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Motion negatived on a division......... e cer e,

Dawson Roure SuBsipy—Motion for Return (Mr. Rochester)—Motion agreed

to...... Ceareseetesesratsersristisetaitstanten [N et retenetiesanstetnriestnnnansann

DerarTMENTAL PaAy Lists—Motion for copies (Mr. IRochester)—Motion
amended and agreed to........ eerie searssiesseniieraeeseritasresteneaiaeranarans

ExprovEs or taE Houss—Motion for statements (Mr. Bowell) — Motion
agreed to........... T P PP e

TUESDAY, APRIL 177H.
NeEw WRIT FoR OTTAWA ISSUED..... reeaeaes erearrenenrins et ereee e eerinaaaes

GODERICH HARBOUR WORKS.

Motion for House to go into Committee of Supply (Mr. Cartwright) .... ..

Motion in amendment—

¢ That Mr. Speaker do not now leave the Chair, but that it be resolved, That by a Re-
turn to an Address from the House of the 21st February, 1877, dated the 8th March,
1877 ; for copies of all Orders in Council having reference to the Goderich Har-
bour Works, in 1874, together with a copy of the notice or advertisemwent calling
for tenders for such work, the tenders received in response and Rerorts in relation
thereto, with the contract entered into for the performance of sach work, it
appears :—
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¢ That in all, 16 tenders were sent in for the performance of said work, averaging from
$182,630 to $301,185. The four lowest tenders, being as follows :—

John 8. Telton, Walkerton........ o meesrees senres crearerseneaniennes seree $182,630
George Neilson, Belleville. .. 200,375
W. H. Ellis, TOronto.....ccceceessuerssasinevereas vessne cnnrneense 212,155
Moore, Clendenning & Wilson, Walkerton ...... vernnnas o euersennnns 212,540

“That on the 23rd February, 1874, an Order in Council was passed, setting forth
the fact that 16 tenders had been sent in, and containing as follows :—‘ That W.
H. Ellis, whose tender is third lowest, and when extended is found to amount
$212,155, appears to be in a position to execute the work satisfactorily, and tha:
hig sureties appear to be good and solvent, and recommending that the tender of
Mr. Ellis be accepted, and that for the due fulfillment of his contract satisfactory
security be required on real estate, or by deposit of money, public or municipal se-
curities, or bank stock, to the amount of 5 per cent. on the bulk sum of his con-
tract.

¢ That four days later, on the 27th February, without any information in relation to
the said Ellis having, as appears by the Returu, been furnished to the Department,
a telegram to the following effect, was sent by Mr. Braun, Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Public Works to ﬁessrs. Moore, Clendenning & Wilson (—

“*Your tender for Goderich Harbour Works is amongst the lowest ; are you prepared
to deposit 5 per cent. of contract amount, and are both your sureties men of large
means and property,’ to which telegram Moore & Co., on the 28th February, re-
plied as follows :—

‘¢ Prepared to make deposit and go on with Goderich Harbour Works ; can give satis-
faction as to standing of sureties.’

“ That on the 7th March an Order in Council was passed on a memorandum of the
Minister of Public Works of the 5th March, stating:—‘That Mr. Ellis has
left the country, and recommending that the next lowest tender, that of Messrs.
David Moore & Co., whose tender, when extended, amounts to the sum of $212,540,
be accepted.’

‘“That on the 20th March, 1874, a letter was addressed to J. Y. Elwood., Esq., of
Goderich, instructing him to examine titles and state value of property offered by
Messrs. David Moore & Co., as security, and to say what it would bring at Sheriff’s

sale.

““That on the 28th March, the said Elwood reported to the Department of Public
_Wo?;s?, that the property was worth from $5,000 to $5,500, less a mortgage upon
it of $1,400,

‘That by a schedule submitted by other valuators appointed by the Government on
the 11th June, 1874, it appears that properties valued at $11,800, less $3,400, in-
cumbrances, were accepted as security, the security having been fixed by the De-
partment at $7,500, being $3,127 less than 5 per cent. on the bulk sum of the con-

tract.

‘That on the 16th day of February, 1877, after notlce had been given of the intention
to move for the papers, a letter was addressed by Mr. Page to Mr. Mackenuzie,
Minister of Public Works, in answer to enquiry from him, explaining the reason
why the tender of John S. Tolton had not been accepted, the reason being that the
tender of John S. Tolton was at that time looked upon as so low that some trouble
was taken to ascertain whether he was a person acquainted with such work ; but
no information could be obtained about him, and that it would be injudicious to
entrust the execution of such work to him, as it probably would result, not only
in a loss to the Government, but also prove ruinous to the man himself. But there
does not appear to have been any correspondence in relation to the said John S.
Tolton, or any reference to him or to the reason forignoring his tender at the time
the contract was let.

‘“That on the 22nd February, 1877, the Hon. E. Blake addressed a note to the Hon. A.
Mackenzie, requesting that a letter written by him on the 2nd January, 1874, might
be included among the papers, which letter was in the following terms :—

‘¢ ToroxNTO, January 2nd, 1874.

“ ‘My Dear MackENziE,—David Moore, of Walkerton, asks me to inform you that heis
about to tender for the Goderich Works, and I do so accordingly. Itold my friend
Moore that an introduction was unnecessary, as you would let the work fairly with-
out respect of persons.

‘¢ Yours truly,
¢ (Signed), ‘EDWARD DLAKE.

“ That, notwithstanding the statement in the letter of Mr. Page to Mr. Mackenzie, it
appears from a statement made by an honorable memberin his place in this House,
that the Hon. Minister of Public Works had information connected with the said
John 8. Tolton, the following telegram having been addressed to him by Mr.
David Stirton, at that time a Member of this House :—

E
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ttt GueLpy, January 4th, 1874,

“¢To the Hon. ALexanper Mackexzig, Minister of Public ‘Works, Ottawa :—

‘I understand that John S. Tolton, of Walkerton, has tendered for the Goderich
Harbour Works. Mr. Tolton is a thorough practical, honest and reliable man,
financially able, and accustomed to the construction of Public Works. The securi-
ties named are reliable, sound men.

“(Signed)  ¢D. STIRTON.

“That it appears that the tender of John S.Tolton was improperly ignored, and that
the country has lost thereby the sum of $29,525.

¢That in the opinion of this House, the Government in thus awarding this contract,
are justly censurable for violating the principles of the contract system, and
causing serious 1osy to the country.”’—(HMr. FArrow) ccoes woosscoins ccvrvs venes vone oue

Amendment (Mr. Farrow) negatived on division.  Yeas, 62; Nays, 103.

SUPPLY.—Ix CoMMITTEE,
XII. PuBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS c1veevivveeiieaneroneneen civversennens ernones
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18rm.
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Vote 144 agreed to.
XIX. INSPECTION OF INSURANCE COMPANIBS. . vverestsrrrarssnsisieneeiinns ceeens .
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Page 267, first column, line 18, for $16,600 read $16.000,000.

Page 494, first column, line 29, for 132 read 13%.

Page 1698, second columu, line 18, after © that ? " insert * Mr. TUPPER.”

Page 351, add to second readings: “Bill (No. 32) respecting La Banque Jacques
Cartier.”

Page 1051, insert first reading of Bill 97.

Page 1164, second column, for Bill “106,” read +103.”

Page 1360, insert Bill 37 withdrawn.
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THE DEBATES

OF THE

HOUSE OF COMMONS OF CANADA

IN THE

FOURTH SESSION OF THE THIRD PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA,
APPOINTED TO MEET FOR THE DESPATCH OF BUSINESS 8 FEBRUARY,

1877, IN THE

FORTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF

HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 8th Feb., 1877.

The Parliament which had been
prorogued successively from the twelfth
day of April, 1876, and thence from
time to time to the eighth day of
February, 1877, met this day for the
despatch of business.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
three o'clock.

A Message from His Excellency the
Governor General, by the Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod :—

““Mr. SPEAKER,—

*“His Excellency the Governor General
<ommands this Honourable House to attend
immediately in the Chamber of the Senate.”

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the
House, went up to attend His Excel-
lency ;

And having returned ;

CONTROVERTED ELECTION.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House
that he had received from one of the
Judges selected for the trial of Election
Petitions, pursuant to The Dominion
Controverted Elections Act, 1874, a Cer-
tificate relating to the Election for the
Electoral District of the County of
Glengarry.

) |

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House,
that in conformity with the Aect 37
Victoria, Chapter 10, Section 36, he had
issued his Warrant to the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery to make out a new
Writ of Election for the said Electoral
District.

VACANCIES.

Mr. SPEAKER further informed
the House, that he had received the
following notifications of vacancies
which had occurred in the reprosenta-
tion, viz:—

Of Tromas ScarcHERD, Esq., Member for
the Electoral District of the North Riding of
the County of Middlesex, by decease; Of
Davip Stirtox, Esq., Member for the El.e-
toral District of the South Riding of the
County ot Wellingto 1, by resignation; Of
Apax Gorpox, Esq., Member for the Elee-
toral Dictrict of the North Riding of the
County of Ontario, by decease; Of the Hoa.
MavrcoLn CamMerON, Member for the Elec o-
ral Dictrict of the South Riding of the
County of Ontario, by decease ; Of BaroLay
E. TremaIn, Bsq., Member for the Electoral
District of {’ictoria., N.S., by acceptance of
the office of County Judge in Cape Bretons
Of Caristiay Hexry Pozer, Esq., Memb r
for the Electoral District of Beauce, by resig-
nation ; Of the Hon. Davin MrLLs, Member
for the Electoral District of the County of
Bothwell, by acceptance of the office of
Minister of the Interior; Of the Hon. Davip
Liairp, Me-nber for the Electoral District o
Queen’s County District, P.E.L, by accep-
tance of the office cf Lieutenant Governcr of



2 Speech from
the North-West Territories; Of the Hon.
Rovoreue LarrLamie, Member tfor the Elec-
toral District of Jacques Cartier, by accept-
ance of an office of emolument under the
Crown ; ‘Of the Houn. Joux Hiruvarp
CameroN, Member for the Elzctoral District
of the County of Cardwell, by decease, and
Of the Hon. C. A. P. Perrerier, Member
tor the Electoral District of Kamouraska, by
acceptance of the office off Minister of Agri-
culture; and tnat he had issued his several
Warrants to the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery, to make out new Writs of Elee-
tion for the said places rezpectively.

NEW MEMBERS ELECTED.

Mr. SPEAKER further informed
the House, that during the Recess the
Clerk of the House had received from
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery,
Certificates of the Election and Return
of the following Members, viz :—

O Rosert Coriy Scarcuerp, Bsq., for the
Electoral District of the North Riding of the
County of Middlesex; Of the Hon. Trowas
NicroLsoN Gisss, for the Electoral District
of the South Ridingof the County of Ontario;
Of Wintiam Hexry Gisss, Esq., for the
Electoral District of the North Riding of he
County of Ontario; Of Dowanp GuTuRIE,
Esq., for the Electoral District of the South
Riding of the County of Wellington; Of
ArcaeaLd MceNas, Esq., for the Electoral
District of the County of Glengarry; Of
Cuartes J. CawpseLL, Bsq., for the Electoral
District of Victoria, N.S.; Of Josern Borpuce,
lisq., for the Electoral District of Beauce ;
Of tze Hon. Davip Miivs, for the Electral
Distriet of the County of Bothwell: Of the
Hon. James CorLepGe Pork, for the Elec-
toral District of Queen’s County District,
P.E.I; Of the Hon. Rovorrne Lavrauume,
for the Electoral Districtof Jacques Cartier;
and of Davnrox McCarruy, Esq.. for the
Electoral District of the County ot Cardwell.

NEW MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

The following Members having pre-
viously taken the Qath according to
Law, and subscribed the Roll contain-
ing the same, took their scats in the
House, viz:—

Rosert Couix Scarcuerp, Isq., Member
for the Electoral District of the North Ruding
of the County ot Middlesex :—Hon. THoMAS
Nicaornson Gisss, Member for the Electoral
District of the South Riding of the County
of Ontario.—WiLLiaxm Hexry Gisss, Esq.,
Member for tne Electoral District of the North
Riding of the County of Ontario.~DoXaLp
GutHRIE, Esq., Member for the Llectoral
District of the South Riding of the County of
Wellington.—ArcuiBarp McNas, Esq., Mem-
ber for the Electoral District of the County
of Glengarry.—CHarLes J. CanPBELL, Esq.,
Member for the Electoral District of Victoria,
N.S.—Josern Bowbre, BEszq., Member for

Mr. SPEAKER.
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the Throne.

the Electoral District of Beauce.—Hon.
Davip MirLs, Member for the Electoral Dis-
trict of the County of Bothwell.—Hon. James
CoLLEDGE Porr, Member for the Electoral
District of Queen’s County District, P.E.I.
—and Hon. Roporenr Larrayye, Member
for the electoral District of Jacques Cartier.

OATHS OF OFFICE BILL.

Mr. MACKENZIE introduced a Bill
(No. 1.) respecting the administra-
tion of Oaths of Office, which was read

I the first time.

SPEECH FROM THE THROXNE.

Mr. SPEAKER reported His Excel-
lency’s Speech, and read a copy thercof
to the House; which is as follows :—

i $¢ Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

T am glad to be again enabled Lo eummon
you to meet for the despatch of business at
the time which has been considered best
suited to the convenience of members.

¢ During the recess, I visited the Province
of British Columbia, and had much satistac-
tion in becoming acquainted with the people
of that interesting part of the Dominion,
and with the c.imate and rescurces of their
Province,

“The surveysofthe Pacific Railway have
been prosecuted with the utmost vigour and
at a larger cost during the past than in any
previons year, but it has not been found pos-
sible, as yet, to complete the location of
the line, and I have consequently heen
obliged to postpone the inviting of tenders
for 1ts conetruction on the terms indicated
by the Act of 1874.

<< A further correspondence on the subjects
at issue between my Governmentand British
Columbia will be laid before you.

*“ During the recent suspeungion of the Extra-
dition arrangements with the United States,
I took care that the importance to Canada
ol' a speedy resumption of these arrange-
ments should be represented to Her Majesty’s
Government, whose attention has becn
tarther invited to the expediency of largely
extending the provisions of the existing
treaty.

¢ Tam glad to be able to state that, while the
operation of the Treaty has been resumed,
negotiations are in progress for a conventiou,
maore liberal, and better suited to the circum-
stances of the two countries.

¢ The attention of my Government having
been directed to some anomalies in the Royal
Commission and Royal Instructions to the
Governor General, particularly with regard
to the exercise of the Prerogative of Pardon,
steps have been taken towards the amen:-
ment of these instruments. -

¢ Papers on this subject, as well as on that
of the Extradition question, will be laid be-
fore yon.
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¢ The great public works connected with
the St. Lawrence navigation, and the canais
required to complete the system, have been
prosecuted with success during the past year.

¢ Nearly all the works on the Welland and
Lachine Canals have been placed uader con-
tract on terms favourable to the country.

¢ The active prosecution of these works
during the last three years has necessarily
increased the public debt, and, though ex-
pectations are entertained that the outlay
may ultimately be repaid to the country, 1t
may be considered advisable not to press all
the works, contemplated in the earlier years
of Confederation, to completion at present.

T am happy to state that the Intercolonial
Railway was opened for traffic, throughout
its entire length, early in the summer, with
ag favourable results as could have been ex-
pected.

“One of the immeliate advantages of the
completion of the Railway was the dt}hvex’y
and reception of the British Mails at
Halifax after the closing of the St Law-
rence; and Iam happy to say that, upto the

resent time, wmails and passengers have
{’»een successfully carried over the line with-
out any interruption.

¢ The exhibition of Canadian products, ma-
nufactures, and works of art at the United
States National Exposition at Philadelphia
was eminently successiul, and proclaimed to
the world that Canada had already taken a
high place as a farming, manufacturing and
mining country.

It is gratifying to beable to state thatthe
expenditure was kept well within the esti-
wmate.

¢“It is but just that I should-acknowledge
that the success achieved by the enterprise
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of our people was largely aided by the !

energy and wisdom of the Commissioners
who had charge of the arrangements. .
‘1 have considered it advisable in the
interest ol the country to make arrange-
rents for exhibiting Canadian products at
the Exhibition to be held at Sydney, New

South Wales, for which you will be asked (o | t
tamendment of the Weights and Measures
< Act, the lixcise laws, and other Acts, and

make provision.

‘¢ Notwithstanding the loss of revenue,
consequent chiefly on the diminution of our
importations, the reductions eifected during
the current year have gone far to restore the
equilibrium between income and expenditure,
though great economy will be still needtul to
attain this object.

““1 regret that 1 am still unable to an-
nounce any progress in obtaining a settle-
ment of the Fishery claims under the

Washington Treaty, though my Government |

has made every effort to secure that result.
¢ My Commissiomers have made further
treaty arrangements with certain of the
Indian tribesofthe North-West territories, by
which tieir title is extinguished to a very
large portiou of the territories west of I'reaty
No. 4; and, although some of the provisions
of this treaty are of a somewhat onerous and
exceptional character, I have thought it
nevertheless advisable on the whole to rat.ty

1
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it. This treaty will be placed before you. I
have made an engagement to unegotiate a
treaty with the remaining tribes east of the
Rocky Mountains,

¢ The expenditure incurred by the Indian
Treaties is undoubtedly large, but the Cana-
dian policy is uevertheless the cheapest,
ultimately, if we compare the results with
those of other countries ; and it is above all
a humane, just, and Christian policy.

¢ Notwithstanding the deplorable war
waged between the Indian tribesin the United
States territories, and the Government of
that country, during the last year, no diffi-
culty has arisen with the Canadian tribes
living in the immediate vicinity of the scene
of hostilities.

“ You will be asked to consider the expe-
diency of making such changes in the Joint
Stock Companies Act as may obviate for the
fature the passage of special Acts of Parlia-
ment for the incorporation of various classcs
of Companies, includingbsuch corporations as
seek to engage in the borrowing and lend-
ing of money, by providing for their organi-
zation by Letters Patent.

¢ The desirability of affording additional
security to policy-holders of' Life Assurance
Companies has engaged the attention of my
Governmeut, and 1 trust that the measure
which will be submitted will accomplish the
desired object.

¢ A measure will be submitted to you Jor
the purpose of extending to the navigation
of the great inland waters rights and
remedies at present confined to waters within
the jurisdiction of the Courts of Vice-
Admiraliy.

*You will be asked to aruend and consoli-

. date the laws relating to Customs,

I have considered it advisable to provide
for the permanent prosecution of the Geolo-
gical Survey. which has heretofore been
carried on under temporary enactments, and
to make this a distinct branch of the Civil
Service ; your attention will be invited to a
Bill for that purpose.

¢ Measures will be submitted also for the

also a Bill relating to Shipping.
¢ (lentlemen of the House of Commons :

“ The accounts of the past year will he
laid before yon.

¢ The Estimates ot the next tinancial year
will also be submitted, aud will, [ trust, be
found to be framed with a view to meet the
existing circumstances of the coantry, while,
at the same time, providing fur carrying on

¢ the a'lministration of affairs with etficiency.

| < Honourable Gentlemen of (he Senate :

Gentlemen of the flouse of Commons :

] place full reliance on your prudence
and ability, and your devotion to the work
of legislation, which, I trust, may be carric:i
on and completed in such a way as to
minister to the prosperity of the conntry,
and the unity of the people.” )
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On motion of Mr. MACKENZIE,
His Excellency’s Speech was ordered
to be taken into consideratiun fo-morrow.

Resolved, That the Votes and Proceedings
of the House be printcd, being first perused
by Mr. Speaker, and that he do appoint the
printing thereof; and that no person but
such as he shall appoint do presume to
print the same

Resolved, That Select Standing Conmmittees
of this House, for the present Session, be
appointed for the following purposes :—1. On
Privileges and Elections.—2. On Expiring
Laws.--3. On Railways, Canals and Telegraph
Lines.—4. On Miscellaneous Private Bills.--5.
On Standing Orders.—6. On Printing.—7.On
Public Accounts.—8.- On Banking and Com-
merce.—9. On Immigration and Coloniza-
tion,—which said Committees shall severally
be.empowered to examine and enquire into
all such matters and things as may be re-
ferred to them by the House; and to report
from time to time their observations and
opinions thereon; with power to send for
persons, papers and records.

REPORTS.

Mr. MACKENZIE laid before the
House the General Report of the Min-
ister of Public Works, for the fiscal
year, ending the 30th June, 1876.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House
the Report of the Librarian of the
House of Commons, on the state of the
Library of Parliament, which was read.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DEBATES.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD inquired
whether the Government had taken
or proposed to take any steps with a
view to procure an official report of
the Debates of the Session.

Mr. MACKENZIE replied that the
Government had not taken any steps,
the subject being one which the House
might deal with in its own discretion.
The Committee charged with the desire
of hon. members failed to make a re-
port last Session until the House was
so thin that there was no time to pro-
ceed with its consideration, the objec-
tion of any Member being sufficient to
prevent discussion. The Government
thought it was desirable to leave the
question entirely in the hands of the
House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD hoped
the Premier, who had considerable in-
fluence with the House, would exercise
it so that the House and the country
might have a correct report of the
debates.

SPEECH.
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Business.

Mr. BOWELL said the Commi‘tee
met and adopted a report, and it was in
consequence of the Chairman having
neglected to present the report in time
that it wasnot concurred in, If blame
attached to any one, it was not to the
Committec, but to the Chairman.

Mr. CAUCHON said he brought the
report immediately before the House,
and he was not responsible for any
delay which occurred.

House adjourned at
Four o’clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,

Friday, 9th Feb., 1871.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'elock,

MR. JUSTICE LORANGER.

PETITION.

Mr. MOUSSEATU presented the peti-
tion of Mr. Justice £omngex' denying
the charges contained in the petition
of Frangois X. A. Biron and others
presented against him at the close of
last session, expressing his desire to
undergo an investigation, and his in-
tention of demanding one if the peti-
tion is reported, and requesting before-
hand that he may be heard before the
House in the event of further proceed-
ings.
REPORTS.

Mr. BLAKE laid before the House
the Report of the Hon the Minister of
Justice, having reference to Peniten-
tiaries.

Mr. SMITH laid before the House
the ninth annual Report of the Depart-
ment of Marine and Fisheries, being
for the fiscal year ended 30th J une,
1876; also, Supplement (No. 1) to the
foregoing, being a List of Lights on the
coasts, rivers and Lakes of the Domin-
ion of Canada, on the 31st December,
1876. ’

Mr. BURPEE laid before the House
Tables of the Trade and Navigation of

the Dominion of Canada, for the year
ending 30th June, 1876.

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS
EXCELLENCY'S SPEECH.

The House proceeded to the consider-
ation of His Excellency’s speech at the
opening of the Session
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Mr. GUTHRIE (South Wellington)
moved the resolution in reply to the
Speech from the Throne. After craving
as a new member the indulgence of tho
House while endeavouring to deal with
subjects of such importance to the
Dominion at large, he called attention
to the period ol the year at which
Parliament had been called together
for the past three sessions, and sug-
gested thut the opening should take
place even earlier, so that the legisla-
tive business might be closed before
spring opened. Adverting to the
Governor General's visit to British
Columbia, he remarked that His Excel-
lency had visited almost every part of
the Dominion, and his visits had been
received cverywhere with marked
appreciation. That satisfaction which
he expressed having felt, has been felt
in return towards him by the pecople.
From His Excellency’s speeches it was
manifest that he felt a real pride in
the country over which he is Governor,
and the country was equally proud of
its Governor. A great bencfit would
undoubtedly be derived from the ad-
dresses delivered by ILord Dafferin,
and his recent speech at the Toronto
Club perhaps excelled all previous
ones, admirable as they were. The
next paragraph in the Speech from the
Throne contained matter partly for
congratulation and partly for regret.
It was satisfactory to find that the
surveys of that great national work,
the Pacific Railway, had been pushed
forward with vigour, and that the ex-
penditure upon them had been greater
during the past than any previous
year. But it was not agreeable to find
that the work was so great and the
difficulties so formidable. Sufficient
progress had not been made to enable
contracts to be let. Every one must
admit that it was indispensably neces-
sary before contracts were let or
tenders asked, that the location of the
road should be completed; but it was
indeed not surprising that further delay
Was necessary when consideration was
given to the character of the country
which the road would waverse, and the
difficulty experienced in finding a suit-
able scaport as an outlet for the rail-
way ; and it was no matter of surprise
that the greatest care had been neces-
sary ou the part of the engineers in
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selecting a route, especially when that
selection might increase or diminish
the expenditure by twenty million
dollars. The question of the extradi-
tion of criminals between this country
and the United States was onc of much
importance. The treaty which had
been for many years in operation was
lately suspended, but it had been
restored. That circumstance was a
matter for congratulation and satisfac-
tion, because, Iying as Canada docs
along a widely extended frontier, with
ample means of communication with
the adjoining Republic, it was of more
importance to the Dominioa than to
the mother country that the treaty
should be in force. It was moreover
a source of gratification to find that
negotiations were pending with a view
of largely extending the class of crimes
to be embraced in the extradition
treaty. Although the crimes for
which offenders might now be extra-
dited were of a grave character, they
were comparatively few in number,
and the crimes most common in our
midst were those for which no provision
was made in the treaty-—-such as larceny,
embezzlement, and {raudulent removal
of assets by bankrupt traders. Hehoped
the result of the negotiations would be
to have not only a treaty more extended
in its operations, but containing pro-
visions framed for its perfect working.
Indeed, there was no reason why the
operation of the trcaty should be con-
fined to what might be called the more
serious crimes. Neither Canada nor
the United States desired their coun-
tries to become asylums for criminals,
and the treaty might include the
lesser crimes with benefit to both peo-
ples. They were informed in the
Specch that steps had been taken to
amend the Royal Commission and the
Instructions of the Governor General
in some respects in which they con-
tained anomalous provisions under-
stood to be inconsistent with our con-
stitutional frecdom and that system of
responsible government whichwe enjoy.
The anomalies referred to were chiefly :
First, the power possessed by the Gov-
ernor Greneral to pardon a prisoner con-
victed of a capital offence without the
advice or even against the advice of
his Council; and, second, the power
possessed by him to disallow any act
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of a Provincial Legislature, also with-
out the advice ot his Council or even
contrary to their advice. It mustbea
source of satisfaction that those anom-
alies were about to be removed; that
the country was to enjoy responsible
government in a more complete form
than hitherto. It was not correct to
say that those provisions in the Royal
Commission and instructions were
obsolete and were never cenforced,
because with regard to one of them

casc occurred not many years
ago where the power was exer-
cised; and with respect to the other,
viz., that of the disallowance of Aects
of Provincial Legislatures, an opinion
was obtained from the law officers of
the Crown in England as late as 1873
which affirmed that the Governor
Greneral possessed that power, and was
entitled, of course, to exercise it.
These were not, therefore, obsolete, but
practical questions, and the adminis-
tration of the day was entitled to
the thanks of the country for having
secured the removal of anomalies
which, in practice, might not have
worked Dbadly in the past, but which
might iu the future be the source of
very greatdifficulty and misunderstand-
ing. It was the part of statesmen not
to be wisc after the fact, but before it.
The Specch referred to the opening of
the Intercolonial Railway, regarding
which undertaking it should be remem-
bered that, although the road might
not prove remunerative for many
years, yet it was not projected or con-
structed as a commercial enterprise.
It was entered upon as anational work,
and he was prepared to support an ex-
penditure for any reasonable time in
order that the railway might be kept
open, and that the Provinces which it
serves might bo brought closer to-
gether, not only with regard to per-
sonal intercourse, but in matters of
trade and commerce. Since the road
was opened, considerable trade had
sprung up between the Maritime Pro-
vinces and Ontario, and the millers of
Upper Canada especially had been en-

abled to send their produce to ports of |

Quebec and the Maritime Provinces
which they were formerly unable to
reach. It was satisfactory to find that,
so far, no difficulty had been expe-
rienced in keeping the road open during

Mr. GUTHRIE.
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the present scason, and even if trouble
were encountered, he trusted a deter-
mined cffort would be made to work
the road and avail themselves of our
winter port. Refercnce was made
in the Specch to the display of
Canadian goods at the Philadeiphia
Exhibition, which display astonished
not only foreign nations but Canadians
themselves.  The results obtained
would be of permanent benefit to the
country. Ile was personally aware
that in consequence of the admirable
display made by the Dominion, many
Ontario manufacturers had received
orders from ithe most distant parts of
the world. Those orders had been
executed, and if the quality of the
goods was as high as was expected, a
largely increased trade would ensue.
In that connection, the country would
consider the Government had acted
wisely in determining that Canada
should be represented at tho forthcom-
ing Exhibition at Sydney. Our rela-
tions with other British Colonies should
be cultivated. After the display of
their own products, nothing was, per-
haps, so gratifying at the Philadelphia
Exhibition as the very creditable dis-
play sent by the Australian Colonies.
If, as a result of the Canadian display
at Sydney, a trade should spring up, it
would be one of great magnitude, and
prove advantageous to Canada and
Australiaalike. No means of removing
the prevailing trade depression would
prove more efficacious than the opening
up of new foreign markets for our
manufactures and products. A manu-
facturer of sewing machines in the
town in which he resided (Guelph) did
the greater portion of his trade with
South America, where he was able
successfully to compete with British
and American makers. In the discus-
sion on trade depression, the fact was
often lost sight of that the country had
passed through similar dull times. The
present depression was not to be com-
pared with that which followed the
crisis of 1857, from which the country
did not recover for five or six years.
There was bound to be a return of
prosperity, nomatter what Government
was in power, for indeed they could
affectitin a very trifling degrec. After
complimenting the Canadian Commis-
sioners at Philadelphia, the hon. mem-
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ber remarked that the paragraph in
the Speech relating to the comparative
position of the revenue and expendi-
ture would possess public interest. By
reason principally of a decline in im-
portations, there had been a loss of
revenue, which, in itself, was always a
<erious matter, but there was some
watisfaction in knowing that the reduc-
tion in expenditures proposed by the
Grovernment last year, and assented to
by the House, had resulted in nearly
meeting or being quite equal to the
amount of that decline. 1t was proper
that the policy of economy and re-
trenchment should be still continued.
That was what the (overnment pro-
posed, and it was a course which would
reccive the sanction of the House and
country, because it was the policy of
common sense. The decline in imports
was due to the fact that the people
were not able to buy so freely as
formerly, and when their constituents
had found it necessary to retrench, the
Government should not neglect to act
i the same direction. When the peo-
ple were poor was not the time to in-
crease taxation. The poverty of the
people should not be the occasion for
increasing their burdens, and the pro-
per policy to adopt was to follow the
-example of the people,who, by frugality
and economy, had been endeavouring
to pay their way. The position of the
United States towards the Dominion
in the matter of the non-payment of
‘compensation for the usc of the Cana-
dian Fisheries was one that excited a
painful regret that a great nation
should so far forget its own honour as
to treat with contempt, at all events
with neglect, the representations of
the British Government, asking them
simply to fulfil their obligations.
No  doubt the United States
were as firmly bound as possible
in that matter, but hitherto they had
set us at defiance in regard to com-
pensation for our fisheries, and we had
failed to obtain an excuse, valid or in-
valid, for the delay; and that, too, in
the face of the fact that the British
Government had fulfilled all its obliga-
tions, and in view of the balance re-
maining of the fiftecn millions, it had
much more than fulfilled them. He
trusted that the Administration to be
mangurated on the 4th of March
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would take a view more worthy of the
obligations the Washington Treaty
imposed on them, and that the country
would no longer shrink from perform-
its duty in that matter. He concurred
in the sentiments expressed in the
Speech with regard to the mode of
dealing with the Indians by paying
them a fair compensation for their
lands, instead of pursuing apolicy of
slaughter and cxtermination, as a just
and Christian policy. Legislation
respecting the regulation and formation
of joint-stoclk companies, especially
such as lend and borrow money, was
desirable, as indicated in the Speech.
Such corporations had been very
plentiful of late years, and had striven
to obtain from Parliament more
favourable charters than their neigh-
bours.  Such legislation must have
occupied much time, and towards the
end of each session clauses were
allowed to pass which otherwise would
not have been approved. 1t was,
indeed,well known that some insurance
companies and money-lending corpora-
tions, in soliciting subscriptions for
stock, boasted that they had got most
valuable charters. Such an announce-
ment simply meant that they had
obtained power to borrow as much
money as possible on little security
and at a low rate of interest. All
would agree that shat kind of private
legislation should be terminated, and a
general Act passed under which no
company would be granted any special
privileges. In England, the Companies
Act of 1862 had prevented special
legislation in regard to such corpora-
tions,and been found to work admirably.
If a similar Act were passed in Canada,
much time of Parliament would be
saved and the public interest con-
served. The hon. member expressed
approval of the proposed legislation
with a view to protect policy holders
of lifc insurance companies, and
pointed to the distress which had
been caused by the failure of a leading
company in New York. He cndorsed
the proposal to extend the maritime
laws to our great rivers and inland
waters, giving special rights and
remedies under Canadian laws, a
change which he presumed would
not be objectionable to the Imperial
Government. It was proposed by
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an Act of the Dominion Parliament
to constitute Courts having the civil
jurisdiction of Courts of Vice-Admi-
ralty. Those Courts had jurisdiction
to the extent of tide water, but they
had not jurisdiction over the great in-
land navigation system of Canada.
The Americans did not at first extend
that jurisdiction over the lakes and
rivers lying between their country
and the Dominijon, but for some yecars
the maritime law had been extended
by them to those waters. A similar
law should be extended to Canadian
waters. In view of the importance of
the mineral resources of the country,
he approved of the proposal to place
the Geological Survey on a permanent
footing, and attaching it to one of the
branches of the Civil Service. Within
its scope would be embraced botany,
meteorology, and other branches of
physical science. The concluding
paragraph of the Spcech from the
Throne expressed confidence in their
prudence and ability in proceeding
with the work of legislation, a confi-
dence which His Excellency would not
find to have been misplaced, and it was
to be hoped that the result would be,
as indicated by His Excecllency, the
prosperity of the country and liberty
of the people. They desired that this
young nation should be prosperous and
the people united; that there should
be no sectional jealousies, and with
that as the aim and object of legis-
lation, their purpose would be attained.
Viewing the subjects embraced in the
Speech, the constitutional questions,
the matters relating to public works
and to trade, and looking at the im-
portant legislation proposed, he con-
fidently asked the favourable consider-
ation by the House of the resolutions
which he had the honour to propose.
Mr. BECHARD: However honour-
able may be the task of seconding the
Address in reply to His Excellency,
1 cannot venture to say that it
is with pleasure that I accepted that
honour. The feeling of my insufficiency
to touch upon every point in the vast
field laid open before me, produces a
degrec of hesitation which the kindness
of the House alone can assist me in
overcoming. Thus, more than any of
those who have preceded me in the
path in which I now venture to tread,

Mr. GuTHRIE.
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I feel the need of the indulgence of the
House. The duty of thanking His
Excellency the Governor General for
the Speech with which he every year
opens the session of Parliament, is one
to which the most perfect degreec of
courtesy is invariably brought; but
that duty becomes an especially agrec-
able one when we are called upon to
perform it with reference to the emi-
nently distinguished man who to-day
presides over the destinies of Canada.
On many occasions since his arrival
among us, Lord Daufferin has done the
country notable service. No man ap-
pears to have taken a greater interest
in its prosperity than he, and no man
has spoken of its progress and natural
advantages more ably than he. KEs-
pecially the remembrance will not soon
fail of the eloquent account which he
gave of the country last year, on the
occasion of his visit to England, where
he became the panegyrist of Canada ;
he presented it before the eyes of the
mother country in the most favourable
light, sketching a brilliant picture of
its resources, extolling the harmony of
its inhabitants, and rendering a high
tribute to the character of -its inhabi-
tants, their feelings of loyalty to the
Crown, and their attachment to the
principles of the old British Constitu-
tion. But I must herec make special
allusion to the journey which His Ex-
cellency undertook last summer to the
must remote Province of the Dominion,
the Province of British Columbia.
There, again, the Governor General
found an opportunity of showing his
devotion to the public interests, sparing
no trouble to cxamine into the re-
sources of that Province, and manifest-
ing his wish to see every difficulty
smoothed away which might be of a
nature to disturb, even for a time, the
good understanding which ought to
reign between the several Provinces
which form part of the Confederation.
Time would fail me, Mr. Speaker,
if T ventured here to enumerate
all Lord Dufferin’s claims to our
gratitude ; I merely wish to be al-
lowed to add that by his affection
for the Canadian people, and the lively
interest which day by day he takes in
their prosperity, he appears to have
taken as his device, the words =o
frequently repeated of one of the best
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men who ever reigned over a people:
%It is my wish that every inhabitant
of my kingdom should, every Sunday,
eat without stint.” Long, Mr. Speaker,
may it be possible for him to display
in our midst the eminent qualities
which make him so dear to Canadians
of every origin and of every creed. It
was not without a lively feeling of
satisfaction that the House heard His
Excellency refer in his Speech to the
progress made in our various public
undertakings; but an event which was
received with a special feeling of
enthusiasm was the opening of the
Intercolonial Railway. That great
Railway may now be looked upon as
one of the safest, most comfortable,
and most complete in all America.
Every doubt of its great utility
must vanish when it is considered
that, in addition to the fresh
facilities which it affords to trade,
1t will in great measure contribute
to the development of one of our
finest branches of industry, the
fisheries, and will at the same time
prove a powerful agent in promoting
colonization in a portion of territory
hitherto comparatively unexplored.
In this connection, Sir, may I be per-
mitted 1o claim a humble share in the
merit of those who, as members of this
House, contributed to the prodaction
of the resolution which decided the
selection of that line. Begun soon
after the inauguration of cur federal
system, which made it a political as
woll as a commercial necessity, the In-
tercolonial has finally, by its opening,
affixed the last seal to the union of the
Maritime Provinces with those which
formerly constituted the Province of
Canada. If we now turn our eyes
upon our vast public works in connec-
tion with the navigation of the St.
Lawrence and those which are in course
of being carried out in the boundless
regions of the west, we shall find that
we have reason to congratulate our-
selves and the country upon the rapid
progress which, during some years
Past, has been obtained in the execu-
tion of those enormous undertakings.
Already the colossal enterprise des-
tined to connect the Atlantic with
the Pacific, shows highly appreciable
results, and notwithstanding the in-
numerable difficulties which beset
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the carrying that work into effect,
we may now believe that, thanks to the
vigour with which the operations are
directed, the line of the Pacific Rail-
way will soon be completely located.
This will be a great step towards the
accomplishment of that gigantic enter-
prise, the management of which, as
well as that of ourother great public
works has been hitherto, it is but fair
to acknowledge, conducted hy the
hon. the Prime Minister wwith a
degree of tact and prudence, combined
with a spirit of ecconomy, of which the
Canadian people will not, in a fitting
time, fail to show their appreciation.
Connected with the construction of the
Pacific Railway is another work, which
in no way yields to it in importance,
and that is the colonization of the
North-West. For several years the
Government of Canada availed them-
selves of different means to attract
immigration towards our great western
prairics. For that purpose, agencies
were kept up in different parts of
Europe, and various publications, in-
tended to convey a knowledge of our
territory and its natural advantages,
were circulated here and there. These
landable efforts doubtless received
lively encouragement from the marked
results which followed them. I may,
however, be allowed to express the
view that in my humble opinion the
most powerful means which would
efficiently contribute to the colonization
of the North-West is the construction
of the Pacific Railway. I have always
considered railways as the most power-
ful colonizing agents. But here [
hasten to request hon. members,
especially those who sit on the left of
this House, not to be led to infer from
that, that, with a view of greater im-
pulse to the comstruction of that
immense railway, I should be dis-
posed to favour an increase of the
burdens and of the sacrifices which are
now laid upon us. The Pacific Railway
is a majestic work which must be
carried to -a successful termination,
To be
brought to that successful termination it
must, like all our great public undertak-
ings, make gradual progress without
haste, without irregularity, and, above
all, according to the measure of our re-
sources. If, in contradistinction to the
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wise temporizing of the Prime Minister,
we should be induced by false appear-
ances, or by vanity, to allow ourselves
to be drawn into excessive efforts which
would paralyze our powers by exhaust-
ing them, we should, perhaps, ex-
posc ourselves o share the wunlucky
tate of the Titan who found himself]
as a punishment for having attempted
to scale Olympus, condemned to pass
the rest of his days in absolute immo-
bility. However the case may be, the
Government has lately given fresh
proofs of its regard for the cause of
colonization, and the friends of that
work have seen with pleasure, with-
out doubt, that, under treaties recently
entered into with the various Indian
tribes, vast additions of territory are

[COMMONS]

assured for the future in that immense |

region which is one day destined to
become the granary of Canada, it may
cven be of Europe. The philanthropie,
and above all, Christian policy, pro-
claimed by His Excellency with refer-
ence to our Indian tribes has, I am
satistied, been received with warm
approbation by all true friends of
humanity, and indeed that poticy is
but a faithful continuation of the
traditional liberality of England in her
treaties with those children of nature,
the hardships undergone by whom in
a neighbouring country have excited
pity in every Christian heart. In his
Speech, His Excellency draws the
attention of this House, in a very
marked manner, to the part which
Canada has taken at the great Exhibi-
tion at Philadelphia, and speaks in
flattering terms of the success which
we gained there. Asitis well known,
the American Republic celebrated, last
summer, by an exhibition of objects of
art and products of every kind, the
hundredt}; anniversary of her indepen-
dence, of the day ever memorable in
history, when she took her position
among the nations of the earth. All
peoples had been invited to this grand
international tournay, in which the
combatants no longer presented them-
selves, as in old time, lance in rest
and foot in stirrup; but under the
varied forms of the rich productions of
the agricultural and manufacturing
industries, in which were numberless
marvels, ravished by genius from the
secrets of science. It was
Mr. BEcuarp.
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great strife of the peaceful arts, which
seemed to have gathered themselves
together in that vast enclosed field,
in order to measurc their strength
there, in pacific contests, whence should
result for the nations a new feeling of
emulation in the direction of advance-
ment, of reciprocal admiration, and
fraternity towards oneanother. This
youthful Canada of ours also entered
the lists, and we may say at once that
she left them covered with laurels.
Her triumph has been so great that it
has been resolved to celebrate it in a
solemn manner by a festival which is
being arranged with this object, and. ot
which the inhabitants of this capital
will in a few days be the happy wit-
nesscs. This distinguished success cer-
tainly confers the highest honour upon
the rovernment as well as upon the
representatives of Canada at Philadel-
phia, who one and all, neglected noth-
ing which could contribute to render
it as striking as possible. But as you
see, Mr. Speaker, the high reputa-
tion which we acquired at Philadelphia
already produces appreciable results.
Already, far-distant nations seek to
open commercial intercourse with us,
and the House has, without doubt,
learnt with satisfaction, from the lips
of His Excellency, that in order to
mect overtures which had been made
to him in thatrespect, the Government
has complied with the invitation to
have Canada represented at an Exhibi-
tion which would be held very shortly
in Australia. To extend the cixcle of
our commerce to the very ends of the
earth, to convey the products of our
various industries to the most distant
markets, even to the antipodes, would
this not be in reality, Mr. Speaker, for .
our country, as yet 80 young, a success
worthy of the admiration ot all, and it
is impossible to find one better adapted
to encourage amongst us the develop-
ment of new sources of production.
Moreover, that which the country will
learn with special interest, and will
regard perhaps with reason, as one of
the results obtained by our display on
the grand theatre of Philadelphia is
the fact that on the occasion of the
rencwal of the treaty concerning -
the extradition of fugitive criminals,
negotiations have been opened, and are
now progressing, with thc object of
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giving to the commercial relations
between the United States and Canada
a more intimate nature and a more
liberal basis. We in Canada have not
forgotten the admirable results of the
commercial policy, initiated by the
treaty mnegotiated in 1854, under the,
auspices of Lord Elgin, of illustirious
memory. This is why, notwithstand-
ing the abrogation ultimately of the
treaty by the Government at Wash-
ington, that ef Canada believed that it
served the true interests of the country
by remaining faithful to this liberal
policy. If, under the exceptional cir-
cumstances in which it found itself
placed at the close of a terrible civil
war, the American Government
thought proper to raise, in a somewhat
¢xorbitant proportion, the duties on its
imports, on the entry into its ports of
foreign products, the disastrous com-
mercial and industrial prostration
which has been the fatal conscquence,
by creating disorder in the tortunes of
men, seems also to have deeply moved
their minds, and seems likely to be
followed by a powerful recaction on a
large scale towards its marvellous
prosperity. Whatever may happen,
the negotiations which are in progress,
when more cordial relations between
the two countries are considered, will
not fail to give an opportunity for the
final settlement of the fisheries ques-
tion, resulting from the Treaty of
Washington. This year, again, His
Excellency expresses to us his regret
at not having to announce to us any
advance towards the solution of this
question. But the House knows
already that these delays are not to be
attributed to the Government of Can-
ada, but attach rather to that of the
United States. Ttis to be regretted,
doubtless, that the great Republic
should have shown, up to the present,
s0 much inditference as to what affects
the settlement of this important ques-
tion. But let us abstain from all
recrimination, when we are, perhaps,
on the point of obtaining full satis-
faction, thanks to the negotiations
commenced, and which are so
well calculated to cement the
friendly relations which ought to exist
between two neighbouring countries
for the common happiness of their
people. IIis Excellency is pleased to
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conclude by expressing his confidence
in the prudence of the House, in its
devotion to the prosperity of the
country aud in the unity of the people.
This House could not in a better way
make an echo to the homagerendered to
the country, in the persons of its repre-
sentatives, than by declaring to His
Excellency, that, under his happy
auspices, and with the skilful assis-
tance of those who have the honour to
be his advisers, it would be difficult for
this House not to coéperate in the
prosperity of our young country, and
in promoting the harmony of the
various elements which arc destined
to make us a mighty people. Nothing
further remains for me, Mr. Speaker,
but to thank the House for its kind
attention, and to second the motion of
the hon. member for South Welling-
ton.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
was not intended, so far as hekuew, to
move any amendment to the Address
from that side of the House, provided
a change which he would presently
suggest was madoe by his hon. friend at
the head of the Government in aclause
which contained something, that, if
adopted, might be deemed obligatory on
the House as a matter of policy. He re-
ferred to the paragraph relative to the
completion of the work on the St. Law-
rence canals. The hon. member for
South Wellington, whom he (Sir John
A. Macdonald) was glad to see in this
House, though he would prefer to see
him on the Opposition side of it, had
appealed to the House for the usual
consideration which was given to young
members. Of course, under any
circumstances, he would have received
that consideration ; but there was really
no occasion to bespeak the forbearance
of the House. He congratulated the
House, and especially the hon. gentle-
man’s party, on such an accession to
their number. His hon. friend had
undertaken to show to this House, and
through this House to the country, the
great importance of the Speech which
they had heard from the Throne, and
in 80 doing had been well seconded by
the practised eloquence of his hon.
friend, the seconder of the Address.
But great artists as the gentiemen had
both shown themselves to be, they had
not quite been able to conceal the
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meagreness of the bill of fare which
had been placed before the House.
However, as they were approaching
the season of Lent, they might expect
1o have Lonten fare, and they had got
it. To be sure, the Address was of
the usual length, perhaps it exceeded
the usual longitude. It might be said
by some arithmetical critics, that like
a line, it was length without breadth.
However, they must not look a gift
horse in the mouth, but must be thank-
ful for small mercies. The legislation
to be proposed to them, unless there
was something concealed in the
“ etcetera,” which they did not know
anything about, was not great in
amount, though somo of the measures,
he would agree, would be of consider-
able importance it they were carefully
drawn; and he had no doubt that they
would receive the careful consideration
of hon. gentlemen opposite. The bill
for enlarging the scope of and amend-
ing the Joint Stock Companies’ Act
would have to be very carefully pre-
pared, or it might be very mischievous
in its influence. If it were made too
liberal in its provisions, it might in-
crease and perpetuate the evils from
which we are now ruffering in conse-
quence of the ¢ valuable charters” to
which the mover of the Address had
alluded, as having been embodied, in
some, way in private Acts; and if it
were too restricted, the Government
would be continually troubled with
applications for special Acts to get rid
of obnoxious claunses in the general
Act. They could not hope to be able
by any general Act, however well and
carefully prepared it might be, to get
entirely rid of annual applications for
special Aects with enlarged powers.
However, the attempt was praise-
worthy, and he hoped it would be suc-
cessful. The matter was one of such
great importance that he had no doubt
every hon. member in this House, on
both sides of it, would agree to direct his
attention to the perfection of a measure
of this kind. So also with respect to
the Act to afford additional security to
policy-holders of life insurance com-
panies. That question was discussed
here before, and he had no doubt it
would cngage the best attention of the
House. He hoped that confidence
would be restored in this country to

Sir Joux A. MacpoNarLD.

[COMMONS.]

Address.

the minds of those who chose to avail
themselves of this means of providing
for their families and children. A
measure for the purpose of cxtending
to the navigation of the great inland
waters, rights and remedies at present
confined to waters within the jurisdic-
tion of the Courts of Vice-Admiralty,
would certainly be an important one,
and he had no doubt his hon. friend
the Minister of Justice had found.
a great many difficulties in its pre-
paration. There were constitutional
questions connected with that matter
which he (Sir John A. Macdonald) had
no doubt would be discussed by their
friend the Minister of the Interior.
unless his elevation to office had caused
him to withdraw his attention from
constitutional work in order that he
might devote it to the more important
work of looking after the affairs of his
department. He (Sir John A, Maecdon-
ald) was not sure that a measure of
this kind was required, or that one
could be framed which would give thas
satisfaction which was anticipated. He
was afraid it would be fouund that,
guarded though the measure might be,
the obstruction to trade in our inland
waters that would be caused by the
operation of such a measure, would
more than counterbalance the security
which might be given by it to persons
having clainis against vessels sailing
on these waters. One could not say
what was involved in the promise of a
measure to amend and consolidate the
laws relating to the customs. He pre-
sumed from the general way in which
it was inserted in the Speech, that it
was not at all a measure connected
with the tariff arrangement, but that it
was simply a consolidated Act, and one
to amend those clauses which ex-
perience in the Department had shewn
were in need of amendment. And so.
he presumed, with regard to the Excise
law. The measure promised for placing
the geological survey on a permanent
basis would be useful. The mover of
the Address had spoken as if he was
a little behind the scenes in regard to
this measure, for he told them that it
was to be very estended in its oper-
ations, that it was not to be confined -
to the geological survey, but that other
branches of physical science were to be
placed in the same Department, such
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as botany and cognate subjects. These
were the measures that were promised,
and the House would, of course, give
them due consideration. They were
not of a nature to occupy the House
long, and therefore they would have
the greater opportunity to consider

questions, which, under the present

system, were really of as muaeh impor-
tance as matters atfected by the promis-
od'legisiation. Both herc andin Eng-
land the tendency had becn to confiae
to the Ministry of the day all important
legislation, and it had been found
almost impossible for a private mem-
ber, no matter what his ability might
be, or what might be his zcal or in-
dustry, to carry any great measure af-
feeting the general interests of the
coantry. That duty had been, both in
England and in this country, thrown
upon the Government, 8o that it was
said in England that the duty of an
‘Upposition was confined principally
to conducting a critical examination
into the administration of the affairs
of the country. It had been said
by a great Liberal of that country
that this was the most important
duty thrown upon the members of Par-
lixment under the present system.
England had had centuries of legisla-
tion, and there was now a large body of
laws in force under which the country,
without any amendment being made
to them for a series of years, could
vontinue to flourish. Soin this country :
we had received from England and
from Irance the advantage of all
the jcgislation of both those great
countrics, and the affairs of Canada
<ould be carried on and the material
progress of the country not be impeded
it we had no new legislation for several
years, such had been the advantage we
had gained from a long series of laws
well considered and successfully oper-
ated. But in the consideration of public
affairs, questions continunally arose,
whether the Government had been wise
or unwise, prudent or imprudent,
whether they had conducted the affairs
of the country correctly or incorrectly
in matters in regard to which an edu-
cated country kept u steady eye upon
the action of its representatives in Par-
liament, 1nd in regard to which it was
the duty of the Opposition—a duty
which the Opposition in this House
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would perform without factiousness but
with firmness—to criticise the conduct
the Administration of the day, and
see that what it did was for the best
interests of the country. He agreed
with his hon. friend the mover of
the resolutions that this House had
learned with pleasure that His Excel-
lency had had much satisfaction in
becoming acquainted with the people
in British Columbia, and with the
climate and resources of the Province.
The eulogium passed by his hon.
friend upon His Excellency was an
expression of the general feeling of the
country towards that illustrious indivi-
dual. They knew the people enjoyed
the full advantages conferred by the
Constitution, under which they happily
lived under His Excellency’s guidance;
and they felt with regret that Lord
Dufferin’s sway could not last always.
They would be happy to see His Kxcel-
lency here for many years, and they
would regret the time when he would
be removed, as a matter of course, 1o
other scenes of usefulness; but when
His Excellency did leave this country
the information which he obtained not
only in British Columbia, but in other
parts of Canada, would be of great
advantage to the whole Dominion. He
believed that the interest of His Excel-
lency in this country would not cease
with the government of it. The Speech
promised that further correspondence
would be laid before the House on the
subject at issue between His Excel-
lency’s Government and British Colum-
bia. He did not know whether that
correspondence would include any
communication that His Excellency
had been advised by his responsible
Ministers to make on political subjects
while in that Province. Rumour had
it that certain communications had
been made from that country, and it
was to be presumed they would be laid
before Parliament in the usual way and
at the usual time. He would say,
however, that while the information
which His Excellency had scquired
would be of use to us hereafter in
England, it would, perhaps, have been
of more immediate use had it been
acquired by the visit of some of his
hon. friends opposite at the same or
some other time. He believed that
some of his hon. friends, exhausted by
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the labours of their different Depart-
ments, had been obliged to take a
holiday during the summer. Now, if
they had combined business with
pleasure, and gone to British Columbia,
the experience they would have been
able to gain would, he thought, have
been of greatuseto the country. It was
a matter of satisfaction to the House
to know, from the Speech, that the sur-
veys of the Pacific Railway had been
prosecuted with vigour; but he must
say that it would have been but grace-
ful for hon. gentlemen opposite to
have expressed regret, if they did feel
regret, that it was impossible to pro-
ceed with the work immediately. e
believed that paragraph in the Speech
would cause great disappointment in
British Columbia, and in the western
country generally, both east and west
of the Rocky Mountains, and yet no
expression of regret found place either
in the Speech or in the response. Of
course it was of great importance that
the Extradition Treaty between this
country and the United States should
be re-ostablished. It was unfor-
tunate that it was suspended, and it
was now gratifying, for very obvious
reasons, that the obstructions in the
working of it had becn removed, and
that friendly relations with regard to
it between Canada and the United
States were resumed. He hoped the
Minister of Justice had taken great
care with regard to the provisions
which should be introduced into the
proposed extension of the Treaty. He
(Sir John Macdonald) was afraid that
he could not go so far as his hon. friend,
.the mover of the resolution, in hoping
that the Treaty would be extended so
as to include smaller offences than
under its existing provisions. He was
afraid that such an extension would be
attended by very many dangers,
and it would deprive of liberty many
of our fellow subjects, or at all events
those whose extradition might be
demanded for comparatively light
offences.  Undoubtedly, provision
should be made in such a measure that
the tribunal before which any extra-
dited person should be sent, should be
one of such a status as to prevent the
possibility of aninjustice being done
him. No person in such circumstances
should be tried before an insignificant

Sir Joun A. MACDONALD.
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court in a foreign country. They
were told that the attention of His Ex-
cellency’s Government had been
directed to some of the anomalies in the
Royal Commission and the Royal
instructions to the Governor General,
particularly with regard to the exercisc
of the Royal prerogative. Some anom-
alies certainly did exist, but he doubted
whether there was any particular ne-
cessity for dealing with that subject
now any more than at any former
period. These instructions had lasted for
very many years, and on a very recent
occasion they were utterly disregarded
and sct aside, and they could be set
aside again. His hon. friend who
moved the resolution had alluded to
some of the anomalies which were to
be cured by the negotiations referred
to in this paragraph. What these were,
they would not learn until the bill was
submitted to the House. While the
people of the Great West would be
seriously disappointed at the informa-
tion that the Pacific Railway was not to
be prosecuted immediately, he thought
other parts of the country would learn
with equal regret and equal disappoint-
ment, that the completion of the canal
system was to be postponed; and he
hoped and believed that before the ses-
sion closed sufficient arguments would
be used to hon. gentlemen opposite to
induce them to reconsider the position
they had apparently taken with respect
to these great works. It was in refer-
ence to that clause that he had called
the attention of the Premier to thc
desirability of an alteration being made
80 as to prevent the necessity of the
Opposition moving an amendment
to it. The latter portion of that
paragraph stated ¢ that though expec-
‘““tations are entertained that the outlay
“may ultimately be repaid to the
‘“ country, it may be advisable not to
“press all the works contemplated in
¢ the earlier years of Confederation to
‘““completion at present.” Now,a good
many hon. members felt that if it were
at all possible, though there had been
a considerable outlay, and though there
would have to be a considerable addi-
tional outlay, yet these works should
be now pressed to completion. The
depression which existed in the country,
which was noticed by his hon. friend
the mover of the resolution, which
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could not be denied, which wasobvious
to everybody, and which he (Sir John
A. Macdonald) was afiraid there was no
immediate hope of dispelling, had
caused a great want of employment
among our people; and if ever there
were a time when not only these works
but also the Pacific Railway and other
large public works should be pressed
forward as fast as possible, now was the
time. Our towns were filled with
people craving for employment, asking
leave totoil, willing to labour, and now,
when the families of these people were
starving, the works should be pressed
to completion. Another reason why
this should be done was, that in conse-
quence of the want of employment,
and in consequence of thefallin prices,
these works could be constructed infin-
itely cheaper now than years hereafter,
when the prosperity, which his hon.
friend prophesied would arrive, was on
us, and we were cnjoying the advan-
tages of it. With returning prosperity,
the price of labour and of materials
would rise, and if he (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) were going to move an amend-
ment to the resolution, which he hoped
not to be obliged to do, he should move
that they hoped, notwithstanding the
depression which now cxisted, and
notwithstanding the outlay which had
already been made on these works, the
Government would be able to complete
them at an early date. He had hoped
that with the credit Canada possessed,
and enjoying as we did the advantages
of the able financing of the Minister of
Finance, that gentleman would have
been able to contrive some means
whereby, without unduly burdening
the revenue of the country, the Govern-
ment could complete these works. It
was worth while for the Government
to strain every nerve to assist the
country in this way out of its present
depressed state, and he would deeply
regret—and he had no doubt the House
and the country would also regret—if
the condition of the revenue would not
admit of the expenditure. The House
was glad to know that the traffic on the
Intercolonial had been 8o considerable.
The Opposition was sure that the fact
that the road had been so successful
must give the greatest satisfaction to
the Premier, because of the vindication
1t afforded of the prophecy and defence
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of the route he made in 1865. It must
be a great gratification to the Premier,
as it was to him (Sir John A. Macdon-
ald) that the expectations both of
them had formed in that respect
had been more than fulfilled. Every
Canadian and lover of his country
must have felt gratified at the success
of Canada at the Philadelphia Exhibi-
tion, as it had shown notonly to the rest
of the world but to Canadians, what the
Dominion could do in arts and manu-
factures. At the same time it was
true that the advantage Canada had
gained, so far as the United States
market was concerned, was very little.
Mr. Bright had said, two yecars before,
that it was not much use sending
manafactures to an exhibition in a
country which practically excluded all
forcign manufactures from its markets.
It had proved that the Dominion
gained little, if anything, by exhi-
biting, so far as American trade was
concerned ; and, indeed, if our display
had had one effect on the Americans
more than another, it was that of mak-
ing the manufacturers resist more than
ever before any alteration in the tariff
of their country. But while the
advantage in tho United States market
had not been great, the advantage of
exhibiting our goods at the place
to which people from all parts of the
world resorted, had been marvellous,
and he joined with the hon. member
for South Wellington in congratulating
the country and the Housc and our
manufacturers on opening new fields in
other parts of the world than the conti-
nent of North America: He would in
that connection make a single remark
about the compliment that was paid to
the energics and wisdom of the Com-
missioners in charge of the arrange-
ments. There were various opinions
held with reference to them. It was
believed that some were good and some
were not 5o good, and it might be said
that if the exhibition, so far as Canada
was concerned, had been a success, 1t
had been a success notwithstanding
the obstructions placed in the way of
the exhibitors by some or one of the
Commissioners. With reference to the
paragraph relating to the exhibition at
Sydney, it might be considered by some
a verbal criticism to say that the para-
graph was rather too much in the
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Queen Elizabethan style, stating as it
did that the Government had made the
arrangements and the House would

ay the bill. The paragraph might
Eave stated that the oconsent of the
House to the arrangements as well as
to the provision for the arrangements
would be avked. e was certainly
glad to find that, notwithstanding the
loss of rovenue consequent on the
diminution of our importations,
the reductions effected during the
current year had gone far to restore
the equilibrium between income and
oxpenditure. The question as to how
farithad gone torestore an equilibrium,
the House would learn by and bye, and
whether it. had restored the equili-
brium, or whether there was a deficit.
If the latter, they would bear the
announcement with all the resignation
possible. The House was glad that
considerable reductions had  been
effected during the year; but in what
direction these reductions had been
made, of course hon. members did not
know. Perhaps they had been effected
by the dismissal of some of the nu-
merous clerks, messengers, and servants
of the Government of whom the hon.
Premier had complained so loudly,

so strenuously, and so eloquently
as having blocked up all the
avenues to the public offices. But

if it had been in this direction
that the reduction had been made,
perhaps it would be found that the
officers who had been left have had
additions to their salaries by way of
bonus or otherwise in order to spur
them 1o accomplish the extra work
imposed upon them. Everybody must

reo with the regret expressed by
His Excellency,that he was unable to
announce any progress in obtaining a
settlement of the Fishery claims
under the Washington Treaty. He
(Sir John A. Macdonald) was glad to
learn that the Government had been
making, and would continue to make,
efforts in that direction. The Speech
did not mention the nature of these
cfforts, but no doubt in due course
they would be made known. He
hoped, with the hon. gentleman who
had moved the resolution, that if
the (Government of the TUnited
States as iv now exists, did not, during
the short period which remains for its
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cxistence, remove the stigma it had
cast upon the good faith of the Ameri-
can people by positively refusing to
carry out the provisions of the Treaty,
the incoming Government would be
more sensible of the good reputation
of the United States and their duty
towards Canada. He was glad to see
that in drafling the answer to the
paragraph with regard to the Treaty
with the Indians, the House was called
upon to confirm the policy of the con-
cossions made to the Indians. Of course
everybody agreed that His Excellency
in conforming to the judicious aud
humane course which the British Gov-
ernment adopted and which the Cana-
dian Government had followe