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That in all, 16 tenders were sent in for the performance of said work, averaging from

$182,630 to $301,185. The four lowest tenders, being as follows
John S. Tolton, W alkerton......... ........ .............................. $182,630
George Neilson, Belleville,..... ......................... .................... 200,375
W . H. Ellis, Toronto ..................................... ................... 212,155
Moore, Clendenning & Wilson, Walkerton ................. ........... 212,540

"That on the 23rd February, 1874, an Order in Council was passed, setting forth
the fact that 16 tenders had been sent in, and containing as follows :-' That W.
H. Ellis, whose tender is third lowest, and when extended is found to amount
$212,155, appears to be in a position to execute the work satisfactorily, and that
his sureties appear to be good and solvent, and recommending that the tender of
Mr. Ellis be accepted, and that for the due fulfillment of his contract satisfactory
security be required on real estate, or by deposit of money, public or municipal se-
curities, or bank stock, to the amount of 5 per cent. on the bulk sum of his con-
tract.'

That four days later, on the 27th February, without any information in relation to
the said Ellis having, as appears by the Returu, been furnished to the Department,
a telegram to the following effect, was sent by Mr. Braun, Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Public Works to Messrs. Moore, Clendenning & Wilson :-

'Your tender for Goderich Harbour Works is amongst the lowest ; are you prepared
to deposit 5 per cent. of contract amount, and are both your sureties men of large
means and property,' to which telegram Moore & Co., on the 28th February, re-
plied as follows :-

'Prepared to make deposit and go on with Goderich Harbour Works; can give satis-
faction as to standing of sureties.'

That on the 7th March an Order in Council was passed on a memorandum of the
Minister of Public Works of the 5th March, stating;-' That Mr. Ellis has
left the country, and recommending that the next lowest tender, that of Messrs.
Dav'd Moore & Co., whose tender, when extended, amounts to the sum of $212,540,
be accepted.'

"That on the 20th March, 1874, a letter was addressed to J. Y. Elwood., Esq., of
Goderich, instructing him to examine titles and state value of property offered by
Messrs. David Moore & Co., as security, and to say what it would bring at Sheriff's
sale.

"That on the 28th March, the said Elwood reported to the Department of Public
Works, that the property was worth from $5,900 to $5,500, less a mortgage upon
it of $1,400.

"That by a schedule submitted by other valuators appointed by the Government on
the 11th June, 1874, it appears that properties valued at $11,800, less $3,400, in-
cumbrances, were accepted as security, the security having been fixed by the De-
partment at $7,500, being $3,127 less than 5 per cent. on the bulk sum of the con-
tract.

"That on the 16th day of February, 1877, after notîce had been given of the intention
to move for the papers, a letter was addressed by Mr. Page to Mr. Mackenzie,
Minister of Public Works, in answer to enquiry from him, explaining the reason
why the tender of John S. Tolton had not been accepted, the reason being that the
tender of John S. Tolton was at that time looked upon as so low that some trouble
was taken to ascertain whether he was a person acquainted with such work; but
no information could be obtained about him, and that it would be injudicious to
entrust the execution of such work to him, as it probably would result, not only
in a loss to the Government, but also prove ruinous to the man himself. But there
does not appear to have been any correspondence in relation to the said John S.
Tolton, or any reference to him or to the reason forignoring his tender at the time
the contract was let.

That on the 22nd February, 1877, tiie Hon. E. Blake addressed a note to the Hon. A.
Mackenzie, requesting that a letter written by him on the 2nd January, 1874, might
be included among the papers, which letter was in the following terms:-

"'TORONTO, January 2nd, 1874.
'My DEAR MAcKENzE,-David Moore, of Walkerton, asks me to inform you that he is

about to tender for the Goderich Works. and I do so accordingTy. I told my friend
Moore that an introduction was unnecessary, as you would let the work fairly with-
out respect ofpersons.

"' Yours truly,
" (Signed), 'EDWARD 1BLAKE.'

That, notwithstanding the statement in the letter of Mr. Page to Mr. Mackenzie. it
appears from a statement made by an honorable member in his place in this House,
that the Hon. Minister of Public Works had information connected with tie said
John S. Tolton, the following telegram having been addressed to him by Mr.
David Stirton, at that time a Member of this House:-



lx TABLE OF CONTENTS.

PAGE.
"'GUELPH, January 4th, 1874.

"'To the Hon. ALEXANDER MAcKENzIu. Minister of Public Works, Ottawa:-
"'1 understand that John S. Tolton, of Walkerton, has tendered for the Goderich

Harbour Works. Mr. Tolton is a thorouglh practical, honest and reliable man,financially able, and accustomed to the construction of Public Works. The securi-
ties named are reliable, sound men.

"(Signed) 'D. STIRT ON.
"That it appears that the tender of John S. Tolton was improperly ignored, and that

the country lias lost thereby the sum of $29,525.
"That in the opinion of this House, the Government in thus awarding this contract,

are justly censurable for violating the principles of the contract system, and
causing serious loss to the country."-(J!r. Farrow) ..... .............. .... ...... 1511
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THE DEBATES

OF' THE

HOUSE OF COMMONS OF CANADA
IN THE

IFOURTH SESSION OF THE THIRD PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA,

APPOINTED TO MEET FOR THE DESPATCH OF BUSINESS S FEBRUARY.

1877, IN THE FORTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF

HEU MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA.

IIOLUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, Sth Feb., 1877.

The Parliament which had been
prorogued successively from the twelfth
day of April, 1876, and thence from
time to time to the eighth day of
February, 1877, met this day for the
<lespatch of business.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
three o'clock.

A Message from lis Excellency the
Governor General, by the Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod:-

" Mr. SPEAKER,-
"His Excellency the Governor General

.commands this Honourable House to attend
immediately in the Chamber of the Senate."

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the
House, went up to attend bis Excel-
lency;

And having returned;

CONTROVERTED ELECTION.

Mr. SPEAKER inforned the House
that he had received from one of the
Judges selected for the trial of Election
Petitions, pmrsuant to The Dominion
Controverted Elections Act, 1874, a Cer-
tificate relating to the Election for the
Electoral District of the County of
GICflegarry.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the bouse,
that in conformity with the Act 37
Victoria, Chapter 10, Section 36, he had
issued his Warrant to the Clerk of the
Crown in Chanccry to make out a new
Writ of Election for the said Electoral
District.

VACANCIES.

Mr. SPEAKER further informed
the House, that he had received the
following notifications of vacancies
whieh had occurred in the representa-
tion, viz:-

Of THomAs SCATCHERD, Esq., Member for
the Electoral District of the North Riding of
the County of Middlesex, by decease; 0f
DAVID STIRTON, Esq., Member for the El:c.
toral District of the South Riding of the
County ot Wellingto i, by resignation; Of
ADAM GORDoN, Esq., Menber for the Elec-
toral Dictrict of the North Riding of the
County of Ontario, by decease; Of the Hon.
MALCOLU CAMERoN, Member for the Elec o-
ral Dictrict of the South Riding of the
County of Ontario, by decease; Of BARCLAY
E. TaREMAIN Esq., Menber for the Electoral
District of V'ictoria, N.S., by acceptance of
the office of County Judge in Cape Breton;
Of CRRISTIAN HENRY PozER, Esq., Menb r
for the Electoral District of Beauce, by resig-
nation; Of the Hon. DAVII MILts, Member
for the Electoral District of the County of
Bothwell, by acceptance of the office of
Minister of the Interior; Of the Hon. DArîî>
liAiri). Me-nber for the Electoral District o
Queen's County District, P.E.I., by accep-
tance of the office cf Lieutenant Governer of
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the North-West Territories; Of the H n.
RonocerE LiAFLAMME, Member tor the Elec-
toral District of Jacques Cartier, by accept-
ance of an office of emolunent under the
Crown ; 'Of the Houi. Jous Lix VAu
CAMERoN, Member for the Eletoral District
ofthe County of Cardwell, by decease, and
Of the Hion. C. A. P. PEiLLTiER, Member
for the Electoral Dist-ict of Kanouraska, by
acceptance of the office of Minister of Agri-
culture; and tiat lie had i-sued lis several
Warrants to the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery, to make out new Writs of Elec-
tion for the said places respectively.

NEW MEMBERS ELECTEI).

Mr. SPEAKER further informed
the House, that during the Recess the
Clerk of the House had received from
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery
Certificates of the Etection and Returin
of the following Members, viz:-

Of RoBERT Come ScArCrERD, Esq., for the
Electoral District ofthe North Riding of the
County of Middlesex; Of the Hon. TioMAs
NicHoLsoN Gians, for the Electoral Dist-ict
of theSouth RidingofthcCountyof Ontario;
Of WrituxM HENRY GiBBis, Esq., for the
Electoral District of the North Riding of he
County of Ontario; Of DoNALD GurittI:.
Esq., for the Electoral District of the South
Ridng of the County of Wellington ; Of
ARCnrLt McNÂun, Esq., for the Electoral
District of the County of Glengarry; Of
CHARLES J. (AMPBELL,Esq., for tlie Electoral
District of Victoria, N.S.; Of JosEPrii BoLDue,
Esq., for the Electoral District of Beauce;
Of t:e Hon. DAÂYx MLLs, for the Elect iral
District ofthe Countv of Bothwell: Of the
Hlon. .AMES COLLEDGE POPE, for the Elec.
toral District of Queen'P Countv DiStrIct,
P.E.I. ; Of the Hion. RoDnoiE LAFLAMME,
for the Electoral District of .J acq1ies Cartier;
and of DALTON MCCAnrux, Esq. lor the
Electoral District of the Couity of Cardwell.

NEW MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

The following Members having pre-L' ~ e
viously taken the Oath according tO
Law, and subscribed the Roll contain-
ing the saine, took their seats in the
louse, viz:-

ROBERT CoLx SCATCH ERD, Esq., Member
for the Electoral District of th- Norti Riding
ofthe County ot Middlesex :-Hon. THoMAs
NicHoLsoN GBus, Mem ber for the Electoral
District of the South Riding of the County
of Ontario.-WILLIAM HENRi GlnBs, Esq.,
Member for t be Electoral District of the North
Riding of the Couinty of Ontario.-DnÀLD
GUTHRIE, Esq., Menber for the Electoral
District of the South Riding of the County of
Wellington.-A RexA.D McNÂB, Esq., M emn-
ber for the Electoral District of the County
of Glengarry.-CHARiEs J. CAMprELL, Esq.,
Member for the Electoral District of Victoria,
N.S.-JosEPHn BoLDUC, Esq., Memîlber for

Mr. SPEAKER.

the Electoral District of B2auce.-Horn.
DAviD MILLs, Member for the Electoral Dis-
tr'ct of the County of Bothwel.-Honî. JAM E S
CoLLEnGE PorE. Memuber for the Electoral
District of Queen's County District, P.E.I.
-aud Hon. RoîoLrE LA FLAMME, Memlber
for the electoral District of Jacques Cartie:.

OATIIS OF OFFICE BILL.

MUr. MACKEN-Z[E introduced a Bill
(No. 1.) respecting the administra-
tion of Oaths of Office, wiieh Va- read
the first time.

SPEECHI FROM THE THRONE.

Mr. SPEAKER reported lis Excel-
lency's Speech, and read a copy thereof
to the Honse; whieh is as follows

lonourable Gentlemen of the Senate:
Gentlemen of the Jlouee of Commons:

" I an glad to be again enabled to suimuonà
you to meet for the despatch of business at
the time which has been considered best
suited to the convenience of members.

" During the recess, I visited the Province
of British Columnbia, and had much satistac-
tion in becoming acq;.ainted with the people
of that interesting part of the Dominion,
and with the c.imnate and resources of their
Province.

" The surveys of the Pacifie Railway have
been prosecuted with the utimost vigour and
at a larger cost during the past than in anîy
previouis year, but if has not been found pos-
sible, as vet, to complete the location o
the line, and I have consequently been
obliged to postpone the inviting of tenders
for its construction On the ternis indicated
by the Act of 1874.

"A further correspoudence on the subjects
at issue between ny Governnentand British
Coluîmbia will be laid before you.

During the recent suspension ofthe Extra-
lition arrangements with the United States,

I took care tliat the importance to Canada
of a speedv resumptioa of these arrange-
ments should be represented to Her Majesty's
Government, whose attention lias been
turther invited to the expediency of largely
extending the provisions of the existing
treatv.

1 aum glad to be able to state that, while the
operation of fthe Treaty lias been resumed,
negotiations are in progress for a convention,
more liberal, and better suited to the circum-
stances of the two couintries.

' The attention of ny Governmnent havinxg
heen directed to some anomalies in the Royai
Commission and Royal Instructions to the
Governor General, particularly with regard
to the exercise of the Prerogative of Pardon,
steps have been taken towards the aneni-
ment of theme instruments.

't Papers on this subject, as well as on that
of tie Extradition qu'estion, will be laid be-
foi voii.

[CO3D10NS.] the Throne.
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" The great publie works connected with
the St. Lawrence navigation, and the canais
required to complete the system, have been
prosecuted with success during the past year.

"Nearly all the works on the Welland and
Lachine Canals have been placed under con-
tract on terms favourable to the country.

" The active prosecution of these works
during the last three years has necessarily
increased the public debt, and, though ex-
pectations are entertained that the outlay
may ultinately be repaid to the country, it
may be considered advisable not to press al
the works, contemplated in the earlier years
of Confederation, to completion at present.

" I am happy to state that the Intercolonial
Railway was opened for traffic, Lhroughont
its entire length, earlv in the summier, with
as favourable results as could have been ex-
pected.

" One of the inine-liate advantages ofthe
completion of the Raiway was the delivery
and reception of the British Mails at
Halifax after the closing of the St. Law -
rence; and I am happy to say that, up to the
present tine, mails and passengers have
been successfully carried over the line with-
out any interruption.

"The exhibition of Canadian produets, ina-
nufactures, and works of art at the United
States National Exposition at Philadelphia
was eninently successful, and proclained to
the world that Canada lad already taken a
high place as a farming, manufacturing and
inîning country.

" It is gratiyiing to be able to state that the
expenditure was kept well within the esti-
mate.

"It is but just that J should, acknowledge
that the success achieved by the enterprise
Of our people was largely aided by the
energy and wisdoi of the Conmmnissioners
who i had charge of the arrangements.

" have considered it advisable in the
interest of the countrv to iake arrange-
ments f'or exhibitiig Canadian prodncts at
the Exhibition to be lield at Sydney, New
South Wales, for which you will be asked t,)
imake provision.

" Notwithstanding the loss of revenue,
consequent chiefly on the diminution of our
importatione, the reductions effected durin,
the current year have gone far to restore the
equilibriumi between income and expenditure,
though great economy will be still needful to
attain this object.

" I regret that 1 an still unable to an-
nounce any progress in obtaining a settle-
ment of the Fishery claimis nnder the
Washington Treaty, thongh mny Gcovernment
lias made every effort to secure that result.

" My Conmmissioners have iade further
treaty arran2emiients. with certain ot the
Indian tribes-ofthe North-West territories, by
which tihei: title is extinguished to a very
large partui of the territories west of l'reaty
No. 4; and, although sone ofthe provisions
of this treaty are of a somewhat onerous and
exceptional character, I have thought it
revertheless advisable on the whole tu rat.ty

it. This treaty will be placed before you. I
have made an engagement to negotiate a
treatv with the remaining tribes east of the
Rock 1 Mountains.

lIhe expenditure incurred by the Indian
Treaties is undoubtedly large, but the Cana-
dian policy is nevertheless the cheapest,
ultimately, if we compare the results with
those of other countries ; and it is above all
a humane, just, and Christian olicy.

" Notwithstanding the deplorable war
waged between the Indian tribes in the United
States territories, and the Government of
that country, during the last year, no diffi-
culty lias arisen with the Canadian tribes
living in the immediate vicinity of the scenet
of hostilities.

" You wiill be asked to consider the expe-
diency of mnaking such changes in the Joint
Stock Conpanies Act as may obviate for tlhe
future the passage of special Acts of Parlia-
ment for the incorporation ofvarious classes
of Companies, including such corporations as
seek to engage in the borrowing and lend-
ing of noney, by providing for their organi-
zation by Letters Pateut.

" The desirability of affording additional
security to policy-holders of Litf Assurance
Companies lis engaged the attention of my
Government, and 1 trust that the measure
which will be submitted will accompiisli the
desired object.

" A mneasure will be subnitted to von f'or
the purpose of extending to the navigation
of the great inland waters riglits and
remedies at present confined to waters wtbin
the jurisdiction of the Courts of Vice-
Admniralty.

SYou ivill be asked to aiend and consoli-
date the laws relatinîg to Custons,

I Lave considered it advisable to provide
for the permanent prosecution of the Geolo-
gical Survey, which lias heretofore been
carried on under tenporary enactnents, and
to mnake this a distinct branci of the Civil
Service; your attention will be invited to a
Bill for that purpose.

" Measures will be submitted also for the
aiendmnent of the Weightus and Measures
Act, the Excise laws, and other Acts, and
also a Bill relating to Shipping.

" (entlemen of tle House. of Conznones

" The accounts of the past year wiil lb-
laid before you.

" The Esimiates of the next financial vear
will also be submiîed, and will, I trusi, be
found to be franed with a view to iieet the
existing circuinstances ofthe coîntrv, while,
at the saine time, providing for carrving Un
the a-hininistration of afftirs with etflcienev.

" Honourale Gentlenen of the Senate-

Gentlemten of t/le House of Coonuou:

i place full reliance on your prudence
and ability, and vour devotion to the work
of legislation, wiicl, I trust, inay be carriei
on and completed in such a way as to
minister to the prosperitv of the country
and the uinity of the people."

Speech front the Th1rone.
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On motion of Mr. MACKENZIE,
His Excellency's Speech was ordered
to be taken into consideration to-morrow.

Resolved, That the Votes and Proceedings
of the House be printed, being first perused
by Mr. Speaker, and that he do appoint the
printing thereof; and that no person but
such as he shall appoint do presuine to
print the same

Resolved, That Select Standing Committees
of this House, for the present Session, be
appointed for the following purposes :-1. On
Privileges and Elections.-2. On Expiring
Laws.--3. On Railways, Canals and Telegraph
Lines.-4. On Miscellaneous Private Bills.--5.
On Standing Orders.--G. On Printing.-7. On
Public Accounts.-8.- On Banking and Coin-
ierce.--9. On Immigration and Coloniza-
tion,-which said Conunittees shall severally
be empowered to examine and enquire into
all such matters and things as may be re-
ferred to thein by the House; and to report
froi tine to time their observations and
opinions thereon ; with power to send for
persons, papers and records.

REPORTS.
Mr. MACKENZIE laid before the

House the General Report of the Min-
ister of Publie Works, for the fiscal
year, ending the 30th June, 1876.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House
the Report of the Librarian of the
House of Commons. on the state of the
Library of Parliament, which was read.
OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DEBATES.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONAL D inquired

whether the Government had taken
or proposed to take any steps with a
view to procure an official report of
the Debates of the Session.

Mr. MACKENZIE replied that the
Government had not taken any steps,
the subject being one which the House
might deal with in its own discretion.
The Committee charged with the desire
of hon. members failed to make a re-
port last Session until the House was
so thin that there was no time to pro-
ceed with its consideration, the objec-
tion of any Membor being sufficient to
prevent discussion. The Government
thought it was desirable to leave the
question entirely in the hands of the
H1ouse.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD hoped
the Premier, who had considerable in-
fluence with the House, would exercise
it so that the House and the country
might have a correct report of the
debates.

SPEECH.

Mr. BOWELL said the Committee
met and adopted a report, and it was in
consequence of the Chairman having
neglected to present the report in time
that it was not concurred in. If blame
attached to any one, it was not to the
Committee, but to the Chairman.

Mr. CAUCHON said he brought the
report immediately before the House,
and he vas not responsible for any
delay which occurred.

House adiourned at
Four o'clock.

HlOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 9th Feb., 1877.
The Speaker took the chair at Three

o'clock.
MR. JUSTICE LORANGER.

PETITION.

Mr. MOUSSEAU presented the peti-
tion of Mr. Justice Loranger denying
the charges contained in the petition
of François X. A. Biron and others
presented against him at the close of
last session, expressing his desire to
undergo an investigation, and his in-
tention of demanding one if the peti-
tion is reported, and requesting before-
hand that he may be heard before the
House in the event of further proceed-
ings.

REPORTS.
Mr. BLAKE laid before the House

the Report of the Hon the Minister of
Justice, having reference to Peniten-
tiaries.

Mr. SMITH laid before the House
the ninth annual Report of the Depart-
ment of Marine and Fisheries, being
for the fiscal year ended 30th June,
1876; aiso, Supplement (No. 1) to thé
foregoing, being a List of Lights on the
coasts, rivers and Lakes of the Domin-
ion of Canada, on the 31st December,
1876.

Mr. BURPEE laid before the House
Tables of the Trade and Navigation of
the Dominion of Canada, for the year
ending 30th June, 1876.
ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS

EXCELLENCY'S SPEECH.
The House proceeded to the consider-

ation of His Excellency's speech at the
opening ofthe Session

(COMMONS.] Business.
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Mr. GUTHRIE (South Wellington)
moved the resolution in reply to the
Speech from the Throne. After craving
as a new member the indulgence of the
House while endeavouring to deal with
subjects of such importance to the
Dominion at large, he called attention
to the period ol the year at which
Parliament had been called together
for the past three sessions, and sug-
gested that the opening should take
place even earlier, so that the legisla-
tive business might be closed before
spring opened. Adverting to the
Governor General's visit to British
Columbia, he remarked that His Excel-
lency had visited almost every part of
the Dominion, and his visits had been
received everywhere with marked
appreciation. That satisfaction which
ho expressed baving felt, has been felt
in return towards him by the people.
From His Excellency's speeches it was
manifest that ho felt a real pride in
the country over which he is Governor,
and the country was equally proud of
its Governor. A great benefit would
undoubtedly be derived from the ad-
dresses delivered by Lord Dufferin,
and his recent speech at the Toronto
Club perhaps exeelled all previous
ones, admirable as they were. The
next paragraph in the Speech from the
Throne contained matter partly for
congratulation and partly for regret.
It was satisfactory to find that the
surveys of that great national work,
the Pacific Railway, had been pushed
forward with vigour, and that the ex-
penditure upon them had been greater
during the past than any previous
year. But itwas not agreeable to find
that the work was so great and the
difficulties so formidable. Sufficient
progress had not been made to enable
contracts to be let. Every one must
admit that it was indispensably noces-
sary before contracts were let or
tenders asked, that the location of the
road should be completed ; but ;t was
indeed not surprising that further delay
was necessary when consideration was
given to the character of the country
which the road would traverse, and the
difficulty experienced in finding a suit-
able seaport as an outlet for the rail-
way ; and it was no matter of surprise
that the greatest care had been noces-
sary on the part of the engineers in

selecting a route, especially when that
selection might increase or diminish
the expenditure by twenty million
dollars. The question of the extradi-
tion of criminals between this country
and the United States vas one of much
importance. The treaty which had
been for many years in operation was
lately suspended, but it had been
restored. That circumstance was a
matter for congratulation and satisfac-
tion, because, lying as Canada does
along a widely extended frontier, with
ample means of communication with
the adjoining Republic, it was of more
importance to the Dominio - than to
the mother country that the treaty
should be in florce. It was moreover
a source of gratification to find that
negotiations were pending with a view
of largely extending the class ofcrimes
to be embraced in the extradition
treaty. Although the crimes for
which offenders might now be extra-
dited were of a grave character, they
were comparatively few in number,
and the crimes most common in our
midst were those for which no provision
was made in the treaty---such as larceny,
embezzlement, and fraudulent removal
ofassets by bankrupt traders. le hoped
the result of the negotiations would be
to have not only a treaty more extended
in its operations, but containing pro-
visions framed for its perfect working.
Indeed, there was no reason why the
operation of the treaty should be con-
fined to what might be called the more
serious crimes. Neither Canada nor
the United States desired their coun-
tries to become asylums for crim'inals,
and the treaty might include the
lesser crimes with benefit to both peo-
ples. They were informed in the
Speech tbat steps had been taken to
amend the Royal Commission and the
Instructions of the Governor General
in some respects in which they con-
tained anomalous provisions under-
stood to be inconsistent with our con-
stitutional freedom and that system of
responsible governmen t whichwe enjoy.
The anomalies referred to were chiefly:
First, the power possessed by the Gov-
ernor General to pardon a prisoner con-
vieted of a capital offence without the
advice or even against the advice of
his Council; and, second, the power
possessed by him to disallow any act

The Address.5
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of a Provincial Logis lature, aIlso with-
out the advice of his Council or even
contrary to their advice. It must be a
source of satisfaction that those anom-
alies were about to be removed; that
the country was to enjoy responsible
government in a more complete form
than hitherto. It was not correct to
say that those provisions in the Royal
Commission and instructions were
obsolete and wcre never enforced,
because with regard to one of them
à case occurred not many years
ago where the power was exer-
cised ; and with respect to the other,
viz., that of the disallowance of Acts
of Provincial Legislatures, an opinion
w-as obtained from the law officers of
the Crown in England as late as 1873
wbich affirmed that the Governor
General possessed that power, and vas
entitled, of course, to exercise it.
These were not, therefore, obsolete, but
practical questions, and the adminis-
tration of the day was entitled to
the thanks of the country for having
secured the removal cf anomalies
whicb, in practice, might not have
worked badly in the past, but which
might in the future be the source of
very great difficulty and misunderstand-
ing. It was the part of statesmen not
to be wise after the fact, but before it.
The Speech referred to the opening of
the Intercolonial Railway, regarding
which undertaking it should be remem-
bered that, although the road might
not prove remunerative for many
years, yet it was not projected or con-
structed as a commercial enterprise.
It was entered upon as a national work,
and he was prepared to support an ex-
penditure for any reasonable time in
order that the railway might be kept
open, and that the Provinces which it
serves might be brought closer to-
gether, not only with regard to per-
sonal intercourse, but in matters of
trade and commerce. Since the rond
was openod, considerable trade had
sprung up between the Maritime Pro-
vinces and Ontario, and the millers of
Upper Canada especially had been en-
abled to send 1heir produce to ports of
Quebec and the Maritime Provinces
which they were formerly unable to
reach. It was satisfactory to find that,
so far, no difficulty had been expe-
rienced in keeping the road open during

Mr. GUTHRIE.

the present season, and even if trouble
were encountered, he trusted a deter-
mined effort would be made to work
the road and avail themselves of our
winter port. Reference was made
in the Speech to the display of
Canadian goods at the Philadelphia
Exhibition, which display astonished
not only foreign nations but Canadians
themselves. The results obtained
would be of permanent benefit to the
country. He was personally aware
that in consequence of the admirable
display made by the Dominion, many
Ontario manufacturers had received
orders from the most distant parts of
the world. Those orders had been
executed, and if the quality of the
goods was as high as was expected, a
largely increased trade would ensue.
In that connection, the country would
consider the Government bad acted
wisely in determining that Canada
should be represented at the forthcom-
ing Exhibition at Sydney. Our rela-
tions with other British Colonies should
be cultivated. After the display of
their own products, nothing was, per-
haps, so gratifying at the Philadelphia
Exhibition as the very creditable dis-
play sent by the Australian Colonies.
If, as a result of the Canadian display
at Sydney, a trade should spring up, it
would be one of great magnitude, and
prove advantageous to Canada and
Australiaalike. No means of removing
the prevailing trade depression would
prove more efficacious than the opening
up of new foreign markets for our
manufactures and products. A. manu-
facturer of sewing machines in the
town in which he resided (Guelph) did
the greater portion of his trade with
South America, where lie was able
successfully to compete with British
and American makers. In the discus-
sion on trade depression, the fact was
often lost sight of that the country had
passed through similardull times. The
present depression was not to be com-
pared with that which followed the
crisis of 1857, from which the country
did not recover for five or six years.
There was bound to be a return of
prosperity, no matter what G overnment
was in power, for indeed they could
affect it in a very tri fling degree. After
complimenting the Canadian Commis-
sioners at Philadelphia, the hon. mem-
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ber remarked that the paragraph in
the Speech relatinig to the comparative
position of the revenue and expendi-
ture would possess public interest. By
reason principally of a decline in iin-
portations, there lad been a loss of
revenue, which, in itself, was always a
serious matter, but there was some
satisfaction in knowingthat the reduc-
tion in expenditures proposed by the
Government last year, and assented to
by the House, had resulted in nearly
meeting or being quite equal to the
tmount of that decline. It was proper

that the polier of economy and re-
trenchment should be still continued.
That was what the (-vernment pro-
posed, and it was a course which would
reccive the sanetion of the House and
country, because it vas the policy of
coimon sense. The decline in imports
was due to the fact that the people
vere not able to buy so. freely as

formerly, and when their constituents
had found it necessary to retrench, the
Government should not neglect to act
in the same direction. When the peo-
ple were poor was not the time to in-
erease taxation. The poverty of the
people shonld not be the occasion for
increasing their burdens, and the pro-
per policy to adopt was to follow the
example of the people,who, by frigality
and economy, had been endeavouring
te pay their way. The position of the
United States towards the Dominion
in the matter of the non-payment of
compensation for the use of the Cana-
dian Fisheries was one that excited a
painful regret that a great nation
'should so far forget its own honour as
to treat with contempt, at all events
with neglect, the representations of
the British Government, asking them
simply to fulfil their obligations.
No doubt the United States
were as firmly bound as possible
in that matter, but hitherto they had
set us at defiance in regard to com-
pensation for our fishories, and we had
failed to obtain an excuse, valid or in-
valid, for the delay; and that, too, in
the face of the fact that the British
Government had fulfilled all its obliga.
tions, and in view of' the balance re-
maning of the fifteen millions, it had
much more than fulfilled them. He
trusted that the Administration to be
inaugurated on the 4th of March

would take a view more worthy of the
obligations the Washington Treaty
imposed on them, and that the country

1 would no longer shrink from perform-
its duty in that matter. He concurred
in the sentiments expressed in the
Speech with regard to the mode of
dealing with the Indians by paying
them a fair comnpensatioii for their
lands, instead of pursuing a policy of
slaughter and extermination, as a just
and Christian policy. Legislation
respecting the regulation and formation
of joint-stock companies, especially
such as lend and borrow money, was
desirable, as indicated in the Speech.
Such corporations had been vcry
plentiful of late vears, and had striven
to obtain from Parliament more
favourable charters than their neigh-
bours. Such legislation must have
occupied mueh time, and towards the
end of each session clauses were
allowed to pass which otherwise would
not have been approved. 1t was,
indeed,well known that some insurance
companies and money-lending corpora-
tions, in soliciting subscriptions for
stock, boasted that they had got most
valuable charters. Such an announce-
ment simply meant that they had
obtained power to borrow as much
money as possible on little security
and at a low rate of interest. All
would agree that that kind of private
legislation should be terminated, and a
general Act passed under which no
company would be granted any special
privileges. In England, the Companies
Act of 1862 had prevented special
legislation in regard to such corpora-
tions,and been found to work admirably.
If a similar Act were passed in Canada,
much time of Parliament vould be
saved and the public interest con-
served. The hon. member expressed
approval of the proposed legislation
with a view to protect policy holders
of lifo insurance companies, and
pointed to the distress which had
been caused by the failure of a leading
company in New York. He endorsed
the proposal to extend the maritime
laws to our great rivers and inland
waters, giving special rights and
remedies under Canadian laws, a
change which he presumed would
not be objectionable to the Imperial
Government. It was proposed by
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an Act of the Dominion Parliament
to constitute Courts having the civil
jurisdiction of Courts of Vice-Admi-
ralty. Those Courts had jurisdiction
to the extent of tide water, but they
had not jurisdiction over the great in-
land navigation system of Canada.
The Americans did not at first extend
that jurisdiction over the lakes and
rivers lying between their country
and the Dominion, but for some years
the maritime law had been extended
by them to those waters. A similar
law should be extended to Canadian
waters. In view of the importance of
the mineral resources of the country,
he approved of the proposal to place
the Geological Survey on a permanent
footing, and attaching it to one of the
branches of the Civil Service. Within
its scope would be embraced botany,
meteorology, and other branches of
physical science. The concluding
paragraph of the Speech from the
Throne expressed confidence in their
prudence and ability in proceeding
with the work of legislation, a confi-
dence wbich His Excellency would noL
find to have been misplaced, and it was
to be hoped that the result would be,
as indicated by His Excellency, the
prosperity of the country and liberty
of the people. They desired that this
young nation should be prosperous and
the people united; that there should
be no sectional jealousies, and with
that as the aim and object of legis-
lation, their purpose would be attained.
Viewing the subjects embraced in the
Speech, the constitutional questions,
the matters relating to public works
and to trade, and looking at the im-
portant legiilation proposed, he con-
fidently asked the favourable consider-
ation by the House of the resolutions
which be had the honour to propose.

Mr. BECHARD: However honour-
able may be the task of seconding the
Address in reply to His Excellency,
1 cannot venture to say that it
is with pleasure that I accepted that
honour. The feeling of my insufficiency
to touch upon every point in the vast
field laid open before me, produces a
degree of hesitation which the kindness
of the flouse alone can assist me in
overcoming. Thus, more than any of
those who have preceded me in the
path in which I now venture to tread,

Mr. GUTIRIE.

I feel the need of the indulgence of the-
House. The duty of thanking His
Excellency the Governor General for
the Speech with which lie every year
opens the session of Parliament, is one
to which the most perfect degree of
courtesy is invariably brought; but
that duty becomes an especially agrec-
able one when we are called upon to
perform it with reference to the emi-
nently distinguished man who to-day
presides over the destinies of Canada.
On many occasions since bis arrival
among us, Lord Dufferin bas donc the
country notable service. No man ap-
pears to have taken a greater interest
in its prosperity than he, and no man
bas spoken of its progress and natural
advantages more ably than lie. Es-
pecially the remembrance will not soon
fail of the eloquent account which be
gave of the country last year, on the
occasion of his visit to England, where
he became the panegyrist of Canada ;
he presented it before the eyes of the
mother country in the most favourable
light, sketching a brilliant picture of
its resources, extolling the harmony of
its inhabitants, and rendering a high
tribute to the character of .its inhabi-
tants, their feelings of loyalty to the
Crown, and their attachment to the
principles of the old British Constitu-
tion. But I must here make special
allusion to the jo.irney which His Ex-
cellency undertook last summer to the
must remote Province of the Dominion,
the Province of British Columbia.
There, again, the Governor General
found an opportunity of showing his,
devotion to the public interests, sparing
no trouble to examine into the re-
sources of that Province, and manifest-
ing bis wish to see every difficulty
smoothed away which might be of a
nature to disturb, even for a time, the
good understanding which ought to,
reign between the several Provinces
which form part of the Confederation.
Time would fail me, Mr. Speaker,
if I ventured here to enumerate
all Lord Dufferin's claims to our
gratitude; I merely wish to be al-
lowed to add that by bis affection
for the Canadian people, and the lively
interest which day by day lie takes irn
their prosperity, he appears to have
taken as bis device, the words s»
frequently repeated of one of the best
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men who ever reigned over a people:
" It is my wish that every inhabitant
of my kingdom should, every Sunday,
eat without stint." Long, Mr. Speaker,
may it be possible for him to display
in our midst the eminent qualities
which make him so dear to Canadians
of every origin and of every creed. It
was not without a lively feeling of
satisfaction that the House heard His
Excellency refer in his Speeclý to the
progress made in our varions public
undertakings; but an event which was
received with a special feeling of
enthusiasm was the opening of the
Intercolonial Railway. That great
Railway may now be looked upon as
one of the safest, most comfortable,
and most complete in all America.
Every doubt of its great utility
must vanish when it is considered
that, in addition to the fresh
facilities which it affords to trade,
it vill in great measure contribute
to the development of one of our
finest branches of industry, the
fisberies, and will at the same time
prove a powerful agent in promoting
colonization in a portion of territory
hitherto comparatively unexplored.
In this connection, Sir, may I be per-
mitted to claim a humble share in the
merit of those who, as members of this
louse, contributed to the prodaction
of the resolution which decided the
sclection of that line. Begun soon
after the inauguration of our federal
system, which made it a political as
wcll as a commercial necessity, the In-
tercolonial has finally, by its opening,
affixed the last seal to the union of the
Maritime Provinces with those which
formerly constituted the Province of
Canada. If we now turn our eyes
upon our vast public works in connec-
tion with the navigation of the St.
Lawrence and those which are in course
of being carried ont in the boundless
regions of the west, we shall find that
we have reason to congratulate our-
selves and the country upon the rapid
progress which, during some years
past, has been obtained in the execu-
tion of those enormous undertakings.
Already the colossal enterprise des-
tined to connect the Atlantic with
the Pacifie, shows highly appreciable
results, and notwithstanding the in-
numerable difficulties which beset

the carrying that work into effect,
we may now believe that, tbanks to the
vigour with which the operations are
directed, the line of the Pacifie Rail-
way will soon be completely located.
This will be a great step towards the
accomplishment of that gigantic enter-
prise, the management of which, as
well as that of our other great publie
works has been hitherto, it is but fair
to acknowledge, conducted by the
hon. the Prime Minister with a
degree of tact and prudence, combined
with a spirit of economy, of which the
Canadian people will not, in a fitting
time, fail to show their appreciation.
Connected with the construction of the
Pacifie Railway is another work, which
in no way yields to it in importance,
and that is the ceolonization of the
North-West. For several years the
Government of Canada availed them-
selves of different means to attract
immigration towards our great western
prairies. For that purpose, agencies
were kept up in different parts of
Europe, and various publications, in-
tended to convey a knowledge of our
territory and its natural advantages,
were circulated here and there. These
laudable efforts doubtless received
lively encouragement from the marked
results which follo ed them. I may,
however, be allowed to express the
view that in my humble opinion the
most powerful means which would
efficiently contribute to the colonization
of the North-West is the construction
of the Pacific Railway. I have always
considered railways as the mostpower-
ful colonizing agents. But here I
hasten to request hon. members,
especially those who sit on the left of
this House, not to be led to infer from
that, that, with a view of greater im-
pulse to the construction of that
immense railway, I should be dis-
posed to favour an increase of the
burdens and of the sacrifices whiclh are
now laid upon us. The Pacifie Railway
is a majestic work which must be
carried to a successful termination,
without doubt, but in time. To be
brought to that successful termination it
must, like all ourgreat public undertak-
ings, make gradual progress without
haste, without irregularity, and, above
all, according to the measure of our re-
sources. If, in contradistinction to the
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vise temporizing of the Prime Min ister,
we should be induced by false appear-
ances, or by vanity, to allow ourselves
to be drawn into excessive efforts which
would paralyze our powers by exhaust-
ing them, wo should, perhaps, ex-
pose ourselves to share the unlucky
fate of the Titan who found himself,
as a punishment for having attempted
to scale Olympus, condemned to pass
the rest of his days in absolute immo-
bility. However the case may be, the
Government bas lately given fresh
proofs of its regard for the cause of
colonization, and the friends of that
vork have seeri with pleasure, with-

out doubt, that, under treaties recently
entered into with the various Indian
tribes, vast additions of territory are
assured for the future in that immense
region which is one day destined to
become the granary of Canada, it may
even be of Europe. The philanthropie,
and above all, Christian policy, pro-
claimed by His Excellency with refer-
once to our Indian tribes has, I am
satisfied, been received with warm
approbation by all true friends of
humanitv, and indeed that poîicy is
but a faithful continuation of the
traditional liberality of England in her
treaties with those children of nature,
the hardships undergone by whom in
a neighbouring country have excited
pity in every Christian heart. In his
Speech, His Excellency draws the
attention of this House, in a very
marked manner, to the part which
Canada has taken at the great Exhibi-
tion at Philadelphia, and speaks in
flattering terms of the success which
we gained there. As it is well known,
the American Republic celebrated, last
summer, by an exhibition of objects of
art and products of every kind, the
hundredth anniversary of her indepen-
dence, of the day ever memorable in
history, when she took ber position
among the nations of the earth. Ail
peoples had been invited to this grand
international tournay, in which the
combatants no longer presented them-
selves, as in old time, lance in rest
and foot in stirrup; but under the
varied forms of the rich productions of
the agricultural and manufacturing
industries, in which were numberless
marvels, ravished by genius from the
secrets of science. It was the

Mr. BECHARD.

great strife of the peaceful arts, which
seemed to have gathered themselves
together in that vast enclosed field,
in order to measure their strength
there, in pacifie contests, whence should
result for the nations a new feeling of
emulation in the direction of advance-
ment, of reciprocal admiration, and
fraternity towards one another. This
youthful Canada of ours also entered
the list;, and we may say at once that
she left them covered with laurels.
Her triumph lias been so great that it
has been resolved to celebrate it in a
sol emn manner by a festival which is
being arranged with this object, and ot
which the inhabitants of this capital
will in a few days be the happy wit-
nesses. This distinguished success cer-
tainly confers the highest honour upon
the Government as well as upon the
representatives of Canada at Philadel-
phia, who one and all, neglected noth-
ing which could contribute to render
it as striking as possible. But as you
sec, Mr. Speaker, the high reputa-
tion which we acquired at Philadelphia
already produces appreciable results.
Already, far-distant nations seek to
open commercial intercourse with us,
and the House bas, without doubt,
learnt with satisfaction, fron the lips
of His Excellency, that in order to
meet overtures which had been made
to him in that respect, the Government
bas complied with the invitation to
have Canada represented at an Exhibi-
tion which would be held very shortly
in Australia. To extend the cil cle of
our commerce to the very ends of the
earth, to convey the products of our
various industries to the most distant
markets, even to the antipodes, would
this not be in reality, Mr. Speaker, for
our country, as yet so young, a success
worthy of the admiration of all, and it
is impossible to find one bet ter adapted
to encourage amongst us the develop-
ment of new sources of production.
Moreover, that which the country will
learn with special interest, and will
regard perhaps with reason, as one of
the results obtained by our display on
the grand theatre of Philadelphia is
the faet that on the occasion of the
renewal of the treaty concerning
the extradition of fugitive criminals,
negotiations have been opened, and are
now progressing, with the object of
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giving to the commercial relations
between the United States and Canada
a more intimate nature and a more
liberal basis. We in Canada have not
forgotten the admirable results of the
commercial poliey, initiated by the
treaty negotiated in 1854, under the
auspices of Lord Elgin, of illustrious
memory. This is why, notwithstand-
ing the abrogation ultimately of the
treaty by the Government at Wash-
ington, that of Canada believed that it
served the true interests of the country
by remaining faithful to this liberal
policy. If, under the exceptional cir-
cumstances in which it found itself
placed at the close of a terrible civil
war, the American Government
thougbt proper to raise, in a somewhat
exorbitant proportion, the duties on its
imaports, on the entry into its ports of
foreign products. the disastrous com-
mercial and industrial prostration
which has been the fatal consequence,
by creating disorder in the fortunes of
men, seems also to have deeply moved
their minds, and seems likely to be
followed by a powerful reaction on a
large scale towards its marvellous
prosperity. Whatever may happen,
the negotiations which are in progress,
when more cordial relations between
the two countries are considered, will
not fail to give an opportunity for the
final settlement of the fisheries ques-
tion, resulting from the Treaty of
Washington. This year, again, His
Excellency expresses to us his regret
at not having to announce to us any
advance towards the solution of this
question. But the Hlouse knows
already that these delays are not to be
attributed to the Government of Can-
ada. but attach rather to that of the
United States. It is to be regretted,
doubtless, that the great -Republic
should have shown, up to ilie present,
80 much inditference as to what affects
the settlement of this important ques-
tion. But Jet us abstain from all
reerimination, when we are, perhaps,
on the point of obtaining full satis-
faction, thanks to the negotiations
coinmenced, and which are so
well calculated to cement the
friendly relations which ought to exist
between two neighbouring countries
for, the common happiness of their
people. His Excellency is pleased to

conclude by expressing his confidence
in the prudence of the House, in its
devotion to the prosperity of the
country and in the unity of the people.
This House could not in a better way
make an echo to the homage'rendered to
the country, in the persons of its repre-
sentatives, than by declaring to Ris
Excellency, that, under his happy
auspices, and -with the skilful assis-
tance of those who have the honour to
be bis advisers, it would be difficult for
this House not to coöperate in the
prosperity of our young country, and
in promoting the harmony of the
various elements which are destined
to make us a mighty people. Nothing
further remains for me, Mr. Speaker,
but to thank the louse for its kind
attention, and to second the motion of
the hon. inember for South Welling-
ton.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
was not intended, so far as h kiew, to
move any amendment to the Address
from that side of the flouse, provided
a change which he would presently
saggest was made by bis lion. friend at
the head of the Government in a clause
which contained something, that, if
adopted, might be deemed obligatory on
the House as a matter of policy. He re-
ferred to the paragraph relative to the
completion of the work on the St. Law-
rence canals. The bon. member for
South Wellington, whom ho (Sir John
A. Macdonald) was glad to sec in this
House, though he would prefer to sec
him on the Opposition side of it, had
appealed to the House for the usual
consideration which was given to young
members. Of course, under any
circumstances, he would have received
that consideration ; but there was really
no occasion to bespeak the forbearance
of the House. He congratulated the
House, and especially the hon. gentle-
man's party, on such an accession to
their number. Ris hon. friend had
undertaken to show to this House, and
through this louse to the country, the
great importance of the Speech which
they had heard from the Throne, and
in so doing had been well seconded by
the p-actised eloquence of his hon.
friend, the seconder of the Address.
But great artists as the gentlemen had
both shown themselves to be, they had
not quite been able te conceal the
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meagreness of the bill of fare which
had been placed before the House.
However, as they were approaching
the season of Lent, they might expect
to have Lenten fare, and they had got
it. To be sure, the Address was of
the usual length, perhaps it exceeded
the usual longitude. It might be said
by some arithmetical critics, that like
a line, it was length without breadth.
However, they must not look a gift
horse in the mouth, but must be thank-
ful for small mercies. The legislation
to bo proposed to them, unless there
was sornething concealed in the
" etectera," which they did not know
anything about, was not great in
amount, though somo of the measures,
he would agree, would be of consider-
able importance if they were carefully
drawn; and he had no doubt that they
would receive the careful consideration
of hon, gentlemen opposite. The bill
for enlarging the scope of and amend-
ing the Joint Stock Companies' Act
would have to be very carefully pre-
pared, or it might be very mischievous
in its influence. If it were made too
liberal in its provisions, it might in-
crease and perpetuate the evils from
which we are now suffering in conse-
quence of the " valuable charters " to
which the mover of the Address had
alluded, as having been embodied, in
some, way in private Acts; and if it
were too restricted, the Governinent
would be continually troubled with
applications for special Acts to get rid
of obnoxious clauses in the general
Act. They could not hope to be able
by any general Act, however well and
carefully prepared it might be, to get
entirely rid of annual applications for
special Acts with enlarged powers.
However, the attempt was praise-
worthy. and he hoped it would be suc-
cessful. The matter was one of such
great importance that he had no doubt
every hon. member in this louse, on
both sides of it, would agree to direct his
attention to the perfection of a measure
of this kind. So also with respect to
the Act to afford additional security to
poliey-holders of life insurance com-
panies. That question was discussed
here before, and he had no doubt it
would engage the best attention of the
louse. fie hoped that confidence
would be restored in this country to

Sir JorN A. MACDONALD.

the minds of those who chose to avai
themselves of this means of providiig
for their families and children. A
neasure for the purpose of extending
to the navigation of the great inland
waters, rights and remedies at present
confined to waters within the jurisdic-
ion of the Courts of Vice-Admiralty ,
would certainly be an important one,
and he had no doubt his hon. friend
the Minister of Justice had foutd
a great many difficulties in its pre-
paration. There were constitutional
questions connected with that matter
which lie (Sir John A. Macdonald) had
no doubt would be discussed by their
friend the Minister of the Interior.
unless his elevation to office had cause i
him to withdraw his attention from
constitutional work in order that li
might devote it to the more important
work of looking after the affairs of h*is
department. He (Sir John A. Macdon-
ald) was not sure that a measure of
this kind was required, or that onc
could be framed which would give that
satisfaction which was anticipated. He
was afraid it would be found that,
guarded though the measure might be,
the obstruction to trade in our inland
waters that would be caused by the
operation of such a measure, would
more than counterbalance the security
which might be given by it to persons
having clainis against vessels sailing
on these waters. One could not say
what was involved in the promise of a
measure to amend and consolidate the
laws relating to the customs. He pre-
sumed from the general way in which
it was inserted in the Speech, that it
was not at all a measure connected
with the tariff arrangement, but that it
was simply a consolidated Act, and one
to amend those clauses which ex-
perience in the Department had shewn
were in need of amendment. And so.
he presumed, with regard to the Excise
law. The measure promisedfor placing
the geological survey on a permanent
basis would be useful. The mover of
the Address had spoken as if he was
a little behind the scenos in regard t>
this measure, for he told them that it
was to be very extended in its oper-
ations, that it was not to be confined
to the geological survey, but that other
branches of physical science were to bc
placed in the same Department, sucl
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as botany and cognate subjects. These
were the measures that were promised,
and the flouse would, of course, give
them due consideration. They were
not of a nature to occupy the House
long, and therefore they would have
the greater opportunity to consider
questions, whicl, under the present
system, were really of as much impor-
tance as matters affected by the promis-
ed legisiation. Both here and in Eng-
land the tendency had been to confiae
to the Min istry of the day all important
legislation, and it had been found
almost impossible for a private mem-
ber, no matter what his ability might
bie, or what might be his zeal or in-
dustry, :o carry any great measure af-
feeting the general interests of the
country. That duty had been, both in
England and in this country, thrown
upon the Govern ment, so that it was
said in England that the duty of an
Upposition was conflned principalIy
to conducting a critical examination
into the administration of the affairs
of the country. It had been said
by a great Liberal of that country
that this was the most important
d1 uty thrown upon the members of Par-
liament under the present systern.
England had had centuries of legisla-
tion, and there was now a large body of
laws in force under which the country,
without any amendment being made
to them for a series of years, could
c!ontinue to flourish. Soin this country:
we had received from England and
from France the advantage of all
the legislation of both those great
coun tries, and the affairs of Canada
c!ould be carried on and the material
progress of the country not be impeded
if we had no new legislation for several
years, such had been the advantage we
had gained from a long series of laws
well considered and successfully oper-
ated. But in the consideration of public
affairs, questions continually arose,
whether the Government had been wise
or unwise, prudent or imprudent,
whether they had conducted the affairs
of the country correctly or incorrectly
in matters in regard to which an edu-
cated country kept a steady eye upon
the action of its representatives in Par-
liament, imd in regard to which it was
the duty of the Opposition-a duty
which the Opposition in this Louse

would perform without factiousness but
with firmness-to criticise the conduct
the Administration of the day, and
see that what it did was for the best
interests of the country. He agreed
with his hon. friend the mover of
the resolutions that this House had
learned with pleasure that lis Excel-
lency had had much satisfaction in
becoming acquainted with the people
in British Columbia, and with the
climate and resources of the Province.
The eulogium passed by his lion.
friend upon lis Excellency was an
expression of the general feeling of the
country towards that illustrious indivi-
dual. They knew the people enjoyed
the full advantages conferred by the
Constitution, under which they happily
livod under lis Excellency's guidan ce;
and they felt with regret that Lord
Dufferin's sway could not last always.
They would be happy to see His Excel-
lency here for many years, and they
would regret the time when he would
be removed, as a matter of course, to
other scenes of usefulness; but when
His Excellency did leave this country
the information which he obtained not
only in British Columbia, but in other
parts of Canada, would be of great
advantage to the whole Dominion. le
believed that the interest of His Excel-
lency in this country would not cease
with the government of it. The Speech
promised that further correspondence
would be laid before the House on the
subject at issue between His Excel-
lency's Government and British Colum-
bia. He did not know whether that
correspondence would include any
communication that His Excellency
had been advised by bis responsible
Ministers to make on political subjects
while in that Province. Rumour had
it that certain communications had
been made from that country, and it
was to be presumed they would be laid
before Parliament in the usual way and
at the usual time. He would say,
however, that while the information
which His Excellency had acquired
would be of use to us hereafter in
England, it would, perhaps, have been
of more immediate use had it been
acquired by the visit of some of his
hon. friends opposite at the same or
some other time. He believed that
some of his hon. friends, exbausted by
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the labours of thoir different Depart-
ments, had boe obliged to take a
holiday during the summer. Now, if
they had combined business with
pleasure, and gone to British Columbia,
the experience they would have been
able to gain would, he thought, have
been of great use to the country. It was
a matter of satisfaction to the House
to know, from the Speech, that the sur-
veys of the Pacifie Railway had been
prosecuted with vigour ; but he must
say that it would have been but grace-
ful for hon. gentlemen opposite to
have expressed regret, if they did feel
regret, that it was impossible to pro-
ceed with the work immediately. He
believed that paragraph in the Speech
would cause great disappointment in
British Columbia, and in the western
country generally, both east and west
of the Rocky Mountains, and yet no
expression of regret found place either
in the Speech or in the response. Of
course it was of great importance that
the Extradition Treaty between this
country and the United States should
be re-established. It was unfor-
tunate that it was suspended, and it
was now gratifying, for very obvious
reasons, that the obstructions in the
working of it had been removed, and
that friendly relations with regard to
it between Canada and the United
States were resumed. He hoped the
Minister of Justice had taken great
care with regard to the provisions
which should be introduced into the
proposed extension of the Treaty. He
(Sir John Macdonald) was afraid that
he could not go so far as his hon. friend,
the mover of the resolution, in hoping
that the Treaty would be extended so
as to include smaller offences than
under its existing provisions. He was
afraid that such an extension would be
attended by very many dangers,
and it would deprive of liberty many
of our fellow subljects, or at all events
those whose extradition might be
demanded f£r comparatively light
offences. Undoubtedly, provision
should be made in such a measure that
the tribunal before which any extra-
dited person should be sent, should be
one of such a status as to prevent the
possibility of an injustice being done
him. No person in such circumstances
should be tried before an insignificant

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

court in a foreign country. They
were told that the attention of His Ex-
cellency's Government had been
directed to some of the anomalies in the
Royal Commission and the Royal
instructions to the Governor General,
particularly with regard to the exorcise
of the Royal prerogative. Some anom-
alies certainly did exist, but ho doubted
whether there was any particular no-
cessity for dealing with that subject
now any more than at any former
period. These instructions had lasted for
very nany years, and on a very recent
occasion they were utterly disregarded
and set aside, and they could be set
aside again. His hon. friend who
moved the resolution had alluded to
some of the anomalies which were to
be cured by the negotiations referred
to in this paragraph. What these were,
they would not learn until the bill was
submitted to the House. While the
people of the Great West would be
seriously disappointed at the informa-
tion that the Pacifie Railway was not to
be prosecuted immediately, ho thought
other parts of the country would learn
with equal regret and equal disappoint-
ment, that the completion of the canal
system was to be postponed; and ho
hoped and believed that before the ses-
sion closed sufficient arguments would
be used to hon. gentlemen opposite to
induce them to reconsider the position
they had apparently taken with respect
to these great works. It was in refer-
ence to that clause that he had called
the attention of the Premier to the
desirability ofan alteration being made
so as to prevent the necessity of the
Opposition moving an amendment
to it. The latter portion of that
paragraph stated " that though expee-
"tations are entertained that the outlay
"may ultimately be repaid to the
"country, it may be advisable not to
"press all the works contemplated in
"the earlier years of Confederation to
"completion at present." Now, a good
many hon. members felt that if it were
at all possible, though there had been
a considerable outlay, and though there
would have to be a considerable addi-
tional outlay, yet these works should
be now pressed to completion. The
depression which existed in the country,
which was noticed by his hon. friend
the mover of the resolution, which
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could not be denied, whieh wasobvious
to everybody, and which lie (Sir John
A. Macdonald) vas afraid thero was no
immediate hope of dispelling, had
caused a great want of employment
among our people; and if ever there
were a time when not only these works
but also the Pacifie Railway and other
large public w'orks should be pressed
forward as fast as possible, now was the
time. Our towns were filled with
people craving for employment, asking
leave to toil, willing to labour, and now,
when the families of these people were
starving, the works should be pressed
to completion. Another reason why
this should be done was, that in conse-
quence of the want of employment,
and in consequence of the fall in prices,
these works could be constructed infin-
itely cheaper now than years hereafter,
when the prosperity, which his hon.
friend prophesied would arrive, was on
us, and we were enjoying the advan-
tages of it. With returning prosperity,
the price of labour and of materials
would rise, and if lie (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) were going to'move an amend-
ment to the resolution, which lie hoped
not to be obliged to do, he should move
that they hoped, notwithstanding the
depression which now existed, and
notwithstanding the outlay which had
already been made on these works, the
Government would be able to complete
them at an early date. He had lioped
that with the credit Canada possessed,
and enjoying as we did the advantages
of the able financing of the Minister of
Finance, that gentleman would have
been able to contrive some means
whereby, without unduly burdening
the revenue of the country, the Govern-
ment could complote these works. It
was worth while for the Government
to strain every nerve to assist the
country in this way out of its present
depressed state, and he would deeply
regret-and he had no doubt the House
and the country would also regret-if
the condition of the revenue would not
admit of the expenditure. The fHouse
was glad to know that the traffic on the
intercolonial had been so considerable.
The Opposition was sure that the fact
that the road had been so successful
must give the greatest satisfaction to
the Premier, because of the vindication
it afforded of the prophecy and defence

of the route he made in 1865. It must
be a great gratification to the Premier,
as it was to him (Sir John A. Macdon-
ald) that the expectations both of
them had formed in that respect
had been more than fulfilled. Every
Canadian and lover of his country
must have felt gratified at the success
of Canada at the Philadelphia Exhibi-
tion, as it had showin not only to the rest
of the world but to Canadians, what the
Dominion could do in arts and manu-
factures. At the same time it was
truc that the advantage Canada had
gained, so far as the United States
market was concerned, was very little.
Mr. Bright had said, two years before,
that it vas not much use sending
manufactures to an exhibition in a
country which practically excluded all
foreign manufactures from its markets.
It had proved that the Dominion
gained little, if anything, by exhi-
biting, so far as American trade was
concerned ; and, indeed, if our display
had had one effect on the Americans
more than another, it was that of mak-
ing the manufacturers resist more than
ever before any alteration in the tariff
of their country. But while the
advantage in the United States market
had not been great, the advantage of
exhibiting our goods at the place
to which people from all parts of the
world resorted, had been marvellous,
and lie joined with the hon. member
for South Wellington in congratulating
the country and the House and our
manufacturers on opening new fields in
other parts of the world than the conti-
nent of North America: He would in
that connection make a single remark
about the compliment that was paid to
the energies and wisdom of the Com-
missioners in charge of the arrange-
ments. There were various opinions
held with reference to them. It was
believed that some were good and some
were not so good, and it might be said
that if the exhibition, so far as Canada
was concerned, had been a success, it
had been a success notwithstanding
the obstructions placed in the way of
the exhibitors by some or one of the
Commissioners. With reference to the
paragraph relating to the exhibition at
Sydney, it miglit be considered by some
a verbal criticism to say that the para-
graph was rather too muih in the
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Queen Elizabethan style, stating as it
did that the Government had made the
arrangements and the, House would

pay the bill. The paragraph might
have stated that the consent of the
House to the arrangements as well as
to the provision for the arrangements
would be asked. He was certainly
.glad to find that, notwithstanding the
Ioss of revenue consequent on the
diminution of our importations,
the reductions effected during the
current year had gone far to restore
the equilibriuim between income and
expenditure. The question as to how
far it had gone to restore an equilibrium,
the House would learn by and bye, and
whether it. had restored the equili-
brium, or whether there was a deticit.
If the latter, they would bear the
announcement with all the resignation

possible. The louse was glad that
considerable reductions had been
effected during the year; but in what
direction these reductions had been
made, of course hon. members did not
know. Perhaps they had been effected
by the dismissal of some of the nu-
merous clcrks, messengers, and servants
of the Government of whom the hon.
Premier had complained so loudly,
so strenuously, and so eloquent!y
as having blocked up all the
avenues to the public offices. But
if it had been in this direction
that the reduction had been made,
perhaps it would be found that the
officers who had been left have had
.additions to their salaries by way of
bonus or otherwise in order to spur
them to accomplish the extra work
imposed upon them. Everybody must
agree with the regret expressed by
Uis Excellency.that lie was unable to
announce any progress in obtaining a
settlement of the Fishery claims
under the Washington Treaty. He
(Sir John A. Macdonald) was glad to
learn that the Government had been
making, and would continue to make,
efforts in that direction. The Speech
did not mention the nature of these
efforts, but no doubt in due course
they would be made known. He
hoped, with the hon. gentleman who
had moved the resolution, that if
the (overnment of the United
mSates ai.- is now exists, did not, during
the short period which remains for its

Sir JorN A. MACDONALD.

existence, remove the stigma it had
cast upon the good faith of the Ameri-
can people by positively refusing to
carry out the provisions of the Treaty,
the incoming Government would be
more sensible of the good reputation
of the United States and their dutv
towards Canada. He was glad to sec
that in drafting the answer to the
paragraph with regard to the Treaty
with the Indians, the House was called
upon to confirm the policy of the con-
cessions made to the Indians. Of course
everybody agreed that His Excellency
in conforming to the judicious and
humane course which the British Gov-
ernment adopted and whieh the Cana-
dian Government had followed, was
adopting the proper course, and hon.
gentlemen could depend on it that on
the Opposition side of the louse
cordial support would be given to everv
measure which was calculated to grant
to the Indians their rights. The only
question which could arise on the
matter was whether the concessions
had been politie and just, for no matter
what length they went so long as they
did not exceed the bounds of justice,
both sides of the flouse would agree to
them. -He hoped the Premier in the
course of his reply would favour the
House with some explanations with
respect to the Ministerial changes that
had taken place since last session. The
personnel of his hon. friends opposite
was very frequently changed. Some
old faces were among them this session,
but others had gone. Evidently the
hon. gentlemen of the Ministry could
not help feeling that they had not an
abiding city there. They disappeared
one by one. Some went to the west
and some to the east, and they remind-
ed him strongly of the expression of
Burke, " W hen I consider these changes,
I can only think what shadows we are
and what shadows we pursue." They
still saw the faces of the Premier and
the Minister of Justice, who, probably,
would get on very well together during
the present session. No doubt they
would give every consideration to any
criticisms offered by the Opposition,
and if they adopted that course he
promised that, while their adminis-
tration of public affairs would receive
full and ample criticism, they would
not meet with any factious obstruction
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at the hands of ier Majesty's Opposi-
tion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it would be
observed from the construction of the
Address that it was not intended to
commit any member to the mainte-
nance or defence of any position taken
by the Government. He would pro-
pose a slight change in the paragraph
regarding canal works, referred to by
the leader of the Opposition. The
complaint of Lenten fare made by that
right hon. gentleman was not a new
one. It had been made on several oc-
casions when that hon. gentleman was
leader of the Government. It was re-
peated last session ; but there was this
much to be said in favour of the present
Administration, that when they pro-
mised a dish it was presented, and not
withdrawn until disposed of. On the
other hand, the right hon. gentleman
on several occasions presented a bill of
f'are, not a single prominent dish of
which ever reached its intended desti-
nation. Some of his dishes wcre pre-
sented in so revolting a shape that the
Opposition were comipelled to improve
them, and then the right hon. gentle-
man swallowed them himself.

Mr. BOWELL: Was that the reason
why the Insurance 13ill was withdrawn
last session ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was with-
drawn out of deference to the represen-
tations of almost the entire body of
representatives of English companies.
Ie concurred with the remarks of the
hon. member for Kingston that the duty
ofthe Opposition was to criticise the ad-
ministrative as well as the legislative
acts of the Government, and the right
hon. gentleman and his friends had
hitherto performed that portion of their
duty, whatever they might have done
in other directions. Tho Speech from
the Throne contained several ints
which the Government were not und
to refer to, but they desired to be per-
fectly frank, and to communicate
various matters in such a manner as to
convey more or less the intentions
and views of the Administration. With
regard to Indian treaties, the right hon.
member for Kingston complained last
year that reference was not made in
the Speech from the Throue of Treaty
No. 4 having been made with the In-

2

dians, and further that the treaty vas
not made subjeet to the ratification of
Parliament. He (Mr. Mackenzie) took
the ground at the time that in treating
with Indians it must be remembered
that they are a peculiarly sensitive peo-
ple, and never forget any part of an
obligation undertaken by the Govern-
ment. It could not be expected ofthose
nomadic tri bes to agree to have a treaty
made with theni subject to the ratifica-
tion of Parliament. The Government
had therefore proceeded in the usual
way, and le might urge as a further
justification that they had pursued the
same course as was purs;ued by the
leader of the Opposition when in office,
and lie hoped the right hon. gentleman
would not go back on himself.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI : I
raised no objection.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the right
hon. gentleman did not raise the objec-
tion to-day, but last session. Mention
was accordingly made in the Speech
that a new treaty had been made, that
His Excellency had been advised to
ratify it, and that the treaty would be
laid on the table as soon as possible.
It was very difficult to communicate
regularly and rapidly with Commis-
sioners who were in treaty with Indians
several hundreds of miles west of the
present line of settlement in regard to
matters which might arise in the
course of the negotiations, and, there-
fore, the Commissioners must be treated
with a good deal of consideration. The
right hon. leader of the Opposition
knew who the Commissioners were,
and had ample confidence in the wis-
dom and diseretion of one of them.
Some provisions were inserted in the
new treaty which were not contained
in former treaties, and the allusion was
specific to that point; but considering
all the circumstances, the Governmerit
did not feel that it would be wise or
expedient, perhaps not just, to interfere
with the ratification of the treaty as
made by the Commissioners appointed
by the Government. With regard to the
Extradition Treaty, which was a sub-
ject chiefly in the hands of legal gentle
men, he would not say more than to
entirely dispute the position taken by
the leader of the Opposition, that it
was necessary for the Governiment to
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exorcise any discretion in judging of
the kind of tribunals which were to try
criminals extradited in other countries.
That would b assuming a position be-
yond our jut rights, and one which
should not be asserted by any Govern-
ment. With regard to the suggestion
that any communication made by Lord
Dufferin to the Imperial Government
upon the advice of his advisers, when
in British Columbia, should be laid be-
fore the louse, the right hon. member
for Kingston might rest assured that
his presont advisers had given His
Excellency no advice which they were
afraid to communicate to the louse,
and furtber, that Ris Excellency knew
what was due to the constitutional
position which ho occupied. As to the
right hon. gentleman's ren:arks about
public works he (Mr. Mackenzie) sug-
gested last session the possibility of
temporarilyavoiding the construction of
certain parts of the general canal sys-
tem, and yet not interfere materially,
if at all, with the stream of travel
which the Welland Canal, when com-
pleted, might be expected to carry to
the ocean ports. It would be for the
Government to consider what portion
of the work could be temporarily de-
layed in order to case the pressure
upon the public treasury, while
fulfilling all the conditions of the
scheme proposed by the Lon. member
for Kingston and his Administration.
The Government had been fully alive
to the advisability of doing all the
work it was possible to undertake at
such a time as the present and during
the past two years, and it must be ad-
mitted that it was impossible to proceed
more rapidly than the Government
had done in the prosecution of the two
main branches of the public works
referred to. The Lachine Canal was
entirely under contract, and the
Welland Canal was all but entirely
under contract, and was proceeding
more rapidly than was anticipated,
from the fact that contractors were
able to procure labour cheaper than two
or three years ago. The fullest infor-
mation respecting the canal works
would be given to the House at a
future period. He proposed to alter
the clause of the resolution regarding
canal works irom " We feel with His
Excellency that it may be considered

Mr. MACKENZIE. a

advisable not to presse all the works
contemplated in the earlier years of
Confederation to completion ut pres-
ont," to "We will give our best atten-
tion to the suggestions offHis Excellen-
cy, &

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALlD: That-
will meet the point.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the right
hon. leader of the Opposition had
remarked that the Government had
first acted in regard to the Sydney
Exhibition, and afterwards asked the
House to make provision. That was
quite true. And it was also true that
his (Mr. Mackenzie's) desire in that
and other matters was to obtain the
sanction of Parliament to any under-
taking before it was entered upon,
whenever it was possible. But the
right hon. gentleman would readily
understand that if Canada were to be
represented at Sydney Exhibition, it
was necessary to take action before the
meeting of Parliament. The Govern-
ment did not expect the expenditure
to be very large, and he believed from
the expressions of public opinion which
had reached them from all parts of the
Dominion that the course of the Gov-
ernment would be approved by the
House. lie regretted the opinion
expressed by the right hon. member
for Kingston that the success of Canada
at the Philadelphia Exhibition twas in
spite of rather than in consequence of
our Commissioners. It was impossible
to please everybody, and to avoid diffi-
culties arising with exhibitors who had
complaints to make; but those who had
given some attention to the matter
knew well the devotion manifested and
the amount of labour performed by two
of these gentlemen, and the patience,
p erseverance and wisdom of Senator

erry could not well be excelled. He
(Mr. Mackenzie) mentioned the name of
Senator Penny specially, he being a
member of the other branch of the Le-
gislature, and a gentleman who cheer-
fully gave his time to the accomplish-
ment of that national object. He could
not concur in the opinion expressed by
the leader of the Opposition, that it was
little use sending Canadian gooda to
the . Centennial, so far as regards
American trade,the United States tariff
excluding the greater portion of Do.
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minion products. There had been an
impression prevailing throughout the
United States, and to a certain extent
in Canada, that the Dominion manu-
factures were more or less inferior in
point of construction to those of the
neighbouring Republic. The Exhibi-
tion had proved, at all events, to Cana-
dians and citizens of the United States,
that our farmers and manufacturers
-were quite able to compete with their
American rivals, and it was important
to have been able to disabuse the pub-
lic minds on both sides of the line, par-
ticularly on the southern side, of that
impression. Canada bad vindicated
her claim not only to equality, but to
superiority in a very large number of
the products exhibited, and most cor-
<lial representations in that direction
had been made to him by gentlemen
occupying higli positions in the United
States department. Explanations in
regard to Ministerial changes be would
make to the House on Monday. As to
Ministerial changes, he was afraid the
,stability of the late Administration
was not attained, if it was sustained
by having the same gentlemen con-
stantly in office. The right hon. leader
of the Opposition seemed to complain
that members of the present Govern-
ment had gone east, west, and perhaps,
as Byron said of the hon. gentleman's
-countrymen, everywhere but north,
.and the hon. gentleman spoke as if it
w ere a crime to depart for other scenes
of labour. The right hon. gentleman
and his organ appeared to take the
ground that the Administration was
bound to make all appointments from
the ranks of its opponents. A long
list was made up of the number of per-
sons appointed and the salaries received
yearly by members of the Adminis-
tration., as if such was morally or
legally wrong. No member of the
Opposition when he (Mr. Mackenzie)
was on that side of the House took
that ground. The right hon. gentle-
man has said that a good deal of the
economy alluded to in the speech had
been achieved through the dismissal of
clerks and messengers who thronged
the public departments when he left
office. They did dismiss a large num-
ber of such officials, who had been ap-
pointed by the right hon. gentleman
8hortly before resigning office. The

right hon. gentleman appeared to
think that a great many of those left in
their appointments should have been
dismissed. He (Mr. Mackenzie) be-
lieved that when an officer was ap-
pointed, nothing should cause his dis-
missal except misconduct, and if the
Government had not carried out the
right hon. gentleman's idea of what
they ought to have done, it was because
they had a more tender feeling than the
right hon. gentleman for officials.
Nevertheless, if the right hon. member
for Kingston had made his suggestion
two or three sessions ago, perhaps in re-
spect to the distinguished position he
held in the House and the country, the
Government might have considered
how far they could comply with his
wish. He had no objection to the right
hon.gentleman's criticisms, and joined
with him very cordially in compliment-
ing his hon. friend the memberfor South
Wellington on the admirable speech ho
delivered in moving the address. His
hon. friend the member for Iberville
had long been known as a public man ;
his ability and power of speech were
well known and needed no compliment.
He quite agreed with his right hon.
friend that the seconder of the Address
discharged his duty with very great
ability. He trusted, in the words of
the closing paragraph of His Excel-
lency's speech, that their labours would
be conducive to the prosperity of the
country andthe unity of the people, and
he promised, on the part of the Govern-
ment, every consideration to those who
were in a minority in the flouse, and
that they would endeavour to do all
that could fairly be asked of them in
matters relating to public affairs; and
ho invited any criticisms that hon.
gentlemen opposite might choose to
offer, especially that their criticisms
made out of doors with such freedom
might be repeated by thoSe hon. mem-
bers from their places in the House.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he desired, be-
fore the resolution was passed, to allude
to one or two points contained in the
Speech from the Throne. The mover
and seconder of the Address, in refer-
ring to Canada's exhibit at the Phila-
delphia Exhibition, might have spoken
of it as the exhibit made by Canada
and British Columbia, because already
British Columbia had been treated in
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such a way as to warrant that distinc-
tion.

An HON. MEMBER-The Province
has not yet seceded.

Mr. DECOSMOS said the days or
weeks were few before the Legislature
of the Province would ask the Imperial
Parliament, which united British Col-
umbia with Canada, to use its power to
release the Province from the Dom-
inion, unless the Government was pre-
pared to do the work that the people
of Canada had promised to perform.
When they remembered that the Pro-
vince entered the Dominion in 1872;
that before the declaration of Union
the Government of the day sent sur-
veyors into the Province to commence
surveys for works connected with
carrying out the terms of Union; that
in the summer of 1873 a certain line
was declared to be the line of the Pacifie
Railway ; that in the autumn of that
year the present Administration came
into power ; that the Government,
though there had been ample time, had
not commenced to build tho railway;
that the Government went on their
knees to the Province and asked for
new terms; that when the ambassa-
dor's proposal was refused, the Gov-
ernment agreed with Lord Carnarvon
to commence the building of the rail-
way; that the Government had not
done anything to carry out that agree-
ment ; that a noble person was sent to
British Columbia, as the London
Standard had said, " to offer that
Province fifty cents on the dollar;" it
was evident the Government had not
acted in a straightforward manner.
He was prepared to prove before a
Committee of the Hlouse that the
statement in the Speech regarding the
Pacifie Railway was shown to be false
by the words of the Chief Engineer,
who had traversed the Province. He
(Mr. DeCosmos) would not probably
have interrupted the usualund ordinary
proceedings which obtain when the
reply to the Speech from the Throne
is under discussion, but that he well
remembered reading in a despatch
sent by the Premier and his colleagues
to England, that the members for Bri-
tish Columbia never objected to
the insertion of the taxation re-
solution in the bill of 1874.

Mr. DECosMos.

lIe now took occasion to denounce such
conduct, so that the Government
should no longer be able to send des-
patches to England, stating that the
members for British Columbia had re-
mained silent and heard such a state-
ment made in the reply to the Speech,
without saying a word. The true
route for the Pacifie Railway had been
already settled. The statement con-
tained in the Speech from the Throne
was: " That it has not been found pos-

sible as yet, to complete the location
" of the line, and that His Excellency

has consequently been obliged to
"postpone the inviting of tenders for
" its construction on the terms indi-

cated by the Act of 1874." le
found, however, in the report of Rail-
way Surveys in the western or moun-
tainous region, by Mr. Marcus Smith,
the following statement:-

" All the surveys projected for the seasen
have been completed, and the following are
the results:-

"1. A complete trial location line froin the
Provincial boundary, at the uimit ot
Yellow Head Pass in the Rocky Mountains,
to Waddington Harbour, at the head of Bute
Inlet, a distance of 546 miles."

That extract contained a direct con-
tradiction of the statement embodied
in the Speech from the Throne There
was a line proposed by hon. gentlemen
of the Opposition when in power, and
there was a line proposed by the Pre-
mier when he sent Mr. Edgar to British
Columbia, and when in 1874 ho was
prepared to go to work and build
the road, expending one million and a
half annually on the main line. Yet,
though three years have elapsed, a
statement appeared in the Speech fron
the Throne, that it had not been found
possible to complete the location of the
line. The hon. leader of the Govern-
ment found it, however, quite an easy
and convenient matter to build the
portion of the Pacifie Railway from
Thunder Bay to Winnipeg. In pro-
ceeding with the construction of the
road in British Columbia, the Govern-
ment should first find its ocean port
and terminas, and from that point
carry its surveys eastward. It was
well known from the Admiralty
and Merchant Marine authorities that
we have no port on thePacific, except-
ing Esquimault, capable of competing
with San Francisco. The only other
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good port was Alberni. The Govern-
ment, therefore, should have ceon-
menced at Esquimault, whatever might
be the course followed on the main-
land. The natural route was by way
of Bute Inlet to Vancouvor Island.
The idea that Vancouver Island was an
ordinary island was a mistake; no
island of equal size was so near the
mainland of a continent, the distance
at one point not exceeding that from
Quebec to Levis. He desired to enter
his protest against the action of the
,Government on the Pacific Railway
question. If the Government were
able, when Mr. Edgar visited British
.Columbia, to declare, that, if certain
concessions were made, they would
commence the railway at once on Van-
couver Island, they could do the same
work now ; but the Speech from the
Throne announced that there was no
line located on whiclh to commence
construction. Al the Governrnent
had to do was to commence work on
the railway from Esquimnault and after-
wards find their line on the main-
land. The statement in the Speech
that a Bill would be submitted "for
"amending and consolidating the laws

relating to Customs" might mean
either Protection or Free Trade. He
sincerely hoped lion. members would
receive additional light on the subject
at an early day.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said the
remarks in the Speech from the Throne
with regard to the Pacifie Railway,
taken in connection with the statements
inade in the liouse in previois sessions
by the Premier, as to the condition of
the surveys, amounted to a direct ab-
rogation of the terims of Union hetween
Canada and British Columbia. T wo
years ago the'Premier stated that only
-a tsmall portion of the lino remained to
be located. Last year it was announced
that the line was located except at
twO points, and now it was stated that
the Government had not been able to
omplete the surveys. The opinion

held in British Columbia was that the
GTovernment intended to continue the
POlicy of delay from year to year, and
that the railway across the mountains
-the railway for which British Colum-
bia entered the Dominion-would not
be built. He entered his protest
againt the gross violation of the terms

of Union wbich had been brought be-
fore the House to-day.

The first and subsequent paragraphs
ofthe proposed Address, being read the
second time, were severally agreed to.

On motion of Mr. MACKENZIE,
the said Resolution was referred to a
Select Committee, composed of Messrs.
Mackenzie, Blake, Smith (Westmore-
land), Cauchon, Vail, Guthrie and
Béchard.

Mr. MACKENZIE, from the said
Committee, reported the draft of an
Address, and the same being read the
second time, was agreed to, and is as
follows:-
'<To His Excellency the Rbight Honourable

Sir Frederick Teimple, Eurl of Dufferin,
Viscount and Baron Clandeboye of

Clandeboye, in the County Down, in
the Peerage of the United Kingdon,
Baron Dufferin and Clandeboye, of

Ballyleidy and Killeleagh, in the

County Down, in the Peerage of Ire-
land, and a Baronet, Knight of the
Most Illustrious Order of Saint Patrick,

Knight Grand Cross of the Most

Distinguished Order of Saint Michael

and Saint George, and Knight Coin-
mander of the Most Honourable Order
of the Bath, Governor General of

Canada, and Vice-A dmiral of the sanie,

etc., etc., etc.

"MAY 1T PLEASE YOUn ExcELLEcvY

"We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loy al
enbjects, the Commuons of Canada, in Par-
liament assenibled, lunmbly thank Your
Excellency fbr your gracious Speech at the

opening of the present Session.
4 We are grateful to Your Excellency for

having again sunmone us to mneet for the

despatch of business, at the lime which is

best suited to the con venience of members.
"We have learned with pleasure that

during the recess, Your Excellency visited
the province of British Columbia, and had

much eatisfaction in becoming acquainted

with the people of that interesting part of

the Dominion, and with the climate and
resources of their Province

''We thank Your Excellency for the

information that the surveys of the Pacific

Railway have been prosecuited with the
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itmost vigour and at a larger cost during the
past than in any previous year, and that it

bas not been found possible, as yet, to
complete the location of the line, and that
Your Excellency lias consequently been
obliged to postpone the inviting of tenders
fbr its construction on the ternis indicated
by the Act of 1874, and that a further
correspondence on the subjects at issue
between Your Excellency's Government
and British Columbia will be laid before us.

" We are glad to learn that during the
recent suspension of the Extradition
arrangements with the United States, Your

Excellency took care that the impor-
tance to Canada of a speedy resump-
tion of these arrangements should be
represented to Her Majesty's Governmen t,
whose attention bas been further invited to

the expediency of largely extending the
provisions of the existing Treaty; and to be
informed that while the operation of the
Treaty bas been resuned, negotiations are
in progress for a convention, more libera'
and better suited to the circumstances of
the two countries.

"We receive with satisfaction the intelli-
gence that the attention of Your Excellency's
Government having been directed to some
anomalies in the Royal Commission and
Royal Instructions to the Governor General,
particularly with regard to the exercise of
lie Prerogative of Pardon, steps have been

taken towards the amendiment of these
instruments, and that papers on this subject,
as well as on that of the Extradition ques-
tion, will be laid before us.

" We receive with pleasure Your Excel-
lency's assurance, that the great public
works connected witli the St. Lawrence
navigation, and the Canals required to com-
plete the system, have been prosecuted with
success during the past year ; and tiat
nearly all the works on the Welland and
Lachine Canails have been placed under
contract on ternis favourable to the country.
We recognize the fact that the active prose-

cution of these works during the last three
years has necessarily increased the public

debt ; and we will give our best considera-
tion to the suggestion of Your Excellency,

Slr. MACKENZIE.

that though expectations are entertained
that the outlay mav ultimately be repaid to-
the country, it may be advisable not to press
all the works, contemplated in the earlier
years of Confederation, to completion at
present.

"We are happy to know that the Inter-
colonial Railway was opened for traffie,
throughout its entire length, early in the
summer, with as favourable results as could
have been expected ; and that one of the

îmmaediate advantages of the completion of
the Railway was the delivery and reception
of the British Mails at Halifax after the
closing of the St. Lawrence ; and that up to
the present time mails and passengers have
been successfully carried over the line
without any interruption.

" We feel with Your Excellency that the
exhibition of Canadian products, manufac-
tures, and works of art at the United States
National Exposition at Philadelphia, was
eminently successful, and proclaimed to the
world that Canada bas already taken a high
place as a farming, manufacturing and
mining country; that it is gratifying to us

to learn that the expenditure was kept well
within the estimate; and that we rejoice to

i know that in Your Excellency's view, the
success achieved by the enterprise of our
people was largely aided by the energy and
wisdom of the Commissioners who had
charge of the arrangements.

"We agree with Your Excellency that it
vas advisable in the interest of the countrv

to make arrangements for exhibiting Cana
dian prod ucts at the Exhibition to be held at

Sydney, New Soath Wales, and that we sh al
not fail to give our best consideration to anv
proposal for a provision for this purpose
which iay be recommended to us.

" We are glad to receive Your Excellency'S
assurance that notwithstanding the loss of
revenue, consequent chiefly on the dimi-

nution of our importations, the reductions
effected during the current year have gone
far to restore theequilibrium between income-
and expenditure; though we are aware that
great economy will still be needful to attain
this object.

"We share Your Excellency'e regret that

The Address.
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Your Excellency is still unable to #nnounce

any progress in obtaining a settlement of the

Fishery claims under the Washington Treaty,
notwithstanding the efforts made by Your

Excellency's Government to secure the re-
sult.

"We learn with satisfaction that Your
Excellency's Commissioners have made fur-

ther treaty arrangements with certain of the
Indian tribes of the Norti-West Territories,
by which their title is extinguished to a very
large portion of the Territories west of Treaty
No. 4. We thank Your Excellency for inform-
ing ustbat although some of the provisions of
this Treaty are of a somewhat onerous and
exceptional character, Your Excellency has
thougit it nevertheless advisable, on the
whole, to ratify it, and that this Treaty wihi
be placed before us; and that Your Excel-
lency has made an engagement to negotiate
a Treaty with the remaining tribes least of
the Rocky Mountains.

"We feel with Your Excellency that
althougli the expenditure incurred by the
Indian Treaties is undoubtedly large, yet
that the Canadian policy is nevertheless the
cheapest ultimately, if we compare the
results with those of other countries ; and
that it is above al], a humane, just and
Christian policy.

" We rejoice to know that notwithstanding
the deplorable war waged between the Indian
tribes in the United States Territories, and
the Governmnent of that country, during the
last year, no difhculty bas arisen with the
Canadian tribes living in the immediate
vieinity of the scene of hostilities.

" We shall not fail to consider the expe-
diency of making such changes in the Joint
Stock Companies Act as may obviate for
the future the passage of special Acts of
Parliament for the incorporation of various
classes of Companies, including su eh corpo-
rations as seek to engage in the borrowing
and lending of money, by providing for tieir

organization by Letters Patent.

" We are well pleased to learn that the
desirability of affording additional security
to policy holders of Life Assurance Com-
panies has engaged the attention of Your
Excellency's Government, and that we trust

the measure which will be submitted will
accomplish the desired object.

" We shall give our attentive cousideration
to any measure submitted to us for the pur-
pose of extending to the navigation of the
great inland waters, rights and remedies at
present confined to waters within the juris-
diction of the Courts of Vice-Admiralty, as
well as to any meagure for amending and
consolidating the laws relating to Custois.

"We think, with Your Excellency, that it
is advisable to provide for the permanent
prosecution of the Geological Survey, which
has heretofore been carried on under tempo-
rary enactments, and to make this a distinct
branch of the Civil Service; and that we
shall give our best attention to any Bill laid
before us for that purpose.

" We shall fully consider any measures
submitted to us for the amendment of the
Weights and Meastires Act, the Excise Laws,
and other Acts, and also any Bill relating to
Shipping.

" We thaak YourExcellency for the assu-
iance that the accounts of the past year will
be laid before us, and that the Estimates of
the next financial year which will also be
submit'ed, will, as Your Excellency trusts,
be found t: be framed with a view to meet
the existing circumstances of the country,
while, at the same time, providing for carry-
ing on the administration of affairs with

e'lciency.

" Your Excellency may rest assured that
we shall earnestly endeavour to justify Your
Excellency's reliance on our prudence and
ability, and our devotion to the work of
Legislation, which, we trust, inay be carried
on and completed in suci a way, as to
minister to the prosperity of the country, and]
the unity of the people."

The Address was then ordered to le
engrossed, and to be presented to Ris
Excellency by Members of the Privy
Couneil.

SUPPLY.

Resolved, That this House will, on
Monday next, resolve itself into a com-
mittee to consider of a Supply to be
granted to Her Majesty.
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WAYS AND MEANS.

Resolved, That this House will, on
Monday next, resolve itself into a Com-
mittee to consider of the Ways and
Means for raising the Supply to be
granted to Her Majesty.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE
DEBATES.

QUESTIONS AND OBSERVATIONS.
Mr. MACKENZIE moved the ad-

journment of the House.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked

the leader of the Government if ho
proposed to make any attempt to ob-
tain an accurate report of the debates
of this House during the present ses-
sion, or whether independent action
would have to be taken in the matter
by the House. If not, ho would give
notice that on Monday next ho would
move that the subject be taken into
consideration.

Mr. 3MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment did not last year undertake any-
thing in regard to the reporting. le
had been informed by hiz hon. friend
from West Middlesex that ho had given
notice to-day, as ho had given the
second day of the session last year, of
a motion for a Select Committee on
Monday next, so that the matter had
already been taken up in the same man-
ner as last session.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that if the House were fully in charge
of the whole subject, it eould decide
immediately whether they were to bave
a lanstard this session or iot. If action
were not taken at once in the matter,
the session woulid be so far gone that a
full and accurate report of the debates
ceould not be obtained. He gave the
notice to which he had referred.

House adjourned at
Six o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

-Monday, 12th Feb., 187Y.
The Speaker took the chair at Three

o'clock.

NEW MEMBER INTRODUCRD.

DALTON McCARTrY, YEsq., Member
for the Electoral District of the County

Mr. MACKENZIE.

of CardNeell, having previously taken
the oath according to lawi and sub-
scribed the roll containing the same,
took bis seat in the louse.

REPORTS.

Mr. LAFLAMME laid before the
House,-Report, Returns and Statisties
of the Inland Revenues of the Dominion
of Canada for the fiscal year ended
30th June, 1876.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT laid before the
House,-Public Accounts of Canada
for the fiscal year ended 30th June,
1876.

INSOLVENT ACTS REPEAL BILL.

FIRST READINo.

Mr. BARTHE introduced a Bill
(No. 2) to repeal the Insolvent Acts
now in force in the Dominion of
Canada.

Bill read thefirst tine.

CANADIAN SURGEONS IN ALLAN
STEAMSHIPS.

QUESTION.

Mr. BliO USE asked if the attention
of the Government had been called to
a notification of the Imperial Board of
Trade to the English agents of the
Allan Line of steamers, that henceforth
none of that Company's ships carrying
passengers would be allowed to clear at
the Custom House, unless the surgeons
had graduated in one of the colleges in
either England, Ireland or Scotland ;
-if so. did such notification carry
executive authority ? Also, had the
Governmient taken the necessary action
to correct this insult--an insult alike
offensive to the Canadian medical
graduates and the Universities of our
Dominion?

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): The
attention of the Government bas been
called to the fact that an order has
been issued by the Board of Trade to
the effect spoken of by the hon. gentle-
man. We have, however, had no
authentic official information thatsuch
is the fact. A communication was
sent by Sir Hugh Allan to McGill
College, Montreal, and from them we
received a copy of his letter, which
would appear to furnish evidence that
some such steps have been taken by

(COMMONS.] Business.
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the Board of Trade. We received the
communication on the 24th January,
and on the 25th, an Order in Council
was passed protesting against such a
course. That was forwarded to Eng-
land, and, I suppose, has been received
by the Board of Trado by this time.
In reference to the second part of the
question, I may say that the Board of
Trade is a branch of the Executive
Government of England, and an order
enanating from it, would, I presume,
carry with it the force of executive
authority.

MANITOBA 13ATTALION CLAIMS.

QUESTION.

Mr. SNIDER, in the absence of Mr.
SMITH (Selkirk), asked whetber the
Go . ernment had considered the clai ms
for compensation put forward by
Charles William Allen, R. A. W. Rolph,
Henry Walker and other non-commis-
sioned officers and mon discharged from
the Manitoba Provisional Battalion of
Infantry?

Mr. VAIL: The Government have
considered the claims of that force,
an(, upon the facts submitted up to
the present tiie, they see no reason to
deviate from the conclusion arrived at
when the matter was before the De-
partment last autumn.

REGISTRATION OF SHIPPING.

QUESTION.

Mr. CHEVAL asked whether it is
the intention of the Government to
amend Section 14 of the " Act relating
to Shipping, and for the Registration,
Inspection and classification thereof,"
36 Victoria, chapter 128, to wit:-

"14. No ship dulv registered uder the
provisions of the said 'Act respecting the
Registration of Inland Vessels,' forming
chapter 41 of the Consolidated Statutes of
the late Province of Canada, before the day
on which this Act takes effect, need be reis-
tered after that day, in pursuance of the
provisions of this Aet, except for the pur-

se of enabling lier to proceed to sea as a
riti sh ship."

By this section, very great injustice
is done to vessels built since the passing
of the said Act, inasmuch as in the
various canais, of two steamboats of
the same tonnage, the one only pays
32 cents, while the other is unjustly
compeiled to pay $1.95.

Mr. SMITIH (Westmoreland) said
the Government tolt this subject to be
one of importance, and it certainly
appeared to involve injustice. The
Government were now considering the
matter, and the probability was that
some measure would be submitted to
redress what seemod to be a grievance.

SITE OF QUEBEC
DOCK.

QUESTION.

GRAVING

Mr. FRÉCHETTE asked if the
Government Chief Engineer had made
any report concerning the site of the
projected Graving Dock for the Har-
bour of Quebec.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes; the Chief
Engineer made a report about two
months ago.

IMPORTS FROM THE
STATES.

UNITEID

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. IRVING moved for a return
showing the general nature and the
value of ail the manufactured goods
imported into Canada from the United
States in the years 1874, 1875 and
1876.

Motion agreed to.

SELECT STANDING, COMMITTEES

Mr. IMACKENZIE moved that a
special cominittee, composed of Sir
John A. Macdonald, Messrs. Mac-
kenzie, Smith (Westmoreland), Blake,
Iolton, Tupper, and Masson be
appointed to prepare and report, with
ail convenient speed, lists of iembers
to compose the Select Standing Com-
mittees ordered by the Ilouse.

Motion agreed to.

NAVIGATION OF AMERICAN
WATERS.

MOTIONq FOR coRRESPONDENCE.

Mr. CURRIER moved for all corres-
pondence between the Dominion,
United States, and Imperial Govern-
ments respecting the navigation pf
American carals and rivers; also any
correspondence between the Govern-
ment and business firms or individuals
respecting the same.

Motion aqreed to.
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PRAYERS IN TIE H1OUSE.
RESOLUTION.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto)
moved:

" That it be an' order of the House
that each day, and imniediately after the
Speaker shal have taken the chair at three
o'clock in the afternoon, the pravers now
read daily in the Senate be read in this
chamber by such Chaplain as the Speaker
iay appoint for that purpose, and in his
absence by the Clerk ofthe House."

He said he rose with a great deal of
diffidence to bring this matter before
this louse, a diffidence produced by
the very great importance of the
subject, and a fear that he should fail
in presenting it witli that clearness
and force which the subject deserved.
He was quite satisfied that if ho
should unhappily use any word that
would iriterfere with the prejudices
of any member of the Ilouse, it
would not be because he was not
influenced by a very strong desire not
to give utterance to a single senti-
ment that would grate upon the
feelings of any hon. member. Ie
had been very careful in the construe-
tion of this resolution. He could not
fancy that what vas right in the
Senate could be wrong in the
Commons. le was not prepared to
believo that any member of this
House, whatever might be his religions
feelings, could ho opposed to soliciting
the Divine guidance upon their
dekiberations. He did not forget that
the House was composed of hon.
gentlemen differing in language, in
religion, and in race, but neither
did he forget that the hon. members
of this House were ail Canadians,
and that Canadians were Christians.
He could not forget either that there
were many in this louse and out
of this House who regarded it as
dishonouring to them, that in the
deliberations of this louse, upon
which so much of the happiness and
prosperity of this country depends,
God was not acknowledged. More-
over, he could not forget that
whatever night be the religions
opinions of members of this House,
there were none of them who ignored
the inspiration of God's Word, and that
Word said that there are no powers
but what are of God and the p>wers

Mr. CURRIER.

that ho are ordained of God. The
hon. member quoted from the journals
to show that in 1792 a resolution was
passed in the Legislative Council of
the Province of Quebec, providing for
the prefacing of the proceedings of
the louse daily with the reading of a
prayer by the Chaplain of the louse,
and in his absence by the Clerk, a fora
of prayer for the purpose having been
drawn up at the request of the liouse
by the Romnan Catholie Bishop and the
Protestant Rector of the city of Quebec.
This prayer was used daily until the
union of the Provinces, when the formi
now used in the Senate was introduced
and made use of until 1866, and it was
then merely modified sufficiently to
maeet the change in the circumstances
occasioned by Confederation. In Upper
Canada also the proceedings of the
Legislative Couneil were opened by
p rayer until 1829, (the Chaplain being
a clergyman of the Church of England
appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor)
when a vacancy occurred, he pre-
sumed, in ceonsequence of the death of
the Chaplain, and it was ordered by
the House that, during the remainder
of that session, the prayer should bo
said by the ministers of the various
denominations in the town of York.
which was done. At Iength,however,
the Flouse refused to receive a chaplain
of the Church of England, and the
system fe4l into disuse, very much t>
the discredit, he thought, of ail sc-
tions of the House. We lived in
times of greater catholicity, when the
sense of the country would demand
that in the louse of Commons, as wel Il
as in the Senate,. their deliberations
should commence with the invoking cof
God's blessing. He did not think it
was anything for theni to be proud of
in not having prayers said in this
liouse. They were an exception to
the legislatures ofall civilized countries
of which he had any acquaintance. He
had been influenced to put this motion
upon the paper from being present in
the House of Representatives in
Baltimore last May, and seeing that
the proceedings were there opened
with prayer. Following the Speaker
into the iouse was a gentleman clotbed
in a flowing robe, who proved to ho the
Chaplain, and he opened the House
with prayer, the demeanour of mem-
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bers and the aspect of the whole pro-
ceedings being thoroughly devotional.
The form used was the same as in the
Dominion, with the exception of sub-
stituting the President for the Sovereign
and State for Province. He (Mr.
Macdonald) at that time resolved
that he would submit to the
]ominion House of - Commons the
motion he had proposed, and leave
the responsibility of accepting or
rejecting it with the House. From
inquiries made with respect to the
practice in the United States, ho found
that the two Houses of Congiress elect
ministers of different denominations,
who alternately perform the duties of
Chaplain; the Legislatures of many of
the States follow a similar course; and
throughout the whole States the prac-
tice was well nigh universal. Whether
the prayer in this House should be
read by the Clerk, or whether it would
be best for the Speaker to read it, ho
did not say; but he did say that hun-
dreds and thousands of the people of
this Dominion wanted and asked that
a prayer be read, and he did not think
that in following the precedent of the
Imperial Parliament in regard to this
matter they could go far astray.
There, from time immemorial, prayers
had been read in the Lords by the
.junior Bishop, and in the Commons by
the Speaker's Chaplain. In crder to
give the utmost latitude, he had framed
the motion in its present form. He
trusted that to-day they would, as a
deliberate body, discharge this duty,
which should have been discharged
before; a duty which they owe to
themselves, to their children, and to
the people of Canada, whose represen-
tatives they are.

Mr. MACKENZIE said so far as
the motion was concerned there could
be little question among membors pre-
sent that what was proposed was a Chris-
tian duty. While it was not considered
necessary to open the deliberations of
all bodies with prayer, it was very plain
that the Legislature of the country
occupied a position somewhat different
to that occupied by municipal councils,
agricultural associations and corporate
bodies, and that members of Parlia-
ment had at heart the welfare of the
country in which they performed their
duties, and that in a higher sense they

were responsible to the Almighty. He
had always held those views, but
moreover, ho had always been alive to,
the difficulties in carrying on religious
services in an assembly composed
so largely of different denominations.
He did not know the proportion of
Catholic to Protestant members, or the.
proportion of one denomination of Pro-
testants to another, but it was believed
that those donominational distinctions
might cause some difficulty and jarring
in regard to public worship, which the
hon. member for Toronto Centre now
proposed for the first time to introduce
into the Commons. The Government
were naturally desirous of ascertain-
ing the views of hon. members, when
a matter was brought up which they
were disposed to treat with that solemn
feeling which must be associated with
everything connected with Divine wor-
ship, and of becoming acquainted with
the opinions of gentlemen of various
denominations and positions in the
flouse on the question.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
be agreed with the remarks of those
who had spoken on the matter. He
felt as a body composed of represen-
tatives of a Christian country and
supposed to be Christians themselves,
that it was quite proper that the
blessing of the Almighty should be
invoked upon the acts of theLegislature.
Were this assembly composed entirely
of Protestants, although of various
denominations, he fancied no practical
difficulty would arise, but difficulty
might arise from the fact that so large.
a proportion of the members were
Roman Catholics. He was not pre-
pared to say whether it would meet
their wishes that the motion should
carry in the terms in which it was,
prepared. They formed so large and
important a body, and represented such
a larje community in the Dominion,
that their feelings and even their
prejudices should bc respected ; and
he felt that the very praiseworthy
object of the mover of the resolution
would be thwarted if by its adoption
the feelings of their Catholic friends
were wounded, and they were caused
to abstain from entering the H1ouse
during prayer. He did not know how
the difficulty was to be got over, but
ho would advise that a conversation

Prayers in the H0usC.



28 Routine

should take place in the House on the
matter and that it should be left to a
committee to inquire into and sec how
it could be carried out.

Mr. MACKENZIE said lie was about
to make the same suggestion. This
resolution practically involved the
adoption of a standing rule, and all
such resolutions had hitherto been
referred to a Select Commitice. His
hon. friend had mentioned that in the
Province of Qpebec, the subject was
referred to a Committee, and he (MIr.
Mackenzie) found from enquiry that,
in some of the other Provinces where
a form of prayer had been adopted,
whieh was practically that used by the
Protestant Episcopal Church,the Catho-
lic members were in the habit of
remaining out of the House until it
was over. He thought the suggestion
ofthe hon. gentleman opposite should
therefore be adopted, and the matter
referred to a Committee to report at
au carly day. Of course all religious
parties should bc as fairly as possible
represented.on such a committee.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sug-
gested that the debato should be ad-
journed in order to carefully consider
who should constitute the committee.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) said
the few hon. gentlemen to whom he had
spoken on the subject had been mem-
bers of the Roman Catholie persuasion,
and they had, as a rule, expressed
their readiness to have a form of
prayer adopted. While he had every
desire to be influenced by the expres-
sions of the Premier on the one hand
and the leader of the Opposition on the
other, lie agreed to their suggestion
chiefly in order that nothing miglit be
hastily donc which might conflict with
the prejudices of those who differed
from him.

Mr. IOLTON noved the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) said
he wished it to bc distinctly understood
that the Committee was to be appointed
in order to decide on the form of
prayer-not to consider the advisa-
bility of having prayer.

Several HON. MEMBERS : No, no.

Sir JoHN. A. MACDONALD.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto):
Then I cannot consent to the adjourn-
ment.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it would be
hardly respectful for the House to in-
struct the Committee to decide on the
form. The ordinary course would be to
instruct them to report on the subject,
in which case there would be nothing
to prevent their reporting a form if
they chose. No doubt any Committee
the hon. gentleman named would be
accepted by the House.

Motion to adjourn Debate agreed to.
DOMINION DAM ON DEVIL

LAKE.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, in the
absence of Mr. JoNES (South Leeds),
moved for copies of all Orders in
Council and all instructions or orders
from the Department of Public Works
relating to the destruction by force,
last July, of the dam called the
Dominion Dam, on Devil Lake, in the
County of Addington, and fer copies of
all reports made by engineers or any
engineer or employé of the Govern-
ment, and "of al[ correspondence re-
lating to the said dam, its destruction
or reconstruction.

Motion agreed to.

FISHERY CLAUSES OF TIIE'
WASHINGTON TREATY.

MOTION FOR cORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. MITCHELL moved for copies
of all correspondence in relation to the
settlement of the fishery clauses of tie
Washington Treaty, between the Gov-
ernment of Canada and that of Great
Britain and between the Government
of Great Britain and the Government
of the United States, in relation to the
aforesaid subject; also cop'es of
instructions to Sir A. T. Galt and cor-
respondence with him n pon the subject.
He said nearly six years had elapsed
since the Washington Treaty was sign-
ed. The American Government had
settled nearly every point involved in
the questions decided in the treaty. It
was not generally known that the
principal object and motive of entering
upon negotiations for the treaty, was
to obtain some settlement of the diffi-
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culties connected with the Canadian
fisheries. Senator Campbell was sont
by the Government of Sir John A.
Macdonald to England for the purpose
of obtaining, if possible, a settlement
of that question; and it was in conse-
quence of the application made by the
Dominion Government to the Govern-
ment of Great Britain, that Her
Majesty's Government availed them-
selves of the opportunity to consider
varions other questions at issue with
the IJnited States ut that time, which
questions were su bsequently submitted
to a Commission, and an amicable
arrangement arrived at in regard to
them. Although all other subjects
dealt with by the Commission, and in-
cluded in the treaty, had been settled,
the matter of the Canadian fisheries,
which was the original cause of the
treaty being framed, remain as far from
settlement as before the treaty was
signed. It was expected that the pro-
visions of the treaty would have been
carried out within a reasonable
time. but to the surprise of the
people of Canada, the fishery ques-
lion was now in a worte posi-
tion than before the framing of the
treaty. He did not submit the motion
in a sense hostile to the Government,
but to enable them to lay such infor-
mation before the House as would
assure the country that all reasonable
steps had been taken-if they had been
taken-to bring that question in which
Canadians felt so much interest, to a
satisfactory adjustment. The treaty
gave the Americans the right to fisn
in our waters for eleven years; six
years having elapsed, without any
steps having been taken to determine
the value of those fisheries, it was time
to ascertain whether the Americans
had resolved not to make Canada any
allowance or compensation for our
fishery rights. le observed that the
Government had laid on the table a
Minute of Council of 24th November
last, in which the attention of Her
Majesty's Government was called to
the position of the question. He
found also a reply, dated January 5th,
from the Foreign Office, giving an
historical resumé of negotiations, set-
ting forth that the Dominion had
agreed to the appointment of Commis-
sioners to meet at Washington for the

settienent of the questions at issue ;
that they agreed to the appointment
of arbitrators to ascertain whether
any, if so, wbat compensation
should be paid to Canada
for its fishery rights; that the two
Governments were to appoint arbi-
trators, a third arbitrator to be chosen
by the Austrian Government ; that up
to this time, though repeatedly asked
by the British Governmnent, the United
States had refused or neglected to
appoint a Commissioner; that in 1875
Sir Alexander Galt wus appointed
British commissioner, and that the pro-
visions of the treaty in regard to com-
pensation to be paid for the use of
Canadian fisheries had been praetically
null and void. He deferred any further
observations until the Government
brought down the papers, for a dis-
enussion might prove unwise at that
stage of the question. Whether the
blame for allowing action on the fishery
question to be deferred year after year
was to be attributed to the Dominion
Governmont, which he did not think
Vas the case, or to the Imperial Govern-

ment, or to the United States (overn-
ment, would only be known when the
correspondence was submitted to the
flouse; at all events, the time had
arrived when the people of Canada
should know whether their interests
had been carefully guarded.

Mr. SHITH (Westmoreland): There
is no objection to the resolution passing
with some amendment. Mv hon.
friend will sec the propriety of striking
out the passage relating to the Conti-
dential instructions given to Sir Alex-
ander Galt which, 1 think, it would be
improper to produce. There are cer-
tain parts of the correspondence which
the Government may not consider it
wise or politic to submit, but other
portions can and will be submitted.
Vhen the correspondence is brought

down, I am sure my hon. friend will
attach no blame to this Governrnent
for any apparent neglect or delay
which may have taken place in this
business. The Government has donc
everything possible to bring about the
result, which was expected long ago.

Mr. MITCHELL consented to the
proposed amendment.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: It
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would be highly inexpedient to bring
down all the papers and information
in the hands of the (overnment. It
might have the effect of injuring our
cause hereafter.

Motion, as amended, agreed to, as
follows:-

Resolved, That an hunible address be pre-
sented to His Excellency, for copies of all
correspondence in relation to the sett'ement
of the Fishery clauses of the Washington
Treaty, between the Governmient of Canada
and that of Great Britain, and between the
Governinent of Great Britain and the Gov-
erninent of the United States iii relation to
.the aforesaid subject.

THE IMPERIAL BOARD OF
TRADE AND CANADIAN

SURGEONS.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. TUPPER moved for all corres-
pondence between the Government of
Canada and the Imperial Government
-or any steamship company or private
individual touching the qualifications
of surgeons on British steamers or
other passenger ships sailing to or
from British ports. He said ho had
put the motion on the paper in order
to give him an opportunity in his place
in Parliament to protest in the strong-
est terms, at the earliest possible
moment, against the course which it ap-
peared had been taken by the Imperial
Board of'Trade in this matter. He had
Jearned -with very great satisfaction
that the feeling which he, in common
with every member of the medical
profession, and he might say with the
people of Canada, had entertained in
relation to that undeserved insult to
the medical profession of this Dominion
had been felt just as keenly and just as
promptly by the Government. He wai
very gratified to learn that not a day
had been lost in presenting that senti-
ment, on the part of the Government,
to the Imperial Government, and lie
had no doubt that that protest would
result in such an arrangement as
would at once change the course which
the Imperial Board of Trade had, he
thought very unadvisedly and very
inconsiderately, adopted. He held a
degree from the University of Edin-
burgh, and the diploma of the Royal
College of Surgeons, but he was a ble
to say that the medical profes. ion of

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

Canada would compare favourably with
that of the British Islands themselves;
and that the persons who hold diplomas
under the stringent regulations in force
in this country were as much entitled
to the confidence of the public in Great
Britain and in Canada as were the
graduates of colleges of the very
highest standing in the British Islands.
He made these statements not only
from his own personal knowledge, but
he had documents in his possession
showing on the highest authority that
the students from the universities and
colleges of Canada occupied the very
lighest standing on the other side of
the water. Ample testimony had been
borne by those best qualified to judge,
that when the attainments and abilities
of Canadian graduates and the students
of Canadian Colleges came into com-
petition with those of Great Britain,
the comparison was one of which
every Canadian had just reason to be
proud, for the students had not only
been able to hold their own, but their
average ability had been higher and
greater than that shown by their
fellow-competitors. He had heard
with great pleasure of the action of
the Government in this matter, and
that they had given expression to the
feeling that the action of the Board of
Trade constituted an undeserved re-
flection upon the medical institutions
of this country.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the correspondence would be submitted
to the House. It was hoped that in
the course of a fortnight or three
woeks an answer would be received, and
when it was received the Government
would take an early opportunity of
submitting it to the House withont
formal notice, trusting that it would be
satisfactory.

Motion agreed to.

MILITARY COLLEGE AT KING-
STON.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. LANGEVIN moved for a return
of the number of candidates that have
come forward for admission to the
Military College at Kingston; how
many from each Province, distinguish-
ing those of French origin from the
others; how many have been so
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Idmitted, how many from each Prov-
ince, distinguishing those of French
origin from the others ; also, a copy of
the present regulations and a statement
of the qualifications required of candi-
dates for such admission.

Motion agreed to.

MARINE HOSPITAL AT SYDNEY.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
moved for a return of ail money ex-
pended in building a Marine Hospital
at Sydney, Cape Breton; the amount

f the different tenders for the con-
struction of the said building, with
the names of the parties tendering;
also, the names of ail persons to whom
the Governmont paid directly for work
performed on this building, or improve-
ments conneeted with it; also, the
amount paid for superinteeding the
work, and to whom paid; also, the
total amount of expenditure to Decem-
ber 31st, 1876; also, correspondence,
if any, which led to the transfer of the
contract for this building from the
gentleman to whom it was awarded in
the first instance, to another gentleman.

Motion agreed to.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DE-
BATES.

APPOINTMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) moved:
"That a Select Committee be appointed

to consider what arrangements can be made
for securing an official report of the debates
of this House dnring the present Session; to
be composed of Messrs. Ross (Middlesex),
Oliver, Dymond, Béchard, Cha-lton, Tup-
per, Bowell, Desjardins, and Colby."

He said he had received a number
of letters from members during recess,
in consequence of which he thought it
desirable to ask the House to grant a
committee to make arrangements for
an official report of the debates. In
making the report there was one of
two courses to be taken, viz., either to
report them verbatin or to condense
theni. In the former case the bulk
would be so great as to render the re-
port of littie service. Last year a con-
densed report was furnished, and there
were considerable difficulties with re-
ference to it. It was difficult to satisfy
members as to the character of the

condensation, as a member might re
gard as important in his speech a mat-
ter which the reporter would consider
of little consequence so far as it con-
cerned the question under discussion.
In consequence of that fact, reporters
had to bc dealt with considerately, and
the Committee had to be allowed con-
siderable latitude. The reports of the
previous years had been tolerably satis-
factory, and the feling in the Hlouse,
was, he believed, so far in favour of an
official report being taken of the debates
that the Committee would be appointed
without opposition.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the matter
was entirely in the hands of the House.
It was a matter in which the Govern-
ment did not wish to exercise any con-
trolling influence.

MNr. YOUNG said he regretted that
provision was not made for the publi-
cation of the reports before the close of
last session. That being the position
of the matter, ho thought the best way
would be to appoint a committee to
carry on the Iansard. Upon the whole,
he thought that the Jiansard volumes
already publisbed.were suecessful. Tho
reporting of the debates resulted in
members preparing their spoches bot-
ter and in elevating the tone of the
Ilouse.

Mr. IIOLTON said he had always
been in favour of reporting the debates,
but it appeared to him that last session
the reports were not satisfactory, and
the course ho took at the close of last
session was in order to bring about a
full consideration of the whole subject
in a full House, and preventing the con-
tinuance of what he felt-to bea defective
system. He complained that last ses-
sion many important speeches, includ-
ing one by Mr. Blake, were very much
condensed and might as well have been
left out altogether. What was wanted
was an authentic record of the utter-
ances of the leading public mon, and
he thought the House had failed to ob-
tain that result.

Sir JOHN A. MA.CDONALD said
that in order to make the Han-
sard successful, it should be carm-
fully edited, and there should be a
larger staff of reporters than there was
last session. Ie believed from the

general feeling in the House that it
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would reaçUly sanction the expense
of keeping a full staff of reporters
in order to take areport of everything
which took place in the House, the
short conversations as well as the
lengthy speeches. When the report
was written, a competent editor in
whom both sides of the House should
have confidence, should look over it
with a view to condensing. The
English Jiansard was greatly con-
densed, and it was well known that the
Tines did not now publish sucli
lengthy reports of the proceedings of
Parliament as it did some years ago.
The country, he was satisfied, would
not be satistied unless the system was
continued. The Ransard had been
useful. It had not contributed to
lengthening the speeches, or to
lengthening the session of the House ;
on the contrary, hon. members know-
ing that their remarks would be taken
down, had carefully prepared their
speeches, and kept out irrelevant
matter.

Mr.. BOWELL said the Com'uittee
were fully alive to the difficulties
referred to by the hon. member for
Chateauguay who, apparently, had not
read the report presented by the
Committee last session. On the 6th of
April the report was laid before
the Houseits, recommendations having
been arrived at after much considera-
tion, and a perusal of it would show
that the scheme subinitted would
obviate the difficulties alluded to.
Had notice of motion fbr the adoption
of the report been given by the Chair-
man of the Committee, the hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay could not have
taken the objection which prevented
its adoption. He was surprised to
hear that an imporiant speech made
by the Minister of Justice, had been
omitted; whenever complaints were
made to the Committee, steps were
immediately taken to have the inac-
curacies or omissions corrected. He
desired, moreover, to state that the
report of the Conimittee was not pre-
sented to the House by the Chairman,
but by a member of the Committee,
and tunt no steps were taken by the
Chairman, though repeatedly urged,
to place a notice on the paper, in ordor
that it might come properly before the
Ilouse.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

Mr. BLAKE said he did not know
i that one of his speeches had been so

inuch condensed, nor did ho care how
far his utterances were condensed.
lon. gentlemen would never find him
complaining. He, however, thought
that members when misreprosented
had good reason to complain, and he
would take that opportunity of saying
that he would not hold himself respon-
sible for the reports of what he had
been supposed to say, because he had
been reported as saying what was dia-
tme rically opposed to what he had said.

hlotion agreed to.

CHANGES IN THE GOVERNMENT.

MINISTERIAI EXPLANATIONS.

Orders of the day called.

M.r. MACKENZIE said that befôre
the orders of the day were called, ho
desired to make the Ministerial expla-
nations for which the leader of the
Opposition had asked on Friday. Such
explanations were generally made in
Parliament, chie fly because they might
involve some new policy on the part
of the Administration, or the adoption
of a new policy by any of the members
joining the Administration. Three
vacancies had occured since the Admin-
istration had last met Parliament. One
was caused by the elevation of Mr.
Laird to the Lieutenant-Governorship
of the North-West Territories. One
had becurred upon the retirement of
his hon. friend the late Minister of
Inland Revenue, consequent upon a
long illness, which, he was sure, every
member of the House, on each side,
would regret as sincerely as ho did.
He was also sure they would
all anxiously indulge the hope
which he entertained, that it might
leave no permanent injury to the health
or system of that hon. gentleman, and
that they might long see him an orna-
ment to the House, as ho had been for
many years. The third vacancy
had been caused by the eleva-
tion of the late Minister of Agriculture
to the Lieutenant-Governorship of
Quebec. He would say nothing about
the appointment of those tw.> gentle-
men to the highest political position
which the Canadian Government had it
in their power to bestow, confident as
ho was that both appointments would
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mneet the approval of the country, and
that, at any rate, this was not the
occasion on which to criticise them.
The place occupied formerly by Mr.
Laird was offered by His Excellency
to the hon. member for Bothwell, who
accepted the position, and thereby be-
came a member of the Administration.
The position occupied by Mr. Geoffrion
was offered to the hon. member for
Jacques Cartier, who accepted the offer
and became a member of the Adminis-
tration. The position occupied by Mr.
Letellier was offered in the first place
to the present Minister, who, upon
some consideration, felt indisposed at
the time to enter the. Senate, and on
that account declined to accede to the
iequest that he should join the Ad-
ministration. Upon that, he (Mr.
Mackenzie) had the pleasuîre of offer-
ing the position, with a seat in the
Senate, to Mr. Joly, but he, while en-
tirely concurring in the policy of the
Administration on public matters, felt
indisposed to accede to the request upon
personal reasons, which, however, in-
volved no matter of policy in which
either the Administration or the louse
was concerned. He then again ap-
proached his hon. friend, Mr. Pelletier,
asking him to reconsider his deter-
mination, and upon reconsideration he
decided to accept the position which
vas originally tendered him,and was ac-
cordingly appointed to the office with
a seat in the Senate. These were the
very brief explanations lie had to ten-
der in relation to the changes which
had taken place; and he presumed they
would be entirely satisfactory to hon.
gentlemen opposite.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
lie thanked his hon. friend at the head
of the Government for his explanations.
It was well that this practice of mak-
ing such explanations when a recon-
struction of the Goverment took place,
or when a change occurred-a practice
which prevailed in the old country-
should be followed here, in order that
the Hlouse, and, through the House, the
-country might know whether there
was any change of policy involved in
the introduction of a new member into
the Government; and also that the
House might be able to deéide whether
their position towards the Ministry
was altered thereby. He quite agreed

3

with what the hon. gentleman had
said with regard to the hon. member
for Vercheres. That bon. gentleman
was always a popular member of Par-
liament before ho took office, and his
conduct in office had not in any way
diminished the general esteem in
which lie was held on both sides of the
House. With reference to the member
for Jacques Cartier, who had succeeded
that hon. gentleman, that hon. member
was known, before he was made a
Minister, to be in the most confidential
relations with the Government, and he
might as well be a Minister as a more
outside confidant. With reference to
the appointment of the hon. member
for Bothwell to succeed Mr. Laird, he
(Sir John A.Macdonald)could only com-
pliment the leader of the Government.
He had no doubt that hon. gentleman
would make an able Minister. He re-
gretted that his hon. friend the leader
of the Government had felt it his duty
to send Mr. Laird to the North-West,
for that hon. member had just begun
to understand the very complieated
dutie.s of the Minister of the Interior,
and last session, when he had a very
difficult measure to carry through
this louse, althoughli he was put
to a little trouble occasionally in the
course of the discussion of the details,
the then Minister of Interior showed
that he had really grasped the details,
and understood the questions involved
in that measure-the Indian bill. He
had hoped, therefore, that as long as
the present Government lasted, the
country would have had the benefit of
the experience that Minister had gained
at the head of that Department. It was
of the greatest importance that the
responsible Minister at the head of In-
dian affairs, (and that was one of the
chief branches of the Department of
which that Minister was in charge,)
should fully understand that subject.
While he had the fullest confidence in
the gentleman who now held that office,
the newly-appointed Minister could
not be expected by intuition to arrive
at the knowledge of the subject which
his predecessor had acquired after con-
siderable study, pains and experience.
On publie grounds, however, he might
perhaps rejoice at the elevation of Mr.
Laird, as it had given him the advan-
tage of the aid and the countenance of
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his hon. friend (Mr. Pope) who sat
beside him.

Mr. MACKEN ZIE : On a Protection
motion ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
his hon. friend from Queen's would no
doubt protect him from the assaulis of
the First Minister. With regard to
the appointment of the present Minister
of Agriculture, it seemed rather an
unusual thing, and perhaps a course
which was not well adapted to main-
tain the dignity of the Upper House,
that a member of this House should be
in the first place appointed a Senator
and then appointed a Cabinet Minister.
While his hon. friend opposite Lad a
choice among those who usually sup-
ported his Government, and had confi-
dence in it, he thought it unreasonable,
that the doubtful honour should be
conferred under those circumstances.
He could have understood the elevation
of the President of the Council to the
U7pper fHouse. They had an English
precedent for that. The Earl of Bea-
consfield was a Cabinet Minister, and
in ascending to the House of Lords he
was receiving a reward for his long
service in the House of Commons,
besides which he was at the head of
the Cabinet.

Mr. BLAKE: What about Mr. Cha-
pais' case?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Mr.
Chapais was a Senator before lie was a
Minister.

Mr. BLAKE: There was a voided
election for Kamouraska, and you sent
him up there while you kept Kamou-
raska unrepreeented.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Then
he was not a member of this House.
He was quite sure the late Government
did not give a double honour to a mem-
ber of this House. Rumour had it
that the President of the Council was
going to the Upper House, and although
they would all regret to have that
gentleman leave them, they must con-
sider the exigencies of public life and
the fact that the Premier would have
been acting according to precedent in
sending the President of the Council
to a body of which that hon. gen-
tleman was previously a member,
and from which he descended amidst

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

the general regret of thoso he left.
But if rumour were correct, the
President of the Council refused to
go to the Upper House. He, no doubt,
felt bound to sacrifice himself for the
benefit of his Party. He, as the able
and trusted leader of the French Cana-
dian Liberals, felt that ho ougb t not
to sacrifice his friends in this House
and in this country, and leave the
Rouge party without a leader, through
allowing himself to be benefited per-
sonally by being sent to the Upper
House. It was said that the hon. gen-
tleman had, with his usual disinterest-
edness, sacrificed himself twice over,
first in not going to the Senate, and
next in not becoming the Lieutenant-
Governor of the Province of Quebece.
Such instances of disinterestedness
were very few, and ho complimented
his hon. friend on it. No doubthis hon.
friend the Premier was wise in
strengthening his bands in this House
and in the country by keeping bore at
the head of the Ministerial supporters
from the Province of Quebec his hon.
friend the President of the Council.

Mr. CAUCHON said the hon. mem-
ber had been trying to be witty as
usual, but if he had consented to serve
under him, he should still be found
very useful, as ho was for a long time
before. He defied any hon. member to
say ho Lad ever asked for any situation
of any kind.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I did
not say so.

Mr. CAUCHON said some had done
so, as the House was aware, and some
had done something else, which le
would not characterize.

Mr. POPE, (Queen's, P.B.I.)asked the
indulgence of the House while he said a
few words in reference to the Province
of which ho was one of the representa-
tives. Before the present Government
was formed, the first session after
Prince Edward Island became part of
the Dominion, a seat in the Cabinet
was offered to Mr. Laird as one of the
representatives of that Province.
Since then Mr. Laird had been appoint-
ed Lieutenant-Governor of the North-
West, and the seat Le had held had
been filled by a gentleman from On-
tario, and Prince Edward Island left
without a seat in the Cabinet, which
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the people of that Province thought
was depriving them of a great advan-
tage to which they were entitled. Soon
after Mr. Laird was promoted to the
Lieutenant-Governorship of the North-
West and just previous to the election
to fill the place thus left vacant, it was
rumoured in Prince Edward Island
that the seat was not to be given to
any member from Prince Edward
Island, and consequently there was a
good deal of dissatisfaction there. To
allay that, the Dominion law agent
publicly stated there that it was not
the intention of the present adminis-
tration to deprive Prince Edward
Island of its seat in the Cabinet, but
that on the other hand if the electors
of Queen's County would return a good
man to support the Government and
fill that position, the seat ini the Cab-
inet would still be given to that Pro-
vince. A day or two after this state-
ment was made, the seat in the Cabinet
was filled by the present Minister of
the Interior. A fewdays later another
vacancy occurred in the Cabinet by
the retirement of Mr. (eoffrion, and
the law agent again made a statement
to the effect that there vas another va-
cancv in the Cabinet, and if they
would only icturn Mr. Welsh to sup-
port the Administration that seat
would be given to Prince Edward Is-
land. The people thought, however,
that Quebec would hardly give up the
seat, and did not place much credence
in that promise. At another large
meeting iL was stated that the reason
why the seat in the Cabinet
belonging to Prince Edward Island
was filled by the present Minis-
ter of the Interior was, that the
work of that Department was very
much behind, and the gentleman who
had been appointed to it was placed
there because of his great legal
knowledge and his high standing as a
lawyer. He (Mr. Pope) would like to
ask the hon. First Minister why a seat
was given to Prince Edward Island in
the firt place. Mr. Laird, against
whom he had nothing to say, was
appointed to that position not in con-
sequence of anything that was known
of him. le had been two sessions,
he believed, a- member of the local
legislature, and about six months a
Inember of the local Government.

He was almost unknown iii public
life, and his opinion was that the
Government did not first nominate
Mr. Laird, but accepted his nomination
at the hands of the four members for
Prince Edward Island, who agreed to
aid them in turning the late Govern-
ment ont of power on condition that
they should be permitted to name
their own representative in the new
Cabinet. If this appointment was not
made because of Mr. Laird's ability,
and he bad heard it stated by the hon.
member for King's, who, in bis
position, as a public man stood far
higher than Mr. Laird, that he might
have had the seat in the Cabinet,
if he had chosen, but had nomin-
ated Mr. Laird instead-it must have
been nade because Prince Edward
Island was entitled to a seat in the
Cabinet, or because a bargain vai
made, and he lad heard the hon. mem-
ber for King's state at a public meeting
that the only stipulation the Island
members made, was, that they should
have a seat in the Cabinet in return fbr
their support. Those hon. gentlemen
certainly deserved to be fairly dea ilt
with, because they had given a faithiul
and loyal support to the Government
ever since, and if the present Adminis-
tration did make this bargain, he would
like to sec them carry it out. If the
promise was made that Prince Edward
Island should have a representative iii
the Cabinet on the condition state1, it
was surely understood that represerta-
tive should continue during the presen t
Administration. If the representatives
from the Island sold themselves for a
seat ,in the Cabinet, let them have the
seat. If a seat were taken from Nova
Scotia or New Brunswick, it would
still have one left, and Ontario would
have four left if it lost one, but Prince
Edward Island was now left without
any. He held that Prince Edward
Island had not received that justice
from the hands of the Government
which it was entitled to, the more
particularly in view of the faet that it
had sent six members to the House to
support the present Administration.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that it was
not a convenient time to discuss the
question whether it was neeessary that
every Province should have a repre-
sentative in the Cabinet or not. It
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was too late in the day for an bon. gen-
tleman to come forward, three years
after the general election, and discuss
proceedings consequent upon the action
of the Government in 1873. It was, to
say the least, unusual in that quarter of
Canada, whatever it might be in the
Province in vhich the hon. member
resided. 'He had merely to say with
regard to the bon. gentleman's obser-
tions :-First, that the Government
bas no legal agent in Prince Edward
Island, and, second, that no such trans-
action or conversation ever occurred
between himself and Mr. Laird as that
to which the hon. member for Queen's
County had referred. He gave the
statement a filat contradiction ; nor did
it occur vith any gentleman of any
Province in the Dominion. He would
scorn to be a party to such a transac-
tion as the hon. gentleman insinuated;
and he was amazed that the bon. gen-
tleman had such a low opinion of
public men as to think any of them
would be guilty of it. The hou.
gentleman had said that Mr. Laird
was a man of no ability, and so
if he had sold himself, the price should
be paid. That hon. member might
get his own price when he sold himself.
Let him leave other people alone. Such
had, no doubt, been his practice when
selling himself.

Mr. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.) : It has
been offered to me, but I would not
take it.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that with
regard to Mr. Laird, it, was bad taste for
the hon. member to attack a gentleman
who was not present to defend him-
self. The bon. member's own leader
had spoken five minutes before of Mr.
Laird's supereminent ability, and even
went so far as to imply that his sue-
cessor would scarcely worthily fill his
place for a long time to come ; but the
hon. member for Queen's had declared
Mr. Laird to be a man of no ability,
who could not have been chosen for a
seat in the Cabinet for his ability, and
must therefore have been chosen for
some other reason. Mr. Laird was,
however, chosen for his ability. Ie
had proved his ability by the manner
in which he had discharged his duties
here, and he would prove it in the dis-
charge of his duties in the North-
West.

Mr. MACKENZIE.

Mir. MASSON said the hon. leader
of the Government had scorned the
idea of any inducement having been
given to any member of the House on
the lon. gentleman's accession to office
in 1873. While the bon, gentleman
himself might not be aware ot the fact,
bon. members on his side of the House
knew what means were resorted to in
order to obtain votes on that day. He
(Mr. Masson) knew those means per-
sonally; and he had never said it till
this moment that he was approached,
at that time and offered a front seat on
the Government side of the House if ho
would only turn his back on Sir John
A. Macdonald. He did not say that
the hon. gentleman at the bead of the
Government made the offer or that he
would do such an act; but the offer was
made. The same offer might have been
made to others besides himself. Hle
would briefly examine the explanations
given by the Premier regarding Minis-
terial changes. The explanation was
very good so far as it went; but the
bon. First Minister must not forget
that rumours were circulating in the
Province of Quebec to the effect that
more than one gentleman had been
offered a seat in the Cabinet and more
than one had refused. The rumour
went that certain most extraordinary
reasons were given by gentlemen who
now sat in this House for refusing a
seat in the Cabinet. The statement in
regard to the offer of the seat to Mr
Joly, and to that gentleman declining
it, was made in such a way as to lead
the House to believe that no similar
offer was made to any other gentleman.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Hear, hear.

Mr. MASSON said ho was glad to
hear that such was the fact. It would
be, therefore, desirable that the report
of a Cabinet seat having been offered to
others should be denied, and they
should know if the bon. head. of the
Government went freely and openly to
Mr. Joly and offered him the seat, and
offered it to no one else, and that no
gentleman was- placed in the position
of refusing it because the President of
the Council is a member of the Cabinet.
It was, then, a fact that no member of
the Liberal party had given as his
reason for refusîng to accept a Cabinet
seat, that he would not sit with the
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President of the Council, and that none
could, therefore, take credit for having
done so. Up to the present moment.
there had been some doubt in Quebec
as to the status of that hon. gentleman,
in the Government. Those hon. mem-
bers who read the newspapers of the
Province of Quebec, would be aware
that the whole Liberal party at one
time proclaimed that the President of
the Council was not the leader of
the Liberal party in that Province;
that the administration was not
that of Mackenzie-Cauchon, but of
Mackenzie--Geoffrion. It was after-
wards decided that a reconstruction of
the Administration should take place,
and that the member for Vercheres on
account of ill-health should resign his
seat in the Cabinet. His successor was
the hon. member for Jacques Cartier,
and it was thereupon heralded all over
the Province of Quebec, that at last
the old Liberal party had. found its
leader in the person of the hon. Mem-
ber for Jacques Cartier. That report
was allowed to go to the public, and
the Conservative party had no reason
to controvert the assertion that the
Liberal party would not accept the
President of the Council as its leader.
H1e (Mr. Masson) would relate an in-
cident to show the struggle which the
President of the Council had had to
obtain the position he occupies to-day.
H1e met the Minister of Inland Revenue
at St. Laurent and discussed the public
questions, and in the presence of that
Minister-and this showed the want of
harmony in the present Government-
the President of the Council was most
disgracefully abused by a leading
member of the Liberal party in the.
Province of Quebec. The President
of the Council himself knew that on
this occasion a young gentleman of
talent and an ornament to his party,
who was a member of the House a
few years ago, said. in reply to the
charge of inconsistency brought against
the Liberal party by him (Mr.
Masson) that it was mistake and a
shame for the Liberal party to have
accepted Mr. Cauchon, but he washed
his hands of the affair.

Mr. LAF'LAMMIE: Where was that?
Mr. MASSON: At St. Laurent.
Mr. LAFLAMMIE: I never heard

any such statement made by Mr. Fabre.
Mr. MASSON: It was made by Mr.

Mercier.
Mr. LAFLAMME : Nor by Mr.

Mercier.
Mr. MASSON said the statement

was made in the presence of thrce
thousand people, and had been repeated
at every corner. There was now no
doubt, whether the Liberals liked it or
no, that the Government was the Mac-
kenzie-Cauchon administration. It had
been said in Quebec that they would
soon sec the President of the Council
leaving bis seat alongside of the Premier
and Mr. Laflamme taking bis place as
the leaderof the Liberal party of Que-
bec, butthePresident ofthe Council still
occupied the front place on the Govern-
ment side of the House, to which his
ability and experience entitled him.
He (Mr. Masson) did not know which
to admire most, the stubborn persis-
tence with which the Premier inposed
upon the Liberal party of the Province
of Quebec, leaders whom they disliked,
or the meekness with which the party
received the lash whenever it was
applied. They knew that the Liberal
party of that Province did not accept
the present Postmaster-General; proof
was afforded last session that he did
not represent the feeling of either the
English or French population. They
knew, too, that the Minister of Inland
Revenue had been imposod on the
Liberal party of Quebec, that, notwith-
standing bis talents, he did not repre-
sent the ideas, principles, call them,if
you please, prejudices of the French
population of Lower Canada. They
knew, moreover, that the nomination
of the gentleman who sat in the other
Chamber did not meet with the ap-
proval of the Liberal party of the
Province of Quebec, and he (Mr. Mas-
son) must admit that ho could not
understand why, unless it was because
was the candidate of the President he
of the Council. He must dis-
agree with the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, who stated that
the President of the Council could not
obtain a Governorship, whicb he
denied. That bon. gentleman had not
been appointed to a Governorship,
because the Liberal party required hin
as their leader; because they wanted
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him to be the successor to Mr. Dorion.
It was, indeed, a proud day for the
President of the Council-the born
enemy of the Grits-when he
could tell those whom he formerly
called the "I Radicals of Ontario :"
"l Do what you choose; revie
me as you choose-this is the Mac-
kenzie--Cauchon Administration, and
you must submit to it." It was a
proud day for the President of the
Council when ho could turn round to
the Liberal party of Quebec, who had
vilified and abused him in cvery
corner, and tell them : "Say what you
will, I am your leader to-day; Mr.
Mackenzie bas chosen me to sit on his
right hand, and to be leader of the
great Liberal party of Quebec." But
if it was a proud day for that hon.
gentleman,. what must it be for the
Liberal party of Quebec? They had
received in their ranks a man, a
gentleman, whom they had considered
among the Conservative party the one
least worthy to sit in this louse.
They had taken from the Conservative
ranks the person whom they most
belittled while a member ot it, and
placed him at the head of the Liberal
party of the Province of Quebec. The
lion. the Premier, had taken a grave
responsibility upon himself in admit-
ting the President of the Council to
divide the authority with him, as it
would remain as a fact in the history
of this country that the man who had
been considered least worthy of all
the Conservatives, had been deemed
worthy of being made the leader of
Quebec Liberals. It would provo a
lesson to the people for future
generations, even to the Liberals,
who in past days liad spoken of the
corruption of the present President
of the Council. The Conservatives
were now able more than ever to reply
that they had no right to preach
political morality and pretend to
uphold its standard. There was a
rumour in the wind that before long the
President of the Council would pass
away and become Governor of Mani-
toba, or occupy some other position.
But the deed was done for ever; what-
ever may be their future action, they
could not get rid of the awkward situa-
tion in which they had placed them-
selves, and why should they get rid of

Mr. MAssoN.

him. The Liberal party would never
forget that he was the most able man
among themselves; that ho has some-
times been useful to them ; that
they got out of a serape on the school
question two yenrs ago by his ability.
The Conservative party could only
congratulate themselves upon the
action of the Liberal party of the Pro-
vince of Quebec for having white-
washed them, as the latter had done.
There was no accusation which the
Liberals could now bring against
them, since the former has taken from
the Conservatives the one who, accord-
ing to themselves, was the blackest
among the Conservatives, but whom
they had nevertheless thought worthy
of being placed over then as their
leader.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had no
doubt the Liberals of Quebec could
manage their own affairs without the
interference of his hon. friend. That
hon. gentleman, however, had shown
his extreme interest in something in
the last words lie had uttered. 11e had
congratulated the Conservative party
on certain events which had taken
place, because lie said that would
whitewash his friends. They must be
very black and in need of paint or
whitewash when the hon. gentleman
attempted to put it on that ground.
H1e had no doubt that hon. gentlemen
opposite required to be cleansed as
much as possible, and if there were no
means of doing it except by the appli-
cation of the caustic lime, it must be
donc. If the hon. gentleman considered
that anything the Government had
donc had contributed towards that end,
ho (Mr. Mackenzie) would be glad to
accommodate him still further in
facilitating so laudable a purpose.
The hon. gentleman said le had been
offered a position in the Cabinet,
though. he admitted not by him (Mr».
Mackenzie). He was sure ho never
offored such a thing to the hon. gentle-
man, and never dreamed ho had a
desire for a position in a Liberal
Cabinet. There were certainly many
gentlemen in this House who would be
more entitled to be offered a position
by the leader of a Liberal Government
than his hon. friend-not, perhaps, on
the ground of ability, for he was a
very able man, though, even in that
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particular, they might be his equals.
The hon. gentleman must deal with
those who had been playing jokes
upon him. le (Mr. Mackenzie)
washed his hands of it.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said the hon.
member for Terrebonne seemed to
think that there was a better day
.coming for the Conservative party in
the Province of Quebec that circum-
stances had occurred which led him
and his friends to believe they would
recover from the disasters which befel
them three yoars ago. The hon. gen-
tleman rejoiced tiat there was a chance
that Reforners might be corrupt, and
seemed to think that by-and-bye they
would bc able to travel the road which
his party had trod ; and in that direc-
tion only he seemed to see the dawn of
light and hope. le hoped that by fol-
iowing the course of his party in cor-
ruption and inconsistency, the present
Government maight meet the fate
ileir predccessors met, and so well
deserved. le joined the hon. gentle-
man in the hope that when the
Reform party in the Province of
Quebec, or in the Dominion of
Canada, or any party, commenced to
follow the course which he had indi-
eated, they would meet the fate which
befell the hon. gentleman and his
friends. The hon. gentleman and bis
friends had in the past been fond of
laughing at the Liberal party of Que-
bec, which had been a small party at
one time, but lie could not now count
the members of that party on bis
fingers. The Liberal party, so long
unpopular and misunderstood in the
Province of Quebec, to-day reckoned

ramong its ranks able and liberal men.
The tide of publie opinion was nowhere
so strengthening in favour of the Lib-
eral party as in the Province of Quebec.
As far as he (Mr. Hluntington) was
,concerned, he represented at least an
individual who had never been so
fooled as to believe that his adver-
,saries desired him to enter a Cabinet
with them.

House adjourned ai
Ten minutes to

Six o'clock.

H OUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 13th Feb., 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'cloc k.

BOUNTY ON COAL.

PETITION.

Mir. MACKAY (Cape Breton) pre-
sented the petition of Henry Mitchell,
and others, coal owners, and others in-
terested in the coal trado and shipping
interests of the Dominion, praying
that the duties imposed by the United
States on Canadian coal, mnay be
neutralized by an equvl bounty on all
coal sent to the United States; or that
a duty of 50 cents per ton be imposed
on all coal imported into the Doninion,
-which was read.

REPORT.

Mr. HUNTINGTON laid before the,
House,-Report of the Postmaster
G-eneral, for the year endod 30th June,
1876.
OFFICIAL REPORTING OF THE

DEBATES.

MOTION AND REPORT OF COMMITTEE.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex), with leave
of the House, moved:

" That the Select Comnittee appointed to
consider what arrangements can be made for
securing an Official Report of the Debates of
this Huse during the present Session, have
power to Report from time to time."

Motion agreed to.
Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) presented

the first Report of the said Committee,
which was read.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE.

Mr. MACKENZIE presented the
Report of the Special Committee ap-
pointed to prepare and report lista of
members to compose the Select Stand-
ing Committees of this House,-which
was read.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved concur-
rence in the said Report so far as relates
to the Committee on Standing Orders.

Motion agreed to and Report concurred
in, so far as relates to the Committee
on Standing Orders.
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OFFICIAL REPORTING OF THE
DEBATES.

CONCURRENCE IN COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) moved con-
currence in the first Report of the
Select Committee appointed to consi-
der what arrangements can be made
for securing an Official Report of the
Debates of this House during the pre-
sent Session.

Mr. HOLTON said he did not pro-
pose to object to the adoption of this
Report on the point of form to-day, as
he had felt justified in doing on the
last day of last Session, because the
benches were now full, and the obvious
sense of the House was in favour of
continuing a sys tem of reports. Per-
sonally he was in favour of it also, and
he had no doubt the discussions that
had taken place would lead the Com-
mittee to remedy some of the more
practical defects which were com-
plained of last Session. Of course the
motion was open precisely to the same
objection which was taken last year if
any hon. member chose to insist on it,
and to the further objection that, as it
involved an expenditure of money, it
should originate in Committee of the
Whole. He was, however, willing that
the whole matter should be submitted
to the Committee ehosen yesterday by
the House, in order that the systom
might be resumed at the earliest pos-
sible moment.

Motion agreed to, and report con-
curred in.

MANAGEMENT OF THE LIBRARY.

COMMITTEE APPoiNTED.

K8olved, That a Select Committee be ap.
pointed, to assist Mr. Speaker in the direction
of the Library of Parliament so far as the
interésts of this House are conceined,
and to act as Members of a Joint Com-
nittee of both Houses on the Li-

brary; composed of Messrs. Baby, Blan-
chet, Brouse. Cartwright, Cauchon, Delorme,
Frechette, Higinbotham, Holton, Laurier,
Sir John A. Macdonald, Masson, Mille,
Tuipper, Wright (Ottawa), and Young.

ADJOURNMENT FOR ASH WEDNES.
DAY.

RESOLUTION.

Rest leed, That when this House ad.ourns
this day, it do stand adjourned until Thurs-
day next,

Mr. MACKENZIE.

MR. JUSTICE LORANG-ER.

PRINTING OF PETITIONS ORDERED.

Mr. BLAKE said the House would
have observed that his hon. friend from
Iberville had a motion on the paper
relating to a petition presented last
Session relating to the administration
of justice in the District of Richelieu.
The hon. member for that District had
also presented a petition from the
learned Judge whose conduct came in
question. He (Mr. Blake) thought it
would be proper that the House should
have the opportunity of reading the
allegations before the motion of his
hon. friend was disposed of. He there-
fore moved:--

"C That the Petition of F. X. A. Biron and
othcrs, concerning the administration of
justice in the District ot Richelieu, and the
Petition of Mr. Justice Loranger relating
thereto, be printed in the Votes and Proceed-
ings."

Motion agreed to.

REPEAL OR AMENDMENT OF
THE INSOLVENT ACT.

QUESTION.

Mr. ROSS (East Durham) asked if
it was the intention of the Govern-
nient to repeal the Insolvent Act or to
amend the same during the present
session, to make it more satisfactory
to the country.

Mr. BLAKE: It is not the intention
of the Government to propose any
measure for the repeal of the Insolvency
Act. The question whether any amend-
monts should be proposed to the pre-
sent measure is under consideration.

PIERS AT BAY ST. PAUL,
EBOULEMENTS AND

MALBAIE.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. LANGEVIN moved for a copy
of Mr. Kingsford's report on the Piers
at Bay St. Paul, Eboulements and Mal-
baie, in the summer of 1876.

Motion agreed to.

REDUCTION OF PETROLEUM
DUTIES.

RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Mr. COLBY moved:

Business.[COMMONS.]
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"' That in the opinion of this House, the
uterests of the country would be promoted

by a reduction of the duties on refined petro-
leumn."

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: The House
will recollect that, on the occasion of
the debate last Session, the Govern-
ment promised to take this measure
into consideration, and I therefore ask
my hon. friend to withdraw his motion
for the present, promising him, that, if,
after the Budget is delivered, he finds
reason to dissent from the views ex-
pressed by the Government, he shall
have every opportunity of bringing the
subject forward again.

Mir. COLBY: With the understand-
ing intended to be conveyed by the
hon. the Minister of Finance, more
forcibly, perhaps, by implication than
in words, I have no objection to allow
the matter to stand for the present.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

DAILY PRAYERS IN THE HOUSE.

COMMITTEE APPOINTED.

Order for resuming the adjourned
debate on the proposed motion of Mr.
Macdonald, (Toronto): " That it be an
Order of the fouse, that each day and
immediately after the Speaker shall
have taken the Chair at three o'clock
in the afternoon, the prayers now read
daily in the Sonate be read in this
Chamber, by such Chaplain as the
Speaker may appoint for that pur-
pose, and in his absence by the Clerk
of the louse," read.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) mov-
ed:-

" That Messrs. Macdonald (Toronto), Mc-
Craney, Gibbs (South Ontario), Wood,
Blackburn, Goudge, Casgrain, Desjardins,
McDonald (Cape Breton), Ryan, Carmichael,
Platt and Wright (Ottawa County), be a
Committee to bring before this House a forin
of prayer."

Mr. HOLTON said the hon. member
for Centre Toronto did not appear to
have the same idea as some other hon.
members with regard to the under-
standing come to by the louse yester-
day, which was that the whole ques-
tion of the expediency of introducing
the practice he suggested, and also to
submit to the House, if it were deemed
expedient, what that hon. member pro-
posed in his present motion. The real

point involved in yesterday's debate
was the practicability of introducing
the practice without doing violence to
the feelings of a considerable number
of hon. members. Ie therefore hoped
the hon. member for Centre Toronto
would so frame his motion as to meet
what was the general understanding of
the House, viz., to refer the subject-
matter itself to a Committee to be re-
ported upon.

IMr. DYMOND said there might be
devotional exercises without any form
of prayer being used. There was silent
and individual prayer, which was
the best of all prayer, and it was pos-
sible that the House might come to the
conclusion to adopt that very simple
form of devotional exorcise instead of
having a form of prayer read. As one
who respected the motives of the hon.
member for Centre Toronto, he hoped
anything like an instruction to the
Committee to recommend a form of
prayer would be omitted from the mo-
tion.

Motion, with leave of the Hlouse,
withdrawn, and Order discharged.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) mov-
ed:-

" That a Special Conunittee be appointed
to consider and report upon the desirability
of using a form of prayer in this Chamber ;
to be composed of Messrs. Macdonald, (To-
ronto), McCraney, Gibbs, (South Ontario),
Wood, Blackburn, Goudge, Casgrain, Des-
jardins, McDonald (Cape Breton), Ryan,
Carmichael, Plait and Wright (Ottawa
County)."

Mr. MITCHELL said ho understood
the adoption of that motion would not
bind the House to have a form of
prayer.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he was prepar-
ed to submit an amendment, that this
House is of opinion that it is not desi-
rable to have prayers. The Province
of British Columbia had one of the best
school systems on the continent, a non-
sectarian school system, under which
the Bible was not allowed to be read in
the public schools, lest it should inter-
fere with the prejudices of Catholics or
Jews. There was no more necessity
to have prayers in this flouse to do
the legislation of the country than to
have prayers in dry goods stores in
Toronto to sell goods. le regretted
to observe so much delicacy on the
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part of hon. members in dealing with
the question contained in the motion.
Hon. members really desired to push
the subject ont of the House, while the
hon. member for Contre Toronto
wished to press it on the House, con-
trary to the wishes of its menbers.

Motion agreed lo.
louse adjourned at

Five o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 15th Feb., 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
n'clock.
PETITIONS INVOLVING EXPEN-

DITURE.

SPEAKCER'S RUJLINGS.

Motion being made, " That the peti-
tion of IIenry Mitchell and others,
coal owners, and others interested in
the coal trade and shipping interests
of the Dominion, praying that the
duties inposed by the United States on
Canadian coal may be neutralized by
an equal bounty on all coal sent to the
United States; or that a duty of 50
-cents per ton be imposed on all coal
imported into the Dominion, bc now
received " ;

Mr. SPEAKER decided: That as
the prayer of this petition involves a
.public charge, it cannot be received.

Motion being made, " That the peti-
tion of R. M. Rolph, and others, ex-
Staff Sergeants of the Provisional
Battalion of Infantry, at Fort Osborne,
Manitoba, setting forth certain griev-
ances, and praying for six months' pay,
and other compensation, be now re-
ceived ";

Mr. SPEAKER decided: That as
the granting of the prayer of this peti-
tion would involve the expenditure of
public money, it cannot be received.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF TuHE
DEBATES.

SECOND REPORT OF COMMITTEE.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) presented the
second Report of the Select Committee
appointed to consider what arrange-
ments can be made for securing an

Mr. DECosMos.

Official Report of the Debates of the
bouse, which was read, together with
the report of the sub-committee, there-
to appended.

Mr. SPEAKER: Whei members
desire the report of a sub-committee to
be read, it should be incorporated in
the report of the Committee and made
a part of it. It is not desirable other-
wise that reports of sub-committees
sbould be read.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex), with leave
of the House, moved concurrence in the
Report.

Motion agreed to and Report con-
curred in.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The fbllowing Bills were severally
introduced and read the first time:--

Bill (No. 3) respecting Procedure
and Evidence in criminal cases. Mr.
Irving.

Bill (No. 4) to repeal the Act 37
Victoria, Chapter 49, intituled : " An
Act to authorize Corporations and
institutions i ncorporated, without the
limits of Canada, to lend and invest
moneys therein." Mr. Blain.

Bill (No. 5) to amend the Act relat-
ing to Criminal Procedure, by allow-
ing persons charged with crime, to
give evidence as witnesses for the
defence. 11r. Dynond.

SELECT STANDING COMXITTEES.

LISTS CONCURRED IN.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved concur-
rence in the Report of the Select
Committee to prepare and report lists
of members to compose the Select
Standing Committees of this House, in
so far as it relates to the following
Committees, viz. :-On Privileges and
Elections; on Expiring Laws; on
Railways, Canals, and Telegraph Lines ;
on Miscellaneous Private Bills; on
Printing ; on Public Accounts; on
Banking and Commerce; and on Im-
migration and Colonization.

Motion agreed to and Report con-
eurred in.

JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINT-
ING.

MESSAGE SENT TO SENATE.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) moved :

[COM1MONS.] Businese.
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" That a Message be sent to the Senate,
requesting that tttey will unite with this
House in the formation of a Joint Committee
of both Houses on the subject of the printing
of Parliament; and informint' their Honours
that the members of the beq1ect Standing
Committee on Printino, viz. :-Messrs.
Bourassa, Bowell, Charlton, Church,
Delorme, Desjardins, De Veber, Goudge,
Lanthier, Ross (Middlesex), Ross (Prince
Edward), Stephenson, Thompson, (Haldi-
mna.1d), Trow, and Wallace (Norfolk), will
act as members of the said Joint Committee
on Printing."

Motion agreed to.

PALMER'S POINT.

QUESTION.

Mr. DOMVILLE asked whether it
was the intention of the Government to
erect a lighthouse at Palmer's Point,
or the St. John River, in the vicinity
ýo the wharf.

Mr. SXITHI (Westmoreland) : I beg
to inform my hon. friend that the
(overnment have not decided to build
a iHghthouse at the place named.

PRlINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

QUESTION.

Mr. SINCLAIR asked whether the
Government had taken any stops for
tinding out and establishing the most
safe, speedy and practicable route for
keeping up regular communication be-
tween Prince Edward Island and the
mainland during winter, and if not,
was it their intention to do so before
the opening of navigation.

Mr. SMITII (Westmoreland): I beg
to assure my hon. friend that the Gov-
ernment are getting information on
this subject from day to day, having a
steamer there at the present time. As
to further stops the Government may
take, I am not just now prepared to
say, boyond. mentioning the fact that
we are endeavouring to ascertain the
best practicable route.

NATURALIZED ALIENS.

QUEsTION.

Mr. TROW, in the absence of Mr.
XOUNG, asked whether any further
'!espatches had been received from the
Imperial Government touching the re-
oagnition of naturalized aliens as Brit-

ish subjeets in foreign countries, and if
so, would they be laid before Parlia-
1ment.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I believe that no
further despatches on that subject are
in the possession of the Government.

GEORGIAN BAY BRANCH.

QUESTION.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) asked
whether the Government had, since
the sixth day of March last, entered
into any contract or contracts for the
construction of the Georgian Bay
Branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway,
and if so, whether such contract or
contracts would be laid before Parlia-
ment during the prosent session.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No such con-
tract has been entered into.

THE RIVER SYDENHAM.

Mr. STEPIIENSON asked whether
it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to place a sum in the Estimates
for the improvement of the navigation

I of the River Sydenham, in the Counties
of Kent and Lambton and the Electoral
Division of Bothwell, to be exponded
during the present year.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The practice
of asking what will be in the Estimates
is, I think, both inconvenient and
irregular. The Estimates, I hope, will
be on the table within two days at the
farthest, and then my hon. friend will
see what is to be done.

TELEGRAPH LINE ON VAN-
COUVER ISLAND.

QUESTION.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked whether the
Governmont proposed to grant a sub-
sidy to aid in the construction of a
telegraph line between Victoria and
Nanaimo, if so, what was the amonnt
of the proposed subsidy.

Mr. MACKENZIE : The Govern-
ment has not considered that question.

PACIFIC RAILWAY SURVEYS.

QUESTION.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked whether the
Government proposed to lay before
this louse, during this session, a
progress report of the surveys of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway up to
December. 1876: if so, when.
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Mr. MACKENZIE: That report hai
been before the Hfouse for five days.

BOUNDARY LINE OF ALASKA.

QUESTION.

Mr. DECOSMIOS asked whether any
arrangements had been made with the
Government of the United States for
defining the boundary lino between
Alaska and British Columbia; also
whether any corrospondenco had
passed, since last Session ofParliament,
between the Govern ment of the Dom-
inion and that of the United States,
respecting the said boundary.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes, a good
deal of correspondence has passed;
some of very recent date, but it is not
in the public interest that the corres-
pondence should be brought down at
the present time. I can assure the
hon. member that the subject has been
attended to as closely as possible by
the Government.

WELLAND CANAL WORKS.

QUESTION.

Mr. NORRIS asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
draw the water out of the Welland
Canal next winter for the purpose of
completing some work on said canal,
or if any method could be devised to
do this work without drawing off the
water.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is the inten-
tion of the Goverument to draw off the
water next winter, and we know of no
plan that would obviate the inconve-
nience which some parties must more
or less suffer.

TAMPERING WITII REG4ISTERED
LETTERS.

QUESTION.

Mr. LITTLE asked whether the
Postmaster-General intended making
such arrangements as would further
prevent registered letters being tam-
pered with; and, if loss were sustained
by the sonder of such a letter, whether
compensation would be allowed by the
Post Office Department.

Mr. HUNTINGTON: The Depart-
ment has no knowledge of more than

Mr. DECosMos.

one case which has occurred for which
the Department is responsible in the
manner indicated, and there is at pre-
sent no intention to change the exist-
ing arrangements. The Department
has no power in law to compensate
any such party.

SALT INTERESTS.

QUESTION.

Mr. FARROW asked whether it was
the intention of the Government, this
Session, to give any relief to the strug-
gling salt interests of this country by
putting on small duty on salt (as was
put on slate last year) coming from
the United States into Canada.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: The intention
of the Government on this subject will,
I hope, be annouueed in a few days in
connection with similar subjectw. The
hon. gentleman iN in error in supposing
a duty was imposed on slate last year.
It could not be done by the Govern-
ment, and no alteration was mado in
the tariff last yoar.

MAILS ON THE CANADA
SOUTHIERN RAILWAY.

QU7EsTION.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, in
the absence of Mr. ORTON, asked
whether it was the intention of the
Government to place a mail on the
Saint Clair Branch of the Canada
Southern Railway, the coming spring ;
and if not, why not.

Mr. HUNTINGTON: The subject,
which bas been pressed on the atten-
tion of the Government by the hon.
member for Elgin, is still under con
sideration.

SECRET SERVICE FUND.

EXPLANATIONS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: De-
fore the Orders of the Day are called, I
wish, Mr. Speaker, to make a few
remarks on a matter personal to my-
self. I suppose most of the members
in this House have read the Ottawa
correspondence of the Globe of Tuesday
last, referring to an entry in the Publlie
Accounts by which it appears that
$25,579.04 were paid by me-refunded
or repaid by me-into the Public Trea-
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sury from the Secret Service Fund. I
am not at all surprised that this entry
should cause enquiry, and the tone of
the enquiry I am sufficiently ac-
quainted with politics not to care
much for. The communication sa-
voured rather of an attack upon myself,
and made it appear rather as if I had
taken so much out of the Treasury,
instead of putting so much it i t. The
suggestion in the article apparently
is that this sum of money had been for
two years in my hands ; that I had
used it-God knows how !-none could
know; and that under gentle pressure
or the prick of my conscience, I had
restored it to the Treasury. I have
only to say, Mr. Speaker, in the first
place, that not one farthing of that
money was ever in my hands. A few
years ago, in consequence of the trou-
bles in the United States,which caused
corresponding troubles on our frontier,
the House placed at the disposal of the
Government of the day a sum of money
commonly called Secret Service money,
to be used in the exigency of that time,
and that grant was subsequently re-
peated. in the course to be adopted
Ly the Government in a matter of that
kind, requiring so much caution and
secresy in order to secure safety to the
person from whom the Government
wished to derive information, the deli-
cacy of the matter was such that the
practice of the Government, from the
beginning to the end, was to appoint a
committee of leading members of the
Government to attend to it. When-
ever this sub-committee asked for a
sum for their purposes under requisi-
tion, the sum was carried to their
credit, a special account was kept in
the Bank of Montreal for that purpose,
and the Council, as a whole, entrusted
to that sub-committee the management
of that fund. At the time the last vote
was granted, the sub-committee con-
sisted of Sir George Cartier, Mr. Alex-
ander Morris, Sir Francis Hincks, and
myself. By degrees, as the House is
aware, I was left the survivor. Sir
George Cartier died, Mr. Morris went
to the North-West, and Sir Francis
Hincks left the Government. At the
time the late Government resigned,
there was remaining of that fund the
sum of $32,179, lying at the credit of
the sub-committee. It may be asked

why such a large sum of money was in
charge of the sub-committee. The rea-
son was simply this. There were large
claims set up--some of them most
preposterous claims-by parties who
thought they had earned the money and
had done the State great service in time
of exigency, and it was not knowin
exactly what these claims would
amount to. The time was approaching
when the sum of money in the Treas-
ury would lapse; the Government did
not desire to come to the bouse and
ask for a new vote of Secret Service
money; the amount of claims was very
considerable but unascertained, and in
order to prevent it lapsing, the balance
was transferred to this committee
which I bave mentioned, and they
settled the claims from time to time,
as best they could. At last, at the
time the Government resigned, I was
the only remaining member of the
sub-committee, and there was left a
sum of $32,179. The matter stood over
for some time, as I expected to hear
a good deal about the claims. I
knew there was $6,600 of claims that,
beyond doubt, must be paid, because
in one case one of my colleagues
had paid the money out of his own
pocket ; and in another, my colleague
had pledged his personal honour
and his legal liability to pay
the amount. These claims had not
been adjusted, and were allowed to
stand over until, in November, 1875,
I was down here in Ottawa on
private business, settling my own
private affairs in this city, as I had
gone to live in Toronto, and I thought
I had better close tbis also. I was not
up exactly to the correct mode of doing
it, so I went to the Auditor-General,
and asked the best mode of doing it.
I said I should wish to retain $6,600
to meet the two claims I have men-
tioned, which would leave $25,579, the
sum mentioned in the Estimates,which
I wished to refund. I made up my
mind that all other claims, all just
claims, had been pretty well quit and
settled, and that I could pay it over ;
and I had no doubt that if any other
just claim came up. with the consent
of the party, I could confidentially go
to the present head of the Government
and state it. I therefore thought the
time had come when the money should
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be paid over. This moncy lay ii the
Bank of Montreai as a special fund to
be drawn upon by this sub-committee.
lt was never touched by me in any
way whatever from the time we re-
signed until I gave two cheques drawing
on the special account which stood there
in my name as the surviving member
of the Comnmittee-onc choque in
favour of the Receiver-General, and
another to myself for the purpose of
reimbursing my two colleagues. No
portion of this money was ever in my
hands, no portion was ever in my
pocket. I paid it over iii the manner
I have mentioned, and that is the whole
story. This communication in the Globe,
among other things, alludes to the fct
that 1 had, before the Public Accounts
Committee, refised positively to give
the names of the individuals roceiving
money from the fund. I did so before
the Committec and also before the
House. I stated that to give up the
names of parties who had received
money would destroy all the object for
which the money was granted by Par-
liament. It was only to be used in
cases of exigency. The parties who
received it did not even give a receipt.
It might be as much as their lives were
worth to g ive a receipt which might
be produced, and I hope my hon.
friends opposite may never have the
troubles we had, and that there
may be no more border troubles.
If there should, however, be border
troubles hereafter---and we saw the
other day the effect of the supposition
that there was to be a war in the East
-the hon. gentlemen may have to
apply to Parliament, and they will be
able to get no information unless the
parties are quite confident that their
names will not be give n up. There
was a resolution passed in the Com-
mittee on Publie Accounts, stating
that all future payments should be
submitted to some confidential com-
mittee. I stated at the time that I had
not the slightest objection for the
future, but for the past obligations I
could not, I would rather cut off my
right hand than, betray who it was
who had been employed at a time of
great publie exigency, and who might
be in danger by such disclosure. But,
in future, of course I had no objection.
No payments, however, have been

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

made of any kind by the Government.
or by myself, except for old obligations
which were incurred before that resolu-
tion was passed. In that same article,
there is an allusion made to the sum of
money which was claimed by the mem-
ber for Selkirk. The answer to that,t sec,
lias been given in the newspapers, that
I did not think for one it was a sum
which could properly be paid out of
that fund. It was a sui of nione-
wbich was advaneed by the hon. mcn-
ber 1',r Selkirk, at the suggestion ol
the L out.-Governor of Mainitoba, vith-
out coiniunication with the Govern-
ment, at a tirne of great exigency and
urgency, as they thought; and Mr.
Archibald, the then Lieut.-Governor,
stated that, if the Government repudi-
ated it, ho would pay one half, and the
member for Selkirk would pay the
other half out of their own pockets. I
said, on behalf of the Government, I
thought we ought not to repudiate an
arrangement made in the public inter-
est by a high officer like the Lieut.-
Governor of Manitoba. The difficultv
I had, was-out of what sum it should
be paid. I did not think it should be
paid out of this fund, and I was greatly
embarrassed, as the House can under-
stand, when they look back on the dis-
cussion which took place on all mat-
ters connected with the North-West.
The embarrassment ceased by our going
out. Then the hon. gentleman struck
a special committee and I gave my
testimony, giving ny judgment that,
in fairness and hQnesty, the engage-
ments made by Mr. Archibald should
be relieved and the sum paid, and I
believe it was. That is all I have to
state in reference to matters personal
to myself. Other onquiries can bc
made in the regular way, but I wished
to disabuse the minds of the House of
any idea that any part of this sum was
ever in my possession. It lay in the
Bank of Montreal as a special deposit.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The House may,
perhaps, reasonably expect a few words
from me in reference to this matter, as
the vote in the Public Accounts will
show this money was deposited to the
credit of the Government before the
meeting of Parliament last Session:
The hon. gentleman opposite will re-
member that I called his attention to
it early in the Session, and informed
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him of the view I took of the trans-
action; also, that J pointed out it
would be desirable, as 1 felt, that the
matt er should be brought at once before
the House. But varions circumstances,
including the hon. gentleman's illness
and other matters, prevented our
reaching it at a convenient period
be fore the end of the Session. I pointed
ont to the hon. gentleman, the
resolution adopted on the 29th May,
1872, which reads as follows:-

" That, inasnuch as sucli large suins of
mioney as $75,000 have been voted for Secret
Service Money, of which there is no audit,
as in the ca'e of other expenditure, this coin-
mittee is of opinion that an account of all
suins hereafter spent for Secret Service should
be kept, as in England, in a book specially
prepared for the purpose, and that this book
should annually be nspected by a confiden-
tial committee, of whom two shall be mem-

ors ofthe Opposition of the day."

I considered that this resolution de-
barred hiin, or any member of the late
Administration, from touching one
farthing of that money. I aiso said
that the rule in England was, as I
stated on a former occasion, that all
such sums should be at once deposited
at the end of the year in tLe same
manner as other sums which had not
been used for the purposes for which
they had been voted. Todd upon this
subject says:-

" There is yet another fund, that for 'Se-
cret Services,' the disposai of wbich is in the
hands of Government, although the greater
part of the amount is annually voted in
supply. The vote in supply for this service
usually anounts to between thirty and forty
thousand pounds. But this does not include
the -whole amount at the disposal of Govern-
ment for secret services, on the contrarv,
the distinction bas been uniformly main-
tained, that while it is proper to cone to
Parliainent to inake a general grant for such
purposes, it is right that Governmentshould
have at their disposal a fixed amount, which
is independent of an annual parliamentary
vote. Accordingly, the Civil List Act, which
is passed upon the accession of the sovereign
to the throne, sets apart the sum of ten
thousand pounds per annum, which is pay-
able out of the Consolidated Fund for ' Home
Secret Service.' The annual vote in supply
is iutended to supplement the deficiency of
this grant. The Secretaries of State, and
others who may draw upon this fund, are
bound by oath not to use any of it for pur-
poses which do not legitiniately appertan to
their several departmnents, and the naines of
all persons receiving Secret Service noney,
with the sune paid to them, must be entered

in a book, in order to be produced in either
House of Parliament if required. It is not
usual, however, to give information to Par-
liament in regard to the expenditure out of
this fund."

And hon. gentlemen who may refer
tothe volume will find the following
remarks, with references to various
pages of Hansard and other authori-
ties. The mode in which the Secret
Service Fund is audited, is described
in the Report of the Commissioners of
Public Accounts for 1865; and that
mode i embodied in the resolution)
which was passed in the Public
Accounts Committec.

" For the year ending March 31st, 1867,
the vote ivas £32,000. This amount bas not
varied for several years past, but the money
is only paid out as required by the Secretary
of State. Secret Service expenditure is
chiefly incurred by the Foreign office. The
balance not required remains in the Treas-
ury, and is surrendered to the Exchequer at
the end of the year. Considerable suns
have thus been surrendered fron time to
timie.",

Now, Sir, the ground I take, as head
of the Government, is the saine that I
took last year with regard to this mat-
ter, when it came before me, viz., that
this money should bave been paid back
to the Receiver-General and Govern-
ment as soon as the year had elapsed ;
and, further, that the moment the late
Administration went out of office, they
ceased to have any control over this or
any other vote which Parliament had
made; that disbursements of money
came necessarily, naturally and con-
stitutionally into the hands of those
who succeeded them. I am aware
that the hon. gentleman took a differ-
ont view of it, and the following
extract froin a well-known speech of
his, shows the way the hon. gentle-
man regarded the matter. lie said,
with reference to what I had stated
regarding the Secret Service Ftnd:

" This was not the case. Either Mr. Mac-
kcnzie had been altogether minsinformed, or
had said what he kuew to be untrue. There
were two funds in IEtngland-a Special Service
Fund and a Secret Service Fund. The ex-
penditure of the Special Service Fund was
disclosed to a Committee, but the Secret
Service Fund expenditure was never told ;
and so closely were all the secrets kept in
connection with that fund-so closely was it
kept under the control of the Ministers, that
if the Government were going out of office
with £100,000 at their credit in the fund,
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they would not leave it behind them, but
take it with them for their own party pur-
poses in opposition."

Now, Sir, I do not say that one
dollar of this money was either kept
or used improperly; but I do say
that the hon. gentleman had no right,
and that no member of his Administra-
tion had the right, to pay one dollar of
that money after they left office. In
,accordance with the resolution passed
on the 29th of May, 1872, the precise
practice which had been followed in
England should have been followed
bere. As the hon. gentleman declined
to give me either the names of the
persons wlio received, or inform me of
the destination of, this money, i think
that, at all events, these expenditures
should be entered in a book kept for
the purpose, and audited according to
the intentions of Parliament, when it
would appear in the report of the Pub-
lic Accounts Conmittee; this I con-
ceive to be the truc course that should
be taken. I make these explanations
because the Public Accounts will show
that the Government were cognizant
of the circumstances attending the re-
deposit of this money to the credit of
the Government; and, if I did not
mention the matter at all during last
Session, it was simply because I
desired to arrive at some understanding
with the hon. gentlemen who had been
members of the late Administration.
I have consequently-and until Parlia:
ment met-kept the matter entirely
in my own hands, as the hon. gentle-
man knows, and have not attempted
to make any use of it, or of any of the
documentary evidence, that bas been in
our hands with regard te it. It will be,
of course, for this House, or its Commit-
tees, to adopt any course that it, or
they, may see fit to take with relation
to the disposal of this $6,000 odd,
retained for payment to some person
or other, the destination of which, as I
have said, the hon. gentleman did not
sec proper to communicate to his
successors in the Government, the only
parties who were properly and consti-
tutionally entitled to have anything to
do with the spending of such money,
or of any portion of it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
don't think the hon. gentleman entered
into any long statement to myself.

Mi. MACKENZIE.

The chief conversation I had with my
hon. friend was when, after the Ses-
sion, I called upon him at his own office,
and told him, so far as I thought I
possibly could do so, what was donc
with this $6,600. I told him $600
had been actually paid by the bon.
member for Cumberland for detective
service. My hon. friend (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) asked to know the names of
the parties paid. As regards $6,000 I
told him Senator Campbell had made
himself personally responsible to that
extent, that he was liable for it, and
would have to pay it. I said: "I do
not want any after-elaps about it."
My hon. friend the leader of the Gov-
ernment will remember that.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes, quite well.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
said the amount was not yet paid, but
Senator Campbell had made himself
liable for it and would have to pay it
out of his own pocket if it were not
paid to him. I mentioned that to my
hon. friend and so we parted. I take
it that this matter will come before
the Public Accounts Committee, when
I shall have no objection to enter into
any further details as far as is possible,
without giving the names of indivi-
duals, which I am quite sure are not
asked for in England. With regard to
the speech which my hon. friend has
quoted I stated the practice at that
time as I understood it to be. The
practice bas varied considerably in Eng-
land since. In England,if an expenditure
of Seeret Service money is made, for
example, in the Home Office, a state-
ment is given of the nature of the
service to whieh it was devoted, but
the names of the parties te whom it
was paid are not stated. The same
practice prevails in the Foreign Office,
where expenditures are made for diplo-
matie purposes, in order to obtain
information, often of great importance,
and also in other departments. 3My
object in rising was simply to make a
distinct statement of the fact that no
portion of the money in question was
in my hands at all, that I never used it
for any purpose, that it was lying on
deposit in the Bank of Montreal on
special account, until a cheque was
given for is transfer to the Receiver-
General.
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Mir. MACKENZIE: Of course I quite
agree in the correctness of the state-
ment made by the hon. gentleman that
Senator Campbell was responsible for
the $6,00, or that ho had made engage-
ments which would hold him for that
amount. There is no dispute about
that, nor do I contravert the statement,
but I do deny that he can give any
authority for the practice which lie says
exists in England. I have given my
authority. We all recognize Mr. Todd
as a higli authority.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Yes.
Mr. MACKENZ[E: There is no

question about the facts. The only
point of difference bel ween us, at those
interviews, was that 1 did not recog-
nize the right of the hon. gentleman to
pay the money at all. I did want, and
I think I was entitled from my posi-
tion, to know the very parties to whom
the noney was to be paid and the
nature of the service for which it was
paid. The lion. gentleman chose,
thougli sitting on the Opposition side
of the Ilouse, to use this money-which
ought notto have been in his hands-
for purposes of which he constituted
himself the sole judge, instead of the
constituted authorities of the country
doing so.

REPRESENTATION IN PARLIA-
INENT.

MOTION DROPPED.

Notices of motion called.
Mr. IIOLTON: Mr. Devlin bas

requested me to say, on his behalf,
that owing to bis absence, ho would
not ask hon. gentlemen to proceed with
his motion for a Select Committee to
consider the expediency of providing
some system for securing a more equal
and just representation of all electors.
It must, of course, be dropped, under
the order of the House; probably,
however, to be renewed at a subse-
quent period of the Session.

WEIGIITS AND MEASURES ACT.
MOTION FOR INSPECTORS' INSTRUCTIONS.

Mr. FLYNN moved for instructions
from the Department of Inland Rev-
enue to Inspectors, in connection with
the Weights and Measures Act. H1e

1

said: My object in naking iis motion
is because I believe the instructions
issued to Inspectors are not in accor-
dance with the Act. Some time last
autumn, the Inspector for the consti-
tuency which I represent, came to
inspect the weights and measures.
Many parties thought tbey had a right,
under the statute, to use theWinebester
bushel, but ho refused to allow them
to do so, unless they could show that a
contract existed. I considered it then
to be my duty to telegraph to the
Department, asking if it were the
intention of the Department to enforce
the immediate use of the imperial
gallon. I received a reply froim Mr.
Brunel, that the Departnent had no
instructions to enforce the " imperial
gallon." He added " the Act points
out what is required, and circular 123
explains how that part of the law is
to be administere." On looking at
it I found that circular 123 said :

" Where you are satisfied thatsuch specific
contract is made, and that the parties thereto
are desirous to subnit the nieasure to be
used in determining quantities under such
agreement for verification."

In answer to my telegramu as to
whether the circular enforced the use
of the imperial gallon, except iii
regard to contracts now existing, and
stating that the Inspector refused to
verify the old Winchester bushel and
the wine gallon, it was stated that this
was to be the case unless there was a
special contract. Thereforc the Gov-
ernment enforces the imperial measure
immediately, which in my opinion is
contrary to the Act. The Act itself
does not interfere with the old Win-
chester bushel and the wine gallon
until 1880. My contention is that the
Department should not have issued
any circular under this Act. The
Inspector had a right, was bound in
fact, to verify the old Winchester
bushel and the wine gallon. I thought
it my duty to bring the matter before
the notice of the Department as the
circular was contrary to the Act.

Mr. BLANCHET: I am very glad
the matter has been brought up, as I
have a notice of motion in regard to it.
I want to have the names of the In-
spectors and of the Sub-Inspectors
given in the return. As the notices of
motions are very numerous, the mot'on

Routine Bu(sines,ý. 49



50 Weights and

of my bon. friend might be amended
in such a way as to ascertain the names
of the Inspectors and the Sub-
Inspectors. To save time, I might
say that the execution of that circular
has caused a great deal of dissatisfac-
tion in niy part of the country. I
cannot tell who issued the instructions,
but they are very unpopular. As the
Government announce that the measure
will be amended, I hope my hon.
friend the Minister of the Interior
will amend it in such a way as to give
satisfaction to the country.

Mr. POPE (Compton): I want to
(all the attention of my lion. friend
opposite to the great noise the question
has occasioned. The requirement is
one to which the people ought not to
be called upon to submit. It has
failed from one end of the country
to the other. It does seem to me that
much of the difficulty would have
been obviated had my hon. friend
issued instructions that the country
was to be divided into districts for the
purpose of verification. As it is now,
many parties in my county have to go
thirty or forty miles to have their
weights and measures verified.

Mr. LAFLAMME: There are dis-
tricts arranged so as to give a radius
of not more than five miles.

Mr. WORKMAN: I hope the Gov-
ernment will introduce an amendment
to the measure, because the greatest
difficulty has been experienced in
carrying out the instructions. It is
almost impossible to carry out the pro-
visions of the Act in its present terms.
I do not think there was evor any
more unpopular measure than that as
to the inspection of weights and
measures. There was one universal
howl against it through out the country.
I do hope that the amendments, as in-
dicated by the Speech from the Throne,
will obviato the existing difficulties.
During some weeks after it was en-
forced, I was in constant communi-
cation with the heads of the Govern-
ment and their officers, in reference to
the measure, and I must admit that
they met the just complaints of the
people with the greatest attention, and
showed every disposition to abrogate
the obnoxious provisions, and announe-
ed the intention of the Administration
to propose amendments to Parliament.

Mr. BLANCHET.

Mr. ROCHESTER: If the expenses
of going thirty or forty miles in the
country for verification are proportion-
ate to the expenses of going half a mile
in towns, they must be very heavy
indeed. Although scales might be as
correct as it was possible to make
them, they must nevertheless be in-
spected and branded. They were sent
to the Inspector, but all the good cf-
fected was the receiving of $6 or $8 by
the Inspector. The law as a whole is
not a bad law ; it is the abuse of the
law which is complained of. It is,
however, one of the most fertile ar-
rangements which bas been prepared
for many years, in the way of making
positions. I am not speaking in a
political sense. Parties in favour of
the Government and those opposed to
it are crying out against the abuses in
connection with the inspection ofscales.
I prophesied that as soon as the regu-
lations were placed in operation, a cry
would be raised against them from one
end of the country to the other, as is
now the case.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward): I
agree with the member for Montreal
West. It is a very unpopular measure
and should be cither amended or re-
pealed. The present Government is
not altogether to blame, for the measure
came originally from the other side of
the House.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario): I can
quite agree with those who say the
Weights and Measures Act is not a
popular measure, but I am not at all
propared to say that it is not required.
It requires some alteration, however.
The gentleman who acts as Inspector
in my constituency is efficient, and is
desirous to discharge his duty proper-
ly, but he feels that he is hampered
by the Act. The great difficulty in
my Riding is that the Inspector bas
not control of the officer who follows
him to make the alterations. There is
no scale of charges to guide the indi-
vidual who performs this work, and it
has been complained that the fees have
been exceedingly excessive and have
given a great deal of trouble. As I
understand the Speech from the Thron-,
this Act will be amended, and I will
take this opportunity of suggesting if
it would not be well that the expense
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f altering scales should be borne by
the country, and not by those who use
or own them. Those who use scales
are desirous, for the sake of their own
business, that they should be correct.
They are not the only persons interest-
ed, but the whole country at large is in-
terested. I think it is imposing a very
unnecessary expense upon gentlemen
in the trade, who are building and
using scales, that the whole expense
should fall upon them. It is rea-
sonable that the expense of verifying
scales should be borne wholly by the
country, especially where they are
found to be correct. When scales are
found to be incorrect, then there right
be some excuse for charging for rectify-
ing them; but where scales bave been
formerly inspected and found to be
correct, it seems to bc a hardship for
the user or owner to be obliged, from
tîime to time, to incur such a large ex-
pense. The Inspectors should, more-
over, have control of the men who alter
the scales. I am satisfied the country
demands some amendment in working
the Act.

Mr. DAVIES: As yet, this measure
is not applied to Prince Edward Island,
but I believe it will be applied next
year. I can only say it will be most
unpopular. The people have been in
the custom of using the wine measure,
and I don't sec any good reason why
we should be compelled to use the im-
peiial. We have a large trade with
the United States and the West Indies,
and there the wine measure is used.
The imperial measure, it seems to me,
is dying out, and why it should be in-
troduced into the Dominion of Canada,
I cannot sec. The measure will be
nost unpopular in the Island, and I

hope the Government will reconsider
the matter.

Mr. WOOD: The o5jection I enter-
tain to this Act is the want of unifor-
nity in the action of the Inspectors.

The largest scale manufacturers in the
Dominion are in Hamilton. That firm
bas been put to the expense of altering
aIl their patterns because the Inspector
will not certify platform scales, the
beams of which are marked into tenths
instead of sixteenths, the Inspector
stating that he has orders from the
'Commissioner not to certify them. In

Toronto, scales are passed which are
not subjected to the same condition as
those in Hamilton. I wish to convince
the hon. Minister of Inland Revenue
that the system is not carried out in
accordance with the Act. The opera-
tion of the Act tends to make the Gov-
ernment unpopular.

Mr. PLUMB: I do not object to
the law on the ground urged by the
hon. member for Hamilton-that of
making the Reform party unpopular.
I am glad, however, that this discus-
sion has taken place, as I have often
thought of ealling the attention of the
Government to the matter, and I have
often been requested to do so. As this
has been donc by other hon. gentle-
men it is not necessary for me to say
anything further, except that I have
very great complaints from my part of
the country as to the measure. I trust
the Government will either amend it
or give instructions whereby relief
will be given to those who have been
subjected to annoyance in connection
with its working.

Mr1. LAFLAMME: I am much ob-
liged for the observations of hon.
members on the law. I have received
a number of suggestions in a private
manner, and I should bc obliged to any
bon. member who would convey to me
anything which would tend to improve
the system.

Motion, as amended, agreed to, as
follows:-

Resolved, That an Order of the House do
issue to the proper officer, for copies of
instructions from the Department of Inland
Revenue to Inspectors, in connection with
the Weight and Mfeasures Act; together with
the names and salaries of each Inspector and
Sub-Inspector.

BOUNTY ON COAL.

MOTION TO RECEIVE PETITION.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) : I
wish, Mr. Speaker, to make a few
remarks on a question of privilege.
I consider every member of this Hiouse
has a right to present a petition, so
long as it is couched in proper and re-
spectful language, and so long as it does
not ask for any additional burdens on
the public. I presented a petition from
Henry Mitchell and others, asking that
the eoal trade of the Dominion ot
Canada should be taken into consider-
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ation by this Flouse, and I understand
you have decided that it is not admis-
sible, on the ground that it asks that
additional burdens should be imposed
on the people. On lookirg over the
petition, I cannot see that it asks for any
additional burden to be imposed. The
petition is rather in the nature of a
remonstrance of those who are interest-
ed in the coal trade, to the effect that
the policy pursued by the people of
the United States, in excluding our
coal from their market, while their
coal was admitted to our market, was
disastrous to the coal t&ade of the
Dominion, and it asked that this
Flouse should take the matter into
consideration. Yet it does say, cer-
tainly, that it would be desirable that
a bounty should be allowed on coals
shipped from the Dominion; but it
places the matter in the alternative, in
that a duty might be placed on coals
coming into the Dominion from the
United States. There is nothing in
the petition, in my opinion, which
contravenes the regulations of this
flouse. I perceive there are certain
instances in which a petition is not
received by the House of Commons.
It is laid down by May that a petition
to the Commons praying directly or
indirectly for an advance of the public
money, for compounding or relinquish-
ing dues, or the remission of taxes,
will only be received if recommended
by the Crown. But it does not in any
way state that a petition shall not be
received which refers to a matter of
trade, and which asks that a duty
shall be plaeed upon a foreign article.
At any rate, the petition is one which
should receive the consideration of this
Flouse. I therefore move:

" That the petition of Henrv Mitchell and
others be received."

Mr. SPEAKER: I judged of the
character of the petition from the
endorsation. The hon. gentleman says
the duty may be neutralised by an
equal bounty on all coal sent to the
United States. I don't care to go be-
yond the hon. gentleman's own state-
ment, and on that statement I rule that
the petition should not be received on
account of its asking that public moneys
should be paid to certain private parties,
whicb, as the hon. gentleman himself

Mr. MAcKAY.

admits, would be inadmissible. He sug-
gest that it is merely a remonstrance.
This Flouse does not receive remons-
trances, but only petitions. But I find it
does ask for something:

" We therefore ask, in the interest of free-
trade, not of protection, that your hon.
House will neutralize this hostile duty of
seventy-tive cents by giving an equal bounty
on all coals sent to the United States."

Under these circumstances, I cannot
change my views with regard to the
propriety of receiving this petition.
And I doubt the propriety of the mode
in which the hon. member seeks to set
my decision aside. I think also if he
is determined to take that course that it
would be better for him to postpone it
for a day, in order that I may consult
the authorities.

Mr. MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, I bow
to your decision. As regards the
endorsation, it was not by myself but
by officers of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The rules require
that a petition should be endorsed by
the hon. member himself.

Mr. MACKAY: It is endorsed, I
think, but only to a certain extent. I
will let the matter stand until to-
morrow, in accordance with your
desire.

RECOGNITION OF THE VOLUN-
TEERS OF 1837-38.

RESOLUTION.

Mr. BROUSE moved that the Ilouse
resolve itself into Committee of the
Whole to consider the following reso-
lution

" That sone substantial recognition
should be given to those loyal Volunteers
who defended the British flag duriug the
troubles of 1837 and 1838 in this country.
And therefore it is the opinion of this House
that an area of the wild lands of the Dominion
should be granted them, not less equal in
extent to that offered to the immigrant set-
tier."

le said: An eminent writer once
said a wise statesman will legislate for
the purpose of promoting loyalty
among the subjects. I know no way
in which this can be botter accom-
plished than by giving some consi-
deration to loyal acts in the past, in
order to encourage the performance of
others in the future. All nations are
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[e FEBRUr 15, 1877.] Volunteers of 1837-38. 53

fall of precedents of this character, our
.own among the number. We find in

1775, when the rebellion of the United

States was closed, and when the British
lag was dishonoured and that of the

United States was raised in its place,
that some ten thousand mon and

wonen, 'loyal . to the British

Crown, settled on the bank,; of the

St. Lawrence in oui- rnidst. It

wý f went that some recognition should
be given to those loyal people, and a
>ortion of the wild lands were given to
theni and to their descendants. When
>o1r country was invaded in 1812 by a
foreign army, to cach ofthe loyal volun-
teors who came forvard and nobly
eepulsed the euemy. driving then com-
pletely from our territory, Parliament
granted a portion of the wild landa.
That legislation has been suppleinent-
ed by the present Dominion Govern-
ment, and no act of the Administra-
tion bas given greater satisfaction to
the phople tian their application for
450,000 for grants to be given to the
veterans of 1812 who so nobly came

forward in the defence of their villages
and their institutions. About forty

years have clapsed since other demon-
strations of loyalty were made in this

-country. I will notrefor to the causes

-of the troubles of 1837-38; suffice it to

say, that time and a forgiving public
have effaced almost from history the
causes of the troubles ; but I cannot
forget what is due to those loyal men

who came forvard in defence of their
country and suppressed the rebellion.
I can, indeed, speak of the incidents as

an individual, for some of them oc-
curred in the county which I represent.
In the state of New York, not far from
the boundary line of the St. Lawrence,
a large body of troops were gathered
in 1838 for the purpose of invading
Canada. They wero under the com-
mand of a distinguished Arnerican
officer, and it was known thoy intended
to make their attack in the vicinity of
Brockville and Prescott. The vessels
of the invaders were driven from the
landing places and drifted down stream
to Windmill Point, which is well
known in connection with Canadian

-history. A landing was made thero by
the Arerican troops, who were well

;armed and disciplined, and.who visited
the country, -not for a temporary visit,

but as invaders; and it was only by
the determined loyalty of' the people
they were driven from the soil. Forty
years have passed away, and no sub-
stantial recognitioni has been given to
those men for their services. When a
foreign flag was placed on Windmill
Point, when the best of the dwellings
wero taken possession of by the in-
vaders, thon the loyalty of the people,
especially of those on the banks of the
St. Lawrence. was manifested. The
by-ways were crowded with men, sonie
with arms and soino with inferior wen-
pons, coming to repel the invaders.
Maüy of those who came forward at
that time to drive the invaders from
the soil, came not to roturn again.
Others returned maimed; and shah
there be nio recognition of their ser-
vices when the country follows the
precedent of having rewarded loyalty
in the past? I ask hon. membors if it
is not the duty of this or any
Government to follow the practice fol-
lowed in th.) past, and to logislate with
a view to promote the loyalty of the
people. I am happy to say that in
this countryit may not be necessary to
take such action, because- it is only a
few years sinco we had an illustration
of the loyalty of the Caadian people.
When the sentiment of the British
puþlic was declared to be that no
person should be taken from the dock
of a vessel carrying the British flag,
the Canadian people were loyal to the
old flag. This Goverrnment and
preceding Governments have been
exceedingly anxious to send emigrant
agents to the old European countries
to induce emigrants to come and
settle in Canada. Those immigrants
had not only portions of their passage
money paid, but also their expenses,
and whon they arrived we were
anxious to give them a portion, of our
wild lands for sottlement. The
object was to preserve the British flag
in this country-half of a continent.
Shall we be more anxious to reward
strangers, to whom we allot a portion
of our wild lands, than those who
protected the British flag in this
country in time of danger? We have
in the North-west a vast area of wild
lands, and I submit ,that a portion
should be given to each of those loyal
men, equal in extent to that offered to an
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immigrant settler. I believe the grant
of a portion of those lands would not
impoverish the country, and it would
reward the loyalty of those vho, forty
years ago, repelled an invasion of the
country. Therefore, I ask the House
to take the action contemplated in my
motion, which I submit with a full
belief that, if its provisions were car-
ried out, it would be more effective
than any other measure in settling
the North-west.

Mr. SPEAKER : There is some
doubt as to whether a resolution of this
kind is strictly in order. True, its
adoption would be a mere declaration
of opinion on the part of the House,
and my recollection of the authorities
is that, in such cases, a great degree of
latitude is allowed. Itcertainly would
be out of the question that any Bill to
give effect to this resolution could be
introduced into the Ilouse without the
assent of the Crown. I am not pre-
pared to rule the motion out of order,
but it is for the mover to consider
whether le will press the matter
further under the circumstances.

Mr. MACKENZIE : I will eall the
attention of my hon. friend to some
facts in connection with the class he
alludes to, to which h has not referred.
In the first place, it was provided by
the Legislature of the old Province of
Canada that a pension, not exceeding
$80, should be paid to all those who
were disabled in consequence of wounds
or hardships encountered in the short
but somewhat vigourous campaign
upon our frontier at that time, and a
very large number of pensions are
granted under that authority. There
was a Board of Physicians appointed,
if I recollect aright, in each county,
and if they reported that any person
had served and was disabled
in the service, le became en-
titled to a pension not exceeding
$80. It may, therefore, fairly be
presumed that all those who have
been disabled have been pensioned in
this way. Another matter requires a
little attention. That Rebellion was
confined to the two Provinces of Upper
and Lower Canada, lately the Province
of Canada. The lands at the disposal
of the Dominion Government are the
property of the whole Dominion-the

Mr. BRousE.

new as well as the old Provinces-and
it may be doubtful, therefore, whether
we should be able to consider the reso-
lution as my lion. friend has proposed
it. But no one can doubt the expe-
diency of doing everything that is just
and fair and reasonable to encourage
the class to whom be alludes. He first
brought before the House the case of
the old soldiers who had served in the
war of 1812-14, and in consequence of
his bringing the matter before the
Hlouse, these old pensioners received a
recognition at the hands of Parliament.
Although the sum granted was small,
it gave a good deal of pleasure, and,
we hope, some profit to somo. This
matter has only been brought to the
attention of the Government, for the
first tinie, this morning, and we are not
prepared to say anything definite with
regard to it at present. I hope, there-
fore, my ion. friend will not ask for a
Committee of the Whole now, but will
(defer the matter, content with having
brought it under the notice of Parlia-
ment and the Government, and I pro-
mise him, on our part, that we shall
consider it at as carly a day as
possible.

lMr. ROBINSON: I hope the House
will not allow such an important
question as this to escape their attention
on a mere question of order. Repre-
senting a loyal population myself, I
give the mover of the resolution great
credit for introducing it. We are apt
to think more highly of motions per-
taining to one party or the other, than
of one such as the present. It was not
necessary to refer to the exertions
of the volunteers in the campaigns of
'76, 1812-14, and 1837-8, or in the
Fenian Raid, to make those exertions
palatable and agreeable to the House.
It is well known what results attended
upon the patriotism and the spirit of
the volunteers, in reference to whom
the Duke of Wellington, in his place
in Parliament, at the time of the dis-
cussion of the Union Bill, in 1840, stated
that the exertions of the militia of this
country in 1812, whcn England's hands
were tied behind ber back, had not
only saved this country to the Crown
and people of Great Britain, but had
raised a monument to their honour
equal to that any country in the civi-
lized world'could boast of. We all know

Volunteers of 1837-38.[COMMONS.]
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that in 1837-8 the Monroe doctrine was
in force on this continent, and the Am-
ericans declared that they alone had
the right to possess it, but, owing to the
gallant exertions of the volunteers, the
enemy's standard was kept out of
Canada. But for their gallantry and
devotion, we should not now be
sitting here. Perhaps by wise
legislation, we have sent our agents
abroad to tell strangers that this
country is well deserving of their
immigration and that they -would
prosper here. I believe 7,000 or 8,000
Mennonites, fromi Russia, are settled
where I hope they may prosper; but
those men, from their peculiar religious
belief, would not come forward to de-
fend our flag if it was being trod in
the dust. Probably the same applies
to the Laplandprs. Recollecting the
services of the people who served in
1837-8, we cannot refuse them the
same amount of land which we give to
Laplanders and Mennonites. In Ontario,
the Legislature frequently gives as
much as 10,000 acres of land per mile
to railways, but, though that is a good
object, how much better is it to recog-
nize the interests of these men by giv-
ing them an equal grant of land for
their services. I suppose it is not so
much for the sake of the value of the
100 acres of land that this is asked, as
for the recognition it conveys of the
patriotism of the men,-a sentiment
which it would tend to sustain though
it could not strengthen. It is often stated
as a matter of pride, that people are
descended from the United Empire
Loyalists, and I think the Legislature
would do an excellent thing if it would
agree to this motion.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) : I hope
the hon. mover of this resolution vill
be as successful as he was two years
ago, and that the veterans of 1837-38
will receive recognition as well as the
veterans of 1812. It is not for the
value of the grant, but as a gracious
act done by the Queen, through the
Government of this country, that this
is asked. I was present when the
paltry sum of $20 was handed to
those veterans 80 and 90 years old,
and I saw their cheeks wet with tears,
lot from the value of the gift, but from
the sense that their Queen and country
recognized their services. I am glad

to learn, from the expressions of the
Premier, that he will consider this
matter, and I have no doubt the hon.
member for Kingston wili acquiesce
in a grant being made, and that no
member on either side will oppose it.
It would be much better to encourage
our own people to settle the millions
of acres in the North-West, than to
import immigrants from the old
country, and I think the Government
might grant 200 acres instead of 100,
and permit the sons of these people to
take them if they do not go
themselves. I suppose half the
immigrants we get do not stay here,
but go to the other side.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALbD: I
can only say that, in this case, I cannot
even vote, for I am one of' the volun-
teers who served in 1837-8, and I hope
I shill get a substantial recognition.

Mr. BROUSE: I have been very
happy to hear the remarks of the
Premier on this question, and, in con-
sequence of the statement he made,
and believing as I do, that, as we well
know, the rebels of 18d7-8 have already
been paid-

Mr. DYMOND: No, nO.
Mr. BROUSE: The hon. gentleman

was not here at that time, but if he
had been and had had friends who
shed their blood in the struggleo, e
would not say, " No, no." I am glad
to accept the Premier's statement, and
I am prepared never to rest satisfied
until these loya 1 men have received
some recognition from their country.

Motion withdrawn.
MERCIIANT SIIIPPING.

MOTION FOR cORRESPONDENcE.

Mr. TUPPER, in the absence of Mr.
MITCHELL, moved for copies of all cor-
respondence between the Government
of Canada and Her Majesty's Govern-
ment in relation to legislation affecting
Merchant Shipping; also, copies of
instructions given to Mr. William
Smith, Deputy of the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, on his recent
mission to England in connection with
the above subject, together with all
correspondence relating thereto, had
between the said Deputy and Her
Majesty's Government, or any of the
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officials thereof; also, all correspond-
once had in relation to such mission
between the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries and the said Deputy, with the
report of the said Deputy in relation to
such mission.

Motion agreed to.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment shewing the following particulars
in regard to a main brick sewer con-
structed throughi the station yard of
the Intercolonial Railway at Moncton
during the past year:-

"1. The Parliamentary authori ty under
which the expenditure was made;

"2. Plan shewing the locality, size and
extent of the work, and the buildings served
thereby;

"3. The cubic yards each, of earth and
rock excavations ; the days' labor and
amount expended in making such excava-
tions; the quautity each of stone, bricks,
lime and cenent used and the amount paid
therefor at the place whence received ; the
amount paid or allowed and charged for
transportation; the number of days' labour
and amount expended »in laving the bricks
and stone work ; the quantity of material
used in covering, and the days' labour and
expense expended in covering the sewer;

" 4. The particulars of all other anounts
charged as for such main sewer;

" 5. The total cost of the %ewer;
7- 6. The names of the persons froni whom,

and the places whence each lot of
material was procured, and the amount paid
to each person therefor, with the date of pay-
ment;

"7. The statenent to show how the
charges in connection with the sewer have
been classified and entered in the Public
Accounts."

He said his object was to elicit in-
formation in regard to what must
have been a very large expendi-
ture in the vicinity of the public build-
ings at Moncton. They heard rumours
as to how work was being done, and
extravagance carried on, but they had
no data on which to form a judgment
until the papers were laid before the
House. He had not been able to find
the particulars ho required in the Re-
port of the Minister of Publie Works,
and hoped the necessity of finding the
athority for this expenditure would
be a justification for his asking for so
many papers.

Mr. TUPPER.

Mr. MACKENZEE said it would be
quite impossible to comply with the
hon. gentleman's requisition. He had
no means, nor could any possible means
be found to count the bricks in that
drain, or to obtain many other particu-
lars which the bon. gentleman asked
for. The motion might pass, and all
the details which the accounts per-
mitted would be furnished.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment showing:-
1. The original size and cost, exclusive of

heating apparatus, of the brick building at
Moncton known as the general offices of the
Intercolonial Railway;

2. The size and cost of the additions to
such building;

3. The original cost of the heating appara.
tus and of any additions made during the
yeàr 1876 ;

4. A plan of each of the four floors of said
building as at prtent arranged, showing the
purpose to wch each of the rooms is
appropriated;

5. The parliamentary authority for the
various expenditures;

6. The names. of all persons who may
have been employed as Inspectors, Firemen,
or Supervisors of such work, the time
allowed to each and the wages paid them.
In case an y part of the work was done under
contract, the statement to show the fact, the
date and amount of the contract and the
name of the contractor ;

The statement to shew the items or parti-
culars of cost, as well as the total amount
expended in each case, and the manner in
which the expenditures bave been classified.

He said he submitted the motion for
the purpose of eliciting information for
the benefit of the public. As to the par-
ticulars with reference to the sewer,
it would not be necessary, as the hon.
the Premier somed to intimate, to
count the brieks, for the contracts and
tenders still existing would certainly
give the quantity bought, delivered,
and paid for. It was openly stated,
that this work was crected partly by
contract, and partly by day's labour,
that the material was brought from
various places and creditod to all
branches of the railroad. Stories had
been scattered broadcast over the
country about the extravagance of the
Grovernment officiaLs and General
Superintendent; and it was in the
interest of the Government that the
public should have such information
as it was justly entitled to, with
regard to those expenditures.

Railcay.
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Mr. MACKENZIE, said the Govern-
ment would furnish the hon. gentleman
with as close a statement as could be
procured, but of course it will take
some time, involving an examination
of the books for many years back.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment from the proper Intercolonial
Railway official showing the quantities,
kinds and cost of rails, fish plates, bolts
and nuts, spikes and sleepers, as fol-
lows:-

" On hand but not in use on 30th June,
1875-received during the year ending 3Sth
Julie, 1876-used ane otherwise disposed of
during the same period-the balance on hand
but not in use at that date-received durng
the six months ending 31st December, 1876--
used and otherwise disposed of during the
sanperiod-and the balance on hand but
not in use on the 3lst December last.

"IlThe statement to show the date when
each lot was received, the quantity, the place
vhence received, parties froi whom pur-

chased, name of the vessel freighting rails,
filsh plates, &c., amount of freight paid, and
also the names of all persons to whom any
such material was sold, the quantities seo
disposed of and the prices receivnd therefor."

Mr. MACKENZIE said this state
ment must be necessarily confined to
the period in which the stock was
taken. This would take a much longer
time than any other motion on the
hon. gentleman's long list, and ho must
not be surprised if the information
required could not be given before the
House rose.

Mr. DOMVILLE said that would be
satisfactory, but, as it was said that
there was a peculiar style of book
keeping, which facilitated the harmo-
nizing of figures, it became necessary
that the statement should be brought
down as far as possible -in the way ho
had intinated, in order that they
migbt get anything like a correct idea
of the Public Accounts.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved foi' a state-

ment showing the authority under
which two dwelling-houses with stables
and outbuildings were erected during
the past summer at Moncton, for the
use of the resident Engineor and Traffic
Superintendent of the Intercoloniat
Railway; the amount authorized to be
expended and the amount actually
expended, the statement to be accom-

panied by statements showing, in detail,
all charges made for such works, and
the accuunts to which such charges
have been entered in the books of the
railway; such statement to be so made
up as to show the following particu-
lars:-

1. The quantity, kind and cost of stone
used in the cellars and foundations ;

2. Labour and cost of procuring the same;
3. Ceet of erecting foundations and celiars;
4. Ceet of foun ation ne t used and its

subsequent removal;
5. Cost of labour and inaterial used in

constructing drains and of connecting saine
with main sewer;

6. Amount paid for water pipes and for
laying the same, iving the size and len th
of suc i pipes, the ceet of tanks, bath ,
pumps, sinks, elosets and fixtures an con
nection therewith ;

7. Cost, each, of chimneys, grates, stoves,
woodwork, plastering, earth enbankment
and fencing;

8. Coet of Inspection.
The statement shall give the names of

places froi which the stones were procured,
the number of days the tracknen were
employed in procuring such stone and the
amount charged to the buildings therefor,
and the ainount allowed or charged for
freight on the same.

le 'aid he could not find any ap-
propriation for these buildings ; and
the public alleged that these rail-
ways had cost a very much larger
sum of money than had been officially
reported. If these buildiiigs had been
erected without proper authority, the
question arose : In how many other
instances this practice had been fol-
lowed. It was openly reported, and he
believed correctly, that the Superin-
tendent promised te provide flic men
with a museum, or a reading room,
and curiosity shop. He tiought such
buildings should not be put up without
the consent of the Government, and
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
should have something to say in the
matter ; for, although the hon. mem-
ber for Westmoreland, of whom New
Brunswick would always be proud,
had beei labouring in the interests of
the country, MIr. Brydges took to him-
self the credit of what vas donc in this
relation.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that, besides
these two buiidings, nineteen others,
built during the Administration of the
hon. gentlemen opposite, had been
erected in consequence of the absolute
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necessity for affording accommodation
for the people there employed. All
the occupants paid rent to the Gov-
erament, and for the two houses to
which the hon. gentleman had alluded
the rent was $500 per annum.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment showing the quantity of work
done in enlarging the railway w-ater-
works at Moncton during the year
1876, with the particulars of all expen-
ditures in connection therewith.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment giving full particulars of all
expenditure made in constructing res-
taurant, enlarging the store-house,
erecting freiglht-house, altering and
improving the station-house, construct-
ing sidings, erecting coal-sheds and
trestle works, constructing platforms,
ballasting tracks and grading the yard,
and other such work done in the rail-
way station-yard at iMoncton during
the year 1876.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment of copies of all correspondence
which has taken place between the
officer in charge of the Government
railways and his subordinate officers,
as well as with the Department of
Public Works and the Canada Guaran-
tee Company in reference to the defal-
cation of Alfred Brush, late cashier of
the Intercolonial Railway.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho must
request his bon. friend not to press
this motion, as steps were to be taken
to procure further information con-
cerning this person, and it was not
advisable, in the public interest, that the
particulars should ho disclosed.

Mr. DONIVILLE said ho would
withdraw it.

Motion withdrawn.
Mr. DOMVILLE ioved for a state-

Ment giving a full account of' ail acci-
dents which had occurred on the
Intercolonial Railway since lst July
last, giving the locality and cause of
each, the damage done, the cost of re-
pairs to stock, indemnification to per-
sons for goods damaged or injuries
sustained, and the action taken in
regard to any dereliction of duty which
may have caused such accident.

Mr. MACKENZIE.

Railway.

Mr. MACKENZIE said his lion.
friend would find the information re-
quired in the Public Works Report.
If, on examinationhe considered furth or
details necessary, the Government
would be prepared to furnish them.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he had looked
over the Report, and found that some
of the accidents to which he hereafter
proposed to refer were not mentioned,
though this might not be within the
knowledge of the Premier. One case
concerned an elderly feinale who was
run over and seriously injured. She
was supplied with medical treatment,
necessities and comforts under instruc-
tions from the Intercolonial Railway
authorities, but, when the bill was sent
in, payment was refused. He moved
for the papers in order that he might
hereafter bring up the matter in a
more prominent shape.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. DOMVILL E moved for copies

of any Orders in Council and of ail
correspondence whici has taken place
between the officer in charge of the
Government Railways, or his Traffie
Superintendent and the Minister of
Customs, the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, and the Minister of Publie
Works in regard to the appointment of
Mr. James McAlister to the position of
Cashier of the Intercolonial Railwa-,
the creation of the office of Dominion
Auditor at Moncton, the transfer of Mr.
McAlister thereto, the appointment of
Mi.Charles D. Thompson to the posi-
tion of Cashier, the subsequent removai
of Mr. Thompson, the abolition of the
office of Dominion Auditor and the
re-appointment of Mr. James MicAlister
to the oflice of Cashier; also in regard
to the subsequent provision made fur
for Mr. Thompson.

Mi. MACKENZIE said ho could not
give copies of correspondence which
had passed between Ministers, save of'
such as were strictly official, and con-
cerned business matters.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment made up so as to show for each
month of the two years ending 31st
December, 1876, the following parti-
culars in relation to the working and
management of the Intercolonial Rail-
way:--
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1. The number of miles run by the engines
in each service, as follows:-O~rdinary pas-
senger trains, special passenger trains,
freiglt trains, mixed trairs, construct1o
trains, with the mileage made by each des-
cription of cars used in each service.

2. The gross working expenses, wilout
deductions, made up in accordance w th the
general classification of the railway accounts.

3. The particulars of all charges made for
the use of engines and cars, as well as for
railway freight, debited to the various ser-
vices and deducted frorm the working ex-
penses ofthe railway. This statement 'o show
the deductions as made from each subdivision
of the expenses, and to what service such
deductions were charged.

4. The average,in detail, bef>re and after
such deductions have been made.

5. A statement giving full and detailed in-
formnaticn in relation to the special trains for
the conveyanc- of passengers or officers of
the railway, which were run from the 1st
July,1875, to the 31st December,1876. The
statement to show whence and where to each
such train was run, and the date; the dis-
tance; the names of the conductors and
engine-driver in charge, the reason for run-
ning it, the amount received for each eervice,
and the expenses incidental thereto.

He said the motion required a good
deal of information to be furnished ; but
it was necessary, in order to clear up
some alleged difficulties.

Mr. MACKENZIE said these details
could certainly be given, but to do so
would necessitate the employment of a
great many additional clerks for several
months. As it would require an exami-
nation of the books of each station on the
line, he submitted to the hon. gen-
tleman, as well as to the House,whether
such an expensive return should be
asked for. It would be much better if
the hon. gentleman would specify
exactly what Le wanted.

Mr. TUPPER said ho did not know
whether his hon. friend at the head of
Ibe Government had been advised ros-
pecting the answer ho had given, but ho
would assume that was not the case.
le did not helieve it necessary, from
Lis acquaintance with the mode in
which books were kept in cônnec-
tion with the Railway Department, to
visit a single station. The information
i question could be furnished in a very
short time by the head of the Depart-
ment, from the records in it. The
report of the Minister of Publie Works,
laid cn the table of the House during
the present Session, showed every mile
that any train had run. Of course, if

the adoption of the motion did
involve the appointment of a number
of additional clerks and a large amount
of extra labour, it would be a very
grave reason why some hesitation
should be shown by the Government
regarding that matter, but his hon.
friend, on referring to the books of bis
Department, would find that they would
furnish all the information required,
without involving much delay or ex-
pense.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he admitted
the information could be supplied, but
it would necessitate a good deal of ex-
pense and take up a good deal of time.
The motions the bon. gentleman was
submitting,ought not, strictly speaking,
go on the Journals of the House in
their present shape, as the Government
were compelled to qualify so many of
them. A portion could not possibly be
granted and passed as they stood, for
such a course might, in the future, cause
some misunderstanding. He had per-
mitted them to pass because he was
desirous of affording all possible
information.

Mr. HJOLTON said he regarded the
order of the House as a sacred thing,
which was not to be trifled with, and,
therefore, not with reference to this
particular motion, but with respect to
all such motions, le thought that the
Premier, who would pardon him for
saying so, ought either to accept them
in their fullness, in their obvious sense,
or amend or reject them.

Motion agreed to.
It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left

the chair.

After Recess.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment showing the expenditure in-
curred during the last two years ending
January 31st, 1877, for carpets, cur-
tains, dining and bedroom furniture,
fixings, fittings and utensils, linen,
crockery, china, cutlery, and silver
ware; also for desks, tables, chairs,
sofas, lounges, pictures and fittings for
the General Offices of the Inter'colonial
Railway at Moncton. The statement
to give the name and cost of each item
and to include all articles furnished by
any department or branch of the Rail-
way Service.

Motion agreed to.
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Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment giving copies of all correspon-
dence which has taken place between
the officer in charge of the Government
Railways or any official in charge of a
deartment of the Intercolonial Rail-
way and the Phoenixville Iron Com-
pany, or any other person, from a
company in the State of Pennsylvania,
in relation to any offers for bridge
superstructure, iron roofs, turn-tables,
engines, cars, work, supplies or other
matter or thing since 31st December,
1875, whether such correspondence lias
been in the form of tender or other-
wise, stating upon the face of any offer
if the same has been accepted.

Mr. MACKENZ[E said it would be
impossible to give all the items.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOM VILLE moved for a state-
ment giving a full account of all
charges made and expenses incurred
for ehang'ing' the guage of the Inter-
colonial Railway, and shewing how
the expenditare is classified in the
Riailway Accounts.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moiived for a state-
nient shewing the namies, ages, denomi-
nation, date of appointment, occupa-
tion and salary of all persons, except
ordinary meehanics and labourers, who
were in the service of the Intercolonial
Railway on the 3lst March, 1876; aiso
a separate statement giving similar
information in regard to persons who
were in the service of the Railway on
the 31st December last; such return
to include the naies of all employés
whether on the pay sheets or other-
wise.

Mr. MACKENZIE said all the
labourers were on the pay sheet as a
matter of course.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment giving a full epitome of all offers
or tenders made from the 30th June,
1875, to 31st December, 1876, to any
authorized officer of the Intercolonial
Railway, for each of the following:
wheels, axies, springs, tubes, tools,
stoves, iron, ironwork, iron roofs,
bridge superstructure, cars, ploughs,
oi, tallow, waste, fuel, 'ails, frogs,
spikes, and other principal supplies,

Mr. DoMVnI.LE.

and also for buildings, snow sheds, or
any description of work usually done
by cont ract; the statement to include
the names of the parties who made such
offers, and the names of those whose
offers were accepted, as well as the
names of those who in any case were
invited to submit offers, and the names
of those, if any, whose contracts were
cancelled, and giving the cause
theroof.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOUVILLE moved for a state-
nent showing the names and address
of all persons, firms or companies, who
supplied niaterials or stores of any
kind, during the two years ending
31st IDecember, 1876, for the use
of the Intercolonial Railway; such
statement to show, opposite each naine,
the date, general character of the
goods supplied, the amount of the pur-
chase and the reference number of the
receipt taken when the goods were
paid for.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved tor a state-
nent giving a general description and
cost of each of the works of the Inter-
colonial Railway, not chargeable to
ordinary maintenances, which have
been constructed during the two years
ending 31st I)ecmber, 1876; by day's
labour or private arrangement, giving
the name of the engineer and inspector
under whose immediate supervision
the work was donc.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he thought
all that was in the report. Nothing
could be given but what the engineers
had already disclosed.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he was in-
formed, but was not prepared .to say
that his information was correct until
the papers were brought down, that
works had been awarded amounting to
$10,000 which ought to have been ten-
dered for. He could not find anything
in the reports which would show how
these contracts were given.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILL E moved for a state-
ment giving copies of any agreement,
arrangement or correspondence in pur-
suance of which the officers of the
Intercolonial Railway or any other
Government officials, are insured with
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the Guarantee Company of Canada,
such statement to be accompanied by
statement showing who of the officers
of such railway have been so insured,
the amount of such insurance, the
premiums paid in each case, and
the amount of insurance paid by
the said Guarantee Company on any
policy. He said the officials felt it
was not right to have deductions made
on the pay sheet without their con-
sent ; and, further, they did not know
on what plan the insurance had been
effected.

Mr. MACKENZIE said every officer
in a responsible position was required
to give personal or other security.
The officer paid the security himself-
the Government did not pay it.

Mr. TUPPER said he believed there
was an insurance altogether different
from the insurance for good behaviour.
As lie understood it, these deductions
were made for the purpose of insuring
their lives from death or personal
accidents.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that w as a
different thing, covered by the next
motion. He suggested that the words
"or any other Government officials"
should be struck out.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment showing-1st, the arrangement
made for insuring the employés of the
Intercolonial Railway against acci-
dents; 2nd, the monthly deductions
made from the wages or salaries of
such employés, on account of said
insurance from the time the Govern-
ment undertook the risks up to 31st
December last; and 3rd, the particu-
lars of ail amounts paid out of the
Railway on account of such insurance.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment showing the following particulars
in regard to the traffic of the Inter-
colonial Railway for each of the six
months preceding the lst of January
last:--

1. The number of tons of through freight
forwarded to each Station of the Inter-
colonial froin any Station on the Grand
Trunk Railway; showing in each case the
total freight cliarges thereon, the amount of
such charges apportioned to each Railway,
the whole num ber of tons carried per mile on

cach line, the average receipts per ton per
mile by each line, and the amount paid to
the Grand Trunk Railway Company for the
mileage of their cars used on the Inter-
colonial.

2. The like particulars respecting through
freight forwarded to each Station on the
Grand Trunk Railwav from any Station on
the Intercolonial.

3. The number of tons of local freight
forwarded to each Station on the Inter-
colonial from each other Station, shewing
the freight charges thereon, the whole num-
ber of tons carried per mile and the average
receipts per ton per mile.

4. flie number of local and through
passengers carried, shewing the Intercol-
onial Railwav proportion Cof the sums
received therefor, the whole num ber carried
per mile, and the average receipts. per
pa"senger per mile.

5. The Revenue arising from each other
source.

6. The total Revenue.
7. The number of tons of freight received

at Halifax from any European steamer or
vessel and transported over the Intercolonial
on through Bills of Lading or otherwise, to
points beyond River du Loup, and shewing
the Intercolonial Railway's proportion of
the freight charges thereon, and t he average
receipts per ton per mile.

He said there was a great injustice
done to the residents of the Lower
Provinces, and lie believed he could
show, when the papers came down, that
the rates charged wore not in
accordance with justice. Flour was
carried on the Intercolonial Railway
to St. John or Sussex at $45 to $50
per car load, but return freights were
charged $65 to $70. Freiglit was
brought from Halifax at $22.50 per
car load, but from St. John to Halifax
it was $65 to $70-nearly three times
the rate. This system was injurious,
not only to local trade, but also to
steamers on the North Shore, such as
the Gulf steamers, which were almost
run off the line. He was informed
that there had been fifteen different
tariffs issued within the last twelve or
eighteen months, and that from St.
John to Shediac potatoes were carried
less per barrel than by the car load, in
proportion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the labour
of collecting the statement would take
several months, but he was quite wil-
ling to give all the information he
could.

Mr. MITCHELL said that the rates
on the Intercolonial had practically
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destroyed the capital invested in
the steamboats trading from Mont-
real to Quebec, yet he had no fault
to find with the management of the
railway except in one particular.
He had always advocated the con-
struction of the railway and its
location as it existed, and thought
this was justified by the result
which had sprung from it. The down
freights were so very low that they
had driven off private enterprise. He
believed it to be the true interest, as
well of the East as of the West, that
that road should be built, even if at a
large expense to the country, it being
ono of the great arteries which con-
nected the eastern with the western
portion of the country. It was in the
truc interest of Canada that the road
should get the traffie at any sacrifice.
He had suffered with others, but he did
not complain of that. He complained,
however, of a barrel of flour being car-
ried at 28 cents to Halifax, when the re-
turn freight was 50 to 55 cents. It was
unfair to discriminate to such an extent
against the private enterprise of the
steamship companies. He hoped the
Premier would look into it, and he was
satisfied he would apply a remedy.
While, five years ago, probably one-half
of the flour and cereals which were
used in the Maritime Provinces came
from the United States, now there were
hardly any. But restrictions were
placed upon the traffic from the east to
the west. In the county from which
he came, over 100 people were engaged
in the fishing interests-taking fresh
fish to the United States. If a proper
tariff were established, they could go to
New York by way of Montreal, and
thus thousands of dollars would accrue
to the Intercolonial. But, unless a
whole car load was got up, special rates
by that route could not be obtained,
and the traffic was thus lost. It was
true that the railway obtained a portion
of its traffic by St. John to Boston by
steamships, but if anything like the
rates established on the western were
placed on the eastern-going freights,
it would get the whole of that
traffic; and it would amount to a verv
considerable sum of money.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment was placed in the same position
as a counercial company, and was

Mr. MITCHELL.

bound to obtain the largest amount of
revenue for the outlay expended. The
milcage by the Grand Trunk to the
Lower Provinces was almost exactly
the same by Portland as by Rivière
du Loup, and if they did not carry
flour by the Intercolonial at as cheap
a rate to Halifax and St. John as it
eould be carried viá Portland, they
would not get the business. It was a
matter of indifference to the Grand
Trunk over which route the traffic
passed castward from Montreal, the
expense being the same by each. It
was matter for regret that the work-
ing of the Intercolonial -Railway had
greatly injured the steamship com-
panies trading between ports on the
St. Lawrence. It would be much more
gratifying to the Government if all
the steamship lines were prosperous
as -well as the railroads, but that
appeared to be impossible. The charge
of $28 a carload from Pictou to
Halifax, a distance of 113 miles, was not
excessive. When the question was
before the Railway Committee, atten-
tion was called to the fact that the
rate from Ottawa to Prescott, which
was only half the distance, was greater.

Mr. MITCHELL: It is a monopoly.
Mr. MACKENZIE: It is a monopoly

which does not pay any dividend.
Mr. MITCHELL : And never will

under its management.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment were exceedingly anxious to
arrange an equitable tariff. It was
impossible to establish apro rata tariff
over the Intercolonial without reference
to rates received by connecting com-
panies. As to the statement of the

on. member for Northumberland in
regard to fish traffic, a part of it was
new to him. He was not aware that
it was possible to send portions of car-
loads over the lino and connect with
New York; but thought it was neces-
sary in order to carry fish, especially
in the hot season, to provide refrigera-
tor cars.

Mr. MITCH ELL: I mean in winter.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment would give the matter attention,
and, if any desirable change could be
made, they would lose no time in having
it carried out. Hie was obliged to the
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bon. member fer Northumberland for
his suggestion.

Mr. TUPPER said lie was glad the
Government were growing wiser in
their generation ; there certainly was
nreat room for it. Those members who
had been for a number of years in the
House would remember that constant
attackswere made upon the late Gov-
ernment in regard to rates charged
over the Governinent raliways iln
Nova Sceotia and New Brunswick. It
was alleged that the Government were
working the roads at a great loss to the
country for the special convenicnce of
the people in that section. In time, a
change of régime was brought about,
and hon. gentlemen opposite were
charged with the duty of administering
the Government railways. Almost
immediately after their accession to
power, it was proclaimed throughout
the country that those railways were
to be placed on a commercial basis,
and that a tariff df rates was to be
applied to passengers and freight which,
would render them self-supporting.
H1e ventured to controvert the
policy of the Government when it was
announced to the flouse. He contend-
ed that if they could accomplish what
they proposed, under the circumstanco ,
it would be unjcist, and he went further,
and stated that, looking at the question
from a purely commercial stand-point,
the policy would result in the loss of a
large amount of publie revenue. The
question was deferred until the item in
the Estimates for the Intercolonial
Railway came up, and then he was
Obliged to be absent from the House.
H1e was prepared to show then, ai he
was prepared to show now, that the
change made by the Government in the
tariff on the Intercolonial Railway re-
sulted in a loss of at least $100,000 per
annum to the country; that the addi-
tion of 20 per cent. to the tariff greatly
injured the trade and business of the
country, while it acted most oppressive-
ly and injuriously on individuals who
had made contracts on the faith of the
taiff remaining unaltered ; it injïured
the traffic of the road to such an ex-
tent that it would take years to re-
cover, and caused a large outlay of
capital by farmers to obtai n means less
OpPressive to get their goods to market.
Ie was glad, however, to know that

the Governnent was not inca)able of
improvenent, and their late experience
had not been lost upon then. llav-
ing tried half a dozen tariffs, the
Government had returned to substan-
tially the tariff in force under the late
Government. He congratulated the
Government on having thus gained
wisdon by experience-oxperionce
bitter to those sections which suffered
fron the injudicious and injurious
changes-and on being able to report
that the present state of affairs was
more satisfactory.

Mr. IMACKENZIE: It takes time to
place in order what was left in such
disorder.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOUMVILLE moved for a state-
ment showinç,

1, The nanes, occupation and salary of
all persons appoimted to any office or place
except that of labourer in connection with
the construction and management of the
IntercolonialRailway during the year ending
31st Decemnber, 1876 ; 2, the amount of any
increase made in the salary of any general
officer, superintendent, engneer, clerk, in-
spector or other officer of the Intercolonial
Railvay during the same period; 3, the
nanes of all persous upon whose recom-
iendation, or at whose instance such

appointnents were inade or increased salary
was granted. The statement to show also
the naines, occupation and remuneration of
all persons who have served in the capacity
of clerk in any office during the year, but
who have not been regularly or permanently
appointed to positions in the railway service.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he must de-
cline to give the names of persons
through whose recommendation ap-
pointments were made.

Mr. TUPPER said there was good
reason why thoso names should be
given. It would be remembered that
the Report of the Superintendent of
Railways laid on the table announced
a new policy in regard thoreto. It
went into an elaborate statement to
show the injurious character of politi-
cal influences being brought to bear on
appointments in connection with rail-
ways, and the necessity of rolieving
railway appointments from all political
influences. It would be interesting to
know how far the Government had
been able to carry out the suggestion
made in the report. Thore would be
no difficulty in showing that the Gov-
ornment had been subject to the same
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kind of mundane influences and pres-
sure on the part of political friends as
were their predecessors.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member for Cumberland was mistaken.
The Government had not been sub-
jected to political pressure of that
character. Mr. Carvell had stated that
he was directly informed while the
late Government was in power that
members of a particular iociety, which
-was a political organization, were to
have a preference. The management of
railways, however, must be conducted
on the best mode to secure efficiency,
and the conductors, engineers and
employés, upon whom the regu-
larity and safety of trains depended,
should not be chosen because they hap-
pened to have a political friend. Such
were not chosen officials by the pre-
sent Government. It might occur that
political friends recommended parties
who were thoroughly capable, in
whieh case he would give them the pre-
ference. That any pressure had been
brought on the Government in regard
to such appointments, he utterly
denied. The hon. member for Cum-
berland had been sufficiently long in
public life to know that to include in
a return letters written in confidence
to a Minister, would be quite improper.
If a questionable appointment had
been made, and the lion. member
desired to take objection to it, the
Government were responsible for it,
and would have to bear the conse-
quences of the act; but other parties
could not be held responsible.

Mr. T UPPER said he would remind
the House that the gentleman who was
appointed by the present Government
to inspect the Intercolonial Railway
reported that everything was in ad-
mirable order, that the offices were
filled with men thoroughly qualified
to perform their duties, and that he
vas gratified in being able to state

that the appointments had been made
without going outside of the railway
department. Such afforded ample
proof that political influence had not
been abused by the late Government.
In reply to the assurance of the Premier
that no political influence or pressure
iad been brought to bear on the
Govern ment in regard to Intercol-

Mr. TUPPER.

Railway.

onial Railway appointments, he under-
took to say, that if the Government
submitted the correspondence relating
to the appointment of Mr. McAlister,
it would reveal the most scandalous
developments with regard to political
pressure ever known It would then
be found that, when an important
position became vacant to which an
officer, who had been for years in the
department, was fairly entitled, one of
the least creditable controversies
took place between a subordinato
offluer and the Government; that the
Government of the day, for the pur-
pose at the same time of maintaining
the appointment and recommendation
of the Superintendent of the railway
and o f meeting political pressure, to
which they were compelled to bow,
created an office and appointed a per-
son, pressed on them by political
influence, and, though he had no
experience, gave him a large salary.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he desired, as
head of the Public Works Department
under the late Administration, to dis-
tinctly state that he never gave any
such instructions to Mr. Carvell as had
been referred to, and did not cause any
such instructions to be given; nor
were any such given by the Govern-
ment so far as he was aware.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is so stated
in Mr. Carvell's report.

Mr. DOMVILLE said political con-
siderations had largely entered into the
appointment of certain officers of the
Railway. At an important station a
man was appointed station-master on
account of political considerations,
although ho was unacquainted with
the duties. One of the leading railway
officials was sent through the con-
stituency of Kings to work against him
during an election contest.

Motion amended by the omission
of the third clause, and agreed to.

Mi'. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment shewing the several amounts
paid to each of the newspaper proprie-
tors in Canada for advertising done
in connection with the Intercolonial
Railway during the year ending 31st
December, 1876; also, showing the par-
ticulars of the several amounts paid to
any person, firm or company for pla-
cards, posters, show-bills, illuminated
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bards, railroad maps, show-frames, time
tables or other means of advertising;
ýalso, the several amounts paid to
newspaper proprietors during each
month of the year, for printing of ail
kinds, and stating whether done under
contract or otherwise.

Motion amended so as to include
a statement of amount paid to each
newspaper during the year, and agreed
to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment shewing the monthly sales of
season, also of commutation tickets, at
each Station of the Intercolonial Rail-
way for a period of eighteen months
preceding the 31st December last.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment giving full information in relation
to the arrangement made between the
Government or their representative
and the Pullman Palace Car Company,
in pursuance of which their cars are
run on the Intercolonial Railway, such
statement to be accompanied by a copy
of the agreement and a statement
giving a detailed account of ail expenses
incurred by the Government for trans-
porting the cars, and for cleaning,
painting, repairing and lighting them
sincc they were put upon the line to
3 Ist December last.

Motion amended by adding the
words " as far as practicable," and
agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment giving copies of any arrange-
ment made between the Government
RLilways and the Grand Trunk iRail-

way Company, for the interchange of
e-ars and transportation of passengers
and freighit.

Motion ayreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment showing the various tariffs for
the carriage of freight on the Inter-
colonial Railway, which have been in
operation since 1st January, 1875, to-
gether with the changes made thercin,
the return to be accompanied by a
statement shewing ail special rates
granted from time to time since lst
January, 1876, to persons and com-
panies or particular stations, and also
showing the Parliamentary authority
under which these several tariffs have
been issued. le said he had been un-

der the impression that those tariffs
were never published, and he had ex-
perienced great difficulty in procuring
a copy of the tariff, though he had ap-
plied personally and by letter. There
had been a small movement in a cer-
tain class of goods the other day, and
Montreal people came down to buy.
On being informed as to the Grand
Trunk rate, the Government said they
would take the goods for less. The
Grand Trunk thon reduced their price
to the Government figure, and then
the Government employé stated, that
they would carry the freight for a still
less sum. If this could be done on
one occasion, why could it not be done
on another ? and he, as a merchant,
through not having driven as close
a bargain as a competitor in business,
might thereby be placed at a disad-
vantage. The Government should not
permit touters to go about and pick
up freight, offering very low rates as
an indncement. The tariff should be
publishel in the Canada Gazette, in
order to prevent the infliction of a
grave injustice. As to Protection and
Free Trade, how could a factory situ-
ated along the line flourish if it were
obliged to pay twice and three times
as much for the carriage of freight as
was paid for the moving of goods
brought from England. Thev should
have at least fair competition.

Sir JO HN A. MACDONALD:
What is the practice with respect to
tariffs? Are they not published in the
Canada Gazette ?

Mr. MACKENZIE : I think they
are. I am not sure that they have
been always published, but I believe
the present one was. It was adopted
by an Order in Couneil in the usual
way.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: With
respect to Canals, I think the tariffs
were published by Order in Council,
aud the same reason certainly applies
to railways. It was always done by
the late Government.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Not always.
Mr. LANGEVIN: When the rail-

ways were under our control I know
that the tariffs were published in the
officiai Gazette. I think that some of
theni have been published since, but
not all.

Motion agreed to.
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Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment- showing the particulars of all
amounts in addition to salary paid to
any gencral or departmental officer of
the Intercolonial Railway during the
year 1876.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he vas not
aware of any such additions ; but the
motion might pass.

Motion aqreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment showing which of the bridges
and culverts of the Intercolonial Rail-
way between Pictou and Halifax re-
ceived extensive repairs and alterations
or were renewed in part or in whole
during the seasons of 1875 and 1876 ;
also a statenent giving the quantity
and cost of each kind of material pro-
cured therefor, the persons from whom
and the place whence it was obtained,
the cost of transportation, tht, amount
and cost of labour expended, and gener-
ally full particulars in regard to the
work in each case.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-

ment shewing all claims made against
the Intercolonial Railway for damages
or loss of any kind sustained by private
individuals during the year 1876, also
showing what was paid thereon and
how disposed of.

Motion amended to read :--A state-
ment showing all claims made against
the Intercolonial Railway, for damages
or loss of any kind, sustained by private
individuals from the working of the
railway during 1876, and agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for all
papers, correspondence and telegrams
relating to property on the Marsh
Road in the County of St. John, New
Brunswick, damaged by fire from loco-
motives on the Intercolonial Railway.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The motion, if
adopted, will simply result in nothing,
for I do not admit that any 'property
was damaged by fire fron the locomo-
tives. It should be changed to read,--
"alleged to have been so danaged."

Mi. DOMVILLE: The word "alleged"
will throw a doubt on iL

Mr. MACKENZIE: I do not intend,
by a vote of Parliament, to declare
that fires were so caused.

Motion amended acecordingly and
agreed to.

Mr. LANGEVIN.

Mr. DOMVILLE, on the motion for
copies of all papers and correspond-
ence in connection with.the investiga-
tion and dismissal of one Davis, an
engine driver on the Intercolonial Rail-
way, said, that as he had learned
yesterday that Davis had been
re-instated, he was willing to withdraw
the motion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was very
glad this was the case, because it woulil
not be right to allow the publication of
correspondence regarding the dealings
of the Government with their cm-
ployés, who either had, or had been
alleged to have, misconducted them-
selves. This would be very inconve-
nient unless some charge was brought
against the Government.

Mr. DOMVILLE said his object was
not so much to get the papers as to
show the negligent way in which th
trains were run on certain occasions.
and the carcless manner in which
human 1ife was regarded, for wiîch
parties in authority were mucLWh to
blane.

Motion withdrawn.

SESSIONAL PAPER No. 9G.

MOTION TO PRINT.

Mr. LANGEVIN moved that Sesý-
sional Paper. No. 96, of last Session,
bc printed for the use of Members.

Mr. MACKENZIE said, if the hou.
gentleman would accept an invitation
to call upon him, ho (Mr. Mackenzie)
would willingly ascertain what he
desired in that relation. lIe could not
understand how the paper was wanted
for the use of members, and ho was
quite unwilling to consent to the
expense of printing it unless the rea-
sons were alleged.

Mr. LANGEVIN said ho would
communicate to the Chairman and
members of the Committee the por-
tions of the paper he thought might
meet the object ho had in view.

Motion withdrawn.

QUEBEC MARINE HIOSPITAL.

MOTION FOR REPORT.

Mr. LANGEVIN moved for a copy
of Mr. Langmuiir's report on the Marine
Hospital, Quebec.

Motion agreed to.

Business.(COMUMON'S.]
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MANITOBA RAILWAY IRESERVE.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. SCHULTZ moved for copies of
all correspondence between the Minis-
ter of the Interior or the Surveyor-
General and the Dominion Lands
Agent a.t Winnipeg, relative to the
railway reserves within the Province of
Manitoba. He said he had called the at-
tention of the Hiouse to this matter last
session, and had done so in consequence
of the large reservations which iad
been inade in various parts of. the Pro-
vince. The difficulty,which then existed
still existed,and the fact was to-day that
so much land had been taken up by re-
servations for Mennonites, Icelandeis,
FrenchCanadian s and the half-breed iai
railway reserves that there was seaicely
a desirable homestead left, and it w-as a
conimon occurrence last suimer for
emigrants from Ontario to land at
Winnipeg, and, in looking over the
Provincial map in the Land Office,
only to find that this quarter-section
was in a Mennonite reserve, that one
was either in the railway or soine other
reserxve, and to go back disgustcd fromu
that Province where, having been taxed
for the purchase of this prairie country,
he naturally felt that he was entitled
to a homestead, and at least should be
as well treat.ed as a Mennonite or an
Icelander. The attention of the Gov-
ernment vas drawn to this matter last
Session bv himself and others, and
doubtless information derived from this
and other sources determined the then
Minister of the Interior on bringing in
a Bill which would relieve the situation
in point. On page 1,001 of Ilansard
for 1876, it was stated that " Mr.
Leird introduced a Bill respecting
Dominion lands on the Canada Pa-
cific Railway," explaining that its
object was -to enable settlers to go
on the land reserved on each side of
the line, 80 acres to be given as a home-
stead, and 80 acres by purchase at a
rate to be afterwards based on the
arrangements made with the Railway
coitractor. This Bill certainly relieved
the situation in part, and, although he
and his friends urged a more liberal
one, yet, on the principle that half a
loaf i9 better than no bread, it was
accepted gratefully. This Bill passed
through its second and third readings,

and then, without aniy e-xplaniations, it
was withdrawn during the closing days
of the session. He believed that, by
this action, the Government was com-
mitted to the principle that Bill con-
tained. If there was a necessity then,
there was a grenter necessity now for
the opening up of these railway
reserves. Pushed away from the navi-
gable streanis and main highways of
their Province, Ontario immigrants
had still managed to commence the
thriving settlenents of Rockwood,
Greenwood, Victoria, Springfield and
others, but just as they were fairly
started om a long line of townships,
they werc shut in effectually by this
railway reserve, with no chance for
developient, no chance for combined
action iin the inatter of churches,
sclools, or roads, no chance to welcome
friends or relatives to adjacent lands.
It was a hardship to the Province as it
waîs an injustice to the immigration
interests generally, that land, unuised
for the purpose for which it wis
reserved, should be locked up from the
actual settler, and he trusted the pre-
sent Minister of the Interior woild
either re-introduce the Bill ot lasl ses-
sion, or one with more liberal clauses
still.

-Mr. MLJLS said the subeet w:iS
under ite consideration of the Govcrn-
nient.

Motion (igree(d to.

ACCIlDENTS ON THE INTE-
COLONIAL RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. MITCHELL moved for a state-
ment of accidents which have occucred
on the Intereolonial Railway in the
County of Northumberland ; the num-
ber of cattle which have been killed
by locomotives on said Railway; with
a statement of the causes of such acci-
dents,and whether the same have arisen
from want of fencing along the line of
said road or otherwise ; with a list of
claims made by proprietors of cattle
killed or injured; amounts paid on
such claims; with a statement of
claims rejected, and the reason of such
rejection ; also a statement as to
whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to erect a fence on the said
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line of Railway, where none now exists
in the vicinity of the town of New-
castle, the non-existence of which has
cau;cd several accidents. le said it
had been stated, and the statement had
been endorsed by a petition from re-
spectable people residing near the
town of Newcastle, that a portion of
the road was unfenced, and, as that
was near a snow-shed, from a sixteenth
to an eighth of a mile long, cattle
would in the summer get into the
snow-shed to protect themselves from
the flies, would sleep there, and so
cause several accidents to occur. Sev-
eral had, it was statedalready occurred
thiough the want of fencing, and, if
that were so, the state of things ought
to be remedied. He desired to know
who was to blame, the railway officials
or some one else.

Mr. MACKENZIE suggested that
the words "the non-existence of
which has caused several accidents"
should be expunged, as they asserted a
matter which, he thought, the House
should not take for granted.

Mr. MITCHELL consented to the
alteration.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

IRON RAILS LOANED TO RAIL-
WAYS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. BOWELL moved for a return
showing the quantity of iron rails
removed from the G-overnment rail-
ways; railway companies to which
they have been loaned; the date of
such loans ; the counties and districts
thiough which said railways run; the
quantity loaned to each railway com-
pany; the terms upon which such
loans have been made; the nature of
the security given by each railway
company to socure the return of said
iron rails; the names of the directors
of the companies respectively to which
iron rails have been loaned, together
with all correspondence between the
Government and any company or
individual making application for such
loans.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. MITCHELL.

DISALLOWANCE OF PROVIN-
CIAL ACTS.

MOTIONS FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. LAURIER moved for copies of
all correspondence between the Im-
perial and Canadian Governments not
already laid before the louse, concern-
ing the mode of exercising the power
of disallowance of Provincial Acts.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. LAURIER moved for copies of

all correspondence between the Foderal
and any of the Provincial Governments
since the establishment of Confeder-
ation, concerning the disallowance of
Provincial Acts or the action on Pro-
vincial Bills reserved.

Mr. BLAKE said that, although con-
siderable portions of the papers on this
subject had been already laid before
the flouse, he concurred in the view
that the series should be brought down
complete, and he ventured to hope
that, when they were brought down,
the Printing Committee would con-
sider favourably the view that they
should be printed, so that one volume
might contain the whole series. Those
who had to discharge the duties of
Minister of Justice would, ho was sure,
have their duties much lightened if
the Local Legislatures were aware of
the general current of correspondence,
and it would be brought more directly
to their attention if the series of
papers were printed in one volume.

Motion agreed to.

LIVE STOCK.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) in the
absence of Mr. CAsEY, moved for a
classified return of imports and exports
of live stock, showing origin and desti-
nation of stock for each quarter, from
March 1st, 1875, to January lst, 1877,
and further month of January, 1877.

Motion agreed to.

IMPORTATION OF SUG-AR.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr DESJARDINS moved for a re-
turn from the 1st January, 1875, to the
Tst January, 1877, shewing the quan-
tities of different grades of sugar im-

Business.(COMMONS.]
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ported from Europe, British and For- "Janniica.-Ilie principal exports aie
eign West Indies and the United sugar, molasses, &c. Imports of last vear

Sa ; the valite of each suc £1,331,185 sterling ; exports, £1,283,000.
States; alsoe Honduras.-Sugar is becoming onie of
importation and the duties paid there- the nost important articles of exportation.
on. He said that, last year, when ho «"Antigua.-Value of imports, £164,178
had occasion to move for a resolution sterling; of exporte, £234,011 sterling. The
relating to the interest of the sugar Island produces large quantities of sugar,
trade, ho had stated that the question m &c.
could not be regarded as a private one In fatct, it had been ad mitted by all,
affecting nerely the refiners. That that, if it was possible to create somo

question equally involved the interest relations with those countries, it was
of our international trade, the establish- only to be acconplished by ceating
ment of markets for our home produce here a market for their raw producers.
and the development of our navigation, This, however, was objected to by the
because the whole of the consumers, lion. the Chairnan of the Select Coi-
that was, the whole of the public, were mittee on Depression. Whilother
interested in it. In this view lie was members admitted that the principal
gratified to be sustained by influential cause of tho difficulties we had to en-
members on both sides of the House, but counter in the way of creating tihat
ho was opposed,he was sorry to say,spee- trade lay in the discriminating duties
ially by two members whose position between raw and refined sugar, and in

ho respected very much, but who were consequence of the creation of a draw-
not,h.econsidered,altogetherauthorised back by the Uinited States, so as to
to decide completely on that question. cover a bounty in favour of refiners,
le referred to the hon. member for the Chairman of the Committee, in his
South Waterloo, and the thon chairman speech on that question, boldly assert-
of the Committee, now the Minister of ed that no such bounty existed. lie
the Interior. The hon. member for Wa- went further and committed the whole
terloo had assumed a position some Committee to his view. le said:
weeks previous in reference to this mat- "As to the other staternent cf Mr. Drun-
ter which ought to have made him an ncnl that the United States retiner receives
apostle of the view ho (Mr. Desjardins) by fle drawback allowed upon sugar ex-
entertained. H1e had said, speaking cf ported a sutn sufficiently large to giofe hin a
the causes of the unsatisfactory bity f 55 cents per 100 pounds, the C -

f1eoyinittee thiink this greativ exngrgerated, if not
state of the trade with the British ,iolly unfeunded."
and the West Indies, that one He would net attempt te peve the
of them was to be found in the P P
fact that,-- en rb ese app c'efinabi

" The causes are not difficult to discover. who we dered as c rindials
One, possibly, is that we are not alive to
bringing cargoes in our vessels froni the justice at the hauds cf the Gevern-
West Indies. lI other words, they take ment, and wero examined by tho
mrane largely of our articles than we take of Chairman cf the Committeo as if they
theirs in return. It is possible that some had been guilty cf sere groat crime,
legislation might take place that would have but ho would apply to autiorities that
the effeci of increasing this valuable trade. ho expected would net be centradicted

If they looked at the correspondence bythe froe-traders and Liborals on the
on the subject of free trade with the other side cf the liuse. le weuld
West Indies that was published during quote frem the Sugar Cane of Man-
the Ilast month, they would see that cîtester,
the only produce which could be im- said
ported into this country with some "The proof that the drawback criard
advantage was sugar. This specially sîgar'givesa bountv cf 50 cents per 100 ls.,
appeared in a letter published by Mr. as stated very clearly by the New York
Mason, who had taken the initiative Commercial Chronicle, is based entirely on die
lu creating, if possible, some more figures given by the 'Americati experts,' as
extensive relations with the West the Canadian report styles them in other
Indies. In describing the imports and words, by the United States refiners thein-

0 selves; f'or it îi aCtiouo thet that, thje
exports of those countries he mentioned materiis for calculating the drawback were
the following- frrnished te the United States Treasury Cern
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imittee by those most interested iu the mnain-
tenance of a hountv, without any steps being
taken to verifv thei."

But we had more than that, we had
the testiniony of the American refiners
themselves, and he would read the fol-
lowing from the New York Bulletin:-

" Tie table bere presented is a striking ex-
libit of the enormnous iiierease in our export
of refined sugar vhich lias resulted fron the
augmented rates of drawback estab llihed
about two years ago. Tie increase in the
trade wii Canada lias been especially re-
markable. The exports in that direction ofa
few years ago,wlenî the Dominion lad its own
refin eries, were com paratively trifling, but,
when our Governmenit granted the present
liberal drawback to our refiners, the Canadian
refiners succunmbed, and there are no sugar
refineries in the Dominion now in operation.
It will be observed by the statistics, that the
exports to Canada in 1876 were over 100 per
cent. larger than in 1875, though there was
a marked falling off in the sliipnents to other
countries ; still as compared with 1873 and
1874, as will be seen, there was a very decided
increase,and it is by no means improbable that
that there will be an improvenment this year.
There can be no doubt but that the decrease
in the exports to Europe in 1876 vas entirely
due to the high price that ruled dering the
last halfof the year, when there was a sudden
and very marked falling off in the slipments.
This large increase in the t-ade with Canada
alone prevented a verv decidel decrease iii
the aggregate exporis as compared with
1875."

Mr. ilOLTON : Will my hon. friend
allow me to ask if he has anv idea who
wrote the article in that Manchester
1 aper which he quotes?

1r. DESJARDINS: I have no idea
of the writer, but I suppose the paper
isrsponsible.

Mr. HIOLTON: I think I ceould in-
forim. my hon. friend who wrote the
article, and I iliought perhaps le
would infern the IIousse if lie knew.

Mr. DESJARI)INS said he belioved
the bon. memiber for Chateauguay
was well enough acquainted with tie
laws of journalisn to know that no
paper of any value would commit itself
to any statement of facts or opinion
which would not be surveyed and on-
dorsed by the editor or staff of that
paper. There was another home
authority that lie expected the hon.
member for Chateauguay would not
contradiet, namely, Mr. Patterson, the
Secretary of the Board of Trade, and,
if he was well informed, a friend of the

Mr. DESJARDINS.

Administration. Before quotinîg Mr.
Patterson, however, he would give
somne figures taken from the Herald,
ofI Montreal. e did not know if the
hon. member for Chateanguay would
show him that sone indiscreet stranger
had put his band to the editorial pen
of the Herald. Fron a table showing
the exports of suîgar fron the United
States in 1875 and 1876, published in
that paper, it appeared that in 1875
the United States exported to other
countries 41,305,166 lb. against 7,208,-
894 lb. exported to Canada; and that,
while in 1876 the quantity exported
to other countries was depressed to
29,587,926 lb., Canada compensated
for the loss, as the quantity ot' refined
sugar she imported from the United
States rose to 15,757,525 lb. le pre-
suned these figures spoke eloquently
by themselves. Mr. Patterson, in
reference to the bounty, the existence
of which was denied by the hon. the
Chairmian of the Committee, said:

" The bounty system enjoyed by the
United States refiners is the cause of inuch
of the difficulty before which Canadian
refiniers have, one aflter another, succumbed;
with these additional obstacles, that the
Dominion Parliament have not only not
attemnpted te save then by countervailing
legislation, but that the tariff is alleged to
discriminate to sone extent against the im-
>ortation of certain kinds of raw sugar.
'Ihere can be no doubt but that the United

States Government believe their refineries to
be, as they undoubtediy are, tie key to an
innense and varied toreign trade, and hence
every facility and advantage are afforded
thein in the shape of what are denominated
' drawbacks.' "

As to the diseriminating duties, lie
valued them at from 8 to 10 per cent.
in favour of refined sugars against raw
material. The great objection of the
hon. members had regard to the in-
terest of the country. They said, if
the refineries were allowed to exist, we
were threatened with having to pay a
higber price for our sugar than if we
were left altogether to the good-will of
our American neighbours. lHe had
received a letter from a man who, ho
thought, would not be suspected of'
having any share or interest whatever
in the refineries of the Dominion, Mr.
McGibbon, who wrote as follows:-

"During 1875, yellow sugars were' sup-
plied by Redpath froma 7c to 8c a pound, and
white sugars from 8e to 8½c a pound. These
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prices ruled pretty evenly up until the
reßnery closed in April, 1876. Prices for
yellow and white sugar commenced then
«radually to go up, until, in July, whites
Aad get upte 10c (lic advance from April).
iRaw sugars, in the meantime, had not
.advanced, so it was clear that the closing of
the refinery had put competition out of the
way, and the public made to pay lie to 2c
<learer for their sugar, by not having the
refinery going on as forinerly. Towards
iautumn, prices still advanced, especially for
Scotch yellows and American whites, until
they reached as high as 10c to lle for
yellow, and lIle to 12e for white. Raw
sugar, in the ineantime, had advanced also,
but nothing like the yellows and whites,
showing still stronger the importance of our
refinery, and the great loss to the consumer,
.by having to depend on the Ainerican and
Secrtch refiners, the difference being fully
3C more in 187M, without a refinery, than
prices were in 1875, with a refinery. Raw
sugar never advanced more than lc or 1c
during this time, so that the public of Can-
ada have had to pay, and are now paying,
fully 2c te 21c a pound more for their
reflned sugar than tlhey would do if Redpath
was still in operation. All this extra price
goes into the pockets of the Ainerican and
Scotch refiners."

Even the quality of the sugars had
produced great complaints. He again
quoted the letter of Mr. McGibbon:

"Scotch and English yellow sugars I
maintain are not equal to that produced by
Redpath, because in Great Britain great
quantities of beet root sugar are used, and to
g et a brightness of colour, chemicals are
brought into requisition, which causes some
of the sugar to give a bad colour and taste to
whatever is doue with it; and some of the
white sugar when boiled will turn as black
as coal, and if melted in water will turn
pink or the colour of ink. The Aimerican
yellows are also aduiterated, and in soine
cases so full of gum as to require a pick-axe
to remove it from the barrels. Their white
sugar is more or less adulterated, and the
quality is becoming worse every day, so
much so that very little sweetening is to be
got.out of it, anti consequently the coin-
plaints of had sugar are now very frequent."

Taking the propositions as laid down
by a paper which was considered as the
principal organ of the Ministry in On-
tario, the Globe, he thought they could
arrive at some favourable conclusion.
The Globe, in an editorial on that ques-
said : " It was desirable by all proper
means. to encourage every class of
manufactures, and a direct trade
with the West Indies would provo a
great benefit to the country." He
contended that it was not by closing
one's arms and leaving the fate of our

industries in the bands of ambitious
and unscrupulous toreign competitors,
that the first difficulty could be met, as
was attempted by the Government last
year, but by judicious and well-timied
measures of protection and encourage-
ment. As to the establishment of di-
rect trade witb the West Indies, he
asked if it couild be obtained bv the
monopoly of some subsidized line only.
Evidently niot; but, as he htad said
before, by the creation in Canada of a
market for the raw products, the prin-
cipal article of export ot those coun-
tries. As to the nature and value
of the products we could exchange in
return, he would mention the follo wing
now furnished to the trade of those
Islands by the United States ; boots
and shoes, brushes, brooms, paper, soap,
furniture, organs, vinegar, lumber,
sashes, doors, agriculturai implements,
leather belts, rubber goods, safes, nails,
scales, spirits, pianos, axes, wooden
ware, sewing machines, watches, coal
oil, butter, pork, hams, flour, peas,
cheese and other articles. Seeing the
experience they had had he did not
think they ought to allow these
industries to remain in operation on
the same basis as during the last twelve
months. They had lost already the
labour of many hundreds of working
mon who were obliged to go to another
country to find the employment they
could not obtain hore. He knew that
property had considerably lessened in
value around where the Montreal
refinery had formerly been in opera-
tion. Whilst we had.spent large sums
of money to aid in bringing out immi-
grants, we had been losing some most
valnable hands, because they coulid not
find here the labour which they had
a right to expect. The Globe further
said, in the editorial he had before
referred to:

" While it may not be a violation of politi-
cal econony for the Government of one
country to resist, by counteraction, the
granting of bonuses by a foreign Government,
such action, as well as any changes in the
fiscal policy relating to sugar, generally
should only be taken after the necessity has
been clearly and absolutely demonstrated."

The facts and figures he had quoted
could not, he thought, leave room for
a doubt as to the existence of such
bon uses as those awarded by the United
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States to their refiners. But the Sugar
Cane said :

"We look to Canada to take the lead in
stopping so flagrant a breach of free-trade
principles, and we see a Canadian connittee
appointed to examine the question, torturing
its witnesses with an unintelligible confusion
of figures, taking NQv York statements for
gospel, though they require only to be read
to be refuted, refusing to believe the state-
ments of men who have been actually driven
out of their business by the facts they state,
and then calmly reporting that they have
aiscertaned that it is impossible for Ameri-
can refiners to bave a bounty, and that there
is no way in which they can have any advan-
tage in the Canadian markets. These gentle-
m en may be able politicians, but they were
evident]v unfitted for the very simple arithme-
tical task undertaken by the Comnmittee."

He was satisfied to leave it to the
Minister of Finance and to the majo-
rity of the House to reduce into practice
the propositions laid down by the
Ministerial organ, and to say in what
way the disasters of last year could be
repaired and these great industries
could recover and resume their opera-
tions.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: There ean be
no objection to giving my hon. friend
such information as the Customs re-
turns will permit us to furnish. I have
not his motion before me, but as far as
I have gathered his meaning, I think
we can supply all ho requires. The
discussion of the main question may
probably be more fitly rescrved until
these papers come down; then if my
hon. friend or any other bon. gentle-
man wishes to discuss the question in
extenso, we shall be happy to afford
him an opportunity of doing so. I
would call attention to the fact that
when any bon. gentleman talks of the
price of sugar being materially affected
by the closing of the refinery in Mon-
treal, he would do well to remember
that the total consumption of sugar in
Canada is only some 50,000 tons, or
something like one per cent. of the
total production of sugar throughout
the world; and, if there has been any
very material change, it is infinitely
more likely to be owing to the failure
of the beet crop in France and other
countries, which supplied hundreds of
thousands of tons, than to have resulted
from the closing of a refinery in Mont-
real or elsewhere. It is in our power
to lay down sugar in this country from

Mr. DEsJARDINS.

Great Britain at a cost of 1 cent per
pound at the outside, and, as Great
Britain is a country in which sugar is
produced under perfectly froc condi-
tions, I do not think there can be any
very material difference between the
price of sugar here and in Eng-
land, any more, at any rate, than
the difference between freight and
ordinary commission. The question
whether it is or is not for the benefit cf
the people of Canada to artificially
encourage the refining of sugar here
is open to argument, but, according t>
the best information I can obtain, I
am confident the people of CanadU
must make up their minds to lose
$600,000 or $800,000 of revenue, or to
pay that to the sugar refiners, without
putting one cent into the Treasury,
just for the purpose of establishing thi
refinery.

Motion agreed to.

SUPERANNUATED AND RE-

TIRED OFFICIALS.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Mr. CARON moved for a statement,
showing the names of all persons
superannuated or placed on the retired
list from lst January, 1876, to this
date.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the infor-
mation was contained in the return-
laid upon the table to-day.

Motion withdrawn.

MAIL SERVICE BETWEEN VIC-

TORIA AND SAN FRANCISCO.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. DECOSMOS moved for copies
of all correspondence that has passed
between the Postal Department at
Ottawa and Post Office Inspector of
British Columbia in 1876 and 1877,
respecting the Ocean Mail service be-
tween Victoria and San Francisco; also
a copy of all correspondence between
the contractors for such service and
the Postal Department within the said
period.

Motion agreed to.

Routine Business.
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ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE
IN THE DISTRICT OF RICHI-

ELIEU.

MOTION FOR A SPECIAL COMMITTEE.

M1r. BECH1ARD moved:

'' That the entry in the Journais of this
House of the 3rd Àpril, 1876, relating to the
petition ofF. X. A. Biron, Notarv, and others,
of the District of Richelieu, conplaining of
the conduct of Mr. Justice Loranger, be now
read."

Motion agrecd to.
Entry in the Journals read.
Mr. BECHARD moved:

"That a Special Comnittee, consisting of
Messrs. Bech ar(I,Holton, MacDonnell (Inver-
ness), A pplebv, Kirkpatrick, Irving, Masson,
Desjardins, Brooks, Baby, Jetté, Taschereau,
and Laurier, be appointed to inquire into the
administration of justice ii the District of
Richelieu, in the Province of Quebec ; and
that the petition of F. X. A. Biron, Notarv
and others, of the said District of Richelieu,
complaining of the conduct ofthe Honourable
Thomas Jean Jacques Loranger. Judge of
the Superior Court of the said Province of
Quebec, and petition of the Hon. Mr. Justice
Loranger be referred to the said Comniittee,
and that the said Cominittee have power to
send for persons, papers and records, and to
report fron tirne to tuîne."

Ile said he hoped the motion would be
allowed to pass. He had endeavoured
to prepare a Committee which would
be acceptable to both sides of the
House, and he had shown the names
to the right hon. member for Kingston
and the member for Terrebonne. In
submitting the motion he was actuated
by no personal feelings against the
learned Judge, with whom ho had had
no relations, and no acquaintance.
Charges having been made against the
learned Judge, it was the duty of the
liouse to inquire and ascertain whether
they were well-founded. If they were
proved to be without foundation, the
learned Judge would be vindicated,
but if the contrary were the case, thon
it would devolve upon the House to
apply what remedy it deemed proper.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
W1as true that the hon. member had
shown him the names of the proposed
committee ; but he expressed no opin-
ion beyond saying it was a fair Com-
mittee. ffe did not wish to appear as
desirous of determining the Committee
or as being a party te the arrangement.

Mr. MASSON said the only reiark
he made to the hon. member for Iber-
ville on the subject was a suggestion
that his (.Mr. Masson's) name should
be omitted froin the Committee.

Mr. BABY said a counter-petition
had been presented by the learned
Judge, which should be referred to the
Comnittee.

Mr. BARTHE : I understand there
are two other petitions relating to the
saine subject. I understand one of the
petitions is dated 5tli June, 1874, pre-
sented by a gentleman of the
name of Latour and others, and
another petition was presented in Feb-
ruary, 1876. I beg to submit, as one
of the representatives of the district in
which the hon. Judge administers, that
the two other petitions be referred to
the same Committee as that now pro-
posed to be appointed. This will be
in the interest of the Judge as well as in
the interest of the people of the dis-
trict. Though I have not given notice
of motion, I ask leave to propose that
these two petitions be referred to the
Committee proposed by the hon. mem-
ber for Iberville.

Mr. BLAKE: Perhaps I may be
permitted to say that, if I rightly ap-
prehend my hon. friend's motitn, it
refers to the petitions which have been
presented to His Excellency in connec-
tion with this matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: This, I think, mnst
be the case.

Mr. BLAKE: These petitions are not
yet before the House, and are not sus-
ceptible of reference. If, under the
circumstances, it would be proper to
put them before the Committee, I
think it right to say one or two words
to the House on the subject. Of course,
a motion of this character is one which
must be approached with gravity and
deliberation. The right hon. gentle-
man opposite, when acting as leader of
the Government and Minister of Jus-
tice, had occasion to consider a
similar motion, respecting which
a Committee was struck; and,
upon another occasion, when an-
other specific charge was made,
we had an expression from him,
stronger perhaps than I could echo.
But there can be no doubt whatever,
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both upon reason and upoin authority,
that we should not lightly proceed upon
an enquiry of this description; and
there ean also be no doubt, I think,
that before we enter into such an
enquiry, the charges should be of a
grave and serious character,--such as,
if established, ought to lead to an
address for the removal of the Judge.
Anything short of direct and specific
accusations is hardly fit for action in
Parliament, although it may be sub-
jeet of observation within these walls,
and such a discussion may operate upon
public opinion. The charges, although
in not very technical form, are laid in
such a way as to give the Judge an
opportunity of ansvering them. It
seems to me that they are of such a
nature that their contradiction may
be established by a statement made on
the part of the Judge, on hearing the
motion. That course ought to be open
to him; and there nay be cases-and
perhaps this is one-in which it would
b e muanifestly impossible for the Judgo
to enter satisfactorily into such a
refutation and explanation of the cir-
cumstances as would dispose of the
case. Therefore, if there is to be an
answer at ail, i believe it must be by
enquiry. I also agree with my hon.
friend who has moved this motion
that the mode inwhich he has selected
the Committee is convenient, and
these two courses have been proceeded
with before by other deliberative
bodies. With our short Sessions, the
large amount of business before us and
the little time we have at our disposal,
I think it is very obvious that the
onquiry should be made by Committee
as suggested. This was aiso the course
which was taken with reference to
Judge Lafontaine. I might also
suggest that this Committee ought
to proceed with all the solemnity pos-
sible under such circumstances; and,
although, as the House is aware, I an
not one of those who are disposed to
attacli very great importance to our
system of taking evidence under oath,
yet I think that, while that system pre-
vails in other judicial proceedings. a
case of this description is one regard-
ing which advantage should be taken
of the Act passed during last session,
and my hon. friend ought to follow up
this motion----if the House receive it

Mr. BLAKE.

favourably-by moving that the evi-
dence should be taken under oath.
The Committee appointed in the case
of Jidge Lafontaine, at an early meet-
ing, considered the procedire they
ought to adopt, and they thon deter-
mined that the Judge should receive
notification, and have opportunity of
either attending their sessions in per-
son, or of heing represented by coun-
sel. As some of the charges did not
appear to be sufficiently specifie, and
capable of a proper defence being
made, they further desired that more
specitie accusations should be laid
against the Judge. The application
of the general rie as to the char-
acter of the charges and the de-
grec and precision which bas attend-
ed the allegation might lead to some
embarrassment as to our action, were it
not for the fact that the learned Judge
presented a counter petition, in which
lie himself earnestly desires that the
House should dispose of the matter by
reference to a Committee. I am, there-
fore, sure that the House will see the
wisdom of the Committee taking the
counter petition into their consideration
when they sit. I venture to suggest
that it is expedient that the hon. gen-
tleman who made the motion should be
very careful in the selection of the
members of the Committee. I have
looked over the names whiQh he has
submitted to the House, and I trust
that they will be generally aceeptable
to the House, and the course which my
lion. friend lias taken in ascertaining
the opinion of some of the leading men
on the other side of the House was
judicious. A considerable time ago, a
petition was presented to the Executive,
and I an not sure but that a petition
ivas presented at a more recent time.
I apprehend that the petitions re-
ferred to are these. I am not quite
certain whether one is not a petition
presented to the House, but de-
termined not to be in order; of course,
that petition could not be referred.
Those petitions together with any pro-
ceedings which have been taken upon
them up to this time, I conceive, under
present circumstances, although tbe
proceedings are not complete, are in a
fit state to be brought before the House
if any member should move for them,
and, being so placed iii the possession
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of the House, the petitions and corres-
pondence under them might then be
referred to this Cominittee if the House
should think fit. It is proper I should
say in regard to these petitions
that while they contained certain
general charges against the learned
Judge-charges so general, that, even
if no difficulty intervened, it was
thought not fit that the Executive
should take any action whatever on
them--one of them contained a
charge with regard to the de.
mand and receipt of public money
for more days, as it was al-
leged, than the days on which he sat,
and for courts at which it was alleged
he did not at all sit. UJpon that par-
ticular branch of the petition addressed
to the Executive, inasmuch as there
was. although not full information, a
considerable degree of information,
and inasmuch as it concerned the
receipt of public money, which the
learned Judge was alleged improperly
te have obtained, and the fact that
Executive action had proceeded on a
somewiat similar case formerly, with
a view to the restoration of the money
which it was supposed ha. been ob-
tained through a misapprehension or
inpropriety, it was thought not im-
proper to tell the petitioners that, if
they formulated that particular charge
in a more precise shape, the Govern-
ment would consider whether they
would take cation on it. They did
floirmulate the charge with great
precision and detail. I considered that
the Public Accounts and other material
would enable me to determine whether
I would ask the learned Judge any-
thing whatever about the allegations,
anId the investigation was proceeding
,il nmy office when the steps were taken
mn the nolise last Session. Aimost con-
temporaneously with those steps a
notice was placed on the paper for the
p roduction before the House of the re-
cords of those proceedings vhich had
been going on under the petition to His
Excellency. A person approached me
on behalf of the learned Judge, and
represented that, as he had not had an
.portunity of answering those peti-

tions which, it was presumed,contained
charges against him, it would not be
proper to bring them down in the
manner proposed. I quite agreed in that

view. It was suibsequently thought
proper not furthcr to deliay the mat-
ter, and the complaint was transmitted
to the learned Judge. Fron ill-hcalthu
and other causes he delayed his
answer until very recently ; indeed,
until within a few days fron the open-
ing of the Session. The ans wer was in
very considerable detail, and the
petitioners had been allowed to make
observations upon it. I have not lad
time or opportunity to verify the alle-
gations of the answer, but I think it
due to the learned Judgo to say
that, assuming his statement to
be in the main correct, it dis-
sipates the allegations of that par-
ticular article of the charge. Tnder
these circumstances, it would be quite
proper for tle hon. member for Riche-
lieu to move, with the consent of the
House, or at an early day, for the pro-
duction of all those papers, with a view
to have them submitted tothe Commit-
tee, if it should be appointed, whose
labours would be facilitated by what
bas already been done in the direction
of charge and counter-charge. 1
have indicatec the reasons why I
think the louse should agrec to the
motion of the hon. member. I do not
think, however, the House is bound, in
agreeing to this motior, which the
House will observe is in the sane words
as the former reference in the case of
Judge Lafontaine, to consider itself
called upon to investigate into all the
matters of the charges. I conceive it
would be the duty of' the Committec,
with reference to the various matters
of charge contained in the petition to
consider which of them are of that de-
grec of gravity to be deserving of
enquiry, and that such as were thought
of a trivial character, the result of
which, if proved, would not amount to
a case for censure or the removal of the
Judge, should not be proceeded with.
That was the course pursued in the
case of Judge Lafontaine, who thought
himsclf entitled to demand further and
more precise allegations, and it was
considered whether upon those charges
the learned Judgo should be called
upon to answer. I agree that the
reference should be made, particularly
when it is desired by the Judge hinself,
and the fact of the reference in itself
does not east any reflection on the
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learned Judge. It is the hope and the
belief of every hon. member that the
enquiry into this matter vill result in
the retutation of every eharge which
may tend to affect the honour, the in-
tegrity, and the standing of the learned
Judge and the administration of justice
in the district. I trust the enquiry
will be conducted with all diligence con-
sistent with a proper opportunity being
afforded to both sides to marshal facts
and obtain witnessesso that this matter,
which lias been since 1874 more or less
before the public, may be thoroughly.
yet speedily, investigated and set at
rest for ever.

Mr. BARTHE : I do not refer to
the petition which was the objeet of
the last motion ; I refer to the petitions
presented before the petition now
before the louse. There are two such
petitions, and I observe, from the
petition of the Judge himself, that he
seeks an investigation not only on the
petition now before the Ilouse, but on
the petitions which have been lying
before the Minister of Justice for
several years. I beg to submit to the
House tiat it is in the interest of the
people of the district of Richelieu, as
well as the public generally, and the
Judge himself, that an enquiry should
proceed on every one of these peti-
tions. My only object in submitting,
the motion was to seise the House of
all the matters relative to the Judge.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
for Richelieu does not understand the
point raised by the Minister of Justice.
It is the opinion of the Minister that
the petitions named in the hon.
member's motion are not petitions in
the possession of this House, but peti-
tions sent to His Excellency the
Governor General. I am satisfied
myself, looking at the motion, that
this must be the case, and, therefore, it
would be entirely out of the question
for these petitions, not being in the
possession of the House, to be referred
to a committee of the House. They
must first be brought before the House
and the Minister of Justice has sug-
gested a mode by whieh this can be
done.

Mr. MOUSSEAU: Irise to a point of
order, which must imply a constitu-
tional question, and I venture to sub-

Mr. BLAKE.

mit it to the Minister of Justice.
Every lion. member of this House
must be glad of the utterances of the
Minister of Justice of the respectful
hesitancy %vith which ho approached
the subject. A good Bench is the best
safeguard and bulwark to libertv.
The charges brought against tie
learned Judge are oftwo kinds : soie
are specifie, others are general and
vague. There is no charge relative
to the administration of criminal
justice. The charge is conitined t>
civil suits. The motion. however, i.-
that a Committee of the bouse should
have the power to investigate into the
administration of civil justice in the
District of Richelieu. I submit that
the administration of justice, in
regard to civil matters, pertains
exclusively to Local Legislatures, and
this Parliament has no power or riglht
to inquire into the administration of
justice, civil side, either in Quebec or
any other Province. I may, perhaps'
be met by the precedent afforded iii
Judge Lafontaine's case. It may be
said that the charges are general, and
imply the administration of criminal
justice, but the gist of the motion
related exclusively to civil matters.
Nothing whatever is said against the
learned Judge with respect to his a-
ministration in criminal courts. The
charges, as formulated, related, first, to>
publie money Io which, it is alleged, b
is not entitled; and, secondly, to what
had been donc in civil cases, which
point is repeatedly mentioned in the
petitions. Under these circumstances,
I do not understand how a Committee
could enquire into the administration
of civil justice, and I resýpectfully sub-
mit my doubts to the Minister of Ju--
tice for his consideration.

Mr. BLAKE: My hon. friend tle
member for Bagot will observe that
his objection applies equally to the
administration of criminal justice, be-
cause it must be founded on the pro-
vision of the Confederation Act whieh
gives the administration of justice, not
civil any more than criminal justice, to
the Local Legislatures. If this were a
motion to deal with the administration
of justice without reference to some
specifie petition or complaint having
for its object the removal of the Judge,
it would be of an entirely different
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character, and it is therefore unneces-
sary to discuss the precise extent of
the powers of the Dominion Parlia-
ment in regard to such a reference.
But it is obvious that, following the
language used in a former case, the
Committee should not deen itself called
upon to enquire into any points re-
specting the administration of justice
other than those in the petition, or
with any other object than that which
inducecd them to consider the question
whether the Judge has donc anything
which ought to lead to his resignation.

Moticm agreed to.

Mr. BLAKE moved:
" That itis desirable that any witness to

be examined by the sad Coninittee, be ex-
amned on oath."

Motion agreed to.
Mr. BARTHE moved for copies of

the petitions of T. 1). Latour and
others, dated the 5th June, 1874, and
the 2nd November, 1875, presented to
the Government, concerning the lon.
Mr. Justice Loranger, and of all cor-
respondence relating thereto.

Motion agreed to.

NORTIIERN RAILWAY COMMIS-
MISSION.

QUESTION AND REPORT.

Mr. MACKENZ[E moved the ad-
iurnment of the Ilouse.

Mr. BOWELL enquired whether the
report of the Northern Railway Com-
mission, would be laid before the
House at an early day.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I present it
now.

Mir. MACKENZIE delivered a Mes-
sage from Ris Excellency the Gover-
nor-General.

Mr. SPEAKER read the Message,
which is as follows

SDUFFEE15.

"The Governor General transmits to the
Hoeuse of Commons the Report of a Com-
nussion appointed by Order in Council of22nd JuIly, 1876, to enquire into the affairs of
die Northern Railway Company of Canada.

"Government House,
"Ottawa, 15th February, 1877."
Mqr. BOWELL said it had been a

maatter of complaint in various journals
in the Dominion that those reports, by

some means or other, had been placed
in the hands of certain newspapers
before theyhad been laid on the table,
and that this favouritisn had been
extended to the Ministerial journals
only. He had just learned that
portions of this report were passing
over the telegraph wires to certain
newspapers in the West. This was
not only improper and unfair with
regard to tho House, but also unfair to
the press generally.

House adjourned at
Fifteen minutes to

Eleven o'clock.

HIOUSE 0F COMMONS.

Friday, 16th Feb., 1877.

The Speaker took the ehair at Three
o'clock.

COAL OWNEPS' PETITION.

SPEAKER'S RULING.

Mr. SPEAKER: In respect to the
petition of Henry Mitchell and others,
interested in the coal trade and ship-
ping interests of the Dominion, which
was not received yesterday, I have to
state to the House that I have since
considered the question carefully. The
objection to the asking of bounties will,
I think, only apply to cases where an
individual or individuals personally
interested ask for such bountv as will
be profitable to themselves. Where
the petition is of a general character,
and is signed by persons other than
those immediately interested, and, in
fact, asks for a modification or change
of the financial or fiscal policy of the
Dominion, on the grotund that such
change will be beneficial to the coun-
try at large, then such a petition stands
precisely in the same position as one
asking for an imposition of taxes for
general purposes. On examination of
this petition, I may state that I see no
reason to conclude that it is signed
exclusively by persons immediately
and directly interested, and I am there-
fore of opinion* that it can be properly
received.

Routine Business.
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RECEPTION OF PRIVATE BILLS.

MOTION TO EXTEND TIME.

Mr. RYMAL moved that the recep-
tion of petitions for private bills be ex-
tended ton days from Monday next.
He said that the time for their recep-
tion, according to the revised rules ut
present in force, expired on Monday
next. Ie understood that some sixty
notices of application for such bills haid
been made, though only ten petitions
had been presented. Another rule,
however, le believed, precl uded him
from making the motion without refter-
ence to the Standing Committees. No
Standing Committee had as yet been
organized, and he was at a loss with.
regard to what course he should pur-
mue. This he would louve to the Hlouse
to decide.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the pro-
per mode was to have the Private 3Als,
and some other Standing Commit tee
organized the day following, when the
two Commtittees could join in the
recommendation, and report on Mon-
day.

Mr. SPEAKER diroeted attention to
the 69th Rule.

Mr. BLAKE said he supposed that,
under the 69th Rule, it was not within
the capacity of the Chairman of the
Committee to inake a motion which
might be now deait with by the House.
It stated that no motion should be main-
tained until after reference was made.
The motion must, therefore, be made,
and could only be disposed of by being
referred by the Iouse to the Com-
nittee.

Mr. HOLTON: Very much of the
value of the new rules will be des-
troyed, I fear, if we return to the old
practice of suspending rules. I do not
wish to oppose the motion of my hon.
friend, but these ruiles have been very
carefully considered, and their object
was to secure the earliest presentation
of iPrivate Bills, in ouder to avoid the
hustling of then through without
proper consideration, towards the close
of the Session. The sense of the Com-
mittee was that rules could be sus-
pended only w-hen a strong case was
made out, and it was felt to ho better
that parties who are remiss in present-

Mr. SPEAKER.

ing their petitions and Bills in due
time, should pay the penalty of negli-

ence and want of diligence, thus
preventing the consequences of which
we have had reason to complain.
Whilo I do not object to the motion to
refer to the proper Committee the ques-
tion of suspension, yet, when the
reports of theso Committees are
before us on Monday, I think th-
H1ouse should pause before entering on
the old practice of suispending these
ruls indetinitely,

N r. SPEAKER: I think it but right
to infflrm the House that the subject
of giving due information to ail parties
concerned in Private Bills, as to the
changes made in the rules, occupied
the attention of myself and the proper
officer of the louse for some time last
fall, and an order was given as the result
of our deliberations that, in every case
wherc parties gave notice of their
intention to introduce Private Bills, a
copy of the new rules relating to the
manner in which Private Bills must be
introducod should be sent them, so that
thore is scarcely any excuse to be made
on the score of ignorance as to what
ou iules require.

Mr. RYMAL moved that the ques-
tion of the extension of the time for the
reception of petitions touching Private
Bills, bo referred to the Standing Con-
mittees on Private Bills and Standinr
Orders.

Motion agreed to.

BILL INTRODUCED.

The following Bill was introduced
and read the first time:-

To incorporate the Maitland Marine-
Insurance Company. Bill No. 6. (Mr.
Goudge.)

AMENDMENT AND CONSOLIDA-
TION OF THE INSURANCE

ACTS.

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved:

"That this Hlouse do torthwith go in o
Comnittee of the Whole, to consider the
expediency of amending and consolidating,
as amended, the several Acts respecting,
Insurance, repealing for that purpose the
unrepealed portions of the Acts of Canada,
31 V ictoria, Chapter 48; 34 Victoria, Chap-
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ter 9 ; 37 Victoria Chapter 48; 38 Victoria,
Chapter 21; part of the 23rd Section of 38
Victoria, Chapter 20 ; and Chapter 52 of the
Consolidated Statutes for Upper Canada."

Motion agreed to.

(In the Committee.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
ifr explanations.

Mr. CARTWRIIT: The Act,
which it is proposed to introduce,
founded on these resolutions, is in
most respects a copy of the Act which
was under consideration by this House,
and by the Banking and Commerce
Committee during iast Session. The
chief alteration which will bc intro-
duced is one calculated to meet the
objections preferred last year by the
British and other companies. They
eomplained, and I felt that there was
some force in their objections, that it
would be a hardship to extend the law
retrospectively in regard to their
business. That objection I have con-
-idered, and I think it will meet their
views to introduce a clause exempting
their former business from the pro-
posed legislation. I will do so the
maore readily because i am informed
by the Superintendent of Insurance
that the deposit in the hands of the
(overnment, which is liable to appli-
cation to the benefit of Canadian
policy-holders, is in many cases quite
sufficient for reinsurance purposes; and
t will be obvious to the House that
:hese ceompanies, the English ones par-
icularly, are in the main very strong,

and, of course, every company, by the
natural operation of time, will fall into
Une, and be precisely harmonized, as
to position, with our Canadian com-
panies. This is the only amendment
of importance. The bill I propose to
iltroduce shall, as on the former
occasion, after being considered and
after having passed a second reading
here, go to the Committee on Banking
and Commerce, 'where the details can
be settled, and any objections, if any
bc made, may be heard. I might add,
that I understand from the officers
who have special charge of these
matters, that the companies interested
express themselves as well satisfied
with the bill as they could be expected
to be.

Mr. TUPPER: 1 am very sorry
to learn fron the statement made
by the hon. Minister of Finance,
that the result of the attention of
the Government being drawn dur-
ing the last few Sessions, and for
some considerable time previous, to
the question of life insurance, lias
not been the adoption of a more
comprehensive view, as to the duties
of the Government with relation to
this very important question. The
question of life insurance is one of the
greatest possible moment to the whole
country. It is the means by -which
provision is made for a great number
of famailies who otherwise would be left
in a very destitute condition. It is a
question that has been considered
worthy of the attention of all Govern-
ments and of all statesmaen who have
at beart the interests of the great
masses of the community, and the
events of the past year-the events
which have taken place since this Leg-
islature adjourned-have been of a
character, I think, to draw the attention
of the Government to the great import-
ance of this question more than any-
thing that lias previolsly occurred.
The efforts which have been made to
obtain the greatest security for the
mass of the people depending upon life
insurance, by Government inspection,
have proved, in some very important
instances, to bc quite abortive. No
doubt the systemi of inspection taken
up by the present Administration is of
very great importance. We were in-
clined to hope that it would be so
successful as to secure to a large extent
the public confidence in those institu-
tions; but the circumstances which have
taken place in the State of New York
in connection with some of the largest
and most important life insurance
companies doing business on this con-
tinent, and in Canada, have shown how
utterly hopeless it is to expect te
obtain security for the public through
the agency of Government inspection.
Institutions supposed to be the most
reliable, supposed to be the most
deserving of public confidence, have
crumbled away, and left vast numbers
of people, who have paid enormous
sums of their private means to those
companies, without the hope of secur-
ing the comfort to their families, when
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they are obliged to ]eave them behind,
that they expected to do. Those in-
stitutions have crumbled into dust and
caused widespread misery and mis-
fortune throughout the country. I
think the time has arrived when it
becomes the duty of the Government
seriously to entertain the question of
giving some more direct, some more
absolute certainty, to persons investing
their money in life insurance. It, is
most desirable, from every point of
view, that the policy of insuring lives
should be encouraged. It is of the
greatest possible moment that such
absolute security should be given to
persons thus investing their money
that the practice, which is not only
a wholesome one, but one essential
to the general prosperity of the
country, should be extended still more
widely than heretofore. I believe that
if life insurance could be rendered ab-
solutely safe, if it could be removed
from the dangers found to attend it
under the best management that can
be obtained, it would be not only wide-
spread but universal, and the result
would be most beneficial to the country.
We stand in a peculiar condition in
Canada in relation to this matter. We
stand on the borders of a great country,
a good many of whose companies do
business here, and it becomes peculiar-
ly necessary that our people should be
protected against any want of security
on the part of companies oufside the
Dominion. It is a fact that over
$2,000,000 belonging to the people of
this country goes out of Canada annu-
al ly, and becomes a foreign investment.
That fact, I think, is one deserving of
the most careful and attentive con-
sideraio:n on the part of the Govern-
ment. We have every reason to be-
lieve, further, that this aiount of
money will never return; that the
companies in which it is invested will
become unable to return it, not alto-
gether perhaps on account of misman-
agement or fraudulent management in
connection with the administration of
their affairs, but in connection with
the great change in value and profits.
This state of things ought to induce
the Government to consider the ques-
tion whether it might not be found
practicable to give abs>lute certain-
ty to partLies naking investments

Mr. TUPPER.

of this important chtracter and,
at the same time, to retain our
own money in our own country.
I do not say at this moment
that it can be done; but I think, if the
subject were carefully considered, it
might be found entirely practicable to
adopt a system of Government security
in connection with life insurance that
would not only render absolutely secure
the money of parties investing, but
make the practice of insuring so wide-
spread and universal as to be attended
with the greatest possible benefit to
the people of Canada. We are con-
ti nual ly goi ng abroad to borrow money.
If we could adopt a system by which
the security of the Government could
be given to parties investing in life
insurance, the result would be that we
would not be obliged to cross the water
and go to England or anywhere else to
ask for foreign loans. The $2,000,000
per annum now going out of Canada
would remain and find investment in
this country. I may be met at once
with the remark that the difficulty is
that life insurance is especially a busi-
ness whieh it would be extremely in-
convenient for the Government to
undertake; that the Government would
be exposed to temptation and pressure,
which would be calculated todisqualify
them from dealing with this important
measure in the saine way that a pri-
vate company can. I believe a happy
medium can be found to secure to
the Government as well as to the
country itself absolute security in
relation to this matter, without
the difficulties which have been sug-
gested. I think that private companies
which have shown evidences of their
financial soundness and resources,
might be allowed to do this business,
to stand between the assured and the
Government in relation to the examin-
ation as to who are proper subjects
for insurance and who are not; the
money being invested in the funds of
the Government, ard such security
given to the Government as
would relieve it of any danger of loss
in regard to the matter, while giving
absolute surety to the insured. Pro-
vision could also be made against any
change with regard to the holders of
the stock in the company without the
consent of the Government, which
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vould give perfect protection against
loss or injury at any time. In France
there is a system of Government insur-
ance in operation. Precautions have
been taken against the insurance of

parties who ought not to be insured by
providing that no policy shall be paid
unless it bas been in existence two
years. That'provision is an almost
perfect guarantee against the insurance
of lives not entitled to the benefit of
life insurance. It might, however, be
found impracticable to introduce that
system here. My object in speaking
was to draw the attention of the hon.
the Minister of Finance, and the other
gentlemen who are dealing with this
question, to the additional distrust
in the public mind in consequence of
the gigantic failures which have
occurred, and the significance of the
fact that those companies which were
regarded as the strongest on the con-
tinent have been found most insecure.
Under the circumstances, I think it is
the duty of the Government to take
the question up and see if it is not
possible to give the people some
assurance more absolute and perfect
than Government inspection, however
vigourously or carefully carried on,
can accomplish.

Mr.HOLTON: The question brought
up by my hon. friend the member
for Cumberland is one of very great
importance, and one deserving of the
attention and careful consideration of
the hon. the Minister of Finance and the
IIouse. But I am sure the hon. mem-
ber will agree with me that the matter
is hardly yet ripe for legislative treat-
ment. We have not the information
necessary to enable us to proceed to
legisiate upon the subjeet, which is an
important one, and ought to receive
the consideration which he invites the
Minister of Finance to bestow upon it,
and which, at a future day, I have no
doubt, the hon. gentleman, if not the
Minister of Finance, will invite the
lieuse to bestow upon it. The amend-
ments which my hon. friend the
the Minister of Finance proposes to the
law as it stands are substantially, I
understand, those embodied in the Bill
of last year, and such as the immediate
exigencies of our position call for; and
I hardly think we can ask him to stay
his hand in inviting the House to enact

6

this necessary legislation in order to
consider the perhaps more important
subject brought to the notice of the
House by the hon. member for Cum-
berland. My attention bas been called
to this matter for a year or two past.
I cannot say that i have studied it
thoroughly, but I have given it some
desultory attention, and in the course
of the last Session I privately had some
conferences with my bon. friend the
Minister of Finance in relation to it.
I found that he was quite open to sug-
gestions, as I am sure he will be to-day ;
and it may be a question whother,
by means of a Select Committee
during the course of the present
Session, he would not lay the
foundation of some future definito
action on the subject. I merely make
these remarks in response to the time-
ly and well-poised speech of the hon.
iember for Cumberland. Of course
this is a subjeet in which we all have
a common interest-as mucli on one
side of the liouse as on the other ; and
1 therefore suggest ti the lion. the Min-
ister of Finance, that after giving this
matter the preliminary consideration
that its importance demands, ho might
agree to the appointment of a Select
Committee to take evidence on, and con-
sider, the subject and submit some
tangible seheme for dealing with it to
the liouse.

.Ur. WOOD asked the Minister of
Finance if thé repeal of thesa various
Acts would affect tire insurance offices.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said it was not
the intention of' the Government to
deal with anything but life insurance.

Mr. WOOD said he had a motion
respecting life insurance on the paper,
but the hon. member for Cumberland
had, to a certain extent, foiestglled
what he had to say. lie therefore did
not think it necessary to move for the
Select Conimittee of whichl he had
given notice.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he hoped if the Minister of Finance ac-
cepted the suggestion of his hon. friend
flrom Chateauguay, he would consent
to take charge of the Committee.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: It is so very
rarely that I an able to agree with the
remarks of' my hon. friend from Cum-
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berland that I feel the greatest amount
of pleasure in rising to say that, to a
very great extent, if not altogether, I
do concur with him in reference to
the great question now under consi-
deration. I hold that, in dealing with
any question of this magnitude, it is
of the greatest importance that the
Government should not enter into any
hasty or not well-considered legislation.
It should have the very fullest infor-
ination and the whole question should
bc most carefully dealt with. It has
not escaped our observation that some
very considerable irregularities have
occurred in companies which, although
doing business on this continent, do
not reside here, but have their hcad-
quarters in the United States. It has
not escaped my attention either that
a very considerable class of people who,
I have always thought, it was most im-
portant should avaiL themselves of the
benefit of life assurance-I refer more
particularly to artizans, fiarmers, and
small tradesmen, xwhose families suffer
very great hardships when the bread-
winner dies-harl4y ever receive any
of the benefits of lfe insurance. I am
mach incline i to think that, until this
class is able to avail themselves of the
security afforded by G-overnment and
by Government alone, or at any rate
of the security which in their minds
would be associated with the Govern-
ment, they will never avail themselves
of insurance, except to a very limited
extent. Governmnent life insurance
in England bas failed, in a imeasure,
froin reasons which 1 will not now
venture to discuss. In the colony of
New Zealand, however, I believe that
the project of Governmental life in-
surance has been tried with marked
success. There are some other coun-
tries in which it has been attempt-
cd, but I am not sufficiently advised
to la- the resuilts before the House.
However, I may say that the subject
has engaged, and will continue to
engage, our attention, but I do not atall
meai to pledge the GovernmIent to
legislative action upon it, at any rate
tor some tine to corne; and I have
some doubts whether, iii snch dstress
as exists at present, it is desirable to
muake such an experiment. Those who
have studied the subject agree that the
depression bas had a mîost unfortunate

Mr. CanTwararr.

effeet on insurance, in eonsequence of
the large number of policies which have
lapsed. I do not think it wise that n
totally new scheme should be proposed
now. Morcover, there are practical
difficulties which will easily present
themselves to hon. gentlemen, with the
experience of the hon. gentleman oppo-
site, in the way of the Government
working the scheme. As to the other
suggestion by the hon. member for
Cumberland that it could bc worked
through private companies, I would
not like to express an opinion at pre-
sent. I shall certainly bc open to
receive any suggestions on the subject,
and am glad that this is a measure in
regard to which the Gover nment, if it
introduce it, cari fairly count upon
receiving the support of all sides and
parties in thislouse. Any suggestions
which the hon. gentlemen opposite
choose to make will be carefully con-
sider'ed, although I must entirely
refrain from committing the Govern-
ment, at present, to any definite line of
action.

Mr. WOOD said there was reallr
no Government insurance in England
-only a system of Post Office insur-
ance; and the reason for its not being
more successful was the mixing up of
a practice of selling annuities with life
insurance-two things that should be
kept perfectly apart.

Resolution agreed to, as fbllows:
Resolved, That i is expedient to anend and

consolidate, as amended, the several Acts
respecting Life Insurance, repealing for that
purpose the unrepealed portions of the Acts
of Canada 31 Victoria, chapter 48---34 Vic-
toria. chapter 9; 37 Victoria, chapter 48;
38 Victoria, chapter 21; part of the 23rd
section of 38 Victoria, chapter 20; and chap-
ter 52 of the Consolidated Statutes of Upper
Canada.

Resolution ordered to be reported-
House resuned.
Resolution reported.

Mr. MASSON called the attention
of the Government to this fact,-that
in the correspondence which had been
furnished in reference to the Jesuits'
Barracks, Quebec, the most impoitant
part haI been left ont, viz., the coi-
respondenec which was going on at the
moment the motion was made last Ses-
sion.
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Mr. BLAKE baid he observed the
papers brought down were incompletc.
le presumed the officer who prepared
the Return had followed the ordinary
rule of making it complete only to the
date of the motion. H1e had no doubt,
however, that the rest of the corres-
pondence could be brought down with-
out another motion being necessary.

INSOLVENT ACTS REPEAL BILL.

[BIL L No. 2.]

(Mfr. Barth e.)

SECOND READING IROroSE).

Order for seond rcading of Bill (No.
2) " To repeal the Inisolvent Acts now
in force in the Dominion of Canada,"
read.

Mr. BLAiE: Before my lion. friend
rises, I would ask him not to proceed
with the second reading of the bill to-
day. As I said in answer to my lion.
friend from East Durham, the Govern-
ment hias under consideration some pro-
posed amiendments to the Insolveney
Act. I f it happenied tlat the an:end-
inents regarded minor matters of detail,
suc'h as those to whieh the attention of
thie l nîse last Session vas invited, they,

f course, would not materially affect
the important question which the hon.
gentlemni'-- bill raises; but if they
m'volve moire important matters, it
muight not be unreasonable for the
louse to have before it the alternative
propositions-that of the Government
and that of the hon. gentleman,--if
sueli were made by the Government
before the dis posal of the hon. gentle-
inan's Bill. I think the convenience
of that course will be obvious. I would
ask the hon. gentleman to consent to a
postponement of the second reading
for a week, at any rate.

Mr. BARTIIE: I should be very
happy to comply with the wishes of
the hon. the Minister of Justice, but for
personal reasons I have made up my
mmd to press this Bill. I am quite
willing to postpone the Bill until Mon-
day, if it suits the Government.

Mr. BLAKE: Say Monday week.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I

hope my hon. friend from Richelieu
'vii consent to the suggestion of the
Minister of Justice to postpone this
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second readiung until Monday week.
Then we can have the whole subject
discussed.

Mr. BARTHE: As it is the desire of
the House, I will comply, provided it
be understood that it be the first
order on Monday w'eek.

Mr. BLAKE: I do not wish that there
should be any misunderstanding. I
have every hope that the propositions
of the Government may be matured by
that time, and therefore I nane it.
But circumstances may arise under
which we would have to ask the indul-
gence of the House for a further post-
ponement.

Order discharged. to stand the first
oider for Mondav week.

THEll "NORTHE-RNl LIGHT"
STEAMER.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. PERRY moved for a copy of the
contract with Mr. Sewell for building
the steamer 'Northern Light," report
of Inspector and Agent, telegrams, and
all other documents connected with the
saine; also, correspondence between
the Department and the Agent at
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island,
and the number of trips up to date.
He said he desired to give the Govern-
ment an opportunity of showing
whether the steamer, the ' Northern
Light," was substauitially builtand suit-
able for the puipose or not. le saw
it stated in some of the papers that
the Government did not iitend to carry
out the present scheme of communica-
tion between Prince Edward Island and
the mainland. It was necessary that
the papers should be brought down to
ascertain whether the Government had
acted honestly or not. The communi-
cation had been a great boon to the
people of the island, as it brought them
into relations with the people of the
other Provinces, and enabled goods to
be carried backward and forward. So
far as he could see the steamer was not
a humbug. It had made trips in three
and a half hours, and that in ice run-
ning from eighteen to twenty inches in
thickness. The people he represented
were satisfied the Government had
acted sincerely. Ie thought a Com-
mission of three persons onglit to be

Routüie
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appointed to sec which was the best
place for a ferry. It was for the interest
of the island that there should be only
one ferry for the Government steamer.

Mir. POPE (Queen's, P. E. I.) said
he agreed with the remarks of the
hon. member with regard to the two
points between which the steamer
should run in winter. le did not look
upon this vessel as a great success.
At the same time he had no desire to
find fault with the Administration on
this account, as he believed they
allowed the Maritime Province mem-
bers to settle it pretty much their own
way. He did not wish at the present
time to say much against the " North-
ern Light," but, in his opinion, she was
not capable of doing ber work in the
solid or fixed ice, although he thought
she might answer very well for work-
ing lier wav through drift or floating
ice. When Charlottetown River was
fast frozen over last autumn, she made
an attempt to tow one or two schooners
loaded with potatoos out through
about four inches of soft ice, but could
not manage it. She succeeded with
difficulty in getting out herself some
two miles beyond the harbour's mouth,
bound to Pictou, but returned, being
unable to proceed further. She made
a second and a third attempt and
returned. The last time, she broke the
ice up to the railway wharf, for the
purpose of coaling, when it took ber
more than an hour to break sufficient
ice, then about seven inches thick, to
enable her to turn round. After about
a week, during half of which time she
was drifting up and down the Gulf in
the ice, she succeeded in reaching
Georgetown, where Mr. Sewell after-
wards joined ber. The Newfound-
landers had a great deal of experience
in ice-breaking vessels, and all theirs
were built with over-hanging stems,
which facilitated their being forced
up on the ice. Besides this, the main
breadth of their vessels was near
the bow, and, when they broke the ice
down, the rest of the vessel passed
through easily; whereas the " North-
ern Light " was much the shape of a
wedge, and when she broke through
she wedged herself in nearly her whole
length, and could not go further with-
out first backing out and running full
speed at it again. Another great

Mr. PERRT.

objection to the "Northern Light'
was her great draught of water, which
was over 17 feet, whereas she should
not exceed 12 feet. On this account
she could not enter many of the har-
bours. Murray Harbour vas about 10
or 12 miles nearer Pictou than George-
town. It was open all the year round,
and if a steamer must run to Pictou in
winter, this was the port on the island
side which she should run to; but
there were only 12 or 13 feet of water
at the entrance to the harbour, and the
" Northern Light," of course, could not
go in. Again, should this vessel be
caught out in a gale of wind with ex-
tremely cold weather, bound to Pictou,
she would be unable to extricate her-
self from the ice, and would probably
be carried on some of the reefs or
ledges of rock between Pictou Island
and Cariboo and be lost altogether.
He hoped the Governient would
accept the suggestions made, and place
ber in the most suitable locality, where
the whole mail service could be con-
centrated, and where, during very cold
weather when she would be unable to
run, the mails could be carried regu-
larly in the ice boats, for it must be
borne in mind that, in all time tO
come, the mails would and must
be carried vid Cape Traverse.
The adoption of this route would
necessitate the construction of a rail-
road from the main line on the Island,
to Cape Traverse-a distance of 10 or
12 miles, and in New Brunswick from
Aulac to Cape Tormentine-a distance
of about 30 miles. Should this be
accomplished, the water communication
in summer, as well as in winter, would
be reduced to a mere ferry of 8 or 9
miles between New Brunswick and
the Island, and the travel would all be
this way. The expectations of the hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries'
constituents, who had been promised
something, would thus be realized.
Ie must again express a hope that the
Government would adopt this route
and make the necessary arrangements
to carry it into effect.

Mr. DAVIES said ho thought it
would have been better had the dele-
gations that had come up to make
arrangements for Confederation nego-
tiated for the construction of two short
railway branches, one between Cape
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Tormentine and Aulac, about 33
miles in length, and the other be-
tween Cape Traverse and the Island
system, about 10 miles in lerigth.
With regard to the provisions for
winter steam communication some
little delay had occurred. In the
first instance, sufficient time had
not been allowed for the build-
ing of the boat, for which it was found
that two years were required. The
steamer had been stationed where the
boats crossed, in a narrow passage; and
it had been thought desirable to place
ber where the Straits of Northumber-
land opened below Pictou, a large
basin perhaps forty miles in diameter.
There were no dangerous reefs in that
locality, and as early crossing from
Cape Tormentine was very difficult,
until the ice became flrm, this was
considered the proper position. This,
he believed, however, lay between
Georgetown and Pictou. The perform-
ance of this steamer had, in his opinion,
completely solved the question of the
winter navigation of the St. Law-
rence. He was not prepared to esti-
mate its value, but the steamer had
crossed during the last four weeks the
most difficult part of the Gulf, into
which the ice was blown, owing to
the westernly winds. As the chan-
nel was comparatively narrow, of
course passage was rendered more
difficult for the steamers than would
be the case in the large open parts of
the Gulf, which were at least half
covered with unfrozen water. What
the hon.member from Queen's had said
with respect to the performance of the
steamer in the harbour ice was, in the
main, correct. He believed that the
steamer had not succeeded in breaking
through the harbour ice, which was
more than eight or nine inches thick,
but as far as hummocky, field and floe
ice was concerned, she had proved to
be admirably adapted for the purpose,
even far surpassing their expectations.
As ho had previously stated, the
western winds had driven the ice down,
a greater quantity having accumulated
than during the last five winters, which
were ail severe. The pressure of the
ice did not at all affect the steamer as,
under such circumstances, she rose
beyond the reach of danger. It would
be difficult, he thought, to build a

steamer better adapted for both
harbour and channel winter navi-
gation. On the whole, the ven-
ture had been a success. It
was questionable whether it would
not be better to remove the steamer
from the narrow passage at Cape Tor-
mentine. It was possible that she
mig.ht be able to do her work there,
but it would be much more dangerous.
On each side of the Straits was sta-
tioned fixed ice, termed port ice, fast-
ened to the shore, for an extent of' a
mile or a mile and a half, remaining
there throughout the winter. By
cutting docks in the ice, the steamer
could run from side to side, taking ad-
vantage of these openings. At Cape
Tormentine was, however, situated a
very dangerous reef of rocks, and with
a rapid current of five or six knots ;
the steamer, if carried on the rocks,
would inevitably be lost, and no such
peril existed where she vas at present
stationed. Mr. Sewell, who, no doubt,
was a very good judge regarding these
matters,considered navigation between
Cape Tormentine and Cape Traverse
quite practicable for the steamer, but
as to this he was not preparel to give
any decided opinion. If nothing else
had been done it had been demonstrated
that winter navigation was practicable
and easy, and the steamer had done
good service for the money she had
cost.

Mr. McINTYRE remarked that this
subject was a matter of very great in-
terest to the inhabitants of the Mari-
time Provinces, and of Prince Edward
Island particularly. The failure of
the steamer to do ber work, in the
harbour of Charlottetown last fall, was
due, in his opinion, principally to the
inexperience of the persons placed
in charge, a fact which, of course,
was not surprising under the cir-
cumstances, the enterprize being new
and unusual, and one to which all
were strangers at the time. How-
ever, since Mr. Sewell had superin-
tended operations, the steamer had
made perfectly regular trips. He was
on board the boat on the third of this
month, and had been greatly surprised
at the facility with which she worked
ber way through the ice. The first night
they were out, the ice closed around
the boat--in the language of the ice,
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she "got nipped,"----but the effect was
to raise her nearly out of the ice, and,
if this had not occurred, ho believed
that she would have bee i crushed to
pieces like an egg shell. Sucli would
certainly occur if she were of any other
construction than she was. Georgetown
was one of the best positions, if not the
best, on the island. Pictou harbour
vas subject to being blocked up with

ice, when the wind came from the
North-East. Cape George, where there
was an excellent breakwater and an
abundance of water, offered more
favourable inducements; and a small
branch, to connect with the Eastern
Extension Railway now under con-
tract, ho considered should be built,
and the steamer should run between
(Georgetown and Cape George. He
thought a passage between Cape
Tormentine and Cape Traverse would
never answer, because the channel,
being narrow, was, during the greater
part of the season, choked up with ice.
As regarded the docks which had been
mentioned, ho thought they would
easily fill with ice; and, with reference
to the building of piers at Capes Tor-
mentine and Traverse, the bottom
being sandy would render their per-
inauence doubtful, while the action of
the ice and the sea would carry them
aw-ay. Besides, the expense of building
a line of railway from Cape Tormentine
to Aulac station, and a line of about
the same extent on the island, in all
#)ver sixty miles, vould cost, vith the
piers, not less than half a million of
dollars. H1e was sure that no one
wished to sec a repetition of what had
occurred in the harbour of Charlotte-
town last fali, and ho believed that this
would bc the result if the steamer
were taken off her present route.

Mr. MlcISAAC said that, although
ho did. not represent any portion of
Prince Edward Island, ho felt he
had a right to express an opinion
on the subject before the House.
The stoam communication under con-
sideration, as forming one of the
articles of Union, was a matter in
which every member of this louse,
especially every member from the
Maritime Provinces, should feel an
interest. From the very contradio-
tory accounts just given of the suc-
cess of the " Northern Light," by

Mr. MCINTYRE.

the gentlemen representing the Island,
he found it de] icate to be obliged to say
that they all did not give a correct
statement of facts. He was far. how-
ever, from insinuating that any hon.
gentleman had told this louse what he
did not believe to be truc. The
a Northern Light" had been said by
some to be a success, by others to be
the reverse; but, from what bad been
heard to-night, and what had been pub.
lished in the papers for several weeks
past, his opinion was that it was impos-
sible for any person bore to sec how
far she had been able to accomplish her
undertaking. Under the terms of
Union, the Dominion was bound to
maintain a steam communication for
carrying mails and passengers between
the Island and the mainland. So far.
Pictou was the only point on the main-
land she had been struggling to reach.
Important as Pictou had a right to be
considered, he was of opinion that the
boat should be allowed, or rather, should
bemade to test other termini on the
mainlarnd before the country was in a
position to say how far she was able to
fulfil her engagements. When she first
began ber work, Charlottetown was her
Island terminus. As had been stated,
the ice proved too thick for her, but
w-hen the enterprising builder, Mr.
Sewell, appeared and took charge, she
soon, in his bands, overcame what
some people were willing to regard as
a proof of ber unfitness. With him
she leaped out of her difficulties and
demonstrated the fault was not hors.
Afterwards, Georgetown was made the
terminus, and since thon she had been
plying between that point and Pictou
with considerable success-a success
sufficient to prove the feasibility of
winter communication between the
Island and the rest of the Dominion.
To test what she could do, ho
maintained that she should be
made to try other termini or.
the mainland. One place especially
should be tried, namely, Cape George,
which had already a large pier built
by the Dominion. The distance be-
tween this point and Georgetown was
not greater than that between the latter
place and Pictou. And, besides, in a
direct course between these two pointa,
the ice, owing to its proximity to the
Strait of Canso and the entrance be-
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zween Prince Edward Island and the
Island of Cape Breton, never packed so
solidly as it did fartber west in the
Strait of Northumberland. To show
that Cape George should be tried, if
not adopted as a mainland terminus,
he stated that three or four winters ago
the Prince Edward Island mails were
lanided there when Pietou could not be
ajpproachîed. Sone rnight have an
interest in stating that land travelling
f'oin Cape George was difficult. His
answer ^was that the pier vas about
fifteen miles from a railroad at present
uniider contract, and -onneeting with
t1he Truro and Pietou lLailroad. In
view of these facts ie suggested that
Ihe hon. the oMiniter of Marine and
Fisheries shouhl give instructions that
lhis teriinus shouldbe tested in order
to give the country a full opportunity
of seeing how far the present arrange-
ment to effect a winter communication
between the Iland and lie mainland
would be suecessftl.

Mr. SINCLAIR said lie thought the
Governnent would soon find that they
would have to change the route of the

boat, because iii business man would
le contented with irregular business
ommniuiication if it could be avoided.

The present available route, in his
opinion, Lav between Capes Tormen-
tine and Traverse, and, if this were
selected and piers provided for
sheltor for the commencement of
winter, lie believed that after winter
set in, the boat could
vision for herself. For
passengers, the route by
was much more certain,
the steamer could not
ice-boats could, and the
could vork both. The

make pro-
mails and
the Capes
for, when
cross, the

saime crlew
route by

the Capes also had a great advan-
tage as a speedy route, for it
struck the Intercolonial Railroad at a
point very favourable for travellers or
mails going east or west. The matter
should be so arranged that winter
communication could be carried out
fully and pretty regularly. The
Government should appoint a dismnter-
csted Commission to examine the
Straits of Northumberland while full
of ice, and, if it considered that the
steamer could run between the Capes
nentioned as well as where she ut
present was runniRg, he th ought it

would come to the conclusion that the
former was the proper route. The
Government spared no pains or expense
in building a strong and efficient boat,

iand, in fiet, she had donc more than
tlie most enlightened residents about
the Straits ever considered probable.
The winter navigation of the Straits, in
his opinion, was now aceomplished.
Some considered that a steamer pro-
pelling through the ice would require a
screw so deep that it would not
be interfered with by fe ice, but he
was informed that inNewfundland the
screws of steamers passing Irough
the ice were protected by a strong
web of iron, and it might be better if
this ene was so, and drew less water.
The steamer had donc well, and Mr.
Sewell deserved, in consequerice, great
credit. It was yet but an experiment,
and no doubt would he greatly im-
proved.

Mr. SMITI (Westmoreland) said
lie was very glad that his lion. friend
had made this motion, as it had cre-
ated a discussion whiclh had ecrtainly
been very complimentary with regard
to the Government, and peculiarly
ple'ising to limself, inasmuch as the
enterprise was immediatel connected
with his Department. le was grati-
fied also with the moderate tone of the
hon. member from Queen's, who bore
testimony to the efficiency of this boat,
which, when it first arrived at Prince
Edward Island, was said to be an utter
failure and totally unfit for the service.
Many severe criticisms were passed
respecting her, but time had shown
their injustice, and now the testimony
establishing the success of the enter-
prise had really becone extraordinary.
As to where the point of com-
munication on the Island side would
be, he was not at present in
a position to state, but of course ho
hia a vcry strong conviction on the
subject, as lie always had, but further
enquiry was necessary before the Goy-
ernment could come to a conclusion
regarding this ma t ter. The papers
would soon be laid before the louse,
and he thought they would fully bear
out all that had been said in favour of
the Government touching this subject.
Everything that was possible had been
donc to make the enterprise a success,
for neither pains nor money, so far as
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was consistent with economy, had been
spared in this connection. He was
very much gratified to learn that the
members from Prince Edward Island
were so much in favour of the course
taken by the Government. The crew
was taken from the Island, because
the Government felt that the inhabi-
tants of Prince Edward Island were
more interested than any others in the
Dominion in the success of the enter-
prise. Many of them had enjoyed a
very wide experience touching winter
navigation, and Mr. Sewell had cor-
tainly shown surprising skill and judg-
ment respecting this matter.

Motion agreed to.

GOVERNMENT LIFE INSURAINCE

MOTION WITIID1AWN.

Mr. WOOD, with reference to his
notice of motion for a Select Committec
to take into cousideration the question
of life insurance, observed that, in con-
sequenceo of the action of the Finance
Minister respecting this question, it
was quite unnecessary for him to
move for a Select Committee. During
the past three or four years, he had
given considerable attention to the
question, and he was very glad to sec
that a strong feeling in favour of such
a systom had grown up in the country.
A number of the nembers of the
House had also paid a great deal of
attention to the question, and he hoped
that, at a very early day, the Govern-
ment would feel called upon in the
interests of the public and policy-
holders to adopt the system in question,
as it would croate unbcunded confi-
dence among intending insurers. Be-
fore the close of the Session, ho would,
possibly, have an opportunity of ad-
dressing the House regarding this
matter, if the Government again
brought it up; but, in the mean time,
he would ask that his notice of motion
be dropped.

Motion withdruwn.

DISMISSALS FROM OFFICE.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Mr. CAMPBELL moved for returns
of all tenders and contracts for the
construction of a harbour at Ingonish,
Nova Scota, the names of the parties
to whom the contract was awarded;

Mr. SMITI.

showing if it was awarded to the
lowest tender; the names of the par-
ties to whom the contract was subse-
quently transferred, and of their
securities since the commencement of
the work; the dates of such transferF ;
the amount of the original contract;
and if the contract bas been completed
in accordance with the original plans
and specification ; if not, the reason
why; also, if the contract bas been
taken off the hands of the contractors,
and if so, when ; also, what portion of
the original plans and specifications
have not been finished or completed,
and what further sums are to be paid
to the contractors for what work they
have performed, and if it is the inten-
tion to finish the works in accordance
with the original plans and specifica-
tions; also the amount paid for super-
intendenee of contract and to whon
paid; also copies of correspondence
between the Government and the con-
tractor relative to relieving him of the
contract in order that ho might contest
the County of Victoria for the vacant
seat. His object in making this
motion, he explained, was to clear
up a good deal of mystery con-
nected with these transactions.
The disclosures of the secret arrange-
ments which had been made could not
be expected, but something wrong ex-
isted in relation to the contract in
question, and the contractor, who was
a supporter of the present Adminstra-
tion. He thought it only just to his
hon. friend the Minister of Militia
that he should notice the subject in his
presence, in order to give him an op-
portunity of setting himself right be-
fore the country. He had had only the
kindest regards for the hon. gentle-
man during several years past, and ho
felt sorry that the hon. gentleman's
conduct respecting this matter had to
be placed before the country. It was
only right that the hon. gentleman
should explain the character of the ar-
rangements made with these contrac-
tors. By certain parties, the report
of the Minister of Public Works, touch-
ing the harbor of Ingonish, was re-
garded as being very indefinite, and the
hon. Minister informed them that ve-
sels entered this harbour, but he did not
state what was the size of those ves-
sels. Perhaps they were only of threet
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or four tons burden. He (Mr. Camp-
bell) desired to secure the papers,
and to obtain fuller information
on the subject. It was wrong for
members of the Government to go
down into a county, and intrigue
with their own subordinates to induce
them to attempt to enter the House;
and he considered that this was
unpardonable conduct on the part of
Ministers of the Dominion. If they
were to have free institutions and the
enjoyment of liberty in this country,
Ministers of the Crown should act
constitutionally; or else what was to
prevent the Governient of the day,
armed with all the money and influ-
ence which was at its disposal, from
tyrannizing over the people. In this
manner they might recruit their ranks.
He had had no intention of contesting
the election, as it did not suit his pur-
poses, until lie discovered that the
Government of the day was resorting
to corrupt practices, of which he com
plained. He supposed that this had
been donc to satisfy the feelings of
revenge the Government entertained
in his regard, in consequence of insub-
ordination on his part-because he did
not approve wholly of the policy of the
present Administration. This he con-
sidered tyrannizing. He had frequently
expressed his sentiments, and had sug-
gested the needs of the country, but
the Government would not listen to
him. The facts connected with these
matters had converted him into a
bitter and avowed opponent of the
present Administration. His opponent
during the contest had been relieved
from the obligations of his contract,
which concerned the amount of $58,-
000; and, from what he could under-
stand from the report of the Minister
of Public Works, the reports in this
relation had been fixel. The flouse
should strongly condemn such trans-
actions, because if they permitted the
Government to use the means at their
disposal in order to corrupt constit-
nencies, the country would be placed
entirely at the mercy of the Adminis-
tration of the day.

Mr. MACKENZIE : There is no
objection at all to the production of the
papers the hon. gentleman calls for.
With regard to the former part of the
motion, the contract was let early in

1873, and the papers, therefore, go,
back some years. With regard to the
latter portion of it, Mr. Ross, on the
9th September, applied for permission
to retire from the contract. That
application was submitted to Mr.
Perley, the Engineer of the Depart-
ment, with the simple query, " Is this
" work nearly completed ? Do you sec
"any objection to this ?" On the 25th
September, Mr. Perley stated in reply
that there was no objection to Mr.
Ross being relieved from his share of
the responsibility. Mr. Ross was then
applied to in the usual forni to procure
the consent of the sureties to his
retirement, without which he could
not be permitted to retire, in order
that the Government mightretain hold
of the contracting form. On the 29th
October, Mr. Ross, for some reason or
other, withdrew bis application to-
retire from the contract, and that is
the last paper in our possession. The
papers will be brought down, I pre-
sume, on Monday or Tuesday.

Motion agreed to.

DISMIISSALS FROM OFFICE.

MOTION FOR CORREsPONDENCE.

Mr. CAMPBELL moved for a return
of correspondence with John Baine,
Angus Morrison and Charles L. Camp-
bell regarding their dismissal from
office as seizing and landing officers at
Great Bras d'Or, and the reasons for
said dismissals. He said the bon. the
Premier had announced that no officials
should be removed, except for reasons
assigned. The dismissal of these men.
however, was scarcely in pursuance of
that policy. The men did not know
on what grounds they were removed.
The persons who succeeded them were
receiving 50 per cent. more salary,
which was scarcely in accord with the
professions of economy and retrench-
ment made by hon. gentlemen opposite.
He did not approve of the hon. the
Premier announcing one policy and
acting upon another. The real reason
of those dismissals was a bargain made
by the Minister of Militia with the
contractor, that all subordinates who
did not vote for the Government should
be discharged.

Mr. BURPEE said one of the men
referred to was 68 years cld, and
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another 74 or 75. Whatever action
was taken in the matter was on the
recommendation of the Inspector. The
Department knew nothing about
politics. One of the officials referred
to only received $60 ayear, which was
not enough for any one to make a
complaint about. If the hon. gentle-
man had examined the matter more
closely, he would have perceived that,
instead of there being an increase of
salaries at that port, there was a con-
siderable reduction. Mr. Campbeli's
dismissal was recommended by the
Inspector and consented to by the gen-
tleman himself, who considered that
his services at his business were worth
a great deal more to him than his
salary as an official of the country.

Mr. TUPPER: I think the House
will listen with zreat surprise to the
explanation just offered by the hon.
the Minister of Customs. As my hon.
friend the member for Victoria has
stated, the hon. the leader of the
Government said in his place in this
House that the settled policy of this
Administration was to permit the
displacement of no official from office
except for reasons assigned, and that
apart for any political consideration.
Now, the hon. member for Victoria
says: "I came here as your supporter
a year or two ago, and I gave you an
independent support on every question
-on whieh it was in my power to do so.
Where I conscientiously differed from
you, where I considered vour views
.and principles and policy contrary to
the interests of the country, I was
reluctantly compelled, as an indepen-
dent member of the bouse, to refuse
my support. For that reason I am
made to suffer the penalty. My son,
holding a small subordinate position,
bas been displaced and dishonoured-
as far as the Government can do it---
not because he failed in any duty to his
country, but because I would not
become the tool and instrument and
,slave of a corrupt Administration."
That is the declaration, that is the
charge, which my hon. friend has
made against the Ministry in this
House. He says: " My friends who
supported me, my son, who gave me
his vote, are deprived of small offices
hold at the hands of the Government---
driven out of publie office and other

Mr. BURPEE.

men put in their place. With a view
of saving money ? No. My friends,
who gave me an independent support
are deprived of office, and three sup-
porters of this Administration are put
in their places at a largely incrcased
cost to the country." Those men were
driven out of office vithout a charge
assigned. Ail the disgrace, all the
obloquy, all the punishment that the
Governnent can inflict upon them is
inflicted; and when the hon. member
asks for an explanation, the Minister
of Customs tells -s that it was on the
report of an inspector. Is the charac-
tor of a public servant in this country
corne to this? Are the reputations
of the public servants corne to this--
that they are to bo struck down and
deprived of offie and driven out of
office, after having exercised their froe
and independent franchise, on the
report of a pliant inspector ? I say
that is not the spirit of the public
service of this country. I rejoice
to know that both the great parties of
this country have been compelled by
an independent public sentiment to re-
fuse to accept or acknowledge such a
doctrine ; and I believe, wherever it is
attempted to be practised by anybody,
it will be visited, as it ought to be, in
the interest of the people of this coun-
try, by the universal condemnat ion of
men of all parties. My lion. friend says
that a Minister of the Crown went
down and made a bargain with a pub-
lic contractor, relieving him of his con-
tract ; and thon the press supported
the Government and came out with
their challenges to the opposition to
" Corne on !" There was the Govern-
ment candidate, the man who yestér-
day was a public contractor, who was
outspoken as a denunciator of the Gov-
ernment. lie is interviewed by a
Minister, and is relieved of his con-
tract. The hon. gentlemen on the
other side have sometimes taunted me
by saying that I stood alone and un-
supported in this House ; and yet,
when they felt called upon to fill a ju-
dicial appointment, did the Minister
of Justice select a man prominent for
his legal talents and qualifications ?
Lot them ask their supporter, the hon.
member for Cape Breton, if the selec-
tion was made on that account. Why,
Sir, the paper which the hon. gente-
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man is supposed to inspire and edit
proclaimed to the people of this coun-
try that the judicial office was filled
not on account of the attainments of
the person who filled it. What hap-
pened in the matter under discussion ?
My hon. friend, who formerly repre-
sented the county, on going down to
the city of Halifax in connection with
his business, was asked to come for-
ward; but he declined. Ie said his
business would not permit him, and
knowing that the countv was safe to
exercise a free and independent
opiinion, he refused. The hon. gentle-
man who was returned by a large
raajority carne here as an independent
reproerentative ; but it was stated on
the hustings, as it was on the floor of
this House, that his opponent was not
a free main. Is it any wonder that the
hon. genuerman tells the Administra-
tion it was beneatli them to carry down
this feeling of revenge to matters so
snall and unworthy ? He expressed a
sentiment that w-ill be re-echoed from
one end of the ceountry to the other. I
tell the Administration it is by acts of
that character, undeserving the sup-
port of anybody, that this overwhelm-
ing change in public sentiment all
over the conntry, wherever the free
and independent voice of the people
gets an opportunity of being heard, is
accounted for.

Mr. MACKENZIE : The character-
istic reply or speech of the hon. gen-
ileman will surprise none of those who
are used to hearing him. The hon.
gentlenan assumes, as a matter of
faet, that these men were dis-
missed for political roasons, when
he was told that they were not.
The hon. gentleman bases his whole
speech uion this false assumption. If
the hon. gentleman were honest and
fair in his expression of opinion. he
would sav that this Governient have
shown thle utmost possible forbearance
to the people whom lie, a month before
ho wont out of office, appointed to
positions in his own Province. Every
person knows that he replaced the
inspecter a few days before lie loft
office; now he chooses to affect ignor-
ance of him. It is a fact that this
Government did not dismiss a single
individual, fror one end of the country
t0 the other, for political reasons,

strongly as we were pre'ssed by the
scandalous conduct of the Ministry who
preceded us to do something of that
kind. Yet thehon. gentleman lias re-
warded us by this coarse abuse in which
he from time to time indulges in the
House. We have endeavoured to act
upon the principle that no person
should be dismissed for political rea-
sons, unless he was charged with some-
thing else that vould afford a proper
reason rather than an excuse for his
dismissal. I have known, under the
old Government, a public officer occu-
pying a high position taking the course
on a public platform of advocating the
cause of the Government of which lie
was a servant. Hias any one known
of any such scandalous abuse of
office under this Administration ?
The bon. gentleman says that the hon.
the Minister of Militia did not rise and
explain the matter and contradict the
charges. The proper and regular steps
were takon at the time in the matter.
If the gentleman who was a candidate
had been clected without giving up his
contract, ho would have been disquali-
fied. When the hon. gentleman from
Cumberland chooses to say that this
Adrministration has lost the confidence
of the country, he vill find, notwith-
standing the extrene depression which
has prevailed, notwithstanding the
difficulty which the Government have
had to contend with, that the
Administration and the supporters
of it, possess the full confidence of this
country, and that the other members
of this House are quite as capable of
appreciating the value of the publie
opinion of' this country as the lion.
gentleman himself.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) : The
hon. member for Cumberland -peaks
of political influence being used by or
against public officials. I gave direct
instructions, immediately on my tak-
ing office, that not one of the officials,
from the highest to the lowest, was to
be interfered with on account of his
polities. I do not now know anything
about the political opinions of the em-
ployés in my department.

Mr. VAIL : As my name lias been
brought prominently forward, it may
be necessary for me to make a few ob-
vations in order that the House should
understand hiow far I am responsible
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for the charges macle against me. The
hon. member for Victoria, I believe, on
the hustings at Baddeck, took advan-
tage of the opportunity, in presence of
the then candidate. Mr. Ross, to state
that an improper bargain had been
made by the Dominion Government,
whereby Mr. Ross was to receive
$50,000 for extras on the Ingonish
Breakwater contract, provided he would
come forward as the Government can-
didate. And, notwithstanding that
Mr. Ross gave this a prompt denial,
the lion. momber for Victoria has con-
tinued to repeat it up to the present
time. When the hon. momber for Vic-
toria addressed the House, the matter
seemed to be of so little importance
that I thought it hardly necessary to
occupy the time of the House by a re-
ply; but, as the bon member for Cum-
berland bas thought proper to refer to
it, I may be pardoned for expressing
a little surprise that the hon. member
should so suddenly work himself up to
a fover heat, and accept the statement
of the hon. member fbr Victoria as a
fact, and charge the Minister of Militia
with having gone down to the county
and made a corrupt bargain with
Mr. Ross to get him to becomo
a candidate. I say I am amazed
and astonished beyond measure,
that the bon. gentleman, with all his
experience in public life, and well
knowing how little reliance is to be
placed on rumours circulated at the
time of an election, would dare to got
up in the presenco of the members of
this House, and endorse the statement
that I had made a corrupt bargain
with a Government contractor. As I
have already said, the grievance of
the bon. member for Victoria seemed
so insignificant and frivolous that I
determined to make no reply, but, as
the hon. member for Cumberland bas
taken the case up, continued silence
on my part might be misinterpreted
by my opponents and misunderstood
by my friends, and it is therefore quite
proper that I should state a few facts
in connection with this matter. There
was a rumour, before I left Ottawa for
Nova Scotia, that Mr. Ross intended
to run for the county in the Govçrn-
ment interest. When I mentioned it
to my hon. friend the Premier, he at
once said: " He cannot be a c:mididate;

Mr. VAIL.

he is a contracter, and consequently
ineligible." I then thought it incum-
bent on me to explain to Mr. Ross
that, unless his contract was completed,
he could not bo a candidate, and I so
stated it to Mr. Ross when I saw hini
at Truro; since which time I have had
no correspondence with him in refor-
once to the coatract. If, after that
statement, the hon. member for
Cumberland will get up and repeat
his allegation, I think we may
very properly conclude that his
capability for stating things that have
very little foundation in fact bas not
been over-rated. My bon. friend
has referred to another inatter in con-
noction with the dismissal of customs
officials in the county of Victoria. This
I know nothing about, but I think he
is the last member in this louse who
should condemn it, after the Minister
of Custorms had stated that, to the best
of his recollection, they wore removed
on the report of Mr. Kerr, who, it is
well known, was appointed by the hon.
gentleman himsolf only a few days
before ho left office, and who, I am in-
formed, is a brother-in-law of the hon.
member.

Mr. TUPPER: The gentleman is no
connection of mine whatever.

Mr. VAIL: This may b true, but
at all events this gentleman was re-
noved from the office of Collector of

Customs at Amherst, and made In-
spector, in order to make place for tho
hon. gentleman's brother as collectoi
at that port; so, if this be true; and wo
all know it is, the hon. inember for
Cumberland should not find fault with
the Government for adopting Mr.
Kerr's recommendation. The lion.
member for Cumberland, when charg-
ing me with making a corrupt bargain
with a public contractor, thought pro-
per to denounce the Government in very
strong language for using the power
they had over the officials and servants
for political purposes ; but the hon.
member need not expect that, with his
public record in regard to public of-
ficials, the present Government need
be afraid of anything ho may
say seriously affecting them in the
country, for it is proverbial in
Nova Scotia that no election took
place there during the reign of
the late Government, cither for the
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)ominion or Local elections when the
Dominion officials were not marshalled
in full force in favour of the Dominion
Government and against the Local
Government of' Nova Scotia. In fact,
it is well known that a letter was
-written by the Minister of Customs to
the Customs' officials at Halifax, re-
questing them to go and vote for the
Governmeit, and yet the lion. member
f'or Cumberland would have us believe
that the present is the most corrupt
Governnent that ever existed. In
tonclusion, let me tell the House there
was nothing in connection witi the
Victoria election from the beginning
to the end that I would object to writ-
ing out and laying on the table to be
read by every member of the House.

Mr. MACKENZIE suggested that it
was scarcely worth while for the Hlouse
to meet again after six.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: In
Ihat case, I will move the adjournment
of the debate.

Motion to adjourn Debate agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCEL-
LENCY.

THE EsTIMATES.

Mr. CARTWRIGIIT delivered a
Message from His Exeellency.

Mr. SPEAKER read the Message,
and it is as follows:-
"DUFFERIN:

"The Governor General transmits to the
flouse of Commons estimates of sums requir-
cd for the service of the Dominion for the
year ending 30th June, 1878, and, in accor-
dance with the provisions of the Britisi
Northî American Act of1867, lie recommends
these estirnates to the House of Commons.

"GOVERNMENT HOUSE, Ottawa.
"16th February, 1877."

House adjourned at
Six o'clock.

10 USE OF COMMONS.

Mfonday, 19th Feb., 1877.
The Speaker took the chair at Three

o'elock.

PETITIONS FRO[ UNITED
STATES CITIZENS.

SPEAKER's RULING.

Motion being made, " That the peti-
tions of the several Boards of Trade,

of the City of Detroit, U. S., of the
City of Chicago, U. S., of the City of
Oswego, U.S., of the City of Toledo, -U.
S., of the Ci:y of Cleveland, U. S., and
of the Chamber of Commerce of the
City of Milwaukee, U. S., severally
praying for some mitigation of the
evils attendant upon the detention of
steamers and vessels with passen-
gers, crews. and cargoes upon the can-
als from Saturday night until Monday
morning, be now received,"

Mr. SPEAKJER said: These are the
petitions to which I drew the attention
of hon. members on both sides of the
Ilouse when they were laid on the
table. They are petitions from citizens
of the Un ited States, asking us to make
certain changes or alterations in our
internal arrangements. My impres-
sion is that citizens of the United
States or other aliens have no right
whatever to petition this House, and
that this House ought not to receive
petitions from the citizens of a foreign
country who are not living in this
country at the time of presentation.
The case brought before the English
Ilouse of Commons to which I referred
will be found in a paper now lying on
the table, and I would ask the senior
members of both sides of the House to
direct their attention to this matter, so
that we may lay down some fixed rule
for the future guidance of Parliament.
Nodoubt petitions of this character will
come Session after Session, and it is one
of those matters which ought to be
dealt with. My own opinion, and it is
a very strong one, is that the petitions
ought not to be received.

Mr. HOLTON: What is the prayer
of the petitions ?

Mr. SPEAKER: The prayer isthat
certain alterations be made in relation
to the regulation of our' canals. Steam-
ers haveto be stopped on Sundays and
it is prayed that this be changed,-
something to that effect. If hon. mem-
bers have no objection or suggestion to
make, I shall rule that these petitions
ought not to be rece ved. That is the
distinct ruling in the Boulogne case in
the English House of Commons.

Mr. IOLTON: In that case, al-
though the Committee did not give
reasons for the conclusions they ar-
rived at, they gave the evidence leading
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up to the coniclusion-that such petitions
ought not to be received. I think the

Louse will sustain you, Sir, in the de-
casion.

Mr. SPEAKER decided: That these
petitions can not bc recei'.'ed, on the
ground that aliens, not resident in this
country, have no right to petition this
Parliament, and that this House cai
not receive any petitions from such
persons.

PRAYERS IN THE IOUSE.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE CONCURRED IN.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) pro-
sented the Report of the Special Com-
nittee appointed to consider and re-

port the desirability of using a form of

prayer in this cham ber, which was
read.

Mr. MACDONALI) (Toron to)
moved concurrence in the said report.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. SPEAKER said he thought

therc should bc a distinct understand-
ing as to when the prayers should be
read--whether before the doors were
opened or afterwards.

Mr. IOLTON said it was the prac-
tice in the Senate to bave the prayers
before the doors were opened.

Mr. )YMO) said that was also
the practice iii the English Parlia-
ment.

Mi. SPEAKER said ho thought
some hon. gentlemen niight desire the
occupants of the galleries to be present.

Mr». IIOLTON said the reason for
reading prayers before the doors were
opened was obvious. They had matters
of domestie concern to consider before
the galleries were opened, and neces-
sarily the tine for prayers should bc at
the first stage of the proceedings.

Mr. CURRIER said it should also
be understood whether the prayers
were to bc read in both languages or
only in English. le thought they
should be read in both languages.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is for the
House to determine.

Mr. MASSON said he thought the
French nemabers should understand
that the pravers, should bc rend in
English only, when the Speaker used

Mr. JIOLTON.

that language. Some parties desired
that they should be read by the Clerk
ol* the Hlouse, but, speaking for him-
self, as a Catholic member, ho thought
the First Commoner should perform
the duty. le did not care about the
prayers being read in French if the
Speaker could not read that language.

M1r. L ANGEVIN said he objected toý
French mnembers waivin 'g their ri'gh t,
and would insist uipon the prayers
being read in French.

Mr. MASSON said he d id not wish
to wa.ive any right, but lie did nlot
cOlsi dri the prayers as an ordinary
procecding. It was niot a question of
translation, but of prayer.

Mr. LAURIER said ho concurred
with the hon. member for Terrebonne.
No rights were involved in the
question ; it was sinply a matter of
reverence and decorum. The Divinity
could bc invoked as well in the English
lianguage as in the French.

Mr. SPEAKER said the matter
was not introduced in order to raise an
unpleasant discussion; ho simply
thought there should be a clear under-
standing on all points involved. If he
could read French acceptably to the
hon. members ho would have no hesi-
tation in doing so.

Several HON. MEMBERS: Trv.
Mr. SPEAKER: No, I shall not

make any attempt; it would be
ludicrous.

Mr. FARIIROW said he thought all
members should observe the saine
custom, as, if some sat down and others
knelt. it would appear unseemly. He
thought it an important matter.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI) said
ho would suggest that. under the cir-
camstances, the subjecet should be
deferred until the members speaking
the French language could come to
some conclusion on the matter.

Mr-. MJLLS said, as the prayer w-as
addressed to the Almighty and not to
the House, ho did not see why any
difficulty should arise.

Mr. DESJARDINS said ho did not
think any language should bc imposed
upon hon. members. For his part, as
a member of the Committee and as a
Catholic and French Canadian member

Prlayers in the Hfouse.
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of the House, he did not abandon his
rights as to the use of his own lan.

guage, but, nevertheless, bis desire
was that the question should b ami-
cably settled.

Mr. IOLTON suggested a solution
of this somewhat delicate matter.
Both languages were on a footing of
perfect equality in all their proceed-
ings. As bis lion. friend the Minister
of the Interior had just said, it was
not a question of legislative proceed-
ings. The language of the present
Speaker was English, and it would be
very indelicate to insist on the render-
ing of the prayers into French by
himïî. In the ordinary course of things,
ihe Speaker's chair would yet be filled
by a gentleman whose native tongue
was French, and, when that time came
it would be but natural and proper to
have the prayers read in French. lie
thought that the French Canadian
inembers would acquiesce in the
propriety of this arrangement.

Mr. CAUCHON said lie considered
that the objection raised by the hon.
member fron Terrebonne showed the
difficulty of the position. If the hon.
member did not want a translation,
and if the Speaker could not rend
F'rench, how was the diffieulty to be
settled ?---then they would have no
prayer at all. Of course, lie felt that
they could do without it; still he would
submit to the decision of the majority.
No objection could be raised to the
reading of the Lord's Prayer. The
versions were al[ translations, and the
only course to be taken was to make
them as aceurate as they could. For
bis part, ho would prefer the reading
of the prayers by the Speaker, who,
if French, should read them in French,
the Clerk reading the English version,
and vice versa; unless the Speaker was
faniliar with both languages.

Mi. MASSON said that it was not a
question of translation. The real dif-
ticulty lay in the propriety of the
Clerk, an employé, reading the prayer.
A translation by the Clerk would be
as good as one by the Speaker, but a
prî"ayer should not be treated like an
ordinary document.

Mr. BLAKE read from the Rules of
the House an extract to the effect that
either language could be used in the

debates. and that both languages
should be employed in the respective
Records and Journals of the House,
both being obligatory in the latter
sense. The Clerk, when the Speaker was
nlot familiar with both tongues, rend
in one or the other language, as the
case might be. He quite agreed with
the hon. member for Terrebonne that
it wold be degrading the prayers to
the level of a document or journal or
something to be translated for the in-
formation of nembers, if they were to
be read in one language by the Clerk.
The Speaker could use the language
with -which ho was most familiar, and,
in that with which lie vas least fami-
liar, they should assist him as best
they could.

Mr. CARON said that several mem-
bers on his side of the Ilouse did not
understand Englisb, and of course the
matter of addressing a prayer to the
Almighty was a matter of such impor-
tance that these members should at
least understand what they N ere doing.

Mir. ROBINSON said ho would
infinitely prefer the course he under-
stood his bon. friend from North York
to suggest-quiet, individual, unseen,
and unheard prayer. He feared, from
what he had heard, that the reading of'
prayers would degenerate into mere
lip service.

Mi. MACKENZIE said that it mighît
be well that copies of the )rayers
printed in both English and French,
should be laid on the desk of each
member, in order that hon. gentlemen
might follow tlhem when read by the
Speaker. This might meet the diffi
culty.

Mr. SPEAKER said it had ocecuirred
to him during the debate that a
translation of the prayers should bc
prepared under the careful supervision
of members of the House, who were
competent to judge of its accuracy.
This might be printed in the Votes and
Proceedings on the first day of each
Session, and thus hon. gentlemen, if
they chose, could be furnished witlh a
copy. The Speaker should also read
the prayers in the language with
which lie was most familiar. If they
were read first in English, and after-
wards in French, ho was afraid that,
owing to the length of this proceeding,
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the practice either of avoiding prayers,
or of paying little attention to them in
one or other of these languages, would
in the course of time begin to prevail,
creating a scandal among members
and the public.

1eport ordered to be amended accord-
ing to Mr. Speaker's suggestions.

Motion agreed to, and Report, as
amended, concurred in.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally
introduced and read thefirst time

Bill (No. 7) To amend the Act
respecting Weights and Measures.-
(iMr. Bolduc.)

Bill (No. 8) Respecting the St.
Francis and Megantic International
Railway Company.-(Mr. Brooks.)

Bill (No. 9) Respecting the Canada
Southern Bridge Company. - (Mr.
Casey.)

Bill (No. 10) To amend the Act
incorporating the London and Canada
Bank.--(Mr. Burk.)

Bill (No. 11) To amend the Insolvent
Act of 1875, with reference to liabili-
ties between traders and non-traders.)
----(Mr. Landerkin.)

Bill (No. 12) To grant additional
powers to the Springhill and Parrs-
borough Coal and Railway Company
(Limited.)----(Mr. Domville.)

THE ESTIMATES.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved:

" That the message of His Excellency
the Governor General presented to the
House on Fri day last, and the Estimates
accoipanying the same, be refèrred to the
Committee of Supply."

Motion agreed to.

RECEPTION OF PRIVATE BILLS.

MOTION TO EXTEND TIME.

Mr. RYMAL moved:

" That the time for the reception of Pri-
vate Bills and Reports thereon be extended
for a period of ten days."

Mr. BLAKE said it might be as
well publicly to state that the feeling
of the Hiouse in favour of this exten-

Mr. SPEAKzR.

sion existed only because this was the
first Session succeeding the adoption
of the new rules, the real
benefit and advantage of which
would be almost entirely lost if
the system of extending the period in
question should prevail. Although hie
did not really see the grounds of excuse
on this occasion, if the special pre-
cautions of which the Speaker had
spoken on a former occasion in this
relation bad been observed, yet, as the
Bills received were so few in number,
there was room for the supposition
tjhat some misapprehension was en-
tertained on the subject. He hoped,
however, that this would be the last
time such an indulgence would be
granted.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
that, on this point, ho quite agreed
with his hon. friend the Minister of
Justice.

Mr. BLANCHET said the Committee
on Standing Orders had only been or-
ganized on Friday last, and the two
Committees on Private Bills and on
Railways on Saturday last, and, if the
time for presenting Bills expired next
Thursday, the Committee on Standing
Orders would have to examine between
fifty and sixty petitions between this
date and Thursday. He consequently
hoped that his hon. friend the Premier,
who was so remarkable for his diligence,
would see that the rules were observed
next year, and that the Committees
were organized at an earlier period.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he quite con-
curred in the observations of the hon.
member for Bellechasse. 11e remem-
bered that on Tuesday, the fourth day
of the Session, he had moved that the
Committee on Standing Orders should
at once be approved of, not waiting
even until the names were printed.
This Committee might, therefore, have
been organized on that evening or on
Thursday morning last. It was per-
haps his duty to see that the organiza-
tion had taken place; but, of course,
the Committee could report on any
number of petitions each day, as they
were able to attend to them. He
really thought, however, that no tine
had been lost in consequence of non-
organization.

Motion agreed to.

(COMMONS.] Business.
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SUPPLY.

III.-CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

House resolved itself into Committee
of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

2. The Governor General's Seo-
retary's Office...........$7,950

louse resuned.

i MMIGRATION AND COLONIZA-
TION COMMITTEE.

EXPLANATION.

Mr. TROW said he rose to a ques-
tion of privilege. On the organization
of the Committee on Immigration and
Colonization, of which ho had the
honour of being Chairman, he had
made a few remarks regarding su bjects
which possibly would be worthy of
consideration during the Session. In-
advertently, however, the sense of bis
statements had been misconstrued in
the reports of the Ottawa Frce Press.
le was reported to have said that he
did not desire to encourage immigra-
tion, but what he did say was that it
was desirable that immigration should
be encouraged by the Government, and
that this country possessed a large
tract of land suitable for colonization.
le was further reported to have said
that ho did not desire to encourage the
immigration of tenant farmers from
Ireland, but in reality ho had stated
the exact contraiy. Centralization was
the order of the day in Ireland, and
tenants were in consequence obliged to
abandon holdings and leave that coun-
try, and the settlement ot this class
amongst us was very desirable. He
was, in addition, reported te have said
that on visiting Prince Edward Island
recently he had found a large field open
there for immigration, and that the
Government of Prince Edward Island
were offering free grants of land te
settlers. What ho really did say was
that the land of this Island was arable
and fertile, and that there was an
Opening in the Province for a small
immigration, and that land was to be
obtained there from the Government
at a very cheap and reasonable figmo.
ie only wished to place himself right
before the country regarding this
matter.

THE JESUITS' BARRACKS.

QUESTION AND REMARKS.

Mr. MASSON, with reference to
the correspondence relating to the
Jesuits' Barracks, said it would be re-
membered that ho had asked for it
towards the end of last Session. The
Premier then stated it was quite im-
possible to bring it down, as the corres-
pondence was not closed. He was
informed that a portion of it was dated
the 5th of April, but ho now saw in
the return submitted that no part of
it was dated the 5th of April, 1876.
He now asked whether the correspon-
dence had been in progress on that
date, as the Premier had represented.
If it had not been going on at that
time, as was bis opinion, be was sure
that the Premier had not intentionally
deceived him, but that he had himself
been deceived by someone.

Mr. MACKENZIE said le thought
the hon. member should have
spoken to him privately regarding
this subject. The fact was that corres-
pondence had been in progress about
two buildings in Quebec, the Chateau
St. Louis, and the Jesuits' Barracks;
and he had mistaken one for the other.
He had brought with him papers re-
lating to both subjeets.

Mr. AMASSON said he supposed that
the correspondence of the 5th of April
related to the Chateau St. Leuis.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had net
said so. The hon. gentleman had not
given notice of his intention to bring
the matter up, and bad not observed
the courtesy usual between gentlemen
sitting on either side of the House, in
calling attention to the discrepancy,
which it was quite impossible to cor-
rect on the spur of the moment.

Mr. MASSON said ho had shown no
discourtesy. He had alluded to the
matter publicly two days ago, and it
was now too late to say that ho had
not observed the rules of courtesy.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman had not explained the mat-
ter to him. The hon. gentleman had
only stated that the papers were not
complete. He might have made a mis-
take through having been incorrectly
informcd. If the hon. gentleman had

Business. 97î-Routine



98 Routine

come to him privately, lie would have
given him an explanation. As it was,
he could only afford the hon. gentle-
man the explanation that all the papers
had been brought down.

Mr. MASSON said he would not
remain under the imputation of not
having informed the hon. gentleman of
his intentions. He had previously told
the hon. gentleman that he desired to
obtain the correspondence which he
had been led to understand had passed
on the 5th of April. The hon. gentle-
man might have misunderstood him,
but he had certainly made such a
statement.

MAITLAND INSURANCE COM-
PANY INCORPORATION BILL.

[BILL No. 6.]

(Mr. Goudge.)

SECOND READING.

Bill (No. 6) to incorporate the
Maitland Marine Insurance Company,
read the second time.

MAIL TO WEST INDIES.

QUESTION.

Mr. FORBES asked whether any
arrangement had been made to afford
more frequent mail communication
between the Dominion and the British
and foreign West Indies in the future
than there was at present.

Mr. HUNTINGTON: No such ar-
rangement has been made.

BAYFIELD HARBOUR, LAKE
HURON.

QUESTION.

Mr. GREENWAY asked whether it
was the intention of the Government
to place in the Estimates a sum suf-
licient to protect work already donc
and further improve Bayfield iarbour,
on Lake Huron.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The lion. gen-
tleman will observe by the Estimates
that no appropriation is being asked
for that purpose.

Mr. MACKENZIE.

STEAMERS BETWEEN ONTARIOY
AND CAPE BRETON.

QUESTION.

Mr. Mc DONALD (Cape Breton)
asked whether it was the intention of
the Government to subsidize a line of
steamers to run between ports in the
Province of Ontario and ports in the
Island of Cape Breton, the coming
summer.

Mr. MACKENZ[E: It has not been
under the consideration of the Govern-
ment at all.

NORTII-WESTERN BOUNDARY
OF ONTARIO.

QUESTION.

Mr. MASSON asked what progress
had been made towards the settlement
of the question of the North-Western
boundary of the Province of Ontario.

Mr. BLAKE said that, as the hon.
gentleman was already aware, Arbi-
trators had been appointed-Judge
Wilmot by the Dominion Government,
and the Chief Justice of Ontario by the
Government of Ontario. Upon the
latter gentleman assuming a position
in the Supreme Court, lie resigned, and
the Government of Ontario appointed
the present Chief Justice of Ontario in
bis place. An understanding had been
reached between the two Governments,
by which Sir Edward Thornton, the-
British Minister at Washington, would
probably act as the third Commissioner
or Arbitrator. Considerable progress
had been made, and this Government
bad been for some time investigating
the case and mastering the details,
which necessitated many papers being
searched. Communication had been
going on for some time past with the
Government Agent in England, and
other authorities, to complete, as far
as possible, the information on that
subject, and it was probable that the
question might be disposed of in the
ensuing summer or falil.

TiTE-DE-BRULE INDIANS.

QUESTION.

Mr. GILL asked whether it was to
the knowledge of the Government

(COMbKONS.] Business.
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that there was to be found on the upper
part of the River St. Maurice, in the
Province of Quebec, a tribe of Indians
called Tête-de-Bruile, numbering about
200 souls; that their hunting grounds
had been overrun by lumbermen with-
out any compensation ; that they had
never received anything from the
Crown ; and whether it was the in-
tention of the Government to grant
them any assistance in their poverty,
and to give them the same protection
as was given to all other Inidians.

Mr. MILLS said it was within the
knowledge of the Government that
there was such a tribe of Indians as
the Tète-de-Brule tribe of the number
stated. It was not within their know-
ledge that their hunting grouînds had
been overrun by lumbermen. These
Indians had a IReserve or a hunîîting
ground of 14,000 square miles, at the
head of the River St. Maurice. The
Govern ment had been informed some-
time in October that they were suffer-
ing fron want of food, and aid had been
given by them tlhrough the Hudson
Bay Company. They did not know
whether the Company had been making
any depredations upon the reserve, or
whethe- the >rol>erty reserved was
the property of the Indians, or whether
it w'as land upon vih ich the Indian title
was not extinet.

COUNTY COURT JUIDGE
LEEDS AND GRENVILLE.

OF

QUESTION.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
when the office of Judge of the County
Court for the counties of Leeds and
Grenville became vacant, and whether
it was the intention of the Government
to appoint a successor, and if so, when ?

Mr. BLAKE said he was not in the
Government at the time of the decease
of the late Judge of the County Court
for the counties of Leeds and Gren-
ville, but he understood from the papers
that ho died on the 1lth January, 1875.
le was informed that, two or three
months after his decease, the First Min-
ister received a letter from the junior
Judge informing him that a settlement
had been arrived at by which the duties
of the district could be discharged. He
did not think it in the public interest
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at that time, without further complaint,
of the inefficiency of the administration
of the law, to appoint another Judge.
Since that time. no such representation
had been made to him from any quar-
ter.

REPLY TO THE ADDRESS.

31ESSAGE FROM 111 EXCELLENCY.

Mr. MACKENZIE delivered a Mes-
sage from His Excellency.

Mr. SPEAKER read the Message,
and it is as follows:-

"DUFFERIN.

"entlemen of the House of comons:-
"I thank you for your loyal :ddress, ani

Ibr the assurance it con veys thiat the rnea-
sures to be submitted to vou will receive
your earnest attention.

"GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
"OTTAWA, 17th February, 1877.-

T[, IIOE HOUR OF ADJOURNM ENT.

i RESOLUTION.

Mr. BLAIN moved:
" That it be au Order of the House that if

at the hour of 10 o'clock p.n., the business
of the day lie not concluded, Mr. Speaker
shall leave the chair and the House shal
stand adjourned until its next regular meet-
ing unless it be otherwise resol ved by a
majoritv of the miembers present at th at hour,
and in case anv desire to continue in session,
Mr. Speaker slall, on being requested by not
less than five mnmbers, put the question
without debate."

le said that last Session, when the
rules ofthe Ilouse were under consi-
deration, ho had to draw attention to
to this subject. le thought it was
generally the feeling at that time-and
as far as he could ascertain it was the
same now-that some change should
be made in the sittings of the House.
He had thought that probably they
might have made some change in the
hour when the House met, and he had
intended to include that in his motion;
but when ho came to examine it he
found he was not able to do it. He
was afraid that a private member might
not ho able to bring up that motion pro-
perly before the House,as the concur-
rence of the Government would have
to be obtained, as it seemed to him
that some change in the constitution
of the Standing Cormittees would be.
required. It occurred to him that, if

Routine
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the number of memubers of the Com-
mittees were reduced to one-half, one-
fourth or one-sixth the number ar-
ranged at present, they would be
altogether more efficient than they
were. There were nine Standing
Committees, and he was prepared to
say that more business would be ac-
complished if they were divided up
into thirty. It had been bis experi-
ence that large Committees were
rather a hindrance to business than an
assistance to it. If he had had an
opportunity of consulting the Govern-
ment before ho put his notice on the
paper, he might have asked them to
consider that branch of the case, and
parcel out the business by referring
different portions to various sub-divi-
sions of Committees. But, as ho was
not able to do that, and as the matter
must necessarily rest with the Govern-
ment, all that ho could do was to bring
up the motion in the form it was,
and to ask the Government and tcle
House whether it was not desirable that
a time for adjournmentshould be fixed,
without interfering in any way with
the rule they now had of commencing
ut three o'clock in the afternoon. He
did not desire to dictate to the House
the hour when it should adjourn. It was
necessory in bis notice of motion
to mention some hour in order
that a discussion might be raised;
but ho had no intention of fixing,
arbitrarily, the hour. He desired
mercly to elicit an opinioa as to
a suitable hour for retiring. Be
fbund, on looking at the rules of some
other deliberative bodies, what might
have been expected, that there was
no fixed hour in any of them. The
House must necessarily have the power
of meeting and adjourning when it
pleased; the majority had the matter
at its disposal, and it was one of eus-
tom rather than a settled rule. The
rule in England was that, after a cer-
tain hour, no business which would
cause opposition was taken up. But
this limited the kind of business and it
did not deal with the general question
of the sittings of the fouse. It seem-
cd to be the custom in the United
States Congress to meet sometimes at
two, sometimes at half-past two, and
sometimes ut three o'clock in the after-
noon : and they seemed to retire early-

Mr. BLAIN.

Adjournnent.

the House adjourning apparently be-
fore six o'clock ae a rule- !le believed,
however, that Congress sat consid-
erably later, if the business required it.
The French system seemed somewhat
similar. There was no rule, but the
custom of the Assembly seemed to be
to that effect. In England, the custom
was to sit late at night, and ho thought
in this House they had followed out
that custom last Session to its full
extent. He did not think it
necessary to mention that nearly
all the members were more or less in-
jured by the late sittings of the House.
They knew that there were some of
their most valuable members absent
from their seats that day whose decease,
if not brought on, was quickened
materially by the badly ventilated con-
dition of the House. He thought ho
might safely say that after eleven
o'clock the business of the House was
not properly attended to. He thought
they would accomplish as much in
pushing forward business if they ad-
journed at eleven o'clock as if they ad-
journed at twelve. His recollection was
that, last session, there were few mem-
bers who remained until the flouse
adjourned, and very frequently the
most active members ofthe Committees
had to leave before the end of the
sitting.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he believed
there was a general desire that the
House should adjourn at an earlier
hour than it did last Session. Although,
for the first two weeks, they might
adjourn at ten and eleven o'clock,
it might be very inconvenient to
make it a rule to adjourn at
so eaÈly an hour as ten o'clock.
Important debates might be going
on, and it would be unwise to
interrupt them, and public business
might suffer. Then hon. gentlemen
might, as they did last Session, enter
into a struggle with himself as to who
could sit longest, in which case he
thought he was able to meet them at
any time. He would suggest that the
bon. gentleman should amend bis
motion by changing " ten o'clock " to
"eleven o'clock."

Sir JOHlN A. MACDONALD: I
don't think my hon. friend eau alter
the motion in that way.
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Mr. MACKENZIE suggested that
the motion be amended so as to read
"That it be an Order of the House
that if, at the hour of eleven o'clock
p.m., the business of the day be not
concluded, Mr. Speaker shall announce
his intention of leaving the chair,
and, in case five mombers object, shall
put the question without debate." If
any Order of the House was adopted,
it must have a little more elasticity
,han the motion the bon. gentleman
had proposed. It might be desirable
that it should be understood that the
House should adjourn earlier than it
had been in the habit of doing for
some Sessions back. This, it seemed
to him, might be reached without
placing any Order upon the Minutes.
He would be glad to h'ear what hon.
gentlemen opposite had to say upon
the matter.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
at his age lie would be as ready to ad-
journ early as any member of the
louse, but he thought the motion was

destructive of the independonce of
Parliament, and of the independence
of the Opposition in particular. Pro-
positions of this kind had been made
again and again in the British Parlia-
ment, and they generally looked thore
for precedents instead of to the United
States Congress or the Chamber of
Deputies in France. But the attempt
to fix an hour for adjournment was re-
sisted by every Government, no matter
of what political complexion it migh t
be. The system now in force in Eng-
land, and there could be no objection
to such an arrangement, was that no
contested measure should be taken up
after twelve o'clock. But this resolu-
tion was simply adopting tne French
system of cloture. The Government
of the day in France, when it thought
it convenient to stop the debate, and
wished to press its advantage of a ma-
jority, could have the vote taken at
once. The same use of this power was
Made in Washington, and in many of
the individual States the debate was
stopped and the previous question was
put at once. The proposition of his
hon. friend would lead to this, that, if
the Government brought up a matter
for discussion, and ten o'clock arrived,
it could still, by the will of the
majority, bo continued ; but if, on

the contrary, the motion was in the
hands of one of the Opposition, and ten
o'clock arrived, as a matter of course
the Opposition would have no power
against the majority, who might insist
upon Mr. Speaker leaving the chair.
The House could now adjourn when it
liked, and ho appealed to his hon.
firiend opposite that the question of
adjournment should be a debateable
one. They had a freo Parliament, a freo
House and free discussion, and the
rights of the minority were protected.
Ris hon. friend, although strong in his
majority now, would have felt very
much aggrieved if a discussion had been
cut off by the late Government when
the hour of ton or eleven bad arrived.
His hon. friend opposite would see
that it was very unsafe to depart from
the precedents already laid down.
Occasionally, if the Opposition were
factious, they might discuss the ques-
tion of the adjournment perhaps to
the inconvenience ot the majority of
the House. But that would happen
seldom-very seldom, he hoped. At
all events, it was one of the protections
of the minority from which they should
be loath to depart. He was sure that
the leader of the Government and the
Minister of Justice, when considering
the question in that light, would agree
with him that the question had better
be an open one, even though an under-
standing were arrived at thatthe House
would adjourn as early as possible.

Mr. BLAKE said he did not think
there was any analogy between the pro-
position now made and the French
system. The latter was that the
debato was closed without the minority
being consulted at all, and the vote
was put at once. But the present
motion simply proposed that the Ilouse
should adjourn at a certain hour, as a
rule; but thon the debate also would
be adjourned. This was very different
from the system of eloture. le, like
bis hon. friend beside him, was very
much in favour of early adjourniments
when possible, without reference to
any] motion. He would like- to
arrive at a general anderstanding
that, except under circumstances of
urgency, the House should adjourn at
eleven o'clock. It could be left as
part of the unwritten law, and no doubt
the object of his hon. friend from West

Adjournment. 101The Bour of



102 Accidents Caused >y (COMM~ONS.] Railway Frogs.

Yorkwould be acconplished. But lie
ventured to say that, wero the motion
carried, ruarded as his hon. friend
proposed, the rights of the Opposition
would be proserved. The motion
would siniply prevent a discussion on
the motion for adjournment-which ho
considered a great abuse of privilege
in general, when a certain hour arrived.
It was only under eircumstances of
extreme urgency that there should be
any serious discussion on the motion
for adjournment.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that when he compared the proposition
to the system of cloture ho meant that
its effect would be the same, as it
w ould throw over the debate to a
future day, and his hon. friend knew
very well that when the paper got full
it would practically prevent the mo-
tion, in many cases, from coming up.
He was gratified at the spirit in which
the remarks ho had made had been
received bythe Premier and theMinister
of Justice, and ho thought it would be
agreeable on all sides that. as a general
rule, except in cases of urgeney, the
House should adjourn at an early hour
-say at eleven o'clock-and that a
discussion on the motion for adjourn-
ment should not take place.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the botter
course to adopt would be to arrive at
a general understanding that the ad-
journment should take place about the
hour named. If, after a little experi-
ence of the practice, any difficulty
should arise, the hon. member might
bring the subject again before the
Ilouse.

,Mr. BLAIN said ho had already
expressed the opinion that the ques-
tion could be botter determined by
arriving at an understanding as to the
future practice than by adopting an
Order of the House. He had un inten-
tion of injuring the position of the
Opposition. As a motion for ad jour-.
ment was always in order and the
Government had a majority in the
louse, they could adjourn the louse

at any time. The right to have a dis-
cussion on a motion for adjournment
had been much abused in all legisla-
turcs, and had been used sometimes
for party purposes. The object of
submitting the motion was, however,

Mr. BLAKE

to expedite the substantial business of
the House, and not to form a rule or
order which would place the Opposi-
tion in a worse position. He had no
objection to accept the suggestion of
the Premier, that it should be well
understood that the, House should
adjourn at eleven o'clock unless the
position of business was such that an
adjournment would be ineonvenient.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he hoped
that an understanding having been ar-
rived at, the motion would be with-
drawn.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he
understood the arrangement to be that
the flouse would adjourn at eleven
o'clock, unless matters of such impor-
tance were under consideration that
the House should decide to proceed.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes.
Motion withdrawn.

ACCIDENTS CAUSED BY RAIL-
WAY FROGS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. FLEMING moved for a return
of the number of accidents to persons
caught in railway frogs; the points
where the accidents occurred, and the
particulars connected therewith for the
five years ending the 31st December
last. le said ho submitted the motion
because ho believed that quite a number
of accidents had occurred to railway
employés in s'everal parts of the Do-
minion from the use of open frogs. On
Tuesday last an accident occurred at St.
Thomas: a switchman in the service of
the Canada Southern Railway, while in
the performance of his duties, was
caught in one of these frogs and run
over by a train, receiving such serious
injuries as to necessitate the amputa-
tion of a leg. Another case of a simi-
lar nature occurred on 16th December
at St. Mary's, when a brakosman on
the Grand Trunk lRailway was caught
in one of these frogs, and was unable
to extricate himsolf before some trucks
passed over him. The man was dread-
fully lacerated when found, and died
after two hours of severe suffering.
While the newspapers reported such ac-
cidents from time to time, there were no
ordinary means of learning the extent
to which these cases occurred, and it
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;was desirable that some such motion as
he proposed should be submitted in or-
der to ascertain whether it was neces-
sary in the interests of humanity that
some legislation should be had on that
subject.

Mr. MACKENZIE said lion. nem-
bers were aware that there was a pro-
vision in the general Railway Act,
requiring Railway Companies under
the control of Parliament to make cer-
tain returns. Among these returns
was one relating to accidents, but he
was afiaid they were not made in such
particular fori as to provide the in-
formation souglt to be obtained in the
present motion. They would embody
simply a statement in each case that a
certain person had met his death on a
certain date, on a certain road, at a
certain place. A number of the rail-
ways, inoreover, were under the control
of the Local Legislatures, and, there-
tore the Government had not the power
to furnish the information from the
ordinary returns. The Government,
would, however, endeavour to procure
the information by making applica-
tions to the respective Railway
Companies. He was quite aware
of the danger of accident
occurring from the use of the frogs.
On one day last year, four deaths
occurred from that particular cause.
le had called the attention of the
engineers on the Gov-ernment railways
to the necessiîty of avoiding, if possible,
the form of frog which was at present
in use, as being the most prolific source
of danger connected with the roads.

Motion agreed to.

EXTENSION OF JURISDICTION
OF VICE-ADMIRALTY COURTS.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. BOWELL, in the absence of Mr.
KIRKPATRICK, moved for all correspon-
dence between the Government of
Canada and the Irmperial Government,
and all Orders in Council, and other
papers touching the extension of the
Jurisdiction of the Court of Vice Ad-
miralty to the inland waters of
Canada.

Mr. BLAKE said the return would
be made more complete if the motion
was amended by introducing the words

''The Government of the Dominion
and late Province of Canada," instead
of the Government of Canada, some
of tbe correspondence having taken
place before Confederation.

Motion, as amended, aqreedl to.

TELlEGRAPII UNES IN BRITISH1
COLUMBIA.

MOTIONS FoR RETURNS.

Mr. LANGENVIN moved for copies
of all correspondence which niay have
passed between the Governrment of
Canada or any of its officers and F. J.
Bernard, Esq., contractor for the tele-
graph lines in British Coluibia, since
the 26th May, 1875, also all Depart-
mental Orders or Orders in Council
since the saine date in relation to the
construction or maintenance of the
said telegraph lines ; or in relation to
the claims made by the said F. J.
Bernard, in consequence of the orders
given him on the 9th April, 1875, to
stop work on the said telegraph fines
in British Columbia.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. LANGEVIN moved for a state-

ment shewing each sum of money paid
to F. J. Bernard, Esq., contractor for
the telegraph line in British Columbia,
since the 10th February, 1875, also
stating why each sum of noney was
so paid, and giving the estimates,
vouchers, reports and orders in virtue
of which each sum was so paid.

Motion agreed to.

COAL SHIPMENTS ON TIHE IN-
TERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved:-
" That inasnuch aq large quantities of

coal belonging to private persons or Corpora-
tions, while mu course of transit over the
Intercolonial Railway during the past year,
were detained, forflited or insappropriated
for the use of the said Railway, an Order of
the House be issued Ibr all papers, corre-
spondence or telegrams relatin« to or in con-
nection with coai so detaineC, forfeited or
misappropriated, and showing by whose
authority such coal was detained, forfeited,
or misappropriated, and whether such action
has been ratified and approved by the In-
spector of Government Railways or by the
Uevernment."

He said his object in submitting the
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motion was to afford private parties
an opportunity to ventilate their
grievances. In Mr. Brydges' report for
1874 ho said -

"The rule is that all freight shall be paid
for as it is taken away, andfthere is a cashier
at the station, Mr. Mack, whose duty it is to
receive the money and transmit it to the
cashier at Moncton." Also "that the rule
should be imperatively carried out; that no
property is delivered until it is paid for, and
the payment ehould be made to the cashier."

If the acts complained of had been
committed by private individuals, they
would have been liable to prosecution
for misdemeanour. Law makers should
not be law breakers, and the property
of individuals was not to be confiscated
even to please the Government itself;
but, if it was done, some redress should
be given. The seizure of a quantity
of coal while it was being carried over
a railroad was liable to throw the fac-
tory for which it was ordered out of
work, and involve the loss of much
business for several years, which loss
would not be recouped by an apology
from the General Superintendent, or by
payment of the cost price of the coal.
The matter had probably not been re-

p orted to the Minister of Public Works.
t was time the people of New Bruns-

wick should know whether they were
to be run over by an upstart--the
General Superintendent of the Govern-
ment Railroads- -from whom it was
impossible to obtain a civil or straight-
forward answer, but who, when applied
to for information, gave an evasive
reply.

Mr. MîCKENZ1E said he pre-
sumed, from what he had heard, that
sone car loads of coal going to the
factory of the hon. member were sent
by some mistake in some other
direction. The papers which would
bo brought down would show the facts
of the case, and he must ask the hon.
member to omit from his motion the
reference to large quantities of coal
having been misappropriated.

Mr. DOMVILLE said the coal was not
taken by mistake, but had been appro-
priated during a term of nearly twelve
months at different intervals, and that
not because of a pressure caused by a
snow blockade. The coal did not
belong to his factory, but to an esta b-
lishment in which he was merely a

Mr. DOMVILLE.

shareholder. There were, moreover-
other cases in which coal had been
misa ppropriatod. If it proved noces-
sary to take the coal of private parties
to run a railroad, it was due to neglect
and want of forethought in the man-
agement.

Motion, as amended, agreed to, as fol.
lows:

Resolved, That an Order of the House do
issue to the proper officer, for copies of all
papers, correspondence or telegrains relating
to, or in connection with coal alleged to be
detained, forfeited or misappropriated, and
showine by whose authority such coal was
detained, forfeited or misappropriated; and
whether such action has been ratified and
approved by the Inspector of Government-
Railwars, or by the Government.

REVENUE PAI) BY PROVINCES.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. ARCHIBALD, in the absence of
Mr. YOUNG, moved for a return, setting
forth, as nearly as the officers of the
Government can do so, the amount of
the revenue paid by each Province of
the Dominion, and the expenditures
made therein on Dominion account
during the past five years-namely,
1872, '73, '74, '75 and '76 respectively;
the return to show, further, the con-
tributions and receipts per capita in
each Province to and from the Public
Exchequer.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the infor-
mation demanded, if it could be accu-
rately obtained, would be of very con-
siderable value. It was right to call the
attention of the House, however, to the
fact that the Customs returns of trade
between the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec would not in the smallest
degree show the amount of revenue
paid by each of these Provinces, it
being well known that an extremely
large proportion of the imports entered
at Quebec and Montreal were for the
benefit of, and consumed in, the Pro-
vince of Ontario. The Government
would do its best to comply with the
request, but, looking at the length of
time the motion covered, he doubted
whether the information in their hands
would enable them to give such accu-
rate returns as ought to be mado for
more than one year. They would
bring down the returns and endeavour

b>y -Provinces.(COMMONS.]
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to give with tolerable accuracy the
information asked for.

Mr. MITCHELL said a considerable
proportion of the goods consumed in
the Maritime Provinces were re-impor-
tations from Montreal, Quebec, and To-
ronto. The hon. the Minister of Fin-
ance should take into consideration, in
this connection, that Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island
bought a quantity of goods for which
the consumer paid duty through the
Provinces of Quebec and Ontario.

Mr. CARTWRIGIHT said they could
only try to arrive at an accurate state-
ment; absolute accuracy could not be
promised.

Motion agreed to.

HARBOUR IMPROVEMENT.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. TUPPER moved for all corres-
pondence or papers in the possession
of the Government relating to the im-
provement of the harbour at the mouth
of Partridge Island River; also, all
papers or correspondence, relating to
the repair and protection of the
pier at Partridge Island. He
said he believed an engineer had
been sent to report upon the condition
of the works with a view to making
sucli provision as the case might re-
quire. In looking over the Report
of the Public Works Departinent he
did not find that either of these
matters had engaged the attention
of the Government. The harbour
at the mouth of the Partridge Is-
land River was one of the principal
ports on the Basin of Minas. It
was one of the best harbours of refuge
to be found there, and it was exceed-
ingly important that such improve-
ments should be made in the harbour
as would render it still more valuable
in that respect. There was a railway
under construction, which had received
a large subsidy from the Government
of Nova Scotia, to connect the coal
mines at Springhill with the Basin of
Minas. That would place the principal
coal mines of Nova Scotia in connection
with the Atlantic ports, and would be
the only connection during the winter
season that could be bad. The bar-
bour was open ten months out of

twelve, and there was no doubt that a
large amount of provincial as well as
foreign shipping would be drawn to it
at all seasons of the year. He hoped
the Government would make such
provision for the improvement of the
harbour as the case required. The
pier at Partridge Harbour was built
under a resolution of the Nova Scotia
Legislature as a point of communication
with the railway system at Windsor.
It was an essentially provincial work,
and had been maintained and all
repairs done by the Department of
Public Service of the Province. He
was advised that for the want of a
small outlay this work was likely to
be very seriously damaged, if not
altogether destroyed.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said if
Partridge Harbour was open ten
months of the year, the harbour of
Louisburg, which was almost in the
vicinity of the coal mines of Cape Bre-
ton, was open during the whole year.
The statement that the former port
was the only one from which coal
could be shipped in the winter season
was not literally correct. If the hon.
member had given as much attention
to the geography of eastern Nova
Scotia as he had to the Springhill
Mines he would not have fallen into
the blunder he had.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member for Cumberland was right in
supposing that the Government Engi-
neer had made an examination of the
works, but that oflicial was not im-
pressed with their importance for the
protection of shipping. In other words,
there were many places of far greater
importance than this in the nature of
a harbour. The pier might be mucli
in need of repairs, but a mere wharf
was often confounded with a pier with
relation to harbour improvements.
The object of the Dominion Govern-
ment was always to afford shelter to
shipping, and if accommodation could
be afforded for landing purposes at the
same time, it was so much the better.
All he could say at present was that
lie would look at the papers and plan
again, and would perhaps call the
bon. gentleman's attention to the mat-
ter some evening before further action
was taken.
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Mr. TUPPER said ho supposed he
must be satisfied with the very
slight comfort presented by the re-
marks of the hon. Minister of Public
Works. -He trusted, however, that
further examination of the question
would lead him to the opinion that
these works were entitled to the con-
sidoration of the Government. He did
not wish to be understood as saying
that there was no other port in that
Province so accessible to the coal
mines as Partridge Ilarbour. The
harbour of Louisburg was undoubtedly
open at all seasons of the year, and
coal might be shipped from that point,
but as far as shipments to the Atlantic
ports, which afforded a market for the
coal of Nova Scotia, were conccrned,
the harbour at the mouth of Partridge
Island River was preferable on account
of the distance.

Motion agreed to.

TIE LOAN OF 1875.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. TUPPER moved for a roturn
of Prospectus issued by the hon. the
Minister of Finance in London for the
last loan, a statement of the time al-
lowed for the reception of tenders and
the period when the reception of ten-
ders was closed, with the several
aimounts offered. by parties tendering,
and the names of those whose tenders
were accepted, and the amounts allotted
to them respectively. He said he hid
no intention of anticipating the ex-
planations the hon.the Finance Minister
had prepared to offer to the House to-
morrow. He had placed this notice on
the paper in order that the House
might have before it the means of deal-
ing with that branch of the question
when the Budget was delivered.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said it was im-
possible to grant all the information
asked. The names of the tenderers
were in the hands of the London bro-
kers, and could not be produced. On a
former occasion they were asked for
and the reply was that it was not eus-
tomary for the trade in London to give
such information inasmuch as a great
many of those tendering did so through
brokers. The rest of the information
could be got, but, with regard to some

Mr. MAOKENZIE.

of it, he would have to trust to his
memory.

Mr. TUPPER said he must accept
such information as the hon. the Fin-
ance Minister would give. For himself,
he did not see what objection there
could be to giving this information.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the hon.
member for Chateauguay had asked
precisely the same information of a
former Finance Minister, and it was
refused for the same reason ho had
given.

Mr. TUPPER asked if the hon.
gentleman had any objection to give
the names of the brokers.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he did not
think he could furnish that information.

Mr. HOLTON said he had pressed
Mr. Rose very strongly for similar
information, and had been refused it.
He supposed that the hon. the Minis-
ter of Finance had found out from his
own experience that Mr. Rose's reasons
at that time were valid. They had
not the same opportunities of judging
on this matter when tbey sat on the
benches which the hon. member for
Cumberland now occupied, and which
he hoped he would long adorn.

Motion amended by striking out the
words: " And the names of those
whose tenders were accepted," and
agreed to.

It being Six o'clock the Spoaker left
the chair.

After Recess.
GREAT BRAS D'OR POSTMASTER-

SHIP.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. CAMPBELL moved for copies of
correspondence regarding the Postmas-
ter at Great Bras d'Or, and the reason
why McLeod did not get the office after
he was appointed and had given suffi-
cient bonds to the Departmcnt; also the
name of the present Postmaster and
the names of the securities. He said
it was disagreeable for him to be con-
tinually tinding fault with the mem-
bers of the Government, and particu-
larly because the Ministers were
changed so frequently that they had

[COMMONS.] Busines..



Postmastership. 107

scarcely become sufficiently acquainted
with the duties of their position before
they were removed to some other De-
partment. Two years ago, Mr. Fraser,
who had been acting as Postmaster at
Great Bras d'Or, res'gned, having been
elected member of the Local Assembly,
and another person, Mr. McLeod, who
lived at a more suitable place at the
ferry, was appointed. The latter sent
in bonds and security to the Depart-
ment, but nevertheless, as yet, had
reeeived neither the books nor emolu-
ments of bis office. Besides, Mr.
McLeod had not been returned his
bonds. Mr. Fraser continued a mem-
ber of the Legislature, and could not at
the same time lawfully act as Post-
master.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he Lad
und erstood sufficient of the hon. gentle-
man's remarks to discover that the
hon. gentleman, like one of the dis-
tinguished ancients, seemed to be in
search of an honest man, and he hoped
that the excellent conduct of the
Government would remove the im-
pression from the hon. gentleman's
mind that this vas at all difficult
in the present instance. He trusted
that the papers, when brought down,
would disabuse the hon. gentleman
of the feeling which had induced
him to make this motion. The hon.
member would find, if bis memory
served him well, that the person to
whom he alluded could neither read
nor write.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said he hoped the hon. member for
Victoria would obtain the papers for
which the motion was made, and in
this respect be more successful than lie
(Mr. McDonald) had been under simi-
lar circumstances last year.

Mr. HIUNTINGTON said he trusted
that the hon. member for Cape Breton
would not lead the House to sup-
pose that papers for which Le had
moved had been withheld. If any
such papers had not been brought
down, this would immediately be done.
lie was very sorry if any error Lad
been committed.

Mr. McDONALD said Le did not
doubt that the Postmaster-General
stated what was quite correct; never-
theless bis motion last year was based

upon a complaint lodged against a
postmaster in bis county, and this
complaint had not been brought down
with the other papers. Consequently,
the entire return was worthless. Re-
garding the statement that Mr». McLeod
could neither read nor write, ho did
not believe the P'ostmaster General or
the Government had any right to re-
fuse to make the appointment on that
ground, when other men, equally in-
capable, received appointments in other
parts of the country. Several persons
so circumstanced Lad secured very im-
portant situations in his constituency.
If he was not very much mistaken, the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries had
the names of those persons in Lis office;
some of them he, however, believed
had been removed. When the Govern-
ment lost a constituency, officiails were
dismissed-at least that was the case
in bis county-amongst others, a person
who had filled an office for fourteen
years, fulfilling his duties to the satis-
faction of all who knew hini, had been
dismissed last fall, for political reasons.
The papers in that case were moved
for, and it was then stated that the
arrangement made was one only of a
temporary nature; but it was plain
that the Government had violated the
principles they had held in the past.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he must
advise the hon. gentleman to give
notice of his intention to make such
complaints, in order that he might
have an opportunity of looking into
the cases. He was, however, quite
certain that, in no single instance, had
men been removed from positions in
the hon. gentleman's county, or in the
county of Victoria, for political opin-
ions. He would guarantee that the
cases of persons who could read or
write would be duly considered by
the Government.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said,
if reference was made to changes
which took place in the offices in bis
county some years ago, it would be
found that those matters lad been
previously brought before the House
and investigated.

Mr. CAMPBELL said Le did not
consider the reply of the Postmaster-
General satisfactory. He had corres-
ponded with Mr. McLeod, and he had
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taken it for granted that he could read
and write. If that was not the case,
and if this was sufficient to condemn
the appointment, of course the bonds
should have been returned, and the
reasons therefor given, in order thAt
Mr. MeLeod might contradiet them if
they were not true. At all events, ho
had never heard the objection which
had been mentioned. He knew, how-
ever, that the man was most respec-
table, and that he could give any
security that might be required.

Mr. IIUNTINGTON said he was
sorry that he had been obliged to give
such a reply. He intended to furnish
explanations to the hon. gentleman in
the most courteous manner possible.
According to his recollection, the
answer he had given was true, and for
any disgrace that might be attached to
it he was not responsible.

Mr. TUPPER said the reply of the
Postmaster-Genoral was eminently
unsatisfactory. He understood the hon.
gentleman from Victoria to say that,
two years ago, the present Govern ment
appointed a gentleman to the position
of postmaster, and that then the latter
forwarded bonds for aeceptance in
order that he might receive his com-
mission; and still the man was left
without his commission, while the
bonds bad not been returned. At the
same time a party who occupied
the position of a member of the
Local Legislature discharged the
duties of postmaster, or got them
to be discharged. The whole public,
in consequence of this state of things,
vere inconvenienced. An answer had

been flippantly thrown across the floor
of the House that McLeod could not
be appointed postmaster because he
could neither read nor write; but lie
had never been dismissed, and no inti-
mation had been given of the objection
entertained to the appointment. The
iPostmaster-General, in the absence of
distinct information, should not make
statements calculated to degrade a
man in the estimation of the House,
and of the country. If the hon. gen-
tleman knew positively that what he
had mentioned was true, he had failed
in his duty. It was then due to the
public service that tho appointment

Mr. CAMPBELL.

should have been cancelled, and expla-
nations furnished.

Mr. IIUNTINGTON said he did not
think the hon. gentleman should have
made a scene regarding this matter.
He had stated his only reason, and had
said nothing about a dismissal. He
presumed that Mr. McLeod was a very
excellent and respectable man. The
officers in his Department had informed
him that the postal service at the place
in question bad been well performed.
The hon. gentleman must have noticed
that the hon. member for Victoria had
not risen simply for the purpose of
obtaining an explanation, but to make
an attack on the Government and
himself personally. There was only
one explanation to be made, and that
he had supplied. Without doubt, when
the papers came down, the hon. gen-
tleman would find that there was
nothing in the whole matter.

Motion agreed to.

CONVICTIONS FOR CAPITAL
OFFENCES.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. DYMOND, in moving for a return
of all convictions for capital offences,.
including date of conviction, name of
convict, locality in which the crime
was committed, and action of the Gov-
ernment in each case, for the three
years ending December 31st, 1877, said
that, with permission of the House, ho
desired slightly to anend his motion.
He had made a similar motion three
years ago, and the Minister of Justice
had informed him that the return he
then obtained contained certain inac-
curacies. With the permission of thc
House, therefore, he would ask for a
return covering the whole period under
consideration, from the 1st of Julv.
1867, until the 31st of December, 1876.
The law of this counàtry was certainly
not at the present time in a satisfactorv
state as related to capital offences. We
were behind the British law in that res-
pect. For some 17 years, the crime of
murder had alone been punishable
with death in Great Britain, with the
exception, of course, of the highest
political crimes. In Canada, there still
remained upon the statute-book a
number of offences for which the
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penalty of death was never inflicted,
and lie had hoped, when some re-
jerence was made to questions of
this kind last Session, that the Minister
of Justice by this time might have
been able to bring down some measure
wvhich would have placed the law in a
more satisfactory state, limiting the
death penalty, at all events, to the
crime of murder, and, possibly, endea-
vouring so to classify offences coming
under the general denomination of
murder that a larger amount of dis-
-cretion might be left to the courts, and
a snaller arnount of responsibility
thrown on the Executive. The duties
of every Minister of Justice, and of all
concerned in the administration of the
lw, was, at the present time, an ex-
tremely painful one. It nust be
(distressing to refuse an appeal
for mercy; and it was obvious on
various grounds that the fewer appli-
eations the state of the law rendered
necessary the better it would be for
Jll parties concerned, the better for
the dignity of justice, and the better
for the Minister, who was charged
with sitting virtually as a Court of
Appeal, where the exercise of the pre-
rogative was given him. He was quite
aware, however, that since the Ilouse
maet last year, the Minister of Justice
had been forced to consider many
inportant and weighty matters, not
only in Canada, but on the other side
of the Atlantic ; and he was not at all
surprised to learn fron the Speeeh
from the Throne-as far as that might
be said to indicate the policy of the
(overnment for the Session-- -that no
neasuîe would be brought down
during the present Session. When
such a measure was before the House,
he might, porhaps, for a few moments,
discuss the question of capital punish-
nient,--one which he believed neither
this House nor the country was pre-
p)al'ed to take action upon at the pre-
sent time.

Motion, as amended, agreed to, as
follows : -

Resolved, That an Order of the House do
;ssue to the proper officer for a return of all
convictions for capital offences between the
let Of July, 1867. and the 31st December,
1876 ; showing the name of the convicts, the
nature of the crime, the action of the Execu-
nye, and the date of such action.

HALF-BREED LANDS IN MANI-
TOBA.

MOTION FOR CORESPONDENCE.

Mr. RYAN moved for copies of all
papers and correspondence relating to
the distribution of h.alf-breed lands in
the Province of Manitoba. He said
that before the North-West Territories
were admitted to the Union. an Act
of this Legislature was passed appro-
priating 1,400,000 acres of land for
distribution among the half-breed chil-
dren. The object of that distribution
was to extinguish the Indian title to
lands in Manitoba and in the North-
West Territories, and its justice had
never been questioned. In 1872, the
half-breeds throughout the various
parishes of Manitoba met, and chose
sucli portions of' the publie lands as
they desired to have reserved in order
to meet the appropriation. In the
great majority of cases the lands they

i asked for were reserved for them; and
it was a very fair conclusion that the
half-breeds, being born in the country,
and knowing every acre of land within
the limits of' the Province, chose the
best land ; and, as a matter of fact, the
half*breeds had reserved for them a
very large proportion of the very finest
agricultural landin the Province. From
the time the reserves were establisbed
in 1872 nothing was donc about the
matter until 1875,although occasionally
a good deal was said. During the
latter Session he called the attention of
the House and the Government to the
fact that these reserves were blocking
the path of Provincial progress. The
Hon. Mr. Laird, at that time Minister
of the Interior, in reply to a question
asked by him, stated that the delay in
settling the matter had arisen from
conflicting claims, called staked claims.
At the same time, the hon. gentleman
took occasion to assure him that a de-
cision had been arrived at upon the
question of staked claims, and that the
Government were prepared at once to
proceed to the distribution. He (Mr.
Ryan) knew fully at the time, as ho
knew now, that the answer was neither
full nor satisfactory, as in many
reserves, amongst others-the reserves
for the half-br eeds of White Mud River,
Portage la Prairie, High Bluff and
Poplar Point, in the county of West
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Marquette, not a single case of stakcd
claims had arisen, and, therefore, there
was no reason for the delay in these
parishes. Nevertheless, he accepted
the assurance of the hon. gentleman
that something would be done in the
matter. The year passed away, and
again, during the course of last Session
he felt it to be his duty to remind the
Minister of the Interior that his pro-
mise respecting the distribution of the
]Reserves hadnot been fulfilled. Again
he had received his assurance that the
Government was going to abate the
nuisance at once and to distribute the
reserves. Another twelve months
having expired, he found nis
half-breed constituents, and the
Province of Manitoba precisely
in the same position which they
had occupied during the last five
years. He was Weil aware that a par-
tial allotment had been made in two
or three of the parishos, and therefore
it might seem to those not acquainted
with the circumstances, that some-
thing had been done towards the
distribution. le had witnessed three
allotments, and from two of there
nothing had resulted, and they had no
guarantee that anything substantial
would result from the third. The
conseauences had been most prejudi-
cial, indeed disastrous. The city of
Winnipeg was situated at the con-
fluence of the Assiniboine and the-
lied Rivers, almost in the centre of
the Province, and it was surrounded
by some of the best land in the Pro-
vince. It was only natural to suppose
that settlement would commence
around the capital and proceed gra-
dually towards the extremities of
the Province; but a great deal of
land had been taken up by the
reserves in the neighborbood of Win-
nipeg, and the resuilt was that settle-
ment, instead of proceeding naturally,
was scattered broadcast throughout
the Province. Hence, the already
depleted treasury of Manitoba was
drawn upon to pay for many miles of
roads and many bridges that would
not have been necessary were it not
for the reserves. For the same reason,
the administration of civil and crim-
inal justice cost the Province more
than it otherwise -would, and settlers
in the different settlements, with the

Mr. RYAN.

reserves Iying like barriers between
them, were deprived of that facility
for establishing and supporting sehools
and churches which they would
otherwise have enjoyed. But the
most injurious result of all was that
the Province had by these reserves
lost many settlers. He had himself
known several parties from Ontario
who had, during the past season, corne
up to Manitoba, to settle, who would
have been a valuable acquisition to
the Province, but who, on account
of Oie Reserves, had left without loca-
Jting. In order to prove that he was
not stating the matter too strongly, ho
had procured a inap of the Province
upon which the parts colored red re-
presented the different reserves. Mem-
bers could judge at a glance for them-
selves and would readily conclude that
it was an imperative duty----the duty of
the hour as far as Manitoba was con-
cerned----to throw open some of those
reserves. He would ask the Minister
of the Interior if, in the public interest,
he should find it necessary to make
any future reserves, to locate them in
some parts of the public lands not
likely to be required for settlement.
The hon. gentleman would certaiily
agree with him that when our own
countrymen went out to Manitoba,
paying their own way, it seemed hard
to them to be compelled to pass lands
upon which they would willingly settle,
but which were being kept for sorne
one who was still in Europe, and who
perhaps might never corne to this
country. The greatest possible care was
required in granting a reserve, because
evil results were sure to follow, whereas
the good was uncertain. Out of all the
reserves established for colonization
purposes, only two or three were likely
to produce a sufficient amount of immi-
gration to justify their establishment.
The others were unmitigated evils and
had not in some instances introduced a
single immigrant. He had never be-
lieved in the principle of provincial
representation in the Dominion Cabi-
net. He thought the House and the
country had a right to expect that the
different portfolios would be given to
the ablest men in the ranks of the
Ministerial party, irrespective of the
Provinces from which they came.
But,ifanything could shake his opinions
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on the subject and lead him to believe
that there was more in the principle of
provincial representation than he had
been inclined to admit, it was the man-
ner in 'which Manitoba matters had
been neglected. Had one of the
Manitoba members held office in either
of the Administrations during the
last five years, in his own interests he
would have been obliged to insist on
something heing done on that and
other important matters, otherwise a
Province, proverbially cool as was
Manitoba, would have been too hot to
hold him. Although the present Min-
ister of the Interior was not from Mani-
toba, it was only fair to say that the
news of his acceptance of office had
been received there with very general
satisfaction. It was thought that his
eminent abilities and services rendered
not less to his party than to the coun-
try, entitled him to the position. He
hoped the new Minister would apply
his great abilities to the different Mani-
toba questions, and would not only
iealize the expectations entertained of
him, but would exceed thein and in-
crease his already extensive reputa-
tin.

Mr. MILLS said there was no objec-
tion to the motion, but there was very
little correspondence te furnish on the
subject. On assuming office his atten-
tion was almost immediately directed
to the subject. The hon. member for
Marquette was of course aware that
provision was made for the allotment
of the land into half-breed settlements,
and that, before any action was taken,
claims were put forward on behalf of
private parties to particular tracts of
land within the district. On investiga-
tion, it was found that there were sev-
eral hundred of these claims. All
possible information was obtained in
order that the claims might be disposed
of at the earliest practicable day; and
he trusted that this would be very soon.
The Government were fully aware of
the mischief which had resulted to
Manitoba from no action being taken
im allotting the land, and they had con-
sidered the injury occasioned by lock-
ing up lands by merely changing the
form of reservation. They had con-
sidered whether it was not possible to
bring these lands into the market and
at the same time respect the rights of

the half-breeds; but it was impossible
for hiim to say if that could be
effected ; but, if it could, there would be
no delay in the issue of patents.

Mr. RYAN said he was extremely
pleased to learn that the attention of the
new Minister had been directed to the
matter ; but from the tenour of the hon.
gentleman's remarks he should judge
that the Government had re-opened or
re-considered the question of staked
claims. In 1875-as the hon. gentle-
man would find if ho consulted the
Ransard,- the Hon. Mr. Laird in-
formed him (Mr. Ryan) that the ques-
tion of staked claims had been disposed
of; and ho trusted that the Government
vere not now going to re-open it, be-

cause he saw no possible escape out of
difficulty if it were revived. The land
would be locked up for a year or two
to come, and the injury to the Province
would be beyond measure.

Mr. SCHULTZ said he probably
would not have been tempted to say
anything on the subject, bis hon. friend
baving placed it so clearly before the
House, were it not for two or three
points touched upon by the hon.
Minister of the Interior. The grievance
brought before the House, as he under-
stood it, was this, that a large section
of the best lands of Manitoba had
been virtually given to a class of the
people who were helpless because
minors; but none of the obligations
had been fulfilled. Year after year
excuses were made and reasons were
given for their nonfulfilment, and fron
the policy of the present Govern-
ment, as foreshadowed by the hon.
the Minister of the Interior, it was to
be feared that there would be a repeti-
tion of that course for three or four
years more.

Mr. BANNATYNE said ho had, with
great pleasure, listened to the remarks
of the hon. members for Marquette and
Lisgar with regard to the very great
dissatisfaction of the people of the
Province of Manitoba, in consequence
of not having all the land ques-
tions and other promises set-
tled long ere this. If the patents
for the reserves of the natives ot that
Province were issued, they would have
no complaints that emigrants, after
having eome there, were obliged to
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leave and settle in the United States,
as had been donc. These reserves,
when first set apart, in many quarters
were well wooded. No protection had
been given by the Government, and
now the wood was nearly all gone, and
the value of the Reserves was so much
less. As soon as the roserves were
drawn, and the lots of each party
known, they should be published, and
the parties to whom they belonged, on
coming of age, would have the right
to protect them and dispose of them as
they thought proper. With regard to
the stake claims, ho must differ from
bis hon. friends, for he was aware, from
the fact that many of his constituents
had such claims, and came to him to
go to the land office with them to look
into their claims, that the Government
had only donc justly in looking into
them, as justice should be donc to all
parties. It was truc that by this
delay these people had 240 acres in one
place, instead of 190 as at first sup-
posed. However, they believed that,
from what they had seen since the bon.
member for Bothwell had been ap-
pointed Miaister of the Interior, mat-
ters were much improved, that
they had the right man in the right
place, and that without any delay all
these matters would be settled. Let
all the land questions be settled, and
the Railway reserves thrown open,
but only to actual bond fide settlers,
and Manitoba would not be the least of
the Provinces of the Dominion.

Mr. MILLS said the delay had been
unavoidable. There were more half-
breed children in the Province than had
been supposed, and, when a settlement
was about being arrived at, these stake
claims began to come in.

Motion agreed to.

VICTORIA BREAKWATER, WOOD
ISLANDS, PRINCE EDWARD

ISLAND.

MOTION FOR REPORTS.

Mr. POPE (Queens, P.E.I.) moved
for copies of all reports in possession
of the Departmont of Public Works,
in connection with the Victoria Break-
water, Wood Islands, Prince Edward
Island ; also ail correspondence relat-
ing to the same, reeeived from the

Mr. BANNATYNE.

Government of Prince Edward Island,
or any members of the Local Legisla-
turcs there.

Motion agreed to.

MAIL SERVICE ON LAKES
HURON AND SUPERIOR.

MOTION FOR ADVERTIsEMENT FOR
TENDERS.

Mr. McCARTHY moved for a copy
of the advertisement or notice issued,
calling for tenders for the performance
of the mail service for the season of
1876, on Lakes Huron and Superior,
between the ports on Lake Huron and
the Georgian Bay and Prince Arthur's
Landing, Duluth, &c., the tender or
tenders received in response, any cor-
respondence in relation thereto, the
Order or Orders in Council (if any)
passed as to the matter, and the con-
tract entered into for such servic .

Motion agreed to.

STEEL RAILS FOR THE PACLFIC
RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. BOWELL moved for a Return,
giving a statement of all amounts paid
to this date in connection with the
purchase of 50,000 tons of steel rails,
fhstenings, &c., for the Pacifie Railway,
with the dates of such payments, and
to whom paid, including all charges
and commissions upon the same prior
to their delivery in Canada, and all
sums still remaining unpaid on account
of such purchase.

Motion agreed to.

POST OFFICE PRINTING-.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. BOWELL moved for a return
showing the amounts paid for printing
and stationery for the Post Office De-
partment during the years 1875 and
1876 respectively, other than to the
Parliamentary Printer and Contractor
at Ottawa-said return to specify the
Province in which said work was done,
the nature of the work done, the
name or names of the person or persons
who performed such work, whether by
contract or otherwise, and the name
or names of the party or parties who
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received payment and gave receipts
therefor. He said: I have been in-
duced to make this motion, after having
examined the Public Accounts and
other reports, by my inability to find
out the information which I and the
country desire to obtain from these re-
ports. On referring to the Public Ac-
counts of 1875 and 1876, I find the
amount paid for Post Office printing---a
general statement in which no par-
ticulars are given---- to have been
$65,527.93. lowever, upon reference to
the Post Office Reports of these
years, I find that two estab-
lishmeit, --- one in the city of
IHalifax, called the Citizen publishing
Co., and one at St. John, New Brun-
wick, called the Freeman -reccived
$42,658.98 of the 8G5,527.93, leaving
to the balance of the Dlonionîcu
$22,868.95. This $42,658.98 1 find to
have been divided somewhat in this
way: In 1875, the Citizen Publishing
Company printing for the Post Office
)epartien t, whether for the Province

of Nova Scotiaalone or not,is not stated,
$9,140,99; Money Order Office,HIalifax,
81,03-3.75; advertising mails, $25,----
naking a total of $10,10U.74. In
1876, that is, the year ending the 30th
June last, the same Citizen Publishing
Company received for Post Office
printing, Halifax, $13,258.11 ; Money
Order Office, $940.25 ; advertising
mails, $79.60--total $14,277.96. This
latter suin, I suppose, was given to the
establishment snce the debate on this
luestion took place last year. ln
these two y ears, the total amount paid
that establishment was $24,477.70. In
addition to this, I find the amount paid
for advertising Post Office notices, in
the city of Halifax, to have been, in
1875, $125.04, and in 1876, $318.81,
making a total of $443.85. How much
the Citizen Publishing Company re-
eived of this amount, which is part
and parcel of the total, I am unable
te say, because, in this parti-
cUlar, the names of the persons
and the journals to whom it was paid
are not gjven, as they are in similar
expenditures for the Militia Depart-
ment and some others. So far as the
report applies to the expenditure in
New Brunswick, it apnears that a
newspaper called the St. John Freenan
received, in 1875, for printing,

8

$7,19L.31; Money Order Office, $471;
Post Office at Fredericton, $14; Post
Office at St. John, $300; advertising
for mail tenders, $145; total, $8,126.31.
The work at this establishment in-
cieased in the same proportion as that
of the other favoured office at Halifax
in 1876. The items are for 1876:-For
printing, $8,984.70 ; Money Order
Office, $538; Post Office, St John,
$680.24; advertising mails, $61; total,
$10,263.94. For advertising, or soe
other printing not named, in 1875, at
St. John, there is an amountof$1,787.56;
debited, and another of $660.58 in
1876, footing up to $2,448.58. Whe-
ther the St. John F!reeian received
aiiy portion of this amount, I am
unable to say, and the Public Accounts
do not inform me. Now, Sir, I have
called the attention of the louse to
these different items, and I desire to
have this return brought down, in
order that the country nay know to
Whom this money wvas awarded.
We have read a great deal in
the newspapers in reference to these
matters. V hether the statements made
art correct or not we shall be able to
decide when the names have been laid
before the louse, and trie receipts,
signed by the parties who have re-
ceived the money, put in our possession.
It has also been stated-I kn ow not
how true the statement is, but as far
as the Halifax Publishing Company
was corcerned it was not denied in the
discussion of hast year-that one of the
Ministers and a prominent member of'
this Ilouse were interested in the
establishment,and, consequently, if any
dividend was declared for the business
of those years, they v ould receive a
proportion of these profits.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) : Hear, hear.
Mr. BOWELL: Whether I am to

understand from that that the hon.
member for Halifax received any divi-
dend, or not, I do not know. He
smiles, and I presume I may take it
for granted that be has profited by
this $24,000 which has gone into the
pockets of the stockholders of this
Company.

Mr. JONES (Halifax): Do you want
some stock?

Mr. BOWELL: I don't know that
I do, considering the parties who have
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in the past been connected with that
paper, and more especially, if it be
true that the establishment has been
sold to an avowed Annexationist, I do
not want one cent of its stock. It has
been publicly stated that the St. John
Freenan has no job office in which this
work could be done. That is a matter
which, I presume, will be discovered
when we are put in possession of the
receipts and other papers moved for;
but I can hardly suppose that any
Government would inaugurate a sys-
tem of middlemen in this country who,
you know, Mr. Speaker, stand in your
country between the landlord and the
unfortunate men who pay the rent;
and who have been designated the
lecches which have sucked the life
blood from the labourers, and by that
means kept theim in poverty. Whether
that be the case or not, I cannot say,
but I trust we will be able to ferret
out the truth in connection with this
business. Why two establishments,
one in Halifax and the other in St.
John, New Brunswick, should have
allotted to them $42,868.95 in two
years for printing for one department
alone, out of a total of $65,527.93, it
will be for this House to determine
when the papers come down. No
doubt the country will appreciate the
motives that have induced the Post-
master-General, whether the present
occupant of the office or his predecessor,
to act as he has donc in this particular.

Motion agreed to.

EXPENSES OF ADVERTISING.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

Mr. BOWELL moved for a detailed
statement of the expenses during the
years 1874, 1875 and 1876, in advertis-
ing on behalf of the Government or
any public service, in the public jour-
nals of the Dominion, the amount paid
each journal respectively, and the pur-
pose for which such money was paid -
also the amount paid in subscriptions,
for what papers paid, and whether such
papers were ordered for the use of the
Public Departments, for circulation in
Europe, or otherwise. He said that in
1873 they had a similar return brought
down. The one asked for would com-
plete it up to date.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. BOWELL.

LE CRÈDIT FONCIERI DU BAS
CANADA.

Mr. BÉCHARD moved for a clear
and complete statement of the property
and business (assets, liabilities) of a
Company bearing the name of "Le
Crédit Foncier du Bas Canada," incor-
porated under Chapter 102 of the
Statutes of Canada, 36 Vic., (1873),
and in particular -

1. The amount of the subscribed capital

2. The amount of this capital paid in ;

3. The amount of bonds in circulation;

4. The amount invested and secured by
hypothecs;

5. The value of the real property hypothe
cated ;

6. The amount of capital held as deposits
from the time when the Company comment-
ed busin ess up to the 1st January last (1877).

The said statement not to include the
assets, debts, rights, actions, privileges, and
hypothece which the said Crédit Foncier du
Bas Canada may have acquired from any
Building Society or Societies established
under Chapter 69 of the Consolidated Statutee
of Lower Canada, or resulting from any
union or amalgamation between the said
C-édit Foncier du Baw Canada and any
Company or Companies established under
the last cited Act.

A separate and distinct, clear and com-
plete statement of the property and business
(assets a id liabilities) of any such Company
or Companies, so acquired and possessed by
the said Crédit Foncier, to be made in like
manner, in the form and manner firet above
mentioned up to the lt January last (1877).

Further, copies of the various statements
duly made and certified by the said Crédit
Foncier du Bas Canada since it commenced
business, up to the lst January last.

Mr. BLAKE said the Company was
required by law to send half-yearly to
the Finance Minister a statement of its
assets and liabilities. He did not know
whether all the particulars asked for
by the hon. gentleman could be ob-
tained. In permitting the address to
pass, it should be understood that the
Finance Minister would consider what
further particulars ought to be asked
in this case, and, if those required by
the hon. member could be furnished,
the Government would furnish them.

Motion agreed to.
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AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE'S
REPORT.

MOTION TO PRINT.

Mr. ORTON moved:
" That the evidence obtained by the A2ri-

cuiltural Committee, and reported to this
House last Session, oral as well written, be
printed in blue book form, in the sanie man-
ner as the Report of the Committee on De-
pression of Trade."

Mr. BLAKE said the statement re-
ferred to by the hon. member had not
been submitted to the House. It should
be presented to the House before it
went into the hands of the Printing
Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER said a great deal of
this matter could only eomo to the
louse through a report of the Com-
inîttee. The "I oral evidence " asked
for was not in the possession of any
members of the G-overnment or any
other publie body that might be called
upon for it. He presumcd that evi-
dence had been reccivecd since last
Session.

Mr. ORTON said a large amount of
the evidence submitted to the House
was not printed by the Committee, and
the objeet of the motion was simply to
have the evidence referred to printed
in the usual bluebook form. That
was the only way of getting flic evi-
dience before hon. members.

Mr. BOWELL said, if he remem-
bered correctly, the Report of the Com-
mnittee on Azriculture was referred to
the Printing'Committee, who thought
there was altogether too much of it,
and that it was not worth printing. It
was usual, when a document was re-
ferred, for the Committee to accept
that as an indication that the House
desired it to be printed. Of course, it
was a different matter when the docu-
ment was sent with instructions to
consider whether it should be printed
or not.

Mr. BLAKE said he disagreed with
the view of the hon. gentleman as to
the powers of the Committee. In
referring a matter to the Committee,
the liouse did not divest itself of all
authority over it. If every reference
Was to be taken as a statement of the
flouse that the document should be

printed, they should give up that form
and order the printing directly.

Mr. BOWELL said he dica not refer
to general documents that were sent to
the Committee as a matter of course;
he spoke simply of special cases.

Mr. BLAKE said the rule of the
House, as he understood it, did not
debar them from their privilegos for
the purpose of giving the Printing
Committee the absolute authority to
pass on the question, whother it was
proper and convenient that a document
should be printed or not. If that was
the understanding, he would certainly
object to this or any other document
going to the Committee.

Mr. TUPPER said the flouse dis-
tinctly divested itself of all powers in
ordering papers to be printed. The
Committee dealt with this matter, and,
if the House disagreed with them on
any matter, it did not adopt the report.
The Committee reported that certain
papers should not be printed, and the
House took no action whatever.

Mr. BLAKE said the rule was as
follows:-

"On motion for printing any paper being
offered, the sanie shall be first subimtted
to the Joint Committee on Printing for report
before the question is put thereon."

The Conmittee reported, and the
question was put whether the report
should be adopted.

Mr. TUPPER: The matter in ques-
tion has already been reported.

Mr. BLAKE said ho knew nothing
about that. If it was the case, and if
the hon. gentleman's proposal was to
reverse the decision the Committee
arrivod at last year, ho didi not sec how
the hon. member's motion affected the
matter. They were not dealing with
the merits of the case now. He was
quite willing to have the matter refer-
red again, but it should be distinctly
understood that the doctrine of the
hon. member for North Hastings was
not to prevail-that the reference of
the motion was to be taken as the
sense of the louse that it should be
printed.

Mr. TUPPER said he would like to
have Mr. Speaker's decision as to the
praictice h hal referred to.
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Mr. SPEAKER: As the rule stands,
the more. motion of a member that a
certain loéument be printed, if it find
a seconder, carries the paper to the
Printing Committee. I am not at
liberty to put the question on it. The
rule rea;ds:

«Ô'n motion for printing a'ny paper being
offered, the saine shall be first submitteý
to the Joint Comnittee : on Printing -for
report, before ,the question is .put thereQn.

There is, therefore, no .position
take4 or recommendation .whatever
made by the House. The hon. member,
on his own responsibility, moves that
a certain paper be printed, ho finds a
seconder, the motion is put into my
hands, and I merely read it and pass
it to the Clerk ; the sense of the House
is not taken thereon. Hon. memiers
have probably fallen into the error
from the fact, which froquently
occurs, that some hon. member bas
been able to bring to the notice of
the louse some paper, the importance
of which has not been perceived, and
has tried to got an expression of
opinion that it was of such importance
as to require printing. The Printing
Committee have accepted such
expression, 1 presume, . as sufficient.
reason to reverse the practice.
There is another point on. which I was
myself mistaken a day Ô6r two ago,
when I was thoughtlessly going to
put the question on a motion for printng
a paper which was before the Commit-
tee last year and which they refused to
print. On considering the matter
afterwards, I came to the conclusion
-and I am sustained by the 6 pinions
of the officers whom I consultedupon it
-that the transactions of each Session
are entirely complote in themselves.,
At the Prorogation everything is
finishod, and, when a matter comes
up again, it is entirely de novo. It is
for the Printing Committee to decide
whether the reasons for the printing of
a document are sufficient or insufficient.
The Flouse passes no opinion whatever
on the reference. If it passed an
opinion, a vote might be taken, and
that would be an expression that the
paper should be printed. I find there
is a seconder to this motion and I must
pass it to the Clerk.

Mr. MACKENZIE said lie desired
to call the attention of the louse to

Mr. TUPPER.

the fact that the iotion of the hon.
member for Ce nt:re Wellington was
materially changed from that on the
notice paper. The · notion, of which
notice was given, read:

" Th.at al1 the evidence obtained by the-
Special Commnittee on Agriculture of last
Session' be printed, including any evidence
obtained by Committee after reporting."

The motion, now made, was as foi-
lows:

" That the evidence obtained by the Agri.
ciltural Committee, and reported to this
House last Session, oral as well as written,
be printed in blue book form, in the sane
inanner as the Re rt of the Comnittee ou
Depression of Tra e."

There wore absolutely not two con-
secutive words the sane as in the
notice the hon. member bad given.
Anything more irregular could hardly
be concoived, and the motion could not
possibly be allowed to be put in any
such shape at all. The original motion
gave entirely different grounds, was
couched in entiroly different language,
and, in fact, had no resemblance to that
which was now produced. He (Mr.
Mackenzie) differed entirely from the
interpretation of the duties and prac
tice of the Committee given by the
hon.member for Cumberland. He served
on the Committee for some years,
and it was certainly the practice thon
to examine all documents before them
and report what portion thereof should
be printed. It was occasionally the
practice of the Chairman to call the at-
tention of movers to what he proposed
to print. If it could be effected, those
gentlemen were invited to appear be-
fore the Committee to state their views
on this point. There could be no
question that the intention was to
mnake the Committee practically a sub-
committee of the House to examine
in detail the manuscripts before them
in, order to give an opinion as to what
it would be useful to publish.

Mr. ORTON said be would give
some reasons whythis evidence should
be printed. The Select Committee on
Agriculture had a great deal of discus-
sion in reference to the report and
fnally a compromise was effected. A
Sub-Committee had been appointed to
draft a synopsis of the evidence and
put it in a form which could b cheaply
printed. A majority of the Comm ittee,

Commnittee's Report.(COMMONS.]
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however, concluded that they would
rather not have any of the written
-evidence reported to the House, and
uîrged him very strongly that only the
oral evidence should be presented. Fi-
nally, it was agreed that, if the inajor-
ity would submit the whole evidence,
the minority would acept the oral evi-
dence along with it. It was not for
hîim to say that any understaiding
was coie to, but he thought the
hon. member for North York night
be able to cast some light on the ques-
,ion. lI order to save expense, circu-
Jars werîe sent to represenltative
armers throughout t hbe country, and a

large amount of evidence was thereby
obtained regarding the entries of
productions of the United States into
Canada. An attempt was appareitly
made to report tHe whole evidence, but,
as this was not done, he was obliged to
obtain a record of a partion of the evi-
dence in a manner whieh was perhaps
irregular. le was still of o)inion
thîat the latter section of the testinony
should be printeid.

Mr. SPEAKER said there was vir-
tually no motion in bis hands and the
co urse pursued vas entirely irregular.
The hon. member could not refer to
the Committee on Printing any docu-
ment not in the possession of the
IHouse. In drawing up the motion, the
lion. gentleman should be very careful
to insert nothing even casting a doubt
on the fact that the documents were in
possession of the House. If this was
niot the case, the first step w-as to place
them in its possession, and then move
reference to the Printing Committee.

Mr. TUPPER said lie thought the
lion. gentleman might conclude bis
statement, and the mi tion might then
be withdrawn.

Mr. DYMOND said the hon. gentle-
man had made a charge against him
which he considered it would bea well
for him to contradict.

Mr. SPEAKER said that he did not
understand that any such charge had
been made.

Mr. DYMOND said the lion. gen-
tleman bad invited enlightenment
from him, but he knew nothing what-
ever regarding the action of the hon.
gentleman's Sub-Committee. As re-

garded enlightenment, he had for a
long time abandoned the hope that the
hon. gentleman could be enlightened
by anvone.

Mr. TUPPER said that, if the hon.
gentleman was deprived of the oppor-
iunity of amending his motion, he
thonght this would be the first time he
had ever seen such a course taken.

Mr. ORTON renewed bis motion.
Mr. SPEAKER : Why doos the hon.

gentleman use the word ' oal." as well
as the word " written "?

Mr. MASSON: The motion refers to
evidence, oral or written, that has been
reported to the House.

Mr. CAUCHION: The lion. gentle-
man must bring, by motion, the evi-
dence before the Hose, in order that
it may be read. Then it inmy be
referred.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a grent
deal of force in the observation iade
by the President of the Couîeil.
Papers which came before us last Ses-
sion are not, properly speaking, before
us this Session. We only know of
their existence by reference to the
Journals.

Mr. MACKENZIE said lie thought,
there were a number of precedents of
members having moved that a certain
entry in the Journals bo read for the
purpose of placing it before the louse.

Mr. SPEAKER: We have fallen .
into this mode irregularly. We have
passed resolutions similar to tlis, but
I think quite irregularly.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) said the
Printing Committee liad seen fit to
order the printing of the oral evidence,
but the evidence which had been
received in reply to circulars. when
laid before the Committee, was
rejected. The Committee was3 sup-
posed to exercise its own judgment
.regarding the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: This motion for
printing goes to the Committee. In
the future, hon. members must under-
stand that they must proceed in the
regular way.

Mr. SINCLAIR said the Printing
Committee had found many of the
questions sent throughout the country
answered in such an erroneous manner

Agricultural
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that they could not order them to be
printed. He thought that it would be
botter to leave the matter as it was.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. gentle-
man should make his explanations be-
fore the Printing Committee.

Mr. TUPPER said his hon. friend
would have an opportunity, whon the
Printing Committee made its Report,
of presenting his case to the House.

RETU-RNING OFFICER AT THE
DORCHESTER ELECTION.

MOTION FOR CORREsPONDENCE.

Mr. ROULEAU moved for copies of
all letters, correspondence, telegrams,
&c., asking or having reference to the
appointment of Thomas Jacques Tasch-
ereau, Esquire, as Returning Officer for
the Eloctoral Division of Dorchester, at
the election held in the month of De-
comber, 1875. He said ho did not
charge any doreliction of duty against
the Roturning Officer on the occa-
sion in question. He simply de-
sired to know what had induced
the Government to select a person
outside the Electoral Division of Dor-
chester,to act as such Returning Officer.
The Registrar of the Division had so
acted durîng the local elections in the
Province of Quebec, and ho saw no
reason why the Registrar could not
also have so acted in December, 1875.
It was true that the law permitted the
G-overnment to choose either the
Sheriff or Registrar, but, as the former
lived at a considerable distance from
the Division, ho thought that ho ought
not to have been preferred to the
Registrar, who was a resident of the
Division, and who would naturally take
a greater interest in its affairs than a
stranger, whose interests would natur-
ally be somewhat antagonistic to
those of the electors in question.
As the nomination of a non-resident of
the constituency as Roturning Officer
occasioned great inconvenience, ho
hoped that, if this stop was again taken
by the Government, some member
more influential than himself would
move an amendment to the law, requir-
ing that a Returning Officer, under
sach circumstances, should appoint a

Mr. SINOLAIR.

resident of the constituency as his
secretary, with full power to act as
such officer, or that the Returning
Officer should reside in the constitu-
ency, at all events, during the period
between the day of nomination and the
day of election.

Mr. BLAKE said he understood the
hon. member to ask for this supposed
correspondence not because ho argued
that Mr. Taschereau, the Sheriff of the
Judicial District of Beauce, within
which the constituency of Dorchester
was situated, was a person illegally
appointed, or because lie was not fit,
by reason of character and attain-
ments, to be the Returning Officer, but
because Mr. Taschereau, although such
Sheriff, did not reside within the limits
of the Electoral Division of Dorchester,
and because another officer was named
in the Election Act,-the Registrar, and
the hon. gentleman thought that the
public convenience would have been
botter served by the selection of the
latter official. Now, the law authorized
the Government to appoint as Roturn-
ing Officer cither the Shoriff o
the District, or the Registrar
of the District. The fact that
the Registrar resided within the Elee-
toral Division was, in the hon. gentle-
man's opinion, a proponderating reason
why ho should have been chosen for
such purpose; that, in such a case, the
election would in all likelihood have
been more fairly conducted, and the
convenience of the public interested
would have been botter cared for.
These were the hon. gentleman's views.
He (Mr. Blake) had no reason to doubt
that the Registrar was an extremely
respectable man. He had reason to
believe that this was the case, and,
moroover, the Registrar had a very
good namo-the name of Rouleau.
Further, if ho was rightly informed,
the Registrar was the hon. gentleman's
brother. If this was so, he thought
the Government might fairly choose, of
the two officers entitled to be appointed
Returning Officer, the Sheritf, Mr.
Taschereau, who did not happen to be
the candidate's brother.

Mr. ROULEAU: I suppose the hon.
Minister thought I had some personal
interest in having my brother ap-
pointed.

Dorchester Election.
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Mr. BLAKE: No, no. lowever,
there is Do correspondence, and I would
suggest that the motion be withdrawn.

Motion withdrawn.

THE CIVIL SERVICE.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. COSTIGAN moved for a return
of the names, offiees, salaries, present
residences, dates of appointments, and
national origin of all offlcers appointed
to the Civil Service of the Dominion
since November, 1873.

Mr. CASEY suggested that the mo-
tion should be altered so as to secure
the return being continuous from the
return which was brought down dated
May, 1872.

Mr. COSTIGAN agreed to alter the
date to January, 1872.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

MANITOBA LAND CLAIMS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. RYAN moved for a return show-
ing the number of cases tried aud dis-
posed of under the provisions of the
38 Vict., cap. 53, entitledI "An Act re-
specting conflicting claims to lands of
occupants in Manitoba." He said his
object was to show another very
forcible example of the extremely
leisurely manner, to use no stronger
term, in which Manitoba affairs had
been dealt with. By the 32nd section
of the Manitoba Act and amendments
thereto, parties in possession of lands
at the time of the transfer of the
Province to the Dominion were de-
clared to be entitled to the patents.
As was natural, there were very inany
conflicting claims under this section,
perhaps 200 or 300 ; and, as the ordin-
ary courts of Manitoba had no jurisdic-
tion to try thoe cases, it was found
advisable in May, 1873, to pass the 36
Vict., cap. 6, croating a special tribunal
to try them. Under this Act nothing
was done; it remained a dead letter on
the Statute Books for a couple of years,
and, in 1875, its machinery having
been considered too cumbersome and
expensive, it was repealed by " An Act
respecting conflicting claims to lands
Of occupants in Manitoba." The latter
Act was probably an improvement on

the former, but an Act having been
passed that would work, it was sup-
plemented by the appointment of a
Commissioner who could not work----
the Hon. Alex. Morris. The Lieutenant-
Governor of Manitoba had so much to
attend to--so much publie business and
so much private business,-so many
official appointments to make, and so
many Indian treaties to negotiate, that
ho had no time to devote to the dis-
charge of the duties of Commissioner.
The consequence was that not a single
case had been tried or disposed of. It
was extremely unfair to keep the whole
Province in bot water for so long a
time--nearly seven years. It embît-
tered social and business intercourse;
it kept several thousands of acres of
land unimproved, because no one
would venture to improve disputed
lands. It would have been the natural
and better course for the Government
to have appointed some one of their
friends in Manitoba the Commissioner,
and, if they had no friend of sufficient
ability and character to justify his
appointment, then they should have
appointed the Judges of the Court of
Queen's Bench in the Province, Com-
missioners. Such a course would have
been most satisfactory to the Province.
So far as expense was concerned, it did
not matter whether one Commissioner
took six months, or threo Commission-
ors took two months, and the sooner
the question was disposed of the botter
for all parties. Mr. Justice Betournay
could take the French parishes, and
Chief Justice Wood and Mr. Justice
McKeagney the Englisi parishes. It
was not at all probable that Mr. Morris
would have any spare time to devote
to the duties of Commissioner before
the expiry of his term of Lieutenant-
Governor next summer, and the coun-
try could not afford to wait so long. It
was an imperative necessity thats ome-
thing should be done at once. le
would request the Minister of the In-
terior to give his attention to the sub-
ject, and in the interest of the Province
appoint some one who could give his
time to the settiement of the disputed
claims.

Mr. SCIHULTZ said ho had very
little to say, except to corroborate
what had been said by the hon. mem-
ber for Marquette. These disputed
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claims, like ail disputed claims, were
vexatious, and doubly so froin the lapse
oftime since they should have been
adjusted. le thought under the late
GTovernmnit an assurance was given
that there should be an adjustnent of
these difficulties almost at once. Since
then, every vyar, either in the Iloue,
or by the head of the Department, this
assurance bas been renewed. Never-
theless, not a single one of the disputed
clains--and he belicved they were
more than the number just stated--had
been adjusted. Not only was this the
case, but no general report had been
made by the person appointed, and
no general principles had been laid
down by vhich the claims were to be
adjusted. This was a serious matter
to those concerned. Much of the
property had increased greatly from
its original value; but in many of
these cases the lands had largely
depreciated fron the fact that the titie
was in dispute. It was possible for
the Minister of the Interior to at once
correct this matter, as there was no
sucb difficulty existing as he had felt
in the matter of the stake claims. He
trusted that a proper commission
would at once be appointed. It was
not the function of the Lieut.-Governor
to enter into such matters. The
Lieut.-Governor was said to be largely
intercsted in speculative matters him-
self, and it might be possible that he
might be called upon to adjust some
claims in which he had a direct inter-
est. That was not a position, surely,
in which His Honour would like to be
placed, neither would the Minister of
the Interior like him to be placed in
this position. He (Mr. Schultz) hoped
that the result of the motion would
be to draw the attention of the Min-
ister of the Interor to the nocessities
of the case, and that he would appoint
a commission of several of the resi-
dent Judges, or such other persons as
would satisfactorily perform the duty.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman who has just sat down has made
a distinctive charge against the hon.
gentleman who bas been appointed
Lieu tenant-Govei nor of Manitoba,
namely, that ho is himself largely in-
terested in these lands.

Mr. SCHULTZ: I said that it was

Mr. SCHrLTZ.

generally believed that the Lieutenant-
(Governor had bought ]and for specula-
tive purposes. I did not say ho was
interested in the claims in dispute. I
simply said ho might be interested in
claims coming before him.

Mr. MACKENZIE: That is different
from what I understood. I can only
say that we have no reason to believe
that (overnor Morris is interested in
any kind of speculation that would at
all affect bis position in relation to
these lands. There were such charges
made, but I have the very best author-
ity for stating that they are entirely
incorrect. At all events, we have no
correspondence, and, therefore, it cari-
not be brought down.

Mr. RYAN : There being no corres-
pondence, of course I withdraw my
motion.

ir. MILLS: I had a letter a few
days ago from Gxovernor Morris stating
that he was ready to go on with the
Commission. I, at once, without a
day's delay, issued the necessary in-
structions, and submitted for bis deci-
sion 150 cases. There are, perhaps, as
many more to be disposed of. There has
beca no decision, and thorefore there
is no report to make.

Motion w hclu/rawn.

NOVA sCOTIA INDIAN COMMIS-
SIONERS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. FORBES moved for a return of
the number of Commissioners for
Indian Grants in Nova Scotia, the
counties over which each presides, the
amount annually placed in the hands
of each District Commissioner in the
Province of Nova Scotia, the amount
distributed in each county, also the
names of Commissioners who have
made returns to the Government He
said ho made this motion in the inter-
est of the tribe of Indians which in-
habited Nova Scotia. Some years ago
the Indians were placed in the hands
of a Commission, which had charge of
three or four counties. Since then the
supervision must have been very lax
indeed. The county which he came
from and the next county were in the
hands of one Commissioner. The Com-

(COM MO NS.] Indian Conimissioners.



Jppointnent of Mr. Tremain [FEBRUARY 20, 1877.]

missioner had never been in the county
ofQueen's or of Shelburne. There had
been nothing but one continual com-
plaint by the Indians, they having
received nothing from him. He lived
in another county, and the Indians there
received all his attention. Last year
was one of great distrees amongst
the Indians. They came to the -white
people who had almost entirely to sup-
port them. This attracted the atten-
ion of the parish priest-the Indians
ieing all Catholics-and the priest came
to hin and stated that he could get no
commulnication established with the
Commissioner in charge. Such being
the case, Le (Mr. Forbes) put himself
into communication with the Depart-
ment. The change in its head, how-
ever. prevented the active steps being
taken which otherwise would have
been. If the returns were obtained,
it would be seen how much money had
been expended by each of the Com-
missioners since they took charge of
the Indians. He believed in every
part of the Province the same thing
was Leard; and he supposed there must
be some truth in the complaints, or
these charges would not be so
general as they were. Nobody knew
what amounts were distributed or any-
thing about the matter. It was said
the Indians were paid in kind. In
spring, seed might be handed out in
the courty in which the Commissioner
of whom he spoke lived, but it was
said that nothing was done elsewhere
in his district. Whether the Commis-
sioners had the power to buy blankets
or not, was not known. His own
house had been pestered with the In-
dians coming for clothes, food and med-
icine ; and he therefore spoke feelingly
upon the subject. Did the Commis-
sioners make any returns? Did they
explain w-bat had been done with the
money, were they responsible for it, or
did they use the money as they pleased?
lIe believed there was money enough
given for the Indians to keep them
eomfortably. If the money was merely
handed to the Commissioners, and they
were not called upon to make any
returns, it was time, he thought, that
the system was changed and a new one
adopted. le hoped that, under the
energetie management of the new
1Minister of the Interior, this sort of

thing wou.d be altered. lis own
impression was that each county
should have its own separate Commis-
sioner; and, as it could be found out
how inany Indians each county had,
there would be no difflculty in so
arranging it that each county would
get its quota of money according to
the number of Indians. While the
gentlemen who acted as Commissioners
were perfectly honourable, and no
doubt could account for every farthing
of the money handed to them, yet, not
being business mon, they were not
fitted to mako out the returns to the
Department. le would suggest that
the Commission be placed in the hands
of real busitess men, who would
understand making out returns, and
thus enable a check to be kept upon
them. There was some sort of check
under the old Government, but under
the present rêgine there was none at
all. He hoped the new Minister of the
Interior would see his way clear to
introduce a change in this important
matter.

Mr. MILLS said there was no objec-
tion to furnish the information asked,
so far as it was in the possession of the
Department.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned at

Eleven o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 20th Feb., 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

APPOINTMENT OF MR. TREHAIN
TO A JUDGESHIP.

EXPLANATION.

Mr. CAMPBELL (Victoria) rose to
a question of privilege. He said
he found himself reported in the Globe
of yesterday as having aecused the
Government of improperly appoint-
ing Mr. Tremain to a judgeship. He
denied having ever used his name on
the floor of this House, or having said
anything at all against Lis appoint-
ment.
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BILLS INTRODUCED.

The foilowing Bills were severally
introduced and read the fßrst tine:-

Bill (No. 13) To incorporate the
Dominion of Canada Civil Service Mu-
tual Benefit Association.-(Mr. Wood.)

Bill (No. 14) To amend the several
Acts incorporating the Montreal, Port-
land and Boston Railway Company.-
(Mr. Baby.)

Bill (No. 15) To amend the Insolvent
Act of 187à ; and to make the said Act
operative within the temporary Judi-
cial District of Nipissing.-(Mr. White,
Renfrew.)

Bill (No. 16) Respocting the Beaver
and Toronto Mutual Fire Insurance
Company.-(Mr. Bowell.)

Bill (No. 17) To extend the provisions
of section 56 of the Act 34 Victoria,
chapter 5, intituled: " An Act relating
to Banks and Banking," to the Bank
of British North America.---(Mr.
Frazer.)

Bill (No. 18) To make better pro-
vision respecting the Geological and
Natural Hfistory Survey of Canada,
and for the maintenance of the Museum
in connection therewith.-(tr. Mills.)

BANKING AND COMMERCE COM-
MITTEE.

MOTION TO ADD NAMES.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved:
" That the names of Messrs. Ouimet and

Sinclair be added to the Select Standing Coim-
mittee on Banking and Commerce."

Motion agreed to.

ST. FRANCIS AND MEGANTIC
RAILWAY BILL.-[BILL No. 8.]

(Mr. Brooks.)

ORDER DISCHAROD.

Mr. BROOKS moved:
" That the Order for the Second Readino

of the Bill respecting the St. Francis anJ
Megantic International lailway Conpany
be discharged."

Motion agreed to.
Order discharged and Bill withdrawn.

REPORT.
Mr. VAIEL laid before the House-

Report of the Minister of Militia for
the year ended December 31st, 1876.

Mr. CAMPBELL.

M AILS BETWEEN SYDNEY AND
COW BAY.

EXPLANATION.

Mr. MACK AY (Cape Breton) rose t>
a question of privilege. He said that
in the proceedings of the Senate placed
on the table of the H{ouse on the 15th
inst., it appeared that a motion had
been made in the Senate by certain
bon. members, praying for copies of
ail contracts entered into in 1876 for
the conveyance of mails from Sydney
to Cow Bay. In one of the papers
published in this city a certain hon.
gentleman was reported to have said,
respecting the granting of the contract
to the present holder, that it was; a
" corrupt political job and that the
recipient was a political friend of the
representative of that district, a sup-
porter of the Govornment, and that it
was done at the expense of an oppo-
nent." The mattor stood thus: The
Government decided on granting a
daily mail between Sydney and Cow
Bay instead of the then tri-weekly
mail ; that ho had made enquiries
and discovered that the new contractor
was doing tthe work for a lesser suni
than the othor contractors over part of
the line had offered to do it for. l
disclaimed and repudiated the state-
ment that it was a corrupt political
job, and stated that thero wore rumours
of corrupt influences at work outside
of Cape Breton county. It did not do
for an honourable gentleman to impute
corrupt motives to others, who, in
December, 1874, in Hlalifax, at a pub-
lie meeting, said, with respect to Con-
federation, " that he would nover allow
the walls of the Legislature to stand
between the question and the people ;"
who two years afterwards voted for it,
and shortly afterwards was promoted
to a high position in the State.

An HON. MEMBER: Order.

Mr. SPEAKER said lie could not
understand what the hon. gentleman
desired to imply.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: This
is an abuse of the rights and privileges
of this House. The hon. member
rises to a question of privilege, and
proceeds to abuse some one or other.
I say this is an abuse of the privileges

(COM.MONS.] Business.
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of the House, and the hon. gentleman the turning point therein. Now, Sir, I
has presented himself to the House fear that the questions with which the
under false pretences. ffouse wiIl have to doal to-day will

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton): I prove Vo be of asomewbat complicated
disclaim anything of the kind. I say character, and I must beg the indul-
I have been misrepresented by the gence Of the fouse if I should appear
newspapers of the day. to be somewhat unduly tedions in my

Mr. SPEAKER: I doubt very muchyear to

the propriety of hon. members replying ha e the m um pitic
to newspaper articles. If, in a newspaper as far awe a mue it it
report, a mistake should occur, and as fr a cnide ti el coe
should put members in a false position, and, on the other hand, as not unfre-
I think they are quite in order to
explain that they had not made the qt l ac
statements attributed to them. Offom
course, if the hon. gentleman had a partly r the extre e der s o
charge to make against a newspaper tde), h ere edoa ery of
proprietor he could do so; but it point-I hol fin ope to the ow
seems to me that a reply would not be pointth it is eer thely Vo
in order.pon hti see kly o

in rdr.reach. Hlowever that may be, the

SUPPLY. net result is tbis: that where-
as our expenditure during~ the year

RUSOLUTION REPORTED. amounted Vo no less than $24,48?-,00

Resolution (February 19th) reported, i round numbers, Our totalpto. , receipts fell to about $_22,587,000-
read the second time and agreed to. bing total deficit of no lss than

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND $1,901,000- Now, Mr. Speaker, I
EXPENDITURE. would be te very last man in the

flouse to made liglit of this fact.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT laid before the Yîew it as we may, account for it as

House a statements of receipts and we may, the existence of a deticit at
payments on account of the Consoli- al, much more of a deficit of this ma-
dated Fund, from Ist July, 1876, to nitude, is a circumstance of a very
10th February, 1877. serious and formidable character, none

the less because it is the first avowed
WAYS AND MEANS-THE deficit, though fot the first that las

BUDGET. really existed, since the period of Con-

Order for the Hllouse to go into Com- that Ahs larg d f a bout to
muittee of the Whole to consider of the become clronic, then there could be
Ways and Means for raising the Supply but one question before us, and but one
to be granted to Her Majesty, read. course for the Government to pursue.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Whatever In sucl case it would undoubtedly be
difference of opinion, Mr. Speaker, necessary Vo adopt very vigourous
may exist between hon. members of measures for the prpouo of restoring
this flouse as to the policy which the the desired equilibrium botween in-
Government has pursued in the past, core and expenditure. But, if it
or as to the policy which it may be the should appear otherwise, if a fair and
duty of the Government to pursue in impartial consideration of the items of
the future, I think that hon. members which this deficit is composed should
of all sides and parties in this House show Vo the fouse that there is good
will agree with me in the statement ground for believing that by fàr the
that the financial year which closed on greater part is due Vo extraordinary
the lst July, 1876, was one of an ex- and abnormal expenditures, noV likely
ceedinglyciia eaatr and one ini the nature of things Vo occur again,cednly critical chaiacter,an oe
which will be long remembered in our then, of course, the advico which ouglt
financial history. Indeed, in some im- Vo be given Vo the flouse might ho ma-
ýOrta't points it may be said to mark - terially modiied. Now, if hon. gene-
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men, having Ithe Public Accounts in
their hands, will do ine the favour to
refer to the varions itens making up
this deficit, they will find that a very
large proportion of this $1,901,000 is
co.mposed of items precisely of the
character to which I have alluded. In
the first place, some$134,000 are cha rg-
ed on acceunt of the expenses of the
boundary surveys between ourselves
and the United States, which expendi-
ture was actually incurred prior to the
close of the year 1873-74, and which,
pcrhaps, as a inatter of book-keeping
even, ought to have been charged to
the expenditure of that particular
year. They will find also that no less
than $210,000 is charged for special
services for the Philadelphia Exhibi-
tion, for the loan to the Mennonite
settlers, and for the relief granted to
the distressed settlers in Manitoba, ail
of which are clearly extraordinary and
exceptional c arges. Now, the House
will recollect, with respect to anothor
large entry in the Public Accounts,
that the policy of the prosent Govern-
ment has always been to close,
at as early a period as pos-
sible, the great expenditure which
was going on upon what are generally
known as minor public works-i. e.
buildings and improvemuents of various
kinds in different parts of the coun-
try; and they will also remember that
this expenditure was largely in excess
of the amount which, in our judgment,
ought to bo properly set apart for this
service, at least, under the present
circumstances of the country, and that
of the total sum so charged, $1,980,000,
in round numbers, $980,000 nay
be fairly treated as exceptional and
extraordinary expenditure, incurred
for extraordinary purposes, the ac-
counts for which are closed and which
need not recur again. There remains
orly one item more to whicli I shall
call attention, and that is the charge
of $250,000, or thercabouts, made for
the change of gauge, and also for the
substitution of steel rails for iron on
those portions of the Intercolonial
Railway which belonged to the old
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick rail-
road systems. These I also hold to be
exceptional charges, and charges
whieh in a very short time will dis-
appear altogether from our books.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

The Budget.

Therefore, the House, if it will add
these suins together, will see that I
am justified in saying that $1,574,00o
of the total deficit is really an I fairly
due to exceptional causes,', tad that
this deficit may, therefore. to a very
considerable extent, be looked upin,
as I have said, as one of an abnormal
chara.ter. But, Sir, this is not all. I
have a further proof, and I am happy
to say a mnuch more satisfactory proof
of the general correctness of thai
view. I find, on exarnining the records
of niy Department,that the total expen-
diture to the first day of Januarv,
1877, amounted to about $10,100,000,
whereas the total expenditure for
the same services dri-g the li ke period
of the year ending the lst January,
1876, Was no less than $10,900,000.
In other words, the reductions
which the Government have cf-
fected have amounted to no less than
$8s00,000 in that period alone, a pro-
cess which if it can be continued
during the next half year, would of
itself almost entirely remove the
deficit. Iought, perhaps, to add that the
current receipts to that date from all
sources have almost exactly equalled
the curi-ent receipts to the same
period for the year 1876, and that I feel
justified in now stating to the flouse
and to the country that, had we been
favoured with even a barely average
harvest-had there not been an unusual
and extraordinary deficiency in the
harvest throughout many portions of
the country - the calculations on
whic-h the Government proceeded last
year would have been very completely
verified ; and that not only would the
deficit have been greatly reduced, but
I have no manner of doubt that
I would have been able to state
to the House that it would have
been absolutely extinguished by
the end of the current financial
year without further exertion on our
part. And here, Sir, I would pause to
correct an impression which may pos-
sibly have been made on the minds of
some hon. gentlemen, unless they have
considered with some little attention
the note which I have caused to be ap-
pended to the statement of receipts
and expenditure laid on the table. The
half year ending on the first of Jan-
uary in any year, as hon. gentlemen
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opposite probably know, is usually a
inuch more convenient point of com-
parison than any later periol, for this
obvious reason, that a great many of

the payments which are made after the
first of January are made at irregular
intervals, as has been notably the case
in the present instance. In point of
lact, in the payments up to the date of
the 10th February, 1877, $1,250,000 in
round numbers, bas been charged on
account of interest and of the sinking
fund investments in excess of the
aimounts charged for those purposes at
the same date of 1876. Now, I need
hardly point out to hon. gentlemen
tiat it is a matter of no importance
whatever. in calculating our ultimate
expenditure, whether these sums are
charged ten or twenty days sooner or
later in the months of February or
March ; but I am especially desirous
of calling their attention to the fact
-because the statement itself other-
wise might be completely misleading,
not only to them, but to other parties
here and elsewhere ; and I might also
add that even the statements of receipts
are scarcely to be relied upon, because
we had cleur evidence last year that a
\ery unusual quantity of money was
paid into the Public Treasury about
this time in anticipation of a change in
the tariff-a circumstance which has
Ilot affected Our receipts to any appre-
eiable extent during the present period.
There remains, Mr. Speaker, however,
another and a graver question to con-
-ider, and that is the question-not
how these receipts compare with each
other, but what are our prospects for
the future ? Is the revenue, already so
reduced, likely to fall, or is it likely to
lucrease ? Now, Sir, with respect to
this, it is not in my power, it is pro-
bably not in the power of any human
e in Canada, to say with absolute

"ertanty what the final result may be.
1 can merely give the louse the best
apPoximate estimate I can make, with
the facts and inferences I draw there-
rom, and to leave it to the louse to

s how far I am warranted in theonclusions I have arrived at. I may,lowever, note this fact, that, large and
unusual as the expenditures for the
past year undoubtedly were, they are,
nIevertheless well within the actual
reciptsi fbr the year ending on the lst

July, 1875-the actual receipts for
that year having amounted to about
$?4,650,000, whereas the total dis-
bursements of last year amounted to.
$24,488,500, showing (which is worth
noticing) that, compared with thc
actual receipts for the year 1874-75,
our gross expenditure, large as it is, is
still within the mark then attained,
That is a point of some little impor-
tance, because, as I had reason to show
on a former occasion, our rceeipts for
that year were very considerably
diminished by the operation of a
variety of causes, to which I need not
now refer; and, besides, the year itself
was not one by any means of remark-
able prosperity, as coinpared with
those which preceded it. It may, also,
be observed that the great loss in our
revenue has arisen a] most entirely from
a falling off in one source alone. A
great number of the important items
which go to make up our revenue re-
ceipts remain fairly constant. One,
that of Excise, has considerably in-
creased, as compared with the
preceding year. The great fal-
ing off, as everybody knows, occur-
red in the item of Customs. The
reduetion was simply enormous. The
Customs have fallen off from a total of
$15,351,000 in the preceding year to a
total of $12,823,000, being a reduction
at the rate of about $2,500,000-a sun
larger than our entire deficit. I might
also observe that there can be no doubt
that, had we enjoyed an importation
equal to that of 1872-3 and 1873-74,
the receipts, large as they were, would
have been very nuch increased ; and,
therefore, that the real reduction in
Customs is very considerably larger
than even the heavy sum which appears
in our Publie Accounts. I think I am
justified, under these circumstances, in
saying--not indeed that the Govern-
ment were able to foresee exactly wbat
would happen, but--that the policy and
expectations of the Government were
reasonably and fairly accurate. We
did not base our policy on the expec-
tation of a steady advance, we did not
base our policy even on the supposition
that we could maintain the great
importations which had existed up to
that time. We made our preparations
not only for a stationary period, but
for one of very considerable retro-
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gression. The only thing we were not
fully prepared for was the enormous
and almost unprecedented retrogression
in imports, which took place between
1874 and the close of 1876. In order
that the Ilouse may fairly understand
how enormous that depression lias
been, I would like, with their per-
mission, to make a short comparison
with our position now, and in 1867,
which is the first year with which we
can make any accurate comparison.
Now, as I have excellent reason to
remember, and as many hon. gentle-
men in this Ilouse no doubt have
excellent reason to remember, the first
year of Confederation could by no possi-
bility be defined as a speculative or even
a fairly prosperous year. On the con-
trary, it was a year in which almost
every merchant or importer felt himself
bound to pursue an extremely cautious
and conservative policy. There were
many special causes which conduced to
this. That year was the last of a period
of very great depression. We had
just lost the advantage of the Reci-
proecity Treaty with the United States,
and two of the oldest and largest banks
in the old Province of Canada had been
obliged to suspend, resulting, in one
case, in total loss, in the other, in a
heavy loss to the shareholders. There
were also, as the House know-s, very
serious political complications, regard-
ng which it was not passible for any

man then to sec the end. In one word,
the whole commercial policy of the
country at the time was, as it ought to
have been, characterized by extreme
caution. Now, there is very good rea-
son for believing that our total popula-
tion, in the year to which I have
alluded, could not have exceeded three
millions and a quarter-I am speaking
of course of the four Provinces which
originally formed this Confederation-
and it has even been doubted by some
persons who are well able to form a
correct estimate on this point, whether
it was even three millions and a quar-
ter. Since then, matters have con-
siderably changed. The five or
six years which have elapsed
since we last took the census, with
the great exception of the last,
have been years of prosperity. There
has been a good deal of immigration
into the country, and the total loss

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

from emigration has been compar-
atively very small. I am therefore dis-
posed to put the present population of
these four Provinces at four millions,
and, if that point be granted-though I
do not think it of very great impor-
tance to the correctness of my argu-
ment,--then we have this somewhat
remarkable result: That, whereas in
1867-68, the first year of Confederation,
we had a total importation of seventy-
three and a half millions, with a popu-
lation of three and a half millions, yet,
in the year just passed, with a popula-
tion of four millions we imported only
eighty-seven millions, Manitoba, Bri-
tish Columbia and PrinceEdward Island
being deducted. In other words, not
only had we gone back to the point we
occupied in 1867-68, but if you take a
per capita estimate, our importations
were positively three millions less, re-
latively speaking, in the year which
has just passed than they were at the
commencement of Confederation; and,
even if you choose to take the goods
entered for consumption in place of
those actually imported, you will have
an importation per capita at the pre-
sent time barely equal to that in 1867.
Now, Sir, the House knows I have not
been usually chargeable with the
reproach of over-extravagance in estim-
ating our resources; butI have always
seen clearly that, since the culmination
of Confederation, there lias been a very
great and marked increase in the wealth
of this country, and that many indi-
cations show that this has been far
greater in proportion than the aug-
mentation of our population, and, ther-
fore, whatever be the correctness of
my calculations regarding the mere
matter of population at these respective
periods, if I can show, as I think 1
can, that we have advanced very
greatly in relative wealth since that
time, I am justified in saying to the
House that there is good reason for
supposing that we have seen probably
the worst of the present depression.
I do not attach any great value to such
indications of prosperity as are to be
found in the number of banks estab-
lished in this country, but these banks
do, undoubtedly, afford us certain stan-
dards by which we may estimate with
tolerable precision the increased volume
of business throughout Canada; and I
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find that the general increase in various
matters which are usually considered
reliable signs of the advance of the
population in wealth have been very
miarked during that period. For in-
stance, it is well known that the amount
of the circylation of a country, at dif-
ferent periods, affords a very tolerable
indication of the volume of business
done therein ; and I find that, where-
as, on the lst January, 1868, our
total circulation amounted to barely
814,000,000, at the same period of the
vear 1877, that circulation (deducting
iiieach case the Government notes
held by the banks) had increased to, as
nearly as possible, $26,000,000, an in-
crease of nearly 100 per cent. Similarly,
within the same period, the bank de-
1 osits in the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec, for which alone we have re-
turns, have increased from $29,689,000,
to a no less sum than $70,450,000, the
absolute increase in that case being 130
per cent.; and the deposits in Govern-
ment Savings Banks from $1,686,000,
to $7,178,000, an increase of fully 400
per cent., which is specially valuable as
showing the growth of habits of thrift
Und frugality among our population;
while the quantity of shipping owned
and registered in this Dominion has
grown from 776,000 tons in 187. to
1,204,00u tons in 1877, being a total in-
crease of 65 per cent.,- deducting from
this simate the outlying Provinces
since thisadded to the Dominion; and,
although the gross volume of exports do
unot show equal additions, yet the ex-
ports of our.own products from the four
onigial Provinces have grown frou
845,000,000 in 1867 to $65,000,000 in
1877, exhibiting an increase in this
directiou of 45 per cent. But,
Sir, great as that increase is, an
examination of the items of which it is
composed will go even farther than
the statement of the gross business
transacted in showing the accuracy of
the statement I make that the abso-
lute wealth of Canada has increasea far
more than in proportion to its popula-
tion within the past decade. In the
irst named year, Mr. Speaker, the
total produce of the Fisheries amounted
il value to $3,357,000, whereas, dur-
ig the last named year, the exports
from that source amounted to about$5,250,OOO. The exports of articles

from the forest amouuted to
about $19,750,000 in 1876, as against
$18,250,000 in the first named year,
this increase being very small, while
the exports of animals and their pro-
ducts have risen from $6,893,000 in
1868 to no less than $12,305,000 in
1875. The exports of agricultural pro-
ducts during the same time advanced in
value from $12,871,000 to $20,469,000;
deducting in all these cases the
exports of the Provinces recently added
to the Dominion from the calculations.
There was also an equal proportionate
increase in the department of manuf.e-
turcs; and there are some other
increases which go incidentally to
prove the truth of my statement. For
instance, the total Importation of sugar
has risen from fifty-seven millions of

i pounds in 1868 to no less thai one
hundred and ten millions during the
year just closed; and, although I have
not accurate statistics on the subject
of life insurance, I believe I am cor-
rect in saying that witbin the past five
or six years the gross amount of
policies of life insurance outstanding
in Canada bas increased from about
$35,000,000 to about $85,000,000.
Moreover, new and valuable branches
of trade, as the House knows, have
been developed; a large additional
area of land has been taken under cul-
tivation, and the land which is under
culture is, as I can testify concerning'
certain portions of the country, and as,
no doubt, other hon. gentlemen could
testify respecting other sections of the
country, very much better cultivated
than ever before; our stock has in-
creased in number and greatly improv-
ed in quality; our railway communi-
cation is better and more extensive
than it was, as compared with the
previous period ; and, although a large
portion of the railway expenditure
incurred within that period was of
little practical utility-much money
being spent wastefully, and much pre-
maturely-and although I fear that
no inconsiderable part of the inflation
and extravagance from the effects of
which the country is now suffering bas
resulted from the improvident engage-
ments which were entered into in that
direction, whetber by English share-
holders or Canadian municipalities;
still, notwithstanding all these draw-
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backs, it is clear that much valuable
work has been done, and that we are
justified in believing that considerable
profit will accrue to the country at
Iarge therefrom, however misdirected
may have been the efforts of many of'
the parties originally engaged in these
enterprises. 1 may add that the Cu-
toms Returns up to the present time
afford very tolerable evidence that an
improvement has already coin menced.
Not only have the receipts maintained
themselves fairly, as compared with
the corresponding period of last ycar,
but I also note with pleasure that there
has been a decided increase in that great
item of the 171 per cent. list, on
whicl, during last year, we sustainel
our heaviest loss. I am sorry to say,
Mr. Speaker, that I cannot give an
equally good report of the condition of
the Excise Department. Though the
receipts in this branch have been as
large as they werc during the year
1874-75, there has been a decided loss
as compared with 1875-76, partly per-
haps attributable to the exertions of our
tenperance friends, partly, no doubt,
to diminished consunption from ordin-
ary causes, and partiy to illicit dis-
tillation, which the low price of
barley and hard tines combined
have contributed to develop in cer.
tain portions of the country.
Other branches of revenue have not
only maintained themsielves well, but
have even increased somewhat com-
pared with the corresponding period
of last year. I may also observe that
our railway receipts, which are neces-
sarily just inow at their lowest ebb,
may, 1 think, be reasonably expected
to go on increasing and improving, as
new traffic developes, as ought, and
probably will be the case along the
lines recently opened. Turning to the
Estimates 1 have recently had the
honour of presenting to the Hlouse,
you will perceive that the total sum
demanded for the service of the year
varies a little from the sum demanded
for the past year, amounting to
$23,167,000 as against $23,031,000, an
augmentation of about $136,000. Now,
vith reference to the augmentation, I

may observe that it is alnost purely
nominal, being composed in part of an
item of about $45,000, which appears
on both sides of the account (in one

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

case as an addition to the Sinking
Fund, and in another as investment of
the interest of the Sinking Fund), and

1 in part of $60,000 or thereabouts,
composed of interest on mloney
whi.h we are about to pay off, and for
jwhicl funds are lodged and actually
bearing interest at this moment. The
Estimates are therefore substantially
almost identical in amount with those
submitted during the preceding year,
although, as the House will see by
reference to them, we have been
ob iged, in consequerice of the
con traction of the recent loan in Lon-
don. to increase the annual charge
on thie public debt by nearly $500,0o.
These Estimates in a general way
will speak for thenselves. There are,
however, two or three items to which
I would desire to call attention. A
certain increase is necessarily de-
manded for the efficient performance
of the Lighthouse and Coast service,
vhich is partly due to the natural

increase of the cost of this service,
and partly for repairing injuries
caused by violent storms on some
portions of our coast. The increase,
however, to which most interest and
probably most importance should at-
tach, is the large item of $86,000,
required for the services for Indians, to
which I shall presently allude. Before
doing so, however, it is a matter of
some importance that the House, in
looking atthese Estimates, should bear
in mind how very large a proportion
is occupied by charges over which we
can hardly be said to have any con-
trol. If the House will apply to these
Estimates the same division intro-
duced in the abstract in the Public
Accounts, they will find that the total
charge for " ordinary expenditure "
during the years 1877-78 is no more
than $6,503,343 being a reduction of
very nearly two millions ou the actual
charges which were incurred for these
services in either the year 1873-74 or
1875-76; and that, too, although as the
louse will perceive, the expenditure

for Indians, to which I have already
alinded, has inc reased enormously,
and although there is a much heavier
charge on account of the Mounted
Police in the North-West than in 1873-
74. Now, Sir, theso charges for
Mounted Police, for Indian treaties,
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and, indeed, for the whole Government
of the North-West, are, I think, in a
certain sense and to a certain degree,
to te fairly regarded as charges on
capital. Not that I at all propose so
to treat them or remove them from the
Consolidated Fund ; but it is evident
to every lion. gentleman that, when we
undertook the government of that great
region, we undertook a task in per-
forming which we must make very
laige present sacrifices for the sake
of the future gain which we
hope nay accrue therefrom. And I
desire to call the special attention of
my hon. friends from British Columbia
who, on former occasions, have miade
it a charge against the Government to
to which I belong, that we were utterly
callous and indifferent to the prosecu-
tion of the Pacifie Rýailway, to the fact
that the present Government lias
expended from lst July, 1874, to 1st
January, 1877, no less than $6,000,000
on the work of the Pacific Railway
and the survey thereof; and that the
present outlay for Mounted Police and
lor Iidian Treaties, and the Govern-
ment of the North-West,-all of which
are absolutely indispensable prelimin-
aries to any- successful attempt to
colonize that region or construct a rail-
wav through it, whether it be done
with our own funds or by agreement
with iontractors or other parties,
will entail an addition to our ordinary
annual ckarges of no less than $800,000.
Now, if that sum were to be capi-
talized, it would represent, at 4j per
cent., no less than $18,000,009. I
think, therefore, whatever other charge
the Government may be liable to, that
of indifference to the prosecution of
this railway, or reluctance to do every-
thing which we could reasonably and
fairly be expected to do for that pur-
POse is certainly not one.

Mr. TUPPER: Do I understand the
hon. gentleman that the expenditure
since 1874 on the Pacific Railway has
amounted to $6,000,000 ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: From lst
July, 1874, to lst January, 1877, the
amount of $6,O00,000, as nearly as
may Le, bas been expended on the
railroad works and the surveys--the
survey of course absorbing a sonsider-
able portion of that sum. Before pro-

9

ceeding to discuss other matters, it
may be as well that I should give the
House details of the loan which I con-
tracted recently in London, and the
reasons which induced me to issue it
in the manner I did. As the House is
aware, in last November I had occa-
sion to issue a loan for £2,500,000 ster-
ling in London, at the fixed price of
£91 per cent. That loan was made
with the usual allowances customary
in such cases; and the usual commis-
sion of one per cent. and no more was
paid to the agents entrusted with the
negotiation thereof. 1 may add that
that loan fetched the highest price
ever obtained on our own unaided
credit and I may farther add-and it
is a good illustration of the correctness
of the judgment of the Government in
deciding to issue a four per cent. in-
stead of a five per cent. loan---that that
loan fetched absolutely a higher price
et wholesale than the highest retail
price obtainable for our five per cents.,
payable in 1903, the actual value of
that loan at 91 being as nearly as pos-
sible equivalent to five per cents. at
108, whereas the current selling price
of those five per cents. was barely
from 105 to 106., deducting accrued
interest. Now, Mr. Speaker, the bare
statement of these two facts inight,
and, under ordinary circuinstances,
would probably have been sufficientý;
nor should I have felt it necessary to
weary the House with a prolonged
explanation of the reasons which
induced me to issue this loan at 91, or
to adopt the mode of issuing it at a
fixed price instead of by way of ten-
der, save for one consideration. I
am aware that the propriety of the
course I adopted had beencalled in ques-
tion; and (which is of much more im-
portance) I foresee that it is necessary
to disabuse the mind of the public of
some gross misconceptions on this point,
if we would avoid serious difficulty and
danger in future negotiations; and I
shall, therefore, be compelled to speak
at some considerable length as to the
exact position in which Canadian loans
have stood for some years past, and my
grounds for the steps I took. And, in
the first instance, I must beg the indul-
gence of the House while I glance at
the general position of Canada in the
London money market. It must b&
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remembered that the late loan was
only one of a series,----that two other
loans had been issued, and that it was
known that other loans mnust follow
within a very short period. Now, I
do not at all wish to arrogate to myself
any particular wisdoin in the negotia-
tion of these matters, but I must say
this,---.that no Canadian Minister of
Finance bas ever had such a task
before him, or lias ever had to discharge
it under circumstances similar to those
under which it lias fallen to ny lot to
issue a series of loans in London. The
louse must bear in mind that the

change of security from a 5 to 4 per cent
stock, was necessarilv an experinent,
and a difficult and delicate experiment,
and that there was a great deal of
tacit but very decided resistance to
sucli an issue. It was perfectly under-
stood on the Stock Exchange and else-
where that, if Canada succeeded in
establishing 4 per cent. as the rate at
which she could borrow, all the other
colonies of good standing would follow
lier example, and possibly other foreign
countries; and therefore, not unnatur-
ally, considerable difficulties were
thrown in our way; nor was it a very
easy matter to place Canadian 4 per
cents. on the market as a favourite and
popular security. Indeed,for some time,
it was very doubtful if we could estab-
lish thenp at ail. It was matter of
notoriety in London that a large amount
of our loan of 1874 remained for a long
time unabsorbed in the hands of the
capitalists who had taken it, and per-
haps it is not so well known as it ought
to be that this loan was for a time at a
discount in the London market, which
would have been enhanced but for the
precautions taken by large holders
of the loan to sustain it. Under
the circumstances in which I found
myself placed, I think the House will
agreo that the Finance Minister had a
double duty to discharge. It was not
enough for me to negotiate a single
loan on good terms. I was bound to
obtain the best reasonable prices for
our securities; but I was also bound to
take ait possible precautions to guard
against the risk of failure. I
need scarcely say that there can
be no man in the country more
anxious than the Minister of
Finance, whoever he may be, to obtain
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as good a price as he can for the
securities of Canada, but I may
add that there is necessarily no
other man in Canada who is or
who ought to be so keenly alive to
the possible consequences of failure,
or who, if he is fit for lis position, is so
well able to judge of the mischief
which may ensue therefrom, as the
Minister of Finance ; and, therefore, I
say that any man who goes to London
charged with such a duty bas the right
to expect that le will receive from his
colleagues and from the country a rea-
sonable amount of confidence, and full
plenary power to do as he may judge
best in the interest of the country. I
do not object to any fair criticism of
my conduct, but I desire to point out
that I had two things to consider,-not
only how to get the best immediate
price, but the possible consequence of
failure in negotiating this loan, which I
do not hesitate to say would have been of
the most serions moment to Canada. I
do not wish to cast the teast reflection
upon any hon. gentleman opposite ; but
I have felt on more than one occasion
that it was a personal misfortune to
myself and to the Government that
there is no hon. gentleman on the Oppo-
sition benches who has at any time filled
the position of Minister of Finance. I
felt that, if any of those distinguished
gentlemen who filled the office before
me, if Sir Alexander Galt, Sir Francis
Hlincks, or Sir John Rose were sitting
beside the hon. member for Kingston,
it would be unnecessary for me to enter
into these lengthened explanations, as
they would understand that the
Finance Minister had only taken the
precautions which they themselves
never failed to practice, and that
they would be the first to declare that
a Finance Minister who neglected to
take these precautions, for the sake of
a little temporary popularity or a little
doubtful gain, would deserve the
severest censure of the intelligent por-
tion of bis countrymen. Nor would
they have made the vulgar blunder, to
which a great deal of ail this miscon-
ception is owing, of catching at some
stray quotations in some odd English
newspapers, and disregarding the
steady current of quotations for months
together. To judge of the price which
can be obtained for any loan at whole-
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sale by mere accidental retail quota-
tions shows a very partial acquaintance
with the real state of the case. If
quotations are continued for a long
time, and are genuine bond fide quota-
tions of fair amount, they do, it is truc,
afford a guide which may be relied on
to a great extent, though it often hap-
pens that a market which would be
well sustained, with a small quantity
of stock to dispose of, would droop
exceedingly if any large amount should
be suddenly thrown upon it. As is
well known in London, and, as I should
imagine, ought to be equally well
known in Canada, there are many
stocks in which a peremptory order to
buy or sell even the small amount of
£50,000 or £100,000 sterling would have
sent the stock up or down, from 1 to 2
per cent., as the case might be. More-
over, the fact scems to have escaped
observation that the quotations usually
referred to are those of the old loan of
1874, a loan which, having run 2½
years, is necessarily more valuable and
likeliy to attract the attention of large
investing companies in preference to
a similar loan which has thirty years
to run. I am not, however, disposed
to confine the case to mere general
arguments. I have here a statement
cýarefully prepared from journals of
high financial repute--from the London
JEconomist and the Investors' AIfonthly
Manual--showing the actual quota-
tions, after deducting accrued interest.
(anothermatter which has been entirely
overlooked) of the old loan, which, as I
have shown, was preferable to the new.
Now, Sir, on.the lst July the Econonist
quotation, twhich I think hon. gentle
men will admit to be as high an author-
ity as can be produced) showed that the
actual retail price of our four per cents.
varied from £90 6s. 8d. to £91 ts. 8d.
--a quotation which was not disturbed
during the entire month of July. In
August it had risen to £90 11s. 9d.,
varying towards the close of the month
from 90 to 91ï. The same state of
things prevailed not only. through
September, but through the greater
part of October, and only towards the
close of October, through legitimate
but accidentai and temporary causes,
did it range as higl as 92J. The
quotations from the Investors' -fan-
ual, deducting accrued interest,

and based on actual business done,
show that the quotations varied from
90- during two of these months to 901
in September, and reached the maxi-
mum of 92 in the month of October.
This is all the more important because,
in each case, these figures represent
the actual latest business donc; and,
though I am quite aware that one or
two stray quotations may have ranged
a point higher, I had very excellent
reason to know that this advance was
purely temporary and could not possi-
bly have been maintained. Now,
Sir, while I am on this matter,
I ought to state to the House the fact
that, so far from those gentlemen who
engaged in this transaction having the
opportunity of making a large sum of
money at the expense of Canada, the
actual fact was that, the moment the
new loan was issued, the price of the
old loan, (which, as I said before, is a
preferable security) appears to have
fillen to 9 1, a rate at which, Ineed not
remark, no possible profit would accrue
to anybody who held the new issue;
and it appears during the whole month
of November never to have touched
as high a rate as 92, (deducting accru-
ed interest,)while during the month of
December it varied from £90 18s. to
£91 5s., these quotations being taken
from the official markings on the Stock
Exchange from the 10th or 12th Nov-
ember to the 31st December, 1876. To
those who understand the meaning of
these quotations, it will be apparent
that it would be perfectly impossible
for anybody to gain any wide profit
out of our loan by purchasing into the
new issue at a fixed price of 91, even
deducting the allowances to which I
have alluded ; and, if any hon. gentle-
men are desirous of maintaining that
it is possible for any man-I do not
care who he may be-I do not care
what security he may be dealing in--
to obtain anything like as high a price
at wholesale for a loan of several
millions sterling thrown suddenly on
the London market, as he can for
the same securities by retail, I would
desire to call their attention to the
circumstances under which a variety
of loans were issued by other Govern-
ments doing business in the same
market.
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Country. Date.

Brazil ................ 1871 £3,000,000
do ................ 1875 5,301,000

Chilian ............... 1873 2,276,500
do ............... 1975 1,000000

Belgian ............... 1874 1,440,000
Frencli ................ 1871 88,000,000

do...............1872 140,000,000
Hiungiarian ............

Go ...... ......
Italian Tobacco loan . ..

do ................
Russian ...............

do ...............
Swedish...............

do ...............
Norwegian.........

1873
1874
1868
1869
1873
1875
1868
1876
1876

7,500,000
7,500,000
9,404,762
5,200,000

- 15,000,000
15,000,000

1,150,000
2,000,000
1,320,000

Taking all the loans of any note what-
ever, which have been made during the
period from 1868 or 1869 up to the
present time, we find these results:-
Brazil in 1871 issued aloan of£3,000,000
at 89 -. the market price at that
time being no less than 97 for similar
securities. These were, however, to
expire in a fixed period of no great
lengtb, and, therefore, that quotation
does not quite fully represent the
actual state of things; but in 1875 that
country issued an important loan for a
larger amount at 96J; the then market
quotations beingfrom100to101. The
Republic of Chili about the same time
issued a loan at 94, the current market
price thereof being e7. It afterwards
issued a loai at 88j, the detailed
quotation being 91 to 92. Apparently
the loan issued by the French in 1872
was placed at about 80. In the case
of the Italian loan, which was issued
at about 69, the difference was also
very great. For that, I presume, there
are special causes. In the case of
Russia, in 1873, there was also a great
difference. In the case of Sweden, in
1876, one or two loans were issued at
96j, the retail quotation being 97 and
99. The same remark applies to the
Norwegian loan, made at nearly the
same period as mine. The fact o! the
matter is this, Sir,--and it is thorough-
ly well understood elsewhere, and is, I
may say, apparent on the face of it----
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No previous issue.
84.
961.
96 to 98.
1st issue in England.
97 to 99.
1st issue.

that it is quite impossible to obtain the
same price at wholesale for any sum you
may place on the market, by at least
one or two per cent., as you can obtain
in the snall retail transactions on whieh
these quotations are usually based.
But, if my lion. friends ask for further
proof, I think I might fairly refer them
to the circumstances under which Mr.
Tilley negotiated a loan in 1873. Now,
it must be borne in mind that Mr. Til-
ley was able to present to the Eng!ish
market a security having very great
advantages. Our four per cents.,
boaring the Imperial guarantee, are, >
say the least of it, as good as any
security which exists in London or
any other part of the world. I desire
to say, in the first place, that I am not
in the slightest degree censuring Mr.
Tilley for anything which bas been
done: I amn merely calling attention
to the circumstances under which he
acted, and to the utter impossibility of
obtaining as high rates for a wholesale
transaction as for a retail operation,
however good the security may be.
Although it bore the Imperial guaran-
tee, he was unable to obtain as much
for it, within five per cent, as Sir John
Rose obtained for the mixed loan
issued by him in 1868-9, allowing for
the discount on our five per cents at
that date. The actual resuit was that
.Mr. Tilley netted about 102-,, the retail
price ot guaranteed fours at that
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moment, as any hon. gentleman can
see by reference to the Economist,
being from 104½ to 106, while 1, who
netted 901 on quotations ranging from
92 to 93 at retail, got quite as close to
the maximum price with my decidedly
inferior security- as Mr. Tilley was
:able to do with the loan he issued. I
may mention another curious fact
bearing on a point to which I hcre-
tofore called the attention of the House,
and that is this:-that, whereas
the real intrinsic value of Mr. Tilley's
fours, when issued, was no less than
£ 114, as con trasted with the then price
of consols, which were 92, Mr. Tilley
was unable, as the Ilouse will sce, to
-obtain within twelve per cent. of the
sum which he ought to have got, if we
merely regard the actuarial value of
the two securities,-the fact being that
it is a matter of considerable difficulty
in England to negotiate any loan at a
premiun, and such is the effect of long
custom or of prejudice in the London
narket, that any niew security, no

matter h-ow good the guarantee may
be, is always very much cheaper than
the old and botter established ones.
Now, I have already alluded to the
fact that the loan of' 1874 was a loan
from which almost all the parties, who
took an interest in it, derived very
little or no profit. The House is
probably not aware, but the returns of
the Stock Exchangce and other official
documents will show that all through
1875, and the greater portion of 1876,
our loan (deducting accrued interest)
was positively at a discount--in one or
two instances going to as low a figure
:as 861. I am not disposed to inflict
on the House another long list of
those quotations, but I shall be happy
to verify the statement either with
the hon. member for Cumberland
or any other gentleman who de-
sires at his leisure to investigato it.
As to the question of employing nid-
dlemen-in other words, as to the
possibility of dispensing with agents
and other intermediaries in London,
in negotiating our loans,--[ beg the
House to remember that any country
going to London to borrow money
must, more or less, conform to the
customs of that market. The London
.Market is, to a very great extent,
under the control of a corporation,

(I might almost say of a close cor-
poration,) consisting partly of a number
of very powerful capitalists, and partly
of brokers and agents; and the position
which the outside English investing
public occupy in relation to Canada
can be only described-as one of great
indifference, of which a substantial
proof may be found in the fact that
rnany English papers of large circula-
tion do not insert Canadian, or indeed
any colonial, securities among their
daily quotations of transactions on the
Stock Exchange. This, no doubt, is a
matter to ho regretted, arid it is one
which I hope to see remedied by-and-
bye; meantime, I think I would have
been very much to blame if, under
such circumstances, I had failed to
avail myself of the ordinary means
of placing our loans in the market.
If I had donc so, I would have run the
risk of making a total shipwreck of
the transaction. In faut, the whole
question of employing middlemen
and agents in London resolves itself,
to a great extent, into a question
of insurance. No doubt, .under a
peculiar combination of favourable
contingencies, you can float a loan
without the intervention of these
agencies; but, in so doing, you are
very much in the position of a mer-
chant who sends a ship on a dangerous
voyage with a most valuable cargo
uninsared, and I did not feel it in the
interest of Canada to run any risk at
that moment, which I could fairly and
honestly avoid. As to the other ques-
tion, whether, even admitting all that
I have said, it was a prudent act to
issue the loan at a fixed price or by
tender, I frankly admit that this is a
fair question for argument, as is also
the question of the employment of
agents, but I repeat it is necessary in
all such cases to pay some regard to
the temper and preferences of the mar-
ket in which you are dealing. Now, Sir,
the same remarks that I made with
respect to the question of issuing loans
at wholesale prices, one or two per
cent. below ordinary retail quotations,
applies, and applies with even greater
force, to this question of issuing at a
fixed price and not by tender. Let us
take the list already referred to, which
is in fact a list of all the countries
which have issued any loans of magni-
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tude - that is, all the coun-
tries of good standing - for
the last eight years. Brazil, in 1871,
issued a loan of £3f,0,000 stg., at a
fixed price; in 1875, one of £5,500,000
at a fixed price; Chili, as I before re-
marked, did the same; the Belgian
Government issued one of £1,400,000
at a fixed price; France issued her
two large loans at a fixed price; Hun-
gary issued its large loans in the same
way ; Italy did the same; Russia did
the same; Sweden issued its loans,
each of similar amount, at a fixed price;
and, lastly, the Norwegian Govern-
ment, almost at the same time that we
issued ours, issued its (at a much cheap-
er rate to the investor than mine,) also
at a fixed price. These loans exhibited
every variety of diflerence in the rate
of interest and in other particulars, but
they presented one common point-
that they were ail issued at a fixed
price and not by tender. I find that
they were issued by houses of the
highest reputation, by the Rothschilds,
Baring Bros., Stern Bros., and others,
aud I put this question to the House :-
Are we to suppose that ail these coun-
tries and ail these well-known houses
are entirely mistaken in their judg-
ment of what is desirable and wise,
in dealing with the London market ?
Or are we to believe that these houses
so well and honourably known in every
exchange in the world, conspired to-
gether to defraud those who put trust
in them? I repeat, Sir, that, although
these loans differ in almost every
imaginable particular, the Ilouse will
find them all alike in reference to the
important points,--that in each and
every case the wholesale price is less
than the retail price, and that in each
case they were issued at a fixed price
and not by tender. I need not say
this was a point long and earnestly
discussed by the agents and myself.
I was aware of the prejudice that
existed here on this question; and, if
I could have done so with a due regard
to the interests of Canada, I would
have humoured the prejudice--ground-
less as I believe it to be. But J think
that it will be found, on due examina-
tion, that there are only two cases in
which parties may safely venture on
issuing by tender. First, where, as
in the case of a bond bearing the
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Imperial guarantee, they have se-
curity so good that they are masters
of the situation; or in cases where
time or immediate success of the
negotiation is a matter of indiffer-
ence. As an appropriate illustration
of the correctness of this view, I may
state that one of the most impor-
tant Australian colonies had occasion
some time ago to negotiate a loan of
£1,509,000. That loan was offered to
the market by tender, with a sealed
minimum. The tenders at or above
the minimum only amounted to some
£300,000. The minimum was then
disclosed and tenders again invited,
but only £300,000 or £400,000 could
be obtained. After many efforts to
float it, the loan was finally withdrawn,
and the balance was taken up by the
Australian banks, on private arrange-
ments best known to themselves. I
need not say that our case was directly
opposite to this. Time was of vital
importance, and any failure in the ne-
gotiation would have been attended
with serious consequences to the
credit of this country. As it was, we
just escapod meeting with unpleasant
reverses. Although no time was lost,
although our prospectus appeared in the
London papers the very moment that
the armistice was agreed to between
Turkey and Servia, yet ,within twenty-
four hours of the closing of the loan,
the whole market was completely de-
ranged by the speech made by Lord
Beaconsfield, at the Mansion House, and
replied to by the Czar of Russia next
day ; and I have the best possible rea-
son for saying that it would have then
been impossible to negotiate a loan on
anything like the advantageous terms
that Canada actually obtained. While
on this question, I may repeat that the
London Stock Exchange have taken
the strongest possible ground against
the issue of loans by tender at sealed
minimums, and that I much doubt if it
would be prudent to adopt that method
of floating a loan, except perhaps in
the case of Imperial guaranteed bonds.
It is well known that, in the case of an
open minimum, there is not mnch
chance of getting more than a few shil-
lings above the price named, and that
there was but a very doubtful advan-
tage to be gained in running the risk ,
as we certainly would have done, of
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losing a great many valuable subscrib-
ers,--men whose names I desired for
various reasons to see recorded on the
list of subscribers to the Canadian loan.
Unhappily, there seems to exist a
rather serious delusion as to the readi-
ness with which we can borrow money
in the London Market. Doubtless, our
securities are gradually creeping into
a good position there; but, unhappily,
the mere fact that money is plenty in
London does not by any means insure
success to a Colonial Minister of Fi-
nance in negotiating a loan there.
Money is plenty in a great many cases
simply because credit is scarce, and it
by no means follows that it is there-
fore always easy to induce investors to
put their money in a comparatively
unknown security. I may add that
there wero certain special features in
our case which I was bound to con-
sider, and which this House was bound
to consider. It is perfectly well known
that Canada is not looked upon with a
friendly eye by persons having great
influence with the London press. More
than once, during the progress of
negotiations of previous loans, hostile
articles have appeared in London jour-
nals of widely extended circulation; and
I had good reason to know that, if there
was much delay, we might be exposed
to the same adverse criticism, to the
very serious detriment of the opera-
tion. It must be borne in mind that
it is as well known in London as it is
here--at least by those interested in
such matters--that a very considerable
deficit in the revenue of the past year
was inevitable; in fact, they had
only to refer to my Budget speech to
see as much. The depression which
existed in Canada and all over North
America was perfectly notorious, and
would necessarily exercise an unfavour-
able influence upon this class of securi-
ties. The fact that we had heavy
engagements to meet for various
public works, and that we bad a
serious difficulty with British Columbia
in regard to the Pacifie Railway was
equally well known ; and, furthermore,
we were weighted down by the cir-
cumatance that a very large amount
of English capital, amounting in all to
a smIn Very nearly equal to the whole
Of the national debt of Canada, is
UInhappily locked up in railway invest-

ments from which very little return is
at present looked for. I need scarcely
add that it was likewise known to many
on the Stock Exchange that large
masses of Canadian indebtedness were
maturing within one or two years, and
that other loans must be contracted
for the purpose of paying them off.
Now, Sir, bearing in mind the facts
i have stated, and bearing in mind
that, for months before and for months
after the issue of this loan, the
retail price barely ranged from 90 to
92 at the very outside, with perhaps
the exception of one or two stray
unimportant quotations, I must say it
did but small credit to the good sense
and patriotism of my critics to find
that, without waiting for those explan-
ations which I alone had the power to
give, there wero persons found indis-
creet enough to attack not only my
conduet in negotiating the loan-which
they were perfectly welcome to do-
but the personal honour of the dis-
tinguished bouses wbich had been
employed by me, as they were for
many years by my predecessors, in
conducting the financial affairs of
Canada. Those attacks were dastardly,
dishonourable and thoroughly to be
deprecated; I trust before this debate
closes there will be a universal expres-
sion of disgust at them from both sides of
the House; and I desire to say, with
reference to the bouses of Baring and
Glynns that, on both occasions, in 1874
and in 1876, every penny of our stocks
which they took was taken up
especially at my request, and at my
earnest desire. They asked for none
and wanted none. It was I who took
the responsibility of inducing them to
subscribe, for reasons which would
induce me, under similar circunstances,
to repeat the request. And I have
to add that the special means
which these firms have of ascer-
taining the truc value of the stock,
and the fact of their being very large
subscribers, had a great deal to do with
the success which attended this loan.
That success was remarkable, and was
attributable to two causes. First, to
the precautions taken; and, secondly,
to our good fortune in the choice of the
moment of issue. I need not say that,
in the present state of Europe, and in
the state in which it was when I last

Wrays and Mans- The Budget. 135



136 Ways and Mieas-

made ny appearance in London, no
man could say how soon the market
might have been thrown into utter
confusion, or when the present com-
plications inight have i esulted in
universal war, or how that con tingency
might have affected our chance of bor-
rowing money at all. I hold that it is
the very keystone of a sound financial
policy for a country in our present
condition with such large responsibili-
tics, aceruing and accraed, to be
always well in advance, and nover to
allov ourselves to wait for the last
moment for obtaining a loan,--more
especially as it really costs this country
very little, as I am always able to ob-
tain nearly, if not altogether, as good a
rate for whatever amount I have in
hand as I have to pay to the lender.
Moreover, Sir, another advantage of
this loan was that it left no less a sum
than £2,100,000 stg., Imperial guaran-
tee, still in reserve, which may prove
exceedingly valuable to this coun-
try, inasmuch as it is a security
which I can always succeed in floating,
no matter vhat difficulties or embar-
rassnents may attend the negotiation
of ordinary securities in the English
markets or elsewhere. However, ny
main object is to correct two false im-
pressions which I found prevailing on
this side of the Atlantic. In the first
place, I desire to correct the absurd
idea that it is possible, under any cir-
cumstances, to obtain as mach for a
large sum at wholesale as at retail
prices; and I desire to call attention to
the falsification or misconception of
the quotations which actually exist in
the London market. Lot hon. gentle-
mien take any recognized authority
they will-whether the Econonîist or
the Lnvestors' Manual or the official
markings of the Stock Exchange, and
they will find that, with the possible
exception of a few stray transactions,
the whole current of the quotations of
our loans is precisely as I have
deecribed. Now, Sir, any attacks
made upon me can do me little harm,
and I am perfectly able to defend
myself here or elsewhere; and any
attacks which may be made on the
personal honour and integrity of the
agents of Canada will do them very
little harm. But I cannot but feel
that they may do this country
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verv considerable harrm ; and it is on
that account that I have deemed it
my duty to indulge in this somewhat
long and tedious explanation, in
order that every hon. gentleman
may satisfy himself that the advice
given by our agents was fair and
sound, and based on the true condi-
tion of the market. And I repeat that,
before this debate closes, I hope that
the right bon. member for Kingston,
who, as the First Minister of' the pre.
vious Government, must have been
intimately acquainted with the whole
of the transactions between Canada
and these two great houses for a con-
siderable time, will take occasion to
disown the attacks which have been
made upon the integrity of those

gentlemen. If ho does not, I arm afraid
even his silence may be construed into
an endorsement of this most unfor-
tunate attack on men who, both in
former times and now, have done and
are doing all in their power to maintain
the good name and the credit of
Canada. Perhaps, before finally dis-
posing of this question, I may as well
embrace this o)portunity of explaining
to the Iouse the application which has
been made of the large sums of money
which bave, at various times, been bor-
rowed by this Government. We have
borrowed in all--on three separate occa-
sions----tie nominal sum of £9,00oo,000
sterling, r-oalizing an actual net result
of $41,000,000 or $42,000,000. I find,
on examining the Public Accounts, and
those of my Departmont not yet pro-
duced, that it is accounted for as
follows : ---- From the first July,
1874, to the first January, 1877,
we have expended in al on the
Intercolonial Ruailway the sum of
$4,173,000. We have exponded on
capital account for the Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick Railways a fur-
ther sum of $922,000. For the eom-
pletion of the Prince Edward Island
Railway we have expended soime
$1,018,000. On the Pacifie Railway
survey we have expended $1,652,000;
and on the works of construction
therewith connected we have ex-
pended $4,356,000, making a gross
expenditure, on what I may call rail-
road account, of $12,121,000. With
respect to other publie works, charge-
able to capital, we have expended on
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the Lachine Canal, $1,457,000); Wel-
land Canal, $4,296,000; and, on other.
canals, about $1,238,000; on the
completion of these buildings (the
Parliament Buildings), $629,000 : and
on what are known as improvements
of the River St. Lawrence, conducted
tinder tbe Montreal Commission, $564,-
ooo,----making the total for other
purposes $8,184,000 ; or total ex-
pended in these ;two years and a half,
S20,305,000 on capital account. We
have, besides, now in hand a sufficient
snn of' money to expend between
$,)000,000 and $7,000,000 on the various
works mentioned in our Estimates.
And I have also made provision for the
redemption of something like a couple
of million of dollars which fall due
within the next nine or ten months. We
have. morcover, paid off debts or made
advances to the various Provinces
amounting to between $16,000,000 and
$17,000,000, with this satisfactory re-
Sult, that, whereas we have increased
the * charge for interest by about
s1,750,000 on the one hand, we have
reduced it on the other by about $930,-
000. In other words, the $27,000,O00
(composed of the sums now in hand,
which we are about to spend, together
with the expenditures which I have
just enumerated), will cost this country
very nearly three per cent per annum,
which is not a very bad financial oper-
tion,---always admitting the necessity
of constructing these works at all.
Now, it is perfectly well known that I
myself have never approved of the con-
struction of all these works at one time;
and, although I do not wish at this pre-
sent moment to enter on anything like
a political discussion, I must observe
that I believe there is not a single one
of the works to which I have alluded
for which, or for the inception of which,
the present Government can in any
way be held responsible, with the ex-
ception of a certain part of the expen-
diture for the construction of the Pacific
Railway. And now, Mr. Speaker, hav-
ing:shown to the best of my abilities the
results of the general financial policy of
the Government, and having given such
explanations as I think the House can
fairly demand at my hands, of the rea-
sons which induced me to select the
particular mode and price of issue of
the loan rccently effected, I ought per-

haps to add that, for obvious reasons,
I have not hitherto ;etated to the Ilouse
certain circumstances which carme to
my knowledge as to the difficulties
with which we met in establishing our
four per cents in the English markets.
I would now repeat my assurance tbat
these difficulties were neither few nor
slight, and that we required not months
but years of patient negotiation to over-
come some of the most formidable of
them. The only other point on which
much further explanation is needed is
with reference to the future position
which we are likely to occupy, as re-
gards both our ordinary annual expen-
diture and our capital outlay on those
other great works which we are obliged
to undertake or proceed with. It is
extremely necessary in estimating the
present position of this country, and in
judging correctly of the policy which
the Government are about to advise the
House to pursue that we should bear
accurately in mind the liabilities now
existing, (or which will exist when the
funds at present in hand are expended)
as compared with those which we found
impending at the time we assumed
office. In 1874, counting from the lst
July of that year, I find that our
liabilities up to 1880 were computed
by me pretty nearly as follows :---I
expected to be obliged to spend, on the
completion of the Intercolonial Rail-
way, a sum varying from $6,000,000
to $7,000,000, which I may say, is
almost exactly the amount that has
been or will be spent for this purpose,
if the Estimatesfor 1877--78 are fully
expended. I also expected that the
task of completely repairing the
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick Rail-
ways, as contradistinguished from the
original Intercolonial Railroad, would
require a total of about $2,000,000,
which I proposed to expend and have
expended, partly from capital and
partly from income. For the Prince
Edward Island Railway, I estimated
$1,000,000, which bas been slightly,
though not much, exceeded, and their
land grant would, I knew, require
$800,000 if they chose to apply for it.
I estimated the expenditure for a great
variety of minor public works then in
hand, including the completion of the
Ottawa Buildings, at something like
$4000,000--and I fear that this ex-
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penditure has iather over-run than
under-run my estimate. I estimated
that the cost of completing the Welland
Canal, as from that date, would involve
the expenditure of about $10,000,000,
and the Lachine Canal, of $6,000.000
or $7,000,000. For the Ottawa Canals,
e ven without prosecuting them to their
full extent, as was at one time contem-
plated, I knew fully $2,000,000 would
be required, and, for the St. Lawrence
improvements and similar objects, I
set down the sum of $1,500,000. For
the Pacifie Railway, I was obliged to
make merely approximate estimates,
and these I placed at something like
$10,000,000. The advances to the
Provinces on old engagements repre-
sented about $1,000,000. I knew that
we had a mass of de bts maturing to the
amount of no less than $35,000,000,
and I expected that the St. Lawrence
Canals would consume a further
amount of from $6,000,000 to
$9,000,000. In other words, I knew that,
between 1874 and 1880, the country
would be called upon to contract loans
either for the purpose of redeeming
outstanding debt or for carrying on
the public works then actually com-
menced,which would amount absolutcly
to $81,300,000 ; or, if you include the
last named items, to no less a sum than
$90,000,000. I knew also that the
expenditure which might be incurred
in the North-West Territory for the
purpose of properly organizing and
managing that great country----al-
though then unknown--would cer-
tainly be very large; and that the
mere expenditure for some years to
come in running the Intercolonial and
other railways would likewise con-
sume a very considerable portion of
the publie revenue. Now, comparing
the estimato as made in 1874 with the
estimate I have before me of the
probable expenditure from the year
1878 to 1880, I am able to congratu-
late the House and the country on the
enormous reduction which is being
made in this great mass of liabilities.
I have every reason to believe that
the total capital expenditure on the
Intercolonial Railway proper will be
entirely celosed by that date (1878),
though possibly a small balance may
romain to be provided in the case of
the Nova Seotia and New B:unswick

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

Railways. The Prince Edward Island
Railway, as well as the Prince Edward
Island grant, has, as the House
knows, been finally closed. Expendi-
ture on minor public works, including
the Ottawa buildings, will, I hope, be
also closed before that time ; and, as to
the Welland Canal, the estimates
which have been brought down, to-
gether with a small supplementary
estimate, will come so near defraying
the cost of the final completion of that
great work that I am informed the
sum of $2,250,000, at the outside, will
be ail that will remain to be expended
for that purpose, while the sum of'
$2,500,000 will, it is expected, suffice
for everything really required in the
case of the Lachine Canal. Tho out-
lay on the Ottawa Canals and the St.
Lawrence Improvement Fund wili
likewise by that date be closed, and,
although I am unable to fix any ab-
solute limit to the expenditure on the
Pacifie Railway, yet, bearing in mind
the facts stated as to the largo sum
already expended, I think it a fair
estimate to say that $4,000,000 will
represent the probable outlay from
1878 to 1880. Now, even allowing
$2,000,000 or $3,000,000 for general
miscellaneous purposes, I think that
this result will follow :-.--That, as
against absolute engagements in 1874
of $46,300,000, we can say that,
after 1878, we have provided for
all save about $11,000,000 against
which I hold, intact and unbroken,
£2,100,000 sterling of Imperial guar-
antee; and, as against the mass
of debt of $35,000,000. we only
have thirteen millions of dollars
remaining to refund, after de-
ducting the sums for which I have
made provision. With respect to the
St. Lawrence Canals, I am of opinion.
as is also my hon. friend beside me,
after full consideration, that the expen-
diture on those works can fairly and
reasonably be delfyed for a short time
without the least prejudice to the pub-
lie interests. The general result of all
this is, therefore, that, whereas, when
this Government came into office, it
was confronted with total liabilities
amounting to fully $90,000,000 (accord-
ing to the programme laid down by
the hon. gentlemen opposite), without
taking into accouant the enormous ob-
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ligations incurred if the Pacific Rail-
way contract was to be carried out in
its entirety, we have now a total
amount of liabilities to be provided for
rather under than over $24,000,000, an
amount which, if we only succeed in
floating another small loan on anything
like as advantageous terms as the last,
is not likely to give us any considerable
trouble. I might properly add,-be-
cause this is a very material point in
estimating our present position-that
we have every reason to believe that the
estimate for the cost of governing the
North-West has now attained its maxi-
mum, and that we will not be obliged to
come down to the flouse, and demand
any large addition for this service, un-
Iess some entirely unforeseen accident
should occur. So, in the case of the In-
tercolonial Railway, it will be manifest,
I think, to every hon. gentleman that
there is reasonable ground for believ-
ing that that expenditure has attained
its maximum, and that the receipts
nay be expected to increase from time

to time, which amounts substantially,
of course, to the same thing, so far as
reducing the deficit for that service is
concerned. Nor, Mr. Speaker, is this
all. It will be observed, as I have said,
that we have demanded a total vote
of about $23,170,000 for 1877-78, ai-
though, as I have explained, at least
$100,000, is mercly a cross entry. The
House may very fairly say: Suppose
that you do expend, as on your own
showing you expect to expend,
this additional $11,000,000, will you
not be compelled to incur fresh outlay
in providing for the interest thereon?
Sir, for that also, I think I shall
be able to satisfy the iouse suf-
ficient provision has been made. If,
as I said, I succeed in effecting
another loan on the same terms as
the last-of which there is a reason-
able probability,-the reduction in the
rate of interest on thirteen millions,
coupled with the charge on certain
sulfms now about to be discharged,
vill give a total reduction on that item
amounting to no less than $250,000.
Then, as I have said, there is every
reason to believe, that the losses incur-
red in running the Intercolonial Rail-
Way, (which, I may observe, now in-
eludes the whole system of the Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick Railroads),

will be diminisbed in one way or
another by a sum of at least $250,000.
The House will bear in mind that in
making this statement I am not de-
pending on increased receipts; I amn
merely calling attention to the fact
that the sum of about 8250,000 is now
charged as extraordinary expenditure,
for changing the gauge and replacing
the iron by steel rails,--an expenditure
which, in the nature of the case, must
very soon cease altogether, nor will it
require to be renewed for a great many
years to come.

Mr. TUPPER: What do you estim-
ate the cost of working the railways
above receipts?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: The present
dead loss to us is, as nearly as I can
recollect, about $550,000, including the
cost of running the Prince Edward
Island Railway, which will amount to
above $100,000.

Mr. TUPPER: You expect to ro-
duce that by $250,000 ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: By about that,
owing to the fact that a large portion
of the extra charge is caused by re-
placing iron by steel rails. My hon.
friend, the Minister of Public Works,
maintains that the estimated life of
the steel rail very greatly exceeds
that of the iron,-the former of which
he places at from fifteen to twenty
years as against six or eight in
the case of the latter. That, of
course, is a matter on which I am not
in a position to give much information
to the lHouse. But the point to which
I wish to call attention is that we
have, in these two items alone, reasoxi-
ably well-ascertained means of meeting
the increased interest for the increased
expenditure on capital account, to
which I have alluded, without further
charge to the people, while, if the
expectations entertained (no less by
hon. gentlemen opposite than by my-
self,) as to the increased commerce
which may fairly ho expected to flow
through the Welland Canal when
opened on an enlarged seale, are even
approximately correct, I am warranted
in expecting that some addition may
come to the publie exehequer from
that source. The lowest estimate at
which that is placed is $250,000 ; and,
looking at the fact that the canal pays
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a considerable net revenue even now,
when it is able to admit only vessels
not exceeding 400 or 500 tons, there
is really fair ground for believing that a
considerable augmentation of the public
revenue may be looked for from that
source. But, that being an uncertainty
and a matter yet remaining to be proved,
I have not felt it wise on the present
occasion to do more than call the
attention of the louse to it as a prob-
able source of increased revenue; for
which reason, likewise, I do not calcu-
late on the additional revenue we may
expect to derive from the increased
reccipts of the Intercolonial Railway.
The House will therefore sec that there
are certain very important points
which may be regarded as reasonably
fixed in considering our present posi-
tion. They will sec that our total ex-
penditure lias, at last, attained a posi-
tion which it is not likely to exceed for
somel time to come, always excepting
such casual cross-entries as are caused
by accumulating interest on Sinking
Fund, which amounts to $130,000, if
not more, since 1874. With such ex-
ceptions, we are in a position to assure
the louse that an expenditure of about
twenty-three millions and a few hun-
dred thousands, more or less,either way,
ought to meet the working expenses
of Government. We have also so
greatly reduced our absolute engage-
ments, and so greatly reduced the
amount of debt we are positively
obliged to pay off, that I do not
anticipate anything like the sarne
difficulty in dealing with that ques-
tion which I dreaded in the past.
I think we have gauged with tolerable
accuracy the extent of the depression
up to the present time; although I
must admit it is, unfortunately, yet a
matter of some uncertainty as to
wvhether the future depression may
not even exceed the point which has
now been attained. It is a question of
some considerable interest whether
the taxes which were imposed in 1874
did or did not diminish the importations
to such an extent as materially to re-
duce the benefit accruing therefrom.
I may say that, after giving the subject
mach consideration, I am inclined to
think they did not; and I base that
opinion on several grounds. In the
first place, as the House knows, the

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

imposition of the additional two and a
half per cent. dd valorem was neutra.
lized, or nearly so, by the very great
fall in the average value of the articles
on which it was imposed; or, to put
the matter in another shape. had the
duty been specifie instead of ad valorem,
the country, without any nominal in-
crease, would have obtained a verv
much larger revenue than it now does.
The fact was that the diminution in
values has cost us much more revenue
in proportion than we got from the
incrcase of two and a lialf per cent.
duty. Moreover, I have cause I special
inquiry on this matter to be made by
gentlemen of known authority, and,
although they differ on minor points, ail
agree in believing that no serious
diminution in importations has taken
place from the imposition of that addi-
tional tax. I might add that we had
pretty strong evidence on that point
in the demand for the imposition for
further duties for purposes of protec-
tion, which-has been advanced by my
lion. friend from Montreal West, and
others, on the very ground that no
diminution of imports had taken place,
and to a certain extent in the testi-
mony which was giveni by the hon.
member for Cumberland on theocca-
sion of the debate in 1875, in which
the lion. gentleman admitted that such
were the resources of the country that
no hardship whatever had resulted
from the imposition of the avditional
duty. iMoreover, on examining tfli free
list and tle articles on which no altera-
tion in duties was made, it will be seen
that a corresponding reduction took
place in importations, and that even to
a greater extent in many cases. For
these reasons I am strongly inclined
to believe that no diminution in the
total 1 olume of our imports resulted
from the steps taken by the Govern-
ment in 1874, for the purpose of pro-
viding additional revenue.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the chair.

After Recess.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT resumed. He

said : Mr. Speaker, before the recess, I
had taken the opportunity of explain-
ing to the House my views on the
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general position of the country at the
present moment. I had stated to them
certain reasons, which appeared to me
valid, for supposing that we had pro-
bably seen the extreme point of depres-
sion, or, at least, very nearly the
extreme point that is likely to be
reaebed, and that we had a fair ground
for hoping that we wouild not have any
serious reduction on the revenue
received last year (1875-76). I had
ailso stated that, but for the unfor-
tunate deficiency in the harvest which
occurred last year, I had no doubt
whatever that the expectations of the
Government would have been fully
realized, and that it would have been
easy for us to bave paid our way with-
out having recourso to the disagreea-
ble necessity of imposing any further
burdens upon the people. Unhappily,
as the House knows, the last year's
harvest, so far from being a fuir
average, was decidedly deficient.; and
that calamity, coming on the top of an
unprecedented depression in trade,
did undoubtedly upset al rea-
sonable calculations, and will,
in all likelihood, inflict upon us
a deficit, though a snall one, in the
operations of the current year. I
think, on the whole, that it is expe-
dlient, taking all things into considera-
lion, that we should take steps to
supply that deficiency. The House
knows that, no matter how it may be
explained, no matter under what cir-
eumstances it may have arisen, a repe-
tition of these deficits in the revenue
would seriously affect our credit; and,
fôr many reasons, it is obviously desir-
able that the credit of Canada should
be maintained at as high a point as
possible. Now, there are two things
which it especially becomes us to con-
sider ut a time like this. I have always
held that the Government of this
country was not justifie 1 in imposing
any duties whatever that the neces-
sities of the revenue did not fairly
denand. That principle I had occasion
to expound at great length last year,and I shall do no more than briefly
ailude to it on the present occasion. It
is obvious, aise, that at a time of
lepression, it is desirable not in any
vay to increase the already serious
burdens of the people of this country;and, in the proposals J am about to

subnit to the lHouse, we have endea-
voured as far as possible to keep in
view the necessity of meeting a defi
ciency in the revenue, and also of so
re-adjusting the tariff that the net
result shall either not inflict any loss
at all, or at all events as small a loss as
possible on the pockets of the géneral
public. Now, Mr. Speaker, in con-
formity with my pledge to the House
last year, it becomes my duty to con-
sider in the first instance, the proposal
of the hon. member for Stanstead,
affecting the present duties on petro-
leum or coal oil. As to this, I may
say, in the first instance, that it was a
duty which I never liked, and would
never have imposed myself, and which
always appeared to me decidedly ob-
jectionable, though I did not consider
that the general circumstances last
year warranted me in opening up the
tariff, and, perhaps, provoking a series
of long and awkward discussions for
the sake of a single article. Moreover,
I felt then, as I feel now, that there
was something to be said on the side of
the refiners also. I felt that their
complaints were not wholly unreason-
able, and especially that their com-
plaints as to the vexatious restrictions
which necessarily attended the collec-
tion of any Excise duty deserved the
attention of the Government. Sir, it is
very well known to this House that it
is impossible to collect an Excise duty
without so interfering with the manu-
facture as, in many cases, to prevent
valuable improvements and experi-
ments from being carried out; and in
fact it is laid down almost as a funda-
mental rule that every Excise duty is
proportionately more oppressive to the
manufacturer than a corresponding
Customs duty of equal amount. As
respects the amount of duty involved,
I find, as nearly as I can calculate, that
the total consumption of coal oil
throughout Canada may be estimated
at about 8,000,000 of wine gallons, that
being the measure on which the duty is
imposed. Of this total of 8,000,000,
about 5,500,000 are manufactured in
Canada, about 800,000 are imported,
paying duty, and, according to the cal-
culations of my hon. friend from Stan-
stead (which do not differ very widely
from those of the officers of the Cas-
toms Department), probably double
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that quantity bas been imported inte
Canada without paying duty-

An HON. MEMBERI: Smuggled.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: As my hon.
friend remarks,---speaking briefly---
bas been smuggled. I agree to a
great extent with the hon. member for
Stanstead that the loss to the country
by this duty is decidedly greater than
the amount of the duty itself. It is
known that, in the case of duties1bearing
so high a proportion to the value of the
article as the present duty on coal oil,
you must add a considerable percentage
for the additional loss inflicted on the
consumer before it ultimately reaches
its destination; and, therefore, assum-
ing a consumption of 8,000,000 gallons,
I an very much inclined to say that
the position taken by the hon. member
fbr Stanstead, that a loss varying from
81,100,000 to $1,200,000 was inflicted
on the public, is not very mach out of
the way. My own opinion is that it
is not quite so great, but that, never-
theless, a very serious loss is inflicted
on the public. The Government, there-
fore, have carefully considered this
whole question with a desire to reduce
the burdens of the people as much as
they could, and yet not utterly to wipe
out of existence a Canadian industry
which had grown up under the protec-
tion of the law as enacted by hon.
gentlemen opposite. The conclusion
we have come to is this :-We propose
to abolish the Excise duty altogether,
and to reduce the duty on imported
petroleum from 15 cents per gallon,
as it is ut present, to 6 cents; and
by this operation, I believe the people
cf Canada will be the gainers by the
full 9 cents, and more, on every
gallou of the 8,000,000 at present
consumed. If we adopt my hon.
friend's calculations, the saving to the
people would amount to $1,200,000.
In my opinion, the people of Canada
would be the gainers by at least
$750,000, and, as far as I can see, the
loss to the revenue-because I believe the
entire amount now smuggled would be
brought in paying duty-would be oniy
a littie, in excess of $200,000. It is
necessary for us, under existing cir-
cumstances, to take back an equivalent
for that amount ; and we desire to do
that with the minimum of disturbance
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to existing interests, and in sucli a way
that, if better times come, it may be
removed as casily as possible. So,
therefore, as we are giving the coun-
try the benefit of a reduction of duty
varying from $750,000 to $1,200,000,
according to one or other of the calciu-
lations which I have submitted, we
think we may fairly ask the country
to recoup us by paying an additional
duty of one penny sterling, or two
cents per lb. on tea imported into the
country. That would make us tole-
rably square, and restore the desired
equilibrium, as far as it goes. But there
is a certain deficit which it is highly
desirable we should make good; so we
have to propound for the acceptance
of this flouse certain other changes,
which, I venture to say, will disturb
the current of trade as little as any
alterations which would bring the
required amount of revenue. The main
change is one affecting the article of
malt, and beer brewed therefrom. I
impose that tax with some reluctance
and can quite understand the objection
of all English-speaking men to pay a
further tax on beer ; but, on the whole,
we believe that our proposal will
be in the interest of the country. We
propose to put a tax of one cent per
pound on malt, and three cents
(or a trifle more,) per gallon on beer,
if brewed from other articles than
malt. That constitutes the main
change to which we shall ask the
flouse to consent; but there are certain
other alterations, suggested by my
hon. friend the Minister of Customs,
which it is desirable to make; and
these are mainly in the direction of a
readjustment of the revenue, and,
with one exception, cannot, I think
be said to involve any serious addi-
tional charge on the consumer. It has
been found, in collecting the revenue,
that, under the tariff as at present
worded, very considerable discrepancies
exist in the duties collected on various
articles. One man is found paying
one duty at one port, while another
poys a different duty at another port,
and so great hardship is suffered by
the hunest importer; and in various
ways there is a considerable loss to the
revenue. Some of these anomalies wC
propose to remove, and in the follow
ing way :-We find, for example, in
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the article of cotton and linen thread,
that the language employed in the
Customs Act rendors it, in practice,
nearly impossible for Collectors to
discriminate between those particular
kinds subject to 10 per cent. and those
subject to 17½ per cent. (and it is very
doubtful .whether it will be possi-
ble to arrange the Act so as
to avoid these discrepancies), from
which cause the revenue is suffering
considerable loss. For the purpose of
avoiding this injustice and this loss to
the revenue, we propose to place all
these in the same list of unenumerated
articles-that is, to remove them from
the 10 to the 17½ list; and I cannot
understand very clearly why the dis-
tinction was originally made. Then
there is a question which may touch
some of my hon. friends more nearly.
The Customs authorities have been
subjected to considerable difficulty in
dealing with the duty on cigarettes,
and they think that, as the law stands,
they should pay duty as cigars; but
we intend to remove all doubt by
expressly including them under the
bead of cigars. We propose-as many
objections were raised at the time the
tariff of 1874 was introduced, against
the apparent injustice of taxing a low
grade of cigars at the same rate as a
high grade,-to subject all cigars to a
specific duty of 50 cents per pound,
and an ad valorem duty of twenty per
cent., which will allow the low grades
to be imported at precisely the same
duty as at present, and, at the same
time allow us to secure a little more, i
revenue. On the article of perfume,
which is now paymng several rates of
duty, we propose to place a uniform
rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem; and, as
this is very clearly an article of luxury,
I do not suppose hon. gentlemen will
raise any very serious objection to
this alteration. We propose also to
remove the article- known as tubing
from the free list. The presence of
this item on the list has caused con-
siderable inconvenience, and consider-
able loss to the revenue. It is, in
practice, almost impossible to discrim-
inate between the various classes of
tubing, and, therefore, we propose to
make the duty on the whole of these
articles 17½ per cent. I am also in-
formed that some considerable difficulty

in respect to the duty to be levied on
certain parts of locomotives and tubular
boilers has occurred from the same
cause. I never could understand why
this was placed on the free list, and I
do not know any reason why it should
not pay 17J per cent., as well as other
unenumerated articles and other kinds
of tubing. We have found, also, that
very considerable fraud has existed in
connection with the importations of
wine, and that all sorts of charges, such
as botiling, cartages. labelling, packing
and things of that kind are placed in
invoices, in such a way as to reduce
the wine below the standard to which it
properly belongs. We therefore propose
to amend the tariff in that respect, so
as to prevent these frauds occurring in
the future. We propose to introduce
an alteration in the law regarding
packages, under which (not to delay
the House by reading the clause, whicb
is somewhat long), in certain cases
therein provided, packages, when they
contain goods subject to specific duty,
shall be required to pay 17½ per cent.,
and, when they contain goods subject
to ad valorem duty, shall be included
in the fair market value of such articles.
These matters, however, may be more
fairly and advantageously discussed in
Committee, when these resolutions are
in7 the hands of hon. gentlemen. I
should say that, on imported malt, 2J
cents per lb. is to bo placed. The al-
teration in respect to packages has
reference to the frauda that are at
resent committed in connection there-

with. Perhaps I had better read the
resolution.

Mr. WOOD: How are you going to
manage in the case of the free goods ?
Will tree goods make the packages
free ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : I am inclined
to think that my hon. friend is correct
---they do so. It has also been found
expedient to alter the duty on ale, beer
and porter imported from other coun-
tries. This we propose to make spec-
ific, in place of the present mixed
specific and ad valorem dury, and we
will put the duty at 18 cents per im-
perial gallon in the case of ales and
porters imported in bottle, and 12 cents
p r imperial gallon in the case of ale,
beer and porter, imported in wood.
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There was one article that 1 omitted
in the free list, cotton thread in hanks,
coloured and unfinished, No. 6 ply,
which we propose to remove fron the
free list to the 10 per cent. ist. Thc
duty on ales and porters is in flact a
redistribution, a slight inerease having
been made in consequence of the duty
we propose to impose on malt and on
beer when manutactiied in the coun-
try itself. Now, to put the matter
briefly, the net resuit is this, that wh ile
the revenue will certainly gain a con-
siderable sum - probably between
$400,000 and $500,000, (a sui which I
think will be sufficient to make good
any deficiency that is likely to arise
next year, even should our imports re-
main at their present low figure) we
wiii, at the same time, put an end to
the mischievous practice of smug-
gling, which is beginning to pre-
vail, and, although we do take
$400,000 or 8500,000 out of the
pockets of the people in one way
ander the operation of the increased
tariff, which I propose to impose, they
wili nevertheless gain $800,000 by the
remission of duties on petroleum. So
that the net result to the people of
Canada will not be an addition, but a
direct and considerable diminution of
the burdens under which they are at
present labouring. As regards our
expectation of future revenue from
these various sources, we estimate the
Customs duty likely to be received
during the year of 1877-78 at some-
thing like $13,600,000 ; our Excise
duties, which of course are diminished
by the loss of the duty on petroleum,
at about $5,300,000; and our other
receipts substantially as in the year
before-that is to say: Stamps, about
$250,000; Post Office, $1,100,000;
Publie Works, $1,750,000 ; and Mis-
cellaneous, from various sources, about
$1,400,000-making a total estimated
income of $23,400,000 for the year
1877-78. It will be seen, therefore,
Mr. Speaker, that the Government has
adhered strictly and rigidly to the
policy they have heretofore laid down;
that they are not disposed to add to
the burdens of the people in any way
or shape, unless the necessities of the
revenue really require it at their
hands. And, when we consider the
depression which prevails elsewhere,
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which prevai almost aIl over the
civilized world, and notably in the
nieiglbourîing States, I think I liave
reasonable ground for saying to the
HIouse that, atter ail, severe as the
depre-sion has been. mach as we have
sutered, we certainly have not suffered
more than-it is a question whether w-e
have suffered as much as--the neigh-
bouring people. Sir. as the United
States lias been held (11) to us as
a model and example of fiscal
p licy, I would desire to call the
a:ntion of the louse to the practical
reuits of the policy which has been in
lorce in that country for a considerable
number of years past. In the first
place, as there has ieen an extraordi-
nary and unprecedented diminution in
the imports to this country during the
last few years, it may be as well to see
how the United States bave fared during
a similar period. In 1873, the gross
imports into the United States, as given
in the quarterly report of the Chief of
the Bureau of Statisties, amounted to
$663,000,000, falling in the succeed-
ing year to $595,000,000, in 1875
to $553 ,000,000, and in 1876, to
$476,000,000. In other words, the im-
ports into the United States have fallen
off in three years nearly one-third,-
in al], about $200,000,000. And I re-
gret to say that that diminution still
continues, for I find that the gross
importations into the United States
during the three months ending Sep-
tember, 1876, only amounted to
about 8102,000,000, as compared with
$127,000,000 in the corresponding
three months of 1875. Now, Sir, it
w!.l be seen, from that brief statement,
that, whatever misfortune may have
overtaken this country, we, at any
rate, are not one atom worse off than
our neighbours on the other side
of the line, who have enjoyed the
benefits ofa fiscal policy, which, accord-
ing to some hon. members, is a
panacea for ail the commercial evils
that cau possibly overtake any coun-
try. I may add, that, if I were disposed
tO pursue that analysis further,---
that, if we were to deduct from those
imports to which I alluded the im-
portations of such articles as tea, sugar
and coffee, and of bullion, and make a
corresponding reduction from the im-
ports into our own country, we would
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find that the reductions in American
i nports were even more marked in pro-
portion than they are in the statement
i hat I have submitted. And it may be
as well, before I finally pass from this
subject, to call attention to the faut
that even the United States exports in
1875-76---of which we have also heard a

great deal --do not compare at all disad-
vantageously for us with the exports
froin Canada during the same period.
I find that the total exports from the
United States duringI 187G amounted
to $6 4.000,000, reported i n mixed
valucs as their custom is, of1 which
about $52 00,000 in gold were re-
ported as the produce of the -United
Staes. Now, ou t of this $525,000,000,
I find that no less than $493,000,000
representing a gold value of about

8440,000,00) we re made up of the
followiug raw materials :
stuffs, $132,000,000; eotton (raw).,$193,000,O ; provisions of various
kinds, about $90,000,000 ; oil and oil
cake, $38,000,009 ; tobacco, something
ike 823,000,000, and about $12,000,000

of products of the forest,-while miscel-
Janeous articles such as leather, quick-
sîiver, tallow, coal, live cattle, etc.,
mle up a sum of $40,000,000 more.
The net resuit is that the total expor-
tatIon of manufactures fo-om the United
States, reduced to gold value, is very
little more than $53,000,000 or
$54,00û,000, which, in proportion to
our population, is rather less than the
exportation of manufactures fromu
Canada, which amounted to about
.$5,320,000 of the same kinds of
articles. If there is any advan-
tage at all, it has been on the
side of Canada, which is exporting
quite as many manufactures in propor-
tion to population and area as the
people of the United States, notwith-
standing the fostering protection they
have so long enjoyed. And, Sir, if,
deducting the article of coin and
bullion, you compare our gross exports
during that year with the exports of
the United States you arrive at this
result: -- That our gross exports,
making the requisite reductions, are
about $72,500,000, against theirs of
about $575,000O,00, gold value,--in
Other words, the exports of Canada per
capata are fully one-third larger than
the total exports of the United States.

10

Indeed, I am not certain that the per
centage may not bc properly placed
very considerably higher. It must be
borne in mind that the reduction
of the imports into the United States
has taken place on a vastly smaller
importation per capita than that into
Canada, and that, at this moment,
whereas the United States, with all
their great advantages, are not export-
ing much more than $11 or $12 per
capita, we in Canada are exporting at
lceast $18; and whereas they only
import $10 or $11 per capita, we in

| Canada, even in a season of great
depression, are importing about $22
per capita. In other words, Mr.
Speakcr, our general trade is fully
twice as great as that of the Uiited
Sttes, and not only do we both buy
more and sell more than they do in
proportion to our population, but we
sell and buy on botter terras for our-
selves, because the much talked of
balance of trade in favour of the
United States, although it may mean
their slow recovery, may, and probably
does mean, that they are paying a
great deal more for the articles they
arc importing than they are worth,
and may also mean, and probably does
mean-as is freely alleged to bc the
case in regard to the exportation of
certain manufactured articles----that
they are encouraging an artificial
commerce at the expense of the Ameri-
can taxpayer. Now, comparing the
result of our fiscal policy wi th the re-
sult of the American tiscal policy, I say
boldly that so far as these figures show,
and so far as the facts are known to
us, they show we have no cause to
dread a comparison. As for their
home market, I have said before, and
I now repeat, that the number of per-
sons employed in manufactures in the
United States is not greater relatively
to population than, if indeed as great
as, the number so employed in Canada.
And not only do they not employ more
men, but they do not, a' present, at
any rate, pay them one whit more.
Indeed, I doubt much whether the pur-
ehasing power of wages in the United
States is at all as great as that of simi-
lar wages in Canada; while, as to the
condition of the general labour market,
it must be a matter of common noto-
riety to every hon. gentleman in this
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House, that, if there is (as unfortunate-
ly there is) depression in Canada. there
is still greater depression in the United
States; and if there are, unfortunately,
men now unemployed in our large
cities, in New York alone, on the other
hand, it is reported that something
like one-fifth or one-sixth - of the
entire male adult population is un-
employed, and clamouring for employ-
ment at the popular expense. Now, I
have never doubted in my own mind
that a people so intelligent, so enter-
prising and so industrious as the
inhabitants of the United States, and
possessing almost unexampled natural
resources of every imaginable descrip-
tion must naturally become a very im-
portant manufacturing people. But
I doubt whether, in some important
respects, they are taking the right way
to secure their speedily #«quiring this
position. I believe, myself, they would
have made greater progress in their
whole trade, export and import,
whether as regards manufactured
articles or ordinary raw material, if
they had adopted a system more clûsely
anatagous to the system we nowr
possess. Taking into consideration the
extraordinary soverity of the strain to
which Canada has been subjected, I am
inclined to think we have not unreason-
able ground for congratulation, when
we remember that we have had to con-
tend with a most extraordinary general
depression, affecting our best customers
as well as ourselves, and exasperated
by an unusually indlifferent harvest, at
the very moment we have had to
defray special expenditures on our
public works and to provide for a great
mass of debts maturing. I think
the country may be congratulated
that so dangerous a crisis in our af-
faira has passed without our sustaining
any very serions loss. I hold that
equilibrium is now being restored.
Our credit has beon sustained, and,
more than sustained, and despite our
,deficit and the difficulties with which
we have been loaded, our securities
have obtained a better price than
ever before, and, unless another such
misfortune as the last overtake us
in the present summer, we will be
able without very much difficulty to
weather the storm. If we are disap-
pointed, the Government knows its

Mr. CARTWRIGT,

duty and is prepared to do it. Canada
has yet ample resources untouched to
enable it to meet its engagements; and,
although I trust I will not be com-
pelled to again add to the public burden,
still, if the public service demand it, I
am sure the people of Canada will not
allow their credit to be impaired.
And, Mr. Speaker, allow me to say
this, that had it been possible for us in
1874 to have foreseen the situation as
now developed, could we have foreseen
that within two years we would have
had to contend simultaneously with a
loss on importations amounting to
about $35,000,000 on a total of
$127,000,000, with a bad harvest, with
four consecutive vears of deDression in
the United States, and that, during
such a crisis I should have been obliged
to appear in the London markets on
three successive occasions to negotiate
loans to the extent of $45,0000, I
would have said it was utterly impos-
sible .we could have escaped one
quarter as easily as we have. Doubt-
less much caution is still needed-that
given, I do not fear the result.
I count, as I think I have a
right to count, with some confidence,
on a steady though gradual improve-
ment in a young country like ours.
That is almost a condition of our
national existenee, and has never dis-
appointed reasonable calculations. My
position is that the inflation which
culminated in 1872-73 and 187 -74, and
the reaction which has succeeded it were
both excessive, and that it would be as
impolitic to believe that we will long
remain in our present condition as it
was impolitie to assume that greatinfla-
tion as a sound basis for entering
into those enormous engagements
which 1, to-night, have endeavoured to
depict. If the country is content, as I
believe it is, to atone for past extrava-
gance and folly by the simple recipe
of thrift and hard work, there need be
no ground for apprehension, and the
Government will endeavour to set the
example of a reasonable and prudent
economy. I admit that all these cal-
culations are based on the average
probabilities on which calculations, as
to ordinary human affairs, are coir
stantly based. Ido notpretend to say,
Mr. Speaker, that I can guarantee this
country against the consequences of
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,nother bad harvest or misfortunes of
the like character. We may have a
bad harvest, the depression in the
United States may be prolonged, or
hon. gentlemen opposite might return
to power. Misfortunes never come
singly, and one great misfortune might
be followed by a still greater; but,
otherwise, Sir, I believe that we are
drawing moderately close to clear
water, and, if it is not possible,-as
uindoubtedly it is not possible,-for us
to escape from the position in which
we found ourselves, without some lose
or peril, the damage we have sustained
is, all things being considered, very
much less than might have been ex-
pected ; and I hope, with some degree
o'f confidence, that, on the next occasion
on which I may be called to address
this House, I nay be able to congratu-
late it on seeing the deficit which
now exists entirely extinguished, and
our Treasury once more restored to
the state in which for some years back
it was happily maintained. Sir, I
have the honour to move that you do
leave the Chair, and that the louse
resolve itself into a Committee of Ways
and Means.

Mr. TUPPER: Mr. Speaker, I arm
sure the House will concur in the
statement of the Finance Minister
when he opened this discussion to-
night, that every member sitting
either to the right or to the left must
feel alike the deepest regret at the con-
dition of public affairs which he has
been obliged to pourtray; and, Sir, 1
think I can say that, in this House and
out of it, many will be found who will
feel more than great regrete-who feel
no littie mortification-.that the time
has arrived in the history of Canada
when it becomes necessary on the part
of the Minister of Finance to make the
statement as to the condition we occupy
that the hon. gentleman has been com-
pelled to make here to-night. I may
say, Sir, that, at this decennial period
of our existence--at the close of ten
years of national life-we have lessons
that I think it may not be unwise on
the part of hon. gentlemen charged
with the important duty of legislating
for their country to calmly consider.
We have a period of seven years of our
national existence of unexampled pros-
perity, and no country in the world

10%

presents a more brilliant example of
what a country may achieve and what
a country did achieve in such a short
period as seven years. This has been
followed by three years of adversity.
But, Sir, we have these two periods, a
period of unexampled prosperity and
that which the hon. gentleman rightly
characterised, a few evenings ago in
this Parliament, as one of deep dis-
tress. Now, Sir, we not only have
these two periods, but we have them
separated by a sharp line of demar-
cation, and that line marks the
change in the Government of thi5
country, and a change of infinitely
greater importance in the policy of this
country. I want to ask the indulgence
of this House while I draw their atten-
tion to the lesson which I think is
taught us by a careful and candid
examination of the different policies
followed in the past and the present.
At the close of seven years, Sir, the
late Government were able to show
that w e had not only been able to
carry on the service of the Government
with the utmost efficiency, but we haI
also met every demand on the public
service with the utmost liberality, so
great, indeed, that hon. gentlemen on
the other side of the House have not
unfrequently characterized it as ex-
travagance--J shall by-and-bye come to
the consideration of that question-and
at a time when public demands were
neither few nor far between, we were
able to take from the current revenue
a no less sum during that period
than thirteen millions te apply to
the reduction of our debt. Not only
was this the case, but I must add to it,
as precisely of the same character, the
suis of money applied to the Sinking
Fund, which is a direct reduction of the
National Debt,nd something like three
millions is to be added on that account.
Thus, at the termination of seven years,
we could show to the people of this
country that we had provided liberally
for the publie service, and that, while
the wants and necessities of the public
had been met on every occasion, the
debt of Canada was lessened by some
sixteen millions out of the current sur-
plus revenue. Is it not worth while to
examine for a few moments, the policy
that led to that state of things ? We
had, it is true, only a 15 per cent. tariff,
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but we had the highest tariff required
in order to provide most amply for the
public service, and it must not be lost
sight of that this tariff represented a
greater protection to the manufactur-
ing interests of Canada than one of 20
per cent. would to-day. No person
who knovs anything of the condition
of labour and public affairs in the great
country alongside of us, which had just
emerged from a serious war, can fail to
appreciate the fact that the relative
price of labour in Canada and the
United States was then such as to give
to a 15 per cent. tariff a much higher
protection than 20 per cent. would
afford in the present changed condition
of things. And, when I refer to the
protection afforded to the artizans and
manufacturing interests of Canada, I
must not forget, that part of our policy
was that, while weimposed such duties
on articles coming from abroad into
competition with our manufacturing
interests, we added largely to this pro-
tection by placing on the free list the
raw materials our manufacturers were
obliged to use. Further, where machin-
ery that could not be manufactured
in Canada was required by our
manufacturers, we allowed it to
enter free. So, Sir, it was the policy
of the late Government to give
all possible protection to the great
manufacturing interests of Canada.
Then, Sir, when we found that we had
more revenue than we required, and
the duty of lightening the burdens of
the people was consequently imposed,
how did we meet that emergency ? By
reducing the scale of protection? No.
But we lessened the burden of the
people by a step eminently calculated
to foster our manufacturing industries,
by removing the duty from tea and
coffee, and these amounted to $1,200,000
a year; this was a step in the interest
of the employés of our manafacturers.
Now, Sir, not only was this the case,
but I will take the article of shipping
-one of the great manufacturing in-
dustries of the Maritime Provinces, and
one that has been referred to by the
hon. Minister of Finance to-night, in
such terms as will carry conviction of
its importance to the mind of every
member of this House. When the
hon. gentleman told the House, as he
did, and that correctly, that in ten

Mr. TUPPEi.
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years the shipping of Canada Iad
increased 65 per cent., he gave to the
House some little inkling of the wisdom
of the late Administration, when ther
adopted the policy of making every-
thing which entered into the ianufac-
ture of our ships frce, and thus
fostering and protecting that industry
in a manner atlended with results i
which the hon. gentleman is now
enabled to boast. Then, Sir, having
donc all that was possible to bo done
in relation to our trade under the cir-
cumstances, and under the necessities
of the case, and having found th
result such as I have detailed to the
House, the question of opening a free
market for our fish came under our
consideration, and by the Washington
Treaty the tax which was imposed oný
the fisneries of Canada was remitted.
and the markets of the United States
were thrown open to the free ingress
of one of the great staples of the Mari-
time Provinces-a staple which, taken
in connection with the shipping ir-
terests of the country, the obtaining
of a valuable mercantile marine, and
the extending of the trade of the
country, is scarcely to be over-rated.
It is true that the terms of that treaty
have not been observed, that we have
not derived the advantages which
the treaty promised to the peo-
ple of Canada; but I shall have
something to say about that by-and-
bye. But, having adopted that pohiCY,
the milIstone which had hung about the
neck of that industry was removed by
the late Administration, and the great
markets alongside us were opened to
the fishermen of Canada. Well, sir,
the policy of the late Government was
not only to do what I have statedbut tb
fiscal policy on the other side of
the ine caused the adoption of a
similar principle, and we made
successful struggle for the imposition
of a duty upon articles imported
into Canada from the United States,
which, when imported from Canada
into that country, were met by a
almost prohibitory tarif. The resui
of that was that we were able to iIpose
a duty on coal, and flour, and upoin
the grains that came into competition
with the agricultural interests of oU
own country, and salt that came into

competition with Canadian intests
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and what was the result ? In the one
short year that that policy was given
to the people of this country, it was
instrumental, I think, in teaching two
important lessons and settling two im-
portant questions. When the late
dovernment proposed that policy, they
were met with the statement that is
always in the mouths of hon. gentle-
men opposite, that we dared not, and
that Canada could not afford to protect
lier own interests against the United
Suites. We were met with the threat
that the United States would retaliate
upon us, and so the interests of Canada
would be injured. But, Sir, notwith-
standing that, we were enabled to put
it on the Statute-book, and instead of
those predictions being realized, that
one short year of its continuance was
suñicient to enable parties interested
ii the development of the great
coal mining industries of this country,
to point triumphantly to the fact
that no such injurious results fol-
lowed, but that the American duties on
coal were immediately reduced from
81.25 to 75c., the duty on potatoes, of
which there was a considerable export
from the Maritime Provinces, was
largely reduced, and so was that on lum-
ber and other articles, and, instead of the
policy resulting, as predicted by hon.
gentlemen opposite, as an injury to the
revenue, the result proved to be entirely
the reverse, and, while Canada derived
$800,000 of revenue upon those articles
sent by the United States into this coun-
try, we saw au immediato amelioration
of the tariff which existed then, in
favour of Canadian industries. Now, Sir,
we also adopted the policy of vigorously
pressing the construction of public
wOrks. The hon. gentleman opposite, in
his statement to-night-and I was sorry
to hear him do so---has spoken in ternis
of disparagenent of the railway under-
takings of this countrv. The hon.
gentleman intimated that people who
nvested their money in promoting the
railw'ay enterprises of Canada would
'Ose i t. I say it was an unpatriotic state-
ment for the lion. gentleman to make.

1 CARTWRIGIIT: They have

Mr. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman
1ýÀYs they have lost it. It may be truc
that, il' sonie ill-advised and b.tdly

managed undertakings, money has been
lost, but I say, whore would Canada
be to-day but for the money whieh has
been brought into the country for its
development and for the conruction
of its railways ? I tell tho hon. gen-
tleman that a la-ge advantage has
accrued to the people of Canada from
the prosecution of its publie works, and
in consequence of the expenditure of
British capital; and ho would be
in a worse position even than he
is if it were not for the fact that
foreign capital has been introduced
into this country. We felt, as we
feel now, that these public enter-
prises should be engaged in, and I
think, before I sit down, that I shall
be able to show the hon. gentleman
that lie has gone back upon himself,
and that the sday is not so far back
when lie found it convenient to state,
in a most authentic manner, to
capitalists of Great Britain, the great
advantage that accrued to the people
of Canada from the construction of
public works. The House knows very
well that one of the engagements en-
tered into on the Confederation of these
Provinces was that, so soon as the posi-
tion of the country would permit it,
we should onlarge our canal system
and open up the North-West. The
hon. gentleman has now come down
with a speech, and ho is responsiblo
for it, which indicates that the Govern-
ment of this country is t- shut down
on its half-completed policy, and not
to keep good faith with its people, as
the Parliament of this country pro-
vided. There vas another feature of
our policy, and it was intimately and
closely connected with the portion to
which I have alluded---I alludo to
the policy of immigration. I can
point with pleasure to the fact that
under the hon. gentleman who sits
near me, (Mr. Pope) and his policy, this
country obtained most voluable results.
I can point to the fact that hie
policy was attended with res;ulti much
more beneficial than that of the
Administration of the lion. gentleman
opposite. Our policy was to bring
people into our country, and to furnish
employment for them when here. And
that is the only policy by which Canada
can hope to attain to any position of
importance in the world. If we are
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left to the ordinary natural increase of
population, we must go on slowly, but
the only conceivable means by which
Canada can take the position that natare
evidently intended she should occupy
is by a large and extended immigra-
tion, and by giving work to people
when they come here. There are
the fertile millions of acres in the
North-West, which are at present un-
trodden and unused, for them to occupy.
I say the Government of Canada forgets
its duty to the people if it docs not
give to the question of immigration
the prominence which it deserves.
Now, sir, what bas been the policy of
the Reformers, as they call thcmselves ?
They have reformed all this.

Sir JOIN A. MACDONALD: De-
formed.

Mr. TUPPER: My hon. friend to
my right says they have deformed
it. Those who look at the atccurate
picture I have drawn of the coantry,
when hon. gentlemen opposite came
into power, and at the picture pourtray-
ed by the hand of the Finance Minister
to-night, must feel that the change is
one of which this country has no rea-
ison to be proud. What is their policy
now ? Their policy did not require to
be developed when they took their
places on the Treasury benches, for,
previous to that, they almost to a man
had combined to defeat a smill mea-
sure of protection obtained on products
coming from the United States. At
the very hour at which my right lion.
friend beside me was engaged -s a
Commissioner of Her Majesty, endcav-
ouring to obtain reciprocity for Canada,
which was of the greatest importance
to us, they combined as a party, with
every gentleman they could obtain
from this side of the House, to strike
down his arm, to paralyse it, at the
very moment be was most likely to
obtain reciprocal trade to a large extent
for the people of Canada. That was
the first fatal development of the policy
they have followed up from that hour.
When we had done what I have
described in advancing the interests
of the people of Canada, when this
country was iited from sea to sea
in one harmonious whole, we felt it
was incumbent on us to endeavour to
accomplish the construction of easy

Mr. TUPPER.

and rapid means of communication
from one end of the country to the
other. We therefore took up the
Pacifie Railway as a means by
which we could extend and continue a
policy having for its object the prose-
cution of public works, which has been
found to be so successful in our country,
and a scheme was propounded by means
of which a hundred millions of foreign
capital would have been drawn into
Canada, and hundreds of thousands of
immigrants would have been annually
brought into the country, which would
have developed its trade and business
as nothing else would develop it. How
were we met? Those gentlemen then
sat on this side of the House, and every
member in the House now here and who
was in it then, knows there was no
obstruction they could throw in the
way to thwart that policy that wasnot
resorted to. They went to the country
at the general election in 1872, de-
nouncing the late Government for
attempting to carry out the construc-
tion of the Canada Pacifie Railwav,
although it had been definitely fixed
that the work must be performed by a
company, and the payment was placed
at thirty millions of money and fifty
million acres of land. Is there a man
in Canada-there is not one in this
House---who will not say that one of
the greatest possible boons would have
been conferred on the country by the
construction of the Canadian Pacific
Railway on the terms proposed, where-
by we would have made emigration
agents of thousands of people on the
other side of the water, who would
have become interested in the construc-
tion of that road by having invested
money in it. There is not a man in
this House who does not feel that a
Government which would have accon-
plished such a boon, or to-day could
accomplish such a boon, would be
worthy of the regard of its country aS
having contributed in the highest de-
gree to its advancement. These hon.
gentlemen, I say, opposed and ob-
structed us in every possible way, both
in the House and out of it, and that
successfully. When the project was
likely to be floated, when leading cap'-
talists and engineers had undertaken
to obtain money for the work and en-
gage in its prosecution, a hue and cry
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was raised throughout the country,
and means were adopted to throw
such discredit on the whole enterprise
as to break it down and render its ac-
complishment for the time impossible.
That was another step in the policy
which the hon. gentlemen opposite
adopted, and which bas resulted in
placing Canada in the disastrous
position they are obliged to confoss she
occupies to-day. What was the next
step ? The hon. the Minister of Finance
had said to-night that the unpleasant
duty of proclaiming a deficit had
devolved on him for the first time.
This is not the first time ho bas an-
nounced a deficit. When Canada was
prosperous, when there was no reason
for doubt as to the confidence which
commercial men entertained as to the
condition of the country, the hon.
gentleman anticipated the duty which
he has honestly performed to-night, of
proclaiming a deficit which never had
an existence except in his own fertile
imagination. The hon. the Minister of
Finance regretted that there was no
gentleman of equal eminence to whom
ho could address himself. 11e seemed
toregret there was no gentleman on the
Opposition side of the House who had
occupied the high and distinguished
position of Minister of Finance. to
whom he could address the able argu-
ment he was offering for the considera-
tion of the House. I sympathize with
the hon. gentleman, especially when
addressing his argument to this House
in regard to the loan ho had attempted
to justify, but which it would require
a Minister of Finance in order to feel
that the hon., gentleman had extricated
himself and satisfied the House that
ho had acted wisely in the matter.
But there are those in the House who
are able to instruct a Finance Minister.
The hon. gentleman bas himself told
the country that the hon. member for
Stanstead brought forward a proposal
to save some $1,200,000 per annum to
the people, and ho rejected it; that he

Iustered his supporters, and voted
down that proposal to which, in an-
other year, ho was compelled to submit.
I need not adduce any argument on
that question; lie has himself admitted
it. I read, moreover, in the hon.
gentleman's speech in another Session,that his declaration of a deficit of three

millions, made on the lst of July,
was a mistake. His own statement
in the Budget speech of two years ago,
set forth that the three millions of
additional taxation were imposed not
so much to meet any deficit that thon
existed, but to meet further obligations.
So, also, the Minister of Justice at
Walkerton, I think, or at all events in
one of those orations with which he
favoured the country, and which he
would give a good deal to-day if he
were able to recall-

Mr. BLAKE: No.

Mr. TUPPER : He does not require
to be reminded of the old saying, " O
that mine adversary had written a
book! " The uppermost sentiment in
the heart of the Minister of Justice
must be, " O that I had not been so
much my own enemy as to make a
speech ! " But he did make a speech;
he said: Wbat reason had the
people of British Columbia to
complain ? Had we not added
one-sixth to the whole taxation
of the people of Canada for the purpose
of constructing the Pacifie Railway?
The whole case was given up by the
hon. gentleman, for he admitted that
instead of additional taxes of three
millions being levied to meet a deficit
that existed, it was levied for the pur-
pose of constructing a Canadian Pacifie
Railway. If any further evidence was
required, it would be obtained in the
deficit now admitted. Whatdid I tell
the Hon. Minister of Finance a year
ago? I showed him what sort of a
deficit lie would have to face if his
contentions in 1874 had been sound. I
showed him that during the last three
months of the year the revenue and
expenditure about balanced each other;
I showed him that we had a surplus at
the end of nine months of 1873-74 of
$126,000, and that he would have had
that amount, if not more, at the end of
the year, just as now he had no greater
deficit on the lst of July than existed
when he brought down the Budget on
the lst of February. I need not occupy
the attention of the House with this
matter; but the hon. gentleman gave
a rude shock to the confidence which
commercial men had felt in regard to
trade matters, and one which did much
to bring about the disasters which
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have followed. The hon. gentleman
lias ventured to say that I expressed
qualified approval of the tariff hie
brought down in 1874. Everyone
knows that I amii not often guilty of
expressing approval of the hon.gentle-
man's acts, and I tell the hon. gentle-
man that, before I admitted tihat those
$3,000,000 of additional taxation had
been drawn from the people without a
great deal of distress and injury, I
must remi nd hii that the louse lad
takon the liberty of iodifying, chang-
ing and altering the tariff proposed by
him in about thirty particulars,
and it was no more like the crude
and indefensible proposal he sub-
mitted than day is like night.
Bu't the hon. gentleman followed that
futile policy, to which he now blindly
adheres, in the face of all these facts,
instead of attempting to meet the
changed and altered condition in which
our manufacturing industries were
placed by the altered position of affairs
in the United States. He was com-
pelled to give the people 2L per cent.
additional to the tariff, instead of l1
per cent. which he proposed. The
lion. the Minister of Finance has spoken
to-iight in glowing terms of the mag-
nificent shipping interest of the Do-
iinion, of which every Canadian is
justly proud. But what wasone ofthe
lion. gentleman's first acts at that
tine-just at the time when that great
and important industry, especially to
the Maritime Provinces, was feeling a
certain amount of difficulty and embar-
rassnent? He submitted a policy to
impose a duty of no less than one
dollar per ton on every ton of shipping
built in the country. Fortunately, the
good sense of the House was sufficient
to defeat him. and to reduce the duty
to some 20 cents per ton, but we have
not the Finance Minister to thank for
that modification, but the greater wis-
dom of bon. members who compelled
him to admit that, though they lad not
occupied the position of Finance Minis-
ter, yet they were able to teach the hon.
gentleman something in relation to his
own Department. Thon, in regard to
machinery, which had been admitted
free to foster the manufacturing inter-
ests of the country, at the very time
when trade was beginning to become
embarrassed on account of the changed

Mr. TUPPER.

condition of labour, the hon. gentle-
man's Government imposed a taxupon
machinery which had been previously
brought into the country without the
payment of duty. As if further to
)rostrate and bring down that which

had been giving the greatest possible
benefit to the people in connection
with the trade of this country, the lion.
gentleman took the raw materials,
which they lad beei previously
allowed to bring in free, in order to
manufacture their fabries and other
articles, and imposed a duty on thom.
I call the attention of the louse to
this matter because I believe that if
the hon. gentlemen on that side of the
House will give that carefal consider-
ation to these questions which I believe
they deserve, the result will be that
the fatal policy which has already
brought about .most disastrous conse-
quences to the people of this country
will be arrested and changed. Thon,
when the bon. gentleman required more
revenue; when the necessities of the
country required, according to his own
showing, that he should obtain an addi-
tional $3,000,00 by the increased
taxation which he had determined to
impose and did impose upon the
people of this country, ho could have
donc it and at the same time could
have expanded and continued the
fostering consideration for the inter-
ests of the people of Canada which
they roquired at his hand, and which,
if given to theim, would have resulted
in the greatest advantage; but ho
taxed the articles of tea and coffee,
which had up to that time been free;
and thus increased the cost of labour,
because he increased the cost of living
to every employé in every manufac-
turing institution in Canada. If ho
had so adjusted the tariff as to give
the fitting protection demanded by
the resolution of my right hon. friend
last Session, ho would have avoided
the disastrous effects whicl have foi
lowod, to a very great extent; but
instead of that, a tariff was framed ii
such a way as to impose every con-
ceivable burden and depress every in-

dustry. Though it was improved and
amended to a large extent, it still had
defects of a very serious character,
and was entirely different from the
policy pursued by the previous Gov-
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c:'nlment, which had admittedly been
attended with so great benefits to the
country. Then, Sir, as to the Pacific
Railway, I ask hon. gentlemen oppo-
site what they think of their policy
now. The whole people of Canada
and this House had taken bonds from
these honourable gentlemen that they
would not deviate from the sound
policy of the previous Government in
relation to the Pacifie Railway; they
had given pledges and made promises
that the road should never be con-
structed in any other way than by a
eompany, aided by a grant of lands
and money. What did the hon. gen-
tleman do ? Without any authority
from Parliament, without any author-
ity from the people of this country,
no ;ooner was the first Minister
elotlhed with the insignia of office, no
sooner was he ititrusted with the
affairs of this country, than he went
to Sarnia, abandoned his pledge to the
Parliament and the people of Canadt.,
and declared the resolution of the
Government to be not to do this work
by the agency of a company, aided by
grants of lands and money, but by the
i overnment. That was a rude shock to

the confidence of the business people of
this country, to that confidence which
is the life-blood of trade and business.
I have already referred to the immi-
-ration policy of this Government.
That is virtually abolished. It is now
an emigration policy. Indeed, Sir, I
was surprised not to find a vote pro-
posed in the Estimates to send people
to Europe instead of bringing them
here ; that after the policy which the
Government had proposed, and the un-
fbrtunate resuits of that policy in the
condition to which Canada was re-
duced to-day, they do not yield to the
demands of the hundreds of people who
are left without resources to send them
back to the country whence they have
cone. You have only to look at these
points to sec what it is that has cloud-
ed the whole commercial and political
horizon of Canada, which has changed
that beautiful picture on which every

One delighted to gaze, of the prosperous
condition of our country,and substituted
one which no patriotic Canadian can
look upon without the deepest regret;
that under such great mis-management
the country should present a picture

so different fron that which se ex-
hibited before. We have not received
from the Washington Treaty what we
had a right to hope for ; but does not
every one know that in-tead of taking
up that treaty and pressing it to its
legitimate conclusion, instead of press-
ing for the payment of the millions
which the United States now owe to
this country, the present Govern ment
adopted a policy the very reverse.
They sent the Hon. George Brown to
Washington, to go upon his knees to
the people of the United States, and
pour into their cars the tale that we
had been so long compelled to listen to
from gentlemen in this House, tlat we
were suppliants to the people of the
United States for permission, com-
mercially, to exist. They sent him
with proposals which were of a ebarac-
ter to indicate that all the United
States had to do was to persevere in
their restrictive policy, and keep us
out of their markets, so as to get the
trade of Canada first, and aftei wards
the whole country itself. Can any one
be surprised that under these ciium-
stances the trade of this country was
convulsed? There was not an industry
in Canada but, after the publication
and announcement, the glowirg an-
nouncement of what was going to be
accomplished by this---happily for
Canada---abortive attempt to transfer
the interests of this country to another,
-I say there was not an industry
in Canada that was not paralysed
and largely injured by that abortive
attempt, and what more, Sir, I ask?
Why have we not received the rail-
lions which, under the treaty, we are
entitled to to-day ? I say it is because
the Government of the United States
know that the Treasury Benches in
Canada are occupied by men who hold
entirely different views and opinions
in relation to our connection with the
United States of America from what
were held by the gentlemen who for-
merly occupied them. How could
Canada hope to gain any consideration
from the Government of that country
when one of the first statements made
by the Prime Minister of Canada, as
Prime Minister of the country, was a
declaration to the world that under
that treaty nothing could be obtained.
I want to know what hope we can
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have in connection with a matter in
regard to which the First Minister of
the Crown has unfortunately so failed
in his duty to the country as to pub-
licly, and in a way to be carried to the
United States Government, make the
declaration that nothing could be
obtained. Is it any wonder they should
refuse to give us what they owe us
under the treaty and what, under the
treaty, they are bound to give, when
they know the hands the Government
of Canada is in to-day, and that it being
in such hands they are masters of the
position. I have glanced at the policy
of the former Government; I have
glanced at the policy of the party; I
have glanced at the policy that the
hon. gentlemen opposite have pursued
and its disastrous results. With the
result that at the end of three years all
remedy for the condition of things to
which I have referred is refused. At
the end of three years, instead of show-
ing millions applied from the publie
revenue to reduce the public debt of
Canada, they show that, after using all
the revenue of the country, they
have incrcased the public debt
over two millions, according to
the Public Accounts brought down to
this House, as any hon. gentleman will
see at once who observes that the mark
minus supersedes the mark plus, which
appears in all former accounts-
$2,000,000 over and above the capital
expenditure of the country. But that
is not all; that does not represent, as
the Minister of Finance knows, the
great change, the great distress which
has come upon Canada. The hon. gentle-
man knows that instead of there being a
deficit of $2,000,000 there is a deficit of
over$5,000,000 to-night. He knows that
he levied $3,000,000 of aiditional taxes
on the people of Canada, and he knows
that this amount, which was intended
to be applied in building a Canadian Pa-
cifie Railway, is all gone; not a dollar
of it remains, and no Pacifie Railway is
built. No; this magnificent scheme
of a Government Railway, the hon.
Finance Minister tells us-and it
seems to be a matter of boast with
these gentlemen, how much they can
spend in surveys-they place it in the
Governor General's Speech as the great
crowning effort of the Administration,
that they have been able to spend

Mr. TUPPER.

more money on surveys than any
Government had ever been able
to Epend before. If we had had as
many persons pressing us for places as
they have, I do not doubt we could
have spent as much. The hon. gentle-
man has spent all this money, but
with what result ? That, as the hon.
gentleman boasts to the House to-
night, Canada's debt bas increased six
millions during the past two years,
for the building of a Canada Pacific
Railway that is not yet begun--when
I say not begun, I mean to say that n>
practical step has been taken for the
accomplishment of the whole work ;
that having been taught the folly of
departure from the policy of the former
Government; having announced a few
months ago that they would ask for
tenders for carrying out the work in
the same way as we proposed, they
come down to Parliament and admit
that they are not even in a position to
ask for tenders for the construction of
a Pacifie Railway. And yet ho can
boast that they have spent six millions
of money on that work during the past
two years. Do they remember that iii
the elections of 1872 they proclaimed
throughout Canada that we were going
to destroy this country because we
proposed togive thirty millions for the
construction of the Canada Pacifie
Railway, without any further respon-
sibility, risk or obligation on the part
of Canada? And yet they boast that
one-fifth of that thirty millions they
have been able to dispose of within twvo
years, while they have not taken any
practical step for the construction of
the whole railway. After putting
three millions of taxation on the peo-
ple of Canada, they come down to-
night and tell this House the melan-
choly tale--the " o'er true tale," that
the money was all spent, and
that they are obliged to add
two millions more taxation. I
was glad to hear my hon. friend the
Minister of Finance, say that the
resources of Canada were not yet
exhausted. Well, Sir, he is exhausting
them, I think, as fast as he can, but I
must remind him that he has changed
his opinion on that subject. I must
remind the hon. gentleman that in that
lugubrious, that delusive statement
which he made to this House when ho
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was first entrusted with the duties o0
the high office which ho now holds, he
made this statement to the House: "I1
do not think that more taxation could
be safely resorted to." Why not ? He
brought down his tariff and imposes
three millions of additional taxes, and;he
tells the Flouse that he had touched the
limit of taxation. But he went further,
ho said not only " I do not think that
more taxation could be safely resorted
to," but he also said--" Nor do I think
that we should be called upon to con-
sider the question of raising any great
amount by direct taxation." Now, Sir,
the hon. gentleman seemns to have
changed his mind. What is the cause
of this? Has he altered his opinion
because the country is more prosper-
ous than it was three years ago when
this statement was made? Is it that
which inspires him with the hope that
he may still be permitted to go year
after year to the money market of the
world to negotiate loans, and that he
will still be able to assure the capitalists
of the world ihat ho has yet, untouched,
large resources of taxation ? Now,
Sir, I wish to say that when the hon.
gentleman tells us that if this had not
been, and if that bad not been, he
would have f recast the condition of
the country very accurately, ho is
trading very largely upon the credulity
of the House. Whenever the hon.
gentleman begins to forecast the con-
dition of the country, I put my pen
down. I look upon it as a waste of
ink and paper to put down any sugges-
tion the hon. gentleman makes in
reference to the future, and I will give
the House briefly the grounds on which
I make that statement. The hon.
gentleman not very long ago---I have
the statement in my hand---stated that
last year would give us $25,250,000.
'Well, Sir, I think if he deducts the
amount that was obtained, $22,587,587
-- a mistake of $2,662,413--he will
come to the conclusion that it is not
very safe to forecast the condition of
affairs; but I wish to draw the
hon. gentleman's attention--I now
speak, not of the mistake, which
the hon. gentleman makes, and
which I freely acquit him of any in-
tention of making, because I am quite
sure the hon. gentleman would not ven-
ture upon a prophecy in this louse

f when ho knew that a few months. or a
year at most, would show it to bc
entircly fallacious-I freely acquit him
of any intention of misleading the
House, but I want to draw attention to
the fact that for two successive years
I have called the attention of the hon.
gentleman to the fact that the papers
published to the people of the country
from bis own Department are utterly
fallacious and misleading. The Gov-
ernment are obliged to publish a
monthly statement of receipts and ex-
penditures for the information of the
people of Canada, and no public man
who is following the course of public
events, can intelligently forecast the
future, can intelligently study the con-
dition of the country, unless some reli-
ance can be placed in those papers
issued from the office of the hon. gen-
tleman himself, from the office of the
Auditor, who is an officer under the
hon. Minister of Finance. I pressed
the hon. gentleman here a year ago
again and again, when ho was forecast-
ing the future, to tell us where w&
would stand on the 1st day of July,
1876-that was only three months
ahead. Did any one ever hear until
the last Session of this Parliament of
any Finance Minister in the world ever
undertaking to deliver a Budget speech
and so failing in his duty as to refuse.
to give the slightest statement as to the
position the country would occypy
three months hence, and yet I pressed
the hon. gentleman over and over
again, for the best of reasons, to give
such information, and ho declined to do
so. The hon. gentleman, standing as
ho did in the position of Minister of
Finance, could not afford to tell the
House what he knew to be the truth,
what every intelligent inan of this
House knew to be the truth, that the
year would close with a deficit some-
where in the neighbourhood of
$2,000,000 if not more--but that could
not be extracted from him. We have
had statements of the expenditures
and income printed monthly and signed
by Mr. Langton, the Auditor-General,
which were utterly false and mislead-
ing-I want the hon. gentleman to ex-
plain this to the House; I want him to
justify it if ho can. I challenge him
across the floor, if he did not pledge to
the House that those blunders and mis-
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takes should not occur again, and why,
at the close of the financial year, the
Gazette shows a surplus of $1,082,813
instead of a deficit of $1 ,90,785, which
is now admitted.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I wili ex-
plain to the hon gentleman. The hon.
gentleman is making a disingennous
statement, and one which, in fact, com-
ing froni a man who has occupied the
position as Minister of the Crown, is
not quite fair. He knows perfectly
well that no Gazette statement ever
published went further than to give
expenditures as reported to the audit
office. These statements are no doubt
literally true, as the expenditures reach
the Auditor-General. It has never been
the practice in Canada, nor is it dosir-
able that it should be the practice, to
go on to the close of the year giving
estimates of the expondituro brought
down in the public accounts.

Mr. TUPPER : I would lile the
hon. gentleman to tell the House what
those statements are published fbr. Is
it to deceive the House ? Is i t to de-
ceive the country ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I must call
the hon. gentleman to order. le
has no right to impute intentions to
deceive the country. le knows pre -
cisely that the same statements were
published under his own régiine for
many years.

Mr. TUPPEI: I tell the hon. gen-
tleman that ho is mistaken. When my
attention was first drawn to the dis-
crepancy in the public accounts, I went
to Mr. Langton and called his attention
to it. I told him I was satisfied that it
arose from negligence, by putting cap-
ital expenditure to account of expendi-
tare under the consolidated fund. He
told me he would look into it, and he
subsequently informed me that was
how the mistake occurred. It was a
mistake where the expenditure was
largely in excess of the expenditure of
the country. The hon. gentleman
should not put words into my mouth.
I asked him if it was intended to de-
ceive the country. It does deceive the
country; it does deceive me and every
member on both sides of the House
who take sufficient interest in the
affairs of the country to examine the

Mr. TUPPER.

figures. I say take ont the statement
fromi the Gazette, and never let it
appear again, unless it is a statement on
which some reliance can be placed. The
statement I say is misleading to the
country, and I should not have had to
wring from the bon. gentleman the con-
dition of affairs that vould exist on the
Lst day of July, which ho ought to have
given without a suggestion from any-
body. I find a remarkable coincidonce
in relation to it----I will not say more.
There was a mistake in reference to
the public accounts of Canada pub-
lished in the Gazette up to the 1st
July last to the extent of $2,983,598.
A surplus is declared on the 1st July,
1876, in the Gazette, of $1,082,813,
instead of a deficit of$1,900,785. The
hon. gentleman may say it is ingenuons,
but 1 say a more disingenuous stalle-
ment was never made by ary Govern-
ment. There never was a graver
ground of complaint as to public docu-
monts either by this Government or
any other Government. Tho hon.
gentleman promised to see to it.

Mi-. CARTWRIGIIT : I beg to con-
tradiet the hon. gentleman's statement
most emphatically. I did not promise
to alter or correct the regular returns
as they wore always given.

Dr. TUPPER : Did not the hon.
gentleman promise to sec to the mat-
ter ?

Mr. CARTWRIG HT : No.
Mr. MASSON : You did !
MIr. TUPPER: I beg to say the

hon. gentleman did, and 1 can
appeal to the House on both sides
whether ho did not, many of whom
must have a- distinct recollection of it
as the hon. member for Terrebonne,
and I say the bon, gentleman bas for-
gotten what ho has promised.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : I have not
forgotten.

Mr. TUPPER: 1 am afraid, Sir,
that the people of Canada must have
come to the conclusion that the hon.
gentleman has forgotten a good many
promises made. Well, Sir, I want the
hon. gentleman to tell the House why,
if he was unable to forecast events
three months ahead, he committed the
folly of taking up the time of this
House in forecasting fifteen months
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hence. I want the hon. gentleman to
tell the House of what value is his
statement if he is not to be bound by
his own declarations which he has not
reiterated here to-night as to what the
deficit would be, and as to the remedy.
I will not venture to make the state-
ment from memory, as the lion. gen-
tleman seems se fbrgetfal and may
deny what I will say. I will, there-
fore, read it froi the Budget speech, as
reported in Iansard, and corrected by
himself. It was when the hon. gentle-
man was making a speech in this
House on the Budget-the Budget
speech-when he gave his reason for
the imposition ot $3,000,000 of taxes.
He gave as his reason, Sir, that the
credit of Canada would be broken if we
had a deficit at the end of three months.

" He repeated the fact was precisely as lie
stated, that had there been no additional
taxation, there would have been a clear
deficit in 1874 of one and a quarter millions,
and in 1875, of probably two millions. We
would have lost control ot' the market and
the scenes would have been again repeate-i
-scenes which the people of this country
had not forgotten-which we witnessed in
1866, when Sir A. Galtwas obliged to inforn
the House that he was unable to borrow
imoney on Canadian Bonds at 8 per cent. per
annum. He would ask the House if they
had ibrgotten that in 1866-67, our five per
cents., now quoted at 106 to 107, hiad rua
down to the ruinous figure of 74 or 75 cents
on the dollar."

I asked him why if he could
forecast the resources of this
country for fifteen mionths, he
could not foresee this. He knew ho
was only postponing the admission for
a year that Canada had not only ab-
sorbed the $3,000,000 of taxes levied
upon her, but that there was a deficit
in addition to that, of $2,000,000 more
on the 1st of July, 1876. And yet the
hon. gentleman concealed the fact from
the House and from the country. The
Gazette gave a publie statemenit of
affairs that would mislead any person
in this House or in this country. I
say, Sir, ho stands before the people of
Canada eonvicted by his own declara-
tion of knowing what the deficit would
be; Of having fblded his arms, knowing
that ho would have to proclaim to the
world a deficit of $2,000,000, and yet
he refusedi to readjust the tariff, or to
adopt any means by which that " bro-
ken credit " of Canada cou Id be averted;

and yet ho undertakes to tell this House,
and ho expects his statement to be
received, as to what the revenue and
expenditure of this country a year or
two hence are to be. His estimate was
last year twenty-five million and a
quarter dollars. We got $22,587,587,
or only $2,662,413 less than the hon.
gentleman led the H1ouso to suppose
ho would obtain. le is taxing oui'
credulity a gireat deal when lie ventures,
under this state of facts, to ask this
louse to rest with any confidence upon
the suppositions ho may form as to
what the financial condition of Canada
may be. But, Sir, what is this deficit ?
It is $1,900,785, according to the hon.
gentleman's own showing, but is noth-
ing to be added to it ? I ask the hon.
gentleman to be candid with the louse,
and tell us whether there is no larger
suri to be added to that deficit. I ask
if ho did not say just before ho sat
down, that in that year there was dis-
counted a large amount of Custom%
duty, owing to the wide-spread in-
formation that there was going to be a
change of tariff.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I did not say
so; nothing of the kind. I will explain.
I was calling attention to the fact that
no just comparison could be made
between the revenue returns up to
February the 10th of this year, and
February of last year, because in those
six weeks a certain amount of revenue
had corne in.

Mr. TUPPER : lis own statement.
It is a distinction without a difference.

Mr. CARTWR[GHIT: Ther@ ought
to be a difference.

Mr. TUPPER: Was there not a
wide-spread sentiment that there was
going to be a change in the tariff?
Did not the Toronto Globe say that 2½
per cent. would be added to the tariff?
Was not the whole commercial world
of Canada in a perfect whirlwind in
preparation for a change in the tariff ?
Did not the hon. gentleman say in 1874
that an enormous amount of' money
must be discounted because of the ex-
pectation of a change in the tariff ?
Then, Sir, I ask him, is this half a
million, or is it a million, or is the
claim of 1873-4 of $2,000,000 to be
added to the deficit in order o get to
the correct figures? That must b
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added, according to the hon. gentle
man's own logic or showing, in order
to give the people a correct idea ol
what this deficit really is. Whal
more ? The hon. gentleman said ir
his Budget speech that the renewal oi
iron rails with steel was a matter thai
must be charged to revenue. I can
readily understand that a Government
who have got a large amount for
capital expenditure for the change oi
gauge, can present any accounts they
like for a year or two in relation to
the maintenance of way, because under
the guise of a change of gauge they
can put the whole road in first-class
condition. But there is one point in
this Budget speech, stating that one of
the charges he insisted upon putting
to revenue, was the substitution of
steel for iron rails. Now, I wish
to know why he has, in view of that
statement, put $89,257 to capital
expenditure, as re-laying, not with
steel but with iron rails, that portion
of the Government railway between
Halifax and Windsor. Then, Sir, I
think he will admit there are receipts
that do not belong to the receipts of
the year--the $25,000 of Secret Service
money replaced to the credit of the
Government.

Several HON. MEMBERS : Hear,
hear.

Mr. TUPPER: And, while hon.
gentlemen are saying hear, hear, I will
draw their attention to the $5,000
Secret Service money drawn out of
the Treasury to put into the hands of
the Hon. Geo. Brown, when he went
to Washington. I do not know what
eum it was found necessary to place in
his hands for Secret Service or any-
thing else, but it appears he was able
tohand back $5,000unexpended. The
hon. gentleman can hardly say
that belongs to the receipts of
the year, and therefore we must
add the $30,000 to the amount of the
admitted deficit, making $2,019,842,
and when we get the account of the
steel rails on the Provincial railways
of the Maritime Provinces, borrowed
from the Canadian Pacifie Railway
that does not appear on the accounts,
we must add that? But, Sir, it is large
enough in all conscience, and when I
add half a million, or take one-half

Mr. TurEza.

,what the hon. gentleman himself would
claim under the circumstances, and did
claim on a former occasion under like
circumstances, a million from the
Customs reccipts, I think that the
figures are such as would present a
still more melancholy and truthful
picture than that presented by the hon.
gentleman to-night. Now, Sir, the hon.
gentleman tells us, and it would be a
very important statement if it was
correct, that they intended to meet
this distressing condition of public
affairs by economy. That the country
requires economy no one can deny, for
if ever any country was in a condition
that behoved the Government to exer-
cise all possible retrenchment and
carry out the policy on which thesQ
hon. gentlemen obtained possession of
the benches which they now occupy, I
say it is at this crisis ; but I regret to
state that they cannot claim the con-
fidence of the people of this country on
such a ground, and that at a timo
when disaster, depression, loss of trade
and loss of revenue are paralyzing the
resources of the whole country, instead
of practicing economy, everything
else but it is practised, and if there has
been any economy shown in the e-
penditure, it has been exhibited with
reference to the public works of the
country, while the expenditure has
been most lavish where the persona
interests of the hon. gentlemen were
concerned. This economical Govern-
ment, Sir, succeeded to power about
the lst of November, 1873, really
about the 6th of November of that
year, and they are always throwing in
our teeth the expenditure for 1873-4,
but is iL fair or just comparison to
compare the expenditure for that year
with subsequent expenditure? I say
that it is true we prepared the Esti-
mates but we did not expend the
money; we were four months out of
that year in power, and had
charge of the expenditure for that
period, while the hon. gentlemen were
for eight months of the year in power,
and had charge of the expenditure for
that time. I need not tell the
louse what every one knows: that,
having been long out of office, the
hon. gentlemen had around them a
host of clamorous friends eager for
office and employment; and these offi-
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les and these buildings, through which
the hon. gentlemen used to regret that
they could scarcely pass from one end
to the other for the messengers and
clerks with which they were filled
from cellar to garret, were found alto-

gether inadequate for their purposes,
and these hon. gentlemen immediately
had to tax their energies to the utmost
to fil these buildings still fuller with
employés, and the room being insuffi-

cient, they have erected a new build-
ing, in which they will provide for a
few more of their friends. It is there-
fore obvious that the comparison I
have mentioned is unfair. The true
and just comparison would be to coin-
pare the last whole year-1872-73--
we were in power, with the first whole
year these hon. gentlemen were in
power, and what does that show? The
H1ouse will be startled when I tell
them our expenditure was $19,174.141
in 1872-73, but no sooner were these
hon. gentlemen for one whole year in
power than they managed, I believe, to
spend a much larger sum withou t the
slightest difficulty, nay, with the great-
est case, ably assisted by the distin-
guished talents of the financier who
bas proclaimed here to-night that
there was no foeman worthy of
his steel in this House, and not only
that he is called upon to negotiate
loans and borrow money for Canada,
but also to spend i t too. The hon.
gentleman, moreover, has gone further,
and I am afraid, Sir, that we shall lose
him; I am afraid that when the speech
made by the hon. gentleman to-night
reaches Washington, Congress being
now in session, when they find that
their Secretary of the Treasury knows
nothing about the administration of
the affairs of that great nation, and that
all they have to do in order to place
their country in a condition which
would give it the greatest possible pro-
minence, all their hopes will be cen-
tcred in the importation of the distin-
guished gentleman.

1r. CARTWRIGHT: The hon. gen-
tleman runs no such danger.

Mr. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman
from his seat in the House has to-night
instructed the United States as to the
mode in which their financial affairs
should be managed, but Itrust that we

may not lose him. I feel, however,
that the hon. gentleman ought to have
a body guard to prevent his being
carried over the lines, or being at all
events taken possession of for the pur-
pose of teaching the Secretary of the
Treasury of the United States how to
reduce the publie debt, how to levy
taxes on the people and how to dissi-
pate them after they are levied. The
hon. gentlemen, during the first whole
year they were in power, managed to
spend $4,538,430 more than we spent
during the last whole year we were in
power, and that is not all. I will take
the year 1S73-4, the most extravagant
year, concerning which, having had a
revenue that enabled us not only to
largely reduce the publie debt but
also the taxation by $2,000,000 per
annum, besides carrying on the publie
service in the most liberal manner,
we managed to expend, with the able
assistance of the hon. gentlemen oppo-
site for the last eight months of
the year $23,316,316. But did
the bon. gentlemen intend to be eco-
nomical ? If they did they took
a curious way of showing it. What
did they do? What was their first
step ? They came down to Parliament
and said that it was unfortunate for
the people of Canada that these extra-
vagant gentlemen occupied the Trea-
sury benches, but did they state that
they would economise ? Did they
declare that they did not want anything
like the expenditure which had been
provided for before ? No; their first
move was to get their supporters in
this House to place at their disposal
for expenditure-and this during their
first year of power-$26,800,000. Their
Estimates voted by this Parlia-
ment to these gentlemen were
no less than $3,483,648 more than
the largest expenditure by the late
Administration. But I will now come
down to the expenditure itself, and
what do we find ? That our expendi-
ture for 1873-4, claiming it to have
been ours, according to their own
showing, unfair and unjust as this pre-
tension was, and that their expendi-
turc for 1874, for which they will
have to admit that they were respon-
sible, exceeded the amount mentioned
by $396,665. This is in accordance
with their own showing, and they
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must add to that aimount, $G5,000 ot
Customs refunds of other years placed
to the charge of the former year. Some-
thing further was to be added. The
change made in the way of kecping
the railway account. With regard to
the two years in question, the money
Parliament voted for capital expendi-
turc, and which we expended on
caDital account, they charged to cur-
rent expenditure for 1873-4, to the
extent of half a million. They then
came in, and turning round, took half
a million of money voted by this
Ilouse for current expenditure, and
charged it to capital account, so they
will see that they must, to make the
account correspond for the two years,
and for a fair comparison, there must
be added.to their expenditure $545,605,
in all $1,007,260 more than the largest
previous expenditure recorded in our
history ; and this illustrated to the
people of this country how economical
the hon. gentlemen were. And if the
exponditure for 1873-4 is contrated
with that for the past year, the com-
parison is still stronger, exceeding by
$1,172,056 that whicih they declared to
have been the nost extravagant ever
witnessed in this country; and if you
come downto the present Estimates,
they say, and some people who know
nothing about public affairs accept the
statement, nand have been led to
belie.o that because these gentlemen
have leluced the estimates, they are
saving maon ey; but how? Because
they chose to ask the House to vote
$26,800,00, which they could not
spend within thrce millions, and thon
discovering their blunder, correct it
by asking for two and a half millions
less. Is that reducing the Estimates ?
It is, but it is not effecting a saving.
They pretend that it is so. but the
statement lacks bottom, and these hon.
gentlemen know perfectly well that as
tar as the country is concerned, any
person who places the slightest con-
fidence in the reduction of the Esti-
mates as a reduction of expenditure,
is entirely misled and completely de-
ceived. Wo have the expenditure for
18734, $23,3 16,316, and the Estimates
for 1876-7 are $274,414 less, but there
is a little item of which perhaps the
House has lost sight, and turning what
appears to b a reduction in the
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expenditure tito an excess as regards
the present estimatos. I dare say that
the Ilouse did not pay particular
attention to a little Act which the hon.
gentlemen slipped quietly through
Parliament before they rose last Ses-
sion, by which, through an Order iii
Council, more money could be placed
at the service of the Government than
Parliament supposed they would have
for the year. The hon. gentleman
knows that the late Government
determined that the representatives of
the people in Parliament should have
complete control over the expenditure
of the public money, passed a law
directing that any money voted by
this House, which was not expended
on the lst of July, should lapse and go
into the Consolidated Fund, and thus
the people, through their representa-
tives, had fair, legitimate and distinct
means of knowing what was being
expended. And what was this little
Act? It simply enabled these gentle-
men to sit down in Council, and by
Orders in Council to pass over these
lapsed balances for three months. I
have a notice on the paper touching
this subject, and think that the hon.
gentleman would oniv have acted
courteously, as the notice could not be
reached in time, for the full informa-
tion of the House with respect to this
discussion, if he had anticipated the
resolution and laid the statement of'
these lapsed balances on the table of'
the House. Still, turning to the
Public Accounts, it will bo seen
that these hon. gentlemen, on page
278 of part second, have carried
over the lapsed balances, and
added to the Estinates that which
had been voted-678,587, so that at
this moment thev had at their disposal
half a million more for these reduced
and economical itimates than had
ever been included in the largest pre-
vious expenditures of this country.
Then, Sir, take the Estimates for
1877-8, and yo'i will find that they are
8148,628 less than the expenditure of'
1873-4, but what will they be when We
get the supplementary Estimates ? I
would like to ask the hon. gentlemeli
sitting uneasily behind the TroasurY
Benches, upon the tenter hooks of
expectation about this. They will
no doubt stand by the Government and
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carry them through the Session, not
withstanding the outspoken senti-
ment that has been used in every sec-
tion of the country. Lot them stand
by the Government and wait for the
supplementary Estimates, and we will
fnd this balance of $148,000 one way
turned into half a million the other
way, or a good many disappointed faces
vill be seen. They have made some

reduction. How have they made it?
by scattering to the four winds of
beaven those officials which thronged
the passages of the Government offices
so that the Premier could not get his
portly form through them ? No ; it was
bv reducing the vote for immigration
l'rom $312,572 to $230,550, or $98,022.
Why, if they would reduce the expen-
diture in the extravagant department
in London, and use the balance for the
purpose of a wise and judicious immi-
gration, everybody would be disposed
to favour it, but it is no part of their
policy to reduce official expenditure,
whether on this side of the water or
not. Then we find in the public works
ai reduction of $862,200. I do rot
think there is much ecoromy in that.
One thing is certain, either the public
buildings and works of the country are
all that is necessary, or they are not.
If they are not, then this is an unwise
and irrational reduction and economy;
if they are complete, no person can
thank them for not spending money
that they are not called upon to spend.
For lighthouse service, there is a redue-
tion of $ 155,984, and the same remarks
will apply to that item. If that service
is so complote that the hardy mariners
have all the protection that eau be
given them, the reduction will be well
enough, but, if they have not, it will be
an unwise economy,and not an economy
which in the true sense of the word
entitles the Government to claim any
eredit. Now, I find that these revised
Estimates, these Estimates brought
down in the face of the deficit of
25,000,000, as compared with the
period at which these gentlemen took
Oflice, show an estimate of $47,668
more in the Customs Department than
the largest expenditure we ever had
in the country. Perhaps I may be per-
litted .o remind the Blouse that we,

with a 15 per cent. tariff, collected a
very much larger sum than these hon.

gentlemen at a much greater cost to
the revenue. Then, for the Excise
Department, I find an increase of
$34,265 provided, over and above the
largest expenditure we ever had in
that Department, and again, in the
Post Office Department, there is an
estimate of $382,530 more than our
largest expenditure. For pensions and
superannuations, an abuse in many
cases of publie money, such as I do
not think this House will be disposed
to sanction, because it provides for the
application of public money for the pen-
sioning of able servants of the country,
and the burdening of the treasury with
the expense, with a view to placing
other officers at higher salaries in their
places,-there is $107,550 more than
the largest expenditure we ever made;
so that in these economical estimates
we have no less than $572,01-3 for Cus-
toms, Excise, Post Office and Super-
annuation over the largest expenditure
we ever had, or when the revenue of
the country was much larger than it is
likely to be for the coming year. I
think the statement of the Customs
revenue of 1873-74 was $14,325,192;
for 1875 it was $12,823,837, or
$1,491,255 less, under the increased
taxes, than we collected in 1873-74,
and what is more, it cost the country
to collect the $14,300,000, $658,299;
and it cost for the collection of the
$12,0O,000, $721,008, or $62,709 more
than we expended. I will not occupy
the time of the House longer, because
it is unnecessary, in order to show that
at a time when the country demands
and requires at the hands of these gen-
tlemen the utmost economy, so far
from anything like economy being
found, we have the very reverse.
There is a decrease in the Estimates
for Immigration of $59,600; for Public
Works $223,040; for Subsidies $170,508,
for Lighthouses $47,741, or half a mil-
lion, while there is an increase on the
other hand in the Estimate, over our
largest expenditure, of half a million
to counterbalance it. I think that if
the country is not able to continue
these subsidies, as the Provinces of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick re-
quire, of course we must submit. If
the Government have not the money
and Parliament cannot provide it, diffi-
cult as it will be for the Governments
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of these Provinces, they will bave to
submit to the reduction ; but, if sub-
mitted to, it will ho submitted to with
a bad grace, it being well known that
while money cannot be found for the
continuance of these subsidies, half
a million of money over previous
years could be found to expend
on the Departments these honour-
able gentlemen have the honour to
preside over at the present time.
Now I come to a very painful portion
of my remarks, and that is the critisism
of statements made by the hon. gentle-
man with reference to the loan. Any-
thing that assumes in this Ilouse a
personal character, is always painful
to any hou. gentleman, and anything
that has the effect of reflecting in any
way upon the integrity, or capacity of
hon. gentlemen, bas an unpleasant
effect upon the country, and its neces-
sity is to be deplored by every member
of this House. i was in hopes that I
would be spared the unpleasant duty of
reviewing the conduct of the hon.
gentleman in reference to the loan. I
do not wonder that the on. gentle-
man wanted an audience of Finance
Ministers to address, because I am
certain that his arguments failed to
bring conviction to the ninds of all
who, like myself, are only plain
members of Parliament. I can quite
understand that Finance Ministers
may have spectacles of their own,
through which thy may lo->k at
these things. I can quite understand
that it may bo pleasant to go across
the Atlantic to negotiate a loan, a duty
which the hon. gentleman seems to
take pleasure in performing annually.
Although ho bas said that it is a very
unforunate thing to go over there to
borrow money, the hon. gentleman
seems to have changed bis opinions on
that point, as ho has done with reference
to many others, and lie has come to the
conclusion that an annual trip to Lon-
don is a pleàsant, if not profitable,
occupation for a Finance Minister. It
was my duty to criticise the hon. gen-
tleman's mode of putting a loan on
the market some two years ago. I
then objected to bis fixing the price
himself, and pointed out that it took
away the only safeguard that existed
between the pockets of the people and
what might be the cupidity of the Min-
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ister. I acquitted the hon. gentleman
of having acting in any other than an
honourable and straightforward mani-
ner, but I did hope that the criticism,
which vas duly impressed on the hon.
gentleman's mind, would not h nve been
effaced so soon. He afterwards negro-
tiated another loan, and he was con-
gratulated on having done justice t>
the people of Canada, inasnuch as
ho invited tenders in the markets o
the world for these debentures. The
result of placing the loan upon the
open niarket and inviting tenders was
em inently satisfactory. The hon. gen-
tleman stated that it was satisfactorv.
It was satisfactory to this Huse, andiI
am sture it was satisfactory to the peo-
ple of Canada, to learn that the hon.
gentleman had placed himself and
every person connected with the loan
above su.spicion by the course ho tlen
pursued. Now, Sir, I want to know, if
that course was satisfactory, why lie
went back on that policy and placed
this last loan on the market under the
circumastances which ho did. I have
listened to the hon. gentleman's speech
with a most sincere desire to hear him
make statements in reference to this
transaction which would, in my judg-
ment, justify ià in the presence of the
House and before the country; and
although he laboured long and hard, and
resorted to every sophistry of which hw
is master, and that is saying not a
little, he sat down, having itterly
failed to show the House why Canada.
standing in the position she did, in
consequence of the management by the
late Government, was, in reference to
ber loan, treated in that way.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Hear, hear.

Mr. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman
says hear, hear, but the hon. gentleman
knows that when lie went to London
he used as an argument to show the
people of England the high position
Canada deserved to occupy in conse-
quence of the successful administration
cf affairs iunder the late Government,
and not under bis own. That
was the evidence, the reluctant
testimony, borne by a hostile witness
as to the position this country occupie(d
when we'resigned the Treasury benches,
and to the end of time it will show the
apprecintion we received from evOn
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our opponents. The hon. gentleman
says he had a difficult task to perform.
Why the task was performed when ho

put his name to that statement, which,
it will be seen, was in antagonism to
what he said to-night, and to the state-
ments put into the mouth of the
(Governor General when ho opened the
Legislature. He wanted to address his
arguments to a Tilly, a Rose, and a
Hincks, and regrets that they are
not here. Why, Sir, they are bore-
if not in person, their example is hore.
And I want him to show me a single
instance in which these hon. gentle-
men negotiated a loan thatis not
the most palpable evidence against
him. He says that the financial
agents managed the loan. WhiLe
I spcak of the financial agents let me
say that I have not got a word to say
against them, but I say that the hon.
gentleman cannot shelter himself
behind the financial agents cf the
country. I have the honour of know-
ing the Barings, and Glyn, Mills and
Company, and I have every confidence
in them, but I say that they are Briti.h
(apitalists, and they want to make ail
out of their money they can, and they
kznow enough of their business to know
whenever they cani make £50,000 or
.£100,000 legitimately, as they do
inake it legitimately if they make it
in accordanco with arrangements with
the Finance Ministor, they make it.
le says they pressed him to fix the
price. No doubttheydid. Where are
the brokers that would not want him
to fix it at a rate that would put a
fortune in their pockets ? Why, the
lion. gentleman says that at his earnest
entreaty they took a million. Doeshe
suppose that they would take a dollar
at the entreaty of any person in the
world unless it was a good financial
transaction ? I tell the hon. gentleman
tnat the responsibility of this transac-
tion reste upon himself and him alone,
and not upon the agents. Sir, when
the Finance Minister of Canada is in
London we have no financial agent but
himu in that city. The merest tyro
'would reject advice from an interested
party, and does the hon. gentleman
mean to tell us that in a transaction
of that kind the men who are going to
Put a million of money into it have not
the object of fixing the rate at a sum

11½

that will be a remunerati-e one to
them? The lion. gentleman talks to
us of France. Does he not know the
conditions under whieh France nego-
tiated the loan ? That broken by war,
her credit depressed, and her position
altered in the face of all Europe, her
situation vas one entirely different, I
am proud to say, fromn that which this
Dominion occupies in regard to its
financial credit. Does ho not know
that a nation so situated would have
largely to submit to the dictation of a
house like the Rothschilds, who would
say they could negotiate the loan at a
certain fixed price, and could not (o it
otherwise. The hon. gentleman then
wanders away to Brazil and Chili. It
is true these countries have negotiated
fixed loans, but is Canadian credit so
broi<en that she has to borrow money
at the rate of those cointries, and is
obliged to consent to a loan at a fixed
price in order to negotiate it? Let the
hon. Minister of Finance look at the
quotations in regard to Brazil and
Chili, and hc will find the position they
occupied totally different from that of
Canada. Their financial credit in the
money market of the world was as
different from that of the Dominion as
it is possible to concoive. I have
quotations at hand showing the price
of' Chili and Brazil 5 per cents. in
Lendon, and which prove that
the hon. gentleman was proceeding
without knowledge on the question
when he addressed his argument to
the House. But what did the hon.
gentleman do? I will not quote ahos-
tile witness; I will take the Daily Globe,
the organ of the Government. The
London correspondent, who was on the
spot, and therefore acquainted with
everything connected with the tran-
saction, said the worst thing of the hon.
Minister of Finance ever said of him,
though being ignorant of the bearings
of the question. It was said in praise.
I object to a loan being placed on the
market at a fixed price, because it en-
ables parties to manipulate it to the
advantage of themselves and their
friends, and enables acts to be done
that should not be done; but I say
further, that the hon. gentleman fixed
the price too low, but if a fixed loan
were to be placed on the market, was
it the business of the Minister of
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Finance to state to the London finan-
ciers that Canadian securities which
were then selling at 94- and 95 were
only worth 90 ? The hon. gentleman
says he fixed the price at 91. le knows
he fixed the price ut 90, because he
gave a rebate of interest in çonnection
with the loan that reduced the price
below 90.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: No.
Mr. TUPPER : Canadian securities

at that time were bringing from 91 to
95.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Give your
authority.

Mr. TUPPER: I have the London
Economist, and perhaps the bon. gen-
tleman would accept that as a good
authority. I am able to show that be-
fore the loan was put on the market,
four per cent. Canadian debentures
were selling at 94, and 95, and that
ex-dividend.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: The hon. gen-
tleman is entirely wrong.

Mr. TUPPER: I have the docu-
ments here.

Mr. CARTWRIGIIT: I do not care
if you have.

Mr. TUPPER : The hon. gentleman
seems to have rushed blindly forward
with midsummer madness. I have
here the London stock and share list
for 1876. The dividends on Canadian
4 per cent. debentures are payable on
the 1st November, and they were
quoted at 93J and 94f, business done
at from 94+ to 931 ex-dividend. Will
that satisfy the hon. gentleman.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : Certainly not.
Mr. TUPPER : The hon. gentleman

says what is quite true, that no Finance
Minister could put 2j millions on the
market and obtain the current price at
which small parcels of debentures are
selling. I freely admit that, but I
would like to know from any capitalist
in this louse who knows anything of
financial matters, if there was any
cause for placing the price so much be-
low that at which business in small
parcels of debentures was being done.
No man who knows anything of
finance will be able to find any good
ground. The London correspondent
of the Globe wrote that there was a

Mr. TUPPER.

good deal of comment and criticism as
to the mode in which the Finance
Minister placed the loan on the
market, but he wrote :-the bankers
and brokers say it was a capital

way. It was no doubt an excel-
lent way for bankers and brokers,
but not for the people of Canada-
The hon. gentleman knows there never
was a time in history when money-was
such a drug in the London market as
when the loan was negotiated, when
the banks were swollen with millions
drawing one half per cent. interest,
and in many cases probably less, for
safe keeping, and when, in consequence
of the condition of Continental affairs,
money was being refused for any in-
vestment except such as the Canadian
Go Yernment had to offer. In that posi-
tion of affairs the hon. Minister of
Finance:ventured to decry the character
and debentures of Canada, and to lower
them by his prospectus below 90. I
placed a motion on the notice paper,
asking for a return showing the names
of the buyers. The hon. gentleman
says it would be unpleasant to give
names. Why should it be unpleasant?
The people who obtained Canadian
securities on such terms had no reason
to be ashamed of the fact; they had
reason to boast of it. Why should the
hon. gentleman not give the brokers'
names ? The reply given was that it was
altogether informal. There was, how-
ever, nothing discreditable to them in
having obtained such favourable terms.
The hon. gentleman had laid a most
unsatisfactory paper' on the table in
answer to my motion for these returns.
Two years ago, when I made a similar
motion, the hon. gentleman was able
to give, in detail, the amounts allotted
to the several parties. Why should
the hon, gentleman return to Canada
without such information, and then
inform Parliament, which was to be
but a short time in Session, that the
information was in England. That
information was furnished on a previous
occasion. but it was refused now. Why?
The fact is this, and the people may
as well understand it, that at least 2
per cent. on 2j millions sterling bas
been taken out of the pockets of the
people of Canada and distributed
among the happy parties who had the
good fortune to obtain this loan. If
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there were no other transactions in
connection with this Government that
ought to deprive them now and for ever
of the confidence of this House and the
country, this is sufficient: that two
days after the parties who Lad secured
the loan upon the terms fixed by the
Finance Minister, the financial intelli-
gence of England raised our credit,
thus depressed by the hon. gentleman,
and those very debentures sold by him
at below 90, were selling, as evidence
under my hand shows, at over 2 per
cent. premium. I want to know, on
behalf of the people of Canada,
where is that money ? Who has
it ? Who bas obtained the securities
on these terms? Were we so flush
of money ? When the Government
coming down with the humiliating
confession that they had made away
with five millions of surplus in three
years, that it was all disposed of and
gone. Are we so flush of money we
can afford to give fifty thousand pounds
sterling to be divided among anybody,
and that which was fifty thousand
then, made in two days by the rise in
price of those securities, is one
hundred thousand pounds now.
The hon. gentleman says : "1 am
glad to be able to leave se unpleas-
ant a part of the painful duty
which devolves on me, which, per-
formed once, is performed for ever."
I have shown the hon. gentleman that
he is not supported in his action by
precedent afforded by any previous
Minister of Finance.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: What about
Sir Alexander Galt ?

Mr. TUPPER: He neveu negotiated
a loan for the Dominion. I could
excuse Sir Alexander Galt, for the
time be effected such a loan was in the
(lays ot old Canada, when we are told
.ur credit was broken and our securi-

lies Selling for 74 cents on the dollar.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT: That was in

1860, eight years before Confederation.
Mr. TUPPER: He was driven to

adopt such a policy. There is a book
" Penn on the funds"-in the library,

and if any gentleman wants to satisfy
himself Of the condition in whieh a
country ought to be placed before it
resorts te fixed loans, he had only to
peruse that work to become satisfied

that the course pursued by the Minis-
ter of Finance is utterly unjustifiable.
Now, Sir, the hon. gentleman comes
down with his policy-what is it?
Has he got anything to offer? 1e bas
described the condition in which the
country is reduced; he bas described
the fact of the deficit, which is to be
proclaimed to the country and to the
world by himself, and he has told you
what the effect of that must be upon
the character and credit of Canada.
What solution has he to offer? Why,
Sir, he bas borrowed the policy of the
Opposition from my bon. friend the
member for Stanstead, and bas re-
lieved, as he has said, the people from
an unjust tax of something like
$1,200,000 per annum. But what
does the bon. gentleman say
in his Budget speech of 1876.
He says: " Things are in a bad state,
but we want more time." Well, Sir,
we have had more time; we have had
a year, and where are we ? There is
no improvement, nothing to justify the
hon. gentleman in refusing to so read-
just the tariff of Canada as to protect
and preserve her credit, which has un-
fortunately been placed under the hon.
gentleman's care. Not only that, but
to-night he cornes before the House and
says the Government of which ho is a
member, have nailed their colours to the
free-trade mast, and that sooner than
yield, they will go down with the ship,
and down they will go. I have no
hesitation in saying that, fortunately
for the people of Canada, the hour is
near when the independent expression
of the people of Canada will place the
administration in the hands of those
who will do justice to ber interests,
and I rejoice that I am enabled to say
what I could not otherwise say, that
although gentlemen opposite will go
down with their free-trade colours
flying at their mizzen, they will not
be able to drag Canada down much fur-
ther with them. The time will soon
corne when the same policy under
which Canada lourished before, will be
the policy of Canada again, and with
like results. and when we will be able
to go again to the money market of
the world, and present a picture sim-
ilar to that which the hon. gentleman
was able to show on attaining office.
One would think we were listening to
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the Secrotary of ihe r,eaturY so filly
did ho place the United States affairs be-
fore us. Fort unately, the affaîirs of that
country are not in the hands of the
Finance iMinister of Canada. le tells
you that those wbo are thus protected
are sufflering more than Iose who
are not. 1 well give an authority
which ought, to be good, as reiults of
the protective policy, which Le says is
ruin'ing the trade of the Ulnited States.
The President of the United States
sent bis message to Congress the other
day, and put Ibis statement over his
own signature. Did he say that,
as in the case of Canada, they were
rolling up an additional public debt
year after year, and that their public
expenditure had exceeded their income
last vear by more than $2,000,000 ?
Did be say that more taxes required
to be levied to meet their emergen-
cies, or that the results to their trade
and commerce were of the character
which the bon. gentleman showed to-
nigit ? No, Mr. Speaker, but he was
able to point with pride to the fact
that that country, ruined by protection
as the hon. gentleman says, that
country which bas not long since
emerged from a terrible war which
placed a most frightful burden of tax-
ation upon her people, and which is
suffering from a superincumbent load
of debt, which apparently could never
have been borne had reduced her taxes
within the last seven years nearly
$300,000,000. The hon. the Minis-
ter of Finance says Canada will
compare favourably with the United
States. While, in Canada $3,000,000
of taxes levied three years ago have
disappeared, and $2,000,000 more have
gone along with it, the hon. gentleman
says Canada will compare favourably
with a country which bas achieved such
a result as this. Our national debt is
rolling up much in the same style in
which the old Canadian publie debt
used to increase.

Mr. CARTWRIIGHT: That was in
the time of the member for Kingston.

Mr. TUPPER: But the President
of the United States says the national
debt of that country bas been reduced
in the same time by $435,000,000
and that is the country at which the
h9n. the Finance Minister points the

Mr. Tuprzat.

finger of seorn, and which ho says is
being ruined by its financial misman-
agement, which ho thinks gives him
the opportunity to scoff at it. In the
same time the balance of trade, the
President states, bas been changed
from over $130,000,000 against the
United States in 1869, to over
$120,000,000 in their favour in .876.
Tbat, Sir, is the country which the
hon. gentleman selects as the argu-
ment which is going to satisfy all the
gentlemen who sit behind him that
protection is a thing to be eschewed
and avoided, and that free trade is the
only policy under which any country
can prosper. But that is nlot all. He
went on--I was going to say vith a
fatuity, but I do not like to use an
offensive word, with an apparent oblivi-
ousness of the point of his argument, to
show how enormously the imports of
the United States were being decreased.
Why, Sir, the very evidence of the
prosperity of that country is the de-
crease in her imports. They have de-
creased because the country which
yesterday was importing millions
and tons of millions of the manu-
factured products of other countries,
is now manufacturing them itself.
It is the protective policy of the
country which has changed the whole
balance of trade and the whole question
ofimports. Tho Centennial Exhibition,
which closed the other day, bas aston-
ished the world, and well it might.
It bas been found that a country which
was dependent on England but the
other day, and which, under a frce-
trade policy, Lad to import almost
avervthing which her people used, has
suddelly, by a giant stride, sprang into
the first rank of manufactur-ing coun-
tries, and that not only is she rendered
independent of the imports of England
and the rest of the world, upon which
she depended before and had to export
her gold to obtain, but she is able to
go abroad after supplying lier own
people, and compote successfully with
England, bitherto the mistress ofmanU-
facturing industries of the world, in
her own market; and yet that is the
condition of things that the hon. gentle-
man thinks renders it incumbent upcn
him to lecture the Government and
Congress and the people of the United
States upon the mismanagement of
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Lheir affairs, and the necessity of adopt-
ing the free-trade policy of the hon.
gentleman himself. Well, Sir,ihe hon.
gentleman says that this Govcrnment
are going to adhere to their pol icy, and
so it seems. I had been in hopes, Sir,
that there were some industries that
migbt, in view of the appeals that
have been made in this House, have at-
tracted the bon. gentleman's attention.
The hon. gentleman must know that if
we are to have a country at all, it must
bc by bringing people into it. The
hon. gentleman knows what the effect
has been of having our sugar refineries
in this country crushed out, and
capital driven out of the country.
That capital is now building up
our great commercial rival and
neighbour, and we are now rendered
dependent upon them for our sugar, and
obliged to pay them such prices as they
choose. I am not going into that ques-
tion exhaustively, but I will just re-
mark that evidence was laid before the
Board of Trade of the enormous bounty
in the United States by which the
sugar refining industry of this country
bas been completely annihilated. The
hon. gentleman knows that it is desir-
able to extend our trade with the West
India Islands. He knows that a policy
which would enable sugar to be refined
in this country, a policy that would re-
duce the tariff on raw sugars and im-
pose a countervailing duty on foreign
refined sugar would build up our
country. I say that there is no cou ntry
better situated to derive great advan-
tage fron such a policy t-han ours. It
would stimulate our fisheries and would
m1crease the ship-building business cf
the whole country in a most valuable
and important degrce, and le knovs
toe that that business, while giving
employment to a numnerous class in
this country, increasing our marine,
building up a flouirishinîg trade with
alnotber portion of the P>ritish Domi-
Lions on this continent, w'ould, at the
same time afford a most valuable freigh t

tver the Interceolonial Railway, whieh
was construeted with our money. To
take it from whatever point of view
you will, the lion. gentleman knows
that, giving afitting and fair protection
to the refining of' the 140,000,0a00
I>Ounds of sugar that now go into con-
ump)tion in) Canada, and which would

soon be doubled, would undoubtedly
be of very great advantage to the peo-
ple of this country. But le is bound
to comne down with the declaration that
no alteration can be made. It was only
the other day that he himself brought
this subject before the louse. It was
only the other <1ay that he inveighed
against the injustice of having such a
monstrous provision in our tariff as
that which placed a bigher ad valoremn
duty on raw than on refined sugar,
which imposed a duty of 40 per cent.
on the mauufactured article, while it
placed a duty of 50 per cent. on the
article out of which the refined sugar
was manufactured, and yet the hon.
gentleman now finds himself unable to'
deal with this great industry of the
country, and says, as he did a year ago
that what is wanted is more time.
Well, what of coal ? I want to know
why coal is not to be subjected to
a duty ? Is it beeause the Province of
Nova Scotia is the only place in which
there are large and important coal
mines, except in New Brunswick,
where there is a description of coal,
but not any very large amount of it.
Coal is confined principally to Nova
Sceotia. Is it because it is a Nova
Scotian product ? Will the hon. gen-
tleman tell the House how it is that he
wiIl still give a protection to petroleum
to the extent of 33 per cent., and
refuse any protection to coal ? Is the
petroleum interest of Ontario more
important than the eoal interest of
Nova Scotia ? Take it as a pure
question of revenue, and will the hon.
gentleman tell me, will lc tell any
hon. gentleman in this House, that it is
right to tax the clothes a man wears,
the tea he drinks, and the light that he
uses, and not tax fuel ? Can he tell
me why 595,000 tons of eoal should
come into this country free from the
United States to paralyse an industry
of this country, in which twelve
millions of capital had beon invested,
to destroy a capital of that amount, and
to spread poverty and disnay anong a
large class of the people of this coun-
try who depended upon the coal mining
industries of this country for their
living ? Will he tell me why lie should
give protection to the petroleum
industry of Ontario, and deny a par-
ticle of protection to the coal industry
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of Nova Scotia ? Why is the latter
exempted ? In 1872, this country im-
ported from the United States 216,000
tons of coal, and we exported 270,000
tons. That was under the influence of
a tariff which put a duty of fifty cents
a ton on coal, and thus gave a most
important impetus to that industry.
What is the state of things now ? We
are importing to-day from the United
States 595,000 tons, and exporting
60,000 tons, and we have a memorial
presented by my hon. friend the mem-
ber for ilalifax, and signed not by
opponents of the Government only,
but by the strongest friends and sup-
porters they have, signed by all
classes, and laid on the table of the
H1ouse, asking that this monstrous in-
justice be remedied. Why is it that
this industry is selected for exemption
from protection ? Is it on sectional
grounds ? I want to know if the tax
the hon. gentleman proposed to put
on the shipping of this country was a
sectional tax ? That tax would have
affected injuriously five or six thousand
people in Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick, to the extent of about $100,000,
and only $7,000 or $8,000 in Ontario,
and yet, when an industry in one of
the finest Provinces required to be
protected, as well as to be relieved from
depression, it is a sectional matter and
must be put off. I an a citizen at this
moment of the great Province of
Ontario, and as a resident of Ontario I
demand that this important industry
of Canada should receive due consider-
ation at the hands of the Governiment.
I say that there is not a man in On-
tario who can deny that there would
be any greater injustice in a duty for
revenue purposes, if you please, being
levied on this 595,000 tons of coal
coming into this country from the
United States, than putting a tax on
petroleum that Ontario manufactures,
and on which the people of the Mari-
time Provinces pay the duty. I say
there is a feeling in this country among
the intelligent mcn of all classes and
al sections that if we have to make
this a great country we must look at
the industries of the whole country,
find them where we may, and when we
have groat industries like coal mining,
an industry that extends to the ship-
ping interest in the same way as the

Mr. TUPPER.

sugar trade, and is important as a
means of obtaining reciprocal trade at
the hands of our neighbours, it is only
fair that that policy, which has
been shown to be without injury
to any one, and with advan-
tage to the country, should be
resorted to and restored. But the hon.
gentleman says "No; what we want
at coal mines and sugar refneries, anîd
where ail other valuable industries can
be established, is not protection ; you
want time." Look at it, Sir, in rela-
tion to the United States. This countrv
has been demanding in every possible
way that it can a revision of the tariff
as between us and the United States.
Take it from that point of view, is there
an honourable gentleman in this House
-is there an intelligent man in this
country that does not feel, other things
being equal, that we ought to foster
trade with Great Britain rather than
with a foreign country? Is there a
person who does not feel that the coun-
try which receives our products with
open arms and exhibits the most
paternal concern in our welfare in every
way is as deserving of consideration at
our hands as any other country? And
yet what do we find ? Look at the trade
returns and see whattheysay. We find
that in 1873 the goods entered for con-
sumption, imported into Canada from
Great Britain, amountedto $68,522,776.
In that year, the goods imported froi
the United States were $47,745,678, so
that we were receiving from Great
Britain four years ago $20,887,000
more goods than from the Unitcd
States. Where are we to-day ? These
trade returns show that for the year
1876 our irnports from Great Britaini
have gone down to $40,000,000, and
our iinports fron the United States
have gone up to $46,000,000, instead of
$20,000,000 more from Great Britain
than the United States in 1873. The
whole story is changed, and we have
imported over $6,000,000 more of goods
entered for consumption fron the
United States during the past year
than the total imports from Great
Britain. Thon, take the exports, and
what do we find ? That the exports
to Great Britain in 1873 are $3,000,000
less than to the United States; but.
Sir, we find that the exports of 1876
are $12,000,000-nearly $13,000,000
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less to the United States than to Great
Britain, so that the country that, as I
said before, is receiving our products
with open arms, is the country that is
to receive no consideration at the hands
of the Government of Canada. And
from that point of view, Sir, I believe it
is entitled to and deserving of con-
sideration. Whether you look at it,
Sir, in relation to revenue ; whether
you look at it as a means of getting a
reciprocity treaty; whether you look
at it as a means of giving a just, fair
and legitimate protection to the great
manufacturing industries of, and to
the great agricultural interests of
this country ; look at it from what
point you may, a policy the very re-
verse of that which is pursued by this
country is demanded by the interests
of Canada. Boards of Trade, represent-
ing the commercial and manufacturing
interests of the Dominion, have dealt
with this question, and in no uncertain
way. They have asked that the tariff
should be so reconstructed as not only
to preserve our credit intact, but to
foster and promote our industries.
The resolution which the right hon.
gentleman (Sir John A. Macdonald)
moved a year ago, the policy on which
the party he leads have taken their
stand, propounds to the country that
fitting protection should be given to
the suffering industries of the country.
It bas found a hearty response, not in
a political chamber, but in a chamber
where the independence as well
as the manufacturing and com-
inercial interests of Canada are repre-
sented, and yet the Government turn
a deaf ear to all that. and say all that
we will give you is time. I have said,
Sir, that the country bas shown what
its sentiment is in relation to this
natter. The hon. gentleman at the
head of the Government labours under
the impression that the agricultural
Sentiment, of Ontario at all events, is
Opposed to any protection of agri-
cultural interests, I say, Sir, that the
hon. gentleman's eyes ought to be
opened by this time. HE[e had evidence
enough to the contrary offered to thisHlouse last year. But what has taken
place since ? Why, at the recent con-
tests in agricultural sections, where
the different policies have been
fairly and squarely debated by the

ablest men representing the hon. gen-
tlemen opposite that could have been
put on the platform, the result bas not
only been their defeat, and not only
an intense expression of public senti-
ment hostile to the policy they advo-
cate, but the very gentlemen whom
they put forward to ask for the suf-
frages of those rural and agricultural
constituencies, had not been a week in
the country face to face with the farm-
ing population, when they declared for
protection, and began to point out how
admirably they would be situated if
elected for the purpose of changing
the policy of the Government. I trust
that the statement made by the Hon.
Finance Minister to-night will unde-
ceive the whole country. I trust that
any who may have been misled by the
declarations made by the candidates of
the Government in relation to the
question will have their eyes opened,
and that the whole people will
understand that if they want any fair
and legitimate policy calculated to
foster the manufacturing and agricul-
tural industries, under which Canada
prospered so eminently before, carried
out to its legitimate results, they will
have to restore to power the party
who have proclaimed that policy, and
under whose management of public
affairs and development of that policy
the country prospered as it has
never prospered since. I say,
Sir, that I rejoice to know that
however much hon. gentlemen may
shrink from that ordeal. they must be
more than blind if they have failed to
see evidence on every side that they
have lost the confidence of the people
of this country. I do not intend, Sir,
to appeal to them and to point out to
them that when the Government of'
England, when the Government of Mr.
Gladstone, was situated as the hon.
gentlemen opposite are situated to-day,
when election after election taught
them that they had power, but not the
concurrence of the public sentiment of
the country, when this was the case, I
say that hon. gentleman felt he owed
it to himself and to the great Party of
which he was the leader, that he should
not consent to hold office upon terms
which he felt so humiliating. Sir, I
have no hope that they will follow this
example. I will not therefore waste
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words nor breath in order to take up
the time of the liouse in making any
hopeless appeals, but again congratu-
late the people that the day is drawing
rapidly near when the independent
publie sentiment of this eountry will
again have an opportunity of being
heard, and that again theie is a pros-
pect of a brighter day dawning upon
Canada than I regret to say bas shone
upon it for the lIst three years.

Mr. MACKENZIE: 1 have listened,
Mr. Speaker, as I always listen, with
interest, if not with pleasure, to the
harangue---I will not call it a speech-
of the hon. mniember for Cumberland.
Three-quarters of it I have heard be-
fore. We bear it as an annual har-
angue to be delivered upon the occasion
of my hon. friend the Minister of
Finance delivering his annual state-
ment. But it is fraught not only with
fallacies, but fraught also with a degree
of violence and a degree of temper that
is not to be found in the speeches of
any other public man in this country.
Sir, the hon. gentleman ventured to
assert, time after time to-night, that
the statement made by my hon. friend,
and the statements published by Mr.
Langton were false. Those were his
words. Now, I have examined into the
statements that he has characterized
as " being fraught with falsehood,"
and I find that Mr. Langton's system
of presenting the statoments is pre-
cisely a continuation of the system
which existed under the late Govern-
ment. I have the proof here beside
me. I might characterize the state-
ments of the bon. gentleman opposite,
as ho has improperly characterized the
statements of the Finance Minister, as
incorrect. The hon. gentleman was
simply incapable of understanding the
mode in which Mr. Langton published
the statement, and it was through this
that ho ventured te make bis false
remarks. There were varions mat-
ters brought before the House to
whieh I shall briefly refer. His
speech was not a criticism ofthe Budget
and the financial affairs of the country,
as presented by the Minister ; it was a
mere tirade of abuse, delivered annually
on similar occasions. It was a mûre
attempt to grapple with the question,
and to draw away the attention of the
House from the very able statement

Mr. TUPPiR.

presented by the Finance Minister, and
the very full information which he
su pplied, information of' the very
fuillest character, information which
has never been exceeded by any pre-
vious Finance Minister for fulness and
detail in regard to the financial affairs
of t.he country. But, Sir, hon. gentle-
mon opposite seom almost to have
forgotten the ovents of 1871-72 and
1872-73. One would think hon. gon-
tlemen opposite would have becen
ashamed to say anything in reference
to the Canadian Pacifie Railway or the
Treaty of Washington. The hon.
gentleman ventured to speak of one of
my utterances regarding the Treaty
of Washington, as if I was putting a
weapon of offence in the hands of the
people and of the Government of the
United States. Sir, I have never said
half as much of that wretched instru-
ment, the Treaty of Washington, as I
should have said. I have never char-
acterized the gross blunders made in it
as I should have characterized them,
for the simple reason that my
official position in the country made
it exceedingly difficult to speak
of some parts of that transaction as
they ought to be spoken of. But,
while I have been thus reticent, if hon.
gentlemen are to avail themselves, for
the purposes of political capital, of that
very reticence which has guarded them
from the imputation of the gross
ignorance which they manifestod on
that occasion, I shall no longer keep
silence. Why, Sir, we find ourselves.
in consequence of that Treaty of
Washington, placed in an invidious
position in regard to several matters.
There is a direct advantage given to
to the United States in regard to the
canal navigation that no legislative
and no administrative action of ours
can ever possibly overcome. When
the hon. gentleman came back fron
Washington, ho boasted that ho had
obtained the free navigation of the
Yukon, the Stikeen and the Porcupine,
and for this lie gave away the froc
navigation of the magnificent St.
Lawrence; he being actually in a state
of supreme ignorance of the fact that
we had the navigation of those rivers
before thon, by a treaty with Russia
in 1825, and in a more complete way
too. We had the navigation Of the
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northern rivers of this continent, not
only for commercial purposes, but for
every other purpose; and yet the hon.
gentleman gave away the free naviga-
tion of the St. Lawrence to obtain
navigation of these rivers for com-
mercial purposes, and the immediate
result is already a quarrel between the
two eourities as to whether or
not a pirisoner can be con-
veyed dowii the Stikeen River.
We are bound, by one of the clauses
of that treaty, to give the United
States the free use of all the canals
of the Dominion, and they are
bound only to use their influence
with the individual States to secure for
us the navigation of the canals of the
States contiguous to us, traversing the
boundaries of the two countries. So
they placed us actually in a position of
inferiority in this respect from which
no negotiation can possibly deliver us;
and the successors of the hon. gentle-
man's Government have been obliged
to take a stand upon other grounds in
vindicating the rights of this country
to certain privileges in connection with
the navigation ofthese waters. I con-
gratulate the hon. gentleman upon bis
having at last settled himseolf down into
a policy of protection. I congratulate
the hon. gentleman, as a Nova Scotian
representative,-though he says he is
a citizen of Ontario, and speaks in that
character,-that ho has been obliged to
hoist the pure protection banner, and
that under thathe is resolved to fight for
the future. So be it. We have never
swerved in our devotion to what we con-
ceive to be the true trade principle of
the country, viz., that we should have
a revenue tariff, and a tariff imposed
only for the purposes of revenue, al-
though it is well known that, with our
revenue necessities, such a tarif practi-
cally yields a very large measure of
protection. Sir, this Government found
almost immediately upon its accession
to office that we had to impose a con-
siderably larger tarif than that which
was previously in force, and we did
impose two and a half per cent. more,
and the bon. gentleman will venture
now to speak of it, I suppose, as a pro-
tective tariff. I am a little amused,
Sir, te hear the quotation which the
hon. gentleman used with reference to
the tariff and the system of protection,

and I was reminded of the very ingloi
rious resolution proposed by the leader
of the Opposition last year. He did
not then, Sir, venture to assert a bold
protective poliéy. Let mie rend the
resolution.

" Sir John Macdonald moved in anend-
ment-That all the words after 'that' to the
end of the question be left ont, and the words
inse2 ted-T his house regrets that His Excel-
lency the Governor-General has not been
advised to recommend to Parliament a mea-
sure for the readjustment of the tariff, which
would not only aid to alleviate the stagnation
of business deplored in the gracions Speech
from the Throne, but alse afford fitting
encouragement and protection to the strug-
gling manuactures and industries as well as
to the agricultural products of the country."

Fe does not venture to tell us what
was that fitting protection. He does
not venture to say that the tariff which
was already imposed afforded either
too much or too little protection.
" Fitting encouragement " is an ingeni--
ous phrase, and " fitting encourage-
ment" is all that the hon. gentle-
man ventured upon then ; but the
hon. gentleman now thinks that
he may fairly hoist the protection
banner and sail under it for the
future. However, I am glad at last
to have caged him in any position,
a thing which bas nover before been
possible. But, Sir, let me revert for a
moment to some passages of the hon.
gentleman's speech. He says that the
policy which was initiated in 1870,
called the National Policy, by which
we imposed a duty of fifty cents per
ton on coal, actually frightened the
United States of America into lower-
ing their duties. Well, Sir, I think
that ho is undoubtedly a very great
man. He is a wonderful man, and no
doubt he wishes to frighten us who are
on this side of the flouse very much ;
but I had no idea, until he declared it in
his own words, that he had also fright-
ened the whole people of the United
States. There is, to be sure, the usual
element of inaccuracy in the state-
ment; there is the statement that the
United States duty was immediately
reduced fifty per cent.

Mr. TUPPER: No; from $1.25 to
75 cents.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Then I mis-
understood the hon. gentleman. At ail
events,the impostion of fifty cents duty
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upon their coal frightened them into the
reduction of their rate. Why, Sir, the
entire amount of American coal
brought into this country during
the whole year only yielded, if
I recollect aright, between eighty
and ninety thousand dollars of revenue.
This was the entire amount, and the
imposition of fifty cents per ton did
not, and could not, bring one ton more
of coal from Nova Scotia to the Upper
Provinces than was previously the case.
I am aware that some was brought as
an experimeut, but it was a mere
experiment which could not possibly
succeed, because we in Ontario are
contiguous to the coal fields of the
United States, and any attempt to
force the coal of Nova Scotia upon
Upper Canada must of necessity be a
failure, unless a protective tariff of
between two and three dollars per
on is imposed. This is well known to

the hon. gentleman ; but, Sir, why is
it-if this scheme is to have such
a grand remedial effect, and if this
policy was such as coerced and fright-
ened the Government of the United
States into terms-that the lion. gen-
tleman's Government repealed that
policy themselves. Nay, more, SIr, he
made a pathetic appeal to us to-
night-an appeal which I am certain I
have heard fifty times before - in
which ho said that at the very time that
the hon. gentleman the member for
Kingston was struggling on behalt of
Canadian interests ut Washington, we
struck down this generous and magni-
ficent policy of theirs. Why, Sir, the
hon. gentlemen opposite controlled a
majority of forty or fifty votes in this
House at that very time. The ma-
jority of the then Governmnent was
indeed from fif ty to seventy.

Mr. TUPPER : On that question?
Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-

tlemen had a majority on every ques-
tion which, as a Government, they
chose to place before the House. Either
this was the case, or they were without
a majority on such questions as they
chose to present to the House. They
did choose to present this policy to the
House in 1870, and they themselves
chose in 1871 to come down and repeal
it.

Mr. TUPPER: How about petro.
Mr1. MACKENZIU.

leum ? Where is the hon. genitleman's,
policy voted in this regard last Session,
and the policy made knowni to-night?

Mr. MACKENZIE : I will deal with
that presently, but now I will deal
with the hon. gentleman, and, as soon
as I get through with him, I will take
up some other person. Now. Sir, t
was very remarkable that in the face
ot this appeal the hon. zentlenuî
should have voted against the resolu-
tion, which I will just read :-

"Moved in amendment bv Mr. Bowe:
seconded by Mr. Brown, that in view o
the negotiations now pending at Washing.
ton between representatives on the part cf
the British Empire and the United States,
touching questions which may lead to tIh
renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty, it is, i!.
the opinion of this House, inexpedient to
repeal the duties now imposed on certa:n
articles enumerated in Sec. 2 of the Bill a-
amended ; and be it therefore resolved, that
the Bill do not now pass, but be referred back
to the Committee of the Wlhole for the pur-
pose of expunging the words between 'coke
and the words ' hereafter repealed.'"

Altbough this was moved by one of
the hon. gentleman's own followers,
and although the suffering member for
Kingston was then in the agonies cf
parturition at Washington, having
been sitting there for weeks in the
hope of bringing forth a treaty, yieui-
ing reciprocity, it seems that in spite
of all the hon. gentleman's distress in
the Anerican Capitol, his own fo-
lowers deliberately voted again s
this resolution proposed by the
member for North Hastings -f
I find ainong the votes i:
favour of repoaling the duty on coaL
the naine of Mr. Tupper, and the
nane of every member of the Gover-
ment in this House ut the time. And
this, Sir, is the gentleman who
preaching a new morality, and this 1
the gentleman who speaks of cons-
tency, this, Sir, is the gentleman
who presents, as he savs, the spectacIe
of constant consistexîcy in all politiCal
matters. Why, Sir, consistency is

word unknown to the hon. gentleman.
I have read this to show that the hon.
gentleman not only does not believe,
and did not believe what ho stated to-
night, but, further, that he proved by
bis vote that ho was entirely opposed
to the policy which ho now says is the
only salvation for the country. Sr,
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the hon. gentleman, a moment ago, in
reply to my accusation, answered that
they did not control the House on
every subject. No doubt they did not,
and the hon. gentleman was willing to
remain in office, although he and his
colleagues could not control their fol-
:owers on certain subjects. Why, the
hon. gentleman himself avows that ho
defended the protective system. He
says that he vas in favour of it before,
and ho accuses the Opposition, who
wore then in a minority of from sixty to
evenîty in this House, of having
.arried a resolution in deflance of the
Government. I have shown that he
himself recorded his vote for the repeal
of that duty ; but, assuming what the
non. gentleman says to be true, was it
fair to the public and to the protective
interests he has taken under his wing,
the grand political policy of which ho
sets himself up as champion, that the
moment he found that a majority was
likely to be recorded against this grand
policy, ho himself should turn round
and narch with the tide. And yet,
Sir, this gentleman has the assurance
ro charge us with inconsistency, and
:o declare that we have not fairly
carried out the policy which we an-
nounced to the country. So mach,
Sir, with regard to to the coal duties.
The hon, gentleman knows very well,
.i reference to other matters in which
he indulged very freely during the
discussion, that he was notrepresenting
the real feelings of his own party, nor
the roal facts of the case. Why, Sir,
mn one breath ho denounced us for not
spending the publie money in time of
dlistress, and thon for imposing duties
for the purpose of spending money.
We were denouncod because we in-
Creased the tariff; we were denounced
because we borrowed money in the
English market, for works which were
avowedly intended to be built with
capital on capital account, and at the
same time we were donounced because
we proposed to resort to easier means
mn regard to the construction of such
works. But what are the facts? Dur-
ng 1875, there was spent, in addition

to what was expended on the Inter-
c'olonial Railway, something over eight
raillions of money on pullic works,
and, during 1876, very nearly nino
Millions for the samie purposes; a

much larger amount was thus spent
during these two years than during
any two previous years, not only in the
history of Confederation, but also in
the history of Canada. And it has
been donc with a view at once to carry
out works that are projected and
nust necessarily be carried on to com-

pletion, and with a view also to avail
ourselves of the comparative cheapness
of labour and material at this particular
period. But, Sir. it must be remembered
that there must be a limit to all expendi-
turc, and the Government in proposing
to limit the expenditure upon certain
canals, knows that the object sought
to be accomplished by building various
new works wbere old works are start-
ing can be obtained by another mode
which will avoid for the present the
expenditure originally contemplated.
That we propose to do in order to
save a considerable amount of public
money which otherwise would have to
be expended. I was a little amused in
connection with the hon. gentleman's
views on the question of protection.
The hon. gentleman expressed himself
in favour of protecting all kinds of
manufactures ; but any one in reading
his speech to-morrow will find that ho
denounced the Government because
they proposed a duty on machinery.
It appears that everything is to be
protected except machinery, and that
everything will be protected, including
machinery, at some time or other.

Mr. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman,
I an afraid, is again committing an
inaccuracy and is mis-stating what I
said. I said, machinery that could not
be manufactured in this country should
bo admitted free. My statement was
limited to that, and yet the hon, gentle-
man represents me as having opposed
a duty on machinery.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Will the hon.
gentleman say what kind of machin-
ery ?

Mr. GIBBS (N. Ontario) : Cotton
machinery.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I can say that
cotton machinery is made in this coun-
try.

Mr. GIBBS : It was net made thon.
Mr. MACKENZIE: I will not enter

into a discussion on the matter. We
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know very well that that machinery
is made not lar fir01m the city of Ilamn-
ilton, and that there is no kind that
is not made here.

Mr. GIBBS: Now.
Mr. MACKENZIE: IL may be pro-

cured of better qualities out of the
country-1 have no knowledge that
will enable me to decide upon that
point. But I say that, if one kind of
material is to have the benetit of pro-
tection, all material should equally
have the benefit of protection, and the
man who manufactures machinery as
well a8 the man who manufactures sugar
should surely be entitled to the same
share of protection. I will not enter
into an exposition of the principles of
protection, or what, in my views, its
fallacies are, because I have taken the
ground that, although I am a free
trader, it is impossible to have free
trade in this country. Our circun-
stances forbid it, and our revenue tariff
is one, which, for all practical purposes,
bas become operative as a protective
tarif. And 1 will sav further that no
one knows better than the hon. gen-
tleman that, if li carnes out
bis systen ot protection, it will
stop the imports ; amd, as you must have
your revenue fron somewhere, you
will have to get it by direct taxation.
There is no stopping point. The mo-
ment you increase the revenue by
exaggerated protection, that moment
you have to o btain taxation from some
other source. This there can be no
possible doubt about. Now, sir, I
think the hon. gentleman ought to be
ashamed of hinself to speak of the
Canadian Pacific 1ailway matter at
all. The hon. gentleman ventured to
say that we had expended six millions
and that there was not one mile under
contract.

Mr. TUPPElR: 1 did not. I did not
say a syllable about miles; I said that
practically thie wor k was not begun.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Well, the hon.
gentleman says the work was not
practically begun. What "practically
begun " in his estimate means, I donot
know. All 1 can say is that we have
about 300 miles under contract, a large
portion of' whicl is completed. A por-
tion of the rails are laid, and the rails
may be laid next year on at least 200

Mr. MACKENZIE.

m more whieb are under eontraet. I
should ay, Sic, that that is a ver-
practical beginning, and, if having 20c)
or 300 miles of railroud al but finished,
is not a practical beginning, I fail to
know the use of language. I am
happy to tell the House that
under the wise management of the
Government, 228 miles of railroad
west of Lake Superior are under con-
tract on the main line; and that 228
miles of railroad will be constructed,
finished, and completed for, as nearly
as can be, half the cost per mile of the
Intercolonial .Railway. That is not
merely having it practically begun,
but it is having it practically carried on
in such a way as no railroad was ever
carried on before in this country. Our
object in pushing the work as we have
done I have explained time and again
to this Hlouse and to the country. We
have power uuder the Act of 1874
either to proceed in the mode of obtain-
ing tenders for the entire work or for
small sections of the work. We felt
that the obligation laid upon us by
hon. gentlemen opposite when they
engaged to build the road in ten years
fromn 1871, was one that conpelled us
to move in the matter at once mn order
'to show the best honesty in keeping
our engagements with the new Pro-
vinces. And while the surveys were
proceeded with the greatest possible
diligence, we proceeded with the see-
tions that were surveyed, with the
understanding that as soon as the sur-
veys were completed the entire road
would be put under contract, if they
could be put under contract consis-
tently with the means and resources of
this country at our disposal. When
the hon. gentleman taunts me with
having beld out hopes last Spring that
we would have the surveys completed
so as to be able to advertise for tenders
in J une, he is not showing that fhir'-
ness which should characterize the
leading public mon of this countr.
If he had been able to show that wc
had exhibited the least lack of dili-
gence, that we had made a hypocrit-
ical statement and had not tried to
carry it out, the criticisin would have
been fair and just; but, I appeal to
him, and to every inember of this
House, to say if there is a particle of
evidence to be found to prove that we

(COM110Ns]
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did not carry Out tlhte )rOliscs weO
made at the time we took office and
last spring. The hon. gentleman says
that we went about at the general
election in 1872 denouncing the Pacifie
Railway scheme of the hon. gente-
inan opposite. Why, the hon. gentle-
man does not remember, I suppose,
that the Pacifie Railway scheme was
not developed at all during the
e!ection of 1872. He assumes that it
was, and ventures to say that we
opposed their policy at a time when
the policy was not conceived, and if
conceived, it was not brought forth to
the country. We denounced them at
the general election of 1872 for their
extravagant bargain with British
Columbia and not for their railway
policy, because at that time the policy
vas not known, for the hon. gentlemen

were thcn engaged making arrange-
ment with Sir Hugh Allan, lon. D.
L. Macpherson and other capitalists.
Such, Sir, is the reckless assertion of
the bon. member for Cumberland, in
order to make political capital at
such a time as this. As the recog-
nized financial critic on the oppo-
site side, the hon. gentleman's speech
ought to have been a criticism of
the remarks of my hon. friend the
Finance Minister and a correction
of his figures, if he was able to
correct thein. Instead of that, his
speech was a wandering rehash of
abuse and reckless assertions, a few of
which I have dealt with, rather than go
over the whole field. The hon. gentle-
man indulged in one very remarkable
nisstatement-shall I call it a misstate-

ment ? For courtesy's sake I will.
Hfe says that the last year in which
the late Government was in office they
managed to carry on the affairs of the
country easily with $19,000,000, and
the first year we were in office we re-
quired $24,000,000 to do the same
work. Does the hon. gentleman deny
this statement ?

]Rr. TUPPER: I do most distinctly.
I said the expenditure for one year was
so mueh, and the estimates for another
year were so much.

Ur. MACKENZIE: Very well. I
am glad lie makes this statement. He
knows very well they took estimates
11or 1873 for nearly $24,000,000; and

if only $19,000,000 were required, why
did they take estimates for so mucih ?
Does the hon. gentleman mean to say
that they deliberately took $5,000,000
more than they required ? If he does
not mean that, he must abide by his
own estimates, and the fiet romains
that their estimates exceeded our ex-
penditure by several hundred thousand
dollars, if we admit the services on the
boundary question, the Indian treaties,
and the North-West Mounted Police,
and one or two other matters for
whieh they never paid a farthing
during their term. The absence of
this expenditure alone, reduces our es-
timates of 1874-5 considerably below
the estimates they took for 1873-4. I
exposed this fallacy in a speech I made
at Whitby in the presence of the
hon. gentleman hinself, and I gave
there the exact figures and the services,
and I proved conclusively that our ex-
penditure was less during our first year
of office than theirs was expected to be
for the last year that they took es-
timates.

Mr. TUPPER: What was the ver-
diet of the people ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: The lion. gen-
tieman says the battle of protection
was fought out in some of the rural
constituencies, but he says also that in
the Ontarios the Ministerial candidates
were outvieing the Opposition candi-
dates in their advocacy of Protection.
WelI, their defeat must be attributed to
that. What took place with regard to
my hon. friend from Bothwell? He did
not sail under false colours. 11e fought
out the battle of Free-Trade, and he
had the two apostles from the Ontarios
and four or five others, and a great
many others who could not tell if they
were asked whether they wýere pro-
tectionists or not, fighting against him.
We had the whole tribe there, and the
result was that my hon. friend came
back with a largely increased majority.
Now, Sir, the hon. gentleman said to-
night, referring to the amount of
customs collected by my hon. friend
behind me, that it cost $50,000 more
during the first year we were in office
than it did during the last year we
were in office. I think that vas the
statement.
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Mr. TUPPER : No; I will give you
the figures.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Well, while the
ion. gentleman is looking for the
figures I will tell a littie story.

MNIr. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman
can go on with his story when I have
finished. What f said was that in
1873-74 we collected $1,491,255 more
in the cnstoms than the present Gov-
ernment in 1875-76, and that the cost
in 1875-76 was $62,709 more.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Very wenl; I
will tell the story now. I an sure
the hon. gentleman forgets it, and it
will be remembered with some interest.
It took place in the last days of
October, 1873, and in the early days of
iNovember, 1b73, and during that
interesting period in which my hon.
friends opposite were industriously
engaged in keeping up a sham battle
in this House, anid naking appoint-
ments of various kinds. In the early
days of November, 1873, the hon.
gentlemen opposite were engaged in
making appointments by the hundred,
and not content with that, my hon.
friend from Cumberland had an Order-
in-Council which raised all the salaries
in the Customs to the extent of
$60,000, almost the exact amount
which he charges my hon. friend with
having spent. It was quite evident to
any one who had access to the Privy
Council Chamber immediately after
the resignation of the late Governor,
that when the place was vacated by
the hon. gentlemen opposite, they
never expected to inhabit the place
again. And, notwithstanding a little
.assistance that a time of distress has
been to them during last season, they
never will be tenants there again.

Mr. TUPPER: I an sorry to inter-
rupt the'hon. gentleman's story, but I
must do so in order to be true to
history. The hon. gentleman will find
if he takes my figures, that the expen-
diture that very year for which the
salaries were increased-1873-74-was
$658,000, as against $721,000 for
1875-6.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
man cannot deny that what I state is
a fact-that the increase of salaries
was in the neighbourhood of$60,000.

Mr. MACKENZIE.

Mr. TUPPER : The increase of
salaries was made under an order of
the House.

Mr. MACKENZIE: What we have
also done bas been under an order of
the House. He cannot have the plea
of an order of the House as an excuse
in bis case alone. The hon. gentleman
in comparing the figures of the res-
pective Governments, forgot to mention
another little item of interest. I have
shown that when they left office the
public expenditure was at twenty-four
millions. When they entered office the
public expenditure stood at thirteen
millions, and in the course of six years
they increased the expenditure by
eleven millions. We have been in
office tbree years, and have decreased
the expenditure by one million and a
half. That is the difference between
the two Governments. We have,
moreover, made the most ample pro.
vission to have all the public wants
attended to. We have erected public
buildings in different places, the
buildings at Montreal, Toronto.,
and in this city having been
almost entirely constructed during
that period; and further, we have
effected the reluction of the Estimates
which were left us when the hon. gen-
tlemen opposite resigned office. This
is a truc statement. Anyone who
chooses to examine the Publie Ae-
counts will sec for himself the real
state of affairs. When these gentle-
men were installed in the Government
in 1867, the country was in the hey
day of prosperity. For three years
previous our farmers sold everything
that could be sold. The United States
markets were exhausted, and they
looked to Canada for a supply of pro-
duce and goods required during the
war. Our farmers east and west, and
our mechanies were able to send their
products into the United States. As I

ave said, those hon. gentlemen took
office in the midst of the prosperity,
and that prosperity continued for
years. They went out of office at the
very time when we were all beginning
to feel that a period of depression had
arrived, which would tax the energies
alike of private citizens and the Gov-
ernment, and any fair minded man
would have acknowledged the difficul-
tics with which this Government has
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had to contend. But instead of that,
the Government received nothing ex-
cept the most captious, ill-natured and
unfair criticism that ever assailed
a Government. If the bon. gen-
tleman and his friends imagine that
the country is so blinded by passion or
prejudice as to accept his statement
und his interpretations of public af-
fairs during the past few years,
the hon. gentleman never made a
greater mistake. The people are not
ignorant, and it does not require the
presence of the hon. member for Cum-
beriland, even in Ontario, to enlighten
the people in that dark region by his
own exit from his own Province, into
the the midst of them. Those hon.
gentlemen came into power, and instead
of husbanding the resources of the
country at the time when they had re-
sources to husband, instead of acting as
the Israelites did in Egypt, when call-
ed by Pharoah to provide against the
seven years of scarcity, they spent
evçrything they could lay their hands
on, and when they went out of office,
earried the whole balance with them.
Why, if hon. gentlemen had bad any
successors except those who were provi-
dent, active and careful in the admin-
istration of public affairs, if they had
been succeeded by rash men like them-
selves, the country might have been
ruined; but it rested with the Reform
Party to succeed hon. gen t1emen oppo-
ite just as they had brought the country
to the verge of disaster, as they had
defiled its public morals, as they had
spent its money, as they had made
preparations for further expenditure.
It was left for us to take up the man-
agement of affairs at this particular
juncture, and by the wise efforts and
management of the Finance Minister
and other Ministers, public affairs have
been so directed that the finances of
the country have been husbanded and
Prosperity will ere long return--a
prosperity that is even now appearing
on the horizon, a prosperity thiat owes
nothing either to that political party
or to this. The prosperity of this
Country depends on the industry of its
peopI e. It does not depend upon party
dcgqueurs or upon political nos-
trums, but it depends upon the indus-
trial power of the people; and the day
Will never come when either the hon.

12

gentleman or I will be missed when we
take our departure from these legis-
lative halls, because other mon will
rise in our places, and the country will
go on never heeding the time when a
Tupper pronounced as the sole remedy
for the ills of Canada the impo-
sition of a duty on sugar and coal.
John Bright said, in a very recent
speech, that he could not compare
te extravagant absurdities of some
peple who waited upon him
desiring protection, to anything
except a person who had got
a box on the right ear and
turned round desiring a corresponding
one on the other car. And this is the
sole remedy of these bon. gentlemen
for the sorrows of the country, the sole
remedy for a depressed people and for
depressed industries. Their sole remedy
is to tax the people more; make the
people pay more, say these bon. gen-
tlemen, and that will surely bring a
general era of prosperity. My belief
is that if the country does desire to be
more highly taxed, the hon. gentlemen
opposite should return to power, for
they and they only of all publie men
are willing to adopt this extraordinary
remedy. For a patient whom they
admit to be tolerably sick, they propose
the system of counter-irritation ; be-
cause there is a sore on one side the
bon. member for Cumberland proposes
to put a blister on the other, and that
is donc to promote the prosperity of
the country.

Mr. TUPPER: That is good treat,
ment.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Then God help
the country that is to be subjected to
that treatment. I do not, to-night, Sir,
propose to enter upon any critical
analysis of the statements of the
bon. gentleman, because I will ]eave
that to my bon. friend the Finance
Minister. I desired merely to deal
shortly with some of the political
features of his address, and with some
of the extraordinary statements he
made in the course of it, and I shall
on a future occasion take the oppor-
tunity of referring more at large to
some of the questions he raised. In
the meantime, Sir, I have only to say
that if the bon. gentleman im..gines
that peeches such as he bas delivered
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to-night are calculated to advance
either his personal or political interest,
or to advance the prosperity of the
country, I think that ho will find that
the voice of this House on both sides
will pronounce againstsuch an assump-
tion, and tihat a considerate and fair
criticisn will always bc best fbr the
object he is aiming at--best in the
interest of the dignity of the country
and the dignity of this House, and that
any other procedure on bis part, or on
the part of' any other public man, vill
merely result in a degradation which
must be deplorable to every honest
man.

Sir JOH IN A. MACDONALTD: The
lion. the Premier is wise in his gener-
ation. He says ho will not at this late
hour of the night. or at any other time
indeed, attempt to iake an analytical
criticism of the speech of my hon.
friend. le wisely leaves that to the
Finance 3Minister. It is far above his
capacity, and the announcement ie has
now made shows that ho is conscious
of the fact. If my hon. friend wanted
a tribute to the surpassing ability of
bis speech to-night, if ho wanted evi-
dence of the effect it bas had .on the
Premier and on his followers, he would
have it in the tone, in the manner, and
in the style of the speech of the hon.
Premier. I have heard the First Min-
ister make many speeches, I have
heard hin make imany strong speeches;
but never in my life did I hear him
make, either as a private member of
this Ilouse and unofficially, or as the
head of the Gov-ernnent, a speech so
replete with violence, so replete with
strong and ut)npari ianentary language,
so uncandid and so ungenerous, and so
unworthy of bis position, as that which
ho has made to-night, and he, for-
sooth. charges my hon. friend with
makirng bis speech a miere tirade of
vulgar abuse. Sir, it was an incisive
speech, it was an able speech, it was a
fair speech, a conclusive speech, show-
ing the faults of the present Govern-
ment; and it was because it was of its
incisiveness that it was so felt by the
lion. Premier, and so felt by the vhole
House. Had it been a tirade of abuse,
or had there been anything unparlia-
mentary in it, you, Sir, in the exercise
ofyourfunctions, would have called the
hon. gentleman to order. But my hon.

Mr. MAcmENzW.

friend 's speech was not of that char-
acter, and he has a right to throw back
on the hon. gentleman the charge that
it was unparliamentary, or that it was
unworthy of him as a distinguished
statesman of Canada or as a member
of this louse. But, Sir, the flesh will
quiver when the pincers tear; and as
every sentence came down on my hon.
friend and on the Finance Minister
they felt it keenly, and the feeble
cheers you heard behind them showed
that it was also felt among all the
supporters of the lion. gentlemen. The
bon. Premier charged my hon. friend
with using improper and coarse
language, because he stated that the
return in the Gazette was false in fact.
My hon. friend told this House that
either thest, returns were of no value,
or that they were calculated to deceive
the country. What were those retur-n
placed in the Gazette for? To give
informatýon to the publie as to the
actual state of the revenue, as to what
are actually the receipts and expendi-
ture. The lion. Minister of Finance
adnits that they are not correct
returns, and, tberefore, that they are
not of any value to the country.

Mr. CARTWRIIGIT : They were
quite correct when they were made.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
bon. gentleman says they were quite
correct so far as known to the auditor,
but of what advantage is that to the
country? What the country wants to
know is what the whole amount of the
receipts and expenditure is at present,
and not what it was at some other time
in the Audit Office. The hon. gentle-
man says that my lion. friend from
Cumberland should have con tined bis
speech to a criticism of the Budget
speech, but that instead of that he
launcled into a general political dis-
cussion. He did not do so, Mr. Speaker.
As vas bis duty and as was bis right.
and as was according to practice, ho
went into a general discussion of the
state of publie affairs as connected
with the revenue and expenditure, and
as connected with the financial policY
of the Government. That is what ho
is here for, and that work he did
thoroughly; and when he alluded to
the Washington Treaty, to the Pacific
Railway, or to any other subject, ho
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did not discuss those matters as mat-
ters of general political importance,
but purely in their commercial and
financial relations. le spoke of the
Washington Treaty with reference to
the Fisheries, with reference to the
policy of the Government in regard to
that subject, ad with reference to the
mission of Mr. George Brown to
Washington in connection with that
Treatv. le did not enter into a
«eneral discussion of the treaty. My
hon. friend the Premier took quite a
different course. le wanted to draw
the herring iti front of the hound in

order to lead hin offI the scent. lie
wanted to take away the attention of
tIhe lHouse fion the exposé of the
incapacitv and extravagane of the

oevern ment, and their failure to carry
out the pledges and promises they
made at the time they took office. le
commenced to say that if such
speeches were to be made, if the
policy of the Government was to be
discussed, if they were to be arraigned
for their incapacity, if the policy of
the Finance Minister was to be
attacked, he would not reserve his
reticence on the Washington Treaty.
Lot the hon. gentleman tell what he
knows. The hon. gentleman bas never
shown such reticence on that subject
when he thought ho could make it the
ground of a political attack on his
political opponents, and he is welcome
to make use of what ho knows in
regard to it. He thinks that in say-
ing this he is hitting me. He was
hitting the Imperial Government; he
was hitting Mr. Gladstone's Govern-
ment; ho was not hitting me at all ;
and, Mr. Speaker, I can only say this,
that looking back to 1871, and looking
at the position in whieh England
stands now and the position in which
she has stood for the last four months,
I can thank God as a patriot and as a
lover of my country that that treaty
was nade. Sir, we all know that if all
differences had not been settled be-
tween England and the United States,
-if the Alabama difficulty had not

been arranged--England would have
been powerless as a nation. She could
lot hold her position in Europe with
the United States on her flank.

Mr. BLAKE: There's a patriot.
121

Sir JOHN A. MAC)ONALD: The
hon. gentleman calls me a patriot. I
believe I am a patriot. I certainly
love my country, perhaps not more
than the hon. gentleman, but as
earnestly and as honestly as the hon.
gentleman. Sir, England bas been in
great danger for months and months
of a war in Europe and the Mediter-
ranean. She has been in danger of
being at war with one of the greatest
military powers in the world. We all
know tiat if the Alabama question
had not been settled, and England was
about to engage in a war with Russi,
she would have to prosecute it against
the uiited powers of uItssia and the
United States. But by the consum-
mation of that treaty, and by the set-
tienient between the United States
and England under that treaty, it is
that England can assume the position of
the controlling power of Europe. But
we have fought out that treaty in this
House again and again, and it bas been
approved time after time. We have
gone to the country on it, and it bas
been approved. Parliament approved
of the treaty, and I believe the Ilouse
approves of it since. And now, more-
over, we are quite prepared, any time
when the hon. gentleman pleases, to
submit the question to the people
again, and I have no doubt that we
would be successful. The hon. gen-
tleman chose to sneer at my hon.
triend for his allusions to the national
policy, and be ventures to charge my
hon. friend with having voted against
his own policy, with having repealed
that policy, and with having im-
properly attempted to make capital
against the bon. gentleman or the
other side for their course. Never, Sir,
was there a more disingenuous state-
ment made----never a statement more
unfounded, in fact, than that. I am
surprised that the hon. gentleman so
far forgot himself as to mako that
statement in this House. I know the
hon. gentleman made it elsewhere,
but I am surprised that he would have
the hardihood-if that is not an unpar-
liamentary expression to use--to do
that, Mr. Speaker; when the resolution
was carried to repeal the Act of the
previous session, what is called the
National Policy Act, the whole power
and force of the Government was ex-
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ercised in order to defeat that propo-
sition. But the hon. the Premier was
the leader. He led every one of bis
followers, whether Free Traders or
Protectionists, to vote for the repeal of
the National Policy.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I was not here,
Sir.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD:
There was a combination. Ie was
joined by men who usually supported
the Ministry. The Government had a
good working majority at that time in
Parliament for their general policy,
and for their general course and admin-
istration. On that question there was
a difference of opinion. A certain
number of their followers voted and
joined with the hon. gentlemen, and I
have no doubt most of them have
regretted it bitterly since.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I was not here
at all.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Oh
no. I forgot that my hon. friend was
attending to a local election at that
time.

Mr. MACKENZIE: And carried it
too.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: But
his spirit was here and his fol-
lowers were all here. The whole
power and influence of the Govern-
ment were used for the purpose of pre-
venting the repeal of that Act; but
were defeated by the whole vote of the
Opposition uniting with a portion of
the Ministerial supporters. The Gov-
ernment had one of two courses to
take: either to accept the decision of
the House or to resign. Mr. Speaker,
they accepted the decision of the
House-and why did they do so? Be-
cause they were defeated in one branch
of the National Policy was that a suffi-
cient reason why they should hand over
the whole National Policy to the gentle-
men opposite. The bon. gentleman
knows, and this country knows that it
was a!leged and stated by the Ministry
at the time they laid their policy before
the House originally, that it was the
commencement of a national policy.
It was a tentative proposition. It
was the entering wedge for the
purpose of laying the basis for
a national policy. The hon. gentlemen

Sir JOHN A. MAoDoNALD.

opposite would not have cairied out
this policy, but would have introduced
the policy which they are carrying out
to-day, namely, that of rigid free trade,
irrespective of all encouragement to
our agricultural and manufacturing
interests. I say my colleagues would
not have been justified*in resigning,
especially in my absence, I being at
Washington. And so the proposition
of the House was accepted. It would
have been an unwise, unpatriotic and
unstatesmanlike course to have resigned;
and therefore they accepted the decision
of the House, and in obedience to that
decision they amended the Supply
Bill, to carry out the resolntion of the
House. The Government, having ao-
cepted the decision of the House, were
bound in honour to carry it into effect
by an Act of Parliament. If they had
gone back on their pledge, and had
tried to steal a reversal of the decision
of the day before, they would have
acted dishonourably. And so that
vote, of which the hon. Premier
boasts so triumphantly, was only
carrying out their pledge, they having
submitted to the decision of the House.
Mr. Speaker, with reference to the
Budget and tariff that have been now
brought down, I must say that intelli-
gence respecting the alterations in the
duties, will be received through the
whole of this country-at all events
throughout the length and breadth of
the two Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec-with dismay. Sir, the strug-
gling and suffering manufacturers of
botb these Provinces have been hoping
against hope for some relief, and
although but little was to be expected
from the hon. gentlemen opposite, they
thought that the depression was so
obvious, the distress so overwhelming,
and so long continued, and the cry for
help from all parts of Ontario and
Quebec so unanimous, that the Govern-
ment, notwithstanding their prejudices
in favour of free trade, and the
opinions some of them had expressed
in this connection, would have risen
superior to their past position and
pride of opinion, and have come for-
ward with aid in this trying extremity
of this country-this extremity of dis-
tress, which is admitted by the hon. gen-
tleman in his speech on the Budget-
and this great financial and commercial

[COMMONS.] The Budget.



[FEBRUARY 20, 1877.]

depression. And the hon. gentleman
knows, because ho is, of course, owing
to his position, in communication with
Montreal, and the great centres of
business and manufactures in the coun-
try--that the cloud is darkening,
and that notwithstanding the hope ex-
pressed by the Premier, there is no
light in the sky as yet, and no sign ex-
hibited of the disappearance of the pre-
sent state of depression and distress.
Sir, all these industries, and not only
the manufacturing classes, but the
working men, the labouring classes,
and the whole commercial community,
were looking forward for financial re-
lief as a consequence of the meeting of
this Legislature; and I say that when
the news is flashed over the wires
to-morrow, west, east, north and south,
that there is no such alteration as is
required, and no relief, many a man
who bas been keeping up his heart,
and keeping open his warehouse and
place of business at a ruinous sacrifice
in order that his workmen might not
starve, will be obliged to close his
factory, and dismiss bis employees, and
perhaps be driven to the Insolvent
Court, owing to the policy adopted by
the bon. gentlemen opposite. But at
least there is a relief,--we will have
our coal oil a little cheaper. But even
as to that, Mr. Speaker, the old women
when they look at the lamp, they will
say, " We are getting our oil a little
cheaper, but it is only transferring the
tax to the tea-pot." Mr. Speaker, the
policy of the Government is one at
which I am not surprised. It was
announced last Session by the hon.
member for North York, who is a
powerful supporter of the Administra-
tion-that the line had been drawn at
last, and that the line between the
Ministerial party and the Opposition
party was protection and free trade.
He thanked God that the Ministerial
party had at last hoisted the free trade
banner, and that they were going to
fight under it. The bon. gentlemen i
may fight under it, but they will fall
under it, and although my hon. friend 1
the Premier may keep up his heart,
and try to encourage his supporters by i
Stating- that their position is not affected
and that the country is still with them, i
ntwithstanding all this depression, for î
Which ho will not hold himself respon- î

sible, still the fact is, that he does not
possess the confidence of the country.
Why Sir, this country must be paying
a vast sum of money for this stylo of
administering its affairs. The hon.
gentleman says, that neither this nor
any other Government could relieve
the country; but I deny that. A wise
Government can do great things to-
wards alleviating distress and depres-
sion. They cannot do everything, but
they can restore confidence by assum-
ing such a position as gives confidence
to the country. It may be that the
country is wrong and the hon. gentle-
man right; it may be that the unpop-
ularity, which it must be obvious to
the bon. gentleman and everybody,
bas corne upon the hon. gentleman, may
disappear, and it may be that they will
recover their standing in the country,
and regain the confidence they have
forfeited; but can they, as gentlemen
of candor and men of honesty, say
that they do not know that the
countryis now against ther. Why,
Mr. Speaker, it would be admit-
ting that they were blind to the
plainest evidence, if they did not admit
that the present feeling of the country
is not in their favour. There is dis-
satisfaction in Ontario as the hon.
gentleman knows well,-there is, in
fact, dissatisfaction in every part of the
Dominion. The elections as they have
corne off prove that beyond a doubt.
Whether you look at the two Ontarios
or at Kamouraska, you will find what
the feeling in Canada really is. If
you want to know what the feeling is
in Nova Scotia, look to Victoria; and,
as my hon. friend says, go to Halifax
and see why the Government dare not
open that seat. My hon. friend the
Premier has tried to convict ny hon.
friend who sits beside me of an inac-
curacy or a want of memory in stat-
ing that in 1872 the policy ot the Gov-
ernment on the Pacifie Railway was
not known. The bon. gentleman says
he Government had not formed their
policy, and that it was after the elec-
tion that they announced it. Well
iere are the Statutes of 1872, and here
s the Act respecting the railway,
vhich gives the Government power to
aise thirty millions of money and to
grant fifty millions acres of land; it also
gives the Government power to amal-
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gamate with any company which may
be formed. There is the Act, and in
that Act the policy is laid down,
the maximum of money is specified,
and the quantity of land is laid down.
It was passed, as everybody knows, in
the Spring of 1872, and was discussed
at every hustings in the country. M1y
hon. friend the Premier is certainly
amenable to the charge which lie has
hurled at the hon. member for Cum-
berland when he states that at the
general election of 1872 the scheme
was not before the country. We have
heard a great deal from the Premier
about what they had done on the
Pacific Railway. We will, however,
bave that up by-and-bye on the re-
port. He says they have done an
enormous amount of work, in reply
to my hon. friend from Cumberland,
who stated that there had been
$6,000,000 spent in surveys, and no.
part of the railway. was practically
finished. I believe the Report the
Minister of Public Works as laid on
the table shows that there are twenty-
four miles finis ihed. My friend, there-
fore, was not so inaccurate, for if there
are only 24 miles finished, while
86,000,000 have been expendedon sur-
veying where the road is not to be
laid. Mr. Speaker, at this late hour I
do not propose to detain the House any
longer. This subject will be and must
be fully discussed, and all the varions
questions which have been introduced
into this debate will be considered
again and again, so that every hon.
member will have the opportunity of
expressing himselt upon it. Again, I
say, I regret for the sake of the coun-
try, for the sake of our struggling
industries, for the men of business who
are now trembling on the brink of
bankruptcy, that the Government have
not come forward to give them assis-
tance. The hon. gentleman quotes my
resolution of last Session, and says, that
we do not there propose an in-
crease in the tariff. I believe in an
increase that will not press unduly on
the resources of our people. I believe
in a re-adjustment of the tariff that
if carried, would give confidence to'
every manufacturer, that would give
labour to our skilled artizans, that
would restore confidence to our finan-
cial institutions, and that would give

Sir Joa A. MAcDONALD.

back to the country the prosperity it
lost three years ago.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: At this late
hour I shall not avail myself of the
privilege which belongs to the Finance
Minister, of replying at any length;
but, as the right bon. genleman who
has just addressed the louse,if I under-
stood him aright, intimated that the
Government is largely responsible for
the existence ofthe present depression,
and that a wise Government could do
a great deal to restore confidence. I
give hin notice that, when the ques-
tion comes up again, I shall eall the
attention of the House to a series of
interesting facts which occurred during
his régime. We had a total deficit of
about 8 per cent. on the transactions of
last year; but what were the deficits
which occurred during a term of ten
years during which that hon. gentle-
man presided over the destinies of the
country? One year it was 25 per cent.;
in another it was 8; in another it was
12; in another it was 22; in another
it was 9; in another it was 4,-facts
which, I suppose, he thought too in-
significant to mention. If that hon.
gentleman really wishes to discuss the
position of the late Government,
nothing will give us greater pleasure
than to go into details and to show
who is really rosponsible for the
present position of the country,
and I will be willing to discuss those
matters at as great length as hon.
gentlemen may require. As to other
matters, I will, for the present. confine
myself to calling the attention of
the House to one or two of the
most glaring inaccuracies in the state-
ment indulged in by the bon. member
for Cumberland. I desire to point out
that the whole question at issue
between the hon. gentleman and my-
self is this: Was I, or was I not justified
in estimating the true imarket value
of the loan, not by two or three stray
quotaLions for two or three stray days,
but by the price at which bonds sold
on the London market for months
before and after my loan was put on
the market ? With respect to the
course pursued by Messrs. Baring and
Glynn, as to whose conduct I am ex-
ceedingly sorry the hon. gentleman
should have spoken as ho did, I desire
to call attention to this fact, that the
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price of the loan was fixed before I
gave any instruction to Messrs. Baring
.and Glynn, that I expected them to
take a certain portion of it. It is my
duty to state further, that, although the
London agents might have fairly claim-
ed the right of taking subscriptions to
the amount of £500,000 each, they con-
fined themnselves to the subscription
of £250,000, and, if they made £50,000
or £20,000 out of the transaction, lhey
must have been even more dexterous
financiers than the hon. member for
Cumberland. With regard to the other
allegation of the hon. gentleman, if he
will show to the House a single loan
made by a foreign country of note in
England, during the last half-dozen
years, except at a fixed price, I will
admit there is some just cause for his
censure. As the hour is late, Iwill not
review the hon. gentleman's somewhat
rash and inaccurate statements, but
I confine myself to repeating the
the assertion that, as touching returns,
furnished by the Audit Department, be
the present system good or bad, it was
acted on for many years under
the régime of the hon. member for
Kingston. If, therefore, any blame is
to be attached to any one, the blame
must rest on that hon. gentleman, who
inaugurated and continued it for so
long a period. I beg to move, Mr.
Speaker, that y-ou do now leave the
chair.

Motion agreed to.
House resolved itself into Committee

of Ways and IMeans.

(In the Committee.)
1. Resolved,-That in lien and stead of the

luties of Excise imposed on the articles
aerein muentioned by the Act respecting the
Inland Revenue (31 Vie., chap. S) it is ex-
piedient that the following duties of Excise
e inposed and collected:-
1. Un every pound of malt, two cents.
2. On every gallon of any ferniented

beverage made in imitation of beer or malt1 quor and brewed in whole or in part. from
any other substance than malt, eight cents.
3. Provided that Brewers using sugar in

the mnanufacture of beer and paying the
above-mentioned duty on the beer made
therewith may receive a drawback equal to
,he duty paid by thein on the niait used with
such sugar in making such beer.

2. Resoved,-That it is expedient to anend
the Act 31 Vic., cap. 44, and other Acts
aniending the same, and the Tariff of Duties
of Custorms contained in the Schedu]es
annexed to the said Acts:-

3. Resolved,-Thbat it is expedient to repeal
so mauch of Sciedule A of the said Act, 31
Vic., cap. 44. as imposes any Specifie Duty
of Customls on any of the g ois or articles
hereafter mnemioned, and to ubstitute
therefor the followiii Duties of Custons,
vîZ.;-

On Cigars, including Cigarettes, 50 cents
per lb., and 20 per centum ad valorem.

On Tea-Green or Japan, 6 cents per lb.
On Tea-Black, 5 cents per lb.
On Cologne Water and Pei fumed Spirits

when im flasks or bottles not weighing
more than 4 oz., 25 per centum ad
valoren.

On Malt, 2- cents per lb.
On Oilo, viz.:-Coal and Kerosene, dis-

tilled, purified and refined, Naphtha,
Benzole and refined Petroleum, Pro-
ducts of Petroleuni, Coal, Shale and
Lignite, not otherwise specified, and
Crude Petroleurm, 6 cents per wine
gallon.

4. Resolved,-That it is expedient that so
much of Schedule B of the Act 31 Vic., cap.
44, or any Act amending it, as imposes any
Duties of Custorms upon Ale, Beer and Por-
ter be repealed, and that the following specific
duties be imposed and collected thereon,
viz. -

On Ale, Beer and Porter, when imported
in bottle (6 quart and 12 pint bottles
to be held to contain an Imperiai
gallon) 18 cents per Iiperial gallon.

On Ale, Beer and Porter, when imported
otherwise than in bottle, 12 cents per
Imperial gallon.

5. Resolved,-That it ia expedient that so
much of the Act 37 Vic., cap. 6, or any Act
anending it as imposes a duty of ten per
centumu upon the following goods, viz.

Cotton Thread in hanks, coloured and
unfinished, Nos. 3 and 4 ply-White
-Not under No. 20 yarD,

Cotton Warp, not coarser than No. 40,
Cotton Thread on spools,
Machine Twist and Silk Twist,
Linen Machine Thread,

be repealed and the said goos be held to be
and deait with as non-enumerated articles,
subject to a Duty of Customns of 17), per
centumi ad valorem.

6. Resolved,-That it is expedient, that so
much ofSchedule C. of the said Act 31 Vic-
toria, ch. 44, or any Act anending it, or any
Order in Council as admits the following
goods for entry free of duty, viz.:-

Tubes and Piping of brass, copper or iron
drawn.

Coton Thread in hanks, coloured and
unfinished No. 6 ply-White, not
under No. 20 yarn.

be repealed; and that the following duties of
Customs be imnposed and collected on the
saine, viz.:

On Tubes and Piping of brass, copper or
iron drawn, 17' per centuni ad
valotem.
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On Cotton Thread, in hanks, coloured
and unfinished, No. 6 ply-White-
not under No. 20 yarn, 10 per centum
ad valorem.

Mr. WOODsaid that formerly drawn
tubings were admitted free if not
screwed and coupled. He asked if they
would still be so admitted.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said they
would come under the name of unen-
umerated articles under the operation
of that clause.

7. Resoleed,-That it is -expedient that so
much of the Act 37 Vic., cap. 6, as imposes
a specific duty of Customns on wines be
amended by adding thereto the following
provision-In computing the worth of all
wine there shall be included the cost of
bottling, corking, wiring, labelling, and of the
naterials used therein, and ail other expenses

incurred prior to actual shipment-except
the cost of bottles and packages which shall
remain subject to the duty of 17J per centum
ad valorem, provided by the next following
resolution.

8. Resolved, That it is expedient that so
nuch of any Act or Schedule as aforesa d, as

imposes any duty of Customs on non-enun-
erated goods and packages be repealed and
the following provisions substituted therefor,
that is to say ý-

The value of ail Bottles, Flasks, Jars,
Diiijohns, Carboys, Casks, Hogsheads,
Pipes, Barrels, aid ail other vessels or
packages manufactured of Tin. Iron, Lead,
Zinc, Glass or any other material, and
capable of holding liquids, Crates contain-
ing Glass, China, rock ery or Earthenware;
and ail packages in which goods are com-
monly placed for Home Consumption, in-
cluding cases in which bottled Spirits, Wines
or Malt Liquors are contained, and every
package, being the first receptacle or cover-
ing enclosing goods for purposes of sale,
s-hall in ail cases in which they contain
goods subject to an ad valorern duty be taken
and held to be a part of the iir market
value of such goods for duty, and when
they contain goods subject to specific duty
only such packages -hall be charged with a
duty of Customs of 17½ per cent ad valorem
to be computed upon their original cost or
value, and all goods not enumerated in this
said Act or any othrer Act as charged with
any duty of Custoins, and not declared free
of duty bv some unrepealed Act or pro-
vision,-shall be charged with a duty of
Custoins of seventeen and one-half per cent.
ai valorem, when imported into Canada, or
taken out of warehouse for consumbption
therein; but all packages not lierein before
specified, and not specially charged with
duty by any unrepealed Act, and being the
usual and ordinary packages in which goods-
are packed for exportation, according to the
general usage and custom of trade, shall be
free of duty.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

9. Resolved, That it is expedient to repeai
the Act of 31st Vie. cap 50, intituled "An
Act to impose certain duties on Spirits and
Petroleum."

Mr. TUPPER: I did not catch the
statement of the bon. the Finance Min-
ister as to how much he expected to
obtain from the revision of the Tariff
in addition to any loss which he ex-
pects to accrue.

Mr. CARTWRIGIT :Between
$400,000 and $500,000, I think.

Mr. TUPPER: You assume that
you lose on the petroleum, and mako
it up on the tea, and gain that amount
on the whole revision of the Tariff?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Yes.
Resolutions ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
One o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, Feb. 21st, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Thiee,
o'clock.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally
introduced and read thefirst time:

Bill (No. 20) To amend the Act of
incorporation of tho London and On-
tario Investment Company (Limited).
-(fr. A-acdonald, Toronto.)

Bill (No. 21) To amend the Act 37
Vict>ria, chapter 57, respecting Per-
manent Building Socicties in Ontario.
-(Mr. Hall.)

Bill (No. 22) To incorporate the
"Dominion Grange of the Patrons of
Husbandry."-(Mr. Rymal.)

Bill (No. 23) To extend to the Pro-
vince of Prince Edward Island certain
of the Criminal Laws now in force in
other Provinces of Canada.-(ir.
Blake.)

Bill (No. 24) To amend the Act
respecting larceny and other similar
offences.-(AMr. Blake.)
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THE LIEUTENANT - GOVERNOR
OF MANITOBA.

EXPLANATION.

Mr. MACKENZIE: In justice to a
high official of this Government, I feel
bound to allude to a matter that was
brought forward here, two days ago.
The hon. member for Lisgar stated, as
common rumour, or as his own belief,
I forget which, that the Lieut.-Gover-
nor of Manitoba was deeply interested
in land speculations, implying thereby
that he was not a suitable person for
the Governiment to employ in the ca-
pacity of Commissioner for the settle-
ment of claims under discussion. I
ventured at the time, from my own
previous knowledge of that gentlemen,
and also from precise information, to
contradict the statement as far as I
could do so. Governor Morris, how-
ever, telegraphed me as follows :-

" Absolutely false that I am largely inter-
ested in land speculations. I have no interest
direct or indirect in scrip or half-breed
claims. I own three quarter-sections, two
farms and certain city property acquired from
private owners. You are authorised to use
this statement."

I think it but just that I should make
this statement.

Mr. TUPPER: I regret exceedingly
that the information has been given in
the absence of the hon. member for
Lisgar. I think, when a statement im-
)ugning the veracity of any hon. mem-
ber is made, care ought to be taken to
give the bon. gentleman an opportunity
of putting himself right before the
House. Now, the lion. member for
Lisgar-and I say this as much in the
interest of Governor Morris as of any
other person-immediately disclaimed
any intention of attacking in any man-
ner the Lieutenant-Governor of Mani-
toba. He said lie felt that the appoint-
ment of the Governor as a Commis-
sioner in reference to the settiement of
these claims was open to objection,
because he was reputed himself to be
concerned in land speculations. He
did not say he was interested in half-
breed claims or anything of that kind.
I hold the Lieutenant-Governor of Mani-
toba bas a perfect right to speculate in
lands. I hold ho has a perfect right to
buy lands in open market the same as
any other person, or to sell lands: I

do not know of any reason why he
should be deprived of the right. Cor-
tainly there is nothing in the Constitu-
tion which deprives the Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario or the Lieutenant-
Governor of any other part of this
Dominion from exercising the right
of investing his money in such
mode as he wishes. I am quite sure
every hon. gentleman who sits in this.
House and who bas the pleasure of
tho acquaintance of Lieutenant-
Governor Morris, knows he is incapable
of engaging in any transaction that
would touch his personal honour or
would be open to animadversion. But I
did not understand the hon. member for
Lisgar as assailing his character or
imputing anything to him; and I
think it is unfortunate that such a con-
struction should be given to it by any
hon. member of this House; and i
especially regret that the First Minister
should have made the explanation in
the absence of the hon. member for
Lisgar.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I did not know
whether the hon. member for Lisgar
was present or not; but the hon.
gentleman who made the statement
must be supposed to be present. The
statement will be published. I have
nothing to say on the inatter ; simply
to give the telegram as it is received.
I may say, however, that I differ en-
tirely from the hon. gentleman opposite
if be thinks the Lieutenant-Governor
of Manitoba is in precisely the same
condition as the Lieutenant-Governors
of the other Provinces in reference to
speculations in land. I do not think
it would be a proper thing for a gentle-
man in his position to be spceculating
in lands which might be subject to dis-
putes between the two Governments.
If there was any reason at all for the
statement made by the hon. member
for Lisgar, it was to cast discredit
upon the choice of Lieutenant-Governor
Morris as a Commissioner; and I feel
bound not merely to defend Lieutenant-
Governor Morris-which I would be
glad to do at any time,-but I feel
bound to defend bis position as a high
official of the Government; and it was
quite right that the explanation that I
have given from Lieutenant-Governor
Morris himself should be given in the
place where the statement was made..
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Mr. RYAN: I am glad to hear the
Premier make the stateient he has
just made, because it affords me much
satisfaction to know-as in all proba-
bility the hon. gentle nan and his
Governient will have an opportunity
of appointing another Governor-that
,our next Governor will not be likely
to speculate in lands. If the Hon.
Alexander Morris has not engaged in
speculation, and to a very great extent,
certainlyrumour in our Province must
do the hon. gentleman great injustice.
This I can say, without fear of contra-
diction, that in one single transaction
of the Hon. Alexander Morris, in
reference to the Drever Estate, one of
the inost valuable in the City of Win-
nipeg, the Governor not only made a
speculation, but one of the most profit-
able speculations ever made in Winni-
peg. I was also under the impression
that, outside of this speculation in the
Drever Estate, he was a very extensive
speculator in other respects. Of
course, since he has telegraphed to the
Premier that it is not so, I suppose I
must be mistaken; but I would like to
have had a little opportunity of making
some enquiries, because the impression
is very general that Lieutenant-
Governor Morris has speculated in
lands.

THE "NORTIHERN LIGIIT."

EXPLANATION.

Mr. POPE (Queen's, P. E. I.) stated
that his remarks respecting the
steamer "Northern Light " had been
incorrectly reported in the newspapers
-and corrected errors therein.

ANNUITIES TO INDIANS.

QUESTION.

Mr. BORRON enquired whether the
amount of arrears of annuity owing to
the Indians on the North Shores of
Lake Huron and Superior, under what
was known as the " The Robinson
Treaty," had been defin itely ascertained,
and if so, what was the amount thereof.

Mr. MILLS: The amount bas not
yet been definitely ascertained. I can-
not therefore state the amount at
present.

,Mir.. MACKENZIE.

MAIL ON THE LONDON, HURON
AND BRUCE RAILWAY.

QUESTION.

Mr. MACMILLAN asked whether
it was the intention of the Government
to place a mail on the London, Huron
and Bruce Railway the coming spring,
and if not, why not.

MIr. HUNTINGTON: The Goverii-
ment does not intend at present to
place a mail on the London, Huron
and Bruce Railway.

FIREE POSTAL DELIVERY.

QUESTION.

Mr. DESJARDINS asked whether
it was the intention of the Government
to extend the benefit of Free Postal
Delivery at the bouse, of letters and
newspapers directed to persons within
the different Municipalities, situate on
the outskirts of the city of Montreal,
and specially the town of St. Henri,
Ste. Cunégonde, and the villages of
St. Gabriel, St. Jean Baptiste, Côteau
St. Louis, and Hochelaga.

Mr. HUNTINGTON: It is not the
intention of the Government to extend
the Free Postal Delivery within the
Municipalities named.

GODERICH IIARBOUR WORKS.

MOTION FOR PAPERs.

Mr. FARROW moved for all Orders
in Council passed having reference to
the Goderich Harbour Works in 1874,
together with a copy of the notice or
advertisement calling for tenders for
such work; the tenders received in
response, and all reports and corres-
pondence in relation thereto, with the
contract entered into for the perform-
ance of such work.

Motion agreed to.

FORT FRANCIS LOCKS,
CANAL.

OR

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK moved for all
Orders in Council authorizing or relat-
ing to the construction of the Fort
Francis Locks, or Canal; all papers,
correspondence, instructions to Eng'
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neers and reports of Engineers and
others pointing out the advantage to
be gained from this Public Work, and
giving an estimate of its cost and of
the cost of the entire works necessary
to attain the object for which it is
proposed to build the Canal. He said:
I think it but right to give some of
the reasons which induced me to
make this motion. In the report
brought down at the close of the last
fiscal year, it will be observed that a
considerable sum of money bas been
expended on the Fort Francis lock;
and being desirous of ascertaining the
ultimate cost of this work, and the
utility it was designed to accomplish,
1 searched through the different
reports of the Public Works Depart-
ment, and I regret to say that the
re>ult has not been satisfactory. I am
very unwilling to believe that this or
any other public work would be
undertaken by the Minister of Publie
Works without first ascertaining the
cost, and I am equally unwilling to
believe that, having reports and esti-
mates of the work, he would fail to
present them to the Ilouse as the
basis on which he asked for an Esti-
mate. In the Public Works Report of
1875, however, no mention i3 made of
it at all, and, in that of 1876, it is
passed over with the slight remark
that the advisability of construct-
ing a lock 200 feet in length by 40
feet in breadth at this point is under
consideration. This was signed in
December, 1875, and yet we find,
by the report laid upon the table
this year, that this work had actually
been commenced in June, 1875, six
months prior to the date of the report.
I find, further, that the bon. gentle-
man, when speaking of the Pacifie
Railway, in 1875, only alludes to it
incidentally, as a connecting link
in the magnificent water stretches
between Thunder Bay and Fort Garry,
and conjointly with the prophecy the
bon. gentleman deigned to make that
within two, or at the farthest two and
a half years from that time, the ortion
of the Railway from Thunder ay to
Lake Shebandowan, and from Rat
Portage to Fort Garry, with the lock
at Port Francis, would ba completed.
Now two years have elapsed, and what
is the result ? We find that the Rail-

wav from Thunder Bay to Lake
Shebandowan bas Leen abandoned, the
branch deflecting northwards ut about
fifteen miles from ibis Lake, and that,
instead of the lock at Fort Francis
being used in connection with the
Pacific Railway, 1he latter will actually
pass about one hundred miles to the
north of it. Therefore, this work is
not connected with the Pacifie Rail-
way, and, consequently, I think that
the work itself should be abandoned,
because it is unnecessary in that
respect; nor is it necessary as a com-
mercial enterprise,or for the settlement
of the country for very many years to
come. Besides, this lock was actually
commenced without any estimate of
the cost having been made, and I see
in the Public Works Report, just laid
on the table, page 207, that the Engi-
neer, Mr. Baillargé, who was sent up
last September, one year after the work
had been undertaken, states that
$108,000 had been expended on it ;
further, that this lock requires certain
other improvements on the Lake of the
Woods and Rainy Lake to make it of
anyuse. What are these improvements,
and their cost? We are informed that
no definite scheme or estinate can be
submitted in this respect unless certain
necessary levels, soundings, and
measurements are taken along the
entire line of navigation; and we are
to presume that these were never taken.
Is this the wav that the public works
are to be entered upon ? Are we to
be asked to spend and vote money
blindly, in a happy-go-lucky manner?
I find that, up to the end of last year,
$115,000 had been spent on the canal
alone, and further, from the Public
Accounts Report, that, in connection
with this work and the Lake of the
Woods and Rainy River, $113,000 more
have been expended, making a total of
$230,000 in round figures, for whieh no
estimate is to be discovered in the
Publie Works Report. The utility of
the work is also very questionable,
even in relation to the Pacific Railway,
and, as the Thunder Bay Branch, pass-
ing about 100 miles to the north of
Fort Francis, is to be the all-rail route,
I ask for what purpose are we to expend
money in this connection ? The expend-
iture in question is charged tothePacific
Railway, with which it bas no more to
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do than has the Welland Canal. Two
seasons, those of 1875 and 1876, have
moroover been spent on it, and one-
fifth of the work is done. At this rate,
I leave it to hon. members to judge
how long it will take to finish it, with-
out alluding to the improvements
mentioned. Mr. Baillargé states that
the canal can only be used for four or
five months during the year, and are
we to spend an unknown quantity of
money, in order that for a few months
a few barges or tugs may pass through
it? When we are to have an all-rail
route, what is the use of improving
magnificent water stretches in addition.
I think it is time for the Minister of
Public Works to tell us that this work
is to be abandoned, and no further
money spent on it. If the motion is
allowed to pass, it will enable the
House to judge of the ultimate cost of
the undertaking. and the utility which
it is likely to acoomplish.

Mr. MACKENZIE: There is no ob-
jection whatever, Sir, to the motion
of the hon. gentleman, but, before it is
put, allow me to correct some inac-
curacies into which he bhas fallen. He
says, Sir, that I announced to the House
that I would abandon the route by
Lake Shebandowan, but it is not
abandoned. It is deflected, as the hon.
gentleman said, a little to the north in
order to obtain a botter route. It
touches at present west of the Lac des
Mille Lacs, or rather, the, Kaainisti-
quia River, at a navigable point, a
little beyond which the latter fàlls into
the lake. From that point there is
almost continuous navigation with a
few short portages on the way to
Rat Portage, the crossing place of the
Pacific Railway on Winnipeg River,
with only one great obstacle, which
could not be overcome in any other
way than by constructing a lock at
Fort Francis. There are, as I stated
roughly last night, two hundred and
twenty-eight miles under contract be-
tween Lake Superior and Red River,
of which one hundred and sixteen miles
lie at the east end, or westward from
Fort William; at about seventy miles
from thence we reach a point east of
Lac des Mille Lacs,thereby coming into
the best navigable system at a place
much farther west than would have
been obtainable if the first contem-

Mr. KIRaPATRICK.

plated lino had been followed out.
Those who choose to look at the map
will observe that the first lino, which
wo hoped to take, went almost in a
straight lino from Kaministiquia
Bridge to a place called Sturgeon
Falls, this being at the head of a long
arm of Rainy Lake stretching north-
eastward. That route was found to be,
not exactly impracticable, but expen-
sive. The lino, as the hon. gentleman
says, was carried farther to the north-
ward, but two-thirds of that country
perhaps consists of water, and in the
vicinity of Rainy Lake the country to
the north, in particular, is intcrsected
by deep, wido channels, which reach
either the exact vicinity of the railway
or very near it, between Rat Portage.
the crossing of the Winnipeg River,
and the end of the eastern contract, a
distance of one hundred and eightv
miles-what we may call the Contral
District of that region. No matter'
with what speed the road may be pro-
secuted, that part cannot be completed
within four or five years; and in the
meantime, if this lock is finished, as
I am informed it wlll be during tie
coming season, we will be able to
send out steamers to Rat Por-
tage, and to the eastern end of
Rainy Lake during the season
after next, and from that point
to Lac des Mille Lacs is a compara-
tively short distance, so that in a few
years we will be able to avail our-
selves of these most magnificent water
stretches connecting the two points
which the railway would touch cast
and west. The policy of the Gover-
ment from the first was always to have
the railway completed as straight a.
possible, and in the meantime to utilis
any portion of the water communica-
ions which would connect the two points
that might be reached by railway-
years before they could actually le
connected by rail. This is the cause
why it is of the utmost service to the
Government in the construction of the
railway to have the means of passing
through these waters in the Way i
have indicated, especially with regard
to the very heavy and cumbrous car-
riage of rails and materials of that
kind, which are to be taken either
from the west or east. The cost of
the carriage of rails from Duluth tO
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Red River is $15 per ton, three times
the amount of the cost for trans-

orting them from Montreal to
buluth. If the railway is finished to
Lac des Mille Lacs, and if the Govern-
ment, when that time may corne,
should be directly interested in
carrying on the contract over the
intermediate space to which 1 bave
referred, we expect that we could
carry the rails at one-half the present
(ost in consequence of the comple-
tion of that undertaking, as the
transhipment would be very difficult
and expensive over the small portages,
:nd particularly at Fort Franci, while
I believe that to take the material from
Red River eastwards would entail still
more formidable expenditure. I make
these brief explanations in order that
hon. gentlemen may see that we have,
at all events, reasons which were satis-
factory to the Department and to the
(G'overnment, for inducing us to come
to the conclusion to prosecute this work.

Mr. MASSON : The bon. gentleman
says that ho expects the work to be
completed during this season.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I hope so.
Mr. MASSON : Will the hon. gen-

tleman explain the passage in Mr.
Baillargé's report, which states that he
has very considerable plant on hand,
such as steam drills. electric batteries
&c.; also, that the work will be com-
pleted during the next two years,
provided it is carried on successfully
during wintar.

Mr. MACKENZIE : That relates to
the season of 1878.

Mr. MASSON enquired of the Min-
ister of Public Works, whether it
would be alvisable to proceed with
this work, which had already cost over
$100,000, and which would probably
entail an expendituro of from four to
five hundred thousand dollars, as the
Pacifie Railway would pass about one
hundred miles to the nortb of this
point. Was this good policy ? And as
the water communication to be provid-
ed would be completely useless, would
i t not be more advantageous to expend
the money on the Pacifie Railway, be-
Ween Fort William and Red River.
Further, it would probably be more
convenient in the future, if the Gov-

ernment was about to undertake any
work, for them to ask the House for a
vote to meet the necessary outlay, in-
forming the House, moreover, as was
always doue in England under similar
circumstances, what would be the
ultimate cost. It was useless to
husband the resources of this coun-
try if the Government were allowed
to place in the Estirmates sums
that, at first sight, might appear
to be very small, but which would
entail a much larger expenditure dur-
ing future years. The hon. gentleman
should not enter upon any enterprise
-in the objectionable manner, indeed,
that was pursued with respect to the
Military College- without knowing
what would be the ultimate cost. This
precaution which was observed in
ordinary life should with much greater
reason be observed by Ministers of the
Crown.

Mr. TUPPER asked how it was
proposed to utilize that work. Look-
ing at the map furnished, he found that
it was some seventy miles to Fort
Savaune where communication with
the water stretches was available.
This route to Port Savanne over a
length of about twenty-four miles was
now, he believed, laid, and he supposed
that the work was being actively car-
ried forward; at all events, the rails
must be laid to Port Savanne before
the hon. gentleman could utilize
the works at Fort Francis. Then,
looking westward, he found that
the road, according to the statement
of the hon. gentleman, was far
advanced between Red River and
Keewatin, and the latter place, he im-
agined, was in the neighbourhood of
Kat Portage. What he could not
understand was, how they could facili-
tate the construction of the intervening
link with water communication for the
purpose of laying the rails between
Red River and Rat Portage on the one
hand, and Thunder Bay and Port Sa-
vanne on the other hand. As far as he
could see there was no means of touch-
ing the intervening portion by the aid
of water communication.

Mr. MACKENZIE: We believe that
we have the means of touching it. I
said, either the intervening portion,
or parts very near it; that was my
statement.
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Mr. TUPPER: It does not look so
on the map.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I dare say. The
map is on a very smail scale, but [
think that the Engineer's Report will
explain it. The country is ful of
water channels capable of floating
almost any vessel. They are, however,
somewhat crooked, and in all directions
they afiord very great facilities indeed.
Almost in the neighbourhood of Kee-
watin, water communication reaches
in behind to the eastward, an i the
entire country is full of such facilities,
which in the opinion of the Engineers
will be very useful in eonnection with
the construction of these works, and
beyond all question, when the road
is completed to Savanne, it will be

minished independently of the route we
have at present.

Mr. T UPPER asked what amount,
in all probability, would cover the
expenditure, between Port Savanne
and Keewatin.

Mr. MACKENZIE replied that lie
did not anticip4te making any outlay
in this relation.

Mr. TUPPER asked jwhat amount
would be spent at Fort Francis, and
along the water stretches.

Mr. MACKENZIE replied, that ho
did not exactly know what they would
have to expend on the small portages
between Lac des Mille Lacs and
Rainy Lake. He supposed that the
hon. gentleman referred to this
section.

Mr. TUPPER said that he included
the whole of the works at Fort Francis.

Mr. MACKENZIE replied that he
was unable to give the reguired infor-
mation at the present moment. They
had a fair passenger steamer, of about
33 feet beam, on Rainy Lake, and
another large steamer on Lake of the
Woods-which were built before ho
came into office-besides small tugs
and other vessels; and it was of the
utmost importance that these vessels
should have as fro access as possible
to the water communications with
Rainy Lake. His original proposal
was that, when the work in question
was finished, they would be able t
have uninterru)ted navigation to
Keewatin, or that neighbourhood, and

Mr. MACKEE.

the North-West; and, in the meantine,
if necessary, before section 25 should
be finished, to the east end of Rainy
Lake, a cheap tramway should be con-
structed over the other two portages
betweenithat and Lac des Mille Lacs,
He had no doubt whatever that the
outlay in this relation would amply
repay the country both in regard to
the Pacifie Railway as a goneral work.
and otherwise. They had not been
and it was utter nonsense for them to
think of being, able to make full
arrangements for even transporting
passengers over this road, during the
last two years ; and il, was quite evi-
dent that the stream of travel, at
present, ran through the United States,
causing a loss of a greater or less per-
centage to us, both in immigrants and
others, for a number of Mennonites who
were sent over the American route to
the North-West, had been induced by
speculative agents to settle in the
States; and it did seem to him desirable,
as anything could be so, that as soon
as it could be done, at a cost
proportionate to the value of the work.
they should be able to take the streami
of travel to the North-West through
our own territory. He believed that
it was of the last importance with
respect to the construction of the
Pacific Railway to have the North-
West Territories settled, and it was of
the last importance in this connection.
that there should be a road built froi
Lake Superior entirely through our
own country to that section. On these
two suppositions and on this hypothe-
sis had the whole scheme between
Fort William and Red River been
based. He was glad to say that the
labours of last season had produced,
almost over the entire route, a much
easier road than was supposed possible
during this period. There were places
of considerable difficulty both west and
east of Keewatin, but it was not con-
venient that he should then enter on
any longthy explanation in this
respect; therefore, ho would now con-
tent himself with merely giving to
the country, to the hon. gentleman.
and to the House generally, an idea of
the importance that would attach to
the prosecution of this particular work
in eonnection with the Pacitie Railway
Surve.y.
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Mr. MITCHELL said the First
Minister would perhaps recollect that
when the subject of the grants for the
Pacifie Railway and improvements of
the water stretches was being discuss-
ed, he (Mr. Mitchell) asked whether
the crossing at the vicinity of Keewatin
and Rat Portage would be to the north-
wards or southwards of the latter
place. The 'reason why he made the
enquiry was because sone three or
fbur miles of the river there were
unnavigable. le could quite under-
stand that, if the crossing was to the
south of Rat Portage, the improvement
upon the Fort Francis Lock would bc of
great service to navigation. It would
give a stretch of 240 to 230 miles of
river communication, and be of great

iidvnntage to the lumber interests ofthat
';ection lying between Lake Superior
and Lake of thc Woods. le was not
going to take exception to the outlay
whieh was proposed for the purpose of
i mproving the navigation and finishing
that loek; on the contrary, he thought
the work very desirable ; but le quite
agreed with the hon. gentleman
wlho lad made the motion that,

lefore entering into any expenditure,
the Government ought to have had an
estinate, based upon scientific inform-
ation, obtained by practical and compe-
tent engineers, as to the cost of the
work. If the crossing was to the
northwards of Rat Portage, it appeared
"o him that the means of transmitting
heavy goods and property, such as lum-
ber, whieh was the great resouiree of
that section, to the western markets,
would not be good; it would not afford
those advantages wvhich would follow
if the crossing was to the south. Would
the hon. the First Minister state the
position of the crossing.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho was un-
able, on the spur of the moment, to
state precisely the position of the
'rossing. He might remark that the

water stretches were very imperfectly
laid down on the maps. There was a
certain lake north-west of Lake of the
Woods-Mad Lake, or Shore Lake, or
s'ore such name-which stretched a
considerable distance west and a little
north of Rat Portage itself, and the
steamer would reach the vicinity of the
road there further west of Keewatin
than if it vere to cross to the north.

He would look at the procise crossing
as indicated by the completed surveys,
and take an early opportunity of giving
the hon. member for Northumberland,
and the House, the information he
asked.

Mr. MITCHELL said he hoped he
would be given credit for bringing the
matter up simply on public grounds.
It was of the utmost importance to the
people of that section that the railway
should be where steamers could ap-
proach the station.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there vas no
question but that that would be effect-
ed.

In reply to Mr. POPE (Compton),
Mr. iMACKENZIE said that Mr.

Dawson's report stated the length of
ail approaches. They werc very short
-sone about a quarter of a mile.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
if the construction of this lock would
defraved out of the Pacifie grant.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is charged to
the Pacifie Railway appropriation, and
is specified as one of the works to be
done.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said,
although this was a portion of the
water communication for the purpose
of econoinically transporting materials
for the Pacifie Railway, le dQubted
very mueh whether it was constitution
al or legal to pay for that work out of
the appropriation for the Pacifie Rail-
way. This improvement might be
very convenient for the purp>se of
forwarding supplies, inaterials and
other matters for the construction of
the Railway, but it was no more a por
tion of the road than any other canal
or improvement on the route. The-
cost ought not, therefore, to be charged
against the Pacifie Railway fund. It
might be desirable in every respect,
but it was a distinct work. It had no
connection with the railway. As the
hon. the Premier had remnarked, the
wbole chain of water communication
was commenced before the present Ad-
ministration came into power. Some
of the steamers were there before the
hon. gentleman took office. All the
expenditure by the late Government
there was for the improvement of the
Dawson Route. It was going too far
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to spend money appropriated for the
Pacifie Railway on another work which
might assist the building of the road in
-some respects, but was certainly no
portion of it. He referred to that point
because he thought it was of some
importance. Ris hon. friend the first
Minister knew that the practice of
using an appropriation for one specific
purpose for another was long fought
over in England by the different Gov-
.ernments of the day, and Mr. Gladstone
said it was the last thing they had to
conquer in the way of Parliament
gaining complote control over its money
appropriations. In France also the
practice of applying money voted for
one purpose to another was one of the
greatest causes of dissatisfaction during
the reign of the last Emperor. He
spoke in this way because he considered
it a matter of some importance that the
rule should be observed and the Gov-
ernment strictly held to it. He would
ask the hon. Minister of Public Works
if the contract was under tender.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought, thon, that the Government
had committed a breach of the Public
Works Act, which provided that all
publie works should be done by ten-
der except in two cases: one, -great
urgency, and the other, when, in the
opinion of the Government, the work
could be more advantageously perform-
ed by the officers and servants of the
Government. He could quite under-
stand what cases of emergency were.
If the lock of a canal should be out of
repair and impede the whole trade of
the country, that would be a case of
emergency, and the Government would
be warranted in undertaking the work.
But it could not possibly refer to any
large work, because the Government
had not officers and servants enough to
undertake such a work. The other
case was if the work could be done
more economically by those officers
and servants. But those were the only
two cases, as he understood the Public
Works Act, 1867, in which the Gov-
ernment had the power to construct
any public work except by tender.
The clause was as follows:-

" It shall be the duty of the Minister to
iivite tender by public advertisement for the

Sir JoaN A. MACDONALD.

execution of all works, except in cases of
pressing emergency, where delay would be
injurious to the public intereste, or where,from the nature of the work, it could be
more expeditiously and economically exe.
cuted by the officers and servants of thedepartment."

It was a question whether the rails or
other material could be more economi-
cally conveyed by this water route than
by any other. There were a quantity
of rails at Red River, and twenty-
four miles from the Eastern ter-
minus had been constructed; and
it would appear to him that, as
was the case in the building of the
Union Pacifie Railway. The railway
should be its own feder-that the
material should be carried over the
track as the road progressed. That
was the most economical, the cheapest
and the best way of constructing a
railway in a new country. He hoped
that other works in connection with
the road would be undertaken before
the completion of the lock at Fort
Francis. This work would be very
expensive; it would probably cost
$500,000.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Oh, no.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: About
$220,000 has already been expended
on it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
would take two years to finish the
work, and the cost would amount to
over $500,000. ialf a million had
been spent on the work whon the only
argument in its favour was that it
would carry material cheaper, and
give a few emigrants a chance to go
in and settie in the country. They
knew perfectly well that the majority
of emigrants went by Duluth, and that
very few would go by this lino when
it was finished. Besides, in three
years, the whole railway would be
completed from Lake Superior to Red
River, and it was scarcely worth while
to make the improvement in question
for one year's convenience. It would
be of no use whatever except for a few
settlers along what was an exceedingly
broken country-of no service what-
over after the construction of the line
connecting Lake Superior with Red
River.
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. Mr. CURRIER said they had not
yet heard from the hon. Minister of
Public Works how many portages
there were between Fort Francis and
Keewatin.

Mr. MACKENZ[E: I do not think
there are any.

Mr. CURRIER : I mean between
Fort Francis and where the route
touches the end of the railway that
reaches from Fort Garry this way.

Mr. MACKÇENZIE: I do not know
that there are any.

Mr. CURIER: The hon. gentlie-
mn spoke of some portages.

Mr. MACKENZIE : That was be-
tween iRainy Lake anid Lac des Mille
Lacs, the east end.

Mr. CURRIER: Theni how many
are there between Thunder Bay and
Manitoba ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I cannot say.
Mr. Dawson's report will show.

Mr. CURRIER said if there were
many portages the proposed com-
munication would be entircly useless
for the transportation of freight; and
it, therefore, seemed a waste of money
to expend half a million upon that im-
provement, when it could be much bet-
ter expended on the main track.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he wished to point out that the Public
Works Act of 1874 stated distinctly
that each section or sub-section of the
Pacifie Railway should be let by con-
t'act. Now, the improvement under
discussion was either a portion of the
Pacifie R1ailway or it was not. If it
wlas not a portion of the Pacific Rail-
way no part of theappropriation could
be expended on it ; and, if it was a
section of the Pacifie Railway, it
should be offered to public competition.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Not at all.
Mr. CASEY said he understood the

hon. the Minister of Public Works to say
that the route would be used to furnish
lails from Port Savanne to the other
"nd of the road. In that case the ob-
jection of the right hon. member for
i'fgston would be obviated. There
must bo some means of getting the

oails down to Red River.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said

there were rails there now.
13

Mr. MACK ENZIE: Oh no.
MIr. MASSON: Are there not rails

there now?
Mr. IMACKENZ[E : Not for that

pirpose.
Mr. CASEY said heunderstood there

w-ere not sufficient rails at that point
to build the railway between that point
and Red River. To get the rails there
by IDuluth cost $15 per ton, and
he thought the proposed communica-
tion would prove much cheaper.

Mr. MASSONsaid, if rails could be
got to led River at al], thev could
be coniveyed thero for any p1r>ose.

31r. MACKENZIE said the rails
thcre woutld ail be used for that imncdi-
ato vicinity.

Mr. MASSON said the road could be
graded to Fort Garry, and the rails
could be brought as the road was made.
In fact, it was the duty of the Govern-
ment to do this if they wished to save
the money of the country.

Mr. MACKENZIE said in those
natters he generally relied on the

engineers as long as he had confidence
in them, and, when he lost confidence,
he ceased to employ them. In regard
to the expenditure, the amount stated
by the hon. member for Frontenac was
extravagant.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he could
show the very page of the report to
prove that the amount expended was
upwards of $200,000 within the last
two years. With reference to the
excuse of the hon. mnember for West
Elgin in regard to the necessity of com-
pleting that work, he wished to say
that, if the improvement was for bring-
ing up steel rails, they should know it,
and then the cost could be charged to
steel rails, which would make their
cost greater than the present rates.
On page 208 of the Pubdie Works Re-
port the expenditure against the Fort
Francis Canal was :

During the Fiscal Year
1874-75 .......... $7,411 91

During the Fiscal Year
1875-76................ 67,142 35

From lst July to 2Oth
December, 1876....... 34,119 98

Total............ $108,674 24
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On turning to the Publie Accounts
for 1876, ho found that the expenditure
during the fiscal year of 1875-76, was
given as $76,529.34. The following
items also appeared on page 250 :-Lake
of the Woods and Rainy River, paid
Sifton, Ward & Co., $113,055.75; Fort
William to Shebandowan, $179,804.15.
If $113,000 were added to $115,000 it
would make very nearly $239,000.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they had no
works under contract there.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: What is that
work, then ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said the payment
was to the contractors who were build-
ing a road from Fort William west-
ward. le was notresponsible for any
particular words that might be used.
But the figures quoted were of no ac-
count, for not a dollar of the amount
had been spent on the locks at Fort
Francis. The expenditure to this
date, as stated at page 208 of the Pub-
lie Works Report, was $108,674.24.
But a considerable portion of that sum
was for supplies for the Canadian Pacific
Railway survey and plant, and the
actual expenditure was somewhere
about $90,000. Even a large portion
of the latter sum was for the transpor-
tation of engineers and their assistants
going to the various points of the
Pacifie Railway. The expense of the
work altogether would not be much
over one-third of the amount the hon.
member for Frontenac had îtated. He
would bring down the papers as soon
as possible.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said ho was
referring to the hon. gentleman's own
report which put under the head of
Lake of the Woods and Rainy River an
expenditure of $113,000.

Mr. MACKENZIE: That is not my
report.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said it was in
the Publie Accounts. He found that,
for the Railway from Fort William to
Shebandowan, Sifton, Ward & Co.,
received $141,000. Thorefore, it was
a distinct contract, entered twice in
the same way for the improvements.
HIad those contractors any connection
with those improvements?

Mr. MACKENZIE: No.
Mr. KIRKPATRICK.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: Have Sifton,
Ward & Co. any contract in connec.
tion with the improvements on Rainy
River?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I know of no
contract.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said of course
ho would have to go to the Public
Accounts Committee to find out. He
was not able at the present moment to
combat that answer. He hoped, before
the Government reached that item in
Supply, the First Minister would con-
sider the advisabilityof discontinuing
the work, because it was next to im-
possible to have it completed much
before the completion of the railroad
to Fort Garry, and whon that was
fnished the work would be useless. It
was impossible to increase the number
of men employed. They had to work
on a space of 200 feet solid granite,
and the force could not be increased to
hurry on the work. The engineer
reported that it would be two years
from last December before most of it
could bo completed. It would, there-
fore only be in use one year before the
completion of the branch railway.

Mr. BORRON said in bis opinion
the construction of the locks at Fort
Francis were justifiable on the ground
both of urgency and true economy.
It was a matter of the greatest import-
ance to a large number of his con-
stituents, to the settlers at Red River,
and to the people of the Dminion
generally, that the railway from
Thunder Bay to Red River should be
completed as speedily as possible. To
do that, the line must be divided into a
number of sections, to be placed under
construction at one and the same timo.
Provisions and clothing for the work-
men employed and tools and materials
for the work must be moved to the
ground. The idea that operatiolS
need only be carried forward at the
two extremities of the lino, completing
the track and taking the necessarY
supplies along it as the work proceeded,
seemed to him quite incompatible with
the completion of that important sec-
tion of the Pacifie Railway. That was
evident when they considered how
long it had taken to build the Inter-
colonial Railway, although work was
carried on upon fifteen or more sections
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,f that line simultaneously. He was
convinced that the only practicable
mode of transporting supplies to the
various points between Savanne Port-
age and Rat Portage, when such might
be required, was to take advantage of
the water navigation afforded by what
was known as the Dawson route, and
of the navigable lakes and rivers it
intersected or approached, and forming
depôts as near the line itself as possible.
It was truc, as was stated by the hon.
member for Frontenac,that Fort Francis
itself might be nearly 100 miles distant
from the line of the railway as now
located, but that was about the most
distant point on the whole route. He
believed that between Fort Francis and
Savanne Portage, and between Fort
Franeis and Rat Portage, various
points could be found for the establish-
ment of depôts very much nearer to
the railway line than Fort Francis
itself. To those points he was of
opinion supplies should be conveyed
during the summer season, and during
the winter, when the ground was cov-
*ered with snow and the smaller lakes
frozen, it would be possible to haul the
supplies to the more important points
on the line, in the same manner as the
lumbermen moved supplies to the
shanîties in many parts of the country.
The completion of the locks at Fort
Francis would greatly facilitate the
t ansportation of the necessary sup-
plies for the railway, whether coming
from the Savanne Portage end or from
the Rat Portage, and as might be most
advantageous. In bis opinion, there-
fore, the construction of the locks at
Fort Francis was quite justifiable, as
contributing to the speedy and econo-
nlical construction of the railway from
Thunder Bay to Red River.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said many
hon. members had overlooked alto-
gether the fact that, before rails could
be carried from Fort Garry to Lake of
the Woods or the interior, they must
first be brought to Fort Garry. The
hon. the Minister of PublieWorks said it
cost $15 per ton to bring them from
Duluth to Fort Garry. If, on the other
hand, they could be brought by theDawson Road, and this $15 per ton
could be saved and devoted to the cost
of nmaking the road, it would surely be
a gain to the country. But, apart from

the economy of carrying the rails by
that route, he viewed it as a matter of
the greatest importance that there
should be a suitable communication
between the eastern part of Canada
and Manitoba as soon as possible. The
Minister of Public Works had said that
in passing through the United States, a
certain number of the Mennonites who
were going into Manitoba had been
induced to settle in the United States.
He was sorry to say that this was not
confined to Mennonites alone. He
had seen large numbers of men from
Ontario,who intended to settle in Mani-
toba, who had, through the represen-
tations made to them while en route by
way of the United States, taken farms
south of the line. It was, there-
fore, most desirable that settlers
going into Manitoba should not be sub-
jected to inducements thrown in
their way by Americans. It was
surely of some importance that
there should be uninterrupted water
communication for 250 miles ;
and they all knew that, notwithstand-
ing they might have railroads in a
comparatively short time, in three,
four or five years, nevertheless water
communication, if uninterrupted, was
less expensive. The water stretches, for
a distance of 250 miles, might be made
available for steamers. He, therefore,
thought that, instead of cavilling at
the manner in which instructions had
been given, hon. members should join
in the desire to have the work carried
out as rapidly as possible.

Mr. HAGGART said he had made
enquiries this year as to the necessity
of constructing the works at Fort
Francis Lock. So far as he learned, it
would not be of any use to bring rails
to that section of the country, as the
line would be constructed that distance
bofore the locks could be utilized. It
was a matter of curiosity to people
there as to the purpose for which the
locks were being built, there being no
necessity for them whatever. He did
not believe there would be a single rail
sent up that way.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) said, in some
of the arguments used in referense to
building the locks, it was stated they
would cause a great saving in the con-
struction of the western part of the
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road. He, however, understood that
the cost of constructing the canal, with
the improvements said to be necessary
at Fort Francis, would be 8500,000,
and this was more than sufficient to
la'y 350 miles of rails, including the
cost of bringing them fron Duluth
to Red River.

Mr. TROW said, if even the railway
was completed, he would advocate the
construction of the locks. There was
a large tract of arable land ranging
along the river and the borders of the
Lake of the Woods. Some was already
taken up, and had been opened to
immigration. There was a continuous
stretch of water communication from
Rat Portage to Kettle Falls, probably
a distance of 250 miles, and the only
obstruction was at Fort Francis. The
lock was highly essential-just as
essential as the locks on the St Law-
rence, in time at least. He hoped to
see the day when that part of the
country would have water communica-
tion about as important as on the St.
Lawrence and Niagara Rivers.

Motion agreed to.

THE NORTHERN RAILWAY
COMMISSION.

PROPOSED MOTION FOR INSTRUCTIONS.

Mr. ROBINSON, in the absence of
of Mr. OLIVER, proposed to move for
a return of instructions given to the
Commission to investigate into the
affairs of the Northern Railway. He
said he had not consulted the hon.
gentleman, and had not his permission
to make the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER said in that case the
hon. gentleman could not move it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. member for West Toronto
eould give the necessary notice himself.

THE CIVIL SERVICE.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Mr.CASEY, in submitting a motion in
reference to the Civil Service, said there
was comparatively little known of the
subject, in consequence of which, per-
haps, but little interest was felt in it.
Every member of the House would
admit that the management of our

Mr. WrTE.

Civil Service was a question of
the highest importance, and that, in
carrying out the directions of the
House, civil servants had as much to
do with legislation as the members
themselves. This was especially true
in such branches of the public service
as the collection of revenue, and the
inspection of weights and measures.

*Civil servants, in such cases, liad it
within their power to nake the
operation of the laws much easier
or much more annoying to the
public, according to their efficieney
or inefficiency. In other respects, also,
in regard to the Pacific surveys and
the superintendence of public works,
a great deal lay in their power. There
had been statements before the Publie
Accounts Committee and the House
showing the great losses which had
resulted, not from their inefficiencv
only, but from a lack of proper super-
intendence in carrying out plans made
by engineers. In fact, there had been
circumstances where direct collusion
appeared to had existed between
superintendents of public works and the
contractors. He thought the Execu-
tive function of the Government was
as important as the action of the mem-
bers of the House. He might draw
attention to the elaborate annual
report of the English Civil Service
Commissioners. It showed, in detail
besides the general report of the work,
the system of Orders in Council under
which the Service was conducted;
statements of the regulations of the
Service, including the limit of age.
&c.; full returns of the examina-
tions, with the papers set in each
competition, statistical tables, the
list of candidates passed, &c. Besides
this, there was a full discussion of pro-
posed changes and the working of the
Service generally. In short, the
report furnished the public with a
complete means of watching the opera-
tions of the system and of deciding on
the propriety of proposed changes. Ie
thought we should have something 1
the sort here. He asked for the returns
named in his motion partly as a basis
for future reports. He would state
briefly what he asked for. The
return would give them infor-
mation as to the number ci
the civil servants; the total cost
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to the country, by the year;
the average salaries in each depart-
ment; the mode of appointment; the
qualifications required; the means
taken to test these qualifications; the
age of entering the service; the
average length of service; and the
regulations of the service. Besides
forming the basis for future detailed
reports on the Civil Service, he intend-
ed to make the papers a basis for some
action to be taken by the flouse this
Session. He hoped to bring a resolu-
tion before the flouse, or to submit it
to a Committee, embodying a scheme
for remedying certain defects in the
plan of making appointments and the
general management of that Service.
Hle did not consider it proper to dis-
euss the question at length until the
required information was before the
House. He moved for a Return of
both the inside and outside Divisions
of the Civil Service, by Departments,
showing:-

A.-lst. Number of Employés in each
division and in the whole service, arranged
according to classes in both divisions, where
practicable, or according to grades of Office
in outside service where no other classifica-
,ion has been established, giving the number
n each class or grade.

2nd. Total salary paid in each division and
in the whole service during financial year,
showing also

(a) Total paid in eaci class or grade
iuring current year.
(6) Maximum, minimum and average sal-

aries payable in each class or grade, with
statement of annual increments or bonuses
allowed, and hours of work.

3rd. Maximum, minimum and average age
of Employés in each class or grade of both
dIi5Qons; shewinc also,

(a) Nuinber of Èmploés in each class or
rrade-

Over 18 and under 20 years of age.
" 20 '- 25
c25 " 30

" 30 "e 40
S40 c 50

" 50 " 60
" 60 " 70

(t) Average age of Employés at time of
appointment in each class or grade of both

divisione, and in whole service.
(c) Average age of retirement from service

since Confederation.
B.-lt. Number in each class or grade,

and total who entered eervice before the
establishment of Civil Service examinations.

2nd. Number appointed tg each class or
grade in both divisions, in each year since

Conlederation, and totals for the whole period
by classes and Department, aud in whole
service.

(a) As possessing special qualifications,
but who were subnitted to no general or
special examinations to test such qualifica-
tions.

(b) Not on the ground of special qualifica-
tions, but who were submitted to no general
or special examination.

(c) After undergoin a general or special
examination, noting which clase of examina-
tions has been submitted to, and distinguish-
ing the number who passed from the number
who failed to pass, but were nevertheless
appointed or continued in appointments, and
also the number examined and rejected.

(d) Number of cases in which exanination
preceded appointment and vice versa.

C.-st. Regulations respecting ordinary
and special examinations and appointments
made under the systein of examinations.

2nd. Such other regulations for the ian-
agement of the service as are not established
by Statute.

3rd. Copies of uestions used at last
general and special examinations, prior to
Ist January, 1877, with statementof what
degree of proficiency was required of rcandi-
dates.

4th. List ofsuccessful candidates, showing
percentage of marks obtained.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
the information sought for was scarcely
worth the expense which would have
to be incurred in procuring it, except
in reference to the object of the hon.
gentleman from West Elgin; and he
was afraid he could not use the infor-
mation to any purpose. le should
like to know whether the hon. gentle-
man consulted the Administration of
the day respecting it. The object for
which the hon. member said lie was
making his present motion would, if
carried out by him, be a decided vote
of want of confidence. If there was
one thing more than another which
belonged to the Government it was
the mode of appointing and selocting
the civil servants, with the disnissals,
suspensions and compensations, and the
framing of regulations with respect to
the same. If the House appointed a
Committee, and this Committee was
requested by the Government to assist
them in improving the system of civil
service, then the motion of the hon.
member might come before the Com-
mittee. But, as it was, a motion em-
bodying the object proposed would be
taking out of the hands of the Admin-
istration work which cloarly belonged
to thern ; and it would be a vote of
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want of confidence in the Governmont
system. As to the English re-
port on the Civil Service,
the evidence was taken by
Royal Commission, issued for the
purpose of assisting the Crown. It
was an act of the Crown by re sponsible
officers, and there was no intention cf
taking the public business out of the
hands of the Ministers. H1e did not
think the hon. member intended to
take public business out of the hands
of the Aministration.

Mr. CASEY said ho had no intention
of taking legislation on this subject out
of the hands of the Government. lHe
was aware no Committee could be
formed without the consent of the
Government. He had made a motion
as to the Civil Service two years ago,
without objection being made, and he
did not think he was violating any
precedent in repeating the same course.
His Committee would merely collect
information and make recommenda-
tions to the louse. He left it to the
Government to consider whether this
was a vote of want of confidence or
not. In case they did, of course it would
have to go to the wall.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) said
ho thought such action ought to be
taken as might be found necessary to
bring the Civil Service into such a
state of efficiency as they would like it
to attain. As he understood it, the
mover had no objection to the present
system in itself, but he merely
wished to propose means whereby it
might be still further improved.
He had no doubt that the members
of the Government themselves
felt it very difficult on many occasions
to deal with the question of supplying
such vacancies as occurred in the vari-
ous departments. They all knew that,
in this country, no matter what Gov-
ernment was in power, the patronage,
unless there was some special objection,
rested with their supporters. They all
knew also that although many mon
were very well able to discharge the
duties of the office which they sought,
yet in the majority of cases i he appli-
cants for office were such persons as
could not succeed in the world, through
their want of those very qualifications
which would make them useful if they

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

Surveys

wore appointed to office under the Gov.
ernment. He thought it would be of
the groatest advantage indeed to have
such examinations as would secure, at
any rate in the persons who would
obtain the offices, literary qualifica-
tions. He did not mean to say these
were the only qualifications that were
required, but at the same time they
were usually the evidence of industry
and energy on the part of persons who
possessed them; and it was altogether
likely that the same energy and indus-
try which caused these persons to
attain these qualifications would still
continue when they were discharg-
ing the duties of the office
which might fall to their lot.
He thought, however, that there was
one omission in the motion, and that
was the want of reference to
the sex now performing but a small
portion of the Government work. He
thought that very much of the work
done in Departments might be per-
formed by women as efficiently as it
could be performed by men. This
would relieve many women from dis-
tress. He trusted that the Government
would give attention to this matter.

Motion agreed to.

RIVER SYDENHAM SURVEYS.
MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Mr. STEPHENSON moved for Re-
turns in detail of all expenses incurred
and moneys expended in the payment
of Engineers, Surveyors, &c., for ser-
vices rendored, as well as for horse
hire, etc., in connection with the sur-
veys of the North Branch of the River
Sydenham from the forks at Wallace-
burgh to the Village of Wilkesport, inl
the year 1876. He explained that a
very large trade existed in the town,
village and municipalities in question.
The Customs' returns for the year 1874
amounted to $5,000 ; for 1875,to nearly
$4,000, and for 1876 to about $3,000-
some $11,000 in all. It was stated
that the improvements on the river
had cost some $40,000, but he found
from the Returns brought down by the
Minister of Public Works, that the
expenditures made, including moneY
spent in this relation by the late Ad
ministration, amounted in reality to
about $8,000.

Motion aqreed to.
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VITAL STATISTICS.

MOTION FOR SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mr. BROUSE moved for a Select
Committeo to examine and report
upon the subject of Vital Statisties
and public health with power to sond
for persons and papers. He said
this was a question of very great
importance, in which they were all
deeply interested. It alike concerned
the physician, the scholar, the divine,
and the statesman. Public hygiene
was a large and comprehensive sub-
ject, and it was more-it was a
science. It would be within the recol-
lection of hon. members that, on two
previous occasions, he had brought
the matter before the House. The
most enlightened countries had logis-
lated in this connection, and the
results were both remarkably encour-
aging and cheering. The State of
Massachusetts, through this means,
had during the past eight years re
duced their death rate fifteen per
cent., while the reduction in Michigan,
owing to sanitary legislation,amounted,
during the past six years, to 16
per cent., and other States had fol-
lowed the example thus set them.
An effort was now being made at
Washington to secure legislation in
this regard for the entire States.
France in 1842 passed a health bill, and
the rate in 1862 was reduced from 1
in 36-the figures of 1842-to l in 39;
and during the next decade to lin 47,
showmg a decrease of nearly 33 per
cent. AÂustria and Russia had taken a
deep interest in this important matter,
but Germany was now :aking the lead,
possessing not only health officers in
the different provinces, but also an
Imperial Board of Health at the
capital, to which the other Boards
were compelled to send returns. Dur.
ing the last forty years, England had
passed no less than fifty Public Health
Acts and the results were most extraor-
dinary. In Edinburgh, the death rate
had been reduced. from 38 to 26 per
thousind, and in London from 40 to 20.
Dr. Guy, the eminent health officer of
England, had stated that out of 36,000
deaths from consumption alone, in that
country, contracted in workshops,5,000 were preventible by a propor
regard for sanitary measures. Dr.

Aiken, another eminent physician, had
shown that the death rate had decreased
owing to sanitary legislation, an aver-
age of 30 per cent. In Brighton, the
rate had been decreased from 23 to 18
per thousand, the diminution of deaths
from typhoid fever having been 63,
and from consumption 20 per cent. In
Newport, the rate had been lowered
from 31 to 21 per thousand, the de-
crease touching typhoid fever having
been 36, and for consumption, 32 per
cent. In Salisbury, the rate had been
lowered from 27 to 21 per thousand,
the diminution in the number of deaths
from typhoid fever having been 75,
and from consumption, 45 per cent.,
Dr. Buchanan also showed that the
rate in 25 cities had been decreased
respectively from 20 to 38 per cent.
We were equally interested in a matter
of such importance, and he would con-
sider the subject under three heads.
Dr. Guy had informed the Govern-
ment of England that one-third of its
present death rate was preventible.
In what condition, then, were we
placed ? The rate in Canada, as far as
could be ascertained, averaged about
25 per thousand. Our population was
four millions, and the consequent loss
by death was about 100,000 per annum;
and, if Dr. Guy's theory was
correct, this number could be roduced
by 33,000 per year. However, to
bring the matter fairly before the
House, he would reduce these figures
to 20,000, representing lives which
could be annually saved in this coun-
try. In France, it was estimated that
the days of sickness averaged cight
days per inhabitant; and, among four
millions of population, there would
consequently b 32,000,000 days of
sickness, representing ten millions of
days which might be prevented by
the adoption of proper sanitary mea-
sures. For every death, it was
estimated that there were 20 severe
cases of sickness, and consequently
400,000 severe cases of sickness were
preventible. Ton million working
days were y'e-rv lost to the country,
and, at the rate of half a dollar per day,
this reprosented a loss of $5,000,000.
A life was calculated to b worth
$1,000 to a country, and, if we lost
20,000 inhabitants annually. at a valua-
tion of $500 each, we lost yearly
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$10,000,000 ; and if the tive millions,
of which the courtry was deprived
through the loss of laboîur were added,
this made a total annual loss of
$15,000,000. It was also to be remem-
bered that a large amourt of crime,
poverty and degradation followed in
the wake of sickness. H1e regretted
that this subject had not been consider-
ed in the Speech from the Thrine. At
the last meeting of the Medical Council
in Toronto, last spring, a resglution
was passed asking the Governnent to
introduce such legislation; and, at the
meeting of the Dominion Medical
Association, a similar resolution was
adopted ; while recently, at Philadel-
phia, a congress of physicians, includ-
ing the most eminent men from every
part of the world, had,he believed, made
a similar recommendation to both the
American and Canadian Governinents.
He understood that it was not the in-
tention to send for persons in connec-
tion with this motion. He moved

"iThat a Select Committee be appointed,
composed of Messrs. Brouse, Holton, Tupper,
Blanchet, Pope (Compton), Dymond, Land-
erkin, Forbes, Christie and Kerr,to examine
and report upon the subject of Vital Statistics
and Pu-lic Health, with power to send tor
persans and papers."

Mr. TUPPER said ho fully concur-
red in the statement of the hon. mem-
ber for South Grenville that this
question was one of very great import-
ance, and one very well deserving of
the attention of the Government and of
the House. He had entertained the
hope, from a statement made by the
First Minister on a former occasion,
that this matter had received, and was
receiving the careful consideration
of the Administration. The ques-
tion of statisties, whether vital
or otherwise, under the Union
Act, had been placed exclusive-
ly within the control of the Dominion
Parliamont, and the attention which
had been given to the subject by the
local Government of Ontario lie held
was entirelv unconstitutional. No
branch of st~atistics could be compared
in point of importance with vital stat-
istics. In Nova Scotia the Govern-
ment had legislated in this regard, to
the very great satisfaction of the coun-
try ; the system adoptod was not ex-

Mr. BRoUSE.

pensive, anda large amount of valuable
information had been obtained. When
the Union Act came into force, this
Department passed into the hands of
the General Government, and was con-
tinued down to the prosent year. He
noticed, however, that in the Estimates
just submitted no provision lad been
made for this purpose. He felt no
hesitation in saying that this fact
would croate great regret nnd annoy-
ance in Nova Scotia. It was a retro-
grade stop. Nova Scotia was the only
Province in the Dominion which had
donc anything in this relation, and he
thought that the hon.the First Minister,
would have botter discharged his duty
towards the people of this country if
he had matured a scheme for making
the system general. le could not
say that the late Government were
free from blame touching this matter,
but they had left behind them much
information concerning the subject,
and had taken a long stride in the direc-
tion of the preparation of a measure
having for its object the establishment
of a system of statistics for the whole
Dominion. He trusted that the Gov-
ernment would give countenance and
support to the recommendation of the
hon. member for South Grenville, and
mature such a measure as would be
acceptable to the House.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he differed
entirely with the hon. member for
Cumberland, in his interpretation of
the constitutionality of the Act.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD read
the 95th clause of the British North
American Act, as follows :-

" In each Province the Legislature may
make laws in relation to agriculture in the
Province, and to immigration into the Pro-
vince; and it is hereby declared that the
Parliament of Canada may fron time tO
time make laws ia relation to agriculture in
all or any of the Provinces ; and any law
of the legislature of a Province, relative to
aoriculture or to immigration shall have
eÎ'ect in and for the Provmee as long as, and
aq faronly as it is notrepugenant to any Act
of the Parliament of Canada.

Mr. MACKENZIE said immigration
was not in the list of subjects in the
schedules. Ie was quite certain that
he was right in saying that the matter
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of public health was not within their
cognizance.

Mr. TUPPER: " Statistics."

Mr. MACKENZIE said that clearly
referred to statistics of a general
character and not to those having
reference to a question of public health.
The question of quarantine came under
their control, and they werc bound to
and did attend to it. But the matter
of public health was one of personal
and civil rights, and one within the
cognizance and management exclusive-
iy of the Local Legislatures. He had
no doubt that, under the phrase
" statistics," they might possibly go a
certain length, but they could not
enforce provisions that the Local
Legislatures could enforce. For in-
stance, they had been asked to take
cognizance of the drainage of the city
of Montreal, Io take cognizance of gas
escapes, and impure water, and matters
of that sort ; but they had been obliged
to point out to the citizens that this
was wholly beyond their jurisdiction.
With regard to vital statistics, the hon.
member for South Grenville had said
that the Province of Ontario had given
a little attention to the subject; he
thought the Province had given much
attention to it. It was true the sys-
tem in Ontario was not so perfect as
that in England owing to the diffi-
culty in initiating measures in a new
country which required the close
attention of the public; but still the
municipal divisions had been essen-
tially useful, and the municipal officers
had been made useful in gathering the
statistics of births, marriages and
deaths, which had been reasonably
perfect. He admitted all the import-
ance that the hon. member for South
Grenville attauhed to this subject; he
vas earnestly anxious and desirous
of doing everything that he could fairly
and reasonably could be expected to
do to promote the end the hon. gentle-
man had in view, and whatever might
be of their powers. their opinion and
the expediency at the present time of
organizing an expensive system, they
would, at all events, be glad to consider
anything brought before the House by
the Committee in the most favorable
light that could be attached to it.

Motion agreed to.

POSTMASTERSHIP OF PORT
HOPE.

QUESTION AND REMARKS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI) called
the attention of the hon. Premier to a
statement that had appeared in the
public prints to the effect that the lion.
member for East Durham had been
appointed Postmaster for Port Hope.
One paper stated that the writ was
actually issued, and ho asked whether
such was the fact.

Mr. MACKENZIE :I have not
heard of it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is a very Jesuitical answer.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I call the hon.
gentleman to order.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I did
not say it was wrong Io give a Jesuitical
answer. The Jesuits are a most re-
spectable body of men.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Will the lion.
gentleman tell what he meant by the
word?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
asked if the rumour was truc that the
writ was out, and the hon. Premier
said he had not heard of it.

Mr. MACKENZIE: How is that
Jesuitical ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: My
hon. friend might have asked the hon.
Minister of Justice at once to have
given an answer.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I suppose lie
would have been able to answer
it. I will merely say there is no truth
whatever in the statement referred to,
nor was the appointment ever intended,
asked, or suggestod.

Mr. SPEAKER said the adjective
Jesuitical could not possibly be offen-
sive.

House adjourned at
Six o'clock.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 22nd Feb., 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Ihree
o'clock.

MR. JUSTICE LORANGER.

MOTION FOR REFERENCE.

Mr. HOLTON moved:
" That the Return to Address of the 15th

instant, for copies of the petitions of T. D.
Latour and others, dated the 5th June, 1874,
and the 2nd November, 1875, presented to
the Government concerning the Hon. Mr.
Justice Loranger, and all correspondence
relating thereto,' be referred to the Special
Committee to enquire into the administration
of justice in tthe District of Richelieu, in the
Proviac3 of Quebec."

Motion agreed to.

THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

MOTION FOR REFERENCE.

Mr. YOUNG moved :
" That the Public Accounts for the fiscal

year ended the 30th June. 1876, be referred
to the Select Standing Comnittee on Pub.
lic Accounts; as aiso the supplementary
statement of income and expenditure during
the current year."

Motion agreed to.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were introduced
and read thefßrst tine:

Bill (No. 25) To amend the Act incor-
porating the Canada Atlantic Cable
Company.-(Mr. Thompson, Welland).

Bill (No. 26) To vest the property and
powers of the Pickering Harbour and
and Road Joint Stock Company, in
Joseph Harris McClellan.-(Mir. Gibbs,
South Ontario.)

Bill (No. 27) To amend the Act re-
specting Offences against the Person.---
(Mir. Blake.)

WELLAND CANAL.
QUESTION.

Ir. NORRIS asked whether the
Government had placed any sum in the
Estimates for the purpose of construct-
ing a double track bridge across the
Canal at the foot of St. Paul Street, in
the city of St. Catharines.

Mr. SPEAKER.

Mr. MACKENZIE: In the Estimates
the sum of $70,000 has been placed,
$50,000 for ordinary repairs, and
$20,000 for extraordinary repairs.
Part of this is intended to provide for
the building of some bridges, but I am
not quite certain whether any portion
will be devoted to the purpose in
question until I have received another
report from the Engineer of the Publie
Works Department, who has gone up
to the Canal to look into the matter.

CANAL TOLLS.

QUESTION.

Mr. CHEVAL asked whether itwas
the intention of the Government to
provide in the Estimates a sum suffi-
cient to indemnify owners of steam
vessels when they should have paid a
suni of over one hundred dollars for
canal tolls, which they would not have
been compelled to pay, but for the ex-
istence of an unjust and arbitrary law,
whereby in the case of two steani ves-
sels of the same tonnage, the one paid
but thirty-eight dollars while the other
paid two hundred and forty dollars.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): The
Government do not intend to put in
the Estimates any sum for the purpose
of reimbursing persons who have made
payments in the manner of which ny
hon. friend speaks. I may say that it
is under the consideration of the Gov-
ern ment to provide means and mea-
sures for remedying the injustice coi-
plained of with regard to the difference
made in the toll arising out of the dit-
forent measurerments of ships.

I.NIIGRANT SIIEDS.

QUESTION.

Mr. GILLIES asked whether it w:as
the intention of the Government at an
early date to erect emigrant sheds at
Southampton to meet the necessities
of the anticipated large emigration to
Manitoba and the North-West that was
expected to pass by that route during
the ensuing season.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is not the
intention of the Goverrnment to erest
an emigrant shed at SouthamptOfn
for the mere purpose of affording
temporary shelter to passengers travek
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ling westward. Such a course would
involve expenditures at least at six
different points. It is supposed that
the abundant passenger accommodation
provided in these localities will suffice,
and I am sure that Southampton will
not be behind any other place.

PROCEDURE IN CRIMINAL
CASES BILL.-[BILL No. 3.]

(Mr. Irving.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. IRVING moved the second
reading of the Bill respecting proce-
dure and evidence in criminal cases.
He said that branches of law con-
nected with the practice of criminal
law, which had not as yet been intro-
duced into this country, had existed
for some time in England. being well
settled by Imperial legislation. The
first branch of the Bill introduced re-
lated to the extension of the Act ordi-
narily known as intended to prevent
vexatious indictments. Some years
ago it was found necessary to restrict
the power of Grand Juries
in finding bills of indictment con-
cerning matters relating to the
obtaining of goods under false
pretences, to perjury, to a cer-
tain class of assaults, and one or
two offences of that character, in
which it was found to be too much the
habit of parties, irresponsible as it
were, to go before a Grand Jury and
give information, thereby incurring
the expense as well as the odium of
criminal prosecutions, which probably
would not have been instituted, had
the proceedings been primarily
taken before the ordinary Justices of
the Peace of the country; and practice
showed that this related to this incon-
venience :---that, when a Justice of the
Peace framed his orders for a commit-
ment and declared that a prosecution
should be instituted, he was apt to
describe but one offence, and that
when subsequently the evidence came
to be examined by the proper law
officers of the Crown, it was discovered
that the evidence in question would
have justified some other class of
offence, as a different number of counts
or descriptions of the offence, differing
from that which had occurred to the

mind of the Justice of the Peace ; and
in such cases, there had resulted the
inconvenience of acquittals being
obtained, and sometimes of motions to
get an arrest of judgment, which had
tended to quash convictions, after they
had been secured. This enactment
was intended to remedy this
inconvenience, leading practically
to the introduction of the
English practice on the subject, and
allowing a variety of counts or charges
to be made, provided that the same
evidence was given, which was laid
before the Justices in the first instance,
subject always to the opinion of the
Court that such was a proper course
to pursue. Then, there was a slight
extension, which be believed was not
in the Imperial Act, and this was to
make the same precautions applicable
to offences respecting nuisances.
Many indictments for nuisance had
been preferred, which would not have
been desirable had the information
been taken in the first instance
before a Justice of the Peace, or a
Police Magistrate. Another branch of
the law relating to this Bill was a
matter of evidence, and this was very
important. It had been found that,
when a man or a prisoner stood
indicted for having received stolen
goods, on his premises were discovered
not only the particular goods that
might be in question, but also other
stolen property, belongirg to a variety
of different persons. As a matter of
fact in the administration of justice,
the law of evidence did not permit the
Crown to admit testimony showing
that these other goods were in
the prisoner's possession, and thus
proving guilty knowledge on the part
ofthe accused. The law prevailed in
England in this state until about five or
six years ago, when it was changed,
and this legislation he had also copied.
Ie believed that this would be of such
use to the Province, that no difficulty
would be experienced in obtaining the
assent of the House to the reference of
the Bill to a Committee.

Bill read the second time.
Mr. IRVING mioved :
" That the bill be referred to a Special

Committee, consisting of Messrs. Mousseau,
Laurier, Cameron, Appleby, Guthrie,
Brooks, McIsaac, McCarthy and the mover."
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Mr. BLAKE: There is no objection
to the second reading,and no objection to
the Bill. I observe that my hon. friend
has pointed out the subjects proposed
for the consideration of the louse; but
it will be for the Committee no doubt
to take up and specially to
consider the new proposais, and the
applications of the restricting pro-
visions to which the hon. gen-
tleman bas referred with regard
to cases of nuisance. I am sure
that we are aware of such cases of
vexatious prosecution for nuisance
having existed. It will b necessary,
however, for the Committee to con-
sider whether their occurrence is of
sufficient frequency to justify restrict-
ing provisions. The only other altera-
tion which the hon. gentleman pro-
poses that is not already contained in
the pages of the Statute Book is this:
he applies the first section to the
provisions of section 29 of our Act,
whereas it lias been applied only to
the corresponding sections or section 28
of the Eiglish Act. I do not myself
perceive any material difference or any
objection to the course which the
hon. gentleman proposes to pursue in
that particular, and the amendments
appear to be such as to deserve the con-
sideration and attention of the House.

Motion agreed to.

LENDING AND INVESTING IN-
STITUTIONS BILL.-[BILL No. 4.]

(Air. Blain.)

SECOND READING PROPOSED.

Order for the Second Reading of the
Bill to repeal the Act 37 Victoria,
Chapter 49, intituled, "An Act to
authorize Corporations and Institutions
incorporated without the limits of
Canada, to lend and invest moneys
therein," read.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that, as
the Bill would affect a measure with
which the Government was about to
deal, it would possibly be as well for
his hon. friend ta lot the matter stand
until ho (Mr. Cartwright) introduced
the Bill of wbich ho had given notice,
respecting the incorporation of joint
stock companies doing business in
borrowing or lending money in this
country.

Mr. IRVING.

Mir. BLAIN said ho -ad no desire to
force this question on the attention of
the Hiouse at presenRt; but, as the diffi-
culty did not arise in this House, but
rather in the Senate, ho thought per-
haps it would be as well to discuss the
propriety of repealing this Act before
the Government measure came down.
However, if it was thought desirable
that the questions should corne up
together, he had no objection that tlic
motion should stand.

Second Reading postponed.

CRIMINAL WITNESSES BILL.

(BILL No. 5.]
(Mr. Dymond.)

SECOND READING PROPoSED.

Order for Second Reading of Crim-
inal Witnesses Bill, read.

Mr. BLAKE rcquested that the
second reading of the Bill should be
postponed.

Second Reading postponed.

DISMISSALS FRO[ OFFICE.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming adjourned de-
bate on the proposed motion of Mr.
Campbell for Order of House for cor-
respondence with John B ine, Angus
Morrison and Charles L. Campbell
regarding their dismissals from office
as seizing and landing officers at Bras
d'Or, &c., read.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : Mr.
Speaker, although the Gove-nment op-
posed the motion, I thought it my duty
to move the adjourn ment of the debate.
I deemed this was necessary as I con-
didered it my duty to make my protest
against the way in whiLh this subject
was dealt with by the hon. gentlemen
on the Treasury benches, and the man-
ner in which not only the mover of this
resolution but the mover of the motion
preceding it was treated in the
discussion. The member for Victoria,
Nova Sceotia, in the exorcise of his
duty and of his right, moved the mo-
tion now under consideration. I think
he used quite parliamentary language.
The member for Cumberland took up
the question and repeated the nature
of the remarks and applied them strong-
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ly. Upon that, the Premier arose and
attaeked my hon. friend a second time
in unparliamentary and most unre-
served language for what ho had said.

Mr. BLAKE: Hear.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : I
would appeal to this House and to my
bon. friend from South Wentworth
whether the hon. member for Cumber-
land used a single unparliamentary
expression, a single expression which
was not iii his right to use. but the
only answer that he obtained in return
was "that it was his usual style of
pouring out a tirade of coarse abuse;"
and then there was the usual attempt to
divert the attention of the House from
the subject by saying: " You're
another! You cannot say anything ;
vou were so-and-so and so-and-so."
That was the style of the argument
used by the Premier. Now, I protest
against that course ; i protest
against the relevancy of it; 1 protest
against the attempt, persistently made,
to stop the current of the discussion,
and draw away the attention of the
House on everv occasion from
the particular 'subject before it
to the real or the presumed
delinquencies of the late Adnin-
istration. The hon. the First Minis-
ter took occasion to say that the mode
in which the late Administration made
appointments before they left office
was scandalous; they made them by
hundreds, he said. Now, Mr. Speaker,
I have a word or two to say about that
matter. No appointments made by the
late Administration were scandalous;
neither were there any appointments
that the Government cannot justify,
no appointments that the Government
had any need of excusing. And, when
the language is used towards the late
Government that they made scandalous
appointments, I say it is unwarranted,
and if I chose to take the same kind of
argument that the hon. the Premier
did, I would say the assertion was
slanderous. The Government on the
27th October, before they left office,
brought down returns of 101 appoint-
ments. Of these some 71 were cancel-
led by the present Governmont. But
the hon. gentleman said these 101
appointments were made for the pur-
pose of conferring office upon the

favourites, friends and followers of the
Government, just before we retired.
Mr. Speaker, on looking at that list
you will find, as the hon. member for
Cumberland stated, that of these 101
appointments, some 35 were appoint-
ments in the newly-acquired Province
of Prince Edward Island. These were
appointnents that were Provincial.
Most of the officials had held office
for years under the Government of
Prince Edward Island, and they were
merely transferred from being Pro-
vincial to being Dominion officials.
Some of these officers, such as Harbour
Masters and Shipping Masters, can
scarcely be called officers ofthe Govern-
ment at all. They were under the
Administration, but not paid out of the
public treasury, but by tees. Some of
the gentlemen appointed were political
opponents of the late Government. I
may name as examples, Lieutenant-
Colonel Jackson, made Assistant-Ad-
jutant General; Colonel Gzowski, made
Colonel of Engineers in the Militia.
These appointments were but filling up
old offices-promoting persons to situa-
tions to which they had a legitimate
right. I do not complain of the Premier
making the statements he made the
other night; he made them on his own
responsibility, and if he did any wrong
to any one, that person has a rigbt to
c implain to this House. But I protest
against the idea that, because he chose
to cancel so many of those appointments,
that was evidence tnat the appoint-
ments in themselves were wrong; the
proof that the opposite is the fact is
that, in very many of the appointments
so cancelled, the parties were restored
by the hon. gentleman opposite. The
First Minister has only to consult the
authorities on this point to see that the
constitutional practice is fully laid
down by Sir Robert Peel, that it is
of the very groatest importance to
the State that the political changes of
administration should be made with
as little disturbance, as little bind-
rance and as little obstruction to the
ordinary business, of the country as
possible, and that, up to the very last
moment a retiring Ministry romain in
office, they are possessed of as full
power as the day they took office.
There is no constitutional distinction
which can be drawn between what
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duties they can perform and what
duties they cannot perform. They
are Ministers to all intents and pur-
poses, or they are to no intents and
purposes. And so was the principle
understood, as the hon. member for
Chateauguay, from his multitudinous
reading, must be aware, when Pitt
resigned. His successor was actually
appointed, but he could not be sworn
in or " kiss hands " on account of the
temporary insanity of George III.
Yet, although his successor had ac-
cepted offi.ýe-the legal transfer not
having been made, however-Pitt
came down and carried the Bill of
Supply. Still further: I shall refer to
the authorities quoted by Mr. Todd:

" For, notwithstanding their resignation,
the out-going Ministers are bound to conduct
the ordinary business of the House, inas-
miuch as they retain the seals of office, and
continue in full possession of their official
authcrity and functions'until their successors
are appointed. Upon this point it has been
deelared by Sir Robert Peel that, 'though
members of an Admininistration may have
tendered their resignation, they were still
entitled to make any appointments which
the exigencies of the public service might re-
quire, and these appointinents they were
undoubtedly entitled to go on making until
they were actually superseded by an entrance
into office of their successors. It was always
the practice to fill up vacancies. Peerages
promised by a Minister's predecessors in of-
fice had been granted, though no instrument
had been signed or sealed on the subject.
The moment it was proved that those
petrages had really been agreed to by the
out-going Minister, he having taken the plea-
sure of the Crown on the point, that moment
the Ministers in power agreed to confirm the
grant, and thus respected the engagements
of their predecessors Occurrences of this
kind constantly took place. Nevertheless,
the political power o' filling up vacancies is
one tbat is not invariably exercised by an
out-going Minister. In 1782, George III in-
terposed to prevent it; and, when the Russell
Ministry resigned in 1852, they left several
vacancies not filled up. But, in 1866, upon
the dissolution of the second Russell Minis-
try, an office was filled up by that Govern-
ment which did not become vacant until
two dayu after their resignation had been ten-
dered to Her Majesty."

I say it was the right of the Govern-
ment to fill thpse vacancies; and,to show
how courteous in-coming Ministers
are to out-going Ministers in England,
I may mention the case of the Marquis
of Lansdowne, a distinguished states-
man and leader in the Liberal ranks,

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

one of the most distinguished of the
old school. He arose in the House of
Lords and stated, after he had taken
office and was sworn in, that ho had
received a note from his predecessor,
stating that a certain gentleman had
been recommended by him to a si-
tion, and the appointment had en
approved just as he left office. There-
upon Lord Landsowne said as a mat-
ter of course he would make the
appointment, which he did. It will
be found that in 1830, when the Min-
isters had retired, they put four per-
sons on the pension list. Mr. Gordon,
a Scotch member, objected to the Lord
Advocate, Sir Wm. Rae, being put upon
the list under those circumstances, but
it was held by the Government that
they had a perfect right to act as they
had done. Then, again, Lord Grey, head
of the Reform Administration,vindicat-
ed and defended his act of conferring
positions on his own relations, when
he signified his resignation. I quote
these cases to show hon. gentlemen
that it was our right to make the ap-
pointments referred to, although hon.
members may differ as to the matter
of taste. Such being within our con-
stitutional right, I say we ought not to
be liable to continuous personal
attacks on this ground. If we have
created any office not called for, to
provide for our friends, then let the
hon. gentleman pour out his vials of
wrath upon us; if we have done any-
thing but appoint persons to offices
that had been created by law, thon let
us be attacked; but this mode of
diverting the attention of the House
from attacks made on the Government,
on subjects which the Government
do not like discussed, is pretty
nearly played out. A new Ministry
just coming in have a right, to a cer-
tain extent, to take that course. They
have not yet committed any sins, and
they can say that the late Government
did certain acts, but they were going
to introduce reform, and the country
has a right to take their promises.
But, Sir, when they have remained in
office for a length of time, they are
open for criticism; they are paid for
it; they took office for the purpose of
receiving criticism; and they are
bound to receive criticisms respectfully,
and to answer them fully. It is true the
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hon. the Minister of Militia spoke of the
insignificance of iiy hon. friend fron
Victoria, who was too insignificant to
answer. It was only when the hon.
member for Cumberland addressed the
House, that he thought it necessary to
make a reply.

Mr. VAIL: If the hon. gentleman
will allow me to correct him, I will
explain that what I said was that the
charge made wa- too insignificant-
that it was not worth taking up.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Mr.
Speaker, that is too thin. If the mat-
ter was insignificant, it was equally
insignificant from the hon. member
for Cumberland as from the hon. mem-
Ler for Victoria. It is quite true my
hon. friend from Victoria is a private
member; he is not perhaps of the
distinguished abilities of my hon.
friend the Minister of Militia. But
he comes here as a representative
of the people ; and when I talk of a
representative of the people, I say
every one is a representative of the
whole people. We are here in our
positions not only to represent the
individual constituencies that chose to
return us, but the whole people of the
Dominion of Canada. And, wben the
hon. member for Victoria rises and
makes a statement, he has a right to
expect the considerate, respectful at-
tention of the hon. gentlemen on the
Ministerial benches. I say that,although
ny hon. friend from Victoria does not

hold an officiai position like the hon.
the Minister of Militia, and is not
perhaps so high in the social rank, yet
be is entitled to the greatest consider-
ation from even the highest official as
being a representative of the people.
There is no difference of rank in this
flouse-all are equal; and the youngest
maember from the smallest constituency
has the same right to be heard
and the same right to be treated
with courtesy as the man who bas earn-
ed laurel|from holding office. The hon.
the Minister of Militia might have re-
membered a warning that a man almost
as great as himself, Lord Palmerston,
received. Lord Palmerstoh, as his
partial biographer admits, once losthis
head. When returned by an over-
whelming majority ho tried to rule the
flouse of Commons. His supporters,

although strong partizans in that
House, wore still members of Parlia-
ment, and thought more of the privi-
leges of Parliament than of party
allegiance, and they drovo him from
office solely because of the curt style in
which he tried to rule the Houst with
his triumphant majority. Now, vith
respect to the motion on which the
hon. the Minister of Militia addressed
the House, what was the charge?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think that is
not the motion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
spoke to it, and I think I have a right
to speak to it and reply to him. Has not
the hon. the Minister of Militia spoken
on the motion that is passed ? Has
nobody the right to reply to him, as a
matter of Parliamentary right? I
hope my hon. friend will not press bis
objection.

Mr. BLAKE: The circumstances
were that the hon. member for Cum-
berland irregularly referred to the
motion in bis speech, and baving com-
mitted that irregularity the hon. the
Minister of-Militia replied tohim. Ifthe
debate is to be upon the general motion
let us understand it. I do not think it
should be so.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I say
my hon. friend was not irregular. He
was strongly protesting against the
course which had been adopted. He
illustrated the injustice that had been
meted out to the hon. member for
Victoria, Nova Scotia, not only on this
motion but on the previous motion.
He illustrated one by the other; and
he had a perfect right to do so. But
the hon. the Minister of Militia did not
put that excuse. He did not answer
the motion until the bon. member for
Cumberland spoke. What was the
statement-for I do not mean to make
any charge. Here was a contractor
about running for a vacant seat in Par-
liament. ie was known to be opposed
to the policy of the Administration-
he had avowed himself so.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Not so.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD:

That was the statement. He was loud
in bis denunciation of the Government
and he was alout to run as an Opposi-
tion candidate. Then came the
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difficulty; then came the conference.
The Minister of Militia went to the
Premier, and the Premier said: "Mr.
Ross cannot run for he is a con-
tractor-we have got him there. He
cannot run against us, but suppose we
get him to run for us." So, acciden-
tally, or on purpose, the Minister of
Militia went all the way down to
Truro. I would like to know if the
hon, gentleman did not send any
telegram to get the contractor to meet
him there. The conversation was not
reduced towriting ; itwas verbal. The
Minister of Militia went from Ottawa
to Truro to warn the candidate that he
could not run because he was a con-
tractor. le, however, was relieved of
bis contract, and the gentleman, who a
week before was coming out as an oppo-
nent of the Government, afterwards
came out as a warm and full-fledged sup-
porter of the Administration. The con-
sequence was that he did not get elected.
But he obtained his contract back.
We have heard of a man's bair turning
white in a night through fear or sorrow,
but here is a public man who, after
being relieved of an onerous contract,
changes at once from an out-and-out
Oppositionist to a full-fledged supporter
of the Administration. The moment
after the election he writes to the Min-
ister of Public Works,stating thathe had
changed bis mind, and that he had
botter obtain the contract. This is the
little story which is too insign'ficant,
says the hon. the Minister of Militia, to
warrant the hon. member for Victoria
introducing it in this House. I ven-
ture to say, Mr. Speaker, that, if this
evidence was laid before any Judge of
the Supreme Court, on a question of
undue influence, it would be held that
Mr. Ross was unduly influenced. Every
contractor under the Government cau
become a candidate under this system ;
all ho has to do is to mnke arrangements
with the Board of Works that ho shall
be relieved of bis contract, and try bis
luck in an election contest, and, if ho
wins, all right-some relation will get
the contract-and, if ho is defeated, ho
can get the contract back again. In
this motion, reference was made to
three gentlemen who, the hon. member
for Victoria says, were dismissed for
voting for hirm. Was that truc or was
it not?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It was not.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The

hon. the Minister ofCustoms did not sav
it was not true.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I said it was not
truc.

Mr. BURPEE: I said the reasons of
the removals were, in two of the cases,
because the gentlemen were old, one
76, and the other 86 years, and they
had not performed any services for
years, and, in the case of Mr. Campbell,
becautse ho had engaged in business for
bis father; and he also had done
nothing for some time. They were
dismissed with a view to the efficiency
of the service, and I did not know
thon, nor do I know now, anything
about their politics, or whom they
voted for.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
statement of the hon. member for
Victoria was that those men were
dismissed from oflice because
they voted for him. It is no argu-
ment to say, in reply, that they were
dismissed on the report of an inspec-
tor. It is very easy to break a dog's
tail when you find a stick to break it
with. That report was made, I think we
should sec, if the papers were brouglht
down, after the election. And the
hon. gentleman had better bring it
down. The other night ho said he
had not time to read it.

Mr. BURPEE: I said that I believed
there was a report and correspondence.
and that whatever papers there were
would be brought down.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman said ho had not time
to read it, and if so, how could ho know
what was the reason ? Let the hon.
gentleman bring the papers down and
then we shall seo how the matter stood.
Now, it is true that the hon. gentle-
man said that two of those men were
too old. If they were past a certain
age, still they might have been efficient.
And then the other gentleman was toO
young, or rather that he was so young
that it was a pity to see the boy
wasting bis time, throwing away his
life and energies on a small office of
$60 a yeair; and so the hon gentleman,
from mere philanthropy, froin fear the
boy mhould go to the dogs, dismisedc
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him. But the boy waïs dismissed after
ho had voted for his father; and the
other two men were dismissed after
they had voted for his father, and not
long after. That was the fact, Mr.
Speaker; that is the evidence that has
come out; and you can understand,
from the serious nature of the allega-
tion made by the hon. member for
Victoria, and repeated by the hon.
member from Cumberland, the reason
why there was an anxious attempt to
try and divert the attention of this
louse from it by discussing the "scan-

dalous conduct " of the late Adminis-
tration. Why, I can use pretty much
the same language to the hon. gentle-
man as Sidney Smith did to Lord
Melbourne. The latter gentleman,
although an accomplisbed man, had
the old-fashioned habit of swear-
ing a little, and enlarging his Jan-
guage with certain expletives and
oaths which are not in use in the same
society now-a-days. The Rev. Sidney
Smith was discussing some matters
with him, and Lord Melbourne began
to swear althougli he did not mean to
commit any impropriety by it-it was
eImply the fashion of the early days
of the Prince Regent and George IV-
but it was exceedingly improper and
offensive in the presence of a clergy-
man. Sidney Smith, in his quiet way,
turned round and said, " Now, my
lord, let us consider everybody cursed,
and go to business." Nov, Sir, let us
consider that the late Administration
are damned, not for ail eternity, but
for ail time, at any rate.

Mr. MACKENZIE: We do.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: My

hon. friend vould look much more
pleasant if he thought that was going to
happen. Let us consider that they have
omrnitted every sin in the calendar,

f'orn high treason down to the nuisances
my hon. friend from Hamilton
18 going to deal with, and
what then ? The hon. gentlemen
Opposite have to answer for their own
offences, and not for those of others.
It is for the purpose, first, of entering
a protest against this style of discus-
sion, and also against the contumelious
nanner in which it was attempted to
treat my hon. friend from Victoria,
and aiso to call the attention of the

14

House to those two cases that I have
ventured to speak so long.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Perhaps the
House will pardon my taking a few
minutes in reply to the right lion. mem-
ber for Kingston. He is quite right
in supposing that I would not insist on
the irregularity of the debate ; I merely
wished to prove that it was an irregu-
larity. He assigned to his colleagues
a punishment far beyond what I sup-
posed they would deserve, but no doubt
lie knows their deserts botter and is
botter able to measure their punish-
ment.

Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD: Yes,
we are more of the publicans than the
Pharisees a great deal.

Mi. MACKENZIE: Yes, but the
more fact that the hon. gentleman
acknowledges himself a publican does
not constitute other people Pharisees.
The scriptural publican repented, bnt,
if the hon. gentleman is to be allowed
to characterize himself as a publican,
he will surely allow other people to
characterize themselves. I would ad-
vise the hon. gentleman not to venture
on scriptural quotations; he is not very
well acquainted with that authority and
frequently makes blunders. Sir, the
hon. gentleman complains of the style
of the debate. He ventured to say to-
night-he said it on previous occasions,
and ho says it invariably when hie is
worsted in argument-that I used un-
parliamentary language. I defy him
to point out a single unparliamentary
expression.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I am
afraid the hon. gentleman's memory is
bad. He said the statement of my
hon. friend was inaccurate, and I say
that at any rate he was guilty of vul-
gar abuse.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Then, I can
only ask if the word "inaccurate " is
unparliamentary,what was the conduct
of the hon. member for Cumberland
when he charges another with false-
hood ?

Mr. TUPPER: The hon. gentle-
man cannot find the charge of false-
hood made against any hon. member
in any remarks of mine.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I have a perfect
reco lection of the remark being used
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in reference to the entries in theGazette.
I know 1 am correct in that. Then,
Sir, the hon. member for Kingston says
that we imported something into the
debate to divert the channel of discus-
sion. On the contrary, we imported
nothing extraneous into the debate.
It was when the hon. member for Cum-
berland had imported every conceiv-
able kind of attack upon the
Government that we were obliged to
reply. Does the hon. member for
Kingston really pretend that a
prominent nember should take ad-
vantage of an ordinary motion
to make a general attack and that he
should not receive a general reply? Is
that the ground the hon. gentleman
takes, and is that his idea of fair play ?
If it is his idea ot fair play, I do not
think that the louse entertains it.
I tell the hon. gentleman that he shall
not make such an attack without its
being replied to promptly; and, if he
imagines that either one of his collea-
gues or himself shall take advantage of
an ordinary notice of motion without
the slightest intimation to the Ilouse
that there is going to be a general
attack on the Administration, and to
carry out that policy with impunity,
he must imagine we are very silly
indeed. Proper notice should have
been given, and the Government would
have been prepared to repel it. We
were prepared to repel it as it was, as
we are always prepared to repel such
charges. But the hon. gentleman even
ventures to defend the extraordinary
transactions of October and November,
1873. le says the appointments were
fer filling vacancies and for the good
ofthe public service. Was it necessary
for the public service that several
appointments should be made under an
Act which did not go into operation
for four months after the hon. gentle-
man went out of office. I say, Sir, that
they anticipated Acts of Parliament,
and appointed men to offices not in
force and which might never have been
enforced.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: My
hon. friend is wrong there.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I am not wrong.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I amn

satisfied that the hon. gentleman is
wrong.

Mr. MACKENZIE.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I will produce
the authority to-morrow.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I stp
pose the hon. gentleman means the
Inspectors of Weights and Measures
Act.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No, I do not.
Then they were building certain light-
houses, so)me of them under contract
and some of them not under contract.
They could not possibly be used or
lighted until the June following, but it
was absolutely necessary in the hon.
gentleman's opinion to make the ap-
pointments on the first day of Novem-
ber, 1873. Yet, Sir, they were necessarv
for the public service. Then, again,
let me call attention to two other an-
pointments-two appointments
scandalous that they outrage every
feeling of decency. The hon. gentle-
man speaks of British Administration'
of the past few centuries. Does any-
one imagine that Lords Palmerston,
Melbourne, or Derby, or any of the
great men who have reigned as pre-
miers of England, would assert they
had a right, iii anticipation of defeat, t
appoint one of their colleagues as Lieu-
tenant-Governor and another a JudgU
and that the two gentlemen should sit
here after the date of their appoint-
ments by Order in Council. Why, Sir,
at the very last stage of their existence
as a Government, they asked an ad-
journment of the House. They knew
that they could not force an adjourr-
ment, and Mr. Tilley, acting as the
leader of the House got up in this verv
spot where I now stand, and appealeu
to us to adjourn the debate on the
ground that it could be continued the
next day. They never met the House
ag: in. They adjourned the debate four
the purpose of completing some bu-s
ness appointments that were completedî
and signed the next day. In order to
bind that matter still further, I may
say that we have the official books and
the copies of those letters, with tlhe
date changed a day back, in order to
put it right. This, Sir, is the high-toneý,
morality of the hon. gentleman. Thi-
Sir, is what he attempts to justify, as he
says, by British practice. I have never
denied, and do not deny now, the fiet
that an out-going Administration should
fill every vacancy properly <eeU
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ring; but I do not admit, I do not
believe in the propriety of that whole
list of appointmentscounting up several
pages of that book-seores of them,
that they made in one day-offices that
were not required, which they
had no business to fill and could
not legally and properly fil]; and then,
Sir, after al1, doing what was the near-
est approach to selling the Bench that
was ever donc in this country, when
they appointed one of thoir own fol-
lowers, a political partisan, a member
of the Government sitting here on the
verge of dissolution. And yet that
gentleman and another of their collea.
gues took two of the highest offices in
the country, one, Mr. Tilley, being
appointed, I thin k, on the 21st Oeto ber,
the day belore the Hlouse met. And
yet he sat right througb that Session
holding this appointment in his pocket.
So much with regard to those appoint-
ments. The hon. gentleman says it
was not denied here the other niglit
that those three officers were dismissed
for political reasons. It was denied, and
I said I that defied the hon. gentleman
opposite to find a single instance where
an official was dismissed by us for
political reasons.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew): Mr. larvey
of Arnprior.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Mr. Harvey
was not dismissed for political reasons,
but for misconduct in his office, and if
the misconduct had come to my notice
he would have been dismissed earlier.
But, Sir, I can point to offices that
were vacated ostensibly for political
reasons in the previous régime. Now,
with regard to those three men. Two
of them were simply past all use in
fact to the public service. They were
too old; they were not performing any
duties that required their service.
Another was engaged in mercantile
transactions, although employed as a
Customs officer; and everyone must
recognize the impropriety of an official
being engaged either as an assistant,
or as a partner, or as a dealer.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Or
as a Minister of Customs?

Mr. MACKENZIE: The Minister of
Customs is not engaged in trade, that
I am aware of. The hon. gentleman

has made an insinuation unworthy of
him, and ]et me tell him it is far more
unparliamentary than anything he bas
had to complain of. Now, with re-
gard to the other point. I stated all
that could be stated about the con-
tractor, Mr. Ross. I stated that there
was no communication with the Publie
Works Departments, or with myself,
excopt the official communications.
But I believe that Mr. Ross was
always a supporter of the Government.
I know he was in 1874. He supported
bis brother and voted with the Liberal
party. I had no means of knowingwhether he was a supporter or oppo-
nent of the Government, and will not
accept the authority of the hon. gentle-
manl in that matter ; he knows as little
about it as I do.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
know nothing about it.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Precisely so.
But one would never have thought
that. I say that he had a perfect
right to become a candidate if ho
pleased. I took no steps in regard to
the matter; and I may say further that
the contract is finished. The matter
was referred to Mr. Perley, and he said
there was no objection to releasing Mr.
Ross from bis contract if the sureties
gave the necessary assent. That is
done almost invariably. I might pur-

.sue this subject a little further. I
might say, for instance, that I have
known contractors-men who were
really the contractors though nominally
other names were employed-sitting
in this House under the hon. gentle-
man. I might state, and there is no
barm in stating the fact, that since the
hon. gentleman went ont of office and
those parties went out of Parliament,
I have happened to have to deal with
the parties as contractors who were
sitting in this House nominally as.
independent members, but really as
contractors. I might go a great way-
into this sort of thing, and the hon.
gentleman had better confine himself
to actual facts instead of drawing upon
his imagination. I am quite willing
that every transaction in my Depart-
ment, everything donc in it, shall be
subjected to a strict scrutiny by a com-
mittee of one, and that one the hon.
member for Kingston.
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: In
not one single remark that I made did
I say there was any irregular commu-
nication between the hon. gentleman
and Mr. Ross.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman stated that it was nicely
arranged at once that this contract
should be given up, and that immedi-
ately after Mr. Ross was defeated the
contract was restored. No one could
do that but myself.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: It
was so, was it not ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: It was not. I
stated the facts here. I had the three
letters which passed in my hands. One
was asking that ho should be released
from the contract ; the other was
referring that to Mr. Perley, and the
next was Mr. Perley's report. I also
stated that on the 26th October a letter
was received from Mr. Ross to the
effect that he did not intend to with-
draw from the contract. T stated
everything, and the hon. gentleman
has no right to make the insinuation
that ho did-that I, as head of the
Public Works Department, had made
arrangements with this gentleman so
that he could come back to his con-
tract. I deny that there was a particle
of impropriety in the whole transac-
tion. Besides all that, as I before
stated, the contract has been practically
completed for months.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Is it
wound up.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is not quite
wound up.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is all the difficulty.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is no diffi-
culty whatever. There might have
been a difficulty in it some years ago,
but there is none now. I protest
against the hon. gentleman forming
conclusions upon such premises. I
only wish to say, further, in regard to
the question immediately in dispute
that I deny absolutely that the hon.
member for Victoria, was treated dis-
courteously. The hon. gentleman
truly never complained of being treated
discourteously. Every information was
given him that could be furnished on
the two motions, and some that

Mr. MAOKENZII.

we were not called upon to give was
given him on the first motion. I
might have said that the papers would
be brought down, but I stated their
purport. There was no question of
courtesy or discourtesy until the hon.
member for Cumberland made a gen-
oral attack upon the Government.
Does the hon. member suppose that
we are bound to listen to those attacks
and make no reply ? I can only say
that if ho thinks that is the policy to
be pursued by this Government, ho is
mistaken. I shall reply to everything
and on the spot.

Mr. TUPPER : I hope the House
will accord to me the saine indulgent
consideration that it has given to the
hon. the First Minister, who stands in
precisely a similar position with myself.
The complaint that I made was that
the House was treated improperly,
that the country was treated impro-
perly, when one of the gravest charges
and accusations that could possibly
be preferred against any Government
was pointedly preferred against one of
the Ministers-a charge, which if true,
would be sufficient to drive him in-
stantly, not only off the Treasury
Benches, but out of public life. I do
not think that any one will hesitate to
agree with me in that statement.
What I complained of was that, an
independent member of this House
having made such a charge in his place
here, not a word of reply was made.
Were the House and the country not
entitled to a reply, or was it to go
abroad from one end of the country to
the other that a charge of the most
corrupt character which could be pre-
ferred against a public man should be
allowed to pass without any explana-
tion being offered ? I simply recounted
the statement that was made by the
hon. member for Victoria. It was this:
that an election took place in the coun-
ty of Victoria-a vacancy occasioned
by the appointment of the member for
that county to sit on the Bench. While
this question as to who should be the
candidate was pending, a gentleman
who was a contractor, and who was
therefore ineligible to run, and who
was known to be hostile to the Govern-
ment, was approached by the hon. thC
Minister of Militia with a view to get-
ting him to run as a Ministerialis t candi-
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date. I bave in my hands the report
of a speech made by the hon. member
for Victoria in the presence of the
contractor, Mr. Ross, in the face of the
whole people on nomination day, in
which he said:

" When William Ross was turned ont of
office withou t warning, every riglit-il nded
man was insulted, and not one of you, I am
sure, felt that his brother John would to-day
be running, if not as an avowed supporter of
the Government, at least as a man pledoed,
should lie be returned, to support then âur-
ing the rest of the term against the men w-ho
built the lighthouses and public works lie
spoke of in his speech. * I * I make
no charge against Mr. Ross, but only allege
that this transaction of suddenly relieving
him from an unfinished contract, and the
current report that $50,000 of the neople's
inoney wil be paid, demand the fullest in-
formation, particulary when the Government
itself is the most corrupt that ever disgraced
any country?-"r

Of course, Sir, I could not make that
statement for myself. I would not
like to say anything to hurt the feel-
ings of the hon. gentlemen opposite;
I merely repeat what was said on the
hustings by the hon. member for Vic-
toria. Mark what follows-the state-
ment being made in the preseaco of
Mr. lRoss :

" This last fact I state on the authority of
)Rr. Ross himself, it not bein- a nonth since
heabused the Government. •Îr. Ross went to
Truro an opponent of the Goverrnment, came
back relieved of the contract on most favour-
able terns, and is now, I believe, a supporter
of the Government."

Now what my hon. friend stated,
whether true or untrue, was certainly
entitled te an explanation from gen-
tlemen on the Treasury Benches. The
hon. member for Victoria, Nova
Scotia, said in language so strong that
even I feel some hesitation in endors-
îng it 'bat this avowed opponent of
the Government, who was open-
mouthed in his attacks upon then,
met the hon. the Minister of Militia at
Truro. I do not think that the hon. the
Minister of Militia will say that that
meeting was not brought about by a
telegram from himself down to the
county. That was the rumour there.
It was no secret that the hon. gentle-
tnan had sent a telegram which.
induced this meeting atTruro between
himself and a contractor known to te
hostile to the Government. It was no
secret that William Ross was induced

to go into office because his support
was necessary; and it is rio secret that,
when certain intriguers, not con-
nected with persons in this House
but with certain parties whose inter-
ests could be botter served by the
hon. the Minister of Militia than Mr.
Ross, exerted their power, Mr. Ross
was driven from the county in the
most insulting and ignominious man-
ner. He went out of the Cabinet
breathing vengeance against the Min-
istry, and it was only his self-interest
that compelled him to accept a posi-
tion at their hands. That was the posi-
tion he took and that feeling actuated
his brother, who was also strongly op-
posed to the Administration. But ho was
a contractor, and when, the election
came, the hon. the Minister of Militia
tells this House that he went to the
hon. the Minister of Publie Works and
spoke about his being a candidate, and
the latter said ho was ineligible. Now
the hon. the First Minister says he had
no communication with any one with
reference to that election. How can
the hon. gentleman say so when his
own colleague, the Minister of Militia,
states that lie went and discussed the
candidacy of that county with the hon.
the Premier,who said that Mr. Ross was
ineligible because he was a contractor.
I suppose that the hon. gentleman had
no need to go to the hon. the First Mi-
nister to find out that a contractor was
ineligible. It appears that the hon. the
Minister of Militiîa left his Department
and travelled down to Truro for the
purpose of having an interview, which
is believed to have taken place-I do
not assert it, but the facts vill leave no
doubt on the matter-in consequence
of a communication between the Minis-
ter and the contractor. It is notorious
that after that meeting the press in
Halifax supporting the Government,
the journals with which the hon.
Minister himself is connected, in the
most defiant terms challenged the
Opposition to corne out and meet the
Goliah they had put in the field. The
man who just before was an avowed
opponent of the Government, and so
declared himself on nomination day,
was put forward as the Govern-
ment nominee, and the Oppo-
sition were invited to try their
strength if they dared. In the last
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discussion, I simply drew the attention
of the Iouse to the faict that a gra-v;
charge had been made against the
Government. a charge which would
cover the Governmenit with disg racee if
not explained, and that the explanation
given was unsatisfiictory. The Minister
of Militia in making bis explanation
forgot himself. as I believe no hon.
ineber, since this was a Parlianent.
ever forgot himself. The hon. the Fi rst
Minister occasionally ventures to state
to the Ilouse that I use language un-
justifiably strong and such as is con-
midered by hon. gentlemen opposite as
offensive. I will, however, call his
attention to a report of the remarks of
his colleague, the Minister of Militia,
with reference to myself which were
allowed to pass without any rebuke
from you, Mr. Speaker, or any remon-
strances from the hon. gentleman's col-
longues, though the hon. the Premier is
bound to take notice of any such un-
parliamentary conduct coming either
from his colleagues or supporters.
What did the hon the Minister ofMilitia
sav ? He said:-

"1 H was amazed the lion. neniber for
Cunberland, with all his experience in pub-
lic life, would dare to get up in this House
in his presence and in that of the lion. mem-
ber for Victoria and make such a statement."

What statement did I make ? I
simply called the attention of the
House to the fact that an unanswered
statement remained against the Gov-
ernment which required to be refuted.
The hon. Minister of Militia further
stated that: " There had been a rumour
before Mr. Vail left Ottawa for Nova
Scotia that Mr. Ross, who became a
candidate, intended to run for the
county. * * He then thought it
vas incumbent on him to instruct Mr.

Ross in the matter." Did he suppose
a gentleman of Mr. Ross's intelligence,
who seemed to be able to gauge pretty
well the amount of Goverrment re..pon-
sibility, did not know the fact of being
a contractor made him ineligible?
The Premier does not tell us that he
got any information from the Minister
of Militia, but that, when the election
was approaching, on a certain day be-
fore the election, Mr. Ross applied to
him to be relieved of his contract in
order to become a candidate. The

Mr. TUPPER.

Premier does not say " in order to
become a candidate "; but I assume
that was the fact. He says he took
care-which vas quite proper-to
asecertain froin Mr. Perley, the
engincer, whether Mr. Ross could
be released from bis contract
without injury to the public service.
After receiving Mr. Perley's report,
the Premier again took the very pro-
per course of calling on Mr. Ross to
obtain the consent of bis sureties
before lie could he relieved from bis
contract. Does be tell us that Mr.
Ross got the consent of his sureties ?
Nothing of the kind. He showed the
House that Mr. Ross had never
obtained the consent of his sureties,
but that Mr. Ross, after being defeated
as the Government candidate at that
election, asked to bc allowed to with-
draw his application to be relieved of
the contract. If Mr. Ross had beenu
elected it would have been shown that
he was not a contractor, but, being
defeated, he is still a contractor. That
is a state of things which should not
be possible in this country. The
Premier bas informed the flouse that
the present Government have no diffi-
culties with contractors. But I want
to know how the public interests are
protected when contractors are relieved
from contracts before they are
completed. Even if Mr. Ross had
obtaine I the consent of his
sureties- to be relieved from the
contraet, no one would have been more
interested in its completion than he.
In order to protect the public exche-
quer,a lawv was passed setting forth that
contractors for the Government should
not hold a seat in Parliament, and that
law would be violated iii spirit and
essence if men with all the interests of
contractors could sit behind the Gov-
ernment which depended on them for
continuance in office. If the arrange-
ment with Mir. Ross had succeeded and
he had been elected, ho would have sat
in the House while still holding the
deepest interest in the contract. The
Government claim that they have
changel the system pursued by the
late Government with respect to con-
tracts; but the past history of the
country failed to furnish such a case of
that of the Georgian Bay Branch con-
tract, which cost the Dominion
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$100,000. During the debate, the
Minister of Militia further said:

" If, after that statement, the hou. niember
for Cumberland would get up and repeat his
allegation, he should take it for granted that
his character for stating things that had no
foundation in fact was so well understood
that le might expect to see it developed at
any time."

I am not able to find in the
records of this Parliament language
so indecent and insulting. After
twenty-two years of continuous public
life, it is not necessary for me
to make any vindication of my
publie character on the floor of this
louse or in the face of the people of

this country. But, when my character
and record are referred to, I may re-
mind this louse that, having passed
twelve years of public life in Nova
Scotia, a large portion of which time I
discharged the duties of a leading
iember, and, in later years, of the

head of the Administration, I
resigned my connection with the
administration of the affairs of the
Province on the passing of the
Union Act, on lst July, 1867, at which.
lime I had the honour of being sur-
rounded and sustained by a two-thirds
majority in the People's House and in
the Legislative Assembly. The record
I left behind was one of which I have
no reason to be ashamed. When I
entcrcd the Nova Scotia Government,
the valuable minéral possessions of the
Province were held by a close mono-
poly in London; when I 1 etired from
public lifl there, they were free
to the enterprizo and iidustry
of the people of our own country.
When I entered public life the repre-

fentative, of a coinmunity wiith only
<ne hundred and fifty votes was equal
to that of a large constituenev, and
thle Representation Bill was passed by
the G;overnrnent of which I was
- member. I found officers of
the Crown standing all around me in
the House of Assembly and the Legiî-
lative Council, but that. was reformed
by the passing of the Independence of
Parliament Act. I was able to leave
an Educational Act on the Statute
book, to which the Globe, the organ of
hon, gentlemen opposite, directed the
attention of the Ontario Government,
'as oe worthy of careful study, in con-

sidering the educational system of that
Province. I may claim from the Min-
ister of Justice the credit of having
assisted in carrying a measure which
he bas proclaimed to the world as one
ot the miost valuable boons ever given
to the people of Canada-the Union
Act. If I stood in the position of the
Minister of Militia, I would not be dis-
posed to challenge anybody's record.
Those who wish to know what
that hon. gentleman's views , and
sentiments are will find in
Morgan's Parliamentary Companion
that the hon. gentleman writes himself
down or permits himself to be written
down as a Reformer. What claims
bas the hon. gentleman 4e that title ?
What right bas he to sit in any Re-
form Administration ? The two great
tests constantly applied by the First
Minister to the question as to whether
a man was a Reformer or not were
vote by ballot and the trial of contro-
verted elections by the Judges.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I never said so.
Mr. TUPPER: lHas the First Min-

ister not held again and again that
vote by ballot was one of the principal
grounds upon which. he claimed the
confidence of the people as a Re-
former ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: No; on the
contrary, I never was an advocate of
vote by ballot. I accepted it as the
will of the people, doclared by their
representatives, but i have expressed
an adverse opinion frequently.

Mr". TUPPER: I am quite aware of
the opinion held by the hon. gentleman,
but I am also aware that, when the
subject came up for discussion, the hon.
gentleman claimed that the measure
was a Reform one for which ho claimed
the support of Reformers. The system
of vote by ballot was introduced into
Nova Scotia in opposition to the action
of the Minister of Militia. Moreover,
that bon. gentleman, after the system
had been tried, induced the House to
vote for the repeal of the Act
and revert to the old system.
And if, Sir, the ballot exists to-day in
Nova Scotia, it is because the hon.
gentleman was not able to defeat and
destroy the measure, and because he
was prevented by the Legislative
Assembly from passing the repeal of
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that law. Thon, take the question of
the trial of Controverted Elec-
tions by Judges. If any person
wants to see every possible argument
adduced with the view of preventing
this being done, he bas only to read the
speech delivered on more than one occa-
sion by the hon. the Minister of Militia,
who was the bitterest opponent of that
measure, and who was accustomed in
the strongest manner to insist upon
elections being tried under what the
Premier denounced as the old, corrupt,
and improper system of parliamentary
committees. Yet, Sir, with this record,
the hon. gentleman who proclaimed
himself as a Conservative on the floor
of the Nova Scotia House of Assembly,
comes up bore and writes himself as a
Reformer, and as such this Adminis-
tration is able to accept him. We
have had a good deal of sham, spurious
reform attempted to be passed off on
the people of this country; but I will
not detain the House any longer in
referring to that matter. Let me tell
the hon. the Minister of Customs, that I
did not say that these parties were
dismissed on the report of a pliant
inspector, but I did say that, when a
man was degraded in this country by
the Government, and driven out of an
office held under the Crown, the Gov-
ernment ought to be able to assign
some reason other than the report of a
pliant inspector. I do not believe
that any such report exists, but, if the
hon. gentleman had said that ho had
an inspector's report,recommending the
removal of those parties, I would not
question his veracity. If there was a
report, it were an easy thing to read
it; and therefore, until the hon. gentle-
man lays such a report on the table, I
will take the opportunity of question-
ing the existence of any such document.
Still I do not wish, for a single moment,
to be understood as questioning the
hon. gentleman's veracity. It is said
that these mon were old; thon, the
number of years which they have
spent in the public service certainly
entitled them to some intimation that
the time had come when their services
were to be dispensed with. The
hon. member for Victoria bas stated
that these three gentlemen were
driven out of office, dismissed, and
superseded by other people, ap-

Mr. TUPPER.

pointed at double the salary to perform
the same duties, a fact of which, of
course, I know nothing ; that hon.
member bas personal cognizance of the
facts ho has brought before the House,
and this is his statement, that these
men were driven from office without a
word of prior intimation from anyone.
Now, I ask the hon. the Minister of Cus-
toms, whether the public service will be
promoted by turning three men out,
and putting another three in their
places, without some other notification
than the announcement " Go about
your business ! Your salaries have
been stopped," and my hon. friend tells
me that, up to the time when ho left
his county, these three mon had never
received the slightest intimation that
any objections was entertained as to
the mode in which they performed
their duties. Hlow does the Minister of
Militia attempt to answer that accusa-
tion ? I do not complain of the state-
ment of the Minister of Customs,
because ho said that ho had an
impression that an inspector's
report in this regard existed, but
that he had not. bad time to read
the papers. When ho bas had time, I
will receive with great attention any
statement ho may bave to make. As
to the old men, they were entitled to
some intimation, and, as to the young
man, if ho was in any business inter-
foring with the due performance of his
duties, would it not have been quite suf-
ficien t to have informed him that, such
being the case, hewould be obliged to
resign. These men,who had long servedl
the country, when the Government was
desirous of dispensing with their ser-
vices, should have had the option Qi
tendering their resignations, avoidi"
thus the obloquy and injustice of being
exposed to the comments of their
neighbours, for having been summarily,
and without notice, driven from office.
How does the Minister of Militia
answer that? He says that the In-
spector was a brother-in-law of the
hon. member for Cumberland. Suppose
that I had made such a declaration, I
would thon have been gently reminded
in the bland and suave and refinea
terms the hon. the First Minister so
frequently uses, that there was a liglht
inaccuracy in my statement. The hon.
the Minister of Militia ought to know
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something of the facts. I rose in my
place and explained to the House that
the hon. gentleman was mistaken, and
that the gentleman in question was
not my brother-in-law or any connec-
tion of mine. And how was I met ?
One would have supposed that the
hon. gentleman would have been
covered with confusion, as would have
been the case with most men under
such circumstances. One would have
imagined that this would have inter-
rupted the eloquent fiow of the remarks
on which all hung so intently and
delightedly, as they fell from the lips
of the Minister of Militia. But not
at al], Sir. He stopped, and
having communicated with the
Minister of Customs, ascertained that I
had a brother who was Collector of
Customs, and he says, the Inspector
is not my brother-in-law, but my
brother filled the vacancy made by the
Inspector. And this is the statement
whici the Ministerial press boasts
confounded the hon. member for Cum-
berland. I do not, however, see any-
thing in it to confound anybody
except the Minister of Militia, who,
grasping after something in order to
sustain himself in one of the most
difficult and trying positions that a
member of this House can occupy, had
to resort to means so utterly beneath
and unworthy of-I will not say, the
hon. gentleman, but the office he holds.
What are the faets ? That Inspector
in the Province of Nova Scotia became
insane, and was sent to an hospital
for the insane. For a year or more, I
believe, the Government hesitated to
fill up the appointment, in the hope
that he would recover, he having been
a valuable public officer. The vacancy
existed for more than a year, and the
Minister of Custoins can learn from the
permanent staff in his office-and very
able gentlemen they are-that, out of
many Collectors in Nova Scotia, none
stood higher for accuracy and careful
attention to duties, than the Collector
at the Port of Amherst,-a barrister
by profession, and an able and efficient
officer. This was before the motion of
vote of want of confidence was moved ;
at all events, it was previous to what is
now known as that period. We do not
forget what is called the throes of disso-
]ution by the hon. gentleman opposite;

it is too pain fui aperiod to be very rapid-
ly effaced from the mind of any gentle-
man who has to go through it. But,.
in any case, it was not during that
period. We appointed the Collector, a
barrister of ability, a painstaking
officer of many years' public service,
as Inspector of Castoms, and I did com-
mit the great crime of naming my
brother as a suitable person to fill the
office just vacant.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) : At the
same salary ?

Mr. TUPPER : The same rule was
applied to that Department and to
that office that was applied to all De-
partments in the public service, with
scarcely an exception. A sum of
money was placed at the disposal of
the Government by Parliament for
the readjustment of salaries, and I can
show my hon. friend, should ho at any
time desire it, that the salary assigned
to that port-it was $1,300 I think-
it is entitled to by the collections.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) : Did the
previous Collector receive that
amount ?

Mr. TUPPER: The previous Col-
lector's salary would have been ar-
ranged, under the same circumstances,
at the same rate. The hon. gentle-
man, I suppose, knows that, with
reference to the salaries of collectors
the amount of the receipts of the
office is the principle on which salaries
are adjusted, and I think I can say
with justice that this principle was
not departed from with relation to the
office under consideration. At the
close of twelve years of public life,
when at the head of the Government of
Nova Scotia, I was able to say that,
though, throughout the length and
breadth of the Province, I had great
numbers of relatives able and qualified
and quite as ambitious, I dare say, to
fill positions under the Crown as any
body else, you could not find a relation
of mine in office from one end of the
Province to the other. I give that
back to the Minister of Militia as my
answer when he says he confounded
me ; and [ further say that it was the
demand of the county which I have
represented for almost twenty-two
years coatinuously, the county in which
I was born and where a considcrable
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portion of my life has been spent, that
I should give my brother an appoint-
ment. In response to that denand,
the office was conferred, and, though I
went back to the county almost imme-
diately, despite the heavy weight
which the Government managed to
bring to bear upon our shoulders
during that struggle, a najority of 380
endorsed my conduct. I have also a
word to say with reference to what bas
just fallen from the First Minister.
He says that I charged him with false-
hood. The hon. gentleman is mis-
taken. I said that the statement in
the Gazette was false and misleading to
the extent of over a million. Was I
justified in stating this or not ?

An lION. MEUMBER : No.

Mr. TUPPER: I can give the hon.
gentleman the figures, showing that the
surplus up to the lst of July, 1876, was
over a million. I am prepared to go
into that question of the examination
of Gazettes, with regard to the state-
ment of my hon. friend, and he will
find that it was in accordance with
the practice of the previous Govern-
mcnt that these publications were
made the first timne. I recollect
noticing any ser»ious discrepancy in
this statement of revenue and expend-
iture was with reference to the year
1873-4, after we had gone out of office.
The Minister of Finance knows that
the facts were the very reverse
what was then published, -or a very
large deficit was intimated when in
reality none existed. I went to Mr.
Langton, drew his attention to it and
told him I was satisfied that the
capital expenditure had been con-
founded with the expenditure charge-
able to the Consolidated Fund. Mr.
Langton subsequently saw me, and I
ascertained that this was the case,
assuring me, moreover, that it would
not occur again. As I said the other
night, it was a false and misleading
statement. I charged no falsehood.
Falsehood requires to be intentional,
while a statement may be false with-
ont the party who has made it having
intended to mislead anybody. I did,
however, charge negligence against
the Minister of Finance, because such
a thing should not occur. I do not
believe that either Mr. Langton or

Mr. TuppEr.

the Minister of Finance is eapible of
falsehood. We had a right to have
information, and to have it accurate.
Either the publication of the figures
in the Gazette should coase. or they
should be accurately given. The First
Minister, in answer to my hon. friend,
still refers to scandalous appoint-
ments and nominations made with
relation to Acts which had not then
corne into force. I would like to,
know what the Acts were, and
what were the appointments. Were
any appointments made which
were not required and contemplated
by the public service? If these hon.
gentlemen will bring down a statement
of the dates of the appointments of
Inspectors of Weigbts and Measures
in this country, I will be able to show
the House that they have paid salaries
for twelve months before the men had
any duties to perform. The way in
which the Weights and Measures Act
has been taken advantage of, has
exerted a feeling of intense dissatisfac-
tion and indignation against the Ad-
ministration from one end of the coun-
try to the other.

Mr JONES (Halifax)
against the measure.

It is raisel

Mr. TUPPER : I tell iim, Sir, that
the hon. member for Hamilton strongly
stated in this louse, that it is not so
much the Act, as the mode in which it
has been administered, of which he
bad to complain. I draw from the
statemont of' the hon. gentleman that
the Government is open to a charge
of the saine character, only to an in-
tensely greater degree. I think this
ought to have concluded the discussion;
also what took place in this House a
year ago ought to have done so on the
part of the First Minister, or any hon.
gentleman connected with the
Government. I then brought this
matter before the House, and I said
that, when I had the pleasure of visiting
the North Riding of Renfrew in com-
pany with the Premier, ho (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) declared to the electors that,
when the late Administration was in
the last throes of dissolution, they had
created some two hundred offices, and
made some two hundred appointments.
The hon. gentleman thon pointedly de-
nied having said so. I accepted the de-
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nial, and that ought to close the subject,
though I added, I was afraid that the
electors, as well as myselfhad misunder-
stood him. I proved from public docu-
ments on the table, brought down by the
Government, that to the 35 appoint-
ments we had made in Prince Edward
Island t hese hon. gentlemen had added
75; also that whore we had made 25
appoin t nie» ts in the Customs,these hon.
gontlcinon, instead of finding any of
them unnecessary, had replaced ther;
while we had appointed many parties
who were never supporters or friends
of our Administration, they appointed
66 Customs officers where I think we
had appointed 25; and what was the
answer of the hon. the First Minister ?
Not a word; and I consider that this
ought to have terminated the discussion
on the subject. I thon, as now, further
challenged the hon. gentlemen to show
that they saved one thousand dollars to
the country by the cancellation of ap-
pointments. But this they cannot do;
nor can they give the names of five
officers, appointed by the late Govern-
ment, whom they have not replaced.
The First Minister bas a very great
objection to hear any person repeat
himself; this lie cannot endure; it
shocks him beyond measure; but he
ought to remember that no hon. mem-
ber of this House is open to that charge
more complotely than himself. He is
in the habit of making stereotyped
statements, which are frequently, I
may say, moreover, clothed in identi-
cally the same words. There is another
reason why the hon. gentleman should
not complain. What did he say in
reply to the statesmanlike comments
my right bon. friend made at the
opening of the Session on the occasion
of the answor to the Speech from the
Throne ?

Mr. BLAKE: Order! Order!

Mr. TUPPER: My hon. friend, the
Minister of Justice, is very much afraid
of any violation of the rules of order;
but this is never the case when my
hon. friend at his right is addressing
the Eouse. It is wonderfully how
astute, and how keenly alive, the hon.
gentleman becomes-

Mr. BLAKE: I rise to a point of
order.

Mr. TUPPER: Of course, Mr.
Speaker, I would like to know when
the First Ministor made complaints;
and may I not bo allowed to say in my
place in the House, when the hon.
gentleman invites nie to mako criti-
cisms-

Mr. BLAKE: I rise Lo a question of
order: the hon. gentlernan alludes to
a former debate.

Mr. TUPPER: I am not repeating
what I just stated, but what overy per-
son will remember equally well with
myself. The hon. gentleman wishes
to know if any other Government
ever made appointments after it
was known that they had not a
majority in Parliament t sus-
tain them. Is the hon. gentleman
so ignorant of history as not to know
that it is held to be one of the most
solemn and sacred duties of every out-
going Administration to redeem ail the
pledges they have made, and that the
highest function of the Crown-the
appointment of Peers of tho realm,-
not merely life appointments, but thos e
which go down to the latest tine, and
continue to be inherited,-is constantly
performed by the Imperial Govern-
ment under such circumstances ? Does
the hon. gentleman not remember that
after the general election in which
Lord Dorby's Government sustained
such an overwhelming defeat at the
hands of the people of England, when
it was known that they must go out of
office as soon as Parliament met, having
a majority against them of something
like one hundred, one of the colleagues
of Lord Derby, the Earl of Mayo, was
appointed to the high and distinguished
position of Governor-General of

ndia with the enormous salary
which is attached to it. Ai-
though there were people to be
found, connected with the press of
England, who said it would become a
question for Parliament, no Statesman
in the House of Commons or the House
of Peers in England ventured to tarnish
and destroy his reputation as a public
man by questioning the right of the
Government of England to make that
appointment. Why has the hon. gen-
tieman referred to the appointment of
Mr. Tilley in terms which he should be
ashamed to use of a gentleman in his
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absence, and seeing the high position
he occupied in the flouse and now oc-
cupies in his own Province. Does he
want to degrade the office ouf Lieuten-
ant-G-overnor in the eyes of the people
over whon be presides, as if he had
been guilty of something discreditable ?
What, Sir, was the fact? Mr. Tilley
was appointed to that office, selected
for it and the Order in Council passed,
if my memory serves me, before ho
had returned from England.

Mr. BLAKE: That is so. He was
appointed about the time of your first
resignation.

Mr. TUPPER: What does the hon.
gentleman mean ?

Mr. BLAKE: I believe that these
appointments were made-that Mr.
Tilley was appointed Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor of New Brunswick, Mr. Hugh
Macdonald was appointed a Judge, and
Mr. Crawford was appointed a Lieu-
tenant-Governor-because the Govern-
ment were at that time about resigning.

Mr. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman
may believe what he pleases, but I
think he has no right to make such a
statement on the floor of this House. I
state that the late Government. in
their wisdom, selected Mr. Tilley to be
the Lieut.-Governor of New Brunswick
before his return from England. When
lie came back, I think 1 was the first
who had the pleasure of telling himu
what the Government had done; and, às
I think the then Minister of Marine
and Fisheries will remember, he said lie
would require some time for considera-
tion before he would decide. le never
sat in this House, or gave a vote in this
House, or contemplatel such a thing
after he had decided to accept the
Governorship of New Brunswick. I
do not suppose there vas any impro-
priety in the present Government de-
termining to select one of the most
important and honourable of their col-
leagues, Mr. Dorion, for the position
of Chief Justice. I think it was per-
fectly well understood in this Hiouse,
and ont of it, that he was selected for
that position.

Mr. MACKENZIE : I deny it.

Mr. TUPPER: That public opinion
subsequently received very r -ogent
verification by the act of the hon. gen-

Mr. TuppiR.

tleman himself, and no one cormplains
that this was the case. Until Mr.
Dorion had decided to accept the office,
no one questioned his right to sit in
the House. No one doubts that it
might have passed through the mind
of the late Minister of Justice that, on
the consummation of a certain Act, he
might possibly be induced to accept
the high position of a Judge of the
Sapreme Court of Canada. At al
events, the hon. gentleman did accept
it, and no one has ever found fault
with his carrying the Act through this
Hlouse, and then accepting an office
under it. And yet, in a question so
nice, as it affects Mr. Tilley, some gen-
tlemen seetu to think that one doctrine
should apply to one side of th louse,
and anorher to their opponents. Now,
the hon. gentleman says that they
have never dismissed any one froi
office, that they have never been guiIty
of the creation of orices, and that they
have never dismissed any one for the
purpose of getting an office to bestow
upon a friend. They hold that to be
corrupt-they hold that to take the
public money of the country for the
purpose of appointing a friend, when
his services are not reqnired, is
an act of corruption which ought
to drive any one from power.
Let us try them by their own ats.
When the bon. the Minister of Militk
was in public affairs in Nova Seotia he
was anxious to have a little arrange
ment made by which a member for th
county of Halifax could be quietly go
out of the way in order to put some
one else in his place. They wentabo&
it by getting the assistance of the hon
gentlemen on the Treasury Benches i
this House. The mernber of the LocalI
Legislature was induced to accept tli
position of Superintendent or Warden
of the Penitentiary at Halifax. The
salary had been large enough for the
previous Warden, who had held the
office for years, but it was not lairge
enough to tempt a member of the
Local Legislature to make this coa
venient arrangement; so Estimftes
were introduced largely increasing the
salary. The next step was an applica-
tion from the Department of th'
Minister of Justice to the Inspectors ('

Penitentiaries, to report Mr. DunkIL
the Warden of the Halifax Penitenlt

ýI from Offce.(COMMONS.]



[FaBRUART 22, 1877.]

ary, for superannuation; but they
said: "We cannot do it." Fortu-
nately for the country theywere honest
nen, and were not disposed to lend
themselves to an act so unjustifiable as
to burden the public revenue of the
country in order to make places or
positions for anybody. They said : "We
cannot do it. If you want a report we
will give it ; but, in justice, we will
have to say he is the ablest public
officer we have in the Dqminion, "-I
do not speak of his age. But they
were then told they need not make a
report at all. I can establish that by
one of these Inspectors themselves,
who vill come before a.ny Committee
of this House and testify to this state
ment. Look at these laws for super-
annuation. You find an enermous
increase in the amount voted by Par-
liament for superannuation, and how is
it disposed of ? Mr. Dunkin is super-
annuated to-day, and at an enormous
increase over the amount to which
he is entitled by the Superannuation
Act, because he must be got rid of for
this purpose. In the first place, the
whole spirit of the Superannuation Act,
which requires men to continue to
discharge their duties as long as they
are able to discharge them. whatever
thoir age, is violated ; and, in the second
place, a much larger amount is given
than is required, in order to quiet this
gentleman. My right hon friend from
Kingston was defeated s>me few
years ago in carrying a vote through
the House for the financial offices
in Halifax. The hon. gentlemen
o1ppoite mustered their forces and
att·ked the Government on this. No
'coner, however, did the Government
change hands than it vas found that
this sum was not large enough, and a
considerably inereased vote was grant-
ed. It was large enough at that time
to maintain the public service in the
nost efficient way, but it was not
large enough to meet the wants of hon.
gentlemen opposite in supplying places
1br their friends. Their first act was,
therefore, to increase the vote on
Vhich they had defeated the late Gov-
ernnent-a defeat which had been
subnitted to with that grace which the
late Government always showed when
their views were not supported by the
IOuse. Then, Charles Edward Ratch-

ford, who is now able to go into Mr.
Langton's office and do bis duty, a man
physically and intellectually strong,
and able and ready to perform any
duty the public service may require, is
p ensioned off. He was Assistant

eceiver-General at Halifax ; he had
been five years in office, and his salary
was $ 1,600 a year. The Public Accounts
show that he, in the full vigour of his
intellect and of his body, is put on the
Superannuation Fund at between $700
and $800-double the amount that the
law would allow. The reason given
for his siuperannuation is age, and yet
this very Government who super-
annuated him on account of age, and
gave him double the amount of money
he was entitled to by law, have made
him the manager of the Savings Bank
in the county of Cumberland, at the
village of Amherstburg-an office, the
duties of which, if he is not in the full
possession of his intellectual vigour,
he is wholly unfitted to perform. I
think hon. gentlemen, under these cir-
cumstances, had better be careful about
challenging these criticisms here.
which they know have only to be pre-
sented to the free and intelligent
electors of this country, in order to
bring, day by day, that condemnation
from the hands of the constituencies
of this country which they know only
too well awaits them.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.

After Recess.
31r. BLAKE : Mr. Speaker, I am

sure that both sides of the House
will join in the regret that I venture
to express at that irregularity which
has characterized a debate of this
character on a motion such as that
which is now before you. The motion
which is before you is one for papers
connected with the dismissal of three
persons who held small appointments,
I need not say not of a character involv-
ing al their time, inasmuch as all the
emoluments connected with them were
$60 dollars a year, and, upon that
motion, the hon. member for Cumber-
land thought fit to take occasion to
refer to a motion which had been carried
immediately before and to discuss in
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very strong ternis the re presentations
whieh had been made by my hon.
friend from Victoria upon the occasion
of the preceding motion. To that
irregular course it is due that the
débate was subsequently adjourned,
and that we bave spent the botter part
of this day in the discussion of a matter
which is not properly before the House.
I venture to hope, Sir, that the great
extent of inconvenience to which this
irregularity bas upon this occasion
given rise will induce the House to
sustain you for the future in confining
hon. members to that whieh is more
properly before the louse upon the
occasion of their speaking. I have also
to express my regret at the tone in
which hon. gentlemen opposite have
thought fit- to conduet this debate. I
think it is unfortunate that it should
have been conducted with such vio-
lence of language and such acrimony
of temper. I had hoped, and I still
hope, that the general current of our
debates will be distinguisbed by
opposite characteristies, and that we
shall be able in the midst of all our
political contentions, even when they
corne to that most disagreeable point
of any hon. member's public duty
involving censure upon another public
man, to conduct them in a different
spirit and in other tones than bas
eharacterized this attack upon the
Government which the hon. members
for Kingston and for Cumberland have
been engaged in to-day. Now, Sir,
before we go to what is not before you
properly, let me touch on vhat it
before you properly. The motion is
for papers connected with the dismissal
ofthese three officers. My hon. friend
the Minister of Customs, in whose De-
partment these officials were, stated to
the House, in answer to the averment
of the hon. member for Victoria, that
these persons were engaged as boat-
men, that two of them were men of
advanced age-and he gave their ages
-that they had for two or three years
not been in a boat at all, that, being
engaged as boatmen, they had not been
in a boat, and that under these circum-
stances-their years unfitting tbem for
the duty, and the duty not having been
discharged-it was reported to him,
cither by correspondence or by a re-
port-he said lie co4 not tell which,

Mr. BLAKE.

but one way or other the information
reached him, by letter or report-that
this was the state of things, and, for
the efticiency of the service, these me
were i eplaced byothers. To the thirdi
no objcetion was alleged on the score
of age. He happened to be a son oi
the hon. inenmber for Victoria, and is,
I beli ve, a young man ; but the hon.
the M inister of Customs stated of him
that le was engaged in trade at the
port of which he was also an officer iii
the Customs, in the boat service, and
that it was ineonsistent with his duty,
as such officer at $60 a year, that lie
shculd be engaged in trade, for very
ob% ious reasons. He made no imputa-
tion against the officer of actual mis-
corduct, but I am sure that every fair
and candid man in the House will sûe
that it is not proper for one dealing ii
imported articles at a port to be a pre-
ventive officer at that port. These are
the three men who have been replaced
by othiers, my bon. friend says, ou
information of this character and sim-
ply and solely for the efficiency of the
service. The member for Victoria
charged that they were dismissed be-
cause they had voted for him. The
Minister of Customs stated in the House
that be did not know and had never
been informed for whom these men
voted, or what were their political
views, and, that distinct statement
being made, the hon. meinber for Vic-
toria not having been able to fortify
the expression of his opinion by any
evidence here to-day, not having as yet
done so at any rate, I apprehend that,
for the time at least, and I believe
for all time, the House will be dis-
posed to accept the statement of my
bon. friend the Minister of Customs.
At any rate we may ask the House to
accept that statoment until the
positive statement of a Minister
of the Crown that no such motives
actuated him, and that he had no mai-
terial on which to act on such motives,
has been disproved. But two other
things are to be remembered. If I arn
rightly informed, the vote in Nova
Seotia at that election was by
ballot. It that be so, it is very
clear that it was not likelV the
Minister, or any one eise, 'would
know for whoi these three persons
did vote. Still more, amongst the alile-
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grations which the lion. member for
Curnberland made was this, that the
hon. member for Victoria had been
returiedi to this House as an indepen-
dent supporter of the Government, and
that that was bis attitude while he was
here ; if that be trac, and it was made
in the hon. gentleman's presence by
his friend, and, I suppose, present
leader, the inember for Cumberland,
could there be any such motives ? If a
Minister of the Crown should so far
degrade himself, should so far step
down froni the high position he occu-
pies, should so far disgrace himself as
to do what is alleged, could it be so
when the hon. member came to Par-
Iliment to support the very gentlemen
f'or voting for whom he says these
men were dismissed ? Under these
circumstances, at this time, and in this
state of the case, 1 think prudence,
discretion and fiair play would have
left this matter where it was, seeing
that papers had been asked for and
pronised, and that no evidence had
been brought forward at the moment
against the statements of my hon.
fliend the Minister of Customs, until
ie time when the evidence was
breught forward, or the papers should
give occasion for fresh criticism. But,
Sir, the debate was enlarged. The
tone and temper in which the bon.
member for Cumberland conducted it
led to a suggestion from my lion. friend
the First Minister that these were
not the persons to accuse. Now, Sir,
I quite agree in the proposition
of the hon. member for Kingston,
who, this afternoon, abandoning
ail defence, for the moment at
any rate, of the conduct and career of
his Administration, agreeing that if
we pleased we might consign hin-
I know not where, or at any rate I
will not say-said that, while we might
justly do so, that was no excuse for us.
It is no excuse that, if one man does
wrong, another man should do wrong;
but men are so constituted ordinarily
that the blush of shame will man-
tle the cheek of the accuser, who is
convicted of having done ten-fold that
of whieh he accuses his neighbour.
It does not lie in the mouth of those
who have coumitted enormous offences
of the character of the trivialities they
charge against others to be the ac-

cusers; and that agrees with the view,
" Let him that is without sin cast the
first stone." But, although I aver, and
I believe the common sense of man-
kind will agree, that it is not notorious
sinners who are to turn accusers of
others, and that they had better, as I
said this afternoon, if they believe and
confess themselves to be publicans, and
that to the name of publican which
bas made it reputablie instead of
infamous-repentance and confession ;
and, although the common sense of
mankind will agrce 1hat such notorious
publicans, not repentant or confessing,
but glorying in their crimes, are not
the persons to be the accusers of
others, yet still w-e are contented t>
accept the accusation fron the bands
of any man, however much ho ouglht
to be debarred from speaking on any
such subject, and to answer the accusa-
tion from whatever quarter it may
cone. We do not justify ourselves,
acknowledging anything to be wrong,
because the hon. gentleman was in-
finitely more wrong; and I should
have thought it not worth while, under
these circumstances, to discuss the
hon. gentleman's defence, because I
admit that, if lie was wrong, that is n>
excuse for our being wrong, but that
he stated certain general principles
upon this subject in the course of his
justification which I consider it is not
fit should remain without discussion,
and such an answer as I believe should
be given to them. Sir, you vill re-
member the condition in which the
political situation of this country was
in the month of October, 1873. You wili
remember that the excitement which
bad ensued ever since charges were
made against hon. gentlemen opposite
in the spring of that year, which had
been increasing owing to various
circumstances during the whole of that
year in the progress of the develop-
ments which took place, was, about the
20th or 22nd of October, almost culmin-
ating in the expectation of the meet-
ing of Parliament, which was sum-
moned for the 23rd of that month.
Now, Sir, before we discuss the
reasoning applicable to the conduct
of the hon. gentlemen in re-
ference to the appointments, let
us see a litle what the facts were.
Upon the 13th many persons were
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appointed; upon the 18th a very large
number of persons were appointed ;
upon the 21 it many more officers were
appointed. Among these were Mr.
Crawford, a member of this House, to
be Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario;
Mr. Tilley, also a member of this House
.and Finance Minister, to be Lieutenant-
Governor of New Brunswick ; and Mr.
Macdonald, also a Minister and mem-
ber of this fHouse, to be Judge of the
Superior Court of Nova Scotia. It
appears there also were appointed a
number of persons as County Court
Judges in Ontario. On the same day
Mr. Kerr was removed from the Am-
herst collectorship and made Inspector
of Customs for Nova Scotia, and with
commendable promptness the hon.
member for Cumberland recommended
Dr. Waltham Tupper as his successor
on that day. On the same day also
Mr. Chalmer was appointed Shipping
Master at Quebec and Mr. Higham
Chief of River Police at Quebec. I state
these appointments as samples; the
full list is too long to weary the House
with. The hon. member for Cumber-
land, reinforcing the argument of the
hon. member for Kingston, stated
that it was not a matter of privi-
lege but a high and most solemu
duty for an out-going Government
to fulfil the pledges that it might have
nade to various persons to nominate

them to office. le extolled it into a
sort of sacred function to be performed
at the moment of dissolution, to be
performed at the time when the mind
is filled with solemn thoughts, and
ainimated by a desire to make amends
for the sins of the man's political life,
corresponding somewhat to the case of
natural dissolution; and the high and
solein duties to be performed on
the eve of political dissolution the hon.
member sums up in these words, "You
must take care of your friends under
these circumstances." Just as, if the
hon. gentleman were expecting to
leave this sublunary sphere, ho might
feel it to be his duty to divide his pro-
perty among his relatives and friends,
so he says, when about to depart in a
political sense, he felt it to be his duty
to consider those relatives, friends and
supporters, and dispense among them
that portion of the good things of
which he was-not the owner, but the
# Mr. BLAKE.

trustee for the public. That is the
hon. gentleman's exalted notion of the
functions of a retiring Ministry. Let
us, thon, apply these facts to what took
place on the 21st and 22nd October.
The late Government had not many
votes to spare at that time, and they
knew it. When about to meet Par-
liament they were quite aware that
for some time previous they had been
in a very critical position. On the
day before the meeting of Parliament
-I understand it met on the 23rd
-they, it seems, determined to de-
prive themselves of three of their
supporters in this louse, including
two Ministers, one of whom was the
Minister of Finance, perhaps the most
important officer in tho Government
next to its leader. The Government
is determined in the discharze of this
sacred duty to deprive themselves, I
say, of the votes and of the assistance
by speech upon the floor of this
House of these three gentlemen.
They determined to meet in the
House a mutilated Administration,
with two of its members lopped off
and an important independent mem-
ber out of his seat. They were so
determined to do this, that they made
the nomination of the chief among
these three-Mr. Tilley-during his
absence, before he had reached this
place, while ho was yet at sea, with-
out communicating with him, and
without knowing whether he would
or would not accept the high office
to which, by Order in Council,
approved by His Excellency, ho was
formally appointed on the 22nd Octo-
ber, with the other gentlemen towhom
I have referred. Now, that is their
statement. They must pardon me if I
am somewhat incredulous as to the
accuracy of their recollection at this
distant date. The fact is clear that
they did determine te make these ap-
pointments, because we have an Ordel
in Council showing they were made oW
that day, but my conviction has been
that they were made on that day
because at that time they had detel-
mined not to meet Parliament. That
is my belief-that is my conviction. I
cannot think that at that time and
under those circumstances,they deliber-
ately determined to pass an Order in
Council appointing two leading meml-
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bers of the Administration to offices
which rendered their seats vacant, and
also an important member of the House
to an office which rendered his seat
vacant, intending to meet Parliament
and carry themselves through and sus-
min themselves. They then, I believe,
intended to leave office, and it was in
the agonies of that dissolution, after-
wards protracted for a few un-
happy days and finally consummated
on the 5th November, in my opinion,
these appointments were made,
Strong though the evidence may be
which the hon. member for Cumber-
land has given us of their carelessness
writh regard to political principle and
their determination to make whatever
use of the power with which they
were entrusted, provided they could
save themselves, I can hardly con-
ceive that at the time they nominated
these gentlemen, they determined this
-which is the other alternative-to
appoint these gentlemen, to meet Par-
liament with two vacancies ii the
Adniinistration, and one in the Ilouse,
to place these gentlemen so appointed
befbre the publie as members of P>ar-
hiament still, two as Ministers and one
a1s an independent niember; to utilize
:hem, and afterwards, when the strug-
gie should have ceased, to annonnce
:he appointments. It is true that
afterwards, baving changed what in
my opinion was their intention at the
tie the appointments were made,
they were driven to that course. The
(overnnent could not spare the men.

if they could have spared them, no
doubt the Gazette would have shown
ithe appointments ; no doubt the
vacancies in, the House would
have been announced, and the
Ministerial changes which succeed
vacancies taken place; but having alter-
cd their determination, and having in
the meantime made the appointments,
the Government concealed those ap-
POintments, presented to the House
and the country those three gentle-
'nen having a right to sit here as Min-
isters and meinbers, and used them up
to the vloie of the struggle, until ulti-
lately obligedtoresign. then itturned

Out that, during the whole of the strug-
gle, We had phantom Ministers of Fi-
nance and In land Revenue, and a phan-
tom member for West Toronto. and

15

those gentlemen were not Ministers and
memlie:s, but Governors and Judges
forsooth. It was then and under these
circamstpances that these appointments
were made ; and I want to know how
the bon. member for Cumberland can
reconcile with the high views which he
now enunciates with respect to the
independence of Parliament the fact
that these gentlemen should have been
sitting here during that struggle. The
hon. gentleman has discussed the ques-
tion of the position which Mr. Ross
would have occupied in the Hlouse had
he succeeded, in the contest in Victoria.
He bas pointed ont that it would
have been a most flagrant violation
of the independence of Parliament
if Mr. Ross had sat here. le has said
that, although Mr. Ross was relieved
of his contract, he would still have
been interested in some way in it, and
the spirit, if not the letter, of the law
as to the independence of Parliament
would have been infringed. Ifso, what
was the position of Mr. Tilley, Mr. Mac-
donald and Mr. Crawford? The bon.
gentleman says Mr. Tilley did not
know anythi ng about his appointment
until his arrival here. Perhaps Mr.
Tilley and Mi. Macdonald, sitting at
the Executive Council Board, did not
know what Orders in Council passed;
had not the least idea thev were Gov-
ernor and Judge respectively; had not
the least idea of the animated and
exciting struggle in which they were
engaged, and, as the hon. gentleman
the rieutenant-Governor of New
Brunswick said, I recollect very well,
in his speech after the opening of the
bouse, on the question which caused
the fall of the Administration, he had
determined to stick to the ship. So he
did for forty-eight hours longer, until
the ship bud got liard and fast agrou nd,
when he ound lie had a life
belt around bim, with which he
got safe to shore. A part of
the code of so-called honour in the days
of the code duello forbade either of tae
contestants wearing a coat of chain-
mail or a band of silkz which might
prevent the stab being fatal to him.
That was not the situation in which
those three gentlemen were placed.
They were not to suffer, whoever lost;
they were here to fight, but notto lose-
they were here to win. Were these
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the only terms on which their services
could be retained ? Or what was the
reason which kept them here to fight
that battle when they bad no longer
any right to sit in this House ? The
hon. member for Kingston justifies
these and other appointments which
were made at a much later date, and
to a much larger extent by reasoning
and by reasons. le says that an Ad-
ministration in England bas filled
offices after they had resigned but
before there successors were appointed,
and he points to the case of the appoint-
ment of the late Lord Mayo. I do
not remember whether anything was
said in Parliament regarding it,
but I do recollect that it was
made the occasion of very con-
siderable, extended and unfavourable
criticism throughout the country in
which it was made. But the right hon.
gentleman's argument was that a re-
tiring Government was bound and enti-
tled to fill such offices as the exigencies
of the public service require. In that
argument I agree ; we differ upon the
question of exigency. iMinisters are
entrusted with the responsible office of
advising the Crown as to who shall be
appointed to situations in the public
service. Their advice is, under our
system, necessarily to be accepted; the
Crown itself bas no responsibility in
this or in such like matters. The
advice of the Ministers is accepted
because they are responsible; it is the
advice of responsible Ministers that is
taken. The security of the country is
that responsibility. Those hon.members
who come from Ontario will reeolleet
that a great part of the battle of
responsible Governmont was fought
out on this very point of the right of
Ministers to nominate to office, and that
this caused the discussion during which
the leader of the Liberal Administration
resigned and brought to the test the
question whether the country should
have some one who should be responsi-
ble to it for the administration of the
patronage. Why should this not beo?
What executive act can be more
important, what consequences more
lasting, for good or ill, than these
appointments to high offices. The
tenure of political lifb is short and
uncertain. The people can place and
disploce the politician at compara-

Mr. BLAKE.

tively short notice. The good ho
accomplishes does not always save
him from displacement; the evil ho
inflicts does not always secure speedy
displacement. His position is entirely
different from that of a person in a
permanent office in the public service.
And, therefore, while this is a high
and an important function-a fune-
tion the consequences of the exercise
of which are very lasting for good or
evil-it is necessary that it should be
exercised with regard to that one
condition which alone makes its
exercise tolerable, viz., that it is
exercised by Ministers responsible
and feeling their responsibility to the
country. What in these days and in
this country is the measure of this
responsibility? Simply this, that if
Ministers fail to discharge their
duties according to the view of
the country, they are displaced
from office and driven from power.
The security consists in the power
to drive the Minister from office,
which is the extreme punishment that
can now be inflicted for the abuse of
the power of office. To what extent,
Mr. Speaker, does that responsibility
and that security exist in the face of an
Administration then in the throes of
dissolution, and on the point of resign-
ing, and being punished for their
crimes, or for other reasons ? An
Administration so situated should only
make appointments until their succes-
sors are electod ; and this, under such
circumstances, is the only security that
the people possess, and the only
security which exists. Under that
general principle, Sir, it fails, and no
Ministry which bas resigned should
mako a single appointment to office
I lay that down as a sound constitu-
tional rule. A Government at such
a stage of its existence should
only carry on such things as are
absolutely necessary to be donc, and,
as to such matters alone, they may
give advice, pending the appointment
of their successors. That, in my opin-
ion, is the true and constitutional rule.
The hon. gentleman adverts, it is truc,
to precodents, and says that in Eng
land Ministers, after having resigned,
make peers. This is quite true, and the
hon. gentlemen have that precedent i
and, when they were in the throes Of
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dissolution, they tooi, Sir, accepted the
resignation of one of our peers, and
appointed a son, son-in-law, or some
one, as a successor. In this they fol-
lowed precedent, and Mr. Trudel sits
now in the Upper House by virtue of
that precedent to which the hon.
gentleman bas alluded. We should
view precedents by the light of reason,
and not by the light of expediency,
and if they happen to be mischievous,
let us nDot be bound by them. I suppose
the hon. gentleman will not deny
that there is some progress in the
world, and some progress with refe-
rence to political doctrines and views ;
Ind I suppose he will not deny that
transactions, which were esteemed
honourable and indeed laudable in
iboer days, under a different system.
become diqhonourable and blamewor-
thy. I suppose ho would not advance
his private views, whatever they may
be on the subject,-I would not pre-
sume to intrude upon them-but I do
not think that he would to-day pro-
pose a recurrence to the "rotten
borough " system. I do not suppose
that he would think it right-openly
and avowedly at any rate -to buy
a seat in Parliament any more, and yet
we know that tseats in Parliamont were
once bought by honourable and honest
men; and that in England some time
ago-and not so vory long ago-mon
who to-day are esteemed as venerable
and worthy, complied with the cus-
toms of that time, and acted according
to the light of that time, and purchased
seats in Parliament, using the only
imeans by which a Ministry could then
govern the nation. They have, how -
ever, advanced in England a good
deal, and those doctrines which pre-
vailed in the time of Walpole, and in
later tines, no longer prevail. I
would not say anything on this
occasion, if I can avoid it, which should
mi thle slightest degree injure the
feelings of any hon. gentlemen, and I
will not enter further on topics that
lay occur to the mind of any man
touching this subject ; but I do say,

that upon the grounds I
have stated, we are nDot at this time of
day to be driven from the field of
reason, right and common sense, by
reference to precelents. The bon.gentleman has referred to the fact that

Earl Grey, a highly honourable noble-
man, whose life was one long exhibi-
tion of political honour and virtue,
thought it right to defend the practice,
not merely to give offices, but to give
offices to his relatives. Well, do we
not know that such was the condition
of the aristocracy in England at that
time, and such their hopes of public
service, that there had been developed
a regular system of parcelling offices
among Ministers' relatives, and the
dependents of Ministers ; and that
this rractice was then considered ajusti-
fiable custom; and, indeed, during a
later period, the great families par-
celled out the offices and the patronage
and emoluments of State to a large
extent among themselves. Such was
the state of things then, but such is not
the state of things in England now ;
therefore, Sir, whether the hon. gen-
tleman sustains himself by the sugges-
tion that an Administration which has
resigned is justified in giving offices, or
whether by the old rule ofgiving offices
to the friends and relatives of Ministers,
I say that common sense rebukes it;
that the conscience should rebuke it;
and that the sense of the House
and of the country is against
any such practice. Tried by this
principle, and the general proposition
that retiring Administrations have for-
feited tho security which alone justi-
fies the exercise of patronage, Cabinets
under such circumstances ought not to
bestow offices, qualified by the excep-
tion that the service of the State may
require some offices to be filled, when,
these being the only persons who
could advise the Crown, this may be
done ; but I say that, tried by these
principles, the list which is contained
in this book is a condemnation forever
of the men who caused to be filled the
offices of that day and of that time.
Was the Lieutenant-Governorship of
New Brunswick then necessary to
be filled ? Was that Judgeship,
which had at that time been
vacant so long, necessary to be filled ?
Was the Lieutenant-Governorship of
Ontario, of which its respected
incumbent was still in possession,
necessary to be filled? and was the
other Junior Judgeship necessary tobe
filled ? Why, Sir, I had to answer the
h n. gentleman with reference to one
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of the Judges. le wanted to know
why I had not filled the Senior Judge-
ship, and I had to tell him that the
Junior Judge reported to the First
Minister that he alone could discharge
the whole judicial duties of the county,
and that there was no necessity of
having two Judges there. Let us go a
little further. We have heard some
talk of improper superannuations and
of appointments to offices filled Up at
higlh salaries. Amongst these appoint-
ments I find the niames of Russell,
Highami, and Chaloner. There was
an officer in Quebec who was Shipping
Master and Chief of Police; and his
salary was $1,200 a year. He was
superannuated, in the discharge of the
high and holy duty the lion. member
for Cumberland talks of ; and two offi-
ces were created, Chaloner being ap
pointed Shipping Master, with a salary
of $1,600 a year, and Captain Iigh am
Chief of Police, also with a salary
of $1,000 per annurn, involving an
expenditure of $3,200 to ensuro the
performance of duties which liad been
previously attended to by a single
individulal with a salary of $1200 a year.
Well, now, if I had been in the lion.
gentleman's position, I should bave
beeri disposed to consider whether it
was not possi ble for Mr. Russell to have
been retained a few days longer,
until somebody really responsible to
the people, and N-ho imight be
effectually called to account for
what they did, were iii a position to
advise the Crown whether Mr. lussell
should be superannuated and replaced
by two officers, each receiving a higber
salary than the single incumbent who
preceded them. Well, Sir, I have heard
all that the lion. gentleman referred
to in the case of Mr. Tilley, and
of those other gentlemen sitting in
Council, and passing Orders in Council.
appointing themselves to offices; and
he said, using the same argumentum
ad h -minen his colleague and leader
repudiated a moment before:-" You
criticise such cases; why, yon are not
in a position to do so; one Minister of
Justice was appointed by you to bo
Chief Justice of Quebec, and another
Minister ofJustice, after having carried
through the Bill establishing the
Supreme Court, was, some months sub-
sequently, appointed one of its Judres.

Mr. BLAKE.

MO1(NS.] from Ofice.

These are parallel cases. If there was
any impropriety in these two gentle-
men occupying these benches with
offices in their pocket, you, at any
rate, cannot say anything, becanse the
respected names of Dorion and Four-
nier are placed in the same category."
No, Sir; lar from it. Now, Sir, it has
been said once and atgain in this lousc
that there was some understandilg
with reflerence to Mr. Dorion's appoint-
ment during the Session of Parliament;
iai it will be remembered that tei

hon. nember for Kingston, upon one
occasion, indicated somethiîlng of that
kind across the House to my honoured
friend Mr. Dorion, than whon no man
has in our day stood higher in this
counitry, or been treated with greater
reveronce by cither foc or friend; and
lie answered openly aind at once
that there was no truth wrhat-
ever in the statement. At that
time, Sir, I was occupying the position
of a private member, and I did not
know what passod in the Councils of
the Government ; but I had formed a
very strong opinion that it would be a
fit and proper thing that Mr. Porion
should be offered the Chief Justiceship
of bis own Province. I was not in
political life at the time, but I knew
that on a former occasion, when, after a
long struggle, he and his friends had
sncceeded to power, he being Attorney-
General, the Chief Justiceship had
fallen vacant; and that helad deoclined
on that occasion to accept that high
and honourable object of a lawyer's
ambition, because ho thought that
necessity required him to romain in
public life. Knowing tiat ny honouredI
and beloved friend-and I am sure I
speak for every man who knew him
when I use that term-knowing, I say,
that in 1872 he had desired to retire
from political life and had left the
country stating that ho would not
return to Parliament, and that ho had
beea elected by his friends in his
absence against his will, I thougliht it
was a fitting thing that Mr. Dorion
should receive the honour of the Chiel
Justiceship of Quebec; and he was
invited to crown, if he so pleased, an
honourable and a laborious political
career by taking the highest seat Of
justicein his Province. Idid not tvlk to
hin about it, but, being on intimate
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ternis with some ofhis friends, I spoke to
them. I found that they shared these
views. I was told by one of them who
had mentioned the subject to Mr. Dor-
Ion that he understood no sucb appoint-
ment would be accepted by hin. My
own impression was, when I leit
Ottawa at the close of the Session,
that, in case that offer was made-
although it was never understood
thiat it was to be Made, or was
agreed to be made,-he would de-
eline it. These were the circum-
stances which my personal knowledge
enables me to mention with reference
to our friend who now fills that bon-
ourable position. It was perfectly
right and proper that Mr. Dorion
shîould receive that offer at a conve-
nient and fitting season, as my lion.
friend subsequent to the Session made
it to him. And it was equally fitting
that he should, as he did, on the repre-
;-entation of bis friends, greatly regret-
ted as was his retirement, accept the
pcsition. What is there in that tran-
saction, in that lionourable close of an
honourable career, to compare with the
transactions which we have been dis-
cussing this evening ? As to my hon.
friend the Minister of Justice who pre-
eeded me, I know I am enabled to
MSpeak with positiveness that there was
io talk of his being appointed a Judge

Of the Suprene Cour t until very long
after the close of the Session; and there
is no pretence for insinuation that
there was a design that he should fill
the office. It was also fitting that
lie, a leading lawyer of Lower
'Canada, should have an opportunity at
a convenient season of doing service to
Lis country in the exalted position in
which ho is now placed. That is not
a case to be mentioned in the same
breath, on the same occasion, in the
sane discussion as that to which we
have been referring. The bon. member
for Cumberland mentioned by way ofre-
crimination some other nominations
of the Government, or rather some
other superannuations. He referred
to the case of the Warden of Halifax.
That appointment is one for which the
hon. gentleman, I suppbse, is largely
responsible. The law upon the subject
Of superannuations entitles the Gov-
ernment, without furtber Cause, to place
t-nyperson on the list who bas attained

the age of 60, or who bas become
capacitated by bodlily infirmities from
performing his duty. It -was also
indicated tlhat the Goývernor in Council
mbht deal with a servant by way of
superannuiatioi after ten years' service.
-But the attainment of the age of 60 or
incapaeity after a certain service en-
titled to superannuation. And why ?
Because, although the officer may not
be absolutely incapacitated at 60 years.
that was presumably the age at which
incapacity miglut be expected.

Mr. TUPPER: A minimum ?

Mr. BLAKE : No, because with
bodily intirmity you could do so earlier;
but it is discretionary at 60. The
Order in Council, which bon. gentlemen
passed not very long before the ap-
pointment of Mr. Dunkin, provided
certain regulations. It provided, in sub-
stance, that an officer who had at-
tained the age of 65 could only be
be retained in the service upon a special
report of the head of the Department.
There was a presumed incapacity at
the age of 65, requiring an atirmative
report of the head of the Department.
And this order was of course repeated
every year after the age of 65. Such
was the state of the law in reference to
superannuation of civil servants at the
period of Mr. Dunkin's appointment.
Parliament decided, at the instance of
hon. gentlemen opposite, that it is quite
likely at the age of 65 that a man is
not able to pertorm his duty. Never-
theless these same gentle men uappointed
Mr. Dunkin to office at the mature age
of 67-seven years beyond the time at
which, if he had been in the publie
service, he might have been superan-
uated without further proof, and two
years after the time when it would
require a special report from the head
of the Department for him to remain
in his position. The office was that of
Warden of the Penitentiary, an office
which I venture to say, with some
knowledge of the requisites, demands
very great physical as well as mental
vigour. This is a position which
ought to be filled by a man of great
strength and commanding will. It
is only a few months ago that the War-
den of one of our Penitentiaries was
attacked and might have been danger-
ous lv wounded; but, having those
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special physical qualifications, he
was able himself to suppress what
might otherwise have attained to
a general riot, occurring as it did
among 400 or 500 convicts. I do not
speak of what Mi. Dunkin's physical
or mental abili.ties were. i know
nothing of him; but I do say thit, if
the House will consider for an instant
what the requ'sites of a Warden of a
Penitentiary are, it will agree with
me that he is a man that should be
appointed at the prime of life, and
such an officer should then be of vig-
orous constitution. True, Mr. Dun-
kin may have been of such exceptional
character that at the age of 67 it was
to be expected that he would retain
for a reasonable number of years the
qualities which a man is likely to lose
at 60. But I shall not believo it until I
have 'a well-authenticated surgical
report of the fact. This is the gentle-
man who was superannuated at " three
score-and-ten." My predecessor in
office, if I am correctly informed,
made a recommendation on which the
superannuation was based. Although
I have not seen the paper, I am told
he referred to the supposition that
there must have been sone
peculiar qualifications vhich led to
the lato Administration appointing a
man 67 years of' age to this par-
ticular office. I suppose that was the
charitable presumption under the cir-
cumstances. Perhaps the right hon.
member for Kingston will, however,
seeing the corner in which he is
placed, vindicate this appointment,
and perhaps the late Minister of
Justice will be disposed to say
that this man of 67 had some
peculiar qualifications which made
this a proper appointment which
otherwise would have been nothing
less than scandalous. Of the other
cases to which the hon. gentle-
man alluded I know nothing whatever,
and, therefore, I will say nothing. My
hon. friend the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries informs me that this Order
in Council of the 23rd October, 1873,
to which I have alluded, included
appointments under the Wreck and
Salvage Act, which came into opera-
tion on the lst January, 1874. And
my hon. friend tells me that one of
them, James Kerr, is the same James

Mr. BLAKE.

Kerr who was appointed Inspector.
This is a sample of the cases in which
the hon. member for Cumberland says
the exigencies of the public service, in
the high and holy duty to which the-
hon. member devoted himself, abso-
lutely required that the expiring Min-
isters should nominate under an A-t
not in force. These appointments
were cancelled, and I do not believe,
if the bon. gentleman was to move a
resolution that they were justifiable,
that he would find even the men
behind him following him.

Mr. MITCHELL : Will the hon.
gentleman allow me to ask what wero
the salaries attached to the appoint-
ments ?

Mr. BLAKE: I know not; I believe
they were paid by fees.

Mr. TUPPER: Hear, hear.
Mr. BLAKE: That is the point. It

is then adjudged lawful to appoint an
officer, if he was paid by fees and not by
salary. I quite admit, Sir, that the
officers could not draw for fees or
salary until the 1st January, 1874,
because the Act was not in force until
then. I am obliged to admit tney
never received any remuneration,
because they were turned out before
the office could be legally filled.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: They
were wrecked upon this occasion.

Mr. BLAKE: You sec what errors
a man falls into who becomes a zealot
and a bigot in the discharge of a high
and holy dnty. It is truc they were
wrecked; tbey did not escape,while the
great fish I have referred to were able
te get safely to land. The hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland gave us an inter
esting and edifying account of his
career as a Nova Scotian. I have ad-
dressed the hon. the Minister of Militia
as a Nova Scotian also. I should have
thought, air, the hon. member fbr
Cumberland inight have found enoug.,
as a history, in the period since we
have been more acquainted with hilu
as a public man, after Confederation.
without dragging us back to Noval
Scotia, with which wo have no more
to do than with Ontario or Quebee
before 1867. We are not discussing
the legislation which Doctor Tupper
-as the hon. gentleman was known
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beforo 1867-accomplished befbre Con-

federation. I am sure, from the tone
and manner in which the bon. gentle-
man spoke, that ho might have said
anuch more in favour of himself. How-
ever, there was one public Act, very
closely connected with Confederation,
to which ho did allude, and upon which
he challenged my applause; and it is
the only point to which I shall refer.
I do not care who supported it, who
voted for it, who is responsible for
it. I never will admit any responsi-
bility, for I never will defend the
course pursued in making a change
in the Constitution equivalent
to a revolution, without the people
having an opportunity of expressing
their opinion upon it. There was a great
concurrence of sentiment in favour of
the Union. In the Province of Ontario
the people were-I will not say unani-
mously, although appearances led
almost in that direction-but prepon-
deratingly in favour of the Union. But
this was not the case elsewhere; and
the existence of a preponderating
majority in one or two Provinces,
Ontario and Quebec, did not, in ny
opinion, render it right that that great
change amounting to a revolution
should have been adopted by Parlia-
ment without the people being called
to signify their opinion upon it. Mis-
chief did not ensue in Ontario, because
the people in favour of it predominated.
But mischief did ensue in Nova Scotia,
and the mischief was not confined to
Nova Scotia-mischief from which the
Dominion lias suffered, from which
Nova Scotia bas suffered, fron which
the prospects and hopes of Union have
suffered, which bas led to difficulties
inevitable and inexorable. I believe,
although the hon. gentleman was sus-
tained by a majority in the House, that
he did not go to the country because
he apprehended, at any rate, that he
would not be sustained by such a
majority. I think all the circum-
stances, as far as I have been able to
gather them in reference to Nova
Scotia, were safficient to indicate
that the majority of the hon.
gentleman did not refleet the pub-
lic voie 0 upon that particular question.
And it would have been infinitelv bot-
ter for Nova Scotia, it would have been
infinitely botter for Canada, it would

have been infinitely better: for the
cause of Constitutional Government
and liberty throughout the entire
world, so far as our humble example
can influence the world, if that unfor-
tunate precedent had not been set. I
am assuming the worst. Defeated for
a time, the measure would have passed
in time. Does the hon. member for
Cumberland say we ought to have
taken Nova Scotia into the Union
against ber will? Yes, for he did
it. But I blame him for it. It would
have been infinitely botter to have de-
layed the matter for a year or two.
Look at what happened in your own
Province, Mr. Speaker. There was a
majority at first against Union, but
that majority was finally decreased
into a rninority. A great constitu-
tional change like this ought to pro-
ceed slowly; it ought to ripen by
degrees; it ought to be accompanied
and preceded by an ample discussion
before the people as well as in the halls
of legislation. These are my views
upon that subject. I do not care whom
they may compromise. I say it is no
laurel upon the hon. gentlemian's
brow, no feather in his cap that ho
made use of his majority to drag Nova
Scotia against ber vill into the Union,
thus making heart-burnings from
which we have not yet recovered.
Now, Sir, 1 do not follow, as I have
said, the hon. gentleman upon this
subject. I do not enter into his Nova
Scotia politics; I do not enter
into that, which I take was a
laboured eulogy upon his acts in his
former capacity. But I pass to the
irregular part of this debate. I pass
to the subject of the other motion
which had been carried, and upon
which the bon. gentleman's comments
were made, and which las produced
this discussion. The bon. gentleman
w-as not satisfied with reminding the

¶louse of what hon. mcmbers had said
in the Hiouse ; ho entered into what
gentlemen said outside the louse.

Mr. TUPPER : In the presence of
the contractor.

Mr. BLAKE: The hon. gentleman
preferred to read a report as evidence
of the views of the lion. member for
Victoria, although that hon. gentle-
man is very well able and not at all
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reluctant to give us his views himself.
It appears from the paper which has
been put into my han ·s that some part
Of itreferred to his sentiments towards
the Governmont. I do not say ali, but
I do not recollect exaetly what precise
point the hon. gentleman read from the
speech. I will not read all the letter,
because it contains passages which it
would bc well not to apply in this
louse to aun hon. memiber, especially

when at the tirne they came from an
angry man. There was a reference in
the article in the Iferald to the part of
this speech of Mr. Campbell's, contain-
ing what the editor says was a serious
charge against Mr Ross, and which
charge was repeated in the 1ferald.
The letter in reply to these charges is
signed by Mr. John Ross, the late can-
didate for Victoria. Mr. Ross says:

" I therefore state in terms as ' emphatic'
as MIr. Campbell used that I have not enter-
ed into any arrangement, verbal or written,
with Mr. Vail or any other member of the
Governrment, for extras amounting to $50,000
or even $5. Thatno demand of this kind up
to date was ever made by me, and no pro-
posal of any sum of money was ever made
by the Dominion Government or any other
person in their behalf. I never wrote a letter
tr spoke to any official that would show any
intention or application of this kind.

SIt is due to Mr. Vail and to all the menm-
bers of the Dominion Government that I
should say that no pledge or even political
support was asked, and none verbal or writ-
ten was ever given by me. I resigned my
interest in the Ingonish contract in a legal
manner in order to become a candidate at
last election, but my former partner and
bondsmen are as much bound to finish that
contract as the day it conmenced.

" Unfortunately for them and for
me, that contract is not finiehed, and
iromi my experience in public con-
tracts in Australia, extras would not be
even asked till original contract was
finished. The experience of other contrac-
tors froin Nova Scotia, as oftan detailed in
the Herald, would not make me expect any-
thing from the Dominion Governmnent except
what I would be entitled to under the con-
tract. Those who know me are already
satisfied that this is all I expect to recover.
No money, except what I was honourably
entitied to, was ever received by me, and so
far, not one cent received or promised except
what is certified by the engineer for work
done.

" A large portion of the contract was
carried away last ll, which. was this year
rebuilt and completed to the satisfaction of
the ergineer in charze; and f did ask that
the woodwork, being f inished, should be
taken off my hnds, but this was refuse:l till

Mr1. I3LAKE.

the whole contract would be firîished. Such
are the favours that I have received from the
Dominion Government. Mr. Campbell and
every man who chooses to do so may ex.
amine the public records and they will find
no claims of this kind or any demands for
extras made by me.

"I always understood that even extras hai
to be voted bv Parliaument before they could
be promised or paid. I therefore state in the
strongest and most ' emphatic'language that
I eau use, that the serious charge is---"

I will not read what follows. Now.
the bon. member for Cumberland seems
to impute to my hon. friend the Min-
ister of Militia some wrong-doing in
this matter-something which be
ought to have donc which he did not
do, and something which le did do
which ho ought not to have done. My
hon. friend the Premier stated plainly
what the facts were: That Mr. Ross
wrote to him a letter requesting to be
relieved of his contract; that he was
told that a report from the Engineer
would relieve him provided that his
sureties agreed, but that he could not
be relieved if they did not agree ; and
that there was no other negotiation of
any kind whatever between my hon.
friend and Mr. Ross, or anyone on his
behalf, until a considerable time later,
when Mr. Ross stated that he had
changed his mind and that he with-
drew his application to be relieved of
his contract. Now, Sir, upon that
statement I want to know what there
is which rny hon. friend has done that
he should not have done, what ha bas
omitted which ha ought to have donc?
Is it to be said that .he was wrong ii
referring Mr. Ross's application to be
relieved of the contract to the Engineer,
and in obtaining the Engineer's report
indicating that his relief would be
proper if his sureties would assent, and
then informing the contractor that he
could be relieved upon obtaining the
assent of the sureties, but not otherwise?
Was that wrong ? Is wrong to be
imputed to us on that account? I say.
no. I wait for the accusation. I can-
not understand that thore was any-
thing wrong in making that statement.
Mr. Ross, by this very letter I have
read, assumedi he had resigned the
contract. He appears to have supposcd
ho had got rid of it; but he never
complied with the terms, andi he never
was in fact released. I say that, in
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point of law, upon the statement of the
Minister of Public Works,-which I
suppose my hon friend opposite me
will not deny-he never was re-
leased of his contract. Even if he
remained a contractor, is my hon.
friend responsi ble for that? Could he
force hirn? If my hon. friend had
been very anxious that Mu. Rkoss should
be fit to present himîself before the
electors, he would have written him
and said " Remember you are going to
stand by our interests. Mark you,
vou will have to go further; you will
have to give up your contract." But
lie did nothing of the kind. My hon.
friend did nothing publicly or privately
in the matter. Mr. Ross asked to be
relieved of the contract, and he was
told the terms on which he could be
released. No fair, honest, straight-
forward man could find anything
fairer than that transaction, which the
hon. gentleman opposite confessed ho
was unable to understand. The hon.
gentleman presents to this louse a
theory of this kind. First of all, that
Mr. Ross was a bitter opponent of the
(ovornment. Then he says my hon.
friend the Minister of Militia went
to him and bargained that ho should
be rolieved of an onerous and difficult
contract-released of something that
w-as unfortunately hanging over him ,
if he would come out for Victoria as a
supporter of the Government-that
my hon. friend made this bargain
with him that it was arranged he
should come out; and thon, after he
was defeated, the hon. gentleman says
he came back and got the contract
again. Three weeks ago, he was to bo
bribed to the support of the Govern-
ment by being deprived of an onerous
contract. The hon. member, forget-
ting his argument of five minutes
before, says he was bribed again by

eing returned to the advai tageous
pbosition whieh he held first. I sup-
pose it is entirely unnecessary to do
more thaii state an argument which
turmshes its own answer. There was
()ne reference which the hon. gentle-
mnan has made to an entry in the Pub-
lhe Accounts on which I desire to say
a single word of explanation. Ile
indicated that a gross and flagrant
abuse was established bv an item in
the accounts for the last financial

year, by which it would appear,
as I acknowledge it does appear
in the form of the accounts, that
a sum of $109,000 was paid to Mr.
Foster on the Georgian Bay Branch.
The hon. gentleman might have
asked some explanation on this sub-
ject before naking the charges,
and using tho very strong lan-
guage vhich he did iii reference to it,
and, having asked for that explanation,
the answer which would have been
given to him would be this: There
were, as the House will recollect, two
different transactions which sometimes
have been, and have in this instance in
the Public Accounts, mixed together
in the discussion-the Goorgian Bay
Branch and the Canada Central Exten-
sion. For the latter an Order in Coun-
cil was ratified by a vote of this louse
authorising a subsidy of $12,000 per
mile upon certain conditions as to the
payment of the moneys, which were
tlhat 75 per cent. of the value of rails
deposited would be paid to the contrac-
tor for that Extension, the rails becom-
ing the property of the Governmont
on the completion of the enterprise or
adjustment of the account. Of this
anount of $109,000, $98,000 is an ad-
vance in the direct terms of' this rati-
flied order of 75 per cent. of the rails
deposited on account of the Canada
Central Extension and which are now
the property of the Government, and
e41,000 only is applicable to the
work done on the Georgian BayBranch.
The Ilouse will perhaps recollect
that, in the report presented to Parlia-
men last year, it vas stated that the
claim of Mr. Foster in relation to
this work was $38,000 at that time.
lis engineer had not then come
in and all the accounts had not been
presented. They were subsequontly
prosented and examined carefully by
the hon. the Fi rst Minister and the Chief
Engineer, and the report was roeeived
to the effeet that $41,000, being a
difference of about $2,200, was justly
due, and that was the total ainount
paid to Mr. Foster in respect to the
Georgian Bay Branch, the sun repre-
senting all work donc, exl)lorations
made, &c. In annulling the contract
under the circumstances stated in the
Order of Council-1 am not called
upon to defend that; it was brought
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before Parliament last Session and the
hon. gentlemen did not object thereto
-in annulling the contract, I think it
was not at all unfair or unreasonable
that the contractor should receive the
value of those works and explorations
to the extent that the Chief Engineer
reported would be serviceable to the
Government. If I was disposed to
indulge in any contrasts, I might
remind the hon. gentleman that there
was another contractor for another
work; I might remind him that there
was a Canadian Pacifie Railway Com-
pany once-that there was a Company
which contracted for the construction
of the Canadian Pacifie Railway, which
deposited $1,000,000 with the Govern-
ment as security for the performance
of the work; and that Company indi-
cated to the Government its inability
to fulfil its engagements, and asked the
annulment of the contract and return
of the deposit and obtained them both.
I do not think that the hon. gentleman,
who thought that a proper transaction
in reference to the public interests, can
much complain of the payment of' the
$41,000. This concludes the observa-
tions I have to make on this occasion.
If I had been disposed to adopt the
tone of the hon. gentleman, many
warm and bitter things might have
been said, but I have endeavoured, as
far as I could, to refrain from giving
an acrimonious character to the dis-
cussion; I have endeavoured to state
fairly what I conceive to be the facts
with reference to the transactions
brought before the House. It is nec-
essary, if there be an attack, that there
should be a response ; it is necessary if
principles we deem sound are condenin-
ed, that there should be a defence; it
is necessary that we should not permit
positions to be taken by public men on
one sida of the House without allowing
the privilege of reply on the other;
and, in sitting here in the position of
Ministers charged with the public
affairs of this country, in the position
of Ministers having that executive
control which the constitution bas
reposed in them, we should have consi-
deration commensurate with the re-
sponsibilities which I have endeavoured
this nighit to elucidate.

Mr. MITCHELL said le h 1 not
intended to take part in t½. debate,

Mr. BLAKE.

because he quite agreed wlth the views
of some hon. members, that a large
proportion of what had taken place
was irregular. Stili, as reference had
been made to the administration of the
Department over which he had charge
before the present Government came
into office, he thought he should be
allowed to give such explanation as
the circumstances would warrant,
Insinuations had been made across th,
floor of the House that certain appoint-
ments of the late Administration Lad
the appearance--he would not say of a
job-but, at all events, were not war-
ranted by the necessities of the public
service. For instance, it lad been
charged that keepers were appointei
to lighthouses, just before the Goveri-
ment went out of office, which were
not in operation until the following
spring. le had endeavoured to obtaiî
the particulars of this charge from the
hon. the Minister of Marine and Fisher-
ies, but that hon. gen tleman stated it was
impossible to furnish the information
to-night, and that he would try and di
so to-morrow. To-morrow might be
too late to answer the charge in the
same manner in which it was made.
and it would go to the country thlat
it had been allowed to remain unan-
swered. He could only say-and he
thought the records of the Department
would bear him out-that he had n,
recollection of any appointments bcingt
made that were not absolutely neces-
sary for the public service.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) sai
that, since the hon. gentleman hal
spoken to him, he had tried togetthein-
formation. lie could state now that a
keeper was appointed for Covey Light-
house, Cape Breton, in 1873, and the
light was not put in operation untal
November, 1874.

Mr. MITCHELL said le heard thtl
information for the first time now, ail
Le vas not prepared to say when th
light went into operation. lie was
not aware of the circumstances under
which the appointment was made, but.
if the facts were as stated by his hon.
successor, he Lad no doubt there was
some good reason why the man was
placed in charge before the light was
in operation. lie could quite under-
stand that it was necessary to appomrl
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persons sometimes to attend to and
protect the public property while
ighthouses were in process of construc-

tion. He asked whether, at the date of
the appointment, the man's salary was
paid.

Mr. SMITH: No, Sir; the appoint-
ment was cancelled.

Mr. MITCHELL said probably when
the appointment was made it was
thought that the light would go into
operation at once; at any rate, it was
necessary to have some one to super-
vise the work, and he had no doubt,
although he could not remember the
facts, that that was the reason of the ap-
pointment, The hon. the Minister of Jus-
tice had referred to the appointment of
four persons as receivers of wrecks.
le presumed that reference was made
to all those aprointments to create an
impression that every place it was pos-
sible for the late Govornment to fill
was filled before they gave up office in
1873. Ilastily running over the legis-
lation of that year, he found four Acts
on the Statute Book,-one respecting
wrecks and salvage, another respecting
the Trinity House at Quebec, a third
with reference to pilotage, and the
other relating to the classification of
vessels-all of which came into opera-
tion on the lst of January, 1874. Now,
he thought the insinuation of the hon.
the Minister of Justice was uncalled for
when he stated, in speaking of the
appointments, that they simply wished
to give remunerative offices to the
friends of the Government. If that
were their motive, why should they
appoint men as receivers of wrecks, to
which office no salary was attached,
when they might have made numerous
and valuable appointments under tho
Pilotage Act?

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): The
Pilotage authorities get no pay.

Mr. ITCHELL: They do get pay.The secretaries of the Pilotage Com-
missions are paid. My hon. friend is
flot as well posted as he might be on
this question. The Secretary of the St.
John Commission receives $800 per
annum, and the Secretary of the IHali-
fax Commission the same.

Mr. SMITH : They did at that time,but not now.

Mr. MITCHELL: I will show my
hon. friend. Atpage 206, sec. Il of the
Pilotage Act, he will find that a fit and
proper person is to be appointed Secre-
tary of the Commission at St. John, who
shall receive $800 per annum. The same
provision is made in sec. 16 for the

ecretary at Halifax. The officers
under the Pilotage Act are paid, and if
we desired to override the law in pro-
viding offices for our friends, we could
have made many valuable appoint-
ments. But that was not the object.

Mr. MACKENZIE: My hon. friend
cannot renember everything.

Mr. MITCHELL: But I remember
too much for the hon. gentleman. The
Act for the Classification of Vessels,
which involved valuable appointments,
came into operation in 1874. Those
Acts were deferred, because it was
necessary that rules and regulationa
for the whole scheme of reform em-
bodied therein should be provided. The
remuneration of the receivers of
wrecks, to whieh the hon. Minister of
Justice had referred with apparent
exultation, was by fees, which were
only payable under an Order in
Council fixing their salaries and com-
pensation.

Mr. BLAKE: The lion. gentleman
had not time to arrange the matter.

Mr. MITCHELL said there was
plenty of time, but there was no desire
to do that. It would be well for tho
hon. the Minister of Justice if, instead of
imputing bad motives to bis opponents,
he would exercise a little Christian
charity. The hon. gentleman should
bear in mind that members on their
side of the louse had some of the pub-
lic spirit and patriotism which distin-
guished the occupants of the Govern-
ment benches.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): The
fees the hon. gentleman referred to
were prescribed by law, and not by
Order in Council.

Mr. MITCHELL: There, again, my
hon. friend is wrong. He will find the
following section on page 246 of the
Statutes of 1873:-

"There shall be paid to every Receiver the
expenses properly incurred by him in the
performance of his duties, and also in
respect of the several matters specified in
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the first sche.lnle to this Act, ene fees
chargeable as herein incîîtioncd, as nay
from tine to time le directed by the Gover-
nor in Cou ncil."

Mr. S3[TH (Westmoreland: Will
the hon. gentleman nov refer to page
250 ?

Mr. MITCHELL : IU is unnecessary
to refer to page 259. That is sufficient
when it says that no fes shall be
collected until after an Order in Council
lias been passed.

Mr. SMLTII (We.stnoreland) My
lion. friend will find a memorandum
of the charges on the page I suggested.

Mr. MITCHELL: Yes; but they
were only to conie into operation when
the Order in Couneil authorizing them
wvas passecd.

Mr. BLAKE: There was no such
hurry about naming the fee;, because
the Act did not come into operationi
until the lst January, and no foes came
into operation until then. But it was
urgent to appoint men to receive the
fees aftcrwards provided for.

Mr. MITCHELL: I can answer my
hon. friend there too. A sufficient
reply is that it was by an oversight in
the passage of the Act that ià did not
come into operation until 1874. It was
found that property was cast on the
shores of Nova Scotia and there was
no means of protecting except by
that Act, which could nîot ho put into
operation. What did we do thon ?
We appointed officers for the perfor-
mance of that duty, who had been con-
nected with the Department for years.
But we had no desire to take money
out of the public Treasury to pay them
for the service. If, instead of casting
his insinuations on this side of the
House, my hon. friend had asked for
an explanation, perhaps the informa-
tion given in response would have been
more satisfactory to him than it is at
this moment. Mr. Mitchell then prc-
ceoeded to give the history of the cir-
ci mstances con nected with the appoint-
ment ofMessrs. Chaloner and Ilighan
at Quebec. When ho assumed the duties
of Minister of Marine and Fishories ho
found that Quebec was governed by
several different heads. There were
the Trinity House, the Pilotage Com-
missioners, the Hlarbour Trust, the
River Police, and the Shipping Master.

Mr. MITCHELL.

H bis desire was to unite as many of
those offices as possible under
one head, without interfering with
the efficieney of the Dep tment.
After several experiments he founi
that it was desirable to p! tee Major
Chaloner in charge of the River Police.
and to give Captain Higham control of
the shipping branch, and that arrangc-
ment had worked satisfactorily ani
for the good of , the service. But
reference had been made to the in-
creascd eost to the Departient by
these and ineidental changes. Now,
one or two of the principal oflicerý
were old men, and it was found advi-
sable to employ young men when the
service vas reconstructed, and they
could not be obtained at the rates
which were considered fair 20 year,
ago. That was the reason for any
increase that had been made, and h
thought it was a perfectly reasonable
ground to work upon. Was ho to be
taxed now to supply fron memory
the details of his Department ? His
hon. friend, with the able assistants
that ho had around bim, might be
able to trip hin up on some little
matter of detail; but he could state
to the House that the explanation he
lad made was substantially truc and
correct. If the hon. the Ministor of
Justice had been as familiar with
the circunstances as he (Mr.
Mitchell) was, ho would not have
made the charge that lie did.
He appealed to the House whether the
defence ho had made was not satisfac-
tory. He was not going to enter intO
a defence of the actions of the past
Government. What he might say
was, notwithstanding the insinuations
and the charges made, that it was jiust
as good a Governiment as, and indoed a
great deal better and a more faithful
Government than, that which existed
at the present day, although no doubt
it had its faults and had committed
errors.

Mr. JONES (Halifax): Ilear, bear

Mr. MITCHELL said ho did not sUp-
pose t hat even the member for Halifax
pretended to be perfect. Whatever
were the faults of the late Government,
to it was due the union of these Pro-
vinces in a Dominion, wielding pOWO
rom the Atlantic to the Pacific. If
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tie present Gmovernment found the
coufntry prosperous, it was through no
action of theirs, and, if it vas not
now prosperons, it was owing very
much to their mismanagement. Re-
ferring to Mr. Tilley, he said ho did
not think it was manly to be constantly
attacking the reputation and the acts
of a public man who was not bere to
defend hirmself.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he rose in
res)ect to one transaction especially
aflecti ng his department, which the

hon. nember fbr Cumberland had re-
lerred to, viz., the superannuation of
Mr. Ratchford, at one time Assistant
Receiver-General at Halifax. When
te (Mr. Cartwright) came into office
he found, as the public accounts of
16734 would show, that there were
Ivo gentleinen drawing salaries to the
extent of $1,800 eaci at Halifax, Mr.
iatchford land J. t. Wallace, who was
entitled "Manager of the Savings
B3ank," both of whom were doing
what could be performed alone by
Mr. Ratchford. In accordance witl
the provisions of the Superannuation
Act, Mr. Ratchford was superan-
nuiated, a course which promuoted the
efficiency of the public service, besides
being more economical. He was put
on the list at $782 a year, and $1,000
per annum was thereby saved to the
'ountry. If' the Government were
blameable at al], it was in that, owing
perhaps to undue tenderness on their
part, they had superannuated him.
It was represonted, if' not by the
hon. mnember of Cumberland at least
by his friends, that he was an aged
and poor man, and that the salary was
aU ]mportant matter to him, and so
the Government appointed lim to a
small office in the county in which he
resided at a salary of $250 a year.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said the hon. gentleman opposite had
eomplained of a man who had been
appointed to a liglthouse six months
before the light was put mn; but, imme-
diately after the present Government
came into power, they appointed a
successor-. He would ask the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries if ho would
give the House to understand that he
had not appointed any offlcers to light-
houses before they were completed.

He knew one case iii his county where
snh an appointment had been made.

Mr. SMITH (Westnoreland): The
first appointment referred to was muade
in October and was cancelled in
November. I cannot recollect when
the second appointment mentioned was
made, but 1 will ascertain. But this
I will undertake to say,-that the pay
dated from the time the min took
possession of the lighthouse.

Mr. McDO-NALD asked why had ho
discharged men because they were old
and appointed mon in other positions
in the country who were equally old-
one man. 84 years old, being appointed
Harbour Master in Annapolis ; another
at Bear River, 73years. An old man,
in bis own county, was appointed Ins-
pector of Fish and Fish oils. In
referenceo to the contractor and the
election at Victoria, it was necessary
that he should stute the public feeling
in that part of the country at the time.
Immediately on the appointment of
the County Court Judges in the Pro-
vince, a newspaper which lad hitherto
supported the Government, and which
was edited practically by an hon.
gentleman who was a supporter of the
Government, and w-ho had now a seat
in this House, statedt in reply to the
Ilalifax Chronicle :

''The good people of the Upper Pro-
vince, who take anv interest in Nova Scotia
polities', are not probably quite so easily
gulled as our contemporary imagines, and
will no doubt fully understand that the
elections in Victoria and Lunenburg will
afford no criterion of the reaction which is
actually taking place in this Province.
' The good people,' &c., know very well, if
they have watched the course of events, that
the 'reaction ' in Nova Scotia lias delayed
for many months the appointinent of the
District (udges, and that the Governmnent
have been at their wits ends in their efforts
to meet the claims of their supporters, and
at the same time avoid opening up the dis-
affected counties; and after months of
anxiety and doubt have had at last to go
back on sone of their supporters to whom
they had promnised the nice little sinecure of
a Iiistrict Judgeship, and appointed others
who had little or no claim upon the party.
Had the Governmnent dared to open up Cape
Breton county, the District Judges woulId
have been gazetted long ago. They feel very
sure of Victoria and Lunenburg,and probably
will, in one way or another, by the expendi-
ture of patronage and the influence always
wielded by the party in wer in an election,
return their men, but t ie result will not be
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any criterion whatever of the state of feeling
throughout a large portion of the Province.
The next general election will afford the best
test of the matter. Two years will soon pass
and then if the present patch-,ork Govern-
ment is not hurled from power, we have not
rightly read the signs of the times, or rightly
gauged the feelings and resentments of an
outraged people."

No doubt the hon. gentleman who
wrote this article must have been in a
position tomake this statement. When
the election in Victoria was about to
take place, the Government saw that
their supporters hithorto were likely
to desert them, and the Minister of
Militia undertook to see Mr. Ross.
Mr. Ross was a Government contractor.
He was well known in the county of
Victoria as being in opposition to the
Government on account of the manner
in which bis brother,the late Minister of
Militia, had been driven from the Gov-
ernment. This was not only generally
known in Victoria, but throughout
oastern Nova Scotia. They imagined
great injustice had been dono to that
section of the country; they felt
aggrieved that their representatives
were passed by and that a gentleman
not in the flouse had been appointed.
This caused a reaction in the county
and also eastern Nova Scotia generally.
But perhaps the abilities of the hon.
gentleman now occupying the position
of Minister of Militia should overweigh
this. The Minister of Public Works
said that the election in the county of
Victoria took place on the 21st Septem-
ber. On the 9th September the
Minister of Public Works said that
Mr. Ross applied to the Government
to be relieved of lis contract. Three
days after the election, on the 25th
September, ho declined to be relieved
of ik. In the meantime the Minister
of Marine stated to the Minister of
Public Works that Mr. Ross, the con-
tractor, was to be a candidate. The
Minister of Public Works stated that
he could not be a candidate because he
was a contractor ; and the Minister of
Militia said lie, as a friend of Mr. Ross',
thought it well to go and instruct him.
Accordingly, lie went down to Truro to
instruct Mr. Ross. He (Mr. McDon-
ald) was surprised that the Minister of
Justice did not attempt to defend the
Minister of Militia. It seemed as if
the hon. gentleman had overlooked

Mr. McDoNALD.

him altogother. If Mr. Ross had been
elected the matter would have been in
his own hands; lie would have been
able to have dictated his own terms:
but he was not elected, and so he got
back his contract. There was a doubt
that lie had surrendered the contract.
But the matter was not over yet. It
would be found next year that a large
sum was paid for this fraudulent elec-
tion-fraudulent because the candidate
could not have taken bis seat, because,
according to the Premier's statement,
ho had not been relieved of bis con-
tract. When the Public Accounts were
laid before the louse next year it would
be found that a large sum of money
had been paid for this election, in
which the Minister of Militia instructed
Mr. John Ross to run, knowing him to
be a Government contractor at the
time. This was a matter that should
be thoroughly investigated.

Mr. RAY: I think I understood the
hon. gentleman to say that a person
had been appointed in the county of
Annapolis who was 81 years of age.

Mr. McDONALD: It is so stated in
the newspapers.

Mr. RAY: No such appointment
bas been made in my county, nor bas
any application been made for it.

Mr. McDONALD: What is the age
of the Harbour Master at Annapolis?

Mr. SMITI: I will find out to-
morrow.

Mr. RAY: The ilarbour Master was
appointed under the late Government.

Mr. CAMPBELL said that in moving
for the correspondence in the two
cases before the House, ho did so fully
appreciating the great responsibility
he was undertaking. Hie must be
either a bold or reckless man who
would attempt to face the present
Ministry with a charge of corruption,
however well founded, for they held
everything that was dear to men in
their power, except their heads.
Especially as ho was familiar with the
case of Mr. Woodworth, who was voted
out of the General Assembly for attack-
ing the prosent Minister of Militia, and
although such treatment was cOn-
demned by the Courts of Justice, still
the man was hounded to death by the
press supporting the Administration Of
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which that hon. gentleman was the ac-
ti al leader. With regard to dismissals,
vhile he had objection to the Govern-
nent dismissing subordinates, he pre-
terred such a course to the present
mode of dismissing on account of their
politics, and afterwards, rather than
aeknowledge the fact, endeavour to find
fault and disgrace and injure the
character and reputation of respectable
public servants In the present case
the hon. the Minister of Customs had
stated that the two Preventive Officers
were dismissed for old age, one being
i5, the other 76 years of age, and com-
paratively useless. He would not wish
better fun than to see the hon.
Minister of Customs in the grip of one
of these nen stated to be old and use-
less. H1e could not say what their exact
ago was, but he knew they had got old
in the service, and he never heard a
lint of their inefficiency. They
were still strong mon and quite com.
petent to perforn their duty as Pre-
ventive Officers or as boatmen. Why, he
asked, were they not notified of the
charges of old age and incompeteney
brought against them, and wby were
they not superannuated ? They were
considered below the notice of the pro-
-ent pure and liberal government.
le wLuld not believe the Inspector of
Cuîstoms ever made such a report as the
lon. Minister of Customs had asserted,
but if ho had, why was it not pro-
d111ced ? If there was sueh a paper in
tho departrment, the hon. Minister for
us own credit should have brought
t down before this discussion wzas
'losed. The hon. Minister of Customs

af lwer to the charge of increasing,
by nfty per cent., the salaries of the
Ihree men appointed in place of the
iree removed from office, had stated

that ho had reduced the salaries of
"ther officials in the department in
tho port more than the increase
:uluded to. The costs of collecting
the Revenue Customs in Victoria
"ounty for the past six years ho found
is follows: viz., 1871, $1,166; 1872,
8 1,586 ; 1873, $2,067; 1874, $2,067 ;87, $1,908; 1876, $1,905. It would
hus appear that the cost had largely
ncreased since 1871 and reached the
ighest figure in 1875. On making

enqury where the reduction was effect-ed, ho found the salary of the sub-col-

lectorat the portof New Campbelton
was reduced from $240 to $160. The Pre-
ventive Officer at St. Anns received
$240, or nearly as much as the Col-
lector and the three Preventive
Officers at New Campbelton, the
most important port in the county
as it lies at the mouth or entrance
of the Great Bras d'Or. When a
vessel passed that port, she could
land ler cargo without hindrance
in any part of that inland sea, a navi-
gable distance of over a thousand miles;
yet the present Governmont boasted
they had made a saving in the collection
of the revenue by cutting down the sal-
ary of the Collector of that port-he pre-
sumed because his name was Campbell.
They could not expect that a man liv-
ing five or six miles distant and across
the Bras D'Or could keep an office at
the port for $160 a year. The result was
that the public service was not
effectually performed. Formerly
one Preventive Officer was appoint-
cd for the harbour and one on each
side of the Great Bras D'Or, where they
could sight vessels long before they
got inside the entrance. Afterwards
four men were appointed to replace
the old officers and they were placed
on the opposite side of the Bras D'Or
where comparatively little trade was
done,while the port and that side of Bras
D'Or was left without an officer. An
unwise saving of fifty dollars had been
effected at the port of Baddock by
the discontinuance of a boat and crew.
At Baddock, a farmer about three miles
away from the port, was in receipt of
$240 a year as Preventive Officer.
although the Department could not
afford to continue the grant of fifty
dollars to a boat and crew at the port.
The extra charge for collecting the rev-
enue for the present year would amount
to over $9,000, although the amount to
be collected was estimated below the
ordinary sum. The hon. the Premier
had informed the louse that he did
not know the reason why Mr. Ross
gave up the contract, nor did le
know the reason why Mr. Ross rosigaed
in a mr,nth afterwards ; but unfortun-
ately for him the Minister of Militia
contradicted hima and told the Iouse
and the country that ho consulted with
the Premier on the subject of
getting Mr. Ross to rn as a
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Government candidate. Of course,
they could not expect cither of those
members to tell the pros and cons of
the interview. But this the Minister
of Militia admitted, that after this in-
terview with the Premier, ho, the
Minister of Militia, posted off to Truro,
and telegraphed to Mr. Tremaine to
come on at once and meet him. It
must be remembered that Mr. Tre-
maine was deeply interested in the
negotiation, as his promotion depended
on the result. The lion. Minister of
Militia returned to lalifàx overflowing
with deliglit at the success of his diplo-
macy, and one of his journals came out
on the following morning with the an-
nouncement that they had found Goliah
and challenged the Dominion to bring
out a man in the Opposition to fight
Iim, and called on al good Reformers to
rally around the man of their choice.
le felt that no money would be spared
to carry the county if thev thought
there was any danger, and that his
best policy vas to keep as quite as
possible till the last moment and, as
military mon would say, spring a mine
upon them. Mr. Ross went back and
was relieved of a bad contract, and his
friends reported that lie and his part-
ners were to receive twenty thousand
dollars each and be relieved of the
contract. The lion. Minister of Militia
aceused him of spreading over the
country the report that Mr. Ross was
to receive fifty thousand for extras.
le (Mr. Campbell) was only in the
county two days before the nomination,
and left immediately after the declara-
tion. There must, of course, be two
sides to the bargain. One main con-
dition doubtless would i e that Mr.
Ross was to succeed in the election, but
that was never doubted. lHon. gen-
tlemen had denied there was any money
paid improperly ; of course no one gave
them credit for so much simplicity.
But the position had changed. Mr.
Ross had not come to Parliament to
support the Government. The Minister
of Justice had read a letter from Mr.
Ross denying any dishonest bargain
with the hon. Minister of Militia, and
stating that ho would not keep any
money except what was honestly
due him. When the hon. Minister
of Justice was compelled to cono
down to this louse with such

Mr. CAMPBELL.

evidence to defend the hou. Miii-
ister of Militia, in the face of that
Minister's own acknowledgement, the
case was indeel desperate. Mr.
Campbell having read from Mr. Per-
ley's report the reference to the
storms of the previous year carrying
away a large portion of the work. he
asked what could be more reasonable
than that the G-overnment would make
gool the loss that Providence had in-
flited1 on that innocent but honest Mr.
Ras-, particularly if he would be aL
good. dutiful boy to the Ministry; and
would it not be a most righteous act,
after his condemnation of the Gov-
en ment. The funniest part of the elgo-
tiation vas when Mr. Ross asked what
vas to be done with him (Mr. Camp-

bell). "Oh," said the lion. Minister of
Militia, "- we had Campbell there once
we and could make nothing of him ; we
must on no account allow him to go
back any more." The hon. Premier
would not admit as evidence what he
(Mr. Campbell) said in Mr. Ross's
presence at the nomination, and
would not believe him when ho said
he had it from Mr. Ross himself-he
made no secret of it-that ho was
strongly opposed to the Government,
on account of the treatment his brother
received at their hands. As the hon.
Premier would not admit such evi-
dence, he would bo compelled to
produce the next best evidence within
his reach. But before he could do
that, ho must ask leave of the hou.
Minister of Militia to produce corre-
spondence marked private and confi-
dential, and ho would pause for a
reply.

Mr. VAIL: I have not the slightest
objection to the hon. member making
use of any letter marked private and
confidential in regard to this matter,
it being understood that I shall have
liberty to produce letters marked
private and confidential from that hon.
gentleman.

Mr. CAMPBELL said he would read
a letter from the hon. Minister of
Militia dated November, 1874.

Mr. VAIL asked as to what electiOn
the letter had reference.

Mr. CAMPBELL said it had r-efer-
enee to another election.
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Mr. VAIL I rise te a question of
order. The hon. member asked for
permission to read private and confi-
(lential correspondence on this question.
I replied that I had no objection. The
bon. iember then iises in his place
and proceeds to read a letter dated
November 1874, two years before the
election in question took place. I say
that letter has nothing whatever to do
with the transaction under discusssion,
and the hon. miember bas no right to
read it.

Mr. CAMPBELL said it did refer to
ihe subject under discussion-the fact
ibat the Messrs. Ross were opposed
to the Government. The letter was
as follows :
"PRIvATE AND CONFIDENTIAL.

OTTAWA, 19th November, 1874.

MY DEAR SIR,-When I last had the plea-
sure Of seeing you in Halifax you appeared
somewhat undecided as to whether you
would be a candidate for the seat in the Com.
mons or not ; and ny ob.ject in writing you
now is to ask what conclusion you have
arrived at. My own Opinion is that you
would rather enjoy the change, and I inay
say to yon candidly that I would like to see
you here for two reasons : first, because vou
were always a constant supporter of mine in
the local House ; and secondly, because I
thiik you could carry the connly againstthe
Ross influence, which I hear is not very fa-
vourable to the Governinent just now. an
intrimed that oe great objection William

loss had to accepting the office of collector
at Halihkx, was, that it would leave the
countv in your bands, or in other words leave
y ou master ot the situation, which he could
n1ot think of doing • .

le would not read the letter further
aS it did not refer to the subject; but
he thought that this evidence would
be accepted by the House and by the
country as showing that the Govern-
ment were opposed by the Ross party.
Ie regretted to have been compelled
to ask leave to refer to private corres-
pondence, but he was driven to it by the
hon. the Premier, who would not
aecept anything less. Was it credit-
able on the part of the bon. Minister of
Militia-the man whom the Govern-
ment induced to resign his seat in the
Legislative Cotneii of Nova Scotia to
Come and help them to break up an
influence which the hon. Minister hadhelped to create-that becanse that
party had turned against the Govern-
lient and he would not be their hum-

16

ble tool, the hon. Minister should
endeavour to drive him out of the
county for which le had fought for
twenty-five years. The hon. the Pre-
mier had stated that the Government
had not lost the confidence of the
country. Those whom the gods want
to destroy they first make blind. Let
the Ministry look at their defeats in
Victoria, Cape Breton county, Halifax,
Prince Edward Island, and in eonstitu-
encies in Quebec, British Columbia and
Ontario. While the hon. Minister of
Justice stated that Mr. Ross was not
legally relieved from his contract, the
hon. the Premier stated that he was so
released. In bis speech on nomina-
tion day he Lad declared that
the present Government was the
worst that ever disgraced any
country, and ho believed le had now
proved the truth of the assertion, and
every sentence in that speech he was
prepared to substantiate. He would
be glad if the hon. Minister of Militia
would enlighten the louse as to the
bargain to which ho Lad referred. it
must be gratifying to the Reformers
of Ontario that the Government were
compelled to send to Nova Scotia for
an old Tory and give him a seat in the
Cabinet. The Dominion Parliament
and Local Legislatures had passed
laws to preserve the purity of elections,
and when, in the face of such laws, the
hon. Minister of Militia was cbarged
with a gross infringement of those
laws, the Minister rose in bis place
and said they were beneath bis notice.

Mr. PLUMB proposed that the fol-
lowing words be added to the motion :

" Together with any reports or letters of
the Inspector of Customs relating to said
dismissals; or any other correspondence on
this subject."

Mr. MACKAY (Capt Breton): I
would not have taken part in this de-
bate, except for the fact that I feel
ceompelled to answer a statement made
by the hon. member for Cumberland,
I do not recollect whether on Lis own
authority or not, that a certain article
had been published in a certain news-
paper which he ascribed to myself.
The article in question was not written
by me or with my knowledge; I did
not see it until after it was printed, and
I am therefore astonished that the hon.
gentleman should have connected my
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name with it. It need not be matter
for surprise, however, that the
hon. mermber for Cumberland should
base a statement upon a mere
rumour or statement made outside for
the purpose of attacking members on
this side of the House, for bis course
in that direction was well known. But
the hon. gentleman, before he made the
statement to which I refer, should have
had some authority to do so, for his
allegation had no foundation whatever.
When the right hon. member for
Kingston charged certain gentlemen
on this side of the House with using
unparliamentary language, he should
hirnself recollect his action towards an
lion. member, when he stated that that
hon. member rose in bis place for the
purpose of making a personal explana-
tion, and that he got the ear of the
House under false pretences. That is
a statement which is unparliamentary.
No statement bas been heard in the
House this Session of so offensive a
nature, and therefore it ill becomes
that right hon. gentleman to charac-
terize the remarks of hon. members as
unparliamentary. When any bon.
member alleged that there was a
revulsion of feeling in the Province of
Nova Scotia, ivhich was indicated by
the election in Victoria, he was very
muchi mistaken, and the hon. mnember
for Victoria had made too much of his
triumph. It is well known that none
of the supporters of the Government
went into the county, while a large
number of supporters of the Opposition
went there and rendered their assis-
tance to secure the return of the
present member. The reasons were
obvious, and since the hon. member
for Victoria has seen fit to quote from,
a journal published in Cape Breton, I
am justified in making a short extract
from the well-known organ of the
Opposition printed at Halifax. The
article is dated September 16th, and
affords a very good indication of the
reason why the hon. member for Vie
toria bolds bis seat in the House to-day.
In that article in the Halifax fferald,
the writer says:-

"As will be seen by our despatch this morn-
ing, there is going to be a rather close contest
in Victoria for Mr. Tremaine's seat. Mr.
John Ross has been nominated supposedly in
the Government interest; but it is a signifi-

Kr. MacKAT.

cant tact, illustrating the weakness of the
Reform element in Cape Breton, that Mr.
Ross, notwithstanding that he has supposedly
the many influences of the two Governments
to support him, besides his strong personal
feeling in the county, did not care to define
bis position as a Government supporter. In
a measure, the contest may be said to be
between two Opposition candidates, for Mr.
Ross's declining to pledge himself to the
Ministerialists shows that he is not an ardent
supporter of the Reformers."

That statement showed clearly the
opinion entertained by the Opposition
party with respect to the position
occupied by Mr. Ross. After stating
in that article that Mr. Ross was not a
supporter of the present Government,
that journal in an article published on
the 23rd of September, after the news
of the return of the present member
for Victoria bocame known in Halifàx,
said :

"Victory has perched upon the O pposition
banner once more. . . . Mr. Ross, the
beaten candidate, did not dare profess hin-
self a supporter of Mr. Mackenzie."

Some HON. MEMIBERS: Hear,
hear.

Mr. MACKAY: The hon, gentlemen
need not cry hear, hear. They will re-
collect that these were the utterances of
their own organ. I do not say that
they are correct. Far from it. I
believe they have no foundation in
fact, with the exception of the state-
ment that Mr. Ross was not a sup-
porter of the present Ministry. le
(Mr. Ross) was an independent candi-
date. It was absurd to charge the
Ministry with making a corrupt bar-
gain with Mr. Ross, who, in fact, on
election day, so conducted himself that
Reformers of my own and adjoining
counties did not see fit to give him the
support they would have accorded him
had he ceclared that he was a supporter
of the present Government. If the
Minister of Militia had made any such
arrangement as was alleged, Mr. Ross's
conduct did not indicate it, and he was
a very poor pupil, as shown by his
utterances on nomination day.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: IL
was a bad bargain.

Mr. MACKAY : The hon. member
for Cumberland had eulogised himself
in bis speech as highly as the hon.
gentleman's warmest friend coUld d
sire, crediting himself amongst oth

from Offce.[COMMO.NS.]



s[FBRuARy 22, 1877.]

things with having, by his legislation,
opened up the coal mines and minerals of
Nova Scotia. Did the hon. geRtleman not
know that the credit of having broken
up that monopoly was due to the late
Judge Johnson, and to him alone ? The
hon. gentleman has evidently presented
himself before the House, in this
respect at any rate, under " false pre-
tences," and I presume this is a parlia-
mentary expression, since it has been
used by the right hon. member for
Kingston. His hon. colleague had
undertaken to say that one person
appointed by the Government in the
(ounty of Cape Breton-the office
held, he believed, was the Inspector-
ship of fish oils and fish-was over the
uge of seventy.

An HON. MEMBER: Eighty-four.
Mr. MACK AY: If the hon. gentle-

man will look at the records lie will
fnd, I think, that the individual in
question had not received his appoint-
ment at the hands of the present
Governmont.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said lie thought that his. hon colleague
from Cape Breton well knew that a
reaction had taken place in Cape
Breton as regarded the policy of the
Present Administration. He desired
Lhat the electors of Cape Breton
'hould hear that this hon. gentleman
ielared that he had had nothing to

do with the writing of a certain
article which had appeared in the
newspaper of which it was known
hat the hon. member was principal

p)roprietor and editor. The office of
this nlewspaper was in the building in
whieh were the barrister's office of
the bon. gentleman, as well as the
Oßice of the hon. gentleman's partner,
und it was very singular that the
rticle in question should appear in

that newspaper without the know-
edge of either the hon. gentleman orbis partner. Hlowever, this might bethe case. Nevertheless, a reaction

against the Government was going on
.n the Island of Cape Breton, as weil as
' other parts of Nova Scotia; and thearticle to which he alluded, reflected the

Bentirnts of the people in that section
when it stated that the Government

td for months delayed the appoint-
en"t of COunty Court Judges, because

16%

they were not able to secure a sup-
porter of the Government in that quar-
ter. The county of Victoria was
the only constituency the Adminis-
tration was confident of carrying, and
it had sent to the House a gentleman
opposed to the Government. The hon.
member for Cape Breton had forgotten
his first statement; he admitted that
Mr. Ross did not dare to go to the
people as a pledged supporter of the
Government.

Mr. MACKAY: Mr. Speaker, I beg
the hon. gentleman's pardon, but I said
nothing of the kind. I stated that the
Opposition organ of Halifax said so.

Mr. McDONALD said the hon. gen-
tleman gave this statement as a reason
for the defeat of Mr. Ross, who well
knew the people of the county of
Victoria; and much better than the
hon. gentleman. Mr. Ross had repre-
sented the county for several years in
the Local Legislature, and they all
were aware what politicians would do
to secure election. In his own hear-
ing Mr. Ross had announced on the
hustings that he was not pledged to
support the Government, and admitted
that the late Administration had donc
a great deal, and more than the present
Administration, for the county of
Victoria; and Iho Sheriff of the county
doclared that if Mr. Ross consulted his
own private feelings and convictions,
ho could not support the Government,
but that, under the circumstances, if
returned, lie (Mr. Ross) would be com-
pelled to support them. le wished to
ask the Minister of Justice, if the late
representative of the county ofVictoria,
Mr. Tremaino, when appointed county
Judge, promised to be able to return a
supporter of the Government for the
county.

Mr. BLAKE: Mr. Speaker, I was
not in this country when any office
was offered to, and accepted by, Mr.
Tremaine; but I can say that I never
heard until this question was asked,
the suggestion of any communication
having been made to Mr. Tremaine as
to the possible consequences of his
being appointed to office.

Mr. RYMAL said ho considered
that this debate, which related to-the
production of certain papers, a matter
of very small importance, had taken a
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very wide range. Much of it arose
from the relations which existed
between the hon. member for Cumber-
land and bis last follower, whom the
hon. gentleman wished to exhibit on
every possible occasion with regard
to the administration of public affairs.
The hon. gentleman soemed to take
the same pride in making this display
as would a -mother hen, who, having
gone through the process of hatching
for a long time, was rewarded with a
single chicken, which she showed in
the barn yard in such a way as if to
say-" No other hen in this yard has
such a chicken as I have got." But
he feared that bis disappointment
would bc as great as that of the
mother hen, when, after a few weeks,
she found out that her chicken was a
young goose. There was an old fable
which he had read when a boy: [t was
about a mother wolf, who, after great
and maternal longings, was rewarded
with the birth of a single whelp, which
she handled very fondly. Her fondness
for it was almost unspeakable, but, in
her fierce affection, they were told, she
hugged the whelp to death Now,
he trusted that the moral of this fable
-the fate which befel ail this handling
-would never be the fate of bis hon.
friend from Victoria, whose pldck and
determination he admirei, though
compelled to differ with him in prin-
ciple. The hon. gentleman was bound
to have bis say, and lie was glad
to see men of that stamp
in the House. lie was not afraid of
denonncing a good old Tory, and Le
had some respect for men of that class
who had been born and brought up in
the faith; but with men who changed
their names and their principles so
often that they did not iemain the
same for more than twelvo months to-
gether, he was utterly disgusted. He
believod that the papers for which the
hon. member for Victoria asked, would
be granted, and ho hoped that so small
a matter would not again be made the
occasion for such a violent attack. If
hie hon. friends opposite chose-as
they had a right to do-to attack the
Governmont, they should not attempt
in this way to steal a march on them.
When they were in Opposition they had
given the late Administration due
notice of snch assaults. But whether

Mr. RYMAL.

the Opposition desired to steal a maicht
or not, he warned his friends that thy
might look ont for squalls, because thc
Opposition meant business; and
wbether the Government desired, o
were able to defend their actions
not, they would be called upon to give
an account. The time was approaching
when a record must be made,.and th1
hon. gentlemen opposite were shrewd
enough to know that the time was a:
hand when the record was to be pre-
pared. These tactics would be con-
tinued, and if the Government had
been guilty of any great dereliction of
duty, or of the commission of any great
political crimes, he knew that his hon,
friend from Kingston, with whom lo
had been acquainted for inany year.
would ferret these acts out and drai
them to light. He trusted, and firmly
believed, that the Administration
would be able successfully to dispose of
the charges that would be brough:
against them. He hoped that they
wonld see a little of the old fire that
used to animate politicians in okl
Canada displayed, because for this Le
had great admiration. He did not b-
lieve in a namby -pamby way o
conducting the debates; he liked to sec
men in earnest, laying off their glove-
when they come into the fray; and
acting as valiantly and boldly in the
House as they did at pic-nics. More
than a year ago, ho believed, his hon.
friend from Kingston rejoiced over the
election of an hon. member for a Riding
in Toronto, and expressed bis pleasure
at the new accession to bis ranks, as
one necessary to render him assistanîce
when he met the beasts at Ephesu.
A considerable time however hal
elapsed, and the battle with the beast'
had not as yet come off, but he trusted
that they would soon sec the fight i0
progress.

Mr. VAIL said he would on a future
occasion take the opportanity of rePly
ing to certain statements made durinl'
the debate.

Mr. TUPPER said in reference I
a statement made by the _Minister
Finance regarding the superannuat011
of Mr. Ratchford, that the latOe overP
ment had voted a certain suta for fina
cial offces at Halifax. This appropria
tion had been increased by the presen
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(;overnment, and, having done so, they
had superannuated one of the ablest and
most efficient officers in their service.
Hle was willing to refer his statement
concerning Mr. Ratchford's qualifica-
t ions to the Committee of Public Ac-
counts, with the understanding that
Mr. Langton was to be called before
them; and if Mr. Langton did not then
say that Mr. Ratchford had been
entrusted with public money to the
extent of a million dollars. at a time,
and, further, that he was one of the
most accurate officers in the service,
he would recall the eulogium lie had
passed upon that gentleman, who, in
receipt of a salary of $1,600 per annum,
and a public officer of a few years'
standing, had been superannuated at
the cost of $700 or $800 per annum.
The hon. the Minister of Finance had
given this statement a contradiction,
and he (NIr. Tupper) declared that the
law had been violated.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I say that it
s not violated.

Mr. TUPPER said lie could not con-
ceive how it was possible under the
law to superannuate an officer of five
years' standing, in receipt of $1,600
per annum, with an allowance of be-
tween $700 and $800 a year; and he
took it for granted that the law had
been violated. The hon. gentleman
said that a saving had been effected,
two officers having done the work
which one officer to-day performed ;
but it would be seen in the Estimates of
1873 4, those of the late Administration,
that the appropriation for the offices of
Assistant Receiver General and Audi-
tor at Halifax was $10,500, while for
the year ending June 30, 1875, the
appropriation was $12,000, an increase
of $1,500 before the superannuation in
question was affected ; and for the last
year, it was no less than $10,877.80. If
8782.08, the amoupt awarded to Mr.
Ratchford on his superannuation, was
added, the cost to the country for last
year was raised to $11,664.88. Thehon. nember for the county of Cape
Breton had challenged the statement
"0 had made, that he was a member of
the Nova Scotia Government, which
bi'oke up the monopoly in minos and
Minerals which had existed in that

rome;but his statement was cor-

rect. The Hon. Justice Johnston was
leader of that Administration, and lie
was Provincial Secretary. Mr. Archi-
bald, a member of the Opposition and
Mr. Johnston, went to England and
made the negotiations, and, on their
return, the Government, with the aid
of Mr, Archibald, carried the measure
through the Legislature.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that the
hon. member for Cumberland, as usual,
was entirely wrong as to the facts of
the case. Mr. Ratcbford was super-
annuated because he and Mr. Wallace
were not both required and neither
would be subordinate to the other. Ie
believed that the Government had been
strongly applied to, if not by the hon.
member for Cumberland, at all events
by his friends, to treat Mr. Ratchford
with all possible liberality, and if he
had no right at all to favour, the cir-
cumstances looked most suspiciously
like a job. It had been said that Mr.
Ratchlord's qualifications entitled him,
under the Superannuation Act to the
special allowance for ten years' service.

Mr. TUPPER: I grant that.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT said it was

possible that the Government had
stretched a point too far in considera-
tion for Mr. Ratchford, on the abolition
of the position in question, but he would
repeat that these officers were in each
other's way, and that it was absolutely
necessary in the public interests to
have but one head for both branches.
The complaint seemed to be that they
had dealt too leniently with Mr. Ratch-
ford, who was brought by the hon.
member for Cumberland to Halifax at
the time of Union, and for whose
special benefit the office was created.
In no other part of the Dominion was
there a Deputy Receiver-General and
the head of a Savings Bank at the
same place. Mr. Wallace was a per-
fectly competent officer of thirty years'
service, having charge of the Savings
Bank, and he should have been Deputy
Receiver-General as well; but this
arrangement would not have suited
the hon. member, because he had a
place to find for a friend from his own
county. These officers had concurrent
charge of the public money, and it had
been brought to the notice of the late
crovernment that it was advisable in
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the public interests that only one man
in Halifax should be responsible for
the pablic money. Shortly afterwards,
this arrangement was carried ont, and
Mr. Ratchford was superannuated; and
the charge was now made by the hon.
member for Cumberland that the Gov-
ernment had dealt with that gentleman
too leniently and too generously.

Mr. TUPPER: The charge is that
the Government has violated the law.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he
thought the Minister of Finance was
perfectly correct in saying that influ-
ences were brought to bear upon certain
parties in the public offices, in oider
to create the impression that Mr.
Ratchford was a most valuable public
official; and that, if the office was to be
abolished for special reasons, this
officer should be generously dealt with.
He would ask the hon. member for
Cumberland wbether Mr. Ratchford
had not previous to going to Halifax
filled the position of Weigh-Office
Keeper in the hon. gentleman's own
county.

Mr. T UPPER: I think I am correct
in stating that Mr. Ratchford had pre-
viously held no office which entitled
him to a grant under the Superannua-
tion Act.

Mr. JONES: That is not an answer
to my question.

Mr. TUPPER: I am not aware of
Mr. Ratehford ever having been Post-
master, or of his having previously
held any office of a Dominion charaeter
that would entitle him to a grant
under the Superannuation Act. If this
was the case, it was without my know-
ledge, and I do not believe it to be the
case.

Mr. JONES said the hon. gentleman
should have been aware of the circum-
stance, because the representation was
made that Mr. Ratchford had been in
the public service of the country under
the branch entitling him to a grant
under the Superannuation Act for five
or seven years before he was sent to
HIalifax, and these years of service in
Cumberland had been taken advantage
of by the gentleman's friends. He
thought the Government was open to
censure for having given Mr. Ratchford
such a large retiring allowance.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I will have
the opinion of the Minister of Justice
as to the legal point, and of course if
the law bas been violated, and any
error committed, the allowance can be
reduced to the proper figures.

Mr. JONES said he thought the
Government was very much to blane
for granting such a large allowance;
and if, on investigation, it was shown
that this was in excess of that which
Mr. Ratchfbrd should have received,
ho considered that the amount should
be reduced, and all that had been paid
in excess deducted from the payments
that would yet be made. IHe was glad
that the hon. member for Cumberland
had brought this before the House, be-
cause they wanted, when their public
servants were superannuated, for then
to be superannuated on a proper basis
without any undue influence being cx-
ercised, and he was glad to hear from
the Minister of Finance that it would
be placed in the position it ought to
b.

Mr. COFFIN said that, as far as le
understood, the Opposition blamed tlie
Government for dealing with this gen-
tleman too leniently. When the ques-
tion of superannuating Mr. Ratchford
came up, the view taken by tlic
Treasury Board was to give him all tiat
his case would allow, and ho had appli-
cations from Mr. Ratchford's friends to
do the best that could be donc for him.
He considered that ho had been dealt
with leniently, and that everythifng
was given him that the law would
give him, and possibly more. If there
was any dissatisfaction about this, the
matter should be investigated and the
amount reduced to that to which he
was strictly entitled. _He thought it
was disingenuous for the frieads of Mr.
Ratchford to accuse the Government
of giving him more than ho was enti
tled to.

Mr. TUPPER: 1 am quite content
to adopt the suggestion of the Minister
of Finance, to settle this question by
having it reforred to the Comnittee On
Public Accounts.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: No, no.

Mr. TUPPER: To have it deter-
mined whether the statement I made
was correct or not,that the gentleman'
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said in the Publie Accounts to be super-
annuated, not to consolidate the offices,
but on account of age. I showe-1 the
absurdity of superannuating him, and
then appointing him to a Savings
Bank. I showed that the law had
been violated. The hon. gentleman
stated h e had been superannuated,
strictly in accordance with the law,
but now, while I think the law was
broken, he thinks it was only stretched.
I think it was stretched so far that it
snapped. I think a gross injustice was
done Mr. Ratchford in depriving him
of the office without any pretence of
saving any public money, but the Gov-
ernment have no right to take friend-
ship into consideration in administer-
ing the law, and they had no right to
exceed the amount allowed by law.
Having, however, obtained bis office
by giving him a certain amount, it is
doubtful how far they have the right,
without a breach of faith, to deal with
it as they propose. If the Minister of
Justice suggests that they should adopt
this course and the Government is
willing to do it, they will confess -that
this is a job, which is a word the lion.
gentleman opposite Las placed in my
mouth; I say his superannnation was a
job-not bis appointment.

Amendment agreed to.
Motion as amended agrecd to.

House adjourned at
Twenty Minutes to

Twelve o'clock.

,,OUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 23rd Feb., 1877.
The Speaker took the chair at Three

o'clock.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
The following bills were severally

introduced and read the first tine. -
Bill (No. 28) Respecting the Nia-

gara Grand Island Bridge Company.-
(Mr. Thomson, Welland.)

Bill (No. 29) To amend the Act
Passed in the 39th year of ler
Ma.esty's Reign intituled: "An Act
tOieorporate the British Canadianuoan and Investment Company

( imted)"-(r. oueng.)

Bill (No. 30) To incorporate the
Union Marine Insurance Company of
ilalifax, Nova Scotia.-(Mr. Jones,
Halifax).

Bill (No. 31) To authorize and pro-
vide for the winding up of the Metro-
politan Bank.--(Mr. Workman.)

Bill (No. 32) Respecting La Banque
Jacques Cartier-(Mr. Jetté.)

Bill (No. 33) To incorporate La
Société de Construction St. Jacques, as
a permanent building Society; and
for other purposes.--(Mr. Jetté).

Bill (No. 8) To change the naine of
the St. Francis and Megantic Interna-
tional Railway Company, to the Inter-
national Railway Company; and for
other purposes.-- (Mr. Brooks.)

Bill (No. 34) To amend the Act to
incorporate the Ottawa Agricultural
Insurance Company.-(Mr. Rochester.)

Bill (No. 35) Concerning the Ot-
tawa, Vaudreuil and Montreal Rail-
way Company.--(Mr. Kagar.)

TiE INLAND REVENUE ACT.
RESOLUTION To BE REFERRED.

Mr. LAFLAMME moved:-
"That the House will ou Tuesday next

resolve itself into Conmittee of the Whole to
consider the lollowing resolution:-

That it is expedient to amend the Act
respecting the Inland Revenue and to pro-
vide for the imposition of a license duty of
fifty dollars on each importer or nanufac-
turer (not a manufacturer of beer, wash or
spirits, or a rectifier of spirits) of stills,
worms, fermenting tuns or other apparatus
suitable for the manufacture of' beer, wash
or spirits."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD called
the attention of the hon. the Minister
of Inland Revenue that his notices on
the motion paper werc insufficient.
The Bills should be introduced at once,
as it was an idie form to resolvo the
House into Committee of the Whole to
amend the Bill. Every proposition
should be introduced and carried out
formally before this stage. Then, as a
matter of notice, the order paper should
show what the amendments were.

Mr. LAFLAMME said they would
bo set out i fuil.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was no
doubt but that the hon. member for
Kingston was correct. The object of
going into Committee at allwas to dis-
cuss the actual change to be made.
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
ho would not press tho point, but ho
hoped the Minister of Inland Revenue
would put the particulars at once on
the Votes and Proceedings so that the
House would know what was before
therm when they came to consider the
resolutions. His lion. friend the Min-
ister of Justice had taken care to
specify the points of the propositions
which ho wished to amond.

Mr. BLAKE said ho understood the
rule to be that the substance of the
proposition should be given. He had
been a little minute because he hap-
pened to draw the Bill. It was not
necessary to give all the contents.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Oh,
no; the basis of the Bill is sufficient.

Motion agreed to.

ADULTERATION OF FOOD,
DRINK AND DRUGS.

REsOLUTION TO BE REFERRED.

Mr. LAFLAMME moved:-
That the House will on Tuesday next

resulve itself into Committee of the Wholeto
consider the fbllowing resolution: That it i
expedient to amend the Act to impose
License dues on Compounders of Spirits, to
anend the Act respecting the Inland'
Revenue, and to prevent the adulteration of
Food, Drink and Drugs."

Motion agreed to.

INSPECTION OF GAS AND GAS
METERS.

RESOLUTION TO BE REFERRED.

Mr. L AFLAMME moved.-
" T aat the House will on Tuesday next

resolve itself into Committe of the Whole to
consider the following rosolution: That it is
expedient further to amend the Act to pro.
vide for the inspection of Gas and Gas
Meters."

Motion agreed to.

SALARIES OF JUDGES.

RESOLUTIoN T) D3E REFERRED.

Mr. BLAKE novod:
" That the flou<e will on Tuesday next

resolve itself into Comniittee of the Vhole
to consider the following resolutions:-

i. That it is expedient to anend the eighth
section of the Act paï'ed in the thirty-
seventii year of Her Majesty's reign, intituled

Mr. MACKENZIE.

An Act to amend the Act, thirty.six
Victoria, chapter thirty-one 'for the read-
justmnent of the salaries of Judges, and other
purposes, by striking out the words 'for
fifteen years ' in the said section contained
and substituting therefor the words ' for ten
years.'

2. That it is expedient to provide that the
said amendment shall extend to the applica-
tion of the amended section to the Coeuntv
Court Judges in Nova Scotia by virtue of the
second section of the Act passed in the thirtv-
ninth year of Her Majesty's reign, intituld
An Act to provide for the salaries of County
Court Judges in the Province of Novnt
Scotia, and for other purposes."

Motion agreed to.

LIFE INSURANCE BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved concur-
rence in the following resolution:-

"'That it is expedient to amend ard con-
solidate, as amended, the several Acts
respecting Life Insurance; repealing for that
purpose the unrepealed portions of the Acts
of Canada, 31 Victoria, chapter 48-34 Vie.
toria, chapter 9-37 Victoria, chapter 48-
38 Victoria, chapter 21-part of the 23rd
section of 38 Victoria, chapter 20-and
chapter 52 of the Consolidated Statutes for
Upper Canada."

Motion agreed to and report concurred
in.

Mr. CARTWRJIGHT introduced a
Bill founded on the said resolution,
intituled " An Act to amend and
consolidate the several Acts respecting
Insuran ce."

Bill read thefirst tine.

SUPPLY.
Ill.-cIVIL GOVERNMENT.

House resolved itself into Comnmittee
of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

3. The Department of the
Queen's Privy Council for
Canada....................... $15,000

4. The Department of Justice. 11,600
Mr. TUPPER asked for an explana-

tion of the decrease frorn $16,200 laSt
year.

Mr. BLAKE said the House was
awaro that almost immediately before

the resignation of the late Governlment,
the Mounted Police was organized, or
at least the organization had comnmenc-
ed. The business of the Mounted Police
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was then placed in the bands of the
I)epartment of Justice, but it had been
,ince transferred te another Depart-
ment. This enabled some reduction to
be made. Circumstances bad aiso
enabled him to make arrangements
for removing the more highly salaried
officers, and replacing them with
otficers of a lowcr grade, at less salary.
The Department was now, he thought,
as economically managed as it could
be without its efficiency being im-
paired, althouglh the amount of business
had been rapidly increasing for some
years, and was now, and it could only
be efficiently performed by the diligent
supervision of the heads of the
Department. The hon. gentle-
man would observe that not-
withstanding the total decrease, an
increase was proposed in the salary of
the new deputy, the successor of the
late deputy, who was superannu-
ated. It was impossible to obtain a
deputy able to discharge the duties of
the office at a less salary than was pro-
posed. The amount specified in the
Estimates as the salary of the deputy
was not the total amount received by
that officer. Being also Chief Clerk to
the Atborney-General, he received from
the Indian fund $400 as Solicitor. It
inight be stated that the new deputy
had received $6,000 as professional
inceome, which he lefc for $4,000.
Some comparisons had been made
which were not exactly accurate,
between the expenditure in former
yearsof the Department of the Minister
of Justice and the expenditure of late
Years. Ie had, therefore taken occa-
son to make a comparative statement
of the expenditures since 1873, from
which it appeared that in November,
1873, the amount was $13,202.50, as

$11,600 which was proposed
for this year.

Mr. BLAIN called attention to the
apointment of a gentleman to correct
Private Bills. The hon. member for
Chateauguay and some othergentlemen
of the House were very anxious that
an officer should be appointed, whose
duty it would be to endeavour to recon-
cile the private legislation of the
flouse Ie asked the Minister of
Justice if it was intended to appoint
suclih an officer, the necessity being

generally conceded on both sides of the
flouse.

Mr. BLAKE said the Estimates
showed that no additional appoint-
ments were proposed. He thought,
however, it would be of the bighest
consequence that such an officer should
be appointed who would no doubt save
thousands for every dollar ho received.
An arrangement might be made by
which he could assist the Attornev-
General during the recess. However,
until his hon. friend the Finance Min-
ister was enabled to present a picture
more agreeable to the hon. member
for Cumberland, he was afraid he
could not recommend the appointment
of such an officer.

Mr. PALMER: Do the Estimates
include the whole expenses of the
Department ?

Mr. BLAKE: Yes.
Mr. PALMER: Do I understand

that this includes payments made to
deputy Ministers?

Mr. BLAKE: Some persons assume
the title of deputies of my office wvho
are not.

Mr. PALIER: Still they got paid,
do they not ?

Mr. BLAKE: They do not.
Mr. PALMER: Do I understand

that they work without pay ?
Mr. BLAKE: The gentlemen who

call themselves my deputios in some
Provinces are really my legal agents;
and they are paid by fees.

Mr. PALMER , Where do the fees
appear?

Mr. BLAKE: The fees are paid in
the various Departments in whose ser-
vice the gentlemen are employed, The
amounts vary according to the amount
of buhiness the Government has to do.

Mr. KlRKPATRICK-Have you
any agent of that kind in Ottawa ?

Mr. BLAKE: I have not precisely
an agent, but Messrs. Walker & McIn-
tyre are employed to conduct that por-
tion of tho Government's legal business.
The late Ministry employed the same
persons.

Mr. PALMER: Where is the esti-
mate of fees ?
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Mr. BLAKE: There is no such
estimate. In fact there could not be.
Is not the hon. gentleman a lawyer,
and does he not know that lawyers'
services are inestimable.

Mr. TUPPER: I see by the Estimates
of 1876-7 that the appropriation was
$15,200, and for 1877-8 $11,600. Then I
find charged to the Mouated Police
Branch, formerly in the Department of
Justice, $2,700, and, making the noces-
sary deduction, I find that the reduc-
tion on the whole is $1,900.

Mr. BLAKE: Even that is not cor-
rect. The fact of the matter is, that
the staff of the Minister of Justice was
not sufficient to supply a proper degree
of attention to the Mounted Police
Force, and the staff as now organized
with reference to this Force in the
Secretary of State's office has $2,700 a
year more than was contributed to it
tormerly in the Department of Justice.
I estimate that there has been a saving
in this Department of about $35,000.

Vote aqreed to.

5. Department of Justice, Peni-
tentiary Branch............. $3,8>0

Mr. BLAKE said the new items
related to the Bill of last Session for
the appointment of Assistant Inspec-
tors of Penitentiaries in Manitoba and
British Columbia. These officers were
not yet appointed, but shortly would
be; and then the expenditure would
be incurred. There was also a slight
increase in contingrencies to cover the
possible travelling expenses of two
Assistant Inspectors, as well as in the
salary of the Inspector of Penitentiaries.
Urgent representations had been
made as to the inadequacy of'the salary
paid under that Act. Undoubtedly
the functions of Inspector were very
important, and, although the officer
was supplied with an efficient clerk,
they were very responsible. On the
whole, the Government had deemed
it not unneecessary to invite an increase
in this respect of $250, making $2,250
instead of $2,000. Arrears had accu-
mulated in the office, and it had been
found requisite to a)point a clerk of
superior standing to overtake theni.

Vote agreed to.

6. The Department of Mil.
itia and Defence......$3 ,750 00

. Mr. PALMER.

7. The Department of Sec-
retary of State........ 31,990 00

8. The Department of Min-
ister of the Interior.. 42,760 00

9. The Deparitment of Re-
ceiver-General... ..... 21,050 00

10. The Department of Fin-
ance... . ............... 49,800 00

11. The Department of Cas-
toms .................. 28,450 00

À2. The Department of In-
land Revenue.......... 26,967 50

13. The )epartment of Pub-
lic W orks............... 48,884 00

14. The Department of Post
Office ..... ........ 85,950 0ù

Hr. CARTWRIGHT said the in-
creases in question were, he believed,
all statutory increases.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : 1i
there any increa -e in the Money Ordce
Office ?

Mr. CARTWRIIT: No; I think
not. I believe that the total numbers
are rather less tlan formerily.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONAL D: Therc
are rumours in the air about losses and
irregularities in this connection, but I
do not know what truth there may be
in them.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : The fact of
the matter is, that we have found it
necessary to institute a very muCh
more rigorous law in this regard. For
a considerable time we have had su-
picions that irregularities might occur
and were occurring; and my Depait
ment is now charged with the speci
audit of the Money Order Office. N
doubt some serious irregularities in
certain cases have been discovered.
leading to the dismissal of officers, an
perhaps more serious punishmnent. The
precise details, of course, I am hardly
in a position to give, and perhaps t
would not be expedient to discuss
them.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
quite agree with the hon. gentlemn-l
that it may not ncw be convenient to
make an enquiry into these matte",
but perhaps when the enquiry is oVer,
we may be informed to what ex-
tent the irregularities have gone,
and -what may be the estimated amoun1t
of los, if any, and what precautions
are to be taken in the future. That is
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a matter which I think ought to receive,
as no doubt it will, the serions con-
sideration of the Government. Although
the Money Order system is a very
convenient one, and though I would
be very sorry to sec it closed, still,
unless these irrragularities can be
stopped, the public revenue cannot go
on sustaining serions losses, if any have
been experienced. 1 know that
irregularities occur from time to time
in this Department, and I remember
that in our time the bon. gentlemen
opposite found them to exist ; and some
legislation it seems to me, must be
provided, by which every postmaster
must know that, under such circum-
stances, he is committing a felony.
And if any error is once found out,
except iL bc one that can be suitably
explained, no matter how dependant
the guilty party may be, or how
anxions his friends may be to cover up
the irregularity and return the money,
no such return should be allowed. Such
a man should not be forgiven his offence
or retained in office. I know perfectly
well, from old experience, what is donc
with regard to such cases, and I do not
allude to the Post Office in particular.
Every Government is subject to such
pressure. In this branch, where
implicit confidence must be reposed in
the Postmaster having charge of the
money order system, the punishments
for irregularities, which are due some-
times to carelessness and sometimes to
causes far worse, should be certain, and
there should be no condonation of the
offence. I dare say that this subject
las occupied the serious consideration
of the Government, and J think that
the Minister of Justice should intro-
duce a Bill in this relation, making the
punishment so severe and so prompt as
to override any temptation to use the
meney so often placed in their hands.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I quite agree
with the remarks which have fallen
from the right hon. gentleman. My
Own opinion always bas been, that far
too much indulgence bas been shown
to people who have so abused the pub-
lie trust, and these cases the Govern-
ment has had for some considerable
time under consideration ; and my own
Department bas now assumed in a
special manner the auditing and charge
of this Branch. Regulations have also

been introduced tcnding to greatly
diminish the temptation and opportu-
nity for that kind of crime to which
the right hon. gentleman bas alluded.
As to the point on which the hon.
gentleman has laid most stress, that
parties should be punished without in-
dulgence if they choose to abuse posi-
tions of trust, I entirely agree with
him, and undoubtedly the head of the
Department and the Minister of Justice
will take very prompt steps in all cases
henceforward that come under their
notice, to protect the public interests
in that direction.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said the right
hon. gentleman had very properly
called the attention of the House to
the great and growing importance of'
the passage of this vast amount of
money through the Post Office, the
aggregate being as much as the expen-
diture of the nation. Some re-organi-
zation had been found necessary, and
no doubt, the Government would be
in a position to explain the changes
to the House during the Session.

Mr. MITCHELL said he understood
the Ministers to state that the increases
which had been made, were statutory
increases ; but he found that salaries
had really been increased to a very
considerable extent. The expenses for
the Post Office this year were set down
at $85,950, while, for the fiscal year
ending in 1874, they were $66,410.
The Public Works Department would
cost this year $48,884, while for the
other year mentioned, the amount was
$41,360. The figures for the Depart-
ment of Justice this year were $11,600,
although in this the expenses for the
Mounted Police, were not included,
while for the year ending June, 1874,
the amount was $9,550, in which the
cost of the Mounted Police was includ-
ed. The figures for the Department of
Militia and Defence were, during the
present year, $35,750, and for 18734,
they were $30,480. In ceonnection
with the Secretary of State's Depart-
ment, $27,000 odd were appropriated
for the year 1873-4, and this year, the
sum was $31,190. The Department of
the Interior would this year ceost
$42,760, and in 1873-4, it cost $16,920.
The Receiver-General's Department
during 1873-4 cost $17,000, and this.
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year the appropriation woulI be
$21,000. The Finance Department
cost $45,460 during 1873-4, and this
year the amount would be $49,800. The
appropriation for the Customs Depart-
ment would this year be $26,900, and
during 1873-4 it was $19,775. The
Public Works Department during
1873-4 cost $41,360, and this vear it
would cost $48,800. The cost of the
Marine and Fisheries Department dur-
ing 1873-4 was $20,015, and this year it
would be $25,000. The Contingencies
Fund during 1873-4 amounted to
$150,000, and this vear the appropria-
tion would reach the figure of$170,000.
He did not mean to imply that the in-
creases indicated were not necessary,
but, under the circumstances, lie did
not think the Ministers should claim
so much credit for a reduction in the
working expenses, since it was so ob-
vious, that two years ago the transac-
tion of the Executive business cost the
country so much less than it did to-day.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that under
the Statute, as it now existed, the great
bulk of the employés received every
year increases of $50 each, provided
they had done nothing to forfeit them,
and until these gentlemen attained the
maximum of their class, the expendi-
ture of Departments must continue
steadily increasing; and they must do
one of two things-either suspend the
augmentations to these gentlemen's
salaries, as well as the promotions, or
be prepared to establish on the average
a certain annual increase varying from
$500 or $600, to $1,200 or $1,400, ac-
cording to the size of each Department.
If the hon. gentleman would compare
the Estimates for 1877-8, with those of
1873-4, he would see that, in the great
majority of cases, the increases estab-
lished amounted to a matter of $3,000
or $4,000 a year in the larger Depart-
monts, and of about $2,000 or $3,000 in
the smaller ones; and therefore the
sums now paid were precisely the
sums paid during 1873-4, making the
necessary deductions for the ordi-
nary statutory increases. The only
exceptions, of any importance, to this
rale, were the Departments of the Post
Office, and of the Interior. In the
latter Department, as everybody
knew, the work had prodigiously in-
creased during the last two or three

Mr. MITCHELL.

years, and if his memory served him
aright, this Department was organized
during the last year the bon. gentle-
men opposite held power. Of course,
it was quite impossible at that time

1 to say what organization or what ex-
penditure would be required.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
Department was organized before, but
the namo was then changed.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that, at
any rate, everybody saw that the in-
crease of expenditure in this Depart-
ment must necessarily be large. The
whole work of Committees, and the
duties connected with surveys had
increased enormously.

Mr. MITCHELL: The surveys are
not so much as they were.

M r. MACKENZIE: They are more
than they were in 1875.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that, in
any case, the Post Office Department,
as the Public Accounts showed, vas
constantly in the habit of overruanning
its appropriations. A great number
of people had been paid out of con-
tingencies in former years; and it had
been impossible to carry out, without
augmented expenditure, the improve-
ments introduced under the admini-
tration of the present Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario, althougi he
believed that these ameliorationis hal
been loudly called for in the country.
They had given great satisfaction, but
nevertheless they were somewhat
expensive, and they inflicted upon
the Government the necessity of
making large additions to the staff of
the Department. As to contingencies,
it was quite truc that for the year
1873-4, the vote was $150,000, and the
same vote had been made in 1872-3,
but if the hon. gentleman would look
at the Public Accounts, he would find
that the departmental accounts always
exceeded this appropriation by about
$30,000 or $40,000. He had conse-
quently thought it very much botter
to ask the House for the sum likely to
be expended, than to be invariably
bringing down Supplementary Esti-
mates to cover theso matters, which
were largely connected with the em-
ployment of extra clerks, &c., espe-
cially during' the Session, when a
great number of returns were moved
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for. .As to the increase from $150,000
to $175,000, this was purely nominal,
because the previous practico had
always been, he supposed, to take a
supplementary vote upon these ex-
penditures. Some complaints had
been made as to the hardship to which
the Civil Servants were exposed, and
he deemed it well t, call the attention
of the House to the fact tiat a very
great number of salaries had been in-
ereased under the regular operation of
the Statute, extending at least to the
sum of $200 over the sum formerly
received.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, while the statutory increases were
made yearly to salaries, compensation
was obtained by young men entering
the service at low salaries and replac-
ing the officers at high salaries who,
left the service.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said ho had
found that remarkably few officials
dropped ont of the service. After a
numiber of years, a considerable body of'
officials would retire from natural
causes. The Civil Service and Super-
annuation Acts had been in operation
only a few. years, and the Government
were losing a good deal more than
they gained, as would be the case for

)Moe years.
Vote agreed to.

The Department of Agri-
culture ...................... $28,290 00

Mr. POPE (Compton) asked if pro-
vision were made for the salary of a
Senretary to the Minister.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said there was
.ot, as the present Minister had not
yet appointed a Secretary.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said the
Estinates did not therefore show the
total expenditure. Every Private
Secretary appeared now to receive the
full amount of $600. The Private
Secretary to the late Minister of Agri-
culture received the $600 and a Clerk's
salary, raising the amount to over
$1,600. When he (Mr. Pope) occupied
that position, his Private Secretary
only received a gross salary of $750.
Similar increases appeared under the
head of ail the Departments.

MRr. CARTWRIGHT said the hon.
gentleman was in error; the Private

Secretary of the Minister of Justice
received $350, and the Secretaries of
the Ministers of Inland Revenue and
Customs $400.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
there might be occasionally other rea-
sons for granting increased salaries.
While the Post Office Department con-
tained nany compotent officers, he
understood an officer had been brought
from outside into the Post Office be-
partment at a salary of $1,650 a year.
It was desirable that the House should
know whether such was the fact.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said the officer
was brought into the Department from
outside,and ho had proved very efficient.
The position was created on the report
of the Superintendent of the Depart-
ment, and was entirely at his sugges-
tion. In consequence of that appoint-
ment, the services of two clerks had
been dispensed with. If the bon.
member for Kingston would examine
the circumstances, ho would be satisfied
that a first-class man was necessary to
assist the Superintendent in the dis-
charge of his responsible and onerous
duties.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
from his acquaintance witli the Post
Office Department lie knew it con-
tained a great number of officials on
the permanent staff who were qualified
for almost any service. Alt the quali-
fication needed was to be a good
accountant and an honest man.

Mr. IIUNTINGTON said another
first-class clerk in' the Money Order
Department was appointed from out-
side for the same reason. In adminis-
tering the Department, aided by the
judgment of its responsible superin-
tendent, he would use the best means
to secure efficiency.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said that where
there was an efficient man in the out-
side service he should be brought into
the Department when opportunity
offered, more especially in the Customs
Department.

Vote agreed te.
1. The Department of Mai-

ine and Fisheries ........$25,070 00
17. Treasury Board Office.....84,050 09

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the
ncrease of $750 was caused by the
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appointment of an official to audit the
accounts of the Money Order Branch.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Money Order Office might be
placed under the Finance Department.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the money
order business appeared to be so mixed
up with post office regulations that ho
did not perceive how it could be placed
under the Finance Department.

Vote agreed to.

18. Departmental Contin-
gencies....................$170,000 00

Mr. TUPPER said the item for con-
lingencies appeared to be creeping up.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said there had
been an apparent increase from
$150,000 to $175,000. The former
sum vas, however, always exceeded;
in 1872-73 by $30,000, in 1873-74 by
640,000 and $50,000. He saw no pos-
sible advantage in having to bring
down a Supplementary Estimate, and
ho had therefore inserted a sum which
would cover the actual expenses. In
1873-4, in two cases under the head of
" civil government," the bonuses were
charÈed with the regular salaries.

Mr. TUPPER: How was the year
1873-4 ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: It was larger
still than 1872-3-$220,000, I think.
The contingencies have been steadily
increasing since 1873-4. Lastycar the
total expenditure was $172,500.

Vote agreed to.

20. To meet the possible
amount required for new
appointments by an ex-
tension of the staff, or
any other change......$10,000 00

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the ex-
penditure had been largely reduced,
partly because a large number of
salaries had been augmented by the
operation of the Statute, or by increases
granted by heads of Departments;
partly because of some readjustments,
and partly because, owing to the
present condition of the revenue, they
did not feel justified in asking for any
large sum.

Vote agreed to.
Mr. CÂITWaranT.

IV. ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

21. Miscellaneous Justice,
North-West Territories $20,000 0)

22. Travelling expenses of
Stipendiary Magistrates
in North-West Terri-
tories....... ................. $4,500 00

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
how these expenses were regulated.

Mr. BLAKE said there had been, as
yet, no regulations. The law provided
that the expenses should bo regulated
by Order in Council, but it was deemed
expedient to wait for time to demon-
strate what the actual expenses were,
before arranging the matter,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked,
as a matter of information, whether
the travelling expenses of the officers
appointed had been paid.

Mr. BLAKE said he believed as a
rule they had been paid, or some
allowance made. Unless the officer
was paid a small salary under excep-
tional circumstances, in his opinion the
practice ought to be done away with.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the English practice was that when a
man was appointed ho should go at
his own expense to the future scene of
his labours. Afterwards, if his duties
involved travelling, his expenses were
paid.

Mr. BLAKE said he knew that was
the practice there. There was a great
difference in the distances in the two
countries. Travelling was very high
when Winnipeg was reached.

Mr. SCHULTZ asked where the
stipendiary magistrates would be sta-
tioned.

Mr. BLAKE said that it was provided
that their posts should be fixed from
time to time as directed by the Gover-
nor in Council. Only two magistrates
had been appointed as yet. One who was
at Peliy, would be ordered to remove
to Battieford as soon as the Governor
removed there; he would act as the
legal adviser of that official. The rosi-
dence of the other magistrate was fixed
for the present at Pelly ; but it was
obvious that should be changed accord-
ing as they found the settlement ex-
tend and according to where they
would be useful.
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Who
,ire the Stipendiary Magistrates?

Mr. BLAKE said Mr. Ryan, formerly
of Montreal, was one, and Mr. Hugh
Mehardson the other. The vote was
mtken for three, but there was no
:ntention of appointing a third unless
eccessity arose.
Vote agreed to.

23. Circuit allowance, Bri-
tish Columbia ........ . $15,000.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the vote appeared to be for a large
sum.

Mr. BLAKE said it was a large vote,
but the Government were engaged in
trying to obtain statements which
would enabla them to reduce the ex-
penses. Of course travelling in British
Columbia was expensive, but represen-
tations had been made which led him
to believe that there had been a con-
siderable degree of liberality in this
respect, and that long Circuits were
iade with very small results in the

administration of justice. They had
only a concurrent power in this mat-
ter, and while the Local Goverument
determined where the Assizes should
be held, it was difficult for the Domin-

Ion Government to intervene. If the
Aet was disallowed they would have to
p;rovide for the expenses of the Judge.

Vote agreed to.
24. Circuit allowance Mani-

toba......... ........ 81,500.
iMr. SCHULTZ asked why, as $3,000

vas voted this year, the amount had
[een Cut down one hailf?

Mr. BLAKE said they had found
from experience that $1,500 would be
sufficient, and it was not thought

eflcessary to ask Parliament for a
larger sum than would be required.

Mr. SCHULTZ asked if the estimate
was made on the same basis as that
lor British Columbia.

Mr. BLAKE said the allowance had
been changed once or twice in Mani-
loba. The amount was now fixed upon
the consideration that it was a fair
re muneration for the expenses incurred.
The condition of things in British Col-
umbia was unsatisfactory. The account
w'as vouched by the Judge, but there
was no means of declaring to the Judge

that the sums eharged wére confined
to such as ought to be charged. Of
course, there was no reason for thinking
there was anything wrong, except fron
the enormity of the amounts charged.
There was reason to believe that the
services of an officer, a registrar or
clerk, cbarged as travelling expenses,
ought not to be charged.

Mr. RYAN asked if it was intended
to place a sum in the estimates to pro-
vide for the payment of the Commis-
mission to try disputed titles in
Manitoba.

Mr. BLAKE said the remuneration
was fixed by Order in Council at $1,000,
with such salary as might be fixed by
the Minister of the Interior for the
Clerk.

Mr. BUNSTER said be did not think
the allowance was a fair one. Mani-
toba was a large country and it was
difficult to travel over. He did not
think $3,000 too much for the service.

Vote agreed to.
25. Precis-writer of the

Supreme Court of Ca-
nada and the Exche-
quer Court............ $1,850.

Mr. MITCHELL asked how the in-
crease was accounted for.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the clerk
was entitled by statute to the increase
if he remained in the office.

Mr. BLAKE said this officer's salary
was voted last year, and the terms of
his appointment were $1,800 for the
first year, with an increase of $50 per
year for four years. le was a kind
of superior officer in the court, and had
to prepare the reports of the cases.
26. Clerk of the Supreme

Court of Canada and
the Exchequer Court.. . $425.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
there was a very great discrepancy
between the two salaries.

Mr. BLAKE said this office was
deait with just as they thought the
exigencies of business required. When
the appointment was made the salary
was only $300. An advance of $100
had been made, and the other $25
was statutory. Ther were three offi-
cers and a messenger connected with
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the Court, and he possibly might
to appoint another messenger.

Vote agreed to.
28. Contingencies and Dis-

bursements, including
Judges' travelling ex-
penses and printing and
binding reports, also sala
ries of officers to be ap-
pointed in the Supreme
Court of Canada, and the
Exchequer Court....... . .

have

$8,000.00
Mr. MITCHELL said he supposed,

looking at the large expenditure for
Judges, that where it was found more
convenient and less expensive, the
Court would go to Halifax and British
Columbia to collect evidence.

Mr. BLAKE said under such cir-
cumstances the Judges would at any
rate go to Halifax and Quebec, but it
was not proposed that they should go
to such a distant point as British
Columbia. In case it was necessary
to obtain evidence at British Columbia
ample provision was made for obtain-
ing it by commission, and transmit-
ting it here.

Vote agreed to.
2J. Salary of Registrar of

Vice - Admiralty Court,
Quebec......... ....... $666.66
Mr. JONES (Halifax) asked why a

salary was put down for the Vice-
Admiralty Court of Quebec, and
nothing for the Halifax Court. Ie
thought it was a new item.

Mr. BLAKE said this was nothing
new, it had appeared in the accounts
for several years. He found on in-
vestigation lately, that the Court
Registrar reccived fees. He had trans-
ferred the item from where it was
before to the present place in order
that it might be properly understood
by the House. The system of fees
was first introduced by Sir George
Cartier during the absence at Wash-
ington of the right hon. member for
Kingston. He had caused a return to
be made, from which it appeared that
the Registrar's fees amountod to a
considerable sum. He would ask the
House to pass the item this year, and
before next year lie would cause a
full examination to be made.

Mir. BLAKE.

Mr. MITCHELL said the whole
Court required considerable reforma.
tion. From his experience in the
Vioe-Admiralty Court, he judged that
the system was most cumbersome,
involving great delay and expense.

Mr. BLAKE said it was due to the
learned Judge of that Court to say that
the hon. member must be mistaken, or
he would not cast a reflection upon the
Judge's conduct.

Mr. MITCHELL said he did not
inean to cast any reflection upon the
J"dge of the Court. On the contrary,
ho thought lie was a very able man.
The system of taking evidence and
the obtaining of witnesses vas very
cumbersome, and the delay was very
great. Ie desired not to be under-
stood as passing any reflection upon
the Judge or any of his officers; they
were all very courteous and gentle-
manly. He did not find fault with
them, but with the system, and as
some changes were eontemplated, he
hoped that the entire system would be
investigated and improved, both as to
fees and the manner of taking evi-
den ce.

Mr. CARON said Parliament could
not interfere in the matter, the ar-
rangements having been regulated by
an Imperial Act. The Court was one
of the best conducted in the country.
All the officers were always ready to
do their duty, and he could bear testi-
mony to their zeal. He thought the
question of fees was regulated alto-
gether by the Imperial Act.

Mr. BLAKE said he did not proposo
to interfere with the fees, but to regu-
late the salaries, as having some rela-
tion to the fees. It was not withinthe
competence of the Dominion Parlia-
ment at present to alter the forin of
business in the Admiralty Court, which
was established under a imperial
statute, and its rules were in force
under the authority of that statute.
Representations had been made to his
predecessor by the Judge of Quebec,
and by the officer of the Admiralty
Court of Halifax, to the effect that the
procedure was so cumbersome as to
deter litigants from applying to the
courts. He had an opportunity uPo"
a recent occasion to place this natter
befbre the Imperial authoritie-, and it
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was agreed to, modify the arrangements.
The system in force in the Admiralty
Courts in Canada was antiquated, the
nodern improvements introduced in
England, not having been extended to
the outlying Admiralty Courts. He
had learned that it was the intention of
the Imperial Government to give
Canada the benefit, he hoped at not a
very remote time, of those improve-
ments.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said the point
he wished to make was, why the Court
in Que bec was paid by fees and not the
Court of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick.

Mr. BLAKE said his view was that
no Court officers should be paid by fees.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said the
Judge presiding over the Court in
Halifax had been obliged to pay the
crier and messengers of the Court out
of his own pocket. He thought the
time had arrived when the item under
discussion should be struck off.

Mr. BLAKE said the Hlouse would
observe that the officers had been paid
ior the last six years.

Vote agrecd to.
30. Salary of Marshal of

Vice - Admiralty Court,
Quebec,....................... $333.34.

31. Salaryof one Stipendia-
ry Magistrate or County
Judge to provide, if noces-
sary, for the vacancy creat-
ed by the death of the late
A. T. Bushby,................ $2,425.00
Resolutions to be reported.
1Hiouse resuned.
It being six o'clock, the

left the chair.
Speaker

After Recess.
PRIVATE BILLS.

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were severally
read the second tine :-

Bill (No. 9) Respecting the Canada
Bridge Company. - (Mr.

BI1i (No. 10) To amend the Act in.(orpor.ating the London and Canpda
Bank.-( Brooks.)

17

Bill (No. 13) To incorporate the
Dominion of Canada Civil Service
Mutual Benefit Association.-(Mr.
Wood.)

Bill (No. 14) To amend the several
Acts incorporating the Montreal, Port-
land and Boston Lailway Company.-
(Mr. Baby.)

Bill (No. 17) To extend the pro-
visions of Section 56 of the Act 34
Victoria, chapter 5, intituled " An Act
relating to Banks aud Banking," to the
Bank of British North America.-
(Mir. Fraser.)

Bill (No. 20) To amend the Act of
Incorporation of the London and
Ontario Investment Company (Limit-
ed.)-(Mr. Macdonald, Toronto.)

Bill (No. 22) To Incorporaie the
Dominion Grange of the Patrons of
Husbandry.-(Mr. ]Rymîal.)

SUPPLY.

V. POLICE.

House resolved itself into Conmittee
of Supply.

(In the Committee.)
32. Dominion Police, $11,000.

VI. PENITENTIARIES.

33. ]Kingston Penitentiary,127,167.57.
Mr. MASSON said he hope-1 the

Minister of Justice would sec the pro-
priety of leaving these Estimates for a
future occasion, as the report w-as not
before them in a printed form. Ie
invited the attention of the Prime
Minister to the matter.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had known
occasions when the Estimates were
passed without any reports at all being
in possession of the House. At present
every report that could be presented
was before them, and the items were
given with the utmost possible detail.

Mr. BLAKE said that, under ihe
law as it now stood, the report of
the Inspector of Penitentiaries
could not be made until the 1st of
February; consequently it vas utterly
impossible to have it now before the

use in printed shape. It was pre-
sented at the earliest possible moment;
and he was informed that it could not
be printed at all during the session.
1le agreed wtth the view of the hon.
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gentleman that the report should be
printed, and for this and other reasons
ho was prepared, and hoped, to intro-
duce to the consideration of the Hlouse
on Monday a Bill making certain
changes, such as arranging for the
presentation of the annual Report, in
future, in October, for the preceding
fiscal year up to the month of July.
le hoped that the Flouse would accept
the modification, and remedy the incon-
venience of which complaint was made.

Mr. MASSON: I think the Report
concerning Penitentiaries was before
us two years ago, and if we cannot get
it now we are retrograding.

Mr. BLAKE: I merely state what
the wisdom of Parliament unanimously
agreed upon a few years ago. Perhaps
this wisdom was in error, and a change
may be made in the manner I bave
suggested. As to the appropriation,
hon. gentlemen will observe that the
amount is considerably increased. The
increases for the maintenance of con-
victs have almost or entirely amounted
to $1 9,000, and this is almost entirely
due to the augmented number of pris-
oners. The Estimates last year were
based on a prison population of 625,
owing partly to a great increase of crime
throughout the country, and partly to
the circumstance that we are obliged
to send large numbers of Quebec
prisoners from St. Vincent de Paul, in
consequence of its lack of accommoda-
tion. The Estimates are not based Ipon
a prison population of 770. he
increased expenditure is almost entirely
due to that tact, although, to a certain
extent, it is owing to the increased
cost of some of the articles required.
lon. gentlemen will observe that I
have distinguished the items this year
-a sub-division that did not exist last
year--and I intend next year to intro-
duce still further sub-divisions. The
vote, $55,000, for maintenance, was
made en bloc last year, but it is now
distributed among officers' clothing and
the maintenance of convicts, buildings,
implements, &c. It is notto be under-
stood that officers' clothing is a new
item ; it was embraced in former esti-
mates, and I intend next year to make
an item of the vote for salaries.
Another item relates to gratuities to
retiring officers. It is apparently an

Mr. BLÂE.

increase, but it was omitted by error
last year. I hope that the whole of
that vote will not be required to be
used during the approaching year.
There is further, an item for
additional farm land and a small
item for fencing. The number of
prisoners is vory largely increased.
The old contracts for labour are run-
ning out in one case; in another case
the Company failed, and in the third
case the contractor has given notice it
is utterly impossible to obtain any new
contracts, although every effort has
been made in this direction. Under
these circumstances, the mode of
employing the labour has been a source
of very considerable anxiety. We
have procured from the various public
departments any work that could be
got, but it is obvious that we ought to
make an effort to secure further
employment. With this object in view
it is proposed to purchase a farm, and
add to the grounds, the price being in
my opinion moderato. I hope the
investment will prove profitable, besides
giving good and wholesome labour to
the convicts.

Mr. MASSON said that if he under-
stood the matter aright, the increase in
the expenditure had been proportion-
ately greater than the addition to the
number of the convicts, having ad-
vanced from $55,000 in 1876-77, for
625 men, about $88 per head, to
$75,000 in 1877-78, for 770 men, s0
that for 145 convicts more, it would
cost $20,000, which would make for
the 145 men, $127 per head.

Mr. BLAKE said the item of build-
ings, furniture and implements was
larger than in the former year, and
also the item for maintenance, which
led to an item being proposed last year
in the Supplementary Estimates. The
cost of living was also higher.

Mr. MASSON asked if the hon.
gentleman expected to have 770 pris-
oners, exclusive of those that would be
sent to St. Vincent de Paul ?

Mr. BLAKE said ho had no expecta-
tion of being able to send any to St.
Vincent de Paul during the present
financial year. On the contrary, he
estimated for 60 from St Vincent de
Paul.

Supply.[COMMONS.]
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Mr. MASSON pointed out that there
-was a great differenco between the
amount asked for gratuities to retiring
officers at Kingston and at St. Vincent
de Paul. In the latter case, the total
.amount for gratuities was put in a
lump sum of $1,000.

Mr. BLAKE said the law and regu-
lationsi provided in certain cases for
gratuities, but these must depend on
the iumber of convicts diseharged.
There had been a rather irregular
system as to the officers, but he had
adopted a regular system. If an
officer retired who had behaved well,
ho recommended the Council to grant
à month's salary for a year of service.
In these cases, however, he took the
estimate of the amount required from
the Warden, but the same principle
was applied in all the Penitentiaries.

Mr. MASSON said the amount for
gratuities at St. Vincent de Paul was
.estimated at $1,000 in all for both con-
victs and officers, while at Kingston
another system must prevail, because
there $2,000 was asked foi officers'
gratuities atone. Still, there were
.only 14 more officers in Kingston than
in St. Vincent de Paul.

Mr. BLAKE said these things de-
pended upon circumstances. Last year,
.St. Vincent de Paul was in a consider-
able state of disorganization. He had
had to retire quite a number of the
officers, and he supposed the Warden
imagined that the present staff would
remain for some time. He (Mr. Blake)
should not hesitate, if the exigency of
of the public service required it, to re-
tire more officers, and ho should trust
to Parliament to indemnify him for the
cost. He could only take the estimate
of the Warden.

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN.

Mr. BLAKE said the item for St.
Vincent de Paul was applicable to both
officers and convicts. As to criminal
lunatics a vote of $3,500 was taken for
them under the head of the Rockwood
Asylum.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said an impor-
tant subject was the utilization of con-
vict labour. They found that every
year there was a considerable loss by
the PenitentiarieA in the different

17½

Provinces, while in the neighbouring
Republic convict labour was employed
advantageously, and, in some cases, at
a profit. it was a difficult question,
and he thought it was very undesirable
that convict labour should be brought
into competition with the honest
mechanic and labourer outsidc the
prison walls. He thought sone sys-
tcm might be devised by which con-
vict labour might be utilized without
bringing it into competition with the
labour outside, and lie hoped that, as
in England, the labour might be mado
remunerative and might make these
establishments self-supporting.

Mr. BLAKE said he confessed he
was unable to conceive of a plan by
which lie could propose a remunerative
system of employing the labour of
convicts without to some extent dis-
placing the free labour outside. It
was clear that, if convicts did the
work, someone outside who would
otherwise have done it, must be
deprived of it. He thought there
were considerable disadvantages in the
contract system, and quite agreed that,
if they could find another system, it
would be more advantageous. But, as
that system had always been adopted
at Kingston, and as he had no other
means of doing the work, ho had
thought it his duty to lot the labour
for a reasonably short time if he could.
le accordingly advertised for tenders,
but failed in obtaining them. He had,
therefore, asked the Departments to
give him any work they might have
to do. The Postmaster-General had
given him a contract for some mail bags,
and lie had aiso obtained work from
the Minister of Militia, and for boots
for the Mounted Police ; but in none of
these cases could he discovor that he
was not displacing an equivalent
amount of free labour. In order to
obtain a useful and bealthy employ-
ment for the convicts, he had thought
it desirable to ask for a sum to add to
the farm land of the institution. He
hoped the convicts would be engaged
in producing vegetables for the prison,
and perhaps for the market, but he was
afraid that, if they did not do so, some
farmers would b producing the sup-
plies, so that there again they would ho
entering into competition with free
labour.
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Mr. DYMOND said he quite agreed
with the remarks of the lion. member
from Frontenac as to the desirability
of adopting the best system of conviet
labour. He did not sympathise with
him in the objeution to convicts being
trained in the arts of honest labour,
and be fancied that, although the bon-
est labourer might in one way find a
disadvaDtage by the work being per-
formed by convicts, he gained in the
long run by their being trained to use-
ful avocations. le had a strong opin-
ion that convict labour could not be
made profitable. He did not believe
that people working under the condi-
tions under which convicts worked
were likely to produce results of the
profitable nature that would accrue
from the work of free men. He would
suggest to the Minister of Justice
another point-that of securing em-
ployment for persons who, after they
had undergone the reformatory process,
which they should desire to see carried
out in the prisons, were turned adrift
upon the world. There could, lie sup-
posed, be nothing more inimical to a
sound, economical system than turning
adrift men who had no avocation, who
had lost their character, ar-d who were
most likely, almost perforce, to return
to the place whence they came. It
was the more serious when they saw
that in one year the Minister estinated
an increase of our criminal population
by something like one-third. But,
when they found that the total num-
ber of persons in the Penitentiaries
did not exceed something like 1,300,
the problem ought not to bc one
very difficuit of solution. There
could hardly bc any greater duty de-
volving upon them than to prevent the
increase amongst us of a criminal popu-
lation. He had seeri too much in the
crowded population of the old country
of such a class growing up not to de-
sire most earnestly that ve should on-
deavour to avert sucli a result in this
country. Il was verydifficult toobtain
employment, even under the most
favourable cireumstances, for persons
who had been known as inmates of
Penitentiaries, but it would be strango
indeed if they could not hope that, in
many cases, reformation would succeed
the salutatory treatment they had been
providing for these persons during so

Mr. BC m.

f manyyears. In Great Britain, a Society
had been established, which though
not in an officiai position, was recog.
nized by the authorities as an earnest
coöperator with them, under the iame
of the Discharged Prisoners' Ail Soci-
ety. Itwas the duty of this Societv to
take in hand those persons who showed
a desire to lead an honest lrte after
being discharged from prison, andl to>
endeavour to find them employment
where they might be treated judicious-
ly and removed as far as possible frorn
temptation, so that in the course of a
few years their history might be for-
gotten and they might become useful
iembers of society. le should think
in a community like ours, where the
population was sparse, where there was
a great demand for labour, where, in
fact we Were impo.ting emigrants
from Europe in order to provide the
labour that the manufacturers and
fhrmers required, that the Inspector of
Prisons might devise some sehene
whereby a percentage of those persons
might be provided with employment
on their discharge from prison. He
knew something of the difficulties of
the system and the prejudices whicht
prevailed in regard to it; but 1hose
difficulties and prejudices were not
altogether insuperable if they en--
deavoured to deal with the subject on a1
small scale at tirst, enlaring it in pro-
portion to the success which ni1ght
follow.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. member for North York had
said truly that the question was sur-
rounded with difficulties, and one of
the main difficulties was as to the
mode of employing convict labour.
The contract systom was objectionable
on many grounds. It -was to a great
degreo destructive of, or prejudicial to,
the discipline of the prison, and
thwarted the efforts of the officers inl
effecting the desired reform. The con-
tractor's only object was to get as much
work out of the convict, and make himu
as profitable as possible. As a body,
he bolieved contractors to be respect-
able men, but inducements were held
out to the prisoners, by little bribes or
other*ise, to get as great an amount
of labour out of ther as possible and
to keep thet in good humour. BesidOs
they got inproper information with
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,respect to wihat was going on among
their families and the outside world,
which they ought not to get, except
through the constitutedI authorities.
The system was bad, and had been
utterly condemned in the old country.
The greateM authority on the question
sail it w-as injurions, if not destructive,
i any Reformatory. During his
Adininstration, the effort was nade to
employ some of the convicts, without
the intervention of a middle-man or
ctontractor, througlih the officers theim-
selves. Bat there were great difficulties
sirrounding that system. It w-as
almost impossible to make the men
labour protitably. There was not the
same inducement to make them work
as if they were under a contractor.
The labour w-as mere routine, and was
unprofitable. One of the great aims
of the establishment of Penitentiaries,
as distingushed from the ordinary
prisons, was to attempt to refori,
as well as to punish the men. While
the law was vindicated and the
crime punished, the convict was to
undergo a sort of treatment, severe
and stern, yet paternal that lie
might leave the institution a wiscr
and botter inan, with something of
the milk of human kindrness toward
his fellow-mon in his breast. The
great object was to attain that, but
as to how it was to be done, one
could sec the difficulty rather than
suggest the remedy. But the remedy
was, he thought, to employ them under
the direct supervision of the officers
as much as possible and in those
branches of trade which would, as little
as possible, interfere with the honest
:rtisan outside the Penitentiary. To
a certaih extent, the hon. gentleman
was correct in stating that cvery pound
of work done within the Penitentiary
walls displaced a certain amount of
work donc outside. That, however,
'as not strictly the case, for; in thiscountry, w-here wC were importing ar-

ticles for use that we did not aanufac-
turc, articles which were not yet intro-
luced as ordinary branches of industry
might be manufacturod in the Peniten-
Liary under the direct supervision of
the officers and would displace and dis-
turb as little as possible the labour of
the outside artisan. In England, it
wias admitted by political economists to

be unfair to run convict labour against
honest labour. They beld it was grant-
ing a bounty to the criminal, who was
fed, clothed, doctored and otherwise at-
tended to, and it was not right to place
him in competition with the honest ar-
tisan who had his family to look after,
and other expenses and difficulties to
meet. In this country the system lias
not had the same injurious effeets. We
have a sparse population and wanted
more labouirers, and he d id not think,
the system would have as injurious an
effect here as in England. le had no
doubt, however, it would cause a great
deal of uneasiness and discontent, as it
was now one of the means used bv
agi tators to arouse worknen against the
Government both in the United States
andin Canada. He scarcely knew how to
suggest any remedy, except that new
industries not vet introduced should be
introduced in the Penitentiaries, and
that as much as possible of the work
should be donc under the direct :us-
pices of the officers rather than by
contractors. Would the lion. the Minis-
ter of Justice say what progress lad
been made towards acquiring the land
required for the Penitentiary ?

Mr. BLAKE said the offer which had
been made appeared a very reasonable
one, and arrangements would be made
to complote the bargain sub.ject to the
approval of Parliament. His hon.
friend from North Yoi k had properly
said that the great object of the Pen-
itentiary system was the reformation
of criminals, but the hon. gentleman
added that they ought not to lose sight
of the convict after ho left the prison,
but endeavour to find him honest em-
ployment. That wouldgive the duties
of the Government a very wide range,
and he did not think that at present
he could sec his way to inaugurating
such a system. fIis hon. friend from
Kingston seemed to concur in the gen-
oral view of the question taken by the
hon. member for North York, and
they all three agreed that Government
ought, even if it did not attempt to
undertake to find employment for
the convicts when they left the Pen-
itentiary, to try as far as possible to
fit them for profitable and remunera-
tive employment, or to make the Pen-
itentiary instruction conducive to their
chances of obtaining an honost living
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after the term expired. But it would
be utterly inconsistent with the object
of enabling those men to carn an hon-
est livelihood if they were trained in
some trade or employment which they
could not follow when they left the
Penitentiary. He did not know what
particular trades or employment the
hon. member for Kingston would sug-
gest, but ho could understand that the
introduction of the manufacture of ar-
ticles which were used but not pro-
duced in Canada at present would in-
volve a large outlay ofcapital,extensive
machinery, skilled workmanship, &c.
lie did not mean to say that we had
not some such trades, but roughly
speaking, that was the kind of indus-
try which was surrounded with the
difficulties he had mentioned. The
ordinary mechanical trades were those
which could bo most likely carried on
with the least loss and with the nearest
approach to an equilibrium, and also
the most likely to enable the convicts
to earn a living aiter they left the
prison. The hon. member for Kingston
had adverted to the competition of
convict labour with free labour, and
pointed out that political economists
had declared that the advantages the
convicts possessed were unfair to the
honest workmen outside the prison.
But it was to be remembered that, with
all the criminals' advantages, it was
still a question of free against slave
labour, and he believed the importance
of this distinction could not be over-
estimated. The net results of free
labour, ho thought, would always be
found greater than those of slave
labour. No one had yet suggested a
scheme of einploying the convicts
which did not more or less conflict
with honest labour. Sone time ago
they had a contract for the manufac-
ture of boots and shoes by the convicts.
The contractor had power to continue
the coatract, but before it expired ho
gave notice to cancel it. They endea-
voured to get him to prolong the con-
tract for a short time at reduced prices,
as it was thought inadvisable to deprive
the prisoners suddenly of occupation.
But the manufacturer would not con-
tinue the contract on any terms, as
he concluded ho was better without
convict labour. The prisoners did
their work fairly well, but it could not

Mr. BLAKE.
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be expected that they would do as
good a day's work as free people who,
were animated by altogether different
motives. But with our number of
prisoners, modes of employment and
state of labour in this country, the
question was not likely to become a
pressing one for sone time to come.
It might be agitated from time to
time; indeed they had discovered that
certain hon. members would avail
themselves of the opportunity it afford-
ed for agitation. The aim of the Gov-
ernment should bo to make conviet
labour diminish the expenses of the
Penitentiaries, conduce to the reforma-
tion of the men, and place thetn in the
way of becoming useful members of
society, without necessarily entering
into competition with free labour.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said hc was
not certain whether the hon. the Minis-
ter of Justice had insinuated that he had
attempted to raise the question of frec
labour against convict labour. If that
was the insinuation he denied it entirely
and hurled it back across the floor of
the House. Because the question was
a difficult one, that was no reason why
it should not be raised in this House,
and debated fairly and calmly and
without any insinuations being cast.
He was not ashamed to say that the
subject was a difficult one to him.
Mechanics had spoken to him about it
and said: "How can we compete in
making boots and shoes with conviet
labour ?" -He brought up the question
as a fair one. He brought it up in an
endeavour to make these institutions
as self-supporting as possible, while at
the same time interfering with free
labour outside as little as possible. H1e
did riot belittle the importance of the
question, nor did ho object to the
convicts being trained to some useful
trade; ho believed that was one of the
objects for which they were incarcer-
ated ; but ho believed, at the sarne time,
that there were some industries il,
which their labour might be employed
without coming into competition with
local trade or local mechanics.

An ION. MEMBER: How?
Mr. KIRKPATRICK said it was a

difficuilt question to particularize, but
he might venture to name one industry
which, so far as he was informed, Was
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not carried on in Canada, and which
did not require expensive machinery,
neither would it interfere with free
labour. It was an industry carried on
in Penitentaries in England, and he
saw no reason why we should not im-
port the raw material and carry it on
here. He referred to the manufacture
of mats.

Mr MACKENZIE: Mats are made
in Canada.

Mr. SCHULTZ: At Cobourg.
Mr. KIRKPATRICK: I do not

know to what extent, but I have my
information from very good authority.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Another industry would be the making
of canvas.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said there
were many other things. At all
events there was no reason why the
Minister of Justice should not tell the
louse that he had given the matter

his attention, without casting across
the floor of the House insinuations, as
he bad done. He (Mr. Kirkpatrick)
desired to see convict labour utilized.
but he wanted it done without injury to
the frec labourer or mechanie.

Mr. MILLS said the position taken
by the hon. gentleman was a very ex-
traordinary one. 11e argued: If we
withdraw a few hundred people en-
gaged in the ordinary industries of the
country, and confine them where
they do less than if they were frce,
thereby free labourers are unfairly
competed with. 11e would ask him
what was the difference by way of
competition between a thousand men
in Kingston Penitentiary and the same
thousand engaged in the ordinary
inechanical and industrial pursuits of
the country, competing as free labour-
ers. Were they in a worse condition?
Certainly their labour was less efficient
than it would be if they had the motives
of free men, so they competed less as
criminals than as honest citizens.
The hon. member for Kingston had saidthose mnen did net really do a great<
deal eof harm while they were at large,
but the moment they were confined
they were brought into conflict with
honest labour. They ought then to
try and remedy that mischief, and to
1eave these men at large. The logical

inference of the argument of the mem-
ber for Frontenac was that the prison-
ers should do nothing. But what were
they to do with them ? If they must
not employ their labour, they must
pension them. There was one class of
persons they pensioned for long and
faithful work for the State ; but here
was a class of criminals whom they
were to pension in order that the
whole population might not suffer by
their industry. That was a very ex-
traordinary theory of political econ-
omy which the hon. gentlemen
opposite adopted. When they occupied
the Treasury benches they asked for
money to enter into competition with
the free labour of this country by
bringing out immigrants, and yet they
complained because the prisoners in
the Penitentiary, by compulsion of the
State, were made to do the very thing
they put immigrants to do. Supposing
that the views of the hon. member for
Kingston were carried out-leaving
out the objection which the bon. Min-
ister of Justice had pointed out,
that these men could not obtain
employment after they came from the
Penitentiary-if they engaged them
at unprofitable pursuits, how were they
to make up the loss which the State
sustained ? They would have to put a
tax upon the industries of the country.
These considerations were perfectly
conclusive to his mind against, he
would not say the argliments, but the
clap-trap suggestions of the bon. mem-
ber for Frontenac. le was glad to
see that the opinions of the hon.
member for Kingston had undergone
some change. He remembered, on one
occasion, that hon. gentleman telling
the House that it was not the duty of
the State to belp but to hurt crimin als;
that it was not the part of the State,
at all events not principally, to confine
prisoners in order to secure their
reformation.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
say so yet.

Mr. MILLS: The hon. gentleman's
opinions have undergone some change.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Not
n the slightest.

Mr. MILLS: I think so.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it

wvas all very well for the hon. member
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to talk that way. He hai alwaysheld
the same opinions as he had expressed
to-night: first, punishment; but, after
punishment itself, it had always been
held by civilized Governments that
there was a secondary, a more impor-
tant duty, but still not the principal
duty, namely, to attempt to reform
the convict. To say that an attempt
had been made to arouse the honest
mechanic against the convict system
was not worthy of the hon. gentleman.
When he leld the place of the Minister
of Justice, he had stated the difficulty
ag-ain and again, and he repeated his
objections against the contract system
again and again, but he did not sec
how they were to get rid of it at once,
althougli he hoped this might be donc
by degrees. As to the argument of his
hon. friend, he would only say it was
against Mr. Mill, who said, " It is con-
trary to the first principles of political
economy to subsidize convict labour
agoainst free labour."

Mr. MILLS: Just iii the proportion
as it is not self-sustaining.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the Gov-
ernment would listen with great pleas-
ure to any suggestions which would
diminish, in any way, the cost of this
Institution. He had always folt that
it was strange that, there being 1 000
people costing $100,000, they could
not obtain 20 cents per diem. Un-
doubtedly, this.vas an extremely diffi-
cult matter. He knew it was very
difficult to get a fair day's labour out
of a convict. After all said and done,
the best solution of the difficulty was
what the present Minister and the
ex-Minister of Justice had suggested,
viz., the cultivation of the soil.

Mr. HAGGART asked the reason of
the great difference in the cost in the
different Venitentiarios throughout the
country. He found that a Penitentiary
prisoner in Ontario cost $155 per
vear: down in St. Vincent de Paul,
nearly $300; in Manitoba and British
Columbia $600 or $700. The latter
was a very large sum for the main-
tenance of prisoners.

Mr. BLAKE: Hear, hear.

Mr. HAGGART: I would like to
ask what is the difference in mainte-
nance here and on the other side, say in

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

New York, and whether these are self
sustaining.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. gentleman
had asked two different questions; the
principle susceptible of a solution of
the first would not apply to the second.
It was truc there was an apparently
enormous discrepancy in the cost of
the various Penitentiaries at so mucli
per head, but this was attributable to
several circumstances. In the first
place he might lay down the rule, that
the larger the number of prisoners in
any institution the smaller per head
would be the cost, because for a large
number of prisoners the same propor-
tion of guards and officers would not
be required as for a small number;
supplies could be more cheaply fur-
nished in proportion ; and thon a
building for a small number would
proportionately cost more than for a
large number, as it would have to be
built with a view to its future necessi-
ties. On looking at the Estimates a
cogent proof of this would be found.
In calculating the presumed increase
of prisoners in the Kingston Peniten-
tiary, only two more officors had been
appointed, and, although there was a
mach less population in the cities inI
Manitoba and British Columbia where
the Penitentiaries were built, nearly
the same number of officers would
have to be employed as at Kingston a
short time ago, for nearly the same
number of gates, &c., would have to be
watched. As to St. Vincent de Paul,
tbe circumstances were peculiar. The
building was not very well adapted for
the purpose, and not being in the same
place where most of the criminals
come from, the provisions and general
management cost more. He had re-
duced the guards to the lowest possible
number to secure safety. As soon as
the new building was erected the
expense per head would be diminished,
although not,he thought,to the same ex-
tent as at Kingston. These observations
would apply to Halifax and St. John,
with the additional observation that
their expenses were even now smaller
than at St. Vincent de Paul, where
owing to an arrangement made before
Confederation, a large number of short
term prisoners were kept, causing .
great expense and being to the detri-
ment of the institution so far as its
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reformatory influence went. The hon.
gentleman would notice that a building
was being constructed at Dorchester
as a Penitentiary for the Maritime
Provinces. That of course would bo.
on a large scale, and lie expected con-
siderable econorny to result from it.

Mr. CURRIER said he thought it
ought to be considered whether there
was not a larger number of pris-
oners sent to the Penitentiary than
there ought to be. He knew four or
five men who had got into a row
through having too much liquor, on the
other side of the river, who had been
brought to this side and sent to the
Penitentiary for five years. They were
verv respectable, decent fellows, all of
the m. 1- s hon. friend who sat beside
hii and hiiuself had tried to get them
out for the last three or four years, but
had not succeeded. He did not know
what length of time they had to serve
yet.

Mr. BLAKE: What did they do ?
Mr. CURRIER: They got into a

row; nothing very serious. They were
decent fellows.

Mr. BLAKE: If the hon. member
will give me their names I will see if
I cannot take some steps to restore
them to the society of his friends.

Mr. CURRIER said if hon. gentle-
men were guilty of half they were
charged with they ought to be in the
Penitentiary.

Mr. KERR said he thought it was
his duty to correct the misapprehen-
sion entertained by the hon. member
for Frontenac, with regard to the mat
factory. This trade had been extensive-
ly established in the town of Cobourg,
and that municipality had given a
very large bonus towards the encou-
ragement of this important industry.
He failed to see why convict labour
should to any appreciable extent affect
free labour prejudicially. He supposed
that the object of all punishment was
two-fold: to prevent the repetition of
the offence, and to reform the offender.
He could not conceive how this resuit.
could be so well attained as by teach-
ing the prisoner some useful art or
trade.

Vote agreed to.
34. Rockwood Asylum, $3,500.

Mr. BLAKE explained that this
small sum was asked in anticipation
of the early transfer of the Asylum to
the Province of Ontario. The agree-
ment which had been completed would
be laid on the table, and a Bill of which
he had given notice in this regard
would be sho-rtly presented to the
House.

Vote agreed to.
35. Halifax Penitentiary, $28,824.63.
36. St. John Penitentiary, $40,498.50.
Mr. LANGEVIN said he saw on page

48 of the Public Accounts that the fol-
lowing revenues were furnished by
the Penitentiaries named: Kingston,
$12,600; St. Vincent de Paul, less than
$2,000 ; Halifax, $9,205, and St .John,
$19,148. St. John gave the largest reve-
nue, and,with Halifaxmore than double
the revenue of Kingston Penitentiary.

Mr. BLAKE said the explanation
was very easy. If the hon. member
looked at the bottom of the vote for
Halifax, he would sec a vote for
materials and maintenance of plant;
and at the bottom of the vote for St.
John a similar item. They purchased
each year a good deal of raw material ;
and at St. John pails and brooms were
manufactured. He was sorry to say
that this enterprise had been seriously
injured, owing to the competition from
the United States, of which so much
complaint had been made by other
employers of labour, and he, too, took
this opportunity of saying that thiswas
a sevore grievance.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: We
will protect you.

Mr. BLAKE: I will be glad to put
the hon. gentleman in a position to
protect me, and to give him the oppor-
tunity of producing pails and brooms.
I am sorry that the net result lias not
been more favourable, as far as profit
and loss is concerned.

Mr. LANGEVIN read a short ex-
tract from an English work on con-
tract labour, to the effect, that, although
profit was not so narrowly looked
after under such circumstances as by
employers of other labour, still the
convicts could be best employed upon
work required by the Government.

Mr. BLAKE: That is the principle
I would work upon.
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Mr. LANGEVIN said such a systen
would have the advantage of saving
much money to the public. It was
the rule in England and elscwhere, that
priEons were self-sustaining when they
were not large. The matter required
carefal study, and as these institutions
would, unfortunately, be permanent,
for this there would be abundant time
and opportunity.

Mn. BLAKE said the statements of
the hon. member contained a great
deal of truth. Overgrown convieu es-
tablishments were not so desirable, in
his opinion, as smaller ones. The in-
crease of convicts during the past two
years had been abnormal. This was
due, in part, to the great depression,
and, in part, to the large numbers of
persons who had come from the United
States to Canada. He believed that
the Kingston Penitentiary would ac-
commodate the prison population of
the Province of Ontario.

Mr. MASSON said that ho vas
very happy to agree with the Minister
of Justice relative to the cost of main-
taining large and small Penitentiaries.
He was very glad to sec the hon.
gentleman had discovered the reason
why the St. Vincent de Paul Peniten-
tiary had proved so expensivo; still it
had been very difficult for his hon.
friend from Chateauguay to urder-
stand this fact two years ago. In fact
a committee of investigation was then
appointed in this regard. It was
absolutely neccssarv to have the sane
staff of oflicers for a small as well as
for a large number of prisoners.

Mr. HOLTON: We found that out
two years ago.

Mr. MASSON said he did not believe
it was possible to have a Warden at
the hcad of the Penitentiary who would
conduct its management more economi-
cally and zealously than the officer
appointed by the Hon. the Minister of
Justice. The principal difficulty con-
nected with the institution arose from
the unsuitable character of the build-
ing. From a personal visit to the
Penitentiary he was satisfied there was
a constant danger of convicts escaping,
owing to the Warden's quarters not
being surrounded by a wall, and there
being wooden cells. He hoped the
Government would push forward the

Mr. BLAKE.

work of building the wall. As the
Governiment had purchased ston
quarries in the neighbourhood, the,
convicts might bc employed there, and
a tramway built for the traasportation
of the quarried stone. The employ-
ment of convicts on farn work, excep>t
for the necessities of the Penitentiary,
was a dangerous undertaking, from the
difficulties experienced in superintend
ence, and under such circumastances an
additional number of guards would be
come necessary.

Mr. BLAKE said the convicts of St
Vincent de Paul were engaged in get-
ting out stone for the new building
and brick works had been established
to provide bricks to be used on the
building and for sale. The question of
constructing a tramway had been
under consideration for a considerable
time, but no decision had been arrived
at with regard to it. A few trades
were carried on by the convicts at
Kingston.

Mr. HAGGART inquired why there
were two surgeons at Kingston Pen.
itentiary.

Mr. BLAKE said tho arrangement
had been made by the late Govern-
ment.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it happened there were two surgeonl
living in the immediate vicinity, an
elderly gentleman possessing much1
skill and a young and energetic pract-
tioner, and so the salary formcrly given
to one surgeon, $1,200, was divided be-
tween them.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said there wele
large deposits of iron ore at Kingstol,
and he would suggest that the manu-
facture of steel and iron rails could be
carried on in the neighbourhood of the
Penitentiary with great advantage.
He regrettod that the hon. the Minister
of Justice had expressed himself l
favour of carrying on the ordinarY
mechanical trades in the Penitentiaries.

Mr. BLAKE said ho did not suggest
that all mechanical trades should be
carried on, but that ho believed the
convicts should be trained in such
ordinary mechanical trades as they
could find profitable employment in

after leaving the Penitentiary.
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Mr. JONES (Leeds) said ho would
regret very much if trades should be
carried on which would compete with
honest labour. Boot and shoe con-
tractors failed because more goods
were manufactured than they could
find a market for in Canada, and they
could not send their goods into the
United States markets. But from
every Penitentiary in that country
goods came into the Dominion, and
the consequence was that our manufac-
turing interests were ruined.

Mr. BLAKE said the contractor ho
referred to did not fail. Ie employed
75 hands in the Penitentiary. Now,
the total manufacture of boots and
shoes was estimated at $16,000
and they could imagine what an ap-
1)reciable difference the laboar of 75
men would, make in the interests of
that large industry.

Vote agreed to.

37. St. Vincent de Paul Peni-
tentiary .................... $78,164.13

38. Manitoba Penitentiary ... $14,389.77.
Mr. BLAKE said they had considered

the question of the Surgeon for this
institution. There were difficulties
attending the appointment of a practi-
tioner residing at Winnipeg. The
Penitentiary was situated about 16
miles from the city, and the doctor
would have to drive in several times a
week; it would also be inconvenient in
the case of accidents occurring, which
would require immediate attendance.
It was thought best to have a man who
wo'uld settle near the institution, in
the hope of extending his practice as
the contry prospered. Ie thought
8800 was an economical sum for the
service.

Mr. MITCHELL asked if it would
n1ot have been botter to locate the
IPenitentiary near the city.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was nie-
essary to get near an abundance of
stone on which the convicts could
work.

Mr. RYAN asked whether the ap-
POinftments of Wardens and others had
been made.

Mr. BLAKE said Mr. Bonson, an
exellent offie
Warden, ofier, had been appointod

Mr. SCHULTZ asked why coal had
been used instoad of wood for heating
purposes. The cost of the former was
$27 per ton, whereas wood could be
obtained for $2 per cord.

Mr. BLAKE said the Ilouse would
readily realize the difficulty of admin is-
tering the internal economy of an
institution of that kind; and that was
one reason why ho had askod the
appointment of an assistant inspector.
A telegram was received frein the
Warden in the fall, stating that it was
necessary that a certain number of'
tons of coal and eleven stoves should
be purchased immediately. The mes-
sage was so urgent that it was impos-
sible to make inquiries, but ho presumed
the circumstances were such as to
justify the purchase, and he therefore
authorized it. He had, however, asked
explanations from the Warden on the
subject.

Mr. SCHULTZ said ho could readily
perceive the difficulties under which
the Department laboured, which
pointed to the necessity of a speedy
appointment of an Inspector. He
suggested the advisability of making a
road from the Penitentiary to Winni-
peg. It was partly the duty of the
Government to build that road, because
it passed through the reservations of
the children of the half-breeds. No
doubt telegraphi communication
would also be necessary. The country
was dangerous to travel in winter, and
the telegraph posts would be of great
service as guide posts.

Mr. BLAKE said there was no au-
thority to employ the prisoners outsid e
of the grounds designated as the Peni-
tentiary.

Mr. MITCHELL asked how many
prisoners there were in the Institution.

Mr. BLAKE said the Estimate was
for 18 prisoners.

Mr. MASSON said it was very ex-
traordinary that in a building for 18
prisoners, eleven coal stoves should be
required.

Mr. BLAKE said the Penitentiary
was not designed for 18 prisoners. It
was expected that Manitoba would
progress and furnish a large num ber of
inmates for the institution in time.
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Sir. JOHN A. MACDONAL) said
the law provided that the Penitentiary
should be useful for the maintenance
of prisoners in the North-West beyond
the boundarv of Manitoba.

Vote agreed to.
39. British Columbia Peni-

tentiary................... 820,950.00
Mr. M[TCIIELL asked the reason of

the large increase.

M. BLAKE said the note explained
this. It was as follows:-

" The convicts have hîitlierto been main-
tained in the local prisons under temporary
arrangements, pending the completion of
the new Penitentiary. The increase is attri-
butable to the extra cost of a separate estab-
lishment for a small number of convicts."

Mr. BUNSTER said ho thought if
the Governnent allowed persons to
take out the convicts at so much per
day and utilize their labour as much
as possible, a great portion of the ex-
penses, as put down in the Estimates,
would be saved. Where convicts in
British Columbia now cost $600 each
a year, under the system ho proposed
they would not cost more than $300.
It was tried in Washington Territory
and found practicable. They could
return at night when the day's work
was done.

Mr. BLAKE: That would bc con-
trary to the whole Penitentiary sys-
tem, and I am afraid it would go
against the reformation of the pris-
oners.

Mr, BUNSTER: It was found to
work well in Washington Territory.

Mr. BLAKE: I am sure if the hon.
gentleman will make any practical
suggestions, whereby the present
great expenses can be reduced, nobody
will be more grateful than myself.

Mr. BUNSTER: I think a person
ought to be allowed to take prisoners
out, at so much a day, and have the
benefit of their labour.

Mr. BLANCHET: What would be-
cone of the building.

Mr. BUNSTER: The prisoners
would remain there every night.

Mr. BLAKE: They are mostly Chi-
iese and Indians.

Mr. BUNSTER: Yes; and they fur-
nish an example of the way the
Liquor Act operates in ouir Province.

Mr. BLAKE.

Mr'. BLAKE: They cannot get
liquor.

Mr. BUNSTER: But they can get
it. The Indians inake it themselves.
The law is so strict that a man cannot
sell it to then. If the law were
thrown open they would be able to
get a botter glass of liquor than
they get now. Hon. gentlemen may'
langh, but I have seen it tried practi-
cally. In the Sandwich Islands the
natives are not allowed to have it, but
when they come as sailors to our ports
they are permitted to go to taverns the
same as other people, and they act like
peaceable citizens. It would be wise
to give this liberty to our Indians, or
the majority of them. You cannot
suppress liquor drinking. If an Ini-
dian cannot buy it, he will get a coai
oil can, some sugar and njolasses, anl
other materials, and make an intoxi-
cating liquor for himself.

Sir JOHN À. MACDONALD : Yes,
and the worst kind of spirits, too.

Mr. BUNSTER: Hence the reason
for crime among our population. I
think it would be wise to throw the
trade in liquor open to the Indians.

Mr. McCALLUM : Then the Peni-
tentiary ought to be turned into a dis-
tillery.

Mr. BUNSTER: I never suggested
that.

Vote agreed to.
Resolutions ordered to be rieported.
House resumed.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
Twenty minutes to

Eleven o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Monday, 26th Feb., 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

FOR OF PETITIONS.

SPEAKER'S RULING.

Motion being made,
" That the Petition of Elias Tower and

others, interested in the navigation of the St.
Lawrence, praying for further improveme
to facilitate the navigation of' the River St.
Lawrence, be now received,"
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Mr. SPEAKER decided : That in
accordance with Rule 85, which re-

quires the signatures of at least three
1etitioners on the sheet containing the
prayer of the Petition, and the sheet of
the prayer of this Petition not having
any signature at all, it cannot be
received.

PROTEST OF INLAND BILLS
BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mir. JONES (Halifax) introduced a
Bill (No. 37) relating to the Protest of
Inland Bills in the Province of Nova
Scotia. He explained that it was
merely intended to extend to the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia the laws which ex-
isted in the other Provinces with res-
pect to the protest of Inland Bills and
notes of hand. The banks in Nova
Scotia could not at present protest a
bill of inland exchange, or a promis-
sory note, at the expense of the de-
faulter, and the Bill provides, that in
case of such default the banks can
Imake protest in the same manner as
they would concerning a foreign bill of
exchange, at the expense of the de-
lilter, fixing the cost of the notarial
certificate at one dollar.

Bill read thefirst tine.

PROCEDURE IN CRIMINAL
CASES BILL.

FIRsT READING.

Mr. PALMER introduced a Bill
No. 38) respecting procedure in
Truinal cases in New Brunswick. Ie

said the Bill was randered necessary in
consequence of a change in the law
concerning criminal cases, or rather a
change in jurisdiction with reference to

lih cases from the Supreme Court to
the County Courts of the diffèrent Pro-
vinces. Ie did not exactly know what
the PIocedure regarding appeals fromdecisions of Judges trying criminal
caOsesmight be in Ontario or the other
Provinces, New Brunswick excepted,but in that Province there was no
appeal whatever, save at the discretion
of the Judýb holding the Court. No
practicai ditficulty in this regard hadisen so long as such jurisdiction hadbeen confined entircly to the principal

Court of the Province, bocause the
Judges had been accustomed to consult
each other, and to reserve questions of
law for the consideration of the Court,
when any reason existed for such a
course, but since the creation of County
Courts jurisdiction in criminal cases-
capital cases excepted-had been con-
ferred on any single Judge, who did
not have the same standing as a Judge
of the Supreme Court, and it vas a
very serious jurisdiction and power to
place in the hands of any County
Judge without any remedy in the way
of appeal. The general object of the
Bill was to remedy this defect. He
would go farther into the matter on
the second reading, when he proposed
to show, more particularly for the
satisfaction of the Minister of Justice,
why ho thought that this or some
similar Bill should be passed.

Mr. BLAKE said ho was sure his
hon. friend would agree with him that
he should establish some cogentreason
why a Bill should be passed, making
the criminal procedure in one Province
different from that which obtained in
the other Provinces. He did not mean
to say that such procedure was pre-
cisely alike in all the Provinces, but
the endeavour had been made to assimi-
late it as far as was possible, and it
was almost alike in all; therefore,
unless some very special reason was
applicable in the case of New Bruns-
wick, ho thought it would be difficult
to sustain this Bill in the restricted
form in which it was introduced.

Mr. PALMER said he did not think
jurisdiction in criminal cases was
identical throughout the Dominion.
He might, however, be in error.

Mr. BLAKE: It is very nearly so.
Mr. PALMER said if the evil of

which ho complained existed in the
other Provinces, of course ho would
have no objection to discuss the ques-
tion in a more extended relation.

Bill read the irst tine.

INSOLVENT ACTS REPEAL BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. PALMER introduced a Bill
(No. 39) to repeal the Insolvent Act
of 1875. and all Acts passed in amend-
ment thereof. He said he had prepared

Rioutine Busintess, 269



270 Insolvent Acts

the Bill during recess. He did not
wish to interfere with a Bill having a
similar title, which lad been brought
in by the hon. member for Richelieu,
but, as he had drawn it up during
recess, and as the Act in queition had
done more injury than he had attempted
to point out would be the resuilt on
the occasion of the passage of
the liaw, be wished to introduce the
Bill. He had understood that the
Minister of Justice intended to bring
in a Bill to amend the Insolvency Act,
but, as he was strongly of opinion that
io amendment could cure the evil re-
sulting from the existence of such
z law, le preferred to obtain the
independent opinion of the House as
to whether the country really required
such an enactment. The principle in-
volved was not political, but one, he
was sure, regarding which the
Government would be ruled by
the sense of the House. On a former
occasion the hon. member for
Kingston, the hon. member for
Cumberland and the whole Govern-
ment had opposed him, and still he
had secured a one-third vote; and lie
thought that subsequent experience
had justified the fears he had then en-
tertained with regard to the working
of the law. An able Committee had
imade the Insolvent Law as perfect as
possible, but still, in his opinion, it had
been an utter failure. The principle
ofthe law was not suited to the genius
of the country.

Mr. SPEAKER: Has the bon. merm-
ber looked into the question of order
with regard to this case. There is a
13 having the same title before the
liuse.

Mr. BLAKE: According to the hon.
.mernber from St. John, a good many
Bills could be introduced forthe repeal
of the Insolvent Act.

Mr. MITCHELL: The more the
better, if they are only a success.

Mr. BLAKE: May I ask my hon.
friend whether the Bill he has pre-
pared during recess is very long?

MIr. PALMER: No; it is very.short.
Mr. SPEAKER:, It occurs to 'ne

thai ilie introdnction of this Bill nust
rcally bu out of order. I find laid down
in May a principle which I think is

Mr. PALMER.

applicable to it. It is there stated that
the House should not permit any
question or Bill, which is substantially
the same-though the title be differ'-
ent-to be offered a second time
during the same Session, when it was
one on which the House had expressed
itsjud gment during the current Session,
otherwise the same question could be
proposed again and again during the
sanie Session.

Mr. BLANCHET said ho differed
with the Speaker. The principle in
question only applied to questions
which had been negatived during the
sane Session. It lad, moreover, not
been carried out for a great many
years. Luring every Session hon.
niembers moved for leave to introduce
Bills having almost the same titles,
and sometimes Bills upon the same
question were referred to a Select
Comnittee or to a Committee of the
Whole House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the rule in question did not apply
to this case. lHon. members had a
legal and moral right to introduce
Bills on any subject they chose, and
this was a matter of every-day practice.
The hon. member at the head of the
Government would remember that
baif a dozen Usury Bills had been in-
troduced by various members having
varioUs views on the subject. He had
never before heard ofthe question being
raised.

Mr. MACKENZIE said le had no
recollection of the question ever
having been raised in this precise
form. The Bills relating to the Usury
Laws were not similar to each other.
He had not seen the Bill which the
bon. member lad prepared during
recess, but ho took it that, as it
had been drawn during recess
there was something in it more
than ordinary. He would be exceed-
ingly sorry if the hon. gentleman was
unable to avail himself of his labours
during recess, and he supposed that
leave for the introduction of the Bill
had better be given.

Mr. Su'EAKER: I will lookinto the
question of order.

Mr. PALMER said he could not sec
why lie was not at liberty to introduce
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any Bill he chose, on any subject con-
cerning which ho had given proper
notice.

Bill read thefirst time.

RIOCKWOOD ASYLUM TRANSFER '
BILL.

Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill (No.
49) Respecting the transier of the
Rockwood Asylum to the Province of
Ontario, and to amend the Pen itentiary
Act of 1875.

Bill read the first time.

ONTARIO MARITIME COURT
BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mir. BLAKE introduced a Bill (No.
41) To establish a Court of Maritine
Jurisdiction in the Province of Ontario.
Hie said the proposai was to eslablish
a Court of Maritime Jurisdiction in
Ontario, which should have, in a word,
jurisdiction over al] civil aiid maritime
cases arising on the Great Lakes, in
our inland waters, not embraced within
the jurisdiction of any other Vice-Ad-
niralty Court of Canada, or in the
criminal or precise jurisdiction of the
Admirailty Court, and certain jurisdic-
tions with reference to revenue and
customs, &c., concerningwhich wehad
not sufficient provision in the Qrdinary
Courts of the country. His object in
the first instance was to apply the
Court only to that peculiar class of
cases for which peculiar functions were
luquired, leuving the existing jurisdic-
tions unimpaired.

Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he hoped plenty of time would be
given to enable the Bill to be sen by
ship-owners, and the profession gener-
ahhy, in order that an intelligent
<)P)inion uight be formed respecting it.

Mr. BLAKE said the Bill would be
distributed within a few days.
. Mr. PALMEiR said that, while the
prisdiction of the Admiralty Court in
the Majritime Provinces vas~very valu-
able, yet the working of the systein
under the Imperial Act was very ex-
penfsive and cumbersome. le was not
at all sure but that a great benefit
would accrue if the Vice-Admiralty
Court was constituted under Dominion

authority, and made in all respects
more adapted to the wants of the
country.

Mr. MACDONNELL said ho de-
4ired to ask the M1inister of Justice
whether ho proposed to confer the ad-
iniralty and civil jurisdiction of the
Adrniralty Court upon the Supreme
Court of Nova Scotia. At present the
method of procedure in the Vice-
Admiralty Court was niot only cumber-
some, as the bon. member for St. John
had stated, but alost imipracticable.
Rledress was seldom to be obtained
in the great majority of cases in
Nova Scotia. A vessel could
escape to the United States before
any proceedings could mature or
any process besecured. Only last
fail, a case of collision had occurred in
the county he represented, and, before
twenty-four hours had elapsed, the
vessel which had inflicted serious injury
on a British barque, was under sail for
the United States, and it took a fort-
night or more before the necessary
process for the seizure of the vessel
was issued. le had read with great
pleasure the correspondence which,
through the Minister of Justice, had
taken place with respect to the Admi-
ralty Court, but he had hoped that
more active proceedings would have
been taken to confer upon the Supreme
Court of Nova Scotia admiralty jaris-
diction.

Mr..BLAKE said no representation
had ever been made in this House of
any desire expressed on the part of any
of these persons, as to obtaining a
domestic quorum under domestic con-
trol.

Mir. MITCHELL: Until I did it the
other night.

Mr. BLAKE: I was speaking an-
terior to the time when I had an
opportunity of saying something
in this .regard. I know that
iny hon. friend is always more or
less foremost in everything that is
done or said ; but before I had an op-
portunity of making any representa-
tions on the subject, I was myself very
clcarly of the opinion that we could
best meet our own peculiar wants and
wishes ourselves, and best mould our
practice, procedure and remedies
ourselves. The very fact that the
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very cumbersome mode of procedure
in force in the Vice-Admiralty Courts
had been abandoned in England for a
great many years I thought reason
enough,-if there was no other-why
some stops at any rate, should be taken
towards improvenent; but I was not
authorised, Sir, by the Government,
nor did I conceive that in the absence
of any expression of opinion in
this House, it would be prudent to
press the matter further than I did, as
will be observed in the correspondence,
by stating my individual views upon
it, which I believe to be shared by my
colleagues; and I thought that the time
was not far distant at which the Iin-
perial authorities would bc called on to
consider the question of abolishing the
admiralty jurisdiction with the vie w of
having civil jurisdiction in this regard
conferred by ourselves on local tribu-
nals. What I had to deal with was
then-not a grievance presented to
me as to the Admiralty Courts of
the Lower Provinces, but a griev-
ance presented as to the absence
of admiralty jurisdiction in our
inland waters; and with the view of
remedying that grievance, a
question of policy had to be con-
sidered, whether it should be donc by
applying for a new Act or machinery,
or for Imperial machinery, or by
taking the power ourselves; and I
was satisfied that it was botter to take
the power ourselves. The details give
a very large power to the authot-ities
to Prepare rules and regulations and
provide for the appointment of
deputy Judges from time to time, as
circumstances may require, with more
or less limited jurisdiction, with the
very view of meeting, as far as pos-
sible, that difficulty to which my hon.
friend froin. Inverness has referred,
as well as all cases occurring which
may require instant action iii some
of our outlying ports, in order to
prevent a failure of justice, my
proposition will be founded, not in
detail but in general, on the prin-
ciple, which, 1 believe, will enable
the Government from time to
time, as they find business growing
and the wants of the mercantile con-
munity, for whom the Bill is proposed,
increasing, to provide for the nomina-
tion of deputy Judges at the different

Mr. BL.AKE.

local ports. If the Bill should meet
the approbation of the House and be-
cone law, that of itself will go a long
way towards facilitating the object to
which ny lion. friends opposite have
referred; and I have no doubt that a
further expies.ioIn of opinion in this
House on this subject vill bc useful to
the saine end; therefore, I invite
rather than discourage, any sucl
expression of oienion.

Mr. MITCHELL said he was glad to
find that a remedy had been proposed
with reference to the difficulties ofour
'murine jurisprudence. This was not
the first occasion on which public
attention had been calledto the matter.
In 1872, several prominentmembers of
the House, representing shipping con-
munities, called his attention to tho
want of some marine jurisdiction of a
summary character vhieh would en
able grievances to bc redressed in our
inland waters. They found no juris-
diction outside of the ordinary civil
Courts which would protect thein from
damages resulting from collisions or
trespasses, or any accidents whieh
might occur in our inland waters. His
late leader had his attention drawn to
the matter on more than one occasion,
and ho took it under his consideration.
But it was one of those questions, as
would bc agreed by the hon. the Min-
ister of Justice, which was surrounded
by considerable difficulties, both a to
jurisdiction and expediency, which it
was necessary to carefully conside'
before entering into any such legisla-
tion. He (Mr. Mitchell) appreciated
the manner in which the hon. the Min
ister of Justice had placed the matter
before the House vhen ho stated that
lie invited discussion and advice froIn
those members who might have speciil
interest in marine mattors. It was
to be hoped tthat the remedy would not
remain confined to the inland waters,
but would be extended over the whole
admiralty jurisdiction in the Dominion
of Canada. He quite agreed vith
what had been said ab ut the systen
now in vogue. It was a century old,
and was obsolete, and the time had ar-
rived when it should be amended, not
only with reference to inland waters
but tidal waters. He was satisfiel the
Minister of Justice would consider
the suggestions made, and vOuld
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endeavour to frame a bill to make less
expensive the onerous, troublesome,
and inoperative system now prevailing.
lis hon. triend, in making the motion,
had appealed to two or three legal
<entleman, as to their experience; but
ommercial and shipping gentlemen

had a great deal more interest in the
mnatter than legal gentleman, who
rathlei liked delay and expensive liti-
gation.

Mi. PALiER said in 1872, when
the hon. member for Frontenac had a
Bi11 before the House, the Government
X that day did not do all in their

power to remedy the matter. He had
not had time to read over the corres-
pondence between the Minister of Jus-
tice and tho Imperial authorities, but
he had seen, with great pleasure, the
(omments which appeared in the press.
Whatever they might say as to the
policy of this Government, Canada
owed a debt of gratitude to the Minister
of Justice for his action in this matter.
If the correspondence had been rightly
interpreted by the press, the Minister
of Justice had done much good, which.
should be extended in a further direc-
tion. The admiralty jurisdiction
created a maritime lien, which, in the
colonies, was different entirely to that
created by what was called the ligh
Court of Admiralty Act in England.
Under precisely the same circum-
stances, there might be a lien in Eno-
land and not here, and vice versa; of
course, we could not deal with the
matter ourselves. In England, the Coun-
ty Courts had been granted jurisdiction
up to £1,000, and the difficulty could
be settled locally and inexpensively.
We had not the same improvements as
in England,simply because the Imperial
Government could not ppssibly feel the
lame interest in our affairs. We had
no representative there to point out
these incongruities. In New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia there was ouly
one place at which redress could be
ýobtained, although the vossels in ques-
tion might be far away at another port.
le thought we had a right to say when
a lien or mortgage should be placed
"pon shipping or other property, and
when it should not. It was also worth
considering whether persons supplying
materials should not have a lien upon
the ships.

18

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he under-
stood the intention of the Minister of
Justice to be that, if the present mea-
sure received a favourable opinion from
the members from the Maritime Pro-
vinces, he would lay a Bill before the
House extending the provisions to the
Maritime Provinces.

Mr. BLAKE said it would be a mat-
ter of agreement between the Imperial
authorities and our own Government,
as otherwise there might be conflicting
jurisdiction.

Mr. MITCHELL asked whether
such a Bill could not be passed ; its
action, however, to be suspended until
an agreement had been arrived at.

Mr. BLAKE: I think we shall get
the law by waiting until our repre-
sentations to the Imperial authorities
are acted upon.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said that if
the Bill was desirable for Upper Ca-
nada, he did not see why it was not
equally desirable for the Maritime
Provinces.

Mr. BLAKE: There is no Vice-
Admiralty Court in Ontario.

Mr. JONES said he was aware of
that fact. But it was proposed to
establish such a Court by the present
Bill; and it appeared to him that it
would be desirable to assimilate the
law in the Maritime Provinces to it.
He knew there had been a great deal
of difficulty in Nova Scotia with regard
to the Vice-Admiralty Court. It was
a bugbear to the mercantile community,
who often would rather suffer injustice
than be put to the delay and expense
involved in litigation in the Admiralty
Courts.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
he was pleased to hear the remarks of
the Minister of Justice, and he trusted
he would consider the shipping in-
terests of Nova Scotia. He looked
upon the Vice-Admiralty Court as a
huge and cumbersome machine, of
very little service to the litigants,
and so expensive that some persons
would sooner pay exorbitant claims
than go into the Court at all. It
was a Court which had existed for a
great length of time, and it retained
many of the old forms which certainly
odglt to be reformed. It was a system
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which could hardly be followed up out-
side of the city of Halifax, where the
Judge resided, and it was almost
impossible for anything like justice to
be had. If a vessel received injuries
through a collision, reference had first
to be made to Halifax before any pro-
eess could be taken, and a large amount
of expense must be incurred before
the matter could be brought to a head
or a trial. The present system was
almost a blot upon the legislation of
the country, in that it had existed so
long. Something was certainly re-
quired to be done in the interest of
shipping and of the publie generally.

Mr. BLAKE said it was right, after
the observations made in reference
to Nova Scotia, that ho should
state that among the papers
brought down in answer to the
motion of his hon friend from Fron-
tenac, would be found an earnest state-
ment on the partof the learned Judgre as
tothe extravagant nature of the fees and
the cumbersome practice of the Court,
which he thought would be largely
redressed by the adoption of the more
modern rules used in England. So it
would be seen that the learned Judge
himself was forward in pointing out
the difficulty. The papers would also
show that ho (Mr. Blake) did not fail
to press the subject, as one requiring
immediate attention, upon the authori-
ties in England with a view to redress,
in anticipation of the change. As to
the riemark of the hon. member for
Northumberland respecting legal gen-
tiemen, he was sure it was to their
interest that litigation should neither
be dilatory or expensive. The truc
way was to iake the law as cheap as
possible.

Mr. MITCHELL said he only re-
ferred to his experience as a commer-
cial man, and did not desire to cast
any reflections upon the legal pro-
feasion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: i
think, if my hon. friend were a member
of the legal profession, ho would per-
feetly inderstand that thoy hold that
Ia nimble sixpence is botter than a
slow shilling."

Mr. MITCHELL: It is all very
well in theory, but not in practice.

Mr. MÂcKAr.

Mr. PALMER: You May not be
aware that my hon. friend was a mci-
ber of the bar in New Brunswick.

Mr. MITCHELL: And having left
the bar twenty-four years ago to en-
gage in commercial pursuits, I an the
botter prepared to give an independent
opinion in the matter.

Bil1 read the first tine.

THE LIEUTENANT-G OVERNOR1
OF MANITOBA.

REMARKS AND EXPLANATION.

Orders of the day called.
Mr. SCHULTZ said that, before the

orders of the day were called, lie desir-
ed to make some r-emarks in connection
with the telegram from Lieut.-Gover-
nor Morris read by the Premier in this
lHouse on the 21st February. He would
have made these remarks before but
had been waiting for the Officiai Re-
port of what had been said on that oc-
casion. As this was delayed however,
he would take the report as given in the
Toronto Globe of the 22nd February
Rs a correct account. le believed that
the telegram then read by the Premier
was consequent upon some remarks
made during a discussion in the House
about one week ago. The hon. mem-
ber for Marquette lad then moved,
seconded by himself, flor an Order oftho
House for returns of all cases tried ani
disposed of under the provisions of N>
Vie. Cap. 53, entitled an Act respecting
conflicting claims to lands of ocfc-
pants in Manitoba. The bon. menbcr,
in making this motion had pointed
out the grievance whieh was felt at
the delay in the settlement of these
claims, and the long time whieh hal
elapsed since Mr. Morris had been
appointed Commissioner. without any-
thing having been done, and his belier
that the appointment of Mr. Morris
was objectionable because that gentle-
man's numerous and onerous duties
rendered it impossible for hirn to at-
tend to this matter properly, and that
the appointment should be cancelled
and given to the Judges or some othel
persons who had time to attend to it-
He (Mr. Schultz), in seconding the
motion, had agreed in the viws ex-
pressed by his colleague fron Man-
toba, and had added that, as it wý1s
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currently reported and generally be-
lieved in the Province that the Lieut-
enant Governor had speculated largely
in lands, the position of Commissioner
for disputed claims was one which
he thought the Lieutçnant-Governor
would not be likely to seek, and that
it was ill-advised in the public interest
to force upon him. Consequent
apparently upon these statements,
seemed to lave corne the action of
the hon. the leader of the Government
on the 21st of February, which was
reported in the Toronto Globe of the
following day in substance as follows :-

Mr. Mackenzie said that he felt
bound to allude to a matter that took
place a day or two ago here in justice
to an official of the Government. The
member for Lisgar had stated as a com-
mon rumour or his own belief, he for-
got which, that the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor of Manitoba was deeply engaged
in land speculations, implying thereby
that ho was not a suitable person for
the Government to employ in the
capacity of Land Commissioner for the
settlement of claims in dispute. He
ventured at the time from precise
information, to contradict the state-
ment, and said that the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor had now telegraphed him as
follows:-

"It is absotutely false that I an largely
interested in* land speculations. I have no
interest, direct or indirect, in scrip or half-
breed claims. I own three quarter-sections,
two farns and certain city property acquired
from private owners. )ou are authorized
to use this statement."

The reading of this telegram seemed
to have been followçd by the member
for Cumberland, -who regretted that
the Premier should have chosen to
make this statement when the member
for Lisgar was not in the House. Mr.
Mackenzie then stated that he did not
know whether the hon. member was
present or not, but that the statement
would be published. He had nothing
to say in the matter, but simply to read
the telegra i. He did not' think the
Governorol Manitoba stood in the same
position as a Governor of another Pro-
vince, and would not think it the pro-
per thing for a gentleman in his
position to be speculating in lands
which might be subjects of dispute.

1S

Mr. Ryan, of Marquette, seemed then
to have followed with this statement:-

" It gives me much pleasure to hear the
statement just made by the hon. the Premier.
Since the hon. gentleman and his Cabinet
will, in all probability, have the opportunity
of appointing a Lieutenant-Governor for
Manitoba next sumnier, we may expect one
who will not speculate. h the lon. A. Mor-
ris does not speculate very extensively, report
must in Manitoba do him a very great injus-
tice. I myself was of the opinion that he
speculated extensively. I know of m'y own
personal knowledge one case, that of the
Drever Esfate, one of the nost valuable in
the City of Winnipeg, in which he not only
made a speculation, but made one of the best
and largest speculations made in the Pro-
vince of Manîtoba. Since the Hon. Mr. Mor-
ris telegraphs that he does not speculate, I
suppose I must have been Mistaken . but I
regret that I had not a little time to enquire
into the matter, as the belief relative to Mr.
Morris' speculations is very wide-spread in
Manitoba."

As regarded the te!egram itself, he
(Mr. Schultz) said it unfortunately did
not atall serve the purpose for which it
was intended, for it contained a direct
admission of the facts alleged. Two
or three quarter-sections, and certain
city property, seenied harmie-Is enough
for a Lieutenant-Governor to speenýlate
in, even viewed in the rigid light in
which the Premier seemed disposed to
view such actions by Lieutenant-Gov-
ernors. The member for Marquette
told them what sort of a speculation
one of these city properties meant. It
was truc that a purchase of property
for $15,000, which increased in value
in two or three years to $50,000, might
not be considered by the Governor of
Manitoba much of a speculation, nor be
so considered by the Government;
but in Manitoba, accustomed to deal
with smaller figures and smaller in-
terests, the view of the hon. gentleman
from Marquette obtained, and it was
considered a very good speculation in-
deed. The hon. gentleman fromn Mar-
quette had stated from his place that
he knew, of his own knowledge, of this
one) SpeCCulation. Hie (Mr. SUthultz)
did not know of it oxcept v generatL
rumour; but ho did know, and had n'>
hesitation in stating fr'om his place li
the Ilouse, that at this monent a po-
tion of this Drever property was
in dispute; was claimed by the City
Council, and formed the subject of a
dispute between the City Cunwil and
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the Lieutenant-Governor. The portion
of it in dispute was small, but still it
was in dispute. What action the city
might take, he could not say; but, if
the patent for the land was not issued,
and the city pressed the claim in the
usual way, how inconvenient it would
be for the Lieutenant-Governor to act
in his capacity of Commissioner. lie
regretted that the Premier should have
felt called upon to make what looked
like a Quixotic defence of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor. The better way
would have been to have made those
quiet enquiries possible to the Depart-
ment which had the matter in hand,
and thus given that consideration to a
matter on which, he believed, three
out of four members of this House held
similar views, and which were shared
in also, ho thought, by Manitoba's
representatives in another branch of
the Legislature,

LUNENBURG SHIPPING MAS-
TER.

EXPLANATION.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland)
desired the attention of the
for a few minutes while

said he
House
he re-

ferred to a debate in the other chamber,
in which the hon. Senator for Lunen-
burg (Mr. Kaulbach) made a serious
charge against one of the officers of the
Department of Marine and Fisheries.
le (Mr. Smith) had in his hands a
report of the speech the hon. Senator
delivered on that occasion, which con-
tained a charge of a grave character
against Joseph Creighton, the Shipping
Master at Lunenburg. According to
this speech, the officer had been guilty,
not only of arson, but of murder; but
it was unnecessary for him (Mr. Smith)
to dwell on that portion of the charge,
which, it seemed to him, was a fit sub-
ject for the legal tribunals of the
country to deal with, and not one
which ought to be brought up in Par-
liament at all. On the 22nd October,
1873, Mr. Wm. Young was appointed
Shipping Master at Lunenburg, and in
May, 1874, the Order in Council ap-
pointing that gentleman was cancelled,
and the duties of his office devolved
upon the Collector of Customs of the
port. That was in accordance with
the law, which provided that, in the

Mr. ScnZ.

absence of a Shipping Master the dutiea
pertaining to such office should be per-
formed by the Collector. It was ad-
mitted by all parties concerned that
the duties of the Shipping Master
could be more easily performed by the
Collector, because every captain of a
vessel had to go to him to clear out,
and it was more convenient that that
official should attend to tho business
which devolved upon the Shipping
Master. The hon. Senator stated in
the course of his remarks, that Mr.
Young was displaced after he . (Mr.
Kaulbach) had some conversation with
him (Mr. Smith) personally. That
conversation was of a private nature,
and his recollection of it -was that Mr.
Kaulbach disapproved of the displace-
ment of Mr. Young, who seemed to be
a particular friend of his. The hon.
Senator said, moreover, that he inforn-
ed him during that interview that
Creighton was a bad character. -He
(Mr. Smith) was not prepared to say
whether such information was given
during the conversation or not, but, if
it was, he had no recollection what-
ever of the circumstanco. The general
tone of the hon. Senator's observations
was a condemnation orf the action of
the Department in removing this man,
but he attributed this more to polities
than to anything else, because ho was
aware of the fact that the hon. mem-
ber for Lunenburg and Mr. Kaulbach
were politically hoetile. The appoint-
ment of Mr. Creighton was made in
May. The matter went on, and he
heard no more of it. In March, 1876>
the Collector of Customs wrote, asking
to be relieved from the duties of Ship-
ping aster, inasmuch as his ordinary
duties wcre greatly increased, and be
could not attend to both offices. 11
knew nothing of the Collector or bis
polities, but on inquiry he found that
he was appointed in 1869 by the late
Goverument. The letter requestinlg
relief from the duties of Shipping fas-
ter was as follows:-

"CSTOM HoI*,
" LUNENBURG, N. S., CANADA,

4 MARCH 2tst, 1876,
"Si,-I beg respectfully to bring to your

noLice that the duties of the Shipping Master
of this poit are now being performed by me,
the office having been transferred to the
Customs on the 24th of October, 1874.
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" As the trade of the port is steadily on the
increase,and as I am the only officer attached
to the port (with the exception of a Preven-
tive Officer) the duties of the Customs and
Registrar of Shipping, to be efficiently per-
formed, require the greater portion of my
time ; I would therefore respectfully request
to be released from the position of Shipping
Master at the end of the current fiscal year.

"I have the honour to be, Sir,
" Your obedient servant,

(Figned,) "EDWARD DOWLING,
" Collector.

" The Deputy Minister of
"Marine and F sheries,

" Ottawa."
On the 30th March, a short time

after the receipt of the above, he
received the following letter

"HOUsE OF COMMONS, OTTAWA,
" March 30th, 1876.

"SiR,-Referring to the letter forwarded
to your Departnent by Edward Dowling,
Esq., Collector of Customs, at the port of
Lunenburg, N. S., stating that at the end of
the present fiscal year lie wishes to be reliev-
ed of the duties of shipping seamen, and
recoimending that then a separate shipping
office be established at that port, I have the
honour to respectfully request that bis sug-
gestion be carried into effect.

"I beg to add that before the time named,
I will recommend a suitable person to fill
the office of Shipping Master for the said
port.

"I have, &c.
(Signed,) "C. E. CHURCU.

"Wi. Snith, Esq.,
"Depity Minister,

"Marine and Fisheries.
" Ottawa."

On the 10 th May he received another
Jetter fiom the hon. member for Lunen-
burg as follows:-

"CIIESTER, LUNENBURG COUNTY, N. S.,
"May 1Oth, 1876.

"SIR,-In the month ofMarch last, as you
will reniember, Edward Dowling, Esq., Col-
lector of Customs at Lunenburg, N. S., in aletter to your Department, asked to be re-
ieved of the duties of Shipping Master for
t!at port at the end of the present fiscal
Year, and recommended that a separate ship-
Pmng office be established there after thatdate.

"I speke to the hon. Minister on this sub-jeCt before I left Ottawa, and lie expressed
his wilhngness to grant the request. Since
rnY return home, I have seen Mr. Dowling,
and lie desired me to uress the matter, stating
'hat lus duties as Collector fullyoccupied his .tine.

"I now have the honour to ask that the
separate shipping office be established atunenburg on the lst of Juiy next, and I
have pleasure in naming Capt. Joseph

Creigliton as a suitable person to be Shipping-
Master. Mr. Creighton has been a master
mariner for a number of years, and I believe-
he will inake an eflicient officer. He residea
in the town of Lunenburg.

"Please bring the subject to the notice or
the hon. Minister. I beg to refer you to Mr.
Dowling's letter, to which I have already
alluded.

" I have, &c.,
(Signed,) "C. E. CHURCH.

"Wm. Smith, Esq.,
"Deputy Minister,

"Marine and Fisheries,
" Ottawa."

That correspondence would show
that it was represented to his Depart-
ment that it would subserve the
business interests of the people of the
Dominion that Collectors of Customs
should be Shipping Masters, and he
acted on that representation in respect
to almost all the ports in the Dominion.
He did not know Mr. Creighton, and
it was not contemplated at that time
that the office should be held for a
short time by tho Collector and that
then the Collector should resign and
another person be appointed. It was
never mentioned or suggested, nor did
he know such a thing was proposed.
The matter so continued for one or two
years, when, it would be seen by the
correspondence, that the Collector of
Customs desired to be relieved of the
position on the groitnds stated. That
request was supported by the repre-
sentative of the county, and Mr.
Creighton was appointed, ho being
stated by the member for the county
to be a respectable man, who had been
a captain of vessels for many years,
and who lived in Lunenburg. The
hon. Senator for Lunenburg (Mr.
Kaulbach) had represented Mr.
Creighton as being an exceedingly
violent 'man. If he were guilty of
what had been alleged, he was certainily
unworthy of holding his office, and le
(Mr. Smith) would not allow him to
continue in his position a single
moment if the facts alleged were
established. The grave charge was
made against Mr. Creighton that
he had been guilty of arson and mur-
der. It was matter for surprise, how-
ever, that if the bon. Senator were
justified in making that charge,
le had not taken the necessary steps
to have the offender brought to justice;
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that he should go fre, unwhipped of
justice if there were evidence in support
of the charge of crime; and ifthere were
no evidence, he doubted the propriety
of any hon. gentleman making a state-
ment charging any man with a high
crime such as murder. If there were
proof s he failed to understand why the
lion. Senator did not produce them
before a proper tribunal. What he
desired to state to the House was,
that if Creighton had been guilty of
the minor charge and if were proved
he had said to the bon. Senator, as he
had alleged, frequently, and not long
before coming to Parliament this Ses-
sion, that man had attacked him in the
street and in infamous language liustled
him and threatened be would finish
him off if lie spoke about him or used
his name, every hon. member, irres-
pective of polities, would say that
that man should be disnissed. What
he proposed with the consent of
his colleagues in the Government
waP, to institute an enquiry at
once into the charge. If the resuit
of the inquiry were to establish the
charge made against that officer by
the hon. Senator, Creigliton would be
at once dismissed.

Mr. CHURCH said that, in justice
to himself and Captain Creighton, he
felt bound to address the House
briefly. The hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries had correctly
stated the facts of the case in regard
to the correspondence which led to
the appointment of Captain Creighton.
The Senator for Lunenburg had, in a
speech delivered by him in the other
branch of Legislsture on 30th March,
1875, made serions charges against
the character of Captain Creighton,
who was not at that time an officer of
the Government, the duties of ship-
ping master being then discharged by
the Collector of Custoins who had
been authorized to perform the same
by the Minister of Marine and Fish-
erie5. On the return of Senator Kaul-
bach, to Lunenburg, after the Session
of 1875, he was met by Captain
Creighton in the street and an explan-
ation demanded of his remarks in
the Senate. They had a rencontre,
and Captain Creighton, ho had been
informed, had taken hold of the ion.
gentleman, who afterwards entered

Mr. SMIT.

an action against him for assault
and Captain Creighton was bound
over to keep the peace, and called
upon to pay a fine. Those were
the circumstanees as far as lie knew
them, though, as he did not reside in
Lunenburg town, be did not know the
circumstances of the case exactly as
they occurred. 11e had made some
inquiries into the matter, and several
persons living in the town thought the
provocation given to Captain Creigh-
ton was sufficient to warrant him in so
acting, and some went a littie furthei
and thought a little more violence
would not have been more than the
case demanded. That of course was a
a matter regarding which he (Mr.
Church) need not here express an
opinian. But ho wished it to be dis-
tinctly understood by the House that
at the time the attack was made in
the Senate on Captain Creighton's
character, he was not an officer in any
Department under the Government,
and consequently he did not think the
Senator should have attacked him
as he had donc on that occasion:
and any gentleman upon whom an
attack was made by a member of the
other chamber, under such circum-
stances, would naturally like to have
an explanation; and a rencontre might
occur, such as was said to have taken
)lace. In the speech lately delivered
by the hon. Senator for Lunenbarg,
Captain Creighton was accused, not
directly, perhaps, but yet very point-
edly, as being guilty of both murder
and arson. The house of the hon.
Senator was burned some two or three
years ago, whereby he lost nearly ail
his property and effects, in which mie-
fortune he had received the sympathY
of a number of persons in the couinty.
le (Mr. Church) had not been aware
that Captain Creighton had threatened
the hon Senator in the manner stated
in his speech. His first knowledge Of
it was on reading the speech referred
to. He would make no objection tO an
investigation of the charges being
made by the Government ; ho trusted
the enquiry would be thorough and
the facts ascertained, and, as the rep-
resentative of the county, he was will
ing to abide by any fair decisiOn
arrived at. As to the character of
Captain Creighton, ho had never heard
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:any serious accusation made against
him; he had been an efficient sea
captain foi a number of years,
andl belonged to a respectable
amily. the President of the Legislative

Council of Nova Scotia being a near
relative of his. le (Mr. Church) would
curtainly not recomm end any person
:i" suitable foi an office under the
Governnment if he knew that the char-
eter and qualifications of the indivi-
dual were not good. Captain Creighton
was recommended to him by persons
residing in Luninbuirg town largely
interested in the trade and shipping of
the port-as a suitable man for the
position of Shipping Master; and, con-
sequently, be had recommended him to
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
atnd ho was appointed as the hon.
Minister had explained. -He could niot
surelv be expeeted to recommend a
political opponent, and he felt bound
to name Captain Creighton for
the position, lie havinig been recoin-
mended to him by gentlemen in whom
he trusted and reposed full contidence.
He would not speak further on this sub-
ject now, but if* it should come up for
discussion again, he would crave the
indulgerice of the House to make further
remarks upon it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it was quite clear that the party in
question ought to be dismissed. Itwas
said that this person went for an ex-
planation to a Senator, called him to
accournt for the language used in one of'
the fHouses of Parliament, and then as-
saulted him.

Mr. MACKENZIE: He was no
officer of the flouse.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that made no difference. The person
evf Very momber of Parliament was

sacred; and the language he used in
Iarliament, on his own responsibility,
.could not be the subject of assault, to
say the least of it, or anything further,
perhaps, then remonstrance. It was

filite clear that this man had no right,af the explanation was unsatisfactory,
to assault a Senator for what Le said in
Parliament, no matter whether the lan- 1
guage was strong or violent, or calledlor, or justifiable, or unjustifiable.
It was absolutely requisite for mem-
hers of Parliament that the person of i

every monber who made any state-
ment on his own responsibility should
be safe froni attack. When he was
attacked. it was plain tlint the other
party was in the wrong, from the fact
that he was bound to keep the peace.
He was glad to hear from the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, that ho was going
to enquire into the natter. This ough t
to be donc, and the guilty party ought
not to be allowed 1 romain for one
instant afterwards in the publie service.
He thought the hon. inember from
Lunenburg had spoken from informa-
tion roceived.

Mr. CIIURCII: I related the cir-
cumstances as I heard them.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he shouldi not expeet him to recom-
mend a political enemy. He quite
understood, of course, that lie should
recommend a political supporter. He
thought the hon. gentlemî ian would
allow hin to say that ho thought he
might have made more particular en-
quiries. It seemod to him that he was
not quite irnmaculate, and he himself
said he bad not heard any serious
charges brought against hin.

Mr. SMITII (Westmoreland) : I
think it quite right to say with regard
to the assaalt that it took place nearly
two years ago, and that I never heard
of it until the statement of the Senator
was made the other day.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I amn
quite sure of that.

INSOLVENT ACT REPEAL BILL

[BILL No. 2.]

(3r. Barthe.)

SECOND READING PROPOSED.

Mr. BARTHE said ho would submit
that the feeling of the people was more
than ever adverse to the existing Insol-
veney Law. This was positively exact
for the Province of Quebec as a whole.
and particularly for the rural districts
of which he had the honour to be one
)f the representatives. le might add
that the feeling in some of the other
Provinees was not less intense. The
rcasons why such a feeling existed
wvere numerous, and ho would try to
ndicate some of them. When tho
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Insolvent Act of 1864 was intro-
duced we had been many years without
such a law and the country had been
prosperous. The commercial morality
of the Canadian people was then pro-
verbial. He did not pretend to say
that the divers Insolvent Acts introduc-
ed since 1864 were the unique causes
of the hard times we now had, but he
did state that he was convinced that
those divers laws had contributed, to
a large extent, to demoralize the com-
mercial community and the people
generally. In former years it was an
honour generally deserved and observ-
ed by Canadian commercial men to
endeavour to succeed in paying their
debts in full. Now, they saw to be an
insolvent was not a stigma, but a kind
of fashion, la mode du pays, as they say
in French. He could not better state
his view on this point than by citing
the following remarks, written by a
commercial man:

"Give to any comnunity the knowledge
that, should they err in judgment in the man-
agement of their business affairs, the law will
step in and correct their inistakes and free
them from the results of their blunders by
granting a discharge from all liabilities, and
what do we see as the result ? A. reckless
mode of doing business, a total disregard of
all sacred obligations of another's rights in
property entrusted to their care. This is the
effect of the present Insolvent Act when it
gran s a discharge to all who apply for re'ief
from their liabilities."

This feeling had bect expressed by
several newspapers in the country and
several commercial men of high stand-
ing. The Quebec, Levis and Halifax
Boards of Trade had passed resolutions
for the repeal of the law. He had read
the discussion on the subjectat the last
meeting of the Montreal Board of
Trade, and several prominent members
of the Board had pronouncetd against
the law. So it waswith the Dominion
Board of Trade. By referring to the
statisties supplied to them by the
Select Committee appointed by this
House at the last Session for the pur-
pose of inquiring into the causes of the
depression of the leading commercial
interests, he found that from Jan. 1875
to Feb. 1876 there had been 1,391 cases
of insolvency, representing an aggre-
gate liability of $26,933,709, upon
which dividends to the amount of
$5,071,325 had been paid, the average

Mr BARTKE.

rate of dividend boing 22½ cents in the
dollar. This made a direct loss of
$20,852,381, being equal to 77½ pei
cent. These amounts had been classi-
fied in the statement. The largest
failures had occurred in the following
branches :
125 dry goods mrch'ts, liabilities...$4,880,10o

32 hardware dealers, do ... 3,004,159.
327 general merchants, do ... 2,339,942.

65 lumber merchants, do ... 2,182,145.
122 grocers, do ... 1,541,587.

These five branches of trade took up
one-half of the aggregate liabilities of
insolvents, and the balance was divided
amongst 101 other trades, from the
wine and spirit dealer to the under-
taker. Those officiai figures, if applied
to our population, showed that one-
half of our people did not pay
their legitimate debts, protected as
they were by the law of the land
called the Insolvent Act. Those
figures showed that a half of our
people speculated and lived on the
energies of the other half of the popu-
lation. One argument he had heard
against the repeal of the law was that
so many, having lost the greatest part
of their earnings by the effect of this
law, should not be themselves deprived
of the benefit of it at a proper tine.
If this objection could stand, it
it would be better for this House te
decree a general Bankruptcy Act than
to wait by degrees such practical
expectations. Some people, favourable
to the existing law, said that nearly
every country had its Insolvent Act,
and they did not see why Canada
should not. He did not intend to enter
into the merits of this objection further
than to say that, in France, it was "
stigma; there was a kind of criminality
attached to insolvency. In Englald
as well as in Scotland, the law was n0
known to be used as an encouragement
to bankruptcy; the relax of co pmie-
cial morality was not known 'to be
there as we saw it here. Our country
was young, and young nations as well
as young children were more apt t'
be contaminated than the elder people
or nations. But we had near us the
example of the United States. After
their last gigantic and ruinous war
our neighbours adopted an Insol-
vent Act, in 1867, ho believed-
The result of the war was a reason for
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the adoption of such a law. But in
Canada, where we had lived in peace
under the protection of the glorious
flag of England, the same reason. did
not exist for the adoption of such a
law. In fact, in 1864, when the first
law was passed, there was no necessity
for its adoption and the country had
had since to suffer from its demoral-
izing effect. And what did they sec
now in the United States ? The repeal
of the law that bad been necessary
had been decided. He hoped that this
example would be followed by the
Canadian Parliament. lie now came
to an important point-how the law
worked. This was explained in one
way by an accountant writing to the
Montreal flerald. He said:

" The method pursued is as follows, viz.:
When an insolvency takes place, the whole-
sale merchant, whose calculations are based
upon such insolvency, assumes the position
of the friend of the unfortunate insolvent,
helps him to obtain a favourable settlement,
and when this is accomplished, sells him a
large quantity of goods at profitable prices,
obtains his notes for the saine, and di-
counts these notes at a profitable rate of
interest to the particular Bank whose capital
protects his position, and everything is thus
Made pleasant f or everybody immediately
concerned."

Wcll, this was one way by which
things were done in i nsolvency matters,
but there were many other ways not
less disreputable. In many, and he
dared say in most cases, before the in-
solvent assigned, there was some under-
standing either between the insolvent
and his future assignee, or between the
insolvent and some large creditors-
future inspectors-in such a way that
the law was made an instrument of
speculation for a few instead of being
a relief for all. The big fishes eat the
snall ones. Then came the scandalous
run of assignees to have the estate.
The practical result was that the
mflsolvent's estate was either bought by
the insolvent himself, at a few cents on
the dollar, or the stock was sold by
auction at a loss. What was the con-
sequence ? The honest merchant, a
neighbour, who worked bard to pay
twenty shillings in the pound, could
flot compete. He was forced to become
al iflsolvent himself. So the ruin and
the demoralization spread all round.
le had no hesitation in saying that a

law which producedî such results vas
a law that deserved to be repealed.
Now, they had the assignment made.
What went on ? The writ was taken
and the interim assignee was seised of
the whole estate. So much went for
the lawyer charged with preliminary
proceedings, so much for the interim
assignee, so much for the official as-
signee, so much for inspectors, travel-
ling expenses, &c., so that at last the
estato was all gone, and the creditor
left was trotting after the assignee for
his dividend when a dividend is adver-
tised. He did not intend to throw
any stigma on the assignees as a body.
He supposed they did the best they
could; but taking the results as they
were, he must say that the way the
law allowed them to manage the-
estates was equivalent, in many cases,
to a legal robbery. He had read in
several newspapors many illustrations
of this. He- found the following state-
ment published in one of the news-
papers.

"How to 'Settle' au Estate by Law.-
Here is an Assignee's Bill for sttling an
Insolvent Estate in Nova Scotia:-

Total costs .............. $2,785 87

And this ïs how the estate stood originally
as between the debtor and his creditors:-
Assets (actually realized) exclu-

sive of incumbrance upon
Real Estate............... $3,873 35

Total liabilities (less morigage). 3,866 20

Surplus.......... $7 15

It will be seen that, after paying off the
nortgage, the estate was worth 100 cents in
the dollar and was put into insolvency on
account of the death of the insolvent under
the belief that speedier and more econonical
closing up could be had for the debtor's
orphan children than by the usual way of
liquidation, We presume the creditors had
not mnch experience of the sublime science
of' addition, division and silen ce ' as practised
in the office ofan Official Assignee. The estate
went into the assignee's hands, solvent, in
October, 1874-and there wasn't one hostile
creditor,-and it corne out of his bands in
October, 1876, thus:-
Net proceeds..................
Assignee's account.. $2,785 87
Amount., cancelled.. 172 00

Balance left for the creditors..

$3,873 35

2,957 87

$ 915 48

Representing 24 cents in the dollar-al
the rest, 'gone where the woodbine twineth."'
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And this was a solvent estate. Here
was one case for Quebec city, found in
a Quebec paper :-

" The following is a recent case in Quebec
city. in whieh the Assignze had about
$4,000 assests to he divided among the
creditors. They got onlv 33 per cent., 53 per
cent. going for cost of licuidation. ThIe total
costs were $2,207.96.

There was another detailed account
found in the same paper for an estate
in Three Rivers, in which the total
costs amounted to $2,207.95. A strange
fact was that, in both cases, the ex-
penses were the same, one $2,207.%
for the Quebec case, and one
$2,207.95 for the Three Rivers case,
being one cent difference. This proved
that the tariff was uniform. le could
cite many other cases. but lie felt it
was useless, because there was no hon.
member of this Hlouse who, in his own
district, had not sonio knowledge of
such intolerable legal robberies. One
of the grievances of the law vas
that the sane disbursoments existed for
a snall as for a large estate.
The only difference was that the as-
signees having less in band, their fees
werc nicessary less, and that in the
last occurrence nothing was left for
the creditors. The tollowing instance
was from a Montreal paper:-

" Alas! for the poor creditors.-How an
insolvent estatt of $800 in Montreal was dis-
tributed-costs of winding-up $441.50 !-the
landlord, $365.45; and the creditors, for

$2,270, get nothing!"

The following was another case:-
" Cost of winding-up an insolvent estate.-

20 per cent. to creditors and 80 per cent. costs.
- e have lately published some extraordi-
nary accounts of assignees in connection
with the winding-up of insolvent estates, but
that to which we now request the attention
of our readers eclipses all hitherto given
publicity to. The winding-up costs eighty
per cent. of the assetq, whilst not twenty er
cent. went to the ' poor creditors.' he
question arises whether it would not be better
to allow insolvents to keep their estates, and
accept what they migit offer, rather than
allow the assets to be eaten up in costs ? "

The following statement he found in
the Journal of Commerce :

"It is surprising what ups and downs some
people will have during a lifetinie. Mr. P.
B., a tailor, started business more than 23
years ago, with a sniall capital, but with
youth and energy ; after a run of five years
failed and compronised at ten shillings in
the pound. Having started again in August,

Mr. BARTHE.

1866, he was a second time an applicant 1o
insolvencv, and again compronised at ten
shillings. In March, 1868, he failel; il
March, 1876, he settled at twelve shillings
and sixpence; and now again tor the fifti
tine he lias been served1 with a writ ot
attachinent. There is a sayi n_ thiat it
takes three failures to make a fortune,'

Some people would say thero was a
remedy against such abuses. The ds
charge of the insolvent might be con-
tested, as well as the discharge of the
assignee. There was no remocly at all.
It might be that, in many cases, it
was the duty of the assignee to contest
the discharge of the fraudulent and
reckless insolvent, but the experience
they had was that it was not done.
The creditors were dispersed, and, for
want of time or otherwise, they did
not have the necessary control over,
the assignoe, who, in many cases, was
the nominee of the insolvent himself,
to a large extent. Then they might
add that the creditor had the right tu
contest either the discharge of the
assignee or of the insolvent. This was
no remedy at all. because the result
for the creditor vas nuli. The con-
testation of the insolvents discharge
by the creditor would not oblige huim
to pay his claim, and, furtherraore, the
trouble and expense of such a contesta.-
tion was discouraging. He saw no reme
dy at all against the reckless an 1 frau-
dulent insolvent. In fact, he believed
it was nearly impossible to frame a
law that would attain that objeet.
Now, he would speak of the honest
debtor, for whom tbe law might be
said to have been framed. The reason
that an honest but unfortunate mer-
chant would be deprived of a relief by
repealing the Act was, in his humble
opinion, no reason, because an honest
merchant dealing with honest credi
tors, by showing that ho had been
brought into difficulty by unavoidable
circuinstances. must have his relief
from them. They could not suppose
that honest creditors would not abide
by the position. It would be their own
interest to understand, and they
must suppose, that creditors werC
human beings. In some Provinces. he
understood that the common law Wals
not sufficient to protect creditors against
dishonest dealers. This was not the
case in the Province of Quebec. They
had a disposition of the law by which

Repeal Bill.(COMMO1NB.]



[FEBRUARY 26, 1877.]

1 insolvent was bound to have bis
estate distributed equally to creditors
ccording to their rights, au marc la

lécre, with less expense and time than
by the Insolvent Act. Though not
ft-miliar with the machinery of the

procedure in other Provinces, ho sub-
imitted that this disposition of their
law could easily be adopted in all the
Provinces. He called the attention of
ihe gentlemen of the legal profession
in other Provinces to the few and clear
dispositions of the Quebec Code regulat-
ing this matter, and he felt confident
ihat they would come to the conclusion
that they might be very easily adopted
by alil toi Provinces. Those short and
uÍcar articles constituted the best
Insolvent Act they could desire.
H V man v of the farmers and others
in :is c(,iitry, he asked, were there
who could not take advantage of the
law for themselves and had been ruined?
HoIw many men with large families had
ost the earnings of many years of liard
work and seen their families in want

consequence of having trusted a dis-
guised insolvent without any resources,
who had become legally, if not honour-
ably, discharged of all his obligations.
A writer on this subject said:

"Many are accustomed to look lightly and
carelessly upon these frequently-recurring
radulent failures because they see no actual

personal distress and want and sufferino
rowin out of them. John Jones fails ani

pays tifree cents upon the dollar, and yet
John Jones' family retains the fashionable
and expensive pew in the brown stone church,

des to it with the pair of greys that they
ove last year, and the wife and daughters

swing their long skirts up the broad aisle as
proudly and gracefully as if they had been
paid for, instead of having been cheated out
xteonfxting drygoods retailers."

HIe could not better conclude than by
qtt ing the following observation from
an1ither writer on the subject

"When greatnercantile bouses niake most
trous and disgraceful failures-failures

revea the fact that tney have been
wodrseha nothing through lon years of

yr' te bankrpt oncrn have, duing th'ar's ofgtheir ood credit, hedged against theuture by paying for immense annumtv insur-
ce pobcies out of the money belonging toIoer creditors ; when badlv-failed inerchants(<ontin)ue to live i'n magnificent houses which

"Ive been settled upon their eives not long
ore they went into bankruptcy, does theret seem to be soniething vrong abont the

laws which permits such settlements ? When
a known swindler works bis way through
bankruptcy and gets what is called an bon-
ourable discharge, when everybody seenis to
be aware that he is a fraud, deservinz gaol.
is there not sonethiug wrong in the laws cf
bankruptcy ?

" And, finally, when we find these classes
of bold swindlers, who bave, through long
years of trickery, fraud and the sharpest sort
of practice, made their way to apparent finan-
cial comfort over the wrecks of the fortunes
of worthy people, kindly and favourably
received in goo society, their past conduct
apparently atoned for by lavish use of ill-
gotten gains, must we not conclude that there
is something radically wrong in our social
systein ?"

Mr. SPEAKER: I feel it my duty
to call attention to the fact that the
hon. gentleman has read a portion of
his speech. I did not interfere with
bim, because I felt the Ilouse would
indulge him on this occasion. But I
would like to warn hon. gentlemen
that, unless there is some understand-
ing in the matter. I witl feel it to be
my duty to prevent speeches being
read. If it should become the practice
to read speeches, it would lengthen the
proceedings very rmuch. J presume it
is difficult for French members to make
a speech in English without writing it ;
nevertbeloss, it is contrary to Parlia-
mentary practice, and my feeling is
that it will be my duty on other occa-
sions to prevent speeches being read.

Mr. BARTHE: If I forget not, it
was done last year.

Mr. SPEAKER: And the consequence
was that towards the end of the Session
a great many speeches were read. I
think it is inexpedient to read speeches,
and I shall deem it my duty to prevent
this being donc in the future.

Mr. WOOD said ho did not know
whether the hon. gentlernan who had
just addressed the House was a mer-
chant, a lawyer, a profesbional gen tle-
man in any way, or a farmer; but he
thought, if ho had been a merchant for
the last twenty-five years in Canada,
he would scarcely have taken the posi-
tion he had to-day in favour of striking
froi the Statute-book the Insolvent
Law so recently placed there. If the
Bill were carried, we would be taken
back to the position we occupied before
1864, wben there was no such thing as
an Insolvent Law in the ceountry, and
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when the merchant selling goods to a
country dealer had to risk his goods
being seized by another merchant on a
preferential assignment, without the
tirst creditor being paid for them. The
repeal of the Insolvent Law would
bring the country back to a state of
chaos, and the wholesale merchants
might as well cease doing business.
He could remember that, when a
young merchant, he had sold $1,000
worth of goods to a country dealer on
credit and then another merchant swept
them ail away for preferential claims,
while he himself did not receive a cent.
The present law prohibited such a law as
that, and ena bled éreditors to get their
share pro rata of the debtor's property.
le admitted that hardships had arisen
very- frequently in compositions with
debtors, and when a merchant failed
merchants generally grew indignant
and talked of imprisonment. The
machinery of the law was ample to-
day for the distribution of every estate,
and, if there was not an equal and
a fair distribution, it was not the fault
of the law, but of the creditors. He
contended, therefore, that to do away
with the law would be to inflict a great
injustice upon the commercial commu-
nity of this country. The law pre-
vented fraud, although the hon. mem-
ber for Richelieu had said it was pro-
lific of fraud. The machinery was
provided for detecting the fraudaient
debtor. If a merchant made the pro-
position to settie for ten or fifteen cents
on the dollar, the debtor could be made
to) give a full statement of his affairs.
But, if the law was not in
existence, the debtor could hand
over everything to his aunt or
his mother, sister, or uncle, and the
creditors could be cut off without a six-
pence. He admitted that credit was
too cheap ; but the banks were largely
to blame for this. If the law was well
and fairly administered, it would give
the creditors what the debtor had to
give. He, therefore, moved :
" That this Bill be not now read the

second time, but be read the second tine
this day four months."

Mr. OLIVER said he thought the
arguments adduced by the hon. mem-
ber far Richelieu were sufficient to
convince the House that the rep cal of
the Act would result in much benefit

Mr. WOOD.

to the people of Canada. This was
the view lie had taken of the Act ever
since lie had held a seat in the louse,
and at all times and on all occasions lie
had voted against it. The hon. mem-
ber for Hamilton declared that the
repeal of the Act would take us back
to where we were twenty-five years
ago. It appeared, by the statement of
the promoter of the Bill to repeal the
Insolvent Act, that in Quebec a law
existed which enabled the assets of a
debtor to be distributed pro rata.
among the creditors. If it was
within the jurisdiction of the Province
of Quebec to have such a law,
the Province of Ontario couild
certainly pass a sirmilar law ;
but that would not bu donc unless;
the Insolvency Act were repealed.
But, according to the statements of
the promoter of the repealing Bill, it
would be of little consequence to the
creditors whether or not we did go
back to the condition we were in
twenty-five years ago ; as, according
to the hon. member for Hamilton,
the creditors did not receive any
adequate proportion of the assets of
the insolvent. That was ascribed to
the neglect of the creditors to look
after the assets. It was no wonder
that they did not do so, for they had
been looking after the assets for the las'
eight or nine years, and werc now
pretty tired of the operation. After
spending days and weeks looking after
the assets, the creditors obtained five,
ten, or fifteen cents on the dollar, but
the time consumed woild bu more
valuable than the whole amount theY
could receive from the insolvent'
esbate. Even if we were to return to
the state of affairs that existedt
twenty-five years ago, the result Would
be that the creditors who seized the
stock of the debtor would get paid, while
under the present state of affairs not
one of the creditors obtained paymenlt.

Mr. WOOD: They would ail get
something under the Insolvent Law.

Mr. OLIVER said it must bu re-
membered that the time spent '

obtaining the dividend was more
valuable than the dividend itself. The
official assignees and the officiab, lon-
nected with the insolvent's estate
received something, but the credito)r
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got practically nothing. The law was
upporting a set of officials from one

end of the country to the ot".er, which
the people could well do without. It
was stated by the promoter of the
Bill to repeal the Act that, before the
passage of the law there were less
iilures aid less money lost in trading
than at the present time. H1e
belicved it was truly stated that there
vere more insolvent traders in Canada

in proportion to the population, than
ii any other country in the world. That
was because there was a standing invi-
tation upon the Statute-book for men to
go into mercantile operations who had
no substantial basis on which to expect
success; and if they were not success-
fil there was the means open to them
by which they could get out of their
difficulties. Mon entered into mercan-
tile business with very little capital
and very little experience, and the
result was that, at the end of five or teii
years, the wholesale merchants who
had been supporting them througli
that time came in and took the balance
of what was left. It was stated-but
he did not know how true it was-that
if a wholesale merchant received a
small amount of money paid upon the
stock furnished to a young merchant
commencing business without experi-
ence, and if the latter remained in busi-
ness five years, and thon failed, and the
wholesale mercflant- obtained thirty-
three cents on the dollar, he was paid
by the operations of the five years.
Ule knew instances of young dealers
who were bound to trade only at cer-
tain houuse, and who, if they changed,
would have their stock seized. The
flact was that wholesale merchants were
much to blame for the large amount
Of insolvency throughout the country;
inasmuch as they forced their goods
ulPOn country dealers, the result
of whicl was that the dealers were
compelled to go into bankruptey.
The lion. the promoter of the Bill
had pointed out that the law
Was not only injurious to the
commercial interests and to the
cnfsuniig population, but it was a
lirect injury to the honest trader. A

comp'romise was made with a merchant
in the country to påy 50 cents on the

llar; he then went into insolvency,
and ro-purchased ; or sone ofi bis friends

gave security to pay 33 cents on the
dollar within a certain time. By such
an ariangement,the trader was enabled
to turn round and sell his goods at 25
per cent. less than cost. This was
done time and again, and the honest
trader who desired to pay 100 cents on
every dollar, was compelled to stand
behind the counter idle or go into in-
solvency. The honest trader demand-
cd the repeal of the Act. During last
Session-and no doubt the tirme would
bhortly arrive for its repetition-they
heard a great deal of the sacrifice of
foreign goods in Canada. It was this
measure that had distributed those
goods throughout the country, and
caused the sacrifice. The stock of in-
solvents had been slaughtered in the
Dominion markets, and so worked a
vast amount of injury to the honest
trader. It was unnecessary for him to
enter more intodetails, as the Act had
been fully discussed on previous occa-
sions. There was no vote that he
oould give with more pleasure or
greater satisfaction than that for the
repeal of the Insolvency Act.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said ho
had hoped, in view of the arrangement
made the other night between the hon.
theMinister of Justice and the hon.mem-
ber for Richelieu, that the amendments
the Government intended to submit on
this measuro would have been before
the House before they were callel
upon to pronounce as to the propriety
of repeal ing or continuinz the present
Act. Hle felt very reluctant to voto
for any measure which would effect
the repeal of the Act without having
an opportunity of considering the
ainendmnents which he understood the
hon. the Min ister of Justice intended to
bring in. Candidly, he believed that
the people as a whole desired the
repeal of the present Act. If he spoke
the sentiments of his constituency and
the people in his neighbourhood, he
would have no hesitation in saying that
he would be obliged to record his vote
for the Bill introduced by the hon.
member for Richelieu. If there had
beon any necessity for an Insolvent
Law in the past, he feared, notwith-
standing the glowing picture of
approaching prosperity presented in)
the Budget Speech the other day, there
was stili a necessity for its existence

Insolvent Aet Repeal Bill. 285



28il Insolveut Act

In the interest of the trading com-
munity and the country generally, he,
thought it desirable that this law
should be continued ; but lie did not
wish to express any definite opinion on
the question just now. The House was
not in a proper position to pass on the
question, since the anendments pro-
nised by the hon. the Minister ofJustice

were not before them. Speaking
personally, he would, if the flouse was
pressed to a division, vote for the
amendment in the hope of gaining
some amendments to the law; but if
lie was simply to pronounce on the
naked, bald proposition before the
Ilouse, ho would feel it his duty to vote
for the original motion of the hon.
member for Richelieu.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Elgin) said lie
had listened with pleasure to the able
speech made by the promoter of
the Bill; but he thought thaton reflee-
tion the House would agree with hi
that the objections taken by the hon.
member to the present Act were more
t. its working than to its prinîciple.
Objection was taken firstto the expens-
ivenoss of proceeding under the 1; e,
and to its operation so far as the
proper distribution of the estate was
concerned; but these objections ap-
plied rather to the operation or pro-
cedure under the Act, rather than to
its principle. He thought the hon.
gentleman would agree with him that,
if a trader was not able to meet his
engagements in full, his estate should
be distributed among his creditors in
proportion to the debts, and as speed-
ily and cheaply as possibly could be
donc, compatibly with his interests and
the rights of the creditors whose
interests were involved. The law on
the Statute- book proposed to dispose
of the estate in this way. Probably
in its operation it miglt no* have had
that effect, and hence the desirability
of the louse having before them the
amendments to be proposed by the
hon. the Minister of Justice before
taking action on this subject. While,
regretting that such was the case, he
agreed with the lion. member for
South Ontario that there was some
reason for the existence of a law for the
adjustment and distribution of the
estates of utifortunate debtors. Sup-
posing, for the sake of argument, the

Mr. GIBSa.

law was repealed, as proposed by the
lion. member for Richelieu, what would
be the consequence? The first eredito,
who happened to get judgment would
have his claim satisfied, if there were
a sufficient estate for the purpose.
Directly this creditor had obtained his
judgment, another would commence
operations, and then another, until the
wyhole of them had judgments recorded
against the astate ; and the resait
would be that the very ovil which the
hon. the mover of the Bill deprecated
vouild exist to a much gieater extent

1 thani at present. The hon. member foir
North Oxford told thom they should
repeal the law, and that then, no
doubt, the Legislatuure of Ontario
would take up the matter and dispose
of it. This House, however, had sole
control of the legislation in regard to
insolvent estates, and it was no use for
them to expect that a Legislature, over
which they had no control whateveir,
would take up a difficuLty ith which
they were unable to cope, and dispo-e
of' it satisfactorily to the people of one
Province. It might be true that we
should have no Insolvent Law, but it
must be apparent and coinmand itself to
the common sense of all, tlat an estate
must be disposed of' in some way', so
that the creditors cou Id get some part
of it at the smallest possible expense.
Besides, the unfortunate debtors should
be enabled as early as pcssible to re-
commence business, not only for the
benefit of themselves and families, bt
for the benefit of the conmunitv at
large. In 1857 and 1858, we had no
Insolvent Law, bit wo had the old In-
solvent Debto-s' Court Act, which was
not sufficient to meet the requirements
of the time. The consequence wais
that many useful members of society
and mon honestly disposed were oblig-
cd to leave the country, for judgments
piled up one after another until thely
could not meet thei r -ngagements, and
they had to suspend. If the Insolven1t
Law were repealed, lie feared that sucl
would be the consequences in Ontario.
The hon. member for Richelieu had
stated that great expense w'as entailed
in the administration of estates. That
objection, however, did not apply 1o
the principle of the Act ; it was a
difficulty that could be overcome by
experience. The House, fion the

[COMMONS. 1 Rpeal Bill.



cFZBlRUARY 26, 1877.]

working of the law, would be enabled
to remedy that objection; if it could
not be met, of course it was a vital
objection to the law. If the estates
were eaten up by costs and the as-
signees did not discharre their daties,
the creditors were themselves re-
sponsible. The principle of the
measure was this : Tho estate
was placed in the hands of the cre-
ditors and then disposed of as their
own property in as easy, quick, and
inexpensive a manner as possible. A
misapprehension prevailed to a great
extent, with regard to the functions of
the assignees. They were simply ap-
pointed for the institution of the suit.
As soon as the creditors met, they
were at liberty to choose whom they
pleased to act as assignee. If they did
not (10 so, then the Goverument
nominee became the Official Assignee;
but at any time, if the creditors saw fit,
they could dismiss that official. From
the time of the first meeting the cre-
ditors had the affairs under their own
control, and, if the assignee did not act
properly, he was liable to be dis-
charged ; so that if the costs were
increased or the estate improperly dis-
posed of, it was the result of their own
negligence or want of circumspection.
Stili, he thought amendments could bo
offered to the Act, which was of purely
a practical nature, to improve its
operation. If, after such amendments
as experience suggested had been
made, the law was found to be inopera-
tive and expensive to meet the object
for which it was passed, then he would
gladly vote for its repeal; but he
believed some such law was necessary,
and that the present Act, which was
the result of much care and delibera-
tion, would be found suflicient to meet
all demands after the amend-
ments whieh experience would sug-
gest were adopted. It was said that
fraud was practised, but was there a
law which was not sometimes broken ?
Wherever there was a law regulating
the distribution of estates, or the dis-
position of money, there would be
infractions of it, or fraud would be
practiced. Every possible provision
that human skill and ingenuity could
suggest was inserted in the Insolvent
Law. If a debtor was found guilty of
fraud, he was not permitted to have

his discharge, and he was likewise
liable to the severost kind of punish-
ment. Moreover, if the trader was
proved to have been improvident in
conducting his business, ho was iable
to be punished by his discharge being
refused. Certain expenses were un-
doubtly created in the operation of the
Act which ho thought could be avoided,
but no doubt the hon. the Minister of
Justice had had this objection under
consideration, and would introduce an
amendment to remedy it. He thought
that the time which intervened from
the convoking until the first meeting
of creditors was too long, and that the
fees of the assignees appointed by the
croditors might be more fairly disposed
of than at present. These, however,
were faults in the operation and proce-
dure under the Act. It was truc that
every man should be able to pay his
deb's in full, but so long as our com-
mercial system continued, so long as
we had credit-and ho did not see any
possible way of carrying on the busi-
ness of the country without credit-
there would be more or less failures.
Crises would occur in the commercial
history of a country, and it was impos-
sible to do without an Insolvent Law. It
was to be expected that fraud would
be practiced now and thon, but that
was no reason why the honest debtors
should not have an opportunity of re-
lieving thenselves from pressure in
regard to engagements which thev
were unable to meetwhich em barrassed
them and prevented them fron being
useful to their families and society at
large. The great objection to the old
law was that it allowed voluntary as-
signments to be inade. But that sys-
teui Was abolished by the passage
of the present Act, and the debtor,
however willing ho might be to
go into bankruptcy, could not take
the step unless the creditors put
him in. Whatever objection there
might be to the law, it must be admitted
that it afforded every possible oppor-
tunity to the creditors to dispose of
and administer the estate. Everyone
knew that the Act was passed in the
interest of the wholesale dealers. The
hon. member for Oxford said there was
too much canvassing for customers in
the country, but that was an cvil which
would bring about its own cure. When
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nerchants found it was not profitable
to force goods on country traders, they
would soon cease the practice.

Mr. WOOD rose to a point of order.
lie wished Mr. Speaker's decision on
rule 41, which provided that no rule
relating to or altering the laws con-
.cerning trade was to be brought into
the House until the matter had been
befbre the Committee of the Whole.

Mr. COLBY said be thought Mr.
Speaker would find numerous prece-
dents for a decision on that point.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the chair.

After Recess.
Mr. BLAIN asked for a ruling upon

the question of order raised before
recess.

Mr. SPEAiKER: I find it decided
by my predecessor, at least once-
and 1 think it was so ruled more than
-once, and I quite concur in his decision
on the matter-that this does not
affect trade in the sense of the rule of
the House, or of the ruling on which
the flouse of Commons of England
acts.

Mr. McDOUJGALL (Elgin) re-
sumed the debate, and said that the
Government had provided for the
appontment of an interim assignee, if
the croditors so chose, at their first
meeting ; and if this person was
allowed to become the assignee. of the
estate by virtue of no other nomina-
tion, then he proceeded to administer
the estate, but if any other assignee
was selected, then the interim assignee
w to be paid for his costs and trou-
ble, his fies being settled by the Court,
or judge, so that he could not chai-go
more than his services wore really
worth. Thon, if the interim assignee
administered the estate, the Act
settled his fes. It would be
recollected that the Act, before
it became law, was submitted to
the consideration of' a large Select
Committee, composod of members of
both sides of the House, men of large
experiene'e in commercial matters, and
Ieading inembers of the legal profes-
8ion. [Le believed that all braiches
of trade and avocations were repre.

Mr. McDouGALL.

sented on the Committee. The result
of their deliberations, as well as those
of the Government, was the arrange-
ment of the tariiffofcosts and the other
details of the Act. So also with re-
spect to the solicitors' fees; which
were subject to be taxod by the Judge
or Court, as in any other ordinarysuit,
lie consequently deemed it unadvisable
to repeal the Act*. It was admitted
that some law for distribution of debt-
ors' estates was necessary, and the
Act in question should be given a fair
trial. ie gathered from remarks
made that the objections to the law
were based on the operation of, and
procedure under, the Act, and not on
its principle. Moreover, at this par-
ticular juncture it was desirable that
there should be some such law in force
for the distribution of estates, by which
honest debtors might have the oppor-
tunity of surrendering what they pos-
sessed, and of receiving discharges,
which would enable them to con-
tinue in business if they could
obtain credit, and by which credi-
tors might have the opportunity
of distributing such effects among
themselves pro rata. These consider-
ations induced him to think it unad-
visable at this time to vote for the re-
peal of the law. He was not prepared
to say that it should be permanent, but.
at this juncture particularly, he consid-
ored it unwise to vote for its repeal.

Mr. BLAKE : Mr. Speaker, I
intimated that I boped it would be in
my power to present my propositions
concerning this law favourabiy before
the House by to-day, although I gave
no pledge. On Friday last I gave
notice of the proposal, and notice of
the Bill for to-day; and I should have
availed myself of it, if it were not for
the fact that, on the same evening, in-
timation was received by several of My
friends that it was desirable, befOre
bringing the Bill formally before the
House, to wait some time longer, as
the Montreal Board of Trado at that
moment was engaged in considering
several amendments to the Act, which
they earnestly desired should be pre-
sented for my consideration before the
Bill was brought down. In that rela-
tion, I desired to introduce a formal Bill,
containing a great number of amieid-
monts of detail, if information con fcrn-
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ing the views of these gentlemen, which
on such a subject are entitled to be
received with considerable weight, had
not reached me, and I consequently
thought it botter to wait until the
appeal was made to me by the hon.
muember for South Ontario, witb refor-
ence to what, after all,is the substantial
question under consideration in this
connection, as it, perhaps, would only
confuse the mind of the louse rather
than otherwise, if any great number of
smaller and subsidiary questions, al-
though they are of considerable im-
portance, tending to do something
towards the relief and the removal of
some of the difficulties under which
those labour who come under the
operation of the Act, whether debtors
or creditors, were submitted, and
as they are not of sufficient import-
ance to be presented as an alternative
proposal to that made by the hon.
member for Richelieu. Now, Sir,
before I proceed to state what that is
which the Government thinks an im-
portant amendment and one to be
considered by the House, as its alter-
native proposa, I desire to advert,
although very briefly, to some of the
views whieh bave been expressed
with regard to Insolvency Acts in
general, and the operation of this Act
in particular. The position of all
Governments on this question, as far
as I know, from the time when it first
came before the Legislature of old
Canada, and certainly since the Union,
has been rather questionable, until a
comparatively recent period, when the
Government of my hon. friend under-
took the amendment of the Insolvent
AIct. It was never promoted by the
Government at all; the fact is that

1eadg members on both sides of the
.ouse have entertained conflicting

views on the question of this law, and
that, whether for good or ill, it has
been one on whieh political lines have
nover been drawn, and on which.
d'visions of a party nature have never
laken place. Whether that was ad-
antageous or otherwise, whether it,as right or wrong, my hon. friendlrom Kingston, so long as ho ledthe Government of this country,lid flot attempt to undortake the man-

agement of this subject as a Govern-
n'ent natter, although I think I am

19

right in saying that ho always cast his
weight and influence, as a member of
this louse, in favour of the proposition
that thero should be an Insolvent Law.
Well, Sir, the House will recollect,
that for a considerable period, the
question whether there should be such
a law or not was one of great doubt,
so far as the question was to be
determined by the votes of the
members of the old House; and, at
one time, my hon. friend from
Stanstead was successful in obtaining
a majority in favour of the repeal of
the Act, but subsequent divisions were
conflicting and the feeling of the coun-
try, or at any rate of those who were
more actively or more largely engaged
in trade, seemed to have changed from
what it was formerly, and the general
opinion of the country seemed to bc
settled down in favour of the proposi-
tion that there should be an Insolvent
Act. That was the view which my
hon. friend who leads the Government
took on the question when ho came
into office, and before ho appealed to
the people ho indicated that the Gov-
ernment would make an effort to intro-
duce a law placing the provisions of
the Insolvent Law on a more satisfac-
tory footing. In conformity with that
pledge, a Bill was introduced during
the first Session of this Parlian ent, but
not pressed; during the second Session
a Bill was brought in by the late Min-
ister of Justice, and submitted to a very
large and influential Select Committee,
owing to the mode in which these bills
had always been treated, and cor-
rectly treated, thus differing from
the ordinary Governmental meas-
ures. It made very great progress,
and ultimately received the support of
a very large majority of this louse.
Its leading provisions-in fact, I think
all its provisions were exposed to the
hostile criticism, and the propositions
for its amendment were sustained, not
only from the leading benches on this
side but from the leading benches of
the other side of the House. It is said,
and I dare say with some degree of
correetness, that there Las been
evoked-by circumstances which I do
not think are altogether attributable
to the mere fact of an Insolvent Law
boing on the Statute-book, but rather to
the circumstances of the country,and,to
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a very great extent, the commercial dis-
tress, and to the very large extent in
which the Insolvent Law has been
used-to some degree, a change in
the public opinion on this subject. It
may be so, but it behoves us to con-
sider, before we take a stop so decided
as that for which the hon. member for
Richelieu proposes, to consider very
carefully and to determine whether it
would be not acting altogether too
hastily to reverse the deliberate judg-
ment of Parliament on the general
question of the law and its details before
the law has really had time to be
understood and carefully worked out,
and before the difficulties which neces-
sarily accompany the operation of the
provisions of such a measure have had
time to disappear, and to propose other
amendments before they are removed.
There are several grievances which are
alleged, and I think that all of them
may not be unfairly summarized by the
remark made by an old member of this
House, whose speech on the subject we
all recollect when he said that no
Insolvent Law would be entirely satis-
factory, except one, providing for the
payment in full of all creditors, and for
the discharge in full of all debtors. I
believe that no law will be entirely
satisfactory that does not produce such
result, and that such a law is attogether
impossible. I conceive that perhaps no
Insolvent Law will be entirely satisfac-
tory. Now, Sir, the grievances which
are complained of, as arising from this
measure, are, as I understand them-
in the first place, that there are fraudu-
lent insolvencies, that there are cases
in which men go into insolvency hav-
ing made arrangements for the secre-
tion of assets, and with the view of
obtaining discharges by which credi-
tors shall be cheated, and by which
they themselves shall be practically
enriched; and that there is a low state
of commercial morality prevalent,
under which it is not reckoned a dis-
grace or a stain, more or less, on a
ian's commercial credit, that ho
should have been obliged to go into
insolvency; but these are difficulties
which would exist independent of the
natural operation of the Act. Then
it is said that great difficulties
are exporienced with assignees, great
diffleultie3 with inspectors, and great

Mr. BLAKE.

difficulties with lawyers; that the
result is that estates are administered
in a very expensive manner; that
they are administered negligently:
that the assignees and lawyers get the
bulk of the estate, and that but a verv
small part indeed of that which existeic
at the time of going into insolvency is
loft. And, lastly, it is statosi that
discharges are obtained altogether too
easily; that almost everybody obtains
discharge and relief; and that there
are many cases in which a discharge
ought not to be obtained. Now, Sir,
there will always be fraudulent
debtors; whether you have an Insol-
vent Law or not, yon will have devices
by fraudulent debtors to secrete their
property; such devices existed before
an Insolvent Law existed in England ;
they have existed ever since in cases
beyond the operation of such a mea-
sure, and they existed-and that to a
scandalous extent-in the Province of
Ontario before there was an Insolvent
Law, and in connection with cases to
which this law does not at all apply.
As everybody knows, there have
been many, many cases, in which
debtors have secreted their property,
in order to obtain fraudulent settie-
ments, &c., and cheat their creditors,
entire[y irrespective of the question of
an Insolvent Act. As to the question
of a low standard of commercial
morality, under which it is not thouglit
a disgrace to make a failure, and evenî
a bad failut e, I admit that this is a very
seriously difficulty; I think that it is a
matter to be deeply regretted, that
there should not be a botter toue of
commercial feeling in that respect
throughout the country. I think it
deeply to be regretted that men should
not feel it a disgrace to fail, or to bo
obliged to allow themselves to be put
into insolvency-a disgrace only to be
palliated or wiped out by the clearest
and most satisfactory explanationl,
showing that there bas not been gross
negligence or fraud to produce such
distressing results. I do not mealn
simply the result of going into such
insolvency, but the result of going into
that condition with such a dividend
and retura to the creditors as
ordinarily happons in the case of
insolvencies in this country, of late
years. With reference to the questioln
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of assignees, of lawyers, and of fraudu-
lent debtors, I must say that on this
point I know no particulars in which
the present law -can be substantially
amended. I do not say that there are
not some amendments, of more or less
importance, which I may be called
upon to propose if the law is to re-
main on the Statute-book, but I do
sav that the law substantially does
give to creditors the very greatest
possible facility for the discovery of
fraud by debtors, for the punish-
ment of frauds by debtors, and for
their punishment, not merely by the
refusal of discharge, but by the opera-
tion, I will not say of too severe, but
of a sufficiently stringent criminal law,
if only it were invoked. Three years
in the Penitentiary is a tolerably severe
punishment, and that punishment the
law, which is now under your con-
sideration, awards for cases of fraud
against creditors by an insolvent
debtor. So xwith reference to as-
signees, every precaution bas been
taken to place them under the control
of creditors; to make them their
servants, their agents, and their em-
ployés; to prescribe their duties; to
arrange their mode of discharging
their functions in such fashion as the
creditors shall elect, and to bring them
in a summary manner before the judge,
in case of any default of theirs ; and
the machinery by which the power,
whieh would otherwise perhaps not be
used by the creditors, being so diffuse
as not to be practically taken advantagei
of, is given by the appointment of
mnspectors by the creditors. There
Inay be appointed one or more in-
spectors, under whose operation the
assignee is to act, one or more being
chosen from their own number, but
generai]y one is appointed, a creditor
himself, who represents the creditors,in order to control the assignee with
reference to the punishment of the
fraudulent debtor, to the prevention ofbis discharge; and, with regard to thecontrol of the conduct of the assignee,and the control of the expenses of the
admistration of estates, it seers to me,
that if creditors only chose to availthesmselves of the powers which.this law gives to them, for theseadlatters are as much in their handsand under thijr control as in the nature
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of such things are possible. If any
point, in which that does not exist can be
shown, and if a practical difficulty of
that kind, capable of being remedied
by legislation, can be brought forward,
I am sure that the House will be dis-
posed to consider carefully any such
suggestion, and to adopt the required
legislation; and, although, as i have
said, I shall propose some minor
amendments more or less bearing on
the question, I say, speaking in a gen-
eral sense, regarding the matter to
which I have referred, that the law
if only the law were used by those
for whom it is provided, is substan-
stantially satisfactory. But, Sir, I have
always been of opinion that an Insol-
vent Law which did not make more
stringent provision than this one,
with reference to the discharge of
debtors, was a defective Insolvent
Law. Those who have taken the
trouble to listen to the words which
I have addressed to this House on
former occasions on this subject,
will recollect that the general principles
which I ventured to lay down to the
House, as in my opinion the sound one,
was this,-the principle, I know, is
not extremely popular, but I believe
that it is sound, though I do not intend
to propose anything but a modification
of it to the consideration of the Cham-
ber,-that it is the duty of the debtor
to keep himself informed of the state
of his affairs; that the trader debtor
ought, to know how his business is
going on, and to charge hinself with
that knowledge as a duty, and that he
ought the moment he is unable to pay
twenty shillings in the pound, to put
his estate in such a position that the
moment it bas ceased in ail due equity
to be his, and belongs to bis creditors,
it shall be administered equally and
justly between them. That, Sir, is my
opinion. I think that, the instant a
debtor is unable to pay twenty shillings
in the pound, that instant his whole and
sole care ought to be to see that his
estate should go for the benefit of bis
creditors equally and justly. It may
be that the best mode of accomplishin-
that result is possession; it may be
that the best mode of accomplishing it
is to seli the estate for the benefit 'of
those whom it may concern; it may
bo that the only mode is to wind it
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up ; but, whichever way it is accom-
plished, that way ought to be the one
which will realize the most for the
creditors. If the estate is not in a
position to pay twenty shillings in the
pound, the debtor's care should be to
pay the nineteen or eighteen shillings,
or whatever it is, which romains, which
should go to his creditors equally. In
that view, it appears to me that we
ought to give the debtor that oppor-
tunity, that we ought to couple that
opportunity given to him with stringent
conditions which should govern bis
discharge, so that if ho too long fore-
bore to hand over to the creditors bis
property, so that a more nothing re-
mained, then he should be punished
for that by not getting his dischargo.
I do not intend to make any such pro-
posal to this House, because I am
aware the sense of the House was, and
1 suppose continues to be, decidedly
adverse to it. But I intend to propose
such a modification as, preserving the
principle which has been conse-
crated in this character by very
large majorities, viz., that it is
for the creditors, and the creditors alone,
to throw a debtor into in solvency,would
prevent bis obtaining bis discharge ex-
cept upon more stringent conditions
than those which now obtain. It will
bo remembered there was considerable
discussion upon this subject during tho
passage of the present Act through the
House, and the 58th clause was inserted
after much debate in Committee-I am
not sure whether there was any actual
amendment proposed in the flouse, but
that clause was adopted after much
consideration in the very large Com-
mittee. That 58th clause is as follows:-

"Wherever it appears that the estate or
the insolvent bas not paid or is not likely
to realize for the creditors a dividend of
thirty-three cents on the dollar on the unse-
cured claims, and suflicient account is not
given for the deficiency, the court or judge
may, in its or his discretion, suspend or re-
fuse altogether the discharge of the insol-
vent "

The louse will observe: first, that
the dividend is fixed at 33 cents;
second, that there is a loose provision
about a satisfactory account not being
given of the deficiency ; and third,
that the action of the Judge is
discretionary. The practical result of
this clause bas been, so far as I have

Mr. BLAKE.

been able to inform myself, nugatory.
I do not understand that, in the great
majority of cases in which creditors
have objected to a discharge-and then
alone does this become material,-there
bas been anything approaching to a 33
cents dividend. I am net of opinion,
so far as my information goes, that
there bas been a satisfactory account
of the deficiency given in such cases, in
the sense in which I understand the
Legislature to have intended, viz.,
somne reasonable account as to how it
occurred that the estate came to pay
less than 33 cents on the dollar, and as
to why it was that the business was
net so adjusted as to pay that much
when the trader did fail. Lastly, I
believe that the diseretionary power
given to the Judge bas been exercised
in a compassionate spirit towards the
debtor which makes the law practically
nugatory, so that it might as
well be out of the Statute as in it.
Before I state to the flouse the clauses
I intend to propose, I wish to call
attention to the difficulty which some
of us felt with regard to this proposal
of dividend and other provisions
when the subject was before the House
the Session before last. We had an
Act which contained no provision to
allow the debtor to go into insolvency,
no provision to allow a debtor to notify
his creditors in some such form that, if
they did not choose to take advantage
of the notification, lie should be relieved
of the consequences of his estate wast-
ing after that time and thus becoming
unable to pay a legitimate dividend.
In such an Act I was then, as I am
to-day, opposed to a stringent provision
with regard to the amount of dividend,
because, unless some such saving clause
were inserted for the debtor, unless
there were something which will point
out bis duty aid provide some means
of calling the attention of the creditors
to the fact that he is insolvent, it does
seem to me unjust that you should saY
to him: " You may tell your creditors
you are insolvent, and call on them te
put you in insolvency ; they naY
decline, against your wili, to take that
step. Your estate may be eaten up by
one or two creditors, by the actions or
judgments ; perhaps, from 60 or 10
cents on the dollar to 15 or 20 cents;
they may, after a lapse of time, put
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you into insolvency, and although
the fact that your estate does not pay
a substantial dividend is not due to
your delay or default, but -o the inac-
tion of your creditors who can alone
put you in insolvency, we will require
you to pay a special dividend as the
price of getting your discharge."
That did seem, and now seems to me,
to be unjust, but I believe we have
found, and I hope the House will agree
with me, an alternative proposition,
which, while preserving the great
principle to which I have referred,-
th at the creditors alone shall determine
whether the creditor shall go into in-
solvency-will secure more stringent
conditions of discharge, and yet not do
injustice to debtors. I may remind
the House of the provisions of the
English Bankruptcy Act. They pro-
vide that a discharge shall not be
granted unless a dividend of 50 cents
on the dollar is paid, or unless it is
proved to the satisfaction of the Judge
that the creditors have passed a resolu-
tion that the failure to pay the
dividend of 50 cents is due to causes
for which the debtor is not justly
responsible. I will now read to the
House the clause which it would be
my desire to sec inserted in the Insol-
vent Act in this particular. It is as
follows :.

"The Judge shall not grant any discharge
under any of the provisions of the Insolvent
Aet of 1875, hereafter called the principal
Act unless it be proved that one of the fol.
1owing conditions has been fulfilled, that is
to say:

"(1.) That a dividend of not less than
fifty cents in the dollar on the unsecured
claims has been or will be paid out of the
insolvent's property."

I desire the IIouse to observe that
with the exception of the 58th section,
Which I propose to repeal, I do not
take away any of the securities and
restrictions which at present surround
the ground for the discharge.
Tis is a supplementary restric-
tion and an alternative one -
the Judge will not have the power to
grant a discharge unless some of
four conditions be proved tohave been fulfilled. The first
condition, as I have stated, is that a
dividend Of 50 cents on the dollar has

een, or will be paid. The second is:-

" (2.) Or that such a dividend night have
been paid but for the negligence or fraud ot
the assignee or inspector."

It would be obviously improper not to
give a discharge if the assignee, who is
the creditors' servant, or the inspector,
who is their agent, were proved before
the Judge to have been the cause of the
delault. In that case, the creditors,
having the Judge's judgment that
these officers have caused the default,
will have their remedy against the
assignee or inspector for the amount
which the Judge had declared to have
been wasted. The third condition is
the one foreshadowed in my obser-
vations with respect to the relative
rights and duties of the embarrassed
debtor and his creditors, and is as
follows:-

"(3.) Or that the insolvent had on some
one day prior to the institution of the pro-
ceedings in insolvency mailed, prepared and
registered, to the address of each of his credi-
tors, so far as known to him, a declaration
acknowledging his insolvency, and that no
proceedings in insolvency had been instituted
against the insolvent for more than one
month after the mailing of such notices, and
that such a dividend would have been paid
but for circumstances for which the insol-
vent cannot justly be held responsible, aris-
ing more than one month after the mailing
of such notices."

This gives the insolvent the power,
and in a sense imposes on him the duty,
when he finds himself to be insolvent,
of mailing notices to his creditors
acknowledging his insolvency. If,
after receiving that notice, proceedings
are not instituted by the creditors
within one month, the other provisions
apply and this provision is not appli-
cable. As the debtor has no right to
go into insolvency, that being a power
which will remain as now entirely
with the creditors, if the creditors do
not choose after one month's full and
fair notice of his inability to meet his
liabilities, and if he proves before a
Judge that the delay of more than one
month has caused the deficiency in the
amount of dividend, thon the Judge
shall have the power to grant a dis-
charge, not holding the debtor respon-
sible for the actions of the creditors or
other circumstances beyond his control
arising, more than one month after
notice was given to the creditors. The
last clause is to this effect:
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" Or that the insolvent has obtained
assent to his discharge or to the proposed
composition and discharge, in accordance
with the 52nd section of the existing Act,
which allows a majority in number, com-
prising three-fourths, in value, of the credi-
tors to sign a written assent to a discharge."

That point there is no difficulty
about. 1t allows a majority in num-
ber and three-fourths in value of the
creditors to sign a written assent to
the discharge, and, if that is signed,
subject, of course, to ail the provisions
as to fraudulent obtainment by the
personification of creditors or other-
wise, I am sure the House will agree
with me that a recalcitrant majority
of one-fourth in amount and
a minority in number ought not to
prevent the discharge being granted.
These, thon, are the four conditions,
I think, we may fairly expect, if the
House will favourably receive this pro-
position, that the debtors will, as I
have always urged, feel that it is their
interest as well as their duty, when
they becoie unable to meet their
liabilities to see their creditors, to dis-
close their position and place their cred-
di tors in such a position that they may,
without any difficulty, avail themselves
of the benefit of the Insolvent Act.
It will certainly bu their interest
moie than it has ever been before, bu
cause, as we know, under the present
system fifty cents is not paid. A
very small dividend is paid. The
practical result is--although I quite
admit that assets may be badly
handled, and there may bu very con-
siderable losses in the winding up
-that men's difficulties are not now
disclosed to their creditors until a
period long subsequent to that at
which they ought to bu disclosed.
This is the real difficulty. Men go on,
through carelessness or ignorance,
hoping against hope, contracting new
liabilities, piling up the old ones, get-
ting through their credits as long as
they can, bad debts growing worse,
and old stocks growing older, their
difficulties accumulating ; and then
they go into insolvency without any-
thing practical being accomplished
except that the insolvent gets his dis-
charge, when really there is nothing
left to the creditors. In reference to
some of the observations made, I be-
lieve the results, so disastrous as to

Mr. BLAKE.

windings up, are more apparent than
real. You find that a man gives his
book debts when bu makes a state-
ment, and we all know he makes his
books appear a great deal more favour-
able than they really are. He values
his stock at a great deal more than it
is worth. An apparent balance is
produced, which, under the most care-
ful management, if taken into the
creditors' own hands, would never be
actually produced. The real condition
of the estate is almost always worse
than the exhibit discloses. But, if a
debtor knows that the actual test of
results is to bu complied with, if he is
aware that in order to obtain his dis-
charge bu must be able to pay fifty
cents on the dollar, then that delusive
hope which he hugs to his breast,
while he knows the assets to bu false.
will disappear, because ho will not dare
to run the risk of being stripped of his
property. Such, I hope,will bu the work-
ing of the proposed amendments, if
they commend themselves to the fa-
vourable consideration of the House.
It is perfectly clear that ail the secu-
rities which creditors now have against
fraud will practically remain in the
subsidiary provision, which prohibits
the action of the Judge in a case which
does not fall within the four conditions
to which I have called the attention of
the House. I deem it my duty to ad-
vert to just one point which I should
have been glad if I had been able to
to propose this Session, it being some-
thing which I think would bu an im-
portant further amelioration of this
law. I believe that in some instances
considerable difficulties are croated by
the persistency of a particulai creditor
against sanctioning any arrangements
contrary to the express will of the ma-
jority of the creditors, both in number
and in value, before insolvency. MY
attention has been callod to the expedi-
ency of making provision by which a
proper majority of creditors, in numl-
ber and value, should, even before in-
solvency, bu enabled to settle a compor
sition which would bu binding on the
minority. I have prepared clauses
with that view, but I find it impossible
to adapt them to the Act without, iin
effect, recasting it. They require, in

order to secure their proper execution, a
very considerable degree of elaboration
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in detail as to claims and to various
topics with which I do not care to
worry the House, and I find it impos-
sible, with due regard to what I owe
to the House, to bring down a measure
which I should wish to be responsible
for in that particular. But I think the
subject eminently deserving of the
attention of those members of the
House w'ho pay particular regard to
this branch of the law; and I shall
be able, if the law be preserved, to
introduce such an amelioration at an
carly day. I may submit for the con-
sideration of the House, and more par-
ticularly of those who are disposed to
oppose the Insolvent Law, whether the
present is an opportune time for
repealing it? I have heard many
gentlemen say that the law ought not
to be a permanent one on the Statute-
book, but that it ought from time to
time to be placed on the Statute-book
when necessity arose. I do not myself
eoncur in that view. I believe
we ought, if the law be a good
one at ail, to have it work-
ng in good times as well as
1in bad times. But to those who talk of
a temaporary Insolvent Law, as suitable
to a time of commercial stringency, I
beg respectfully to represent that this
is a time of commercial stringency.
So it is not, from their point of view, a
time fit to remove the operation of the
Insolvent Law. I think, if it were now
removed from the Statute-book, it
would open a very great number of
sores which are now closed lately, and
would open up also a great number of
evils which will not exist under the
Operation of the law, at any rate as I
propose to amend it. But no law of
this description will ever work effee-
tually uniess the creditors are prepared
'tively to supervise it3 workings. If
they ehoose to say: " We are throwing
avay good money after bad money,and we will let the assignee and lawyer
Work their sweet will and pleasure on
the assets, and we will take the few
cents which come to us and will not try
to makepit more," of course the law wiIl
not work wei. But, if the creditors
Make it their business to watch the as-sets, if they properly employ the powergiven them over the assignee, if they
Properly utilize the power to appoint
an spector, if the Inspector makes it

bis duty to inspect, to counsel and to
advise, thon I believe the country will
gain far more on the whole under the
operation of this law than it would
gain by the repeal altogether, and the
substitution of the old systom of
" grab," to use a vulgarism, which
existed before we had such a
law. Therefore, speaking my own
sentiments, which, as the House
knows, have always been in favour of
somo Insolvent Law, I would suggest
to the House that no circumstances
have occurred to really alter that
decided opinion which was expressed
not a long time ago in favour of the
introduction of an Insolvent Law, and
particularly in favour of the passing of
this Act. And I suggest whether the
evils complainéd of cannot be ame-
liorated by legislation, because they
wili exist anyway, and by the amend-
ments I propose to introduce, whether
creditors will not receive botter divi-
dends than they have had heretofore.
I must say that I deem it my duty to
support the amendment of my hon.
friend fromHamilton.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) said
he had no hesitation in saying that the
amendments proposed by the Minister
of Justice would tend materially to
improve the Insolvent Law, and to
make it alike beneficial to the debtor
and creditor. The law of 1868, to
which the Minister of Justice had re-
ferred, gave a debtor his discharge
after the payment of 33½ per cent.-
the discharge, however, being in the
discretion of the Judge. The result
had been that, ut a meeting of creditors
in a county town, all the creditors
not being present, instead of having to
pay 33 cents, the debtor received his
discharge from the Judge on payment
of 10 cents on the dollar, thus causing
immense demoralization throughout
the country. He regretted that he had
not heard all the remarks of the hon.
member for Richelieu, because ho could
scarcely conceive that the hon. mem-
ber had purposed pressing bis motion
to a division. But ho gathered from
his remarks that the hon. member vir-
tually said that the Insolvent Law had
made traders dishonest. He referred
to the period of by-gone honesty and
golden days when all men were honest,
before this Insolvent Law came into
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operation. But he (Mr. Macdonald)
ventured to say that, for every debtor
who now absconded to the United
States, ten absconded then ; because
now they had the hope of settlement,
while thon they had no hope. He under-
stood the hon. gentleman to refer to
official assignees getting the cream of
the estates and to friends of the debtor
entering into collusion and thereby
obtaining the whole of the estate in
their own hands, and to the fact that
the great bulk of the estate only paid
22½ cents on the dollar. He would
ask the hon. gentleman and every
member ofhe HIlouse if these facts,
if they wore all truc, resulted from the
Insolvency Law. He claimed that they
did not. And ho would ask the hon.
gentleman whether these men who
paid 22- cents on the dollar under the
Insolvency Law would have paid more
with no Insolvency Law.

Mr. BARTHE : They would pay in
full.

Mr. MACDONALD said no law
passed by the House could prevent any
dishonest man from evading it. A man
thoroughly dishonest would find some
means by which to defraud his credi-
tors. He was at a loss to understand
for whom the hon. gentleman sought
to repeal the law. It could not be for
those who had paid 22, cents on the
dollar, because they had compromised
already. It could not be for the
honest traders, because their condition
would be immensely worse without
the law than with it. It could not
be for the lawyers, because they
claimed that they were most prosper-
ous when the country was most pros-
perous. It could not be for the whole-
sale merchants, because it would ruin
thom. And ho must take it for
granted that the motion was made on
behalf of those who thonght 22½ cents
in the dollar too much, and that they
could make a botter settlement for
themselves when the law was repealed.
He observed this faulty feature in the
hon. gentleman's remarks: It was
proposed to repeal the law, but what
was proposed to put in its place? Dîd
the bon. gentleman wish them to go
back to the law of preference when
everyone caused a confession of judg-
ment and obtained an advantago over

Mr. MACDONALD.

his neighbour, thus causing universal
distrust throughout the whole country?
Whether the hon. gentleman intended
that or not, ho (Mr. Macdonald) con-
tended that it would be the result of
the repealing of the law. He did not
claim that the law was perfect; ho did
not claim that there might not be a
law that would give the creditor more
speedy access to the assets, and the in-
solvent more speedy distribution, and
a more equitable distribution both to
the debtor and croditor. But, if the
law was faulty, let them botter it; if it
was wrong, let them amend it. Under
all circumstances let them keep the
law on the Statute-book until there was
something botter in its place. If mer-
chants would but take the trouble to
attend the meetings of creditors and
act under the law; if a few bealthv
examples were made of fraudulent
tradesmen throughout the country, a
decided improvement would be noticed
amongst that class. His hon. friend
the member for Ottawa had said there
were men in the Penitentiary worse
than the men on the Ministerial side ot
the House.

Mr. CURRIER: The hon. gentle.
man is mistaken. What I said was
that if the hon. gentlemen on the other
side were half as bad as they were re-
presented to be by gentlemen on this
side of the House they would have been
in the Penitentiary.

Mr. MACDONALD said he begged
the hon. gentleman's pardon. If there
were men in the Penitentiary who,
perhaps under the influence of hunger,
had unhappily committed a crime,
how much botter were the men who,
deliberately and coolly, when they
could pay 100 cents on the dollar, plan-
ned how they need only pay 25 cents
on the dollar, so that they could put
the rest in their pockets ? The clause
as to the 50 cents would prove benefi-
cial as to the working of the Act. Le'3t
it be borne in mind it was a very dif-
feront thing to have an estate merelY
showing 50 cents on the dollar and one
yielding 50 cents on the dollar. And,
if a debtor was to pay 50 cents on the
dollar, ho would consider whether ho
had not botter work the whole pro-
blem out and pay 100 cents on the dollar;
Had the hon. gentleman any idea oX
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the amount wholesale mon had invest-
ed in this country ?-it could not amount
to less than $90,000,000. But this
would be jeopardised if a measure such
as that proposed were passed which
would cause derangement and distrust.

Mr. WORKMAN said ho had lis-
tened with pleasure and gratification
tothe lucid explanations of the Minis-
ter of Justice and the amendments be
proposed making to the present Insol-
vent Act. It was a time when strin-
gent amendments should bo added,
because ho was convinced the Act had
become in its working very unpopu-
lar. When the Act first came into
force, it was looked upon as a groat
boon by the commercial community of
Montreal at least. There it was rro-
bably botter understood and worked
than in any other part of the Dominion.
For one or two years very fair results
were obtained from an insolvent estate ;
indeed he was so much satisfied with
the working of the Act that he
opposed its repeal on the floor of the
House, and frequently spoke in favour
of it. But now, had ho not heard the
amendments proposed by the hon.
Minister of Justice, ho would have
been compelled, owing to recent ex-
perience, to have voted for the Bill of
the hon. member for Richelieu. Ho
was quite willing to give the law a
fair trial of another year at
least ; it would be much to bo
regretted if it should be wiped
off the Statute-book at present.
He would give an instance of the con-
dition of things in Ontario prior to the
passage of this Act, when the old
systemu of preferential assignments
was in force. A large ironfounder
at Toronto failed. The debtor selected
a certain banker and his own father-in-
law and made them preforential
creditors of his estate. Afte- they
were paid in fuil, the balance was di-
vided among the other croditors. The
estate was carried on under an assigneeor agent for ton years before being
wVound up. It was originally worth$75,000 in genuine assets. The banker
and father-in-law were paid in full, and
the other creditors did not get a dollar.Re would regret exceedingly if they
were thrown back on such a system asthat. The discharge he considered ono
of the weak points of the law. A

majority, or three-fourths of the credi-
tors, could give a discharge to the bank-
rupt, no matter how bis business might
have been carried on. True, the law
was not supposed to allow that, but it
was within his own knowledge that
disbonest debtors got favourable settle-
monts, and procured their discharges,
because tbey produced documents sign-
od by threc-fourths of the creditors, a
number of which were obtained under
false representations and statements.
It was this state of things which
had disgusted the merchants with
the working of the Act, and ho
hoped tho clause to be introduced to
correct this evil would be of the most
stringent character. He doubted very
much the policy or even the necessity
of conferring upon the majority of the
creditors the power to compel the
minority to accept a settlement of less
than 100 cents on the dollar. He had
attended a great many meetings of
creditors previous to the introduction
of this Act, and never knew an
instance, when an honest, straightfor-
ward statement was made, where the
debtor was not granted a liberal dis-
charge. Small dividends were fre-
quently accepted from an honest man
who made a struggle to pull through,
and ho had often known resolutions of
sympathy to be passed. But the
system under the working of the
Act for the last two years vas a
legalized conspiracy to rob the honest
creditors. Assignees and debtors had
become so well posted that they knew
exactly what to do and how to do it;
and often the assignee became a parti-
san of the debtor-he sold himself to
the debtor and entered into a con-
spiracy to defrand the creditor, He
knew that remark would not apply to
a great many of the assignees in and
around the city which ho had tho
honour to represent, for many of them
were of the highest integrity and
principle, but it would apply to
a great number of assignees in
the rural and country districts.
In those districts they were friends
and relations of the debto- s, and they
had no compunction in entering into
arrangement against the rich mer-
chants of Montreal, Toronto, and
Hamilton, and securing a settlement at
10 cents, 20 cents, and 30 cents on the:
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dollar. Those wero some ofthe reasons
why the Act had been so unpopular
of late. le knew, however, that
where the Act had been given fair play,
very beneficial and favourable results
had been deriveci from insolvent estates.
In the city of Quebec, a man of wealth
and a large amount of property, enter-
ed into a conspiracy to deliberately
rob his creditors. The creditors got
information of the scheme, and were
able, under the Act, to have their man
tried in Court, and he was now in
jail suffering the penalty justly due to
him. But, where there was one dis-
honest debtor punished, a hundred
escaped; and in all his experience he
had only known of two or three men
being sent to jail. The Judge, as a
rule, sympathized with the debtor, who
was often a friend or an acquaintance.
This question was one of great impor-
tance, and deserved the most carefal
consideration of the House. le was
present at the meeting of the Montreal
Board of Trade, to which allusion had
been made, and it vas at his request
that an expression of opinion was given
on the subject. While some of the
iembers were violently opposed to

the working of the Act, a large major-
ity of those present were in f'avour of
its continuance with certain improve-
ments. A Committee vas appointed
to inquire into the subject and to pre-
pare ;a report, which would be submit-
ted to the hon. the Minister of Justice.
The gentlemen on that Committee had
given the subject a great deal of study
and attention. One or two were ori-
ginally opposed to the Act, but since
they were placed on the Committee
they lad come to the conclusion that
it would be wise to continue it. For
the reasons he had stated and many
others, he should vote against the Bill
of the Ion. member for Richelieu.

Mr. PALMER said he wanted hon.
members distinctly to understand that,
if they voted for the resolution of the
hon. member for Hamilton, the law
would romain on the Statute-book for
one year more, and could not even be
debated again this Session. le felt
under great obligations to the hon.
the Minister of Justice for the way in
which he had treated this matter. He
thanked the • hon. gentleman for so
fully indicating the amendments he

Mr. WORKMAN.

proposed to the Bill. le thanked the
lion. gentleman for another thing-
that the Act was a curse to the
country, and in his (Mr. Palmer's)
opinion would always be a cirse to the
country. What was proposed to be
done with the Act? He understood
the hon. the Minister of Justice to say
that the amendments ought not to
stand in the way of the considera-
tion of the question of repeal
or not. The hon. gentleman was quite
right in that, and, while he (Mr.
Palmer) was inclined to differ with
him, there was no doubt the countrv
owed him a debt of gratitude for his
endeavours to make the law perfect.
The first amendment proposed was
that the debtor should not be dis-
charged unless the estate paid 50 cents
on the dollar, or unless it was the fault
of the assignee or inspector that the
estate would not pay that amount.
That vas no great improvement in
view of the time required to
wind up the estate, and he
would tell his hon. friend that
the law was bad from foundation
to top. No good had ever proceeded
from it, and lie did not think that
any little cheese-paring amendrents
would effect any good. It was claimed
that the law was prepared with great
care and that every device for the protec-
tion of creditors that human ingenuity
could suggest, was inserted. There was
no denying, however, that the Aet had
not worked well, and that it was not
likely to operate better in the future
than it had done in the past. An hon.
gentleman pleaded for more experience
of the Act before talking of repealinfg
it, but how much more time was
required ? Surely, eight years was
enough experience of the working of a
bad Act, and he hoped they would not
have mach more experience to suffer
before the law was got rid of. Some
of his hon. friends opposite had argued
the matter on a wrong basis. they
assumed that because a man had no
property he had no ability to pay hi
debts. That was scarcely correct. A
man had a certain amount of personal
power, the destruction of which took
away a great portion of the energy ad
power within him. The denial ohat
principle was one of the radical wrong
in the Act. But it was urgod a dreadfal
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alamîity wou!d happen to the country
:t the law were repealed; the whole-
sale dealers would have to shut
up. Well, he thought the country
vould get along just as well if

those dealers were shut up. His hon.
friend from Montreal West said the
as-signees were honest in his neighbour-
hood, but that those in the rural dis-
tricts connived at fraud. He would ask
that hon. gentleman if he or some of
his friends had never received a note en-
dorsed by some honest farmer, who
was rather rural when he attached bis
signature thereto, and if he had ever
let the man off. The wholesale mer-
(hants sent commercial travellers who
were known as bummers around the
country, to force trade on the inhabi-
:na#s of the rural districts, and it was
not to be wondered at that insolvency
was often the result. The law was ex-
elusively in the interest of the whole-
sale people and the farmers obtained no
benefit from it. H1e thought the less
these bummers went round the rural
districts the better it would be for the
1farmers. The belief of the men in the
rural districts had been that it was a
piece of dishonesty, a crime, a sin for a
nan not topay his debts. The new way
was to pay the debt through the In-
slvent Court; at least, that was what
the big bugs did. H1e knew villages
where men would scorn to owe any-
thing, and think it a crime if they did
Uot puy their debts, but the present
law had made many a dishonest man.
Some bon. gentlemen spoke as if all the
rogues in the country were lawyers-

MXr. BLAKE: No, as if all the law-
yers in the country were rogues.

Mr. PALMER: I was going to say-
and ývice versa. He wondered if many
Of the assignees were lawyers. In St.
,.ohn they had a gentleman for as-,,gnee who was a lawyeri appointed
ly the present Government, but they
cfould flot have made a better selection,
as far as he knew, in the Province of

ew Brunswick. He was a highly
honourable man and it was no fault of
his that the law had not worked well.The Minister of Justice said it was the
faiult of the creditors because they did
not look after the matter. Let then take
lhe case of a creditor for $200-a very
serious natter for him-the man who

went into insolvency might be 100
miles away ; the creditor had to sup-
port bis family, and yet he was com-
pelled to go and look after this debt
from time to time, and ho might spend
more than the $200 in doing it.
Surely, they would not have done
more under the old law than they did
under the present. lis hon. friend
from MontrealWest was in favour of
the amendment. Now, by getting a
majority, they could override the
honest man.

Mr. WORKMAN: You have to pay
50 cents now, formerly only 10 cents
on a dollar.

Mr. PALMER: You do not under-
stand. These are the people who do
not pay a single cent.

Mr. BLAKE: If the majority of a
man's creditors in number and three-
fourths in value agree, not only to a
composition, but to a discharge, the
Judge bas power to discharge him
although the compromise to which
they have assented is less than 50
cents.

Mr. PALMER said that was really
the worst feature of the Bill, and yet
the hon. member from Montreal West
was perfectly electrified with the pro-
posed amendment. He had stated
that the Bill was unpopular among bis
constituents. H1e (Mr. Palmer) sup-
posed the fact was that all the hon.
gentleman's constituents were not
wholesale dealers. If he made then
all wholesale dealers ho would get
their vote notwithstanding bis course
on the Insolvent question. FIe hoped
he would see that the best thing was
to do away with this law, which had
not done any good, and to which bis
constituency was so much opposed. As
to the lawyers, he held that they were
not as a class more disposed to make
litigation or trouble than other people.
The number of lawyers in the House,
as compared with the number of law-
yers in the country, showed that the
people generally had confidence in
them as a class. He could tell them
why the expenses were so much. The
moment the estate passed out of the
hands of the man whose interest it was
to pay, it did not matter to him how
much the estate paid, and the result
was that every one who had a fictitious
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claim of any kind to which he could
stretch bis conscience to swear,
trumped up that claim against the
estate. The result of all this was a
number of lawsuits, and they could
not expect lawyers to work profession-
ally without being paid. The result was
that a great sea of law was caused
by the transfer of the estate. It was
all the creature of the Insolvent Act,
and the result was that the expense
was piled up and had, in numberless
cases, taken fully half the estate. If he
thought that the Act could be worked
better, ho would be willing to let the
country suffer a little longer, but he
did not think any harm would come
from the repeal of the Act. It was
said that it was hard for an honest
debtor not to be able to discharge bis
debts and begin the world again, if he
had met with misfortune. The bon.
member for Montreal West had stated
that he knew no case in which, if an
honest man could fairlv show that he
could not pay, his creditors would not
sign off bis discharge. The result of
that was to prevent all this sea of law
and to enable the creditor to deal with
the man himself. He would like to
know where was the merchant who
would undertake the odium and trouble
that would necessarily be involved in
prosecuting a dishonest debtor. There
was not one man in a hundred in trade
who would face the odium of such a
prosecution. All these people had a
great circle of friends and a man did
not desire to stir up a hornet's nest
about bis cars. H1e supposed that, if
there were any money in this law for
the lawyers, he would get it as well as
anybody else, but he scouted the idea
that anyone in his profession ever
took money from a man without
rendering him an equivalent service. If
lie thought the contrary, lie would
at once withdraw from his profession.
If any bon. gentleman were to be
falsely accused, and were to be tried
for his life, be would place bis case
in the hands of some trusted lawyer.
The matter presented another difficulty.
If it was right to have such a law for
the trader, why should it not be ex-
tended to other classes, and particu-
larly to the farmer. It was said that
there were reverses and uncertainty in
trade in excuse of the poliey adopted,

Mr. PALMER.

but he held that the farmer was
equally open to the loss of money fron
no fault of bis own. The agricultural.
ist might sow, but it depended upon
Providence whether lie should reap; h.
might sell, and the inerchant to whonm
he sold might fail. The Act should
be abolished altogether. It encourage,
reckless trading. He warned. the ho,
gentlemen who were in favour of
repeal that, if the amendment of the
hon. member for Hamilton passed, the
result would be that the Act could not
be again touched, in the way of appeal,
during the present Session.

Mr. DOMVILLE said the ques-
tion interested merchants to a greater
degrec, perhaps, than lawyers. In New
Brunswick, the Act practically worked
against the honest trader, and the
amendment proposed by the Minister
of Justice would not, he thought, do
away with the difficulties experienced
in this regard; he presuned in other
parts of the Dominion the first diffi.
culty lay in the clause enacting that the
word insolvent should mean a debtor.
and, in the next place, if a debtor
ceased to meet his liabilities generally
as they fell due, it was almost impossi-
ble to place him in the Insolvent Court.
The Judge was clothed with immense
power under the Act, and ho might
consider that a debtor brought before
him had the right to continue in trade,
and ho was sole judge in the matter.
In one case a debtor had ceas-
ed to meet his liabilities for
some two years ; a well-known
merchant applied for settlement ; but
the man said that le could pay noth-
ing; he might however pay ten peI
cent. and ho would renew his paper.
1e had no goods, and bis book debts
amounted to a trifle. The merchant:
said; "You have eaten up the estate, and
frittered away the assets"; and ho a.p-
plied to a Judge in order to bave the
debtor declared insolvent. On the
case being heard, the Judge said; "It
is truc that he bas no goods, and tha
lie is deeply in debt, but he avers that
ho has promissory notes and book-debts,
which, if collected, will enable him to
meet his liabilities." Although it was
patent that the promissory notes WeCe
worthless, the Judge, who was compa
sionate, held that the man only wante
time to meet bis engagements, an
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discharged the case. The debtor in
the name of himself and partner thon
iled a suit against the merchant

to) recover $10,000 damagos; and,
although the man afterwards became
lnsolvent, compromising at ten cents

on the dollar and never paying any-
thing, continued the suit, and, as the
Judge before whom it came ruled out
evidence touching the insolvency, on
the ground that the court had pre-
viously held the then plaintiff to be
solvent, a verdict against the defendant,
n accordance with the charge of the

court, was found. The question had
beon since appealed from court to
court. This was a very hard case. The
alteration proposed by the Minister of
Justice went to make the law more

tringent, but it did not go far enough.
H1e would cite another instance regard-
:ng the working of the Act. A large
Armerican firm in New Brunswick
lailed for millions, in court they showed
diat they were solvent at the outset,
hiaving assets to the amount of one and

half millions of dollars, but, through
the assignee, this whole property was
soId for $60,000 or $90,000. Suppose
some of the creditors had been in Eng-
iand or British Columbia, how could
they have attended the sale, of which
only thirty days' notice was given. If
the property was sold in small parcels,
a very fair dividend might be obtained,
but it was disposed of en bloc to the
highest bidder. He was not in favour
of putting so much power, as was the
case at present, in the hands of the
largest creditors. There had been too
much talk about dishonest men and
dishoInest law3ers, so much so that a
stranger would think that there were
ver'y few honest men in the country.
A really honest trader would easily get
his discharge under any circumstances.
A case might now and thon occur
when a inan would refuse his consent
to the dischargo of a really honest
debtor, but friends would come forward
and get rid of such an obnoxious
creature. The merchant, if trade ever
again became sound, could, as in Great
britain, nake a purchaser place his
position in writing, so that if this
)roved incorrect ho could prosocute him
for obtaining goods under false pre-
tences. The number of traders would
then be considerably diminishod and

trade would be established on a more
satisfactory basis. The retailer suf-
fered as much from the reckless credit
system as the wholesale merchant. Ho
knew of goods having been sold at
twenty cents below cost in large quan-
tities; and how could the honest trader
import under these circumstances. He
was willing to submit to any law put-
ting these matters on a better basis,
but he was not prepared to accept an
amendment which provided for a fifty
cent compromise, and whieh allowed
the Judge to use his discretion.
Besides, if this amendment were
adopted, instead of the creditor getting
a larger dividend the assignee would
secure a bigger slico of the estate. He
did not think that the assignees were
dishonest, but, if they were, they were
appointed by the present Government.
He would vote against the Act and for
its repeal.

Mr. MITCHELL said he could not
give a silent vote on a question of so
much importance to the mercantile
community of the country. He had
always opposed the continuation of
this bankrupt law ; and, in 1875, he
had taken some part in pointing out
the monstrosities of the Ist section of
the present Act. lis experience
during the past two years, and the
intercourse he had had with leading
business men in Montreal and other
cities of the Dominion, had led him to
the conclusion that, if a vote was to be
polled to-day, two-thirds of those who,
tive years ago, favoured this law would
now declare that it had done nothing
save positively injure the trade of the
country. It encouraged reckless
trading; the wholesale merchant
forced goods on the retailer, and the
retailer in turn forced them on the
farmer and the mechanie. What
was the result? Last year, fully one-
half of the business transacted through-
out Canada had led to embarrass-
ment, either on the part of the
wholesale merchant, of the retail
trader, or of their customers.
The Herald, Gazette, -Mail and Globe
published lists of bankrupts day after
day, and week after week; and in
place of 50 cents, ho durst say the
average dividends were not 25 cents
on the dollar. He was not opposed to
granting relief to the poor man, and

Inrsolvent Act Iýepeal Billi. 301



302 Insolvent Act

the remedy lie proposed vas not
founced on mere theory, but upon
experience obtained in New Bruns-
wick. Whonever the necessities of
trade and the wants of the country
required a considerable amount of
relief to be afforded, a bankrupt law
was placed upon the Statute-book for
two or three years; and thon it was
allowed to expire. He bolieved that
the Insolvent Law had done its duty,
and that there would be no end to the
misery and suffering and losses occur-
ring daily until this Act was wiped
off the Statute-book. The amend-
ment of the Minister of Justice was
a step in the wrong direction. Were
they to punish a man's misfortunes?
If the law wore to continue, he
desired to afford more liberty, more
opportunity, and more facility in the
way of securing relief from liabilitics,
enabling men who were in difficulties
to make a fresh start in the worid,
and to accumulate fresh means. Te
only argument in favour of a bank-
rupt law was that it should furnish
relief to the debtor rather than
protection to the creditor. The latter
class were generally wealthy, and they
were able to refuse credit. He would
impose upon creditors the respon-
sibility of giving credit to such classes
only as were able to conduct business
properly, or who possessed means.
The system advocated by the hon.
member for King's, which was that
adopted in England, was based on
sound principles. Under it, a trader
was able to ask his customer who de-
sired credit to make a statement in
writing of the position of his affairs,
and a false statement made therein
was deemed to be a faise pretence, and
liable to heavy punishment. An ex-
amination of the evils which had grown
up in connection with the Insolvent
Act satisfied him that it should be
swept from the Statute-book, and that
it were better that two or three debtors
should suffer than the whole class.
With respect to the remedy proposed
by the Minister of Justice to compel
debtors to pay 50 cents on the dollar,
or deprive them cf any beiefit
under the Act, it was well known
that many estates which at first
showed 100 cents on the dollar would
not pay when wound up 50 cents on

Mr. MITCHELL.

account of shrinkages in the value of
property. The proposed legislation of
the Minister of Justice amounted to
punishing the misfortunes of bankrup,
traders. If the proposais were carried
into effect the law would be made worse,
and a system would be created tyran-
nical in its character, and detrimentai
to the true liberty and independence of
the people. The Insolvent Law had car-
ried out its object; it had enabled, or
should have enabled any unfortunate
tra1er to have become free froin his
diffi ulties before now; and the effeet
of the existing Act was to cause a class
to grow up in the community who
were trading on the existence of the
bankrupt law, by which, though
possessing facilities for obtaining credit
and goods, they secured goods and
afterwards made a composition nt the
rate of 20 or 30 cents on the dollar,
and serious injury was inflicted on the
honest trader by goods being sold ait
sacrifice prices. This compelled the
honest trader to sell goods at ruinous
prices, and the result was that other
traders became bankrupt. Under these
circumstances ho held that the Insoi-
vent Law should be repealed and the
country obtain a clear bill of health.
The farmers suifered au injustice in
that, while they had to bear losses
through insolvent traders, they could
not themselves avait thomselves of the
Act in case of meeting with difficultie.
He would vote against the motion of
the hon. member for Hamilton
and afterwards ir favour of that
of the hon. member for Richelieu.

Mr. YOUNG said the question of an
Insolvent Law was an important one,
and a mistake made by the House with
regard to it might have a serious effect
on our commercial interests. He had
always favoured an Insolvent Law; but
he must confess that ome very serious
evils had manifested themselves il
working the law during the last two>
or three years. Those evils had not
been confined to creditors alone. The
croditors, under the operation of the
law at present, nad the whole matter
in their own hands; they could manage
the insolvent estate as they pleased,
and, if they did not manage it in their
own interest, the blame rested witl
themselves. There were, however,
nother class of whom he had heard
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very littie during the debate, who had
suffered very much from the operation
of the Insolvent Law, namely, solvent
traders. That evil did not apply
simply to cases of failures. In such
cases, very frequently, the trader's
estate was wound up, and he went out
of business, and the solvent trader did
not suffer any very injurious effect.
But a great evil had arisen of late
years in the extensive system of com-
position carried on, which was actually
more injurious than the absolute failures
which occurred. They knew well the
effect that system had had on solvent
traders. When a trader compromised
with his creditors at 50 cents or 25
cents on the dollar, and continued in
business, it had an unfortunate effect
on the adjoining trader, who, perhaps,
found it difficult to meet his payments
and who would thereby be rendered
less anxious to make the necessary
exertion to pay one hundred cents on
the dollar. While he desired that
amendments should be made in the
law, with the view of protecting sol-
vent traders from this unequal and
undue competition, and to prevent
fraudulent debtors from getting dis-
charges, he would not like to support
the proposal to repeal the Act~alto-
gether. In a commercial community,
au Insolvent Law in some form was an
absolute necessity, and, if the law was
repealed, evils would follow ten times
greater than those which had arisen in
the working of the law. Mome feeling
lad, of course, been manifested against
the Insolvent Act, but a like result
occurred with regard to other laws. If
the law were repealed altogether,
the table of the House would
in all probability bo covered next
Session with petitions praying for
its re-enactment. One cf the greatest
evils in connection with legislation of
that class was the constant changes
Which took place, and the uncertainty
that prevailed in the public mind as
te the course which would be pursued
by Parliament with respect to the
luestion of insolvency. If the com-Imercial public thoroughly understood
the Working of the provisions of the
law, the evils which had manifested
themselves would have been decreased50 per cent., but the Act had been
alended se that it was not generally

understood, and while the people were
thus unacquainted with its working,
the hon. member for Richelieu asked.
as he did in a previous Session, that the
law should be repealod. It would be
derogatory to the character of Parlia-
ment if, after much time had been
devoted two years ago to framing the
measure, the most able members of the
Flouse having composed the Committee,
it were repealed without having
received a fair trial. Ie was convinced
that the Act had not yet had a fair
trial. Those who were most connected
with the woridng of the law-chiefly
creditors, did not fully understand its
provisions ; but, when they became
acquainted with them, creditors would
find they had entire control of debtors'
estates filling into insolvency. The
hon. member for Northumberland had
depicted the evils of the Insolvent Law,
and spoken of the failures and conse-
quent sufferings which lad•resulted
from it. It could not, however, be sup-
posed that if the Act were repealed, the
country would get rid of failures in
business, losses through failures and
frauds. It was well known that before
the enactment of the law there vere
quite as many failures, losses and frauds
as there had been under its operation.
In 1857-58, when there was no Insolvent
Law in force, there were more failures,
greater losses and more frauds than
during the recent period of depression
under an Insolvent Act; and it was
not correct to say that, under ordinarv
circumstances, when the wheels of
commerce were moving freely, insol-
vencies increased under the operation
of the old Insolvent Law. He re-
membered having laid statisties
before the Flouse some years ago to
show that, under the operation of the,
law of 1864, during a time of commer-
cial tranquility, failures had decreased,
and the circumstance of their rocent
increase was due to the commercial
depression existing throughout the
country. The only effect of repealing
the law would be that, while it would
not get rid of the loss, creditors would
thereby be placed in a much worse
position than at present to realize the
assets of estates. That would be one
of the first effects of the abolition of
the law. Other results would follow
They would find that many of thoso
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who failed-some of them enterprising
men-would betake themselves to the
United States, having no hope of
engaging further in business or doing
anything more for themselves or the
creditors to whom they were indebted ;
and many men, honest mon, too, who
had failed because of their enter-
prise, and not because of their
dishonesty, would in that way be
driven out of the Dominion.
Hie did not, therefore, believe that the
trading community would be placed in
one whit better position if the Act
were repealed, as proposed by the hon.
member for Richelieu; for, while
failures, losses and frauds would not be
prevented, creditors would not occupy
so favourable a position to quickly
realise the assets of an estate as they
did under the operation of the present
law. He took it for granted that the
Ilouse would not take the extreme
step proposed after the law had been
tried only two years, and after the
statement of the Minister of Justice
with regard to the important amend-
ments which the Government would
propose, and probably the hon. Minister
had not stated all the amendments
which ho would submit to remedy the
evils which had arisen under the
Act. It should be remembered by
the House, in considering the ques-
tion of repealing the Insolvent
Act, that of late years the business
of our leading merchants and traders
had become very much more extended
than belore Confederation took place.
It was now not uncommon for mer-
chants in the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec to send large quantities of
goods to Manitoba, British Columbia,
Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, and
meichants in those Provinces to send
their goods to distant Provinces of the
Dominion. If the Insolvent Act were
repealed and the country fell back on
the old system of confession ofjudgment
and preferential assignmen1, the local
creditors would lay hold of the estate
and creditors at a distance would be
placed at a great disadvantage. That
was an important matter, because it
struck at the foundation of all credit,
which was of much consequence in a
young country like Canada. In the
young Provinces, especially in the new
disfricts, it was absolutely nocessary

Mr. YouNo

that business men should have
credit to a greater or less extent
in the older Provinces. If the mea-
sures by which the creditors could at
least obtain a share of the debtor's
estate in case of failuro were removed
a serious blow would be struck at ail
credit, and injury would be inflicted
on the people of the distant Province,
and the commercial community as a
whole. He was not an advocate of
long credits, because ho believed short
credits were desirable in the older
Provinces, but, in the new Provinces of
the Dominion, where money was scarce
and the people struggling, credit was
an essential element of success and
progress, and the repeal of the Insol-
vent Law would deal a fatal blow to
reasonable credits being given in those
newly formed Provinces. The amend-
monts to the law which had been
foreshadowed by the Minister of Jus-
tice should at least have a fair trial,
and possibly, before the subject came
before the House finally, other points
might have suggested themselves to
that hon. gentleman's able mind.
Personally, ho would have preferred
that, instead of raising the amount
of dividend to obtain a discharge to 50
cents on the dollar, the rate should
have remained at 33 cents, but that
other and more difficult restrictions
should have been imposed upon dis-
honest insolvents getting a discharge.
He could easily understand cases
occurring in which a trader would be
unable to pay 50 cents on the dollar,
though perfectly honest. Experience
had proved that, in order to realize 50
cents on the dollar, the estate must be
worth at least W0 or 65 cents. Ie
could, therefore, easily understand that
a trader, by being burnt out, by the
shrinkage of values, or by endorsifg
notes for a friond, might be unable to
pay the dividend proposed to be
inserted in the law. The measure was
one that did not affect the general
public, but only the trading comm'
nity. H1e had not found in the
press any evidence that the com-
mercial mon of the country did
not desire the Act to continule
in force, and the Dominion Board of
Trade had invariably passed resolutioDs
in favo-ar of its continuance. While they
had suggested frequent amendm0ents,
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they had always expressed themselves
in favour of an Insolvent Act, and,
therefore, the House should hesitate
before it endorsed the proposal of the
hon. member for Richelieu and repeal-
cd the Act. Let them make all possi-
ble amendment in the law so as to
secure a more perfect system; let them
surround the obtaining of a discharge
with more restrictions, and render it
more certain that fraud should not be
pcrpetrated, but let the House not
repeal an Act which, he believed, on
the whole, was required by the inter-
ests of the commercial community.

Mr. PATERSON said ho would not
have addressed the House except for
the fact that the sentiment appeared
to be so strongly in favour of the
motion of the hon. member for Riche-
lieu. While he did not think hon. mem-
bers were in the temper to adopt the
motion ofñered by that hon. gentleman,
there was nevertheless a strong feeling
in its favour. Viewing the question as
one of great importance to the com-
inercial eommunity, lie felt that, if ho
could say anything that would tend
to produce a result contrary to that
sought by the hon. member for Riche-
lieu, it was his duty to address the
lilouse. H1e had felt, in common with
the wholesale trade, that they had suf-
fered from the working of the Act, not
because of the Act, but notwithstanding
. Casting aside for the tine the pro-

posed amendments of the Minister of
Justice, the question was simply this-
Shall Parliament repeal the Insol-
vent Law and return to the state
of things which obtained prior to
the passing of the Act, or shall the
law remain on the statute-book ?
Although aware that some business
men of large experience and means
took a contrary view, it nevertheless

emed strange that any intelligent busi-
ness man could contemplate the repeal
of the Insolvent Law at the presentJuncture of the country's affairs, with-
ont a feeling to awe. He supposed
ihere ever was a time when an Insol-vent Act was needed more than at thepresent time. We were passing through
a. period of great commercial depres-ýion, and the repeal of the Insolvent
La dwould aid mightily in increasing
th epression He would shrink from

e rsPonsility of throwing such a20

disturbing element into the business of
the country. If the law were repealed,
the debtor would be at the mercy of
his creditors, and innumerable suits
would be the result. Without wishing
to cast aspersions. upon the trading
community, he thought ho was justi-
fied in saying that fully one-half of
the traders were being "carried " to
a greater or less extent. Repeal the
Insolvency Law, and the " carrying "
would cease. Any creditor that could
rush to the lawyer's office and get con-
fession of judgment first would secure
something, while all the other creditors
would lose their honest dues. The law
should not be repealed in the interest
of the creditor more than in the in-
terest of the debtor. It lad been
agreed for years in that Chamber that
an Insolvency Law was a necessity, that
it was right in the interests of justice
and mercy. It was necessary to enable
the honest debtor, who, through a com-
bination of circumstances, was unable
to pay ail his debts, to have relief, in
order that ho might have that oppor-
tunity whieh the hon. member for
Northumberland was so desirous ho
should have to retrieve his fortunes.
The present Act did this, and under
the proposed amendments the creditors
would have a larger proportion of the
assets than they could under the 33½
per cent. clause. If the Insolvent Law
were repealed, honest or solvent traders
would not be less free from the unfair
competition which they now cimplained
they have through the sale of bankrupt
stock. The Sheriff would be put into
possession, and the goods would be
sold by auction, and traders would
have precisely the same difficulty to
face. There was only one way in
which the thing could be managed,
and that was to have the law so strin-
gent as to compel a man winding
up his affairs to put his stock into
other hands and realize something like
75 cents on the dollar instead of the
goods being sacrificed at 40 cents.
Under the proposed amendments, a
tradesman, in order to be sure that his
assets would cover 50 cents on the dol-
lar, would have to take stock frequently,
and would have to ascertain that his
stock of goods was worth 75 cents on
the dollar; else his book debts, not
being all good, would not allow him 50
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cents. It being determined that it
would be disastrous to repeal the Act,
ho hoped the amendments proposed by
the Minister of Justice would receive
that consideration they deserved. le
approved of the amendment as to 50
cents, although its operation might now
and then be harsh upon a debtor; say, for
instance, a man who had a large stock
of goods on credit in bis store which
caught fire; but ho held that no man
should have such goods without insur-
ing them. He considered it to be the
duty of the House to ponder well before
they cast their votes upon the question.
le ventured to predict that, if the law
were repealed, results most disastrous
would follow. He would feel it his
duty to vote against the repealing of
the Act.

Mr. DYMOND said the discussion
had mainly related to the interest of
the trader, either as creditor or debtor,
with some indications that the interest
of the lawyer was not altogother for-
geotten. Ie ventured to say there was
a fourth party to this controversy that
night be considered in this cennce-
tion, and that was the House itself.
He supposed, if tley were to go back
to first principles, no Insolvency Law
would be needed, because there would
be no credit, for, by the adoption of a
rigid system of political economy, he
maintained that credit could receive
no protection at the hands of the
Legislature. He was glad to believe
there vas growing up in Ontario a
disposition greatly to abridge the
credit system. They were all cogni-
sant of the Granger movement. That
movement bad established a cash com-
petition, which had had the effect of
inducing many traders to lower thoir
ordinary prices in return for cash pay-
ments. The ultimate effect, he thought,
would bc to greatly docrease the num-
ber of insolvencies in certain districts.
The present time seemed to bo one
eminently unsuitable for no settled
policy with regard to the question,
because trade was in an abnormal
state; and there could be no doubt
that a large proportion of insolvencies
had occurred in consequence of the pre-
vailing depression, whilst it was pro-
bable the numborhadalso beenincreas-
ed by persons who would not, under
other circumstances, have adopted the

fr. PATERSON.

practise of providing settlenents, bu
who had availed themselves of what
was regarded as the new Insolvener
Law. ie did not think, therefore, the-
were justified in thinking that the evi-
dence before them was sufficient to war-
rant them in moving in a retrograde
direction. If there was to be credit, it
would seem only natural that thore
should be some system by whicl the
proper guarantees against fraud and
for the equitable distribution of the
assets of debtors should be obtained. Hc
did not think justice was donc to the
debtors if account was not taken of the
responsibilities of the creditor in con-
nection with the frequent insolvencie.
He believed the wholesale house and
the banks were far more responsible
than a large number of the unfortunate
persons who had fallen under the
provisions of hIe Act. It was a noto-
rious faet that wholesale houses had for
years bolstered up thcir credit whilst
in a state of helpless insolvency by
inducing persons dependent upon tiei
for credit to grant them accommodation
papers, and by drawing $500 and
$1,000 where the trader owed them
$100; and it could not be in utter
ignorance of this system that a large
quantity of this paper found its way
into the banks, ard thon the banker
became alarmed, and the wholesale
dealer became insol ven tand his credi t
became nominally his debtor ou the
estate. This law had only been a year
and a half in operation. The Act was
not a Government measure, but WV
forced on the Ilouse by a powerfil
majority of gentlemen on both sides ut
the House bcing responsible for it. h
was almost re-cast by a large Com
mittee, and there was a long and e-
haustive discussion upon it iii COml-
mitteo of the Whole. That being the
case, the honour and dignity of the
House was committed to giving the
Bill at all events a fair trial. li'
believed, if the Bill were repealed, tle
House would make a confession in the
face of the whole world which woniL1
be humiliating to the last doeree;
fact, if the louse were to repeal it at
the present timo they would ackO"-,
lodge that such was the insolveneY of
our political constitution that an
honourable discharge would be nittcly
hopeless.
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Mr. CAMIERON said lie felt it his
duty to support the amendment of the
hon. member for Hamilton. If lawyers
consulted their own interests, they
would undoubtedly vote for the repeal
of the Act; but this question was en-
tirely beyond personal interests. The
resuit of the Act had been to take
business out of the hands of lawyers
and to place it in the hands of as-
signees, and other officers. It would
be a publie calamity, in the present
circumstances of the country, if the
Insolvent Act were repealed. Previous
to taking such a step, they ought to
satisfy themselves that the law was
wrong in principle. It seemed to him
that, in a country which carried on an
extensive commercial business, and es-
pecially where credit was almost en-
tirely its foundation, such a law was a
necessity. The principle of the Act
had not been attacked by any hon.
gentleman who had spoken, but objec-
tion had been taken to its mode of ad-
ministration. In this respect, as the
hon. member from King's County,
New Brunswick, had pointed out,
the injudicious earrying out of
its provisions was wholly due
to the neglect of creditors to look
after their own interests, or to the
errors of Judges, which could have
been corrected on appeal. The objec-
tions presented, the amendment offered
by the Minister of Justice would tend
to a great extent to remove. Again,
if the law had done a great amount of
harm, as some hon. gentlemen had
afilrmed, petitions would have beenoffered to the H1ouse against the Act,
but this had not been the case. On
the contrary, the Dominion Board of
Trade, and almost every other Board of
Trade had endorsed the Act. Before
its repeal was resolved upon, they
ought to be thoroughly convinced that
the country desired a step of this grave
character to be taken. He did not
think that any evidence in this direc-
tumn had been submitted. It had been
said that the agricultural class wasoPposed to the law, but lie did not
think that this feeling existed; nor didhe believe that any general feeling in
the country had been aroused in opposi-tion to the Act. The farming com-
nllity would find that the greatest

possible would accrue were the
26o

law to be applied to them, as no allow-
ances would be made for bad harvests
and other unavoidable misfortunes.
So long as business was carried on by
credit to such a large extent, we must
have an Insolvent Act. It seemed to
him that hon. members would be only
performing their duty in giving the
Act a further trial before it was con-
demned.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said,
as hon.gentlemen from other Provinces
had given their opinions, ho ventured
to speak in regard to Nova Sceotia. As
far as he knew, there was no dissatis-
faction with the Insolvent Law in that
Province. It worked not only to the
benefit of the solvent trader, but aiso
of the creditor. The main feature of
this Act was that, in the first instance,
all the gobds of an insolvent debtor
passed into the hands of the creditors,
they having complete and full control
over it. There was no better way in
which the interests of creditors could
be protected. He thought, in the
najority of caseF where no satisfactory

result had been arrived at, it was the
fault of the assignees or creditors.
There was one point, however, which
he thought might be anended. Certain
acts of the insolvent constituted a
penal offence, but there could be no
prosecution unless one of the creditors
made it his own private business, and
was prepared to sustain all the legal
expenses. He did not understand why
there should be any distinction made
between this and other penal offences.
The prosecution should not be at the
instance of the creditor alone, but
arranged so that any person should be
able to prosecute, and the expenses
should be arranged as were those eon-
nected vith the trial of other penal
offences. The Act shoald remain on
the Statute-book for this year at least,
especially as there was no other pro-
ceeding which could supply its place.
If the law were repealed, the creditor
nearest to the debtor would naturall y
bo the first to obtain redress in case of
an insolvency. This would prevent thbse
creditors living at a distance getting
their share of the assets, and sonie-
times they would get nothing. It
would be seen, therefore, that the
attempt now being made to stimulate
inter-provincial trade woould be a
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failure, for no merchant in the West
would give credit to a trader in the
Maritime Provinces, or vice versd,
unless their interests were protected.

Mr. DAVIES said ho had a lively
recollection of the time when there
was no bankruptcy law. The unfor-
tunate debtor was stripped of all he
possessed, and then treated as a crimi-
ial and thrown into jail. He thought
some hon. gentlemen were too harsh
upon the unfortunate debtor. The
operation of the Act in his Province
had been satisfactory on the whole,
and it would be a retrograde step to,
repeal the law. If honest traders
suffered from dishonest debtors, they
nust put up with it. Merchants need

not credit their goods unless they liked,
and if they did so they must run the
risk. A great deal of the trouble was
to be attributed to banking accommo-
dations. There was a great deal of
rivalry among bankino- institutions,
and money had been scattered among
people who otherwise would not have
gone into trade, and the result had
been commercial disasters. He
thought they ought to have a bank-
ruptcy law on the Statute-book. He did
not think the amendments proposed by
the hon. the Minister for Justice would
improve the Act much, and he would
therefore support the motion of the
hon. member for Hamilton.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) said, as it was
evident that no decision could be
arrived at for some time, ho would
move the adjournment of the debate.

Mr. BARTHE Loped tbat the re-
marks he was about to make, though
in French, would be understood suffi-
ciently by Mr. Speaker, and by the
majority of the hon. members of the
louse. In reply to the arguments

adduced during the very interesting
discussion which had taken place
during the evening with regard to his
Bill, he begged to say that ho had
acted in the interest of his electors;
and be was convinced that, not only
the electors of the county which he
bad the honour to represent, but also
those of the great majority of the
counties, in the rural districts particu- t
larly, favoured the repeal of the law
in question. Numerous arguments
lad boon brought foi ward against its

Mr. M£oKAy

repeal, but the experience obtained in
this relation since the law was first ci-
acted in 1864, Lad condemned its con-
tinuation. The Act had been amended
at nearly every subsequent Session
of Parliament, but nevertheless in all
the Provinces of the Dominion, and
especially in the Province of Quebec,
a general sentiment of indignation had
been aroused against the measure,
which had, to a large extent,
ruined and demoralized the popu-
lation. During the speech he had
made on moving the second
reading, he ad cited cases going to
show the mischievous operation of the
law. Nobody would deny that the
American people were eminently com-
mercial, eminently practical, and
possessed of great aptitude for business;
and in the United States, three
times, under exceptional circumstances,
bad a bankrupt law been tried, and on
each occasion, after a comparatively
brief trial, had it been abolished. In
connection with the civil war, which
had been so ruinous in its nature, a
bankrupt law had been introduced in
the United States, and recently petition
after petition had been presented
against it by business men, and flnally
the American Legislature had resolved
upon its abolition. In this House, not
one petition had been presented in
favour of the Act, and if his memory
served him well, the hon. member for
Montreal West, in 1869, signed and
presented a petition praying for the
abolition of the law. He was con-
vinced that the people ofthe Dominion
were satisfied with their unhappy
experience in this regard, and that they
were generally of the opinion that the
law should be abolished. By means
of the statistics with which
ho had furnished the House, he
had proved that during the space
of a single year the insolvencies had
amounted to twenty-six millions, occa-
sioning a loss of twenty-two millions.
No member of this House had more
respect for the opinion and abilities of
the Minister of Justice than hinmself,
but, having examined the amendment
which the hon. gentleman proposed,
that the bankrupt should pay ffty
cents on the dollar, he respectfully sub-
mitted that it would not meet the end
which the hon. gentleman desired. I
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fact, if a bankrupt was, in equity,
obliged to pay fifty cents on the
dollar, he could pay, on the average,
one hundred cents. Such a bankrupt
would not be a bankrupt at all-he
would be solvent, because, in most cases,
the cost would amount to nearly fifty
cents. If a man was honest, and yet
unfortunate, and not able to meet his
obligations, how could he pay fifty
cents on the dollar and the cost of
liquidation? He couldl never obtain
his discharge. For these reasons he
found that the amendment of the Min-
ister of Justice would not meet the
object the hon. gentleman desired, he
was convinced, in the best interests of
the Dominion, which the hon. gentle-
man so usefully served as Minister
of Justice. He thought that the repre-
sentatives of the rural districts would
faithfully represent the opinions of their
electors in voting for the repeal the Act
which was so unpopular, particularly
in those sections of the country. Of
course, other Provinces had a right to
say that they must have a law for the
whole Dominion, but he submitted
very respectfully the articles of the
Code which was in force in the Pro-
vince of Quebec to the lawyers who
represented, in this House, constitu-
encies in the other Provinc.es. This
was a matter of oxtreme importance,
and he was sure, from the reputation
borne by these hon. gentlemen, that,
if they studied the provisions of this
Code as carefully as it merited, they
would eventually be adopted, for these
provisions were so clear, and so simple,that they could very profitably be
made applicable to the whole Dominion.
The hon. gentlemen who sat in the
Rouse knew what was passing in
their constituencies, and even before
this debate had opened he was con-
Vnced that at least a portion of these
hon, gentlemen had their opinions
formed on the subject, and that the
arguments, which had been given with
s0 much eloquence and with such
force by a large number of
hon. members, had had littleinfluence with respect to these opin-
Ions; therefore he would say no morethan this-in proposing this Bill, which
as perhaps a bold step, calculated as
was to change the existing conditionI things, his only object was to hon-

estly falfil his duty as a member of
the House in the interest of his con-
stituents as well as in the interests of
the people of the whole Dominion.

Mr. CASEY said he thought it was
unreasonable to insist on a division to-
night. The question formally before
the House was the repeal of the Insol-
vent Law, but that was not the real
question to consider. There was an
alternative proposition made by the
hon. the Minister of Justice, who had
presented to the House the amendments
he was prepared to make in the present
Act. He thought, as those propositions
were new to most hon. members, that
time should be taken for their con-
sideration. Although the. law was ob-
jectionable to many, yet it was quite
possible that a consideration of the
proposed changes would bring about a
more favourable view of the law. He
urged the hon. member for Richelieu
and his friends to consent to the ad-
journment of the debate.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought the reasoning of the hon.
member for West Elgin was unanswer-
able. This matter was of very great
importance, and they had just heard
from the hon. the Minister of Justice
the details of his proposed amendments,
which, so far as ho could catch them, ap-
peared to be in the right direction. It
was, however, almost impossible to
form an opinion from an oral statement
ment made across the floor of the
fouse, and the amendments wero of
so much importance, that one could
not make up his mind in regard to
them until seeing them in print and
ascertaining their effect on the whole
measure. If the objections were re-
moved to the Act as it stood at pre-
sent, hon. members now opposed
might favour a continuance of the law
as amended. He thought it would be
well to adjourn the debate.

Motion to adjourn debate agreed to.

House adjourned at
Ten minutes after

Eleven o'clock.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 27th Feb., 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

BILLS INTIRODUCED.
The following Bills were severally

introduced, and read the flrst time :-
Bill (No. 42) To authorise the town

of Kincardine in the county of Bruce,
to impose and collect certain tolls at
the harbour in the said town. (Mr.
Gillies.)

Bill (No. 43) To authorise the Union
Forwarding and Railway Company to
reduce its paid-up capital. -(Mr. Cur-
rier.)

Bill (No. 44) To amend the Act
to incorporate the Bridge Company of
Riviere du Loup, in the County of Mas-
kinonge. (Mr. Boyer.)

Bill (No. 45) To incorporate the
St. Lawrence and Pacific Railway
Ferry Company. (Mr. Jetté.)

Bill (No. 46) To incorporate the
Union Cable Company. (Mr. Jetté.)

Bill (No. 47) To amend the Do-
minion Elections Act of 1874. (Mr.
Richard.)

ALBERT RAILWAY
BILL.

COMPANY

FIRST READING.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for leave
to introduce a Bill (No. 48) To grant
additional powers to the Albert -Rail-
way Company.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this Bill was
subsidiary to one which had been
stopped in the House the other day.
The Company in question had been
incorporated by the Local Legislature
of New Brunswick, and the Bill pro-
posed to give certain powers to it,
though it had never been incorporated
by this Parliament. He was not pre-
pared to say that this or the other
Bill, on amendment by the insertion of
a certain clause, could not be brought
under the jurisdiction of this Parlia-
ment, but thon some spécial reason
must be assigned to justify this stop. It
was difficult to sec what reason could
be assigned to bring the Bill under the
jurisdiction of this House, as the rail-
way in question was one of the most

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

local character possible. le really
thought that it would be very difficuit
to allow the Bill to take even the pre-
liminary stage.

Mir. DOMVILLE said that this rail-
way was a feeder of the Intercolonial
Railway. Moreover it had received a
donation or loan of old rails in further-
ance of its completion. The plea on
which the powers required were asked
was the desire to issue debentures
bearing seven or eight per cent.
interest, which could not be done under
the local law. The best legal talent in
New Brunswick had advised applica-
tion to this House for this purpose.
The railway was in the vicinity of a
coal mine, and it needed powers in
order to enable it to carry on its busi-
ness. He hoped the Premier would
look into the matter.

Mr. PALMER said he could see no
objection to the admission of the Bill,
The legal interest in New Brunswick
was six per cent.; and, besides, the
railway might require to own ship-
ping. Instead of resorting to the
Courts, he thought it would be botter it
the powers required were granted by
both Local and Dominion Parliaments.
On the second stage it might bc dealt
with as the public interest demanded.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, in his opinion, the Bill should be
referred to the Railway Committec, to
be afterwards considered by the louse.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the rule by
which they should be guided was laid
down by law. Railroads passing from
one Province to another were neces-
sarily under the control of this Par-
liament, and railroads which passed
only through one Province, having a
terminus at cach end in a foreign
country or waters, like the Canada
Southern, might very properly be
under the charge of the Dominion Par-
liament, but he did not think that a
Company, could obtain powers from
both Local and Dominion flouses. If
this railway were brought under the
jurisdiction of this Parliament, it muist
remain there for the future. lHe was
satistied that both the bills which
were in question had been introdueed
irrogularly, but ho would not object t)
their being sent to the Railway Co"'-
mittee. He would have a clause pr-
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pared for this Bill similar to that
vhich -was required for the Bill which

had been the other day before the
House.

1Bi1l read the first time.

DOMINION ELECTIONS ACT.

FIRST READING.

Mr. COOK moved for leave to intro-
duce a Bill (No. 49) To amend the Act
respecting the election of members to
the House of Commons.

In reply to Sir JoHN A. MAc-
DJNALD,

Mr. MACKENZIE: It appeared
that the Bill, made some minor
amendments to the general Election
Law. The hon. gentleman had a per-
fect right to introduce such a Bill.

Mr. COOK said he had intended to
explain the Bill on the second reading.
Its object was to do away with the
envelope, which afforded opportunities
for the practice of corruption. He did
iiot wish to say that the envelope had
leen wrongfully used in recent elec-
tions and that the majorities had been
aiugmented in consequence thereof, but
he would say that, if a candidate or
is friends chose, they could commit a
great amount of fraud under the
present system. A voter could present t
timself at the polling booth, and after
receiving the envelope and ballot could
return to the recess to mark it in the
ordinary way and hand the envelope tolhe Returning Officer minus the ballot. t
le would then be in possession of a
lank ballot. and vould be in a position e

!o purchase votes by getting voters to
etin the blank ballot. He (Mr.

Cook) would have liked to have gone efurthcr and exempted from punish- q
Ment the party selling his vote in a
rder that he might divulge the names

'f those purchasing the votes. Both 1
parties were now liable to heavy pun-shmen ts and both were interested inizeeping the transaction secret. o

Mr. BOWELL asked how fraud p
""Id be perpetrated in this way. If tihe voter returned the empty envelope sthd placed the ballot in his pocket, u
tben no vote was cast. If the man i
WVent and bought another vote wherec b
was the gain ?

Mr. COOK said the voter could con-
tinue that all day. Five votes could
be purchased for $5 in some districts,
one of which, under the system he
had explained, would be lost. Suppose,
for instance, 30 polling places were
operated ; that would amount to
$150-a small sum of money, as some
of his hon. friends knew-and would
purchase 150 votes; but one vote in
five would be lost, which would reduce
the number by 30. Upon a division,
that would give 240, and some of his
lion. friends in the majority nowwould
be decidedly in the minority a, a
result.

Bill read the fßrst time.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY BILL.

[BILL No. 18.]

(mr. Mills.)
SECOND READINW.

Mr. MILLS said it was unnecessary
to make any lengchened remarks,
is the Bill did not change the system
of geological surveys that had been
carried on for some years. The statute
it present in force expired on the 1st
)f July next, and it was necessary to
ntroduce some measure for the pur-
)ose of continuing the system. Under
he circumstances, the Government
houglit that the geological survey
hould be made permanent and carried
n as a branch of the Department of
he Interior. The present law was but
lightly changed. In some respects,
he provisions were made more
xtensive than before, because the
fficiency of the survey required
uch a step. The Bill, however,
would not made much practical differ-
nce in the working of the survey.
he conduct of the surveys and
ppointment of various parties con-
ected therewith were provided for.
t was deemed best not to name in the
ill the officers required in order to

ender the service efficient, as he found,
n looking over the list of persons at
resent employed, it difficult to name
hose who would be roquired, and to
tate the duties they would be called
pon to perform. This year it was
ntended to apply for a lump sum as
efore ; next year, when the Branch
as properly organized, it would be in
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the power of the Government to state
what would be required for salaries.
The Bill provided for the appointment
of a director, whose duty it should be to
report from time to time to the Minis-
ter of the Interior, and appoint such
other officers as necessary for the
efficiency of the staff. The removal of
the geological museum from Montreal
to Ottawa was also provided for, when-
ever the Government thought it noces-
sary and Parliament provided the
requisite means. He thought the
Geological Department would never
be thoroughly efficient until it was
removed here, and the representatives
of the people were to some extent
interested in the researches made in
the public interests, which would not
be likely unless the work was brought
under their immediate attention. Pro-
vision was also made for the apparatus
necessary for the prosecution of the
survey. The Department was, to some
extent, engaged in making assays for
the purpose of testing the character of
minerals found in various parts of the
country, and for the purpose of
preventing persons engaging in
mining enterprises which might turn
out unprofitably, and which they would
not undertake if they possessed proper
knowledge of the subject. Statements
had been received from parties engaged
in mining ofthe importance of the geo-
logical branch in this subject. Among
the minerals found in this country
were manywhich were found in other
parts of the world, but as there was
some difference in their chemical char-
acter the process of assaying was in
many cases required to be different
from that employed elsewhere. The
experiments constantly being per-
formed in connection with the survey,
if performed as efficiently and exten-
sively as was necessary, would no
doubt contribute largely to the early
development of the resources of the
country. He had no doubt that in the
immense extent of territory we possess
there are mines of great wealth which
would be highly profitable when proper-
ly worked; and it was of the utmost con-
sequence that this branch of the public
service should be made more efficient
than it had been. To bring about that
result, however, it would, no doubt, be
necessary to obtain a larger amount of

Mr. MLLS.

aid from the publie treasury than had
been received in former years; but that
was not asked at present. It might be
in the interest of the various Provinces
to co-operate to some extent with the
Dominion in the prosecution of the
surveys. The Bill provided also that
the persons employed in one branch of
the Department of the Interior might
be directed by the Minister to performf
any duties connected with another
branch. That was a necessary provi-
sion, for the reason that persons con-
nected with the department were
engaged in making geological surveys,
mapping ont the topography of the
country, etc., who might be utilised in
this branch. le moved the second
reading of the Bill.

Mr. MASSON said in the course of
time it might be advisable to remove
the Museum to Ottawa, but it was not
a proper step to take at present. The
majority of people who visited Canada.
and were interested in ber resources,
went to the large centres, and it was
necessary that the Museum should be
in one of the large cities. When the
Emperor of Brazil was here ho did not
visit Ottawa; he wished to learn some-
thing about the resources of the
country, and accordingly visited the
large cities. While at Montreal he
went to the Museum, and was quite
impressed with its contents. Members
of Parliament would take very littie
interest in the subject, and the MuseumE
should be where scientific men could
avail themselves of it. It would be
mistake to remove the Museun at
present.

Mr. DEVLIN said lie had to thank
the hon. member for Terrebonne for
having so kindly called the attention,
of the House to the proposal of the hon.
the Minister of the Interior to remove
the Geological Museum from Montreal.
He agreed with the remarks of the hon-
gentleman, and he was at a loss to
know what crime Montreal had col-
mitted against the hon. the Minister of
the Interior that he should manifest
this hostility so very early after bis
entry into the Ministry. lis hon.
friend from Terrebonne had given th1

reasons very forcibly why this remlova
should not take place. The Museum had
been in Montreal for many years at 4
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was a source of great interest and at-
traction to the great number of visitors
who were in the habit year after year of
going to Montreal. The removal of the
Museum to Ottawa would, in his judg-
ment, be a great and serions mistake,
besides being-as he had no doubt it
would be looked upon-an insult to the
City off Montreal. The hon. the Min-
ister of the Interior could assigu no
valid reason for the removal of the
Museum. At this stage of the pro-
eeedings, he (Mr. Devlin) could do no
more than to record his protest against
the removal, and he was certain he
would be sustained in his protest by
the citizens of Montreal. He trusted
the hon. the Minister of the Interior
would, upon reflection, see that he
would be committing a great injustice,
and one that would reflect in no very
commendable manner upon the Gov-
ernment of which be was a member.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) said
he did not see that this was a matter
which concerned Montreal alone, as
the Museum was supported by the
people of Canada generally. The fact
that Montreal had possessed it for so
long was no reason why it should con-
tinue to possess it. The fact that Ot-
tawa was the Capital of Canada was a
good reason why the Museum should
be removed to that city. It would
then be under the immediate control
and surveillance of the Government
who could see that the money appro-
priated was properly expended, ac-
cording to the wishes of the people of
the country. IHe supposed that in the
discussion of a matter of this kind, the
fact that any member who spoke had
any direct interest, or that his con-
stituents had an interest in it,would cause his remarks to re-
eeive less consideration than the
remarks of gentlemen who had no
interest whatever beyond a general
one. He, of course, represented a
constituency not very far from Ottawa,while at the same time it was not so
closely allied to that city that it made
very much difference whether the
Museum was located there or at Mon-treal. This was a matter which inter-
ested the students as much as the
people who happened to visit the
country. Ottawa was quite as well
Situated for the people of Canada as

Montreal or any other city in the
Dominion. This fact, combined with
the fact that Ottawa was the place
where Parliament met, made the
reasons stronger in favour of Ottawa
than were the reasons in favour of any
other city. The argument of the hon.
member fer Terrebonne was not a very
strong one. As many people visited
Ottawa as all the other cities put
together.

Mr. DEVLIN: You are mistaken.

Mr. WORKMAN said he also thank-
ed the hon. member for Terrebonne for
his presentation of the claims of
Montreal. It was quite true that
strangers took a great interest in the
institution. There were scarcely any
men of natural or scientific attainments
who did not spend a portion of their
time there. He, himself, had accom-
panied gentlemen visiting Montreal to
the Museum,and they had expressed the
greatest gratification at what they saw.
Were the institution removed to Ottawa,
three-fourths of the people who now
visited it wouid do so then. There were
ten times the number of people who
visited Montreal in their tour through
Canada than visited Ottawa. In fact, he
had once said that Ottawawas the ultima
Thule of civilization, although a great
change, he was happy to say, had come
over the city since then. The House
was told that there was a considerable
deficiency, and yet it would be neces-
sary to increase the expenditure by
creating a building for the purpose of
storing the collection, if it were
removed to Ottawa. The Museum was
a valuable nieans of education, and
Montreal was the centre of education,
with its large schools and colleges. It
was also under the superintendence and
surveillance of most experienced and
excellent men.

Mr. CAUCHON: They would comc
up here.

Mr. WORKMAN said he did not
think so.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said be would
relieve the mind of the hon. gentleman
about the expenses of a new building
at Ottawa. It was not the intention
of the Government to bring down
estimates for that purpose.
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Mr. CHARLTON said ho understood
that the total number of visitors at the
Museum during the year was 600,
which was not very large. He under-
stood also that the building in Mon-
treal was not suitable for the purpose,
as it was not fire-proof. le had no local
prejudice in the matter, and he was
satisfied that it was eminently proper
that the Museum should be removed
to the capital of the Dominion. It
could not be a matter of much impor-
tance to Montroal, if only 600 persons
visited the Museum in the course of
the year.

Mr. DECOSMOS said ho was one of
those who agreed that there should be
a Geological Museum at the capital of
the Dominion. But ho also agreed with
the two hon. gentlemen from Montreal
that it was desirable that all the great
cities in the respective Provinces should
have museums of geology. He looked
at the cost as a very small matter, and
he hoped his hon. friend would be able
to establish a fine museum in Ottawa.
While other places were being consid-
ered, he would ask that the claims of
the chief mineral Province of the Do-
minion, British Colimbia, be not over-
looked.

Mr. DYMOND : We would require
a guarantee against secession.

Mr. DECOSMOS: I think the best
guarantee against secession would be
for this Government to commence the
Pacific Railway at once. I may say
that science which comes up in this
'discussion is not connected with any
particular nationality or Province
more than with another.

Mr. CAUCHON said if every town
was to come up as a claimant ho would
present the claims of Quebec, that be-
ing the oldest city in the country.
There were museums in Quebec, but
the chief museum ought to be at the
seat of Government. Washington was
the seat of Government in the United
States, and the national museum was
thore; yet Washington was nota large
city. If the Emperor of Brazil had
known that the Museum was at Ottawa,
he would have gone there and not to
Montreal. le had seen larger cities
than Montreal.

Mr. MASSON: But not in Canada.
Mr. CAarTWRIaT.

Mr. CAUCHON said the Emperor
of Brazil had been to New York. The
several Provinces might have thoir
own museums, but they should have
them at their own expense. In
Quebec there was at first some objec-
tion to the Educational Department
being removed from Montreal to Que-
bec, the capital of the Province, but
there was nothing said about it now-.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the proposition to make the geological
survey a prominent branch of the
Department of the Interior was one
which would meet with the commend-
ation of the House. But ho was
afraid that the scheme proposed was
too large in its scope. Tho survey
was instituted, as its name indicated,
for the purpose of making a geological
survey of the whole country and foir
other enquiries in the nature of phy-
sical sciences, but these other enquir-
ies, including natural history, were
merely subsidiary and incidental te
the survey itself. The mon employed
in the survey were men of science.
and their attention would naturally be
directed to the various productions of
the country, its fora and fauna
and fossils, &c., but they would only
treat them incidentally tothe cxpress
object. Those investigations did not
materially delay or obstruct the sur-
vey. Yet hon. gentlemen now on the
Ministerial side, who were at One
time inclined to be rather oconoluical,
objected, and there was great difficulty
in obtaining the grants necessary for
maintaining the survey. If the pro-
posal of the Hon. the Minister of the
Interior were carried out, it seemed to
him the expense would be much larger
t han was originally designed, and the
primary object of the survey would be
lost if so much prominence was given
to what were before, only secondarY
objects. The Bill said:-

" The objects and purposes of the sur veY
and inuseui shall be, to elucidate the geO-
logy and mineralogy of the Dominion, and to
make a full and scientific examination Of the
various strata, soils, ores, coals, oils ana
mineral waters, and of its recent fauna nd
fora, so as to afford to the mining, metallir
gical and other interests of the country, cor.
rect and full information as to its character
and resources. It shall be the duty of the
persons in charge of the said survey to col
lect, classify and arrange such specinlens a
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may be necessary to insure a complete and
exact knowiedge of the nineralogical
resouroes of the several Provinces and ez-
ritories of Canada; to carry on paloeontologi-
(aL investigations, to study and report upon
the fauna and flora of the Dominion, and to
make such other researches as will best tend
to ensure an exact knowledge of the climate,
natural resources, and agricultural and
inustrial capabilities of the different portions

of the Dominion ; to continue to collect the
necessary inaterials for a Canadian museum
of natural history, mineralogy and geology."

While he did not object in any way
to the geological surveys or the other
branches being made auxiliary and
within the scope of the survey, he
thought, if those branches were to be
followed up as it would seem, they
would absorb the greater portion of
tie monev. In reference to the ques-
tion of t c place where the museum
shuild be established, ho would be
verv sorry to see Montreal lose
it, because that city was one
of the chief cities in the Dominion.
A great many persons went to Mon-
treal first when they came to Canada,
and it was a very proper point to have
a Geological Museum. There was,
however, a great deal to be said on the
other side. The seat of Government
was an eminently suitable place to
have a Museun, and, if there was only
one Museun, it should be at the
Capital. When this question was
before the late Government, some en-
quiries were made, and it was ascer-
tained that the specimens at Montreal
were so numerous and so rich that
duplicates of nearly all the minerals
could be obtained for Ottawa. At one
t me enquiries were made as to whether
a building could not be erected con-

iguous to the Parliament Buildings at
mroderate cost, without diminishing

be real value of the Museum at Mon-
ale thought it possible for there

Museam at Ottawa and at
Montreai as well.

r. SCHULTZ said that, as it vaseVident from remarks of hon. members
that there was a question as to where

Geological Museum should be final-
iY located, he would offer a suggestion
,vhich would be fair to, if it did notsOisfy, all parties. Clearly if the
Inciple was admitted that the Museumneed not necessarily be at the capital.
'hen the fairest way was to choose the

geographical centre of the Dominion
as its site. In the interests of the Pro-
vince, a portion of which he had the
honour to represent, he would be very
happy to advocate his view. le felt,
however, that at present it made little
difference where the Museum was
situated. The amount ot money yearly
appropriated was far too small for the
purposes of the Survey. It was quite
true that under the able management
of Professor Selwyn a great deal had
been accomplished; still the amount
was far too small, and matters of detail
had to be left, while only general in-
formation was obtained. It was asserted,
especially since the acquisition of the
North-West Territories, that we had
in Canada a larger wheat growing area
than the United States,-an important
fact, if it could be established : impor-
tant because of its influence in our im-
migration interests in Europe, and
important in making any estimate of
our possible future as a nation. This
assertion had been demonstrated to be
a fact by the researchers in connection
with the Geological Surveys. It was
found that we had really a very much
larger wheat growing area north of
the boundary lino than south of it. It
had been found that wueat, barley and
other grains might be grown five
degrees north of where it was thought
possible; and some of the cereals shown
at the Centennial Exhibition showed
that far north of Peace River,
countries supposed to be icebound for
all but a few weeks in summer were
susceptible of producing waving fields
of grain. While the Groological Survey
had demonstrated this important fact
in regard to our agricultural capabili-
lities, ho ventured to predict that it
would be found that our mineral re-
sonrces were almost equal or superior
to those of the United States. Much of
the mineral producing country was not
now known at all. On the Mackenzie
River were found beautiful specimens
of amber, immense beds of asphaltum,
and deposits of sulphur almost as pure
as that which was shipped from Sicily.
On some of the rivrs flowing into the
Arctic Sea there were enormous deposits
of nearly pure copper, while gold and
silver wro found in many portions of
the country. Of more importance per-
haps than any of those were the çnor-
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mous deposits of coal and iron in the
richest agricultural portion of the
North-West. Exact information on all
these matters was needed, but unfor-
tunately it could not be obtained on the
limited appropriation of money which
was yearly made. Of all the items in the
estimates there were none zpon which
lie voted with more pleasure than that
for the geological survey. There was no
way, in his opinion, that in the present
condition of the Dominion money could
be better spent, and leaving the ques-
tion of the locality of the Geological Mu-
seum aside altogether for the present,
he trusted that the hon. the Minister of
the Interior would succeed in persuad-
ing his colleagues in the Government
to double or even quadruple the amount
proposed to be voted in the Estimates.

Mr. MILLS said all subjects of
natural science were made subsidiary to
the geological survey. No provision
was made for independent investiga-
tiorf apart from those economic consi-
derations which were specially men-
tioned. It was impossible to carry out
with advantage a geological survey
without considering its scientific side,
and the provisions in the Bill with
respect to palontologywere absolutely
necessary in order to determine the
mineral resources of the country,
because rocks which might bc consid-
ered upon a superficial examination to
belong to a particular class, might on
closer inspection of their palontolo-
gical features, be found to belong to an
entirely different class and age. The
mineral wealth of the rocks depended
upon the age to which they belonged,
a correct opinion regarding which
could only be obtained from an exami-
nation of the palæontological features.
It was therefore necessary, in the
interest of economic.geology as well as
geology and science, that those features
should not be lost sight of, and it waî
proper that provisions with that object
should be inserted in the Bill. Ques-
tions concerning fauna and fiora were
also intimately connected with econo-
mie geology and the agricultural capa-
bilities of the country, and it was of
the utmost consequence, therefore, if
the geological investigation were to be
of any economic value that those mat-

ters should be carefully considere.
In an interview with the Director of the
Geologieal Survey, Mr. Selwyn gave
his concurrence to the views he (Mr.
Mills) had expressed. If the geolog-[
cal survey were to be of any real value
and if the Dominion were to occupy a
moderate, not to say respectable stand.
ing before the civilized world, it wa,
necessary that those scientific subjecv
should be considered in the geologica.
investigation. In view of the action
of Parliament towards the sur-
vey in previous years, the country
was safe against any lavish expendituue
under that head. With regard to the
Museum at Montreal, he assured t1
hon. member for Montreal Centre that
he had no pique against that city. If
the Museum, in so far as it was
public institution, were removed fron
that city, sufficient material would be
left for the establishment of a Museum
there as large as Montreal would
desire. The Direetor of the Geological
reported, however, that there was not
accommodation in the Montreal build-
ing for the collections of specimen
during several years, and that for that
reason they were unavailable. The
Government would be obliged, when
the finances of the country woulJ
warrant the expendi ture, to niake an
outlay somewhere, and the question
would thon arise as to whero the
expenditure for a National MuseII
should be made. It was a mattel
of very great inconvenience to have-
number of officers connected with a
Government departmcnt, over whienl
in order to secure its efficient adminuU.
tration, the Minister should bc enabled
to exorcise some practical supervision
situated 150 or 200 miles from he'
office. In order that that part Of the
Geological Survey might be made
satisfactory.to the public, the National
Museum must be established at the
capital, while the Montreal Museun
might remain in that city and fulfil itS
purpose as an educational agent. The
officers of the survey had been engag d
for years in collecting specimens, anIy
the Department was prepared to sup h
educational institutions thronghoiut he
country with specimens upon aPPlica-
tion being made.

Bill read the second time.

Mr. SCULTZ.
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-RIINAL LAW EXTENSION
BILL.

[BILL No. 23.]

(fr. Blake.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. BLAKE moved the second read-
ng of the Bill to extend to the Province
of Prince Edward Island certain of the
riminal laws now in force in other

Provinces of Canada. le said he did
not deem it proper that Prince Edward
island should any longer occupy the
position it held at the time it eitered
the Confederation. A great many of
thc crimninal laws of that Island were
not even modern English law ; for
example, the punishment for burglary
vas death, and several other criminal

laws werc equally antiquated. At the
same tine, in introducing into an old
-,nd long settld community, where
there was an extensive local magistracy
numbering, he believed, six hundred
and fifty, a fresh code of laws,

as our criminal laws,
ie had tiought it expedient to propose
a somewhat distant day after the Act
was passed, as that upon which it
should go into effect, with the view
that there might be a very full oppor-
:unity given to those called upon to ad-
minister the law to acquaint them-
selves with its provisions. Some years
ago an edition of the Statutes up to
1874 was published and a number of
those 'volumes would be circulated.
The subsequent Acts were few in num-

ver, arid he proposed, in case the mea-
ýUre received the fàvourable considera-
-ion of the House, to cause an equiva-
lent edition Of these few acts to be

l'inted in order that they might be
distributed amongst the Barristers of
tle Island, at the close of the Session,
and then to allow a sufficiently long
fnterval before the law itself went into
operation.

Mr. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.) said ho
Would, with great pleasure, support theBill which the Minister. of Justice

ad introduced. One of the termswith reoar-d to the admission of the
hiand into Confederation provided forthe establishment and maintenance ofPenitentaries; but up to this time, andflarly four years had since passed,

nothing had been done in this connec-
tion, and the whole expense in this
relation had been borne by the
Province. Penitentiary provision had,
however, been made for the other
Provinces; the present estimate for
New Brunswick was some $40,000;
for Nova Scotia, some $28,000; for
Manitoba, some $14,000, and for
British Columbia, some $11,000; but
Prince Edward Island was not includ-
ed in the list. He might be toid that
the Government intended to erect a
Penitentiary for the Maritime Provin-
ces at Dorchester, but he considered
that this would be a very inconvenient
and unsafe location, as the prisoners
must be removed across the Straits,
and passage was attended with very
great difficulties. The expense of
transit would also be considerable.
During the past year, in Queen's
County, the Local Government has
been obliged to expend $11,000 or
$12,000 to increase the size of the
common gaol, and this expenditure
might not have been necessary had the
terms of Union been observed.

Mr. BLAKE: Under the Criminal
Law of Prince Edward Island there
were no Penitentiaries established, nor
any provision for any person being
confined in a Pcnitentiary at all. Until
this law is introduced into the Island,
no local necessity will arise at any
rate for such a question as the hon.
gentleman has put, because until that
time, the old laws of the Province will
remain; and I may say that they wiil
renain for some time. At any rate,
in consequence of the suggestion made,
it would bc premature to introduce
them, and there is now really no duty
incumbent on the part of Canada to
provide for the accommodation of such
prisoners, the duty of Canada being to
provide for Fenitentiary prisoners only.
There are not now, and there will not
be until this Act comes into force, any
Penitentiary prisoners in the Island.
The question, as the hon, gentleman
has put it. however, assumes another
aspect. lie points out the dangers of
crossing from the mainland to the
Island, and the risks the victims of the
country's laws will suffer in being
handed over from the Island to Dor-
chester; but as long as the Island's
parliamentary representatives, and
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mon so valuable as my hon. frend, are
exposed to the danger of crossing the
Straits on either the ice boat or on the
" Northern Light," I shall not feel called
upon to build a Penitentiary to pre-
serve convicts from the same dangers.

IMr. POPE: I alluded to the risk of
escape.

Mr. BLAKE: I thirk that if they
escape, it will be only an escape to a
watery grave. That would be the
principal description of escape, under
those circumstances. I can assure the
hon. gentleman that it would be a very
great economical mistake to think of
such a thing as building a Penitentiary
for the Island. It lias been supposed
to be necessary, and perhaps it was,
owing to the very great distance
from us of Manitoba and Bi itish
Columbia. to put the country
to the enormous expense, as I
mentioned the other day, of building
these establishments in those Provinces,
when a very small number of prisonî-
ers are contined in them; the cost is
appalling, and the proposition-when
there is an easy mode of collecting to-
gether a considera ble number of prison-
ers at a definite place, such as Dor-
chester for the whole of the Maritime
Provinces-of establishing a separate
institution in Prince Edward lsland,
which would entait twice or thrice the
expenditure per head that would be
necessary at Dorchester, is one upon
which, I think, the hon. gentleman will
not, upon consideration, be disposed to
insist. It is in that view, largely in
aun economical view, and also because
better discipline can bc preserved, and
botter reformatory results thus be
obtained, that the Government,
although such institutions exist ·at
Halifax and St. John, are still propos-
ing to abandon them, and have one
institution for the whole of the Mari-
time Provinces--where such numbers
can be collected, as within the limits dis-
cussed the other day, and referrd to by
the hon. member from Charlevoix,
may permit economical and effectuai
administration and reformatory discip-
line. These were views upon whieh,
some years ageo, the determination was
arrived at to have one Penitentiary for
these Provinces, and there is no pro-
bability at all of it being altered. I

Mr. J3LAKE.

have said that no legal claim exists
on the part of the Island for the main-
tenance of prisoners under ber exist-
ing Criminal Law, and because under
this Law there are no PenitentiarV
prisoners. I may add that the Locî
Government- and my experience
does not lead me to believe
that Local Governments in gene-
rai are very apt not to prefer
claims which are tenable or even
plausible,-has not, to my knowledge,
presented any such claim, but I have
thought for some time,--ever since
indeed my attention was attracted
to the position of things in Prince
Edward Island--that there was some
reason for such a claim being present-
ed as to whether Parliament ;might
not fairly be called upon to vote a sur
equivalent to the cost of ma'ntenance
of prisoners who had been sentencel
to terms lenger than two years,-that
being the Canadian termn for Peniten-
tiary prisoners-during the terrm prior
to the establishment of the Dorchester
Penitentiary. Certainly my intention.
in case the Criminal Laws in Canada
should come into force in Prince
Edward Island before Dorchester
Penitentiary is opened, is to propose
to the authorities of the Island an
arrangement for the ma-intenance of
Penitentiary prisoners in the Common
Goal in the meantime, we paying the
expenses of maintenance, as was done
for some time in Manitoba, and as IS
donc to-day pending the opening ot
such an institution in British Colum-
bia. That relates to the future; as
for the past, I say, that there is no
legal claim, but if the Local GovCr-
ment should prefer such a claim, it will
be for the Government to consider how
far they would bc justified in submnit-
ting to Parliament a proposition to
pay the expenses of maintaining )ri-
soners senteneod for longer than two
years' terms during the interval which
lias elapsed between Confederation and
the introduction of the Criminal Law.

Mr. CAMERON asked whether the
Schedule annexed to the Act embracel
the whole Criminal Law of Canada.

Mr. BLAKE: These are the saie
Acts which were applied to British CO-
lumbia on its introduction into Confed-
eration, and I believe that they are
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such Acts as apply to the whole of
Canada. A distinguished legal autho-
rity of Prince Edward Island appeared
to be satisfied with them. I am not
aware that any on the list, applying to
the whole of Canada, are excluded; but
I did not personally go over the Sche-
dule. I instructed the Law Clerks to
adopt the British Columbia Acts, and I
took the means to which I have re-
ferrod, to ascertain whether they would
be satisfactory on the Island.

Bill read the second tine.

LARCENY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

[BILL No. 24.]

(M1fr. Blake.)

SECOND READING.

MIr. IBLAKE said ho had explained,
on the first reading, the object of this
Bill. Representation had been made
to him from several quarters concern-
ing the inconvenience caused by the
omission of the word "sheep" in
lauses having reference to certain

kinds of larceny. H1e intended to
propose to the Committee of the Whole
farther amendments in the law, at the
end of the 4th section, which maçe
three years the maximum punishment
for simple larceny, the old section con-
eerning simple larceny in the Consoli-
dated Statutes of Canada made the
extreme punishment light, and it was
obvious that, in certain cases of simple
larceny, three years was an inadequate
Punishment in itself, and entirely
miconsistent with other portions of the
law. The proposai lie intended to
mriake to the Committee of the Whole
was to substitute seven years as
the maximum punishment instead of
three years.

Bill read the second tine.

OFFENCES AGAINST THE
SON BILL.

[BILL No. 27.]

(Mr. Blake.)

SECOND READING.

PER-

Mr. BLAKE said the object of this
il vas to abolish the punishment of

death,and to substitute as the maximum

punishment imprisonment for life,
with certain other punishments in the
discretion of the Judge, for two classes
of offences for which the sentence of
death was now necessary to be recorded
by the Judge in case of conviction. lis
hon. friend from Joliette had last Session
called the attention of the louse to one
class of cases in which his own experi-
ence as Crown Prosecutor had shown
him the evils resulting from maintain-
ing on the Statute-book the punislh-
ment of death for that offence.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: that
relates to the lst section.

Mr. BLAKE: The lst section: the
one touching assault with intention to
murder. The resultof the maintenance
of the punishment of death for these
crimes of assault, and poison with in-
tent to murder, and for certain offences
with respect to persons under a certain
age, was that, the possibility of the re-
suit of conviction being that execution
would take place, convictions were
more diflicult to obtain than otherwise
would be the case ; and in the experi-
ence of the hon. member for Joliette, it
tended to prevent convictions, while on
the other hand, such convictions were
not, in point of fact, followed by capital
execution or sentence, so that the other
evil existed, of putting a law in the
Statute-book which was systematically
disobeyed. There was a written law,
and at the same time an unwritten law.
Several years ago, the punishment of
death was abolished for this offence in
England, and for many years, the pun-
ishments which he proposed to sub-
stitute here, or punishments nearly
equivalent, the maximum being the
same, were awarded in England for
this offenoe. There was another class
of offence, which the hon. memaber for
Kingston had mentioned sometime ago,
and for which the punishment of death
was the only punishment capable of
being awarded-that of rape. Although
he had not thought fit on this occasion to
propose a further alteration of the law
in that particular, yet he thought
it right to explain, shortly, the reason
why he did not adopt the mode pro-
posed by the hon. gentleman of miti-
gating the penalty of the law, or
rather preferred to put plainly the pun-
ishment of imprisonment for life as the
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maximum penalty in the Statute. He
was quite satisfied that to award, in
the discretion of the Judge, a penalty
of death, was practically to abolish
such penalty of death ; and it seemed
to him useless, therefore, and illogical,
and contrary at any rate to the moving
reasons for this alteration of the law,
that it should nominally award to the
Judge a power which no Judge would
ever exercise.

Bill read the second tine.

INSURANCE ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL

[BILL No. 36.]

(Mr. Cartwright.)
SECOND READING.

Mr. CARTWRIGHIT said the princi-
ple of the Bill met with no opposition

.on the other side of the House, and, as
the details had been fully explained on
several occasions already, ho proposed
to refer it at once to the Banking and
Commerce Committee for any further
modifications, which might then be
suggested and discussed, and, if advis-
able, adopted by the Committee, and
afterwards submitted to the House.
The only alteration of moment in this
Bill, compared with the Bill submitted
last year, consisted in excepting the
operations of companies up to a certain
date. The other alteration of moment
had been inserted chiefly in compliance
with the requests of English companies
doing business in this country. It had
appeared to him, on consideration, that
there could be no opposition to it, and
ho had agreed to it.

Mr. BLAIN said he desired to draw
the attention of the Minister of Finance
to one or two matters connected with
the Bill. The Bill did not now propose,he
believed, as it did, in its most obnoxious
feature last year, to be retrospective.
Last year, when the Bill was under dis-
cussion, the gentlemen who were in
favour of the principle of the Bill, as he
had been himself, considered that one
of its chief features was the 4½ per cent.
clause; and ho was not at ail certain
that this could not be altered with
benefit. -le found thatsome companies
had issued their policies on the basis of
three per cent., and some he was told,
coiputed theim at the rate of 3i per

Mr1. -BLAKE.

cent. and others at 4 per cent. If, there-
fore, the Government persisted in the
4j per cent. clause, it was manifest
that there would not be a sum in this
eountry equal to the amount necessary
to re-insure the policies, and this
seemed to be the whole object of the
Bill. Ho understood that some of the
English companies carrying on busi-
ness in this country calculated the
rate of interest all the way from 3 to
4- per cent., and it seemed to him that
it would be proper for the Minister of
Finance to consider the propriety of per.
mitting these companies to continue to
compute upon the basis of that con-
tract, where the amount was less than
4j per cent. There were several
amendments which he thought would
have to be moved in Committee, and
Le would refer to them when the Bill
came up. 11e had very little doubt
that, when the Bill was passed, a very
considerable number of companies
would withdraw from this country. He
would suggest that the Government
would probably take the whole ques-
tion of insurance and the propriety of
dealing with it as a Government busi-
ness into consideration. The remarks
ho wished to make on the other points
ho would reserve until the Bill vas in
Committee.

Bill read the second tinie.

SALARIES OF JUDGES BILL.
FIRST READING.

Mr. BLAKE moved :
" That the House do forthwith resolve

itself into Committee of the Whole to con-
sider the following resolutions:-

"1. That it is expedient to amend thef
eighth section of the Act passed in the
thirty-seventh year of Her Majesty's reign,
intituled: ' An Act to amend the Act thirty-
sixth Victoria, chapter thirty-one, for the
re-adjustment of the salaries of Judges and
for other purposes' by striking out the words
'for fifteen years' in the said section COn-
tained, substituting therefbr the words 'for
ten vears.' "

"2. Thatit is expedient to provide that
the said anendment shall extend to the
application of the amended section to th'
County Court Judoes in Nova Scotia, by
virtue of the secondeection of'the Actpassed
in the thirty-ninth year of Her Majesty 8
reign intituled : ' An Act to provide for the
salaries of the County Court Judges in tle
Province of Nova Scotia and for other pr.
poses.'"

Motion agreed to.
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(In the Committec.)
Mr. BLAKE said the Committee

would observe that the proposition of
the resolutions was to alter the term
in the existing law when the County
Court Judges could claim the retiring
:dlowance. Some years ago, the
,ion. member for Kingston proposed
the law in regard to the retiring
allowance of Judges, in which it was
provided that County Court Judges
should not be entitled to the allowance
until after fifteen years service, even
in approved cases of incapaeity or ina-
uility to perform the duties. The rea-
son assigned for that was that those
Judges differed from the Superior Court
Bench, since public attention was not
so much drawn to the former
hat there was not so much scru-

tiny exercised by the public to-
wards them, and that some person
imight therefore be appointed who
was unfit for the office and might
shortly afterwards retire on pension.
To prevent such result the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston proposed the measure
accompanied by the limitation stated.
'fbe position taken by the hon. gentle-
nan was not altogether logical, because,
if carried out,it would result sometimes
in the very mischief which it was
designed to prevent, because people
would not complain of a Judge who
was not eligible to retire on the allow-
ance. Notwithstanding that, he felt
there was much force in the observa-
tions made by the hon. gentleman
Opposite in introducing the measure,
and he did not propose to repeal the
safeguard, but simply to modify it by
lrescribimg a smaller term, which
was the same as in the Civil Service,
ten years. Practical experience had
convinced him that the administration
of justice was suffering very much
from the circumstance that the Gov-
crnment was not in a position to
retire Judges disabled by no fault of
their own from discharging their
duties. The shorter term would in a
great measure tend to redress the evils
which existed.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
that, if the hon. the Minister of Justice
had found the administration of jus-
tice Was interfered with, ho did not
<objoct to shortening the period. He

21

was glad, however, that his hon.
friend intended to preserve that line
between the County Court and the
other Judges for obvious reasons,
which it was unnecessary to discuss.

Resolutions ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolutions reported, read the second

time, and concurred in.
Mr. BLAKE introduced Bill (No.

50) To amend the Act 37 Victoria,
chapter 4.

Bill read tte first time.

THE INLAND REVENUE ACT.

RESOLUTION CONSIDERED.

Mr. LAFLAMME moved:-
" That the House go into Committee to

consider the following resolution :-
" That it is expedient to aimend the Act

respecting the Inland Revenue, and to pro-
vide fbr the imposition of a license duty of
fifiy dollars on each importer or nianufac-
turer (not a manufacturer of beer, wash, or
spirits, or a rectifier of spirits) of stille,
worms, fermenting tuns or other apparatus
suitable for the manufacture of beer, wash,
or spirits."

Motion agreed to.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. LAFLANIME said the objeet of
the resolution was, as much as possible,
to check the illicit distillation of
spirits. Most of the stills that had
been seized had been imported from
the United States, and it was proposed
that manufacturers of stills, worms,
&c., should make a declaration as to
the destination of such articles. In-
formation was also to be given to the
officers when the manufacture of any
worm or btill was commenced, which
would constitute a double check on
the use of such apparatus. The measure
was purely preventive, and would tend
to bring about a better observance of
the Inland Revenue Law. The duty
was to be imposed on those who im-
ported the stills, or those who manu-
factured then. It appeared that the
revenue on spirits had fallen off con-
siderably lately. As the consumption
could not have decreased materially,
the reduction in the duty collected
must be attributable to illicit distilling.
After search had been made, it was
found that stills had been imported
from the Urited States secretly, and
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others had been manufactured in like
manner. It was in order to prevent
this practice that it was proposed
to insist that a declai ation should
be made by any party intending
to import or to manufacture a still to
the inspector of the district, and that
a return should also be made of the
destination of the still. The Excise
Officer by this ineans, would always be
able to ascertain what had become of
the still; and it vas thought that this
system would aid in correcting the cvil
complained of, and would render illicit
distillation very difficult, and would
consequently be a benofit to the
revenue.

Mr. ROCHESTER said a common
carpenter coula make a tun or vat for
a brewery or a tannery, but in order to
do this be would have to pay a heiense
fee of $50, ho understood.

Mr. LAFLA MME : No, lie is only
required to make a return as to its des-
tination. There is to bc no duty paid
except the tun or vat is to bc uscd for
the purpose of distillation.

Mr. ROCHESTER said, under these
circumstances, ho had no further objec-
tion. He would only say he was
always very dubious as to anything
emanating from the Department of In-
land Revenue. If the Ilouse had welt
looked into what had transpired before,
there would not have been as much
trouble as there was now, and the Act
would not have been so inoperative as
it was.

Mr. LAFLÀAMME said the officer at
the head of the Department was com-
petent. lie did not deny that there
were defeocts in the law, and in orderto
give effect to the law it was neces-
sary that instructions should be given J
to the officers.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sail of'
course, until the H[ouse saw the Bill,
it could not go into the whole question.
But it should be explained why the
$50 was going to be imposed on nanu-
facturers of machinery. The hon. gen-
tleman said it was for the purpose of
decreasing illicit distillation. le could
not see how the imposition of $50 on the
manufacturers of vats and tuns vould
do this. This $50 was a tax upon the
manufacturer, and would increase the

Mr. LAFLAMME.

revenue to that extent. If the Govern-
ment meant to put a tax on machinerv
all very good. But the reason the hon.
gentleman gave was not suffiient. It
seemed to him that the effect would c
just the reverse of what was intended.
Fifty dollars was a heavy tax upon anv
trade. Of course that $50 must 4e
added to the cost of the article, ani
there would be consequently an i
creased incentive to smuggle fron the
United States, because the articles
could be got cheaper there, the Ameri-
can manufacturers having no tax or
$50 to pay. He thought it important
that the measure should be before the
[[ouse.

Mr. LAFLAMME: I have no obiee-
tion to lot the resolution lie over.

Mr. ROCHESTER said lie was glad
the lion. menber had consented to>
leave the rosolution over. It might b
that the manufacturer who paid $50 for
his license fec would only imake one or
two stills or vats. It seemed perfeedy
clear to him that a man who wanted a
still for illicit purposes wouild go to the
other side for it, where he could g
one cheaper than he could here, and
where he would also be less in 1angr'
of being lracked.

Mr. CAIRTWRiGIIT said unîfortîn-
ately there was evidence of a grea:
many illicit distilleries. The practica.
thing which his hon. friend was deli-
rous of guarding against was the di-
tribution of these vats throughout the
country. The pol)posed Bill was simii
lar to an Englishi Act which hai
proved of service.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI) sai
there was no doubt that these illicit
distilleries ought to be put down with
a strong hand. No legisiation coUL!
be too stringent for this purpos provse,
ing it did not interfere with pe'rsoUUa
liberty. The objection he had to 1t0
Bill proposed was that it would not ut
all effect the object. If lie thought It
would do so lie would support it
heartily.

IHiusc resumed.
Progress reported.
It being Six o'clock,

the chair.
the Speaker ]eft
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After Recess.
SUPPLY.

VII.-LEISLATION.

House resolved itself into Committee
of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

Senate.

40. Salaries and contingent
expenses of the Senate.. .. $50,918

ffouse of Commons.

41. Salaries, per Clerk's esti-
mate ................. . ...... .$59,850

Mr. SPEAKER said an officer had
died during the recess, and, on consulta-
tion with the officers of' the Depart-
ment, they had come to the conclusion
that they could get along very well
withont any re-appointment. There
were nominally two increases in regard
to junior clerks ; one of these was em-
ployed in the Fre'nch Department for a
number of years, being paid by the
day for nearly the entire year, and lie
had concluded that it would be better
to put this officer on the permanent
staff, a saving being thus actually
effected. Another, an old gentleman,
had been employed year after
year, nominally as sessional clerk,
and he had 'decided that in this
case also it was desirable to place him
on the permanent staff at a salarysmaller than the sum he had received
for some years previous. In each
case, a saving had actually resulted.
Ie had endeavoured this Session
to obtain a return to enable
hirun to submit to the House an
exact statement of the financial con-
dition of the Department, but he was
sorry to learn that this was impos-
sible, owing to the rather irregular
inanner in which the accounts hadbeen kept. He believed that, if he
had the accouints before him, ho wouldbe able to show that, notwithstanding
the very material incr'ease in thesalaries, he had succeeded in effectino'
a Very considerable reduction in thoe
total1 uzpondittire.

Vote agreed to.
42. lExpenses of Committees

extra Sessional Clerks, &'., $S,500
21½

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said a re-
duction had been effected in the
expenses of extra Committees. Of
course, as to whether they would keep
within that figure or not would depend
on the number of Committees granted.

Mr. SPEAKER said lie did not
consider the amount appropriated for
Special Committees, $4,000, sufficienl,
and last year this expenditure had
reached the sum of $6,500. le had
endeavoured to cut down the charges
in this connection, but he had found
it to be exceedingly difficult to do so.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that spe-
cial causes had made the expenditure
of last Session heavy. More economy
would probably be shown if the amount
was limited.

Mr. DYMOND said that a great deal
of inconvenience had been experienced
during the last two Sessions in conse-
quence of not having competent short-
hand writers available for Committec
work; and he suggested the employ-
ment, in some of the Departments. of
excellent short-hand writers or report-
ers, of whose services edvantage could
be taken during the Sessions of' Parlia-
ment. Last Session the y had been
obliged to sceure casual assistance in
this relation; and he thought it would
be desirable to take the step whicl he
proposed.

Vote aqred eo.
43. Contingencies........... . 20100

Mr. SPEAKER said the Commis-
sioners, as hon. genitlemen were aware,
were iembers of' the Government wh>
kept a very sharp eye on the expen-
diture.

Mr. MITCHELL said that if' th s
vote had not been expended 1ast year
it would be weil to strike out the itei.

Vote agreed to.
41. Publishing Debates of the

IHouse of' Commons... $15,00(
Sir JOHN A. MAC DONALD: That

item bas been alieady adopted by the
louse.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) said that thc
publication of the debates la-t vear m-
$12,288, and for the previousï yea-
$13,400. Under the present annrrane-
ment, ho thought the aniount woid
not exceed $12,280.

Vote agreed to.
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45. Salaries and Contingoncies
per Sergeant - at - Arms'
Estimate........... $28,850

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said ho was
sorry to state that the major portion
of the total decrease of $6,600-86,000
-was merely a transferance from this
account to the Public Works Depart-
ment, as his hon. frierd the First
}Xinister had mado a contract with the
Water Works Commissioners of the
city of Ottawa. The remainder of the
decrease, 60O0, was caused by the
retirement of a permanent mWsenger.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD
asked whether the maintenance and
repairs of the building were paid out
of the grant of Parliainent, or by the
Board of Works.

Mr. SPEAKER said lie believed that
the larger portion of the expenditure
on the building itself was paid by the
Board of Works, or the Minister of
Public Works.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
his impression was that everything of
this kind was done by the Government,
no money being expended save under
the direction of a responsible
officer of the Governmont. The
Commissioner of Woods and Forests
and of Publie Buildings had everything
of this nature under his charge, and
the money was disbursed on his res-
ponsibility. He suggested to the
Minister of Public Works whether it
would not be well to adopt the
English system. The Palace of West-
minster, as it was called, was supposed
to be the Sovereign's Palace, where
she summoned the Houses to meet her,
and the responsibility of receiving her
and her officers, and of making them
comfortable, was assigned to the
Government as a portion of their
duties.

Mr. MACKENZ[E said that this was
really at present being done. As the
hon. gentleman know, a good deal of
the expenditure about the Buildings of
Parliament had been connected with
the original plan. Such changes as were
material for the final completion of
the Building, and the finishing of' the
front porch, had been effected under
the special appropriation obtained for
this purpose last year. The expense

Mr. Ross.

connectedvith furnishing the Buildings
with water and gas was now takon in
charge by the Public Works Depart-
ment.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is quite right.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the ex-
pense of fitting up the old Library for
the Supreme Court room had been de-
frayed out of the special vote for the
Library and Buildings, but the ordinary
repairs and changes were now, and
would always be hereafter, charged to
the ordinary vote for the grounds and
repairs. The system to which the
hon. gentleman referred ho had hii-
self always advocated, and ho was now
endeavouring to carry it into practice.

Mr. SPEAKER said that this ex-
penditure was entirely under the con-
trol of the Sergeant-at-Arms. It would
hardly work to be compelled to run to
the Minister of Publie Works, or to one
of the Deputies, to obtain authority for
the execution of slight repairs or
changes; but of course, touching any
work of an expensive character, this
ought to te done, as ho believed was
now the case, under the authority of
the Minister of Publie Works.

Vote agreed to.

MISCELLANEOUS.

46. (yrant to Parliamentary
Library, including provi-
sion for Law Books,.........810,000.00
Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he believed

that the provision of a sufficient number
of law books and books of reference for
the Library to be attached to the Su-
premu Court would be a somewhat ex-
pensive matter. He understood that
a very considerable number of books
of reference was required for that part
of the Library.

Mr. BABY asked if anything had
been done towards carrying out the
recommendations of the Committee in

regard to the reorganization of the
Library.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Commei
sion received the Librarian's Report as
to what ho considered necessary in the
way of reorganization. The Libra-
rian's salary had been increased and twO
junior clerks appointed. Mr. Todd W88
of opinion that the staff was amplY S
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ficient tu enable him to conduct the
business. They left it to the Library
Committee, appointed this Session, to
make such further changes as might be
required.

Mr. MASSON said the officers ought
to have been appointed according to
the report of the Committee, which was
to the effect that three competent
assistants should be appointed.

Mr. BABY said he exceedingly re-
gretted that the suggestions niade by
the Committee had not been carried out.
The Committee had investigated the
matter thoroughly and reported what
they thought necessary for the reor-
ganization of the Library. In many
respects the Library was an institution
to be proud of, but in certain depart-
ments it did not compare with other
libraries on this continent. The his-
torical department was lamentably de-
ficient, especially in American works.
Although the Librarian was an accom-
plished and efficient officer, yet ho
could not attend to all the details, and
it was neeessary for the efficiency of
the institution that the recommenda-
tions of the Committee should have
been carried out.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was
unable to understand the ground of the
complaint made by the hon. gentle-
Ian. Was it because the Govern-
ment had not expended enough money,
or because more than required were
not appointed ? They had appointed
only such officers as were reported
necessary for the efficiency of the
Library. The whole question had
been remitted to a Committee of the
Privy Council, and by them arranged
Upon its present basis. The object of
the Government was to secure the
best possible service at the least possi-
ble exPense. Mr. Todd was one of the
mflost efficient Librarians in the world,
and if he had surrounded himself with
an insufficient staff, the Library Com-
'mittee Would bring that to light.

Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD saidhe understood the objection of the hon.
mIembers for Terrebonne and Joliettewas that the report of the Committee
had been adopted by both Houses, and
the Government had disregarded it.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the House
passed no such order. The Committee
had merely expressed an opinion on
the question, and they were not bound
by it. H1e did not wish to shelter him-
self behind the Committee or any one,
but was prepared to accept the respon-
sibility of his action in this respect.

Mr. MASSON said his object was to
say that the hon. Minister of Public
Works had shielded himself behind the
Committee. The hon. gentleman was
so shielding himself.

Mr. MACKENZIE said le really
must object to such observations. He
had no need to shield myself behin1 d
anyone, as he had done nothing wrong.
He would stand by his action.

Mr. MASSON: The hon. gentleman
said he acted on the advice of the
Librarian.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Why not ?
Mr. MASSON: Well, then, the hon.

gentleman is shielding himself behind
the Committee and the Librarian. He
was informed that the Library was de-
ficient in old Canadian works. Now,
the hon. gentleman himself would ad-
mit, that if Canada was to have anv
Library at all, the first effort should
be to obtain works relating to the
country. In the legal department an
assistant conversant with law was re-
quired, to give advice in regard to legal
books. Any one could point out where
particular volumes were to be found,
but more capable help in this particular
branch was needed.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was no
legal knowledge required such as would
necessitate the appointment of a legal
expert. Al that the Librarian and
his assistants had to do was the main-
taining of the Library in proper order,
and seeing that thexe were the proper
facilities for obtaining the books which
might be required by persons who had
a right to visit the Library. H1e under-
stood that the Assistant Librarian waq
a legal gentleman, and probably as
good a constitutional lawyer as some
of the legal gentlemen in the House,
and no doubt he was porfectly able to
discharge his duties. He saw no reason
why the Library should be divided into
classes, and experts appointed for each.
Moreover, the opinion of the Com-
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mittee was not by any means so dis-
tinctly formed as was represented.
The C.ommittee said they were of the
opinion that the Library should be
divided into three departments, viz.,
the general, the French, and the legal,
and that each department should be
under the care and superintendence of
an assistant librarian. These assistants
could be called by any names the
House pleased. But the real objection
seemed to be that, whereas the Com-
mittee recommended three superinten-
dents, the Government had found that
two were sufficient.

Mr. MASSON: No.
Mr. MACKENZIE : And that there

is less expense.
Mr. MASSON : No.
Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-

ment had no object in making only
two appointments but to save the
public money. He believed they had
saved the public money, and that the
work had been efficiently performed.

Mr. BABY said that, despite the
Committee, which had been appointed
to assist in the organization and
management of the Library, the Libra-
rian was the only man who was con-
sultel in the matter. Why should
fifteen members of the House be called
away from th*ir ordinary work to sit
in the Chamber and hear Mr. Librarian
express his views. The tbirty mem-
bers of the Committee had examined
minutely what was necessary, and they
had come to the conclusion that the
Library should b- divided into three
departnents, with an assistant in each
department. The hon. the Premier
said the House had no right to com-
plain when he had decreased the num-
ber of assistants; but it was possible
to deerease the expenditure and impair
the efficiency. le did not, however,
impute any motives to the hon. the
Premier. He hoped that the hon. gen
tieman would come to the conclusion,
when he had read the report of the
Committee, that the Committee only
desired the efficient management of the
Library.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Of course.
Mr. BABY said that, with regard to

class legislation, the House had nothing
to do. Ail that was wanted was that

Mr. MACK:ENzIE.

there should be a person of legal
attainments in the Library. The mem-
bers of the House were law-makers,
and they required some official who
could place in their hands any law
treatise on the subject which they were
discussing. Even the most learned
gentlemen required reference books
somotimes ; and the most trained con-
stitutional lawyers sometimes required
to have their memories refreshed. But
there was not a lawyer in the library.

Mr. MACKENZIE: We will trust
to the hon. gentleman for the law.

Mr. MILLS said the hon. member
for Joliette, would observe, if he looked
at the Bill providing for the mainten-
ance of the Library, that merely the
Li brarian and two assistants were men-
tioned. When the Committee lastycar
recommended three assistants, they
recommended what the law itself did
not permit. It was impossible that
the Government could have imme-
diately carried out the instructions
received from the Committee, even if
they had desired to do so. When the
Committee made their recommendation
it was quite clear that they had not
locked at the Statute. The hon. gen-
tleman had asked that an assistant
should be appointed who should be an
expert in legal mattors. Then why
not appoint an expert in commercial
matters and political economy? In
fac t the legislation was dependent upon
their impressions regarding the com-
mercial and industrial interests of the
country. If the view expected by the
hon. member for Joliette were correct,
the assistants would in themselves form
a perfect encyclopæedia, and they would
supercede the necessity for a Library.
In the department of political economy,
the hon. gentlemen opposite would
want a protectionist, and the hon.
gentlemen on the Government side
would want a free-trader. Instead of
a Library, there would be an universitY
with a staff of professors who would
not be called upon to give statistics,
but who would act as private tutors to
the members, in order to qualify them
for the positions to which they had
been elected.

Sir JOJHN A. MACDONALD said
he was not desirous of destroying tje
ornate appearance of the Library, but,
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as lie understood that it did not hold
the books that were now possessed, he
would like to know whether any
irrangemienflt vas proposed by whieh
ail thq books could bc placod away.
le would ask the lon. the Premier
Vhether there was any possibility ot
the space in the centre being utilized
so as to make rooin for more books.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was a
matter of regret to him that the Library
was not nearly large enough for its
purpose. It vas not until the interior
was nearly completed that the Librarian
called his attention to the fact that it
would not hold more than 80,000
volumes. The side rooms, which it
was intended should be used as reading
rooms. had to be utilized for the storage
of books. The Public Works Depart-
nient took great trouble to re-
tain a not less ornate appear-
ance on the interior than the exterior
presented. Varions suggestions had
occurred to him as to what should be
done in regard to arrangements. The
old Library was turned into the
Supreme Court room, and a passage
was eut from the rear rooms so as to
aifford an entrance into the Library
without passing through the Court
rooM. The Government were unwil-
ling to go to the expense of erecting a
new, building for the Supreme Court
when there was accommodation with-
mn the precincts of the Hoiuse. Per-
haps, some years hence the Court
night be held in some other part of
the building, and thon the present
room might revert back to its original
use as a Library room. Another mat-
ter which should enlist the attention
of the Library Committee was that
fully ten or twelve per cent. of the
1ew works were not books of much
er"vice in such a Library. They were

very useful and very pleasant to the
ordinary public, but they were not
essential in a Parliamentary Library.
It might be advisable that a consider-
able proportion of such books should
he disposed of on that ground, and
that means be taken to prevent the
publie money being invested in books

that class for the future. It would
observed that it was impossible to

extend the new Library without ruin-
irg ifs outside architectural design.
Ilowever ruch it was desirable to

obtain more room, he was sure that
no hon. gentleman with any taste
would be willing that what was
perhaps the most beautiful edifice in
North America should be destroyed.
Althougli the Library had cost a con-
siderable amount of money, he be-
lieved it had caused much pleasure to
hon. members, Canadians generally
and many distinguished foreigners,
who proncunced it one of the most
beautiful buildings they had ever seen.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALDsaid it
was quite true that a number of the
books in the Library were not required
for a Parliamentary Library. Still it
must be borne in mind that we had
nothing like a National Library, such
as the British Museum in England.
The Library here served the purpose
both of a Parliamentary Library and a
Library for the whole Dominion. lie
hoped that some day there would be a
National Library, and then the Parlia-
mentary Library could be confined
more particularly to works of reference
and treatises on general law, constitu-
tional law, political economy, and the
sciences, excluding that branch of
literature known as Belles Lettres, the
books treating on which, would be trans-
ferred to the National Library. But,
until this could be accomplished, it was
necessary to have books. of a general
character. Nevertheless, perhaps many
of the books in the Library could, with
advantage, be replaced by others of a
more useful character.

Vote agreed to.

47. Printing, Binding and dis-
tributing the Laws........

48. To meet the estimated
expenses in connection
with consolidation of the
L aw s..........................

49. Printing, printing paper,
and bookbinding...........

50. Contingenciesofthe Clerk
of the Crown in Chancery

51. Miscellaneous Printing...
52. To mect the expenses in

connection with the care
of Archives..... ............

$14,900

$8,000

$70,000

8 1,200
$2,000

s3,000

Mr. POPE (Compton) said he hoped
that the collection of the papers and
records in question would, in future, be
pursued with diligence, as the matter
was extremely important.
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that he
had brought the question on more than
one occasion under the notice of his
late hon. colleague, the present Lieut-
enant-Governor of Quebec.

Mr. POPE said that, if his hoa.
friend would look over the reports of
1872, 1873, and 1874 on this subject,
he would find a large catalogue con-
cerning manuscripts relating to this
eountry which existed in London and
Paris. Something had been done in
this regard while ho had had the
honour of being at the head of the
Department of Agriculture, but the
work had not been completed. Mr.
Brymner's report would be very useful
for reference.

Mr. BABY said that peoples, like
families, desired to have their records
and archives kept in a complote con-
dition. The Minister of Finance last
year had promised to do everything in
his power to have the papers mentionod
by Mr. Brymner transcribed and placed
in the archives of this country. The
States of the American Union took a
great pride in keeping the records
relating to their early history complote,
and it was a fact that in Boston and
Albany could be found more of the
history of Canada in manuscript form
than could be seen here. He hoped
that some one would be sent to Eng-
land and France to collect the papors
in question.

THE NEW MEMBER FOR
KAMOURASKA.

Mr. LANGEVIN: The newly-elect-
ed member for Kamouraska is waiting
to be admitted and take his seat;
would the First Minister or the Min-
ister of Finance be kind enough to
move that the Committee rise, in order
that this member may be admitted?

Mr. MACKENZIE: This is a rather
extraordinary proposal, and one of
which I have never heard before, but
as the hon. gentleman bas made the
application, I shall not object.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: of
course the newly-elected member bas
a right to take his seat; besides, ho may
wish to say something on the very
questions which are at present under
the consideration of the Committee;

Mr. POPE.

and, of course, the proceedings wii;
only take a few minutes.

House resumed.

NEW MEMBER INTRODUCED.

CHARLES FRANÇOIs Roy, Esq.,Menber
for the Electoral District of Kamour-
aska, having previously taken the oath
according to law, and subscribed the
roll according to the same, took his
seat in the House.

SUPPLY.
louse again resolved into Committee

of Supply.
(In the Committee.)

Vote No. 52 agreed to.
53. To meet expenses in con-

nection with the organiz-
ation of the Patent Record. $7,200

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said lie was
happy to state that, owing to the in-
crease of business, the receipts for the
Patent Record were very respectable,
amounting last year, ho believed, to
$35, 00, more than tlearing expenses
in this connection.

Mr. MITCHELL: What is the ob-
ject of the Record? Is it simply to
keep a list of registrations and of
patents ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is a smali
journal in which are published all the
drawings, and some of the specifica-
tions of patents.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: And
a very valuable record it will be here-
after. I am very glad to hear that the
funds received enable the Governmient
to meet the necessary expenses.

Vote agreed to.
51. l'o meet expenses in con-

nection with the prepar-
ation of criminal statis-
ties.......... .... .......... $5,000

Mr. MACKENZIE said that these
statisties were sent in by the officials
of the various courts, who were remu-
nerated for this work in accordance
with a schedule of fees that had been
adopted by an Order in Council.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) called the
attention of the Governmont to the
importance of making some arrange-
ment whereby statistics of various
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kinds could be collected for the use
and benefit of the country. Anyone
acquainted with the system of statistics
which had been prepared by Edward
Young, Chairman of the Bureau of
Statistics at Washington, would sec how
vastly superior the American system
was, in thisparticular, to the Canadian.
Statistics in condensed form were issued
quarterly from the office at Washington,
informing the country with respect to
the imports and exports, the duties and
debts, and all statistical matters inter-
esting both to legislators and to the
public generally. Statisties of the
the same kind, affecting the Dominion,
could only be found in our Library
after a great deal of research, and he
thought it was desirable that a depart-
ment of this nature should be estab-
lished. He believed that the Chair-
mnan of the Committee had called the
attention of the louse to this matter
last year, and he did not see why some
elerk could not bc instructed to attend
to this particular duty. For instance,
at Washington, in the Educational Sta-
tistical Department, a Commissioner of
Education could, in a few minutes, give
information regarding the state of
education in every State of the Union;
the number of children between
certain ages attending school, and
the number of people in the States,
individually and collectively, who
were able to read or write; and
give a bird's-eye view of the social,
political and moral standing of every
State. If one desired to secure similar
information respecting the Dominion
of Canada, he was obliged to examine
the educational reports of each Pro-
vince separately, and this could not
be done without considerable labour
and the devotion of a great deal of
time to the task. He strongly and
respectfully urged the Government to
secure the services of a competent per-Son, who, at regular intervals during
the year, should issue a volume from
the Department on Trade and Com-
mercial matters, &c., in order that the
House night yearly obtain reliable
and satisfactory statistics of this kind.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he deeply
regretted the omission of the vote for
f4,100,Salaries and contingent expenses

f tistical Office, Halifaxand $1,880,Salaries of 316 Deputy Rogistrars,

Province of Nova Scotia, and allow-
ance for getting marriage returns. The
system in question had been established
previous to the Union, and it had
proved to be very valuable. He hoped
that the Government, before Parlia-
ment rose, would adopt the course they
had pursued last year, and submit
these items to the louse in the Sup-
plementary Estimates.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that, if his
memory did not fail him, notice was
given last year that these items would
not in any likelihood be continued for
another year. There was a great deal
of force in the statement as to the de-
sirability of having such statistics for
the whole Dominion, but their prepara-
tian would involve a very great deal
of labour and expense. He did not
think that they were now, or that
they would be for a very con-
siderable time to come, prepared
to undertake any such work, and
under the circumstances, it did not
appear fair to continue the collection
of a small portion of them in one Pro-
vince. He did not consider it possible
to justify the vote asked for, unless a
general system was adopted, and this
they were not at present in a position
to do.

Mr. JONES said there might be good
reason why the Government was not
prepared to adopt a general system,
but this was no reason why they should
abolish the system already in force in
Nova Scotia. Ie held that this would
be almost a breach of faith with that
Province, necessitating, in addition,
the loss of the services of valuable
officers, and the destruction of a system
which had worked extremely well.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said he quite
agreed with his hon. friend from
Halifax. If t i ere was one thing more
than another to which the Government
should give attention, and one on which
the expenditure of money would be
valuable to the country, it was the
collection of statistics. In almost
every country but Canada, a system of
statistics was in operation. Such a
system, however, could not be per-
fected in a day, and could not be carried
out with a small amount of money. it
was unfortunate, in view of the greut
importance of the subject, that thia

su'pply. Àý;u.pp1Y- 329ý



380 Supply.

Province should not b allowed to carry
out the system until it was extended
over the whole Dominion. If it was
fourid impossible to extend the system
to the Dominion at present, it was no
reason why Nova Scotia should suffer.
He trusted the system would be allowed
to go on for another year.

Mr. CARTWRI[GHT said the Gov-
crnment was not justified in entailing
the expenditure which attached to the
system of statisties at present, and
would not be for a considerab'e num-
ber of years to come. le deeply
regretted that they could not comply
with the request, but ho saw little
chance now of gathering the vital
statisties in sucl a way as to be useful.
To some extent, no doubt, the system

'Of Nova Scotia had been of value, but
it could not be complote and extensive.

Mr. GOUDGE said he was glad the
lion. member for Halifax had brought
this matter to the notice of the Govern-
ment. Because the Government did
not feel able to introduce a general
system, ho did not think that the Pro-
vince should be deprived of a system
Of statisties which, in the past, had
enabled them to arrive at certain data
.and conclusions. It was a step back-
wards, ho thought, for the Governiment
to abandon a system which had
hitherto worked well. Besides, the act
would be regarded as a breach of faith,
:and ho hoped, before the House rose,
some provision would be made in the
Supplementary Estimates for the con-
tinuance of the system.

Vote agreed to.
45. Immigration and Quaran-

tine........................... $120,550
Mr. MASSON said the vote for this

Department was about the same as last
year, and it would therefore appear
extraordinary to every hon. member
that, notwithstanding the continual
roduction in the number of immigrants
coming to the country, the expenses
remained the sane. This was more
striking when it was considered that
last summer an extraordinary event
occurred. Those immigrants whom
we had taken so much trouble and
spont so much money to bring to
Canada were sent back to the
country from which they came by the
Government. Whatever might be the

Mr. POPE.

explanations on this subject, every one
must feel that it was a striking coinci.
dence that at the very moment they
were sponding so much to induce peo
pIe to come here, they wero aiso spendi-
ing money to undo the work they had
been at so much trouble to do. Ie
could understand that, if the Govorn-
ment could explain that the immigrants
were sent here previous to the year
1874, there might be some excuse in
returning them; but i would be withiii
the recollection of every hon. member
who had followed the report of the
Minister of Agriculture, that everv
precaution lad been taken in France
since 1874 to prevent immigrants of a
certain class coming to Canada, and that
the Immigrant Agent, against whon a
great deal was at ono time said, hai
taken every precaution to send a pro-
per class ot immigrants here. He had
even made every man desiring to come
here sign a paper indemnifying the
Government against any accusation of
having been misled in coming to Cana-
da. Under the circumstances ho would
like to know how the Government hiad
decided upon giving such a blow to ou
whole system of immigration as to
pay money to send 230 persons
back to the country from whence
they came. Hle hnderstood the
difficulty there existed in obtaining
immigrants fron France. The French
people did not generally enigratc;
they did not like to leave thei r country,
and it was only in times of political
commotion, or similar excitements,
that they could be induced to emigrate,
and it was not likely, in ordinary times,
that that people would pay great attel-
tion to the representations of the cmi-
gration agent. The field for emigrants
in Europe was, on account of pecuiar
circum.stances, becoming temporarily
exhausted, and it was time took
to othor countries for the SUPPly
of population for Canada. They should
look around, and sec whether there was
a fieoi noarer our border which mnight
be more productive in this respect thnfl
Europe. Two years ago ho introduced
a motion into the louse to bring about
the repatriation of our fellow-country-
men who had emigrated to the United
States. At that time ho met witj
rather a severe rebuke from certaifl
members,and, unfortunately,sOmO frol
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the 1Provice of Quebec ; but ho was
,lad to see that a strong reversion of
feeling on that subject had taken place.
There was a feeling now in favour of
repatriation, and the Canadians across
the border, having observed this dispo-
sition, were inclined to avail themselves
( the opportunity to return to their
future country. The report of Mr.
Lalime stated :

" Wheni 1 enteredl on miy duties on the
22nd of April, 1875, the advantages whieh
Manitoba bas to offer to emigrants were not
known, and in the United States there was
but little said about emigrating in the direc-
tion of that Province. The Canadians of
Worcester, Mass., where I reside, had alone
taken the initiative of such a movenent, and
I should add that in several other centres of
Can adian population, where the question h ad
ben somewhat agitated, the people were
guit opposed to an ernigration towards the
Canadian prairies. But, when the news
spread that vour Government intended ser-
iously to direct towards Manitoba a stream
of Canadian emigration, and it was seen in
operation, opposition ceased and the news
w'as received witl satisfaction."

This report was a justification of the
position he took on this question two
Sessions ago. If steps in this direction
had been taken when the depression
tirst came upon the United States, the
resulits would have been very gratify-
ing. Thore was no botter class of
immigrants for this country than the
Canadians, Irish or French, who were
compelled some years ago to emigrate
to the United States. It was gener-
ally conceded that agriculturists were
specially needed for Canada. On that
point Mir. Lalime said -

"The Canadian population of New Englands ssentially suited to colonise Manitoba; it
s made up of the Canadian, French and
Anglý1o-Saxon raes,,, an(l is aliinost entirelv

nmposed of agrictlturists"a

The efforts so fi in the direcLion of
epatrtiation had beon so successful

ihat during the last season 350 French-Caiadiai1S_ residling. in the United
States were sent to Manitoba. iNotvith-

ajding the risk and the difficulty they
lad on Lake Superior, and th fact
that some of them arrived late in the
ountry, they were not discouraged
and thcy were all satisfied with the
*Ountry and had urgcd their com-
latriots in the United States to followthem. le knew of a gentleman who

was going to the United States, at his
own expense, to find as many e migrants
as he could for the North-West. A

i great many French-Canadians in the
United States wished to go there, and
they only required sone one who
knew Manitoba to go to them and
encourage thcm. Ho was not speaking
of French-Canadians in the United
States only. He understooà. a large
number of the Irish people wished to
take the same stop. He did not agree
with the opinions of the hon. member
for Lisgar, inasmuch as that bon.
gentleman was opposed to what might
be called" national " establishments or
settlements. It was quite natural that
a body of people going to, what was to
them a foreiga country, should desire
to live together. It was very advisa-
ble to set apart one or two townships
for French immigration, and he hoped
the Government would not change
the system it had adopted in this res-
pect. As a proof of the neccssity
of the Government apportioning cer-
tain districts or townships for the re-
ception of bodies of people of the samé
nationality, he referred to the
proposal of a member of the Swiss
Legislature on this subject. In fact,
ho thought it impossible to obtain any
considerable emigration from any one
country unless there was a hope of all
the emigrants being near to each other.
The proposal of the Swiss emigrants
might be somewhat extraordinary, but
he thought it might be modified so as
to be acceptable to the Government.
He did not speak in a hostile spirit to
the Government, but at the same time
be thought the Governmeit ought not
to take credit for what had been donc
in sending a large number of French-
Canadiansto the Provinco of Manitoba,
because be believel if they h:pl not
been pushed they would not have
donc it.

Mr. MACKENZIE We all amit
the lion. gentleman frightenei us into it.

Mr. MASSON : I do not think the
lion. gentleman is frightened by any-
body except his own supporters. In
deference to the hon. member for
Chateauguay, the Nestor of the House,
and fearing evil consequonces, the Gov-
ernment had to adopt aimost the same
proposition as I myself made.
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the French
who had conc from France, and over
whom the difficulty occurred, were not
as desirable a class of settlers as was
possible. A considerable number of
them had to be sent back to Paris. le
agreed with the last speaker that the
movement in France was very liable
to degenerate into abuse ; but the
moment the true state of affairs came
to the notice of the Government, they
stopped it. Unfortunately a great-deal
of money had been spent in this way.

Mr. POPE (Compton): How many
were sent back? è

Mr. CART WRIGHT said he believed
230 were sent back, the expense being
$22 per head, amounting to something
over $5,000 in all. He entirely agreed
with what the hon. member for Terre-
bonne had said about it not being the
business of the Government of Canada
to pay for people coming out here, and
then to pay their expenses back if they
did not like the country. A consider-
able amount of money had been spent
by the Government for the purpose of
inducing immigration into Manitoba.
The aggrogate amount per head was
calculated at $26, which was somewhat
considerable. There was no doubt that
the great depression which had extend-
ed all over North America had tended
to considerably decrease the number
of immigrants. Nevertheless, a great
number had been reported as having
settled in Manitoba during the past
year. Looking at the amount expend-
ed on behalf of the Mennonites and Ice-
landers, and considering the circum-
stances, it could not be said that im-
migration had been abandoned. He
agreed that it was desirable to encour-
age the agricultural class, and not the
mechanical class, as the wants of the
country, as to the latter class, were
already amply supplied. Judging by
the experiment with the Icelandie
population, he saw no objection to
setting apart a reasonable portion of
land for persons of French-Canadian
extraction who might wish to settle
together.

Mr. JETTÉ said he wished to sustain
what the hon. member for Terrebonne
had said with reference to tho Canadian
agent in Paris. That gentleman had
taken the greatest care to send out to

Mr. MAssoN.

this country only such emigrants as
were suitable. If ho were deceived in
some cases it was not his fault. Whon
he (Mr. Jetté) was in Paris two or
three years ago, he had occasion to see
some of the correspondence on the sub-
ject, and he could bear personal test.
mony to the care which the agent tookz
in only encouraging those to come who,
were suitable to the wants of tho
country. Some accusations had been
made against that gentleman, he being
charged with not being sufficiently
careful what class of people he sent
out on account of his getting so much
per head; and therefore he thought it
his duty to make that statement.

Mr. MASSON: The hon. gentleman
may add, I think, that the agent in
Paris bas rocommended that the system
of giving so much per head should be
abandoned.

Mr. PALMER said the vote asked
for in connection with immigration
was excessive, and it was not desirable
that the policy of maintaining the ex-
penditure at a high figure should bo
longer continued. It was no doubt
important that during prosperous
times, when there was abundant work
and large public undertakings under
contract, a liberal immigration policy
should be pursued; but it was unwise
to continue the system in full operation
in the present dull times, when the
Minister of Finance had announeed a
considerable deficit and additional taxes
were about to be imposed. He did not
charge the Government with being
responsible for the existing system,
which required to be changed. The
immigrants would constitute the saine
class of labour as that which was now
unemployed in the cities. Many per-
sons attributed that distress to the
policy of the Government, but, what-
ever was the cause, it was useless to
bring into the country people who
had no means and who could only be
sustained by the capital at present il'
it. The immigration vote should be
regulated ea'h year by the needs of
the country, and this year it should be
reduced to a very smail amount.
When the statement was made that
twenty thousand people had settled il
the country within a recent period it,

should be remembered that with the
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nresent scarcity of labour, they would
bave displaced an equal number of
persons fornerly employed. The
'oposed vote of $230,000 could bo
educed by three-fodrths, without injury

to the country.
Mr'. CARTWRIGIT said a portion

of the proposed vote was connected
with quarantine and protective mea-
sures for the publie health, while
$ 187,000 properly belonged to immi-
rration, of which a very large amount
was required to meet the expenses of
the Mennonite colony in case they
chose to avail themselves of the con-

tract or stipulation they lad made
with the Government. The question of
the possible reduction of the amount for
c aigration travelling agents and others
was now engaging the attention of the

Govern ment; if thev were able to effect
a reduction, they would be glad to do)
so. No doubt, iii times like the pise,
it was not desirable to encourage any
immnigration other than agrictultura!,
for which, nevertheless, there was in
certain portions of the countrv a1 con-
siderable demand, which was likelV
tO continue so, and also for certain
classes of domestic servants. The
proposed vote showed a considerable
reduction, as conpared with the
amount granted last yeur.

Mr, POPE asked the number of*Can-
adian emigration agents in -Europe.

Mr. BURPEE said there were thir-
teen.

Mr. POPE enquired whether the
GTovelriment proposed to change the
arrangement made with the Mennon-
ites, which only extended to the years
1874-5-6.

Mr. nURPEE said it was not intend-
ed to change the system at present in
force.

Mr. POPE said the time for which
the arrangement was made had ex-
pired.

Mr. BURPEE said he thought that
was not the case.

Mr. POPE enquired if the Govern-
Ment had made any arrangement
with the steamship companies for re-
duced passage rates for immigrants.

Mr. BURPEE said the cxisting
aIrrangement was being continued.

Mr. POPE said the arrangement
was that up to 1876 immigrants should
come out at the rate of $30 per hend;
from 1876 the rate would be $40 per
head, to be extended until 1882, if 1,he
Government thought proper.

Mr. BURPEE said further explan-
ations would be given.

Mr. POPE asked if Shipping Agents
on the other side of the Atlantic were
employed by the Gover'nment as
Emigration Agents, and if so, what
was their remuneration.

M1-r. i>URLPEE said they had a per
capita allowance.

M r. POPE: Then they are cm ployei.
Mr. BURPE7 E: No specia! employ-

ment is given them.

Mr. POPE said that ac.cording to
Mr. Klotz's report of 1876, a large
body of people in Russia composed of
Mennonites, Catholics and Jews were
about to emigrate. In his report Mr.
Klotz said:-

Besides the so-called Mennonite emigra-
tion from Russia, a large Gerinan enigration
from Eastern Russia, along the Volga, is to
take place. The denominations of these peo-
ple are Catholics, Lutierans, and sonv
Mennonites. This imnpending emigration is
said to be of very great dimensions. Dele-
gates froi these sections were here at Ham-
burg in July last on their wav to theBrazils.
Withî great ditticuht I had several interviews
with said delegates, with the otject of indiîu-
ing them to pay a visit to Canada, which,
after frequent interviews, they promised to do.
The particulars of said interviews, and how
a large share of said imrpending enigration
inay likelv be secured to Canada, I have
comnn)fihicated to the Department at Ottawa,
through the London Agency under date 21st
August, 1876.''

le desired to inquire whether any
arrangement or representation had
been made by the Government to in-
duce those people to emigrate .to this
country.

Mr. BURPEE said no arrangement
had been made.

Mr. POPE said the late Government
determined to make the experiment as
to what could be done in the direction
of inducing emigrants to settle in Can-
ada. A considerable number of agents
were sent to Europe, as it was neces-
sary that the Dominion should become
as widely known as possible, at the
same time he felt that in a f'ew
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years a smaller number of agents
would be necessary, when the most
efficient men would be retained.
At that time, labourers were re-
quired who could obtain employ-
ment at the large public works then in
progress. But the position of the
labour market in this country had
changed; nevertheless the Publie Ac-
counts would show that the expendi-
ture by the late Government at the
time to whieh ho referred was only
$4,000 more than the Estimate for this
year. Practically therefore, there had
beeii no reduction effected by the pre-
sent Goverament. In 1872 the
expenditure of the Dominion tir
immigration purpose.s amounted to
$126,124, and the number of immi-
grants brought into the country was
about 34,00o, costing something liko
83.50 per head. Feeling the necessity
of increasing their exertions iii ihis
Department, the late Government 1:1d
employed a larger force of agents ii
1873, and the actual înumnber of' imm-
grants who came from Europe during
that year vas 42,000, costing $3.60 per
head. In 1874, and the result in that
Vear had been affected by the work
I)erformed during the preceding year,
the number of European immigrants
was 25,000, and the cost, under the
administration of the present Govern-
ment was $10.50 per head. In 1875,
the immigrants numbered 18,000, and
the cost was no less than $16.50 per
head. In1 1876 the immigrants from
Europe numbered about 14,000, and
the actuaL cost was $20.60, so that tb
cost had been quadrupled since 1873.
This was the manner in which hon.
gentlemen opposite managed this De-
partmen t. le had no complaint to make
against the policy of ihose hon. gentle-
men becausethey had generally pursued
the same policy as the late Admiiis-
tration, but, whencver they had made
a change, it did not last ov-er one year,
and the results were disastrous. The
Agent-General, with all bis parapher.
nalia, had been most exponsive; but
this officer had orily followed out his
instructions. le thought that the
Agent-General, who ho presumed I'ad
done the best ho could, had been
treated most unfairly. That official had
been landed as the best mai that could
possibly be found for the puirposes i he

Mr. POPE.

Governnent had in view, and great
things were expected of himi; b1U
nevertlieless, about the 14th of last
February, as soon as Iou-e met, he ws
Most cavalierlv disimissed.

Mr. MACK ENZ[E: le vas iot di,-
muissed.

Mr. POPE: It was tanîtamnount to
dismissal.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No, it wis not.
Mr. POPE said that the ex-Agent-.

Geneoral had been extravagantly prai-
ed. Iii fact they were tokt that ho had
wr:tten a book.

Mr. MITCHELL: Two or tlrece 4
themn.

Mr. POP E thought that the fault had
not lain vith the ex-Agent-General, but
w-ith the management of the Depart-
nient here. Immigrant agentshad not
been kept at their work; they did not
know wlat they had to do. aid the
iai no partieular istitructious. This

lie saw was the case when he was in
L ndon. The ex-Agent-General had
received very valuable assistance frmn
the lon. Mr. Macdougall; and in fact
he believed that the former couldi have
accomplished nothing without the lat
ter's aid. It had been stated in a cor-
tain newspaper that Mfr. Macdougal!
h ad been unnecessarily kept in the pay
of the' Department foi' seven or eight
months, but this w'as wholly due
to the presenît Administration.
Mr. Macdougall's engagement ex-
pired before the late Governeint
resigned, and he iad to returil to
London to have his aeounts audited
and settled. Mi. Macdougall had beel
employed to encourage emigratioli
from Norway and Sweden to this
country, and he stated in bis repOrt
that emigrants could be readily seit
out in sailing vessels at $7 per head
if the Government would pay one-
half of the passage money, which had
previously been very high. lie also
made arrangements with vario'-
steamship lines in this conicction.
The present Government were en-
tirely responsible for keepilg
Macdougali in London for seveï,
eight imonths after the termi of
engagement had lapsed.

3fr. MACKENZIE: Hear, hear.
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Mr. POPE said the hon. gentleman
eielaimed "l Hear, hear ;" but they
could not have done without the ser-
rices of Mr. Macdougall, as the ex-
Aaent-General knew nothing at the
tiine about his department, or about
the system of emigration.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Mr. Maedougall
gave no assistance.

Mr. POPE said that he knew botter
than that, because he had seen the con-
trary when in London, where he had
met Mr, Matson, the agent sent to
replace Mfr. Macdougall, doing nothing
-without instructions and without ad-
vice, though anxious to know what ho
was to do. And Mr. Matson was not
alone in this plight; all the other officers
had the same difficulty. The system
was good enough, but it had been badly
ianagced. He wished to be particu-
Iarly understood to declare that the
expenditure on 42,000 immigrants in
1873 was not $4,000 more than the
estimated expenditure of these hon.
gentlemen for the current year, for
which they claimed a reduction of
$60,000, while the expenditure on
14,000 immigrants during the last two
yearshad been considerably more than
it bad been on 42,000 immigrants, who
arrived in Canada during the last year
Of fle existence of the laie Adminis-
tratioi. le considercd himself en-
tirely responsible for the arrival of
all the Mennonites who had come to tiis
country, bringing with them something
OVer $600,000 in monev, and he hoped
that the immigration of this valuable

ass or people, would bc fostered.
ihey had settled on the prairies,
and were found to be very successful

and very prosperous, and' to have a
very large extent of land under culti-
ation. le was delighted to learn

that the French-Canadian repatriation
stheme had been attended with good
results. He had warmty promoted it,
having sent Rev. Mr. Geniron through
the -United States to encourage it. Re-
patriation had cost about $17 per head,
while the expenditure on the Mennon-
ites who came from Russia, had
amounted to about $20 per head. Ie
5hw that one agent was stationed at
Chicago, and this person, judging

f1 is report, had done nothing at
al; and another at Detroit, who had

also effected nothing, thougli ho
had expended a considerable sum
of money. When in office, he had
examined into the question of sending
paid agents to the Western States, and

e had come to the conclusion that it
would be useless. The Americans
would feel that these men had no busi -
ness to be there, and would obstruct
their operations; while, on the other
hand, he could well afford to pay a cer-
tain sum per head for ail persons in-
duced to emigrate thence into Canada,
Ie thought that the Government had
done a great deal to retard immigra-
tion. Immigrants required work, and
desired to go to a prosperous country,
and the Government had broken down
the manufacturing interests of the
Dominion. In 1873, ho had found the
factories and manufacturing establish-
ments of Western Canada filled with
immigrants lately arrived from Great
Britain, but to-day this was no longer-
possible. Factories were either closed,
or run at a loss, and all this tended to
retard immigration. Again, ierchants
were abandoning our principal cities
in consequence of the commercial
policy adopted by the Administration,
and seekinc New York, and we were
being taxed to bring immigrants into
the country while the Government
were practically sending people out of
it. lie hoped that the hon. gentleman
at the head of the Administration
would do better, and that the Govern
ment would come to their senses. Whiat
would Montreal, Hamilton and Quebee
Centresay when it vas found that
immigrants were to bc brought at
great expense into the country, while
its own people were being driven out of
it. Under ordinary circumstances, if he
was aware there would be even reason-
ably decent management and there
was any indication of the hon. gentle-
men opposite coming to their senses,
he would entrust them with this money
with great pleasure. But, on witness-
ing the feeling from one end of the
country to the other, that the Govern-
ment were not to be entrusted with
this expenditure of money, he would
be committing alnost a dereliction of
duty if he supported this vote. HIow-
ever, ho was inclined to trust thom a
little longer as ho saw a disposition to
" liark back " in the lion. the Finaneo
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Minister. Canadian immigrants oughi
to be brought into Canada; there was
no reason for the distress which pre-
vailed except the policy ot the Govern-
ment. In the expectation that the
hon. gentlemen opposite would do
right in this matter, and endeavour to
find employnent for the immigrants,
le would favour the vote, although he
would like more definite answers than
he had received to his questions.

M1r. CAITWRIGHT said the Gov-
ernment were very deeply indebted to
the hon. member fbr Compton for the
generous and unstinted support;he was
willing to give them on this question.
le was sensible how large a sum would
be put at their disposa], and how long
they would retain this vote could the
hon. gentleman do anything to deprive
them of its management. He was
really surprised to hear a gentleman of'
such good sense as the hon. inember
for Compton insinuate that the Gov-
ernment were to blame for the de-
pression existing in the country. They
wcre no more responsible for it than
the late Administration were for the
commercial prosperity which existed
for some time while thev were in
power. It was ridiculois to hear any
gentleman contend or insinuate that
the late Government was the cause of
the prosperity; they had just as much to
do with it as any other set of flies on a
wheel, and no more. It woutld be well,
however, to compare their expenditure
in this respect with that of the late
Government. In 1873-4 the expendi-
ture was $327,000, whereas the
amount now asked for was $220,000.
Of this, $43,000 was for quarantine
nd purposes of health, and another
Lge portion of the sum was on ac-
cotint of the Mennonite immigrants
for which the lion. menimber for Comp-
ton was responsible. He would ask
hon. gentlemen opposite if itwere such
a serious thing not to bring immigrants
to the country. If the Goveriment
were responsi ble, as the hon.gentleman
alleged, for the state of the country,
what would be said of the Goveonrmeit
who ruled Canada from 1860 to 1870,
when he told the House that during
that decade no less than 370,000
Canadians removed to the United
SLate. 11; was not goin to
enter into a comparison of the

Mr. Pori.

state of the country then and now, but
ho could tell the hon. gentlemen
opposite that the Government had
nothing to fear from such a comparison,
and that, if there was any deficit, it was
not one-third of the deficits which used
to prevail during the the term of the
late Administration.

Mr. POPE (Compton): The hon,
gentleman supported that Adminiïj.
tration.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he sup-
ported them because he believed their
policy was for the best interests of the
country; but,when he found out that the
contrary was the fact, ho withdrew his
support and gave full and fair notice
of his intention and reasons for doing
so. There might be somethig in
what the hon. gentleman had sail as
to the desirability of reducig the ,ah
aries at certain of the agencies, and, if
the Government could sec their wav
to dispense with the services of certain
gentlemen, no doubt they would be
happy to do so. He must protest
a(rainst the assumption that, because
in times of great prosperity a large
nuinber were likely to emigrate to the
country, it was therefore fair to take
the per capita standard and estimate
the work of the Department. The
time night come, and he hoped it was
not fl'ar distant, when we would requiru
considerable immigration, and if thev
utterly broke up the system it wolki
be difflicult to restore it to efficient
working order. Ie therefore thought
that the best plan for the Governmenlt
to adopt was to look carefully into al
these expenses, to reduce where they
could, to diminish the number oF
travelling agents if it appeared theY
were not doing good service, &c. Thà!
tho Government were fully prepari
to do, and any suggestions the hon.
gentleman might make in that directi l
would be cheerfully received and Cflca

fully eonsidered.
Mr. PALMER said he could not

allow the declaration of the Finance
Minister, to the effect that the Govern-
ment had nothing to do with the de-
pression or prosperity of a countr'y, t
go abroad without entering a protest. If
that was the case they could sav
money at least by reducing the e
penses of administration. û ha'
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always been under the impression that
the condition of a country depended
largely on the administration of public
affairs. The moment a Government
confessed itself powerless to prevent
depression or ameliorate a bad con-
(lition of affairs it abrogated its fune-
tions. At one time there was a cry
raised by hon. gentlemen on the Min-
isterial benches that the late Adminis-
tration was injuring Canada, but it
vould appear from the statement of

the hon. the Finance Minister, that that
was sinply a party cry, and that
Government could do nothing to effect
a return of prosperity. He did not
think that better times were to be
brought about by immigration; the
first requisite was to profitably employ
the people at present in the country.
If the hon. the Minister of Finance
could effect the reductions he had
suggested, it would be a step in the
right direction, and, notwithstanding
the hon. gentleman's declaration, would
aid in the return of prosperity. He
thought some little injustice was being
donc to St. John in not allowing the
immigrants there the benefit of a
chaplain and a matron, as was the case
at Halifax.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he hoped the debate would be ad-
.lourned, as there were several hon.
gentleen who wished to speak.
Besides, the hon. the Minister of
Customs had promised further inform-
ation in regard to the item.

House resumed.
Pro'ress reportea.

House adjourned at
Fifteen minutes after

Eleven o'clock.

RLOJSE 0F COMMONS.

Wednesday, 28th Feb., 1877.
The Speaker took the chair at Three

o elock.

BILLS INTRODUCE D.
The followving Bills were severally

Ititrodueed and read the first tinie.
Bi1l (No. 51) To Extend the Powers

Of the Montreal Loan and Mortgage
CIlnpanly-(Mr. Bolton.)

22

Bill (No. 52) To further amend the
Act to incorporate the Canadian Mu-
tual Marine Insurance Company-(Mr.
Donville.)

Bill (No. 53) To make further provis-
ions for the establishment and manage-
ment of Building Societies in the Pro-
vince of Quebec-(Mr. Jetté.)

Bill (No (54) To authorize the con-
struction of Waterworks by Joint
Stock Companies-(Mr. Jetté.)

PRISON DISCIPLINE BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. BL&AKE, in introducing a Bill
(No. 55) To make further provhiin for
improvements in prison discipline, said
the purpose of the Bill was to apply to
prisoners in the Central Prison iii
Toronto that provision of the law which
authorized in cases of good behaviour
and industry a remission of the sen-
tence by one-sixth. The Bill certainly
appeared to make a difference betwCCn
Ontario and the other Provinces in
this respect, but it was to be remem-
bered that the Central Prison was a
prison of a different character to
an ordinary common jail. It was, in
fact, intermediate between a common
jail and a Pen itentiary. The Act would
apply to the Province of Ontario as
soon as the rules and regulations of the
prison made by the Lieut.-Governor
should be submitted to and approved of
by the (overnor-General iii Council ;
and, in order to make no difference
between Ontario and the other Pro-
virces, the Bill provided that the pro-
visions of the Act referred to could be
applied to the other Provinces so soon
as they should have a prison of similar
character to the Central Prison, the
rules of which had been approved of by
the Governor in Council. le had not
overlooked the fact that itwas thought
that on the whole the terms of impris--
onment were quite short enough,
as the maximum term of impris-
onment in the Central Prison
was two years. He had thought
it well to make a provision in the Act
by which, in case a Judge thonght that
a prisoner should not escape the maxi-
mum term, he could sentence him to
two years and four months, so that in
the event of good behaviour the prisoi -
er would suffer no less than two years'
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imprisonment, and in the event of a
tendency to behave badly the prisoner
woull have the inducement of a re-
mission of four months of his sentence
if he behaved himself well, which he
thought would be more effectual in
making prisoners orderly than the fear
of the dark cell.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he approved of the principle of the
Bill. but ho had a difficulty with regard
to the provision giving power to the
Judge to give prisoners a sentence over
one-sixth longer than ho really in-
tended to inflict. Ho thought that the
Judge would do that on the second con-
viction only, and when a party had
once been in a Penitentiary it was quite
clear that the only interest ho would
have in behaving well and reducing his
term would be for his own comfort, so
that his good bchaviour would be no
evidence of his reformation. The ob-
ject of the Bill would therefore be lost.

Mr. BLAKE said it seemed to him
they would come nearer to a simil-
arity of punishments throughout the
Dominion by giving the Judges the
power to add one-sixth, not in all
cases, but when they considered the
probability of the prisoner by good
behaviour reducing his term to its
ordinary extent. With reference to
second convictions, it was rather im-
portant that those convicts supposed
to be more hardened than the others
should not be rendered desperate by
the solitary cell, the privation of lux-
uries, etc., but shoulf have the benefit
of the same humanizing influences as
on the first conviction. The Government
had another thing in view besides the
reformation of the prisoner, viz., the
good of the institution itself.

Bill read thefirst time.

GAMBLING IN PUBLIC CONVEY-
ANCES BILL.

FIRST READING.

ir. BLAKE in introducing a Bill
(No, 56) For the prevention of Gam-
bling Practices in certain public con-
veyances, siaid his attention had been
called by the managers of certain
large railways to the necessity of
having a law provided for the speedy

Mr. BLAKE.

bringing to justice and punishment of
three card monte men. This Bill was
designed for that purpose.

Bill read the first time.

POST OFFICE IN ST. ROCH.

QUESTION.

Mr. TIIIBAUDEAU asked whether
it was the intention of the Government
during this Session to put a sufficient
sum in the Estimates to build a Post-
office at St. Roch, Quebec ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is not the
intention of the Government to ercct a
second Post-office in the city of Quebee.

THE TRENT WORKS.

QUESTION.

Mr. BERTRAM asked whether it
was the intention of the Government
to retain control of the Trent Works,
or if any arrangement had been made
to hand them over to the Ontario
Government ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: No such
arrangement has been concluded, but
the matter is under consideration.

EXEMPTION FIROM DUTY.

QUESTION.

Mr. DOMVILLE asked when the
roof tendered for under date, 7th Sep-
tomber, 1874, was delivered at Halifax;
if such roof was admitted free of duty;
if not, did the Phoenixville Iron Works
(Clarke, Reeves & Co.) pay the duty?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Up to that time
and some time afterwards, all articles
brought in for the railway we
admitted free of duty. Last year,
however, the duties had to be paid
whether the goods were brought in' by
the Government or by private persons.
The roof referred to was brought il
under the old rule-duty free.

Mr. DOMVILLE: The hon. the
Premier has not mentioned the date
on which the roof was delivered at
Halifax.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I did not observe
that part of the question, but il Il
inform the hon. gentleman to..morrow.
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PROTECTION OF FISII.

QUESTION.

Mr. BROUSE asked whether the
Government had taken any action to
secure assimilation with the United
States respecting the protection of fish
along our joint rivers; would the
Canadians be prevented using nets to
eatch fishl along the north side of the
1iver St. Lawrence between Cornwall
and Gananoque, while the Americans
on the south side of the same territory
were persistently netting and destroy-
ing the fish ?

MUr. MACKENZIE: The Government
has had correspondence with the
Federal Government, but not with the
State Governments. At present no
assimilation has been obtained.

CARILLON DAM.

QUESTION.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) asked
at what time the contractors of the
Carillon Dam and works were to have
completed them, and what progress had
been made ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said he believed
the time expired some months ago for
the completion of these works. It was
difficult, in answer to a question and in
a few words, to state the progress that
had been made. The foundation of the
whole dam was laid, and perhaps the
most difficult portion of the work had
bec completed, but not more than
one-fourth or one-fifth of the dam was
completed.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

MESSAGE FROM MIS EXCELLENCY.

Mr. MACKENZIE delivered a Mes-
sage from Ris Excellency the Gover-
nor General.

Mr. SPEAKER read the Message,
which is as follows:
"DUFFERIN,-

"The Governot General transnits to thelouse of Commons further correspondence
vln reference to the construction of thenadian Pacific Railway.
"GOVERNMENT HoUsE,

4 OTTWA, 16th February, 1877."

FORM OF PUTTING QUESTIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it my duty
to say that the way some hon. mem-
bers put their questions is not the
proper way. It is the rule of the Im-
perial Parliament-a rule which is
very strictly carried out there, and
ought to be carried out here-that no
question should contain any matter
that might possibly be the subject of
argument, and no assertion cither
directly or indirectly. In the question
put by the hon. member for South
Grenville to-day, that gentleman vio-
lated this rule, though not very
strongly. It asserts that the Ameri-
cans on the south side of the St. Law-
rence are "persistently netting and
destroying the fish." That might be
a question of fact or a question of
argument. In the Imperial Parlia-
ment any question that might possibly
lead to argument is not allowed to go
on the notice paper; in fact the Clerk
of the House makes all questions con-
form to this rue before they are placed
upon the paper.

THE GEORGIAN BAY BRANCH

MOTION FOR REPORTS-.

Mr. McCARTHY moved for a oopy
of all Reports or statements made as
to the construction or attempted con-
struction of the Georgian Bay Branch
of the Pacifie Railway, under contract
by the Hon. A. B. Foster; as also al'
correspondence between the Hon. Mr.
Foster and the Government as to the
said contract, or the work done there-
under, or the failure to perform the
same, any Departmental Orders or
Orders in Council passed as to the
matter of the said Public Work, especi-
ally the order as to the cancellation of
said contract; together with a state-
ment of the service or services for
which the sum of $109,000.50 has been
paid to the said A. B. Foster on ac-
count of said contract. He said hon.
members would remember that a
Canadian Pacifie Railway Act was in-
troduced on the present Government
assuming the reins of power, and the
construction of the Georgian Bay
Branch of the road was then contem-
plated for the first time, so far as he
knew. In that Act it was provided
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that the contract with reference to
the other sections of the road should
be submitted to Parliament; but
with regard to this branch, as also to
the Pembina branch, it was not thought
necessary by the First Minister that
they should be submitted to the House
or approved of by Parliament before
the contracts took effect. He under-
stood that the reason for this de-urture
from the general principle laid down
in the Act of Parliament, and from
what he might term the general prin-
ciple that was annunciated by the gen-
tlemen opposite when in Opposition,
was that it was necessary to proceed
with the construction of' these branches
without any delay, and that the works
would have to be under contract before
the bouse met. No contract was, Low-
ever, made in regard to this Georgian
Bay Branch until late in the year, when,
after tenders had been called for, a
contract was made by the Department
of Public Works- with the lion. Mr.
Foster. The contract, a copy of which
had been brought down to the Ilouse,
provided very stringently for the per-
formance of the work. It provided
that the work should be commenced
on the 1st June next, that was 1s4 June,
1875, and be completed before the 1st
January, now passed. The2 contract
provided that for this work the con-
tractor should be paid $ 10,000 per mile,
and 20,000 acres of land per mile, and,
in addition thereto, that he should get
interest upon the sum of 87,500 for the
period of' 25 years after the road was
completed. Now it appeared friom
further papers brought down to
the 1ouse that, although a survey
was made under this contract,
the contractor - either because ho
found he had taken the contract at an
unremunerative price or that the work
was impossible of construction - ap-
plied to the Minister of Public Works
for an alteration in the terms of his
contract, an alteration which was very
material. One of the original terms
was that the road should be built from
the mouth of the French River to the
proposed terminus of the Pacifie Rail-
way. But -when Mr. Foster wentupon
the ground, he discovered that there
was another " magnificent water
stretlch" which the hon. the First
Minister had failed to discover, viz.,

Mr. McCArTy.

from the mouth of the river to twenty-
six miles up, which would do awaywith the necessity of building the road
that distance. le wanted to make
the river navigable for the twenty-six
miles by removing some obstructions,
and he modestly asked that he should
receive the $10,000 and the 20,000
acres of land for t'.e entire distance.
just the same as if he had built the
twenty-six miles. This proposal was
not acquiesced in. Then MIr. Poster
sent in a bill to the Goveinmont which
appeared to have been 838,862, on1
which he demanded payment on
account. The next step talcon was
that an Order in Council was made bî
which the contract was annulled, and it
was decided that Mr. Foster should be
paid the amount claimed by him for
explorations, and flor so much of
the worlk as lad been porformed.
But instoad of being paid the $38,802,
he was paid $109,000 aceording to the
Public Accounts, for works perfor'med
under the contract, although the
contractor had oily applied for
$38,000, andt althougi thie hon, Firs
Minister had thought that $26,000
was ail, at that time, which could be
paid. The explanation might be that
of this sum $61,00) vas not paid in
the contract, but that $41,000 w'as;
but this explanation could not be
deemed satisfactory to the Hiousu.
le would ask why was the moncy
paid ? The contractor had not alleged
that ho Lad been imposedti upon in
any way, ho had not alleged that
there vas any breach of faith on the
part of the Government or the Depart-
mon t. So far as appeared, the conl
tractor entered into the contract with
a full knowledge of the location of the
proposed line, its length and the dimf-
culties he would have to encoulter
and he should have satisfied himself
that the amount of compensation was
sufficient. The House had the right
to assume that there was no impo)'
ti-n on the part of the Minister' ol
Publie Works. Then he would like
to know upon what principle the con-
tractor had been paid the $ 1,000 '
When a person entered into a private
contract he did not look to be relieved
of it if he afterwards discovered that
ho could not make it profitable, and
certainly he would not expect a sui
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to be paid him which would cover all
expenses with a very wide margin for

profit on the actual work done, and a
public contractor should be treated the
sane way as a private contractor.
The articles of agreement contained
the following:

" The contractor shall diligently and
continuously prosecute and continue the
-aine, and the same respectively, and every
part thereof shall be fully and entirely con-
pleted in every particular to the satisfaction
,A the Engineer, and fully equipped for
working on or before the first day of January,
in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and seventy-seven. * * *

"If at any tirne during the progress of the
works it should appear that the force em-
ployed, or the rate of progress then being
made, or the general character of the work
being perforned, or the material supplied or
furnished are not such as to ensure the
(inpletion of the said works within the time
stipulated, or in accordance with the con-
tract, the Minister shall be at liberty to take
any part, or the whole work, out of the hands
ofthe contractor, and enploy snch means
as he may think fit to complete the works at
the expense of the contractor, and he (the
contractor) shal be liable for all extra ex-
penditure incurred thereby ; or the Governor
m Council shall have po ver at bis discretion

to annul this contract. Whenever it nay
becomne necessary to take any portion
or the whole work out of the hands of the
contractor, or to annul this contract, the
Minister shall give the contractor seven clear
days' notice in writing of the intention to do
so, such notice being signed by the Minister,
or by any other person authorized by hini.

* * * The Governor in Council, in the
event of bis annulling this contract, may
direct the Minister to proceed to re-let the
sane, or any part thereof, or employ ad-
ditional workmen, tools, and inaterials, as
the case nay be, and complete the works at
the expense of the contractor, who shall be
liable for all extra expenditure which may
be incurred thereby, and the contractor
shall forfeit all right to the percentage re-
tained, and to alil nioney which may be due
on the works or securities deposited, and heshall not molest or hinder the men, agentsor officers of the Minister from enteringupon
and conpleting the said works, as the iis-
ter maay deem expedient."

Parliament had provided that before
Yany contract was entered into, the

MmIiister of Public Works should
saisfy himself, and the Council, thatthe Contracting party had the meansto carry on and bring the work to a
thceessful termination. In addition,
the deposit of a large sum of money bythe contractor was required, and it
Was recited in this contract that this

deposit had been made, though he had
been unable to discover where it had
been placed. It was stated in the con-
tract that the deposit had been made
in the Ontario Bank, but if this was
the case the amount had not been put
in any way to the credit of the Re-
ceiver.General, and it was not entered
in the accounts which le had seen ;
still, as to this ho would not be posi-
tive. But assuming that the contract-
or possessed the means of carrying on
the work, and that the deposit of
$85,000 had been made, he would like
to know on what principle the con-
tractor had been permitted to abandon
the contract at his own option, simply
because it was not profitable; and this
appeared to bave been allowed. The
hon. gentleman who led the House was
entitled to all the credit of originating
the scheme regarding the construction
of this branch of the Pacific Railway,
to which at all events the Province of
Ontario was very strongly opposed.
They ail were aware of the great bur-
den assumed by this Dominion when
it was agreed to build an all-rail route
to the Pacifie Ocean ; and they all
knew that this project was considered,
by the hon. gentlemen opposite, one
which should not have been entered
into, and one of too gigantic a character
for so young a country as theDominion;
and yet these same gentlemen who had
proclaimed their opinions about the
enormity of undertaking the Pacifie
Railroad, had assumed in addition the
construction of this branch, the cost of
which had been estimated by the First
Minister at six millions of dollars. He
trusted that this branch road would
now be abandoned, and that the Gov-
ernnent would devote their energies,
means and abilities, to the building of
the Main Line, leaving the branches
untouched until the trunk was finished.
If they got out of the contract with
Mi. Foster simply with the loss of
$41,000-which was virtually thrown
away as he understood it-the country,
in his opinion, would cheaply escape
from a bad bargain, andthe trammels
of a bad policy, which in his judgment
should never have been entered upon.
With the permission of the House he
would limit the motion to papers not
already brought down, and add the
following words:-
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" Also the advertisement for tenders fbr
the said work; the evidence showing that
the contract was worth $4,000 per mile, as
was recited in the contract, and the certifi-
cate of the Departmentrespecting the deposit
of $85,000, also referred to therein."

The House knew that the contract
had been made, but it was not in pos-
session of the advertisement calling for
tenders, or the evidence showing that
the contractor was worth the sum men-
tioned, and the place where the $85,000
in question was deposited. He thought
it was important that the flouse should
obtain the information desired, in order
to form an opinion as to whether the
contractor had imposed on the Minister
of Public Works, or the Minister on
the contractor. It was also important
to discover whether the latter was
worth the sum required by the Act of
Parliament, and to obtain the evidence
on which the Ministry had assumed
him to be worth that amount. If Mr.
Foster was worth what theAct required,
he thought that the country should not
suffer the loss in question. The House
was not ignorant of the fact that Mr.
Poster was supposed to have conferred
upon the hon. gentlemen opposite a
favour, which had to be paid for ; and,
when they found that he (Mr. Foster)
liad been dealt with in a manner differ-
ont from other contractors, and in a
manner in which no private person
would deal with a contractor, this
knowledge was calculated to strengthen
that suspicion, and therefore ho trusted
that no opposition would be made to
the fullest enquiry being had, and to
the submission of all the papers.

Mr. MACKENZIE: There is no objec-
tion to the fullest possible statement
being brought down; although I am
of the impression that there is nothing
to be submitted; but, if there are any
such papers, of course they will be pre-
sented. The hon. gentleman who moved
the resolution has fallen into several
errors. In the first place, he will find
in no speech of mine any such declar-
ation as he believes I have made
regarding the general principle, that
all contracts should be submit ed to
Parliament for ratification. Such a
course would be so utterly impracticable
that it would become absurd. I never
made such a statement. I did, Sir, how-
ever, say that contracts for work like

Mr. McCARTHY.

the Pacifie Railway, especially if let in
one contract, should be so submitted
and I say so still. But if this principi
were generally observed it would
greatly inconvenience the whole
publie, and retard the progress of the
country. I never took such a ground,
though I am aware that it lias been
frequently so asserted, and the hon,
gentleman who has just spoken has no
doubt seen these assertions, and taken
for granted that it was true. in the
next place, the lion. gentleman is
mistaken in thinking that we were
required by the Act of 1874 to submit
any tenders for branch railways to
Parliament. The truth was, Sir, thîat
the branches which it was proposed to
construct were expected to be uIt
under contract immediately. The Act
was drawn advisedly in such a war
as to leave the hands of the Gover-
ment free in that matter. The two
branches contemplated were the
Georgian Bay Branch and the branch
from Winnipeg to Pembina. The hon.
member will recollect that the late
Administration was anxious to have
one of these branches constructed at an
early date; and it was provided that
the Winnipeg Branch should be abso-
lutely completed to Pembina by the
31st of December, 1873. The clause
referring to the submission of con-
tracts reads as follows:-

"No contract for the construction of any
portion of the Main Line of the said Railway
shall be binding until it shall have been laid
before the House of Commous for one month
without being disapproved of, unless sooncr
approved of by resolution of the House."

The contract for the Georgian Bay
Branch was therofore not subject to
the supervision of Parliament, and my
impression at present is that I made a
statement that any contract, even
for branches, if made at a convenient
time for submission to Parliament,
should be so submitted. It also is true
that I did lay this contract on the table
of the House, and that it becamo ratifica
by lapse of time. I was looking in the
Journals for the day of submissiou>
but, as I did not find it, I make this
statement subject to correction. Still
I beheve that I am right in this re-
gard. The hon. gentleman also saY'
I declared that this road would cost
six millions of dollars ; but I
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think he will fail to verify
that observation. It may, how-
ever, have been stated by some other
person, but I have no recollection of
having done so, nor can I conceive how
I could have done so, as it could not be
correct. With reference to the entry
in the Publie Accounts, my hon. friend
the Minister of Justice has already in-
forned the House that this was simply
incorrect and that the real amount of
money advanced, or paid rather, to Mr.
Foster was $41,000. This payment
was made in accordance with the Order
in Council, cancelling or annulling the
contract, which Order was published
last year in the Sessional Papers; and
this stated that the sum of somewbere
between $38,000 and $39,000 of work
was certified by the Chief Engineer as
available to the Government in com-
pleting the surveys of the lino intend-
cd to be built. And this amount was
exceeded by the difference between it
and $41,000. The total amount, $41,000,
was certified by Mr. Fleming for
work available in the terms of the
Order in Council relating to the prose-
cution of the undertaking. The other
amounts were apparently paid accord-
ing to the Public Accounts on the
Georgian BayBranch, but really to the
Canada Central Railway Company un-
der an Order in Council which is pub.
lished on page 219 of the Journals of
1875. This Order also provides for
payment on rails delivered at any point
on the line which was to bc constructed,
to the extent of 75 per cent. of their
value, such rails becoming the property
of the Government until they were laid
On the road for use. The amount of
$68,000 was therefore paid on certifi-
cates dated September or October, 1875,
given by the Chief Engineer, certifying
l the first place that $'43,000, and in

the second case that $45,000 could be
paid, making a total of $68,000 pay-
able under this particular Order in
Council.

Mr. IIAGGART : On what was this
moIlney paid ? On rails e

ir. MACENZIE: I have just
mentioned what it was paid on. I was
stating that the Order in Councilprovided for the payment of 75 per
cedt Of the value of rails, as they weredelivered at any point on the road.

Mr. HAGGART : But no rails have
been delivered at any point.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gentle-
man says that no rails have been
delivered at any point on the road. I
can only say, in reply, that the certifi-
cates of the Engineer declaring that
they were delivered are in the Publie
Works Department. I never made an
examination to sec whether the rails
were delivered or not, but I am bound
under the law to make payments upon
receiving such certificate that they
have been delivered, and these certiti-
cates were of course presented. This
explains a sceming discrepancy in
the Publie Accounts. The entry in
question should not have been made, as
the Georgian Bay Branch had a
distinct account of its own ; as also
has the Canada Central Railroad. One
payment was made upon rails, and the
other upon work certified by the Chief
Engineer to have been performed, and
to be available for the prosecution of
the survey.

Mr. HAGGART said that no person
knew better than the Minister of
Public Works that the sum of $41,000
represented an expenditure of nearly
$500 per mile for 85 miles of road ;
and -no one knew better than this
Minister that $500 per mile would be
sufficient to defray all the engineering
expenses of this line. As to the
statement of money having been
paid for rails for building the
road from Douglas to Burnt Lake, he
had excellent information-of the ac-
curacy of which he did not doubt-to
the effect, that not one rail had been
laid on that section of the road, or
within îen miles of it; but 1,500 tons
of rails were lying at Renfrew, ten
miles from the town of Douglas. He
had taken the trouble to have these
rails counted, and an estimate of the
quantity prepared, and he found that
at the rate of $33 per ton they would
not represent within $15,000 or $18,000
of the value which the Premier had
mentioned. There could be no mis-
take on this point. Besides, the rails
were iron, such as never would be used
on any main railway line; and those
which lay at Renfrew would not com-
plete more than seven miles of the
road between that place and Douglas,
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thus leaving the contractor within
over threc miles of the commencement
of the work in question. He could
not understand why the payment to
which he alluded was made, unless the
Government owed something to the
Hon. A. B. Foster for furnishing cer-
tain valuable information, as had been
reported throughout the country.
The number of these rails was 7,764.
He denied that they were in the neigh-
bourhood even of the lino, nor was there
any such quantity of them as could re-
present the payment of $68,000 under
the terms of the contract. He also
denied that any such amount as $41,-
000 had been expended on engineering
surveys between Burnt Lake and Geor-
gian Bay; this was impossible, if he
was rightly informed. The Premier had
considered the sum of $38,000 an ex-
orbitant charge for surveys, when he
(the Premier) made the payment of
$20,000 odd down. He desired to learn
what quantity of rails was cortified by
the Chief Engineer to have been lying
at Renfrew, and the amount per ton
which had been advanced on them.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I can only statc,
in reply to the hon. gentleman, that the
certificates of the Engineer will be
produced. I was not aware that they
were called in question. I do not know
that I ever saw them. The certificates
came in in the usual way, and were
paid in the usual way by the officers. of
the Department. I have no reason to
believe that Mr. Fleming, who is a very
carefil officer, would give false certifi-
cates. The hon. gentleman says that
the survey of these 85 miles should not
cost $500 per mile; but we completed
the entire survey, and I may remark
that the survey of the Pacifie Railway
has already cost $1,500 per mile, and
a considerable portion of it is not yet
finished.

Mr. HAGGART: Does not the
Premier know that not one rail has
been laid along this road?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I will not permit
any hon. gentleman to insult me in this
House.

Mr. COCKBURN said ho took ex-
ception to the statement of the hon.
member for Cardwell,that the Province
of Ontario was opposed to the construc-

Mr. HAGGART.

tion of the Georgian Bay Branch. Speak.
ing for a large section of country, he
was of opinion that it was a great mis-
fortune the construction of the road by
the Government could not be proceed-
ed with, for it would have proved of
great advantage not only to Ontario but
to the whole Dominion. In regard to
the remarks of the hon. member for
South Lanark that the cost of the sur-
veys should not have exceeded $500
per mile, ho was personally aware that
much labour was devoted to an examina-
tion of the country, numerous trial lines
made, involving large expenditure.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said he
regretted to learn from the hon,
member for Cardwell that the Province
of Ontario was opposed to the
construction of the Georgian Bay
Branch Railway. He had been under
the impression that the representatives
from Ontario had given to the project
of building that road a very hearty
support, considering that it would
develop the internai resources of the
Province, and give it a back lino which
it did not possess at the present time.
But, if Ontario was opposed to that
enterprise, the Province of Quebec was
decidedly in favour of it, and, in conse-
quence of the promises which had been
held out, the people of the latter
Province had incurred serious obliga-
tions in order to secure the construction
of a line from Quebec to meet the
castern terminus of the Georgian Bay
Branch road. He echoed the sentiment
of regret expressed by the hon. member
for Muskoka that the line was not nOw
in progress of construction. lie
believed not only the Province of
Quebec, but the eastern portion 0f
Ontario, and especially the Ottawa
Valley were strongly in favour Of its
construction, believing that it would
develop the resources of the Province
and prove a link in the Pacifie road.
He thought that probably a little error
had been made in the location of
the line. It had been shown to
the First Minister, by two large
and influential depatations from
Montreal and Quebec, that the
selection of Douglas and the prooS 1

to reach the moifth of French River
were disadvantageous. The great
error in the location of the lino .ros
of the fact that it was made without
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aIny proper survey having been made.
There was no doubt the contraet was
let upon the verbal report of the En-
gineer, who was supposed to have
valked over the country, but according

to his own admission ho did not com-
piete the journey, for, becoming envel-
oped in smoke, he beat a hasty retreat
to the river. When the Quebec and
Montreal deputations waited upon the
Premier and asked the Government to
assist in the construction of the con-
necting road eastward, it was proved
that the Georgian Bay Branch should
have taken a more northerly direction.
That was the resuilt of the examination
for which the country had paid $40,000.
In view of the declaration made by the
Premier that the line on which the rail-
way was located was only surpassed by
the Canada Southern, and believing that
the Public Works Department possessed
information which could not be obtain-
ed, the people of Quebee proceeded to
immediately construct the Northern
Colonization, now the Quebec, Montreal
and Ottawa and Western Extension,
which was ail under contract, and
completed for two-thirds of its length.
It was well known that the Quebec
Government, which now had charge of
that railway, only awaited the doter-
mining of the eastern terminus of the
Pacific Road or Georgian Bay Branch,
if that owere to be part of the general
railway, to complote the lino through
to Quebec. While he rogretted that
the Georgian Bay Branch lino, to the
cOmpletion of which they had looked
forward as a means of developing the
country, should be in such an unfor-
tunate position, ho could not agree with
the hon. member for Cardwell, who had
expressed the view that if the country
got rid of that undertaking by an ex-
penditure of $40,000, it would be a good
bargain. He hoped that, as surveys h adbeen made and certain work done on theIoad, it would be pushod forward to
Qompletion.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said that, lest
the motion of the hon. member forCardwell should bo barren of results, asthe Premier had announced froin there
being no papers to bring dow n, he wouldpropose an amendment on a subject
vhih was cognate to it. Some time

go the Premier stated boldly and
eflaintly that ho was ready to have his

Departmont investigated from cellar to
garret and to appoint a Committee of
one for the purpose, and that one
the hon. member for Kingston. He
did not doubt the sincerity of that offer,
but, when he asked the First Minister
the other day for information regard-
ing the subsidy granted to the Canada
Central Railway, he failed to obtain it
because it was asked in an informal
manner. He, therefore, now brought
forward the question in a constitutional
manner. Having examined the Orders
in Council, ho would state to the House
the conditions on which they were
ratified whereby a subsidy of $12,000
per mile was granted to the Canada
Central. The Order in Qouncil making
that grant was dated November 4th,
1874, and to it certain conditions were
affixed. That order was submitted to
the House and ratified on March 13th,
1875. The conditions were such ai
if carried into effect would have accom-
plished the object in view-the
construction of the Georgian Bay
Branch, and the continuation of the
Canada Central Railway. It was pro-
vided that the Company should. within
one month from the ratification of the
Order in Council by the House, satisfy
the Minister of Public Works that they
had entered into a bonâ fide contract
or contracts for the building of the
railway, and provided sufficient means
with the Government bonus to secure
the completion of the lino before 1st
January, 1877 ; and also that the Com-
pany should, from the date of the con-
tract, make continuously such progress
as would justify the hope of the com-
pletion of the lino within the time mon-
tioned. It was due to the ilouse, which
had reposed great confidence in the hon.
the Minister of Public Works, that this
subsidised work should have been car-
ried on in accordance with the spirit of
the Order in Council. Be proposed to
ask by the amendment that the hon.
gentleman should lay before the louse
the evidence which satisfied him that
the contractor had provided means for
the completion of the work on or before
the lst of January, 1877, and also
the reports made from time to time
that such continual progress was being
made as would justify the hope of the
completion of that lino by the time
mentioned. It was upon those condi-
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tions that the Order in Council was
ratified. But, thinking that tho hon.
Minister of Public Works would require
from the contractor the same security
whieh any prudent business man would
demand in a private undertaking,
gave the House authority to make
payments on account of the work
from time to tine, so that he should
not have to wait for the meet-
ing of Parliament for a vote. The
hon. the Premier was authorized to
make payments on account of a rails
delivered at any point of the line to be
constructed to the extent of 75 per cent.
of the value thereof, all such rails to
become the property of the Government
until laid on the road for use." It had
been stated that those rails were not
on the line to be constructed. By the
correspondence laid before the House
last Session, it would be seen that, on
the 20th December, 1875, Mr. Foster
asked to have the Order in Couneil
amended so as to make the commence-
ment of his subsidised lino at the
village of Renfrew. That was an
admission that it was not a part
of the lino to be constructed; but
they found also that, before that date,
in September or October, the contractor
had been paid for the rails delivered at
Renfrew. In February, 1876, the hon.
the Minister of Public Works said that
at a subsequent date ho would take into
consideration the propriety of amend-
ing the Order in Council. So far,
however, no papers had been presented
to the bouse showing that the amend-
ment had been made. It would thus
be seen that, not only had the letter of
the Order in Council been disregarded,
but its spirit had not been carried out.
He would liko the hon. the Minister
of Public Works to give the evidenco
to the House that, when the payment
was made in September or October,
sufficient progress had been made to
warrant him in hoping 120 miles of
railroad, the first sod of which was not
turned, which was not even located,
would be completed within fourteen
months from the date of the payment.
The amendments which ho wished to
add were as follows:-

" All letters, correspondence and evidence
laid before the Minister of Public Works to
satisfy him, in pursuance of the terms of the
Order in Council dated 4th Novenber, 1874,

Mr. KIRKPATRICK.

and ratified by resolution of this House on
13th March, 1875, that the Canada Central
Railway Company had provided sufficient
means, with the Governnient bonus, to secure
the completion of the line on or before th?
lst January, 1877 ; also, reports made from
time to time, showing that the Company
were making such progress as justified tle
hope of the completion of the line within the
time mentioned ; also. a statement of pay.
ments made to said Company on account C
the subsidy granted on the conditions men.-
tioned in esaîd Order in Council, and of ti
quality, kiud and weight per yard of the
rails delivered at any point of the line to be
constructed ; the value of said rails, the
evidence or certificate of said value, and
payments made on account of said rails, and
the dates of such payments, and the place or
places where said rails are delivered, an
if not delivered on the line to be constructe,!
the distance or distances therefron."

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) said lie had!
derived a good deal of information
from the statement which had becn
made by the lion. the First Min-
ister in reference to this ma:-
ter, but he had hoped the hon.
gentleman would have indicated to the
House what course the Government
intended to pursue respecting the
Georgian Bay Branch. That tlie hon.
Premier considered the connection (n

great importance was evident fron the
address he made when he went befori
the electors of Lambton for re-clection
in 1874, and from a speech deliveredl
by him in the county of Renfrew, la
year, when the hon. gentleman maIe
the following statement:-

" The opposition offered by Dr. Tupper, ou
Mr. White's behalf, to the selection Of the
Georgian Bay Branch, which would open.up
the most direct, and by more than 100 miles
the shortest route to be found from Montrea:
and Quebec to the navigation of Lake
Superior, through the Ottawa eounty, was
equally uninteli igible, and it woild require
no argument to convince the people ot th'
Dominion, but especially those of the NorQi
Riding of Renfrew, tlat sucli was the case.

The position of the hon. gentleman
was weUl understood, and the fact that,
in bringing down his Canadian Pacific
policy in 1874, ho took power to colS
struct that as well as thePembinaBrancl
without submitting the contracts to
the House for ratification was evidence
that he considered the work should be
prosocuted with the utmost vigour and
dispatch. le (Mir. White) tok eX
ception to the statement that thle
whole Province of Ontario was opPeSOti
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to this branch line. The fact that the
hon. the leader of the Government
had obtained a large majority from
that Province contradicted that state-
ment. The construction of the line,
moreover, recoived the support of the
lion. members from Quebec; and he
thought the hon. Minister, in view of
aIl the circumstances, should have
taken the first opportunity which
offered to state to the House whether
the road had been finally abandoned or
not. Upon looking over the Estimates,
he failed to find a single dollar for this
road, which was somewbat extraordi-
nary, considering the manner in which
it was at first pressed. It was stated
that the contract of Mr. Poster was
annulled because that gentleman found
it was one on which he could not make
any money. In the locality from
which he (Mr. White) came, there was
a painful impression that, in cancelling
this contract and returning the deposit
of $100,000, the Government had gone
back upon their professions and state-
ments when they condemned the right
hon. member for Kingston for can-
celling the contract of the late Govern-
ment with Sir Hugh Allan. There
was the following clause in Mr. Fos-
ter's contract:-

"In default of such completion as afore-
said on or before the last-mentioned day the
contractor shall forfeit all riglt, claim, or
demand, to the sum of money or percentage
herein agyreed to be retained by the Minister
of Pubhe Works, and any and every part
thereof, as also to any moneys whatever
which may be at the time of the failure of
the completion as aforesaid, due or owing to
the contractor, and the contractor shall also
pay to -Uer Majesty, as liquidated damages,
and not by way of fine or penalty, the suim
Of $lOOO for each and every week, and the
proportionate fractional part ofsuch sum for
every part of a week during which the worksenIbraced within this contract, or any portionthereof, shall remain incomplete."

Under all those circumstances, it was
sngular that the contract should have
been cancelled and the deposit return-
ed. With reference to the rails pre-
sulmed to be delivored along the line,he could state from his own knowledge
that not One of those rails for which
the hon. the leader of the Govern-
'ent had paid $68,000 of thePublic mnoney had been delivored

beYond the village of Renfrew, which
as no less than ten miles distant from

the commencement of the line. Under
these circumstances he thought al
the information which it was possible
to obtain should be brought down. It
was quite possible that the hon. the
leader oftheGovernment desired to keep
this matter in abeyance until another
election. The present Government had
made a great deal of use of their pre-
tensions as to what they were going te
do with reference to this line.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew>
said it seemed to that the hon. mem-
ber for North Renfrew might have curb-
ed his party zeal in discussing a question
which had been first advocated by the
party now in power. This Govern-
ment was the first which had shown
any desire to meet the real wants of
Central Canada, and the hon. gentle-
man might have displayed more
anxiety for the good of his part of the
country than for a fling at the Govern-
ment. He agreed that the first duty
of the members was to see after the
interests of the whole country, but,
when any part was systematically neg-
lected by the past Government, and by
the old Government of Canada, and was
now attended to by the existing Gov-
ernment, he thought the hon.
representative should show some satis-
faction and appreciation. He did not
sec what a discussion on the Georgian
Bay Branch had to do with the Canada
Central extension from Douglas. That
contract was not withMr.Foster but with
the Canada Central Railway Company.
He must differ from the hon. member
for Frontenac in saying that the Gov-
ernment should adopt a different route
to the one which was adopted as being
more advanta geous for Quebec. He
(Mr. McDougall) understood that the
Legislature of Quebec had petitioned
for a different route to the Bonnechère
route. Ie must say, with all humility,
that there was no evidence to warrant
any change in the route. The inter-
ests of the Dominion being bound up.
in the best route being adopted, he-
believed that the Government would
therefore adopt the best one.

Mr. McCALLUM said he would like
it to be explained to him for what pur-
pose the Georgian Bay Branch was to
have been built at all. No person
would take that route. He was there
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last summer, and could not imagine of
what use a railway would be. Vessels
could not get to the mouth of the
French River ut night, and so barren
was the country around that not soil
enough to bury a man could bo found
in forty miles square.

Mr. MASSON said the present was
not a proper time to discuss the Geor-
gian Bay Branch, and especially what
route it was to follow. His hon.
friend from Renfrew had spoken for
the Province of Quebec, and it must be
supposed lie was authorized so to
speak. He himself would not discuss
the question until the papers asked for
had been brought down.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he wished to
say to the hon. member for Frontenac
that he did not intend to be curt with
him, as it appeared it was thought he
was. He only meant to show that
necessarily lie could not discuss with a
gentleman across the floor of the
House a policy of the Government
before that policy was matured.

Mr. JETTÉ said, although it might
not be the proper time to discuss the
route of the railway, yet it at all
events was the proper time to state
that the Province of Quebec was in
favour of some connection between ber
railway system and the Pacifie Rail-
way. The Province of Quebec had
spent a great deal of money on rail-
ways with the idea of this connection.

Mr. COOK said lie found in trav-
elling over the country that there
was a very harmonious feeling as
to the Pacifie Railway policy of
the Government. The hon. gentle-
men opposite assumed now to be
great purists. Let him refer back
to some transactions on the
Intercolonial Railway. George and
James Worthington had a contract for
$299,O00, but they received $60,000
more than this sum; Messrs. W. E.
Macdonald & Co's contract was to have
been finished in July, 1872, but, it not
being finished at the end of 1873, the
Government took it off their hands ;
Messrs. Wilson & MeGaw were to have
thoir contract finished in July, 1872,
but it was not completed until the
saummer of 1875, and so on through a
great many other cases. He thought
it was unfair to the Government for

Mr. McCALLU3J.
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hon. gentlemen on the other side to
impute any improper motives for the
cancellation of the contract if it was to
the interest of the country that this
should be donc.

Mr. BERTRAM said ho did not
think that this was a )roper time to
discuss the question whether there
should be a Georgian Bay Branch or
not. But, if the object was to be gained,
he thought he could point out a route
which would be mach cheapicr than the
railway at French River. There wasa
charter in existence now of a railroad
between Ottawa and Toronto. If the
Government would grant a subsidy
from Carleton Place to Peterborough,
a communication with the North-West
could be had by deflecting to the Mid-
land Railway. The distance by this
route would be not muc', longer than
by the other, and would be much
cheaper.

Mr. ROBINSON said two-thirds of
the population of Ontario were of the
opinion that were there no Hon. Mr.
Foster, there would have been no
Georgian Bay Branch. The members
for Montreal, and other representatives
of the Province of Quebec, had spoken
of the importance of the Quebec systen
of railways connecting with tho Pacifie
Railway, but he would ask whother
this could be done by the construction
of the Georgian Bay Branch. The
railroads running west of Georgian
Bay approached excellent harbours,
and it was well known that the mouth
of French River was not a harbour
which, at certain seasons, could be aP-
proached with any safety. There was
not one natural bay on the Georgian
Bay which had not some settle
ment on its shores; and this the hon.
member for Muskoka well know.
Besides, no good harbour could be
made at the mouth of French River, as
the reports of engineers and practicalt
men certified.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No, no.
Mr. ROBINSON begged his hon'

friend's pardon. What ho stated was
really the case. Ris hon. friend from
Muskoka stated that two-thirds of the

people of Ontario favoured the con
struction of this railway. Wa this
because it was a longer route than
could otherwise be obtained, or because
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it ran to a harbour inferior by far to
the harbours approached by other
railways running westwards? Ontario
furnished, ho believed, the means for
building this branch, and he would
like to know what advantage it would
be to this Province when firisbed. It
ran about seventy miles north even
of Barrie. A deputation had
waited in this relation upon the
Prime Minister, who, in the in-
terests possibly of the Province of
Quebee, had positively refused to fur-
nish any assistance whatever for the
extension of any of the Ontario roads
beyond this Branch of the Pacifie Rail-
way. Did this course mieet with the
approval of two-thirds of the Province
of Ontario? His hon. friend from
Pontiac of course desired the construe-
tion of this line, but it would be of no
advantage, in his opinion, to Ontario.

Mr. BLANCIIET said his hon. frien:1
from North Simeoe had not made a
fortunate comnparison in contrasting
this branch with the Intercolonial.
Rlailway. The contractors for the lat-
ter undertaking had not, at the outset,
had proper information on which to
base their estimates, as was intimated
by Mr. Fleming, the Engineer-in-Chief,
and the Government and Parliament
were consequently bound to indemnify
them for the cost incurred owing to
'bis eircumstance. A petition urging
this course had been presented to the
then Minister of Public Works, signed
by over cighty members from both
sides of the House. In this instance
the same excuse did not apply. Very
ittle had been done on this branch,
and judging from what ho had heard,
he thought that its construction would
not be in the best interests of the
colntry. He considered that the best
route would be by the north side of the
Ottawa River, enabling the line to
teourt with the railway system of
the Province of Quebec.

Mr. DESJARDLNS had hoard with
plcasure the remarks of the member
for Montreal East. It was some con-
solation at all events to find that, while
the QuebecMiniaters were silent, some
members from Quebec on the oposite
side of the House were inclined to say
something in the interests of the Pro-
Vimee of Quebec. The Liberals had

conducted the electoral struggle of
1872 on the question of the construc-
tion of the Pacifie Railway, the estab-
lishment of its terminus, and the build-
ing of the Georgian Bay Branch;
though, since that day, the Liberals
from Quebec had said very little about
these matters. In 1874, the Premier
had changed his policy in this relation,
but the Ministerial members from the
Province of Quebec had not endeav-
oured to prevent the Prime Minister
from acting, as they believed, against
their Provincial interests, and it was
very difficult for them to forget the
manner in which they had been treated
by the Ministry. The Liberals in 1872,
and the Premier subsequently, had
announced that the terminus of the
Pacifie Railway would be placed
south-east of Lake Nipissing, as
a compromise of the claims in this
regard of the Provinces cf Ontario and
Quebec; and, under these circum-
stances, the latter was naturally sur-
prised to find this decision changed
without notice and without protest on
the part of the Quebec Liberals, who
did not seen even to be chagrined at
this result. The contract for the
Georgian Bay Branch had, however,
been hastily given to Mr. Foster, and
tenders had not been invited. He hoped
that the example of the member for
Montreal East would be followed by
other Quebec members on that side of
the House, and that the policy of the
Ministry would, as a consequence, be
so influenced that Quebec would receive
just treatnent at their hands. The
Ministerial members from the Lower
Province should endeavour to realize
the promises which they had so
liberally made on the hustings when
seeking the suffrages of the people.

Mr. MITCHELL said that the mem-
ber for North Simcoe had unjustifiably
dragged the question of the Interco-
lonial Railway into the discussion.
The contracts for three sections of
the latter road had been awarded
before proper . surveys were made,
and it had been deemed only
fair that the contractors in question
should be indemnified for the conse-
quent loss, as it turned ont that the
cross sections had not been laid ont.
The country had demande] at the time-
that, as soon as the lino of this great

Bay Branch. 34Thte Georgian



259 The Georgian

national work could be located, the con-
tracts should be given out, and a very
large majority of the members of the
House had asked the Administration of
the day to indemnify the contractors,
who had faithfully endeavoured to carry
,out their respective undertakings. The
hon. gentleman from North Simcoe
cited this case as an excuse for the
Government having let the Georgian
Railway Branch contract before a sur-
vey was made, but there was a great
distinction between these two cases.
The line of the Intercolonial had, in
fact, been repeatedly surveyed during a
period of twenty years, and pretty ac-
curately,by Major Robinson and others,
though the cross-sections of the sec-
tions mentioned had not been taken
out, and the road had been brought
to a successful completion at a
cost within a trifle of the original
estimate. He did not desire to
shield the late Administration from
any blame which they might have
incurred ; but he was not disposed to
allow the unfair parallel which had
been drawn, in order to shield the Gov-
ernment from censure, to pass without
question.

Mr. BECHARD said the member for
Montreal East was not the only mem-
ber from the Province of Quebec on
his side of the House who was in
favour of the construction of this link
between the Pacifie Railway and the
railway system of the Province of
Quebec for which ho had voted. He
agreed with the hon. member for
Levis that the Canada Central Railway
should be continued from Pembroke,
on the Ottawa, to a point communicat-
ing with the Northern Railway from
Quebec.

Mr. McCARTH Y said the hon. the
Premier had misunderstood his remarks
with reference to the contract not
having been submitted to Parliament,
for ho had endeavoured to draw the
distinction between contracts for
branches and contracts for the con-
struction of the main line. His state-
ment as to the cost of the (Georgian
Bay Branch was made on the authority
of the speech made by the lion. the
First Minister when submitting his
Pacifie Railway policy to Parliament
in 1874. With respect to the gencral

Mr. MITCHELL.

question, as to whether the Provinee
of Ontario was in favour of the con-
struction of the Georgian Bay Branch,
considerable difference of opinion had[
been expressed by hon. members, but he
lad failed to hear a single hon. nem-
ber address the louse in favour of
the proposition except those who were
locally interested in it. -He stili,
therefore, maintained that, with the
exception of those localties interested,
the Province of Ontario, which would
have to pay a very large proportion of
the cost of the work, was opposed to
an expenditure which was looked upon
as perfectly useless. The undertaking
was to build a Pacifie Railway, having
its castern terminus at Lake
Nipissing, but it was never agreed to
connect that road with the railway
systems either of Ontario or Quebec ;
at the same time, if it was proper that
the road should be connected with the
latter, it should be also uuited with
former railway system. If the Gcor-
gian Bay Branch were built,
Ontario would have to connect its sys-
tem at Lake Nipissing, while the Quebec
railways would be united by a road
built at the expense of the Dominion.
He was glad the hon. member for
North Simcoe had expressed himself
in favour of constructing the Georgian
Bay Branch as a Dominion work, which
would involve an expenditure of
$6000,000, and, when the hon. gentle-
man returned to his constituency, he
(Mr. McCarthyý would have pleasure
in reminding him of the policy ho had
enunciated on the floor of Parliament.
He thought the expenditure of $41,000
on the Georgian Bay Branch had beem
lost to the country, and ho hoped the
hon. the Premier would awaken to the
condition of public feeling on the
question.

Mr. MACKENZIE said le had no
objection to offer to the amendment,
bocause ho had nothing to keep back
regarding the question. Hie was not,
however, aware that he or any other
person had collected evidence in regard
to the capacity of the Canada Central,
and there was no such evidenco to
bring down.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
vas the hon. gentleman's duty to have

donc so, because it was so laid down In
the Order of Conncil.
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Mr. MACKENZIE said lie knew his
d1uty as well as the right hon. gentle-
inan.

Motion as amended, agreed to, as
iollows:-

That an Address be voted to His Excel-
ency, for a copy of all Reports or statements

Made as to the construction or attempted
construction of the Georgian Bay Branch of
the Pacifße Railway, under contract by the
Hon. A. B. Foster ; also all correspondence
between the Hon. Mr. Foster and the Gov-
ernment as to the said contract or the work
done thereunder, or the failure to perform
the same, any Departmental Orders or Orders
,n Council passed as to the inatter of the said
Public Work, especially the Order as to the
cancellation of said contract; together with a
statenent of the service or services for which
the suni of $109,000.50 has been paid to the
said A. B. Foster, on account ofsaid contract;
and also for the advertisement for Tenders
le for said work ; the evidence showing that

ihe Contractor was worth $4,000 per
ile, as recited in said contract, and

thie certificate of the deposit of the
$85,000, also referred to therein, so far
as not already laid before the House ; also
all letters, correspondence and evidence laid
betore the Minister of Public Works to
eatisfy him, in pursuance of the terins of the
Order in Council dated 4th November, 1874,
and ratified by Resolution of this House on
13th March, 1875, that the Canada Central
Railway Conipany had provided sufficient
intans, with the Government bonus, to secure
the completion of the line on or before the
lst January, 1877. Also, reporta made from
tune to time, showing that the
Company, were making such progress
as justified the hope of the completion
of the line within the time mentioned. Also,
a stateinent of payments made to said Com-
pany on account of the subsidy granted on
the conditions mentioned in the said Order
in Council ; and of the quality, kind and
weight per yard of the rails delivered at any
Poit of the line to be constructed ; the value
of said rails, the evidence or certificate of
said value, and PaYments made on acoeunt
'Of said rails; an the dates of such payments,
and the place or places where said rails are
delivered, and if not delivered on the line
to be constructed, the distance or distances
therefrom."

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.
PR[VATE BILL.

SECOND READINGS.
The following Bills were severally

read the second time.
Bill (No. 25) To anend the Act

incorporating the Canada Atlantic
Cable Company.-(Mr. Thomson, Wel-
land.)

Bill (No. 35) LConcerning the Ot-
tawa, Vaudreuil and Montreal Rail-
way Company.-(Mr. Hagar.)

Bill (No. 28) Respecting the Nia-
gara Grand Island Bridge Company.-
(Mr. Thomson, Welland.)

Bill (No. 29) To amend the Act
passed in the 39th year of Her
Majesty's reign, intituled " An Act to
incorporate the British Canadian Loan
and Investment Company (Limited.)"
-(Ur. Young.)

Bill (No. 30) To incorporate the
Union Marine Insurance Company of
lalifax, Nova Scotia.-(Mr. Jones,
Halifax.)

Bill (No. 31) To incorporate la
Société de Construction St. Jacques
as a permanent Building Society and
for other purposes.-(Mr. Jetté.)

Bill (No. 8) To change the name
of the St. Francis and Megantiu Inter-
national Railway Company to the
International Railway Company, and
for other purposes.-(Mr. Brooks.)

PICKERING HARBOUR AND
ROAD COMPANY BILL.

[BILL No. 26.]

(Mr. Gibbs, South Ontario.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario), in
moving the second reading of the
Bill (No. 26) To vest the property
and powers of the Pickering Harbour
and Road Joint Stock Company in
Joseph Harris McClellan, said the
Company was organized under the
Act passed in 1853, and continued to
do business until 1872. During that
time, however, it became indebted in
a large sum to the late hon. John
Hillyard Cameron, who in 1862 got a
Bill passed through the Ontario Legis-
lature, vesting the property in him
and giving him authority to dispose
of it in the name of the Company.
Mr. Cameron disposed of the property
to Mr. McClellan, but objection was
made that the title was defective
because the Legislature had no juris-
diction over the tolls levied by the
Company. The object of the Bill was
to confirm Mr. McClellan's title.
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Mr. MACKENZIE said the Bill had
only this moment been placed in his
hands. He would allow it to pass pro
forma until ho had time to look at it.

Bill read the second time.

METROPOLITAN BANK BILL.

[BILL No. 31.]

(iWr. Worknan.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. WORKMAN, in noving the
second reading of this Bill said it
provided for the calhing of a general
meeting of stockholders, when three
trustees would be appointed to wind up
the Bank and divide the assets pro
rata. One of the stipulations was that
not less than 60 cents on the dollar
should be refunded to thestockholders.

Bill read the second tine.

OTTAWA AGRICULTURAL IN-
SURANCE BILL.--BILL No. 34.j

(fr. Rochester.)

SECOND READING.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, in the
absence of Mr. RocHESTER, moved the
second reading of the Bill.

Mi. MACKENZIE said the second
clause was a very remarkable one. It
asked the House to confirm certain
insurance upon property that appeared
to have been effected irregularly. le
was afraid that was not proper legisla-
tion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the clause, ho thought, was to provide
that irregular policies should not be
made obligatory upon the Company.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there should
have been a clause explaining that.

Bill read the second time.

SPRINGHILL AND PARRSBO-
ROUGIH COAL AND RAILWAY
COMPANY BILL.-[BILL No. 12.]

(Mr. Donville.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved the second
reading of the Bill.

Mr. Ginas.

Mr. BLAKE said, if the Bill was ai-
lowed to go to the second reading, it
should ne on the distinct understand-
ing that the House in no Pense ceon
mitted itself to its prirciJple, which
seemed to be of a very objectionable
and exceptional character. To grant
the powers asked to a local railva-
w ould be to make a sort of double anre
divided authority. It vas proposed to
givo this Company, tho creature or
another Legislature, certain specified
poweis only to be obtained from the
Dominion Parliament. This was a
peculiar procedure, although the con-
veniences of such louble authoritv
were obvious.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he had pointed
out this to the parties who placed the
Bill in his possession. They, however,
did not want to make another applica-
tion to the Local Legislature, as it
might affect their subsidy. He could
quite understand the objection to the
Bill, and he hoped the lion. the Miniister
of Justice would look into the matter.
and the liouse would be bound to ac-
cept the construction ho placed upon
it. The work vas considered a fecder
of tho Intercolonial Railway aal
was of some public advantage.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONAL[) said
there were sorious objections to this
divided authority, and ho could scarce
sec how the difficulty vas to be over-
come except by a declaration in the
Bill making it a Dominion work. Hlc
thought the principle of the Bill was
fraught with evil, and the House
ought to decline to interpose their
power of legislation on such a natter.

Mr. JONES (Ialifax) said he sul-
posed the rial object of the Bill vas to
enable the Company to issue deben-
tures at 7 or 8 per cent.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
perhaps the Legislature of Nova Scottia
might not wish the corpora ion to hav
that power.

Mr. DO.I VI LLE said the Lical GoV-
ernment had given ftilt powers in this
respect, but the legal adviser of thie
Company thought that Legislature had
no right to grant such powers.

Bill read the second time.
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-BEAVER AND TORONTO MU-
TUAL FIRE INSURANCE COM-
PANY BILL.-[BILL No. 16.]

(r. Bowell.)

SECOND READING.

Mr, BOWELL, in moving the second
reading of the Bill said the Companies
werC originially organized under the
Act eiiabling the Mutual Fire Insur-
ance Companies to do business in the
old Province of Canada. Subsequently
a union took place between the Beaver
and Mutual Companies, after which
they were advised that the Act of
Union did not bring them under the
clause of the Insurance Act passed
previons to their union. The Company
now asked for extended powers under
the Act of Union, which he was con-
vinced would be granted, and to be
relieved from the operations of the
general law, which he did not think
Parliament would bc disposed to grant.
He was instructed to say that the Com-
pany were quite willing, if the Bill
should pass the second reading, and be
referred, to submit any amendment
for winding up their affairs, to enable
them to continue operations by making
the requisite deposits, or to cease doing
business altogether.

-Bill read the second time.

1INSOLVENT ACT RlEPEAL BILL.

[BILL No. 2.]

(Mr. Barthe.)

IIEBATE ON SECOND READING RESUMED.

Order for the resumption of the
debate on Mr. Barthe's motion for the
Second reading of the Bill to repeal
the Insolvent Acts now in force in the
Dominion of Canada, and the motion
of Wood in amendment thereto, read.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) said he had
1uoved the adjournment of the debate
' order that the House might become

better acquainted with the amendment.
1n 1869 an Insolvent Act was passed
vhich formed the nucleus of tie Act

now in force. A Committee of the
legal gentlemen from both sides of the
louse gave this inatter their most

reful consideration; and the draft
hvas also carefully revised by the

nunrfittee of the Whole House. An
23

Insolvent Act was absolutely neeessary
from the circumstances of the country.
That body which took such a deep
interest in everything connected with
trade-the Dominion Board of Trade-
had, for the last five or six years, given
considerable attention to this question,
and that body, as well as other
Boards of Trade, had always decided
in favour of an Insolvent Act.
At the last meeting of the Dominion
Board of Trade in Ottawa, in Januarv,
a large committee -was appointed to
consider the question of an Insolvent
Act, and one of the first resolutions
adopted was: " That the Insolvent Act
should not be repealed." They accepted
as a first principle the necessity of an
Insolvent Act being retained upon the
Statute-book. To-day a petition fron
the Montreal Board of Trade was
presented praying that the present Aet
be not repealed. He thought, if the
time for the final decision of the House
were extended for a few weeks, peti-
tions from all the Boards of Trade would
be presented. The House having de-
liberated upon the matter so carefully
before the Act was adopted, and the Act
having been only such a short time in
existence, it would be unwise to now
suddenly repeal the measure. lad an
election intervened it could be donc
with some show of propriety, but it was
the same Parliament now as when the
Act was passed. The great financial
interests at stake rendered it necessary
that some Insolvent Act should be on
the Statute-book. According to the
census of 1871, there was $77,000,000
invested in manufactures. The pro-
ducts of this capital amounted to the
value of $221,00,000 annually.
Besides, there was imported last year
$94,000,000 worth of produce for con-
sumption, and an exportation of over
$80,000,000. Adding these sums
together, there was the large amount
of $400,000,000 which stood in relation
to both of the parties calculated to be
affected, either as debtor or creditor.
Looking at the vast amount of money
to be summarily dealt with, he thought
the House should pause before repeal-
ing the Act. When the small amount
of the liabilities of insolvents was com-
pared to the large amount of money
invested in business, it did not appear
to him that our commercial affairs
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were upon such an uncertain basis as
they had been represented in some
quarters. Wo had $500,000,000 in-
vested in business, and only 5 per
cent of this amount, according to the
returns of Dun, Wiman & Co., came
within the purview of insolvency,
which was avery small percentage con-
sidering the many inexperienced per-
sons who hurriedly engaged in business.
It was alleged that the debtor was the
last party that should make any com-
plaint of there being no Insolvent Act.
But should not the honest debtor have
some protection? An Insolvent Act
was found on the Statute-book of
every civilized country. Provision was
made for the honest debtor in the olI
country and in the various States of the
American Republic ; and there should
be a similar provision here; or at least
the Dominion of Canada should be pre-
pared to give a reasonable amount of
protection to the honest debtor. Per-
haps the debtor was the mostinterested
party, but the House had heard the
statements of two hon. members of the
House who were large traders and
doubtless stood creditors to a great
number of debtors, and both had urged
the continuance of the Insolvent Act.
They said that, although the Insolvent
Act might have some imperfections, yet
it would be disastrous to the trade of
the country to repe. 1 the Act. This tes-
timony, by men of practical experience,
should have great weight. Another
standpoint from which the question
ought to be looked at was, as the hon.
member for South Brant had pointed
out, that this was a time of great com-
mercial depression, and matters would
only be made worse by suddenly
changing the relations of deb-
tor and creditor. He ventured
to say that there were many credi-
tors who were struggling anxious-
ly against difficulties, being "carried,"
as it were, by the benevolence of gen-
erous creditors, but who would be over-
come with disaster were there no
Insolvent Act, for, without it, the
creditors would not feel that their
interests were protected, and they could
not afford to run the risk of allowing
their claiis to be forestalled by those
who miht be first to issue an attach-
ment and secure the entire stock of
the struggling debtor.

Mr. Ross.

Mr. COLBY said he had been on-
deavouring to persuade himself, not-
withstanding his former convictions on
the subject of the Insolvency Law, in
consideration of the peculiar condition
of the country at this time, and in
deference to the hope held ont that
some beneficial change would be made
by virtue of the amendments proposed
by the Minister of Justice, t> give a
silent vote in favour of the continuance
of the Act. But he had been unable
to come to that conclusion. If this
was simply an Act of 1873, if this was
simply an Act of two years' experience,
he would say that, considering the
the short period of the trial and the
peculiar circumstances of the country,
it might be unwise to adopt so violent
a change as would be involved in a
total abrogation of the law. But they
must remember that the Act of 1875
was the outgrowth of legislation
dating back to 1864. At that time, the
gentleman who intercsted hiinself most
conspicuously in the introduction of
the Act was perhaps of all men iii
Canada most competent to deal with it.
He had before him the Insolvent Acts
of other countries, and an Act was
framed which it was thought would bo
adapted to the condition of this coun-
try. But that Act was not a success. It
might have been correct in principle,
but, in its practical working, it was
not satisfactory. And so, in 1869, the
whole matter was reconsidered, and it
was endeavoured to frame another Act
which should be free from the objec-
tions which experience had shown
attached to the Act of 1864. He had
felt it to be his duty on two separate oc-
easions to move for the repeal of
the Act and the sentiment of
the House of Commons in two
Sessions was expressed against the Act.
He mentioned these circumstances to
show how unsatisfactorily the Act had
worked. lt could not be said that the
objection which was found to the Act
to-day was owing to the peculiar con-
dition of tho country, because, at that
time, when the country was at the
height of its prosperity, when there
was no commercial crisis, when the
Act had every opportunity of working,
it was found unsatisfactory, and its
repeal was twice voted for by the
House of Commons. In 1875, with
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all the antecedent experience, the
Government submitted a Bill, which
was first carefully prepared by the
Hon. Mr. Dorion, and revised by his
successor and the ablest legal and
commercial gentlemen of the House
conversant with this matter. Weeks
were spent upon it, and the House had
the benefit of the gentleman who was
then President of the Board of Trade
of Montreal, and now, or recently,
President of the Dominion Board of
Trade. The Act of 1875 was passed.
Now, had this Act been satisfactory ?
He noed not ask the question. No
hon. gentleman on the floor of the
flouse would say that the operation of
the Act had been satisfactory.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) : Yes.

Mr. COLBY said this was the first
expression of the kind he had beard.
It was said that this was a good Act,
but the merchants themselves, who
wer Inost interested in naking it a
success, did not find that it worked
w-ll. One attached the blame of its
failure to the Aet, and another laid it
on the manner of its administration;
but ho heard no one, either on the floor
of the House or outside of it, declare
ihat it worked well. He believed that
the Ilouse could not mature or perfect
an Act which would give satisfaction
uo this country. In attempting to
avoid one evil they fell into another;
if it was devised for the benefit of the
debtor, the result was fraud, dis-
honesty, over-speculation, and a great
many other evils; and, if it was framed
in -the interests of the croditor, the
debtor was oppressed. The difficulties
net were inherent in the system. In
soIe countries, perhaps, an Insolvency
Act Tight work well, but in this young
country this was not possible. The
great fault of the age, of this continent

nd of this Dominion, was a tendency
10 over-speculate, and for men without
catpital or experience to go into busi-
ness. The resu'ts were disastrous.
He had endeavoured to look with
favour on the amendment proposed by
thc 1inister of Justice, but ho had not
1'undl thlis possible. He hardly knew
a so0lvent trader, not already over-rich,
who would be able to obtain his dis-
cha-ge under our expensive Insolvent
Aet and pay fifty cents. on lhe dollar;

23½

and the enforcement of such a clause,
under our present system, would lead
to great injustice. The honest retail
trader, under the Act, was placed in a
condition of great embarrassment ;
bankrupt stocks were thrown on the
market, and bis difficulties were in-
creased by the hardness of the times
and the trouble experienced in collect-
ing his dues. Ie believed that it
would require an estate worth 150 per
cent. to realize 50 cents on the dollar,
if placed in liquidation under the ex-
isting Act. Nor did le believe that it
would be right to -wrest a man's estate
entirely out of bis own control, place
it in the hands of an assignee to be
managed or mismanaged, and at the
same time to force the debtor to
pay 50 cents on the dollar, before
a discharge could be secured.
In fact this would entail monstrous
hardships. le quite agreed, however,
with the proposition to require a cer-
tain amount to be paid, provided a man
went voluntarily into insolveney. The
proposition of the Minister of Justice
would tend to create widespread ruin
and disaster, and rather than subnit
to this alternative it would be bette: to
wipe out the Act altoOtlher. If ihis
were done, he did not think that thcy
would be thrown back on the old sys-
tem of preferential assignments or any
thing of that kind. Under sueli cir-
cumstances the Minister of Justice
would sec the necessity of enacting a
law of broader application, by which
arrangements between the creditors
and debtors might be facilitated, and
preferential assignments donc aiway
with.

Mr. IOLTON : In this Legisie
ture ?

Mr. COLBY, said this eould be
effected by adopting for the 1)o-
minion the practical and simple civil
law of the Province of Quebec, where
the systemn of preferential assignments
was unknown ; and by enacting with
that law an addition by which a debtor
might obtain his discharge with the
concurrence of his creditors or of a cer-
tain majority of them in number and
value, not as a matter of right, but as
an arrangement effected bet-ween
debtor and ereditor. This scheme
would provide an Insolvency Act
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within the meaning of the
Constitution, and froc from the
serious objections attached to the
Acts that had been placed on the
Statute-book in this country. These
laws had encouraged reckless trading,
induced inexperienced persons and
mon of too limited means to enter into
business, seriously lowered the standard
of mercantile honour, and driven
honest and capable men out of com-
mercial parsuits. Their tendency had
been of an extremely demoralizing
nature. It had been urged, that the
useless and dangerous weeds would
pass away in time, but the result of
the operation of these laws had rather
been to ieave these weeds in full pos-
session of the commercial field. He
did not think that they were adapted
to the truc interests of the country,
and their effects it was sad to contem-
plate. The amendments of the Minister
of Justice, on the other hand, would
make the law too stringent; it was all
very well in theory ; a nice and pretty
thing in the closet; but, in practice, it
would be most mischievous and a delu-
sion and a snare. No honest trader
would give notice to his creditors that
ho was in difficulties until it was too
late, and then ho would not be able to
take advantage of the proposed clause
which would relieve him from certain
liabilities. Such a person would
hope against hope, and defer
action in that direction until he
would be hopelessly involved.
An estate thrown into insolvency
might pay one hundred cents on the
dollar, not immediately, but in time,
if left under the insolvent's manage-
ment; but, under the present system,
modified, as was proposed by the Min-
ister of Justice, how could it be made
to pay fifty cents on the dollar, and
how could the diseharge be obtained?
He could not sec how this was possible;
and was this a law they should carry
home to the retail traders of this
country? Such a law would be con-
ceived wholly in the interests of the
Shylock, if the commercial Shylock
existed, and in the interest of the
creditor, whether lie were lenient or
harsh. There *as not a redeeming
feature in it; it gave no opportunity
whatever to the debtor to do anything
on bis own account, and the moment

Mir. COLBY.

any merchant throughout this broad
Dominion failed to meet his obligations
he would be exposed to the danger of
having his estate snatched out of his
hands and placed in alien custody, and,
under these circumstances, if it paid
only fifteen, ten, or five cents on the
dollar-though in reality worth
far more - e was obliged to
pay fifty cents on the dollar
before a discharge could be granted.
He was not willing that such a measure
should continue to be the law to be en-
forced for the next year, especially in
the present hard times. Let the House
consider with what difficulty honest
traders were keeping themselves afloat.
In these excessively and continuously
hard times-with short crops in many
sections of the country, and the state
of things aggravated by insolvent tra-
ders dropping down to the right and
left, with stocks thrown upon the
market and sacrificed to such an extent
that it was impossible for goods to be
sold at honest prices-every trader
in difficulty in this country was to bc
exposed to the operation of a law which
gave him no gleam of hope, but placed
him at the mercy of any creditor.
whether friendly or hostile, and, unless
his estate paid 50c. to the dollar, pre-
vented him from getting his discharge.
He knew of many estates that were
ordinarily estimated at 100c. to the
dollar that had not been able to pay
50c., or 30c., or 20c., or even 10c.
to the dollar, while others had been
entiroly wiped out under the operatiol
of the Insolvency Act that the countrY
had been blessed with for the last twO
years. While ho was not willing to
open the door to all the frauds of volul-
tary assignments, on the one hand,
he was not willing, on the other hand,
to support a law which was entirely i'
favour of the creditor, and gave Overy
disadvantage to the Insolvent debtor.

Mr. MACDONNELL said the me'-
for Stanstead reminded him mOre of

an advocate addressing a jury than Of
a member of this House taking a fair
and impartial view of the questiOn be
fore it. He had first said that the
Insolvent Law was perfectly fair I

principle, and, to show that, he had re
marked that, in an old country, Whe
men were brought up to business te
law might work well. 1e afterward'
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said that no law which discharged a
debtor from paying his debts was right,
thus contradicting himself. He said
an unfortunate debtor should be allow-
ed to make a compromise, but he could
do that under an Insolvent Law as well
as if there was none. The Insolvent
Law was intended for the honest but
unfortunate debtor. It was not origi-
nally intended for the benefit of the
creditor, but, under the law of 1875,
which compelled the debtor to pay 33
cents on the dollar, -the interests of the
creditors were considered and respect.
ed. The hon. gentleman said that this
was the same law which had been on
the Statute-book since 1864. He (Mr.
MacDonnell) denied it. The law from
1864 to 1875 made no proviso that the
debtor should pay any amount to the
creditor. The hon. and learned mem-
ber argued in favour of the debtor at
one time and in favour of the cre-
ditor at another, when ho said that
the law .enabled reckless or inex-
perienced men, without capital,
brains, or competence in business, to
enter into trade, thus defrauding their
creditors and possibly the publie;
while on the other hand he declared
that the law which enabled a creditor,
at any moment when the debtor was in
difficulty, to get process issued against
hiin and bring him into court was an
Unjust law. The law had worked very
well in the Province of Nova Scotia
and he should be very sorry to sec it
repealed after such a short experience.
He found the sentiment of the com-
mercial men was in favour of the prin-
(iple as well as the practice of the law.
The hon. member said it was good in
prînciple but Vas imperfect in prac-
tice. . If the House adopted a right
preincile they should be able, by thoir
wsdom and legislative ingenuity, to
educe it to practice and carry it out

by legislative enactment, ho admitted
it 'vas difficult to pass an Insolvent
Law which would work well, but what
Iaw was perfect ? From the first day
that England had a Legislature downto the present, she had been amending
and altering her laws, and, while they
Possessed no powers beyond human
Powers, they would not be able to pass

aaw which would be perfect'in its oper-tions. This was no time t> condemn
s law, Seeing that we were passing

through a time of unprecedented strin-
gency in trado and in the industries of
the country.

Mr. LANDERKIN said ho had sup-
ported the present Insolvent Act, as
he believed at that time that it was a
necessity. He thought so stili. lie
did not believe it would be in the inter-
ests of the country to have the Act
repealed at present. The objects of the
Act,as he had then concoived them to be,
were of a two-fold character-not only
to relieve the debtor, unfortunate in
certain cases, but to secure the creditor.
By that Act, the creditor got possession
of the estate of the insolvent in a more
ready and in a cheaper method than he
could otherwise have donc. It had
also been stated that the object of the
Act was to prevent the continuance of
the old system of giving certain
creditors a preference in regard to the
estate of the insolvent. The principles
of the Act had commended themselves
to bis judgment, and he had resisted
any amendments which had since been
proposed, as ho desired that a longer
time should be given, in order to sec
whether the law had worked bene-
ficially and had carried out the expec-
tations which were formed when it
came into force. It was well known
that too many persons engaged in
trade to the proportion of the amount
to be donc. That was to be regretted,
but he did not think the Insolvent Act
had anything to do with the fact. The
Act was framed with great care, to
protect the rights of every class
engaged in trade, and if it secured the
honest debtor's release, upon certain
conditions, from his liabilities, and
punished the dishonest one, its opera-
tion must have a beneficial tendency.
It was required to protect the wholesale
traders, who frequently lived a distance
from those dealing witli them, and it
was impossible, in many instances, for
them to get a share in an insolvent
estate, unless there was a law of this
character. There wore many things
which should be considered before
attempting to reinove the Act from the
Statute-book. If they looked for a
moment into the operations of the Act,
it would be son that the number who
failed in 1876 was less than in 1875.
Possibly, when the Act bocame better
understood, and its operations more
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effectually carried out, it might prove
a great boon to the country. It was
to be regretted and it was also unsatis-
factory if a creditor did not receive the
full amount of his account; but such a
thing was one of the risks of trade, and
it was difficult to legislate to prevent
it. Country merchants and retail
dealers, it was true, had difficulties to
contend with, from the fact that when
a man was forced into insolvency, the
goods were sold at bankrupt rates, and
brought intocompetition with the regu-
lar trade, whose interests were there-
by injured. Cases of this kind frequently
occurred, and were not unknown before
the Insolvent Law. The Bankruptcy
Act did not croate this state of things.
If the House would consider provisions
for the regulation of trade, they might
arrive at some solution of the
difficulty arising from so many
persons entering into business. If some
standard were required by the
Iouse as a guarantee, it might be
worthy of consideration, but, as things
were, with the credit system in full
force, it was to be expectod that a
great many insolvent cases would
occur. But, notwithstanding all the
difficulties which beset the retail
dealers, many of them, who had
started with small capital, had man-
aged by industry and perseverance to
amass considerable wealth. Failare,
in a great many instances, was due to
a lack of business training; and, if it
could be arranged that incompetent
persons could not enter intt trade, ho
thought insolvency would be rare.
No doubt much of the existing state
of things was due to over-trading ;
there must be failures if a larger
number of persons engaged in trade
than was necessary for the require-
ments of the country. It was to be
regretted that so many farmers' sons
embarked in business, but it was diffi-
cult for the House to interfere in such
a matter. As soon as it became
understood that agriculture was botter
adapted for the young men of Canada
than any other business, and would
enable them to earn a competency
and independence much quicker than
any other walk of life, this evil would
cure itself. He had given notice of a
Bill to make some amendments to the
Act, but upon consideration ho

Mr. LANDERKIN.

concluded it was more dosih'able
to watch more closely its operation
than to interfere with it at present.
After listening to the debate, ho had
formed the opinion that it would be
unwise and impolitic to repeal the In-
solvent Law, and ho would, therefore,
support the motion of the hon. member
for Hamilton. There was no doubt
that trade would revive, especially as
the affairs of the country were being
so judiciously managed, and, when that
desirable result came about, there
would probably not be so much need
for a Bankruptcy Act. If the law
were thon found inadequate to the re.
quirements of Canada, the propriety
of its repeal would be worthy of con-
sideration. If the Act was repealed
now, perhaps the wholesale merchants
would cease carrying the rotail dealers.
and the latter would force the con-
sumers to pay, which would ho hard
all around at present. Perhaps, in
another season, there would be a boun-
tiful harvest, and the farmers would be
botter prepared to conduct their busi-
ness on the cash system. Whon that
result was attained, it would be timo
enough to talk of the repeal of the Act.

Mr. KERR said he was a firm be-
liever in the maxim that silence is
golden and speech only silver, and
nothing but the strength of his con-
victions on the question before the
House constrained hiin to break the
golden silence and explain why hO
should vote in favour of the amentmnOlt
of the hon. member for ilamilton. lHe
would vote for that amendment, not as
a lawyer, to show his unselfishness. but
from a conviction of duty. le would
not vote for it for the sake of vindi-
cating the fair name of that ancient
and honoured profession of which ho
was but a humble member; nor
would ho ever feel it necessary tO vin-
dicate the honour of that profession so
long as its chief possessed the imnmea-
surable talents and shining integrity
possessed by the present AttorneY
General of the Dominion. This ws '

larger question than one of self; it was
one that affected the interests of the
whole country; and, in casting his vote

on this occasion, ho rejoiced that h
could not if ho would, and would be
ho could, give a vote which would
considered Provincial rathela
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tionall, its character. IIe trusted
hon. genlemen would look nt this
question from a Dominion and not
trom a Provincial staidpoint. le
would iot argue to show that an In-
soivency Law could be framed which
woul: be satisfactory to all the people
of the country. Such a law could not
e franed. They weroe not called

ùoon to decide whether the Insolvent
Il aw was a good or a bad law. His
opinion was that it -was an evil, but
ihaut it was a necessary evil ; and that
it was the least of two evils; and as
such lie intended to discuss the matter.
That it was an evil to be without an
Insolvency Law was evidenced by the
arguments of those who favoured the
amendment. The onus of proof lay
uipon those gentlemen who opposed
hlie Bill. lis experience was that the

state of things before 18t4, when the
Insolvent Law was enacted, was emiii-
ently conducive to dishonesty and
swindling. They were told that one of
the effects of the Insolvency Law -was
that it was favourable to that kind of
conduct. If this were the case, the
,ame kind of conduct would be prac-
1ised with impuinity without the law.
So much was this the case that, in

S64, a great many persons. with much
wisdom, asked Parliament to place
upon the Statute-book some law that
would act as a check to these fraud-
lent operations. Even if the present

aw was defective,it would be botter,
1>efore making any decided opposition
or urging its repeal, to wait until the
hon. the Minister of Jastice brought
dlown his proposed amendments. It
was a significant fact thatthose gentle-
men0fl most interested in the law had
,poken in favour of it. It was not in

-Man nature to romain long under a
gievance. If this country felt that
tIhe Insolvent Law was a grievance,
'hat grievance would be fully set forth
7 Petitions. Instead, however, of any
ititions having been presented against
he Act, all the representations from
he public to the Government were infavour. It would seem, from the

ieiarks of some of the hon. members,that the Province of Queboc suffered
'omewhat from the operations of the

et. Quebec entered the Confederation
n a man would enter into the mar-

'ge state-for botter or for worse. If

Quebec had more of the worse than
the other Provinces, it ought to bear
it if the law was to the advantage of
the Dominion at large; and, even if
there were any disadvantage, it wa
more than outweighed by the advan-
tages of Confederation otherwise.

Mr. MOUSSEAU said that lie would
record his vote in favour of the motion
of the hon. member for Richelieu, and,
when the occasion presented itself, b
would with pleasure vote with the hon.
member for St. John for the complete
repeal of the Insolvent Act. It had
been stated that the merchants gener
ally of Montreal, Toronto, Quebec and
other places, did not desire the abroga-
tion of this measure. The #debate
during this evening, as well as during
previous eveninzs when it had come
up, had concerned one, the commer-
cial interest, and it had been intimated
that the agricultural class and the
artisans were at the mercy of these
honourable gentlemen; and that the
legislation of this country, year after
year, was only calculated in the inter-
ests of commerce, of great speculators,
and of the large importers of Montreal,
Toronto, &c. ; but he thought that the
time had at length arrived when the
House and country should understand
that there were more classes than one
-- the mercantile class-in the Province
of Quebec, in the Dominion of Canada,
and in the worid. There existed other
important and numerous classes of
great productive power, which made
nations prosporous by means of their
toi], though they often became the
victinms of other classes of society.
The sole interests of commercial men
wero not at present in question, but
those of the country in general. Mon.
gentlemen on both sides of the House
had established the fact that the
present law had produced enormous
disasters, from moral, commercial and
social points of view. The very prin-
eiple of the law was immoral, because
its tendency was to allow debtors to
pay their debts with nothing; and,
day after day. it continued working
moral, commercial, and social ruin. It
was an excoptional measure, and it
ought to be only resorted to in the
event of an absolute necessity existing
for its being brought into operation.
He thought that such a necessity had
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for a long time past disappeared, and
that it was now causing an immense
and an incalculable amount of rain,
which could only be repaired after
some ton or fifteen years of industry
and economy. In fact, what were the
consequences of the law? Statisties
and figures had been laid before the
House clearly proving the disastrous
nature of its operations. It had been
shown that a great number of bank-
rupts, perhaps nine ont of ten, had paid
such sums as five, ten and fifteen cents
on the dollar; and more, in many in-
stances which had occurred, in lieu of
effecting reformation, this law had
created great moral disasters, and men
had become insolvent, not once onily,
but four or five times during the period
of its operation. One of the causes
Jeading to this unhappy result was
perhaps due to the ease with which
discharges were obtained. In the
United States, such a measure
had been introduced after the
civil war ; and, in this country,
an irresistible desire for specula-
tion, and for living beyond one's
means, and for stock-jobbing was
exhibited, such as had never been
witnessed prior to its enactment; and
men, as was donc in New York, in
Boston and other places over the
border, aped a style entirely dis-
proportionate to their actual re-
sources. Another cause of insolven-
cies was this: a large number of young
men, who lacked capital but did not
longer wish to remain employés,
aspired to bo merchants, and their
unfortunato inclinations in this res-
pect were encouraged in consequence
of the enormous importations that
Lad taken place. The wholesale mer-
chants of Montreal, Toronto, and
other principal cities had imported
perhaps ten times more than the
country required, and what was the
result? They sent thoir goods at any
price to retailers not only in the
cities, but in villages, even to the
very outskirts of the settled portions
of the country. And the consequence
of sueh speculations, and of outry
into business without either the
requisite means or ability, had been a
resort to the provisions of the Insol-
vency Act. Under such circum-
stances this was not surprising, and

Mr. MoussEAr.

the losses thus incurred fell rather
upon the banks and capitalists than
upon the wholesale dealers. This
law was not noeessary for the honest
debtor, who, to speak frankly, was
always protected under the old law.
The honest debtor was not compelled
to fail; ho was always aided by
the banks when in difficulty,
and supported by his excellent reputa-
tion. Commercial disasters and mis-
fortunes had occurred before this
measure was introduced in 1864, but
they had been repaired. He perceived
that several members were disposed
to vote against the Bill of his hon.
friend from Richelieu, and in favour oi
such a course they gave excellent, nay,
superb, reasons. They admitted that
they were not satisfied with the Act
in its present state, but then they
awaited the amendments foreshadowed
by the Minister of Justice. These pro-
posed amendments appeared very fine
indeed, and before them the hon. mem-
ber for Montreal West bowed in evi-
dent admiration. It was proposed to'
compel the insolvent debtor to pay
fifty cents on the dollar, but, as had
been remarked, when such a debtor
could make such a payment and meet
the claims of the assignee, and of
people who preyed upon such estates.
h e was under no necessity of
becoming bankrupt. He respect
fully submitted that the country
at the present time required the
repeal of this law. If the cofm-
mercial disasters which had occurred
since 1864 were carefully studied, il
would be seen that commercial honour
and morality had since that perîou
been considerably lowered, and ho we
convinced that this was due te th
Act. The ease with which, under it
operations, debtors obtained compo'-
tions and roleases from the paymemV"
of just dobts and the results of extrava-
gant speculations, and, above all, the
expectation, in imitation of the exý
ample shown in the United States, tht
no matter how recklessly business We
conducted, creditors and expenses cOulc
thus be readily paid had lowered seriouf
ly the standard of commercial honolur*
and, he therefore believed that tho timeo
had at length arrived when the
law which had contributed to tlih
demoralising state of things, shold l"
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offaced from the Statuto-book. He
would not dwell upon the losses due to,
the bad management of insolvent es-
tates by assignees ; this subject had
been exhausted during the previous
debate, but the mismanagement in
question was undoubtedly frightful,
and there seemed to be no way of rem-
edying it; even the merchants them-
selves appeared incapable of suggest-
ing any modo by which this could be
done. He would not say that they
were not prepared for a law modelled
on the English and not ably on the
French system ; but still it must be
admitted that an Insolvency Act
provided excellent means for living at
the expense of other people. He
would quote the following appropriate
remarks from the valuable work writ-
ten on this subjeet by M. Bédarride,
a distinguished French author:-

"This was, that at all periods of history,
bankruptcy has given rise to the most odious
speculations; that cupidity and unfaithful-

ei0er had regarded it only as a nieans of
gletting enrichied to the detriment cf public
interest; that probity, up to this point the
most exemplary,had not been able to continue
before the future of misery, in the presence
of which it found itself insolently thrown;
and finally that interested solicitations, or
that sentiments honourable in their origin,
a-bly taken advantage of, concealed fron the
eyes of conscience the gravity of the acts
which they deternined.

' These frauds and these artifices, corn-
promising the fate of creditors who were
actig in good faith, were an extraordinarydangerin business, Thedisturbance of con-fldencc anidtfl restlicticn cf credit, which
sprang fron this state of thinge, could at
least compromise, if they did not destroy,this first and most precious element of public
prosperity.

"t was necessary at any price to reinove
this danger; and it was requisite to re-estab-lih cemynnerce on a scund foundaticui 1,)
1neans ocf an energetie an salutary protec-
tion, of a nature to weaken, if it did notabsolutely remove the evil, by neutralizing

principal efrects.
oThe legislature of 1838 had not failed to

ewhat the social interests required. The
ditervention cf the publie presecuter a l*in.
entaire, and his riZht te Lave, at any period,
omumnnîcationi with the accounts, books and

tapers of the bankrupt, usefully controlledahreports, which the official assignee nust
afdren him, and presented an obstacle tonfouetes calculated to relieve the ftankrupt
"'ln the Punishment which he merited."

'More than thirty years had elapsed sitcee enactment cf thie eaw, and l cauld be
saîd with truth, that these abuses, if they

had not been completely uprooted, lad at
least become less prevalent. Sufficiently
guarded, the publie and the private mterets
had been able to protect and defend them-
selves, and justice had not failed then, even
when she was oblged to take the initiative."

He further stated that the destruction
of confidence among men engaged in
commercial pursuits of credit, which
was the result of this Act, formed a
very grave feature for anxious consi-
deration. In the presence of almost
daily bankruptcies, of failures often
repeated by the same person, and of
continual losses, although the coffers
of banks were filled with money, and
capitalists were extremely wealthy,
the system of credit was disturbed to,
its very foundations. The law favoured
trade conducted on a suicidal basis and
dangerous speculations ; these people
who lived at the expense of otbers
were destroying credit, and it was
necessary under these deplorable cir-
cumstances to reassure those engaged
in trade, and take steps which would
lead to the restoration of confidence.
His only object was to subserve the
publie interests. If a law could be
framed which would not cause in this
country the evils he had instanced, ho
would eupport it ; but this was im-
possible. The country was not pre-
pared for so severe an enactment as
existed in other countries, and the
House did not desire it. In France,
legislation in this regard was severe,
and the results were most admirable.
In France the honest debtor possessed
satisfactory guarantees ; the books of
the trader must there be carefully kept;
they must show the precise causes of
failure and misfortune ; it must
be proved where the money had gone
--whether it had been absorbed in
private expenses or in unfortunate
speculations. Besides, rigourous pre-
cautions were taken to prevent fraud .
and wrong-doing. The books and
papers of the bankrupt were taken
possession of by public officers, and
subjected to a rigid and scrupulous
examination. After thirty years' ex-
perience, it eould bo truthfully said,
that if commercial dishonesty had not
been uprooted in that country it had
been severely checked. Publie and
private interests were protected and
defended, and justice did not fail to
be done. If the House vas readv
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and the country ripe for legislation of
the same severe character, restraining
commercial operations within the
bounds of moderation, he would vote
for it. He simply wanted to sec the
fraudulent debtor punished as he
merited, and the honest debtor treated
as he deserved. His hon. friend from
West Northumberland had not looked
at this question from a proper point of
view, which was t.hat of the general
interests of the country; his hon. friend
said it was strange that the people of
the Province of Qnebec and
their representatives in Parliament
should demand the abolition of this
law; but he would inform his hon.
friend that they did not make this de-
mand more in their interests than in
those of the other Provinces of the Do-
minion. They wished to see the law
abolished, simply because it was useless
and dangerous. His bon. friend the
me:iber for West Northumberland
had not only fallen into a strange error
with regard to their motives, but he
had also committed another and a
sufficiently serious mistake when he
declared that the burden of proof fell
on the shoulders of those who demand-
ed the repeal of the law. He, how-
ever, offered with pleasure in this
relation, the speeches made on this
subject by his hon. friends from Riche-
lieu and Stanstead. The proof re-
quired was complote, and it had been
laid before the House. The same hon.
gentlemen had invoked, he believed, the
history of the past, declaring that, be-
fore the enactment of the Insolvency
Act of 1864, great misfortunes had
been inflicted on the country. He
considered that this appeal was most
ill-judged, because this country had
never been really richer, happier or
more prosperous than it was
prior to that year. It was bet-
ter to transact a little less business,
and to have it transacted on a sound
foundation. In reply to another ob-
servation made by the hon. member,
he would say, it seemed to him that
all the Provinces of the Dominion had
made enough sacrifices in this regard;
and he thought that the Province of
Ontario was rich enough to submit
to the sacrifice of seoing this
law amended. The consequences en-
tailed by the Act wore ruinous and

Mr. iMOUSSEAU.

discred itable ; and, nevortheless, it was
argued that they must submit to it,
because Ontario did not wish to amend
the law, for the reason that snch a step
would exercise a disturbing influence.
He would vote with pleasuire for the
repeal of the law.

Mr. LAFLAMME said ho thought
that the fouse, before it arrived at a
determination to repeal this law, which
regulated most of the transactions
between creditors and debtors, shouli
ascertain the exact position in which
the country, and in particular the trad-
ing community, would be placed if
such a step were taken. He regret-
ted the fact that his hon. friend
from Richelieu had not thought pro-
per to present to the House equivalent
substitutes for those portions of the
law which wore acknowledged as, and
acceptod to be, of essential benefit to
the whole]community. ie understood,
trom the tenor of the arguments
adduced on both sides of the louse,
that objections were confined to the
working of the measure; but as to its
principles, ho failed to discover any
serious or valid objection. The essen-
tial objects of the law were-first, t)
obtain, when a debtor became i nsolvent,
the control of the estate for the benefit
of the creditors concerned. The
second object was to retlize the
proceeds of the estate in the m'lot
beneficial manner for those to whon it
naturally belonged, viz.: the creditors.
The third object was to sec that the
honest and unfortunate debtor obtained
relief. The law, as it had been pre-
pared, was made for these objects. No
one would deny that the creditors had
absolute control over the debtor's Cs-
tate, and, if the assignees absorbed the
estate for their own individual benefit,
it was by reason of the neglect and
absence of attention on the part of the
croditors. Unless the law was made
with very stringent provisions to force
the croditor to attend to his own inter-

ests, this could not be remedied. il
far as ho understood the law, and had
seen it worked, and as far as the inten-
tion of the promoters of it went, that
intention was to leave the whole mat-
ter of the debtor's estate in the hands
of the croditors. The official assignee
was morely an individual who tookt
possession of the estate, after thie det
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or had been declared insolvent. Some
hoa. gentlemen had objected to credi-
tors having the power to force a man
into insolvency who was really sol-
vent. The law provided a speedy
remedy in that case. If the party was
not insolvent, and had enough to pay
his debts, he could go before a judge,
oppose the demand of his creditors to
put him into insolvency, establish
his solvency, and then remain under
the ordinary course of law. Some of his
hon. friends who had spoken seemed
to have forgotten the principles which
regulated the regulation of creditor and
debtor in the Province of Quebec. The
principle of their law was that, the
moment a man had not sufficient to
pay his debts, and satisfy the whole of
his creditors, that moment ho was in-
solvent, and his property became the
pledge of the whole of his creditors.
This was principle which had been es-
tablished by the Insolvent Law for the
whole Dominion. They did not re-
quired an Insolvent Law in the
Province of Quebec to establish that
principle. It was alreadythere, and had
always existed. Ie was really aston-
ished to hear gentlemen belonging to
the bar of Lower Canada complaining
of the costs accompanying the proced-
1ire under this Insolvent Law. What
was the condition of the merchant or
creditor towards his debtor before the
establishment of this Insolvent Law?
Unfortunately,most of the ancient prin-
eiples of the French law had been done
away with-by practice, not by logis-
lation. There was in France, before
the cession of Canada, a provision
wvhich allowed the creditor to go to the
judge and obtain an order or
attachment in certain cases. This,
ly practice, not by positive en-
actment, had been removed, and,

pstead of that, the creditor had,
lie could attach the property of

raudulent debtor, to go before a
'ourt and swear that his debtor was
hereting and doing away with his
estate. Thon, if ho could not substan-
itte his allegation, lie was liable to

'lamaîges, and had to take an action in
-he ordintry course of law to obtain
s debt. This would be opposed by
h.debtor, who, by retaining an in-
lhgent lawyer, inight dolay the case
' a year. Pending this aetion, the

debtor, being warned of the intention
of bis creditor to bring him to the
hammer, would try to dispose of his
property by some means, and when
one creditor would take an action, the
others would follow. He had some ex-
perience in commercial cases, and had
known estates worth twenty shillings
in the pound, which, after this proeess,
would not yield enough to pay twenty
shillings in the pound to the lawyers.
There was not an action on a promis
sory note, where there was a contest-
ation, that would not entail, witbout
any appeal to a court of revision, ex-
penses amounting to at least fifty
pounds.

Mr. MITCHELL: Lawyers are a
very bad lot.

Mr. LAFLANIME said everybody
knew how, if there were twenty
creditors who took action, the estate
would be realized. The first judgment
creditor would take an execution, and
bring the whole chattel property to
sale. It consisted of the man's stock,
but it could not be sold in any place
except where the man was trading.
If ho traded in a distant country part,
the stock had to be sold there, yard by
yard, and often there would be friends
of the debtor to buy in the goods at a
nominal price. Then the proeeeds
were brought into court, and every
creditor was called upon, by advertise-
ment in the Canada Gazette, and by
notice at the church door, to file his
claim. Every one of these claims was
attended with a fee of $10 or $20, and,
if contested, the contestation was
equivalent to an action. Besides that.
the most valuable of the debtor's estate
consisted in bis book debts. How
could that be obtained for his creditors ?

Mi. MITCHELL: Put it in the
hands of the lawyer, and let him sue it.

Mr. LAFLAMME said that might
be a benefit; but the only way of
securing what was due to the creditors
was by way of attachment or garni-
shoeing. 'The creditors liad to take a
writ of attachment i the case of every
debtor of his debtor in order to force
him to come to court and declare what
amount he owed, and then lie was
forcod by a judgment of tle court to
pay this amount over to tho creditor.
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The result was that, in nost of the
co untry di stri cts,wh ere the debts rarely
excecded $10 per head, the cost ab-
sorbed more than the amouat to be
seized by the creditor, and there was a
dispersion of-the creditors who would
not take the trouble to wind up the
concern. The debtor, therefore, tran-
quilly enjoyed the benefit of his debts,
and lived by his creditors. It would,
perhaps, be said that the debt remained,
that the creditor had still his lien on
the property. But the fact was that
when the creditor could not obtain his
discharge, his wife would take action
for separation des biens, and no court
would refuse, because the moment a
man became insolvent the court was
bound to give his wife this separation.
The wife would then begin business,
and the debtor w>uld laugh at his
creditors. If he was an honest debtor
and wished to arrive at a settlement,
the only way was to stop action on the
part of the creditors, and he had always
found an invariable disposition to treat
the debtor fairly. But, even then,
when there was a chance of bringing
the whole matter to a satisfactory con-
clusion, a few debtors might say they
would not accept, and the arrange-
ment would fall through. This was
the actual condition of things before
the Insolvent Law came into operation.
He was personally opposed to the
introduction of the measure, but he
came to the conclusion that it was
necessary to give a more speedy remedy
to the creditors, to allow them to attach
the whole estate of the insolvent, and
thon to allow them to arrange the final
settlement. If those two provisions
had existed previously, there would
have been no nocessity for the law.
This system was no new thing ; it had
existed in France for 300 years. A
man who had been unfortunate in his
business could go into court and make
an absolute assignment of his posses-
sions and claim a discharge. True,
there was a kind of infamy atached
to the proceeding. The debtor had to
go into court with a green cap on,
and to fall on his knees and beg relief
from his creditors, and the disgrace
of that prevented many from seeking
relea-e from their liabilities. The
inan also who compounded with his i
creditors now in France was dis-

Mr. LAFLn1mF.

graced, and could not occupy tie
same position in society as lie did
before. He was astonished that per-
sons of common sense in other Pro-
vinces did not acknowledge the sound
principle of the law, because, the mo-
ment a man became insolvent, he had
to give a lien on his property which
no longer, in point of equity, belonged
to him. He could not sec what ob.
jection hon. members from Quebec
had to the law, particularly at thLis
critical juncture of commercial affairs.
It would be impolitie to repeal a law
which regulated the position of a
debtor towards his croditors in the
present condition of the country.
There were provisions in the ]aw
which were essential to the prosperity
and morality of a commercial coni-
munity. The provisions regarding
fraud were not new. Under the old
French law, a fraudulent debtor
was liable to be imprisoned untä
he had satisfied his creditors. H
admitted that that was too strict,
and our law had fixed the largest
term of imprisonment at two
years. It would also be well to
remember that there was no legal
definition of commercial fraud outside
the Insolvent Act. He would remind
hon. members from Quebec that the'
commercial community they repre
sented had advanced large quantities o
goods all overi the Dominion, and, the
moment the law was repealed, the
nearest creditor would take out judg
ment, and the estato woull be fasten]e
up until the demands wero satisfled.
That would be a very unsatisfactory
condition of affairs, and would lead to
hardships which could not exist under
the Act, because thon thrce, or four, o
five creditors would be found who
would be willing to try and resist the
desires of all the other creditors. There
was no case where thrce-fourths of the.
creditors agrecd unanimously upon "
composition which was not the bes
that could be donc in the interest a)
all. His hon. friend said the law, l
amended, would become a law entirely
against the creditor.

Mr. COLBY: I was spcaking ofthe
law of 1869, which contained the voilu
tary assignment clause. 1

Mr. LAFLAMME said le begg
his hon, friend's pardon. The p'reSem
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law loft the whole thing in the hands
olfthe creditors, with this advantage :
that, if the debtor was not fraudulent,
,,nd could not afford to pay fifty cents
in the dollar, three-fourths of the credi-
tors would be able to give him bis
diseharge.

Mr. COLBY: My understanding is
ihat, in the proposition of the Minister
of Justice, you are going from the
Scylla of the law of 1869, to the Charyb-
dis of the law as it will be with the
general amendment fully in the inter-
est of the creditor. I do not think
either law is a law which can be
worked.

Mr. LAFLAMME admitted that in
many cases the wholesale merchant
forced the goods upon the dealer. In
that case, the debtor became more an
agent of the wholesale merchant than
bis debtor; and consequently all that
could be exacted from the debtor was
to require him to show that ho Lad ful-
filled bis ageney and bis trust with
honesty, and that, having received the
goods with a sort of compulsion on the
part of the wholesale merchan t, he had
delivered them over to his purchasers,
but had been unfortunate in the colleo-
'ion. Therefore, Le was equitably
entitled to more consideration than a
man who borrowed £10 or £20 for the
purpose of purchasing the necessaries
O life. Although ho was in principle
opposed to any Insolvent Law, yet ho
beieved this was an unfortunate time
to repeal the present law. If his hon.
friend from Richelieu, instead of bring-
ing down a motion to totally and abso-
utely rOpeal the law, had substituted
something, even the principles of the
Civil Law in the Province of Quebee,then bis motion might be supported.
But, under the existing state of the
country, atotal repeal of the law would
be disastrous. H did not believe there
was an intelligent merchant in the
conmunity who would consent to the
repeal of this law without some substi-
tute being provided.

Mr. BARTHE: There is time
enough for that. We do not know thatwe rnay, ot agroe.

Mr. LAFLAMME: Let the hon.
gentleman first show the principles hointends to substitute, and then we can
compare them with the law.

Mr. BAIRTRE : If the hon. gentle-
man will vote for the repeal we will
work together for a new Bill.

Mr. LAFLAMME: I would not like
to leave the country in suspense. I
want the amendment to be concomi-
tant with the repeal.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said ho
had taken occasion to say that he
thought the Act in different parts of
the country was becoming very un-
popular, and that there was a geeral
desire that it should be repealed.
While ho made that statement, he had
not hesitated to say that there was a
great deal laid to the Act which was
justly chargeable to other causes. He
believed it was because the Act had
been so frequently resorted to that
year that it had become obnoxious.
He agreed that an insolvent estate was
entirely under the control of the
debtors; but he suggested that there
ought to be some more ready way of
obtaining examinations of fraudulent
creditors than that which existed.
There was no difficulty in an honest
debtor "getting though all right; the
trouble was in bringing the fact of
fraud home to a fraudulent debtor
without vexatious delay, trouble, and
expense. While he would vote aganst
the repeal of the Act, ho did not think
the aineudment proposed by the Minis-
ter of Justice, as to the right of the
creditors to exact 50 cents in the dollar
before allowing a discharge, would be
of any advantago. He said this upon
the broad principle that creditors
would not be hard upon the unfortu-
nate but honest debtor, even though he
could not pay 50 cents, while they
would not be so willing to take 60 or
even 75 cents from another debtor
who attempted to get into insolvency
from fraudulent motives. Another
consideration was that, if a man went
into the Insolveucy Court whenhewas
perfectly solvent, the expenses would
be so great that he, perhaps, would not
be able to pay more than 50 cents when
ho came out. He trusted that, with the
revival of business, there would not be
so many persons availing themselves
of the Insolvency Law as there had
been in the past.

Question put, and amendmont agreed1
to, on the following Division:-
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Messieurs

A ppleby Jetté
Archibald Jones (Halifax)
Bain Jones (Leeds
Bertram Kerr
Biggar Killam
Blake Kirkpatrick
Bolduc Laflamme
Borden Lajoie
Borron Landerkin
Bowell Lanthier
Bowman Laurier
Boyer Macdonald (Cornwall)
Buell Macdonald (Toron to)
Burk MacDonnell
Burpee (St. John) MeDougall (Renfrew)
Burpee (Sunbury) McCraney
Cartwright McGregor
Casey Melsaac
Casgrain McNab
Cauchon Mills
Charlton Norris
Christie Paterson
Church Perrv
Cockburn Pettes
Coffin Platt
Cook Pope (Queen's, P.E.I )
Costigan Ray
Cunningham Richard
Davies Robillard
De St. Georges Robinson
Dymond Ross (Durham)
Farrow Ross (Middlesex)
Ferris Ryan
Fiset Scatcherd
Fleming Schultz
Flesher Sinclair
Flvnn Smith (Peel)
Forb&s Smith (Selkirk)
Fraser, Smith (Westmoreland)
Fréchette Snider
Galbraith Taschereau
Gibbs (South Ontario) Thibaudeau
Gibson Thompson(Haldimand)
Gillmor Thomson (Welland)
Greenway Trow
Guthrie Vail
Hagar Wallace (Albert)
Hall White (Renfrew)
Higinhotham Wood
Holton Workman
Horton Yeo.--103.
;rving

NAYs:

Messieurs

Baby
Barthe
Richard
Benoit
Bernier
Blanchet
Bourassa
Brown
Bunster
Campbell
Caron
Cheval
Cimon
Colby
Coupal
Délorme
Desjardins

MIr. GIBBS.

Haggart
Harwood
Hurteau
tittle
McKay (Colchester)
McCailum
McQuade
Monteith
Montplaisir
Mousseau
Ouimet
Pinsonneault
Robitaille
Rose (Prince Edward)
Rouleau
Rymal
Stephenson

Domville
Donahue
Ferguson
Gill

Wallace (Norfolk)
White (Hastings)
Wright (Pontiac).-4L.

PAIS :
Fo r Against

Mackay (Cape Breton) Palmer
Macdougall (Elgin) Roy
Young McMillan
Carmichael Dugas
Brouse Gaudet
Gillies Oliver
Power McDonald(CapeBreton)
Macdonald (Kingston) Orton
Scri ver McGreevy.

OrdLered, That the said Bill be read a
secondîl tinie this day four months.

House adjourned at
Twenty-five minutes aîer

Eleven o'lock.

i(OUSE OF COMMONS.

Tursdyl, 1st March, 1S77.

The Speaker tok( the ha ir at Th 1!'
o'clock.

THE CHARLEVOIX ELECTION

The SPEAKER laid before tilh
House a certified copy of the jud-
ment and decision of the Suprene
Court of Canada in the ('harlevoix
contested electiont appeal case, declar-
ing the election void.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI) oved:
" That a writ do issue for a newe

lbr the county of Charler-oix."

Mr. BLAKE said the law provided
that the Speaker should, at the earliet
possible moment after receiving the
certificate from the Court, give thie
necessary directions for the issue of a
writ for a new election. If the
Speaker delayed taking action, the
House would still have the power t
call upon him to obey the Law; but it
would be the better course to assun
that the Speaker was about to execute
the law and give him the opportunitY
of doing so, than to propose a motion
as in the case of delay, until the dehly
liad occurred.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought that, since the tribunal for
the trial of election cases had beeni
changed from the House or a Col-
mittee of the House to the Judges, 11
England the practice still obtained
of proposing a motion foi the

(COMMO0Ns.] .El-cltin.
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jssuc of a writ when a vacancy
occuirred during a Session of Par-
liae1t. He thonght the English
practice was similar to that in Canada.
It was desirable that the practice of
submitting a motion for the issue of
a writ should be continued, so that the
Ilouse should still retain power over
the issue of the writ.

Mr. IIOLTON said in his view the
iIouse should retain all its powers in
,ts own hands. The report of an Elec-
lion Committee was just as conclusive
as the judgment of the Supreme Court,
and yet a motion had always been
iiade. Sometimes the reports of Elec-
tion Committees were acconpanied by
a statement regarding matters con-
iiete<d with the election which called
for the intervention of the House. The
louse possessed precisely the saine
privilege with respect to the judgnents
ofthe Courts trying controverted olec-
tions as it had under the old law in
respect to the reports of the Election
Committees.

Mr. SPEAKER said there was a
very wide distinction between the pre-
sent state of things and that under the
,ld law. Under the old law, Election
Comnittees could only sit during the
Session and their report could only be
maide while Parliament was in Session.
le did not think that the old law
required the Speaker of his own motion
to issue the warrant, but it was left to
the bouse in that case.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he would withdraw the motion, and ho
hoped Mr. Speaker would, under the
terms of the Statute, proceed to issue
his warrant for a new writ of election
firthwith.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said that under
the Election Act it was provided that,when a Judge reported that cor-
r'upt practices had prevailed, or there
\as reason to believe such had pre-vaihAd, then the Speaker was not to
issue his order for a new writ save byorder of the House. The right of the

u1011se to order the issue of the writ in
that case was expressly reserved.

Mr. SPEAKER said he would order
bis Warîrant to issue.

Motion withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour
to inform the House that I have, in
conformity with the Act 37 Victoria,
chapter 10, section 36, issued my war-
rant to the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery for a new writ of election for
the Eloctoral District of the County of
Charlevoix.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally
introduced and read the first time:-

Bill (No. 57) To authorize the Royal
Canadian Insurance Company to reduce
its capital stock, and for other pur-
poses.-(Mr. Jetté.)

Bill (No. 58) To change the name of
the Dominion Building Society to that
of the City Mortgage Loan Company,
and to change, amend, and in certain
cases to increase the powers of the said
Society.-(Mr. Ouimet.)

Bill (No. 59) To amend an Act in-
eorpating the Union Life and Accident
Insurance Company of Canada, and to
change the name to the Union Insur-
ance Company of Canada.-(Mr. Kirk-
patrick.)

(OMMERCIAL AGENCIES.

QUESTION.
Mr. BERNIER asked whether it was

the intention of the Government to
introduce a law during this Session to
protect business men against false
reports delivared by Commercial Agen-
cies, which had the effect of injuring
the credit of parties perfectly solvent.

Mr. BLAKE: It is not the intention
of the Government during the present
Session to propose any such measure.

QUEBEC AND LAKE ST. JOHN'S
RAILWAY.

QUESTION.

Mr. THIBAUDEAU asked whether
it was the intention of the Government,
during this Session, to grant a sum of
money in aid of the construction of
the Quebec and Lake St. John's Rail-
way.

Mr. MACKENZIE : The Govern-
ment have not had the inatter under
consideration.

Routine Business.
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THE GRAND TRUNK STRIKE.
QUESTION.

Mr. SCRIVER asked whether,in vieN
of the difficulties recently occurring be
tween the Grand Trunk Railway Com
pany and the Locomotive Engineers i
their employ and the great injury ti
the public interest arising therefrom
it was the intention of the Governmen
at the present Session to introduce any
legislation having for its end the pre
vention of similar evils in future.

Mr. BLAKE: This very importan
subject has been under the consideration
of the Government. I cannot see thai
there is any hope of preventing the evil
by legislation; but it is in expectation to
propose to the louse some measure
which îvay have for its end the pre-
vention of some of the evils, or at any
rate which would tend to their mitiga-
tion.

TWENTY CENT PIECES.
QUESTION.

Mr. CHEVAL asked whether the
Government would be good enough to
take iuto consideration whether the
most expeditious mode of causing the
twenty cents piece of money to disap-
pear from circulation would not be to
<-all it in and have it stamped as twenty-
five cents, inasmuch as it would always
be a real nuisance to the publie.

Mr. SPEAKER: The questions are
inconsistent with the rules of the
House, which forbid debateable matter
being introduced into a question. It is
quite debateable whether twenty cent
pieces are a nuisance or not.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Some con-
siderable time ago there was a Govern-
ment order issued that, when any of
theue twenty cent pieces were paid in,
they were not to be re-issued. I was
not aware that there was any consider-
able amount of twenty cent pieces
outside but I will cause further enquiry
to be made on the subject.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 7.]
( Mr. Bolduc.)

ORDER DISCHARGED.

Mr. VAIL said some arrangement
had been inade with the Minister of

Mr. MAOKENZIJ.

Inland Revenue that this Bill shold
be dropped.

viMr. B3OL-DUC moved that the ordcr
be discharged.

Order discMarqed and Bill withdralin1.

INSOL VENT ACT AMENDMENT
BIILL.-[BILL NSO. 11.]

w

ORt'DER DISCIIARGED.

Mr. LANDERI4KN said ho had stlatoj
the precedingr evenîngf that he did no
intend f0 proceed wi th this iBill; tier-e.
fore lie moved that thc order bc dis-
chargred.

Order dischiarged and B3ill iithdrawli.

* LSOLENT ACT AMENDMEX'T
BILL.-[BILL No. 15.]

(Mfr. Whïtte, Renfreîo.)

OItDER DIScIIALIGED.

.Mr. WHITE (iRenfrew) said that hi,.
object in bringing this Bill before the
bHouse was to obtain sucli amendment
f0 the Insolvent Act of 1875 as would
make ifs provisions applicable to
traders residingy within fthe Judiciai
District of Nipissing, in which therc,
was Do officiai a-ssignee, and no Judgc
having county jurisdiction, but neye-r-
theless a numnber of traders, soîne of
whom carried on an extenisive busines.
These traders were subjeet, to all the
vicissitudes of their class, 'and ho hud
presumed that, under the l4th section
of the Act, an insol ventdebtor residilc
in the district miglit make an assîgil-
ment to, the officiai assignee o? the
county o? lienfrew upon demand beîng,
made upon him. It appearcd, how-
ever, from a recent decision o? the
County Judge of the coanty of lien-
frew, tand also of one o? the Suiperior
Court Judges at Toronto, that
a writ of' attacliment could not be
obtained against an insolvent tràder
in this district if lie refused f0 ll'kc
an assignment undor the Act.

Mr. MACKENZIE. I presumle it
wouid answer the puîrposo of' flic bln
gentleman if isucli an amendmejat
were inserted in ftho genera»! -Ae
amending the Insolvenit Acf.

Mr. WHIJTE : Cortainly.

368 Routine Business.
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Mr. MACKENZIE: Thon, if the
Order be discharged, I will call the at-
tention of the Minister of Justice to
the matter.

Mr. WIIITE : On that understand-
ing, I move that the Order be discharg-
cd.

Order discharged, and Bill withdrawn.

ONTARIO PERMANENT BUILD-
ING SOCIETIES BILL.

[BILL No. 21.]

(Mr. Hall.)

ORDER DISCHARGED.

Mr. HALL: I move that the Bill be
read the second time, and referrel to
the Committee on Banking and Com-
merce.

Mr. MACKENZIE: This Bill, as I
understand it, is simply and solely
intended to facilitate the change of
name on the ])art of these societies. I
think it is probable that a clause might
be introduced into the general Bill
affecting Companies about to be incor-
1)orated or aliady incorporated under
the general Stock Companies Act,
which would accomplish the change
the hon. gentleman desires.

Mr. BLAIN: I may say, with refer-
ence to this matter, that considerable
difficulty has arisen regarding such
changes of name. There are several
Bills now before the House having this
enld in view, and I know of a Bill of
this character which was passed last
Session, sent up to the Senate and
adopted. After it received the assent
of the ('overnor-G-eneral, however, it
was discovered that the name so author-
ized was identical with the name
borne by another Company then doing
business. It seoins to me that some
more convenient machinery should be
devised for these purposes; and I think
that the principle of this Bill miglit in
Some shape be adopted by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. CA RTWRIGHT: That point
has already attracted the attention of
the Government, and a special clause
is 'fserted in the Bill, which will be
introduced in a day or two, guarding
against that particular class of errors.

24

Mr. MACKENZIE: The Bill had
botter stand as dropped in the mean-
time.

Mr. iAL: I have no objection.
Order discharged.

PROTEST OF INLAND BILLS
BILL.-~BILL No. 37.]

(Mr. Jones, IHalifax.)
SECOND READING.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said ho had
ex plained, when ho introduned this
]ill, that he proposed subnitting it to
the Banking and Commerce Commit-
tee, in order that it might there be
diseussed. He therefore moved the
second reading.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
he had drawn the attention of the hon.
member from Halifax to the first and,
lie believed, the only clause of the Bill,
referring to the protesting of notes or
bills of exchange. On this point, the
wording did not seem to him to be
sufficiently clear, inasmuch as it stated
that, in the absence of a Notary Public,
the Bill might be protested before a
Justice of the Peace. IIe thought
the wording of the clause was
hardly sufficiently explicit. What did
the hon. member mean by the absence
of a Notary? Did it apply to cases in
which no Notary lived in the county,
city, village or place where a note
happened to fali due and was not
paid, or to be presented for acceptance
and was not accepted ? If the defini-
tion was not made more clear, ho was
perfectly satisfied that the fruit of the
Bill would be a very considerable
amount of' litigation. He also eon-
sidered that the Bill should be referred
to a Committee of the Whole House,
as it referred to matters of trade, par-
ticularly because the portion to which
ho had referred was so inexplicit and
so ambiguous.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) explained
that the Bill had been placed in his.
hands by bankers of lalifax, who had
found thcmselves in the position of
not being able to protest a note or
bill of exchange at the expense of the
defaulter. When it came before the
Committee on Banking and Commerce,
the hon. gentleman from Cape Breton
could fully discuss the matter. fis
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attention had already beoei drawn to
the point to which the hon. gentleman
had referred, and another hon. mem-
ber had suggested that the clausemnight
be so altered as to allow notes to be
protested by a Notary Publie or Jus-
tice of the Peace.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
he was under the impression that, as
the Bill related to trade and commerce,
it could not properly be before the
House until they were in Committee
of the Whole. He saw that, under
Section 41 of the Rules of the House, a
Bill of this kind should be submitted
to the Cominittee of the Whole House.

-Mr. YOUNG saidi he thought the
Bill should be referred to the Banking
and Commerce Committee.

3r. SPEAKER said the hon. member
for Cape Breton had taken an objec-
tion, which, if valid, would be fatal to
th2 Bill in the present stage. He did
not think, however, that the objection
was valid. Bills relating to banks,
banking and insurance, and other Bills
of this class, had not been held to be
Bills affecting trade in the technical
sense of the word, or in the sense in
vhich it was used in the Rules of the

House.
Mr. YOUNG: Do I understand that

to be your decision ?
Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.
3r. YOUNG said ho would much

prefer to have the Bill sent to the
Banking and Commerce Committee,
which was specially informed on ques-
tions of this kind, and to which, he
was sure, no other Committee could
be superior, it being under the able
chairmanship of the hon. member from
Chateauguay, for the consideration of
clauses or measures of the description
in question.

3r. SPEAKER: It is laid down in
May that the rule requiring Bills af-
feücting trade to originate in Com-
mittee is held to apply not only to
trade generally, but also to any par-
ticular trade. Bills respecting insur-
ance and interest, for instance, are held
not to come under the rule, and I
believe the present Bill comes under
the same category, and does not apply
to a particular trade.

Bill read the second tine.
Mr. JoNs.

AMOUNTS CARRIED OVER BY
ORDER IN COUNCIL.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. TUPPER moved for a return
showing all amounts carried over by
Orders in Council, at the end of the
financial year, under the authority of
Chapter 2 of the Act of last Session -
with copies of the Orders in Council
and a statement of the amounts of such
lapsed balances remaining unexpended
at the end of three months from that
date,

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said ho would
not object to the motion if a fur-
ther clause were added. They had
found that considerable amounts of un-
expended balances brought forward by
Order in Council had been expended,
as far as could be discovered, without
any Parliamentary authority. While
this Government had been in office, it
had sometimes been found necessary to
use unexpended balances, but they had
always asked the authority of Parlia-
ment therefor. He could discover no
authority for the expenditure of two
or threc large sums in 1871 and 1872.
fie suggested the addition of the fol-
lowing words:-

" Together with a statement of all amounts
carried forward by Orders in Council fron the
lst July, 1867, showing the sumo actually
expended in each case and the Parliamentary
authority sanctioning the same."

He had not consulted the Minister
of Justice on the point, but if, as he sup-
posed, the expenditure of money in)
this way was a crime or misdemoanor,
perhaps the hon. gentleman opposite
would think it necessary to obtain an
Act of Indemnity therefor.

Mr. TUPPER said ho had no objec-
tion to the amendment proposed by the
hon. the Minister of Finance. le was
prepared to enter upon the discussion of
the question of expending public moneY
without Parliamentary authority at
any time the hon. gentleman pleased.

Motion as amended, agreed to, as fol-
lows:-

Resolved, That an Order.of the House do
issue to the proper officer for a Return show
ing al] amounts carried over by Orèerd l
Council, at the end of the fmnanciai year.
under the authority of Chapter 2 of the Act
of last Session; with cop'es of the Orders 1,
Council, and a statement of the amount O
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such lapsed balances remaining unexpended
at the end of three months from that date,
together with a statement of all amounts
carried forward by Orders in Council from
ist July, 1867, showing the sums actually
expended in each case, and the Parliamen-
tary authority sanctioning the same.

APPOINTMENT OF SENATORS.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. MASSON moved for copies of
all correspondence between the Do-
minion and the Imperial Governments
from the month of October, 1873, to
31st December, 1874, relating to
the appointment of Senators for the
Dominion. He said his intention in
making this motion was to draw the
attention of the House to a very serious
matter which had created no small ex-
citement and surprise in the country.
It was well known that during His
Excellency the Governor-General's
visit to British Columbia last summer
there existed in that Province a deep-
felt sentiment of dissatisfaction and
bad feeling towards Canada on ac-
count of some alleged bad faith. That
discontent had assumed such propor-
tions that his Excellency thought it
proper to interfere; and he most gen-
erously exposed himself to misunder-
standings in order to allay the dissatis-
faction which was threatening to be-
come serious. They all knew that his
Excellencv's intention was to put Can-
ada right with British Columbia.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. gentle-
man will be careful in that connection.

Mr. MASSON said he would be care-
fui, and Mr. Speaker would have no
reason to call him to order. His
Excellcncy could evidently not remove
the ill-feeling which existed without
pledging himself as to the good faith
of his own Ministers, hoping no doubt
thatif British Colambians,on account of
some extraordinary or unaccountable
,irculstances, could not extend full
confidence to the Ministers, theywOuld place confidence in himself. The
great difficulty which stood in the way
of those who pretended the Government
was guiltless in this matter was the
Esquimalt and Nanaimo Bill in the
Senate. The general impression in the
ProvIce was that the Government had
not done what they could to carry that

24J

measure, which the hon. the Premier
himself had proposed as an equivalent
or compensation for delays in the con-
struction of the Pacific Railway. bis
Excellency evidently desired to remove
that feeling, and he did so by an unex-
pected declaration, which, having been
printed in every paper in the Domin-
ion, had become public property, and
which, according to the rules of Parlia-
ment and constitutional rules, he was
entitled to read to the House. Refer-
ring to the defeat of the Bill, Ris
Excellency said :

"I eaw Mr. Mackenzie the next day, and
I have seldom seen a man more annoyed or
disconcerted than he was. Indeed he was
driven in that interview to protest with more
warmth than he has ever used against the
decision of the English Government which
had refused, on the opinion of the law offi-
cers of the Crown, to allow him to add to the
nuinbers of the Senate. When, soon after
his accession to office, Prince Edward Island
had entered Confederation, 'lHad I been
permitted,' he said to me, ' to have exercis-
ed my right in that respect this would not
have happened, but how could these mis-
chances be prevented in a body, the majority
of which, having been noninated by my po-
litical opponents, is naturally hostile to me."'

bis intention in making the motion
was also to obtain the reasons which
induced the Government to make this
extraordinary demand for more
Senators. When he made use of those
words " extraordinary demand," he
was employing a mild expression, for
it was a most unprecedented, a most un-
accountable demand to ask power to
increase the Senate at a time when it
was not required. He also wanted to
know what could have been the motives
of the Imperial Government in refusing
to accede to the request, whether it was
considered in England that the hon. the
Prime Minister had no right to make
the demand, or whether it was thought
that the request was improper and
should not be granted. If they admit-
ted the right, which, according to the
law, they must, of the hon. the Premier
to ask an increase in the number of
Senators on his own responsibility,itwas
surprising that the requisite authority
should not have been conferred upon
him, unless the reasons he had sug-
gested had actuated the Home Office in
their refusai. In England, increasing
tho number of Peers was a serious
que :ion, and statesmen, even in timea
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of great difficulty, wore always chary
about elevating persons to the House of
Lords ; they found it preforable to
forego their right of adding to the
numbers of that House in times of
emergency, and they would rather have
their proposed legislation fall through
than do anything which would be
contrary to the dignity or independence
of the louse of Peers. If that reluct-
ance existed in England, where the
constitution allowed the number to be
increased to an unlimited extent, there
was more reason for it to be displayed
in Canada, since the Act of Confedera-
tion limited the increase of Senators
to six. The intention of the legislators
was that, in cases of great crises, the
Crown would, under the recommenda-
tion of their constitutional advisers,
appoint no more than six Senators;
and, at the time of the passage of the
Act of Confederation, it was contended
the Crown should not have the right
to swamp the Sonate or to reverse its
decision by appointing a number of
men in accord with the House of Coa-
mons. No less an authority than the
hon. the President of the Council had
written an able book on that subject,
in which ho upheld the position that
the provision of the law was a wise
one, inasmuch as it prevented the
Government of the day from increasing
the number of the Senate to bring it in
accord with their views. That hon.
gentleman said in his work:

" On nous répondera sans doute : mais le
nombre des pairs n'es' pas fixé et le souve-
rain peut l'augmenter a volonté. Celà est
vrai en théorie, mais ne l'est pas également
dans la pratique. Le souverain fait monter
à la Chambre des Pairs les hommes qui,
pour des services rendus à la nation, ont mé-
rité des récompenses exceptionnelles, et non
pour y submerger la volonté de la majorité,
paralyser la libre action et anéantir la
dignité et l'utilité de ce corps si important et
Éi nécessaire dans la constitution."

What reason lad the hon. Premier
to suppose that lie should require an
increase in the Sonate ? What reason
lad he to believe that the Senate
would be hostile to him ? The fact
that the hon. gentleman had deemed it
necessary to apply for such power vas
a slight on that hon. body. The hon.
gentleman should have known that
the Eenate was composed of men who
knew their duty towards their country

Mr. MAsON.

and would not offer any factious
opposition to measures calculated to
benefit the Dominion. Yet the hon.
gentleman tried, by his action in thisi
regard, to make the people believe
that the Government could not expect
fair play from the other House. Com-
plaint was made by the hon. gentle-
man that the Senate was chiefly coi-
posed of his political opponentsi. That
was a consequence of the Constitution
which the hon. gentleman and his
friends accepted ; but he would remark
that the Constitution practically car-
ried with it the remedy for that evil.
Those who framed the Constitution
saw very well that on account of
appointments or death the Senate
would be continually renewed, and
that no political party could be in the
majority any considerable time unless
it altered the membership of the
Chamber according to its wishes. Since
Confederation, 40 niembers had been
appointed, and since the lion. Premier
had been in power, only three years,
from twelve to fourteen of this number
had entered the ,Chamber. The hon.
gentleman should have remembered
that, in the natural course of events, he
would have had a chance to renew the
Senators in accordance with bis viows
and opinions. The hon. gentlemen
said that, if lie had been allowed to
increase the number of Senators, that
unfortunate event, the defeat of the
Nanaimo and Esquinalt Raiilway Bill
would not have occurred. le th >ught
the hon. gentleman was mistaken. If
ho lad received the authority for which
ho applied, ho would probably have
appointed men holding the views of the
hon. the Ministers of Justice and the
Interior, and they would have helped
to throw out the Bill. Did the hon.
gentleman think if lie could not c-P
trol those hon. members in the HLouse
ho would be able to do it in the Sonate.
where it was admitted the Goveirnment
had not so much power as in this
Ilouse ? There was no ground at all for
the hon. the Premier to reproach the
Imperial Government and say that the
Carnarvon terms would have been
accepted had they granted his request.
It was impossible for the hon. gentle-
man to pre-judge in sueh a mattel'.
Whon it was not necessary to augment
the number of Senators, when there
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was no important question before the
country in regard to which it wvas
necessary to have the two flouses in
accord, the increase w-as asked for;
but when it was the duty of the
(overnment, in order to preserve the
Carnarvon terms, in order to allay the
dissatisfaction in British Columbia, in
or'der to have carried out those measure
which would have brought peace and
tranquility to the Dominion, the hon.
gentleman failed in his duty by not
asking for the increase. He thought
the hon. gentleman had an account to
render to the country in this respect.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I have no objec-
tion to the adoption of the motion. I
I will not follow the example of the
hon. gentleman and discuss the speech
to w-hih hoe refers, nor do I care a
-reat deal when ho asserts in a dog.
matic manner what was or what was
not my duty. The hon. gentleman
has his opinion Ps to what my duty
was, and he bas expressed it, but I am
not bound to act on it or accept it. I
conceive it to be my duty to ma.ke this
remark-that what I did was within
the limits of the law upon my respon-
sibility as a Minister. I accept the
1esponsibility, and am quite willing to
render the account to the country or
tO the flouse, which the hon gentleman
says I must do.

Mr. TUPPER: I have no intention
Of prolonging this debate, but I take
this opportunity to ask the First
Minister whether the speech of His
Excellency in British Columbia was
not reported incorrectly in relation to
a very important point, because there
is an evident anachronism that requires
to be explained. The report of the
speech as it appeared, I think, in
ail the leading journals of the Do-
mioifnljO was to this effect,-that
the First Minister had expressed very
great annoyance at what had taken
Place in regard to the rejection of the
Psquimalt ~ and Nanairmo Railway
Bill; that ho had stated on that oc-
(-asion that if ho had been permitted to
add to the number of the Senate, as he
was Ontitled to do upon the admission
of Prince Edward Island into the Union,
this would not have happened. As
Prince Edward Island was admitted
into the Union and the Senators of

that Island were appointed previous to
the hon. gentleman coming into power
it was quite impossible he could have
been deprived of the exercise cf that
power in connection with the Son-
atorial appointments which had been
made at a previous time in accordance
with the terms of Union 1 direct the
Premier's attention to what seems to
be an inaccuracy, and give him the
opportunity to explain.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Surely the hon.
member for Cumberland does not
expect me to explain the speech to
which he has referred. I have no
cognizance of the correctness or in-
correctness of the report, and am not
responsible for anything in it. I have
no explanation to give respecting
it, and until the hon. gentleman mon-
tioned it I had no recollection of the
matter referred to. I am unable to
say anything in regard to it. It is
quite clear, however, there is an inac-
curacy.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : I
concur with the hon. gentleman that
ho cannot be responsible for the speech
of another individual whon he does not
know of it. le is, however, respon-
sible for every utterance of the Gover-
nor-General, except when that illus-
trious individual expressly states that
what he states he says as an Imperial
officer by Imperial command. It is
important that that principle should
be laid down if we are to be a free
country. If responsible government
is to be maintained, this principle
should be strictly upheld, and I am
surprised to hear an lion. gentleman,
occupying the position of Premier of
this Dominion, who boasts that notonly
is the country under responsible gov-
ernment, but that its Constitution is
moulded after the same plan, and on
the same line as the British Constitu-
tion, should aver that he is not respon-
sible for the language of the illustrious
individual who so worthily represents
the Crown in this country. I remem-
ber when the doctrine was propounded
long ago by the ôld Tories of Upper
Canada, it was denouneed by the whole
of the Liberal party of Lower Canada,
and it was after a long and severe
battle fought by the Baldwin Re-
formors of those days that constitu-
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tional and responsible government was
obtained. There have been a great
many fights between the old Tory
party before it took the name of Con-
servative, and the Reform party, com-
prising the Liberals of Upper Uanada,
as to which deserved most merit for
very many great reforms and changes ;
but there is one question in which the
old Tory party has no right to claim
any share, viz., the vietory won by the
Baldwin Reformers over the Crown
Colony system. That victory was
consummated under Lord Sydenham, in
September, 1841, when it was decided
that thereafter the Government of
Canada was to be a responsible Govern-
ment, and that everything connected
with the public welfare, whether logis-
lative or administrative, should be done
only on the advice of responsible
Ministers and advisers. This is the
first occasion since 1841 that I have
heard this doctrine denied and repudi-
ated by the leader of what was the
great Reform party. The represent-
atives of the Crown can have
no more rights in Canada than
the Crown itself, and the Crown
could not make any utterances on public
affairs for which some Minister would
not be responsible. Some Minister must
be responsible for every announcement,
every statement, every opinion ex-
pressed by the Sovereign, and, if that
principle is once abandoned, then we
shall return to the old system so much
decried, and for which the old official
party, both in Upper and Lower
Canada, were attacked, and properly
attacked.

Mr. MILLS: In November, 1873,
a despatch came here which the right
hon. gentleman repudiated.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: What
despatch do you mean ?

Mr. MILLS: The despatch of His
Excellency the Governor General to
the Colonial Secretary.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Oh,
yes; but the bon. gentleman cannot
make any comparison between that
case and this. The Governor General
in the capacity of an Imperial officer
can write to the Colonial Office what
he pleases; ho can carry on a confidon-
tial or a private correspondence.

Sir JoHiN A. MACDONALD.

Mr. MILLS: But that despatch was
brought before Parliament.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
can communicate to the Colonial
office what ho pleases. The Ministry
cannot know, and have no right tc
ask, what the Governor-General may
write to Lord Carnarvon; but there
are no utterances and no action in
relation to the Government of this
country which can be said or done
except under the responsible advice of
his Ministers. It will be remembered,
for it is a matter of recent occurrence,
that Mr. Lowe, a Privy Councillor, an
ex-Member of the Ministry, took occa-
sion to say that Mr. Disraeli had
yielded to the personal request of the
Sovereign in carrying the Bill declaring
ber to be Empress of India, when two
previous Prime Ministers had refused
to introduce the Bill. It will be
remembered that Her Majesty, in order
to vindicate the personal honour and
position of Mr. Disraeli, now Lord
Beaconsfield, was obliged to give bim
authority to state that the statement
was utterly untrue, and one of the
grave charges brought against Mr.
Lowe by the press and in Parliament
was this, that the Sovereign had been
forced, in consequence of the charge lie
made, to speak personally, to remove
the veil that hung between her and
ber people as regards her personal
opinion, and to force her to make a
declaration which was not on the per-
sonal responsibility of the Ministry
and which was bringing her in person
before the public. I therefore say
that the statement of the hon. the
Premier is an infraction of the
great principle of responsible govern-
ment. I hold that the Governor-
General can write to the Imperial
Government as an Imperial .officer
what he pleases ; can send to the House
what ho pleases, if lie takes the posi-
tion of an Imperial officer under in-
structions from the Home Govern-
ment. As a dependency of the British
Empire, we have to hear what he says
and pay respect to his utterances
when ho announces them as comnflg
from the Imperial Government; but
we are not bound by them; we may
dispute them or we may yield to
them. We may concede all that is
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asked, or we may refuse. We nay
disagree with lier Majesty's Govern-
.ment, or we may meet the require-
ments of the Government in regard to
a matter of policy. But that is very
different to the statement that bon.
gentlemen opposite are not responsi-
ble for the utterances of the Governor
General in his capacity as a constitu-
tional Governor. So much are lier
Majesty's Ministers in England res-
ponsible for the utterances of the
Sovereign, that a member of her
Cabinet is always with her, whether
she goes to Balmoral, France, or the
Isle of Wight, so that no question affect-
ing the public weal, or the exorcise of
her power or prerogative as a Sover-
eign could be answered by her, except
on the responsibility of one of her
advisers. That is the principle which
we acknowledge. We boast that our
Constitution is based on the British
0onstitution, and that we have the
same constitutional privileges, and that
we are as free as our fellow-subjects in
England. We have the rightto believe
that every utterance on public matters
by the Governor General is held to be,
and must be held to be, an utterance
for which the Ministers are responsible,
and we have no right to say or believe
that any such utterance is made by
him except upon the advice of his
Ministers. If it should happen that
the representive of the Sovereign should
do here what the Sovereign would
never do in England, namely, make
a declaration for which his Minister
were not responsible, then they had a
plain duty to perform, to state that
they would not be responsible for the
statement, that they did not sanction
it, and that it was made without their
advice and they must take the constitu-
tional privilege of relieving themselves
of the responsibility. I will not say a
WVord with respect to the motion, which
is one for papers. I have no doubt
that the papers when brought down
will disclose the reason why the hon.
the Premier urged that additions should
be nade to the Senate. It is rather a
strong measure and it may be justified
in the papers, though I have exercised
'y ingenuity to find a justification for
it and have failed. I understand that
in another place these papers havebenl promised, so that we will get

them down in a few days, and then we
will be able to judge whether there
were sufficient grounds to take that
strong measure, which, at the first
blusb, appears to be an attempt to
affect the independence of a co-ordinate
branch of the Legislature.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The right hon.
member for Kingston has entered with
some warmth into the defence of the
principle which he bas spent his life
in denouncing, and he bas grown
earnest in vindicating a principle which
is not violated. The right bon. gen-
tleman ventures to attack me because
I said I was not responsible for t ho
accuracy or inaccuracy of the statement
in that speech. Does the right hon.
gentleman intend that I must be held
responsible for what the hon. member
for Cumberland bas called an anachro-
nism ? I admit the responsibility of the
Ministers for every utterance made
by the Governor-General respecting
publie affairs, or which bas any
bearing on public affairs, but I do
not believe that either l.er Majesty
in England or her Representative
here, is bound in every word o- senti-
ment uttered to consult the Ministers
or to bave the Ministers at hand always
to consult. I do not admit that. It is
stretching the doctrine far beyond what
any Reformer ever ventured to state.
The Ministers are responsible for every-
thing that affects the conduct of public
affairs just as the right. ion. member
for Kingston was responsible for everv
despatch ho brought down by order of
His Excellency. It was the duty of
the hon. gentleman to bring the des-
patches down, and, if he thought they
should not have been brought down to
Parliament, he should have resigned
rather than have done so. But, having
brought these messages down, ho made
himself responsible for the Act. The
statement I made was that I was re-
sponsible for any inaccuracies in the
Governor General's speech, that I was
not responsiblo for any utterance in it
of the nature referred to by the hon.
member for Cumberland.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: You
said "I cannot be responsible for the
utterances of another individual."

Mr. MACKENZIE: I say that yet-
responsible for the utterances of another
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individual on matters not affecting
State affairs. My statement was with
reference to the anachronism which
the hon. member for Cumberland has
pointed out. There is a continuous
effort made by hon, gentlemen opposite
to strain everything and to make it
appear in the worst possible light.
They will accept no statement, no
explanation. A false colouring must
be given to every statement made.
This is the constant habit of some hon.
gentlemen opposite, in criticising any
statement. To prevent any possible
misconception, I repeat that I believe
now, and have always believed, that
the Ministers must necessarily be re-
sposible for every utterance coming
from the Governor General, affecting
public affàirs. I nentioned that I was
not responsible for th; inaccuracies
referred to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD - The
hon. the Premier has made the usual
attempt to say "you are another." I
am surprised that he has ventured to
state that I have been vindicating a
principle which I have spent the prin-
cipal part of my life in opposing. The
hon. gentleman ought to have relected
before he made that statement, and, if
he had looked at history, he would have
found that the question of responsible
government was settled in 1841. I
entered Parliament in 1844, and took
office in 1847 as the responsible ad-
viser of the Crown, and ever since that
time the principle of responsible
government has never been disputed,
and I think it is as safe in our hands
as in those of hon. gentlemen opposite.
The hon. the Premier has stated that
the Government must be responsible
for every Message sent to this House
by the Governor General. I can fancy
a case, and probably such a case as has
arisen in Lower Canada, when a Min-
ister of the Crown would feel it his
duty to bring down a Message from His
Excellency sending a despatch from
the Colonial Office and move that the
policypointed out in that despatch was
injurious to the best interests of Canada.
I can quite fancy that such a course
might be taken. His Excellency had
the right to send to the House any
communication from the Imperial
Government, but the Ministry and the

Mr. MACKENZIE.

Parliament must deal with it according
to the best interests of the Dominion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho presumed
the hon. gentleman opposite was as
rosponsible for his actions before he
went into Parliament as he was after.
He was sure there was no more zealous
supporter of the usurpation by Lord
Metcalfe than the hon. gentleman,
both in Parliament and out.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said,
respecting the course Lord Metcalfe
took, he believed the principles of
responsible government were as muth
infringed upon by those who attacked
his policy as by those who supported it.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Of course you
do; and consistently.

Mr. BOWELL said a short time ago
the Government disavowed any re-
sponsibility in connection with the re-
prieves of those who had been conviet-
ed of a certain crime in the North-
West. Judging from the despatches,
they were cognizant of everything
going on, but they assumed no respon-
sibility, and threw the whole responsi-
bility upon the Representative of fier
Majesty. Yet they brought down the
papers in the blue books and placed
them before Parliament, and the Ilouse
was now to understand that the Gov-
ernment avowed responsibility in the
matter. If the principle was good in
the case referred to by the hon. gentle-
man, i t must be good in reference to
the point under discussion. One thing
was evidenceJ, and that was, that the
policy of the Government was on this
occasion, as on all others, suited to the
circumstances which might arise at
any tirne.

Motion agreed to.

QUEBEC GRAVING DOCK.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. BLANCHET moved for the
Report of Engineers and other docu-
ments relating to the proposed Graving
dock at Quebec. He said his obj)cd
was to ascertain what progress had
been made in the seloction of the site
He hoped that the Minister of Publie
Works would not blame him for ia
ing the motion, as the Graving but
was not only of interest to Queboc, but
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to the whole Dominion. He did not
wish to say anything for the purpose
of affecting the decision of the Gov-
ernimient. as the selection of the site
would depend upon scientific ieports
made by competent enrgineers. If the
hion. the Minister of PublicWorks asked
for delay or said that the present was
not a proper time to give the infor-
mation, he was ready to withdraw his
motion.

Mr. CARON said he did not agree
with his hon. friend, the mover, as to
the site of the proposed Graving-dock,
but he was happy, nevertheless, to
second the motion. He was not sur-
prised that the question had come up
this Session, and be would not be sur-
prised if it were brought up again
next year. Last year he had stated
that the question had been used as a po-
litical engine to influence the election.
Since that time nothing had happened
to change his views, exce'pt by way of
confirmation. The question was used
as a political engine in the district of
Quebec, but more particularly in the
city of Qncbec and county of Levis.
Whenever an election took place on
the Levis side, it was urged that, if a
Government candidate were elected, the
Graving-dock would be placed on that
side; and, when an election was held
in Quebec, across the river, the same
kind of argument was used. This was
not a question which affected Quebec
alone; it was of such commercial mag-
itude that it interested the whole

country. He thought it time that the
matter was decided, and the work was
proceeded with. As far as ho was
cfoncerned, lie had always tried to
treat the question as one affecting the
whole Dominion, as one of national
importance, but its importance was
i4I.inished when it was made a party
Jitai.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
entleman might have knowledge thatthe question was used as a political

engine, but he himself had not. Ho
was aware of no person who had
used the question in that way. He
was nlot aware of any delay in comingo a conclusion which could possibly
' avoided. He stated last Sessionthat the matter would be referred to

the Chief Engineer or to some

engineers. It was submitted early last
season for the consideration of Mr.
Page, the Chief Engineer of the
Department o Public Works.
In reply to an Order of the House
that gentleman had made a report,
but a further report was necessary. If
his hon. friend from Bellechasse looked
at the information published in 1864,
lie would find that it was absolutely
necessary in coming to a conclusion
that the Government should have plans,
specifications, the contract and other
particulars regarding the proposed
dock. The change of size entered
materially into the question of whether
it was possible to locate it in the St.
Charles River or not. The engineers
who had examined the harbour and
made plans, now about being executed
under the larbour Commissioners,
expressed an opinion that, in a com-
inercial sense, it would be better to
have the dock located in the harbour,
that was, in the St. Charles River.
But they also expressed the opinion
that it would be more cheaply con-
structed at another point on the other
side of the river, there being a difference
in cost of £20,000 between the two
sides. It rested with the Minister of
Publie Works and the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries to recommend
the adoption of a site. Of course, they
had no personal knowledge of the
ground, nor that scientific knowledge
which would enable them to give an
opinion of their own. They had, there-
fore, to depend upon the opinions of
those who were capable, from their
position, education, and alcquirements,
to give a valuable opinion, and upon
that opinion, of course, the Gov-
ernment would act. In a few
days it was expected that some
further information would be pro-
eented to the House. His hon. friend
from Quebec East informed him the
other day that the engineer in charge
of the works had arrived in Quebec,
and it was expected that all the docu-
ments requisite to enable the Govern-
ment to cone to a decision would
shortly be ready. He was not able
to bring down the one report that had
been made, because it had been sub-
mitted to the examination of another
engineer, with the view of ascertaining
whether le concurred in the view ex-
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pressed by the first. At the present
he must ask the lion. member for
Bellechasse to withdraw his motion
because it would serve no purpose to
have it passed. He could not bring
down the report now, but he could
assure the hon. gentleman that from
the very first moment the existing
Government had taken the matter in
hand until the present time, they had
lost no time in trying to arrive at a
decision. He did not admit that this
was a Quebec question at all. It was
a question affecting the shipping of the
whole country ; and he denied the right
of the hon. gentleman from Quebec or
those residing there to appropriate it
to themselves.

Mr. CARON: We do not assume
to do so.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is a question
of vast general interest, and any Gov-
ernment that would, for party pur-
poses, or for the purpose of mortifying
an individual, take a wrong step in
this matter, would be subject to the
just censure of the House and the
country.

Mr. CAUCHON said, as something
had been said in reference to the
election in Quebec Centre, he wished
to state that there was not one word
of truth in the assertion that the ques-
tion of the Graving-dock at Quebec had
been used for political purposes. bis
opponent had sent him a programme
requesting that he should promise that
the Graving-dock should be in the
River St. Charles; but he refused to
make any such promise. At ail public
meetings which lie attended, he dis-
tinctly refused to make any promise
on the subject. The electors were to
decide as to the merits of the candi-
dates,-on the morits of the polities. He
had not uttered one word by way of
promise-not even insinuated one. Of
course as a representative of Quebec he
had always been desirous that the
work should be constructed there ;
and ho was still so desirous, if it was
consistent with the interests of the
country, and nobody could blame him
for that. He could, however, under-
stand why hon. gentlemen opposite
wished to place him in a false position.

Mr. CARON said this was a per8on-
al matter, and lie hoped ho would be

Mr. MACîNzIE.

allowod to make some explanation. lHe
had not mentioned nor referred to an
election in Quebec Centre ; but he was
not surprised that his hon. friend
should immediately think of that elec.
tion. To use an expression which was
occasionally used in the House, he
must say that lie was perfectly amazed
at what the hon. the President of the
Council had said.

Mr. CAUHON: I would like t)
know whether this is an explanation.
If it is not, I should like to reply.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. gentle-
man is not in ordor ; of course lie has
a right to make an explanation, but
nothing else.

Mr. CARON: My explanation bears
upon this point. The President of the
Council bas stated that it was unfound-
ed in fact that this question of the
Graving-dock had been used in a politi-
cal way in the election in Quebec
Centre.

Mr. CAUCHON: I object to that
unless discussion is to go on. That is
not a question of privilege.

Mr. CARON: I did not say it was
in Quebec Centre.

Mr. SPEAKER: The ex.-planation
ends there.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the chair.

After Recess.
Mr. MASSON moved the adjour

ment of the debate, as the Presidont of
the Council was not present in hY
seat, and as a question of veracity lad
arisen with the lion. member froi
Quebec.

Motion to adjourn debate agreed t-

PILOTAGEJ AUTHORITIES.

MOTION FOR REIJItNS.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
moved for a copy of returns fron
Pilotage Authorities for the year 187
-showing the names of all Pilots, ar
the amount paid to each; alo tIe

amount paid to the secretaries of the
different Pilotage Authorities fron0
Pilotage funds, also balance at c"edit
of Pilotage Authorities on January lst,
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g77, where deposited, and what rate
of interest, also copy of rules and
regulations of the said Pilotage Au
thorities.

Mr. SMITH (Westmorcland) said he
had no objection to furnishing the de-
sired information. His hon. friend
would, however, find a very consider-
able portion of it in the departmental
report which had been laid before the
House. If his bon. friend would state
precisely what lie wanted, lie would
very gladly meet his wishes, but to
provide all the motion included would
entail an amount of labour and expense
which ho did not think it desirable to
meur.

Mr. McDONALD said lie was quite
satisfied with the reply of the hon.
gentleman so far as obtaining inform-
ation from the blue-books before the
flouse was concerned. The statement
he particularly desired referred to the
Board of Pilot Commissioners for the
county he represented. The pilots of
this county had for a long time made
complaints to him with respect to the
distribution of pilotage money, and
his object in making the motion was
to ascertain the names of ail the
pilots in that district, and the amounts
paid them by the Board of Pilot Com-
missioners, in order that lie might see
what the pilote' grievances really
were.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
he would comply with the hon. gen-
tleman's request.

Mr. SPEAKER said that, in thiscase, the motion should be so amended
as to refer solely to the county of
8(ape IBreton. An order of the flouse
should not issue, and thon be in part
disregarded

Mr. SMITII (Westmoreland): I and
r0y bon. friend can easily agrce as tothe motion.

Motion agreed to.

TRE STEAMER "NORTHERN
LIGHT."

Mr. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.,) moved
or return showing the total amount
Liget ,of the steamer "Northern

also a detailed account of any
expenditure in connection with

the said steamer up to 31st January
last.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): I have
no objection to the motion. I presume
that my hon. friend does not want the
total amount of expenditure, but the
cost of the boat and the expenses
incurred regarding it.

Motion agreed to.

THE COAL INTEREST.

MOTION TO REFER PETITION.

Mi.. MACKAY (Cape Breton)
moved:

" That the petition of Henry Mitchell and
others be referred to a Select Committee com-
posed of Messrs. MacGregor, Norris, Flynn,
Campbell (Victoria), Power, Robinson, Tup-
per, Fraser, Workman, McDonald (Toronto),
and the mover, and that the said Committee
have power to send for persons, papers and
records ; and report froma time to time."

He aise begged leave to amend the
motion by placing the hon. member
for Hants on the Committee. He said
ho did not think it desirable to make
any lengthened remarks on the subject-
matter of the petition, because, if the
Order was granted, considerable light,
which lie was not thon in a position to
bring to the notice of the House, would
be thrown on the subject. Still,inasmucI
as the granting of the motion was a
matter of grace, he feit it desirable to
say something in conneetion with the
most important subject of which the
petition treated. Ie did not think
that the coal interests of the Dominion
had received at the hands of the fouse
that attention which their magnitude
warranted, though it seemed to him
that on a great many other interests of
very much less magnitude, a very con-
siderable amount of attention had been
bestowed. Every now and then
applications were presented to
refer to Select Committees matters
relating to the agricultural interests,
the lumber interests and also,
ho believed, the fishing interests.
But this was the first time since Con-
federation that it had been proposed to
submit the coal interests of the Domin-
ion to the consideration of a Select
Committee. The necessity of enquir-
ing into the exact position of the coal
trade of the Dominion was pressing
itself very strongly on the notice of
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the House and of the country, and
when they remembered that one of
the most important industries in the
mother country was that relating to
the mining of coals, that the basis of
fier prosperity, to a large extent, if not
entirely, was dependent on the devel-
opment of her mineral resources;, and
that in no portion of the Dominion,
savo in Nova Scotia, and near the Pa-
cifie Coast, did there exist any quanti-
ties of coal, they could readily conceive
that a very considerable degree of
attention should be given to this im-
portant interest, not only by the Gov-
ernment, but also by the House gener-
ally. The people of Nova Scotia were
deeply concerned at the maniner in
vhich the House took this question inito

consideration. It was, ho believed,
pretty well known, that of the
1,260,000 tons of shipping owned in
t'ie Dominion, over half a million of
tms belonged to the Province of
Nova Scotia, and, as the coal and ship-
ping interests were very closely
related, the former could not be dis-
turbed without also affecting to a very
great extent the other. Our shipping
interests depended largely for support
on our lumbor and fishing resources,
but to a still greater extent on the coal
trade. Nova Scotia possessed coal
fields 120 miles square in extent, con-
taining 15,000,000,000 tons of coal, and,
when it was remembered that in this
country coal was not a luxury but a
necessity, it must be admitted that this
interest in its depressed state should
engage the serious attention of the
House as well as everything concern-
ing its future prospects and prosperity.
The Provinces of Ontario and Quebec
were entirely dependent on a foreign
country-the United States-for their
supply of this article, which was abso-
lutely necessary for the comforts and
to supply the wants of their
people, and it seemed to him
that, under present circumstances, this
House should see what steps should be
taken for the purpose of enabling the
Dominion to obtain within its houn-
daries an article so essential to the
country. A great falling off had taken
place in the quantities of coal mined
and exported from Nova Scotia to the
United States, and ho thought it desir-
able to enquire into the cause of this

Mr. MÂCKAY.

state of things; and, if it were )ossibe,
the House should do something in orde
to revive the coal trade, which was
in such a languishing state. For in.
stance, in 1865, they had exp rted from
Nova Scotia 465,194 tons of coal to jhe
United States, and in 1S76, this quan.
tity had been reduced to 95,168 tons.
On the other hand, in 1871. the Domiîn.
ion imported from the United States
263,355 tons of coal, and in 1876,
595,480 tons, showing that, as the Nova
Scotia exports of coal had decreased,
the coal imports of the Dominion had
increased. It appeared that the policy
on the other side of the line was
to exclude our coals from the United
States markets, while a successful
effort had been made by the
Americans to open every Province in
the Dominion to their exports; more-
over, not satisfied with placing a duty
of 75 cents per ton on the coal we sent
to the United States, they also offered
a drawback of $1.30 per ton on all coal
shipped from West Virginia to Balti-
more, and from Baltimore to the East-
ern States purposely to exclude us fron
their markets. The importance of our
coal fields was very well illustrated by
a report made by Mr. Randal, ain An-
erican Consul, who had been in Canada.
to the American Secretary, to the
Treasurer, iii which he stated, after
dilating very fully on the vast resourcs
of the island of Cape Breton

" The rich coal deposits of Cape. Breton
occupy not less than 120 square uiles conS
taining available seams for the workig o
bituninous coal of the best quality. The
extensive and varied fisheries ; tie rich de-
posits of the finest coal, with the best irog
ore, the superior quality of the timber an:
extraordinary facilities and convenienceý
for shipbuilding ; the same advantage Ot
inland navigation, bordered by.good
for agricultural purposes; the existence alsO
of abundant sait springs, ofty cliffs d
best gy sun and tie finest buiding stone «
all kinds; with the geographical situation
of the island as the key of the St. Lawrence,
and the position which commands the entire
commerce and fisheries of tine nortieas C
portion of North America-all combine r
render Cape Breton one of the. most shl1j
tant and mnost desirable possessions of Brits
North America." • he

Ie might mention that durig te
year 1873, 8120,000 was the vaera
monthly payment to the erSOns coa
ployed in connection Wl ie co
mines of Nova Scotia; and
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that, during the past year, the number
of people 60 employed was 500 less
than during any previous time since

i873. This industry was, in bis

pinilon, more unjustly treated than
any other industry in the Dominion.
Ajrnost every other interest was pro-
tected, or at any rate looked after, or
concessions made to it; but, when the
coal question came up, it almost seem-
ed to him as if there was a determin-
ation shown on the part not only of
this Government, but also of the pre.
vions Administration, to stamp it out
of existence. The Local Government
of Nova Scotia collected a royalty of
ten cents per ton on all coal mined
and exported; almost every article
that was consumed by the coal miners
was taxed 17ý per cent., whilst the
distilleries and tobacco manufacturers
of this country were protected; while
the boot and shoe trade, and the lum-
ber, fishing and shipping interests
vere more or less considored in the

same relation, the coal trade bear-
inc more than its share of
the burthens of the state. le

ould not understand how it was
tiat articles which entered into the
building of ships were admitted at
5 Per cent. or 10 peor cent., and in
somne instances free, and that an ap-
Irently hostile discriminating policy

should exist against the mining inter-
ests of the country. Wire ropes for
ships were admitted froe, but the
ropes of the same material for mines
had to pay 17½ per cent. This was
an anomaly which it was high time
lould be removed; and it was only one

amongst many instances. The agri-
<ultural interests had also a certain
amount Of consideration shown them;

indeed, the faet stared them in the face
that almost every industry was
iavoured in this respect but that of the

o'al miner. It was humiliating that
he United States should be allowed

t O1ly to cripple, but to destroy
h most important industry.
hethcur it was desirablo to place an

nnport duty on coal or not was for the
OUSe to consider, but he did not see

Wy, even for revenue purposes, coal
hId not pay something into the
heque. as well as coal oil. He

hped the Hlouse would allow the
er to go to a Select Committee.

When the report was presented, they
would have possession of certain facts
not properly before them now, and he
would avail himself of the opportunity
to bring the subject again before the
louse.

Mr. McGREGOR said ho hopol the
House would grant the Committee.
They wanted to prove to Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick the exact position
in which they stood in relation to the
coal interests of the country. W lien
the facts were brought out by the
Committee the House would, no doubt,
see that Ontario could not purchase
coal from Nova Scotia. Ontario was
peculiarly situated. Coal was delivered
in Sarnia for $2.75, Goderich $2.85,
Port Stanley $2.85, Toronto and Ham-
ilton $3.50 per ton. With those low
rates he did not think it would be
difficult to prove the impossibility of
improving the trade between Ontario
and Nova Scotia.

Mr. OU[MET said the hon. member
for Cape Breton complained that the
coal mines of Nova Scotia were not
sufficiently protected by the present
tariff. le (Mr. Quimet) believed the
same thing, but he thought the hon.
member for Cape Breton should join
the great party which was waving the
flag of protection, and help on the
movement to bring about a national
policy of protection to all industries.
.Representatives of one Province should
be willirig to make sacrifices for the
good of' the Dominion. The trouble
now was that everyone was asking
protection for himself and refusing it
to his neighbour. Hq hoped that, when
the great scheme of protection was
brought before the House, hon.
members would make concessions to
one another, and so inaugurate a
system under which Canada was sure
to prosper.

Mi. MACDONNELL said lie thought
it was time that the important industry
in question received the careful and
earnest consideration of the House.
The House was not asked to do some-
thing to prosper the coal industry on
the ground of protection. Only the
other day the hon. the Premier said that
we could neither have Free Trade nor
Protection iii its purity. We must
have a system which would give
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revenue and protection at the samc
time. The hon. member for Essex
quoted the prices at which coal was
delivered in Ontario, which were lower
than those in operation in Nova Scotia.
If he was rightly informed, however,
the coal used in Ontario came from the
United States, and it was simply justice
to afford the Nova Scotia mines an
opportuity to compete with American
coal. The Committee should give this
matter serious consideration. It was
not Nova -Scotia alone that was inter-
ested in this question. We were a
united people, and the interests of one
section were the interests of another,
and he thought the people of Ontario
ouglit to submit to the duty suggested.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said lie presumed the object of the hon.
inover of the motion was to establish
trade with the Province of Ontario in
the matter of coal. He was glad to
hear his hon. colleague, as well as the
hon. member for Inverness, advocate
a duty on American coal. These hon.
gentlemen should have spoken to the
Finance Minister on the matter when
they heard him deliver his Budget
Speech and state his intention of not re-
cognising the coal industry of the coun-
try. He hoped these lion. gentlemen
would vote for this matter even against
the Finance Miiister. The Finance
Minister was opposed to the prayer
of the petition. And if there was
any doubt upon that question, the
hon. the Premier himself would have
already dissipated it when he
referred particularly to coal. His hon.
colleague, as well as the hon. gentle-
man from Invernessneed not have any
hope on that point. He hoped that, if
this Committee were appointed, its
labours would not end as the labours of
former Committees, and especially that
celebrated Committee on Depression;
and he hoped no attempt would be
made to baulk the report. There was
no doubt that a trade in coal could be
established between Nova Scotia and
Ontario. There was a trade already,
but it was vory small; stili, with some
assistance it would assume fair pro-
portions. If such assistance were not
given, the coal mines of Nova Scotia
would have to be altogether closed. It
was imposible fr thom to exist under
the present circumstances. In regard

Mr. MACDONNELL.

to the statement made by the hon.
member for Essex as to the price of
coal in Toronto and other places in
Ontario, he had received a letter bear-
ing on this question. Accordingto this
gentleman, coal in Buffalo was 84.50 a
ton of 2,000 pounds.

Mr. WOOD: What kind of coal?
Mr. McDONALD said he presumed

it was bituminous, and it was not
superior to our coal. The difference
in the currency and the difference in
weight, (our ton being 2,240 pounds,)
would make a difference of fifty cents,
which would enable the Nova Scotian
coal to undersell the American coal in
Toronto, if the objeet for which the
Committee was asked could be ob-
tained.

Mr.'GIBBS (North Ontario) said, in
speaking of Free Trade v. Protection,
they should use the terms as they were
understood by the people of the country.
They properly believed that they
should raise a revenue by duties and
not by direct taxation. What the
country required was that the different
interests should be so affected that
they should harmonize. Every argu-
ment made by the hon. member for
Cape Breton was an argument in
favour of protection. If the lion.
member and those who represented
the coal interest of Nova Scotia wished
to bring about any beneficial change,
they would have to come out from
among the gentlemen opposite, and
separate themselves from those who
pronounced themselves to be Free-
traders, or else they would have te go
to their constituents and tell them that
those with whom they worked in,
accord were opposed to their best
interests, and unwilling to doanything
to relieve the existing depression. It
was impossible for isolated interests to
be bonefitted whilst others wOI'e left
out. The hon. member for Cape
Breton had said there was exceptional
legislation in this country, and ho in-

stanced coal oil and other articles. And
yet ho desired exceptional legislation
in favour of coal. That hon. gentle-
man dosired to have a duty put On1
American coal, or a bounty or offset
which would enable the Nova Sceotia
coal dealers to compete with Ameri"ca
coal. That could not be done Wfllee

The Coal Interest.



Interest. 383

those gentlemen were willing to meet
the other interests of the Dominion.
lie did not believe they were returned
to parliament to legisiate for simply
provincial interests. If the hon. mem-
rer for Cape Breton was desirous of
developing the coal interest of Nova
Scotia, ho must unite with that party
which was willing to make mutual
concessions. Why should there be
protection of coal any more than of
anv other interest-such as flour and
måInufactures? The bon. gentlemen
opposite said they could not protect
Jindustries without increasing the taxes.
On the contrary, the hon. members of
te Opposition argued that it was pos-
sible to so arrange the tariff that indus-
tries would be assisted, and at the same
time there would not be a single dollar
cf extra taxes. A sufficient amount of
revenue had to be raised some way or
other, but this could be donc while
aiother purpose was served at the
same time ; certain concessions must be
made to Nova Scotia in coal, and to
Ontario and the rest of the Provinces
in other matters. Instead of spending
8100,000 for immigration and bringing
in raw recruits, a policy should be
adopted which would keep within our
borders men well acquainted with the
counatry, who were now forced to
eave because they could get no em-
ploynent, because this country was
strewn with the wreek of manufactures.
The hon. the Min ister of Finance
had stated that the (overnment had
no more to do, by way of legislating
for the prosperity of the country, than
ay ulpou a wheel,

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the lion.
gentleman had misstated what ho had
said. Besides, ho had no business to
refer to matters which had come up
ii previous debates.

Mr. GIBBS said ho did not intend to
nuisrepresent what the hon. gentleman
had stated, but he so understood him.
ion, gentlemen opposite did not pos-
ess the confidence of the country. If

they believed they had, he invitel then
to appeal to the country, and they\Von1ld Soon sec that the decision would
be adverse to them.

hMr. ROBINSON said ho thanked
the nover for putting him on theAOmmlittee. Although he came from

Ontario, he would be happy to be of
any service in such a matter, which
was of great importance to the whole
country. If the motion did not receive
the sanction of the Ilouse and of the
Ministry, similar motions would be
brought up again and agamn. Nova
Scotia was more or less foreed into
the Confederation on the understand-
ing that the question of coal should
receive the attention of the Dominion.
Two millions of dollars were taken
from the pockets of the people of
Ontario for coal, and it all went out of
the country for the benefit of Ohio and
the Western States, instead of our
fellow countrymen in the Maritime
Provinces. If the same feeling of
patriotism was shown here as was
shown in the -United States, a great
inter-provincial trade would spring up.
The petition signed by the hon. member
fbr Lincoln was signed by shipowners,
sthipbuilders and manufheturers, and
others interested in the prosperity of
Ontario. There was no business for
shipbuiiders, but, if trade was stimu-
lated between the Eastern and the
Western Provinces, there would be a
demand for ships, and nany other
industries would flourisli. This
was a very important question,
and it concerned the most miaterial
prosperity of the country. Hle was
ono of those who believed that Con-
federationi had been brought about for
our mutual protection, and to advance
our mutual commerce; and, if this was
not done, the laws they passed would
bec'ome mere ropes of sand, and the
country would not really be united by
anv firm bonds. He believed the time
had come when such motions as that
made by the bon. member from Cape
Breton would be brought up again and
again, if they were not approved of by
the House. They could never exist as
a Confederation, unless their mutual
commercial relations were firmly ce-
mented togother.

Mr. ORTON said ho heartily en-
dorsed the sentiments of the hon.
member for Cape Breton. It ap-
peared from the returns that Ca-
nada paid $3,300,000 yearly for
foreign coal; and he was positive
that the mining of this coal employed
not less than thirty or forty
thousand men. If even one-third or
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one quarter of this number were fur-
nished such employment in Canada,
the prosperity of the country would
be vastly increased, and valuable as-
sistance would be rendered to our
manufacturing and agrieultural inter-
ests. The imposition of a duty on coal
would be a step in the right direction,
affording encouragement to the coal
miner, the manufacturer, and the
agriculturist. To say, as Free-tra-
ders affirmed, that this would injure
Ontario was a fallacy; the extra price
of coal caused by the duty would be
recouped to the manufacturer in the
increased sale of goods in the new
market created; and by interchange of
products freights could then be ob-
tained for return trips, and it was pro-
bable that under these circumstances
the cost of transportation would be
reduced. American flour to the valti
of no less than $2,500,000 had been
brought into the Dominion in 187.5:
and he could not help feeling that the
Government should inaugurate a
Protectionist policy in order to ad-
vance the best interests of the people
of this country. The mill-owners of'
Ontario, in the matter of oatmeal, had
competed most successfully for the
United States market, even after a
duty of 50 cents per barrel was im-
posed, but the Americais had shut off
this competition by imposing $1.00
per barrel on this article and had not
only shut out Canadian oatmeal from
their market, but had got control of the
Canadian market. A duty on coal
would also vastly benefit our shipping
interests, as it would increase the com-
merce of our country. If, instead of
imposing duties on malt and tea, the
Government had placed a duty on eoal
and the manufactured goods which we
could produce, as well as upon agricul-
tural products, the revenue would have
been bonefitted, and at the same time
relief would have been given to our
languishing and distressed industries.
He hoped that the Committee in ques-
tion would properly place before the
House the great importance of the
Nova Seotia coal interests, and show
how could be developed an immense
source of wealth for the whole couutry.
le endorsed the remarks made by the
hon. member for West Toronto, that the
Confederation should not merely be a

Mr. ORTON.

union on paper, but a real union, com-
bined with a joint endeavour to
develop the general resources of the
entire Dominion. The course which
was at present pursued might veaken
the ties which bound together the
various Provinces, and do the couintry
great and lasting injury.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he
deeply regretted the greatly depressed
state of the Nova Scotia coal interest,
and he thought that every member of
the liouse would join him in expr-c-
ing :ieh regret. This interest was
declinintg year after year, as was well
known, and the lumber interest for
similar reasons occupied the saime
unfortunate position. To what was
this due ? When the Washington
Treaty was under discussion. Canada
being represented on that occasion by
the right hon. member for Kingston.
the American Commissioners h:ad offer-
ed to admit our great staples, coal and
lumber, free into their market for a
certain number of years, but that right
hon. gentleman had thought proper to
reject this offer ; and thon was struck
a most fatal blow to these great inter-
ests-one indeed from which thov
never would or could recover in our
day unless the Washington Treaty wa-
abrogated, and a new treaty negotiated.
While listening to the hon. menbers o
the other side of' the louse, who in-
vited the gentlemen sitting on his side
of the House to join them in the en-
deavour to benefit the coal interest, he
could not belp thinking that, if any
gentlemen should hesitate in alluding
to this great question, they were those
hon. gentlemen who supportod the
right hon. member for Kingston and
the Washington Treaty, which hadi hal
the effect or sacrificing this interest.

Mr. TUPPER: Whatdoes the hon.
gentleman say as to the action Of his
own colleague, who was since retuîrned
by the hon. gentleman's own constitu-
ency ?

Mr. JONES: Mv colleague is able to

speak for himself.' H1e was returnel

to the louse since that time.

Mr. TUPPER: He was returned by
the cons-tituents since he supported
that treaty.
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Mr. JONES said that he, who voted
against the treaty, had also been since
returned to the louse. This was his
answer to his hon. friend. It was very
well for the lion. gentleman to shelter
himself bebind that pretext, but it was
too thin. When these hon. gentlemen
declared to the people of Nova Scotia
that they were willing, at this late hour,
to protect this interest in order that
they might make political capital out
of the present position of affairs, he
wished the people of Nova Scotia and
the representatives of the two great
interests he had mentioned to under-
stand that their depressed condition
-was due to the policy adopted by
the late Administration. Mr. Ruther-
ford, a gentleman brought out from
England by the Government, of which
the hon. member from Cumberland
was then leader, and an eminent
mininr engineer, who was largely
interested in the Nova Scotia coal
interests, had stated before the Depres-
sion of Trade Committee last year, that
the price of coal at Pictou vas $2.16
per ton, and that it cost $6 per ton to lay
it down in Toronto; whilo the hon.
member for Essex had informed the
louse that American coal had cost last
year, delivered in Toronto, $3.50 per
ton. Under these circumstances, if
Nova Scotia was to supply Ontario
with coal they must ask the Govern-
ment to impose a duty equal to the
difference between $1.50 and $6, or
82.50 per ton. Would any hon. mem-
ber say that this would be a wise
poliey ? le thought not ; but suppose
it was imposed, then the people of
Ontario and Quebec would have been
obliged to pay last year such a
(uty on the 789,000 tons of
coal they had imported, or a sum
equal to 8 1,985,000 ; but, if Ontario and
Quebec were sufficiently patriotie to
make the sacrifice, as the hon. mein-
bers from Toronto and North Ontario
Would lead themu to suppose, and if
they were so boiling over with patriot-
sm that they desired to throw this

large sum Of money into the public
reven.e of the country, of course hehad n objection. If the people ofQuebec and Ontario were so fuit ofPatriotismî that they wished the Gov-
eCrn ent te impose 82.50 duty ou coal

e special benefit of Nova Scotia
25

let them do so. le would never ask
them to impose such a duty. A great
deal was said on the other side of the
flouse about the depressed condition of
the manufacturing and other industries.
To-day, the manufactur es stood in a dif-
ferent position from what they did last
year. The discount on American in-
voices was 8 per cent botter ; they
had a 171 per cent, revenue tariff, and,
when they came to import goods from
England and the United States, 7. per
cent. should be added for expenses.
Thus they had an actual protection
of 25 per cent. on every article manu-
factured in the Dominion; and, if
that was not enough, ho thought no
manufacturer ought to exist. How
would this proposed duty on coal affect
the manufacturers who were largely
interested in its consumption ? Many
factories would consume five or six
tons per day, or 1,800 tons a year. At
$2.50 per ton, that would amount to
$4,500, which those patriotie gentle-
men wished to pay into the coffers of
the Dominion. When this question
was discussed before, an hon. gentle-
man said he was agreeable to a dutv
on coal, providing anthracite coal was
not touched. That showed the incon-
sistency of the hon. gentleman who
desired protection. According to Mr.
Rutherford's statement it would eost
$4.50 per ton. to import coal from
England, at which price it eould be
laid down in Nova Scotia. It would
therefore be seen that they could coin-
pete with the coal from Great Britain.
If the consumers in the lower markcet
preferred English coul, the only efct,
following out the argument of lion.
gentlemen opposite, would be to force
people to puy a duty to consume ceal
which did not suit thei, because, if
they had as mach patriotism as those
hon. gentleman seemed to possess, they
would use Nova Scotia coal and pay
a little more for it. He trusted thc-
Government would not agree to the
imposition of the duty prnayed for.
That the coal interest was depressed
was to be regretted, but the persons
engaged in that industry were not
sufferingalone. The lumbering interest
vas experiencing the hard times to a

large extent, but its representative-
did not come into the Ilouse and usk
for a bounty or protection, bee:îL

The Coal [Mineri 1, 1877.]



388 The Coal

they knew it would not be granted.
At the same time they were bound to
look after their interest as well as any
other, as all interests were alike when
they came to be sifted by Parliament.
He did not know what was in store
for the coal interest; he did not see
that daylight was breaking. The only
opportunity for making the trade valu-
able was known only by the hon.
member for Kingston when he signed
the Washington Trealy, and so refused
to admit our coal and lumber into
the United States. What they saw to
day was the natural result of that
treaty, and it ill became any hon.
member of the other side to charge
that the Government was in any way
responsible for the depressed condition
of the coal and lumber trades.

Mr. TUPPER said he would suggest
that the hon. mover of the resolution
should ask that all similar petitions on
this subject be referred to the Com-
mittee. There was apetition presented
by the bon. member for Halifax which
he would like to go before the Com-
mittee. The statement that so enormous
a duty would be required in order to
send the coal of Nova Scotia as far as
Toronto was an entire misapprehension.
Mr. W. H. Howland, one of the fore-
most commercial men in Toronto, had
pointed out again and again at the
meetings of the Dominion Board of
Trade the practicability of consuming
-Nova Scotia coal at Toronto under a
50 cent per ton duty. If that was the
case, and he placed the utmost reliance
on Mr. Howland's testimony, it was not
exactly patriotic for the hon. member
for lalifax to have delivered such a
speech as the House had just listened
to. It was not often an hon. gentle-
man availed himself of his position in
the House to show how little his
constitients knew him. If there was
a constituency in Nova Scotia more
prominent than all others for its com-
mercial standing, wealth and intelli-
gence, it was the one the hon.gentleman
represented. But the bon. member
had abused his position by his action in
this matter. The petition which the
hon. gentleman had presented to the
House, and which represented the
views of the commercial men
of Halifax, refuted every statement the
hon. member had made. ie (Mr. Tup-

Mr. JoNEs.

per) believed that it was the imposition
of the 50 cents per ton which led to the
reduction in United States coal. The
hon. gentleman had bemoaned the ut,
ter hopelessness of the coal trade re-
viving, but he could tell him tihat if he
looked at matters from the standpoint
of the Opposition side of the louse, a
great deal of the Egyptian darkness
with which he surrounded the question
eould be dispelled. A month ago the
steamship Armenia was chartered to
carry coal from Sydney to Toronto, and
to take the products of Ontario back
The freight up was to be $2.50 per ton,
and 50 cents per barrel down. This
circumstance, he thought, would con-
vince the bon. gentleman that his fears
about the future of the coal industry
were groundless. The hon. member
had also abused his position when he
referred to the Washington Treaty in
the terms he did.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must call the hon.
gentleman to order.

Mr. TUPPER said the hon. gentle-
man had been allowed to make an at-
tack in regard to the Washington
Treaty and he should have the right to
reply.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. gentle-
man must not say any hon. member has
abused his position in the House.

Mr. TUPPER said he would recali
that statement, because he supposed an
bon. member was entitled to give the
freest utterance to his sentiments how-
ever obnoxious they might be to the
sentiments of the constituency he
represented. He was of opinion that
the sentiment the hon. gentleman ex-
pressed with referonce to the Washing-
ton Treaty was not sustained by the
County of Halifax, or the Province o
Nova Scotia. The hon. gentlemfanl
knew that if there was one person
responsible for the failure of his rgiht
hon. friend to accomplish more for the
country than he had, he was that one'
At the time when his right hon. friend
was struggling to obtain reciprocal
trade for the Province of Nova ScotIo,
and was asking for greater conCession1

than the Americans were willing t)
give, hie would ask what the boat
member for Halifax was doing at thut
crisis ?
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Mr. JONES: Did ho not refuse the
coal and lumber ?

Mr. TUPPER said the offer on coal
and lumber was never made. Fresh
fish and coal and lumber were to come
up in fivo years. That was a very
different thing. When the offer was
made, his right hon. friend would have
been faithless to his trust if ho had not
availed himself of it, and had not
endeavored to obtain more satisfactory
justice.

Mr. JONES: That's too thin.
Mr. TUPPER said at the time in

question the hon. member for Halifax
was combining with other hon. gentle-
men in the House and paralyzed his
right hon. friend's efforts by striking
off those duties which formed the lever
by which the Americans would have
been led to take off responsive duties.
It did not come properly from the hon.
member for Halifax to attack the right
hon. gentleman as to the Treaty of
Washington, whon ho himself had done
all in his power to paralyze his efforts.
The hon. member for Halifax gave the
treaty his most hearty hostility and
denounced it in every shape and form,
although his colleague gave it his most
hearty and enthusiastic support. Every
hon. gentleman who supported the
treaty was returned from Nova Scotia,
but the hon. member for lalifax was
not elected. The hon. gentleman by
his side shared the samc fate.

Mr. JONES: He voted foi' the
treaty. ~

Mr. TUPPER said this was not suf-
ficient to condone for his other offences.
The whole of Nova Scotia sent back a
nnited phalanx to sustain the right

ho1. gentleman then leading the Gov-

Mr. CARMICH A EL said he believed
the depression in coal was owing
]argely to tl sarne causes which had
brought about the deprossion in all the
Oher industries of the world. When
*here was a general revival of trade,
the coal interest would also revive.
ý legislation could improvo the coal
"de of Nova Scotia. He was person-
a SointereFted in the coal trade of Novaehtia, and he opposed the proposed
change as he believed it would be ii-Jio to coal owners. It was prepos-

terous to suppose that coal could be
transported to Toronto from Nova
Scotia and compete with American
coal merely by the latter having 50
cents a ton placed upon it. No reason-
able man, acquainted with shipping
and commercial matters, would suppose
that coal could be carried 1,000 miles
for $2.50 a ton. He would not deny
the fact, but ho had not much respect
for the intelligence of the man who
would say that the trade could
be profitable. The very lowest rate at
whieh coal could be carried to Montreal
from the Maritime Provinces was $2.00
a ton. The placing of 50 cents duty on
American ooal would therefore have no
appreciable effect in favour of Nova
Scotia coal. It was said Nova Scotia
preferred that a duty should be placed
on coal, but because one Nova Scotia
member had asked for the duty it must
iiot be supposed that ho expressed the
general feeling of the people of that
Province. If a duty were placed on
coal, a duty would have to be placed on
the materials of which ships were con-
structed, and this would so increase
the rate, that an industry, far more im-
portant to Nova Scotia than the coal
industry, would be crushed out. The
House was told that a policy of retali-
at-on should be adopted. The petition
iwhich was presented stated, and it was
also stated by the hon. member for
Cumberland, that an imposition of 50
cents per ton on coal, in the National
Policy, had made the Americans im-
mediately reduce their tariff on Cana-
dian coal from $1.25 to 7à cents. This
was not true. The duty on American
coal was imposed on the 12th May,
1870, and it was repealed on the 22nd
March, 1871; but the Americans did
not decrease their duty until the lst
August, 1872,-eighteen months after
the repeal of the Canadian duty.

Mr. McCALLUM said it seemed to
him that the imposition of 50 cents a
ton on American coal would not only
benefit the Nova Scotia mine owners,
but would benefit the whole country.
It would be necessary, however, if coal
wore protected, to protect the agricul-
tural and manufacturing interests. If
a duty were placed on American flour.
cargoes of flour could go from Western
Canada to the Maritime Provinces, and
bring return cargoes of coal. A vast
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inter-provincial trade would thus spring
up. The first and lastargument of the
hon. member for Halifax and some
other hon. members of the House was
the shortcomings of the Treaty of
Washington, and they did not discuss
the question as it affected the country
now.

Mr. TUPPER said lie rose to make
an explanation. The hon. member for
Pictou had said that the statement ho
had made with reference to the effect
of the Canadian national policy was
tntrue. He was certain the hon.
gentleman did not use the word
offensively, but meant that he (Mr.
Tupper) was mistaken. The Ilouse
would agree with him that it was a
matter of some importance as to who
was correct The hon. momber for
Halifax would agree with hin as to the
reliableness of a gentleman lie would
iame as an authority on this matter.

-Mr. JONES (Halifax) said the hon.
member was not speaking in order.

Mr. TUPPER said he woulk not
trespass upon the time of the House,
neither would he go beyond an
explanation. The gentleman he re-
ferred to was Mr. John Rutherford.

Mr. JONES: But you said Mr.
lowland was a higher authority.

Mr. TUPPER said the hon. member
would not deny that Mr. Rutherford
was a good authority, and ho had
signed the declaration that the imîpo-
sition of a duty on American coal was
iinmediately followed by a difference
in the United States duty. le (Mr.
Tuppor) would give the hon. genitle-
mian further evidence. When the
attempt was made, iii 1871, to repeal
the Canadian duty, he implored the
House not to do so, and ho pointed to
the faet that the United States had, in
consequence of the National Policy,
reduced their daty from $1.25 to
seventy-five cents. Hie could not
have made this remark if the Ameri-
cans did not make their reduction
until August, 1872.

Mr. JONES: Oh, yes, you could.
Mr. TUPPER said this remark was

iworthy of the hon. gentleman but
unworthy of his position.

Mr. SPEAKER: I could not quite
distinguish whether the hon. inember

1r. McCALLUM.

for Pictou said that the statement o
the hon. member for Cumberland was
untrue or that the statement in the
petition was untrue. I did not there-
fore think it necessary to refer to it at
the time, as no hon. gentleman then
objected to it.

Mr. CARMICIIAEL said lie coi-
sidered lie had a perfect right to afirm
that any statement made by an hon.
gentleman was not true, altbough o
course ho did not inean that the hop.
member for Cumberland had witting'
stated what was false. He did no
mean to sayanything otfensive.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. mem-
ber for Pictou, I think, said that the
statement in the petition presonted a
few nights ago was untrue.

Mr. SPEAKER: With regard t
explanations, I must remind hon. mem-
bers once more that, if, in the course of
a debate, a statement made by an ho,.
member is misunderstood or misstated
by another hon. member in the same
debate, then that hon. mlember whose
language is misunderstood or misstated
has the right to explain what lie !
say; but he is bound to go no furthe:'.
le Las not the right to repiy a°ter hn
has made his explanation.

Mr. MILLS said it was not unpar'-
liamentary to say that any statenmemt
inade by an hon. mnomber was unîtrue
although iL might be to saV thatan a
mnember was telling an untruth. Tlh
first statement put the unîtruth o1 the
statement : the latter on the hn.
memnber.

Mr. SPEAKER said lie agreed wh
this, but he thouglit it mucl better to
say that an hon. member was mistatken
than that any statement lie made We
untrue, for that was apt to lead to -

pleasantness.
Mr. YOUNG said that, as four or<

hon. gentlemen from Ontario ha'
advocated the imposition of a dutY on
coal, he deemed it his duty, as a
sentative from a large manufactu'mlî
district in that Province, ho dissen
from their views. He was not aware
of a single manuficturen in ont
who was not determinedly oPPos1d1e
such a tax. The Nova Scotia co
measures were valuable, and lie regi'et
ted they were not at present prosl)eî
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us but they were situated so far
fr'om1 the portions of the Dominion
tiat used coal to a largo extent, that
it was practically impossible to employ
it. except by placing an enormous
burden on those engaged in businesses
in whicli it was -consumed. The price
would have to be so increased that they
would pay nuch too dearly for
h wiistle. The discussion had

iLought very distinctly into relief
the difficulties and sone of the absur-
dities connected with an extreme pro-
teeitive policy,for the very simple reason
that what was a finished article in one
business was the raw material of an-
other; and it so happened that coal was
the raw material of a large proportion
of onr manufactures. Nevertheless,
the gentlenen who sought to constitute
theniselves the advocates of our manu.
facturing interests, actually proposed
to put on duties which would largoly
raise the price of coal, which was cer-
tainly an extraordinary way of protect-
ing our manufacturers. After all they
lad said in the country about the
depression in manufactures and the
necessity of assisting them, it was
drnost amusing to find that their first
proposition was to tax manufacturers
highly for an article of such prime
necessity to them as coal. Various
statemuents had been made as to the
arountofduty necessary toshutAmei-
can coal out of the Ontario market.
Tie hon. member for Cumberland had
Ientioned the views upon this point,
of Mr. Iowland, a vory respectable
gentlenan, but ho was not aware that

r liowland had any special
knlowledge of the matter more thanotner gentlemen, whose opinions they
osseed. Mr. Brydges, who was
1oûroughly acquaintod with the sub-
ýeet, in his evidence before the Depres-

8'onl COmmittee last year, conclusively
showed that Nova Scotia coal could
nlot i> berought to Ontario, unless withthe aid cf a very large duty imposed

en Anorican coal. Filty cents perton., not maany years ago, had been im-losed, but he was not aware that this
brought any iNova Scotia ceai mto
(iftario.

An lON. MIlMBERZ: Yes, it did.

. YOUNG said in
-it 3was vry small

that case the
indeed. le

%was convinceod that the operation was
exceptional, and not repeated.
Ho was of opinion that a duty
of $2 per ton msust be levied on
American coal, to enable Nova Scotia
to supply Ontario with coal to any
very large extent. If, for argument's
sake, $1 was taken-for he felt certain
that fifty cents was too low-hon.
members would readily see what a
large tax would thereby be imposed on
the nanufacturers of Ontario and other
parts of the Dominion.

Mr. TUPPER: What can bitumi-
nous eoal be bought for in Toronto?

Mr. YOUNG said it was stated last
year that Nova Scotia coal could not
be laid down in Montreal at a rate less
less than $4.10 per ton ; but that
American coal was delivered at some
points in the West at $3.50 per ton.
The freight from Montreal to Toronto,
he believed, was about $1.75 per ton,
and this would make the price of Nova
Scotia coal laid down in the latter city
about $6 per ton.

Mr. TUPPER : The lion. member
overlooks the statement I have made
to the louse that coal owners have
actually contracted to carry it for
$2.50 per ton; and this sum, with
$1.50, the price per ton, placed on the
vessel, vould make the cost of each
ton $4, delivered in Toronto.

Mr. YOUNG said that such a con-
tract miight be entered into, but then
they knew perfectly well, to use a
homely phrase, that the proof of the
pudding was in the eating of it. This
venture might fail, and result in loss.
Mr. Brydges stated last year that it
would cost at least $4.10 to lay this
coal down in Montreal; and how it
could be sent by the St. Lawrence and
the Lake to Toronto for the sum men-
tioned, he could not understand. le
felt certain that a duty of $1 would be
required to enable Nova Scotia to com-
pote succossfully for the Ontario mar-
ket. As they imported lastyear794,000
tons of coal, such a duty would compel
the manufacturers of the country
to pay a tax of $794,000. Bosides,
Nova Scotia could not supply them
with anthracite coal, of which they
used a large quantity, and consequently
such a duty levied on coal would take
out of the pockets of the manufactu rers
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of the west, and of the Province of
Quebec, a sum probably not less than
one million dollars annually. He
was convinced that, if adopted, such a
policy would exist for only a very short
time. When the experiment was pre-
viously tried, a strong feeling was ex-
cited throughout the country against
the imposition of 50 cents per ton on
foreign coal; and who repealed it ?
Why, the supporters of the right hon.
gentleman opposite.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario): I
think you are mistaken.

Mr. YOUNG said, if desired, he
would read the names of the gentlemen
who voted for the repeal. The vote in
favour of the abolition of what was
known as the National Policy number-
ed eighty-three.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario): What
was the motion?

Mr. YOUNG said the motion was
to set aside the duties on coal,
wheat, and other articles included
in what was commonly known
as the National Policy, which
only existed for some nine months,
and then died apparently of inani-
tion. Fifty-five members voted against
the motion; and, of the eighty-three
who supported the repeal, forty-two
were gentlemen who usually sup-
ported the right hon. member for
Kingston. He was surprised to
find among the eighty-three the
name of the hon. member from
Frontenac, who, a few moments
previously, had seemed to think
he (Mr. Young) was wrong in
saying that a very small quantity of
Nova Scotja coal was used in Ontario.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: You said that
no Nova Scotia coal at all found its
way there.

Mr. YOUNG said that, during the
first Session of the Confederation, the
late Administration had put on the
duties he had instanced, and the very
next year had witnessed the abolition
of this National Policy. During the
third Session, it was again adopted, and
during the fourth, it was again
abolished; and he ventured to predict
that, if it were again to come into force,
such a wave of indignation would
sweep over the land against it and par-

Mr. YoUa.

ticulurly against the coal duties, that'
whatever Government might then be
in power, they would be compelled to
do away with it during the firstSes-
sion subsequent to its adoption. Some
manufacturers used yearly 500 tons of
coal, others 1,000 tons; a few, even
5,000 or even 10,000 tons; and conse-
quently a tax of $1 per ton, would be
unbearable. Hence, he was surprised
to hear the hon. members from North
Ontario, Centre Wellington, and West
Torcnto speak as if such a duty would be
a boon to the manufacturers of the coun-
try, when such a policy would really
strike the most vital blow against our
manufacturing interests tnat they had
ever received.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario): I
said that we wanted reciprocity.

Mr. YOUNG said the hon. gentle-
man argued as if the whole country
could get rich by taxing everybody and
every interest in the community. This
was a fallacious policy, which would
tend to impoverish the country; and
make industries of all kinds depressed
and unprofitable. He had supposed,
from wat had been said by sone of
these gentlemen, and largely by
the hon. member from North On-
tario at divers pic-nics, that some
policy would have been promul-
gated, tending to greatly benefit
the manufacturers of the country. And
yet the grand panacea of this hon.
member was to tax coal, the raw 'a-
terial used by a large proportion ûf

these manufacturers. Again, wood was
becoming scarce, at least in the west,
and, in the cities and towns and even
villages, coal was now used as fuel by
the poor as well as the rich ; and des-
pite this fact it was proposed to tax
the very fuel which the people used to
preserve them from the severity of onï
winter months. He wished these hon
gentlemen joy regarding such a poliC'c
for which they would be thanked
neither by the manufacturer, the me-
chanic, nor the workingman. le
deeply regretted the depressed condi-
tion of the coal industry, and, as ho htd
said before in the Hiouse, he repeat0
that the day must come when the col
and iron of Nova· Scotia woul
be an immense source of alth
to it; but, at the same time, it was
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possible to overcome the geography of
the country. The idea of levying high
duties on coal, in order to force Ontario
to use this product of Nova Scotia, was
one of the greatest absurdities of which
he had heard in Parliament for several
years.

Mr. CHARLTON said that last year,
before the Committee on Depression,
Mr. Brydges had stated that the Grand
Trunk Railway Company had con-
tracted for the delivery of 30,000 tons
of Nova Scotia coal in Montreal, at
$4.50 per ton; and it might be as-
sumed that it would cost $1.50 ad-
ditional, at least, to lay this coal down
in Toronto. It was true that the hon.
member for Cumberland announced.
that a contract had been made to
transport coal to Toronto for $2.50
per ton; but any gentleman con-
versant with the shipping interest
well knew that this was not a rate at
which business could be done with
profit. The member for Essex, who
was well informed regarding these
matters, stated that American coal was
delivered in Toronto at $3.50 per ton,
and, with 86.00 as the price of Nova
Scotian coal, this would make a differ-
ence of $2.50 in their actual cost. Mr.
Brydges had been asked : " Your experi-
ence in the use of coal will enable you to
state what are the comparative qualities
of Nova Scotia coal, and that obtained
from the Ohio mines ? A. The quality
of the coal coming from the Western
States is very varied, some is excel-
lent and some not; the best coal
received in Toronto comes from
Cleveland and Erie, and this is
much botter than the Nova Scotian
Ceal in my opinion." The American
miner was able to place coal more
cheaply than the Nova Scotia eoal
( wfer on our market for this reason: i
most Of the American coal was placed
free on the cars at 80 cents or 90 cents I
P.er ton, owing to the fact that it was t
Slmply qarried out of the sides of hills, 1Whle the Nova Scotia coal generally c
est $2 at the pie's mouth. It was C
a Pessible for Nova Scotia to contend
aga8mst these twofold difficulties: the tgreater ceost of taking the coal from the i
osWes of the earth, and the greater s
ut Of placing it on the market.
Qarther, a duty of $2 would be neces- p
"y te Open our market in Ontario to o

the Nova Scotia coal, and as to
anthracite coal, it must and would be
used under any circumstances. It was
sold west of the Mississippi at $12 per
ton, while the price of bituminous coal
in the same region was $4 per ton.
No duty on American coal could pre-
vent its consumption. H1e thought
they now saw evidence of the
introduction into Canada of the
celebrated Amorican system of log-
rolling. Various interests which could
not stand on their own naked merits,
would combine together, and by casting
their vote solid one for the other, im-
pose on the country a class of mea-
sures which otherwise would be over-
whelmingly rejected. The proposed
duty on coal was one, and the projected
duty on breadstuffs was another
example in this relation. These inter-
ests would ring in one with another, in
the hope of returning a party favour-
able to them at the next general elec-
tion. He considered the policy in
question absurd. The policy of plac-
ing a duty on coal was even absurd in
the light of the Nova Scotian miners'
interests; and lie was sure that, when
their protectionist friends unfolded
their policy, it would be rejected by
the country. Ie was satisfied that a
duty of fifty cents per ton on coal would
be totally inoperative, and that a duty
sufficient to afford effective protection
would be found too intolerable to be
borne.

Mr. WORKMAN thought that the
imposition of a duty on coal, however
small, would totally injure the manu-
fcturing interests throughout Canada.
Not a wheel was turned nor a grind-
stone worked in a great many of our
manufactories but with the motive
power derived from eoal; and to
mpose a duty of fifty cents per ton
vould be a fatal blowto many industries.
f, however, the duty would stimulate
he coal trade of Nova Scotia, lie would
robably partly consent to it; but ho
onsidered it would only increase the
onsumption of that coal as far west
s Montreal. 16 wouild cost $1.50 ex-
ra per ton to place Nova Scotia coal
n the Toronto market. He hoped the
peculation which the owners of the
rmenia had entered into would
rove profitable,but he thought it would
nly take a few months to demonstrate
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that it would be a losing operation.
About eight years ago the steamer
Jferritt w-as chartered to carry flour
from Toronto to Nova Scotia, and return
with cargoes of coal. She made
several trips during the summer and
fall, and the result was disastrous in
the extreme. There was a loss on
almost every trip. The parties inter-
ested became insolvent, and one, in
desperation. committed suicide in a
foreign country. When he occupied
a seat in the flouse before, he opposed
the National Policy of the hon. gentle-
man opposite. He was a manufac-
turer and a protec4ionist to a moderate
extent, but, looking at the question
from that standpoint, ho could not
agree to the imposition of the pro-
posed duty. The largest steamboat
company in Canada, the Itichelieu,
running between Montreal and Quebec,
when the duty was placed on coal, put
an additional tax of fifty cents on every
cabin passenger they carried botween
those citics.

Mr. 3MASSON said the additional
rate was not caused by the tax on coal,
but in order to work up a public senti-
mont in order to have the imposition
removed.

Mr. WORK3MAN: I had the positive
statement of tho directors that it was
imposed because of the fifty cents duty
on eoal.

Mr. TUPPER: Is the hon. gentle-
man aware that, during the year that
duty existed, coal was as low in Que-
beQ and Montreal as it was at any other
time ?

Mir. WORKMAN said he thought
the price was only advanced about
twenty-fivC cents. It was an absurdity
to think that Nova Scotia coal could
compote with American coal at
Toronto, and it would be very injudi-
ciouis to impose the proposed duty.

Mr. PATERSON said a great dif-
ference of opinion had been expressed
in regard to what was a vital point in
considering the question of imposing a
duty on coal, viz., the price at which it
could be laid down in Toronto. le, in
common with other representatives
from Ontario, judged from information
whieh had been gathered that it was
impossible to levy a duty on American

Mr. WORKMAN.

coal which would bring Nova Scotia
coal into use in the western part of
Ontario. He felt that the duty would
be such an amount that it would prove
a burden to which the people of On-
tario would not submit. le therefore
suggested that the Committee should
determine, on authority, the cost at
which Nova Scotia coal could be
laid down in Toronto. As however
there were large manufacturing inter-
ests in the western part of the Province
it would be desirable also to ascertair,
the cost at which coal could bo laid
down at more western points. If the
Committee were granted, he hoped that
some practical good would be accom-
plishe, net in the direction of impos-
ing a duty-which ho did not think
was likely-but in acquiring and sub-
mitting to tho Hiouse valuable informa-
tion.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the Gov-
ernment, if this Committee were grant-
ed, desired it should be thoronghly
understood that in no shape or way
was tho Committee to assume to itself
the right to recommend the imposition
of a tax. As to the question itself, lie
scarcely thought it was worth whilo to
enter into any abstract discussion as to
protection or free trade. That would
probably be discussed with more pro-
priety when the propositions ot the
Government in regard to the tariff
were before the louse. With regard
to the particular prayer of the petition,
lie would only say that there had
always appeared to be two serious diffi-
culties in the way of imposing a duty
on coal. The first was that it would
be a duty placed on what was a prune
necessary of life in a climate like this;
and the second was, that under no pOs-
sible circumstances could the duty be
prevented from operating with great
hardship on a particular portion of the
community, viz: the poorer classes in'

our large cities. It was obvious that,
whatever was the merit of the propo-
sition in any other respect, every cent
of duty placed on coal would inevitably
add to the price of coal on the borders
of the great lake;. It would be the
duty of the Committoe to investigate
into the facts, and ho thought the sab
ject was one on which a fair and intel
ligent report would be of value. a
thought it was very desirable that ail
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parties concerned should have the op-
portunity of presenting their case, and
he was satisfied the Committee would
conduct the enquiry with due imnpar-
tiality. The Government would not
objeet to granting the Committee if the
niames of Messrs. Laurier, Appleby,
Sinclair and Dymond were added to
the Conimittee, it being distinctly un-
derstood that the purpose of the Com-
mittee was to investigate the statement
made in the petition, and not to pro-
pose the imposition of any new taxes.

Mr. BOWELL said there was
another point in connection with the
Coinmittee which it would be well to
understand at the outset. When such
motions had been submitted to the
Ilouse previously, the Committees had
beun organized so as to place on them
a majority of gentlemen who had ex-
pressed their opposition to the princi-
ples involved either in the petition or
in the motion referred. lIe found that
Rule 78 said:

"But it shall be always understood that
no member who declares or decides against
theprinciple or substance of aBill, resolution
or matter to be committed can be nominated
on such Committee."

Snch a decided expression of opinion
had been given by at least one of the
hion. members who had been named on
the Committee, and the hon. member
for Essex had been one of the first to
express an opinion adverse to the
prayer of the petition. It could not be
pretended, moreover, that the bon.
member for North York was in unison
with the prayer of the petition.

Mi'. -DYMOND said ho had expressed
'W opinion on any matter which had
hefore the House to-night.
MrI. BOWELL said there were

several gentlemen named on the Com-
nuttee who were avowed free-traders,
n't only as to the abstract principle,
bn< as applied to every branch of
theuistry and trade in the country, If
the hon. member for North Yor k would
say that his interpretation of his
OPinions was not correct, ho (Mr.

Boel) would withdraw his objection.
the aied the ruling of the Speaker on
the point.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the bon.
entlm11an assumed that this was a

Committee to recommend the imposi-
tion of a tax.

Mr. BOWELL: No.
Mr. MACKENZIE said. if such was

not the case, the objection had no
weight. If the Committee was to be
composcd of members who were coni-
mitted to the imposition of protective
duties on coal, there was no use in
appointing a Committee to inquire
into the facts. The Committee
must be fair and impartial, and it
would be absurd to have such a Com-
mittee representing a minority in the
House, and that minority represent-
ing a principle which they desired to
sec carried into effect.

Mr. TUPPER said the objection
taken by the Ion. member for North
Hastings was that in appointing a
Committee no hon. member could be
named who had expressed himself
opposed to the prayer of the petition
referred to the Committee.

Mr. HOLTON said the prayer of
the petition asked something to which
the Government could not consent,
and an objection ought to have been
taken to the motion. The House
could not consent to refer to a Com-
mittee a petition praying for some-
thing which the Committee itself
could not recommend.

Mr. DYMONI) said it would be re-
membered that, when the petition was
presented to the House, a debate arose
as to its beirg received. Ie would
venture to submit that, if the petition
could be received by the House, it
must be competent for a Committee to
consider its subject-matter. If the
Committee could not be appointed to
consider the matter of the petition,
then the petition itself should never
have been received.

AMr. BOWELL said, if the Comnittee
was merely to be appointed for the
sake of causing some expense, and was
to be restricted in its ex pression of
opinion as to the prayer of t e petition,
then the Committee should not be
appointed. His point was that the
petition prayod for a certain matter,
that certain members of the House had
expressed opinions in opposition to
that prayer, and that therefore under
the rule they could not be placed on
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the Committee. The object of referring
the petition to a Committee was to
ascertain whether the assertions it con-
tained were well founded, and whether
the prayer of the petition could be
granted by the louse.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
had been very properly decided that
the petition could be received as it was
general in its nature, and did not con-
tain on the face of it a request from
persons interested in the subject-mat-
ter of the prayer. The petition was
for a tax, or a bounty which was in
the nature of a taxy and the reference
of the petition could only mean a refer-
ence of a consideration of its prayer.
There was a rule that, when a Com-
mittee was appointed, the members
placed upon it must be in favour of the
principle or substance of the resolu-
tion submitted to them, and that rule
applied in England as well as bore.
No member could properly or honestly
sit on a Committee if he was altogether
opposed to the principle of the Bill,
measure, or resolution submitted to it.
In England, it frequently occurred that
a member refused to sit on a Committeo
because he had made up his mind
against the principle of the measure to
be referred. It did not follow that the
members must be committed fully to
the principle, but they must either be
in favour of the principle or not com-
mitted against it.

Mr. HOLTON said his objection was
the constitutional one that the petition
prayed for something which the Com-
mittee could not report in favour of.
He had been taught by Robert Bald-
win that it was shirking the respon-
sibility of the Government to permit
the reference of any matter involving
the expenditure of money or $he
imposition of taxes to a Committee of
the House. The right hon. member
for Kingston would support him in the
statement that euch was Mr. Baldwin's
uniform teaching. He thought the
Comtnittee as proposed by this
motion was irregular and would lead
to the introduction of a very unsound
practice, and to no practical result,
because, under the rules of the House,
the Committee could not report in
favour of the prayer of the pcition
referred to. Therefore, culi bono? He

Mr. BOWELL.

doubted whether the technical rule
invoked by the hon. momber for North
Has<tings (31r. Bowell) could be applied
to this at ail, but his (Mr. Holton's)
objection went deeper anti upon more
constitutional grounds.

Mr. BLAKE said it was evident, by
common sense and the very ground of
a Committee of enquiry, that the rule
could not have the meaning sought to
be given it. The Finance Ministe-,
had stated that he was willing to grant
a Committee to enquire into the facts
alleged in this petition. The hon.
member for Kingston said the Com-
mittee should be composed either or
mei who were ail impressel
with one view of the facts, who
had come to one conclusion on
them, who wished to bring forward
one view of them to the House, who
would conduct the investigation, or, as
the hon. gentleman said, marshal the
evidence, so as to present their side of
the question to the louse; or of those
who were neutral, who had no opinion
at ail, and who were like the ignorant
jurymen whu did not read the papers.
and were the only class in the nited
States considered competent to try a
cause; but the hon. gentleman would
on no account have a Committee which
would represent both sides of the
question. If the enquiry were cor -
ducted bv thoso who had opinions ail
on one side, was it likely to be fui,
fair and impartial ? Was it likely to
convince the House or country that the
enquiry had been sufficient? In that
case, they might give up the idea of a
Committee ofenquiry at all. Lot them
see, however, if they could not find a
sensible rule, which would not lead to
such preposterous consequences. When
they had a matter of which the prin-
ciple was laid down by a resOll-
tion, but the execution of the
details required investigation and
consideration, they committed it to
a Committee of those who were favour-
able to the principle, who proceeded to
ascertain how most effectually tha
rincile could be carried out in dotai!
ut, ifthey were referring a matter of

enquiry into facts, they did not talke
those who were pledged or strongtY
impressed with one or the other side
of the question, but took mon who had
impressions on both sides, and used tle
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ordinary means of getting all the
evidence on both sides brought forward
and a conclusion on the disputed
question reached by the House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that might be very well for a Com-
mittee of enquiry, which was consti-
tuted to look into the whole subject,
but they knew what the prayer of this
petition was, and, if it was referred,
that and no other was the subject which
the Committee would have to enquire
into. It was a petition not for enquiry,
but for redress. What was the use of
referring it if its prayer was not to be
considered ? The Goverument said :
" You may have your Committee, but
you must agree in the first place that
by no possibility can you get what you
ask for."

Mr. BLAKE: Hear, hear.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that not only was the point of order well
taken, but there was a constitutional
question which the hon. member for
Chateauguay (Mr. Holton) had well
stated. He (Sir John A. Macdonald)
remembered very well the course taken
by Mr. Baldwin both in the Opposition
and in the Government. Whenever a
yielding Government sent a petition of
this kind to a Committee, ho always
opposed it as an abdication of the duty
of the Government, and in the Govern-
ment he was very determined in
carrying out the rule himself. He (Sir
John A. Macdonald) did not desire to
interfere with the hon. gentleman
getting a Committee of enquiry,
but a Committee shackled by
the conditions placed on it by the
Minister of Finance would be worse
than nothing.

Mr. MILLS said there vas a series
of allegations contained in the petition
Upon which the petitioners came to
their conclusion. Was it the conclu-
sion or the facts into which the Com-
]nittee was to enquire ?

Mr. BOWELL: The whole.

Mr. MILLS: Is the Committee for
the purpose of determining whether a
tax shall be imposed or not?

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: Yes.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is the purpose for which it is moved.

Mr. MILLS: That is wholly impro-
per. The hon. gentleman says a Com-
mittee should assume the function of
advising the House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I do
nothing of the kind. I am on the
other side.

Mr. MILLS said the Committee
should enquire into the facts alleged in
the petition.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said in that
case it should be a Committee to
enquire into the coal trade of the
Dominion and into the facts stated in
the petition, and should not be in this
form. If the House referred the peti-
tion to the Committee, it virtually
acceded to its principles.

Mr. BLAKE said it had become the
custom to strike Committees of this
kind. It had been done in the time of
the late Government. The object was
to get at some facts to show that
the country would be benefitted by
taxation in favour of the interest af-
fected. His hon. friend had proposed
a reference of this petition bocause,
he supposed, lie thought the coal trade
would be benefitted by taxation. Peti-
tions had not unfrequently been pre-
sented, so guarded in their language
as not to come within the direct mean-
ing of the rule which forbade the re-
ception of a petition praying for a
grant of money, and Committees had
been struck on these. But it would
be out of order for this Committee to
report in favour of a bounty or tax.

-Mr. PLUMB said he thought the
prayer of the petition must be either
adôpted or rejected. It would be im-
possible to separate the statements and
the prayers of a petition which was
for such a specific purpose as this.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must confess
that, looking at the resolution as it is
in my hands, and not as the hon. the
Finance Minister suggested it should
be, I cannot help arriving at the con-
clusion that, if it passed in that shape,
the whole petition, as well the prayer as
the allegations, would be referred to the
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Committee to deal with, and I belicve
they would bave power to make some
report as to the petition. Very fre-
quently Committees have blundered by
exceeding theirpowers, but I believe it
would be in the competence ofthe Coni-
mittee to express an opinion on the
prayer of the petition. Fornerly,
Co;rmmittees were not allowed to ex-
press their opinion on any subject, but
the Parliament of Canada has been ac-
customed to receive reports in whicli
opinions were expressed, and a recent
rule of the Imperial Parliament allow-s
Committees to express an opinion upon
the subject-matter referred to them.

Mr. MACKENZ[E: Not upon the
granting of money.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is pos-
sible for a Committee to put its opinion
before the House, even upon that,
not as a recommendation, but as an
abstract opinion, as any hon. member
might do in introducing a resolution
into the House. My impression is that
the point raised by the hon. member
for North Hastings (Mr. Bowell) is
well taken. I find only two who, in
this debatehave expressed any opinion
.adverse to the prayer of the petition.
No hon member has expressed any op-
position to an enquiry being made. In
fact, all have stated facts which ýwould
very fairly bc subject for enquiry.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved in
amendment:

" That all the words after ' Petition of H.
Mitchell, and others' be expunged, and the
following words be substituted: ' be referred
to a Select Commnittee, composed of Messrs.
MacKay (Cape Breton), Laurier, McGregor,
Flynn, Fraser, Workman, Macdonald (To.
ronto), Campbell, Power, Tupper, Appleby,
Sinclair and Dymond, to enquire into and
report u n the allegations as to the state
of the Goal trade, containei in the said
Petition. "

Mr. WALLACE (Norfolk)
the adjournment of the Debate.

moved

Motion to adjourn Debate agreed to.

House adjourned at
Ten minutes to

Twelve o'clock.

'Mr. SPEAKER.

H1OUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 2nd Mlarch, 1877 .

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

THE COAL PETETION COMiMIT-
TEE.

RULING -OF MR. SPEAKER.

Mr. SPEAKER: A point of order
was raised last night, which, I think, is
a novel one in the experience of the
Canadian Parliament. I cannot remem-
ber its ever having been raised before.
certainly not since I have taken the
chair, and to-day I felit it my duty to
look very carefully into the whole ques-
tion, in order to satisfy myself as to
whether my ruling was correct or not.
I think it is my duty to lay before the
House the result of my investigations.
I find, in the first place, that no such
rule as ours oxists in the British louse
of Commons. In a little work, pub-
lished in 1859, I an told, by Sir Erskine
May, in which the rules of the House
appear, I find no rule similar to
that we have in our rules. Of course,
that being the case, the pre-
cedents of the British House of
Commons can hardly justify action
on our part; but it may be well
to state what the practice there is.
In the year 1861, Mr. Ewart moved a
resolution in the louse of Commons
asking that the mode of selecting
Select Committees should bc changed,
and that the number of their members
should be reduced. This proposal led
to a discussion, during which mach
was said which is very pertinent to
the point we had under consideration.
Sir George Lewis, whose authority in
matters of this kind would appear to be
entirely unquestioned-at all events it
was so in this instance,-after stating
what the practice with regard to Pri-
vate Bills, and concerning the Com-
mittees to which Private Bills were
referred, had been, went on to say:
" The hon. gentleman had asked why
that system which worked so well witl
regard to Private Bills Committees,
was not extended to Public Bills Com-
mittees, and the answer was that the
two cases were wholly dissimilar.
The business before Public Committees
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was conducted entirely by members
themselves, Who had to call and
examine witnesses, sift their evidence,
and in short perform all the functions
counsel performed before Private Bill
Committees. If, therefore, Public Bill
Committees consisted wholly of im-
partial mon, their investigations
would be most unsatisfactory; strong
partisans on each side were knowingly
and advisedly chosen, in order that the
truth might be elicited by the conflict
of opposite, and, it might be, interested
opinions. Indeed, in the formation of
such Committees, the avowed object
often was to have different interests
r'epresented; and the complaint was
sometimes made that a Committee was
unfairly constituted, precisely because
conflicting interests were not repre-
sented in it. It was also frequently
alleged that Scotch and Irish members
were excluded. The practice further
was to have some members of the
Government and some leading
inembers of the Opposition on every
important Committee, a usage in favour
of which obviously a great deal might
be said." I find that subsequently,
when it was proposed to appoint a
Committee-indeed a Committee had
been appointod, and it was proposed
to add a member to it-to take into
consideration the wlhole question
relating to matters affected by the
Ecclesiastical Titles Bill, it was moved
that Mr. McElvoy be one of the mem-
bers of the Committee. Objection was
then taken to referring a question of
that kind to a Committee, and Mr.
Chichester Fortescue and other gentle-
men took the ground which was
taken last night by the hon. member
foi Chateauguay,-that, in a question
of that kind, the Government should
form its own policy, and act on it, and
lot endeavour to screen itself under

the action of a Committee of the
House. I also find here, that Mr.
Vance condemned the proposed Com-
mittee as unfairly consisting of ten
who were favourable to the objeet in
View, and of five who were against it,
mrstead of eight on the one side, and
seven on the other, the usual propor-
tion. This was stated as a matter of
fact in the House of Commons, and it
Was r'eceived ai a statenient of fact,
vhich was not disputed, showing that

the practice there was to name a Com-
mittee of fifteen for the consideration
of all subjects of this kind, eight on the-
one side, the members of the Govern-
ment being favourable, I presume, to
the measure, and seven on the other
side. I fnd, that in an unpublished
edition of Mr. Todd's work, this ques-
tion is enlarged upon; and I requested
him to copy his views on the subject,
as they are contained in this work,
which I hope will be some day or other
published ; and in thishe says: "' Public
Committees are usually appointed
either at the suggestion or with the
direct approval of the Government,
and are composed of a fair proportion of
leading men on both sides of the House,
including members of existing and of
former Administrations, in order that,
as a general rule, the balance of parties
may be naintained and the feeling of
the House represented thereon. Men
should be selected to serve on public
Committees, who from their abilities
or experience, or the special interests
they represent, are become qualified
for such service. Strong partisans on
each side are knowingly and advisedly
chosen"-here he quotes the words of
Sir George Lewis-"- in order that the
truth might be elicited from conflicting
or opposite, and it might be, interested
opinions. If sich Committees con-
sisted wholly of independent men, their
investigations would be most unsatis-
factory." It is evident trom all this
that, if we had not the rule in question
among our rules, it would have been my
duty Iast evening to decide differently ;
and yet I cannot, on looking more
carefully at the Rule, perceive that it
was open to me to rule in any other
way than I did. The matter referred
to the Committee, I am still of opinion,
included as well the prayer of the
petition as allegations of fact contained
in the petition. It is open to the Com-
mittee to express an opinion as to the
expediency or inexpediency of impos-
ing a duty on coal, or granting a
bounty on coal. Under ali these circum-
stances , I am satisfied that my ruling
last night was correct, aùd I am equal-
ly satisfied that the rule, as it stands,
is inconsistent with free parliamentary
action in niatters of this kind.

Mr. MACKENZIE asked whether-
the ruling referred to the amendment
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am speaking
entirely about the point raised last
night by the hon. member for North
Hastings (Mr. Bowell). The amend-
ment puts the question in an entirely
different shape; and perhaps the rul.
ing is of little consequence one way or
the other, as it is not the intention of
the Government to accede to the points
contained in the motion, or what they
seem at all events to bc. StilI, as there
was much difference of opinion on the
subject, and as it was new to me, I felt
that it was my duty to look into the
question and to put the result of my
enquiries before the House.

Mr. CAUCHON asked whether the
ruling referred to private as well as to
public measures.

Mr. HOLTON: I venture to think
that the rule in question is a very use-
ful rule if properly applied. For
instance, if the House passes the
second reading of a Bill approving the
principlo thereof, it is obviously right
and proper that a Special Com-
mittee, appointed to consider its
details, should be completely com-
posed of friends of the measure.
In like manner, if the House frames
anything in the shape of a resolution,
and appoints a Committee to consider
any details arising out of it, this Com-
mittee, after such an affirmation of a
principle, should be composed of
friends of it, who may be supposed to
be the majority of the House ; but a
Committee of enquiry or investigation,
to which any matter of public policy
is reffrred, obviously ought to in-
clude fï-iends and opponents of the pro-
position. This distinction I would
draw in my own mind, and therefore I
thought the point raised by the hon.
member for North Hastings last night
did not touch the essence of the matter
at all. I formed a different opinion,
and I considered that, if the Committee
were ordered, then the technical ob-
jection of the hon. member from North
Hastings was not applicable. It would
not do to abridge the freedom of en-
quiry which the House may choose to
order.

M r. SPEAKER said this was hiis
own view of the matter longr befbre fie
pronounced his docision.

Mr. MAcKENZIi.

Mr. IHOLTON said that Private
Bills were considered judicially in
Committee.

Mr. BLANCHET said he foared if
such Committees were composed of op-
ponents and friends of the question
under consideration, the object in view
would be defeated in a great many
cases. Some years ago, a member of
the House had asked for the appoint-
ment of a Committee particularly to
investigate the expediency of having a
law passed in favour of compulsory
vaccination; and he was so unfortunate
as to place on the Committee medical
gentlemen who were opposed to that
principle. They absented themselves
from its meetings, and it was impos-
sible for the mover, who was actuated
by philanthropie motives, to bring in a
report. The hon. member for Chateau-
guay (Mr. Holton) would also recollect
that a few years ago, the late member
for Gaspé (Mr. Fortin) proposed the
formation of a Committee regarding the
improvement. of navigation and the
fisheries. The mover placed on his
Committee hon. members who were
opposed to his views, and his object
was entirely defeated. He thought it
would be well if an absolute rule on
this subject was not maintained, lest it
might in a great many cases occasion
serious difficulty.

Mr. BLAKE said lie could readily
understand the duty of laying down
a rule, but he did not understand the
necessity for ordering that rule to be
pla.ed on their journals. When some
principle, some projet de loi or some-
thing of that kind, the details of which
it was desirable to carefully talk ovcr
and bring into shape, was in question,
he could understand why an hon.
member should docline to put on the
Committee persons whoso views
were entirely hostile to the principle,
or projet de loi, because these persons
might be obstructive and have an ob-
ject in not perfecting the matter under
consideration. But to appoint six men
who had already declared themselves
to be favourable to any subject, into Lhe
expediency of whieh it was desirable
to enquire, to take it under consider
ation, was absurd ; and it would be
carrying the farce-for such it would
be-still further if these mombers of the
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Committee called witnesses to estab-
lish what in their own predetermined
opinion was right. The only safe way
under such circumstances would be to
appoint two Committees, one wholly
composed of persons favourable to the
measure, and the other wholly com-
posed of its opponents; still this would
be a very cumbersome method. The
authorities which the Speaker had cited
only reduced to language the common
sense of the matter. It was clear that
snch enquiries should be conducted by
Committees on which persons of diffep-
ent views were placed; therefore,while
he agreed with the general proposition
of the hon. member from Bellechasse, ho
was not disposed to agree in the view
that subjects of enquiry should be
submitted to one-sided Committees.

Mr. BOWELL said, in raising the
point he did, he had taken the literal
meaning of the rule, and, notwith-
standing the objection taken by the
hon. Minister of Justice last night- -
who had denounced everyone holding
his (Mr. Bowell's) view as lacking iii
conmon sense-he was gratified that
one of the highest Parliamentary
authorities in the Dominion acquiesced
in bis reading of tho rule. The objec-
tions taken to it by the hon. member
for Chateauguay and the reasons just
given by the hon. the Minister of
Justice, were no doubt well founded, but
Mr. Speaker had to decide according
to the meaning of the rule as it stood
on the Rules of the House. It was clear
that a Select Comnittee could be
selected from parties holding views in
aee ml and in uni;son with the subject

(je referred to tein and that tho re-
Port was a foregone conclusion, but was

not equally truc that a Government,
vho made an apparent concession to a

supporter by allowing a Committee to
be appointed to carry out a whim or
idea, could so form and constitute that
Comnmittee as to make it sure to report
in accord with the wishes of the Gov-
ernment. The whole argument only
showed that the rule should be amended
"o that on reading it would mean
what the precedent read by Mr.
Speaker intended to iumean.

Mr. MACKENZ[E said it was quite
evident that the rule m st be amendedy
and he would take an early opportu-
mity of attaining that result.

MR. JUSTICE LORANGER.

MOTION TO REFER PETITION.

Mr. BLANCHET moved for copies
of the Petition of J. B. Brousseau,
Esquire, of the town of Sorel, dated
26th February, 1876, in relation to Mr.
Justice Loranger; also that the said
Petition bo then referred to the Com-
mittee appointed by this louse to
enquire into the charges preferred
against the hon. Judge.

Mr. BLAKE said he could not con-
sent at this moment to the latter part
of the motion. There was no objection
to the motion passing for the petition
to be brought down, which he would
take care was done at once. H e sug-
gested that the latter part be struck
ont.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

MOTION TO SUBSTITUTE.

Mr. BLANCHET moved:
" That the name of Mr. Roy be substituted

for that of Mr. Langevin on the Select Stand-
ing Committees on Public Accounts, and
Railways, Canals and Telegraph Lines."

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had only
this objection,thatan hon. memberfrom
British Columbia had called attention
to the fact that there was no member
from that Province on the Public Ac-
counts Committee, and he proposed to
put Mr. Thompson in the place of Mr.
Langevin, in order that British Colum-
bia might be represented. This was
one of the most important Committees,
and it was not usual to appoint an en-
tirely new member of the House to it.

Motion, as amended, agreed to, as
foilows:-

Resolved, that Mr. Roy be added to the
Select Standing Conmittee on Railwavs,
Canals and Telegraph Lines; and Mr.
Thompson (Cariboo) to that on Public Ac-
counts.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY BRANCH.

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

Mr. MIL LS moved :
" That the House do forthwith resolve it-

self into Committee of the Whole, to consider
the following resolutions:-

let. That it is expedient to provide that
the salaries or reinuneration of the Director
of the Geological $îurvey aind his Asistants
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be determined by the Governor in Council,
subject to the &pproval of Parliament.

2nd. That it is expedient to provide that the
Director and persons appointed to permanent
positions in the Geological Survey Branch
of the Departinent of the Interior, shall be
considered as being within the provisions of
the Act 33 Victoria, Chapter Four, to provide
for the superannuation of perions enployed
in the Civil Service in certain cases."

Motion agreed to.

(In the Committec.)

Resolution ordered to be reported.
House resuned.
Resolution reported, read the second

tine and agreed to, and referred to Com-
mittee of the Whole on Bill No. 18.

TRANSFER OF TIIE TRURO AND
PICTOU BRANCI RAILWAY.

MOTION TO REFER RESOLUTIONS.

Mr. MACKENZIE noved:
" That on Tuesd-.y niext the House w: Il

resolve itself into Comniittee of the Whole to
consider the following resolutions

" That it is expeieint to authorize thbe
Governor in Council to iake arrangements
for carrying out the transfer of the Truro and
Pictou Branch of the Intercolonial Railwav
in pursuance of negotiations entered int>
with the Government of Nova Scotia, and
the Halifax and Cape Breton Railway and
Coal Company under the resolution passed
by this House on the 19th May, 1874; and
fur that purpose to provide:-

1. That the said Branch Railway, with
-u-ficient land for the purposes thereof, and
tie Stations and buil dings thereon, but
without rollinig stock, nay be transferred
absolutely to the person or Coipany con-
structing a line of Railway from New Glasoow
to the Strait of Canso, and providing
sufficient rolling stock and appurtenances
for the same, and a proper Steam Ferry
across the said Strait, the whole to the
satisfaction if the Minister of Public Works.

2. That tenporary possession of the said
Branch Railway nay be given to the
person or Company with whom tlie Nova
Scotia Government shall have contracted
for the construction of the said extension to
the said Strait, and the establishment ofthe
said Steam Ferry, as soon as such person or
Company shall have expended not less than
$400,000 on the work to the satisfaction of
the said Minister of Public Works; subject
to immediate resumption of the said Branci
Railway by the Government of Canada and
repayment of the net earnings thereof, in
case of failure to fulfil the conditions aibre-
said, b-y such person or Company, who shal
give proper security for the fulfilment thereof
and for the payment of all damagesresulting
from such failure, to the satisfactiou of the
Minister; such failure also orerating the

Mr. MILLS.

avoidance of any arrangement for the
absolute transier of the said Branch Raihwav

Motion agreed to.

INSOLVENT ACT AMENDMNIENT
BILL.

FIRST READING

Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill (No.
60) To amend the Insolvent Act of
1875 and the Act in :,mendment
thereof.

B il read thefirst tine.

CRI M INAL LAWS EXTENSION
BILL. [BILt No. 23.]

(Mr. Blake)

TIIIRD READING.

House resolved itself into Conmittee
of the Whole on Bill (No. 23) To ex-
tend to the Province of Prince Edward
Island certain Criminal Jaws now in
force in other Provinces of tle Do-
minion.

(In the Connittee.)

Mr. DAVIES said he understood that
prospective cost of the jail in Prince
Edward Island would be defrayed by
the Government until the Reformatory
at Dorchester was erected. le thoughit
the island was also cntitled to ret0ro-
spective costs since the date of Con-
federation. While on this subject, he
would take occasion to say that he did
not agree with his hon. friend froni
Queen's that it was necessary to have
a local Reformatory at Prince Edward
Island. Such institutions were vcry
expensive, as was proved in the case id
Manitoba, and that in course of eree-
tion at Dorchester by the Governmenlt
would meet all the requirements.

Bill ordered to be reported.
Bill reported, read the third tone and

passed.

LARCENY ACT AMENDlENT
BILL.-[BLL No. 24.]

(.1r. Blake.)

THIRD READIN<'.

Huse resolved itolf into Committee
of the Whole on Bill (No, 24) To
amend the Act respecting LarCCnY
and similar offences.

[COýqmoNs.j Business.
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(In the Committee.)
Mr. BLAKE moved in amendment:
" That in the 3id clause, 4th section, the

word 'three' be substituted by 'seven,'
So as to authorize the maximurn iiprison-
ment being seven years for simple larceny."

Amendinent agreed to.
Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-

ported.
1louser~ resumfedl.
BiH report ed.
Amendient read the second tine and

roncurred in.
Bill read the third tirne and passed.

OFFENCES AGAINST TUE PER-
SON ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 27.]

(Mr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole on Bill (No. 27) To
amend the Act respecting offences
against the person.

(In the Committee.)
Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill repoi ted, read the third tùine, and

passed.

SALARIES OF JUDGES READ-
JUSTMENT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BILL No. 50.]

(Mr. Blake.)

SECOND READINU.

Bill read the second tine.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
NUSEUM BILL.- [BILL No.

AND
18.]

(Mr. Mills.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

louse resolved itself into Comimittee
of the Whôle on Bill (No. 18) To make

r provision respecting the Geo-
logical and Natural listory Survev of
Canada, and for the maintenance ofthe
Museum in Connection therewith,

Bill ordered to be reportod, with an
aImendment.

Ho use resumed.
Bill reported.

26

WAYS AND MEANS-CONCUR-
RENCB-THE TARIFF.

Mr. CART WRIGHT moved the
second reading of Resolution 1, reported
from Committee of Ways and Means
on Tuesday, 20th February.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Mr.
Speaker, this resolution and all the
other tariff resolutions which are
before the flouse, are, it must be
rememberedi, a temporary measure to
meet a temporary exigency, to meet
.a temporary deficiency which is stated
by the Government to exist. It there-
fore does not of necessity embrace in
it the larger question which is before
the country, and which, as we ail know,
is before the louse. of the general
financial position of the country. But
it seems to me that, as the debate
cannot be kept within the strict limits
of the resolution, it will, under
the circumstances, he on the whole
more satisfactory to this House and to
the country if the present be accepted
as a fitting opportunity for a full
discussion of the financial question on
its goneral merits. I know this ques-
tion engaged the attention of the
Government, not only last Session, but
during the whole of the summer, and
also to a great extent the attention of
the whole people of the Dominion. It
is my intention or the intention of
some other lion. gentleman to move at
an carly day a resolution which will
affiri the general opiniun on this side
of the House as to the proper policy
to be pursued for the benetit of the
country with respect to the revenue
and with respect to the general finan-
cial policy of tthe Government and of
the Dominion. I propose to move an
amendment to this first resolution now
before the House, but in its terms it
will apply to all the other resolutions
as well. The alterations to the tariff
which are submitted to the liouse for
the consideration of the House in Con-
mittee have, as I anticipated, created
a great deal of dissatisfaction through-
ont the country. I believe that
not only is there a great deal of dis-
satisfaction among those interests
which are particularly and specially
affected by the various items, but that
throughout the whole country there is
a feuiiug of general despondeney, that
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the measure does not hold out some
hope to the struggling industries of
Canada. It seems to me that the
Government have lost a good oppor-
tunity. There is a general feeling of
deression in the country, as is admitt-
ed the hon. the Minister of Finance.
There is a feeling of want of confidence,
and, instead of decreasing, it is expand-
ingand widening. Awordofencourage-
ment, or a step in the way of protect-
ing, developing or sustaining our strug-
gling industries at the prosent time,
would have a magical effeet in arous-
ing the sympathies of the people.
Had the Government taken but one
single step in asisting but one single
industry, it would have had a salutary
effect. It would have redounded to
their credit, and have greatly raised
them in the estimation of the coun-
try, while at the same time it would,
perhaps, in some degree have recon-
ciled the people and the various
industries to a suspension of their
hopes for protection for another Ses-
sion. Instead, however, of the altera-
tions in the taritf assisting any
industry, instead of their holding out
a hope to any class whatever, if they
have had any effect ut all, it has been
against some industry. It has had
the effect of attacking sonie of our
industries, and of increasing the de-
pression which is so widely prevalent
in the country. The lion. the Minister
of Finance has lost a good oppor-
tunity to accomplish ut the same time
two objects, viz.: meeting a deficiency,
if necessary, by increased taxation
and so adjusting the taxation that
it might incidentally bc of some ser-
vice to some interest, to some class,
industry or manufacture. Instead of
that, however, the Government have
told the House that they had
adopted what might be called, " the
fIly on the wheel" poliey-that they
had no interest in it as it were, fur-
ther than to raise the necessary
amount of revenue in the easiest way,
the most comfortable way to them-
ulves, without regarding either the
convenience, the interest, the comfort,
or the good of the country. I had
hoped better things from the hon.
gentlemen opposite. Although the
HJouse knew that the proclivities, orrather principles, of some of the hon.

Sir Joix A. MaanoeitD.

gentlemen were freo-trade, yet some
encouragement was held out in occa-
sional utterances of my hon. friend
the Premier. Although lie is a Free-
trader and has announced it in the
strongest language, yet, both in tli-s
H[ouse and out of it, he has stated
that it is not possible to introdtue a
free trade policy to the full extent,
any more than it would be possile to
introduce a policy of protection to the
extent demanded by its3 advocates. I
had hoped that, as the hon. gentleman
holds such an opinion, which agrecs
very much with my own, some
attempt would have been made to
steer a middle course; that, while not
abandoning the principles of free
trade, but admitting that the case of
this country was exceptional and that
free trade in the abstract could not
be carried out satisfactorily to the
fullest extent, the Government would
have shown a disposition to aid the
impoverished national industries in
the scheme of taxation which they
brought down. But if that scheme
had been drawn by the most rabid
Free-trader, the most flnatical ad-
mirer of vhat Carlyle called the
"Dismal Science," it could not have
been more strictly in accordance with
the most finatic prejudices of the most
advanced Free-trader. Look at the
tariff they propose. Look at the first
resolution. Here is a tax on malt of
100 per cent.--a Canadian industry
which is based upon the use of a1
Canadian agricultural product----having
some claim, one would think, to the
sympathy of my hon. friend ut the
head of the Government, and not only
the head of the Government and the
distinguished leader of a great party,
but the representative of an agricl-
tural constituency. One would suP
pose that, occupying the honourable
he would have some sympathy with
the manufacturing intereste so far as pO-
sition which the hon. the Premier does,
the millers and brewers are conceried,
and with the farmers so far as regards
malt. The duty on malt is 100 Por
cent--72 cente on a bushel of malt,
which is equal to a bushel of barley.
It seems to me that this duty recomi-
mends itself to no interet and to DO

Party. M y hon. friend the membelt
for West iddlesex will jeo that there
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is in it a discouragement of the use of
the produce of malt, of the use of ale,
and that there is a heavier duty pro-
portionatelY put on it than there is on
whiskey and other ardent spirits.
Even the most enthusiastie teetotaller
would say that if there muet be any-
thing having alcohol in it, if we could
not have light wines entirely, beer was
the most wholesome and the least
noxious of all the beverages which are
considered by teetotallers as being
altogether injurious. 'Ibis im t is a
direct tax against a wholesome bverage
and one which is not so obnoxious in the
eyes of a total abstainer as whiskey.
As to the duty on ale, I have no doubt
that the Minister of Finance has heard
a good deal on that subject froi the
brewers; and ho will bear a great deal
more in this regard, I fancy, bofore
this proposition becomes law. I am
told, Sir, that the duty on ale in this
country is now seventy per cent.
higher than in any other eountry in
the world. I am told that the dutyon
spirits in England is 17s. 6d. sterling,
or $4.38 per gallon, while on ale the
dnty in England is about the sanie
figure as it is in the United States,
which is one hundred cents in green-
backs, or eighty cents a gallon less
than the duty iii Canada. But here,
we have an excessive, disproportionate
duty iinposed, in comparison with the
dutyon ardent spirits. This tax, there-
fore, bas no merits whatever. It is a
tax on the consumer, and is certainly of
no benefit or advantage to any interest
in this country. Then, look at
the duty on tea. Surely, in the adjust-
ment of the tariff, the bon. gentle-
man Opposite might have found some
other subject for taxation which would
not have put go excessive a tax on a
beverage which is almost a neceseary
of life iu the greater portion of the

'Dominion of Canada. Its friends know
that is "the cup that cheers and notinebriates,» and the use of tea has been
found tobe the best antidote to the ex-
cessive use of ardent spirits that has
yet been discovered. Yet here we
ao5ve a TPecific duty of two centa lacedOn tea, m, addition to the duty aready1po J on it, making five cents perPGund on this article. Surely the hon.gentleman oppoite could have found

ingelAse upon which ho could
26½

have levied taxation. He had the
whole range of subjects open to tax-
ation before him, and yet he has
deliberately chosen out of this number
a harmless beverage, a useful beverage,
to impose an extra duty on tea, which is
and a neceessary of life, and ho has
imposed it in the most obnoxious
possible way. We have a specifie
duty upon tea of five cents per
pound, the same duty is levied
on the twenty-five cents per
pound tea of the poor man, and on the
huadred cents per pound lea of the
rich man. This is a direct discourage-
ment to the use of this article, and it is
an unequal amount of taxation. If
this tax had been imposed ad valoremn,
according to value, they would have
had two advantages in favour of this
course; in the first place, this would
only be doing justice to the masses who
used chcap te&, and it would have made
the rich man, who likos the aroma of
the finer brand, the Gunpowder, the
Imporial, the flavored Pekoe, and the
other fancy grades, to pay proportion-
ately for the enjoyment of this luxury;
and vhile it would have had this effect
it would also have had this other effect
-it would, to a great extent, if not
altogether, have remedied the injustice
that was perpetrated-if I may use the
expression--when the ten per cent dis-
criminatory duty was taken off the tea
some years ago, beeaise as the ad
valorem duty is reckoned according to
value at the place of export. it
would have, in part, if îlot altogether,
removed the injustice which I have
mentioned, and restored in a great
degree our direct trade with China.
As to the other subjects of taxation
contained in the resolutions I shall say
nothing. Not being a commercial
man-of course I do not profess to be
an adept in these matters-I shall
leave the different detaile of the tariff
to be discussed by other and more
competent persons. and I have no.
doubt they will supply any deficieney-
in that res pt in my argument. As I
understad it, these duties are Iroposede
to provide for the loss caused by the
reduction of duty on petroleum to the-
amount of $400,00. Now, it seems 1o-
me that these hon. gentlemen who-
desire to be so economical, and who,
feel the necessity in times of depre-
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sion to apply the pruning .knife, might
have applied it a little more than they
have done to the expenditure connected
with the ordinary administration of
civil affairs. I believe, Mr. Speake,
that the affairs of this country
were as efficiently administered
in 1872-3, and in 1873-4, as
they are to-day; I do niot say that
the Administration was at that time
more efficient, but I think that it was
as efficient as now; and I also think
that in the present depressed state of
affairs, while we have the deficiency
mentioned to meet, these lion. gentle-
men might well have placed the prun-
ing knife to the expenses connected
with the ordinary administration of
the Government to a greater extent
than they have done. And, if this step
had been taken, and if thoso hon. gen-
tlemen, in addition to such an economi-
cal process, had assisted, by the impo-
sition of a duty, some one-if only
one--of the industries of this country,
I think that this House and the coun-
try would have been infinitely botter
satistied than they are at present. I
would be very sorry, Mr. Speaker, for
the reasons which I have given, to sec
any of the great enterprises which are
chargeable to capital, and which the
House and the country have
sanctioned, stopped. There is no ne-
cessity for any such stoppage of
these works ; and such a step would
only have the effect of increasing
the depression which at present unhap-
pity exists, of throwing more people
ont of employment, and of addinz in
every way to the gloom which is
spreading over the country. If the
hon. gentleman had applied his
ingenuity to the subject, and had
closely scanned the expenses of the
ordinary administration of affairs, ho
might have made in this regard a con-
siderable reduction, and also, by means
of a proper readjustment of the tarif,
have removed to a considerable extent
the feeling of distress which exists in
the country. I xmust say, I must
confess, that the policy presented to
the louse does not at all meet the
wishes of the country, because thore is
a great disappointment, as I said when
I commenced my first remarks,
spread throughout the country in this
regard; and not only is this the fact

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

with respect to these comparatively
unimportant changes, but there is also
a deep disappointment felt in all the
great industries of which I have spoken,
owing to the circumstance that there
has not been a complete and thorough
and scientific re-adjustment of the
tariff, such as would assist them in
their development, fosterthem in their
growth, and resuscitate them froni the
present sud condition into which they
have either sunk or are fast sinking.
If, Mr. Speaker, we wore desirous of a
party triumph, we might be glad and
rejoice at the course which bas been
adopted by the hon. gentlemen opposite.
The Government are playing the game
of the Oppositiun in the country,
and strengthening the hands of
the Opposition throughout all
parts of this Dominion and,
although we might rejoice on this
account as party men, we must as
patriots and as Canadians regret the
fact that the Government have flot
come forward to the aid of our strug-
gling industries. I hoped that my
hon. friend who is at the hoad of the
Administration would have laid aside
all private opinions, and have risen
superior to them, owing to the exist-
ing condition of the country. I know

perfectly well, although the hon. gen-
tleman is not called upon to confess it
in the House, that his desk is loaded
with letters ofdiscontent, remonstrance
and prayer. I would like the hon. the
Minister of Finance to give us a little
memorandum of the number of com-
munications which ho has received
from ail parts of the country from
persons engaged in al these interests,
not alone those which are taxed, but
also from those who are engaged in
trade and in manufactures, protesting
against the insufficient and unscientific
alteration of the tarif which has
been presented to tis; and still more
against the omission of the Govern-
meint to deal with the ;whole subjedt in
a scientific way for the relef of the
whole country.

Mr. MACKENZRE: I have no objec-
tion to let the hon. gentleman, .Se
miîne.

Sir JOHN A. MAC DONAID: My
hon. friend will hide the namnes if ho
does. I will move, seoonßed by •s.

Tappor:
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" That the said resolution be not now read
a second time, but that it be resolved, that
this House regrets that the fina .cial policy
submitted by the Government increases the
burthen of taxation on the people, without
any compensating advantage to Ca iadian
industries; and further, that this House is
of opinion that the deficiency in the Revenue
should be met by a diminution of expendi-
ture, aided by such a readjustment of the
Tarif as will benefit and foster the agricul-
tural, mining and nanufacturing interests of
the Dominion."

Mr. MACKENZIE: Mr. Speaker,
before the motion is put to the House,
I beg to make a very few remarks.
The bon. member for Kingston has
not, in the few remarks which he has
been good enough to address to ihe
House, ventured very far upon the ico
in this matter. The hon. gentleman
has, no doubt, some fear that if he
ventures far from land he must cer-
tainly break through ; the hon. gentle-
man bas, however, my earnest and
warm sympathy. I always sympa-
thize deeply with any gentleman who
is pledged from party considerations to
advocate a policy ho bas no faith in.
I know, Sir, that it may please the
hon. gentleman, and temporarily tickle
some of his followers, to tell the House
and the country that the Govern-
ment is playing the game of the
Opposition, but thoy would be
playing into the hands of the Opposi-
tion without doubt, if they should
venture, ut such a time as this, uponi a
reconstruction of the tariff, when there
is niversal depression in the world,
making prices and markets altogether
abnormal. My hon. friend, however
has stated very correctly the position
I have taken; that is, that-we have not
really the questions of protection andfree trade as political principles of
action to define or to expose in this
country, and ho was good enough to
say that this policy, which I defined as

y own, was aiso t'he policy which ho
had adhered to, if ho had any policy on
this subject. Now, Sir, I have heard
rnany speeches from that hon. gentle-

mnan in former times as to the veryquOstion under consideration, and I
'In bound tO say that they haverevays been consistently f reo trade or
tovfnue tariff speeches ; and I am glad
toflnd that to-day, after all that we
have hord about the adoption of a firm

r0tectionist Polcy, the hon. gen-

tleman adheres to his old policy.
But, Sir, he ventures to say that it is a
matter of universal regret that we
have not done something to foster the
struggling industries, and that we have
dlone nothing to promote the prosperity
of aih branches of manufactures. I did
venture to hope, Sir, that the hon.
gentleman would favour us with some
particulars, and, as he has had such
lots of letters himself that he antici-
pates that we have had a vast corres-
pondence on this subject, I hoped he
would be able to present to the House
some view of the particular industries
to which he refers, as those which
required to be fostered by the Govern-
ment and the community ; but, Sir, a
very slight consideration of the gene-
ral laws of trade and commerce must
satisfy the House and the country that
if any ti ade is to b fostered it
must be fostered at the expense
of some other trade or party. It must
be quite clear, Sir, that we cannot
make money ont of air; the more pas-
sage of an Act of Parliament will
nover establish any trade, and will
never foster any industry unless it be
to change from one pocket to another
the proceeds of the industries of the
country. It may be quite possible,-
nay, it is possible, and bas been done,
and it is ono of the very worst features
of the principles of protection,-that
one class of people is made to pay for
the prosperity of another class of peo-
ple. I have no objection to the princi-
ple of protection per se, that is, if you
can make everybody wealthy without
making any person poor; if that is the
principle of protection, I am quite in
favour of it, if the plan by which it is
to be achieved cati be shown. And
the hon. gentleman must be aware
that the moving of a negative resol-
ution of this kind is no way to bring
out the grand principles of action
upon which he is going to found-I
was about to say bis new, but no, Sir,
I will say the resurrected policy that
ho is now about to commit himself to.
Thero is no policy more consistent
with what we usually call the Dark
Ages of the world than that of pro
tection as a principle. Thore is no
principle more consonant with the
advance of human freedom; there is
no principle more in accordance with
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the great prosperity that prevails in
our time -the great intelligence that
prevails in every country of the
world-than that absolute freedom of
eommerce which I advance as the
right principle, where it can be ob-
tainod or aehived, and if we are not
able on this continent, in British
America, to carry this principle into
active operation, it is because of our
geographical position, and because of
circumstances over which we have no
control. That geographical position
and those actual circumstances are
such as to compel us to the adoption
of a policy which can neither be
characterired by the name of Free
Trado nor Protection. But, Sir, there
is one thing t olerably clear, that the
polic'y which the hon. gentleman has
to raise the country in time of de-
pression isone which cannot possibly
bseustained by argument. He says
that our manufacturing industries are
suffering. Well, if our manufacturing
industries are suffering, the people who
maintain those manufacturing indus-
tries must be suffering. The
workingman must be suffering,
and, if the workingman is suf-
foring, is it the way to relieve his
suffering to make everything he pur-
chases dearer than it is now? I do-
clare, Sir, that there is no worse
oppression of the workingman than
the manufacturing or tno political
autocrat who would usurp ail political
power within a limitod circle, and
would restrict that freedom of motion
and action which is the necessary re-
sult of perfect freedom of commercial
intercourse. The hon. gentleman may
tell us that, if the manufacturers are
prosperous, the workingmen would be
prosperous. What are the facts? We
tind that, in 1860, when the policy of
protection, advocated long by tho
Whig party of the United States, was
adopted in its extremity by the Repub-
lican party thon emerging into political
life, the wages of the workingman in
the 'United States were much less than
in 1872 and 1873, just before the com-
meneement of the present commersial
depression. Bat, while hie wages have
advanced by 60 per cent., the prie. of
.ail the commodities which he may
have to consume, all his expenses have
risen by 92 per cent., so that the work.

Mr. MAcrutzz.

ingman in the United States is 32 per
cent. on wages worse off than he was
before the adoption of protection to
their manufacturing industries. Sir, it
would be the worst day that ever
dawned upon the workingman of this
country if the policy that the hon,
gentleman and his friends seon
to rather shadow forth than
boldly advocate became the avowed
and settled policy of the nation. If
we are to prosper, we must prosper
firet by being able to produce more at
less cost; and next, by the policy of
saving, spending less than we earn, and
thus adding to the accumulated savings,
and also to the accumlated capital ofthe
country. That is the true policy, and
our policy at the present time is to
avoid as far as possible placing a burden
of taxation upon the people, and to
endeavour to make everything as cheap
a8 the state of the revenue will per-
mit.

Mr. TUPPER: Tea, for instance.
Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-

tleman says tes. The price oftea will
not be sensibly increased by the ta
imposed on it. Besides, Sir, the tax
we impose upon tea is one that can
easily be removod whenover wo cn,
afford it without disturbing the state of
trade in the country. But the hon.
gentleman objects to the tax 011 tea to-
day, while last night ho urged a tax
on fuel. He would not, on any account,
tax the tea that goes into the tea-pot
but he would tax the coal that boils
the tea-pot. He is determined, at all
hazards, to tax the loaf that goes with
it. His forefathers and mine, I dare
say, did without much tea, but they
wore never able to do without much
bread. The hon. gentleman would
tax-

An HON. MEMIBER: Oatmoal.
Mr. M.ACKENZIE: An hon. gentle-

man behind me suggests oatmeal. W®ll
perhaps so; but mark the extraordinVY
fallacies into which the hon. gentlemen
have fallen. They object to tax
what is undoubtedly a conimoß7
necessary to life, but after all a 1uxury
of life; but they insiet upon taxig
that which no man oan do without1
the article of bread. There is n
bound, Sir, to the extravagant abs
ties into which the hon. gentlemen
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have fallen when they advocate such a

policy as the hon. gen tIeman only hints
at alter al]. But I need not waste
mach time in exposing those fallacies;
I may take another opportunity of
doing so. I have merely called atten-
tion, therefore, to the two or three
points the hon. gentlemen mentioned.
i had thought lie would make some
arument or show some reason why
the policy the Governnent propounded
should not be aceepted or received by
this liouse. lie has shown no fuchl
reasons. He says--and I agree with
him---that it ought to be the policy of
the Government to limit expenditures
as much as possible. eV have endea-
voured to do that. But it is exactly
two weeks ago since the bon. gentle-
man, from the same seat, denounces
the Government because we proposed
to limit the exponses that could be
avoided. In one breath lie denounced
the Government because we propose
as far as possible to limit the present
expenditure of money, and in the next
because we do not limit it more.
Well, the hon. gentleman is ill to
satisfy, and I can only say that I am
excoedingly desirous to obtain his
views as to the precise points where
the further saving is to ho made. If
he will particularize on this point, and
give his views where the expenditure
can be eut, I will be glad to give them
favourable consideration ; but, in the
meantime, if there is to be no further
argument advanced in favour of the
amendment he lias moved, I do not
think it will trouble the House much
to vote down the amondment submit-
ted for their consideration.

Mr. ROCHESTER said lie had a few
words to say with reference to the in-
ereased duty on malt. On looking at
the blue-book, ho found thatduring the
pat year we used 1,441,000 busheis of
malt, and that of this amount 281,000
bushels were imported. There were
about 68,000 bushels used in the distil-
lation of whiskey, which was about
one-twelfth of wbat was used in thebrewing of beer. He thought thehon. the Finance Minister might have
found some other article besides malt
by which to raise the extra revenuerequired, for it seemed out of all pro-portion that a bushel of barley, weigh-
Ing 48 pounds, and valued at 45 to 50

cents, should have to pay a duty of 72
cents. Even the teetotallers of the
Dominion did not recognise the wis-
dom of the additional impost, for they
were aware that its effect would be to
advance the consumption of whiskey.
In European countries, legislators were
rather inclined to take off burdens on
malt on the ground that beer was less
obnoxious than whiskey ; but the hon.
the Finance Minisfer seemed to take an
entirely opposite view of this
important question. Besides, the
distillation of whiskey involved
the consumption of a quantity
of coarse grain, which was mainly im-
ported from the other side. Now, if
there was a duty upon corn, the coun-
try would derive some benefit, and
there was no reason why it should be
admitted duty free when barley was
taxed so heavily. The hon. the Premier
had alluded to what ho called the
" dark ages" of protection. He was
surprised to hear that renark made.
He did not look upon the Americans
as a benighted people. From 1861 up
to the present. the Americans had been
carrying on their Govern ment under a
protective tariff. Duringthat time they
experienced an internai war of immense
magnitude; but, notwithstanding the
disasters that had come upon
them, let the House compare
their position with ours. They
were far ahead of Canada, and no
country on the earth could be pointed
to as having made more rapid strides
than the United States during the past
fifteen years. That was all owing to
the lact that they had had the shrewd-
ness and common sense to adopt a pro-
toctive policy. They would tell Cana-
dians in conversation that they would
like a Reciprocity Treaty, but that it
was impossible to try and consum-
mate such a treaty. Sucb being the
case, why did not Canada try
and protect herself ? Four millions of
people could not compote with
40,00000Y, especially when the latter
had the benefit of protection. It was
not to be wondered at that we were
experiencing hard times under the
present fiscal policy of the Govern-
ment. He supposed that, notwith-
standing this fact, thoy would hear
hon. gentlemen opposite say, as they
had heard the Premier say, that Cana-
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da did not require protection. Some
would say that what he proposed was
a retaliatory policy.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman looks very flourishing.

Mr. ROCHESTER said ho was much
obliged for the compliment. Twelve
months ago he had brought up the sub-
ject of a duty on lumber. We manu-
factured lumber and sent it to the
United States, but it was under a great
disadvantage. .The Americans placed
$2 on a thousand feet, while we
admitted American lumber free.
This was a groat injustte, and
ho hoped the Government would
this year propose some remedy to
place the Canadian lumber inerchant
at least on a footing with the Ameri-
can merchant. He was one of those
who believed what was sauce for the
goose was sauce for the gander; if
protection was good for the United
States, retaliation should be good for
us. There was a great deal of differ-
once between theory and practice,
and the Americans had been practis-
ing protection for the last fifteen
years and had found it successful,
although they were a little under the
cloud now, but not so mueh as Canada
Was.

Mr. COOK: Will the hon. gentle-
man explain how ho proposes to deal
with the lumber question in con-
nection with protection ?

Mr. MACKENZIE : By a bounty?
Mr: ROCHESTER said that, as far

as ho could learn, the Prohibitionists
were of the opinion that the change
proposed by the Finance Minister in
the duty on malt was injurious to the
temperance cause. From the revenue
returns, it appeared that in 1874 there
were manulactured 3,503,365 gallons
of spirits, and in 1875, 3,977,221
gallons. Of beer made from
sugar and not malt, there were
in 1874, $25,570 worth, in 1875,
$29,976 worth, and in 1876, $14,188
worth. Of beer made from malt
there was made, in the year
1874, $354,765 worth ; in 1875,
$351,386; and in 1876, $327,709 worth.
He did not wonder at such a decrease,
when there was such a heavy tax upon
mràalt. The tax wasalmostprohibitory.

Mr. ROCHESTER.

The brewery business was a lawful one
and was recognized and licenkel by the
Government, and it ought to receive
Government protection. A great deal
of the difficulty which the brewers had
to contend against was owing to the
course pursued by the deputy-head of
the Department of Inland Revenue.
That officer did all he could to harass
the .brewers, and tried to injure their
trade as much as possible. And the
brewers durst not protest against the
despotic conduet of the deputy-head,
for, if they did, they would be hurted
out of the country.

Mr. SPEAKER said the hon. gentle-
man had wandered from the question
under discussion.

Mir. ROCHESTER apologised for
having donc so. He said lastyear there
was a tax of 36 cents on a bushel of 36
lb. of malt, but now the rate was 72
cents. As the law stood at 36 cents it
was inoperative, and ho ventured to say
that there was not a maltster in the
Dominion but was liable to be fined for
violation of the law. He said this
distinctly and was prepared to prove
it. It was impossible for maltsters
to act up to the Excise Law. The Excisc
Law passed last Session was not ini
force, it being donc away with by
Orders in Council. So that hon.
gentlemen sent to the House might
just as well stop at home, so far as the
Excise Department was concerned,
and allow the deputy-head of the DX-
partment to make the laws.

Mr. SPEAKER calle:i the hon.
member to order.

Mr. ROCHESTER said ho wOuld
have been glad could the Finance'
Minister have seen his way clear to put
a little more on whiskey, instead of
increasing the duty on malt 100 per
per cent. If the Finance Minister
wished to make up this tax on nmalt,
ho could have put the difference On1
whiskey, and then there would have
been quite a margin left between the
duties in the United States and jfl

Canada-large enough to prevut
smuggling, which was really all the
Finance Minister need care for. The
Finance Minister would agree wit1i

him, and so would every hon. member
of the House, that there were consider
ably ess injurious properties in beer
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than in whiskey. Therefore it was
wrong in principle to foster the trade
in whiskey by increasing 10) per cent.
the duty on beer. The Finance Minis-
ter ought to have advised with his
friends, as A% was noither a professional
man nor a mercantile man, in order to
(liscover if the tariff which ho proposed
would be for the benefit of the country
or not.

It being Six o'clocl, the Speaker
left the chair.

After Recess.

PRI[VATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were severally
read the second time:

Bill (No. 42) To authorize the Town
of Kincardine, in the County of Bruce,
to impose and collect certain Tolls at
the Harbour in the said Town.-(Mr.
Gillies.)

Bill (No. 43) To authorize the Union
Forwarding and Railway Company to
reduce its paid up capital. - (Mr.
eurrier.)

Bill (No. 44) To amend the Act to
Incorporate the Bridge Company of
Rivière du Loup in the County of
Maskinongé.-(Mr. Boyer.)

Bill (No. 45) To incorporate the St.
Lawrence and Pacific Railway Ferry
Company.- (Mr. Jetté.)

Bill (No. 46) To incorporate the
Uniom Cable Company. - (Mr. Jetté.)

Bill (No. 48) To grant additional
Powers to the Albert RailwayCompany.

(Mr. Domville.)
Bill(No. 51) To extend the powers

of the Montreal Loan and Mortgage
Company.-(ir. Deviin.)

Bil (No. 52) Further to amend the
Act to incorporate the Canada·Mutual
Marine Insurance Company. - (Mr.
Domville.)

Bil (No. 57) To authorize the Royal
Canadian Insurance Company to reduce
its Capital Stock and for other porposes

(Mir. Jetté.)
Bill (No. 59). To amend the Act in-

corporating the Union Life and Acci-
dent Assurance Company of Canada,
A to change tbe name to the UnionAssurance Company of Canada. -(Mr.
Kirkpatrick.)

WAYS AND MEANS-CONCUR-
RENCE-THE TARIFF.

DEBATE RESUMED.

Mr. DYMOND said it would be-
rather difficult to treat with gravity
what he hoped ho might, without dis-
courtesy, call the serlio-comic perform-
ance which had engaged their atten-
tion before recess. There was, it was
truc, a tragical element in the speech
and resolution of the right hon. gen-
tieman. It was, of course, their melan-
choly duty to mourn over the depressed
manufactures and trade of this country,
but even there they had had a gleam
of satisfaction, for they were told that
as a result of the policy of the Govern-
ment, one, and that the mostdepressed,
interest would, at ali events, exper-
ience a ineasure of relief. They
were told that the Conservative party,
now in Opposition, would derive some
pleasure from the continuation of the,
miseries of all the other interests and
that they, like pawnbrokers or official
assignees, would be the happier when,
everybody else was going to be ruined.
But there was also a comic element in
the speech and resolution. In the first
place, there vas a solemn declaration
that the Government ought to enter
upon a career of retrenchment. But
from whom did that suggestion come ?
From a gentleman who, when a Minis-
ter of the Crown, managed in six years
to increase the publie expenditure from
$13,500,000 to $23,500,000 or there-
abouts ; and who added four millions,
to the publie expenditure in the last Ses-
sion during which he had any control
over the public affairs. And to whom
were these remarks addressed ? Why,
to the first Government that since Con-
federation had managed to reduce in-
stead of increasing the expenditure; a
Government which with all the added.
debt necessarily incurred, and with all
the increased expenditure that had
taken place in the North-West Terri-
tories, with all the expenditure arising
from the establishment of that great in-
stitution, the Supreme Court, was to-day
able to meet all demands made upon
it, with a sum not greater than the
right hon. gentleman required when he.
leit office three years ago. IHie would
further remark in this connection that.
the amendment emanated from a gen-
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tieman who, during the last ten days,
had been engaged from night to night
in voting the sums of money required
for ordinary expenditure, which he
now desired to seo reduced,'without, s0
far as ho (Mr. Dymond) could remem-
-ber, lifting bis voice in one single pro-
test against the want of economy of
which the hon. gentleman now com-
plained. Tho next comic point in this
:amondment and speech was the appear-
-ance of the protectionst hobby; and
from whom did that come ? Why, from
a gentleman, who in 1872, when ho
beid the reins of power, and when ho
*wished to gain a fresh lease of power,
solemnly assured the manufacturers
and the farmers of Canada that ho
was going to give them protection, but
who, so long as ho was able to give effect
to his pledges, after ho had carried the
-elections and no longer needed a cry to
-catch the ear of the country or to make
capital out of protection, never raised
his voice or said one word in that
House in favour of granting protection
-either to the manufacturer or to the
.agricultui ist. lowever, regarding the
:amendment in the light he had men-
tioned, he should be excused if ho wan-
dered away from that resolution. It
was very difficult to solve the old pro-
blem as to how many angels could sit
upon the point of a needle, and he did
not fancy that it would be any more
easy task, even for hon. gentleman on
the other side of the House to take their
etand on this poor little bantling reso-
lution. It seemed to him that not
<nly might they treat this resolution
in the spirit of badinage or jest, but
they must treat it,--and ho used the
words strictly in their parliamentary
'sentse,-as an insuit to the House and
country, seeing from whom it came.
It was not merely the peddling ques-
tion of whether two cents or more per
pound should be placed on tea or not,
that they had to discuss; and they had
mot merely wome there to settie in what
way they should administer to the
wants of the Treasury, but aiso, to what
extent they should grant their confi-
dence to the Government of the day.
Whenever,as h undoestood it,they were
asked to vote supplies and place sume
of money at the control of the Gov-
ernment, and especially when they
were asked to increase the burden of

Mr. DYMOND.

taxation, then ho ventured to say it
became more particularly thoir duty
to ask themselves whether the hon.
gentlemen who demanded this service
at their hands were deserving of their
confidence. It might not be impera-
tive upon gentlemen on the Ministerial
side ot the House to seek further in.
formation before voting these taxes, and
it was perfectly right and propor that
they should express their confidence in
the Government by doing so, because
they had never expressed any other
sentiments in this relation since these
hon. gentlemen entered the manage-
ment of public affairs; but a proposition
of this kind came with il[ grace from
the right hon. gentleman opposite.
What was this right hon. gentleman
doing? It was true he talked about tea
and beer, as he had tried to talk about
cigars and tobacco and the other items
in the list, and the reason that he did
not go further than tea or beer, was, as
lie said, that he did not know or under-
stand anything about the other inîterests
involved; but the right hon. gentleman
had also inferred, or implied, if ho had
not expressed in direct terms by his
resolution, that, if' this Govornment
would only carry out the policy he had
indicated, namely, a policy of protec-
tion to our manufactures and agricul-
tural interests, they should have bis
confidence, and as much money as they
desired. In one word dissatisfaction
was expressed, while in the next breath
general confidence was implied. And
from whom did this expression of confi-
dence come? They had the right, when-
ever leaders of parties spoke in publie,
whether in that House or on the plat-
form, at the festive board, or at a pic-niC,
to expect that, being humble fbllowers
or observers of those gentlemen, tbey
should be able to depend on their
statements and shape their course
aocordingly. The right hon. gentle-
man might not, it was true, i any-
thing he said, inspire some Of them
with great admiration or win their
confidence ; but there the gentleman
stood, to answer for his own works to
the country and ho was bound to make
good on the floor of the House the
accusations ho preferred outside of it.
The hon. gentleman was not to go to
one place and denounce the Govern-
ment as guilty of every political crnme
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that had ever been recorded even
against himself, and thon to como down
to the House and place on the table a
resolution which, i t carried,would imply
that, if only in one single particular
of their public policy the Government
would accept his counsels, thon he
would take them to his expansive
hosom, and cry: " Take my blessing,
and stay in office as long as
you please." He must trouble
the louse, at greater length than ho
desired; while he called the right hon.
gentleman into the witness-box and
ised him as a witness, to show why ho

(Mr. Dymond) could not agree that
the Government should receive the as-
sistance they asked until ho discovered
whether the charges made against
them were true or false. If true, they
mnust not grant the money asked, and, if
false, the Government were entitled at
the hands of the House to a verdict of
acquitta]. The right bon. gentleman
had first entered on the war-path several
months ago, when there was an elec-
tion in West Toronto. As the gentleman
thon returned was his (Mr. Dymond's)
representative, ho naturally felta strong
interest in the course he took in the
louse, and he had felt a molancholy

interest too in that bon. gentleman's
election. le admitted that the Op-
position had thon gained a very
unexpected victory; and on the occa-
sion of the subsequent rejoicings, the
right hon. member for Kingston had
said: "Gentlemen, you have doue an
honour to yourselves, and I may say a
personal favour to me in returning
my old and staunch friend and col-
league, Mr. John Beverley Robinson to
help me down at Ottawa to fight the
beasts at Ephesus." le was glad to
find that there were some benats
vhOse claws had been out, and whose
teeth had been drawn; and he con-
gratulated the H1ouse, in the face of
that terrible prophecy, that they were

b11)le to write over the seat of that
bon. gentleman, what an old showman
used te write over the door of one of
his cages: " This creature is perfeetlylarmiless." But there vas another

1rO1eat jubilation at Montreal soon
afterwards, when the right hon.
gentleman said :

" The People would rise in their might and
""Y to i r. Mackenzie, 'Sir, in your two

short years of (overnment, you have com-
mitted more ains of omission and commission
than were charged against John A. during
the last tweity years.'"

And later on, in his speech on that
occasion, the right honourable gentle-
man proceeded to say:

"If you look back at all the charges
brought against the Government with which
I have been connected since 1854-for twenty
years-it there had ever been such charges
o corruption or incapacity, and ot mal-admmn-
istration a inst me as have been formulated,
established and proved during these two years
against the Administration of Mr. Macken-
zie, what would you have said ?"

Now, here was a declaration as clear
as possible that, in two years, there
had been " formulated, established and
proved " against the hon. the leader of
the Government charges in excess of
any that had even been alleged against
the right hon. gentlem-n opposite.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask the hon.
gentleman to keep to the question.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said ho
thought ho was only speaking the sen-
timents of the House when he asked
that the hon. gentleman should be
allowed the greatest possible latitude
in his speech, and that hon. members
who followed might have the same
considoration shown them. It was, how-
ever, especially nocessary in the case of
the hon. member addressing the louse,
as his speech would appear in the Globe
to.morrow.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
hope that the hon. member will not
only bo allowed the utmost latitude,
but the greatest possible longitude
also.

Mr. SPEAKER said he knew that a
great deal of latitude was allowed in all
discussions on the Budget Speech, and
questions of policy, and the general
conduct of Government. If it was the
sentiment of the House that the hon.
member should proceed, ho would
allow bon. gentlemen following the
same freedom, provided they adhered
to the forms of debate.

Mr. DYMOND said ho understocd
that the question involved the placing
of additional sums of money in the
hands of the Government, and ho
thought it entiroly competent and regu-
lar fur him to show why it might be
impossible for him to vote for the



412 Vays and Jfeans.

resolution introdueed by the hon.
gentleman opposite.. If he said any-
thing ont of order, lie hoped hon.
gentlemen wouid rise and stop him,
and that Mr. Speaker would not find it
necessary to do tso. When ho was
interrupted, ho was calling atten-
tion to the fact that the Govoernment
lad been charged with committing
more sins during the first two years of
their term of offico than had ever been
alleged against their predecessors in
twenty years. Frou his observation
of what hail beei said and alleged
against the right hon. gentleman
opposite and his collagues, ho con-
fessed he could not imagine any more
shocking and terrible accusations than
in past times had been formnlated
against them. It was necessarv, for
the sake of the comnparison, to -ecall
some of the accusations made against
the late Administration. lu doing so,
ho would not go to any mean authorihy,
but would first cite an ex-Privy Coun-
cillor as to the course and conduct of
the right hon. gentleman and bis
colleagues wben in office. In a certain
pamphlet, published five years ago, the
Hon. Wm. MeDougall said, addressing
a member of the Government:

"The authority of the Dominion bas at
length been establiished over that vast region
(the North-West), and can only be endanzer-
ed by treason or incapacity at Ottawa. The
latter we know reigns supreme in every de-
partment; the former is more than suspected
in yours. When I use the word ' treason,'
I desire that you will understand it in its
widest sense. Treason, not to the lawful
Sovereign of this Dominion only, but treason
to the people et Canada; treason to the inter-
ests, civil and religious, of the people of the
North-West; treason to hunan progress,
freedom and civilization in every Province of
the Dominion."

This gentleman, frosh fron the Privy
Council himself, charged the rigbt bon.
gentleman with treason. Now, he
(Mr. Dymond) did not know of any
charge as serions as that one having
been formulated, whatever might have
been alleged, against the present Ad-
ministration. What was the next
charge ?

" Before leaving Ottawa," wrote Mr. Mao-
dougall, "I took the precaution to obtain
copies of all the despatches, draft agree-
ment sand other documents relating to the
North-West, whieb, I have since found, was
a wise precaution. I knew by exper.eace

Mr. DyoNv.

thit it would be unsafe to rely poi official
promptitude or perspicacity at Ottawa ; or
to assume that the proper Minister would be
found at the Capital in any emergency that
imight happen. And I knew-what this case
lias conclisively establirshed-that you and
the majority 'of vour colleagues would not
besitate t> garble or suppress important
State papers. even when demanded by Parlia-
ment, if their production was likely to expose
or embarrass the Government."

There was the direct charge that
the hon. gentlemen opposite were
actually capable of suppressing or
garbting important State papers, the
production of which was likely to em-
barrass the Governnent. It was
hardly necessary to remind the House
of a further charge that "$9,0,OOO
were thrown into the sea," as the
pamphlet read, "at the instance of
Quebec and Mr. Mitchell."

Mr. MITCHELL: 1 would simply
say, do not sparo Mr. Mitchell, and I
will cali the Governmtent to my sup-
port in reference t that question

promptly.
Mr. DYMOND said ho was not

making those allegations himself, but
on the authority of a gentleman who,
above all other men, ought to have
known whether ho was stating the
truth or not. On a memorable occa-
sion, the 2nd April, 1873, the hon. gen-
tleman who now filled the position Or
Postmaster General, fbrmulated a ser-
ions charge against the late Governi-
ment. On the second of April, 1873,
the hon. Mr. H{untington moved as
follows:

Tlat in anticipation of the legislationi o
last Sesion as to the Pacifie Railway, ai
agreement wasa made between Sir Hugh
Allan, acting for himîself and certain other
Canadian promoters, and G. W MeMullen,
acting for certain Uuited States capitalists,
whereby the latter agreed to furnisih all the
funds necessary lor the construction of tLX
contemplated Railway, and to give th
former a certain perceqtage of interest 1

consideration of their interest and position,
the schene agreed on being, ostensibv, that
of a Canadian Company, with Sir Hughi
Allan at its bead; that the (Government
were aware that negotiations were pending
between these parties; that sibsequentlY an
understanding was cone to between tle
Governnent and Sir Hugh .Allan and Mr.
Abbott, M.P., that Sir High Allan and hl"
friends should advancea large sum of mo "ey
for the purpose of aiding the electiOnS of M"
isters and their supporters a the ensuit',
general election, and that he and lu7
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fi-jerids slould receive the contract tor the
construction of the Railway ; that accord-
ingly Sir Hugh Allan did advance a large
sumof noney for the purpose imentioned,
and at the solicitation, and under the press-
irg ingtances of Ministers, &c."

Reading the plain and simple state-
ment embodied in that résolution, and
rerembering the confessions ultimate-
y extorted from the right hon. gentle-

man and his colleagues, ho would like
to ask whether anything had been even
-formulated," not to say " estab'ishcd
and proved," against the present Ad-
ministration of one-tenth the crirniina-
lity for which the bite Government
were herein indicted. Resuming the
examnation of the right hon. gentle-
maîn, he now came to one of his charges
4f a more general nature. Alleging
the general neglect of public business
by the present Ministers, the righ t hon.
gentiemansî said:

" Gentlemen, the roar of discontent is
încreasinig In volune, and increasing in
intensity; it is complained that the business
of the country is neglected, and it is no use
to go to Ottawa on public business, for one
Miniter is attending to his farm, and another
to his new wife, and another is naking
speeches here and a third is makingspeecies
there; and the business of the countrv is
neglected and rio business is done at all."

If this were truc, then how could the
righlit hon. gentleinanl allow the Gov-
crn nient to shape the fiscal policy of
the country ; if it were làlse, how could
lie dare to preseit a policy of his own
for the adoption of the House ? But
fie would come to another charge.
The right hon. gentleman, in the
'ome sIpeech, said:-

'This Goverrnment have introduced the
'ystemîî of pensioaing in the nost obnoxious

way • * It is highly improper, as
under the present systen, to superannuate
able-bodied men, mîerely to make vacancies
lor a throng of office-seekers, depriving the
country of the services of efficient inen, very
Probably replaced by inferior persons, beaides
the loss of two-thirds of hie salary."

Mr. BUNSTEl rose to a point of
o'der. Mr. Speaker ruled the other
day that no hon. gentleman should
read his speech.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. momber
has a. :ight to road extracts, and vory
copious extracts.

Mr. DYMOND:" I am reading frbm
the speech of the right hon. member of

whon the hon. member for Vancouver
is a follower, and Iam sure an admirer.

Mr. BUNSTER: That is a gratuitous
assumption of the hon. member fir
North York.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order.
Mr. DYMOND said he would next

come to an accusation of a still more
definite eharacter. Speaking of a
certain Senator, the President of a
leading bank, the right hon. gentlemfian
made use ot the tollowing language,
which if true, ought certainly not to be
passed over unnoticed.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
know a bank."

Mr. DYMOND sail he hoped the
right hon. gentleman did know a bank.
The other day lie heard a storv ofa
gentleman who was asked in which of
the several banks he had most confi-
dence. The answer was that "he d'd
not know much about the banks, but
lie did know that he had more confidence
in any one of them than they all put
together had in him."

Several HON. MENHBERS: Explain.
Mr. DYMOND rewl the following

from the speech of the right hon.
member for Kingston:-

[Mr. Simpson] "nay not have spent
his own noney, but he has a bank, and lie
spent the bank's mnoney, and, gentlemen,
vou see the bank has got its reward. * * •
The result proves that' ho lias been reward-
ed. * * * Gentlemen, in order to
be sustained by certain banks, the Govern-
ment promised to inake certain deposits in
certain banks; and it did make these deposits,
large deposits, for the banks were onliged to
reooup themselves for the amîount spent in
elections."

The House knew that not only had
Senator Simpson purged himself of
that accusation on his oath, but, more
than that, although the right hon.
gentleman had been sitting in the
liouse nearly two whole Sessions
since the accusation was made, he had
not dared to formulate any resolution
in the House on the matter. The
next occasion upon which the right
hon. gentleman came ont as an accuser
was at the village of Cooksville, in
the county of Peel, when he said:

"They (Mr. Mackenzie's Government)
came in with an affectation of purity; yet-it
would be found that there was not a eingle
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act of theirs which was not liable to be
ntnputed with dishonesly. There had not
been a single measure that was directed
straightforwardly to the public service but
there was always some idea of lelping a
friend, or bribing a foe."

Mr. TUPPER: Hear, hear.

Mr. DYMOND said possibly the
hon. member for Cumberland thought
this was the natural course for a
Government to pursue, and that it was
highly patriotie. He believed the hon.
member had stated on one occasion
that the Pacifie scandal had been origi-
nated in the most patriotie motives.
He (Mr. Dymond) was not charging
hon. gentlemen with dishonesty or
insincerity, or with having no faith in
their own accusations, but he charged
thom with wanting the moral courage
to come down to the floor of the House
anI formulate the aceusations, where
at least they might bo fhirIly tried. He
was inclined to think that the next
occasion when the right hou. gentle-
man spoke was at Cookstown, in the
county of Simeoe. On that occasion
ho said S

" The moment the preseut Governnient
came in, there was a rush from east, west,
north and south of hungry applicants for
office • • * and Mr. Mackenzie was
obliged to yield to satisfy these long-expec-
tant office-seekers by appointing them when
they were not ne ded, and he turned out
nany a man who was just as fit for hie duty

the day lie was turned out as he was the day
le went into the office; and gave him a
superannuation allowance, in order that one
of his (Mr. Mackenzie's) political friends
might be provided for."

He asked, where was the resolution
embodying that assertion. Was it on
a mere motion for papers, -was it on
more accusations flung across the
louse, was it on more stump orations

that charges of this kind were to be
made aganst the Government of the
country ? At this very ame pic-nie
at Cookstown the hon. gentleman waa
even more livtely than usual. He was
in the good Conservative county of
Simcoe, where ho shed a tear over the
retirement from public life of his old
lriend, Mr. Thomas Ferguson, and
where he congratulated the electors on
the Way in which the " beast xt
Ephesus " were fought by the hon.
gentleman who now represented them.
Te right bon. gentleman said on that

Mr. DruOn..

ocasion, in aidition to what had been
already quoted:

" Let any Conservative try te get a con
tract, let any Conservative apply for an
office and they would not get it. T te latter he
did not object to because be did not appoint
his political enemies (o office, and lie did rnot
expect Mr. Mackenzie would do o e ther.
But when there was public mnoney to be
expended on public works to be erected, it
was the duty of the Governient to see that
the most efficient contractor should be got.
and at the lowest price. They would see, if
they looked at tbe recorde of the contracts
that had been given by the present Govera-
ient for the last three years, that the priî-
ciple, which was not only a principle oi
honour and econony, but a principle of the
law' of our land, that the contract should be
given to the lowest tenderer who gave the
proper security, had been broken systeiati-
cally and continuously. It was a principle of
the present Governiment to make the first
question of the Boar I of Works concerning a
contractor, ' How did le vote at the last elc-
tion ?' A nian miglt offer to build miles of
railway or portions of a canal at half price,
and by sone hocrapocus lie wias found out to
be a Conservative although he was the lowes
tenderer. Mr. Mackenzie, the head ofthe Gov-
crntment, would tell Mr. Mackenzie, the head
of the Public Works, that the contract must
not be given to that inan, but to another
who was true te the cause."

There was a distinct aectustion that
this iwas not only the p >licy of the
Department, but of the Fiirst, Minister
hirnself; not nierly of te MIinister of
Public Works, but of the 1'remier of
Canada ; the gentleman at the head of
this Governmnent, whom the hon gen-
tlenen opposite were villing to trust
with power, Session after Session, if
the Governiment woild only ro-adjust
the tariff in the interest of the ianu-
fhctu rers and agriculturisis. Once
more, was this accusation true, or was
iL fase ? If true, the (Governrnent
ouîght not to he trusted another bour,
and the hon. gendeman vas insulting
their common sense when he brought
down a propoeition which either im-
plied or inferred confidence ; but,
whether the accusation were true O
false, it was unworthy of the right
hon. gentleman that ho should make
such charges out of the House, and yet
make no al tempt to Nub.stanitiate then
in hie #eat. A thance IisStatement
might, itwas true, have been mmie at
random. At thes. pie-nicA poople-
were apt to be a lie wild, and the
right hon. gentleuin was, nu do-ibt
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mauch elated by the reception he met
with on many occasions. The right
hon. gentleman was a curiosity in
Western Canada. It was not his
favourite hunting ground, and it was
said that, if it were not for the Grits
who went to hear him, ho would not
have been nearly so well attended. But
from Cookstown the hon. member for
Kingston went toNorfolk and reaffirm-
ed his statemente. He said:

" I shall say then in Parliament as I do
i -w, that the Palen contract at Ottawa, the
distributing warehouse contract at Montreal,
the Denison, Belden & Co. contract on the
Welland canal, and the steel rails operation
fully jtistify my statenents."

Several lHON. MEMBERS: Hear,
hear.

Mr. DYMOND said ho was glad to
heur so many hon. gentlemen on the
other side say "l ear." It lookod as
if hon, gentlemen were waking up to a
sense of their duty, and he hoped they
would not have occasion to be ashamed
of their leader, or go back on him as
the Conservatives of Ontario had re-
cently been reported to have done on
their chief Hon. members opposite
had great contidence in the right hon.
gentleman, and they no doubt believed
the time had come when ho should
make good his asseverations. He had
one more charge to read before ho sat
down.

Several HON. MEMBERS : Don't
sit down.

Mr. DYMOND said the charge he
was going to read referred to a gentle-
man who was for many years a fol-
lower of the right bon. gentleman, but
now a Minister of the Crown and a
member of another branch of the Le-
gislature--Mr. Scott. At Fergus, the
night hon. gentleman lad said Mr.
Scott had " sold himself like a beast in
the market," and referring to this
same matter at Simeoe, the right hon.
gentleman said:

"«It is said that I reviled Mr. Richard Soft
"d stated that he had been bought. That i.
aery grae charge, gentluen, but it is a

If that was said seriously, let them
dieen8s it gravely; if it was true, let
therm deal with it as it deserved. The
extracts he had read were taken fromthe right hon. gentleman's own organ,

with a view to their accuracy. Tne,
position he (Mr. Dymond) took was
that the right lion. inember should
prove his sincerity by formulating the
same charges in the House that ho-
had made throughout the country.
This would be the only fair and
straightforward course to take in re-
gard to the question before the House.
He did not believe there was a single
honourable mnan in the country w'ho
viewed with satisfaenton the course
the hon. gentleman was taking. There
was not a single man who was proud
of Canada and of her statesmen who-
approved of the hon. gentleman's.
silence now as compared with his.
freedoni of speech outside the House.

Mr. BUNSTER said he hoped ho
would not detain the House by such
an harangue as the hon. gentleman
had just delivered. It appeared to
him that the hon. gentleman from
North York had not sufficient brains
to deliver a speech of his own, and ho
was obliged therefore to quote from
hon. gentlemen who had brains. Com-
ing more to the subject under discus-
sion, ho would say that Canadian
barley had a very high reputation in
the United States of America, and
every Canadian felt proud of it.
Brewers covetod Canadian barley in
order to make a good article of ale. It
would seem as if the Finance Minister
begrudged the poor lone widow her
cup of tea. When ho came to the
House there was a free breakfast
table, but now, thanks to the present
Government, the import tax was five
cents a poand. He did not think it
creditable that the necessaries of life
should be taxed in this way, when the
luxuries were allowed to go free.
This was owing to the fact that work-
ingmen lad no voice in making the
laws, and the rich men were bound to
take care of their own luxuries. The
hon. gentleman who had last spoken
made a personal allusion te him, and
said ho was a slavish supporter of the
right hon. member for mngst5n.

Mr. DYMOND : Not a slav'sh sup-
porter.

Kr. BUNSTER said the hon. gentle-
man would protect his own language,
if ho had any of hie own. In comng
to that House, his (Mr. Bunster'o>
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determination was to support that
party which would build the Canadian
PacificRailway and would make aUnion
of the Dominion, as they would per-
ceive on reference to Morgan's " Parlia-
mentary Companion." That was the
party he wanted to follow, no matter
who the leader might be; as long as
that leader had the necessary brains to
carry out the work, he would follow
him. He was not going to support that
man who went to England and said
that British Columbia was not a fit
country for a white man to live in. He
utterly scouted such an idea, and
claimed that British Columbia had a
more genial climate than, and as
hospitable a people as, any Province in
the Dominion. British Columbia
joined the Union for the Iuposei of
securing the Pacitie Railway. British
Columbia did not expect to build the
railroad lierself, but thought that
Canada, with the assistance of British
gold, would be able to do so. It was
hoped yet that Canada had sufficient
honesty and integrity to build the road,
and thus carry out her bargain with
British Columbia. Whoever wanted to
sec Canada rise to be a great nation
might well look to our neighbours for
an example, who carried on the con-
struction of their Pacifie Railway
during the war, and built it in fiveyears.
With reference to the tariff, it must ever
be remembered that beer was the
national 13 iiish beverage. le was
sorry to see the hon. member for North
York throwing ridicule upon his own
country's beverage. low did be know
but hc was suckled on it as an infant ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : I
sugest thatthe lion. member lias made
-a istake. It is generally at the end
oflife rather than at the beginning t hat
mon wanit their bier.

M1r. BUNSTER said the lion. mei-
ber for North York iad chosenl to
taunt the right hon. inember for
Kingston with not affording protection
when ho was in power; but he (Mr.
Bunster) nust truly Say that lie had
found mueh more protection to the in-
dîistrics of this country during the
réqime of the right hon. member than
he did now. Very few members of
the louse uniderstood the American
Schome - of protection. Whon an

Mr. BuNSTR.

American exported anything upon the
importation of which a duty was
placed, be it evor so small, he imne
diately went to the Customs officers
and got his drawback. Probably, if
British Columbia had known that her
industries would have been unproteet.
cd, and that the Pacifie Railwav would
iot have been built according to agree-

.ment, she would not have been so
ready to join this grand Confederacy.
The sooner their industries were pro-
teeted, and the railway built, the better.
It was not right to allow articles to
come in from our neighbours free,
while our local manufactures were
taxed. The brewer had to pay a tax
on malt to the Governmert, whieh was
twice as much as the price of barley in
Ontario; and this, too, when the malt
was in supply the national British
beverage. Besides the tax on malt,
the brdwers had to pay a icense of
$350 a year, and keep up an expensive
establishment. The hon. member 'or
North York said that the right bon.
member for Kingston would not have
spokcn about Mr. Scott if he was
present; but the hon member for
North York would not have spoken of
the lion. William Macdougall if that
gentleman were in the House, for he
would find him more than a match for
him, cither in the House or outside of
it. He (Mr. Bunster) would ask ail
hon .gentlemen on the other side not
to give the Government a slavish sup-
port on this question, but to give an
independent vote, and attemptto revive
the drooping industries of the country.
He was surprised that the Govern-
ment still refused to aid the crippled
industries of the country, but prt-
posed the most extraordinary tarin

policy ever thought of. Whether it
was intended to include the new inalt
tax or not ho d id not know, but he knîew
that the manufacture of malt, ale and
porter was an industry of a very
important nature, seeing that the duty
on those articles furnished a very
considerable proportion.of the xevenu®
of this country. The Finance Min-
ister, to his utter astonishment, had
said i.n his Budget Speech-that he Pro
posed to put one cent per pound more
on malt, making the duty two cent$"
pound-just double what the farmer
got for his barley, thereby mjnuring
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the farmer. He questioned if there
were one-fourth of the nembers of
his House, outside of the Government,
that knew what that announcement
meant, or if thero was half that num-
Ler who cared to enquire. He pro-
posed, therciore, to give this House
,omie information as shortly as pos-
sible as to what it really did mean. It
neant one dollar per barrel additional
duty on ale and porter. The present
tax was one dollar per barrel, which
the present Finance Minister proposed
to double; besides which, brewers of
an average annually of eight hundred
barrels had also to pay a license equal
to fifty cents per barre], viz., $250 for a
malt license and $100 for a brewer's
license to the Dominion Government
for the privilege of manutacturing;
and a Provincial license of $150 for
selling when made. These exactions
when added together made two dol-
lars and a half per barrel on strong
ale and porter-a tax that exeeeded
that of any country in the world.
The United States, with a debt of two
thousand millions of dollars, created
by the late war, only levied one dollar
pcr barrel on ale and' porter, and
England, with ber enormous public
eht, caused by two hundred years of

orýeign wars, levied not more than
hialf the tax ofCanada, where there had
been no war but the Fenian invasion.
Another fact that should not be lost
sight of was that in England an im-
mense quantity of mild table beer
w'as made out of the same malt after
the strong ale was taken out, which
assisted to pay the duty. That, how-
e'Ver, in this country could not be sold
't ali. He found, by the Inland
l'evenue returns for the fiscal year
enlding June 30, 1876, pages 26 and 27,that there had been a great falling

1 on malt and malt liquor. Foir
the fiscal year, ending June 3rd,1875, the malt liquor Excise dutiesmîaounted to 829,976.56; and for the

iseal year ending June 30th, 1876, to'14,188.28, showing a decrease of$15 788.28. For the fiscal year ending
JunIe 30th, 1875, the malt duties
lnmounted to $351,389.82; for the fiscalYear ending June 30th, 1876, to

$326709.47 showing a decrease of
recei6.35> Whilo on spirits, the
rcciPt8 hlad increased. by $122,671.96.

27

The deficiency on malt in round num-
bers was $40,000, and represented four
million pounds of malt, or nearly five
and a half million pounds of barley.
Yet in the face of this, the Finance
Minister thought it expedient to ham-
per this industry still more. It seemed
to him a strange policy to increase the
tax to such an enormous extent on
productions that were languishing, as
was plainly shown by the above
returns, while spirits, that could bear
an additional amount without suffering,
were allowed to remain as before.
le had noticed that, when they entered
a bar-room for a drink, the bar-keeper
generally placed down a decanter or
bottle of whiskey before them, and
said: "Which will you have, rye or
proof?" But ho had often stopped
them by asking for a glass of ale. He
mentioned this to show that the bar-
keeper knew there were far more
profits to him in serving his customers
with a glass of whiskey than with a
good glass of ale. Even if this was
not sufficient to show the unwise policy
of such a course, the fact that ale, beer
and porter, brewed entirely from malt,
were perishable in their nature, so that
brewers lost heavily every year by the
souring and utter destruction of their
manufactures, on which they have paid
duty, whilst spirits improved by keep-
ing, and there was no loss entailed by
having to hold them over, ought, in
the opinion of reasonable people, to
induce a more liberal policy in dealing
with the article of malt. He again
asked every independent member of
this House to think of the great injus-
tice he vas doing the farmer and a
large majority of his constituency,
both in town and country, if this tax
should become law. It was also
strange that every increase was always
made by Order in Council, and not by
the representatives of the people, as it
ought to be. He hoped the proposal
would not carry, for, if it did, it would
bring ruin on many, to the great dis-
advantage of this country, and to the
iujury otf the Government for forcing
such an obnoxious law on the people of
this country.

Mr. McCALLUM said the hon.
member for North York had said that
this was the first Government which
had ever eut down the expenses of the
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country. He did not think this was
the case. If the Government wanted
to practice economy, that was surely
the time, when the Finance Minister
had come down in bis Budget Speech
and tried to show that there were
$3,000,000 of a deficit. Yet what were
the facts ? The expenditure in connec-
tion with the dif'erent Departments
had been increased under the present
Administration. He would lay belre
the House the returns of the Depart-
ments for the years 1872-73 and 1875-
76. They showed the following results:

1872-3.
Gov.-Gen's. Oflice .. $ 7,861
Privy Conncil...... 16,789
Justice ..... .... 13,406
Militia ......... 33,840
Secretary of State... 28,916
Sec. State,Provinces. 22,055
Receiver-General... 21,565
Finance ........... 42,506
Customs ..... ...... 27,636
Inland Revenue.... 21,038
Public Works..... . 43,184
Post Office......... 63,552
Agriculture, kc.... 26,960
Marine & Fisheries.. 22,644
TreasuryBoard..... 3,050
Queen's Printer.... 3,810

1875-6. Incrense.
$3,120
3,946
9,577

10,237
5,511

26,008
6,880

11,663
8,107

10,527
13,756
28,898
8,695

10,145
400
465

$10,971
20,732
22,983
44,077
34,427
48,063
28,445
54,199
35,743
31,565
56,940
92,460
35,655
32,789
3,450
4,275

The Departmental contingencies
showed an increase of 815,785, making
the total increase of $173,848. Such
were acts of the -Administration who
were eulogised by the ho. inember for
North York ; it was unfortunate the
hon. member praised then on that
ground, and appealed to the people to
support the Government because it was
an economical one. lie would not deal
with the tea question further than to
say that, if there was no other ground
on which to condemn the Government,
their action on that matter was suffi-
cient, for it compelled the poor man
to pay as mach on his low-class tens as
did the rich man on the superior
qualities. When the present Govern-
ment entered office, it was heralded
from Halifax to the Pacific Ocean that
they would govern the country with
energy and economy. Let the people
judge as to whether they had carried
out their pledges. He could excuse
the Government if they f'ound
themselves unable to reduce the
expenditure, because it was dtitfi-
cuit for them to keci, down
outside expenses. But when', in 1874,
the Finance Minister announced that

Mr. MCCALLiXM.

additional taxation was necessary, that
was the time when the Gover-nînenit
should have set their house in order.
But they had not done so, and the
Finance Minister now found there was a
deficit. The hon. gentleman proposed
to raise the requisite amount by going
toEurope and floating another loan.
but he questioned very much whethe-
the hon. gentleman would be able ta
borrow money on as advantageous
terns as last vear. ] t was to be re-
gretted that out of the whole list of
imports there was no article on whicih
they could place an additional tax,
except tea--not a single article marin-
factured in, the country by which pro-
tection might have been given to the
manufactures abd agricultural pro-
ducts. The Government caine down
to taking the additional taxation
required out of the teapot, and
taxing the poor man's beer. The
Finance Minister had not even told
the House how much ho expected to
derive from that source, an estimate
which vas necessary in order that they
might judge the probable financial
position of the country twelve months
hence. He would have pleasure in
supporting the resolution of the hon.
member for Kingston if for no other
reason than that the Finance Minister
had told the House he had nothing to
do with the prosperity of the country
in advising the Crown,-that they were
only flies on the wheel,besides the other
sins of omission and commission of tle
hon. gentlemen opposite.

Mr. McCARTHY said he rose to
address the House not upon the pril
ciples of froc trade or protection.
which ho thought might more proper'y
come up at a later stage in the Sessioli,
when they might be treated, as would
probably be the case, more upon their'
merits than they could be on this OCea-
sion, when they should confine themf-
selves to sone extent, at ail ovents il,
his opinion, to the conduct of the
Administration of the day. Hie did
not pretend to answer the observlations
which had fallen from the hon. gentle-
man from North York. He was not
going to say that this hon. gentlemn
had done wrong in introducing thoso
extracts from the papers which ho htd
read to the House, bocause, wjth the
generùl consent of both sides of the
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flouse thathon. gentleman was encou-
raged to go on and detail the old and
stale slanders of which they had heard
so much. The hon. member from
North York ventured in bis place
in the House to cast defiance
at and challenge the hon. members
sitting on that side of the House
to formulate charges against the Gov-
ernument, but he could tell that hon.
gentleman that perhaps it was botter
to foimulate charges, even on the
stump, than from behind the editorial
"we" of a public newspaper, and if
that gentleman would only formulate
the charges which he believed he (Mr.
Dymond) had made in that way, then
he would be in a position to turn round
and lecture on this head the gentlemen
who sat on the Opposition benches.
Hlowever, this was a small matter,
and perhaps that hon. gentleman's
speech had botter be lcft unnoticed,
because surely this great couutry was
not going to send gentlemen to
its,egislative halls to have matters such
as the hon. gentleman had referred to
discussed. Surely the people of this
country expected that questions with
regard to the tariff and t rade of the Do-
minion would be debated upon their
merits, and not in the manner exhibited
by the hon. member for North York,
by retailing slanders and by recrimi-
nations cast from one side against the
other. Surely it was proper that they
should deal with these questions on
their merits, and this he would endea-
vour to do in making the few observa-
tions he proposed to present to the
Hlouse. le agreed, as all must do,
with the Finance Minister in the state-
ment that hon. gentleman had made
when introducing bis Budget-that it
'vas a inatter for extreme regret, that
hore, in the tenth vear of the history of
the Dominion, hi had to come down
and announce a deficit of such an enor-
mous proportion as ho then mentioned;
and this inatter required at
the hands of the reprosentatives
of thc people of this country
he most serious considoration. After
ni\ ton years of existence, and after

cight Or nine years of prosperity, the
Finance Minister came down and in-f1rmled them that one tenth or our
Irevnue was gone, and announced to
the people of Canada that they

27j

were no longer able under his
Administration to obtain such a
revenue as would meet the ordinary
expenditure of the country. In the
sentiment of regret, with which this
information was accompanied, they
must all concur; they must all feel
that, in view of the great number of
gigantic works to which this country
stood pledged, anything which was
calculated to affect our credit and our
standing was a calamity; and under
these eircumstancesas had been observ-
ed by an hon. gentlemnan, that the next
time that the Minister of Finance went
upon the London money market, he
would not be able to present there the
statement which ho had made two
years ago, and show that Canada had
always a revenue not only sufficient to
meet her expenditure, but also a sur-
plus, out of which she was able to con-
struct largo public works and reduce
her publie debt. On the next occasion
that the hon. gentleman went to Lon-
don, making, unfortunately for the
country, another of his annual trips in
order to borrow money, he would
have to tell the brokers and monieved
men that the position of Canada was
now reversed; and that she to-day
occupied a position similar to that of a
bankrupt. This was a subject for deep
regret ; and a subject which should
attract the attention of the whole House
as beyond doubt it attracted the at-
tention of the people of this country.
Who was responsible for this statu of
things and for that deficit ? The Fin-
ance Minister treated this grave matter
in a light jaunty style, as if it did not
call fbr any serious consideration, and
z s if this was no matter for concern.
The hon. gentleman, it was true, had
stated -but bis tone almost belied his
words-that it was a mnatter for regret;
but, if there was any person re.sponsi-
ble more than another for this condi-
tion of things, it was the Finance
Minister, and he thought that he would
bc able to show that this hon. gentle-
mait was doubly responsible in this
case, because lie had led the couintry
blindly, or else foolishly, into the
position ii which we to-day otund
ourselves. Who had prophe.e ,
who had foretold the depre'i n
which wa- going to come unon
the people of Canada ? Who,
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several years ago, predicted that the
period ofinflation was goDe by, and that
a period of depression and inaction had
arrived, if it was not the Finance
Minister ? And yet, although this was
so, he thought ho would be able to show
to the House. with the aid of figures and
details, which he trusted hon. members
on both sides of the House would agree
with him were not unfairly taken, that,
notwithstanding that statement of the
hon. gentleman, and notwithstanding
that foreknowledge -if ho might so
speak-of which the hon. gentleman
seened to boast touching this subject.
he had increased, and the Government
ofwhich he was a member had increas-
ed the expenditure, until it had resulted
in the deficit which the hon. gen-
tleman had communicated to the
House this Session. He would
not haggle with hon. gentlemen
opposite, and he would not dispute the
accuracy of the statement that the late
Administration were to some extent
responsible for the expenditures for the
vears 1873 and 1874. Hlewas aware that
hon.gentlemen on the Opposition side of
the House were to some extent respon-
sible in this regard, as ho knew that the
Estimates upon which the expenditures
for these years were based had been
prepared by the late Government. He
had, on more than one occasion during
the present Session, heard the observa-
tions which had fallen from the mem-
ber for North York that evening; and
he hai heard hon. gentlemen on the
Opposition side of the House taunted
with having raised the expenditure
from thirteen to twenty-three millions
during the space of six or seven years.
He could quite understand the motive
for these declarations if the hon. gentle-
men who made them were not address-
ing the intelligent representatives of
an intelligent people; but he was
hardly able to understand it in view of
the statement made by the Finance
Minister in one of bis Budget speeches.
He thought that these hon. gentlemen
should be more candid, and that they
should not impose, or endeavour to
impose, on the credulity of the mem-
bers of the House by levelling such
taunts at the late Administration, and
by making such allegations. In his
-Budget speesh for 1875, the Finance
Minister had thus aceounted for the I

Mr. McCaBm.

increase of expenditure in connection
with the year 1873--t. He charged to
the payment of the Public Debt, $500,.
000 ; to Prince Edward Island, increased
charges, $600,000; to subsidies to New
Brunswick ani the increase of the
debt of the old Province of Canada
$850,000 ; to the railroad system of the
Dominion, $900,000 ; to statutory in-
crease of indemnity to hon. members
of this House, $400,000 ; to Election
expenses, $200,000; to the North-
West Mounted Police, $200,000;
to Indians, $100,000; to the Post
Office, $300,000; and to miscellaneous
expenditure, $200,000, making a total
of $4,250,000. There was not an hon.
gentleman present who was not as well
acquainted with these facts as was the
hon. member for -North York, and
yet that hon. member had ventured to
cast across the taunt that they who sat
on the opposite side of the House to
that of the hon. gentleman were
responsible for that increase in the
expenditure of this country. But, if per-
mitted to give the figures, ho believed
ho could prove that what he had stated
was correct. Assuming, for the sake
of argument, that the expenditure for
1873-4 was attributable to the hon. gen-
tlemen on his side of the House, and
comparing it with the expenditure for
the year 1874-5, and more espe-
cially for the year 1875-6, with
the aid of the Public Accounts,
which had just been brought down
by the hon. gentlemen opposite,
the party of retrenchment, and econ-
omy-gentlemen who from Dan to
Beersheba,had blazoned forth that their
great policy was retrenchment, and
that the gentlemen sitting on his side
of the House were capable of nothing
but extravagance and corruption,-he
would establish that these hon. gentle-
men had increased the public expendi-
ture to the tune of $600,000 within the
past two years; and, if ho could do
this, then ho thought it but fair-and
he did not desire to do it unless it cou!d
be accomplished fairly-that they
should hear no more of the extrava-
gance with which hon. gentlemen who
sat on his side of the House were so
frequentlyreproached. In makifng the
calculatior, in order to be perfectlî
just, he put out of view altogether the
Public Debt and charges connected with
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this debt, such as the sinking fand and
charges of management; these were
charges, which he deemed to be
not in the power of either party sit-
ting on the Treasury benches to re-
duce or increase; and placing these on
one side, ho found that, in 1873-4, the
expenditure of this eountry for ordin-
ary purposes, and for charges on the
revenue, amounted to $13,060,518; and
that the similar expenditure for the
year 1875-$ amounted to $13,365,812,
or $30.5,000 more than for the year
1873-4. But this was not all, though
it was bad enough. It was bad enough
that gentlemen who entered office,
pledged to economy, and who werc in
possession of the confidence ofthe peo-
ple of this country because they had
pledged themselves to retrenchment,
should have, in the space of two short
years, increased the burdens of the
people with regard to ordinary expendi-
ture and charges on revenue, $305,000;
but he would also show that this sum
was doubled when exceptional itenms,
as ought to be donc, were taken
from both sides of the account.
These exceptional items were: Elec-
tion expenses, $153,163; Additional
Session for the fall of 1873, $106,178;
additional Census charges, $29,368;
expenditure on Public Works, charge-
able to capital, $345,181; Dominion
Lands, $70,322; North-West Terri-
tories, $12,262; Ontario Boundary
Survey, $2,430; Military Stores,
$144,906 ; and Customs refunds,
$69,330, thus making altogether
$933,041.83 to be deducted as excep-
tional items from the thirteen millions
which, as ho had already stated, -were
chargeable for ordinary expenditure,
and collection of revenue during the
year 1873-4. On the other side there
were also exceptional items, and he
would not be dealing faiily with the
HIouse if lie did not mention them,
and if hon. gentlemen examined the
Publie Accounts, they would see that
he stated the figures correctly. These
items were: Public Works, charge-
able to income, $122,940 - Indian
grants, $130,356 ; Mounteil Police
and Militia, $44,820.50 ; Boundary
Survey, $54,811.58 ; Manitoba Settlers'
Relief Fund, $83.405.58 ; Weights and
Measirs, $99,785, and Philadelphia
Exhibition, amountng in ail to

$600,326.95, which ought in fairness
to be deducted from the expenditure
for the year 1875.6, and, deducting the
bulk sums he had thus instanced, he
found that the ordinary expenditure
and charges on revenue, apart froin
those exceptional items, were increased
during these two years by the sum of
$638,201, If this was a fair statement
-and he defied it to be centradicted,
as ho defied any hon. gentleman to
show that it was unfair-then what
vas the result ? The result was this :

That the Finance Minister and the
Government of which that hon. gentle-
man was a member, had increased
the expenditure during the two
years they had been in office by over
$600,000, and partly owing to this
was attributable the fact of the deficit
which had this Session been announced
to the House and to the country. H1e
would like to know who w'as responsible
for this deficit if not the Finance
Minister, who was charged with the
management of our financial affairs?
Was it not an injury and a great injury
'to the people of this country, that a
deficit should exist; and were not these
hon. gentlemen responsible for it; and
should they not, as ordinary prudent
men of business would have donc,
foreseen what would be the result unless
some change was made in the tariff?
He would quote from what the Finance
Minister had said in his speech on the
tariff :-" I would beg to observe, that,
on looking over the importations ot
the United States during the past
sixty or seventy years, it w-ill be found
as a rule, that any rapid period of
expansion must be invariably fol-
lowed by a long periDd of com-
parative inaction ;" and lie went
on to refer to the period betveen 1832
and 1836 as a period of expansion
which was followed by fifteen years of
depression. so much so that the reveni-
ue of the United States did not reaci,
from the year 1836 until 1851, the
figures which were shown for the first
mentioned of these years. And yet,
knowing all this, and knowing still
more-because the hon. gentleman had
in his possession at that time the re-
turns from the Customs for seven
months of the year-he,two Sessions ago
came down to the louse, announced as
his estimate that there would be re-
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ceived from the Customs a larger sum
than had ever before been obtained,
$15,500,000. These were his own figures,
and these were his own Estimates, al-
though receipts for the preceding year
had barely exceeded$15,000,000. Aware
that a period of inaction was prevailing,
and having the necessary information in
bis possession showing it to be so, the Pi-
nance Minister came down to the House
and estimated that the receipts would be
$15,500,000 as would be found in page
162 of Kansard for the year 1875. As
regarded the estimated receipts for
1875-76, le had shown that these false
expectations were built upon the prin-
cipal item in which the deficiency had
taken place, the Customs returns, and
therefore he need not refer to the other
items of estimated revenue; and it had
been announced in the speech of His
Excellency the Governor-General on
the opening of Parliament, so far back
as 1874, that a period of depression
was hanging over the people of this
country; and in 1875, with the know-
ledge which the Finance Minister had
shown he possessed-that this depres-,
sion would not likely disappear for
sonie time after the period of expan-
sion with which wehad been favoured-
he came to the flouse and deliberately
allowed the tariff to remain un-
changed, so that, as the resuit, we
had a deficit of $1,900,000 announced
this Session. He desired to learn who
was responsible for this, if the Govern-
ment was fnot responsible ? Passing
fcom this subject, ho would consider
the other proceedings of that hon.
gentleman touching matters more
properly and more particularly related
to the present discussion. He would
allude briefly to the loan which the
hon. gentleman had negotiated last
year in England. This loan, as they
all knew, was placed on the English
market at the fixed sum of 91 per cent.;
and they also knew that the hon. gen-
tleman had departed from the usage, to
some extent-his own usage, at all
events-in not asking for tenders ; and
they had a right, ho thought, and the
people had a right, to require reasons
to be given by the Finance Minister
and the Government as to why this
course was adopted when they per-
ceived the disastrous results by which
it had been followed. The hon.

Mr. McCARTav.

gentleman had attempted at
great length to justify his pro-
ceedings, and he had endeavoured
to argue that this was the best possible
mode of accomplishing his purpose;
and he had sought to establish that,
whether this was the case or not, at al[
events he Lad obtained as large a sum
of money as could reasonably be ex-
pected under the circumstances. The
hon. gentleman had said-and he (Mr.
McCarthy) confessed that ho was sur-
prised to hear the assertion-that lie
had not fallen into the vulgar error of
looking at the quotations current when
he placed the loan on the market, and
that ho had not examined the casual
statements of newspapers in this rela-
tion of that perio; but that, althougl
le was making the sale in the month of
November, 1876, Le based his transac-
tion on the state of the money market
during the previous months of July,
August and September. Looking back
over the quotations for these thrce
months, the bon. gentleman in Novem-
ber, 1876, wisely, in his own opinion,
came to the conclusion that 91 cents
on the dollar ought to be expected for
the bonds. le (Mr. McCarthy) did
not think that any other person,
with the exception of the Finance Min-
ister-who had been across the water,
and who moved in a superior atmos-
phere, since no gentleman on this side
of the fouse had occupied the position
of MIinister of Finanïce-would have
adopted sueli a course; and he confessed
that ho would iot judge of the state of
the money market in November by the
quotations of July, August and Sep-
tem ber. He would refer to an authority
in this respect, which he believed
would place beyond question and set-
tic the dispute as to the value of these
debentures, because it was important
that they should have the facts before
them, and having the facts it would
not be difficult to draw a reasonable
and fair conclusion. ie found in the
London Times that, on the 1st of No-
vember, 1876, our debentures were
quotIed at 941 and 95j, and business
was stated to have been done at 951,
on the 3rd of November, they were
quoted at 93 und 95, the dividend hav-
ing in the meantime been paid,and sales
had taken place at 93¼ and 93¾ ex divi-
dend; on the 4th November, they were
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<quoted at 93½ and 941-, ana tusiness
was done at 941, 94½- and 94ï, ex div.;
and on the 6th of November, the Time.s,
in its finaneial article, announced that
this oan had been placed on the inar-
ket. On the 8th of November, our
stock had fallen, on account of the
manner in which this loan was placed,
to 91½ and 92f, business being done at
921 and 91¾, ex div.; and on the 9th
of the saine nonth, business was done
t 92¾,ex div. If that was the fair

quotation, thon they had this esta-
blished: That, when our debentures
were offered for sale they were worth
at retail 94j, 94½ and 94¾, ex div. ; and
that in consequence of the large quan-
tity placed on the market, they fell to
92J and 92¾. What did we get for the
debentures ? HIad we ieans to squan-
der or throw away, or were our funds
to be managed with prudence and
economy ? While the loan was placed
at 91 nominally, the people of this
country realizod less than 90, and it
was not saying too much when he said
that $250,000 was lost to Canada
through this transaction of the Finance
Minister. That lion. gentleman said it
was necessary to put a price upon the
loan ; that even the Finance Minister of
Cmada could not go to London and
muake his own terms. Unfortunately for
the House, they did not hear ofwhat was
being done in London--the extraor-
d4iary proceedings in that city were
hidden from them. The hon. the Finance
Minister said ie could not call for
tenders, as city treasurers and al1
public officials in this country in similar
transactions were required to do, and
get the best possi ble price for the stock.
The hon. gentleman said: "You must
put a value on it or you cannot sell at
ail." That might be so or not. Unfortun-
aey, or rather fortunately, he had
never , occupied the distinguished
Position of Finance Minister and could
îlot appreciate the difficulties yvith
which the hon. gentleman had to
contiend on that occasion. But ho
would like to know, if it wero noces-
sary to fix a price, why the rate was

low? However, he was able to deny,
o bis oWn little experience, and
orn facts obtained from a work in the

tLibrary, that it was the practice to fixt.e price in such cases; and ho wouldcite sone oans, in support of this posi-

tion, which had been made in the
ordinary reasonable manner, and not in
the manner in which the last Canadian
loan was negotiated. At page 155 of'
"Fenn on the Funds," ho found that the
Intercolonial Railway and Rupert's
Land loans were placed on the market
and tenders called for. In the
sanie work, it was shown that the
Cape of Good Hope loan was
made in the same way, as were
also the loans of British Columbia, New
South Wales and New Zealand, the
latter placing the sum of £3,000,000
on the market by tender. These facts
showed that the course taken
by the hon. the Finance Min-
ister was not the one univer-
sally followed, but was one open
to many exceptions. It was hard to
say where the quarter of a million lost
by the transaction had gone. They
had no check whatcver. The hon. the
Finance Ministerexcused himself from
bringing down the names of the parties
who took the debentures. Writing on
the subjeet of the loan, the London
correspondent of the Globe, writing on
November 11th, said:-

" Hou. Mr. Cartwright has floated the new
Dominion Loan very successfully, as you
alreadv have learned by cable. Messrs.
Baring, Brothers & Co., and Messrs. Glyn,
Mills, Currie & Co,, financial agents cf the
Dominion in London, were authorized by
Mr. Cartwright to receive applications for a
loan of £2,500,000 sterling, in bonds of the
Dominion bearing interest at the rate of four
per cent. per annun. The loan was issued
under authority of an Act of Parliament of
the Dominion (39 Vic. cap. 1, sec. 4) passed
last Session, and the object of the loan is
partly to provide for debt maturing or redeem-
able in the course of next year, and partly
fôr expenditure on public works. The prin-
cipal of this loan of £2,500,000 is to be repaid
in London in thirty years, and a cumulative
sinking fund of - per cent. per annum will
be employed in the purchase of the bonds or
stock of the loan at or below par. Mr. Cart-
wright issued the loan through the financial
agents of the Dominion at 91 per cent.
Remarks were made in the city in disparage-
ment of this course, and to the effect that
Mr. Cartwright should have invited tenders
fbr the new loan, fixing only the minimum
price at which they would be accepted, but
the best authorities in the city, viz., bankers
not interested in the loan, are of opinion un-
animousBly that Mr. Cartwright acted very
wisely in th stepe he took, and that he has
conducted the negotiation of the loan very
ably and succesfully."

The House was told by the lion.

Ways and Meians. [MAnoni 2, 18747.]1



424 Ways and Means.

the Finance Minister that Baring Bros.
and Glyn. Mills & Co. actually bought
some of those debentures-£500,000, or
one-fifth of the amount. It would thus
appear that the men who advised the
price were those who bought; and if
the hon. gentleman would consult the
hon. the Minister of Justice he would be
told that such a transaction would not
for one moment be permitted to stand
in any court of Ontario.

Mr. BLAKE: Oh, no.
Mr. McCARTHY said his hon. friend

(Mr. Blake) had probably altered his
opinion since he became a politician,
but, if he gave a fair opinion, as a
lawyer, in accordance with the decis-
ions of the Courts, he would come to
another conclusion.

Mr. BLAKE: I do not think I
would.

Mr. McCARTHY said lie was obliged
to differ with the hon. gentleman.
The Globe correspondent gave some
further particulars on this interesting
subject. He went on to sy:-

"Applications were made at the price of
issue for exactly three times more stock of the
Dominion new loan than the Government of
Canada proposed to issue. Thus the inatter
wa8 pronptly concluded, and the public im-
mediately took up the loan. This, in the face
of the discouraging rumours from the East, is
very satisfactory; for, of the highest standing
as the credit of the Dominion is, doubtless
the prospect of an early war would have
prevented investors from placing their imoney
in any Colonial Government loan on good
terms. Therefore Mr. Cartwright's policy is
endorsed, by those who are best able to forn
a correct opinion, as the wisest that a Minister
trom the Dominion could, under all the cir-
cumstances of the case, have adopted, and,
as the readers of the Globe know, it bas been
attended with complete success. The scripof
the new loan is quoted to-day at l' to 21
premum.

That was, that the men who paid
5 per cent down as a deposit, and
afterwards 10 per cent. on allotment,
within three days realized 1¾ to 2j
premium. And yet they were told
that it was a transaction which
the louse and the country ought to
sanction. He thought sufficient had
been said on that point to eaull forth
the amplest explanation. Indeed the
hon. the Finance Minister anticipated
there would be a little curiosity on
the subject, and one-third of his Budget

Mr. MCCARTHY.

speech was taken up with a defence of
what the hon. gentleman knew was
almost indefensible. But in his quota-
tions of the stocks from the journals,the
hon. gentleman was too careful to give
only those with the dividend that had
accrued on the stock deducted or
allowed for. Ie would now pass to
the question more immediately before
the House. They were asked by the
Government, which had already in-
posed $3,000,000 increased taxation to

still further increase the burdens of
the people. They were asked to dO
this by hon. members who were con-
tinually hurling accusations of extra-
vagance, mismanagement and bad
governiment at the Opposition side of
the House. Although, during the
seven or eight years of the late
Administration, there was always a
surplus ; although, during that period-
taxation was reduced, and notably on
the articles of tea and coffee ; and
although the present Government
had so heavily increased taxation.
yet the House was asked to place
a still further burden on the
people. Before the House consented
to such a step, they ought to demand
an explanation why, with a falling
revenue, they had increased the ex-
penditure. He heartily concurred i.
the resolution of the hon. member for
Kingston. It had been explained ly
the hon. the Finance Minister that thes
deficit was a temporary one, which
would probably disappear next year;
but he could tell the hon. gentlena'-
that the wiAer plan would be to redae
the expenditure during these hard
times, instead of heaping on a tax to
endeavour to bring about the necessary
equilibrium. It would perhaps be
said that the expenditure had been/
reduced. To some extent it had, but it
should be explained why reductiOns
were not made during the year in which
the deficit actually occurred. 1Ie
claimed that the expenditure had not
been reduced all it might. There wee
several items higher now than i

1873-4, and in his humble judgent
the Government had better try and
make further reductions, instead of in"
po iing additional taxation. Accord,
ing to the Estimate, there was more
money to be expended in the collec-
tion of Excise than during the yeaIr
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1873-4. There was less revenue to
collect, but, under the administration
of the party of economy and retrench-
ment, it cost more to collect it. It was
said that his side of the House had
not objected to any of the items -which
had gone through. That was truc.
Some of the items, and notably those
connected with the administration of
the Department of Justice, had been
eut down. But there were other items
to come to, and it was not too late for
the hon. gentlemen on the Treasury
Benches to reconsider their Estimates
and bring them down to such a figure
as would bc more commensurate to the
means and wants of the people.
Speaking as an individual merely, and
only for himself, he would like to know
why there was still the enormous ex-
penditure on the Militia service. The
Government had destroyed the service
by their economy. They had left a
Major-General, an Adjutant-General, a
Deputy Adjutant-General, brigade-
majors, and a full staff of officers; but
where were the men, the ammunition
and the clothing ? And they need
only look at what took place in connec-
tion with the strike on the Grand
Trunk Railroad the other day, to find
out how efficient the service was under
the administration of the present Min-
ister of War. le was as strongly in
favour of keeping the service in an effici-
ent condition as any one ; that as mucli
noney as could be afforded should be
spent to make it the nucleus of a body
of men who would be prepared to
defend our soil in case of invasion.
But he did not believe in the policy
which left the officers without the
Imen. Thev should either make the
service efficient, or reduce the item
altogether. They must remember
that the deficit they had to meet
according to the present Estimates
was not $1,900,000. That deficit took
place on the expenditure of 1875-6,which was the largest which had eveî-
taken place, and which he trusted
would remain the largest for many
Years to come. And the Government
had come down in their ideas; theyhad reduced ver:y considerably; andaceording to the Estimates submitte:i,if the receipts for the next fiscal
Year reached the same as for the pastfiscal year, the deficit would not have

been more than $500,000 or $600,000.
Therefore it was not such an enormous
sum as to require additional taxation.
Now, there was another measure
which appeared to him to be utterly
useless, altbough it was a grand thing
for filling offices. He referred to the'
Weights and Measures Act. There
was $100,000 spent on that, in order
that men might go about the country
inspecting the weights and measures.
Was there any intelligent man who saw
any good in it ?

Mr. WORKMAN: I do not think
there is.

Mr. McCAIRTIIY: Neither in the
law itself nor in the administration of
the law.

Mr. BLAKE: Ask the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland.

Mr. McCARTHY: I have heard a
great deal about the hon. member for
Cumberland.

Mr. BLAKE: It is his Bill.
Mr. McCARTHY said he did not

think the people of this country
desired to hear any more of these re-
criminations. This is always what my
hon. friend says: " Look how you did
when you were in office; if we are doing
wrong, you were as bad as we are."

Mr. BLAKE: I only said that it is
his Bill.

Mr. McCARTHY said he understood
what the hon. gentleman bad said, and
also his insinuation. The hon. gentle-
man says: "Although we keep it on
the Statuta-book, knowing the law to
be wrong, yet it was placed there by
the bon. member for Cumberland." lie
(Mr. McCarthy) believed the law-
would not be kept on the Statute-book
for twenty-four hours if it was not for
the consequent patronage. There wag
another matter on which lie trusted
hon. gentlemen opposite would bring
pressure to bear on the Government,
and that was regarding the Post Office.
The-expenses were increased to such
an extent that it conld only be the re-
sult of mismanagement. This year
there was a deficit of $500,000 in that
branch of the public service. It was
very nice to have plenty of postal com-
munication and to have letters deliver-
ed at their doors once or twice a day,
but, if they could not afford it, they
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ought to deny themsolves those luxu-
ries, as the people of this country had
had to deny themselves many other
luxuries. This was an expense
which ought to be brought more
in equihbriaun with the receipts de-
rived from the post-office service. Not
a dollar extra taxes was required to be
put on the country; all the Govern-
ment had to do was to cut and prune
more than they had donc. His right
hon. friend's amendment contain-
ed a reference to another branch, and
that was with reference to the re-ad-
justment of the tariff. He was aware
that, not being a commercial man, his
opinions had not the weight of those
of bon. members who wore directly
interested in commerce, thereforo ho
felt a littile diffident about saying any-
thing on this matter. Novertheless, it
was the question of the hour, and he
was glad that party lines were being
fbrned upon it, because they would
not then have the "you're another "
style of argument used so much on the
floor of the House. lie was not going
to dispute the grand doctrine of free
trade nor the philosophy of the hon.
gcentleman on the other side of the
House who especially championed it,
and whom ho was afraid of very much
when ho addressed the House. Buthe
did say that there were exceptional
cases to every doctrine, and the posi-
tion of this country at the prosent
time was exceptional, and ought to be
dealt with in that spirit. We formed a
sparsely settled country, stretch-
ing from ocean to ocean, with
a great people south of us, who put a
duty of about 45 pr cent. on what wo
sent to them. Whether free trade or
protection was right or wrong these
people were able not only to compete
more than successfully with us, with
a duty of 17J per cent., but they
were able to compete with British
manufactures in England itself. Under
these cireumstances perhaps it would
be only modest on thoir part-he did
not mean on the part of the Finance
Minister or of the philosophers, but of
the independent members of the House
-if they would just think it possible
that the people on the other side of
the lines might be right and the Free-
traders wrong. Ie thought the
Americans had just as good business

Mr, McCAETIY.

mon among them as we had-that,he
did not think any hon. member would
attempt to deny. It was very strange,
if the Americans were crushed down
by their protective ta-iff, that neither
the Republican Party nor the Demo-
cratic Party, at tho recent Election,
made it a plank in their platform to
do away with that system. Under
these circumstances it could only bo
said that rightly or wrongly, the
whole country had accepted the posi.
tion and were willing to abide by this
prohibitory tariff; and the result was
they kept everybody else out and did
their own trading--not only this but
they were also doing our trading to a
great extent. But, without going
further in this direction ho would ask
why petroleum should be selected as
an article that ought to be protected.
Surely that was an article which Frce-
traders ought to delight in taking tie
duty off. Light was one of the neces-
saries of life; we all used petroleum:
Then why should it be protected?
Why not put a duty upon coal
if upon petroleum ? The first
Minister would say that would be put-
ting a tax upon the fire that boiled the
water that made the tea, and, therefore,
ought not to be protected. But the
same argument would apply to petro-
leum. He (Mr. McCarthy) could not
sec why some of the duty taken off
petroloum should not be placed upon
coal. The same revenue would be
arrived at, and an important inidustry
would be protected to that extelt. lie
was not saying whother protection or
free trade was right, but ho was only
suggesting the course which it seemed
to him roasonable men should adopt.
We had to raise a certain amount Of
taxation-22,000, or $23,00,00
annually. Ie did not propose that
one dollar more should be raised. but
to so distribute it as to afford protec-
tion to the industries of the country.
The First Minister had come down flat-
footed for free trade and for simPly
taxing for revenue purposes. It Ww
sufficient for any industry to ask to be
protected for the Government to 1.efus
to place a duty on that article and to
induce them to place it upon some
else.

Mr. MACKENZIE: What is inci
dental protection ?
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Mr. McCARZTIY : As 1 iinderstand,
it is protecting industries while you
raise the revenue necessary for carry-
ogj on the business of the countrv.

Mr. MACKENZIE : And we have
done that.

Mr. McCARTIIY: I understand the
hon. gentleman to repudiate that doc-
t vine.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is impossible
to repudiate anything I am doing.

,Mr. McCARTHY: The hon. gen-
tieman is not doing that, if he will ex-
euse me. When he places a duty on
tea is he doing that ? When ho places
a duty ou malt is there any protection
there? How is the hon. gentleman
doing it? In every way in which the
Government places a tax, their course
is 1 1t to foster but obstinately to re-
fuse to foster the industries of the
country.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario) said ho
rose to address the House with a
great deal of diffidence, feeling as ho
did that the question was one of great
moment to the interests of this country,
and having to follow a gentleman who
had presented the subject in such a
mecid yet succinct manner. When ho
first came to take a seat in this House,
it was as a supporter of the right hon.
member for Kingston, then to the
right of the Speaker. The country
was thon in a prosperous condition.
But, after an absence of threo vears,he found the condition of things
entirelyreversed. The hon .gentlemon
'vho wore then in Opposition, had gone
across the floor of the House and were
clothed im purple and fine linen, and,
ne pr)esumcd, faring sumptuously every
al Ie would not follow the hon.

member for North York in going intothe details which brought about that
change. le would simply say thatthe riding which ho represented
thungbt it wvould give the hon. gentle-
'en opPosite a trial, so loud had been
tem. professions of pirity and

se Accordingly, it sent to the
a gentOnan who gave the new

porternnent a cordial and hearty sup-tot. ler three years, however,
uthe cto of North Ontario, and of

othe Otrio also, saw the emptiness'f the pretensionîs of the hon. gontle-

men opposite as well as their incapacity,
and they now had reversed their
decision of three years ago. Sir
Francis Hincks, when on the Treasury
bonches, said that the hon. gentlemen
were " a band of organized hypocrites." S

That was a very strong expression,
but, viewed in the lighü of subsequent
events, their course had shown that
le was justified in making use of it.
Another strong expression applied by
the right hon. member for Kingston
in connection with certain charges as
to corrupt means used in the elections
of 1872 was that, " if the House would
give him a Committee, ho would prove
that the hon. gentlemen opposite had
spent $2 for everv $1 he or his friends
had spent in elections." Under the
light of subsequent events, that asser
tion also had been amply justitied. If
lon. gentlemen had any doubt upon
this point, lie would refer them to the
Controverted Elections Court. The
hon. gentlemen had not carried out
their promises ; they had violated
every pledge; broken every promise
and stultified themselves on almost
every principle enunciated while in
Opposition ; and therefore they had
lost the confidence of the coun-
try. If hon. gentlemen doubted
this he would point to the reversais of
judgments which constituency after
constituency had given since the
Governmont had been in office. Among
those were: South Huron, Berthier,
Chambly, South Norfolk, West Toron-
to, North Victoria, Two Mountains,
Bellechasse, Charlevoix, London, East
Toronto, North Ontario, South Ontario,
Victoria (N. S.), Queen's (P.E.I.) and
last, but not least, Kamouraska. Not
only this, but ho might citu those con-
stituencies which tho hon. gentlemen
refused to open. Howould refer them
to Halifax and to Pictou, constituen-
cies which the hon. gentlemen dared
not open. Before ho departed fromu
this subject, ho would rofer again to
Kamouraska. Tho First Minister had
stated, in his Ministerial explanations
as to change of the personnel of the
Govornment, that the Hon. Mr.
Pelletier refused to enter the
Cabinet, but when pressed to re-
consider, ho consented on certain
conditions. The hon. gentleman was
thon olevated to the Sonate, as well as
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being appointed Minister of Agricul- we advocated out of office, and, until we have
ture, and it was fair to assume that the a pure election law, we cannet have a imre
condition was his appointment to the Parlianient"
Senate, he being afraid to go back to In the face of that assertion, theso
his constituency. He would refer te hon. gentlemen went te the country
the discourteous attack made upon the without passing an Election Law. If
hon. member for Cumberland by the they had been sincero. they should, be-
hon. the Minister of Justice with fore the gonerai election of 1874,
reference to Confederation. The hon. have called the fouse togetieV
the Minister of Justice need not have and passed thoir Election Law.
made reference to this, as the First If the Premier's statement wàs
Minister to his right and the hon. the taken, this vas an impure Bouse.
Finance Minister to bis left, and also 1e would fotsay that hon, gentlemen
the President of the Council had taken held seats in this fouse by improper
the same part in (onfederation as the or impure means, but the Controvcrted
hon. member for Cumberland. It Electiou Courts had exhibited in a
would do hon. gentlemen opposite very oxtraordinary manner the fhet
credit as a party if they could rise to that several gentlemen on the other
the dignity of their position and be led side had so obtained their dcc-
for once by such an illustrious prece- tions, and an irference might be
dent as that given by Mr. Gladstone in drawn, without boing offensive, that
England, and ho was safe in saying other protests might have been fo!-
that the relative numbers of isolated lowed by like rositts. But, in a party
elections which had gone against the point of view, they were vise in their
Ministry within the last eighteen generation. It was because hon. gen-
months were proportionately greater tiemen found there was a wave of
than those which had gone against Mr. public opinion, caused by the sianders
Gladstone in England. If hon. gentle- and accusations made against their pre-
men would follow Mr. Gladstore's decessors, before the country had the
course, and, instead ot' holding offi'e opportunity of forming a sober second.
for the sake of the emoluments, thought, that they decided, in the hope
would resign or appeal to the country, of holding office foi five years instead
they would raise theinselves to a very of three. to go to the country before
great extent in the opinion of the peo- passing an Election Law. When these
ple of this country. The mombers of gentlemen got possession of the reins
the present Government, when in of power, thoy found that the late
Opposition, had advocated the elections Government had gathered together the
being held on the same day, but, when différent Provinces of this country int7
they came into power, the thirteen one complote Dominion, so far as it wâs
Ministers went to the country on dif- conplete to-day, that they bad assn-
ferent days, in order that they might lated the different laws, currencies,
be able to go to each other's assistance, and other matters, and that they had
thereby, in their very first act,violating left evrything in pu'e working
one of the planks in their platform. orderreadytotheirhands. Aflowing
But that was very trifling compared revenue, a contented and presperous
with what followed. Before the late people, manufactories flourishing and
Government resigned, the present almost every interest i the countrv
First Minister and others stated that, presporing satisfacterily ; ail they
because of certain moneys which had required te do, vas te look around
been proved to have been given by Sir them, te behold a developinent and a
Hugh Allan and others into the hands prosperity in tus Dominion unsur-
of the right hon. member for Kingston, passed in any country, or peeple, in
the election which had taken place had the world. Ths was a very brief
resulted in the return of a tainted view of what this country was when it
Houqe, that the members of the House was handed over te the tender mercies
were impure, and the hon. gentleman of hon, gentlemen opposite. Now,
in his speech at Sarnia, said: having very briefly ooked at the pic.

"I mnav say in general terms that our ture presented thon, lot them aise
rolicy will be the carrying out in office what briefly look on the pictule of te-day

Mr. GiB-a.
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What did they see ?-depression in
every branch of-trade, commerce para-
lyzed, the country strewn with the
wreck of our manufactories, tons of
thousands of artisans and others idle
for want of remunerative employment,
Iankruptcy stalking over the land,

,n ports falling off, an empty Treasury,
a deficit of' five millions in three
vears-one universal wail throughout
}he Dominion, from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. But there was not time to
enlarge. He could only ask hon. gen:
tlemen to look around them and sec
what was the picture the country
pre,ented to-day. Why, it was the
very antipodes of what the Dominion
presented three short years ago.
The only thing in which an
increase had taken place, as far as
ne was aware, was in the extravagant
expenditure in every branch of the
public service. The hon. the First
Minister was always great on the cost
f Civil Government, as a test of Mini-

terial economy. Take, for example, a
speech he delivered to the party in
London, on the 25th of October, 1870,
a report of which was found in the
Globe of the day following:-

"When the Government was first forned
1 '67-68, the offices were filled with a great

army of employés, but, notwithstanding,
1 e entire expensies of the Civil Governmient,
:neluiding the Governor-General's salary, and
thiose of the Lieutenant-Governors, were
$594,445.82. What was it now? The very
taMe items now reaclhed $661,675.82-an

crease of nearly $70,000 in two years, in
consequence, as he firmly be.ieved, of the
naturally bad system of Goverrinent that
existed under a coalition."

What, ho asked, had this Govern-
nient done in the way of reforming
this extravagance ? The records
showed the cost of Civil Government
then to have been as follows:
1870 (According to the First

Minister) ............. $661,6751873 (Public Accounts, p. 70). 750,874
1876 ( do do 82). 841,995

So that not only had this Reform
(ýovernnt failed to cut down the
extravagance that they said ran riot
under the régine tihe hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, but as compared
with those of 1873-the last year of
the late Government-the figures for
1876 showed an iicrease of nearly8l00,000, Did this increase arise

from* "the naturally bad system ef-
Government " that existed under the
present Mackenzie-Cauchon Coalition ?
When the Minister of Publie Works
was leader of the Opposition, ho com-
plained loudly of the extravagant
salaries paid to the departmental officers
in Ottawa, and also of the excessive
number of officers. For instance, in a
speech delivered at St. Catharines on
tbe 15th of November, 1870, and re-
ported in the Globe of the day following,
ho said :

"Why, the Ministry were packing the
publicbuildings froi attic to cellar-two or
three in everv rooni-till one could hardly
find his way through then. The last time
he was at Ottawa he found four men at the
door waiting for the little nan's behests in-
side."

le attributed the enormous cost of
the Departments to the corruption of
the then Governrnent, as he had said
at London on the 23rd of October of
that year:

" A coalition was one of those systems
that produced this state of things (corruption)
as its natural fruit; in fact one might as well
expect pure water from a foul spring as any-
thmiig better than extravagance anJ corrup-
tion froni a coalition."

Well, this Government had been in
office since the 5th November, 1873,
and wbat had been done to bring about
reform in thisconnection? The Public
Accounts showed the departmentai
salaries to have been as follows for the
years mentioned:-

1873.
(Public Accounts, pp. 19-45.)

Gov.-Gen's. Secretary's Office.. $
Privy Council................
Department of Justie........
M ilitia ............... .......
Secretary of State for Canada..
Department of the Interior.....
Receiver-General..........
Inland Revenue....... ......
Finance and Treasury Board...
Custons ...... ..........
Public Works................
Post Office...................
Agriculture and Immigration..
Marine and Fislheries.......

1.....
2.....
3 .... ,.

1874.
Pub. A c'ts.
pp. 19-52.

$10,079
16,011
19,181

1875.
Pub. Ac'ts.
pp. 2-0.

$11,345
22,650
21,844

$4

Pub
pp.

s$

8,240
15,876
17,367
37,475
37,074
23,382
24,318
24,778
53,490
32,267
46,624
74,634
31,340
25,336

52,201
1876.

.Ac'ts.
26-5'7.

10,971
20,732
22,983

W1ays and AMeans. Thte Tar-if. 429



430 Ways and Means.

4 ...... 42,776 43,545 44,077
5 ....... 35,410 38,748 38,702
6 ...... 42,556 49,344 48,063
7....... 28,131 28,837 28,445
8....... 28,773 30,191 3t,565
9 ....... 57,597 59,834 57,649

10....... 35,358 36,137 35,743
11....... 56,336 60,526 56,940
12....... 82,991 88,936 92,460
13....... 35,916 37,674 35,655
14....... 30,087 31,326 32,789

$521,202 $560,937 $556,774.
Instead of reducing the salarie.,

then, this Reform Premier had in-
creased them by $103,000 a year
since June, 1873. He boasted, and
the faithful organs repeated the
boast, that he discharged a large
number of the persons appointed
by the late Government between 30th
June, 1873, and 5th November of that
year. Where was the reduction ? Ie
must have supplanted the dis.har:ed
ones with sound Reform aspira ,
for the salaries in 1874 were $70,CoiP
more than 1873, and those of 1 76
$35,000 more than in 1874. Where
was the reform ? The hon. gen-
tleman had proved himself to
have been a true prophet; when
coalitions were formed upon certain
principles, and especially when being
so they denied that they were coali-
tions, the hon. gentleman's words in
this connection applied with perfect
accuracy. Under the present régime,
public expenditure had increased, and
principles which had been enunciated
in Opposition had been utterly disre-
garded on their attainment of office. It
had been properly asked why coal oil
had been selected to receive particular
attention from the House, in connection
with the Budget. He admitted that
the manner in which the coal oil in-
terest had been managed of late years,
was such as to require legislation ; but
it was to be remembered that, when
the hon. member for Stanstead last year
moved the partial repeal of the duty, the
Government denied his motion, al-
though the Finance Minister now ac.
knowledged that in consequence of their
policy in this regard the country had
lost some $1,2000,00. Still this sum
was so insignficant that it was not
worth while to derange the tariff last
Session. But, if it was proper to remodel
the tariff this year, why did he not
do it last year and thus save the

Mr. GIBBS.

country this large loss now admitted
in his speech. Some persons indeed
were wicked enough to insinuate that
had this industry not been connectedi
with the county of Lambton, the duty-
on coal oil would have been previousîv
removed. It might be said, and indeet
had been said, that asking to have this
excessive duty on coal oil reduced la,
year was contrary to the protective
principles of government on his sie
of lie flouse, but they did not advocate
the imposition or continuance of exces
sive duties that would bring about a
monopoly and the creation of ring.
They only desired to secure a sufficiew,
revenue, and yet to so arrange the
tariff as to benefit Canadian industries,.
It had been said that the rosolution t
the hon. member for Kingston before
the House was of too general a charae-
ter; but it ivas not the duty of the
Opposition to trame the policy of hie
Government. If the members r
the Administration felt that ther
were not equal to the task, and hj
ventured to say that this was the case
-the Opposition would readily change
places, and perform that duty to the
satisfaction of tho country. le r-e
joiced that the time had cone when
party lines would be distinctly drawn
and the respective policies of the two
great parties in the country would be
clear and tangible. Under the GoV-
ernment of the hon. member for King-
ston the country had been favoured
with general prosperity, but under tlh
existing eégime, it was visited wvith1
wide-spread depression, and a deficit
for the first time in the history of th*
Dominion. It seemed to him, that Hi

or<er to be true to their past policYý
the hon. gentlemen opposite had do,-
gedly determined to disregard the crY
of distress which arose from the IImni-
facturing interests, and the genegal
needs of the country. Though (u

cumstances in the countiysouth of the
Dominion had greatly changed, tO t1e
detri ment of Canadian interests
the menibers of the Governm11î
refused to render aiéd to our industries.
and, quietly folding their arms, looke
on and said: " If' you nust go to the
wall, go ; it is not part of our dnty ti'
step in and show a disposition to let
the wishes of the country and alleviate
this state of things." The Governmen
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was evidently resolved to impose
direct taxation as far as this was pos-
sible; and, although many Canadians
were idle aud work diffcult to be ob-
tained, they continued making large
appropriations to promote immigration
as if they were completely blind to
the altered circumstances in which
the country was plaeod. Their fiscal

policy was crushing out Canadian
interests, and forcing citizens, artizans
and workingmen to abandon Canada
tùr the adjoining Republic. The late
Government relieved the country of
iwo millions of taxation on tea, coffee,
and other articles, but the first act of
the present Cabinet was to ro-impose
duties on these articles, and that, too,
in the most objectionable manner
possible. The duty on black tea was
now, he believed, five cents per pound,
and six cents per pound on green tea,
which, it was worthy of mention, was
inost largely used by the poor man. Our
merchants, in consequence of adopting
the specific instead of the ad valorem
priieiple of imposing the duties on
tea, which prevailed under this Govern-
ment, were driven from our own cities
to establish themselves in New York.
Truly " Whom the gods would destroy
they first make mad." A gentleman
who had been engaged in this business
in Montreal, had informed him the
other day, that since his establishment
in -New York, he had sold more tea to
(Janadians, in four months, than he had
.old during three years in Montreal.
The hon. gentlemen of the Administra-
tion appeared to he very obtuse and
Incapable of reading the signs of the
times, when they persisted in fol-
lowing the fatal course they had laid
down to themselves. They marred
and retarded the welfare and pros-
Perity of the Dominion, and hence,
he thought, they ought to be
dleprived of control of the admin-
îstration of its affairs. He believed
that the hon. the Minister of Finance
dreaded contemplated changes in the
tariff. It was true that the hon.
gentieman in 1874, had tried his handat an adjustment of duties, and his
"ssay had aroused such a wave of
indignation throughout the country,that, in a fit of desperation, the hon.
gentleman had been driven to com-
l'lit the crime of infanticide, by

strangling the unhappy child he
had brought to light. The country
demanded some alteration of the-
tarif, and he simply added 2j per
cent. to the tarif of his predecessor,
and the year following, when stili
greater pressure was brought to bear,
when the hon. gentleman was sup-
posed to be in an interesting condition,
and it was thought he would be deliver-,
ed of a proper child, the country
was again disappointed. This year ihe
people were not so sanguine, but still
they hoped, owing to the amount of
pressure exerted on the Government
from many quarters, the hon. gentle-
man would produce something, but they
found out that the mountain had been
in labour and brought forth a mouse.
It was their intention to give the poor
people light at a moderate price, but,
as pointed out by the hon. member for
Kingston, what they saved on light
was taken away by what they lost on
tea. The hon.theFirst Minister said that
while the Opposition desired cheap
tea they were inclined to tax the coal
which boiled the kettle. Like many
other hon. members, this gentle-
man could not take a broad
view of the requirements of
the Dominion and recognise that
concessions should be made in some
quarters, in order that there should
be general prosperity. Speaking for
tha manufacturers of Western Ontario,
ho could say they were quite willing to
submit to a duty on coal in order to ob-
tain a corresponding benefit, by having
a duty put upon foreign manufactures.
Those who read the Globe knew that
in one issue the farmers'interest would
be upheld, and that protection only
meant increased prices for articles con-
sumed by them; and that in the next,
the mechanics would be warned that
protection to breadstufs would result
in increased prices of bread, without
assisting in the least manufacturing
interests. He had been a manufac-
turer for a namber of years, and had
em ployed a large number of men, and
he ad never yet heard the labourer or
mechanie complain of the high price
of bread; those classes knew that the
high price of bread meant an increased
consumption of manufactured goods,
and consequently a good day's pay for
a good day's work. With reference to-
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the attack on the Washington Treaty,
he might say that the people were no
longer satisfied with the simple state-
ment that they were doing no worse
than before. Simple assertions could
not be supposed to take the place of
facts, and the people would be content
with that treaty, until it was shown,
unmistakeably and irrefutably, which
had never been donc yet, that it was op-
posed to the interests of the Dominion.
He had, as stated, spent a couple of
days in the constituency of Bothwell,
where the subject of protection versus
froc trade had been discussed by
certain ministorialists ; and, although
the ministerial candidate was success-
ful, the people had confessed to boing
in favour of protection, and there was
little reason to doubt that at the next
election a marked change would be
witnessed in that as in other consti-
tuencies. It was unfair and unjust
that a nation of 40,000,000 inhabit-
ants should be allowed to bring grain
into our markets free, and that our
farmers should be denied access to
their markets unless they paid a duty
of 20 cents per bushel. Fair coin-
petition was impossible under the
circumstances, and no arguments that
could be adduced by the other side
could make people of common sense
believe that such an arrangement was
just. Some hon. members might be
sincere in their convictions that free
trade principles in grains, &c., were
best adapted for Canada, and that
putting duties thereon wouîld not in-
crease prices bore. Thon it followed
that no possible harm could follow, but
the majority of the people believed
that protection was essentially nee's-
sary to our prosperity, and the latter
should have ut least the benefit of the
douut, and the duty imposed. Ameri-
can products slould be taxed until the
United States either abolished their
duty on Canadian grain or agrecd to
a Reciprocity Treaty. It had been the
policy of the Governiment to spend
iarge sums of money for the enlarge-
ment and improvement of our canais.
The effect of this would be not to ben-
efit the Dominion, but was directly in
the interest of the Western States. We
were expending large amounts in this
way to reduce the freight from those
States, and so enable the Americans to

Mr. GIBBS.

compete still more successfully with
the Canadian farmers. We could secure
the carrying trade just as well when
the western grain passed in bond as now.
Some hon. gentlemen said it we placed
a duty on American wheat the price of
bread would be enhanced. Well, he
held that the effect would be to secure
the Canadian markets fer Canadians,
If the American wheat was excluded,
we would be able to supply the Mari-
time Provinces without any material
addition to the cost, while, at the sane
time, the farmers and millers of Ontario
would be greatly benefitted, The
American people were no fools ; they
were as ýmart in business matters as
the people in this Dominion, and,
they knew how to make or save a
dollar just as well as Canadians.
The Americans understood their
business and what was to their inter-
ests just as well as Canadians did. lie
knew it was the argument of the hon.
the Premier that the price of wheat in
this eountry was wholly regulated by
the price o' grain in ]Liverpool. If
that was the case, how was it that
American wheat and flour displaced
sueh a large amount of Canadian pro-
duce. It was well known that every
bushel of wheat or barrel of flour the
Americans wore permitted to bring
here compelled a like quantity of
Canadian wheat and flour to be shipped
out of this country at a loss to the
exporter. It was simply a question of
time how long a man could exist who
became an exporter of flour to England,
and it was simply impossible to do il,
although there might be exceptions
to the rule, as there was to any rule.
There was a feeling going through the
country, which was growing and
would continue to grow, that fair play
was needed in our fiscal policy. That
would be the issue upon which electiOns
would be fbught in the future-'Ver
largely at all events in the Province Of
Ontario-as to whether the Govern-
ment were willing to adopt a policy
which would enable Canadians to offer
Americans something in exchange fo
reciprocity, for Americans woul
nover be willing to adopt reciproCitY
under the present system. TheY
had all the benefits of reciprocitY
now without giving anything in return.
With respect to the Washington Treaty.
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;t iust not be forgotten that the Mari-
time Provinces in the main asked for
it, so that they might get access to the
United States for their fish, and we

granted it, although we did not there-
by get reciproc.ity in wheat and flour,
as we thought we should have donc ;
but it would have ben a dog-in-the-
manger policy to refuse the Maritime
Provineos the opportunity of reachin<
the Arnejicai imarkets for their fiih
because we could not at the same time
get what we desired.

Mr. GOUDGE : Who in the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia was favourable to
the Washington Treat-y?

Mr. GIBBS: I say the members from
Nova Scotia mostly voted for the pas-
sage of that treaty.

Mr. GOUDGE: Who were they ?-
urne then.
Mr. TUPPER : I will tell the lion.

member for Hants: Every member
but three, and those three were de-
feated when they went back to their
constitdents.

Mr. GIBBS said he was much
obliged to the hon. member for Cum-
berland, as he did not remember the
names of the Nova Scotia members ;
but he knew it was a faet that, when
the right hon. member for Kingston
returned from Washington, he was en-
dorsed by the whole Province of Nova
Scotia and by this House. With
reference to the National Policy, the
hon. the Premier and the bon. member
for Waterloo had stated repeatedly in
the House and the country that the
duty was taken off wheat, coal and
flour by the late Government, and the
bon. member for Cumberland showed
the flouse the other evening that that
was lot correct. le took it that hon.
iembers, from their high position,
should make ingenuous statements, but
this statement was a disingenuous one,
and calculated and intended to convey
to the country an incorrect impression
as to the facts. The duties were not
'pealed through any action of the late

'Government, but in spite of them
they were repealed because a majority
of the members of the House, irie-
'pective of party lines, were in favour
of this being donc, and the late Gov-
'e"ment did all they could to prevent it.

28

The hon. gentlemen on the Treasury
benches were opposed to a National
Policy, whereby our manufacturing,
commercial and agricultural interests,
would be fostered ; that was the
difference between themr and the hon.
gentlemen of the Opposition, but the
time had come when something like
fair play vas required. Their policy
was one which would meet with
the condemnation of the country, and
therefore, it might be to the advantage
of the Opposition that the Government
persisted in pursuirig their suicidal
policy ; but gentlemen on Lis side of
the House would prefer to sec the
interests of the country advanced,
rather than a party advantage gained.
le would say a few words with refer-
ence to the Pacifie Scandal. He said in
1874, and he repeated the assertion now,
that sums of money were improperly
usedl, which ho did not attempt to jus-
tify, but if anything could have justfied
it, it vas the knowledge the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston had of the vast sums
the Government opposite were spend-
ing improperly. But it did not lie in
the mouths of hon. gentlemen opposite
to talk about corruption. The hief
of the party wrote the famous "Big
Push " letter, and this was illustration
enouglih of the insincerity of the party
in their assumption of purity. A gen-
tleman of his acquaintance said to him,
that there was but one thing required
to complete their degradation, and to
fill up their cup of mniquity, and that
was to take George Washington MeMul-
len into the Cabinet or give him a seat
i n the Senate. Speaking of the
"Scandal," it was nat'ural to refer to
the Pacific Railway. The policy of his
right hon. friend froin Kingston as to
that railway was denourced, and if
his menory served him right one of the
very provisions denounced in the old
charter, viz: that it should not be built
other than by a company and not by
the Governnent, had been introduced
by the Minister of Justice.

Mr. BLAKK : The late Minister of
Justice- Mr. Dorion.

Mr. GIBBS said if the hon. gentle-
men were going to complete the road
as a Government work it would cause
a strain vhich this country could not
bear ; it would involve the coun-
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try in a debt which would bring
about a continuous deficit. He
wanted to say a little more about
protection and taxation, and it eould
not be repeated too often. What we
required was a revenue which would
enable the business of the country to
be carried on, and at the same time
would bring about a healthful state in
our manufactures and industries gen-
erally. To do this it vould not be
necessary to raise the taxes one iota.
It was not proposed to increase the
aggregate taxation, but so to adjust the
tariff as to assist manufactures, com-
merce and agriculture. The Finance
Minister had said that the per capita
business of this country was larger
than in the United States. 'He doubted
this staterment, but, admitting tiat it
was true. it must be remenbered
that a large portion of the inhabitants
in the Southern States were neither
producers nor consumers. There was
one fact especially which would show
that the state of our trade and com-
merce was not so good as in the United
States, and that was the number of
bankruptcies last year, as reported by
Dun, Wiman & Co. The failures in
the United States were one to every
sixty-three trades, while in Canada
they were one to every thirty-two. In
other words, there were twice as many
failures, relatively, in Canada, as in
the United States, and relatively for
00 per cent. more than in the United
States. This was a proof that the
United States, with thelir exorbitant
protection, had been able to hold their
own. le had a firm faith that the
National Policy could be inaugurated
and successfully carried through; and
until that policy was the ruling poliey
of this country, our industries would
never assume that importance which
they deserved. le sbould vote for the
amendment of the lion. the inember
for Kingston.

Mr. GREENWAY said he hoped the
House would bear with him while h
offered a few remarks which applied
peculiarly to himself, in order that ho
might set himself right upon the
question before the House. He had
a lively recollection of the question
involved in tne amendment which
the right hon. member for Kingston
had chosen to propose. In entering

Mr. GIBBS.

the House, ho desired to divet
himself as much as possible of any
party prejudices he might ente;
tain. le was one of those who held
that, in the history of this country, it
had happened sometimes that the
interests of the people had been sacri-
ficed to the interests of the part y, and
that occasionally there had been too
much recrimination, too mueh acc[s.
ing each otier of fauits, meanwhile
forgetting the interests of the country
in which we all prided ourselves. No
other evidence was required than sone
of the scenes which had been witnessed
in the House to determine that the
view he entertained was a correctone.
The question under discussion was one
on whieh ho had committed himself to
his constituents long before it becamine a
party question in this country. It wi
one upon which lie happened to addres
his constituents upon various occasions.
and for that reason lie vas in a position
to set himself right with respect to
his vote on that question. le enteed
the House as an Independeme
member desirous of deciding qusc-
tions on their mnrits, and sup-
porting ieasures which ho considered
were in the interests of the
country, etmanating from what source
they might. le was introduced as an
Independent mniember and so vote
during the Session of 1875. Afewday'
before the tariff question caine before
the House in the Session of 1876, h
had the opportunity of addressing
upon it a very large number of him
constituents of both political cl'ceds.
This was before it had become a pany
question, aid before it was understood
which side the Government was gong
to take upon it. le found that that
large assemblage were Free-traders
without a dissenting voice. Thatvice
ho advocated before the meeting, n
thoroughly committed himself to it

believing that it was the proPer i"
for any one having the interets of the
country at heart to hold. He found it

very difficult to understand how the
hard times, which bore so heavil uPO,
some people, were going to be inproveCi
by placing additional burdens aUpO
them. Thus committed on the questol'
ho felt it to be his duty, whel t'
right hon. member for Nin-gt 0
proposed bis amendment last Seso '
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to vote against it, as it involved, in his
estimation, if anything, the principle
of protection. Outside of the House
bis motives were impugned ; he was
read out of the party with which he
had acted previously, and he was de-
nounced as a traitor because ho did not
choose to become a traitor to the prin-
ciples of a life-long profession. It was
said that he had sold himself to the Gov-
ernment, that the Government had
offered him a position for his vote on
that particular occasion, and as soon as
the Session of 1876 was over he was to
step down and ont, to receive his re-
ward for being a traitor, and make
room for some other gentleman. Time
had shown whether the accusation
brought against him on that occasion
was correct or not. He desired now
to meet the question as ho met it then.
He desired to record his vote as he
believed in the interests of the country
in such a way that ho would be en-
abled to give his constituents an
intelligent reason for the vote he had
given. The views expressed by the
hon. the Premier during the debate
were the views which ho (Mr. Green-
way) held, and for that reason lie felt
it to be his duty again to vote against
tho amendment of the right hon.
member for Kingston, as ho bclieved i t
involved the same principle as vas
involved last Session. The only pledge
he made to his constituents when
elected was, that ho would endeavour
to record his vote so that lie would be
enabled to give a reason why ho did
so. If ho advocated frec-trade prin-
eiples on behalf of the agricultural
constituency which ho represented, and
Which vas one of the finest in the-Dominion, his constittients believed
in the same principles. They
h'ad been told that the farmers
were misled. He could tell the hon.
meumber for Kingston and the House,that the farmers understood what they
wanted, and that they did not want
the articles w'hich they consumed in-
ereased in price by the action of thetovernment, especially in such liardtmes as, these. He agreed with theh10n. nemiber for North York that itwas a very small matter to talk auout
the two cents duty On tea. There'lever was atime in the history of the

'COnt]y w hen tea was chesper than at
28

prosent. He had made the remark
when the question was discussed of the
probable changes of the tariff that
tea was an article which would bear a
slight taxation botter than anything
else that could be named ; the addition-
al tax of two cents per pound would
not increase the burdens of the people.
It might affect the profit in a very
slight degree of the retailer, but it
would not increase the price to the
consumer, any more than the one cent
per pound duty upon malt would make
a glass of beer more than five cents ;
the lion. member for Carleton had de-
clared that the duty on malt almost
amounted to prohibition. If it vent a
little further, even as far as prohibition,
it would receive from him a hearty
support. He would not attempt
to discuss the other changes in the
tariff, being a novice in Parliament,
further than to say that he thought the
action of the Government in regard to
coal oil was a step in the right direc-
tion, and the people, especially those of
the country districts, who could buy
that necessary article for about on e-half
the price to-day that it was about a
month ago, would appreciate the aei ion
of the Government in that particular.
le had only to add that his vote on
this occasion would be recorded in the
same way as it was last Session, and he
hoped he would not record his vote for
any measure for which he would not
bh able to give a satisfactory account
to his constituents.

Mr. CHARLTON noved the ad-
journment of the debate.

Mlotion t adjourn debate agreed to.
House adjourned at

Fifteen minutes after
Twelve o'clock.

IOUSE OF COMMONS.

Mlonday, 5th March, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

BILLS INTROD UCE D.

The following Bills were soverally
introducod and read the first tnie:-

Bill (No. 61) To incorporate hie
Canadian Securities Compar y (Limi-
t x).-(Mr. Casgrain.)
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Bill (No. 62) Respecting the North-
ern Railway of Canada.- -(Mr. Macdon-
ald, Toronto.)

Bill (No. 63) To authorize munici-
palities to pass by-laws to provide
means of escape for persons falling into
the water in the vicinity of wharves
and docks.-(Mr. Cook.)

Bill (No. 64) To amend the Acts
relating to the Supreme and Exchequer
Courts.-(Mr. Blake.)

ISSUE OF WRITS DURING THE
SESSION.

SPEAKER'S RULING.

Mr. SPEAKER: Some doubthaving
been expressed as to the duty of the
Speaker in case of vacancies occurring
when the House is in Session, I feit it
my duty to look into the matter, and I
tind that not only is our law peremp-
tory, leaving to the Speaker no discre-
tion whatever, requiring him absolutely
to issue his warrant as soon as prac-
ticable after the fact of a vacancy is
made known to him, but I find there
was a misconception on the part of
some hon. members as to the law in
England. The law generally in regard
to vacancies is that, during the Session,
a writ must always be moved for in the
House. During the recess, " when
vacancies occur by death, by elevation
to the Peerage, or the acceptance
of office, the law provides for
the issue of writs without the
immediate authority of the House,"
but only in these three cases, and not
in the case of the acceptance of the
nominal office of Steward of the Chil-
tern Hundreds-theonly mode by which
members can avoid Itheir seats, not
having the power, as in our case, of
resigning. But I find there was a
mistake, or, rather, a misapprehension,
as to what the provisions of the Con-
troverted Elections Act of the Imperial
Parliament on this subject are. The
hon. member for Kingston seemed to
be of the opinion that the provision in
our Avt was virtually a transcript of
the provision in the Imperial Act as to
the auty of the Speaker, but in that he
was entirely mistaken. The British
Controverted Elections Act is very
mach ihe saine as to the duty of the
Judges. It provides that the Judges

Mr. CHARLTON.

are to forward thoir judgment to the
Speaker, and so on, but the duty of the
Speaker is defined by the 13th
Section:-

" The House of Commons, on being in.
formed by the Speaker of such Certificate
and Report or Reports, if any, shall order the
saie to be entered in their Journals, and
shall give the necessary directions for con.
firming or altering the Ëeturn, or for issuing
a writ for anew election, or for carrying the
determination into execution, as circun.
stances may require."

Our Statute makes that the express
duty of' the Speaker, so there is an es-
sential difference.

Mr. CAUCHON : That says it is by
the direction of the louse.

Mr. SPEAKER: But we have a
Statute which makes it imperative for
me to issue my warrant. The English
Act is entirely different.

PRIVATE BILLS.

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

The following Bills were severally
considered in Committee of the Whole,
and reported:-

Bill (No. 13) To incorporate The
Dominion of Canada Civil Service Mu-
tual Benefit Association.-(Mr. Wood.)

Bill (No. 17) To extend the proVi
sions of Section 56, of the Act 4
Victoria, Chapter 5, intituled : An Act
relating to Banks and Banking, to the
Bank of British North America.-(Mr.
Fraser.)

CONSTRUCTION OF BRIANCH
LINE OP RAJLWAY.

QUESTION.

Mr. BLANCHET asked whether it
was the intention of the Governfment
to include in the Supplementary
Estimates a sum of money for the con-
struction of a branch lino of railway
from St. Charles, county of Bellechasse
to St. Joseph de Lévis, in order tO
avoid the detour by the Chandiùre.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is not the

intention of the Government to sk for
any grant of money from th 1
for such a purpose.
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TIIE FORM OF PUTTING QUES-
TIONS.

3ir. SPEAKER remarked that there
was no necessity for placing the clause,
ain order to avoid the detour by the
Chaudière," in the question. Mem-
bers, in proposing questions, should
avoid including in them debateable
matter.

Mr. BLANCHET said the clause
mentioned was essential. The detour
to which he alluded was well known.

1r. BLAKE: The hon. gentleman
sbould remember that the longest way
round is the shortest way home.

MRr. MASSON said the clause to
which reference was made included a
point of fact.

Mr. SPEAKER: With regard to
these questions, the Clerk in the British
House of Commons is instructed to
alter them without the consent of the
member, if that cannot be obtained, in
order to make them conform to the
rule, which excludes from them
debateable matter. I think it desirable
to conform as strictly as possible to Fo
wholesome a practice.

MNr. PALMER said this question of
order was of very considerable con-
Sequence. Rule 29 stated in sueh rela-
tion, that "no argument or opinion is
to be offered, nor any facts stated,
except so far as may bc necessary to
explain the same." He contended
that it was entirely useless to ask
questions, unless members could state
Sthem such facts as were necessary
to Oxplain the object they had in view
10 the Government and the Ilouse.

Mr. SPEAKER said it was not at
ail necessary to have asked more than
whether it was îhe intention of the
Governrment to build a branch linefrom one point to another. In goingbeyond that, a statement open to de-
bate was made. If, however, a mem-ber of the Government, whose duty it

as to give the answer, said that ho
tid not quite understand what a ques-

ton eant, then an hon. member
Might explain what he meant, but no

re. The iexpediency and impro-
t· ty of putting on the paper quos-
t -ontaining statements and asser-

ons open to discussion was very

obvious. Therefore, the rule, that
nothing of a debateable or argument-
ative character should be allowed in
questions was strictly observed.

Mr. BLANCHET said ho thought
that his question had been framed in
accordance with the rule mentioned.
If the few words to which the Speaker
had alluded had been omitted, the
question would have been of no inter-
est whatever to the public. If the
detour ho had instanced were avoided
it would be in the interests of trade
and of the public.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a point
open to argument.

Mr. BLANCHET : Not at all; it is
a fact.

Mr. SPEAKER: My view does not
agree with the opinions of the hon.
members from St. John and Belle-
chasse.

_Mr. MASSON said that if the rule
mentioned were enforced the scope of
action on the part of hon. members
would be too greatly limited.

Mr. SPEAKER : This matter may,
perbaps, be again brought before the
louse.

REEF NEAR RIVIÈRE DU LOUP.

QUESTION.

Mr. POULIOT asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
place a light-ship on the reef lying
between Rivière du Loup and the
Brandy Pots.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) : It is
not the intention of the Government to
place a light-ship at the point named.

THE DUFFERIN IMPROVE-
MENTS IN QUEBEC.

QUESTION.

Mr. CARON asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to ask
for a sum of money to begin the
improvemants known as the Dufferin
improvements i the city of Quebec.

Mr. MACKENZIE: 1 do not know
what are called the Dufferin improve-
monts; but, assuming that the improve-
monts spoken of refer to the proposed
changes of gateways and fortifications,
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I have only to say that it is not the
intention of the Government to ask for
any money for that purpose at present.

FOG WH1ISTLE AT f'0FFIN'S
ISLAND.

QUESTION.

Mr. FORBES asked whether the
Government intended erecting a fog
whistle at Coffin's Island at the en-
trance of Liverpool Bay, Nova Scotia,
during the coming summer, or when.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) : The
Government do not now intend to erect
a fog whistle at the place mentioned.
I may say, however, that the Govern-
ment are impressed with the impor-
tance of having one there, but they are
not at present prepared to build it.

TIIE VETERANS OF 1812-15.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. DELORME, in the absence of
Mr. ST. JEAN, moxed for a return show-
ing the naines of all the veterans who
have proved their right to partake in
the grant of $50,000 voted last Session
by Parliament in favour of Militiamen
of 1812 and 1815, and the action taken
in each case during the current finan-
cial vear.

M1r. VAIL: A return conrtaining
the names of these veterans is already
prepared, and will be shortly laid on
the table of the House.

Motion agreed to.

MANITOBA LANDS.

MOTION NOR RETURN.

Mr. SHULTZ moved for a return of
all lands surrendered by the Dominion
Government to Manitoba for road pur-
poses. le said he had occasion to
bring up the matter of main lines of
roads in Manitoba last Session in a
somewhat different way. He had then
pointed out the peculiar position in
which the new Canadian and other
settlements were placed in relation to
the navigable streams and existing
highways of the Province, and ex-
plained that, owing to the reservations
made by the Government for the chil-
dren of half-breed heads of families
under the Act granting 1,500,000 acres

Mr. MAcxmziz.

for that purpose, these new settlements
were separated from the highways and
rivers by a tract which, in its present
state, was often impassable in wet
weather, and dangerous to life to
traverse during a winter storm. As
the roads through Dominion lands had
been turned ovet by the Dominion
Government to the Local Government,
it might be asked why, since the Local
Government had accepted this trust,
they did not improve them so as to be
of use to the settlements to which they
ran. A very natural and simple ex-
planation was to bc found in the fact
that the Local Government seerned to
have no money to spare for this pur-
pose. It must be remembered that
Manitoba stood alone in the fact that
she of all the Provinces did not con-
trol her public lands. le thought the
responsibility of providing through
these lands at least main lines of roads
rested withî the Governnent of the
Dominion, and even if that generai
principle were not admitted, it was
obvious that the Dominion could not
shirk the responsibility of making
roads through lands which six years
ago were gr'anted to the half-breed
children. The owners of these lands
were minors, and no aid towards roads
was possible fron them. The settle-
ments beyond, scattered and henmaed
in by the railway reserve, were poW
erless in themselves for this purpose
and hence he felt himself per-
fectly justified in urging, as he
did now urge, that a sum of
moncy should be appropriated for
this purpose. The expense need no'
be verygreat, and, if given to the local
municipalities where they existed, or
to responsible parties in the townshipS
where they did not, the money would
be expended where most necessary. Il
one part of the country where this
need was felt the Government would
itself find the advantage of a good road
to the Provincial Penitontiary. such
a road, with a telegraphic commluaiea
tion with the Penitentiary, wou
serve as a nucleus of other roads OD
the west side of the Red River, le bc
lieved it to be an act of simple Juste
to the settlements lying cast and wed
of Red River, hemmed in, hamnPere
and weakened as they were by the
railway reserve, to grant a saum "
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money adequate to the building of at
,east main lines of road. Iaving said
this much in reference to the matter
of roads, he would venture to touch
upon a mitter indirectly connected
with that subjcct. It had been ex-

plained that the new settlements of
which ho had spoken had been formed
in their present position in the rner-
wency of the resolution which had been
iade to supply the 1,400,000 acres

oranted to the half-breed minors. The
iailure up to this time to distribute
ibese lands to those who were to re-
ceivc them had increased the disad-
xantages of the new settlements, while

had been entirely unfair to the par- j
ties themselves. There would seem
no good renson for any longer delay in
the distribution of these lands. and he
would urge that not only should such
listribution be made at once, but that

his hon. friend the Minister of the
interior should not wait for the tedious
pr'ocss of the issue of patents, but
that, immediately on the clearing of
tie settlements, lists should be pub-
1ishcd iii the local papers, thus placing
the recipient-who might, in the six
years that had elapsed since the Act
was )assed. have corne of age-in a
position to at once occupy bis land,
while at the saine time allowing the
parzents of the younger ones to at once
take steps to preserve for thoir children
>uh wood as rnight bave been left on
these lands. le would respectfully
urge on the Minister of the Interior
the necessity for a settlement of all
the questions which were vexatious
alike to immigrants and to old settlers,
itnd damaging to the best interests of
Manitoba.

Motion agreed to.

SEIZURE OF A DISTILLING
PARATUS.

AP-

MOTION FOR CoRREsPONDENCE.

Ir. MASSON moved for copies of
al correspondence relating to theseizure in Decem ber last of certain dis-

.illinb apparatus, the property of
aneois Meloche and FerdinandLavoie, of St. Anne, county JacquesCartier', including all instructions to,4nd reports from the Revenue Officers

elatg to same.

Mr. LAFLAMME: I must inform
the bon. member tbat no such property
as belonged to the two individuals he
has mentioned, was ever seized in the
county of Jacques Cartier. One still,
however, was seized in the parish of
Ste. Amie, but it belonged to a dif-
feront man. The only correspondence
in the possession of the Department
in tbis regard, is a letter received from
an informer, and it is against the rules
of the Department to communicate
such information to the HRouse until
the investigation is finished.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdraw~n.

SECRET SERVICE FUNDS.

REFERENCE TO COMMITTEE.

Mr. CHARLTON moved:
" That the following items of expenditure

of Secret Service Funds be referred to the
Committee on Public Accounts, viz.; the
item of $15,086.41 for the year 1868, the item
of $33,103.88 for the vear 1869, the item of
$10,208.54 for the year 1870, and the item of
$75,000 for the vear 1871."

He said the facts which had recently
come to the knowledge of the House
in connection with the Secret Service
Fund would render it apparent that it
w-as proper to refer those items to the
Committee in the same manner and
upon the same basis as it would have
been proper to have referred them in
the respective years when the expendi-
turc was made, leaving the Committee
to deal with the:n in the same manner
as might then have been done.

Sir JOIN A. MACDONALD called
the attention of the Government to the
character of this motion. It was one
such as had never been made in England,
and ho thought it the duty of the Gov-
ernment to resist it. As far as the
late Government was concern ed, it was
perfectly indifferent as to whether the
motion passed or not, but, as far as his
hon. friend at the head of the Govern-
ment was concerned, it was bis (Mr.
Mackenzie's) duty to see that the
powers of the Govetnment, no matter
whose hands they were in, were not
infringed ùpon, or the publie service
in any way prejudiced. If, however,
the hon. gentleman thought the motion
a proper one to pass, ho (Sir John A.
Macdonald) would make no objection
to it.
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Mr. MACKENZIE said it had been
the practice of the House, when any
member wished to refer an item in
previous Public Accounts to the Com-
mittee, to make a motion for that
purpose. The only reason the hon.
gentleman suggested why the Govern-
ment should consider whether the
question should not properly be resist-
ed was the character of the items.
Well, the character of the item was
this : a certain sum was asked from
Parliament, which was given, willingly
or unwillingly, for the purpose of con-
ducting a secret detective system, or
something of the kind, during the time
of the trouble on the frontier. It would
be recollected that, early in the Session
of 1872, ho (Mr. Mackenzie) called the
attention of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee to the necessity of-having the
same system of supervision here that
was in operation in England. He could
see no reason why the Parliament of
Canada should not in the same manner
audit this particular account; and ho
therefore took the necessary stops to
bring the matter before the Committee.
The hon. gentleman thon at the head of
the Administration (Sir John A. Mau-
donald) took his stand before the Com-
mittee, and declared he would not di-
vulge any further information about the
fund. At the same time, the hon. gen-
tleman stated that the system ho (Mr.
Mackenzie) advocated should bo put in
operation in the future - that al[
future payments should be audited
in the way described in the English
parliamentary books. He was sur-
prised when, a few months afterwards,
the hon. gentleman characterized his
statement in very strong terms at a
public meeting ut the town of St.
Thomas, and he (Mr. Mackenzie) was
obliged to take the parliamentary
authorities down to a subsequent
meeting there in order to show that
ho was neither ignorant nor untruth-
fui, as the hon; gentleman charged.
So the matter continued. They had
no further information from that date
until very recently that any portion
of the money had been expended. It
was only a little over a year ago that
it came to bis knowledge, in a way
already known to the House, that a
considerable portion of this money
'was lying to the credit of the hon.

Sir JOHN A. MÂCDoNALD.

gentleman opposite at one of the
banks, and had been thore, entirely
unknown to the officers of the Crown,
for over three years. As soon as hl
obtained this information, ho took
steps to have the resolution of the
House, which was passed in 1872, car-
ried into effect. le failed to accom-
plish that. Those facts had been
brought before Parliament and the
country. He knew nothing of the
motion of the hon. member for North
Norfolk, and he did not know why
that hon. gentleman wished to bring
the matter before the Committee,unless
it was to discuss the whole question
of Secret Service Estimates and the
mode of their disposal. While he
was bound as Minister of the Crown,
as leader of the Government, not only
to protect the policy of his own
Administration, but bound to proteet
the policy of the Administration of the
couitry or Government in the abstract,
ho had never agreed with the
policy that the hon. gentleman opposite
and his Administration adopted in
regard to this matter. He was, there-
fore, not concerned in protecting the
mode of disposing of this noney, of
which ho did not approve. It was a fair
matter of argument whether that was
best, proper or improper, and that
being the case ho could sec no sueh
grounds on which the Administratior
should resista motion of this kind. Il
saying that much, he said iothing at
all about what ho might feel callea
upon to do at subsequent stages of any
inquiry that might result from the
motion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, on behalf of the late Governmient
and himself, ho had not the slightest
objection to the matter being referred
to the Committee, and that the wholc
subject of the mode of audit in Englanid
should be gono into.

Mr. BLAKE said the Commit-
tee on Public Accounts could.
in each of the years named,
have initiated an investigation into
the items and decided the princiPle
upon which that investigation should
take place. No such investigation took
place, and circumstances had transpired
which the bon, gentleman (Sir John
A. Macdonald) admitted mght fairlY
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call for an enquiry into items which
were not enquired into, although rofer-
red. All that the motion would do
would be to give the Committee for
this year the same power with refer-
once to those items that the Committees
of previous years had.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : Cer-
tainly.

Mr. BLAKE: Then, I want to know
on what principle the hon. gentleman
said the Government ought to resist the
motion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Premier himself was a member of
the Public Accounts Committee in the
years in which this item appeared in
the Public Accounts, and ho had fnot
thought it bis duty in the publie
interest to go into an investigation of
it. He (Mr. Mackenzie) pressed each
vear an investigation in regard to all
those items with reference to which ho
thought thore ought to be an enquiry,
but ho had not pressed for an investi-
gation into this item. The reason he
(Sir John A. Macdonald) supposed was
from a sense that the subject was not
one that could be fairly diseussed
openly in Committee. The general
principle of such a motion was wrong,
and owing to the peculiar nature of
the subject-matter ho thought the Gov-
crnment ought to resist it. As far as
the late Government or individuals of it
was concerned, they were perfectly
indifferent about the matter.

Mr. YOUNG said ho thought the
case vas somewhat altered now fron
what it was when brought before the
Publie Accounts Committee in 1872.
The general belief then was, from the
statements of the hon. gentleman op-
posite, that the whole of the fund had
bon expended. The hon, gentleman
always spoke in the past tense in refer-
ence thereto, and it was well known
that, in taking up the subject at thattiue, the Committee made a unanimous
deliverance upon it. Whilst the hon.
gentieman declined, and possibly with
soe propriety, to give information as
to how the fund had been expended
in the past, the Committee were unani-
mous1y of opinion that a different
course should be pursued in the future,

and that to some extent the English
practice should be followod. He found,
since looking up the record, that in
England they were extremely careful
with regard to Secret Service expondi-
ture and that it was quite a mistake to
suppose that it was not audited. The
plan was for the Socretary of State to
make an order on the Treasury Depart-
ment for any portion of the vote, and
the latter made an order on the Audi-
tor-General for the amount. When-
ever any Foreign Minister received
any of the money ho had to give,
a receipt to the Secretary of State,
which was a voucher that, so far
as ho was concerned, the amount
had been properly expended. The
Foreign Ministers, in whose hands
the rnoney was placed, were required
to go before a Board of the Exchequer
within one year after thoir return to-
England, and make oath that it had
not been used for improper purposes-
There was in this way a practical
audit. Although the details were not
given, there was a supervision which
amounted to a guarantee to the public
that the money had been properly used.
The system in Canada was different
fron this. As ho understood it, the
whole amount went into the hands of
the Ministry of the day. No person
was sworn as to how the money was
expended, and in other respects the
English practice was not conformed to.
Until ho saw the motion of his hon.
friend from North Norfolk ho was not
aware that ho proposed to refer the
matter to the Conmittee on Public
Accounts. As the Committee had
decided in 1872 that no amount should
be expended thereafter without there
boing some audit as prescribed by the
resolution, and as an amount of $6,600(
had been expended in regard to which
no statement was made, it appeared to,
him that the motion was one which
ought to be made in the interests of the
country. At any rate, every one would
agreo with him that they ought to-
have some definite way of auditing the
Secret Service Fund. The total amount
used for the purpose so fhr was
$130,000, and he thought that they
should, at least, lay down for the future
some general rule which should be
satisfactory to both sides of theHouse
and the country that the noney was
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devoted solely to the purpose for which
it was intended when voted by the
House.

Motion agreed to.

SMELT FISHERIES IN BATHURST
HARBOUR.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Mr. MITCHELL moved for copies of
ill Orders in Council, Rules and Regu-

lations made in relation to the smelt
fisheries in the harbour of Bathurst,
together withs all the correspondence
between the Department of Marine
and Fisheries and the Inspector of
Fisheries and other officers of the De-
partment, also with all persons inter-
ested in said Fisheries.

Motion agreed to.

POST OFFICES AT NOTRE DAME
DE GRACE AND ST E.

CUNÈGONDE.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. DESJARDINS moved for copies
of all petitions respecting the estab-
lishment of a Post Office at Notre
Dame de Grâce near Montreal, and of
another at Ste. Cunégonde, part of the
territory of the town of St. Henri in
the County of Hochelaga, recently
-erected into a separate municipality;
.also of all correspondence between the
parties interested and the Department
at Ottawa, including the reports of the
Post Office Inspector in Montreal in
relation thereto. He said that the
Post Office Department, to his know-
ledge, had not considered it désirable
to grant a post office-which had beon
petitioned for -to this important
municipality. Nevertheless, if he was
well informed, on petition last year of
a certain number of residents of Côte
'St.Antoine, which was situated near the
toll-gate at Montreal, a post office had
been immediately granted. The muni-
cipality of Notre Dame de Grâce
was located some two or three miles
from any centre of communication, and
at present its residents were obliged to
pust their letters cither at Montreal or
St. Henri, occasioning serious incon-
venience. If he had been properly
instructed, the Post Office Inspector
of Montreal had reported in favour of

Mr. Youna.

establishing a post office at this place,
and it had been hoped that the Pgst-
master-General would also grant the
municipality in question gratuitous
and bouse to house distribution. HIe
trusted that simple justice would be
done in the premises.

Motion agreed to.

INSOLVENT ESTATES.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Mr. YOUNG moved for any returas
which may be in position of the Gov-
ernment relating to the number of
failures, the assets and liabilities of In-
solvent Estates, and more particularly
of the number and character of the
compromises whieh have taken place
throughout Canada during the lasi
twelve months. He said he was not
sure whether the Department was in a
position to bring down the returns.
Ie understood that, last year, efforts

were made to collect all cases ofinsol-
vency and the amount of the estates
involved, and the amount paid in the
shape of dividends. Ifthe Department
was not in a position to bring down a
report this year, he trusted that the
systcm would be perfected so that
full returns might be made next year
of all such cases as took place through-
out the country. He believed one of
the Mercantile Agencies published a
statement of the kind he referred to,
which was said to be tolerably correct;
but it was easy to see that an official
statement from the official assignees of
the number of insolvencies, &c., would
be a great advantage to the trading
community. He did not know wheth-
er it was practicable to get a statement
of the number of compromises which
took place ; but, if it was possible, ho
would strongly urge thatsteps be taken
to get the return. The number of
compromises throughout the country
was very great, and they occurred very
frequently ; and he felt convinced that
a great deal of injury was being done
by them to solvent traders. In fact, the
large number of compromises had a
demoralizing effect upon the busines
of the country. If it were possible to
put some restrictions upon thern ho
would sustain such action. In the case
of a person failing, his stock might be
sold, and, as a rule, he went outof busi1
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ness; but the man who compromised
continued in business and unfairly
competed with solvent tradesmen.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said the
official assignees throughout the coun-
try had been asked to send to the
Department the very full information
asked for in the motion. Very fow of
them had sent returns, and the returns
that were sent were very imperfect and
had to be sont back to be corrected.
At present there was very little infor-
mation which could be brought down.
However, what returns were made
from time to time would be brought
down without any further motion.

Motion agreed to.

INTERtCOLONIAL RAILWAY
EMPLOYES IN NIORTH-

UMBERZLAND.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. MITCHELL moved for a return
of the resident employés on the Inter-
eolonial Railway within the County of
Northumberland, the date of their
employment, when they were located
or stationed in their present positions,
the nationalities of the several indivi-
duals, and the number of them which
were at the time of their appointment
residents of the said County, with the
rate of wages which they respectively
receive. He said the impression
prevailed in the county which he
represented, that the persons residing
there received very little consideration
at the hands of the Government in the
appointments on the Intercolonial
Railway, even in that part located in
the county of Northumberland. HFIe
had not given an ardent support to the
Government, and he really believed
this vas the reason that his conqti-
tuents were not fairly treated. Of
course, lie did not imagine that the
Government would oppose the motion.
H1e cared very littie whether they did
or lot.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I suppose my
hon. fiend only wants a return of the
r'egulatr staff, not the labouring mon.

Mr. MITCHELL: Just the regular
staff.

Motion agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICIALS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. McCARTHY moved for the
names of persons appointed to office
between the lst of January and the
7th of November, 1873, the names of
the officials whose salaries wore in-
creased during the same period; the
names of those so appointed whose
appointments were cancelled subse-
quent to the 7th November; a state-
ment showing whether the positions
which were filled up by those whose
appointments were cancelled have re-
mained unfilled or have been since
filled up, and, if so, when and by wbom;
and whether the salaries of those offi-
cials which were increased during the
period named have been since reduced
or ncreased. and showing the redue-
tion or increase in each office respec-
tively ? He said lie made the motion
in consequence of a statement that
the First -Minister made at a meet-
ing held in Whitby during the election
in South Ontario in 1876. The hon.
gentleman stated that:

" The new appointnents during that tinie
(froin 1st January, 1873, (o lst Julv,
1873,) were 230 in number, with annual
salaries amounting to $110,836; while the
salaries of 360 other officers were increased
to an amount of $38,881, beiug altogether
during that six inonths, a total increase to
the bnrdens of the people fron these officers,
of $149,717. But that was nothing to what
was done afterwards. After July 1st, they
knew tolerably well that their period for

naking appointients was fast drawing to a
close, and so they exerted themselves with
redoubled vigilance to discharge this portion
of their duty. . . . During this time, up
to November 7th-yot will recollect they re-
signed on November 6th-during this inter-
esting period in the history of that Adminis-
tration, they mde 374 new appointments,
with salaries of $147,353; increased 973
salaries at a cost of $104,841, being a total of
$252,214. We took the liberty to cancel
$52,286 worth of these appointmen s. I do
not include in these appontments those that
were made to ill vacancies, for tbey have to
be made any way. Of these there were 54,
with salaries of $35,312."

That statement was very possibly
literally true, and yet perhaps it at
the same time had the effect of creat-
ing a false impression not nierely on
the persons prosent at the meeting,
but on the whole country, for of
course a speech by sueh a distin-
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guished gentlemari as the First Minis-
ter of the Crown would be read gen-
erally. He (Mr. McCarthy) desired to
sec whether, as a matter of fact, these
appointments were properly or im-
properly made. If they were im-
properly made, then ho supposed it
would be the duty of the Government,
on obtaining the reins of power, to
have them cancelled. If they were
properly made, then it was no great
credit to the Government for having
them cancelled and the places simply
filled with different persons. The ex-
tract he had quoted was taken from
the Globe newspaper, and he presumed
was an accurate report of what was
said. He was surprised to see on
looking at the Public Accounts that,
while the expenditure for salaries in
1874, the first year in which any new
appointments could be made, was
$883,685; for the subsequent year it was
$909,265. He could not understand
how the old Government had increased
the burdens of the people as had been
stated by the First Minister, in face
of these figures, which went to show
that the ainount had increased under
his Administration. A great deat had
been heard about the importance and
necessity of hon. gentle.men who made
statements outside the Ilouse being
prepared to substantiate them inside
the House, and the First Minister lad
been one of the foremost in urging this
raie.

Motion agreed to.

NEW BRUNSWICK ORANGE
CORPORATION ACT.

IN-

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. COSTIGAN moved for a return
of copies of all correspondence and pro-
ceedings in Council regarding the
Orange Incorporation Act of New
Brunswick, passed in the Legilature
of that Province in 1875.

Mr. BLAKE said he supposed the
hon. gentleman meant any Orders in
Council, and not " proceedings in
Council." There was no correspon-
dence except the letter of the Lieuten-
ant-Governor, and there were also the
general Orders in Council dealing with
this Act and a number of other Acts.
There was no objection to the m pion,

Mr. MCCARTHY.

with the amendment he had suggested.
However, within forty-eight hours a
roturn was expected which would con-
tain the information asked for. Perhaps,
therefore, the motion had better be
withdrawn.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: This
Act was not reserved ?

Mr. BLAKE: No.
Motion, with leave of the House, with-

drawn.

POST-OPFICE AND CUSTOM-
HIOUSE BUILDINGS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. APPLEBY inoved for a return
shewing the number of Post Office and
Custom House buildings owned by the
Dominion, designating those buii.
since 1867; the names of the cities and
towns where the same are situate, with
the population of each at the last cen-
sus, and the amount of Customs, Post
Office and Inland Revenue respectively
collected at each place duringthe year
1875 and 1876.

Motion agreed to.

VOLUNTEER MILITIA.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. BOWELL moved for à return
giving the names of all the Deputy
Adjutant-Generals and Brigade-Majors
on the staff of the Volunteer Militia
Force of Canada on the first day of
January, 1876; the Districts in which
they were stationed; the date of their
appointments respectively; the length
of time they lad each served; the names
of those who have been removed fron
the staff; the date of such remnoval
and the names of those officers whIo
have been appointed Deputy-Adjutant-
Generals and Brigade-Majors since thec
first of January 1876; and the lengti
of time they have served in the Vo!
unteer Force of Canada before such
appointments were made.

Motion agreed to.

MAILS IN THE COUNTIES 0F
BEAUCE AND DORCH1ESTERZ.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. BLANCHET, in the absence of
Mr. ROULEAU, moved for copies of ail
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tho correspondence having reference
to the change of mail conductors
for the coun ties of Dorchester and
Beauce since the first of January, 1875;
and also the names of those parties
fr'om whom such contract was takon
away since that date, before the term
for whicl hey held such contract had
expired ; and and the names of those
parties who took their places.

Mr. HIUNTINGTON asked the hon.
member to amend his motion so as to
mnake its terms more explicit.

Mr. BLANCHET said Ihe hon.
member for Dorchester placed the
motion on the notice paper, no doubt,
on account of the change which had
taken place in the mode of transport-
ing the mails from QueLee to the
County of Beauce. The Kennebec
Uailway was opened for traffie in July,
1875, wheni the Government atdopted
that means for conveying fle mails. a
mail conductor being appointed on 1îe
trains. The hon. membor fr D}îr-
chester desired to obtain the rnines
of the party who band the con-
tracts and the namne or nanes of
the party or parties who were
appointed mail conductors on the Ken-
nebec Railway.

Mr. JUNTINGTON said the infor-
nation would be furnished.

Motion as anended, agreed to, as fol-
lows:-

Resolved---That an humble Addres- be pre-
eented to His Excellency, for copies of all the
correspoudence having reference to the
change of Mail Conductors on the Kennebec
Rai.way since the first of January, 1875 ;and aiso the names of those parties fronwhon
contracts were taken away since that date,
before the term for which had expired; and
also the names of those parties who took
their places.

ARICHAT WEST BREAKWATER.

MOTION FOR REPORTS AND PLANS.
fr. FLYNN moved for copie- of

reports and plans of breakwater at
Anchat West, in the county of Rich-
lond. Ie said the south-cast end of
the island which formed the harbour
of Arichat was connected by a narrow
leck Of land with the mainland.
omne years ago a heavy gale swept
t away and the harbour vas en-

tirely exposed. In 1865 the matter

was brought to the attention of
the Local Government, and a sum was
appropriated for the purposO of erect-
ing a breakwater from the island to
the mainland so as to form a harbour
again. The work was commenced in
186G, and 500 feet of the breakwater,
or less than one-half of the width of
the gap, was completed at the time of
Confederation. The work thon passed
into the hands of the Dominion Gov-
crnment, and he could not understand
why they had left it unfinished for so
long a period. Some years ago he
brougbt the subject before the notice
of the Minister of Public Wor'ks, and
an engrineer was subsequently sent
down to survey and report on the
work. That oflicer submitted a report
in the autumn of 1875, estimating the
cost of completing the breakwater at
about $12,000. Neither last Session
nor this Session was any sum placed in
the Estimates on'that account. The
work should be finished at once to pre-
vent the harbour from being destroyed.
Before the land was c: rried away the
water in the harbour was of sufficient
depth to accommodate vessels of 500
or 600 tons burthen, but, according
to the Engineer's report, the depth
had been reduced to twelve feet.
Arichat West was a place of consideîra-
ble importance, owning about forty
vessels, aggregating 8,000 tons, which
were engaged in fishing and general
business. It was also in the direct
line between the Strait of Canso and
Cape Canso, and was used as a place of
shelter by vessels plying between
those points. lie thought a less sum
than that estimated by the Engineer
would bo sufficient to complete the
breakwater, and he hoped the First
Minister would place an amount on
that account in the Supplementary
Esti maies.

Motioi agreed to.

NORTHERN RAILWAY ENQUIRY.

MOTION FOR INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMIS-
SIONERS.

Mr. ROBINSON moved for a roturn
of instructions given to the Commis-
sion to investigate into the affairs of
the Northorn Railway. IIe said the
motion to which he proposed to call
the attention of the Iouse was
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a counterpart of a notice placed upon
the paper by the lion. member for
North Oxford a week or ton days ago.
Unfortunately, or perhaps accidentally,
his hon. friend was not in the House
when the notice was called. As the
motion referred to a matter in which
the Northern Railway was concerned,
and as he was also personally interest-
ed in it, his name having been mention-
ed by the Commissioners in their re-
ports, ho naturally wishod to speak to
the notice placed on the paper by the
hon. member for North Oxford. He
was, however, rulod to have been ont
of order, on the ground that ho had not
asked leave of the hon. member to
move the moton in his absence.
Ilence it was that, being so much in-
terested in the question, ho had placed
a motion on the notice paper. le
hoped ho would not be charged with
discourtesy towards the hon. momber
for North Oxford. As the louse w;-
aware, a return had been sent dowî
from the Commissioners appointed to
investigate into the affairs of the
Northern Railway, in which return his
name was mentioned in the following
terms:-

" We find that various suns, amounting
together to $5,440.68, were paid out of the
railway funds for the election expenses of
the Honourable J. B. Robinson, as a candi-
date for the District of Algorna (the said
Robinson being at that time Presideut of the
Northern Raiiway Company), and that,
under Mr. Cumberland's direction, the said1
amount was thus charged in the books of
the said Company, viz.: one-third to " Con-
tinfgencies," one-third to "Parliamentary
Expenses," and one-third to " Legal Ex-
penses," in instalnents of one-twentv-fourth
per month,-making in all seventy-two
instalnents. We further find that the Hon-
ourable J. B. Robinson, whilst President of
the said Company, overdrew bis account to
the'extent of about $4,900, which suim is in
addition to the sum of $5,440.68 above men-
tioned, and is, -with interest, still unpaid."

What ho complained of was this-and
it was a point respecting which every
hon. member placed in his position
would complain-that the Commis-
sioners did not give him an oppor-
tunity to explain the items charged
against him. They did, however,
afford such an opportunity to gentle-
men of thoir own political stripe-Mr.
J. D. Edgar, Colonel Denison, and
Messrs. Wells and Gordon ; but ho was

Mr. RoBINsoN.

perhaps wrong in asking that the
same opportunity should bc given to
him. Nevertheless, the fact remained
that,though ho was as prominent as any
man in Toronto ii connection with the
construction of the Northern Railway,
as ho, when an alderman, submitted
the motion to the City Council which
resulted in the grant of $200,000,
though he had beon President of the
road during thirteen or fourteon years,
yet ho was not called before the Corn-
missioners, as might certainly have
been expected if there was any matter
connected with the Northern Railway
to bc investigated, especially when
some rumours had been circulated in
Toronto, perhaps by the Commissioners
themselves. Ie remained in Toronto
five weeks for the purpose of being ex-
amined by the Commissioners if any
charge existed against him, but he was
not examined, and. notwithstanding
that fact, the Con missioners tlhoîight
it was consistent with honest fair play
and honourable dealing to mention his
name in their report, although the
opportunity givel to others to explain
niatters was not afforded to him. It
was true that Mr. Curmberland, as
appeared from the report, referring te
the item regarding clection expenfses
in Algoma, was asked by the Attorney
General of Ontario: " was there anv
arrangement made before hand thal
Hiîr. Robinson's expenîses should be paim
by the company?' to which Mr. Cuma-
berland said: ' I invited Mr. Robinson.
being our President, to seok the seat o
Aigoma, and proposed to bim that i
ho did, we would pay the election ex-
penses."

Now, although perhaps Mr. CurnbeC
land said what ho thought was right
for one man to say of another, still he
would have infinitely preferred to htv
had the chance to explain his o"n
matters to the Commissioners. That
was what any one in his position, wouI
have liked to have had the opportu1ity
of doing. As ho had lot been afforded
such opportunity, ho vas forced, il,
vindication of hi msolf, to tell the Housc
and through the House to teli the
public, how it occurred that he w a'1
member for the district of Algoma,. O'.
rather, how ho became a candidate fn
that constituency in 1872. In that
ycar there was a general clection, am
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the late Mr. Crawford, late Governor
of the Province of Ontario, wrote to
him from his seat in the House of
Commons, asking him to become a
candidate for his seat as member for
West Toronto. He had made up his
mind that, having contested so many
elections and having an extensive
business at that time all to himself,
and being interested in several enter-
1)rises, he decided that ho would not be
a candidate for any constituency. He
wrote and told Mr. Crawford this. Mr.
Crawford came to Toronto. Of course,
there was considerable excitement, and
prominent mon of the party wOre dis-
eussing as to who should bo the
candidate. In the meantime, other
gentlemen, who thought they
would have an equally good chance
of being returned, urged their claims.
These claims came before a meeting
attended by fifty or sixty prominent
members of the party in Toronto, at
which meeting ho had the honour to
bc nominated chairman. le did his
part in reconciling the differences be-
tween the candidates, ho being at that
time, as far as Toronto was concerned,
entirely out of the running. The
excitement became greater, and lie felt
that ho might still be brought in to be
a candidate for the representation of
West Toronto, and so on the very next
day ho packed up his trunk and took
the steamer for the shores of Lake
Superior, at the same time informing
lis friend Mr. Crawford what ho had
done. Unfortunately for him, among
the places at which the steamer
stopped, was Sault Ste. Marie, a pro-
minent place in the district of Algoma.
When ho got on shore with other
gentlemen ho bard, much to bis
a1stonishment, that a meeting vas to
take place of the different committees
from parts of Algoma, to decide
whether they would or would not
approve of the re-nomination of Mr.
Cumberland. Unfortunately, perhaps,
for that gentleman, ho seemed to have
lost the confidence of his constituents;
at all events, they did nothesitate to tell him so. He
did not blame or attack Mr. Cutm-
berland on that account; other pro-

nent men occasionally lost the
SUpport and confidence of their con-
Stituents, and in this case it might

have been due to some local cause.
Mr. Cumberland's constituonts gave
him distinctly to understand that not
under any circumstances would they
vote for or return him. As he (Mr.
Robinson) had visited the district
during six or seven vears, and
had been a sort of pioncer,
being engaged in mineral enter-
prises, and as gentlemen interested
in Algoma knew it, the gentlemen
said, unfortunately for him: "l Here
is Mr. ]Robinson ; he is just the
gentleman we want, lot him be the
candidate." He told the people there,
as he had done in Toronto, that under
no circumstances would he become a
candidate for the representation of the
district of Algoma in Parliament.
But Mr. Cumberland was so anxious
on behalf of the Northern Railway
bond-holders that there should be some
representative of the interests of the
road in Parliament, that he not only
invited him to become a candidate,
as ho had said in his sworn testimony.
but entreated him, and at the moment,
having no time to consider the matter,
he became a candidate for the
district of Algoma. He had gone-
to the northern part of the district,
and being acquainted, as ho had
previously rnentioned, with a great
number of the early settlers, ho was
returned as member ; but ho had
not become a candidate-indeed he
would have been a fool had ho acted
otherwise---until it was fairly and
honourably understood on the part of
the Northern Railway and himself.
that lis exponses would be paid. Hle
had made a great sacrifice in the
interests of the bond-holders of the
road, and it was but just that this
should have been done. On this
understanding, ho became a candidate,
and now ho saw, for the first time, in a
paper sent to this Legislature, that the
expenses of this election amounted to
some $5,O00. He had not previously
known what they were; and ho could
excuse Mr. Cumberland, or any one
acting in the interests of this railway,
for taking that step, for the time had
corne when the Northern Railway
should be represented in Parliament;
and why? because different political
parties existed; and what was at pre-
sent the case? It had been a inatter
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of complaint that traffic passing over
this road to Lake Superior was carried
over the Collingwood lino of steamers
owing to political influence, and had
this traffic not now gone to Sarnia and
and other places ? And why? perhaps
because other gentlemen sitting in Par-
liamont were interested in other lines
of steamers, which were not as impor-
tant as the Collingwood hne, nor the
route takeri so well adapted for
the purpose as the Northern Rail-
way route. It had also been
said that his account had been over-
drawn to the extent of some $4,900.
It sufficed to say in this regard, that
he bad been the oldest officer of the
road, with which lie had been con-
nccted at the time of ils commence-
ment. The fact of his account having
been overdrawn Lad been first drawn
to his attention, he believed, in 1873,
by a very respectable old gentleman,
the accountant of the company, who
also said to him in a jocular way :-
" Mr. Robinson, if you don't look after
this, you will be getting into trouble
very probably some day." Large
items had been entered against him,
and the accountant had remarked on
that occasion :---" I know you don't
owe them, but still I think it just as
well for you to attend to the matter."
At the time, he was put out by the
treatment ho had received at the
hands of the company and the Gov-
ernment, and he had told Mr.
Hamilton, the aceountant, as perhaps
any other good-tempered man would
have done under the circumstances,
to attend to his own business, and ho
(Mr. Robinson) would attend to his ;
and gave the matter no further consi-
de tion until a year or so afterwards.
In 1875 ho was going up to Lake
Superior, when ho recollected the
caution given him by Mr. Hamilton,
and decided to look into his account,
well aware at the time that he did iot
owe it. le went to Mr. Cumberland,
vith whom he was not then on friendly

terns, and said to him: " Mr. C(um-
borland, [ am told that my account has
been overdrawn something like $4,500
or $4,600, and I want you to sit down
and write me a letter stating that I do
not owe it." Mr. Cumberland, after a
little hositation, complied, and this
lutter bu had suill in his possusion.

Mr. ROBINsoN.

Enquiry.

Several amounts had been charged
against him, with which he had no
more to do than any other hon. mem-
ber of the House, as far as his privait
accouit was concerned. Às he had
stated at the time, Mr. Hamilton might
as well have charged him with the cost
Of engines, or anything else. Mr.
Cumberland, in the course of the recent
enquiry, had been asked by Mr. Mowat
he believed, whether ho (Mr. Cumber
land) had had any conversation with
him about this account and the sun
he should have received as President,
and the answer bad been in the affiri-
ative, that the claims were for expendi-
turc made in the company's interest;
and that if he (Mr. Robinson) had re-
ceived the sane pay as Mr. Morrison,
when President of' the road, ho would
be a creditor instead of a debtor of the
company. If he had obtained the sanie
salary as Mr. Justice Morrison, who
was President when the road was
not earning one-third of what it earned
when ho occupied that position, this
would bave been the case. Hfe had
always contended that ho should have
received the same amount, and this
had been the understanding. The
road was to a great extent undor the
control of one man, Mr. Cumberland,
in the Interest of the bond-holders who
had invested in it some five or six mil-
lions, and this man, who had sworn
that le almost entirely controlled the
lino, lad bargained that ho should
receive the same salary that Mr. Mor-
rison had obtainod, and was there a1
bond-holder or a share-holder inToronto
who would not say that to this ho was
justly entitled ? -Re had been deeply
interested in the road from the very
outset; and, under the circunstance
he contended that there was no found-
ation for the charges which had been
laid at his door. He would have
given those explanations under
oath, but this privilege was denied
him by the political Commissioner's,
who, nevortheless, had exteided a
similar privilege to their politieal
friends. It had been said, some two or
three years ago, whon ho was turned
off the road for political reasons, that
his had been a political appointment.
Whether such information had been
given by friends of the Government or
not, he did not know, but it sufficed to
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say that this charge was inexcusable.
ie was the first man of all others in
Toronto who had called meeting after
meeting in favour of the construction
of this road. Hie had donc all one man

possibly could do in its interests, and
tinally he had succeeded. He had
secured a bonus of $200,000 from the
city of Toronto in favour of the line,
twenty-three years ago; and this
amount, compared with the thon avail-
able resources of the city, was equal to
$1,200,000 at the present time. It
would have pleased the Irish heart of
the Speaker if ho had been present at
some of the assemblages in question,-
rough meetings they were, and violent
was the contest, but the friends of the
project were not daunted, and by a ma-
jority of one, the City Council, of which
he was then a member, granted the
bonus ho had mentioned. The people
recognizing his services in this relation,
elected him a director. This hap-
pened twenty years ago, and yet, as
the excuse for turnmg him out of office
sonewhat recently, it had been averred
that he liad received his appointment
on political grounds. Then he had not
the honour of being acquainted with
Sir John Macdonald, who lived at
Kingston; and ho lad been told that
unless the $200,000 bonus had been
secured, the contractors would have
had nothing whatever to do with the
road. He had since pursued the course
Le had always had at heart in the in-
terests of the railway; and in 1860, lie
hiad introduced an Act placing the line
;n the position it atpresent occupied.
Wheneveri he had ar opportunity lie
had done service for the rond. As far
bk as 1863 he had a letter fron Mr.
Cumberland to the effect that ho had
fairly won his way to the Presidency;
and, when an attempt -was made in
that year' to interfere with his position,
Mr. Sandfield Macdonald wrote him a
letter, alluding to his services in alandsome way and expressing the
hope that he would retain the office.The right ion. member for Kingston,
WIo knew the services ho lad per-
for'med, alse wrote him a letter of sym-
pat n the subject. To charge him
wîthsuch an olfence was net fairnder the ircurastances. They might

Awell ])Ofer similar charges against. A. homson or George Laidlaw,

President of the Credit Valley Road.
He did not like to speak of himself in
this connection, but ho thought any
other hon. member placed in the same
position would have availed himself of
the same opportunity of putting him-
self right before the country. Why
should he not be treated with the same
courtesy as was accorded Mr. J. D.
Edgar, Mr. Wells, and Mr. Gordon.
The Commissioners said :

" In consequence of rumours that other
parties had received sums of money for im-
proper purposes out of the funds of the
Northern Railway Conpany, and that Mr.
J. D. Edgar had" been the recipient of sonie
for his election expenses, it was considered
proper to have Messrs. Cumberland and
Edgar examined in relation thereto."

They charged him (Mr. Robinsoi)
with having done certain things, but,
although thoy knew he was ready and
willing, they would not examine him.
Stili, the slurs and insinuations of the
report were not calculated under the
circumstances to destroy the good naie
and respectability of any man. AI-
though the report was only six nonths
old in the city of Toronto, whoro ho was
well known,it was already covered with
the dust of ages-no one believevi ihe
charges contained therein. 1f, durîing
the twenty years of'his services, lie lad
been rewarded as well as the gentle-
man lie had referred to, ho would have
had $100,000 to bis interest in the road
at this moment. le thanked the
House for extending to him the court-
esy which the Commission did not
think it right to extend, and excusei
himself to the hon. member for North
Oxford for his apparent discourtesy in
taking advantage of' the resolution to
make this explanation. As the papers
asked for were already before th-
Hiouse, and the motion lad afforded
him an opportunity to make this ex-
planation, lie would ask leave to with-
draw it.

Mr. BLAKE: The lion. gentleman
cannot do that, ho must have his,
answer.

Mr. iROSS (Middlesex) said before
the motion was withdrawn there were
two or three other ratters connected
with the report to which he wished to
call the attention of the louse. He
was sure they were all glad to hiear
from the hon. member foir West
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Toronto the evidence which that hon.
gentleman would have liked to have
given elsewhere. The right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston had repeatedly told
the House that the money expended
in connection with the election of 1872
was given to assist promising young
candidates, and he was glad to hear
that the hon. member for West Toronto
was not one of those promising young
candidates. But the hon. gentleman
had a liberal fund to draw from, as they
found he was the recipient of not far
from $6,000.

Mr. ROBINSON: I was not the
rocipient.

Mr. ROSS said the money was spent
in an election in which the hon. gen-
tieman was a candidate, and he might
apply it whichever way it suited. He
was aware for the first time to-day
that the Northern Railroad was par-
ticularly anxious to be represented on
the floor of the House. As he under-
stood parliamentary representation, he
thought it was the constituencies, the
people of the country, who were repre-
sented, and not corporations. Of course,
ho was young and inexperienced
in political life, but ho was surprised
to hear the hon. gentleman state that
Mr. Cumberland was very anxious ho
should have a seat in the House in the
interest of the Northern Railway Com-
pany, particularly as it was known the
corporation was indebted to the Gov-
ernment at that time. This admission
placed parliamentary representation
on a new basis to him, and he hoped
that there were not many hon. gentle-
men in the louse who, when they
spoke the truth, would bo obliged to
to make suêh an admission. He had
no reason to follow closely the remarks
of the hon. member for West Toronto,
but ho would make some other en-
quiries in regard to other statements
in the report. Among other things,
the sum of $1,000 was paid out of
the funds of the Company for stock in
the Mail newspapor. This was an
interesting item. He could understand
how the Northern Railway Company
would be very anxious to enlist the
services of a gentleman of the respect-
ability of the hon. member for West
Toronto, and how the corporation would
be willing to allow the hon. gentleman

Mr. Boss.

to overdraw bis account to the extent
of $4,000 or $5,000, but why they
should subsidize the .Mail and not
be equally liberal to other newspapers
in the Dominion he failed to see. But
the liberality of the Company did not
stop there. The report stated:

" We further find that a sum of $2,500,
charged in the books of the Northern Rail.
way Company to the Hon. D. L. Macpherson,
was not money due to or by that gentlemian,
or for wLich the Company had receivedi,
or was to receive, value; but was a subscrip.
tion paid by Mr. Cumberland to the said
Hon. D. L. Macpherson, as Treasurer of a
fund raised as a testimonial to the Rigb]
Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald."

This was the climax of the liberality
of the company. In the first place,
the company must have a Presideni
who was able to engineer things so as
to get $200,000 from the corporation
of Toronto; secondly, they .required a
President who understood his private
accounts so well that ho was quite able
to overdraw to the extent of $5,000 and
not know it; thirdly, it was necessary
to have a President whose capacity for
public business was so notable that it
would pay to subsidize his election es-
penses to the amount of$6,000; fourthly,
they subsidized a newspaper in To-
ronto for, he would do them the
credit of supposing, the interests of the
corporation; and, lastly, understanding
the valuable services of hon. members
of this louse, they donated $2,500 by
way of a testimonial to one of the
public men of Canada. He could
appreciate liberality from whatever
source it came, and ho was sure the
right hon. member for JÇingstO"
received that item in the testimOnfl
fund as one of the highest COmphli-
ments. For an individual to subscribe
was a small matter, but for a large
corporation, represented by the bol]
member for West Toronto, Was agret
thing, especially when it vas donc 0

quietly, and only a privat e
made of the transaction. That was
repeated, the climax of liberalitY, pal"
ticularly when they added the addi
tional fact that the road was preteud
ing to be bankrupt, and was apPealing
to the Governmont for relief fromt
proper and legal obligations.

- It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
the chair.
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After Recess.

Mr. OLIVER resumed the debate.
le said that when Mr. Speaker left
the chair at six o'clock, he was about
to explain why ho had not moved bis
motion with reference to the North-
ern iRailway,which he had put upon the
notice paper two weeks ago. In the
ordinary way be asked for certain
information which lie believed it was
very desirable that the House and the
country should see. The day after lie
put it on the paper, that information
was brought down to the House, and,
as a consequence, he did not proceed
with the motion. The object he had
in view was accomplished, and there-
fore he allowed the notice to drop
-when it -was called. If his hon.
friend from West Toronto had given
him the slightest intimation, or the
slightest hint that ho dcsired to rise
and explain, he would have allowed
him an opportunity on that motion.
But the hon. gentleman seemed to
take it for granted, and perhaps he
was correct, that when the motion
was reached ho would have moved it.
The House had beard the hon. gentle-
man's justification for accepting bis
expenses in the Algoma election. No
doubt the explanation was satisfactory
to the bon. member, but he doubted
whether it would be satisfactory to
the people of this country. By the re-
Port brought down it appeared that
the hon. gentleman was President
of the road at the time; and he had
every opportunity of knowing, and no
doubt he did know, the financial con
dition of the company at the time ho
ran for Algoma. He knew that the
Railway Company was offering to the
county of Simcoe five cents upon the
dollar for the stock it had; that Toronto
was offered frorm five to ten cents forits stock, and that the Government was
offered about seventeen cents upon its
stock. Yet the hon. gentleman allowed
the Managing Director to use $6,000
cf the funds of this bankrupt institution
o pay his election expenses in Algoma.
It ws Well known that the road was8liciting the Government to take$500,000 for the sum of $3,00o0,O0 due

lo the People of this country by that
torpration. It would be interesting
t the 11ouse and country if a copy of

one of the hon. gentleman's eloction
speeches could be obtained. No doubt
ho said he had sacrificed bis personal
interests in accepting the position,
and that, through his influence, navi-
gation of the lakes would be improved,
and lighthouses would be orected. But,
according to the confession of the hon.
gentleman, ho was not the representa-
tive of the District of Algoma, but of
the Northern Railway, A query here
suggested itself-Why did this railway
require a gentleman of the ability of
the hon. member for West Toronto to
represent it in the House while other
public corporations did not require a
representative? It must have been to
promote the interests of the rail-
way and not the interests of
Algoma, and to induce the Gov-
ernment of the day to compromise
with the Northern Railway by taking
seventeen cents in the dollar on the
amount due. The hon. gentleman had
stated that the dust of ages had rested
upon the report. le (Mr. Oliver) was
satisfied that the dust of a month or
the dust of a day did not rest upon the
copy which the hon. gentleman had in
his hand, to judge by its appearance
across the floor of the louse. It must
have been perused time and again, and
every item marked. The dust of ages
did not rest upon it, and the hon. gen-
tleman would find the next time he
presented himself to the electors, that
lie would be asked to explain why lie
took this $6,000 of the funds
of the Northern Railway. One
thing struck him (Mr. Oliver) very
forcibly in reading over the report,
and that was in reference to the way
in which the account was entered. If
this was a straightforward, above-
board, honourable transaction, why
was this $6,000 not charged to an
account for election expenses ? Why
was it hidden in other accourts? Mr.
Cumberland directed that one-third
should be charged to contingencies,
one-third to parliamentary expenses
and one-third to legal expenses, in
instalments of one twenty-fourth per
month, making in all seventy-two
instalments. Why was the account
h'dden under these three heads,if it was
a transaction which the shareholders
should become aware of ? Ie did not
desire to enter into the other amounts
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that were spent, and he would not have
entered into this had not the hon.
member for West Toronto brought it
up. But ho had nothing to do with
the other amounts which were spent
for objects foreign to the railway, as he
understood the Northern Railway had
p aid the Government all that it could

legally called upon to pay. As a
consequence, they had nothing further
to do with'the railway. But it was in.
teresting to knov that these public cor-
porations throughout the length and
breadth of the country contributed so
largely towards the election of hon.
gentlemen sitting opposite.

Mr. ARCIIBALD said it seemed to
him a matter of regret that the ex-
planations of the bon. mem ber for West
Toronto were niot taken before the
Commissione rs appointed in the
matter. The Commission certainly
required the explanations to make a
perfect report, as, before they were
made, there might bave been a doubt
as to the constituency which the bon.
gentleman represented in 1873, but
with them there could be no doubt that
the hon. gentleman really represented
the Northern Railway and not the
constituency ol the district of Algo-
ma. le sympathised with the
hon. gentleman in the way ho was
souglt after. In order not to re-
present West Toronto he was obliged to
take bis flight to Algoma, and directly
he set his foot in the village of Sault
Ste. Marie he was pressed, not to repre-
sent the District of Algoma, but the
Northern Railway. While the item
with regard to the Northern Railway
was very interesting, there were two
or three other very interesting items.
One of these was $1,000 invested as
stock in the Mail newspaper. They
all knew that about 1871 or early iii
1872 there was a good deal of anxiety
expressed for the establishment of a
newspaper in Toronto to support the
Liberal Conservative cause. It might
reasonably be expected that gentle.
men who held opinions ii accord with
the Liberal Conservative party would
subscribe liberally, but he did not see
what the Northern Railway had to do
with the ]ail newspaper. Nominally,
the amount was charged to the adver-
tising account, but it was in evidence
that it was not expeeted that one

Mr'. OLIVER.

single dollar would be repaid by war
of advertising. Another remarkabfe
entry was that of $2,500 towards the
testimonial for the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston. Under ordiri.
ary circumstances, had that right
hon. gentleman not been in the
Ilouse, there might have been nothing
wrong in contributing to that iund ; bit
there was something wrong in the
money being taken without the con.
sent of the directors or those largelY
interested, for the purpose of adding it
to a sum to be given to a gentleman of
considerable political eminence in this
eountry. Wrong as it was under such
circumstances, it was still more wrong
when that hon. gentleman occupied the
position of leader of the Governmeir
at the time, and when the Northern
Railway expected to be a suppliant t
the Government for certain favours.
He thought these three items bore a
very strange look indeed.

Mr. BLAKE said it was nccessa,î
in order that they might fully appre-
elate the position in which the Hlouse
stood on this occasion, and in which
gentlemen whose names had been
mentioned in relation to the payniel
stood, that they should recall to thei'
recollection something as to what the
position of the Northern Railway wae
at the time of Confederation and since;-
At the time of Confederation, as
anterior to that, the Northern RiaihnàV
was indebted to the old ProvincC O
Canada in two separate suns, which
had been separate by reason of a pner
legislation. The first was in the sumi"
of £50,000 of second preference bond'
and the second sum was £475,000 f)j
which the Government held a heu,
with interest, on the railWay. Te
way in which they became separil
was this:-The original sum thad bee
the first lien on the road altogethe
but, by the patriotic and disinteres
exertions which the lion memnber 1'
West Toronto had described -
hon. gentleman must have been s
that there was not some one cIse t>
panegyrize him-this lien wfaP 0

poned, and was put to a compUratîjû
low position and as part 0f '00
transactions it Vas that the £0')
was secured to the Governlment by 
second preference bonds. Ther,
a series of first preference bonds
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series of second preference bonds;
aid then there was this lien of
£4m5,000, that was to be paid by the
irnings of the Company after paying

'Îhe woriking expenses. At Confeder-
ation, those assets, with large arrears
of intcrest, became the property of
Canada; and from that time the
Northern Railway was a frequent ap-
jieant for legislative assistance. In the

'ery first Session of the Canadian Par-
anient,1 heNorthernRailway Company

had applied for legislative aid, and ob-
taired it to a very considerable extent.
t secured the power to issue £50,000

nf what were called 3 A bonds, and
£50,000 of what were called 3 B bonds,
1,th taking precedence of the Govern.
m!ent lien, thtis postponing this lien still
further by the amount of £100,000

erling, or an interest charge of £6,000
*terlin(rayear. This was the operation

the Company during the first Session
f Parliament after Confederation ; a

dUbt tolerably insecure at that time was
male, he nced hardly say, very much
WOisc by the postponement which had
aken place, of interest charged with
respect to that debt of £6,000 a year.
Tiis Act, while it brought the railway
mider the legislative authority of the
Parliament of Canada, albo provided
specifièally for the distribution of its
earnings, and provided, in short, that
after the payment of the working ex-
Penses and interest on the different
classes of bonds to which he had refcr-
red-the First Preference, Second
Preference, 3 A and 3 B-its earnings
Žnould be applied to the payment of
the interest on the Government lien.
There was then a statutory charge
IIeshly created in favour of the Gov-
ernment-post)oned it was true to the
extent of £6,000 a year-but still afresh statutory charge in favour of the
Government was postponed for the in-
telest on the lien; and the earnings of

e Company were first consecrated forhe payment of the working ex-penses, the prior interest charges,
ad the interest on this lien.The company, which for a long timetiad Continued in arrears with regardIo the payment of the interest on theienh need hardly say, so remained
Tharrears. It was difficult to meet it.The company, nominally a company,ad one supposed to be controlled by

the shareholders, was really under
pri or legislation a Company con trolled
by prior bond-holders, whose interest
it was, of course, to have the road kept
in as good a condition as possible, and
to secure the paymont of their interest.
Beyond that, they had no direct pecu-
niary interest. This ultimate disposi-
tion of the profits; what might have
been donc with them; what salaries
were paid to the President, &c. ;
at what price, for what considera-
tion and to what extent mem-
bers of Parliament might be
retained or engaged in elections, &c.,
were considerations of which these
bond-holders were disposed to take a
large and liberal view, bocause the
surplus assets of the company, beyond
the payment of their interest, was not
theirs. They had nothing to do with
these things, which belonged only to
tho country, and, if out of the country's
funds these expenses could be paid, and
everything made very smooth and
pleasant, the bond-holders would not
lose. This state of things continued
froni 1868 all the way down to 1871,
and at this time, as was very well
known had been the case before the
company sought to obtain what Mr.
Cumberland in his evidence before the
Royal Commission called a new Capital
Account, and the convenience of having
such an account w-as demonstrated in
this evidence. Sundry awkward items
were put into suspense-although in
bis opinion the creators of, rather than
these awkward items themselves,should
have been suspended--and were
obligod to remain in suspense until a
new capital account was opened, when
they were quietly buried. For these
and other purposes, Mr. Cumberland
said they had for years been struggling
for such an account. Such were the
relations of this company to the Gov-
ernment and the Parliament when the
transactions referred to by some of his
hon. friends took place. The company,
o wing these large sums to the Govern-
ment, paid no particular interest on
on the lien whatever, and was con-
trolled by the bond-holders, who had,
as he had already said, no pecuniary
interest in it after the dividends
were paid, and was managed
under their directions by Mr.
Cumberland, and the hon. mem-
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ber for West Toronto as President of
the road. In that state of things it
appeared by the evidence that a person
then and now a member of the other
branch of the Legislature applied,
early in 1871, to the Managing Director
of the Railway Company for a contri-
bution to a testimonial, which was
then being got up for the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, then a member of
this House as he still was, and then
Prime Minister of Canada, which he
now was not. Under these circum-
stances, the contribution was asked
for and was given; and the sum was
$2,500, as the Commission reported,
and if these allegations were correct
-of course they were open to dispute
and question. This $2,500 was taken
out of the monies which sbould under
the law have been paid to the Govern-
ment, and which formed a portion of
the earnings that were applicable to-
wards the payment of the interest on
the lien, and which by Act of Parlia-
ment should have been so applied. It
had been taken out of the country's
funds by persons who had no right so
to do, and ho held the hon. member
for West Toronto responsible as
the then President of the com-
pany, as much as Mr. Cumberland,
for that operation. Either the hon.
member knew of it, or he ought to
have known of it. It seemed, more-
over, that this hon. gentleman had
received money for his services as
President of the company; that this
remuneration had not been sufficient,
and that for these services lie claimed
the modest sum of $100,000, to be paid
out of the funds of the Company. With
such assiduons attention as the hon.
member for West Toronto claimed to
have paid in bis position of President
of the Company, to its arrangements,
ho hardly supposed-as indeed the
evidence of Mr. Cumberland led them
to think-that the hon. momber was
not aware of the fact of the proposed
addition to the testimonial then being
collected fbr the hon. member for
Kingston. That was done, the sum
was paid, the assets of the Company
applicable to the payment of the lien
were by so much reduced, and
the hon. Senator no doubt applied
the sum to the purposes named.
That sum, however, owmng to the little

Mr. BLAKE.

difficulty to which ho had referred
-these were awkward items which it
did not do to set down in plain black
and white-was put in suspense, and
poor Mr. MePherson was represented
to owe to the Northern Railway Con-
pany this $2,500; and so it continued
until the goal of all hopes had been
attained, and the capital account had
been achieved, when it was debited to
the very appropriate item-Municipal
Bonus and Government Subsidies
Expenses. To what Government and
to what expenses were questions he
left for others to answer; but there
they found this item its resting place,
and there it still remained. Time
rolled on; he would pass over the
Session of 1871 and the Session of 1872,
and come to the general elections about
which the hon. member for Kingston
evinced considerable anxiety, and with
reference to which his exertions were
recorded, in speeches and in writings,
and his difficulties with reference to
Ontario particularly, and about which
topie, the hon. gentleman in alnost
touching language,' in his ovidence
before the Royal Commission, pointed
out how desperate his situation was,
how beset with enomies, and how es-
sential it was to obtain assistance, not
morely from local friends, but also from
that great friend of the Conservative
Party, at that time, Sir Ilugh Allail.
The hon. gentleman then pointed out
that he had called for assistance from
various quarters, and, as appeared fronlg
the evidence taken before the R1oy1
Commission, these demands were re-
sponded to by Mr. Cumberland himsell
Mr. Cumberland was asked " YoU took
part in the elections in Ontario did
you not? A.-I did. In Toronto aud
the vicinity ? A.-Yes.
you subscribe towards the ele-
tions in Ontario ? A.--I helpel
in the elections pecuniarily. ,yr
Cumberland did not reply simply 7
but said that he holped in the e1ecton'
pecuniarily, They now knew how her
supposed. They saw that Mr. Cumbe-
land identified himself, and justlYh eo
very large extent-with the Nhortso
Railway Company, which was in the
sort a corporation-and helped ila bb
elections pecuniarily. Mr. Cumberan
was aliso asked: ''In subscribil ot'ou
elections did you consider that yO
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were in any way recompensing the
Government for any interest in this
railway ?" (the Pacifie, not Northern)
A.-Certainly I did not; I subscribed
and paid as a member of the party."
There was proven in the evidence given
a little before that the hon. member for
Kingston was on intimate terms with
Mi. Cumberland ; that the bon. gentle-
man had applied to him to become a
director of the Pacifie Railway;
that Mr. Cumberland was unwilling
personally to so far make a sacrifice of
himself-he (Mr. Blake) believed that
this was the appropriate phase-as to
put his name in the hands of the hon.
member for Kingston; that the Govern-
ment gave him carte blanche, and that
ho (Mr. Cumberland) at last consented
to impose upon himaself the trouble, toil
and sacrifice and ail the other losses in-
cidental to becoming one of the direc-
tors of the Canadian Pacifie Railway;
that they were on these intimate terms,
and that, under these circumstances,
Mr. Cumberland, as a member of the
hon. gentleman's party, subscribed and
paid money towards the elections.
Well, time rolled on; the elections were
still more warmly contested, and the
hon.member forWest Toronto,as an hon
gentleman had observed, finding him-
self surrounded by evil ones in his own
Constituency, fled to Lake Superior. The
hon. member felt that he could not re-
sist their solicitations and that he
would b forced against hiniself to
contest West Toronto. lie did not
choose to do so, and so went north-
wards, but, unfortunately, whereverthe
hon. gentleman went, he still found
constituencies eager to possess his ser-
vices; and having escaped by flight,-
he (Mr. Blake) did not say that it was
ignominious-but by sudden and hasty
filight, and endeavoured to place some
thousand miles of fresh water between
him and Toronto ; he landed on the
rocky shore of Algoma, and at once
was the man for the hour. Tho hon.
g.entleman did not find it easier to re-
sist the small number of persons who
Would surround him at one spot in AI-
goma, a constituency which, large and
"mPortant as it was territorially, was
not Possessed of a great many votes,and at that time, many persons couldflot have congregated together to ex-
ercise that influence over the hon.

gentleman, of which he was so afraid
in Toronto, still lie resisted; but
at length he yielded to the earnest
representation of Mr. Cumberland,
who, as the hon. gentleman had told
them, with a frankness admirable in
itself, impressed on him the eminent
importance of the Northern Railway
Company having a representative in
Parliament. The electors of Algoma
had lost confidence in Mi. Cumberland;
possibly they had found that he was
not the representative of the constitu-
encies, but the representative of the
Railway Company, but at all events, a
new, fresh man was to be brought for-
ward, not to be elected for Algoma,
but as the representative of theRailway
Company; and the man who was flee-
ing from Toronto and who was avoid-
ing the honour of being elected for a
constituency in the metropolis of the
West, was brought forward as a free
and independent member, according
his support to the hon. gentlemen
opposite. The electors of Algoma
were naturally induced to be-
lieve that they were electing a
member to represent them, while all
the time the hon. gentleman's moving
cause had beei what ? It was not
ambition to enter Parliament, and it
was not ambition to represent the
people, for he did not want to repre-
sent the noble constituency which that
night must teel honoured in having
him as their representative, but it was
because the Northern Railway Com-
pany wanted to have a representative
in Parliament, because lie wished to
sustain the hon. member for Kingston,
and tell that hon. gentleman that there
was a member foi the company in the
louse at its back in the negotiations
which that company had for years
endeavoured to force on the Govern-
ment of this country. He would not
call these false pretences, because they
were assented to by the hon. member for
West Toronto--and because he supposed
the term was not parliamentary-but
under these pretences, by whatever
parliamentary name they might be
characterized - that hon. gentleman
went before the people of Algoma.
The hon. gentleman then, no doubt,
lauded the efforts of the hon. member
for Kingston; stated that, with a due
measure of independence, which every
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member, at any rate during his election,
reserved to himself, ho would support
the hon. member for Kingston; and de-
nounced his opponent as a person de-
sirous of subverting that hon. gentle-
man, and destroying the Conservative
party. But no doubt the hon. gentle-
man did not tell these electors that he
was going to Parliament to represent
a railway corporation, by which his
expenses would be paid out of monies be-
longing not to them but to the people
of this country; and those electors
would hoar with very great surprise
that this was a fact; that money had
boen fraudulently and dishonestly ap-
plied to the payment of these expenses.
But the hon. gentleman now declared,
-and they had recently hoard a great
deal of' the saie sort of thing-that he
did not know how much was spent on
that action. He (Mr. Blake) found
from M1organ that the hon. gentleman
then polled :00 votes procisely, and
conseqently, as the expenses paid out
of the public purse, of whiéh the hon.
gentleman and -Mr. Cumberland were
trustees, exceeded $5,440, his votes
cost the hon. gentlemen $18 per head.
He had heard that the hon. gentleman
at that time had a steamer, in which
ho -was going from port to port and
from point to point in his consti-
tuency; and he saw that in the details
of the account, there was an entry of
$700 or $800 for a steamer. The
amount might he larger; but so it
was. The hon. member for Algoma
had his election expenses paid by the
company of wbich he was the Presi-
dent to the tune of $18 per head for
every vote polled, out of the moneys
which, as his solemn, statutory duty,
he should have applied towards the
paymont of the debt due to this country
by that company, which the hon. gen-
tleman came toParliament to represent.
The hon. member for Kingston had been
the recipient of atestimonial, of which
the $2,500, as the hon gentleman from
West Middlesex had said, must have
been a most gratifying item. Having
succeeded in securing the roturn of so
devoted a follower as the hon. gentle-
man, the hon. member for Kingston was
called upon shortly afterwards to con-
sider the proposition of the company.
In 1871,,this company obtained the
passage of an Act authorizing them to

31r. BLAKE.

lease other lines, and it contained an
express clause inserted, he believed, at
the instance of his hon. friend on the
Railway Committee, though for this
ho did not vouch, declaring that the
rank of the Government lien should
not thereby be altered. In 1872,
anotber Act was passed, legalizing the
leases taken under the Act of 1871,
and, in addition, authorizing the
Company to issue and guarantee
a rather larger amount of new deben-
tures on account of the leased lines
under thoir direction, and providing
that the interest on these debentures
should also be charged as part of the
working expenses of the Company;
those working expenses which, as he
had already stated, had been by the
prior Acts doclaredprior in the distribu.
tion of the earnings. The Northern
Railway, continued Mr. Blake, wasthus
permitted practically to add another
large burden in preforonce to the
Government lien. In the Session of
1873, the hon. member for the North-
ern Railvay Company, fresh from the
electoral honours he had won in
Algoma, and truc to that mission ho
now informs us he had undertaken in
Parliament, introduced a Private Bill
for the company, proposing te reor-
ganize its capital and settle the Gov-
ernment lion. Objection was taken to
a private iember undertaking to
settle a Governmont debt, and, in that
Session, the Government came down
with a policy which, between the 187-
elections and the Session of 1873, they
had determined upon. Notwithstand-
ing the conduct of the Railway Con-
pany in paying this sum of $5,000 or
$6,000 to elect the hon. member for
AIgoma to sit in this House and sup-
port the Government, they proposed
that the lien on the Northern Railway
Company and the £50,000 second pre-
ference bonds and £50,000 third Bs,
which had just been issued, should be
wiped out altogether for a lump sum of
half a million dollars. That proposal
was brought down by Mr. Tilley; but it
was resisted, notably by ny hon.
friend from Lambton, as entirelY too
favourable to the Company; and, whon
it was shown that it would not bo per-
mitted to pass without strenuous
opposition, it was withdrawn- So the
hon. member for the companY, flt
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withstanding the cordial support of the
member for Kingston, and that bon.
geentleman's readiness to settle these
millions of dollars for half a million, in
consequence of the exertions of' my
hon. friend from Lambton, did not
succeed, and the scheme was dropped.
In 1875, under the régime of my hon.
friend, a new Bill was introduced,
based on other considerations and pro-
posed on an entirely different view
altogether. In this case, as in
1873, the member for Algoma was a
supporter of the Government, though,
of course, his views might have been
different if he had been a member for
the Railway Company. That Bill
proposed that the lien should be satis-
lied on payment of £100,000 sterling,
with all the arrears of interest on the
second preference bonds, the Govern-
ment retaining the second preference
bonds for £50,000, which were stated
by Mr. Tilley to be worth almost par,
and the third preference B bonds, the
value of which is not so easily ascer-
tained because they are not quoted,
together with some £20,000 more of
ilterest. The time was extended to
November last, and up to that timo
the Government had received sorne
8560,000 in hard cash, besides retaining
£50,000 sterling, worth from 93 to 95
in the market, or practically equal to,
stock, and the third B's with $30,000
arrears of interest on them. So ihe
result of that settlement was not so
favourable to the company as that
proposed when the hon. mem ber for
Kingston was supported by the hon.
mem ber for the company. Practically,
we have received more than twice as
mîucl money for this debt as the hon.
member for Kingston asked Parliament
to agree to. Yet hon. gentlemen op-
Posite have complained, if not in the

oise, Out of it ; their organs have
complained; I have seen it made es-
l)cially a source of complaint in the
Province of Quebec, that such an un-
favourable settlement for the country
Should have been made with the com-rany; while hon. gentlemen are try-

.Dlg to bring back to power, as First\mister, the gentleman who tried to
lduce Parliament to take loss than

one-half the sum.
Mr. MASSON: It is probably be-

eaus 0he has other qualities.

Mr. ROBITAILLE : He did not
press it.

1Mr. BLAKE: No; my hon. friend
stated at a late stage of the Session that
it would be opposed, and the hon. gen-
tleman preferred the termination of
the Session to the interests of the
company. The hon. gentleman agrees,
that lit was an indefensible proposal,
but he assoilzies the hon. gentleman
from Kingston because he did not
press the indefensible proposal. The
present scheme was carried, I think,
without opposition.

Mr. BOWELL : No ; I objected to al
the propositions.

Mr. BLAKE: Was there a division?
Mr. BOWELL : It was carried on

division.
-Mr. BLAKE : I amn aware of the

lion. gentleman's extrome objection.
I have no doubt the hon. gentleman
would rather accept half a million from
the member for Kingston than
$1,100,000 from ny hon. friend fron
Lambton.

Mr. BOWELL: That is a mistako
also. You had better stick to facts.

Mir. BLAKE: I am also at liberty
to express an opinion. That is mv
opinion; I maintain it. I have pointed
out what the relations of this company
were to the publie during this whole
time. I was a supporter of the pro-
posed settlement of my hon. friend from
Lambton. I had myself made an in-
dependent examination, so far as I
could, froni the reports of this company
and other inquiry into the subject, and
I was satisfied that that sum was as
much as we could expect the company
to bc able to raise, and that if we asked
more they would fail; if loss, we would
be asking less than would be due to
the country. But I shiould not have
dreamed of' supporting that or any
other proposition for the settlement of
that debt if I had known what Parlia-
ment knows to-day, that the funds,
which should have been applied during
these long years of bankruptcy,
towards paying off this debt had
been grossly and dishonestly em-
ployed, as they are proved to have
been. Iad I been aware that a single
shilling had been applied to buy
electors to return members to support
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the hon. member for Kingston, had I
been aware that a single shilling had
been applied to give testimonials to the
hon. member then First Minister, I
should have asked for a searching en-
quiry into all these transactions to sec
what had become of all this money,
and whether some part of it could not
be paid into the public Exchequer be-
fore the settlement of the debt. I do
not believe that this Parliament, or
even the Parliament in which the hon.
member for Terrebonne, -who cheers
me, was a supporter of the Govern-
ment, would have condoned the appli-
cation, under the head of " D. L. Mac-
pherson," "legal expenses," " contin-
gencies," "Parliamentary expenses,"
&c.,-the disnonest and fraudulent ap-
plication of sums belonging to the
company to purposes w'hich those who
paid them were afraid to avow. The
hon. gentleman objected to the form
of that entry. I agree that in part it
is wrong, but his censure is too swop-
ing. As to " legal expenses," I do not
know whether the member for the
company was also the lawyer for the
ceompany, and I agree that the Manager
and President did in that err and
authorize the entry of a wrong item.
As to " contingencies," we know what
an elastie term that is. The hon. gen-
tleman seems to think that all natural
and proper. Did no blush mantle bis
cheek as he spoke ? He may perhaps
believe it was a proper thing for a
railway company, whose whole assets
were due to the Government, to pay
for the support of the return of a mem-
ber to sustain a party which it was the
true intereit of the country to main-
tain in power. I have said the entry
of " legal expenses " is wrong and that
of "contingencies" questionable, but
as to the third item ho was too harsh
when ho characterized that as a mis-
take. It is for "Parliamentary expen-
ses." I appeal to the hon. member
for West Toronto whether it is not
fair to charge as a "Parliamentary
expense " the return of a member for
the company. If the whole had been
put down as "Parliamentary expenses,"
the item would be as honest as the day.
I hope he will modify bis censure on that
item and agree with me that the return
of a member for the company to Parlia-
mentis a Parliamentary exponse. This

Mr. 3A n.

subject deserves the attention and con-
sideration-ofthis Hlouse. If members of
this House are to receive the funds due
to the publie by corporations, which,
under the Statute, are bound to apply
these funds in the payment of the pub-
lie debt, if the President of a railway
company, occupying a situation in
which ho was himself bound to see that
the money was properly applied, shall
accept a payment of this large sum of
money towards the expenses of hi,,
return to Parliament, and if Parlia-
ment, having it brought to its notice,
shall not pass upon it, I think Parlia-
ment will have failed to have donc its
duty. I do not think the circumstance
is one we can avoid passing upon. I
hink the payment out of tho funds of
his Company-

Mr. BOWELL: Or any other fund?
Mr. BLAKE: Certainly; .but there

are degrees of guilt. It is a graver
crime for the Pre.-ident of a company
owing money to the Government to
tako the moneys, of which ho is the
custodian, and apply them to the pay-
ment of his election expenses, than for
the Great Western or any other com-
pany to do the same thing.

Mr. BOWELL: Or to take the Gov-
ernment funds to buy members of Par-
liament?

Mr. BLAKE: I hold it to be about
the same thing. It seems to me there
should bo an enquiry into those pay-
ments. I very much regret that the hon.
gentleman was not summoned before
the Commission and given the oppor-
tunity of making a statement. That
ought to have been donc. But no
practical injustice was donc him on two
grounds-because, first, ho bas had the
opportunity of giving bis own accOunt
just as ho pleased a few days after the
statement was made public, and, sec-
ondly, because I am sure eve"y one
who heard him felt it would have been
botter for him, kinder for hiai, if hi
statement had not been made this day.
Still the interests of justice would have
been better served if ho had been
allowed to give his evidence, and I
have no doubt that, if the law proposed
by my hon. friend from North York
had been in force, to allow persons
charged with crime to give evidonce
on their own behalf, the Comni ssioner
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would have called before them both the
hon. member for West Toronto and the
hon. member for Kingston. Perhaps
they were influenced by the principle
of the present law, that persons so
charged should not be compelled to
incriminate themselves.

Mr. STEPIIENSON: Bah.
Mr. BLAKE: Does the hon. gentle-

man say it is not a crime? If it be a
crime the person who perpetrated it is
a criminal, and it is as such criminal
that I now address the hon. member
for West Toronto, through you, Sir.

Mr. CAMERON said he could not
helpthinking that the hon. the Minister
ofJustice had no justifi cation for such an
attack as he had made on the hon. mem-
ber for West Toronto, and that it was
a vivid recollection of past favours of a
similar kind received from that gen-
tleman by the Minister of Justice that
prompted the bitter spirit in which the
attack vas conducted. But he thought
the House was losing sight of a very
important matter with reference to this
Commission-a matter which concerned
the hon. the Minister of Justice, and up-
on which he would be glad to hear him
say something. He meant the question
of the legality of the Commission -
whether the whole thing from begin-
ning to end was not a legal farce, a
prostitution of the powers of the Ex-
ecutive for political and party purposes,
whether it had any legal authority,
and whether, in fact, the law of the
land was not piostituted by hon. gen-
tlemen opposite for the purpose of
gaining an advantage over political
opponents. He did not believe the hon.
the Minister of Justice had anything
to do with the matter, because that hon
gentleman was absent from the country
at the time the Commission was issued;
but he would be surprised if such an
acute lawyer would say that the Sta-
tute would support such an exercise of
the Executive power. The clause read:

"Wlhenever the Governor in Councildeen it expedient to cause inquiry to bemnade into and concerning any matter cou-niected with the good govern ment of Canada,
or the conduct of any part of the publicbusiness thereof, and such inquir is not
regulated by any special law, the overnor
t'hy by commission in the case, confer upon
the Commissioners or persons by whom such
]iquiry is to be conductel, the power of

summoning before them any party or wit-
nesses, etc.

Now, could it be said that the funds
of the Northern Railway, or the man-
ner in which the representative of the
bondholders in charge of the road had
used the funds, was a matter connected
with the good government of Canada,
or the conduct of part of the public
business of the Dominion ? No lawyer
would hold that the Statute would
cover inquiry into private matters. It
might as well be contended that the
Government could inquire into the
affairs of a bank in which it had depo-
sited money. In this case the Gov-
ernment were mortgagees. Could it
be said that a mortgagee had a right
to inquire into the actions of a mort-
gagor with a view to finding out
whether, if he had been more prudent
and economical, he could not have paid
the mortgage money ? Ie had come
to the conclusion that the Commission
was an illegal farce, and that the wit-
nesses examined could not be indicted
for perjury. This was shown in an
opinion, at page 71 of the report, by
the late Hon. John Hillyard Cameron.
But there was another reason why the
Commission should not have issued at
the time it did. The Government had
solemnly agreed by Act of Parliament
to accept a composition, and they
knew that the only means by which
the company could raise the money to
pay was to go into the money market.
Knowing that the Government agreed
to wait until the lst November for the
payment of the composition; but in
July they issued this Commission, the
result of which was to change
the credit of the company, and,
at all events, to prevent or en-
danger the payment of the com-
position. If a merchant acted
in that way towards one of his custom-
ers, it would be looked upon as a piece
of private dishonesty, and it was hard to
characterize the conduct of the Gov-
ernment in this respect in other terms.
There were, however, still further
reasons. A suit in Chancery was pend-
ing in Ontario against the company in
which those very transactions were
impeached. The Court was seized and
possessed of the legal powe- to investi-
gate the matter, but the Government
took it out of the hands of the Court of
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Chancery and appointed a Royal Com-
mission. It was not for him to defend
the payment of the election oxpenses
out of the Railway funds. His indi-
vidual opinion was that any suchL pay-
ment was improper. He had no con-
nection with the road directly or indi-
rectly and never expected to have. He
had no political sympathy with Mr.
Cumberland, for that gentleman had
read himself out of the Conservative
party and gone over to the gentlemen
opposite. -He cared not whether Mr.
Cumberland was right or was wrong,
or whether the hon, member for West
Toronto was justified or not in having
his election expenses paid. These
points were immaterial when they
came to consider the greater question
whether the Government had any right
to issue the Commission or whether
they had abused their powers for polit-
ical reasons. As soon as sufficient evi-
dence was obtained by the Commission
to inculpate the political opponents of
the Government it abruptly doscd its
labours. A half finished report of a
half fnished work was presented
and the Government took the money
from the company. Notwithstanding
all the " scandalous" revelations the
Government accepted the settle-
ment. They did not want to go
too far. The railroad had changed
hands and the President had be-
tome a supporter instead of a political
opponent, and the hon. occupants of
Treasury Benches were willing to
accept the money and end the whole
natter. His hon. friend from Middlesex
Iad spoken of the subsidy to the Mail
as an outrageous transaction. If the
enquiry had gone further it might
have been found that another news-
paper of even larger circulation, and
more publie influence, published in the
same city as the Mail, had been also
subsidized. It was well known that
newspapors would not do anything
without a quid pro quo, and, if the
investigation had been carried further,
they would have found that other
papers had an interest in the Northern
Railroad. The hon. member for
Middlesex had spoken of the $2,500
charged to Mr. Macpherson. If it had
been enquired whether that was a
matter sanctioned by usage, or whether
any other company lad done anything

Mr. CAMEEoN.

similar, the discovery would have been
made that another railroad, whose
President was not a supporter of the hon
member for Kingston, had previously
subscribed a'similar sun to the same
fund, and that Mr. Cumberland simply
followed the good example ofthe Great
Western Railroad in this respect.
Besides, if ho was not mistaken, the
Grand Trunk did the same thing. Mr.
Macpherson had expressly stated, how-
ever, that the fact of this subscription
being made by the Northern Railroad,
was entirely unknown to the hon.
membor for Kingston; and he thought
the hon. the Minister of Justice would
have shown botter taste if ho had
abstained from the personal comments
he had made in regard to that right
lion. member. The hon. the Minister of
Justice had discussed the propriety of
charging part of this fund to contin-
gencies. Hiad the book-keeper sought
for a proper terni, considering that the
bulk of the money had been spent
upon wild Indians, ho would have
called it "missionary expenses."
That was the proper Reform lerm,
and was certainly appropriate consi-
dering the part of the country in which
the money was expended. The hon. the
Minister of Justice had also referred to
the gross impropriety of any hon.
member having his election expenses
paid by any company or individiual,
or coming here in any other capacity
than that of a free and independent
representative of free and independent
electors. le had heard of other cases
in which funds had been raised for
electing members of Parliament, to
which banks had contributed; and ho
had also heard of an election that once
took place in that immaculate consti-
tuency, the West Riding of Durham,
where the expenses of the hon. mem-
ber representing the constituency
were defrayed out of a subscription, to
which corporations, as well as indi-
viduals were subscribers. He was
convinced of the illegality of the whole
proceedings connected with the Com-
mission, and that its principal object
was to embarrass and stultify political
op ponents.

Mr. MACKENZ[E said the hou.
gentleman who had just sat downi had
spoken as a lawyer. While ho would
iàot presume to offer any legal opinion
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upon the point raised, he would: ray
that, in the absence of the hon. the Min-
ister of Justice, he sent the statement
to the Department of Justice to obtain
information as to the proper mode of
procedure in reference to the investi-
gation. He obtained an opinion from
the late Deputy Minister of Justice,
Mr. Bernard, which could be produced
if the hon. gentleman would move for
it. IIe (Mr. Cameron) would then per-
haps sec he was a little rash in charac-
terising as illegal what so distin-
guished an ornament of the prolession
had decided was perfectly right and
proper. He would call attention to
the fact that an impropriety in con-
nection with the management of the
affairs of the Northern Railroad was
known Io the Goverument, which had
not been developed by the Commis-
sion. He had been told by some- per-
son that an extraordinary payment
lad been made to some legal lirm at
Toronto. Upon being spoken to, Mr.
Cumberland gave personal assurance
that no sueli irregular payment had
been made. Subsequent inquiry, how-
ever, revealed the payments which
appeared on page 7 of the report.
It still appeared that certain legal gen
tlemen obtained the sum of $5,000,
and other persons the sum of $465.68
for purposes that he conceived were
wholly foreign to the business of the
Government and to the business of
the company. It would also be re-
nembered that in the Act of 1865 he

provided the following clause -
" It shall be lawful fbr the Governor in

Council, at any time after the passing of this
Act, to nominate and appoint one additional
Director of the Company, who shall, in all
thîngs, have the sane power as an ordinary
Director, but whose concurrence shall be
necessary to any future expenditure upon
new works or equipment undertaken after
such appointient."

le proposed this because he conceiv-
ed it to be absolutely necessary that, if
the Government had such a large in-
terest in this Company, it should also
have a voice in the management of its
atai is. He found that payments were
made without any reirence to the
Governiment, and absolutely without
the knowledge of the President of the
Company. Ie immediately addressed
a formai letter to the President calling
his attention to the extraordinary pay-

ments, and demanding on behalf of the
Government, as an interested party,
that steps should be taken preventing
any such payments in the future noon
the mere order of the Managing Direc-
tor. At a meeting held in consequence
of this letter, steps were taken to have
the financial management of this
deplorably mismanaged company put
upon a sounder footing; and, as far as
subsequent payments were concerned,
there was nothing, ho presumed, with
whicb complaint could be found. Im-
mediately after the transaction he
referred to-and a disturbance created
in the Board of Directors in conse-
quence of this correspondence with
Messrs. Gordon & Wells & Co.-the
Secretary of the Company sent aletter
through one of the directors to the
Government Director, exposing the
particular item referred to, and ex-
pressing the opinion that the time had
come when he should clear himself
from any impropriety of the company
by exposing the transactions. The
hon. gentleman who had spoken last
said the enquiry was drawn to a close
as soon as the items under discussion
had been brought out. He thought ho
had shown that the Government knew
of these matters before the Commission
was issued. The Commission was
issued because of the irregularities, and
nothing could more clearly justify,nay
demand, the issuance of the Commis-
sion than the formal letter of the Sec-
retary of the Company, stating that
these improper payments had been
made. That disposed effectually, ho
thought, of that point which the hon.
gentleman had made. The hon. gen-
tleman accused the Commissioners of
being partizan. He (Mr. Mackenzie)
had nothing to do with defending the
Commissioners, except to say that the
chairman, Mr. Larratt Smith, was as
well known as the hon. member for
Victoria, and quite as well respected.
The deprecating tone in which Mr.
Smith had been spoken of would not
be used where that gentleman was
well known, and where he was able to>
defend himself. Mr. Smith would not
dreani of doing anything but what was
thoroughly just and perfectly proper.
The other two gentlemen named in
the Commission were well known, at
all ovents in their respective neighbour-
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hoods. Mr. Hope, now a member of
the other House, was a promintnt
merchant of the city of Hamilton, and
was known far and wide for his probity.
Mr. Featherstone, the other Commiss-
ioner, residod in Ottawa, and had been
repeatedly elected Mayor of the city,
and no porson stood higher in character.

Mr. BOWELL: Mr. Hope did not
serve.

Mir. MACKENZIE said Mr. Hope
did not serve because he was on the
Bank of Commerce Board, on which
Mr. Cumberland acted, and he thought
it was not proper that he should be on
a Committee of enquiry on one of his
colleagues. The hon. gentleman said
that another railway company was
indebted to the Government. The
Great Western Railway, to which
allusion was made, had made a
settlement two years before this
time, and what it had donc
did not at all affect the position the
Government had taken. The hon. gen-
tleman said it was the duty of the Gov-
ernment to refuse to accept the settle-
ment made under the Act of Parlia-
ment if they believed that an improper
use had been made of the funds. He
would read the clause of the Act relat-
ing to this.

" If the said Company or any Company
forned by its amalgamation with any other
Company under any Act of the present Ses-
sion, do on or before the first day of April,
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six,
or within such extended time as the Gover-
nor in Council may grant, not exceeding
three months thereafter, pay to the Receiver-
General of Canada, or to the Financial agents
of the Dominion in England, the sum of one
hundred thousand pounds sterling, such pay-
ment shall operate as a full discharge and
release of the said lien and of all principal
and interest due in respect thereof; and the
'-eceiver-General or the said financial agents
(am the case may be) shall give thec ompany
a certicate of such payment, which sha be
sufficient evidence of the discharge of the lien
and of all claims in respect thereof."

He had only to say in regard to this
that the Law Officer of the Crown, his
hon. friend the Minister of Justice,
decided as his legal opinion that the
Government had no power to refuse
the balance which the Company tend-
ered the day before the expiration of
the period prescribed by Act of Parlia-
ment. That opinion might be wrong,
as might the opinion of the Deputy

Mr. MACKENZIE.

Minister of Justice in regard to the
issuance of the Commission-as the
hon. member for Victoria thought;
but the Government thought proper to
act upon that opinion, and so the
money was accepted. What steps
might be taken, or should be taken,
if any, for the recovery of the money
which undoubtedly belonged to the
Government was something which
would find its solution in the course of
time. It was perfectly clear that
when the Commission was discharged,
the reasons which existed for its
issuance had ceased. The company
was a semi-pubhe company and
trustees of English bondholders and
trustees of the Government. The
Government payment rested upon
their discretion, wisdom and justice in
dealing with the funds. Next to the
English bondholders-to whom the
Government gave way some years
ago-the Government stood first, and
standing first, they were in exactly
the position of an ordinary creditor, or
in a condition of holding a lien which
took preference of everything else ex-
cept the interest to the bondholders.
If the Government made any mistake.
it was in not appointing a majority
of the Board of Directors, in
order to take charge altogether of the
financial affairs of the company; and
most certainly this would have been
donc had the Government any reason
to suspect that the funds were being
improperly disposed of. Could any-
thing be more improper than that the
manager of a company should pay
£9,000 or £10,000 to two or three par-
ties in the endeavour to get some ar-
rangement made for the original share-
holders; and yet, although no arrange-
ment was possible without the assent
of the Government, Mr. Cumberland
chose to pay this sum in order to buy
over opposition to the measures that
were being passed through Parliament
in 1875. The hon. member for Vic-
toria said the President of the company
went over to the Ministerial or Clear
Grit side. That was the first he had
heard of it.

Mr. CAMERON: Ho did; it is wl
known that ho did.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho could only
say that he knew nothing about it.

Enq-uir..(COMMONS.]
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Even if it were so, it would not make
any difference. The Government took
the nost prompt steps to stop .the ir-
regularities.

Mr. McCALLJM said, when the
Bill for settlement with the Nortbern
Railway was before the House in 1875,
he disagreed with the Government
and objected to it. The Minister of
Justice said that it was the last plan
which could be adopted. As reported
in Ifansard, Mr. Blake said:

" He agreed with hie hon. friend fron
Welland (Mr. Thomson) regarding this
matter, and, from a careful investigation of
the affairs of the Company, it would be
ruined if it were compelled to ieet its
obligations."

The Minister of Justice used some
not very kind language towards him,
and then he (Mr. McCallum) quoted
from the Hon. Mr. Crooks' report to the
Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario in
Council, on the 3rd of May, 1873, as
fbllows:-

" Upon an examination of the returns of
revenue as earned by this railway, and after
a liberal allowance for expenditure on capital
account, etc., it appears to the undersigned
that the Company could with facility
pay interest at the rate of five per cent per
anium on this amount of the Provincial
loan, and at the same time exist in full
efliciency, and make from time to time such
alterations and additions as its traffic and
the public interests might require. The
undersigned therefore considers this sum to
be a good asset of the Province of Canada for
the amount of $2,311,666.67, and that the
sum of £50,000, stg., of bonds, with interest
from July lst, 1867, is equally so, and that
it would be a most disadvantageous arrange-
nient, and unjust tu this Province, if the
proposition contained in said resolutions
were adopted.

"(Signed) " AD. CROOKS."

At this time it was well known that
the hon. the Minister of Justice was in
Sympathy with the Hon. Mr. Crooks,
but the bon. gentleman was in Opposi-
tion to the thon Government of the
Dominion. He (Mr. McCallum)
rnoved in 18'i5 for a six months' hoist

.f the Bill, which was lost on a divi-
sion. But he had his vindication
now by the acknowledgment of the
Government, and the hon. gentleman
must have known that he ,Mr. McCal-
lum) was right in 1875, although he
had said the contrary. In 1873, when
the report of Mr. Crooks was made,

the hon. gentleman, then in Opposi-
tion, opposed the settlement with the
Northern Railway, the real reason
being that the Manager of the road
was supporting the Government of the
day. But, when the hon. gentleman
crossed the floor of the House, ho
seemed to have got new light; and
this accounted for the settlement of
1875. As far as the report on the
Northern Railway was concerned, he
(Mi. McCallum) was sorry that the
enquiry had not been extended to the
management of the Northern Exten-
sion Railway. If this had been donc,
in his opinion, a great deal more cor-
ruption would have come to light than
had been developed regarding the
Northern Railway. There was no
doubt that the money which the people
of this country ought to have had, as
he had said on the passage of the Bill,
had gone to the building of the North-
ern Extension, twenty-six miles of
which, if he was informed aright,
were constructed on a capital stock of'
$13,OO0. As far as the hon. member
for West Toronto was concerned, he
could give his own explanation and

justification, and he (Mr. McCallum)
was not in the liouse to defend Mr.
Cumberland. But he did not think
that the fact of Mr. Cumberland sub-
scribing $1,000 towards the stock of
the Mail newspaper was a proper
subject of enquiry by the House. That
matter lay between Mr. Cumberland
and the Directors, especially as the
Government had got all its claims
paid. This, however, was not
the first time the Government had
assisted newspapers. For instance,
last year the present Government paid
the sum of $1,100 or more to the
Globe, for copies circulated in Europe,
no doubt in the interest of a certain
party, and to poison the minds of in-
tending emigrants against another
political party before even they set
foot in the country. And many other
newspapers had been subsidized by
the Government in the same way.
The Minister of Justice always seemed
anxious to get hold of anything that
would reflectinjuriouslyupon any men-
bers on the Opposition side of ihe
fouse. He forgot that the party
with which he was allied had for its
leader the man who made the "grand
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stand " and the " big push," and ap-
pealed to the faithful to come down
handsomely.

Mr. TUPPER said he thought the
discussion was necessary. The Gov-
ernment had laid on the table a blue-
book, being the report of the Northern
Railway Commission, and ho thought
lie expressed the sentiment of every
member of the House, not in the secrets
of the Government, when he said that
no person could peruse the document
without coming to the conclusion that
there was nothing to explain its exist-
ence. There was nothing in the report
to show why the Commission had been
issued, and he had hoped that the
Government would have availed them-
selves of the opportunity afforded by
the discussion to give the House some
reason for taking that extraordinary
step. Both lay and legal gentlemen
would agree with him in the opinion
that nothing but circumstances of the
most stringent public necessity wou ýi
ever justify a Government in adopti g
a Star-Chamber movement such as thi-.
The feeling of every person who rose
from a perusal of the document would
be one of strange bewilderment; first,
as to whatoccasioned the appointment
of the Commission; and second, as to
what eaused the suspension of its action.
If there was a necessity for it, if the
Governiment were justitied in issuing
a Commission, it was because they
had a large lien against the company,
and that the arrangement for its settle-
ment was made under the representa-
tions presented by the company whieh
the Government had reason to suppose
were deceptive, and which, if proved
by the Commission, would justify them
in withdrawing from the arrangement
and freeing themselves from the obliga-
tion they had undertaken. The report
presented the extraordinary spectacle
of a Commission issued and certain
investigations made,the object of which,
unless the party possessed some infor-
mation outside the covers of the report,
remained absoiutely a secret. The
general impression was that the Gov-
,ernment was moved to institute the
enquiry in the hope that they would
unearth some scandals for which they
had so remarkable keen a scent, and
which they seemed to think it was
their peculiar mission to reveal. The

Mr. MCÇALLUM.

general impression was (and it vas an
impression which any one not in the
Government secret would arrive at)
that, having pursued the investigation,
to a certain point, they found thev
were on tender ground. that, instead ot
being able to accomplish the object in
view, every stop they took would
involve their own friends in discredit-
able acts, and so they thought that the
sooner they hushed up any further
enquiry the better. The hon. the Min-
ister of Justiee had referred to the
proposition which Mr. Tilley ai
Miniter of Finance had nade to
the louse, and lie had detailed
the facts correctly in regardi
to the position of the Governinent.
It was no secret that the general inî-
piression entertained was, both in the
House and out of it, that the claim of
the Government against the Northern
Railway was not a good one, and that
the circumstances ot the conpany
were suc that the Governnent would
never be able to obtain the face value
of the claim. An application was
made to the late Government for the
composition of the claim. They very
naturally took the stop of obtaining
the most able and efficient persons as
Commissioners to investigate into ail
the facts and circumstances in con-
nection with the company, and report
to the Government the amount of
money which the Government, taking
into consideration the ability of the
company, would be justified in ae-
cepting in discharge of its clamn
against the company. A report was
made by Mr. Langton, the Auditor-
General, whom they had no reasoi
then, or now, to suppose was not
eminently qualified to discharge the
duty imposed on him. Mr. Tilley
brought the resolutions before the
House, and, upon the statement being
made by some hon. members that
they had reason to believe the con
pany was in possession of a larger
amount of assets than Mr. Langton'
report led them to believe, the GoV-
ernment withdrew the resolutiOns,
stating at once to the fHouse that they
would not assent to the proposition.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Does the hon-
gentleman say that such a statement
was made t> the flouse ?

Enquiry.(COMMONS.]
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Mr. TUPPER said that, on statement
being made in the House that the
company was able to pay a larger
sum, the Government arrived at the
conclusion that without further in-
formation and investigation it would
not be justified in agreeing to the ar-
rangement, and it did not press the
resolutions to a conclusion.

Mr. BLAKE said the then Min-
ister of Justice challenged his hon.
friend the Premier across the floor of
the House with being responsible for
having, by his objection, stopped a set-
tlement which was neeessary in the
interests of the country and the North-
ern Railway, and said he would be held
responsible therefor by the people of
Toronto and vicinity.

Mr. TUPPER said the recollection
of the hon. the Minister of Justice
might be correct, but the circumstances
as they rested in his mmd were that
the discussion led to the withdrawal of
the resolutions. The hon. member for
Lambton was not the only member
that objected. There were a number
of hon. members on both sides of the
House who took very strong grounds
against the proposed settlement,
prominent among them being the
hon. member for Hamilton. The
hon. the Minister of Justice seemed
to think that every act must be corrupt;
lie had a most deplorable view of
human nature. Hon. gentlemen oppo-
site had, he admitted, some reason to
suppose that the proceedings of the
Northern Railway, after the change of
Government had taken place, were
not animated by that straightforward
business-like integrity thiey had a right
to expect. When they found that the
management at once struck down a
President on political grounds, and
gave to tho present Government the
strongest assurance possible that the
company would be used as a political
engine in future, there was some
reason to come to the conclusion that
the Government were being approach-
ed, and that at their most vulnerable
point; that if they could make a settle-
ment with the company they would
receive political aid, and the Northern
iRailway would be worked in their
interests. The Government sh<otld
have regarded with suspicion the poli-

30

tical complexion given to the Northern
Railway Board, in view of the negoti-
ations for the settlement of the G overn-
ment claim. He was only expressing
the sentiments of the House and
country when he declared that the
company would have effected no set-
tlement to this hour if they had not
adopted such a course in relation to
hon. members opposite. Re wanted
to know why the settlement was con-
summated ? If the Government bad
the power to issue a Royal Commission,
and if it had ascertained that the com-
pany were guilty of fraudulent trans-
actions) as the hon. the First Minister
had declared, wby was the settlcment
completed ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said lie did not
declare that he had the proof, but that
much an allegation had been made.

Mr. TUPPER said the hon. the
Minister of Justice had distinctly
declared that the Commission had
proved transactions which were fraud-
ulent and criminal against the con-
pany. If the Government could show
that the engagement had been iade
with the Northern Railway uider
false pretences and false statements on
the part of one of the parties to the
transaction, the Government would
have the right to say that they would
not carry out the engagement. Hlaving
probed the circumstances of the com-
pany to the bottoi, he asked the
reason why the Governnent did not
corne down to the House and announce
that they had refused to carry out the
engagement with the company under
the circumstances and were ready t>
accept the responsibility ? The lion.
the Minister of Justice could not sh ield
himself behind the assertion that iï
they had known all this befereliaid
no settlement would have been iade.
That hon. gentleman would ha-ive t>
answer to the people and the House
why, in the face of the informî-ia-
tion obtained by the Commissioners
and by other means, he accepted the
composition, especiallv in the face or
the fact that the conipanly were able
to procure the money against the
determined struggle of the Govern--
ment to weaken their credit in Ene
land. The Government couli iiot
have done anything to deterioratei ie
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character and position of the Northern
Railway equal to the issue of the Royal
Commission at that particularjuncture.
The company having proved that they
could raise the money notwithstanding
the attempt of the Government to
break down the credit and ruin the
position of the corporation, had
given the best evidence they could that
the agreement with the Government
should never have been carried out.
The Government could not say that
they had brought down all the testi-
mony in their possession, and that the
report contained all the results of the
Commission. Why did they appoint
an accountant to investigate the com-
pany's accounts, for they surely did
not mean to say that he had done
nothing? Why was his statement not
before the House ? Was it because it
would have convicted hon. gentlemen
on the Treasury benches of having
closed a bargain by which an unfair
sum was accepted? The Government
would have to show the country why
they had not refused to consummate the
bargain and come to Parliament
showing the grounds on which they
had not carried out the engagement
with the company. ie was
amazed at the wonderful parity
that appeared to animate the Minister
of Justice. When the hon. gentleman
so far forgot his high position as to de-
nounce the right hon. member for
Kingston as a criminal, because the
Northern Railway Company had con-
tributed to a testimonial presented to
him, it showed not only an absence of
good taste, but it was an net of injus-
tice that ought to stain the reputation
of any public man. The feeling not of
Conservatives, not of supporters of the
late Government, but of every high-
minded and honourable man in
Canada was one of gratification
that there was sufficient public
spirit in a great political party
to come forward and in the most sub-
stantial manner testify what they felt
a public man deserved who had spent
his life and talents in the service of bis
country, without being able to obtain
the means of that pecuniary indepen-
dence which bis position required, in
the interests of the Dominion. The
public sentiment was that, although
nonourable and creditable as the act

Mr. Tuppz.

was to the party and public sentiment,
it was no more fhan a simple measure
of justice to the high-minded and hon-
ourable man who, during a long period
had shown himself to be a true and de-
voted patriot, and who had sacrificed
himself at the shrine of bis country;
it would have been discreditable enough
had the hon. the Minister of Justice so
far forgot himself to have used that lan-
guage in the absence of any statement
made elsewhere, but it was the more
so when viewed in the light of the fact
that the Hon. D. L. Macpherson, a man
of high character and unblemished
honour, had pledged his word and
honour that he had no communication
with the right hon. member for Kings-
ton, except in regard to the mode of
investment, and that he was entirely
ignorant as to who were the subscribers
to the fund. This was not the first
time that the hon. the Minister of
Justice had applied the epithet of
criminal to the right hon. the member
for Kingston. The bon. gentleman
went into West Toronto, and surround-
ed by his personal acquaintances and
friends on a public platform, lie de-
nounced the bon. member for Ringston
as a convicted criminal, and appealed
to the electors for a verdict against the
hon. member for Kingston, who was
regarded by the large majority of the
people of Canada as one of the most
unstained and unselfish patriots to be
found in the country. The hon. gen-
tleman received bis answer- 5 00 of a
majority in that magnificent con-
stituency hurled the accusation back
in bis teeth, and branded him as a
slanderer. That verdict had again and
again been endorsed by the peoPe,
east, west, north and south, and, where-
ever there was a constituency of inde-
pendent men, free from the corruPt
seductions of the Government, the hon.
gentleman would receive the same Ver-
dict, that the right bon. member for
Kingston was an unstained patriot, and
he a foul-mouthed slanderer. After a
life spent in making the worse appear
the botter reason, which was the hon.
gentleman's business and profession
he had become an adept as a specia
pleader, and had be listened to hi"
for the first time, ho might have placed
some confidence in bis professiOo
of purity, but he knew what do-
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nunciations of corruption made
by the hon. gentleman meant.
lie knew that where corruption was
brought home to the hon. gentleman
himself, and fastened on bis Government
that hon. gentleman just as sincerely
and energetically defended the most
corrupt and most indefensible transac-
tions which had ever stained the repu-
,ation of any Government in this
country. Did the hon. gentleman
want to be informed on this point ?
le would recall to the mind of the
ilouse, a transaction which took place
before he (Mr. Blake) had held for one
imonth the position of a member of the
(Government of Canada; and point to
the fact that, no sooner was the
hon. gentleman in bis seat as a mem-
ber of the Government, than that
Administration was negotiating with a
great Railway Company, on the eve of
a general election, and the result
of that negotiation was the tak-
ng by that Government of $69,000

0t public money out of the Treas-
ury of Canada, and the handing
Of it over to that company. He was
not a lawyer; but he challenged the
hon. gentleman himself to say, on the
fioor of the House, although the bon,
gentleman might defend that corrupt
and indefensible transaction,-that this
act was not donc, not only without the
sanction of law, or parliamentary
authority, but also that it was not done
ln express deflance of the law ; and yet
that hon. gentleman talked to the
House about purity in reference to the
transaction in question. The law re-
quired that, if the money could be paid
at all, the Government before paying
it must have the report of the
Treasury Board, in express terms-
but that money was paid without
having the authority of the Treasury
loard at all for the payment. And

is Was not all. That hon. gentleman
±imself ran an election in West
burhamn. A distinguished gentle-lan, Well known to the people of this
Onhtry-who he believed lived inp est burham-was Mr. Simpson, thePresident of the Bank of Ontario; and

did the hon. gentleman not know that
on the Counter of that bank lay aubseription paper to secure money
O pay that hon. gentleman's electionexpense8 ? Did he not know that

a%

when customers came into the bank,
they were requested to put their names
to this paper and subscribe ? And did
ho not know that, having paid the hon.
gentleman's election expenses, which
had been subscribed for on the counter
of the Ontario Bank, and having col-
lected the money to do so, the Bank of
Ontario had drawn out of the
pockets of the people of Canada
something like $50,000 a year,
from the hour that hon. gentle-
man had taken bis seat in the Govern-
ment of Canada down to the present
moment? And yet that hon. gentle-
man talked about purity to hon.
members of the House, and about
purity in running elections. He was
not going to justify the transaction of
his hon. friend (Mr. Robinson), but
with relation to it he would say that
his hon. friend's statement was plain,
unvarnished and straightforward. HUis
hon. friencd made a clear statement of
bis convictions and feelings, and evis
dently felt justified in what he had
done. The Northern Railway Com-
pany had felt they had to contend
against hostile influences in the House,
and that parties in the House were
interested in attacking their interests,
and they had thought it right
and proper that they should meet
that hostility by endeavouring to have
some person in the House prepared to
defend their interests when attacked.
Did the hon. gentleman (Mr. Blake)
mean to say that lis hon. friend from
West Toronto was the only man inter-
ested in railways who ever sat in that
House, or who so interested sought aid
and support from the Government. An
hon. gentleman so situated had sat on
their side of the House; and what did
that hon. member do? He went over
to the Ministerial side of the flouse,
and immediately obtained substantial
favours and assistance from the hon.
gentlemen sitting on the Treasury
benches, for that very railway. That
hon. gentleman then at once secured
justice at all events, and this was the
only means of getting it. Night
after night, and day after day,
hon. gentlemen on both sides of the
Hlouse, in the Committee Rooms
vindicated the interests of railways and
companies with which they were con-
nected, yet they had never been at-
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tacked. The truth was that the
Minister of Justice in this instance had
sought to pay off an old score which,
years ago, was incurred by the spirited
assault made by the hon. member for
West Toronto in answer to excessive
provocation given by the hon. gentle-
man from South Bruce, who should
have reserved bis wrath for the devoted
heads of the overwhelming majority of
his own friends and neighbours who
rejected his advice on that occasion
in sustaining bis hon. friend from
West Toronto. But one would sup-
pose that the very name of electoral
corruption would shock these hon.
gentlemen on the Treasury benches.
Had the Minister of Justice ever
heard of the judgment-the legal
judgment delivered by the Chief Jus
tice of the great Province of Ontario
in the case of the London election.
Did he know the language in which
Colonel Walker was then branded
as one of the most corrupt
men to be foun1d in the bounds of
Canada; and was lie aware that this
judgment was confirmed by the full
Court, which further disqualified
Colonel Walker, and branded him
as worse than corrupt-as a man who
had given testimony under oath which
was unworthy of belief. But instead
of these hon. gentlemen being shocked
with regard to this matter, did they
not find the Premier, when he reccived
an ovation in his own county, have, as
his body - guard, supporter and
right band inan, this saie Colonel
Walker who had been branded
by one of the bighest Courts
of the country aý one of the most
corrupt men in the Dominion.
And not only that, but when the
Minister of the Interior went to run
an election as a Minister ofthe Crown,
this man, who had been disqualified
from even tendering a vote by a
judgment of Court, and who was
debarred from polluting by bis
presence any Legisjative Assembly
in the country, ivas the companion
as the henchman, advocate, and sup-
porter of the Minister of the Interior;
and yet these hon. gentlemen had the
audacity to talk about electoral corrup-
tion, and to make professions of purity
which, however well-sounding in the
,cars of the hon. gentlemen behind them,

Mr. TUPPER.

only excited a feeling of disgust and
contempt through the House and coun-
try on the part of every man who was
not prepared to support and uphold
unvarnished hypocrisy instcad of
purity.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he did
-ot propose to follow at any length the
hon. member for Cumberland witht
regard to the rash and stale slanders
to which the hon. gentleman had given
utterance. He did not think that Col,
Walker's case should be diseussed on
the floor of the House. There were
some crumbs of comfort and sweet
morsels which the hon. gentlemen
opposite were entitled to enjoy and roll
under thoir tongues; and, from the
beginning to the end, he was glad that
these hon. gentlemen were commencing
to talk as they had done last summer.
They said, as it were :-" We do not
pretend to be pure; we have no res-
pect for purity, though we did at one
time make the country believe that we
were honest; but now-look at Colonel
Walker." He was not there to defenud
Colonel Walker.

An ION. MEMBER: I should tbink
not.

Mr. HUNTINGTON: But he was
there to defend the hon. gentleman from
Cumberlend against himself. That
hon. gentleman, reckless as he was 111

denouncing the Minister of Justice as
a foul-mouthed slanderer, and as a lead-
ing publie man in this eountry, yet to
some extent ho had a reputation, if the
hon. gentleman himself had no regard
for it.

Mr. TUPPER: I did not say that
the Minister of Justice was a conden-
ed criminal.

Mr. IHUNTINGTON: The hon1.
gentleman had, however, said that tlie
Mfinister of Justice was a foul-mouthedî
slanderer. It was a shame to say such
a thing in the Iouse. No man occu
pying the hon. gentleman's position
should have been willing sO to de-
grade the discussion ; such tactics were
a disgrace to the louse and the hon.
gentleman. He was prepared to meet
the hon. gentleman there or el5sew1c,
and settle the stale accusation of
which the hon. gentleman lad spokeri
le did not pretend that human IatteU
on his side of the louse Ias bettOI
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than human nature on the other side;
but he did* affirm that the Liberal
Party had been so led as to make poli-
tical dishonesty it its ranks impossible.
The hon. gentleman defended the
Northern Railway transaction, and told
the people to prepare themselves for a
revivaîl of the olden times, when rail-
wav conpanies had not only sent
iembers to Parliament, but had also
subscribed funds as an honorarium to
the chief law officer of the Crown. The
coIldiet of the hon. gentleman had
been indecent and improper. Ie did
not think that the hon. gentleman
friom West Toronto was so greatly to
blame, and he was not going to attack
the right lion. member for Kingston.
These hon. gentlemen were the victims

f a system which had existed for
'Lenty years. They had been sur-
rnuinded by a clique of men who
believed that the benefits the country
lad to bestow were for them
alone. The hon. gentleman for
Cumberland had not only justified the
action of the Northern Itailway Com-
pany, but had also said it was natural-
Iy to be expected that railway com-
Jaries shoula send members to Parlia-

enrt to represent, not the people, but
these corporations. The hon. gentle-
man from West Toronto was the vic-

m of a system which had only been
exposed in part. The right bon. mem-
ber for Kingston had once declared in
the Ilouse, lie had proof that an
American railway corporation had paid
his own (Mr. Hluntington's) election
Cxpenses, and that he (Mr. Hunting-ton) sat as a representative of alien

'nmies ; but of this no proof had been
nýadle. It appeared, however, that at
h!e time the hon. memberforKingston
.as bringing that false charge against

hiiself, he (Sir John A. Macdonald)(cupied the position in which the
Northern Railway Commission Reportthat ight placed him; and the hon.
member foi West Toronto held the
POsition in which he, too, had been
laced. The country should under-
bad properly the circumstances,

uso the bon. member for Cum-
oland, amid the enthusiastic cheerseif hit Supporters, had announ-
d tht a railway corporation might

tl h expend public money it happened
"have imits hands, to send members to

the House to represent its intcrests
and press its dlaims in it.

Some HON. MEMBERS: No, no.
Mr. HIUNTINGTON thought it

might be well to enquire how many
other railway companies had acted on
that priaciple. Hon. Mr. McPherson,
whose name had been mentioned thae
night, had been a politician expect-
ing favours from the eountry, and one
who had canvassed and obtained
subscriptions to the fund in question.
The position was painful but the truth
must be told. He solemnly called the
attention of the House to the dangers
connected with the doctrine which the
hon. gentleman from Cumberland had
advanced that night, with the clamor-
ous approval of his supporters. As to
the taunts of corruption whieh had
been cast across the floor of the House,
they were untrue. The Liberals had
declared that elections must be purely
earried on, and, if their own friends
had suffered in the administra-
tion of the law, this only the
more clearly proved the sincerity
of the Party. He did not grudge
the hon. gentlemen the comfort
to be obtained from the fact that
their friends had so suffered; but he
would add that they had only followed
the corrupt policy pursued by the hon.
gentlemen opposite during the past
twenty years.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. member for Shefford had
stated that they were the victims of a
system which bad existed for the past
twenty years. The hon. gentleman
did not blame them so much as he
pitied them; and the hon. gentleman
gave them the advantage of bis sorrow.
le could look back not twenty but
thirty-three years; to nearly twenty
years of official life, and to thirty-three
years of Parliamentary life, and he
would declare, in the presence of the
House and in the presence of the coun-
try, that neither the men nor the
Governments with which he had
been connected could be justly charged
with any acts of corruption. They
could hold up their heads in this
country as he held up his head in the
House, and declare that, if ever a
Government was conducted with a sin-
cere, a simple, and an anxious desire
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for the good of the country, and for no
ether purpose and no other wish, it was
the Government with which he was
connected. In a style similar to what
they had heard that night, they had
been charged by their opponents with
improper conduct; all kinds of stories
had been concocted against them; and
all kinds of scandals had been sought
to be raised and resuscitated; but,
whenever these accusations were ex-
amined and sifted, they were found
to be baseless and groundless.
He remembered the time when there
was a great cry throughout the coun-
try that the late Government had been
guilty of all kinds of crimes which
would drive them from public life, be-
cause they had paid too much for
mucilage and penknives. From every
hustings at every election, the cry of
mucilage and penknives was raised
against them, but a decent old Re-
former said the other day in Upper
Canada: " don't know how it is Sir
John managed the country with a
little mucilage and a few penknives,
when it takes millions of dollars to
keep our people in power." The hon.
gentleman said they had corrupted
the country and the electors. The
hon. gentlemen opposite did not cor-
rupt the electors, but they bought up
the elected. The hon. member for
Queen's stated the other day that the
whole delegation, headed by Mr.
Laird, was bought up. That was not
denied and could not be denied, and
the bon. members had to ask why as
they were promised the bribe, they
did not get it. Mir. Laird got it, and
the members for Prince Edward Island
whose votes were drawn away from
the late Government were diddled out
of it. The hon. member for Shefford
talked about purity. Why, neither in
his public or private life, could that
hon. gentleman talk of purity. The
hon. gentleman had a face of copper.

Mr. IIUNTINGTON: I challenge-

Some HON. MEMBERS Order.

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall adjourn the
louse if order is not maintained.

Mr. IHUNTINGTON: I desire, Mr.
Speaker-

Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
Sir JoaN A. MACDONALD.

Mr. SPEAKER: As I understand it,
the hon. member for Shefford has risen
to a point of order. I want to hear
what it is before deciding.

Mr. HUNTINGTON: In order to
state the point of order, i must repeat
what the hon. gentleman has said. I.
said I had a face of copper, and that 1
had no respectability either in public
or private life.

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh no; the hon.
gentleman did not say that. The hon.
gentleman said that the hon. membeo'
for Shefford had talked of purity in
private life. What the precise meaning
of that is I do not understand. It ma
be an insinuation, and a veryimpropel
one.

Mr. HUNTINGTON: J may be
permitted to make one observation.
It is not the first time the bon. gentle-
man has made the accusation. There
is no ground for it, and I challenge
him to repeat it.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry to

observe this great excitement, whichl
bas gone further than it is desirable it
should go. I shall endeavour to wateh
very closely what is said, and if any
observations which are out of orde'
are made, L shall endeavour to call the
bon, gentlemen to order. A stateme nt
was made by the hon. member for
Cumberland which was not put il' n
way which seemed to be understood by
some hon. gentlemen on my right. As
far as I understand it, the bon. men-
ber did not charge the hon. the Mins
ter of Justice with being a foul-
mouthed slanderer, but said the hon.
the Minister of Justice could not have
used the expression "convicted crin-
inal " in any part of the country with,
out such a statement being made tO
imply that he was a "lfoul-mOUthed
slanderer." The language is very ol-
jectionable, and I am very sorry that
it has been used. I shall endeavoul' to
make iarliamentary rules observed,
and cal any hon. gentleman to order
who is out of order.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he had been called to order a little too
soon ; and he was sorry Mr. Speaker s
warning had not been given a little
earlier in the debate. The hon, memn-
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ber for Shefford called him to order in
one breath and in the next challenged
him to repeat the statement. After
securing a ruling that the remark was
out of order, the bon. member chal-
lenged him to repeat it. If that hon.
gentleman had not run away from the
subpæna issued for him and had given
evidence before the Pacifie Scandal
Commission and told the truth, he (Sir
John A. Macdonald) could have made
him prove, out of his own mouth, that
he was in league with aliens for the
purpose of doing away with the best
interests of his country.

Mr. HUNTINGTON called the hon.
gentleman to order.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman alluded to what I said
on a former occasion, and I have a
right to justify everything I said. But
I regard not the statements of that bon.
gentleman ; I will hand them over to
the tender mercies of others,-to the
hon. member for Chateauguay, to the
Courts in Scotland, to the law -

Mr. BLAKE called the hon. gentle-
man to order.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman himself said I was a
criminal.

Mr. SPEAKER: I understood that
to apply to the bon. member for West
Toronto, and not to the right hon.
gentleman.

Mr. BLAKE: Your understanding
is perfectly correct, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. TUPPER: That is taking back.
Mr. BLAKE: Not at all; I say that

Mr. Speaker's understanding of my re-
marks is perfectly correct.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he knew that statement had been made
il Toronto, but lie thought the hon. the
IMinster of Justice had reconsidered
the matter, and that the amicable
arrangements established between them
would have prevented the repetition of
that unjust and injurious language
toX¶ards himself. And ho (Sir John
A. Macdonald) must consider such
language unjust and injurious, when,after styling him a " convicted crimi-
nal" on the hustings at Toronto, the
hon. the Minister of Justice held out
the right hand of fellowship or hospi-

tality to him. He believed that the
bon. gentleman had regretted, even in
the hour of political triumph or excite-
ment, ever having used the expression.
le could not pretend that everything
he had done had been correct. He
had often confessed, upon looking back
at bis long political career, and sceing
things with the light of ripened ex-
perience, that he should like to undo
many things. He had no desire to
raise himAlf falsely in the estimation
of his countrymen, but he believed
he had earned this character at least:
"With all his faults, frailties and
failings, still we believe he did what
he thought best for his country." The
late circuit he had made had proved
that lie had not only the esteem of
those politically connected with him,
but the good-will of those politically
opposed. Hils whole soul, while in
Parliament, his every feeling and
ambition were governed by a desire
for the good of the country.
That, in a country like this, could only
be obtained by the assistance of poli-
tical friends, and that he was a strong
party man and had been supported by
strong party men was a necessity
before he could do the good which
even his opponents admitted he did. He
wasgrieved extremelyat the tonewhich
the hon. the Minister of Justice had
adopted towards him. He thought a
new era had commenced-that the very
appropriate lesson the bon. gentleman
gave the House the other day, when he
appealed to hon. members to set aside
all strong language and irritable
feeling, would abolish all this bitter-
ness. Yet the hon. gentleman had
availed himself of this opportunity to
give the bon. member for West Toronto
a good return for what ho said of him
(Mr. Blake) in that city a year ago.
But the hon. gentleman was not satis-
fied with that, but by a series of
insinuations lie attempted to injure
him (Sir John A. Macdonald) in the
good opinion of the House and the
country. The legislation respecting
the Northern Railway, regarding which
so many inuendoes had been uttered
by the hon. the Minister of Justice, was
carried on in Parliament like the
legislation affecting any other road.
Everything they required doing was
investigated by the Railway Com-
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mittee, which was composed of leading
men on both sides of the House.
He did not remember that he was
present ut any one of the discussions
upon any Bill affecting the Northern
Railway ; and hon. members knew that
after being fully discussed in Com-
mittee, railway Bills generally obtained
the sanction of the House with little
observation. His hon. friend for Cum-
berland, to whom he must return his
most grateful thanks for the manly
defence he had made in his behalf, had
truly said that the effort made to
receive half a million of dollars
from the Northern Railway Com-
pany by the late Government,
and brought dowvn to the House
by Mr. Tilley, was done after
careful consideration by the Auditor-
General. The Government was so
anxious that the matter should be fully
considered that, although the railway
laid al their statements béfore
them, and used all the arguments
that ought to be required in order
to obtain the Government sanction,
the Government refused to accede.
The report as to the road was made by
Mr. Langton, and ho was known to be
both honest and capable. lie, at all
events, was not bribed by the Northern
Railway; he, at all events, had no eec-
tion expenses to be paid; hie, ut all
events, had no testimonial given to him.
He went to Toron'to to examine the
books as a public officer, and on his
report the Government felt itself sat-
isfied in coming down with that pro.
posal. R had truly been said that on
discussion in the House, and on objec-
tion by the hon. the Premier--who
had a perfect right to object if he
thought it his duty-the Government
withdrew the resolutions. le (Sir
John A. Macdonald) did not profess to
be a man of accounts, but lie placed
the most implicit confidence in the
statement of Mr. Langton, and lie
thought Parliament was inaking a mis-
take in refusing to accept the report of
that gentleman as to the amount the
Northern Railway could be called upon
to pay. But what he (Sir John A.
Macdonald) most desired to impress
upon the House, was that the Govern-
ment in making that proposition did
so upon the report of their trusted
officer. How often, nay, how univer-

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

sally did the hon. the Premier justify
everything done by a report of a officer
of a Department. In every point his
reference was the offlcer in charge of
the particular work. In the issuance
of the Commission ho acted upon a re-
port of an officer.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : lie

justifies himself by it.
Mr. MACKENZIE: No ; I stated

that we accepted the report as a matter
of course.

Mr. MASSON: You said you were
no lawyer.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
his hon. friend could not help that
ministerial responsibility. It was said
the Minister of Justice was absent
from the country at the time, but
the services of the Deputy Minis-
ter were called in, and, his report
being accepted, the Government
must assume the responsibility of it.
The late Government, in like man-
ner, acted upon the report of Mr. Lang-
ton, he being the head of the Accounts
Departwent of the Dominion; and the
insinuation that the Government were
bought or induced from friendly, politi-
cal or any other object, not to the good
of the country, was what he (Sir John
A. Macdonald) believed he might fairly
call a calumny-a calumny of the
worst kind, whether insinuated or
asserted. And now, as to his own
case. The hon. gentleman had said it
was a very suspicious circumstance
that the road had subscribed to his tes-
timonial. He (Sir John A. Macdonald)
was surprised at this attack upon him
after the statement made by the Hon.
Mr. Macpherson. It was always un-
pleasant to have personal matters
brought up in this way; but in the
vicissitudes of political life one must
expect that kind of thing. le had had
a great deal of it in his time, and ho
submitted, as ho was obliged to do and
as ho had been accustomed to do for
many a long day. It would be remem-
bered that, in 1870, he was struck down
with illness supposed to be mortal. HRe
lay for months in a state, as Mir. Mac-
pherson had stated in his remarks in
another place, which was supposed W
be his last. This being made knowD,
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iLs friends began to consider as to what
wvould become of bis family. He did
not like to speak of this, but he sup-
posed he nust. His friends, finding it
exceedingly probable that his family
would lose their head and protector,
began to consider what could be
done. On enquiry they found-
whether through his own fault or
his devotion to public business-
that he would leave them but-a slender
provisiog. He himself was perfoctly
unconscious of what was going on
around him ; and it was then, as he
understoo i it, that this movement con-
inenced. It was taken up vigorously,
not in the idea that it was to do any

ood to him, but to those he left be-
bind him. It was feared that he was
iar beyond the need of any pecuniary
ciremstances, and that the place
which knew him would know him no
more. The movement was actuated
simply by the feeling that his family
should not be left in penury. After re-
eovering his consciousnesshe was taken
to Prince Edward Island, where he
,tayed the whole summer, and was at
that time unaware that the movement
Was going on. It was never commùni-
cated to him; never hinted to him, and
he never beard of it in any way until,
on his return to Ottawa in the fall, ho
saw some statements made in the
newspapers that the project was ru-
moured. But his friends studiously
kept the knowledge away from him.
It was not until Mr. Macpherson asked
his approval of the names submitted to
bm as trustees of the fund that he had
'ny Specifie information of the matter.
These names were submitted, and ho
was sure ho had only to mention themf;?r every hon. member to agree thattney were as honourable men as there
were in Canada, and that they would
Vot allow anything to be connected
with the testimonial so far as they
kfnew, that would touch their bonour,
he wn honour, or the honour of bis
famiy. Their names were Colonel
(rrawski, Hon. George W. Allai,
and Colonel Burnet These gen-
t1emen were the trustees of the
had at the presont moment. He

the San e complaint as his
>nCriend fron West Toronto, in that

ther Of them vere called as witnesses
kfire the Commission. Here wias a

grave charge brouîght against them
Its animus was obvious from the
way it was spoken of in the House,
yet not the slightest intimation was
given him that the matter would be
brought up before a Commission. He
did not know of any charge being
made against him, except from what
he was told by Mr. Macpherson. He
would read Mr. Macpherson's state-
ment. Why did not the Commissioners
ask Mr. Cumberland to make bis state-
ment of the matter?

Mr. MACKENZIE: We did ask Mr.
Cumberland.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Commissioners took good care only
to ask such questions as would incul-
pate him, and not those which might
exculpate him. The statement of Mr.
Macpherson was as follows:-

"1I desire to make a personal statement.
I have observed in the report of the Northern
Railway Commission my name mentioned
in connection with the subscriptions to what
is known as the Sir John Macdonald
testimonial, and I wish to impart some infor-
ination to the House on the subject. The
presentation of a substantial testimonial to
Sir John Macdonald was a matter agitated
by his friends from time to time for vears
before it was earnestly proceeded with. fhey
considered that the long, useful, and dis-
tinguished services Le had rendered to the
country entitled him to some substantial
testimonial at the hands of his friends. They
were aware that he had devoted the best part
of his life-nearly a quarter of a century-to
the service of the country, receiving only a
very small salary, which was inadequate to
make provision for his family ehould he be
taken from them, but it was not until after
his severe illness in 1870-an illness which
we all know proved all but fatal-that any
earnest movement was made towards obtain-
ing a substantial testimonial for him. At
that time a number of his friends took counsel
together, and decided upon proceeding with
the project. They felt very deeply how pain-
ful it would be had he been carried away at
that time, as there was every prospect of
being the case. For weeks together the
announcement of lis death would have
caused less surprise than the announcement
thathe continued to live. It was felt, I say,
that it would be a painful and distressing
event if those dependent upon him should be
left on the world without adequate provision.
It was then a committee was appointed; and
I was asked to act as treasurer. I consented,
and became perhaps the most active member
of the committee. I state here that I never
communicated with Sir John Macdonald
on the subject, never told him that such a
project was on foot; I never conmaunicated
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with him directly or indirectly until the sub-
scription was closed, when, of course, lie had
to be communicated with, to ask him the
naines of the trustees he would like to have
appointed to adninister the fund. I am the
only person who knew the names of all the
contributors, and I never stated to Sir John
Macdonald the naine of any one of the
donors to that fund. Sir John Macdonald
was perfectly ignorant of the subscriptions to
the fuud except what he nay have seen in
the newspapers. If there was anything
blameworthy in receiving the snbscription
referred to, Sir John Macdonald is entirely
innocent of it. I don't think there was anv-
thing blaneworthy. I an quite prepared to
assume ail the blane. If there is any blame,
it attaches to the commnittee, and especially
to me, because I was the acting inember of
the conmittee, but none can attach to Sir
John Macdonald, for lie was entirely
ignorant of the names ot the contributors to
the fund. He was so then, and he is so to-day,
except the one that has been made public
through the agency of the Commission. As
I have already said, I don't think it was at
ail blameworthy to receive that subscriotion ;
and, if there are any who think otheirwise,
they nust, at ail events, aquit Sir John
Macdonald, for I repeat, as unqualifiedly and
emphatically as I am capable of doing, that
he was entirely ignorant of it, as he still is of
every other subscription to the fund."

Every word of that was true. He
could declare upon his oath that lie did
not know then and did not now know
the naine of one contributor except
the Northern Railway, and what was
said in the newspapers about the
Great Western Railway. Excepting
these, he did not know the name of a
single contributor. He must say that
he did not feel at all too proud to
receive this testimonial from his friends.
The fund was in the hands of the
trustees. He lad no control over it.
He could not lay his hand on a dollar,
the money being for the benefit of his
family when he died. He was not
ashamed that bis friends took such an
interest in him that they did sone-
thing to provide for his family whon
he was no more. He did not think
justice had been done the Mail news-
paper respecting the stock taken by
Mr. Cumberland. The Mail was not
subsidized by the Northern Railway.
Mr. Cumberland became a subscriber
for so much stock. le (Sir Jhn A.
Macdonald) saw him write bis name
in the stock book. He (Sir John A.
Macdonald) took a great interest in the
starting of the .Mail to counterbalance
the influence of the Globe. IIe took

Sir JorN A. MACDONALD.

ten shares himself, which lie had not
now, however. Le, or the late Sand-
field Macdonald, got Mr. Cumberland
to subscribe. Mr. Cumberland was a
member of the party and was supposed
to be wealthy, and whose business was
it if he took stock in the Mail ? The
Mail Company had nothing to do with
the fund out of which Mr. Cumberland
paid for the stock. The N{orthern
Railway did not subscribe. It was
Mr. Cumberland who subscribed, and if
he chose to pay it with Northern
Railway stock that was a matter to be
settled between him and the directors.
It was greatly to be regretted that the
Commission had been appointed.
There was no justification for it. If
the Minister of Justice had been in
the country at the time, he would
not have sanctioned the issuance
of the Commission. If an inves-
tigation were required, it could
be had by a proper legal tribunal, and
not by this Star Chamber. The exis-
tence of a Commission of this kindi
used recklessly in the way it had been,
was the destruction of the freedoni
and liberty of the subject. If the
Government of the day had a claim of
£5 or £5,000 or £5,000,000, it did not
inatter; it was only in the position of
creditor, and it had no power to appoint
a Commission of judges of its own
choosing, without reference to the
debtor at all. The Commissioners
were judges ; they tried the case; and
they were chosen by the Government
alone for political reasons. Charges
were made against gentlemen without
giving them un opportunity of appear-
ing before the Commission to answer
them. Admitting, for the sake of argu-
ment, that what the First Minister had
said about the individual character of
the Commissioners was true, yet they
were known to be violent political
partisans. They were all men who
would go great lengths for the gentle-
men opposite ; they would go as far as
they could honestly, and perhaps, Iike
other strong partisans, they might
strain a point a little in favour of their
political friends. Now, why did the
First Minister issue the Commission?
It was not, he ventured to say, because
of the statement of old Mr. Hamilton-
a man dissatisfied with Colonel Cumber-
land because he refused to raise his sai -
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ary-that .82,500 had been paid into
the Testimonial Fund. The real rea-
son was to have an opportunity to get
a stab at a political opponent. The
hon. the First Minister said the Com-
mission could not continue to sit after
after the Northern Railway had pai d
the claim of the Government. But
the Commission was issued after the
agreement to pay the money had been
made. The Government said they
could not get over accepting the
money. If so, if the bargain was ob-
ligatory, then why was the Commis-
sion issued after that bargain had
been made? Yet the Commission was
issued and evidence was taken behind
the backs of the accused. But, when
it was fouud that the investigation if
pursued would affect gentlemen be-
longing to the Government party,
then the Commissioners adjourned,
and they did net meet again. They
had got their object, base as that ob-
ject was. The Commission was illegal.
Fancy such a Commission being issued
in England. Fancy the people of
England, who wrote against the old
Star Chamber in England, knowing
that we had a Star Chamber in Can-
ada. There was one lawyer among
the Commissioners, but he was more
of a business man than a lawyer, and
did not practice at the bar. They
took up the charges made by the book-
keeper Hamilton, and tried them be-
hind the backs of the accused, and
then the report was sent out to the
public. The idea of destroying the
reputation of men as honest and as
high in the estimation of this country
as any one of the present Administra-
tion from the First Minister down-
wards, in this manner. Sec what
would happen if this was accepted as
a precedent. Again and again, when
the Government wanted to stab a
man behind his back, they would issue
a Commission and call for such evi-
dence as they liked, give such in-
structions as the liked, and have such
Private communications with the Com-
"1mssioners as they liked. Men were
t0 have their characters assailed and
their reputations ruined by a Star
Chamber of this kind. In England it
would not be submitted to for a mo-ment, and he was much surprised if

e people of Canada either would

stand it when they understood what
had been done.

Mr. YOUNG said this discussion had
brought out some very grave facts,
which it was absolutely necessary the
House should take cognizance of. le
should not follow the style of recrimi-
nation which had been indulged in by
hon. gentlemen opposite. The hon.
member for West Toronto had much
to answer for in bringing about such
an acrimonious discussion. It had
been made acrimonious by the other
side for the purpose of preventing the
House from seeing the gravity of the
facts brought before it. He wished to
direct the attention of the House to
the gravity of these facts. Funds,
which properly belonged to the
Dominion of Canada, which ought by
Statute to have been paid to the
Dominion, were taken out of the
coffers of the Northern Railway Com-
pany, and applied to purposes which
he felt the House was bound to inves-
tigate to the bottom. When such
grave facts were brought to the atten-
tion of this Parliament, when it was
proved and could not be denied that
moneys belonging properly to the
people of this country had been used in
election contests on behalf of one
political party, Parliament was bound
to make a thorough investigation into
the facts of the case. He would net
enter into the legal bearings of the
matter, but he thought it vould be
most extraordinary if the Government,
having so large a claim upon the com-
pany, could not, when certain mis-
demeanours had been brought to its
notice, issue a Commission te enquire
into the way in which the company's;
affairs had been managed se far as the,
interests of the Government were
concerned. The fact that the Commis-
sion had shown that this money was
improperly and fraudulently used,
proved that it was in the interests of
the people that it should have beenr
appointed. This company, which was
indebted to the Government to the-
extent of about three millions of dol-
lars, had taken funds properly belong-
ing to the people of this country, and
had paid nearly $6,000 towards the
election expenses in Algoina of
the present member for West
Toronto, and had overpaid him
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about $5,000 above the salary t>
which he was entitled as President of
the road ; and, further, had given $2,500
towards a testimonial to the right hon.
member for Kingston. lHe (Mr.
Young) felt bound to accept, for the
present at any rate, the statement of
the right hon. gentleman that he was
not personally cognizant of the fact
that this amount was taken out of the
funds of the Northern Railway Com-
pany and contributed to the testi-
monial in his honour; but could that
be said of the Senator who got that
money into his possession, and was
there any doubt that that money was
contributed by the Manager of the
Northern Railway Company with a
corrupt intent to induce the Govern-
ment of the day not to press the
company for its debtdue the Dominion,
or to agree to a composition of its
claim? At about the same time that this
contribution was given, a proposition
was made to relieve the company of
its debt of three millions for about
$500,000, and it was impossible to
doubt that the amount was contributed
by the Manager and President of the
company witi the view of influencing
the Government of the day corraptly
in regard to the claim which they had
upon the company. Thus, whatever
might be said in excuse of the course
of the right hon. member for Kingston,
it could not be said of the other parties
who took these funds, and fraudulently
and improperly devoted them to this
purpose. These circumstances being
disclosed a short time after the revela-
tions in reference to the Pacific Rail-
way, had created a very painful
impression on the public mind. They
were aware that great indignation was
felt when it became known that the
,charter for the greatest publie work
ever undertaken in Canada was handed
over to Sir lugh Allan with one hand,
while $162,500 was taken by the
Government of Canada with the other,
and that this money was used to
debauch the whole of the constituencies.
It was then felt that a huge system of
corruption had grown up under the
Government of hon. gentlemen op-
posite, and, when it was found that the
Northern Railway Company's funds had
been employed, to some extent at least,
in connection with the Government of

mr. YOUNU.

the day, the impression deepened, and
still more vas this the case, when,within
the last few weeks, it had been found
that a large portion of the Secret Ser_
vice money had been retained in the
hands of the right hon. member for
Kingston. There vas a strang impres-
sion that they had not yet got to the
bottom of these matters, that there was
a depth of iniquity not yet probed;
and, in connection with this matter,
they would be derelict in their duty to
the people of Canada if they did not
see that an investigation was made by
a Committee of this House into the
whole facts of the case. Let the whole
truth be known, and, if the same state-
ments could be made with respect to
the present Government. lie would in-
sist upon an examination into them
also. They had been made in reference
to the Opposition. In this case they lad
been admitted by the hon. gentleman
who had received some $11,000 of this
money, and they were bound, as Cana-
dians, in duty to their country, and in
vindication of public morality, to sift
these facts to the very bottom. They
were bound to consider that only two
years ago this company came to Par-
liament professing to be bankrupt-
professing that it was impossible for
them to pay the claim which the peo-
ple of Canada had against them. When
the proposition was made, he was
doubtful as to the position of the com-
pany, and he took the trouble to read
the papers carefully, and was lead to
believe that the company had not mis-
appropriated any ofthese funds,and that
in deed and in truth, it was impossible to
collect the claim which the country had
against them. Now, however, they
found that the management had been
deliberately using funds which ought
to have gone to the Dominion of Cana-
da, in electing gentlemen to Parliamenlt
to sustain the Government of the day.
That, of course, took away so much of
what belonged to the people of this
country. If ho had been aware that
this company was so misusing those
funds-and they could not tell yet how
large the amounts were which had
been smuggled into their accounts, as,
for all they could tell, sufficient to pay
the whole claim of the people of Cana
da might have been so used-he would
not have supported the proposal to re-
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lieve the company. By that relief the

people of Canada had lost a very con-
siderable amount of money, having
obtained only $1,100,000, while
the whole debt. including interest,
amounted to about three millions.
The whole circumstances, he thought,
were of the most painful description.
fie regarded them as deeply to be
regretted, and the hon. member for
West Toronto showed too much cour-
age-courage rather of the quixotic
order-when lie dragged the facts
before the attention of the House. But
having made the statement, and out of
his own mouth confessed the leading
facts, the House was bound to sec that
the whole circumstances were sifted
to the fullest extent Another reason
fior moving the amendment he was
about to submit to the flouse was
this: There was a very strong feeling
,hroughout the country, and it existed
to-day that when certain other facts
came to the knowledge of Parliament
in 1873-that the charter for the Paci-
tie Railway had been handed over to
to Sir Hugh Allan, and that he had
spent $350,000 in trying to carry the
elections for the Government of the
day-this House ought not to have
allowed the matter to drop, as it did,
but should have made a most searching
investigation, and taken the steps
which would have been taken in Eng-
land, provided the charges had been
satisfactorily proved. If such a charge
had been made inthe Imperial Parlia-
ment as was made in 1873, if the facts
had been brought out there as they
had been revealed here, he felt satisfied
that the Parliament of England could
and would have taken only one course,
and there were many people in
Canada to-day who believed that,
in 1873, Parliament stopped short
of its duty, and that action should
have been taken which would have
mtarked the indignation of the people
at the wide-spread corruption that
P'evailed at that time. le, therefore,1elt that no excuse was necessary in
Inoving an amendment, and it was one
which few hon. members would take
the responsibility of voting against.
le moved in amendment:

" That all the words after ' that' in theaid lotion be left out, and the followi*g
'erted instead thereof:-'the allegations

in the Report and evidence of the Coimis-
sion on the Northern Railway Company, as
to the application of moneys payable to the
Government, deserve the serious conuidera-
tion of this House, and that a Select Corn-
mnittee of nine ienbers be appointed to
inquire into, and report upon the said allega-
tions, with power to send for person s,
papers, and records, and to report from tinie
to tinie.' "

Mr. TUPPER asked the ruling of
the Speaker as to whether the amend-
ment was in order, as it did not amend
the motion but swept it away and dealt
with a question altogether outside of
it. At the same time he was in favour
of a motion which would give the
Committee power to.make an exhaus-
tive enquiry.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled that the motion
was in order.

Mr. BLAKE said he would offer a
few words with regard to the two-fold
proposition of the hon. member
for North Victoria (Mr. Cameron):
First, as to the legality of the
Commission, and, secondly, as to the
propriety of the Government accepting
payment of the money in view of the
facts which were disclosed. With
regard to the question of the original
issue of the Ôommision, although he
assumed the responsibility as a mem-
ber of the Government, yet he was ab-
sent when the question was decided.
Upon his return to Canada, lie was
made cognizant of the issue of the
Commission, and he decided to remain
in his present position as a Minister,
and to assume the official and technical
responsibility in regard to the Com-
mission. It was well understood that
the Government possessed a very ex-
tensive power to issue Commissions,
but those Commissions, unless they
came within the language of the Statute
and possessed the statutory powers,
were simply vohmtary Commissions,
capable of receiving such evidence
and obtaining such information as
persons might voluntarily choose to
bring before them. The law declared
that, under certain cireumstances, Com-
missions might be issued, clothed with
greater power, and if it should be ad-
judged-and the Courts were open and
the question could be raised at any
moment-that a Commission had ex-
ceeded its powers under the Statute,
that instant its powers ceased, as it
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derived or assumed to derive vitality
from the operations of the Statute ;
that ainstant the compulsory power of
procuring the attendance and examina-
tion of witnesses ceased. If the legal
argument of the right hon. member
for Kingston and the hon. mem-
ber for North Victoria werc cor-
rect, that no witness need have
attended ' before the Commission,
then, if the Commissioners sought
to enforce the attendance of witnesses
or the production of papers, the ques-
tion of the legality of their act could
have been raised in the Court with the
utmost facility. Therefore it was that
the law itself provided against any
abuse of that power, because, if it
clothed with that power only the Com-
missions which were within the law,
and if this or any other Commission
went beyond the law, there were no
means of obtaining more informatiDn
than persons were willing voluntarily
to give. Commissions had been issuod
very extensively in England for many
years, but the distinctions were very
clear and plain between such voluntary
Commissions and Commissions assum-
ing compulsory powers. The
charge, which was not insinuated
but made very broadly, as
to the mode in which the
investigation had been conducted, and
as to the course which was alleged to
have been assumed by the Commission-
ers to have obtained certain information
and then closed the enquiry, was not
warranted by the evidence contained
in the report now before the House.
No one who read the report and re-
inembered what he read could say that
there had been anything improper donc
either by the action ofthe Government
or by the action of the Commissioners.
To say anything else was to impute a
wilful misstatement of facts to the
gentlemen who had acted on the Com-
mission, and, whatever might be their
political views, they were certainly re-
spected respectively in the communi-
ties in which they resided. He did not
believe any such charge for a moment.
They made as full an investigation as
the obstacles and difficulties which
they met enabled them to do, and their
labours were terminated only on com-
ing to the legal conclusion that the
circumstance of the payment of the

Mr. BLAKm.

$560,000 had, in effect, put an end to
their Commission. That view was
pressed upon them by the solicitor of
the company, and the respectable law-
yer as well as respectable man, the
Chairman of the Commission, came to
the same conclusion. He (Mr. Blake)
maintained that the conclusion was
right, and it was the conclusion'he
had reached on the subject. Look.
ing at the preamble of the Com-
mission, it appeared to him that, so
soon as this money wa i paid, the pur-
pose for which the Commission was
appointed ceased to exist, and it could
no longer legally continue its labours.
The Commissioners came to the sane
conclusion. It had been said that the
Government should have iefused to
receive the money because, as was
alleged, the settlement had been ob-
tained by fraud, and the hon. member
for the North Riding of Victoria had
applied to this case the doctrines
familiar to lawyers, and applicable to
settlements between man and man.
But this was not such a settlement,
nor a settlement at all in point of fact.
An Act of Parliament authorized the
company to pay a specified sum of
money, with certain arrears of Interest,
at any time before a fixed date, to
the Government's financial agents in
London or to the Receiver-General il,
Canada, and he had advised his
hon. friend, who was anxious to be
able to refuse the money, that.
under the circumstances, this could
not be avoided. Parliament alonie
could alter the prescribed conditions.
He might have been wrong, but such
was his opinion that he had also advis-
ed his hon. friend that the time for
payment could not be extended, as
vas desired. Under these circumstan-
ces, within a day or two of the ex-
piration of the parliamentary term, the
£115,000 was paid to the Receiver-
General. The hon. member for CuIn-
berland alleged that, in 1875, the Gov-
ernment, from corrupt motives, made a
settlementwith this company and that
hon. gentleman, with the remarkable
consistency which characterized his
arguments, declared, a few minutes

later, that because, with the assent
Parliament, the Government, in 187
extended the time, they had determine
to destroy the credit of the compSn7l
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by issuing a Commission of Enquiry;
and, further, that, a short time after-
wards, in order to regain the lost
favour of the company, the Govern-
ment had accepted the money. Such
a course, sustained only by such sug-
gestions, would hardlyreceive the credit
or approval of the House. The hon.
gentleman had also alluded to his
election expenses in 1867, in the
West Riding of Durham. His in-
tended constituents had then told
him that they proposed he should be
elected free of expense to himself. At
the close of the election, ho said he
thought it reasonablo that they
should not bo at the charge of livery
expenses and some littie advertising
lie understood had taken place, and
sent them his choque for £25. This
was returned, but he sent it back egain,
insisting on its acceptance. This was
his account of his personal election
expenses on that occasion. He, how-
ever, thought it quite probable that
many electors had contributed small
sums towards the general and legiti-
mate expenditure. His successor, as
representative of that riding, the
present Chief Justice of Manitoba, had
told him that lie had been treatod in
the same way, as was the custom of
the Liberal Party on such occasions in
,hat constituency. He considered it
alike a credit to the constituency, and
no discredit to the candidate. ln the
South Riding of Bruce, the same course
was pursued. He had, however, on the
occasion of lis election-without his
consent-while in England, paid some
$300 or $400 towards the expenses of his
election. IHe believed that this was the
proper way to act under such circum-
stances; and he thought that, if electors
paid such expenses themselves, the
expenditure at elections would be
greatly reduced. The relations between
candidates and electors involved mutual
obligations. He would not comment
on other observations made by the hon.
member for Cumberland ; but he left it
to the House and country to decide
whether they were merited. The hon.
member for Kingston had alluded to
the retort made by the bon. member
for Queen's, P.E.I. It was to be
remembered that the statement in
question was made in the absence of
Mir. Laird. It had been previously,

however, averred in the newspapers,
after Mr. Laird had accepted office and
before the elections. Mr. Laird, whox
had been returned by acclamation, in
very distinct terms roforred to it on
the hustings in Prince Edward Island,
wben ho announced that the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston or some member of
the late Administration informed him
early in the preceding Session-this
was indeed hinted at in the Speech f-om
the Throne--that he would have a seat
in the Cabinet before the close of the
Session.
ëSir JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
did not make that statement in this
House, and, if lie had done so, he would
have lied.

Mr. McMILLAN: Further than that,
I question the right of the hon. member
for South Bruce to make a statement of
that kind.

Mr. SPBAKER: The hon. gentle-
man is in order.

Mr. BLAKE said lie had never until
that night heard this statement denied ;
and then the hon. gentleman with refer-
ence to an absent man, who was the
Lioutenant-Governor of a Province,
said he lied.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: If
he said so, it is so.

Mr. BLAKE said Mr. Laird went on
to say that he bad not been approached
by the member for Lambton or any
one of the then Opposition; and that
from them he had had no offer, or the
suggestion of an offer, of any office
whateyer. He (Mr. Blake) thouglit
he knew all that occurred on that
occasion, and the statement of Mr.
Laird was fully and literally true.
He himself had then had an in-
terview with Mr. Laird and
other of the island members,
and what he had said to them was :
" There is the blue-book; there is the
evidence; you know our views on it;
I pray you to study and consider it,
and to act as the interests of your
country require in this emergency."
The hon. member for Kingston charged
the Postmaster-General with having
run away from the Royal Commission,
but it was still open to the hon. member
to prove the charges he had made
against the Postmaster-General, if he
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could do so; and the hon. member
could then have proved them, if it werc
possible to do so, in the absence of the
hon. member for Shefford. The hon.
member for Kingston had attacked
other Versons in their absence before
that Commission. Such a charge,
under the circumstances, investigation
being challenged, ought not to be
repeated, except for the purpose of
formulating the charge and pro-
ceeding to an enquiry. Justice
apparently demanded that treat-
ment of such painful questions.
The hon. member for Kingston advert-
ed to the fact that upon an occasion at
Toronto he had used the phrase " pub-
lic criminal" with reference to him.

Mr. T¥PPER: Convicted criminal.

Mr. BLAKE eaid that phrase was
not used merely by insinuation, but, on
the face of it, and by obvious construc-
tion, in connection with that great puL-
lic investigation when a serions public
charge was established, as he believcJ
then and believed even now, by the im-
perfect testimony of the Commission
and from the evidence of the hon. gen-
tleman and his friends. lu no other
sense was that phrase used. He was
not in the habit of using words outside
of the House with reference to the
conduct of any gentleman which he
did not use in it. In his speech in the
debate on the Address in 1873, ho cer-
tainly implied his opinion that the hon.
gentleman was in that particular a
public criminal, using the phrase ii
the sense in which it was used to a
person guilty of such a political crime
as was charged againsit the hon. gentle-
man. If the charge of the hon. mem-
ber for Shefford, as forinlated in the
motion which was the foundation for
the iRoyal Commission were true, the
hon. gentleman would not deny, in the
sense in which ho put it, that ho was a
public criminal. His (Mr. Blake's)
friends and himself believed the charge
was established.

Mr. ORTON: Never.

Mr. BLAKE: I do not expeet the
hon. gentleman to believe it.

Mr. ORTON: The bon. gentleman
did not prove it when he tried iii Cen-
tre Wellington.

Mr. BLAKE. **

Mr. BLAKE: I am not discusin,
whether I proved it or not. This booZ
(the evidence taken before the Royal
Commission) proves it. le regretted
having been obliged to use that phrase.
but it was, in his opinion, the onily ade
quate expression to sigaity thoir maean-
ing of the position of the hon. geatle-
man with reference to the Pacifie Rail-
way transaction. The hon. gentleman
had alluded, in terms to which ho had
no objection, to what had o- curred
sine, that expression was first used.
It Jad been their good fortuue to
resune habits of social intercourse, but
Mr. Speaker had stated the import of
the expression which had ealled for tie
the reply of the hon. member for King-
ston. He would say that, if it appeared
from the report of the Commission.
that the hon. gentleman had been cog,-
nizant of the fact that the subscription
to the testimonial had come from the
Northern Railway Company under the
ci rcumstances under which it actuallv
did come, ho should think the terni
applied to the hon. member for West
Toronto applicable to the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston. It vas not estab-
lished by the evidence that there
was any such knowledge on the
part of the hon. gentleman. The lhon.
gentleman had intimated that he had
brought irrelevant matters into the
debate for the purpose of' proving hin
guilty of corruption. le was bomnd
to explain to the House the whole re-
lations of this company to the Govern
ment, with a view to elucidating what
had been said by the hon. member for
West Toronto, and which was stil
left in obscurity by that hon. gentle-
man. Was it not important to kniow

that Mr. Cumberland had becu SuJ-
scribing money in the interest of an
election in Ontario; was it lot imi-
portant to know what the circDum-
stances were under wh ich the then bon.
member for Algoma had entered the
House ? The circumstances werOesuch
as he had described, and it wa inl-

portant that the matters ho had toucb-

ed upon should be before the House
It was a grave transaction when it wa

a rang, d that an hon. membersould
assisted in his election out of tne f1uni-
of the Northern IRailwaiy ComPulîŽ
Any insinuation that membeis o
Government were influnced by frient-

(COMMON8.) Enquiry.,



Enquiry. 481

ship or favouritism in the final settle-
ment with the road, was an unfounded
calumny. They could not judge from
the evidence that the Company in-
fluenced the late Administration; but
they knew what the company thought.
They knew how important a vote
was, and they had the evidence before
them as to the pecuniary assistance
rendered the late member for Algoma.
In view of that fact, what was to be
said of the malice of the insinuation
that this Government had been actuat-
ed by corrupt motives in their dealings
with the company? He was very
glad that the statement of the hon.
member for West Toronto had been
made, even at this late hour. It would
have been right for the hon. gentleman
to have had an opportunity to go be-
fore the Commission if be chose ; but
he did not agree with the view that
the Government was responsible for
that. It would have been competent
for them to have made the Commission
public the moment it closed ; but they
determined not to do so, and that the
evidence should not be divulged in any
way or sense until Parliament met. It
was competent for the hon. members
for Kingston and West Toronto, the
mnstant the report was brought down,
to have made any statement they
pleased, so that their explanations
mnight go to the country contempo-
raneously with the allegations in the re-
port. The hon.gentleman had made ob-
servations as to the circumstances con-
n.ected with the subscription to the tes-
timonial. le had never implied that
there was anything wrong in the hon.
gentleman receiving such a testimonial
from his friends. It was quite another
thing, however, when they considered
whenlce the funds were derived. The
hon, gentleman said he knew nothing
about the source of the funds except
by report. .But the hon. member for
North Victoria had told the flouse
that another railway com pany had
cotributed to the fund. That came
from the hon. gentleman's own side ofthe flouse. They did not know, anddid lot want to suggest anything
More as to the remaining source from
h Il te subscriptions came., The
hon. mnber for Kingston said Le
as discharged fom culpability on

aceout of his ignorance of the source
31 s

from whence the money came, and le
acknowledged he would have been
inculpated had he known that the
money was from the Northern Railway.
Then what was the attitude of Hon.
Mr . Macpherson who took the money,
he knowing that the assets were mort-
gaged to the Government, working
expenses excepted? It was the same
as if the money was taken from the
public funds. fIe would state frankly
to the hon. member the fact of 82,500
being given ought to have excited
some degree of suspicion and evoked
some degree of enquiry. There was a
sayng in the Sacred Book with refer-
ence to charity-that the right hand
should not know what the left hand
did, but it appeared this was reversed.
The hon. gentleman implied that it
wi.s the duty of the recipient to remain
ignorant of the sources from which
the money came. The right bon. gen-
tleman had made a mistake in not
securing himself against that which
might perhaps be the case, that which
probably would be the case, and which
turned out to be a certainty-that a
large portion of this fund was derived
from public sources, or from corpora-
tions that ought not to have subscri bed,
and that actually a considerable sui
was public money belonging to this
country, which the hon. gentleman
stated, and his statement was not
doubted, was so tied up that it was
impossible for it to be restored. He
(Mr. Blake) did not think that the
term he aplied to the hon. member
for West Toronto was applicable to
this transaction. The fault of the hon.
member for Kingston was negligence
in not seeing that there was no possi-
bility of this thing happening, and in
submitting to an arrangement which
rendered restoration impossible.

Mr. DAVIES said that, when he had
been in the louse three weeks, his
bon. friend from Queen's was conîclud-
ing a speech, in which le said that he
(Mr. Davies) had stated to him ut a
public meeting during the election
which the hon. member had recently
contested, that lie (Mr. Davies) had
bargained with the Government for a
Minister for Prince Edward Tsland.
On the occasion referred to, Le did not
think it desirable to reply, having only
heard a portion of the speech, and no
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opportunity to do so had presented
itself until now without violating the
rules of the House. The right hon.
member for Kingston had just stated
that the votes of certain Prince Edward
Island members had been purchased.
The best way to explain the matter
would be to make a simple statement of
the facts, as far as he was concerned,and
he was perfectly indifferent whether it
injured the party with which he was
associated or not. After the Province
of Prince Edward Island came into
confederation, just prior to the first
election, two members of the late Gov-
ernment, the hon. member for Cum-
berland and the Hon. Mr. Tilley-

Mr. DEVLIN : I rise to a question
of order. I wish to know whether the
hon. gentleman is really addressing
himself on the question before the
House, or not?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. gentle-
man bas a right to reply to what ho
oonsiders an imputation upon bis
character, or at least upon bis conduct.

Mr. DAVIES: These two bon mem-
bers came down, and it was then said
by the hon. member for Queen's that
they were in such a position with the
Government as to secure a Minister for
Prince Edward Island, and that that
Minister should have the distribution
of patronage.

Mr. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.): No, no.
Mr. DAVIES said they thought it

desirable to wait upon the Ministers
and their views were ascertained. it
was stated that it was the intention of
the Ministers to give a portfolio to
one of the members from Prince Ed-
ward Island; with regard to the distri-
bution of patronage that would be a
matter to be considered after the elec-
tions wero over-the Ministry would
be guided by the recommendations of
those friendly to them. He and the
bon. member for Queen's were freely
interviewed, and the hon. member for
Cumberland and the Hon. Mr. Tilley
were very desirous of obtaining their
support. No uniair overtures were
made to them, but it was urged that
they should support the Government
il they saw it thoir dutyto do so. They
were also interviewed by the Opposi-
tion.

Mr. DA&vasî.

Mr. BOWELL: By whom ?

Several ION. MEMBEBS: Name
them.

Mr. DAVIES: It is unnecessary to
name them.

Mr. POPE (Queen's): Name them.
Don't name those on one side, and not
on the other.

Mr. DAVIES said the leaders of the
Opposition were desirous of having an
interview, and accordinglywaited upon
them. The hon. gentleman, the present
Premier,the hon. the Minister of Justice
and the Hon. Mr. Dorion were present.
They saw they were very desirous of
obtaining their support, provided they
could do so conscientiously and fairly.
He said that in Prince Edward Island
ho had been allied with the local Con-
servative Party, but owing to the
unfortunate Pacific Scandal he could
not join the Conservative Party
at Ottawa. There was very little said.
The hon. gentlemen saw they had to
contend against what they considered
very great corruption, and they hoped
they would feel it their duty to support
them. This was three or four days
before the resignation of the right hon.
member for Kingston. le (Mr.
Davies) said ho felt bound to vote
against the then Government. Inci-
dentally ho said to the hon. member
for Lambton that ho would like to
know the policy of the Opposition
regarding the appointment of a Minis-
ter for Prince Edward Island, in case
they came into power. The hon.
member for Lambton said their policY
would be to assign a Minister to Prince
Edward Island ; but there was no bar-
gain made. The question was asked,
not from personal motives, but in the
interest of the Province. Accordingly,
when the Opposition came into O£ffiç
a Minister was appointed for Prince
Edward Island. When he was re-
moved the people in that Province
did not think they had suffored a very
great grievance, as it was unreasonL-
ble for them to expect a Minister for

all time. It might be said that the
votes of the members from Prince
Edward Island were sufficient tO turn
the scale, but there was not a bargai
or sale even if this were sO.
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Mr. POPE said he had made a state-
ment the other day in the House in a
few remarks that were designated as
coarse and vulgar, which ho would
repeat if necessary. He had known
the hon. member for King's for about
filfty years, and ho believed, when that
hon. gentlemen made a statement, it
was a truthful and honest one. The
hon. gentleman stated at a large and
ntelligent meeting that the only
stipulation ho had made with the new
Government was that Prince Edward
Island should have a representative in
the Cabinet.

Mr. DAVIES : I beg the hon. gen-
tleman's pardon. I did not use the
word "stipulation."

Mr. POPE: I will prove it in writ-
ing by gentlemen whose integrity
cannot be doubted.

Mr. SPEAKER: When an hon.
member of this flouse states distinctly
that he has not used certain words, I
think we are bound, in a parliamen-
tary sense, to accept the denial.

Mr. POPE said he submitted so far
as that was concerned, but ho would
take the earliest opportunity of putting
this matter right. He understood the
hon. member to say that the only
stipulation he and his colleagues made
was that a repiresentative of the island
should have a seat in the Cabinet. The
hon. member himself stated that he
put the question to the hon. mem ber
for Lambton, and that the latter
announeed the policy of the then Op-
position as favourable to the proposi-
tion. Yet the hon. the First Minister
declared the other day that he had
never said what had been attributed to
him, and that he knew nothing of the
staternent made by the hon. member
for Kingston.

Mr. SPEAKIER said the great incon-
venience of such irregular debates was
mflanifest. A distinct statement bad
be11 made by the hon. member for
Kings, which entitled the hon. mem-
ber for Queen's to make an explanation
respeeting something which ho was
alleged to have said. The hon. nem-
ber had Made his explanation respect-
ifg someth'ng which ho vas alleged
ti have said. The hon. member had
m'ade his explanations, and ho and the

31j

hon. member for Queen's differed very
materially as to the precise points of
the statement made at that particular
time. The whole question was entirely
apart from the subject under discus-
sion.

Mr.- MACKENZIE: If the hon.
member for Queen's is allowed to pro-
ceed, I shall feel it to be my duty to
reply.

Mr. POPE (Queen's) : I submit that
my veracity has been called in ques-
tion. The hon. member for King's
made a statement in which he stated
that the hon. member for Lambton
made that declaration to him.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. mem-
ber said nothing of the sort.

Mr. DAVIES: I said I had asked
the hon. member for Lambton, the
present Premier, what bis policy would
be in regard to appointinig a Minister
for Prince Edward Island. He replied
that the pohcy of the Opposition, if
they came into power, would be to
give the island a Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER said it was desirable
that the matter should be allowed to
romain there.

Mr. POPE said ho would take other
means of proving the statement ho had
made. A slur had been attem pted to
be cast on him the other day by the
hon. the Minister of Justice, when he
had no opportunity to reply.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid it
would be improper to reply to it
to-night.

Mr. POPE said the slur was in re-
gard to carrying his valuable life across
to the island in an ice-boat. He would
tell the hon. the Minister of Justice
that ho (Mr. Pope) represented the
finest constituency in the Dominion and
was returned by the largest number of
votes; that an insult to him was an
insult to his constituents, and ho would
submit to no insult or slur from the
hon. the Minister of Justice, or any
Minister or bon. member, without tak-
ing an opportunity to reply to it. Hie
cared not for- himself, but he would
adopt that course in justice to his con-
stituents. The statement he had made
with respect to the seat in the Cabinet
had been fully confirmed. He had not
the opportunity to bring it home to
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the First Minister, but he could point
to the hon. the Minister of Justice,
whom he found at nine o'clock in the
morning at the lodgings of' his hon.
friend.

Mr. DAVIES said the bon. member
for Queen's never caught the hon. the
Minister of Justice at his lodgings.

Mr. POPE said it was at the lodg-
ings of Mr. Laird, and his hon. friend
from King's was there. The hon. the
Minister was astonished when he saw
him (Mr. Pope) there, and lie beckoned
the hon. member for King's out. Those
little negotiations were going on at
that time. From the attention shown
by the hon. the Minister of Justice to
the hon. member for Prince Edward
Island it might have bcen thought ho
was much in love with him. He smiled
upon the hon. member his benignant
smile.

Mr, SPEAKER said lie was relue-
tantly compelled to call the hon. mem-
ber to order.

Mr. POPE said he would not
have risen to speak had not his name
been mentioned. He felt he couldjustify
what he had said, and ho had endeavour-
ed to prove that his statements were
correct. He ad risen to correct what
had been said as to his position, which
had been assailed. It was well known
that at that time promises were made,
as had been stated by the hon. member
for Kingston, and he (Mi. Pope) was
justified in stating the other day that
promises were made, and that those
promises should be carried out. Every
word he had said was truc and ho was
prepared to substantiate it. He well
remembered the occasion of the Pacific
Scandal debate, when the present Pre-
inier made his powerful speech and de-
clared that ho would consider that any
member of the Ilouse who would vote
for the other Government would be
equallyguilty with them, and ought to
be so branded. His answer was that
if ho received the brand it would bc
in the truc interests of his country.
But he would not like to brand the
hon. the Minister of Justice, and put
a mark on hin which he could not get
rid of

Mr. SPEAKER called the hon. mem-
ber to order, and said the language
was very unparliamentary.

Mr. POPE.

Mr. POPE said he was only follow-
ing the example of those who had pre.
ceded him.

Mr. BLAKE said ho did not inteni
to answer the harangue of the hon,
member, but, as the hon. member had
referred to a past debate, he desired to
state that ho did not intend to cast a
slur on the hon. member for Queen'
When proposing the vote for a Peni-
tentiary in Prince Edward Island, he
stated that, as members of Parliament,
including the hon. member for Queen.
had crossed the ice, convicts might do
so. He regretted if the reference had
beeri misunderstood, but it had allowed
the House to learn the mode in which
the hon. member conducted debates.

Mr. POPE: I desire to say-
Mr. SPE AKE R: If the hon. gentle.

man chooses to speak on the matter
before the chair ho bas the right to
proceed, but I must beg him to confine
himself to the subject before the House,

Mr. POPE said ho would not
like to put a mark on the
hon. the Minister of Justice that he
would not get rid of, but ho recollected
very well the circumstances when this
alleged promise was made to Prince
Edward Island. lie recollected the
trips the bon. gentleman made t)
negotiate these matters, and h al
recollected a notorious character who
was prowling about this building a'
that time. He would like to have h7
figure cut in wood, and to see som1e
hon. gentlemen of his acquailtanhCe
with that figure siung around their
necks.

Mr. SPEAKER asked the hon. ge
tieman if he could show that thh
matter was connected with the qu1e-
tion before the House.

Mr. POPE: Why has the question
of a seat for Prince Edward Island
been brouglit up?

Mr. SPEAKER: It seems to "le
that the hon. gentleman bas answered
that. There were some observations
made on my left which were replied
to. The question now before the
House is the appointment of a ConI1
mittee to make special eniquiry iflt
the subject of the report of the ÇODl
missioners on the Nortbhern Railwa.y.
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Mr. POPE: I was merely going to

Mr. SPEAKER: I must call the
hon. gentleman to order. The hon.
member for Queen's is so entirely out
of order and so determined to persist
in continuing out of order that it is
impossible to allow him to proceed. I
must ask the House to sustain me.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Do
vou decide, Mr. Speaker, that you are
io be the judge of the manner in which
an hon. member is to address the
House? Never was there a Speaker
in any House of Commons who made
such a misreprosentation of British
institutions.

Mr. SPEAKER: I statod distinctly
that, if the hon. member persisted in
speaking out of order, I must throw
myself on the House.

Mr. POPE: Well, Sir-
Mr. SPEAKER: I must eall on the

Hiouse to sustain my position.,
Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-

deman from Queen's bas sat down at
least three distinct times.

Mr. POPE: Only because the
Speaker rose.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I was watching
the whole thing, and he-was allowed a
latitude by the chair -which is not
usual. 31r. Sinclair has the chair, and
I claim ho bas the right to speak.

Mr. SPEAKER: On that point let
mec say to the House that my impres-
slon is that the hon. member for
Queen's sat down because I called upon

m.f I have called him to order be-
caUse I think ho persists in speaking
entirely out of all relation to the matter
betore the flouse. I have endeavoured
to explain that ho is entirely out of
order, and I am quite willing to hear
hlm if he will speak to the subject.
Twice ho declared his intention of
sPeaking to the subject, but in each case
he resumed those remarks which were
Out of order. I said I would throw
"yself upon the House to sustain my

r1uling, and I do so.
mr. PALMER r The question before

the Rouse is-
thUr. CAUCHON: You have decided
e question of order, have you not,
r. Speaker?

Mr. PALMERZ: As I understand the
question before the louse, it is in re-
terence to these gentlemen who are
said to be implicated in this report on
the Northern Railway.

Mr. CAUCIION: That is not a ques-
tion oforder.

Mr. PALMER: I am speaking on
the question ot order. If the hon.
gentleman interrupts me, I shall
again repeat that it is entirely
unnecessary for him to endeavour
to prevent my speaking. He said
that, whether the matter should be
referred to a Committee or not, of
course depended upon the opinion of
the House. His hon. friend the Minister
of Justice and the right hou. member
for Kingston, as well as the member for
Cumberland, bad instanced cases of a
similar description, and his hon. friend
from Queen's, P. E. I., was only doing
the same thing when ho was stopped.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled that the mem-
ber for Queen's was out of order, as he
had introduced matter entirely irrele-
vant to the debate.

M1r. POPE said that, if the
Minister of Justice would grant
him a Committee or a Royal Com-
mission-the latter seemed to be
at present in great favour-and permit
him to examine, under oath, the other
members from the island, he would
prove the statement he had made. He
had been a long tim in public life,
though certainly in a smaller sphere
than this, and ho could only say that,
if the languago which he had heard
the Minister of Justice use, was em-
ployed by the commonest possible
man on the public street, it would be
simply considered disgraceful.

Mr. SINCLAIR said that, as a
member from Prince Edward Island,
he desired to make an explanation.
In 1873, when the island eitered Con-
federation, they were not veryfamiliar
with party lines in Canada; but, when
they came up to Parliamont in October,
it was no secret that the Conservative
Government proposed to add two
Departments to the Ministry, one for
Prince Edward Island and one for
British Columbia, and they were
informed that, if they joined the Con-
servative ranks, they would have a
representative in the Cabinet. The
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members of the Opposition told thera
that itwas contrary to their policy to
create more Departments, on account
of it being so expensive. The bon.
member for Queen's had told them
that a seat in the Cabinet had been
offered to him, but that, if they would
support the Conservative party, he
was willing to rosign bis claim in
favour of Mr. Laird. He considered
that the island was entitled to a port-
folio from whatever party in power,
and they stated to both political parties
that, on the question at issue then, tbey
would vote according to their judg-
ment, as they did vote. He had told
bis friends in the island, at the general
election, that he thought they ought to
support the Reform party; and upon
that poliey he was returned, and to
this party ho still gave an independent
support. This was the whole affair.
Both parties had been anxious to give
them a seat in the Cabinet, and it was
only too true that this seat they had
since lost, which ho considered th
should still have.

Mr. TUPPER explained that on the
occasion of the admission of Prince
Edward island, he and Mr. Tilley had
visited the island, but neither Mr.
Tilley nor himself had then made
approaches to the hon. gentleman for
Queen's or any of his friends. Mr.
laird had requested them to give him-
self and friends an interview, and this
was accorded. During that interview,
at which, he thought, the hon. member
for Hing's was present, Mr. Laird
stated that their object was to state
that the Dominion Government had
no interest in the contest about to take
place on the island, and that, whoever
was elected during the struggle,
whether members of the Liberal or
Conservative parties of the island, they
would come to Ottawa as friends and
supporters of the late Government.
They also asked that appointments
on the island should be postponed
until the election was decided. To
this, he and Mr. Tilley acceded, as it
was a fair and just arrangement; and
his hon.friend for Queen's was obligod to
admit that this was the case. Mr. Laird
had further represented that, in the
selection of Senators for the island,
both parties should be represented,
and they had replied that as to this

Mr. SINCLAIR.

point there would be no difficulty, as it
was upon this principle that the other
Provinces were represented in the
Senate. That evening, for the first
time, ho heard that a portfolio had
been promised to the island; this
question, to the best of his recollection.
had never been raised. At the elee
tions of 1873 on the island, the Con-
servative Party, he believed, obtained
two, and the Liberal Party four seats.
and the members elected, as Mr. Laird
had assured them, came to the louse
as supporters of the late Administra-
tion, and were introduced either b-
members of, or leading gentlemen con-
nected with, that Government.

Mr. MILLS: Did these gentlemen
not thon stipulate that they were not
to be considered supporters of the Gov-
ernment?

iMr. TUPPER said the Minister
of the Interior misunderstood the
plain statement he had made. Al these
hon. gentlemen came up as support-
ers of the late Government. Not a
finger had been raised by himself or
any of his colleagues with regard to
the contest on the island; they had
accepted Mr. Laird's statement in good
faith, and they had carried out that
arrangement in good faith. Everybody
knew at the time all that was proved
before the Royal Commission, and the
evidence was before the country,
when these hon. gentlemen froin Prince
Edward Island were introduced to the
House bv his hon. friend from King'-
ton or by himself, or some leading
member of the Conservative party, and
they thon presented themselves to the
Hlouse, as was the custom with party
men under similar circumtances.
He would do the hon. gentlemen the
credit of saying that, down to the last
moment, they believed that the late
Government would have a majority.
But they were followed day and ight
by certain Ministerialists, until they
came to the conclusion that the late
Government would fall, and they ex-
pressed great disinclination to beilg
oft in the cold shades of Opposition.

When it became palpable that the
majority was transferred, by meanS
which he did not feet it necessary tO
characterize at the present moment ln,

the terms such a transaction deserval.
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it was agreed that the hon. members
should have their pound of flesh-their
seat in the Cabinet. No one would
have listened with greater pain or re-
gret to one statement of the hon. mem-
ber for King's County, P.E.1., than the
hon. the First Minister, who knew it
would go into the Hansard alongside
with the statement he ventured to
make in the House on a recent oc-
casion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he would
repeat the statement he made-that he
made no promise with regard to a seat
in the proposed Cabinet. They had
an interview with the hon. gentlemen
from the island, at which there were
present Mr. Dorion, the present
Ministers of Justice and the Interior,
and himself. The whole situation
was discussed, and his recollection of
what took place was wholly different
from what the hon. member for King's,
P.E.I., had mentioned. It was utterly
impossible that they could make any
promise or condition of the character
named, and he never sought or bought
the support of any member by such
a promise.

Mi. YEO said, as there had been a
great deal said with regard to the hon.
memubers from Prince Edward Island,
he wished to make a few remarks. The
hon. member for Kingston referred to
them as having been bought. He (Mr.
Yeo) could speak for himself and no
one else, and he would explain the
fhets as he understood them. Whon he
first came to Ottawa, his intention was
to support the late Government, and
the general feeling of Prince Edward
Island leaned that way. But, on
arriving here and noticing the dark
cloud which was hanging over the
Government, he thought he would
await developments. The hon. mem-
bers from the island were urged to
support the late Government, and they
attended one of the caucuses on the
distinct understanding that their action
il that respect should be considered
lon-comittal. Afterwards, they had
the interview with the Opposition, toWhich allusion had been made by thehon.the Premier. At that conference no
Seat in the Cabinet,or any other promise
Was made. They were told that the
whole matter was before the House,

and that, if they supported the Opposi-
tion, they would deal with them in a
a right and fair manner. The
hon. member for Queen's, however,
told him that a seat in the Cabinet was
to be given to Mr. Laird. He thon
declared that for one he should not
sell himself for a seat. -He wanted to
see what was right, but he would
rather sit in the cold shades of Opposi-
tion than support a Government that
could not clear itself. He did not
make any decision then, but waited
for the explanation of the Governnexît,
but the next day they resigned. He
knew nothing furtber until Mr. Laird
had a seat in the Cabinet. He was
sorry they should have lost their re-
presentation in the Cabinet, but le
expected everything would come right
after the next general election if the
present party held office. He came to
Ottawa free and independent, and he
expected to leave as he came; under
no other circumstances would he re-
main.

Mr. PE RRY said he was sorry that
this controversy had taken place, as
he did not think any desirable results
had been derived from it. He was
sorry also that the Government had
not seen fit to continue the representa-
tion of Prince Edward Island in the
Cabinet. The island was so remote
from the seat of Government that very
often its interests might suffer if they
had not a seat in the Cabinet. But,
however that might be, he did not
think it was sufficient reason for him
to withdraw his support from the
Government. The Government would
have to be guilty of perpetrating an
act of greater injustice to the island
before he would think of withdrawing
his su pport. The hon. Ministers from
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia were
conversant with the requirements of
Prince Edward Island, and he thought
they could trust those lion. gentlemen
to see that none of their immediate
wants were neglected. He would be
sorry to see any of his hon. colleagues
sold for a seat in the Cabinet, as Prince
Edward was worth considerably more
than that. He- trusted that the Gyov-
ernment would restore their represen-
tation in the Cabinet, or, if not, that the
hon. gentlemen he had referred to
would watch their interests closely.
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Mr. ROBINSON said the object he
had in moving the resolution-to get
an opportunity of complaining of the
injustice done him-had been answered.
That injustice had been confessed, not
only by the hon. the Postmaster-General
but even by the hon. the Minister of
Justice. Hon. members of both sides
ought to feel obliged to him for giving
them an opportunity to air their elo-
quence; he had given them, through
his motion, one of the best field days
that had occurred since the House was
inaugurated. The hon. the Minister of
Justice had called him a criminal. Ie
had heard the hon. gentleman say a
similar thing respecting the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, and a fortnight after-
wards he invited the hon. gentleman
to dinner. What would the hon. the Min-
ister of Justice, then, do for him ? -Re
would be happy to withdraw the motion
and agree to the amendment of the
hon. member for Waterloo.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
hope my hon. friend has not made up
his mind to do that, because I am going
to move an amendment.

Mr ROBINSON: All right.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said

the motion of the hon. member for
Waterloo, was a continuation of the
injustice, as a full enquiry could not be
made by virtue of it. He would move,
in amendment to the amendment,

" That the following words be added after
the word 'allegations' ; ' and also to make a
searching enquiry into the accounts of the
Northern Railway and Northern Extension
Railway, so as to complete the enquiry begun
and left unfinished by the Commission.'"

Amendment agreed to.
Motion, as amended, agreed to, as

follows:-
Resolved, That the allegations in the Report

and evidence of the Commission on the
Northern Railway Company, as to the appli-
cation of moneys.payable to the Govern ment,
deserve the serious consideration of this
House, and that a Select Committee of nine
Members be appointed to enquire into, and
report upon the said allegations, and also to
nake a searching enquiry into the accounts
of the Northern Railway~ and Northern Ex-
tension Railway, so as to complete the en-
quiry begun and left unfinished by the

ommission.
House adjourned at

Twenty-five minutes to
Two o'clock.

Mr. PERRT.

HIOUSE OF COMMONS,

Tuesday, 6th March, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Thre
o'clock.

FRENCH REPATRIATION.

QUESTION.

Mr. MASSON enquired of the Minis-
ter of Public Works whether he would
bring down the correspondence with
regard to the repatriation ofthe French
immigrants, at least before concur-
rence in the item in question.

Mr. MACKENZIE: This correspon-
donce will be brought down as early
as possible, at any rate before concur-
rence.

SALARIES OF JUDGES READ-
JUSTMENT ACT AMENDMENT

BILL.-(BILL No. 50.)
(3fr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole on Biil (No. 50) To
amend the Act 37 Victoria, chap. 4.

(In the Committec.)
Bill ordered to be reported.

louse resumed.
Bill reported, read the third tine and

passed.

PRISON DISCIPLINE BILL.

[BILL No. 55.]

(-Mr. Blake.)
SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.

GAMBLING IN PUBLIC CONVEY
ANCES BILL.-[BILL No. 56.]

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.

GEOLOGICA.L SURVEY AND
MUSEUM BILL.

[BILL No. 18.]
(Mr. Mils.)

THIRD READING.

Amendments made in Committee of
the Whole read the second time, and
agreed to.

Bill read the third time, and passed.
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R(OCKWOOD ASYLUM TRANSFER
BILL.-[BILL No. 40.]

(Mr. Blake.) '

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.

WAYS AND MEANS-CONCUR-
RENCE-TIE TARIFF.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming adjourned debate
on the proposed motion of Mr. Cart-
wright for the second reading of Reso-
lution 1, reported from the Committee
of Ways and Means and the motion of
S;r John A. Macdonald in amendment
thoreto, read.

Mr. CHAIRLTON said that, as the
debate had assumed a very wide range,
and as hon. gentlemen who had
preceded him had indulged in charges
of a general nature against the Govern-
ment, the House would perhaps excuse
him if he also indulged in remarks not
strictly relevant to the question before
the House. In the first place, he would
(all attention to the difficulties which
beset the Government when they took
office, and which had continued to beset
them up to the present time. One of
the greatest of these difficulties was the
bargain made with British Columbia,
and the impossibility of fulfilling the
terms of the agreement with regard to
the completion of the Pacifie Railway.
The hon. member for North Ontario
had expressed a fear that the country
would not be able to bear the strain
this would put upon the resources of
the country; but, whether this would
be the case or not, the responsibility
for the inception of this scheme
did not rest with this Government,
which only succeeded to obligations
mposed by their predecessors. He
was bound to say that many hon.
gentlemen on his side of the House
algreed with the hon. member for
North Ontario in entertaining fears re-
garding the ability of the country to
carry forward the scheme. In addition,the Governiment, on taking office, were
confronted by difficulties in Manitoba
*reated by mismanagement and aggra-
"T'd by continued mismanagement.They were also met by the inevitable

necessity of increasing the expendi-
ture, in consequence of the addition to
the Dominion of the great North-West,
a vast region comprising one-third of
the area of the Continent, which would
probably yet become the home of tons
of millions of people. Machinery for
the Government of this territory had
to be provided ; our laws had to be
extended to it, settlers had to be pro-
tected, military and trading posts
established, and a police maintained.
This entailed a very large expen-
diture, which would not give returns
for a great many years. A still
greater and an unforeseen difficulcy
was the great commercial depression
which lad fallen upon the country
and prostrated its industries; it had
continued up to the present and had
caused shrinkage in the revenue and
general distress, while at the same
time the Government was called on to
meet increased expenses. Th y had
heard a great deal about this depression
and its causes. He believed an hon.
gentleman who had been a Minister of
the Crown liad stated in the flouse
that it was due to the sins of omission
and of commission of the present
Government; and he thought the
right hon. member for Kingston, in
many of his pic-nie speeches, had
assured the intelligent people of the
Dominion that it was due to the
Government. The hon. gentleman
said that, vhen he left office, the
country was happy and prosperous;
and that now there was distress and
depression. The hon. gentleman might
as well have said that when he lett
office the Speaker was three years
younger than he was to-day ; and that
now the Speaker was older and so
much nearer bis grave. The one was
as inevitable as the other; and the
Government had no more control over
one than over the other of those facts.
What were the causes of this depres-
sion ? IHad this Goveritnient anything
to do with them? Could any Govern-
ment have averted or initigated the
calamity? To these questions he
would answer in the negative. The
cause of it was the war of the United
States, commenced in 1860, in which
half a million of able-bodied men were
consigned to untimely graves, and
which piled up a debt of thousands of
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millions of dollars; which swept one
third of that country with fire and
sword, and which destroyed the pro-
perty of numerous industries in it.
A period of inflation, extravagance
and recklessness followed this war;
the people consumed their sub-
stance in riotous living, and then
the inevitable day of reckoning came,
and, in the crash that followed, bub-
bles were pricked; the gas escaped;
inflated values melted away; and the
people came down to bard pan. Had
this Government anything to do with
this, or were they responsible for it?
No great commercial nation could
pass through a commercial disaster
without affecting every commercial
nation on the face of the globe, so in-
timate were trade relations. No
sooner were industries prostrated in
the United States than the blow was
felt in Great Britain, Germany, France
and to the remotest bounds of the
civilized and commercial world. How
did it affect Canada? If one half of
the mechanics engaged in the United
States in erecting buildings were idle,
of course the demand for Canadian lum-
ber was diminished; and if one half of
this lumber was not required, this great
industry would be prostrated. In
this way the depression affected Cana-
dian industries, and over these causes
they had no control whatever and
any assertion to the contrary
could not be made without insulting
the intelligence of thepeople. Was this
prostration greater than it vas in the
United States, in England or in Russia ?
On the contrary, the condition of this
country exhibited comparative pros-
perity. The Dominion, as to its ma-
terial interests, had suffered less than
older, more commercial and more
wealthy states. Wherever there was
disease, there would be, as a matter of
course, doctors. The hon. member for
Cumberland was a doctor, and this
eminent medical gentleman had exam-
ined into the case. The hon. member
had made bis diagnosis and had pre-
scribed the treatment. . To be sure,
doctors disagreed, and this was the case
in the present instance, some believing
that the healing effects of time would
bring up the patient with proper diet.
The lion. member for Cumberland, how-
ever, thought differently; lie desired to
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have the back of the patient blisterei
andthe body compressed,and if posbible
to induce a dropsieal condition of the
limbs; and to give the patient copious in.
ternal potions composed of Horace Gree.
ly's Political Economy, and of Hienry
<. Cayley's Science of Trade and Dô-
mestic Production. He believed, how-
ever, that this hon. member bad not
always maintained the same opinion
in this relation. Some two years ago.
when the Finance Minister proposed
to raise the duties, the hon. member
found a good deal of fault with the
policy, and denounced the Government
for increasing the burdens of the peo-
ple, pronouncing the policy faIse and
uncalled for, and one which proved
the Finance Minister to be an incoi-
petent man, unfit to occupy his presen:
honourable position. The following
year it was generally believed that,
owing to the exigencies of the Govern-
ment and the shrinkage ofthe revenue,
the louse would be asked to advance
the duties, and it was stated that
the right hon. member for Kingston,
the hon. member for Cumberland,
and many other hon. members on
the opposite side of the House had
speeches prepared denouncing the
proposed advance. The Finance
Minister, however, announced, to the
surprise of the Opposition, that owing
to the hard times it bad been decided
not to do so; and then was to have
been seen a great elongation of visages
on the opposite side of the Chambel.
Their thunder was useless, and thegun
they had primed so carefully, was n1Ot
to be fired. But they were equal to
the occasion, and, af ter one day's reflee-
tion, they denounced the Finance Min-
ister for not raising the duties 1nd
protecting our struggling industries
A story occurred to him which admir-
ably illustrated the case; it concerned
two Indians, who were brought undelr
the influence of religious convictions.
One was named Ben and the other
Sam. A certain missionary was accus-
tomed, after talking with Sam about
his spiritual condition, to treat him to
eider; and Sam rather liked the religi
ous exercises. One day Sam advised
Ben to go and see the missiOnary.
Ben declined, but Sam urged hin to
re-consider his determination. Beln
asked what be could make out Of i'
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Sam repliod that the missionary would
talk about Moses, Joshua, Jehosaphat
and Jerusalem, and then treat to eider.
Ben went up on a Saturday and found
the missionary busy. The latter nod-
ded .and Ben sat down, waiting for the
opening of the exorcises. The mis-
sionary made no sign, and, accordingly,
Ben thought that the duty devolved
on himself, and he exclaimed: Jehosa-
phat, Judas Iscariot, Julius Cesar, Jim
Crow. The missionary, in surprise,
asked what ho meant, and Ben an-
swered, " I mean cider." So with the
hon. gentlemen opposite. Aithough
there was much incongruity and iiicon-
sisten in their position,yet they kept
th object in 'view, and this object
(which was as desirable to them as
eider to the Indian) was-office.
They had heard a great deal said about
protection versus free trade, but that
was not the issue at the present time.
The issue was as to the relative degree
of protection it would be proper to
afford our industries. We had now
what some considered an efficient
protection, and what others claimed to
be insufficient. Last year he took the
position that the duiy on the 17J per
cent. list, looking at ià from a protec-
tionist standpoint, was sufficient, and
he took that position to-day. He
believed it would be mischievous and
detrimental ultimately to the interests
of the manufacturers themselves to give
a larger duty. Had we anything to
complain of at present as to the state
and developments of our manufactures?
In 1875, the exportation of domestic
manufactures was $2,293,000, and in
1876 it had increased to $3,164,000.
Surely an increase of 38 per cent. in
Ole year was a satIsfactory exhibit for
any industry to make; and he von-
tUred to say that in no other country,
whether its policy had been free trade
or protectionist, could bo shown a
better exhibit. Any one who visited
the Philadelphia Exposition must have
een proud of the Canadian exhibitthere, and astonished at the progressthe Dominion was making as a manu-facturing nation. he wished to callthe attention of the House to one point,

that the consequences of depres-
on Were charged by manufacturers to

de ack of protection. Now thedepression had existed in Canada for

the last three years; it had existed in
all commercial and manufacturing
countries, and it was a fallacy to
say that it was due here to a
lack of protection. To ar-
rive at a just conclusion, they wanted
to draw a comparison between the
condition of our industries and those
of other countries. It was useless to
deny that manufacturers were uniform-
ly selfish in their demands. They
had no objection-it was not natural
that they should-to large dividends.
When the manufacturers of the United
States were crying out about hard
times and depression, they were able
to raise lobby funds of thousands of
dollars and were able to influence Con-
gress and get their measures through.
At that very time they were paying
dividends, in many cases, of 20 to 30
per cent. 11e did not think that
Canadian manufacturers would go
through this course as shamelessly as
was done in the United States, but ho
verily believed they would have no
objection to raise their dividends from
10 per cent. to 20 per cent. While
listening to their arguments, the con-
sumers,interests wanted to be taken into
consideration also, and they should en-
quire what they were likely to derive
from protection. Suppose the result
of the discussion was the conclusion by
the country that we should adopt a
" sufficient protective system" as manu-
facturers called it, and suppose that at
some distant day-he hoped it might
be far in the future-the bon.
member for Cumberland, as Finance
Minister, was called upon, in accord-
ance with this sentiment, to adjust the
tariff, did they suppose that the diffi-
culties of the hon. gentleman would be
at an end when he arrived at the
conclusion as to what his policy
should be ? His difficulties would
just be commencing thon. The
hotels would be packed and the
trains would be crammed with dele-
gations from every manufacturing
industry in the country to get their
particular interests takon care of; and
in every case the representatives of
one particular interost would be
opposed to the recognition of protec-
tion in other interests. Suppose the
hon. member commenced with pig
iron, and was about to put a 20 per
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-cent. duty on it, on the ground that it
would enable the manufacturers to
supply Canada with all the iron she
used. Every manufacturer who used
iron to make stoves and castings of
,any kind would at once protest, and
say if that duty was imposed they
would be ruined. Thon, suppose the hon.
member turned his attention to steel,
and determined to impose a protective
duty upon it, every manufacturer
that made a tool would protest against
it. If ho attempted to put a duty on
ýshoe-findings, overy shoemaker would
protest and say the imposion of such a
duty would ruin him. The result
would be the same as in the United
States. The hon. gentleman would
have to go round the whole circle and
tax every concoivable commodity, and
so leave matters in relatively the same
position as before, only raising the
price of everything and increasing the
cobt of labour and of living. It re-
ininded him of the story of a man who
stood one niglit against a lamp-post
holding himself up and supp>sing he
stood one hundred feet in the air
while all the whi[e his feet were
.on the clay, and he was drunk to
boot. But no man would deny that
the production in this country of
all goods now imported would be a
benefit, and he would be glad
to see the operatives and artizans who
were labouring to supply our wants
living in Canada, provided that result
.ôould be secured at a cost not too great.
In hearing hon. gentlemen descant on
the advantages of protection, they
would imagine that 1,000,000 at least
would be added to the population, if the
,commodities we imported were manu-
factured here. A great many illusions
-were dispelled by hard facts, and, when
the rosy picture drawn by the Protec-
tionists came to be examined in the
light of hard facts, ho feared it would
dwindle down to small proportions.
We imported, it was estimated,
$50,000,000 of dutiable goods, which
smight be produced in Canada. On an
.average, operatives produced $1,000
worth of.goods per annum; a proportion
4ef these operatives in tho varions
ttrades would be women and children.
By dividing $50,000,000 of imports by
1,100, they had 50,000 as the number
of operatives that would produce the
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same goods. This increased population
of operatives would comprise such
women and children as were employed:
but, if they made a liberal estimate
the number of those depending upon
the labour of the operatives miglit be
set down as two to one, which would
make a total of 150,000 additional
population. No man would deny
that that would be an advantage.
but what would it cost ? In the
first place, a duty of $9,000,000
would be sacrificed on the goods.
The tariff to exclude those goods
would not be less than twenty
per cent. more than at present;
but if it was ton per cent.
more than at present, it would
add $5,000,000 more to the cost of
the $50,000,000 of dutiable good.
now imported. The raising of the
tariff would tend also to enhance the
cost of all other goods now manufac-
tured here which would add, say.
$5,000,000 more, so that it would be
seen that the total cost of adding
150,000 to the population would be
an annual tax of $19,000,000 or over
$1,200 per head. The country could
not afford and would not consent to
any such policy. It was asserted by
the hon. member for North Ontario
the other night that protection would
not increase the burdens of the people.
Last winter, while the Depression
Committee was in session, questions
were put to the witnesses as to the
extent of their business, the length Of
the time they had been engaged in
business, what capital they had when
they started, &c. It was noticeable
that they were very reticent as to their
success, but the inference was fair in
all cases that the large capitals employed
in business were accumulated frorn
small beginnings. They were unan-
mous in the assertion that business Was
very much depressed, and that higher
duties would correct the evil. But, when
the question was asked if the ad dition to
the duties would raise the cost of their
manufactures to the consumer, they
hesitated in their answers, but geDOr-
ally, in a hesitating way, would reply
in the negativo. Thon, when they
were asked what good would restlt to
them if the price was not raised, they
could not give a satisfactorY anwer.
The United States PrOtectieonist
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used to get over the difficul-
lies by admitting that the price
would be raised, and pointing to
the compensating advantages in the
shape of new works, increased demands
for labour, and an advance in the price
of farm products. The most important
manufacturing industry in Canada, the
lumber trade, had not been adverted to
in the discussions of free trade and
protection. - The lumbermen were
directly interested in having cheap
supplies; duty placed upon the impor-
tation of goods use 1 in this business
was a blow to it, because all the pro-
ducts of the industry were sold abroad,
and it was a matter of importance that
the manufacturer of lumber should be
able to produce as low as possible. In
times past the most plausible argument
in favour of protection was the great
advantage of being the consumer and
producer together. The cost of trans-
portation, however, had been dimin-
ishing yearly, and it cost less to-day to
carry n heat from California to Liver-
pool than it formerly did to send goods
a two days' journey. Distant points in
America reached by railway lines could
now reach miiarket almost as cheaply as
those near at hand. This was owing
to the fact that the brýunk lines
sacrificed local trade and carried
through freight at very low figures.
Wheat was carried from Chicago to
New York last summer at twelve
cents a bushel by rail, and the compe-
tition between these great trunk lines
had practically wiped out the advan-
tage of bringing the consumer and the
producer together. Allusion vas often
mnade to the experience of the United
States, as regarded protection. It
was natural that sunh should be the
ease. They might talk about these
things theoretically, but here at our
very doors this question had been
worked out and practised, in all its
stages and phases, and it was perfectly
natural to tuin from thcory to prac-
tice. Now what had been the result
of protection in the United States? If
protection could ever be beneficial, it
would be in the United States. First
of al, it had enhanced the priec of
goods enormously, and had unhealthily
developed manufactures. The present
development had been reached at a
cost s0 enormous to the consumers as to

stagger human belief. No less than
$6,000,000,000 had been absolutely
paid by consumers in order to produce
that development which they have in
their manufacturing industries to-day,
and for all this the doubt arose
whether that industry was on as
healthy a basis and as healthily de-
veloped as it would have been without
the contribution of one dollar of that
mountain of taxation. The hon-
member for Cumberland alluded
the other night to the most grati-
fying condition of the export trade
of the United States; and to the,
fact that the United States had, last
year, exported of domestic manufac-
tures the enormous sum of $58,993,000.
That was a considerable sum, but what
proportion did it bear to the produc-
tion of the manufactures of the coun-
try. According to the census of 1870,,
the manufactures of the United States
produced $4,000,000,000, and between
$58,000,000 and $60,000,000 was only
1½- per cent. of the entire production.
To reach the entire result of exporting
12 per cent. of their domestie produc-
tions, the Americans had for many
years been paying an annual tax of 44.
per cent. upon the whole amount. That
was a beautiful theory. There must
be money made out of it. For the
purpose of exporting 1½ per cent., they
had, for years, bled the consumers of
the country to an incredible extent.
Was the whole export trade of the
United States relatively larger to-day
than it was when this extreme pro-
tective policy commenced in 1861 ?
In 1857, the exports of domestic manu-
factures in the United States
amounted to $31,034,000; in 1859, to
$33,848,000; in 1860, to $39,586,000.
Now, if the rate of increase had
been maintained to the present
year, which was maintained between
1857 and 1860, under a revenue
policy, or a policy very much like
ours, in place of an export trade
of 858,993,000 in 1876, there would have
been an export trade of $84,386,000.
Now, let them look at the exportation of
cotton manufactures. In 1857, it was
$6,115,000, with an average of 21 per
cent. tariff duty ; in 1859, $S,316,000,
average duty 19 per cent; 1860,
$10,934,000, average duty 19 per cent ;
1876, $9,818,000, average duty 4 t per
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cent--1,116,00 0 less than sixteen
yearp before. If the ratio of increase
which existed between 1857 and 1866
had been maintained to 1876. the ex-
portation in cottons in that year
would have keen $35,526,000; and
there was no earthly reason why the
ratio of increase might not hâve been
continued under the moderate tariff of
the period from 1850 to 1860. It was
claimed by Protectionists that protec
tion was compensating the farmer for
the increased price of what ho had to
pay for his goods, by furnishing him
with markets at home at which h-
could get higher rates for his produce.
He would examine into this, both in
respect to the prices received for food,
and the purchasing power of other
commodities. In 1860 (when there
was no protection) flour was 24 per
cent. higher than in 1870. In 1860,
100 lb. Saxony wool would buy 37½
yards of cloth; in1870,the same quantity
of wool would buy 24 yards; in 1860,
100 lb. of Saxony wool would buy
14J pair of blankets; in 1870, only 8j
pairs; the quantity of hides that
would, in 1860, buy 132 pairs of
shoes would only in 1870 purchase 6½
pairs. In 1825 to 1832 (protection)
wheat averaged at New York $1.10,
corn 62 cents; 1833 to 1842 (compro-
mise tariff) wheat averaged $1.35ý,
corn 77î cents; 1843 to 1846 (pro-
tective) wheat averaged $1.02, corn
57 cents; 1847 to 1850 (no protection)
wheat averaged $1.26, corn 68½ cents;
1851 to 1854 (no protection) wheat
averaged $1.44,corn 71½ cents; and 1855
to 1860 (no protection) wheat averaged
$1.64. corn 87J cents. These stubborn
figures rendered it doubtful whether
the theory of protection enhancing
the price of food was the correct one.
Protection, he admitted, raised the
price of food when it became
necessary to import provisions. So
long as a country had a surplus of food,
no matter what system of protection
was carried out it would not affect the
price of the great food staples one iota.

Nw England was the heart of the man-
ufacturing industries of the United
States. If protection produced any
benefits upon the agricultural interests
it certainly must be in New England.
He would read an extract from a re-
cent number of the Springfield Repub-
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lican, one of the foremost New England
papers. After giving statistics as to
the decrease of the agricultural popula-
tion, the article proceeded to say :

"l The consequence is that much of the once
reclaimed farm land will be forest in the next
century, and the prices at which farms can
no1w be bought in these towns seem mar-
vellous indeed, after our experience in local
real estate, less than the fences and buildings
could be bougaht for. A. one-hundred acre
Savoy farm, with fair buildings, and timber
valued at $100, recently brought but $1,200;
and a two-hundred acre Iawey Place, with
good house and sheds connected, and two
barns, 30 by 40 feet, that was a year ago
bought for $800, was recently sold for $400."

Ris hon. friend from Cardwell-to
whom he begged to present his humble
complimenbs and congratulations-in
the course of his maiden speech asserted
that the question of free trade vs.
protection had nothing to do with the
recent Presidential contest in the
United States. He did not agree with
his hon. friend, as it had been one of
the leading political issues of the
United States for several years. The
strength of the Protectionist party la
the United States was waning day by
day, and the manufacturers themselves
were, to a great extent, convinced that
the policy was pernicious. A good
deal had been said about slaughtering
goods-this was one of the grievances
of the manufacturers. H1e was unable
to see how this would be prevented by
the imposition of ten per cent. addi-
tional duty. It was worth while to
enquire who lost by the transaction.
If any man gained, it'would be the
consumer. He apprehended that the
Canadian consumer could afford to buy
goods at seventy-five cents on the
dollar, and still better at fifty or
twenty-five cents, and he could even
stand then bein given te hlm
for nothing. Manufacturers had
proposed that, as the Americans
exacted a duty of 35 per cent., we
should exact one of the samne amount,
and if this did not stop the cslaught-
ering " they would retaliate by send-

ing their goods into the United States
to "slaughter " their market, and make
thein sick of the business. In addition to
the 171 per cent., Americans had tO P9Y
the cost of transportation to our mar
kets, and other charges there; charge
were an additional amount of abo
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21 per cent., which made the protec-
tion to our manufacturers 20 per cent.
The Americans, therefore, if they
siaughtered goods, did it in the
face of a disadvantage of 20 per cent.
against them. Now, if our manufac-
turers wished to checkmate them by
slaughtering their own goods, would it
not be better to do it here where they
had 20 per cent. the advantage, and
drive them from this market, than to
o ,as they proposed to do, to theUnited

States, whelre, even if the duties were
no higher than here, they would be at
a decided disadvantage. The remedy
was certainly a quixotic one, but if
thcy proposed to adopt it they should
give our own countrymen the advan-
tage. He was not opposed to manu-
actuires, and would be glad to see all

our goods manufactured here. It was
better to have varied interests and
diversity of employment. But this
.hould not be attempted to be secured by
à forcing process. Manufacturers were
disposed to take advantage of the de-
pression, and there was great danger
of their getting the people to
impose a heavier tax than their
necessities required. In no coun-
try were manufacturing industries
fully employed. They were depressed
in Fre-trade England and in Protec,
tionist America, and there was the
greatest amount of depression in the
two countries that were remarkable
for the stringency of their protective
policy, namely, Russia and the United
States. He believed that the policy of
the present Government was calculated
tr build up the manufacturing indus-
tries of the country upon a sure and
stable foundation. ie believed that they
had grown to a healthier development
than had been the case in the United
States. The latter country was en-
ahled to export goods through over-
production, and not on a healthy basis.
As the representative of North Nor-
1olk, he would like the farmers, his con-4tituents, protected by a duty upon
corn, and lie would not evene>bjcct if the whole people were taxedfifty cents Per head for their benefit;
afnd the latter tax would be no more
06jectionable, perhaps, upon principle,

an the former, as either would be ageneral tax for the benefit of a locality.3ut the First .Minister must consuit

the interests of the whole Dominion.
He could not act as merely the repre-
sentative of Lambton; he had to .con-
sider what was best for the whole
country. He ventured to say that no
duty could be placed upon corn that
would benefit more than ten ridings
in the Dominion, there not being
more than that number which raised
more corn than they could consume.
As regarded wheat, so long as the
Canadian and American soil yielded a
surplus, which was sold in the same
market, the price there received must
regulate the price in eaeh country. As
to corn, he proposed to give a few
statisties. In • 1874, we imported
5,331,000 bushels, costing $2,676,000;
we exported 2,680,000 bushels, receiv-
ing therefor $1,778,000 ; leaving
2,651,000 bushels in the country cost-
ing $898,000. The average cost of the
entire quantity imported was 50 cents
per bushel, and, deducting the amount
received for the portion sold, this left
the net cost of what we retained for
consumption at 34 cents per bushel.
In 1875 we imported 3,679,000 bushels,
costing $2,457,000; we exported
2,080,000 bushels, receiving there-
for $1,589,000, leaving 1,599,000
bushels for consumption, standing
the country in $868,000. The
average cost, per bushel, of tho
entire amount imported was 64 cents,
and the net cost of what was retained
for consumption after deducting the
amount received for portion sold was
54 cents. In 1876 we imported
8,625,000 bushels, costing $2,356,000;
we exported 2,047,000 bushels, receiv-
ing therefor $1,047,000. We retained
1,588,000 bushels, costing $808,000.
The average cost was 64½ cents,
and the net cost of what was
retained for consumption was 50
cents. Would.the hon. gentleman tell
them that the country lost in these
transactions ? Wo acted as factors,
buying and selling, and made a profit
by it. On the Welland Canal a great
number of milIs were erected, in which
were invested $1,000,000, and their
owners were employed in buying,
grinding, and exporting American
wheat. Was this business detrimental
to the country ? These mills gave
enployment to millers, coopers,
and others, and the business in which
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they were engaged was advantageous
to the country. The other night, the
hon. member îor North Ontario, with
relation to this very canal question,
told them that these canais were built
for the Americans. The hon. gentle-
man would pardon him if he said that
this reminded him of the South Ameri-
can Indians who dwelt amid the ruins
of the temples and palaces of their
ancostors and were ignorant of their
design, or history, or origin. The hon.
gentleman seemed equally ignorant of
the purpose for.which the canais were
built, which was, not to benefit the
Americans, but to build up our
own commercial power. West of
us lay a region, the richest
on the face of the globe. It now con-
tained eighteen million inhabitants,
and would have a population of
scores and scores of millions. The
commerce of this region was a great
prize; and for securing this prize were
these canals designed. The imposition
of a duty on grain-even so slight a re-
striction as the bonded system-woukl,
under the present keen competition,
drive from these canais the business
they were intended to secure. Nothing
could be more absurd than such a
policy. It was called a National Policy.
It had formerly been in existence a
flw months. It was slain in the house of
its friends, and the neighbours were
called in to assist at the obsequies, and
now these neighbours were charged
with the death of the bantling. Why
was it defeated? The hon. member
lor Kingston told them it was owing
to bis absence in Washington. If so,
this was not the only thing the country
had lost in consequence of that visit.
One advantage of the visit, he (Mr.
Charlton) might mention : the fact
that the country had then lost
so much from the bungling of the
member for Kingston was from
one point of view evidence of the
divine favour. TheBiblesaid: " Whom
the Lord loveth he chasteneth.;" and
in that sense, their losses might be
taken as an evidence of love, otherwise
no gratification whatever could be
extracted from the Washington nego-
tiations. As to the National Policy, a
combination of special interests was
foreshadowed. Nova Scotia desired a
duty on coal; and the hon. ineinber
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for North Ontario had stated that thc
manufacturers of Ontario would agree
to this in exchange for higher dutie,
on their wares. An attempt vas made
to induce the farmer to believe that a
duty on grain would be an advantage
to his class, but, if fivo cents were thu:
added to the price of grain, it would
cost the farmer a dollar. This policy
would not be acceptable to the country.
It had once been dropped by its advo-
cates as a monkey would drop a hot
potato; and they had better nevertake
it up again. The general elections, he
believed, would convince these lon.
gentlemen that this policy was offeuive
to the country, if they were not
sooner convinced. The hon. gen-
tlemen of the Opposition were very
bellicose. They wished to bring the
United States to terms by imposing
retaliatory daties and inaugurating a
war of tariffs; the attempt to coerce the
United States would be as absurd as to
expect the tail to wag the dog; foui
millions could not coerce forty-tive
millions, and a tariff war with that
country would be a petard whici
would hoist its engineer. We were
not in a position to make the United
States feel our wrath; that policy wa&
absurd. The United States discrimi-
nated against all countries alike, and
if we discrininated against them and
attracted their notice, it would provoke
bad feeling, and perhaps counter retali-
ation. The United States was ou
only market for sawn lumber, and we
sent them one-thirteenth of what they
consumed. A slight additional duty
would stimulate their production and
shut our lumber out of their
market. The United States Wa>
our only market for barley, and
sufficient additional duty on this article
would lead to its production On the
Western prairies to our great disad-
vantage. A retaliatory policy would
be a sheer piece of fatuity, stamping
any Government which atteinpted it
with total inability to grapple witlh
the questions of the day. Very itle
was known of Canada a short distance
beyond the frontier, and an editor of "
leading New York paper had told hii
a few inonths ago that they kneW so>
little about this country, that there
was no inducement to supply the,:
readers with Canadian news. A reta
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iatory policy would also prejudice our
chances of obtaining reciprocity; and
postpone its realization a great many
years. le sympathized with the hon.
gentleman from North Ontario when
he expressed great disdatisfaction
uwing to the fact that the election in
Bothwell had been so speedily con-
summated that he could not bring his
influence to bear in that constituency.
At the next election in Bothwell, how-
ever, that bon. gentleman might so
make arrangements that ho could
mount bis horse at the tournament,
set bis lance in rest, and unhorse,
if he was able, the hon. member
for Bothwell. A few days ago, he
had noticed in a paper of which
the hon. member for North Has-
tings was reputed to be the respon-
sible editor, a charge that the First
Minister had entered office three years
ago a poor man, and that he was to-
day a millionaire. This charge implied
speculationi, fraud, dishonesty and
theft. It was a foul calumny, un-
worthy of utterance on the part of
iny public man. It was also there
charged that the Minister of Justice
lid not give four months of the year

to the performance of bis duties; but
this was also false. The right hon.
nember for Kingston, in bis pic-nic
excursions, had preferred many
charges against the Ministry, which
they would be glad to hear in the
House; and, if thev did not there
hear them, they would consider
these accusations to be false.
The hon. gentleman was highly grati-
fied because a great numnber of people
had flocked to listen to hin; but he
wVas an object of curiosity in Western
Ontario, and it had been a great nany
years since the hon. gentleman had
made a triumphal progress through
the country. The hon. gentleman had
also an eminent reputation, though be
would not say what kind of eminence
it was; and hence, he thought, that
the receptions in question were not an
U'mixed compliment to the hon. gen-
tIeman. The country vished to know
whether the hon. gentleman was a
1e-nie Knight, a hero invincible in
Peace, aînd invisible in war ; andVhethe hle was prepared to back up,Oi the floor of the Rouse, the asser-
tions he lad scattered broadcast over
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the country. The hon. gentleman had
declared that the sins proven and es-
tablished against the present Govern-
ment were greater than all the sins
charged even against the late Admin-
istration. There arose before bis
(Mr. Charlton's) mind a vision of
the past ; the memory of a broken
constitution; the memory of a person
who defied the authority of Canada,
fed in a foreign land by money given
by the head of the late Administra-
tion; the recollection of that scheme
of madness, the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, entailing difficulties which a
century might not remove; the recol-
lection of the fact that a Conservative
Government deliberately refused to
pass an Election Law to prevent the
disgraceful scenes which would forever
stain Canadian history in connection
with the year 1872,-in order that they
might debauch and corrupt, by the use
of a great fund of money dishonestly
procurel, the electors of this country ;
the mistakes, the sins of omission and
commission, and the recklessness which
had brought this country to the brink
of ruin, and which made of Canadian
politics a pit of corruption. If the
present Government were guilty of
greater crimes than these, for beaver's
sake, let the country be informed of it.
Sligit difflèrences existed among Re-
formers; they were divided as to pro-
tection and fre trade; but, nevertheless,
tbey were united in support of the
Ministry. Of the bead of the Governi-
ment, the Province of Ontatio was
proud; ho was a perpetual and stand-
ing example of the truth of Solomon's
proverb: "Seest thou a man diligent
in business, lie shal1 stand before kings;
he shall not stand befbre mean men."
This hon. gentleman had mounted the
ladder of promotion, round by round.
They were loyal to those men, their
leaders; they felt that the charges
preferred against them were malilious,
vexatious, foundationless, and fulse;
but, if hon. gentlemen opposite could
prove these accusations, let the proot'
be produced, or let these hon. ron tle-
men stand branded as manufacturers
of accusations which were destitute of
foundation.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said the
Hlouse had listened with a great de-il
af attention to the able and elaborate
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discourse which his hon. friend from
North Norfolk had delivered. The
hon. gentleman, however, had wan-
dered from one part of the earth to the
other, and not one solitary sentence
that he had uttered touched upon the
question before the House. The speech
of the hon. member called to his mind
an anecdote connected with the deliv-
ery of a sermon some time ago. One
hearer asked another what he thought
of the discourse, and the reply -was:
"I listened to it very attentively, and
I came to the conclusion that, if the
minister had taken small-pox as a text,
there would not have been the slightest
danger of his catching it, for he never
came near it." What the House bad
to consider was the policy of the
Administration upon the tariff, and he
would admit, at the outset, that it was
one of the most important questions
which was ever considered by any
Legislature. In dealing with the sub-
ject, he utterly denied the doctrine
which the hon. member declared as he
sat down-that they were here only as
representatives of constituencies. He
took the view announced by the hon.
the tremier the other day, that it was
their duty not only to look to the
interests of the constituencies they
represented, but in all legislation to
isec how the whole Dominion would
be affected. He looked at the sub-
ject from a broad, national and
Dominion point of view. 'Up to the
year 1846, our policy was in imitation
of that of Great Britain, which was
then a protective and a discriminative
one. In 1854, reciprocal trade relations
were established between the United
States and old Canada. That policy
was continued until 1858, when the
present system was introduced. A great
many persops ealled the system " inci-
dental protection." Sir Alexander Galt
called it "modified free trade." But
call it what they chose, it was a policy
under which the industries of the coun-
try prospered, a vast amount of wealth
was accumulated, and manufactures
were established which gave employ-
inent to a certain class which they
could not otherwise have obtained un-
less they left the country. He wished
to quote an authority on& this subject,
whomevery one would consider com-
petent to speak thereon, and one who,

Mr. GIBBS.

without disparagement to the hon. the
Finance Minister, might be called a
able as that gentleman. In a letter
written to the Hon. James Ferrier ie
1875, Sir Alexander Galt used the fol.
lowing language:

"Though a Free-trader theoretically mv.
self, I have always recognized the neéessity
and advantage of adapting the application Y
principles, in themselves sound, to the cir.
cumstances of our country, the habits of our
people, the conditions of our climate, and
our political relations to Great Britain and
other countries. My views on this subject
have ripened, but have been in no respect
changed since, in 1859, I then arranged the
Tariff, and subsequently modified it in 1866.
The policy adopted then, and which to a large
extent remains in force still, was populariy
known as Incideatal Protection, though i
miglit more appropriately have been termed
Modified Free £rade. Jnder this systein o
revenue, i it well known that our mani-
Iacturing inferest has grown to its presert
considerable proportions ; and it is in the
same direction I consider a re-adjustment o&
the Tariff should now be made. Sixteen
years have, however, elapsed since that
Tariff was passed, and within that perioti
much bas occurred to render a thorough re-
vision necessary. Our Confederation nOw
embraces a vastly greater and more varied
area ; our relations to Great Britain are
happily unchanged, commercially; but, al
regards the United States, their civil war,
with its results upon the taxation and cur-
rency of that country, have caused n1ot
material changes, which may require corres
ponding legislation on the part of Canad.
Without presuming to anticipate the direction
of specific action, I think that it is the duty O'
our Parliament broadly to lay down the rule
that, in the imposition of duties to be paid by
our own people, the interests of Canada should
be the ruling consideration. We cannot and
ought not to ignore the interest which our
felfow subjects elsewbere have in our revenue
policy. But, as regards the United States, 1

frankly declare that the ought to be dealt
with in the same purery sefish spirit with
which they treat us. For my part, I a
heartily tired of efforts at conciliating .
United States commercially-they meet witl
no response, and even existing treaties an
laws are administered by them in a spirit t
petty but vexatious exaction. I trbeho"

enceforth the sole consideration willbebOK
our trade legislation is to affect oursel-
Possibly this course nay produce a wiet
policy on their part, more worthy Of a rute
commercial nation. I do not myfelf anttri ny
the present industrial depression tOe gi
special cause within the power of our Leul
lature to remove; it is doubtless the res'
in great measure, of over-prduc.i er
where and among ourselves. But 2t la
tainly the duty of the Government to el
the allegations or the sufferers most ble'
with a view to their relief if practicable. '
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.hould such relief take the form of differential
luties against the United State, I unhesitat-
ngIv adopt the position that we have a
,istinct and inalienableright to impose such
duties if we choose."

His hon. friend from North Norfolk
said we should be very careful in deal-
ing with the people of the United
States; that we should deal with them
tenderly or wo might provoke bad
feeling. But that country had done
much, since the abrogation of the
Reciprocity Treaty in 1866, to provoke
li. Had our cringing policy done
anything for us; was it likely to bring
about the object which everyone
desired to sce acccomplished ? He
d:d not believe in waiting on the
action of Congress at Washington any
longer, and ttiought that our legisla-
tion for the future should be entirely
different from what it had been in the
past. We had now a country extend-
ing from one ocean to the other, and
fron parallel 45 to the North Pole,
and we ought to legislato for the
people living within this geographical
area rather than to consider what
effect our legisiation would have on
the people of the United States. After
an enforced absence of three years
from the deliberations of this Parlia-
ment-a subject which he would take
oicasion to bring before the House
hereafter-he came back to find an
bon. gentleman Finance Minister who
was wont every Session to deliver
a doleful dirge about the expenditure
being likely to exceed the revenue.
When that hon. gentleman made his
Speech the other day he seemed
to feel exceedingly happy that
his prognostications had been ful-
filled at last. When we had
a surplus, the bon. gentleman was
Miserable, and kept on predicting that
our income would fall below the ex-
Penditiire, and that was probably the
reason why, when announcing the
dlefieit the other night, the hon. gentle-
nlan was able to look hopefully to the
future. The hon. gentleman had been
10 London; he went there annually,
and it was to be hoped that heenjoyed himself and it was
aisito be hoped that his next

would result more advan-
ageously to Canada. While in Lon-on last year, the hon. gentleman
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addressed the capitalists as follows, on
the financial position of Canada:

'REVENUE AND ExPENDITURE.-The rev-
enue has shown a continuous surplus during
each year since the Contderation in 1867,
although it has in the interval been charged
with much heavy expenditure of an excep-
tional kind, such as outlay connected with
the several Fenian attacks on the country,
the acquisition and organization of new
territories, and providing an adequate
defensive force for the Dominion, &c.
Year. Revenue. Expenditure. Surplus.
1868. ..... £2,851,652 £2,809,603 £42,049
1869...... 2,995,661 2,924,601 71,060
1870...... 3,231,714 2,988,648 243,066
1871...... 3,867,112 3,124,616 742,49Ü
1872...... 4,142,963 3,517,893 625,070
1873. ... 4,276,740 3,939,996 336,744
1874 ...... 24,973,649 4,791,023 182,626

In the year ending 30th June last, notwith-
standing the unprecedented depression in
trade in Canadian staples, the returns (though
somewhat incomplete) show a satisfactory
result, being-

Estimated Revenue.....£5,050,000
do Expenditure.. 4,850,000

Surplus........ £200,000
The eight years since Confederation, there-

fore, exhibit an aggregate surplus of
£2,443,111 (not includoig the Sinking
Fund), which has been partially applied in
the redemption of debt, and partly expended
on new works."

So that, making all the possible
deductions, the aggregate surplus
during the eight years since Confeder-
ation amounted to £2,243,111 sterling.
The hon. the Finance Minister had
brought downatariff which he asked the
House to adopt. The hon. the Premier
had said it would be unwise, in the
present state of the country, to remodel
the whole tariff. If that position was cor-
rect, he would like to ask hon. members
opposite who had been pleased by the
effort made this Session to remodel it,
as now proposed, in part? With the
one exception of coal oil, not a manu-
facturer, producer or consumer of any
kind had been pleased with what had
been done. Ie wished to show the
changes which I4d taken place in the
trade of the country by the following
table:-

EXPORTS:
To

Year. Great Britain.
1873.... $38,743,848
1874.... 45,003,882
1875,... 40,032,902
1876.... 42,740,060

To
United States.
$42,072,526

36,244,311
29,911,983
29,916,876
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13MPORTS:.
Year. From FromGreat Britain. United States.
1873.... $68,522,776 $47,735,678
1874. . . 63,076,437 54,283,072
1875.... 60,347,067 .50,805,820
1876.... 40,734,260 46,070,033

Imports of Cotton and Woollen Goods froin
United States.

1874.................. $1.178,264
1875.................. 1,631,562
1876.................. 2,499,227

Thus a diminution of exports to
the United States as compared to Great
Britain was shown, while a graduai
and steady inerease of imports from
the United States as against Great
Biitain was taking place. What the
manufactureis of this country com-
plained of was that the United States
imposed a tariff which prevented our
manufacturers froi exporting to théir
country while .they could corne to ours.
By the returns just brought down the
result was as follows: Il 1873-4 mann-
factured goods were imported from
the United States to the value of
$24,937,937 ; 1874-5, $24,676,406, and
1875-G. notwithstanding the great de-
pression, 821,438,758. It was inter-
esting to sec that during the same
period the exportations froin Canada to
the United States had greatly decreas-
ed. On many Canadian articles im-
ported into the United States there
ivas a duty of from 35 to 45 per cent,
and upon the same class oi whieh we

.only charged 17ý per cent. Was that
a matter of small importance? Would
not the Government for one moment
entertain the propositions submitted to
them from ail parts of the country on
behalf of manufacturers who desired
their interests to be protected ? The
hon. gentlemen opposite hiad not taken
the slightest notice of all the remon-
strances made. They had been con-
tent to sec some of our most important
industries go down for want of
encouragement and protection. He
referred more particularly to sugar re-
fining, by the fâilure of which in Mon-
treal 400 heads of fRmilies had been
thrown out of employment. Not only
this, but a large and profitable trade
witi the sugar-growing countries had
been lost. The following was a com-
parison of imports from sugar-pro-
ducing countries for the years 1875
and 1876 respeetively:-

Mr. Gsas.

1875. Equal to and above 13 Dutch LW.
Standard, froin 11th April. 11,031,61

Equal to No. 9, and not above
13, fron 11th April. .,3905't

Below No. 9 D. S., for the.
year ................ 20,366,261

Above No. 9 D. S., to 1Oth
April ................... 3,490,312

4G;,278,778
Of this 13,488,054 Ibs. vere froim Brazil,

an important factor in South Anerican tra:X',
Brazil being an excellent market lor oçu
lumber.

1876. Above Duteh Standard 13.. 10,507,178
Equal to 9 and not above 13. 3.894,62D
Below 9 Dut ch Standard.,... 19.261

14,421,06
Not a pound imported from Brazil.

Of all kinds of sugar:-
From From

Year. Great Britain. United stats.
Lbs. Lbs.

1875. .... 25,488,811 40,861,240
1876.... 56,606,697 36,085,881

Above No. 13 Duteli Standard-
1875.... 20,121,120 22,898,874
1876 .... 54,465,080 28,070,726

But this wvas not the only interenI
which was allowed to perish. Anothu
important one was the importation ol
tea. The hon. gentlemen opposite
some years ago, thouglit fit to removc
the 10 por cent. duty which was im
posed on tea coming from the Unitc
States, and which encouraged direct
foreign trade with China and Japl'i
and elsewhere. But, on the duty being
removed, teas could not be directy
brought to Canada, wholesale te
merchants had been obliged to move
from Montreal and other CanadiU
cities to New York, where they had a
larger market and were still able to<
supply their Canadian customers. S)
strictly did the Americans enforce the'
law that a cargo of tea brought to Mon
treal direct from China, but afterwards
diverted to New York, as profitabd
returns could not be made, was charge
the extra ten per cent duty as eo
from a point west of the Cape of Good
Hope, although the bulk had Dot bcen
broken. But what did the hon.
tleman care? Even the paltry it
disarrangement of the tarig which
had made had been the meanS
wiping ont several 3mall industries
in the Province of Quebec.
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higih time that the hon. gentleman
-awoke to the fact that the people of
the country desired legislation in
:an opposite direction. The grent
depression in Canada had other
.caases than the depression elscwhere.
It should at least have olicited some
G-Tovernment enquiry, with a vieÇW, if
possible, of alleviating to somo slight
degree thedifficulties under which our
manufacturers were at present labour-
ing. He should have supposed that
was a subject worthy the attention of
-a master mind, even of that of the

uinance Minister of Canada.

Mr. CAMPBELL (Viztoria, N.S.)
You must look somewhere else for that.

Mr. GIBBS said the hon. the Finance
Minister hold that the more we im-,
ported tùc richer we were; and that,
because we imported at the rate of
.$22 per head, and the Americans at
the rate of $10 peri head, therefore
our business anid trade relations must
be in the most prosperous condition of
the two countries. But very few peo-
ple in Cabnada could be brought to
entertain the same opinion. He (Mr.
Gibbs) was one of those who desired
to sec the importations less than they
were at present. He hoped by the
establishment of manufactures that we
would materially reduce our impor-
tations, and that even within the next
few years. He must compliment the
-bon. the Finance Minister upon the
imposition of 17J )er cent. upon the
article of tubing. There were only
three or four tube manufactories
in the United States, and it was ex-
-ceedingly doubtful whether a manufac-
tory could be established here. This
was the only instance in which the hon.
the Finanee Minister had attempted
to meet the views of the hon. gentle-
men opposite to hiim in the slightest
<degree, and he hoped it would lead to
the establishment of manufactures of
tubibg in Canada. The question of
Free Trade vs. Protection was one in
which ho did not propose to enter
further in this disuussion; ho would
await a more fitting opportunity. He
trusted the day was not far distant
wben the Treasury benches would bo
Iilled by gentlemen who better repre-
sented the temper and spirit of the
,country.

Mr. PLUIMB said it was pohaps
fortunate that the House had an âathen-
tic record of what hon. mombors said
in the debates. He found that the hon.
inember for North Norfolk last Session
gave then the strongest 1 ssible argu-
ments against the poition which he
now assuinel. It occurrod during the
debate upon an amendmient very simi-
lar to that now bofo-e the louse. He
said then, as reportod in the Ilansiard:

" It may be safely assumed tiat no nation
lias attained to greatness in commerce or
manufactures without having, in the course
of its history, imp>sed exactions and restric-
tions. This lias been notably the case with
Great Britain herself; and I think the as-
sertion that the development of various in-
dustries is necessary to the cultivation of the
self-defensive pover of a nation, is uncontro-
vertible. We have had au illustration of it
in the neighbouring nation. The Soutnern
States were without manufacturing indus-
tries, while the Northern States iwere filled
with them, and the advantage this gave then,
resulted in the suppression of the rebellion.
No person will assert it is proper to protect
industries that are not naturally adapted to
the country, but when they were suited to
the land it was the duty of the Government
to foster then. Arts ànd manufactures do
not spring up readily on a virgin soil. Li
the first place, trade has a tendency to re-
main ia beaten tracks. Then the advantage
is on the side of a nation in which manufac-
tures are established, because noney is
always more easily obtained there than in a
new country. Then, again, the possession of
organized and skilled labour is an advantage
that the manufacturers in a country where
manufactures are established for a onc time
possess over a new country. But, although
it mav be conceded that protection is to the
advantage of manufacturers, unless it can
be shown that it is also an advantage to the
other classes of the commnnity, and the
nation at large, all argument in favour of
protection fall to the griound. It must be
shown that the agriculturists are to be bene-
fitted by protection before it is incumabeat
upon the Governient to adopt a protective
policy. I believe that the interests of the
nation at large would be promoted by
judicious protection; I believe that the agri-
cultural interests of the Dominion wouldbe
promoted by protection, a id that the manu-
factures, bein brought to the door of the
farmer, would afford a market for a great
many articles of piieduce that would not be
saleable if the market were three thousand
miles away. With a home market of this
kind established by protection to manufac-
turers, the agrieulturst can benefit hie soil
by producing a rotation of crops."

That speech was a strong argument
in favour of protection, but now the
hon. gentleman had taken the other
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side. It appeared that ho was equally
able to present an array of figures to
support -either side of the argument.
Hon. gentlemen opposite seemed to
think that those who favoured the
protection of our industries contended
for a prohibitory tariff; but this was
not the fact. No one on this side of
the House had advocated such a policy.
Notwithstanding the immense infla-
tion of the paper currency, and the
false values and extravagance to
vhieh it gave rise. During the past

seven years, the United States had
been able to reduce their taxes about
three hundred millions of dollars,
their national debt four hundred and
thirty-five millions of dollars, and
croate a balance of trade in their
favour, in 1876, to the amount of about
120 millions of dollars. They had
also been able to enter the markets
of the world with their manufac-
tures in competition with the great-
est manufacturing interests existing,
to sell everywhere and compete
successfully everywhere. This was
the condition of things produced by
the policy of the United States.
false as it might be with regard
to excessive protection. Their paper
currency had greatly appreciated in
value; the rate of interest on their
national debt was largely reduced, and
they were now prepared for resumption
of specie payments, which would hardly
give them any financial disturbance.
This state of affairs was a sufficient
answer to those who held that the
example of the United States with
reference to protection was one which
ought in all respects to be shunned.
H1e was perfectly willing to submit
this example, although no one, as far as
he knew, desired to introduce into this
country the excessive American tariff.
The Americans were selhing us every-
thing and buying very little from us.
Every year saw an increase of their
sales to us, while the reduction in our
sales to them was most startling. Last
year, we purchased ono-half of our
imports from the United States, the
figures boing 46 millions upon an
aggregate of 93 millions of dollars.
Our experts to the United States were
of the value of 29 millions of dollars,
and the balance against us amounted to
over 16 millions. Almost everything

Mr. PLUM.

that could be manufactured was sont
from across the border into Canada.
The hon. member for North York had
stated that, in the late election for
President, the issues of free trade and
protection had been made prominent,
but ho failed te discover that these
were the great issues in the canvass.
However, if any success whatever had
been achieved in this relation, the
victory vas in favour of protection,
because the Republican party was the
Protectionist party, and had succeeded
in securing the Presidency for its
candidate.

Mr. MACKENZIE - Who had tLh
majority of votes?

Mr. PLUMB said he thought the
majority was in favour of Mr. Tilden".
It was said that, if our manufacture
were granted additional protection, it
would be a tax on the consumer; but
any poliey which would stimulate trade,
encourage capital, and give en ploy-
ment to the labouring classes would
benefit the consumer. The industries
of this country wore at the
present time so completely para-
lyzed, that it would be almost impos-
sible to find a parallel to their existing
condition. Such a policy would also
stimulate immigration. He would not
follow the example which the hon.
member for North Norfolk had given:
in the concluding portion of his speecn
-in making or answering a bitter
party harangue-but he would alludc
to statements made by the Finance
Minister in bringing down the Budget.
The respective positions taken by tha'
hon. gentleman in 1874 and 1877, ex-
hibited strong points of contrast. In
1874, the hon. gentleman had proclaim-
ed a deficit, and ntimated that the
country was going to destruction, that
nothing could save it froin impeniding
ruin but a complote reversal of polieYf
but no deficit really existed. The hon.
gentleman had stated, when he subse
quently appeared in the English mone
market as a borrower, that the country
actually enjoyed a surplus. Noý
however, the position was reverse
After three years of office, the Don.
gentlemen opposite had to face
a great and impending deficit -wlich
could no longer b concealed be
any art in figures, and how was it te ho
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met? They were told that large items
of expenditure in the last year's ac-
counts were exceptional ; that they
were not likely to occur again; that
daylight was at hand; that the dawn
of better days vas visible; that the
difficulty would be met by a slight
increase in the tariff; and that by rais-
ing the revenue $300,000 or $400,000,
a deficit of $1,950,000 would be balan-
ed. This cheerful tone was in strong
contrast to the hon. gentleman's lugu-
brious manner in 1874, when the hon.
gentleman announced that they would
bring about salient reforms, reduce the
public expenditure, and correct abuses
which had crept in during à long Ad-
ministration which they had stigma-
tised as essentially corrupt. Des-
pite all these professions, the hon.
gentlemen had not kept their pro-
mises or adhered to their princi-
ples. They, nevertheless, now assumed
an air of hopefulness which he did not
think at all borne out by the figures
exhibited in the financial statement,
warranted by the facts or by the con-
dition ot the country. These hon. gen-
tlemen had everywhere denounced the
extravagance of their prodecessors and
promised economy and retrenchment,
but they had failed to meet their
pledges. Even with regard to the De-,
partmental services and disbursements,
which were more immediately under
the publie eye, tha Customs receipts
for 1873-4 amounted to $14,3 5,192.64,
and to collect it had cost $658,299.34.
In 1876-7, the Customs collections
amounted to $12,341,371.13, and the
cOst of collection to $721,608.60. Thus,
with a reduced revenue, the expense of
collection had been increased. Of Ex-
cise duties in 1873-4, there had been
collected $5,594,903.84, and the ex-
Pense of collecting it had amounted to
$201,240.90. In 1876-7 the Excise duties
amaounted to $5,563,487.12, and the
expense of collection to $218,359.01. In
the Post Office Department for 1873-4,
the receipts had been $1,139,973.15,
and the cost of maintaining the
Department had amounted to $,-
387,270.48. In 1876-7 the revenuehad been $ 1,102,540.32, a falling off of$37,000; and the expenditure hadSInounted to $1,622,000. No doubt, he
Would be told that this increase in
expenditure was largely due to the

great extension of postal routes; but
on the other hand, it could be said that
these extensions should not be made
unless, at all events, they yielded some
revenue. Doubtless, owing to the
building of railways, the means for
transporting the mails had also been
cheapened, while correspondence had
increased. Further, in 1874, there was
charged to superannuation account
$73,949.19; while, for the year 1876-7,
this account amounted to $110,000.
Notwithstanding the diminished rev-
enue, year after year, the expendi-
ture of the country was increised.
It was no argument for these hon.
gentlemen to say that they were
forced in this expenditure by the policy
adopted by their predecessors, for the
policy of the latter they had bitterly de-
nounced. These hon. gentlemen, more-
over, with regard to the construction
of the Pacific Railway, were not follow-
ing the plan laid down by the late
Administration, and, in point of fact,
they had originated an entirely new
scheme.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the chair.

After Recess.
Mr. PLUMB continued. He said it

was claimed by the Government that,
when they took office, they were
saddled by the engagements of their
predecessors, and that the Government
had therefore been involved in large
expenditures, for which they should
not be held responsible. That
might, in some degree, be true
with regard to certain public works
necessary to the improvement of navi-
gation, but, in respect to such works,
no complaint had been made, and if
the Government had followed the
policy of their predecessors in relation
thereto, they had done wisely and well.
One large expenditure, which had
been freely criticised, and had
received a great deal of attention, was
that connected with the building of the
Pacifie Railway. As the plans adopted
by the Opposition had been entirely
departed from, he claimed that they
could not be held responsible for the
course pursued by the Government.
He found, from reports laid before the
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House, that the expenditure incurred
upon that work already was over
$6,000,000. There were items of this
expenditure which he thought were
justly open to criticism. About two
years ago, it was deemed necessary, in
pursuance of the policy of the prescnt
Government, to open a line of road
leading through the wil derness towards
the Georgian Bay, to terminate at the
mouth of French River. So press-
ing, apparently. were the public de-
mands for that road, that its construc-
tion was to be hurried forward without
delay, and without submitting the con-
tracts for building it to Parliament.
The matter was pressed with such
haste that they might suppose there was
immediate necessity for its construc-
tion. The hon. the Finance Minister,
who was usually so cautious in bis
utterances, even went ont of his way to
endorse and recommend the project to
the House. He (Mr. Cartwright) said:
" Of all the schemes submitted to this
IIouse, that of my hon. friend the
Premier, for opening up the fine and
considerable tract between French
River and the Ottawa Valley, is the
one which, on the whole, is most likely
to add to the paying productive popu-
lation of the Province of Ontario."
That was as vague as any utterance
ever made by an oracle of Delphos, but
no doubt it had the intended effect.
The hon. gentleman did not exactly on-
dorso the project; he meant nothing or
anythingjust as the statement might be
read. He thought by this tinffe the
roac ought to be approaching comple-
tion, and that very soon the wilderness
would resound with the shrill echo of
the whistle of the locomotive. But
he feared that the solitudes would re-
main unbroken for some time to come,
and that, upon examination, the project
had either been found impracticable or
that for some mysterious reason the
contract had been abandoned. It was not
unreasonable to suppose that there were
strong motives for entering into this
undertaking,and proper security should
have been taken from the contractor,
and stops ought to have been taken to
hold him to his contract. There were,
moreover, lines projected from Thunder
Bay to Fort Winnipeg, which had
been one of the most uncertain and
varying of all rai lway schemes brought

Mr. PLUMB.
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before the House. At one time it was
proposed to utilize the "great water.
stretches " of the West; another time
there was to be a continuous railway
lino upon a certain route lying near to
the water stretches ; and, again, the
lino was to go farther northward, en-
tirely outside the lino first contem-
plated. This line of water stretches,
which began nowhere, went nowhere,
and terminated as it began, was to be
utilized, not for traffic, for that would
be impossible in a route so difficult and
inconvenient for travel, but for the
purpose of carrying the railway iron
to the railway track. On the first line,
large sums of money had already been
expended, and the engineer had report-
ed that it could not be completed in two
years, and when it was finished it would
be entirely useless, even for the purpose
ofcarrying rails. Thon, again, there was
a telegraph lino lrom Winnipeg, stretch-
ing to the Rocky Mountains, which
had cost a large sum of money, and, as
it was located before the line of railway
was located, it would no doubt be found
necessary to change its course. Those
items were part of the system inaugu-
rated by the present Government, who
were solely responsible for them, and
might go far to explain how it becane
.necessary to meet deficits and incur
new loans. The last loan of the hon.
the Finance Minister liad evokod con-
siderable criticism., There could be no
doubt but that the system of tender,
which the hon. gentleman had departed
from, was the correct one for a finan-
cier to pursue in making public loans.
The plan adopted by the Finance
Minister placed the loan in the hands
of the large capitalists and enabled
them consequently to control the price
of future loans, and to dictate their ownC
terms. The loan was placed at a CO-
mission of one per cent. Under the
terms allowed to subscribers, they were
to pay their subscriptions by instal
monts running through a seriesf
months : 5 per cent. on application
15 per cent, on allotment; 20 per cent,
January 31st; 20 per cent., March 25tî,
20 per cent., May 25th ; il per eent•
July 25th; interest accraing to the pur-
chaser. Upon those terms the investors
would get the lan, not considering
the commission, at 89¾. It was a price
lower than the 4 per cents of the samel
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.haracter were selliiig at in the market
at the ti me, but iii view of the magn itude
of the loan, the conditions, and the

)ositioni of the country, owing to
circumstances over which the Oppo-
ition had no control, it rnight be
)nlsildered a fair price, and he hoped

everv future negotiation would give as
a'ood a one. Borrowing and taxation
'went hand in hand. The next thing
to be done was to endeavour to meet
the deficit. That vas to be met by the
imposition of duties which, according
to the calculations made by the Finance
Miinister, would yield about $450,000,
but which would not go very far to pay
a deticit of $1,950,000. The proposed
duty on tea was put in the most
obectionable form-that of a specific
duty, taxing alike the cheapest and
Rost expensive qualitios of that noces-
sary article. It thus became an onerous
impost upon those who could least
afford to pay the duty, while it
was comparatively light and trifling
to those who could best afford to be
taxed for their luxuries. Another point
was that the imposition of this duty-
so far as it could have an influence-
âould favour the direct trade of the
country, and make it an object to im-
port from the countries where this
article was produced rather than
bring it from intermediate ports, thus
encouraging our shipping trado and
)ur commercial trade as a whole. The

duty on malt and beer might be all
very well, but ho could not understand
wvhy that comparatively mild liquor,
lecer, should be taxed, and that no addi-
lional tax should be placed upon whis-
key, which was also made inthis coun-
tvr. lie could not understand why
beer should have been selected, and
why those who consumed that bever-
age should be obliged to pay for it at a
higher rate, comparatively, than those
w-ho drank whiskey, which many an
hOn. Imember would rqther sec prohi-
bited by some legisiation than fostored
by the partial legislation proposed to
the House. The reason fo)r selecting
tubing for taxation was neither valid
nor sound, and it was difficult'to under-
7tand why that article out of'our long
list of free imports should be specially
rmarked for duty at this Darticular
tlime, especially' whon the value ofthe whole quantity imported only

amounted last year to $266,000. There
night, however, be some special reason

for the selection, and it might be discov-
ered afterwards. If the expenditure of
the country proceeded, additional taxes
would certainly become necessary.
Ho did not agree with the hon. the
Finance Minister that we had yet
reached the end of the depression in
the country. He claimed that if more
taxes were to be levied they should be
imposed in such a way as net to in-
crease the burdens on the people, but
in some degree to compensate those
who had to pay them by stimulating
some of the industries of the country
now languishing under the depression
which had prevailed during the past
two or thrce years. The hon. the
Premier, in speaking of the amend-
ment to the resolution, which he (Mr.
Plumb) intended to support, had
stated that it went in the direction of
taxing the poor man for his necessities.
But it would be much better to tax
the poor man slightly, if thereby he
was given the means wheroby to sub-
sist and to pay his taxation, and it was
in that belief and hope that he advo-
cated the introduction of the principle
of protection in a revised tariff which
members on his side of the House
thought w-as necessary to the best
interests of the country. It was not
the business of the members of the
Opposition to place a specific policy
before the country; that was the duty
of the Government. No doubt when
the time came, as come it would in his
judgment, when the position of parties
was reversed, a policy wouhl be brought
forward by the right hon. member for
Kingston, whom he had the bonour to
follow, which would be for the good of
the country and satisfactory to it, and
would show that the promises made on
this side of the House, unlike those
made by hon: gentlemen opposite, had
been fultlled when they came into
power.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) said, on
rising to address the House on the
amendment of the right bon. member
for Kingston, he did not propose to
enter into a discussion of the question
whether free trade, incidental pro-
tection, or a protection policy pure
and simple, was the proper fiscal policy
for thê people of this country. The
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commercial and fiscal character of the
question had been already so
ably and fully discussed by the
hon. member for North Norfolk (Mr.
Charlton) that little remained to
be said from his own individual stand-
point. He proposed, however, to
address a few remarks to the louse
with regard to the position taken by
the hon. member for Niagara, and par-
ticularly with reference to the views
expressed by the hon. member for
Cardwell on what he called the abnor-
mal expenditure of the present Admin-
istration. He congratulated the hon.
member for Cardwell on the ability
with which he had handled a brief
from the hon. member from Cumber-
land. He had the pleasure of devoting
considerable attention to the former
hon. member before his entrance into
Parliament. He had the pleasure of
meeting him on very many occasions
as well as the hon. member for Cum-
berland, and, knowing the sentiments
of the latter hon. member, and finding
the hon. member for Cardwell so fre-
quently in his company, ho was not at
all surprised to find that the member
for Cardwell followed so closely in the
footsteps of his illustrious predecessor.
He ceongratulated the hon. member for
Cardwell also on the fact that ho
seemed to appreciate the distinction
between logic and sophistry, between
fact and fiction,-much more closely,
indeed, than did the hon. member for
Cumberland in some of the financial
statements he addressed to the
louse. In investigating the Public
Accounts, the hon. member for Card-
well had come to this conclusion,
namely, that the expenditure of the
present Administration, during the
years 1875-6, was greater by $600,000,
than the expenditure of 1873-4. This
statement had an amount of fairness
and frankness in it which.did credit to
his good judgment and close investiga-
tion of facts. It was a question long
in dispute between hon. members on
both sides of the House as to whether
the present or the late Administration
was chargable for the expenditures
of 1873 and 1874. The hon. member
for Cardwell had admitted the respon-
sibility of the late Administration for
that expenditure, and, with that as his
starting point ho had come to the con-

Mr. Ross.

clus'on, after omitting all exceptional
sums for both years, that the present
Government could only be justly
charged with extravagance to the extent
of $600,000. He had taken the trouble
to compare the statements of the hon,
member for Cardwell with the Publie
Accounts and found that in the main
his conclusions had been tolerably
correct. Nevertheless, there were a
number of items in 1875-i which must
be admitted as exceptional and extra-
ordinary which had not been consid-
ered by the hon member.. The first,
which was not included, was the grant
of $50,000 for the veterans of 1812.
When that vote was proposed in the
House, hon. members expressed them-
selves freely in regard to it, and there
appeared to be only the oue opinion
entertained, that those who had served
their eountry, encountered hardships
and dangers in service should be even
at this late day rewarded with some
compensation. lie was sure the hon.
member for North Hastings, whose
loyalty to his country was only ex-
celled by allegiance to his party, wouldt
admit that the hon. member for Card-
well should not have omitted that suma
from the Estimates of 1875-6. Then
they had, te complote treaty obliga-
tions with Prince Edward Island,
840,000 ; to pay running expenses
of Prince Edward Island Railway,
$220,000 ; reporting and publishing
debates, $13,000; additional on
printing account, $13,000 ; el-
penses of Mounted Police, omitted
by his hon. friend, $170,000 :
for the administration of justice and the
establishment of the Supreme Court
$84,000 ; Insurance Inspection, $10,000;
besides several miscellaneous articles
which more than absorbed this abnor-
mal expenditnre so much complained of.
If the hon. member had pursued his
investigation into the Publie Accounts
a little farther, ge would have foind, a;
he (Mr. Ross) had found, and as any
hon. member might find, that the
exceptional and extraordinary eXPen-
diture of $600,000, which ho charged
against the present Admifistration,
was not borne out by the facts. The
hon. gentleman had referred in detail
to the expenditures of some of the
public Departments. First, ho had
noticed a deficit in the Post-1h<
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Departinent for the past year, which
ho had stated correctly at $520,000. A
slight examination, however, would
have shown him that last year was not
exceptional, so far as the Post-office was
concerned, because, from 1867 down
to the present time, there had been an
annually increasing deficiency. In
1867-68 it amounted to $91,000;
1868-69, $250,000; 1869-70, $285,000 ;
1870-71, $203,000; 1671-72, $237,000;
1872-73, $234,000; 1873-74, $248,000;
1874-75, $365,000 ; and last year
$520,000. He admitted that this was
a large deficit, one that could only bo
justified on the ground that every
individual, not only in the House, but
in the country, was interested in the
utmost postal accommodation that the
1)ublic funds could afford. He asked
lion. gentlemen opposite if they were
prepared to declare that a reduction
should be made in the number of post
offices, or that the number of miles
necessary to traverse in the postal
service should be diminished in order
to reduce the expenditure. He was
confident hon. gentlemen opposite
would not commit themselves to such
a policy, knowing the eager demand
on the part of all classes in the com-
munity for that accommodation. But
there were some grounds on which a
certain amount of the deficit could be
accounted for. First, there was a re-
duction in the receipts of last year
amounting to $37,000, the depression
of trade which seemed to have affected
the general commercial revenue of the
country having also affected the postal
revenue; moreover, the postal service
contracts made three or four years ago
had expired, and it was necessary to
renew them, and this could only be
done at an increased expense. Again,
the introduction of the free delivery
system had cost the country $36,000,
an expenditure which did not enter
into the items of 1873-74. Then there
Was the grant of $6,000 for railroad
rnail Service in the Province of Prince
Elward Island. Those items added
together would reduce the deficit in the
Postal Department for 1875-6 to nearly
tho same amount as that for 1873-4.
It was desirable, however, that the
"use should ascertain what was the
average of those deficits. It was fair
to assume that, if the present Adminis-

tration, in view of all the difficulties
by which they were surrounded, and
particularly the depressed condition of
the trade of the country, had not in-
creased the indebtedness or expense of
the service in a greater ratio than the
preceding Government, then at least
they could not be chargable with undue,
extravagance. During the seven
years that the hon. gentlemen opposite
were in power the expenses of the
Postal Service had increased annually
at the rate of 15 per cent., or 107 per-
cent. increase in seven years. During
the present Administration the in-
creased expenditure only reached 7-
per cent. per annum. So far, the-
comparison was satisfactory. Let it
be compared on another basis.
If the amount of work done was in fair
proportion to the expenses, thon there
could b no fair charge of increase.
Under the old Administration work
increased 82 per cent., while the ex-
penses increased 107 per cent. Under
the present Administration the
amount of work had increased 30 per
cent., while the expenses had only in-
creased 7 per cent. But was Canada
the only country that had a deficit in
its postal service. Hon. gentlemen
opposite pointed to the United States.
One would suppose by their interest
in American institutions just now that
they were willing to transfer this
House of Commons to the other side of
the line.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Oh,
oh.

Mr. ROSS-And abandon Canada
with its free trade fanaticism and settle
thomselves beneath another flag, under
more beneficial and prosperous influ-
ences. Well, what did they find? In
1873 we had a deficit in the Pbst Office
Department of a quarter of a million,
while in the United States the deficit
was $6,088,201. In the following year
the United States. had a deficit of
$7,529,842, and in 1875, of $6,562,216 ;
or in other words in the United States
there was an average deficit of $200
upon every post office, while in
Canada there was only an average
deficit of $100. The hon. member
for Cardwell next attacked the
Excise Departmont. The hon. gen-
tlemen opposite seemed to be much
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incensed about the matter. One hon.
gentleman regretted very much, in
the interest of temperance, that the
Government proposed an increased
duty on beer. He (Mr. Ross) was
glad to see such an interest on behalf of
temperance. He expected some day
to deal with this question, and he
would be glad to see the hon. mem bers
for Vancouver and Carleton advocate a
Prohibitory Liquor Law. Wel, under
hon. gentlemen opposite, the expenses
of this Department regularly increased.
Between 1867-8 and 1873-4 there was
an inerease from $78,938 to $194,027,
an increase of 150 per cent., or 20 per
cent. per annum. Under the present
Administration the increase was
only 2T per cent. per annum. This
certainly did not show extravagance.
The Militia Departnent was iiext
attacked, and the charge made that
the expenditure for militia purposes was
of very little value to the country.
Truc, the expenditure under this head
was always very heavy, and it was quite
possible full value w-as not received in
any case for the outlay. But let them
sec the work donc. In 1867, 37,170 men
were drilled for 16 days; in 1868,
35,000 were drilled 8 davs in battalion
camp and local headquarters; in 1869,
34,000 for 13 days, do. ; in 1870,
35,000, 16 days, in camp ; in 1871,
34,503, 16 days, in large camps ; in 1872,
34,340, 16 days, the same; in 1873,
30,358, 8 days in camp and 16 days at
local headquarters; in 1874, 29,301, 12
days'drill; in 1875, 29,605, 12 days'local
drill for infantry, and 16 days for field
artillery in camp; in 1876, 23,000, 8
days' local drill, infantry, and 12 days,
artillery, in camp. Theso figures
showed that under the present Admin-
istration tjie number of men drilled had
been nearly as great as under the late
Administration. It was desirable that
a large sum should not be ex-
pended for militia purposes. We
were at peace with ourselves and at
peace with all mankind. All we re-
quired was a.nucleus in case of neces-
sity. The present Government had
effected a saving under this head last
year of half a million dollars. An
attempt was made by the hon. member
for Niagara to show that in the super-
annuation connected with the public
service some undue expenditures were

Mr. Ross.

made. He found that, from 1871 to
1874, the expenditure for superanini.
ation increased under the late Adminis.
tration 400 per cent., nameiy, fromr,
$12,880 to $64,142. Between the years
1873-4 and 1875-6, it increased from
$64,412 to $101,627, or an increase of
only 50 per cent. during the last tvo
years. The expenditure under the
Superannuation Fund was statutory,
and as old mon got unfit for service
they were obliged to retire. Objection
was also found with the Weights and
Measures Act, but that Act was passed
by the late Administration. If there
was any blame for this notorious Act,
the responsibility must rest on his
hon. friend from Cumberland, who
initiated the measure and carried it
through Parliament in 1873. There
was one peculiar feature about the
remarks of the hon. member for Card-
weil worthy of notice. While he
pointed out the items of increased cx-
penditure the items of decrease wcre
all omitted. He would refer to one in
particular. The average rate of interest
paid upon the publie indebted-
ness by the late Administration
was 5Z per cent. per annum, while
the average rate paid by the
present Administration was 4.9 per
annum, being a difference of one-half
per cent. per annum on the liabilities
of the Dominion. The effoet of this
reduction was the saving of $320,000
per annum in interest alone. As it
would be necessary for years to come
to borrow largely, the importance of
this reduction would be apparent. In
the expenses for management aIso
there was a large reduction. Jndr
the old Administration the expense for
management was 4 per cent., while
under the present Administration it

was less than 3 per cent. There had
been also the following other reduc-
tions :-Dominion Mounted Police,
$42,000 ; $83,000 in the management of
Panitentiaries; $157,000 in legislation;
$5,000 in hospitals ; $12,000 miscel-
laneous expenses ; $71,000 in manage-
ment of the Dominion lands; $118,000
in management of the Dominion forces
in Manitoba. While these reductions
were taking place, the present Admins-
tration had not forgotten public works
chargeablè to income. Daring the seven
years in which the late Government
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were in power the expenditure on
public works chargeable to income
aîmoiinted annually to $1,121,307, and
d ui ng the present régime they amounted
!o $2,092,035 In 1867 our interest
account was four and a half millions in
round numbers. In seven years
that increased to five and three
quarter millions, nearly an increase of
one and a quarter million, representing
in capitalized debt $30,000,000. The
ordinary expenses of the late Adminis-
tration in 1867 were $3,630,298, in
1873-4 $8,324,026. The increased
charges on Revenue amounted to
$3,000,000. He was pleased to learn
that the hon. gentlemen opposite had
learned economy since then. He
ventured to say if they remained in
opposition for a quarter of a century,
as it was probable they would, they
would have so practiced and studied
the principles of economy as to be a
guarantee of the careful management
of this country for ill time to come.
And now a few words about the loan.
If bis lion. friend the Minister of
Finance was mistaken, as the hon.
gentleman opposite said, what did
they find ? That the Finance Ministers
of other countries had made the same
mistake. Looking over the work
quoted by his hon. friend from Card-
well, "Fenn on the Funds,"he saw that,
since 1871, no less a sum tharn
£305,000,000 sterling, had been floated
upon the English market, not by
tender, but at fixed values varying
from 73 to 96J. This statenent
was to him assuring, as it
showed that the Finance Minister
had acted with due caution and with
due regard for the interests of this
country. The hon. gentlemen opposite
seemed to take a special interest in the
affairs, and particularly in the com-
mercial prosperity of, the United
States at the present time. H1e ad-
mitted that it was perfectly fair and
legitimate for them, wherever they
found commercial prosperity, and
those who were capable of managing
the affairs of a great nation, to inquire
into the policy by which they were
governed, to see whether or not that
POlicy could be transferred to our own
country; but the evidence in their
POssession did not go to show that the
United States were to any great extent

more prosperous than the Dominion. It
was said by the hon. gentleman opposite
that in some respects the labour mar-
ket of the United States was much more
prosperous than our own ; but lie found
in a Liverpnal paper, the Enjairer,
a statement complaining that the
labour market of England was not so
prosperous as it was soma years ago,
and adding that this was no matter for
surprise, since from the United States,
which had at one time the reputation
of being the paradise of labour, more
immigrants of the artizan class had
returned during the past two years
than was ever known before to be the
case; every transatlantic steamer
arriving at Liverpool during this
period had brought numerous passen-
gers of this class. Besides, how was it
that during the past year there had
been such active competition in New
York to secure employment on
the Greenock Docks ? If protection
built up the financial prosperity
of a country, as was re)re-
sented to be the case, how
could they account for this
state of things? They should care-
fully examine other evidence of a
general character before they would
be satisfied in reversing our fiscal
policy and adopting that of anotber
country. For instance, taking the
shipping of the United States in 1860,
77 per cent. of the whole trade of the
United States was carried on in Ameri-
can bottoms. In 1868, under the pro-
tective policy advocated by the hon.
gentlemen opposite, this was reduced
to 44 per cent., and in 1873 it was fur-
ther reduced to 28 per cent. The hon.
gentleman, before proposing to change
our fiscal policy, should also consider
these facts. Last year the United Stateï
owned 2,424,000 tons of shipping, and
Canada owned 1,460,000 tons. This
was to say that the Americans had
one ton of shipping for every
18 persons in their population,
while Canada had one ton for
every 21 persons. This showed
that our fiscal policy, whether frec
trade, incidental protection, or what-
ever it might be termed, had developed
the commercial prosperity of the
country and fostered its shipping in-
terests in a far groater ratio than had
been the case in the United States.
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Our trade represented $45 per head, Joseph Hume and others of the froc
while the trade of the United States trade school, for those of men like the
reprosented only $28 per head. Our hon. member for North Ontario, the
burdens of taxation were also hon. member for Niagara, and other
lighter. These were all elements hon. gentlemen opposite. It would be
which went to contribute and did con- suicidai policy to do so, and li hoped
tribute towards the prosperity and the day was far distant when Canada
power of any country. At this period wouid hedgo herseif around with pro.
of our history, when we were en- tection, and when ler Peopie vouid
deavouring to bind distant Provinces not bo abie to bay in the cbeapest
together and lay the foundatin as it market availabie, a-d sou their produc-
vere of future conquests, commercially tions, agricultural or manufacturing,

and financially, and build up the nu- in tho doarest market open to them i
clous of a British Confederacy on this the Hhorld.
,continent, he thought they ougt Mr. WOOD said he did not intend
not to change the fiscal poiicy to discuss the, abstract questions of free
wiici during the past thirty-five trade and protection; this Oi had the
years bad incrcased the ýcommerce of honour to do on a former occasion, and
Canada 700 per cent., and during tlie the flouse and country quito under-
last ton years deveioped to an extraor- stood the position li took in this rela-
dinary degree the prosperity of this tion. Neither would lhe disuss the
ountry. Ris lion. friond from North monts of the recent lan negotiated by

Norfolk Lad referrod to the Centennial tho Finance Minister, but Le wouid
Exhibition, and to the ftct that there binly refer to the tarif which had
Janadians were not only able to com- been subuitted to the ouse. cHe and

pote sucessfully witlm theUnited States, other bon. gentlemen, wlien last Session
but aiso witb other countries. If pro- opened, lhad expected thot the tarif
toction ad accomplished so muac for would be canged as was demandec in
the nited States as was aeged, iow the interest. of tihe country; but thiS
was it that we, under the present fiscai was not done and Le was i conse-
poicy, had in many respects not oniy quence disappointed. The country
stood stood side by side, but out-dis- liad also been disappointed because in-
tanced the Americans? Every Cana- creased protection had not been s a
dian aricuturist woud be pinesed to corded. Winn lo returned to bis
lsnt that with regard to the dairy, constituency, lie was besieged bY
doncrning which we had free trade as friend who wished to know why
far as agricutural products were con- the Government had adopted suc
cerned, we had not only exelied the a policy, and ie had replied th t
Eiobie of the United States on the Lef las not in the secrets of the

average, but also- tho dairy pro- novrnent, but ho presumed the
ductions of the Stato of New Government lad sufficient reasons for
York, which in this respect enjIoyed the course they ad taken; and that
the iiighest repuitation among the L e was satisfiod that tliey liad done what
State of the Union. Thisshowedthat toy onsidered bast in tde inte
we iad achitved such great progres o thie country. He ;ad ventrd,
that oui fiscal policy sbouid fot be lowever, to say nd thought that the
rudely changed. lie, for one, was not overnment, during recess, ountd re-
prepared to consent to suci an alter- vise te wbole tarif, and tbat during
ation. England, under the operation this Sessionsco a tarif would be sub-
o? free trade Lad incased ber trade mitted, affording to the renufactuning
400 per cent.; and since the negotiation industries of thb countryethat masure of
o the Cobden Treaty witfe rance In protection towhich i considered these
1854, lier trade with that country industries wore nustly entitled i the
cad increosed from $9d,000,000 to presont condition of affairs. This pr-
w375oeo000. Did this show that free diction ad not been verified and he

trade was adverse to commercial confessed to feeling disappoitment i
prsprty lie was not prepared to consequence. To his mind it W55 016i

lay aside the teachings of men lile that, if the Government had sdded f2
Cobden, John Bright, Gladstone, Lowe, per cent. to the presint nt er esnts

Mr. poss.ry
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list, with a 20 per cent. tariff they
would have donc simple justice to
themselves and to the country at large.
lie admitted that we at present oc-
cupied a better position than we did
twelve months ago; greenbacks then
were worth 85, while to-day they
were practically at par, and to that
extent our manufacturing interests
weIo protected, but for this the Gov-
crnment could not claim any crodit.
With grcenbacks at par and a twenty
per cent. tariff, ho was quite satisfied
that the country would be content.
and, if any industry could not prosper
under these circumstances, it should no
longer exist. He gave the Govern-
ient a generous, but not, as the hon.
membor for Cumberland had stated on
ai former occasion, a slavish support ;
and he had criticised their actions
frely on this question.

Mr. BOWELL: And always voted
vith them.

Mr. WOOD said he was still pro-
pared to accord the Government that
generous support to which they were
entitled. With their general policy ho
heartily agreed, but in their com-
mercial policy ho must differ from
them. He was, neverthess, bound to
admit that any amount of protection
which we ut present enjoyed was
received from the Ministry of the day.
The late Administration had reduced
the tariff from 20 to 15 percent., though
this was not demanded, and though it
'vas not in the interests of the country,
and, if they had allowed the 20 per cent.
tarilf to remain, he was certain that
an immense amount of difficulty and
trouble experienced on the part of
Canadian manufacturers would have
been avoided; some of the changes
Made in the present tariff were made
n the right direction ; cigars and

tobacco be considered fair articles of
taxation, and malt was to be placed in
the saine category. And be bolieved
that hon. gentleman knew, and that
the brewers of this country knew and
allowed that in this respect in the
change made they were a great deal
more frightened than hurt. He held
in his hand a letter which he had
rceived two or three weeks ago from a
gentlernan who was connected with
'omle of the largest brewers in the

country for years, and was a man who
spoke whereof ho knew. With the
permission of the flouse he would take
the liberty of reading that letter, and b
thought the bon. member for Cardwell
and gentlemen holding the same views,
that the Britisher would be deprived
of his beer, or would get it at a very
much incrcased price, would feel, when
the letter was rcad, that thati was a
delusion.

"I see by the newspapers, tha Finance
Minister bas intimated his intention to make
some changes in the duties on coal oil. As
I have long thought these duties an objee-
tionable tax. and that auvone who will suc-
ceed in getting both Excise and Customs
duties entirely wiped out would perfarm a just
and nost popular act, I now give ny
scheme for that object. From the Inland
Revenue Report, as seen in the Globe of last
Saturday, the amount of petroleum manu-
factured in the Dominion during the past
four years was, in the aggregate, 32,074,694
gallons, of which it was said rather more
than one.half was taken for home consump-
tion. If, say, 17,000,000were used at hoŽ-e,
and which of course was the only dutiable
part of the whole, the annual revenue derived
was about $212,000. In 1875, the only year
mentioned, there was imported 691,960 gal-
lons, paying 15 per cent., inaking a total of
$316,294 n order to compensate for the
above amount of annaal revenue, I would
look to the duties on malt and ale.

"In the number of the Globe referred to,
it is shown that of malt 30,693,447 lb., or
852,595 bushels were entered for home use,
the duty on which at 1. cent per lb. is
$306,934.47, so that the anonaly is presented
of the indispensable necessity of light being
taxed to a larger amount than mailt liquors.

"lu Great Britain, the duty paid by malt-
sters and brewers is about £8,000,000 sterling,
so that each million of its population pays
about $1,000,000 tax, whilst inithis country a
little more than one-quarter of a million is
paid by 4,000,000 of people. Previous to the
year 1868, a duty of three cents a gallon was
levied on ale (with nothing on malt) which
gave 96 cents on a barrel of ale. Now, the
average quantity of malt used in the manu-
facture of a barrel of ale is just two bushels,
which, at the duty now charged upon it pro-
duces 72 cents. So that it will be seen that
by the change then made in levying the duty,
there is a loss of revenue of 24 cents on
every barrel of ale manufactured and
equal to one-third of the whole duty now
collected. As ale, when it is sold
to the public, gives a great profit to the re-
tailer-the cost to him of a barrel of 32. wine
gallons being an average of $7.50, and the
product at least $25-shows that it will bear
a higher figure being paid for it, for $17.50
on an article costing only $7.50 is excessive.
If the malt duty is raised to double the
amount at preseLt charged, it would about
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make up for the total abroaation of Excise
and Customis duties on coal oil. But I do
not see why a still greater revenue might not
be obtained than by doubling the duty on
malt. I would suggest the addition of a
dollar on each barrel of ale, in addition to the
tax on malt, to be collected by a stamp being
placed over the tap-hole of each cask, which
cask or barrel could not be broached without
destroying the staip. This latter plan is in
use in the United States, and it is a nost
effective way of preventing fraud. The
revenue then would be-doublne malt duty,
$613,868.94, and duty on malt liquor,
$426,297, naking a total of' $1,030.165.94.
The increase here shown can be collected
with the saie expense as at present, and it
would not lead to illicit man'acture, as a
large duty on spirits does. The whole duty
would exceed 20 per cent. on the who'esale
price of ale. The present duty on spirits is
at least 300 per cent. on the wholesale price.
If, as is likely, the brewers will use their in-
fluence to oppose an increase in ti duties,
they can be answered by referring thei to
the ease with which they advauced the price
of ale when the duty was changed froi ale
to malt. The Toronto brewers. having an
advertisement in the Globe at that tine.
stated that, in consequence of the increa-ed
Excise duty, they would advance the price of
ale $1 per barrel fron that date.

"As of course yon are aware, there was,
between 30 and 40 years age, a tax upon
window lights in Great Britain, and it was
considered a very odious tax ; still it did not
fa lll upon people of smnall means, as our coal
oil tax does; for a house of seven windows
paid nothing, one of eight windows paying a
tax on one wndow, seven out ofany number
being free."

Mr. ROCHESTER : Naine.
Mr. ORTON : Name of the brewery.
Mr. WOOD said the letter was from

a gentleman who was for years con-
nected with two of the largest brew-
eries in this Dominion. He did not
feel inelined to name him.

Mr. YOUNG : It is not necessary.

Mr. WOOD : If I am bound to rive
the name I am quite willing to do so.

Mr. SP EAK ER : You are not bound
to.

Mr. ORTON: I should like to ask
whether ho is now connected with a
large brewery or not.

Mr. BOWELL : Where doos ho
live ?

Mr. WOOD: fHe lives in Hamilton.
Mr. BUNSTER : Name.
Mr. BOWELL: Is he in business

now, or is he an Excise officer ?
Mr. WooD.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI)
Naime.

Mr. BJNSTER: No bogus letter-
Mr. ROCHESTER: We ought n

to have bogus letters read 'in t
House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. gent.
man is entirely out of order in char'a.
terizing the letter as a bogus onîe.
lon. members can, of course, attach
what importance they please to it.

Mr. BOWELL: In refusing to give
the naame, the House may underdtand
that theso are the views of the hon.
menber who read the letter.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is for the
House to determine itself. The hon.
gentleman is not bound to submit t,
the interrogation of any hon. membcr.

Mr. WOOD said he now eatne to
another phase of' the question before
the House. When the hon. the Mini-
ter of Finance brougiht down his lina
get speech, which disappointed a n-
ber of gentleman on the Opposition
side of the House, and particularly the
hon. the leader of the Opposition, he
(Mr. Wood) must say that ho also was
disappointed at the course which that
hon. gentleman had seen fit to take.
He had expected from the right hon.
gentleman a resolution which all true
and honest protectionists in this Houise
could have supported, and that he
would have moved it at that tine.
But what did they find ? The resolu-
tion subnitted by the right hon. the
leader of the Opposition ivas one il
which he, as a Protectionist, could not
concur. That resolution announced a
principle whieh no gentleman repre-
.onting a constituency such as ho (Mr.
Wood) represented could fora moment
think of supporting. It included agri-
cultural, mining, and manufacturing'
interests. It was a general omnbus
rosolution, including everything in the
country, and might mean anything O'
nothing, just as circumstances miiight
require. The only mining indus5try
that ho knew of in the country vhi'
was particularly suffering at the pre-
sent time was the coal mining industry
and ho supposed this part ot the reso
lution was meant to catch those gen-
tlemen from the Lower Provinces who
felt that they onght to have prOtcenon
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upon coal. It did not say coal min ing,
but mining, and he asserted that coal
mining was the only mining industry,
they had at the present time.

Mr. DOMVILLE: Iron.
Mr. ROCHESTER: Plumbago.
Mr. WOOD said he heard of no one

aisking for protection for iron mines.
The only mines brought before the at-
tention of thelHouse were the coal mines
of Nova Scotia Knowing his consti-
tuency to be largely interested in the

question of coal, he had telegraphed to
a number of his friends in Hamilton,
and asked them: " How much coal do
vou use in the year, and iow much
(luty are you willing to submit to upon
that coal ?" He had received sonie
eight or ton telegrams, and not one of
those gentlemen was willing to accede
to a duty upon coal. He had also a
written protest from four of the largest
manufacturers of that city consum-
ing 7,500 tons of coal, and not one of
them was prepared to concede the duty
upon coal. That was a very important
interest to the people of Hamilton.
Manufacturers throughout the country
with the present 17½ per cent. taritf
could not agree to pay even 50 cents
upon coal. But they had no indication
that, if they agreed to that 50 cent duty,
it would bring the coal from Nova
Scotia into Ontario. On the contrary,
they had it demonstrated that it would
take from $1.00 to $1.50 to bring the
Nova Scotia coal into Ontario. But
this resolution of the member for
Kingston made no exception. They
would be compelled by this to vote for
a duty on ail kinds of coal. In Hamil-
ton, they consumed about 50,000 tons
a year. Two-thirds of this was an-
thracite coal, of which they could not
get a ton from Nova Scotia if a tax of
$1(.00 per ton were imposed. Was it
fair to tax an article which they did
not produce and could not get, and
levY a tax upon the manufacturers
and poor people of Ontario living
in the large towns and cities ? A
tax upon coal would only reach a
sa.all portion of the population. The
cities and towns of Ontario would have
to pay the tax. The large farming
Population, the rural districts would
not pUy a penny of this tax. iBit this
tax of a dollar a ton, which would be

33

the lowest amount they could impose in
order to bring the coal into the country,
would have to be paid by the people
living in the large towns and cities,
and the manufacturing centres. No
one representing a large town or city
would vote for a resolution like that.
Italso included agriculture. He would
leave that to some of the practical
farmers in the House who knew how
to deal with it better than he did, but
he was certain that the farming com-
munity understood what was best for
their own interests, and he was quite
prepared to say that they had, at the
pre-ent time, a very large measure
of protection. Several of the articles
tney produced were taxed very largely,
and ho thought they could safely
leave them to be taken eare of in
the House by the gentlemen who
represented them so well. le desired
to put these gentlemen to the
test'as to their genuine feelings on the
question of protection. They had been
passing through the country, and at
various pic-nics condemning the Gov-
ern ment for not giving protection. He
believed the only interest in the country
which really required protection was
the manufacturing industry. He be-
lieved that. as far as the coal interest
was concerned, no protection they
could afford would be of any use in
bringing Nova Scotia coal into Ontario.
lHe believed the farming interest was
well protected, and the intelligent
farners who understood their own busi-
iess did not ask for protection. If
these hon. gentlemen would vote for a
fair and square motion for protection
to the manufacturing industry, he
would say they were the true Pro-
tectionists they professed to be. He
moved in amendment to the arnend-
ment:

" That all the words after ' Resol*ed' be
left out, and the following inserted instead
thereof:-' That, inasmuch as it has deemed
necessary to raise an additional revenue, it is
the opinion of this House that the interests
of the country would be better served by
imposing additional duties upon such goods
and wares as may be produced in Canada,
thcreby affording increased protection, while
securing the additional revenue required.'

Mr. COLBY said ùo one could have
listened to the remarks of his hon.
friend from Hamilton, who had just
taken his seat, without being peculiarly
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impressed with the disappointed tone
which pervaded those remarks, and
contrasting it with the confident, the
ardent, the ringing manner in which
he bad hitherto addressed the House
upon bis favourite theme of protection.
He was not surprised that the hon.
gentleman found himself in that frame
of mind. The constituency which he
represented were largely interested i n
manufactures; they were, upon prin-
ciple, and from considerations of inter-
est, Protectionists. The bon. member
for liamilton came here with bis pro-
tectionist views, he urged them upon
bis friends who were at thehead of the
Governmentbut he found no encourage-
ment there. The door was slammed
squarely in bis face, an(& the frame of
mind in which he found himself was
evidently and clearly accounted for.
His hbn. friend could find no comfort
in looking to the countenance of bis
friends, but he tried if he cotild not
extract some small comfort from the
proposition of bis opponents, and, in
the spirit of enquiry, doubtful, ingenu-
ous, anxious to know how his constitu-
ents at Hamilton felt with regard to
the imposition of a duty upon coal, he
telegraphed to leading business mon
and manufacturers, and now gravely
informed the House that he was assured
that the manufacturers of the city
of Hamilton were not favoura ble to
the imposition of a duty upon coal.
le expected that bis hon. friend from
Halifax would shortly rise in his place
and produce telegrams from influential
parties in that city, to the effect that
the duty on flour would be a very
obnoxious tax in that region of the
country. The hon. member for Hamil-
ton came here last year, like many
others, interested in the protection of
the struggling industries, when those
industries were passing through a
period of peculiar and unexampled
depression, when manufacturers and
manufacturing establishment.- were
tumbling and tottering all over the
country, whep manufacturing towns
and villages were being swept as by a
besoin of destruction-the hon. mem-
ber came and urged upon the Govern-
ment the necessity of doing something
for their relief. In reply, the hon. the
Minister of Finance informed him that
this was not Utah, and he (Mr. Cart-

Mr. COLBY.

vright) was not Brigham Young. Tk
hon. member for Hamilton was treated,
te a learned and eloquent dissertationi
on finance; he asked for bread and
was given a stone. le was told that
under no circumstarces, conditions, oi
stress whatever was it the funetion' of
the Government to stretch out its hiani
to raise a finger, to do anything eitber
to protect or encourage the industries
of the country ; that, unless a Gover.n
ment should assume the entire control
of the manufhcturing establi sh ments. it
must be quit of all responsibilities in
regard to them; that, if a man went in t
any enterprise, he did it at bis peril andi
must take the consequences; that it
was not the function of the Go;
ernment to interfère in any way to
protect him, no matter under what
stress of circumstances he found himi-
self. That was the position the hon.
the Finance Minister and the Govern-
ment took last year. This Session his
hon. friend frnom Hamilton and his
fellow Protectionists came again witl
their complaints, urging the depressed
condition of the manuftacturing and
other industries, and asking relief
from the Government, and were told
that the hon. the Finance Minister hIad
always held that the -overnment waiS
not justifiod in imposing any dutie-
whatever that the necessities of the
revenue did not fairly demand. The
exi gencies of the hour required clhanrge
in the tariff, and the opportufllty
was given to the Government 10
declare what their policy was to be.
They illustrated their doctrines by an
example, by the most apt illustration
possible, by the changes now proposed.
What were those changes ? A duty
upon tea, which protected and encOl-

raged no industry in the country;
duty on malt, which protected and en-
couraged no industry ; a duty on
tubing, which protected no industry,
but, on the contrary, deprossed certali'
industries. They not only proposedto
levy duties upon free-trade principles
upon noutral articles, but the strug-
gling industries were actually to be
taxed, in order to show that the G0v
ornment acquitted itself Of all reslo -
sibilities except the one na
ceonsideration of raising a revenu
And, lest there should be any .
as to their policy, the hon. the Frenier
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emphatically endorsed the opinions of
the hon. the Finance Minister, and said :

" The mere passage of an Act of Parlia-
ment would never establish any trade and
would never Ibster any industry unless it
were to change from one pocket to another
tie proceeds of the industries of the country.
If a particular trade or industry were to be
fostered, it could only be done at the expense
of somne other trade or industry. There was
no theory more consonant with the Dark
Ages of the world than that which protection

ftfered."

Those views were also the well-
known views of the hon. the Minister of
the Interior, of the hon. the Minister of
Justice, and of the leadiiig members
who supported the Government. It
was well, he thought, that the country
should know and understand this. The
counter proposition that vas affirmed in
the amendment of the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston recognized a different
principle, and proceeded from a dif-
férent theory. Lt recognized that it
was within the power, and that it was
the duty, of Governments and Parlia-
ments to do something directly or in-
cidentally, to do something in some
way, for the relief of suffering indus-
tries, and fbr the encouragement and
protection of new and deserving enter-
prises. Those were the two views,
that was the issue which was to divide
the parties in this country. One party
sad: "We can do nothing to help
the industries; it is the duty of the
Government to be actuated purely by
revenue considerations." The other
party said: " It is within the power
and competence of the Government to
give proper direction to the energies of
the country, to do something to en-
courage the growing and relieve the
d-stressed industries, and it is the
bounden duty of Government to ex-
ercise that power whenever changes
are mnade in the fiscal policy." This
distinction was one of far-reaching con-
sequence and effect. Situated here as a
new political community, we found
ourselves suddenly in possession of
one half a continent, in possession
of a territory stretching from ocean to
ocean, with varied resources and
capaiities; we found ourselves in
POssession of a country in which
the Political institutions were not yet
thoroughly consolidated, and in vhich
intercommercial relations had not

yet been established, in which there has
not yet been that interchange of coi-
modities and that fusion and blending
together of people which was necessary
to make a compact and powerful nation.
We had a great work to perform. It
was the mission of this (overnment
and Parliament to found a nation. It
was their mission to lay the foundations
broad and deep for future greatness and
prosperity, if it were possible for them
to do so ; and,while everything was plas-
tic and new to their hand, it was pos-
sible by legislation to do much in the
direction of the development of the
country and of those industries which
were essential to its prosperity. We
bad entered upon a career of un-
exampled expenditure for public
works. We were about to build rail-
ways across the continent. We werc
about to build canals ofunequalled mag-
nitude. We were burdening this people
alnost beyond precedent for public
works. Now, he believed that we
should have in connection with our
policy of public works, whici was one
approved of by the whole people, a
fiscal policy which should utilize those
public works and make themu as valu-
able as they possibly could be made to
the country. When the public works
were completed, ve did not desire thema
to be mere feeders to the United States.
We did not want our railway, when
built from the Pacifie Ocean to the
Rocky Mountains, to be merely a feeder
to San Francisco. We did not want
our railway, which would span Manito-
ba and our great West, to be merely a
feeder to Milwaukee and Chicago. We
did not want our carial systei to bc
merely a feeder to Boston and New
York, or our great itmprovements on th e-
sea-board to be mercly useful to the
American cities on the Atlantic sea-
board. If, by any policy -which
we could adopt, we could estab-
lish large industries ; if we couli
build up towns and cities and
give diversified employmert to our
population, we might keep within our
territory the wealth which under other
circumstances would flow out to enrich
another country. lHe believed our fiscal
policy should lie made to harmonize
with and supplement our poliey of
publie works. fie would suggest, witlh
regard to the laissez faire policy which
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seemed to have been adopted by the
Government of the day, that the Gov-
ernment were in the position of the
founders of a new nation.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Con-
founders.

Mr. COLBY: Or the confounders,
as the right hon. member had said.
The policy which the Government
proposed to pursue, the laissez faire
policy-the let-alono polcy, the let-
nisfortune-take-the-hindmost policy,

or whatever they might call it-that
poliey was not the one which influenced
the grcat mon w'ho laid the foundations
of the great Republic across our bor-
ders. That was not the policy of
Washington, Hamiltoi, Jefferson and
Madison. It was not the policy out of
which had grown the unparalleled
greatness of that country, or which
had pervaded the intelligent masses of
the free people of the Northern States.
It was not the policy under which that
country had attained greatness, and
which culminated in the tariff of 1861
referred to by the hon. the Prime Minis-
ter as theWhig tariff, carried out by the
Republican party. There had been a
party in the United States many years
that adopted free trade pure and sim-
ple, and where was that party to be
found? Among the slave owners of
the Southern States. Among the free
people of the Northern States, the pre-
ponderance of sentiment was always in
favour of a national policy that would
build up home industries and develop
the country. The policy of the slave
holders was opposed to this. They
cared simply for good returns from
their great staples-thoir sugar, cot-
ton and tobacco-and they wanted no
greasy mechanics or artisans in their
midst; they founded their conduet
upon those doctrines which seemed to
meet with such favour with the
honourable gentlemen who shaped
the fiscal policy of Canada to-day.
But the froc sentiment of the North
had ever been in favour of the pro-
tective policy. His hon. friend the
Premier was at Philadelphia aad saw
the fruits of hat policy there, and
although he must have been proud of
the Canadian exhibit, yet ho must
also have noticed what the protective
policy had done for the United States.

Mr. COLBY.

He thought he could say without fear
of contradiction that the period duringwhich our manufactures were nost
prosperous was from 1862 to 1872-3.
Although manufactures prospered, the
prices of our commodities were not
high. Domestie competition regulated
prices and kept them down to a suffi.
ciently low point. W e were not
much troubled with deficits either.
During that poriod, the country enjoyed
a greater degree of protection than
any country with which he was
acquainted. It was not a legislative
protection by Act of Parliament, but
it was protection de facto, an active.
positive protection, a condition of
affairs which protected us as thor-
oughly from the incursions of those
across the border as a Chinese wall
would have donc. We had our own
markets to ourselves, and were not
troubled with goods sent here to be
slaughtored. Our neighbours did not
trouble us with their goods, because
they could realize better prices at
home. This was an exceptional con-
dition growing out of their civil war.
To our manufacturers it was equival.
ont to a valid protection, and under
it they flourished and the country
prospered. What ho desired to show
was that the doctrine of laissez faire
was not the true doctrine for this
country at this time. He did not
understand that any hon. gentleimal
contended that under all circumstances
the policy of this country was to be
one of absolute and rigid protectioi;
but ho would point to the prosperity
of the ton years ho referred to as an
instance which completely refuted the
doctrine which was the foundation of
the fiscal system of the gentlemen who
now occupied the Treasury benches,
viz., that nothing could be done by a
Government to affect in any way bee-
ficially the industries of the country.
An hon. gentleman had read an ex-
tract from an English newspaper as te
the condition of affairs in the United
States brought about by a protecv'e
policy. He would himself quote from
a prominent American paper the
Philadelphia Press, wNhich was mfueh
more likely to be reliable than a
foreign paper:-

"The.wisdom of the protective PoiIcy s'
just now being signally vindicated. Protec
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tive duties have enabled us to establish and
develop a manufacturing systein that per-
mnits us to cope with the most industrial
nations in the world. Our manufacturers
have attained to such a degree of skilt and
excellence that they can undersell foreign
Inanufacturers in their own native markets,
and defy competition with them at home.
The products of our looms and workshops
are finding their way into eyery country, and
successfully contending hand to hand with
British geiius and wealth in SheffBeld, Man-
chester, in the Indian Empire, and in the
Colonial possessions of Engiland. Another
curious incident growing out of the influence
of protection is the emigration of foreign capi-
tal and labour to the United States. Rather
than continue a hopeless competition abroad,
foreign imanufacturers are transferring their
establishments to this country, thus adding
to our wealth and productive resources. To
this add the cheapening of every species of
fabrics by the rivalry created between home
and foreign industry, to say nothing of the
means of existence afforded to the labouring
niasses, and we have a sum total of benefit
flowing from the protective system that fully
justifies the support it has received from
Washington, Hamilton, Jefferson, Clay and
other Anerican statesmen, and from politi-
cal economists of cosmopolitan reputation
like Henrv C. Carey and others."

Through its system of protection,
America was now able to compete with
England in the markets of the world.
le knew of no country that had been
sýuccessful in establishing manufactures
that had not done so by protection.
le knew of no great contending in-
dustry in any country that had not
been built up by protection. Free
trade could only become successfully
possible in any country until after its
industries had been strengthened by
protection. Judging from the history
of every country, before we could be-
cone a nation of Free-Traders, our in-
dustries nust be strengthened by the
saine process to enable us to compote
with the capital, experience, skill and
established business of other countries.
In any new country like our own, there
Was a period in which protection, pure
and simple, was justifiable. lIe did not
believe in trying to grow oranges in
Canada or te foster impossible indus-
tries, but he did believe in protecting
the manufacture of those goods we
could mnake ourselves to as good ad-vantage as others could make them for
Us. The fiscal policy of the Govern-

ent was in his judgment unsound,
and was not in the interests of the
cotutry. The doctrine that duties

were to be imposed for revenue pur-
poses and for no other purposes, what-
ever the circumstances might be, was
one which the country would not sup-
port. He did not argue in favour of a
blind and indiscriminating protection,
but rather of one based on a careful
study of our condition, needs and capa-
bilities, for this he believed would
build up our great industries, and pro-
mote the welfare of the whole country.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he rose to make a few remarks with
respect to the amendment of his hon.
friend irom Hamilton. lis hon. friend
was in an unhappy mood lately. To
be sure lie approved of the general
policy of the Government, but le was
deeply grieved and dissatisfied with
their commercial policy. And he was
equally " dissatisfied with the motion
of the hon. member for IKingston."
The hon. gentleman said he expected
that he (Sir John A. Macdonald) would
eome down with a strong resolution in

favour of protection, and with a reso-
lution echoing the sentiments resound-
ing through Ontario during last sum-
mer. The hon. member would
remember that it was distinctly stated
when the resolution was introduced
that it was merely partial, and meant
to provisionally meet the temporary
deficit. It was not an opportune or a
proper time to bring down a general
discussion. If the Government had in
their wisdom adopted the, no doubt,
confidential suggestions of the hon.
member for Hamilton on the tariff, and
had proposed a general readjustment,
then the hon. gentleman would have a
right to say that ho had failed in his
duty and had not carried out his pro-
fessions. This was only a temporary
expedient, as it was alleged, to meet a
temporary deficit. There was no
doubt there would be an opportunity
prescnted for the hon.member to diseuss
the subject in all its aspects, and then
the iouse would sec where he stood.
The amendment proposed by the lon.
member for Hamilton was ingeniously
contrived to get as small as possible a
vote. The miners were said not to
require protection and the farmers not
to desire it. The only parties that
seemed to require protection were the
manufacturers in Hamilton. The hon.
member had telegraphed to his consti-
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tuents to know whether they would
like coal cheap or dear, and, wonderful
to stato, they replied they wanted coal
to be cheap. The hon. member had
rather restricted ideas on the matter,
and should take occasion to enlarge
them. Perhaps the hon. gentleman
read the Montreal ferald, and in that
paper of to-day he would find a letter
by Mir. George Stephen, a gentleman
who had put more of bis own capital
into new enterprises than any one
else in Canada. The letter was as
follows:-

" To the Editor of the Montreal Herald.
"Sia,-Will you give me space to say a

few words with reference to the remarks
which our inember, Mr. Workian, is report-
ed to have made in the House, the other
evening, on the motion for the appointment
of a committee to consider the depressed
condition of the coal trade.

"Mr. Workmau is reported to have de-
nounced, in the interest of the manufacturera
of the Dominion, the proposal to impose a
<luty of 50c. a ton on coals, and after express-
ing his opinion that the attempt to send Nova
Sceotian coals into Ontario would be a failure,
and ruinous to those engaged in it, lie pro-
clained himself only ' partially a protection-
ist,' adding 'that he va, a manufacturer,
and therefore, considered itjudicious to vote
against a duty on coal'

" Although Mr. Worknan omitted to ex-
plain what were the special branches of
manufacturing industry to which bis partial-
ity extended, it may safely be inferred that
the Côte St. Paul Shovel Factory was not
verv far from bis mind. Now, if Mr. Work-
mnan will only widen the scope of his vision
sufficiently to take in some of the other in-
terests of the Dominion, giving themn the
saine consideration as the scythe and shovel
trade, I have no doubt the effect would be
the disappearance of his objection to a mcd-
erate duty on bituminous coal, with the
additional advantage that his influence in
Parliament, as the representative of the lead-
ing commercial constituency of the Dominion,
would be greatly increased. Partial protec-
tion is about as senseless a creed as partial
free trade.

" As to the policy of imposing a duty on
coal, having taken some pains to ascertain
the feeling of manufacturers froin a'I parts
of the Dominion using coal in their business,
I am able to say that I have never yet met
one who would object to a moderate duty of
say 75c. a ton, on bituminous coal, which is
the only kind of coal Nova Scotia produces,
provided the impost formed a part of a gen-
eral scheme of tariff reform, and I may say
further that I myself, though interested in an
enterprise whose estimated consumption of
coal will exceed 100,000 tons a year, am in
favour of a 75c. duty. On the other hand, I
have never met a mnanulacturer who would

Sir JouN A. MACDONALD.

consent to a duty either large or small, ex.-
cept on the condition stated. So it is, per-
haps, just as well our Nova Scotian friends
should understand this, as they seem a little
inclined to adopt Mr. Workman's 'partial'
theory.

" They appear to be quite in favour of such
a reformation of the tariff as will enable
Nova Scotia to supply the Dominion witih
coals and refined sugar; but beyond that
their principles of tariff reformn do not go.

"No-va Scotia has all the natural facilities
for the production of coal and iron as cheap-
ly as any country in the world, provided elhe
has equally favourable conditions of market,
and ber natural facilities for carrying on the
business of sugar refining are said to be
equally good.

" n like manner, each of the other Pro-
vinces of the Dominion lias its own special
advantages for the production of ceitain pro-
ducts, either natural or manufactured.

"Hence it seems to me that wbat the
country needs nost to-day, if you will allow
me to say so, is a Government at once able
and willing to apply theniselves to the pa-
triotic but di ficult task of harmonizing these
various interests-a Government who wili
try to estimate aright the capacities of the
country, and decide what Canada can do suc-
cessfully for herself, and w'bat she cannot do,
and ought not to attempt, and who would
then so trame the Customs Tariff, that-those
industries for which we have a natural and
special aptitude might have the advantage e!
an assured market within the Dominion.

"I do not ask that the volume et taxation
should be increased one single cent beyond
the sum absolutely required to carry on tLe
governient of the country.

" The lighter the burden of taxation, the
better for a.1, but I do ask that the burdeln
should be Fo ad justed to the back of the
bearer, that the inference with his onward
progress, shall be reduced to the minimum.

"I admit the present Government have
shown a laudable desire to curtail expend-
iture, and so to lighten the weight of the bur-
den, but they seem to have quite overlooked
the fact that a burden may be light or heavy,
according to the capacity and strength of the
bearer and to the way it is distributed. If
they have reduced the weight of the load,
they certainly have not tried to keep up the
bealth and strength of the bearer, neither
have they sBhownthe slightest disposition to
adjust, the distribution of the weight to the
diminished strength of the carrier.

"Mr. Cartwrigt, in effect, tells us tha
all this is beyond the power and proviCe o
Government.

" The Premier expatiates on the advan-
tages of Free Trade in terms which may be
quite correct, but have ne application te the
circumstances of the case. If Mr. Mackenzie
can give us Free Trade, let us have it.

"I am even willing to accept such a. -
tial' modicum to begin with, as free, inter
course with the United States would give us.
Give us that, and the question of the duty on
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iron, coal and cotton goods would soon settle
itself.

"In conclusion, let me add that I do not
pretend to say that it is within the power of
.any Government to bring back the good
times of the ten years previous to 1873, but
it is quite within the power of a Government,
who will take the trouble to understand the
circumstances of the country, to do a great
deal in the way ot ameliorating the depres-
sion and distress from which every interest
in the country is suffering more or less.

"Yours truiy,
"GEO.'STEPHEN."

Mr. MACEEN'ZIE: Doe; he say
'where this coal is consumed?

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD: He
does not. He vaw that his hon. friend
objected very much to his resolution,
which his hon. friend called an anoma-
lous resolution. He had also heard
it termed, during the last few days,
ýacross the floor of the House, a log-
rolling system, and the object of a log-
rolling system was certainly to make
the log roll. If only one man held a
spike at one end, it would be shunted
off the track, but if two men took hold,
the miner and manufacturer having
cach a spike at each end of the log,
with the farmer in the middle, the log
would roll on. This, in fact, was the
great merit of the resolution. It asked
for united action with regard to all
the great interests of the country, and
songht to raise them out of the Slough
of Despond into which all our industries
had sunk, by acting together. It was
said that trade was selfish, and certainly
if all trade was conducted on the
principle on which bis hon. friend ad-
vocated this resolbtion, it was selfish-
ness personified ; it was the essence,
the very quintessence of selfishness.
The hon. gentleman would not have
the minors or the farmers helped, and
no one save the manufacturers, and only
the Hamilton manufacturers at that.
During the course of his remarks, the
other day, he (Sir John A. Macdonald)
had said, when speaking of this tariff,
that if the Government had shown
sympathy with any one interest, or
any desire to help any one interest-
that if the Government would not
stick to their blind and fatuous fly-on-
the-wheel theory, he would give them
a partial support; and very sbarply
he had been attacked for his pains by
an hon. gentleman opposite. If the

Government had taken one step, fal-
tering, uncertain and feeble as it
mi ght be, in the way of helping
a single interest in the country,
he would have gone with them. He
would~"have great pleasure in voting
for the resolution of his hon. friend;
and thon perhaps they would see
whether bis hon. friend would vote for
his own resolution. Last Session, the
hon. member for North Norfolk had
made a most eloquent speech in favour
of protection and had then gone out
of a small auger hole,-a smaller auger
hole tLan was to have been seen in the
barrel of cider of which the ion. gen-
tleman had told them that day,-and
said that ho was in favour, just then, of
a 17 per cent. tariff, adding that
they could wait a little while longer
at all events before changing it. The
lion. member for Hamilton had told
them that he was in a great dilem-
ma; he (Mr. Wood) approved of the
political and general policy of the Ad-
ministration, but was disappointed with
their commercial policy. What was
the hon. member to do ? It was an old
saying: " I love Plato much, but I love
truth more." In the same manner, the
hon. gentleman loved Hamilton and
protection much, but he loved the
Mackenzie Administration more. He
believed that bis hon. friend did not
expect that the resolution would carry,
or ifhe had, he would not have proposed
it. The resolution was drawn for the
purpose of inducing every miner and
farmer to vote against it, but he believed
that the miners and farmers would
accept the test and vote for it. This
resolution was an entering wedge, a
first step, and they could not expeet
the hon. gentleman to take his second
stop with them. The hon. gentleman
was selfishly willing to secure their
assistance, but ho would not assist in
upsetting this obnoxious commercial
policy of the Governmont; the hon.
gentleman would not help them in log
rolling,-he would not take a hand-
spike and help the farmer and miner.
But if, as lie said before, the Gov-
ernment was in extremis, and the
hon. gentleman thought that the
Government was in danger, ho was
not sure that bis hon. friend would
have moved this resolution. But, as
the Government had a large majority
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in the House, who, like his hon. friend,
believed in the general policy of the
Government, he (Mr. Wood) knew that
this resolution had no chance of being
carried, and that he could safely, two
years hence-if the elections did not
come on before that-flourish this reso-
lution in front of the hustings. The
hon. gentleman would like very much
to sec the hon. member for Kingston
vote against this resolution, and then,
when the elections came around, he
could tell the electors that this had been
the case. He accepted this first step
on the part of the hon. member,oweak
as it was, and then perhaps when le
(Mr. Wood) saw how generously they
acted towards the manufacturing in-
terests, Le might take the second step;
and if he did so, the hon. gentleman
would find that Lis kindness and liber-
ality and generosity would not Le ill-
spent if Le gave a helping hand to the
interests of the farmer and of the miner.

Mr. THOMSON (Welland) said he
thought the resolution of the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston was a little in advance
of the resolution of the hon. member
for Hamilton. It struck him that hon.
members, during the debates, were al-
ways running away from the point at
issue, and their conduct reminded him
of the trick of a ground sparrow, which
if disturbed in its nest in the field, by
flying from point to point, decoyed
the disturber away so as to
prevent the discovery of its nest.
The question at issue was whether
the Government or the Opposition
were best capable of governing
the country. If the Opposition were so
ardently in favour of protection for the
agriculturist and the manufacturer as
they seemed to be, why had they not
granted this protection when their
leaders held, during eighteen or twenty
years, the reins of power. The Op-
position advocated a duty on corn, and
this was all nonsense. They ought, how-
ever, to have a national currency. If
this Lad been granted by the late Gov-
ernmentthey would have been in power
to-day,. but, as it was, this Government
would remain in power for twenty
years. The hon. member for North
Ontario had stated that, with a twenty
per cent. tariff, the revenue of the coui-
try would be increased, but this was a
mistake. If the tariff, however, was re-
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duced to fifteen per cent. the revenue
would be increased. The old Con-
servative party had had the chance
te make of this a great country,
and, having failed to do so,
they had no right to seek to re-
turn to the Treasury benches. it
seemed to him that the colonies were
more slowly civilized than older coun-
tries. The idea of protection and the
proclamation of ail sueh retrograde
policies reminded him of a lobster
crawling backwards. It was simplv
impossible to prevail on the people 0t
Canada to favour a protective policy.
This might be carried in towns and.
villages, but seven out of ten of the
population of Canada were agricultural-
ists, who ruled the bouse and who
were the friends of the Reform Party.
Until business in this country was con-
ducted on a cash basis, there would be
no salvation or safety for it. Credit
-was the curse of mankind. We were
obliged to raise thirty millions in tax-
ation, and this really cost the country
ninety millions of dollars yearly.
because, with these thirty millions, the
people could have made ninety
millions. It was within the scope of
human intelligence and of the Ministers
to make a Dominion currency based on
the bonded redemption, which would
save all taxation, build the public
works of the country, and pay its
expenses. le risked Lis reputation on
this statement. The Conservative
party had never meant to build the
Pacifie Railway, but they had hoped
by means of so broad, so imposing. aun
so tempting a project, to secure such
tremendous influence as to ensure their
maintenance in power for fifty years. If
the Opposition expected to get back into
power by means of the protection cry
they would be woefully mistaken; and,
as to the declaration of the lion.
member for North Ontario, that the
Conservative Party would win the next
election, this was that sort of buncomube
to which the people paid lo
attention. The agriculturalists needed
money, and it was necessary that the
whole monetary system of Canada
should be changed. That system was
a crying evil in this country, and ul
less it were changed it would be il-

ossible to make a nation of the
ominion. The agriculturalists mado
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the country, and yet they received no
assistance from the banking institu-
tions. It was necessary that thore
should be a national currency of
$40 or $50 per head instead of $4
or $5. The banks were making
their money from interest on renew-
als, not from discounting fresh paper,
and they were thus drawing the life-
bood from the people. Such a system
could not continue, no matter which
political party was in power. The
Opposition would never regain office
upon a policy of protection, and they
inust abandon it. In regard to the
loan negotiated by the -hon. the
Finance Minister, he was able to state,
from a knowledge of London financial
affairs, having raised money there,
that the loan was made on the true
principle, and, if the hon. gentleman
had asked for tenders, he would have
been a goose. The loan was the best
that could have been made by any man
in Canada; that was his judgment apart
froni politics or anything else. Two
wrorgs never made a right. When the
Ainericans committed the wrong of
charging a duty on Canadian products,
that afforded no reason why we
should charge a duty on goods imported
from the United States. Duties always
injured the country which imposed
therm. Let Toronto, Montreal, Kings-
ton and Hamilton go to Jericho, the
farmers were going to rnle this coun-
try. While hc personally regretted
that the right hon. member for Kings-
ton was out of office, it was in the in-
terest of the country that he should be
kept from power. Much was said of
late regarding protection, but the true
evidence of national prosperity did not
depend on what the people produced
but on what they consumed. With a
House composed of two political par-
ties, it was the duty of hon. members
and of the Reform party to give a cor-
dial support to the Administration of
the day and keep the Conservative
party Out of power as long as possible.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) said
he proposed to offer a few observations
UpOl the motion submitted to the
leuse by the right hon. member for
Ringston and the amendment of the
hou member for Hamilton. He would
not say anything regarding the Pacifie
Scandai, the pic-nies, the " big push "

letter, or steel rails. He regretted that
the Speaker's ruling the other night
was not sustained, and that matters
exceedingly irrelevant to the debate
were not ruled out. He did not know
the opinion hold by other hon.members,
but when ho heard such matters intro-
duced into every question which came
before the House, these words always,
oocurred to him:

"Enough of nisery when words avail,
And wiat so tedious as a twice-told tale."

le would. therefore, confine his
remarks within the scope of the
motions before the House. In read-
ing the amendment proposed by the
right hon. member for Kingston,
it occurred to him that any party
which could promise to secure for this
country the present and continuous
advantages set forth in the amendment
deserved perpetual office at the hands
of the people. He claimed, however,
that it was not within the power of the
right hon. gentleman, or of the mem-
ors on the opposite side of the House,
to carry out all that was proposed, nor
was it within the power of the Govern-
ment side, or of both sides of the House
combined. The amendment implied
the securing of good harvesis, the con-
tinuance of good trade, the stoppage of
the vicious system of cheap credit in.
England, the suppression of fraudulent
dealings and many other matters whieh
neither the Government nor any poli-
tical party could secure. During th-
debate many references bad been made
to the system of taxation in the United
States. It was important te know to-
which of the many tariffs of the United
States the remarks applied, as they
had ranged as high as 42½ per cent. ad'
valorem, and as low as 5 per cent. It
was, perhaps, not generally known
that the periods of great prosperity
in the United States had been
those when the lowest tariffs existed.
The most prosperous period the Ameri-
can people had ever seen was under the
working of the Hamilton tariff, when
the average duties ranged from 5 to 7j
per cent. That was one of the earliest
tariffs of the nation and continued dur-
ing a period of 25 years. Under it
cotton goods were charged 5 per cent.;
iron, 7½ per cent.; woollens, 5 per cent. ;
pig iron being admitted free. An
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American writer on political economy
said:

"If we compare these 18 years ot a low
revenue tariff with any 18 years in our after
history, when we lad an avowedly protective
systen, we shall see that in point of steadi-
ness, and especially in the point of a steady
increase, they cannot be inatched ; they can-
not be matched even by a comparison vith
the years 1816-1861, when we had ostensibly
revenue tariffs."

Until the year 1808 the average
duties in the United States were about
Il por cent. During those 18 years
the revenue increased from four millions
in 1791 to 16 millions in 1808 and the
ratio of increase to population was still
more striking. The revenue began at
the ratio of about one million dollars to
one million of the population and stead-
ily rose during that termi to 21 million
dollars to one million of the population.
The second tariff passed in 1816 and
was called the Calhoun tariff. It was
a highly protective tariff, the average
-duties under it reaching 42 per cent.
The third was the Clay tariff, that of
1824, under which increased duties
were still levied on protected articles,
and it afforded proof that, when articles
were protected by legislation, the par-
ties who sought continuous and exces-
sive protection werc never satisfiod.
The Calhoun tariff gave certain arti-
cles very large protection,but,after e ight
years, instead of being satisfied with
the protection they had obtained, they
pressed the question further on the
Government. The duties under the
Clay tariff averaged from 28 to 32J
per cent. The next tariff was that of
1828, and was known as the tariff of
abominations, and the duties were so
excessive under it that it created
the ire of South Carolina, causing
misunderstandings and creating vex-
atious disputes and continuing throu(gh-
out a long series of years, culminating
in the civil war which rent the coun-
try. The average duties under that
tariff were 42 per cent. Then cam2
the Whig tar ff of 1842; it was a highly
protective tariff under which millions
of capital were invested in the iron
trade, and, when the duties were reduc-
ed subsequently, handreds and thous-
ands of people were reduced to beg-
gary. The next vas the Walker tariff
in 1846, so called after the Secretary of

Mr. MACDONALD.

the Treasury, and it more neariy
approached the tariff in Canada to-da-
than any other tariff in the history of
the United States ; its average duties
were ranged from 17n to 22'. Theni
came the Morrell tariff of 18,11, the
average duties of which from 1862 ta
1867 were 34½ per cent., the average
on dutiable goods being 411 per cent.
-a higher average than that inposed-
under any tariff except tho tariif
called the tariff of abominations.
The original tariff of 1861 had nary
additions made to it until the actual
amount of them was 2,317 distinct
articles. The following articles paid
the following rates of duty per cent of
their value :-Common window glass.
49; pig iron, 55; bar iron, 63- ; cast
iron pipes and stoves, 109 ; wood screws.
66; carpenters' squares, 82; sheet lcad
and pipe, 54; salt in bulk, 108; rice,
incleaned, 165; blankets, 81¾; white
chalk, 833J. With such a tariff the
people were made to pay five and even
ten times as much as the Government
collected from it. Mr. Perry, an
American writer on commerce, said,
in reference to this tariff, that-

"No legislator on general principles and
without solicitation would ever have thought
ofsuch a tariff as ours. It is true even o:
the moderate protection accorded ini the
Hamifton tariff. It is overwhelningly true,
and at every point, of the Morrell tariff. D
tinguished members of the Comnittee u

Ways and Means had related to himn at length
the nethods pursued to gain the sanction e:
that Comnittee, and thus the ear and the
vctcs of Congress. These nethods were
scandalous. If they were generally under-
stood there need be a speedy end of all su'
legislation. The condition of ship-building
and ship-owning in this country is the beSt
practical commentary on the influence of pro-
tection in general. The svsten is here re-
duced to its lowest terms. ' The perfection O
protection is prohibition. Our navigation
laws prohibit the buying of ships for the sole
purpose of encouraging the building .f do-
inestie ships. Notwithstanding their absolute
monopoly of the market under this law, such
are the duties levied for protection on the
materials that g a into ship-building that our
ship-builders cannot build ships at a profit,
it is illegal to buy them, and the result is

that while at one time 75 per cent. Of ou:
im orts were carried in American bottoms,
today the American flag has well nigh di3
appeared from the ocean."

With regard to the effect upon morals
of this excessive systemu, Mr Perry
said:-
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The effect on Iorals is to loo 3en them.
Wheu citizens see their, Government is a
respecter of persons, that rich and other-
wise influential men can get laws passed for
their iudividual behoof, and that the-cry of
thousands weighs little against the unjust
claim of one, popilar regard for Govern-
ment declines, cf course; respect for laws
declines, of course; the smuggler never
vet failed to accompany high protective
duties and never will: the selfish informer
n ever fails to follow the smuggler ; the legis-
lator loses sight of the general good in the
desire to please a few powerful constituents ;
bribes direct or indirect have had much to
do with our protective tariffs. The public
conscience is demoralized by the spectacle
of interest and influence ruling in high
places ; large fortunes acquired through
iavouritism enthroned in law provoke envy
aMnl ill-will; the poor are angered at and
ready to despoil the rich; the rich Lin turn
contemn the unorganized though_ plundered
poor, and society gets secretly disorganized
at and by the ears in consequence of a de-
parture from the path of 'impartial jus-
tioe.'

Under the Reciprocity Treaty
between the UJnited States and British
North American Provinces, the aggre-
gate' exchanges went up from
$20,691,000 to $83,494,000, and in ton
years to $84,000,000. When the treaty
was repealed in 1866 and the restric-
live duties became operative again, it
fell in one year from $84,000,000 to
$57,000,000. He took up a paper and
found that the total liabilities of the
failures in New York for the month of
February amounted to $4,320,000.
Whenever ho took up a paper and
looked' at the state of trade on the
other side ho found the depression,
shrinkage, ruin, and loss equal to , if not
greater, than that which prevailed in
Canada. Some hon. members might
,say: " But arc those the sentiments you
enunciated last Session ; are you
speaking to-day precisely what you
spoke then, when you stated that you
hoped that during recess the Finance
Minister would take into consideration
the interest.of every manufacturer ?"
His sentiments were to-day what they
were last Session. He then said he
would advocate no tariff that did not
take into consideration the interests of
the manufacturer and the consumer.
He held that would exclade the manu-
factures of Great Britain, the United
States or any other country; that the
very instant we excluded the foreign
manufacturer we took away the chief

incentive the native manufacturer
could bave to compote with him; and
that, the very instant the duties werc
raised to a point that excluded the
foreign manufacturer, we were loft
entirely at the mercy of the native
manufacturer. The oxporience of a high
protective tariff in the United States
was, that forevery $5 that went into the
public troasury, $9 went into the
pockets of the. manufacturer, and the
entire $14 came out of the pockets of
the consumer. The word " protection "
was a very vague one, as they had
seen in this discussion. The hon.
member for Stanstead spoke about a
discriminating protection. If one hon.
member was asked what that protec-
tion meant, ho would say 2½ per cent.;
another would say 2i) per cent., and
others vyould say 30 per cent. He
could not vote for any resolution that
contained simply the word " protec-
tion," without qualification-ho would
require to know definitely what was
intended to bo dono, and that stated
clearly and distinctly. To-day how
strangely altered wore the circumstan-
ces of our manufacturers compared with
last year. Last year our manufao-
turers were depressed and needed help.
What wero the facts then? Gold was
115 and goods had reached the lowest
point they had almost ever reached in
the United States. No one could have
predlcted the great change that had
since taken place. Last year there
was not a Protectionist in the House
who would not have folt he had
achieved a great victory if 2j per cent.
had been added to the tariff. To-day,
goods had hardened in price from 10
to 20 per cent., and the mere price of
gold was now worth to every manu-
facturer what a tariff increase of 8 per
cent. would have been last year. It
might be said that Government was
not to be thanked for that. True, the
Govern ment had nothing to do with it.
But was there not some consistency in
admitting that, if manufacturers were
now some 8 to 10 per cent. better off,
their position had been immensely im-
proved. Individually, ho now thought
the protection we had as against Great
Britain was excessive. First wu had
17½ per cent. duty; then we had ocean
freiglit, marine insurance,inland freight
and home charges, which, if added
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together, would bring the protection
up to 30 per cent., which ho thought
was high enough for all purposes.
With greenbacks almost at par, with
the cost of freight between the United
States and Canada, our position was not
bad; and, perhaps, in a month or two,
when gold might probably be at par,
the Canadian manufacturer would have
a protection of 20 per cent. against the
Americans. While he might not be
able to go as far as the author from
whom ho had quoted, they must not
forget that the great industries of the
United States sprang into existence
without artificial assistance, not only
vithout the help of England, but with

her positive hostility, sending as she
did agents to pull down several of the
earliest factories. Still the industries
of the United States flourished and
grew. Were we as a people less ener-
getic than the Americans; were we
willing to admit we had less intelli-
gence than they; or were we willing
to believe that whatever they had
achieved we were unable to accomp-
lish ? Looking at the question from all
its aspects, lie felt unable at present to
vote for the amendment of the right
hon. member for Kingston, or for the
resolution of the hon. member for
Hamilton.

Mr. BLAIN moved the adjournment
of the debate.

Motion to adjourn debate agreed to.
House adjourned at

Thirty minutes after
Eleven o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 7th March, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally
introduced and read thefirst time:-

Bill (No. 65) To make provision for
the Extradition of Fugitive Criminals.
-(Mr. Blake.)

Bill (No. 67) To amend the Law
respecting the Incorportion of Joint
Stock Companies by letters patent.-
(Mr. Cartwright.)

Mr. MACDONALD.

Bill (No. 68) For the better pro.
tection of life and property in the Mines
of British Columbia.-(Mr. Bunster.)

BREACHES OF CONTRACT BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. BLAKE moved for leave to in-
troduce a Bill (No. 66) To repea!
certain laws making breaches of con.
tracts of service criminal, and to prý-
vide for the punishment of certain
breaches of contract.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said this was
a subject in which the whole country
was interested, and a short explanation
should be given.

Mr. BLAKE said the object of the
Bill was to some extent explained by
its title. There were on the Statute-
books of several of the Provinces-
Quebec, Ontario, and Prince Edward
Island-certain labour laws framed
upon the antiquated models in England,
in which breaches of contracts ofservice
were made criminal offences.punishablec
by fine and imprisonment. The moder
spirit of the law was not to treat such
offences as criminal, but to deal with
them, as in point of fact they were.
as civil matters. One object of the
Bill was to repeal so much of those
ancient laws as made breaches Q1
service cri minal. One of the Orovinces
to which ho referred, Quebec, had
assumed to repeal certain provisionf
of its law relating to this subject. He
had received information from a person
who wrote hini on the subject, that the
Bill introduced for a similar purpose 1fl
Ontario was rejected, owing to the
view that it was beyond the power ol
the Local Legislature to deal with this
matter, inasmuch as the act had been
made a crime before Confederation, and
that it came now within the purview
of the Dominion Parliament. The
matter was somewhat of a mixed char-
acter, but ro harm could be donc by
repealing the laws so that the local
Legislatures might feel at liberty to
make provision to dispose of those
complicated and somewhat difficult
questions which arose between masters
and servants. The Bill recited that
certain breaches of contract, whether
of service or otherwise, were of a char-
acter which demanded their punishmnent
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as crimes, and proceeded to describe
those offences. Those exceptions were
as follows :-First, breaches of contract
which might probably involve the
danger of serious bodily injury, or
the loss and destruction of valua-
ble property, real or personal; 2nd,
breaches of contracts, whether of
service or otherwise, in the case
of a gas or water company, or other
authority for supplying the gas or
watcr to cities and towns, the breach
of which would probably involve the
deprivation of the city or town of its
supply ; 3rd, breaches of contract,
whether of service or otherwise, the
urobable consequence of which would
be to prevent or affect the progress of
any locomotive, train or engine upon
any railway carrying ler Majesty's
mails or passengers. Those offences
were declared criminal, and made pun-
ishable by a fine not exceeding $100,
or imprisonment not exceeding three
months, the mode of prosecution bein-
that prescribed in the law relating to
conspiracy and intimidation.

Bill read thefirst time.

REFUNDING OF FEES.

Mr. FRASER moved that the fees
paid on Bill (No. 17) To extend the
provisions of section 56 of the Act 34
Vie., chap. 5. intituled "An Act re-
lating to i>anks and Banking " to the
-Bank of British North America, be re-
funded, in accordance with the Report
of the Committee on Banking and
Commerce.

Mr. IIOLTON said, as they might
probably have other applications for
the remission of tees, it might be as
well to state the grounds on which this
recommendation was made. The Bill
was an* amendment to the General
Law relating to Banking, applicable,
it was true, to the British North
America Bank, but which was made
an exception to the original provisions
of the Act. The Bank came by peti-
tion and asked to be placed under
the same provision as other Banks.
The -Bill was not of the nature of
Private Bills, and ought not to be sub-
jeet to fees.

Motion agreed to.

LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES
BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. TROW, in moving for leave to
introduce a Bill (No. 69) to declare life
insurance policies non-forfeitable, said
the first section related to objections
of a technical character, which were
often raised against policy-holders.
Provision was made that none of those
objections should be raised, nor should
the company take advantage of any in-
formality, when the policy-holder had
paid the premium for five years. An-
other section had reference to cases of
suicide, and was designed to protect
the assignee. It compelled the coin-
pany not to take advantage of such
cases, but to pay over a certain amount
in ton instalments, extending over ten
years.

Bill read the first time.

PRIVATE BILL.

Mr. MACMILLAN asked leave to
introduce a Bill to grant certain powers
to the Agricultural Insurance Co. of
Canada to change the name.

Mr. SPEAKER said this was mani-
festly out of order, as the time allowed
for the introduction of Private Bills
expired on Monday. The hon. gentle-
man might introduce the Bill by special
permission.

Mr. MIACMILLAN said ho would
move for special permission.

An ION. MEMBER: Order.
Mr. SPEAKER said the objection of

one member was fatal.

Mr. MACMILLAN said he would
ask that the rule be suspended in this
case in order that ho might introduce
the Bill.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. gentle-
man was, no doubt, aware that a cer-
tain course was to be observed. If the
rules were suspended, it must be on a
petition to introduce, and that petition
should set forth and establish certain
very special circumstances which
would justify the suspension. If- they
did not adbere to this rule, they might
as well give up their efforts to remodel
the practice with refere rce to Private
Bills.
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Mr. SP EAK ER said ho was informed
that in this eae not one of the rules
regarding Private Bills had been com-
plied with. The Bill had not been
printed, the fees had not been paid
and so on.

THE MIRAMICHI RIVER.

QUESTION.

Mr. DOMVILLE, in the absence of
Mr. MITCHELL, asked whether it wasthe
intention of the Government to expend
during the carrent ycar a sum of
money for the improvement of the
navigation of the South-west branch
of the Miramichi River?

Mr. BLAKE: It is not.

THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBI-
TION.

QUESTION.

Mr. YOUNG asked whether ihe
Government intended to place an iteni
in the Estimates with a view to have
Canada properly represented at the
Grand International Exhibition to be
held in the city of Paris in 1878?

Mr. BLAKE: The subject is now
under the consideration of the Gov-
ernment.

BAY DES CHALEURS RAILWAY.
QUESTION.

Mr. ROBITAILLE asked whether it
it was the intention of the Government
to grant aid of some kind to help the
building of the Bay des Chaleurs Rail-
way, as a feeder of the Intercolonial
Railway ?

Mr. BLAKE: The subject has not
been under the consideration of the
Government.

RIVERS VERTE AND CABANEAU
BRIDGES.

QUESTION.

Mr. BLANCHFLET, in the absence of
Mr. Roy, asked whether it was the in-
tention of the Government to include
in the Supplementary Estinates a sum
of money to repair the roadway and
rebuild the bridges over the Rivers
Verte and Cabaneau on the Temiscon-
ata Road; this road being an Interpro-
vincial one.

Mr. BLAKE: It is not.
Mr. BLAKE.

DOMINION NOTES IN BRIIISHî
COLUMBIA.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) moved
for returns of the aut'nts of J)omi-
nion Notes of the denorminations of one
and two dollars (payable in Victoria)
which have been foi warded by Gov-
ernment to the Assistant Receiver-
General for the Province of British
Columbia during each year since the
admission of that Province into the
Dominion, together with the aînunts
of su-h notes returned for cancellationi
during each year therein mentionel.
le said bis object was to call the atten-
tion of the bon. the Finance Minister
to the fact that there were scarcelv ain-
Dominion notes in circulation in Br'itish
Columbia, and that great inconve-
nience was caused Lv the scareity o
small change in that Province. TI
only change in circulation was Aie-
rican half dollars and coins of other
countries of various denomination .
Until recently, American coin had
always passed at par, but there had
been such an influx of it iuto Victoria
that the merchants had been compelicl
to levya discount of five per cent. Pr-
vious to the entry of British Columbiui
into Confederation, the local banks
issued $1 notes, but since Confederatioli
thev had stopped this issue, for wh:i
reason ho did not know. For a timile
the Dominion notes took the place A
local notes, but they had gradually
disappeared. le did not know whetner
those notes had been returned for
cancellation, or what had become or
them, but their absence from cireula-
tion in the Province was a great inconi-
venience. About eighteen months ago
he wrote to the lion. the Finance Min-
ister on the subject, but that gentleman
had not the courtesy to acknoedgvi&e
the receipt of the letter.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I would bc
glad if the hon. gentleman would il-

form me whether the letter was a -
dressed to myself.

Mr. TIHOMPSON (Caribool: IL
was addressed to the Finance Minister.

Mi. CARTWRIGIIT: This i' tne

first I have heard of it, certainl. h
may possibly have arrived whilo f
absent in England. As to the mai"
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fact, I may just say that some consid-
erable difficulty was experienced in
,etting ouir notes in circulation in Brit

ish Columbia; a certain amount was
sent there, I believe, two or thrce years
ago. My attention was drawn to this
matter some time ago by hon. gentle-
men from British Columbia, and in-
structions were given to send a reason-
a ble quantity of ones and twos to the As-
>istant Ecceiver-General of that Pro-
vince, to be put in circulation. Whether
they have arrived or not, I am not ad-
vised, but they are on the way,I believe.

Motion agreed to.

iHORiSE-SIIOE BAR CHIANNEL.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. I)OMVILLE, in the absence of
Mr. MITCHELL, moved for copies of
orrespondence between the Minister

of Public Works and the officer in
harge of the dredging improvements

and deepening of the Horse-Shoe Bar
Channel at the entrance of the Mira-
maichi River, with a statement showing
the total amount of dredging originally
contemplated ; the quantity of material
removed from said Bar in the respective
seasons that the dredge has been at
work; the length, breadth and depth
of the excavations removed, with the
length of the work yet to be excavated,
aid the probable period of its comple-
tion, with a statement of the depth of
Water proposed to be obtained in said
channel by such improvement.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I am not aware
of any such correspondence being in
existence. However, if there is any,
it will be brought down. The state
the work was in was presented to the
House formerly, and of course it is
not expected that it is to be again sub-
mnitted.

Motion agreed to.

IMPORTED COAL.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. GOUDGE moved for a return of
the quantities and value of the coal im-
Ported into the Dominion for the years
1873, 1874, 1875 and 1876 ; distinguish-
ng the various kinds, say-Anthracite,

Il 3tuninous and Lignite; the countries
and ports of the same whence brought;

the Province and ports of the Dominion
where entered. His object, he ex-
plained, was to secure information
which was not contained in the Trade
and Navigation Returns. The total
quantity of coal was given, but it was
not classified into the different grades.
He believed, from what he had learnt
from the American reports, that a
large portion, say two-thirds, of the
coal imported into the Dominion was
anthracite coal, and he desired
to obtain accurate information on
the subject. This was absolutely
necessary in order to discuss intelli-
gently the coal question, which was
occupying to a very largo extent the
minds of the people of this country.
He would suggest to the Minister of
Customs the desirability of classify-
ing the imports of coal in the future.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John): I do not
think that we can furnish this inform-
ation as far back as the hon. gentle-
man desires, as these returns have
only been kept separately from the
first of last July to the end of Decem
ber. I do not think it possible to
secure such information as to previous
imports unless we apply to the differ-
ent ports, and thon it could not be
depended on as accurate.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

REPATRIATION OF FRENCH
IMMIGRANTS.

MOTION FoR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. MASSON moved for copies of
all correspondence with the French
Vice-Consul in Montreal, or other
persons relating to the repatriation of
Frencli immigrants during the year
1876, together with a statement show-
ing the names of said immigrants who
may have been repatriated, thq date
of their arrival in this country, their
age and their occupations previous to
their coming here: also all Depart-
mental rules thon and now in force
relating to the same.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) : I will be
happy to furnish the hon. gentleman
with all possible information as to
names, etc., but I do not know how the
dates can be given.

Mr. MASSON said the dates were
the most important point. If the
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naines could be given the season could
also be easily indicated.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said it had
been remarked a few evenings ago
that these immigrants were repatriated
under an old departmental rule. He
could only say that this rule did not
.apply to any such case as the present;
it was only intended to enable an im-
migrant who could not earn his living
here, or who was poor or sickly, to be
sent to the country from which he
came. Under the late Administration
only three or four, or at most five,
persons had been so returned to their
homes. He did not complain of the
existence of the regulation, but he did
complain of its abuse.

Mr. BURPEE said he had previous-
]y stated that this rule provided for re-
patriation'in certain cases. Its appli-
'cation had however been enlarged and
.extended in this instance.

Mr. POPE: Do I understand that
the rule has been changed ?

Mr. BURPEE: It has been ex-
tended.

Mr. POPE: In what way ? By an
Order in Council, or how?

Mr. BURPEE: The correspondence
will show.

Mr. CARTWTRI(HT: I may as well
state what I said the other night, that
the Government, as soon as these pro-
ceedings were brought to their notice,
stopped them. I considered that this
rule had been improperly used. My
hon. friend is perfectly right in saying
that it was intended to apply to indivi-
dual cases of exceptional hardship, and
not to the return ofseveral hundreds of
1eople. The Government found that
it was being abused and stopped the
procecdings at once.

Motion agreed to.

SEIZURE OF THE SCHOONE R
.NAPIER.

MOTION FOR iORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. CAMPBELL moved for papers
and correspondence connected with
the seizure of the schooner Napier in
Ingonish, in the year 1;2, for
smuggling, and a statement shewing if
the Hon. William Ross has redeemed

Mr. XAon.

his bonds for the release of said vessel.
If not, why not? The amountrealized
from the sale of goods seized on boaîd
such vessel. He said it was notorous
that the Hon. William Ross had been
for years in the habit of smuggling
at St. Peter's; that the hon. gentle
man was at last caught; that his
vessel was seized with the goods she
contained, by order of the Government
of the day; that the vessel was re-
leased upon bonds given by Mr. Ross;
tha ho (Mr. Ross) had been elevated
by the present Government to the
highest position ho could occupy in
this country; and that these bonds
had not been redomed. He presumed
that the leader of the Government
had been in the dark with reference to
this matter, and that when the hon.
gentleman discovered it, he sent Mr.
Ross about his business in order that
ho might not disgrace the Cabinet,
until the matter was satisfactorilv
explained away, and that he then
placed him in a very high position.
He moved that the papers be brought
down in order that the whole trans-
action miglit be revealed.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said this
case happened in 1872. The vessel wa-s
seized on the 2nd October, 1872, and
was released by the thon Minister of
Customs on the 7th October, the cap-
tain being relieved at the same time.
A bond was takon from Mr. Ross. NO
information was asked for, nor was any
demand made for the fulfilment of the
bon d until 1874, after the present Gov-
ernment came into power. The bond
had not been collected yet. There was
an important lotter in 1872 writtenl to
the thon Minister of Customs, the ion.
Mr. Tilley, explaining this matter,
which had been lost, and, as yet, it
could not be found, although it had
been searched for. Mr. Tilley was tele-
graphed to, and sent the followi"g
reply:-

" Fredericton, Feb. 27, 1877.

"Jas. Johnston,
Comr. Customs.

" Collector Ross, Halifax, telegraPhs Ine
that his letter to Department, Oct., 1872, re,
ferring to seizure schooner Napier, cannlOt
be found. Must be somewhere in Depae
ment. Not in My possession. Bouchette
may suggest where it is. If My memorY
serves me, enquiry established smuggling •
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aptaiand crew, but exonerated owner from
,y know]edge of proceedings. Papers will,

however, show. "S. L. TILLEY."

All the papers asked for would be
brought down, but he thought it due
to Mr. Ross that it should be explained
that the delay arose froin the loss of
,he letter referred to.

Mr. BOWELL: That does not re-
,ease him from his bond ?

Mr. BURPEE : He is not released.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
the hon. member for Victoria ought to
have very good grounds before ho made
such stalements as he had regarding a
gentleman who held a high position in
the country, and who once held a seat
in this louse. He had known Mr.
Ross for many years, and he thought
ît in extremely bad taste for the hon.
imember for Victoria to say what ho
had. The charge he was sure could
not be made in the hon. member's own
county, and it was rather strange that
he had not made the accusation against
Mr. Ross during the late election cam-
paign. It struck him (Mr. Mackay)
that an investigation had been held
into the charge of smuggling on the
part ot the master of the vessel. Mr.
Ross not boing on board the schooner
at the time the seizure was made, ho
iad, it appeared, nothing whatever to

do with the matter, except owning the
vessel. It was clearly enough shown
that Mr. Ross had nothing to do with
the smuggling of liquors and other
goods from St. Peter into Nova Scotia.
In fact, Mr. Ross was neither a whole-
sale nor retail dealer in the trade in
-connection with the importation of
liquors, but the hon. member for Vic-
toria could not say that ho was not in-
terested in that way.

M.r. CAMPBELL asserted that he
knew as a fact that Mr. Ross was for
several years engaged in the trade of
the importation of liquors, and that ho
had a vessel in that trade. Several
merchants had been driven out of the
blsiness because they could not com-
Pete with a man who did not pay duty.

Le (Mr Campell) had examined theCustoms Department, but he could not
fiud the report as to the case. It

Ieneed to him as if there had been6one foul play. The money not thon
34

paid into the Revenue Department was
still owing, and ho considered ho had
a right to enquire into the matter.

Motion agreed to.

DEFALCATIONS AT PORT OF
BADDECK.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. CAMPBELL moved for papers
and correspondence in connection with
the defalcations of the ex-Collectôr of
Customs, William Redston, at the Port
of Baddeck, and a return showing if
the amount had been refunded to the
Department; and if not, the reason for
its not being refunded. He said this
officer had, he believed, kept back a
couple of thousand dollars of the public
money. The case was put into the
hands of the Government Agent at
Halifax, judgment rendered against
him, and his property was ordered to
be sold-or at least so ho understood,
but ho could nDot follow the case out.
But the money had not yet been
refunded to the Treasury.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said of
course there could be no objection te
the motion passing or to the papers
being brought down. -He might say,
however, that the case was one that
dated back to 1870. Action was taken
against the sureties, and judgment for
$2,400 rendered. In 1871, the lawyer
in Halifax wrote that the sureties were
worthless and could not be proceeded
against. Action was accordingly taken
against the Collector, but nothing was
done towards collecting the amount
until 1874.

Mr. TUPPER: The property was
sold under an execution.

Mr. BURPEE said ho did not think
it was. The inspector was sent there
to report upon the case, and he reported
that the security coverod a house and
lot which was not worth more than
$1,000 at the outside. The inspector
recommended, as the Collector was a
poor man with a large family, that
81,000 be taken in satisfaction of the
claim. This was agreed to, and the
Government had been trying to colleet
the money, but had failed so far,
although they had several promises.

Ir. MACKAY (Cape Breton): I
congratulate the House that the hon.

(MARCII 7, 1877.]Defalcations at



530 Hlarbour of Refuge

member for Victoria has at last in his
enquiries departed from the feud which
exists between him and the Ross clan,
and has gone into another.

Motion agreed to.

HARBOUR OF REFUGE AT
RONDEAU.

Mr. STEPHENSON inoved for re-
turns shewing in detail the cost of the
erection of the lighthouse at the
harbour of refuge at Rondeau, under
contract awarded by tender; the tender
received and from whom: whether the
lowesttender was accepted ; the amount
paid for extras in constructing break-
water on the lake side opposite the
lighthouse, and whether such extras
were done by tender publicly advertised
for; also the name of the contractor for
oil supplied to said lighthouse, the
cost per gallon supplied, together with
loss involved by the fire which occur-
red last fall in said lighthouse; and
the correspondence relating thereto,
whether from the lighthouse keeper
or the Government Inspector. He
said the piers of the lighthouse were
left standing there for three years,
after having been finished, before the
lighthouse was erected. On the 7th
September, last year, the lighthouse
was erected, and on the 25th July-
some months before the lights were
put in-a keeper was appointed at a
salary of $400 a year. In October, a
portion of the lighthouse was destroyed
by fire. It was said that the tire was
caused by the explosion of the oil,
which was supplied by Mr. Fitzgerald,
an active supporter of Colonel Walker
in the London election, and which was
not up to the standard by a long way.
Some $600 or $700 damages were in-
volved by the fire. Moreover, the
harbour had been rendered compara-
tively useless since then. as vessels
could not with safety enter in. The
importance of the harbour was shovn
by the fact that in three months 27
vessels took refuge there. Although
the lighthouse was constructed by ton-
der,the lowest tender was not accepted,
but the tender -was transferred to
another party.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
it would have been well had the hon.
gentleman reserved his remarks until

Mr. MAcKAY.

he got more accurate information fromu
the returns. The- transaction with
regard to the oil was a bond /ide one.
He did not know before that the con-
tractor, Mr. Fitzgerald, was a stron,
political partizan. The contract wa,
let by public tender and Mr. Fitzgerj
gave the lowest tender. The oi was
inspected by the officer of the depart.
ment and was found to be of a superior
quality. The lighthouse, however, was
not let to the lowest tenderer. The
lowest tender was that of Squires
& Co., Brampton, their figures being
$4,295. This was accepted, and the
contract was awarded to them. But
the firim afterwards refused to execute
the contract, giving as an excuse that
their sureties had failed. The rule
vas, that, where the lowest tender was
not accepted, the Government fell back
on others ; if the estimate of their own
officer was higher than the offer of the
next tenderer, the'contract, was invar-
ably given to him ; but, if it was below.
tenders for the contract were advertized
for anew. The next tender was for
$4,694, and, as the Government Engi-
neer reported his estimate higher than
that, the tender was accepted. The
contra2tor afterwards said some extra
work was required to prevent accidents
through a storm or high water. The
Government Engineer reported favour-
ably, and a breakwater, at a cost of
$400, was erected. In addition there
wvere $287 for extras. The whole work
was performed to the satisfaction
of the Government Inspector. As t>
the explosion, an enquiry vas held, but
no cause could be discovered. It ap-
peared that the lighthouse-keeper had
left about an hour and a half before
the fire took place. It would take fully
$600 to repair the damage. He ac-
knowledged the importance of t)e
harbour, and no time should be lost fin
replacing the light.

Mr. STEPHENSON said the tre
occurred, according to the report of the
hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish-
erie, on 19th October last. It wls
vel1 known that the harbour of refuge
vas repaired long atter that date, and

the navigators eould not understand
why the light was not in oper-ationl
after that date, when without it the
harbour was rendered useless. The
matter had been represented to him by
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,teamboat-owners and others using the
harbour, who had pressed upon them
the necessity of havmng the light re-
paired at once. If the accident had
occurred at Cow Bay or some place
of minor importance, frequented by
half a dozen vossels, the matter would
have been properly attended to, and
when tne accident took place at the
the only harbour of refuge on the north
shore of Lake Erie, the people of On-
tario could not understand why the
ame promptness should not be used.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
there had been no neglect wbatever.
The destruction of the light took place
at almost the close of navigation. His
impression was that lighthouse-keep-
ers always showed temporary lights if
accidents occurred to the lighthouses.
He would, however, make inquiries
into the subject.

Mr. STEPHENSON said it was
stated in the report of the lion. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries :

"Owing to ait accident from fire, the lanps
aud reflectors of the revolving apparatus of
the main light were destroyed on the 19tk
October last, and the ligh lias not beenshown since that period."

Navigators along the lake shore
when they left Longe Point and steered
br' the Rondeau light had failed to
(liscover it, and vessels had gone ashore
in consequence of the neglect of the
Government to repair the light.
To show the necessity that existed
ior keeping the light up to a late
period, he might state that steamers
and row-boats were plying on the Ist
January last year, and steamers were
rUluning to-day on Detroit river. When
vessels were thus plying on our western
waters it was absolutely necessary that
a light of that importance should be
re-erected the very next day, if possible,
after it was burnt down.

Mr. SMITH said it was the rule of
the Department that, if any accident
ocurred to a light, so that it did not
any longer exist, information was
given to the publie at once. There-
fore, the people of the district nust
have known that the light did not
enist, because it had been burnt down
and le thought he remembered, though
.Ie was not positive on the point, that
i'structions were given to the light-

34i

house-keeper to exhibit a temporary
light, if possible. It was the invariable
rule to exhibit a temporary light, if
possible. He felt satisfied-neverthe-
less ho would make inquiries and
inform the House on lhe subject-that
a temporary light had been exhibited,
and if it was not exhibited it was the
negleet of the lighthouse-keeper.

Mr. STEPHENSON said the report
distinctly stated that the light had not
been shown since that period.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It might refer
to the regular light.

Mr. TUPPER said he could readily
understand that great neglect had
taken place in regard to this matter.
He took that opportunity to call the
attention of the hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries to the condition
of the vessel at Cap D'Or, iii the
County of Cumberland.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled that notico
should be given before that motion was
brought up.

Mr. TUPPER said he would place a
notice on the paper. It was most imi-
portant that the measures adopted for
the protection of life and property, at
great expense to the country, should
be carried out, because it was eviden t
that, if such were not doue in regard to
lighthouses and fog-whistles, they
simply became delusions and snares,
and caused the destruction they were
established to prevent.

Mr. SMITH said lie would challenge
the hon. gentleman to bring up the
matter at any proper time. The hon.
gentleman was not bis judge, and, if he
were, ho 'vas not a disinterested one,
and he was therefore not disposed to
submit to his views in regard to mat-
ters in the hands of his Department.

Mr. McGREGOR said there was a
temporary light exhibited at Rondeau
Harbour after the fire.

Motion agreed to

SPECIAL TARIFF FOR BRITIS l
COLUMBIA.

RESOLUTION PRUIPOsED.

Mr. BUNSTER moved:
" That the House do now resolveitselfintt

a Comnmittee of the Whole to conoider the
following resolution :-That in hlie opinio
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of this Houpe the interests of British Colum-
bia will be promoted by the adoption of a
Special Tariff for the protection of the Farm-
ing, Mining and Manufacturing interests of
that Province, until the construction <f the
Canadian Pacific Railway."

He said that, four years ago, he had
the honour of bringing this subject
before the House. Since then, circum-
stances had occurred which he thought
would enable the House to judge of the
matter in a more favourable light; the
question possessing additional interest
to entitle it to their favourable con-
sideration. He was glad the Speech
from the Throne had referred to the
visit made by the Governor-General to
British Columbia last summer.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the mo-
tion could not possibly be in order.

Mr. BUNSTER said if the hon. the
Finance Minister would bear with him
for a few moments, lie would show
that it was in order. It was not fair
or honest that, whenever the members
froni British Columbia rose in the
House, they should be interrupted in
this way. It was rather singular, to
say the least, that the hon. the Finance
Minister should interrupt him when
he mentioned the circumstance of the
visit of the Governor-General to British
Columbia last year.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the hon.
member should place the motion in
the hands of the Speaker before he
proceeded to speak to it.

Mr. BUNSTER said ho would do so
at the proper time.

Mr. SPEAKER said he looked into
the matter a few moments ago and
found that the motion handed in was
one of an abstract character, and
therefore would be in order. Whether
it was exactly consistent with the
notice was another question.

Mr. BLAKE said the House had only
to do with the motion on the notice
paper, and that was the only one the
hon. member could move.

Mr. SPEAKER said it had occurred
to him that, looking at the motion as it
appeared on the paper, it was entirely
oui of order; and he had, therefore,
examined the motion itself. In his
opinion it was in order, though it might
be a very inconvenient abstract resolu-
tion.

Mr. BUNSTER.
la

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that what appeared on the notice paper
was merely a synopsis of the motion.

Mr. BUNSTER, continuing, said
that, when His Excellency the Gover-
nor-General visited British Columbia
last season, he was well received, as
he deserved to be; and he, also, well
received the farmers who waited on
him en masse, and laid their grievan-
ces on this subject before him. His
Excellency promised to aid them as
much as lay in bis power. It was
reported that ho (Lord Dufferin) had
said that the farmers needed protection,
but it was a question for bis Ministers
to deal with, the only thing ho (Lord
Dufferin) could do being to recom-
mend the matter to them.

Mr. BLAKE: Hear, hear.
Mr. BUNSTER said the hon, the

Minister of Justice would not find him
saying anything except what was cor-
rect and in the interests of British
Columbia, lIs Excellency, having
given the farmers a hearing and assured
them that he would give all the assist-
ance in bis power, they (the farmers),
a large and influential body, bad solici-
ted him (Mr. Bunster) te bring the
matter before Parliament, and ask that
a special tariff should be granted in the
interests of the Province. No doubt
it would be argued that a special or
differential tariff could not be extended
to any particular part of the Dominion,
but it should be remembered that
British Columbia was labouring at
present under the disadvantages of a
tariff almost altogether opposed te the
wants and wisbes of the people of that
Province. British Columbia did not
enjoy the privileges acquired under
the Washington Treaty by other
Provinces of the Dominion, and upoi
that fact he based the claim to have a
special tariff framed in her interests.
It was a matter of justice that that
distant Province should receive the
consideration on this subject it Was
so well entitled to. Their markets had
been flooded with American producle
to the detriment of the farmers, ever
since the Province came into the Union.
The farmers on the island of San Jua,
who felt they were labouring under
great injustice in this matter as subjects
of Great Britain, now possessed 'a

British Columbia.[COMMONS.]
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market which they would not have
obtained if they had remained part and
parcel of the Dominion. He claimed,
on behalf of British Columbia, that,
inasmuch as there was already a
differential tariff against the Province,
the Government should take the sub-
ject into its favourable consideration
and grant what was now so urgently
needed and required, thus fulfilling the
promise, or partial promise, made by
His Excellency to the farmers of that
country-a promise, he might add,
that had made their hearts rejoice,
giving them confidence, as it did, that
they would be fairly and honourably
deait with by the Dominion authorities.

Mr. SPEAKER said that it was well
known His Excellency could not make
a statement on public affairs unless
under the responsibility of M inisters of
the Crown. It was not, therefore,
strictly in order for any hon. member
to inform the House as to what His
Excellency did or did not say. His
Excelleney's name should not be used
for the purpose of influencing the
opinion of the House.

Mr. BUNSTER said lie would also
call the attention of the Government to
a resolution passed in 1376 by the
Local Legislature of British Columbia.
It read as follows:-

" That, whereas, by the 7th clause of theTerms of Union, it is provided that the Cus-
toms Tariff and Fxcise Duties existing within
the Province at the date of union shonld con-
tinne in force until the railway from the
Pacifie coast and the system of railways in
Canada should be connected, unless by de-
cision of the Legislature of British Columbia
the Tariff and Excise Laws of Canada should
sooner be adopted ;

"And whereas, owing principally to the
anticipated early construction and comple-
tion Of the Pacifie Railway, the Legislature
of Britishl Colunibia adopted the Canadian
Tariff and Excise Laws;

"And whereas the acricultural portion
of the community througout the Province
have suffered severely from the adoption of
the Canadian Tariff, which, while admitting
sone farm products free, imposed but a low
rate of duty on all others-(he might saythat scarcely any duties were imposed on

en prodacts)-and as connection between
the Pacific Coast and the railway Ly.stem ofCanada is not likely to be accomphshed so

o01 as was at first understood ;i"And whereas, moreover, the neighbour-
as Possessions of the United States of

mrnerica overflow with a surplus of commo-

dities which this Province can produce in
sufficiency for more than its present need:

" Therefore, your memorialists respect-
fully ask that your Excellency may be
pleased to sanction the adoption for this
Province, of the following changes in the
tariff now in operation."

The changes in the tariff they desired
to secure were the removal of the
duties levied on mining and agricul-
tural machinery; and, in lieu thereof,
the imposition of a small tax on the
cereals which could be produced in
the Province of British Columbia.
This would be only a fair and perfectly
just proceeding, and if the Govern-
ment wished to do the Province justice
they would certainly accede to it; and
this could be donc without inflicting
any injury on the other Provinces of
the Dominion. One duty imposed by
the American Government militated
heavily against their interests. They
employed Indians in " gathering " oil,
which was excluded from the Ameri-
can market, and they were conse-
quently obliged to send it to England.
They did not share, it was to bo
remembered, in the benefits accruing
from the Washington Treaty. He
thought he had shown that it was per-
fectly practicable for the Govern-
ment to grant British Columbia a
modified tariff, in order that the
bone and sinew of the country
might not be driven out of it, and
that their farming lands miglt not
again become portions of the howling
wilderness. If those other Provinces
were overrun with American produce,
as they were in British Columbia, ho
was certain that the consequent disad-
vantage would be felt, and no one
could therefore be blamed under such
circumstances for defending the inter-
ests of bis constituents; particularly if,
as he (Mr. Bunster) was, supported by
the Legislature and the entire popula
tion of his Province. British Columbia
only desired to secure an exceptional
tariff until such a time as Canada
would carry out ber pledges and bui ld
the railway. It was also to be borne
in mind that, since the Province entered
Confederation, the tariff had been
raised 2½ per cent. on articles which
they consumed. Unfortunately, they
did not have a sufficiently large popu-
lation to encourage manufactures, and
even if this were the case they would in
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this relation be shut out of the American
market. Many intelligent and thrifty
farmers had gone to British Columbia
froni Ontario-some on the recommen-
dation of bis friends, and some on bis
own recommendationwhich recommen-
dation he now regretted having given,
because they had said to bim: "You
have good land we know, because we
see it before us, but you have no mar-
ket; it is better To go to the States
than to come to your country." Hence
they lost settlers who were as good sub-
jects and citizens as could be found any-
where in the world, simply because
they lacked the small degree of protec-
tion which they 'desired, and which
was necessarv to establish a proper
feeling of confidence. He earnestly
implored the Governinent to take the
matter into their favourable considera-
tion. He thought that a tax on cereals
would be preferable to the tax on malt.
He asked hon. gentlemen to support
hini in his endeavour to secure what
was simply a matter of justice for his
Province. He would propose to add to
the motion the proviso : "LUntil the
Canada Pacifie Railroad be built."

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : Does this
imply compensation for any other
unavoidable difficulty that may occur ?

Mr. BUNSTER: The unavoidable
delay will probably come up in another
form. British Columbia is not insensi-
ble to the injustice donc ber.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I must in-
form my hon. friend that we cannot
allow such a resolution to pass. low-
ever desirous we may be to meet his
wishes, and those of other gentlemen
from British Columbia, it is scarcely
necessary for me to say that it is im-
possible for this Dominion to permit
each separate Province to have a separ-
ate tariff adapted to its own especial
needs; therefore, I hope that my hon.
friend will not insist on pressing lis
motion. Ie bas stated bis case and
bis grievances, and I think it would
not be advisable for him to press a re-
solution which I think the sense of
the House will inevitably condemn.

Mr. DEWDNEY said that, prior
to entering the Union, they had had
the alternative of eitherretaining their
own tariff or of accepting the Canadian

Mr. BUNSTER.

tariff, which, if not thon aecepted, was
to corne into force when the railwaywas built. He was willing, however
to let the matter drop.

Sir JO IN A. MACDONALD said le
thought that as bis hon. friend from
Vancouver had had an opportunity for
making bis explanations, which would
go to the country and to the hon.
gentleman's constituents, he (Mr.
Bunster) had better adopt the sugges-
tion of the Finance Minister, and
withdraw bis motion. Its passage, of
course, was hopeless.

Mr. BUNSTER said that he wouli
comply with the suggestions of the
Finance Minister and of the leader of
the Opposition, but nevertheless he
would probably move the motion in
amendment to the motion of the right
hon. mcmber for Kingston or before
going into Committec of Supply. Ile
would merely add that British Coluni-
bia had been worse treated, and there-
fore had more cause to feel discontented
than any other Province in the Domin-
ion. He hoped the Government might
sec their way to granting what he had
asked for at some future time, and
bring it down as part and parcel of
their policy.

Motion, with leave of the louse.
withdrau-n.

THE TORONTO HARBOUR.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. MACDONALD (Centre Toron-
to) moved for a statement shewing the
extent and character of the works car-
ried on in the improvement of the
Toronto harbour during the past year;
together with all correspodence,
plans, &c., having reference to the best
method or methods of permaneltlY
securing the harbour against damae,
and deepening it so as to admit vessels
of largest tonnage navigating the
upper lakes, with any estimate which
may have been made of the cost of such
improvements. le said he was aware
that different opinions existed as to the
bet method of securing the improve-
ment of Toronto harbour, and his Ob-
ject in moving for these papers was
simply to obtain the best opinions
that could be given in regard to a Case
of such gravity.
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Mr. MACKENZ[E said he thought
thnt some of the information asked for
\Vas brought down to the House last
sssi on. The papers desired ho pro-

n ed were such freslh correspondence
reports as might have passed or

been sont In since that date.
N new plans had, however, been
designed since the close of last Session

i this regard. The only difficulty
encounterod in protectin g this harbour
reiatcd to the fact that the beach, which
whiib had fornerly pi otected it on
the south-east side, had been broken
miay. Experiene had shown that the
tiling up of the harbour, which was
unticipated in consequence of' this
breach having beci made, had not
oc'urred, and it niight be that this
breach would etfect a sanitary
reform in admitting purer water
into the bay, besides preserving
the depth ot the water. The beach
was wholly composed, as the hon.
-entleman was aware, of sand, which
shifted with the varying storms ; some-
times, in consequence of this facit, the
enitrance of the water was less free on
the eastern than on the western side of
the harbour, and oecassionally this
was so much the case ~that ordinary
hike steamers could not find an
entrance there. There w-as, there-
fore, an uncertainty as to using
the return passage for navigable
purposes, for it was not at all
absolutely certain that the destruction
ofthe beach would move the obstruction
of the harbour. The works carried on
last year had been devoted exclusively
to widening and deepening the entrance
10 Queen's Wharf, at the eusterin end
of the harbour. A considerable portion
of the entrance to the harbour was
comnposed of shaly limestone, which
Lad been excavated by the ordinary
dredging operations, and some ot that
work was yot to be done. When itwas
completed the entrance would be quite
'sufficient for almost any vessel navi-
gating the lakes, while achorage in
the harbour vas good and the water
Sufficiently deep after getting in. The
maitenance of the depth along the
wbarves and landing places belonged
'0 the liarbour Commissioners rather
than to the Government, and that was
a part of the work wlhich they did

not propose to undertake. H1e would,
of course, furnish every information
to the hon. gentleman that had not
been previously brought down, but
in the present state of the public
revenue they did not expect to
undertake any extensive work fir the
protection of the harbour in conse-
quence of the breach alluded to. The
reports received showed that an
expenditure varying from $220,000 to
$375,000, according to the plans to be
adopted, would be required for the
purpose, and there was some reason-
able doubt, in the first place, whether
the work was necessary, and, secondly,
whether any of the plans would be
efficacious.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) said
ho was aware of the opinion that had
already been expressed, but he thought
it would be well to have that opinion
ratified. If it could bo sbown that an ex-
penditure of $220,000 to $375,000 was
necessary, it would be a subject for the
Government to consider in view of the
importance of the harbour, not orly to
the city of Toronto, but also to the
whole Province.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they quite
recogrnized the importance of the har-
bour; it was next to the harbour of
Hamilton, which, of course, was always
the best. The Government was bound
to give the closest attention to harbours
such as Hamilton, Toronto and Presqu'
Isle, which wore natural harbours of
refuge; but he did not think any of
them were in immediate danger from
any of the natural causes which some-
times affected harbours.

Motion agreed to.

AMOUNTS PAID BY STEAM-
BOATS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. CHEYAL moved fora statement
as exact as possible, showing the
amount paid by each steamboat to the
Harbour Commissioners of Montreal,
during the season 1875-6, for wharf-
age dues, together with the name and
length of such steamboat.

Motion agreed to.

Amiounts Paid
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS
LIVE CATTLE.

OF

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. HIGINBOTHIAM moved for
a return showing, 1st. The value of
live cattle imported into each Province
between the 1st day of July, 1875, and
the lst day of January, 1877. 2nd.
The value of live cattle imported into
each Province during the same period,
and entered in bond for exportation.
3rd. The value of live cattle exported
from each Province during the same
period, specifying what portion there-
of related to cattle imported in bond.
4th. The value of m eats, fresh or eured;
the product of cattle imported and
killed in bond, and exported during the
same period from each Province. 5th.
The total value of meats, fresh or
cured; the product of borned cattle
exported from each Province during
the same period. le said his object
was to obtain the most complete
information possible on this subject.
The section of the country where ho
resided was deeply interested in the
cattle trade, and it was necessary they
should be in possession of all the
facts connected therewith.

Mr. CASEY said ho recognized the
importance of the additional informa-
tion asked for, but lie suggested that
the date in the motion should be
changed from July lst, 1875, to January
1st, 1875, so as to make the return
cover the same period as the one he
(Mr. Casey) moved for the other day.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said ho did
not know whether he could furnish the
details asked for in the 4th and 5th
clauses, but everything that could
be brought down would be submitted.

Mr. HIGINBOTHAM accepted the
amendment of the hon. member for
West Elgin.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

EAGLE HARBOUR.

MOTION FOR REPORT.

Mr. CASEY moved for the Engineer's
report of the survey of Eagle Ilarbour,
in the county of Elgin, to decide on its
suitableness for a harbour of refuge;
and map of the said harbour. He said

Mr. CHEVAL.

in the summer of 1875 the Government
saw fit to send an engineer to survey
ibis harbour with a view to ascertaining
how far it was adapted for a harbour
of refuge. The people in that part of
the country were naturally curous to
know what report had been made.
This was perhaps not the time to urge
on the hon. the Minister of Public
Works any further action in connection
with this matter, but ho would pro-
bably take another opportunity to say
something on the subject.

Motion agreed'to.

SALE OF CANADIAN SHIPS IN
FRANCE.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. KILLAM moved for copies of
all correspondence between the Gov-
ernment of Canada. the Imperial
Government, and any other Govern-
ments or persons, on the subject of the
duty imposed on Canadian ships sold
in France; also copies of such portions
of recent Commercial Treaties between
the United Kingdom and France, as
permit the sale in France of ships re,
gistered in the United Kingdom on
more favourable terms than ships re-
gistered in Canada. He said the object
of the motion could be explained in a
few words. About ten years ago ships
built and registered in this counitry
could be sold in France on payment of
an import duty of two francs per ton.
Since the last CommercialTreaty be-
tween England and France, ships regis-
tered in Great Britain were allowed to
be sold on payment of the same duty,
but Canadian ships were subjected to a
duty of 40 fr. per ton. Whether this
was expressly stipulated by the treaty,
or whether itwas a construction placld
on the treaty by the French authorities,
he did not know. In the latter case, it
would be a similar construction to that
which enabled the Americans to clai'
that seal oil was not fish oil, or that
British Columbia was not part of the-
Dominion. He wanted to know, first,
whether this evil could be remedied,
and, socondly, whether the Government
were taking any stops to remedy it.
It -would be as well to understand
whether theQanadian ships were British
only for the purpose of vexatiols nd
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annoying interference by the Imperial
Goernment, or whether they were to
be allowed the privileges British ships
enjoyed in other countries.

Mr. BLANCHET said the hon. the
mover should be thanked for bringing
this subject before the House. He
(Mr. Blanchet) was not a shipbuilder
Èimself, but ho happened to live in a
place where a great many vessels were
built, and shipbuilders had informed
him that the duty of 40 francs per ton
amounted to prohibition. A few years
ago the French markets were good for
Canadian vessels, but they were now
deprived of them under the operation
ot this duty. The subject was brought
to the attention of the Dominion Board
of Trade at its last meeting, and a
resolution was adopted asking the Gov-
ernment to try and find some means of
relieving the shipbuilders of Canada in
this particular. It might be that the
duty was imposed by way ofretaliation
for the duty put upon French products
by Canada. He hoped the Government
would take the matter into considera-
tion.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
he was very glad that the correspon-
dence had been moved for,because it was
desirable that the country should know
exactly how this matter stood. The
Government had had correspondence
with the Imperial and French Cabinets
and they were met in this way: This
is a iatter of treaty arrangement
between England and France. The last
treaty agreed that Bi itish ships should
be sold in France, but it stipulated that
they should be vessels built in Great
Britain. Of course, oui ships wero
British and were recognised as such
by Imperial legislation. The corres-
pondence would show exactly the
Position of the matter at present.

1Miotion agreed to.

THE POSTAL UNION.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) moved
for all papers or correspondence, if
anY, im regard to placing the Dominion
of Canada in as favourable a position
as any foreign country, under the
provisions of the Postal Union made
at Berne on the 9th October, 1874.

He said every hon. member would
know that, under the Postal Union
effected at Berne, which comprised all
the countries of Europe, including the
colonies of France and the United
States, letters were conveyed to and
from each nation at the rate of 5 cents.
It was true that we had, with the United
States and Great Britain, a very
favourablo postal arrangement, but we
had not very good arrangements with
other foreign countries. We had to
pay a double rate of duties. For
instance, a man on the other side of the
St. Lawrence paid 5c. for a letter to
France, while a man on this side had
to pay 10c. for the same service.
The colonies of Great Britain, and the
Dominion of Canada were notincluded
in this Postal Union, therefore he
brought this motion before the House in
order to know if the Government were
using every exertion in this direction.
He thought we should be placed cer-
tainly upon as good a footing as any
country in the world in regard to
postal matters.

Mr. HIUNTINGTON said ho was
sure the House would be obliged t&
the hon. gentleman for the attention
he had applied to this important sub-
ject, and ho (Mr. Huntington) would
take the earliest opportunity to bring
down the papers. When they came
down, ho was sure the hon. gentleman
would be glad to find that the Govern-
ment had done its best to place this
country in the same position as those
countries which obtained a position
in the Postal Union under the conven-
tion at Berne. By that treaty there
were certain provisions, one of which
was that, if any member of the conven-
tion objected to the admission of any
applicant, the admission could not take
place. It had been agreed that sea
rates of postage were to be an open
question in all countries beyond the
sea, and were to be the subject of
future arrangement. It happened, after
the union, when British India and the
colonies were asking to be admitted,
that the British Government did not
take the same view as France in re-
gard to the sea rates. The views of
the British Government, however, pre-
vailed, and, in consequence, when
application was made by Canada, or,
ogl our behalf, by the British Post
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Office, the French Governinent refused
to permit our entranco into the Union.
The Government had made every ex-
ertion last winter with the expoctation,
which was concurred in by the British
Post Office, that the application would
be successful in June last, but it was
found impossible for Canada to obtain
immediate admission into the conven-
tion. He was happy, however, to state
that an application would be made at
the next meeting of the convention by
the British Post Office for the re-casting
of the 17th rule in such a way that
the majority of the members, instead
of only one, would be able to accord
admission to those seeking it, and
thon the Government hoped that
Canada would be admitted. 11e
thought the hon. gentleman would
be glad to know also that, altliough
Canada had not been able to obtain
admission as yet to the Postal
Union, whose benefits were so well
known, the Government had been able
to make sach arrangements with the
British Government, that we were in
the same position with regard to them
as if we were members of the Postal
Union, and a troaty had also been
made with Gormany to the same effect,
which would come into operation on
the lst of April next. The hon. gen-
tlemen would find all the information
in the papers.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) said he
was perfectly satisfied with the re-
marks of the Postmaster-General, and
he thought it was unnecessary that
that the papers should be brought
before the House.

Mr. TUIPPER said lie hoped his hon.
friond would not withdraw the motion
for the papers, as there was no objec-
tion to bringing them down, and the
subject was one of great interest t-
the country.

Mr. HUN FINGTON said there was
no objection to bringing down a suffi-
ciont number of the papers to put the
Iouse in possession of ail the requisite
information.

Motion agreed Io.

DEPARTsIENTAL CONTINGEN-
CIES.

MOTION FOR RETURN.
Mr. OLIVER moved for a return of

the Contingencies voted and expentded
Mr. JUNTINOTON.

in each Department of the Gover-
ment, from the lst of July, 1868, to
the close of the last financial vear.
The returns also to show the amjount
expended from July 1st, 187., t l
November of thesame year.

Motion agreed to.

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICIALS

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. OLIVER, in the absence of Mr.
Ross (West Middlesex), moved for a
return of the names and number or
officials in cach Department of the
Government with the salaries payable
on the lst July, 1873, and on the 6th
November of the same year, had the
several Orders in Council thon existing
been carried into effect; also, a simi-
lar return for the Civil Service sala-
ries payable on lst July, 1874, 1875.
and 1876; Return to show what propor-
tion of the increase (if any) was made
under the provisions of the Clivii
Service Act of 1870.

Motion agreed to.

WOOD LAND IN MARQUETTE

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. RYAN moved for a retnrn sho-
ing the quantity of wood lan in tl
county of Marquette, and the iinh
of licenses to eut wood or timber "
the said county, sold or issued by the
Dominion Lands Office in Manitoba.
during the last three years, to person
not being actuaJ settlers. He said, il,
a prairie country, whore coal did not
exist or could not be easily or cheaply
procured, the question of the wood sup-
ply became one of the greatest impor-
tance. Manitoba consisted chiefly or
one vast prairie, within whose limits
no coal existed. The nearest coal had
been discovered in the valley of the
Souris River, near the 49th paraliel O
latitude, between 250 and 300 niles
west of the Red River. They did not
yet know enough about the qualitY of
the lignite or the quantity in which it

existed to speak with certaimty of the
value of the discovery. Between 300
or 400 miles further o the North-West,
however, veins of lignite of good
quality and unusual thickness had bee
discovered on the banks of the Sae
katchewn aidl other rivers of the
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North-West Territories. G4eologists in-
formed them that large tracts of these
territories were underlaid with lignite,
and there was no reason to doubt that,
when means of communication should
be established between those territories
and 3Manitoba, this lignite would supply
not only the North-West Territories
but also the Province with fuel. Until
then, however, for several years, the
Province would have to depend en-
tirely upon wood for fuel. When that
portion of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way from Selkirk to Rat Portage should
have been built, they would tap the
extensive wooded regions lying between
the prairies and Lake Superior, and for
all those portions of the Province upon
the line of the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way, or its connections, the wood ques-
tion would be deprived of much of its
diffliculty. Until then, it seemed that
Lake Winnipeg was the natural source
of wood supply for the town of Winni-
peg and all the Red River valley. The
shores of the lake were in many places
well wooded, as were also the banks of
many of the streams running into the
lake. The water was suffiiently deep
to admit of navigation by schooners,
drawing several feet of water, which
could ascend the Red River-as far as
Selkirk, where the wood could be
transhipped into barges and supplied
to the whole Red River valley. Hither-
to, however, all the wood consumed in
the town of Winnipeg had come, not
from Lake Winnipeg, as it should, but
from the Assiniboine valley. It was
easier to float wood down the Assini-
boine than to convey it in boats against
the current, and, consequently, wood
vas procured more cheaply from the
Assiniboine than from the lake. All
the wood fron the Assiniboine was
found in the county of West Marquette.
Six years ago, there was a sufficient
quantity of wood along the rivers and
streams of West Marquette, if it hiad
been carefully husbanded, to have
answered all the requirements of
settlement for Peveral years to come.
Unfortunately, it had not been lus-
banded. The new settlers and the
natives had been guilty of extrava-
gance, fires had been allowed to waste,
and thousands of cords had gone down
the Assiniboine year after year to
supply Winnipeg and the Red River

valley. The settlere were beginning
to feel the scarcity of wood now. Six
years ago there was no difficulty
in procuring, in West Marquette,
good white Dak timber, forty.and fifty
feet long, squaring ten and twelve
inches. To-day, the settlor had the
greatest difficulty to procure logs of a
sufficient size to build his dwelling.
Nearly all the square or flatted timber
used in the town of Winnipeg had
come from West Marquette. No hon.
gentleman could contradict him when
he asserted the principle that the set-
tiers of the prairies of West Marquette
had the first claims upon the woods of
that county; that it was necessary in
the public interest that these woods
should be devoted, first of all to the
wants of settlement; that, until every
settler had enough wood to build his
humble cottage, to warm his fireside,
to build bis stable and granary, and to
fencu his fields, it was unfair, it was
impolitic and inconsistent with the
public interest, to allow any wood or
timber to be floated down the Assini-
boine out of the county. He did not
refer to this question merely for the
purpose of finding fault, which was a
duty members from bis Province had
frequently to perform. He desired to
suggest a remedy; and he had suffi-
cient confidence in the new Minister of
the Interior to believe that, when,
speaking for the settlers upon the
prairies of West Marquette, he (Mr.
Ryan) made a suggestion, it would
receive from the Government the con-
sideration it deserved. In the fall of
1874, a prairie fire had swept across
thousands of acres of West Marquette
and destroyed thousands of cords of
wood. Two or three recurrences of
such a fire would leave the country
without wood, and seriously enhance
the difficulties of the problem of settle-
mont. Daring the Session of 1875, fol-
lowing the fire, he had directed the
attention of the Government to the
question. In response to bis question
on the floor of the House, the hon. Mr.
Laird had taken, as he (Mr. Ryan)
believed, an untenable position. Mr.
Laird had denied the responsibility of
the Dominion Government as the
guardian of the wood lands of Mani-
toba, and endeavoured to fasten the res-
ponsibility upon the Provincial Gov-
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ernment. To whom did these wood
lands really belong? The fact was
the Provincial Government did not
own an acre of these lands, they were
held by the Dominion Government as
trustees not for the people of Manitoba
alone, but for the people of the whole
Dominion. As such trustees they could
not deny their responsibility, and, if
to-norrow a prairie fire swept across,
and destroyed the woods, the people
of Canada would justly hold the
Dominion Government responsible. He
did not deny that the people of Mani-
toba had a special interest in the pre-
servation of these woods, which special
interest might, if they were able,
prompt them to take special measures
for their preservation. But they were
not able ; the Province was financially
embarrassed, struggling with debt.
Within a year, the House had secn the
Provincial Government suppliants for
an increased subsidy. There were
many legitimate demands upon them
which they were unable to meet.
Moneys were required for roads and
bridges, and schools, strictly appro-
priate demands upon the Provincial
Treasury, which they were unable
to pay. Under the circumstances,
therefore, it was unreasonable to
expect the Province to defray
expenses which were, in the first
place, chargeable to the Dominion.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the chair.

After Recess.

PRIVATE BILLS.

THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were severally
read the third time and passed.

Bill (No. 13) To incorporate the
Dominion of Canada Civil Service Mu-
tual Benefit Association.-(Mr. Wood.)

Bill (No. 17) To extend the ro-
visions of section 56 of the Act 34 ic-
toria, chapter 5, intituled " An Act
relating to Banks and Banking," to
the Bank of British North America.-
(Mr. Fraser.)

Mr. RYAN.

CANADIAN SECURITIES COM-
PANY INCORPORATION

BILL.-[BILL No. 61.)

(Mr. Jetté.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.

CITY MORTGAGE LOAN COM.
PANY BILL.-[BILL No. 58.]

(Mr. Ouimet.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.

NEW BRUNSWICK CRIMINA L
PROCEDURE BILL.-

[BILL No. 38.]

(MIr. Palmer.)

BILL WITIHDRAWN.

Mr. PALMER said his object l:
bringing the Bill before the House was
to point out to the Minister of Justice
what ho considered an evil in t1i
Criminal Law in New Brunswick.
From the information he had becn
able to obtain the same evil applied to
Ontarig and the other Province.
Prior to Confederation, the larges
crimes were tried by the Superio:
Courts alone; but since that time
crimes of the very gravest nature.
capital offences excepted, were tried bI
County Court Judges, who were a
single Judges. The same principle
applied to other parts of Canada.
although at the time he drew up the
Bill, he was under the impression th::
it was peculiar to New Brunswie'-
He had always thought it was a very
hard thing that, just as in the Court (l
the highest jurisdiction, there could be
no appeal from the decision of a County
Court Judge. He had seen no trouble

arise from this, owing to the nanneï
in which the Courts were constitutcd,
and the fact that the Judges alway
gave the prisoner the benefit of the
doubt, both in fact and in law. While,
theoretically, this non-appealing poWe
seemod an enormous jurisdiction,' yet
practically no injury had arisen.
Nevertheless, he had seen, accordiI1g
to his judgment, evils'which arose from
the present system. Of course Count.

Busines.[COMMO.ý'iS.]



Business. 541

court Judges.were very necessary, and,
while they had performed their duties
remarkably well, and he had nothing to
,av against t.hem, still, as a rule, the
!cading men in the profession of the
law were not appointed. Ile would

it to the Minister of Justice
whether this was not a subject worthy
of consideration-as to whether there
Pould not be some appeal from the
decision of these gentlemen, and that,
nstead of leaving it. discretionary on

the part of the County Court Judges
whether they reserved questions of
:nw fbr a Superior Court or not,

should be made compulscry. He
thought the time had come when
the security of feeling in the matter
,hou1d be increasod. He had brought
!forward the Bill as he thought the case
'f New Brunswick was exceptional,

but such not being the fact ho would
ask that the order be discharged.

Mr. BLAKE said he was glad that
his hon. friend had taken that course.
Upon receiving the Bill, he had taken
no steps to investigate the grievances
complained of, because there was no
opportunity of discovering whether
the grievances were real and substan-
tial or not. lie had reached the same
onclusion as the bon. member, namely,

that there was no exceptional legislation
in this respect as to New Brunswick.
He bad not been able to reach any
cOnclusion as to the wisdom of the
proposed change; but, the hon. gentle-
man, who occupied a distinguished
position at the bar in his own Province,
having brought the matter before the
louse, the Government would take

Iome pains to ascertain whether there
were any substantial grievances. In
the absence of such particular griev-
aues, it would be rather a dangerous
thing to alter the law, witk its present
certainty, simplicity and inexpen-
siveness.

Order discharged, and Bill withdrawn.

INSOLVENT ACT REPEAL BILL.

[BILL No. 39.]

(Xr. Palier.)

BILL WITHDRAWN.

' PALMER: The principle of this
1S already settled by the House.

Therefore, I will ask that tie order be
discharged.

Order discharged and Bill withdrawn.

THE COAL INTEREST.
ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming adjourned debate
on the proposed motion ofMr. MacKay
(Cape Breton) " That the petition of
iHenry Mitchell and others, be referred
to a Select Committee," and the motion
of Mr. Cartwright, in amendmeit
thereto, read.

Mr. SPEAKER said ho might as
well state to the louse that any hon.
member wbo spoke against the matter
being referred to a Committee under
the original motion could not be a
member of it if appointed under that
motion. If the amendment was adopt-
ed, however, the case would probablî
be somewhat different. He would ne
pronounce bis judgment in advance.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
ho would have very much preferred to
have had the motion stand in its
original shape; but, inasmuch as ho
considered it advisable to take half a
loaf if ho could not get a whole
one, ho presumed ho would have
4o bow to necessity and accept
what the Government saw fit to grant.
At the same time, he would suggest to
the Minister of Finance the addition of
the following words to the amendment:
" And to inquire into the best means of
promoting inter-provincial trade, with
power to send for persons and papers,
and to report from time to time to
this House." It seemed to him that
this was a very important matter for a
Committee to take into consideration,
and to examine into; if the Minister
of Finance would consent to the addition
he suggested, ho presumed that his
best course would be to assent to the
adoption of the amendment. He did not
feel inclined to let the matter drop. le
must enter his protest against the posi-
tion assumed in this regard by the hon.
members for Halifax and Pictou. The
latter stated tha-no legisliation could be
of any service to the coal trade. The
hon. member .did not appreciate the
position which either the petitioners,
or those who brought the matter
before the House took in this connec-
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tion ; they simply endeavoured to
induce the House either to impose a
duty upon all coal imported from the
United States, or to grant a bounty up-
on all coal exported frc m the Dominion.
Another matter was also submitted.
Those engaged in the coal trade
laboured under exceptional disadvan-
tages. He contended that the state-
ment of the hon. member for Pictou
that this was a fallacy was not borne
out by the facts. On looking at the
tariff, it would be seen that almost
every article which entered into the
working of a coal mine paid 17½. per
cent. duty; and, consequently, the al-
legation that legislation could be of no
service to this industry was incorrect.
In his opinion agreat dealcould be done
by this means to raise this industry
out of its prosent depressed state. If
some of the most expensive articles

se in connection with coal inites,
such as locomotive engines, wire rope,
powder, dynamite, tubing, and a great
many others, were put on the saine
favourable footing with articles whicn
entered into the construction of ships,
and made use of in manufacturing in
the Dominion, then legislation would
go very far towards aneliorating the
condition of this important interest.
The hon. member for Halifax had
taken the same position as the hon.
member for Picton; and to this bon.
gentleman he would return the same
reply. The bon. gentleman was very
much mistaken if ho considered that
the interests of the Province of Nova
Scotia couïd only be subserved by
either placing a duty on coals
imported or a bounty on coals
exported. Remembering the vast
importance of this interest, in
which was invested some 12 millions
of dollars, ho thought that the least
which might have been done by these
hon. gentlemen would have been, at
any rate, to refrain from throwing
cold water on the application made for
the purpose of having the matter re-
ferred to a Committee, to see what
could be done. The hon. member for
Waterloo had given the louse to un-
derstand that it would probably be
impossible for Nova Scotia to send
coal to Ontario. Did the hon. gentle-
man not know that iron ore was sent
many hundreds of miles in the United

Mr. MACKAY.

States by rail to places where cail was
raised from the mines, in order to have
it smelted ; and this was a paying ir
vestinent. Hon. gentlemen sbould als,
remember that, as this sehorne was
practically untried as yet, it was worth
while, at any rate, to consider the que,-
tion seriously and see whother an inter-
change of products could not be made
between the East and the West. This
was a duty, the performance of wehich
this Legislature and its statesmen owed
to the country, and for whici ther
would receive credit throughout th'e
Dorninion, if a, union on paper could
be changed into a union based upn
sound trade principles, and an intei-
change of commodities. He disclaimied
any intention on the part of the people
of Nova Scotia to force On tario to take
their coal. He believed a large trade
eould bc done between these two
Provinces. Ontario had a vast quantitv
of breadstuffs, and man ufiacturied
articles which Nova Scotia had tu
import from the United States, while
Nova Scotia had coal in abundance,
which Ontario required. He thought
that Ontario occupied rather a humili-
ating position in the presence
of the rest of the Dominion.
and of' the United States, wihen
it was considered that the slightest
civil commotion in the latter counl-
try might eut off the supply of s"
necessary an article as coal. The
people and representatives of Ontario
should make provision for such a con'-
tingency. He thought that the Iouse
was to a very large extent alive to the
importance of this question. What-
ever claims the manufacturing and
agricultural interests might have 011
the attention of the House, they paled
before those of the coal interest, as both
the farmer to a certain extent at present
enjoyed a certain amount of excep
tional legislation made in their behalf,
while the tariff, as it had existed ever
since Confederation, bore more heavilY
on the coal than on any other industrY
in the whole Dominion. le begged
leave to ask the House to consent to the
appointment of the Committee to ascer-
tain what could be doue to relieve this
trade from its present depressed state.

Mr. WALLACE (South Norfolk)
said the hon. member for Esse,r had
stated that American coal could be laid
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a-wn in Toronto at $3.50 a ton. He
:lmitted that this was correct, but such
oal came from Ohio and was of very
aferior quality. It was unsuitable for
ouse purposes ; coal suited for these

purposes was worth a great deal more.
fie held in his hand a circular from a
house engaged in the coal trade. He
lound that at Buffalo, Briar Hill coal
No. 1, cost $4.50 instead of $3.50, to be
laid down in Toronto, and No. 2 Briar
Hill, $4,25. These -wore the prices in
June last. In September and Novem-
ber last, the same quality was worth
n Buffialo, $4.25 instead of $3.50 a ton.

Again. hon. gentlemen opposite said it
Was impossible to bring coal from
Nova Scotia to Toronto for 82.50 per
on, although it was shown that such
eontract had been made. It was con

tended that this was an abnormal state
of things. He apprehended that this
was also the case with regard to bring-
ng coal from Cleveland to Toronto

for 90 cents per ton, a rate much
ower than usual. The hon. member

for South Waterloo said that the Oppo-
-ition claimed to be the friends of the
manufacturers, and yet they wanted to
tax manufacturers; that we imported
794,000 tons of coal a year, that it
wVould be necessary to put on a duty
of $1 a ton, and that therefore this tax
wiould amount to nearlv one million of
dollars. But this was not at all
correet. The Opposition did not ask

r a higher duty than those who were
iterested in the coal trade petitioned

for, and this was 50 cents per ton.
The case ought to ho stated and dis-
eussed fairly. Again, such a duty
would not be a tax entirely on manu-
Iacturers, because a large portion of
these 794,000 tons was anthracite coal,
which was not used by manufacturers,
except by those who were engaged in
the furnace business and who used
Lehigh lump for blasting and smelt-
1ing purposes. The hon. member
for Pictou said he was well acquainted
with the shipping interests, and
that it would be impossible to

i'ing coal from Cape Breton to
TolIronto for $2.50 per ton; but, if coal
could be carried from Cape Breton to
PictOu for $1.50 a ton-as bas been
"tated-why could not it be taken tooronto for $2.50. He was further
Inforuned that coal had been brought

from Liverpool to Montreal for $2 a
ton. He saw no reason, under the
circumstances, why it could not be
carried to Toronto for the price mon-
tioned.

Mr. TUPPER said that he consented
to serve on this Committee with a
great deal of pleasure, but, when lie
learned that the Government were
disposed to move an amendment which
would emasculate the Committee as to
their power to do anything of the
slightest value, he had not felt inclined
to do so. The motion of the Minister
of Finance simply threw discredit on
the petition itself, and the duty of the
Committee was confined to ascer-
taining the truth of the allega-
tions contained in the petition.
He proposed, under these circumstan-
ces, to-move in amendment to the
amendment, a resolution, asking for
the appointment of a Select Committee
to enquire into the best mode of pro-
moting inter-provincial trade, and to
report upon the products that might be
profitably interchanged between the
Lake Ports and the Maritime Provin-
ces. This question he considered one
of very great importance, embracing
the objects mentioned in the petition
as well as many others. If the Minis-
ter of Finance, however, would accept
the proposal of the hon. member for
Cape Breton, ho would ho quite satis-
fied, and would be very glad to do the
best in his power to accomplish the
objects which the Committee should be
named to accomplish.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said ho did not
object to the proposition of the hon.
member for Cape Breton.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton) said
his hon. colleague no doubt had very
little confidence in the Goyernment
when he asked for the Committee in
question. He must have less now,
when they refused the Committee first
offered. He regretted very much that
the Government had not deemed it
proper to grant what had been
demanded, and ho believed that, if
this had been done, a report would have
been presented supporting every alle-
gation contained in the petition. It
appeared the Government did not
desire this. He considered the amend-
ment the reverse of complimentary to
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the signers of the petition, who coin-
prised leading mon in the Province of
Nova Scotia. He believed that a large
number of intelligent coal-owners and
commercial gentlemen in Halifax and
other districts ofNova Sceotiahad signed
it, and they knew what they were doing.
It was not at all complimentary, under
the circumstances, that the Government
should ask for an investigation into
the truth of the allegations they had
so made. It was well known that inter-
provincial trade was quite possible,
provided a little assistance was given
in the shape of a duty on American
coal sent into the Dominion. A
writer in the Toronto Monetary
Tines said:

" The argument ui-ed by the Nova Scotia
delegates before the Dominion Board, and
the burden of the meinorials presented to
that body, as well as in the further petitions
largely signed, which are to be laid before
Parliament, was that the imposition of a
duty of fifty cents per ton on American coal
would enable Nova Scotia mines to Eend a
larger quantity of their products into Ontario
and would build up an inter-provincial trade
by lessening the cost of downward freights
on breadstuffs. That, indeed, the coal vessels
coming up would take flour to Cape Breton
more cheaply than the Americans could
supply it from Portland or Boston. It would,
doubtless, be a good thing if, by Luchmeans,
the mines of Cape Breton and Pictou
county, in which it is stated that twelve
millions of dollars are invested, could be
stimulated into a paying activity, while
assisting to develop direct trade with the
wheat fields of Ontario. But a word is per-
tinent as to whether the benefit to the lower
Provinces will equal the disadvantage which
that policy might imply to the portions of
the Dominion bordering upon the Lakes."

It wotld thus be -seon that an
arrangement could be made, with a
smail duty on American coal, that
would be mutually beneficial both to
Ontario and Nova Scotia-that a large
aniount of money now going to the
United States would be kept circulat-
ing in our own country. A writer in
one of the Halitax journale said :

"My second suggestion is that, in order
to have a market within our own Dominion,
and indepeudent of the United States, the
trade of Ontario be secured by Parliament
subsidizing a line of steamers to ply from
Cape Breton and Pictou to Toronto and
Hamilton, or other western cities on the lake
shore. Although the ordinary class of sea-go-
ing steamers cannotgo beyond Montreal, yet it
has been proved that steam propellers of
very large carrying capacity can go through

Mr. MIDONALD.

the canals, and at the same time be able toundertake the sea voyage to Cape Breton. I
think there is not much doubt that with the
proper clais of boat@ this business night be
made to pay; but, as tere is a doubt about
it, I Vhi k Parlianient would not refn!Ie
granting a generous subsidy, and more par.
ticularly as this is a trade that would benefit
Ontario and Nova Scotia exclusively."

lie hoped the Government would
eonsider this suggestion and show that
they had a desire to assist the coal in-
dustry. If the Government would at
once subsidize a line of steamships and
make the experiment, it might ulti-
mately lead to a very large trade. As
he believed the Government did not
intend to take any action in the direc-
tion of imposing a duty on coal, they
might subsidize a steamship line to
promote the coal trade, and at the nex
Session of Parliament they would be
able to report whether the enterprise
had proved advantageous or not. He
would not reply to the statements made
by the hon. members for Pictou and
Halifax, but those hon. gentlemen
would be called upon by their constitu-
ents and answered when they next
went before them at the next election.

Mr. THOMSON (Welland) said the
eastern Provinces had large coal fields
furnished them by nature, and the pro-
position to give protection on coal
seemed an outrage upon the people of
those Provinces. Theyhad fish on one
side and coal on the other, and they
did not need any such protection on
their coal as 50 cents a ton.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he regret-
ted that on a question of se much im-
portance as that under discussion he
was compelled to differ froin the argu-
ment of his bon. friend from Cape
Breton. When the question was before
the House on a former occasion, he
felt it to be his duty, in order to cofln
sider it intelligently, to direct tho
attention of the House to some infor-
mation which gentlemen interestd in
the coal trade had submitted to a Par-
liamentaryCommittee last Session. He
at that time quoted the opinion of a
gentleman who was competent to give
the information, and who, perhape
more than any other mffln Nova
Scotia, had given his time and atten-
tion to the coal interests, and when he
gave evidence before the Committe
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last year, no testimony, it was admitted,
was of so much importance as that of
Mr. Rutherford of Halifax. Mr.
Rutherford stated that the cost of lay-
ing down coal in Toronto was $6.00
per chaldron. When they had the
evidence of another gentleman that
American coal could be laid down in
Toronto for $3.50, it was a self-evident
proposition that, if they were to force
N1ova Scotia coal into Ontario, it could
only be donc by Parliament placing a
duty of $2.50 per ton on American
coal. That was the conclusion at which
ie (Mr. Joncs) had arrived from the
faets, and he thought that was the view
which would be borne out by docu-
ments before the House. The hon.
gentleman who had spoken on the ques-
tion on the other side said that if a duty
was to be placed on coal they must
xpect a similar duty to be imposed on

flour. That was a natural conclusion,
and ho would not ask that a duty
should be placed on coal without admit-
ting that a duty should be placed on
flour. It would be an untenable posi-
tion for any hon. member to occupy,
to ask that the products of his own
Province should be protected by aduty
at the expense of the consumers in
other Provinces, without at the same
time admitting the justice of giviig
protection to the products of those
Provinces taking Nova Scotia coal.
They knew very well that Quebec,
Ontario, Prince Edward Island. and
New Brunswick would bc compelled to
pay a duty on coal for the benefit of
Nova Scotia alone, and b could not
think that such would be a satisfactory
arrangement to those four Provinces,
because it would be for the benefit of
onlIy one Province. He was rebuked
on a previous occasion by the hon mem-
ber for Cumberland-a rebuke which
hle would have felt a severe one if it
had come from any other source-and
he was told that he had abused his
Position in tie House by acting in a
certain direction on a question upon
which his constituents had expressed
a different opinion. He would direct
the Huse to some of the points con-
Mined iu the petition, and he would
ask hon. members if the hon. member
for Curnberland had not abused his
POSition at any time, and whether the
Goivernment with which le was asso-

3.5

ciated had not laid itself open to that
suspicion, if the statements of the
gentlemen who signed the petition
were correct. The petitioners said:

" Your ineniorialists deeply regret that in
consequence of the subject of our coal trade
having been lost sight of by the public,
through the agitation cn the subject having
ceased when the duty was imposed on im-
ported coal, the influence of American
monopolists and of those who sympathize
with them in this country, was sufficient in
the following year to bring about a repeal of
the duty of 50 cents imiposed on imported
coal."

The petitioners declared that the in-
fluence of American monopolists and
those who had sympathy with them
had been sufficiently strong in the
Dominion Parliament to bring about
the repeal of the 50 cents duty im-
posed on American coal. The hon.
member for Cumberland had said on a
previous occasion that it was not bis
action or the action of the Government,
but it would be held as a constitutional
principle, acknowîedged by all parties,
that the Administration of the day was
responsible for the legislation that was
effected under its rule, and, if the hon.
member for Cumberland was opposed
to the policy which the House forced
on lis Government, if he had not
valued lis place more than his prin-
ciples, it was his duty to have retired
from office, taken an independent posi-
tion, and maintained the interests of
bis country in Parliament. Those
were the principles which any states-
man who valued reputation and con-
sistency would have carried out, and
he would not have attempted to shelter
himself behind the excuse that the
policy was forced on them by the
Opposition, vhen the Government of
the day lad a majority in the House.
There was another point from which
that bon. gentleman might perhaps ex-
tract some comfort. The memorialists
having proceeded to point out the dif-
ferent modes by which the interests of
the Dominion would be promoted,
came to this conclusion:

" We therefore ask in the interests, not of
protection, but of tree trade, that ycu request
the Legislature to neutralize this hostile dutv
of 75 cents by giving an equal bounty on aÎl
coal sent to the United States; or else to im
pose a duty of 50 cents on all imported coal.'

It thus appeared that the petitioners
were exactly in accordance with ii
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views.and that they were not seeking an
imposition of duties for protection but
for free trade. So, when the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland accused him of
having abused his position by the stand
he had taken, he would ask that hon.
gentleman to carefully study the peti-
tion before making such a reference.
That hon. gentleman had stated during
the last debate, as well as on previous
occasions, that the action of the Dom-
inion Governiment in imposing a duty
on American coal had forced the
United States into a reduction of their
tariff. The hon. member for Pictou,
during the late discussion, had called
attention to the fact that, while the
National Policy, so called, under which
the duty on coal was repealed, was
passed in March, 1870, the duty in the
United States was not reduced until
1872 from $1.25 to 75 cents per ton. An
exainination of the evidence on the
question showed that the statement
made by the hon. member for Pietou
on the previous occasion was strictly
correct. The report of the Inspector
of Mines and Minerals for Nova Scotia,
in which a statement was given of the
quantity of coal exported to the United
States from 1860 to 1875, showed that
from 1860 to 1865 it was free, from
1866 to 1871 the duty was $1.25, and
from 1872 to the present time was
75 cents. The coal-owners of Nova
Scotia had been under the impression
that the cost of laying down American
coal at the different lake points was
very much larger than it proved to be.
At the present time they believed-
and he gave them the impression from
information gathered last year from a
gentleman who was before the Com-
mittee, and statements then fur-
nished-that the average rice in
Toronto and Hamilton was 4.50. It
appeared, however, that the true
value was only $3.50 in Toronto, about
the same price in Hamilton, and going
west towards Sarnia the value was
reduced to $2.75, $2.50 and $2.00. He
was told that, in Ottawa, Ohio coal was
laid down at $5.30 per ton. If the
petitioners in Nova Scotia, who were
under the impression that the cost of
laying down American coal in Toronto
was $4.50, had been correctly informed
as to the facts, instead of asking for
a duty of 50 cents they would

Mr. JoNES.

have asked for one of 82.00.
He observed the strange position in
which hon. members found themselves
in asking for that protective policy.
The member for Hamilton (Mr. Wood)
thought it was his duty to ascertain
the views of his constituents with
regard to the proposed duty on coal,
and there was no city where protection
principles prevailed to a greater extent.
But the Hamilton manufacturers, who
came to Parliament and asked that the
duty of 17J per cent. on manufactured
articles should be increased, instructed
their representative not to vote for a
duty on coal under any circumstances.
That was only the logical result of the
position occupied by hon. members
when they attempted to argue in favour
of a protective policy. At the last
debate, the right hon. member for
Kingston read a letter published by a
prominent gentleman in Montreal
commenting on the views of the hon.
member for Montreal West, who
styled himself a moderate Protectionist,
and any one following the right
hon. gentleman as he read that
letter would have gathered from
it that the writer was entirely
in accord with Protectionists iD
regard to the duty on coal. They
would have imagined that the writer
of the letter was quite willing that
such a duty should be imposed, even if it
amounted to 75 cents per ton, although
he was interested in a great industry
which used 100,000 tons annuallY.
But the right hon. gentleman did not
inform the House that the industry
with which the writer was connected
was that of steel works at Londonderry,
in the heart of Nova Scotia. Under
such circumstances, if a duty were im-

posed,that gentleman, interestod in that
large industry, would have the benefit
of it at the expense of manufacture"
in other parts of the Dominion- '
the Government consented to impose
such a duty, that gentleman would
afterwards represent to them that he
was one of the largest manufactur-
ers of pig iron, and therefore asked
that a duty should be imposed 0"
that article, which entered largely
into other branches of manufacture.
But there was another point which had
been kept out of view by the hon. gel,-
tleman. While he was willing 8
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Artemus Ward used to say, to sacri-
fice his wife's relations-to sacrifice
every other interest in the country
-so that lie might ultimately
get a duty on iron under the
guise of paying a duty on coal, while
he was willing the duty should apply
to coal, he took care that it should not
apply to bituminous coal. This was
the position assumcd by other bon.
gentlemen; and therefore the gentleman
who wrote the letter strictly confined
hinself to the position that they were
willing to pay 75 cents duty on Amer-
ican coal, because ho had not to pay
one cent himself. It was to him a
source of deep regret that the coal
interests were in their present depress-
ed state; but he could not see that any
legislation, short of the amount ho had
indicated, would be of any benefit to
the coal interests of the Lower Provin-
ces. As a representative from Ncva
Scotia, ho could not ask the House to
impose a duty on coal, unless at the
same time he supported the placing of
duties on other articles produced in
other parts of the Dominion; and that
was a policy which lie could neither
advocate nor defend. Looking at the
subject in that light, lie thought
the coal interests would have to
bide their time. He confessed lie
was not very sanguine about their
future. Whatever chance that industry
had was destroyed when the late G1ov-
,ernment negotiated the Washington
Treaty; and the hon. gentlemen oppo-
site must stand the responsibility with
the people of Nova Scotia of having
struck the most vital blow that could
be inagined against thatgreat interest.
If that interest was languishing or less
prosperous than formerly, it was the
faulIt of the Government which negoti-
ated the treaty, and not of the Govern-
ment which refused to build up a pro-
teCtive policy at the expense of the
people at large.

Mr. CAMPBELL said he was sorry
to hear the views expressed by the
bon. member for Halifax. The argu-
ment that the people of Toronto would
have to pay a duty of $2.50 to enable
the Nova Scotia coal to compote with
the American coal in Ontario lie
thought was scarcely borne out by the
evidence. The petition itself only
a8ked for a duty of 50 cents per ton,

and it was reasonable to think that the
men who drafted that petition knew
what they wore about. The hon. mem-
ber for Halifax had tried to make the
question a political one; it should be
kept entirely free from politics. When
the Provinces entered Confederation, it
was with the intention and object of
forming a country for ourselves. They
supposed that every sectional interest
would be buried for the benefit of the
whole. He could only account for the
sentiments expressed by the hon. mem-
bers for Halifax and Pictou by suppos-
ing that the old sentiment of Annexa-
tionism still dwelt within them. The
hon. gentlemen probably wisbed that
the country should go to wreck, be
sub-divided, and fall into the hands of
our American neighbours. Two years
ago, ho expressed a similar view with
regard to the Government, and the
more lie saw of their policy the more
convinced was lie that he was right.
Coal should be treated with more con-
sideration than other interests. There
were $12,000,000 to $15,000,000 invest-
ed in that industry, and there was a
large class of the community depen-
dent upon it for their support. In
allowing it to fall behind, dangerous
advantage was given to the United
States. What would be the result in
case of trouble with our neighbours,
if the coal was not fostered ? We
would be almost entirely at the mercy
of the Americans in case of war
between them and England. For years
we had been importing immigrants at
a cost of $28 a head, and at the same
time we wero starving the people
brought up in the country, who were
compelled to emigrate to the United
States in order to make a living.
There was no sense in such a policy.
No other industry in the country suf-
fered under the same disadvantages as
the coal industry. If the Government
would only place the mining interest
on the same footing as the shipping,
it would be some advantage; but the
Government showed no disposition
whatever to help the mine owners.
Before Parliament met this Session,
the feeling was general that the Gov-
ernment would do something to relieve
the suffering industries of the country.
But every one had been disappointed.
All the «overnment had done was to
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make a penny-whistle change in the
tariff. The poor man's beer was taxed,
and even the popular beverage, tea, had
a duty put upon it by a Government,
the chief of whom was a teetotaller.
fie could not comprehend this. The
present tariff was a cobbler tariff. It
would raise a revenue, but would not
protect our industries at the same
time. Other industries which ought
to be protected besides coal were those
of fire-brick and lime, for we had
plenty of raw material.

Mr. CARMICHAEL said he rose
to correct a misapprehensioni which
existed with reference to his remarks
the other evening. The bon. member
for South Norfolk stated, as evidence
to prove that coal could be carried
from the Maritime Provinces to
Toronto profitably, that ho (Mr.
Carmichael) had said that he hnd
carried coal from Pictou to Pough-
keepsie for $1.50 per ton. Ie was
afraid he w4V not explicit enough, but
ho did not think that lie had been mis-
apprehended. lis object in making the
statement referred to was to show that
the presont depressed condition of the
coal trade was not caused solely or
mainly by the remission of duty on
coal brought bore fron the. United
States. To prove this, ho said that he
had offered to carry coal from Pictou to
New York for nothing. Following the
same argument, perhaps the hon. gen-
tleman might say it could bo carried
from Sydney to Toronto for nothing.
But that wouild hardly admit of proof.
Ho (Mr. Carmichael) further said that
ho had succeeded latterly in obtaining
some 600 tons of coal to be carried up
the Hudson at $1.50 per ton; but he
did not intend to convey the idea that
it could be donc very profitably, as he
had also offered to do it for nothing
but could not get a cargo. They had
to send a ship of 2,000 tons to New
York, and 500 or 600 tons of ballast
was required. He offered to carry
the cargo free, on condition that
the owner would pay lor the load-
ing and unloading. The hon. member
for Cape Breton had said he would
leave him and the bon. member for
Halifax to their constituents. It
might be that his constituents would
disagree with him, but it mattered not.
He had to act according to what lie

Mr. CAMPBELL.

conceived to bo to the interests of his
constituents, and ho preferred to con-
scientiously perforni his duty than t
maintain a seat in the House. In
regard to the statement of the hon.
member for Victoria that his interest
in coal mining was not very great, it
was truc he had not a large direct
interest, but, in addition to having
some interest, ho lived in the midst f
the Pictou coal fields, and, being inter-
ested in shipping, he was also inter-
ested in coal.

Mr. GOUDGE said he thouglit it
very desirable that the coal interest
should have a hearing as well as other
interests, as it employed a large num-
ber of persons and a great amount of
capital. By the last report, thore were
4,000 men engaged in coal mining.
averaging 136 days in the year. One
of the reasons why the House was
averso to granting a Committee to
enquire into the matter, was the belief
that coal from the Mai itime Provinces
could not possibly bo delivered profita-
bly ut Toronto and other points west.
But gentlemen who ought to know said
this could be done, if Canadian coal
was proporly protected against Ameri-
can coal, and under the circumstances
it would be wise to ascertain who was
right.

Mr. TUPPER said ho desired to draw
attention to the statement made the
other day by the hon. member for Pie-
ton (Mr. Carmichael), to the effect that
the American duty on coal was not
reduced until June or August, 187%2
He was very much suprised at this
statement, as ho remembered distinctly
a discussion which took place in 1871.
in which the statement was made, and
itwas accepted on all sides,that the duty
had already been taken off. It might
be remarked also, that the authority
quoted by the hon. momber for Halifax,
namely, Mr. Rutherford, was second te
none in the Dominion. That gentle-
man was ut one time official Inspector
of Mines in Nova Scotia, and since
that time ho had been employed by
one of the largest companies in n
land as their representative in th
country. His name was signed e
the declaration that the American duty
was reduced immodiately after the
imposition by the Canadian Govern-
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ment of the fifty cents a ton, as was
aiso the name of nearly every mine-
owner in Nova Scotia. On looking at
the debates of the House in 1871, some
remarks on this very question wero
found:

"Mr. Worknan referred to the action
of the Anerican Government in remitting
'be duty on coal, and said it vas absurd to
êuppose that any action of our Goverunment
had influenced thei to do so."

It seemed, then, to be accepted that
tie American duty on coal had been
reduced subsequent to, if not in conse-
quence of, the imposition of a duty by
this House. This being the case, the
reduction must have taken place in
Jiune or August, 1872, the date assigned
bv the hon. member for Pictou. In the
report ho found that lie (Mr. Tupper)
had made some observations:

" Ie (Mr. Tupper) would renind those
who said tiat the tuty on coal in the United
States had not been repealed through the
course pursued by this Governnent, that
although efforts had frequently been made to
rernove the tax, it had not succeeded until
the Canadian Governnent imposed the duty
on coal and four. If the action of the
Anerican Government was not propter hoc,
it was at least post hoc."

From the Congressional Globe, con-
taining the official report of the pro-
eedings of the American Congress, he
found that Mr. Ward, on the 6th June,
1870, introduced a resolution relative
to the matter, and again on the 14th
June there was a discussion as to
decreasing the duty on coal. While he
had not had time to investigate the
question thoroughly, ho was satisfied
that the reduction of the American
duty followed immediately after the
imposition of the Canadian duty.

Mr. MULLS said that discussions on
the bubject might be found both before
and after the dates mentioned by the
hon. member for Cumberland.

Mr. ROBINSON said that, coming
from Ontario, he was not particularly
interested in this question, certainly
not 80 much so as those who repre-
sented Nova Scotia constituencies.
Under any circumstances Ontario could
obtain coal from Pennsylvania and Ohio.
It was, however, for the representatives
of Nova Scotia to consider the fact
that Ontario spent yearly in buying
American coal something over two
millions. It was for his hon. friend

from Halifax to say whether, under
the-se circuimstances, Nova Scotia, by
means of some wise legislation, might
not at all events secure one half of this
sum. The hon. member for Halifax
had quoted Mr. ]Rutherford, who was
undoubtedly a high authority with
respect to mines, but he was not aware
that Mr. Rutherford knew anything
about freights between Nova Scotia
and the West. Certainly it was not
evidence of such knowledge, if he said
that it would cost from $4 to $5 a ton
to convey coal from Sydney or Pictou
to Toronto. His hon. friend from Cape
Breton (Mr. Mackay) had been in
Toronto in August or September last,
and together they had visited soveral
shipowners, and they had received an
offer to take coal from Sydney to To-
ronto for $2,50 per ton, provided a
down cargo could be got. Mr. Dobson,
an intelligent broker of Sydney, was
one of the delegates to the Dominion
Board of Trade, and, this gentleman
having brought the coal question up,
these practical business mon, represent-
ing all the commercial interosts in the
Dominion, had passed a resolution in
favour of the imposition of fifty cents a
ton on coal coming into Canada. This
fact could not be ignored, as the hon.
member for Cumberland had stated; a
gentleman of Toronto had tested the
matter sufficiently three or four years
ago to find out that coal could be pro-
fitably brought from Sydney and Pic-
tou to Toronto or Hamilton. Mr. Dob-
son had also laid the question before
the Toronto Board of Trade, and these
shrewd business men had thought there
was something substantial and encorag-
ing in his representations. Objections
had been urged to the distance, say 800
miles, from Sydney to Ontario, but it
should be recollected that iron was
brought from Lake Superior by rail and
by water, to the magnificent furnaces
of Pittsburg, over 800 miles,
and it was a melancholy con-
sideration to reflect that we bought
this very iron for our Canadian pur-
poses after it had been thus manufac-
tured at Pittsburg, while we in Canada
had better iron at our very doors.
These facts were known in Ontario,
though they seemed to stagger some
gentlemen in Nova Scotia. We had
propellers capable of carrying 3,500 bar-
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rels of flour to Halifax, Pictou and
Sydney, and they could bring back 500
tons ot coal. Say it cost 60 cents per
barrel to send the flour down, and
$2.50 a ton was received for the return
cargo of coal ; this would be a fairly
profitable freight upon which a calcu.
lation could easily be made. He was
strongly in favour of the cultivation of
an inter-provincial trade, instead of
sending our money to the United
States for an article we might, with a
proper protection, keep among our own
people. The soft coal of Nova Scotia,
as to durability, and lighting and heat-
ing qualities, was superior to the Ohio
coal. He had received the following
telegram from a coal dealer :

" Do not let McGregor's statement that
coal can be laid down here (Toronto) at
$3.50 go uncontradicted; poor coal may be
laid down at that, but the best Briar Hill
coal, with which ours must be compared,
costs over $4, and even $4.50 ; also contra-
dict Charlton's statement that Nova Scotia
is inferior coal. It is superior in heating,
in durability, and in cleanlinees, and is out-
and-out a better coal."

Pennsylvania, by rail, supplied the
United States with 72 per cent. of their
coal, and he could not see why a profit-
able inter-provincial trade could not be
done between Ontario and the Maritime
Provinces, in this and in other respects,
particularly as it was all to be done by
water carriage.

Mr. METCALFE said lie was sur-
prised to hear the member for West
Toronto advocate the imposition of a
duty on coal, when the hon. imembers
for Halifax and Pictou stated that the
coal-owners did not want such a duty.
He remembered when 50 cents was
levied per ton on coal in 1870, and
great complaints were made in conse-
quence by the ship-owners of Ontario.
It was not alone on account of the fifty
cents duty, but also on account of the
trouble,annoyance, and expense of land-
ing it in Toronto, and this was consider-
ed equal to fifty cents more. Landing
waiters had also to be appointed, and
loss of time was involved. On the
whole, he believed that a more odious
or objectionable tax to Ontario could
be conceived than a tax on coal, espe-
cially when they considered the fact
that the poor of Toronto found it suffi-
ciently difficult to warm themselves
under the existing condition of things.

Mr. ROBINSON.

Mr. YOUNG said that the hon.
member for East York was in error in
stating that certain hon. gentlemen
had announced to the House that coal-
ownerg did not desire a duty on coal.
The hon. member for Halifax had said
that, on the whole, the adoption of a
protectivo policy would not be in the
interest of Nova Scotia. If it were
true that, by the imposition of a small
duty on American coal, the American
Government, on a former occasion, had
been induced to take the duty off Cana-
dian coal, this would be a point of
considerable importance; and it would
be a most admirable course for the
House to take ; but he was convinced
that the statement to this effect was
entirely inaccurate. He was of opinion
that a retaliatory policy, which had
its advocates, would be a most
dangerous one to pursue. He had
observed that, in another portion of
the building. an hon. member had
given a notice of motion apparently in
favour of a retaliatory policy, but the
agitation of this queition was fraught
with the greatest danger to the people
of Canada, and no man who favoured
such a system could be properly con-
sidered as acting from patriotic motives.
As to the other matter, the facts were
as they had been stated by his hon.
friend from Pictou; the American
Government bail not taken off their
duty, or, rather, lowered it to 75 cents
per ton, until 1872, while our duty on
coal was imposed in 1870, and
in 1871 it was removed. The
first evidence of that which he
would submit was a report of the
Department of Mines for Nova Scotia
for the year 1875, which contained a
statement of the quantity of coal
exported to the United States from
1865 to 1875, with the amount of duty
paid in each case during each of those
years. He found that, in 1871, the
duty was $1.25 upon coal going into
the United States, while, in 1872, the
report stated that the duty was then
75 cents, showing that it was not unti
1872 that the dut was redueed on the
other side ofthe ie. Then again he
held in bis hand a copy of the Statutes
of the United States referring to fiscal
duties. On June 6th, 1872, the Act
chapter 315 was passed, of which he
would read the first two classes:-
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4 On and after the first day of August,
1872, in lien of the duties heretofore imposed
by law on the articles hereinafter enumer-
ated or provided for. imported froin foreign
countries, there shall be levied, collected
and paid the following duties and rates of
duty, that is to say:

" On all slack coal or culm, such as will
pass through a half-inch screen, forty cents
per ton of twenty-eight bushels, eighty
pounds to the bushel.

"On all bituminous coal and shale,
seventy-five cents per ton of twenty-eight
bushels, eighty pounds to the bushel."

That showed most conclusively that,
wherever the hon. member for Cum-
berland obtained his facts, they were
entirely incorrect, and that the state-
ment made by the hon. member for
Pictou was to the letter in accordance
with the facts, viz., that we placed
our duty on coal in 1870, and took it
off in 1871, and that it was not till 1872
that the American Congress lowered
the price of coal there, so that it was
impossible that it could have been
brought about by auy action of ours
two years before.

Mr. TUPPER said that, in the de-
bate, a report of which he had in his
hand, he saw a statement by Sir Alex.
ander Galt that the duty had been
taken off in the United States, so that,
if ho was mistaken, he was not alone
in the mistake.

Mr. KIRK said this was a very
important question, and the Com-
mittee, if appointed, would be a very
important one. He hoped the Govern-
ment and the House would have no
objection to the appointment of the
Committee. le thought the informa-
tion they would obtain would perhaps
demonstrate whether the allegations
inade that coal could be carried from
N0va Scotia to Ontario at a profit were
trie or not. If they reported in the
afirmative, it might induce some ship-
owners to engage in the trade. He
had no objection to placing a duty
for the purpose of revenue on kero-
sene oil, which was produced only in
the Province of Ontario, nor would he
have any objection to placing a duty
on coal for the same purpose; but, when
they were asked to place a duty on
ceai Which would involve a system of
general protection. he must enter his
solemn protest. fie, as a representa-
tive from Nova Scotia, was there to

protest against the imposition of a
policy of protection on this Dominion.
The Province of Nova Scotia was not a
manufacturing Province. They had
very few manufactories there, and
those that were there could exist with-
out protection, or with the protection
they now had of 17f per cent. If
these manufacturers desired protection
at ail, it would not be against the im-
portation of goods fron the United
States, but from Canada. He believed
the manufacturers of Nova Scotia found
Canadians their closest competitors.
They had other industries in Nova
Scotia besides coal industries and man-
ufactures. They had ship-building, a
most important industry, they had
gold-mining, copper-mining and iron-
mining. These, of course, required
protection just as much as the manu-
facturing and coal industries. They
had also another very important in-
dustry which had been lost sight of,
the industry of fishing, of which his
hon. friend the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries knew something. How were
they to protect the fishing industry of
the Maritime Provinces ? They had
the very large industry of lumbering,
and how could that industry be pro-
tected with the others ? The
imposition of increased duties on goods
of any description would be an addi-
tional burden on each and every one of
these industries. The only way then
in which these industries could be pro-
tected at all would be by a system of
bounties-a bounty on every barrel of
fish, every foot of lumber, and every
ton of shipping. le did not think the
louse was prepared for any such

system of protection, and unless they
did this they would be protecting the
manufacturing industries at the expense
of the others. For that reason, as a
representative of the people of Nova
Scotia, he protested against the im-
position of increased taxation.

Mr. SPEAKER said it would be
necessary that the addition to the
amendment, which le understood had
been agreed to, should be proposed by
way of amendment to the amendment.

Mr. DYMOND moved, in amend-
ment to the amendment:

" That the following words be added to the
amendment:-And to inquire into the best
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means of promoting inter-provincial trade,
with power to send for persons, papers and
records."

Amendment to the amendment
agreed to.

Amendment, as amended, agreed to.
Motion, as amended, agreed to as

follows:-
" That the Petition of Henry Mitchell, and

others, be referred to .a Select Committee,
composed of Messrs. MacKay (Cape Breton),
Laurier, McGregor, Flynn, Fraser, Work-
man, Macdonald, (Toronto), Campbell,
Power, Tupper, Appleby, Sinclair and
Dyxnond, to enquire into, and report upon
the allegations as to the state of the Coal
trade, contained in the said Petition, and to
enquire into the best means of promoting
inter-provincial trade, with power to send for
persons, papers, and records."

INSOLVENT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.--[BILL No. 15.]

(fr. White, Renfrew.)

BILL WITHDRAwN.,

Order for second reading read.

Mr. BLAKE suggested the with-
drawal of the Bill. The measure he
had introduced was in the printers'
hands, and ho had made provision to
meet the difficulty.

Order discharged and Bill withdrawn.

PROCEDJRE AND EVIDENCE IN
CRIMINAL CASES BILL.-

[BILL No. 3.]

(Mr. Irving.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 3)
Respecting procedure and evidence in
criminal cases.

(In the Committee.)
Bill ordered to be reported, with

amendments.
fouse resumed.
Bill, as amended, reported.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved:
" That Government business shall have

precedence on Thursdays during the re-
mainder of the Session."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought this movement was prema-

Mr. DYMOND.

turc. They had only been a few weeks
in Session, and there was a great
amount of business on the notice paper,
and a large number of returns moved
for which had not yet been brought
down. le did not think it was proper,
at this stage, to take a day from the
general business of the louse especi-
ally as the Government had so few
measures to dispose of.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was
not a Public or Private Bill on the order
paper,and more motions had been moved
already than at any previous Session
up to this time. Last year, the Thurs-
day was taken some days before this.
It did not interfere with any portion of
the general business. It was the object
of the Government to facilitate all the
business, and he believed that could
best be done by taking this additional
day.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Sessions were far too short for the
good of the country, the good of the
House and the good of the Administra-
tion. It was of importance that the
propositions of the Government should
go to the country, and that the people
should have an opportunity of express-
ing their opinion on them in some way
during the Session. In England, the
Government measures were brought
down during the first few weeks, and
the people had four long months for
discussing them before they passed
into law. Ilere there was no such op-
portunity. He hoped at any rate, his
hon. friend would allow to-morrow to
private members.

Mr. MACKENZIE, after some fUr-
ther discussion, consented.

Motion as amended, agreed to, as foi-
lows:-

Resolved, That Governnient business shall
have precedence after to-morrow, on Thurs-
days, during the remainder of the Session.

IMPROVEMENT IN PRISON
DISCIPLINE BILL.-

[BILL No. 55.]

(Mr. Blake.)
THIRD READING.

The louse reaolved itself into CoM'
mittee of the Whole to consider Bill
(No. 55) To make provision for Im-
provements in Prison Discipline.
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(In the Committee.)

Bill ordered to be reported.
H oue resumed.
Bill reported, read the third time and

*assed.

rAMdLING PRACTICES PREVEN-
TION BILL.-[BILL No. 56.]

(Mr. Blake.)

cONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

louse resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 56)
For the prevention of gambling prac-
tiees in certain public conveyances.

(In the Committee.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he wished the hon. gentleman would
insert a clause prohibiting pools on
races and pools on elections. There
vas more bribery through pools at

elections than through any other mode
of gambling.

Mr. BUNSTER said the miners of
British Columbia must have something
to amuse themselves with, and there-
fore he would ask that the Act should
not apply to British Columbia. The
imners travelled a groat deal on steam-
boats, and had to wile away the hours
somehow. The miners were the bone
and sinew of the country,and delivered
vast .wealth from the bowels of the
earth. le did not want to see such
arbitrary laws placed on the Statute-
book. They did not all want to be
parsons, but they wanted to be free
mnen, with liberty to play a game of
cards or drink a glass of beer if they
desired. If people in other parts of
the Dominion wanted these laws they
could have them, but that was no rea-
SOn whv they should be forced down
the throats of British Columbians. Sir
James Douglas, one of the best of
(overnors, said: " Let the boys enjoy
theiselves," and this was the correct
Principle. He doubted very much
whether the Dominion had the right
tO interfere with the Province in these
mrIatters. The Bill was paltry and
Wo1ld need a large force to maintainits operation. Fancy a regiment of

ilitia being sent ont to British
Columbia because the miners played a
respectable game of cards.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) : A telegram
states that two English regiments are
going out to British Columbia.

Mr. BUNSTER: What for?
Mr. JONES: I do not know.
Mr. BUNSTER said ho knew, but

the people of British Columbia did not
care for two or three regiments, for
they were independent and fearless. If
the law did not suit them, they would
resist it. The law would be unjust and
unkind. He had now and thon indulg-
ed in a game of cards, and would again,
even in defiance of the law.

Some HON. ME MBERS : Order.
Mr. BIUNSTER claimed the righ t, as

a member of the House, to express his
opinion freely.

Mr. BLAKE said he could not adopt
any special rule for British Columbia,
but whether there was any necessity
to apply the law to steamboats or not
he did not know, although at present it
was not intended. le understood that at
present it would not apply to British
Columbia, as there were no railways
there.

Mr. BUNSTER said the hon. the
Minister of Justice was, as usual, mak-
ing a farce of the Canadian Pacifie
Railway. But, without the Pacifie
Railway, British Columbia would be
of no use to the Dominion.

Mr. DYMOND : Do not say it is of
no use to the Dominion.

Mr. BUNSTER said at the pro.per
time ho would answer the hon. member.
At present ho was answering the Min-
ister of Justice. Ho hadi not lost
confidence in the road being built.
If this Government did not build it,
some other Government would. It
might break twenty Governments;
yet, nevertheless, the advanced opinion
of young and intelligent Canadians
would, in spite of old fogyism, insist
upon the road boing built.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) sug-
gested that the words, " Unless ho eau
disprove the presumption," should be
added to the first clause. It miht
often occur that persons might play
cards for a trifle quite innocently, and
yet, according to the law, they would
be criminals and liable to be placed in
solitary confinement.
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Mr. BLAKE said he would consider
the suggestion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
gambling in public conveyances was a
great evil; still, it was possible for a
Bill to be too strict. He had often
noticed, in travelling on the Gulf, very
respectable people playing cards, evi-
dently for a small sum.

Mr. CAMERON said it often hap-
pened that gentlemen, when on a long
railway journey, engaged in a game of
cards, and just to give a vim to the
game a stake of perhaps $1 was put
up. le thought the intention of
cheating ought to be proved. How-
ever. ho thought the whole matter was
a difficult one.

Mr. BLAKE said it would be better
for a few gentlemen in travelling to
forego the pleasure of playing even for
81 or twenty-five cents, than that the
evil of gambling should not be put
down.

On Section 3,
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said

he thought the conductor ought to be
the only person authorized to arrest
any one found gambling on the train.
The duty should not be left to subordi-
nates.

Mr. BLAKE said it was necessary
that brakesmen and other assistants
should have the power of ar'resting, as
sometimes card-sharpers worked in
gangs.

Bill ordered to be reported.
-House resumed.
Bill reported.

THE NORTHERN RAILWAY
COMMITTEE.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he thought
it would be convenient to strike the
Committee appointed to enquire into
the Northern Railway Company's
affairs to-morrow.

Mr. TUPPER said formal notice was
given last year under similar circum-
stances, of such intentions.

Mr. BLAKE said he did not remem-
ber that this was the case.

Mr. SPEAKER said he was infor-
med that, in the case referred to last
Session, notice was given that the Com-
mittee should be struck by the louse.

Mr. MACKAY.

Mr. BLAKE said it was obvious
under these circumstances, that the
House must strike the Committee.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sug-gested that, particularly as the hon.
member for West Toronto was not in
his seat, it was advisable to give notice
of the intention to appoint the Com-
mitttee.

Mr. MACKENZIE announced that
on Friday the House would be asked
to strike the Committee.

House ad ourned at
Iifleen minutes after

Eleven o'clock.

HIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 8th March, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Threc
o'clock.

THE PENSIONERS OF 1812-15.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

Mr. VAIL, in presenting a return
regarding the pensioners of 1812-15.
stated that he had received a very large
number of petitions-but from whom
he was not aware-signed by a great
number of persons, praying that
amounts equal to the sums granted by
the British Government to pensioners,
be given to the pensioners of 1812-15.
He took this opportunity ofsaying that
it was quite impossible to appropriate
for this purpose a larger sum than the
$50,000 which had been voted by
Parliamernt.

PROTESTANT INDIANS AND THE
SEMINARY OF MONTREAL.

QUESTION.
Mr. BOWELL asked whether the

arrangement mentioned by the ion.
D. Laird, in reply to a complaint by
the Aborigines Protection Society, ""
the subject of the "alleged infrige-
ment of the land rights of certain Pro.
testant Indians by the SeminaY of
Montreal," by which it was agreed t
pay outof the Indian Funds the cost of
certain litigation in respect of sa
rights, was still in force in respect ot
the litigation now proceeding in the
Courts between said Indifins and said
Seminary of Montreal.
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Mr. BLAKE: It is impossible to
answer this question with any cer-
tainty, because the Governmont has no
information except what is derived
from the public prints, regarding the
litigation between these Indians and
the Seminary. The only suit that was
authorized, insomuch that it was agreed
that the expenses of counsel on their
behalf should be paid out of the Indian
Fund, is still proce4ding, I believe.
In this case it is alleged that a judg-
ment was obtained by some slip or
other, and it is announced in the news-
papers that this is still going on, the
intention being to secure the cancella-
tion of that judgment. This agree-
ment-as to the payment of counsel-
has not been cancelled, and if that
be the litigation to which the hon.
gentleman refers, of course this
arrangement remains in force; but, if
the hon. gentleman refers to any other
litigation, no other arrangement bas
been made.

WOOD-LAND IN MARQUETTE.
DEBATE RESUMED.

Order for the further consideration
of the proposed motion of Mr. Ryan
for a return showing the quantity of
wood-land in the county of Marquette,
read.

Mr. RYAN said that, when the con-
sideration of the motion was adjourned
last evening, he was endeavouring to
show the great necessity of some stops
being taken to protect the woods of
West Marquette, and that the respon-
sibility of taking those stops rested
with the Dominion Government, and
he was about to suggest what seemed
to him best to be done in the matter.
Al those acquainted with the Province
knew that the woods extended along
the banks of rivers and streams, some-
times for miles, in belts varying from
oe hundred yards to one or two miles
a depth. If those belts were cut
across where they were narrowest, it
Would do much to prevent the exten-s'on Of the fires and would afford a
vantage ground upon which to fight
themi. If, in addition to this, eight or
ton labouring men were employedfor a Couple of months eac all
"hen the prairie grass was dry and
iren most frequently and dangerously

occurred, an amount of security
against damage by fire would be
obtained much more than commen-
surate with the trifling cost
which would have to be incurred.
If, moreover, the Government would
establish the principle that under no.
circumstances should an acre of wood-
land in West Marquette b sold, or a
license to cut one single tree be granted
except to actual settlers in the county,
and for the purposes of settlement only,
then ho thought they would make a
very great advance in the right direc-
tion. The adoption of those two sug-
gestions would, in his opinion, make,
the woods go much further and last
much longer than they were at present
likely to do. He did not pretend that
any management could make the woods
adequate for all the purposes of settle-
ment; a time was close at hand when
the scarcity of timber would press bard
upon the settlers; at best, that time
could only be postponed. In connection,
with that question, he desired to call
the attention of the hon. the Minister-
of the Interior to the case of one Cap-
tain MeMillen, who, two years ago, was
,permitted to buy 320 acres, a half-sec-
tion, of wood-land which he (Mr. Ryan)
would not besitate to assert was as
valuable as any half-section of wood-
land in the Province of Manitoba. It
was situated in the heart of West Mar-
quette, near the Assiniboine River, in
a place where it was particularly valu-
able to settlers. Captain McMillen
had been allowed to buy it at one dol-
lar per acre when it was well worth
ten dollars per acre; ho had been
allowed to buy enough wood-land to.
supply fifteen or twenty settlers with
all the wood and timber they would
require, at a time when Government
were actually refusing to sell a single-
wood-lot of twenty acres to any actual
settler in the county unless ho belonged
to that class of actual settlers known
as homesteaders. Captain McMillen
bought under the pretence that ho in-
tonded to establish a tannery. Pre-
tence was a pretty strong word, but he
believed the circumstances justified its
use, because, in the' first place, al-
though two years had elapsed, no
tannery had been built or even corn-
menced; and, in the second place, if a
tannery had been actually intended, the-
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land chosen would natutrally have been
oak land, as oak bark was used for
tanning, and poplar bark was for
such purpose worthless, and the land
chosen and bought was the best poplar
land in the Province, almost without
a sti k of oak, when oak land
could have been easily procured. As
the sale was made upon the condition
that a tannery was to be built, if the
public interest had been guarded with
sufficient care, a clause must have been
inserted in the patent avoiding the
sale if the conditions were not fulfilled.
Ie earnestly requested the attention

of the hon. the Minister of the Interior
to the matter, for the public interests
urgently demanded the cancelling of
the patent. lé regretted that the
hon. the Minister of Militia was not in
his place, but he supposed that what
was said would reach him through the
Jiansard, if not otherwise. Two years
ago a company of the troops stationed
at Winnipeg were sent up the Assini-
boine to cut fuel. Swinging an axe
might be a very good military exercise;
attacking a forest might be a very good
preparatory exercise for attacking an
enemy; so far as he was concerned ho
had no objection to the troops indulg-
ing in this military exercise; but, in
the name of his constituents, he did
most empbatically protest against the
sending of troops into West Marquette
to eut wood that was absolutely re-
quired for the purposes of settlement.
He could not repeat too often that
there was not sufficient wood in West
Marquette for the settlers themselves,
and they had the best claim to it. If
it was desirable to send the troops to
-cut fuel, let them. be sent to Lake
Winnipeg, where thewood could be
spared. If the Government did not
wish to send them there, and wished to
send them west, they ought to be sent
as far as the Riding Mountains, where
the timber would not be wanted for
settlement at once; but he doubted the
advisability of sending them even
there, as none of the land west of Win-
nipeg had sufficient wood on it. The
latest news of interest from Win-
nipeg was that Mr. Whitehead had re-
ceived a contract for 50,000 railroad
ties. He was delighted, as was every
citizen of Manitoba, to learn that ties
were being got out, because it

Mr. RYAN.

looked as if business were reaIly
meant in the matter of railroads;
but there vas one phase of the
question that was not quite so agree.
able. Those ties were bein- got out
south-west of Lake Manitoba. 1,
would be remembered that, when the
comparative merits of both routes of
the Canada Pacifie were being discu.s
ed in the House, the one crossinga:
the narrows, and the other running
south of the lake, it was urged in favour
of the nortbern route that it vas weP
timbered. The fact that those ties
were proposed to be got out on the
southern route was a striking commen-
tary upon the argument in favour ot
the northern one. He was glad to
know that the ties were to be got out,
but ho protested against their being
taken from the country south or south-
west of Lake Manitoba, as the timber
could not be spared. In conclusion, he
wished to call the attention of the hon.
the Minister of the Interior to a defect
in- the departmental regulations re-
specting the sale of wood-land. A few
days before leaving to attend the
Session of the House, a number of his
constituents had called upon him, and
complained that they were not allowed
to buy any wood-land. They were re-
spectable farmers residing near Portage
La Prairie; several of them had been re-
siding there for five or six years. They
had large farms, some of them hav'Ifg
as many as one hundred acres cropped
their farms were prairie land and abso-
lutely without timber. In order that
there might be no mistake in the mat-
ter he accompanied them to the Branch
Office of Dominion Lands at Portage
La Prairie. Mr. Mills, the ofileer in
charge, informed him that his instrue
tions did not permit him to sell Wood
lots except to persons having home-
steads. While he contended that
wood-land should be only sold to actual
settlers, and for the purposes Of aptual
settlement only, he thoughtit extreme-
ly unfair to discriminate between er-
sons having homesteads and other
actuai settiers who had no wood upon
their lands. Whon a man was bond
ßde an actual settler, cultivating
and residing upon land bough
from the Government, which îand
was without wood, it seemed very
strange that the departmental
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regulations should say to him: "l It is
:rue you are an actual settler and have
made extensive improvements; it is
true you require wood and must have

for fencing, for fuel and for building;
it is true you have no wood on your land;
but, inasmuch as you paid the Govern-
ment for your land and did not get a
free grant of it, we will not sell you a
wood-lot; they are only to be sold to
persons having homesteads." He would
request the hon. the Minister of the
Interior to have the matter set right,
and the instructions to the land agent
rectified.

Mr. MILLS said the subject had
attracted his attention, and he had
written to the land officer at
Winnipeg for what information
le possessed on the subject. There

was a good deal in the observa-
tions of th e hon. member for Marquette
in reference to the distribution of lands,
and he would give the subject the
fallest possible consideration as soon as
le could find time to devote to it.

Mr. RYAN said lie wished to make
one more remark in connection with
the subject. He saw by the last report
from Winnipeg that Mr. Whitehead,
one of the contractors, had given a
'ontract to a gentleman residing in his
county to eut out 50,000 railroad tics.
He was as delighted as any other
ultizen of Manitoba to see they were
likely to get a railroad; but there was
another part of the news which was
not so satisfactory-the ties were to
be cut out in -West Marquette. When
the subject of the routes was under
discussion, the advantago urged in
favour of that running north was that
the Wood-land was largely in excess of
that of the southern route. That was
quite truc, and he hoped the lion. the
Minister of the Interior would give this
'flatter his attention. It would be aserious matter if 50,000 tics were taken
Out of his county.

Motion agreed to.

ELECTION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL. -[BILL No. 47.]

(Mr. Richard.)

sECOND READING.

, .RICHARD said his object was
'o amend section 19, which provided

that everv candidate should deposit.
$50 in thehands of the Returning Offi-
cer to be applied to election expenses.
Hie thought that section gave too great
facility to persons to become candi-
dates, and that it gave rise to sham
candidature and other abuses. It was
all very well to make it easy for the
poor man to become a candidate at an
election, but lie thought they should
guard against abuses which might re-
sult from it. By the abolition of the pro-
perty qualification and simply requir-
ing this deposit, almost any one could
run at an election. The result would
be that, instead oftwo men supposed to
possess the confidence of their parties.
becoming candidates, several might
run merely on personal or local
grounds. If such a practice should
prevail to any extent, the result would
be to lower the standard of represen-
tation in the House. Their position in
Que bec was different to that in Ontario.
In that Province there were Reform and
Conservative Associations who nomin-
ated the candidates, who were the only
persons likely to run at the election.
In Quebec there was no such system,
and all attempts at establishing
it had failed. It was desirable,
under our form of Government,
that every election should be the test
of confidence in the Government; but,
if opportunity was afforded several
persons instead of representatives
of the two parties to run, there
would be danger of the ability of the
Government being lost sight of, and
purely personal or local questions
made the issue. The Bill raised the
deposit to $200. As under the existing
law, $50 would bc devoted to election
expenses, and the remainder would be.
returned to the successful candidate,
and to all other candidates having at
least half the number of votes of the
successful one. This provision would
make very little difference to a bond
fide candidate; ho would only disburse
$150 more than at prosent, which would
be returned in the course of a few
weeks. But, while not interforing with
genuine candidates, the effect of the
amendment would be to make the bogus
candidates pause and reflect before;
running. He did not think the Bill
would meet with any opposition; at
any rate, the hon. the Finance Minister
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would not object to it, as its operation
would probably send a few thousand
dollars into the Treasury.

Mr. BLANCHET said he bad list-
-ened with a great deal of attention to
the remarks of the hon. member for
Megantic, but he was unable to discover
any reason for the adoption of the Bill.
He was astonishod at his hon. friend,
who was an advanced Liberal, bringing
in a Bill to limit the choice of the
people. The Bill was a retrograde
instead of a progressive measure. In-
stead of raising the deposit lie thought
it shonld be abolished altogether, and
that the Government should bear the
.expenses of carrying on elections. He
would inove that trie Bill be read a
second time this day threo months.

Mr. CAMERON said he agreed with
the hon. member for Bellechasse that
there was no necessity for the Bill. If
a pecuniary deposit was required at
all, $50 was certainly sufficient. He
did not know there were so many
bogus candidates as to render such
legislation requisite. When they found
that throughout the Dominion, men,
without any bond fide expectation or
possibility of being elected, became
candidates at elections, it might be
necessary to attach this safeguard to
the law. But he was not aware that
the practice was ut all general. The
Bill was contrary to the principle of
the law which provided that no candi-
<late should be required to have a
rrperty qualification. Surely a man
might become a candidate without
such a paltry security as the deposit of
8150. If a man received less than half
the u nber of votes of lis opponent, it
was tio proof that ho was not a bond
lide candidate.

Mr. LAURIER said he was as-
tonished that a good Conservative
like the hon. member for Bellechasse,
should take so much interest in the
rights of the people. The hon. gentle-
man should remember, however, that
liberty was to be kept within certain
bounds. But ho did not think thatthe
Bill under consideration was any inva-
sion of the rights of the people. He
saw no reason for the hon. member
for Bellechasso taking the course he
had. le (Mr. Laurier) was not pre-

Mr. RICHARD.

pared to say that he would vote for the
Bill, but it was a proposition which
deserved consideration, and to shut it
out from the Ilouse noW would be
premature. The better and mole
logical course to pursue was to allow
the second reading, anâ have the Bill
referred to Committee. If ho thonght
necessary on further consideration, the
hon. member for BellOchasse coýld
make bis motion when the Bill came
up for the third reading.

Mr. 1BLAKE said ho had hoped
it would not be proposed to dispose of
the Bill in the way proposed by the
Ion. member for Bellechasse, inasmuch
as it was his intention to suggest that
the order should be discharged. He
thought it should be laid down as a
general principle that all amendmenti
of the electoral law should be conducted
under the immediate and direct respon-
sibility of the Government of the day.
1e did not wish to convey that it was
improper, or anything else but com-
mendable, for private members to bring
forward any amendment for the purpose
of preliminary discussion, or, it might
be, to take a vote; but the final elabor-
ation of those amendments would be
more conveniently managed under the
responsibility of the Government and
in a general Bill. It was not the in-
tention of the Government to introduce
any such measure this Session, but he
would suggest that the motions of the
hon. members &r Megantie and Belle-
chasse should be witbdrawn, and the
order discharged, with the view of the
question being considered by the Go"-
ernment during recess, and dealt with
i n a general measure at the next Session.
If no such proposition was then intrO-
duced, it would be quite.competent for
the hon. member for Megantic to move
and take the sense of the louse on his
amendment.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD Kflid
he would oppose increasing the deposit
from $50 to $200. He thought th
experience of the last election hhe
shown that the requirements of the
$50 deposit had been amply sufficient
to stop the nomination of bogus candi
dates, who were proposed sinplY for
the purpose of making a speeh or
annoying their opponents.

Amendment Bill.[ COMMONS. ]
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Mr. BLAKE: The hon. gentleman

perhaps forgets that the last election
was not held under that law.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he paid his $50 deposit nevertheless.
ie was very glad to hear the hon.

the Minister of Justice say that the
Gioverniment would assume the respon-
sibilities of the question, as well as of
other questions connected with the
General Election Law of the country;
and it had been suggested, and perhaps
intimated, that the Government would
next Session bring down a Bill on the
subject. Under the circumstances, he
thought the suggestion of the hon. the
Minister of Justice should be adopted,
and the Bill and the amendment with-
drawn.

Mr. CURRIER said ho objected to the
solemn declaration of the hon. mem-
ber for Drummond and Arthabaska
that the Reform party did not seek to
deprive the people of their rights in
any manner. It was only last night
that the hon. member for Vancouver
had pointed out how the Government
sought to interfere with the liberty of
the subject in making a game of
euchre an offence. He thought bis
hon. friend who proposed that the de-
posit bo $200 had made a mistake, as
every one ought to have the liberty of
becoming a candidate for election to
this House, without any deposit at all.
Tne proposal to make the deposit $200
was a retrograde movement.

Mr. BLANCHET said it would not
only interfere with the rights of the
people, but with the rights of the Gov-
ernment. If the Bill were withdrawn,
he would withdraw his amendment.

Mr. RICHARD said, although bis
opinions had not been altered by what
had been said, yet, as the hon. the
Minister of Justice had intimated that
he would introduce amendments to the
Election Law next Session, he would
withdraw bis Bill.

Amendment, with leave of the Hlouse,withdrawn.
Order discharged, and Bill withdrawn.

QUEBEC GAVING DOCK.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming the adjourned
debate on Mr. Blanchet's proposed

motion for a copy of the reports of
Engineers, and other documents re-
lating to the proposed Graving-dock at
Quebec, read.

Mr. ROULEAU said ho was greatly
astonished when ho hoard the Premier,
a few days previously, accuse the hon.
member forBellechasse and certain ofhis
friends, with having treated this ques-
tion from a local and too narrow
point of view. The First Minister had
stated that these bon. gentlemen would
not settle the matter; that no decision
would be made until ail the engineers'
reports were fully completed, and
that these hon. gentlemen deceived
themselves greatly if they thought they
could carry off this enterprise. He was
the more astonished owing to the fact
that hon. gentlemen on that side of the
House had not made any charge in this
regard against the Ministry. In sup-
port of this assertion, it was only noces-
qary to refer to RHansard of last year.
It would be there seen, no doubt, that
the hon. member for Bellechasse with
his well-known talent, had represented
the advantages presented in this rela-
tion by the South Shore, and the
objections to the North Shore site;
but ho contended that hon. gentlemen
were fully justified in taking such a
course. Though representing the
whole Dominion, and though bound to
regard the general interest, yet it was
necessary that members acquainted
with the localities in question should
inform other hon.members of the reason
why these localities should be selected
for public improvements. Therefore,
they should not be charged with treat-
ing these matters froin local points of
view. In this instance, members who
supported the South Shore project
were sustained by all the engineers'
reports presented up to the present
time, and even by the majority
of the deliberating body, whose
sympathies were naturally opposed to
the action they had considered their
duty to recommend. This was at least
sufficient to give hon. gentlemen the
benefit of the doubt as to the irre-
proachable intentions with which they
were aniinated. They perfectly
agreed with the Premier that the site
of the Graving-dock should be chosen
on the advice ofprofessional men. The
members of the left, advocates of the
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south shore, unfortunately of little in-
fluence with the Ministry, were above
all interested in having this question
decided on its intrinsic morits, and not
according to the weight of influence
which might be brouglit to bear upon
the Cabinet, and which would be
opposed to the interests of Levis.
They desired the dock to placed
in the least costly and the most
advantageous position. All direct-
ly interested in the affair had a
right to express surprise on ac-
count of the fact that they saw no
progress being made. Orer four years
ago it was docided to build a Gravrng-
dock in the harbour of Quebec, and the
Harbour Commissioners had taken steps
to procure the necessary funds. This
was usually a thorny question, but this
case was an exception to the rule. The
Government had agreed to advance a
certain sum towards the object, on
condition that they would have the
privilege of controlling the choice of the
site -He saw no harm in this, as the
Dominion was interested in the mat
ter, but the Government should have
reached a conclusion before to-day.
Certainly the citizens of Quebec
were badly treated by this de-
lay-especially those who had
taken the trouble to secure the
election of one of the most influen-
tial members of the Administration
whose experience with reference to
the public works of the country was a
guarantee that a!l would be fôr the
best, and that expedition would be
shown. Many of the Conservative
clectors of' Quebec Centre had volun-
tarily sacrificed their political convic-
tions in order to promote the material
interests of thoir city; and these must
have been greatly disappointed in the
inaction of the Ministry. It seemed
to him that the President of the Coun-
cil, whobe departmont did not require
much ofhis time, should have made use
of bis so-greatly-wanted enorgy and of
his experience, which went back one-
third of a century, in order to hasten
the execution of an undertaking in
which his constituents were so
directly interested. Either the lion.
gentleman's influence was itliuing,
or bis will was being enfeebled;
and they would believe him no
longer when he repeated what ho

Mr. ROULEAU.

had said some ionths ago :-" A man
who bas been thirty-two years in Pa
liament, who bas encountered the
strongest adversaries that could be
opposed to him, who had been betrayed
by bis own friends, and whon suecess
had nevertheless always erowned, could
accomplish many things." Sonc-
thought that the amount advanced b-
the Government should have been
given andthis seemed proper, as the
dock would be built for the generai
bentfit of the country; but in any
oven t, if Quebec was obliged to pay for
all ie received, this ought to be an ad-
ditional reason to prevent delay in this
respect. He who paid,should be well and
timely served. As this had not been done.
complaints were natural. He did not
doubt that the President of the Council
would take the same course if he was
a private member. The lion. member
for the county of Lévis, who was
sessed of a warm temperament, had
nevertheless restrained himself regard-
ing this question, which had a special
interest for his constituents. Not con-
tent with mere moderation, the hon.
gentleman bad given them advice last
year with roference to this subject. Fear-
ing that, if imprudent zoal wero shown
on the part of members of the Oppos-
ition, the great influence lie enjoyed
with those who were in a position
to affect the interests of the town o
Lévis might be injured, the hon-
gentleman had urged that I it was not
politie to endeavor to embarrass the
Ministers, in whom ho had fuili
confidence, and who would bc
obliged to render a decision so m111
portant to the country in general, ani
to his constituents in particular." He
asked this lion. gentleman whether
they had not followed his advice; waS
it possible for them to have been more
moderate ? le believed that, if the hon.
member had shown more energy. the
state of affairs would now be more
satisfactory. A year bad passed silce
the Government engineers had visited
the sites, and still they were told thlt
the plans were not yet sufficiently Com1-
plete to .Iustify a detinite decision. The
hon. geutleman should not be surpri'e
if his constituents exacted a more de-
cided course on his part. He had beiud
f rom the hon, the Premier that, accorte

ing to prescrit information, it appeared
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that the south shore was the best adapt-
cd for the building of the dock,
though the Quebec site was preferable
from a commercial point of view. The
hon, gentleman should, consequently,
show the Huse and the Government,
of which ho was one of the most faith-
ful supporters, that ho ropresented one
of the finest counties in the Dominion,
and that the town of Levis, which was
the terminus of the Intercolonial Rail-
way, and in which terminated another
not less important line, would, in a few
years, be the equal of Quebec, even from
a commercial point of view. The hon.
gentleman's friends believed that ho
would be successful if ho displayed the
requisite energy and determination.
If the dock was not built at Levis, the
hon. gentleman knew well that his
constituents would not be content with
the accusation that the Conservative
Party had made political capital
out of the question; especially as
bis constituents knew that exactly
the contrary was the case.
The political capital had been made by
the Liberal Party and against the inter-
ests of Lévis. The Liberals had com-
menced the agitation in this regard not
only in the Federal but also in the Local
elections. He did not believe that his
hon. friend could charge the Conser-
vatives a second time with having made
political capital out of this question ; to
(o so required the consummate exper-
lence of the President of the Council.
In the elections of 1875, Mr. Shehyn
sOught election in Quebec East, and had
been aided by the influence of the Dom-
inion Government with reference to
improvenients then projected. The
President of the Council assisted this
gentleman, both in his paper and on the
platflorm. All the organs ofthe Liberal
Party had followed a si milar course.
'Ihe Evenement of the 9th June, 1875,
stated, in its report of a meeting
held on the 8th June in Mr. Shehyn's
Interest: "Mr. Shehyn said in his
speech that he came out particularly
Lo advance public undertakings in theety of Quebec. He attributed delays
inl their execution to the hostility of
Conservati- es, and above all, of theLocal Government against the Federal
Government. lie hoped that no delay
would be shown in beginning these

orks." The Evenement stated that
36

Mr. Cauchon, who succeedod Mr.
Shohyn, "spoke in the same sense,
repeated the promises made by the
candidate of his chce, and assured
the electors that a municipal represen-
tative of St. ]Roch would be placed on
the Harbour Commission." The Journal
stated in its report of this meet-
ing: " Mr. Cauchon spoke in his turn,
and made some practical observations
on the situation "-the hon. gentleman
was always eminently practical-" and
the desirability of electing men of busi-
ness, who had a material interest in the
city." As his candidate was reproachod
with not being a resident of the Divi
sion ho said: " It is not residents who
have assured for Quebec the construe-
tiot of the Graving-dock and other
docks." In the Evenement of the 12th
June, 1875, in a report of a meeting
held on the 11th of June, it was stated:
"Some one in the crowd having said
that they must have the North Shore
Railway, Mr. Cauchon said that
they must have both the North Shore
Railway and the Graving-dock. He
informed the electors that Mr. Shehyn
would be one of the mem bers of the
Harbour Board." According to the
law these Commissioners must choose
the site of the Graving-dock. The
Evenement of the 15Wh June stated:
" The Harbour Board having voted
$5,000 for the best plans," the
Journal de Quebec said: "That this
was only a matter of form. and
that they wished to give the first prize
to Messrs. Kimball & Morris." It ask-
ed at the same time if it was not true
that $2,000 had already been given for
a Graving-dock which would certainly
never be built. It said that it had
seen other plans besides those of Messrs.
Kimball & Morris, which were pre-
ferable. It was then known that the
plans of Messrs. Kimball & Morris
were in favour of Levis. The Journal
of the 16th June stated that the prize
for the best plans had been awarded
Messrs. Kimball & Morris, but that
this was of no consequence as the
approbation of the Government must
be obtained. He (Mr. Rouleau) be-
lieved ho had clearly shown that
the opinon of the Prosident of the
Council was thon clearly in favour of
Quebec in this regard. Let them now
see what the hon. gentleman had done
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after his accession to a seat in the
Cabinet. The following questions
were put the hon. genleman by the
electors, but not answered: " Will the
Graving-dock be built this spring, and
will it be located in the St. Charles
River ? Should the Government build
it at their own cost, and not simply
advance the money ?"-(Canadien, lst
December.) The Journal of the 18th
December stated: "iMr. Cauchon says
that this was a snare which was laid
for him, and that the law did not per-
mit him to make any promise, as this
would render him ineligible." Never-
theless the hon. gentleman had a letter
addressed him by the Mayor of Que-
bec, Mr. Murphy, in order that no
doubt might exist with regard to his
intentions. It was as follows:-

"Sia,-I am surprised to see the opposi-
tion made to Mr. Cauchon, especially in view
of the exceptional circumstances in which it
places Quebec, and of the suspicions it is
sought to excite with regard to his intentions
concerning our fine city. Having been pre-
sent with him as a delegate of the Quebec
Commissioners at a conference held with the
Premier with respect to the Gravin-dock, I
saw what he then did and said, and 1 related
it at a public meeting of the City Council. I
give this spontaneous testimony as to these
important services which he has rendered
our city, froi a feeling that it is my duty,
and that it is but just to repeat then in pub-
lie. I am sure that Quebec vill not ignore
its most vital interests to suc a point as to
reject the man who by his indonitable
energy, his talents, his experience, and his
position, can best secure theni."

As Mr. Murphy was attacked for
having written this letter, the Jour-
nal defonded him as follows :-" The
Mayor of Quebec has been insulted
for having dared to express his opinion
with regard to the present election.
This was to have beon expected, but
what is cotsoling is the fact that what
has been atirmed by Mr. Murphy is
not the less incontestable." After hav-
ing heard these extracts, he did
not think the House could come to
any other conclusion than that
even the reply of the President of
the Councl to the delegation of electors
that waited upon him, was an impaicit
promise to the effect, that he (Mr.
Cauchon) would do all in his power to
secure the Graving-dock for Quebec.
le moved to amend the motion by

adding the following words:-
Mr. ROULEAU.

" With copies of all plans, specifications
and estimates of cost which have been pr
pared with regard to the locations propose
for the Graving-dock on both sides of the
St. Lawrence."

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho did not
think the Government had either plan
or specification of the dock in their
possession; if they had, lie did not
think it was in thcir power to produce
thcm yet.

Mr. BLANCHET: Does the hon.
gentleman say the Government has no
power?

Mr, MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment could ask the engineers for then.
but he did not think they were forced
to give them. They were supplying
the Government with plans and speci-
fications for their approval, but the
Government were still waiting for the
documents referred to.

Mr. MITCHELL: The IHarbour
Commissioners were said to bc crea-
tures of the Government, and they
would not dare to refuse the informa-
tion asked for.

Mr. MNCKENZIE said lie did not
suppose they would refuse the informa-
tion. Still, they were not ready. The
Government had seen the plans and
specifications, but he did not think the
copy furnished them could be used as
a return.

Mr. CAUCHON said that the hon.
member had certainly not been logi-
cal in the argument which he had pre.
sented to the House. The hon gentle-
man had accused the hon. gentleman
from Levis of having failed in the per-
formance of his duty, and he had also
accused hin (Mr. Cauchon) of sîmi-
lar dereliction of duty. The hon. gell-
tleman had contended that both hO
and his hon. friend from Levis were
equally guilty in this relation, and
the position assumed was as.uredY
illogical.

Mr. ROULEAU: I do not accuse
either the one or the other hon. gentle-
man. I said that nothing vas don
regarding this question.

Mr. CAUCHON said this aGcusatiol
was levelled both against himeif and
against the hon. member for Levis.
Hence,if heladsucceededin thisregar
on behalf of Quebec interests, the hon.l*
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member would be placed in a false

position; and if the hon. member
for Levis succeeded on behalf of
Levis interests, the hon. gentleman
would likewise be placed in a false
position. The hon. member had also
intimated that if this matter was not
Bow settled, it was proved that those
who had interested themselves in this
enterprise had merely sought to secure
what they desired of the electors; but
the hon. gentleman ought to know
that, until the work of exploration, &c.,
was concluded, the result could not be
indicated. The hon. gentleman had
endeavoured to estabhsh that, before
lie entered the Cabinet, he had advo-
cated the building of this dock; this
was true, but was it a crime? He had
sought to promote the interests of the
city of Quebec at that time, and was
this a crime ? But he could easily
prove that he had never made any
promises with reference to this dock
either during his own election. or
during any other election. He had
previously written articles stating
that he desired justice to be done
to Quebec, but ho had expressly
declared that, if the surveys showed
that the dock could not be pro-
perly placed on the Quebec side of
the river, he would submit to the deci-
sion. H1e was reproached for having
made promises to the electors in this
relation; ho was not ashamed to say
that he had advocated Quebec interests
before lie became a member of the
Government, but he defied any one to
show that either privately or publicly
lie had made any promises in this
connection since he had entered the
MIimistry. He had donc nothing of the
kind.

Mr. OUIMET reproached the Presi-
dent of the Council with having prom-
ised the electors of Quebec the location
of this dock on thoir side of the river,
during his last election.

Mr. CAUCHON denied having donc
So.

-Mr. OUIMET said that, if the hon.
gentleman had not promised to secure
the building of the Graving-dock at
Quebec, the hon. gentleman's friends,
vho sat behind him (Mr. Cauchon) had

niade such pledges in his name.
Mr. CAUCHON: No; they did not.

asi

Mr. OUIMET understood the hon.
member for Dorchester to urge that, if
this dock was not to be plaoed at
Quebec, the site should at least be
located somewhere. This question had
been before the electors during the past
three or four years, and during this
period, it had been used for political
purposes in constituencies on both
sides of the river St. Lawrence. It
was far from desirable that the
settlement of the site should be left
over until the elections of 1878, to be
utilized in a similar manner, and be
thought it was time that this was defi-
nitely effected. It was not a new thing
for the Liberals to make use of impor-
tant public works to influence elec-
tions; in December last, in Jacques
Cartier, it was the Lachine Canal,
and in Quebec, it had been the
Graving-dock. He thought it was
time to put an end to so objectionable a
state of affairs, and ho trusted that this
great undertaking would be shortly
placed in such a position that it could
no longer be made use of to secure
political ends.

Mr. CARON said that, for years past,
and more especially since 1873 and
1875, when the law affecting the Que-
bec Graving-dock was amended, this
question had been prominently before
the public. From what his hon. friend
from Dorchester had stated, it was
quito evidentthat public opinion in the
Province of Quebe- in this regard was
divided. Those who rolied upon the
report of Messrs. Kimball and Morris,
whose names were connected with
some of the most important English
works of this character, considered that
the Levis side should bo selected. On
the other hand, those who believed, as
he did, that the Graving-dock should
be in direct communication with
the deep water terminus of the
North Shore Railway, and near the
centre of business, held that it should
be placed on the Quebec side of the
River St. Charles. If the spot could
not be selected, there was no reason
why Quebec should lose the dock, as
another spot, Wolfe's Cove, had been
considered under an engineering point
of view perfectly acceptable. When
this question was brought before the
House, a few days previous, on the
motion of his hon. friend from Belle-
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chasse, for papers connected with this
most important matter, he had stated
that it had been used as a political
engine on several occasions during
tho last general Local elections in
Quebec, and during the election which
bad followed acceptance of office by
the hon. member for Quebec Centre.
In answer to this remark, the Presi-
dent of the Council, with that delicacy
of expression which always character-
ized his utterances on the floor of the
flouse and outside of the House, had
stated that it was not true. The hon.
gentleman declared that this question
had never been used for political pur-
poses during any election in the city
of Quebec. He was really aston-
ished at the defective memory of
the bon. the President of the Council.
On more than one occasion the
bon. the President of the Council
bad shown a defective memory. It
would be remembered what a diffi-
culty the hon. member had in calling to
mind the fact of bis being connected
with an important public institution,
receiving money froin the Government,
when he occupied a seat in the Local
Legislature of Quebec. It required all
the force and eloquence of the bon. the
leader of the Opposition of Quebec, Mr.
Joly, to convince him of this fact; and,
before the committee struck to investi-
gate this matter could bring down a
report, the hon. the President of the
Council resigned his seat in the Local
House.

Mr. CAUCHON: I have no objection
that the hon. gentleman should pursue
that course of attack, provided that I
have the right to rejoin. I need only
say that the statement was unfounded
as regards mysolf personally; and I
proved it.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must call the
hon. member to order.

Mr. CARON said it might be good
tact for the hon. the President of the
Couneil to have addressed the Speaker
in French. The hon. gentleman cer-
tainly went as much out of the subject
as he did in telling the hon. nember
for ' Dorchester that he would have
been more eloquent had he been asking
an appointment for his brother; yet
the hon. the President of the Council
was not called to order. It would be

Mr. CARoN.

remembered how positive the hon. the
President of the Council was in denying
the statement he made as to the matter,
namely, that the question of the Grav-
ing-dock had been made use of as
political capital. It was not astonish-
ing to hear that the bon. the President
of tho Council, with all bis political
experience, had determinedly refused
to sign a declaration presented to him
during his election--as the bon. gentle-
mati had explained to the House on a
previous occasion-for then lie would
have placed himself in a position which
would have led to his disqualification,
and he would have been deposed from
his position as leader of the great
Liberal Party of Lower Canada. The
hon. gentleman denied that political
capital had been made out of the Grav-
ing-dock, either in the Local or general
election. Years ago, when there was a
hostile feeling between the hon. gentle-
man and the bon. Senator who edited
L'Evenement, he might have refused the
testimony of that journal, but he would
surely not do so now, when he and the
hon. Senator were political allies. On
the 9th ofJune, 1875, L'Evenement con-
tained a report of a meeting held in
the interest of Mr. Shebyn, the Liberal
candidate for Quebec East in the Local
House. Mr. Shehyn spoke as follows,
according to L'Evenement :-

" You will obtain in a few months the
Graving-dock, that enterprise which will Dot
only help the progress, but be the life of St.
Roch and St. Sauveur. That Graving-dock
is the beginning of important and gigantit
worke which will be built on the St. Charles.
I think I can rely on being a member of the
Commission."

This was at a meeting at which thc
President of the Council was present,
and at which he himself spoke. The
report proceeded to say:-

" Mr. Cauchon was called and spoke with
great success of the candidature of Mr.
Shehyn, ot his magnificent position in basi-
ness and connection with the North Shore
Railway, which was to be constructed by
the Local Government. He also referred to
the Graving-dock, the construction Of which
would throw $1,200,000 in St. Roch and St.
Sauveur, to say nothing of the large amount
which would be expended in Quebec for har-
bour improvements. Do you understaDd
the effect of this? It is life and immele
property for the city."

Before going to the meeting, the
hon. the President of the Council nust
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have known the cost of the work. In
the hon. gentleman's own election, the
Chronicle published an article, in which.
it stated that the only ground on which
it supported him was because of the
influence he would have in securing
the Graving-dock for Quebec. The
Chronicle said on the 21st December:

" As we take it, the question which presents
itself for Quebec in this election is not one of
party by any means, although stump orators
and partizan writers nay seek to place it on
that narrow ground. The question is, which.
of the two candidates is likely to exercise the
greatest influence just now for the advantages
of Quebec ? There can possibly be no hesita-
tion in pointing to Mr. Cauchon as the one
who, by his present high position and connec-
tions, is best fitted in every way to do so. This
language may seen strange on our part, but
where the real interests of the city are con-
cerned, we have never yet hesitated to sink
our personal prejudices and dislikes in order
to advocate the cause best calculated to pro-
mote tLe welfare and prosperity of the people.
We have never lad an overweening affection
for the new President of the Council; we
have fought him bitterly more than once,
always speaking our mind of him and his
conduct very piainly indeed, but this has
never prevented us from recognizing the
marked ability and great energy of the man,
nor does it now blind us to the fact that much
of the future destiny of Quebec depends upon
the present endorsation by the electors of the
Centre Division of his acceptance of office in
the Mackenzie Administration. The moment
is a critical one for the ancient capital, and
the people in the Centre Division possess
interests identical with those in the remainder
of the city. We must all hang or fall together,
and it can only be by accepting Mr. Cauchon,
with all his faults, and returning a friend
and supporter of the Government, and not a
foe, that Quebec nay expect the administra-
tive favours it so much needs, and realize
the long cherished hope it entertains. it is
Only reasonable, if we wish the Government
to help us, tLat we should at least meet them
half way, for it must not be put out of sight
that great public works and improvements
are contemplated in this city and neighbour-
hood in regard to which the Government
has much te say. Let us take, for instance,
the proposed Graving-dock, on the construc-
tion of which, on this side of the river, we
all place se much stress. Is it at all likely
we shall improve pur chances of obtaining
'his great work by showing ingratitude to a
man like Mr. Mackenzie, who" has se fre-quently expressed his willingness te act forthe benefit of Quebec ? Is it noet more human
to exect that in such event hie decisionwou be favourable to the aide which returns
a rofessed and enthusiastic supporter. Weeve 80 at least. Then, agam, we haveLord Duffienrn's proposed embellishments oftue City, and new castle of St. Louis on the

the citadel, which, if carried out, will not
only lastingly improve Quebec beyond her
hitherto wiidest aspirations, but entail the ex-
penditure of a large amount of money to the
advantage of our population. ls it possible
te conclude that the rejection of Mr. Cauchon
and the election of Mr. Tarte would be calcu-
lated to propitiate the Federal Government
and advance our interests in these parti-
culars ? For it must be remembered that
more than three-quarters of the large sums
necessary to carry out Ris Excellency's pro-
position must come from the Ottawa treasurv.
We must not be understood to say that tfie
realization of all these undertakings depends
wholly upon Mr. Caichon, but we believe
it will be generally admitted that it is much
better to have a powerful friend at court than
none at all; while, on the other hand, Mr.
Cauchon's defeat-which, however, we do
not admit to be possible-could only iadefi-
nately retard works pre-eminently needed at
this moment by Quebec and its people."

Mr. CAUCHON said he had never
intended to insult the hon. member for
Quebec county or any other hon. mem-
ber. He did not promise anything in
connection with the Graving-dock
question; and he was net responsible
for any statements made by the Chron-
icle.

Mr. CARON said he never accused
the hon. the President of the Council
of having made a promise. That would
have annulled his election. What he
stated was that the question of the.
Graving-dock had been used as a po-
litical engine at local elections in Que-
bec. He now-from his seat in Par-
liament-reiterated that statement,
that the question was used as a poli-
tical engine, and, moreover, that the
hon. the President of the Couneil was
perfectly aware that the question was
so used.

Mr. CAUCHON said the hon.
member for Quebec county had
quoted extracts from the press to
show that he (Mr. Cauchon) had
used the dock question as a political
engine. In articles written by him,
and for which he was responsible, there
was no promise made in regard to the
dock. Every hon. member had the
right to represent his own interests,
but the question was whether he (Mr.
Cauchon) made any promise regarding
the Graving-dock. IHe denied that
charge and declared that he had not used
the question as a political engine. In
regard to the Chronicle, he was elected
against its influence and that of its
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friends by a large majority, and he was
returned in 1874 and 1875 without the
Graving-dock question having been
used in any way for political purposes.

Mr. CARON said ho desired to
repeat, in French, the remarks lie had
addressed to the House in English, as
the hon. the President of the Council
had spoken first in French and after-
wards in English.

Mr. SPEAKER said it was a ques-
tion which rested with the House. It
was quite in order for an hon. member
to address the House in one language
and then in the other ; but it was a
different matter when an lion. member
had taken bis seat, and afterwards
desired to make another speech.

Mr. BLAKE said, as the hon. the
President of the Council had stated
that he did not intend to make, and
had not made any charge against the
hon. member for Quebec county, he
should rest satisfied.

Mr. ROBITAILLE said the question
as to the right of an hon. member to
address the House in French was in-
volved.

-Mr. MASSON asked if any hon.
member objected to the bon. mnember
for Quebec county making explana-
tions in French.

Mr. MACKENZIE said be objected.
Mr. DESJARDINS moved the ad-

journment of the House.
Mr. TASCHEREAU said he had

heard with great astonishment the
assertion that this matter had been
made use of during the local elections
of 1875, and during the election of bis
hon. friend from Quebec Centre. This
pretension was incorrect. It was to
be remembered that the election of Mr.
Shehyn in 1875 was contested; the
trial of the case had lasted a long time
and a great number of witnesses were
heard; the most distinguished lawyers
of the Quebec bar were employed, and
the Court had unanimously confirmed
Mr. Shehyn in his seat. It was con-
sequently evident that this matter had
not been used as had been represented.
A great deal of noise had been made
with reference to the election of the
hon. member for Quebec Centre, and
it had been said that the hon. gen-

Mr. CAUCHON.

tleman had formally promised to the
electors to secure the construction of
the dock on the Quebec side. Meetings
had been held in various parts of the
Division, and he had taken part in
the successfal election of lis hon.
friend, but lie had not heard any
promise whatever with regard to
this subject, either on the part of the
hon. gentleman or any of the bon. gen-
tleman's friends. Strenuous efforts
had been made to draw the hon. gen-
tleman into a trap in this regard, but
the hon. gentleman's opponents had
been unable to secure a tithe of the evi-
dence desired in order to contest the
election. Everybody was aware that
it was a matter of importance both to
Quebec and Levis, to secure the loca-
tion of this dock; a strong rivalry es-
isted upon the subject between these
two cities, and Messrs. Kimball and
Morris, eminentEnglish engineers, had
been charged with the examination of
the Quebec harbour. Their motives
were suspected, and consequently the
Government, in order that justice
might be donc in the premises, hand
instructed their own engineers to
visit Quebec. These engineers had
passed a great part of =last win-
tor in the survey of the harbour.
and bail even extended their labours
into the spring, in order to discover
what was the action of the ice in the
harbour of Quebec at that period o!
the year. Uheir report was presented
to the Government in the course of
last autumn, and in view of this fact
it was unreasonable to suppose that an
important work of this character could
be commenced during the winter
season. Besides, other improvements
in the harbour of Quebec were unider
the consideration of the Ilarbour Comù-
missioners, and tenders for these works
were to be submitted on the 26th of
the current month. These improve-
ments were very important to the city
of Quebec, and if under the circum-
stances, fault could be found with the
Government, censure should, for sim.
ilar reasons, be passed on the Harbour
Commissioners. He maintained the
delays which had occurred werO un-
avoidable. He readily understoOd why
the members for the county of Quebec,
the county of Levis, and even the
county of Dorchester made use of this
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1 uestion, as they desired to annoy
the Presideit of the Council, but he
could not understand so easily wby
the hon. member for Laval (Mr. Oui-
met) should adopt the course he
had taken before the louse, in view oi
tie fact that the hon. gentleman's con-
,tituency was situated so far from the
point li issue. The arguments of
which hon. gentlemen opposite had
made use might very justly be retorted
against themselves, because the Local
Government was not free from blame
in a similar relation. The President
of the Council was under no obligation
to contradict all the articles written
about him in the publie prints. The
great question to be considered was
whether the Government had donc
anything wrong or not with reference
to this important undertaking ; and lie
thought it had been conclusively
proved that the Administration was in
no way to blame.

Mr. MASSON said le thought
the discussion lad demonstrated the
wisdom of the position assumed by the
hon. member for Cumberland, when the
resolutions in favour of the Graving-.
dock were submitted to the House.
The hon. gentleman had then main-
tained that this step should not have
been taken by the Government unless
they were prepared to indicate where
the site would be located. lie remem-
bered that, when he sat ou the other
side of the House, he had expressed a
similar opinion with regard to fortifi-
cations which it was proposed to erect;
and, at that time, the hon. member for
Chateauguay had made a motion with
regard to this subject, in order to force
hin to vote with the Opposition, which
he had done. It was an easy thing for
a Government to promise to build a
work of great importance, involving
the expenditure of a large sum of
money, and then to keep this dangling
before the representatives and elec-
tors of the constituencies for political
ends. This had been done in the
present instance. The sound rule
'vas to settle the location of every
public work before it was submitted
to the Horse. It was time that
this question should be settled once for
1l; and it should not be left over until

the next general elections, in order to
enable the Ministeriai candidates for

the eounty of Levis and the city of
Quebec to assure the electors that, if
they were returned, they would have
aun excellent chance of securing this
dock. Not only had this matter been
utilized during elections, but advantage
had been similarlv taken of the Jesuit
Barracks question. The electors of
the city of Quebec had been told that,
if they aided in overturning the
De Boucherville Administration, they
would secure the transfer of the Jesuit
Barracks sooner than would otherwise
be the case. The Government were
wholly to blame for the false position
in which they had placed themselves
in this relation. Public opinion in
the Province of Quebec had been
greatly excited touching this important
matter. When the Local iParliament
opened at Quebec, after the general
elections, he had seen the President of
the Council with other persons, lobby-
ing in the corridors of the building,
while the report was circulated that, if
the De Boucherville Administration
were defeated, not only the Graving-
dock, but also the Jesuit Barracks,
would be obtained much sooner than
was otherwise to be expected. What
ho had said last year was borne out
by the fats. The documents and cor-
respondence fyled proved that the
real difficulty did not relate to the title
of the Jesuits' Barracks. Improve-
monts devised for the city of Quebec
had also been used for political pur-
poses, and, by these means, enemies
of the Administration were induced to
support Ministerial candidates. The
Premier last year, when lie (Mr.
Masson) had spoken of organs of
the Liberal party, had said that
the Chronicle was not one of
the Liberal organs. This fact, how-
ever, made the case worse ; this
paper had then been induced to turn
its coat, and become practically a
Liberal organ under the circumstances.
He thoughtthat this was the best proof
of the assertion that the Graving-dock
question had beeni used in the city of
Quebec as an instrument to secure the
election of the hon. member for Quebec
Centre, and to injure the De Boucher-
ville Administration.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the chair.
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After Recess.
Mr. DESJARDINS said that, as the

rules of the House had been suspended
for the benefit of the President of the
Council, who had spoken in both Eng-
lish and French, he thought that bon.
gentlemen sitting on the Opposition
side of the IfHouse were entitled to the
same privilege. The great majority of
the members supported the Ministry
with al the readiness and docility that
could be desired, and the First Minister
had no reason to fear the effect of the
explanations which the hon. member
for Quebec county might make in reply
to the President of the Council. This,
however, seemed to be only a continu-
ation of the policy which had been
adopted on the other side of the House.
Not a long time previously the First
Minister had spoken repeatedly in
disregard of the rules, but, when the
hon. member for Cumberland had at-
tempted to reply, as appeared to him
perfectly proper under the circum-
tances, the Minister of Justice had
objected. He had heard hon. members
from the district of Quebec express
surprise in view of the fact that hon.
members from the district of Montreal
ventured to say a word on the subject
of the Graving-dock. Whatever might
be the importance of a public work,
under these circumstances, the hon.
members from the Quebec district con-
sidered the attitude of hon. members
from the Montreal district an intrusion
on their rights. They, however, con-
sidered that the public interests were
concerned in this matter, which was
important not only for the cities of
Quebec and Levis, but for all cities
having any connection with occan navi-
gation, and to all members from
whatever city or Province tbey might
come. He remarked with pleasure
that, for the first time, the Ministerial
leader from the Province of Quebec
had sought to defend his acolytes;
and, on the other hand, at least three
Liberal members from the district of
Quebec had successively recognized the
President of the Council as their
leader, and had defended the hon.
gentleman's policy, in connection with
which they all evidently felt that they
shared, to a certain extent, a common
guilt. This was only right on their part.

Mr. MABSON.

It was long since these hon. gentlemen
had exhibited such generosity towards
their leader. It was no matter for
surprise that the question of selecting
a site for this Graving-dock, had been
used as a means for securing Minis-
terial votes. In 1875, during the
eloction in Montreal West, when the
principal point at issue appeared to be
whether or not the Government would
grant increased protection to our in-
dastries, the hon. member for Montreal
West was permitted to use the name
of the Government to persuade the
electors that the Ministry was favour-
able to a protection policy, and that
the following Session would witness the
commencement of the fulfilment of
their desires and hopes. The electors
had been constantly kept under this
impression, and the Ministerial journals
had taken such a course as to strengthen
this feeling. The Minister of tbe
Interior also, when in need of votes,
had shown great willingness to mnake
promises as to what ho conld
secure for his constituents. The hon.
member had, in effect, said to his
constituents, that, if he could do so
much as ho had done when he was a,
simple member of the House, what
would he not be able to do in their
interests, while occupying the position
of Minister. If the hon gentleman
had imitated the modesty of his leader,
the President of the Council, ho would
not have so rashly compromised him-
self. Various matters had been brought
before the electors of the county of
Jacques Cartier; and among then the
famous subject of the Lachine Canal.

Mr. LAFLAMME objected to the
hon. member continuing his remarks
on this subject, unless he were givOn
the privilege of reply.

Mr. SPEAKER said that, on the
question of adjournment, a member
might speak on any subject,-a nost
inconvenient practice, but one which
Parliament hud refused to abolish,
and he could only appeal to the good
sense of bon. members not to extend
the discussion beyond all reasonable
bounds.

Motion to adjourn lost.
Mr. MACKENZIE : I beg to call the

attention of the hon. gentlemen who.
proposed the motion and the amnend
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ment to the fact that I cannot bring
down the reports of the Engineers at
present. One of them is not prepared.
The only plans and specifications which
-we have in the Department are the
general specifications of the harbour.
The contract is now about to be let;
and we have only one copy of then
and.the general plan of the harbour.
The plans for the Graving-dock pro-
per have not yet arrived; and it is quite
useless to pass a motion for papers that
do not exist.

Mr. BLANCHET said he inferred
from what bad been stated that the
decision on this question was very
nearly settled, and that the Govern-
ment had come to the conclusion that
it was impossible to place this dock in
the St. Charles River. He thought the
President of the Council had made up
his mind that no more political capital
could be made out of this question in
Quebec. The hon. gentleman could
say it had been shown by the surveys
of seientific men that the St. Charles
River could not be chosen for the pur-
pose; the hon. gentleman would be
satisfied, and so also would the city of
Quebec ; hence he concluded that the
hon. gentleman's case was hopeless.
The reason why the hon. member for
Levis the other day did not move his
motion was, he thought, because the
Premier had told him sufficient to ]et
him understand that it would be of no
use.

Mr. FRECHETTE: The hon. mem-
ber is wrong.

Mr. BLANCHET said he would not
discuss the question further. He
thought that on the whole the reasons
given in favour of the south shore were
the strongeest, and before long they
would learn that the Government had
not been able to adopt the St. Charles
River site for the Graving-dock. The
question would thon arise as to when
the work would commence. He would
loave that to the Premier, who was a
practical man, and as ho said he did
not want to make political capital out
of the question, it was to be hoped he
would commence the work as soon as
possible, and not wait until next elec-
tion before commencing operations.
As the hon. member had stated there

were no reports, no plans, no specifica-
tions-

Mr. MACKENZIE: I did not say so..

Mr. BLANCHET said ho understood
the hon. the Premier to say he had no
report before him except the report of'
the engineer. The documents belonged
to the Department of Public Works..
The surveys made last spring and
during the summer were made upon
instructions given by the PublieWorks
Department to Mr. Page, and the Min-
ister of Public Works could not be
excused if ho said ho did not know of
any report, because they belonged to
his Department.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I never said
anything of the kind. I said I had
Mr. Page's report, but I had not the
report of the other engineer, and I was
not prepared yet to bring them down.

Mr. BLANCHET said the specifica-
tions and plans belonged to the lon.
the Premier's Department. If he was
willing, he might bring them down,
but, if ho said they were not ready, and
that he could not bring down the
information asked, the lon. gentleman
should state so to the louse. He was,
however, willing to withdraw his
motion in accordance with the wish
expressed the other day by the hon..
the Minister of Public Works.

Mr. FIRECHETTE said ho must
preost against the insinuation made
by the hon. member for Bellechasse
that the hon. the Premier approached
him on the subject of the motion of
which he gave notice a few days ago,
a motion exactly the same as that pro-
posed by the hon. gentleman. He
denied the allegation, and protested
against such an insinuation being
made. Neithor the hon. the Premier
nor any of the Ministers said a word
to him about the question, and his
motion was withdrawn because he hap-
pened not to be in his place at the
time. The hon. member for Bellchasse,
being desirous of obtaining the
advantage of initiating the matter,
gave notice of the same motion, and
that was the reason why his motion
was not pressed before the House
instead of that of the hon. member for
Bellechasse.
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Mr. BLANCHET said that during
the first two days of the Session he
enquired if the Government had a
report upon the site of the Graving-
dock, and the hon. the Premier
answered "Yos." The lion. member
for Levis gave notice of a motion for
papors, and allowed that motion to
drop twice, as he now said, because ho
was absent.

Mr. SPEAKER: As the hon. mem-
ber was not in his seat.

Mr. BLANCHET said there vas a
way in whicb that might be donc.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that in his opinion the lion. the Pre-
inier should have taken the advice
which vas offered him in 1875 by the
hon. member for Cumberland, when
he pressed him to se'tle the site for the
Graving-dock at once, and thus re-
move it from the possible competition
of rival politicians. Had that advice
been accepted, perhaps the whole of
that discussion, the cross-firing and
the imputations cast to-day would have
been saved to the House and the
country. The hon. member for Cum-
berland said on that occasion:

" He learnt froni a communication he had
received from one of the Harbour Commis-
sioners of Quebec, that not only had the
officers of the Imperial Government, who
were deeply interested in this matter, decided
upon Point Levis as the proper location fbr
this work, but that seven out of nine of the
Harbour Comamissioners of Quebec-the
men lie supposed best qualified to judge
what site should be selected--concurred n
the opinion expressed by the Inperial
officers in relation to this work. He regret-
ted that under such circumstances the
Premier was not in a position to state to the
House whether the best location would be
chosen, or whether that was to depend upon
the amount of political pressure brought
to bear upon the Government by parties in
this House or outside of it. There were
gentlemen in this House to whom the Gov-
ernment would be disposed to defer a good
deal, who were ready to exercise all the
influence they could bring to bear upon the
Government, and he hoped the Premier
would invoke the assistance of the House,
if necessary, against any pressure that
might involve a very large increase in puolie
expenditure."

The hon. the President of the Coun-
cil had said that everybody knew ho
was working to get the Graving-dock
placed on the north side of the river.
t was quite right that the hon. gen-

Mr. FRiECHiETTE.

tleman should have so worked whon
he was a private member of Parlia-
ment, if he was conscientiously ot
the opinion that that was the best
position for it, and if h, thoughi
it would be for the benefit of
his constituents to have it thore.
Although they had heard the extra-
ordinary doctrine propounded that
various interests and classes should not
be represented in Parliament. yet.
practically, they knew it was absolutelv
necessary for the good of the country-
that the various sections and locai
interests should bo so represented.
But after the hon. the President of the
Council ceased to be a private member
and became a member of the Cabinet,
and as such a member of the Privy
Council went back to seek the
suffrages of his constituents and a
renewal of their confidence, he was
debarred by constitutional principles,
and by his oath as President of the
Privy Council, from working for the
dock, and, more than ail, from saying
that he was working for it. The hon.
gentleman said he never made any
promise. It had been proved by state-
ments uncontradicted that, while he
did not make any promise himself, lie
heard promises made in his presence
and ho did not deny them.

Mr. CAUCHON: Where is the
proof that I heard them ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Hon.
gentlemen say so.

Mr. CAUCHON: They were nover
made before me.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
hon. gentlemen around him had said
so time and again, and the hon. the
President of the Privy Council must
submit to be criticised upon the
statements of half a dozen gentle-
men in the same position as himself.
The hon. gentleman was debarred from
stating what his opinion was with refe-
ronce to the site of the dock, or what
ho was goipg to do with regard to it,
because he had sworn not to divulge
what was the advice ho was going tO
give to his colleagues. It was a saer-
fice which every constituency must
submit to which elected a Cabinet
Minister, that their. representativ
must coase to advocate any 5Peci
interest with Government. As Ofle of
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the Governmlent he must sit in Council
and act for the benetit of the whole
country, even if such action was oppo-
sed to the interests of bis own constitu-
ency. The hon. gentleman had said
thal everybody knew he was working
for the dock. How eould they know it
inless lie told them? and he ought not

to have told them. They had a judi-
cial decision in Lower Canada the other
dar that, if a candidate sat in a churcli
and heard a priest say anything in his
favour, he was particeps criminis if he
did not rise in his place and protest
against the statement. Never had
such an instance of undue influence been
exercised as that shown by the hon.
the President of the Council-undue
influence exercised by a Minister of the
Crown, having the opportunity of
pleading the cause of his consiituency
before bis own colleagues in private.
When the hon. gentleman stated that he
was going to work for his constituents
with bis colleagues, if that was
not undue influence ho did not know
what undue influence was, and it was
undue influence of the most corrupt and
corrupting kind. The hon. gentleman
went down to St. Roch, a constituency
ornposed in a large measure of vork-

ing men, who depended on the employ-
ment of their labour for the support of
their families, and the people were told
in the most public manner: "Al-
though the hon. gentleman may b per-
sonally obnoxious to you; although you
may condemn his principles and prac-
tice in leaving the old Conservative
Party and accepting the leadership
of the Liberal Rouge party; although
you may feel disinclined to support an
hon. gentleman in such duplicity of
political principles, yet we must keep
the pot boiling and have the chicken in
i every day, and this can be had at
the expense of the Government if you
only re-elect the hon. gentleman who
has taken a seat in the Cabinet."
What was the use of passing the much
Praised Electoral Corruption Bill,what was the use of adopting measures
t'5 prevent individual bribery in indi-
Vidual cases, if a member of the Gov-
ernment was allowed, by such a state-
mnent as the hon. the President of the
Council admitted he had made, to bribe
a Whole eonstituency? If the hon. the
Premier as head of the Government

had settled the site of the Graving-dock
sooner, this would have been avoided,
and perhaps the hon. gentleman would
have had a different colleague sitting
beside him as President of the Council.
Then what was the moral of th's whole
matter? That whereas the question
of the (raving-dock site had had a very
corruptive influence at the last elec-
tion, the hon. the Premier should sec
that the site was selected before the
next election. Why did not the hon.
the Premier bring down Mr. Page's
report at once, for probably it might
settle the whole difficulty ? Mr. Page
was Engineer-in-chief and deserved the
confidence of the head of his Depart-
ment. The hon. the Minister of Pub-
lic Works had trusted that gentleman's
report on many other occasions, and
why therefore did he not depend on
him now and take his advice, whatever
it might bc, and thus romove the ques-
tion from the arena of conflicting poli-
tical parties and avoid the unseemly
recriminations in this House, and out
of it, which had arisen from the delay
that had taken place in the selection
of a site.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the moral
he drew from the whole affair was
this: That hon. gentlemen opposite
had so little to find fault with that they
could occupy the greater portion of
two days in discussing a trifling
matter like this. He was some-
what surprised that the lion. mem-
ber for Bellechasse had ventured
two or thro times to doubt his good
faith to the House. The hon. member
had ventured to suggest that, if there
was not a report from one officer,
there might be from anothor. Ho ewas
not, however, in the habit of double-
dealing with the House. Whether right
or wrong he always stated the case
frankly. He had told the hon. mem-
ber for Bellechasse at the outset of the
discussion that the report of Mr. Page,
which he had previously informed the
House was in his possession, could not
at present be presented. He had told
the hon. member the reason-that the
report was submitted to another emi-
nent engineer with a view of ascer-
taining whether he coincided in the
views expressed. The hon. gentleman
should have accepted that statement
unless he had some reason to doubt it.
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He had also chosen to state that a con-
versation had occurred between the
hon. member for Levis and himself
(Mr. Mackenzie) in regard to the mo-
tion which that hon. gentleman placed
on the notice paper. He had never
had a word of conversation with that
hon. gentleman or any person in his
behalf since he came to Ottawa about
the matter. The Act simply confer-
red upon the hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries and himself the
approval of the site after they had
ootained plans and specifications and
all particulars in regard to the dry
dock. The plans had never yet been
presented to them. A little over two
months ago ho called the attention of
the Commissioners to the fact that they
had not yet been forwarded, and he
had stated on the last occasion when
the subject was brought up, that Mr.
Morris, one of the engineers, had re-
cently come to Quebec, and the Gov-
ernment were in daily expectation of
receiving the papers essential to a
decision as to the site. Not a state-
ment had been made during the debate,
so far as he understood the French
language, to inculpate the Government
in any way whatever. They had not
used the question for political purposes;
if it had been so used he would have
known it. It would have been a work
of supererogation to have used it to
have influenced the constituency of
Quebec Centre. An article had been
read from a Conservative paper, as if
that paper could be accepted as evi-
dence against the Government.

An HON. MEMBER: It was the
Nouveau .Monde.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the article
had simply proved that Conservatives
could be obtained to write almost
anything that suited their purpose at
the time ; it proved nothing against the
Government.

Mr. CARON rose to a point of order.
He said he wished to correct an error.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.
Mr. MACKENZIE said the extracts

had simply proved that this Conserva-
tive journal and its editor, animated by
the usual spirit of selfishness of the
Conservatives, chose to write an article
strongly in favour of this location of the

Mr. MACKENZIE.

dock in Quebec, and urged the election
of one of the city members to the Ad.
ministration, belioving that Quebec
would thereby secure some particular
benefit. If the article had been written
by the hon. the President of the Council
ho could understand the quotation; or if
the paper had been the property of the
hon. gentleman, as the Mail was the
property of the hon. member for King-
ston, ho could understand the quota.
tion.

Sir JOHN A. MAC DONALD: The
Mail is not my property.

Mr. MACKENZIE said, if the paper
had been paid for like the hon. gentle-
man's paper, ho could understand the
quotation. But they had no connee-
tion whatever with the paper, and they
had endeavontred faithfully to carry out
the intention of the Legislature, which
would be carried out. They were
responsible for that; they accepted the
responsibility and would perform the
duty. It was a thoroughly good evi-
dence of the miserably small policy of
the Opposition when they would waste
a day on such a question.

Mr. CARON said the papers ho had
quoted from were not Conservative.
He had never heard them called Con-
servative except by the hon. the
Premier, and he probably know
as little of and took as little
interest in them as he did
in thp matter of the Graving-doL.
There was no doubt whatever but that
this question was used as a political
engine during the election. He did lot
accuse the hon. the First Minister a
being to blame for this, but ho did.
accuse those who supported hin in, the
Province and city of Quebec for using
it as a political lever to a great extent

Mr. CAUCHON said, even if the
responsibility of those articles were
on his shoulders, he defied any hon.
member to show that there was any-
thing in them by which he was con-
promised in any possible way. Stress
was laid on the ability of the hon.
member for Kingston on constitutional
points, but unfortunately the logic and
science of the hon. gentleman were
frequently at fault, and they came to
the conclusion that he was not infallible.
In this matter ho had worked as mnuch
as he could for the good of his const-
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ments, but, if the engineers reported
that the dock could not be at Quebec,
they must submit to that decision.

Mr. MITCHELL said he had listened
to the discussion with a great deal of
interest, because the question was one
which deeply affected the commerce of
the whole country. He counted Que-
lc as the first maritime port in the
Dominion, and every one who knew
anything of the geography of
the country must take the
saine view. When Confederation
was formed, he found the harbour trust
of the port in a state next to bank-
ruptcy, and as Minister of Marine and
Fisheries he did everything in his
power to remedy the evils which
existed. He endeavoured to carry out
a policy in regard to the ports of
Montreat and Quebec, which he thought
warranted by his own and the experi-
ence of other commercial men. But
while working in this direction he was
libelled by the hon. the President of
the Council in the Journal de Quebec.
Despite that, however, he persevered,
and, after years of vile misrepresenta-
tion and attack, he succeeded in getting
the bonds of the Harbour Trust of
Quebec purchased by the Government.
Hie afterwards submitted measures re-
organizing the Harbour Trusts and
Trinity Houses of Quebec and
Montreal, placing the powers under
one executive. As the trusts were
supported from the taxes on shipping,
they gave a certain representation to
the shipping interest, the Corn Ex-
change, Board of Trade and the cities.
To those popular bodies, which were
ilainly concerned in the administra-
tion of the Boards, were given five
nembers out of the nine. But one ôf
the first acts of the present Govern-
ment was to change the constitution of
the Boards, and to transfer their con-
trol from the interests named to the
Government of the day. He appealed
to the louse -whether that was a just
measure. Its effect was to allow r
large amount of politics and partyism
to enter into the control of the Boards,
which was to be depreeated. In refer-
enc' to the question immediately
under discussion, the hon. the Premier
had said the iHarbour Commissioners
mfight not be disposed to give the
Udormation asked for. Now, the

Commissioners were the creatures of
the Government, and they could be
compelled to furnish the information
if the hon. gentleman wished it.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I never said tha
the Harbour Commissioners might no
be disposed to give the information.

Mr. MITCHELL: What did you say
Mr. MACKENZIE: I said I knew

could get anything in their possession
but I was informed they had no plans
yet of the Graving-dock.

Mr. MITCHELL: My hon. friend
stated they might not be disposed to
give them to him.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No.
Mr. MITCHELL: Then I will bc

set right. I will say,, however, it is a
remarkable thing that there are no
plans of a work which will necessitate
an expenditure of public money, o
half a million of dollars as the President
of the Council says, but of a million
and a quarter as the friends of the hon.
gentleman say.

Mr. MACKENZIE: There has not
been a dollar of it spent.

Mr. MITCHELL: Kimball & Morris
bave had £1,000 paid them for making
plans.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Not from us.
Mr. MITCHELL said the money was

paid by the Harbour Trust, however,
who were the creatures of the Govern-
ment, 1 he majority of them being Gov-
ernment nominees; and the public
would hold the Government responsible
for maladministration or delays on the
part of the Conimissioners. If not a
dollar of public money had been spent
by the Government, it was very strange
that tenders were received five weeks
ago for the construction of the work.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman is entirely mistaken. There are
two distinct sets of plans-one for the
general barbour works, now under
construction, and one for the Graving-
dock proper, which the Government
have not yet received. We received
the plans of the general harbour work
long ago.

Mr. MITCHELL said he did not
catch the remarks of the hon. the
Premier on that point. But it was
remarkable that something like threc

Quebec Graving .Dock.



574 Routine

years had elapsed since the work was
taken in hand, and there were no plans
ready yet. At this rate it would take
a century to complete the Graving-
dock. Considering the great distress
existing among the labouring popula-
tion, it was also remarkable that the
Government had not taken the oppor-
tunity of relieving that distress by
forcing their nominees on the Har-
bour Trust to proceed with the work
in a more expeditious manner. Eight
or ten years ago, an additioaal tax of
five cents a ton was levied on al
shipping, for the purpose of paying
for improvements in Quebec harbour;
and yet to this time not one dollar's
worth of benefit had the shipping
received. It was high time for either
the improvements to be made, or the
tive cent. tax to be taken off. LIc
was speaking on behalf of commercial
and shipping interests, and not from
a party point of view. It might not
be known, but the Government shou ILd
awake to the fact that the harbour in
Quebec was a stalking horse to obtain
political influence. Everything was
done on account of partisanship. He
knew he was hitting his own friends,
for much the same course was pursued
under the late Government. Three
sites for the Gravi ng-dock were named,
Levis, the River St.Charles, and Wolfe's
Cove. He heard men of a great deal of
judgment who were largely interested
in shipping say that neither Point
Levis nor the St. Charles River were
suited for the Graving-dock, but that
Wolfe's Cove was the best place. First-
class engineers should thoroughly
examine the various proposed sites
and report to the Commissioners, who
should report to the Government
as to the cost and the time in which
the work could be completed. This
should have been done two years ago,
and the Graving-dock would nearly
have been completed by this time.

Motion and amendment, with leave
of the House, withdrawn.

PROCEDURE AND EVIDENCE
CRIMINAL CASES BILL.

[BILL No. 3.]
(Mr. Irving.)

IN

THIRD READING.

Order for consideration of amend-
Mr. MITCHELL.

ments made in Committee of the Whole
to Bill (No. 3) respecting Procedure
and Evidence in Criminal cases, read.

Mr. BLAKE called the attention of
the House to a proposed amiendment
of the hon. member for Cardwell
which had been postponed. Unfor.-
tunately the hon. member was not
enabled to be present. But the hon.
member and himself had agreed upon
the form of the amendment. It was to
meet cases where the signatures of
witnesses examined in a preliminar-
investigation were denied, and wlieie
it was necessary to prove the signa-
tures in the absence of the magistrate.
He moved in amend ment:

" That the Bill be re-committed to a Coi-
nrittee of the Whole, with an instruction to
add the following clause to the said Bill:-

" The 64th section of the said Act is hereby
amended, by adding the following words:-

"Provided that for the purposes ofthis
section, a deposition of the witness purport-
ing to have been taken before a Justice or
Justices on the investigation of the charge,
and to be signed by the witness and the
Justice or Justices returned to and produced
froin the custody of the proper officer, shalì
be primâ facie presuned to have been signed
by the witness.'"

Amendment agree4c to.
House resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole on the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-
ported.

House reswned.
Bill reported.
Amendment read the first and seco'"

time, and agreed to.
Bill read the third time, and passe'-

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE LAW
AMENDMENT BILL.-

[BILL No. 5.]

(Mr. Dymond.)

SECOND READING PROPOsED.

Mr. DYMOND said he Vas awaire oi

the dangers that might beset the to"
adventurous laynan who dared to tres-
pass on what was regarded as tho legal
domain. But the question which he
had brought up for consideration had
its popular as well as its judicial aspect.
It was quite true that the proceedi-
of our Courts were conducted by

Business.[COMMONS8.]
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lawyers, and that in those proceedings,
either on the Bench or at the bar, law-
vers played the most agreeable; if not
the most interested part. But as a
rule both the prosecutor and the accus-
ed were not lawyers, but laymen. It
was seldom that members of the
legal profession were placed in the
uinpleasant predicament of being
accused of crime; and with a shrewd-
ness, that did them credit, they very
seldom attempted to invoke the powers
of the law as prosecutors. But
while that was the case, the layman
frequently stood imperilled of his life
or his liberty, or as a suitor for justice
against a man who had wronged him.
What, under these circumstances,there-
fore, might be sport to the lawyers,
might be death or suffering to the
laymen, reminding one of Æsop's fable
about the boys and the frogs, where
the latter exclaimed : " What is sport
to you is death to us." A year ago he
had the honour of calling the attention
of the House for the first time to the
subject of allowing persons charged
with crime to give evidence on their
Own behalf, if they were desirous
of doing so. A Bill was introduced
into the House proposing some
measure of legal reform by a learned
gentleman (Mr. Hillyard Cameron),
whose death was deeply regretted
by many besides his own political
friends, for lie was one who was
always ready to give advice or counsel,
whether he agreed or not with the pro-
Position submitted to him and whether
it came from a legal or lay member
of the bouse. He (Mr. Dymond) pro-
posed an amendment to that Bill, em-
bodying his views on the subject, and
in the short discussion which took
Place it was suggested by the hon. the
31inister of Justice, without the expres-
sion of any opinion on his part as to
mnerits of the question, that the proper
mode of bringing the proposal before
the bouse would be by a substantive
resolution or by a separate Bill. le
(r Dymond) had acted on that sug-
gestion, and the Bill now before the
House was the result. Since the last
Session of Parliament the subject has
been discussed in the British House ofComnons,on a motion similar to the one
he lOnw propod, brought in by Hon.
Evelyn Ashley. In that discussion an

opinion was expressed by an eminent
lawyer and Judge, who perhaps, as an
authority on such a subject stood higher
than almost any man at the prea-
ent time,-he referred to the Right
Hon. Russell Gurney, Recorder of
London, a lawyer of exceedingly con-
servative instincts and whose exper-
ience as one of the principal Judges of
the Central Criminal Court would not
for a moment be questionod by any
one acquainted with the working of
the judicial system in the mother
country. Mr. Russell Gurney in speak-
ing to Mr. Ashley's Bill, expressed his
opinion in the following words :-

"Having been brought up to the pro'es-
sion almost froin a child, lie had been favour-
able to the institutions and practices that lie
found in existence ; but his experience, the
experience of many years, as Recorder of
London, and one of the principal Judges of
the Central Criminal Court, had c2nvinced
hirm that it was most important for the in-
terests of justice-for the conviction of the
guilty, and the acquittal of the innocent-
that some such change as was now proposed
should be made in the law of this country
(Great Britain.)"

The scope of Mr. Ashley's Bill was
somewhat wider than that of the
measure now before the Ilouse, for it
proposed that not only persons accused
of crime should be permitted to give
evidence under oatb , but that the wives
or husbands of such persons should also
be admitted as witnesses. le did not
propose to go so far on the present oc-
casion. If the principle of the measure
he now submitted should be approved,
it vas quite possible, in due time, that
the further reform lie had just referred
to might come; but there was no
occasion to encumber the consideration
of the subject to-night by travelling at
all beyond the simple proposition he
had presented to the House. His
attention had been called by an hon.
member opposite to a very able article
which appeared in the Law Magazine,
published in London, showing that the
subject was there obtaining increased
attention, and exciting increased
interest ; and within the last few years
the matter had been frequently debated
in England in Social Science Congresses
and on the floor of Parliament. The
object of all judicial investigations, it
would be admitted, was simply to dis-
cover the truth; it was not to obtain
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the conviction of the offender, or his
acquittal, but it was to discover the
truth of the allegations which might be
presented by the Crown in the public
interest. It would further, ho pre-
sumed, be admitted that no one was
eo competent to tell the truth--
supposing ho would tell the truth-
as the person who stood indicted at
the bar. The witnesses might be mis-
taken, the Court might be wrong in its
conclusions, but the accused must
know whether he was guilty or not of
the matter with which lie was charged.
The onus of refusing to accept the
truth at bis bands, if he were willing
to tell the truth, must rest with those
who objected to the proposition em-
bodied in the Bill. It was sometimes
imagined that the silencing of the
prisoner was an inherent principle of
British institutions. But up to the
year 1836, in Great Britain, when the
Prisoner's Counsel Bill was passed, the
practice of putting suggestions to the
prisoner by the Court, although not
under oath, was almost a necessary
part of every trial. The prisoner had
to speak, if ho spoke at all, in bis own
defence; bis advocate could orly
address the Court on questions of law,
and the Judge was compelled to ques-
tion him in order to bring out his story.
So late as 1848 only were magistrates
in Great Britain prohibited from put-
ting questions to the prisoners before
them. So far as he had been able to
gauge public opinion on the subject, two
objections were urged to the course he
proposed should be pursued. One
was that, to put an innocent man
upon bis oath and examine him might
tend to bis own disadvantage; that,
in tue cross-examination by counsel,
statements might be extracted from
hii which might prejudice him in the
minds of the jury; that he would be-
come confused, being unequal to the
contest, and possibly admit what he
might intend to deny. But the an-
swer to that objection was that the
examination would, under the Bill, be
perfectly voluntary; no man would be
compelled to put himself in the wit-
ness-box and submit himself to an
examination unless by bis own volun-
tary act. Thon, again, it was asserted
that encouragement would be given
to commit perjury; that a man stand-

Mr. DTMoND.

ing in peril of life and liberty Would
be tempted to commit perjury in order
to effect bis escape. le (Mr. Dy.
mond) believed tue value of an oath
of far less v* alue than a skilful cross..
examination, and he could imagine no
more certain mode of convicting a
guilty man than to allow him to be
examined and cross-examined by
learned counsel. He ventured further
to assert that it was unjust to an
innocent man to deny bim the right
to purge himself on oath from a grave
crime of which he might be accused,
because a guilty man might add per-
jury to his other offences. Again,
they were aware that the enforced
silence of the prisoner was used fre-
quently by counsel as a plea on his
bebalf. Hon. gentlemen connected
with the legal profession knew that
if they had nothing better to
say fbr their client they could
appeal to the jury to believo that if
the man's mouth were not closed he
might say somothing that would bring
about his acquittal and justification.
le believed, however, the chief reason
why this reform had not been adopted
earlier was due to that sort of British
conservatism which was inherent in
all our institutions, and which made
us very slow to adopt anything in the
nature of a change. There was also a
dread arising from the fear of intro-
ducing anything like the continental
system, the system which in France
and some other continental countries
placed the unfortunate person accused
with crime on a sort of moral rack in
order that the Court mýght extract
from him some admissions of guilt, but
he thought such a fear on our part
might be dispelled when we rememi-
bered the wide difference there was
between our judicial system and those
of the countries to which be had
referred. There, when proceeding
by indictment, the Court practicallY
began the inquiry by assuming the
guilt of the prisoner, whereas, under
our system, innocence was always
assumed until guilt had beon actually
proved. Should the Bill which was
now before the House go further, it
might be possible to add some clauses
which would effectually restrain any
Court from exercising its power of
examination to an extent unjust to the
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prisoner. He would venture to submit
to the Hlouse some extracts taken from
the proceedings of the meetings of the
Social Science Association which were
always attended by many very able
lawyers, some of whose observations
embodied not simply a statement of
opinion but aiso an argument in favour
of the views he beld. At the meeting
of the Association in 1874, Mr. Sheriff
Dickson read a paper in wbich he used
the following language:-

"In most criminal cases, as in all cases
of personal injury, theft, 'orgery, and other
frauds, there are really two parties-he who
iiffered from the crime and the accused.

At present, one of them, who in England pro-
eccutes and in Scotland bas usually promoted
the prosecution, is not only admissible but
is usually the chief witness, whereas the
other is excluded. In perhaps the majority
of charges of rape and criminal assaults the
rule operates with grievous injustice ; as the
fact Of the intercourse is often not disputed,
and the only question is whether it was
voluntary-upon which the woinan is under
the strongest motives to give talse evidence.
A lar re proportion of other assaults are the
sequel ofquarrels; yet the jury are allowed
to hear only one of the disputants, who, froin
having suffered in the fray, often feels bitter
animosity to the accused, whose evidence,
not likely to be more biassed, and equally
necessary for a full and fair investigation, is
madmissible. The rule operates even more
unjustly and unfairly in charges of perjury,
especially where the evidence to which it
applies bas been given against one accused
on a criminal charge. In that case one
of the parties lias been exanined and
the other excluded; but in the prosecution
for perjury their positions are reversed. Or
the case is quite possible of a civil suit, in
which the grounds of action or defence
nvolve a criminal charge, such as forgery,

in which both the alleged forger and his
accuser may be examined. This nay be
followed by the prosecution of the one party
for forgery, in which the other alone is
admissible. The jury may find him not
guilty, and the third scene may be enacted
of perjury against the witness on the former
criminal trial, in which he is excluded in his
turn, and his indefatigable and exasperated
adversary bas the field to himself. This state
of things vould have occurred in the recent
Tichborne trial if the Claimant had been
acquitted and had prosecuted Lady Doughty
for perjury. In the civil trial both of tnem
gave evidence at full length. In the onecriminal trial, only the one, and in the other
OnIY the other could have been examined at

. Scrjeant Pulling, also a high author-
y, in another paper eniorced a

sunilar view of the subject. So long
ago as I60 Mr. John Pitt Taylor, a
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gentleman well known and respected
in the legal profession, laid down the
proposition

"(1.) That in all judicial investigations
theobject to be attained is the discovery of
the truth, a1d no species of evidence ought
to be excluded which can materially aid in
that discovery ; (2) the rules of evidence
ought, so far as is practicable, to be the
same in civil and in criminal proceedings."

Mr. Taylor afterwards proceeded in a
very sustained argument to advocate
the admission of prisoners as witnesses
in their own behalf. Right Hon.
Joseph Napier, a most distinguished
Irish lawyer, addressing the Social
Science Association, in 1861, referring
to this subject, said :

" There are cases in which no one but the
accused could expose the falsity of the accu-
sation, and there are cases also in which the
accusation would not have been made, per-
haps not even contemplated, but for the very
rule whicl may scr'een~it frio exposure. The
accusation indeed shouild always be sustain-
ed by independent evidence, but for this very
reason it should be open to the accused to
meet such evidence by his account of what
he alone may be able to testify : and, more-
over, as whatever the accused may state
would naturally be received with jealous
suspicion, he should be allowed to submit hie
testimony to cross-examination, that its value
may be tested."

The Right Hon. Russell Gurney,
in the speech to which he had already
referred, alluded to the experience he
had acquired during two years
residence in the United States. His
statement on the authority of Chief
Justice Appleton of Maine, and the
Attorney of the United States District
Court of New York, was that it would
be considered the ends of justice could
not be served by anything short of the
admission of the accused to give evi-
dence. But we had some experience
in our own country to guide us to a
right conclusion in this matter. He
remembered the hon. and learned gen-
tleman, the late member for Cardwell,
speaking a year ago of his experience
with reference to the measure to
enable plaintiffs and defendants
to give evidence in civil suits. Mr.
Cameron remarked that a Bill which
he introduced in the first instance
was, shortly after it had been
passed, repealed, but after the lapse
of a few years was again intro-
duced and beame law, and its oper-
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ation since that time had given univer-
sal satisfaction. He did not mean to
assert that there were not cases in
which perjury was committed, for per-
jury had been too often committed under
all systems, but ou the whole, the ends
of justice had been botter served by
admitting the plaintiff and defen-
dant to give evidence, although until
a very recent period a strong prejudice
adverse to the practice had existed.
There were also many cases of persons
charged with serious offences, which,
if not technically criminal, were at-
tended, on conviction, with severe
penalties, who were admitted to give
evidence on their own behalf, such as
prosecutions under the local liquor
laws, revenue prosecutions, and elec-
tion trials; and some hon. members in
the House owed their seats and their
escape from being disqualified to the
fact that they were allowed to enter
the witness box, and, by a frank.
straightforward and faithful statem.ent,
explain the circumstances which ap-
peared to press most hardly against
thern. Before Parliamentary Com-
mittees of enquiry, and Royal Com-
mnissions, as well as in the cases he had
mentioned, the penalty attached to a
decision adverse to the persons charged
was of a character quite as serious to
them as was the punishment of im-
prisonment to a great many who were
brought before the Criminal Courts;
and, if mon under those circumstances
could be relied upon to tell the truth,
.and wcre not likely to commit perjury,
he did not think it should be assumed
too hastily that members of other
,classes, who were charged with offences
that were in law held to be criminal,
would be more likely to yield to the
temptation to commit perjury. There
were numerous cases in which,
even supposing that the amend-
ment to the law were not made
.as complote as he had ventured to
suggest, it might be possible that
the experiment might be advantage-
ously tried; such for example as prose-
cutions for fraud, false pretences,
embezzlement and all cases involving
questions of account. He remembered
the late member for Cardwell, while
ho disapproved of the proposed amend-
ment of the law and expressed the
opinion that the time had not come for

Mr. Dymoj».

its adoption, pointing out that the
change proposed might be approached
gradually by some such partial ainend-
monts as ho (Mr. Dymond) had just
referred to. The only other point to
which he would allude related to an
expression which fell from him a vear-
ago, which had been commented upoI
at the time by some of his legalfriends
in the House and which appeared to
have excited, if not irritation, at al[
events a little concern in their minds,
That was, that ho thought the adoption
of the system would be conducive to a
higher tone of morality in criminal
proceedings. There was no member of
the Ilouse, lawyer or layman, who had
a higher opinion of the character of
the bar than he entertained, and he
would be grieved if anything he had
said implied thatvmembers of the legal
profession did not occupy in that
respect not only a respectable but
a most exalted position. By admit-
ting persons charged with crime to give
evidence, al] temptation on the pirt of
those entrusted with their defence to
set up theories which might not be
founded upon truth was removed. He
thought that in many instances coun-
sel would feel themselves constiained
to adopt a different style of defence
if they knew that they would rest the
foundation of their defence upon the
testimony of the person accused. le
was aware that in Canada legal gentle-
men did not usually follow what was
called criminal law practice exclu-
sively ; it came to them in common with
other branches of their profession and

-probably they did not enter so comn-
pletely into the spirit of that business
as those in Great Britain who devoted
themselves almost exclusively to it.
But he ventured to assert, from a pretty
long observation in years past of crin-
inal procedure in the mother coultry,
that the system of defence adopted did
not exercise an elevating influence
upon the minds of counsel. It Ws l

that sense, and in that only, that he
ventured to make the remark which he
did on a former occasion. He believed,
in conclusion, that the proposition he
had the honour to submit to the
House would, if adopted, conduce tO
an improvement in the administration
of justiee and be more fair to those Per-
sons who unfortunately stood in the

Law Amendmnent Bill.(COMMO-NS.]



[MARci 8, 1877.] Law Amendment Bill. 579

position of being charged with crimes
against the law.

Mr. CAMERON said he did not
think the hon. member for North York
-need bave apologised as a layman for
introducing this important subject to
the House. The hon. gentleman had
shown an amount of research and care-
ful consideration of the subject which
no lawyer could bave exceeded. At
the same time, it was not to be expect-
ed that the hon. member, or any
other layman, could have that practical
experience of the working of altera-
tions of the law, such as proposed,
which those engaged continually in
practice in the Courts necessarily
acquired. The hon. gentleman had
quoted some authorities in favour of
the proposed alteration. Mr. Russell
Gurney, however, was the only one
out of eight or ten distinguished law-
yers who spoke on Mr. Ashley's Bill in
the English House of Commons, who
favoured the principle of the measure.
The Attorney-General opposed it with
great vehemence, as did also Sergeant
Simon, Mr. Knatchbull Hugessen, and
others. This was sufficient to show
that the general current of legal
opinion, at any rate in 1874, when the
Bill was introduced, was strongly and
overwhelmingly against the proposed
alteration in the law; indeed, so strong
was the opinion in the House, that Mr.
Ashley withdrew the Bill. After this
discussion had proceeded for a short
time, the hon. member for North York
would find that the samo state of
things existed here. When we began
to make any alteration in the law, it
should first be considered whether an
evil existed of a character which re-
quired redress. The practical experi-
ence of Judges and counsel certainly
did not lead to the conclusion that any
such evil existed which required the
p)roposed amendment. In the words
of one of the hon. gentlemen who
spoke in the debate in the English
Hlouse, "lhe never knew a case where
mnocence had suffered, or justice had
been defeated for the want of this
proposed alteration of the law." He
thought the legal gentlemen of the
.louse, who had liad much experience

<riminal trials, would probably
echo these words. For himself, he
could certainly endorse them, as in

37½

his own experience he had never Feen
a case in which, through the absence
of a rule allowing the accused to
testify in bis own behalf, an innocent
man had been found guilty, or a
guilty man acquitted. There were
two points to be considered, whether
the alteration of the law was required
for the purpose of acquitting the
innocent, or of convicting the guilty,
or for both purposes. In regard to
convicting the guilty, a very strong
argument used against the amend-
ment was that it was striking at one
of the fundamental principles of the
English law, thnt a man should be pre-
sumed innocent until proved guilty.
If the measure was adopted, it would
have the effect of shifting the pre-
sumption-the accused would have to
prove himself innocent before he was
proved to be guilty. But it was
claimed that this was only a permis-
sive act, and that a prisoner could not
be compelled to give evidence. What
would be the practical effect of that ?
Every jury would convict and every
Judge agree with the conviction, if a
man, who had the right to testify in
bis own behalf, did not avail himself
of the privilege. During the debate
in the English House, it was sug-
gested that that difficulty might be
obviated by inserting a clause pro-
viding that neither Judge nor counsel
should call attention in any way to
the fact that the accused had not ten-
dered his evidence. Such a provision
would amoant to nothing. The jury
would know that the man eould be-
come a witness if he chose and
could have pledged the value of his
oath, whatever it might amount to,
and the conclusion would be formed
that, if he did not say on bis oath ho
was innocent, be was guilty. Another
objection was that the Bill would intro-
duce a temptation to commit what was
termed the heinous crime of perjury-
in many cases a much more serious
crime, or in no case could it be a less
serious moral crime, than any crime
of which the prisoner aceused could be
charged. There would be a great
temptation to a man to go into the
witness box and swear he was inno-
cent even if he were guilty. Then he
much questioned whether the Bill
would have the effect of protecting
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the innocent. They should bear i
mind that, when once the accused ha
tendered his evidence, he would neces
sarily be subjected to a rigid cross
examination by the counsel for thi
Crown, and it was just likely that ai
innocent man inder such an ordeal
conducted by an acute and experience
lawyer, would become confused-espe
cially if he were a man of simple char
acter-and so create the impression
that he was guilty. In this way
therefore, the protection to the inno
cent would not be so great as it woulc
be to a guilty person who possessec
the bold effrontery and hardened con-
science that would enable him to stand
unmoved through a severe cross-exami.
nation. But the strongest argument
that could be used against the Bill
was that there was no general feeling
that such an alteration of the law was
necessary. In the absence of such
a sentiment it would be better
to leave well alone. There was also
another objection to the Bill. It would
tend to produce unseemly controversies
at times between the Judge and the
accused, because, if cross-examination
were allowed, on many occasions it
would become the duty of the Judge to
flatly contradict -the accused and to
engage in discussions of a character to
which we had not been accustomed.
The Bill would also be introducing the
inquisitorial German and French
system, whereby the accused was often
coerced into a confession of guilt; per-
haps lie might not be guilty of the
offence, but would be actually driven
into the confession. Under the Ger-
man system, the accused was examined
privately by the Judge and obliged to
give an account of every event of his
life, which was scarcely fair or just to
the prisoner. As one member of the
English House of Commons had said,
to adopt the measure would be return-
ing to the practice of the dark ages in
England. The difference between the
Bill of the hon. member for North
York and that of Mr. Ashley was that
the latter admitted a clause providing
that wives and husbands could res-

ively give evidence for themselves.
The propriety of making that change
was discussed by a member of the
English louse wlio wasopposed to the
general principle of Mr. e 's Bill.

Mr. CaIoeAO.

n The hon. member for North Yrko
d seemed to think that step should not be
- taken, but there could be no question

that, if any change in this
e direction were desirable, the privi.
i lege should be extended to wives
, and husbands. He would suggest
d to his hon. friend that there was no

great feeling in favour of the Bill, or
that, at any rate, the time was not ripe

i for such alteration of the law, as ex-
perience did not teach that any great
hardship resulted from the existing

1 law.
Mr. BROOKS said he had listened

with great attention to the remarks of
the hon. member for North York as
well as those of the hon. gentleman
who had just spoken. The former need
hardly have apologised for bringing
the matter forward, as the research
and study he bad bestowed upon it had
eminently qualified him, as a layman,
for the investigation and discussion of
the measure. It had been properly
said that the proposed change was
more of an abstract than a practical
question. In our criminal practice
there had not been shown any neces-
sity for the measure ; no case in
Canada had been cited in which
an innocent man had been punished
or a guilty man acquitted owing
to the absence of any such pro-
vision in the law. There was now a
Bill in the English House of Comions
similar to the one introduced a few
years ago, the provisions of which were
much more extensive than that intro-
duced by the hon. member for North
York. The former not only extended
the privilege to persons charged with
felony and misdemeanour, but allowed
wives and husbands to testify and also
gave the same right to parties jointly
charged with such crimes. When two
or more parties were accused, they
could be examined in behalf of each
other, and no comment was allowed by
counsel on the fact that a man had not
availed himself of the right to give evi-
dence. He fully agreed with what had
been said about the practical result
being that a prisoner charged with a
crime would have his silence taken as

resumptive evidence against him.
_ot only that, but the prisoner would
be placed in a terrible temptation, of
an almost irresistible nature,tO COOth
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crjury. One of the provisions of the
1il was to the effect that the prisoner

so committing perjury laid himself
open to punishment. The law then

placed the prisoner under a terrible
temptation to commit perjury, and in-
deed almost drove him to commit per-
jury, and then punished him for doing
what he could hardly help under the
circumstances. There was no pressing
necessity forthe Bill, and, as we had
introduced the English Criminal Law
mto Canada, it would be much better
to wait until the experiment was tried
in England. At present the English
ýGovernment were discussing the mat-
ter, and perhaps the amendment would
be introduced. If so, Canada could see
how it worked, and if it were satisfac-
tory it could be also introduced here.
He was glad that the subject had been
brought up for discussion, as it was one
that ought to be brought under the
consideration of the public and the
profession.

Mr. DEVEBER said he failed to see
anything in the arguments used by the
professional men against the passage
of the Bill. He hoped the principle of
the Bill would be conceded.

Mr. GUTHRIE said ho was inclined
to think that the day had come when
the change should be adopted. At
first, the proposal to allow defendants
in civil suits to give evidence had met
with miuch opposition, but after several
attemnpts the law was passed. It had
been successful in elucidating the truth,
and in criminal cases it would not tend
to perjury any more than in civil cases.
There was a universal opinion that the
change was beneficial. In many cases,
as in those of assaults of more or less
iggravated character, the prosecutor
was influenced by malicious motives,
and, being able to give evidence, placed
the accused in a position of very great
disadvantage. However, he would
prefer to adopt the course proposed by
the member for North 'Victoria, and
defer further consideration of the
natter until we had the advantage of
legislation on the same subject by the
Imperial Parliament. He gave the
lnmber for North York credit for

having introduced this motion, and for
the able manner in which it had been
-set forth.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said he had
been at first prejudiced against the Bill,
but he now thought that its passage
was advisable. He would refer to a
circumstance which had occurred some
time ago at Aylmer. Four persons
were arrested for assault, when, as
afterwards proved, only two were really
guilty. There was only one witness
of the affair, and on his evidence the
Grand Jury returned a true bill
against the four. They severed in their
defence, however, and the two who
were innocent were acquitted. If the
four had been tried without severance
in defence, they would probably have
been all convicted. The great objec-
tion advanced against the Bill was that
such a law would provide a great incen-
tive to perjury, and this was certainly
a very strong argument. But from a
moral point of view, the prisoner,
who pleaded not guilty when ho
was guilty, was equally guilty of
perjury. It was true that such a
Iaw would be an innovation in the
criminal law of this country, but this
would not be the case as far as the
civil law was concerned; and it was
universally admitted that the practice
of allowing a defendant to give evi-
dence in civil cases had proved very
beneficial. On the assumption that the
refusal of a prisoner to avail himself of
such a privilege would be considered,
as it were, primd facie evidence of guilt,
lie was 'enot inclined to place much
dependence; because such testimony
would not be 'received until the
defence was concluded, and if
the Crown had not succeeded in
establishing the charge brought,
there would be no necessity for a
prisoner to enter the witness box.
In any event, the prisoner could not
be placed in a worse position than he at
present occupied. Besides, if a prisoner
doclined to give evidence in his own
behalf, this fact ought not to militate
against him, as the jury was sworn to
base their verdict on the evidence sub-
mitted ; and, if they formed an opin-
ion unfavourable to the accused, morely
because ho did not give evidence, they
would disregard the solemnity of their
oath.

Mr. DESJARDINS said he did not
think the proposed change would be
beneficial, especially as it would prove
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a great incentive to perjury. A pris-
oner might also have peculiar reasons
for not wishing to give evidence, and
his silence would be construed into an
admission of guilt.

Mr. KERR said he did not rise to
express bis views upon the question at
any length, but rather to state that he
was in synpathy very largely with the
views of hon. members who had spoken
against the proposition before the
louse. But, while he made that state-

ment, he did not think he would be
just to the hon. member who had
brought the question before the House
did he fail to express his high appreci-
ation of the very full and able manner
in whicli he had submitted that propo-
sition. It was another lesson to him,
as he believed it would be to other
members, that on no question, however
strongly their minds might be pre-
judiced in favour of a certain view,
should they too fully make up their
minds until they had heard all that
could be said on both sides. He ad-
mired the pluck of the hon. memiber
for North York who, had dared to rise
and express views on that important
subject with which a large portion of
the House might not be in sympathy,
and it was perhaps well that it fell to
the lot of the hon. member to bring
the subject before the louse. But
while he made that declaration, he
was iot in favour of the measure which
was proposed for their consideration.
le shrank from the very thought
of too frequently interfering with
our laws, more especially with the
criminal laws of the country. They
were a rich inheritance from the
mother country, and it appeared to
him that it would be prudent on the
part of the Canadian Parliament to
follow in the tracks made by the
mother country leading the way. The
present Bill appeared to be brought
forward in the interest of the accused.
So far as bis experience and observation
went, he did not think that practically
it would be favourable to that mnterest,
but would prove rather to the detri-
ment than to the advantage of the
accused. He was confident that, in
nine cases out of every ten, there
would either be perjury committed, or,
in the eventof the accused not coming
forward and giving evidence, the im-

Mr. DESJARDINS.

pression would be created that be was
guilty of the crime with which he was
charged Although previous speakers
lad expressed their convictions that
the law, as it at present stood in regard
to civil cases, making the parties to an
action or suit competent witnesses in
his or her own behalf, had worked
satisfactorily, there was no doubt
of this unfortunate fact that one Of
the evils resulting from the law had
had been the multiplication of cases of
perjury. It was by no means a practice
uponwhich all were united, but it was
rather one upon which there was great
room for difference of opinion, and on
which great difference of opinion
existed at the present time. But, if
there was temptation for a man to
commit perjury in civil suits where
there was nothing beyond property
involved, how much greater would be
the temptation when both character
and liberty might be involved. The
time had not come when the House
should adopt such legislation as was
proposed. le was aware that tie theo-
ries and speculations of to-day, in this
age particularly, became the results of
to-morrow; but in a matter of that im-
portance Parliament should hasten
slowly, and await the fuller discus-
sion which would be given to the
question in the Imperial flouse of
Commons, and, as it should finally be
decided there, so might this flouse
decide in like manner. He, therefore,
submitted that the question with many
others of a similar character should be
handed over to the serious and careful
consideration of the bon. the Minister
of Justice, who mnust of necessity be
held responsible in an especial inanner
for the criminal laws of the Dominion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALID said it
would be desirable that on such an im-
portant question the House should
learn the views of the hon. the Minis-
ter of Justice.

Mr. BLAKE said he was obliged to
state to his hon. friend the member for
North York (Mr. Dymond), who had
introduced the measure, that he was
not in a position to recommcnd to the
House the second reading of the Bil at
this time. He thought the discussiOl
of that evening would have convilce
bis hon. friend that the measure Was
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not ripe, even in the opinion of those
who thought it would be in a reform,
to be plaeed on the Statute-book. It
was no doubt a very important ques-
tion. The object they had in view in
providing for the trial of issues,
whether they involved questions of
property or questions of personal
liberty, was neither to provide
for the escape nor for the convic-
tion of either party, but to provide for
the ascertainment of the truth by
endeavouring to get at the bottoin of
tLe facts which were in controversy
between the parties. For many years
it was insisted that the temptations to
commit perjury were so great that it
would be wrong on two grounds to
permit persons being parties to the
case to givo evidence: first, on the
ground that they ought not to be
exposed to the temptation to commit
perjury, which would be inevitable;
and second, because they would com-
luit perijury so constantly that the
investigation of the truth would be
rather retarded than advanced by
they being called as witnesses. As
the hon. momber for North York had
s-tated, the earliest attempt to intro-
luce the system into Canada had an
ignominious ending. The Bill became
law one Session, and, if he rigbtly
remembered, it was repealed the very
next Session; at all events it certainly
did not live through two Sessions, and
that was in consequence of the very
-trong opposition given to it by many

o.the Judges, their views 'precon-
eeived and, as they believed, supported
by the short experience of the oper-
ation of the law being that it would
lot conduce to the administration of
lstice in most cases. After an inter-
val of many years in Ontario that
same measure became law. Although
the hon. member for Northumberland
(Mr. Kerr) had declared there was a
vast difference of opinion as to the
working of the law, and he (Mr. Blake)
admitted there was some difference of
opinion regarding it, ho did not
esteem that difference as general as
did the hon. member. His view wasthat the opinion in favour of the lawenormously preponderated over the
adverse Opinion. His own conviction,drawn from a tolerably wide exper-
ience of the application of the law,

vas that it had been found exceeding-
ly useful in attaining the object of all
trials, namely, arriving at the truth.
There were cases, however, occurring
every day in civil matters, in which
the interests in regard to property
and still stronger the excitement oc-
casioned by hostile feelings, particular-
ly in suits between relatives, were
so great that the temptations to com-
mit perjury were very great, but, not-
withstanding that fact, the operation
of the law had been as lie had
stated. With respect to criminal
cases, it was quite true that certain
circumstances arose which did not
arise, or did not arise in the same pro-
portion, in civil cases. The hon. mem-
ber for Hochelaga (Mir. Desjardins)
had stated one class of cases, fortun-
ately the rarest class, in which there
would be no peril to the criminal in com-
mitting perjury. It was true that, in
cases in which punishment was capital,
the terrors of human law were not suf-
ficient to deter the criminal, who was
standing on trial for his life or a term
of imprisonment for life, from commit-
ting perjury. But it would be a mis-
take to argue that he should form a
new law solely with regard to a class
of cases which was happily very
rare in Canada. Thousands of persons
were tried for crime during each year
and only, on an average, ten of
those were for the crime of
perjury. An objection which ap-
plied solely to that particular clas of
crime was not one which could be pro-
perly urged as applicable to the whole
range of judicial investigation into
criminal matters. The question whether
the proposed law would bear more
in favour of than against the prisoner,
was one in which there might be much
investigation. lis own impression was
that in practical operation there would
be, as a rule, an unfavourable impres-
sion created with regard to prisoners
who did not submit theinselves to ex-
aminations. It was a result regarding
which they need scarcely stop to reason,
but it was a resuilt which had been
found from experience in civil cases.
If such were the case, it followed that,
as a rule, prisoners would be obliged to
give evidence. The question thon
arose as to whether the law would
prove injurious in cases in which the
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aecused was innocent. luthe majority
oi cases it would not be to his injury,
but to bis advantage. le could con-
ceive of some cases-they had occurred
in bis own experience in civil suits-in
which an innocent man,owing to his
nervous habit. great excitement at the
time, or unhappy mode of giving testi-
mony, was placed rather at a disadvan-
tage than otherwise; but those cases
were so very few that,upon the whole,
the innocent party who was telling the
truth would be in a better position by
having an opportunity of giving evi-
dence. In criminal cases, however,
under the present law, following the
practice obtaining in England,thejury,
as a general rule, presumed that the
prisoner was innocent, which circum-
stance was not unfrequently skilfully
used by bis counsel, who suggested to
the jury what might have been said
if the prisoner had been allowed to
give evidence as a witness, and that
presumption, which was sometimes
strained, iwas, in bis opinion, quite as
great a security, though not as legiti-
mate an one, as the possibility of
giving his evidence. He thought the
general impression of those conversant
with criminal trials was that there
were very few cases indeed in which
innocent persons were convicted, and
such cases were so rare that they could
hardly be taken into account. His
belief was that the cases in which
guilty persons escaped preponderated
very much over those in which inno-
cent persons were convicted, and,
believing as he did, that the fear of
cross-exainination was such that the
story of the prisoner, if untrue, would
be demonstrated to be so, le thought
that this law could not be ealculated to
be in favour of the escape of the guilty,
though lie thought the existing securi-
ties for the innocent were as powerful
as, and perhaps more powerful, than
the protection obtained by the prisoner
telling his own story. Upon the whole,
he believed that the main difficulty in
the question was to be found in the
question of perjury, in the very great
temptation which already existed
in civil cases, and still more in crim-
inal cases, not to tell the truth.
He was satisfied that there was one
class of cases in which the accused
might be allowed to give evidence,

Mr. BLAKEL

namely, that of assaults between par-
ties to which there were no witnesses.
All those considerations left the ques-
tion in an exceedingly perplexing con.
dition, and his view was that public
opinion was not ripe for the introduction
of such a system as that proposed. If
there was a practical defect in the cri-
minal law, it was rather that the guilhv
escaped than that the innocent weïe
convicted. That being the state of
affairs, he thought Parliament could
wait for some time to come-although
he did not say that it should wait for
an Act to be passed in Great Britain in
order to produce a more logical state
of things in the Statute-book, and in
order to produce more efficient mear
of convicting the guilty-before the
couutry tried the measure to which the
hon. member for North York (Mr.
Dymond) proposed to commit the
House. He would therefore second the
view expressed that the order should
be discharged.

Mr. DYMOND said the arguments
of hon. members were more tavourable
to going beyond his proposal than to
stopping short of it, and to advocate the
examination of wives and husbands of
accused persons. He moved that the
order be discharged.

Order discharged and Bill withdrawn.

House adjourned at
Thirty min utes after

Ten o'clock.

HlOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 9th March, 1877.

The Speaker tbok the chair at Three
o'clock.

COAL OWNERS' PETITION COM
MITTEE.

NAME ADDED.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) moved
that the name of the hon. member for
Hants be added to the Commuittee s
pointed with reference to the Coal
Owners' petition.

Motion agreed to.
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NORTIIERN RAILWA, EN QUIRY.

COMMITTEE SELECTED.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved:
" That the House do now name the Coin-

Mittee ordered on the 5th Marci last to en-
qfuire into the iatters connected with the
Erthern Railway and Northern Extension

Railway."
Motion ayreed to.
Vote taken and the following Com-

mittee selected :-Messrs. Guthrie,
Archibald, Bertram, DeVeber, Cas-
grain, Killam, McCarthy, Palmer, and
13owell.

Mr. MACKENZI E moved:
That it is desirable that any witnesses

which are to be exanined by the Comnmittee
appointed to enquire into the allegations con-
tained in the report and evidence made and
obtained by the Commission of Enquiry into
lie affairs of the Northern Rai way Conpany

should be examnined inder oathi."
Motion agreed to.

DISMISSALS FROM OFFICE.

EXPLANATIONS AND REMARKS.

Mr. VAIL: I desire to say a few
words with reference to a personal
matter, for which, under the circurm-
stances, I hope the House will pardon
Me. It will be remembered that a few
days ago a debate took place in this
Ilouse on the question of the dismissal
from office of certain men in the county
rof Yictoria. Reference was then made
to a letter written by myself to the
mllember fbr Victoria, and that letter
Was produced and read in the House.
It was niarked " private and confiden-
tial ," but nevertheless I expressed my
Willingness to have it read here. I find
i a paper printed in Toronto-which
I understand to be the organ of the
OPPosition+,-freference made to this
letter, and there is printed what pur-
ports to be a perfect copy of it as to
both wording and spelling. I have
"fothing further to say with regard to
this Matter than this : I do not accuse
or charge the hon. member for Vic-
toria of having had any part what-ever in this transaction for which
other Persons are responsible, and I
desire, as I think is but fair, that this
letter should be laid on the table in
order that hon. nembe:s may have the
opportunity of examining it for them-

selves and of seeing whether it corres-
ponds with the printed letter.

Mr. TUPPER : I am equally relue-
tant to take up the time of the louse
with a personal matter, but I am quite
certain that the louse wili give me the
same opportunity that has been ex-
tended to the Minister of Militia. On
the occasion of the debate referred to,
the Minister of Customs stated that
the disrnissals to which reference was
made were made on the report of the
Inspector, and the Minister of Mititia
stated, in his place, that the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland ought not to
coinplain as the dismissals were made
on thle report of an Inspector appointed
by himself. I have now in my
hand a copy of the papers brought
down under order of the House by the
Minister of Custorns, and these papers
disclose the fact that no report was
received from any Inspector, and that
the only report upon which the Gov-
ernment took action were letters from
the two candidates against whom these
men had voted at the elections, Mr.
Ross, the Collector of Customs at
Halifax, and Mr. Tremain, a late mem-
ber of this House.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John): As this
matter has been brought up, I have
only to say that, when I made that
statement, I said "letters or a report."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: But
fron the InIspector.

Mr.BURPEE,: Icalled the attention
of the louse to the fact I have men-
tioned the same day, and when the
hon. member for Kingson made a
speech on another occasion, I again
repeated it. I then said that I was
not prepared to say precisely whether
it was done on letters or a report.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman stated that it was done
on letters or correspondence received
from the Inspector.

Mr. BLAKE: I understood the Min-
ister of Customs to say what he says
he did state, and not what the hon.
member for Kingston says he stated.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
following is from the Iansard
report:-

" Whatever action was taken in the nat-
ter was on the recomniendation of the
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Inspector - * * Mr. Campbell's dismissal
was recommended by the Inspector and con-
sented to by the gentleman himself, who
considered that bis services at his business
were worth a great deal more to him than
his salary as an official of the country."

My hon. friend did state this, and
he had no right to shelter himself
behind the Inspector.

Mr. BURPEE: I distinctly said
what I have stated.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI): There
is no doubt that you said it was done
on the report or letter of the Inspector.

Mr. iBURPEE: I called the atten-
tion of the hon. member for Kingston
to the matter at the time, and I re-
ferred to it the following day. I made
the statement I have mentioned in the
most distinct manner in my place in
the House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
Minister of Militia is reported in the
Kansarrd io have said:-

" My hon. friend has referred to another
matter in connection with the disinîssal of
Customs officials in the county of Victoria.
This I know nothing about; but I think he
is the last nember in this louse who should
condein it, after the Minister of Customs
had stated that, to the best of his recollec-
tion, thev were removed on the report of Mr.
Kerr, who, it is well known, was appointed
by the lion. gentleman hinself."

MA. McDONALD (Cape Breton): I
have a distinct recollection of the mat-
ter brought up-

Some HON. MEMBERS: Order.

Mr. McDONALD: I an not at al
surprised

Mr. SPEAKER: A question of order
has been raised. There is nothing
before the louse.

Mr. MITCHELL: I move the
adjournment of the House, in order
that the hon. gentleman may make his
statement.

Mr. McDONALD : I have a dis-
tinct recollection of what took place
when the hon. member for Victoria
brought this matter up. The Minister
of Customs then distinctly statel
that the dismissals were made on the
recommendation of the Inspector of
Customs for the Province of Nova
Scotia, but that ho had not had suffi-
Cient time to read the report.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALDL ]E.
actly.

Mr. McDONALD: That was dis.
tinctly stated ; but, when the question
came up the second time, the Minister
of Customs qualified that statement.

Mr. BLAKE: I understand it to be
the rule of the House that the state
ment of any hon. member as to what
he may have said during a debate
is to be accepted as conclusive.
I do not understand that this is suscep-
tible of contradiction at the hands of
any other hon. gentleman, and still
less certainly is it susceptible of con-
tradiction at the hands of reporters,
whether official or unofficial, for which
no member will allow himself to be held
responsible. I took occasion during
the debate on the Kansard to say that,
for my part, I would not be held re-
sponsible for what the reporters at
that table may make me say, any more
than I would hold myself responsible
for what the reporters in the gallery
might make me say, and I am sure I
would be very sorry to be held respon-
sible for that.

Mr. BOWELL said the hon. the
Minister of Customs stated that the
dismissal took place either on a letter
or a report received by him from tne
Inspector. The hon. gentleman had
failed to bring down those letters as
part of the documents which had been
laid before the House.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John): That is
another matter.

Mr. BOWELL said ho was quite
aware of that fact. The understanding
of the statement of the bon. the Minis-
ter of Castoms on this side of the
bouse was distinctly that given utter-
ance to by the bon. member for Cum-
berland. In almost every return he
had moved for himself ho had scarcely
ever received the ,information asked
for.

Mr. MASSON said ho could a'
another instance as to the incomlPlete
ness of the returns. He reterred 1
that relating to the Jesuits' Barracks.
He did not blame the hon the Pr.emier
for this, as ho did not think ho (Mr.
Mackenzie) intended to deceive the
House; but the House was deceived
nevertheless.
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mr. MACKENZIE: The House was
not dcceived.

Mr. MASSON said when he first
brought up the question ho was met by
the declaration of the hon. the Minister
of Public Works that the transfer of
the barracks could not be made because
there were technical difficulties in the
way. The return subsequently brought
down showed that, immediately after
the Session was over, the barracks was
transferred without any further corres-
pondence with the Local Government.
He again brought the matter up, and
it vas promised that the correspon-
dence should be laid before the
Ilouse. When it did corne down,
a letter of the 5th April was
wanting. When lie brought this
to the notice of the hon. the Minister
of Public Works, ie said there might
have been a mistake, and that it
existed in some other correspondence.
Ilowever, when that correspondence
caine down, the letter of the 5th April
was still wanting. He would say
openly and frankly that he did not
think the hon. the First Minister
wanted to deceive the House, but he
really believed that the hon. gentleman
had been deceived by somebody.

Mr. MACKENZIE : I am very
much obliged for the repeated at-
tempts of the hon. gentleman to cast
evil imputations on my statements, but
I throw back the imputation with the
utmost scorn with which it is capable
of being thrown back. I can only tell
the hon. gentleman that I do not care
what his opinion is, and J tell him
further that I made no statement at
the expense of any party. The state-
Inents Imade in reference to the mat-
ter I believed to be correct. The hon.
gentleman and those around him
endeavour. systematically and continu-
ally to give the worst possible inter-
pretation to anything said on this side
of the House.

Mr. MASSON: Was there any cor-
respondence going on ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: J do not intend
tO be catechised by the hon. gentle-

Mr. MITCHELL said bis object in
raking the motion was simply togive a young member of the

House who was sat upon whenever
opportunity offered the chance
to make a personal explanation.
It was better Io exercise a little
forbearance in such matters, and not
compel hon. members to make a for-
mal motion. The hon. the Premier
had said the Opposition deliberately
misrepresented him. He (Mr. Mitch-
ell) had never done so. As an inde-
pendent member, he had always consid-
ered the motives and dealt with the
measures of the hon. gentleman in a
fair, honourable and straightforward
manner; and he hoped the hou. gentle-
man would reconsider that statement.
He had no disposition to mnisrepresent
the hon. gentleman, nor had he ad any
experience of its being done.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT called attention
to the fact that the hon. member for
Victoria (N. S.) was now in his place,
and that the hon. the Minister of Militia
had moved that the letter should be
laid on the table of the House.

Mr. BOWELL asked if it would not
have been as well for the hon. the Min-
ister of Militia to have stated the fact
that the letter first appeared in a Hali-
fax paper. He vas not apologising
for any paper, but the evilent inten-
tion of the hon. gentleman was to cast
the whole odium of the publication of
the letter on a Toronto paper. The
hon. gentleman knew well that it first
appeared in a Halifax paper and had
been copied by the Toronto paper.

Mr. VAIL said the Halifax paper
had systematically abused him for sev-
eral years, but, when such a thing ap-
peared in a paper like the Mail, ho felt
compelled to bring the matter before
the bouse.

Mr. CAMPBELL said,when he asked
leave of the hon. the Minister of Militia
to refer to a cei tain paragraph in the
letter, he only read as little as he possi-
bly could for the purpose of substantiat-
ing the statements he had made. He
was not willing to make uste of the rest
of it until occasion required it. If he had
read it incorrectly, the hon. the Minis-
ter of Militia should have taken him
to task for it at the time. He did fnot
think he was now in a position to bring
that letter forward and expose the rest
of what the hon. gentleman said.
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Mr. BLAKE said he was sure that,
,on a moment's consideration, the hon.
member for Victoria would recall that
.statement. It was impossible that the
Jetter could have got into the hands of
repirters connected with the press,
save by its having feloniously abstract-
ed from its place of keeping, which he
did not believe possible; or by the
hon. member having.given it to some
one who had betrayed the trust, or by
his having given it to the reporters to
publish. The hon. gentleman was at any
rate responsible for its publication; he
had allowed a forged impression of it
to be circulated through the length and
breadth of the land for the purpose of
.disgracing a public man. On reflection
the hon. gentleman would be disposed
to produce the letter for inspection,
but, if he did not, the House would no
Adoubt declare it was his duty to do so.

Mr. CAMPBELL said he had read a
portion of the hon. the Minister of
Militia's letter, and, if he had misrepre-
.sented anything in it, it would appear
in the ifansard.

Mr. MACKENZIE said, if the re-
porters took the spelling down, he did
mot know what they would do for the
bon. gentleman's pronunciation.

Mr. CAMPBELL said he would say
.candidly that the spelling of the pub-
lished letter was not according to the
.origi nal.

Mr. BLAKE: Then I understand
the hon. gentleman to say that the
spelling in the newspaper is not the
.ame as in the letter?

Mr. CAMPBELL: Yes; it is not ex-
.actly the same.

Motion, with leave of the House,
.ithdrawn.

ROCKWOOD ASYLUM TRANSFER
BILL.-BILL No. 40.]

(Mr. Blake.)

TIURD READING.

Amendments made in Committee of
ýthe Whole to Bill (No. 40) Respecting
tlhe transfer of Rockwood Asylum to
the Province of Untario, and to amend
the Penitentiary Act of 1875, read the
.second time and agreed to.

Bill read the third tine and passed.
Mr. CAMPBELL.

SUPREME AND EXCHEQUER
COURTS ACT AMENDMNT

BILL.-[BILL No. 64.]

(Mr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the second time.
House resolved itself into a Com-

mittee of the Whole on the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported, read the third time and

passed.

WAYS AND MEANS-CONCUR-
RENCE-THE TARIFF.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming adjourned debate
on the proposed motion of Mr.
Cartwright for the second reading of
Resolution 1, reported from the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, the motion
of Sir John A. Macdonald in amend-
ment thereto, and the motion of Mr.
Wood in amendment to the proposed
amendment, read.

Mr. B LAIN said he did not think he
would be able to consider the question
as fully as he intended when he moved
the adjournment of the debate; but he
would lay before the House the reasons
for giving the vote which he intended
to give. le did not su ppose it was a
secret to the louse that he had always
advocated protection. ie was a con-
sistent advocate of protection long
before he had the honour of having a
seat in the House, and his convictions
were so sincere upon that subject that
he confessed it made hin full of
indignation when the question was nOt
dealt with as he thought , t
ought to be. He woulid polnt
to the two amendments to show
wherein he differed from themi;
but, before doing so, he tholght
it desirable that some of the questions
that had been raised during the debate
should be reviewed. The first wasthe
great bug-bear called free trade--a
thing that had a name, but had not au
existence. There was no country under
Heaven where there was free trade.
There was no country of which he had

Busines.[COMILONS.]



The Tari. 589,

any knowledge-except those so sunk
in barbarism that they had nothing to
trade-but what adopted the principle
of collecting, at any rate, the expenses
of the Government from the Customs.
It was unfortunafe that hon. members
read visionary and dreamy works
on the subject and took them as
authorities, the same as some people
took romances as facts. The members
of the Ilouse ought to be practical mon,
and deal with the great national inter-
ests from a practical standpoint; and
they ought not to be misled by the
dreams of men who endeavoured to put
upon paper a system which never had
been in force. It struck him that, when
hon. members talked of putting these
systemis into operation, it was like a
shoemaker who made the foot fit the
shoe. The policy of" let alone" was a
most pernicious one, applied to such a
country as Canada, wh ere we had a
hard struggle with other countries,
where we had such a wide territory,
such long distances, and wl ere we
were in many other ways so unevenly
matched against the nations of the
earth. The doctrine was as old as the
hills. It was a doctrine which was
preached by the slaves that sat by
the flesh-pots of Egypt over 3,000
years ago; in Christ's time it was
the doctrine of the devils ;
and in Louis XIV's time it was the
doctrine of legalized plunderers. He
did not know, in the history of that
energetic and heroie people, the French,
any period, not even that following the
battle of Waterloo, in which the na-
tional forces were so exhausted as
during the reign of Louis XIV. The
men who were legalized in order to
Plunder, when asked what could be
done for them, said: "Nothing; let us
alone." There was not a robber or
thief in this country but preached the
same doctrine. This pernicious doc-
trine had driven the peasants in the
land Of his forefathers from their homes
and had scattered them to the four
winds of heaven, and had left theirhabitations a desolate and solitary
abode for "his lordship's " deer. Seeingthat he entertained that view with re-
ference to the great doctrine of letting

theryt alone, he had no hesita-
lu saying that his opinions were

lyfimy settled upon the neesity

of adopting a policy that would afford
some protection to the industry of this
country. When Le came to look at
the position in which the two great
parties in this country were placed as
regarded this question, he found that
it was the doctrine of the present Ad-
ministration,and also of the Opposition,
not that we should have free trade, for
that did not exist, not that we should
have protection, for that had not been
claimed by the right hon. the mover of
the amendment, but that we should
have a tarif for revenue purposes. One
could see that, under that principle of
raismng our revenue, the first considera-
tion was the question of revenue, and
the second consideration the question of
protecting our industries. It did not
necessarily follow that the industries of
the country must be considered in
connection with the tariff. The hon.
the leader of the Government talked
free trade and put on additional duties;
the right -bon. member for Kingston
talked protection, and, when he bad the
power, he reduced the duties. He
noticed that the right hon. member
laughed. But he (Mr. Blain) was a
member of a deputation which waited
upon the right hon, gentleman to urge
against the reduction of the duty on
manufactured tobacco. There were at
that time seven tobacco factories in
Toronto, and it was pointed out that, if
the duty were taken off, there would
not be a factory existing in Toronto in
six months. And so it turned out.
The right hon. gentleman refused to
accede to the representations of the
deputation, and in six months there
was only one tobacco manufactory in
Toronto, and that was for the manu-
facture of black tobacco for the back-
woodsmen; and hundreds of people
were thrown out of employment, many
of whom left the country and went tom
the United States. The right hon.
gentleman still declared that he was a
Free-trader-he even did this in the
speech in which he introduced his
amendment. lie (Mr. Blain) had come
to the conclusion that it was not a
.question of protection or free trade
with the right hon. gentleman, but of
so agitating the publie mind that
he would again be enabled to occupy
the Treasury benches. If the
views of the hon. member for Hamilton
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(Mr. Wood) were not thorough and
honest on the subject, there might be
a doubt expressed also respecting his
a nendment, as it had only a partial
nippearance. The first part of the right
hon. gentleman's resolution asked the
Il ouse to express regret at the finan-
,cial policy submitted by the Govern-
ment increasing the burden of taxation
uni the people without any compensat-
ing advantage to Canadian industries.
There was this to say about that mat-
ter: While ho (Mr. Blain) did not
agree with the manner in which the
reveiue was raised, yet, with that ex-
ception, there could be no hesitation in
saying that the finances of this country
had been ably managed. He was not
p9repared to vote for the amendment,
being coupled as it was with a censure
upon the Grovernment. The second
part of the resolution said that the
deficiency in the revenue should be met
by a diminution of expenses, aided by
such a re-distribution of the tariff as
would benefit and foster the agricul-
tural, mining and manufacturing inter-
ksts of the Dominion. These words
" agricultural, mining and manufac-
turing interests " seemed to take men's
ears. If his hon. friend the Minister of
iPublic Works were to strike out of the
supplies, from the capital account,
$2,000,000, it would simply mean
that the tariff should be re-distributed
so that the duties should be lower.
The right hon. member for iingston
had brought before the Hlouse a pro-
position which ho wanted hon. mem-
bers to think would meet the require-
ments of the country-that the tariff
should be readjusted in order that the
small deficiency would be made up.
There was considerable force in what
had been said that, at this time, when
the industries of the country were
.depressed, it would be intinitely wiser
that the enterprises of the country
should not be deranged by a reorgan-
ization of the tariff, but that they
should endeavour to surinount the
difficulty in some other way, for it
was coieded that it was temporary.
The right hon. gentleman had tacked
to a general censure of the Govern-
ment this expression, which sounded
well: "As will benefit and foster the
Agricultural, mining and manufactur-
ing interests of the Domininn." But

Mr. BLAIN.

there was no principle in the amend
ment. After the great speeches heard
last summer all over the country, this
was a most miserable attempt to im-
pose on those who had honest con.
victions on that subject. It was
matter for astonishment that, after the
mountain had laboured, they should
have such an amendment-an ill-condi-
tioned mongrel instead of a thorough-
bred; a thingill-shapedin every possible
way,-that the right hon. gentleman
should ask the House to accept it as
the measure promised, and that he
should send it out to the people and
ask them to believe he was in earnest,
or that anybody could be in earnesi
who submitted such a motion. It seemel
quite clear that the right hon. gentle-
man intended to put a miserable pro-
position before the House. It was not
thir to deal with the people and with
Parliament in that manner, and such
men as the hon. member for Hamilton
and himself, who had honest convic-
tions. Let the right hon. gentleman
come forward with a resolution broad-
ly and plaiily declaring that the
entire financial policy of the country
should be based upon the broad princi-
ple of protection, and then they would
believe in his honest convictions On
that subject. He did not hesitate to
say that, while he had always been a
Protectionist, he could not vote for the
amendment of the right hon. member
for Kingston; he must vote against it.
The next question which fair]y came UP
was that of protection itself. He had en-
deavored to show to the House that we
had no free trade, that there was 110

such thing as free trade anywhere in
the world; he knew he was correct i'
that view, and' he challenged any one
to controvert the statement. There
was nowhere unrestricted free trade,
nor was any nation in a position to
enforce strictly free trade. fie had
shown that the policy of the Liberals
and Conservatives had always been,
and he believed was at the preseDt
time, that the revenue should be raised
under a tariff. If such were the case,
he could not conceive in what way
there could be any material distinction
in principle between the two parties.
While there might be a cry raised by
one party, and gentlemen might fivd
that it strengthened their hands, there
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was no wide difference between the
parties. There was, however, a very
considerable number of hon. members
who had honest convictions on this
matter altogether outside of the ques-
tion of tariff, who were anxious to
adopt a system of legislation which
would aid in promoting the interests
of the country, laying down and affirm-
ing the principle, as far as it was pos-
sible to affirm it, that we should attend
to our own people and industries, that
we should endeavour to prevent this
country from being kept in a chronic
state of crisis by being trou bled with the
flictuating condition of the markets of

the world; that we should seek to keep
the people within our own territory
by mranufacturing everything we could
manufacture in this country for our
own people, so that the producer and
consumer might be placed side by side,
so that everything required by our own

people night be produced by them,
whereby we would save the enormous
cost of carrying our raw material to
foreign markets and the freight of its
return as manufactured goods. There
was one extreme of frce trade, the mid-
die course of a revenue tariff, and the
third course, that of protection which
was outside of the tariff altogether,
which must be taken into account
when they considered the industries of
the country and not the revenue, al-
though the one night be somewhat
connected with the other. They heard
an everlasting shout about incidental
protection. It was an incidental fraud,
for there was no such thing ; what
was so called simply arose from the
fact that the country had to raise a
revenue under the tariff, and some
branch of industry received an
advantage from it. The tariff was rot
to be credited with that-it was a
mere accident. What he and many
others desired was that the country
should go outside of the revenue and
cone fairly to the Protectionist view.
Under' these circumstances he Iblt it to
be his duty to N ote against both
amendments, and he hoped every hon.
muember supporting the Government
would fot view the subject in any other
way. If the question had arisen upon a
wide Protectionist issue, he would have
to eOnsider, as would every other hon.
menber, whether, under ordiaary cir-

cumstances, it would be their duty to
vote in favour of it from principle, or
whether they would fall back on the
other consideration, whether it would
be desirable that the present occupants
of the Treasury benches should be de-
feated and driven from office. That,
indeed, was involved in the present dis-
cussion. That amounting to a vote of
want of confidence in the Government,
the House had to consider the character
of the mnembers of the Administration
and of the leaders of the ConsCrvative
party, and its constitution. That,
however, was a very small part of the
issues involved, and he was not prepared
to say that, upon the miserable
amendment of the right hon. member
for Kingston, he would disorganise the
whole business of the country, and
drive the present Government from
power. It was an insult to the common
sense of hon. members that the right
hon. gentleman should place before
them such an amendnent, which it
had taken a year to mature, and ask
them to change the Administration by
adopting it. He would take very good
care not to be caught by such chaff.
If the amendment had been so drawn
as to raise the general question of protec-
tion, it would have been a grave issue,
but, as it had been submitted, there was
no gravity about it, and it was a very
small matter. No doubt the Govern-
ment would find that a feeling was
arising among the people that outside
of the tariff question they would have
to deal with the wide principle of pro-
tection. While that question was not
before them for consideration at
present, he would express the desire
that the financial affairs of the Domi-
nion should be settled upon a wide
principle of protection that would en-
able the country to husband its re-
sources. He had thus explained the
course he intended to follow and the
reason therefor. There was no incon-
sistency between his present course
and that he had always advocated; but
while le was as strong an admirer of
the principle of protection as ever, ho
would not vote in favour of either of
the amendments before the House.

Mr. BERTRAM said he proposed to
notic6 some of the points dwelt upon
by the hon. member for West York,
who had spoken of the general priu-
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ciple of free trade as a great bugbear
and declared there was no such thing
as free trade in the world. He agreed
with the hon. member that there was
no such thing as absolute freo trade.
But the question in this country was
not whether we were to have absolute
free trade or absolute protection, but
whether we were to have a policy of
protection engrafted on a policy of
modified free trade. The hon. member
for West York, in the course of his re-
marks, had shown a considerable know-
ledge of a certain period of French
history in the time of Louis XIV, and
had spoken of the existence of the
system of legalized plunder which
existed in France. There was, how-
ever, a like period in English his-
tory, and when next the hon. member
read history he should read that from
Queen Elizabeth to Charles I. During
that time a system of legalised robbery
prevailed, and it was under the strong-
est kind of protection. The hon. mem-
ber should also remember the kind of
protection which existed in England not
long ago, when salt was protected to
such a great extent. The question the
House was called upon to con sider was
whether the resolution submitted by
the Finance Minister should be read
the second time, by which the House
eould be called upon to further burden
the people-because after all that was
what it amounted to-by increasing
the taxation. The hon. the Minister
of Finance, in the course of his Budget
speech, informed the House that the
country would have a deficit, that the
revenue would not equal the expendi-
ture. That was information which
every hon. member who had watched
the affairs of the country and the course
of trade must previously have been in
possession of. There was no doubt that,
in the history of nations, as in the his-
tory of individuals, the income of the
nation had its vicissitudes as well as
the income of individuals. At one
period in our history we might have a
time when the values of commodities
were advancing, and when lands were
rising in price. During sucih a period,
which was spoken of as a period of in-
flation, there were increased imports
which necessarily brought a large reve-
nue. It was a matter of great concern
and importance, when they found that

Mr. BERTRA .

the revenue did not equal the expendi.
ture, as to what policy should be pursued
in paying off the public indebtednes$.
The hon. the Minister of Finance had
proposed a scheme for raising the
necessary amount of money, and that
scheme did not commend itself to the
right hon. member for Kingston in
that he had proposed an amendment.
He would not cali it a dishonest
amendment, but it was an amendment
for protection of a certain kind, but it
was only very extenuated protection.
The right hon. gentleman submitted
his amendment in favour of a re-adjust-
ment of the tariff so as to foster the
agricultural, mining and manufacture
interests. An important industry had
been omitted by the right hon gentle-
man-the lumber interest-and, if any
means could be devised whereby that
interest could be assisted or protected,
such would be well worthy of the con-
sideration of the House, for it was
suffering more than almost any other
industry.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it was a manufacturing interest.

Mr. BERTRAM said that was true,
but he should be glad to know by what
tariff arrangement any assistance or
protection could be given to it. The
amendment to the amendment pro-
posed by the hon. member for
Hamilton had been characterized,
he might almost say slandered, by
the right hon. member for Kingston as
being a selfish proposition, for it only
asked for assistance to manufacturers.
The only difference, however, betweel
the amendments was that the consti-
tuency of one hon. member was larger
than that of the other, the right bon.
gentleman, as the leader of the Op-
position party, from the exigen<ies of
his position, being obliged to draw his
amendment somewhat broader. Pro-
tection, considered as such, was the
essence of selfishness. An interest
could not be protected without sel-
fishly considering that interest, and
giving it something at the expels Of
somebody else. He was much gratiied
with the eulogium, passed by the hon
member for South Ontario, on the sy
tem which he characterised as one of
incidental protection and modified fro
trade, under whicb the industries o
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the country had been built up. But
that hon. member came to the lamest
of al conclusions, by stating that he
was a Protectionist because he was
tired of the policy the Government
had been pursuing-tired of the very
)olicy he had advocated, with this dif-

ference, that the Government had in-
ereased the duties 2f per cent. on
general manufactured goods beyond
that in force under the policy of
which the hon. member had spoken.
There were many expressions which
had been common to the debate.
The hon. member for Stanstead
declared ho desired to prevent
the difficulties under which our
manufacturers were labouring, and
grant relief to struggling industries.
Those were propositions which every
hon. member would concur in and
endeavour to carry out. The question
was as to how it could be done--whether
the tariff should be 17j, 20, 22)- or 25
per cent., or whether the rate should
be retained at 17½ per cent. That
hon. member had further said that
manufacturers in this eountry entered
into business at their own risk and
peril. The only time in the history of
Canada when such might be said was
when, in 1866, the tariff on manufac-
tured goods was reduced from 20 to 15
per cent. There was now no difficulty
in any manufacturer entering business,
knowing most assuredly that the list
would at least not be very much
reduced. The hon. member had spoken
of the sentiment of protection in the
United States, and had roferred to it as
the great Protectionist country, which
had developed and flourished under
protection, where protection was a
vital question. In discussing the ques-
tion Of free trade and protection the
hon. member for South Ontario seemed
to think those were the only two fac-
tors which went up to make the wealthIf a nation; that given protection inthe one case, or given free trade in the
other, the future of the country couldbe forecast. lie (Mr. Bertram) entirely
disagreed with that view. He thoughtthat either free trade or protection were
0nly factors, and it might be simplef rators in determining a nation's
future. It was important to consider
what entered into the productions of a<untry-th

0 life of a nation. First,
38

there was the question of land, and the
same conditions could not apply in
America, where land was plentiful and
cheap, as in England, where it was
scarce and dear. The influence of
climate had also much to do with the
indastry of the people and their
wealth. The fact of having coal and
iron lying in juxtaposition also had an
important influence on a country's
future. The natural products and geo-
graphical position of a country largely
determined the industries which were
established. Above all the natural
causes was the character of the people,
and in calculating the future of the
United States the ingenuity must be
taken into account. The American
people were famed above all others for
their goods, and for inventing labour-
saving machines, and it was within his
knowledge that samples of American
manufactures had been taken to Eng-
land, and, on manufacturers boing asked
if they could produce such goods, so
closely was England -bound by trades'
unions that the manutacturers
actually declared they would rather
give up their, business than attempt
to make the kind of goods. All those
matters were to be taken into consi-
deration. In another matter, a very
remarkable difference was apparent
compared with statements made in the
House last Session. Why did they not
now hear from the advocates of protec-
tion doetrines a single word about the
great slaughtering process, which had
been going on for some time in this
country ? This was simply because
that slaughtering process which, ex-
isted last year, existed no longer. While
speaking of a question with which he
was somewhat familiar, he had last
Session taken occasion to state that one
reason why iron was being brought
into this country in lieu of being im-
ported as it used to be from England
was because the crisi, had come on in
the United States some two or two and
a half years earlier than in England ;
and because, England having a larger
market for her iron products, they did
not immediately fall in price; and he
ventured then to assert that, before
another year was over, the price would
be so reduced in England that the
Americans would be entirely shut out
of this market. Ie appealed to the hon.
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member for Hamilton as to whether
that prophecy-if prophecy it could be
called-had not been verified to the
very letter.

Mr. WOOD: No.

Mr. BERTRAM said tbat no iron of
any consequence as to quantity now
came into this country from the United
States in comparison with what had
been brought into it last year at this
time. Protection would, without the
slightest doubt, create monopolies.
Gentlemen conversant with the state of
trade in the United States must know
very well that rings or monopolies
were formed for the purpose, as they
said, of regulating the price. This was
proved by what had taken place in
that country with regard to the coal
interest; and, only last fall or last
summer, had the price of this article
given vay, when the produc,,rs were
competing amongst themselves. It was
very plain that, if the United States
would adopt the policy of imposing a
small duty or no duty at ail on
coal, thon the people residing on the
eastérn sea-board would be able to buy
their coal from Nova Scotia, in place
of paying, as tbey were now obliged to
do, not only a fair profit on coal, but
a further sum of money, which went
into the pockets of the monopolists.
This remindcd him of the coal oil mo-
tion inade last Session by the hon. mem-
ber for Staustead, to whose speech he
had listened with great pleasure. The
hon, gentleman had spoken of the coal
oil combination as he would desire to
characterize many American monopo-
lies, as a systein of organized extortion.
He had gladly voted with the bon.
gentleman at the time, though the Fi-
nance Minister had announced that he
would bring the matter up this Session;
but this was one of the things which
protection must and would undoubtedly
bring upon the country if they adopted
the American protective policy. He
had understood the hon. gentleman
from Stanstead to state that we had had
no deficit in this country from 1862 to
1873. He did not suppose that the
hon. gentleman had had the honour of
a seat in the flouse during that period,
but ho was certain that the hon. gen-
tleman had not consulted the Public
Accounts of Canada before he ventured

Mr. BERTRAM.

to make such a statement. If the Lou.
gentleman had done so ho would have
found that from 1860-and ho did not
know how much further back -- up to>
à 866, there bad been continual deficit.

year after year; and that it was only
after Confederation that the receipt',
took such a bound as to be sufficient to
meet the ordinary annuali expenditure.
The only year that bore on its fuee the
impression of a surplus was the year
1866, there having been that year a
nominal surplus of over half a millioii
of dollars; and, if they took into con.
sideration the item of over account.
amounting to $1,395,626.h2 for that
year, and deduct from it the half mil-
lion ho had mentioned, it would
be found that even that year showel
a deficit. And curiously enough
it was during this very year that the
tariff was reduced from 20 to 15 per
cent. Then the country came into
that era of prosperity which had con-
tinued up to the present year. Hc
had taken the trouble of looking into
the Public Accounts, and he had dis-
covered one or two notable thiugs.
One of the most particular features
vas that, in 1871, thore seemed to be

an instantaneous advance in the re-
ceipts; in 1870, we had a surplus of no
less than $3,712,479.09, showing an
increase in the revenue amountflg to
the extraordinary sum of $384,135.16.
and to show that this was brought
about entirely by the increase .in the
price of goods and commodities im-
ported, it was sufficient to state tht
the Customs receipts for that year e-
hibited an augmentation of $250,689.58
The next most noticeable feature a'
the extraordinary jump perceptible 1
the expenditure for the year 1873-1
which was incrcased, compared with
the previous year, to the e
tout of no less than $4,141,66S.53
He believed they were ail apt, i co"
sidering these matters, to exaggerat
the faults of their political opponlen
and to go to the opposite extrome with
regard to the faults committed by theia
political friends, and he thought tle
the hon. member for Cardwell had been
influenced by this feeling whenl he
charged the Governmnt with ex time
gance, comparing, at the saine tifl

the expenditure for 1875-6 with t
1873-4. If hon. gentlemien %tOt
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go back a little farther andOcompare Minister bad een obliged to view the
the expenditure of 1873-4 with that of situation, and bc supposed thut the hon.
any year since Confederation, they gentleman had prognosticated a deficit.
would find a still more marked differ- He thought the hon, gentleman had
ence. In the year 1873-4 there rightly gauget the position the country
seemed to be an advance along occupied, and, owing to the bad bar-
the whole line of expenditure; there vest of last year, and other reasons,
were advances for Civil Government, the country was Dow in a vorse eondi-
for Legislation, for Customs, and for tion than otherwise might have been
the Post Office Department. The reasonably expected. We lad now to
feeling apparantly was: " We have consider how the revenue requisite to
money and let us spend it, let us get meet public obligations was to bc
rid of it in some way or another." raised, and, in order to do so, the state
He confessed that some little of the entire country must be taken
difficulty was to be experienced in into consideration. Was oui' trade
making an analysis of the Public in a normal or abnormal condition;
Accounts, which were not capable of were we irporting goods at a fuir ordi-
being examined, as was possible with nary price, or at prices lower than the
the provincial systems. They were average rate? These matters were to hc
obliged to take into consideration the considered- also the point whether i
facts that, in 1870, Manitoba came was necessary to increase the tarif to
into existence as a Province; that in 20 per cent., and, if so, whether this
1871, British Columbia entered Con- was to be dono as a temporary expe-
federation, and in 1873, Prince Edward lient or otherwise. lle believed that
Island. There was no doubt that these the Minister of Finance, in devising
Provinces had cost more per head as means for increasing the revenue, bad
regarded population than the older taken the view-and properlyso-"bat
Provinces, Quebec and Ontario, but he the emergency would be only tempo-
would be the very last man to say a rary. This was a very serions <i les-
word which would be in any way tion; because manufacturers going ilo
derogatory to these Provinces. If' it business in this country were obliged
was in question, he, for one, would be to recognize the fact that we had a cr-
prepared to sanction the expenditure tain amount of protection, or modifled
of double the amount that had been free tradc, or whatever it miglt [*
expended in connection with these called, which was necessarv to enable
Provinces, rather than have them out thern to continue in business; and it
of the Union. In 1873 4, the period would be a very serions matter if,
of inflation seemed to come to shortly after 20 per cent. were put on,
an end, and the present Finance it was found to be no longer necessarv
Minister, in his first Budget speech, to niet the wants of the eotry, and
had taken what had been termed a the tarif vas in consequence lowered.
.ery ligubrious view of the then situa- Such action would disarrange trade

tion; but to his mind this view exactly and disturb the calculations of manu-
met the case ; anyone who had taken facturers. le -vas glad to beliove that
the trouble to watch the periods which thc Miiiist'y oftle day had thc courage
were called good times and bad times ofthcîr convictions; they had proûhài11-
nust have seen that the period of in- cd thcmselves helievers in a revenue
flation ivas at that date very near itsinflaionwasat hatdat vey near its tariff. and he for one wouldno ci-
clmination. He believed that, before clined to give them the support he wasthe late Adminstration had gone ont now inclined to accord if they lad de-of» office, they had announced that it parted from that mie to which they
Would be necessary to increase taxa- lad declared themsel-cs:ttached befor'
t'on on account of the enormous public takurr office, unless they couId prove
works and other obligations which to the satisfaction of the flouse that
they lad taken on their shoulders. the necessities of the country required
The Finance Minister in face of a an adrance of 2ý per cent. in thedecreased revenue had to provide for ttrif. ie thought that the present
mnereased expenditure, and under these depression iu a country 80 youngunfortunate circumstances the Finance and wealthy as this, would s001

Miitrhd enolgd ove h
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pass away; and temporary measures
would be sufficient to meet the present
exigencies. His hon. friend from
Toronto had stated what he believed
was true in every particular: That,
if the protectionists were willing last
year to t ake a 2½, 5, or 7 per cent.
increase in the tariff as necessary
under the then circumstances, they
occupied to.day exactly the same
position they occupied last year, while
the state of things across the border
had greatly changed, greenbacks having
considerably advanced in value. The
price of gold this year, as compared
with last, gave, at least, 7j per
cent. protection to the manufactur-
erp. It would bo well for the Protec-
tionists to wait a little while longer-
to possess their souls in patience. In
a short time it was likely that green
backs would become the sane as gold,
and manufacturers would have a still
greater protection than at present. If
ihe hon. the Finance Minister were to
notify a council of Protectionists to
meet here in order to get a statement
as to their wants, the result would be
rather peculiar. Each marn would pro-
duce his own nostrum. His friend from
Wellington would state what duty he
wanted on corn ; the hon. member for
Hamilton would tell what he wanted,
and other hon. members would give
their'views on the subject. If the gentle-
men could come to any conclusion
among themselves, the hon. Finance
Minister would be perfectly safe in
agreeing to it. But that was almost
impossible. The Protectionists were
divided among themselves. What
was one man's raw material was
another's finished product, and it
was impossible, unless by legislation
which he should be sorry to see
enacted, to grant the protection
required, unless, as suggested by the
hon. member for Kingston, they made
a general advance along the whole
line. Such a conference as he had refer-
red to would resemble the Council that
met on the banks of the Bosphorous to
take into considergtion the Sick Man's
position. Their views were totally dif-
ferent, and the Sick Man was left to
himself and was master of the situation.
Ho was afraid if the Protectionists came
together that their opinions would be
so dissimilar that it would be impossi-

Mr. BERTaAM.

ble for them to arrive at any definite
conclusion.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the chair.

After Recess.

PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.
TRIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were severally
considered in Committee, read the third
time, and passed.

Bill (No. 8) To change the name
of the St. Francis and Megantic Inter-
national Railway Company to the In-
ternational _Railway Company and for
other purposes.-(Mr. Brooks.)

Bill (No. 35) Concerning the Ot-
tawa, Vaudreuil and Montreal Railway
Company.-(Mr. Hcagar.)

Bill (No. 9) Respecting the Canada
Southern Bridge Company.--(Mr.
Casey.)

Bill (No. 14) To amend the several
Acts incorporating the Montreal, Port-
land and Boston Railway Company.-
(Mr. Baby.)

WAYS AND MEANS - CONCUIR-
RENCE---THE TARIFF.

DEBATE REsUMED.

Mr. PALMER resumed the debate
on the tariff. He said that before ex-
pressing his own views he would refer
to the extraordinary effect which the
amendment of the right hon. member
for Kingston had had upon the hon.
member for West York. If the amend-
ment had had the same offect upon the
members supporting the Administra-
tion, it certainly might be likened in
character to the electric eel. The
resolution of the right hon. member for
Kingston had evidently shaken the
resolution of the hon. member for West
York. As the hon. member for West
Peterboro' had said, there Was an
attempt to draw the attention of the
House away from the point at issue,
and to make the House and the couDtry
believe that this was in reality a fight
between the two opp >site principles
called free trade and rotection. Ina-
much as hon. gentlemen had take
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such a wide range, it would be noces-
sary for him to state his opinion clearly
as to free trade and protection. As he
understood free trade, he was in har-
many witb the hon. member for North
Yo4 and the hon. the Minister of the
Interior-he was an out-and-out free-
trader. He did not think it would
assist them in this enquiry to attribute
suspicious motives to the hon. the leader
of the Government or the right hon.
gentleman leading the Opposition ;
and, when he found the hon.
member for West York under-
taking to impute motives to the
mover of the amendment, he could
not avoid thinking that he wanted some
other reason for the course which he
had adopted towards it than the reso-
lution itself afforded. What cared he
(Mr. Palmer) what motives actuated
the Ministry or the leader of the Oppo-
sition so long as what they proposed
would benefit the country? He agreed
with the lon. member for West York
that it was not sufficient for a man to
say that he was a Free-trader or a
Protectionist-he had to explain what
he meant by these terms; and, more
than that, the Government had to
devise a policy in the minutest details
that would carry forward the public
business of the country so as to benefit
the largest number of the inhabitants
of this country. What he understood
by free trade was this: That the trade
ofthe country, or rather the wealth of
nations would be more enhanced by
the State not interfering with trade
at all. By that means, of course, every
country would do that which was best
adapted to it by the least exertion and
expenditure of ei ther labour or wealth,
and thereby create the largest
amount of products for the use of man.
But this was a Utopian idea, and the
hon. member for West York was quite
right when he said that the thing did
lot exist. At al[ events no Govern-
ment ever attempted to carry on its
affairs on this idea. Such a system
would necessitate ali the noces-
sary expenses for carrying on
th ecountry bing placed on the
accumulated capital of the country.
Wiat le considered a pernicious prin-
eIple was the taxing ef articles of uni-
veral consumption, to pay the burthens

the State,-that, he held, was not

free trade or true political econorny.
That was in reality putting a burtben
upon the energies of the people, instead
of making the accumulated capital pay
for the neçessities of the country. It
was wrong to tax the poor man on the
same scale as the millionaire; and, if
the prime necessities were taxed, it was
simply putting upon the poor, man
that which ought to be paid largely at
all events, if not exclusively, by the
rich man. He was prepared to sup-
port any Administration which would
undertake to bring about, with a rea-
sonable degree of success,. such a system
of free trade as he had referred to. But
it was idle for men to talk about such
a policy, as that did not depend upon
the free will of Car ada. The Dominion
lay alongside of a country which had
adopted an entirely different system.
The principle now adopted was that
the United States manufactured articles
that were amply protected from Cana-
dian competition, and then a bounty
was given when they were exported to
Canada. The tariff proposed by the
Government would not raise our reve-
nue by taxing the articles which could
be produced in Canada, but would raise
it by taxing the energies of our own peo-
ple and by making the mechanies and
the farmers pay the tariff. This was
not a system of free trade which ho
would subscribe to. The hon. member
for North York drew attention to the
good display made by Canada at the
Philadelphia Exhibition, and seemed
to assume fron it that the manufac-
tures of this country were in a pros-
porous condition. le (Mr. Palmer)
was glad if this was the case, but it
would not seen so from the state-
monts made by hon. members, and he
was sure that the ranufactures in the
part of the country whonco he came
were in a depressed condition.
lis own judgment was that they were
far from prosperous-that, in point of
fact, they were driven out of the
country. It could not be denied that
it would be a great boon if, without
injuring the country, those manufac-
tures could be brought back and put
into a prosperous condition again. Ho
was fro to admit that it would be
hopeless to attem pt to foster such
manufactures if they could not be
successfully carried on in Canada. He
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did not believe in building up mush
room interests that could not take care
of themselves. But let anyone read
the history of manufactures in Canada,
and then compare it with the United
States, and he would find that we had
nothing to be afraid of in this respect.
This country was as much adapted to
manufacturing purposes as the United
States, and a policy ought to be adopted
which would build up industries and
so give employment to a large class
of the population. It was said that
the manufacturers were selfish.
There was little wisdom in sneering at
a man and calling him selfish because
he was devoting his energy and capi-
tal for the purpose of supporting bis
family or securing a competency. If
that was selfrshness, we were all selfisi;
and, in that regard, he would call upon
the Government to be a little more
selfish for Canada. We wanted Canada
to be prosperous, and if we were Cana-
dians, were we not, therefore, selfish?
What would people think of a Finance
Minister who deliberately said that the
Government had no more to do with
the prosperity or adversity of a country
than a fly on a wheel ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: If mv lion.
friend wants to know what I did say I
will repeat it. But that is not what I
said.

Mr. PALMER said that was how he
understood the hon. gentleman at the
time, and every one would admit that
the declaration was truc. In point of
fact, the Government were like a great
many small flies on a very large wheel.
In a great crisis like the present, when
the country was suffering from great
depression, something ought to be donc.
The people would not be satisfied if the
man at the helm of State, in the hour
of adversity, when the storm was rag-
ing, cried: "I can do nothing; the
ship will not steer; she must go on the
rocks." And it was no wonder the
country cried out: " Let -the old pilot
from Kingston take the wheel; he can
do no worse than you, and lie says he
will do something.'' The hon. member
for North Norfolk, admitting that we
imiported $49,000,000 in goods from the
United States, still said the people of
Canada were so infinitessimal that he
doubted whether half a dozen persons

Mr. PALuzR.

on the other side of the line had heard
of us. He would like to know where
the hon. gentleman was born, as that
was a most extraordinary statement.
The facts were entirely against it. So
far from ignoring our existence, the
Americans took so much interest
in us that they endeavoured in
every possible way to build up
their commerce at our expense.
The lion. gentleman, however, took a
different view ofthings last year, when
his voice was all for protection; ho
had had a vision, however, and a
change had come over him. A great
many hon. members on the opposite
side of the House had had visions, sorme
of which had been'verified. The hon.
the Minister of the Interior no doubt
had a vision of $8,000 a year, and his
hon. predecessor from Prince Edward
Island probably had a vision of the
Governorship of the North-West. The
people, also, had had visions, which
would undoubtedly be realized at the
next election. The good of the country
demanded a change in the fiscal policy
which would result in fostering those
industries which would flourish in the
Dominion. One argument with refer
ence to the sugar interest was that
the people got the article cheap, but
the policy of the Americans, and one
which had been prosecuted very
successfully witl the assistance of the
Administration, was to crush the
refining business in Canada and then
they could do what they chose with
the market. Sugar was cheap this
year, but how would it be next? The
hon. the Premier had declared that the
policy of the Government was inci-
dental protection, and yet had departed
from it by his resolutions. Events had
shown that this policy was not
popular; indeed, the genoral feeling o
the country was in favour of the
views of the hon. member for Kingston.
Inasmuch as it was admitted that th,
revenue of the country was not to be
raised by direct taxation, but by ineli

dental protection, the only point la

dispute was what articles should Ie
protected. As incidentai protection
was also admitted to be proper for, ad
beneficial to, the country, why did theY
hear so much about fre trade &he
protection. It did not follOw that the
principles of political economy favouw
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either the one or the other theory.
The only matter really before the
.House was what was the most judicious
mode of levying incidental protection.
Verv few there were who did not
believe that the manner in which the
çturies were adjusted moant weal or
woe, to a vast extent, to the country ;
and surely, under these eircuinstances,
it was the duty of the Governmont to
deal carefully with the points at

issue, and of the representatives of
the people to give the Government
that counsel which they considered
advisable in the interests of the
c-untry, and the Government should
not take ill such action on their part.
A few years ago, when it was proposed
to tax ships $ 1.00 a ton, after discus-
>ion had taken place in the flouse and
out of it, the Government discovered
ihey had made a mistake, and they
altered their proposition; and certainly
a similar step could again be taken.
It had been asked why did not the hon.
member for Kingston frame a tariff,
but surely this was too absurd-it was
carrying the joke too far. Hon. gent-
lemen who put this question knew
perfectly weil that such a course would
e unconstitutional. Private members

were only allowed to indicate the gen-
eral policy they thought should be
pursued ; and, if any such member had
attempted to mention a scale of duties,
he well knew that the Speaker would
at once be obliged to call him to order.
8uch were the shallow arguments used
by the supporters of a policy which
could not be defended on its morits.
it was for the Cabinet to spocify the
details of the policy to be adopted, and,
il thcy were not prepared to accept
this responsibility, it was time for
them to give place to hon. members
who would not hesitate to do so. He
,'id not deny that Independent mem-
bers could give information on various
Points to the Administration, and this,
as far as lay within his power, ho was
always willing to do; but Independent
Mnembers could not go so far as to
frame the particulars of a policy, or go
farther in this direction than had been
done by his right hon. friend from
Kmlgston. The Government might
safely, however, do this: grant a
dfrawback amounting to all the duties
paid on the articles entering into

the i construction of such ships as
were sold to foreigners. A similar
policy had been successfully - fol-
lowed in the United States with re-
gard to ail branches of manuflactures.
The modification of the tariff he had
indicated was one which the Govern-
ment could safely adopt. He knew
that his hon. friend the Minister of the
Interior worked out these principles
most scientifically and philosophically,
and ho asked his hon. friend whether
the policy of making people pay duties
on articles which wore sold outside of
this country had any similarity to
froc trade. Ho was willing to admit
that the readjustment of the tariff was
a very difficult question, and he also
knew that any one taking it in hand
would make mistakes. This was un-
avoidable. Further, whenever changes
were made in the tariff, as an hon.
member had remarked, great care
should be observed to prevent,
as far as was possible, distur-
bance in trade. Under any circum-
stances, the Government should not
refuse to do their duty and let the
ship of State drift on, regardless
whither it went. They should be alive
to the grave responsibilities of their
position. It was wrong for their sup-
porters to plead in one instance that
Protectionists were selfish, and in an-
other that the manufacturers were so
prosperous as not to require protection.
The situation of the country was too
evident to make these allegations wor-
thy of consideration. The resolution
of the Government vas drawn directly
in the teeth of every principle of poli-
tical economy, and of the principles of
incidental protection, which they
themselves advocated. An incroased
duty was placed on tea, and, if the
Government in this particular
desired to tax the people
throughout the country as evenly as
possible, they had certainly succeeded.
If their object was, while depression
universally existed, and while labour
was worth little or nothing, to place a
greater tax on that very labour, they
had also done se most successfully ; but
this was not incidental protection,
because a duty on tea, as an hon. gen-
tleman had already pointed out, in-
creased the cost of living. Ie was
prepared to support a policy which
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tended to make living cheap, and tahis
was one great principle of political
economy, but it was useless to live in
a cheap country if one lacked the
means to purchase provisions and
goods which were cheap in price.
Could anything be imagined more
detrimental to cheap living than the
imposition of a tax on tea which every
poor man in the country must pur-
chase. The only true doctrine of
political economy was to tax the
accumulated capital of the country, but
to tax the energies of the people in
these hard times was bad policy which
was entirely indefensible with regard
to the principles of incidental protec-
tion. He unhesitatingly condemned
the present policy of the Admin-
istration, and he was quite satis-
fied that it would also be con-
demned by the country. An hon. gen-
tleman had said that the resolution
proposed diminution of expenditure ;
but, although lie had examined it very
carefully, he had been unable to dis-
cover that this was the case. If any
appeal, which had been made by the
Ministerialists when in Opposition, liad
struck a responsive chord in his breast,
it was their outery against extravagant
expenditure. Although he thought
that some of their doctrines were not
broad enough for the Maritime Provin-
ces, these had been rather sectional.
If he read the figures correctly, there
was no diminution in the ordinary ex-
penditure. His hon. friend from
Cardwell had stated to the House that
the expenditure of the Government
for the year 1875-6 exceeded by
$600,000 the expenditure for 1873-4, the
last year the late Administration wps
in power. It had not been the expecta-
tion of the country that this would be
the result of the entrance into office of
the present Administration. At ail
events, it had been expected that the
Government would keep their ordinary
expenditure as low as it had been
during the time of their predecessors.
Again, the departmental expenses had
increased from those of the old Govern-
ment by $175,000. In his city there
was not a single Government official
who had not his salary increased.
What possible objection could the hon.
member for West York have to the
amendment of the right hon. miember

Mr. PALMER.

for Kingston, for the hon. member ad-
mitted that the tariff was imperfect,
and that our industries onght to be
encouraged ?

Mr. ORTON said it seemed difficult
for some of the supporters of the Ad-
ministration to find out what the con-
summation of the discussion would b.
The question was not one between
abstract theories of protection and
free trade, because the hon. the First
Minister had stated it was utterly im-
possible for this country to carry on
its affairs under either system rigidl
carried out, and the right hon. membier
for Kingston had expressed similar
views. It would be well to enquire,
first, whether the tariff rearrangement
could have been made so as to relieve
the acknowledged distress amongst the
manufacturing, agricultural, and other
interests; and also whether the ad-
ditional burdens had been so placed as
to bear upon the varions industrial
classes of the people with the least
weight; whether the whole policy of
the present Administration, since they
came into power, had not added to, as
well as intensified the cause of the
present depression ; and, lastly,
whether it was not within the power ot
the Government to so economise ex-
penditure as to dispense with ad-
ditional taxation. The hon. mem-
ber for Cardwell had succýss-
fully shown that this was not
necessary, and that the old Govern-
ment had carried on the country's
affairs, in matters immediately under
the control of the Government, with
$600,000 less than the present Govern-
ment. The hon. the Premier had
stated that the prosperity of the coun-
try was dependent upon the industry,
economy, and enterprise of the people,
and not upon any action of the Govern-
ment. This was one of many insinua-
tions which he hiad heard the hon.
gentleman make which cast a slur uponl
the people of Canada, and which lie.
(Mr. Orton) as a Canadian, indignantlY
repelled and cast back upon the hon.
gentleman. He could defy contradic-
tion when he said there was not a mo1re
industrions; energetie and econoncal
people in the world than Canadians.
and he was sure, if the hon. the Premier
was personally more familiar With the
trials, the hardships, and the self-demals
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of the industrial classes of our country,
and especially of ourfarmers, he would
nover have been guilty of making such
an insinuation. As an illustration that
the Government could do much towards
developing the prosperity of a country,
he would refer to France. It was well
known that, in consequence of the
stagnation which occurred in France
after the Crimean war, the National
Bank of that country was on the
verge of bankruptcy and specie enough
could not be found to pay for the over-
importations. And this led France
wisely to throw aside free trade and
assume the policy of protection, and it
was under th.it policy the country was
enabled, after the Franco-Prussian war,
with all her industries crippled, to pay
off $1,000,000,000 of war indemnity in
November, 1874. lier National Bank
had accumulated deposits. With a
capital of 182,000,000 francs, it bad
the enormous sum of 1,271,000,000
francs in its vaults, and a bank circula-
tion of 2,572,700,130 francs, or fourteen
times the amount of its capital account
at an average rate of 3j per cent., and
returning a profit on the circulation
alone of about 50 per cent. on capital.
He also thought it well to refer to the
great American Republic. In 1825,
when the protection policy was in-
augurated, manufactures did not exist
to any great extent. Thon commenced
the period of great prosperity in that
Country, such progress as had been
unrivalled in any country, until the
c-ivil war broke out. The hon. the
Finance Minister had stated that, if the
United States had adopted a free trade
pOlicy, it would have been much more
prosperous; but it did not lie in the
louth of Canada to tell the United

States how to manage its affairs, for,while that country was progressing
vonderfully, Canada was going baek-
ward. With a national debt-chiefly
a war debt-ten times greater in pro-
portion to population than Canada,
the United States had, in ten years,
reduced ber debt one hundred millions
of dollars, which would have boe
lqual to ten million dollars for this
eountry, or one million dollars a year.
Now, could our Finance Minister show
that, With our lesser burdens, this
co(Untry had been able to reduce

er debt one million dollars a year ?

Instead of that, we had the humiliating
announcement from that hon. gentle-
man that there was a deficit of nearly
two million dollars. It would be wel)
for this country if we could givo as
good an exhibit as the United States.
le contended that, if a wise financial

and general policy had been inaugur-
ated, if the Pacifie Railway had been
boldly proceeded with by a company
in the manner first proposed, Canada.
would have been in a most prosperous.
condition, and the very depression in
other countries would have aided to
attract a large immigration, not only-
from Europe, but from the United,
States itself. Millions of British.
and foreign capital would have been,
brought into this country, and wonder-
fui prosperity would have resulted.
The Government also committed a
great error when they turned a deaf
car to the appeals of our languishing
industries. Delegations were in some
instances treated with insulting con-
tempt and. in effect, told to go home
and be more industrious. Owing toý
the doleful tale put forth by the
Finance Minister, and to his accusations
of extravagance and improvidence-
against the people, and his piophecies
of hard times in store, great prejudice-
had been created in the old world
against Canada. lIe would read an
extract from the Belfast News Letter
to prove this.

" The Canadians had been living too fast:
quite a common thing in a new country,
where broad acres, even broad acres covered
with snow six months in the year, are easily
pawned for loans ot money, and people soon
iearn to forget the simple habits of the Old
Land. The Canadians lived far beyond
their means; and now they are forced to
descend from their former styles, and to dis-
pense with former luxuries. Intending emi-
grants connected with agriculture ought to
consider these facts very carefully; and if
they do they will stop at home till tines
have permanently improved in the Dom-
inion. It is said that plots of lands, now
cleared farms, with all appliances, are really
less valuable than if the trees bad been.
allowed to remain undisturbed; even certain
towns in former lumberingr districts vould
bring less than if the land they occupy were
covered with pine forests, which does not
say much for town property or the business
carried on in towns; nor for the prospects ot
trade and manufactures in Canada when all
forests shall have been cleared."

The hon. the Premier said a pro.
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tective tariff would tax one class
for the enrichment of another; but
the policy of the Government taxed
ýCanadians for the enrichment of
Americans. The New York Post, a
loading free trade organ, admitted this.
It said :

"By such devices as the drawback on
sugar, and by a rigid exclusion of iiany of
Carada's products, we have unquestionably
crippled one or two of her industries, and
have done ,her commerce more injury than
'«e have suffered in return, inasiuch as we
lhave had a larger home market for the con-
sumption of our products."

The Philadelphia Leder furnished
the following testinony of the benefits
of protection :-

American enterprise seemns to be reacli-
ing its claws beyond the border of the States.
Again, we hear of the success of Clarke,
Reeves & Co., one of our most prominent
bridge firms, invading the Dominion of Cana-
da and capturing orders for a large number
of 'wrought-iron bridges, aggregating fully
three thousand tois in weight, whichwill be
maanufactured at Phænixville. Thus-, one
by one, we secure the foreign narkets for
Anierican industry, but here the poaching is
done and the game carried awav fron John
Bull's own hunting grounds."

While our industries were languish-
ing, still business in the United Stftes'
was reviving, as would bc shown by
the following extract:-

"National tube works, McKeesport, Pa.,
working to full capacity. Ancme glass works,
Stenbenville, Ohio, resuaming vith plenty of
work for the winter. Belcher & Taylor, tool
Co., Chicope Falls, Mass., have declared and
paid eight per cent. dividend. Ellis locomo-
,live works, Schenectady, N. Y., have been
opened with work for 400 ien. Miller's
Falls Co., Conn., declared 7 per cent. divi-
dend and giving $100 to the Congregation-
alists. The Merimac Manufacturing Co., of
Lowell, Mass , made 849,775 yds. of prints
'last week, the largest number made in one
week since the mills were in operation."

Now let them consider whether the
additional burdens imposed by the
Government this year were judiciously
arranged. What was the effect of the
,tax on barley ? In the first place, by
putting a duty on malt, and allowing
IIndian corn to come in free, they
-directly reduced the price of Canadian
barley as well as all coarse grain, and
alsoencouraged illicitdistillingtoavery
large extent. He had heard the hon.
the Finance Minister deploring the ex-
istence of illicit distilling in Canada.
He did not think he could have devised

Mr. OaRTo.

a means to increaso this unfortunate
business more than by increasing the
duty on malt. It had caused many of
the farners in some of the back town.
ships to connive at and even occa-
sionally engage in carrying on this
illicit distilling in order to get rid of
their barley and other damaged grain.
The price, as every one was aware, this
year was very low, and fbr a large
quantity of barley there was no mar-
ket. If this duty had been placed on
Indian corn, instead of on malt, the
result would have been to relieve the
market of a large quantity of barley for
the manufacture of whiskey. In the
distillery in Toronto, 3,000 bushels of
Indian corn were daily manufactured
into whiskey, and a similar amount in
the Windsor distillery. Theythus saw
what an enormous arnount of Indian
corn was consumed in Canada. If a
duty were placed on Indiaà corn, the
barley now rotting in the barns of the
farmers would be eagerly sought after
by the brewers and distillers and con-
sumed. He wished to discuss this tax
upon malt in a temperance point of
view, and ho thought no tax or action
of the Governmont could have done
more harm to the temperance cause
than this malt tax, because whatever
caused the consumption or gave greater
opportunities for the sale of whiskey
than existed before must injure the
temperance cause. It increased the
price of beer, and also induced the
hotel-keepers and those who were
engaged in selling liquors to dispose
of as much whiskey and as little
beer as they could help. The
consumption of beer was therefore
sure to bo very materially decreased,
and the consumption of whiskey vOrY
largely increased. Beer was a much
lighter beverage than whiskey, and
one that seldom led to intemperance.
In Germany,beer was largely consumed,
and in that country the Government
had taken the management of the
breweries under their own control in
order to give the people cheap and
wholesome beer. Frequently froun
10O00 to 15,000 people were congre-
gated together in their varions gardon",
enjoying tbemselvos and drinking
lager beer, and a drunken ran W
seldom seen in that country.
thought it was very uncertain what
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amount of revenue the Fii.ance Min-
ister would be able to obtain from this
,ource, because the amount of malt con-
ýumcd in this country would be very
matcrially reduced, and ther e would be
a temnptation put in the way of brewers
to use illicitly other articles in the
manufaeture of beer. Be heard an
lion. gentleman the other day read a
letter purporting to be from a brewer,
,r a gentleman who he said bad been
engaged in that business. He was
very sorry to hear the hon. gentleman
read a letter to this House without
eithcr giving the name or being able
ii state whether that gentleman was
now engaged in business or not. But
he thought it did not require any great
eflort on his (Mr. Orton's) part to
ïrw that the deductions which he
tr;ed to draw from that letter were
erroneous. He stated that a brewer
could afford to sell beer for the same
price with this increased duty. It was
strange to hini (Mir. Orton) if a duty
which increased the cost of production
of the article of beer to the extent of
ninety cents a barrel or three cents a
gallon would enable a brewer to sell
his beer for the same price as before.
Another reason why the price of beer
would be largely increased was that a
brewer was obliged to pay the
duty on the malt before he manu-
factured his beer, and when made
it often had to remain months and
months in his cellar before it was sold,
and he lost the interest on his outlay,
besides losses in leakage and beer be-
cOmig sour. He wished also to pointout another fact connected with the
malt tax. The duty on malt in this
country was twice as much as that in
any other country under the sun. Theiargest duty on malt was in Great
Býritain, where it was 96 cents a bushel,
while the duty now imposed on maltmn Canada was 180 cents a bushel. Let
temncr now look at the policy of placing
a duty on tea, which was ?ised all
)ver this country, and especially by
hardworking labourers and mechanics,
'Y the farmers and by those who were

the most industrious of our people;ais by the fishermen of the Lower
Provices. All these used tea to
a larger extent than the wealthier
class.. They used it three times a day,mofrning, noon and night, and they

found, by a return brought down, that
these labouring classes paid the largest
taxes of the people of this country.
The tax on tea had been placed in such
a manner as to beur more heavily on
the poor man than upon the rich; upon
the industrious, hardworking labouring
man more than upon those who were
living upon their wealth or enjoying
the luxury of Government offices.
The removal of the Excise and the re-
duction of Customs duty on coal oil
was the only crumb of satisfaction
which the people of Canada could get
out of the present policy of this Gov-
ernment. But the stigma would re-
main on this Government for many a
long day because, whei the motion
was introduced for the removal of that
duty a year ago, they and all their
supporters to a man voted to keep the
duty on, and the condemnation of their
course last year was to be found in
their action now. They had caused the
people of this country to pay $1,200,000
more for their coal oil than they had a
right to pay. Now, coal oil could be
bought for 15 cents and more cheaper
than during the period when that duty
existed, and the fact that 8,000,000 gai-
Ions wero annually consumed, proved
his statement to be correct. This large
amount was taken out of the pockets
of the people of Canada to enrich a
few, those few residing principally in
the neighbourhood of the Premier's
constituency. He thought there could
be no excuse at all for the action of
the Government last year. It was
true the Finance Minister had stated
that it would be a very disagrecable
thing to upset the tariff and take this
obnoxious and unjust duty off coal oil
last year. It would be too imuch
trouble for him to rearrange the tariff
iu order to remove that evil. He
seemed to have the idea that the posi-
tion he occupied should be one of ease.
They found, when he went to the old
country to make a loan, this love of
case also prevailed, and the ai istocratic
Firance Minister would not take the
trouble to negotiate that loan himself,
but employed a firm-probably a very
honourable firm-to both arrange what
the selling price of our bonds should
bh and also what they should give for
them. They both bought and sold.
Tt was very strange to him if the
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people of Canada did not come to the
conclusion that this position of Finance
Minister was a very expensive one and
in some respects a very unnecessary
one for this country, if it was necessary
to pay him $7,000 a year and his ex-
penses to England every year and lose
a quarter of a million on each loan, as
had been demonstrated with regard to
the last, simply to do what lie might
do by writing to the Barings or any
other agents quite as well as by going
himself. He would now endeavour to
refer briefly to some remarks made by
the hon. member for North Norfoik
(Mr. Charlton) in a speech which was
certainly a very extraordinary speech
-peculiarly extraordinary when they
remembered the speeches he had
made on previous occasions. le
was not surprisod that it vas
necessary for the hon. gentleman to
educate his constituents with regard
to the change of base he was about to
make, and for that purpose to rehearse
that speech at least twenty times
in his own constituency before giving
this House the bonelitofit. He wished,
however, to challenge some of his state-
ments. From having been a lover of
protection, the hon. gentleman now
scemed to have become an enemy to
our manufacturers or any other of the
interests of our country, and he had
drawn a picture of what it would cost
this country to give increased protec-
tion to manufactures and had stated
that, in order to encourage the manu-
facture of what we imported from
foreign countries and to give employ-
ment to 150,000 people as he had
stated, this country would be obliged
to pay $19,000,000 a year. He (Mr.
Orton) did not know what kind of peo-
ple the hon. gentleman supposed he
was speaking to, if ho imagined such a
statement would go down ; ho must
have thought theywere veryignorant,
both in the House and in the country,
and ho doubted very much whether
such a statement would go for much
even in his own constituency. He
forgot to tell the House and the country
the enormous benefits which would be
derived from those manufactures being
made in our own country. le forgot to
tell the House that every article of
home produce would be largely in-
creased in value; that there woulid be

Mr. ORToN.

a more ready market as well as a more
varied market for the products of the
farm. He also forgot to state that
there would be an increased profit and
a market for products of every other
industry in this country through the
existence of these manufactures in,
Canada. Was it not a well known fact
that various towns, cities, and villages
had given large bonuses-normous
bonuses in some instances-to have the
benefit of a single manufactory in their
midst, showing the benefit which manu-
factures were to the whole population?
If he had given them an idea of the
profits that would be derived in this
way and had then shown the cost, lie
tbougîht ho would have found that there
would have been a very large profit,
far exceeding the very fanciful cost he
had figured up. Thon the hon. gentle-
man sneered at a duty on Indian corn,
and said ho would like very well t>
have a duty on lidian corn, but it
would be a burden on the people.
It had become customary and fashion-
able on the other side of the House to
sneer at the agricultural interests of
the country, and no wonder, when the
Premier, on every possible occasion set
the example to his followers. East
year when ho (Mr. Orton) asked for
a Committee to consider the agrieul-
tural interests, the hon. the Premier
said:

"Why le (Mr. Orton) shouid endeavoar
to champion the interests of those who nee,
no champion in this House I do not know.
The farmers are thoroughly able to take
care of themselves; they are the nost pros-
perous class in the country, and the noS-
trums the hou. gentleman would prescrY'
for their protection, I do not think they wil
have on any account. I have no objectioi
however, if hon. members desire to eerve on
the Committee, to give it power to send fo7
papers; but I do not consider that there
would be any justification for the expen(!1
ture of public money in sending for w!-
nesses to testify what every person who he
coimmon eense already knows."

He did not think that was a r'espectf"u
or honourable -way to treat the Offort'
of any hon. gentleman representing
and trying honestly to advocate the
interests of any class of the peOplel
this country. But the hon. the First
Minister was obliged to recede fromf
that position in deference to the opin-
ions of, some of his own supporters,
who were afraid to vote against tho
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Government but did not want to offend
their constituents. Still, the Premier
had insisted that the Committee should
be composed of a large Ministerial
majority, and the evidence taken before
it was not treated as fairly as it should
bave been. The majority refused to
take any notice of the evidence
obtained from an immense number of
representative farmers throughout the
country, but afterwards a compromise
was arranged with the minority to the
effect that the evidence should be re-
ported to the House. But, then, the
Government majority in the Printing
Committee refused to print it. The
hon. member for North Norfolk had
given a graphie description as to the
effect of protection on the country.
The hon. gentleman said if a duty was
placed upon American wbeat and
cattle equal to that placed by the
United States on ours, a spirit of retali-
ntion would be evoked, and the Ameri-
cans would probably put a large duty
on barley. The duty on barley was
now 15 cents, and he thought that
was quite high enough to <ncourage
its growth in the United States and
shut out our barley, if it were possible.
It should be borne in mind, however,
that we grew a better crop and quality
of barley than our neighbours, and they
would be obliged to import ours. Our
ancestors belonged to a nation that had
carved its own way in the world, and
such language as the hon. member for
North Norfolk had used was unworthy
of a Canadian; any man who loved the
mother country and respected her in-
-stitutions, and any man who loved
Canada and ber institutions, ought to
e ashamed to give utterance to such

bentirents. It had been proved in the
past that Canada could take care of
herself, and that she was able, despite
the hostile tariff of the United States,
to exist and prosper. We all knew that
tho United States had tried to force
Canada into annexation, but the inde-
pendent spirit of the people and the
enter.pr.iso shown by the Govornment,
when the Reciprocity Treaty was abro-
gated, soon siowed that country that
we could live without the Americans if
we desired. Everyone here, doubtless,
wished to live on the best possible
terns with the people of the United
States, and a fair interchange of pro-

ducts between the two countries would
be advantageous to both; but we had
waited long enough, and tried, even to
the verge of humiliation, to get fair
play from that country; but we need
expect no favours from the people
across the border, and they had every-
thing in their favour as matters now
stood between us. But, if a duty was
placed upon every description of pro-
ducts which found a market here, we
would find a party of farners in the
Western States, and of manufacturers in
the .Eastern States, and of the miners of
Pennsylvania, who would declare in
favour ofreciprocity,and we might thon
hope to obtain it. In the course of his
argument, the hon. member for North
Norfolk (Mr. Charlton), stated that
the farmer would have to pay more for
every article he used, and that the pro-
ducts of his farm would be decreased
in value ander a protective policy. He
would quote a few figures on this point,
which would show that the position of
the -hou. member was not correct. l
the United States under a low tariff in
185"', calicoes cost 12J cents per yard;
in 1875, under the high tariff, 8 cents;
delaines, 1857, 25 cents; 1875, 15 cents;
coinmon alpacas, 1857, 75 cents, 1875,
35 cents; finer alpacas, 1857, $1, 1875,
40 cents; woollen cloth, common, 1857,
$1, 1875, 60 cents; better woollen
cloth, 1857, $1.25, 1875, 75 cents; best
woollen cloth, 1857, $1.50, 1875, $1.20;
shawls, each, 1857, $12, 1875, $8 ; cot-
ton print cloth, 1857, 8 cents; 1875, 4j
cents; knitted undershirts, 1857, $1.25,
1875, 50 cents. The price of wheat in
theUnited States in 1860,under the rev-
enue tariff, was 98 cents per bushel; in
1870, undor the high tariff, $ 1.28; flour,
1860, under low tariff, $5.91; 1870,
under high tariff, $6.11. The aver-
age price of flour from 1S49 to 1861
under the low tariff was $6.07 per
barrel; from 1861 to 1874, under the
high tariff it was $7.33. Indian meal
under the low tariff was $3.40; under
the high tariff it was $4. Wool,
from 1853 to 1858, under a low
tariff, averaged 37J cents par pound;
in 1870, under the high tariff, it
was 55 cents; in 1872, 75 cents; in
1874, 65 cents pur pound. It would
be seen from those figures that the
argument that farmers would not be
benefitted under protection was any-
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thing but correct. But, if they referred
to other articles used by farmers, it
would bc seen that the inanufacturei s
of the United Statés were able not only
to provide their own people with cheap
manufactures, but to sell their goods in
Canada in the face of 17J per cent. ad
valorem duty. In the year 1875-6 there
were imported into this country, of
cotton goods, $2,140,000; hats, caps
and bonnets, $469,654; manufactures
of iron, $678,760; manufactures of
leather, 8365,117; manufa'etures of
wood, $359,995. These comprised the
greater part of the goods required by
the farmers, and they could be supplied
by the United States to our people, in
the face of the 17J per cent. duty. He
would now refer to the exportations
and importations of agricultural pro-
ducts between the two countries. He
found that we imported last year fron
the United States, horned cattle to the
value of $164,491, and we exporteI
such cattle to that country, which coik
tained ten times our population, t'o the
value of $404,381. Had the import-
ations and exportations been propor-
tionate to population, our exports in
this respect would have amounted in
value to $1,644,910. The competition.
through the importation of animals,
&c., from the U:ited States, so far as
our farming population was con-
cerned, was ten times greater than
that to , which American farmers
were exposed in our regard. We
imported in 1875, swine to the
value of $368,093, and we exported to
the value of $152,963. We imported
swine last year to the value of $152,497,
and we exported only to the value of
î13,307. We îmported meats to the
value of $1,191,894, and we exported
to the value of $96,180. The duty
levied on meats imported from the
United States was one cent per pound,
-and the duty on hams and bacon-
which formed the larger portion of our
exports of meat to that country-was
two cents per pourid.

Mr: MACDONALT (Centre Tor-
onto): The hon. gentleman has been
stating the prices of certain articles
under the tarif of 1857, and under the
higher tariff of a later date, and I wish
to ask him if he is prepared to tell us
what the price of the raw material
was.

Mr. ORTON.

Mr. ORTON said lie was sorry ho
was not sulticiently acquainted with the
m:mnufacture of t hese artieles to do so,
and besides he d id not th ink it necessary
to his argument to bc able le give the
informatien desired. We had imporied
froin the United States laid to the value
of $312,208, and of it we had exported
only to the value of $5,639. We had a.
duty of one cent per pound on Ameri-
can lard, and the Americans riaposed a
duty of two cents pet-r pound on
Canndi»n lard. We imported from the
United States in 1875 flour an< metal
to the value of S3,034,683, and of this
we only re-exported to the value of
$38,000, a mere bagatelle. He ven-
tured to say that if a duty of 50 or
25 cents per barrel was imposed on
flour, the millers of Canada would be
able to supply fully one-half of th-
quantity named. This would be the
means of relieving the nilling inter-
ests of this country, which were ut
present greatly depressed, and of pro-
moting the welfare of numerous other
classes in our community. We im-
ported wool to the value of $383,:43,
and this article was free, and we had
exported wool to the Uïnited Statòs to
the value of $2,836,458; and' the
American duty on our wool was ten
cents per pound, besides eleven
pet- cent. on value; therefpre the
American farmer not only obtained ten
cents more per pound for his wool thait
the Canadian farriier in that country,
but also eleven per cent. on the value
in addition. If this was a fair state of
things, ho did not know what fairness
was. It might be taid that the An4eri-
can people really paid this duty, but it
was to be remembered that the imposi-
tion ofit placed nearly one million 'o
dollars in the American Treasury,
lightening the burdens of the people to
that extent. We imported from the
United Statos, oats to the value of
$232,294, and we exported to that
country, oats only to the value ot
$34,35-. We imported Indian corn to
the value of $2,356,377, and we re-ex-
ported Indian corn to the value of only
881. WC imported wheat to the value
of $6,007,167, and of this we re-ex-
ported $3,000,000 worth, showing
that we consumed tbree million
dollars worth of American wheat in
Canada. We exported wheat to the

(COMMON8.] The Tarý.



Tie Tarif. 607

United States to the value of only
$1,622,975. We imported barley to
the value of $27,598, and we exported
barley and rye to the value of over
$7,000,000, and this was the only article
for which we found a market to any very
ýrreat extent in the United States. The
tigures mentioned all applied to im-
ports from and exports to that country.
lie contended that all this was -very
unjust to the Canadian farmer, and he
trusted that the Government would
even yet reconsider the tariff question,
though of this he had little hope. If
the Government did not change their
present ruinous policy and show that
they really understood the genius and
requirements of the Canadian people,
he desired their term of office to be
very short, He thought the country
should be governed by a Cabinet pos-
sessed of broad ideas, and desirous
of encouraging all our industries-
the coal and mining interests of Nova
Scotia, the mining interests of British
Columbia, and the agricultural inter-
ests of Ontario, besides fostering the
development of the vast agricultural
resources of the great North-West. le
held that a policy which would be just
to and yet encourage every class in
the country could be inaugurated.
The Pacifie Railway should also be
built, and he was of opinion that this
could be done without imposing addi-
tional burdens on the people. But as
long as the present Administration had
depressed every interest in the Dom-
inion, restrained the development of
our resources, and damped the ener-
gies of the people, the good resuilts to
which he alluded, would never be
alcomplished.

Mr.COOK saidas he had not received
a reply to a question he had put to the
hOn. member for Carleton in reference
to his rèmarks on the question of pro
tOction to lumber, he would venture
to Occlupy the time of the House
for a few moments in giving his view
of that important branch of the indus-
try of this country, for fear that the
statements made by the hon. gentle-
nan should leave an erroneous impres-

slion on the minds of the hon. members
f the HIouse. He could not see how

tbjs trade could be protected unless the
(Iovernment gave each individual
m1lember Of the lumbering fraternity a

bonus, which, no doubt, would be very
acceptable, particularly in the present
depressed state of the. trade. The.
remedy for the depression was in the,
hands of the operators themuselves, and
he believed they were taking advan-
tage of it by getting a reduced stock.
He saw by the returns the exports from
1871 to 1875 inclusive, amounted t1o
$128$,224,904 to the United States. He
found that in 1871 we imported
$51,408; in 1875, 8396,086; in 1876,
$534,00", subject to an ad valorern duty
of 17J per cent. on invoice, which, upon
good grades of lumber, was equal to the
duties imposed by the United States,
the American duties being $2 per thon-
sand. We exported in 1875, $24,781.78>
to the American markets, and in 1876,
$20,387,000. le found, upon enquiry
from lumbermen of undoubted reputa-
tion, that the eut of sawn lumber on
the Ottawa River proper was, in 18745,
300,000,000 feet; in 1875-6, 160,000,000
feet, and the contemplated eut for
1876-7, was 80,000,000 feet. He believod
the eut this year would not exceed 50
or 60 million feet, in consequence of
the weather. The Gatineau River
produced about 50 millions, and Geor-
gian Bay about 80 millions. In Quebec
and Ontario we would produce about
250 or 300 million feet this year.
This branch of industry usually em-
ployed about 250,000 people, and a
depression in the trade was felt by the
whole country. His hon. friend had
something to say about the carrying
of Michigan lumber through our canals..
Had he lost sight of the fact that, when
that lumber passed through our canals,
we were getting the benefit ,of the
carrying trade as well as canal dues
collected thereon, besides having the-
advantage of giving the trade to our
ocean vessels, and employment to
shippers at Quebec? He would inforn
the bouse that a very large amount of
deals were manufactured in Michigan
and Wisconsin and shipped through to
Europe by the New York Central Rail.
road. Did the hon. gentleman wish
to drive all the products from the
Western States through the American
channels of transportation instead of
their natural channel, the river St.
Lawrence? He would also state,
for the information of that lon..
gentleman, that most of the lum-
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bermen oporating in Michigan, Ohio
and Indiana, in square timber, were
Canadians-the very men he wished
to exclude from carrying their timber
through our canais. The amendment
-of the right lon. member for Kingston
was as follows:-

" That the resolution be not read a second
tine, but that it be resolved by this House
,that the financial policy submitted by the
Goverument increases the burthens of taxa-
tion without any compensating advantages
to Canadian industries, and, further, that
this House is of opinion that the deficiencies
in the revenue should be met by a dininu-
tion of the expenditure aided by such a re-
.adjustnent of the tariff as would benefit and
foster the agricultural, mining and nanufac-
suring industries of the Dominion."

Hie (Mr. Cook) believed the mover-of
this amendment made a speech when
Parliament convened, criticizing the
.Speech from the Throne, in which ho
condemned the Government for de-
reasing the expenditure on Public

Works. If he understood the amend-
ment to the resolution moved by the
right hon. iember for Kingston, it
was that the Government should
decrease their expenditure. Revert-
ing to his former speech, he found that
the leader of the Opposition advocated
the vigorous construction of the canals
and other public works, so as to give
employment to the labouring classes;
now ho advocated retrenchment, which
must result in the stoppage of those
works if this amendment should pass;
thus showing how hopelessly muddled
ho was in his policy-one day advocat-
ing expenditure, and the next opposing
i t. Ie would ask who was responsible
for this? Who was the party who in-
augurated those vast undertakings, and
in t1w days of prosperity neglected to
make provision for their completion ?
That Goverinment evidently went on
the principle : "Let us drink and be
nerry, for.to-morrow we die." In the
remarks of the hon. niember for Card-
well, made a few evenings ago, ho was
glad to hear him say that the expendi-
ture of the Government for 1872, 1783,
and 1874 was the result of the out-going
adninistration of the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston. He had had the
honour of hearing that hon.gentleman
repeat a portion of that same speech
in the county of Simcoo on several oc-
casions, but one thing that he has in-

Mr. COOK.

variably stated on the stump was that
this expenditure of 1872, 1873 and 1874
was directly the act of the present
Government. He hoped that portionof
the member for Cardwell's speech
would be correetly reported so that the
people of that constituency could
see the fallacies that the hon. gentle.
man indulged in while seeking election
there. His hon. friend indulged in a
good many extravagant assertions when
on the stump that were quite in hau
mony with the pic-nie orations of some
hon. gentlemen on that side of the
Hlouse. They found it convenient to
make assertions at outside gatherings
that they dare not repeathere. Messrs.
Glyn, Mills & Co., who had acted as
financial agents for both the past and
the present Governments, were inen of
undoubted reputation, and all knew the
honesty of purpose of the present Min-
ister of Finance, and he regretted that
the hon. Member for Cardwell should
have attempted to impute motives of
wrong-doing to either one of them.
The impression that he seemed desirous
of conveying to the louse was of that
character, and he thought ho owed the
hon. Minister of Finance an apology for
hie unjustifiable insolence. The hon.
gentleman got rather mixed when he
attacked this Government for the pas-
sage of the Weights and Measures Act,
it having been the last production of
the hon. member for Cumberland, who
constructed it with a view to the possi-
ble contingencies of an approaching
general election, in order to extend
the patronage of hie Government.
Surely this hon. member for Card-
well did not expect that this Gov-
ernment were going to make appoint-
ments from the Tory ranks, and,
as for the recommendation to offices
under the Crown, he could assure the
hon. member that he would never
recommend any person who Vas inca-
pable of performing the dutyrequired,
and, knowing the ranks of his (M".
Cook's) political friends contained a1l
the elements of efficiency, it Ws fot

probable lie would be called upOn to

select parties outside his own friends
and supportera. As so mach latitude
had been allowed to the hon. gentleman
addressing the House upon this sub-
ject, ho thought that ho ould take the
privilege of reverting to a questiOn that,
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was not strictly in accordance with the
ruoe-a debateable question now-he
refcrred to the Georgian Bay Branch
of the Pacific Railroad. Speaking as
he did for the majority of the people of
the county of Simcoe, they were in
entire harmony with that project, and
he would correct an error made by his
hon. friend from Cardwell some time
ago, that he (Mr. Cook) denounced the
Govornment policy on that portion
of the Pacifie Railway scheme while
upon his election tour on former occa-
sions. He would say that he always
advocated the Georgian Bay Branch
on the stump as hej did the general
policy of the Government for
Ontario and the Domnioin at large,
because he thought it the most
beneficial for the Western Penin-
sula of this great Province. In
advocating the Georgian Bay Branch he
had more than one object in view. It
was well known by people conversant
with that part of the country that there
was a large tract of arable land emin-
ently adapted for settlement and
cultivation, and capable of sustaining a
population of a quarter of a million, to
say nothing about the impetus it would
give to lumbering in that district. It
would also, by tapping the waters of
Georgian Bay, give the advantage of
lake navigation to Western Ontario
which would be a boon to that part of
ourgreat Dominion. He wotild advise his
hon. friend from Cardwell, if he intend-
ed to measure swords with him (Mr.
Cook) in North Simcoe again, to with-
draw that part of his statement from
his speech made a few days ago,denounc-
mg the Georgian Bay Branch of the
Pacifie Railway. In conclusion, he
believed the question of protection
beyond a revenue protection to be
untenable and thoroughly exploded,
'vhich the hon. gentlemen would find
wher they came before their constitu-
ents at the next general election. The
revenue tariff at present existing gave
sufficient protection to manufacturers,
and the agriculturists were alive to
the importance of the privilege of
havin(g a Government that would give
them Une opportunity of buying in the
Qheapest and selling in the dearest
niark-et..

Mr. BURPBE (Sunbury) said that,
at 8 late anihour of the evening, and
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on the third day of the debate, and the
subject having, as it had been, discuss-
ed by hon. members from every possi-
ble standpoint, he was not inclined to
protractthedebate. But the hon. mem-
ber for Centre Wellington (Mr. Orton),
who had just taken his seat, had, on
more than one occasion in this fHouse,
complained of the treatment he had
receivod by this House in reference to
the Report of the Committee on Agri-
cultural Interests, of which he was
chairman, and also the interference of
the Government in the composition of
that Committee. As a member of that
Committee, he (Mr. Burpee) felt called
upon to make some explanations.
The facts were these: That the hon.
member proposed the names of 15 gen-
tlemen as a Committee on the agriciul-
ture of the Dominion; that only three
of these gentlemen were practical agri-
culturists; that they were from Onta-
rio principally, and from Ontario and
Quebec almost exclusively, with the
exception of one hon. member from
British Columbia. For that reason. he
(Mr. Burpee) objected to the composi-
tion of the Committee, and the hon. the
Premier changed it so as to meet the
objection raised. fie served on the
Committee tolerably faithfully during
the Session. Certain questions were
formulated by the Committee on sub-
jects connected with agricultural inter-
ests, and sent forth to different parts of
the country for answers. He might
explain that there were only five or
six days within which to answer thosc
questions, and that, therefore, it was
entirely useless to send them to the
Provinces of Nova Scotia, New Bruni-
wick and Prince Bdward Island and
expect to obtain replies In fact, a
number of questions were sent to tho-ie
Provinces without avail, because the
time was so short as not to
give an opportunity to forward
answers. Therefore, the agricultiuists
in that part of the Dominion, who
wcre mainly in favour of free trade
according to the general acceptation of
that term, had -no opportunity of pla-
ing their views before the Committee
or this House. The answers received,
which were from Ontario principally,
did not express the full voice of the
people of the Dominion on that snbject,
and the Committee thought that the
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answers given should not ho held to be
a fair expression of the opinions of the
country. Some hon. members from
the Maritime Provinces who had ad-
dressed the House, had made some
strong remarks with regard to the
manner in which the changes in the
tariff had been received in their
several localities, and in the country
generally, so far as thoir information
extended. One hon. member, the mem-
ber for Cumberland, had stated that
there was a universal wail throughout
the countrywhen the tarif propositions
were announced. His information with
regard to the reception of the tarif
changes in the Maritime Provinces
was of an entirely different character.
He bad received letters from agricul-
turalists and men largely engaged in
commercial business, of a most satis-
factory nature ; they expressed them-
selves entirely satisfied with the
change, and declared that the tarif in
those Provinces especially had given
entire satisfaction as it had been car-
ried out by the present Government
during the last two years. The hon.
member for St. John had declared that
the country was drifting upon a shoal,
being without belm or pilot, and
the remedy ho proposed was to
place the right hon. member for
Kingston at the head of affairs.
The past record of that right bon.
gentleman did not warrant any
expectation of improvement in
the tariff impositions or the
general fiscal policy, in the direction
indicated by hon. members on the
other side of the House. In fact the
tarif inaugurated and acted upon by
the late Goverument in the main was
not materially different from that now
proposed by this Government. The
amendment of the right hon. gentle-
man was professedly in the interest of
three industries, viz., the manufactur-
ing, agricultural and mineral interests.
Important as these interests were, there
were other interests in the Dominion
of equal importance. The lumbering
interest had been entirely ignored.
He would like to know how that indus-
try was to be protected. In many
parts of the Dominion the prosperity
of the agricultural interest depended
very much upon the prosperity or
depremsion of the lumbering.industry.

Mr. Bmuar.

Then the fishing interest and other
industries had been ignored by the
proposed amendment. He contended
that if we proposed te protect one
industry in all fairnese and honesty
we must mete out an equal amount of
fair play to all other industries. And
they would demand at the hands of
Parliament such just consideration, and
he contended that to protect all intereste
would be equivalent to not protecting
any, as it must increase the prices of
all productions and commodities, and,
all being consumers, what they would
gain on one hand they would lose on
the other hand. The only result would
be to add materially to the cost of liv-
ing, and without accomplishing the
good claimed. It was true that politi-
cians might take the amendment to the
amendment of the member for Hamil-
ton, and in a manufacturng population
claim that manufacturers alone were
to be protected. and in an agricultural
district claim that agricultural produc-
tions alone were to be considered, and
so misrepresent the intentions of the
movers of the amendments now before
the House in reference to the different
industries separately as would create
dissatisfaction in the country with the
present tariff regulations and the party
in power, and bring back the hon. minem-
ber for Kingston to the helm of affairs.
He did not believe the country would
be deceived by such clap-trap. To &0
manage our fisaal policy as to give
the greatest good to the largest num-
ber of people was our true policy. If
they protected the full circle of inter-
ests, they must materially increase the
cost of living, which would in turn
increase the cost of production, and
render this a dear country to live in.
It would discourage immigration and
have a detrimental effect on the COUD-
try generally. To do less, if they pro-
tected any, would be unfair to other
interests, and result in general dissatis-
faction.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said it had
been well remarked that it would have
been botter had the debate not taken
such a wide range. The amendment was

equivalent to a vote of want of confi-
dence, and it was but natural that the
gentlemen opposite should embrace
the opportunity of formulating charges
against the Government and tryingto

The Tariff.(COMMONS.]



The TAeTdf. 611

convince the House that the time had
arrived when the country would be safer
in other hands. The motion in amend-
ment asked the House to refuse concur-
rence in the propositions of the Gov-
ernment on the ground that the tarif,
or the duties which they asked at the
hands of Parliament, might have been
more fairly distributed, and that the
general policy of the Government
should have been constructed with the
view of fostering the several inter-
ests referred to in the amendment.
It would be necessary to refer per-
haps to the condition of the country and
the circumstances under which the
Government had been placed for the last
three years, and the difficulties from
which we were now only just beginning
to emerge. It was well known to gen-
tlemen acquainted with financial mat-
ters that financial difficulties, arising
from over-expenditure and extrava-
gance, were to be looked for about
every ten years. In 1837, 1847 and
1857 financial difficulties swept over
this country, and, in 1867, a recur-
ronce might naturally have been
looked for. But, at that time, the
inflation of currency in the United
States, consequent upon the great
war, enhanced the price of the
products of the soil, and for a time
averted the calamity in Canada which
might have been expected otherwise.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK : Do not forget
Confederation.

Mr. JONES said that was an advan-
tage which the people of the Maritime
Provinces helped the people of Canada
to enjoy. Had it not been for that result,
the old Province of Canada might have
had its own financial troubles on its own
account. The right hon. memher for
Kingston, in submitting his resolution,
tOOk occasion to pourtray in pathetic
terms the hardships which t h e poor
people of this country were going to
sufer because the duty on tea had been
inereased two cents; and the hon.
gentleman beside him had opposed the
views of the Government as being sec-
tional. A few years ago, when a duty
was proposed on shipping material, the
hon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
Tupper) and his friends opposed it as it
was a sectional duty, and would more
largely apply to the Maritime Pro-
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vinces. At that time there wore large
expenditures for lighthouse services,
and, if ship-owners got the protection
aiforded by the lighthouses, it was
only a fair proposition that they
should contribute a certain portion of
the expenses. But the duty on tea
could not be considered sectional, as it
was an article which was consumed as
much in one Province as in the other.
Of course it would be botter if duties
could be done without altogether, but
if duties were necessary to sustain our
public credit, he did not think they
could be raised botter on any article
than tea. The hon. member for South
Ontario said, by the imposition of a
protective duty, the imports of goods
dutiable to the extent of 17 per cent.
would be largely decreased, and he
looked forward hopefully to the time
when this decrease would take place.
But, if there were a decrease of
importations, there must also be
a decrease in the revenue. On what
thon would the hon. gentleman levy
duties. If articles now charged 17J per
cent. largely decreased in importations,
it was clear that the Government would
have to make up the deficiency in
the revenue by placing an additional
tax upon this very article of tea. The
hon. gentlemen on the other side of the
louse had referred frequently to the

position of manufactures in this
country. Of course it was to be re-
gretted that manufactures should be
suifering from financial depression;
but he thought it would be admitted
that Canadian manufactures did not
suffer more than other branches of
industry, or more than manufactures
in other countries. On looking at the
United States, great distress was found
to exist there. In the city of New
York-he spoke from memory-there
were, only a few months ago, some
60,000 or 70,V00 people out of employ-
ment ; and in many States of the
Union, and particularly Massachusetts,
workmen wore being discharged from
large manufacturing establishments,
and in the United States there was
actually more distress among the
labouring people than there was in
any part of the Dominion. The hon.
member for Terrebonne was always
looking to bringing to Manitoba his
friends from the United States, who.
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emigrated there a few years ago.
A large number of them bad already
come back to Canada, but why did
they not remain in the United States
if the protective system had been
beneficial, and they could do better
there than here ? The fact was the
Americans had protected themselves
out of the markets of the world, and
thus many people, who went there
hoping to get the inflated prices of a
few years ago, had to come back to
Canada because they could not get a
living. Evidence on this point was
furnished by the last report of the
Toronco Board of Trade:

" While our matufactaring interests have
felt the full force of the financial depression,
the operating classes are in general more
fortunately situated than are those of the
neighbouring Republic or more distant
manufacturing districts."

The House had been led to beheve
that the city of Toronto, and all the
cities in the Upper Province were
largely in favour of protection. It
might naturally be expected that the
Board of Trade, composed as it was of
gentlemen selected on account of their
tinancial abilities and famiiliarity with
the wants of the country, would only
make statements which they had good
ground for, and yet they reported as
follows:

" The vexed question of Protection v. Free-
trade bas been discussed at the Dominion
Board of Trade. Particular prominence has
been given to it un account of prevailing
general depression.

" This Council, while recognizing the fuli
importance of having manufactories in our
midet, would deplore the creation of such a
tariff as would in all probability promote
unhealthy competition, and bring about
financial distress. While our tariff bas
practically been framed for revenue pur-
p oses, the industrial interests have not been
est sight of, and it is a question requiring

much thought and consideration how far a
tariff can be stretched in that direction."

And Mr. Worts, a leading business
gentleman of the Province, in moving
the adoption of the report, said he
liked its tenor very mach, and it was
calculated to make business men
more Conservative. He would draw
the attention of the louse to a position
which he had mentioned on previous
occasion, that the manufacturers under
the 17k per cent. tarif£ had the
idvantage of about 71 per cent. which

Mfr. JoNES.

i t cost to import goods i nto this country,
making altogether about 25 per cent.,
and hon. members must admit that any
interest which could notsucceed under
careful and judicious management, on
such a protective duty was not one
which they should endeavour to foster.
The value of gold had largely declined
in the United States, which placed the
manufacturers in a much better position
than they were twelve months ago. The
hon. gentleman lad referred to the
duty on beer. Under the present ar-
rangement, beer had a protection of
20 per cent. and hc thought the brew-
ers should be able to get along fairly
with that. But there was one point
that he thought the Governnent might
have dealt with in discussing a tariff.
There was no doubt that many anomi-
alies existed in the present tariff. If
the Government had considered there-
were certain articles which might
fairly have borne a small duty, the
general burthen of taxation might
have been more evenly distributed. He
said that, because the tariff framed by
the late Government was for some
reason or other very exceptional in its
character. Take spikes and iron for
instance. Iron paid 5 per cent. duty and
spikes 17½ per cent., while galvanized
spikes came in duty free. There was
another point to which attention had
been directed, and that was the sugar
duties. He ventured to say it was a
question regarding which the people
might have expected legislation at the
hands of the Government. An article
of that importance, from vhich a large
amount of revenue was collected, ought
to have been more prominently re-
ferrod to, considering the opportunty
the Government had had for collectinig
information in regard to it. le was
aware that the Government might say
they did not feel in the position to try
an experiment in the present con-
dition of the revenue-that proposais
submitted to them with regard tO
placing sugar on a different basis were
of a speculative character and that
they did not like, at this time, at al'
events, to run any risk. But they
might have proposed, if they had
taken the trouble to consider the i
formation submitted to them, such a
scheme as would have fairly encoW
raged that large i ndustry. le thought
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the sugar interest had not been
flairly treated in that respect. Every
hon. member in business knew that the
Government bad laid down a rule that
certain articles purchased in the
United States could not be introduced
ja this -ountry at their cost price-
that the Government had provided
that the wholesale prices current on
.such articles as pianos, organs and
sewing machines should not be taken
into account in paying the duty; and,
if a merchant went to the United
Scates to purchase sucli articles because
he could get them at a cheap rate,
when brought into Canada, they were
not admitted to duty at the rate they
were purchased lor in the United
States. That might be right or wrong,
but he had an id-ea the Govornment
was rather exceeding its authority in
laying down an arbitrary valuation on
articles before they were imported.
The Government had ample oppor-
tunity and power to deal with the
goods that came into Canada, but ho
was not aware that they could fix a value
upon an article before it was offered
for duty at the custom-house. But it
had been done in the interests of Cana-
dian manufacturers. It was done
because there was an impression that
the people of the United States sold
goods cheaper to the people of Canada
than to their own people.

An ION. MEMBER: Might not
false invoices be used ?

Mr. JONES (-Halifax) said ho could
assure his hon. friend that false
invoices were not used in the cases
that had come under his notice, because
be knew the market value of the
goods. If the Government had
applied that samo principle to sugar,
he would not have complained; but the
lprinciple applied to the manufacturers
lad been refused to the sugar-refiners.
The sugar interest demanded some con-
sideration, because, if some legislation
did not speedily take place, ho was
-afraid we were going to lose a large
trade with the West Indies. That trade,in the Maritime Provinces, at the
prsent moment involved from three to
,our million dollars a year, but the in-
evitable result of the present policy
Would be to drive the whole trade to
the United States. We sent our vessels

with outward cargoes, which where
sold in the West Indies, and they were
obliged to take the sugar to the Uni-
ted States to Lave it refined. Cargoes
of sugar passed through the BosLon re-
fineries, and in 24 or 36 hours were
exported into Canada again under a
bounty of 50 per cent. Such a system
could not continue very long. In a
short time, when the Amoricans found
out that they Lad destroyed our trade,
they would dictate their own terms,
and then it would be seen how disas-
trous the present policy was. Lord
Derby, speaking on this question in the
House of Lords in 1875, said:

" I think ny noble friend put this question
a little too mach as if it affected, exclusively,
the interests of the colonial producer and the
sugar-refiner. From our point of view, it is
also a question affecting the generalinterests
of the public. We are convinced that any
advantage of the cheapness to the consumer,
which can be obtained by means of the boun-
ty on foreign sugar, will be temporary only,
because if the bounty were continued long
enough and raised iigh enough to drive the
English sugar-refiners and colonial producer
out of the market, then it follows that the
foreign producer would get the monopoly of
the market, in which case the price would
not long remain at a low rate."

He had other authorities on the sub-
ject, but he would not quote therm at
that late hour. He would merely say
that the convention with France, Great
Britain, and the other European Powers
covered the difficulty. But it was
lately discovered that Belgium was
commencing the systeni of bounties,
and the Powers immediately declared
themselves free from any understand-
ing on the point. During the last
Session of the general Parliament, a
Bill was introduced imposing a surtax
on all sugars coming into the country
equal to the bounty given by the
country from which they were ex-
ported. On this point, Lord Derby
said that if they had any duties in
England at all they would ho able to
deal with the question; but, in the
present condition of the English funds,
it was hard to ask for the imposition of
a duty on sugar when only two Sessions
before the duty was taken off, and
when there was no necessity, as far as
the public funds wore concerned, to
justify it. The question was now
before the Imperial Government, and
it would, no doubt, be dealt with at
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an early day. Unless this Govern-
ment was prepared to deal with the
subject in the same manner as had
been done by Germany, and impose a
duty on American sugar equal to the
bounty, it was no use for them to con-
sider the tarif at ail. One hon. gentle-
man, in referring to the condition of
the public mind, said that the Govern-
ment had not ventured to open the
constituency of ialifax because they
were afraid that an Opposition member
might be returned. There was no one
more anxious than himself that his
colleague, who had so long and worthily
represented the county, should have
taken that position, if he had thought
it consistent with his own feelings. If,
however, the hon. gentleman had done
so and there had been an election ho
would have been returned by as large
a majority as he (Mr. Jones) had at the
last election. The hon. member for
Cardwell had referred to the increased
expenditure in varions branches of the
public service. Tho expenditure
naturally had increased since 1867, but
there was no increase in the years to
which the hon. member had referred.
It was impossible that a new country
like this could be governed without
there being to a certain extent an
increase year by year. The hon.
gentleman had referred to the increased
expenditure in the Post Office, but ho
should have remembered that two years
ago the postal rates were reduced on
letters and newspapers, and that, while
the people were largely benefitted, a
large amount of revenue was swept
away. If the hon. member had been
in the House ho would have remem-
bered the resolution moved by Sir
Alexander Galt, which was equivalent
to a vote of want of confidence. The
resolution was as follows:-

"That the Speaker do not now leave the
chair,butbe it resolved thatthisHouse regards
the continued and rapid increase in the ordi-
nary ex nses of Goverument excessive and
uncalled for, and believes that, unless more
strict economy be observed in the general
outlay of the country, great evils will speedily
arise.

Sir Alexander Galt on that occasion
pointed out that during the three years
which had elapsed since Confederation
the expenses of civil Government had
increased 45 per cent.; but the hon.

Mr. JoxnM.

gentleman, who usually supported the-
right hon. member for Kingston, bad
nevertheless voted against the amend-
ment, and consequently declared that
it was right and proper so to increase
such expenditure. Ho would tell his
hon. friend that if ho desired fully to
investigate this matter, ho should go
back farther than ho had done. He
was very glad to hear the remarks of
the hon. member for Cardwell with
regard to the Weights and Measures
Act, to which, when it was introduced,
ho (Mr. Jones) had taken exception.
He had then requested the Government
to delay putting it into operation, and
to refrain from putting the country to
the expense and inconvenience it
would entail. He had considered the
Act oppressive, unnecessary and un-
called for. He had said:

" It muet be obvious that this was a retro-
grade step. Our largest transactions were
with the West Indies and our neighbours
alougside of us, where the wiue measure
was in use. We had made every effort to
assimilate our trade customs with those of
our neighbours acrosa the border. We had
assimilated our currency to theirs; we had
adopted the continental gauge for our rail-
ways, and now we were adoting a system
of weights and measures, w hch the old
country would be glad to get rid of. We
might as well return to the system of
pounds, shillings and pence, or hundred-
weights, quarters and pounds."

He was rebuked on that occasion by
the hon. member for Cumberland as
having abused his privileges, an ex-
pression the hon. gentleman was very
apt to indnlge in. The hon. member
said :

"If he had not made any renarks on the
subject it was because there was nothing be-
fore the House. He looked upon such a dis-
cussion as an abuse of the privilege of
drawing attention to these matters when the
orders of the day were called. When this
measure was attacked on a proper occasion
he was not at all backward in stating t the
House that he held himself entirely resporn
sible as a member of the late Government
for this legislation."

He quite agreed with the hon. mem-
ber for Cardwell with reference to this
Act, a measure which ho believed was
introduced by the late Governlent in
order to secure extended patronage. I
was never carefully considered, af
never called for by the people. The
ground ho had taken was abundantlY
justified by the feeling of the country
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in this relation, by the general incon-
venience the Act had caused, and by
the great anxiety the 1pe evinced
to have it abolished. He would give
notice of his intention to endeavour
to secure its repeal, and he invited
the hon. gentleman's co-operation.
If the hon. gentlemen on the opposite
side of the Ilouse, who had applauded
the sentiments uttered by the hon.
member for Cardwell, would also lend
lend their assistance, he hoped they
would be able to wipe this obnoxious
Act from the Statute-book.

An HON. MEMBER: You cannot
do it.

Mr. JONES said they would try to
do it at all events. Better reasons
would have to be given than had been
given to justify his consent to the Act
remaining in its present state. In the
Estimates, $100,000 was asked to pro-
vide for the payment of Inspectors and
other expenses connected with the
working of the Act. He did not
hesitate to say that this was a waste of
public money. This was one of the
measures which seemed to be intro-
duced to order to embarass business
men, rather than with any other object.
It had been said it had been put into
operation in order that Inspectors
might be appointed. He for one
would reply that, although with his
colleagues he had taken the responsi-
bility of recommending a gentleman
for such a position, he was willing
to accept, with his colleague, the
responsibility of securing the repeal of
the Act, and legislating these inspec-
tors, &c., out of office. The hon. mem-
ber for Cardwell, while referring to
the recent loan, had laid down a pro-
position which, if applied to his own
profession, he thought the hon. gen-
tleman would be the first to repudiate.
The hon. gentleman was a distinguished
Inember of an honourable profession,
to which belonged gentlemen who
Would scorn to do anything which was
lot straightforward and honest. Never-

theless, the hon. gentleman had laid
do'wn the proposition that, if any

rson came to him and sought pro-
esional advice, he would give advice in

accrdance with his own interests, and
with the amount of money which he
'Wa8to make out of the transaction--this

was the logical sequence of the hon.
gentleman's argument. The hon. gen-
tleman told them that, whenthe Finance
Minister went to our financial agents
in England, they, of course, would give
such advice as would be most bene-
ficial to their own interests, because
they themselves were taking one
quarter of a million of the loan. He
would tell the hon. gentleman that
Glyn, Mills, and Baring were well
known and highly appreciated in the
financial institutions of the world, and
their reputation stood as high, as
regarded honourable dealing, as
the reputation of gentlemen who
held the highest legal positions in this
country, and they would scorn to
tender advice which might at all reflect
upon them as the agents of the Domin-
ion. The hon. gentleman taking up
the same argument which had been
used by the hon. member for Cumber-
land, charged that these gentlemen
advised the Minister of Finance to
place the loan at 91, and that, in con-
sequence of this fact, the public securi-
ties of Canada, which had been quoted
at 94, or thereabouts, declined to 92T.
The hon. gentleman, if he was familiar
with business transactions, must have
known that, if this was the effect of
placing the loan at 91, that effect
-would have been much greater if the
price of the loan had not been fixed at
all.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: Five times
more was asked for than could be
allotted.

Mr. JONES: That was because the
price was fixed at the sum mentioned.

Mr. BOWELL : Who would give
94 when they could buy at 91 ?

Mr. JONES said the effect of the
loan going on the market was to bring
down the securities of the Dominion to
that extent. The best proof that could
be given of the soundnei s of the loan
was that these gentlemen, so eminent
in the financial world, were willing to
put down their names for the quarter
of it.

Some lHON. .MEMBERS : Hear,
hear.

Mr. JONES: Hon. gentlemen ex-
claimed " Hear, hear," but they must
know very well that 'if a man entered
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into any business transaction, the best
evidence he could give of his faith in it
was to invest in it to a large amount.
When the Minister of Finance could
point to the financial agents of the
Government, who were familiar with
our position and our resources, and say
that they were willing to take one
quarter of the loan, it was the best
evidence-apart from the loan itself-
that could be offered to keep up the
credit of the country, and to prevent
our other public securities from declin-
ing to a lower point.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: This
is the best evidence that it was worth
more. When these gentlemen took
hold of the loan, it was evidently worth
more; and accordingly they subscribed
to keep part of it for themselves.

Mr. MILLS: The hon gentleman
implies that they gave improper ad-
vice.

An HON. MEUBER: It was a busi-
ness transaction.

Mr. JONES said the hon. member
intimated that the flnancial agents gave
improper advice. The right hon. mem-
ber might take whichever horn of the
dilemma he liked best. If the hon.
gentleman was prepared to say that
these agents gave improper advice,
this was a proposition which could be
discussed. If, on the other hand, the
hon. gentleman did not mean this, he
ought to say so, because bouses like
the Barings and the Glyns were in a
position to do this country great ser-
vice, and it was not well in our interests
that insinuations should be made by
eminent public men, which tended to
cast a slur on those gentlemen. He
thought that our financial agents should
know what the opinion of the leaders
of the Opposition was in their regard.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
Mr. JONES said the question to

be decided at the close of the discussion
was whether the Government should
enjoy their confidence. He had lis-
tened most carefully to the arguments
advanced against the Government, and
had come to the conclusion that the
affairs of the country had been admin-
istered wisely, carefully, prudently and
economically. The Government, on
coming into power, had been met with

Mr. JoNEs.

great difficulties, the legacies of the
late Administration. One of these
was the Riel question. While the
present leader of the Opposition was
pretending, in his own Province, that
he was anxious to catch a certain gen-
tleman, evidence taken before a
Select Committee showed that at the
same time he was furnishing him funds
to live in another country. This mat-
ter was settled by the present G-overn-
ment, if not satisfactorily, in the best
possible manner, and he believed that
the settlement was very satisfactory.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman is mistaken. It was
settled by the Governor-General, with-
out reference to the Government. The
Govern ment had nothing to do with it.

Mr. BOWELL: I think that the
Government is responsible for the
whole of it.

Mr. JONES said the Government had
also sottled the New Brunswick School
Question, which the late Adminis-
tration had not dared to touch, fearing
local influences and religious difficul-
ties. The present Government had
indicated the right of the Local Parlia-
ment and had invited such an expres-
sion of opinion from the Imperial
Government as brought this matter
to a settlement. Another question
related to British Columbia. The
late Government, by the aid of a large
majority, had torced on the Iouse
laws bringing British Columbia into
Confederation and committing this
country to an expenditure which they
themselves now admitted we were in-
capable of literally fulfilling. The
only fault he had to find with the
Government was that they had not re-
pudiated the whole transaction.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Ilear,
hear.

Mr. JONES: Hon. gentlemen say
"iHear, hear."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is coming.

Mr. JONES: I hold that the publie
opinion of this country would have
justified the act.

An HON. MEMBER: Never.

Mr. JONES said that, if the Govern-
ment had told British Columbia:
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..You wore brought in under an
arrangement of which we did not ap-
prove, and one which the people of this
countrv would never have ratified if it
had been submitted to thom, and, while
we are not anxious for you to remain
in Confederation if it does not suit you,
we will not conform to or carry out the
agreement of the late Government
requiring us to build the Pacifie Rail-
way." He bel ieved that if this attitude
had been assumed, the people of this
country would have approved of it.

An HON. MEMBER: Certainly.
Mr. JONES said he had mentioned

sone of the difficulties which the late
Government had to -meet, and they
had dealt with everything in a prac-
tient manner.

'à-, BOWELL: Sugar excepted.
Mr. JONES said that, further, every

hon, gentleman was iamiliar with the
system of corruption which had pre-
vailed throughout the country during
the existence of the late Administra-
tion. He knew itwell to his cost.

An HON. MEMBER: There is no
doubt about that.

Mr. JONES said this lasted so long as
the Government had control of the
Secret Service money. He believed
some of it had been sent to his own
county, Pictou, in 1872. He thought
it had also been largely sent to Nova
Scotia in 1869, when the Hon. Mr.
HUOwe ran his election for Hants. The
first thing the present Government had
done was to place an Act on the Statute-
book which rendered such things im-
Possible. They and their friends
had, perhaps, suffered in consequ-
ence, but this was only right. Theyinight have overstepped the bounds
prescribed by the Act, but the
country, nevertheless, owed them a
debt of gratitude in this respect. If
the Act was properly administered, it
Imade electoral corruption impossible.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
late Government passed this law.

Mr. JONES said hon. gentlemen
Pposite said that the late Opposition

foced them to repeal the National
poley, and the late Government haditroduced this Election Law because
the OPPOsition had forced it on them;

and this was only after they had cou-
mitted bribery extensively through one
or two general elections. The Govern-
ment had also established the Supreme
Court, while the civil and religious
rights and privileges of the country
had been vindicated and sustained.
When party feeling and animosity died
away, the people would recognize the
fact that public affairs had been fairly
and honestly administered. Their
whole object had been to elevate the
interests of the country.

Mr. IRKPATRICK: And the
standard.

Mr. JONES wondered why the hon.
gentleman did not also say " big push.'
The Government could challenge the
confidence of thoir friends in and out
of the House, and when the proper
time came, they could appeal to the
country with the sane confidence, and
thon they would be triumphantly sus-
tained.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said ho
wished to answer the hon. membor for
fIalifax with regard to the sugar ques-
tion. It appeared that there wero ad-
vocates in the flouse for ail branches of
trade. He thought that tho duty on sugar
was at all ovents high enough; and he
had understood the hon, member for
Halifaxto argue that the dnty should be
increased.

Mr. JONES (Halifax): No.
Mr. ROSS said the sugar rofiners

had argued that the duty was higher
upon the low grades of sugar than
upon the higher grades. H1e had mado
a calculation which he had verified by
the evidence given before the Depres-
sion of Trade Committee last year.
For the six months ending the 3lst of'
December last, there had been imported
from the United States, 11,497,288 lb.
of hard sugar, against 4,186,982 lb.
from Great Britain ; of white sugar,
125,752 lb. from the United States
against 7,913,834 lb. from Great Brit.
ain; of yellow sugar, 1,631,158 lb. from
the United States against 21,797,354
lb. from Great Britain. The total
amount imported from Great Britain
was 34,323,967 lb. ; from the United
States, 13,923,494 1b., and from other
countries, 9,881,609 lb., making in ail
for those six months, 58,129,070 lb. of
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sugar imported into Canada. It thore-
fore appeared that the larger portion
of the sugar did not come from the
United States. It was said that sugar
was higher in price during the last
year or two than before, but that was
not true. From 1868 to 1872, the low-
est price of yellow sugar was 9.35, the
highest price 10.15 and the average
9.85. From 1872 to 1876, the lowest
price of yellow was 7j and of white a
little more than 9.

Mr. JONES (Halifax): What is
the price to-day ?

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) : It is
about 6s. 8d. cheaper than it has been
for years past. On January 15, 1876,
the price was 18s. 6d. ; on April 12,
19s.; on July 25, 22s. 6d.; on October
19, 24s. 3d.; on October 26, 25s. 6d.;
on November 1, 26s.; on November
11, 35s.; on November 16, 32s. 6d.;
on November 23, 33s. 9d.; on Decem-
ber 14, 31s.; on December 21, 30s. 6d.;
on January 18, 30s. 6d.; and on Feb-
ruary 19, 27s. 3d. lie thought it was
to the interest of this country that
sugar should be bought as cheap as
possible. He thought there should be
no additional duty, and he considered
the Government deserved credit for
taking the drawback off refined sugar.
He thought the change in the tariff was
in the interest of the country. There
was a great cry about the duty on tea,
but it would only amount to an addition
offrom $250,000 to 8260,000 in twelve
months. He also gave them credit for
taking the duty off coal oilamounting to
about $900,000 a year, which every one
used, especially in the rural districts.
It was said that a poor man.had to pay
as much of the 2c. duty on tea as the
rich man, but tea had not been as cheap
for 30 years as it was to-day. If there
was one item more than another on
which the duty could be increased it
was on tea, and it was a burden which
could easily be taken off. He agreed
with the increase of the duties on malt,
beer and porter, and believed the
country would back the Government
up in their proposals upon that subject.
He had formerly been more or less a
Protectionist, and had for many years
supported the present members of the
Opposition in their policy on that
point, but, when he found that they

Mr. Ross.

adopted a National Policy at throe
o'clock, which they repealed at half-
past seven on the same day, he got
tired of them and would not follow
them any longer. He did not think
the Liberal party were the means
of repealing that National Policy, but
believed it was the member for Cam.
berland, who put the screws on the
Government and made them repeal it.
He would be very glad to support the
proposal of the Finance Minister.

Mr. FLEMING moved the adjourn.
ment of the debate.

Motion to adjourn the debate agreed
to.

House adjourned at
Fifteen minutes after

Twelve o'clock.

ROUSE OF COMMONS.

Monday, 12th March, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

REPIRESENTATION OF ELECTORS
OF STOUFFVILLE BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. METCALFE introduced a Bili
(No. 70) To preserve to the electors of
the village of Stouffville the continu-
ance of their representation in Parlia-
ment, t> the respective electoral
divisions in which they were placed
before the incorporation of the said
village.

Bill read the first time.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT
REPEAL BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) moved fo:'
leave to introduce a Bill (No. 71) To
repeal the Act 36 Victoria chap. 47,
entitled " An Act respecting Weights
and Measures."

Mr. MACDONNELL asked if the
Bill did not come under Rale 4 1, which
provided that all measures affeet'11g
trade should be first introduced by
resolution.

Mr. SPEAKER said the question
was whether this was one of the les-
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sures affecting trade contemplated by
the rule. His impression was that it
was, but ho was not prepared to decide

positively and the Bill might as well

go to the next stage.
Mr. HIOLTON said he would suggest

that the hon. member for Halifax
should withdraw his motion. and rein-
troduce it when Mr. Speaker was pro-
pared to decide the point.

Mir. KIRKPATRICK said, according
to the authorities, this was not a ques-
tion affecting trade. May said:

"Bills relating to weights and measures
have been treated as questions of public
policy, affecting the whole community, and
not merely the interests of trade."

Mr. TUPPER said this subject was
considered so important by the Gov-
ernment that it was referred to in the
Speech. The motion of the hon. mem-
ber for Halifax, therefore, was virtu-
ally one of want of confidence. He
suggested that tho hon. member could
attain bis object, if there was any .difli-
culty as to getting the Bill before the
House, by moving a general vote of
want of confidence.

Mr. JONES said he was obliged for
the advice of the hon. gentleman. He
thought this question could be dealt
with in the same way as the Insolvent
Act iRepeal Bill. It was then an-
nounced by the Government that, if
the louse thought fit to adopt the
measure, they would not take further
action, at the same time intimating
that, in the event of the Act not being
repealed, they had certain amendments
to propose. ie proposed to invite the
opiion of the louse as to the pro-
priety of repealing the Weights and
Measures Act. If the motion was not
affirmed, he presumed that a notice of
motion looking to the amendment of
the Act would be in order.

Mr. SPEAKER said May seemed
to be very clear on the point, and ho
thought the hon. member would b
safe in allowing his motion to stand.
There was, moreover, a case in point
in the Journals of the British House of
Commons. On the 10th July; 1860,
leave wa8 given to introduce a Bill
relating to Weights and Measures on
motion.

Mr. HOLTON aid ho thought the
reasoning in May -rather unconclusive

when ho said this was a matter of pub-
lic policy and thorefore need not be
founded on resolution. Were not trade
and commerce matters of public policy?

Mr. SPEAKER said the inference
from May was that procedure should
be taken by resolution when the Bill
applied to some special trade, the buy-
ing and selling or exporting and im-
porting of merchandise.

Bill read the first time.

PRIVATE BILLS.

THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were severally
considered in Committee of the Whole,
reported, read the third time and pased:-

Bill (No. 28) Respecting the Niagara
Grand Island Bridge Company.-(Mr.
Thomson, Welland.)

Bill (No. 25) To amend the Act in-
corporating the Canada Atlantic Cable
Company.-(Mr. Thomson, Welland.)

Bill (No. 43) To authorize the Union
Forwarding and Railway Company to
reduce its paid-up capital.-(Mr.
Currier.)

SPRINGHILL AND PARRS-
BOROUGH COAL AND

RAILWAY CO. BILL.

[BILL No. 12.]

(Mr. Domville.)

CONSIDEREDI IN COMMITTEE.

House resolved itself into Com-
mittee of the Whole to consider Bill
(No. 12) To grant additional powers
to the Springhill and Parrsborough
Coal and Railway Company (Limited).

(In the Committee.)
Bill ordered to be reported, with cer

tain amendments.
flouse resumed.
Bill, as amended, reported.
Amendments r»ad tse frst and second

times and agreed to.

FISI BREEDING ESTABLISH-
MENT IN CAPE BRETON.

QUESTION.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) asked
whether it was the intention of the Gov.
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ernment to erect, as requested, a Fish
Breeding Establishment in Cape Bre-
ton.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) : It is
,not.

DREDGING IN CAPE BRZETON.

QUEsTION.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) asked
whether it was the intention of the
'Government to comply with the re
quest that certain dredging should be
done in the localities indicated in Cape
Breton county.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I do not know
where the localities indicated are. I
can merely say, however, as to dredging
.generally, that the whole dredging
power in the hands of the Government
will be devoted to the localities which
seem most to requ ire it in proportion to
trade, and the obstacles opposed to navi-
gation. The attention of the Chief
Engineer has been directed towardsthe
localities which have been brought to
my notice by members of the Honse
and local petitions ; and, before he
leaves the capital, arrangements will
,be made to have the dredges sent to
those places which seem to require
them most in bis opinion.

QUARANTINE STATION AND
HOSPITAL AT SYDNEY.

QUESTION.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) asked
whether it was the intention of the
,Government to comply with the re-
quest that a Quarantino Station should
-be established and Hospital orected at
;the Port of Sydney, Cape Breton.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Such an estab-
lishment has already beon created
thore, and the only question which
arises is whether that hospital shall be
ýused for persons having infectious
diseases, or whether a somewhat small
one shall be erected more remote from
the population, for the purpose of re-
,ceiving patients suffering from infec-
tions diseases. It is likely that some
provision will be made for that from
the vote contained in the Estimates
last year.

Mr. MACKAY.

BREAKWATER AT MAIN-A-D)IEU

QUESTION.

Mr. Mc DONALD (Cape Breton)
asked whether it was the intention of
the Government to put a suai of money
in the Stipplementary Estimates to
build a breakwater at Main-a-Dieu. N.&

Mr. MACKENZIE: I might say that
the Supplementary Estimates will dis-
close t hat when they corne down, but
I have no objection to say we do nok
think that this is one ot' the places
which imperatively requires such a
work at the present time.

FOURCH-1I HARBOUR, RICHMONI)
COUNTY.

QUESTION.

Mr. FLYNN asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
dredge the harbour of Fourchi, in the
county of Richmond, this year.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I can only give
the same answer which J gave to the
hon. member for Cape Breton. This is
a matter which will be reported upon
by the Chief Engineer, and we will be
directed to a great extent, if not en-
tirely by his opinion.

PORT HOOD HARBOUL

MOTION FOR REPORTS AND PLANS.

Mr. MACDONNELL moved for ail
Reports and Plans of Port Hlood
Harbour in the county of Invernes
made by ongineers under the directionl
of the Dominion Government.

Motion agreed to.

GOVENMENT BANK DEPOSITS.

MOTION FOR RETURNs.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) movod for a
return of Government Deposits in the
different banks of the Dominion fo
each quarter from January 1st, 1876,
to Jaunuary 1st, I 77, inclusive.

Mr. TUPPER suggested that the
return should state the amount'Jew'
ing intereet, and also the rate of
interest.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario) said it
would be advisable to have the retums

(COMMONS.] Business.



Business. 621

furnished every inonth instead of every
quarter.

Motion, as amended, agreed Io, as
follows -

Ruoived, That an order of the House do
issue for a return of the Government deposits
in the different banks of the Dominion on
the first day of each month, from January
1Ft, 1876, to January 1st, 1877, inclusive;
and also at the agencies of such banks and
banking houses in London, and specifying
the aiiounts drawing interest, and the rate
thereof.

APPOINTMENT OF J. G. NORR[S.

MOTION FOR CCRRESPONDENCE.

Mr. DEWDNEY moved for corres-
pondence with reference to the appoint-
ment of Mr. J. G. Norris as Deputy
Collector of Customs at Kootenay,
B3ritish Columbia, with copies of any
recommendations on his behalf. He
ntated that the gentleman who occupied
the position prior to the appointment
of Mr. Norris wad a Mr. Seeley, who,
nnfortunately, was taken with a very
,evere illness. About that time a gen-
tleman (Mr. C. T. Dupont) was sent to
Inspect the Customs Ports between
Victoria and Kootenay, and last Session
the hon. the Min ister of Customs for
warded a letter from Mr. Dupont to
hiself, stating that he was about
leaving for Kootenay, and suggesting
that some one should be appointed in
his place, and asking him (Mr. Dewd-
ney) to make a recommendation for
the appointment. He did so, and
recommended Mr. Fernie. Mr. Dupont
'as then sent to Kootenay (in the
meantime Mr. Seeley died) and placed
Mr. Fernie in charge of the port, and
hl remained there for some months,when M-r. Norris appeared with his
cOmmission in bis pocket, and Mr.
Vernie had to leave. This was a greathardship to Mr. fernie, who had re-
ýned his appointment of some $1,400
a year to take charge of the Customs.

M- UBIRPEE (St. John) said all the
members from British Columbia had

ed Mr. Norris's recommendation tothe Government.

•- DEWIDNE Y said he was author-
0d to state that not a single member

o ritish Columbia had recom-
aended Mr. Norris for the Koo(enay
apPomntment. He read an extractom a letter from the hon. the Minister

of Customs to a Mr. Bunting, of St.
John, New Brunswick, in which he
stated : " I wrote to the members fer
British Columbia about your brother,
asking them to nominatu him, but their
answer was that they were committed
to Mr. Norris." This he (Mr. Dewdney)
stated was false.

Motion agreed to.

INSPECTION OF BRITISII COL-
JMBIA CUSTOMS STATIONS.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. DEWDNEY moved for copies of
all correspondence between the Gov-
ernment and Mr. C. T. Dupont, or any
other parties, with reference to bis
inspection of the several Customs Sta-
tions between Victoria and Kootenay
in 1876; also, copy of instructions to
Mr. Dupont, as well as his report on
his return.

Motion agreed to.

THE LATE EDWIN LARWILL.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE AND
DOCUMENTS.

Mr. STEPHENSON moved for
copies of all Orders in Council, corres-
pondence and documents passed or
written subsequent to the 1st October,
1876, relating to the superannuation,
retiring allowance, or allowance made
to the widow or relations of Edwin
Larwill, a late employé of the Domin-
ion Govern ment, deceased. Ie said ho
submitted the motion for the purpose
of ascertaining the truth or falsity of
the statement made that great injustice
had been done to the family of Mr.
Larwill. Many years ago Mr. Larwill
was recommended for employment in
the public service. and received a situa-
tion, the duties of which ho had dis-
charged faithfully and honestly. Lat-
terly, in consequence of bis being an
old mnan and in feeble health, it was
decided that he should retire from the
service, and it was arranged with the
Government that he should be paid
$1,000. Mr. Larwill left Ottawa for
Chatham with the distinct understand-
ing that that allowance would be
granted. It appeared that an Order in
Council was passed granting Mr. Lar-
will that gratuity, but before the Order
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in Couneil was transmitted to him he
<ied, and his widow, who was residing
in Manitoba, was compelled to accept
twomonths'gratuity. Taat wassurely
a hardship, and although $800 might
probably have been saved to the coun-
try, it had been taken from the widow,
and the country did not ask such
economy at the hands of the Govern-
ment. If the Order in Council giving
such gratuity were passed before he
died, the least the Government could
do would be to pass the choque to the
credit of the widow and give her the
money.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member for Chatham could obtain the
papers he asked for, with the exception
.of the Order in Council granting two
znonths' gratuity, as there was no such
Order. lie thought the hon. member
had botter have left the matter alone.
Mr. Larwill was an old member of
Parliament whom he had more than
once befriended. Mr. Larwill had been
unable to do any work for two years;
ho obtained leave of absence for two
months and afterwards for six months,
and shortly after ho returned ho was
unable to attend to active duties. Mr.
Larwill then asked leave of absence for
-other three or six months, whereupon
he (Mr. Mackenzie) suggested as to
whether it would not be botter for him
to accept a gratuity, and to relinquish
all idea of doing further service. Mr.
Larwili thought that would be the
better plan, and the question of the
arrangement to be made was referred
to -the Department. It was decided
that $912, one year's pay, should be
given to him, and an Order in Council
was passed carrying out the arrange-
menu. Mr. Larwill died seven or eight
days afterwards, and the money had
been sent, ho believed, to his widow
Some time ago.

Mr. STEPHENSON asked if ho was
to understand that the year's allowance
had been sent to Mr. Larwill's widow.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the noces-
.sary order had been given, and ho
thought the money had been sent.
The hon. the leader of the Opposition
would agree with him that such money
became the property of the estate, and

Mr. STEPHENsON.

the legal difficulty of dealing with it
in thatway had probably caused Borne
delay. It was the custom to give two
months' pay t every employé on
the Civil Service list who left the ser-
vice. Mr. Larwill was never on the
Civil Service list; ho was employed
about the Parliamentary Buildings.
He (Mr. Mackenzie) was personally
very desirous to show all possible
kindness towards au old neighbour
and old political opponent. When the
money became the property of the
estate in consequence of the Order in
Council having been passed before his
death, it became a question as to how
the money should be paid. If it could
properly be paid to the widow, such
would be done ; if not, to the parties
to whom the estate belonged, and he
was not able at present to determine
the point.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it was a fact that the hon. the Premier
and other gentlemen of the same poli-
tical party joined in a request that Mr.
Larwill should be employed and he
had been so employed. Ho was very
glad to hear that the grant had been
given, and ho hoped no difficulty
would be found in paying over the
money to the widow.

Mr. BLAKE said the question · is tO
the position of the Government with
respect to the Order in Council which
had been passed had been brought
before his attention as legal adviser to
the Government. He was of the opin-
ion that the Government had made a
bargain with Mr. Larwill by which he
was entitled t one year's pay, and
that his death did not entitle the Gov-
ernment, if they felt disposed, to with-
draw from the bargain, and make the
usual grant of two months' pay. The
grant, therefore, became an assot of
Mr. Lamwill, and an asset of his estate.

Mr. STEPHENSON said ho was ex-
tremely glad to have beard the state>
monts of the hon. the Premier and the
hon. the Minister of Justice, because,'l
his section of country, advantage had
been taken of Mr. Larwill's ca8 to
attack the Government.

Motion, with leave of the 1ouse
withdrawn.

i COMMONS.] Edwin Lamul.
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PETITION OF ELIZABETH
SULLIVAN.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) moved for
copies of ail correspondence between
the Department of Public Works and
the Engineer in charge of the Culbute
Canal, in reference to the petition of
Elizabeth Sullivan, of the township of
Pembroke, in the county of Renfrew,
praying for compensation for damages
alleged to have been sustained by lier,
through the construction of a dam at
the said Culbute Canal, together with a
copy of the Engineer's report on the
subject-matter of the said petition.

Motion agreed to.

THE RIDEAU CANAL.

MOTION' FOR RETURN.

Mr. SHIBLEY moved for a return
showing the quantity and price of land
purchased for the purposes of the con-
struction and maintenance of the
Kingston and Ottawa division of the
Rideau Canal; also copies of ail leases
or agreements disposing of any water-
power in connection with said canal.
lHe said he had asked for the return
because a large number of dams had
been erected by the Government across
several of the principal streams running
through the rear of the county ho had
the honour to represent, drowning
large quantities of land belonging to
prvate individuals, ostensibly for the
purposes of the Rideau Canal, but in
reality for the purposes and in the in-terests of a few mill-owners and lum-
bermnen, who controlled the dams and
regulated the waters to suit themselves,
without regard to the requirements of
the canal. The origin of the principal
"ne of those dams, called the Dominion
Dama, near Devil Lake, across the out-let of Mud Lake in the township of
Bedford which dammed the waterbackthrough several other lakes and streams'n the townships of Loughborough,
Portland and Bedford, dated back some
twenty-five or thirty years. It was
tlrst erected and maintained in a tem-
porary inanner by a few mill-owners
and lumbermen to enable them to run
timuber and loge, and to croate a reser-voir for thèir mills. Finding it difficult

and expensive to keep up the dams, and
to arrange with a number of persons
whose lands were drowned by the
dam, and who were kept quiet by
annual payments, which, in the case of
a Mr. O'Reilly, amounted to the
aggregate of *1,250, the mill-owners
and lumbermen who erected the dam
persuaded the Government in 1871 and
1872 to assume the dam, add conse-
quently to assume the responsibilities
of the parties erecting the dams
to the persons whose lands were
injured. The Government not only
assumed the dam and the responsibili-,
ties ref erred to, but they even did more:
they raised the dam higher than it
had ever been, and consequently flood-
ed the country and the lands of the
unfortunate people in the vicinity more
than ever; and, although the Govern-
ment, when assuming the dam, noces-
sarily assumed the responsibility of
settling with those whose lands were
damageodby it, and although by raising
the dam highor they increased the dam-
age, yet strange to say, the payments
annually made before the Government
assumed the dam to the persons whose
lands were drowned were discontinued,
and up to this time these unfortunate
people had not received one cent
from the Government. Last year, how-
ever, the Government, finding them-
selves pressed for a settlement of the
claims for damages alluded to, became
aware that they were incurring great
expense and a heavy responsibility, by
keeping up a useless dam, nominally
for a worse than useless canal, but in
reality for a few mill-owners and lum-
bermen, and they wisely came to the
decision to abandon it. The decision
of the Government was not at once
carried into effect; the people, knowing
the decision, weary of the grievance,
and desirious of having the use of their
lands during last summer, simply saved
the Government the expense of taking
down the dam by doing it themselves in
the early part of the summer. With
respect to the Rideau Canal itself, ho
submitted that it had outlived its use-
fulness by a number of years. The con-
struction of the St. Lawrence Canais, of
the Grand Trunk, of the Brockville,
Perth and Ottawa, and recently of the
Kingston and Pembroke Railroad, now
finishedl for forty-six miles, had, in his
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opinion, so materially altered the state
of affairs existing when the canal was
undertaken, that the reasons which
originally justißed its being construct-
ed, no longer existed. The Public
Accounts for the last two years showed
a lamentable state of affairs as regarded
this canal. They showed that, while the
receipts for all purposes from the canal
amounted to only $S,000 per annum,
it cost the people of this country for
running expenses and repairs $48,000
per annum, entailing an annual loss of
$40,000, with every prospect of the loss
increasing with every successive year.
Should the Government abandon this
worse than useless canal-and they
would be compelled to do so sooner or
later; the sooner it was done, in lis
humble opinion, the botter, as it was a
more question of time-a large amount
of arable land of the very best quali ty
would be reclaimed by letting off the
water. He was satistied that if the
return ho asked for was granted, it
would show the quantity and value of
the land which would be reclaimed by
by the abandonment of the canal to be
sufficient to construct and equip a rail-
road the whole length of the canal, in
addition to the saving of $40,000 per
annum, which the operation of the
canal was now costing the country.

Mr. HAGGART said the dams the
hon. gentlemen complained of were
almost the only public improve-
ments of utility that the Government
had constructed in their section of the
country. The Government had taken
every means in their power to find out
what amount of damage had been sus-
tained by the farmers, and when aseor-
tained they were paid in full. It might
be said that the mill-owners were
mainly benefitted by the dams, but ho
thought they were a benefit to the
Rideau Canal. He did not think the
Government should abandon a public
improvement like this simply becanse
the receipts were a little les than the
exponditure.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) said ho was
surprised that any hon. gentleman
should recommend a work of this
character to be abandonod. The inlet
of the canal was at Kingston and ran
126 miles through fine country to
Ottawa, where it connected with the

Mr. SHIBLEY.

Ottawa River, and any one could
recognize that it was- a valuable im-
provement. It was built in the year
1840, before any settlers went in upon
the lands; or if they did they went as
squatters, and did not obtain their
patents until 1844 or 184-i. The Report
of the Engineer, dated March 2nd,
1864, stated:

" A large portion of these lands belong to
Governnent, and of those occupied are pria-
cipally by squatters. The loss te those who
have bought the lots cannot be great, froi the
fact that the shores of these lakes are so steep
that litle danage can be done by raisingthe
waters, and the price paid to the Government
id only 70c. per acre. On Devil, Big Mud,
Birch, Little Mud, Desert and Knowltoni
Lakes are the only points where any danage
cati be done, and even these lew in number."

In 1871, Mr. Slater, in relation to
low water on the Kingston end of the
canal, reported that it was necessarv
to rebuild the dam at Devil's Lake,
which was 50 feet long and 12 feet
high, and would cost $200; and that
there was at that time only one claim-
ant for damages, and ho paid the Gov-
ern ment $87 for bis land, and had been
paid $1,000 by the mill-owners for his
damages. On the 25th January, 1872,
an Order in Couneil was passed, grant-
ing authority to build the dams at
Hunt and Devil Lake, $700 being
appropriated for the purpose. 1r.
John Porter reported upon a petition
to remove the dam at the outlet of Mud
Lake, as follows: -

"It is desirable that the damn be retained. as
it has a most beneficial effect in regalating
the water in the Rideau Canal-when the
water is low during the latter part of the
summer-supplying a defect long felt in the

navigation ot the Rideau Canal. . • .
That no deeds be granted to any persons 1*r
lands adjoining these lakes atfected by thit
dam, without the following proviso:--That
it shall be lawful for the )Departnent of
Public Works to mnaintain the waters of the
lakes and streamns ad«acent at the highest
level attained at any time previous to the
date hereof (October, 1872), without liability
Ibr damages to the said grantee, his heirs
and assigns."

Mr. Wise on the 4th of Novelber.
1875, made the following report :-
"In the fall of last year 1r. Luke
O'Rielly, living ou lot No. 2, Con. X

township of Bedford, county of Fron-
tenac, preferred a claim against the
Government for drowning somne
acres of his land by the construction of

Canal.(COMM&ONS.]
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.a dam at the foot of Mud Lake, com-
monly called ' Chaffey's Dominion
Dam.' As this was only one of many
such claims which would be presented
by persons residing on these waters,
I recommended that before any action
was taken, a correct survey and plan
should be made, showing the nature
and extent of the damage caused by this
dam. Mr. Porry, P.L.S., was engaged
last winter on this survey, and I have
now the honour to enclose bis plan and
schedule which shows the whole ex-
tent of the lands drowned very
fully. The history of this dam
seens to have been as follows :-
Messrs. B. Tett and George Chaffey,
who were until lately largcly engaged
in Iiimbering operations on these
waters, maintained a dam of similar
height at the same point for the last 40
years, for the purpose of raising the
water to fioat timber and logs to their
mills at the foot of Devil Lake, when
these waters fall into the Rideau Canal
navigation. From the employment
these mills gave, an inducement to
settlers was offered to come into that
scction of the country to get out logs
and square timber, and the dam, during
the time lumber lasted, was a benefit
to all concerned. In the year 1871 the
supply of logs became limited, and Mr.
John Chaffey, who then worked the
mills, decided to stop bis operations,
and leased bis interests to two sons of
Mr. Tett, who now work them.
About the same time the supply
of water in the Rideau naviga-
tion, descending towards ,King-
Ston, failed, and an investigation
mto the cause, with a view to remedy
the sane, wa made by Mr. Slater, the
late Superintendent, who recommended
that the Government should build this
old dam, then much out of repair. This

vas authorized by letter No. 13,742,February 22nd, 1872. It appears that90 years prior to the Government
rebuilding the dam, a few of the set-
tis had been pressing Mr. Chaffey &
CO. for damages, amongst them Mr.
Luke O'IRielly, and to avoid litigation
they paid him a yearly rental varying
from $35 to $60, in all some $1,100.The settlers no1w set up the claim that
the Government, having rebuilt thedam, should assume the damage it
causes. Mr. Perry's schedule shows

40

there is over a thousand acres more or
less drowned, by far the largest portion
of which was drowned prior to any set-
tlement. From a personal examination
of these lands, ? am convinced the
damage is greatly exaggerated. The
land lays so low that it could not be
drained and would not be worth the
labour ofre-claiming, supposing the dam
was renioved. The shores of' all these
lakes and streams are precipitous and
rocky. The number of old deserted
bouses testify that as soon as the lum-
bering interest had given out there
was nothing for the settler to live on.
The land of Mr. O'Rielly is of somewhat
a better description, and a good part of
his land is cleared and worked. The
land he claims damages for is at present
an unimproved swamp, which he pur-
chased with the rest of his farm in 1844
at $1.30 an acre. He now claims
to be paid at the rate of $30,
having made no improvements, and the
'timber on it still green and fit for use.
The swamp lays from one to two feet
above the level of low water in the
creek which unites Knowlton and
Little Mud Lake. In spring it is
flooded to the extent of about two feet
in depth, but as the water is drawn
down at the dam, it gradually lowers,
until in the fall you can walk over it
dry. Supposing the dam removed, I
consider it would still be liable to be
flooded by the spring freshets, and
when cleared would only be fit for wild
goats. Crown land lots are now sell-
ing in that localiy for $2 an acre.
Should the Government after consider-
ing the legal points involved, entertain
paying claims on these waters, I
would recommend that one or
two properly qualified valuators be ap-
pointed to assess each particular claim
on its own merits, ass uch high ideas of
the value of land in that section of the
country as Mr. O'Rielly holds cannaot
be maintained. The maintenance of
the dam is, I consider, necessary to
secure the navigation of the canal dur-
ing periods of low water which expe-
rience bas shown now occur. The dam
piers back the snow and rainfall of a
large area of rocky country, and on
that account at a minimum of damage.
To, however, secure the benefit of this
water to the canal at the season it is
mob required, a paid officer of the
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Department should be put in charge
of it without delay." It appeared
that after this report was made
recommending the dam to be main-
tained, the Department of Public
Works ordored the dam to be removed.
Hearing that this was to be donc, he
and others from that section oppo-
sed it, and, consequently, it was delay-
ed. What then took place ? About the
end of July, a band of ruffians, armed
and otherwise prepared, destroyed this
dam, which belonged to the Govern-
ment and which was under the charge
of the Public Works Department; and
no attempt had since been made to
discover and punish the persons who
committed this lawless and criminal
act. Ie also understood that the des-
truction of another dam, to which allu-
sion had been made, was threatened.
One document, dated 29th Novembor,
1875, from the Public Works Depart-
ment, stated that, in consequence of
Mr. F. A. Wise's report of 4th Novem-
ber, 1875, the Government dam at
Devil's Lake would be abandoned. Mr.
Wise's report, however, distinctly
stated that this dam should
be kept up for the benefit of Rideau
Canal navigation. lu another docu-
ment, dated January 4th. 1876, Mr.
Wise sent a sketch of the Government
dam; andin a third, dated January 17tb,
1876, Mr. Wise recommended that the
dam be not removed, but that the stop
logs be taken out for a season, which
would be sufficient to convince most of
the claimants that its removal would
not confer any advantages, but, on the
contrary, would deprive many of the
inhabitants of the means of obtaining
a living. On February 7th, 1876, the
Public Works Department ordered that
nofurther expenditure should takeplace
on the dam; and on February 17th,
1876, Mr. Shibley wrote expressing his
pleasure that the dam was to be aban-
doned. On March 1st, 1876, letters
were written to T. P. Tett, John
Chaffey, and others, offoring to give
them the dam providing they
would be responsible for damages.
On April 5th, 1876, Mr. Wise wrote as
follows:-" Experience has shown that

periods of low water now occur which
formerly did not, and, if the supply for
navigation on the descending level to
Kingston is to be efficiently main-

Mr. JoNZ3.

Canal.

tained, all the present reserves should
be held under control for an emcj.
gency of that kind. The damages if
fairly assessed should not exceed
63,000." And on April 10th, 1876, M.
Shibley wrote stating that no action
had been taken, and requesting the
dam to be removed. He did not think,
at all events, that Mr. Luke O'Reill-.
who had created the whole distu5-
bance, had any claim on the Govern-
ment. Some $8,000 or $10.000 were
claimed, when it was recommended
that only $2,000 or $3,000 should in
any case be allowed. He did not be-
lieve that any claims should be enter-
tained as this work should be kept
up in the interets of the country.
The Government had never paid
a single sixpence for the canal, which
was a gift from the British Gov.
ernment. In the face of the en-
gineer's report to the contrary, an
order had been given to have the dam
abandoned, and why ? On the strength
of a petition supported by a member of
Parliament. These dams were nee-
essary in the interests of navigation on
the canal, and, if it did not pay directly.
it certainly paid indirectly; very few
of our public works paid in any other
manner. This work was of the greatest
importance, and yet not one sixpence
had been placed in the Estimates thi,
year to keep it in proper condition.
He thought, however, he had done his
duty to his constituents with regard
to this matter.

Mr. SHIBLEY said he understood
the hon. member for South Lanark to
state that all the lands injured by the
construction of the Dominion Dam had
been surveyed and paid for; ho bcgged
to be allowed to put the hon. menber
righ t; the fact was that, of all the land
drowned by that dam, not one single
acre had been paid for. The hon.
member for South Leeds seemOd to
have a great deal of sympathY for the
lumbermen and mill-owners, and nene
at all for the poor men whose lands
were drowned. He seemed to thnk
that the lumbermen were great bene-
factors to the country. Ne (MI'
Shibley) could not quite agreO with
the hon. member for Leeds. The
lumbermen, not satisfied with buyin(g
al1 the limits, had also, in order to have
a monopoly of the lumber businesai
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bought up all the mill sites, although
they could not of course use them ail;
and, when the poor people whose
lands were flooded by the dam, and
other settlers came to buy lumber,
these men, whom the hon. member
for South Leeds considered benefactors,
actually charged them as much as,
and in some cases more than, they got
for the same quality of lumber when
they shipped it to Kingston. And to-
day lumber could be bought inKingston
as cheap or cheaper than it could be
bought at those mills. The hon. mem-
ber for Leeds had stated that the lands
which were flooded by the dam had
only cost some seventy cents an acre.
Ie (Mr. Shibley) desired to remind him
that these lands were bought some
twenty-five or thirty years ago, and
he doubted whether or not some of
these mill sites, for which so much
ceonsideration was claimed, and in
which the hon. gentleman himself
(Mr. Jones) was interested, did not
originally cost even less than that sum.
The hon. gentleman claimed that the
Dominion Dam was necessary for the
operation of the canal, whereas it was
well known that the dam was not
assumed by the Government until
1872, while the canal had been in
operation over forty years before that
time. The parties who destroyed the
dam had been styled ruffians by the
member for Leeds; he (Mr. Shibley)
desired to say that they were not ruf-
fians, but aggrieved respectable citizens
seeking their rights, and he resumed
his seat, hoping that the House would
grant the return asked for.

Mr. ROCHESTER said that, if these
dams were removed. it would prevent
the navigation of Rideau Canal. He
was very sorry to hear any hon. mem-
ber state that the abandonment of the
canal was only a question of time, as it
had cost the country nothing. He cer-
tainly thought that the -Government
would never consent to this being done.
It might not directly pay working ex-
Penses, but it paid indirectly. As. the
country became cleared, spring freshets
occureiol, but they only lasted a very
short time. He hoped that his hon.
friend from Addington would not en-
deavour to destroy this canal, which
Wa of great utility. In 1864, he moved
for a Committee to enquire into its con-

dition, and the result had been that
moneys were voted for the purpose of
constructing these retaining dams, and,
to his own knowledge, the navigation
of the canal had greatly improved since
that time, bosides furnishing consider-
able water-powers, which were very
important. Ie thought it was of the
greatest importance that the Rideau
Canal should be kept open.

Mr. CURRIER said both the navi-
gation ana the water-power would be
ruined if the retaining dams were not
kept in proper order. When the canal
was handed over to the Government,
it was upen the express condition that
it should he kept in good repair.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the canal was constructed by the Im-
perial Government, and the Canadian
Governmont did not pay a single six-
pence towards its cost. It was built
in the first instance from a military
point of view, and afterwards given to
Canada by the Imperial Governmont.
He thought the Dominion Government
was bound to keep the work in good
repair as a navigable canal until it was
determined by Parliament to abandon
it. This policy could not be altered,
whether the canal was remunerative
or not.

Mr. MACKENZIE said as a matter
of fact the dam referred to did not be-
long to the Government. It was a
private affair, although it had been
repaired by the Goveinment. The traffie
on the canal was almost infinitessimal,
and its revenue was only $8,000. This
was not the proper time to discuss the
question as to whether it was advisable
to continue operations on the canal
or not, but lie would take the op-
portunity of saying that the dams
merely accommodated private par-
ties, and there was plenty of water
in the canal for navigable purposes,
though not for mill purposes. A great
blunder committed by the late Govern-
ment was to permit the system of runi-
nixng milis along the canal wheu Ihe
water was wasted and the current made
uneven. If parties wanted mill-power
they should secure it at their own
expense and not at the expense of the
Government. The question of aban-
doning the canal was a serious one, and
the Government would not enter upon
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it lightly. In the course of next year,
or certainly the year following, a very
large outlay would be necessary for
maintaining the canal. It would then
perhaps b wise to discuss the question
of how the work vas to be dealt with
in the future. In the meantime, the
only object of the Government was to
avoid paying for damages for which
they were not responsible.

Mr. ROCHESTER said ho had been
informed that without the reservoir it
would be impossible for a boat to run
on the canal at particular times. If
this was the case it was absolutely
necessary that the dam should be main-
tained.

Mr. MACKENZIE said only two or
three years had elapsed since the water
was affected by that particular dam.

Motion agreed to.

REPORT ON DOMINION
DEVIL LAKE.

DAM,

MOTION TO PRINT.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) moved
for the printing of the report laid on
the table referring to the Dominion
Dam, Devil Lake, township of Bedford.
He said the engineer's report showed
that the dam was necessary for the
navigation of the canal. In July some
ruffians did much damage, wilfully,
but the Government had not attempted
to get them convicted.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he recollected
writing with a view to the arrest of
the offenders. Whatever opinion there
was as to the advisability of spending
any more money on the canal, unlaw-
ful acts would be punished.

Motion agreed to.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the chair.

After Reoess.

RETURNS OF HARBOUR MAS-
TERS.

MOTION FOU COPIES.

Mr. MoDONALD (Cape Breton)
moved for copies of returns of Harbour
Masters for the year ending December

Mr. MAclamamZ.

31st, 1876, showing the amount of fees
collected by such ; the names of all
vessels from which fees were collected;
also any correspondence in relation to
the office of Harbour Maater for the
Port of Little Glace Bay, N.S. He
said ho desired this information in
order that ho might ascertain whether
those officers were performing their
duty honestly and according to law.
He understood that the Harbour Master
at Little Glace Bay had made a return
to the effect that he had collected
$122.50 during 1875, when, in point of
fact, no fees had been collected during
that year. In making such a return
the officer would have to swear as to
its correctness, and, if the fact was as
as he had been informed, the man
ought not to be continued in the service
of the Government.

Mr. BLAKE said he had been re-
quested by the hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries to state that there
was no objection to the return in the
regard to the Harbour Master of Little
Grace Bay. No foundation had been
laid for the other information, which
could be found in the departmental
report. The statement of the hon.
gentleman deserved attention, but it
was to be remembered that the har-
beur masters were paid out of the fees
they collected, and it was extremely
difficult to understand the purpose for
the false return which the hon. gentle-
man believed had been made.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said if
his hon. colleague had undertaken to
look at the returns ho would have
found that those made by the Harbour
Master of Little Glace Bay, year by
year, were correct. He knew this
officer and was satisfied that he per.
forned his duties as honourably and
efficiently as any similar officer in the
Province. As the harbour masters
were paid by fees, ho could not under-
stand what the hon. gentleman Was
driving at.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)said,
although it was quite time that those
officers were paid by fees, yet they Were
not justified in making false returns'
He had a list of captains. from whom
information r rdin this articular
case could be o taine, and he truste
the Governraent would investigat It.
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le would like the return of the
iHarbour Master at Port North Sidney
also brought down.

Mr. BLAKE said ho was not in a
position to agree to that. The return
respecting the officer at Little Glace
Bay would be brought down. If
the hon. member limited the motion
as had been suggested, he (Mr. Blake)
would mention the matter to his hon.
friend the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, and if there was no objection
the other return would be brought
down without a motion.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

THE GRIND TRUNK RAILWAY
STRIKE.

MOTION FOR ORDERS IN COUNCIL.

Mr. TUPPER (in the absence of Sir
JoHN A. MACDONALD) moved for copies
of all Orders in Council relating to the
late strike on the Grand Trunk Rail-
way Company, and of all correspon-
dence with the Ontario Government
and with the officials of the Grand
Trunk Railway Company on the sub-
ject; together with a statement of the
steps taken by the Militia Department
to aid the civil power in preventing
the stoppage of the railway trains and
a statement of the cost of employing a
militia force for the purpose.

M r. BLAKE said all the information
in the possession of the Government
was contained in a recent return.

Motion, with leave of the Honse,
witMrawn.

BRIDGE AT LONG ISLAND.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

3Mr. ROCHESTER moved for copies
of all correspondence between the Gov-
ernment and the Couneil of the county
of Carlton respecting a Bridge across
the Rideau River, at the village of
Wellington. He said he would like the
hon. the First Minister to state when
the Government would be prepared to
carry out their offer in connection
with this bridge.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho could see
no reason why the Government should
be asked to undertake this work, which

was a purely local one, and he had
therefore declined to recommend any
grant by the Dominion Parliament.
ie had promised, however, that, if the
river was dammed back at this point,
the Government would pay a propor-
tion equal to the additional extent of
the work which the flooding of the
river there would occasion. Mr. Wise
was sent to inspect the spot, but he
had made no report up to this time.
When he received the necessary in-
formation, he would be prepared to
state at a future time what the Govern-
ment would recommend. They de-
clined to have anything to do with the
initiation of the bridge.

Mr. ROCHESTER thoifght that the
Government could not refuse to do
their share towards building a swing
bridge at this point.

Motion agreed to.

DUTY ON MALT-INSTRUCTIONS
TO INLAND REVENUE

OFFICERS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. ROCHESTER moved for copies
of all instructions issued from the
Inland Revenue Department to its Offi-
cers throughout the Dominion both by
letter and telegraph as to what time
the duty on malt was to take effect.
He said ho had been informed that
instructions had been issued prior to
the 20th February, when the Budget
was brought down, with regard to the
levying of an additional duty on malt,
and he desired to learn whether this
was the case. He understood that
these instructions dated back to the
15th of February.

Motion agreed to.

ST. PETER'S CANAL.

MOTION FOR ORDERS IN COUNCIL.

Mr. FLYNN moved for copies of
Orders in Councîl and contracts enter-
ed into during the year 1876, in con-
nection with the enlargement of St.
Peter's Canal. Ie said that last Ses-
sion he had made a similar motion,
urging the Government to enlarge the
canal beyond the depth thon contem-
plated, and had been told by the Pre-
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mier that he would endeavour to secure
further information, and that, if this
warranted it in the interests of trade,
it would be done. Some time in June
last, an Order in Council had been
passed, directing that the width under
contract should be increased 12 feet,
but nothing was ordered as to depth.
According to the present contract, the
canal was only being made 12 inches
deeper, providing for 14 feet of water
in the canal when completed. Peti-
tions, unanimously signed by residents
of Cape Breton and of eastern parts
of Nova Scotia, as well as by members
of the Local Legisiature, had been
p3resented to the House, praying for
tlie enlargement of this important
work. He had proviously informed
the House that the people of Cape
Breton were neither satistied vith the
depth nor with the width thon under
contract. It was to be remombored
that the canal would be used by vessels
engaged in the coal trade, vessels of
large tonnage, and requiring groat
depth of water. The Premier, on a
former occasion, had said that he (Mr.
Flynn) vas wrong in supposing that a
greater depth than 14 feet could
be obtained in St. Peter's Bay,
He also said that only vessels draw-
ing 12 feet could pass the shoals of the
bay. This was not correct, although
ho was not at the time able to state
precisoly what the depth of water was
in the bay; but it was to be presumed
from the report of the engineer recom-
mending a depth of 15½ feet, that a
greater depth was obtainable. The
Premier had quoted Mr. Bayfield, but
this gentleman merely remarked tha,
a vessel drawing not more than 12 feet
could enter St. Peter's Bay with the
aid simply of a chart; ho did not de-
clare that a greater depth could not b
had. When the residents of St. Peter's
and vicinity learned that the only
reason urged against further enlarge-
ment was that a depth beyond 14 feet
could not be obtained, they employed
Mr. Worgan to make a survey of St.
Peter's Bay which ho did some time
last summer. le had not the ploasure
of knowing that gentleman, but, from
all he could learn, his reputation stood
high and the accuracy of his survey
was beyond question. He should now
read his report.

Mr. FLYNN.

" ST, PE rER'S CANAL.

" To MESSRS. MURDOCK McRAE, M.p.p.,
J. Mosaisox, D. URQUaART AND OTHERS:

"CG nTLIx,-I beg to enclose the follow.
ing report of the survey made by me with
your instructions of the Ship Channel Bar
and Round Shoal in St. Peter's Bay.

" The accompanying plan shows the
Channel with the depth in feet at low water,
and the shoals in the immediate vicinity of
the same. The Channel, it will be observed,
is circuitous, but not remarkably so, and
there are no existing objecte suitatly placed
for the guidance of ships approaching the
anchorage or canal.

" I find, however, a channel twenty-four
feet in depth, to run from the entrance of the
Bay to the anchorage, and should recom-
mend that at a future date another survey be
made and buoys be laid down, or, better
still, that landmarks be placed on shore to
avoid the neceseity of reimoving the buoys in
winter, for the guidance of vessels through
the Channel. In making the survey it was
necessary to lay down temporary buoys, and
I found that five were ainply sufficient to
mark the Channel,which would enableships
drawing less than twenty-four feet of water
to approach the canal without danger.

" I may add that I am of opinion that, by
means of dredging, the Channel might be
made more direct, as the bottom appears to
to be composed of mud and sand with rock
in places. The average rise and fall of water
apears to be about four feet, which gives a
depth of twenty-eight feet in the Channel at
high water.

"I am Your obd't. serv't.
c PHILIP H. WORGAN,

" Comdr. R.N.
" D, F. Surveyor."

It would be perceived from this
report that a depth of twenty-
four feet of water could ho bad at
low tide, and, as Mr. Worgan
stated that the average rise and
and fall of the tide was about four feet,
this would give a depth of twenty-eight
feet at high water. With these facts be-
fore the House, the want of sufficient
depth of water in the approaches to
the canal could'not now be urged as a
reason why it should not be deepened
beyond fourteen feet. Cape Breton,
from its situation, had never shared, to
any great extent, in the large sums
expended on publie works since Con-
federation, while it had borne its share
in meeting the consequent expenditure.
After years of agitation, the only pub-
lic work they had obtained was the St.
Peter's Canal, and it was intended for
sea-going vessels, which requird gr.t
depth of water. The depth of the

Canal(COMMONS.]



[MARcH 12, 1877.J

present contract would not accommo-
diate large vessels engaged in the
cuoal trade, and now was the

1)roper time, while the work of enlarg-
ment was going on, to oensidcrr the
question of depth, as the cost of a few
ieet more would be much less than if
dne after the present contract was
comp1leted. The population of Cape
P>reton was about 100,000, its people
were to a large extent engaged in
mnining and fishing, anu, contributing
largely to the revenue, they deserved
the most favourable consideration from
this Government. If this canal bad a
sufflcient depth of water it would be of
g(reat service to the large vessels en-
ýiaged in the eoal trade. They would
then be able to go through the Bras
d'Or instead of going around by
Scattam, which at most seacons was
considered dangerous. He hd no
doubt it would also be the means of
inducing people to settle in that por-
tion of the Dominion, where there was
plenty of vacant land, and a fertile soil
which would well repay the labour of
the farmer, while, in the waters of the
Bras d'Or, fish of every description
werc found in abundance. It would
also be the means of opening ant de-
veloping our vast and varied minoral
resources, and as a consequence contri-
)ute largely to increase the revenue.
At the time of Confederation it was
felt by many who were opposed to the
Union that it would be difficult for the
smaller Provinees to obtain that justice
to which they were fairly entitled.
While ho said this was the feeling that
mnfluenced many of the oppononts of
that measure at the period to which ho
referred, his experience since ho be-
came a member of this House, ho was
pleased to state, had convinced him
that no narrow or sectional spirit ani-
nated the representativos of the two

larger Provinces, but, instead of being
Opposed to their just claims on the
bominion Tieasury, they were willing
they should get whatever sums might
be considered necessary to facilitate the
trade and expand the commerce of the
Maritime Provinces, which formed so
important an element in the Union.
This being the case, no Government
need be afraid of.dealing with them in
a fair and generous spirit. «He did not
think ho was asking too much when ho

asked that the St. Peter's Canal should
be deepened to such an extent as would
meet the requirements of the vast trade
which must take place throughout the
Island of Cape Breton as soon
as the coal trade revived from
it s present depressed condition.
This canal could not be considered a
local work, and a benefit solely to
Cape Breton, for, when completed, it
would be open to the commerce of the
Dominion and of the world. It was
stated here the other night by the mem-
ber for West Toronto, during the discus-
sion of a motion for the appointment
of a Coal Committee, that a steamer
had been chartered to carry coal from
Cape Breton to Toronto, and flour from
Toronto to Cape Breton. If this were
the case, an inter-provincial trade
might be developed to a considerable
extent, and this canal used for that
purpose, thereby benefitting Toronto
as well as Cape Breton. But, if it
wero intended to benefit the people of
Cape Breton solely and exclusively, ho
contended, from the extent of their
trade and the mineral and other re-
sources it was calculated to develop
when suitably enlarged, that they
were entitled to it. Millions had been
wisely expended on the canal system
of Ontario and Quebec, and ho believed
that the same policy should be pur-
sued towards Cape Breton. If it were,
it would be the means of opening up a
district rich in fishing and mineral
resources, and destined, ere long,
under proper and judicious manage-
ment, to become one of the most im-
portant parts of this vast Dominion.
le had addressed the House last Ses-
sion at some length on tb.is subject, and
felt it would be unnecessary now to
repeat the arguments ho thon used.
He trusted the Government would give
this matter their most serious consid-
eration, and hoped it would be a long
time before it would again be nocessary
for him to raise bis voice on behalf of
this work. He particularly invited the
Premier's special attention to this im-
portant question, which was of great
moment not only to Cape Breton but
also to the whole Dominion.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
ho felt it was his duty not to remain
silent when the Government had not
seen fit to accede to the request made

St. Peter's Canal. 681



432 Routine

last Session that the canal sbould be
made as useful as possible by deepen-
ing it. Vessels coming from the west
and from the United States found it
inuch mure convenient to go through
the canal than to pass round by the
eastern portion of the Island, where
navigation was difficult and dangerous.
As most of the vessels went to the east
for the purpose of obtaining coal he,
as a matter of course, felt great interest
in the success of the undertaking.
Last Session it was a debatable ques-
tion as to whether 141 feet was ample
depth in the locks, and it was stated by
the Government that the quantity of
water in the approach to St. Peter's
Bay was so shallow that vessels draw-
ing much beyond 14 feet would not be
able to pass through. He was then,
from the investigations he had made,
under the belief that there was water
enough in the approach to enable
vessels drawing 16 feet to pass through
the locks, and he was now fully con-
firmed by a report of Commander
Philip H. Worgan, R. N., nowrcsident
at Sydney, and with whom lie was
personally acquainted and for whose
accuracy and ability lie could vouch,
who stated that at low tide thei e was
a depth of water in the approach of
24 leet. Under theso circumstances
he hoped that the Government would
favourably consider the proposal to
make the water in the lockw deeper,
and thus facilitate the trade not only of
Cape Breton but of the whole country.

Mr. TUPPER said no doubt the
House would remember that, when
this subjectwas under the consideration
of the House on a previous occasion,
he had pointed out the uifortunate
mistake the Government made in de-
ciding to reduce the dimensions of the
canal after asking for tenders for the
work on a larger scale, without first
asking the consent of Parliament.
Although this was a comparatively
small case, yet the principle, if
admitted, might bc dangerous. In
consequence of the representations now
made, he hoped the Government would
submit to the House the propriety of
asking for an increased appropriation
in order to enable the canal to be made
the proper size. For the whole of the
past season, and a portion of the pre-
ceding season, between 600 and 700

Mr. MACKAY.

vessels passed through the canal; but
the whole of the trafflc was now sus-
pended.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho was sure
that neither of tho hon. members who
had addressed the House would expect
him to take the statement of an un.
official person as to the depth of the
entrances to the canal. The water
channel was marked out in the charts
of the coast with sufficient distinctness,
although it was possible for them to
be wrong. He would cause enquiries
to be made as to the statements and
theories of the hon. member for Rich-
mond (Mr. Flynn). It should be re-
membered that a canal 12 feet deep
required 14 or 15 feet at the outside,
and a vessel drawing 13 feet would,
from a sea wash, strike a bar at 16 or
17 feet. He would give his personal
attention to the matter, and perhaps
on a future occasion he would have
something further to say upon it.

Motion agreed to.

REMOVAL OF MALCOLM
MATHESON.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. CAMPBELL moved for corres-
pondence with reference to the re-
moval of Malcolm Matheson, Post-
master at Little Narrows. le said
ho had roceived a letter from Mr.
Matheson, who asserted that he had
been in his position a short time but
was dismissed on the recommendation
of Mr. Ross, because he voted for him
(Mr. Campbell).

Mr. IUNTINGTON said the lion
gentleman must be mistaken. Ther&
was no Postmaster of that name at
Little Narrows. The Postnuster's
name was lugh McClasky, who had
held the position for several years.

Motion withdrawn.

ASPY BAY HARBOUR.

MOTION FOE REPORT.

Mr. CAMPBELL moved for the re-
port of Government Engineer, on the
practicability of opening Aspy B
larbour, Victoria, so as to admit Ve-
sels of certain tonnage, in the year
1872. le said it was very important
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to the navigation of the Gulf of St.
Lawrence that thexe should be a bar-
bour of refuge near Cape North. Aspy
_Bay seemed to be the most desirable
location, and he would be glad to see
this report brought down.

Mr. MACKENZIE said lie was un-
able to state whether there was such a
report. The motion, however, could
pass, and if there was such a document
it would be brought down.

Motion agreed to.

THlE LATE WILLIAM G-RAIIAM.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. TUPPER moved for copies of all
correspondence between Sarah Gra-
ham, widow, and the Government, in
reference to an application for aid in
consequence of the reduction of salary
and subsequent death of the late
William Graham, at that time a
messenger of this House. He
said Mr. Graham was one of the
most intelligent, obliging and at-
tentive of the messengers of the
House. HRe was employed as long
ago as 1848, at a salary of $1.50 per
day. In 1855, he was regularly appoint-
ed a messenger of the House of
Assembly, at a salary of $840, and
when the Union took place he was
transferred to this House, and enjoyed
the same salary. In 1868, however,
his salary was reduced to $576; but in
1872 it was raised to $696, at which sum
it continued until his death. Mr. Graham
was taken away rather suddenly, and
had left no provision for his family.
lIe took this opportunity of bringing
up the matter in the hope that itwould
commend itself so to the approval of
gentlemen on both sides of the House
that the Government would feel war-
ranted in dealing with it as an excep-
tional case.

Mr. TASCHEREAU said he had
great pleasure in testifying to the effi-
eiency and attention of the late Mr.
Graham, and ho hoped the Government
Would give the application favourable
consideration.

Mr. MACUKENZ[E said the Govern-
ment had practieally nothing to do
with this matter. The salaries of the
Inessengers of the House had always,

for some reason or other, beon higher
than those of similar officers in the
various Departments. Even at his
reduced salary, Mr. Graham had, at
least, $100 per annum more than the
highest salary paid to messengers in
the Departments. An application was
made to himself informally in this case
some time ago, but he did not think
there was any ground for the Commis-
sioners' interference.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
Mr. Graham had been universally liked,
as ho was a most obliging, useful and
active officer. He thought hon. mem-
bers would be very glad if the Com-
missioners would regard this as an
exceptional case, leaving aside the
question as to what should be the-
nominal salaries of the messengers.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) said
no doubt the family referred to was in
need, but there wore many others in
a similar condition. He was surprised
that an hon. gentleman, formerly a
member of the Government himself.
should advocate the taking up of indi-
vidual cases of this kind in the House.
If assistance was accorded simply
because a case was supported by pro-
minent members there would be no
end to such applications.

Mr. TUPPER said it was not in the
power of the Commissioners, however
much they might feel disposed, to deal
with the case. The, only mode by
which it could be met was by putting
an amount in the Supplementary Esti-
mates. He had hoped that the motion
might cause such a favourable consid-
eration of the claim as would induce-
the Government to take a stop of that
kind. He was quite satisfied that the
Premier would admit that the reduction
was a very extreme stop. Nothing but
strong circumstances could everjustify
a Government in reducing an officer's
salary after long and faithful service.
The opposite course indeed was the gen-
oral rule. This House had subsequon t
to that reduction reconsidered the
question of increased cost of living and
had made large additions to the
salaries of public servants genor-
ally, of the highest servants of the
Crown, and of members of Parliament;
but nevertheless the salary of this
public officer, though faithful and.
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efficient, had not been advancod
to its former amount. He con-
sidered that it would be only
just to vote to the family of
deceased a sum equivalent to that
Graham would have received provided
that good faith had ben kept with
him.

Mr. BLAKE said that the grounds
urged showed how very serious it would
bc to grant the request. made. The
House had been told that for a number
of years before Confederation, the Par-
liament of the old Province of Canada,
or the Government of both combined,
had fixed the salaries of certain persons
at certain rates.

Mr. TUPPER: Allow me to draw
attention to the point that this was
not only done by the old Government
of Canada but also continued by the
Governnentof the Dominion.

Mir. BLAKE: For how long?

Mr. TUPPER: The change took
place in 1868.

Mr. BLAKE said that this had been
the case for years. During the First
Parliament, the expenditure of the
Hlouse had been arranged by the Com-
mittee on Contingencies. He believed
that this had been also the practice in
the old Parliament. The Committee
determined upon the scale of the
salaries of the differout officers retain-
ed, and among them he presumed was
the deceased, and their report was
unanimously concurred in. This re-
port affected the salaries of 140 per-
sons, he was informed, andyet the hon.
gentleman said in effect that a breach
of faith had been committed with
every one of them. This was a serious
indictment to bring.

Mr. TUPPER: I did not strain it to
that point.

Mr. BLAKE said this was the logi-
-al conclusion. The same argument
applied to ail. To how many of them
would it apply ? It might be that it
would not apply to certain cases.

Mr. TUPPER: I think that an
investigation would show that some
cases could not be considered at all. A
great number could not be included in
this category.

Mr. TUPPER.

Mr. BLAKE said ho believed that,
as a general rle, salaries had fornerly
been too high. He thought that theo
House would be disp-sed to sustain the
Government in holding that this ques-
tion, which had been solomnly de-
cided by Parliament in 1868, recon-
sidered in 1872, and settled on a
different basis since, should not bc re-
opened.

Motion agreed to.

INTERCOLONIAL AND PRINCE
EDWARD ISLAND

RAILWAYS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for a state-
ment in detail showing the quantities,
description and value of machinery,
locomotives, roofs, bridges, turn-tables,
nails, spikes and other goods, imported
into the Dominion of Canada for the
use of the Intereolonial Railway and
Prince Edward Island Railway, and
admitted free of duty, from the lst of
Jaruary, 1874, to lst of January, 1877;
giving the names of the parties im-
porting.orsupplying; where imported
from, and port of entry. He said that
ho made the motion in the public in-
terest. He had asked for these papers
last Session, to enable the Governient
to purchase supplies as cheaply as
possible, but they were brought down
so late in the Session that his object
was defeated, and, when they did come
down, ho got everything but what he
required. He complimented the
Premier on his statement that goods
were no longer allowed to come in fre
of duty. No doubt bis motion had
forcibly brought to mind the fact that
traders were, in consequence, disad-
vantagoously situated. ie found
in the return a statement con-
cerning a roof roquired for H1alifax,
and the Premier had informed themn
that it had been admitted froc of duty.
He also found ehat Mr. Brydges, the
Superintendent of the Intercolonial
Railway, directed Mr. McNab, an en-
gineer, to look for a roof in the
Dominion and elsewhere, and to go to
Philadolphia where Clarkes, Reeves,
& Co., commonly known as the
Phonixvillo Iron Company, made the
best roofs, and to purchase froi them.
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This was about the English of Mr.
jrydges'letters; Mr. McNab complied
and bought a roof for some $12,800 in
gold. No contract was shown to have
been entered into ; nothing definite
was communicated. This was donc in
September, 1874, and no tenders were
invited. Further tenders for the
erection of the building for which this
ioof was intended, were not obtained
until September, 1875, a year after-
wards. In September, 1874, moreover,
iron was high, and, if ho was correctly
mforined, the roof had not yet been
placed in position. This was an extreme-
ly loose transaction, which did no
cedit to any one engaged in it.

In future, no doubt, public build-
ings would be commenced at the
ruoofs and flnished at the foundations.
In addition, a son of the man who
directed the purchase was a partner
in the company from which the roof
was bought. He also knew that, regard-
ing materials obtainod for the Prince
Edward Island Railway, tenders were
invited, but answers were not given to
tenderers, and the supplies were oh-
tained freo of duty from the, United
States. How could business be
carried on properly when such a state
of things was permitted to exist?
It might be said it was very hard for
the Government to pay duty, but it
ceis simnply a matter of debtor and
£reditor. Many parties who had tender-
edlwere not aware of the fact that they
thou not have to pay duty, and thus
they were at a disadvantage with those
who did know. The great inducement
held out to New Brunswick to join
Conifederation was that by the building
of the Intercolonial Railway there
Would b a large trade between the
Maritime and Western Provinces; the
latter sending cereals east, and the
former coal and iron west. But it was
now found that the New Brunswick
coal and iron had to be placed in thewarehouse, while American iron came
i fre. He hoped the papers he asked1or would not be kept back for twelvemfonths, and then only be presented in
a mangled condition.

Mr. 8PEAKER suggested that hon.
members in moving for papers shoull
not Inako the contents of other papers
laid On the table the subject-matter oftheir remars. This had been twico

donc that day. It was not only inad-
visable but out of order.

Mr. BLANCHET said it would be
difficult to rigidly apply that rule.
Hon. members were generally allowed,
in mnaking motions for papers, to discuss
the matter in a very ample manner,
and the occasion was frequently taken
advantage of to express an opinion as
to the general policy of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. DOMVILLE said ho morely
referred to previous papers by way of
illustration. He thought he had a
right to refer to certain information
which had been placed on the table of
the flouse.

Mr. SPEAKER said ho thought it
was not desirable, except in a passing
manner.

Motion agreed to.

BY-WASR AT LONG ISLAND.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. ROCIESTER moved for copies
of all correspondence between the
Government and the Council of the
County of Carleton respeeting a bridge
over the By-Wash at Long Island. He
said at Long Island thero was a bridge
across the By-Wash which carried off
the surplus water from the canal. In
the fall of 1869 the boom was removed
by the Government officials, and as a
consequence, whon the freshet came in
the spring of 1870, the bridge was
swept away. Under these circumstan-
ces ho thought the Governiment ought
to rebuild the bridge, it having been
built by the municipality in the first
instance.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the munici-
pality would have to build its own
bridge as other municipaltiem had to do.
He did not think the Government were
to blame. However, ho would look into
the representations made by the hon.
member; but at the asame time he
could not hold ont any hôpe of the
bridge being rebuilt by the Govern-
ment.

Motion agreed to.
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THE GREAT SEAL OF NOVA
SCOTIA.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDANCE.

Mr. TUP PER moved for copies of
all correspondence between the Domi-
nion Government and the Provincial
Government of Nova Scotia relating
to the Great Seal of the Province that
has been affixed to all the documents
requiring the same since Confederation.

MIr. BLAKE suggested that the mo-
tion should be amended so as to includo
correspondence between the Imperial
and the Dominion Governments.

Mr. VAIL said he hoped explana-
tions would be given. It was a purely
provincial matter, andi he did not see
why papers should be brought down.

Mr. TUPPER said it was a matter
of universal notoriety that much
excitement had taken place in the
Province of Nova Scotia in conse-
quence of it having been ascertained
that the Great Seal, directed to be
used, had not been used. It became a
matter of very great moment that the
matter should be thoroughly under-
stood. He did not wish to enter into
any discussion until the papers vere
brought down.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

SLIDE MASTERS ON THE
OTTAWA RIVER.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) moved for a
return showing:

lst. The names of the Slide Masters in
the employ of the Department of Publie
Worke at each of the Slide Stations on the
Ottawa River and its tributaries on the let
day of July, 1876;

2nd. The sa'ary or reinuneration paid to
each of the said Slide Masters for the year
ending 1st July, 1876;

3rd. The number of pieces of Timber
and Saw Loge, respectively, passed through
each of the said Slide Stations for the year
ending let July, 1876.

He said he wished to ascortain the
remuneration of cach man and the
amount of work they were called
upon to perform. If his information
was correct, in some instances large
salaries were paid when the duties
were ligbt, and in others the iruner-

Mr. MAOKENZIE.

ation was insufficient for the labour
performed.

Motion agreed to.

ST. JOHN RIVER NAVIGATION.

MOTION FOR REPORTS.

Mir. BURPEE (Sunbury) moved for
copies of all Reports mado by the
Engincer or Engineers in charge of
Public Works on the improvement of
the navigation of the St. John River,
New Brunswick, since June 1871,as well
as the amount of dredging done since
that date on the Oromonto Shoals (so
called) and the state of the navigation
at that point at present. He said there
were certain obstructions in the river
which a comparatively small amount
of money would remove. The exis-
tence of those obstructions was a great
detriment to the trade of the neigh-
bourhood, and considerable dissatisfac-
tion was being expressed. St. John
was the principal river in New Bruns-
wick. It waterod a large portion of
country, and was the principal
thoroughfare for the trade of six or
seven counties in that Province. Fred-
ericton was the terminus of the New
Brunswick Railway, and the trade of
the upper country passed down the St.
John to that point, just below which the
obstructions were situated. He saw by
the Trade and Navigation Returns
that 159 vessels loaded for outside ports
at Fredericton last year, and that
50,000,000 feet of short lumber was
shipped annually from that port. It
vas important that so large a trade

should not be impeded. In the sammler
season it was no uncommon thing to
see seven or eight vessels trying to
get over the shoals, and often whel
the water was low they had to unload
a portion of their cargo. le trusted
this matter would receive the carofdl
consideration of the Government, and
that, carrying out their general policv
of aiding works for the development o
the trade of the Dominion, someC
effectual means would be adopted to
keep the navigation of this river ope".

Mr. PICKARD said this Was an ina

portant matter to his section of the
country, and he was satisfied that the
lion. the Minister of Public Works
would have to look beyond the

[COMMONS.] Business.
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engineer's report in regard to improv-
ing the channel.

Mîr. MACKENZIE said the question
arose whether it would be possible to
keep the St. John River so deep as to
cnable vessels going seaward to ascend
to Fredericton, or that neighbourhood.
The difficulty connected with the navi-
gation of the St. Lawrence was that a
aufficient depth of water could not be

got to enable sea-going vessels to ascend
the river and pass out to the ocean.
The utmost depth at present in that
river was 10 feet, but it was expected
to deepen it to 12 feet, and some
urged that 14 feet was absolutely noces-
sary. But with 12 feet ofwater vessels
could only go the ocean by adopting
that most inconvenient mode of steer-
ing known as the centre-board. There
were only 8 or 9 foet in St. John River
-a high water, and it was impossible to
get that depth at low water. The
question arose whether the ultimato
mode of carrying cargoes on that riv,,t
would be by means of flat-bottomed
boats, such as usod on the Mississippi.
But every fair effort had beee made to
maintain thedepth ofthe river. Atthe
particular point referred to there was
a channel on each side, one of which
was less navigable than the other, and
one method suggested for the improve-
ment of navigation was to build a pier
rom one end of the Island so as to

throw the whole volume of water into
one channel. It was expected that
such a plan would maintain a depth
sufficient for ordinary vessels. Ie had
given his personal attention to this
m'atter. One dredge had been kept con-
tinually occupied in the river. The
Government would do what they.could,
keeping within an ordinary expendi-
ture, to maintain the depth of water
which vessels navigating the river re-
quired. At the same time, he himself
thought it would be much better if adifferent style of navigation were
adopted, and flatter vessels built. Car-
goes nlight thus be transhipped from theharbour of St. John. In the meantime
he wouild only May that everything theycould do had been done, in order to
aithstate navigation by these vessels

his river.
Mr. ùOM'VILLE aid that, of course,

Vessels carrying coal could not be flat.

The people of New Brunswick felt that
navigation had been somewhat im-
peded, and it was natural that this
should be the case, owing to the de.
posits brought down by the floods.
The chief barrier was a line of rocks at
the mouth of the Rapids, near Suspen-
sion Bridge, under which no large
vessel could ascend without striking
her tops. As to the use of smaller
vessels, the trade must decide.

Motion agreed to.

TOBIQUE INDIAN AGENT.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. COSTIGAN moved for returns
of copies of all correspondence between
the Government and the Tobique
Indians, or any person on their behalf,
relating to the appointment of a resi-
dent agent at that place. Ile said he
had brouglit this matter up some three
years ago, for the first time. These
indians had petitioned and complained
very bitterly against the appointment of
a commissioner or agent who lived at
Fredericton, about one hundred miles
from the reserve, as they had, pre-
viously to this appointment, been al-
ways accustomed to a resident agent,
to whom they applied for information
and assistance whenever they desired it.
Their strongest complaint was that
there were no funds out of which
any material assistance could be ren-
dered to thcm because there were no
moneys to their credit ; and they
seemed to understand that one of the
great causes of this want of funds must
certainly be that a large sum was paid
to the agent. Ho had recommended
for agent a very respectable man, who
resided on the resorve, and woo would
be abundantly satisfied with $100 a
year. The present agent, who received
$400, had besides several other re-
serves to look after. Theso Indians
had a peculiar claim on the Govern-
ment, inasmuch as the whole revenue
derived from Indian lands in New
Brunswick was obtained from this
reserve. The -Government had been
in the habit of granting licenses
to parties to cut timber from this
reserve, and he thought that this com-
mendable practice should be continued,
as otherwise, owing to forest fires, this
timber would probably be destroyed.
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The late Minister of the Interior had
assured him, when lie first submitted
this matter to the House, that it was
worthy of consideration, but as yet
nothing had been done, although the
late Minister of Marine and Fisheries
had expressed himself in a similar
sense. le thought that it really
involvel great -hardship. The late
Minister of the Interior had stated, as
one of the reasons why a change was
not made, that he did not like to
remove any officer. lIe (Mr. Costigan)
did not desire any such removal,
he simply wished to secure a
re-arrangement and the appointment
of a resident agent at a salary of
$100 a year. As to stumpage, the
system followed was inconvenient and
unfair. Last year some residents on
the reserve obtained license to eut
timber, paying to the Government
$1 per thousand as stu-upage. As
the best timber had disappeared, thi
was a high rate, and as the agent, who
came to look after it, also collected h is
expenses, which averaged 98 cents per
thousand, the stumpage really cost
$1.98 per thousand. He hoped that
the Minister of the Interior would take
the subject under consideration, and
that the propriety of granting the
repeated request made in this regard
would be immediately recognized.

Motion agreed to.

RAILWAY FROM QUEBEC TO
LAKE ST. JOHN.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENcE.

Mr. CIMON moved for copies of all
petitions and correspondence repecting
the grant by the Dominion Government
of a sum of money to asstst in the con-
struction of the Railway from Quebec
to Lake St. John.

Motion ageed to.

BRITISIH COLUMBIA MAILS.

MOTION FOR TENDERS.

1fr. DECOSMOS moved for a copy
of every tender received since No-
vember last by the Postal Department
for carrying the Mails in British
Columbia, with the names of the tender-

]Er. CoSTIOAN.

ers and their securities ; also a copy of
all telegrams and letters received or
sent by the Postal Departmentrespect.
ing the same. le said he asked for
this information because there were
quite a number of postal routes in,
Britist Columbia for which quite a
large number of people in various por.
tions of the Province had tendered.
He also believed it his duty, knowing
what ho did about the chief route i'
that country, to bring this informa-
tion before the House and the pub
in -sueh a shape as to enable the HIouse
and Govcrnment to have the benefit of
the asbistance he could render in pre-
venting a nombination to obtain a
large mail contract at a higher price
than it might be contracted for under
different circumstances. He believei
that such a combination had been
entored into to coerce the Governrnent
into giving a very large sum for carry-
ing the mail between Yale and Blasker-
ville. He had information in hli
possession to the effoct that Mr. Bar-
nard's tender, which ho believed was
for $27,000, was purchased by a gentle-
man who had put in a tender for about
$18,000 odd dollars, and that another
tender fbr about $19,900 was with-
drawn. He had considered it his duty
to protest against the contract being
given out, and he had also stated ho
believed the proper time to give out
this contract was not the lst of April.
but the 1st Ju'y, in order to enable aL
tenderer to whom the contract might
be awarded, who lived in Vancouver'
Island, or in some other portions of the
Province off the main route, to stock
the road. At present, intending teln-
dererâ were placed at a great disad
vantage, owing to the contractor being
compelled to commence carrying the
mails in April.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said there wa-

of.course, no objection to bringing dowi
the papers, but i t would be man1ifestly
inconvenient to submit all tenders r'e-
ceived for carrying mails in British
Columbia. Perhaps the hon. gentle-
man would not object to restrictifg his
motion to the contract mentioned. The

Post Oce Department had no know-
ledge of the collusion to which the
hon. gentleman had alluded, and 3b.
Barnard had telegraphed a iost

explicit denial of the allegatinfls
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Mr. DECOSMOS said it so happened
that Parker had told him that
he had sent in a tender, and that
he said a Mr. Williams had asked
hilm (Parker) to sell it out to Barnard
for $1,000. Subsequently Parker tele-
graphed him (Mr. DeCosmos) that lie
had purchased Mr. Barnard's stage
business. Now, Mr. Barnard's tender
was $27,000, but Parker's own tender
was about $18,000. Parker said in bis
telegram that the Government were
trying to deprive him of the contract
at Barnard's price, and asked: " Will
yon help me." He (Mr. DeCosmos)
answerod that lie would protest against
the contract being given at a higher
rate than lie (Parker) had already
tendered for. When lie protested
against awarding the contract at
$27,000 ho felt it was his duty to do so,
and lie considered he had a right, in
the interest of his Province, to know
the amount and number of the tenders,
but lie did not consider it right that ho
should have to wait twelve months
before he could find out what the num-
ber and amounts were. The Govern-
ment should have given him the
information at once.

Mr. DEWDNEY said he was glad
the bon. member for Victoria had asked
for the papers and also that the Post-
master-General intended to bring them
down. It was true that the hon.
member for Victoria had pre-
viously made a protest, couched in
very strong language, in reference
to this contract. It would be found by
the corespondence that the hon. mem-
ber for Victoria had made an accusa-
tion that certain parties had conspired
to defraud the Dominion Government.
le (Mr. Dewdney),a few days ago, had
heard of what the hon. member had
stated before he left for Ottawa. Mr.
Barnard had distinctly denied the
accusation and stated that there was a
cOnspiracy between the hon. member
for Victoria and others to induce two
Mon, aliens, living out of the country,
by fa!se representations as to the value
of the contracts, to put in tenders.
These two moà, upon inquiry, found
that the hon. member for Victoria had
wanted them to put in tenders on
accOunt of his political a leen towards
Mr. Barnard; and they a so found that
there was no money in the contract,

or not suflicient to induce them to wish
to hold on to their tender, and that
there were men in Victoria quite
capable of undertaking the contract,who
would have tendered if there was as
much money in it as represented by
member for Victoria. With regard to
Mr. Parker, the gentleman referred to
by the hon. member for Victoria as
purchasing the stage business of Mr.
Barnard, it had come to his (Mr.
Dewdney's) knowledge that he, Mr.
Parker, had offered to purchase out Mr.
Barnard's interest in the stage business,
and that ho had lately examined into
the value of his plant, but the negotia-
tions bad fallen through.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he had a tele-
gram from Mr. Parker stating that he
had purchased Barnard's stage business
and tender, and had asked him to assist
in getting the contract for Mr. Barnard
in order that lie (Mr. Parker) might
have it. He (Mr. DeCosmos) answered
that lie would assist him to get the
contract 'it his (Parker's) figures, but
not at Mr..Barnard's.

-Mr. DEWDNEY said the hon. gen-
tleman had in Ottawa circulated a
report that Mr. Parker told him that
Mr. Barnard had offered him $1,000 if
lie would withdraw his contract. This
came to his (Mr. Dewdney's) ears a
few days ago, and ho telegraphed to
Mr. Parker and received the following
answer:-"If DeCosmos says that
Barnard offered me $1,000 or any other
sum to withdraw my tender, he tells a
deliberate lie and he knows it."

Mr. DECOSMOS reaffirmed his state-
ment, and stated that, as he was going
through Washington Territory in 1873,
he met Mr. Coggan, an Englishmanwho
had a stage lin and who wanted to
know whether ho could get employ.
ment for bis stage borses in Columbia.
Subsequently, he tendered lower than
Mr. Barnard had, but did not get the
contract, as bis securities were Ameri-
cans. But Mr. Barnard received the
contract at a higher figure than Mr.
Coggan had tendered at.

Mr. DEWDNEY said if any injustice
was done to Mr. Coggan the ion. mem-
ber for Victoria had assisted to bring it
about, because if the records of the
Department were examined it would
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te found that ho had recommended the
'contract to be awarded to Mr. Barnard
for $22,000.

iMir. DECOSMOS said, nevertheless,
ho had not recommended Mr. Barnard
:as against Coggan; but told Barnard
that if he could buy out Coggan, if the
tender were awarded him, ho had no
'objection to him (Barnard) getting
the contract. He denied that hé had
.gone to Oregon in order, by false re-
presentations, to get two men to tender
for the contract.

Mr. DEWDNEY said ho made the
ireprosentatio by telegrams and cor-
respondence, - d tho two gentlemen
lhad gone to a great deal of expense and
trouble in finding out the truth of the
imatter.

Mr. DECOSMOS said ho had merely
told these gentlemen that it was fully
in their power to tender for the con-
tract. He had no personal interest
whatever in the matter, political or
otherwise. If Mr. Barnard or any
-other man had tendered at the lowest
figuro and given sufficient security for
the performance of the work, ho was
willing that ho should have it, but ho
would give the House to understand
that ho would not be a party to the rob-
bery of the Dominion Treasury by such
a combination as ho believed existed.

Mr. HUNTINGTON.said, of course,
his hon. friend was aware that the
letting ont of the contract was before
be was responsible for the administra-
tion of the Post Office Department.
The Government would decide the
question upon its merits.

Mr. DECOS MOS said ho had brought
the matter up as ho believed there was
an attempt to coorce the Government.

Motion agreed to.

House adjourned at
Ten minutes after

Eleven o'clock.

Mr. DEwDNEY.

HOUSE OF OOMMONS.

Tuesday, 13th March, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

GAMBLING PRACTICES PREVEN.
TION BILL.-[BILL No. 56.]

(Mr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

Mr. BLAKE said ho had made en-
quiry with regard to the suggestion
which had been made on this subject
by the hon. member for Vancouver,
and, from what he had heard, he be-
lieved there was no ground for oppo-
sition to the application of this measure
to steamboats as well as to railways,
and accordingly he did not propoqe to
make any alteration in it.

Bill read the third time and passed.

ONTARIO MARITIME COURT
BILL.-[BILL No. 41.]

(Mr. Blake.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. BLAKE: I do not think that,
after the discussion which took place on
the first reading of this Bill, it is nec-
essary for me at any rate to enlarge
on the provisions of the measure which
is now submitted for the second read-
rng. Of course any question that
can arise, after what has been said in
the House on the subject, will noces-
sarily relate to details which may be
disposed of in Committee. The Ilouse
wilI observe,from the general provisions
of the Bill, that it is to a certain extent
tentativ in its character. The design
the Government had in view in pro-
posing particular provisions in it was,
as far as possible, to associate a degree
of centralization with reforence to the
rules : and regulations applicable
to a new and important sYs-
tem of law with a degree of elas
ticity and decentralization in the
application of those parti of the law
which for efficiencyArfqfuire. to be
speedily and promptly submitted on
the spot A provision J therefre
introduced fw the nomination of
judges, deputr registrar md mar
shals, where, from time to time, 't

[COMNOXSjý Business



R]usines. 41

may be found necessary in the inter-
ots of trade that they should be
appointed; and, in the locality which
may be in question, vessels may be
sumnoned, and held to bail, &c. The
machinery is necessarily olastic in its
character, because, until-as one of
the clauses suggests-the effect of the
measure is developed by experience,
it bas been thought prudent to lay
down rules with reference to the
extended jnrisdiction of the judges.
These provisions, as I 3aid at the
commencement of my remarks,
are more fit perhaps to be discussed in
Committee; therefore, unless asked to
make any further explanations,
without further preface I will ask that
the Bill be read the second time.

Bill read the second time.

INSOLVENT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL-[BILL No. 60.]

(Mr. Blake.)

SECOND READINo.

Mr. BLAKE : The remarks I have
Just made with reference to the pro-
bable character of the discussion on
the measure which bas been read the
second time wil apply to this one.
The measure consists of several amend-
ments of detail to the Insolvency Act,
and the most important is that which
has already undergono some degree
of discussion, and on which, no doubt,
at the appropriate time, there
will be a considerable further degree
of discussion, namely, the condition of'
discharge. It would be hardly usefu 1
for me to elaborate the othersjust now.
They comprise such suggestions as
Practical experience in the working of
the Act and the observations of those
who have knowledge of its effect have
mfduced me to recommend for the con-
sideration of the House. They com-
prise, however, a very small part of
the suggestions I have roceived, and I
may say that some of those of which
I am in daily receipt I may be disposed
Perhaps to submit to the consideration
'f the 11 ouse. Should I (o so, I will
ende 1 ur. to have them placed in the
Xotes and Proueedings.

.r. BOWELL asked whether the
tinistr o? Justice proposed to >end

ta Committee.

Mr. BLAKE: No.

Bill read the second tinie.

SALARY OF JUDGES OF ONTARIO
MARITIME COURT.

RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

fHouse resolved itself into Committee
of the Wholo to consider the following
resolutions:--

"1. That it is expedient 'o provide that
the Judge of the Maritime Court of Ontario
shall receive no fees, but shall receive a
salary of six hundred dollars, free and clear
from all deductions wl atsoever, per annuma,
and pro rata for any shorter time than a year,
which salary shall be paid out of any unap-
propriated moneys forming part of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund of Canada, in like
manner as the salaries of other Judges.

" 2. That it is expedient to provide tempo-
rarily that any Surrogate Judge of the Mari-
time Court of Ontario nay, if resident
elsewhere than Toronto, receive emoluments
out of funds provided by suitors'fees payable
under a tariff to be from time to tine fixed
and altered by the Governor in Council; und
that the lees payable by suitors under the
tariff shall be paid over, by the officer ap-
pointed to collect them, to the Receiver-
General, and shall form part of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund; and thereot shall be
paid theeniolumentsof the SurrogateJude "

(In the Committee.)

.Mr. TUPPER asked whether the
Minister of Justice had taken into con-
sideration the suggestion of the hon.
inember for Ilalifix (Mr. Jones) that
provision should, at the same time, be
made for the salary of the Judge of the
Court of Vice-Admiralty at Hiialifàx.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. meim-
ber tor Halifax was aware of' the
fact that provision was already made
by law for the salary of this Judge.
What the hon, member for Halifax had
adve, ted to in another connection was
the provision proposed in the Estimates
for the continuation of the salarv of*
the Registrar and Marshal of the Vice-
Admiralty Court at Quebec, and he
proposed something witlh regard to t he
cessation of these salaries, or of the r
payment from the public funds. le
had not proposed in this measure to
eharge on the generalfunds the salarie-
of the analogous ofiters of the new
Court, which were to be provided ihr
by means of fees.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he was rather taken by surpi ise by t he
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action being taken on this Bill to-day,
as the hon. the 'Premier had stated
the House would go at once into Ways
and Means to-day.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was the
invariable practice to take up any
measure which was not opposed, or
likely to cause any discussion. He
was not aware that the hon. member
for Kingston desired that there should
be any discussion on this Bill at the
second reading.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. the Minister of Justice gave
scarcely any explanation of the Bil on
its introduction.

Mr. BLAKE said the Bill could be
discussed on the motion to go into
committee on Thursday. The salaries
of the Judges of Vice-Admiralty in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick was
$600, and in Quebec $2,000. AI-
though measured by the extent of
tonnage in the waters to which the
Bill referred, the amount of business
to be performed by the new Courts
might be supposed to be large, yet it
was purely conjectural at present.
It was, therefore, not thought proper
to go further into the question of
emoluments, but to see what was sug-
gested by the practical working of
the Courts. Ho proposed to fill the
blank with the words "$600," based
upon the salary prevailing in the
Maritime Provinces.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
if this was the only emolument the
Judge would receive.

Mr. BLAKE said the Bill expressly
provided that there should be no fees.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Is
there other emolument of any kind ?

Mr. BLAKE: Not for services of
Judge of Admiralty. The labours of
the office would be lightened by the
exereise of their functions by the Sur-
rogate Judges, but in case larger
iremuneration was required, provision
for it would subsequently be made. In
Nova Scotia, the Chief Justice was the
Judge of Admiralty, and in New
Brunswick, the Judge of the County
Court of St. John performed the
duties. They both received $600.

gir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he presumed the intention was that
the Judge appointed to receive this
salary would be taken from the Bench,
because it was obvious that $600 would
be an inadequate salary for a barrister
having a large practice.

Mr. BLAKE said a Judge was not
appointed in Quebec, and the salary
thore might be considered inadequate,
but it was not found insufficient for
procuring the services of a highly
competent person. It was obviously
inconvenient for the Government to
announce their intention in this regard,
but he would have no objection to
indicating their proposed courso
privately.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he thought
the chief amount of work would be
performed by the Surrogate Judges,
who would be resident at other towns
in the Province-say, St. Catharines,
Kingston, Windsor, or Goderich. The
main part of the work would be done
at those places, and not at the chief
office at Toronto. The Surrogate
Judges were to be paid out of fees, but
it was not stated what the scale would
be. Was the hon. the Minister of
Justice able to tell what income was
likely to be derived by those officers?
He should suppose, in view of the fact
that their labours would be heavier
than those of the Chief Judge, that
they would require higher remuner-
ation.

Mr. BLAKE said the fees at present
received in the Maritime Provinces,
whether all that could be obtained by
proper collection or not, were very
trifling. For more thai 40 years, 111
fact, no fees had been received by the
Court at Quebec. In one year £80
sterling was received at Nova Scotia,
and the average in New Brunswick for
the last five years was $50 per annum.
It was obvious that those fees were not
on a scale that would answer the pur-
pose, and the results were as the hon.
member for Frontenac supposed. [ was
impossible to say what the fees in
Ontario would be at present; thatwOuld
have to be determined as the work in

the Court proceeded. He was oppOsd
to the principle of paying Judges by
fees. le did not like to put such a
. aw on the Statute-book, except with a
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clause explaining the reason for, and
the temporary character of, the pro-
vision. In introducing such a tempor-
ary provision, he had also provided
that the focs should be paid into the
exchequer, and that the emoluments of
the Judge, although paid out of such
fées, should yet bo received out
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund. The
emoluments of the Surrogate Judges
would depend upon the extent of the
judicial functions which were from time
to time to be conferred upon them.
He did not think it would be prudent
im the first instance to confer upon
those Judges more powers than were
necessary for speedy preliminary
action in the arrest of ships, etc.
His opinion was that, in introducing
new jurisprudence of this description,
it was proper to proceed with some
degree of caution, and to fix an adequate
compensation when knowledge of what
was necessary for the coirect adminis-
tration of the Court was obtained. He
did not think that the labour would be
so very heavy at first as to require any
great remuneration. When the Court
was thoroughly established, and the
extent of extra labour devolving upon
the Judges was known, it could be con-
sidered whether the interests of the
)ublic would be best served by abolish-
ing the focs, or by keeping thom as a
source of revenue and paying a fixed
salary out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said ho gath-
ered from the hon. the Minister of Jus-
tice's remarks that ho thought the
duties of the Surrogate Judges would be
ministerial-to set in motion the ma-
ehinery of the Court: and that all the
eases vould have to be taken to the
Chief Court for decision. He thought
the hou. gentleman would find that
that vould hardly: be the case, because
m)Ost of the investigations of claims for
Wages or collisions would necessarily
have to take place where the witnesses
resided, and the ships traded to. It
would be found in practice that but a

1nal Part of the work would be done
"t Toronto. HIle presumed that the
amrOunt of fees to be paid would bfixed by Order in Council.

Mr. BLAKE said ho had alwaysObjected to Judges boing. paid by suitorF,
Ili

but the question as to the romuneration
of the Surrogate Judges would have to
be determined by experience. With
reference to the heavy labours of those
officers, he might say that in Quobec
the evidence was not taken down before
the Judge but before the Registrar.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: But the Re«-
istrar will be at Toronto.

Mr. BLAKE said Deputy Registrars
were to be appointed at all those points.
He had a strong impression, however,
that in time it would be found expe-
dienttorequiîe the Surrogate Judges to
take the evidence, but it could not be
held from the language of the Bill that
they were now required to do so. Hie
would be glad if any hon. gentleman
could devise a scheme by which the
compensation of the Judges could be
fixed ; but ho did not see how it could
be done until after the Courts had been
in operation for some time.

Resolution agreed to, and ordered to
be reportod.

House resumed.
Resolutions reported, read the ftrst

and second times and agreed to,
and referred to Committee of the Whole
House on Bill No. 41.

AMENDMENT OF CUSTOIS ACT.

RESOLUTION CONSIDERED IN OOMMITTEE.

House resolveditself into Committee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolution:

" That it is expedient to amend the Act
respecting the Customs, 31 Victoria, Chapter
6, so as to make better provisions for the re-
porting of vessels inwards and outwards.

" The reporting of Raiiway Trains at
froatier ports, &c., inwards and outwards.

"To make better provision for the secur-
ing of correct statements of Exports by land
and water.

" To provide greater security to the
Revenue in connection with the warehouses
and warehousing business of Canada; and
to consolidate the Act so amended and the
amendments made to it by any other Acts ;
such amendments not stfecting the Tarifr of
duties."

(In the Committee.)

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said the
first resolution was intended to secure
the better reporting of inward and out-
ward vessels, but particularly outward,
so as to obtain more extended statisti-
cal information with regard to the
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cargo and manifest. The next resolu-
tion referred to imports and exports by
railways. At present there was no law
providing for manifests of merchandise
coming into this country. Whatever
was done now was done under no law,
but simply by departmental rule with-
out any penalties being attached for
violation thereof. The next resolution
provided for the botter warehousink of
goods, instead of their boing landed at
stations without proper protection, as
was sometimes done. And this pro-
vision would give merchants power to
remove goods from one warehouse to
another if they so desired. It was also
proposed to make a provision whereby,
if a merchant was a defaulte* as re-
garded goods in one warebouse, the
Government could hold as security
goods in other warehouses which were
owned by him.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he
thought the hon. the Minister of Cus-
toms would have done well had he
given some explanations as to matters
to which his attention had been previ-
ously called. There were many clauses
in the Customs Act of 1869, which
vas brought down en bloc and passed

without discussion, which might possi-
bly be applicable to the Upper Pro-
vinces, but which were not applicable
to the Maritime Provinces. He
referred more particularly to the
clause as to the drawback. The Act
al!owed a drawback on all articles,
of at least the value of $100,
shipped to Newfoundland or Prince
Edward Island. Since the Act
was passed, however, Prince Edward
Island had been admitted into
Confederation. The trade desired that
the drawback should be applied to
other places besides Newfoundiand.
Nova Seotia did a considerable business
with the West Indies, and the present
system was found very inconvenient
for persons sending goods to the Ber-
mudas or Nassau. He thought it would
be desirable for the Government to
amend the Act so as to provide that
drawbacks on goods of the aggregate
value of $100 and upwards should be
allowed when the goods were exported
anywhere beyond the limils of the Do-
minion. It -was possible that this sys-
tem would be inconvenient if applied
to the United States, but ho would sug-

Mr. BuRPi.

gest that that country be exceptod. It
was obvious that it was desirable to-
facilitate the distribution of the largest
quantities of goods. Although the duty
might not be paid on the goods being
reshipped to foreign parts, the country
wouid receive the benefit of shipping
and bandling them. He would albo sug-
gest that the time during which goods
could remain in bond should be.
extend ed. In England, wines and liquors
could remain in bond as long as was
convenient to the owner, who could at
any time take out any quantity, even
to a glassful. The system had been found
to work satisfactory, and it should be
ongrafted upon our Customs laws.
He thought the Department should
have additional safe-guards, and the-
resolutions in themselves might be
proper; at the same time, he would
remind the hon. the Minister of Cus-
toms that merchants were much ham-
pered by unnecessary orders, rules and
regulations. A short time ago ho
watched an official handling some
packages of tea at a custom-house, on
a ship unloading. He was obliged to
mark on the packages where they-
came from, the number of the warrant,
under which they were passed, and
the weight of the packages. It would
take a inan half a day to mark fifty
packages. The drawback question was
very important to Nova Scotia, and b
hoped the Government would deal with
it when they were considering the
Customs Act.

Mr. DOMVILLE asked the hon. the
Minister of Customs to explain how
parties warehousing goods would
become defaulters to the Government.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said the
Government did not know positively
that any person would become a de-
faulter. But this bad happened in the
past, and might again; through the
negligence or carelessness of some
officer. What the resolition provided
for was that, when a merchant was a
defaulter in one warehouse, goods
which he might have in another ware.
bouse could be held as security. In
some cases thero weî e 'five or six
warehouses in one town, and a mer-
chant who was a defaulter in one did
not now have his goods in the other
warehouse held as security.
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
there should be no defaulters. If a mer-
-chant was a defaulter, the Government
should look to the security of the offi-
,cer who allowed the goods to be taken
-uot before the daty was paid. No goods
sho'uld be takoe ont until the duty was
paid.

Mr. DOVILLE: They cannot.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it

,could not be done by law, but If the
resolation were adopted it would look
Iike a sanctioning of the practice. He
wished to know whether it was by
statutory provision or by regulation
'that the remaining goods in a ware-
'house were made liable for the duties
on other goods taken out of the same
-warehouse.

Mr. BURPEE: That is by Statete.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Does

not that apply to all the warehouses ?
Mr. BURPEE: It only applies to

the warehouses in which the default
occurs.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he could not un-
<derstand what would be gained by the

proposed change in this regard. In the
ifirst place there were the bondsmen of
the castom-house officer.

Mr. BURPEE: The law says ho
will be his own bondsman.

Mr. DOMVILLE said that was
"where ho found faul t, as there was a case
where the Government had failed to
recover on the bonds of those who were
responsible. The hon. the Minister of
Customs knew that such a case had oc-
curred in the city from which they both
came. The case happened four years
ago, and not a cent had been paid as
far as ho could learn, and yet the hon.
the Minister of Castoms said, when
:asked about it, that he had not made
any enquiries into the matter. Unless
the sureties were called upon in case of
default being made, the act of signing
a bond would be merely a form. low
anybody could get goods out of a cas-
tom-house without paying the duties
he could not .understand. However,
perhaps there were some things going
on which it would not be prudent to
ibring to light. It would be much better
if the hon. the Minister of Customs
;brought in amendments such as those

suggested. by the bon. momber for
Halifax (Mr. Jones). If a merchant
wished to import musical instruments,
he had to enter them at an arbitrary
valuation, and while perhaps he only
paid $250 ho would have to enter thein
ut $400, and, according to the Orders in
Council, duty on the $400 would have
to be paid. This wa8 a matter which
should be renkedied. The Covernmont
should not frame their legislation so
mach in view of anticipated frands, as
to introduce wholesome laws which
would place onu merchants on a proper
basis.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) explained
that it vas to mcet such cases as that
referred to that the resohitions were
introduced. The defalcation occurred
in 1872, before the preseDt Government
came into office. The case went to
trial, but for want of ovidence it was
quashed. In every case, bonds were
required from the ofBoers.

Mr. DOXVILLE said that, while
the Custom louse officer, through
whose negligonce the defalcation had
occurred, had got off scot froe, the
peopie whose goods had been taken

ad to bear the whole loss.
Mr. JONES (South Leeds) said ho

thought the Government were right in
placing a fixed value on pianos coming
into this country. In order to keep
their shops running, the manufacturers
in the United States made Canada a
slaughter market. solling goods at
from 3 per cent. to 10 per cent. less'
than in the United States. It was
unfortunate that the Government did
not apply the same rule to other
articles, and thus protect the industries
of the country.

Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
if there was any regalation or Act
providing that, if a merchant entered
goods which ho bad parchased in cash,
for example in New York, a certain
additional sur. could be added to the
cash price in estimating the duties
payable.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said the
daty would be paid on the market
value in the country in which the
goods were purchased. If the goods
were sold to a bayer at a less price
than their value in the country in
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which they were purchased, the Gov-
ernment were right in charging the
duty on the price of the goods in the
market of the country in which they
were sold.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought, from the newspapers, that
an order had been issued by whieh an
amount was added to the cash price to
bring it up to the credit price.

Mr. CAMERON said that, while for-
merly the value of goods for Customs
purposes was the clear market value,
it was changed by the Act 33 Victoria,
chap. 9, section 10, which was passed
in 1870. The actual and the market
value were quite distinct. Since that
time, Parliament had thought fit to
provide that the hon. the Minister of
Customs, with the consent of the Gov-
ernor in Council, might fix arbitrary
values for certain articles, such as sew-
ing machines and pianos. Whether
that was a right or wrong provision
was open to serious question. The
hon. member for Halifax had given the
Government credit for having made
the alteration to protect the manufac-
turers. -He (Mr. Cameron) vas quite
satisfied it was not made with any such
intention, but it was for the purpose of
preventing frauds on the revenue, to
endeavour to prevent goods being
entered at what were not their true
prices; and the Government ought,
therefore, to be relieved from the
responsibility of having done anything
towards introducing a systein of pro-
tection to home manufactures in
making that alteration in 1874. It
was stated in 33 Victoria, chapter 9,
section 10:

c The value for duty of goods on which
an ad valorem duty of Customs is imposed,
imported into Canada by sea, shall be the
actual value of the goods at the last place
at whicL they were purchased; and the
value of such goode for duty, if imported from
the United States, by land or inland naviga-
tion, shall be the actual value of such goods
at the last place at whieh they are purchased
for importation into Canada, and whence
they are directly conveyed without change of
package to Canada."

The lawwas formerlythat the goods
should be charged on their fair market
value. It was held that that meant
the value of the goode in the principal
market from which the goods came.
Thus it was contended that rice should

Mr. BURPEE.

bo entered at its value in South Caro-
lina, and tobacco at its value in Vir-
ginia, because those were the principal
markets from which the goods came.
The law was, therefore, altered to the
actual value. It had been well settled
by many decisions in the United
States in their Customs Act, using
similar words to those in the Dominion
Act, that the cash value paid for an
article in the bond fide course of busi-
ness was the truc rate at which goods
should be entered. le thought the
legislation passed in 1874 or 1870,
allowing the Government arbitra-
rily to fix the value of certain
goods for duty, was scarcely in
accordance with principle. If this
abuse existed of goods being entered
on undervaluations, the provisions of
the law should have been made such as
would have enabled Custom-house-
officers to have prevented such valu-
ations, rather than the Governmen:
having the power of fixing a value for
Customs purposes totally irrespective
of the cost of the article. This they
now did especially in the case of pianos,
but upon what principle such a course
was adopted the Custom-house officers
themselves did not know. If the duties
were to be charged on the actual price
paid in a fair market, that could be
easily ascertained, but surely it wa,
a dangerous power to give to officers
of Customs that they should be allowed
arbitrarily to fix the price at whieh
any particular article should be entercd.
That power might be so abused that
great advantage would be obtained 'y
one manufacturer over another. A case
had occurred at Montreal and Toronto
where an importer took advantage ofthe
Customs arrangement, and by import-
ing a class of pianos, which happene
not to be in the schedule established
by the Governor in Council, because
they were entered in another name
than that of the maker, secured their
entry at $140 or $145, whilo the salu
pianos entered in the maker's name
were charged on a price of $240 or
$250. There was no sufficient reason
why a special rule should be made il
favour of pianos and sewing machines.
If there should be an alteration in the
law, the hon. the Minister of CustOms
should take the matter into seriOus
consideration, and any
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should have a wider scope than the
limited one which the hon. the Min-
ister of Customs seemed to indicate.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said that
under the law of 1874 such articles as
pianos and sewing machines were con-
sidered exceptional. American manu-
facturers made special arrangements
with Canada buyers, to whom they
sold goods at 25 or 30 per cent. less
than the prices in the United States.
Moreover, machines were sent into this
country in many ways, parts of sewing
machines being entered as castings,
others as steel and woodwork, and the
same system was followed in regard to
pianos. The Customs Department had
obtained from the pianoforte manufac-
turers of the United States the fairly
marked values of the lines of goods.
The Government thought they were
justified, if the market value in the
United States was a fair one, and if
the American manufacturers made
special arrangements with Canada
buyers, in making theni pay duty on
the price of the goods charged in their
own markets. As to the interpretation
of the law with respect to the fair
market value, it was stated in 33
Victoria.

Mr. WOOD said the action taken by
the Government had been the best ever
ado pted to compel a fair rate of duty
to he paid upon the cost of goods
imported from the United States.
It was well known that manufac-
turers of pianos, sewing machines
and other goods had agents in
Canada, and when they sent their
goods had them entered far below the
cost price and came into competition
with Canadian manufactured goods, the
home manufacturers complaining that
they could not stand against such com-
Petition. The matter was brought to the
notice of the Government and proper
means were adopted to ascertain the
facts. The Government thereupon
formed a schedule of prices for those
goods, so that to-day piano-makers and
sewimg machine manufacturers in the

Moinion were quite prepared to com-
Pete With American manufacturers,
whose goods were now admitted at the
rOgular market price in their country.
IBtit was not fair that Canadian manu-

facturers should be called upon to
compete with goods which were admit-
ted at 30, 40, or 50 per cent. less than
in their country. ie was surprised
the members of the Opposition, who
were always talking of protection, were
taking the course of interfering with
the arrangement under which justice
was being dono to our own people. The
Government were entitled to the thanks
of the country for having drawn up
the schedule of prices referred to, with
which the Canadian manufactures were
perfectly satisfied.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said it was
quite evident that the statement ho
had previously made, that the regula-
tion was made in the interests of the
manufacturers, was quite correct. Tho
light in which it was viewed by the
hon. member for Hamilton, and other
hon. mem bers who advocated protection
views showed that such was the
natural inference, and that no other
inference would be drawn. The Gov-
ernment might have the power to
decide, by an Order in Council, the
value of an article before it was brought
into the country, but ho failed to dis-
cover it in the Customs Act. There
was no Act in force which gave the
Government the power to decide the
value of an article for the next three or
six months. A merchant proceeded to
the United States and purchased certain
goods, for which he paid in cash the
actual market value of the goods at
the time. When the merchant
presented his invoice to the
Canadian Customs authorities and
stated that such was the price the
goods cost him, the Government had
no power but to accept that statement,
and levy their duties accordingly. A
case of that character had occurred in
bis own constituency. A gentleman
imported a large quantity of hair-cloth
from the Pantucket Iair-Cloth Com-
pany of the United States, and on
presenting his papers lor duty, they
were refused. That, it appeared, was
an article which the Government had
interdicted, and he was charged 22J
per cent. duty instead of 17J per cent.
He tontended that the Customs
authorities in that particular exceeded
their powers. While such duties were
levied on articles from the United
States, German and English goods of
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tsimilar quality were admitted at in-
voice prices without a question.

Mr. TUPPER said such a regulation
would not protect anybody, because
the article was not manufactured in
this country.

Mr. JONES said that did not matter.
Pianos, organs and sewing machines
and other articles, which could be
bought in the United States to-day at
a certain price, were refused admission
by the Customs authority at the rate
at which they were actually purchased
there. That action was wrong and
the Government had no authority to
carry it out.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
hon. members were endeavouring to
find out what the law vas, and not
discussing what the law ought to be, or
whether the hon. the Minister of Cus-
toms was carrying out the law in the
regulations to which reference had
been made. If those regulations were
against the manufacturer, no doubt the
hon. member for Hamilton would
work energetically to have the law
altered; but they rnust first find
ont what the law was, and then
how to amend it. The hon. the
iMinister of Customs had quoted
from an Act which was repealed.
The clauses the hon. gentleman had
quoted had been expressly repealed
and the market value, as his hon. friend
from North Victoria had pointed out,
was abolishcd and actual value inserted
instead, and such value was the value
in cash. A purchaser of tea in New
York was told that the price was so
much for cash, or so much at three
months or at six months. It was
absurd to suppose that a man could
not buy for cash in New York. It was
quite clear from his collation of these
Acts that the Customs regulation in
this respect was contrary to law.

Mr. CAMERON said a little further
ignorance on the part of Castoms
officers was shown as to what the law
really was, because they appeared to
ignore altogether the Act of 33 Vic.
The 9th section of the Act of 37th Vie.
provided for this arbitrary fixing of
value by order of the Governor in
Council, stating that, whereas difficul-
ties had frequently arisen with regard
to determining the fair market valao

Mr. JoNzS.

of dutiablo goods imported into Canada,
being the manufactured productions of
foreign countries, &c. This was not the
law ut the time; it was not the fair
market value which was specified at
the time the Act of 1874 was passed.
Duties were collected on the supposi-
tion that the fair market value was the
test for entry, when this was not the
case at all. The Act provided:

" Whereas, difficulties have frequentlv
arisen in determining the fair market value
for duty of goods imported into Canada,
heing the manufacture or pioduction of
foreign countries, or of Great Britain, such
as musical instruments, sewing machines,
agricultural machines or implements,
medical preparations commoaly called
Patent Medicines, and other similar goods,
the prices of which are published by the
manufacturers or producers, or persons acting
in their behalf, it is hereby enacted that the
Governor in Council may, from time to
time, fix and determine a certain rate of dis-
count which may be deducted from suchi
published prices of any such manufactures or
productions, and the remainder of such
published prices, after deducting such rate of
discount, shall be deemed and taken to b
the fair market values for duty of any such
manufactures or production s ai may or shall
be specified in such Order in Council, any-
thing in this or any other Act to the
contrary notwithstandmng."

Whereas the Act of 33 Vie. pro-
vided that the actual, and not the fair
market value was the test. The hon.
member for Hamilton had twitted, ho
supposed, both himself and one or twO
other mcm bers of the House with
being Protectionists, and yet being
opposed to power being given to the
Government te impose protection. Ifthe
Government wished to protect manu-
factures, they should not do it on the
sly, or in any underhand way. If they
meant to give protection, they shoild
say so, and introduce a properly pro
tective tariff; but they should not
reserve to thomselves the arbitrary
power of giving indirect protection by
making bondfide and honest impor-
ters pay a duty of 20 or 30 per
cent. more than the actual cost of
articles. It was said that this power
was used to provent fraud and unfair
competition between foreign and home
manufacturers, but, if any fraud eist-
ed, surely the Customs officers should
be enabled to prevent it by a direct,
straightforwarJ mode, without resOrt-
ing to any underhand means. If it
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was to afford protection, let it be so
termed, and hon. gentlemen on his
side of the House favourable to such
protection as they thought ought to be
given would gladly support such a
policy of the Government He did not
Vish any injustice to be done to bondfide

traders, by an arbitrary fixing of the
duty on certain articles in a manner
inconsistent withthe general principle
,f the law with regard to other articles.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said that
the regulation roferred to certain
articles named, with reference to
which the business was almost
entirely done by agents in this country.
These agents had the privilege of
importing goods cheaper than our own
merchants could, and the law justified
Ud Department in collecting duties on
the fair value of such goods in the
country where they were purchased.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT called the
attention of the hon. momber for Kings-
ton to the Act 37 Vic., 1874, wvhich, if
he understood it clearly, re-enacted
sections 29 to 46 inclusive of the Act
passed in the 31st year of Her Ma-
jesty's reign. The clauses said to have
been repealed, sec. 8, declared :

"The fair market value for duty of all
goods upon which any ad valorem "duty of
Custome is chargeable under this Act or any
other Act, shall be ascertained and determin-
ed except as hereinafter provided, in accor-
dance with the provisions of the sections
twenty-nine to forty-six inclusive of the Act
passea in the thirty-firstyear of Her Majesty's
reign, intituled: 'An Act respecting the
Custons '--so much of any Act as is incon-
sistent with this section being herebyrepealed."

Mr. WORKMAN said ho was glad
that the question had come up. This
mfatter had frequently given rise to a
good deal of feeling and discussion as
well as legal proceedings in Montreal.
It ws very difficult for the, Govern-
11ernt to satisfy ail parties, but he
thought, nevertheless, that the system
laid down with regard to pianos and

wing machines bad, on the whole,
5ven a great deal of satisfaction te the
IMporters of those articles. and to
honest dealers. It was well knownthat, before this Order in Council wasissued, pianos, in particular, were
brought into Canada at one half of their
cst value. Honest American manu-

facturers were willing to pay duty on
the full value. He had stated during
the previous Session that we required
an honest administration ofour Customs
laws. Goods brought from the United
States should pay duty on the cost value
there, and any regulation introduced
for that purpose would be acceptable
to the great majority of honest dealers
in Canada. He was aware of the case
to which the hon. member for North
Victoria alluded. No doubt the Gov-
ernment would meet it fairly and treat
it-as should be donc-on its own
merits. The cash market value system
had prevailed to some extent some
time ago, but it was well known, thon
and now, that nine-tenths of the goods
purchased in England and elsewhere
were obtained on credit. The time
given varied from three to four, or six,
or even nine months. When they
arrived out a cash discount was deduct-
ed from the invoice price, and the
Government lost the duty on that dis-
count. When this system came into
force, everyone apparently bought
for cash, and ail participated
in the bonefit afforded by the
cash discount, and te a certain
extent the revenue was, ho would net
say defrauded, but exposed to
loss. He thought they should try
in every possible manner to strengthen
the hands of the Government in ad-
ministering the Customs Laws ou a
fair and equitable principle; and mer-
chants and dealers who wished to do
business honestly, would fully approve
of this course.

Sir JOHN A. -MACDONALD said
ho was fre to admit that the clauses
which ho had quoted as repealed in
1870, were put back, as it were, in the
Act of 1874. The law as quoted by the
Minister of Customs had apparently
been rcvived.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the
regulation was lawful, even without
this ro-enactment. The actual value
wasvery different from the cash value.
The hon. gentleman assumeI that
these terms were synonymous, but
this was not the case. The
actual value meant the value in
the market where the article was
bought. and the cash value was some-
thing below the actual market value in
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the place where they were purchased.
Even if the clauses mentioned had not
been restored, the Statute of 1870
would not bear the interpretation the
hon. gentleman had placed on it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : I
differ with the hon. gentleman alto-
gether. Business is done in one of
two ways, either for cash or by barter.
There is no such thing as barter, and,
therefore, the actual value is the cash
value.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No; that is not
the case.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: You
must know that the element of credit
is quite a different thing from value.
Credit varies with the individual in a
hundred different ways. The actual
value is the cash or exchange value,
which, as we know perfectly well, is
now restricted.

Mr. MILLS said the bon. gentleman
overlooked the evidence of value alto-
gether. Tho price was not always to
be taken as the value of an article. He
would give an illustration: A gentle-
man of Cleveland bought in Montreal,
at auction, a large hbrary, and he
wisbed to enter them at Cleveland at
the price actually paid, which was per-
haps 20 per cent. below real value;
but this was not pormitted, the A meri-
can law containing a provision pre-
cisely similar tD the one under discus-
sion. Duty was paid on real value.
Many instances of this nature could be
cited; and on this very principle the
action of the Minister of Customs was
based. It was competent for this
Minister to set aside the invoice price
when this perhaps related to bankrupt
stock, and not to the ordinary cash
market value, and take evidence as to
actual value.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he was happy to sec that his hon.
friend the Minister of the Interior was
a convert to their views. His hon.
friend urged that a distinction was to
be drawn between the actual price paid
in particular cases and the actual value.
The hon. gentleman at last recognized
the fact that there was a slaughter
market and slaughter prices. No doubt,
when the hon. gentleman had acquired
more experience, he would be as strong
a Protectionist as himself.

Mr. MACKENZIE.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario) sai(d
that the difference in prices mentioned
did not apply simply to seving
machines and pianos. American manu-
facturers generally gave special
discounts to Canadians to a greater
degree than to their own people. He,'
had in his possession a letter from one
of the largest manufacturers and deal-
ers in Ontario, who, while urging that
they required increased protection as
against Americans, stated, in reply t>
the argument that manufacturers now
received additional protection in conse-
quence of the rise of greenbacks in
value, that some two years ago, when
purchasing in the United States, gold
having fallen from 20 to 15 per cent.
premium, a discount of 5 per cent.
was allowed to meet that contingency.
When gold declined to 10 per cent.
premium, another 5 per cent. dis-
count was allowed, and now, when it
stood at 5 per cent. premium, 15 per
cent. discount was given, which was
not allowed to American purchasers.
Therefore, it did not follow that this
system among American manufactu-
rers was confined to these special
articles named; and it was done to crush
ont our manufacturers.

Mr. MACDONALD (Centre Toron-
to) said that, at all events, this differ-
ence in prices did not apply to dry
goods, and le maintainod that these
represented all the other classes put
together. Hie quite concurred vitih
the right hon. member for Kingston in
this respect; le certainly did not sCe
what other term than slaughter prce,
could be given to the practice ofselling
pianos here at 50 and 60 per cent.
below prices in the United States. Ile
would infinitely prefer that the duty
should be exacted on the price charged
for the instrument, which shouild bc
soized if the entry was incorrect.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario) said
that cotton, like sugar, was staple
goods, on which no such discount as ho
had mentioned eould be allowed in
any country. Hé had referred par-
ticularly to woodenware, and ironi
manufacturas of different kinds.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said he
thought, if any merehant presented a1)
invoice at the Castoms and swor it
was correct, it was the duty of the
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officer to accept it. In his opinion, the
Government were taking arbitrary
powers, and the law would not
sustain them. He hoped the policy of
the Govevnment would be changed in
this respect.

Mr. WOOD said a screw manufac-
tory in England had sent out goods to
this country at a discount of 25 per
cent. less than they exported them to
other parts of the world, in order to
crush out a similar Canadian industry.
He took the liberty to write to the
Appraiser at Montreal stating the facts,
and the importer was compelled to pay
the regular market price. In his opin-
ion, that was according to law. The
Government would be derelict in its
duty if, in such cases, the tariff was not
imposed according to the regular mar-
ket price.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) said this
whole discussion simply proved that
the protective policy of the Govern-
ment was inadequate.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he would
like te hear some explanation with
reference to the clause relating to draw-
backs. It was quite evident that only
half the legitimate duty was collected
under the present system. There were
too many ports of entry in the Dom-
inion; it was impossible to collect the
duties in all the small ports where
goods were admitted. In the large
ports, goods underwent the most rigid
examination, and it was almost impos-
ýÀblc for imports to evade the
duty. Goods were sent direct
from the steamer to the small inland
towns where there was no examination
whatever. He did not think that could
be remedied unless several small ports
of enitry were grouped together and
Placed under one Appraiser. There
was a case before the Government in
Nova Scotia where the invoice showed
£350 and the gdods were only entered
at £150. Such things were unavoid-
able under the present system, and he
thought it would be an advantage if
the hon. the Minister of Customs could
devise some means to remedy the evll.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) sid there
was scarcely any other city in the

mDonl that made such demands in
regard to drawbacks as Halifax. He
wa8 willing to discuss the inatter with

the hon. membe r for that. city at any-
time, but it would ho difficult to accede,
to what his constituents wanted. There
was no doubt a great deal in what had
been said with regard to small ports of
entry, but he would like the hon. mem-
ber to propose a scheme whereby the
evil could be removed. Hon. members
were under the impression that the
Government confined the valuation of
goods to a few articles only. That
was not the fact. Every month they
tried to get the best information as to
the value of goods in different markets,
and more particularly that of the-
United States, and distributed what
information they obtained to the officers
with instructions to collect as near the
market rates as possible on everything.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said in 1874
there was a great deal of discussion
about the Order in Council which
allowed certain parts of locomotives
to come in ut ten per cent., while the
locomotive complete and perfect was
liable to the 17½ per cent. tariff. He
understood, from a statement by the
hon. the Finance Minister, that that
Order was repealed. If that was the
fact, the Government had no right to
allow the locomotive to be dissected,
but should collect the 171 per cent.
tariff on the whole.

Mr. GOUDGE said he could not
allow the statement of the hon. mem-
ber for Halifax (Me. Joncs) to pass
without comment. There might be one
ortwo cases where the Customs Act had
been improperly applied, but, as far as
his judgment went, the law was as pro-
perly carried out at the outports as at
the city of Halifax. The Collector of
Customs at Windsor took every pains
that the law should be complied with.

Mr. JONES (Halifax): The Collector
of Customs is not the judge; the
Appraiser has to pass o)n such matters.

Mr. GOUDGE said the Collector at
Windsor had been in business, and was
as capable of examining and valuing-
goods as any Appraiser. This question
was being agitated because the out-
ports were becoming independent of
Halifax, and importing their goods
direct. He thought the law worked
well, and protested against any
change.
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Mr. THOMSON (Welland) said lie
wished to direct the attention of the
ýCommittee to the sublime impossibility
of making a tax that would suit every-
body. The whole system was entirely
wrong. There should b no such
thing as a tariff or a tax; there should
be direct taxation, which would be as
near being just as anything possibly
could be. But hon. gentlemen
talked about a tariff on boxes
and a tariff on packages, and that
was. simply ridiculous; it was sim-
ply making a petty shopkeeping
business of the Government of the
nation. It was ail wrong philosophi-
-eally, mentally and economically. The
only way to make the people rich was
to give them al[ the produets of the
,earth at the cheapest possible price.
TI hey could not make a national party
in Canada -without a national currency
and direct taxation. He wished to
say to every hon. member of thought
that, if that was not come to sooner or
iater, the country would walk into the
United States.

Mr. OLIVER said it was currently
reported, and ho was afraid there was
some truth in the report, that the hon.
the Minister of Customs would have to
multiply instead of decreasing the
number of Custom-house officers in the
Lower Provinces. It was stated that
one-half of the imported goods con-
sumed in those Provinces came in
without inspection or paying duty.
le thought it would be a great
nistake to do away with the inland

'officers. Those small ports of entry
-encouraged the merchants of towns
and villages in the interior of the
,country to become independent of the
,cities. There might be too many of
such ports, but it would be a fatal
mistake to abolish them, aftor they
had been in existence for so many
vears.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John), in reply
to the member for Frontenac, said the
Order in Council respecting locomo-
tives was not repealed. The system
adopted in the Lower Provinces was
the same as that in Ontario.

Mr. KIZRKPATRICK said it was the
lduty of the House to repeal this Order

Council, and place locomotives on
%(r. GOUDGE.

the unenuierated .list, on whici 174
per cent. was paid.

Mr. FORBES said he mach regretted
that the hon. member for Halifax
should throw out the slanderous in-
sinuation that the wholj of Nova
Scotia, with the exception of Halifax,
was dishonost. It would seem from
what that hon. member had stated,
that in every C(ustoms office, exeept
that at Halifax, there was something
wrong. The hon. member warited all
the outside ports of entry bundled
together and transferred to Halifax.
He (Mr. Forbes) challengced the hon.
momber to name the port at which the
irregularities referred to had taken
place.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he was
misunderstood. It was the principle
which he condemned. ln large cities,
such as Montreal, Toronto, Quebec,
Hamilton and Halifax, there were a
number of officers who could take the
different departments in valuing the
goods. But it was impossible for one
man in a little outlying port to be
sufficiently acquainted with every kind
of merchandize as to be able to value
it. He did not speak for the benefit
of Hilifax particularly, but of the
whole country.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
ho agreod with the remark of the
hon. member for Hants (Mr. Goudge).
The official in his town thoroughly
understood his duty, and he, it
should be presumed, was a sam-
ple of the mon in the Cus-
toms offices outside of the city Of
Halifax. He understood the value of
most of the articles which came under
his notice, and, if there was anything
of which he did not know the value
he would telegraph to the )epartment
for instructions. He understood the
value of articles which came intO the
Province fully as well as the Collector
at Halifax.

Mr. JONES (Halifax): The Collector
at Halifax does not value goods.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
he trusted that the Governmont would
not alter the present state of affair4 a'
to the outlying ports of entry.

Mr. WORKMAN said he agreed with
the hon. member for Hlalifax (gir.
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Jones). He was satisfied there were
ports at which the officers did not have
a just appreciation of the value of goods,
although be would notname them. He
knew one case in which a gentleman
had three new suits of clothes brought
in a package from England, which had
not been duly valued by the officers.
It was quite impossible for any one
Appraiser to be acquainted with articles
which came from ail parts of the world.
In ail large ports, such as Montreal,
Toronto, Hamilton and Halifax, there
werc a number of Appraisers who made
the valuation of goods a specialty. He
heartily agreed with the suggestion
for the establishment of proper exan-
ining warehouses.

Mr. NORRIS said he believed the
officials in the outlying port8 were just
as honest as those in Montreal and
lalifax. If he remembered aright, it
vas not long since there was a smug-

gling case in Montreal.
Mr. BAIN said he hoped the Gov-

ernment would consider the matter in
a different light to the hon. members
who had made representations against
outlying ports. His experience was
that there were just as experienced
officers in these ports as in Montreal
or Halifax. The irregularities which
iad occurred in Montreal did not show
perhaps that the officials were incom-
petent, but that something was not
quite correct. The officer who acted
at the port which he represented
was very efficient, having served an
apprenticeship as landing waiter and
appraiser before he was appointed,
and he was just as competent to per-
form his duties as officers in larger
ports. No officer could gain his
knowledge by intuition, and all had
to watch the price lists of arti.1es If
the business was concentrated at one
Point, it might prove a convenience to
merchants at that point, but it would be
a great hardship to the rest of the
countl'y. It was unfortunate there
should be that jealousy which had
manifested itself during the discussion,
and which was always to be deprecated.

3Mr. PLUMB said he was vory glad
that the discussion had taken such a
wide range. It was right that the
attention of the hon. the Minister of
Custons should be directed to mat-

ters with which he seemed not fully
acquainted. The sectional spirit
which had cropped up on the part of'
an hon. member from Nova Scotia was
to be deprecated.

Mi. BUNSTER called attention to
the injustice which the Bill would
infliet upon British Columbia, in that
nany goods were landed upon its

shores, some of them from Her Ma-
jesty's ships, to which no invoice price-
was attached. He did not sec any
clause which would meet this difficulty.

Resolutions agreed to, and ordered to
be reported.

House resumed.
Resolutions read the first and seconJ

timtes, and agreed to.
Mr. BURPEE introduced a Bill (No.

19) To amend and consolidate as,
amended the Acts respecting the Cus-
toms.

Bill read thefirst time.
It being Six o'clock, the Speaker

left the Chair.

After Recess.
WAYS AND MEANS-CONCUR-

RENCE-THE TARIFF.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming adjourned debate
on the proposed motion of Mr. Cart-
wright for the second reading of Reso-
lution 1, reported from the Committee
of Ways and Means, the motion of Sir
John A. Macdonald in amendment
thereto, and the motion of Mr. Wood
in amendment to the said proposed
amendment, read.

Mr. FLEMING said the hon. the
Minister of Finance in his Budget
speech had informed the House that,
owing to exceptional circumstances,
chiefly the depression of trade through-
out the country, a great falling off in the
revenue had taken place, causing a
deficit of $1,900,000. This, no doubt,
to the House and the country was a
matter of regret, although it was not
wholly unexpected; no one who con-
sidered the state of the commercial
world in general could imagine
that we would escape the universal
depression. While the defieit was
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large, they were assured by the
Finance Minister that a considerable
portion of last year's expenditure
was exceptional, and that items
ýamounting to $1,574,000 would not be
placed in the Estimates for the
presont year, and that all which was
required of an increase would be be-
tween $400,000 and $500,000. The
ýGovernment had been condemned in
no measured language for having
brought about this deficit; the support-
ers of the right hon. member for
Kingston had forgotten that in the
history of the country, especially of
-Old Canada, deficits were of no un-
common occurrence. It might be said,
so far as the Government was concern-
l'd, that this deficit occurred during a
period of general depression, that they
-had to encounter peculiar difficulties,
and that there might at least be some
-excuse for them under the circumstan-
ces in which they were placed. But
if they would look at the state of the
,country at the time when the other
deficits occurred, it would be found
that it was not during a period
of depression; but, according to the
statement of the right hon. gentle-
man himsolf, during a period of un-
usual prosperity. Surely these hon. gen-
tlemen should remember the position
'of their leader in a time of prosperity, al-
lowing deficits to occur year after year.
The hon. member for West Peter-
borough (Mr. Bertram) had alluded to
some of these deficits in his speech the
other evening, and, on examining into
the matter, ho found that, between 1857
.and 1866, there were continued and
serious deficits, some of them to very
large amounts. In 1858, the deficit
.aniounted to $1,132,296; in 1861, the
-delicit was $2,087,253; and in 1865,
the deficit was $1,168,384. During
mine years-these years of great pros-
pority-the deficits exceeded eight
nillions of dollars. If the present

Government were to be condemned for
,a deficit during a period of depression,
surely the right hon. gentleman, whom
these hon. gentlemen supported, should
be much more severely condemned
for permitting such deficits to occur
during a period of prosperity. The
present deficit the Finance Minister
proposed to meet by levying an addi-
tional duty of two cents per pou d on

Mr. FLEMING.

tea; an additional duty of one cent per
pound on malt, and additional duties
on ale and beer. H1e also proposed the
removal of some small wares from the
10 to the 17½ per cent. list. While
these duties apparently involved addi-
tional taxation, the Finance Minister
intended to lighten the burdens of the
people by reducing the duty of 15 cents
on coal oil to 6 cents, and by repealing
altogether the Excise duty on this
article. These proposals were not,how.
ever, acceptable to the Opposition,
whose leader had moved an amendment
thereto. The right hon. gentleman
objected to the resolutions of the Gov-
ernment, and stated that these duties
would increase the burdens of taxation.
He thought that, if they looked into
the facts of the case, they would
find that there was really no
such addition as was represented.
Last year 14,557,851 lb. of tea had
been imported into this country; an
additional duty of two cents per pound
on this quantity would amount to
$291,157, a tax of less than eight cents
per head per annum, or a tax of about
forty cents per annum on a family of
tive persons. On the other hand, the
Finance Minister estimated that eight
millions of gallons of coal oil were
consumed in the Dominion annually,
equal to about two gallons per head.
The reduction whieh had been effected
in the price of coal oil, as shown by the
state of the market, was at loast fifteen
cents per gallon; a saving of thirty
cents per head, or for a family of five
persons of $1.50. Subtracting forty
cents from $1.50, showed a gain of
$1.10 per family of five persons, prov-
ing that the burdens of the people had
not been increased. It might, however,
be said that the price of beer would be
slightly increased, owing to the
additional tax on malt. Supposing it

was incroased two or three cents a
gallon, the gain to the country in the
reduction on coal oil would more than
make up for the increased cost of beer.
The right hon. member for Kingston
had severoly condemned the Govern-
ment for imposing the additional duty
on tea; ho had said: "Su.rely in re-
adjusting the tariff, the gentlemen te
posite might have found some other
object for taxation, and not have put
on so oppressive a duty on a boverage
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which was almost a necessary of life,
especially among the larger portion of
the inhabitants of the Dominion of
Canada, and which, from its nature,
being the 'cup which cheers and not
inebriates,' was the best antidote to the
excessive use of ardent spirits that had
yet been found. The hon. gentleman
put a specific duty of two cents a
pound on tea, which, in addition to the
duty on it before, made a duty on it
now of five cents. Surely the bon.
gentleman might have found some
other object for taxation. It was not
for the Opposition to suggest what
these other subjects should be, but,
with the whole question before
them, the Government had deliberately
chosen to put a tax on tea, which was
a harmless beverage, a useful beverage
and a necessity of' life, and they had
imposed it in the most obnoxious
manner." After all this tirade against
the duty on tea, it was a somewhat
singular fact, that in Old Canada,
under the régime of this hon. gentle-
man, our people were compelled iii
1862 to pay a duty of nine cents per
pound on tea. Not content with this,
that hon. gentleman had, in 1866, im-
posed an additional duty of three cents,
making it twelve cents per pound ; and
yet the hon. gentlemaa now condemned
,he Government for having levied an
additional duty of only two cents on
that article. The hon. gentleman also
objected to the duty on malt, as
against the interests of temperance.
le was very happy to find in the hon.
gentleman a new convert to the tem-
perance cause. The hon. member for
Centre Wellington had spoken very
feelingly about the duty on malt,
declaring that it was in effect a tax on
the farmers, who, lie added, might be
tempted thereby to resort to illicit
distillation. He rather thought that
the farmers of Centre Wellington
Would not thank the hon. gentleman
for that insinuation. The hon. gentle-
"'an also said that this duty might
tenpt the brewers to make use of
deleterious drugs in manufacturing.
t secmed somewbat strange that the

duty shotld be a cause of temptation
to both farmers and brewers. If the
larmers got less for their barley, thon
the brewers buying it at a cheaper rate
would not be so tempted, ana, if' the

brewers paid the same price as formerly,
then the farmers would not be tempted.
In his (Mr. Fleming's) op:nion, n o
reduction in the price of barley would
really be caused by the additional duty
on malt. The foreign market, taking
92 per cent. of the barley raised, deter-
mincd the price. The remainder could
have little or no effect thereon. How
was the deficiency in revenue to be
met ? The Government had commu-
nicated their scheme, but this did not
suit the right hon. member for King-
ston, who stated that it should be met
by a diminution of expenditure. If
so, then this must take place cither in
the public service or in public works.
The hon. gentleman had last year
spoken against a reduction in the ex-
penditure for public service on the
ground that it would impair its
efficiency, and this year the bon.
gentleman said there was ne necessity
for the stoppage of the construc-
tion of public works, and urged
that such a course would only have
the effect of increasing the de-
pression, and throwing more people
out of employment, and of adding to
the glooma now spread over the coun-
try. Thon it necessarily followed that
there must be some slight increase in
taxation in order to meet the country's
requirements. It was stated in the
amendment that thq tariff should be
readjusted; he understood this expres-
sion to mean that the volume of tax-
ation should be kept at the sane
amount; the burden was only to be
shifted from one shoulder to the other.
The Government had made a read-
justment; they had caused the oil
refiner and the brewer to bear an
additional share of the load, and the
burden had been equalized on tho
shoulders of the people. It was alleged
that we wanted a policy which would
benefit our agricultural interests. The
hon, member for Centre Wellington
(Mr. Orton) had contended that our
farmers were compelled to pay a tax
of one million annually to the people
of the United States on the wares
that we exported to them. It was
true that one country might be com-
pelled to pay tribute to another
after an expensive and bloody war,
as had recently been witnessed in the
case of Germany and France, but no
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power could peacefully do so. This stat e-
ment was consequently of no value.
A great deal had been said about the
benefit to be derived from imposing a
duty on American grain, but it was
evident that the American farmers
themselves derived no benofit from this
duty on our grain. The United States
exported 71,000,000 bushels of wbeat
annually. All the wheat we could
sell to the people of the United States,
either with or without a duty, wouid
not affect in any degree the price there.
Protection had been advocated in
flavour of the mining interest. Any one
looking at the geography ofour country
would see that, of all countries in the
world, we were most unfitted by nature
for a protective policy. Canada was
of immense length- length as it were
without breadth, and, if one part of it
were forced to trade with another
part, it could only be at a great dis-
advantage. Perhaps there was I
country in the world better fitted fOr
a protective policy than the Unite 1
States being comparatively square and
possessing within itself every variety
of climate, capable of producing almost
everything necessary to existence.
The settled portions of our country
formed but a narrow strip of territory
extending across the continent. It
would therefore be a great hardship if
our people were coipelled by law to
trade only with each other. Such a
state of things could only be tolerated
in case of war. Were we to put our-
sels es into a position which could only
be endured if war with the United
States had already been declared ? So
long as there was peace, so long as we
could do business profitably with our
neighbours, so long would it be our in-
terest to do so. A duty on eoal bad
been advocated in the interest of the
miners Of Nova Scotia, but it was
evident that its effeet would only be to
impose a tax upon a large portion of
the people of Ontario, without benefit-
ing at all the people of Nova Scotia.
Allusion had been made to the falling
off of the imports from the mother
country, and a good deal of feeling had
been manifested against the increased
trade with the United States; but, if a
duty were put on bituminous eoal, it
would affect the coal brought from
Great Britaini more than what was

Mr. FLEMINa.

brought from the United States. The
hon. member for Hamilton (Mr. Wood)
in introducing his amendnient, stiated
that he was not in favour of the posi-
tion taken by the Government, but
ceonsidered that the inîterests of the
country would be botter served by im-
posing additional duties upon such
goods and wares as inight be pr-
duced in Canada, thereby affording
increased protection, while securing
the additional revenue required. The
first question to be considered here
was: low could goods and wares
be nuhorded increased protection, and
at the same time an increased revenue
be derived from the importation ,
the same class of goods ? The gre:v
falling off in importations last year
was in the 17- per cent. list. It was
well known that, if they raised the
duty, inslead of gaining revenue they
would lose. The articles onl the ci

per cent. and five per cent. list'
forned the raw naterials, and anu
incrcased tax on them w'ould injure
manufacturers instead of benefitiing
them. They could not get increased
protection and additional revenue at
the same time. If additional duties
on goods and wares that we produced
did not bring the required incomne.
they would still have to fall back upoin
the tea duty; in fact, Protectionists, ae-
cording to their own theory, would be
obliged to put a duty on those article'
which we could not grow or manufar
ture ourselves, and tea vas one of
those. A, great deal of interest wa1
manifested now by the right hoi.
member for Kingston in the ianufail -
turing interest, but in 1873, when lhe
was in power, manufacturers were
coiplaininig just as they were doing
now, perhaps more se. le wou1d
read an extrat from the MILonetarp
Times of February 28, 1873:

" It is to be regretted that our wool
nanufacturers are Just now depressed a

in an unsatisfactory state. A god man
mnills are working'only lialf timlie, WnC
neans we believe fron 8 a.i. to 2 p.n

and a nunber are shut dovn aitogethe
The Ainonte Mills. whilch are aing
best managed and mnost exteusive lu Cwi-
ada, have adopted the éame course as t1w
rest. From both east and west of Toron1>
the sane story coies, so that the caue
which have br>ught this state of tlhirgs rc
not nerely local."

The Government of the day had a
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elorious opportunity then, but they had
dlIowed it to escape; and niow, when

they had not the opportunity, they com-
plained of the present Government for
not doing what they would not do when
they had the power. Allusion had fre-
quently been made to the people of the
Ùnited States in the conrse of the
debate. It was said that they were a
great people, and that we ouglit to fol-
iow their example. The United States
had prosperod in spite of protection,
and not because of protection. IL was
said that the -United States would not
bave followed that mode unless it was
bieneficial: but were the people of the
United States always right? It was
not very long ago since they had up-
lield slavery as being right. It would
not have been safe a few years ago in
Boston to have spoken against slavery.
The people of the United States were
liable to err. They had erred in the
past, and it might safely be a'irmed
that they might be in error now.
There were many influential men in
the United States who were proclaim-
ing free-trade doctrines, declaring that
if free trade were the policy of the
country it would be more prosperous
than at the present time. It might be
asked why it was that protection was
carried on to so great an extent in the
Uinited States. An American said in
speaking of it:

"Tariff Legislation in the United States
did fnot mean either revenue or protection
Iiistinctly, but it was the product of a com-
ination of selfish intereste. Salt had a few
otes; iron a few votes; leather had a few

grindstones a few; and so on, and they all
Comnbined together to set up a systemi of taxa-
ý,on of the nanv for the benefit of the few."

During the war it was found requisite
to impose heavy internai taxes; as a
<ounfterpart it was necessary to put on
high import duties in the interests of
the manufacturers, but, when the
internal taxes were lowered after the
war, the manufacturers did not allow
the import duties to be lowered, and,
lhey had succeeded in carrying their
point hitherto. Allusion had been
mfade tothe great increase in our trade
with the United States as compared
With Great Britain. The only thingwas that our people had taken advan-
tage of the depression in the United
States, and had purchased in thecheapest market. He did not think

42

that was a matter of regret. We
imported from Great Britain,when wo
could do so to advantage. In 1872,
when the Michigan Central Railway
Company were laying their road with
steel rails, they had to pay $97 per
ton, while the Canada Southern, a few
miles distant, purchased in England
at $70 per ton. This showed that
the people of this country bought
wherever they could buy to the
best advantage. Thus, when prices
fell in the United States, they
bought in the United States, instead
of in Great Britain. Reference
lad been made to a reciprocity of
tariffs, a war of tariffs, but it was
somewbat singular that no one had
proposed to make use of the same tarif
as the United States. It was always
the United States tariff in a modified
form. If it vas to be a war of tariffs,
we ought to have as powerful a weapon
as we could obtain. Being the weaker
nation, our tariff ought to be propor-
tionately higher than that of the
United States. We ought to make up
for our lack of weight by greater
momentum. The course taken by the
Opposition showed that this idea of a
war of tariffs could not be maintained.
Allusion had been made by the hon.
member for St. John (Mr. Palmer) to
the state of manufactures in this coun-
try. He stated that they were in a
very depressed condition. It had been
stated by another hon. member on
behalf of the manufacturers themselves
that they wero better protected this
year tlian last by at least8 per cent. If
they got along last year without any
additional protection, certainly there
was less reason for a change in the tariff
now than there was last year. He
thought it folly to be continually talk-
ing and mnaking ado about the people
of the United States. We had no
occasion either to go down on our knees
to themor to hold up a sword to threaten
them. We should simply shape our
policy with a view to our own interest.
He thought the policy in force at
the present time was just what was
suited to our circumestances. Allu-
sions had been made to other
nations abandoning a policy of freo
trade and adopting one of protection.
Attention had' been called to France,
but that was a country which had
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to bear the burden and cost of a
severe war. It had to tax itsolf
all it could bear in order to make up
the money required in consequence of
that war. There was no occasion for
us, in our circumetances, burdemng
ourselves in the same way. The hon.
member for Cumberland had made a
serious charge against the Finance
Minister with reference to the loan
effected last year in England. The
Finance Minister was denouneed
because ho had employed agents, and
the agents themselves were spoken of
in language which required explana-
tion. The hon. member for Cumber-
land spoke of them as " brokers " who
fixed a price for the loan in order
to put .a fortune in their pockets.
This seemed a very serious charge.
Were these agents, who were employed
by the late Government for years, men
who would act in this manner? -He
knew the Minister of Finance would
have bis attention drawn to this
matter. He thought it should not go
before the country and across the
Atlantic without being thoroughly ex-
plained. le had observed an article
in the Journal of Commerce in relation
to it, written apparently by one con-
versant with financial matters. The
vriter said:

" We have no hesitation in affirming that
Dr. Tupper wholly misconceives the position
of the financial agents. ist. Neither the
Finance Minister of Canada nor of any other
country, fbreign or colonial, could s~uccess-
fully place a loan on the London money
narket vithout the aid of a house of estab*
lished reputation. The termn 'broker' is
wholly inapplicable. 2nd. If Messrs. Barings
& Glynn were capable of acting in the
manner in which Dr. Tupper notonly thinks
they did act, but that they night with
honour and propriety act, then we should
say they would be wholly unworthy of the
confidence of the Canadian Government.
3rd. The quotations of the Mail and of Dr.
Tupper are wholly incorrect. We have
taken sone pains to verify those given by
Mr. Cartwright, and know them to be cor-
rect. The blinder on this ihead we can only
account for on the supposition that the cur-
rent senii-annual divideud, two per cent.,
was not deducted froi the quotations m
some price current."

Hie (Mir. Fleming) would not
occupy the time of the Ilouse longer.
He trusted ho had iade himself so
understood as not to be deemed incon-
sistent if he voted for the resolotion,

Mr. FLE3fING.

and against the amendments of the
hon. member for Hamilton and the
right hon. member fbr Kingston.

Mr. McCALLJM said he did not
desire to dotain theHouse further thanto
say a few words regarding the amend.
ment of the hon. member for Ham.
ilton (Mr. Wood). H1e 'vas surprised
and more over regretted that the hon.
gentleman had thought proper to sui.
mit that motion, which ho (Mr. Wood)
considered in the interest of the mantu-
factures of this country. le (Mr. Mc
Callum) doubted whether that large.
and, ho must say, respected class of the
population of the Dominion would
thank the hon. member for bis action,
and the arguments he u>ed in support
of his motion. They would see by
reading his speech that ho was nore
desirous to protect hon. gentlen:ie:
on the Treasury benches than to foster
the industries of the country. Thert
was no doubt but that they would
appreciate the able letter that he rcad
to the House to sustain his argument>
le (Mr. McCallum) understood fron
the letter that the writer was in favour
of a duty on malt. Tho hon. member
did not give the House the nane
the writer, although the GovernmeMt
knew that some people in the worm
were in favour of placing a duty on
malt. But the House did not know to
what country the writer belonged :
whether he was an American, a Rus
sian, an Esquimaux, a Hiindow
or a Turk. The hon. member did
not condescend to tell the House hii-
creed, calling, country or colour. 1:
was not by reading anonymous letters
that the hon. gentleman would obtaml
what he professed to require,-the
encouragement of the manufacturing
industry of Canada, and of lamilton
particularly. He thought those cm-

ployed in the agricuiltural as wel a
the manufacturing and mining interest
would say: " Save us from such a friCnd
and advocate." The hon. gentlemanl
further said that he was opposed to
duty on coal. The imports ofcoal int'
this country amounted to $3, 320,0
and the imports of tea to $3,480.7
Wh at was the difference between taxt
the coal that helped to prepare the tea,
and taxing the tea itself ? We prodced
the coal, and he wanted to Sce 0

industries fostered. No one woul
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undertake tosay we could grow tea. ]By
transferring the duty from tea to coal,
a great stimulus would be given to the
mining interest, and no hard ship would
be imposed on any clais. It appeared
that $19,077,064 worth of articles man-
ufactured in Canada were admitted
free. They came in contact with our
industries, and it would be a much
wiser policy to tax them than
to keep them on the free list.
Lie would not address the House either
in favour of free trade or protection,
as he knew they could not adopt either
as ho understood the question. We
must have a revenue to pay the
interest on our debt, expenses of
Government, and to make improve-
monts which were beneficial to the
country. The Opposition claimed
that the revenue should be collected
on articles imported that came in
competition with those manufac-
tured by our own people. And,
because they desired this from the
Government, they were told that
extrerne protection would be a curse
and free trade a blessing. But the
Opposition did not desire either
extrenie policy, as they thought it
was not applicable to the condition
or position of our people. What
they wanted vas fair trade with
our neighbours on the products
of the mine, field and forest,
which we did not possess at
Present. But hon. gentlemen on the
Government side said they were satis-
lied with the present state of affairs
between this country and the United
States; that was to say, thev were
satisfied with free trade on one side
and no corresponding benefit on the
other. They were satisfied to give the
Americans the benefit of our markets
free, or on payment of a small duty, to
compete with our own people in our
OWn markets, while the Americans
excluded Canadians from their markets
by a high tariff. The Government
and their supporters called this fair
trade and beneficial to this country.
The hlon. member for North Norfolk
(•r. CiarIlton) told the louse that
7% per cent, protection was sufficient

for the interests of the courtry, and
that the rnanufacturers were unreason-able in their demands. The hon. me:u-
ber said last Session:

421

"I believe that the interests of the nation
at large would be promoted by judicious
protection ; I believe that the agricultural
interests of the Dominion would be promoted
by protection, and that the manufacturer
being brouglit to the door of the farmer,
would afford a market for a great many ar-
ticles of produce that would not be saleable
if the market were three thousand mi.es
away. With a home market of*this kind esta-
blished by protection to manufacturers, tLe
agriculturalist can benefit hie soil by produc-
ing a rotation of crops. The purchasing power
of money is not a correct measure of the
purchasing power of.labour. A fariner
raises a bushel of ceorn which lie sells for
fifty cents in a foreign market, and with the
proceeds lie can buy three yards of cotton s
but supposing the manufactures are brought
to his door, and the better market which it
creates increases the price to 60 cents or 70
cents per bushel, and although import duties
are levied on cottons from Manchester so as
to add largely to its price, still lie niay be
enabled to buy four yards of cotton with his
bushel of corn instead of the three yards it
was able to purchase before, as the purchas-
ing power of his labour is increased."

The hon. member told the House that
the Opposition reminded him of the
joke of the tail wagging the dog. But, if
that was applicable to the Opposition
this year, the hon. gentleman was in
that position ; he was a small joint in
that tail, and he found out that the tail
could not wag the dog, therefore, he
was supporting the Government this
year, and the dog was wagging the
tai]. The hon. memiber further told
the House that this country was not
known in the United States forty miles
from the border. He wished to
know how the hon. gentleman got
here, and it was imposing too mucih
on the credulity of the louse by tlhe
hon. gentleman when he said we were
not known by a people with whom we
bought and sold so much as with the
United States. The hon. member told
the House the evil effects of protection
in the United States, and disastrous re-
suilts which had flowed from it, by quot-
ing an article from the Springfield Re-
pubUcan. showing that 100 acres of the
Savoy tarm, with fair buildings and
timber, valued at $100,000, recently
was bought for $1,200. He (Mr. Me-
Callum) was willing that that state-
ment should go to the country and let
the people judge whether that was a fair
question as to the effect of protection
in the United States. IIe thought
that the hon. gentleman, in his anxiety
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to serve the Government, had overshot
the mark when lie gave such a quota-
tion from the Springfield Republican.
The hon. membér for Norfolk told the
House further, that we must be
careful in arranging our tariff that we
did not offend the Americans, as they
would retaliate, and place a duty on
lumber. He was sick and tired of the
Government paying any attention
whatever as to the effect its policy would
have on the United States. If it pleased
the Americans and they thought
it beneficial to their own people, they
would place a duty on lumber; but that
could not effect this country very injur-
iously. Of our total exports amounting
to 820,337,469, the United States took
$4,94S,209, or not more than 25 per
cent. of the whole. Besides, lumber
was a product that could not be grown
every year, and the United States were
exhausting their forests rapidly, and
they would have to obtain our lumber
and pay a good price for it, whether
they iinposed a duty on it or not. His
opinion was that the time had corne
when we should have a policy for this
country, and his opinion was shared by
many hon. members and a large ma-
jority of the people of the Dominion;
and, further,that it should be aNational
Poliey that hon. gentlemen opposite
had spoken of with sneers during this
debate. He held that policy should be
moulded, adopted and carried out in
the interests of this country, whether
it pleased or displeased our neigh bours.
Further, that policy should secure
Canadian markets to Canadiana, and, as
far as possible, be framed in the inter-
ests of the mother country to which
we were bound by so many ties, and
to which we were under so many obli-
gations. Was the Government ready
to adopt such a policy, or had they got
a policy ? The non. member for Wel-
land (Mr. Thomson) said in addressing
his constituents that the Government
had a policy floating round some-
where, and gave it as his opinion that
they would find it andhe would have the
s stisfaction the next time he
a Idressed them to let them know that
the Government had found the policy
lie had spoken of. The Government
now lound the policy simmering in the
tea-pot. He held that for the last
three years the policy of the Govern-

Mr. MCCALLUM.

ment had been one of drifting hither
and thither to see how they could keep
themselves in power. But he did not
wish to do the hon. members an injus-
tice, nor did lie want to convey the
idea to the House that they were want-
ing in policies individually, although
they had not much policy collectively.
The hon. the Premier had a policy-a
steel rail, Georgian Bay Branch and
water-stretches policy, which had cost
the country a large expenditure, and
the end was not yet. The hon. gentle-
man had also the Esquimalt and
Nanaimo Railroad policy; but the
hon. the Minister of Justice and the
hon. the Minister of Interior did not
agree with that policy. To carry out that
policy the hon. the Premier sent a
missionary to British Columbia to con-
ciliate the people of that Province, but
whether that gentleman had authority
to act for theGovernment or not was not
yet known. It was known, however,
that it cost the country $6,000. Some
were so uncharitable as to say that he
was sent there as a political spy. But
the hon. the Premier carried that
policy through the House against the
opposition of' the present Minister of
Justice and Minister of Interior. But
it was defeated in the other louse.
Looking :across at the happy family
opposite, he would like to know how
they settled that question, whether
Mahomet went to the mount or the
mount went to Mahomet. The hon.
the Minister of Justice had a saving
policy, that thirteen Ministers were
more than were required by the country
when the whole business of the
United States was performed by seven
Departments. The hon. the Minister
also expressed his thankfulness that the
Act of Confederation had limited the
number in the Province of Ontario to
five. Although ho gave that policY to
the world, yet ho was found in Ontario
at the first opportunity violating the
Act of Confederation and making him-
self the sixth Minister of the CroWn.
He was also found in 1874 mak-
ing himself the fourteenth Miuister
of the Crown, although lie resigned
afterwards; and the hon. gentleman s
excuse was that he accepted offle
without a portfolio. His remfarks cOr-
demning that policy were on record.
lu a speech at Newtonville, in 1867,

The Tarif.(COMMONS.]



The Tarif. 661

the hon. the Minister of Justice.
said:

" If Premiers were allowed to infringe the
Constitution and appoint members of the
Executive Council ad ibitum they might
ereate any number of offices, appoint mem-
bers to them, and thus control the House by
placemen."

The hon. the Minister of Justice bad
spoken of him (Mr McCallum) on a
former occasion, not very kindly,
because he did not keep track of the
hon. gentleman's political ramblings.
It was hard to keep track of his changes
in joining and leaving a Government.
In fact the hon. gentleman was play-
ing that little game politically: " Now
you sec it; now you don't seo it." He
was the pea under the thimble. The
hon. the Minister of Justice had
another policy, and that was a dis-
turbing policy-Federation of the Em-
pire, and minority representation.
The hon. gentleman announced that
policy to the world in a great speech
at Aurora, where ho went up
like a rocket and came down like a
stick; and down with him went the
hopes and aspirations of the Canada
First party. The hon. Minister sat
shackled with the chains of office, hav-
ing given up all his former professions
on the questions to which ho had
referred. But the hon. gentleman h ad
another policy, and that was the Inde-
pendence of Parliament. The hon.
Minister when in Opposition stated
these views at Stratford on 10th Feb-
ruary, 1870, as follows:-

"I think that instead of relaxing the law
relating to the Independence of Parliament,
it slould be made more rigid. I think no
employment should be given to any inan in
Parliament. The hands of the people's
representatives should be free of any favours
from the Crown."

Those were the views of the hon. the
Ministerwhen ho was a leading member
of the Opposition, but the House
and the country would like to know if
those were his opinions still. It was
known ho had changed his opinions
11n many respects on other questions,
but he trusted not on that important one.
The hon. the Minister of the Interior
had a policy-a Senate policy. Hie
Must say he was not favourable to the
Policy of the hon. gentleman, but lie
Would like to know if the hon. gentle-
mnan had got cured by the aceptance

of office of his fit of midsummer mad-
ness. The hon. the Receiver-General
had also a policy-that of rest-and-be-
thankful. The hon. the Minister of
Finance bad a policy, which he announ-
ced to the House in 1874, and it was
calculated to do grcat damage to the
credit of this Dominion. That policy
was one of deficits, when ho undertook
to prove to the House there was a
deficit of three millions, in order to
injure a previous Government, and to
build himself up by injuring others.
But, thanks to the hon. member for
Cumberland, although he trained his
guns with a view to injure the Oppo-
sition, ho fell short of his aim, and
had to acknowledge afterwards that he
was mistaken. The hon. the Premier
formerly said :

" There were only two ways of carrvin ( on
a Government: one was by having a Cor-
ernment composed of mcn who were entirely
in harmony on all leading subjects, or by a
coalition of different parties who were de-
termined to carry on the administration of
affairs in any way they could manage, the
only possible way being to bribe a certain
number of constituencies. To procure good
Government, it is necessary that a Premier
should strictly select his colleagues frcm the
party whose principles he intends to carry
out. To bring into the Cabinet the member
of an opposing party is coalition."

He thought ho bad shown that the
hon. gentlemen had different opinions
on leading questions, and, as the hon.
the Premier had laid down the doctrine
that he could only carry on a Govern-
ment by bribing a certain number
of constituencies, he wished to know
in that case what was the amount
it took to bribe the constituen-
cies of South Bruce and Bothwell.
But ho did not suppose the hon. the
Premier would condescend to tell tlie
House. The hon. the Premier, in
speaking of Conservatives at IIamil-
ton, said they were Tories, and that a
Tory was a curious animal who would
be a Tory always; that if skinned he
would be a Tory, and that if the flesh
were removed he would be found. a
Tory at the bone. le would like to
know if the hon. gentleman had put
the hon. the Minister of Finance
through such a surgical operation. If
he had submitted him to such opera-
tion, what did ho fhid ? He did not
think the hon. the Premier would
give the House that information. The
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hon. the Minister of Finance said they
had nothing more to do with the
prosperity of this country than flies
had on a wheel. If they were flies on
the wheel they were blue-bottle
flies which destroyed the flavour of
everything they touched and turned it
into ruin and decay. He would vote
for the amendment of the hon. mem-
ber for Hamilton (Mr. Wood), a]-
though it did not take in all the
interests, but if this motion was
adopted, they could obtain protection
for other industries, and remove hon.
gentlemen from office. If this amend-
ment was defeated, lie would vote for
the amendment of the right hon.
mnember for Kingston.

Mr. METCALFE said, as the subject
of the late Canadian loan had been sev-
erai times referred to during the de-
bate, ie iniglit be allowcd to say that
he thought it not fair to give quota-
tions fron the London papers as to the
value or price that could be obtained
for debenttie.s. le knew by exper-
ience that sucih quotations were not
always to be relied on. Some time age
le had offered in London several
thousand pounds of Colonial deben-
tures, and, although they were quoted
in the London Times at fron 1134- to
114j, business done at 113ï to 113î,
his broker-one of the most respectable
in London-informed him that the
highest price he could realize was 109.
lie (Mr. Metcalfe) was rather surprised,
and asked him why sales were reported
at 1131 if 109 were all that could be
obtained. He replied that that these
securities were held by a few leading
capitalists, who manipulîted them al-
most as they pleased. le doubted if
real sales had been made. They most
likely sold one to another, se that the
price could be marked on the board of
the Stock Exchange. It appeared,
when the hon. the Minister of Finàince
went to London in November last,
that Canadian four per cents. were
quoted at from 93 to 94, but any one
who offered th.em £20,000 on the market
would have found it difficult to obtain
anything like that figure. In fact it
would be impossible to sell a large
amount without the aid and influence
of some of the leading capitalists. He
thought on the whole the hon. the Min-
ister of Finance negotiated the loan to

Mr. MCCALLU.

the best advantage. A good deal had
been said about tendersand the fact that
four or five times the amount offered
was applied for, was supposed te have
proved that a higher Drice could have
bon obtained. He begged to say that
he thought it proved nothing of the
kind. Hon. members would see that
it was to the interest of the firms who
had concluded to purchase a large
amount, if not the whole, of the two
and a half millions, to place them be-
fore the public in the most favourable
light. They knew that only two and
a half millions were to be sold.
Could they not, through their friends,
apply for ten millions, and thon have a
notice in the money article of the Times
headed: "Great Success of the Canadian
loan. Four times the amount offered
applied for; " with some further partie-
ulars showing them to be a good invest-
ment. About that time they would
probably find little notices in most of
the papers of influence in the provinces,
the object being to keep them before
the people, maintain tho price, and
induce parties to purchase. Would
any one corisider a profit of two or
three per cent. was too much for ail
the trouble and the use, for an indefinite
period, of such a large sum of money ?
He considered they were entitled to
every cent they made, and Canada lost
nothing by the transaction, as the full
value was obtained. le would say
that, without the aid and influence of
these great firms, the loan could not
have been floated. It was all very
well for parties to make nice calcula-
tions, and show what might, could,
would, or should have been donc, but
let them try it, and they would find
their objections, like many of the fine-
spun theories that were beard of now-
a-days, vanish before a practical
acquaintance with the subject; and le
had no doubt they would be wOll
satisfied that the hon. the Minister of
Finance had obtained a good price, and
would be ready to join in congratu-
lating him on the result of his negoti-
ations.

Mr. OLIVER said ho considered it
to be his duty to address the House, aIs
le represented one of the largest agr&-
cultural constituencies in the Province.
He joined with the hon. member for
North Brant in the regret that we had
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a deficit, and concurred with him in
the statement that he was prepared to
hear the announcement. as ho believed
the country was, and that he expected
the deficit to bc larger. The deficit had
4ccurred, and it became necessary to
adopt some method for the purpose of
raising a sufficient amount of money to
meet that. deficit. He agreed with the
hon. the Finance Minister that,of all the
last ten or twelve years, the present
year would be the most inopportune to
change the tariff. The merchants of
the country, or at all events those
nembers who represented mercharits,

stated that the business transactions of
the country were in a most deplorable
condition-that a great many of our
merchants were like Mahomet's coffin,
hanging between heaven and earth.
If the tariff had been changed this year,
it would, no doubt, have resulted in a
great many more fitilures than had
occurred. le held it was important
that the tariff should be as stationary
as possible, as, if it were changed from
year to year, it disarranged commercial
transactions and tended to destroy
confidence amongst commercial men.
There were four schemes before the
House for the purpose of remedying
the evil complained of-that of the
Finance Minister, that of the right lion.
rnember for Kingston, that of the hon.
iember for Hamilton, and that advo-
eated by several hon. members, especi-
ally the hon. member lor Cardwell, (Mr.
McCarthy) which was toreduce the ex-
penditure ofthe country. As practical
men, who desired that the interests of
the country should be promoted, it was
their duty, on the present occasion, to
adopt the most feasible and practical
scheme presented to the House. The
scheme of the hon. the Finance Minister
was that an additional duty of two cents
per pound should be placed on tea. Much
fauIt had been found with that pro-
posal, but, while it was always objec-
tionable to impose such a duty, yet,
when it was requisite to impose a
dIty on a necessary of life in order
that revenue might be raised, and
\vhen such duty was to be raised or
ilposed upon an article which was
not produced in the country, thon it
'vas desirable that as many poopie as
possible should be reached. By the
nUposition of a tea duty, the whole

people would contribute to the revenue
of the country, and this was
an argument in its favour. It
could not be maintained by hon.
gentlemen oppposite that, when the
proposed duty was Iovied, any
additional cost would fall on the
people. The profits of the retail
dealers miglit bc reduced, but con-
sumers would sti l receive their tea at
the present prices. The hon. the
Finance Minister had reduced the taxes
by $800,000 yearly, by the removal of
the duty upon coal oil. That article
was to-day selling frc on board in the
city of London, ut 12½c. per gallon,
while a very short time ago the price
ranged from 40 to 45c. By the
increased duty on tea, $250,000 ad-
ditional taxes would be raised, but,
when that sum was deducted from
$800,000, it left a clear balance in
favour of the people of half a million
dollars. It was also proposed to place
an additional duty upon malt, regard-
ing which item of the Government
scheme mach had been said during the
debate. It would bc imagined that
hon. members had great sympathy
with manuflicturers, rotailers and con-
sumers of beer ; but no one would
bolieve that, when a traveller entered
a hotel and asked for his glass of beer,
that he would have to pay anything
more than the present price. If there
was any article in the country which
ought to be more heavily taxed, it was
beer. It had been alleged by the hon.
member for Centre Wellington (Mr.
Orton) that the additional duty on malt
would increase the drinking habits
of the people, that it would lead
people to drink spirits instead of beer,
and that it would thus prove an injury
to the temperance movement. He
might point out to the hon. the Finance
Minister that, in consequonce of the
movement that was taking place with
respect to the temperance question, in
a very short time ho would have to
find some other commodity on which
to levy a duty, if he desired to obtain
a revenue, for, if the people continued
to adopt temperance principles as they
had during the past few weeks. the
consumption of beer and spirits would
almost cease in the Dominion. But Le
held that the trade of the brewer and
maltster was one which could bear
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a large amount of taxation. The Cen-
sus Returns for 1871 showed that the
brewers' interest on investments in
breweries amounted to $133,291;
wages paid for the year, $283,143;
raw material, $912,180; making a
total of $1,328,614, and the value of
the material produced was placed at
$2,141,229, or 62 per cent. upon the
investment. Any interest that could
return 62 per cent. upon the in-
vestment could well afford to pay
an additional duty of one cent per
pound upon the raw material. With
respect to the scheme submitted by the
Finance Minister, he held that it was the
most feasible, because it was the one
best adapted to the interests of
the country at the present time.
The louse had also before it the scheme
of the right bon. member for Kingston,
which was to protect or foster the
agricultural, mining and manufacturing
industries, and indeed to protect every-
thing in the country. The question
arose whether the manufacturing
industries required any protection. 'It
having been stated by the right hon.
gentleman that such was needed, the
House had a right to expect that he
would have been able to show that such
industries required protection. It had
been declared by some hon. members,
particularly by the member for St.John,
(Mr. Palmer) that those who were op-
posed to the protection of manufactur-
ing industries, should prove that those
industries were not suffering. That
was, however, taking a wrong position,
and the hon. member, who was the
leader of the bar in his Province, and a
lawycr of thirty years st anding, should
know that it was the duty of the advo-
cates of the manufacturers, and of the
manufacturers themselves, to make out
a case before they asked the louse to
undertake to provide a remedy. When
any important demand was made upon
the Governmentof the Dominion,a Com-
mission was appointed, and evidence
taken, and proof was laid before Par-
liament, before any legislative action
was taken. They had Commissions
on every conceivable subject in the
mother country, and last year twenty-
seven Commissions were sitting at the
same time investigating into grievances
complained of by the people.We had had
Commissions in Canada; among others,

Mr. OLIVER.

one on a demand made for the im-
provement of the canals, and the
Commission which was appointed by
the late Government presented to the
flouse a valuable report which proved
sufficient to cause the Government to
adopt the scheme proposed. A Com-
mittee, which was similar to a Com-
mission, was appointed to inquire
into the grievances complained of by
the manufacturers, and ample oppor-
tunity was offered every manufacturer
to prove to the Committee that he was
losing by the undertaking. Any one
who would read carefully the valuable
report of the Depression of Trade Coi-
mittee would fail to find in the whole
report a tittle of evidence that manu-
facturers were losing money by their
enterprise. A leading question sub-
mitted to each manufacturer who was
called as a witness was as to how
much money he lost or made on his
investment, and there was not a single
manufacturer who would answer the
question. Unless manufacturers were
able to come before Parliament and
prove to its satisfaction and to the
satisfaction of the people that they
were losing money by their enterprises,
it would be manifestly unfair to the
consuming people of this country
to increase, by protection, the price
of manufactured goods. We were
not called upon to prove that manu-
facturers were not suffering, but if we
were so called upon, it was only ncees-
sary to visit the manufacturing cities of
Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton, Lon-
don, and other places, and view the
surroundings of the manufacturers,
their mansions and carriages, to arrive
at the conclusion that they were not
suffering as was alleged. Again, WC
found that the export trade in malil-
factured goods was yearly increasiflg,
as appeared from the Trade and Navi-
gation Returns. Manufacturing was
always coupled with agricultural and
mining interests in the resolutionS
adopted by the Dominion Board of
Trade, until the last meeting, when
agricultural and mining interests were
lost sight of, and protection was asked
for manufactures alone. The hon.
member for Hamilton, during the past
Session, had desired to educate the pcO-
ple to believe that a duty placed on un-
ported cereals would benefit the farmcr.
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Mr. WOOD: I never said so.
Mr. OLIVER said such a statement

had been make by several hon. members,
if not by the hon. member for Hamil-
ton. Until such time as manu-
facturers were able to convince the
farming community that it was
to their interest to have protection,
the manufacturers themselves would
never have protection. It was not,
however, with the view of benefitting
agricultural interests that the right
hon. member for Kingston introduced
them so prominently in the amend-
ment he had submitted to the House. He
would mention to those who advocated
increased duties being placed on manu-
factured goods coming into the coun-
try that they were doing something
which might result in a short time to
their own injury. A feeling was aris-
ing between the rural districts and
manufacturing centres which might
prove injurious to the latter in the
future, and it was believed that those
nanufaturing centres desired to pur-

sue the same course adopted by the
Jnited States during the last ten years.

The hon. member for Centre Welling-
ton (Mr. Orton) had stated that
the imposition of a duty on
imported grain would be beneficial
to the firmer. le ventured to
assert, -without fear of contradiction,
and the statistics would prove the fact,
bat the imposition of a duty on wheat

and flour would not raise the price of
those articles. There were imported
into the British market last year,
4,780,000 bushels of wheat from British
North Ameriba ; from the United
States, 35,700,000 bushels ; from
Russia, 16,800,000 bushels, and from
other countries, 23,600,000, mak-
Ing a total of 82,880,000 bushel-k
It was not to be supposed that the
4,000,000 bushels sent from this ceoun-
try to Great Britain would influence
that market in any degree, nor that a
few million bushels imported into
Canada, which had always had a sur-
plus, would affect the price in this
country. Any one who entertained
such a belief had not studied the
question to any great extent. The
sane argument would refer to flour.
The Dominion exported 7,954,496
bushels of grain for the last six years,
and 3,410,234 bushels last year. The

exports of flour for the last six yeai&
was 372,638 barrels, and last year
174,624 barrels. The British market
received from Canada 157,949 barrels ;
from the United States 1,299,20a.
barrels, and from other countries
1,902,851 barrels, making a total of
3,360,000 barrels from Canada and
foreign countries. He held that the
importation of wheat into this coun-
try, free of duty, was a benefit, for
the millers were supplied with mate-
ial to grind at times when it was
impossible to obtain material in the
country itself. If the regular supply
was taken away from the large mills,
they would be compelled to reduce-
their operations to a considerable ex-
tent. It was well known that the large
mills situated on our leading railways
and canals, particularly on the Welland
Canal, imported wheat from the United
States. They also bought wheat in
every market in western Ontario,
in each of which they had an agent,.
and where those interests were placed
the farmers were more likely to obtain
the full value for their wheat. If the
country took away from the millers
the privilege of importing wheat free
of duty, they would have to eease
operations, and, as the agents would be
withdrawn from the local markets, the
consequence would be that a zreat
injury would be inflicted upon tho
agricultural classes. It had been said
that the millers should be allowed, if a
duty were placed on wheat, to bring
wheat into the country in bond. le-
understood that cattle shipped from
the Western States and manufactured
into cut meats in the Province of*
Quebec had to pay duty.

Mr. WOOD said hogs vere brouglit
in and shipped without paying duty.

Mr. OLIVER said he admittcd there
was a return of duty. It was no pro-
tection to farmers if wheat was allowed
to come in in bond and be manufac-
tured by millers, because, when the
price advanced in the local markets
to an excessive figure, grain would
be imported from Chicago and
the Western States. Coarse grains
had entered into the subjects
discissed. During the last six
years, our excess of exports over
imports vas 52,892,901 bushels of
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barloy, oats, peas, and beans,
and the oxcess last year was
14,625,167 bushels. He hold that it
was the correct view-that it was im-
possible for any one successfully to
-contradict-that, when we raised sur-
plus produce of any kind and sent it
to a foreign market, the imposition of
a duty upon similar articles coming
into this country would not increase
their price. As our exports of coarse
grains last year exceeded our imports
by 14,000,000 bushels, how could
the prices of barley, rye, peas, oats
and beans be affected by a duty in this
-ountry? He had calculated that the
price realized from coarse grains ex-
ported was from 1c. to 1c. per
pound. They all knew that a large
portion of the stock brought into this
country was imported by farmers in
Manitoba and British Columbia, and
that the only stock the other Provinces
imported was intended for the im-
provement of our stock. The effect of
placing an additional duty on stock
would simply be to take money out of
the pockets of the farmer, the greater
number being now settlers in Manitoba
and British Columbia; so that there
could be no object in the world for
taking such a course.

Mr. ORTON: Is any duty now im-
posed on animals imported for breeding
ýpurposos?

Mr. OLIVER said ho believed no
such duty was imposed. During the
last six years our imports of Indian
corn exceeded our exports by
13,423,798 bushels, and last year our
imports of this article had exceeded
our exports by 1,588,488 bushels, and
the price paid was something less than
one cent per pouîid, while we realized
from Ife. to 1¾c. per pound for
our coarse grains which went into
the United States. He asked any
gentleman in the House who had a
'theoretical or practical knowledge of
liirming, whether it was not a wise
,eourse to pursue to sell our coarse
grains at lie. per pound, and to
buy Indian corn for feeding purposes
at less than one cent per pound. This
was a money-making operation, and
ho would not consider any one a good
practical farmer, who held a different
opinion. It was held that the policy

-Mr. OLIVER.

proposed would be a good thing for
the countries lying along the shores of
Lake Erie. He didnot doubt that on
ordinary occasions this would be the
case, but he submitted that it would
be unjust to tax the whole of the Do-
minlion which consumed Indian corn
for the benefit of these two or three
counties. This was not all; he foind
in a paper published in Amherstburg
the following statement:-"During
the months of January and of Febru-
ary of the present year, 40,383 bushels
of corn, valued at $19,038, entered at
the Amherstburg Custom House, bave
been imported from the United States
for feeding purposes, in the townships
on the lino of the Southern Railway in
Essex and Kent." If a duty of ten
cents per bushel had been imposed on
corn, the farmers of Essex and Kenit
instead of paying $19,000, would have
to pay $28,000 or $24,000 for the corn
they had imported. The imposition of
such a duty would aiso materially in-
jure his section of the country, which
was largely interested in dairy opera-
tions. It would consequently, as corn
was used in this industry, add to the
expenses of the daily farmers. This
would also be the result in the county
of Wellington, which was a feeding
county. The farmers sold the'r barley
and pease at a high rate, a'd bought
their corn at 45c. or 50c. per bushel.
He was told that the lumbermen along
the Ottawa and its tributaries, and
along the Gatineau, also used corn te a
large extent, and hence such a duty
would also increase lumbermen's ex-
penses. The hon. member for Centre
Wellington (Mr. Orton) had referred
to the exports and imports of
wool. The excess of imports
over exports during the last six years
amounted to 15,I11,708 lb. and
last year to 714,067 lb. The
averago price we paid for Cape and
American wool was 20c. per
pound, and the average price we
realized was 35c. per pound. The
balance against us in pounds was
15,113,708, and in dollars, $242,406,
so that the wool rcmaining in the
country over and above the excess of
imports only cost us about twO cents
per pound. The American duty o
Canadian wool was from ten to twelve
cents per pound, and if wo adoptea a

(COMM1ONS.] The Tarif.



The Tarif. 667

similar policy it would incroase the
cost of our woollen manufactures.
The Canadian people need not be
afraid of American wool. As ho had
stated last year, so ho stated again:
Canadian wool was of a description
wbich would always make it valuable
in the United States for combing pur-
poses. The hon. momber for Halifax
(Mr. Jones) seemed to join with
the hon. member for Cardwell (Mr.
McCarthy) in denouncing the Weights
and Measures Act. Its repeal was
asked for by the former, in order to
Save $100,00. If this stop would do no
injury to the people, ho would agree
to it, but we had suffered too much
fron the want of such a measure to
dlesire its repeal, which was only
demanded in the centre of commerce
ail by the merchants of the country.
It was notorious that, for years and
years past, our farmers, when they
brought produce to market, always
suspected that they did not receive
proper weights. The Act remedied
this state of things, and it was the
only law on the Statute-book which
protected the farmer's interests. Its
repeal would bo opposed to the interests
of the people. le was not, however,surprised at the member for Cardwell
advocating its abolition, because the
lion. gentleman understood very
little about commercial transactions.
The Act, nevertheless, might be sim-
plified and its operation be iendered
Îess expensive. The fact was that
when the new standards were intro-
duced old standards were found inicor-
rect. le did not find fault with the
hon. member for Cumberland in having
placed this Act on the Statute book.
The hon. member for Cardwell dosired
to secure a reduction in the cost of
collecting Customs and the Inland
R11evenue, and of managing the Poqt
OfficeDepartment; but theexpenditure
in these would continue to increase.
TheseDepartments could not be carried
en for the same amount that they cost
ten years ago. Our vast extent of
country was developing more and
More year after year New com-
moIfnities were forming in every con-
cei'vable direction, and the collection
'f Customs and of Inland Revenue
mIust constantly be extended. The
hon. member for Cardwell recom-

mended the abolition of the Militia
system, on the ground of ineffi-
ciency, but, though the hon. gentleman
was a first-class lawyer, on this sub-
ject lie preferred the authority of the
Major-General, who reported having
inspocted the infantry corps and bat-
teries of artillery-amongst the fbrmer
four very fine battalions in Montroal,
the Prince of Wales Rifles, the Victoria
Rifles, the 5th Royal Fusileors, and the
6th Fusileers, which came up to the
highest standard that could be expected
from corps such a very short time
under arms. The Major-General also
reported having inspected the 19th
Battalion, at St. Catharine'si, the Gover-
nor-General's Foot Guards at Ottawa,,
and the Stadacona Rifles at Quebec,
all of which were in a very satisfactory
condition. In 1866, during the raids
made on Canada, the militia had ren-
dered good service,and it was as efficient
now as then. And if, as the hon. nem-
ber for Kingston had intimated, war
broke out in the East, and England were
involved in a great struggle, and if
raids were thon made on Canada, where
would be our repelling force if the
advico of the hon. member for Cardwell
was taken ? Tho hon. member for North
Ontario (Mr.Gibbs)had invited the Gov-
ernmont on three or four occasions to
appeal to the country. The hon. gen-
tleman was elated on account of his
election, but, if the history of North
Ontario was examined, it would be
found that at every election in it dur-
ing the past ton or twelve years a
Reformer or Conservative had been
alternately returned. At the next elec-
tion, if truc to its record, North Ontario
would send a Reformer to the House.
The hon. gentlemen also wailed over
the bankruptcy of the country. In
fact the hn. gentleman's speech had
been one of the best ever delivored in
the House with a tendency to encour-
age emigration to the United States,
and lie had. ever since, ekpocted to
sec it published in the Amorican
papers. Possibly the hon. gentle-
man might be roquestel by President
Hayes to make a tour as immigra-
tion agent to Europe. The hon.
member for Ilalifax (Mr. Jones) was
a Free-trador with regard to every
single question, the sugar interest
excepted.
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Mr. JONES (lHalifax): I am a Free-
trader in that r spect too.

Mr. OLIVER said the hon. member
wished to build up a refinery in Halifax,
to give employment to a few vessels and
a few hundred people. The hon. mem-
ber for South Ontario (Mr. Gibbs) also
wished sugar to be protected. Canada
consumed over 100,000,000 lbs. of
sugar per annum, and protection meant
the extraction out of the people's pock-
ets of one million dollars per year.
The hon. member for South Ontario
was very anxious to build up a
few merchants in Montreal who
would sell tea 10 per cent. higher than
it could bo bought for now. The
imposition of a duty on American tea
meant an increase of 10 per cent. in
price, or $422,000 that would have to
came out of the pockets of the people
in a year. The hon. gentleman also
desired to sec the navigation of the St.
Lawrence used for the direct irnporta-
tion of tea. It would only take two
good-sized vessels to carry the quantity
of tea imported into Canada, and the
effect would be to keep one or two
Montreal merchants from going to
New York to make their purchases and
to impose a tax of $422,000 on the
people. The hon. member for Kings-
ton bad stated that he was in favour
of log-rolling-a system which had
been in vogue An the United States for
ten years-wbere combinations were
formed to raise the prices of poducts
that the rings desired. The hon. gen-
tleman desired to sec the manufacturer
on one end ofthe log and the merchant
at the other. and the farmer sandwiched
in the middle having his substance
squeezed out and absorbed by those at
the ends. Where was the boasted
solicitude for the farmers' interests
that the bon. member spoke about at
th% pic-nies last summer ? The bon.
member had abandoned the miners and
the farmers and adopted the resolution
introduced by his hon. friend from
Hamilton (Mr. Wood). If it was a
fact that that motion was the most
selfish one ever made, and the hon.
member for Hamilton was the most
selfish man in the House, it was equally
selfish for the bon. gentleman (Sir
John A. Macdonald) to favour its adop-
tion. Where was the pr-ection
for the farmer if that resolution

Mr. OLIVER.

were carried? It was the old
story of putting the agriculturist
in place of the cat's paw to pull the
chestnuts out of the fire. He thouglit
the people ought to know, at any rate
the farming community should, that
it was impossible for the House to,
legislate in this direction without in-
creasing the price to the consumirg
population. We manufactured goods
worth $220,000,000 and imported
$50,000,000 more. Suppose five per
cent. was put on the imported goods,
it did not mean that they alone would b(
raised that amount, but that the whole
of the manufactured goods consumed
here would advance five per cent. The
hon. member for Monck (Mr McCallum)
had argued in favour of a duty on coal ;
very likely some of that hon. gentle-
man's constituents were interested in
cord-wood, and such a duty would ad-
fance their interests to a considerable
extent. A duty of fifty cents on coal
would add $400,030 to the expenses of
the people. The increase from the taxes
proposed might thn be put as follows: -
Five per cent. on manufactures,
$13,500,000; coal, 400,000; sugar,
$1,000,000 ; tea, $400,000 ; wool,
$35,000; Indian corn, $ 160,000, making
altogether $15,495,000, without any

enefit to the people. Bosides, if we
manufactured all the goods consumed
here, a revenue of $13,000,000 would
be done away with, which would have
to bu procured from some source
or other. This amount would have to
be raised by direct taxation, so that
we must add to what would have to be
paid by direct taxation the increased
price on the goods. If we werc bound
to manufacture all the goods consumed
here, what was the use of the public
works ? If we were to become a
Protectionist country pure and simple,
railway, canal, and river improve-
ments should cease altogether, as the
people should not be taxed for opening
up facilities for the importation of the
products of other countries. We were
a democratic people, and we did not
want to become anything else but a
democratie nation. If we wanted a
system which would raise up an aris-
tocracy at the expense of the people,
then it was desirable that protection
should be adopted. But, if we desired
the who!esome systen of selling in the
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dearest and buying in the cheapest
markets, we wanted as little protection
as possible.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he had been
characterized by some hon. members
as being the representative of the
brewers. Ho wished distinctly to state
that ho was not, nor had been for nine
or ton years connected with any
brewery or distillery. The House
might take it for granted that he was
urepared to substantiate any statement
no made. In comparing the duty on
malt in Canada with that in England,
he found that there 36 lb.was taxed 63c.,
while bore the duty amounted to
72e. In Scotland and Ireland the
liiy on 36 lbs. amounted to 50c.

Wo had always prided ourselves on
easy taxation, which, it was claimed,
attracted the people from the old
countries, but it appeared from those
figures that Englard, Ireland and Scot-
land were a little in advance of Canada.
Then take the United States. The
duty was not put on malt in that
country, but the beer was taxed. A
barrel of 30 gallons carried a duly of
$1. Calculating 3 lb. of malt to the
gallon of beer, in Canada the duty for
the same quantity would be $1.80.
The hon. member for Hamilton read a
leter the other night which stated
that the retailer of beer made $25 on a
J0 gallon barre.

Mr. WOOD: The statement was
that a barrel of beer cost the retailer
87.50 and ho obtained $25 for it, and
that made the difference.

1r. LOCII ESTER: Well, thatwould
give a clear profit of $17.50 on every
Lrrel of beer sold.

Mr. W OOD : I am prepared to prove
it, too.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he proposed
to show to the House that that state-
muent was utterly incorrect. There were
twelve tumblers in a gallon of beer,
which was usually soid at 5 c. per
glass. Every one who knew anything
ot boe would be aware that it frothed
and foamed up a groal deal, and that
there was consequently a loss. The
price, therefore, might be averaged at
4e. per glass, which would make 48c.
On the gallon, or $14.40 for the barre].

Mr. WOOD: How many gallons to
the barrel ?

Mr. ROCHESTER: Thirty.
Mr. WOOD: My calculation was

based on 32 gallons.

Mr. IROCHESTER said 30 gallons
to the barrel was the usual thing. The
retailer paid $7.50 per barrel, which
would give $6.90 profit, instead of$17.50
as stated by the hon. member for Ham-
ilton. le thought the hon. gentleman
ought to put the letter on the table of
the House. The intention of the writer
was to show that the duty on malt was
justifiable. He had done so by misre-
presenting the facts, and it was only
just that his name should be given.
But ho (Mr. Rochester) had an idea of
the source from whence the letter
emanated. He would apply a similar
calculation of the profit to the retailer
to whiskey. In a gallon of whiskey
there were 64 glasses, which at 5
cents came to $3.20. The cost of a
30 gallon barrel was $30.60. It sold at
$97.8o, leaving a profit to the retailer
of $67.20. He thought that not only
lovers of temperance but all in the
communiity would agree with him that
beer was a much more harmless bev-
orage than whiskey, and that it was
the duty of the Governnent, if cither
was fOstered, to foster the manufacture
of beer rather than that of whiskev.
Fron the returns of the last two years,
ho found that in 1875 the amoutnt of
spirits manufactured was valued at
$2,977.221.04, and in 1876 it was
$3,099,893, an inrerase of 8122,671.96.
lu 1875 the value of boverages made
of articles other than malt was
$26,976.56, and in 1876, $14,188.28,.a de-
crease of $15,788.28. In 1875, the value
of the malt liquors was $351,385.82, and
in 1876 it was $327,709.47, making a
decrease of $23,676.35 in two years.
These figures must show concluaively
that there was an increase in the drink-
ing of whiskey, but a decrease in the
consumption of beer. This was a state
of things which ho did not think the
Finance Minister ought to encourage.
Re turning to the duty on beer and malt
in the United States, ho would say that
every brewer made his malt and brewed
his beer and thon stowed it away in
bonded vaults; and it remained there
until ho wanted to take it out, ho merely
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paying a duty on what ho sold. But
beer was a perishable article, and in
some years brewers lost thousamds of
gallons of beer. The ditference between
the Canadian and American brewers
was that the Canadian must pay the
duty on his malt before ho used it, and
in the event of any of his boer souring
ho not only lost the value of the
article but he also lost the amount of
duty ho had paid on the malt thus
wasted, while the American brewer
only paid the duty on what ho actually
sold, the duty being paid by putting
stamps on each cask as ho took it out
of the bonded vaults for sale. Should
any quantity of this beer turn sour
before it was disposed of, the brewer
lost the price of the article, but had no
duty to pay on what he lost in this way.
Our Excise duty of $1.80 a barrel ena-
bled the American brewer, with ol v
$1 a barrel to pay, to sel for le-s
than the Canadian brewer. Althoug b
the Government had bonded ware-
houses, yet many brewers paid for the
malt just as it came off the kilns, in
muany instances five, six or twelve
months before they used it. But all
this was not enough, but the Govern-
ment had to make it more burdensone
for the Canadian manufacturer by doub-
ling the duty on malt. ie believed it
would be found, as it had been found
in countries where the duties were
made oppressive, that the law would
be evaded whenever there was an
opportunity. Even were the revenue
force multiplied four-fold, it would not
be sufficient to look after the brewers
in the Dominion. The law would actu-
ally drive honest men into being dis-
honest mon with such an exorbitant
duty. Many brewers would use other
articles than malt. The hon. member for
North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) said the
f»armers did not want protection. Thore
was great diversity of opinion. Those
members representing constituencies in
which ;there were distilleries wanted
cheap barley, and those representing
constituencies in which there were corn
starch fictories wanted cheap corn.
But it shouid not bc particular
localities which should bc considered,
but the good of the whole country.
Under the present arrangement, Cana-
dian farmers were deprived to a large
extent of a home market, and could

Mr. ROCIIESTER.

not avail themselves of the Anericanz
market for a proteetive duty of 15c.
por bushel. lie hioped that the
Finance Minister would, before this
matter was settled, place farmers and
brewers on a fairer footinig as regarded
barley and malt. In fact he had heari
from one of a deputation who waited
upon the Finance Ministcr that some
change was contemplated. lie woull
next reply to some observations made
by ih hon. member for North Nor-
folk (Mr. Charlton) r-especting the
lumuber trade. The hon. member said
that ib> r millions of people living alon g-
side of forty millions ot' people ought to
be very cautions and quiet as to what
they said and did, and ought to bc very
careful not to offend ouir Americai
cousins. That lion. gentleman, le
believed, was born in the United States,
and he night inforim the louse that le
(Mr'. Roclhester) was also. There wa,
no menmber of the House who lad a
bigher opinion of the Amerieans than
ho had ; he believed thore was no
people their superior, but Canadians
should not bc afraid to defend thleir
own interests, nor should they bow
down to any one. An American mer.
chant looked after lis business closely.
He bought in the cl -apest market aid
sold in the dearest, quite irrespective
of' any policy of retaliation or any*
sentiments held by the people witl
whom lie dealt lie (Mr. Rochester)
would read an extraet froin a letter
written to one of the cty papers on the
luniber interest of the Ottawa. AI-
though the writer lad not subscribed
his niame to the letter, there were ex-
cellent reasons for believing that le
was an Americarn. The extract W
as follows: -

"The five Ottawa Valley cunstituencies,
whose conuinercial weli-beincg depends solelv
upon the prosperity of the lnuaber trade,
viz :-Ottawa City; and Carletolu, North
Renfrew, Pontiac and Ottawa counties are
looking with great interest to see what action
their representatives in Parlianient will take
to ' protect' the in, lustry in whose welfare
they have so large a stake. The people ot
these con-tituencies very weil know tliat
instead of being protected at the present
tine this industry is taxed about len 1 er
cent. on the vaiue of the manufactured pro-
ducts, and yet the trade has not only
abstained fromt any clamours for protection,>
in the way of free entry for ail articles whicl
rank as supplies, but has not as yet asked

The Talriff.(COMNIONS.]



The Tarifl. 671

for anv relief from the burdensone tax laid
upon ~it, which cannot be raid to be simply
an item in the cost of raw material; for
inddendent of this tax the trade has to pay
all e charges incurred by the lumber manu-
jacturers of the United States, with whom
those in Canada bave to compete, upon most
untavorable terms. They very well know that
a single Act of the Congress of the United
States could absolute ly ruin the lumber trade
of the Ottawa Valley, they know that the
protection properly so called, while it would
do the trade much harm, could do it io
possible good for the reason that its market
isîpurely a foreign one, and they consider it an
unfortunate coincidence that while the
Canadian Parliainent is talking retaliatory
luties, a motion is discussed in the House of
Representatives of the United States asking
the appointment of a Joint Commission to
consider upon what mutually advantageous
terms reciprocal trade relations could be
established between the two countries."

The American was a nan of busi-
ness, and was alive to anything which
would advance his own interests. The
Finance Minister said we ought not to
have protection, but he (Mr. Rochester)
was strongly of the opinion that our
industries and agricultural prod uctions
ought to be protected. le did not
niean to say that there ought to be a
duty on everything ; for instance, such
articles as we did not manufacture
ourselves ; but there were many in-
terests which were suffering, owing to
the unfair competition with the United
States. He was very much inclined
to think that our Customs Department,
likce our Excise Department, required
a good deal of reform. Every person
knew that the larger the scale on
which any article was manufactured
the cheaper it could be produced. It
vas quite a common thing for manu-
facturers in the United States to make
a speciality of particular branches of
industry, and use machinery which
they ad41eed to great perfection for
every branch. The resuit was that
thev could manufacture sorne goods by
the aid of this machinery fifty or one
hundred per cent. cheaper than could
he done otherwise. Canadian indus-
tries would never be prosperous until
our inanufacturers and agriculturalists
Were protected. Then our manufac-
turers would be able to supply therm-
selves with such plant as would enable
therm to successfully compete with the
Americaj manufacture,.

Mr. MASSON said lie did not in.

tend to enter into the details of the
tariff which had been proposod by
the hon. the Minister of Finance.
The question had been ventilated by
persons who had peculiar training,
and were more in a position than him-
self to discuss it. He rose to place
himself, as a member of the Conserv-
ative party, right before the House
and the country on the question of
protection. Perhaps the greatest
accusation made against that party
was that uttered by the lion. the
Minister of Public Works two or three
nights ago, when ho told bis right hon.
friend from Kingston that he was-
actuated by party motives, and that
the position he took to-day was
inconsistent with the position ho had
taken in the past. Ho (Mr. Masson)
would readily admit that, if they were,
not sincere, it would be most impolitic-
on their part, under the present
circumstances, to pretend to havç-
principles vhich they would not be
ready to put into execution if the
fortune of polities should require his
hon. friend (Sir John A. Macdonald)
te change sides and take the place
occupied to-day by the hon. the
Minister of Public Works.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) : No risk.
Mr. MASSON said they bad instances

of men brought to the head of public
affairs in Canada being obliged to set
aside the professions they made so
strongly when they were on the left of
the Speaker. They had this example
before them, and, as a politic act, the
members of the present Opposition
should try to avoid the difficulty in
which hon. gentlemen on the other side
found themselves to-day. No Opposi-
tion was worthy of the name of the
Loyal Opposition of Her Majesty if
they advocated principles when on the
left of the Speaker which they would
not be ready to put into xecution when
they were on the Treasury benches,
and had the advantage of being the
advisers of the Crown in this country.
He (Mr. Masson) had always been
sincere on this question. From the
very first moment when ho entered
publie life to the present, he had been
sincere on the principle of protection
He had advocated it on the Goverr-
ment side of the House as well as in

W.lays and -Means. [Mancni 13, 1877.]



à72 Ways and Mean.

Opposition. In 1874, when the present
Government did not dare to put a policy
before the people, and candidates had
to frame a policy, not knowing what
the Government would do, ho went
before his constituents and in other
parts of the country, and stated that
there were certain questions on which
lie would support the Government if
they adopted thom, and one of those
-was protection. He said at that time
that if the Government would come
fairly and boldly forward with a
protectionist policy, they would find
him support thern in those circum-
stances. In that, as in many other
things, ho had been disappointed, as
the people from Lower Canada-
Liberals as well as Conservatives-
had been disappointed. He had always
believed that the proper policy was
that which was given to the country
by his right hon. friend the member
for Kingston in 1872, when ho vas on
the other side of the House, when he
was propounding to this country the
policy of the Conservative Party-not
a policy of circumstance or of party,
but one for the good of the country.
That policy he Lad supported on the
Government side of the House and
naintained here to-day, and he did not

believe the right hon. inembor for
Kingston would repudiate his princi-
pies of the past. If ho did, he would
not find him (Mr. Masson) one of his
followers. lis hon. friend (Sir John
A. Macdonald), after stating that the
policy in England had beeri a freo-trade
policy, continued a speech in Toronto
Contre, in 1872, in these words:-

" We did not, however, find other nation w
following the advice she (England) so free]y
-offered. They thought, as the present
Goverinient of Canada thought, that in the
adjustment of their burdens, it would be
well to put duties upon imported goods and so
to frane their tariff that the duties would
fill upon articles that could be profitably
mnanufactured in the country. By adjusting
the duties in this wav the Government hoped
that it would protect and build up in
Canada manufactures like those that
had been generated under a similar system
of protection in the United States and long i
ago in England."

These were the principles enunciatod t
by his right hon. friend. These were t
the principles which were adopted by t
the great part of the people of this a
country, and ho durst say they were

Mr. MAssox.

thon the almost unanimous views of the
people of Lower Canada.

Mr. GOUDGE: When were thev
given?

Mr. MASSON: In 1S72.
Mr. GOUDGE: That was the begin.

ning ofthe policy.
Mr. MASSON said it was not the

beginning of his policy. He had held
those views ever since he had been in
public life. His name had been con-
nected three or four times with the
debate on the question of the National
Policy. Two or three hon. members
of the House had taken the trouble to
read the names of those who voted
against the National Policy which
was brought forward by the right hon.
inember for Kingston (Sir John A.
Macdonald), supported by the hon.
member for Cumberland (Mir. Tupper).
It would be remembered that one of
the principal features of that policy
was the protection of the coal trade of
Nova Scotia and of the agricultural pro-
duce of Ontario. The policy which he
advocated at that time was that they
should protect those industries which
could be fostered in our own country.
He then asked if the poliey propounded
was fair; if the Province of Quebec
produced coal or wheat in sufficient
quantity? And his answer was plain-
that they could not accept the National
Policy propounded by his right hon.
friend as a partial policy. They
rnight have accepted it as part of a
general policy of protection. If bis
right hon. friend had come forward
and had said this was part of a great
policy which was to be placed imme-
diately before the country, they
might have adopted it; but he could
not subre it to a sort of see-ssw policy
over the shoulders of the 14ovince of
Quebec, which was not to be benefitted
at all. But, if, not content with pro-
tecting the coal of Nova Scotia or the
agricultural produce of Ontario, they
had come down with a broad question
of protection, he would have supportd
t, and he was ready to do s0 now.
le vas not ready to consider either
he coal duties or the wheat duties on
hoir own merits alone,but ho was ready
o consider thom all together as part of

broad, substantial, comprehenive
olicy for the benefit of the whole com-
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manity, and of the Province from
which he h ailed. Theymight saythey
would not be sectional, but they were
bound to consider here the interests of
al the Provinces,one as well as another;
and, coming fron the Province of Que-
bec, though he con.sidered himself as
iuch a representative of Ontario as

Queboc, still he was bound to see that
the interests of the latter Province were
not cast aside in the interest of other
Provinces. They had been consistent,
put he would asi if hon. gentlemen
opposite had been consistent? He
would ask the Liberal party from the
Province of Quebec if they had been
consistent? When he vas fightingand
combatting for protection, lie gave his
support to the Liberal party of Quebec
in order to obtain protection for this
country. Last year, when lie said the
Liberal party of Quebec were abandon-
ng the principles which had charac-

terized their policy up to that time, he
was told he was mistaken. The Liberal
press of Quebec said they never had ad-
vocated Protectionist principles ; but,
no sooner had they spoken. than was
ieard the voice cf the leader of the
Liberal party in Quebec, an honest and
honourable man who did not stoop to
party when principle was at stake, Mr.
Joly, who, in answer to the taunts
which he (Mr. Masson) threw out that
they had abandoned their policy, wrote
a letter to his hon. friend from Centre
Wellington (Mr. Orton), and said he
(Mir. Masson) was unjust in saying
thiat he had abandoned the principles
which had been his his life-long princi-
pies. He would read the letter to the
house. The Gentleman lie was speak-
ilnr of w-as one whose testimony the
Government could not contest because
they had asked him to enter their own
Administration. Mr. Joly wrote:-

" QUEBEC, 24th March, 1876.
G. T. ORTON, M. P.,

"Chairman Agricultural Commnittee.
"My DEAR DOcTOR,-I only received to-

a printed form of questions froi your
COonmittee in the labours of which I take a
'dep interest, and hasten to send you my
aiswers. I an afraid they are' rather
lengthy, but I must acknowledge that I feel
soile satisfaction in being allowed to give
"7 Views on the subject, however little
weight they may carry. It is a sort of pro-
tcst against the accusation of inconsistencv
W:uch has been brought against me durincis session of the House of Comumons, anl
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in the Press, for having given up the main
p lank of the platforin of our Parti National.

e claimed, above all things, a National
Commercial Policy. My friends have been
twitted with having given it up, and I was
brought in as the leader of the Parti Nation-
al; but I have not given it up. If I remember
correctly, you helped me in 1873 to obtain
the exemption of duty for the Beet Root
Sugar manufacture, and I hope you will
approve my views on the subject.

"I remain, mv dear Doctor,
Yours sincerely,

H. S. JOLY."

These were the words of the leader of
the Liberal Party of the Province of
Quebec. He would probably be asked
why the Conservative Party, in the
Session of 1873, only one Session after
the declaration made by his right hon.
friend from Kingston, did not bring in
a protectionist policy. He thought
any fair-minded man would sec that
the circumstances to-day were not the
circumstances then. The Government
then did not come to ask the House to
fill up a deficit. The hon. the Minister
of the Interior knew well that, at that
time, there were no deficits, but sur-
pluses. lie knew well that the Gov-
ernment of the member for Kingston
instead of increasing the burdens on
the shoulders of the people was obliged
to reduce those burdens, was obliged
to give up the tax on tea, as we had
more money than we required, so that
there was no iecessity for bringing in
a tariff, as the hon gentleman had donc
to-day, unless on the pure Protectionist
principle. He contended that the
country did not require it then as it
did now. In 1872, a Committee was
appointed to examine into the condition
of the manufactures of the country.
This committee went through its work
in the most elaborate way, and made an
elaborate report. Did they say that
the markets of Canada were slaughtered
by American goods, or that the manu-
factures of this country were in a de-
pressed condition as it was admitted by
the Minister of Finance they were to-
day ? No; they said the manufacturing
interest of this country was not in an
unsatisfactory condition. It was easily
understood that he (Mr. Masson) would
have preferred that the Government
should then have brought in a protec-
tionist tariff, but his right hon. friend
did not at that time se@ the necessity
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of it; but the necessity was felt to-day.
He could give better evidence of that,
he could give the opinion of the real
leader of the Liberal party from the
Province of Quebee, the one who
should occupy that position in this
louse, the hon. member for Drum-

mond and Arthabaska (Mr. Laurier).
Hé said in bis speech last year that
the real depression of our indus3tries
only dated from 18 months before, con-
sequently, if, according to the hon.
member for Drummond and Arthabas-
ka, the industries of the country were
not in a depressed condition in 1873,
what reason had they to accuse his hon.
friend from Kingston for not bringing
in a protectionist policy to save our
manufacturers from a depressed state
in which they were not ? le had
been greatly surprised at the position
taken by the Government in the pros-
cnt circumstances, and he thouglt
every member of this House hac been
surprised. It would be remembered
that, when making bis ministerial ex-
planations a few weeks ago, the hon.
the Minister of Public Works (Mr.
Mackenzie) made use of these words :
"Upon that," that was the refusal of
Mr. Pelletier to take a seat in the Cab-
inet, "he had the pleasure of offering
the position with a seat in the Senate,
to Mr. Joly ; but he, while entirely
Concurring in the policy of the Ad-
ministration on public matters, felt
indisposed to accede to the request
upon personal reasons which, however,
involved no matter of policy in which
either the Administration or the House
was concerned."

He must say he was disappointed at
that statement. He knew Mr. Joly,
and he knew that, having written that
letter to Mr. Orton, ho must, in the
most extraordinary way, have altered
his opinions all at once, if he could be
induced to give to the Prime Minister
personal reasons as an excuse for not
entering the Administration as consti-
tuted, and, at the same time, to state
that there was no question of policy
which divided them. He (Mr. Masson)
had then thought, and, in fact, had said
to some of bis friends: " The Govern-
ment are sure to bring down a
protection policy," because it w-as
evident that Mr. Joly must have
inquired with reference to the

Mr. MA8SoN.

question of protection, on which ho was
so strong; and the Government must
have advised him that they were not
determined to maintain their free-trado
policy. How could they explain that
Mr. Joly, an out-and-out Protectionist,.
could have had no reason of policy
for not entering the Government.
composed as it was, when it had
determined to continue its free-
trade policy ? He left that to
be settled between Mr. Joly and
the Administration. H1e had full coni-
dence in Mr. Joly on that point, and
lie was sure that he would not have
stated that there were only personal
grounds if the question of frce trade
had been explained to him; but that
was not all. No one would deny that
there was a general expectation in this
country, in the Province of Quebee at
least, that, if an inerease of taxation
was required, it would take place on
such articles as we produced ourselve,.
In discussing that question, he was met
with the argument: "You would
increase the taxation of the country ; if
the Governiment wanted more monev.
they could increase the 17i per cent.
list; but, when they do not require
more money, there is no reason te
incroase the taxation of the country.
le was led to expect that, if any
increase was required, bis Libe'a
friends fron the Province of Qiebeu
would say: " You shall increase if
necessary in accord with ou prin-
ciples, that is, on articles we a
produce, not on those we cannot pro-
duce, which gives no compensaition
for the taxation on the shoulders
of the people." He thought the hon.
the Minister of Public Works hinisclh
was rather responsible for that erron-
eous opinion which he (Mr. Massen)
had formed. He. who had taunted his
right hon. friend the inember foI
Kingston with inconsistency in making
use of this as a party question, should
have looked at his own record before
doing so. -He should remember that
when he was in a free-trade couItry lie
made free-trade speeches. When he
was in a protectionist country, he mnade
protectionist speeches, and, when ho
was in a prohibitionary Country, like
Hamilton, he made prohibitinaîry

-speeches. In England, in order t-
flatter the people there, he said it was
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the duty of the Government to so
arrange the fiscal policy as to en-
courage trade between this country
and England. This was a free-trade
assertion before a free-trade meet-
ing.- When the hon. gentleman
-who knew how to suit bis
speeches to his requirements-came to
Sarnia, which was a rather pro-
tectionist section, he talked incidental
protection, which one of the hon. gen-
tleman's own followers called an ab-
surdity. The hon. gentleman then
adopted the principle laid down by
the right hon. member for Kingston,
holding that if duties must be levied,
they must be so imposed as to encour-
age our manufactures. When the hon.
gentleman came to Montreal, where
the protectionist feeling was still
stronger, ho took an out-and-out Pro-
tectionist by the hand and had him
elected. This showed three different
gradations in sentiment. But worse yet
was to come ; when the hon. gentleman
reached Hamilton, he hinted that, if
required, he would be prepared to go
so far as to levy differential duties
and introduce a retaliatory policy.
Yet the hon. gentleman taunted the
hon. member for Kingston with favour-
ing protection for party purposes. In
1874, in order to secure the clection
of an hon. member, he said, in Hamil-
ton:

" Our commercial systein will always be
more or less controlled by the policy of the
United States. As we are in immediate
neighbdurhood to them, they may compel us,
for our own protection, to adopt measures
not in accordance with what mav be deemed
correct commercial principles."

What did this mean ? It evidently
referred to differential duties.

Some HON. MEMBERS: No, no;
hear, hear.

Mr. MASSON said that, if the hon.
gentleman had said so, .it would not
do much harm. During the debates
on Confederation, the leader of the
Minister of Public Works had said that
the union of so many Provinces would
enable us to hold our own against the
United States, and that if the latter
country did not act towards us as
they should, being our neighbours, we
should meet fire with fire. A necessity
for a change in the tariff now existed-
as he and many others believed-in

4 3 ½

consequence of the policy pursued by
the Government. A deficit was ad-
mitted. It amounted to nearly two
millions. It dated from last year,
extended to this year, and would pro-
bably continue into next year; it was
not temporary. If there could ever be
a time when the Government was
bound to alter their tariff policy, this
should be donc when the country
required it, and when a deficit existed.
He would quote an opinion expressed
by the hon. member for Chateauguay,
vhen ho and other Free traders were

endeavouring to secure the election of
a Protectionist in Montreal. The hon.
member then stated that anomalies
existed in the tariff. If this was the
case two years ago, surely, unless the
Government were afraid to touch the
question or felt that they were unable
to grasp it, it ,vas time that these
anomalies were corrected. The hon.
member for Chateauguay (Mr. Holton)
had led the people of Montreal to
believe that the anomalies would be
corrected last year, but nothing had
been done. The hon. gentlemen
opposite had a right to ask what the
Opposition would do under these cir-
cumstances. When the right hon.
member for Kingston vas called in to
form a Governnent he would of course
prescribe.

An HON. MEMBER : He will not
prescribe.

Mr. MASSON said it would not be
long before the Conservative Party
returned to power. If he then had the
honour of occupying a seat on the other
side of the House, he would support a
protectionist policy, or he should niot
be in Parliament. Duties should be
first imposed on articles which we our-
selves produced ; and the revenue
should be so collected as to afford coi-
pensation to our people. But what
compensation was afforded by a tax on
tea, or an Excise tax on malt. These
taxes gave no compensation. Hol.
gentleman opposite said that a prote3e-
tionist policy would increase the bart-
dens of the people. The hon. the
Minister of the Interior ought to
and did know botter than this. The
hon. gentleman knew that burdens
were not imposed on the pe ple
by the tariff, but by the Estim:tes
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submitted by the Finance Minister;
by the extravagant Estimates of 1875;
by such things as the increase of
Civil Service salaries proposed in
1874, but withdrawn at the solicitation
of the followers of hon. gentlemen
opposite; by increasing the propor-
tion between the expenditure and
receipts of the Post Office Department,
which amounted only about $200,000
in 1862 and which now amounted
to over $500,000; by establishing
the Supreme Court, and by in-
creasin-g the cost . of the Immi-
gration Department when no immi-
grants were coming into the country.
What had the tariff to do with this ?
It had this to do, and nothing else:
to equalize the burdens imposed by the
Estimates submitted by the hon. gen-
tleman opposite. It had been said that
Protection would reduce the revenue.
This was an error, as shown by the
experience of 1858, when a protec-
tionist tariff was adopted. In 1858, the
Customs revenue had fallen from four
and a half to three and a half millions,
but the Finance Minister did not say:

We must hide ourheads till the storm.
is passed." He sought to save the
country from impending evil, and
submitted a protctionist tariff. What
was the consequence? The revenue
was incrcased and our manufactures
flourished simultaneously. The reason
was simple; the consuming power of
the people was also increased, and con-
sequently more goods could be imported
and more manufactured than pre-
viously. By increasing the wealth
and prosperity of the people, their con-
suming power was enlarged. The
hon. member for Bothwell (Afr. Mills),
with all his philosophy, could not show
that a man who had the means did
not spend more in good than in bad
times. This was common sense. When-
ever we obtained a protectionist policy,
as he boped would be the case, and
attained the condition which England
had secured through a protectionist
policy, we should be able to adopt
England's present system, and tax tea
and necessaries of life. A wealthy
and prosperous people would cheerfully
pay taxes on such articles. The hon.
member for Halifax (Mr. Jones) said I
that people would be benefitted in
having goods offered at cheap prices.

Mr. MAssoN.

But how long would this be the case?
It would last precisely until the time
arrived when the Americans had
destroyed our industries. The hon.
member had given an example of this
-selfish though it was. Speaking of
the sugar duties, the hon. gentleman
had stated that when the Americans
had ruined our sugar refineries, they
would have their own price. If this
was true as regarded sugar, it was true
as regarded everything else manufac.
tured.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) : Every other
manufacture is protected 17½ per cent.,
and I have taken every occasion of
saying I did not desire the sugar
duties placed on protectionist ground.
At present the raw material is legis-
lated against. The duty is higher on
the raw than on the refined sugar.

Mr. MASSON said that the hon
gentleman really wished to obtain
protection but not on protectionist
grounds. The Americans numbered
forty millions, and with their waste-
only ten per cent. of their products-
they could ruin our manufactures and
compel our artisans to take refuge in'
their country. What would be the
consequence ? The same argument
used by the bon. gentleman with refer-
ence to the sugar trade would apply
to our manufactures generally, and the
Americans could dictate their own
prices. It was a fallacy to say that cheap
articles necessarily benefitted a people.
The whole of this question must be
determined by the relative proportion
existing between the price and the
purchasing power of the buyer. fie
observed the hon. member for Levis
(Mr. Fréchette) laughing, but he would
give the hon. gentleman the authority
of his leader, .Mr. Joly, on this point.
Mr. Joly laid down that the essen-
tial matter at issue was,-whether the
prices of goods were proportionate tO
the means of the consumer. Bread
would be dear if its price placed it
beyond the reach of the generality cf
consurners, and cheap if this state of
things was reversed. Another essen-
tial element was the proportion existing
between the results of labour and the
prices of commodities; this included
the general question of remuneration
for labour. He would also quote the
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opinions of Mr. Joly, the leader of
the Liberals of Lower Canada in local
politics. Mr. Joly, asked before the
Agricultural Committee:

" Is it in the interest of the Dominion that
we should continue to admit American pro-
duce free, while Canadian produce exported
over the border has so heavy a tax levied on
it ?"

Answered:
"No. It is againet the interest of Canada.

I humbly think that we shoald not admit
anything free of duty except the raw material
required for our manufactures."

Regarding the cheapness or dearness
of articles, Mr. Joly said :

"It is true the purchasers, anmong whom
the manufacturers and the workmen ought
to count for a very large proportion, may
buy a little cheaper than the farmer, but, as
a natural consequence, they will have to sell
their goods cheaper to the farmer, whose pro-
ducing power is diminished. It is not by
c.heapening everything that we can hope to
attain national wealth. The dearer we pay
the better for us, provided our paying power
keeps pace with the increase of prce."

Mr. Joly illustrated this in the most
happy manner, asking the working-
man which ho preferred-flour at $4.50
a barrel and no work, or flour at $6 a
barrel and plenty of work. This was
the comumon-sense view of the whole
question.

"Farming and industry are a g:oJ strong
team when they are driven together, but
divide them and you have a one-horse con-
cern, or rather two that will no, do anything
like the work of a good, strong double team."

This was Mr. Joly's opinion.
Mr. FRECHETTE: We are exactly

like the Conservatives of Lower
Canada.

Some ION. MEMBERS: Order.
Mr. MASSON asked how the Gov-

ernment were meeting the difficulty.
Did they decrease departmental ex-
penditure ? Did they decrease the ex-
penditure of the Immigration Depart-
ment? What had the Finance Minister
offered? The hon. gentleman told
them that, in order to meet the crisis
the expenditure on public works was
to be reduced. The lion. gentleman
had said that this was a momentary
depression-a gulf that wanted bridging
Over. ]But, taking into consideration
the price of labour and the cheapness
of Ioney, what would bc the policy
which would strike any man of common

sense. A man of ordinary business
capacity would say: "Avail yourselves
of the depression ; borrow moncy
go on with the public works we are
bound to construct, and so furnish relief
for the poorman; it is simply increas-
ing the difficulty if the public works are
stopped, and the men thrown out of
enployment." This idea was not his
own; it had been enunciated by one
much superior to himself, and one
certainly the equal of the hon. the
Finance Minister-Sir Alex. T. Galt.
What did the Government do ? They
said: " No ; we shall maintain
the departmental expenditure and
stop the Georgian Bay Branch,
and the works on the Canals."
A more impolitic decision could not be
arrived at. It was a decision contrary
to common sense-contrary to the
course the municipalities and town
councils would adopt under similar cir -
cumstances. He lived in a neighbour-
hood where it was necessary to incur a
large expenditure for public inprove-
ments, and it had been agreed that
this was exactly the time for prosecut-
ing them, in order that something
might be saved in the cost and yet
afford employment to people who
otherwise would have notbing to do.
That was the truc common-sense policy,
and the Government ought to have
copied the exanple of Quebec. The
hon. the Finance Minister had said in
his speech that railway expenditure
had gone on too fast in Canada. That
lion. gentleman was not the first to
make that remark. It should be
borne in mind, in considering this
question, that Canada could not be
compared to England, or other coun-
tries in Europe. A railway in England
or France was nothing but a commo-
dity. It could not increase population
or wealth to any extent, but
could only supply commodities
to the people. Canada, how-
ever, was in its infancy. We were iu
the position of a man about to build a
house, and must expend more in the
beginning than would be required at a
future day. The old countries could
expect no great development from rail-
ways; but we had a vast country
which would give a return for the ex-
penditure in future. But it was said the
country would run into debt, and the
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condition of the United States in this
respect was held up to our view. The
positions of the two countries wore en-
tirely different. The debt of the United
States did not exist before the Civil
War; it was a debt of blood-a mis-
chievous debt incurred by the present
generation, and it was nothing but
fair that the present generation should
pay it. But our debt was incurred for
the building of public works from
which future generations would derive
more benefit than ourselves, and it
was not to be expected that the pres-
ont generation should bear all the
expense. We were quite justified in
running into debt for such a purpose,
as the projected works would conduce
to the development and prosperity of
the country, and, if four millions of
people created the debt, eight millions
would pay it. Hon. gentlemen oppo-
site had said that the Government had
nothing to do with the prosperity of
the country. This principle, however,
would not be accepted. The people
did not want a Government that
confessed its inability to relieve the
country in times of crises or difficulty.
Why the manufacturing interests of
England were created by protectionist
enactments.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Oh, no.

Mr. MASSON said the iron trade
was created by oppressive duties on
iron. low was the sugar-refining
trade of France created ? It was by
enactments of the inore protectionist
character. If France was the cheap-
est country in the world, it was owing
to the legislation which fostered ber
industries. 'The hon, gentleman must
know that, centuries ago, a great states-
man of France said that it was the
duty of the Government to frame a
policy which would encourage the
manufacturing industries. The hon.
member for North Norfolk told the
House that the manufactories should
increase and prosper gradually by
their own strength and should not
be fostered. The answer to that
statement would be found in the
hon. gentleman's speech of last
year. In 1858 we had a Finance
Minister, equal to and perhaps more
courageous than the hon. gentleman
opposite, who declared that the revenue

Mr. MASSON.

had thon been lowered so much that it
was absolutely necessary to have a
protective tariff. Could hon. gentle-
men say that Mr. Galt's tariff had no
effect on the prosperity of the manu-
facturers. If it had an effect, it was
pr.oof that the action of the Govern-
ment had something to do with the
condition of a country. The hon.
gentleman might make as many glit-
tering speeches and philosophical
arguments as he chose, but he could
not get rid of the fact that Canada
prospered under a protective tariff.
Indeed, we prospered to such an extent
that England claimed we had no right
to impose a duty detrimental to her
interests; they held that the mother
countries had colonies in order that
they might consume their manufac-
turod goods and send the raw material
in exchange. It was also claimed that
the fiscal policy of Canada would ruin
the manufacturing interests of the
United States. Even the Legislature
of the State of New York protested
against our tariff, and complained that
mechanics at Rochester and Buffalo
were obliged to leave and establish
themselves in Canada in order to
continue their trade. Before then our
business was depressed, but, as soon as
Mr. Galt put his hand to the wheel,
instead of being a more fly upon it, we
began to prosper and manufacturers
across the border began to complaiml
that ther trade was being des-
troyed. and that their artisans
were emigrating to Canada. Ie
wished to goodness that we had a
Government that would do the salle
thing to-day in order to stop peOple
from leaving this country. He wished
there, was such a policy that the
Americans, rightly or wrongly, would
have to complain that their artizans
were comîng into this country.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Why, 360,000
went from Canada, between 1860 and
1870.

Mr. MASSON: Do you know the
people of whom yon are speakingy It
was a matter of sentiment and feeling
with the French population at that
time. They had been induced to be-
lieve that the United States was an
Eldorado, and, stimulated by men, even
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from within Canada, they left their
country.

Mr. JONES (Halifax):
not alil French.

They were

Mr. MASSON asked how it could be
,explained that in six or seven years
'0,000 or 70,000 French Canadians
went to the United States. They al
at once decided to go to the -United
States. They had better wages at the
timie. Thev prospered for some time,
but with that instinct whieh distin-
<tuished them, they became home-sick.
They wished to come back to their
own country. le admitted that the
difference in wages was not so great
now as it was then. There was more
of an equilibrium. But he was not
encouraging them to come back to our
cities and manufactures. He was
encouraoing them to go to other parts,
and not to come into those parts where
the Government had destroyed the
industries. We did not want them in
this part of the country. There was
no work for them. The only thing
there w-as for them to do was to go and
colonize. They could go to Manitoba,
where they need iot engage in manu-
facturing industries in order to get a
livelihood, but where they could set
themselves to the tilling of the ground.
It was with this object that lie wished
French Canadians to come back to
Canada; it vas not that they should
swell our industrial population, for that
would only bring disaster upon them.
A great many wished to come back,
but they did not wish to enter our
manufactures, and, if they did, they
could iot, for we were closing up our
manufactures; but they wished to settle
upon our lands in the Eastern Town-
ships and inManitoba. It was the duty of
the G-overnment to encourage this feel-
ing, and to get them to go to Manitoba
and the great North-West, in order
that they might assist to create a great
Population and to develop the vast
'esources of that region. He might be
wrong in what he had said. Some of
the hon, gentlemen opposite laughed,
but it was easier for them to indulge
in this than to prove that lie was wrong.
The principles which he had enunciated
that night were the pi inciples
upon which he had entered pub-
lic life, and lie had seen nothing

yet to change them. le threw back
to the hon. gentleman opposite-but
not with scorn, as had been said to
him-the accusation that lie was
making a party political question of this
matter. The views he had just
expressed were always his views and he
would stand by them. If the Conser-
vative party came into power-and
they were obliged as an Opposition to
forecast and foresee this event-they
would adopt the policy which they
enunciated now, if the country was
in the condition it was to-day, or any-
thing approaching it.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Elgin) said at
that late hour and under the unfavour-
able circumstances he would not detain
the House long with his remarks. The
fiscal policy of this country was a
unique one. It was not a free-trade
policy like that of England, nor was it
a protective policy like that of the
United States. There was no fiscal
policy, so far as he knew, exactly like
ours. Reference had been made over
and over again during the debate to the
United States and the alleged prosper-
ity in that country. He thought it
only fair, when reference was made to
that country, that its vast territory,
great natural resources and unsurpass-
ed facilities for the development of'
those resources should be considered.
He was sure that hon. gentlemen would
admit that the discovery and working
of the gold mines of California had a
w'onderful effect upon the develop-
ment of that country, stimulating
its commerce and its manufacturing
interests. The United States had also
received substantial support from the
large volume of immigration which
had flown into it year after year, re-
gardless of what its tariff might have
been, whether high or low. This
volume of immigration brought to the
United States bone, muscle and mind,
and also a considerable amount of
material wealth. An hon. member had
made a reference to the fact that the
late President of the United States, in
his last message to Congress, had con-
gratulated the country upon its gene-
ral prosperity; and it was taken as a
reasonable inference that this pros-
perity arose from the fiscal policy of the
country ; and, therefore, if was urged
that a protection policy was the cor-
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rect one. If this were the case, it was
rather singular that the newly-inaugu-
rated President, in his message to Con-
gress, deplored the depressed condition
of manufactures and other industries.
If, therefore, the logic of the first argu-
ment was correct, it was equally right
to infer that the depressed condition
referred to by President Hayes arose
from the system of protection. The
right hon. member for Kingston had
told them that the Opposition was not
obliged to announce its policy. That
was a doctrine that was acceded to in
England, where responsible and parlia-
mentary Government was carried on to
the very highest state of perfection. The
Opposition was not prevented from
announcing its policy. He had the
authority of Lord John Russell for
saying that where the Opposition saw
fit to announce its policy it must be
held responsible for it when it came
into power. The right hon. gentleman
in his resolution intended to express a
vote of want of confidence in the Gov-
ernment as to the imposition of duties
on certain articles imported into this
country. But that had been widened
into a general vote of want of confidence
in everything which the Government
had donc. The right hon. gentleman,
it must be presumed, was sincere as to
the policy he would pursue. He said
there must be a readjustment of the
tariff on the agricultural, mining and
manufacturing industries of this coun-
try, from whieh he (Mir. Meougall)
gathered that these industries were to
bc taxed. The right hon. gentleman
said that these interests were to be
protected. But it was difficult to
sec that it was not purely a system of
taxation which the people themselves
would have to bear. But he was not
going to discuss for the present the view
that a readjustment of the tariff, as
expressed in the resolution, meant an
increase ofthe burdens upon the people;
but he would like for a moment to make
a reference to the speech of the hon.
member for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson.)
That hon. gentleman had announced a
most astounding doctrine-the first
time he had heard it, and no doubt all
hon. gentlemen acquainted with
political economy would be ast on-
ished at it. The hon. mem-
ber for Terrebonne told them that,

Mr. MCDOUGALL.

by the increased imposition of taxes on
goods coming into this country, the
burdens of the people were not thereby
increased. He (Mr. MeDougall) coufd
not understand what this meant. Surely
every man using such an article would
have to pay the increased duty, and. il
that were the case, the burdens of the
people must necessarily be increased.
The hon. member seemed to think that
the people would be much better off if
they had to pay a larger price for
everything. The hon. gentleman had
also referred to France as a wonderful
instance of the benefit of protection.
But for the purposes of his argument he
had made a most unfortunate allusion,
for at the time referred to by him the
merchants, when asked by Colbert
what could be done for them, replied
that the best which could be donc for
them was to let them alone. The hon.
member for Hamilton had also intro-
duced an amendment. The House well
knew what the views of the hon. mem-
ber were and that he stated thom plainly
to the House in sucli a wav that two
conclusions directly opposed to ear.h
other could not be inferred, as was te
case with reference to the anendment
of the right hon. meniber for Kring-
ston. That amendment was like -he
ancient oracle-whoever the devoee
was who went to consult it never
came away with a broken hcart. They
could take from the resolution what-
ever they pleased. It was as wide as it
possibly could be, in order to bring al
within it. The right hon. member hadl
said that he had caught a great man
loose fish in his day; and so it wo"iXI
appear. He stretched out his net and
dragged in anything which seemed to
come anywhere near his own presrv-e.
Unlike the amendment of the rkgt
hon. gentleman, the amendment of the
hon. member for Hamilton had nothing"
undefined in it. It was a specile
amendment. It was the announceenlilt
of a policy complote in itself. He
(Mr. McDougall) was opposed t it.

le bolieved it was incorrect; he
believed that, whether the Governmelt
would gain or lose power by so doing,
they should not adopt such a poliev.
Yet he must congratulate the hon.
member upon his sincerity and honesty
of purpose. If he was wrong, he did not
intend to bc so, but believed that he
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was serving the interests of bis
country, and more particularly the
interests of the city of Hamilton,
the population of which was largely
engaged in manufacturing. But he
(Mr. McDougall) would appeal to
the House whether the two amend-
ments were not antagonistic and
directly opposed to each other, as dif-
ferent as day from night. The right
hon. member for Kingston deplored
the condition of this country, and had
said that there were only two things
that could bring about commercial
salvation-either to put him in power,
or else to tax nearly everything
coming into the country. Directly
the bon. member for Hamilton had sat
down, the rigbt hon. member for
Kingston sprang from bis seat before
any of bis supporters could do so, and
said he was prepared to support the
anendment of the hon. member for
Hamilton,which was opposed to the im-
position of duties upon agricultural
products and to the imposition of in-
creased duties upon coal coming into
this country. This was directly op-posed to the spirit of the amendment
of the right hon. member for Kingston,who contended that both should bc
taxed with manufactures. As the hon.
iember for Toronto Centre had shown,

although the nominal duty on certain
manufactured articles was only 17%
per cent., yet the actual duty was 25,
and in some cases even 30 per cent.
If the duties were increased, as urged
by the bon. gentlemen opposite, farm-
ing implements would have a duty of
fully 40 or 50 per cent. placed
On them. How then could it be said
that increasinL the duties would benefit
the farmers ? The right bon. member
for Kingston had shown that he was
prepared to change his base, if by that
Ineans there was any chance of the
amaendment to the amendment-which.
w-as directly opposed to the policy
expressed in his amendment-being i
carried. The right hon. gentleman
and his supporters had held theGovernment responsible for the i
lard times, although be had notsaid o in so many words. It t
was alleged that the first Ministerhad done nothing to husband the re-Isources of the country, but had actedW his oWn interest, and to enable him s

to retain power. It was well known in
Ontario that last year they experienced
a verv bad harvest. There was every
prospect up to the latter part of June
that there would be a most bountiful
one, and, if that hope had been realized,
the Province would have felt its good
effects. The deficient harvest caused
an injurions effect upon the condition
of financial affairs; nevertheless, bon.
gentlemen opposite maintained that
the bon. the Premier and his Adminis-
tration were responsible for the hard
times. It would have been quite con-
sistent with the arguments of those
bon. members to have placed a rider
to the amendment of the right bon.
member for Kingston declaring that
the Government was responsible for
the bad harvest. A considerable
amount of irritation was sought to be
raised in the House and in the country
in regard to the imposition of an addi-
tional two cents per pound on tea. He
believed it to be a fact that the Finance
Ministers of the mother country, as
well as Finance Ministers of Canada,
held that taxation should be imposed
on articles and revenue derived frorm
what was most generally used and
froin which the greatest amount of
revenue could be obtained with the
least inconvenience to those from
whom it was gathered. He knew
that, on the first blush, quite a
specious argument could be made in
order tô prejudice the people against
the proposal, but when the people came
to consider the question, as they had
donc already to some extent, and to
reduce the matter to figures, they
would flnd that the imposition of the
duty would not be felt. There was
not, con an average, upwards of 20
Ibs of tea used annually in every
family in the country, which would
involve a duty of 40 cents; and more-
over the Government had seen fit, by a
wise and most commendable policy, to
reduce the duty on coal oil, which
would more than meet the amount
)aid by each family on account of the
ncreased duties upon tea. He could
not well understand the statement of
tle hon. member for Monck that the
nembers of the present Administration
vere not in harmony with each other.
le Lad not seen anything except what
howed a united policy and sentiment
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on the part of members of the Admin-
istration. There had been no indica-
tion to lead to the belief that harmony
did not prevail,-probably the wish
was father to the thought in the mind
of the hon. member. In regard to the
Weights and Measures Act, it had been
asserted that the present Government
was responsible for it and for the
considerable amount of irritation
which the Act had caused in the
country. The hon. member for North
Oxford had correctly stated that
the late Administration h.id introduced
and carried the measure. The framers
of the British North America Act
gave the Dominion Parliament the ex-
clusive right to legislate upon that
subject, and, if the Weights and Mea-
sures Act were repealed, how could
provision be made for proper inspection
and for the protection of the commu-
nity. It was not therefore just on the
part of hon. members of the Opposition
to endeavour to make political capital
against their opponents by referring to
the unpopularity of the Act, but they
should rather aid the Government in
amending the Act, they themselves
being responsible for this legislation,
having initiated it and carried it into
effect, and having, as he had been
informed, sent a subordinate official to
England for the purpose of making
enquiries as to proper weights and
measures and appliances necessary to
give effect to the Act. It came with
iil grace from hon. gentlemen opposite
to charge the presenu Government with
the unpopularity of the measure and
hold therm responsible for it. le did
not apprehend that the hon. member
for Hamilton, with his lieutenant, the
right hon. member for Kingston, and
the hon. member for Cumberland,
would have the pleasure of taking
seats on the Treasury benches as
the result of the approaching vote.
But, if the amendments were voted
down, and the panacea proposed by
the hon. member lor Hamilton not ac-
cepted, it was impossible to say what
would next be proposed by the hon.
member for Kingston, in order to bene-
fit the country, but more particularly
to attempt to regain and re-enter the
promised land, which, he would take
the liberty of predicting, was very far
off.

Mr. MCDOUGALL.

Mr. MILLS moved the adjournment
of the debate.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned at

Twenty minutes arler
Twelve o'clock.

IIOUSE 0F COMMONS.

Wednesday, 14th March, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Thrce
o'clock.

PRINTING OF VOTES AND PRO-
CEEDINGS.

.REPORT OF Co1MMITTEE.

Mr. -ROSS (West Middlesex) moved
concurrence in the 5th Report of the
Joint Committee of both Houses on the
Printing of Parliament. le said they
madetwo recommendations. The first
was that an index be prepared and
printed of all Journals and Sessional
Papers since 1867; members of the
Sonate and House of Commons Lo bc
presented with one copy each, and six
copies to be placed in the Library.
Experience proved that the want of
such an index had caused great
inconvenience. A similar diffi-
culty also prevailed with regard
to the Journals of the louse.
An index in this relation liad been pre-
parel by the late Mr. Todd, as far as
the year 1867, with reference to the
old Parliament of Canada; but it was
found by somo to be inconvenient,
being somewhat cumbrous and bulky.
They could simplify this index, making
it easy of reference, and forming a
volume of reasonable size, without
incurring any considerable expense.
The Clerk of the Printing Committce
had prepared a statement, certifyin:g
to the probable cost, which for 400
copies would be $1,322. Eac¶,h member
of the House of Commons and Senate
would be furnished with a ceopy, and a
few could be kept in store for future
reference ; the Library and Depart-
ments would also be supplicd. They,
consequently, recommended, as was
done last year, that, after the present
Session, the Votes and proceedings
of the House be so prepared and
printed that they could be changed

and Proceedings.(COMMONS.]



and Proceedings. 683

into Journal form on the same principle
that the Journals of the Senate were
now prepared. The Printing Com-
mittee's report to this effect last year
had been adopted by the Senate, but
not by the House. The present form
of the Votes and Proceedrngs was
somewhat inconvenient, foolscap in
lieu of octavo fbrm being used, and
they fitted very ill into private
libraries as well as into the Library of
Parliament. Besides, by adopting the
mode followed in the Sonate, it was
estimated that they could save in the
cost of printing $600 per annum; and
the item of printing was becoming
somewhat expensive. Objection had
been taken to the proposal last year on
the ground that inaccuracies might
creep into the Journals, but this need
not be entertained, as no complaint on
that score was made in the Senate.
The members of the Sonate were each
daily supplied with a copy of their
Journals, which were afterwards bound
and distributed. These were subse-
quently prepared like the J ournals of
the House, the only omissions being
notices of motions and routine pro-
ceedings. He thought that the House
would agree that these recomtnenda-
tions were worthy of adoption,

Mr. MACKENZIE said he thought
the Committec should devise means
by which the report was to be carried
out.

Mr. ROSS said they had not consid-
cred this matter. He had, however,
consulted with Mr. Hartney, who had
led them to suppose that -this work
would be done without extra expense.
The process would be exceedingly
simple, and it would readily be under-
stood by any clerk of ordinary capa-
city within the space of two weeks.

Mr. MACKENZIE did not doubt
that this was the case, but lie thought
Officers of the House might be desig.
nated as the parties who should do the
weork. He recommended the chairman
of the Committee to consider this point
andl report upon it.

Mr. ROBINSON asred whether the
Votes and Proceedings could be print-
ed after the fashion of the Journals of
the Sonate at less expense than was
the case at present. They were fur-
nished with the Votes and Proceedings

in condensed form at 9 a.m.; but the
Sonate did not frequently sit after 6
p.m., enabling their proceedings to be
printed in Journsl form with ease. He
asked whether some little difficulty
would not be experienced in having the
Votes and Proceedings- printed under
the system recommended as early as
was now the case.

Mr. ROSS said the Votes and Pro-
ceedings were now printed from one
form, to use a press term, and the
Journals from another form. The mat-
ter was consequently set up twice. If
the systom proposed were adopted, the
matter would only be set up once, and
$600 would be saved. As to the other
point, there would be no danger of
delays.

Mr. SPEAKER said that his im-
pression was last Session, as it was still,
that the saving of $600 was very small
indeed compared with the importance
of securing absolute accuracy in the
report of theirproceedings. The form
in which the Votes and Proceedings
were printed was, however, a mere
matter of taste. The House sat some-
times until two, three or even four
o'clock in the morning, and their pro-
paration consumed two, three or four
hours after adjournment; and, if they
were to be prepared in strict Journal
shape, much more care and time must
be devoted to this duty. This was,
moreover, a speciality which very few
clerks were found to possess. The
saving of twice $600 might be very
easily effected in other ways, which
would not affect a matter of such im-
portance. He was decidedly opposed
to the change proposed.

Mr. ROSS (West Middlesex) said he
thought the Speaker laboured under a
slight misapprehens ion. It was recom-
mended that the Votes and Proceed-
ings should be so prepared and printed
that they might be changed into
Journal form, on the Senate principle;
and therc was no reason why a daily
issue should not appear, as at pr'esent.

Mr. SPEAKER said the style was
a mere matter of taste. which was of
trifling importance. The important
question was whether the Votes and
Proceedings as they were presented
each morning, should become the
Jourrials of the House.
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Mr. ROSS said they would be open
to revision and correction.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that errors might creep in under the
system recommended, and this might
occasion serious consequences to the
House and the country hercafter. The
saving would be very snall, and the
inconvenience eno'mous. The expen-
ses of correction would greatly reduce
the amount that could be saved.

Mr. YOUNG said that, under the
circumstances, delay in the passage of
the report was advisable. ' Officers had
now to remain preparing the proceed-
ings for some two or three hours after
the House rose, and it was very evident
that, under the plan recommended,
these officers nust remain for a much
longer time. The objections taken to
the recommendation were undoubtedly
serious.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) said it would
be convenient to have the report
adopted, the last clause excepted. It
seemed to him that it was a very
difficult matter to change the internal
economy of the House ; the attempt
was made last Session, but the pro-
posal was postponed until the present
Session, and now hc supposed that the
same fàte awaited the report. le
moved that the report, the last clause
excepted, be adopted.

Motion agreed to, and report con-
eurred in, excepting the last paragraph,
which is as follows:

" That after the present Session of Parlia-
ment, the Votes and Proceedings of the
House of' Commons should be so prepared
and printed, that they may be changed into
Journal form, on the sane principle as the
Minutes of the Senate are now being done,
by which it is hoped econoiy as well as
despatch will be obtainel."

CRIINAL LA.WS EXTENSION
BILL.

SENATE AMENDMENT AGREED TO.

An amendment made by the Sonate
to Bill (No. 23) To extend to the Pro-
vince of Prince Edward Island certain
Criminal Laws now in force in other
Provinces in Canada, was read t/he first
and second times and agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER.

BILL FROM[ THE SENATE.

FIRST READING.

The foillowing Bill (from the Senate)
was read the first time:-

Bill (No. 72) To amend the Act t
incorporate the Globe Printing Coma-
pany.-(Mr. Blain.)

STAMPS ON PROMISSORY NOTES
AND BILLS OF EXCHANGE

BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. IRVING moved for leave to
introduce a Bill (No. 73) Relating t)
Stamps on Promissory Notes and Ells
of Exchange. He said that doubts had
arisen as to the proper time for affixing
and cancelling stamps on bills of ex-
change and promissory notes drawn or
made out of Canada and payable in
the same; and it was advisable that
such doubts should be removed. le
understood that this was the object of
the proposed amendment, which hadI
been prepared by a legal gentleman Af
large practice.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
in what manner these doubts had
arisen.

Mr. IRVING- said that a decision
had been given in one of the Courts at
Toronto, raising such doubts. Thî<
had occurred in a case which relate"
to a promissory note which bore one
date, while the stamp affixedi
bore another date; and the plain-
tiff, who was the holder of the
note, was unable to recover, owiig
to the fact that the stamp and
note did not bear the samedate, and of
course, as far as foreign promissory
notes was concernel, this was imprae-
ticable.

Mr. YOUNG said he would like tO
call the attention of the Governient
to the propriety of having these bills
issuel with the paper itself stamped.
Beyond question, a great deal of hard-
ship had occurred under the present
system, as, with regard to bills of ex-
change and other bills, errors were now
sometimescommitted in not conformgin
to the technicalities of the law. These
difficulties could be overcome if the
bills bore the Government stamp when
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issued. He had been under the im-
pression, when the law originally
passed, that the Government had the
power of issuiDg these stamped papers.
Stamped envelopes would also, be a
great convenience.

Bill read the first tine.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
The followitg Bills were severally

introduced and read te first tine.
Bill (No. 75) To extend the Act re-

specting trade marks and industrial
designs to the Provinces of Prince
Edward Island and British Columbia.
-(Mr. Blake.)

Bill (No. 77) To provide for the safe
custody of prisoners in places where
the common gaols become temporarily
insecure.-(Mr. Blake.)

Bill (No. 78) To amend the law with
reference to convictions made by justi-
ces of the peace.-(Mr. Blake.)

Bill (No. 79) To make provision
against the improper use of firearms.
-(Mr. Blake.)

Bill (No. 80) To amend the Act for
suppressing gaming houses,.-(Mir.
Blake.)

Bill (No. 81) To amend the Act re-
specting larceny and other similar
otfences.-( sir. Guthrie.)

NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES ACT
AMENDMENT B[LL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. MILLS introduced a Bill (No.
74) To amend the North-West Terri-
tories Act, 1875. He said the object of
the measure was to supply rather
important omissions with regard to the
powers of the Governor in Couneil.
Provision was also made for the better
administration of justice in the North-
West, re-enacting the provisions of
the Police Act of 1873, relating to the
summary trial of certain parties by
Stipendiary Magistrates, It also pro-
vided for the extension of the power to
try summarily parties charged with
oifences, the maximum punishment for
which did not exceed seven years in the
Penitentiary. Power was also conferred
upon the Magistrates to try all other
telonies, and the Bill took away the
right of appeal from the Court of
Queen's Bench of Manitoba, which was
found an expensive provision.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) askec
whether it was the intention of the
Minister of the Interior to introduce a
clause in the Bill whereby concurrent
jurisdiction should be conferred upon
the Magistrates of British Columbia,
together with those of the North-West
Territories, in the case of offences com-
mitted in the districts adjacent to the
60th parallel of latitude and 120th
parallel of longitude. A large number
of men were now engaged in mining
and prospecting for gold in those
northern regions, and it was a matter
of uncertainty in many cases whether
they had gone beyond the boundary of
British Columbia or not. It was there-
fore very important in the interest of*
good government that some provision
should be made for the maintenance of
law and order in those remote regions,
where doubt existed as to dividing linos
between the Territories and British
Columbia.

Mr. MILLS said the Bill did not
contemplate that. The matter, how-
ever, was under the consideration of the
Government, and he would decide upon
the introduction of a clause to that
effect before the second reading of the
Bill.

Bill read thefirst tine.

RLAILWAY ACT AMENDMIENT
BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill (No.
76) To amend the Railway Act of
1868. He said the purpose of the Bill
was to remove doubts which existed
as to the power given by the Act to
railways to intersect other railways.
The 16th sub-section of the Act pro-
vided for intersection on certain con-
ditions-the plans being submitted to
the Railway Committee of the Privy
Council for their approval.

Bill read the first time.

MR. JUSTICE LORANGER.

MOTION TO PRINT EVIDENCE.

Mr. LAURIER moved:
"That the Committee appointed to in-

quire into the administration of justice in
the district of Richelieu, be authorized to
have the evidence taken before the Com-
nittee printed for the use of the mem-
bers there6f."
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Mr. SPEAKER said, if the evidence
existed in manuscript form, the rule
required that a resolution of this kind
should go directly to the Printing
Committee. If it was a case of emer-
gency, and the House desired it, the
rules could be suspended.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
mnember for Drummond and Artha-
baska had given no idea as to the
quantity of the evidence, and it would
be much better to refer the resolution
to the Printing Committee in the
usual way.

Mr. LAURIER said the iembers
Of the Commnittee had expressed a
wih that the evidence, which was
rather cumbrous and voluminous,
should be printed. They felt they
could not do justice to the case unless
each was put in possession of the evi-
dence, and as the full Committee couhl
not be presentduring the taking of the
whole testimony he thought it was
absolutely necessary to have it prin te;.
He was quite willing that the chair-
nan of the Printing Committee should

adopt what course he thought was
right. le would state that the evi-
dence was very voluminous.

Mr. SPEAKER said some years ago
the Publie Accounts Conmittee, vhich
had made important investigation into
sone railwav matters, submitted to the
Ilouse the evidence from tinie to time.
He thought a similar course was pur-
sued on the Committee with refereuce
t) the North-West case. In both
cases the direct action of the House
vas invoked, and the House, by resol u-

tion, authorized the Committee to get
the work done in the way in which it
was done. But the present case was
different, because the evidence was now
all in manuscript. Of course, it was oir
the House to determine the matter.

Motion referred under the rules.

BREAKWATER AT GODERICH.

QUESTION.

Mr. HORTON asked vhether it
was the intention of the Government
to place a sum in the Supplementary
Estimates to repair the smali Break-
water under the Lighthouse at Goder-
ich, placed there to prevent the sliding
of the bank, but which had been much

Mr. LAURIER.

damaged by the heavy storms of last
season.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the attention
of the Chief Engineer had been called
to the matter, but, until the resident
engineer had made his report, the Gov-
ernment could not give a definite
answei.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said bis
hon. friend the Premier had made, a
mistake. The Government Engineer
was still on the spot, and had discov-
cred that it was imporatively necessary
that some repairs should be made. It
was the intention of the Department
to recommend a sum in the Supple-
mentary Estimates.

RIFLiE-REGIMENTS' ARMS.

QUESTION.

Mr. CARON asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to arni
all the rifle regiments with the short.
rifle and sword bayonet.

Mr. VAIL replied in the affirm-
ative.

MILITIA GENERAL ORDERLIS.

QUESTION.

Mr. CARON asked why the Govern-
ment did not, as formerly, distribute
among the officers of the militia force,
and more especially among the com-
manding officers, copies of General
Orders as published in the official
Gazette.

Mr. VAIL said he was not aware
there had been any 'change made.
With regard to G-eneral Orders, where
they affected the force generally
they were sent to the District Staif,
the Adjutants, Captains, &c.; but where
the orders were merely local they
were only sent to the District Staf.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR CoMMITTEE.

Mr. DECOSMOS moved for a Con-
mittee of twelve to enquire into the
progress made with the surveys of
the line of the Canadian PacificRailwaY,
with power to send for persons and
papers, and to report from timO to
time. He said that before he
entered upon this subject he woukt
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ask the indulgence of the House
while ho made a few remarks with
reference to a reply made by
the hon. the Premier in answer
to a question put to him a few days
ago. He asked the Government
whether a progress report would be
brought down this Session. The
answer of the hon. the Premier was
that the progress report had been on the
table for about five days. On examin-
ation ofthe returns, he (Mr. DeCosmos)
found that no progress report had been
made. He found that the return was
a mere synopsis of the report, included
in the report of the Minister of Public
Works. Beyond that, he had discovered
that the Chief Engineer, and the Chief
Assistant Engineer of the Canadian
Pacifie Railway were now engaged in
preparing a progress report. When
he considered the nature of the reply,
and the tone in which it was delivered,
and the racy laughter which occurred
in certain corners of the House, he
nmst say that, although a gentleman
might bear Her Majesty's Commission
as a Minister of the Crown, it was no
,uarantee either as to the accuracy of
)is statements or the polite tone of his
replies. In reference to the matter
nimediately under discussion, he would
draw the attention of the House to the
second clause in the Speech of His
Excellency the Governor-General, in
wihich he said:

"During the recess, t visited the Province
of British Coluinbia, and had much satis-
lattion in becoming acquainted with the
people in that interesting part ofthe Dominion
and with the cliniate anUi resources of their
Province."

Following this, there was the follow-
mcg statement :-

"lie surveys of the Pacitie Railway have
been prosecuted with the utnmost vigour and
at a larger cost during the past than in any

.revious year ; but it lias not been found pos-
,ible, as yet, to complete the location ef thehice, and I have consequently been obliged
tO POstpone the inviting of tenders fbr its
cofnstruction on the ternis indicated bv the
Act of 1874."

The next clause was:-

"A fîrthier correspondence on the subjects
at issue between my Government and British
Cohunibia will be laid before you."

It would be observed that the clause
with respect to surveys was so placed
as to convey the idea to the House and
the country that it wAs an utter im-
possibility 1or the Government to com-
mence the construction of the railroad
on the Pacifie Coast; as they said, the
whole of the location line, to connect
the Ontario and Quebec system of rail-
ways with the Pacifie coast, was not
yet completed. He would assume that
to be the case, although ho believed
there was a report from Mr. Sandford
Fleming, the Chief Engineer, that
sufficient surveys had been made to
warrant the commencement of the work
in BritishColumbia. In spite of what the
Government said about the line of loca-
ti9n not being complete, the Govern-
ment had given out a contraet for the
road between Pembina and Winnipeg,
and between Thunder Bay and Red
River. Now, if the Government, before
the line of location was completed, could
give out contracts for one part of the
Dominion, they could do the same, ho
maintained, in another part, viz.: on
the Pacifie Coast. If the louse would
give him a Committee of twelve, ho
maintained that ho eould prove there
was nothing to prevent the Govern-
ment, since 1873, from prosecuting the
work in British Columbia; and that,
after long years and hard labour, the
engineers of the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way Survey had arrived at correct con-
clusions as to the route. More than
that, he would be prepared to show
that the Government had not brought
down the reports of the engineers on
this point, but had kept them back.
le believed ho could place before the
Committee the engineers, and show
conclusively that no other route for
the railway ought to be adopted by the
Dominion of Canada except the Bute
Inlet and Esquimalt route. He ob-
served, in reference to this matter,
that the organ of the Government in
Victoria, the Colonist, had the following
statement, which was, no doubt,
inspired:-

"The Fraser River route (to survey which,
we believe, the delay is required) should have
been surveyed years ago. That it was not
is net the fault of the Ottawa Government,
guided as they were by their engineers, who
always reported, until hast summer, that the
route was impracticable for a line of railwfay."
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le bad the statement of hon. mnem-
bers of this Hlouse, and also the autho-
rity of the engineers, for saying that
the whole of the survey from Tête
Jaune Cache to Ilurrard Inlet, and from
Yale Canyon to Lytton had been com-
pleted years ago, although the latter
was re-surveyed last autumn.

Mr. DE WDNEY: Who was the au-
thority? Mention the names.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he would do so
when it suited him.

Mr. DEWDNEY: I think you migbt
do so now.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he would give
the names when the Committee was
appointed. The hon. the Prime Min-
ister had declared a Session or so ago,
on the floor of the House, that there
were only two routes which could be
adopted, and that the choice was
between them-that the survey had
been extended to Fort George and
thence to Burrard Inlet, and that the
Fraser River route had been aban-
doned. He would like to have the
Committee to find out why the hon. the
Premier had stated that one of the two
routes referred to would be chosen,
and yet -why there should be any
further surveys as announced by
lis organ in Victoria. And it was
not only the organ which announced
this, but fron the correspondence
between Earl Carnarvon and the
Dominion Government it would appear
there must be further surveys. lie
would do more than this. If a Com-
mittee were given him, he would show
tLuL the Fraser River route was not the
route for national defence. If it took
the line vid the Lower Fraser, the
Thompson River and North Branch to
Tête Jaune Cache, it could be tapped
by a branch in the Sulas Country and
connect with Puget Sound ai the
main terminus of the Northern Pacifie
lRailroad in Washington Territory.
le might tell the House that an appli-
cation was now before Congress to
extend the Northern Pacific Railway,
within eight years, from Bismarck to
Puget Sound, and they would certainly
tap our line in case we brought the road

Mr. DECoSMos.

vid the Fraser. If the , road vas
brought by the Lower Fraser, there
would be little or no way traffic, not
enough to find axle grease for the cars,
because there were no resources along
the line. But if the road was brought
by way of Tête Jaune Cache and Fort
George and Bute Inlet, reaching direct
from the ocean or Victoria, there would
be a very large way traffic. Any one
turning up the statistics as to
the Central Pacific Railway would
find that the largest portion of
the nett earnings of that rail-
way was from way traffic. le
would state one thing further, and
that was that be believed this Govern-
ment had no intention to build this
railroad on the Pacific Coast until the
general elections were over-that ail
the obstacles were got up for delay
with this view. He bolieved that the
Government had the power in its
hands to commence the construction
of the railway years ago. In 1874, the
hon. the Premier had stated that the
route from Esquimalt to Nanaimo would
be commenced, and in December of the
same year he agreed with Lord Car-
narvon that this should be done. He
(Mr. DeCosmos) contended that if the
Government had consented to do this
at that time, they were quite able to
do so now. le need hardly say that
the question had been the cause of a
great deal of irritation in British Co-
lumbia, al of which need not have
arisen if the Government had donc
what was in their power. All tihat
was required iii 1874 was some railway
iron, a corps of engineers and some
navvies. To a large portion of the
people of British Columbia the
matter was only one of intentionlal
delay on the part of the Government.
Another point which occurred to hii
was this: It was stated by the Govern-
ment organ in Victoria that it was
intended to survey the Lower Fraser
River. He would take occasion to
place this statement on record, namely,
that any money expended for surveys
of any portion of the Lower Fraser
River in 1877, after the exhaustive
surveys of last year, would be a waste
of public money. He therefore pre-
sented his motion, hoping that the
Government would see their way clear
to granting it.
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Mr. TIIOMPSON (Cariboo) said, as
seconder of the motion, his object was
not to advocate any particular route
through British Columbia. He bad
always maintained, and maintained
stili, that the question of the route was
one which, in the general interests of
the Dominion, must be decided by the
engineers. But ho did object to the
paltering policy of this Government
from year to year. It was stated
in 1875 by the bon. the leader
of the Government that the
route was almost determined upon,
and that there was only a very small
link whieh had to be surveyed in order
to render the route complote. They
were told in 1876 that that link had
been completed, and that the only ques-
tion remaining was as to the route
which should bo taken fron Fort
George to the Pacifie Ocean. That he
had a preference to .a particular route
lie (Mr. Thompson) was willing to
admit. His preference was for the
northern route, which would run
through a rich mineral country, and by
Opening up rich veins of gold and
silver, would afford employment to
hundreds and thousands of miners. This
he considered was infinitelymoro advan-
tageous, not only to the Province, but
to the Dominion at large, than the route
running along the southern boundary,
which was liable to raids from the
United States, and along which a lino
could only be subsidiary to the Northern
Pacifie Road. Still he was willing to
forego his preference, and that any
route decided upon by the engineers
should be adopted. He was perfectly
wilhing. that the Fraser River route
should be adopted, if, in the opinion
of the engineers, it was the best.
The hou, the Premier, speaking on
the subjeet on the 31st of March, 1876,
said :

"The route by the Thompson and LowerFraser rivers, first mentioned, proved by the
surveys to be the most expensive one by
wlich to reach the ocean; but this niuch
could be said in ita favour, that better
grades could undoubtedly be obtained by
their taking that cleft and following it down
Jo the sea than by any other route, but an
enormos anount of tunnelling would have
Jo be done, as well as a large quantity of
Other expensive works, such as high re-

nog walls and deep excavations in thehardest of rock. These difficulties provedo be so numerous and so great that we were,
il

with considerable reluctance, obliged to
seek a more favotirable route."

It appeared at that time that the
Premier had utterly abandoned the
idea of deciding on that route. But
wby were engineering parties, after
surveying the northern route, instruct-
ed late in last season to give a casual
survey to this route ? Why was the
House now told that sufficient progress
had not been made to enable the Gov-
ernment to invite tenders, vhich they
expected to have been able to do, on
the lst of January; and why were the
people of British Columbia to be put
off another year, or perhaps a number
of years, simply to survey routes which
the Government had already declared
were impracticable ? If this route
was considered practicable, it should
have been surveyed at the same time
as other routes, and if it was imprac-
ticable, as was stated by the lion. the
Premier, it should be definitely aban-
doned. Route after route, year after
year,were taken up and condemned, and
taken up again, delaying the progress
of the great national work. Such
action led the people of British Colum-
bia to consider that the Dominion Gov-
ernment never intended to perfori the
work. It would be observed by the
despatch from the Eart of Carnarvon
that influence had been brought to bear
upon him to believe that no route and
no terminus had yet been adopted.
His Lordship said in the thirteentl
paragraph of his dispatch:-

Between the coming spring, Iowever,
and the spring of 1878, it may le tairly ex-
pected that many points now surrounded
with doubt will have becone more clearly
defined; and I fuliv hope and believe, that
after the very limited delay of a single suin-
mer, the Province of British Columbia will
find that there is no longer any obstacle to
the active prosecution of the undertaking,
and I trust that the Province will not fail to
perceive with me that its case will be by no
means strengthened, if impatience (however
natural under other circumstances) is dis-
played at the non-commencement of a line of
railway, the proper course and terminus ot
vhich are as yet altogether uncertain ; while
at th, same time an independent obFerver
mnust admit that the Canadian Government
are using every exertion to carry ont the
work as rapidly as possible."

H1e presumed the Legislature- of
British Columbia had acted perhapîs
wisoly in excusing he Canadi
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Government for another year from
carrying out the work; but he wished
to know what guarantee was offered
that in another year the Government
would be prepared to carry on the
work, as they were promised in Earli
Carnarvon's despatch. They might
be told next year that the surveys
were not sufficiently in progress to
enable the Government to complete
the location of the line; that they had
gone over the Fraser River route and
condemned it, and were now survey-
ing some other route. They had been
told from year to year, that the route
had not been permanently located.
Last year the hon. the Premier said:

"Our attention was then directed more
narticularly to the route from Tête Jaune
following the Fraser River towards Fort
George. The route along this part of the
Fraser River, a distance in round numbere
of about 200 miles, proved singularly favour-
able; that is so far as getting a compara-
tively easy grade was concerned, while the
works would not be nearly so rough and
heavy. Froi Fort George there were sev-
eral routes possible."

It now appeared from the Su ple-
mentary Report made by the Chief
Engineer,'Mr. Marcus Smith, and dated
the 31st of Docember last, that the
routes from Fort George toi the ocean
were surveyed last summer. Some
had been given up as impracticable, but
the route by Bute Inlet had been sur-
veyed and a trial location made, and
had been found much more favourable
than was even anticipated by the hon.
the Premier in his speech last year.
He thought it was proper that the
Committee asked for should be granted,
in order to show what were the reasons
which led the Government to inform
the House that they were unable to
locate the line, while they stated last
year, that the location was almost
completed. He found that $500,000
appeared in the Estimates for the con-
struction of the main lino in British
Columbia. The same suni was voted
last year, but never appropriated. That
amount might be placed in the Estim-
ates to give an idea that sonething
would be done on the lino during the
year, while at the sanie time the Gov-
ernment informed the House, through
His Excellency's Speech, that the sur-
veys were not so far completed as
to enable the lino to bc located.

Mr. THoMPsoN.

The Estimates also showed that
S100,000 was proposed to be appropriat-
ed for surveys during the years 1877 and
1878, while $500,000 were appropriated
last year. From that reducod sum it
would appear that the Government did
not intend to prosecute the surveys
with any great vigour, or that the sur-
veys were so nearly completed that it
would require only a small sum to
determine the whole location of the
road. Under those circumstances, he
considered he was justified in advocat-
ing the appointment of the Committee,
not to decide as to any particular route,
but to determine what had been done,
and what could be done, in regard to
this important work. In the financial
statement made by the hon. the Minis-
ter of Finance, he told the House that
the people ofBritish Columbia should be
contenf with what had been done, and
that $6,000,000 had already been spent
in surveying the route for the Canadian
Pacific Railway. He (Mr. Thompson)
would like to know what benefit was
derived by the Dominion at large from
the $119,000 paid to Mr. Poster for
useless work connected with the sec-
tion of the lino of which ho was the
contractor. He would further like to
know what benefit had accrued, or
was likely to accrue, either next year
or during several years to corne, fron
the 5,000 tons of steel rails now lying
rusting at Esquimalt and Nanaino?
He hoped the Committee asked by the
hon. member for Victoria would be
granted.

Mr. CUNNINGIAM said lie was
glad to know that the selection of a
routo for the railroad and the site of
the terminus would not be committed
to hon. members for British Columbia,
for if these questions were left t them
it would take a long time to settle
either the route or the terminus. They
all had their opinions, their likes and
dislikes. The hon. member for Vic-
toria (Mr. DeCosmos) could only 800
three points in British Columbia-
Esquimalt, Nanaimo and Bute Inlet;
all places outside of those ore consi
dered by him worthless. ie ivas not
aware when the motion was pu on
the notice paper that that hon. mem-
ber intended to take the opportunity
in his own peculiar way to condemn
the Fraser River route. le expected
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tnat it would have been at least left
with the Committee to decide the
question of route, but the hon. member
for Victoria had taken the oppor-
tunity to condemn the route which sev-
oral of the bon. members from British
Columbia were somewhat inclined to
advocate; he referre dto the route which
the hon. member for Yale (Mr.
Dewdncy)and himself had always main-
tained was the only route for a railway
in that Province. The Government
had spent nearly a million and a half
of dollars in surveying the routes to
the north, including Bute Inlet, Dean
Channel, and one still farther north.
He believed that the greater portion
of that money had been thrown away,
and that the Government would come
back to the old route, which was the
only outlet for a railway in the Pro-
vince, viz: the Fraser River route,
terminating at Burrard Inlet. The
Government contemplated ro survey-
ing that route in 1877, and it was
unwise and unpatriotic to throw any
obstacle in their way, because he was
satisfied, from what he knew of
the eountry, and from information
which he had received, that, even
if they expended two million dollars
in surveys, the Government would
still have to come to the eonclusicn
that there was only one route for the
railway, and only one port on the main-
land of British Columbia where the
route could terminate. While he bad
no objection to the Committee being
granted, though the proposal for send-
ing for persons and papers would incur
considerable expense, he would like to
know what light a Committee could
throw on the question. Already the
louse had the surveys and Government

report before them, and he was per-
feetly satisfied that the Government
would do what was right in the matter
and not be intimidated or forced to
select a route without duly considering
the matter, not only in the interests of
British Columbia, but in those of the
Whole Dominion. He knew the hon.
mnember for Victoria (Mr. DeCosmos)
felt somewhat sore at the just defeat,
of the Esquimait Railway Bill in thé
Senate. lie. and many others of the
People of Vancnouver Island, had been
for years endeavouring to rush the
Government into the immediate con-

441,

struction of the road, without first
discovering a port which would be an
outlet and a route for the road. The
aim of the hon. member for Victoria
had been to get the road to Esquimalt,
and there onlv. He hoped the Com-
mittee would not be granted, as there
appeared to be no necossity for its
appointment.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he did not
intend to be drawn into a general dis-
cussion upon the Pacifie Railway on
the motion of the hon. member for
Victoria for a Committee. He must,
however, express his surprise at the
complaint made by the hon. member
at not receiving explicit information.
The hon. menber had called at his
office and he had given him all the in-
formation that it was possible to give
him, and, indeed, lie had received more
information than any hon. member in
tho House. He was not aware that, in
stating that the report of the Engineer
had been on the table five days, he had
shown a want of courtesy towards the
hon. gentleman or want of considera-
tion for any person; if the hon. mem-
ber thought so,he was simply mistaken.
He had made a plain statement of facts
in as few words as it was necessary to
convey them. With regard to the
statement that the Government had
not used sufficient diligence in prose-
cuting the surveys, he had merely to
note the fact that, during the first half
year, hon. gentlemen opposite spent
$489,000 ; in the second year, up to the
time the present Government succeed-
ed to office, $561,000. There were
expended during1873-74,8310,000; in
1874-75, $474,000, in 1875-76, $791,000;
from June, 1876, to December, 1S76,
$509,000, or a total expenditure during
the five years, of $3,136,615 on those
surveys. He asserted, without fear of
contradiction, that it would have been
impossible for the Government to have
shown greater diligence than had been
shown up to this moment. He asserted,
further, that, but for an anxious desire
to conciliate the people of British
Columbia, and show them how exceed-
ingly desirous the Government was
to meet the just expectations they
might entertain, the Ministry would
never have prosecuted the surveys
with such haste, he might say instead
ofdiligence, because a greater amount
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of leisure devoted to a careful examin-
ation of the country would have
enabled them probably to have
avoided many mistakes into which
engineers must necessarily fall in
penetrating an unknown country.
He must again protest, once for ail,
against any hon. member of this
House holding him accountable for
any statement ie might make with
regard to engineering operations. He
knew nothing about the country him-
self. All his statements were made
upon information furnished him by the
Chief Engineer and his assistants. It
was well known that, in the survey of
a vast country like British Columbia
and the North-West Territories, it was
impossible for any engineer to be
absolutely accurate in the statements
he might make with regard to the
probable success of a hne in any par-
ticular direction. For inisance, it was
supposed, four years ago, by Mr.
Fleming, that he would find an almost
direct line from Tête Jaune Cache
towards the crossirig of the Fraser
River near Big Bend, while sub-
sequent explorations liad shown
that a range of mountains, a branch of
the Cariboo Mountains, stood in the
way, presenting what vas practically
an impenetrable barrier, of which.
nothing was known until the country
was explored. He durstsay that, if he
had spoken on this subject in the fall of
1873 or the spring of 1874, ie should
have pointed out this line as the most
direct route that could be adopted. He
had stated last year exactly what the
hon. member for Cariboo (Mr. Thomp-
son) had said, that the line would be
or could be completely surveyed to
Bute Inlet, and it was so completely
surveyed to-day. It vas also corn-
pletely surveyed to Dean Inlet, and the
profiles for these two routes through
British Col umbia were near completion.
Another route which was only
partially surveyed ran to Port
Essington, which was the most
northern port in British Columbia, and
which, of all that could be obtained,
formed the shortest route to the sea.
It was truc that in so inhospitable a
country-the snow being so deep and
the ice so tirm in winter-it was likely
to be practically out of the question to
think of going there, but, with refer-

Mr. MACKENZIE.

ence to the Fraser Valley, he might
simply state, as an hon. gentleman had
said, that the Government were reluc-
tantly compelled to seek a more favour-
able route. They did not indicate,
however, by any means, that, under no
circumstances vhich might yet be
developed, would they ever rebort te
the examination of the Fraser Valley
again. On the contrary, there was very
much to be said in favour of the Fraser
Valley, They could, for instante,
have navigation on the Fraser Biver
to a point so high in the river
as to make that route practically
152 miles shorter than the route to
Bute Inlet; and they had extraordi-
nary difficulties to face when they
reached Bute Inlet, arising in connec-
tion with navigation. The Chief En-
gineer was investigating that particu-
lar point at this moment, and he (Mr.
Mackenzie) hoped that the information
ie was collecting and distributing
under various heads would be prepared
within a short time in such a shape as
to be presented to the louse. That
information would probably determine
the choice of the ultimate route
through British Columbia. In the
meantime, he had merely to say that
it was quite impossible for the Govern-
ment to accede to this request for a
Committee with power to send for per-
sons and papers and to institute an ex-
amination of this sort. That could not
be submitted to; and he was sure the
hon. gentleman who had moved for
the Committee would sec how utterly
impracticable such a scheme would be.
Who was to criticize the action of Mr.
Sandford Fleming and Mr. Marcus
Smith ? Who was to find fanit with them
for their examinations? Were they to
have mere politicians undertaking to
examine these men and to report to the
louse as to whether they were right or
wrong ? This was not a matter Of
administration at all. It was a natter
of engineering. If any member of the
louse chose to assume the responsi
bility of saying that the Governmlent
had not shown sufficient diligence in
prosecuting the survey, let him make
a motion to that effect, and they would
meet it promptly and show that theil
conduet was not open to such censure;
but for any one to undertake to obtain
a Committee of twelve gentlemen i the

Raütcay.
[COMMONS.]



Raiway. 693

House to enter upon and critically
examine the engineers who had been
engaged, with almost carte blanche as to
their proceedings, in the prosecution of
this survey across the continent was
really one of the nost extraordinary
propositions ho had ever heard of. le
might say, in vindication of the engi-
neers-and he always endeavoured to
vindicate publie servants whenever
assailed, as long as they were in the
enployment of the Government, and
they could be employed no longer than
while they deserve the confidence of
the Government-that they had
performed an amount of labour which
was perfectly incredible. Take the
great Ir.dian Railway froi Bombay
towards Madras. The line was not
more than one-fourth of the length
of this route, and the only serious
obstacles in the way were met in
ascending the mountains not far froi
Bombay ; and yet that survey, though
through a densely populated country,
which was as well known as any part
of England or France, had actually
consumed more time than had been
consimed up to the present in passing
over an uninhabited portion of the con-
tinent, and in traversing this distance of
nearly three thousand miles. It was true
that the work had entailed great ex-
pense, but that was inseparable fron
the nature of the country, the kind of
labour required, the difficulty of get-
ting supplies, and all other incidents
of that sort, which were entirely differ-
ent from what they would be in a set-
ted and well-known country. He
should, of course, take occasion at the
proper time to give the very fullest in-
formation with respect to everything
connected with this road. He believed
lie did so last year, and lie hoped he
then satisfied gentlemen on both sides of
the louse. He thought that the Gov-
ernment had a right to claim the sup-
port of gentlemen on both sides of the
House in connection with an enter-
prise which had occasioned so much
difficulty, and was sure to occasion so
much more difficulty in the future. It
was true that some gentlemen opposite
had shown a remarkable degree of
diligence in endeavouring to pick
holes and find fault, and even insin-
uate that some improprieties of a per-
'n'a kind to himself had taken place

in this connection; and ho had to say,
once for all, that, if anv man here or
anywhere else had any charge to
bring, let him formulate it in open
day and demand a Committec to
investigate it. In that case he should
have a Committee, and witne3ses
should be examined on oath. le
could only say that no impropriety on
the part of the Government had ever
taken place in this connection.

Mr. BUNSTER said he was very
sorry to see this matter brought
before the House so frequently. It
was apparent, however, to every
intelligent man that justice had not
been done to British Columbia with
respect to the building of this road.
When the Premier stated that every-
thing that was possible had been
donc, he joined issue with the
hon. gentleman, owing to the fact
that he believed sufficient information
was already in the possession of the
Government to justify the location of
the line. ie was willing to give the
Government credit for having sent out
rails to British Columibia, but, whether
badly advised or not, the Government
had certainly not shown the amount
of diligence which had been exhibited
in connection with other rcads. In his
opinion there was nothing to prevent
the rails being laid long ago, as there
was an abundance of timber for ties,and
the grade was easy. This survey had
been in progress for four or five years,
and during the same period the Cen-
tral Pacific Railway had been built
and placed in running order on Amneri-
can territory, while not a blow had
been struc towards the actual com-
mencement of the railway in British
Columbia. He could not help thinking
they lad not been fairly dealt with in
this matter. When some two or
three years ago British Columbia com-
plained of her grievance, and ac-
cepted the Carnarvon arbitration,
the work should have been begun in
earnest at once. The Government had
brought down a measure which passed
the iHouse but was killed in the
Senate, and what had become of that
measure? The Government had not
again endeamoured to secure its as-
sage, as they should have donc. W en
the English Government was defeated
in the Lords on the Paper Bill, they
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sent it to the. Upper Chamber year
after year until it was fnally carried,
and this should have been the course
in Canada in the present instance.
The people of British Columbia, under
the circumstances, had good reason to
find fanit and to grumble. It would
indeed be strange if they did not. They
were given no guarantee that the
work would be completed. He could
not help doubting the honesty of the
excuse which Lord Carnarvon had
recently made in this regard. They
had a right to assume that the Minister
of Justice, who had expressed himself
so strongly against British Columbia,
when he went to England had proba-
bly used his well-known power of
argument and eloquence to influence
the judgment of Lord Carnarvon.
If the road had been begun according
to agreement, probably this country
would not be suffering so much froin
the present depression in trade. The
work vould have infused confidence
into our mechanies and farmers, and
our farmers' sons who were now seek-
ing homes in other countries. Possibly
it would have induced some of the
500,000 Canadians who had settled in
the United States to return to their
native land, for every truc Canadian
preferred to live under the glorious
llag which for a thousand years had
braved the battle and the breeze
instead of one foreign to them. So long
as the Government continued to mani-
fest apathy and disregard on this
national aspect of the question, the
only practical union of the several
component parts of the Dominion, so
long would our young men fail to feel
confidence as to the future of the
nation. It had been well said that
without the railway the Dominion
was but a rope of sand. He had not
yet learned that the Government had
applied to the Imperial Cabinet for an
Imperial guarantee in order to prose-
cute vigorously the early construction
of the road. Now he would just remind
them that it had been shown, on good
authority, that our line would shorten
the passage across the continent, as far
as Eastern trade was concerned, by 2
days and 9 hours; and, while the
American through road passed over a
range of 8,700 odd feet in height, the
highest point to be crossed on this

Mr. BUNsTER.

route was 4,000 odd fet in height.
This was a material advantage, and
while $2.50 was paid for ties on the
Central Pacifie Railroad, ties on this
line would not cost over 12J cents
each. These and other advantages, he
was aware, had already been mention-
ed, but they could not be impressed
upon them too often. He was sorry to
hear the charge again made that
British Columbia was an inhospitable
region; ho haci refuted it before and
could again. He was sorry to behold
such gross ignorance on the part of
members on the Treasury benches as
regarded the climate and capabilities of
their own country. Canadians who
had removed to British Columbia
would not return to Ontario in con-
sequence of the great superiority
of the climate of the Pacifie Province.
Indeed the climate here was inhospit-
able in comparison. H1e could only
say that less ill-feeling would exist
among British Columbians, owing to
the treatment they had received with
regard to the railway, if less hostile
language -was used in the House with
reference to their country. If British
Columbia was as powerful as the
United States, the Government would
soon find the means to enable them to
prosecute the work properly, but
because they were weak in number-
though not in spirit-a different attitude
was taken. He hoped to sec the day
when the bargain made would be
carried out. If the present Govern-
ment did not do so, some other
Government would eventually keep
faith with British Columbia. Amen-
can engineers employed on the lire
had told him that it could be built for
less than one half the cost of the
American route owing to the condition
of the labour market, the depreciated
price of iron, the difference in the
height of the mountains which were to
be crossed, and the lessened price
which must be paid for tics. It had
been said that $30,000,000 aua
50,000,000 acres of land had been offer-
ed. Unfortunately for British Colum-
bia and the rest of the Dominion that
offer had not been made in a proper
spirit, or floated properly On the
London market, as was the debt re-
cently floated for the Dominion by the
hon. the Finance Minister. 1e held
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that it was not fair to mortgage the
Province until the obligations entered
into at Confederation were carried out.
lie was sorry to hear one of the hon.
members from British Columbia say
that he was opposed to the granting of
the Committee. That hon. gentleman
also declared that the senior member
for Victoria (Mr. DeCosmos) had three
points in his mind's eye. Well, credit
should be given that hon. member for
it, as the other hon. member for Vic-
toria (Mr. Roscoe) had only one point
in his mind, which was notas valuable,
as far as accommodating the commerce
of the world was concerned, as either
of the three referred to. He favoured
the appointment of the Committee,
b)ecause he thought it would throw a
great deal of new light on the subject, .
and probably assist the Government,
and help to satisfy the disappointed
people of the Province. The granting
of the Committee would only be an act
of courtesy and justice towards a much-
abused people.

Mr. DEWDNEY said he had not
hoard any argument during the discus-
sion which should induce the Govern-
ment to grant the Committee. As the
House was aware, ho had on several
occasions expressed his opinion in re-
gard to the route for the railway. As
early as 1873, be introduced a rosolution
asking that the Fraser River route
might be surveyed. Among the hon.
members who opposed this was the hon.
member for Victoria, (Mr. DeCosmos)
as well as others from that part of
the country. It was, therefore, very
unfair for those hon. gentlemen to
throw the whole responsibility of the
delay of the survey of that route on
the Government; they were as much
tO blame as the Government, as they
had donc everything they possibly
cOuld, from Confederation up to the
present time, to prejudice the engineers
against the Fraser River route. He
had never urged that one route was
botter than another, but lie had always
advocated the prosecution of the sur-
veys. It was*of the utmost importance
that the best route should be adopted.
The hon. member for Victoria had
Stated that, if the Fraser River route
Were decided up >n, there would be no
wVay traffic, and that, therefore, the
more northernly route was preferable.

Now, he (Mr. Dewdney) made a trip
last summer from Fort George to Tête
Jaune Cache, and he found that 150 to
250 miles of that route ran through a
very inhospitable country. His im-
pression was that, when the surveys
were made, the Government would be
forced back upon the Fraser River
route. If his information were correct,
it would be found that there were -"
great many difficulties connected with
the more northernly route. He would
refer to the question of way traffic
at a future time. He had statistics
to show that the way traffic would
be much greater on the Fraser River
route than on the other. The hon.
member for Victoria believed that
the Fraser River country was very
difficult. The hon. gentleman made a
trip through it once, and, when in one
of those nervous conditions in which
the House often found him, be jumped
out of the stage and, had it not been for
his coat tails, would have rolled over a
precipice.

Mr. DECOSMOS said that statement
was entirely incorrect. He did travel
over a height on the Thompson River,
but the gentleman who tumbled out of
the stage was Mr. Maine, a broker of
San Francisco.

Mr. DEWDNEY said ho had been
misinformed, thon; but he had made
the statement on the authority of the
stage driver. He hoped the Govern-
ment would not grant the Committee.

Mr. DECOSMOS said the hon. the
First Minister had stated that the
Fraser River route had certain advan-
tages, one of which was that by starting
at a certain point they could make the
lino 120 miles shorter. He presumed
the point referred to was Yale, and ho
thought it was a more delusion. 1e
had been over that country sevoeral
times, and had found that the naviga-
tion was very difficult in the summer
time, and in the winter the river wa-s
frozen over sometimes for six weeks or
two months together. What great
advantage would there be in having a
through railway if it started from a
point which could not be reached for a
month or two during the year. The
hon. the Premier said the Committee
ought not to be allowed, because they
miglt catechise Mr. Sandford Fleming
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and Mr. Marcus Smith. Apparontly
the hon. gentleman wished the House
to infer that the Committee would treat
those gentlemen unfairly. But there
was another side to the hon. gentle-
man's argument, which was this: That
the Committee might draw out informa-
tion from those gentlemen that had
been withheld for years. They might
draw out the information that repre-
sentations had been made with a view
to certain objects, definite or indefinite.
He had not one word to say against
either of the Chief Engineers, nor did
lie wish to say anything against the
subordinate engineers. The hon. mam-
ber for Yale said he (Mr. DeCosmos)
cast the blame for the delay on the
engineers.

Mr. DEWDNEY: I said nothing of
the kind.

Mr. DECOSMOS said lie so under-
stood the hon. gentleman; at any rate
this denial only made the matter
stronger. -He understood the Chief
Engineer, as far back as 1874, to state
that, if the order were given to com-
mence the railway in British Columbia,
they could begin at once. He was
sorry that the hon. member for New
Westminster (MIr. Cunningham) ob-
jected to the Committee. That
hon. gentleman might have ob-
tained a great deal more information
from the investigation than he now
possessed as to the Northern Route,
and discover that the line lie was in
favour of was not so well adapted for
commercial and national purposes as
he believed. With respect to with-
drawing the motion, ho would rather
it was taken as lost on a division than
anything else.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Very well.
Motion lost on division.

THE CIVIL SERVICE.

MOTION TO APPOINT COMMITTEE.

Mr. CASEY said lie had put on the
paper a notice of motion for a Select
Committee to consider the condition of
the Civil Service, the mode of making
appointments,and such reforms as might
be suggested in the system. He believed
it would be necessary for him to give
some reasons for asking for the Com-

Mr. DECOSMOS.

mittee. In doing so, it would be neces.
sary to go to some extent into the
subjects which he proposed to submit
to it. He held the present condition
of the service to be unsatisfactory in
severalrespects. Comparativelyspeak-
ing, the Civil Service was inefficient.
He did not mean to say that there were
not efficient men in the service, because
it would be impossible to carry on the
work as well as at present without a
certain number of capable men. But
lie claimed that the service was not as
uniformly efficient as the service of
any large corporate body in the coun-
try-that the standard was not so high
as demanded by banks or mercantile
firms. As a consequence the service was
necessarily disproportionately costly.
It was always more expensive to do a cer-
tain amount of work with a large num-
ber of inefficient men than with a small
number thoroughly qualified for their
positions. These defects in the service

e attributed to the mode of nominat-
ing and examining candidates for
appointments. The patronage system
had been found wanting in practice
here and in the old country, and lie
also believed in the United States.
Appointments by political patronage
were certainly unfair in principle to a
large portion of the population. Under
that system the right hon. member for
Kingston and his friends had not the
opportunity to appoint any of their
supporters, while, along with the other
privileges and responsibilities resting
u pon those on his own side of the
House, they had that of making Civil
Service appointments. It had been
suggested that, when the hon. gentle-
men opposite changed places with
them, they would meet their reward in
this respect. That was undoubtedlY
true, but one unfairness did not con-
pensate for another. The party now
forming a majority of the .ouse
would then be in the same position in
regard to this matter as the minority
now occuoied. The system of
appointments was unbusiness-like, and
was a system whieh no man would
adopt in choosing his own clerks
or confidential agents. .nHe would
not apply to bis political friends
to recommend names, but he would
undoubtedly use his own discretion
and judgment. Having appointe
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them. lie would take cool and deli-
borate note of their conduct from
year to year, retaining, promoting or
dismissingr them according to his esti-
mate of their efficiency. Such should
be the course in regard to the service
of the country. It had been hold that
appointments should be made on the
responsibility of the Ministry to Par-
liament and the people, and it had
been urged that a sense of this res-
ponsibility would lead the Govern-
ment to make such appointments as
were in the public interest. He
thought this was a mere phantom of
responsibility. There was no real
active responsibility resting upon the
Government. There were very few
appointments as to which the Minis-
ters could make use of their own
personal knowledge, and those fow
were only in the capital. In regard
to all other appointments the Minis-
try were compelled to rely upon
their supporters, both by the neces-
ity of the case and by immemorial

custom. The member who recom-
mnended any appointment might be
said to be responsible. But his
responsibility was only to his con-
wtituents, those who had elected him,
and to whom he would have to look
for his future support. He hold
that it was unsound in principle for
anybody to bc responsible to parties
to wbom he stood in the position of a
grantor of favours. The member could
not be supposed to -knew everybody
who applied to him for appointment,
neither could lie bave a full know-
ledge of the duties ho would have
to perform. He could not, either, escape
the influence of party fooling to a
greater or less degree, and would also
be acted upon by personal friendship,
gratitude for party services and per-
1aps by family relations. He assumed
im all this that inembers would not act
froin unworthy motives, but it was
Within the limita of possibility that
Some appointments would be made in
Order to gain popularity, or as a reward
for party services. The latter, how-
,ver, under the present system, could
hardly perhaps be called an unworthy
motive, since it had been the regular
practice to reward party services by
such appointments. He thought it
'WOuld be admitted that the system had

not obtained the most efficient class
of men fbr the Civil Service of Canada.
He said this, not for the purpose of
making any attack upon the Civil
Service, for ho considered it was as
efficient as could be found in any
country where a similar system of
patronage prevailed. There were a
large number of efficient mon in the
service, a number sufficient to carry
on the business of the country fairly
well. But the best men in the Civil
Service know that the average excel-
lence was not what it ought to be, and
that the presont system was not one
calculated to secure efficiency. He
had omitted to mention one or two
things in regard to the present condi-
tion of the service. One of these was
the overcrowding, owing to the pres-
sure brought upon Government by
their supporters, which compelled a
larger nomination of men than would
be required for the needs of the country
if a proper system of selection was
adopted. This had compelled are duc-
tion of the salaries in the lowor grades,
and it was impossible to obtain good
men, as a rule, at the salaries offered.
Some of the lowest salaries only ranged
from $300 to $350 a year, and the
House would recognize the fact that it
was impossible to induce mon of
mature years and judgment to enter
the service on such terms. Another
evil was the partisan character of
the service. When a Government
remained in power for a considerable
length of time, it was but natural
that the various offices should be
filled by men of their own political
opinions; and an incoming Government
found its servants hostile to it, and it
was impossible to have that harmony
which ought to exist. This difficulty
led, in the United States, to the adop-
tion of the " spoils systom," which was
the dismissal of those who had beon
appointed by a former Government,
and their replacement by friends of the
new Administration. This was a
logical result of the patronage system.
He did not think it unfair, as a
theoretical proposition, that a mai who
had been appointed for political
reasons only should follow the fortunes
of his party and leave his office when
his party loft power; but he need
hardlv sav that he was not in favour
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of introducing that system. It had
brought upon the American people
the tremendous frauds and corruption
which now cursed the Government of
that country. To sum up, the
patronage system afforded no guar-
antee of efficiency and imposed on
members a responsibility which they
were in no way qualified to discharge.
He was sorry that the papers asked for
had not been brought down before.
If they had, he would have been able
to make his remarks much more inter-
esting, by illustrating the evils lie had
alluded to. He would now explain
briefly what ho intended the Committee
should do. He intended to ask for a
Committee to investigate the condition
of the Civil Service as it was at present,
and such proposals as might be laid
before it for reforming the systen and
to report to the .ouse their opinion of
the whole matter. The right hon.
member for Kingston, when this
matter was up a few days before, gave
it as his opinion that the motion for a
Committee was one of want of confi-
dence in the Government and irregutar
in point of parliamentary practice.
he did not think so, although he had
great respect for the right hon. gentle-
man as an authority on precedent. In
1860, the very sanie course as that pro-
posed now was adopted by Mr. Pope
Hennessy, in tho English House of
Commons, who moved for a Committee
of 15 to consider the existing manner
of making appointments to the Civil
Service, and to report whether botter
means might not be adopted for soeur-
ing the appointment of efficient per-
sons. That Committee sat. The report
of the Civil Service Commissioners and
other papers were referred to, and it
reported from time to time to the
House, asking for other privileges.
Finally it made a report to the House,
which deailt fully with everything per-
taining to the condition of the Service,
and certain schemes which were pro-
posed. The Committee was appointed
without any objection, as far as ho
knew, on the part of the Government,
and he assumed it was a regular pro-
ceeding, and that the Government of
Canada would be justified in consenting
to the course ho proposed to adopt.
This was not a party question. The
Reform party could well take itup, for
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it setmed to belong to their pro es-
sions. Conservatives also need not
hesitate to take it up, as it was a ques.
tion upon whieh all parties coald unite
for the public benetit. It was one in
which he considered ho was justified in
asking both the Government anI the
Opposition to assist hin. From cer-
tain public utterances on both sides of
the House and from private conversa-
tion lie felt that his motion would have
very general support. He moved:

" That a Select Committee be appointed to
enquire into the present condition of the
Civil Service and the method of nominatiug
and examining candidates for appointments,
with a view to ascertaining whether better
means cannot be adopted for securing the
appointment of properly qaalified persons
and the general effieiency of the Service;
with power to send for persons, papers and
records; said Committee to consist of Messrs.
Archibald, Aylmer, Charlton, Colby, De St.
Georges, Kirkpatrick, Killam, Macdougali
(Elgin), McDougall (Renfrew), Roscoe.
Wright *Pontiac), Churci, Paterson,
Burpee (Sunbury), and the mover, of whom
five shall be a quorum, and that said Con-
mittee have power to report to the House its
observations on the subject referred to it,
together with minutes of the evidence taken
before them."

Mr. MITCHELL moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

Motion to adjourn debate agrecd to.

It being Six o'elock, the Speaker left
the chair.

After Recess.

PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

TIIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were severally
considered in Committee of the Whole,
reported, read the third time, and passed.:

Bill (No. 30) To incorporate the
Union Marine Insurance Company Of
Halifax, Nova Scotia-(Mr. Jones
Halifax.)

Bill (No. 31) To authorize and pro-
vide for the winding up of the Metro-
politan Bank.-(Mr. Workmnan.)

Bill (No. 32) Respecting La Banque
Jacques Cartier.-(Mr Jetté.)

Bill (No. 45) To incorporate the St.
Lawrence and Pacifie Railway Ferry
Company.-(Mr. Jetté.)

Local Bills.(COMMONS.]
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QUEBEC BUILDING SOCIETIES
BILL.-[BILL No. 53.]

(.Mr. Jetté.)

SECOND, READING.

Mr. JETTÉ said the object of the
Bill was to grant to building socicties
in the Province of Quebec the same
privileges which were conferred on
these societies in, Ontario by the Act
of 1874. It was intended to prevent
the establishment of so many societies
as were now orgauized. Instead of
being obliged merely to have a declara-
tion signed by 20 or 25 persons, and
registered at the registry office, the
promoters of such societies would, under
its provisions, be compelled to apply
to the Government for letters patent.
These societies were also to be prohib-
ited from *receiving deposits to an
unlimited amount, as had been done
in the Province of Quebec for years
past. Deposits had been received
in such amounts as to imperil
the interests of depositors. He
knew of one society in Montreal
which, with only a paid-up capital of
$50,000, had received deposits to the
extent of at least $125,000; and the
shares of the society could be realized
upon at any moment, giving no security
to depositors. If the Bill became law,
it would only allow building societies
with a permanent paid-up capital of
8250,000 to receive deposits. The
lecessity for this legislation was, in
his opinion, shown by the petitions
sent to the House this Session on
behalf of one of these societies, whieh
was in difficulties, praying that the
Power of receiving deposits be refused
it; and asking that, in future, its
directors shall have no such power.
The Bill was drawn, he believed, in the
publie interest.

Mr. BLAIN suggested that a great
deal of time would be s'aved if this BiIl
wvas referred to the Committee, together
with the Government Joint Stock
Companies Bill. ie also believed that
a Bill had been introduced into the
Senate, with the object of increasing
the borrowing power of these societies
very considerably in excess of the
POWers capable of being granted under

the Joint Stock Companies Act, which
was before the Hlouse.

Mr. BLAKE said the House,
some years ago, had affirmed a principle-
with regard to building societies in
Ontario, which of course could be ap-
plied to such societies in the Province-
of Quebec. It had always occurred to-
him, that it would be a very great
advantage if it were possible to deal
with building societies by means of
general legislation based on principles
applicable to all the Provinces in which
they were established. He was not
aware that in the Province of Quebec,
as in Ontario, the old principle of
terminating societies had been practi-
cally done away with.

Mr. JETTÉ: No; it is not done
away with entirely.

Mr. IOLTON said the principle still
existed.

Mr. BLAKE said this was the case
in Ontario. Practically, there were now
no terminating societies in existence ;
but anycommon law passed in the House
in this regard, shotild be wide enough
to embrace societies of this description.
le did not doubt that permanent
societies were the true societies, and
attention should be more particularly
addressed to such legislation as would
contribute to the formation and main-
tenance of permanent societies on a
sound basis, and, whatever was the fate
of this Bill, it was worthy of the con-
sideration of the House and Committee
to sec whether tbey should not make a
general law based on sound principles,
which would be applicable to all such
societies throughout the Dominion.
General principles must be common to
such transactions in both the Provinces
of Quebec and Ontario, and it was cer-
tainly unfortunate that varying laws
on this subject should be placed on the
Statute-book each Session. For exam-
ple, an hon. member had alluded to the
fact that, in the other Chamber, a Bill
was introduced to give additional
powers to building societies, and in
this House his hon. friend from Peter-
borough had submitted a Bill giving ad-
ditional powers to building societies in
Ontario. This was not a creditable
state of things. They ought to frame

Quebec Buildinîg [MAacHi 14, 1877.j



700 KYon-Forfeitable Life

one incasure broad enough and yet
guarded enough to suit the circum-
stances of all the Provinces in this
respect.

Mr. JETTE said that two years ago
he had introduced a Bill almost identi-
cal with the present one, but the Fin-
ance Minister had requested hini not
to press it, because he would probably
introduce a Government measure on
the subject during the next Session.
In the meantime, a Bill had been
introduced with respect to building
mocieties in Ontario, and one of its
provisions limitod borrowing powers
Io societies having a pretty large cap-
ital. This was submitted to vote, and,
hâe beleved on motion of bis lion. friend
fron N orth Oxford (Mr. Oliver) it was
3o amended as to allow ail societies
having a paid-up capital of $40,000 to
receive deposits. He did not consider
this a sound principle; experience had
.since shown that such borrowing
powers should be restricted. He
thought tiat his Bill would cer-
tainly meet the exigencies of the
situation in the Province of Quebec
more than other Bills which had
been introduced. They wishod to
profit by the experience afforded
.during the past two years, and
business was at present so depressed,
that no one would complain if the
power of borrowing money, and of
receiving deposits in this relation, was
restricted.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said le inder-
stood that his hon. friend would be
then content with the second reading,
and consent to the Bill being con-
sidered along with the Government
Bill, or immediately subsequent to it.

Mr. JETTE: I have no objection to
that course.

Mr. OLIVER said it must be under-
stood that when this Bill passed its
second reading and was referred to
the proper Committee, any hon. gen-
tleman who differed from its prin-
ciple was not lebarred by this fact
from urging bis objections. le cer-
tainly objected to the principle of the
Bill, which he would oppose at a future
stage.

Bill read the second tune.
Mr. BLAKE.

NON-FORFEITABLE LIFE ASSUR-
ANCE POLICIES BILL.

[BILL No. 69.]

(3r. Trow.)

BILL WITHDRAWN.

Mr. TROW, in moving the second
reading of the Bill, said his object was
to give policy-holders a guarantee that
no advantage would be taken of then
by Insurance Companies on account of
some little informality or technicality
caused by their agents unknowi to
the policy-holders. The first clause
provided that,ifa policy-holder had paid
a premium for five years, there should
be no advantage taken by the company
in reference to an improper statement
as to bis age. He might not have
known it at the time, and, as a rule,
executors, trustees, or the widow and
family, were not in a position to prose-
cute, but were often compelled to make
a compromise and so were defrauded
of their just rights. The second clause
provided that the company should,
within thirty days, pay the amount
specified in the policy into the Court
of Chancery and that it should beau S
per cent. interest from that date. He
thought the result of this would be to
make companies pay sooner than they
would otherwise. The third clause
provided a security for an assignee
who had purchased a poliey in good
faith, and loaned money to the policy-
holder for it, and had paid the pre-
.mium for ten years with the sanction
of the compeny. Hc thought in that
case he should receive the amount. In
other transactions, lie was protected by
the law, and lie thought he also should
be protected in insurance matters.
Then, many young people were indue-
ed by agents of companies to insure
their lives, fancying that they might
be in circumstances to continue to pay
their premiums yearly. But, when
they started in life and had a family,
they became straitened in circunstan-
ces, and were not prepared to pay the
annual preiniums, and the consequence
was they forfeited the amount tby
had paid. In such a case, the compan.Y
ought to give a paid-up policy to the
value of the amount paid, and that was
provided for in the 4th clause. He pro.
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josed to make some amendments to th e
uill in Committee.

Mr. BLAIN said lie thought there
was a principle in the Bill which might
vcry well be considered. He believed
the botter class of insurance companies
did not raise these technical objections
to the payment of the amount of the
policy, after a certain number of pre-
miums had been paid. He suggested
that the Bill should be road the second
time and referred to the Committee
which had now under consideration the
Government Insurance Bill.

Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said he had no
doubt the object of the mover of the
Bill was excellent and laudable, but it
would be a very serious interference
with existing contracts, as it was to
affect all policies now in force. It
appeared to him that they could not
possibly entertain a proposition to in-
troduce quite novel conditions into
policies, covering such an enormous
amount of money and affecting such an
enormous variety of interest as that
covered by the life policies in existence
in Canada. There was something like
$80,000,000 now covered by these con-
tracts, and it seemed to him that they
could not vary the terms of existing
policies. As to what might be donc in
the future ho would express no opinion
at present.

-Mr. TROW said ho did not wish to
interiere with existing policies, but
only with those which might be made
hereafter.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it was clear that this measure could
not receive the sanction of the Logis-
lature, no matter whether it affected
existing or future policies. It was a
Bill to declare for Insurance Com-
panies the terms on which they should
insure. An Insurance Company made
a bargain with the insured, declaring
the terms. This measure would simply
stop or obstruct life insurance in this
country. By the first clause, no mat-
ter what fraud or dishonesty might
have been practised, the eompany
Would b deprived of any defence after
the premium had been paid for five
years. Another clause provided that,
Whenever a policy was assigned, if the

remmIm was paid for a certain num-
er of years, the amount must be paid,

even if the party had committed
suicide. That must be rejected on
moral grounds. They could quite
understand a party, after paying a
premium for some years, comnmitting
suicide, after assigning for the benetit
of his family. The whole Bill seemed
to be an attempt to force insurance
companies to issue policies just as this
Legislature thought they ought, in-
stead of leaving it a matter of bargain
between the insurer and the insured.
The fifth clause provided that, after a
forfeiture with the thirty days' grace
that was generally allowed by all
insurance companies, a lapsed policy
could be revived any time within a
year. One great source of profit to
insurance companies arose from the
lapse of policies, and that entered into
their calculations, and was the means
of reducing the premiums on the
policies. It seemed to him that the
whole Bill would be a most unwarrant-
able interference with the iiberty of
contract.

Mr. BLAKE said ho thought the
observations which had been made
would convince his hon. friend that it
was useless to ask the House to assent
to the second reading. Even if they
were disposed to affirm every clause in
reference to future contracts, they
could not, on very obvious principles,
alter the base of existing contracts in
these very important particulars. It
might be that advantage was some-
times taken of the condi tions of policies,
but they had been made conditions and
they formed elements in the calcula-
tions of the companies as to the general
rate of premium which they charged.
That was part of the profit which
enabled them to insure at the rate they
did, so that it would be out of the
question to alter the contracts as pro-
posed. It seemed to him that the
proper course would be for his hon.
friend to propose such amendments as
he desired, before the Committee on
Banking and Commerce or before the
House, to the Government Bill on Life
Insurance. There was but one ground
on which the interference of the Legis-
lature, in such a measure as this, was
logically defensible. They had deter-
mined that the business of life insurance
was one which they should take, to a
certain extent, under their supervision.

7Vn-Forfeitable Life
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If they licensed companies to do busi-
ness, they might see fit to state, to a
certain extent, the conditions on which
they should do business. It was there-
fore possible that the Legislature might
be induced to impose certain conditions
on the companies. He did not know
that any serious or widespread diffi-
eulties had arisen from the severe use
of stringent conditions in life insurance
policies; there had no doubt been some
,cases of hardship, but he believed that
the insurance policies under which
great hardship had arisen were
rather fire than life policies.
So serions were the mischiefs considered
by the Legislature of Ontario growing
out of the very stringent and difficult
-iondition of fire insurance policies, that
steps were taken some time ago to form
a Commission for the purpose of set-
tling the conditions of such policies. If
he remembered rightly it was provided
that no other conditions than those
made statutable should be binding,
unless the Judge, before whoin any
action regarding the policy came, should
determine that they were reasonable.
This provision was copied from the law
in England with reference to the condi-
tions imposed by railway companies.
The English law did not permit rail-
way companies to impose any condi-
tions on the character of the trade, and
no such conditions could be enforced
no matter how clearly they might be
agreed upon, if they appeared unrea-
sonable to the Judge. He wished to
call the attention of the hon. member
for Kingston to the fact that-if it was
within the range of possibility, as a
legislative proposition-if such mis-
chiefs resulted he might be disposed to
insert some such conditions; but he did
not desire to be understood as saying
that most of those conditions might
come within the purview of proper
legislative interference. Some of them
might. He would suggest that the
proper course would be to discharge
this order, and, if the hon. member
for South Perth (Mr. Trow) thought
any of the propositions were fit to,
be inserted in a Bill providing for
the future conduct of life insurance
tompanies, he might direct attention
to the fact in Committee by pro-
posing amendmente to the Govern ment

il.
Mr. BLAKE.

Mr. TROW said le had known cases
of great hardship resulting from the
present system. His only object in
introducing the Bill was for the inter-
est of the public. He had, however,
expected better treatment fbr the Bill ;
he anticipated that it would have a fair
hearing, or be submitted to the Com-
mittee for amendment if necessary.
Since it had met with the disapproba-
tion of the hon. member for South
Bruce (Mr. Blake), the hon. the Min-
ister of Finance, and more particularly
of the hon. member for Kingston,
(Sir John A. Macdonald), who was so
strong on protection, he thought be
must withdraw the Bill.

Order discharged and Bill withdrawn.

ONTARIO PERMANENT BTJILD-
INr SOCIETIES BILL.

[BILL No. 21.]

(Mr. Hall.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.

TRANSFER OF THE TRURO AND
PICTOU BRANC1HI RAILWAY.

RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED IN COM-
MITTEE.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolutions:-

"That it is expedient to authorize the
Governor in Council to make arrangements
for carrying out the transfer of the Truro
and Pictou Branch of the Intercolonial
Railway in pursuance of negotiations en-
tered into with the Governiment of Noya
Scotia, and the Halifax and Cape Breton
Railway and Coal Company under the resO-
lution passed by this House on the 19th May,
1874; and for that purpoee to provide-.

111. That the Paid Branchi Railway with
sufficient land for the purposes thereofand
the Stations and buildings thereon, but
without rolling stock, may be transferred
absolutely to the person or cormpany con-
structing a line of railway froi N ew Glas
gow to the Strait of Ganso, and providinl
sufficient rolling stock and appurtenance
for the same, and a proper Steam Ferry
across the said Strait, the whole to the
ratisfaction of the Minister of Publie Works.

"2. That temporary possession of Lhe
said Branch Railway may be eiven te the
person or Companyf with whomn the Noya
Setia Government yah have contracte
for the construction of the said extension to

Business.(COMMNOKS.]
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the said Strait, and the establishment of the
said Steam Ferry, as soon as such person
or Company shall have expended not less
than $400,000 on the work to the satisfac-
tion of the said Minister of Public Works;
subject to immediate resumption of the said
Branch Railway by the Government of
Canada and repayment of the net earnings
thereof, in case of failure to fulfil the con-
itions aforesaid, by such person or Coni-

pany, who shall give proper security for the
fulfilment thereof and for the payment of
ail damages resulting from such failure, to
the satisfaction of the Minister; such failure
also operating the avoidanc1 of any arrange-
ment for the absolute transfer of the said
Branch Railway."

(In the Committee.)
Mr. MACKENZIE said these reso-

lutions were proposed in order to
carry out the proposal which was
authorized in the Session of 1874,
by which power was given to the
Government to negotiate with a coin-
pany or individuals who would he
willing to construct a railwa y
from the vicinity of New Glasgow,
eastwards, toward Cape Breton. An
effort was made to obtain an extension
as far as Louisburg or some other port
in that neighbourhood, but it failed,
although certain English capitalists
nade an offer to carry the extension

in that direction. Another attempt
was made, based on a second Order in
Council, but it also failed because no
recognised offer was made from any
company to perform the work. It was
finally agreed, in accordance with the
views of the Nova Scotia Government,
that the Truro and Pictou road should
be given for the purpose of securing
railway extension to the Gut of Canso,
they undertaking also to providelsteam
ferry across the straits. When a
similar proposal was under considera-
tion vith regard to the Windsor branch,
the Western Counties Railway
Company undertook under the
Order in Council of the 22nd
or 30th October, 1873, to carry
that out and the negotiations were
direct with this Governmont. In the
present case, the Nova Scotia Gorern-
ient advertised for tenders for the

construction of the work, and Messrs.
Abbot & Co., of Brockville, got a bonus
of $7,945 to build the road on condi-
tion of obtaining the transfer of the
Truro and Pictou-Branch. The Order in
Council was recapitulated in the pre-

amble of the Bill which he proposed to
found on the resolutions. He would,
of course, give any explanations that
any hon. member required. Meantime
he moved the passage of the resolutions.

Mr. PALMER said he would like to
bring to the notice of the House and
to the notice of the Ministry the exact
position of the question as ho under-
stood it. If tbey were in the position
that it was necessary to give this rail-
road away, in order to get a lino from
New Glasgow to the Gut of Canso, in
his opinion great injustice would be
donc not only to the island of Cape
Ereton but to the whole Dominion.
That portion ot the island in which
Sidney was situated was of the very
greatest public importance. ['he har-
bour of Louisburg was situated on the
dividing lino of the route between the
great ports of Canada on the one side
and Europe on the other. The climate
of this country was such that the navi-
gation of the St. Lawrence was open
only one half of the year. But the
northern portion of the island of Cape
Breton could be reached as well in
winter as in summer, and it was of the
utmost importance that a railroad
should be carried through there. If.
however, the Government gave away
the Truro and Pictou Branch, and thon
only got the road extended to Canso,
the result would not be as beneficial as
they supposed. He thought the policy
of the Government should be to deepen
the canals so that vessels could go
down to Sidney. He would have liked
to have seen the Baie Verte Canal built,
but that question was not under dis-
cussion now. He thought that the
Welland Canal ought to be deepened to
14 feet at the earliest possible moment.
He felt confident that the trade done
by vessels between 300 and 400 tons
burthen would increase to an enormous
extent, for they would be in immediate
connection with these vast coal fields
at this point. He held that there was
no port of the Dominion of Canada so
far out of the lino as the port of St.
John, yet he believed that, that being
a port whore there was Lereat capacity
for building ships, no other port was
so much interested in this question, for
directly trade w-as commenced on the
Baie Verte Canal there would be much
demand for ships. He appealed to the
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members of the Government, and of-the Mr.
louse, wbether it would not be botter, I much t

before they made any arrangemegts not be
in reference to the giving away of the pui
this railroad, to endeavour to make He bel
some arrangement by which it could whieh
be carried to Louisburg or Sidney parties
Harbour. The distance was 82 miles Une to
only from Canso to Louisburg or had fai
Sidney. If the contractors had the would
rolling stock, which properly belonged thing
to that portion of the line, they would arrang
undertake to build it on to St. Peter, the pur
about 35 miles. Hie held that neither whet he
this Government, nol' any other Gov- recel vc
ernment had the riglit to give away ment o:
the property of Canada in order to so diate p
largely bonefit Cape Breton only. lie would 1
sax( this, not from, any feeling of for tran
hostility towards the people of Cape vision o
Breton, but ho was sure that they believe
would tax toemsolves for the prpose of had a 
building the balance, which was somne Icase.J
50 miles. t had ec proposed t'at th gneral
royalty on the mines, whinh belonged voiee in
to the Government of Nova Seoti was pos
should b given towards that portion remoto
of the railway. ws held that before by the
the negotiation as consummated, obtain a
th move rnment oug t to b directed to than th
sec how far the Province of Nova Sco- might c
tia would sacrifice its royalty upon its ing fie
coal, and how far the inhabitants of ths cou:
Sidney and the suirounding towns, a much
would be willing to tax themselves for it was at
raising funds in order to carry on the dition o
railroad. The resuit would be that the vould b
port would be 180 miles nearer Europe transfer
than Halifax, besides the former being ernment
a botter port, as vessels would not have interests
to go such a long distance in the fod. Mr. N
Steamers could thon go into port ai- the rod
most immiediately aftfr they made the gene
land on the Amorîcan continenvt. The rates ao
distance by rail would be about 100 ject to t
miles more, and this wvas a very im- Railway
p)ortanxt matter so far as the mails would Lx
were concernied. c run i

ment ro
Mr. UACKENZIE said the <overn- Bil pron

ment could not get the peopleo to build of the ro
tho roa,ýd themselves, and it becamo a certainly
question whethor it would not advance any part
the interests of that place, as hoe had no made a 1
doubt it wouid, by having the road ex- 'vhich ti
tended to the Straits, and in the mean- proceed
timb ferry across in the expectation of road. T
a further extension within a rcasonaboe culty ina
time. eod wit

Mfr. PAL~MER.

Pictou Brawk Rilway.

TUPPER said he regretted very
o learn that the Government had
en able to utilize this work for
-pose for which it was intended.
ieved every exertion vas maadc
could be made to induce the
receiving this Truro and Pictou

extend it. That effort, however,
led, and ho did not know that it
be possible to accomplish any-
more than by the proposed
ement. He rose, however, for
pose of asking the First Minister
r the company which was to
this line-although the Govern-

t Nova Scotia held an interme-
osition in this arrangement-
have to agree that the charges
sit would be under the super-
f the general Government. He
d that the general Railvay Act
rovision that would meet the

He certainly believed that the
Government shonld have a
fixing the rates of transit. h

sible, and perhaps not in a very
future, that the views advanced
ion. member for St. John might
great deal more consideration

ey did at present. The time
ome when the question of utiliz-
very nearest points between

ntry and Europe would become
more important question than
present. In view of such a con-
things arising, ho thought it

e judicious to provide for the
of this road back to the Gov-
, if it became desirable in the
of the whole Dominion.

MACKENZIE said of course
would be under the control of
ral Government; the tariff of
d other matters would be sub-
ho provisions of the general
Act. If this were not so, it

impossible for the road t>
n connection with the Govern-
d. There was no clause in the
iding for the re-acquirenent
ad. That was a matter which

had not been suggested by
y, and thereforo it was not
part of the agreement under
he present company agreed to
with the construction of the
here was a groat deal of difli-
getting the company to pro-
h the construction, even under
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the present arrangement. They insist-
ed in the first place upon getting imme-
diate possession of the Pictou Branch.
This the Government declined. They
then proposed to give security for the
performance of the contract to the
Local Government, but this was also
declined. It was finally agreed that,
upon the expenditure of a certain sum
of money, the railway to Truro would
be given up, subject, however, to the
condition that, if the road was not
finished in a certain time, it would be
re.occupied by the Government. He
thought every precaution had been
taken whereby the arrangements
might be carried out.

Mr. MITCHELL said the arrange-
ment was one of the worst which the
Government could enter into, looking
at the future of tlfe Maritime Provinces,
although it might be that his views
were not in harmony with those of
hon. gentlemen sitting beside him.
The road was connected with the great
Gulf system, the St. Lawrence system,
tmd the Intercolonial Railway, and,
this being so, it was very ill-advised to
hand it over from the Government to
a private company. The whole coal
system of Nova Scotia, and also the
inter-provincial trade with the west
would be affected by this line. If ho
stood alone, lie would vote against the
resolution. There was no responsi-
bility upon the G>vernment to extend
the railway system of Nova Scotia, and
the precedent would be a very embaras-
sing one for future Governments. He
would rather see an additional penny a
pound on tea, something additional on
whiskey, or an additional 21 per
Cent. additional on all imports, in order
tO provide funds to enable the Govern-
ment to go on with the extension them-
selves, rather than that the line should
be given over to a private company.
The policy, he held, was a most per-
n eious one. While he thought the
Government were not amenable to
reason or argument, but only to a vote
which would leave them il] a minority,
be would oppose the measure at every
stage.

Mr1. T UPPER said the hon. mem-
ber was too late in bis objections, for
the matter. had already been settled.
The arrangement bad been made

45

under the sanction of the House. and
no hon. member at that time voted
agafnst the proposal.

Mr. MITCHELL said ho never
voted for it.

Mr. TUPPER said lie was afraid
the hon. gentlemen who had
made the arrangement had a
precedent established by the late
Government, of which the hon.
member for Northumberland was a
member. The hon. member would
remember that, before they left office,
a similar question came before the
late Government, and, after due deli-
beration, they arrived at the conclu-
sion, which he still thought was a
sound conclusion, that the interests of
the country would be promoted by
utilizing every branch railway for the
purpose of extending the railway sys-
teni. le held that the construction
and operation of every mile of railway
in the Dominion was a direct benefit
to the Government. It was impos-
sible to construct and operate a mile
of railway in any section without
increasing trade and business, and
consequently revenue, and, therefore,
the Government had an important
object in view in taking measures
which would increase the revenue. It
was under that belief that the late
Government established the policy of
utilizing branches or sections of rail-
way, not necessarily required in con-
nection with the great trunk lines of
communications, and why they gave
the Western Counties Branch to any
company which would extend the
railway to Annapolis and Yarmouth.
He was, therefore, quite prepared to
approve of the policy of the Govern-
ment. He would be glad it a clause
similar to that adopted between the
Governments of Nova Scotia and the
Windsor and Annapolis road when a
large subsidy was given by the Pro-
vinco towards the construction of the
line, would be embraced in the pres-
ont arrangement, by which the Gov-
ernment could, if they desired, at any
time resume the possession of the
road upon certain conditions.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said that, if
the present or any Government would
uiidertake to build the road to Canso,
and to voi-k it, it would be a profitble
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enterprise, but the hon. member for
Northumberland (Mr. Mitchell) would
admit there was no great prospect
of such a proposal obtaining the
sanction of Parliament. The same
principle applied with respect to
the extension of the road from
Newcastle to Canso as that under
the late Government with regard
to extending the road from Amherst
to Yarmouth. There was no probability
of receiving funds in Nova Scotia to
construct a line to Canso. The people
of Cape Breton naturally wanted com-
munication with the capital by the
shortest and most direct route. If the
Government, by transferring the line,
would onable an extension to be made
to Canso, whereby the greatest facilities
would be given to the people of Cape
Breton, it would be a step in the right
direction. He was satisfied that the
people of Cape Breton and the eastern
section of Nova Scotia would be greatly
benefited by having the road constructed
at once.

Mr. MACDONNELL said ho looked
upon the adoption of the resolution
as a foregone conclusion. The
arrangement was adopted by the
House only about a year ago; it was
not carried out by the Government,
but by the good-will and sense of the
House. In regard to the statement of
the bon. member for Northumberland
that the road from Shediac to St. John
was transferred in a similar manner to
a private company, he might remark
that, if such vas the decision of the
House it was fully competent to take
such action. le eoncurred with the
view of the bon. member for St. John
that, if it were possible to have the
road extended to Louisburg, the natural
and proper harbour on the American
continent for communication between
the two hemispheres, it would be
desirable. At all events, they desired
to get as far as possible, and, if they
reached the Strait of Canso, it would
assist in the extension of the road to a
more distant point. He objected to
the insinuations as to bis conduct which
had been thrown out by the hon. mem-
ber for Northumberland, (Mr. Mit-
cheI) and he challenged him to
make his statements broadly *and
openly.

Mr. JoNEs.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton) said
he agreed with the hon. member for
Northumberland in his viuw of the
question. fie believed the Government
should have retained possession of the
road and extended it as a Government
road to Louisburg, and he regretted
that the hon. the Premier had not been
able to carry out what was required,
though ho observed from some corres-
pondence that the hon. gentleman had
donc all in bis power to carry out the
projeet. It was desirable that railway
accommodation should be afforded to
the people of Cape Breton, who had
been deprived of it by the action of the
Provincial Government. Ie under-
stood that the hon. the Premier had
used his utmost efforts for a time to
utilize the Truro and Pictou Branch so
as to secure that boon tò the people of
Cape Breton, but had yielded bis
views to those of Mr. Annand of the
Local Government and assumed bis
share of responsibility. Although
the population numbered about ninety
thousand, they had no railway com-
inunication with the rest of the Do-
minion, from which theywere entirely
cut off. It would be well if the bon
the Premier could insert a clause in
the Bill to give power to this or any
future Government to re-acquire the
road, and perhaps such an arrangement
could be made with the company, even
at this late day. He observed that a
Minute of Council passed in February,
1876, provided for the building of the
road to West Bay, a distanco of sixteen
or twenty miles on the other side of
the Strait of Canso. Tenders were
invited by the Local Government last
summer with the view of carrying the
road thirty-five miles on the other side
of the Strait towards Louisburg, pro-
vided they obtained the rolling-stock
of the Truro and Pictou Branch. ie
urged the Government to do so now
and thus show their good intentions
towards Cape Breton. When the road
was carried 35 miles into Cape Breton
it could be extended to Louisburg. The
Government was giving away the road
which cost three millions dollars for
the purpose of having it extended to
the Strait. If they refused to give a
subsidy for a road from the Strait to
Louisburg, be feared there would not
be a railroad through the island for

Pictou -Branch -Raülway.
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years to come. He hoped that the hon.
the Premier would make renewed
efforts to have the lino pushed to a
further point-to Louisburg.

Mr. MITCHELL said he had no in-
tention of making insinuations against
the hon. member for Inverness. He
op posed the policy of tho Administra-
tion on the ground that they proposed
to surrender a great public work which
formed a branch in the communication
between Halifax and the west, which
would be roquired in the future. In
regard to the hon mnember for Inver-
iess, the press said ho had a Judgeship
in view. Our trade from Lake Erie to
Halifax would be embarrassed by the
fact that the Government had given to
a private company one great link in
the communication between Toronto
and Halifax; and in the future the
Government would be obliged to pay a
large sum to re-acquire the property
which they were now giving away.

Mr. KILLAM said he was very glad
to hear his hon. friend from Cape Bre-
ton state that the Government had
done all in their power to extend the
railway as far as Louisburg. He had
taken great interest in the matter from
the first, and he had looked into it very
thoroughly. The hon. member re-
marked that the Local Government
of Nova Scotia vas somewhat
to blame for not having taken
ýsteps to extend the railway to Louis-
burg. le was not there to defend
the Local Government, but he thought
they had donc all they could do under
the circumstances. flowever, if the
county of Cape Breton and the
county of Sydney had made a grant to
the extent of $200,000, the county of
:Richmond $60,000 or $70,000, the
county of Antigonish about $100,000,
the county of Pictou $200.000 and
Halifax $400,000, which it had pro-
mised to the Nova Scotia Railway
Company, and afterwards repudiated,
a sufficiently large subsidy, in addition
to what was already received, would
have been obtained to build the rail-
way to Louisburg. He only won-
derod that gentlemen who were so
mnuch interested in the road, and who
were so anxious to see it built,
had not thought of this before. le had
brought it to their notice. The Gov-

ernment of Nova Scotia had offered
for the construction of the lino as large
a subsidy in moncy, land, and min-
erals as possibly could be expected,
and a much larger subsidy than any
other Province had given to any rail-
way corporation. He would like to
ask the Minister of Public Works, with
reforence to the Windsor Branch
transfer, wbat temporary arrange-
ments had been made under the
Act of 1874, for the working of the
lino until it was handed over to
the West Counties Railway Company ;
and whether it was distirctly under-
stood that these arrangements termin-
ated when the road was so handed
over. He believed that this company
was nearly ready to take it over, as
the lino was about three-fourths com-
ploted.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this was
scarcely the time to ask such a ques-
tion. The arrangement was simply
that the old lease should continue,
until the West Counties Railway
Company would be in condition to
take the road over. le had a
recollection of the company wish-
ing to get possession of the Wind-
sor Brancb, before any of their own
lino was in operation, but this he had
declined to sanction. As soon as the
road was completed to a point from
which it could communicate, even by
water, with Annapolis, thore would be
no objection, he thought, to the Govern-
ment giving over the road to the West
Counties Railway Company, and, when
they were prepared to take it and
work it under the terms of the Act,
the lease would cease to be in operation
with the Windsor and Annapolis
Company.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
he did not think that the people of the
island of Cape Breton were entirely
satisfied with the transfer of the road,
by which the lino would be only com-
pleted to the Strait of Canso. They
had expected greater things at the
hands of this and the late Government.
But, as neither the one nor the other
had seen fit to take the building of the
road into their own hands, as far as the
port of Louisburg, he presumed they
would have to be content with what
they had obtained, at any rate for the



703 Transfer of the Truro and [COMMONS.]

present. He did notthink it wise on the
part of this Government to allow the
line to go out of their hands. It would
have been far preferable, in his opinion,
if this line had been undertaken as a
Government work, but stil 1 the Govern-
ment had not lookod upon the question
in this light ; he could not but state,
however, his appreciation of tho ear-
nestness and desire evinced by the
Government, and more especially
by the Premier, to have the road
run as far as possible, and if
practicable to the harbour of Louis-
burg. He did not think the Govern-
ment looked upon the work from a
sufficiently national point of view ; and
he believed they would, before long,
consider the advisability of construct-
ing the lino to Louisburg, by means of
which we would be brought some 180
miles nearer the northern country
than now was the case. A great many
arguments could bc offfered in favour of
building the line to Louisburg, but ho
would not then dilate upon thein; this
was neither the time nor the occasion
for doing so. He was rather amused
to hear the hon. members for North-
umberland (Mr. Mitchell) and St.
John (MNir. Palmer) state they were
perfectly willing to have, and dosirous
of having, the public funds employed
to build the lino all the way to Louis-
burg. Why had not the hon. gentle-
man from Northumberland taken
this course four or five years ago,
when ho could not only have ex-
pressed these views, but also produced
some practical result. When a mem-
ber ot the late Government, the hon.
gentleman should have advocated these
views. If this had been done, ho was
very sure that little difficulty would
have been experienced in having this
line undertaken as a publie work, from
New Glasgow to the port of Louisburg.
This was the first time ho had under-
stood that the hon. gentleman, either
as a private member or as a member
of the late Government, favoured the
building of this line as a national Gov-
ernment work. The hon. member for
St. John was also disposed to be very
lavish of the country's money, and was
of the same opinion as the hon. member
for Northumberland. He perfectly
agreed with the hon. member for St.
John, but the hon. gentleman should

Mr. MACK&Y.

have expressed those views when tho
would have had more weight. The
transfer of the branch lino was mado
with the express understanding that it
was to be made use of for the purpose
of completing the lino eastward
towards Louisburg. He believed that
this vas inserted in the Minute of
Council. He understood, however,
that it was now contemplated to divert
the lino from the direct easterly course
to a southern direction, in order to
serve certain local interests. On behalf
of his constituency, which was perhaps
the most wealthy, and certainly the
most populous, as well as the most
easterly portion of the island of Cape
Breton, he protested against any devi-
ation from the direct lino. The devi-
ation in question would also lengthen
the distance between the contemplated
terminus and the town of New
Glasgow. It would also be very detri-
mental to the future prospects of
the port of Louisburg. The Govern-
ment had àgroed to hand over this
lino and, on this understanding,
the contractors had begun operations.
Under the cireumstances ho thought
that, after all, not a great deal would
be said against this arrangement at
present. He regretted that this had
not been made a national work, but at
the same time the Government, and the
Premier especially, had endeavoured
to have the lino built all the way to
Louisburg, with the aid of the resources
placed in their hands by the vote of
the House.

Mr. MITCHELL said he wished to
correct one or two statements made
by the hon. momber (Mr. MacKay).
He would distinctly state that, when a
Minister of the Crown, ho had never
sanctioned such a transfer of this line,
as far as ho vas aware ; if it was done,
lie had no recollection of it. He could
not remember that the late Govern-
ment had ever compromised them-
selves as to the giving up) of the
Pictou and Truro Branch ex-
tension eastward to the Strait
of Canso, Of one thing ie was
positive-if any such proposition was
made, lie opposed il. He had always
thought that the Government sholild
have built the Pictou and Truro Braincli
as an integral part of the Intercolonia 1
Railway, and of the water systeli

Pictouý BranchRicy
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rom the St. Lawrence to the great
port of Halifax. The hon. gentleman
Lad chosen to allude to his statement
that he would rather have had the
Government corne down and ask for
the necessary sum of moncy, even if it
involved some additional taxation, to
build the road to the Strait of Canso
than to sec given up this branch, which
hc looked upon as an important arterial
point connecting the St. Lawrence
system with the Dominion system.
The hon. gentleman asked why he
did not advocate this view when
a member of the late Government.
But ho had never pretended that Le
had held that the Government should
do this. He had. however, said that
rather than sec the Government give
uI) the Pictou and Traro line, so im-
portant in his opinion as a means of
intercolonial communication, lie would
prefer to have money voted for the
extension of the road eastward to the
Strait of Canso; but he hai never for
a moment contended that the Govern-
ment should build this road. He
desired, as much as anyone, to sec the
island of Cape Breton, one of the most
fertile and valuable portions of the
Dominion, secure railway communica-
tion, and every facility the country
could reasonably afford to extend to it,
with due consideration for other parts
of the Dominion, but he did not think
that the hon. gentleman had had any
particular claims on the late Gov-
ernment, or any reason to ask
them to do more than they did
for the island of Cape Breton. The
island under the late Administra-
tion had received its fair share of
public improvements, and he thouglit
it came with bad grace from any hon.
gentleman to say that the late Govern-
had failed in the performance of any
duty which devolved upon them in
this regard. He would vote against
the resolution if he so voted alone.

Mr. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.) said lie
was glad to see that railway communi-
kation was being extended, even as
far as the Strait of Canso; but Le
would like to see the railway built as
far as Louisburg, which had a fine
harbour, open all the year round.
This might fairly be considered a
national intercolonial work. He quite
agreed with what had been said by the

hon. miember for Northumberland with
regard to the giving up of the Pictou
and Truro road. He thought that this
was a great mistake. Almost all the
coal from the coal-fields of Pictou would
pass over this lne, which, he presumed,
was the best paying portion of the Inter-
colonial Railw-ay. The Government was
undertaking to give up a road which
had cost two and a half millions of
dollars' to a line which was entirely
local, and he only hoped that in future
when application was made for assist-
ance to Provincial branch railways, the
Government would not say they had
nothing to do with undertakings of an
entirely Provincial character.

Mr. KIRK said the hon. member for
Northumberland (Mr. Mitchell) should
have advocated the extending of a rail-
way froin New Glasgow to Louisburg as
a Government work when the question
came before the Parliament in 1874.
When it was found that, owing to
the financial condition of the
country, the Government could not
possibly afford to build the road to
Louisburg, the next best thing was to
accept the present arrangements. This
branch was only forty miles in length,
and its transfer had secured the con-
struction of eighty additional miles of
road, giving railway accommodation tco
over 150,000 people. The road would
consequently not be thrown away. The
Government had taken the necessary
precautions to sec that the line would
be properly worked, and, if this was not
donc as cheaply as the Government
could do it, at all events 150,000 peo-
ple would be accommodated, and the
Government consequently deserved
great credit for the course taken.

Mr. DAVIES said that Prince Ed-
ward Island desiired a complete railway
system. He could see no objectioe to
the action of the Government in this
connection. It was very well
known that the Government had
laid itdown as their fixed policy not to
give subsidies towards railways in the
Provinces, and this being the case,
railway extension to the Strait ot'
Canso could not be secured without
some such inducement as that proposed.
This was not part of a main road, but
simply a branch. Of course, any com-
pany building an eastern extension
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would not allow the road to lie idle,
and,if the road was extended to L-ais-
burg, and this was to be the point for
the embarkation of passengers, it would
be the interest of the company, as
much as it would be the interest of the
Government, to keep the lino open.
They knew that these roads werc a
very great charge on the revenue, and
he did not doubt that these fifty-two
miles of railway caused a loss of at
least $250 a mile annually, and conse-
quently the public would not suffer,
but be the gainers by the transfer.

Resolution agreed to and ordered to
be reported.

House resumed.
Resolution reported.

Mr. MACKENZIE introducod a Bill
(No. 82) To authorize the transfer of
the Truro and Picton Branch of the
Intercolomal Railway to the person
or company constructing a lina of rail-
way from New Glasgow to the Strait
of Canso, and providing a proper ferry
across the Strait.

Mr. TUPPER said he would suggest
that the hon. the First Minister should
consider the point raised about insert-
ing a clause to empower the Govern-
ment to resume possession of the road
on certain conditions. His own im-
pression was that no objection would
be made to such a clause, and it could
do no possible harm.

Mir. MITCEIELL said he could see
no possible object for the clause. It
was either right to give away the rond
or it was wrong. It was his impres-
sion that it was a very impolitic step
to take-that it was in fact suicidal,
and was going to lead to great embar-
rassment in the future.

Mr. MACDONNELL said he
thought it would be dangerous to insert
such a clause as had been suggested.
They had passed a resolution already
in accordance with the Bill and ar-
rangements had been made to carry
out the agreement.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the matter
could be considered before the Bill
arrived at its next stage. He would,
however, make no promise. His im-
pression was that it would be very
difficult to insert such a clause just
now.

Mr. DAVIEs.

MIr. DOMVILLE said he was very
much interested in the welfare of the
people of the Lower Provinces, and ho
did not think that they were going to
be benofitted by the stops which the
Governmont proposed to take. lie
did not think it wise to give away the
Truro and Pictou Branch. If a road
could not be built in any other way lie
would have been favourable to a reas-
onable subsidy, but to take that
branch railway and hand it over to
a private corporation which had not
shown its ability to fulfil its agree-
ment, was, to say the least, imprudent.
The hon. the First Minister said the
road would cost $2,500,000. Well,
suppose it did. A great many rail-
roads required a little assistance, and
this was just as much entitled to a
subsidy as any other.

Bill read the first tine.

EXTRADITION OF CRIMINALS
BIILL.-[BILL No. 65.]

(1Mr. Blake.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. BLAKE said the Bill explained
itself tolerably well. It was one to
make general provision for the carry-
ing out of all Extradition Treaties made,
or to be made, between Great Britain
and foreign states, extending to
Canada. There had been for a great
many years a measure on the Statute-
book relating to extradition so far as
the United States was concerned.
Attempts to repeal that Act had been
made during several Sessions since its

passage, but up to this time there had
been no effective legislation on the
subject. It was expected that the
negotiations which had been so long
pending with the United Stites would
result in the conclusion of a new con-
vention. In that event the law now
on the Statute-book, which was enacted
with special reference to the stipula-
lations' of the Ashburton Treaty,
would at once cease to be operative,
and we would be thrown upon the
Imperial Act of 1870, which had been
recognized in the Legislature of this
country on more than one occasion,
as inadequate to our peculiar condi-
tion. It therefore seemed essential, in
;iew of the probability of the Ashbur.

Crimtinals Bill.(COM MONS. ]
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ton Treaty being superseded by a ne'v
convention, that this Session should noi
pass without the enactment of a law
which should be operative with refer
ence to that convention. The general
lines of the Bill were taken from the
Imperial Act of 1870, with several im-
provements suitable to the circum-
stances of Canada. The procedure was
simplified and made more elastie.
There was no condition whatever for
preliminary or diplomatic proceed-
ings on the part of the Government,
but, following out the lines of the old
Act of the Province of Canada, the
procedure was entirely judicial until
the time arrived at which the magis-
trate determined whether the prisoner
should be committed for extradition.
Thon the case came before the Govern-
ment for consideration, and, upon the
requisition of the foreign state being
received, it was determined whether
the warrant should go for the surrender
of the prisoner or not. The more
complicated double procedure of the
Imperial Act, which was entirely un-
suited for this country, was not
followed out. Upon points which had
recently come very prominently into
controversy between Great Britain
and the United States, the measure
did not propose any new de-
parture. It was not, however,
in this particular, precisely what
he would have desired had he
been proposing a measure under other
circumstances. But it was not thought
expedient, in view of pending negotia-
tions, to propose any departure from
the hnes of the Imperial Act. There-
fore, with reference to dealing with
political offences, the provision was
similar to that in the Imperial Act.
It prescribed that no man should be
surrendered for a political offence if
it appeared that his surrender was
sOught in order that lie should be tried
for some other offence. With reference
to the freedom froft immunity or
prosecution in Canada of persons
surrendered by a foreign State, the
provision was an clastie one. It was
to the effect that no person should be
tried for any other offenco than that
for which he had been extradited. It
Provided that the stipulations of the
Convention should be observed and
that a prisoner should not be liable to

prosecution contrary to the treaty.
That was as far as it vas deemed
prudent to go. Should legislation take
place in Great iBritain, looking to a
general law on this subject, it would
be necessary that our law should har-
monize with it; but the Government
did not think it would be properly
discharging its duty without intro-
ducing a law which could go into effect
the moment the Extradition Treaty
was made with the United States, as
he hoped it shortly would bc.

Bill read the second tine.

JOINT STOCK COMPANIES
AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 67.]

(r. Cartwright.)
sECOND READING.

ACT

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the amend-
ments were those which had been
proposed mainly by the Committee on
Banking and Commerce, which, as hon.
gentlemen would remember, had occas-
ioned considerable discussion. He
proposed that no company should go
into the business of borrowing money
until it had a paid-up capital of
$100,000 at least, and that it should
not borrow more than four times tho
amount of its paid-up capital. The
Bill would be similar to the Ontario
and the English Bills, in that
companies could take advantage
of the generat law more than now,
instead of being under the necessity
of securing Private Bills when they
required to chan-ge their names.
Power would also be given-the
clause being taken from the Ontario
Act-to allow Supplementary Letters
Patent, extending the powers of the
company in any provisions which
came within the lawful purview of the
Act. There were a!so certain provis-
ions introduced with respect to the
word "limit." There had been some
trouble to get minor details in order
to facilitate the incorporation of com-
panies, but those had botter be dis-
cussed in the Select Committee.

Bill read the second tine.
House adjourned at

ien minutes after
Ten ô'chqek.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, l5th Mfarch, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

WAYS AND MEANS-CONCUR-
IREXCE-THE TARIFF.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming adjourned debate
on the proposed motion of Mr. Cart-
wright for the second reading of
Resolution 1, reported from the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, the motion
of Sir John A. Macdonald in amend-
ment thereto, and the motion of Mr.
Wood in amendment to the said
proposed amendment, read.

Mr. MILLS said he had noticed that
several hon. gentlemen on the opposite
side, while discussing the original
motion and the amendment moved by
the hon. member for Kingston, said
that they did not involve any question
of free trade or protection-that thsee
questions were apart from the motions
which were at present before the
House, and that the question, at all
events the amendment of the hon.
member for Kingston, should be con-
sidered quite independent of any
consideration of that sort. He
had noticed, however, that the hon.
member for Kingston did not himself
take that view; and ho observed that
this debate had taken a very wide
range, and that, not on ly had every con-
ceivable question connected with the
finances of the country been discussed,
but also every conceivable question
connected with the present Adminis-
tration. He did not himself make any
objection to the discussion taking this
very wide range. He thought, when
the amendments made involved the
question of want of confidence in the
Administration, that it was not wholly
foreign to the motion before the House,
whatever might be the words embraced
in that motion, to consider the
general policy of that Administration;
and he thought that, when the House
was cahed upon to vote want of confi-
dence in the Government for the time
being, they had also before them the
question as to what would be likely to
be the policy of their opponents were

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

they successful in displacing them on
the Treasury benches. They were
therefore called upon, ho thought very
properly, to consider many questions
besides those involved in the motion
itself. The hon. member for Terre-
bonne (Mr. Masson) gat e the House,
the other evening, a glowing eulogy
upon his own consistency as a public
man in connection with this ques.
tion. That hon. gentleman, in fact,
pointed out what ho (Mr. Mills)
thought most hon. members knew
before, that ho (Mr. Masson) was
content in his consistency-that he
was prepared to follow where
the hon. member for Kingston might
lead. The hon. gentleman told the
louse that he was not a new convert

to the principle of protection-that he
was, in fact, an old stager in this
respect, that ho had considered the
subject for a long time, that ho had
stated it in ali its bearings, and
that he had long ago come to the
conclusion that a protection policy was
a policy in the interest of the country.
The hon. gentleman told the House
what the hon. member for Kingston
had advocated in a speech made at
Toronto in 1872. The hon. gentleman
told the louse how the hon. member
for Kingston had then-and ho read
extracts from the speech made at that
time-at so early a period in his poli-
tical career propounded to the people
of Canada a protective tariff. The
hon. gentleman said that that proposi-
tion met with his approval at the
time, and that he had always had a
very great deal of confidence in the
hon. member for Kingston from that
time forth.

Mr. MASSON: I did not say that.
My confidence in the hon. member for
Kingston does not date from 1872.

Mr. MILLS said then ho was to
understand that the hon. gentleman had
confidence in the lion. member for
Kingston before ho propounded a prO-
tective policy, and quite. apart from
any consideration of that sort. That
was not the impression that the speech
of the hon. gentleman on Tuesday
evening was calculated to leave upon
the minds of hon. members of this
House, although he thought, if they
looked closely into what the hon. gen-

[COMMONS.]
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tieman said, they would sce that what
he now said afier all fairly and accu-
rately represented his opinions, that,
contrary to what ho recently said, he
would, as he had before 1872, support
the member for Kingston, protection
or no protection. The hon. gentleman
said it was quite true that the hon.
member for Kingston did not under-
take to give effect to this policy-that
lie had practically abandoned it after
the elections of 1872 were over ; but he
told the House that the hon. member
for Kingston was quite justified in that
eourse--that a Committee of the House
bad been appointed on the application
of one of the hon. members for Hamil-
ton, which reported that the various
branches of manufacturing industries
of Canada were in a prosperous condi-
tion, antid that being in a prosperous
condition the hon. member (Sir John
A. Macdonald) was quite justified in
not proposing a protective policy for
the consideration of Parliament. But
the hon. gentleman said there was an
entirely different condition of things
at the present time-that there was
a deficiency in the public revenue, that
our Customs duties were not so large as
they ought to be, that we were deriving
less revenue from this source than we
ought to obtain, and that, that being
the case, ho (Mr. Masson) declared
that a protective policy ought to be
pursued at this moment. This seemed
ta be the rather inconsequential line
of argument of the hon. gentleman.
What was his (Mr. Masson's) position ?
It was this: that the revenue had
largely fallen off. Why? Because
the importations had decreased; there
were fewer goods imported into Canada
than in 1872 and 173; that, in fact,
the diminution of importations showed
that our commercial men-our traders
and the consumers, not our manufac-
turers-were in a less prosperous
condition than they were three or four
years ago. This class being in a less
Prosperous condition, the amount of
the imports having fallen off, the hon.
gentleman proposed that an increased
tax should be imposed on this dimin-
ished importation, by which the
imports would be further diminished,
and by which we would obtain less
revenue than we did before. When
they looked closely at the statement

of the lion. gentlenan, theywould find
that it could hardly be considered a
logical one. The hon. gentleman
proposed a tax on a certain branch of
industrv. He said the interests of
importers of goods were seriously
affected by the depressed condition of
trade, that their profits were diminish-
ed, that bankruptcy had increased
among them, and that, therefore, the
House should impose a tax upon the
importations in order that a larger
revenue might be obtained, and to the
end that other branches of industry
might be benefitted. The hon. gentle-
man complained that the Government
had not declared its policy; he stated
what the views of a gentleman who
was not a member of the House were.
He said Mr. Joly was a Protectionist,
and that, because that gentleman was
a Protectionist, either the Government
was seriously wrong in offering him
a seat in the Cabinet, or Mr. Joly
was acting very improperly in not be
coming a member of the Administra-
tion. Unless this was the conclusion
the hon. gentleman intended to draw,
ho (Mr. Mills) did not sec how it w-as
germane to the question before the
House. The hon. memher complained
that the Government had obtained
power without having explained its
policy to the country. He (Mr. Mills)
told the hon. gentleman that bis leader,
the hon inember for Kingston, declared
that it was perjury on the part of a
Minister to make known bis views to bis
constituents. It was, of course, im-
proper to allude to a debate which had
taken place during the present Session,
but the hon. member for Kingston
made this statement two or three years
ago, and it might be properly referred
to now. When His Excellency's Speech
was read to the House, the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston complained that it
was improper for a Minister to indicate
to the public what 1 is views
were on great public questions-that
those should only be made known in
Parliament, and he pointed out the fact
that the London Spectator had censured
Mr. Gladstone for going before the
public with a well-defined policy, one
that they understood, and one of which
he asked thom either to approve or
disapprove. The hon. member for
Kingston had laid down a constitti-
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tional doctrine out of joint with the
times,-a doctrine which might have
some value when Glasgow had less
than thirty electors and Manchester
had none at all; but it was notice-
able that the member for Terre-
bonne (Mr. Masson) differed from his
leader, both as to facts and principles.
That was the position they hal taken.
Ministers held it was important that
an Administration should have a
policy, and they thought it was equal-
ly important that the hon. gentlemen
opposite should have one. These gen-
tlemen were seeking to supersede
them; they said the Ministry was not
entitled to the public confidence, and
it was not only important that these
hon. gentlemen should make out a
fair case, but they should also show
that they were entitled to the public
confidence. These hon. gentlemen
should be prepared to state more defi-
nitely than did the resolution of the
hon. member for Kingston what their
views were on this important ques
tion. The hon. gentleman called for
economy; he said the Government
were not sufficiently economical; and
he held that tbey should not begin to
economize by reducing the publie
expenditure of the country. The
hon. gentleman said they should
begin in other quarters. In fact,
like the hon. member for Cardwell,
he censured the conduct of those
he now associated with and sup-
ported, for what they did shortly before
their retirement from office. These gen-
tlemen had made numerous appoint-
ments-374 to offices -wholly new. They
added to the salaries of 973 others. The
salaries of the new officials amount-
ed to $147,353, and the increases
to $104,861-making in all an addi-
tional expenditure of $252,214. He
thought that the advice given with
regard to economy was good advice,
and that the Government would per-
haps be open to censure if they failed
to act upon it. He hoped that this
would be so fully considered that these
hon. gentlemen would have no reason
to complain of the conduct of the Ad-
ministration in this particular at a
later period. The hon. gentleman
told thei that his hon. friends behind
him, who were from Quebec, had a
leader in the House and a leader out

Mr. MILLS.

of the House. So had the hon. gen-
tleman. The hon. gentleman had a
leader in the House, the hon. nember
for Kingston, and a leader out of the
House in the Province of Quebec, who
was now seeking re-election in the
county of Charlevoix. He knew the
hon. gentleman might not have a great
deal of admiration for his leader out of
the House, but he knew that this gen-
tleman had made vigorous efforts to
maintain his position. That gentle-
man had received from a public con-
tractor 32,000 good reasons, worth a
dollar each, to enable him to maintain
bis position.

Mr. MASSON rose to a question of
order. He said he thought that the
hon. gentleman should not refer to the
subject of the $32,000 concerning Mr.
Langevin, who was not in the House.

Mr. SPEAKER said such a question
of order usually affected only members
of the House.

Mr. MILLS said that charity cover-
ed a multitude of sins and the hon.
gentleman had a great deal of charity.
No doubt the hon. gentleman was
anxious to conceal the faults of the gen-
tlerman who had led him so long and so
successfully. The hon. gentleman had
assured them that the Government's
acts were wholly wrong during the pre-
sent period of depression. The hon. gen-
tleman held they should increase the
expenditure. The hon. gentleman's
tbeory was that, the more straitened
your circumstances, the more extrava-
gant you should be ; the more impover-
ished the people for the time being,
the more necessary it was to increase
their burdens. The hon. gentle-
man told thema that our expenditule
was not like the expenditure of the
people of the United States; that
theirs was an entirely different ex-
penditure; that it was proper enoughi
for them to undertake to pay od
expenditure incurred and undertaken1
to prevent the dissolution of their
country, because that expenditure was
incurred for very improper, or at
events for unproductive, purposes bit
that our expenditure was whollY
different, relating as it did to publie
works, and that our public works were
going te b3 exceedingly productive
that this would both directly an
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indirectly contribute largely to the
wealth and prosperity of this country;
and, therefore, that we ought to expend
money without stint or without any
hesitation. He did not altogether
subscribe to the views of the hon.
gentleman. It seemed to him that,
when we would have to borrow money
to expend on these public works, and
would have interest to pay, all of
which must necessarily incrcase our
buirdens, we ought to be at least in
some degree certain that we would be
enabled to meet our increased liabilities,
and that it was not the best
period to become extravagant when
our circumstances became strait-
ened. The hon. gentleman said that
posterity ought to bear these burdens,
and that we ought to shift the load to
the shoulders of those who came after
us. 11e would remind the hon. gen-
tleman of the observation made under
similar circumstances by the Rev.
Sydney Smith: " While we are in
charge of the ship, we can make her
sail as we please; we can give direc-
tions to those that are under us. We
have the right to control the vessel as
we please, but when we leave it, and
when others have taken possession of
it, we may leave them as much good
advice as we please, but we ought not
to leave them commands." This was
his opinion with regard to the policy
which the hon. gentleman recom-
mended to them. le thought it was
their business to sec that they would,
at all events within a reasonable
period, be able to meet the liabilities
which they themselves incurred. He
did not know that the hon. gentleman
laiaed to be a Communist, or that

le advocated communism openly and
aowedly; but the doctrine laid down
by the hon. gentleman was commun-
istic. The hon. gentleman said the
Government was responsible for the
hard times, and that when people
were Out of employment it was the
Jusiness of the Government to find
and give them employment. The hon.gentleman said: Why hundreds of
People will bc thrown out of employ-
ment if the public works are not car-
1ied on as extensively during a period
Of depression as during a period of
comparative prosperity. The hon.
gentlemn held they were responsible

if they :did not give employment to
these people, and that, if the Govern-
ment only paid them money, they
would be enabled not only to support
themselves and their families by
what they obtained from the Publie
Treasury, but also that he would
somehow or other bo enabled to
increase the balance which they did
not consume to such an extent as to
give back into the Public Treasury
more than they had received. The
position of the hon. gentleman was
this, that parts wero not only greater
than the whole, but also that any one
part was greater than the whole; the
balance unexpended, that these people
by economy might be able to save
from their earnings for the purpose of
purchasing for consumption of goods
imported into the country, would yield
to the Public Treasury more than they
were paid for wages upon- Publie
Works, undertaken at the, public ex-
pense. The hon. gentleman told them
to look how France prospered by a
po!icy of protection. Ie referred es-
pecially to the duties on sugar imposed
in France. But it was not the pro-
tective policy of France that built up
her sugar industry, but it was the navy
of England. The French ports were
blockaded. It was not the Govern-
ment of France or the decrees of the
Emperor Napoleon, but the Govern-
ment of England who blockaded the
ports of France, and who made it im-
possible for the French people to im-
port sugar. Necessity compelled them
to provide that for themselves which
they could have obtained more profit-
ably under other circumstances from
the West Indies. le would first state
a fact to the hon. gentleman, which, if
questioned, he would be able to estab-
lish beyond the possibility of being
controverted. It was this-if the
money that the French people
had paid in the form of protective
duties on sugars were investod at five
cent., it would purchase one-third more
sugar than the whole French Republic
produced at this moment. The hon.
member for South Ontario (Mr.
Gibbs) said they ought to adopt
a National Policy. He quite agreed
with the hon. gentleman. He
thought we should adopt a National
Policy; and that we were numerous
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enough and had self-respect enough to
adopt a policy that might properly be

sentitled a National Policy; but he did
not think that the peddling policy
recommended to this House by the hon.
.,gentlemen opposite was such a policy.
He contended they should legislate for
the whole people. A policy which
provided for the singling out of not
two per cent. of the population of this

'country fir special legislation was not
-entitlod to the appellation of a National
Policy. It was an abuse of terms to
-apply so dignified a term as National
Policyto a policy ofthis sort. Thehon.
,gentlemen proposed a few cents duty
on coal, a few cents duty on corn, and
a few cents duty on flour, and they

-called this a National Policy. It was
-a policy which might injuriously affect
many, and which would bonetit very

-few. - It was very difficult to classify
the hon. gentlemen opposite. They
knew the difficultios naturalists found
sometimes with regard to different

«classes of plants, which gradually
shaded into each other. Now,
,these hon. gentlemen, while quite
-agreed that the tariff was all
,wrong, and that the policy which
ought to bo adopted also ought to be
an some respects protective, were not
.at all agreed as to the glounds upon
,which they asked for the change or
what the change should be. The hon.
member from Kingston told them he

',was a Free-trader in the abstract. Hie
was not metaphysician enough to tell,

,and the hon gentleman had not conde-
scended to explain to the House, what
.he meant by it. He was sure that if
the hon. gentleman said that morality
was all right in the abstract but that
it was not right in practice, he would
.be speaking about as rationally as
-when he talked about protection being
.right in the abstract.

Sir JOHN A MACDONALD: I did
,.not say that.

Mr. MILLS said lie corrected him-
-self. He meant to say free trade;
because he should remember that the
hon. gentleman was always incon-
sistent. Could thore be free trade
without articles in which trade could
be carried on. When you had no com-
modities and interchange of èommodi-

Lies, he supposed you had no trade;
. JLL 5.rjý

and you could not have frec trade in.
the abstract. They could have an
imaginary lino in geometry; and Plato
told them that they ouuht to study
astronomy without stars; but how they
could have freo trade in the abstract
and not in the concrete, was altogether
[loyond bis comprehension. The hon.
member for South Ontario told them
he was an admirer of a free-trade
policy, or of what he called the modified
free-trade policy of 1854. This was
the poriod of reciprocity. If he under-
stood the hon. gentleman aright, ho
said that if we had reciprocity with
the United States ho would become a
supporter and advocate of that recipro-
city, and he vcould prefer reciprocity
to protection.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) : Yes;
certainly.

Mr. MILLS : Thon I correctly un-
derstood the hon. gentleman.

Mr. GIBBS : Allow me to put the
hon. gentleman right on another point.
When I spoke of modified free trade,
1 did not speak of the policy of 1854,
but of the policy of Sir Alexander Galt,
introduced in 1858-9.

Mr. MILLS said ho understood the
hon. gentleman to refer to the policy
of Sir Alexander Galt as a policy of
modified froc trade. The hon. gentle-
man also expressed himself iii favour
of the policy of 1854, anl told them
how under that policy man ufacturing
industries sprang up.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) : I did
not speak of 1854. I spoke of the pol-
icy of Sir Alexander Galt in 1858-9
when manufactures sprang up and
prospered.

Mr. M[LLS said be certainly under-
stood the hon. gentleman to say also
that these manufacturing industries
sprang up under the policy of 1854.

Mr. GIBBS : No, I did not.
Mr. MILLS asked if ho understood

the hon. gentleman to maintain that
manufacturing industries did n-ot pros-
per between 1854 and 1865.

Mr. GIBBS: I argued that they
prosperod under the policy of Sir
Alexander Galt and not before that.
Previously, we had very few manufac-
tures in the country. Under that
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policy, manufacturers commenced oper-
ations and under that policy manufae-
tures did prosper. I hope I have now
made myself sufficiently intelligible.

Mr. MILLS said the hon. gentleman,
then,having expressed himselfin favour
of reciprocity, could not argue that we
could not fairly or successfully compete
with the Americans, or that in conse-
quence of superior wealth they would
be able to crush out our manufactures,
if we had absolute free trade with the
United States. The hon. gentleman's
position was wholly different from that
of the hon. gentleman who had spoken
on the other side of the House, who
maintained that we were not in a posi-
tion to compete with the manufacturers
ofthe United States; that we required
protection; that protection was a good
thing in iteolf; that it brought the
purchaser and consumer near together ;
that it did away with the cost of trans-
portation upon goods interchanged, and
that, under such a policy, not only were
population and capital augmented, but
that the whole country was more pros-
perous than it would otherwise be.
The hon. gentleman was precluded
from taking that position. If ho un-
derstood aright, the hon. gentleman
favoured a policy of retaliation, and
urged that we should do towards the
United States what they did towards
us. The hon. gentleman asked the
Government to discriminate against
the, people of the United States, or,
in other words, to adopt a retaliatory
policy of which the hon. member for
Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) had been
for many years the exponent in tho
lHouse.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario): The
exigencies of our position require us to
adopt that particular line.

Mr. MILLS said then the hon. gen-
tieman, as he understood it, withdrew
his position, and said that free trade
would not be a good thing, and that
the exigencies of our position made
it absolutely necessary that we should
have a protective policy whether
we got reciprocity or not. '1ho hon.
gentleman referred to Sir Alexander
Galt, and spoke in very strong
terms of the ability of that gentleman,
and ho read a letter from him in order
to place his opinions belore the House.

Ie (Mr. Mills) must say that he was
not an admirer of authorities; ho con-
sidered it of more importance tn look
at facts and roason than at the ipse-
dixit of any man, however able or
eminent. He admitted, however, that
the opinions of Sir Alexander Galt,
being as he was for many yoars the
Finance Minister of Canada, werc-
entitled to a great deal of consideration..
Since the hon. gentleman was a wor--
shipper of authority, ho would read to-
him an extract from the Budget speech,
of Sir Alexander Galtof 1866, and this
was at a period when the Government
were called upon to consider whether
or not they should adopt a protective-
policy. The hon. gentleman at that
time might fairly be taken as speaking.
not only his own views but the views.
of the hon. nember for Kingston. At
that time, the hon. member for Kings-
ton was not a Free-trader in the abstract
but a Free-trader in the concrete. Sir
Alexander Galt at that time spoke as
follows

" I think it must be admitted we have a.
choice between two systeis. We have the
choice of the Amorican system or of th
European. The making of that choice 1'
do not think we can well postpone. I do
not see how we are to avoid the difficulty we-
now experience. If we take the United
States system of protective duties, of protect-
ing every branch of industry, we shall, to a
certain extent, assimilate our system with,
theirs-a course which I do not think the-
people of this country would approve. On
the other hand, ff we adopt what I call the,
European system-becauee the -policy of
England is now being generally adopted by
other European countries-if we adopt that
system as opposed to the American system,
then, I thin-k, we shall stand in the position
of offering to the people and the capital,,
which for various causes are now seeking
new homes and employment, a country-
possessing more advantages than any other
on the continent. I do not believe that the-
United States can continue for any great
length of time to absorb the redundant popu--
lation of Europe, subject as they are to
very high rates of taxation. If, on the other
hand, we in Canada, or, I would rather say, in.
British North America, are able to offer thepe
people land of equal fertility, and at least
equal security for life and property, and if, at
the same time we can show them that every
article that enters intoordinary consumptioiL
can be bought very much cheaper here than
in the United States, I think we may rea-
sonably hope to be able to attract to our
shores much- of that immigration which of'
recent years bas swelled more than anything
else the wealth and prosperity of the neigh-
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bouring Republic. We are entering' on
a new state of political existence. If
there is any prominent feature in the
future we have designed for ourselves,
it is the establishment of a separate and
distinct nationality ; and this can only
be accomplished in one way. If we
are in every respect to copy tne policy of
our neighbours across the line of 450, the
natural course would be to become one with
them. But if, on the other hand, we believe,
as we do all believe, that the continent of
North America is sufficiently extensive for
two nations, two empires, then it is time that,
taking lessons from the great authorities on
political economy who have shed light on the
commercial transactions oi Europe during
the last few years, we should endeavour to
so adjust our system that we may be able to
invite immigrants here, telling them that
this is a better country, and governed by
wiser principles, than the country along our
borders."

To show that there could be no
doubt as to the views entertained by
Sir Alexander Galt at the time as to
the impolicy of retaining a system of
incidental protection, he (Mr. Mills)
would read the concluding paragraph
of that Budget speech :

" Finally, I think it will be well if in the
last session of the Provincial Parliament of
Canada, we shall have been able to approxi-
mate in some measure to that system of
political econoiny which is bearing such
magnificent fruits in the mother country-to
remove sone of the burdens which weigh on
the industry of the people, and to open new
iarkets for their products."

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) : Sir
Alexander Galt said in 1875 he was
tired of it.

Mr. MILLS said he had seen no
statement of Sir Alexander Galt's that
was wholly irreconcilable with the
views he expressed in 1866.

%. .?Iu. GIBBS : There it is.

Mr. MILLS said the lion. gentleman
would have an opportunity of answering
him during the debate. Sir Alexander
Galt not only expressed these views
in 1866 but in 1870, and, when the Post-
master-General introduced a resolution.
for more extended commercial relations
with the United States, the hon. gentle-
man deprecated any attempt at what
he called an " unwise and unstatesman-
like course " which the hon. gentlemen
were advocating at that time. Every
one in the Blouse remembered the fierce
attack made upon Sir A. T. Galt, then
the member for Sherbrooke, by the

Mr. MILLS.

hon member for Cumberland (g1
Tupper),--how ho denounced the hon.
memïber, and how the hon. member fer
Kingston later on fiercely denounced
the policy which the hon. member for
Sherbrooke of that day recommended.
The hon. member for Sherbrooke told
the House that a more unwise and
unstatesmanlike course could not well
be conceived than that which was
recommended. The hon. member for
South Ontario said that the Govern-
ment had now adopted a " cinging "
policy towards the United States, that
it was not an open or a manly policy,
that it was a policy dictated not by
courage but by cowardice. If the hon.
gentleman could show that it was in the
interests of this country to change the
tariff in the direction he indicated, and
that nothing else would so extend the
commerce of Canada, he (Mr. Mills)
would be a convert ; but the hon.
gentleman did nothing of the sort.
The hon. gentleman mistook assertion
for facts. He had not given the louse
a single fact which would go to show
that the policy he recommended would
contribute to the prosperity of the
country, or even to the prosperity of
any class of our population. To speak
of a " cringing " policy was rather a
strong expression to be used by the
hon. gentleman. The hon. gentleman
seemed to have forgotten what
happened in 1872. H1e seemed to have
forgotten that a treaty was then,
negotiated by a Commission at Wash-
ington, the hon. member for -Kingston
being one of the Commissioners. le
see med to have forgotten the terms and
provisions of that treaty; he seemed
to have forgotten that he him-
self advocated, supported, and defendel
those provisions. It was a very tender
subject for the hon. gentleman to touch
upon. If there was any subject
which he (Mr. Mills) would be dis-
posed to avoid, under those circun-
stances, had he taken the course of
the hon. gentleman, it would be a dis-
cussion of our relations with the
United States. le would rather dis-
cuss any question, whether theoretical
or practical. The hon. gentleman
seemed to have forgotten that the
navigation of the St. Lawrenlce
was conceded to the Tnited States
contrary to the express promise made
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by the English Government. Earl
Grey expressly pledged the word of
tie English Government that the
navigation of the St. Lawrence would
not be conceded to the United States
without the sanction of the Parliament
of Canada. But that promise vas
disregarded. The hon. member for
Kingston was supposed to sit on the
Commission as the guardian of the
interests of this country, but he seem-
ed to forget that there was any such
a country as Canada at all. If the
treaties of any other country similarly
situated were looked into, it would be
found that the navigation of rivers
was reciprocal. If the people above
had the right to use the river below, so
had the people below the same right to
use the river above. The rights of the
riparian proprietors were mutual. The
people of Chicago and Milwaukee
could use the St. Lawrence for aH
tiie, but we were only allowed to use
the tributary streams running into the
United States for ten years. Then
the hon. gentleman secured the right
to navigate certain rivers in Alaska.
It so happened that we had this right
for al time by virtue of a
treaty with Russia. This right was
conceded by yielding to Rassia the
disputed territory on the coast. The
United States, tberefore, acquired
the country subject to this right.
-But, by the Washington Treaty, the
United States had the right to use the
rivers in British Territory conceded
to her, which ]Russia had not, while
We did not secure any rights which we
had not before. The hon. gentleman
obtained a promise from the Amer-
icans to use their influence to secure
thO use of the canals in the United
'tates contiguous to our frontier, for
wuich ho conceded to the United
States the right to navigate not only
any canal in any part of the Dominion
then built, but any which might be
built in the future, however far they
Iight be from the frontier. The
hon. member for South Ontario at
that time had an opportunity of show-
;ng his interest in the welfare of this
o0untry, but he thon really supported

the iriterests of the people of the
.United States. And rw, when the
interests of Canada were not to be pro-
moleted by a certain policy, ho proposed

to be very courageous. The hon.
gentleman told the louse that the
present Government had ruined the
sugar trade of Canada.

Sir JOHN A. MAC DONALD: Iear,
hear.

Mr. MILLS: The hon. member for
Kingston says: " Hear, hear:" it is to
be trusted that ho will hear and
understand.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
have tiied to understand my hon.
friend for a long time, but have failed.

Mr. MILLS said it was a vory im-
portant clement in coming to a right
conclusion that the matter should be
sufficiently considered. He had lis-
tened very frequently to what was
said by bon. gentlemen opposite on
this question, but he had nover yet
been able to hear a single statement
of facts which went to establish the
position which they took on this mat-
ter. When the sugar question was
under the consideration of a Special
Committee of the louse-and ho cor.
tainly had no prejudice against the
sugar refiners of Canada-a Mr.
Drummnond appeared on behalf the
single existing sugar refinery in
this country. Mr. Drummond
made two or three statements which
the Committee had an opportunity of
looking into. One statement of Mr.
Drummond was that sugars of an in-
ferior grade paid higher duties than
those of' higher grades. The Commit-
tee took the Trade and Navigation
Returns and looked at the prices at
which they were entered at ports of
entry, and they did not find that the
evidence which they obtained at all
supported the statements made by that
gentleman. It was found that sugars
below number 9 paid, vhen the
duties were reduced, an average ad val-
orem duty of 39 per cent., and from 9
to 13, an average duty of 43 per cent.,
and then from 13 upwards an averago
duty of 44 per cent. And so itwas not
found that the inferior grades paid a
higher duty than the higher grades.
And the statement made by that gen-
tleman was, in regard to the duties of
the Ujnited States, that the drawback
to the sugar refiners was really a
bounty. So far as could be ascertained
the facts did not seem to warrant that
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statement. le (Mir. Mills) had looked
at almost everything which hac
appeared on the question in thi,
country, whether published'originall3
here or copie1 from foreign newspapers
and he found nothing which tended to
est.ablish that proposition.

.Mr. FARROW: I would ask the
hon. gentleman whether he had seen
the quotations from the Manchester
Sugar Cane in his Conmittee.

Mr. MILLS said ho had seen the
article referred to, which ho understood
was written by M.». Drummond, but
which in no respect controverted what
the Depression Committee stated in
thier report last year. He would refer
to sugars from Nos. 7 to 10. The
American Commissioners said that the
refiners produced out of 100 lb. raw
material 70 lb. of white sugar which
would pay a duty of 3c. per lb.-which
was $2.10 for the 70 lb.; 13- lb. of
yellow refined sugar of inferior quality,
which would pay a duty of 2jc., which
would be a total duty of 33¾e.; and
besides 11½ lb. or one gallon of syrup,
which would pay 6}c. duty. In all,
these articles, if exported from the
United States, would receive a total
drawback of $2.50. That was a sum
exactly equal to the duty paid on
100 lb. imported in the raw state.
The only way the American retiners
could obtain a bounty upon the
sugar that they exported was by
producing a larger quantity of' refined.
sugar than was here stated. It had
been stated by Mr. Drumnond, and
the statement had been repeated in the
louse that they received a bounty of 55

cents on the 100 lb. raw. If this were
so, they must obtain upon the product
of 100 lb. raw material, ranging from
7 to 10 Dutch standard, 63.05. Now, ttie
highest amount allowed as a drawback
was ùc. per lb. upon those varieties
of white coffee sugar, which was
the best sugar that could be
made from the inferior grades of
raw sugar. Now, 101¾ lb. of white
sugar would be necessary to produce a
drawback of' $3.05 at 3c. per lb. ;
but it was impossible to get this quan-
tity out of lu ILb. of raw. Surely no
hon. member would be so devoted to
the prir ciples of protection as to
say that this could be donc. Suppos-

Mr. MILLS.

' ing that the proportions of the iniferior
1 qualities were such as the American re-
s finers aid American commissioners said

they were, it would be necessary that
they should produce 88 lb. of refilned
white sugar, 13J lb. inferior qinality
and 111- lb. of syrup to obtain $3.05:
or in other words it would be necessary
to produce 112î lb. of sugar and mo-
lasses out of 100 lb. of raw. This, no
lion. gentleman would believe to be
possible. No. If the duty were dis-
tributed p)roportionally for the grades,
116- 1h. would have to be pm.
duced ait of 100 lb. of riaw suua
in order to give a bounty of 55e.
le believed there was but one way in
which it was possible to obtain a
bounty, and that not of such an
amount as had been represented in the
louse It was well known by those
who had examined into the qualities
of raw sugar that the centrifugal
s.ugars of the West Indies contained
about 98 per cent. of »pure saccharine
niatter or crystallizable sugar ; some

perhaps as high as 99 per cent. Those
sugaris had never been imported hore,
but they were unquestionably the best
for the consumer. The crystallizable
matter was certainly, if they were to
accept the testimony of chemists, of
superior quality to that found in in-
ferior grades. Sugars were imported
into the United States and Canada by
colour. It was said in some instances
the superior grades might be coloured
so as to bc importod into the
country as inferior grades, and
consequently pay a smaller duy
than they otherwise would haV(e
done, but that never could make
much more than 10 per cent. upon the
amount of sugar of superior quality
that would be obtained, while, of course,
there was a proportionate diminution
of sugar of inferior quatity; thus, it
would make at most 4c. or 5e. on the
hundred weight, between importinîg
this sugar and the sugar of inferior,
quality. He observed that the opinion
ofSecretary Bristowe had been referred
to, to show that it was an irregular
system to levy duties by colour, and
that they should be levied onl the
amount or quality of crystallizable
material contained in the sugar. That
statement had been put forward by Mr.
Dunstan, and lie (Mr. Mills) was per-
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fectly certain that no one who con-
sidered the question would think that
it was a fair or proper system in the
in the interest of the consumers. He
would endeavour to make the point
more plain to the apprehension of the
House. The sugars that were formerly
refined by Messrs. Redpath & Co., and
such sugars as were imported from
Greenock in Scotland, did not contain
more than 83 per cent. of crystallizable
sugar, while the centrifugal sugars of
the West Indies contained as high as
98 per cent., and the duty paid by each
would be in the same proportion, thus
there would be charged the same duty
upon the white refined sugar as upon
the raw centrifugal sugar imported
from the West Indies. If such a policy
were adopted, it would completely
exclude from consumption in the coun-
try all raw sugars of high values. If
the Government should interfere at all
in the interest of the people with the
view of excluding some of the varieties
and including others, their object
should rather be to exclude the inferior
varieties that entered into consumption
than those of superior quality. The
hon. member for South Ontario had
alluded to Sir Alexander Galt's policy
of what he called modified free trade.
The hon. gentleman had used that
expression in one sense while Sir
Alexander Galt used it in an entirely
different sense; the hon. member had
used it in the sense of increased duties,
in the sense of increased protection.
Sir Alexander never used it in that
sense. Sir Alexander Galt explained
fully to the people of Sheffield, when
the tariff. of 1862 was attacked, what
lie did mean. He told them that the
Public debt had been incurred for the
Purpose of facilitating transportation
in the country and thus cheapening
transportation; that the taxes that
were imposed upon the imports were
levied for the purpose of paying the
Public liabilities that had been incurred
for the purpose of improving the means
of transportation; that, if those public
Works had not been undertaken, the
"Ost of transportation would have added
'ore to the rice of goods than the
duties im c> ,j and therefore the peo-
Pie of Canada, consuming English
goods, paid less for those goods includ-
Lng the duty than they would have

46

paid if the public works had not been
undertaken, and that he (Sir Alexander
Galt) considered that it was practically
in that respect a free trade system-
that the policy adopted was a policy of
modified free trade. That was he
thought in 1862.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said
that when the Chamber of Commerce
of Sheffield made objections to the
tariff was in 1860.

Mr. MILLS said he woul< read from
a speech made by Sir Alexander Galt
in 1870. Sir Alexander Galt said:

" That so far as we can judge of the inten-
tion of the Governnent, their policy, in this
respect, is one which I am bound to say is
one which does not meet my approval. We
have indications that they are disposed to
enter upon a policy of retaliation-a- policy
which I believe to be hostile to the best in-
terests of this country, and calculated to
produce results disastrous to our future pros-
pects. My own belief is, as I shall endea-
voar to explain, that the great interests can
only be promoted by the most unrestricted
intercourse with foreign countries."

Sir Alexander Galt further observed.
" There appear to be two courses open

to us at this moment, and I think it of the
utnost importance that we should make a
wise selection between them. The one is a
policy of restriction and retaliation; the
building up of a ' Chinese wall,' as the hon.
member said the other night, between our-
selves and other countries. The other is the
policy of developing our trade with foreign
countries, of adopting free trade as far as is
consistent with revenue purposes and seeking
to give our country that trade with other
markets we are now so much in want of."

He thought these extracts showed
that the hon. member for South Ontario
misinterpreted the views of Sir Alex-
ander Galt.

Mr. BOWELL: Now read Sir Alex-
ander Galt's letter of 1875.

Mr. MILLS said lie had not the
letter at hand, and moreover the hon.
member would be able to read it him-
self. It was, however, quite clear, if
Sir Alexander Galt expressed at a more
recent period any opinions adverse to
those, they had simply Sir Alexander
Galt against Sir Alexander Galt, and,
when they had equal quantities on oppo-
site sides of the equation, hon. members
knew what the effect was.

Mr. TUPPR: Second thoughts are
best.

WVays and Means. The Tariff.



722 Ways and Mans.

Mr. MILLS said those opinions he
had quoted were the second thoughts
of that gentleman. They knew
that Sir Alexander Galt adopted a
somewhat different policy in 1859.
When called upon in the Flouse to de-
fend that policy in 1870, Sir Alexander
Galt stated why it was that he had adop-
ted that policy eleven years before, He
said that ho had been forced into it by
his colleagues, especially by the right
hon. member for Kingston; and while,
as a Minister, he was not disposed to
repudiate his share of responsibility,
he was not disposed individually to be
lield responsible for a policy of which
ho did not approve. The hon. member
for South Ontario had informed the
House that the Government had acted
very improperly in imposing the duty
upon tea, that they ought to have im-
posed it on something else; and in fact
that they were iliscouraging our foreign
trade. He had examined the Trade and
Navigation IReturns for, the past year,
and found that the Dominion imported
5,000,000 lb. of tea from Great
Britain, 5,000,000 lb. from the United
States, 1,086,000 lb. from China, and
2,250,000 lb. from Japan. That was to
say, from China and Japan, where the
teas were grown, we imported about
3,400,000 lb., nearly one-third the
amount consumed in the Dominion.
The remaining quantity would perhaps
freight three ships from those coun-
tries. If hon. gentlemen opposite would
look at the question, they would find
that, according to their view, the whole
prosperity of the country depended on
whether three ships more were engag-
ed in the tea trade between China and
Japan and this country. He favoured
the duty on tea, not only because it
was proposed by the Government of
which he was a member, but for this
reason : That the whole fiscal policy of
England for the past half century had
been to get rid of taxes that imposed
large burdens on the people, but which
did not go into the public Treasury.
They were told by M. Sully, a very
able Finance Minister of France, that
there was a duty collected in France
which contributed 40,000,000 fr.
to the treasury, but which took
300,000,000 fr. out of the pockets
of the people. The whole efforts
of financial reformers in Europe and

Mr. TurpzB.

especially in England had been to,
adapt taxation so as to take from the
people only those taxes that went into
the public Treasury. Every change
that had been made in the tariff in
England during the last thirty years
had been made with that object, and
the reforms of Sir Robert Peel, Mr.
Huskisson, Mr. Villiers, Mr. Gladstone
and Mr. Lowe pointed in that direction.
But hon. gentlemen opposite told the
House that all those financial reformers
were wrong. At the same time, they
had not shown that the circumstances
of this country, in that particular,
differed from thoso of England. It was
impossible to show it; in the nature of
things, the principle was the same
everywhere. The hon. gentlemen
opposite said that it was a wise policy,
to do what? To impose taxation on
the people in such a way as to levy
large taxes which would not go into
the, public Treasury, and so make the
people prosperous. When the Govern-
ment placed a duty on tea, they imposed
a tax on an article the revenue from
which would all go into the pblicTreas-
ury; but, if they were to tax some of the
articles which hon. gentlemen opposite
would tax, such would not be the case.
If a tax was imposed on certain articles,
they would not only increase the prico
of those articles on which the tax was
collected, but the price of everything
manufactured in the country of a similar
kind, and the revenues would not go
into the public Treasury, but into the
pockets of the manufacturers. The
consumer was thus compelled to pay
just as much additional price as the
amount of profit added to the taxes
upon imports of the same class to thosc
engaged in manufacturing industries.
A few manufacturers for a short time
made large profits, and the advantage
they derived was obtained at the cost of
all other industries. Hon. gentlemen
opposite • had become wonderful
admirers of the people of the United
States. They said: "Look to Wash-
ington, see what they are doing there;
they have adopted a wise policy.
They appeared to imagine that the p)eo-
ple of Canada were una ble to thinlk and
judge for themselves, and the country
did not possess men capable of forminlg
correct conclusions, such as were arriv-
el at by Congress. But Congress Was
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impelled to the conclusions at which it
arrived by the force and influence of
certain interests. Hon. gentlemen op-
posite asked the House to look to them
and follow their example. He remem-
bered when hon. gentlemen were not
such admirers of the people of the
TUnited States ; when they believed
there were men of sense, thought and
reflection in England ; that there were
statesmen in England, and men quali-
fied to form a correct conclusion as to
what was the best financial policy to
adopt. Now, they told Parliament to
look to the United States. In the case
of the Washington Treaty, hon. gentle-
men opposite legislated in the interest of
the Americans, and they now asked the
House to adopt the policy which would
promote the interests of the United
States, but certainly not the prosperity
of the Canadian people. The hon.
member for King's (Mr. IDomville)
had asked that the Government
should protect the different manu-
facturing interests of the country;
but it was difficult to under-
stand how to protect them. There
were various ways in which a people
might get gain: by profits in trade, by
wages for labour, by rents and also by
gifts and by plunder; and this was the
policy which hon. gentlemen now sug-
gested. They might disguise it as they
pleased, but that was what it meant
and nothing else. It meant taking
from the pockets of every consumer a
sum to be given to some one person;
and the -system by which this was done
was a system of plunder. In what
nanner could it add to the wealth
of the country. Our wealth was
mllcreased by the industry of our
Population and by profits arising trom
that industry ; and by a protective pol-
2ey they simply gave to certain.interests
an amnount of profit beyond their
legitimate share. They took from the
averages of profit a certain sum and
conferred it on particular interests,
and diminished the profits of the re-
Inainder to the extent to which they
aided such interests. It was not in the
interest of the country that the Gov-
ernment should interfere and direct
the investment of capital into certain
channels. There never was a country
which, if left alone, failed to find prof-
table employment for its capital, and,

AG~

while its capital might be misdirected
by such Government interference, it
could never add to the general pros-
perity of the entire population. lion.
gentlemen opposite had stated that
they would aid struggling industries,
while at the same time the hon.
member for Cardwell (Mr. McCarthy)
stated they did not intend to
ask one dollar more of taxes,
but they would readjust the tariff and
re-distribute the taxes so as to secure
the object aimed at by the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston - namely, to aid
certain manufacturers. Hon. gentle-
men might not get one dollar more
into the public Treasury, while, at the
same time, they imposed larger taxes.
If the people knew that hon. gentlemen
opposite intended to impose taxes to
the amount of 28 millions instead of
15 millions, and that only 15 millions
would go into the public Treasury, the
balance passing into the pockets of
certain capitalists, they would not
support such a proposal, and yet that
was precisely the proposal of hon.
gentlemen opposite, disguise it as they
might. The hon. member for Terre-
bonne (Mr. Masson) spoke the
other night as if taxation was
a pleasing thing in itself, and
as if the people could be made pros-
perous by simply imposing more taxes
upon them, without reference to the
wisdom of the expenditure. That was
not bis opinion. His view was
that taxation was only beneficial as it
was wisely and properly applied; that
the taxation, therefore, would not add
to the prosperity of the country in the
sense used by the hon. gentleman. If
we were to impose a tax to-morrow
boyond what was required to pay the
interest on the public debt, and
beyond what was required to meet
the expenses of Civil Government,
it must be for some public work
or undertaking; and then, in Pro-
portion as the work was useful,
yielded a revenue, diminished the cost
of transportation and equalized prices,
it might bc a benefit to the country.
But it would be some time before those
advantages could be accomplisbed.
How the imposition of a tax was going
to relieve the depressed condition of
the trade and commerce of the country
he could not tell. The proposition
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would not bear one moment's examina-
tion. It was absurd. upon its face to
state that, from the very fact of a tax
being imposed, it would work a
beneficial change in the actual
condition of the country. The
hon. member for South Ontario
(Mr. Gibbs) said that the Finance
Minister laid down the doctrine: the
more we imported the better we were
off. That might be true, if what we
imported were paid for. Our pros-
perity was in a great measure indi-
cated, where the trade was unham-
pered, by the extent of our importa-
tions. It was with a wealthy and
prosperous nation as with a wealthy
and prosperous individual. A man
with a large fortune expended, pur-
chased and consumed more than one
with a small fortune. If we
imported largely and our importations
were paid for, it was an indication of
our prosperity. It did not so much
make us prosperous as it indicated
the fact, and, further, it contributed
to our prosperity in so far as we could
import the articles we did import
cheaper than we could produce thlem.
We sent abroad the products of our
most efficient industry-those things
which were produced with the least
labour and capital. What were they
sent abroad for? To purchase those
articles which, with the same amount
of labour and capital, could not have
been manufactured here in equal
quantities. To undertake to produce
those articles which we imported would
be to withdraw labour and capital from
its most efficient purposes, and to
apply them to those purposes for
which they were less efficient; and
the very fact that we were ealled
upon to interfere to transfer the cap-
ital and labor from one to the other
was an evidence that we were mis-
directing them. In his own opinion,
the true principle of taxation, so long
as we retained indirect taxation, was
this: that we should seek to distribute
taxes fairly over the various Pro-
vinces of the Dominion, impose them
in such a way as would make the
population pay in proportion to their
ability, and that there should be no
increase in the price of any other
articles than those on which the
tax was imposed-otherwise a larger

Mr. MILLS.

amount of taxation would be drawn
from the people than found its
way into the publie Treasury, A
system of indirect taxation must
always be less expensive. In 1875
our revenue from Customs was
$15,300,000. For the collection of this,
$683,000 was paid, and, if we charged
12 per cent. for insurance and profits,
we might add to this $1,841,000 morec,
or, in other words, in order to collect
what would be $14,661,000 available
for publie purposes we imposed a tax of
$17,185,000. We produced in this coun-
try goods similar to those paying the
17½ per cent. tariff amounting to
$76,000,000 yearly. If thosegoods were
increased in value to the extentof that
17J percent., a further tax on the people
of $15,225,000 would be imposed. H[e
did not say that these goods were in-
creased to that extent, because in
many instances the home com petition
was such that prices were brought
down to some extent; but they could
not fall below the cost of production.
But this reduction in price did not
hold good in regard to all the industries,
for many of them were new.

An HON. MEMBER : Which ?

Mr. MILLS asked if the hon. gentle-
man could tell the House how many
gasfitting establishments, how many
manufacturers of tubing there were in
Canada. If le reflected, the hon.
member would sce that thero were a
large number of articles which would
be increased in price almost to the full
extent of the tax. Now, hon. gentle-
men opposite would say that in so
increasing the cost they were aiding
our struggling industries.

Mr. CURRIER said he would like to
ask the ion. gentleman a question, but
before doing so, lie would have to
make an assertion. He had learned
that a certain company in Ottawa
had obtained offers for cast-irol
gas pipes and that the cheaPest
one was from Philadelphia, whose
price was $31.50 per ton, which
was considerably below any offer from
England. H[e would like the hon.
gentleman to point out how it was that,
although the Americans had a high
duty upon gas pipes, they became no
dearer to the consumer.
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Mr. MILLS said ho supposed that
there might be very serions depres-
sion, or there might be home compe-
tition in that branch of industry. He
had a letter which ho submitted to the
House last year from the Hon. Mr.
Wells, in which that gentleman said :
" We have entire industries closed.
We find that with a protection of 60
per cent. on silk, manufacturers of silk
call for further protection." We might
impose a very large duty upon par-
ticular articles that were largely import-
ed from abroad, and afford an oppor-
tunity for enormous profits to the
producers, at home. The ton-
dency would be for a large amount
of capital to be withdrawn from
other industries and invested in
the pet of the Government. Other
branches of industry were largely
injured thereby, but there was no
doubt that the favoured manufacturers
made enormous profits for a time, and
those profits were a sufficient motive
for larger investments-for the multi-
plication of manufacturers. The
result was they became so numerous
they competed against each other and
overstocked their own market and
caused a fall in prices. If the hon.
gentleman would take the average
cost of that class of goods in the
United States for a number of years,
he would find that the price was much
greater than what he bad quoted.
Look at the boot and shoe trade in
Canada. It was protected by a duty
of 15 per cent., which gave it an
enormous advantage over the shoe
trade of New England. About
$16,000,000 worth of boots and shoes
were manufactured in Canada every
Year. The foreign producers were
practically excluded from the Canadian
Inarket, and yet there was a larger
number of failures connected with the
boot and shoe trade last year than with
any other industry in Canada. The
hon. gentleman would perhaps be able
to tell himn how protection aided this
struggling industry. How it was
that under a tariff that excluded the
foreign producer altogother the trade
waso much depressed and there
were go many failures in the trade.
It was because the effects which
had flowed from a policy of
restriction in other countries had

actuplly followed from the adop-
tion of that policy in Canada.
The hon. gentleman had said that what
was good for the United States was
good for Canada; that protection had
been good for the United States and
therefore it would be good for us. Now
he (Mr. Mills) might say that what
was good for England was good for
Canada; that England had been pros-
perous under a freet-rade policy, and
therefore we ought to follow her
example. There could be no question
that Enigland had prospered, but ho
denied that the United States had
prospered under a protective tariff.
Take the matter of cotton goods alone.
In 1860, under a revenue tariff, the
United States had exported manufac-
tured cottons to the extent of about
$11 ,000,000, while under the protective
tariff they never reached higher export
value than $9,000,000, and that was
reached in 1875. The hon. member for
Stanstead (Mr. Colby) informed the
House that no country had over become
prosperous, or capable even ofadopting
free trade, except through the adoption
of a protective policy in the first place.
The hon. gentleman might be correct in
saying that every free-trade country
once had a policy of protection.
There could be no doubt whatever that
very erroneous, very imperfect notions
on political economy and national
finpnce were entertained at one
time. It was the opinion at
one time that a nation could
only be prosperous at the expense of
another; it was believed at one time
that it was impossible to carry on a
trade that would be mutually beneficial;
i t was believed at one time that a public
debt could be paid by a sinking fund.
A great many notions were entertained
at one time that were now exploded.
But ho denied that England had been
enabled to adopt a policy of free trade
because at one time she had a policy of
protection. On the contrary, ho bo-
lieved, what had been stated over and
over again by the most eminent states-
men and writers on political economy,
that ,in proportion as England pros-
pered under a system of protection, she
prospered in spite of it and not on
account of it. This was asserted by
Lord Lansdowne and Lord Liverpool
fifty years ago, the latter of whom, in
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a most elaborate speech, showed ,that
the manufacturing industries of Eng-
land had prospered, not in consequence
of protection, but in spite of it; and
that it was for the interests of the
country, at as early a day as possible,
to adopt the views then recently pro-
mulgated by Adam Smith. The farm-
ing population of England afforded a
good illustration of this doctrine. That
class were to-day far more prosperous
than they were when the Corn Laws
were in force. Land had increased in
value, its cultivation had increased, the
wages of the labourer had advanced
fifty per cent., and the means of subsis-
tence had been improved thirty per
cent.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: But
gold has depreciated.

Mr. MILLS said the purchasing
power of gold had diminished, but he
contended that the men were able to
purchase more of the necessaries of life
with a day's wages now than before the
repeal of the Corn Laws-that they
lived in greater comfort, and were in
every way more prosperous. What
were the views of the Protectionists of
that day? They said the farmers would
be unable to compete with the cheap
lands of America. But none of the
mischiefs predicted by Lord George
Bentinck and others had resulted from
free trade.

Mr. ORTON: I should like to ask
the hon. gentleman whether the agri-
cultural population of England is as
large under free trade as it was under
protection.

Mr. MILLS said if the hon. member
would look at the last Consus returns
ho would see for himself. He did not
propose to answer any further ques-
tions. He was quite ready when he
closed his observations-if the louse
chose to permit any hon. gentleman to
ask him any questions-to answer
them. While he had so far submitted
to this course which was adopted to-
wards himself on almost every occasion
he addressed the louse on this sub-
ject, ho did not find the hon. gentlemen
opposite disposed to submit to similar
interruptions from him, and conse-
quently ho was disposed to adopt in
this matter the policy of retaliation.
These hon. gentlemen told them that

Mr. MLLLS.

England could afford to adopt the
policy of free trade, because she had
more capital and cheaper labour than
almost any other part of the world.
Now, these hon. gentlemen overlooked
this important element in this lino of
argument: it had no value from their
own standpoint, unless England, by
adopting such a policy, could induce
other countries to follow her example.
If protection was a good thing in
itself, it was good for England as well
as for every other country, unless Eng.
land, by adopting the free-trade policy,
could ensure or entrap other countries
into following her example. If this
were a sound principlé-and he did not
see how it could be questioned-Eng-
land ought to retaliate on the United
States. She ought to do what those gen-
tlemen said ought to be donc in Canada.
She had the same motive, and even a
greater motive, because her commercial
relations with the United States
were more extensive than ours. But
they found that no statesman in Eng-
land was unpatriotic enough, or un-
scrupulous enough to submit for the
consideration of the Imperial Parlia-
ment the proposition seriously submit-
ted by hon. gentlemen opposite for the
consideration of this House. One hon.
gentleman told them that the balance
of trade had been strongly against us
for many years; that we were purchas-
ing more from the Ujnited States than
we were selling to them ; that our
imports from that country were more
than our exports to it; and they refer-
red to this as though it were a misfor-
tune, and a great evil-one that ought
to receive tho serious consideration of
the House, and for which they ought
at once to provide an efficient renedy.
He did not so understand the matter ;
he never supposed that the fact of the
balance of trade being against the
country was any evidence of loss by
the transactions of international trade,
but the contrary. It always had seemed
to him that, if any conclusion was to
be drawn from this circumstance,
it was rather to be drawn in favour
of the country against which the
balance existed. Reference ight
be made to the case of England. Ini
1860, England imported goods to the
value of £210,000,000, and exportel
to the value of £135,000,000, a balance
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of £74,000,000 being against her. In
1865, this balance amounted to
£105,000,000; in 1870, to £103,000,000;
and in 1875, to £130,000,000. So that
in the fifteen years ending in 1875,
the balance of trade against her aver-
aged yearly about £100,000,000, or
during that period it amounted to
£1,500,000,000 sterling. If indebted-
ness or losses were to be measured by
the extent to which the balance of'
trade was found to exist against ber,
England ought to be impoverished by
this time, owing to her trade rela-
tions. She would then have been
£1,500,000,000 poorer in 1875 than in
1860. He would give an illustration:
Suppose a vessel left Halifax laden
with fish and lumber to the value of
$100,000. She went to the West Indies,
and her cargo was sold for $130,000
worth of sugar, coffee and spices. She
took these to England, and sold them
for $100,000 in cash, and $60,000 worth
of woollen goods, which she brought
to Canada. The balance of trade in
this transaction would stand: Ex-
ports, $100,000, and imports, $160,000,
showing a balance of trade against
Canada of $60,000. The extent to
which the balance of trade was against
us would-be measured by our profits
on our commercial transactions.
He did not say this was true in every
case. He saw the hon. member for
Kingston agreed with him in this
observation. The hon. member saw it
was quite possible that a country might
have a large balance of trade against
it, and yet that this balance of trade
was an evidence of its prosperity.
It must be so in all cases where
the balance was not the result
of credit, which could not be the
case for many years in succession. The
hon. member for Centre Wellington
(Mr. Orton) had given the H1ouse
a very great deal of information with
regard to the advantages farmers would
derive from a protective tariff. The
hon. member for Kingston.had fully
cofnsidered, of course, tht interests of
Our farming population, and provided
in his resolution for due consideration
being given to their interests. But he
thought the hon. gentleman would
have a very great deal of difficulty in
convincing our farming population
that any duties imposed on the pro-
ducts of other countries would be in-

any way advantageous to them. He
did not think farmers ill-informed
enough with regard to their own inter-
ests and the principles of political
economy to suppose that any taxa-
tion of the agricultural products of the
United States or of other countries could
in any way benefit them. The doc-
trine laid down in England vas that
taxation imposed on imports was paid
by the consumers of these imports; and,
if that was the case, the taxes imposed
by the Government of the United
States on Canadian products was paid
by the consumers of these articles in
the United States; and, if a tax was
imposed upon articles entering into
consumption in this country, imported
from the United States, it would be
paid by the people of Canada. How
was the farming population to be made
prosperous by increasing the prices of
such articles ? Iow were farmers to
be benefitted by such a policy ? In
1875, we sold to the United States
5,400,000 bushels of barley for
$5,359,000. This barley was taxed by
the American Government, ho believed,
30c. per hundred pounds. Who paid
this tax,-the brewers of the United
States or the farmers of Canada ?
Beyond question, it was paid by the
brewers. The very object of imposing
this tax was to increaso the price of
barley produced in the United States;
and how did it increase the price
except by generally increasing the
price not only of what was grown at
home, but also of that which was im-
ported from abroad ? This was the
object in view.

An HON. MEMBER: The farmers
lose fifteen cents per bushel.

Mr. MILLS said our farmers lost
nothing. He might repeat for the
benefit of the hon. gentleman a story
he had previously related. A farmer
of Essex county went to Windsor with
$500 worth of barley. Ie found bar-
ley was worth $1.70 a hundred pounds
at Windsor and $2.00 at Detroit. H1e
thought the Windsor dealers were try-
ing to cheat him, and he took his
barley to Detroit, but had to pay 30c.
per hundred pounds duty. ie
was very indignant, and said ho never
would support a Government that
would not retaliate, and in argument
with a brewer held that the Canadian
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farmer paid the tax on barley. Ie
said it was very improper not to place
a tax on American cereals coming into
Canada. He worried over the subject
and in the night dreamed that when
he came back to Windsor, he
was compelled to pay a tax of
30c. a hundred pounds on bis
corn, which had been put on
by the Government on seeing how
meanly the Yankees had treated him
in taxing his barley ; so they puuished
him by making him pay 30c. per
bundred on his corn; this was just the
way the hon. gentlemen opposite pro-
posed to punish the Yankees. They
proposed that the Canadian consumer
of American cereals should be made to
pay the taxes. How would we be bene-
fitted by a retaliatory tax on barley ?
He believed we did not import a
single bushel of barley from the
United States last year.

An HON. M[EMBER: Yes, we did.

Mr. MILLS said he could find no
such entry in the returns of 1875. We
had sold to the United States 100,000
bushels of malt for $109,000, and the
tax levied on it only increased the
price to the American consumer. It
made no difference to the Canadian
exporter. We sold them 100,000
bushels of boans, and we did not im-
port a bushel from them. We sold to
Great Britain, in 1875, 2,247,000
busbels of pease for $2,138,675, and we
sold to the United States 579,000
bushels of pease for $502,176; and we
got, to a cent, from the American pur
chaser, the price we received from the
English purchaser. Pease entered
free into England, and they were
taxed fifteen cents in the United
States. Who paid the duty? If the
duty was paid by Canadians, then
pease -would be fifteen cents lower
when sold to Americans than when
sold to England. It was the con-
sumer and not the purchaser who paid
taxation. He would take a single
case. The American Government
taxed broadcloth 60 per cent., and the
Canadian Government taxed it 17J
per cent., and Americans and Cana-
dians went to purchase in the same
market. Did e American pay less
than the Canadian for his gods ? Did
the English seller tell the American
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he would sell him broadcloth 43 per
cent. less, because it was taxed 43 per
cent. in the United States more than
it was taxed in Canada? No; they
paid the same price. We sold to the
United States last year I,350,000
bushels of oats, and to England
1,500,000 bushels, and obtained the
same price from the purchasers in
each countryi. If there was a differ-
ence, it was dependent upon the point
of transportation. We sold largely
animals to both countries. We ex-
ported to the United States 4,299
horses, for which we received $442,000.
We imported 1,580 horses, for which
we paid $82,000. Prom Ontario were
exported 2,167 horses for $243,000,
and Ontario imported 174 horses,
valued at $19,000 in round numbers.
We exported 25,357 head of cattle to
the United States, for which $601,148
were paid, and we imported 6,397
head, principally into Manitoba and
British Columbia, at a cost of $164,491.
We imported into Ontario only 369
head of cattle, and Ontario exported
during the same period 14,919 head to
the United States, for which we re-
ceived $301,349. It was preposterous
to talk about adopting towards the
United States a policy of retaliation.
We exported last year to the United
States 85,628 sheep, and we imported
thence only three sheep. How did the-
hon.member for Centre Wellington(Mr.
Orton) propose to protect the Canadian
farmer ? He said the Canadian farmet
was cheated by the American people
and wronged by the American Govern-
ment; that we sold them 85,628 sheei)
last year, and that, owing to the duty,
our farmers lost money in consequence ;
that we ought to retaliate ; and that we
ought to impose such a tax on these
three sheep so as to make the Ameri-
cans pay as much. He thought that, if
we adopted such a policy, while we
might exclude the three sheep, NVOe
would be in some danger, in the estima-
tion of all well-informed people, of
making donkeys of ourselves. It ws
also proposed to tax the wool trade by
taxing wool. He had spoken with
many manufacturers of tweeds and
flannels in Canada, and what ws the-
result? He found that they did not
manufacture tweed from Canadian rWOoI
at all. It was unsuitable for the pur-
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pose. The kind of sheep the Canadian
farmer raised to the greatest advantage
did not furnish the kind of wool suit-
able for the manufacture of woollen
tweeds. We could not abandon the
raising Leicester, Cotswold and Lan-
caster sheep, and introduce Merinos
and other fine-woolled sheep, because
our climate was not suitable for them.
Both had been tried in this country.

Some ION. MEMBERS : No, no.
Mr. MILLS: Yes; they bad been

found unsuited to our climate, while
the long-woolied sheep came to
maturity in a single year. The result
was that they could be readily disposed
of, and the farmer was not obliged to
winter them. The flesh of fine-woolled
varieties were of very little value,
and they yielded a very much less
quantity of wool, which also brought
a smaller price. In addition, the
carcase of the long-woolled sheep
was valuable. In 1875, we sold
Great Britain 10,000 lb. of wool,
und the United States 2,636,5211b.
We imported from the United States
about 4,885,818 lb. We obtained
for our 2,636,521 lb. $917,000, and we
bought the 4,885,818 lb. for $14,673,
securing two pounds of wool for every
pound sold, and having over $100,000
profit on the transaction. Fine wool
not only made better and more saleable
eloth, but it also brought a price which
cloth made from long wool would not
bring. They would produce a variety
Of tweed cloths which they could not
sell abroad, and which their own people
Would not purchase.We were prod ucing
superior goods at a much cheaper rate
than they were producing in the United
States, and we were even sending to the
American market, notwithstanding
their high tariff. It was true that when
it was washed it was very much
reduced in weight.

Several HON. MEMBERS: 60 per
cent.

lMr. MILLS: No; not 50 per cent.
This was the way these hon. gentlemen
proposed to benefit the farmers and
maanufacturers. They proposed to put
a duty on wool which would prevent
imanufacturers importing foreign wool
and Would interfere with the manufac-
tUlr.s of flannels and tweed goods inCanada, and then they proposed to

interfere with the market of the farmers
and to say that t1hey should not produce
the variety of sheep most profitable,-
that variety of sheep which furnished
to the manufacturer of tweed goods
the raw material which he required.
But hon. gentlemen could not succeed
in convincing Canadian farmers that
such a policy would be to their interest.
The hon. gentlemen had recommended
to the consideration of the House the
policy ofthe United States. The United
States had had a protective policy for
nearly twenty years. They had carried
out that policy more systematically and
more universallythan perhaps any other
country that had adopted such a policy.
Now, what had been the result of that
policy, at the end of these 20 years ?
It was that while of the exports
$522,000,000 had been the products of
agriculturalists, only $58,900,000 was
the product of those ,manufactures
which had been protected. The United
States had been constantly compelled
to devise means to exclude English
manufactured goods from their mar-
kets. The result was this: that, out of
something like over $220,000,000 of
American products sent to English
markets, only $6,000,000 worth
were manufactured goods, and the rest
were products of the farrm. In that
country, older than ourselves, wealth-
ier than ourselves, having an advan-
tage over us in point of climate, and
with a protective policy that had been
tried under the most favourable cir-
cumstances for nearly a quarter of a
century, it was found that, notwith-
standing all interferences of the Gov-
ernment, which had been most active
and persistent, they had not succeeded
in misdirecting capital to such an ex-
tent as to produce 10 per cent. of the
products of industry in the form of
manufactured goods. le thought
we could not well have a more
complete instance or a fairer trial
which testified so much in favour of
free trade. The louse was told that
the Government had greatly injured
the country by allowing the American
products to be admitted to our markets.
He would just brieûly call the attention
of the House to our trade with England
and the United States, for the four
years ending December, 1876. In ani-
mal and cereal products of various
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kinds, there was importéd into this
country, during these four years, the
value of $19,430,000; and we had ex-
ported to England during the same
years, animals and their products to
the extent of $33,638,000. If we looked
at our trade relations with the United
States for these four years, we would
find that we had imported from that
country of animals and their pro-
ducts to the value of $14,730,000,
and exported to the value of
819,844,000. Thon, when we looked at
the products of agriculture, we found
that, during these four years, we had
impgrted from England to the value of
81,943,000; and we had exported to
England to the value of $58,675,000;
or we had exported agricultural pro-
ducts into England during these four
years last past, more than we imported
from that country, to the value of
$56,750,000. Now, when we looked at
the agricultural products exchanged
between Canada and the United States,
we found that we imported from the
United States to the value of
$55,000,000, and we exported to the
value of $34,224,062; or we imported
into Canada during these four years.
$20,822,754 more than we exported to
that country. It was important to notice
what we did with this surplus of im-
portations from the United States. It
would be found that it was largely
made up of breadstuffs, flour, meal,
Indian corn and wheat. With regard
to barley, peas and oats, we exported
to both countries more largely than
we imported from them.

Mr. ROCHESTER- Do you allow
for corn ?

Mr. MILLS: We iinported from the
United States more than we exported
$6,069,000 flour, and $23,057,000 wheat.
That was, in all $29,000,000 more than
we exported. We exported to England
more than we imported from that
country $5,344,000 four and $36,500,000
wheat. That was, we exported to Eng-
land $12,500,000 worth of these pro-
ducts more than we importel fron
the United States. Now, these figures
showed that we were largely engaged in
the carrying trade -- that we imported
a large quantity of wheat and flour
from the United States which was not
consumed in Canada, or if it was, it dis-

Mr. MAILLS.

placed an equal quantity of Canadian
products; the latter was sent to the
English markets. No man in Canada
would send articles to England unless
he expected to make - profit out of
the transaction. The hon. gentlemen
opposite could not succeed in a polieyin which it was affirmed that the Cana-
dian merchants and millers had
$29,646,000 employed in the grain
trade which they said should not be so
engaged, and the profit of which they
ought not to have. These persons bad
engaged in the carrying trade for
their own benefit, but they had also
been benefitting the whole country ; for
what was the prosperity of the country
if not the prosperity of individuals?
They prospered. They were Canadians.
Every dollar they made by the trade
was a dollar added to the wealth of the
country. With regard to the corn
trade, in 1874, we imported into
Canada to the value of $2,676,751, or
5,331,000 bushels. We exported
2.680,000 bushels of corn in that year.
We therefore consumed of the corii
which we imported into Canada,
2,651,000 bushels. We paid for the
whole 5,331,000 bushels $2,676,000, and
we ourselves for the 2,651,000 bushels
received $1,708,000. We bought the
corn at about 40c. a bushel, and we
sold it for 60c., leaving that whieh
we had on hand at a cost of less than
30c. a bushel. According to the
hon. gentlemen opposite, those who
had carried on this trade and imported
those cereals, had seriously damaged
the interests of the country. In 1875
our trade relations were somewhat
similar. In 1876 we imported
$2,356,000 worth of corn, or 3,335,000
bushels. We sold to Great Britain
2,000,000 bushels, for which we
received $1,439,000. The result
of that transaction was this:
We bought the whole for 60e.
a bushel; we sold two-thirds for
71c. a bushel, leaving the cost of
that which we retaineci at 55c. a
bushel. It was perfectly clear that
those who imported the corn profited
very largely by the transaction. Now,
the hon. gentlemen opposite said the
Government ought to impose a duty
for the purpose of encouraging farmers
to engage in producing coarse grain to
be consumed in Canada. Instead of
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importing corn for the purposes of
distillation, we ought to produce rye
for that purpose. We produced barley
and peas because we could produce
them cheaper than we could corn.
We could buy two bushels of corn for
one busbiel of peas or barley.

Some HON. GENTLEMEN: No,
ne.

Mir. MILLS: Hon. gentlemen said
No, no." That might not be so at

some one particular time, but ho was
taking the average price as it ranged
for the last four years. Ile was taking
the Trade and Navigation Returns, and
from them it appeared that corn
was from 35c. to 50c. a bushel, and
barley or peas from 75c. to $1. He
said that as an agriculturist. There
was another consideration, that of
distillation. A bushel of corn cost but
little more than half a bushel of rye.
18 lb. of rye would produce a gallon of
whiskey, and 15 lb. of corn would do
the same thing. The effect of the
exclusion of corn and the production
of rye in this country-would be that
the Finance Minister would be obliged
to make a reduction of at least 50 per
cent. in the Excise duties on whiskey,
in order to prevent smuggling from the
United States, and ho did not
know that the reduction would
accomplish it. The hon. member
for Vancouver (Mr. Bunster) had
referred to the demoralizing effects
of bad whiskey in his Province,
and he promised to bring about a
moral reform by the production
of a botter quality, but the matter would
be still worse if the proposed change
were made. The hon. member for
Terrebonne, (Mr. Masson) in speak-
ing of the large French-Canadian
emigration to the United States,
said this was caused by the
failure to protect the manufacturing
mfterests of Canada. The hon. gentle-
tieman was reminded, and ho admitted
it, that there was as large or a larger
French-Canadian population in the
Inited States between 1860 and 1870
than at the present time. On looking
at the American census, it would be
found that ont of 4,000,000 population
of Canada, some 493,000 had emi
grated to the United States. The
argum0ent of the hon, gentleman was

that, if a highly protective policy had
been adopted and foreign goods were
excluded, the population would have
kept with'in the country. He (Mr.
Mills) believed that the contrary was
the case, and that, had there been a high-
ly protective policy, there would have
been a far larger expatriation. A large
number of these people were agricul-
turists and went to the United States
to settle on the prairies, where they
could get cheaper lands than they
could at that time in Canada. In New
England there was a highly protective
policy. But had the population re-
mained there? No; they had gone to
other States. The New England States
had a smaller population than Canada,
and yet nearly 600,000 had left and
gone to other States of the Union.
If, thon, the hon. gentleman was to
account for this emigration of the
Canadians to the various States of the
adjoining Republie, ho must do so on
other grounds and in some other way
than by attempting to attribute it to
the fiscal policy of the country. He
found that, in 1875, we had exported
of the products of mines, $3,878,000;
of fisheries, $5,380,000; of forests,
$24,781,000; of agricultural products,
$29,958,000; of manufactured goods,
$2,250,000 ; so that, out of $70,000,000
of products of Canadian industry ex-
ported, only $2,250,000 were manufac-
tured goods. These gentlemen told
them they should adopt a policy which
would keep the gold in the country,
which would keep our money at home,
that would give employment to a
larger population than might wish to
engage in agrictiltural industries or the
varions manufacturing industries which
were now in a prosperous condition.
But they forget that we had no gold in
the country except what was brought
into it; they forgot that gold was an
imported article ; that it was received
from abroad in exchange for something
produced in Canada; and that, if our
exportations could be prevented, it was
very doubtful whether there would be
any gold to be kept in the country.
Let him cail the attention of hon.
gentlemen opposite to our importations
of raw material which these gentlemen
said ought to be taxed. We had im-
ported of cotton wool, $533,000; ofwool,
$1,373,000; of pig iron, $1,229,000 ;
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of rags, $80,000; of coal and coke,
$3,000,000; of unmanufactured India
rubber, $277,000; of bristles for brushes,
etc., $49,000, of broom corn, $123,911;
of hides, $41,000 ; of fars undressed,
$83,000 ; or, for some seven or eight
branches of industry, raw material of
the value of nearly $7,000,000. How
were these to be paid for ? We
exported of manufactured goods to
the value of $2,293,000 only, so
that we had 4 millons of dollars
charged against us for these raw
materials alone, that were to be paid
for in the products of some other
industry than this. If these hon.
gentlemen were to carry out their
views, seeing the small extent to which
we exported manufactured goods, it
was obvious that the manufacture of
goods would be futher diminished.
A taN on raw material implied an
increase on the cost of production, less
ability to compete in a foreign market,
or to obtain a foreign market, and, if
those views were carried ont, instead
of our manufactures becoming more
prosperous, they would be less pros-
perous, and further taxation would be
necessary.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the chair.

After Recess.
Mr. MILLS resumed. He said the

hon. member for Stanstead (Mr. Colby)
had made a few observations on the
state of Canada some years ago and at
present, which he intended to answer
before, but they had escaped his atten-
tion. The bon. gentleman informed
the House that the nanufacturers of
this country grew up when the Ameri-
can War was at its height and Ameri-
can currency vas depreciated, and that
in consequence, they enjoyed a much
larger protection than they would
under any tariff they could hope for at
the present time. Ie would leave out
the question, which would certainly
be a debateable one, between the hon.
gentlemen and himself, as to whether
depreciation of American currency
gave any protection or not. In his
opinion it did not. When American
currency depreciated in value, the
price of all commodities in the United

Mr. MILLS.

States increased apparently propor-
tionately, and it was a delusion to sup-
pose that prices measured by a gold
standard were at all affected by depre-
ciation or change in the ordinary
currency of the country. But leaving
that question out of view altogether.
supposing the hon. gentleman's views
were indisputable in regard to that
point, still it did not account for the
general prosperity of the manufac-
turers of the country at that time.
If the hon. gentleman looked at
the various branches of manufac-
turing industries in Canada, he would
fnd that many of them did
not compete with American products
at all-for instance, mill castings,
edge tools, woollen goods, woven or
knitted, etc. Those competed not with
the United States, but with the manu-
facturers of England. It was obvious,
when we found those branches that
met with competition from the manu-
facturers of England had prospered
quite as much and had progressed
quite as rapidly as those the hon. gen-
tleman said were protected by the de-
preciation of American currency and
the civil war, we must account for
this prosperity on some other basis.
A sober, industrious pe-ple became
prosperous more rapidly under some
circumstances than under others. They
became prosperous in proportion as
Government left them atone, as they
were not interfered with, and as they
were permitted to apply their capital
to those branches of industry fron
which, in their judgment, they would
realise the greatest rewards by the
proper application of their labour and
capital. In Canada some industries
that had never been protected
and had never asked for prote-
tion from the Government up to this
hour, were prosperous. We found also
that a great many of those who had
been asking for a higher tariff were
really prosperous. fie reforred par-
ticularly to the manufacture of cast-
ings. A number of gentlemen were
before the Depression Committee last
year who stated that, when they began
the manufacture of stoves, ploughs, agri-
cultural implements, etc., they had but
smaH capital, and that all the capital
they possessed had been produced
from the profits of the business in
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which they were engaged. Many
of those who began a quarter of a
century ago without a dollar were
to-day worth a quarter of a million.
He did not think that men who had
prospered to that extent ought to press
upon the Government the propriety of
making changes in the tariff, not for the
purpose of raising a larger revenue,
but in order to exclude competitors
from the Canadian market so that they
might realize larger profits. We found
that the farmer who went into the
backwoods, who obtained land worth
one dollar an acre, perhaps on credit,
and after thirty years of unremitting
toil succeeded in making his farm
worth $3,000, asked no favour from the
Government beyond protection to his
life and property; and it seemed to him
nost unfair that parties should ask the

Government to impose a tax upon the
various articles which the farmer found
it necessary to purchase, who, starting
at the same time as he, were now wort ai
$250,000, while he only had $3,000 as
the reward for his labour. This was
asking the Government to tax the poor
in order that they might become poorer,
and that the rich miglit enjoy not only
the profits produced by their own skill
and industry, but in order that they
night enjoy a share of the profits of
the men who worked and received but
little reward for their labour. He did
not pretend to say that one branch of
industry was likely to yield very much
more than another, but, so far as he could
ascertain of the number of employers,
about one to twelve invested in manufac-
turing industries. Perhaps the agricul-
tural population would average the same
amount of wealth to the same number.
But there was this difference-that
with the agrieultural population the
wealth was diffused. The $100,000
was not in the hands of one bat of 25
men. In the manufacturing portion
Of the community this condition of
things was reversed. But of 25 men,
one only possessed $100, and the other
24 .vere without any accumulation of
capital at all. It never could be in
the interests of the country, even if it
were Vise to adopt a protective policy,
tO impose a tax with the view of pre-
Venting the diffusion of capital, in
Order that it might be concentrated in
fe3v bands. When a period of

depression first came, who first felt it ?
It was the men without capital, who
depended upon their daily earnings for
subsistence. The policy that was com-
mended for the oonsideration of this
House was one which would change
this order of things-that would im-
pose a fine on that portion of the com-
munity amongst whom capital was
diffused, in order that it might be con-
centrated in fewer hands. In bis
opinion, in so far as the tariff had been
modified this year, it was modified in
the right direction,. in a way that
would only take from the people such
a tax as actually passed into the hands
of the Administi ation. It would not
relieve wealth at the expense of'
poverty. le believed we would re-
ceive far greater benefits from such a
course than by any unjust, unwise and
oppressive policy which would aid a
portion of the community to get rich
rapidly at the expense of those possess-
ing small capital. When the country
was very largely indebted, when its
circumstances were such that they had
to resort to almost every system ot
taxation, direct and indirect, in order
to preserve public credit and carry on
the Government, a Finance Minister
was necessarily the custodian of mis-
chiefs. le had to impose a very
considerable burden on the population
of the country, but it was bis business
to sec that that burden was as fairly
imposed upon all classes of people as
possible. If the views of hon. gentle-
men opposite were carried out, it was
not bis business to become a kind of
ministering angel seeking to alleviate
the burdens of the people, but he was
rather a demon who would impose
misery and oppression upon those least
able to bear it. He did not think that
the predictions of the hon. gentleman
opposite with regard to the unpopu-
larity of the policy of the Administra-
tion would prove to be well founded.
-He had no doubt that they would like
to see their predictions verified. He
had no doubt they would like to profit
-he would not say by their mistakes-
but like to profit politically even by
the misfortunes of the country.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Oh,
no.

Mr. MILLS said the I on. gentleman
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said " Oh, no," but he (Mr. Mills) said
a tax imposed for the benefit of one
portion of the community ut the ex-
pense of the rest was a tax calculated
to bring misfortune to the whole
population. It did not alleviate,
but was caleulated to aggravate,
the misfortunes of the people.
But ho was perfectly willing hon.
gentlemen opposite should console
themselves even with an idea of this
sort. The hon. gentleman opposite
was rather like an individual suffering
with pulmonary consumption, who
fancied every day that ho was getting
botter. The hon. gentleman thought
that every day lie was becoming
more and more popular-that by-
and-by lie would be worshipped
by the population of this country.
But he (Mr. Mills) thought the hon.
gentleman's case was every day
gotting worse and worse-that the
disease was mortal, and that, although
he and his friends were tenacious of
life, yet, after all, they would not be
able to hold out very long against the
good sense of the people. He had no
doubt that the hon. gentleman would
find that the discussion of this subject
would not tend to impress people with
the views promulgated in bis resolu-
tion. He had no doubt that the
agricultural portion of the community
were sufficiently alive to their own in-
terests, to know that a tax imposed
for the benefit of the few was unjust,
and that they would therefore not sup-
port the policy dimly shadowed forth
by the resolution of the lion. member
for Kingston.

Mr. WALLACE (Norfolk) said that
the hon. gentleman who had just taken
bis seat had spoken of the wide range
the discussion had taken. le was
sure that the hon. gentleman would
not blame the hon. members of this
side of the fHouse for that. If the hon.
gentleman would look back ho would
find that this wide range of discussion
was due, in a great measure, to the hon.
membersforNorth York (Mr. Dymond)
and for North Norfolk, (Mr. Charlton)
who both diverged very widely from
the subject ut issue and took occasion
to throw charges across the floor of
the House. ie agreed with the hon.
gentleman that the Government ought
to have a policy and that the Opposi-
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tion also ought to have a policy. And
he thought the country would see that
both parties had a policy-the one
diametrically opposed to the other.
The policy of the Ministry was to levy
taxation to raise revenue, without any
regard to the question whether the
raising of that revenue was going to be
injurious to the interests of the country
or not. The policy of the Opposition,
on the other hand, was to raise the
revenue and ut the same time to en-
courage the various industries in which
our people werc employed. Now, he
apprehonded that the people would
understand clearly the difference be-
tween the two policies. The hon.
gentleman said that the time of depres-
sion was not the time to undertake the
construction of public works-that that
time was not opportune for raising the
burdens of the people. He agreed with
the hon. gentleman that when there
was a depression it was not wise to
impose adlitional burdons on the peo-
ple if it could be helped ; but, if
it was nccessary in the interests of
the country to construct public works,
he would ask if there could be a more
oppoitune moment for doing so than
when the construction of those works
would aid the industries of the coun-
try ? That was what the people desired
to be done now. The hon. gentleman
also said that it was difficult to classify
mcmbers on the Opposition side of
the House; he wanted it to be inferred
that they were not agreed upon any-
thing. But the hon. gentleman should
remember that those who lived in
glass bouses should not throw stones.
It was true that there might be a dif-
ference of opinion on the question as
to the best mode of giving protection
to our manufacturing and other indus-
tries, but ho would ask that lion.
gentleman how his views coincided
with those of the hon. members for
Montreal (Mr. Workman), and H1am-
ilton (Mr. Wood), or the hon. membir
for Halifax (Mr. Jones). When the
hon. the Minister of the Interior quoted
Sir Alexander Galt's views, as express-
ed a great many years ago, he totally
ignored the viows that gentleman now
held.Sir Alexander Galhaving seen the
folly of the opinions ho had entertaned,
like a wise man, and not like the bon.
gentlemen on the opposite side of t0e
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House-who because they had said
they were Free-traders, must, under
al circumstances, be Free-traders--had
changed them, and did not now believe
that the policy he had once supported
would be in the interests of the coun-
try. The hon, gentlemen opposite
contended that what was suitable for
one country was suitable for ail
countries ; circumstances made no
difference in their estimation. A
country with a sparse population and
a small amount of capital was placed
by these hon. gentlemen on the sane
footing with a country possessed of
great wealth and a dense population.
lie held it might as well be said that,
because we wore fur coats in the
winter, we should also wear them in
summer; and, on the same principle, it
might be urged that, because we wore
heavy clothing, the same clothing
should be worn in India. The circum-
stances of a country and of a people
nust be taken into consideration in

their government; but these hon. gen-
tlemen thought nothing at ail of either
circumstances or surroundings ; be-
eause free trade was suited to
England, they maintained that it
must be suited to the Dominion. The
lhon. gentleman had said that his
hon. friend from Terrebonne (3Mr.
Masson) was a Communist. Now,
what, he would ask, did free trade
among nations mean if followed
out to its legitimate conclusions ?
It almost meant Communism, and be-
cause of this lie sometimes doubted the
correctness of the theory. It meant
the abolition of national distinctions,
and that each nation should strive to,
do the best it could for the good of
the whole, without looking after its own
particular interests; and this was Com-
munism as applied to individuals.
The hon. gentleman stated that the
interests of this country were sacri-
dced by the Washington Treaty, which
.gave away the navigation of the St.
Lawrence. He would like to know
Why our canals were deepened and
enlarged, if it was not for the very
Purpose of securing the passage of the
trade of the great West and North-
West through them to Montreal and to
England. If th'e free navigation of the
St. Lawrence had been given away,
What did this amount to ? The free

use of our canals had not been extended
to the Americans,-whose shipping, in
passing through them, paid the same
charges as our own; therefore, ho
apprehended that, in this relation, no
great sacrifice of Canadian interests
had been made. Of course, it might be
said that the free use of the St. Law-
rence might be prejudicial to our
interests in the event of war; but when
war broke out, ail treaties made with
the country with which we might be at
war would cease to exist; therefore, in
case of war with the United States,
this treaty would be of no effect. The
hon. gentleman had spoken as if im-
ports or exports were evidences of
wealth. He held that neither of them
could always be so considered. Impor-
tations, as the hon. gentleman had said,
might be evidence of indebtedness, and
this lie believed was the case of this
country to a very great extent. Our
imports last year exceeded our
exports by fourteen millions of dollars,
the former being ninety-four and the
latter eighty millions of dollars.
During previous years the differ-
ences were at times much greater.
How were the differences made up ?
They must signify indebtedness in
some way or other. He believed a
large portion of it was paid in this
manner: Our Trust and Loan and Credit
Companies borrowed money from
England, by means of which mort-
gages on Canadian town and city
property and farms were secured, and
the money raised upon them was sent
back in the shape of bills ofexchange,
thus helping to pay Canadian indebt-
edness. He apprehended that no hon.
gentleman would say that Ibis was
evidence of wealth on the part of
Canada. Exports might also be no
evidence of wealth. The comforts
enjoyed by a people, which they paid
for, really showed what their truc
wealth was. We might export what
we ought to consume, and what was
necessary for the comfort of the
people, to pay our indebtedness to
foreign countries; and, therefore, he
held that neither imports nor exports
could fairly be taken as evidences of
the wealth of a people. The hon.
gentleman said that the consumer
always paid the duty; this was a
fallacy. He admitted that, when an
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article was brought into a country
where it was not produced, the duty
on it was a tax on the consumer; but,
when an article was imported into a
country in which it was produced, and
in which the amount of such imports
was not so large as to control or make
any very material change in the mar-
ket, he held that the consumer did
not pay the duty. In illustration, he
would allude to Canadian barley.
American barley was sold in the
United States for 80c. a bushel,
and Canadian barley brought in that
country the same price. Canadian
barley was, however, subject to a duty
of 15 or 20 per cent., and, therefore,
he Leld that the Canadian producer
paid this duty. If the Canadian barley
had not been taken into .that market,
it was possible that American barley
migbt there have brought a higher
price. In this case it was clear that
the Canadian producer paid the 15
or 20 per cent., as the case might
be, to sistain the Government. The
hon. gentleman had told a story about
an Essex farmer who had sold his
barley in the United States and
bought corn there, but he thought it
could be shown that in both cases this
farmer had the duty to pay. In the
one case he was the producer and the
other the consumer, and therefore his
position was changed. In taking his
barley into the United States he had
the duty to pay, which, as was before
shown, was paid by the producer, and
in bringing back corn for feeding pur-
poses he was the consumer, and would
have had to pay the duty if one had
been imposed. Corn was grown to a'
very limited extent in this country,
and its price was, in a great measure,
regulated by the price of the American
article, and would have been increased
in cost by the amount of the duty.
-He held, therefore, that it was not cor-
rect to say that in all cases the con-
sumer paid the duty. It was also
argued that, if we bought so much corn
at 40c. per bushel and sold it again
at 60c. per bushel, therefore we
were richer as a people to the extent
of 'the difference between these two
prices. But, if we sold that corn out
of the country at 60c., we had to
pay the transportation and othe-
charges upon it to the market where

Mr. WALLACE.

it was sold, and consequently we
we did not make the 20c. If it was
sold in this country, we were no richer;
it would be only transferring wealth
from the pocket of the man who paid
the 60c. to the pocket of the man
who bought it at 40c., so that on the
whole the country would be no richer
by that transaction; and in the other
case the country would be only richer
to the extent of the difference between
the cost price, 40c,, with the charges
for transportation added to it, and the
60c. It might also be that we were
sending out a superior article, and
bringing in exchange an inferior one.
The hon. gentleman had spoken of the
advantage enjoyed by the Canadian
farmer in feeding his beeves with
American corn, because he could sell
poase at a higher price than the corn
cost; this was questionable. For in-
stance, the farmer, on computing the
profit he made upon his beef, must put
the cost of the production of a
bushel of pease against the cost
price of any other grain with
which ho fed his beeves. If he could
raise pease at 30c. a bushel, and feed
his beeves with themr, the cost of feeding
would be so much less to the extent of
the difference between 30c. and 50c.,
the price of the corn; so, instead of
selling the pease at a good price, the
farmer got this price in the sum
received for his meat. It was a fallacy
to say that the Canadian farmer, by
selling his pease at a high price, though
they cost less than the corn with which
he fed his beeves, made mo're than if
he fed them with the pease directly.
He thought the hon. gentlman most
unfortunate in his attempt to show that
the Canadian manufacturer had less to
compete with regarding American
manufacturers than with English
manufacturers. What articles were
chosen for the purpose? Edge tools,
above all things. Every hon. gentle-
man must know that, if there was one
thing more than another in which the
American could out-do the English
manufacturers, it was in edge tools.
American axes, chisels, etc., could not
be touched by the British article as
far as quality was concerned. And
to show that Canadian manufactures
were flourishing, what manufacture
had the hon. gentleman selected ?-
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the manufacture of stoves and agri-
eultural implements, etc. Every one
knew that the manufacture of such
articles enjoyed protection in addition
to the duty, because they were of little
-value in comparison with their bulk,
and because of the great cost of their
transportation, These hon, gentlemen

proved too much. They proved in
one instance what they said in anothei
case was untrue. The hon. gentlemen
said that the Canadian farmer realized
as much for his pease in the American
as in the English market last season ;
but the gentlemen opposite were
always averring that the English
market regulated the price of such
articles ; therefore, according to their
own showing, it was clear that the
English market did not always regulate
the price of pease. The hon. member
foir North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton)
had said that the Government had
fallen heir to difficulties bequeathed
them by the late Administration. The
hon. gentleman referred, as the first of
these difficulties, to British Columbia,
and the terms made with that Pro-
vince. He believed, however, that
every hon. member on the other side
of the House had been as desirous to
sec British Columbia enter the Union
as were the supporters of the late
Grovernment, so that the difficulty
could only relate to the terms of Union.
But these hon. gentlemen had not ob
served those conditions ; they had void-
ed the old contract; they had made a
new agreement on their own account,
and consequently these terms wer e not
a legacy bequeathed to them by the
late Government. The hon. member
had also spoken of the Manitoba
troubles as another legacy; but he
would remind the hon. gentleman that
he and bis friends caused these troubles.
When the negotiations for the pur-
chase of the North-West Territories
were in progress, the hon. gentleman
Opposite had declared that the inhabi-
tants of that country were being sold;
that their interests were not considered,
and that they were being deprived of
their rights, thus creating the diffi-
culties in question. It was unfair,
incorrect and unjust to say that these
troubles were a legacy bequeathed by
the late Government. The hon. gentle-
mnan also said that the Governmient was

47 .

not resporisible for the present depres-
sion. He admitted that this depression
was perhaps beyond the control of this
Government, but he did not doubt
that it was, in some degree, the creature
of the Government in this way: our
industries were controlled, in great
measure, by legislation, and the Gov-
ernment had not donc the very best
that could be donc in this relation.
They had undertaken such legislation,
but, in nine cases out of ten, their
legislation had injurod rather thai
benefitted our industries. The hon.
gentleman alleged that the depression
was consequent upon the American
War, and the inflation growing out of
a depreciated carrency. If this was
correct, why was not the depression
greater during, or immediately after
that war ? Why had such a length of
time elapsed before it reached its
present height? If it was caused by
War, it could not be due to the American
War, because that war had closed a
number of years ago, long before tho
depression began. It could not be due
to the depreciated currency, because
the depreciation was much greater
when there was no depression than it
was now. It must have been
owing to other circumstances.
The hon. gentleman said the -old Gov-
ernment had nothing to do with the
prosperity of the country which
existed between 1867 and 1873. If
Governments tiad nothing to do with
retarding or maàking prosperity, he
would ask why the hon. gentlemen,
when in Opposition, were so anxious
for a change of Administration. They
led the people to believe that the
country was going to ruin, and they
asked to be allowed to show how
prosperous they would make the con-
dition of things. Vas that true, or
were the bon. gentlemen trying to get
control of the Government under false
pretences ? The hon. gentleman said
that protection meant an increase in
the price of everything. If so, it was
very strange that in a country where
there was such a heavy protective
system as in the United States they

-could send so many manufactured
goods into free-trade England. The
hon. gentleman then spoke of the lum-
ber trade. He said it was one of the
n ost important industries in this
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country. He (Mir. Wallace) was not
going to undervalue the lumberinterest.
There was a large amount of wealth in
it and it gave employment to a great
number of hands. But, atter all, it was
not one of the most important interests
in the country. The timber wealth
had been growing up for centuries,
without any labour being spent upon
it. A great deal of it was exported in
logs and in round timber, and the
exportation of these could not be a very
important industry.

Several ION. MEMBERS: Where?

Mr. WALLACE said ho knew that
it was so in the county he represented,
and in the county of Kent. If the
lumber was manufactured into furni-
ture or implements of husbandry, or if
ships were made of it, then it would
be a much more important industry
than it was at prosent, important as he
admitted it to be. Thon the hon. gen-
tleman had spoken of American
domestic manufactures, and said that
the export of American manufactures
bore no proportion to the whole of the
manufactures; and yet the American
people had to pay a tax upon those
domestic articles which they consumed
as well as upon foreign articles. But
ho (Mr. Wallace) did not think this
susceptible of proof. Ho would say
that the aggregate happiness of the
human race might have been just as
great if the $4,000,000,000 worth of
goods manufactured in the United States
had been manufactured in the looms
and workshops of Great Britain, France,
Germany and Belgium, but no man
would deny that, if this had been donc,
the American nation would not be so
great as the was to-day, and there
would not be those hives of industry
which now existed. There would not
be the New Yorks, the Chicagos, the
Philadelphias, the Baltimores, the
Lynns, the Lowells, if the old policy
that the colonies should manufacture
nothing, not even a hob-nail, for them-
selves had been carried out. Speaking
about corn, it had been stated that the
duty on it only affected the sec-
tion of country in which the corn
was produced; but this was a very
narrow view. A large portion of
the corn was used for distilling
purposes, and another large portion was

Mr. WALLACE.

used for food ; and when American corn
came into Canada it entered-into con-
petition with the Canadian farmer-not
only with his corn, but it reduced the
price of his oats and coarâe grains.
He was astonished to hear, as he had
heard the hon. member for North Nor-
folk (Mr. Charlton), a ropresenta tive of
the Canadian people, undertake in the
House of Commons of Canada to
belittle the people whom lie repre-
sented. It was said that this country
was unknown in New York, and that,
if we attempted to regulate our policy
in the interosts of Canada, we must be
careful, we must beware lest the
United States adopted a retaliatory
policy in return, and put a duty on
our lumber and prevented the Cana-
dian lumberinan from going into the
American market; and lest also
they would reduce the price of Cana-
dian barley by growing barley them-
selves on the prairies. He would liko
to know whether the Americans had
stopped growing barley on their
prairies in order that Canadians might
have a good price in the American
market, or had kept up the price of
American lumber in order that Cana-
dian lumber might have a botter price.
A mericans bought from Canada because
it was to their interest to do so;
nothing more. It mattered not what
policy we adopted, they would not
adopt a rotaliatory policy unless it
suited their purpose, and if it suited
them to adopt a rotaliatory policy,
they would do so, no matter what we
did. The hon. member for South
Waterloo (Mr. Young) said: " Yo
must speak with bated breath for fear
of the Americans, and not let thein
know what our policy is." He (Mr.
Wallace) would ask whether the Cana-
dians existed by sufferance of the
Americans. and whether we were thoir
vassals ? It was disgraceful that a
representative of free mon should say
Canada ought not to do what she be-
lieved to be for her interest, for fear of
the American people. If we were free
men, then we should legislate so as to
promote Canadian interesta, without
reference to what Americans thought or
what they might do. The hon. membor
for North Norfolk (Mir. Charlton) had
lad a fling at the right hon. member
for Kingston, but it would be well for
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that hon. gentleman, or the foremost of
his friends, after being in political life
as many years as the right hon. gentle-
man had been, if they stood as high in
the estimation of the people of this
country as the hon. leader of the Op-
position did. It was not that the right
bon. gentleman was blameless that
he said this, but because, although
he made no professions to be
more honest or pure than other
mon, yet no one pretended to say
that ho had dono a wrong to the
ecountrv to benefit himself. The hon.
the Premier had said the prospeiity of
the country was independent of either
side of the House. With this pro-
position he quite concurred. No
legislation could enact prosperity; the
elements of a country's greatness
existed independent of legislation; it
consisted of its natural resources and the
industry of its people. Industry, pru-
dence and economy would create wealth
and prosperity, while indolence, waste
and extravagance would always croate
poverty and misery; but, while logis-
lation could not of itself croate pros-
perity, it could, if wise, promote it;
whereas, if it -was unwise, it would
retard and check it, and this
was what the Opposition contended
the logislation of the present Governi-
ment had done. The hon. member for
Bothwell (Mr. Mills) said the present
Government had so arranged the tariff
that the taxes on one article did
lot increase the price of another. This

ho (Mr. Wallace) held was impossible,
masmuch as every article entered into
either the food, fuel or clothing of the
producer and increased the cost of his
living, which, as a matter of necessity,
added to the cost of his productions.
In a country like Canada, where so
ruch business was done on credit,
which was a sort of circulating
medium, a feeling of confidence
was absolutely necessary. But
the course of the Government had
been such as to stamp out confidence.
The Finance Minister, when ho came
intopower, undertook to re-arrange the
tariff, and such was his policy that depu-
tation after deputation waited upon him
to Protest against his action, and the
Confidence among business men was
dOstroyed entirely. And the thing
which had produced great alarm was

the black picture the Finance Minister
had drawn of the future prospects of
this country. These causes had tended
to aggravate and intensify the existing
distress if they did not croate it. The
Government now refused to do any-
thing to help our languishing indus-
tries; and in this they were as culpable
as the man who would see another
drown without making any effort to
save him. Some of the hon. gentlemen
opposite had attempted to define the
policy of the Opposition as one of rigid
protection. But it was not proposed
to protect the people from themselves,
nor was it proposed to create motnopo-
lies or rings. Our own manufacturcrs
had a very unequal match to tight.
Not only were they met with an ex-
ceedingly high duty in the United
States, but in that country a drawback
was allowed on all articles imported
into Canada, which would be duti-
able if exported from Canada
into the American market. Old
establishments with large capital,
had always the advantage over young
establishments with small capital.
The Canadians were willing to
compete with those disadvantages:
but they were unwilling that they
should be overwhelmed with the addi-
tional disadvantage of high taxes, wbich
met them when they entered the
American market, and they weru
unwilling to be compelled to compote
with the degraded labour and cheaper
money of some of the European coun-
tries. It was declared that the Protec-
tionists were entirely wrong in their
views. The whole system of Govern-
ment was, however, one of protection ;
it was the protecting of the right
against the wrong and the weak against
the strong. The hon. the Premier
had declared that protection was of
the dark ages. It was the essence of
civilization. The higher the civiliza-
tioli, the greater would be the amount
of protection which the Government
would afford the people. The first step
from barbarism wai protection. Hon.
gentlemen opposite talked much about
making Canada a cheap country to 1 ive
in. If that was all that was desirable,
our civilization was a blunder indeed,
a crime against humanity, because the
effect of civilization was to nake
living more expensive But thl:e
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hon. gentlemen who talked loudest
about making this a cheap coun-
try, did not theinselves wish to
live cheaply. They wanted good houses
and clothing and to fare sumptuously,
but that some one else should be able
to live cheaply. He desired not only
that Canada should be a cheap country
to live in, but that it should be a coun-
try where the industrious man had
most of the comfort, and indeed of the
luxuries, of life. That should be the
aim of statesmen, rather than trying
to make this a cheap country. If cheap
living was al[ that was required, surely
it could be had, when the aboriginés
lived by the chase and did not till the
soil. To return to such cheapness of
living meant barbarism. He believed
tbat free trade was a great and grand
idea, but its advocates claimed for it
too much credit. They went back to
the period of the inception of free trade,
and pointed to the advance made in
the trade of the world since that time.
It was a factor in the world's prosperity,
but it was only one with a number of
concurrent causes. The world's trade
would not have made such rapid pro-
gress as it had donc, if there had not
been the discovery of steam and the
great invent-ons in machinery. The
discoveries of gold in California and
Australia bad also stimulated indus-
tries; and, therefore, it was not
true to say that the great strides
in the world's industry had been
due t free trade alone. Frce trade
would have done little for the
great West if there had not been rail-
ways to carry produce to the eastern
markets, and to carry the manufactures
of the east in exchange for the pro-
ducts of the west. The country would
not have been so rapidly developed
except for the railways. There were
concurrent causes with free trade,
whereby the world's business had made
great strides during the last century;
but that progress was due as much,
and perhaps more, Io causes other
than so-called frec trade. The
people of the country should under-
stand the difference between the poli-
tical parties, and it was this: that while
the prebent Governmeit levied taxation
solely with a view to revenue, without
having any regard as to how it would
affect the industries of the country, the

Mr. WALLAom.

Opposition, while ievying taxation for
the purpose of raising revenue, at the
same time desired so to levy it as to
stimulate and encourage Canadian ,in-
dustries. This was the course which
every lover of his country should
adopt. He believed hon. members would
show themselves to be true patriots, as
having the truc interests of the Domin-
ion at heart, if, instead of striving, as
the Government wore now striving, to
make this a cheap country to live in,
they would seek to make it a country
where the industrial people would be
best clothed, best fed and best housed,
of any country in the world.

Mr. PATERSON said there was
one aspect of the question ho wished
to present to the House, which had not
been brought out as clearly as ho de-
sired it. The House was discussing a
question in regard to which one party
was committed while the other party
was fighting with a free lance, not
being committed in any way. It was
the duty of the Government to bring
down to the House a policy and that
they had done, as their policy was now
before the House and the country, and
hon. members knew what were the
intentions of the Governnent in regard
to the tariff; that the tariff would be
retained as at prosent, with the excep-
tions proposed by the hon. thoMinister
of Finance within the last few days. It
became the duty of hon. members, in
determining whether the Govern-
ment was entitled to their confi-
douce or not, to consider whether
any botter policy than that of the
Government had been enunciated.
Hon. gentlemen of the Opposition
stated that they had a policy. There
appeared to be a policy ftoating
about in the brains of the Opposition,
which, when presented to the House, it
was said, would exceed that of the
Government as light did darkness, but
it had not yet been presented. He had
listened attentively to the speeches of
Opposition members and bad endea-
voured to ascertain what was their
particular line of policy. One hon.
member adopted a line of policy in
favour of a prohibitory tariff, but he
was followed by another hon. memuber
who vas careful to repudiate any such
sentiment as being held by the Oppo-
sition. Some hon. mombers of tho
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Opposition informed the House that
they would have a tariff levied on such
articles as were produced in the coun-
try, thereby to obtain revenue and
promote the industries of the country.

at was the view taken by the last
speaker, who was in honour bound to
support the Administration of the day
in their policy, for that which he had
enunciated was the policy of the Gov-
ernment. If there was trouble in
understanding the views of the Oppo-
sition, it arose from the fact that those
gentlemen were afraid to attach them-
selves to anything definite. They
introduced resolutions which meant
nothing. They endeavoured, by resolu-
tions, in which were vords without
meaning, to have the House committed
to one principle-a declaration of want
of confidence in the Government. It
might suit hon. members who had no
confidence in the Administration to
vote for such resolutions, but, if they
wished to seek the support of those
who were not devoid of confidence in
the Government, then they must give
reasons why the Administration should
not be supported and submit a policy
so that hon. members might dotermine
between the two parties. The tariff was
a question that had been very much
Mixed up with other matters in the
speeches of hon. members of the Oppo-
sition. They were fully aware that
the Govornment was charged with
the duty of raising a revenue ; certain
expenditures were incurred by the
Gountry and certain works had neces-
sarily to be prosecuted, and it was
therefore necessary for the Government
to devise way.i and means whereby
they might raise a revenue. Thero
were two ways open to the Govern-
ment to do this. They might take
the principle of direct taxation as the
basis, and levy taxes directly as did
the municipalities; or they might
obtain a revenue from duties levied on
goods imported into the country. He
thought that direct taxation, while it
had some advantages, especially that
of cheapness, was a principle not con
sidered as at all practicable by either
oF the great political parties, and
neither party thought of acting upon
it. It had been decided by common
consent that revenue should be raised
by a tariff-duties being levied.upon

goods imported into the country. That
point being determined, it became a
very serions question with the Finance
Minister to determine from what class
of goods the revenue should be raised.
Different countries had adopted differ-
ent plans in regard to that matter. In
England, the Finance Minister raised
all the revenue required from a very
few articles. The United States
adcpted an entirely different policy
and imposed a beavy Customs duty on
almost every article imported. Il
Canada, we had adopted the policy that
prevailed in the UJnited States to a
great extent qualified. It differed from
the policy of England inasmuch as the
duties were imposed on a long list of
articles; it differed from that of the
United States in that, while it re-
sembled that policy in the number of
articles upon which duty was levied,
the rate of duty was very much less.
The trua and proper policy for this
country to adopt and maintain was that
which. was pursued by the Government
at the present time. The Government
had taken this wise precantion : that, in
obtaining revenue by a Customs tariff,
they had an eye to the material well-
being of the country as well as to
revenue. It was a baseless charge
made by the last speaker when he
said that the Government were bound
to raise revenue, no matter what
might be the effect on the national
industries. He (Mr. Paterson) would
not support any Government which, in
raising the revenue, did not exorcise
care in regard to the business inter-
ests of the country. He maintained
that the Government had the public
interest at heart, and they had framed
a tariff and adopted a policy which,
while securing revenue, would min-
ister to the well-being of the Domi-
nion. They had seen fit to impose
duties on imported manufactured
goods, and the effect of that wise and
efficient policy had been that, while
they had secured revenue, they had
fostered, stimulated and encouraged
our manufacturing industries, until
Canada to-day, in proportion to her
population, stood in a proud position
with regard to manufactures. The
hon. member for South Noifolk (Mr.
Wallace) had endeavoured to distort
the argument used by the hon.
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member for North Norfolk (ir. Charl-
ton) and tried to make it appear
that he had adopted a line of argu-
ment exalting the United States at
the expense of Canada. If he rightly
understood the hon. member for
North Norfolk, he spoke in regard
to imposing retaliatory duties on
United States products, and, like a
wise man sitting down to count the
costs before he entered into an enter-
prise, he asked the House to consider
whether four millions were able to
fight successfully forty millions of
people. That was not belittling his
country. The men who were belit-
tling Canada and exalting the United
States at its expense were those men
who were continually declaring that
our manufactures were crushed out of
existence, that in this country there
was not energy and ability suffi-
cient to enable us to compete with
the manufacturers of the United
States-men who made that statement
in face of the Canadian exhibit at
Philadelphia and our success there,
when we showed that not only in the
department of education, but in
agriculture and manufactures, this
Dominion occupied a proud position
among the nations. What was the
result of that Centennial Exhibition in
regard to our manufacturing interests ?
Did not hon. gentlemen know that
commissioners from distant countries
were led to visit Canada by the very
fact that at that Exhibition they
observed Canadian manufacturers com-
peting with American manufacturers
in quality of goods, and under-
selling them in price ? To-day, a large
and growing market was being opened
Up in the Australian colonies from the
exhibit ,of Canadian manufactures
made at Philadelphia. In the face of
those facts, hon. members of the
Opposition, in mournful tones, were
belittling this country, saying that we
were not able to compete with the
United States unless two and a half
per cent. more protection were given
to every manutcturer living in our
midst. No doubt there was sonewhat
of depression existing, but it was not
confined to manufacturers. The sta-
tistics of failures showed a larger
proportion among importers than
manufacturers. It was truc that

Mr. PATERSON.

manufacturers had suffered with the
rest of the community, but it was not
correct to say that they were being
crushed out, and were unable to bear
the strain now upon all classes. * He
believed in protection to manufactures,
and ho made a speech last year when
a Committee was moved for in regard
to the depression of trade, in which he
took the ground that it was the duty
of the Government to consider manu-
facturing interests in framing any
tariff. He took that ground now.
He supported the Government last
year, because he was convinced they
had the interests of manufacturers at
heart, and he supported them now
because he was satisfied they had the
same interests at heart they had then.

Mr. WHITE (East Hastings): Yon
will support the Government whatever
policy they adopt.

Mr. PATERSON said the hon.
member for East Hastings (Mr. White)
seemed to think that he had some con-
fidence in the Government. He would
tell him that he had a great deal more
confidence in them than in the hon.
gentleman; and when he looked on
the Opposition benches and thought of
the remote possibility of those gentle-
men crossing over to the Ministerial
side of the House, he confessed that it
was a calamity which he hoped would
never overtake this country. He
believed that the policy of the
Government was one which ought
to be adopted and maintained.
He believed it had been main-
tained, and that any hon. gentleman
who was well disposed to all the inter-
ests of the country would support the
Government in maintaining that policy
in the future. The hon. the leader
of the Oposition asked that he should
be judged by words, but he (Mr. Pater-
son) judged by the action of the Gov-
ernment in reference to this matter.
To speak about manufactures being
depressed, or in difficulties, did nO
good; but the Government that would
take action, and by that action giVC
relief, ought to be encouraged. vhat
were the facts of the case ? What was
the action of this Government ? fHad
they shown a want of interest or care
for the manufactures of this country?
What was the very first thing they
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did when they came into office ?
They found the public Exchoquer
run low owing to the extravagance
of their prodecessors. They found
that there were engagements entered
into that would more than consume
the revenue on the basis of taxation
then levied, and it became necessary,
in order to meet those engagements,
that additional taxation should be
inposed. What was the result ; a
total disregard of the manufactures of
the country ? No; in raising that
additional amount they had put 2j per
cent. on manufactured goods, thus
seeuring more revenue and at the same
ti me gi ving increased protection. What
was the course of hon. gentlemen
opposite on that occasion; what was
the course of the hon. gentlemen who
claimed to be the manufacturers'
friends ? Tho hon, member for Cum-
berland rose in his place and denounced
the hon. the Finance Minister for
attempting to enter the thin edge
of the wedge of protect ion. He
(Mir. 'Paterson) was cognizant of
one interest which, under that
tariff, had received from the hands
of the Government 100 per cent. more
proteetion than it had under the pre-
vions Administration. Deputation after
deputation waited on the late Govern-
ment to secure somo protection, but all
in vain. It was, however, conceded at
once by the hon. the present Finance
Minister, because he saw that that
industry was not in as fair a condition
as other industries in the country.
He remembered that when the hon.
the Finance Minister brought down the
tariff to the House on that occasion, 5
per cent. protection was placed on pig
iron. We had, within six miles of Otta-
wa and in other parts of the Dominion,
large mountains of iron ore, equal in
quality to that of any other part of the
world. This had to be taken to Cleve-
land to be smeltod and thon brought
back in the shape of pig iron to Canada
to b worked up. The hon. the Fin-
ance Minister thought that the manu.
facture of pig iron should bo stimulated
in this country. With that object in
view, he put a duty of 5 per cent. on

ig iron. But the tariff was denounced.
Large deputations of manufacturers

waited upon the hon. the Finance Min-
-ter and urged that such a dtty would

be ruinons to the iron interests of
Canada. The hon. the Finance Min-
ister showed a regard for the country's
welfare and well-being, and he listen-
ed to the representations, reconsidered
his tariff and struck off the duty ho
proposed to put on pig iron. He (Mr.
Paterson) would ask tho manufacturers
who had proved himself to be their
friend ? Whether thev did not think
better to support an Administration
which treated them in that way or
whether they were disposed to sup-
port anAdministration which denounced
the Government for raising the tariff
to 17½ per cent. when they
thought the interests of the revenue
required it. He had no faith in the mo-
tion offered by the hon. member for
Kingston. Last year that hon. gentle-
man had been been kind enough to refer
to him and say that his amendment
would give the hon. member for South
Branit an opportunity to show the
interest he felt for the farmers and
manufacturers. The bon. gentleman
had given many opportunities to the
hon. member for Brant to observe bis
line of policy in this -House, and he
(Mr. Paterson) could only assure him
that no clap-trap motion should lead
him away from the support of the
Government. They wanted resolutions
introduced by hon gentlemen whose pro-
fessed dealings with the question would
warrant the House in believing they
had some honesty in introducing them.
His views with reference to that
amendment were very much strength-
ened by events whieh preceded as well
as succeeded it. The House would
remember that the resolution of the
hon. member for Hamilton recited that
it was in the interests of Canada that
differential duties should be levied-in
other words that the home Govern-
ment should bo memoralized for power
to impose differential duties on goods
coming from the United States. That
resolution also embodied an expression
of confidence in the genoral policy of
the Government. What were the re-
marks of the hon. membor for King-
ston ? In reference to that resolution,
some of the hon. gentleman's suppor-
ters told the House that they did not
believe in putting heavy duties against
England but that they favoured
putting them on against the United
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States. Every one of them voted the
resolution down, and why ? The hon.
member for Kingston gave the reason.
It was noL because of the differential
duties. He said that a resolution had
been introduced calculated to give
every consideration to the manufac-
turers, but, while the lion. gentleman
found fault with the financial policy of
the Government in his resolution, he.
in the next place, expressed confidence
in the general policy of the Govern-
ment, and therefore he could not
support the proposition. The tariff
was of no consequence. Manufacturers
were of no consequence. He would
have gone for the whole thing or any-
thing, but there was that expression of
confidence in the general policy of the
G-overnment, and therefore he could
not support the amendment. When
the hon. member for Montreal intro-
duced his resolution for greater protec-
tion, the hon, gentleman denounced it
as one-sided. He held that it was pro-
posing to give undue advantages to
one class at the expense of another and
was therefore unwise and unjust. Then
in the motions now before the House
they had another illustration of the
policy of that hon. gentleman. He
had moved :

" That the said Resolution be not now
read a second time, but that it be resolved:
That this House regrets that the financial
policy submitted by the Government in-
creases the burthen of taxation on the peo-
ple, without any compensating advantage te
Canadian industries; and further, that this
House is of opinion that the deficiency in the
revenue 8hould be met by a diminution of
expenditure, aided by such a re-adjustment
of the tariff as will benefit and foster the
agricultural, mining and manufaetuirng
interests of the Dominion."

That last sentence, according to the
organ of the hon. gentleman, and
according to the sentiments uttered by
bis supporters in this House, composed
the grand National Policy of the
Opposition. Now, the hon. member
for Hamilton moved that that grand
resolution be struck out and that some-
thing else, entirely different and foreign
to it, should be substituted. The hon.
member for Kingston indignantly
commented upon that resolution. Hle
characterized it as selfish and one-sided
-as a policy that was enunciated in
the interests of the manufacturers only

MII'. PATERSON.

-that it was for the special benefit of
a few manufacturers of Hamilton, but
still the hon. gentleman said he
intended to vote for that resolution.
No question more clearly illustrated
the policy of the Opposition than did
their course upon the coal oil question.
It would be remembered that the duty
on coal oil was 15c. per gallon, and
that there was an Excise duty upon it
of 5c. per gallon. ' About the close
of last Session, the hon. member
for Stanstead (Mr. Colby) moved
that the import duty on coal oil
should be reduced from 15c. to 7½e.
per gallon. The hon. member for
East Middlesex (Mr. Macmillan) made
a speech on that occasion to show how
unjust such a step would be to the refi-
ners of coal oil. But what was the con-
duct of the Government in regard to
that matter? The hon. the Finance
Minister said that that interest had an
undue amount of protection, and that
he would deal with it this year, but that,
in dealing with it, the interests of refi-
ners must be guarded. . That hon. gen-
tleman had fulfilled his promise; lie
had given a sufficient protection to the
refiners, while, at the same time, he
reduced the cost to the consumer.
Upon that occasion, however, the whole
Opposition were found voting with the
hon. member for Stanstead. He (Mr. Pat-
erson) wished to correct himself in that
statement, as the name of one notable
member of the Opposition, the Right
Ion. Sir John A. Macdonald, was not
te 'b found on the division list. He
had a very distinct recollection that,
up to the very moment the division
bell rang, the right hon. gentleman was
in his seat. Surely there was soile-
thing strange in his name not appear1-
ing in the division list. That was the
right hon. gentleman's opportunity te
show that he desired to do something
to relieve the manufacturing industries.
The motion was made to wipe Out oee
of the great industries of the country,
but did the hon. gentleman oppose it?
Nothing of the kind. Though in the
flouse at the time the division bell
rang, he fled the scene when the vote
was being taken : "paired " with himself
was the word to use in characterizin.
this action on the part of sncb a promi-
nent member. But " shirked" Was the
term which would be applied to such
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conduct on the part if a les dis-
tinguished member. That was the
action of a statesman who proposed to
give back prosperity to the country by
protecting its industries. Canada ex-
pected that ber statesmen, if they were
mistaken in their policy, sbould, at any
rate, be men not afraid to stand by and
avow their policy. The country want-
ed statesmen at the bead of affairs who,
aithough mistaken on some points,
were not afraid to maintain their ex-
pressed policy. He- (Mr. Paterson)
thought he had successfully proved
that he had taken the right step for
the protection of the manufacturing
interest by supporting a Government
who made it their aim, in a revision of
the tariff, to attend to the whole in-
terests of the community. The hon.
member for Kingston told them that
while he sbould vote for a resolution
which gave protection to manufac-
tarers alone, he believed it was selfish;
and that the protection ought to be
eKtendod also to the mining and agri-
caltural interests. But, as the resolu-
îon of the hon. member for Hamilton
reåfected somewhat on the Government,
and would be apt to gain one or two
more votes than his own, he decided to
sacrifice the farmers and the miners.
But the hon. gentleman said he would
again introduce his resolution, but the
Country would estimate it at its proper
worth when they found the hon. gen-
teman had attempted to vote it down
himself. What had been the course of
the hon. member for Kingston in re-
gard to the agricultural interests.
Neither by resolution or speech
had ho expressed himself in
favou' of putting a duty on flour.
They did not want resolutions which
neant nothing, and they wished to
learn what duties it was proposed to
put on flour and grain. The hon. gen-ileman might not be able to state this
iz bis motion, but he could not be pro-
vented from doing so in his speech.
They desired to learn the duties pro-
Posed on flour, wheat and corn in order
that they might judge the question
intellhgently. The hon, gentleman had
".ot commjitted himself in this connec-
t'on. He would call the attention of
the Koeuse to the course pursued by the
hon, gentleman in this regard last
year. It would be remembered that

the hon.gentleman while going through
the country, had endeavoured to make
farmers believe that he favoured a tax
on grain and a policy beneficial to>
them; he had not said so distinctly
thon, or in the louse, nor did the
rosolution say so, and they must know
what the resolution meant. A Com-
mittee had been &sked for last Session
by the lion. member for Centre.
Wellington (Mr Orton) to ascertain,
whother it would be in the in-
terests of the farmer to levy a
duty on grain, and this motion pre-
vailed. He had favoured its appoint-
ment, and he had said he had under-
stood that the House would be peti-
tioned in this respect. The hon. mem-
ber for Kingston had declared that he
was loaded down with letters demand-
ing such a course. He had thought
information on these matters desirable,
and he had said he had as yet been
unable to ascertain how a duty on,
grain or wheat could enhance its
price, when we exported a surplus..
But, before that Committee had
appointed its chairman, the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, who had voted for
it, introduced the celebrated rosolution
which he, or rather some of his sup-
porters, said favoured a duty on grain.
He had to remind the House that the
hon. member for Kingston, in the-
course of his long political exporience
and while leader of a Government, had
imposed, on one or two occasions,,
duties on grain. In 1867, the Finance-
Minister had introduced a tariff in
which provision was made for a duty
on flour and coarse grains, but not on
wbeat; but in the spring of the very
next year a motion was made for the
repeal of this policy, and the hon.
member for Kingston then said that
these duties were imposed to show the
Americans that we were independent of
them ; but, as they had been found to
work against the prosperity of certain
sections of the country, their repeal
was a stop in the right direction. Such
duties were again imposed in 1870; but
in 1871, during the absence of the hon.
member for Kingston, the members of
his Government and their supporters
again repealed the duties on grain.
Such had been their course with refer-
ence to this matter; and he wanted to,
know whether the present policy had&
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enore stability, and whether it was a
scheme to benefit the agricultural
interest, or devised merely to assist in
their transference to the Treasury
benches. They would, in this regard,

4have to take bonds froin the lion. mein-
,bers for Cumberland and for Kingston,
before they could permit them once
*more to take office,-that they vould
eiiot themselves assist in strangling the
policy which they had declared to be
in the best interests of the country.
He did not propose to discuss whether
.duties on grain would be in the interest
,of the farmer. Ho contended that this·question was not declared in the reso-
lution. The hon. member for Kingston
e(Sir John A. Macdonald) had said he
was charged by the hon. member for
North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) with the
introduction of a log-rolling system,
:and the hon. gentleman had not denied
st, but rather had gloried in whatwould
be considered a disgrace in connection
with a municipal council. The hon.
gentleman had also gone on to tell how
lie would make the log roll; ho would
put the miner at one end, the manu-
facturer at the other end, and the
farmer at the middle, which would be
the heaviest part. This was protection
to the farmer, who would be made to
lift up both the miner and the manu-
'facturer. He held that any member
who had no confidence in the Admin-
istration, whether Protectionist or
Free-trader, or modified Protec-
tionist or modified Free-trader, could
vote for the resolution of the hon.
member for Kingston. The great
Free-trader, the hon. member for
queen's, (Mir. Pope) could vote for
it without hesitation. He expresse I
-no confidence in the Governmont and
nothing more ; and, by a parity of rea-
ffoning, it was equally incumbont on
every hon. gentleman who hai conti-
-dence in the Government, to vote
against the resolution. If the Govern-
ment was unworthy of their confidence,
their supp>r should be withdrawn ;
but he wished to know, if that was the
case, why this was not shown. lHe
approved of the course of the hon.
member for North York (Mr. Dymond)
who had called upon the Opposition to
formulate, in the House, the charges
they had made against the Governznent
Lkroughout the country, and to prove

Mr.'PA TE RSoN.

them beforo à Committee of investjg.
tion ; until such proof was made,
it was the duty of' the supporter.
of the Administration to stand by
it. The hon. member fbr Ottawa
(Mr. Currier), who was a strong
supporter of the hon. member fo.
Kingston, had said that if half of the
charges made against the members of
the Government by the Oppositioi
were true they should be in the Peni.
tentiary,-that the members of the
Government should iot only be out of
office but also in the Penitentiary. Did
not this imply that these charges were
so base that they could not be believed.
or could it be expected that thev
could be believed ? Never had the O-
position been subjected to such charge-
as had been hurled against the Govern-
ment of the day. One was that the
Prime Minister was a poor man when
he took office three years ago, and
that to-day ho was a millionaire.
though it was well known how
the hon. gentleman entertained his
friends and political opponents as wel!.
This charge implied wilful corruption.
but they were not prepared to endorse
any such insinuation. If charges could
be made, lot thom be preferred. The
hon. the Premier had challenged his
opponents to establish themi, on the
opening of Parliament, ani on his own
account ho (Mr. Paterson) reniewed his
roquest. If the First Minister iVas cor-
rupt, they should know it; and, if the
Minister of Justice hai ever been
guilty of taking public money in order
to bribe a criminal charged with mur-
der to evade justice, and at the same
time lad gone through the country
and exclaimel: "Would to God I
could catch him," lie wished to kno'g
it, and if he did, ho participated in his
guilt by supporting him. lIe did not
maintain that the Ministry Was per-
feetly infallible. They might have
made mistakes, but lie did claim foi
them honesty and integrity Of purpose
and ability. In proof thereof, ho point-
el to the valuable laws which they had
placed on the Statute-book, and for
which they had fought while in Opp-
sition. They had provided for simflo
taneous elections; and to their honomr
it was to be said that, scorning to
follow the practice of the hon. member
for Kingston, they had acted on this
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pinciple in 1874, when no such law
existed. A pure Election Law had also
been enacted, and an improved Insol-
vency Law as well. They had estab-
iished successfully the Supreme Court,
which had been previously proposed
but not brought into operation, and the
country was now enjoying the advan-
tages conferred by the existence of
this distinguished tribunal. The
administration of the Departments
had been admirable and efficient, and
he urgcd hon. members to give to the
g'entlemen who conducted the affairs
of the country a fair and honest sup-
port for what they had accomplished.
He would ask the House to consider
the herculean task placed upon the
shoulders of the hon. the Premier. He
w is saddled with liabilities and respon-
siilities which he had not incurred,
and he was hampored with the claims
of Britsh Columbia, and with all the
hasty, ill-considered and ill-devised
bargains made by the previous Govern-
ment. There was something like fair
play in Opposition. He believed it
was the right of the Opposition to find
fault; but he did not think the Op-
position should blame the Govern-
ment for matters for which they
were not responsible. The hon. mem-
ber for North Ontario (Mr. Gibbs,)
lamented the absence of patriotism,
evinced by the Government, and ho
called upon the Government to resign;
but the Government did not vacate
their seats in response to his appeals.
if the hon. member for North Ontario
laid se much stress upon patriotism,
he night show it by purchasing only
those articles made in Canada, even
if they were dearer than those made
' the United States. A great many

memabers had alluded to the speech of
the hon. member for North Norfolk
lalde last year. It Lad been charged

"Pcen that hon. gentleman that his
'peech last year was a strong protec-
ti 0 speech, and that this year lie had
entirely changed his ground. It
mnight be that the hon. gentleman had
m'ade a mistake, but it might bo that
h was consistent. The position

taken by the hon. member last year
was that the protection te manufac-
tures was in the interest of the con-

iOiers as well as of the manufae-
to a certain extent, and that

this protection was givena by the
policy of the Government. Precisely
the same views had been expressed by
him this year. He held it to be the
duty of the Government, when raising
the tariff, to levy upon manufactured
goods and to protect manufacturers in
this country. Garbled extracts of the
speech of the hon. gentleman had
been made, but those who took the
speech as it was delivered, would fnd
that that speech of last year and the
speech he had deliverQd this year
were identical in principle. What
did the hon. gentleman say in that
speech ?

"I had believed that protection, to a cer-
tain extent and certain limits, would benefit
the country."

And this was the policy which had
been inaugurated and maintained by
this Government. The hon. member
went on to say:

" Although protection bas conferred great
benefits upon the United States, I think it
can be clearly shown that the amount of pro-
tection in that country has been altogether
greater than necessary for the purpose of pro-
moting its interests; and, in coneequence of
that, over-protection, monopolies and rings
were created, and a gamblhng element was
introduced into all business transactions."

The hon. memuber used precisely the
same language in his speech this year.
Further down he went on to say:

e I am satisfied that the manufacturers of
the United States, through lobbying, obtain-
ed vastly more protection than they were
entitled *to, or the country should have
granted."

The hon. member for N-rth Norfolk
said that this year. lis speeches
would be found to be a strong argu-
ment in favour of maintaining the pre-
sent policy. He (Mr. Paterson) agreed
witlh the hon. gentleman that the poli-
ey of the present Government was one
which would secure the revenue, and,
at the saine time, promote the interests
of the country; and, therefore ho
would give them his support.

Mr. McNAB said, .s a fartner and as
representing a farming constituency,
and believing that the sentiments
which ho held were held by the great
bulk of the farmers of Canada, lie felt
it to be his duty to offer a few observa-
tions to the House, and in doing so he
would not endeavour to discuss the
general poliey of the Government or
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attempt to discuss the consistencies or
inconsistencies of any parties in the
House, but he would endeavour to look
at the matter from a rational and com-
mon-sense point of view, and to look
at the two fiscal policies which were
submitted for the consideration of the
House, and to choose that which was
best calculated to pronote the interests
of the country. The original motion
and the two amendments now in the
Speaker's hand indicated two very dis-
tinct policies. The motion of the
Minister of Finance proposed a revenue
tariff, or, in other words, lie proposed to
put duty on dutiable goods as lightly
as possible, so that it was sufficient for
the revenue, without regard to the pro-
tection of the interest of any one class
of the community, while at the same
time it would provide incidental pro-
tection to the extent of 17J per cent.
upon the industries of Canada. The
amendment of the right. hon. member
for Kingston and the hon. member for
Hamilton (Mr. Wood) proposed the
principle of protection as the basis ofour
fiscal policy. In other words, it pro-
posed that the Customs duties should

e imposed upon imported foreign
goods to such an extent as would
enable the Canadian manufacturers to
charge higher prices, and to carry on
their business more profitably, and to
secure to the manufacturers of Canada
the whole of the consumers of Canada
as their customers. He presumed it
would be admitted as a sound prin-!
ciple that that was the best fiscal
policy which benefitted the largest
number of the people-that the guid-
ing principle of the Government, as
well as of the House, ought to be the
old motto, the greatest possible good
to the greatest number. He intended
to look at the population of the Dom-
inion and its various classes,, and thon
to sec how the different policies enun-
ciated would affect them. It had
been estimated that the manufac-
turers of this Domniion represented
about one-twentiveth of the entire
population; and, if were added to
them all those engaged in the various
branches of commerce, as well as
those engaged in the various profes-
sions and other callings other than
manufacturing, they would in all
make one-tenth of the entire ppula.

Mr. McNÂn.

tion, leaving nine-tenths engaged
actively in pursuits of agriculture.
It had been tJe habit of Protec.
tionists to say that manufactories,
built up the farmers, and that
the manufacturing interest buit
up the farming interest. It ha
been also said that cities and town,
which were largely interested in manu-
factures built up the country. Fron
his point of view, the reverse of that
statement was the fact. If the town1
and cities of the Dominion were by
some accident wiped out to-morrow,
the country would be still ablo to
prosper, and would create and build up
new towns and cities. But, if a similai
accident were to befall the country,
the oities and towns could not sustain
themselves, much less could they
create and build up a new country. È
followed,therefore,that the agricultural
interest was the great interest of this
Dominion. The artizan took the pro-
ducts of other meni's hands and gave
them the finishing touch. But the
farmer went directly to the soil and
brought from it, by hard labour
and careful industry, the prime
necessaries of life, without which
no community could long subsist.
Therefore, whether they looked at the
large numbers engaged in the agricul-
tural industry, or at the character of
the work itself, they were forced to the
conelusion that the great agricuilturat
interest was the predominating inte-
est of this country; and that upon I
must every other interest ultimately
depend for its success. If these state-
ments were correct, they might then
enquire what fiscal policy was best
adapted to promote that great interest
In pursuing that enquiry, lie thoug
it would be fair and reasonable t9
appeal to the experience andjudgmell t

of practical farmers themselves. It li5
been the habit sometimes to look upO'
farmers as of secondary importance
fe had been taunted with being

rouglh and horny-handed farmer.
his late election contest lie was tauntel
with that statement, but lie accePte'
the taunt as the highest complimn'
He was not ashamed to have his ha
soiled with honest labour, especi
with agricultural labour. Ie fet ta
disgrace to belong to that noble cler'
who traced their orign to the v-ry
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,.omnencement of time. He felt, as lie
ýad said, that it would be fair to appeal
to the judgment of practical farmers,
n this Hlouse and outside, as to which
Of the two fiscal policies he had en.
ieavoured to indicate was best calcu-
iated to advance this great agricultural
interest, upon which the other interests
so much depended. The systemi of
îigh protective duties meant, if it
meant anything at all, an increased
value to the manufactured arti*cles of
this country. It meant that the manu-
facturers of goods, implements, &c.,
would be able to command a higher
market for their manufactures. If it
Iid not mean that, it was of no benefit
at all to manufacturers to get protec-
tion. So evident was this that the
more honest Protection ists admitted
freely that protection meant that they
would get bigher prices for their goods.
Then it followed that an increased
cost must be given to every artic:o
consumed by the farmer. As a pru-
tical farmer, he appealed to every
farmer in this House and the countrv
whether the secret ofsuccessful farming
did not lie more in the flarmer being
able to keep down bis annual expendi-
ture than in the amount he might
reccive froin the surplus products of
his dairy and farm. If i t was true that
a highly protective tariff tended to
increase the cost of the farmer's living,
and that the success of farming lay in
keeping down the cost, it must be
evident to every reflective mind that
protection was a bad system for the
farmer. He was free to admit that it
maight be a benefit to the manufacturer
for a certain length of time. It would
give a stimulus to the manufacturing
mdustry. The manufacturer would be
able to command a higher pricebecause
the Canadian farmer with bis family
nust purchase from the native manu-
facturer, as he had not the opportunity
of getting foreign manufactures. He
(Mr. McNab) might not seek to go any
further to establish bis case, but the
fianufacturer would say that protection
Tould, notwithstanding, give a set-off
to>thu tarner in the way of an increas-
ed price for his surplus pro.lucts. That
was the rouk upt which Protectionists
'plit. There was the· great mistake
Which Piotectionist and hon. members
who advocated protection made, as Le

believed, in consequence of a want of
the practical experience which practi-
cal farmers had as to the difficulties of
carrying on the system of agriculture.
If it could be demonstrated that the
farmer would be equally well off by
giving this advantage to the manu-
facturer, he would bc quite willing to
let the manufacturer bave that advan-
tage. But hon. members who had
preceded hini had shown that we
were an exporting country in regard
to all thoso cereals, a tax on which
they said would benefit us. le
argued that any amount of duties
whichi might be placed upon Ainerican
coarse grains, cattle, horses, sheep,
swine, etc., would not affect in any de-
grec the value of our agricultural sur-
plus products, because they did not
come into competition with us. Only
three sheep had been imported in a
year ; no horses, cattle, oats, barley, or
beans worth speaking of, were taken
into Ontario, though some had gone to
the newProvinces.Whatever duty therc.
fore was placed upon those articles, it
would not affect our prices or add any-
thing to the revenue of the country.
The conclusion was therefore forced
upon him that the result of protection
to the farmer would be only injurious.
le thought he could also show that in
the end it would be injurious to the
manufacturers themselves. He intend-
ed to cite hon. gentlemen opposite as
his witnesses, and establish the case by
their own evidenee. Hon. members
were pointed by Protectionists to the
United States as a country of unexam-
pled prosperity. They were pointed
to the manufacturers of the United
States as having a degree of prosperity
which was unequalled, and they were
told that that was owing to the system
of high duties in force there, and to the
tender fostering care of a good pater-
nal Government. They were told that
in Canada they were injured bocause
they had not these high duties, and be-
cause they lacked a careful, fostering,
paternal Government. That was a
very fine picture, and it was a pity
that hon, gentlemen should them-
selves, by ruthless hands, destroy it.
But, whîle they told them that these
manufiacturers enjoyod these high priv-
ileges under that systen of protection
which they so mach admired and owed
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it to the good paternal Government,
they told them in the next breath that,
notwithstanding these advantages and
privileges, the manufacturers of the
United States had to fly from that
grand principle and come to this
cold sterile country, cursed with
an unpaternal Government, and
make it a slaughter-market, and sell at
ruinons prices to the farmers of Cana-
da, who werc nine-tenths of the peo-
ple of this country. In the name of
common sense, ho would ask, was it an
injury to the consumers of Canada that
cheap goods were placed within their
reach; and that they had not that high
protective tariff whieh would prevent
their neighboars from offering them
cheap goods when they wanted them?
By their own evidence, gentlemen
opposite showed that the want of this
high protective duty in this country
was a positive benefit to farmers; it
proved, also, that this grand protectivo
principle did not secure all that thev
pretended it would secure. Under the
most favourable circumstances, it had
driven their manufacturers to seek a
market in another land. There was an
old law of nature that like causes pro-
duced like effects, and that was true
all the world over. All true principles
would bear extension. If, in the
United States, from the testimony of
hon. gentlemen opposite, which he
Dssumed to be true, they had shown
that the grand protective principle
had not secured for the manufacturers
a home market for their home pro-
ducts, but that they h ad been obliged to
come into Canada to seek a market,
he argued that, if high duties were
introduced into Canada, they weuld
produce similar resuilts, that by a sort
of hot-house growth they would over-
stimulate the industries, and in the
end be injurious to the farmers
and manufacturers alike. All this
must be regulated by the old law of
supply anddemand. Itwas impossible
to remedy the evil by legislative enact-
ments. He wished to draw attention
to the fact that there were no advo-
cates of free trade in this House. Lt
was impossible at present to apply it
pure and simple to this country. He
was an advocate not of free trade, but
of a revenue tariff. He was opposed
to a protective tariff, which would be

Mr. MCNAB.

injurious in the first place to the
farming interests, and in the second
place to the manufacturing inter-
est, as well as all other interests.
Notwithstanding what had been said
in favour of a revenue tariff, it was
stated that the farmers, for sone
reason, were favourable to introducing
the protective principle in the fiscal
policy of this country. He, as a prac-
tical farmer, denied the allegation, and
hon. members opposite had failed to
prove the statement by evidence. He
prop>ed to show, by certain eirem-
stances and evidence, that the state-
mont was incorrect, and that the
farmers would not have protection as
the basis of a fiscal policy. The late
election in South Wellington was one
instance. That was a great agricul-
tural country, and there the protection
horse was gallantly trotted out, saddled
and bridled, and well mounted. The
Opposition candidate challenged the
contest to be fought on that issue.
The challenge was accepted, and the
result was to send a living witness in
the person of his hon. friend (Mr.
Guthrie) that the farmeis of that
county did not believe in that prin-
ciple. In the good old county of Both-
well, the same result followed. That was
the issue upon which the election
contest was fought, and the result was
to send the hon. member for Bothwell
(Mr. Mills) here as a living testimony
that the farmers of that county did
not want protection, and would not
have it. In the good old county of
Glengarry, which ho (Mr. jMcNab)
represented. the protection theory was
trotted out under circumstances the
most favourable for that principle.
His opponent was a gentleman of
ability, character, and standing, who
had not been mixed up in the county,
municipally or politically; who had
never provoked a single prejudice, but
came into the contest with a "sheet Of
clean paper, without a single fault.
Not only that, but ho was very
numerously and influentially connected
in the county. In almost every con-
cession, ho fourid his first, second,
third, and, he supposed, fift
third cousins. Not only WaS this
the character of his opponent, but
he (Mr. McNab) was honoured with
a very strong outside infinence agailst
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him. He had the pleasure of meeting
the pleasant countenance and smiling
face of Mr. Thomas White, of Montreal,
who was a very eloquent man, and
had the faculty, in a high degree, of
presenting a weak case in the most
favourable light. He had also the
member for North Victoria (Mr.
Cameron), and they all knew that ho
had the faculty of looking so grave and
demure that ho would almost convince
anyone that ho himself at least was
firnly convinced of the correctness of
his positions, whatever difficulties
others might have. He had also Mr.
Davidson, a gentleman of influence in
Montreal; Colonel A. Stephenson and
some French friends, and also the local
member for the neighbouring county
of Prescott, who had a large medical
practice in Glengarry; and a number of
merchants,also from the county of Pres-
cott, who were Protectionists, and did a
large trading business in the rear of the
uounty of Glengarry. All this influence
was used for weeks before the election
against him, and in favour of the Pro-
tectionist candidate, Mr. MeLennan.
But the result showed that the honest
and independent electors of Glengarry
could neither be cajoled nor coaxed into
a belief of the protection theory, and
tie result was that he (Mr. McNab)
was returned by a handsome majority
as the representative of a revenue
tariff as opposed to a protection tariff.
Prince Edward Island had also
spoken rut on this question. The
hon. member for Queen's county
(Mr. Popey, who strongly de-
sired the defeat of the Goverment,
was forced, by the strength of public
opiion in that Province, to declare
himself in favour of a free-trade
policy as against a protection policy.
11 was very much amused the
other evening at the very pathetic
appeal of the member for Kingston in
behalf of the farmers of Canada. He
'vas extremely obliged for the kind
sYmpathy the hon. gentleman had
shown towards the poor farmers; but
it very soon became evident that his
Symlpathy was more apparent than
real. The hon. gentleman sang a
lament upon the fact that the farmers
would be called upon to pay two cents
"'Ore fbr their tea ; but, while the hon.
gentleman was thus lamenting, he was

quite willing that the farmer should be
taxed for the boots on his feet and the
coat on his back, the hat on his head,
the dresses of his wife and daughters,
and every article of furniture in bis
bouse, and every agrieultural imple-,
ment in his field. The hon.gentleman
was quite willing to tax all those arti-
cles, but ho lifted up his bands in holy
horror at the proposition to put two
cents on tea. He(Mr. McNab)had made
a calculation and found that the addi-
tional impost on tea would at the ontside
add only eight cents a head per year to
the expenses of the farming population
of Canada, or an average of 40c. for
each family. In imposing that tax,
however, the Government had relieved
the farmors of an impost of 30c. a
bead on coal oil, or an average of $1.50
per family. That article could now
be bought in the county in which ho
lived at from 25c. to 30c. a gallon,
while two months ago, it was selling
at 60c., im consequence of the bigh
tariff. If any proof more than another
were requirod to show the evil results
that would follow from high protective-
duties on manufactured goods, this fact
in relation to coal oil would demon-
strate it boyond a doubt. As a practi-
cal farmer, ho hoped the day was far.
distant when hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, with all their plausible reasoning,
would be able to persuade the farmers
of Canada that protection would be,
beneficial to their interests. They
owed to the lawyers, doctors and otier
professional men in the House a debt
of gratitude. Those hon. gentlemen
had donc great service to the country,
and no doubt many of their names
would go down to posterity as worthy
of being honoured and revered; but,
without disparagement to those gentle-
men, lie must say that it would be no
injury to the House as a body if the
agricultural element was more largely
represented in it. In the youthful
stage of the country the farmers had
neither the means nor the leisure to
to give their sons that training which
wold fit them for such publie posi-
tions, but, as the country grew older
and more wealthy, the agrieulturists
would undoubtedly give to their
sons such training as would prepare
them to discharge the highest duties
connected with the public affairs of

W-ays and mIeans. The Tariff. 75r



^752 Ways and Means.

the country. He trusted that the
louse, and especially hon. mombers

who represented agricultural consti-
tuencies, would pause before voting to
introduce a fiscal policy which was

false in theory and would be in the
end wholly ruinons to all classes of the
xommunity-a policy, as had been

aptly expressed, which would organize
.a system of legalized public plunder.

Mr. WORKMAN said the impor-
tance of this question was sufficiently
,proved by the fact that it had monopo-
dized the attention of the House for
the last week or ten days. It was a
-question of such nature that, although
he was rather indisposed and searcely
able to speak, he could not allow him-
self to give a silent vote upon it.
When he had the honour of occupying
,a seat in the louse last Session, ho
took a deep interest in, and, as far as
daid in his humble power, advocated, the
policy of protection. While ho feltthe

zsame interest and while he appeared
ms the advocate of protection to-night,
he was at the samo time quite willing
to admit that the current of publie
opin ion was not so strongly in favour of
it now as it was then. At that time, in
the large cities there was a pronoanced
,opinion that pervaded nearly ail classes
infavour of veryhigh protective dutios
on manufactured goods. He was living
in a community where that opinion was
expressed in his presence, and he came
in contact daily with manuficturers,
anerchants and mochanics; and he was
bound to say that there was a consider-
,able modification in the tone of publie
sentiment on that question. That
modification probably arose from two
#or three causes. In the first place,
, iiaL was last year termed the slaugh-
tering system of the United States had,
tu a very large extent, ceased. Last
year, Canada was over-run by Ameri-
can goods forced upon our markets,
and sold at prices far below the cost at
which they could be producod hore.
That had been changed, from the fact
that gold to-day was not Bo valuable, as
compared with the American eurrency,
4w it wa twelve months ago. There was
an approximation between gold and
United States currency of eight to ten
per cent.--that was, we had to pay to-
day in New York or in Boston $100
for what last year could have been ob-

Mr. McNis.

tained for $92. We had also to pay
17j. per cent. duty on American prices,
and that increased the cost of goods
delivered in Canada. In the next
place, he was glad to see that the Cus-
toms authorities had inaugurated a
botter system for collecting the duty
on goods coming from the United
States. In nearly all the principal
cities the duty was now collected upon
the whole value of goods, which system
also tended to decrease the competition
thatwas felt so injurions to our interest
last year; besides, there Lad been an
increase in the price of many articles
in the United States. Several of th#
staple articles in which ho was inter-
ested-iron, eut nails and spikes-
which were formerly sent into Canada
in very large quantities, had this year
almost entirely ceased to be imported.
Those articles were either supplied by
our own people or were imported from
England, so that the competition of the
United States in that direction had
almost ceased. He believed that it was
also the case in certain articles of dry
goods and prints. He was informed
by gentlemen in that trade that there
was net so much competition as last
year. Notwithstanding all this, he
should have been pleased indeed had the
hon. the Finance Minister announced to
the House a small inerease on the duties
which esisted. He would have liked to
have seen the 17J per cent. duty in-
creased to 20 per cent. He thought a
moderate increase would have met the
just wants of the farmers, manufactur-
ers, importers and merchants, and given
general satisfaction to those partie
who heretofore had been so much dis-
satisfied. The Government had not
donc so, and for that reason he could
not vote with them on this occasion.
He would vote for the motion of the
hon. member for Hamilton, because he
believed it was a straightforward,
candid and open motion, and one that
expressed in clear languagre the posI
tion that sone other Protectionists and
himself occupied in this House. Be-
fore proceeding any further, lie would
liko the permission of the Blouse to,
refer to a question somewhat pOrsonat
to himself. In his absence, a letter
was written by an r4d friond of his,
Mr. George btephen, of Montrea'
which was published in two or three
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newspapers. He had the authority of
that gentleman for stating that the
letter was written under a misappre-
hension of certain expressions he made
use of in reference to the coal question.
le thought it only just to explain to,
the House that what was imputed to
him 'on that occasion and printed in
the Montreal newspapers was incor-
rect. The reports in the Globe, -Mail,
and Oti awa Citizen were quite different.
He had been furnisbed with the report
of his remarks from the Hansard, and
what lie did say on the 2nd of March,
in regard to Mr. Maciay's motion,
was:

" 1 am a manufacturer, and a Protectionist
to a moderate extent, and looking at the
question from that point of view, I cannot
agree to the imposition of the proposed duty
on coal."

The words " partial Protectionist
had been incorrectlyputinto his mouth,
On account of this phrase Mr. Stephen,
who took exception to it, had
soundly rated him in the news-
papers. He thought that Mr.
Stephen had made a great mis-
take in transgressing the bounds of
comimon courtesy in order to attack
him in his private business transactions
and to impute to him motives which
were groundless. He was, however,
quite willing to acquit Mr. Stephen of
any desire to injure his private char-
acter. The - sentiments ho had ex-
pressed were entirely in harmony with
what he had stated on the floor of this
blouse 'on the 29th February, 1876,
when ho had had the honour of moving
a resolution favouring protection. He
had then said he had always been to a
moderate extent a Protectionist, but he
Confessed the prevalent sentiments
among his constituents in Montreal
West went beyond the ideas ho had
lavoured on this question. The pro-
lPosal to place a duty on coal was not
a.ew to bim; it had occupied the atten-
tion of the House five or six years ago,
when ho opposed it in every possible
way. He had visited his constituents
a short time since, and as far as possi-
ble he had made himself acquainted
with their views on this question. He
had also requested a very intelligent
mIechanic and small manufacturer te
ascertain the opinions of the people on

4S-

it, and he had received in reply last
Monday the following letter:-

MONTREAL, March 12th, 1877.
DE&A SIR: I have seen quite a lar&e

number of manufacturers and mechanics in
this city and ascertained their views in
relation to the proposed duty of fifty cents
per ton on coal as advocated by sev'ral
inembers of Parliament; and I have found
them all most strenuously opposed to any
duty being placed on coal. They tell me
that they cannot see the justice of taxing
an article so much used in manufactures
and fbr domestic purposes also, and they
believe that such a duty would work most
injuriously, especially in the two Provinces
of Quebec and Ontario. I may add that I
thoroughly coincide with them in this view.
Most of the mechanics I have seen are,
owing to their great intelligence and influ-
ence amongst their fellow workingmen,
representative mechanics, and, therefore,
they express the sentiments of the large
majority of the employés of Montreal and
its vicinity."

He thought he was quite justified,
under the circumstances, in opposing
the motion of the hon. member for
Kingston. He had found that at least
nineteen-twentieths of the manufac-
turers of Montreal whom he had seen
took the same ground. He was also
opposed to the imposition of a duty on
-grain of any kind, espe-ially wheat.
When a duty had been placed on wheat
some years ago, ho had been continually
beseiged with complaints, owing to the
annoyance caused in the transbipment
of grain in Montreal. Great delays
were occasioned, and demurrage was
frequently claimed. As the thon
representative of Montreal Centre, he
was supposed to have been instru-
mental in having the duty imposed,
which was not the case. The changes
now made in the tariff, ho confessed,
did not satisfy him as much as could
be desired. He regretted the increased
tax on malt, which would add to the
price of a popular beverage; this duty
was equal to 76c., on every bushel
of malt, and it was higher and more
oppressive than any similar duty
in any other country. He could have
selected twenty articles now on the
free list, on which could be imposed
duties which would have altogether
obviated these changes. The additional
two cents per pound on tea was a mere
trifle. ie did not believe that it would
increase the cost of tea to the consumer.
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He would have preferred to have seen
iron tubes and piping placed on the 10
instead of the 17J per cent. list. He
could not sec why these articles had
remained so long on the free list; we
did not manufacture them and they
ought to contribute to the revenue.
As a manufacturer, he believed the
free list was much too extensive. It
might with advantage be curtailed very
materially. If the Ministers of Cus-
toms and Finance had accepted bis
advice, this would have been donc, but
they had not seen fit to do so, which
he much regretted.

Mr. MITCHELL: Why do you not
vote against them?

Mr. WORKMAN: I will do so on
this occasion; and, if my vote would
turn them out of office, I would cast it
agrainst them to-night.

An HON. MEMBER: But you know
it will not do it.

Mr. WO RKMAN said he was well
aware of this fact. He had tried it
last year. A manufacturer had told
him ho was perfectly satisfied with the
increased duty on thread and spools
from 10 to 17½ per cent., and the im-
position of 10 per cent. on the raw
material. The hon. member for Glen-
garry (Mr. McNab) had said that the
imposition of what lie called Protec-
tionist duties increased the price of'
goods to the farmer.

An HON. MEMBER: That is so.

Mr. WORKMAN said he was pre-
pared to prove the dontrary. He
could show by figures and by refer-
once to his books and those of other
merchants that to-day the farmers of
Canada were buying much better
scythes, forks, reaping machines,
chains, spades, shovels, &c., at much
lower prices than when the duties
were only 2½ per cent; therefore, the
argument he had alluded to was a per-
fect fallacy. As a manufacturer, lie
was satisfied with the present protec-
tion, which had greatly stimulated our
industries, but other manufacturers
wished to secure more protection, and
consequently, lie was obliged to sup-
port the movement. His own opinion,
however, -was that if an industry
could not exist under a 17½ per (cnt.
tariff, its doors ought to be closed.

Mr. WomuixN.

An HON. MEMBER: You do not
believe that.

Mr. WORKMAN repeated that this
was his opinion as well as the opinion
of Mr. George Stephen. A large
majority, however, did not take the
same view; therefore lie was prepared
to advocate a twenty per cent. tariff,
but beyond that lie was not inclined to
go. He believed the hon. member froin
South Ontario agreed with hini in this
opinion.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario): It
depends on what the articles are.

Mr. WORKHAN said he referred to
the present 17½ per cent. list. He
highly approved of the manner in
which the recent loan had been nego-
tiated in London. The price obtained
was most satisfactory. The firms ot
Barings and Glyns were preëminent
among the banking institutions of
London, and they would scorn to give
such advice to the Finance Minister as
would enable them tomake money dis-
honestly out of the transaction. If they
merited the imputations cast upon
their good faith, they should no longer
be the agents of the Government. As
to the ordinary quotations of stocks in
the newspapers, they were not to be
depended on with regard to large loans.
The whole country ought to be and
was satisfied with the price obtained.
The Finance Minister should receive
their thanks for having placed the
loan on such favourable terms, and for
having, as it were, re-established the
credit of Canada at the very highest
point.

Mr. FARROW said that, in 1874,
the Government added $3,001,000 of
taxe, to the people of the country. Since
they had been in power, they had been
three times to the old country to
borrow money, and had increased
the public debt to about $45,000,000.
The Government seemed to fight hard
for office and the country knew it.
The hon. the Minister of the Interior
rose at about three o'clock, and
spent ail the cvening talking about
something of which he knew
nothing, and respecting which lo

person seemed to understand what
he was saying. lie (Mr. Farrow)
had wondered why the peOPI
of Bothwell had elected him, but
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the reason was now apparent; the
electors could not understand what the
hon. member said; and, therefore, they
thought he must be a clever man. He
(Mr. Farrow) was a representative of
one of the wealthiest constituencies in
Ontario. In his constituency there
were various industries- agricultural,
mining and manufacturing. He con-
sidered that the amendment of the
right hon. member for Kingston was
just the motion which would suit them,
and, if any hon. member could give a
conscientious vote upon it, ho could
do so. He could not conceive
of any of his constituents being oppos-
ed to it. His constituents had a large
interest in the salt trade, and the hon.
members for Centre Huron (Mr. Hor-
ton) and South Huron (Mr. Green-
way) knew how that industry had
been struggling. They had been strug-
gling and crying out for years against
the unjust tariff, for, whilst the Can-
adian salt dealers had a duty of 35c.
a barrel placed on salt exported to the
United States, the latter country was
allowed to send salt into the Dominion
free. Canadian salt manufacturers
asked that the same check which was
put upon them should be imposed on
American manufacturers. The pro-
posed tariff was only one which a mixer
or a muddler would have framed.
Take the duty on malt for instance.
The hon. member for South Huron
(Mr. Greenway) said ho wished the
Government would put such a duty
on malt that beer could not bo manu-
fictured. But, as long as people would
drink, it was certainly botter that they
should drink the mildest of liquors, and
that the duties should be placed on
ardent spirits that killed at sight.
Would hon. gentlemen say that they
had reached the maximum of taxation
on whiskey, rum, gin and brandy? In
his opinion, they had not begun to
touch it. Previously, there was a tax
of $1 on what represented a barrel of
beer, but now the tax was $2 a barrel.
There was also a license of 50c. a
barrel, which made the total direct tax
$2.50 per barrel. In the United States
the total duty on beer was only $1.
The Goverument contended that, if
they slightly incroased the duty on
whiskey, there would be much smug-
gling frorn the United States. If this

48J

were so, the policy of the Government
completoly precluded the idea of a Pro-
hibitory Liquor Law. It was a direct
stab against temperance. In 1873 the
Premier was one of the greatest tem-
perance men in this country. IHis
followers, of whom ho had a great
many, were temperance mon. The
Grand Lodge was sitting at Toronto,
and they sent Mr. Knowlton to inter-
view Mr. Mackenzie, and Mr. Knowlton
came back with a glowing account of
the hon. the Premier's intentions.
The hon. the Premier assured him that
ho was an abstainer and a Prohi-
bitionist, and would do all ho could
to obtain a Prohibitory Liquor Law.
This statemeut fired the heart of the
late respected Mr. Malcolm Cameron,
who told the people there, when his
election came on, to accept the hon.
the Premier's statement; Mr. Cameron
was afterwards disappointed. The
Premier and his followers came into
power. Their majority was about 114.
Now was the time tn carry this great
measure. But how did the Govern-
ment act in 1874? They went to
work very zealously and expended
$1,200. They could have gone into
the Library and obtained books which
would have givon them all the infor-
mation they required, and the report
of the Commissionors did not throw
any new light on the subject,
although it was favourable to the
working of the Maine Liquor Law.
In 1875, Mr. Ross, of Middlesex,
the champion of the temperance cause,
became ashamed of the Government,
and ho sought by some meanus to
cover up their retreat by the follow-
ing motion submitted on 15th March,
1875:-

" That the House go into Conmmittee on
resolutions declaring the expediency of the
total prohibition of the importation and
manutacturing and sale of spirituous
liquors."

The lion. member for Lisgar (Mr.
Schultz) brought the Government face
to face with the darling projoet of
their lives by moving hie following
amendment:-

" That in the opinion of titis House a
prohibitory liquor law is the ony effectuai
remedy for the evils of intemperance, ai,(
that it is the duty of the Governmhent to
submit such a measure for the approval of
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Parliament at the earliest moment practic-
able."

It was now or never, because the
Premier had a good majority at his
back; it seemed as if he surely would
p ut the measure through this time.
But no ; ho -weakened in the knees,
and there was nopower on earth which
could bring him to the sticking point.
One of his supporters interposed to
save the Government and moved the
following amendment :-

" That this House do further resove itself
into a Committee of the Whole to consider
the means best calculated to diminisli the
evils of intemperance-"

But that brought the question right
back to where it was in 1874, and, to
prevent the affair going to pieces, Mr.
Ross then moved:

" That having regard to the beneficial
effects arising trom prohibitory liquor laws
in the States of the American Union, in
which the samae were fully carried out, the
House is of the opinion that the most
effectual remedy for the evils of intemperance
is to prohibit the manufacture, importation
and sale of intoxicating liquors."

The hon. member for Hastings thon
moved:-

" That it is the duty of the Government to
prepare a measure at the earliest possible
date to carry the principles of prohibition
into effect."

It would seem as if it was impossible
for the Government to escape, but the
hon. member for Chateauguay (Mr.
Holton) objected on a point of order
and the objection was sustained. If
the real honest people of this country
hated anything it was hypocrisy. It
was because of this that the Govern-
ment's majority of over one hundred
had fallen to one of something like
forty-scarcely that number. On the
12th of March, 1876, Mr. Malcolm
Cameron said :

" They had promised the people that they
would let them have a plébiscite,but then
came to the conclusion that it was not con-
stitutional.",

Who told them that a prohibitory law
was net constitutional ? It could not
have been the Supreme Court, for it
was not thon existing; it was, presum-
ably, the hon. the Minister of Justice.
But he would now turn to the question
more immediately under discussion.
The hon. the Minister of the Interior
had spoken about our sugar refineries,

Mr. FARROW.

and ho had asked the hon. Minister
across the louse whether he had read
the Manchester Sugar-Cane. The hon.
Minister said he had. It would seem,
however, that the hon. .Minister knew
more about the subject than did the
Manchester Sugar-Cane, although that
journal was edited by men who devc-
ted their whole time to the sugar ques-
tion. The Sugar-Cane had the follow.
ing on the question of the American
bounty, and how it affected Canadian
manufacturers:-

" The committee who are so fond of quot-
ing the report of the American experts, ought
also to have read it sufficiently carefully to
see that if 70 lb. of undried white sugar is a
proper quantity to be produced from 100 lb.
of the lower class of raw, 60 lb. of the same
sugar, minus one or two per cent. ot mois-
ture, is much too small a quantity of hard
sugar to be produced, even by the sane class
of raw; and, therefore, utterly fallacious,
when taken as the yield ot* the higher class
and used as a basis on whieh to calculate the
drawback. The whole thing is so transpa-
rent a take-in, that it is very unfortunate that
Mr. Drummond did not point it out, whick
lie could have done without committing him-
self te any opinion as te thc yicld of raw
sugar. ihe est and probably only oppr-
tunity for etopping this American subsîdy,
which is ]ikel seriously to injure the Bri-
tish sugar tra e before long, is for Canada to
take stringent measures against it. But how
can this be hoped for, whe the members of
this Committee worry, puzzle and brow-beat
the person most cempetent te give informa-
tion; just as if the American refiners had
been brought before the law courts in Cana-
da, and those who interrogated Mr. Drum-
mond were counsel for the defendants cross-
examining the plaintiff's witnesses."

That journal further said:
" These gentlemen may be very able pol-

ticians, but they were evidently unfitted tor
the very simple arithmetical task under-
taken by the Committee. We hope, in the
interest of free trade, that the Canadian
Government will make another effort to ob-
tain a simple answer to the question :-Wieh
the present duties in the United States, by
how much is the drawback $3.60 per 100 lb-
of refined sugar too high? On getting a cor-
rect answer to that question, and on the use
the Canadian Government may make of it,
will depend the answer to the further ques-
tion: whether they prefer to have free
trade in sugar, or to support subsidies tO
foreign trades and prohibition to their own.

The sugar question was one which
affected the whole people of Canada.
It might be a difficult question as to
what had been the causes of drying Up

our revenue from sugar, but the fact
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stared them in the face: that the action
of the Government had turned the
manufacturers ont of business. In
Montreal, 400 families had been thrown
out of employment, and taking each
family as representing five individuals,
the gross number was 2,000. It was
well known that the drawback gave a
bounty to the American refiner of
50c. per 100 lb. of refined sugar. In
consequence of our refineries being
closed, sugar had advanced from one
cent to one and a half cents per lb.
There was consumed in Canada twenty-
six pounds per head, and taking the
population at four millions, the gross
consumption would be 104 millions of
pounds, which, at one and a half cents
per pound, the additional price paid,
would mean one and a half million dol-
lars lost to the country every year.
Bo long as the refineries at Halifax and
Montreal were closed and our trade
with the West Indies was suspended,
the country would have to bear that
loss. The sugar trade represented
about 250 cargoes, which would mean
that number of additional cargoes of
lumber, fish and coal, sent from the
Dominion, or 500 cargoes both ways
for our shipping. That trade was now
donc by the Americans from Boston,
Philadelphia and New York, and while
the Dominion Government were play-
ing into the hands of the United
States, they would not move a little
finger to remedy the grievances of the
Canadians. He thought the people
would not long tolerate such action on
the part of the Governmont. Before
leaving home ho addressed a meeting
of the farmers of his constituency,
forming the very cream of Huron, and
laid before them his views on protec-
tion, and, although one-third of them
were Reformers, they were in accord
with him, and not a voice of
dissatisfaction was raised. If the
hon. the Mnister of the Interior
'isited the riding of North Huron and
proclaimed such doctrines as he had
propounded before the House, ho would
be hooted. The hon. gentleman had
declared that the farmer did not lose
15c. on every bushel of barley sent
ito the United States. When an
&merican farmer obtained a dollar for
a bushel of barley, he took that dollar
to his family; but, if a Canadian farmer

obtained a dollar for a like quantity.
ho had to pay 15c. to the Ameri-
can Government in the shape of duties.
If anything -was midsummer madness,
it was the view held by the hon. the
Minister of the Interior. He (Mr.
Farrow) had received a letter from a
farimer in the county of Lambton, the
hon. the Premier's constituency. The
writer, who seemed to be a Protection-
ist, illustrated the case thus : A drover
bought a drove of cattle in that riding
and took them over into the United
States. H1e paid $1,000 duty on them
and sold them on the other side at the
market price-who paid the duty ?
The drover had some strange idea that
ho lost $1,000, and the United States
Custom House authorities had also the
idea they had received $1,000, that it
had gone into the public Treasury, and
that the American people had that
much less taxes to pay. Canada
sought reciprocity with the United
States in raw materials and agricultural
products. It was absurd to talk about
protection raising the price of an arti-
cle. The hon. member for Montreal
West had proved that in his branch
such was not the case, and the same
fact could be proved in many ways.
In 1858 the price of stoger boots was
from $4 to $5 per pair, but, when Sir
Alexander Galt brought in his tariff
resolution in 1858, which was called a
protective tariff, the price fell, until to-
day a pair of boots of that class could
be purchased at from $2 to $2.25,
and the best at $2.50. Much had been
said in regard to slaughtering American
goods in Canada, which had been done
to the disadvantage of our manufac-
turers. It was an easy matter for the
Americans to manufacture for forty-
four millions, instead of forty millions,
the additional amount required not
involving any great expenditure.
When they found they had a larger
quantity of goods than was required
for their own people, they carne to
the conclusion, rather than reduce the
prices in their own markets or stop
thoir mannfacture, to sond the surplus
across the line. This was especially
the case in the furniture business, as
goods of that class were being slaugh-
tered in all Canadian towns, Toronto
suffering severely in that respect. But
the UnitedStates did notalone slaugh-

Ways and Means. [Midàca 15, 1877.]



758 Wa14ys and Means

ter goods. England did the same.
When Lord Brougham found ont that
manufactures were being established
in this country, he declared that it
must be stopped, and the best way to
do s,) was to glut the market with
goods even if they were sold at a
sacrifice, and thus starve out the Can-
dian manufacturerers. It was truc
that such a system would keep goods
at cheap prices for a short time, and
that, during the season of slaughtering,
goods might be had a little cheaper;
but, as soon as our own manufactures
werc killed off, the foreign manufac-
turers would increase the price of
goods, and the Canadian people would
have to pay the piper. It was argued
by Free-traders that protection caused
carelessness, that it tended to enervate
the manufacturer, and lead him to
make an inferior article. He would
ask hon. members who had visited the
Centennial Exhibition, if, on compar-
ing the products of the United States
with those of Great Britain, such a
theory held good. A gentleman pre-
sent from London, on comparing the
mowers made in the United States
with those made in England, decided
that the American machine was
35 per cent. cheaper and 15 per
cent. better quality than the Eng-
lish article. That difference was due
to the protective policy of the United
States. All that was asked in the
amendment before the House was that
this country should have fair play with
the United States. We had been beg-
ging from, and bowing down to, the
Republic for better trade relations ever
since the abrogation of the ]Reuipro-
city Treaty. Canadians had humbled
themselves before their neighbours, had
asked them in every way to grant im-
proved commercial relations; but the
Americans had replied in the negative
every time. It was proposed, when
some of the members of the Dominion
Board of Trade attended the conven-
tion of the National Board of Trade
held at St. Louis, that the Custom-
houses should be abolisbed on both sides
of the line, and that we should charge
the same duties as the United States
on goods coming from England. But
every sensible man knew that the Do-
minion could not take such action, that
it would be discriminsting against

Mr. FARRow.

England, and that Canada might as
well separate at once as do that. IHe
believed this country should adopt a
manly course towards the United
States, and say to them: " As long
as you tax our agricultural products,
we must tax yours in return." This
was the reason why he, as a farmer
and a representative of an agricultural
constituency, would vote for the amend-
ment of the right hon. member for
Kingston.

Mr. GILLMOR said the hon. mem-
ber who had just sat down was a most
bitter opponent and had tried to say
some bitter things. 11e supposed
hon. members had seen one of those
long narrow-necked bottles-the less
there was in them the more fuss it
made in getting out. This subjeethad
been carefully discussed and he did not
pro pose to trespass long on the patience
of the House. He seldom took up the
time of the IHouse. He had always
been in his place and he calculated
that he was a pretty good listener.
This, however, was a question regard-
ing which he felt called upon, in the
interests of his constituents, to make
some remarks. The resolution offered
by the right hon. member for Kings-
ton contained two propositions. One
was the principle of protection, and
the other was a vote of want of confi-
dence in the present Administration.
The first proposition had been so ably
discussed that he would not trouble the
House long on that point. The reso-
lution proposed to introduce a National
Policy. He had not the honour of a
seat in Parliament when the National
Policy was introduced, but he remem-
bared very well its effects upon the
people that he represented. It evoked
a universal feeling of disapproval-il
fact that policy had no sympathisers
in his section of the country. HEre did
not believe it would be to the interest
of his constituents if such a policy was
again introduced. He did not believe
that protection would benefit the DO-
minion as a whole. Protection was sel-
fish jn every respect. For himself, he
was in favour of free trade 80 far as he
understood the principle. Protection
was wrong theoretically, and bad in
practice. The amendment of the hon.
member for Hamilton (Mr. Wood)
was decidedly more selfish than that

The Tarif.(COMVMO.NS.)



The Tarif. 759

offered by the hon. member for King-
rton. He could not botter describe
that amendment than by citing a
prayer which ho had heard of and
which was a very selfish on" indeed.
A devout man undertook to pray. He
said: " Lord bless me and my wife,
my son John and his wife-us four
and no more; Amen." The right hon.
member for Kinîgston's amendment
was not quite so selfish. H1e would
take in a few more than himself and
wife, and his son John and his wife.
The hon. gentleman was going to
take in the manufacturing, mnining
and agricultural interests. The hon.
gentleman had probably concluded
that if he got all those interests on
his side ho would have a majority and
that was all ho was aiming at. A
vessel was once cast away on an
island on the coast of Maine. The
captain met a man and asked him:
" What do you do for a living
here? " "Well," said the man,

ve make our living sometimes
by skinning strangers, but, when we
cannot find any strangers to skin, we
skin one another." That was precisely
the policy introduced by the hon.
member for Kingston. In order to
carry out that policy, the hon. gentle-
man was going to take in everybody,
and his followers would probably have
to skin one another. There were other
interests in the Dominion besides the
manufacturing, mining and agricul-
tural. The constituency which he
represented was largely interested in
lumbering, fishing and agricultural in-
terests, and ho did not believe that any
of those interosts would be benefitted
by protection. His constituents were
able to manage their own affairs, but
were unwilling to be taxed for the
purpose of helping Montreal and
other manufacturers. It was pretty
Well established that trade was
geierally depressed. No interest,
however, had suffered more than
the lumbering interests, and none con
tributed more to the revenue than it.
Everything that entered into that busi-
nless, from the time the first blow
was struck in the forest, until the pro-
dtucts left the shore, had to pay duty.
It appeared to him it would be a great
injustice for the people engaged in that
ndustry to have to help manufacturers,

miners, and agriculturists out of their
present difliculties. Standing behind
this building, one could see moi e than
one hundred million feet of lumber.
Could any depressed manufacture
present a harder case ? Then there
was the fishing interest, which had
contributed as much under the Wash-
ington Treaty as any other. The very
thing that the men engaged in that
industry valued the nost-their inheri-
tance-was given away to the Ameri-
cans. Our fisheries were now occupied
by Americans to the exclusion of the
native-born fishermen. He had lis-
tened very attentively to the argu-
ments brought forward in behalf of
protection. The hon, member for
North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) had
made a speech which the Opposition
could not get over. Almost every
hon. member on the other side
of the House had referred to
that speech, which was proof that it
was a convincing argument. They
talked about his illustration of the dog
wagging the tail and the tail wagging
the dog. If they could wag their
tongues in making such a speech as
the hon. member for Norfolk made,
they would have something to be proud
of. He (Mr. Gillmor) believed that
the cause of the present depression was
outside of any legislation of Parliament
-outside of the acts of the former or
the present Government. He believed
this depression resulted, in a
great measure, from individual
extravagance, over-trading, over-specu-
lation and over-manufacturing. The
manufacturers of Canada had had
more protection than he would
have given ther if ho had
power. There was no reason in the
world why our people should not sell
in the dearest and buy in the cheapest
markets, and, if a country could not
grow under that system, it could not
under anyothbr.He knew it was difficult:
to introduce free trade to its fullest
extent, but the tendency of the Govern-
ment was to work as near as possible
on free trade principlem. A great deal
had been said about protection ln tho
United States. He would not trouble
them with any extended remarks on
that point, but he thought the country
would have been in a better position
to-day if the Government had adopted
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a different policy. He would take the
liberty of calling the attention of the
Honse to the following extract from a
Boston newspaper:-

" Protect everything and you protect
nothing. But the logic of protection tends
necessarily towards universal protection.
You claim protection for the manufacturer
of iron, or cotton cloths, on the ground of
'high wages' and 'high interest' in the
United States. Every other manufacturer
immediately demands it for the same reason.
How shall it be refused, since these reasons
apply equally to all ? Then powerful in-
terests combine, and form lobbies, and a new
tariff is carried through Congress, which
gives enormous profits to some industries,
and destroys others; and yet no one can tell
beforehand what will be the result. The net-
work of such a system is too complicated
and entangled fur any conjecture, and yet
this is done by those who claim to be men of
experience, to be acquainted with
facts and figures and who tneer at Free-
traders as sentimentalists; call their state-
ments flippant, and their plans based
on 'merely theoretic grounds,' or on
abstract principles. According to the
present English Customs tariff, only seven
or eight articles pay duty. The chief
duties are on tea, coffee, cocoa, tobacco,
wine, and spirits; and the whole tariff
can be written on a piece of paper not
larger than the hand. According to the
United States codified tariff of 1874, more
than a thousand different articles pay duty.
What is the result ? Expense and labour at
the Custom House; increased danger of
cheating, bribery and corruption there; diffi-
culty in telling wh&t is really protected, and
what not; heavy taxes on consumers, which
do not increase the revenue; injury to ship-
building and commerce; vexatious delays
ànd troubles to importers; constant over-
charging of duties, and ialse charges of dis-
honesty against honest merchants; encour-
agemen- to knavery and discouragement to
integrity ; the ruin of some home industries
in the attempt to protect others ; prices
needlessly increased; duties antagonistic to
each other, and which neither produce reve-
nue or protection; and, in spite of all the
advantages enjoyed here in our abundance
of land, plenty of raw material and the energy
and enterprise resulting from free institu-
tions, a general depression of business
throughout the country. It may be wrong
to use the word 'villany' in relation to such
a system as this, but certainly the temptation
to do so is very great."

He beard the hon. momber for Stan-
stead (Mr. Colby) state the other night
that Mr. Madison was a Protectionist.
He was always pleased to hear that
hon. gentleman speak, but he thought
he was mistaken on that point, as
would appear from another paragraph
in the same paper:

Mr. GILLMOR.

" For Mr. Madison spoke the truth when
he raid in the first Congress, ' that if indus-
try and labour are left to take their own
course, they will generally be directed to
those objects which are the most productive:
and this in a more certain and direct manner
than the wisdom of the most enlighened
Legislature could poirit out.' What Mr.
Madison said in 1789, Mr. Gladstone said in
1856, as Chancellor of the Exchequer.
' Statistics,' says he, ' which are open to the
world, show the immense extension which
our commerce has attained under anîd by
virtue of freedom of trade, and the great
advancement in the condition of our people
over the inhabitants of foreign countries.
What it cost us to achieve this blessed
change; what time, what struggles, what
interruptions to the general course of legis.
lation; what animosities, what fears, what
risk of convulsions. These were the fines
and ienalties we paid to our long adherence
to folly.'

That would be the course if a National
Policy was introduced into this coun-
try. But, if this amendment was car-
ried, another consideration was invol-
ved. It was a vote of want of confi-
dence, and the hon. member for
Kingston would immediately take his
place in the land of promise; the land
for which ho and his followers seemed
to be sighing. Heo believed it was a laud-
able desire for any man to covet places
of honour, trust and responsibility;
particularly when he had the qualifica-
tions noeded for the situation. There
were certain qualifications necessary
for those who presumed to occupy such
exalted positions as Ministers of the
Crown. Intelligence, of course, was
necessary ; oratory was necessary.
Gentlemen on the opposite side of the
House possessed those qualities to a
very considerable degree. They had had
a great deal of experience in the science
of Government; but there was a qual-
ity of much more importance than
those he had enumerated, and that
was the quality of honesty. ILs
hon. friends on the Opposition ben-
ches were very fond of pointing
to the United States as an exam-
ple of the glorious results which
accrued from a protective policy. Iis
hon. friends were fond of imitating the
United States in protection, but they
oug'ht to imitate that country in the
system lately adopted of looking into
rings; they ought to follow it with
regard to the recently introduced prac-
tice of hunting up corruptions. Hon-
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gentlemen opposite had long held
positions of trust and of power in this
country. But the House knew some-
thing oftheir history, they knew some-
thing about their policy; they talked
about free trade and protection, but we
might look through the history of the
late Government and we would find
that the policy that occupied the most
of their attention, the policy which
they were most anxious to carry out
was that of keeping themselves in
power. Hon. gentlemen opposite were
tired of the cold shades of Opposition.
They wanted to taste the sweets of
office again ; they wanted the people's
money again. He had in his band the
report of a Sub-committee of Public
Accounts appointed to enquire into the
expenditure connected with Peniten-
tiaries, from which he would take the
liberty of quoting. This record would
be found in the Journals of 1875-6.
le would, by permission, read that
part of the report which referred to
enquiry into the purchase of a quarry
by the late Government at St. Vincent
de Paul Penitentiary in Quebec:

" With reference to the purchase of a
quarry for the use of the Penitentiary of St.
Ymncent de Paul, it appears from evidence
adduced that the quarry in question was
offered in writing to the Government by its
original proprietor, Mr. F. X. Auclair, late
in the month of October, 1872, for the sum

of $9,000; that no answer to this offer was
received; that early in the following month
of December, Mr. E. H. Lemay purchased
the quarry fron Auclair for the sum of
$9,000; that, later in the same month, of
December, valuators were appointed by the
Government, or by the directors of Peniten-
îiaries, under instructions from the Minister
Of Justice, to report on the value of the
quarry, which was variously estimated by
tiese valuators at $29,750 and at $25,750;
that the quarry was offered by Lemay to
the Governnent for $18,000, at which price
it appears finally to have been accepted by
the Government in the month of January,
1873, and a vote for the money was obtained
at the next Session of Parliament; that Mr.
C. A. Dansereau, chief editor and co-opera-
tor of La Minerve, a journal published in
Montreal, took an active part in the negotia-
tion of the sale of the quarry to the
Government by Lemay, and in consideration
0f his supposed influence, or the influence ofhis firm and journal, Le was to receive,
Idividually, according to Lemay's evidence,but for his firm, according to his (Danser-
ean's) own evidence, one-sixth part of the
Profits arising from the tran-action; that, over
4nd above one-sixth share of the profits so
stipulated for, Dan ereau demanded of

Lemay the sum of $2,000 for an election
fund, which he (Dansereau) says Lemay
had previously agreed to pay, and that this
demand was made pending the election in
the county of Laval, in October, 1873, and
the money was intended to be used in con-
nection with that election; but it does not
appear that Lemay ever paid this sum of
$2,000, or any portion thereof. Itseems to be
established beyond dispute or doubt that
double the sum was paid for the quarry than
it was offered and might have been puh'
chased for ; that the sale by Lemay
was effected through the influence of
Dansereau with the Government, and that a
considerable portion of the suni paid for the
quarry in excess of the price at which it was
offered to the Government by Auclair was
intended to be used in promotion of elections
in the interest of the political party then
supporting the Government."

He (Mr. Gillmor) supposed the last
portion of this extract afforded a crumb
of comfort to the hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, as it did not appear that the
money was actually paid to these par-
ties, but no thanks to the Government ;
they took the money from the publie
Treasury for that purpose, they paid
$18,000 for a property that had been
offered to them for $9,000. With the
offer of nine thousand dollars in their
possession, under a hypocritical pro-
tence and in order to deceive this coun-
try they went through the sham pro-
cess of naming Commissioners to go.
and value the quarry. Was there ever
a greater humbug than the report they
made? And why did they not pay the
price the valuators put upon it? They,
no doubt, wanted to show their won-
derful economy, so they would only
give $18,000 for it, and in doing se
they had absolutely plundered $9,000
fron the people of this Dominion. Some
hon. gentleman spoke of the present
Government as a band of organized
hypocrites. An organized band of hy-
pocrites would not describe the late.
Government in this quarry transaction;
it would require a different torm to de-
scribe it and one that the rules of Par-
liament forbade. The idea of such men
daring to charge hypocrisy or corrup-
tion on any class of men. The present
Government should handle these gen-
tlemen without gloves. If he (Mr.
Gillmor) could for a moment suppose
the present Government would not pro-
fer to commit suicide rather than do
such an act, he would at once cease to

support them. He (Mr. Gilimor) had
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no doubt the late Govornment had to
be very particular when at the Council
Board to make a minute of the appoint-
ment of these Commissioners, and of
the value they put upon the property,
and of the amount they finally conclud-
ed to give for it,viz.,$18,000; but ho ven-
tured to say no record would bc found
of the original offer of $9,000. It w-as
a clear case of public plunder, and a
betrayal of the confidence the people
of this country had placed in the right
hon. gentleman and his colleagues, and
he knew of no case Lut one of deeper
dye, and that was recorded in the 26th
chapter of Matthew. He would trouble
the House with extracts fromu another
report of a Committee in the same
journal of an equally corrupt character,
and of greater magnitude.

Soveral IION. MEMBERS: Dis-
pense,.

Mr. GILLMOR said le would dis-
pense a dose to the Opposition before
he closed that they would find it ex-
ceedingly hard to digest. The plot in
this affair was laid in Nova Scotia, the
actors were of the hon. member for
Cumberland's supporters, Mr. Alpin
Grant being one of the principal
ones. The firm that acted as middle
men in this transaction was Fraser,
Reynolds & Co., hardware merchants
of Halifax. The witnesses before the
Committee,from whom he quoted, were
Mr. Brydges, Mr. Cudlip, Mr. Sadler
and Alpin Grant. He would commence
at the 4th paragraph of the report:-

"4th. That Alpin Grant provided the bulk
of the capital required by the firm, and that
W. B. Reynolds ceased to be a partner in the
firm at the end of 1873, drawing out, when
he retired, the sui, in goode and cash, of
$14,000.

"5th. That the firin coimenced to supply
goods, but only in small quantities, to the
Government in Nova Scotia in 1870, and
continued to do so up to the time of the
amalgamation of the Government railways
in Nova Seotia and New Brunswick, in
November, 1872, and thenceforward until
the end of 1873, and that the enquiry of your
sub-committee has been limited to trans-
actions which took place within the last
named period.

"6th. That the railway business was
given to the firm solely from political con-
siderations, Mr. Alpin Grant having, as he
states in his evidence, urged his claims to
patronage 'on the ground of his political
position, and not at all on account of bis
acquaintance with hardware business.'

Mr. GILLMOR.

The Tariff.

The following extracts were chiefiv
from the evidence of Mr. Cudlip, the
Inspector of Customs, whose mereantile
experience eminently qualified him
to investigate this transaction; and,
although there were depths of infamv
and frauds practised upon tho revenuc
which ho flailed to find ont, yet suffi-
cient was proved to show the depths
of political degradation to whicli thev
had descended. Mr. Brydges stated:

''Again, in their account for April, 187,
in one item of 20 boxes of M.F. charcoal tin
plates, which is charged at $305, I find the
invoice for those 20 boxes of tin, which, in-
cluding freight to Halifax, is £42, or $204.
In the same account engine oil is charged at
50 cents a gallon, when the invoice fromi
Boston shows that it was charged to them at
32 cents, United State% currency, at Boston.
I have ascertained from large importing
bouses in Montreal that the difference
between United States currency aad gold
will about equal the cost and charges of
importation. In this -case, therefore,
50c. a gallon was paid to Fraser,
Reynolds % Co. for what cost themn 32t.
a gallon. Twenty tons eleven cwt. o
iron is invoiced to Fraser, Reynolds & Co.
fromn Liverpool late in March, 1873, of varions
sizes, at a total cost of £227 11s. 6d., te
wh ich add £31 for freigbt, making a total of,
say, £259, whicli is equal to about 2&e. perlà.
In their account for April bar iron is never
charged at less than 41c. per lb., and in ont
case it is as high as 6je. per lb. In their
account for May there is one item, for boIs
and nuts, amountino to $2,295.98. I have
the original Englisi invoice of these bolts
and nuts, amounting to £21J 12q. 11d. The
weight of them was % tons; tue freight upon
which, at30s.a ton,would be £115s., inaking
the total cost say £231 laid down in Halifax,
which is equal to$1,122.66, or less than half
the amount charged to and paid by the GoY-
ernment. I feel, therefore, entirely justifred
in the statement that if the goods included il
Messrs. Fraser, Reynolds & Co.'s account
had been purchased, as they ought te have
been, upon proper commercial principles;
i.e., paying no more than the fair value üf
the articles, with a reasonable profit to whC.
ever was employed as the importing agent,
all the articles ineluded in their account
could have been purchased for a suml cer-

tainly not less than $28,000 below the amount
paid to Fraser, Reynolds & Co., prornded
theypaidnoduty. If theycdid payduty,the
articles could have been purchased for at
least $20,000 less than was actually paid te
that firm "

'The following is from Mr. CucliP i
ovidence:-

"I have partially gone through Ithe ac,
counts of Fraser, Reynolds & Co., confiing
inyself entirely to those goods imported 'res
and specially for the Intercolonial Railway.
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Many of the invoices being mnissing,as before
stated by me, I have confined nvself also
to those goods iinported for which invoices
were at hand. Low Moor iron, imported in
January, 1873, shows a profit of 59 per
cent. on the cost, landed in Halifax. Bar
iron, for best refined, cost, landed in Halifax
with duties paid, Sie. per lb., and is charged
at 41 to 5!c.-a profit of over $20 per ton.
in February Low Moor iron again appears
charged at a profit of 60 per cent. In April I
find in plates costing, landed, $10.48, charg-
ed at $15.25 per box, an advance of 46 per
(ent. Also, 15 bris. parafine engine oil,
costing 32c. in Boston, and 29 c.gold, landed
in Halifax, charged 50c., a profit of 62 per
cent. In May 1 find an invoice of 13 casks
bolts and nuts, costing £219 12s. 1ld. sterl-
ing, and with freight and all charges paid
$l,132.57, landed on the wharf in Halifax.
These goods are charged to the railway on
21st of May, amount $2,293.98, an advance
of $L,161.4l. equal to l02 per cent. I observe
that there is charged 318 lb. more weight
th an invoiced. ln June, 30 rubber car springs,
imported from Boston and charged at 65c.
per lb., an advance of 50 per cent. over
cost landed in Halifax. In June also, 400
brass tubes imported from England cost
£450 14s. Ild. sterling, and with freight and
all charges added, $2,238.66. They are
charged, on the 25th June, at 50c. per
lb., amount $ 4 ,8 95.50-a profit of $2,656.84,
equal to 1184 per cent. The iron imported
in May, cost with the freight and all charges
added, 3ic. per ILb. Landed in Halifax, the
lowest price charged is 4½c. and 4'c. per lb.,
up to 5ic., an advance of 45 per cent. and
upwards. Iron being a staple article, and
sold generally at a vely ioderate profit,
comnparison with the sales prices of other
houses in the trade eau very easily be made
at any tine with advantage. In July, 200
seamless tubes are entered at Customs, as
costing £235 Os. 2d. sterling, and charged in
account $2,539, a profit of over 100 per
cent., as in the June parcel. I have no
English invoice of this parcel. Low Moor
iron in the saie month is charged at an
advance of 57 per cnt. over the cost landed
in Halifax. In July, 10 brls. paratine oil,
costing $140.94 landed on the wLarf, is
charged at $281.40, a différence of 100 per
cent. In September, 32 car springs were
imnported costing $686.96, landed, and
charged at $974.30, an advance of 41 per
cent. Also, 202 car springs costing, landed,
$959.81, and charged $1,51.6, an advance of
58 per cent. In the same month a loco-
Motive plate is charged $287.65 which cost
landed, $119.82, an advance of 140 per cent.
In August, 15 brIs. lard oil, imported, cost
$353.64 landed, charged at 97ù c.,
$628.38, an advance of 85 per cent. In
NOvember, lard oil is charged again at the
same price, showing an advance on the cost
of 70 per cent. In October, 36 axles were
imported, costing, landed, $861.02, charged
at f 1,442.91, an advance of 68 per cent The
S'nall item of fog signals in November is

charged at 61 per cent over cost. Ail the
above have been referred to in the report of
Mr. Brydges, dated 21st November. All
were imported duity free for the use of the
Intercolonial Railway and so entered by
Fraser, Reynolds & Co., except the bar
iron, the duty on which was paid, and the
amount of which is taken into the cost of
importation. I have examined some other
invoices. In February, T find copper wire
charged at an advance of 90 per cent. over
cost, landed ; also 9 bundles of steel, charged
at an advance of 55 per cent. over cost,
landed; 10 bris. tallow at an advance of
35 per cent. over cost; another parcel of
copper vire ut an advance of 65 per cent.,
and shovels-imported for the railway-at
an advance of 95 per cent over cost, landed;
and sheet iron, specially imported, charged
at an advance of 100 per cent. over cost,
landed. On March 25th, I find 2 cases plusi
charged as imported under a commission of
ô per cent. with the charges added; the
amount of sterling cost is stated as
£154 Is. 3d., whereas the value stated in the
Customs entry is put down at £111 1a. Sd.,
overchargeof £42 19s. 7d. sterling, or$210.11.
There is no invoice to be toundof above. lI
April, I find 7 bars imported, charged i
account 61 c. an advance of 45 per cent."

About the richest thing on the record
was the following extract from Mr.
Grant's evidence. He said :

"I was a good deal disappointed to flnd
that Dr. Tupper was not as much delighted
at hearing that I had gone into business as
I expected; he said he was always afraid of
parties going into trade who were not regu-
lariy brought up to it and that I was risking
all my means and all my credit, which was
a fact."

This was about the thinnest covering
of a dirty transaction that he (Mr.
Gillmor) had ever seen, and there
could hardly be dirt enough thrown
to blind the people's eyes in this affair.
There was not much danger of Mr.
Grant losing his money under the
paternal care of the late Government ;
as for his credit, the evidonce was quite
sufficient to rain both his credit and
that of the Government who aided him
in this wholesale plundering of the

people. Mr. Sadler said in his evi-
donce :

"Mr. Carvell took io action when I
showed the accounts to him ; lie said there
had been no agreement niade about prices
and lie did not see how he was going to dis-
pute the prices. I understood froma that
there was to be no complaint made when
Fraser, Reynolds & Co. over-charged. When
I spoke to Mr. CarvelLabout their accounte,
I was given to understand that they were
not to be criticised. I do not renenber his
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giving any particular reason why they should
not be criticised. I spoke to Mr. Carvell
several times with reference tothese assumed
over-charges, and always with about the
same result."

Those transactions were only cited
to show that the policy of the late
Government w: s a regularly organized
system to raise money to hold a
majority in this House and in this
country, and,if ho thought the leaders of
the Reform party could for a moment
think of entering upon such a course
of systematic corruption, ho would
leave them and take shelter under the
wing of the leader of the left centre,
who, like the " last rose of summer,"
sat " blooming alone." He knew his
hon. friend in New Brunswick, and
knew him to be a thorough Liberal, and
ho must have felt sadly out of place
during his connection with that party.
Had it not been for the large amount
of money iaised in that way, their
party would have been beaten in 1872.
Could such corruption exist in the
present party, thon ho would say
consign them all "to the vile dustfrom
whence they sprung, unwept, un-
honoured, and unsung." He (Mr.
Gillmor) believed the late Govern-
ment had levied contributions fron
contractors, and every other source, to
carry elections.

Mr. MITCHELL : It is not so.
Mr. GILLMOR said ho believed it

was, and that had it not been for the
funds sent into his county ho would
have sat in the Parliament of 1872.
He blamed no Government for giving
their patronage to their friends; it was
the duty of any party; but the
labour or materials should be fur-
nished at fair market prices. The
late Government might attempt to shel-
ter themselves under their ignorance.
but as guardians of the people's
rights they should, and, ho believed,
did know, of these transactions.
Gentlemen aspiring to such exalted
positions as Executive Councillors,
ought to be men of the highest integ-
rity. Talh about the purity of the
Bench, and of Courts-Governments
were the power who appointed Judges,
and established Courts of Justice. It
was only the natural result of such a
course to lead up to the Pacifie S'andal.
That was the time the devil entered

Mr. GILLMOR.

into the swine and they ran violently
down the hill into the sea. Theswine
were drowned, but the devil was here
still, showing himself in the Secret
Service money, and the Northern Ex-
tension Railway transactions. The
riglt hon. member for Kingston was
quite an actor. Whenever ho got
cornered, ho commenced to put on the
pathetic. They had seen a piece of
such acting the other night in reference
to the Northern Railway affair; there
was an amount of money in the hands
of that company which belonged to
the peoplo of this country, and ought
to have been in the public chest, and
the Government should have seen that
it was put there; but what was donc
with it, and how was it used ? The
right hon. gentleman wanted a mem-
ber returned to sustain his Govern-
ment. The candidate was posted off
to Algoma, and elected at an expense
of nearly six thousand dollars of the
public money; this was donc to carry
out the policy of the Government of
the right hon. gentleman. It was not
enough to provide for the hon. gentle-
man while living, but $2,500 must be
taken to aid a testimonial for the sup-
port of the hon. gentleman's friends
after ho was dead. H1e knew no-
thing about all this -of course not:
but ho knew it now, and let him or his
friends roturn it; and return all that
had been wrongfully taken from the
public, and thon go and hang them-
selves, as Judas Iscariot did ; and they
would, at least, leave on record an evi-
dence that they felt some remorse.
Such a course would be more appropri
ate than the one they are now pursu-
ing. This Northern Railway was the
medium for still another work of cor-
ruption. One thousand dollars more
was taken for a subsidy to the -10 i
newspaper.

An HON. MEMBER: Oh.

Mr. GILLMOR said the hon. gentlo
man who groaned on the Opposition
benches, was, perhaps, hungry; and
this reminded him that the hon. melm-
ber from St. John (Mr. Palmer) advised
the present Government to give up the
ship and let the old pilot fron Kings
ton take charge of her again. The
hon. member who groaned so piteously
vas one of the sharks who used to fol-
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jow the Government ship when the old
pilot was at the helm, and used to
feed upon the offal thrown over to take
such fish; and not only was the gar-
bage thrown over, but quite too much
of the good provisions, furnished by the
people of this country, were thrown
overboard for a similar purpose.
He would warn the Government that
the leaders of the Opposition had
declared war, and that they were gov-
crned by none of the rules of civilized
warfare,-they would take any and
every unfair advantage. They were
now poisoning every avenue of infor-
maticn that went through their press-
assertions without a shadow of founda-
tion in truth, malicious-falsehoods, and
all manner of mean insinuations; for
example, the letter which was read in
the House the other night by the hon.
member from Victoria, N. S., which
he received from the Minister of Militia.
This letter was mutilated and the spel-
ling so changed as to make the publie
believe that theMinister of Militia wIs
illiterate, and not capable of dictating
or writing an intelligent letter, and
he was astonished that not a man
on the Opposition side had the
manliness to rise and disapprove
of such conduct, but seemed
rather to glory in it. Some of his con-
tituents, seeing some of the charges
nade in Opposition journals, asked him,
before leaving home, if he thought the
Government would stand through the
Session. He told them, if half that was
said against them was true, they ought
not to stand, but he had no hesitation
in saying they were deliberate false-
hoods; but he said, if they were
true, the Opposition could formulate
the charges, and examine into
them by Committees with the power
to bring evidence, and, if the Oppo-
ition failed to do so, they might

conclude there was no truth in them,
as the Opposition would be only too
glad to prove their charges if they
could. The hon. gentlemen in opposi-
tion were remarkably courageous
on the stump at pic-nics and
dimlner parties, apparently longing
for an opportunity to meet the Gov-
ernment in order to slay them, but
since they had met they reminded him
of two mer ½ once saw, one of whom
wvas really savage for fight, until he

met his opponent. Some parties inter-
fered to prevent the row. The man
most anxious, apparently, to fight said:
" Two of you take hold of him, one can
hold me." Such had been the attitude
of the hon. member for Kingston, so
far as any of his pic-nic charges wore
concerned, since the Session opened.
They charged the Government with
incapacity. He (Mr. Gillmor) had seen
nothing of the kind. The Govern-
ment contained men who would
do credit to any country, and the
Opposition leaders know, to their sor-
row, that the present Government
were deficient in none of those qualifi-
cations necessary to the discharge of
the duties of their office; and, were it
possible, nothing would please hirn
more than to have the constituents of
the Dominion assembled here, to hear
the Premier riddle, from top to bottom,
the best man the Opposition could pro-
duce. Yet, he did not expect perfec-
tion in any Government, or any human
institution. The best were fiable to
errors of judgment-liable to make
mistakes. For such acts as these, ho
would make great allowanco towards
any Government; but acts of deliber-
ate political dishonesty, this country
could not afford to overlook ; and no
man or body of men could afford to
purchase positions of power, honour
or trust at the sacrifice of principle.
Dealing, as the Government wero,
with political oppononts, who spared
no means, fair or unfair to defeatthem,
ho believed it to be their duty to the
country, truthfully, honestly, but faith-
fully to give to the country, from the
records, an account of their malpracti-
ces; and if, with the information fully
and fairly before them, the country
chose them as thoir rulers, all
right; but let thm not be deceived.
Political party prejudice was one of
the greatest evils we had to contend
with in this country. The right hon.
member for Kingston had repeatedly
stated that he was conscions of being a
strong party man, and no one who was
acquainted with the policy of that gen-
tleman would doubt his assertion. It
was to be regretted-

"That, born for the universe, he narrowed
hie mind,

And to party gave up what was meant
for inaukind."
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Ris strong attachment to party was
manifest when he gave to British Col-
umbia, with a population of ten thou-
sand, six representatives in the Com-
mons, and three in the Senate. Con-
sidering that representation was based,
as far as practicable, on population, that
transaction was most unjust to other
portions of the Dominion. He (Mr.
Gillmor) represented 98,000 or more,
nearly three times the population re-
presented by the six members for
British Columbia in the Commons, and
three in the Senate. There were ton
thousand inhabitants in British Col-
umbia with three Senators, while
twenty-eight thousand in Charlotte
county had none. What better ovi-
dence could be adduced to prove that
it was the policy of the late Govern-
ment not to study what was right and
fair, but what would maintain their
party in power. It was like the advice
given by the dying man to his son :
" Got money, my son, get it honestly
if you can, but get it at any rate."
These were the gentlemen who had all
the advantages of education, who
represented the different religious de-
nominations in this country, who, at
prayer time, were so devout and
performed so regularly their genu-
flections. He was satisfied their
successors were a different class of
men ; they came into power at a time
most unfavourable. No doubt they
had made somo mistakes, but they
had not been guilty of dishonesty.
Tho depression in all branches
of industry, which extended almost
everywhere, had tried their skill
and ability, and the fact that to-
day they commanded a majority in
the House, and, he believed, in the
country, was an evidence of superior
ability. Their predecessors had rolled
up a public debt, and had bound the
country in further public works, so
that it required eight to nine millions
now to pay the interest on that debt,
so that only a small amount, under
redueed revenue, could now be ap-
propriated for genieral improvements.
Reference to increased expenditure in
some Departmuents had been made, but
it could not be supposed that, in open-
ing up new Provinces, and extending
mail communication, and other public
accommodation, there would not be

Mr. GILLMOR.

some increase; but, in doing this, no,
corruption could be found. It was
hardly ne3essary for him fo inform the
House that ho would vote against the
amendment of the right hon. member
for Kingston, as well as that of the
hon. member for Hamilton.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
ho thought ho mi-ht fairly crave the in-
dulgence of the House while he made
a few observations. The question, as
it preented itself to his mind, wan not
one between free trade and protection.
He naiitained there was not such a
question in its entirety before the
ifouse. The hon. the Premier had not
announced himself an out-and-out Free-
trader, and the right hon. gentleman
who led the Opposition had d.clared
that ho was an Incidental Protectionist.
The question they had to consider was
whether the deficiency in the revenue
was to be met by the imposition of
Customs duties on articles which could
not be produced in Canada, or whether
that revenue was to be obtained by the
imposition of duties on articles which
could be produced within the limits of
this country. In considering the ques-
tion, he thought it was necessary to
take into consideration the position in
which we stood in reference to tlic
country which lay alongside of us. fHe
thought it was an absurd proposition to
treat this question in an abstract point
of view. Wo had to consider our
position in regard to the neighbouring
Republic, and, looking at tae question i)
that point of view, considering that the
United States levied a very high rate
of Customs duties on everything sent
in there fron Canada, he thought we
would be adopting a policy in our owin
interest in levying upon such goods a
similar duty to that which they levied
upon us. Hon. gentlemen might
call it a retaliatory policy if they
would ; he was in. favour of adopt-
ing it, and bolievod that a poliCY
of differential duties would be in f-avorl
of this country. They had been Warn-
ed by hon. members, and notably by
the lion. nember for North Norfolk
(Mir. Charlton),that they must ap)roach
this question with hesitation, and mnust
bo very careful how they framed their
policy with reference to the neighbour-
ing Republic, as the effect might be to
induce them to impose such duties as
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would materially injure tho interests
of the people of this country. He
(Kr. Charlton) told the House that the
United States was the only market for
oir sawn lumber, and that, if we im-
posed differential duties on articles
coming from that country, the effect,
would be that they would impose such
duties on our lumber as would prohibit
us from sending it into that market.
Looking at the Trade and Navigation
Retirns of last year, he found that the
whole quantity of sawn lumber export-
ed to the United States was $3,696,911
worth, while we exported to other
countries $1,397,380 worth. It was
quite true that some years ago we sent
into the United States a very large
proportion of the lumber manufactured
in this *country. In 1873, they took
from us 53 per cent. of the whole
of our products in sawn lumber,
but the policy of protecting their
oswn interests had caused a dimi-
nution in our trade in that par-
ticular article with that country.
lad the lumber interests of the United
S3tates suffered as ours had? Whilst
the Michigan mill-owners and lumber-
dealers were in a position to cut us out
of the market of the Eastern States,
they were also, through that system of
protection which had been so much
abused in this IHouse, in a position to
"ompete with us in the English markets.
le had received a letter from a gentle-
ran in Quebec stating that, in the old
country, "deals are very hard to sell in
colnsequence of the serious interference
of those going and to go from Michi-

n.iX" While some hon. gentlemen had
told them that the imposition of duties
Qn agricultural products would not
enhance the price to the farmers of this
contry, other gentlemen had told them
that they must not impose duties on
agricultural products, in the lumber in-
terest; that lumber would bo increased
,l Cost in consequence of the enhanced
Pice of those articles. The only article
of an agricultural character which
eftered into the production of lumber
now imported from the United States
to any extent was pork, and the duties
'l that article were at present exactly
the same in Canada as in the United
States. Thatwas ail they wanted. If
hon gentlemen would impose duties on
the manufactured products of the

United States equal to what they charg-
ed on our products,we would be perfect-
ly satisfied; but, looking over the ex-
ports of lumberfrom the United States,
he found that a very large quantity
was sent to the sugar producing coun-
tries-to the British West India
Islands, to the French West India
Islands, to Cuba and to Porto Rico.
They had exported during the year
endinZ 30th June, 1876, $3,500,000
worth to those islands, which was
nearly equal to all that we exported
to the United States. This lumber
was mostly composed of sugar-box
shooks, staves, headings, etc. If the
Government of this country were to
adopt such apolicy with regard to the
sugar trade as would enable us to trade
directly with the sugar producing
countries, we might ship a very large
proportion of the lumber now shipped
from the United States; and, if their
policy was to encourage manufactures,
we should have factories springing up
all over the country, and homes spring-
ing up for the employés; and whatever
we might lose in trade with the United
States would be more than made up by
the increase in our own consumption.
The hon. member for North Oxford
(Mr. Oliver), the other day, speaking
of a duty on Indian corn, said it would
be against the interests of the lumberer,
as it was largely consumed by the
lumber interest of the Ottawa River.
That was entirely incorrect. Under
1,000 bushels of Indian corn was con-
sumed per annum in the Ottawa district,
in the lumber trade. He believed that
the interests of this country would be
botter sorved by the adoption of the
policy propounded by the leader of the
Opposition than of that brought down
by the gentlemen on the Treasury
bouches. He believed the Government
of this country, of whatever party it
might be, ought to adopt such a policy
as would enable Canadians to sell to
themselves, and until such a policy
was adopted by the Government of
this country, diffèrent from that which
gentlemen on the Treasury Benches
were now following, ho believed
the country would not attain to
the position which the energy, tho
ability, and the perseverance of ils
people justified them in expecling it
to attain.
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.Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said h
had had no intention of troubling thi
House, but, after the very excite(
speech which the hon. member fo,
Charlotte (Mr. Gillmor) had seen fit t
inflict upon the House, he could no-
sit silent and hear his Province held uj
to the opprobrium which that hon
gentleman had thrown upon it. Thai
gentleman represented, by the acci-
dont of a snowstorm he was told, a
,certain district, and he came forward
before the flouse and said he repre
sented a larger population that the
whole people of British Columbia,
while the district which he (Mr.
Thompson) represented alone was
I arger than the whole Province of New
Brunswick When he stated that the
members from British Columbia were
bought to support the late Govern-
ment, he would tell him that they were
boaght to support no Governmont, but
-came here as an integral portion, as
they supposed, of the Dominion of
Canada, and now they were told by
representatives of older Provinces that
they were interlopers, that they were
people who came here to drain the
revenues of the older Provinces. They,
with their six members and three Sena-
tor.,, paid almost half the revenue that
New Brunswick paid with its sixteen
members and ten Senators. Perhaps
the bon. gentleman would think Br-
tish Columbia had some right to be
represented. He had not the books
with him, but, during the last year
New Brunswickp aid about $1,200,000
of revenue, and British Columbia paid
over$500,000. le should like to know
what right that hon. gentleman had to
abuse theïn and their Province, and
accuse them of being bought to suppoi t
any Government. What right had ho
to talk in bis excited style about what
they were and what they were doing,
and what he and his pure-minded peo-
pie were doing? Was this the prin-
ciple to be supported in this Federal
Constitution? Hie asked if men frora
one Province were to come here and
revile other Provinces, and say the
smaller Provinces with the smaller
representations were to be de-
frauded of their rights. He asked
if this was the way to cement
the -Union between the Provinces
and build it up from ocean to ocean.
le was surprised that a gentleman of
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athe hon. gentleman's experience, who,
a lie believed, had been a member of the
1 Government of bis native Province,
r should corne here and talk about his
) little paltry islands and the popula-.

Ltien there, aid say that British Colum-
bia was net entitled to the representa-

*tion it had. They had not corne into
the Union with a representation guar-

*anteed te thcrn. They stood on their
*riglits and they askedt for no more. fIe

had net intended to speak on the sub-
*ject befere the flouse, but he would say,

that hoe disapproved entirely of the
princîple which. had been brouglit for-
ward by the Finance Minister. 11e
was in favour of protecting home in-
dustries and no more. Hie was not
in faveur of putting protection gpon a
particular article unless we could manui-
facture it in Canada to more ad-van-
tage than we could import it. The
hon. gentleman, with his wisdom and
financial ability, lad placed a duty of
2c. a pound on tea. That was an
article we did net grow in Canada, but
he thought it was a very easy thing te
tax. Then hie put a duty on malt. We
did manufacture it, and therefore lie
was going directly against the interestË
of the Dominion. -He was placing a
duty on one article which as far as bis
(Mir. Thompson's) Province, and, hoe
thought, ail the Provinces were con-
cerncd, wotild be a very great detri-
ment te the trade of the Dominion: lie
meant tubing. We had noe manufac-
tories of tubing for boilers, and ho was
told. that it wvas found cheaper te go to
the other aide and build the boilers and
machinery in the steamboats there, and
then to bri ng them i n and register themn
at a nominal sum. le had a letter which
he received last week. A gent!emafl
went last year into an enterprise inl
British Columbia te build a large stearu-
boat that had cost him about $ 100,00.
Hie found there were ne foundries there
sufficient te build bis machinery. Hie
ceuld net get the machinery in Cali-
fernia or in Canada, se lie went te
England and ordered the machine'Y
there. It arrived in Victoria last
month, and upon thiat alene lie hadlifld
to pay $25,600 in duties. If lie had
gene te the American side, lie euld
have built for probably haif thie ameOunDt
and thon have brought the stearnboa'
ever and registered it for a nomil
surn a.% a British botem.
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Mr. ROBINSON said he had been a
little astonished to hear the speech of
his, hon. friend from Montreal West
(Mr.Workman), who said the advocates
of protection w'ere not as numerous now
as they were last year, and the principle
itself was not as strongly advocated.
The men who assembled the other day,
howevcr, il thle Dominion Board of
Trade-quite as great merchants as
his hon. iriend himself-had congratu-
lated the country upon the incrcased
attention which the principle of pro-
tection was receiving in Canada. He
(Mr. Robinson) represented a city con-
stituency, and many of those whomhe
represented were naturally interested
il the manufactures of this country,
and desired to sec a law sanctioned by
this House which would pronote the
interests which were dcar to them.
They thought that, of all the depart-
monts of commerce, that which had
suffered most, perhaps, was manufae-
tures-not due to the depression alto-
gether, but to the fact that they were
subject to competition with imported
groods coming in without paying
duty, while the excellent goods
which they manufactured them-
selves, when they attempted to ex-
port them into the United States,
were met with a hostile duty, which
admitted of no profit to them. They
<did not believe, therefore, in a policy
which gave to foreigners greater privi-
leges than to the natives themselves.
They thought it unjust, and naturally
enough theyprotested against it. They
believed rather in that national
system which had been spoken of in
this bouse, and of which the manu-
facturers had a very good idea. They
knew that a revenue must be had to
carry on the Government of this coun-
try, but they thought the revenue
should be raised with greater fairness;
that the duties should be placed heavily
On1 those goods which were imported
from abroad, which the people of this
country could manufacture themselves,
but lightly on those which they could
n1ot manufacture. Wbat the manufac-
turers objected to was that they were
nOW placed entirely on the defensive.
No one who was placed on the defen-
8ive could do his duty to himself as
Well as if he lad a fair and open field.
The time had gone by, sotte thirteen or

49

fourteen years ago, when the question of
free trade was so popular, and those
who advocated another system were
laughed at, if not sneered at. It
was the national belief of the United
States and Australian colonies, and he
believed ho was justified in saying that
it was about to become the national
beliefin Canada, that Ibis was not the
time for those who held protectionist
views to be laughed at, as they were
some years ago. -He wisbed to point
out what free trade had done for the
manufacturers of England, and what

protection had donc for the United
States ; and, in this connection, he
would quote from a pamphlet written
by a Manchester gentleman :

" There cannot exist the least doubt but
that our manufacturing position is on the
wane. In reference to the cotton trade, the
United States and Foreign Europe have
already more than overtaken us, and instead
of these countries beirg, as formerly, to a
great extent dependent upon us for a supply
of goods, they are actually sending the saine
description of goods here. The eaine may
be said of almost every article upon which
hand or mechanical labour is employed.
* * * It bas been estimated, by parties
who are comipetent to give an opinion, that
we have, bv hostile tariffs, been excluded
fron trading with countries reprsentingover
60 millions of people, and that mostly, if not
entirely, since the inauguration of our so-
called free-trade policy. Our trade with
Russia and Austria, so far as our manufac-
turing industry is co.icerned, is in much the
same position as it is with Germnany, occas-
ioned by the imposition of hostile tariffs;
and, bv our oue-sided policy, we are inducing
these countries to extend and increase their
mnanufacturing industries, sending their nan-
uifactures into this country, free from duty,
to comîpete with our own. *I
(free trade) has already struck down the silk
and ribbon trades of Macclesfield and Cov-
entry, the iron trade districts, and also many
minor branches of trade, bringing to poverty
and ruin millions of Our population. It is
now undermining that magnificent industrv,
the cotton trade of this district, on which our
position as a nation so largely depends."

That showed the effect the competi-
tion of the manufacturers, protected by
the UJnited States, had already had on
the English market. In referring to
this question, an English journal said :

" That a delegation, representing the trade
of England and Scotland, waited upon Lord
Derby formerly. They reminded him that
in 1861 the duty was fen off from paper in
England, and free trade established ; that
America, and most of the countries in
Europe, had protective systems, some of
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thet a double acting oe, rainly on exports
of raw material and imports of paper; and
that, under the present systein, the papr
trade of England cannot exist at ail, andthat
an effort nust be made to get other countries
te eut down their duties."

That was just our position in relation
to the United States. But he would
cite au extract from the Sheffield Tele-
graph. concerning another deputation:

" That there was keen competition with
Sheffield ty American manufacturers, who
nt only supplied their home demand, but
were push ing Sheflield in the British Colonial
markets, notably Australia and Canada; also,
that all hope of Sheffield again supplying
America with goods, to any extent, especially
with Besseiner rails, ivas at an end, and that
now they nmust look to their laurels elsewh ere.
Canada was overrun with Anerican mer-
chants. Its Sheffield hardware trade was
hopelessly gone. Sheffeld wanted 'recipro-
city,' and complained greatiy of the one-
sided arrangement that kept England out of
America, but opened ail English markets to
America, so that England took every year
large quantities of American manufactures."

le would now quote from the
Colliery Guardian of lastAugust, which
stated:

" That two years since we were sending
10,000 tons of our railway iron monthly to
the Ainericans, and that if anyone had pre-
dicted, in the summer of 1874, that witluin
two short years this important branch of our
iron exports would be utterly paralyzed, ie
would have been voted a madman. Yet,
such a result had been witnessed."

That was quite an alarming state of
things for us, with our small capital
and population. lie thought he had
shown to the House what free trade
had done for England ; he had given
his authorities, which consisted of ex-
tracts from'influential newspapers and
reports of deputations whmih had waited
upon the Imperial Government to urge
that measures should be adopted for the
reliet of certain industries. If ho
chose, he could produce the speech of
Sir Robert Peel himself in introducing
the question of free trade to the at-
tention of the British Parliament. That
gentleman said that ho could not hold
out hopes that frec trade principles
would prevail among the other Euro-
pean countries. Time was too short,
however, to go into that branch of his
argument. He would, however, quote
another extract which he thought
would interest the House, inasmuch as
it contained information as to the point
whether free-trade had extended over
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the European continent, and was i
favour now with the English people.
A gentleman who had been engaged in
the iron trade for the last twenty
years, Mr. George T. Clark, wrote t'o
the London Econonist, a great, free-
trade paper, as follows :

" Unfortunately, fbreign countries are ai?
at this time far behind England in their
appreciation of the benefits of free trade. To
it alnost ail foreign nations are at the least
indifferent, and ail foreign Governiments,
whether monarchical or democratic, are
opposed."

But he had yet another authority on
this point. The President of the
Cobden Club, the Right Hon. W. E,
Baxter, at the last meeting re-
marked:

" Mv friend. Mr. Potter, said that the
' Cobden Club' was the nucleus of free traie
sentiment all over the world. Gentlemen,
there is no other nucleus."

• For a moment he would advert to the
question of what protection had done
for the United States. An English
publication, referring to the same sub-
ject, said:

" That the American Government hai
done then vast injury by protecting Aieri-
can manufacturers uutil they have met the
wants of their own market, and are reacliing
after ours. That the ianufacturers of
Sheffield were not the only ones in Great
Britain who were beginning to feel that a
little protection nust be a good thing. That
the paper rnakers, the sugar refiners, the
cotton manufacturers and others were ap-
pealing to the Home Government for soele
forin of protection against foreign compete
tion."

He had other extracts, but they al
pointed in the same direction-to the
wonderful progress the United States
had made under a protective poliCY.
He read an extract from a pamphlet
which, he said, contradicted the
theories of hon. gentlemen opposite.
It was shown that it was the pro-
ducers in Lancashire who paid the
duties. The Government of the Un-
ted States had pursued a healthy policy'
They had incurred a very large de't
the interest of which was )crhap
more than that of the English dcbt,
and, by the aid of protective dutic';.

they had been able to pay the intere "i

during the last eleven years, and et
the same time pay off $4 0 0 ,0 00 ,00,bf
the debt. Their imports during fls
period, moreover, had not decreased.
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but, on the contrary, doubled. A simi-
lar policy in this country would be
attended vith similar resuits. He had
beard a member of the United States
Senate strongly advocate the English
policy with regard to the encourage-
ment and protection of the shipping
interests, by means of bonuses or
bounties to the extent of somothing
like five millions of dollars. Under
this system, the Senator stated, in the
Island of St. Thomas nine or ton lines
of steamers had been created, and
these lines controlled the commerce
of Mexico, the West Indies, Central
America and some other countries.
The United States possessed a popula-
tion of forty millions, while we had
only four millions-one-tenth of their
number-and, consequently, one-
tenth of their products would
suffice for our wants. The
policy of forcing goods into other
countries was one which people en-
gaged in trade always pursued if possi-
ble. This country had been used as a
daughter market by Amorican manu-
facturers; and he was witness of one
case of this sort in Toronto, when fur-
niture, to the value of $12,000 or
$15,000, was sent into that city from
Rochester. It would be all very well
if Canadians could retaliate,. but this
was impracticable. He contended
that we occupied a humiliating position
with regard to the United States in
this respect. If we did offend the United
States by adopting a retaliatory policy,
we Must, after all, look after our own
interests. It would not be the first
time that one country had been noti-
fied by another that they must, for

teir own protection, adopt prohibitory
Iuties. As to the sugar question, it
was to be observed that the hon.
maelnber for Halifax (Mr. Jones)
wvas opposed to the policy of the
Government in this particular ;
and this was a matter of the
greatest consequence. He saw by
4 return of a Board of Trade
Zhat, if a proper fiscal policy was
ifntroduced, it would lead to the con-
ýumption of 50,000 tons of sugar
manufactured in this country. For
every ton of sugar made, a ton of coal
'0111d be consumed, and consequently.. is Would require the purchase of50,000 tons of coal. This industry

49½

would, in various ways, give employ-
ment ;to 30,000 people, and, amongst
other things, 350,000 barrels would be
needed. He did not approve of the
financial policy of the Government;
nor did ho favour the imposition of
extra duties on tea and beer. If a
number of items had been placed
in a hat, and shaken up, and items
taken out at random, the result
would have been equally happy. Lord
Derby had made the remark with
reference to another Governmont:
What is the use of gentlemen being
upon the coach box unless they
know how to drive; and what is the
use of their knowing how to drive.,
unless they knew where to drive to ?
He thought the Government was ex-
actly in this position. They were on
the coach-box but they neither knew
how to drive nor where to drive to. He
thought the time was coming when the
people of the country would strongly
question the wisdom of tho measure
brought down by the Finance Minis-
te.

Mr. DECOSMOS moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

Motion to adjourn the debate nega.
tived.

Question put, and amendment to
the amendment negatived, on the fol-
lowing Division:-

YEAS.

Baby
Benoit
Blanchet
powell

rooks
Brown
Cameron
Campbell
Caron
Cimon
Colby
Costigan
Currier
Cuthbert
Daoust
De Cosmos
Desjardins
Devlin
Dewdney
Domville
Donahue
Dugas
Farrow
Ferguson
Flesher
Fraser
Gaudet
Gibbs (North

Messieurs
Macdonald (Kingston)
McDonald(Cape Breton)
McDougall (Three.Riv.)
McKay (Colchester)
Macmillan
McCallum
McGreevy
McQuade
Masson
Mitchell
Moffat
Monteith
Montplaisir
Mousseau
Norris
Orton
Ouimet
Palmer
Pinsonneault
Platt
Plumb
Popei(Compton)
Robillard
Robinson
Robitaille
Rochester
Rouleau

Ontario) Roy
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Gibbs (South Ontario)
Gill
Haggart
Harwood
Hurteau
Irving
Jett6
Jones (South Leeds)
Kirkpatrick
Lanthier
Little

Mes
Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Bain
Barthe
Béchard
Bernier
Bertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Blain
Blake
Boldue
Borden
Borron
Bourassa
Bowman
Buell
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
3urpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain
Cauchon
Charlton
Cheval
Christie
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Coupal
Cunningham
Davies
Dawson
Delorme
De St. Georges
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Flynn
Fréchette
Galbraith.
Geoffrion
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Guthrie
Hagar
Hall
Higinbotham

Schultz
Stephenson
Thompson (Cariboo)
Tupper
Wallace (S. Norfolk)
White (East Hastings)
White (North Renfrew)
Wood
Workman
Wright (Ottawa)
Wright (Pontiac).-78.

sieurs
Holton
Horton
Huntington
Jones (Halifax)
Kerr
Killam
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
L an derkin
Laurier
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
Macdonnell
Macdougall (EastElgin)
McDougall (S..Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
Mackenzie
McCranay
McIntyre
Mclsaac
McNab
Metcalfe
Mills
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pope (Queen's, P.E.I.)
pouliot
Power
Richard
Ross (East Durham)
Ross (West Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Ryan
Scatcherd
Scriver
Shibley
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Selkirk)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thibatudeau
Thompson (Haldimand)
Thomson (Welland)
Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Yeo
Young.-109.
IRS.

YEAS: NAys:
Messieurs Messieurs

Brouse Cook
McCarthy McGregor.

Quesi Ion on Sir John A. Macdonald's
proposed amendment put.

Mr. DzCosmos.

Mr. ORTON moved in amendment

" That all the words after ' resolved' in
the said amendment be left out, and the
following inserted instead thereof :--' That
this House expresses its regret that the
Government have not seen fit, with a due
regard to all other industries, so to arrange
the Customs tariff as to relieve the farmers
of Canada from the unjust effects of the one-
sided and unfair tariff relations which
exist between Canada and the United
States in reference to the interchange of
agricultural products, and at the same time
place this country in a better position to
negotiate a fair and just reciprocity in the
interchange of such products between
Canada and the United States.'"

He said he had been constrained to
place this amendment before the
House, because, notwithstanding that
the facts established by the evidence
taken before the Special Committee on
Agriculture of last Session showed
that legislation was required in the
interest of the farmer, and unmiudfuil
of the fact that the policy of the Gov-
ernment in this matter had met with
the decided disapproval of agricultur-
ists throughout the country, as cvi-
denced by the late elections in North
and South Ontario, Cardwell and South
Wellington, and even the recent local
election in South Waterloo. And, re-
gariless of the unquestioned influence
which the decreasing prosperity of
our farmers had had in intensifying
the general depression in our manu-
facturing and other industries, yet the
Government had not seen fit to intro-
duce any legislation having for its
object the welfare of agriculturists,
but had only further increased the
already heavy burdens on the people
and more especially on the farmers by
increased and vexatious taxation, such
as the duty on tea and malt. .He
would refer to some of the points
brought out last year by the AgricUl-
tural Committee. It was then c-01
clusively proved, by a majority of
three to one representative farmers
throughout the country, that great il
jury had been caused to the agricul-
tural interests of this country through
the unfair tariff rate which eXisted
between Canada and the United States.
(Interruption.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONAL
hope, Mr. Speaker, you Will
upon order being kept.
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Mr. SPEAKER called the House to
order.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was no
wonder that hon. members were im-
patient. The debate had lasted five
days and the hon. member for Centre
Wellington had already made a speech
on the subject.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: And
now ho is speaking on the amendment
he offers. It is his right.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I don't deny his
right. I only ask whether it is reason-
able that hon. gentlemen should be
required to listen to the same speeches
over and over again ?

Mr. MITCHELL: I rise to move
the adjournent of the debate, the hour
is se late. I eau tell the Government
they will not get a division to-night.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONA LD said he
could quite understand that the hon. the
Premier was anxious that the debate
should come to an end. le (Sir John
A. Macdonald) and his hon. friend
from Hamilton (Mr. Wood) both made
motions in favour of protection to the
manufacturing interests. The hon.
member for Centre Wellington (Mr.
Orton) now made a motion with refer-
ence te a branch of industry to which
he was more especially attached-thc
agricultural interest-and he had a
right to be heard, and as respectfully
treated as the hon. member for Hamil-
ton; and the interests of the farmers
were not to be set aside in this
manner.

M1r. MACKENZIE: I do not deny
the hon. member's right to speak. But
I said it was unreasonable that he
should make the same speech twice.
It is rather remarkable that the hon.
member for Kingston and the hon.
member for Centre Wellington are to
:ake charge of the farmers. Other
People have charge of the farmers as
much as they have.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Not
more se.

Mr. MACKENZ[E: A great deal
more so. At the sane time, I must
admire the versatility of the bon.
mlember for Kingston in making an
amnendment to his own motion.

Mr. ORTON said it was not the
right hon. member for Kingston's

amendment. It was not his intention to
inflict a repetition of any former
speech on this House. Ho was about,
when he was interrupted, to state the
important facts that were laid before
the consideration of the House through
the instrumentality of the Agricultural
Committee of last Session. The evi-
dence went overwhelmingly to show
that the markets in this country were
seriously depressed through their vol-
ume being reduced by the introduction
of large amounts of farm products
from the United States, while Canadian
farm products were to a great extent
debarred entry into the American
markets, and in some articles almost
completely stopped. The evidence
also went to show that the market for
the Canadian farmer was still further
reduced by the fact that the Govern-
ment discouraged the manufacturing-
industries of our country, and it was,
shown that it was important, in order
to advance the interests of the agri-
culturist, that the manufacturers should
receive fair play. Ho would now refer
to the Trade and Navigation Returns
for 1875, from which it appeared that
we imported from the United States, of
agricultural products, animals and
their products, to the value of
$18,806,865, while all the market that
we could obtain in that country, with
ten -times our population, was te the
value of $12,164,128, leaving a balance
against us in agricultural products
alone of $,642,737. And this balance
against us was not made up in other
ways, for, while our total experts to
the United States were to the value of
nearly $26,000,000, our imports from
that country amounted to $46,000,000,
leaving a total balance against us and
in favour of the United States of no
less than $20,000,000. Therefore, not
only in agricultural products, but in
manufactures, there was a large balance
of trade against us. He would also
refer to the amount of revenue paid on
agricultural imports to assist in carry-
ing on the affairs of the country. The
duties paid to Canada from agricultural
imports coming froin the United States
in 1876 amounted to $135,149, and for
this the Government gave to the
Americans our markets in agricultural
products. But we had to pay to the
revenue of the United States, in
order to obtain there a market fer a
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smaller amount of our agricultural
productions the sum of $2,961,809,
which relieved the farmers of the
United States of taxation to that ex-
tent. These were facts which weighed
seriously upon the thoughtful men of
our country. As an instance of the
unfair competition against which the
Canadian farmer had to contend, he
would state that, if a Canadian and a
United States flarmer both went to
the same American town to sell a car-
load of barley, say of 500 bushels, the
Canadian had to take $75 less than his
American cousin for bis barley, and
the latter could chuckle over the fact
that he not only got more for bis bar-
ley, but that the Canuck had paid
$75 of his taxes for him; but, if a
United States farmer came across the
border to the markets of Windsor or
Chatham, or any other Canadian mar-
ket with a car-load of Indian corn, he
could get the same price as the Cana-
dian in bis own market, and the latter
had the further mortification of feel-

,ing that, not only the price of his
own corn was reduced by the glut of
American corn, but that all bis coarse
grains were reduced in value without
the satisfaction of the American far-
mer paying one cent to the revenue of
bis country. This was a great injus-
tice, more particularly so to those
counties of Canada where corn ivas
grown. The hon. member for Both-
well (Mr. Mills) said there were only
three sheep imported into this coun-
try last year. He (Mr. Orton) found
by the returns that sheep were im-
ported into Canada from the United
States last year to the value of $23,000
worth. He challenged the bon. gen-
tieinan as to this return.

Mr. BLAKE: The hon. member for
Bothwell was speaking of Ontario.

Mr. ORTON said, if the other state-
ments of the hon. member for
Bothwell were equally incorrect,
there was not much reliance to be
placed upon his statements or bis
arguments, which were applied to
the whole Dominion, as ho and the
House understood them. In regard
to the statement of the hon. the
Minister of the Interior that there
was no barley imported into this
country from the United States, he

Mr. ORTON.

found by the Trade and Navigation
Returns that there was no less than
30,000 bushels brought into Canada.
A like statement was made by the bon.
Minister with respect to beans; yet
the same returns showed that beans to
the value of over $9,000 were imported
from the United States. He mentioned
these facts and challenged contradiction
in regard to them, to show the House
and the country what weight should be
attached to the remarks of the bon. the
Minister of the Interior. H1e desired
to further illustrate the question as to
the interchange of animails and pro-
ducts between the two countries. When
a Canadian farmer entered the Ameri-
can market he bad to pay a duty of
20 per cent. on bis animals; but when
the Amerîcan farmer came bore he
was only charged ton per cent. To
illustrate this injustice, ihe would say
that when a carload of sbeep was
taken from Canada, $100 had first to
be paid into the United States Treasury,
and to that extent lessen the taxes of
the American farmer; but the latter
might come into the Canadian market
with a carload of hogs and only pay
half that amouut into our Treasury,
and, at the same time, by his cheap-
fed western pork, reduce the legiti-
mate value of the Canadian farmer's
pork, as well as other meats, in his
own market. Was this just? He had
called attention to the large quantity
of corn brought from the lUnited
States into Canada, and it bad been
argued that it was an advantage, not
only to the people generally, but to the
farmers, which ho denied, as the greater
portion of the corn consumed here
was used in the manufacture ofwhiskey.
He felt that, if therd was one matter
on which the Government might have
aided the temperance question, it was
on the matter of corn. But their
policy with respect to it was entirely
opposed to temperance principles.
Every arrangement of the tariff w
directly opposed to the aspirations of
the hon. member for West Middlesex
(Mr. Ross). It had been said that it
would pay the Canadian farmer to sell
bis barley and import Indian corn. Ie
desired to call the attention of the
House to the facts of the interchange
and to show that last year barley for
feeding purposes was cheaper than the
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Indian corn of the United States to
the Canadian farmer. The price of
barley in Canada had not averaged
over 50c. this last season. He
would give to the House the opinion
of a farmer residing in the township
of Wellington on this subject, an old
Reformer, who bad spent a large
portion of bis life in trying to place
in power the present Administration.
The letter, which was published in a
paper in the county, said:

" I would say that barlev is quoted at 45c.
io 55c. in the narket reports; and as a
stained sample is as good for feeding as a
bright sam ple, we will take the avera .e price
50c. and compare it with corn. According
to analysis, 51 lb. of barley is equal to 56 lb.
of corn; 51 lb. of barley at 50c. costs 53c.,
while 56 lb. of corn costs 56c.; therefore,
larley is three cents a bushel cheaper than
corn."

Mr. GUTHRIE asked the name of
the writer of the letter.

Mr. OR',TON said it was Mr. Bath-
gate.

Mr. GUTHRIE said that gentleman
had been a Tory all bis life.

Mr. IGINBOTHAM said the
gentleman was the most violent oppo-
nent Mr. Guthrie had.

Mr. ORTON said that, up to the last
election in South Wellington, the gen-
tleman, as well as all his friends, had
been most enthusiastic supporters of
the Reform party. le would refer to
the exchange of pease between Canada
and the United States, in order to show
how erroneous were the views of hon.
members opposite in that regard. The
hon. the Minister of the interior had
stated that a bushel of pease would buy
two bushels of corn. There was no
practical farmer who would take that
s a just and fair calculation. He

Wshed to show the cost to the Canadi-
an farmer when he sold bis pease and
bought corn. First, the farmer had to
defray the cast of taking his pease to
imarket and bringing back corn, which
mnight be placed at tSc. per bushel,
which must be added to the price of
the Indian corn; and then, it was well
known that every bushel of pease
veiglhed 60 lb.,while corn woighed only

56 lb. to the bushel; a pound of pease
was also, as proved by analysis, more
nIutritious as food than a pound of corn.
Therefore, it would take 1- bushels

of Indian corn at least for a bushel of
pease; that was to say, that one-eighth
of the price of a bushel of corn must be
added to the exchange. The average
price throughout Canada of Indian corn
during the last six or seven years, was
50c. per bushel; it would, therefore,
be necessary to add 61c. to the 5e.,
-which would bring the price of the
corn to 61ýc. The average price of pease
during the last five years had not
exceeded 68c. per bushel. There was,
also, the loss whieh Canadian farmers
sustained througli the competition of
corn with Canadian barley, rye and
other grain, to be taken into considera-
tion. On an ordinary farm of 100 acres,
a Canadian farmer would have 300
bushels of oats to dispose ofan d that was
taking a very small average. Taking the
loss of 5c. per bushel, he would be out
of pocket $15 from the competition of
Indian corn adnitted free. There was
also the question of barley, During
this year, when our farmers were de-
pendent to a large extent on what they
obtained for their barley, other crops
having been a failure, distillers would
have used the barley in manufacturing
whiskey, for it could be bought as cheap
as the Indian corn and would make as
good whiskey, except for the fact of
corn being admitted free. It was fair,
he thought, to say that the farmer lost
5c.. per bushel, and it vas a fair
average to estimate that every farmer
would bave a surplus of 200 bushels of
barley, which would cause him a loss
yearly of $10 by the present arrange-
ment. He need not refer to the arti-
cles of Canadian rye, corn and hay,
upon which there would also be a loss.
Under those circumstances, he failed
to understand that we were in any de-
grec obtaining a profit from the inter-
change. It had been stated during the
debate that the price of lumber and of
manufactured goods would be inereased
if a duty were placed on ,American
products, because it. would raise the
price of farmers'products to the consu-
mers in Canada. That was a very strange
argument to be used by the same hon.
members who had been labouring to
show that farmers would not obtain any
larger price for their products if duties
were placed on United States farm pro-
ducts, as the country to which our sur-
plus went ruled the price. If a Itimber-
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man or manufacturer was compelled
to pay higher for agricultural products,
the farmer would surely reap the bene-
fit and be able to pay more for his lum-
ber or manufactures. But, if the price
of food was not increased to the lum-
berman and manufacturer, the price
of the production of lumber and manu-
factures would no.t be increased. It
was contended by representatives
from the Lower Provinces, that the
people engaged in the fishing in-
dustries could not permit the cost
of living to be increased. But that
was not placing the question properly
before the House. In order to illus-
trate the point ho wished to make, ho
would refer to the article of wheat,
to show that, though the trade price
might not be increased to the consumer,
the price might be increased to the
producer. It was a well-known fact
that a home market was the most
profitable, no matter what industry
was 'considered. Every manufacturer
knew that a market for his goods at
his own door was the best market that
could be obtained. If a manufacturer
obtained such a market, he could then
afford to extend his operations and
send goods to foreign markets, bocause,
the larger the production, the less the
cost. So it was with regard to flour.
If the Canadian miller possessed exclu-
sively the Canadian market, ho would
get his returns much sooner than when
he depended to a large extent on the
European market; he would thus save
interest besides risking less. There-
fore, even though ho only obtained the
same price in the Lower Provinces for
his flour as he would in Liverpool, ho
could still afford to give a larger price
to the farmers for their wheat, by turn-
ing over his money oftener, and still
reap a nice profit. The House had
heard agreat deal about the importance
of our carrying trade, and that the fact
of our allowing American flour and
wheat to come « into Canada free
benefitted our carrying trade to an
enormous extent. lHe wished to direct
the attention of the House to the facts
in connection with that matter. In
1875 the flour and meal imported from
the United States was $3,000,000
worth, of which only $a8,000 worth
was re-exported to foreign countries.
Therefore there was no profit for the

Mr. ORTON.

carrying trade on that article. Of
wheat, we imported $6,000,000 worth,
and re-exported only $3,000,000 worth,
and this, if required, could be
carried through our country in bond.
Another injustice to the Canadian
farmer was the fact that the flour of
the United States was carried to the
Lower Provinces at a cheaper rate than
that of the Canadian millers, and it was
easy to understand that such an
arrangement worked to the general
disadvantage of our industries. It
would be difficult for hon. gentlemen
opposite to convince the farmers,in view
of this fact, that protection would not
benefit them. The great bug-bear
which frightened many hon. members
from supporting a protective policy
was the cry that it would increase the
taxation of the people. It was said
that putting a duty on American
products would simply be the excuse
for manufacturers to raise the price of
goods used by agriculturists. IHe had
listened with pleasure to the straight-
forward and mcanly statement of the
hon. member for West Montreal (Mr.
Workman) on this matter, who showed
clearly that the expense of articles
used by our farmers would not be in-
creased by protection. Hon. members
on this side of the Hiouse did not desire
to augment the bulk of taxation, but
simply to put a duty on such articles
as were produced in Canada, and
remove them from such articles as
were not produced. The hon. member
for North Brant (Mr. Fleming) said the
duty placed on cereals by the United
States was no benefit to the farmers Of
that country. He (Mr. Orton) could
not understand how any one could take
that position. A duty on Canadian
barley, for instance, must have a bene-
ficial effect on the American farmors,
in giving them 15c. more per bushel
than the Canadian farmer; and the
same argument applied to coarse grains
generally. He failed to see the force
also of his argument, that the revenue
could be reduced by placing a duty
upon agricultural products. It had
been stated that the price of tea would
not be increased to the consumer by
the duty placed on that article. We
did not produce tea in Canada, and
there was no possibility of its beiug
reduced in price owing to home co1nl
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petition in its production, which often
took place on other articles. It was a
palpable absurdity to say that a duty
on an article we did not produce would
not raise the cost to the consumer. It
was also a fallacy to say that beer
would not be increased in price by the
additional Excise dutyon malt. There
could be no doubt that any augment-
ation in the cost of manufacture must
iltimately affect the price to the con-
sumer, and the additional duty was a
serious embargo on the consumption
of beer, and an encouragement to
w h iskey-dri nking, and, therefore, an
injury to the Canadian farmer who
grew barley. Again, referring to
Indian corn, he might say that not one
out of a hundred farmers in the county
of Wellington, or in the country,
bought Indian corn for feeding pur-
poses. Those who did so, were chiefly
rich farmers who lived near railways,
and could afford to speculate, and could
obtain it at no great cost or trouble.
But were the interests of ninety-
nine farmers out of each hundred in
the country to suffer serious loss
owing to the competition of Indian
corn with their coarse grains in order
to occasionallv benefit a few specula-
tors. He agreod with the Promier
when ho stated it was very unjust to
enrich one class at the expense of
another. But ho believed even the
lew rich cattle-feeders referred to, if
they studied the matter closely, would
find that they could raise cattle-feed.
cheaper than they could buy it. It had
been said in the House that to impose
duties on American products would
drive us farther away from the pros-
spect of obtaining reciprocity; but, if
Cýanada could submit to any greater
imiliation than had been submitted

to already in the attempts made to
secure reciprocity, ho thought she
would occupy a more degraded posi-
tion than it would be desirable or pos-
sible for any free people to endure-
and he thought that, in saying this, h
represented the sentiments of every
true Canadian. The imposition of
daties on farm. products, at any rate
ts far as it concerned the farmers of
the Western States who obtained a large
market in Canada, would assist us
in securing reciprocity by creating a
Party there whose interests would

favour reciprocity. The move in
this matter must, however, come,
not from the Dominion, but from
the United States-that was, if we-
had a proper regard for our own
self-respect. It was utterly impossible-
for our Government to go again
through the farce of sending a Com-
missioner to Washington to negotiate
a Reciprocity Treaty. The Govern-
ment and country had already been
treated with such indignity as would
not likely be submitted to again in
this matter. He had always held it
was unfair and unjust to protect manu-
factures and other industries, without
also affording the legitimate benefits
that accrued from such a policy to our-
agriculturists. In voting fr the
amendment to the amendment moved
by the hon. member for Hamilton, ho
had felt that it was simply an amend-
ment in accord with the motion which
proposed to do justice to every indus-
try in our country-manufacturing,
mining and agricultural. It was a
step in the right direction, though it
was not conceived in a fair spirit
towards the other interests of the-
country. Even if carried, it would
only have had the effect of expelling
from power a Govern ment that had
neglected generally our agricultural,
manufacturing and mining interests.
He hoped that every representative of'
agricultural con stituencies, at any rate,
would vote for his amendment, and do
justice to one of the most important
interests of the country.

Mr. TUPPER suggested to the
Premier that it was a gross breach of
the arrangement entered into on both
sides of the House to prevent these
very late sittings, to sit to this hour
(3.45 a.m.). Half-a-dozen gentlemen
had risen to address the House on the
question before them, and it was quite
impossible to close the debate at this
late sitting.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is a very
early sitting.

Mr. TUPPER said hon. gentlemen
opposite seemed very much inclined to
treat with derision the proposal to give
the same consideration to the agricul-
tural interests of this country that was
given to other interests. He did trust
that the House would not be forced to-
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sit at such very unreasonable hours.
He had no hesitation in saying that
this was a course which had led to
very lamentable results in the past,
.and ho hoped they would be protected
from the continuation of such results.
There were gentlemen who, in his
judgment, would have now been
alive and well, and capable that
eight of discharging their duties to
,the country, if they had not been com-
pelled to remain in that Chamber at
unreasonable hours. He trusted that
they would have a full and fair oppor-
tunity for discussing the most momen-
tous question over before the louse.
He hoped it would not be necessary to
say more, and that the Government
Avould not attempt to force the House
to continue a late sitting.

Mr. MACKENZIE replied that,
whatever might be said about the
question, the hon. gentleman might
depend upon this: the House would
treat witIf derision the attempt of two
doctors to constitute themselves the
champions of the farmers. The Ilouse
vwould undoubtedly treat with derision
the attempt of two doctors to consti-
tute themselves the representatives of
!the farmers. The farmers were repre-
sented twice over on the other side of
the question, and to assume that, be-
-cause the gentlemen who pretended'to
speak for the farmers were opposed, the
farmers were treated with derision was
-a piece of mockery.

Mr. ORTON: The evidence is before
the Ilouse.

Mr. MACKENZIE : So was the hon.
gentleman before the House, but that
-did not improve the fouse very much.
With regard to the question of adjourn-
rment, ho would merely call the atten-
tion of the hon. member for Cumbor-
land to the fact that this discussion
had proeeded for five days, and that
it would be absolutely necessary for
the Government to ask for another day
in the weok if this discussion was to
bo interminable. The hon. gentleman
himself had no doubt acted with great
forbearance in not speaking very long.

Mr. TUPPER : I have not made a
remark.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
-tleman spoke on the question.

Mr. TuPPER.

Mr. TUPPER: Not since this mo.
tion was made.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman had been quite moderate,
and he (Mr. Mackenzie) had spoken
loss than one-half the time consumed
by the hon. gentleman. Those who
sat on the Ministerial benches had
taken up very little time. It was
quite evident that, since the discussion
on this motion had occupied six days,
it was very difficult to get on with the
business. He would take stops to
secure another day for Government
business.

Mr. BORRON moved the adjo irn-
ment of the debate.

Motion to adjourn debate negatived
on the following Division

YIAs :

Baby
Benoit
Bernier
Blanche t
Borron
Bowell
Brooks
Bunster
Cameron
Campbell
Caron
Cimon
Colby
Costigan
Cuthbert
Daoust
Davies
DeCosmos
Desjardins
Dewdney
Domville
Donahue
Dugas
Farrow
Ferguson
Flesher
Fraser
Gaudet
Gibbs (North Ontario)
Gibbs (South Ontario)
Gill
Haggart
Harwood
Hurteau
Jones (South Leeds)
Kirkpatrick
Lanthier
Little

Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Bain
Barthe
Béchard

sieurs
Macdonald (Kingston)
Macdonnell
McDougall (Three Riv.)
McKay (Colchester)
Macmillan
McCallum
McGreevy
McQuade
Masson
Mitchell
Moffat
Monteith
Montplaisir
Mousseau
Orton
Ouimet
Palmer
Pinsonneault
Platt
Plumb
Pope (Compton)
Pope (Queen's, P.B.I.)
Robinson
Robitaille
Rochester
Rouleau
Roy
Schultz
Smith (Selkirk)
Stephenson
Thompson (Cariboo)
Tupper
Wallace(South Norfolk)
White (East Hastings)
White (North Renfrew)
Wright (Ottawa Co-
Wright (PontiaC).- 7-

NYS :

Mesaieurs
Huntington
Irving
Jetté
Jones (Halifax)
Kerr
Killam
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Bertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Blain
Blake
Bolduc
Borden
Bourassa
Bowman
Bronse
Buell
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain
Cauchon
Charlton
Cheval
Christie
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Coupal
Cunningham
Curriere
Dawson
Delorme
De St. Georges
DeVeber
Devlin
Dymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Flynn
Fréchette
Galbraith
Geoffrion
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Guthrie
Ilagar
Hall
Higinbotham
Holton
Horton

Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Laurier
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
Macdougall (EastElgin)
McDougall (S. Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
Mackenzie
McCraney
McIntyro
Mclsaac
McNab
Metcalfe
Mills
Norris
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pouliot
Power
Richard
Robillard
Ross (East Durham)
Ross (West Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Ryan
Scatcherd
Scriver
Shàibley
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thibaudeau
Thompson (Haldimancd)
Thomson (Welland)
Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman
Yeo
Young.-112.

PAIRS.
YEAS:

Messieurs
NAYs:

Messieurs
B,'ose Cook
McCarthy McGregor.

Mr. BOWELL moved the adjourn-
mcent of the flouse.

Mr. TUPPER said he would like to
say on the question of the adjourn-
ment of the louse what ho had said
before. It was a manifest breach of
the agreement entered into on both
sides of the House that they should

int ntil such a late hour. fe had
listened patiently to hon. gentlemen on
both sides of the House through the
debate i ho would have been very glad
to have had the opportunity of addres-
sng the House himself, but he was

anxious to forward business as much
as possible. He had listened with a
great deal of pleasure to the hon. gen-
tieman on the Treasury benches who
had addressed the House for three or
four hours that day on this question,
and he must say that, during the period
he had had the honour of a seat in the
House, he had never witnessed such a
spectacle before as one Minister
occupying almost the entire day and
then the Government to commenca
banding their supporters together
in order to force a divison at four
o'clock in the morning. H1e might
say,with reference to the remark which
had fallen from the First Minister,
that he treated with derision the at-
tempt of two doctors to represent the
farming interests in this House, that
the lion. gentleman forgot the position
he occupied in the House when ho
ventured to throw so undeserved an
insult.across the floor of the House to
any gentleman. Long beforebthat hon.
gentleman held any public position in
this country, he had had the honour to
represent as able, as intelligent and as
independent a farming constituency as
the agricultural constituencv which
that hon. gentleman represented. The
hon. gentleman had no right to use
the expression which ho had employed ;
and the hon. gentleman forgot what ho
owed to the flouse as well as what he
owed to himself when ho undertook
to reflect upon any gentleman selected
by the independent suffrages of his
countrymen to represent them in Par-
liament. If a farming constituency
second to none in Canada in point of
intelligence and independence selected
him as their representative, ho had a
right to claim the respectful considera-
tion of the House for any views he
might presont to the flouse in support
of the gentlemen who sent him there.
fie thought the hon. gentleman would
have learned a lesson from the past, in
reference to his treatment of the agri-
culturists of this country. The hon.
gentleman had adopted the same course
in the Hlouse a year ago, and what did
he gain by it ? It had been resented in
a most marked and distinct manner
when that hon gentleman went into the
constituency ofSouth Ontario,one ofthe
finest agricultural constituencies in the
country, during last season ; he was told
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how he had treated the agricultural
interests in the House, and how he had
treated one of the ablest and most
independent and most intelligent rep-
resentatives of the agricultural inter-
ests in the fHouse, the hon. member for
Centre. Wellington (Mr. Orton); and
the bon. gentleman was reminded of
the ribald and unfair treatment to
which this hon. gentleman (Mr. Orton)
was subjected, and the derision with
which that hon. gentleman (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) had attenpted to treat him as
the representative of the agricultural
interests in this country; and the hon.
gentleman made his defence. But,
when the verdict was taken, the hon.
gentleman found that in the constitu-
ency in which he, a short time before,
had a large majority, that majority had
been reversed; and the hon. gentleman
had to suffer the penalty of that course
which he had pursued on a former
occasion. When the agriculturists
found that the hon. the Prime Minister
of Canada so far forgot himself as the
hon. gentleman had done, they would
resent the slight placed upon them.
That conduct was not to be regretted
by the Opposition, from a party
point of view, for it was such
conduct which had made the
hon. gentleman lose that position
in the country which lie formerly held.
But it was to be regretted that the
hon. gentleman should descend from
his high position, and indulge in
conduct which was unparliamentary
and discreditable to himself and the
Party which he led in the House. It
was the first time in the history of that
Parliament, within his (Mr. Tupper's)
experience, that a Government majori-
ty had been used as the bon. gentle-
man had seen fit to use his majority.
The course ho had adopted was not one
which would meet with the approval
of the country. No hon. gentleman
on the other side who had a remark to
make or an argument to present during
the debate, could say that he had not
been listened to with the most patient
and earnest attention.

Mr. DYMOND: Will the hon. gen-
tleman allow me to answer hini?

Mr. TUPPER: Yes.
Mr. IDYMOND: Then I say that for

a whole houîr the hon. gentleman's
Mr. TUPPER.

leader was doing his best to instigate
his followers around him to interrupt
me whilst I was speaking.

Mr. TUPPER said all he eould sar
was, if the hon. gentleman did create
some little excitement-and he thought
there was just as much in his own
neighbourhood as in the ranks of the
Opposition-it was due more to the
style of remark which the bon. gen-
tlemen adopted than to any other
cause. He (Mr. Tupper) was speakin
of any hon. gentleman who had an
argument to present to the louse.

Mr. DYMOND: Or a remark to
make.

Mr. TUPPER said he did not think
the case in point affected his statement.
The hon. member for North York
(Mr. Dymond) took a very extraordin-
ary mode of addressing the House, and
when he had indulget in a very re-
markable exordium, he prepared hun-
self to listen to the argument, but ho
was astonished when ho observed the
hon. gentleman tako his seat, and the
speech which had been looked forward
to with great pleasure and great satis-
faction had not yet been <elivered.
He did not think any party in any
Parliament had given a more patient
or careful consideration to the remarks
of the party opposite, than had been
given during the present debate by the
Opposition to the views presented by
the hon. gentleman sitting on the
Government benches. Under those
circumstances, there was no reasonable
excuse for the hon. geetlemen adopting
the course they had. As the hon. the
First Minister well knew, the speech
lie made was one calculated to cal1

for a reply from himself A large
n omber of hon. gentlemen had asked
him if he was not going to reply, and
he said he would not if ho could avoi
it, although the bon. gentleman in hS
speech-he would not call it a harangue
-had made some very extraordinary
statements.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I did not speak
ton minutes.

Mr. TUPPER said he was afraid
that statement wasvery incorrect. lO
thought it would be very difficult to
crowd the speech into half af hour.
The hon. the First Minister had paid
him the compliment of saying that ho
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exhibited greatforbearance, and he was
sure that the Opposition had not taken
up one moment of time unnecessarily.

Mr. MILLS: The hon. gentleman
las spoken twenty minutes just now.

Mr. TUPPER said during the whole
evening he had been endeavouring to
obtain a division on the question, and
ho thought he would defer his remarks
to a future date. He could not under-
stand why, at four o'clock in the morn-
ing, a majority of the House should be
used to force a discussion, and that in
opposition to a distinct understanding
that the sittings should not be con-
tinued to the undue length to which
they had been continued last Session.
He appealed to the hon.the leader of the
Government, as ho had appealed to
him before, not to force the House to
sit to an unreasonable hour in the mor; -
ing. The hon. the First Minister bad
said ho could stand it, but other hoi.

gentlemen could not. The House had
to mourn the absence of some gente-
mon who, a year ago, were bright orna-
ments in Parliament, but who were not
in their places through, in a great mea-
sure, the hon. the Premier forcing the
House to sit until unroasonable hours.
A chairman of the Committee of the
Whole was once kept in his chair for
six hours, and his life was sacrificed in

uonsequence of it. le wanted to know
whether the lives of the iembers of
the louse wero to be treated as a mat-
ter of no moment.

Mr. JONES (Halifax): Shame.
Mr.TUPPER said he called "Shame"
those who forced a course upon the

louse which had been attended with
such dire results. It was an unfair
use of a majority to use it in that man-
ner. It was true the hon. gentleman
Opposite had a mechanical majority, as
Mr. .Disraeli said, which it appeared
could be wheeled into line, however
Oppressive or unjust the act might be.
But that majority was rapidly fading
away, and the independent yeomanry
of the country would resent the course
pursued that night. He trusted the
flouse would carry the motion, and at
that hour,half-past four in the morning,
allow the debate to be adjourned.

Mr. MACKENZIE said, while the
hon. gentleman had been complaining
of being kept in the House to such

a late hour, be had occupied moie than
half an hour pouring out a tirade of
shameful abuse. The hon. gentleman,
apparently, was incapable of under-
standing what fair play or fair debate
was. His reputation for that conduet,
however, was such throughout the
country, that it was a matter of little
consequence what he complained of in
the House. It was not right to con-
plain of anything of which he (Mri.
Mackenzic) had said. He would appeal
to Mr. Speaker as to whether ho had
used a single unparliamentary expres-
sion. He had said that the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland and bis brother
doctor (Mr. Orton) had no right to
pretend that they alone represented the
farmers in this lHouse; and ho would
say so again.

Mr. TUPPER rose to a point of
order. The hon. the Premier bad no
right in dealing with a statement made
to change the statement he (Mr.
Tupper) made, which was that the
hon. gentleman had treated with
derision the claim.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that was not
a point of order. He could quite
understand the anxiety of the hon.
gentleman to save himself in the gross
attacks ho had made. The hon. gentle-
man Lad used the most violent language
possible within parliamentary bounds.
le would repeat that the two doctors
had no right to protend that they
represented the farmers in the House.

Mr. DO.t VILLE rose to a point of
order. The hon. the Premier should
distinguish an hon. member by his
county.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he could
easily understand that hon. gentlemen
opposite wanted to prevent him from
getting a hearing. He know their
tactics; ho had known them for many
years. The bon. member for Cumber-
land and the hon. member for Centre
Wellington misrepresented the farmers.
The policy which they were seeking to
impose upon the country was the most
disastrous one which could overtake
the f irmers, and the Government
were bound to protect the farmers
from the assaults the hon. gen-
tlemen were making upon them. He
would have no trouble whatever in
satisfying all the farmers in the coun-
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try on that point. The farmers were
not so ignorant as the hon. gentleman
and his colleagues seemed to think
they were, and, if ho imagined that
the farmers, any more than the mem-
bers of this House, were taken over to
the Conservative side by the tactics of
which they had witnessed such a speci-
men to-night, he was never so much
mistaken. He had said that ho (Mr.
.Mackenzie) had caused the death of
several members last year. He had
supposed that it would be impossible
fbr even the member for Cumberland
(Mr. Tupper) to cast such a shameful
imputation against any one. He (Mr.
Tupper) had forced them to sit there
last year once until half-past four
o'clock, in cousequence of his speaking
three hours against time, and that was
the only occasion of a very late sitting.
He pursued that course nigbt after
nigbt with a view to compel the Gov-
ernment to adopt his views, and they
were compelled in self-defence against
his course and that of bis colleagues to
expedite public business by sitting to a
late hour. The hon. gentleman sup-
posed that, because ho had a somewhat
loose tongue, he could insult the ma-
jority of this House whenever he
pleased.

Mr. PLATT: Keep your temper.
Mr. MACKENZIE said the momber

for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) ima-
gined, because ho was allowed a lati-
tude which no else would be allowed,
that he could insult the majority as ho
had to-night. He never was more
mistaken. He had said that the Gov-
ernment bad lost election after election.
They had lost thirteen seats and gained
six, which was precisely the ratio of
the numbers on each side when Par-
hament opened.

Mr. TUPPER: Name the six you,
gained.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he might;
name them at an early day. The hon.
gentleman should keep his temper;
he had had his speech and ho must
behave himself.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must request the
hon. member for Cumberland not to
interrupt the bon. gentleman.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that, after
the hon. gentleman's display of temper,

Mr. Màormzaiz.

ho did not wonder that ho manifested
that impatience, interrupting as con-
stantly as if ho was for the first time
in public life. But he would not be
allowed wantonly to trample upon the
feelings and rights of the majority in
this House, and they did not want a
lecture upon political or other morality
from the hon. gentleman. They were
quito capable of managing their own
affairs.and biusness without any adviee
from the hon. gentleman. le (Mr.
Mackenzie) had rison to suggest an
arrangeeiant for an adjournment when
the hon. gentleman stopped him by
calling for the yeas and nays. He got
nothing by that. If he had allowed
him (Mr. Mackenzie) to proceed, the
louse would have been adjourued, and
they all would have been home long
ago, but he wished to have an opportu-
nity to display that spleen and ill-feeling
towards the majority of this Huse,
which ho was evidently unable to con-
trol and keep within decent boundx.
le had said that he (Mr. Mackenzie)
took a long time in speaking. He had
spoken after the member for Kingston,
perhaps for fifteen minutes, certainly
not more, so that no possible complaint
could be made of bis occupying too
much time, and ho was sure that the
hon. gentleman did not hear one single
expression in that speech to which lic
could take exception. He might con-
trovert the principles advanced, and
he (Mr. Mackenzie) expected that they
should be controverted, though, if the
principles on the Ministorial side of the
louse ever had a triumphant vindi-
cation, it was in the debate now pro.
ceeding. The hon. gentleman lad
stated that his lion. friend from North
York (Mr. Dymond) not only had no
argument to advance but no remark tO
make. He (Mr. Mackenzie) would
dignify the speech of his hon. friend as
an argument, but even the hon. gen-
tleman would admit that the member
for North York made a remark. No
one was interrupted that ho knew Of
on either side, except his hon. friend
from North York and the gentleman
who persisted in inflicting bis speech
upon the House twice.

Mr. TUPPER: Mr. Robinson.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was true
he was slightly interrupted, and ho
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was good enough to say that he accept-
ed it as good-natured banter, not as an
interruption at all. It would be well
if the member for Cumberland (Mr.
Tupper) would accept things in the
same way, and give up accusing hon.
members. He (Mr. Mackenzie) had
asked the Speaker twice to mention
any unparliamentary expressions
which ho had used. The hon. member
for Cumberland Lad been called to
order repeatedly, and ho (Mr. Macken-
zie) had not. At the sane time, he was
resolved that the hon. gentleman
should not trample upon the rights of
the majority; and the rights of the
minority should have the same con-
sideration. The Government would
not now offer aiy opposition to the
adjournment.

Mr. MITCHELL said the course of
the Government had been injudicious,
and ho hoped they would learn a les-
son, and be willing, in future, to adjourn
the House at an earlier hour.

Motion to adjourn the House agreed
T(q.

Holiuse adjourned at
Twenty ninutes before

Five o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 16th March, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

EXTRADITION OF CRIMINALS
BILL.-[BILL No. 65.]

(Mr. Blake,)
THIRD READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
Gi the Whole on Bill (No. 65) To make
provision for the Extradition of Fugi-
tive Criminals.

(In the Committee.)
Mr. BLAKE said the lst section

contained definitions with respect to the
Imaperial Act. He had, however, re-
newed the phrasoology a little. There
was also included the definition of the
wyord " Judge," because Commissioners
mlight be appointed as well as Judges,
and in subsequent portions of the& Act
the word " Judge " alone w-as used.

Section agreed to.

Mr. BLAKE said the 2nd section
simply provided that proceedings com-
menced under any other Act or Law
should be continued under that Act or
Law.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: U7nder
the old law?

Mr. BLAKE: Yes.

Section agreed to.

Mr. BLAKE said the 3rd section
repealed the law referred to in the 2nd
section.

Section agrcea to.
Mr. BLAKE said the 4th section

provided for the application of this
Act. It provided, howover, that it
should not go into operation until the-
operation of the Imperial Act should
have ceased or been suspended in
Canada. They had express power to,
legislate on this subject. The second
sub-section referred to doubts which
had been raised with regard to the-
trouble that had arisen between the
United States and England as to the-
operation of the Act of 1870. The 4th
sub-section ought to be markod the
3rd. It embodied practically a pro-
vision of the Imperial Act, and it was-
a limiting or restricting clause with
reference to Orders of the Privy Coun-
cil, and it was intended to harmonize-
our legislation with theirs. H1e pro-
posed a more formal amendment in this
relation. Hon. members would ob-
serve that sub-section 4 of the next
section really ought to be sub-section
4 of this section, and ho proposed to.
transfer it. Provision was made with
reference to Orders in Council but not
with regard to their publication.

Section agreed to.
Mr. BLAKE said Section 5 provided

for the application of the Act, which
depended on an Order in Couneil. The
second sub-section simply provided for
the laying before Parliament of Orders
in Council. The third sub-section,
which was adopted from the Imperial
Act, provided for the publication in the
Canada Gazette of arrangements or
Orders in Council. He proposed to,
strike out the 4th sub-section of that
section, as it had already been trans-
ferred.

Section agreed to.
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Mîr. BLAKE said the 6th section
was practically the provision which
-existed in England touching the
.event of the surrender of a fugitive,
if it appeared that his offence was
political, or that proeedings were
taken against hini with the view of
J)unishing him for a political offence.
This he had already explained.

Section agreed to.
Mr. BLAKE said the 7th section

-extended to cases in which the crime
had taken place before the coming in
force of the Act, and related to the
*criminal jurisdiction of the Courts of
the country. This was practically
-adopted, with some slight modifica-
tions, from the English Act.

Section agreed to.
Mr. BLAKE said the 8th section

provided for the appointment ofjudicial
-officers to carry out the provisions of
the Act. The terms were similar to
those contained in the present Cana-
dian Act. It also contained provisions
touching habeas corpus proceedings.

Section agre.ed to.
Mr. BLAKE said the 9th section

refcrred to documents and proofs. Of
-course a departure from the general
.law with regard to this class of cases
was allowed. The only alteration he
proposed was to insert in second line of
,sub-section B the words, " or affir-
mation." He had throughout recog-
nized the fact that affirmation might
be employed.

Section agreed to.
Mr. BLAKE said that the llth

section related to the issuing of war-
rants. The report of issue with certi-
fied copies was to be sent to the
-Minister of Justice, who was made
directly responsible in these cases, as
was the case in England with the
Scretary of State for the Home
Department.

Section agreed to.
On Section 15,
Mr. BLAKE said it described the

mode of requisition and was a little
different from the English Act. The
Imperial Act granted power to the
consular officers, but it was obviously
inconvenient in matters of this char-
acter, which sometimes involved deli-
cate investigations, for such officers to
make the application. lie thought, as

Mr. BLAKE.

a rule, the consul resident at Ottawa
should take charge of this matter. It
was also provided that the application
should be made by any Minister of
State.

Section agreed to.
On Section 16,
Mr. BLAKE said it defined the prc-

per alternatives upon which an order
might be refused. The first and
second provisions related to political
offences. The third was of a general
character, and gave the Minister of
Justice power to order the discharge
of prisoners under certain circum-
stances.

Section agreed to.
On Section 17,
Mr. BLAKE said it contained prc-

visions for security against hasty sur-
renders, and for cases in which u
criminal might be charged with a
Canadian crime. It was practically
similar to the English law.

Mr. DEVLIN asked if it was left to
the Minister of Justice to determine
whether the offence was of a political
character, or whether it was left to
the Judge.

Mr. BLAKE said prior sections pro-
vided that the Judge should investigate
that matter, and that the fugitive
should not be surrendered if the
offence was a political one. But diplo-
matie power to surrender was vested
in the Ministry, even after the Judge
had given his decision.

Section agreed to.
On Section 19,
Mr. BLAKE said provision was

made that anything found in posses-
sion of the prisoners should, as fai as
practicable, be given up.

Section agreed to.
On Schedule 1,
Mr. BLAKE said the list was sub-

stantially the same as contained in the
Act of 1870, with the exception that
there were provisions applying marine
offences to the great lakies as well as
to the high seas, and a further excep-
tion in regard to accessories before and
after the fact.

Schedule agreed to.
Bill ordered to 1e reported.
Ilouse resumed.
Bill reported, read the third time and

passed.
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INSPECTION OF STEAMBOATS
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

FIRsT READING.

ThI House resolved itself into a
,ommittee of the Whole to consider
the following resolution

" That it is exuedient to amend the Acts
,especting the Inspection of Steamnboats-31
Vic., c. 63; 32, 33 Vic., c. 39; and 37 Vie.,

30-by dimoinishing, in certain cases, the
,ramber of boats, life-preservers, fire buckets
&c., which steaniboats are bound to carry
un der the said Acts, and to relieve themn fron
certain other obligations now inposed on
them; and also to substitute for the yearly
rate or duty now imposed on theni for the
Inspection Fund, an inspection fee of eight
dollars for eacli inspection, made imperative
by the Act 31 Vie., c. 65, on passenger
teamboats exceeding one hundred tons bur-

then, and of five dollars for each sach in.
spection on all passenger steamboats or one
hundred tons or less, and on all other steain-
boats.",

(lu the Committee.)

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said it
bad been found necessary to make
lhanges in the Act. It would, per-
haps, be more convenient to discuss
the proposed changes on the Bill rather
than on the resolution.

Mr. MITCHELL said he saw from
an advance copy of the Bill that the
amendments were mostly verbal, with
some slight alterations in detail, which,
so far as he could see, were caleulated
to facilitate trade and business. He
concurred in the view of his hon.
friend that the Bill had better be dis-
cussed.

Mr. SCHULTZ asked if it was pro-
posed to provide for the inspection of
steamboats in Manitoba.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
there was already a provision in the
law relating to inspection in that Pro-
vmece.

Mr. SCHULTZ îisked if the inspector
h1ad been appointed.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): I
think ho has, but I will make inquiries

1nd inform ny hon. friend.
Resolution agreed to and ordered to

be reported.
bouse resumed.
Resolution reported, read the first and

second tines, and agreed to.
50

Mr. SMfTH introduced a Bill (No
83) To amend the Acts relating to the
inspection of steamboats.

Bill read the first tine.

SUPPLY.

IX.-IMMIGRATION AND QUARANTINE.

House resolved itself into Committee
of Supply.

(In the Committee).
55. Immigration and Quaran-

tine............................$120,550
Consideration of proposed vote

resumed.
Mr. POPE (Compton) called atten-

tion to the increased expense of main-
taining immigration agents at Chicago,
Detroit and other points in the United
States. He found that these agents
were not well received in the United
States, and believed it would be better
to pay the men a commission.

Mr. CARTWRIGIIT stated that the
Government intended abolishing the
Detroit agency, and had given the
gentleman in charge there notice of
the discontinuance of his office. The
agency at Chicago was but a temporary
one. The one at Worcester had provod
of considerable utility in regard to
Icelandic immigration to Manitoba.

Mr. RYAN asked whether the Gov-
erament intended to appoint an agent
at Duluth on behalf of Manitoba. À
good liye man, not afraid of his work,
could do much good in preventing new
comers from being taken away by the
Americans. The agent should have
aut-hority to run down the line when
he heard of the arrival of immigrants
and to go with them as far as Moore-
head, the head of navigation on the
Red River. He had not pressed this
subject before as there had been in the
Province a season of depression.

Mr. SINCLAIR remarked that he
saw that $800 was put down for the
expenses of an agent in Prince Edward
Island. The agent, however, was not
appointed, and he boped the Govern-
ment would soon appoint him. There
was a large emigration of young men
from Prince Edward Island to ho
United States, and if an a.gent was
appointed ho could give them sueh
information as would induce them to
go to our Western country.
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Mr. BLANCHET drcw attention to
the fact that the two physicians ap.
pointed to attend to sick immigrant
at Point Lévis, resided on the opposite
side ofthe river, and that sometimes
there was much suffering on account ol
sick immigrants having no one to look
after themr. He suggested that one of
the physieians should be required to
live on the Lévis side.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT promised to
confer with his colleagues on the mat-
ter.

Mr. WALLACE said hc considered
the appropriation would be a waste of
public money, when we had so many
people in Canada who could not obtain
employment. In Toronto ho had heard
lately of a man starving to death.
Neither did he see why the Govern-
ment should be trying to induce people
from Ontario to settle in Manitoba
when there was such an unjust dis-
crimination towards thom as compared
with foreigners. In this connection he
would read part of a letter from a gen-
tleman from Ontario who liad gone to
Manitoba with the view of settling
there:

"I have been here now six nonths, and
am highly delighted with the country, and
have made up ny mind to settle; but the
difficulty I find is that on every side I fßnd
reserves for Half-breeds. Indians, Icelanders,
Norwegians, Danes, Frenchmen, and God
knows who, but none for us poor Ontarians.
If we want to settle we must go fifty or sixty
miles from a settlement, and then, perhaps,
as in the case of many others, when our old
friends and neiglbours come to join us, tbey
ïnd the lands around in reserve for some
speculator to colonize. I have now waited
in hopes that those reserves would be thrown
open this winter, as premised by Parliament
last Session ; but if they are not opened this
apring I will go back and settle on land
offiered me as I came through in Minnesota;
and take my word for it, nany others intend
to do the same.'

Mr. TROW said ho felt surprised
at the narrow view taken of the
subject by the hon. nember for South
Norfolk (Mr. Wallace). Instead of de-
creasing the amount for immigration,
he (Mr. Trow) considered it should be
increased, if we could thereby socure
the proper class of immigrants. There
were large tracts of land in the North-
West, in Quebec and in Ontario, which
wanted filling up with settlers. The
extraordinary progress made by the

Mr. SINCLAIR.

Western States wias due to the extent
to which immigration was pushed.
There were, at least, in the United
States, 8,000,000 people of European
birth, and the Irish alone, with their
descendants, numbered between
14,000,000 and 15,000,000. About
twenty years ago, the State of Muinne-
sota contained only 5,000 inhabitants
but to-day it had, ie presumed, about
750,000. It would be found, and he
spoke from- personal investigation, in
'Ioronto, Stratford and other western
towns-he could not speak as to th
eastern towns -that most of the
destitution existed among people who
had lately corne from the United States.
The immigrants who lad been induced
to cone to this country frorm year t>
year had found ready enployment.
According to the report of immigration
agents, agricultural- labourers and
domestie servants were ingreatdemand
in Western Canada, and would be even
more so in a few weeks hence. He
was surprised that the lion. member
for South Norfolk (Mr. Wallace) should
have read such a letter as he had done
to the Ilouse. It was written from a
very unpatriotic standpoint, and must
have emanated from some person wh>
had strange ideas in regard to his duty
to his country. Froma Manitoba to the
siope of the Rocky Mountains we had
sufficient arable land fit for settlement
to make twenty-two States as large as
Illinois, and a very large portion of
the land was as productive as that of
Illinois. A few years ago there were
only a few lumbermen in Minnesota,
and twenty years ago they had to take
produce from St. Paul and other points
eastward to supply the lumbermen.
That State now exported over
35,000.000 bushels of wheat yearly.
Passing along the Red River they
found in British Territory an alluvial
deposit more fertile and botter adapted
for farming purposes than in Minne-
sota. The hon. member for Comptoni
(Mr. Pope) had referred to French
immigrants, regarding whom lie would
read the following report:-

" The courageous settlers at Dufferini and
.the vicinity have publicly expressed their
entire satisfaction; we, in our turn, request
you to commun icate to our countrymen what

cf thu tManitoba.
SSince our arrival we have been sufficientlY

initiated, as re-pects everything with whiich
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immigration is concerned, to form an opinion
as to the truthfulness of the reports contained
a our newspaper and comninicated to us

oy our delegates and friends of colonization
in this country.

" If some few people, whose expectations
were too great, have gone back upon the pre-
text that the resources and advantages of
Manitoba had been exaggerated, we have to
say, on the contrary, that by so doing they
vere guilty of great injustice to those who

received us in so brotherly a ianner, and to
the country, possessed as it is of so rich a
kil.

" More than this,we should not be surprised
to see those self-styled disappointed persons
return before long in the train of otherA.

"It has been correctly stated, the steady
farner who knows how to work, and is
willing to do so, is sure to succeed. Farns
are sold at excessively lew prices, and the
vield is enormous. We consider that we are
doing our countrymen a service when we
request you to reproduce in your excellent
paper, so devoted to Canadian interests, the
accompanying article from the Métie respect-
ing the crops of 1870.

" It will constitute the firmest, ,nost con-
vincing and least suspicious plea in support
of the cause which we favour. The remarks
of the French organ in Manitoba, concerning
the few persons who return, most frequently
f1kr the niost frivolous reasons, are very jadi-
ewous. We endorse theni in every respect
and unite our voices to that of the Méis in
saying to our countrymen:-

"'yef you are tired of the noise of the shop,
ifyour prospect where you are is nota smiling
one-it, in a word, you are willing to work
the soil and to devote yourself to agriculture,
tome to Manitoba."'

That report was signed by forty or
fifty of those emigrants who had for-
mierly been in a state of starvation,
uder the excessive protection of the

United States, but were now enjoying
comfortable homes, though they had
been in the North-West only two years
and received only one crop. The des-
truction caused by the grasshopper
plague had been very discouraging to
uimigrants,but in all human probability
the plague would not be repeated for
many years. With such fertile lands
at our disposal, where the people could
obtain a livelihood with a little labour,
and the exercise of that thrift and
economy which was nocessary in set-
tiers in a new country, it was the duty
ef the Government to encourage all
persons out of employment to proceed
Westward, and settle in Manitoba and
the North-West. According to the esti-
mate of the Chief of the Bureau of
Statistics of the United States, every

i1Oý

immigrant, in perfect health and capa-
ble and anxious to work, was worth
$1,000 to the country. It must also be
remembered that many immigrants
brought considerable means wîth them.
In 1875 the immigrants arriving in
Canada brought in cash and personal
effects about $1,500,000 ; and last
year, even with the small immi-
gration, nearly $1,000,000. If any
hon. member who doubted the wis-
dom of the policy of bringing
out immigrants would take a trip
to Manitoba and visit the comfor-
table homes of the Mennonites, in
their twenty-five or thirty little villa-
ges, where they grouped together as
was their custom in Russia, he would
be satisfied as to the advisability of the
action taken. Those settlers had
obtained only one partial crop, on
account of the unusually heavy rains
in the west. But those immigrants,
wi th wh om the hon. member for Comp-
ton had had mucb to do, and the cir-
cumstance was to his credit, were now
fairly settled. Hie believed it was the
duty of the Government to encourage
the immigration of Mennonites because
the 6,000 now in Manitoba formed only
the nucleus of what would be a large
settlement. He had seen many letters
sent by Mennonites to their friends in
the county of Waterloo, stating that
they had every prospect of prospering.
There was no doubt that, with a lite
Government encouragement, an addi-
tional number of that body would go
out to the North-West, and indeed there
were now in Waterloo 100 of those
who came out to go to Manitoba, but
remained in that county. In a very
few years the Manitoba Mennonites
would be able to pay off the Govern-
ment loan, with interest. It was, in
his opinion, the duty of the Govern-
ment to encourage the immigration of
a large colony from Southern Russia to
Manitoba, to develop and improve the
country. The Icelandic.emigrants had
suffered the severe misfortune of an
attack of small-pox. A few had been
discouraged, and this had in turn dis-
couraged their friends at home from
emigrating to this country; but no
doubt, in a year or so, a large body of
that class would proceed to Manitoba.
As the Canada Company increased
the price of its lands to a high figure,
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so that poor people could not purchase
it, so was it in Manitoba, where lands
were being concentrated in the hands
of a few, instead of being sub-divided
and given to all who wished free
grants. The policy adopted in the
United States was to give very large
tracts of lands to railway companies,
the result being that they became im-
migration agents, and had agents them-
selves in every town in Canada. The
moment an immigrant landed at Point
Lévis, American emissaries endeavour-
cd to induce him to proceed to the
United States, and offered greater in-
ducements, including free railroad
passes, than this country was prepared
to offer. Those agents had, how-
ever, succeeded in obtaminng very
few of the immigrants who Lad been
aided by the Dominion Government.
When he visited Prince Arthur's Land-
ing three years ago, the moment the
steamboat landed American agents
went through the steamboat to ascer-
tain if any passengers were going by
the Dawson route, and they endeav-
oured, by pointing out the dangers of
the road, its remoteness from settle-
ment and inadequate facilities for
travel, to induce the immigrants to
take the American route by Moore-
head, and at every station on the route
they were trying to persuade them to
settle in Minnesota, akota and other
western territories. The moment a

-good settlement was established on
our waste lands, the value of the land
was increased 100 per cent., and as
the Government possessed such splen-
did tracts of land they should intro-
duce the system pursued in the
Ulnited States. He would even go
further than many hon. members and
offer inducements to immigrants who
remained in the country for the first
year. The amount expended for im-
migration purposes did not exceed
last year $11 per head, while other
years it ranged from $5 and $6 to $7,
the last named amounts including
special grants to the Mennonites and
Icelanders. Each immigrant paid to
the revenue of the country during the
first year more than the whole ex-
pense of bringing him out. It was
right that we should endeavour to
gather into our midst the surplus
population of the old country. He

Mr. Taow.

denied that the farmers in Western
Canada wcre suffering from the de-
pression. It was very rare there was
a total failure of crops in this coun-
try; the only example in many years
had been the last crop. If there was
another good crop, Le had no doubt the
farming community would be in as
prosperous a condition as at any former
period. They had no reason to com-
plain, because in this country there
was a good climate, good institutions
and large tracts of rich, arable land.

Mr. WALLACE (South Norfolk)
said the only class of immigrants we
required were those who would settle
on the wild lands. If Canada was
made a good country for the labouring
man, the surplus labour of the old
world would find its way here. He
doubted if the population during the
last two decades had advanced in pro-
portion to the natural inercase of tho
people; and ho held that a large por-
tion of the money expended on immi-
gration was wasted, because the coun-
try paid the expenses of bringing out
immigrants who, in a short time, went
to the United States. He Lad read the
letter to the louse in order to inform
the Government that the manner in
which land grants were managed
tended to drive out settlers instead of
encouraging them. le had a high
opinion of the fertility of the soil in
the North-West, but it was found im-
possible by the immigrants to obtain
lots there.

Mr. TROW said the fact that lands
Lad been badly managed was not due
to the present Government.

Mr. WALLACE said he did net
attribute tho blame to either Govern-
ment; but, if such was the fact, the
evil ought to be remedied. The ques-
tion was not with whom the evil origi-
nated, but by what means it could be
cured.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that no
doubt the large reserves in Manitoba
proved a great difficulty in the settle-
ment of the Province. He would not
condemn any person on that account,
but the fact that large tracts of land
were set apart for the Hudson's Bay,
Half-breed and other reserves caused
considerable difficulty in the way of
settlers going to that country fron'

(CO-MMONS.]
Supply.



Supply. 789

Ontario. He -was not aware that the
present Government had set apart any
distinct townships, except for Icelandic
and Mennonite immigrants, and they
had cancelled considerable numbers of
special grants of land.

Mr. POPE (Comrpton) asked to
whom those grants of land which had
been cancelled were given.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that appli-
cations had been made by emigration
companies in Scotland and elsewhere
for land, they offering to bring out a
large number of emigrants; but, as their
promises were not fulfilled, tre grants
made were subsequently cancelled. As
regarded the general immigration Îpol-
icy, he entirely agreed with the propos-
ition that, in the present circumstances
of the country, agricultural labourers
and perhaps a certain number of female
domestie servants formed the classes
of labour which could be most profit-
ably brought into the country at the
present time. It was probably a wise
principle to pursue the system which
had been adopted with regard to cer-
tain particular classes, such as the
Mennonites, who wished to go together
and to settle en bloc; and, but for the
unfortunate loss of the crops in Mani-
toba, he had reason to believe that the
experiment would bave been eminently
successful. He gave to the hon.
maember for Compton (Mr. Pope) and
to his colleagues all possible credit
for what they had done in this regard.
It had cost the country a good deal, but
he thought it was worth the money.
It was said they ought to reduce the
expenditure under this head, and they
had done so. If the sum set apart for
quarantine was deducted from the sum
total, it would be found that the figures
for keeping up immigration agents and
keeping faith with the Mennonites,
was very moderate. The sum
total was $230,000, and, as about
$43,000 was required for quaran-
tine and similar purposes, this
left about $187,000, a large proportion
Of which was accounted for in reason-
able detail above, for the general
immigration service including $110,000
for the transport of Mennonites. They
did not want to spend this sum unless
it was required; but they could not
tel] exactly how much night be

required for transportation of Mennon-
ites. They were not inclined to make
the expenditure unless immigrants
came, and unless they appeared to be
of a satisfactory character to their
agents. He did not see how they
could make any reduction with regard
to the expenses of what were known
as travelling agrents and their contin-
gencies. H1e w-as as anxious as any
hon. gentleman to be economical, but,
if they were to keep up the immigra-
tion service at ail, ho did not think it
reasonable to ask the Government to
reduce the present vote.

Mr. MONTEITH said he was
strongly in favour of encouraging
immigration, but the immigrants
that were required were those
that would settle with us and
wero adapted to such a life.
He thought it was well known
that we were losing very many of our
test settlers in the West. A large
number of them had left Ontario dur-
ing the past four or five years, and
gone to the Western States and Cali-
fornia. He held that something should
be done by the Government and the
House to retain in our midst people
who were useful as tillers of the soil,
and who were inured to hard labour.
Such persons who came to this country
years ago were anxious to obtain more
land, and consequently they sold their
improvements and in some cases went
to, Manitoba. We ought to throw in-
ducements in their way, and reduce
the expenses of the trip. le had
heard an hon. member not long ago
speak' in high terms of the Dawson
Route and the famous water-stretch;
the American Republic informed
immigrants that this was a most
dangerous route. He thought a
little more money should be spent
upon it in order that but they
were also told that agents of
emigrants might reach our own lands
through our own territory. Every
thing possible should be done to
induce classes of people like the
Mennonites and Icelanders to come
to this country; but the persons who
were at present brought from England,
Ireland, Scotland, and Germany were
of no great benefit to the Dominion.
Those who were possessed of means
would settle in the older districts, and
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the best thing that could be donc
would be to induce people who aiready
lived amongst us, and who wished to
remove, to settle within our boundaries
and under the old flag. le favoured
reducing the amount of the vote,
because we were not getting value for
the money spent in this regard.
Reference was made to the class of im-
migrants they had in the town of
Stratford. Some of them might bave
come from the United States, but they
were of no use to themselves, and of
very little use to others. He was
almost opposed to the immigration
system. The settlement of our own
territory should be encouraged, and
the best encouragement and induce-
ment in this regard was to commenee
the Pacific Railway at the east end,
and work westward. If this was not
done, immigrants would go by the way
of Duluth, and many of them would
certainly be prevailed upon to settle
in the Western States. He was aware
of the fact that a number of people from
his section of the country had gone to
Manitoba, and lie knew they were
doing very well; but the great diffi-
culty encountered in this relation, was
the inevitable expense on the trip.
The Western States could be reached
more cheaply; and lie believed that
the general choice of immigrants was
to remain in American Territory. He
knew of numbers who had, somewhat
recently, left his part of the country.
They had wished to go to Manitoba,
but had settled in the United States.
What was the reason ? He presumed
that, in the first place, they were
afraid of the grasshopper plague; but
lie hoped the time would soon come
when this would no longer exist; and
then there was the cost of transpor-
tation. All that could be done to in-
duce our surplus population to settle in
our own territories should be accoiri-
plished. The fact was we sent to Eng-
land, Scotland, Ireland and other parts
of Europe for immigrants, and whom
did we secure ? All the agents could
discover about the streets of Liverpool,
London, Dublin and Glasgow willing
to make the voyage. We did not re-
quire this clasa at all. The men neede:
were only those with enough energy
and industry to turn their hands to any-
thing available in order to make

Mr. MoNTEITR.

a living, improve their position, and
support their families. This class
would be of real benefit to the country.
He hoped they would be secured. The
idea of spending over $200,000 under
the present system was absurd; and
how many of the persons sent to
Canada remained among us ? Of course
Icelanders and Mennonites came in
bodies, but others remained only as
long as it suited them, and when they
became discontented they crossed the
line.

Mr. SCHULTZ said it was a matter
of regret that the bon. the Minister of
Agriculture was a member of another
branch of the Legislature, as the hon.
the Minister of Finance, who repre-
sented him in this Hfouse, could not
possibly be expected to know all the
matters of detail of that Department,
and had thus been led into statements,
one of the inaccuracies of which ho
would point out. He had understood
the bon. Minister to say in reply to the
speech of the hon. member for South
Norfolk (Mr. Wallace) that the reser-
vations complained of by the bon. gen-
tleman's Manitoba correspondent were
a legacy of the late Government, and
for which the present Administration
were not accountable. Now, the facts
were that, while the late Government
did make the Half-breed Reserves and
some others, yet the greater part, in
extent at least, bad been made by the
p resent Government. The Railway

eserve was a very large one; it
existed as a standing grievance
and drawback, as he had pointed
out last Session and this, and he
bad believed the Government to be
convinced of that fact last Session,
when they introduced and carried to
its final stages a Bill to relieve, at
least in part, the difficulty. It really
made no matter now, however, who
caused these or any other evils; it was
the dutv of the Government of the
day, aided by the Parliament of the
day, to redress grievances when shown
to be serious in their character and
hurtful to the general good. As the
colleagues of the bon. the Minister of
Agriculture had shown some want Of
knowledge in the affairs of a Depart-
ment, the administrator of which was
not in this Houe, it might be weIl
to remind hon. Ministers generally of
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somue facts in connection with this all-
important subject of immigration. Iii
the first place, our interests in this
natter must be felt to be great when

we reflected upon the enormous extent
of territory we possessed. Canada had
an area of 3,500,000 square miles.
The United States had an area of
3,390,000, and all Europe was con-
pated to have only an area of
. 650,000 square miles. Ilaving a
country greater in extent than the
United States, infKrior but slightly to
the ceombined areas of the countries
of Europe, we were naturally impelled
to the consideration of the economiza-
iion of s'uch portions of this immense
iregieon as were likely to reward the-
eflort. If the ruler of France was
right when he characterized the cession
of his North-American possessions
as l the transfer to England of a few
acres of snow," then it would be wise
to let matters take their course. But
what were the flacts in regard to the
agricultural value of a great portion
of that immense region ? A good
iuthority, in making an estimate of
the agricultural value of our. western
prairies, as compared with the part
of the United States lying immediately
south, said:

"Fully one half the area of the United
States lies west of the 98th meridian. Having
fbir to five months-the agricultural months
be it remembered--without rain or with an
insufficiency it is mostly devoid of vegetation
except the cactus in the south, ani artemisia,
or sage of the desert, in the north--true in-
dices of a rainless region. As an agricul-
tiral country it is wortbless, except where
artificial.irrigation can be iade to supply
the deficiency, supposing water could be got
for that purpose. Even then the saline pro-
perties of the soil would, over vast areas, be
destructive of vegetation. Professor Whar-
ton, an Ainerican writer, some ffiteen or
VWenty years since, maintained thatthey had
reached the limits westward o arable land;
and this is the test mony of every traveller
Over those regions. Emigration must now
turn north-westward, from the country cf
sununer drouehts to that of summer raine in
the eat fertile valley s of British America.
Sir John Richardson (Arc. Exp., vol. ii., p.
267) inforica us that heat is grown with
success in latitude 60 deg. 5 n., near the bor-
ders of Great Slave Lake, where the summer
terperatuire is 65 deg., that of London being
61 deg. Bishop Taché found it growing up
1062 deg. on Great Slave Lake, and farther

est it ripens at a higher latitude. It grows
freely on the banks of the Saskatchewan in
latitude 54 deg., and luxuriantly in the

valleys of the Aessiniboine aij led Rivers. Sir
John Franklin found Indian cocn ripening in
latitude 54 deg, west or Winnipeg. Barley
ripeRa well at Fort Normnan in latitude 65
deg. (400 miles north of the Orknevs and the
capital of Sweden, and 350 miles north of the
capitals of Norway and Russia). South of
latitude 60 deg. 5 n., wbere ' wheat ripens
well,' we have au area in Canada probably
greater than the entire arable land of the
United States, and vet 5 deg. north of this
barley ripens, potatoes and turnips grow, and
the luxuriant pastures invite ths bison and
the deer. No doubt when these northern
countries shall bave been cleared of the
forest and the land drained, these plants will
here, as in Europe, go to a rnuch higher lati-
tude. We know that wnere wheat ripens in
such a climate,we have the best region for the
grasses, cereals, coarser grains, and root-
crops generally. It is true that the climates
east of t'uese posts, nearer Hudson Bay, are
less propiaious. The cold arctic currents
whicth sweep around that bay and down the
coast of Labrador, lower the temperature.
But these arctic streams come to us bur-
dened with a superabundance of food in the
countless swarns of fish which, after feeding
their numerous enemies in northern seas,
supply luxuries for millions of the human
family in the temperate zones. We surely
have enough agricultural land, and can well
afford these nuorth-eastern preserves for fish-
ing and hunting grounds, and as nurseries
for hardy seamen.

There was corroborative evidence of
those facts in the report of Professor
Macoun and of other Goverument
officers charged with the duty of
ascertaining the 'acts of the case; and
it was now an established fact-an all-
important fact-that we had in Canada
a larger wheat-growing area than wau
possessed by the United States, and
than was, in fact, owned by any of the
countries of Europe. Those facts
brought with them their responsibili-
ties. The hon. gentlemen on the Trea-
sury benches were the trustees of great
interests in that respect. They
were the administrators of an estate
of the people of Canada, great
in extent and valuable in resoures.
and hon. Ministers must not feel an-
noyed if he (Mr. Schultz) enquired
a little closely from the published
reports of Ministers before the House
into the manuier in which they had
discharged that trust. It was obvious
that the possession of that magnificent
wheat-growing region in the North-
West was useless without the adoption
of proper means for its colonization
and development. At the outset,
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fortunately, a wise policy was inaugu-
rated by the preceding Government.
The system of surveys of the United
States had been adopted and improved
upon ; their system of free grants had
also been adopted, and, owing to the
fact of our lighter taxation, our
healthier climate, and our better
security to life and property, we had ad-
vantages to offer the foreign immigrant
greater than those which had attracted
so many millions to the shores of the
United States. When the present
Government came into power they
found this initial work done. They
found also that the hon. member for
Compton (Mr. Pope), then Minister of
Agriculture, had matured a scheme for
European immigration, the success of
which since was the best tribute to its
excellence. That hon. gentleman
found that in Riussia there were settle-
ments of men of German race who felt
it necessary to seek new homes.
Those men had their eves fixed upon
that home of thousands of their native
race-the United States, when the
thon Minister of Agriculture, the
present member for Compton in the
face of difficulties created by a Cov-
ernment jealous of interference with
its subjects, in the face of utter ignor-
ance of even such a place as Canada,
and the interested representations of
American agents, succeeded in getting
these communities to visit the North-
West. So wise was the management,
so fair the conditions offeréd, that the
movement resulted in success, and, for
the first time, Canada fairly entered
the marts of the whole world in
fair competition with the United
States for the agrieultural emigrant.
So long as his successors followed in
the footsteps of the hon. member for
Compton, they had been successful;
but a departure from the policy in-
augurated by him seemed to be at
hand. We got those Mennonites by
giving them assisted passages, and
granting them the same rights of
homestead and preëmption as were
enjoyed by British subjects; and now,
when it appeared from the reports of
our European agents that other farm-
ing immigrants could be got upon the
same terms; now, when we wanted
consumers for our over-production of
manufactures; now, when, or never,

Mr. SenumT.

we wanted the North-West filled up,
they found the vote for immigration
purposes cut down $60,000, and the
reduction proposed to be made in fe
very matter of these assisted passages.
Such a policy he felt to be suicidai,
and against every interest of the
Dominion of Canada. As to the pos-
sibilities of European immigration, he
would beg to refer the Huse to the
excellent report of Mr. C. J. Dore, who
represented in a highly creditable
manner our emigration interests in
London, printed in the Minister of
Agriculture's general report, on page
129, under the caption of "Swiss
Emigration." Mr. Dore said :

"I Having received a notification that an
important conference was about to meet for
the purpose of considering in extenso the
subject of Swiss emigration, at Berne, on the
4th October last, I deemed it advisable, in
the interests of the Dominion, to ask your
permission to attend.

"llaving obtained your consent, I left Lon-
don for Berne, where I arrived on the day
preceding the first-meeting of the conference.
On the afternoon of the 4th, through the
kind offces of Madame Von Koeber, I
obtained an audience of the President of tV
Swiss Republic, Mr. Wehlti. He informed
me that he took great personal interest in
Canada, and considered it by far the best
field for the emigration of his countrynmen.
He further informed me that his Govern-
ment would take no part either in encourag-
ing or discountenancirg emigration, but
they deemed it their duty to exercise a
proper surveillance over it, and to provide
agamnst the chance of Swiss subjects being
deceived and imposed upon. With the wel
fare of his people in view, Mr. Wehlti said
he should be disposed to look favourably on
any fair scheme of colonization proposed by
our Government. He referred to the statute
about to be passed by the Swiss Parliament,
dealing very severely with shipping agents
who had plundered and victimized the Swiss
people. Mr. Wehlti stated that the Swiss
emigration to South America had bee,
brought about by false representations Ol
interested agents. The results of that enu-
gration was disastrous, bat he thought there
was a wide field open for a substantial and'
trustworthy offer.

" The Presideut expressed his willingnes
to advocate the claims of Canada in any way
he could legitimately, provided he was col-
vinced of the bona fides of the Agents W(
sent.

" 1 Further informed the PresidEnt that I
should report his opinion to the head of 'n3
Department, a-id expressed a hope that the
two Governmnents would arrive at an Undel"
standing upon the subject, which would b-
mutually satisfactory and advantageous."
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It thus appeared that our agent in
Switzerland had not only brought
about this very desirable state of
affairs in that country, but she had
rendered most important services in
that branch of our immigration inter-
ests, where the services of a lady
would be invaluable-that of a class of
women for domestic servants, a want
so greatly felt in this country. It
would be seen that Mr. Dore recom-
mended as follows:-

" It would be well to mnake Switzerland
the centre of our operations in mid-Europe.
It is favourably situated for cornmanding
Irance, Berne, Wurtenburg, Bavaria, the
Tyrol, the Provinces of Austria as far south
as Trieste, and for aiding, if not influencing
etmigration from northern Italy."

It was easy to understand the value of
that suggestion. There was a G;overn-
ment unlike that of most of the coun-
tries of Europe, not only not hostile
to emigration, but willing to assist it,
if satisfied of the good faith of the
agents and the desirablo character of
the country to which immigration was
solicited. From that centre it was
evident that, if a liberal policy was
pursued, we might get what we wanted,
a large farming population from
Europe. Mr. Dore su ggested, evidently
with a view of satisfying the very rea-
sonable doubts of the President of the
Swiss Republic, that " we should invite
some of their leading writers to visit
Canada to judge for themselves of the
prospects and resources of the country."
No intimation had yet been given by
the Government of their intention to
act on that suggestion, and he feared
that the decrease in the Estimates meant
a decrease in the efforts usually made
to secure even the ordinary number of
immigrants, and he would earnestly
urge that, since the suggestions of Mr.
Dore would entail no very great im-
mediate expense upon the Government,
they should receive favourable consider-
ation. In reference to what had been
said by the hon. member for South
Perth (Mr. Trow), he must refer for a
moment to the valuable service which
that hon. gentleman in his capacity as
chairman of theImmigrationCommittee
hac rendered. That hon. gentleman had,
during a visit to Manitoba, taken the
utlost pains to inform himself of
everything good, and had, in con-

nection with the immigration inter-
ests of that Province, acquired ait
amount of information which was
now bearing good fruit in the admirable
manner in which be had presided over
the Immigration Committee. That
hon. member in his speech bore testi-
mony to the value of the Mennonites
as immigrants, and urged the Govern-
ment to increase instead of decreasing
the amount to be devoted to the pay-
ment of assisted passages. He (Mir.
Schultz) quite agrecd with his hon.
friend from Perth, and, if more than
his testimony was needed, they had the-
report of Mr. Klotz, Canadian Agent at
Hamburg, who, in the course of his.
report, on page 89 of the Department
of Agriculture's Report, stated:

" The amount of noney exchanged by
Mennonites under my supervision, and after
the ocean ire had been p aid, amounted to
215,000 rubles. Besides this amount I have
lately received from South Russia, for trans-
mission to Manitoba, 50,000 rubles, which I
have exchanged for drafts on the Bank of
Montreal, and remitted the saie according
to instructions to the respective parties in
Manitoba. This makes the total amount
brought to Canada bythe Mennonites during
the year 1876, 265,000 rubles, or about
$170,000 gold.

"The above-mentioned emigrants, with
few exceptions that died during the journey,.
have safely arrived at their destination.

" All told, within the last three years, and
through my agency, 6,175 Mennonites have
been shipped at this port for and are nowv
settled in Manitoba. And the total amount
of cash brought by these people to said Pro-
vince amounts to considerably over six hun-
dred thousand dollars.",

Now, it would appear from that re-
port, that. those immigrants brought
into Manitoba an amount of about one
thousand dollars per family. They
were agriculturists par excellence-
the men who had, under similar
conditions as to soil and climate as
the North-West Territories, in Southern
Russia, grown that famous Black Sea
wheat which for years had stood first
in the estimate of European consumers.
Honest, industrious and moral, they
were the types of the class we needed,.
and hon. members found, froin the
statement of the chairman of the Im-
migration Committee, what it cost to
get them. That hon. member had told
the louse that the average cost of our
ordinary immigrants was seven dollars :
that, owing to exceptional arrange-
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nents being made, the Mennonites had
cost us eleven dollars, while he stated
his belief in the abstract value of an
individual immigrant to bc $800 or
$1,000. Here we had in the case
of the Mennonites six thousand con-
sumers brought into the country
ut a cost of eleven dollars per head.
It was possible to increase that
immigration, if the proper steps
were taken, almost indefinitely, but
he (Mir. Schultz) regretted that he
could see no disposition to do so. When
hon. gentlemen on the Treasury bon-
-ches were in Opposition, he never
knew of their opposing that part of the
scheme of the Canada Pacifie Railway
which referred to its value as a coloni-
zation scheme. Since they had come
into power, they had had an opportu-
nity of carrying out their ideas of colo-
nization in this way; but, as yet, not
a foot of the line was built west of the
Red River; and, instead of devoting
money to that purpose, it was being
frittered away in Georgian Bay con-
tracts, or sunk in canals at Fort Fran-
,ces, in the mad attempt to make
broken stretches of water, serve the
purposes of a railway. In reference to
the remarks of bis hon. friend from
-South Norfolk (Mr. Wallace), he
heartily sympathized with the corres-
pondent whose letter he had read. He
(Mr. Schultz) had dwelt upon similar

.grievances felt by his constituents, in
*rmoving, early in the Session, in the
'natter of the Railway Reserve. One
-cause, possibly, ofthat unfortunate state
-of things, was the cutting down of the
Estimates for surveys during the past
'two years. The Mennonites, had their
surveys gone on, might have settled
farther to the west, where thore was
•equally good land, and left more area
for the expansion of the settlement
which had been formed from Ontario
and other Provinces of the Dominion.
Another class of immigrants we might
hope to get, if proper means were em-
ployed, was a portion, at least, of the
large emigration, which had takon
place 'in former years to the United
States. French-Cantdians from the
Eastern States, and Ontario emigrants,
who had helped to fill up the Western
States, were equally desirable; and,
when hon. members reflected upon
the altered conditions in their case,

Mr. SCHULTZ.

they would see how easily the
change might be effected. Those
Canadians, particularly those from
Ottawa, were attracted to the Western
States during and shortly after the
American war. The scareity- of labour
consequent upon the absence of able-
bodied men and the superior advan-
tages presented by a prairie over a
wooded country, were sufficient induce-
ments to cause the large emigration of
Canadians to those States. Now, the
conditions were altered. Township,
county, State, and general taxes conse-
quent on the war, had ground down the
farmers to the utmost limit, and the
possibility of getting the same advan-
tages of a prairie farm free under the
old flag, where taxes were merely nom-
inal, the necessaries of life cheap, pro-
perty secure and the country progres-
sive-those causes had resulted in the
prosperous colony of Emerson from
Wisconsin, and the large bodies of Ca-
nadians who had come in from Iowa
and other Western States. It would
easily be seen that desirable immigra-
tion was possible. We had the country
to give them. We might get them at
a slight expense, and with the Gov-
ernment must rest the responsibility
of the policy they adopted. They
were trustees for the people 0f
Canada of that splendid heritage ;
to them would belong the praise for
the success of any scheme which
would fill the North-West with a
farming community, while on them
must rest the odium, if, under circum-
stances so favouirable, they failed to
allow the North-West country to fal-
fil its manifest destiny of becoming the
greatest wheat-producing portion Of
the continent, or the world.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said no doubt
it was a question of very grave
importance as . to what policy the
Government should pursue with
respect to the settlement of the
North-West, but ho thought the
House would agree with him as tO
the inexpediency of the Govern-
ment encouraging a large immigratron
at present until they were more certain
that the very grave difficulties of l'as
year would not occur again. Lastyear
it was his painful duty to ask an aP-
propriation for the relief of starving
settlers, to the amount of $60,000.
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Cther expenses of a vely formidable
character lad been thrown on the
Government, owing to the misfortunes
which had overtaken the Icelandic
settlers. le hoped that the glowing
prophecies which had been made from
time to time as to the future of the
gcrat North-West Territory might be
veriied to the full. No doubt its fu-
tare, to a great extent, depended upon
that part of the country having a
large and industrious population. But
at the present moment, when there was
a chance of another visit of the grass-
hoppers, and of the Government having
to pay large sums to keep the people
alive, lie did not think it prudent that
immigration should be stimulated to
any great extent. With regard to the
reservations, the present Lieutenant-
Governor of the Province, last year,
was disposed to throw them open for
settlement, but the right hon. member
for Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald)
objected to the measure, and he (Mr.
Cartwright) thought, on the whole,
the right hon. gentleman was right.
The present reservation policy had
been inaugurated by the late Govern-
ment and continued by the existing
Administration, who held themselves
responsible for it. At the present, an
enormous amount was being expended
in the North-West-some $800,000-
whieh was rendered necessary if the
Pacific Railway was to be built. He
did not think ho would be making a
mistake if ho said that $1,250,000 had
been expended in that direction. He
did not think ho would be justified in
recommending an expenditure of any
further sum.

Mr.BOWELL said the question which
he was about to ask had been asked the
other night by an hon. gentleman on
the other side of the House, but ho
could not catch the answer, and ho
would, therefore, have to repeat the
question. The question was in refer-
ence to the reduction of the agency in
Belfast, and why this agency had been
Selected any more than any other.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is not re-
duced ; it is simply transferred.
Mr. BOWELL: Where?
Mr. MACKENZIE: To the "Sal-

aies and travelling expenses of im-
Wigvation agents, $13,000."

M-r. BOWELL: But what position
lias it hlcid in the past ? Was it a
special item taken for that service,
and if' so, why has the change been
made ?

Mr. POPE (Compton): To make it
appear there was no excess in the ex-
penditure.

Mr. MACKENZIE: That officer was
appointed originally without any vote
being taken by the late Government.
And the vote was put, and is now put
in with all the others, in order to
show that there is no difference in
the status of the respective officers.

Mr. BOWELL: Am I to under-
stand this was done to satisfy the com-
plaints that have been made by differ-
cnt newspapers and writers?

Mr. MACKENZIE: No.
Mr. BOWELL: Then why is an

officer of the Department instructed
to answer theso newspaper attacks in
reference to this particular agency ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Because he was
asked to reply.

Mr. BOWELL: By the newspapers.
Mr. MACKENZIE: No, by me.
Mr. BOWELL: That is what I say.

Then the country is to understand
that, when a certain class of news-
papers in the country think proper to
attack the Government in any parti-
cular policy, or in reference to one of
the immigration agencies, one of the
clerks of the Department is to be a
newspaper correspondent and answer
the attacks ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Whatover yon
choose.

Mr. BOWELL: Past experience has
taught us that you will do what you
like whether it is in the interest of the
country or not, when you desire to
make any party or political capital out
of it. I must confess that was just
about the answer I might have ex-
pected under the circumstances.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I will give any
answer or explanation that the hon.
gentleman desires.

Mr. BOWELL: The only difference
is that the hon. gentleman inserts some
interjectory remarks, which, if they
caine from anybody else, and wero
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applied to him, would be considered dis-
courteous and impertinent. I think
the country will object to any distinc-
tion being drawn between any of these
agencies.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they had
been placed upon an equal footing.

Mr. BOWELL said the course pur-
sued by the hon. gentleman, in in-
structing an employé of the Govern-
ment to answer newspaper attacks,
was an exceedingly bad one. He him-
self had no sympathy with the attacks
made upon either the Bclfast or the
Dublin agency. He knew, from a
little personal experience, that the
agents in both places fulfilled the duties
of their office, and were constantly
employed in endeavouring to send
emigrants to this country. He
observed that the expenses of this
Department had been increasing
continuously since the hon. gentlemen
opposite had been in power. All who
had been to the old country lately
knew that the press, the clergy, and
landlords were opposed to immigration
to Canada, and therefore a decrease in
the expenditure for immigration pur-
poses might well be considered by the
Government, by dispensing with some
of the agencies in England and Ireland.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the chair.

After Recess.

MARY JANE BATES DIVORCE
BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. TROW moved the first reading
of Bill (No. 85) (from the Senate)
For the relief of Mary Jane Bates.

Mr. SPEAKER ordered the members
to be called in.

Mr. IIOLTON said this motion
could not be made unless the Standing
Orders of the House were suspended.
They required that at half-past seven
the House should proceed to the read-
ing of Private Bills. The mover of the
fi'rst.reading of this Bill would there-
fore have to allow it to stand until a
later period of the evening.

Mr. BoWELL.

Mr. SPEAKER said he agreed with
the hon. member that it was really out
of order to do anything within the
hour after the re-assembling of the
House on this day until they had got
through with Private Bills.

Mr. MITCHELL: Is not this a Pri-
vate Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER said it was not on
the order paper at aill. He read the
rule on the subject as follows:-

" When any Bill shall be presented by a
nember, in pursuance of an Order of the
House, or shall be brouglit from the Senate,
the questizn < That this Bill be now read a
first time' shall be decided without aiend-
ment or debate."

Mr. MASSON said he would be wil-
ing to meet the view of his hon. friend
from Chateauguay (Mr. lolton), but,
as the question .had been put and the
members called in, it implied that, if
they were out of order, thero was a
un iversal consent.

Mr». SPEAKER said the rule must
be set aside by a positive resolution.

Mr. BOWELL read the 82nd rule,
as follows:

"When members have been called in
preparatory to a Division, no further debate
is to be permitted."

Mr. HOLTON said a question of
order was always in order. It might
be convenient in this case, perhaps, to
take the vote, but ho should object in
future cases.

Question put, and motion agreed to,
on the following Division:-

Messieurs
Archibald Kirk
Bain Little
Bertram Macdonald (Centre
Biggar Toronto)
Blan Macdougall (EastElgin)
Blake McDougall (8. Renfrew)
Borden McKay (Colchester)
Borron Mcallum
Bowell McQuade
Bowman Metcalfe
Buell Mills
Burk Mitchell
Bnrpee (St. John) Monteith
Burpee (Sunbury) Norris
Cameron Oliver
Carmichael Orton
Cartwright Pettes
Casey Plumb
Charlton Robinson
Christie Ross (East Durham)
Church Ross (West Middlesex)
Cockburn Ross (Prince Edward)
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Davies Schultz
DeCosmos Scriver
DeVeber Smith (Peel)
Domville Smith (Westmoreland)
Dymond Snider
Farrow Thompson (Cariboo)
Ferris Thompson (Haldimand)
Fleming Thomson (Welland)
Flesher Trow
Forbes Wallace (Albert)
G1ibbs (North Ontario) White (East Hastings)
Gillmor White (North Renfrew)
Guthrie Workman
Hall Yeo
Higinbothan Young.--74.
Kerr

NAS:

Messieurs

Barthe Holton
Béchard Hurteau
Bernier Jones (Halifax)
Elanchet Jones (South Leeds)
Bolduc Lajoie
Bourassa Lanthier
Campbell Laurier
Caron McDonald(CapeEreton)
Casgrain McGreevy
Cimon Mclsaac
Costigan Masson
Coupal Pope (Compton)
Currier Robillard
Desjardins Robitaille
Devlin Rouleau
Flynn Short
Fréchette Taschereau
Geoffrion Wright (Ottawa).-37.

Bill read the first time.

Mr. TROW moved:
" That the said Bill, and the evidence and

papers accompanying the saine, be referred
t, a Select Committee, composed of Messrs.
Trow, Macdougall (East Elgin), Oliver, Kerr,
Brooks, Gibbs (South Ontario), Young,
Kirkpatrick and Mitchell."

Mr. BLANCHET contended that
Private Bills should be referred after
âc second readin r

Mr. BLAKE said the rule did not
apply to this class of Bills, as there was
no Standing Committee charged with
Lheir consideration, and it had been
the invariable practice to refer these
Bills to a Select Committee after the
tirst reading. The question whether
)' not a particular case was one in
which a divorce should be granted
lepended upon the report and evidence

rllnished by the Select Committee.
Mr. MITCHELL said he was rather

inclined to think there wore reasons
for pursuing a different course on Bills
of this class than on ordinary Bills, as
thj 'nvoived treatment of a quasi-
'nlicial character.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said it was
clear that every Private Bill should be
referred after the second reading.

Mr. BOWELL said Rule 54 did not
apply. Such a Bill should be referred
to the Standing Orders Comn-ittee.

Mr. BLAKE said he was inforned
the Bill had been read the first time.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said that,
under Rule 59, the Bill could not be
referred to a Special Committee.

Mr. BLANCHET said the Bill
should bo referred to the Committee on
Standing Orders.

Mr. BLAKE said it had been stated
that this Committec had already re-
ported upon it.

Mr. SPEAKER: My present view
on the subject is that I will follow the
practice of our House at present. The
point of order can be raised again. I
shall look carefully into the whole
matter and satisfy myself on the point.
If the hon. gentleman charged with
the Bill moves that it be referred to a
Select Committec, I am inclined to
hold-provisionally, of course-that he
is in order.

Motion agreed to on the same Divi-
sion.

PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

TIIIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were severally
considered in Committee of the Whole,
reported, read the third tine and pass-
ed:-

Bill (No. 52) Further to amend the
Act to incorporate the Canada Mutual
Marine Insurance Company.-(Mr.
Domville.)

Bill (No. 57) To authorize the Royal
Canadian Insurance Company to reduce
its capital stock, and for other purposes.
-(Mir. Jetté.)

Bill (No. 46) To incorporate the
Union Cable Company.--(Mr. Jetté.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

The following Bill was considered in
Committee of the Whole, and report-
ed:-

Bill (No. 34) To amend the Act to
incorporate the Ottawa Agricultural
Iniurance Comapany.-(Mr. Rochester.)
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GLOBE PRINTING COMPANY
BILL.-[BILL No. 7'.]

(Mr. Blain.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. BLAIN said the Globe Printing
Company, in its petition, represented
that it was desirous of establishing
offices in various places outside of the
Province of Ontario, and it prayed
that such power be granted. The
charter of the Company, he believed,
was granted by the old Parliament of
Canada. The Company also desired to
increase its capital stock, and such
power, of course, was given to all coin-
panies that applied for it.

Bill read the second time.

SUPPLY.

IX.--IMMIGRATION AND QUARANTINE.

House resolved itself into Committee
of Supply.

55. Immigration and Quar-
antine........................ $120,550

Consideration of proposed vote re-
sumed.

Mr. BOWELL said, when the Flouse
rose, he was calling attention to the
remark of the Finance Minister that
they had made all the reduction in con-
nection with this item that was possi-
ble; and to the fact that the expendi-
ture, so far as it affected the staff, was
increased; while the reduction had
been made where, if money was to be
voted for immigration purposes, it
ought to b increased, provided that we
had work for more immigrants in the
Domini3n. He did think that, if the
attention ofthe Government was drawn
to this particular item, there was
plenty of room for retrenchment, more
particularly in connection with the
English office. ie had hoped that
after the resignation-he believed that
was the term which was usod, although
it was very well known that ho got a
slight intimation that he was no longer
required-of the late Agent-General,
Mr. Jenkins, that the extravagant
habits ho had introduced would have
been dropped, but he noticed that the
vote was the same. fie did not think
the same extravagance prevailed to the
uame extent under the present agent.

MI. SPEAK1|Rm.

The Government could not have se-
lected a better man for the man-
agement of that agency. It wa.s weil
that the Government had changed the
location ofthe office. An office in a smail
fashionable street in London was not
likely to attract the class of people
who emigrated. Considering the diffi-
culty of obtaining immigrants at
prosent, steps should have been taken
to reduce the expenses in every p-.
sible way. But he did not accept the
theorv laid down by his lion. friend
from South Norfolk (Mr. Wallace,-
that the systerm should be abolished
altogether. He believed there was
plenty of room in the country
for a good class of immigrants,
but he deprecated any attempt to
send newly. arrived men into the
back country where they had to
clear the land, for- thoy scarce-
Iy evor succeded, and it was cruclty
to do so. If we wanted to receive
some benefit from the amount of
mnoney expended, the only way of
doing it was to prosecute our publie
works in such sections of the country
where the men could ultimately be-
come l)crmanent settlers. In Manitoba
and the great North-West there was
plonty of room, and, if the Government
would push on the construction of the
railway, the country would soon be
settled in the manner that he had sug-
gested. We should first get immigrants
into the country, and thon find them
something to do, and they would ulti-
mately become permanent residents.
If the practiee that had prevailed for
many years continued, of bringing
many men who know nothing of tie
habits of the people, and were unlac-
customed to the manner of land clear-
ing, we might be sure they would
remain but a short Lime. He did not
desire to argue this question any
further. From what had come under
his own observation, ho was convinced
that the ideas he had suggested formed
the ouly correct mode of this system
of immigration. Unless we were pre-
pared to adopt some sueh system as
that, the sooner we eut down the staff
one-half, the better it would be for
the country. He did not desire to
be understood as arguing for the
abolition of the London agecy
altogether, but, under the present cir-
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curnstances of the country, and the
lack of employment for immigrants
from any part of the world, ho looked
upon it almost as madness to vote and
expend such large sums of money.

Mr. McCALLUM said it was un-
doubtedly very desirable to open up
the great West, but ho thought we
should first find something for the peo-
pie to do. In discussing this question,
we should consider whether enough
value was got for the money expended.
le was of the opinion that the return
did not warrant the outlay. This
question, however, was very closely
conuected with the one under discus-

ion -yestcrday, inasmuch as, if our
industries were not prosperous, wC
could not give employment to people
from other countries. The first ques-
tion an emigrant asked in the old
country was: "Can we get work ?"
and the next: "What will you pay for
it?" Under the régime of the hon.
gentlemen opposite, we had absolutely
nothing to offer immigrants. It might
he said that this was a cheap country,
but what was the use of cheapness
when work could not be obtained ? A
man once àaid that he could have
bought the city of Chicago for a pair
Qf boots. His companion said: " You
aro foolish in not taking it." " But,"
replied the first, "I didn't have the
boots." That was the way in which
this question stood; but, while taking
this view, ho thought it was necessary
we should keep up the organization
and hope for better times.

Mr. THOMSON (Welland) said he
Ploposed to treat the subject of immi-
"'ration from a different standpoint
from that taken by other speakers. In
the older settled portions of the country,
habits and prejudices had been estab-
lshed which could, however, be-over-
cone in the vast prairies which lay to
<>1r west, between us and the Pacifie
Ocean, and to the development of which
we must look for tho future prosperity
and greatness of this country. Some
Years ago he had looked upon the con-
struction of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
vay as a dangerous proposition for the
uture prosperity of the country, but

he had since seen reason to change bis
views Upon that subject. A great
free port on the Pacific Ocean was

necessary to the progress of the
Dominion of Canada. Holding that
opinion, ho had concluded that the
true process of building the Pacific
road,and making a network of railways
over all the prairies of the west, was
to lay the foundations of a new Carthage
on the Pacifie Ocean. To do that, that
country must be relieved of taxation
and tariff imports, and the Government
should build, as the first link of the.
Pacifie Railway, a road across the
Rocky Mountains, a distance of some
five hundred and fifty miles, to the
level of the prairie. That done, pri-
vato enterprise with a certain acreage
of land grants would make a network
of railways over those prairies, includ-
ing what is 'to be called the Canadian
Pacific, without involving the Domin-
ion of Canada in any cash expenditure
for these purposes. The giving away
of all the lands on the prairies for-
railway construction, providing such
construction populated the country, was
literally giving away nothing because
the only value to the nation was the,
value of the population settled upon
the lands.

Mr. MITCHELL said he was sure-
the House had listened with a great-
deal of interest to the views expressed
by the hon. gentleman who last spoke,
it being unfortunate, however, that
his voice was so weak that the con-
nection of his remarks had been lost toý
a great extent. He (Mr. Mitchell>
would briefly refer to some of the re-
marks made by the hon. member for
Lisgar (Mr. Schultz). That hon. gentle-
man, from his great practical ex-
perien e of the wants of the North-
West, was entitled to have much weight
attached to what he said. The one
great objection whicli the hon. gentle-
man had to the policy of the Govern-
ment was, that they were not appro-
priating a larger amount of money than
they were for the purpose of settling
that portion of the Dominion. He-
(Mr. Mitchell) felt of a practical turn
that night, and sympathized with the
view taken by the Finance Minister.
Looking at the great amount of money
the Government had expended in the
North-West, and the present condition
of our finances, he did not think it wise
or just to that section of the country
which would have to bear most of thet
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burden to increase the vote. Ie
agreed with the hon. momber fbr
Lisgar (Mr. Schultz) that it was
most desirable to have this coun-
try settled. In place of 25,000 immi-
grants, the number brouglit to Canada
last year, he would like to see 100,000
settle amongst us yearly. He was
satisfied that at least 50,000 could be
settled yearly in the North-West Ter-
ritories for the next ten years without
overcrowding it, or creating the diffi-
culties which the Finance Minister
had mentioned, But they had some-
thing else to look at than the question
of settling this western country. How
could tho resources of the country
admit of the expenditure of a sum
greater than was proposed ? Looking
at the records of the past five or six
years, he found that, in 1872, under
the reign of an Administration which
was alike a credit and an honour to the
country--he said ft with all humility-
the London office had cost $67,809.
In 1873 this expenditure amounted to
$138,019; in 1874-the firstyear of the
Administration of the hon. gentleman
opposite-$149,000; and in 1875,
4177,000. Looking at results, ho
found that, in 1872, with an expendi-
ture of 867,000, 52,000 immigrants
were brought to this country; the
other figures were as follows : 1873,
iexpenditure $138,000, and number of
immigrants 49,000; 1874, expenditure
$149,000, and number of immigrants
40,649; 1875, expenditure swollen to
$177,000, and number of immigrants
10,499, including passengers for the
Western States. The total number
of sett lers coming into the country in
1872 was 36,000 ; in 1873, 50,000; in
1874, 39,000; in 1875, 27,000 ; in 1876,
25,673. In 1875 the expenditure was
nearly three times as great for the
London office as in 1876, while the
number of immigrants whieh came
into the eountry had decreased from
26,000 in 1872 to25,633 in 1876. It was
a remarkable thing that the number
of immigrants had decreased almost in
proportion to the increased amount of
money expended on the service. He
found in the statement he had in bis
hand that the salaries in connection
with the London office in 1872 amount-
ed to $4,236; in 1873,, to 84,79 ; in
1874, $5,055; in 1875-the second year

Mr. MITCeELL.

of the prent Administration, whenr
the number of immigrants had de-
creased bv nearly two-thirds-the
expenditure in connection with this
office alone had swollen from $4,236,
the figure in 1872, to $16,00-.48.
Looking at these facts, he found
they were asked to-day to appro-
priate for the immigration service
$230,550 as against $177,000 in
1875. He could not but say that
the sum seemed to him to be very con-
siderably increased, and, when he took
inta consideration the fact that last.
year, according to the returns, tho
number of immigrants that came
into the
compared
of money
bore, ho
his hon.
Schultz)
sbould be

country was very small
with the enormous amount
it had cost to bring them
did not quite agree with

friend from Lisgar (MLr.
that any larger sum

placed at the disposal of hon.
gentlemen who had shown so little
capacity to judiciously expend the
money voted in connection with thLi
branch, and such small results for the
largo sum expended. lie believed in
the immigration service, and in the
voting of a reasonable sum of money
for the promotion of it, but he did not
believe in squandering the money as
the Government had done in this
relation. They had swollen the ex-
penses of the London office from $4,000
to $16,000, and that too without
securing any adequate result. Within
two years from the time that this
magnificent establishment had been
built for their plenipotentiary at
London, they had recalled that gentle-
man, almost dissolving the whole estab-
lishment, and reducing it to the scale
on which it had been placed by his hon.
friend from Compton (Mr.Pope) during
his administration of that Department.
It was a source of satisfaction, when
they heard the late Governient
attacked, and comparisons made be-
tween the manner in which the publie
service had been perhemod under the
Administration of the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) and the manner in which it
was condueted to-day, to look back
ut the records of the years ho had
mentioned to make comparisons, and
contrast the results. Taking t

Department alone, they found what a
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very small number of persons had been
brought into this country at much
greater expense compared with the
number which had been brought into
the Dominion under the former régime
with a much smaller expenditure. Corn-
paring the percentage, be found that
the rate paid per hend was three times
as rent now as it was in 1872. He
was not going to ask for the reduction
of the vote, because he believed that
the service was desirable; but what
the House had a right to ask, and what
the country would expect, now that
the attention of the Government had
been called to the very great discre-
pancy existing between present and past
results, was that the lion. gentlemen
on the other side of the House should
see that greater results were accom-
plished with the money placed at their
disposal. Although the appropriation
was very large, in view of the present
condition of our finances and resources,
yet the service was of such great im-
portance that the vote was justifiable.
He certainly endorsed the views of the
lion. gentleman from Lisgar on that
point. Everv reasonable effort should
be made to fill up with population our
great western country, which would,
in future, become the most important
granary of the Dominion. He had been
told by hon. gentlemen sitting on the
other side of the House, that they
couild not see how they could
reduce the expenditure unless they
tut down the expenses of some
of the travelling agents, but it
appeared to him that a reduction could
be made in the expenditure in connec-
tion with the working executive. If it
{ost $130,M00 to bring into the country
during one year 67,000 persons, surely
it should not cost over one-half of that
stul to bring 25,000 immigrants into
the Dominion. He thought the Gov-
'elrnment could reduce the executive
staf of the Immigration Department,
and that this service could be perform-
ed so as to produce greater results with
the same sum of money than had been
4accomplished of ,late years. He re-
Cluested the Minister of Finance to
turn his attention to this matter. The
COSt per head could certainly be
lesened. i would notfollowhis hon.
f'iend from Compton over the ground
he (Mr. Pope) lad traversed, clearly

M1

and lucidly explaining the cost per
head of bringing immigrants iinto this
country. The management of that
Department by his hon. friend from
'Compton had been able and remark-
able, and, if the Cabinet did not under-
stand how to conduct this business, he
had no doubt that his hon. friend from
Compton, with his usual generosity,
would be very glad to furnish theni
information, and charge nothing for it.
More economy, more judgment, and
more discretion should be shown by
the Government in this relation, and
greater results should be accomplished.

Mr. POULIOT said he thought this
expenditure could be greatly reduced.
He spoke for the Province of Quebec.
Immigrants came out, it was true, but to
a great extent they passed through his
Province and went to the United
States. This money could be otherwise
expended with greater advantage to
the country in general, and more parti-
cularly the Province of Quebec. Per-
sons who now lived in the Dominion
were worth as much as immigrants,
and something should be done to
induce those who were leaving us to
remain in some part of our vast terri-
tories. Means should be given to
enable these people to remain, to live
on their farms and to establish them-
selves properly. They were worth as
much attention as were strangers, who
were brouglit at great expense from
distant lands. The present system was
a bad one, and a proper class of per-
sons were not brought into the coun-
try. Agents were paid -so much per
head as if they were buying cattle.
This money should not be paid until it
was found that the immigrants were
suitable, and that they would remain
in the Dominion. In the case of cer-
tain Frenchmen, the country had been
put to the additional expense of return-
ing them to France.

Mr. MASSON said he hoped his
hon. friend from Temiscouata (Mr.
Pouliot) would become a con-
vert to their ideas. His hon.
friend should inform the Minister of
Finance by what means the Canadian
population could be retained on their
own soil; and, if his advice was
not followed ; his hon. friend
should go into Opposition. He
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had paid a great deal of attention
to the remarks of his hon. friend from
South Perth (Mr. Trow), and he hoped
the results of an increased vote, which
the hon. gentleman talked of, would
be to the advantage of the country.
His hon. friend had been rather severe
on the hon. member for South Nor-
folk (Mr. Wallace), who counsolled a
curtailment of expenditure in this re-
lation, and if his hon. friend reflected
a moment, he would see that the hon.
member was completely justified by
the action of the officers of the Govern-
ment and of the Finance Minister him
self. These gentlemen were those who
lad injured our immigration system.
The late Agent-Genei-al, under the
Administration of this Governmen t,
had informed the world that the con-
dition of Canada was such that it was
not advisable for emigrants to cone
here. This was the first blow struck
at the system, and, coming from the
highest official of the Government in
Europe, it must have exercised an
immense influence. The Government
had struck the system another blow
in sending back to Europe persons who
had emigrated to the Dominion, under
the pretence that Canada was not fit
for them to live in. lIe had always
hoped that, if immigrants could
not well settle now in the older
Provinces, thev could settle on the
great prairies of the North-West. If
anything could destroy the confidence
of intending emigrants to Canada, it
was the assertions of our employés and
the warnings of the Finance Minister
who often tock a gloomy view of ques-
tions relating to this country, and who
lad drawn a glomy picture of the
North-West troubles and of Manitoba.
He was among those who were not in
haste to acquiro the North-West Terri-
tories, and, if he remembered aright,
he voted against their immediate
acquisition; but was not the Minister
of Public Works one of the strongest
advocates of this step,. and did he not
draw a most glowing picture of that
country and its capabilities? The
hon. gentleman voted for their ac-
quisition, and he must have desired
t- see these territories utilized.
He thought it was a misfortune, when
Canada was struggling to get emi-
grants and when so many difficulties

Mr. MASSON.

stood in the way of European emigra-
tion, that the Government should ad-
vise the people of Europe and even
their compatriots in the nited States
to be careful how they determined to
go to Manitoba. The French Cana-
dians who had proceeded to Manitoba
from the United States had written
to their compatriots at Worcester tell-
ing them that the North-West w-as a
glorious country. The hon. the Fin-
ance Minister had stated that it was
proper to restrict the emigration to the
agricultural classes and female servants.
He largely agreed with the hon. gen-
tleman in that view ; but the very
fact that the hon. the Minister of
Finance admitted that the immigra-
tion should for the present be restricted
led him to inquire why a reduction
in the vote for that branch of ser-
vice had not been reduced. If the
Governinent understood the wishes of
the people on this point, they would
reduce the expenditure on immigra.
tion, and that in regard to the pay
ments made to highly salaried officers.
The hon. member for Lisgar (Mr.
Schultz), had spoken of the difficulties
which stood in the way of emigrants
from the older Provinces finding
locations in tic North-West, and eom-
plaining that the greater portion of the
best lands of those terri tories was taken
up with reserves. It was well known
that the people of Manitoba desired
the limits of the Province to be ex-
tended. If the (G'overnment werc
embariassed in finding locations with-
in Manitoba for immigrants fron
Ontario and other Provinces, the
boundaries might be extended some
miles westward, and other townships
surveyed and laid out, which townships
might be thrown open to the best
immigrants from the older Provinces
of Canada and from Europe. There
was room in the North-West for many
colonies, and he hoped the Government
would not go back on the policy which
had been pursued, but that they would
extend that policy and give the utrmost
facilities for the establishment Of
colonies in the North-West. It had
been stated in the report of the Agelt-
General that there was a colony Of
Tyrolese in Michigan, and the Govern-
ment hiad been informed that, if they
wished, he would obtain information 115
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to the best means of inducing those
people to settle in Canadian territory,
as they were greatly dissatisfied with
their location in the United States.
He wished to know whether any steps
had been taken to secure that immi-
gration.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: No steps are
being taken at present.

Mr. MASSON said the House had
reason to find fault with the Govern-
ment on that account, for the informa-
tion was given to them in January,
1876. The report said :

"I may say before I concludethat Ilearned froin one agent of two parties-one
consistingof 1,000 Tyrolese, and the other
a large village of Bavarians, who he said had
written to him upon the subject of enigra-
tion. I am informed that a number of these
Tyrolese some time since were induced to go
to Michigan and have been severely disap-
pointed. I will obtain the address of this
colony and forward it to you with the sug-
gestion that a special agent should be sent

here to-visit those persons, and ascertain
whether they, like the Icelanders in the
Uuited States, would be willing to emnigrate
to Manitoba.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John): There is
a gentleman there now for that special
purpose.

Mr. MASSON said he congratulated
the Government on the fact that an
agent was sent in 1877, but they should
not have allowed a whole season to
have elapsed without taking action.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he sup-
posed the hon. member for Terrebonne
wished them to be sent to Manitoba.

Mr. MASSON said ho did not know
whether they should be sent to the
North-West or not.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said the
agent was sent to the colony in 1876.

Mr. MASSON: What time in 1876 ?
Mr. BURPEE: During the summer

months.
Mr. MASSON: Is his report before

the Government?
Mr. BURPEE: No.
Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said that

every hou. member recognised the
necessity of economv in view of the
reduction of revenue, but ho hoped the
4overnment would be able to find some
other means of effecting that economy

4GI)

than by reducin g the vote for immigra-
tion purposes. They were agreed as
to the importance of filling up the
country as rapidly as possible, and it
would be a misfortune, not only to the
North-West, but to the country at large,
if the efforts were relaxed to send
emigrants there. One of the great
wants of the North-West, was undoubt-
edly, better facilities for getting into
the country. He hoped they would
soon have a new approach, and a better
mode of entering, by way of the United
States and Pembina. Recent legisla-
tion in Minnesota had been such as to
clear away many of the difficulties to
the completion of the railway to Pem-
bina; and the Dominion Government
would, no doubt, be prepared to do
their part of the work, and connect
Pembina with Winnipeg. While this
road was most desirable, it was even
more important they should have a
rail route by way of Lake Superior,
so that immigrants might not be sub-
jected to the temptation to remain
at points on the journey, to wbich they
were at present exposed. But it was
not alone necessary to give immigrants
facilities to get into the North-West;
they should also give them every
opportunity to acquire lands when they
arrived. It was most urfortunate that
Manitoba was, as it had been termed,
one great reserve. Almost every sec-
tion was reserved, not for settlement,
but to keep ont settlement. Some
one-third of the whole nine million
acres in Manitoba was virtually a
reserve at this moment ; that was to
say, that all the lands easily accessible
were taken up. He did not direct
attention to that point in order to find
fault with the present or the late
Government. It was to be regretted
that occasion should be so frequently
taken to convert almost everything
which came before the House into a
party question. fHe found fault with
neither Government, and held that
they should endeavour to make the
best of the present position. The
people of Manitoba thought both
Governments rather dilatory, but ho
knew how very different it was to b
responsible and irresponsible, and how
much easier it was to criticize than
to carry out an undertaking. He was
willing to give the Governnent credit
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for a desire to do all they could do for
the settlement of the country. He
felt satisfied that the hon. the Minister
of the Interior was at present using
every means to effect that purpose,
and he hoped one great cause of delay
would be speedily removed ; that a
large portion of what were known
as the Half-breed Reserves, con-
sisting of one milllion and a half
acres of land, than which, ho ven-
tured to say, nothing more fertile
or botter adapted for agricultural pur-
pose was to be found on this continent,
would be allotted to these people who
were entitled to it, and when it once
passed into thoir bands it would go into
the possession of farmers. There was also
the great Railway Reserve, which the
Government might, and, he thought,
ought to, allow emigrants to enter,
but it should be provided that aiy
land on the lino of the railway
should only be taken up for actual
settlement and land speculators be
strictly excluded from it. The num-
ber of reserves allowed to remain so
long unappropriated and the enormous
area of land locked up in the bands of
speculators had unquestionably greatly
retarded settlement, and might not im-
properly be termed a curse to the Pro-
vince, for,wherever, within many miles
a ro undWinnipe.,immigrants wished to
take up a free grant of homestead, the
land proved to be either a Half-breed
Reserve, taken up by scrip,or otherwise
set apart, so as not to be available for
their use. In the United States, set-
tiers were allowed to take up land on
the lines of the railway, 160 acres in
some sections, and 80 acres where
the land vas more valuable. He would
suggest to the Government to consider
whether they could not adopt
some such plan. In regard to the
remarks of the hon. member for
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) as to enlarg-
ing the limits of Manitoba, it was
well known that the people of the
Province were most anxious that this
should be done, and he would be glad if
such enlargement were made with the
least possible delay; but there were
even now no obstacles placed in the
way of settlers obtaining homesteads
outside of the Province. A long way
to the west of Manitoba the lands were
now surveyed; 159 miles west the lands

Mr. S3nrr.

were laid out in sections where immi
grants could settle, and be under pro-
tection of the Dominion Government
although not under the Provincial Gov-
ernment of Manitoba. Thero were
now three Governments in the North-
West-those of Manitoba, the North-
WestTerritory, and Keewatin. So that,
practically, the difficulty suggested by
the hon. member was not of so much
moment as at first glance it might ap-
pear to be. At the same time he would
repeat that, so soon as it could be pro-
perly carried out, they would be very
glad to have the limits of the Province
extented. Tho Mennonites were a
most thrifty, industrious class of immi-
grants, and it was fortunate for Mani-
toba that it had obtained then,
especially at such a small expense. At
the same time the Government should
not rest satisfied with what had been
done. It would be equally becoming
and desirable that the Government
should extend what assistance thev
could render to those of this country
and to our fellow-subjects at home who
wished to go to the North-West.
Economy might be exercised in some
other direction than that of reducing
the immigration vote. There were
upwards of two hundred members of
that louse, and some eighty members
of the other branch of the Legislature,
each of whom received what was
called an indemnity, or -compensation
for services; mightlit not be possible, in
this direction, to effect a saving of
$200,000 or $250,000, which could be
very profitably used for immigration
purposes ? Perhaps hon. gentlemen
would, without any hesitation, agree
to that suggestion; the hon. gentleman
from Temiscouata said he would be
most happy to do so, as ho (Mr. Smith)
would be. Besides that mode of
economy, there were no doubt many
others. As he had stated, the means
of getting into the North-West were
very inadequate, but ho thought that,
by way of the Dawson Route, when
improved-as was now being done--
good many immigrants might be taken
in, even before the through railwaY
was completed. Much was said about
the absurdity of utilizing the water
stretches; ho thought the Government
should make use of them as far as
practicable, while pushing on the rail-
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way operations, and he hoped the
time was not far distant when there
would be an easy and speedy mode of
ingress to Manitoba by the railway
from Fort William. He hoped that
as soon as possible all the lands in
Manitoba would be placed in the hands
of actunl settlers, as far as it could be
done, and that, instead of reducing
the amount devoted to immi-
gration, it would be augmented, for
money so spent would return gcod
interest in thé greatly increased pros-
perity it would bring, not only to the
North-West, but to Canada generally.

Mr. PLUMB said he thought it
would be admitted on the other side of
the House that the Opposition had
shown every disposition to deal liber-
ally with the items before them; but
they had noticed the great increase of
expenditure and the great falling off
in results, and, while they were will-
ing to grant the sums required in tho
Estimates for immigration expenses,
they desired to secure the worth of
the money. We found that the cost
of bringing each immigrant into the
country had increased from four dol-
lars a head in 1872 to twenty dollars
a head in 1876, and he found also an
item in last year's expenditures of
85,398.88 paid for taking back to their
native country 230 immigrants, prin-
cipally from France. Something was
evidently wrong in a system which
could give immigrants a claim upon
the Grovernment to be sent home at
the expense of the Government, and
regulations should be made to prevent
a recurrence of this circumstance.
We now wanted farm settlers and
farm labourers, and men of these
classes should be encouraged to come
to us, and every reasonable facility
and inducenent should be held out to
them. The Finance Minister had
spoken discouragingly of the immi-
gration policy, but it could not be
supposed that the Ministry desired
to abandon the system. It was
evident that in some degree the
iincreased cost of emigrants per head
could be accounted for by the expense i
of inland transportation, and the
great distances to which many of
them had been conveyed since the
oPening up of the country west of Lake
Superior, but this could only in part

explain the enoi-mously increased ratio
of expense. It wras to be noted also
that, while very large sums had been
paid through the London Agency for
the dissemination of information for
the benefit of the intending immigrant,
in many of the principal countries of
Europe, which were important sources
ofsupply, that information was grossl-
deficient. The Agent at Antwerp, for
instance, in his statenient which thev
found in the Report of the Minister of
Agriculture for 1876, stated that among
the chief requirements for stimulating
emigration might be cited "advertis-
ing in order that the public may be
informed of the profits that immi-
grants find in Canada, and the happy
results obtained by those who settle in
that country." He also said that
" Canadian petroleum, as such, is un-
known on the European continent,
and that the name of Canada is never
mentioned in connection with this im-
portant branch of trade." It seemed
strange, considering the costly efforts
of the late Agent-General in this direc-
tion, that such ignorance of our re-
sources still prevailed in the countries
which we were led to believe werc
actively canvassed in our behalf
by himself and bis agents. It
was apparent that our chief
point of settlement was and would
continue to bo Manitoba, and he
regretted to hear from the hon. mem-
bers for South Perth (Mr. Trow), and
Selkirk (Mr. Smith), that so large
a part of the land of that Province hiad
been taken up in advance of settle-
ment, as he understood, three millions
out of the nine millions of acres which
constituted the entire area of the lands
of the Province, leaving but 50 acres
each to 125,000 settlers. He trusted.
in view of encouraging the settlement
of that Province, the railways leading
to and through it would be vigorously
pushed forward. Railways were the
precursors of the settlement of the ricli
farming lands of the West, and this
had been abundantly proved in Iowa
and Minnesota, where settlement had
mmediately followed the construction
of the varions lines in those States, and
where wild lands along their courses
were selling rapidly at prices varying
is high as ton or twelve dollars an acre.
Phe railway was the most useful and
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effective emigrant agent, and, as such,
its construction should not be for a mo-
ment delayed. He trusted that the
discussion upon the item before the
House would have the effect of impress-
ing the Government with the necessity
of a vigilant and rigid economy in mak-
ing the expenditure which they em-
braced, and that beneficial results would
follow.

Mr. BLAIN said lie wished to draw
the attention of the House to a class of
immigrants who had hitherto received
but little attention from the Depart-
ment. He referred to the small tenant-
farmers, who were being driven from
their farms in the old country in order
that a larger quantity of land should
be placed under one management.
Those mon must cither turn labourers
for the large farmers, go to the large
cities and endeavour to obtain employ-
ment in the workshops and factories,
or leave the country. As a rale, they
were pretty well educated, were thrifty
and accutoned to work, and he did
not think there was any other class of
immigrants so desirable to obtain for
Canada. The following extract from
a letter put this question veryforcibly:

" Great numbers of small tenant-farmers
are constantly, of late, being got rid of by
their landlords, as they wish to have larger
farms, two, three or four being often thrown
into one; then, again, the small farmer finds
lie cannot conpete satisfact>rilv with the
large one, as be lias to keep up the same
appearances to as great an extent as his rich .
er neigh bours ; and the increased rents, taxes
and expenses of all kinds in this country,
cone more heavilv upon him. In fact, hm
manv cases, those people have told mie that
they have been losing money of late years.
I have had great nuinbers of opportunities,
whiich have taken advantage of, to become
on friendlv terms with this class; they are
hardy, industrious and persevering people,
and there could be no better class as settlers
in this country. They and their families
are, as a rule, all accustomed to liard work ;
just as much so as the agricultural labourer,
because it has required ail their efforts to pay
rent and keep clear ofdebt ; then they have
capital more or less, which is a very material
consideration in the case of people settling in
a new country. Sone have not much, but
they will have all the way from a few
pounds up to several thousand pounds. I
speak of the class of those renting farms, hav-
ing froim say thirty or forty up to 150 acres.
Then there are others, either small owners of
the land they farm, or the sons of large farm-
ers, who would also be affected, I have no
doubt, by what I propose."

Mr. PLUMB.

He had given some attention to the
question of the settlement of the North-
West, but lie would not discuss it at
length on this occasion. He thought
he had established some time ago that,
by giving the facilities which could be
given for carrying freights, by the con-
struction of the railroad from Thunder
Bay to Fort Garry, and with the imi-
provements on our canals, we would be
able to lay down grain froin 500 miles
west of Thunder Bay on the Liverpool
market at five cents less per bnshel
than competing countries. In view of
this fact, and on account of the great
impetus which would be given to im-
migration, it would be wise for the
Government to hurry on the construe-
tion of the road.

Mr. CAVTWIGIT said the clas,
of immigrants i eferred-to was undoubt-
edly a desirable one, and the London
agent was now taking steps to dis-
seminate information respecting Can-
ada and its advantages among the
tenant - farmers. Such immigrants
were specially adapted to take posses-
sion of partially cultivated farms
which many old settlers were willing
to exchange for lands in the back-
wood'.

Mr. RYAN said lie rose to make a
few comments upon statements that
had been made by different members
during the course of the discussion.
The member for South Norfolk (Mr.
Wallace) had called the attention of
the Ilouse to the very numerous re-
serves existing in Manitoba, and had
read a letter to himself fromi an
Ontario emigrant in Manitoba upon
the subject. It was quite true that the
reserves vere too numerous and ex-
tensive, and that the letter read by the
hon. gentleman was a very fair ex-
pression of fhe provincial sentiment on
the subject. As a Manitoba member,
he desired to thank the member for
South Norfolk for directing the atten-
tion of the House to the subject, thus
strengthening the hands of the pro-
vincial representatives. The letter
read by him was in all probability a
letter written by one of the settlers of
Marquette. Before leaving to attend
the Session, his (Mr. IRyan's) constitu-
ents had instructed him to do every-
thing in his power to open the reseIrvCs.
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lIe di .iot doubt that other Manitoba
members came similarly instructed,
and, although the House was well
uware that they had never lost an op-
portunity to urge this course upon the
Government, yet so little had, until
very recently, been accomplished in
the matter, that their constituents had
begun to lose confidence, either in the
ability or the power of their repre.
sentatives to induce the Covernment to
move in the matter, and had adopted
the expedient of writing to the repre-
sentatives of the different constituen-
cies of Ontario in which they had for-
imerly resided. From the tone of the
discussion which had just taken place,
it was quite evident that public opinion
in the House was quite alive to the
urgent necessity o opening the re-
serves. He thought, while saying this
muuch. that it was oniy fair to the new
Minister of the Interior to bear testi-
mony that, since bis assumption of
office, there had been no lack f dili-
gence, and many of the preliminary
difficulties to the opening of the re-
serves had been overcome. When the
hon. gentleman assumed office, very
little of the Half-breed scrip had issued,
now it was almost all issued. The hon.
gentleman had also thrown open the In-
dian Reserve north of the Assiniboine,
some 18 or 20 miles south-west of
Portage la Prairie, and, if the Danish
Reserve on the west shore of Lake Man-
itoba was not already thrown open, it
was on the eve of being opened.
He had also the authority of the.
IMinister of the Interior to state that
the Government were prepared to
issue, as soon as they could be pre-
pared, after the close of the Session, the
patents to all the half-breed children
Over age, which would bave the effect
of throwing fully, if not more than,
One-third of the Half-breed Reserves
juto the market for sale and settle-
ment. If, in 9ddition to this, the Min-
ister of the Interior would only take
some steps to throw open the Railway
Reserve for actual settlement only, he
would deserve well of the Province.
The Railway Reserve took up a very
large portion of the Provincial lands.
These lands were undoubtedly good, as
were nearly all the lands of SManitoba;
but for railway purposes they were
no better, nor were they more fertile

than lands further west, which could
be more easily, and with less interfer-
ence with present settlement, reserved
for railway purposes. He could not
urge too strongly ipon the Govern-
ment the necessity of doing what he
advised in this particular. The hon.
member for North Perth (Mr. Mon-
teith) had stated that many of his
constituents had emigrated to the
Western States of America. While
he (Mr. Ryan) did not doubt the truth
of this statement, it was also equally
true that some of these Ontario men,
after remaining some time in the
Western States, returned again to
Canada. Among his constituents in
West Marquette were many families
originally froi Ontario, who had tried
the Western States, and, after residing
for some time in Kansas, in Iowa or
Missouri, as the case might be, had
gone to Manitoba, and were dwelling
there in content. As a Canadian, he
was proud to say that we need not fear
a careful and impartial comparison of
the advantages which were o&fred to
the emigrant by the Western States
and Manitoba respectively. The ad-
vantages preponderated in favour
of Canada. Our lands were im-
measurably more fertile than any
open for homestead settlement in the
Western States. Our climate was
more invigorating and healthy; our
institutions were certainly, so far as
Canadians were the judges, far superior
to those of the United States; and,
while there was at least equal liberty
north of the 49th parallel of latitude,
there was certainly a greater amount
of security to life and property than
existed south of it. If constituents of
the hon. member for North Perth
emigrated to the Western States
of America, it was certainly
from a want of correct information, and
he would advise him to distribute
among intending emigrants in his
riding some of the very excellent
pamphlets respecting Manitoba and
the North-West Territories, for which
the country was much indebted to the
active and efficient chairman of the
Immigration Committee (Mr. Trow),
the member for the South Riding of
the county of Perth. If intending
immigrants read these pamphlets they
would turn their faces not to the west,
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as the hon. gentleman complained, but
to our own great North-West. The
Mennonites had been frequently men-
tioned during the discussion. They
were frequently mentioned whenever
Manitoba matters were under con-
sideration, and always in terms of the
highest eulogy. He was satisfied they
were an excellent class of settlers, and
that the Government had deserved
well of the country by their energetic
action, which had resulted in securing
to Canada so numerous and valuable
a body of settlers. But, as the only
member on the floor of the House who
had been elected by settlers who came
originally from Ontario and the other
old Provinces of the Dominion, he felt
it to be his duty to the men who had
elected him to speak out plainly upon
this subject. It was customary in this
House to speak of the Mennonites as
the very best settlers in Manitoba, as
excelling ail others in frugality and
industry. On a former occasion he had
heard the hon. member for Selkirk
(Mr. Smith) inform the House how
the Mennonites had, within an almost
incredibly short time of their arrival
in Manitoba, been found selling butter
and vegetables in Winnipeg.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said he desired
to set the member for Marquette (Mr.
Ryan) right. He had stated that the
Mennonites liad sold butter in Winni-
peg; he had not said on the occasion
alluded to that they had sold vege-
tables.

Mr. RYAN said, if the hon. member
for Selkirk had not stated that the
Mennonites had sold vegetables, le
might correctly have said so, and he
(Mr. Ryan) would say it. He did not
desire at all to detract from the merits
of the Mennonites, but what he did
desire to do was to protest against their
being regarded as superior to Canadian
settlers. He was bound to say that,
although ,the Mennonites were good
settlers, the Canadians were even bet-
ter. One hundred Canadians would do
more to increase the revenue, to build
up manufactures, Io build cities, to cul-
tivate the soil, and to lay the foun-
dations of the new Canada broad and
deep in the great lorth-West than
double the number of Menonites. It
could not be otherwise. Canadians had

Mr. RYAN.

for a couple of generations enjoyed the
benefits of a most admirable system of
education. It would be unfair to
expect that the Mennonites, who were
not equally fortunate, would equal
them in intelligence or enterprise.
The first generation of Mennonites
would, with their habits of frugalitv,
accumulate money, which the succeed-
ing generation would expend with
intelligence and enterprise in works
of public and private utility, ivhen the
education of a qiarter of a century
had Canadianized them.

Mr. McCALLUM: Hear, hear.

Mr. RYAN said he heard the mem-
ber for Monck say " Hear, hear," which
reminded him that they were agreed
in their estimate of the iMennonites.
But, while they were in unison so far
as to prefer the Canadian settlers, they
were not agreed in all particulars. For,
instance, the hon. member for Monck
was inclined to regard the Mennonites
with less favour because they wore
conscientiously opposed to fighting.
11e (Mr. Ryan) did not regard this
conviction as worthy of disapproval
or as at all calculated to render them
less valuable citizens. The only war
to which we could possibly be exposed
was a war with the United States.
The consequence of such a war would
be so lamentable that no member ought
to contemplate the possibility of it;
and ho believed that, in considering
the qualities of immigrants, we
could very well afford to leave
their fighting capacity out of the
question. The hon. member for
Lisgar (Mr. Schultz) had objected
to the location of the Mennonite
Reserve, on the ground that the lands
included in it were such as to be at
once required for free settlement. lei
(Mr. -Ryan) did not think the location
of the roserve was, under the circum-
stances of the case, censurable. We
had, in making the location, to consider
not only where we could best spare
the land, but also where they wero
willing to take it. Canada and the
United States had been both compe-
titors for the Mennonite colonies.
They had sent out commissioners to
see both countries and compare their
respective advantages ; and, after
having made the comparison, they
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decided in favour of Manitoba, provided
the reserves chosen by them were
made. After considering the circum-
stances of the case, he knew of no
location possible in Manitoba or the
North-West Territories which the
Mennonite commissioners would have
been willing to accept, which would
have interfered less with free settle-
ment than the reserves actually made.
The hon. the Minister of Finance had
referred to the very large amount of
disbursements in the North-West, and
made special reference to the cost of
surveys. It was true that the surveys
had cost a great deal. Had a proper
economy been observed, the amount of
work done by surveyors could have
been procured at a much less cost.
Both the late and the present Govern-
ments deserved blame in the matter.
Each member knew what would be a
fair equivalent to a surveyor for a
season's work. He wonld assert, with-
out fear of contradiction, that the
prices paid surveyors were extrava-
gant, and much greater than would
have been paid by a private indivi-
dual. In Manitoba, survoyors who
got fair townships made frequently
from five to seven thousand dollars
net in one season. This fact was con-
elusive, and he hoped that the Govern-
ment, in granting surveys in the
future, would keep it in mind. The
hon. the Minister of Finance did not
think the times favourable for pouring
a large volume of immigration into
Manitoba. One of the reasons for his
opinion was the uncertainty of the
movements of the grasshoppers. Last
Session, ho said, the Dominion Gov-
ernment had been called upon to make
a large advance to purchase seed-
grain for immigrants; and, if he (Mr.
Ryan) did not misunderstand the
Minister of Finance, it would not be
ma his opinion advisable to stimulate
immigration in any very considerable
degree until we had some certaintv
that the grasshoppers would not again
ravage Manitoba. He merely wished
to say in reply that, if the Finance
M1inister was waiting until it became
certain that grasshoppers would not
return to Manitoba, before ho poured
immigrants into the North-West, ho
would probably have to wait for ever.
le reogrotted very much the tone the

Minister of Finance had adopted in
the discussion, and believed his
remarks were calculated to do very
serious and lasting damage to the
cause of immigration. The grass-
hoppers came and disappeared in
obedience to certain natural laws. We
could tell what the operation of these
laws had been for about three-quarters
of a century, because for that length
of time we had the history of the
grasshopper invasions of the Red River
Settlement. During the period re-
ferred to, they had visited the country
four or five times, staying a longer or
shorter period upon each occasion.
We could not take bonds from them tc>
stay away; but we were justified in
assuming that, in obedience to the
natural laws which produced and de-
stroyed them, their visits would not be
more frequent in the future than thev
bad been in the past ; because ti
physical condition of that portion of
the continent which was their horne
had not materially changed during the
last century. Assuming this muc.
then, there was not the least reason
to be alarmed for the future of Mani-
toba; its advantages were so many
and so great as to allow a very liberal
margin for the damages to be appre-
hended from the grasshopper. It was
not for him (Mr. lRyan) to dictate to
the Government what amount thev
should put in the Estimates for im-
migration. They knew best what
amount they could spare, and he hoped
they would put every dollar they
could spare-that they would even
strain a point to make the item as large
as possible. If we were obliged to re-
trench anywhere, there were other ex-
penditures that would admit of pruning
more than this one. We could better.
at the present time, dispense with the
services of a stipendiary magistrate, or
some other high official in the North-
West, even a Lieutenant-Governor,
than with those of the immigration
agent. The hon. member for Terre-
bonne (Mr. Masson) had stated that he
was in favour of the establishment of
reserves for the encouragement of
colonies of immigrants. Ho (Mir.
Ryan) would agree with him, pro-
vided the lands reserved were net those
likely to be shortly required for the
purposes of free immigration. Beforo
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concluding, he would again urge upon
the Government the very great neces-
sity for an immigration agent at
Duluth. He would only be required
durinig the summer months, and tho
amount of good donc, and the number
of immigrants saved would more than
compensate the country for the smaill
expenditure that the appointment
would entail.

Mr. MASSON said Mr. Jenkins, in
S- 76, had reported that a colony of

1,000 Tyrolese, and a village of Bava-
rians had written him on the subject of
-emigration. 11e understood that noth-
ing was donc in this regard.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : Nothing was
done.

Mr. MASSON said ho considered the
Government still more blameable.

Mr. BUNSTER said be found an
item of $1,000 for an agency in British
Columbia. The amount seemed small.
but nevertheless iL would buy a great
manv ties for the Pacifie Railway. le
did not consider the agency worth the
money. British Columbia liad tried
the agency system, and found it of
little value. They had agents in Lon-
don and San Francisco, but they had
abolished the appointments. He saw
over $8,000 was set down for the
-agen t, clerks and messengers at the
London office, but he ventured to say
that one half of the emigrants sont out
were stolen by American agents. The
item was exorbitant ; at least $200,000
should be sufficient for the purpose.
He hoped that the Government would
do away with these agents, reduce the
item, and devote the saving to the
building of the Pacifie Railway.

-Mr. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.) said
ho observed that $800 was set down for
an agent in Prince Edward Island. It
might be the Government's policy to
pay the passages of persons who were
leaving the country, but of this he was
certain, that the island did not require
this agency. The object undoubtedly was
to reward some Government supporter.
There were no large tracts of wild
land in his Province and immigrants
were not now disposed to clear sway
the virgin forest. They wished to
settle on the prairies. If anything was
.to b done in this connection the local

.1r.. RYAN.

Government should take the matter
in hand. They would be very glad,
however, to receive in such a case a
proportionate amount towards the pay-
ment of expenses, and if money could be
spared, it was greatly needed for their
public works.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the aj»
pointment was not made. The item
was set down, as they thought was
only propor, to be used in case the
local Governmont decided to assist
them in importing immigrants.

Mr. POPE said there was no noed of
a Domininion agent to conduct immni-
gration to these lands.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I have a
objection.

MIr. POPE said that no noney hal
been spent in his county by the Gov-
ernment since Confederation, save for
a little dredging.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No public money
has been spent in my county since
Confederation,

Mr. POPE said he thought the item
uncalled for.

Mr. MACKENZIE: We will strike
it out.

Mr. POPE: We do not want to see
money foolishly spent.

Mr. MACKENZIE: ione has been
paid in this regard.

MN. POPE: I hope nonle will be
paid.

Kr. SMITH (Selkirk), with reference
to a remark which had fallen from his
hon. friend from Marquette (Mr.Ryan),
said he had never spoken disparag-
ingly of Canadians or any other nation-
aliiy. On the contrary, he believedl
the Canadian settlers in, and those who
came from Great Britain to, Manitoba
would compare favourably with any
settlors in the Dominion. While they
were very glad to have such a useful
class of immigrants as Mennonites sont
them, their first duty, however, con
cerned their own people.

Vote agreed to.
Resolutions ordered to bo reported.
House resuned.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at
Fifteen minutes after

Eleven o'clock
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IIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Jfonday, 19th 3March, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clOc k.

WALTER SCOTT DIVORCE BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. McCARTHY moved the first
reading of Bill (No. 84) (from the
Senate) For the relief of Walter Scott.

Question put and motion agreed to, on
the following Division:-

YEAs :

Messieurs
A ppleby
A rchiba1 M

in
?&rtram
Blackburn
lain

Biake
Borden
Bowman
Brouse
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Cameron
Campbell
Carmichael
Cartwright
Charlton
Christie
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Cunningham
Davies
Dawson
DeCosmos
DeVeber
Dewdney
Dymond
Farrow
Ferris
Fleming
Flesher
Forbes
Galbraith
Gibbs (Northi Ontario)
Gibbs (South Ontario)
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Guthrie
HIagar
Haggart
Hliginbotham
Kerr
Killan

Bannatyne
Benoit
Bernier
Blanchet

Kirk
Kirkpatrick
Little
Macdonald (Kingston)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
Macdougall (E. Elgin)
McDougall(S.Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Bret.on)
McKay (Colchester)
McCarthy
McCraney
McLeod
McNab
McQuade
Mills
Mitchell
Moffat
Monteith
Norris
Oliver
Palmer
Paterson
Pettes
Platt
Plumb
Pope (Queen's, P.E.I.)
Robinson
Rochester
Roscoe
Ross (W. Middlesex)
Schultz
Scriver
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider
Thompson (Cariboo)
Thompson(Haldimand)
Thomson (Welland)
Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
White (N. Renfrew)
Wood
Workman -92.

NAYS:

Messieurs
.rving
Jones (Halifax)
Lajoie
Lanthier

Bolduc Laurier
Bourassa Macdonald (Cornwall)
Brooks McDonald(Cape Breton)
Caron MacDonnell
Casgrain M cDougall (Three Riv.)
Cauchon McIntyre
Cheval Mclsaac
Cimon Perry
Colby Pope (Compton)
Coupal Pouliot
Currier Power
Daoust Robillard
Desjardins Rouleau
De St. Georges Short
Devlin St. Jean
Fiset Taschereau
Flynn Thibaudeau
Fréchette Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Gaudet Wright (Pontiac).- 47.
Hurteau

Bill read the first time.
Mr. SPEAKER said, since the con-

versation on Friday evening regarding
proceedings on Divorce Bills, lie had
looked into the matter ard had found
that it was the practice to rofer such
Bills to a Special Committee after the
first reading. He really could not find
upon what ground that practice rested,
unless it was owing to the fact that
for a number of years it was the cus-
tom in the old Parliament of Canada.
The practice in the British House of
Commons vas to refer Divorce Bills
after the second reading. Notwith-
standing that they had a T>ivorce Court
in England, the Commons still had
this standing Committee on Divorce.
It was quite competent for this House
to adhero to its own practice, and per-
haps it would be convenient to do so.

Mr. BLAKE said it was contem-
plated in the first set of rules of the
House to make the reference after the
second reading. This was, however,
subsoquently altered. The Ilouse be-
gan by referring after the second read-
ing. The rule was thon altered to the
first readingy, afterwards back to the
second, and again to the first. They
had no Standing Committee to whom
those Bills might be referred for the
purpose of making qu asi-judicial inves-
tigation, which it was within the com-
petency of the Hoaîse to make. The
Committee generally contented itself
with perusing the evidence sent in by
the Senate Committee. While thev
had the general practice of refer-
ring Bills after the second read-
ing, he did not think it was
necessary to alter a practice which
had the sanction of ton years' existence.
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Perhaps, when other matters in con-
nection with the ruies were considered,
it might be determined whether this
rule should be changed or confirmed
by a special rule.

Mr. SPEAK ER said he had propared
rather an interesting memorandum on
the subject, which he would read:

" Up to 1867, in the old Legislative As-
sembly of Canada, all Private 'Bills were re-
terred to Commnittees after second reading.
Divorce bills were so referred. (See Beres-
fbrd's case, 1852.) Inl 1867, the practice was
changed, and Bills referred after firstreading.
Divorce Bills, consequently, followed tins
practice. (See case of J. R. Martin, 1873.)
In 1874, practice was again changed, and
Bills referred after second reading. In 1875,
a Bill for the relief of T. W. Peterson came
i p, and was re ferred after first reading, as had
been done under previous practice since 1867.
No question then rose as to the propriety of
the practice. In the Senate, as in old Legis-
lative Council, Divorce Bills are always re-
ferred after second reading. In England,
Divorce Bills have always been referred after
second reading to a Select Committee."

Mr. MILLS said a Divorce Bill could
not be considered precisely as any
ordinary Bill would be, and it would
be hardly proper to call upon the
House to vote for the second reading of
the Bill before a tittle of evidence on
which it was founded was before them.
If,after the first reading,it was referred
to a Committee whose business it would
be to enquire into the evidence and
report, the House would be in a posi-
tion to consider the matter properly.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said he quite
agreed with the Minister of Justice
and the hon. member for Bothwell.
•There was nothing, however, in the
Rales to the effect that the Bill should
be referred after the first reading, and
all Private Bills were referred after the
second reading.

Mr. MILLS: Ail Private Bills go
before a general Committee, but this
course cannot be pursued with respect
to this Bill.

Mr. POPE (Compton): The Riale
does not speak of any particular Bills.

Mr. CAUCHON said that, on the
second reading, the principle of a Bill
was affirmed or it was rejected. Here,
however, a question of fact was con-
cerned, and not a principle. If the
facts in the opinion of the members
did not justify divorce, of course the

Mr. .BLAKE.

Bill would not stand or go to theý
second reading.

Mr. BLAKE said he did ne>t agree
with the hon. member from Compton,
that they had no power to refer after
the first reading.

Mr. POPE said there was no rule to
this effect.

Mr. BLAKE said it seemed the
simpler method to adhere to what had
been sanctioned by their practice.

Mr. McCALhT]HY moved that the
Bill, evidence, and papers be referred
to a Special Committee, composed of
Messrs. McCarthy, Cameron, Roe>bi n-
son, Trow, Young, Oliver, MeDougaHi
(South Renfrew), Kerr and Kirk-
patrick.

Mo
sion.

tion agreed to on the sane DM

PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

TIIRD READING.

The following Bill was read the third
time and passed -

Bill (No. 34) To amend the Act to
incorporate the Ottawa Agricultural
Insurance Company.-(Mr. Currier.)

PICKERING HARBOUR AND
ROAD JOINT STOCK COiI-
PANY.-[BILL No. 26.]

(1r. Gibbs, South Ontar.)

BILL RECOMMITTED.

House resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the Whole on Bill (No. 26) To
vest the property and powers of the
Pickering Harbour and lRoad Joint
Stock Company in Joseph Harris Mc-
Clellan.

Mr. BLAKE said, as he understood
it, this company was incorporated
under an Act of the old Parliaineit of
Canada. It was proposed to invest itS
powers in an individual, and the
Ontario Legislature had passed an Act
with this object in view. Doubts,
which, in his opinion, wore well
founded, had been raised with regard
to its validity; and it was now )ro-
posed to legalize and confirm that Act,
and vest the property in Mr. Joseph
Harris McClellan. What was worthy
of consideration was how far it was
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expedient to grant to an individual
powers usually bestowed only on cor-
porate bodies having perpetual succes-
sion, which they could always reach,
and to which certain responsibilities
were attached. Mr. McClellan might
leave the property to heirs, to whom
the conditions on which it was vested
miglit not apply. It seemed to him
that, if they adopted the principle in
question, it must, of course, be general
in its application. They could not
deny to one privileges which had been
granted to another.

Mr. GIBBS (Sout'i Ontario) said he
thought the second clause of the Bill
hil reference to this objection.

Mr. BLAKE said lie had read this
clause; but it was to be remembered
that there would be no continued entity
to which they could look for the per-
formance of the duties in question,
though the powers requested we're
granted. What seemed a proper
course was that a new company, in
which the property might be vested,
ýshould be formed. If that wouid suit
the views of the hon. member for
South Ontario, it would be infinitely
more satisfactory to refer the Bill back
to the appropriate Committee.

Mr. GIBBS accepted the suggestion.

rogress ordered to be i eported.
11ouse resumed.
Progress reported.
Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario' moved

that the Bill be referred back to the
Conmittee on Private Bills.

Motion agreed to, and Bill referred
bauk to the Select Standing Committoe
)]n Miscellaneous Private Bills.

SPRINGHILL AND PARRSBOP-
OUGH COAL AND RAILWAY
COMPANY BILL.-BILL No.

(Air. Domuille.)

3ILL RECoMMITTED.

Mr. BLAKE said it seemed danger-
Ous for them to permit the Bill to pass
'I its present form. The Bill, by an
alteration, he believed, made in the
appropriate Committee, went on the
t eOry, as the ground-work of action
by the House, that the line ofrailway

to which it referred was a work for
the general advantage of Canada. and
it made such a declaration. It would
obviously follow, as far as lie could
judge, that they could not refuse to
make such a declaration at the instance
of any other private railway what-
ever. He thought such a declaration
should only be made when it was
strictly true. There was a seinse, of
course, in which any railway was for
the general advantage of Canada, but
this was certainly not the sense
in which those words were used
in the British North Aneirica
Act. There was another ground-if
the allegations of the Bill were truc.
as they must believe under the circum-
stances-on which the Bill could be
entertained, and this was that the
company was iot merely a railway
company, but a railway and coal mining
company, which desired to own ship,
running from Dominion to foreign
ports. Such an enterprise took it
beyond the legislative powers of tbe
Province, and therefore on this ground
it did not seem improper that incorpor-
ation or the necessary powers should
be granted by the House, whichever
mode might be thouglit most conve-
nient. He suggested the same mode
which had been adopted with reference
to the previdus Bill,-that it should be
referred back to the Committee withi
the view of baving such amendments
made as might obviate the objec-
tions to its passage in its present shape.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the railway itself was to the general
advantage of Canada, but, however this
might be disputed, it could not be
denied that the enterprise would be so
when the powers asked for, additional
to those granted by the local Govern-
ment, were obtained. Where a Local
Legislature passed an Act for simply
local purposes, with certain privileges
and conditions, it was a question
whether the general Government might
so add to the powers of that Act as
would destroy its entity in a local
sense. The corporation, as it existed,
was created by the Local Legislature.
But,supposing the corporation exceeded
its powers, then it would be liable to
have its corporate Act, taken away
from it. The question for considera-
tion was whether this Government
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could enlarge the powers of an Act
passed by a Local Legislature, con-
trary to the will of that Le.zislatnre.
If this were done, the entity of the Act
would surely be destroyed, for the Act
would be a creation in the first instance
of the Local Legislature, and the latter
could repeal it if they wished. The
question was an important one, and ho
thought it advisable that the Bill should
be referred back to the Committee for
consideration.

Mr. BLAKE said there were two
courses open: to grant additional
powers to the local Act, or to take the
Act within their own jurisdiction and
create a new corporation out of the old
one. He vas not yet prepared to
assent to the opinion that this Govern-
ment could grant additional powers to
the Act of the Local Legislature.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
said there was doubt about it.

Mr. BLAKE said be was stronglyof
the opinion that great inconvenience
would result from such a course. It
ought to be laid down as a general
rule-which, however, had its excep-
tions, perhaps-that any corporation
created by a Local Legislature coming
to the general Government for new
powers, ought to have its corporate
Act again created in the whole by the
latter authority. It would be observed
that the clause which spoke of matters
fbr the gene-al advantage of Canada
was confined to works, and that the
other purposes and powers proposed to
be given would not in themselves assist
the argument that the railway was for
the general advantage of Canada,
either practically or in point of logic,
although perhaps the power to sail
ships to foreign ports would tur-
nish a peg on which to hang this
argument, as that was a power which
could not bc given by a Local Legisla-
turc.

Mr. PALMER said he thought some
of the powers asked for would be clear-
iy out of the power of the Local Legis-
lature to grant. But the original
object of the corporation was clearly
within the jurisdiction of the local
Governm'ent and out of the jurisdiction
of the general Government. But it
was very questionable whether the
general Government eould give a cor-

Sir JouN A. MACDONALD.

poration created by the local Govern-
ment power to give promissory notes.
It would not be a corporation created
by this Parliament at all, and he did
not see how this Parliament could givo
such powers as would destroy it alto-
gether, as a corporation created by a
local Act. Hle did not believe it right
by a more declaration to assume juris-
diction, when there was notjurisdiction
without that declaration. fie thought
it would be advisable to refe-r the
matter back to Committee.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said it
was nccessary to consider whether the
Act could be taken charge of by this
Parliament,or by subsequent legislation
by the Local Legislature. It was per-

i fectly competent foi thisParliament to
declare that this work was for the gen-
eral advantage of Canada. and thus to
bring it within its jurisdiction. le
thought it proper that the Bill should
bc referred back >to the Railwav Com-
miittee.

Mr. DOMVILLE said under the
British North America Act this Parlia-
ment only had the right to legislate for
railways and steamers under certain
conditions. When the Bill was tirst
introduced, it was not declared that it
was for the general advantage of' Cai-
ada, but it was found that this would
have to be inserted for this Parliament
to deal with the Bill. He had beenled
to believe that the Bill, in order Io pass,
would have to contain these words.

Mr BLAKE said he was afraid the
difficulty could not be got rid of by
making an undue declaration.

Motion agreed to, and Bill referred
back to the Select Standing Com-
mittee on Railways, Canals and Tele-
graph lines.

THE FISHERIES COMMISSION.

QUESTION.

Mr. MITCHELL asked whether the
Government was prepared to state
whether the American Governmnent
had appointed their Fishery Commis-
sioner as provided under the Treaty Of
Washington, and if so, who was he;
also whether the British Government
had appointed their Commissioner; if

so. who was ho; also whether the
third Commissioner had been selected

Connission.(COM ON S.]
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or appointed and by whom; and if
appointed, who was ho?

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the British Commissioner had been
appointed, as was well known.

Mr. MITCHELL: We do not know
it officially.

Mr. SMITH: This Government is
not in a position to name the Ameri-
c'an Commissioner. The same obser-
vation applies to the third Commis-
sioner. As soon as the information is
ready, it will be brought down to the
House without any further motion.

THE ST. ISIDORE MAIL.

QUESTION.

Mr. ROULEAU asked whether it
was the intention of the Government
to iesue orders that the mail des-
patched from Quebec for St. Isidore,
iounty of Dorchester, should be left
att St. Henri, county of Levis, to be
from thence forwarded to the said
parish of St. Isidore.

Mr. IUNTINGTON said the change
could not be decided upon until the
Governinent had some information as
to how it could be made.

JUDICIAL STAFF OF MONTRE AAL
DISTRICT.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. LAURIER moved for all Orders
in Council and correspondence since
Iast Session between the Federal and
Quebec Governments concerning the
Judicial Staff of the District of Mon-
treal.

Motion agreed to.

INGONISH HARBOUR.

MOTION FOR PLANS AND REPORT.

Mr. CAMPBELL moved for plans of
contract for building Ingonish Har-
bour (being part of contract); also a
report of Engineer agreeing to curtail-
ment of said original plans and specifi-
cations, and the correspondonco on that
"Iubject, how much had been paid for
Ihe contract, and how much for extras,
arndc how mnuch was claimed for extras;
h1ow many feet did the finished work
ex 1te 1d seaward that the original
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contract and plans contemplated; how
much had been paid to Superintendent
McLeod for superintending said work.
He said it was now a month since ho
first moved in the House for the plans
and specification,and although the hon.
the Premier promised to bring the
information down, ho had not done so.
It was now four or five months sinco
he made the charge before his consti-
tuents that there was something wrong
about this contract, and ho had taken
the first opportunityhe constitutionally-
could take to verify his statement. In
reply to a motion for full particulars
ho got a parcel of papers, from which
it would appear that the essential
information which ho required had,
been intentionally kept back. This
was the fourth time he had had to apply
for the information. He had received
a letter from a gentleman who did not
know of the presentmotion,stating that
160 feet of partly-built work vas in the,
harbour, forming a serious obstruction
to navigation. He thought the Gov-
ernrdent should give the information
ho asked for, in order that it might be
seen whether there was any truth in
the charges ho had made against them.

Mr. BLAKE said ho had given in
structions to have the return prepared
immediately.

Motion agreed to.

GRAND TRUNK AND INTER-
COLONIAL RAIL WAYS.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. FISET moved for copies of alf
correspondence' betwen the Govern-
ment and the Grand Trunk Railway
Company, on the subject of the arrange-
ments effected with the latter, per-
mitting the carriages of the Inter-
colonial Railway Company to run over
that section of their railway between
Rivière-du-Loup and Point Levis.

Motion agreed to.

DISMISSAL OF POSTMASTER AT
UPPER ST. FRANCIS.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. COSTIGAN moved for copies of
all correspondence in the possession of
the Government regarding the dis-
missal of the postmaster of Upper St.
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Francis, in the county of Madawaska.
in the Province of New Brunswick.
H1e said he submitted the motion
because he had received a letter from
the late postmaster, complaining of the
treatment he had received. It appear-
ed the postmaster had been dismissed,
und received instructions from the
Post-Office Inspector, calling upon him
to hand over the papers of the office to
his successor. There was, so far as he
(Mr. Costigan) was aware, no cause
for complaint, and the postmaster
alvays appeared to diseharge bis duties
in a satisfactory manner ; and, if there
was any serious charge to be brought
against him, an opportunity should
have been afforded to repel the
charge. The fact that the Gov-
ernment acted without knowledge
oif the matter was shown in that
they appointed, to take charge of the
post-office, a person who did not
reside there, and who did not desire
the position. The change was not
made in the interests of the people of
the district, but in order to serve the
interests of the mail contractors. Inas-
nuch as the new postmaster did not
wish the office, and the late postmaster
still remained in charge, it was desir-
able that instructions should be sent to
him to continue to discharge the
duties, unless some serious complaint
had been made against him.

fr. HUNTINGTON said no com-
plaint had been made against the post-
master, and he had not been dismissed.
The action taken was on a report
made by the Inspector of New Bruns-
wick, growing out of representations
that the post-office might be placed in

nmore convenient position. The
annual revenue of the office was $2.18,
and, as the hon. member for Victoria,
N.B, had stated that the postmaster
who was appointed was not acting, his
representations would be communi-
c'ated to the Inspector, with a view to
have any inconvenience rectified, if
such existed.

Motion agreed to.

REPRESENTATION OF MINORI-
TIES

MOTION FOR A SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mfr. DEVLI N moved:
" That a Select Comm ittee be appointed to

Mr. COSTYRAN.

enquire into and report upon the expediency
of providing sone system by which a more,
equal and just representation of all the elee-
tors, minorities as well as majorities, may be
secured, and that with this view they be
respectfully requested to investigate the sy.-
tei originated by Mr. Thomas Hare."

He said the motion which he now
submitted for the judgment of the
House had for its object a reconsidera-
tion of the existing Electoral Law with
a view of ascertaining whether it could
not be so amended as to give greater
power and influence to the electors of
the Dominion in the selection of their
representatives than they could now
possibly exercise in that direction un-
der the present system of voting. The
question embraced in the proposition
had not, le was aware, received mucl
attention among the Canadian people.
and would, in all probability, have
remained wholly unnoticed were it not
for its timely and happy introduction
by a very distinguished personage, to
whose remarks upon the subject he
would have the pleasure of adverting
hereafter. But, althougli the right
of minorities to proportional repre-
sentation could scarcely be said
to bave engaged attention in Canada
to any very great extent, it had,
nevertheless, been the subject of
earnest discussion for many years in,
Europe and in the United States, and
it might now be fairly said, after a
full and critical examination of the
advantages claimed for that measure of
relief, that it came down to us sup-
ported by the opinions of eminent
statesmen, and endorsed with the en-
lightened approval of very many of
the mostdistinguished political writers
upon Representative Government. A
the election law appeared upon ou"
Statute-book at the present time, it

was well known that the sole po0we
to rule, to make laws, to impose taxes,
to regulate trade and commerce, and
all the great and conflicting interests
which came within the jurisdiction of
the governing body was vested exclu-
sively in the hands of the party which
happened to command a majoritY-
leaving the minority without repre-
sentation, without a voice in the
councils of the country, compelled to
submit to any and every measure
which the will or caprice of that
majority, no matter how small, might
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Bee fit to impose on them. Mr. Rare
Laid:

" Looking at the place which representa-
tive institutions are manifestly destined to
occupy in the goverânment of manikind, it
becomes necessary to consider whether means
cannot be found to eradicate the vice from
their constitution which deprives the State
of the benefit of the judgment of, it is to be
feared, a large number of the most calm
sud dispassionate, as well as of the most
thoughtful and instructive of its people."

The problem was how to make
representation in fact what it was in
name, to make it universally truthful,
and give to the best elements in every
constituency their best and most per-
fect form of expression. The founders
of our parliamentary system, if that
appellation could be conferred upon any
class of men in any age, did not con-
template, and could not provide for the
differences of opinion to be evolved in
the progress Ôf civilization. Nor could
they have foreseen that the will of a
vast proportion of those whon they
had entrustéd with franchise would
have been wholly disregarded. It was
obvious that the traditional method of
filling the English House of Commons,
which was followed in Canada to this
day, suitable as it was in earlier times,
when a few master minds directed all
public affairs, and the people came to-
gether not to reason but to confirm what
their leaders had done or proposed to do,
was unsuitable at this day. The prin-
eiple to be kept in view in forming the
representative assembly was that full
play should be given to the expression
of all opinions and sentiments, so that
they might be admitted to the test and
serutiny of discussion. The electors of
Canada might well be described as the
scattered inhabitants of an extensive
country, possessing knowledge and
powers of thought infinitely varied
and diffused, and to expect that
the electoral forms of a rude and
illiterate age would gather for the
national benefit the fruit of that
expanded intelligence was, said Mr.
Rare, " as reasonable as to suppose
that the vast manufacturing results of
to-day would be produced by the primi-
tive loom and hammer." le believed
it was that conviction which led the
hon. the Minister of Justice to deal
with that all-important question in his
great speech at Aurora, and to condemn

52

the present system of elections as one
totally unworthy of a liberty-loving,
intelligent and enlightened people. He
hoped, now that that hon. gentleman
occupied a position which enabled him
to give effect to the opinions enunciated
by him upon that subject, he would
bring his matchless eloquence, bis
powerful reasoning faculties to the
support of the motion he (Mr. Devlin)
had now the honour to bring under the
notice of this House, in the hope that
it might ultimately lead to the adoption
of such a measure as would secure to
the now virtually disfranchised min-
orities, as well as to the majorities, a
fair, reasonable, just and proportional
representation in the councils of the
country. Speaking upon this subject
at Aurora, the hon. the Minister of
Justice said:

"I believe we micht effect immense in-
provements upon the present system of
popular representation. For my own part,
i> have been for some tinie diesatiefied with

our present mode of popular representation,
as furnishing no fair indications of the
opinions of the country. I do not think a.
system urider which a majority in one con-
stituencv elects a member, the minority being
hopelessly helpless without any representa-
tion of its own at all, is a good system. I
have been collecting statistics on this sub-
ject, and it is extraordinary to what extent
the popular voicet as shown in the popular
vote differs from the expression of that voice
in the Legislature. ' Our prin-
ciple of government is that the majority
must decide. Upon what is it founded?
Well, you caunot give a reason except this,
that it is necessary-it is the only way in
which government eau be carried on at all.
But, if the minority nust on this ground of
necessity bow to the voice of the najority,
the majority is all the more bound to see that
the minority has its fair share of representa-
tio.. and its fair weight in the councils of the
country. The majority must recollect that
it may becomne the minority one day, and
then it would like to have its fair share in
those councils, and such disparities as these
are not likely to induce a fèeling of cheerful
submuission on the part of the mmority. We
say we have representation by population;
but we have not representation~by population
unless the population lias a representation
in the Legislature equivalent to its strength
at the poils. My opinion is that it is not
houses and stocks and farms that are repre-
sentedbuthunan beings with imnnmortal souls.
These are the true subjects of represen-
tation, the sharers in the owners of political
power, and I think a schemne onght to be de-
vised, as a scheme has been devised, to give
them a fairer representation. I say the sys-
tem under which we now live is inadequate

Representation [MARCK 19, 1877.]
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to the purposes of the age, the complicated
interests of society, the various views enter-
tained by various sections of people, the
enormous divergency which exists, the fact
that you cannot accurately or reasouably
approximate at the polls by the return of
nembers to Parlianent. These considera-

ations are sufficient to condemn the existing
system and send us on a search for a better.
'rhat better eau I believe be found, and, if it
is reserved for this Province or this Dominion
to set the example of finding it, a great benefit
will be conferred by us on the cause of free-
dom throughout the world. I believe that
Mr. Hare's system or some modification of it,
a system by which each voter may vote for
any one he pleases, and give his vote, should
it not be required for his first choite, to
second, third oi fourth candidates in the order
of his preference, would result in the return,
by unanimous constituencies, of men having
the confidence of those constituencies and of
just so many men on each side as the strength
of that aide at the polls would jpastify. We
shall have to settle, before long, the question
of the parliamentary system of the future.
As the late Prince Consort said some years
ago, parliamentary systems are on their trial.

When we provide a plan by which every man
shall be represented, by which each side of
oplnion shall be represented in poportion to
its strength, we shall have avoide the diffi-
culties which result from the artificial divi-
eions which we make, and which render the
expression of opinion by the returns essen-
tially different from that shown at the polls."

This unreserved endorsation of the
justice of the principle he (Mr. Devlin)
was endeavouring to impress upon the
House-this lucid and candid expres-
sion of opinion in favour of the right
of minorities to proportional represen-
tation by so wise, so prudent and so far-
seeing a statesman as the hon. the
Minister of Justice-must be taken as a
deliberate and solemn protest on his
part against the present one-sided sys-
tem of electing representatives. Most
heartily did he concur with that hon.
gentleman in saying that, when the
Dominion replaced it by a better
system, by one that would strike
off the legal shackles which cramped
political thought and fettered poli-
tical action, giving to every elector
in the Dominion the right to
vote for the person whom he
might think best qualified to represont
his interest-when this needful and
happy change should have taken place,
then, indeed, our Dominion might
triumphantly point to her example as a
brilliant advance in the science of Gov-
ernment-then might she proudly

Mr. DRVLIN.

and confidently assert that by her
action she had conferred inestimable
benefit on the cause of freedom through-
out the world. It was proper, however,
that he (Mr. Devlin) should bore re-
mark that the policy thus propounded
by the bon. the Minister of Justice was
not allowed to pass unchallenged. Its
wisdom was questioned, the necessity
for its adoption denied, and its adapta-
bility to the end in view declared un-
suitable and impracticable, and why ?
Because, said the opponents of the
scheme, minorities were represented
and had always been represented, and,
in this way, if Liberalism was trium-
phant in one constituency, Conserva-
tism was victorions in another, and
thus were things equalized, and minor-
ities represented. It required a very
brief examination of the grounds upon
which this defence of our electoral law
rested to prove conclusively that the
argument urged in support of it was as
untenable as it was dangerous in prin-
ciple. As a matter of fact, it was not
true that the opinions suppressed by
the electoral voice at one place were
expressed in those of another. It had
been truly said by Mr. Hare that the
separation of parties according to
localities did not even approach com-
pleteness, and that the number of
localities in which any given opinions
prevailed was not proportioned to the
general prevalence of these opinions.
A distinguisbed writer, replying
through the Edinburgh Review to
these objections, said:

"It is this supposed system of balances
and counter-balances, which is the igt

fatuus of the politicians of this century and
the source of wranglings and jealousies
without end. It recedes as they pursue it,
and no sooner do they imagine that its
elements are cauglit and fixed upon their
canvas, than they are gone like a dissolving
vicw."

To contend, therefore, that, although
the opiniôns and sympathies Of a
minorfty were set at defiance in one
place, it was a sufficient justification
for this state of things that persons
whose opinions corresponded with
those of that minority might form a
majority in somie other place, and that
they thon succeeded in suppressilg
the voices of those whose opinions were
in harmony with the victorious party
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elsewhere was to set up one great
evil as a compensation for another.

" Can it," said the reviewer, " be serious-
ly argued that to balance one great mischief
against another is as well and as safe a mode
of proceeding as an honest endeavour to
avert both."

If so, political action, instead of
being the result of a steady and legiti-
mate adoption of means to an end, was
converted into a game of chance, of
speculation, in which the failure on
one card was to be compensated by
success on another. In 1870, when the
general question of representation was
before the United States House of
Representatives, Mr. Marshall, of
Illinois, a gentleman of great distinc-
tion, speaking of the rights of minori-
ties to proportional representation,
made these remarks:-

"It is sometimes said that the man who is
elected is the representative of the entire peo-
ple of his district This ie an absurdity; he
is not in any proper sense the representative
of the elector who voted against him, but his
antagonist. He is antagonistic to him in
principle, in purpose and in his ideas, in
regard to the mode in which the Government
is to be administered. Under the present
system, the minority cannot in any just
sense be said to have any representatfon at
all. They may go to the polls, it is true,
but nine times out of ten it is a mere mock-
ery, and they vote, knowing that their votes
will give them no voice in the enactment of
the laws by which they are to be governed."

This, he maintained, was an indis-
putable truth, and applied with as much
truth to Canada as it did to the United
States. In fact, every one knew that,
as between a Liberal and his Conserv-
ative constituents, and as between a
Conservative and bis Liberal constitu-
ents, there was no such political re-
lationship as should exist between a
representative and bis constituents. In
the United States, where this question
had been considered by some of the
brightest minds of that great country,
a table was recently made, showing the
lumber of voters represented and un-
rcpresented in the 40th, 41st, and 42nd
Congress, which showed the following
astonishing result : Of the voters repre-
Sented in the 40th Congress, there were
,335,617; unrepresented, 1,669.956.

Divided into parties, there were un-
represented, 1,242,115 Democrats, and
427,841 Republicans; the result being
that the Republicans elected 141 mem-

bers, and the Democrats only 49. In
the 41st Congress the numiber of voters
represented was 3,524,335; unrepre-
sented, 2,552,078. Of those without
representation there were 820,827 Re-
publicans, and 1,731,254 Democrats;
which enabled the former to elect 159
members, and the latter 83. There
was about the same proportion in the
42nd Congress, thus showing that 58
per cent. of the voters secured ail the
representation, and 42 per cent. none.
For every 100, therefore, who ap-
proached the poil, 60 secured the bene-
fit of the suffrage, and 40 bad none
whatever. Mr. Garfield, speaking in
the House of Representatives on this
subject, said that, to bis mind, the weak
point in a representative Government,
as now organized and administered,
was tbat it permanently disfranchised
a large number of voters.

" Take," he said, " my own constituency.
I have seldom been returned by less than
9,000 majority. There are 10,000 Democrats
in my district who have been voting there for
the last forty years without any more hope
of returning a member to the floor of Con.
gress than of returning one to the Commons
of Great Britain."

He would now consider how the
electorai law worked in England. Mr..
Hare stated that in the general election
of 1852 in England the aggregate
number of votes polled by the majori-
ties where the seats were contested was
291,118, while the minority polled
199,994. These figures, Mr. Hare said,
might with sufficient accuracy be
taken as represented by three to two,
and, if the same calculation was ex-
tended to the whole constituencies and
taken as expressing the silent and
suppressed differences of opinion where
no contest was attempted, it would
appear that 500,000 electors were not
represented except by a fiction of law.
Thus, in England, as in the United
States, no less than 42 per cent. of the
electors were unrepresented. Referring
to this fact, Mr. John Stuart Mill, in
bis book on "IRepresentative Govern-
ment," said

i Is it not a very great grievance that in
every Parliament a very numerous portion
of the electors, anxious and willing to be
represented, have no member in the House
fIr whom they have voted."

He (Mr. Devlin) was glad to say,
however, that since that time the
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principle of minority representation
had been acknowledged and incor-

orated into the English Constitution.
In July, 1867, a ]Re form BiIl being then
before the House of Commons, it was
moved by Mr. Lowe, as an amend-
ment:

" That at any contested election for any
county or borough represented by more than
two members, and having more than one
seat vacant, every voter shall be entitled to
a tinber of votes e ual to the number of
candidates to be electd, and may give them
all to one or distribute thein ainong the can-
didates as he sees fit."

This amendment was lost, 173 vot-
ing for it, and "14 against it. When
this Reform Bill came before the
Hiouse of Lords for consideration, Lord
Cairns moved an amendmient to the
effect that in every county or borough
represented by three members no per-
son should be allowed to vote for more
than two candidates. This amendment
gave rise to an animated and interest-
ing discussion. It was supported by
Lord John Russell, Earl Spencer, Earl
Stanhope, Earl Cowper, Lord Carnar-
von, the Earl of Shrewsbury, and Vis-
count Stratford de Redcliffe, and was
carried by 142 against 51. In the
House of Commons, notwithstanding
the adverse vote upon Mr. Lowe's
motion, it was carried by a majority
Of 49, the vote standing 253 against
204. On that occasion the Right Hon.
Mr. Lowe said:

" There is a sort of worship of the major-
ity which, after all, is a mere political
superstition. The idea of true representa-
tion is to leave ne part of the constituency
unrepresented, and if you can find the means,
-or if the means eau be found for increasing
the number of members, and then adapting
the system to that increase so as not to dis-
franchise the minority, but give some repre-
sentation to the whole constituency; then,
so far from regarding that as an innovation
upon the Constitution, I think we ought to
bail it as an advanee in the science of

eGovernnent."

The London Times, commenting on
the amendment, stated:

" The idea of modifying our electoral
machinery so as to secure, in constituencies
represented by three members, the propor-
tionate representation of both the great
divisions of party is working its way by its
own inherent justice. Everywhere it bas
been confessed that the adoption in one foan
or another of the cumulative principle of
Yoting was essential to iaintain the charac-

Mr. DEVLIN.

ter of our institutions, and that measure alone
could re-distribute the electoral power which
all prescient statesmen regard as being the
inevitable remult of our Representative
Government. Time will establish the true
principle more and more firmly in the judg-
ment of the nation, and those who fight
against it fight against light."

Subsequently, in the Sessioeis of
1870-1871, a most strenuous effort was
made to repeal the clause in the Bill -
but, so far from the attempt proving
successful, the principle received
a further extension, by the introduc-
tion of cumulative voting in the elec-
tion of School Boards; " which," said
the Minister of Justice, in his ever-
memorable Aurora speech, "resulted
in the election of a dignified Parlia-
ment, which may vie with the Parlia-
ment of the Empire in ability, in pro-
portion to its numbers." Thus had the
principle of minority representation
been ratified and confirmed in England;
and, as he thought he had shown,
sanctioned by authority, which had the
highest dignity. It was only necessary
that he should further remark, in con
nection with the action whioh England
had taken on this subject, that the sup-
porters of the scheme had been rully
satisfied with the results of the elections
which had taken place under the
amended law; for, as the Times had
well said : '' The principle of minority
representation is working its way by
its own inherent justice," thus demon-
strating to the nations of the world
" that those who fight against it fight
against liLht." England, however, had
not been the first country to recognize
the principle of minority representa-
tion. That honour belonged to Nor-
way, for he found, on reading up this
subject, that a very distinct plan
of minority or proportional representa-
tion was contained in her systei,
dating as far back as 1814. Next
in the order of procedence came
Denmark, followed by legislative
adaptations of the principle, to a
greater or less extent, in-as he had
shown - England, Switzerland, and
several States of the American Union;
and, even where minority representa-
tion had not beoome law, it had, never-
theless, received the greatest attention,
as for instance in France, Germany and
Italy. He would call the attention of
the Louse to an election held in Illinois>
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which showed, beyond doubt, the
practicability of the scheme, and its
advantages; and he thonght that, if
lion. members would reflect upon the
question, they would see that it was
one of those measures that must tend
to promote the prosperity of the
country in which it was enforced. In
Illinois the principle of minority
representation had been subjected to a
practical test. The cumulative system
of votinghad been adopted and incorpor-
ated into the constitution of this State,
giving to every voter the right to cast
as many votes for one candidate as
there were representatives to be elected,
or to distribute tbem among the candi-
dates, if the voter preferred that course.
If three members were to be elected,
he could give all his three votes to one
candidate, or divide them as he desired.
At an election held in 1872, under this
system, the number of representatives
to be elected was 153; and, if each
party were to be properly represented
in the House, there would have been
85 of a Republican majority, and 68 of a
Democratic minority. The Republicans
caTied 33 districts, and, under the
old system,would have had 99 members,
and the Democrats carried only 13
districts, and would have had 54 mem-
bers. The result was thus described
in the Cincinnati Gazette:-

"For the first time in the history of poli-
tical organizations each party is represented
frQm every portion of the State, and the aggre-
gate representation is exactly in proportion
to the namerical strength of each ; thus the
Republicans have elected 86 members, and
the Democrats 67. la seven districts in
which there were 58,335 voter@, 18,420 were
unrepresented under the old system, while,
iider the new system, 1,128 were. alone un-
represented."

The Chicago Times commenting on
the election, stated:

"Such prartical demonstrations of the
eminent justice of proportionate representa-
tiOn in its natural results speak more con-
Vincingly in its favour than whole volumes
would do.".

The Chicago Daily Tribune, in con-
eluding an article eulogizing the sys-
tem, stated: " The principle of min-
Ority representation has been fully
vindic:ted "; to which the Worldadded:
" We nay expect to see a principle
Which bas given so much and such
general satisfaction incoiporated into

the various State constitutions." In
the Parliament of New South Wales a
Bill was brought before the Legisla-
tive Council in 1862, adopting the
principle of minority representation
in the Upper House. It was referred
to a Select Committee, which reported
unanimously in its favour; and he
should take the liberty, even at [the
risk of wearying members, to read a
few extracts from the report because
it explained the modus operandi of the
measure, and indicated the advantages
which, in the judgment of the Com-
mittee, were likely to flow from the
adoption of it. The report stated:

" As respects the mode of voting, your
Committee have given much consideration
to the plan now commonly known as that of
Mr. fare, and which has lately attracted
considerable notice among leading political
writers in Europe. Its leading teature is the
represeutation of all the electors in the pro-
portion of the numbers of their respective
parties and sections, instead of the represen-
tation of lhe majorities prevailing in eack
local electorate. while leaving the defeated
minorities wholly without representation.
Under the present system, if one interest or
prejudice be prevalent in a majority of the
electors in twenty constituencies, twenty
members may be elected to represent those
majorities, although the minorities may,
col ectively, amount to a figure not far ehort
of the successful majorities. A difference
of one vote in each electorate might deter-
mine the election, a -d twenty votes might
thus determine the fate of twenty elections,
thus leaving thousands of electors forming
the minorities without a single representa-
tive. This is doubtless an extreme supposi-
tion, but the merits of any system may
fairly be illustrated by what it tends to when
carried out to its utmost longth. The systeni
of Mr. Hare provides a remnedy, and, while it
renders this injustice to ninorities impossi-
ble, it equally maintains the just rights of
majorities. It establishes a true representa-
tion of the whole society, with its various
interests and opinions represented in due
proportion and the manner in which
this is effected is extremely simple. Sup-
posing the number of voters to be 30,000,
and the number of members to be thirty,
each 1,000 votera, called a quota, is con-
sidered to be entitled to one niember.
Instead of a local electorate inhabited by
1,000 electors of divided opinions, and com-
prising a minority which is outvoted in that
particular electorate and left wholly with-
out representation in the Legislature, each
member's constitnency will consist of 1,000
electors coinciding in the choice of a repre-
sentative irrespective of their places of resi-
dence. For this purpose, the whole Colony
will form a single electorate, the electoral
districts of the Assembly being adopted
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solely for the purpose of more conveniently
making up the roll and polling the votes.
Each elector can thus ensure the return of at
least one candidate by associating himself
with a sutficient number of tellow-electors,
wherever resident, to form a quota. But if the
vote of each were limited to the naming of the
one candidate lie prefers above all others, it is
evident that more than the quota would often
concur in the choice of a popular candidate,
and thus lead to a loss of the votes over
and above the required number. To prevent
this, each voter is entitled to name several
candidates in the order of preference, so that,
it the vote be not required for the first on the
list, it is counted for the second, and if it is
not required for the second, then for the
third, and so cn, to ensure its being made,
ultimately,contri butory to the election of sorne
candidate of his choice."

The Committee concluded its report
in these words -

" The idea of 'epresentative Government
in the writings of statesman has long'been the
representation of classes or interests in due
proportion, so as to render the legislation the
true epitome of the political opinions of
society. Hitherto, nothing but an approxi-
mation to this idea has appeared possible,
and Mr. Hare's system, for the first time,
proposes to inake it a reality."

The Bill thus reported passed the Up-
per fouse and received two readings
in the Lower House, but, the Ministry
having resigned before the third read-
ing could be obtained, the measure fell
to the ground. He might remark in
concluding this branch of the subject,
that in the Parliament of Victoria an
attempt was also made to amend the
electoral law in the same direction.
The moasure was warmly supported by
the Attorney-General of the day and
others, but it was defeated becanse it
was confined to a few districts instead
of being intended for the whole colony.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the chair.

After Rscss.
Mr. DEVLIN said that, having

spoken so much of the progress of
minority representation in other
countries, ho would now beg the
indulgence of the House for g few
Moments longer, while ho tried to
prosent the question from a strictly
Canadian point of view, and endea-
voured to show the political statue of
minorities in the Dominion of Canada;
and, for this purpose, ho would ask:

Mr. DEVLIN.

Was our electoral system more perfect
than that of our neighbours upon the
other side of the line, or more just and
equitable in its recognition of minority
rights than tho representative systems
which prevailed in the countries
referred to ? To that question he
unhesitatingly answered that, in his
opinion, our system was productive of
as great, if not greater, injustice than
the worst of them; and, under its
operation, minorities need never hope
for representation, proportionately or
otherwise. This, he admitted, was
a bold and, apparently, a somewhat
audacious statement; but it was capa-
ble of verification by any person who
would take the trouble to examine
carefully the foundation upon which
our electoral mode of procedure rested,
and by any person who took sufficient
interest in the matter to consider
attentively the monstrous inequalities
that marked the boundaries of the
several constituencies into which the
Dominion was told off. Take, for
example, Montreal Centre. Its popu-
lation exceeded 30,000, and its regis-
tered number of voters exceeded 6,000.
It was the chief seat of the ma2nufac-
turing industries, as well as of the trade
and commerce of the country; and yet
Montreal Centre, with all the great
interests it had at stake, was entitled
to send only one member to the noor
of this House; while that spoilt child,
British Columbia, with a total popula-
tion of 10,607, sent six members; and
Manitoba, with a population of 11,058,
sent four members.

Mr. SCHULTZ: I rise to a point of
order. Manitoba has a population of
35,000.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point
of order.

Mr. DEVLIN said he did not inelade
the Indians. Both of those Provinces
only had a population of21,665, and had
ton representatives, while Montreal
Centre, with a population of30,000,olY
had one representative. Thus, upon any
question affecting the prosperity f
Montreal Centre, that constituency
might Iind itself outvoted by the re-
presentatives of British Columbia and
Kanitoba, who could bring an infiuene
to the support or defeat of any measure
before the House ton times greater
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than could be exercised by Montreal
Centre. le could, of course, refer to
many other constituencies where the
electoral inequality was as strikingly
great, but he had preferred to speak of
Montreal Centre because be could do
so more confidently than he could of
any other constituency. Indeed, it
might be truly said of all our electoral
divisions tbat they were rude and reck-
less contrivances, evidently planned
and apportioned without any just
regard to the strength of their popula-
tion or the number of their voters.
Therefore, he said that, under our
electoral system, we could have
nothing approaching to a state of true
representation. Most certainly British
Columbia and Manitoba had no reason
te complain of the want of minority
representation, but ho did not want it
inferred from these remarks that he
envied the full enjoyment of the power
which the members from those Pro-
vinces were entrusted with. le hoped
they would use it with wisdom,
moderation and discretion, and what
he had said was dictated solely by an
honest desire to exhibit to the House,
.and through it to the country, the
unevenness and the injustice of our
electoral system, and hence the abso-
lute necessity of a radical change in
the law governing the election of its
parliamentary representatives. But
he would refer to the position of the
minorities in the other Provinces of
the Dominion. He had taken the
elections of 1867, 1872 and 1874 for the
purpose of ascertaining how the major-
ities and the minorities stood towards
each other. He found that, in 1867,
there were 137 constituencies contested.
The aggregate number of votes polled
by the successful candidates was
151,745, and the minority polled
110,009 votes, without, however, being
able to return a single member. In
1872, there were 148 constituencies
eontested. In that election, the
najority polled 174.346 votes, while

the minority pelled 128.007 votes,
Without, however, being able to return
a single momber. In 1874, there were
152 Constituencies contested, and there
were 176,900 majority votes and
130,765 minority votes. The total
.majority votes polled were 502,991,
While the minority votes were 368,783;

in other words,368,000 persons recorded
their votes in three elections without
being able to return a single member.
Was that right? Was a law which
excluded so large a number of the
electors of this country from represen-
tation one that ought to be maintained
on the Statute-book ? But the oppo-
nents of the scheme he proposed would
say: " What matters it that 500,000
of the electors were represented while
368,000 were not represented at all ?
What matters it that 56 per cent. of the
electors were represented and 44 per
cent. did not have one representative ?
Why complain that two out of every
five electors were disfranchised, as
they were, indirectly, under our
present system ? " For, it would be
said here that the rule of the majority
must govern, aud it was the duty of
the minority to yield. But, in reply,
he would quote John Stuart Mill. Mr.
Mill said:-

"Does it follow that the minority should
have no representatives at all ? Because the
majority ought to prevail over the minority,
must the majority have all the votes, the min-
ority none? Is it necessary that the minority
*hould not even be heard ? Nothing but
habit and old associations can reconcile any
reasonable being to the neediess injustice. In
a really equal Democracy every or any sec-
tion would be represent Dot disproportion-
ately but proportionately. A majority of the
electors would always have a malority of the
representives, but a minority of the electors
would always have a minority of the
representatives. Man for man they would
be as fully represented as the majority, and
unless they are there is not equal govern-
ment, but a government of inequalty and
privilege. One part of the people rule over
the rest, leaving a part whose fair and equal
share in the representation is withl eld from
them, contrary to all just government."

And such was the'humiliating posi-
tion in which the minority of this
Dominion found themselves placed
to-day. Without any representation
in the law-making body, and virtually
deprived of any voice in the Govern-
ment of the country, they were, as
the Minister of Justice said, helpless
and hopeless, perhaps not victims but
subjects of the majority. The oppres-
sion of the minority under our elec-
toral system was strikingly apparent
everywhere. but nowhere more than
in the leading Province of Ontario.
According to the last census, the
population of Ontario was 1,620,851,
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the elements of which might be sum-
marized as follows:-English, 439,429,
represented by twenty-four members all
English and all Protestants; Irish
Protestants, 285,280, represented by
twelve members all Irish Protestants ;
Scotch, 328,829, represented by forty-
two members, all Scotch, and all Pro-
testants with one exception, the hon.
member for Cornwall. le disliked
very much mentioning the word
"Protestant" in a discussion of this
kind, but hon. gentlemen would see
in a moment that ho had reason for so
doing. Of French-Canadians, there
were 15,383, represented by one
member, a French-Canadian and
a Catholic. Of unnamed nation-
alities, there were 217,708, repre-
sented by, he presumed, the six
members who, he noticed, were not
credited with any particular creed or
nationality and by the three others,
two of whom were set down as of Ger-
man extraction and the third as of the
United States. The same census
stated that there was an Irish Catholic
population in Ontario of 200,000.
How many representatives of their
ereed and nationality had they got in
this House elected from Ontario ?

Mr. DYMOND: Eighty-eight.
Mr. DEVLIN: The answer, I grieve

to say, is-not one; and why not one?
Mr. WHITE (East Hastings): Be-

cause the majority of the Irish Roman
Catholics vote for Scotchmen.

Mr. DEVLIN said it was about time
they commenced to vote for themselves.
Could any good and valid reason be
given for their total exclusion from par-
ticipation in the Government of this
country ? He asked hon. members to
refdect upon the position in which this
large body of their fellow-citizens was
placed. Let them place themselves in
thei-position. Whatwould they think
if the Scotch or the English had no
representation in this House? They
would not submit to it, and thore was
no reason why the Irish Catholics
should be placed in an inferior position.
Had they cast of their allegiance?
liad they committed treason against
the State, that they should be treated
as an outlawed class, denied the privi-
leges of the Constitution, compelled to
wear the badge oi inferiority, and

Mr. DIVLLN.

forced to submit to political degrada-
tion, for that was what it amounted to,
when they saw eighty-eight members
from the Province of Ontario in this.
House and not one Irish Catholie
member. What was the cause of this?
Was it due to the law? lNo doubt it
was to a certain extent, and to a very
great extent, due to this cause, but it
was not wholly so. His opinion was
that the indifference of the leaders of
both the great parties which divided
this country into what might be styled
two hostile camps had contributed to
the proscription of the Irish Catholie
people in Ontario to a great extent;

bcause ho could not believe that they
would be as they were to day, and as
they had been for many years, in a
state of political bondage, if the leaders
of the Reform and Conservative par-
ties, the men who directed public affairs
in this country, made a serions effort
to secure for therm some representation
in the Councils of the country. But
he unhesitatingly asserted on the
floor of this House of Commons
tbat, as the law now stood and
was taken advantage of, the door of
the Chamber might be labelled with
these words:-"JNo Irish Caf holic from
Ontario can enter here." This was
regarded as an intolerable grievance
and one that demanded an immediate
and effective remedy ; and no one need
feel surprised if, at the next general
election, which was not far distant, the
entire strength and influence of the
Irish Catholic body in this Dominion
should be found arrayed against the
party,whether Reform or Conservative,
which refused them a fair and reason-
able share in the representation of the
country, and refused to place them, in
this respect, upon an equality with the
rest of their fellow-citizens. Let him
for a moment invite attention to the
marked difference between Ontario and
Quebec in this matter of representation.
The population of the Province of
Quebec, according to the last census,
was 1,196,115. of that number,
1,019,850 were Catholics and 171,000
were Protestants. Quebec was rprep-
sented in this Louse by sixty-five mem'
bers, thirteen of whom were Protes-
tants, one of thom a member of the
Ministry,-the hon. the Postmaster-
General. And let it be observed thattheY
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were elected by constituencies in many
of which the Catholics had a majority of
the vote. If, therefore, the example
of Quebec were more closely followed,
if her liberal and enlightened policy in
this matter were more generally adopt-
ed, 500,000 Irish Catholics, whose
hearts and homes and interests were
fixed in this Dominion, would not find
themselves to-day with onily seven re.
p resentatives on the floor of this House.
f the minority of which he spoke had

its fair share of representation, if it had
its fair weight and influence upon the
floor of this Ilouse, it would occupy a
very different position. A few days
ago, lie heard that a deputation waited
upon the hon. the Premier, asking for
increased representation in the Cabinet;
but it was impossible. This Govern-
ment had given as much representation
in that way as the late Government
had given ; as much as could be expect-
ed with the number found in this House.
They had one representative, and that
was all they ever had, and all they
ever would have, until they increased
their representation in the House of
Commons. He must say, however,
that, if they were to have only one
member in the Cabinet, and he thought
they could not expect more, his
opinion was that that member ought
to have a seat on the floor of this
Ilouse, and not of the Upper House.
He contended that here, where the
wants of the people were made known,
where their grievances were redressed,
or ought to be if they were not; here,
where their voice commanded atten-
tion and found expression, should, in
his humble judgment, the Irish Catholic
Minister be found to take his stand, if
he sincerely desired to advance the
iliterests of bis co-religionists in this
Dominion. He asked this House, he
would appeal to its wisdom and
patriotism, to regard this question not
from a party, but from a national
point of view, and he trusted that hon.
gentlemen• who might perhaps feel
that be ought not to have introduced
the religios question into this discus-
sion would do him the justice to
admit that the question which he had
briefly brodght under the notice of the
House was the subject of discussion
through the country, and that ventil-
ating it here, in the brief manner lie had

attempted, might be productive of
beneficial results. He would conclude
by saying that our Dominion was
young, full of hope, full of promise,
and full of vigour, possessing advan-
tages which no other country, perhaps,
could equal. Let it then be their duty
to show their appreciation of the
blessings which the bountiful hand of
Providence had conferred upon them,
by dealing out equal, even-handed,
impartial justice to all creeds and
classes that might dwell within the
borders of the Dominion.

Mr. DYMOND said he was not one
of those who would be at all disposed
to discourage the introduction to the
consideration of this House of such
topics as the one which the hon. gen-
tleman had discussed so ably; in fact,
they must all feel grateful to the hon.
member for the great care and attention
he had brought to bear upon this subject,
and the clear and lucid manner in
which he had laid his arguments before
them. He should be glad if lie could
allude to that speech in terms of un-
mixed praise; it had but one blemish
-one, he thought, which must have
struck somewhat painfully most of
those who observed it. He had hoped
that his hon. friend would have dis-
cussed the question in the spirit of a
philosopher, ms John Stuart Mill might
have discussed it, and did very ably
discuss it on the floor of the British
House of Commons. He regretted the
hon. gentleman had thought it neces-
sary to introduce a sectional and sec-
tarian element into the controversy.
Hie repudiated utterly the opinion that
the representation of the people in that
flouse was to be founded on old world
nationalities. He supposed he (Mr.
Dymond) was the latest importation
from the old country within the walls
of that Chamber, but he should be
ashamed to come there and pretend to
speak or vote in the House of Com-
mons of Canada simply as an English-
man. His hon.friend seemed to imagine
not merely that theie should be a
representation of political minorities,
but a representation of national minori-
ties, that the Irish Catholics should
have a certain number of members, the
Scotch Protestants a certain number,
the Englishmen a certain number, and
so on through the whole tale. If they
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were for one moment to deal with
the political issues which came be-
fore them in that sense, they would,
in an attempt to obtain what the
hon. gentleman called justice, simply
realize a confusion worse confounded.
He denied altogether that the Irish
Catholics of Ontaro were unrepresent-
ed here. Let him appeal to gentlemen
on both sides of the House. Whose
vote was it they tried hardest to obtain
when an eléction was coming on?
Whom was it they charged each other
with especially trying to conciliate ?
Ie was afi aid that sometimes even
their strong political convictions gave
way to an earnest desire that they
night win the favour of the Catholics

of Ontario. Some of his (Mr. Dymond's)
warmest supporters were Irish
Catholics, and he was not sure if his
hon. friend, with all his ability, and
Irish nationality to boot, were to enter
the field against hi m, that he could not
carry off their vote, even against the
member for Montreal Centre. Dis-
.cussing this question in a perfectly im-
partial sense, not attempting to dog-

natize upon it, reserving to himself
the right to be convinced at any future
time by the arguments of his hon.
friend or any one else, he thought
there was a fallacy underlying the
argument and position of those who
had advocated the views the hon. gen-
tleman had expressed, both in Englan:1
and in this country. They were aware
that, both there and here, some of the
.ablest minds had agreed in the opinion
which the hon. gentleman had ex-
pressed, and he (Mr. Dymond) once
had the honour, in the old country, of
warmly supporting at least one can-
didate who was a warm advocate of
the minority vote-Mr. Thomas
Hughes, better known as an author as
"Tom Brown,"-and they could dis-
.cuss such a question without being
bound, for all time to come, by the
opinions they might express to-day. He
thought his hon. friend did not quite
realize the character in which he and
other members of this House stood in
their position as representatives of the
people. He seemed to regard a
member of Parliament as a mere
.delegate, sent by a certain section of
the community, to speak in its name
and vote in its behalf on the floor of

Mr. DruoxD.

Parliament. But, just as he (Mr.
Dymond) claimed to represent a
Roman Catholie population, so far as it
existed in his constituency, just as his
hon. friend from Montreal Centre
desired, he was sure, to represent every
Protestant in Quebec and Ontario, they
were all here, not as the representa-
tives of the mere constituoncies from
which they came, but as the represen.
tatives of the whole country. His hon.
friend ought to remember that it was
their duty to study the interests of
British Columbia or Prince Edward
Island as closely as they studied those
of Ontario or Quebec. If they looked
at the legislation which took place in
the House of Commons, did they find,
as a rule, any great division of opinion ?
Did they always find men divided into
two hostile forces ? Let them take the
political measures passed since the
present Parliament assembled in 1874.
Was there any great difference of
opinion about the Election Law, the
Controverted Elections Act, the
S>1preme Court Act, or as to the prin-
ciple of the Canadian Pacifie Railway
Bill which was passed in that year?
There had been, it was true, differences
of opinion about an Insolvency Law;
but, even there, parties were broken
up, and Conservatives and Reformers
voted together on a common platform.
There were, in fact, no hard and fast
linos in politics in this country. They
were not divided into two hostile
camps, with Reformers on one side and
Conservatives on the other, by a line
which neither could pass over. Ihere
was a great political element in this
country, which was neither absolutelY
Conservative nor Reform, which flue-
tuated from side to side, which voted
for the man it liked best or the Govern-
ment which gave it the best measulres.
On the hon. gentleman's proposition,
they ought to have some men
representing Conservatives, other
men representing Reformers, and
men representing those who had nO
political opinions at all. That would
be the mode by which, logically and
exaetly, they were to arrive at the
proposition which he laid before them.
Ie did not think, taking practical eX-
perience as a guide, that any party had
any special reason to complain. ssaim-
ing for a moment that they did form
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two political parties, of the position it
had occupied in this House during ,he
period since Confederation. It was
true that, taking the numbers of the
vote, bringing everything down to
figures, a certain number of electors
seemed to be unrepresented, and a cer-
tain number to be over-represented,
but at two general elections certainly,
where the Ministers of the day
were returned with large majori-
tics to support them, those of 1867
and 1874, the result was probably
a fair and just expression of the gen-
eral opinion of the country at the time.
It was true that changes took place
between 1867 and the general election
which next succeeded. It was equally
true hon. gentlemen opposite claimed
that certain changes had taken
place since the general election of
1874. Was that to he regretted ? Not
at all. It was a faet that, when one
party was in a minority, it had to exer-
cise a greater degree of political vigi-
lance; that it had to educate itseif up to
a point which the majority previously
had attained; and this was, he ventured
to say, one of the merits and excel-
lencies of our political system. He did
not want to see tho representation of
the country neutralized by those fine
and delicate adjustments. In a system
of responsible government, it was well
that the Ministry in power should be
sustained by a large majority. It
would be impossible, under our system,
for any Government to carry on the
business of the Ad ministration success-
fully unless sustained by a considerable
majority in that House. His hon.
friend from Montreal Centre had
alluded to the minority system in Eng-
land. In 1868 he (Mr. Dymond) had
an opportunity of witnessing the prac-
tical working of that system. Hon.
gentlemen would probably be aware
that it prevailed in England to a very
lilmited extent. There were a few con-
stituencies only in which elections were
conducted on that principle under
the Reform Bill introduced by the
Conservative Govern ment in 1867. It
Was true that the cumulative system
had since been introduced in the case,
Of school board elections, but the
Purpose for which those elections
took place was totally different from
Political contests, and he did not think

the two cases could be regarded as by
any means parallel. What happened
in the city of London in 1868? That
city returned four members, usually
Liberals. The Reform Bill of 1867
gave every elector the privilege of
voting for three persons only, but such
was the majority of the Liberal party
in London at that time that they were
able to elect three Liberals, aithough
two Conservatives were in the field.
The fourth muan, the late Baron
Rothsehild, was defeated by a small ma-
jority. A tew months afterwards, how-
ever, the Conservative member died;
there was another election, and Baron
Rothschild was returned by acclama-
tion, the ninority principle thus
breaking down; and similar resuits
were liable to take place in any other
constituency where there was a mino-
rity vote. He did not think the repre-
sentation of Great Britain was affected
by more than one or two members
owing to the adoption of this minority
systein. But suppose the system was
in vogue here; Montreal, instead of
being divided i nto three constituencies,
would form oie large constituency
returning three members, each elector
being entitled to vote for two candi-
dates. Suppose his hon. friend was
the third successful candidate-the
Liberal or Reform candidate-the other
two being Conservatives. Whenr the
readjustment of the Cabinet to which
his hon. friend had alluded took place,
no doubt he would be invited to take
a seat on the Ministerial bouches.
The consequence would be that he
would have to vacate his set, and
theù, instead of being re-electod, he
would be defeated, because the Con-
servatives, having a majority in the
whole city, would elect their candi-
date and defeat his aspirations. He
believed that the remedy for inequa-
lities in the representation would be
found not by an exact and complicated
system, but by an approximately just
and simple arrangement similar to the
one at present prevailing in Canada,
only carried out with, porhaps, more
care as to the adjustment of the
electoral vote in the constituencies.
By having constituencies of moderate
size, each returning one represonta-
tive, they obtained, when the general
election came, what they wanted,
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not, it was true, an exact representa-
tion of a party vote, but an expres-
sion of the general voice of the whole
country, even1 supposing it happenod
that the moiety did not obtain a
fair representation in any one Parlia-
ment. Their Parliaments did not
last very long, and, if it were noces-
sary in order to keep pace with
changes in public opinion, they
could be shortened. fis (Mr. Dy-
mond's) own conviction was that, under
the proposition laid before the House
by the hon. member for Montreal
Centre, their system of responsible go-
vernment would be utterly impossible.
He saw the logical difficulty he created
by making that admission. But they
had not to deal with such matters in a
theoretical sense, and could not afford
to be too logical. If they had parties
so evenly balànced, if they were to
create constituencies which were to
be so carefully adjusted that every
man calling himself a Conservative, on
the one side, was to have his represen-
tative, and every Reformer, on the
other, was to have his representative,
the probability was that they would
destroy that which they especially
intended to conserve. They would
preserve some party lines nominally in
the country and destroy them in effect
in the flouse; and the result would be
that, . instead of having responsible
Ministers, supported by majorities in
the Flouse, they would have men com-
pelled, on many occasions, to seek the
support of members on both sides.
The Ministers would become, as in the
United States, simply the adminis-
trators of public affairs, and the great
constitutional experiment they were
now engaged in would prove a iailure.

Mr. CASEY said this was a question
which might be discussed without
entailing any immediate action. It
was well that such questions should be
discussed in the House and the country
fora long time before anydefinite action
should be taken. As the poet said,
ours was a country in which

"Freedoin broadens slowly down
From precedent to precedent."

And, as another distinguished indi-
vidual, a native statesman, remarked,
" Statesmanship should be well dis-
cussed before being crystallized into the

Mr. DyoND.

form of law." This was a subject which
would bear such discussion, and might
some time or other be crystallized
into law. The system referred to by
his hon. friend from Montroal Contre
was based on a theory which was ai-
most universally accepted-that the
people should be consulted about all
questions of legislation. It was, how-
ever, impossible that the people could
be individually consulted about such
matters; therefore. the system of
representatives was introduced. Hon.
members were not sent to the House
as representatives of the whole coun-
try in a vague, indefinito sense, but
because they were supposed to be in
sympathy with some geographical
section of the country or some particu-
lar class, and were returned to Parlia-
ment that they might act as their
constituents would act in regard tQ the
measures under consideration. Still,
he did not say that a representative
was bound to reflect the sympathies
and sentiments of his constituents,
when opposed to the general interest;
lie was bound to take cognizance of
the whole country, but his raison d'être
was his entertaining the views of the
people whom he represented. The
majority must always rule. The cor-
rect system of representation would be
to ascertain the feeling of the majority
of the whole country. As the hon.
member for Montreal had pointed
ont, there were a great imany anoma-
lies in the representation of the coun-
try. At the election of 1874, one
member was returned by a total
vote of 75. In another constituency
2,500 electors voted for a candidate
who was defeated. In ton constituencies
where the miinorities were the largest,
the average was 1,900; in another ten
where the majorities were the smallest,
the average total vote of the successful
candidates was under 400. It would
appear, therefore, that 4,000 electOrI
had ton representatives, while 19,000,
who happened to reside in larger con-
stituencies, were wholly unrepresented.
This arose in a measure from the
geographical or nurnoical inequalitY
of the constituencies; but it did not
follow that, if the constituencies were
equalized in this respect, the evil
would be removed. Taking ten con-
stituencies of almost the saine size in
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the election of 1874, he found that in
seven one party was successful with a
majority of 569, while in the three
others, wbich went with the other
party, the aggregate majority was
2,008, the result being a majority of
four for one party in the House and
of over 1,400 for the other in the
country. Any system based upon
geographical or numerical limita could
not secure a correct settlement of the
difficulty. In cases where there were
more than two parties the matter would
become even more complicated than it
was at present. A candidate did not
necessarily repi osent the opinions of
every member of bis party. le was
the choice of a majority of the party,
the minority-acquiescing more or less
willingly in bis candidature. If bis
party happened to be the majority in
the constituency he was elected, and
the result of the present system was
not to ascertain the total majority of
one party over the other, but to
ascertain what was the balance of
majorities in the different consti-
tuencies throughout the country. A
large minority were undoubtedly
unrepresented. AIl those who voted
for an unsuccessful candidate were
unrepresented. It was not fair to
argue that a minority in one section
were represented by the choice of the
saine party from another section. The
constituents of bis hon. friend from
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson), had he
happened to be defeated at the last
election, would scarcely feel that they
were represented in all religious,
political and national matters by the
successful member for North Hastings
(Mr. Bowell), who was a member
of the same party. This evil
had been experienced in England
as well as in Canada, and various
expedients had been resorted to to
obviate it. The minority system as
introduced there, it must be admitted,
involved many inconveniences; but
the system referred to by the hon.
Inember for Montreal Centre was a
totally different affair. Mr. Hare's
SYtem was that of proportional re-
Presentation ; ho did not claim repre-
sentatives for individual minorities in
different constituencies, but the repre-
Sentation of bodies of electors through-
'nt the country who happened to agree

in their political views. As Mr. Bright
once aptly expressed it, this was a sys
tem which proposed that everybody
should be represented and all such
things as majorities and minorities
should be done away with, and that
the absolute majority of the whole
country pro and con. should be ascer-
tained. W1thin our party linos were
included many smaller divisions-re-
ligious, political, etc. ; and those classes
were at a great loss to obtain propor-
tional representation. Some sich plan
as advocated by Mr. Hare would pro-
bably enable those classes by concerted
action to secure such representation in
the halls of the Legislature. It was no
new idea to speak of class representa-
tion. The principle had been admit-
ted in England. Members were given
to the Universities and constituencies
were arranged in such a manner as to
give representation to certain classes.
Manchester, for instance, was regarded
as representing a certain commercial
class, and it was arranged so that proper
representation should be accorded to
that class. Certain towns in Scotland,
again, were connected together, under
the name of contributory burghs, in
order that a fair representation of the
sentiments of the people might be se-
cured. The first idea of representation
in the British Parliament recognised
this principle. The divisions of Lords,
Commons, Knights of the Sbires and
Knights of the Boroughs were intended
to represent the land-owning, agricul-
tural and commercial classes ofthe coun-
try,and did so fairly enough at that time.
Classeswere now much more cut up than
in those days, and they were not ade-
quately represented. It was to remedy
this state of things that the principle
of preferential voting, which was the
basis of Mr. Hare's system, was brought
forward. He would merely mention
that it enabled the voter to cast bis
vote for the candidate he preferred
above all others, while at the same
time it would be counted for those ho
preferred in a lesser degree if not re-
quired to elect bis first choice. The
machinery for counting votes was so
arranged as to transfer votes from one
candidate to another as required. Per-
haps an illustrtion given by an Amer-
ican author would be the beat that could
possibly be given. Suppose the candi-
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dates were standing together on a larg
plain, and the electors of the country
personally present. They attended ir
groups around their favourite candi
dates. A certain nnmber of votes
were sufficient to elect any one candi
date, and, when this number was
obtained, the remainder attached
themselves to another group and so on
until each candidate came out with an
eqnal or nearly equal body of voters
standing about him, and forming his
constituency. This was the idea aimed
at in the proportional system. Each
member, under its working, would be
sent to the House by a constituenty of
equal size wilh those of all other mem-
bers, and composed of electors who
became his constituents by their own
free act. Not only so, but no resi-
duum of electors would have the
misfortune of not having their votes
counted for any representative, or
at least no large number of them.
He would repeat he was very glad
that the matter bad been brought up.
le hoped that the House in general

would give it every attention, and not
consider it a mere hobby. lie thought
it deserved a great deal more atten-
tion than that would entitle it to, and
lie trusted that the Government would
see their way to allow its discussion in
some such shape,either before the House
or a Committee, as would best encou-
rage it, and induce the country at
large to become interested in it. He
did not profess that bis views in favour
of this system were absolutely unal-
terable. The theory seemed, however,
to, be good. There might be difficul-
ties in the way of applying it to this
country, and these might be greater
than they appeared at first sight. This
question of its practicability was a
proper one for consideration by the
Committee.

M-r. DECOSMOS said the speech of
the hon. member for Montreal Centre
(Mr. Devlin) was in the right direc-
tion. It would attract the attention of
the people of this country, and it
nmight lead to a better representation
of the electors. He hoped that the
system in question would be placed on
our Statute-Look. His hon. friend from
Montreal Centre had reMrred to Bri-
tish Columbia. The hon. member said
le did not wish to offend the British

Mr. Câszy.

Columbia representatives in the House,
but that he merely brought the matter

i forward to show what a large dispro-
portion existed in the representation
of the country. He thought it was
a great act of statesmanship, on the
part of the late Government, in allow-
ing British Columbia six representa-
tives on the floor of the Bouse of
Commons. He did not believe that
British Columbia would have joined
the Union had this concession not
been made; when they considered that,
in a short time, the Province would
have a population of 120,000, they
would arrive at the basis of represen-
tation made when the Act of Union was
arranged. The Province of Quebec
was the key and initial point of our
representative system as he understood
it. A constituency containing 20,000
persons was entitled to send one mem-
ber to the House. The Province of Que-
bec had 65 members, and, although its
population increased, the represen-
tation would never change. When
British Columbia came into the Union,
this was understood. If the railway
had been proceeded with, as was at the
time-in 1873-expected, with the
prestige of the 3ritish name for good
faith, on the supposition that the Cana-
dian people and the people of Great
Britain were one and the same, he be-
lieved that their white population,
instead of being small as it was to-day,
would have been doubled now. -He
could assure the hon. gentleman that
bis statisties with regard to the white
population of British Columbia were
incorrect. He believed they had at
least 15,000 white people, instead of
10,600. The hon. gentleman quoted
figures with reference to his own con-
stituency and his own Province, but it
was to be remembered that, when the
terms of Union were under discussion
in the Province of British Columbia, the
large Customs revenue to be handed
over to the Dominion was considered
a basis for representation. And this,
on the basis of the Customs paid by
th e Eastern Provinces, entitled
them to a population of 120,000.
While the hon. member (Mr. .Devlin)
was speaking, he had turned to
the Trade and Navigation Returns,
and he would show from these
to the hon. gentleman and tO
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the louse the relationship British
Columbia bore with regard to ex-
ports, imports and Customs duties to
the other Provinces. British Columbia
in the year 1875-6 export-d one-eighth
as much as the great Province of
Ontario; one-twelfth as much as the
great Province of Quebec; one-third as
much as the Province of Nova Scotia
with her 400,000 people; one half as
much as New Brunswick, with her
350,000 people; three times as much as
Manitoba, which the hon. member said
had only 11,000 white people, and a
number of Indians; and nearly three
times as much as Prince Edward
Island - long settled - with her
population of 100,000. Her im-
ports to-day were one-twelfth of
those of Ontario ; one twelfth of
those of Quebec; one-third of those of
Nova Scotia; one-half those of New
Brunswick ; nearly double those .of
Manitoba; and more than double those
of Prince Edward Island. The Customs
duties were one-ninth of those of
Ontario; one-twelfth of those of Quebec;
two-fifths of those of Nova Scotia;
very nearly one-half of those of New
Brunswick; twice those of Manitoba;
and two-fifths more than those of Prince
Edward Island. He took it that a
population, exhibiting such industry
and bearing such a relation to the
older Provinces with regard to con-
sumption and payment of duties, was
certainly entitled to much greater con-
sideration than the more numbers of
its people might seem to justify. The
hon. member for Charlotte (Mr.
Gillmor) had made unpleasant al-
lusions to his Province, and he
hoped that hon. gentleman would
bear in mind what he had quoted.
le took this occasion to remind the
House that, within a few years, they
Wight have a population of 120,000;
and he was prepared to predict that,
ten years after the Pacific Railway
Was built and placed in communication
with the railway'system of Ontario
and Quebec, they would export and
import nearly as much as did the
Whole Dominion of Canada to-day.
The history of California proved, most
conclusively, that western people
imaported more, consumed more and
expoited more than any other people,
for their numbers, in the whole world.

The exports of the State of California,
last year, amounted in value to
$35,000,000, exclusive of the gold and
silver crop,which wasworth$93,000,000.
This was an indication of what our
Western Province would do. The hon.
member for North York (Mr. Dymond)
had alluded to the remark made by the
hon. member for Montreal Centre,
with respect to the representation of
Irish Catholics on the floor of the
fouse. He (Mr. DeCosmos) thought
this was a proper subject for the House
to consider; they should endeavour to-
have every class properly represented
in the flouse. If, owing to the manner
in which the country was divided into-
districts, and to the non-repre-
sentation of minorities, certain
classes had no representation in
this Chamber, lie regarded it as a
wrong, and he would cheerfully aid in
securing them proper representation in
any way which was in his power. The
Irish population, now so excluded
in Ontario, were also entitled to that
representation in the Cabinet which
they undoubtedly deserved. No Gov-
ernment could be fairly representative
unless all classes were represented.
Did the hon. member for North York
(Mr. Dymond) wish to imply that
the Roman Catholics in this
country would be of one opinion,
even under the minority system ?
He could easily conceive that
they, as well as other classes, would be
divided in this regard; and conse-
quently, the Government would, under
such a system as now obtained, have
Catholie supporters as well as oppo-
nents. He hoped that the speech of the
hon. member for Montreal Centre
would be circulated from one end of
the country to the other; and that it
would bring about a proper class repre-
sentation on the floor of the House.

Mr. BUNSTER said he wished to
direct the attention of the hon. mem-
ber for Montreal Centre (Mr. Devlin)
to the terms of Union which gave Bri-
tish Columbia three representatives in
the Senate and six in the House of
Commons, such representation to be
increased according to the provisions
of the Act mentioned. He would also
call the attention of the hon. members
from Montreal Centre and Charlotte to
the Pacific Railway clause. If its pro-
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visions had been carried into effect
according to solemn agreement, he was
certain that his Province would to-day
bave been entitled to additional repre-
sentation. They had been treated
in a strange manner by the Govern-
ment of the day. The Carnarvon
terns had not been observed; and,when
defeated in the Senate on the Nanaimo
and Esquimalt- Bill, the Goverument
had not-as they should have done-
sent this Bill up again year after year.
If hon. members would only think of
the injustice doue to British Columbia,
he thought they would refrain from
vilifying it. Hon. members from that
Province had a right to sit on the floor
of the Hlouse, and still they were in-
sulted by the statement that their
Province was over-represented, and the
spoiled child. This would be all very
well before a justice of the peace.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled that the hon.
member was out of order.

Mr. BUNSTER said that, when great
injustice was done them, they could
not do loss than resent it. He thought
they should not be subjeeted to contin-
ual attacks in this connection.

Mr. BLAKE said lie did not think
the motion in its present shape should
be adopted. His hon. friend the mem-
ber for Montreal Centre (Mr. Devlin)
would have observed from the conver-
sation which had taken place in the
.early part of the debate that it was un-
necessary and improper that a Com-
mittee should be struck with the object
of enquiring into a particular plan
or system. He noticed that the form
in which his hon. friend had placed the
motion was such as would not have
.ttracted such favourable attention as
it would under other circumstances.
The motion would be more acceptable
to the House if it called for enquiry,
while it did not commit them to the
proposition that the present system
was unequal and unjust.

Mr: DEVLIN said he was willing to
alter his motion in that respect.

Mr. BLAKE said lie thought it was
less the proper function of a Commit-
tee of this House to enquire into the
merits of a theoretical plan than to
enquire into the practical working of
.existing systems, leaving to individual

Mr. BUNSTmE.

members, and to the public at large
the discussion of the former branch.
It was not his own intention to intro-
duce an amendment, for a reason he
would explain afterwards. Were he
moving a resolution, however, it would
be to ask for the appointment of a
Select Committee to enquire into and
report upon the practical working of
the plans upon which people were now
and of late years represented in Par-
liament in other countries, with the
view of remedying sorre of the alleged
defects of our existing system. This
would not prejudge the justice of our
system, while, at the same time, it
would permit an enquiry to be made.
He did not intend to address the House
at any length upon the very important
question which the hon. member for
Molitreal Centre had brouglit up.
That hon. gentleman had referred to
his own (Mr. Blake's) opinions, and
had quoted some of the passages of a
speech he had delivered. Subsequent
thought and reflection had not caused
him to change these opinions. He was
strongly convinced that an enquiry, if
there would be time fcr it at this
stage of the Session, would produce
startling facts to the members
of the House as to the practical work-
ing of the present system. Speaking
from recollection as to the practical
working of the present system in times
past, when ho made some investigation
into the subject, lie would say, as lie
had said before, that it did not merely
afford no guarantee that the opinions
of parties, as expressed at the polls,
would be represented in the louse
proportionately to their strength, but
no guarantee that the ruling party in
the House was not in an absolute
popular minority in the country. fiis
investigations as to the elections of
1867 convinced him that the Liberal
party had a slight popular majority,
as to the Province of Ontario, and
under a system of minority represen-
tation would have had a slight majority
in the House. Of the 82 members who
were returned, a popular vote would
have returned 42 against 40. As a
matter of fact, the return was 49 for
gentlemen opposite, and 33 for the
Liberal party. In the speech alluded
to, he had also referred to two other
remarkable instances of the utter
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failure of the present system in pro-
ducing a ieturn to the House which
was approximate to the strength of
opinion at the polls. These instances
were drawn from Nova Scotia. The
first case occurred in 1867, when the
Province returned eighteen members
against union, and only one in favour
of that scheme, and the gentleman who
was the one exception was rcturned
by a very narrow majority. If the re-
turn to Parliament was to be taken as
the expression of the people of Nova
Scotia in reference to this matter, their
opinion must be held to be next to
unanimous. It was eighteeen to one.
But the best calculation which he could
nake-although he did not speak so

positivelv as ho did with reference to
his own iProvince-led hin to the be-
lief that the real popular expression of
public opinion was about twelve to
seven, if both sides of the question had
been heard. le would instance, also,
the last general election in that
Province, in which nineteen were re-
turned in favour of the Government,
and one in Opposition, and one gentle-
man, his hon. friend from Cape Breton,
(Mr. McDonald) as an Independent
mermbor, who, however, soon went over
to the enemy.

Mr. McDONALD: As an Opposi-
tionist also.

Mr. BLAKE said he had early given
his hon. friend up. But there was no
doubt whatever that nineteen to two
was not the real expression of the
Opinion of the people of Nova Scotia
(n that occasion. The real expression
was not so favourable at ail as that to
the Government. And, as to the Pro-
vince of Ontario, the same observation
applied. Those who investigated the
subject would find that the popular
vote was not so strongly in favour of
the Government as was the return to
this louse by any means.

Some HON. MEMBE BS : Hear,
hear.

Mr. BLAKE said hon. members
niight cr-y "Il Hear, hear," but he was
lnaking observations on a subject which
%ncerned all parties, and ho was quite
prepared to render his assistance-no
"iatter if it was not to the advantage
Of his Own party-to the elucidation
of this great problem. If it was found

#53.

that the members returned even
approximatelyrepresented the strength
of the political opinions at the
polls, they might fairly say that
they would not go in search
of new electoral machinery. But a
Committee investigating the subject
would find that, even in this simple
form, the simplest form in which the
matter could be considered, assuming
that there were only two parties, the
system under which they were acting
did not meet the requirements. It by
no means answered it, and the way in
which he had put the matter was the
lowest form in which ho could do so.
But there were other considerations
which ought to be brouglit into the
question. It would be ignoring the
present condition of public opinion
and the spirit of the age if
they were to suppose that, at
at this time, and under the present
circumstances, there would not be an
increasing divergency of opinion.
There were various questions, some of
which had been touched upon that
night, on which strong opinions
were held by small minorities,
it might be by intelligent minorities of
the population, and these opinions ran
a great risk of being unrepresented
under the present systen, and the
country was also in danger of these
opinions sometimes exercising, under
the present system, too great a power
over the returns to this louse. There
vere occasions upon which those

who represented a' particular view
took up a social subject which they
deemed of more importance than any
other, and upon which party linos
were not drawn, and they might pro-
cure this particular view to be
over-represented as far as pliedged can-
didates were concerned. On the other
hand, there were cases in which such
persons were extremely liable to have
no advocate on the floor of the House,
and that which they might conceive
to be the most important thing in the
political world, to be the one thing
needful, thoy might not have a single
man to say a word for on the floor of
Parliament. Then, again, he could not
conceive it to be a healthy or whole-
some condition, as his hon. friend fron
Montreal Centre (Mr. Devlin) had ob-
served, that a minority in a certain
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constituency might be doomed to never
having a representative. He could
point to constituencies where the re-
turns had been invariably on one side
of politics for a quarter of a century.
That was a condition of things which
ought to be remedied if possible. What
was the ideal of the representation of
the people in Parliament ? It was
this: that those, who, owing to their
distance from the scene of action, their
engagement in other avocations, were
unable to meet on Salisbury's Plain,
and do the business of the nation, as of
old, sent a man to represent them and
to do their business for them. That
being the ideal, they ought to struggle
to attain something like the ideal. It
could not be attained absolutely,
but that was no reason why it
should not be attaihed approxi-
mately. His hon. friend from
North York (Mr. Dymond) said
it destroyed the principle of responsi-
ble government. He did not under-
stand how this could be-how, the more
the popular opinion was represented,
the more was responsible government
destroyed. It might be that, under
this system, and in certain circum-
stances, the House would be more
equally divided than it was at
present. And his hon. friend had
alluded to this possibility, and said
it was important that the Government
should have a strong imajority. But
it was also important that the Govern-
ment should be strong in the House
just in proportion as it was strong in
the country; and be would remind his
hon. friend from North York that a
majority obtained under the proposed
system, while perhaps it would
not be so strong in numbers, would
yet be firmer in opinion, and
there would not be the spectacle
of the peculiar movements of hon.
gentlemen who had weak knees. aris-
ing from the fact that they represented
fluctuating constituencies. He thought
that the alterations in the constitution
of the constituency would far more
than counterbalance the difficulty
which the hon. gentleman suggested
on a possibly equal division. But
there was no reason to know that the
House would be equally divided under
a system in which the people would
be justly represented, There were

Mr. BLAKE.

strong differonces of opinion, and
these were varying the members of
the different Provinces. It was onl-
in a case in which the popular opinion
was equally divided that, under the
proposed system, the representatives
of the House would be about equally
divided, and that vas a difficultywhich
they would have to meet wben it
arose, a difficulty inseparable from an
equally divided public opinion. Ie
did not see why, if the public opinion
was equally divided, the representa-
tion should not also be equally divided.
Much error upon this subject had been
occasioned by the use and abuse of the
phrase " representation of minorities."
This was not a phrase of which he was
very fond himself. He believed "pro-
portionate representation," or "repre-
sentation in proportion to views "
would be the better term, and would
be less liable to misapprehension. But,
in the sense in which ho had used that
phrase, there was nobody in the flouse
who would for an instant object to the
justice of the system. The very prin-
ciple upon which the House met
recognized the right of the minority
to representation, as well as of the
najority; and that the minority ought
to bcin Opposition, while th% majority
formed the Governinont. And the
suggestion was made that, in some
rough and ready way, a distant ap-
proximation to the just representation
of minorities and majorities was made.
But this suggestion was based on an
incorrect idea of the basis of represen-
tation. Supposing that those who,
objected to what was called the repre-
sentation of minorities carried their
own system to its logical conclusion,
what would be the result ? It would
be that the whole country should be
made one vast electoral district, iI
which they would ail vote for their
choice of ail the candidates, and a
majority, if by but one, of the whole
popular vote, would return the whole
delegation to Parliament.

Mr. POPE (Compton) : That is niOt
the proposai of my hon. friend frol
Montreal Centre (Mr. Devlin) ?

Mr. BLAKE said cortainly it was
not. The result of this would be that
the majority of one vote would return
the whole louse of Parliament. None
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of them would agree to that. They
had in fact been gradually getting rid
of some of these evils. They had
abolished the joint representation of
large cities, such as Montreal, Toronto,
and Quebec; because, amongst other
reasons, the system gave to a possibly
very small majority in each of these
districts the power of returning the
whole three members in any district.
But what was attempted to bo accom-
plisbed by this insufficient mode had
not been accomplished, and therefore
he said it was worthy the attention of
this and of every other deliberative
body, whether there might not be some
plan whereby, without incurring the
risk and dangers he had referred to,
the ideal of representation might be
carried out. His hon. friend from
North York (Mr. Dynond) had sug-
gested some difficulties, -and he asked
wbat would happen when a minority
representative died, and ho thought in
this contingency a great injustice would
be done. The majority of the constitu-
eney necessarily would elect the mem-
ber, the hon. member said ; of course he
would be of the right stripe of politics.
But did nôt his hon. friend see that, in
bringing forward that argument, he
acknowledged the injustice of the
present system, and yet he would per-
petuate that injustice.

Mr. DYMOND: I did not say it was
an injustice; I only gave it as an
illustration.

Mr. BLAKE said the bon. gentle-
man had argued that, because a per-
fect system could not be reached, an
approximate perfection should not be
sought. His (Mr. Blake's) view was
that, although perfection was not pos-
sible, yet that was no reason why they
should not strive after improvement.
But ho might say that ho had never
believed in the English system,
though ho believed that, clumsy and
Imperfect as was the system applied
to the large boroughs and counties, it
was botter than our present system,
because, as the bon. member for North
York had acknowledged, it had given
Conservatives in the boroughs, and
Liberals in the counties. True, that
was all the effect in a party point of
View, but it had a satisfactory effect
for those who desired that the people

in each locality should be represented
by men of their choice. It gave the
boroughs a representative according
to the choice of the people of the
boroughs, it gave the counties a repre-
sentative in accordance with the
choice of the people, not absolutely
but suo modo, botter than formerly.
If the system were adopted of group-
ing three, five or seven districts for
electoral purposes, then, in case of one
member dying, it was truc they would
still have a majority vote in the single
district in which the election took
place, but it would not necessarily fol-
low that the proportions would be dis-
turbed. Of course, accidents would
sometimes disturb the proportion over
the whole group, and sometimes, not
inevitably, the accident of death would
produce injurious results. But he dis-
carded the argument of the possible fail-
ure of the plan in case of the accident
of death. When that happened, the
system would not be worse than that
of to-day, and, when it did not, it would
be a botter system. Let them hope
they would live and adopt the system.
He had made these few observations
undcr some sense of embarrassment,
not at all embarrassing to his own
position on that subject and his own
opinions, as it was weil known ho was
freo to maintain them, but because,
from circumstances which tbey all
regretted, it was his misfortune eto be
leader of the flouse that evening, and
he necessarily had to speak not for
himself only, but for the Government.
He would support any motion which
might be made in the sense ho had
suggested. He did not think it
would be fitting to ask the House
to record upon its journals a view
which might not be entertained
by the majority-which ho assumed
was not entertained by the majority-
that the present system was unjust
and unequal, as they knew it was; but,
if his hon. friend from Montreal Centre
would modify the motion in some such
sense as ho had suggested, and propose
such a reference as ho (Mr. Blake) had
vontured to submit, ho would give it
his bearty support, although at that
stage of the Session ho was afraid the
labeurs of the Committee would not be
prosecuted with that effective result
they might have attained had circum-
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stances permitted his hon. friend (Mr.
Devlin) to have made his motion
earlier.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said the mo-
tion of the hon. member for Montreal
Centre was to the effect that there was
a large minority in the country
unrepresented, and that, speaking
from a national point of view, it
was desirable that that minority should
have repi esentatives in Parliament.
The speech of the bon. the iMinister of
of Justice had no reference to that mo-
tion ; but it vas not important as indi-
cating the opinion of the Government
on the question raised. He (Mr. Pope)
sympathised largely with the hon.
member for Montreal Centre. He
would bc glad, if it wcre possible, that
there should be a representation obtain-
ed which would quiet the apprehensions
that the people were not properly
represented, whether Irish Roman
Catholics or any other body, and if the
hon. member for Montreal Centre could
devise any means by which that could
be accomplished, either through a Com-
mittee or otherwise, it would receive
his support. He did not understand
how, when the question of electing
representatives had been left to the
people, provision could be made for
the representation of minorities. He
had, however, no objection to minor-
ities being represented, if a feasible
plan could be found for carrying it out.
There had not been any agitation on
the subject ; indeed, nothing had been
said about it, except in a speech de-
livered by the hon. the Minister of
Justice, which was a very good one in
its way; but it had very little effect
on the country, which did not think
the speech sufficient as a basis on
which to raise an agitation. But the
question raised by the hon. member
for Montreal Centre had agitated the
country. It had sunk deep into the
hearts of many people, and, if there
were any way of settling it, ho
would render any aid in his power to
that end. Let hon. members, however,
not be led away by side-issues raised
bv the hon. the Minister of Justice.
iHie felt that the hon. member for Mon-
treal Centre represented a considerable
population in the country, who were
entitled to the consideration of the
House. It was difficult to reach a solu-

Mr. BlLAKE.

tion of the question which would be
satisfactory to those people and prevent
an agitation, and it should be the first
duty of evoiy hon. member to so con-
duct the legislation that there would be
no room for agitation, but the people
would be satisfied and contented.

Mr. MITCHELL said the hon. mem-
ber for Montroal Centre might alter
his motion in accordance with the sug-
gestion of the bon. the Minister of
Justice.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

Mr. DEVLIN moved:
" That a Select Committee of nine mem-

bers be appointed to enquire into, and report
on the practical working of the plan under
which the people are now represented in Par-
liament; and of the systems which have of
late years been adopted in other countries.
with a view to remedy some of the alleged
defects of the existing plan."

Motion agreed to on a Division.

EMIGRATION AGENTS IN
IRELAND.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. DEVLIN moved for« copies of
all the correspondence between the
Government or any of'its Departments
and the emigration agents stationed in
Ireland respecting the sending out of
emigrants from that country to Canada,
and the manner and under what cir-
cumstances pocuniary assistance could
be given and to what extent, and
whether by all the agents or only one
of them; also for copies of the instruc-
tions given to said agents as to the
discharge of their duties and the places
fixed for their headquarters, also all
correspondence had with the agency
in London respecting the sending out
of Irish emigrants to Canada, and all
correspondence regarding the removal
of the agent who was stationed in Man-
chester to Belfast, and regarding the
removal of the agent who was stationed
in Cork to London, and regarding the
powers conferred upon the agent sta-
tioned in Ulster.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said all the
correspondence would be brought
down. The motion conveyed the im-
pression that some special arrange-
ments had been made with agents on
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the other side. No special arrange-
ments had been made, and no special
pecuniary aid given ; all tho aid given
was from the office in London in the
shape of passenger warrants.

Mr. DEVLIN said the question
could be discussed when the papers
were brought down.

Motion agreed to.

WIELLAND AND ST. LAWRENCE
CANALS.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.
Mr. BLAIN moved for returns

showing the increased quantities
between twelve and fourteen feet depth
of water in the Welland Canal, and
also the St. Lawrence canals and
rivers, in the following materials,
namely:-Masonry, dredging, earth
excavations, rock cutting (one above
water, two below water), timber, plank;
also the prices upon which the calcu-
lations in the engineer's reports are
based; also, the soundings of the river
and lakes which have been made for
the purpose of obtaining fourteen feet
of water.

Mr. BROUSE moved the adjourn-
irent of the debate.

Motion agreed to.

HARBOURS OF BRITISH COL-
* UMBIA.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.
Mr. DECOSMOS moved for copies

of all papers connected wiith the enqui-ries sent to the Admiralty in England,
and the answers thereto, respecting
the harbours of British Columbia. He
said that certain officers of the Imperial
Navy had been investigating the ports
of British Columbia, to find ont which
was best adapted for the terminus of
the Pacifie Railway. It would be of
great service if the progress report of
the Chief Engineercould be laid before
the louse prior to the discussion on
this subject.

3Mr. BLAKE said the correspondence
vas in such a condition that it could
not be brought down.

Mr. DIECOSMOS said in that case he
would ask leave to withdraw the mo-tion.

Motion, with leave of the House,
wcithdrawn.

ESQUIMALT GRAVING -DOCK.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENcE.

Mr. DECOSMOS moved for copies
of all correspondence, by telegraph or
otherwise, respecting the Graving-dock
at Esquimalt since July, 1874.

Motion agreed to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR coRRESPONDENcE
DESPATCHES.

AND

Mr. DECOSMOS said, with a view to
obtaining information with respect to
the Pacific Railway, lie begged to move
that a copy of all correspondence be-
tween fier Majesty's Principal Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies and the
Dominion Government since 1871,
respecting Imperial financial assistance
in aid of the construction of the Cana-
dian Pacifie Railway, be laid before the
House. He wished to ascertain whether
there was any correspondence with
respect to obtaining an Imperial guar-
antee to aid in the construction of the
railway.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the only
correspondence that he knew of was
already in the possession of the House.
It was that which took place between
the late Government and the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, at or aifter the
time of the Washington Treaty, with
respect to granting £3,600,000 sterling
for the double purpose of aiding the
construction of the railway and the
enlargement of the canals.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

Mr. DECOSMOS moved for a copy
of all despatches sent, since 18763, to
Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State for the Colonies respecting the
Canadian Pacifie Railway, and espe-
cially a copy of all the despatches on
which Lord Carnarvon's despatch of
December 18th, 1876, is founded.

Mr. BLAKE said, in the absence of
the hon. the First Minister, he was
unable to say what answer should be
given to the motion. He would,
therefore, move the adjournment of
the debate.

Motion to adjourn debate agreed to.

-Routine
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THE NEWCASTLE FISH-BREED-
ING ESTABLISHMENT.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. BURK moved for a return,
showing the title hold by the Govern-
ment to the land and other property
connected with the Fish-breeding estab-
lishment at Newcastle, Ontario, with
quantity of land so held; also the actual
amount expended on buildings or
other permanent improvements on
said lands.

Motion agreea to.

MONEY PAID TO C. J. BRYDGES.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. PALMER, in the absence of Mr.
DOMVILLE, moved for a statement
shewing the sums of money paid C. J.
Brydges for the year ending 30th June,
1876, showing salary whilst Interco-
lonial Railway was under construction,
and salary for management, also
expenses of his offices at Montreal,
Ottawa and Moncton and amount of
his travelling expenses for same
period.

Motion agreed to.

SUPERANNUATION OF COLLEC-
TOR OF CUSTOMS AT

WHITBY.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) moved
for copies of all correspondenze relating
to the superannuation of Wm. Warren,
Esq., jate Collector of Customs for the
Port of Whitby, Ontario; also copies
of Petitions, Inspectors' Reports, and
Minute of Treasury Board, showing
date of such superannuation. He said
he desirod to call the attention of
hon. members to some facts con-
nected with the superannuation
of this gentleman, and thought ho
would be able to establish that a very
grave injustice had been done to a
worthy and efficient officer, as well as
a most estimable citizen. Mr. Warren
was a personal friend of the late Mr.
Baldwin, from whom ho received his
appointment. He had held the office
of Collector of Customs at Whitby for
32 years, and had discharged the
duties honourably and creditably,

Mr. BLAKE.

and summary dismissal in 1875,
without any cause being assigned,
had occasioned a great deal of surprise.
He (Mr. Gibbs) had yet to learn that,
because a person had been in the public
service for a large number of years,
and simply on account of his arriving
at a certain age, it was a sufficient
reason for his being superannuated
without a moment's notice, and without
any investigation as to his fitness or
unfitness for the duties of his office. By
papers brought down, it would be seen
that a petition emanated from certain
persons in the town of Whitby, asking
that another person should be appoint-
ed to the office of Collector, and stating
that the memorialists understood that
Mr.Warren desired to be superannuated.
But, as soon as it was known that Mr.
Warren had no such desire, another
petition was sent to the hon. the
Minister, asking that he be retained,
and stating that the former petition
had been signed under a misapprehen-
sion. On the 18th November, 1874,
shortly after the second petition was
sent to Ottawa, Mr. Warren addressed
a letter to the Department, in which
he stated that, although 74 years of
age, he was as able to perform the
duties of the office as he ever had been,
and requested that he might not be
superannuated for a few years. It was
true that an Inspector, in August,
1874, reported that Mr. Warren was
an able officer, but that "ho was too
old for the duties required of
him; " but the people of Whitby,
at a subsequent date, had expressed
confidence in the Collectoi's ability to
discharge his duties thoroughly. In
a private letter to him (Mr. Gibbs),
Mr. Warren stated that during the 32
years of his service, with the exception
of four days' leave of absence in 1862,
he had never been off duty for a single
day. With regard to his physical con-
dition, his eye was undimmed, and bis
ear neither duil nor heavy. Mr. Warren
himself wrote that he was strong and
active, and could walk 20 miles in as
short a time as any man in Canada.
While he had nothing to say against
Mr. Warren's successor, he would take
the opportunity of stating that, how-
ever efficient this gentleman might be,
he believed that the duties of that office
could not be more efficiently performed
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than by his predecessor. He under-
stood it had been urged by the late
member for South Ontario, that Mr.
,Carson had claims on the Reform
Party for services rendered during
several elections in the riding, and,
while ho had nothing to say against
the bestowal of a reward for such
services, ho held that a gentleman of
Mr. Warren's position and standing,
who had so long and faithfully per-
formed the duties of Collector of
Customs at Whitby, ought not to have
been summarily set aside to make way
for a political iartizan. Members of
both political parties in Whitby felt
that a great injustice had been done
this gentleman, and he considered it
his duty to call the attention of the
Minister of Customs to the fact. -He
desired, if it was possible, to have the
injury which had been inflicted reme-
died. Perhaps, as had been the case with
regard to a grievance mentioned in
connection with the county of Vic-
toria, Nova Scotia, the Minister of
Customs had not had time to read the
documents relating to this dismissal, but
he was sure that, if the hon. gentle-
nan had read them and paid them the

attention they merited, ho would have
caused a special report to have been
made him with reference to the man-
ner in which Mr. Warren's duties had
been performed and prevented the sum-
mary dismissal that bad taken place.
The first intimation Mr. Warren had
received was contained in a telegram
dated 2nd August, 1874, and this was
followed by a letter, the only notice he
had obtained of any charge having
been brought against him. He trusted
that the Minister of Customs would do
Mr. Warren that justice which the
circumstances of the case demanded.

M-r. BURPEE (St. John) said he did
flot know what papers could be brought
down in addition to those which had
already been brotight down. Of
course, if there were any others they
Would ho submitted immediately. He
had not a word to say against Mr.
Warren's respectability or ability to fill
the office, but, as the gentleman was
over seventy-five years of age, it had
been thought desirable to suaperannuate
hilm. An Order in Council directed
that offleers,' after they reached. the
age of sixty-ßve, had to be reported on

year after year-as the hon. mem-
ber for South Ontario must know-in
order to assure the Government that
they were fit for active service. Mr.
Warren's case was somewhat excep-
tional; while doubtless able to do in-
door work, lie was not in a position
effectively to perform the out-door
service frequently required of a Cus-
toms Collector in a small port, owing
to advanced years ; such collectors were
often also obliged to act as preventive
officers and landing waiters. Under
all the circumstances, this gentleman's
age and his thirty-two years' service
formed a reasonable excuse for super-
annuation. Scarcely one out of fifty
collectors in small ports were capable
of performing their duties properly
after they attained the age of seventy
or seventy-two.

Mr. BOWELL asked if he under-
stood that the Order in Council men-
tioned applied to the whole Civil Ser-
vice.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: That is the
rule applying to all officers claiming
superannuation.

Mr. BOWELL: But it appears that
this gentleman never claimed superaa-
n uation.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Al officers
are entitled to superannuation.

Mr. BOWELL: That is another
point.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: It is precisely
the poipt in question.

Mr. BOWELL said one thing was
quite clear. lt was necessary in the
town ôf Whitby to provide a place
for a political partizan, and it had been
shown that a capable officer had been
superannuated with this purpose in
view. If the rule mentioned was car-
ried out in all the Departments, why
had a gentleman between 64 and 66
years of age been appointed recently
to the postmastership of Port Hope, a
position much more onerous than the
Collectorship of Customa in the small
town of Whitby. It was quite evident
that the rule was not observed.

An IIHON. MEMBER: I deny it.
Mr. BOWELL asked who denied it.

The gentleman who was appointed.
He had a few moments previouly
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received a letter stating that, on the
assessment roll, the gentleman appoint-
ed Postmaster of Port Hope represented
himself to be between 64 and 65 years
of age. He had nothing whatever to
say against the respectability or the
capabilities of this gentleman, but ho
did affirm that the law providing for
the superannuation of members of the
Civil Service had been most outrage-
ously-if he might use the term-and
repeatedly abused in order to make
vacancies for those who had done poli-
tical service on behalf of the Reform
Party.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said lie believed
that the Postmaster of such a town as
Port Hope was not entitled to receive
or claim superannuation. He had no
personal knowledge with regard to
Mr. Warren, but he thought that every
hon. gentleman would agree with the
remark made by the Minister of Cus-
toms-that at the age of 75 no gentle-
man, no matter what might be his
physical vigour, could discharge the
duties necessarily imposed on the
Collectors of Customs at small
ports, as efficiently as a gentleman
sixty-five or seventy years of age.
Ie feared that very considerable loss
resulted from the fact that a very
great number of these officers were far
too old to fill properly the offices they
held, and,if he was correctly informed,
nearly two hundred Customs officers
averaged something like seventy years
of age. So far from being blameworthy
as regarded superannuations,it was only
a disinclination to swell the list that
prevented the Government from super-
annuating a great number of other
officers. If the Superannuation Act
had been in force for twenty or twenty-
five years, the diminution from death
would by this time have balanced the
increase of superannuated officers; but,
as it was only introduced four or five
years ago, it was quite clear
that, as a large number of officers bad
been appointed at advanced periods in
lfe, it was utterly impossible to avoid
a considerable increase in superannua-
tions from time to time. Mr. Warren's
case must necessarily rest on his
extremely advanced age, which ren-
dered it impossible for him to discharge
the duties of Collector of Customs
under the circumstances mentioned.

Mr. BOWELL.

Mr. MITCHELL said he would like
to know whether reports of Inspectors
as to the fitness of this gentleman to
discharge his duties had been reccived
during the nine years previous to his
dismissal; and also whether the Min-
ister of Customs could give any infor-
mation as to any particular falling off
in the activity, mental vigour or
physical powers of Mr. Warren during
his last year of office.

Mr. BLAKE: It is well known that
men grow more vigorous as they grow
older.

Mr. MITCHELL said he thought
the hon. gentleman's sarcasm was ill-
timed.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said he had
not examined the Inspector's reports
during the past nine years. He did
not think that Mr. Warren was taken
by surprise. The matter had been
talked of for several months prior to
the superannuation, and he believed
that Mr. Warren expected it. He held
that this gentleman was a fit subject
for superannuation.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said he
did not know why it was urged that
Mr. Warren was incapable of dis-
charging the duties of Collector of
Customs. There was a landing-waiter
at the town of Whitby, andMr.Warren's
duties were confined to office work,
though he was quite able to do a great
dealoutside if required. The statement
ho had read to the House was dated two
and a half years ago, and it still held
good. Mr. Warren had never had any
intimation that ho was going to be
superannuated. Mr. Warren's letter
to the Department was dated Nov-
ember, 1874, and the Treasury Board
took action in the following July, very
much to that gentleman's surprise, as
it was not expected that,. after the
remonstranoe and petition, signed by
members of both political parties and
sent in from the town of Whitby, testi-
fying to his fitness and ability, the
Governmont would have taken any
action in the matter, at any rate until
a special inspection had been made in
this relation.

Mr. ROSS (East Durham) said he
had never referred to this before. Who-
ever had written the letter had
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donc so because he himself was disap-
pointed in not getting the office. He
(Mr. Ross) did not lay any fault to the
hon. member for North Hastings (Mr.
Bowell), for his remarks. The gentle-
man who held the office was active,
efficient and honest. He was a man
who would not abstract the funds.

Mr. COOK remarked that perhaps
the hon. memher for North Hastings
would favour the House with the date
of the gentleman's birth.

Mr. BOWELL said the gentleman in
question could do that himself. The
hon. member for East Durham was
entirely mistaken as to the person who
wrote the letter. It was not written
by a disappointed office-seeker, but by
a gentleman who was of the opposite
side of politics and knew he could not
possibly get the position. He himself
had never said anything against the
eharacter of the gentleman who held
the office, but he had called the atten-
tion of the Government to the fact that,
while they superannuated one man,
they placed another in his position
who was 64 or 65 years old.

Motion agreed to.

CARRYING MAILS BELOW QUE-
BE%- IN WINTER OF 1876.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. BL ANCHET moved for a return
of the expenditure ncurred by the
Post Office Department for carrying the
mails below Quebec while the Grand
Trunk Railway was stopped by snow
during the winter of 1876.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned at

Eleven o'clock.

HIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 20th March, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Tihree
o'clock.

THE VETERANS OF 1812-15.

Mr. ST. JEAN moved that the re-
turns of the Militia Department show-
jing the names of the veterans who had
proved their right to partake in the
sh4ring of the grant of $50,000 voted

last Session in favour of militiamen of
1812-15 be printed for distribution
among members of the louse in order
to complete the return submitted last
year.

Mr. ROSS (West Middlesex) said the.
Printing Committee had not recom-
mended the printing of this return,
owing to the fact that it was almost
similar to last year's return. If his
hon. friend moved that the names of"
veterans not contained in the report of
last year be printed,he did not know but
that this would be printed, although
ho was under the impression that the
Committee would abide by their recent
decision.

Mr. BLAKE said it was within the
competence of the Printing Committee
to modify the return asked for, and
grant only the portion of it which was
really necessary.

Mr. VAIL said the report in ques-
tion was very voluminous, The infor-
mation desired could be obtained in a
very few minutes by an examination
of the papers which had been laid be-
fore the flouse.

Mr. TUPPE R said he believed that
a large number of persons, who thought
their claims were as just as many that
had been allowed, had failed to secur&
grants. Parties who were instructed
to furnish certain evidence had been
unsuccessful in obtaining grants after
the required evidence was furnished:
therefore, great necessity existed for
the publication of the names of all who,
had participated in the vote. One Mr.
Smith in his county made application
in this relation, and was told to fur-
nish evidence that ho had been drilled.
This was supplied, he believed, and then
Mr. Smith was informed that the
regulations of the Department did not
permit a grant to be made under the
circumstances. This was felt to be a
great hardship, because a number of
persons occupying precisely the same
position were said to have been paid.

Mr. BLAKE said, as he understood
it, the question was only as to the
publication of certain additional names.

Mr. VAIL said it was quite truc, as
the hon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
Tupper) had remarked, that a great
deal of difficulty was experienced in
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getting the names of persons fairly
entitled to participate in the grant.
The intention in the first place was
that these should be only those who
ha# served under arms. A number of
applicants lived in Nova Scotia, and,
as far as he could learn, none of them
had so served, they had only been en-
rolled as militiamen. le was not
prepared to say that one or two who
were not fairly entitled to participa-
tion in the grant had not been placed
on the list, but, as soon as the circum-
stances were discovered, payment was
stopped. The matter was still under
consideration. If they found that men
in Ontario and Quebec who occupied
the same position had been paid, of
course the claims would be allowed.
If paid at all, this must be done out of
the grant for the coming year.

Motion referred under Rule 94.

PROCEDURE WITH GOVERN-
MENT ORDERS.

REMARKS.
Order 25 on the paper read.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said

they had been in the habit, as a matter
of courtesy, of allowing the Grovern-
ment to stray over the orders con-
mencing with the last and ending
with the first. He would give hon.
gentlemen opposite fair notice that
they might find it to their advantage
to insist on the rule that Government
orders should be treated as were other
orders, according to their regular pre-
-eedence.

Mr. BLAKE said that, ever since he
had been in the louse, the rule on
this subject had been the same. The
hon. gentleman opposite, while he lead
the House for several years after Con-
federation, had always followed the
present practice. He hoped that the
custom would not be altered without
reasonable notice.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD called
attention to the 24th rule.

Mr. BLAKE said he was quite
aware of the fact that this order had
existea since Confederation. It had
not been observed, however.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not then intend to press the
matter.

Mr. VtIL.

Mr. BLAKE: I hope the hon. gen-
t1eman will give us two days' notice of
his intention.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
have given full notice.

QUEBEC HARBOUR AND PILOT-
AGE ACTS AMENDMIENT.

RESOLUTION CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

louse resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolution.-

" That it is expedient to amend the Acts
for the improvement and management of the
Harbour of Quebec, and the Pilotage Act of
1873, (1) By altering the rates payable on
tow boat, and steamers plying in or to the
Harbour of Quebec, and naking better pro-
vision for ensuring the payment of the Har-
bour dues; (2) By empowering the H arbour
Commissioners to impose penalties not ex-
ceeding $100, or imprisonment not exceeding
sixty days, for infraction of their by-laws;
(3) By enabling the Commissioners, in their
discretion, to fine a pilot not exceeding $103,
instead of suspending or dismissing him for
certain offences; and (4) By authorizing the
Commissioners to substitute rates per ton,
weight or measurement for those now iu-

Sosed, or otherwise to commute the sanme,
ut not to exceed the amounts now author-

ized, except with the consent of the Governor
in Council."

(In the Committee.)

Mr. SMITH (Westmorelanrd) said
he understood the changes contem-
plated had received the approval and
concurrence of ail the Harbour Con-
missioners. The latter had at present
no power to fine pilots, and it was pro-
posed to grant power to fine instead of
suspending, if this was desired. Dues
were now levied entirely ad valoren,
and experience seemed to show that it
was at least desirable to make some of
them specific; they would, however,
not be higher than those at present in
force, and they would be subject to the
approval of the Governor in Council.

Mr. MITCHELL said he would like
to hear explanations with regard to the
necessity of making these changes.
The present law was adopted ai ter very
grave deliberation, and after months of
negotiation. The President of the
Coancil and the hon. member for Mont-
morency (Mr. Langlois) had taken
very deep interest in the matterand a
delegation of pilots had, at the time,
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remained in the capital for about two
months; and ho theught that an Act
prepared with so much caro should not
be changed without substantial reasons.
He particularly objected to a change in
the tariff of charges for these reasons.
The mercantile community of the
city of Quebec, one of the chief com-
mercial entrepôts of the country, had
complained seriously and grievously at
Boards of Trade and in the press of
the system adopted with relation to the
Harbour Trust of that city. He be-
lieved that the Government had not
selected Commissioners who had the
confidence of the mercantile com-
munity, and accordingly he would like
the hon. member for Quebec East (Mr.
Thibaudeau) to explain the reasons
why 1 liose changes should at present
L e made.

Mr. THIBAUDEAU said he was
not then prepared to do so. He would,
however, be glad to comply with the
request when the Bill came before the
House.

Mr. CARON said ho would like to
know whether the Quebec Board of
Trade had expressed their opinion on
the subject.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said he
was not aware of this being the case.
He presumed, however, that the Que-
bec Board of Trade was cognizant of
the changes proposed. At all events
the Bill would be published and the
public would have abundant opportu-
nity to become acquainted with its do-
tails.

Mr. MITCHELL said no doubt the
proposed legislation was introduced at
the instance of the Quebec Harbour
Commissioners. Still, someone ought
to have been prepared to give to the
House information on the subject.
Commercial mon were vitallv interest-
cd in the pilotage system. I't was very
inefficient and was the cause of nume-
rous suits and much loss of monoy. The
law was by no means perfect. He
Would not oppose the proposition to
grant power to fine pilots. If his hon.
friend from Quebec East could not then
furnish the information desired, they
ought to defer consideration of the
miatter. He had suffered severe losses
in Connection with these matters, and
the commercial community had also

suffered owing to the inefficiency of
pilots and to the failure to punish
them for neglect or ignorance.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
he understood that the changes pro-
posed were unanimously approved of
by the Quebec Board of Commission-
ers, and generally by the people of
that city. Ho had heard of late no
complaints regarding pilots, and the
only change in this regard had refe-
rence to the imposition of fines. The
toll on boats, he believed, was now
one-tenth of one per cent. ad valorem,
and he was informed by the Chairman
of the Ilarbour Board that the change
proposed in this respect would proba-
bly increase the revenue about $4,000
a year. The tolls were to be imposed
on weights and measurements, instead
of on the ad valorem principle.

Mr. CAUCHON said there were two
distinct propositions affecting two dis-
tinct interests; one concerned the
improvement of the harbour, and the
other the pilots. The Presidont of the
Quebec Board of Harbour Commis-
sioners (Mr. Dobell) and Mr. Shebyn,
the Vice-President, the Commissioners
and the mombers of the Board of Trade
were cognizant of these propositions,
and, if they were opposed to their
opinions and interests, they would have
no doubt made representations in this
connection. Besides, if this was the
case, there was plenty of time for
the Board of Trade to protest.
There were difficulties connected with
the collection of the revenue, because
the meaning of the law was not well
understood. In amending it in ae-
cordance with the resolution, it would
be made clear and distinct. The
pilots had not been consulted with
regard to the clause affecting them,
but they would have plenty of time to
consider the question and petition
against the Bill if they found that it
was not agrecable to their sentiments.
As regarded the other provisions, he
might state that the President and
Vice-President of the Board of Trade
were in favour of them.

Mr. ROGRESTER asked who was
responsible for the delays in loading
vessels at the port of Quebec. The
stevedores got possession of the
material and the vessel, and often kopt
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her waiting several days through not
proceeding with their work. Ship-
pers often had to pay demurrage on
this account. He would like to know
whether the Harbour Commissioners
were responsible for this.

-Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): I do
not think they are responsible.

Mr. ROCHESTER said it would be
a great boon to shippers if the Govern-
ment would effect a reformation in
that respect. He had frequently had
to pay demurrage owing to those
delays, and there seemed to be no re-
dress. He believed there was a ring
among the stevedores, and he thought
the Government oughit to interfere to
correct the abuse.

Mr. MITCHELL said there was no
provision in the law which gave the
Commissioners power to deal with that
matter. -He would like to know
whether the hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries intended to alter
the rates payable by tow boats or
steamers, by increasing or decreasing
them, and also what " the botter pro-
vision for ensuring the payment of the
harbour dues " was. If his lon. friend
stated that the authorities were favour-
able to the second and third clauses of
these resolutions, he was satisfied on
those points. He would not, however,
consent to the fourth clause, even if lie
stood alone in his opposition to it. His
hon. friend had not stated whether the
rates under this clause would be in-
creased or decreased by the proposed
alteration. There had existed a pro-
vision for years with regard to the
levying of dues on tonnage, which was
an outrage upon the commercial and
shipping interests of the country. He
thought it was time it should be
stopped, and while in office lie had on-
deavoured to remedy the evil. He
thought he had got the Harbour Com-
missioners in the position that all dues
collected for the purpose of improving
the harbour and protocting shipping
would be applied in a manner that
would prove beneficial. But that was
impossible now, with the Commission
constituted as it was. He (Mr.
iMitchell) knew that Mr. Dobell had
been overruled in the Commission on
questions relating to improvements.

Mr. ROCHESTER.

Mr. CAUCHON: I do not deny that;
but there is no difference of opinion in
the Trust on this question.

Mr. THIBAUDEAJ said the Bill
had been drafted since he left Quebec,
but he bad every reason to believe that
it was in accord with the wishes of the
Harbour Trust. There were no less
than six merchants on that Commission,
and ho thought the commercial inter-
ests were safe in their hands. The
object of the Bill was to ipcrease the
revenue of the harbour. Since the
passage of the Harbour Trust Bill the
importation of goods from England
vid Portland had increased rapidly,
and dues were only imposed on goods
coming to Quebec by sea. It was
sought, under the proposed amend-
monts, to levy toll on goods coming
from the United States and England
vid Portland and the Grand Trunk
Railway, by which arrangement it was
thought that the revenue of the port
would be increased by about $4,000.
He was not prepared to give as full an
explanation at this moment as was
required, but he would consult lis
fellow-commissioners and would give
further particulars at another stage.
With regard to the pilots, it lad been
found inconvenient to deprive them
of their branches for a year or eighteen
months, and so take from them their
means of earning an honest living. It
was thought that the same object of
making the men more careful would
be secured by the imposition of a fine.

Mr». MITCHELL said he thought
the explanation of the hon. member
for Quebec East ought to convince the
House of the impropriety of going on
with the resolution. it had been
stated that the object was to place a
duty on-goods coming by way of Port-
land. He thought this vas misleading
the House, as the resolution read:

"By authorizing the Commissioners to
substitute rates per ton weight or neasure-
ment for those now imposed, or otherwise to
commute the same, but not to exceed the
amounts now authorized, except with the
consent of the Governor in Council."

The principle of the measure, as
stated by the hon. member for Quebec
East, was unjust and unfair; it would
be levying duties on parties who would
note bnefitted by the improvements.
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Mr. THIBAUDEAU said on the
Commission there were Mr. Shehyn,
unother gentleman and himself, who
were three of the largest importers by
Portland, and they were quite willing
to submit to the dues for the advantage
the Harbour Trust.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
that when the Bill was introduced, his
hon. friend (Mr. Mitchell) could
inake his objectiops, and the H1ouse
might perhaps sustain him. There
could be no impropriety in allow-
ing the resolutions to pass. He
understood the Chairman of the lar-
bour Trust to say that they desired to
levy a toll on goods going to the
United States that crossed the harbour,
but it would be for the House to say
whether it would authorize this to be
done or not.

Mr. MITCHELL said the whole
southern portion of the Province of
Qýuebec had its country produeO
brought across the harbour, and surely
it was not intended that charge should
be made for crossing.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
lie did not feel himself competent to
discuss the merits of the resolutions,
and, therefore, he would not do so.
But he differed from the view taken
by the hon. the Minister of Marino
aud Fisheries that the flouse would
not be bound by the resolutions
in any way. If this was so, thore
wvas no use going into Committee.
The practice of the House was founded
uîpon roason. Whenever a Bill affect-
ingr trade and commerce was brought
up, the reasons for the proposed altera-
tions must be discussed fully in Com-
iittee; and thon, if the Committee
thought it expedient to make the
alterations, the resolutions were
reported to the House, and the House
concurred in them before a Bill,
founded upon these resolutions, could
be introduced. If those propositions
were sustained, then the House had
already affirmed the principle of the
Bill founded upon them, and, conse-
quently, could not throw out the Bill.
There might bo quibbles as to the
dotails of the Bill, or a certain clause,
Providing the machinery for carrying
oit the Bill, might be attacked ; but
the House, if it adopted the resolutions,

was tied hand and foot to the accep-
tance of the Bill. If his hon. friend was
not prepared to bring all his informa-
tion down, the House should not. b
pressed to pass the resolutions.

Mr. SMITH (Westmorcland) said ho
was not prepared to controvert the
doctrine set forth by the hon. member
for Kingston, but be would ask
whether that bon. gentleman under-
took to say that every member was
bound to every provision of the reso-
lutions after they had been passed
by the House. He did not think the
action of any hon. member would be
restricted by the 1assage of the reso-
lutions. The House could affirm the
principle that it was advisable that
certain changes should be made; but
any member could thon object to any
spocial clause of the Bill.

Mr. MITC FIELL: Not if he agreed
to the principle of the resolutions. He
may object to details, but ho is bound
to the principle.

Mr. SMITH said ho did not think
every hon. mem ber was bound by
every statement in the resolutions.

Mr. MITCHELL said he understood
that, unless a division was called for
on the resolutions, every member was
bound by the principle of the resolu-
tions. If ho called for a division, then
he would have an opportunity, on the
subsequent introduction of the Bill, to
vote against any part of the Bill if he
chose. He understood that the object
of a portion of the resolutions was to
empower the Harbour Trust to fine or
suspend pilots, instead of dismissing
them, for certain offences. The Act
36 Vie., chap. 54, contained a list of
pilots' offences, which would be found.
as follows:-

" (1.) Commits any fraud or offence against
the revenues of Customs or Inland Revenue,
or the laws relating thereto;

"(2.) In any way, directly or indirectly,
concerned in any corrupt practices relating
to ships, their tackle, cargoes, crews or pas-
sengers, or to persons in distress at sea or by
shipwreck, or to their moneys, goods or
chattels ;

"(3.) Lends his license;
"(4.) Acte as pilot whilst suspended;
"(5.) Acta as pilot when in a state of in-

toxication;
" (6.) Employa, or causes to be employed.

on behalf of any ship of whicli lie has the
charge, any steanboat, boat, anchor-cable,
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or other store, matter or thing, beyond what
is necessary for the service of such ship, with
the intent to enhance the expenses of pilotage
for his own gain, or for the gain of any other
person;

" (7.) Refuses or delays, when not pre-
vented by sickness or other reasQnable cause,
to take charge of any ship within tLe
limits of his license, upon the signal for a
pilot being made by such ship, or upon
being required to do so by the master,
owner, agent or consignee thereof, or of any
officer of the pilotage authority of the district
for which such pilot is licensed, or by any
other principal otEcer of Customs; subject
always, in the case of a pilot for and below
the harbour of Quebec, to the laws relating
to the Corporation of Pilote for and below the
harbour of Quebec;

" (8.) Attempts, upon being so signalled
or required, to make any special bargain for
Falvage;

(9.) Unnecessarily cuts or slips, or
causes to be cut or slipped, any cable be-
longing to any ship;

" (10.) Refuses, when requested by the
master, to conduct the ship on board of which
he is into any port or place into which he is
licensed to conduct the same, except on
reasonable ground of danger to the ship; or

" (11.) Quits the ship which lie has under-
taken to pilot without the consent of the
master, before the service for which he has
been hired has been performed."

The hon. the Minister of Militia
would see that he lad alrcady the
power to impose a penalty, as provid-
ed by the Act, for the commission of
any of these offences, of $200, with the
liability also of suspension or dismissal.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): Road
Section 71.

Mr. MITCHELL road that clause as
follows:-

" If any Pilot when on board any ship for
the purpose of piloting her, by breach or neg-
lect of duty or by reason of drunkenness,
either

"(a.) Does any act tending:to the inme-
diate loss, destruction or serious damage of
such ship, or tending immediately to endan-
ger the lite and limb of any person on board
such ship, or

" (b.) Refuses or omits to do any lawful
act proper and requisite to be done by him
for preserving such ship froni loas, destruc-
tion or serious damage, or for preservimg any
person belongin" to or on board of such ship
Irom danger to Fife or limb, he shall, for each
such offence, be deemed guilty, of a misde-
meanour, and be liable to imprisonment for
a period not exceeding twelve monhe, with
or without labour; and, if a licensed pilot,
shall also be liable to suspension or dismissal
by the pilotage authority of the district for
which he is hicensed."

Mr. MITCHELL.

He understood the hon. the Minister
of Marine to state that the subject of
the resolution was to enable the
authority, in place of dismissing the
pilot, to impose a penalty of $100,
although the Act ho had just quoted
imposed a fine of $200. -He knew he
would be saying what a great many of
bis friends would not caro about hear-
ing, but he had had some experience of
the inefficiency of the pilots of the
St. Lawrence, and he feit it his duty
to speak oui. He strongly objected to
the penalty being 'reduced from $200
Io $100, especially considering the fact
that complaints were increasing. There
was as much drunkenness and want of
exporience now as there had existed
ever since he knew anything about the
matter; and, therofore, he believed the
hon. the Minister of Marine and Fish-
crics slightly misled the House, ho
would not say intentionally, in stating
that his object was simply to relieve
the commissioners from the necessity
of imposing greater penalties. If, as
the hon. the Minister of Justice had
said, the 70th Section was cumulative,
lie had no objection to go to that extent,
but he did not think it was cumu-
lative. Instead of the penalty being
reduced, he would like to see it imposed
with moro force when necessary. His
experience was that the clause as to
the penalty had been a total failure.

Mr. CAUCHON said he thought
the hon. member for Northumberland
was mistaken in his remarks as to the
pilots. The Bill was framed by him,
and he was perfectly satisfied with the
result of the amendments. He (Mr.
Cauchon) maintained that the pilots of
Quebec were as efficient as the pilots
of any other port in the world. H'le
did not think the hon. gentleman had
been just to the pilots; there had becn
no complaints against them that he
was aware of. He intended, a far as
lay in his power, to keep the pilotage
of ·Quebec as efficient as possible. lie
had brought in the Bill requiring
seven years' apprenticeship, while,
before, pilots lad only to cross the
Atlantic twice, and he had aise required
that they be edueated fairly and knoW
English; so that every attempt had
been made in that direction, and if
anything more could be done he waIS
ready to do it. It should be remeal-
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bered that the pilots of Quebec had
many difficulties with fogs and other
things wheh pilots of other ports did
not have.

Mr. MITCHELL said ho was not
responsible for the Bill, although ho
was in office when it was introduced.
The Bill was a compromise. It was
not such a one as the Department
believed would make the system
efficient, but it went as far as the
Government could carry it.

Mr. CAUCHON said that the hon.
gentleman, with the then Goverument,
were responsible for the Bill, as they
agreed to the amendments, which were
adopted.

Mr. MITCHELL said the Bill was a
compromise, and not one satisfactory
to the Government of which he was a
mem ber.

Mr. BLANCHET said it was well
known that the pilots of Quebec were
daring, plucky, always ready to do
their duty, and steady. it was also
well known that the distance they had
to make was greater than in any other
port in the world.

Mr. MITCHELL: Do not say they
are always si eady.

Mr. CHEVAL referred to the four-
teenth clause of the Registration Act
of 1874, and asked why okt vessels
were not registered the sane as new
ones were required to be. He was
part owner in a vessel, and under the
new registration he had to pay $245
for dues, where he formerly had only
paid $36.

Mr. MITCHELL said the hon. mem-
ber appeared to charge him with having
been responsible for the Act of 1874,
whereas the present Governmort were
responsible for it, the late Government
having resigned in 1873.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the Act would ho found in the Statutes
of 1874, but it was passed by the
Dominion Parliament in 1873.

Mr. CHEVAL said the Act did great
injustice. Under the old law, vessels
of the same measurement were rogis-
tered at tho same number of tons; but
a new steamer which would now be
registered at 476 tons, would have been
Only 36 tons under the old arrange-

ment. Thus, it would appear that,
when lock dues were paid by measure-
ment, a new boat would pay four times
the sum charged for an old boat of the
same dimensions, which was undoubt-
edly a gross injustice. He did not
known whether the Act had been pass-
ed to oblige the Richelieu Company,
but it looked suspicious.

Mr. MITCHELL said the hon..
member (Mr. Cheval) appeared to
think there was something to be com-
plained of in Section 14 of the Sta-
tute of 1874, which was passed in
1873, but reserved for the approval of
the Imperial Government. The object
of the clause was to assimilate the,
registration throughout Canada with
the registration of the United King-
dom. He bad no interest in the Riche-
lieu Company, or in any member or
stockholder of it, and, in submitting
Bills for the consideration of Parlia-
ment, ho had never been influenced
either by private interests or the:
interests of corporations, but his sole
object had been to make the legisia-
tion as complote as possible. The Act
did not give any preference to old
over new ships. It provided that, for
certain purposes in Canada, evory ship,
must be rogistered. Vossels were not
required to be re-registered except
they were about to proceed to sea,
the object being that when vessels
proceeded to foreign ports the mea-
surement and registration should agree
with that of the mother country. If
the hon. member (Mr. Cheval) imag-
ined that in submitting the measure ho
sought to serve any corporation or
any individual interest, ho was entire-
ly mistaken.

Mr. CHEVAL said ho did not ac-
cuse the hon. gentleman of doing so.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the hon. member for Northumberland
(NMr. Mitchell) had not fully appre-
hended the section ho had quoted.
Before the passing of the Act, vessels
in Canada were measured under the
rules provided by the Shipping Act of'
1854. The Act passed by the late
Governmerit in 1872 provided that
prospectively every ship should be
registered according to the rules o
the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854.
But a vossel registered under the old
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system did not require registration
under the new law, consequently a
vessel under the old registration had
less tonnage than under the new. A
greàt injustice had thus been doue to
owners of new vessels which came
under the new system of registration,
because they were registered at higher
tonnage than old vessels of the same
dimensions, and had therefore to pay
more canal duties. Before the close
>f the present Session, he proposed to

introduce a measure that should reg-
ulate the irregularity and injustice
.coomplained of.

Mr. MITCHELL said the law pro-
vided that,whenever a vessel proceeded
to sea, it should be registered under the
Act for the purpose of obtaining unifor-
nity with British registration, and in

process of time the whole tonnage of
Canada would thus be brought in. The
difference between the measurements
under the old and the present law,
especially in regard to sailing vessels,
was not so great as had been indicated.
He was not sensible ofhaving defended a
clause which was evidently bad. If this
was the case, bis hon. friend should turn
to the hon.gentlemen whose devoted fol-
lower and blind supporter lie (Mr.
Cheval) was, for relief. These hon.
gentlenqn had been three years in
power, and they could carry any mea-
sure they proposed. The law, which
had been in force for three years, had
<only come into effect after the resigna-
tion of the late Ministry.

Mr. CHEVAL said the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries had promised to
,amend the Act in the direction he had
uidicated was desirable.

Mr. MITCHELL said he withdrew
-opposition to the passage of the resolu-
tion.

Mr. BLANCIET: Do I understand
that the right of suspending is granted
by the Government ?

Mr. BLAKE: No, it is not.
Resolution agreed to and ordered to

ke reported.
House resuned.
Resolution reported.

Mr. SMITH.

TRADE MARKS ACT EXTENSION
BILL.-[BILL No. 75.]

(fr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the second time.
House resolved itself into Comittee

of the Whole on the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported, read the third tine and

passed.

RAILWAY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.-[B1LL No. 76.]

(Mr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving the second
reading of the Bill, said it was intro-
duced to remove a doubt existing as to
whether the Provincial Railway
Act extended to the case of a
railway incorporated by the Provincial
Legislature, crossing a railway incor-
porated by the Legislature of Canada.
The 15th section of the Act related to
crossings and the 16th Section provid-
ed for the hearing of parties concerned
in such cases, and the report of the
Privy Council thereon; but a doubt
had been raised in the connection men-
tioned, and it was wished to extend
the power given by law in this regard.

Bill read the second time.
House resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole on the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

Bill ordered to be reported.
HIouse resumed.
Bill reported, read the third time aid

passed.

SAFE CUSTODY OF PR[SONFERIS
BILL.-[BILL No. 77.]

(Mr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving the second
reading of the Bill, said representation
had been made to him on behalf Of the
Government of the Province of Ontario
that there were several instances il'
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which, partly owing to extensive
repairs being required, and partly to
new structures being needed, common
gaols in certain districts would become
insecure and unfit for a time for the
detention of prisoners. The Bill pro-
vided for the issue of a proclamation
by the Lieutenant-Governor under such
circumstances, declaring gaols tempo-
rarily insecure, and naming gaols in
adjoining districts or places for the
confinement of piisoners. After the
publication of this proclamation in the
Provincial and Canada Gazettes, such
prisoners might be tried in the dis-
tricts to which they might be removed,
although Judges had the right to order
their trial to take place in their own
districts. In some cases, it might be
possible to leave some prisoners in the
gaols alluded to, though it would be
desirable that serious criminals, and
further committals should not be so
confined, and provision was made for
the transfer of the latter to secure
prisons on order of the Lieutenant-
Governor. Subsequent proclamation
would be warrant f0r the re-transfer or
transfer of prisoners to their proper
gaols. The last clause provided that
nothing in this Act should affect the
previous Act of 1868, giving authority
to the Government of Canada with
respect to the cases of persons confined
for high treason and felonies, if they
thought proper to order the transfer
of such prisoners from less to more
secure gaols. He thought that this
power should be preserved.

Bill read the second time.
louse resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole on the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)
Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported, read the third tine and

passed.

APPEALS FROM JUSTICES' CON-
VICTIONS LAW AMENDMEMT

BILL.-[BIIL No. 78.]

(Mr. Blake.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. BLAKE said the purpose of the
Bill was to amend an Act which had
been amended more than once. It

fr4

was intended to relieve some cxisting
defects in the law. An attempt had
been made last Session to remedy
defects existing with regard to British
Columbia; but he did not then propose
to press this Bill beyond the second
reading, in order that he might receive
further information from British Col-
umbia on the subject of appeals. The
Bill of last Session provided for appeal
to general Quarter Sessions, but it was
found that there were no such Sessions
in that Province, and therefore this
provision was inoperative. When
appeals were granted to the Supreme
Court in Nova Scotia, no County
Courts existed in that Province ; but,
as these Courts now existed there, it
was proposed to give such Courts
general and appellate jurisdiction over
magistrates' orders. A clause also
related to Manitoba. The Act, as it
stood, provided that, unless otherwise
directed in the special Act under which
convictions took place, appeal was
permissible. He had inserted in this
Bill the additional words: " Or unless
some other Court of Appeal have juris-
diction in the premises as provided by
the Act of the Legislature of the Pro-
vince within whieh such conviction
takes place." It appeared to him that
provision could more properly, in this
as well as in other cases, be made by the
Local Legislatures, and that it was de-
sirable to infringe less on the apparent
powers of these Legislatures in that
particular. They had the power to
put any law in force in Canada, but
he thought the hon. member for
Kingston would agree with him that, so
long as the Local Legislatures carried
out the laws and established the courts,
it was convenient to adopt the general
principle of permitting them to estab-
lish and organize courts. With this
object in view, he had inserted the
words quoted. The provisions of this
Bill would cease to apply upon a law
being put into force in any Province.

Bill read the second time.

IMPROPER USE OF FIREARMS
BILL.-[BILL No. 79.]

(Mr. Blake.)
SECOND READING.

Mr. BLAKE said that, some years
ago, the question as to whether any
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legislation on this subject should be
made had attracted the attention of an
eminent legal member of the House in
the early years of Confederation. The
Bill then proposed, however, did not
neet with favourable consideration.
Representations had been made to him,
in his official capacity, on several oc-
casions, as to the expediency of intro-
ducing some repressive measure, and
there could be no doubt that the prac-
tice of carrying fire-arms was becoming
too common. le thuught they were
carried by two classes who ought not to
carry them-the rowdy and reck-
less characters, and boys and young
men. The revolver was almost part
of their ordinary equipage. A proposai
was made, if it was not improper to
mention it, iii the other branch of the
Legislature, and now pending, with
reference to an alteration of the law in
this particular, but it did not appear
that sueh extensive provisions as were
there proposed might be fairly sub-
mitted to the Hlouse. Although a law
-on the Statute-book declared it a mis-
demeanor to carry several weapons,such
as the dirk, knife, loaded cane, &c.,
yet they could not conceal from
them.selves the fact that the particular
weapon referred to-the revolver-
,occupied a somewhat different posi-
tion. It was used sometimes by
travellers, sometimes by nervous
people and good citizens; and what he
was apprehensive of was this: If they
passed a general law prohibiting
every person fron carrying revolvers,
reckless characters, who intended vio-
lence,would not care about the law, and
would carry small concealed weapons ;
while the sober, law.abiding citizen
would be unprotected. The result
might, accordingly, be worse than if
they had no law at all. With these facts
in view,he had endeavoured to form pro-
visions which might meet the reason-
able exigencies of the situation,as would
be found to be the case in the first three
clauses in the Bill. The fourth clause
pointed to an entirely different ques-
tion. The first clause provided that
whoever should present a pistol, with-
out reasonable cause, at anyone, might
be bound over to keep the peace for
six months; this was to apply when no
unlawful intention was proved or pre-
sumed, to which cases subsequent

Mr. BLÂxA.

sections 'applied. While, not only
could a pistol not be carried with-
out some reasonable excuse, but, also,
a person so bound over, if unable to
give sureties, might be committed for
a period not exceeding thirty days.
The second case was that of a person
mrrested on a warrant for an offence,

or while in the act of committing an
offence, and he was made liable to a
fine, or imprisonment not exceeding
three months. That was calculated to
strike the class of offenders who ordin-
arily carried fire-arms. The third
section provided against a man having
a pistol upon his person with intent to
do injury to some other person, and a
higher fine and a longer term of im-
prisonment was provided for. At the
same time, however, discretionary
power was reposed in the magistrate
or Judge to infer whether the carrying
of the pistol was prind facie evidence
of the intent. It had occurred to him
that in many cases it would be impos-
sible to prove the intent until after the
act had been committed, and it was
not unreasonable to give the power to
infer such intent, which power he did
not think was likely to be abused. The
fourth section dealt with an entirely
different class of cases, but it was one
which was felt necessary as a pre-
ventive measure. The whole com-
munity was shocked now and then by
reading of deplorable accidents oc-
curring through the practice, which ho
might call criminal, of persons point-
ing weapons, supposed to be unloaded,
at others. It was important that this
class of offences should be recorded on
the Statuto-book as criminal, as such a
result would tend to check this danger-
ous practice. When once it was mark-
ed and stigmatized as an act of a
criminal character, such accidents
would not.occur so frequently. The
Bill made it a criminal offence, and
affixed to it a moderate punishment.
The last section provided for the pro-
cedure and mode of trial. There was
also a section which provided for the
destruction of the weapon found upon
the party convicted.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he
thought the first clause would be very
hard to work. If a party had a rea-
sonable cause to apprehend an assault
or personal injury to himself or per-
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sonal property, he ought to go at once
and take proceedings before a magis-
trate, and have the party from whom
he dreaded the injury held over in
security for his good behaviour. This,
he thought, would have the effect of
inducing law-abiding men to lay aside
their pistols, although they might
have apprehensions of attack from
some quarter. The rowdy element,
the wilful law-breakers, would under-
stand this, and would take advantage
of it. There would be a greater induce-
ment for that class to carry arms, and
he really thouglt the law might have
the effect of disarming the person who
ought to be armed, and arming the
rowdies. There was also another
objection. The Bill provided that a
party who had no reasonable eause to
fear an assault. and who was found
with a pistol on his person, could be
bound over to keep the peace. Carry-
ing a pistol was not a breach of the
peace, and the man might still carry it
after being bound over.

Mr. BLAKE : Under a subsequent
clause it is provided that the pistol shall
be destroyed.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said,
if the man got another pistol, and
afterwards broke the law, his sureties
could not be punished, because carrying
a pistol was not a breach of the peace.

Mr. BLAKE said what was intended
was that the breach of the peace should
not be committed by carrying a pistol.
The honest man who carried a pistol
under apprehension of attack was not
likely to commit a breach of the peace.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought the third clause went a
little too far. It provided that:-

"Whosoever has upon his person a pistol,
with intent therewith unlawfully and
mnaliciously to do injury to any other person,
shall be liable, on conviction thereof, to a
fine ot not less than fifty, or more than two
hundred dollars."

It must be proved that there was an
irtent te injure a particular person.
How the fact of a man carrying a
pistol could be priáa facie evidence of
intent to shoot a particular person he
<lid not really see.

Mr. BOWELL: The clause makes
it so.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it was creating an intent by law which
might never have existed in the mind
of the party arrested. He might
intend to shoot another man, or another
man's dog. As to the fourth clause,
he agreed with the hon. the Minister
of Justice with regard to its necessity,
and did not think that the punishment
was too large or introduced too soon.
It was grievous to read in the news-
papers of persons carelessly, mischiev-
ously, and wantonly pointing firearms
without knowing whether they were
loaded or not, and destroying valuable
lives.

Mr. WALLACE (South Norfolk)
said he thought if the punishment by
fine was done away with altogether it
would be better. The fine was no
punishment to a rich man. He thought
the Bill ought to provide for imprison-
ment in each case.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said he
would be very sorry to place such power
in the hands of country justices because
he thought it might be abused. He
thought the power to fine or imprison
should be in the Bill, but should not
be absolutely compulsory on the part
of the justice. He had not sufficient
confidence in the discretion of this
class of judicial officers in many
instances to allow him to consent to
place such extreme power in their
hands.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Bill mentioned "lawful excuse."
Suppose that, in a theatrical perfor-
mance, one actor pointed a weapon at
another, would that be a lawful ex-
cuse ?

Mr. BLAKE: The actor must have
a sham pistol.

Mr. BOWELL said this law put
extraordinary powers in the hands of
the magistrates. While he was con-
vinced for many reasons that there was
absolute necessity to prevent people
from carrying firearms, still this mea-
sure amotnted to total prohibition.
According to the first clause, a man
carrying a pistol must have a reason-
able cause of fear of an assault. If he
did not show such cause, he would have
to give surety for six months. A.s
pointed out by the hon. member for
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Kingston, a man might still continue
to carry a pistol, but, if he did so,
would not the third clause apply? The
Bill declared that carrying a pistol
upon the person was prima facie evi-
dence of intent to do harm.

Mr. BLAKE: It may be inferred;
that is the language of the section.

Mr. BOWELL : Who is to judge ?
Mr. BLAKE: The jury. With refer-

ence to what had been said by the hon.
member for Cape Breton (Mr. Mackay)
he might state the procedure was the
same as that referring to offences
against the person, of an injurious char-
acter. If the accused so desired, he
could be tried only before the justice
of the peace, but, if he objected to that
tribunal, his offence was treated as
indictable, and ho was tried by a jury.
That answered part of the difficulty
that the hon. member for North Has-
tings (Mr. Bowell) had suggested.
The hon. member for South Norfolk
(Mr. Wallace) suggested that impri-
sonment only should apply to offences
of this character, but ho (Mr Blake)
thought that was not desirable, as
it would alter the general principle
of the law, were they to apply a less
degree of elasticity to the punishment
of such cases than was applied to other
minor offences. If they were to sup-
pose that only the rich man would be
fined, and the poor man imprisoned,
the former would be compara-
tively easily punished; but let them
hope that the magistrates would
not so forget their duty, and would
apply the punishment with respect to
the crime, and not with respect to the
resources of the criminal. The sug-
gestions of the hon. member for King-
ston (Sir John A. Macdonald) were
certainly of some moment. He had
felt it very difficult to present to the
House a measure which should be
effective in the direction in which
legislation was required, and which
would not be open to some objection or
other. But this was not a more brutum
fulmen, as the hon. member supposed.
The object was that, when a person was
unable to give a reasonable excuse for
carrying a pistol, he should be bound
over to keep the peace and destroy the
weapon. If the man afterwards pro-
ceeded to break the peace, whether

Mr. BOWELL.

with a pistol or not, they had his
sureties to fall back upon. If ho was
a respectable person, he would no
doubt give bail, but if a rowdy he,
would probably get a slight imprison-
ment. He (Mr. Blake) desired to go,
as far as possible to prevent apprehen-
sion on the part of nervous, timid peo-
ple who bad not such a well-defined
cause of dread that they could go and
swear an information and who would
feel uncomfortable without a weapon.
Many rightly entertained those appre-
hensions, and had not legal evidence
to support them, and to swear out
information would probably only re-
sult in greater malice on the part of
their enemy at some future season.
There might be times when a party
would feel himself made powerless
by the law unless there was some pro-
vision to enable him to arrest and
punish a reckless, rowdy person carry-
ing a weapon. The fact of a man
having a pistol was not to be inferred,
but it might be inferred as primâ facie
evidence of intent to do injury. Un-
doubtedly, legal, cogent proof of this
would be required before the convic-
tion. These were the reasons which
induced him to submit a measure on
this subject, but ho admitted that it
was a very difficult one to deal with.
He did not intend to push it through
now, and would take picasure in re-
ceiving suggestions.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, whereas, one magistrate might
require absolute proof that the carry-
ing of fire-arms was necessary, another
might be satisfied with a reasonable ex-
cuse. The Bill would be wide enough to
take in both. Much of our territory was
on the outskirts of civilization, and it
would seem that, for a man to carry a
pistol there, ho must have a reasonable
excuse, just as he would in a city.

Mr. PALMER said ho heartily ap-
proved of the object of the Minister of
Justice, but there was one clause inl
the Bill which seemed an extraordinary
one to him. The ordinary principle
of criminal law was that no man was
to be adjudged guilty unti 1 ho had been
proved guilty. But a section of ths
Act made certain things prima facie
evidence of the particular fact, and
then threw it upon the opposite partY
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.to disprove it. He had never before
seen an attempt made to draw this dis-
tinction between these two points. He
liked a rule of criminal law to be uni-
versal in its application. Notwith-
-standing the anomaly he had referred
to, he heartily approved of the general
principle of the Bill, as he did not be-
lieve it was necessary at all in this
country to carry fire-arms.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
suggested that it should be provided
that no person should be permitted to
carry fire-arms unless he had a licence
from the official duly appointed.

'Ur. MASSON said lie thought the
whole& difficulty would be met if a
person could make his proof of neces-
sity before the act rather than after it,
aswas done in France and some other
countries. There, every person who
feared for his life could make an
-affidavit before a magistrate or other
authority, who would give him per-
mission, if he saw fit, to carry fire-arms
forahis own protection.

Bill read the second tine.

SUPPRESSION OF GAMING
HOUSES AMENDXENT
BILL.-[BILL No. 80.]

(Mr. Blake.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.
It being Six o'clock, the

left the chair.
Speaker

After Recess.

INLAND REVENUE ACT 4MEND-
MENT.

RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

House resolved itself into Committee
,of the Whole to consider the following
resolutions:-

" 1. That it is expedient to amend the Act
respecting the Inland Revenue, and to pro-
vide for the imposition of a license duty of
thirty dollars on each importer and manu-
facturer (not a manufacturer of beer, wash
Or spirits, or a rectifier of spirits) of stills,
Worms or other apparatus suitable for the
manufacture of beer, wash or sprit s.
. "2. That it is expedient to fix the follow-
iug as the fiees payable by maltsters for
ieenses:-

" (a.) For a first-class license, whicb shal
entitle him to work a malthouse having a
capacity to produce 2,000 centals, and up-
wards, of malt during one ionth's working,
$200.

"(b.) For a second-class license, which
shall entitle him to work a malthotise having
a capacity to produce 1,500, and not more
than 2,000, centals of malt during one month's
working, $150.

e (c.) For a third-class license, which shah
entitle hini to work a malt-house having a
capacity to produce 1,000 centals, and not
more than 1,500 centals, of malt during one
month's working, $100.

" (d.) For a fourth-class license, wiich
shall entitle him to work a maithouse having
a capacity to produce 500, and not more thaa

,000, cental8 of malt during one month's
working, $50.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. LAFLAMME said the proposi-
tion was really tb reach those who
manufactured illicit stills. He thought
the license duty of $50, as originally
proposed, was too much, and conse-
quently he had changed it to $30. As
some difficulty had been raised with
reference to the defirition of the words
"fermented tun," they were struck
out. As altered, he did not think that
the resolution was in any way objee-
tionable. Under the similar system in
force elsewhere, Excise duties were
imposed to reach the illicit distiller.
It was proposed to make four, instead
of threo, classes of licenses. The price
of a first-class license was not increased;
it remained at $200. A holder of suàch
a license must have capacity to pro-
duce 2,000 centals and upwards of
malt during the month. It had been
found that under the present system
this duty was enforeed on every
maltster, and this was manifestly un-
fair. A person manufacturing 2,000
centals of malt during the month would
be obliged to pay $150 for his license;
a person producing 1,000 centals during
the same time, and not more than 1,500
centals, must pay $100 ;ý and the fourth
class license was fixed at $50.

Mr. HOLTON: What is the eati-
mated result of tn:e change?

Mr. LAFLAMME said it might
cause a slight decrease in the revenue.
It was intended to meet the circum-
stances of the smaller brewers. Under
this system, five or six brewers would
take out first-class licenses, while, up to
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the present time, the number of these
licenses taken out was much larger.

Mr. MITCHELL said small brewers
might remark: "Small favours thank-
fully received." This seemed to be a
step in the right direction, as it
relieved small men at the expense of
larger ones.

Mr. HOLTON: It is a very desir-
able reform on the legislation of the
hon. gentleman opposite.

Mr. MITCHELL: I am very glad to
see any evidence of reformation among
the great Reformers on the other side
of the House. I have not seen much
of it yet.

Resolutions agreed to and ordered to
be reported.

flouse resunmed.
Resolutions reported.

ADULTERATION
DRINK AND

BILL.

OF FOOD,
DRUGS

FIRST READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
to consider the following resolution-

" That it is expedient to amend the Act
to impose License dues on Compounders of
Spirits, to amend the Act respecting the
Inland Revenue, and to prevent the adul-
teration of Food, Drink and Drugs by adding
the following words to the definition of
adulterated Food or Drink, contained in the
first section of the said Act:-Or from which
any essential constituent part or ingredient
has been in whole or in part abstracted."

(In the Committee.)

Mr. LAFLAMME said, according to
the present law, adulteration was
defined to mean merely the introduc-
tion of foreign ingredients, while food
could be adulterated by the subtrac-
tion of ingredients. This resolution
obviated the difficulty mentioned.

Resolution- ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolution reported, read the flrst

and second times and agreed to.
Mr. LAFLAMME moved for leave

to introduce a Bill (No. 86) To amend
an Act to impose license dues on com-
pounders of spirits; to amend the Act
respecting the Inland Revenue, and to
prevent the adulteration of food, drink
and drugs.

Bill read the first time.
Mr. LAFLAMME.

INSPECTION OF GAS AND GAS
METERS ACT AMENDMMENT.

RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolutions:-

"1. That it is expedient to amend the Act
to provide for the Inspection of Gas and Gas
Meters, by repealing the 25th section thereof
and substitutmng the following in lieu there-
of

"25. It shall be lawful for the Inspecter
appointed under this &et, at the request of
any purchaser or undertaker, who shall give
twenty-four hours' notice, in writing, to the
other party to the contract, at all reasonable
times to enter any bouse or shop, store, yard,
or other place whatsoever within his dis-
trict, where any meter, stamped or un-
stamped, is fixed or used, and to remove
such meter, doing as little damage thereby
as may be; and if, upon exanination and
testing, it shall appear that any such meter
is incorrect or fraudulent, such meter shall
not be refixed or used again, unless and un-
til aitered and repaired so as to measure and
register correctly and stamped.

"(2.) And the cost of such removal,
alteration, repairs and stamping shall be paid
by, and may be recovered from the party
against whon the decision is given.

"2. That it is expedient further to amend
the said Act by adding the following sub-
section at the end of section thirty-one:-

"(2.) Such tests shall be made at least
once in each week, and in addition to such
weekly tests, additional tests may be made
when the quantity of gas made by any
undertaker may be deemed sufficiently large
to render such additional tests necessary;
such necessity being determined by depart-
mental regulations or order in that behalf.

3. That it is ex pedient urther to amend
the said Act by a ding the following sub-
sections at the end of section thirty-five --

"(2.) The fees so deternined as payable
for testing the illuminating power and purity
of gas, when such tests aie made in

pursuance of any general regulations in that
behalf, shall be paid by the undertaker.

"(3.) When any purchaser requires to
have a special test made as to the illumina-
ting power or purity of gas, the fees
chargeable for such test shall be paid by the
party who requires it to be made."

(In the Committee.)

Resolution 1 agreed to:.
On Resolution 2,
Mr. LAFLAMME said the effect of

the amendment was to abolish the
daily test provided for in the Act.

Mr. MITCHELL asked if the
amendment would give permission t&

Business.(COMMONS.]
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any gas inspector to enter his bouse
and inspect his meter. If so, ho would
object to it.

Mr. LAFLAMME said the inspector
would not visit the bon. gentleman's
house unless he was sent for. If the hon.
gentleman was satisfied with the
quality of his gas, he need not trouble
himself about theinspector.

Resolution agreed to.
On Resolution 3,
Mr. PLUMB asked the meaning of

the word " undertaker."

Mr. LAFLAMME: He is the pro-
ducer of the gas. He is so termed in
the original Act.

Mr. MITCHELL said ho would like
to ask a question bearing on the first
resolution. Would a neighbour, who
was also a " purchaser " of gas, have
the power to send an inspector into lis
(Mr. .iditéhell's) house for the purpose
of annoying him?

Mr. LAFLAMME said the hon. gen-
tleman would see from an examination
of the language of the Act and of the
proposed amendment that the inspector
simply went at the request of two par-
ties-one the consumer and the other
the furnisher of gas.

Mr. MITCHELL said that construc-
tion was a rational one, but an
entirely different construction could be
be given to the law He suggested
that the words should be altered to
make the meaning elearer.

Mr. MITCHELL said he wished the
ambiguous phraseology corrected as
he did not want any person to come
into bis bouse from 7 to 10 o'clock.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said,
while the criticism of the hon. gentle-
man was hypercritical, the language,
no doubt, could have the construction
placed upon it which had been sug.
gested.

Mr. LAFL AMME said he would be
willing to amend the Act in the direc-
tion referred.

Resolution agreed to.
Resolutions ordered to be reported.
louse resumed.
Resolutions reported.
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BREACHES OF CONTRACTS BILL.
[BILL No. 66.]

(Mr. Blake.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. BLAKE said there existed upon
the Statute-books of Ontario, Quebee
and Prince Edward Island, laws passed
before Confederation making breaches
of contract criminal. But the view
upon which those laws were founded
were not now generally held. le saw
no justification for holding ordinary
breaches of contract on the part of
servants to bc criminal any more than
any other breaches of contract, and
that view had been adopted in England,
and recent legislation had been in that
sense. There was a later law in the
Province of Quebec, making certain
breaches of contract civil offences. It
was not the intention of the Govern-
ment to interfere with that law of
Quebec, but it was, in a great measure,
to remove weil-founded doubts through-
out the country, as to wnether certain
breaches of contract were crimes, that
the present Bill was introduced. The
first clause amended the laws of the
Provinces, passed before Confederation,
which made those breaches of service
crimes, so that they would cease to be
crimes. But the rest of the Bill provided
that certain wilful and rnalicious
breaches of contract were to be held to
be crimes, and punished as such. That
portion of the Bill was divided into
three sub-divisions. The House would
be asked to declare it a crime when any
person had a reasonable cause for be-
lieving that the consequences of his
breach of contract would be serions
bodily injury, danger to human life, or
destruction of valuable property. He
need use no argument to enforce the
statement that any wilful breach of
contract involving such consequences
should be treated as a crime. The
second sub-division would refer to
breaches of contract on the part of
people who engaged to supply places
with gas and water, and who wilfully
and maliciously broke their contract,
thus causing wide-spread inconve-
nience, and perhaps serious in.jury to
health. Such a breach, ho thought,
they were warranted in stigmatising
as criminal. The third sub-section
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referred to breaches of service on the
part of employés on raiLways on which
Her Majesty's mails were carried, or
on which passenger or freiglit trains
were run. In these modern times, the
enormous iiicon;enience of stopping
the whole system of communication
between one part of the country and
the other was very apparent, and he
was justified in holding that any
man who produced that result by
wilfully breaking bis contract was
guilty of a crime. The principle of
that portion of the BiH was similar to
the English Act. But he wanted to
avoid class legi3lation, and therefore
be had made the law applicable to
others as well as to workmen engaged
on railways. For instance, if a coal
merchant agreed to supply the Gas
Company of Ottawa with coal, and
although he had the coal in his yard
yet refased to deliver it at the price
stipulated because the market price
advanced, and if the city of Ottawa
was left in darkness on accoint of the
Gas Company not being able to get coal,
then the contracting coal dealer would,
by the law, be held liable as a criminal.
The third section explained the mean-
ing of the word " malicious." The
fourth section gave the accused power
either to be surnmarily tried or to have
his offence treated as an indictable
offence.

Mr. BROOKS said the Bill was one
of the highest importance and would
be approved by the House, especially
after the occurrences of the past
winter, when the whole of the business
of the country was, by reason of a
combination among certain classes of
labour, suspended for a certain period.
No one could disagree with the
principles of the Bill, so far as that
portion of legislation was concerned;
but in Quebec there was an impression
among some members of the legal pro-
fession that a practical difficulty might
arise out of the title of the Bill, viz. :
"An Act to repeal certain laws making
breaches of contract for service cri-
minai." Upon examining those
laws, especially in Quebec, be found a
portion of the laws to which the Bill
applied in the Statutes ofLower Canada
chapter 37, and referred to in Sections
3, 5 and 7 of the Bill. The Legis-
lature of the Province of Quebec

Mr. BLAx.

since Confederation had chosen to
adopt new legislation, and had de-
clared by an Act passed in 1871,
and 33 Victoria chapter 20, the two
first sections referred to in the present
Bill repealed. But, on compar-
ing the sections which had been
repealed with the sections of the Act
of the Local Legislature, h e found that,
as to the offence þeing declared a
crime, there was no distinction what-
ever between the legislation. The
second section of the Act, Consolidated
Statutes of Lower Canada, merely
declared that the party guilty of cer-
tain ac.ts was liable upon conviction
before a Justice of the Peace to a
penalty not exceeding $20. The
seventh section of the Act would be
repealed by the present measure. The
preamble of the Bill declared that
those breaches of contract were matters
which should be considered as civil
charges. No doubt, under the British
North America Act, Provincial Logis-
latures had the right to legislate upon
those subjects. There was a feeling
entertained throughout the Province
of Quebec that the declaration made in
the Bill might seriously affect the
working of the Masters and Ser-
vants Act, which, as tar as it
related to ordinary domestic servants,
he considered to be one of the greatest
importance. The penalty of imprisoi-
ment he deemed to bo important in
order to enforce the law, for without it
the Act might as well be repealed. It
was well known that servants were
indifferent to being condemned to pay
a certain sum of money, and it was
only by having the summary means of
pur4shing by imprisonment, as be
believed they could do under the local
law, they were able to compel the fuI-
filment of engagements. That applied
particularly to farm servants, who
were employed for, say, six months.
It was well known that during a por-
tion of the time the labour of the farra
servant was of comparatively little
value, while at another period that
labour possessed great value; and if,
at such time, the servant was able to
leave, suffering no other penalty than
a loss of wages, the employer would be
placed at serious inconvenience. While
there was no objection to the Bill, the
title might raise apprehensions
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that there might be a confliet
of authority with Provincial Legisla-
tures, the first section of the Bill
repealing the sections of the Act
which made the offerices criminal. He
referred to the matter in order that
there might be no conflict of jurisdic-
tion where Provinces had passed local
Masters and Servants Acts, and that
Parliament might not legislate in
such a direction that the people could
not obtain the remedy which they
derived under local laws.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) sug-
gosted that provision should be made
to include in the Bill arrangements,
both written and verbal, and it should
be made to include mail contracts.

Mr. IRVING said it did not appear
to him that the Bill would be received
by a large class of persons throughout
the country with the same feelings of
gratification with whieh it had been
received by the House. If the Bill
were passed in its present shape, it
would hereafter receive an amount of
consideration outside of Parliament of
which hon. members would eventually
hear something. As one familiar with
that branch of law, he thought that
the present laws upon the Satute-book
were amply sufficient, for ail practical
purposes, and that, whatever objects
were sought to be attained by the
present Bill, the substitution proposed
by the hon. the Minister of Justice for
the present law was by no means
satisfactory. As a matter of fact, in
the cases growing out of the difficulty
of which they had heard so much re-
cently, those who broke the contracts,
if they were broken in the sense in
which the Bill before the House now
propomed to reach them, could have

een punished under either the Mas-
ters and Servants Act or under the
provisions of the General Railway
Act. He would have to draw the
attention of the House to what some of
those provisions were, and it would be
found thft those provisions, so faras the
complexion that the debate had to some
extent taken, owing to recent events,
was concerned, were absolutely
sufficient. The General Railway Act
authorized every railway company to
make by-laws for the regulation of
Conductors and other officers, and to

impose penalties for the contravention
of those by-laws. It also said how
offences against the by-laws might be
proved, and then went on to say at
section 7>:-

" If any officer or servant of, or person
employed by any railway company, wilfully
or negligently contravenes any by-law or
regulation of the conpany lawfully made
and in force, or any order or notice of the
Board of Railway Comniissioners, and of
which a copy has been delivered to hin, or
bas been posted up or open to his inspection
in soine place wliere his work or his duties,
or any of then are to be performned, then if
such contravention causes injury to any
property or to any person, or exposes any
property or aiy person to the risk of injury,or
renders sneh risk greater than it would have
been without such contravention, although
no actual inJury occurs, such contravention
shall be a niisdemeanour, and the person
convicted thereof shaill, in the discretion of
the Court before whom the conviction is had,
and according as such Court considers the
offence proved to be more or less grave, or
the injury or risk of injury to person or
property to be more or less great, be punished

by line or inprisnment, or both. so as no
such ine exceeds four hundred dollars, nor
any such imprisonnient the term of five
years; and such imprisonment, if for two
years or upwards, shall be in the Peni-
tentiary."

Therefore, if there was any breach
of the rules of the company committed
by any employé, there were punish-
ments now to be enforced on the
Statute-book which were ample and suf-
ficient,and in some respects more severe
than that proposed in the present Bill.
If it was merely with respectto breaches
of contract and the difficulties of recent
events that the law was to reach, lie
thought he had shown that existing
laws fully met the case. The law
bristled with enactments whi'h pun-
ished in every possible way which the
ingenuity of law-givers and law-muk-
ers could devise the stoppage of, or
interference with, trains or any oflence
of that kind committed by servants of
the company or the class of persons
mentioned in the Act. With regard
to combinations of men or difficulties
growing therefrom, the law said :

" Whosoever in pursuance of any unlaw-
ful combination or conspiracy to raise the
rate of wages, or ot'an y unlawtful combination
or conspiracv respecting any trade, business
or manufacture, or respecting any person
concerned or ei aloyed therein, unlawfully
assau'ts any person, or in pursuance of any
such coibination or conspiracy, uses any
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violence or threat of violence to any person,
with a view to hinder him from working or
being employed at such trade, business or
manufacture, is gnilty of a misdemeanour,
and shall be liable to be iniprisoned in any
gaol or place of confinement, other than a
penitentiary, for any term less than two
years, with or without hard labour."

There was another class of legislation
of which, in the past, they had heard
a great deal--the Criminal Law Amend-
ment Act, relating to violence, threats
and molestations; in which it was
enacted that whenever a person used
violence to any other person, or injured
property, or intimated to such other
person a threat to use violence towards
him, or systematically followed such
other person trom place to place, or
acted in a disorderly manner in such
regard, or beset the house or place
where such person resided or worked,
or carried on business, or happened to
be where any of these matters were
done with the view of compelling any
person to abstain from eloing anything
which lie had a legal right to do, or to
do anything which lie had a legal right
to abstain from, such person was liable
to be punished in a very severe way by
fine or imprisonment. This being the
present condition of the law, lie saw
no useful end to be obtained by more
legislation, and no reason for aggra-
vating a certain class of men by now
passing a law which, whatever they
might say, or in whatever language it
might be couched, was aimed at a par-
ticular class, in consequence of recent
difficulties. Whatever wer3 these
events of which they haid heard so
much in the earlier part of the year,
or whatever were the domestic difficul-
ties between the Grand Trunk Rail-
way and its men, the House
was hardly in a position to pro-
nounce conclusively or satisfactorily
an opinion upon them, because they
had seen nothing but the statements in
the newspapers in this regard, and
upon these, every one knew, under
snch circumstances, very little reliance
was to be placed. But they did know,
according to the newspaper view, that
these men or their representatives were
for three days in Montreal endeavour-
ing to bring about a settlement; and
they failed because their views were
not even properly discussed. They
also knew, the newspapers had stated
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that, for many days, if not for many
weeks before the strike took place,
unless the nen's views were to
some extent met, a strike would take
place; that the men complained of a
breach of contract towards them; that
they gave notice to the railway com-
pany that they were not prepared to
submit to a reduction arbitrarily im-
posed; and that, if their demands did
not receive something like satisfactory
consideration, they would stop work.
These facts were for some weeks
notorious before the actual crisis was
reached. He therefore maintained
that it was difficult to say who was
right and who wrong, not having any
authoritative or proper evidence before
them. Everyone must know that
there were two sides to the question.
Up to the period of time when the
strike took place, much provocation
was given; whether that provocation
was justifiable or not and whether the
railway company had unfairly en-
deavoured to induce the men to
accept wages below what they ought
to have been, they could not decide here.
At the same time it was said-but it was
only fair to say it was also contradicted
-that, whatever reduction was made in
salaries, 35 per cent. of that deduction
would pass into the pockets of the
heads of departments. Hence, lie for
one was not surprisel that the men
should have been nettled, aid thatthey
should have done, what would be done
by every hon. member in the louse,
endeavoured to obtain the best bargain
they could. Whatever might have been
the difficulties, the House could not de-
cide upon them. In one matter, how-
ever, they had the authority of certain
remarks made in the other House--that
the men, at all events, when the strike
did come, were willing to carry the
mails from one end of the country to
to the other, but the railway companY
would not accept their services even
to that limited extent. In other rail-
ways, and notably in the cae of the
Great Western Railway, which to somIe
extent, was as important as the Grand
Trunk Railway, daring the twentY-
four years of its active operations, suCh
matters as a strike or unheeded re-
monstrance to the authorities or con-
duct whereby the men were driven to
desperation had never occurred, though
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the changes of management during
this period had been frequent. During
this strike, he was informed, the acts of
violenoe that had taken place had been
very greatly exaggerated. The blue-
book relating to disturbances on the-
Grand Trunk which had been issued
might be read. In it, Mr. Coleman, the
Crown attorney, dealt with this mat-
ter in these words :-" The reports of
actual violence were much exaggerat-
ed." The Major-General-and it was
gratifying to be able to refer to the
report of a man who was above
political influence and wbo belong-
ed to a profession whose honour
was as bright as their swords-
in his report spoke of the
matter as being magnified or exagger-
ated, and stated that the odium cast
upon the local authorities, and, to some
extent, on the militia, was undeserved,
and that the men behaved as well as
the circumstances permitted. It was
probable that the authorities at Belle-
ville and other places had been taken
by surprise. This was no more than
was likely. No member of the House
had ever known of such an occur-
rence; the situation was novel and
embarrassing for magistrates. Seldom
did riots take place, even in England,
as was the case at Bristol, but the
magistrates were charged with having
been to blame. Men had been arrested
at some places along the lino, and,
notwithstanding that bail was refused,
the company would not prosecute.
The only inference to be drawn was
apparently that the men were right
and the railway wrong. This was the
practical result, or else the company
would have vindicated their position
by pressing the prosecutions which
had been instituted. He would allude
to the difficulties of the position of the
men, against whom this legislation
was aimedi. He, of course, referred
more especially to the engine-drivers,
who were skilled labourers, and to
whom the term, mon of science, was
not too high a term to apply; who
had sprung almost invariably from
the position of labourers; who, by
their attention to their business, by
natural taste and adaptation for
the work, and by the ability with
Which God had blessed them, had
learned to manipulate the delicate

movements of the locomotive engines,
and who had attained perfection in
this relation by experience, by slow
observation, and by long service.
These men seldom acquired sufficient
experience to manage a locomotive,
and sufficient skill and ability to act
properly under the difficult circum-
stances in whieh they were often
placed, until they had attained middle
age,-a period of life when, if thrown
out of employment, it was not easy for
them to turn round and get other
employment. Men hardly knew what
a complicated thing a railroad was.
They hardly seemed to reflect that a
railway, whether by day or night, was
beaconed and buoyed from end to end
by switches, and sidings, and whistle
posts, and semaphores and parti-
coloured lamps. It was one thing to
manage an engine and another thing
to manage a locomotive running at the
rate of 40 miles an hour. A man might
be a sailor and sail a ship, who was
quite incapable of taking a vessel into
port. To do so, he must know the way
in which the harbour was beaconed
and buoyed. These men, to some
extent, resembled pilots. They acquir-
ed an experience and knowledge whieh
was perfectly wonderful to the
uninitiated. In the dead of night they
approached towns at th, rate of 40
miles an hour, with the glimmer of
lights around them, with perfect
confidence and great courage, while the
lives of hundreds wero depending upon
their attention and fidelity. With re-
gard to men of this character they were
now called upon to legislate, and in
relation to what they considered their
dearest rights, which were to be
twisted and tossed from one side of the
House to the other with hardly a single
voice raised on their behalf. These
men were not only like pilots, but also,
in some degree, like sailors, who went
for long journeys, and who had always
been a class which received and were
entitled to the anxious and protecting
care of Parliament, and hon. members
ought to be more careful to refrain
from driving them into hostility. Hon.
members should remember how much
they owed to these men for their
ability and for their courage. Hardly
a railway accident or collision took
place but they gave striking examples
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of heroisin and bravery. Almost ex-
actly twenty years ago, the Desjardins
accident occurred, and it was as deplor-
able as the recent Ashtabula disaster;
and then the engine-driver could have
saved himself had he chosen to aban-
don his train, but instead he had stuck
to bis post and whistled to alarm the
passengers, thereby enabling many to
escape. The same thing had recently
happened again, and such instances
were frequent. Thoir conduet and
courage had always been admirable, so
that no class of men should stand
relatively higher in the esteem of the
.country, and no men should be more
particularly cared for. If they differed
with their Superintendent and left
one railroad, they could not get
employmrent on another line unless
they brought a certificate that
they had not gone on bad terms.
''here was a combination and trade
unionism on the part of their employ-
ers, quite as strict and stringent as
any employés' trades union. Under
sueh circumstances, they were obliged
to leave Canada and go to the United
States, though they had settled here
and become attached to their work;
.although they regarded their employ-
ment and their engines with almost
the same affection that the sailor
.showed for his ship or for the sea. If
killed, compensation could not be re-
covered from their employers, though
they were in no way to blame for the
disaster. So, if, in a fit of spleen or
temper, as had been charged - but
which ho did not admit to be cor-
rect - they had recently forgotten
themselves, a blow should not be
:aimed at them for which there
was no reason. If these men had
broken their contracts, they were
liable even to five years, imprisonment
in the Penitentiary. But he did not
believe that they would have been
punished had the prosecutions been
pressed, for the circumstances were
such that no grand jury would have
found true bills. -He did not consider
the Bill by any means perfect or satis-.
factory. He considered it, moreover,
inopportune, because they were legis-
lating under the influence of a panie,
and it was unnocessary. There had
been a struggle between labour and
eapital, and it was the duty of Parlia-
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ment to protect the labourer against
the capitalist as well as the
capitalist against the workman.
It was the duty of Parliament to erect
such a tribunal that parties charged
with and charging breaches of con-
tract, could go before it and endeavour
to bring about arrangements whereby
the value of capital should not be
injured on the one hand, nor the value
of labour, which was of equal worth to
the country, on the other hand. They
had not in this House such a high
opinion of the skill or ability with
which railways were managed in this
country as to take the statements of
any rail way men as absolutely correct.
Thero was no such general confidence
in Canada in railway management
generally, and, although English news-
papers contained constant reflections
upon our railway management of
Canada, yet every one knew that the
management complained of was really
that of men sent out from England,
and not the management of the men of
this country. In conclusion, ho re-
rarked that an Act of this kind was
incomplete whieh did not provide some
kind ofconciliatory tribunal, and which
did not declare that the breaches of
contract for which those punishments
where to be inflicted should be such
that he who ran could road; that, if a
workman should be punished for a
breach of contract, it should be so clear
that he could understand his liability,
and remonstrate against difficulties
which might arise without exposing
himself to dismissal because ho diffored.
He could not allow a measure so unjust
as this to go unchallenged, and he
would take the liberty of dividing the
House on the question. He moved:

" That the Bill be not now read the second
time, but that it be read the second tinie this
day three months."

Mr. BLAIN said ho hoped the Hlouse
would pardon him for rising to say a
few words on this subject. Before he
left home a deputation of engineers,
fearing that some such legislation as
that proposed might be introduced,
waited upon him and requested him to
state their side of the case. le felt
sorry that they had not a botter reprO-
sentative, for ho was not as well posted
in regard to the matter as ho would
have liked, but with the indulgence of
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the Ilouse he might be able to show
that those men had a case as well as
the Grand Trunk Railway Company.
He could not help thinking that, if this
strike had not occurred, this Bill would
not have been brought forward; he
therefore felt that, while the conduct
of the managers of the road was fairly
before the House for discussion, the
conduct of the men and the interests
of the public were also before them for
consideration. To his mind, the BilJ
was a direct attempt to break up the
association known as the Locomotive
Brotherhood. It was not the duty of
the Government to interfere with the
management of the people, and the
moment we struck off the right of the
people, no matter in what walk of life,
to combine, it was a curtailment of the
liberty they were entitled to under the
Constitution. The organization which,
he had no hesitation in saying,the Grand
Trunk was trying to destroy was one
which had elevated the engineers, and
enabled them to spend hundreds and
thousands of dollars in aid of the
widows and orphns of those who be-
longed to it. The association was
founded on this principle : That no
man should be a imember unless ho
was thoroughly qualified in his trade,
and was of a sober, industrious, and
moral character. Every man could
not become a member, and there were
large numbers of persons connected
with the trade, both in Canada and the
United States, who did not belong to
the association. It had been stated
that the strike took place at the dicta-
tion of a man living outside the
Dominion. He desired to disabuse the
minds of the House on that point.
The locomotive engineers in this coun-
try must themselves decide as to
whether they should strike or not, and
it was only after they had determined
what course to pursue that the services
of the head of the association were
called into requisition. So, instead of
this strike taking place at the instance
of a foreigner, said to be antagonistic
to the interests of the railway, it was
at the instance of the men themselves,
Who felt they were called upon to
strike in their own defence, and that
of the association. The constitution of
the society would show a great deal
More than ho had stated, and

would speak for the men with
more eloquence than he could. In ad-
dition to the ordinary operations of
the association, a life insurance branch
had been established, whose disburse-
monts, up to the present time,
amounted to $1,O000,OO. Consider-
ing the character of the society, and
in view of ail the circumstances, he
had no hesitation in saying that it
was not the duty of the House to at-
tempt to break it up. When all the
facts surrounding the case came to be
examined, it would be found that the
entire difficulty originated with the
Grand Trunk Railway Company; and
he might just remark here that, while
the Bill made the men criminals for
breaches of agreements, nothing was
said about any punishment to be
inflicted on the authorities of the
Grand Trunk, no mattev what - vio-
lations of contract they might com-
mit. The railway had systematically
violated the contract entered into with
the engineers, and it was that which
caused the strike in January last.
Prior to 1 875, the men found it noces-
sary to see the managers with regard
to some disagreements. A conference
was held, and, in March 1875, the fol-
lowing contract was drawn up and
signed:

"< At a conference held in the General
Manager's office, with a deputation repre-
senting the enginemen and firemen of the
Grand Trunk Railway Company, the fol-
lowing propositions, asa basis of payment of
wages, were agreed upon

"First. That the rate of wages paid per
trip and per day remain as at present, exeept
in the cases referred to below.

"Second. That a ist of names of first and
second-class engineers and firenen be made
up at once, and those found eligible for pro-
motion on the lst of April should be advanced
at the proportion of one-fourth each, on the
1st of April, 1st of May, lst of June and Ist
of July, according to seniority. Also, that
all first and second-class engineers and fire-
men not having completed tieir 12,000 miles
on the Ist of April, to date the commence-
ment of such mileage from the 1st of Feb-
ruary ; the 12,000 miles to be computed on
the usual basis of trip mileage.

"Third. That one-quarter day be allowed
to engineers and firemen coming on duty for
a train which is cancelled after coming on
duty.

"Fourth. That ail way freight trains be
paid at the rate of one trip and a quarter
per trip, no allowance ,being made for de-
tentions.
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" Ffth. All special trains to be paid at
the rate averaging between the time of the
longest and shortest through freight trains,
on a list to be made out from time to time.

" Sixth. All construction trains to be paid
at the rate of $2.50 for third class engineers,
$2.20 for second class, and $2.00 for firet
class, per day of twelve bours. An allow-
ance at the agreed detention rate being made
per Iiour for all over twelve hours. All
wood trains to be paid at the usual daily
rate of twelve hours, with the pro rata allow-
ance for overtime.

" Seventh. That trip tickets be signed on
coming on duty, and all detention time be
paid less one hour as usual, but the rate
per hou;r for detention time to be, for third
class engineers, 10c. ; for second class, 9c. ;
for first class, 8c.; second class firemen, 7c.;
first class, 6c.; all claims for detention time
at the end of a trip to be made on a separate
forn for that purpose, to the foreman, who
will consider and allow them on satisfactory
evidence of their correctness.

"Eighth. That in case of engineers run-
ning to the Don, or immigrant shed, with
stoek or freight, one quarter day extra be
aliowed. c

alloNinth. That $2.00 be allowed per day
for third class, $190 for second class, and
$1.80 for first class engineers, for going to
Stratford or Montreal, for engines which
have been under repairs, and that no other
shop ti me be allowed.

o Tent. That the third class trip rates be
altered, as follows: Montreal to Cornwall
and back, passenger, $2.80; Stratford to
Fort Erie, freight, $3.15; Toronto to Galt
and back, mixed, including all extras, $4.00 ;
Montreal to Richmond and back, freight,
$3.8s.

First and second elass engineers and fine-
mnen, rates in proportion.

Signed on bebalf of the whole
engineers and firemen employed
Grand Trunk Road.

"P. M. ARTHUR,
"J. BnRsiE,

"S. PaIrrs,
"R. LIDDELL,
"J. GERMxax,
" J. FARNSWORTH.

staff of
on the

"HERBERT WAÎ LIS,
" Mechanical Superintendent."

Under the terms of this contract
there were three grades of engineers
and tw o of tiremen, who were to be paid
according to the terms agreed upon.
As soon as the Grand Trunk, however,
fot that they could strike a deadly
blow at the association, they began
eystematically to violate the agree-
ment. Within three months after the
above contract was ratified, the railway
authorities inaugurated another
,ystem, insisting that there should
be four classes of engineers and three

Mr. BLMIN.

of firemen. Instead of giving to the
publie the advantages of the services
of experienced mon, who knew nearly
every foot of the road from Montreal
to Sarnia, they endeavoured to employ
an inferior grade of engineers. Legis-
lation which would enable any com-
pany to force upon the public an
inferior class of engineers, especially
when such large interests of lives and
property were at stake, ought not to
go upon the Statute-book. The men
remonstrated against this violation of
of the contract, but, instead of giving
thom any satisfaction, instead of en-
deavouring to adjust the claims
advanced, the managers of the
company did everything in their power
to carry out the system they had
introduced in violation of the contract
in order that they might dismiss first
one man and then another, until they
got rid of all their employés belong-
ing to the Locomotive Brotherhood
Association. When those difficulties
had assumed a tangible shape, and
when the men were making efforts to
avoid a strike, the Grand Trunk
authorities, instead of trying to arrange
matters, insisted that they had a right
to do what they pleased. Perhaps
they had that right, but it could not
be claimed that they had a right to
violate a solemn contract. A difficulty
was raised about the men seeing Mr.
iHickson. Telegrams had to be sent to
New York, deputations had to be sent
from Toronto to Montreal, and every
possible obstacle was thrown in the
way of the men in their efforts to bring
aboutharmony and reconciliation. But,
even when the men found they were
forced, in self-defence, to strike, instead
of doing it at once, they informed Mr.
lHickson that, unless their reasonable
demands were agreed to, they would
cease work at a particular hour. At a
conference held in the Reading Rooms,
Point St. Charles, Montreal, January
6th, 1877, between Herbert Wallis,
Mechanical Superintendant, P. M.
Arthur, G.C.E., and a delegation repre-
senting the engineers and firemen On
the Grand Trunk Railway, it was
resolved :

" That the agreement of March 1875, be
considered bindmng, with the following Inodi-
cations:

«Frat. That al engineers and firemen
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respectively be divided into two grades, the
rates of pay of each of the grades being the
same as the present first and second grades
in the service as already agreed upon in
March,1875.

"Second. That all shunting engineers be
paid at the rate of one dollar and seven.y-five
cents per day for the first year; alter which,
there being no serious report against them,
they shall be advanced to two dollars per
day if they remain on the shunting engines,
and if they be put out on the main line, the
rate of pay shall be first clase.

" Third. That all engineers and firemen
be advanced froin Aecond class rate to first
class after they have worked in service one
year.

Fourth. That all men entitled to pro-
motion froni December lst, 1876, date their
promotion from the commencement of that
montl.

" Pefth. That all general cases of dispute,
not decided by the Mechanical Superinten-
dent, be arbitrated by a coinmittee of engi-
neers before the General Manager, whose
decision shall be final.

" Sixth. That all men discharged by the
Company be reinstated; also, that the con-
duct of all the men who left their work in
accordance with general orders issued rela-
tive to the strike be overlooked, and all war-
rants issued against the latter men be with-
drawn. This does not, however, refer to
men having been guilty of personal violence.

"Seventh. That ail road engineers doing
shunting at terminal stations be paid at the
rate of twenty cents per hour.

"IIERBERT WALLIS,
lMechanical Sup't.

"Approved:
" J. HwKasoN,

" Gen'1 Maaagver.
"Montreal, January 6, 1877."

It was not an exaggerated demand,
but it was one which the company had
now complied with. Instead of desir-
ing to place the company to any incon-
venience, the men stated to Mr. Hick-
son that they would strike at a certain
hour, if their reasonable demands were
not met. But the company made no
arrangements, and Mr. Hickson sent
out trains ten minutes from the hour
when the men stated they must strike.
The men were obliged to strike all to-
gether to a min ute. As was shown by
one of the men at a meeting in Toronto,
if they had not done this, trains would
have been wrecked, and, probably,
hundreds of lives lost. The same diffi-
culties which oceured at that strike
would arise in any other case of a large
strike, were it on the canalis or in the
Post Office Department. If the ques-
tion of strikes was to be taken hold of,

no one class of men should be singled
out. The country should know
whether men, who chose to band them-
selves together for their mutual eleva-
tion and support, were to be subjected to
such class legislation. He would be
prepared to show, before a Committee,
that the Gr and Trunk authorities were
the parties responsible 1or this strike,
and not the engineers. If the respon-
sibility of the strike rested upon the
Manager of the Grand Trunk, then,
instead of criminal laws being passed
in order to degrade the men, criminal
laws should be passed making the
manager responsible.

Mr. MACDONNELL said the pro-
visions of the Bill met with his entire
approbation. He was greatly surprised
to see the course pursued by the two
hon. gentlemen who had preceded him.
They belonged to the legal profession
and it might expected that they would
pursue a very different course. The
Bil, as far as the House was concern-
ed in its consideration, had nothing to
do with the Grand Trunk Railway,
although the strike might have been
the occasion of the Bill. But hon.
gentlemen must know that it was a
very obscure individual in Great
Britain who gave rise to the Habeas
Corpus Bill. The principles of that
Bill were discussed without any refer-
ence being made to this individual, and
so the principles of the Bill just pro-
posed should be discussed without any
reference to the Grand Trunk strikers.
The flouse should consider the Bill
apart from any occurrence whatsoever
that might have suggested it. The
Bill was worthy to be considered by
the House. It proposed to punish any
person, who, having a position of trust
in which he had control over life and
property, wilfully and maliciously be-
trayed that trust, whereby great injury
to property and to life, and, perhaps,
loss of life, resuhed, as a criminal.
Would the two hon. gentlemen who had
previously spoken say this was wrong ?
Did they desire that these men should
escape any punishment? The law
said that malice must be proved. In
legal language, malice was a condition
in which a wrongful act was committed
intentionally, without any good cause
or justification. The hon. member for
Hamilton said this was a struggle
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between capital and labour. Labour
was as much dependent upon capital as
capital was upon labour, and this
Legisiature was bound to devise laws
for the gevernment and protection of
both. The bon. gentleman said this
law, if placed upon the Statute-book,
would not touch the railroad engineers.
Then, he virtually threw up his whole
case. If the law would not apply to
them, why complain about it ? He
would especially support the Bill for
the reason that there was no law on
the subject in Nova Scotia which met
the case.

Mr. SCRIVER saidi he had listened
with a great deal of surprise to the
addresses of the bon. member for
Hamilton (Mr. Irving) and the hon.
member for West York (Mr. Blain)
with reference to the conduct of the
engineers of the Grand Trunk Rail-
waJ. Their speeches certainly seemed
like attempts at special pleading. Hie
was not present as an apologist of the
Grand Trunk Railway, nor of a body
of men who had been spoken of as
entitled to the respect and protection
which they could fairly demand at the
hands of this House. Had the hon.
gentlemen forgotten the incidents of
the strike ? Judging by what the two
hon. gentlemen had said, the engi-
neers were injured innocents. They
had suffered wrong at the hands of the
Grand Trunk Company, but had them-
selves committed no wrong. It had
evidently been forgotten that some of
these men conducted themselves in a
way which he did not fear to stig-
matize as unfeeling and brutal. The
hon. gentleman from West York
cast the blame upon the Railway Com-
pany for not making provision for the
strike. But the engineerls gave Mr.
Hickson no opportunity to do so. They
gave him a very short notice that they
were going to strike. He did all he
could. He engaged men at the differ-
ont stations to take the places of the
engineers in case they should strike.
But, in many instances, these men
wei e brutally assaulted. The great
fault he (Mr. Scriver) bad with the
men was that they were almost univer-
sally members of a great body, gov-
erned by an irresponsible head, a man
who did not even live in the country.
It was said that the strike was made by

Mr. MACDONNELL.

the engineers themselves. This might
be the case, but it would not be denied
that the hour of striking was fixed by
this irresponsible head. A similar
circumstance had occurred in the
neighbouring country, where the engi-
neers had struck on a line running
from Boston to Portland, and this
strike was arranged by the sanie man
who had arranged the Grand Trunk
strike. This strike in the United
States was considered so important that
it had attracted general attention, and
the Railway Commissioners of Massa-
chusetts had made a very thorough and
decided report upon the question,
recommending that legislative action
be taken to prevent a recurrence of the
evil. He heartily supported the Bill.

Mr. BOWELL said b e must express
not only surprise, but amazement at
the sp;eeches of the hon. members for
Hamilton and for West York. If they
had been on the stump, or speaking in
the manufacturing workshops of Ham-
ilton in view of the " toting " up of
the voters after an election, then their
object might be understood.

Mr. BLAIN: I have not one engineer
in my riding.

Mr. BOWELL said those hon. gen-
tienien had certainly dealt with the
subject in a manner that ill became
those sent to a legislative body like
this House to pass laws in the interest
of the community generally. He had
no desire to be considered the advocate
or defender of the Grand Trunk Rail-
way -1nanagement in anything con-
nected with its dealings with its mon,
and more particularly with the subject
under discussion. But, when acts of a
lawless character had been perpetrated
in open day-and in the middle of the
night-by a band of men, he was sur-
prised that these acts should find defeil-
dors in the legìslative halls of the coun-
try,and that those who committed them
should be eulogized above their fellows.
It was asked what had the locomotive
engineers done that they were to bO
specially legislated against ? He had
no hesitation in saying that they, and
those who aided them, had done
almost everything they could do in vio-
lation of the law.

Mr. IRVING: Those acts were done,
by the bulles of Belleville.

Contracts Bill.• (COMMONS.]
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Mr. BOWELL said, if the logic of
the hon. gentleman was no more sound
than there was truth in this statement,
not much reliance could be placed on
it. It ill became that hon. gentleman
to make charges against respectable
people when ho knew nothing what-
ever of the circumstances further than
what he had read in the newspapers
and from other statements written
under circumstances which he (Mr.
Bowell) did not now desire to charac-
terize. The engineers net only struck
work, for which ho was not going to
find fault, nor would he argue that
question, but they prevented other
men from working; and many men
who attempted to run trains were
fired en with pistols by members of
the Brotherhood, or by those who
sympathized with the organization.
And ail this was done at the instigation
of a man named Arthurs, who, when
out of the country, was irresponsible to
the laws of this country.

An ION. MRMBEIi: A Yankee.
Mr. BOWELL said whatever might

have been the fault of the managers of
the Grand Trunk Railway, they
certainly did make an attempt to
carry on the business of the road.
They not only sent men from all parts
of the country to the different stations
to replace the strikers, but they
actually put one or two engine-drivers
upon the train leaving Belleville to
act in the place of those who might
desert their employment at nine
Oeclock, no matter what point the train
had reached. At nine o'cloek, some of
the engineers not only stopped their
trains, but in some instances uncoupled
them from the engines, and left the
trains upon the track and the pas-
sen1gers to the mercy and inclemency
of the weather in mid-winter.
The night on which the strike took
place was during the most inclement
season of the year; and cars filled with
Passengers, women and children, old
and young, of ail classes, were left
during one of the most severe nights in
the winter, for many hours, nearly for
days, before the train could be moved;
and yet those acts were justified by
hon. members of the House, and the
len committing such acts were eulo-

gized as saints and martyrs for their
5;G

country. Not only so, but when a
train was forced through by the aid of
the military, and arrived at the station,
the men were stoned, and attempts
made te disable the engine and throw
it off the track by means of sliding
bars; and when they succeeded, with
the aid of the volunteers stationed on
each car, and by guarding it on all
sides, the strikers again put something
on the track and threw the engine off.
The moment the men attempted to
replace the engine on the track, they
were fired at from behind the sheds.
Yet hon. members justified the action
of the men who committed those deeds.
He had examined the Major-General's
report, since it was referred to by the
hon. member for Hamilton (Mr.
Irving), but ho failed to find in the re-
port any such language as had been
attributed to that officer. He could
not understand how it would be pos-
sible for the Major-General to state
that the reports wore exaggerated, not
having any knowledge of the matter
further than the reports sent to him by
the militia officers.

Mr. IRVING said that on page 47
it was stated that the whole affair had
been magnified.

Mr. BOWELL said he admitted that
the County Attorney said in the report
that the actual violence was much ex-
aggerated. But, when he informed the
House that that gentleman was not at
the station during the tine when the
worst outrages were committed, ho
might be excused for saying that
he did not know what ho was writing
about. Ie might say more b bout that
gentleman, but he would not do so.
The objection that he entertained to the
B1ll before the House was that it
appeared not to meet the object those
hon. members who had taken part
in the discussion seemed to think it
was intended to meet. He did not
understand the logical position of'
the hon. member for Hamilton (Màr.
Irving), who statedl that the law,ý, as it
stood, was not only more strict but
provided heavier penalties for the
commission of acts of violence than
did the present B:11, and yet, at the
same time, ho appoaled to the liouse in
a pathetie manner to give the Bill the
three months' hoist and keep the law
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on the Statute-book, which he said
would punish men more than the pro-
posed measure. Ie objected to the
Bill becsuse it was not sufficiently
stringent to suppress such acts of
violence as those to which he had
referred. What punishment could be
too great for a man in charge of an
engine and cars who, at the most
inclement soason, stopped the train in
a snowstorm, and ran away with the
engine, leaving men, women and
children without fuel, and without the
means of reaching the nearest station,
12 or 24 hours in the storm? The
paltry punishment of $100 fine or three
months' imprisonment would not have
that effect, and a term of five years in
the Penitentiary wovld not be too
severe for the perpetrator of such an
act. Those men who had abandoned
their engines and left the passengers
as he had described, afterwards with
pistols and bludgeons not only des-
troyed the property, but actuall y fired
at the men who attempted to place the
engines on the track after they had
been thrown off, and any men who
attempted to take an engine out of the
yard. He would have expected that,
when such a Bill as the present one
was submitted to the House, the hon.
member for Hamilton (Mr. Irving)
would, in the'interests of those whom
he seened to represent, have received
it with pleasure; but the hon. mem-
ber had denounced the Bill as class
leogislation, on account of the penalties
it imposed, and yet he had read the
present law to show how much more
strict the punishments were under it.
If he (Mr. Bowell) voted for the three
months' hoist it would be for the op-
posite reason to that given by the hon.
member for Hamilton, and he trusted
that, if the hon. the Minister of Justice
desired to meet those cases and to deal
out due punishment to men who com-
mitted those acts of violence, he çould
so amend the law as to make its vio-
lation not probable in the future. It
had been said that the people in the
municipality of Belleville, and the
magistrates thore did not do their duty
on the occasion referred to. It had
also been asserted by many people that
the volunteers did not do thoir duty. It
was, however, very difficult for the
volunteer force in Belleville to do its

Mr. BOWELL.

duty upon that occasion, particularly
as it appeared by the Brigade-Major's
report and the report of the Command-
ing Officer that not only had the force
no winter clothing, but no ammunition,
although the Commanding Officer had
applied to the Department over and
over again and his applications had
been neglected or refused. The only
ammunition which the force had had
for a long time was some for practice
at their butts, which was purchased
with their own money. It was true,
and he said it with pleasure, that the
Queen's Own of Toronto behaved ad-
mirably under the peculiar circum-
stances ; they arrived between twelve
and one o'clock in the morning, when
it was dark, and they could scarcely
see any one. They were stoned, all
kinds of missiles being thrown at them,
and were actually fired at from behind
the sheds. Yet they behaved like old
soldiers and veterans, and no words of
praise and commendation could be too
strong in regard to their behaviour.
They were not better armed than the
Belleville local force, but they were
botter clothed and they had ammu-
nition with which to act,-which they
did with docision. As soon as
they mounted the engines and ran
them down to the other station,
the engines wero permitted to go.
But, as soon as the volunteers retired,
other men along the lino prevented
the engines from proceeding. The
strike extended from Island Pond to
Sarnia, along the whole lino, and yet
the magiitrates and the local author-
ities of Belleville had been denounced,
not only by the press but by the pub-
lie, because they wore not able to
combat thoso difficulties. The mo-
ment a train passed outside the limits
of Belleville it entered another muni-
cipality, and if the Government-
although they said they had no law to
justify them in sending out the militia
force and taking possession of the
whole line-had acted with the same
decision as did the authorities in
Michigan under similar circumstances,
and placed a guard of men on every
train and fored its way through,
there would have been much less
difficulty experienced. He would, DO
doubt, be met with the objection that
bhe law did not give the Government
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such power, but, in view of the pecu-
liar difficulties which beset them,
trains being scattered along the whole
line, he was of opinion that the
country would have justified them
in any such action taken under
the circumstances. The law should
give power, if it did not at present do
so, to the several Governments to take
sueh steps under such circumstances as
would effetually prevent such an out-
break. lie knew that, under the
present law, municipal authorities had
the power to call out the military to
suppress a riot; but, as the strike
affected every municipality along the
whole line in Ontario and Quebec, each
municipality would have been com-
pelled to call to thoir aid some military
or other force to prevent the strike and
the violence continuing. The Govern-
ment sheltered itself under the Militia
Law, and stated they had no power to
take action ; and it wax amusing to
read how the hon. the Minister of
Public Works had instructed the
Attorney-General of Ontario as to
what ho should do, and referred him to
the law on the subject. The hon.
Minister appeared to be not only active
and energetic in his own Department,
but even able to instruct the Attorney-
General of Ontario as to the manner
in which ho should discharge his duties.
He (Mr. Bowell) held the view-and
overyone who had anything to do with
the difficulties would come to the same
conclusion-that the law should be so
amended as to enable the Government,
when such a strike took place, to call
out not only the local forces, but the
whole military force, in order to
force Her Majesty's mails through
the country. It occurred to him that
some such provision was contained in
the Post Office Act; if there was no
such provision, the sooner it was
inserted the botter. UInless the hon.
the 3Minister of Justice was prepared to
So amend the Bill as to take that
power, and to make provision for the
condign punishment of men who acted
ls the Grand Trunk strikers and their
aiders and abettors had dono during the
I)ast winter, followed up as they had
been, by similar acts in different parts
of the continent, the Bill would be
waste paper. The Bill appeared to bo
an attempt to place the engineers in a

botter position than before, and, if the
member for Hamilton was correct,
a disposition was manifested not to
punish them as severely as under the
old law. It was truc that some of the
strikers were arrested and not pun-
ishcd. One was arrested in Belleville
and sent to gaol, but ho was not
punished, because the men had such
control over the managers of the Grand
Trunk they dared not punish them.
The company, having no power placed
at their disposal, either by the Govern-
ment or by the local authorities, to en-
able them to quell the riot, they had
either to allow the road to be closed for
weeks, perhaps months, or to come to
terms; and the company had conse-
quently to succumb to the strikers, who
were led on by foreigners.

Mr. BLAIN said the demands wer*e
perfectly just.

Mr. BOWELL said he had always
supposed that an employer had
the right to engage men and
retain them in bis service so long
as they were willing to remain and he
was willing to pay them the money
they asked. So soon as the employés
became dissatisfied with their portions
and could not accept the wages paid,
they vere at liberty to leave and seek
employment elsewhere; but he (Mr.
Bowell) had yet to learn that in this or
any other civilized country men had
the right to band together and demand
from their employer such wages as
they chose to ask, and, whon their
demands were refused, to stand at his
door with pistols and prevent bis work
proceeding, their places being filled by
other workmen. That might be the
doctrine of the hon. member for West
York, but it was one which would not
be supported oither by the House or the
country. He hoped that in dealing
with the question the Government
would place a law upon the Statute-
book that would prevent in the future
any such occurrence as that which had
reeently taken place, which tended to
the injury of the country, and that, in
their own interests, the Administration
would take power in that or some other
Act to suppress a revolt-for it was
nothing less-similar to that which
had occurred during the past winter.
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Mr. BABY said he rose to call the
attention of the hon. the Minister of
Justice to the point as to whether the
Bill did not come into confliet with
Provincial rights. There was at
present a law in Quebec under which
the Masters and Servants Act would
be very effective. That law was found
in the Consolidated Statutes of Lower
Canada, the second and third pro-
visions of which the hon. Minister of
Justice repealed by the present measure.
Those sections were amended by the
Local Legislature of Quebec in 1870,
and extended, and it was doclared in
that Statute that those, as well as
other sections, should form part and
parcel ot the law. Many members of
the Bar of Lower Canada thought the
Bill would cause a conflict with local
iurisdiction. The lion. the Minister of
Justice lad admitted that Provincial
Legislatures had the right to execute
laws in that respect, and, if such were
the case, they could also enact penalties
for infringements of the law. -He
hoped if the Bill passed the hon. the
Minister of Justice would provide
against any conflict of jurisdiction.

Mr. ROBINSON said his sympa-
thies, not only -from what ho had heard
from the hon. member for Hamilton
(-Mr. Irving), but from what ho had
previously known, were with the loco-
motive engineers and not with the
Grand Trunk Railway Company, and,
therefore, he would be very glad to
vote for the amendment. Few hon.
members had had a more extensive ac-
quaintance with that body of men than.
it had been his good fortune to possess.
As President of the Northern Railway
for thirteen or fourteen years, he vas
naturally thrown into contact with
these men. The society of engineers,
which had hundreds if not thousands
of members scattered over the conti-
nent,fromOregon to California and from
California to Quebec, was a very
numerous body, and held an annual
meetinir or convention in the United
States or Canada. He had the
good fortune to preside over an annual
gathering of that respectable body of
men while he held the office of Presi-
dent ot the Northern Railway, and he
never met a more manly, intelligent
and respectable body of men tiian the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers.

Mr. BoWXLL.

He believed that these engineers had
as many lives perhaps under their
charge, if not as valuable cargoes, as
captains of steamships. The only dif-
ference between the two classes was
that the captain of a steamer whoè
brought his vessel safely through a
tempest was praised, while the captain
ofthe locomotive performed his perilons
duties comparatively unnoticed. Thev
certainly deserved the consideration, if
not the sympathy, of the House. He
believed that the whole difficulty
which led to the strike was due to the
treatment the engineers had received
in 1875. This naturally irritated
them, and ho was convinced, after hav-
ing perused the correspondence, that
the one side was as much to blame as
the other. The men had acted in a
manly, straightforward common-sense
manner, and the answers they had
received had been curt and unceremoni-
ous. They were simplyinformed on one
occasion that Nir. Hickson was in New
York-no more. If the managers of th-
Grand Trunk Railway bad shown a
little more judgment, this serious
trouble would have been avoided. To
show that lie was not alone in this re-
gard, lie would mention the fact that
their case had been ably presented to
the City Council of Toronto, composed
of 27 or 30 members, who had con-
cluded that the engineers had as much
justice as Lad the company on their
side. These men had made up their'
minds that they were being driven to
the wall, and treated unjustly, and
that they were fighting for their liveli-
hood, without a chance of common
justice or fair representation being
afforded them. The Brotherhood wa-s
numerous and respectable. He though t
they had acted as spirited mon would
under such circumstances. They had
the sympathy of the Council and of the
great majority of the people of Toronto,
and ho thought they should also have
the sympathy of the country and of the
House.

Mir. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
that l umbermen engaged their employés
at some distance from where they were
to work, and frequently found it neces-
sary to advance them money. The
latter often deserted their employment.
and it seemed to him that, unless there
was some way other than that Of
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1 unishing such persons by a fine, as
proposed in the Act, employers were
exposed to serious loss. Imprisonment
should bc ordered if the fine were not
paid.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
said he vas rather surprised at the
amendment moved by the hon. mem-
bers for Hamilton and West York. He
agreed that railway employés and engi-
n eors were, on the whole, a very intelli-
gent body of men,who merited commen-
dation for their industry. At the same
time he was not prepared to say that
if they engaged in lawless acts, their
former respectability was any justifi-
eation in this connection. The dis-
eussion had taken a wider range than
tne measure warranted. It did not
p roposelegislation with regard to law-
abiding but law-breaking citizons.
Did the hon. member for Hamilton
(Mr. Irving) mean to say that mon
guilty of acts mentioned in the Bill,
would bo justified in committing them ?
The hon. member for North Hastings
(Mr. Bowell) had stated that on the
occasion of the strike passengers were
detained and their lives exposed to
danger; and this he was sure would
not meet with the approbation of
lion. gentlemen opposite. If mon
were allowed to take the law in
their own hands and sottle thoir
grievances as pleased them, on the
same argument all the laws in the
country might be abolished; and any
license would be justifiable. When the
mon in question had read and pondered
over the measure, they would be pro-
pared to assent to its propriety. H1e
held that the measure was not at all
out of place. If mon broke tho law
they should be punishod, and if they
suffered under grievances, they should
appeal to the law. Innocent persons
should not be compelled to suffer, as
had been the case a few weeks ago.
This law was necessary.

Mr. KERR said s,>me such measure
should be at onze placed on the Statute-
book. He sympathized noither with
the Locomotive Brotherhood nor
with the Grand Trunk Railway autho-
rities. He considered that if any class
'of men had grievances there were
legal means for obtaining redress. It
vould never do for the louse, which

was the fountain head for the laws of
the country, to countenance anything
like a repetition of such conduct. He
had not only .been indignant, but
humiliated to think that this was pos-
sible in Canada. Our laws were sacred,
and they could not be broken with
impunity. Within a few miles of
Cobourg, near bis own residence, a
large train, filled with men, women and
children, had been stopped at the dead
of night, when the strike began, within
a woodat some distance from any dwell-
ing house, and tbere they were left until
morning,when they were driven to town.
He was told that there were children
and delicate females on the train whose
lives were almost sacrifie cd that night,
and Le felt that, if there was not a law
on the Statute-book to prevent or pun-
ish severely conduct of that kind, it
was the duty of the Government at the
earliest moment to frame such a
measure, and Le believed that such a
measure was now proposed by the hon.
the Minister of Justice. When the hon.
member for Hamilton (Mr. Irving),
was speaking eloquently, as ho always
did, he (Mr. Kerr) had hoped that he
was the only hon. gentleman in the
Hiouse who entertained such views as
he had enunciated. When that hon.
gentleman was followed by the hon.
meniber for West York (Mr. Blain),
he (Mr. Kerr), thought he was the last
person who entertained such views;
but ho was amazed when that hon.
member, to a certain extent, not only
excused, but justified the conduct of
those men. He did not care how res-
pectable the strikers were. Respecta-
bility should never bo ploaded when
it set itself in defiance of law. He was
rather in accord with the views of
the hon. member for North Hastings
(Mr. Bowell), when ho donounced
such conduct; and ho was sorry that
the highly respectable members for
Hamilton and West York had seen fit
to differ with the remarks of the hon.
the Minister of Justice. He was
sorry that the remarks of those
hon. gentlemen would go abroad
throughout the length and breadth of
the country, because he feared they
would have anything but a salutary
effect. He was sure hon. members
would agree with him that any attempt
to break tho law and order of the
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country should be discountenanced.
As a result of this evil example, the
operations of the Midland Railway
were stopped for a few days. A little
strike was organized, and the conse-
quence was that business and travel
were greatly inconvenienced. With-
ont setting his face against the Loco-
motive Brotherhood or in favour of the
Grand Trunk Railway Company, ho
sincerely hoped that the House would
declare that law and order must be
maintained at all hazards. He hoped
the amendment of the hon. member
for Hamilton would get an infinitessi-
mal vote and that the Bill before the
House would be overwhelmingly sus-
tained. It was just as much in the
interest of the Locomotive Brotherhood
that law and order should be preserved
as it was for anyone else in the Do-
minion.

Mr. IRVING: The Midland people
struck because you would not pay
pay their wages.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said he
thought the hon. the Minister of Jus-
tice deserved the thanks of all law-
abiding people as well as of this House.
He was surprised that hon. members,
especially those for Hamilton (Mr.
Irving), West Toronto (Mr. Robinson),
and West York (Mr. Blain), should
encourage such outrageons conduct on
the part of the engineers as took place
in January last. He hoped the hon.
the Minister of Justice would make the
law strong enough to punish those
men. Ho agrecd thoroughly with
what the hon. member for North Has-
tings said. It would be a good thing
if the law was strong enough to send
the strikers to the Penitentiary for five
or ten years, and ho suggested that
those hon. members who encouraged
them should go to the Penitentiary
along with them.

Mr. TUPPER said ho did not think
that the time spent in the discussion of
this Bill had been lost. He was satis-
flied that hon. members would agree
with him in the opinion that no ques-
tion of a more delicate nature than
this could come under the considera-
tion of Parliament. Any question
that touched the delicate relations of
the employer and the employé, of
capital and labour, was of very great

Mr. KERR.

importance and required the utmost
calmness in its consideration. The
Bill before the House had been assailed
on two grounds. 'Jt had been assailed
by the hon. member for Hamilton in a
very able speech, in which ho attacked
it as class legislation. He believed
there was no hon. member in the
flouse who would not agree with that
hon. gentleman that class legislation
was to be deplored, unless it was found
to be absolutely necessary - that
nothing but the most stringent neces-
sity could warrant legislation which
was intended, not for the general
public, but was aimed at a particular
class. Great as was the difficulty
caused by the strike on the Grand
Trunk, and unpleasant as were its
consequences, ho did not think that a
sufficiently strong case had been made
out to warrant class legislation. Then
the Bill was very successfully attacked
by the hon. member for Hastings on
the stronger ground that, if such
legislation were required, the measure
was altogether insufficient for its
intended purpose. It was one that
would be viewed with great hostility
by the class against whom it was
levelled, and would have an exasperat-
ing influence upon them. But the Bill
was also objectionable inasmuch as it
would fail in the object it sought to
attain. He thought it would prove
just as obnoxious to the employer as
the employed, and that it would be
regardod as entirely inadequate by the
persons whose interests it was designed
to promote. What was the cause which
induced the measure ? A groat artery
of communication was interrupted, but,
if the laws on the Statute-book had been
vigorously enforced and the Govern-
ment had been equal to the emergencY,
no necessity would have arisen for the
legislation proposed. He had read the
Bill with some care, and ho failed to
find anything except a number of pro-
visions which appeared te him to be
adequately provided by existing law.
We had been voting $1,000,000 an-
nually for the last ton years to clothe
the Government with power to deal
with such emergencies, and it was a
scandal and not at all creditable to the
Government or the country itself that,
after sueh an enormous expenditure of
public money, the whole Governmelt
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of the country should be paralysed by
a mere handful of people who chose to
take charge of the Grand Trunk Rail-
way, to stop Her Majesty's, mails, and
to bring the whole business of the
Dominion to a standstill. What did
the Bill provide in order to moet such
emergencies? The only important
provision it contained was the follow-
mg:

"Wbosoever being under a contract of
service or otherwise-

"(a.) With a railway company, bound,
agreeing or assuming to carry Her Majesty's
mails, or passengers or freight; or

"(b.) With Her Majesty, or any one on
behalf of Her Majesty, or of the Government,
in connection with a Government railway on
which Her Majesty's mails, or passengers or
freight are carried,

"Wilfully or maiiciously breaks any such
contract, knowing or laving reason to be-
lieve, that the probable consequences of his
so doing, either alone or in combination with
others, will be to delay or prevent the run-
ning of any locomotive engine, or freight or
passenger train or car on the railway ;-

"Shall, on conviction thereof, be liable to
be punished by fine not exceeding one hun-
dred dollars, or by imprisoniment for a ternm
not exceeding three months, with or without
hard labour."

Did that clothe the Government with
any power they did not aiready pos-
sess ? He asked the hon. the iMinister
of Justice and independent members
of the House to follow him while lie
read the law now on the Statute-book.
The seventeenth clause of the Act for
the regulation of the Postal Service
was as follows:-

"To obstruct or wilfully delay the pas-
sing or progress of any mail, or of any
carriage or vessel, horse, animal or
carriage employed in conveyng any mail,
on any public highway, river, canal or water
communication, shall be a miedemeanour."

Was there anything stronger in the
proposed measure than that, which
characterized the very thing that took
place as a misdemeanor ? But how
was that misdemeanor to bo pun-
ished ? On page 57 of the Statutes of
1875 they found the following provi-
sion :-

" And every such offence declared to be 'a
misdemeanour by this Act shall be punish-
able by fine or imprisonment, or both, in
the discretion of the court before whom the
offender is convicted."

And the 30th section of the same
Act provided:

" Any imprisonment awarded under this
Act shall be in the Penitentiary of that part
of the Dominion in which the conviction
shall take place, if for a term of or exceed-
ing two years; and if the imprisonment
awarded shall be for a less t2rm, it may be
with or without hard labour in the discre-
tion of the Court awarding it."

So that the existing law was more
stringent and effective than that pro-
posed by the hon. the Minister of
Justice. The punishment in the
measure before the Ilouse was a fine
of $100. iNow, it was stated that the
Locomotive Brotherhood had the
means of ensuring to all parties
engaged in the strike, the payment of
a large salary down to the lst of
April; and he would like to know
how much it would inconvenience the
Association to pay fines of $100 for
fifty or one hundred of its members.
The Government had every means at
their disposal to prevent the stoppage
of public business and to punish
the offenders, but, after spending
$10,000,000 on the Militia. the country
had the satisfaction of knowing that,
when a detachment was required,
the mon either had no clothing
or no ammunition. The existing law
was sufficient for the emergency, and
it was the fault of the Administration
that it was not carried out; and the
Hloùse was now called upon to cover
up that failure by the enactment of a
new law, which was to lead the people
to suppose that existing legislation was
not sufficient to meet the case. He
did not wish to express a single word
of sympathy for the parties engaged
in this interruption of business ; he did
not go into the question of what
grounds of complaint there wero on
one side and mismanagement on the
other, but urged that the law on bhe
Statute-book was sufficient for every
emergency of the kind. As to the
cruelty involved by the stoppage of
trains between stations and at inconve-
nient localities, he wished to say a few
words. He understood that the parties
who intended to striko gave notice of
their intention, and that notice was so
precise as to stato the very time at
which the strike would take place. If
he was correct in that, he thought it
relieved the parties charged with
cruelty of a great deal of the onus of
that charge. A strike on a great lino
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of railway was different to a strike of
any other kind, and in order to avoid
the destruction of property and im-
perilling of life, it became necessary
that the strike should take place simul-
taneously all over the line. If one
train stopped and another ran, he could
not see how collisions and destruction
of property and endangering of life
could be avoided; at any rate no such
consequences could result if operations
on the road ceasedi to move simultane-
ously. He did not offer this as any jus-
tification for the parties engaged i n the
strike, but he thought that to a certain
extent what had been regarded as an
act of great cruelty was a necessary
and essential part of the course these
parties had decided to carry out. After
what had been stated it would be much
better wore further time taken to
mature the measure. If it were neces-
sary to deal with the subject at al], he
believed it should be dealt with in a
much mo o extended and comprehen-
sive fori than the proposel Bill pro-
vided, which wouid entirely fail in its
object. Under those circuistances,
whether the Bill vas regarded as class
legislation or as legislation unequal to
the emergency, if such an emergency
was forced upon the House, it would be
well to take more time for its consider-
ation. That should especially be done
as the difficulty which the Bill was
intended more particularly to meet had
been tided over, and the Government
had received a hint as to the neocessity
of having more efficient measures pro-
vided for the enforcement and admin-
istration of the present laws. The
laws already on the Statute-book
would be weakened by the Bill, while
the House would be committed to class
legislation. It would entirely fail to
satisfy either employer or employés.

Mr. BLAKE said lie would add a
few words to what he had already said,
before the debate closed. He would
inform his hon. friend and the flouse
that he would tako a more convenient
season, if the Bill received its second
reading, to explain the details. He
believed the difficulties mentioned by
the hon. members for Sherbrooke
(Mr. Brooks), Joliette (Mr. Baby),
North Renfrew (Mr. White), and
Cape Breton (Mr. MacKay), had
been already met. They verc ques-

Mr. TUPPER.

tions of detail which could not
be explained now, but which, if not
satisfactory, could be amended so as to
meet the flouse in the particulars to
which they referred. He would turn
to the main attack made upon theBill by
the hon. member for Camberland. He
would commence by saying that the
measure was not designed to meet al[
the difficulties in which the country
found itself pltnged by the Grand
Trunk strike. The House might at
once dispose of the consideration of the
various questions to which the lion.
member for North Hastings and other
hon. gentlemen had alluded, as re-
lating to occurrences in the strike,
because the measure, whatever its
morits or deinerits, did not profess to
deal, and in his opiniou ought not
properly to deal, with matters which
were entirely foreign from those with
which its provisions dealt. The Bill
did not profess to deal even with a
strike, or to interfere with the freedom
of the employé to leave the service of
his employer at any time when bis
contract had expired. It professed in
genoral terns to say that, save under
special circumstances, breach of
service was not a crime. It
professed to define certain breaches
of contract, or in the event of certain
breaches of service, when they involved
consequences of such moment and
were connected with such results as
might, in the opinion of the Govern-
ment, fairly be called crimes, te define
and punish them as such. To deal with
such a measure was an entirely
different question from such as to how
to avoid a breach of contract, or how
to treat a riot, how persons obstructing
railway engines were to be treated,
how persons who made murderous
assaults, as alleged, were to be treated,
or how the militia of this country
was to be called out in aid of the civil
powers. Did the measure attempt to
deal with all these questions it wouid
be preposterous ; it would be an absurd
mixture of entirely disconnected mat-
ters. As had already been intimated
to the House, the events which
occurred subsequent to the strike were
intended to be met, as would also
appear by the notice upon the paper.
The proposed legislation in the latter
direction might not satisfy hon.
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gentlemen opposite. It was difficult
to satisfy them. With one breath
they would say the pressure was too
small and with another breath it was
too great. He did not expect to satisfy
them. What the House was dealing
with at present was the simple and
single question of whether it was fit to
declare that breaches of contracts in
ge nexal, whether of service or other-
vise, should be regarded as crimes,

and whether certain breaches of con-
tracts should be declared as crimes,
and certain punishment should be pro-
vided for them. The hon. member for
Cumberland had referred to a clause
in the Post-Office Act. He would
yield with unfeigned deference to that
hon. gentleman's legal powers of con-
struing an Act of Parliament; but he
must confess that the hon. gentleman's
construction of that clause had
surprised him. He (Mr. Blake) had
read it with great attention, and ho did
not believe it applied to this case at all,
to the removal of an engine in any
,shape or way. So convinced was he of
this, that a notice had been put upon
the paper to so amend the Post-Office
Act as would make that special clause
applicable to that very class of cases.
If there were, as ho was aware there
were, cases in which offences might
come within the letter of his proposed
Bill, but were punishable by another
and more severe law, thon, in such
case, other laws would be expressly
preserved. The Bill was expressly
designed to preserve all punishments
over all crimes which might otherwise,
or by some construction, be compre-
hended within the offences punishable
by the Bill; provided always, however,
that no person should be punished
twice for the same offence. He did
not propose to discuss the respective
attitudes of the Grand Trunk Ra ilway
or the locomotive engineers. He
agreed with the hon. member for West
York (Mr. Blain) as to the character
of the rules of the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Engineers. He felt it was
his duty to see the rules, and so far as
he had seen them, they appeared to be
Most wholesome and excellent rules.
But with the use or abuse of the
rules, or the utility of the organization
-and he had no doubt it had been use-
ful-or with its abuse, the House had

nothing to do. The question to be
dealt with was whether the House
was determined that breaches of con-
tract, whether of service or otherwise,
on a railway carrying mails, passen-
gers and freight, where such breaches
of contract were wilful and malicious.
and when made with the knowledge or
belief that the consequences would
probably be of such a character as to
stop or impede traffic-whether such
breaches of contract were to be looked
upon as crimes, punishable by -a
moderate punishment. The hon. gen-
tlemen who objected to that proposi-
tion bad, by their silence, admitted
that the other classes of breaches of
contract dealt with in the Bill, should
be regarded as crime; as for instance,
such a breach of cantract as would de-
prive the city of Ottawa of water or
gas for a day or night. Nobody had
said a word about that. But ho did
not know whether such a thing as ho
had supposed with reforence to the
railway would not cause far greater
inconvenience and difficulty to the
public, and greater expense and
damage to a company, than would
arise in a case such as the latter.
There was no attempt to interfere with
the right of the employés to combine.
His view was that employers and em-
ployés should stand equal before the
law in that respect. It was one thing
for the law not to interfere with any
breach of contract when the loss was
only a pecuniary one to the employer
and employé, but it was another thing
with the breach of contract involving
serious inconvenience to the public, a
probable danger to life, and great
damage to valuable property. He saw
no reason why such cases as those
should be excepted, any more than
those to which hon. gentlemen had
not objected. He would declare that,
in his opinion, it would not be right to
permit another Session of Parliament
to pass without some legislation
directed to the prevention of such
breaches of contract as those which
had occurred on the Grand Trunk
Railway. It was now said thore was
no breach of contract, that the mon
were not under contract. If it were so,
thon the law would not touch them.
It was cases of breach of contract, and
those alone, that the law was intended
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to meet. lIe ventured to affirm that
the intelligent enployés. of this
country would not disapprove of the
law.

Question put, and amendment lost,
on the following Division:-

YEAS :

Messieurs
Baby Little
Benoit Macdonald (Kingston)
Blain McDonald(Cape Breton)
Blanchet Macmillan
Cameron McCallum
Campbell McCarthy
Caron McQuade
Cimon Masson
Cuthbert Monteith
Daoust Montplaisir
Desjardins Mousseau
Domville Pinsonneault
Ferguson Plumb
Fraser Pope (Compton)
Gaudet Robinson
Gibbs (North Ontario) Robitaille
Gibbs (South Ontario) Rochester
Gill Rouleau
Haggart Stephenson
Hurteau Thompson (Cariboo)
irving Tupper
Jones (S. Leeds) White (E. Hastings)
Lanthier Wood.-46.

NAYS:

Messieurs
Appleby Hall
Archibald Higinbotham
Aylmer Holton
Bain Huntington
Bannatyne Jones (Halifax)
Barthe Kerr
Béchard Kirk
Bernier Kirkpatrick
Bertram Laflamme
Biggar Lajoie
Blackburn Landerkin
Blake Laurier
Bolduc Macdonald (Cornwall)
Borron Macdonald (Centre
Bourassa Toronto)
Bowell MacDonnell
Bowman Macdougall (E. Elgin)
Boyer McDougall(S.Renfrew)
Brooks McDougall (Three Riv.-)
Brouse MacKay (Cape Bret.on)
Buell McKay (Colchester)
Burk McCraney
Burpee (St. John) MeIntyre
Burpee (Sunbury) McIsaac
Carmichael McLeod
Cartwright McNab
Casey Metcalfe
Casgrain Mills
Cauchon Mitchell
Charlton Mofrat
Cheval Norris
Christie Oliver
Church Paterson
Cockburn Perry
Coffin Pickard
Colby Platt
Cook Pouliot
Costigan Richard
Coupal Ross (W. Middlespx)
Cunningham Ross (Prince E dward)

Mr. BLAK.

Currier
Davies
Dawson
Delorme
De St. Georges
DeVeber
Dewdney
Donahue
Dymond
Farrow
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Flesherg
Flynn
Forbes
Galbraith
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Guthrie
Hagar

Bill read ti

Ryan
Scatcherd
Schultz
Scriver
Shibley
Short
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Selkirk)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thibaudeau
Thompson(Haldinand)
Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Wallace (S. Norfolk)
White (N. Renfrew)
Workman
Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Yeo.-125.

e second tine.
House adjourned at

Ten ininutes after
Twelve o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 21st .March, 1877.

The Speaker tookthe chair at Three
o'clock.

BOUNDARIES OF MANITOBA
BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. MILLS introduced a Bill (No. 87)
Respecting the boundaries of the Pro-
vince of Manitoba. He said the Bill
made slight alterations of the boundary
of the Province, but it would not
either enlarge or diminish its area.
The change was for the purpose of
giving facilities for registering patents
within the Province. The British
North America Act authorized Parliîa-
ment to make such alterations, with
the consent of the Local Legislature.
That consent had been obtained. A
Bill had been passed by the Legislature
which had received the assent of the
Lieutenant-Governor, and, although he
(Mr. Mills) had given notice of this
measure some time ago, he had deferred
taking further action until the local Bill
became law.

Mr. SCHULTZ asked what would be
the increase of the area of the Province
as proposed by the Bill.
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Mr. MILLS said there would be no
increase. The Bill moved the eastern
boundary a little further west and
the western boundary was moved to
correspond. There was practically no
change in the area of the Province.
They had adopted a boundary which
neither divided the townships nor the
sections. It was to avoid such divisions
that the change was made.

Mr. SCHULTZ: Thon it makes no
division except as concerns the matter
of registration in the Province?

Mr. MILLS: No.
Bill read the first tine.

PARLIAMENTARY REPRESEN-
TATION COMMITTEE.

COMMITTEE APPOINTED.

Mr. CASEY, in the absence of Mr.
DEVLIN, moved :

c That the following nine members, viz:
Messrs. Devlin, Kerr, Kirkpatrick, Caron,
Frechette, Gilmor, Costigan, Borden and the
inover (of whom four shall form a quorum),
he appointed to compose the Select Coni-
mittee to enquire into and report on the prac-
tical working of the plan under which the
people are now represented in Parlianient ;
and of the systems which have, of late years,
been adopted in other countries; with a view
to remedy some of the alleged defects of the
existing plan ; as ordered by the House on
Monday las, the 19th instant."

Motion agreed to.

FLOATING CORD-WOOD ON THE
RIVER ST. FRANCIS BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. GILL introduced a Bill (No. 88)
To regulate the floating of cord-wood
on the River St. Francis. H[e said the
Parliament of Quebec had passed an
Act regulating this matter, but, as the
stream was navigable in some parts, it
had been thought advisable to apply to
this -House for legislation.

Mr. BLAKE said there was, of
course, no objection to the Bill going
to the first reading; but he might men-
tion that a very large number of Bills
had been passed by Local Legislatures
to regulate, not merely the floating of
cord-wood, but of timber down various
navigable rivers. An important ques-
tion was involved in such legislation,
and some question existed as to the pre-

cise powers of the Local Parliaments in
reference thereto. It was necessary
that the matter should be well con-
sidered before the House passed any
measure of this kind.

Mr. PALMER said the question
involved in such legislation required
very grave consideration. He had a
motion on the paper in regard to such
rights on a Now Brunswick river,
which ho would discuss when the order
was called.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the subject was one deserving of careful
consideration. At this late period of
the Session, however, the question
could not very well be discussed at
length. Next Session a Special Com-
mittee might be appointe:i to go into
the whole question.

Bill read thefirst tine.

BILL INTRODUCED.

The following Bill was introduced
and read the first tine.

Bill (No. 89) To provide greater
convenience and safety for passengers
on railways in Canada.-(MIr. Trow.)

WALTER SCOTT DIVORCE BILL.

SECOND READING ORDERED.

Mr. McCARTHY moved that Bill
(No. 84) For the relief of Walter
Scott be read a second time to-morrow.
He said the report of the Select Com.
mittee had been presented to the
House, and ho supposed that it was
necessary to make his motion in order
that the Bill might go to its second
reading.

Mr. SPEAKER said that ho found
on looking into this matter that, in the
Peterson case, the procedure was really
under the system previously adopted,
of having the Bills referred to the
Standing Committees after the first
reading. Todd's "Private Bill Prac-
tice," which was written about that
time, stated that Private Bills reported
by Standing Committees were placed on
the order paper on the day following
the receipt of the report. He thought
that, if this precedent was to be follow-
ed at all, it should be followed all
through, and the Bills allowed to go for
a second reading as a matter of course.

Business.Routine
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Mr. HOLTON said that practice hal
been changed since the volume men-
tioned was written.

Mr. SPEAKER said he was aware of
that. He thought that if they were to
follow the practice in the Peterson
case, it would bc better to follow the
practice throughout. It was as well
to have a distinct understanding on
this point.

Mr. HOLTON said his impression
was that Divorce Bills were purely and
simply Private Bills, and must follow
the rules respecting such measures.
The rule fornierly was to refer Private
Bills to al)propriate Committees after
the first and before the second read-
ing, but the House changed back to
the old system of referring after the
second reading. He thought Divorce
Bills should be subject to the same rule.

Mr. BLAKE: Do I understand you
to say, Mr. Speaker, that, following the
practice in the Peterson case, the Bill
goes on the orders for second reading
without motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; that was the
practice.

Mr. BLAKE said that the House
could not act very well on a rule which
was no longer in existence. Of course,
the House might follow a precedent as
far as it was competent to do so, if it
were a convenient one; and they were
not disposed, at any rate, not without
enquiry and consideration, to say that
it was inconvenient to follow this pre-
cedent. When they came to consider
how the Bill was to take the next
stage after the report of the Commit-
tee, ho was afraid that, if the precedent
turned out not to be supported by
authority at all, they would not be
called upon to follow it. If there were,
as he did not conceive there was, any
grounds whatever upon which a Bill
could be placed on the order paper
after reference without motion, ho
thought it was merely founded on the
practice in one or two isolated cases.
He thought the motion of the hon.
member for Cardwell was a correct
one. Of course, they had to deal with
the difficulty in which they found
themselves, but they ought not to
repeat what ho could not but regard as
the mistake made in the Peterson case,

Mr. SPZa.

allowing the Bill to go on the order
paper for a second reading, without a
motion and without a general rale
authorizing that procedure.

Sir JOIN A. MACDONALD said
he quite agreed with the Minister of
Justice. The bon. member in charge
of the Peterson Bill had naturallv
moved for the successive stages, and the
House had allowed it to pass, not being
particularly interested in it. Thus,
this case became a solitary instance of
such action, as he understood it. He
thought they had better keop to their
rule, for fear of doing real injury to
the party concerned in the Bill, and
still there was a great deal of
truth in the observation made b;-
the Minister of Justice the other
day, - that this was a judicial
proceeding, and that it looked rather
like an anomaly for them at the second
reading to aflirim the principle of a
Bill before recoiving the report of a
judicial Committee on the facts on
which it was based. Nevertheless, on
the other hand, they had their own
rules with regard to Private Bills, and
the only consequence of passing the
second reading then was, that every
hon. member understood he iwas quite
free to vote as ho pleased regarding
this class of Bills.

Mr. IIOLTON said that the motion
was only that the Bill be placedl on the
orders for second reading to-norrow.

Motion agreed to on a Division.

MARY JANE BATES DIVORCE
BILL.

SECOND READING ORDERED.

Mr. ROSS (West Middlesex) moved
that the Bill (No. 83) For the relief
of Mary Jane Bates be read the second
time to-morrow.

Mr. BLANCHET said, in his opinion.
it would be more correct to move that
the Bill be put on the order paper for
the second reading to-morrow. The
present motion implied an Order of
the House.

Mr. BLAKE : So it is always.
Mr. BLANCIIET said ho did not

like to be pledged to the second road-
ing. -He thought the motion should
'be altered as he had suggested.
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Mr. HOLTON: It is the same thing.
Mr. SPEAKER: The same rule

applies to all other orders.
Motion agreed to on a Division.

QUESTIONS lPUT BY MEMBERS.

Mr. SPEAKER asked for an ex-
pression of opinion with regard to
questions put by members, which
were directed to stand-in this case
owing to the absence of the Minister
of Public Works.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
hc thought thcy should stand over,
%vhen they were not put in order to
meet the convenience of the Ministry.

Mr. BLAKE said his own opinion
was that they should bc put over to
another day, when the Government
requested them to stand.

AUDIT OF ADVERTISING
COUNTS.

AC-

MOTION FOR ORDER IN CoUNCIL.

Mr. PALMER, in the absence of
Mr. DOMVILLE, moved for a copy of
Order in Council of 17th December,
1875, relating to the superintendence
and auditing of advertising accouInts;
also a statement showing how much
advertising was not brought under
superintendence and audit contem-
plated by Order in Council, by whom
such advertising was ordered, and by
whom done from ist January to 31st
December, 1876. He said he believed
the motion was made owing to the
statement in the report of the Secre-
tary of State that a portion of the
public printing had not been audited.
It appeared to him that this required
some explanation. He could not
understand why such a course should
bc adonted.

Mr. BLANCHET said, if permitted,
he would move in addition for a return
with regard to the total amount of
printing done ; the names of persons
to whom it was given ; the conditions
under which it was entered into, and
the amount and value of work donc.

Mr. SPEAKER: That relates to the
printing of all the Departments.

Mr. BLANCHET said it might be
included in the same motion.

Mr. BLAKE said it would be recol-
lected that when his hon. friend from
Temiscouata made a similar motion it
was objected to, and the inconvenience
of such a course pointed out.

Motion agreed to.

SALE OF POSTAGE STAMPS IN
ST. JOHN POST OFFICE.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. PALMER moved for all com-
munications received by the Post-
master-General or any other Depart-
ment of the Government from the St.
John Board of Trade on the subject of
the sale of postage stamps in the Post
Office at St. John. He said his con-
stituents had considerable interest in
this matter .The present Government,
after opening the post-office in St.
John had donc away with the sale of
postage stamps in it, and this occa-
sioned very great inconvenience to the
publie-particularly as many residents
of St. John were engaged ina sepfaring
life, and their wives and daughters
were engaged in frequent correspon-
dence with absent members of families.
He had been told that postage stamps
were sold in the Ilalifax Post Office.
One person in St. John had offered, if
a place werc given him in the building,
to pay for it and sell these stamps on
the ordinary conditions. He under-
stood that the St. John Board of Trade
had made a representation to the Gov-
ernment on the subject, and he wished
to know what action had been taken
by the Ministry or the Postmaster-
G-eneral in the premises. The space
required in the post-office would only
need to be something like 6 feet by 4
feet ; no loss would be sustained by the
Government, and the public would be
greatly convenienced if this was
granted.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the late Postmaster-General had revised
the order of his predecessor in this
respect. It seemed very absurd that
the only place where postage stamps
could not be obtained was the post-
office. This was the cause of great
inconvenience to travellers and to those
who went to the post-office to learn
what postage they had to pay. le
never could understand why it should
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not be the primary duty of the post-
office to furnish postage stamps. He
had always thought the order ill-ad-
vised, and ho hoped the Postmaster-
General would look into the matter.

Mr. IIUNTINGTON said no course
could be pursued by the Department
with regard to any matter, which
might not be the subject of criticism.
The greatest advantage, perhaps, of
the system now in force was its
uniformity. He thought sufficient
reason existed for the change that had.
been made in this regard. Objections
had been made to the sale of postage
stamps in post-offices, it took up a
great deal of room, and it was very
inconvenient. Strangers naturally
stopped at hotels, and thev did not
generally post their letters. Occasional
inconvenience mightnow be occasioned,
but it was not sufficient, in his opinion,
to justify a change. No representations
had been made to him in this relation.

Mr. PALMER asked whether his
information that postage stamps were
sold in the Halifax post-office was
correct.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said it vas not.
Employés had sold postage stamps in
the office at Halifax, but the practice
was felt to be objectionable. The post-
master there was, however, permitted
to keep stamps in the office for the
accommodation of strangers, but their
sale in the building was in no way to
be encouraged. They were trying to
harmonize the system, and to make
any change without good reason would
be blameworthy. Be was quite sure
that if postage stamps were sold in all
post-offices, the practice would lead to
far more serious complaints than were
now made.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said the Post-
master-General was in error in think-
ing that the present arrangement was
satisfactory. So far as be was aware,
precisely the contrary was the case.
He did not, however, blame the head
of the Department for the arrange-
ment, because he believed that it was
one of those arrangements which were
,carried into effect on the recommen-
dation of Post Office Inspectors. He
remonstrated with the Inspector at
the time the regulation was carried
Into efect, and pointed out the inceon-

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

venience which was likely to occur,
and, in fact, which had occurred
not only to strangers to the city, but to
those who were not familiar with
business. People not in the habit of
writing letters or receiving much cor-
respondence would naturally think
that by going to the post-office they
could get the requisite stamps to des-
patch letters. There might be a great
advantage in securing uniformity. He
thought the hon. the Postiaster-Gen-
eral would admit that representations,
had been made to him from Halifax,
at least, as to the inconvenience of the
system now in force there. He was
glad to hear the hon. the Postnaster-
General state that the system was only
tentative, and ho had no doubt that,
from the additional representations
which would come in from all parts of
the Dominion, the Department would
revert to the old system, by which the
public would be much better served.

Mr. HOLTON said the system of
prepayment was of very recent origin,
-hardly a year old ; and it was since
its introduction that the difficulty, if
there were a difficulty, and the inconve-
nience, if there were an inconvenience,
had been experienced, with reference
to stamps not being sold within the
walls of the post-offices. His own
observations ii Montreal, where a large
new post-office had been recently
opened, was that the public interest
would be much subserved by facilities
being given for procuring stamps
within the post-office itself. Theyneed
not nécessarily be sold through the
post-office employés, as he could sec
very great objectiQns to this being donc.
He did not know what the accommoda-
tion as to the sale of stamps was in
large cities outside of Montreal and
Quebec, but he thought there was
room in each of those offices for a
stamp office; and, he presumod, it was
the same in Halifax, Toronto and
many other cities. 'He was quite sure
the hon. the Postmaster-General, now
that his attention had been called to
the matter, would make such enquiries
as would lead him to adopt any moditi-
cation of the arrangements which tho
publi convenience might call for.

Mr. CURRIER said there were great
complaints in Ottawa because postage
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stamps could not be procured in the
post-office. It was true, vendors were
not far off, but it was really a great
inconvenience to strangers, and parti-
cularly to ladies, to have to go outside
the post-office for stamps. As to the
post-office clerks selling stamps, lie
eould not understand why the hon.
member for Chateauguay (Mr. Holton)
should object to such an arrangement.

Mr. HOLTON said the present sys-
tom contemplated the avoidance to the
largest extent possible of post-office
employés handling money, and he
thought that was a sound policy. He
knew there were defalcations of ail sorts
and irregularities with respect to pay-
ments under the old system. The
ordinary clerks of the post-office ough t
not to be vendors of stamps.

Mr. CURRIER said it was extraor-
dinary that post-office clerks could not
be trusted with a dollar's worth of
stamps. They would have to liy
them from the Government in the first
place, and he presumed a business-like
account could be kept between them
and the post-office.

Mr. WORKMAN said lie coincided
with what had been said by the hon.
member for Chateauguay (Mr. Holton),
and the hon. member for Ottawa (Mr.
Currier). He knew that a considerable
anmount of inconvenience existed in
Montreal for want of a roo ru in the post-
office where stamps were sold. He
hoped the hon. the Postmaster-General
woutid receive the suggestions offered in
the friendly spirit in which they were
made. There vas ample room in the
large city oflice for a stamp room.

Mr. CARON said he concurred in
the views expressed by the hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay. It seemed to him
impossible to discover a reason for a
systom which obliged the public to go
some distance from the post-office in
order to buy stamps required for post-
ing letters. That was a very great
moonvenience, especially when the
senders of lotters were in a hurry. He
knew that in the city of Quebec it was
very difficult for strangers not ac-
quainted with the city to procure
stamps. Last Session ho had an oppor-
tunity of bringing up the subject in a
different forn, and now, that this year
there was an almost universal expres-

sion of opinion against the existing
system, ho hoved the hon. the Post-
master-General would consider the
matter with the view of remedying it.
Of course there were many offices
where stamps wero sold.

Mr. HUNTINCGTONexplained that
he haid referred to city offices.

Mr. PALMER said he thought
stamps were sold in Charlottetown
(Prince Edward Island) post-office.

Mr. PLUMB said much of the
difficulty arose from people not know-
ing the number of stamps required;
and thon, after the fact had been ascer-
tained at the post-office, the stamps
could only be procured outside. Where
letters could be registered, there,
he thought, postage stanps ought to
be sold. He trusted the suggestion so
generally made would be adopted.

Mr. IUNTINGTON saidi he was
very glad to hear the suggestions
which had been made, as no doubt hon.
members were botter acquainted with
the feeling in their respective localities
than he was. The statement of the
hon. member for Chateauguay showed
a proper appreciation of the practieal
difficulties in the way of post-office
employés selling stamps, and ho
agreed with him that such a systen
was not a good one. There was a
manifest reason for this, as hon. mem-
bers would at once sec. As to the
advisability of stamps boing sold in
city offices, ho had no controversy
upon that point. There was no rule of
the Department against this being
done, but the difficuly was that no
appropriato place could be set apart in
the large city offices without the room
devoted to the public being seriously
infringed upon, unless a large expense
was incurred. But ho hoped that a
system s0 yonflg and nlew would not
be condemned because it was not
thoroughly perfect.

Mr. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.) said,
at Charlottetown, stamps were sold in
the postoffice by the clerks, and this
was a great publie convenienc.e. He
did not see why the same practice
could not be followed in other places.

Mr. ROBITAILLE said, it was just
as proper for clerks in city offices as it
was for country postmasters to sol[
stamps.
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Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said the
gentleman in St. John who had been
referred to was no doubt qualified for
the duty, but he seemed to be under
the apprehension that, if he sold
stamps in the post-office, nobody else
ought to keep them in stores, but his
wishes in this respect could not very
well be met.

Mr. FARROW said that the diffi-
culty sometimes arose from postmas-
ters in the country running out of
stamps, and lie suggested that other
persons besides should have the right
to sell them. He also recommended
the American plan of stamped en-
velopes, as the mucilage on ordinary
stamps was often inferior, causing the
stamps to come off, and the letter, as a
consequence, went to the dead letter
office.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said this kind
of envelope was being prepared.

Mr. DOMVILLE said that, in St.
John, New Brunswick, a large flour
firm dealt in stamps, which was a
great anomaly. He did not wonder
at efforts being made to have stamps
sold in post-offices, for under the pre-
sent system the mercantile community
suffered much inconvenience.

Mr. PALMER said he agrecd with
the hon. member for Chateauguay
that it would not be good policy for
the post-office employés to sell stamps.
Since the present Government had
come into power, they had effected a
great many reforms, and be hoped the
convenience of the public would be
still further met.

Mr. YOUNG said this was a question
to which there were evidently two sides.
He was afraid the hon. member for
St. John had admitted too much in
admitting that post-office employés
should not be entrusted with the sale
of stamps.

Mr. PALMER said the Government
should not adopt that system if they
could help it.

Mr. YOUNG said it had been gener-
ally admittod by hon. membeis that
the system should not be adopted. But
it should be borne in mind that the
more selling of postage stamps would
not be remunerative enough for any
private person to engage in it, but this

Mr. ROBITAILLE.

difficulty might be met by allowing
:he sale of stationery also in the post-
office. He thought the inconvenience
had been greatly exaggerated.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
very unjust aspersions had been cast
upon the character of post-office clerks,
in assuming that they were not as
honest as country postmasters.

Mr. BLAKE said country post-
masters bought the stamps.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD saï
in like manner the receiving clerk
could be made an agent for the sale of
stamps. He could assure his hon.
friend from Waterloo (Mr. Young)
that the public inconvenience had not
been exaggerated.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said the sale
of postage stamps should be under the
direct control of the postmasters, by
which arrangement the officials would
be at hand during almost all hours.
The proposition made by hon. members
meant that the country would pay a
considerable percentage to persons
stationed in the post-offices to sel!
stamps. The work could be done
more cheaply by the Government
officials than by outsiders.

Mr. MACDONNELL said the argu-
ment of the hon. member for Halifax
would apply to large cities where the
salaries were sufficient to enable the
postmasters to keep clerks and have
their offices open day and night; but,
in country offices where the post-
masterý were paid the trifling commis-
sion of 40 per cent. upon receipts, they
all sold stamps at present. The offices
could not be kept always open with
clerks in attendance unless the Depart-
ment adopted some other plan of pay-
ing postmasters in country districts
than that - which now obtained.
The offleers of no Department werc
paid so inadequately as those of thc
Post-Office. The answer always givel
to that allegation was that the
revenue arriving from the Post-Office
service was not sufficient to pay post-
masters properly. But that was no
valid argument. If it were applied to
the Militia, Customns or other Depart-
ment, and it were decided that the
salaries of the officials should be
paid in proportion to the income
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of the Department, those officials
would be paid quite disproportion-
ately to other officials. The time
had corne when the claims of the
postmasters should receive that atten-
tion froin the Government which they
deserved. The postmasters in citics
and towns where the revenues were
large were paid as well as other
officials, but in country offices they
were only paid a commission, and it
would be inconvenient for them to be
obliged to keep open their offices to
late hours. The Post-Office was a
Department which should not be
dependent for the remuneration paid
to its officers on the amount of revenue
received. It was practically an insti-
tution for the education of the people.
While the country postmasters were
inadequately paid, receiving only
$200 per annum, they were obliged to
attend to their offices during the day,
and remain until a late hour during
six nights in the week, to recoive and
despatch mails. The consequence of
that insufficientremuneration was that
scarcely a day passed but they heard
of some defalcations in the post-office.
While the positions of officials were
such as to offer no consideration or
inducement for men of ability and
honesty to occupy them, the Post-Office
Department would remain in its
present unsatisfactory state.

Mr. IUNTINGTON said the
departmental rule was that stamps
should not be sold by employés of the
Department. He relied for assistance
in the administration of the Post-Office
Department on the able assistants it
possessed, and was largely influenced,
as any hon. gentleman would be, by
the wise counsels they sometimes gave.
The Department did not propose that
employés should sell stamps, but was
quite willing that other persons should
be in the post-offices to sell stamps.
There was great force in the complaint
of the hon. member for Inverness (Mr.
MacDonnell), that country postmasters
Were, in many instances, an ill-paid
class of men. While he desired that
the officials should be better paid, the
question was one of expense. Some
people now thought the Post-Office
service too costly. If, however, a
thorough service was provided, the
people would have to pay for it. There

56.

was no difficulty in making it popular
and in rendering it very convenient
and useful.

Motion agreed to.

F1SHERY REGULATIONS IN
RESTIGOUCHE.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. PALMER moved for copies of
the Commission or other document ap-
pointing John Mowat a Fishery Officer
in the county of Restigouche, in the
Province of New Brunswick, and also
all regulations or instructions defining
bis powers or the limits of bis jurisdie-
tion, and all instructions, if any, to
him to seize the boats fishing beyond
three miles from the sea shore.

Motion agreed to.

TIE CASE OF DAVID H. WATER-
LEY.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. PALMER moved for a copy of
the Commission, or other documents,
appointing John Dewe Post-Office In-
spector, and also of all orders defining
bis duties and functions, and within
what limits he was to exercise bis said
office; also copies of all instructions,
if any, that he received from the Post-
master-General to make any enquiry
into the conduct of David U. Waterley,
a clerk in the post office at St. John,
or to dismiss the said Waterley from
bis said office. le said this was
a most painful case. When
Mr. Dewe, Post Office Inspector, was
at St. John, the postmaster there
made a charge that Waterley had
stolen money from letters in the post-
office. An enquiry was refused Water-
ley, and he had written to the hon. the
Postmaster-General asking that an
investigation should be made. Subse-
quently, money was abstracted from
letters, and a year afterwards another
employé was prosecuted and convicted,
and was now in the Penitentiary.
Waterley was a young man, with a
wife and two or three children, hc
had long been in the employment of
the Government and bore a. high char-
acter, and, except for the conviction of
the other employé, his character would
.ave been destroyed. He wished to
know the authority under which action
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had been taken in the case, for the Gov-
ernment had done enormous injury to
a most worthy man.

Mr. IIUNTINGTON said ho had no
objection to the first part of the
motion. Mr. Dewe was appointed by
Order in Council in the usual manner.
The circumstances of the case in
question were very painful. Money
had been lost in the St. John post-office,
and it was the duty of the Dlepart-
ment to endeavour to stop the pecula-
tions. IMr. Dewe, the officer of the
Department, went there and beld an
investigation, the result of which -was
that ho suspended the gentleman, in
whose interest the motion appeared
to have been brought forward. That
gentleman subsequently brought a
suit at law against Mr. Dewe, and,
while the suit was pending, it would
be very improper to bring down
copies of instructions. He ought to
say a word in that connection in refe-
rence to the very delicate duties an
officer like Mr. Dewe, who was a very
distinguished and able officer in the
Department, had imposed on him, and
to ask for the suspension of the opinion
of the House in regard to the case. It
often occurred in the Post Office, as in
trade, that the officers of the IDepart-
ment became aware that money was
being stolen. It was not known who
was guilty, and it was not impossible,
for human judgment was not always
infallible, that an Inspector might go
too far in conducting bis investigation,
and might hit upon the wrong man.
But Inspector Dewe had made a
reputation for great faiiness and skill
in the discharge of his delicate duties,
and it was not at all established that
the present case was one for which he
should be condemned. He was told,
but he had no official knowledge of
the fact, that the Court in which the
case was tried had decided on some
particular motion that the Inspector
was not liable for any words uttered or
deeds done while in chargeof the post-
office to any one suffering loss, as the
person referred to in the motion was
alleged to have suffered.

Mr. PALMER said the hon. the
Postmaster-General was not quite
correct as to the legal decision to
which he had referred. It was that if

Mr. PALMER.

the Inspector held an inquiry which
was distinctly authorized by law, thon
what was done in the course of that
inquiry was privileged. Waterley was
not allowed to make a defence. He
was told : " If you stole the money,
confess it; and we will forgive you, and
not punish you." If that was what the
hon. the Postmaster-General called an
inquiry, ho did not call it such. All
ho had heard respecting Mr. Dewe,
was to his credit; except Lis actipn in
the present case. le hoped the Gov-
ernment would send an official to St.
John, to inquire into all the circum-
stances ; and, if they did not disclose a
case of the most terrible injustice, ho
would never say another word on
the subject. The Inspector, thinking
Waterley was the guilty party, told
him ho was the person who took the
money, and he could prove it; and
that, if Waterley would confess, the
offence would be compounded. The
young man, knowing ho was not
guilty, told the Inspector it was
a mistake, and asked for an investiga.
tion, but it was refused. If the other
employé had not been convicted,
Waterley would probably have been
compelled to enter a lunatic asylum.
The young man could not go back with
the feelings that ho entertained, with
the thought that, day byday, ho might
have to to experience this same sort of
treatment. He wished to say that he
did not want any private instructions.
The power of the Inspector depended
on instructions; ho could not hold an
enquiry, except into some matters,
unless it was founded on instructions.
All he dosired was the authority on
which the officer acted.

Mr. BLAKE said he understood that
legal proceedings were pending in this
case. He did not know whether lis
hon. friend was professionally con-
nected with that case or not.

Mr. PALMER : I am.
Mr. BLAKE said, as soon as those

proceedings outside the House were
completed, there would be no objectiol
to the hon. gentleman, in his parlia-
mentary capacity, moving for the
papers. He thought the louse would
agree with him, however, that Parlia-
ment was not to be invoked for the
production of papers for the further-
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ance of the law-suit against a public
<officer. If the instructions were
essential to the prosecution of this
action or the defence of Mr. Dewe, the
Courts were open to the hon. gentleman,
and no doubt by process of law he
could get whatever papers were ma-
torial. But it was to the Courts the
hon. gentleman should apply. Par-
liamiint was not to be made the hand-
naid of the ordinary Courts of Justice,
and its proceedings were not to be used
in order to facilitate the procecdings of
such Courts.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he hoped
the bon. the Minister of Justice would
do everything in bis power to put this
action in a proper shape. The young
man was very respectable, and, wheth-
er the charge was true or not, ho had
suffered a great deal of hardship. He
was prepared to believe there was some
mistake. Money had been lost since
the young man left the office ; in one
case $100 was missed. Mr. Waterley
was debarred from obtaining any other
eiploynient while this charge was
hanging over him, and ho wanted a
chance to refute it. He hoped the hon.
the Min ister of Justice would do every-
thing be could to facilitate the case. If
the young man was innocent. ho ought
to be cleared, and, if guilty, let him be
punished.

Mr. PALMER said Mr. Waterley
was charged with doing an illegal act,
and lie in turn declared that ho acted
under the direction of his superior
-officer. That left the young man in
the position that he did not know
whether the Government was respon-
tible or not. He (Mr. Palmer) thought
Mr. Waterley had a right to the
papers under the circunistances. Ie
denied that the papers could be
obtained through the Courts. There
was no power in New Brunswick to
make an order on Ottawa.

Mr. BLAKE: That is the fault of
the Local Legislature.

Mr. PALMER : I do not think that
the Local House could alter it.

Mr. BLAKE : A commission could
be issued.

31r. PALMER: Yes, but what
authority would it have to induce this
Government to produce papers ? A

public employé had been distinctly
charged with a serious crime, and,
when he came to Parliament to ask for
papers necessary to show whether he
was guilty or not, ho was refused on
the grounl that lie had a law-suit
pending. He hoped the hon. the
Minister of Justice would alter his
mind on this point. He did not think
that Mr. Dewe or any member of the
Government ever intended to do Mr.
Waterley any wrong; but, while
admitting that, ho thought Mr. Dewe
had sacrificed the reputation of this
young man to bis own pride, he thought
the officer had done very wrong, and
it would be a crying shame if Mr.
Waterley had to go down to bis
grave with this blot on bis character.

Mr. BLAKE said ho did not know
what instructions there were, nor was
he aware of their tenor or effect at all.
His objection to bringing this down was
on account of the general principle. if
those who were interested in the young
man had applied directly to the Gov-
ernment for the papers whidh thev
thought could properly bo produced,
the application would no doubt have
been referred to him, and he would
have considered it and acted in the
spirit in which lie generally acted in
such cases, viz., to suggest the com-
munication of anything which might
fairly be communicated in order to
assist the party to all ho had a right to.
That was the course which the hon.
gentleman should have taken in his
professional capacity, and he would
suggest that he should adopt that
course now. They would then get rid
of an unfortunate precedent, as A was
certainly not the function of Parlia-
ment to produce papers in this manner.
The Government would consider the
application, and would communicate
such papers as were proper.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought the hon. member for
St. John (Mr. Palmer) should be satis-
fied with the promise of the hon. the
Minister of Justice, and should make
application for the instructions in the
manner suggestod. He could quite
understand and appreciate the position
of the hon. the Minister of Justice that
the House should not be made the
inans of eliciting evidenco for law-
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suits. He presumed there was some
means by which papers could be ob-
tained through process of court. The
case was one of terrible hardship, but
he was bound to state that he had been
well acquainted with Mr. Dewe for a
number of years, and he knew him to
be not only a very able officer, but a
most estimable man in all the relations
of life. He was quite sure that,
whether right or wrong, Mr. Dowe
acted from a sense of duty.

Mr. MITCHELL said, with due
deference to the hon. the Minister of
Justice and the hon. member for King-
ston, ho begged to differ with them as
to the rights of subjects in Parliament.
H1e believed that the records of the
Departments were open to the inspec-
tion of every man through his repre-
sentative in Parliament. This House
was the medium through which every
subject of Her Majesty had a right to
obtain such information connected with
any of the Departments as might be
fairly and properly communicated.
The question was not whether the
information could be given or not-
the question was whether the hon.
member for St. John had the right to
apply for it in the manner that he did.
He (Mr. Mitchell) held that the hon.
gentleman had the right as a British
subject to corne and obtain the infor-
mation he required through Parlia-
ment.

Mr. PALMER said he was quite
satisfied with the hon. the Minister of
Justice's proposition, and ho would,
therefore, amend his motion.

Motion, as amended, agreed to, as
folloys:-

Resolved, That an order of the House do
issue for copy of the Commission or other
documents appointing John Dewe PosL Office
Inspector; and also of all orders defining
his duties and functions, and within what
limits lie was to exercise his said office.

PACIFIC RAILROAD SURVEY
EMPLOYES.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. COOK moved for copies of all
papers, orders and correspondence
with the Minister of Publie Works,
and the engineer staff of the said
Department in connection with the
engagement of employés for the Paci-

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

fie Railroad survey, and the routes (if
any) they were instructed to take;
also correspondence and orders from
the same source to their agents in
reference to the carrying of emigrants,
Government employés and freight
coming under the direct control of the
Government by the Sarnia and Colling-
wood route since 1874.

Mr. DYMOND moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

Motion to adjourn debate agreed to.

DEEP SEA WEI'RS OR POUND.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Mr. DAVIES moved for returns of
the number of persons who have
obtained licenses or permission from
the Department of Marine and Fish-
eries to erect deep sea weirs or pounds
for the purpose of capturing fish at
the head-lands or capes of the Mari-
time Provinces. He said that a con-
siderable population on the north and
southshores of Prince Edward Island
depended upon the deep sca fisheries
as their principal means of subsistence.
These fisheries were prosecuted by
them in small boats and schooners,
the latter being frequently fifty tons
burthen. Great dissatisfaction pre-
vailed among these fishermen, owing
to the fact that an American firm had
erected on the grounds-prior to Con-
federation - two pounds or fishing
weirs, which were most destructive to
fish in their operation, and last sum-
mer this feeling was intensified, owing
to the crection of a pound at Cape
George, a point contigLous to the
Nova Scotia coast. It was under-
stood that this had been done by
permission of the Department ot
Marine and Fisheries. This was a sub-
ject of very considerable importance.
The impression was that these pounds
destroyed large quantities of what were
termed mother fish while going to
thueir breeding grounds. And it was
well known that fish were less abuldant
there now than formerly. The general
belief was, moreover, that line fishing
did not decrense the quantity to any
appreciable extent. For the establislh
ment of pounds, a head-line was select-
ed, a fence was run out for 400 yards
or 600 yards into the sea; against this
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fence seines or nets were placed, large
poles were driven down at the end of
it, and fish while passing along the
coast to their spawning grounds, struck
the fence and followed it, being there-
by entrapped in vast quantities. These
pounds were the means of catching sal-
mon, herring, codfish, haddock, bass
and other fish, besides a multitude of
the smaller species which sereed as
food for the larger ones. Beyond
doubt, our waters could be depleted of
tish. They knew that the lobster fish-
ery on the shores of the Bay of Fundy,
in the United States, had been destroy-
od. Some thirty or forty years ago,
large factories had been crected there
for the curing of lobsters, and i large
business was done. No attention vas
paid to the preservation of the fish
during the spawning season, and the
<-onsequence was that these waters
were fished out. These firms had con-
sequently transferred their base of
opelations to the Gulfof the St. Law-
rence and the shores of Nova Scotia.
le was very glad to see that the
Department was enforcing regula-
tions as to the close season. These
pounds ought to be prohibited
absolutely. In confirmation of his
views, ho would read a few extracts
from the works of an eminent author
on this question. This matter had
bcen brought under the notice of the
American Government, and it was then
found that great difference of opinion
existed ia this relation anong fisher-
men. Those who owned pounds asserted
that the quantity thus caught did not
perceptibly diminish their numbers,
and again,others affirmed the exact con-
trary, and also that, owing to this
system, large numbers of fishermen
had to take to other pursuits to make
a living. The foliowing Bill was
therefore introduced into the House of
Representatives by the Hon. Hl. L.
Dawes, and became law on the 9th of
February, 1871:

" Joint resolutions for the protection and
preservation of the food-fishes of the coast of

nited States.
" Whereas, it is asserted that the most

valuable food-fishes of the coast and the lakes
of the United States are rapidly diminishing
il number, to the public injury, and so as to
mnaterially affect the interests of commerce
and trade: therefore,

" Be it resolved by the Senate and House of
R1epresentatives of the United States of

America in Congress assembled, that the
President be, ana he hereby is, authorized
and required to appoint, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, from
among the civil officers or employés of the
Government, one person of proved scientific
and practical acquaintance with the fishes
of the coast, to be Comnissioner of Fish and
Fisheries, to serve without additional salary."

Prof. Baird was appointed, with full
power to prosecute investigations, and
lie reported

" I also made the acquaintance of several
gentlemen of literary ability and research,
who had previously given much attention to
the various questions connected with the
fisheries, and who had in a measure becoine
champions of the opposing sides, and ob-
tained from them elaborate arguments on
the subject. That of Mr. J. M. K. South-
wick, of Newport, in behalf of the traps
and pounds, will be found on page 76, and
of Mr. George H. Palmer, of N ew Bedford,
and Mr. J. Talbot Pitman, of Providence,
as opposed to the continuance in the interest
of the line fishermen, on page 88 and 196.
As already stated, the objects of the investi-
gation, as authorized by Congress, were,
first, to determine the facts as to the alleged
decrease of the food-fishes; secondly, if
such a decrease be capable of substantia-
tion, to ascertain the causes of the same ;
and, thirdly, to suggest methods for the res-
toration of the supply. A fourth object,
incidental to the rest, was to work out the
problens connected with the physical
character of the seas adjacent to the fishing
localities, and the natural history of the
inhabitants of the water, whether vertebrate
or invertebrate, and the associated vegetable
life ; as also to make copious and exhaus-
tive collections of specimens, for the pur-
pose of enriching the National Museuin at
Washington, and of furnishing duplicates

for distribution in series to such suitable
ceollegiate and other cabinets as might be
reconmended for the purpose."

The conclusion lie came to was this:
" That, in regard to the decrease of the

fish-bearing in mind that the present report
lias more particular reference to the south
side of New England, and especially to that
portion of it extending froi Point Judith on
the west to Mono Bay Point on the east, in-
cluding Narragansett Bay, Viney-ard Sound,
Buzzard's Bay, Martha'sVineyard and Nan-
tucket-I have no hesitation in stating that
the fact of an alarming decrease of thp shore
fisheries has been thoroughly estabblshed by
my own investigations, as well as by evidence
ofthose whose testimony was taken upon the
subject. Many persons are in the habit of
considering that the fish supply of the sea is
practically inexhaustible ; and, therefore,
that a scarcity of any particular location is
to be referred rather to the movements of
the fish, in changing their feediiig grounds
capriciously, or else in following the migra-
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tion, fron place to place, of the food upon
which they live. This may be true to a cer-
tain extent, as we shall hereafter show ; but
it is difficult to point to any locality where,
near the shores of the New England States at
least, under the most favourable view of the
case, the fish are quite as plentiful as they
were some years ago; and still more, where,
by their overlapping the original colonists of
the sea bottom, they tend to render the
abundance appreciably greater than usual.
And, furthernore, if the scarcity of the fish
be due to their going off into the deep waters
of the ocean, it is, of course, of very little
moment to the fisherman that they are as
abundant in the sea as ever, if they
do not come upon the grounds as will
permit their being taken by his lines
or nets. It is by no means to be in-
ferred that as to the scarcity of fish that fewer
are actually caught now than formerly at
any time; the contrary, perhaps, being the
case, since by means of the improved
nethods of capture, in the way of pounds and

nets, an immense supply is taken out at cer-
tain seasons of the year, so as frequently to
glut the markets. The scarcity referred
to is better shown by the great difli-
culty experienced by line fishermen
mn securing a proper supply throughout
the year on grounds where they were formierly
able to catch al] they needed for their own
use and for sale. The evil effects of the etate
of things here indicated, are felt in many
ways. Primarily on the part of many fish-
ermen, resident on the coast, who have been
in the habit of making a living by the pro-
ceeds of their occupaton, not only supplying
themselves with food, fresh and salt for the
year, but also inaking a comfortable living
by sales of' their surplus. At the present
time this resource is cut off to a great degrec
from this class otpeople in mnany places on
the Massachusetts coast where, as onI Nan-
tucket, Martha's Vineyard, and elsewhere,
the deprivation from the loss of profits by
flshing is being most seriously felt. The
result, of course, of the inability to make a
living in this manner is to drive the line-
fishermen to other occupations, and es-
pecially to leave the State for other fields of
industry. In consequence the population is
reduced, and the community feels this drain
of some of its best materiali in many ways.
Furthermore, property depreciates in value,
farnis and houses are abandoned, the average
of taxation is increased, and many other
evils, readily suggesting themselves, are
developed. Again, an important stimulus
to the building of ships and boats is lost in
the decreasing demand for vessels of various
grades ; and, what is more important to the
country at large, the training of skilled
seanien with which to supply our national
and our merchant marine generally is stop-
ped, or more or less interfered with. It is
well known that the line-fisheries, in their
different manifestations, have always been
looked upon as of the utmost importance in
a politico-economical point of view, for

Mr. DAvIEs.

or Pounds.

which reason bouaties were paid by the Gen-
eral Government ; and, although these have
been lately withheld, it nay yet be necessary
to restore them in order to regain our lost
ground."

The following was another extract

" It is an established fact that salmon, ale-
wives, and shad, both young and old, have
been caught on certain spawning beds, and
after being properly narked and allowed to
escape, have been found to re-appear in suc-
cessive years in the same locality. The
principle is rather more difficult to establish
in regard to the purely marine fishes; but
experiments have been made by competent
men on our coast and elsewhere, which
prove the existence of the sane general prin-
ciple in relation to them. Thus, I was
informed by an intelligent fishernan livinc,
at Rockport, Massachusetts, that he liacl
himnseif, on &everal occasions, marked voung
and old halibut, and during several seasons
they had been re-taken on about the sane
grounds. A second law, equally positive,
with a great variety of fish, is that they pass
from their spawning grounds to the sea by
the shortest route that will take then out
into the deeper waters, where they spend the
winter; and that coming and going to a
given locality, they follow a determinate and
definite line of migration. Having in mind
these two propositions, we shall then better
appreciate what takes place when fish are
disturbed or caught u during the breeding
season. Should nets be set along their line
of travel before they have spawned, so that
when they strike the coast they are iime-
diately arrested, first at one point and thiien
at another, running a continued gauntlet of
dangers in Lneir course to their final destina-
tion; and should au appreciable proportion
of them be caught before the eggs have been
laid or fertilized, it is very easy to see wliy
the stock should rapidly diminish. It is not
a sufficient argument in reply to tlhs to point
to the enormous number of' eggs laid by a
single fisli in each season, aiounting il
some instances to perlaps from five thousand
to hundreds of thousands, or even millions,
since this imnense fecundity is an absolute
necessity to preserve the balance of life under
water. The eggs and the young fish furnish
the appointed food to an immense varicty
of aninials, nany species of fish as well
as crustaceans and other animals depending
entircly upon themn for their support.
As most fish require from three to five years
of growth before they are capable.of repro-
duction, and in many cases remain in the
open sea until this period is reached, it wiil
follow that for several years after the estab-
lishment of an exhausting fishery the supply
may appear to be but little interfered witlh;
since there are several successive crops 0
fish to cone at the annual intervals, anl
not until the entire round has been com-
pleted do these injurious agencies b3gin to
present the evidence of their severity. It is
easy therefore to understand why, after five
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or ten years fishing, the supply of fish in a
given bay, or along a certain stretch of the
coast, will be reduced to a very considerable
degree, and aithough it may be perfectly
Lrue, that the sea is practically inexhaust-
ible of its fish, yet if the fish o' a particular
region are cleared out, there is no hope that
others will come in from other localities.
It should therefore be understood the ex-
haustion of a local fishery is not like dipping
water out of a bucket, where the vacancy is
immediately filled with the surrounding
body, but it is more like taking lard out of a
keg, when there is a space left that does
not become occupied by anything else.
The principle may eafely be considered as
established that line fishingr, no matter how
extensively prosecuted, wilf never materially
affect the supply of fish in the sea. As a
general rule, fish, when engaged in the
functicn of reproluction, will not take the
hook, whatever may be their abundance;
but, as soon as the critical season lias passed,
they feed very voraciously, and then can be
readily caught by skilled fishermen. It
therefire would be ne evil should every full-
grown fish, of three to five years old and
uîpward, be lifted froin the sea after the close
of the spawning season, since the following
year we may look for a new generation
coming to exercise the functions of repro-
duction, and ample provision will thus exist
for a renewed supply from year to year. As
already explained, the case is entirely differ-
ent when these first are caught befbre they
spawn, all the evils that we have depicted
iollowing in the train of such thoughtless
destruction, precisely similar to killing off
all the mature hens in a farm-yard before
they have laid their eggs, and then expecting
to have the stock continued indefinitely. As
well might the farmer expect to keep up his
supply of wheat, year by year, while he con-
sumed all his grain, reserving none for seed,
and without the possibility cf obtaining it
rom any other source."

Prof. Baird went on to say:

"In the event, however, of the refusal of the
States to establish the very limited close tinie
suggested,I would recommend the passage by
the United States of a law absolutely prohibit-
ing until further notice, the erection of fixed
apparatus for taking fish, after a period of
One or two years on the south side of New
England and on the shores of Long Island,
which constitute the spawning grounds of
the shore-fishes referred to. Althougli this
would be a serious blow to the pound and
trap interest, yet the grace allowed would
permit the owners to use up their material
in the way of nets, and render the enforce-
ment of the law less onerous. The restora-
tion of fish to their originial abundance would
be thus accomplished in a much less time
than by any merely palliative measures ;
and there no reason to anticipate that there
Would be in the meantime any material de-
crease in the supply or any rise in the price of
fish to the consumer. There would still be

open to the fishermen the use of seines, gill
nets, etc., which would capture fish in large
quantity without overstocking the market ;
and the inducenent to the use of the hook
and line would furnish employment to large
numbers of persons now needing it, while
the markets would be more regularly and
equally supplied. The wholesale cost of
fish would probably be somewhat increased
but the coin petition being distributed among
a large number of persons would prevent an
excessive charge by the retail dealers ; and
the only difference would be that a few men
would not make large fortunes in a short
time, as they are now in the way of doing."

In 1871, this enquiry was not com-
])Ieted; and in 1872, after another
year's observation, Prof. Baird stated :

" In view,therefore, of all these facts,I have
no hesitation in saying that all the arguments
presented in the earlier part of this report, in
favour of regulating the fisheries on the south
side of New England by law, are enforced
by the experience of the season of 1872; and
that it is too evident that, unless some pro-
tective measures be adopted, the fisheries in
these waters will be practically destroyed in
a very short time. The result will, of course,
bring it its own relief in time, since the ces-
sation of trapping will permit the fish to
recover their ground; but several years will
be required for this, and, doubtless, as soon
as there is anv show of increase, the traps
will be againl brought into use. In conse-
quence of an unavoidable delay in the publi-
cation of the present report, I have been
enabled to include in it the results of inqui-
ries respecting the fisheries on the south
coast of New England, during the season of
1872; having revisited many of the locali-
ties of the investigations of 1871, and sending
an assistant to others. I found what I had
expected, that, with the exception of the
scup, tishes of all kinds in Vineyard Sound
and Buzzard's Bay were as much scarcer in
1872, compared with 1871, as they had been
in that year compared with the preceding
one. Ile testnony everywhere, with
scarcely an exception, both fr m line-men
and trappers, was that the whole business of
the fishing was pretty nearly at an end, and
that it would scarcely pay parties to attempt
to continue the work on a large scale in
1873."

H1e supposed that we looked forward
to the organization of a navy, but,
unless our deep sea fisheries were pro-
tected, a valuable training school for
seamen would be irretrievably lost.
It was of very great importance that
these fisheries should be protected.
Every good fisherman earned from
$300 to $500 a year. Unlike the
farmer, everything that he consumed
was taxed, and a fisherman earning
$500 a year would probably pay from
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$50 to $60 a year in taxes on his pro-
visions and clothing. It was therefore
very necessary that these fisheries
should be fostered. He hoped that the
Department of Marine and Fisheries
would give this matter full considera-
tion. One of the pounds was erected
in Prince Edward Island prior to
Confedoration by two enterprising
Americans, men who had donc a great
deal for the fishing interest of the
Island. But this was no reason why
the fisheries should ho destroyed. The
pound put off Cape George was looked
upon with great distrust. This was a
prominent point where a multitude of
fish passed, and it was asserted that
mackerel and other fish struck the
pounds and got frightened, and loft
the ground. Whether this was the
case or not, he knew that mackerel
were scarce last year. -Hc hoped the
Government would prevent more
pounds beirg licensed.

Mr. SMIT H (Westmoreland) said
the subject was one of very consider-
able importance. The observations of
the hon. member doserved considera-
tion, and the gentleman he had quoted
was perhaps the highest authority on
the continent. There was no objection
to the motion.

3Mr. JONES (Halifax) said hc
thought the bon. gentleman had done
great service in bringing this subject
before the House. He was sure
there was no question that could come
before the louse that deserved groater
consideration at the hands of hon.
members. They all knew the value of
our fisheries and the efforts that were
being made by the present Govern-
ment, and that had been made by the
late Government, to sustain them, in
clearing the rivers and in affording food
for the fish. The value of that great
branch of our natural products was
fully admitted, and, therefore, every-
thing that tended to guard and protect
the fisheries must be worthy of atten-
tion. ie knew that, in his Province,
steps had been taken to clear the har-
bours and rivers of all obstruction so
that the fish might approach them.
Everything had been done that was
possible to prevent the fish being
driven from our shores. He thought
the Goverment should hesitate before

Mr. DAvIEa.

granting similar licences to those
referred to by the hon. member who
had just sat down.

Mr. FORBES said, when a trap had
been set outside the harbour in his
district, the prejudice against it on the
part of the fishermon was enormous.
The fishermen geneially were hostile
to it. There was nothing but a univer-
sal cry that it would destroy all the
future prospects of plentiful fish. But
a sudden change came over the people
when it was observed that the trap did
not have its supposed effect. In fact,
it was discovered that bait for the deep
sea fishories could not be procured by
other means than the trap. It was a
known fAct that fish, especially her-
ring, did not frequent the Nova Scotia
coast last year as they had done
before ; they had almost doserted the
coast, and men with the old-fashioned
nets could not catch anything for bait.
During last year the trap had been
placed near the headland, inside the
bay, and the fishormen wore supplied
from it with bait. The consequence
was that there was an increase in the
catch of cod becauso the fishermen had
the bait which was caught by the trap,
which they otherwise could not have;
and now the fishermen in his locality
were largely in favour of traps, and last
year he presented petitions signed by
almost all the fishermen in favour of
the traps for the purpose of catching
bait. It was all very well to tell the
House that Professor Baird and other
parties were opposed to the setting of
those nets, but it was a peculiar fact
that the American Government had
not acted upon their suggestions.
These traps were up and down the
American coast in all directions If
Canadians did not set traps to catch
the fish the Americans would catch
them. If there was a general law
between both Governments to sweep
away all these traps, then our fisher-
mon would have the same chance as
the American fishermen. He held
that we had an equal right to use
traps with the Americans. le was in
favour of fostering the fishing inter-
est, and one way in which this could
be done was by encouraging the put-
ting down of theso traps. The twO
traps put down off Prince Edward
Island before Confederation wero
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objected to ; but possibly they did not
give the same accommodation to the
deep sea fisheries as the traps in his
locality did. There was a time when
the harbours and rivers were rich in
fish, but this time had passed, and fish
were now getting scarce. He thought
no botter investment could be made
by the fishermen than investing in
these traps for the purpose of securing
bait for the deep sea fisheries. Of
course the traps must destroy some
fish, and every appliance put into the
water must destroy some. The preju-
dice against the traps was on the part
of men who did not know their real
value. He hoped nothing would be
done to prevent the setting of traps
until it vas shown positively and
.ubstantially that the American Gov-
'unmeit would enter into an alliance
or arrangement with the Dominion
Government to stop the use of traps,
but he very much doubted whether
the good sense of the American people
would allow them to do this. While
all the information possible should be
obtained, ho thought a wrong would be
committed in prohibiting the traps.
Stili, ho believed they should be under
control, and that they should only be
set in certain places, which should be
chosen by parties perfectly conversant
with the habits of fish. He did not
think it right, for instance, that traps
should be set on spawning grounds.

Mr. PERRY said his experience was
that the herring came down in the
spring of the year, and, when they
struck anything in their course, they
would run into it in a body, andin this
way they ran into the traps. The
result was that the owner of the traps
monopolized the whole bait, and men
who fished in the ordinary way could
catch very little. What was caught in
the traps was used to catch hirger tish,
which were, in many instances, brought
on shore merely for manure. The traps
tended to divert the natural course of
thé fish, and, when this happened, the
fish would not go to that particular
ground year after year. le knew that
herring had not been caught for eight
or nine miles from these traps by the
cominon nets. Ho knew from ex-
perience that, since these traps were
set, the fisheries had largely decreased.
The whole thing was a mo~nopoly, and

enabled a few parties to get a larger
a:nount of morey against the interest
of the general fishermen, who were not
able to compete with the large mer-
chants. 11e contended that it was
wrong to lay these traps around Prince
Edward Island. He hoped that some
enquiry would be made, so that the
small traders might not be imposed on
by the large merchants. The traps
had driven salmon and trout away from
coming into rivers, and year after year
they were decreasing- in numbers.
Fish should be caught after spawning,
but the trouble was that the traps
caught them before they had spawned.
He had every reason to believe that
the Department would not grant new
licenses until they had made the nec-
essary enquiries, and he had no doubt
they would do everything in their
power to protect the fisheries.

Motion agreed to.
It being Six o'clock the Speaker left

the Chair.

After Recess.

PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills wore severally
considered in Committee of the Whole,
reported, read the third time and
passed :-

Bill (No. 42) To authorise the town
of Kincardine, in the county of Bruce,
to impose and collect certain tolls, at
the harbour in the said town.-(Mr.
Gillies.)

Bill (No. 72) To amend the Act to
incorporate the Globe Printing Com-
pany.-(Mr. Blain.)

Bill (No. 22) To incorporate the
Dominion Grange of the Patrons of
Husbandry.-(Mr. Rymal.)

PROTECTION OF BRITISH COL-
UMBIA MINERS BILL.

[BIL No. 68.}

(Mr. Bunster.)

Mr. BUNSTER, in moving the second
reading of the Bill, stated that he had
for some time been requested by the
miners of British Columbia to bring
this Bill before the House. They were
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no insignificant body, as the House
would see when lie mentioned that
British Columbia sent away more coal
than any other part of the Dominion,
in proportion to their exports, but the
owners of the mines all lived in
England, except a few, and they did
not give proper ventilation to the
mines or take proper precautions in
leaving sufficient abutments to prevent
the mines tumbling down. The Bill
provided, as the miners desired,
for the appointment of an inspector
to be paid by the owners, so
that it would not entail exponse
upon the Government. If they
were left without that inspector
they would be constantly liable to
lose their lives. Several accidents had
occurred, much to the detrimont of
mine-owners, who had, in consequence,
not been able to fill their orders for
coal. He hoped the Minister of
Justice would see that this measure
was necessary in the interests of
humanity.

Mr. BLAKE said it had been his
duty to inform his hon. friend the
other day that ho feared there were
some grave difficulties in the w-ay of
of the flouse acceding to the Bill.
There was nothing in the subject-mat-
ter or in the provisions of the Bill,
which seemed to be connected with
eivil rights and police regulations,
which would bring it within the juris-
diction of this Legislature, and another
member from British Columbia had
informed hin that the view taken in
the Province was that it was a matter
for the Local Legislaturc, and that,
according to his information, a Bill
was being introduced into that Legis-
lature this Session to accomplish the
object. It appeared to him that, if they
undertook the supervision of the coal
mines of British Columbia as was pro-
posed, it would be a serious infringe-
ment of local rights, and an extension
of their jurisdiction beyond the powers
which the Constitution had conferred
upon themi. Independently of this
it appearod to him that the Bill
had not complied with the orders
of the House, since it proposed
to exact a fee, and also fines and
penalties, and it was neither initiated
by a resolution nor were the
clauses providing for the fine or penalty

Mr. BUNSTER.

introduc-d in blank. Under those
circumstances, the Bill ought not to
receive the assent of the House. He
suggested that his hon. friend should
withdraw the measare and louve the
Local Legislature to deal with the
subject, which seemed to be directly
within its province.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
there was a Bill on the Statute-book
almost similar in character to the one
before the House. He referred to the
Steamboat Inspection Act. In that
Act, the House took upon itself to
legislate and direct how steamboats
should be run, and how the boiter
should be inspected, who should look
after the machinery, etc. The right
was conferred upon the Governor in
Council to appoint inspectors of stean-
bouts, who were Dominion officials.
But, not only did the Government thus
give the inspector control over the
steamboats and vessels which wcre
inter-provincial in their character, but
also over those which plied in all the
Provinces of the Dominion and
upon the navigable rivers of the coun-
try. He failed to see how it was we
could have jurisdiction in the one case
and not in the other. It scemed to
him that attempts were often made to
shorten and to circumscri be the powers
of this House, and to allow Local
Legislatures to act in connection with
matters which seemed to him to bc
purely within the province of this
House. Where it was clearly and
plainly the duty of Local Legislatures
to pass certain laws, thon nobody
would wisli to infringe upon their
privilege; but, when it was doubtful
whether those bodies had the right to
pass such Acts, he thought they should
assume that this Ilouse had control of'
the matter. He did not sec that any
good reason had been given why the
House should not pass a measure of
this kind, except the objection that the
Bill had not originuted in Committee.
With all due deference to the opinion
of the hon. the Minister of Justice, he
must say that the Bill met bis appro-
bation. The Province of British
Columbia did not hold the same pos-
tion towards ber mines as the other
Provinces did toward theirs. The
mines of Nova Scotia were entirely
under the control, and were the pro-
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perty, of the Province, and they had
the right to appoint inspectors and
persons to see that they were worked
in such a manner, not only that
danger should not accrue Io the lives
of the workmen, but also with a due
regard to economy. But the mines of
British Columbia were differently
situated. They were not the property
of the Prmvince, but were the property
of the the owners of the soil, and the
Legislature of that Province had
never attempted to interfere with the
working of the mines. It would thus
be seen that there was a great distinc-
tion between the position of the coal
mines in Nova Scotia and those in
British Columbia. He held that they
had just as much right to enact laws
fôr the protection of the lives of
miners as they had to pass laws for the
protection of people :ravelling on the
railway trains. The sam, power that
gave them the right to legislate in
connection with boilers and steam
inachinery al§o conferred upon them
the power to protect persons engaged
in mining in British Columbia.

Mr. BLAKE said the subject of
navigation and shipping, which, of
course, included steamboats, was ex-
presslywithin the exclusive legis'ative
authority of this Parliament. He pre-
sumed that it was in view of that fact
that the House had passed the law
referred to.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked if the hon.
the Minister of Justice had asserted as
a nytter of law that this House had no
right to pass such an Act.

Mr. BLAKE: I do not assume to
decide anything in this House. It is
my duty to express an opinion, and
submit it to the Hlouse.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he could not
discover that this matter properly came
within the rights reserved to Provin-
cial Legislatures. He did not know
any portion of the 92nd section of the
British North America Act that
assigned this matter exclusively to the
Legislatures of Provinces.

Mr. MILLS said that, if the hon.
gentleman looked at the latter part of
the 92nd section, he would find it cov-
ered this case. The Local Legislature
had clearly control over matters relat-

ing to the protection of life and pro-
perty, and could make all regulations
with a view to maintaining order and
preventing disaster.

Mr. BUNSTER said the House would
pardon him if he declined to do what
the hon. the Minister of Justice wished
him to do in this matter. He was
sorry to find that any member from the.
Province ofBritish Columbia had taken
the liberty to go to the hon. the Minister
of Justice and object to this measure,
without being manly enough to come
to him (Mr. Bunster) and ascertain
whether the Bill coild not be amended
so that it might be allowed to pass. He
knew that one hon. member was largely
interested in the coal mines in British
Columbia and did not want the Bill toe
pass because it would affect his own
interest. H[e thought that was wrong.
It was not a proper thing for that hon.
gentleman to de.

Mr. BLAKE : The hon. member
himself came to me.

Mr. BUNSTER: I came to know
if you would allow the Bill to pass.

Mr. BLAKE: So did the other hon.
gentleman.

Mr. BUNSTER: As I undertood it,
the hon. gentleman went to the hon.
the Minister of Justice in opposition to
the Bill.

Mr. BLAKE : The hon. gentleman
did not say one word in me in opposi-
tion to the Bill.

Mr. BUNSTER said then lie miscon-
strued the language of the bon. gentle-
man. Reference had been made to the
powers of the Local Legislature. Now,
that body felt great difficulty in touch-
ing this question, because a large belt of
land between Esquimalt and Nanaimo
had been reserved for railroad
purposes, and they refused to have
anything to do with it. The Dominion
had a great many valuable lands in
that section, which would build the
road in fact. He saw one handred
acres of land sold by public auction for
$35,000, which could not be bought to-
day for $135,000; and there was a
great deal more land of that character.
A large number of men were employed
in coal mines, and accidents were
occurring daily, owing to the absence
of inspection. He was satisfied that

Protection of British



892 Routine

many accidents would be avoided, and
many valuable lives saved, if the Bill
was allowed to pass into law. He
would like the hon. the Minister of
Justice to inform him which was the
proper and best way to bring down
this matter, so that it could be acted
upon by the Hiouse. The miners of the
Province deserved some little considera-
tion, and he hoped the hon. the Minis-
ter of Justice would take a more merci-
ful view of the matter; and, if the Bill
was not drawn in accordance with his
wishes, he would do a great deal of
good to British Columbia if he would
introduce one which would effect the
same object.

Mr. BLAKE said he would only be
too glad to forward the prosecution of
this or any other measure which he
thought would be advantageous to the
Province, if it came within the scope
ofParliament. But, as he had already
stated, he did not sec his way clear to
getting over the difficulty. It would
do no good to pass that law in regard
to a subject over which they had no
jurisdiction. le suggested that the
Local Legisiature was the proper body
to meet this question. The miners
were represented there-probably not
so ably as they were in this louse,
but their interests would, undoubtedly,
be looked after.

Mr. MACDONELL said ho hoped
the hon. member would withdraw the
Bill. The matter was clearly within
the jurisdiction of the Local Legisla-
ture, and it would net be well fer the
House to interfere; especially when the
rights of other Provinces had been
recognized in this respect.

Mr. BUNSTE R said he supposed,
from what the Minister of Justice had
said, ho would be obliged to withdraw
the Bill. While he did so, ho would
*explain that, if the Local Legislature
of his Province did not in the meantime
take action with regard to the matter,
le would next year again introduce it.

Order disclarged and Bill withdrawn.

REPRESENTATION OF STOUFF-
VILLE ELECTORS BILL.

[BILL No. 70.]
(Mr. Metcalfe.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.
Mr. BUNSTER.

LARCENY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL. [BILL NO. 81.]

(1Mr. Guthrie.)
SECOND READINo.

Mr. GUTHRIE said the Bill ex-
tended the provisions of the Larceny
Act to persons guilty of the fraudulent
conversion of moneys to their own use,
who were offeors of Courts. It pro
posed to make it a misdemeanour pun-
ishable by imprisonment, for an officer
of a Court of Justice who, by virtue of
his office, collected or received moneys
to which suitors were entitled, to fraud-
ulently convert them to his own use,
and refusal or neglect on his part to
pay it over to the person entitled to it
by law should beprind facie evidence
of guilt. There was no reason why
this should not be the law ;
and experience had shown that it
was necessary. It was truc that
bailiffs and sheriffs gave security, but
that of the former only amounted to
$200, and that of the latter, to $4.000,
while both classes of oñicers often held
moneys far exceeding in value the
amount of their bonds. The Bill was
also in the interest of the officers con-
cerned, because it would remove a
strong temptation to inisappopriate
property entrusted to their care. 11e
moved that the Bill be read a second
time, and also that it be referred to a
Select Committee composed of Messrs.
Ieving, Cameron, Macdougall (East
Elgin), McCarthy, Fraser, Scatcherd,
Brooks, Laurier, Appleby, McIsaacpnd
himself. -He would also remark that
authority for the last, the primá facie
clause, was to be found in a similar
clause contained in the Post-Office Act.

Mr. BLAKE said the Committee
should be careful to sec that the terns
of the Bill were applicable to the
various Provinces, as ho was informed
that in Qiebec ajudicial deposit systen
was in force, the Government receiving
the moneys in question and paying
them out.

Mr. BROUSE would like te under-
stand whether lawyers who collected
money for poor clients and did not pay
it over came under the provisions Of
the Bill.

Mr. SNIDER said, if lawyers were
so included, he would have no objce-
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tion to the Bill. His long experience
showed him that lawyers were worse
paymasters than any other section of
the community. He did not favour
class legislation. If the change he
mentioned was not made, he was in-
clined to move a three months' hoist.

Mr. GOUDGE asked what officers
were referred to.

Mr. GUTHRIE said ho had refer-
ence to executive or ministerial offi-
cers of Courts of Justice. The law as
it stood applied fully to the cases of
lawyers to which allusion had been
made; they could be most summarily
punisbed. There was a general clause
at the end which he was sure would
includo the great mass of cases; but
he, for one, if hon. gentlemen thought
that lawyers were not sufficiently
included in the Larceny Act, was per-
fectly prepared to support «any mea-
sure which would meet the case, as ho
believed there was nothing more
desirable in the interest of the legal
profession than that it should be
purged of dishonourable members.

Bill read the second time, and re-
ferred.

TH1E CIVIL SERVICE.

COMMITTEE APPOINTED.

Order for resuming adjourned debate
on Mr. Casey's proposed motion that a
Select Committee be appointed to
enquire into the present condition
of the Civil Service, and the n,ethod
of nominating and examining candi-
dates for appointments, with a
view to ascertaining whether better
means cannot be adopted for soeur-
ing the appointment of properly
qualified persons, and the general effi-
ciency of the service; with power to
send for persons, papers and records;
said Committee to consist of Messrs.
Archibald, Aylmer, Charlton, Colby,
De St. Georges, Kirkpatriek, Killam,
Macdougall (Elgin), McDougall (Ren-
frew), Roscoe, Wright (Pontiac),
Church, Paterson, Burpee (Sunbury)
and the mover, of whom five shall be
a quorum, and that said Committee
have power to report to the House
their observations on the subject re-
ferred to them, together with the
minutes of evidenco taken before them,
read.

Mr. MITCHELL said he had moved
the adjournment of the debate in order
that he might express his opinion upon
the question submitted by the hon.
meiiber for West Elgin (Mr. Casey.)
He did rise for the purpose of
opposing the hon. gentleman's
motion, because he thought an
enquiry into the condition of the Civil
Service was one that might be prose-
cuted with advantage aliko tothepublic
and to those gentlemen who com-
posed such a large portion of the popu-
lation of this city. He knew that one
of the great difficulties which Ministers
and members experienced was the
distribution of what they considered
favours in the w ay of public patronage
or appointments to office. While
some men might look upon a position
which gave the power of making
appointments as a very desirable one,
yet he,, from several years' experience,
knew that it was a position of exceed-
ing great difficulty in making the
selections and in resisting dlaims pre-
sented by supporters on the part of
their own friends, who might or might
not be fit for the office. HRis hon. friend
had stated that the Civil Service was
not in a satisfactory condition, and
that there was a large number of
persons who were unfit for the offices
they held, and that it was desirable that
the Civil Service should be purged by
meeting, in some way, a difficulty
which existed, not only as it stood
to-day, but with reference to the future.
He was not going to permit his hon.
friend to make what he believed an
unfair reflection upon the Civil Service
of Canada. He had had some exper-
ience in relation to this matter. When
he came into Parliament in 1867,
ho had to organize a Department. It
formerly existed as a fragmentary por-
tion of the Board of Works, and was
looked upon somewhat as the fifth
wheel of a coach. He recollected that
soveral hon. gentlemen referred to the
Department in terms something like
that, but he believed they had lived to
recant their opinions, whether they
expressed them or not. To-day he
might fairly challenge any hon. gen-
tleman to say that the Department to
which he referred, that of Marine and
Fisheries, which he had the honour of
organizing, and which was now so
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worthily handled by the hon. gentle-
man who succeeded him, was not effi-
cient or a credit to Canada. When ho
left the Department-and ho believed
the same state of things had continued--
the various gentlemen who presided
over the several branches and thoir
subordinates were a crodit to any De-
partment in any country of the world;
and, when the hon. member for West
Elgin (Mr. Casey) made such sweeping
charges as ho had, ho committed a
very great injustice. In the other De-
partments, men were found who occu-
pied high positions and who would have
done honour to almost any position in
any country in the world. There were
men among them who had devoted
their leisure hours to writing the his-
tory of their country ; others had,
turned their energies and talents to the
production of biographical works
which were a credit to Canada; while
others had specially devoted themselves
to the study of financial affairs, so that
they could assist the Ministers when
they required information for them-
selves, or statisties and statements for
the Hlouse at a moment's notice. He
thought before the discussion was
through, his hon. friend would retract
the injustice his remarks had implied
upon the Civil Service of Canada. le
would challenge him to point to one
single branch that was inefficient.
That the Civil Service demanded some
consideration in the matter of ap-
pointing, ho would not attempt to
deny. He could admit it might be
possible to consider whether a botter
system might not be adopted, but he
was not prepared to admit that the
necessity arose from any inefficiency
in the staff as it had existed for the
last ton years. He was not going to
iay there were not drones in the ser-
vice. Probably there were. Perhaps
some of the men would ho found, in the
absence of their chiefs, loitering at the
corners of the streets; but they were
the exception. He would support the
motion for a Committee, but not on
the narrow grounds stated in the resolu-
tion. He would suggest that the view
taken by the hon. member for Elgin
would not tend to bring about that
cordiality and cöoperation bot ween
the staffs and the heads of the Depart-
monts which vas so mach desired. He

Mr. MITCHELL.

had no fault to find with the resolution
in itself, only that it did not go far
enough. He did not exactly gather
what the scope of the investigation
was to be. If ft was proposed to
adopt a system of competitive exami-
nations, as in England, ho did not think
the condition of this young country was
sufficiently advanced for such a system.
We were not like England, where a
class of men were educated and trained
for the Civil Service from their boy-
hood. While ho was prepared to ad-
mit that great evils had arisen fron
the prosent system of appointments,
yet he did not think the difficulty was
insgperable. Whon ho was head of a
Department, he laid it down as a
general rule that ho would not appoint
a person to office where ho did not
think him fit. Of course ho knew that
Ministers would favour their friends,
but of this ho did not complain, so long
as the public service did not suffer.
He believed, as a rule, heads of Depart-
ments made appointments chiefly
because of effìciency, rather than of
party allegiance. Viewing the ap-
pointments for the last ton years, ho
could not say that the Civil Service
had suffered from improper appoint-
ments to any appreciable extent. If
his statement was correct, his hon.
friend did not have much ground upon
which to make the statement he had.
While a Committoe was moved for, it
should be defined a little more clearly
what was contemplated-whether it
was proposed to adopt the English
system in its entirety, or only a partial
system of examinations, such as might
be applicable to a new country like
Canada. He was not prepared to say
that it was necessary -for a man to be
ablo to write chapters of Latin and
Greek, or to work out intricate ques-
tions in geometry or conic sections, in
order to fit himself far a position in
the Civil Service, as was required in
England. This country was too young
for such a system in its strict
applicability. What ho chiefly wish-
ed to call attention to was that
the resolution did not go far
enough, in that it did not ask
fo: an enquiry into the question of the
renumeration civil servants were
entitlect toi. He did not ask that the
Conimittee should recommend an i-
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case, for they coi Id not do that
constitutionally, but there were many
ways of reaching the same object
without violating the rules of the
House. In 1873, the Ministers'
salaries were in reased from $5,000 to
$7,000, and the members' indemnity
from $600 to $1,000, and the salaries of
the civil servants were increased fron
25 to 30 per cent. When their salaries
were fixed, labourers vere only getting
80c. a day, and everything was cheap.
But, although labourers' wages had
risen to $1.50 or $2.00 a day in sum-
mer time, the salaries of civil servants
had been increased very little. When
this matter was discussed in 1873, it
was agreed that $75,000 should be
appropriated in bonuses, pending the
passage of an Act to be considered at
the next Session of Parliament for the
purpose of making a permanent
aîdvance. That vote was given to
enable the Tovernment to readjust the
-S:laries, and it had been repeated for
three years. Parliament at the timne
gave a guarantee that the salaries of
civil servants should be raied ]er-
manently, and it was not right that
the Government should not have vet
brought down the Act authorizing the
samne. For 1876-7, 835,000 lad been
voted for bonuses, but it had not yet
beer distributed. By3 their position,
eivil servants were prevo.ted from I
entering into any other pursuit, and
as they only had their salary to depend
upon for a livinz, it was but right that
their remuneration should be commen-
sulrate with their necessities. H1e
t ut ed that the Committee w'ould
enquire into this inatter.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said what had been said by the hon.
nember for West Elgin(Mr. Casey) had
been endorsed by the hon. member for
Northumberland (Mr. Mitchell), who
had indeed gone further than the
other hon. gentleman had, for the hon.
mllember for West Elgin had not
applied the term "drones " to the
Civil Service.

Mr. MITCHELL said he did not
imake use of this expression.

Mr. McDOUGALL reminded the
he,. gentleman that he did. The
remuarks of the hon. member for West
Elgin were such as any man ofcandour

and intelligence would make. It would
be absurd to say that there was no
room for improvement in the Civil
Service, and there certainly could be
no objection to a remedy being applied
to the evil. His hon. friend had
objected to competitive examinations.

Mr.MITCHELL: No; but only to
the extent to which it prevailed in
England.

Mr. McDOUGALL said, if his hon.
friend from West Elgin had proposed
a system cut and dried, there would
have been no reason to ask for the
Committee. It was very possible that
a scheme suitable for England would
have to be altered in its details for this
country. Aceording to the present
system, nembers who did not nominate
their friends for office laid themselves
open to a charge of ingratitude, and
those who were most pressing in their
claims upon members for positions, or
who Lad what was comnonly called
" plenty of cheek," were generally
most unfit for the office. Of course,
a nember miglit refuse to make an
unfit recommendation for office,
but it sometimes required a great

1 deal of moral courage to do so.
It was maintained that there was a
forni of examination at present. lie
might fairly say that that exiimination
didi not trouble, to any great extent,
the slumbers of any candidate for office.
He might properly allude to the testi-
mony of officials in Great Britain with
regard to the competitive examination
system. All there agreed that the
system Lad proved a success; and that it
had caused the Civil Service of' Great
Britain to be much imnproved. If i t
could not bc shown that the adoption
of the English system, or some modifi-
cation of it, would not have the saine
results here as in Great Britain, then
it might fairly be contended that it de-
served a trial. If the mode of intro-
ducing persons into the Civil Service
was by examination, it would tend to
lessen party feeling in this country.
He did net say that it would be advis-
able that all party feeling should be
removed, which would indicate a want
of interest on the part of the people in
public affairs. There must alhays be
a party of progress and a party of ob-
struction. No matter what might be
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the certain special differences in various
countries, there mast always be two
political parties. The feeling which
arose in connection with legislation
and administration were quite as strong
as were required in this country.
While the present system existed,
namely, to appoint persons to office
on account of their connection with one
of the political parties, it was quite
likely it would be forgotten that offi-
cials were employed merely for the
good of the country and te carry
on its affairs. Unfortunately in many
cases people thought-it was true they
were the ignorant portion of the
community, but still a considerable
portion-that a Government was
instituted for the purpose of giv-
ing offices to their friends. A com-
petitive system of examination would
tend to abolish that system, and would,
therefore, be productive of good. It
was fair to assume that the persons
employed to determine the merits of
candidates and their character, would
do service to the country. If that
system were inaugurated, hon. mem-
bers would be released from the claims
made upon them in regard to appoint-
monts. for, although, in most cases, they
bore them willingly, still such applica-
tions tended to diminish the usefulness
of bon. members. As a supporter of
the Government, he was, however, not
so unreasonable as to imagine that,
merely because he thought this system
would be useful in the interests of
Canada, it should be adopted at a
moment's notice. It was a matter of
importance that the system should be
made as perfect as possible before it
was adopted. At the same time, those
hon. members who had confidence in
the Government, must look to it to
initiate the steps to carry it out. Unless
the Government objected in principle
to the scheme proposed, they should
do what was in their power te have it
placed in as perfect shape as possible,
and made the law of the country. He
trusted the question would receive the
favourable consideration of the fouse.

Mr. AYLMER said that, as his name
had been proposed as a member of the
Committee, he would address a few
words to the House on the subject
under discussion. He had, in common
with many hon. members, heard

Mr. McDOoGALL.

Service.

opinions expressed at different times
with respect to the working of the
competitive examination system in
England. He desired to call the
attention of the House to a few points
on which he had practically observed
the working of the competitive system
as applied to the English service.
That system had been in operation in
England for upwards of twenty years.
When it was first adopted, it was pre-
dicted that the keen competiton which
would naturally follow from the
introduction of the system would lead
to great physical degeneracy in the
candidates who would present them-
selves lor examination. But the
actual test had proved that such had
not been the case. ie had personally
observed the working of the system
more particularly in connection with
two branches of the public service in
England-the Royal Artillery and
Royal Engineers, the cadets of which
had to undergo a very keen
competitive examination at Wool-
wich Academy. It had been found,
he thought, since the plan of
competitive examinations had been
introduced, that the standard of educa-
tion of the cadets had been very
much improved, as also had the phy-
sique of the cadets. It might, there-
fore, be argued that this would be a
good system to adopt in the selection
of candidates for appointments to the
Canadian Civil Service. What was
more required than a system of select-
ing any exceptional ability in the
candidate was some system which
was more likely to exelude excep-
tional stupidity. There was one as-
pect in which the compbtitive systen
would prove a grievous hardship in
this country. It had been found in
England that the system almost res-
tricted successful candidates to the
sons of wealthy parents. In a coun-
try like Canada, it would be very
wrong to legislate in favour of the rich
people. The system of competitive
examinations required a particular
form of education, the expense of
which only wealthy people were able
to bear. When the competitivo sys-
tom was introduced in England it was
expected that it would be otherwise,
that the rich- and upper and middle
classes would be shut out by the
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number of applicants which would
come up from the lower classes to fill
the public offices. It had been found,
however, that only the wealthy
classes were able to educate their sons
to the point at which they were able
to be successful in the examinations.
He believed it was a fact that, out of a
thousand or more men who graduated
from Oxfbrd and Cambridge and
other English universities, not a
single candidate ever presented him-
self at those competitive examina-
tions. There was another point in
connection with those examinations.
It was well known that there was
always a very large number of candi-
dates in excess of the number re-
quired, who presented themselves for
examination. The training which the
men had received did not qualify
them for any other position in life,
and the unsuccessful candidates who
did not obtain positions in the service
were, therefore, unsuited to any prac-
tical purpose in life. The bon. member
1or South Renfrew (Mr. McDougall) had
very properly remarked that it would
be necessary to select only men of
good character. Under a competitive
system in this country this vould
be a matter of great difficulty. If the
door was thrown open to open com-
petition, there would be great difficulty
in securing men of' proper character,
or at any rate, there would have been
great difficulty in excluding men of
bad character from competing at those
examinations, lor it was an easy matter
to obtain a certificate ot character.
lie did not pretend to be at all con-
versant with the Canadian Civil Ser-
vice, but it appeared to him that no
conspicuous ability was required on
the part of the oiticials. It would be
very objectionable to men educated to
a high standard and submitted to a
severe test, that they should be occu-
pied with the routine work of the
public offices. It would be likely
to give the country a body of dis-
contented men, who w-erc dissatis-
lied with their positions, and who
feIt that their talents and education
w-ere being thrown awcy. No doubt
many views might be taken of the
question; those points had occurred to
him, and as his name was suggested as
one of the Coinmittee, ho had laid them

57

before the House. He trusted the
Committee would be granted, because
he thought the work marked out for
the Committee te perform was very
necessary, and ho hoped their labours
would meet with the approbation of
the House.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said ho folt
some disappointment on bearing from
the hon. member for Richmond and
Wolfe (Mr. Aylmer) that he thought a
competitive system wsa only to guard
against exceptional stupidity. He saw
no reason why the Canadian Civil Ser-
vice should not approacli closely to, if
not reach the standard of the Civil Ser-
vice in England; and at all events the
beuse should adopt means to elevate it
to that position. lie had heard two good
authorities speak on the competitive
system in England; one was a Com-
missioner of the Civil Service, who
held a very bigh position in this coun-
try at one time; the other was the head
of one of the public Departments, that
of India, and ho spoke in the highest
terms of the system of competition
adopted there and the results which
had followed from it. The latter gen-
tleman had been greatly prejudiced.
against the system in the tirst instance,
but experience had establishedthe fact
that those who had been appointed
to offices in India under the con-
petitive system bad proved to b
quite equal to those appointed under
the former system. They should
endeavour to place the Civil Service of
Canada in a creditable position-he
did not mean to say it was not in a
creditable position now-but they
might very well take a leaf out of the
practice in England in that respect,
and take a step towards having the
best educated men, all other things
(character, of course) included, in the
Civil Service of Canada.

Mr. CURRIER said the hon. member
for West Elgin (Mr. Casey) had made
the broad statement that the Civil
Service as at present constituted was
inefficient. He did not propose to
discuss the question as to whether the
system should be changed from what
it now was to the competitive system,
as it prevailed in England; nor did ho
propose to stand up as the champion of
the Civil Service as constituted.
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He had had considerable experience
of members of the Civil Service
since he had had the honour of a seat
in Parliament, and, so far as lie knew,
they seemed to be efficient. They
were aiso men of high attainments and
education. Certainly, a great deal
could be said against the present system
of political nominations, but ho did not
see how it could be done away with in
this country.The remuneration was not,
perhaps, as well distributed as it ought
to be, and it might be that the salaries
were not high enough; but again, in
view of the hardness of the times and
the reduction in the cost of living,
this was made more even. Their
position was not so much affected in
consequence as the position of business
men; some of them were well paid, and
others ill paid. They had been, more-
over, disappointed, as bonuses had not
of late been distributed, as was at one
time intended by the House. He was
very much inclined to believe that the
Civil Service in Canada compared fav-
ourably with that of any other country.
Ie did know what his hon. friend from

West Elgin expected to do with the
Committee, but he hoped, at all events,
that it would be of some good.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the Gov-
ernment had no objection to granting
the Committee. No doubt his hon.
friend from West Elgin and the Com-
mittee would carefully consider the
whole subject. He was not quite sure
that the effects of the competitive
system in England had been all the
original promoters of that scheme
claimed for it, though, doubtless, it
tended to keep ont of the Indian Civil
Service, a great many of a class who
ought never to have been found in it.
Under the present system, no matter
whatGovernmentwas in power,a certain
number would creep in, not so much
on account of their own merits as the
political influence of their friends; and
if this went on beyond certain limita-
tions, the efficiency of the service
would always be very seriously impair-
ed. Our service unquestionably con-
tained many men who would do honour
to any service in the world, though
many of its members, in his opinion,
could not obtain as good remuneration
as they now received in any other em-
ployment. As to the statement that

Mr. CuRIamR.

the faith of a Parliament was pledged
to bonuses being given, ho would ob-
serve, in the first place, thau the condi-
tion of things in 1877 and 1873 differed
very materially, since, under the oper-
ation of the statutory increase, almost
every one of these gentlemen had
received a large increase of salary,-
$200 or thereabouts, in most cases; iii
the second place, that the costof living
at present was not as great as it was in
1873; and in the third place, that alnost
every class throughout the country had
suffered very much from the hardness
of the times, being obliged, in a great
many instances, to reduce their ex-
penditure. Those who received fixed
incomes had no great reason to com-
plain of their salaries, in view of the
present state of the public finances.
When the Bonus Bill was introduced
by the Government, a rather strong
feeling was shown against the increase
of Civil Service allowances; and, in
deference to this sentiment, the
Bill was witbdrawn. No doubt
the report of the Committee would be
very interesting. Similar Committees
had been granted in other countries with
Parliamentary institutions, and the
Government were not disposed to
stand in the way of the appointment of
this Committee.

Mr. MITCHELL said the point ho
had endeavoured to make was this:-
When the bonus regulation was adopt-
ed, the salaries of Ministers was ad-
vanced from $5,000 to $7,000, and of
members from $600 to $1,000; while
Judges' salaries had been largely ini-
creased. If the hon. gentleman's
argument with regard to hard times
applied to the Civil Service, why should
not a Bill be introduced to reduce the
salaries of Ministers, members, and
Judges.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said this might
be taken into consideration. The
salaries of certainly nine-tenths of the
Civil Service, It was to be remembered,
had been added to by the statutory
increase. While the Estimates were
under discussion, many hon. gentlemen
on the other side of the House seemed
disposed to complain rather severely Of
the increase in this regard.

Mr. MITCHELL: Why should not
the money, voted last year for bonuses,
be distributed ?

Service.(COMMONýS.]



Service. 899

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) said that
the Committee should define the diffe-
ronce between the inside and the outside
services. le had always understood
that the former were those employed
in the city of Ottawa alone, but he
found that many of them had received
no bounty, and were not considered as
belonging to the inside service.

Mr. WORKMAN said ho hoped that
the appointment of the Committee
would be attended with beneficial
results. The patronage system was
a misfake, and its abolition would
delight him. Members of Parliament,
as a rule, were not best qualified to
recommend parties applying for Gov-
ernment situations. He thought that the
competitive system would work vory
well, though it need not be so strin-
gent as it was in England. it would,
certainly, be botter than the present
system. le was aware that the divil
Service in Ottawa was very efficient,
but he would regret to see a great
many members of the outside service
placed in positions of trust at the
capital.

Mr. CAMERON said that one of the
greatest evils connected with the ser-
vice was that the Civil Service Act
was not strictly adhered to. When
any particularly good appointment was
to be made, somebow or other the regu-
lations were violated and some politi-
cal hack, or, at all events, some one
aided by political influence obtained
the berth. This ought not to be the
case, for the result was to destroy the
spirit of emulation and hopes of prefer-
ment among faithful and efficient offi-
cers. He was not a believer in the
competitive system. He thought that,
in England, in every Department where
it was tried, it had proved a failure.

Mr. CASEY: I do notthink that is
the case.

Mr. CAMERON said his hon. friend
had no doubt read a great deal about
it, made a hobby of it, and con-
sidered it perfect ; but all ho had
read had convinced him that the
system had not improved the service.
The great evil was the withdrawal of
promotions to valuable positions from
good officers. This was wrong and un-
just.

57j

Mr. CASEY, in reply to observations
made, said ho would not retract his
opinion that the Civil Service was not
as efficient as it might be, and sufficient
reason existed in this respect alone for
asking for the Committee. The hon.
member for Northumberland (Mr.
Mitchell) seemed to think that ho had
spoken slightingly and almost insult-
ingly of the members of the service.
He had had no such intention. He
quite agreed with a great deal that had
been said about many members of the
service, who would be a credit to any
profession or Civil Service in the
world. Efficient men would get into
the service under the system of patron.
age, for the Government, guided by
the instinct of self-preservation, would
secure a sufficient number of employés
to serve them with a moderate degree
of efficiency. The averago of the
service was as high as that of
any other country where the same
system prevailed. It was much above
the service in the United States, and
probably even above the average of
the service in England before the
introduction of the competitive system.
le did not think, however, and he had
official documents to back up the asser-
tion, that our Civil Service was equal
to that in England at the present time.
The report of the first Civil Service
Commission spoke very plainly on the
subject, indeed much plainer than he
had done in discussing the Canadian
system. It said:

" Those whose abilities do not warrant an
expectation that they will succeed in open
professions, where they must encounter the
competition of their contemporaries, and
those whom indolence of temperament or
physical infirmities unfit for active exertions
are placed in the Civil Service, where they
may obtain an honourable livelihood with
little labour and with no risk; where their
success depends upon their sinply avoiding
any flagrant misconduct, and attending with
moderate regularity to routine duties; and
in which they are secured against the ordinary
consequences of old age, or failing health,
by an arrangement which provides then
with the means of supporting theinselves
after they have become incapacitated."

These were strong words, and
although ho did not wish to apply
them to Canada, yet ho maintained
that, to a certain degree, the same evi ls
existed here. In concluding this
branch of the subject, 'he would merely
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say that persons were not to blame,
whether efficient or not, in accepting
Civil Service positions for political
reasons. It was to be expected that
men would accept such positions when
they were offered. He found fault
with the system, however, which not
only allowed, but had a tendency to
promote, inefficient appointments. The
present system of political patronage
also had the effect of introducing more
men into the service than were actually
required. •It was suggested that the
Committec should enquire into the
question of remuneration. The Com-
mittee could enquire into that matter
as far as the existing state of things
was concerned, but he did not think
they could make any recommendation
as to an increase in the salaries. In
the lower ranks of the service he
thought the salaries were insufficient,
but the higher positions were amply
remunerated. The evils connected
with this matter of defective remunera-
tion arose from the overcrowding of
the service, which was a direct resuilt
of party patronage. Individually, ho
thought that the appointments should
be left to a Board, not composed
of politicians or selected for poltical
reasons, which should select members
of the Civil Service according to their
qualifications and independent of their
political proclivities. le hoped that
the Committee would be able to con-
sider and report a seheme for that
purpose. His own opinion was that
the system of competitive examina-
tion, which iad proved so successful
in England, was the best that could
be adopted. It vas suggested, how-
ever, that under such a system there
might bo some difficulty in excluding
men of bad character from the ser-
vice. He did not think this objection
a very serions one. In England can-
didates were required to furnish satis-
factory evidence respecting their
character, and the Commissioners, act-
ing in a judicial capacity, without any
prejudices in regard to the parties
under examination, 3ould apply a
much severer test of character than a
man who had to select from his
friends and -supporters. He thought
the chances of men of improper char-
acter entering the service were less
under the competitive than the pre-

M1r. CASEY.

sent system. In his opinion, men who
were educated sufficiently to pass the
examination, were more likely to ho
of good character than men of less
culture. As a rule, it bad been found
that men of good education were of
good character. The hon. the Minis-
ter of Finance had said that ho was
not sure that the verdict of opinion in
England was altogether in favour of
competitive examination. In this
connection he might cite a letter from
the Marquis of Salisbury to the Gov-
ernor-General of India bearing on the
Indian Civil Service; and bearing
date 24th February, 1876:

" With respect to the princi p le of comipeti-
tion itself, the evidence you have collected
sufficiently shows that it cannot be disturbed
without injury to the public service. The
expressions of opinions which I have re.
ceived froin competent judges in England
lead me to the same conclusions. 0f its
success as a mode of selecting persons to
serve in the Indian Civil Service,there seems
to be no reasonable doubt. The ability
which.jt collects is not the same in kind as
that which distinguishes the service appoint-
ed under the previous system, and there may
be truth in the allegation for which some et
your oficers conteud, that under it, instances
of the most conspicuous ability are more
rare. But this difference. so lar as it exists,
may be reasonably attributed to a different
cause. Great powers are developed by great
occasions, and these have been of very rare
occurrence since the present limits of the
Empir8 have been reached. On the
other hand, it is generally admitted that, if
exceptional powers are rarer than in olden
times, exceptions of ai opposite kind have
almost disappeared. Some writers speak in
their reports of the physical infèriority of the
candidates selected under the rew systeni.
On this point a conflict of testimony exists.
While the evidence of actual observers, sup-
ported by the comparative sick-leave statis-
tics, appears to incline to the less favourable
view, there are distinguished medical
witnesses in England upon the other side.
The question appears to require further
examination. It is possible that suffBcient
weight in the competition Eas not been given
to physical qualifications, but this charge, i,
truc, would not be an objection to the prrci
ple of competition, but rather to the mode
In wihich it is applied. On the whole, your
Excellency's personal testimony, based on a
wide experience of the public service, and
the prevalent opinion among the officers
whom you have consulted, sufiiciently esta-
blish that selection by competition has been
successful in furnishing an efficient Indian
service, and whatever defects may be noted,
are not such as to justify any fundamental
change of system."

That last sentence was an answer to
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all the objections urged against the
competitive examination system. The
hon. member for Northumberland said
that the intricate examinations of
England would not be suitable to
Canada. This was true enough. A
mode of examination could, however,
be adopted which would suit the educa-
tional condition of the country. The
examination might go into subjects of
a practical nature, and be so arranged
that no undue advantage would be
given to any class. In the part of
Canada with which he was acquainted
there was every opportunity for the
poorer classes to obtain a good educa-
tion, and many persons of humble
parentage had become distinguished
for their ability. Take the class of
school teachers, for instance. They
were, as a rule, not wealthy when they
started in life, but it would be interest-
ing to note how many school teachers
had attained positions of considerable
eminence in the country. One, at
least, of that class was now in the
Cabinet. If those men could take high
positions in politics, he did not sec
that competitive examinations would
at all interfere with their advancement.
The Civil Service employé in India was
not a mere copying or registering
clerk, or a mere machine in the
Department. IIe was a man to whom
often judicial and diplomatie responsi-
bility attached, and from whom a large
amount of physical exertion in a
trying climate was required. It was
found, n twithstanding these high re-
quirements, that the system of competi-
tive examinations produced a much
better class of men, physically and men-
tally. than could be hoped for under the
patronage system. He had noticed
that a discussion had taken place in
the English House of Commons recent-
]y in regard to introducing this system
of selecting candidates into the diplo-
matie service, which vas admittedly
the most difficult branch to apply it to.
This fact proved conclusively that the
system had worked satisfactorily in
England. One of the objections raised
by the hon. member for Richmond and
Wolfe (Mr. Aylmer) was that the
System give rise to a species of

c ramming " which was not at all de-
sirable. He had no doubt that evil

could be remedied by anendments in
the system. Indeed, the English Civil
Service Board was now engaged in
considering such amendments. The
hon. gentleman also urged that we did
not require too highly-educated men in
the service, since they would be out
of place and discontented. There was
a great deal of force in the remark.
We did not want men too highly
educated, but we wanted men as well
educated as could be procured for the
salaries paid. In the event of a re-
organization of the service, it would
probably bc reconmended that the
purely mechanical work should be
delegated to the men of inferior
education, at low salaries; while
men of superior qualifications would be
entrusted with the more difficult or
professional work of the Departments
at higher rates of remuneration. lis
objection to the present system was
that it not only, as a matter of fact,
made the service less efficient than it
ought to be, but that it could not be
expected, however well carried out,
to secure the men best adapted for the
various positions. Whatever system was
eventually adopted, it should be with
the object of making the service a high
class profession-one into which it
would be as great an honour to be ad-
mitted as into the legal, medical and
engineering professions. It should be
made one which young men would find
it advantageous to enter; one in which
promotion would be by seniority and
merit combined; one in which, not to
speak of superannuation, theywould be
able to make provision for old age ;
and, in short, one in which the ability,
enterprise and intelligence of the coun-
try could find as satisfactory an outlet
as in any other walk in life. Those
were his aspirations with regard to the
future of the service. He had no un-
friendly feelings towards those con-
nected with it at present; his only
object was to elevate and improve it.
He urged the Blouse to give the matter
serious consideration, and to follow the
example of our serious, matter-of-fact
cousins in England in adopting a sys-
tem which would undoubtedly work
a vast improvementin the Civil Service
of Canada.

Motion agreed to.
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ELECTION LAW AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BILL No. 49.]

(Mr. Cook.)

BILL WITIDRAWN.

Mr. COOK said, in 1874, the
Government of the day thought it
necessary to pass a law by which
parties could vote without being
intimidated, and for the better securing
of elections from fraud. He believod
at the time that the Bill was for the
benefit of the object it had in view;
but, when he came to think over the
matter, he felt sure that it afforded
great means to bring about a fraudulent
election. As ho had explained before,
in reply to a question from the right
hon. member for Kingston, if a mem-
ber wished to attain his election by
fraud, or a person was particularly
interested in a particular candidate, it
vas quite possible for him to evade

the law. The returning-officer was,
generally, a man of respectable charac-
ter, and had a high appreciation of his
oath, and the fraud was possible with-
out his connivance at all. A man on
receiving the ballot paper in the
envelope could put the ballot into
his pocket and hand the envelope,
without the ballot, to the deputy
returningofficer, who would deposit it
in the box. He could then go out of
the polling booth and secure a party
whom ho wished to purchase, and give
him the abstracted ballot marked. The
man who had been purchased could
enclose the marked ballot in the enve-
lope, and return the first man his own
blank ballot. By this means, a vote
could be secured from the opposite side,
making two upon a division. Suppos-
ing there were thirty polling places,
and five votes were purchased at each,
the result would be as follows:-One
vote on the first ballot paper taken
away would be lost, but the other
four would be gained, which would
on the whole make 120 purchased votes,
which, upon a division, would be 240.
He thought a change should take place
at once. We were having constant
elections from time to time. Since
1874 the aggregate number of elections
was 74, being nearly one-half of the
total number. In 1874, there were
28 elections; 20 of them being on ac-

Mr. CÂsnT.

count of decisions of the Courts. The
Opposition gained one and the Ministry
gained one, leaving the House the same
at the close of the year as it was at the
commencement. In 1875, there were
22 elections voided by the Courts, five
members of the House accepted office,
and one resigned, making 28 elections
altogether. There was a Ministerial
gain of three, and an Opposition gain of
five, making a comparative gain on
the whole for the Opposition of two.
In 1876, there were four elections
voided by the Courts, four members of
the House accepted office, and three re-
signed, making eleven elections in all,
on which the Opposition made a clear
gain of six. In 1874-5-6 there was a
gain for the Opposition of nine. The
county of Charlevoix was just in the
throes of an election, and it was possi-
ble that other elections would take
place shortly. It was therefore impor-
tant for the purity of elections that
the law ho proposed should be allowed
to pass at this stage of the Session. He
was satisfied that every hon. member
would agree with him that the ballot
system ought to be such that no ad-
vantage could be taken of it. He
moved the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. BLAKE said he had always
been of the opinion that the envelope
was not an improvement, and that
some scheme might be and ought to be
devised by which the complication of
putting the paper in the envelope
-altogether separate from the diffi-
culties referred to by the hon. member
who had just sat down-could be
removed. The difficulties of the ballot
system had been especially brought
out in one of the Australian colonies,
where it was notorious, before the bal-
lot was adopted in England, that fraud
could be practised. le was entirely
in sympathy with the effort made t4
effect a change in the depositing of the
ballot. Althongh there would pro-
bably be some elections between noW
and the next general elections, yet the
Government had not seen fit to accede
to the proposal of making changes to
Election Law piecemeal. When the
Election Law was changed, it should
only be after some well-considered and
well-devised system had been pre-
sented. A convenient time for the
change would be at the next Session of
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Parliament, when the flouse would
have derived much more experience of
the working of the present law. He
was, therefore, obliged to ask his hon.
friend to adopt the same course as the
hon. member for Megantic (Mr.
Richard) had adopted-to have the
order discharged upon the assurance
that the Government were consider-
ing the matter, and that, if possible,
a Bill to meet the difficulty would be
introduced next Session.

Mr. CAMERON called the attention
of the hon. the Minister of Justice to
another grievance. In Ontario, there
was a law that, when the majority was
small, the votes had to be recounted by
the County Judges before the official
return was made. Had this law been
in force in the Dominion he would have
occupied his seat at least one Session
before he did. It was not right that
deputy returning-officers should be
invested with such absolute powers as
they now had. As a rule, deputy
returning-officers were partizans-it
was almost impossible to appoint non-
partizans, and they should have their
authority very circumscribed. As a
rule, they were men of little education,
and of no judicial experience of that
character which was required to decide
the really difficult question as to
whether a ballot was properly marked
or not. He had prepared a Bill which
would hand that over to the County
Judges in case of a close election; but,
on the statement of the hon. the Min-
ister of Justice that the Election Law
would be amended next Session, he
would withdraw it, with the hope that
Ibis suggestion would be acted upon.

Mr. BLAKE said he was glad to
receive any suggestion on the Election
Law, as it was a question of great diffi-
'culty. He should be glad if the hon.
member for North Victoria (Mr. Cam-
.eron) would communicate the sub-
stance of the Bill to him if ho did not
introduce it.

Mr. CAMERON said the Bill was
Merely a transcript of the Ontario Act,
with the necessary modifications to
:suit the Dominion Constitution.

Order discharged, and Bill with-
drawn.

House adjourned at
Ten minutes before

Eleven o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 22nd March, 1877,

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

MONTIEAL IIARBOUR TOLLS
BILL.

FIRsT READING.

House resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole to consider the
following resolution :-

" That it is expedient to amend the Act
36 Vic., cap. 61, respecting the Harbour
Commissioners of Montreal, by repealing the
existing Tariff of Tolls and Dues on vessels
using the Harbour, and on merchandize and
other things landed froi or shipped on board
such vessels, from the first day of April
next, and substituting a new Tariff, which
will then be submitted for the consideration of
the Committee; and by giving the said Com-
missioners power from time to time to alter
or modify the said Tariff with the consent
and approval of the Governor in Council."

(In the Committee.)

Mr. SMITH1 (Westmoreland) said
the resolution contemplated two
changes. The first related to the
readjustment of the tariff for the
harbour of Montreal. The most
material change concerned dry
goods. At present, at this port,
these were subject to one-quarter of
one per cent. duty on value, and the
effect was said to have been to divert
this trade from the St. Lawrence to
other channels. The Harbour Com-
missioners, with the concurrence of the
commercial community of Montreal,
he believed, thought that in the inter-
est of the city a change was necessary.
It was proposed, in consequence, to
alter the ad valorem to a specific duty,
to be collected on weight or measure-
ment. The other change would
empower the Harbour Commissioners,
with the approval of the Governor in
Council, to change, modify, alter and
re-alter the tariff as experience might
suggest to be expedient and desirable.
That this was really an improvement
it was unnecessary to argue, in his
opinion. It seemed too troublesome
to require the Commissioners to come
to Parliament to secure modifications
in the tariff. The Harbour Commis-
sioners, who represented the com-
mercial interests of Montreal, and the
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representatives of Montreal in Parlia-
ment approved, he understood, of the
contemplated change.

Mr. MASSON asked why these pro-
positions had not been submitted in
the resolution.

Mr. SMITH said they were too
voluminous. They would appear in
the Bill.

Mr. MASSON said that the adoption
of the resolution signified approval of
its principle. Hence full details should
be submitted to the flouse at the ont-
set.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this approval
was not obligatory.

Mr. MASSON said, if the present
procedure was continued, there would
no longer be auy use in considering
such matters in Committec.

Mr. MACKENZIE said, to his per-
sonal knowledge, within a couple of
years back, the present tariff affected
injuriously the commercial interests of
Montreal.

Mr. HOLTON said this tariff was
adapted to trade interests in Montreal
when it first came into force many
years ago. This state of things no
longer existed, and the Board of Trade
had not only asked for a change, but
urged that they should have the power
of changing the tariff when they
deemed it necessary, subject to the
approval of the Governor in Couneil.
11e thought that all interests were
abundantly protected in the proposi-
tions submitted. This being of the
nature of a local measure of taxation,
he had some doubts as to whether it
should be considered In Committee.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
both tariffs, the present and the
one proposed, might be printed in the
Votes and Proceedings.

Resolutions agreed to, and ordered to
be reported.

louse resumed.
Resolution reported, read the first and

second times, and agreed to.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) moved
for leave to introduce a Bill (No. 90)
Respecting the tolls of the Harbour of
Montreal.

Bill read the fßrst time.
Mr. SMIrTr.

GAMING HOUSES SUPPRESSION
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 80.]

(Mr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 80)
To amend the Act for suppressing
Gaming Houses.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. BLAKE said he proposed to fill
up the blank in the 4th clause with
the words: "Not less than $20 or more
than $100;" and to add to the clause
the words: "And, in default of payment,
imprisonment in the common gaol
for a term not exceeding two months,
provided always that such persons
shall not be liable on trial to be ex-
amined under the 6th section of the
Act by this Act amended."

Amendments agreed to.
Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-

ported.
Flouse resumed.
Bill reported.
Amendments read the first and second

times, and agreed to.
Bill read the third time, and passed.

INLAND REVENUE ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

FIRST READING.

Resolution declaring it expedient to
amend the Act respecting the Inland
Revenue, reported from Committee
of the Whole on March 20th, read the
first and second tines and agreed to.

Mr. LAFLAMME moved for leave
to introduce a Bill (No. 91) To amend
the Act respecting the Inland Revenue.

Bill read the first time.

GAS AND GAS METERS INSPEC-
TION BILL.

FIRST READING.

Resolutions respecting the inspection
of gas and gas meters, reported from
the Committee of the Whole on Mareh
20th, read the flrst and second times and
agreed to.
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Mi. LAFLAMME introduced a Bill
(No. 92) Further to amend the Act
to provide for the inspection of gas and
gas meters.

Bill read the first tine.

INSPECTION OF STEAMBOATS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

[BLL No. 83.]

(-Mr. Smith, Westmoreland.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the Bill was to remedy certain defects
and ambiguities in the law suggested
by the practical working of the Act
of 1868. The amendments were in the
interest of the steamboat owners, who
agreed with the provisions of the pro-
posed measure.

Bill read the second time.

WAYS AND MEANS-CONCUR-
RENCE-THE TARIFF.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming debate on the
proposed motion of Mr. Cartwright for
the second reading of Resolution 1, re-
ported from the Committee of Ways
and Means, the motion of Sir John A.
Macdonald in amendment thereto, and
the motion of Mr. Orton in amendment
to the said proposed amendment, read.

Mr. MOUSSEAU said that the
readjustment of the tariff in such a
manner as to protect, more effica-
eiously than was at present the case,
our agricultural, mining and industrial
interests, was aimed at in the motions
of the hon. members for Kingston and
Centre Wellington, then before the
louse. He was of the opinion, as an

hon. member had already very properly
remarked, that the question at issue
was a national one. It was from this
point ofview that it should be regarded
by the louse and by the country. It
was not one concerning which political
parties should battle, but it was exclu-
sively national; it should be debated
with a view to the general
public interests, and he demanded of
the Government-at all events of the
representatives of the Province of Que-
bac, who were members and supporters
of it-and who had advocated protec-

tionist views, why a protective policy
had not been adopted in the common
interests of the Dominion. Hie had
always understood that, under a con-
stitutional régime, changes of Govern-
ment only took place on matters
affecting principles, in the best sense
of the word ; but hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, since they had attained power,
had utterly disregarded this iule. The.
body political resembled the body-
corporal; and when any of the
parts of the human body were
attacked by disease, all the rest
suffered in consequence. This was
equally the case with the body
social; when any of the arteries of
business-whether agricultural, or
industrial-were disordered, the whole
body also suffered. The great majority
of the people of this country-even.
including the Maritime Provinces-
felt that the only remedy for tho pre-
sent state of things was protection.,
Even the hon. members for Halifax
and Cape Breton asked for protection.
Almost every one admitted that pro-
tection was necessary, and there was
great reason for it. Many circum-
stances and many facts proved that it
was not only a political, but also in
some sort a social necessity. In the
first place a great crisis and a great
depression was spread throughout the
country, and had existed for several
years. With reference to this crisis
they had heard warnings from several
public men, but notably from the
Finance Minister when delivering his
Budget speech in 1874-5, when,
moreover, he demanded an increase of
taxation to the extent of several mil-
lions. This crisis affected everybody;
the farmers obtained less for their pro-
duce, and manufacturers everywhere
within our borders had almost ceased
to manufacture, or, at all events, they
only turned out a small quantity
of goods compared with their
productions during former and
more prosperous years. On every side,
business was stagnant and unsound.
On the other hand, the Government, in
place of arresting the descent of the-
country into general bankruptcy, had
done everything possible to make
things worse, by increasing expendi-
ture to an extravagant degree. These
hon. gentlemen, on reaching the Trea-
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sury benches, had fattened themselves
at the oxpense of the publie misery,
ýand, above all, thrown fat things in the
way of their friends. fie was not the
least in the world of the opinion that
the Government was entirely respon-
sible for the present sad condition of
affairs. Governments were, and above ail
this Government was, far from being
an instrument in the hands of Provi.
dence-unless indeed it was an instru-
ment of punishment; but they could
say without hesitation that the Gov-
ernment could have softened the blow,
and ameliorated the present state of
affairs. Yet nothing had been done
since the Government had acceded to
power. This was not the manner in
which serious and real statesmen
should have acted. These hon. gentle-
men had done nothing either to pre-
vent, resist or diminish the effects of
the existing depression. During the
space of nine ycars, ending on the 30th
of last June-betwoon June, 1868, and
Jane 30th, 1876,-we had imported
goods valued at about nine hundred
millions,-$898,718,133-and exported
.goods to a value exceeding six hundred
millions - $686,434,701. Thus the
balance of trade against us during
this period of time reached
the figure of $212,000,000. During
the previous years, the balance of
trade was also against us, but natur-
.ally not to so great a degree, as our
population was not at that epoch of
our history so large as it was to-day.
The first cause of the present crisis
was the extraordinary increase of
imaports over exports. Much had been
said in reply to this, and it had been
argued that the fact of a people or
nation importing much more than it
produced and exported was of no con-
sequence, from the point of view of the
political econornist. This assertion, to
a certain point, might be relatively true,
bat, nevertheless, strong proofs to the
contrary, as far as we were concerned,
existed. That allegation might hold
true with regard to an old country,
but in this country we could not heal
the wound caused by such an excess
of imports over exports without doing
injury to ourselves. We had to pay,
for the goods imported, the freights
gained by our shipping classes, the
money loaned to our country for public
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improvements, and to our private
citizons by English capitalists. These
loans, coupled with the money brought
here by immigrants, represented the
balance against us of $212,000,000. The
time had now arrived when this debt
was to be paid, and the monoy noces-
sary had to be found. The consequent
intorest had to be paid, and the means to
be collected together. He believed that
the excess of imports over exports had
now reached their highest point. One
had only to look into the official
Gazettes of the various Provinces
to find an immense number of
current bankruptcies. This was the
case in all our Provinces, but particu-
larly in the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec. These bankruptcies were
occurring daily; and why ? The reason
was simple: During the past several
years, the excess of imports to which
ho had alluded had existed, and goods
were to a certain extent forced upon
the merchants of the Dominion; mon
lived beyond their means; and, at the
present hour, perhaps three-quarters
or four-fifths of the property of the
country was mortgaged against existing
liabilities. We had, however, reached
a limit in this regard-to a certain
extent at least-and this was due to
exhaustion of credit. So mach for
this state of things ; and the sole
remedy for it, in the wisdom of nations,
as was shown by the history of all
countries that had played an impor-
tant rôle in the world, was protection.
This was wise. Persons who for a long
series of years had lived on means
they had not really possessod were
obliged to reduce their expenditure,
and produce for themselves what they
could no longer purchase elsewhere.
Ail peoples who had attained a great
degree of prosperity had reached it by
means of protection. TPhey always
began thoir careers by this mothod
which was so simple and so natural
and as much as this was possible they
kept their capital at home instead of
sending it abroad. They began by
producing sufficient for their own
wants, and, having reached this
point, they began to sell to others.
Such had been the case with England,
and to such a policy was due its great
good fortune and immense wealth.
Capable of doing an extraordinary
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amount of business and favoured by
great cheapness of labour after having
reached this happy point, England
said in effect to the other nations of
the world: " I can now enter into
competition with any people; and, hav-
ing found this out, I open my doors to
you, and do yon now open your doors
to me." The hon. member for Terre-
bonne (Mr. Masson) had demonstrated
the immense benefits which had
accrued to France, owing to her pro-
tective policy, due to the great genius
of Colbert. He would cite extracts
from a remarkable work published by
Mr. Cary with regard to the effects
of protection in France:

"Colbert opened the way for the national
labour in a nanner at once wise and regular,
aitd to his measures are due the facts that
b rance ceased to be exclusively agricultural,
and became enriched by the new value given
to her land, and to the labours of ber
people."

And a little further on:
" Louis XIV might with truth and jus-

tice say that, in giving him Colbert, God
had done nuch for the prosperity and glory
of his reign. France might add that she
owes to his wise counsels the wonderful
development of ber industry, and that this,
;a turn, owes to them the strength which
now permits it to reduce the barriers by
which it has been protected."-Principles of
Social Science, by Cary, vol. 2, pp. 46 to 47.

Pierre Larousse, another author,
went further and established the fact
that duties were not properly speak-
ing levied in the interest of the pub-
lic Treasury, but ini order to create, to
encourage, and to protect national
industries. He stated:

" Customs duties have for their object not
the interest of the public treasury, but the
interests of native agriculture, trade, and in-
dustry ; they form not a tax but a premium
of encouragement for native productions."-
Pierre Larousse-Sayings ofthe nineteenth century.

He did not think it was ;n the least
degree in the world denied or attempt-
ed to be denied, that protection had
Made France what she now was--power-
ful and prosperous. Protection had been
followed by precisely the same effects
in Éngland, which had becomo pros-
perous only after she had recourse to
this means, even to a most extravagant
Point; enormous penalties having at
one time been inflicted on those who
introduced foreign products into the
kingdom. No one denied this. The

effects of the system in France had
been splendid, and they had struck
with admiration all those who were in-
terested in this fine and great country,
France had encouraged at any price.
her silk and other manufactories, and
her various interests, including those
relating to agriculture. The result
had been that she had made immense
progress in these respects, even
greater than the world had realized.
Everybody knew of the terrible war in
which she had recently been engaged,
and of the milliards she had to pay;
and yet, in 1875, so elastie and so sup-
ple was she in resources, and above all
with reference to her agricultural and
industrial interests, owing to an extra-
ordinary and powerful protection,
she had accomplished real pro-
digies. She had not only paid off her
debt, but she had produced so much
corn, and wine, and silk, that the Eng-
lish market had felt it. In this con-
nection he had read a magnificent
article in the London Times enume-
rating the extraordinary advantages
enjoyed by France, and extolling the
activity and industry, and economical
spirit of the French people, and stating
that if such a people would follow a
proper policy during twenty years,
they would become the first people in
the world, and play in Europe the first
rôle to which they had been accus-
tomed. This was what one of the
most powerful organs of public opinion
in England said of France in 1875. And
when the political economy and history
of France was studied, this great pros-
perity and good fortune, and these
great riches would be found to be due
to the doctrines of the great Colbert.
He had heard some hon. member
during the debates on this subject
last year say that France was become
Free-trade. and that she was no longer
Protectionist. This was not the case;
but supposing that France had adopted
the theories of free trade then she
would only have done what Eng-
land had donc. Once having
rendered herself capable of being
mistress of the markets of the world,
and once more able to proceed more
cheaply than a great number of other
countries, like England she would have
consulted her own interests, and
assured herself of the retention of her
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superiority by saying to other coun-
tries: " I now open my doors to you;
open your doors to me." In 1860,
France, however, was far from becom-
ing Free-trade. She negotiated a
treaty, but, so far from an arrangement
having been made for the free inter-
change of products with England,
duties imposed by the terms of this
treaty on certain English goods
amounted to 40 per cent. He would
read an extract from a paper written
in this regard, exposing the advanta-
geous results of the treaty as far as
France was concerned :

" The Treaty (of 1860) confined itself to
the removal of prohibition, which besides
them had few defenders, replacing tbem by
taxes which were extended to 30 per cent.,
that is to say, an excessive figure equivalent
in the majority of cases to prohibition.
With the exception dcf iron goods, which
were taxed at the rate of seven francs per
100 kilogrammes and this represented about
40 per cent. on the price of the most ordinary
qualities, the treaty was limited to layin
down the principle that the duties to be pais
on English productions entering France,
should not exceed 30 per cent. * * * The
Anglo-French convention was followed by
negotiations opened with the majority of the
Governments of Europe. Between 1861 and
1867, France entered into commercial agree-
ments,successively with Belgium,the German
Zollverein, Portugal, Austria, and the Pon-
tifical States. Each of these conventions
stipulated for the exchange of reciprocal
trade and navigation facilities, France con.
ceding the lowered tariff which had been
granted to England and obtaining a decrease
of taxation upon her productions.-Extract
from an article written by C. Lavallée on Com-
mercial Treatie8 and Customs Tariffs in the
Revue des Deux Mondes.

This Treaty vas founded on Protec-
tionist principles. Many articles were
taxed thirty per cent. and others as
high as forty per cent., and, in face of
these facts, they were told to fol-
low the example of the French
people, that France had declared for
free trade and submitted to the adop-
tion of the English policy; and all
this when in opposition, to the Protec-
tionist tariff of that country, we had
only a 17½ per cent. tariff. Protection
had caused the good fortune and
prosperity and power enjoyed by the
the great and magnificent American
Republic. He had already had
occasion to cite words spoken by one
of the greatestof American statesmen,
and he would repeat them in the House.

Mr. MoUssEAU.

That groat tariff which ivas termed the
American system was adopted in 1824,
after ten weeks of debate, in the course
of which the most remarkabe and the
most eminent of the then American
statesmen, such as Benton and Clay,
and others of equalpawer had spoken.
Several years later, a second and
similar battle had taken place with
regard to the same tariff, which many
then wished to have remodelled. This
was in 1828. Mr. Clay then said :

" Protection has been for the U nited States
the sheet-anchor of its prosperity and the
mainspring of its progress. The seven years
which preceded the adoption of the protective
tariff ot 1824 have been most disastrous,
while the seven years which have succeeded
have been the most prosperous the United
States ever witnessed. Protection for any
country signifies prosperity."

It was important to go back to the
period when the tariff in question was
adopted-when this policy which was
called the American system was in-
augurated in the United States. That
poriod resembled the time when the
present Minister of Finance uttered his
famous complaints, and had additional
taxation to the extent of three millions
placed upon the shoulders of the people
of this country. In the United States
in 1824, as in Canada to-day, great de-
pression existed; trade was arrested;
and, as in this country now, bank-
ruptcies prevailed most extensively.
Two, three, four, and even ten, occur-
red daily; and Congress thon, as Par-
liament now, was called upon to render
assistance to unfortunate debtors and
defrauded creditors. With permission
of the Speaker, he would road an cx-
tract from the speech of Mr. Clay when
ho made his motion in support of the
great protestive measure introduced
in 1824 in the interests of the United
States. It was delivered during the
Presidency of James Mu'nroe. This was
what that great statesman then said,
and his remarks were applicable to the
present condition of Canada, and Cor-
responded to the observations of the
Minister of Finance in 1874:

" In casting our eyes around us, the muost
prominent circumstance which fixes our at-
tention and challenges our deepest regret, is
the general distress which pervades the
whole country. It is forced upon us by
nunerous facts of the most incontestable
character. It is indicated by the dimiuished
exports of native produce ; by the depressed
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and reduced state of our foreign navigation ;
by our diminished commerce; by successive
unthreshed crops of grain perishing in our
barns for want of a market; by the alarn-
ing diminution of the circulating medium;
by the numerous bankruptcies; by a uni-
versai complaint of the want of employ-
nient, and a consequent reduction of wages
of labour; by the ravenous pursuit after pub-
lie situations, not for the sake of their
honours and the perfbraiance of their publie
duties, but as a means of private subsis-
tence ; by the reluctant resort to the peril-
ous use of paper money, by the intervention
of legislation in the delicate relation
between debtor and creditor; and, above all,
by the low and depressed state of the value
of almost every description of the whole
mass of the property of the nation, which
lias, on an average, sunk not less than
about fifty per centun within a lew years.
This ditress pervades every part, of the
Union, every class of society ; all feel it,
thougli it nay be felt at different places, in
differenit degrees. It is like the atmosphere
whicl surrounds us: all must inhale it
and n one can escape froi it. A few yeaîs
.ago the planting interest consoled itself with
itZ happy exemp tions fron the generalcalamity; but it has now reached this inter-
et also, which experiences though with

less severitv the general suffering. It is
maost painful to me to attempt to sketch, or
to dwell on the gloon of this picture. But
I have exaggerated nothing. Perfect fidelity
to the original would have authorized me to
have thrown on deeper and darker hues."

In a word, this description applied
with perfection to this country ; and
from that time they changed the prin-
ciple on which duties were levied in
the United States. Previously, the
Amnericans had imposed duties for
revenue purposes; the securing of
revenue was the great object in view,
and protection was incidental. But, in
franiing the tariff of 1824, this prin-
ciple was reversed, and protection was
made the rule, revenue having become
an incidental object. It was then
stated:

"Revenue the object, protection the inci-
lent, had been the rule in the earlier tariffs;
now that rule was sought to be reversed,
and to raake protection the object of the
law, and revenue the incident."

And further:
"That the free-trade systen, which is

proposed as its substitnte, ought really to
be considered as the British Colonial-sys-
teml."

He did not believe that lie was a false
prophet, or that he spoke as a pessi-
mist, when he said that we in this coun-
try had arrived at this state of things.

We had reached a point in our history
which corresponded to the year 1824
in the history of the United States.
Our debt had been largely added to;
our publie expenditure had been in-
creased in the same proportion; we
had imported more than we could pay
for; and we were, in consequence.
obliged to put an end to this state of
things, and we should endeavour to
-find out whether we possessed the
materials necessary to supply the
goods which we had hitherto purchased
elsewhere. With the aid of the arms
of protection, we should keep amongst
us capital and our population. It was
worthy of' remark that the struggle
with regard to protection prevailed
in the United States in 1828, in
1832, and in 1834. IRenewed efforts
were made on the one side to
diminish the tariff, and on the other
side to further increase it; and those
who advocated absolute protection
succeeded in carrying their point by
an immense majcrity. With reference
to a great variety of articles, the duties
were advanced from 25 to 50 per cent.
At the same time, several resolutions
were adopted in State Legislatures in
favour of the protection movement;
and in these rosolutions were to be
found many arguments which applied
perfectly to the existing condition of'
this country, and which ought to en-
courage the House to take advantage
of our present misery to so re-adjust
the tariff that it woull tax more
heavily what we could manufacture
and even cheapen necessaries of life.
They could justly modify the tariff
in a protective direction, since Con-
federation had been accomplished. As
lie had already had the honour of say-
ing in this Chamber, the demand for
the introduction of a protective sys-
tem had been made year after year.
It had be .n urgeA that duties should
be levied on foreign products and for-
eign manufactures we could ourselves
supply, and above all that such duties
should be applied on English manu-
factures. The reason therefor was
very simple,-while a more colony, we
were assisted by English capital and
aided by England, but, when Confeder-
ation was brought about, the situation
was very different. England then said.
to the Dominion of Canada: " Yon ean
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now walk alone ;" and from that mo-
ment we had conquered the right of
levying duties on English as well as
American merchandize. They heard
the other day a philosophical and dis-
tinguished member of the Govern-
ment say that England had marched
with the United States in the history
of protection; and Thierry, from
whose work he had quoted, had per-
ceived that, in England as everywhere
eIse, the first principle forming the
real foundation of ber commerce and
immense prosperity had been protec-
tion. Many people were of opinion
that England owed this great pros-
perity to free trade, but the contrary
was the case; England had reached
the proud position of one of the first
nations of the world in consequence
of a protective policy, in consequence
of her excellent seamen, and above
all, in consequence of the discovery
of the route by the Cape of Good
Hope to the vast trade of the East.
After the discovery by the Portuguese
of the route to the East round the Cape
of Good Hope, she managed, by her
great length of sea coast, and by the
great aptitude of her people for sea-
faring pursuits, to beat the Portuguese
and Duteh in the struggle for the
eastern trade; and this eastern trade
filled the coffers of her merchants and
her people with wealth. The magni-
tude of this trade enabled ber to become
a manufacturing country, and t li
wealth got by this trade gave her the
capital required. She was more favour-
ably situated than any other country
for the eastern trade, so long as the
bulk of i passed by the route of the
Cape of Good Hope. She kept it yet,
notwithstanding the Suez Canal; she
opposed it because she knew it might
give all the countries along the Medi-
terranean a fair chance for successful
competition. ier wisdom, the great
sagacity of Disraeli, prompted her to
get the control of that great interna-
tional highway. We, on this side of
the waters, could never expect, at this
stage of the history of the world of
commerce, to grow into great wealth
by such a stroke of fortune as the dis-
covery of a new route of commerce
from which we could exclude ail others.
We must, therefore, take the ordinary
course, and protect our infant indust-
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ries. When, in future times, the com-
merce of the East passed over our
Pacifie Railway, we would be prepared
to do it or participate in it; and, by
that time, we should, probably, have
grown sufficiently into a manufacturing
country, and should be able to cry "Free
trade " with all nations. This, lie
should suppose, would be about
the time the hon. the Premier's
great grandson occupied his seat
and his position in this Bouse. Thus
England had succeeded in becoming a
great nation, and in monopolising the
commerce of the east. Her coffers had
been filled and, to a certain extent, her
people had been millionaires. Then
she beeame the first nation in the
world-but this was tiot due to free
trade. The present policy of England
had not been adopted all of a sudden;
the Imperial Parliament had not
bastily opened the doors of England to
the world, in connection with her
present policy. War or struggles took
place in the House of Commons before
it was adcpted, and very violent
attacks were made upon the policy of
Sir Robert Peel. He would rend an
extract from a remarkable letter,
written on the 10th of June, 1848, to
Lord John Russell, as follows:-

" The doctrine of free exchange or unre-
strained competitioW between nations, may
be said to constitute the entire basis of that
legislation. It has long been maintained by
a certain section of the modern school of
political economy that this principle of
universa. competition is the true path to the
material prosperity of nations; and after
much contention this principle has been
adopted by the British legislature. If, there
fore, it is right, it must necessarily admit of
receiviag fulieffect; if it is wrong, the farther
it is carried out the more disastrous must be
the resulte.

" Now, it is obvious that this principle of
compet ition is one derived from the notion
of self-reliance or self-dependence. The
State which adopts it necessarily pre-sup-
poses that it is at least on a fboting of equality
with all others; for we cannot imagine any
nation deliberately to expose itselt to the
rivalry of a neighour its superiorn all
great branches o industry. No nation will,
in fact, adopt it unless it expects to derive
immediate advantage from the change,
because the commercial spirit which necess
arily directs the legielator upon this point
is the one of all others which leade to speedy
result ; and thie consideration Qught eplY
te account for the rejection of Our free-trade
principle by the statesmen both of Europe
and America. Our legislators considered,
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whether justly or not I shall stop to enquire,
that we had nothing to lose and everything
to gain by a free competition with fbreign
States, while they seem to think they have
much to lose and nothing to gain by a free
competition with us.

l The ca ital employed in purchasing
foreign gos for borne consumption, when
this purchase is made with the produce of
domestic industry, replaces also by every
operation two distinct capitals, but one of
themonly is employed in supporting domestic
industry. The capital which sends British
goods to Portugal, and brings back Portugese
goods to Great Britain, replaces, by every
such operation, only one Britieh capital, the
otheris a Portugese one. Th ough the returns,
therefore, of the foreign trade of consumption
should be as quick as those of the home
trade, the capital employed in it will give
but one-half the encouragement to the in-
dnstr or productive labour of the country.

"' The British Government,' says M. Say,
seems not to have perceived that the most
profitable sales to a nation are those made
by one individual to another within the
nation, for these latter imply a national
production of two values, the value sold
and that given in exchange.' How far
this remark may be applicable to the recent
commercial policy of the British Govern-
ment, I shall leave your Lordship to dter-
mine ; but it is almost superfluous to observe
that the opinions of these two authorities-
and none higher can be produced in their
respective countries - are obviously and
necessarily inconsistent with the principle
of free-trade, or universal competition. If
the home trade is more advantageous" than
the foreign, why allow the latter in any
instance to replace the former? For even
if foreign nations, as was predicted, were to
reciprocate with us, which they do not, the
free exchange of our produce with theirs
would, according to the opinions of Smith
and Say. be only as advantageous as if an
exchange took place within the nation itself.

" It is to be observed that the first victims
of free-trade are the weaker and more depen-
dent interests of the state, viz., our working
classes at home, and our colonists abroad."

This applied to the false arguments
used by Free-traders with regard to
the balance of trade, and to those who
treated lightly the matter of our pur-
chasing elsewhere what we could easily
manufacture to our great advantage at
home. In fact, England had pro-
claimed free trade when she was sure
that she could successfully compete
with her neighbours; and even when
she did so, the other nations of the
world, by means of a protective policy,
encouraged their industries and their
manufactures, which else would have
sufered severely from foreign compc-
tition. Poor families were now lacking

bread and employment in Canada; and
they were obligud to leave the country
and expatriate themselves, because the
protective policy which the country
had demanded had not been accorded
by the Government. The legitimate
complaints of these people and of these
families were even turned into ridicule,
and the cry for protection was disre-
garded, though for many people it
meant work and bread. Many had
spoken of the treaty negotiated be-
tween Franco and England in 1860,
but since then Europe had returned to
the protective system. And the pre-
sent Chancellor of the Exchequer in
England, Sir Stafford Northcote, had
said ut a great public meeting in Eng-
land in this regard:

"I have come to the conclusion that
those countries themselves are as deeply
interested as England can be in the main-
tainence of a liberal policy, and that if we
could only get out of the heads of these
nations the idea that England was pressing
this matter for English and selfish purposes,
if we could only get them to look at the
question from their own pointa of view, we
might feel well assured that they would
come to a right conclusion. It is not by
dwelling on the increase of English exporte
that we shall disarni the prejudice of local
coteries abroad. The facts mentioned by
Mr. Grant Duff show the grave bearing this
question has on commercial interests in this
country. But the larger fact which ad-
vocates of free trade must bring home to
the Continental mind is that these in-
creases of English trade imply a vast
increase to the trade of other countries.

" The sudden spread of representative
institutions through Europe durng the last
twelve or fifteen years is suggested as the
source of this renewed strength of this pro-
tection. 'Sinister interests' may have
thus found voice, but it remains to be seen
whether they have found alse political
power andpermanent influence. No doubt
in Italy Protectionist opinions have ac-
quired a very alarming authority. In
Austria too they seemed at the commence-
ment of the year to be carrying all before
them."

The Imperial Chancellor of the
Exchequer endeavoured to make the
European nations believe that England
had adopted the Free-trade system for
the good of other nations, but the fact
was that this Minister was frightened
at the policy of these other nations,
and he did not wish Austria, France,
and other countries, to adopt the prin-
ciples of protection in order to prevent
English products from reaching their
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markets and entering into disastrous
competition with their productions.
The London Tines stated in this
relation :

" It cannot be too often recalled that the
interest of England in the progress of free
:trade, so far as she bas a special interest, is
solely due to the accident of lier advanced
,nanufacturing industry at the present time.
The theory of free trade dces not secure lier
any superiority over other nations."

This was what the organ of public
opinion in England said. There were
two great reasons accounting for the
position England held to-day. She
possessed the commerce of the East,
und owing to the enormousà energy of'
lier people and the cheapness of her
labour, and coal and iron, she bad the
advantage over many other nations.
These were the immense elements of
,ber prosperity and superiority, and
this enabled her to make disastrous
ciompetition with other nations und to
open lier doors to them. He would
.ask whether the Dominion occupied a
similar position. We wcre a young
colony, and almost a primitive peqple,
,and it was utterly impossible for us to
imitate the policy of England; on the
contrary, we should adopt a protective
policy in order to farnish ourselves
with what we required. This was an
important debate as far as the inter-
ests of the country were concerned.
This famous system of free trade bad
at length ended in frightening the
English themselves. Th ey were
forced to come to the succour of work-
ingmen, and to endeavour to meet the
disastrous competition to whîch they
were exposed from France and the
-United States in their own market.
The London Tines on the lst inst.,
mentioned the cry of distress raised
by the people, but it did not dare to
give the reat reason for the inferiority
of England in this respect. It did
not desire to state why France and
the United States were in a position
to compete with England. It would
,not admit that England was absolute-
]y a victim to the system of free
trade-despite the fact that at the
present hour the United States and
France were solling their most impor-
tant productions in the English inar-
ket heper than they could be manu-
iactured iii Egiand. The T'imes said:
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"We hear ominous complaints that we
are undersold in cheapness and surpassed in
the excellence of our manufactures; there
are numerous explanations of these facts, but
none of them are satisfactory.

"After all allowances are made, the man-
ufacturers of arms in the United States are
proved to be reat competitors with us in the
markets of the world. Nor is this the only
branch of industry in which their rivalry is
felt. Even in the matter of textile fabries
they are found to bid against us in neutral
markets where no hostile tariffs yield any
discriminating duties in their favour. That
this should be the case in Canada may be

tartly explained by the contiguity of the
ominion, but it is true of more distant

mnarts, where we might be supposed to have
natural advantages.

« We know that our markets arc regularlr
supplied with articles manufactured in, and
imported from the United States. A singular
illustration of this successful rivalry has
been recently forced upon the attention of all
who are interested in current political events.
The Porte bas been providing for future
contingencies by laying in suppies of arms
and ammunition, and in order to obtain
them has gone across the Atlantic. How
are we to account fbr this fact, except upcn
the hypothesis that rifles and cartridges can
be bought cheaper and better in Rhode
Island than in Warwickshire? We nay
retain the command of the world in the
manufacture of iron-clads, but we do not
possess it in the manufacture of small-arms;
and if we have lost it in the latter case, how
long.can we hope to keepit in the former?

"The problemn is, perhaps, political rather
than educational, and it deserves the closest
attention of those who are interested in the
future well-being of the nation.. It is most
important because it is not to be denied
that the advantage we have bitherto pos-
sessed in the command of cheap power
naturally tends to diminish with coming
years."

This was the situation. Englishmen
were always invoking these humani-
tarian authorities and these free-trade
philosophers as a duty, but they dared
not admit what vas the real cause of
the evil, or what was the reaL cause Of
the inferiority of England in this
respect; but the world would draw
the natural consequences from the
facts, and everybody would agree with
him that, it England to-day occupied
such a position, i t was because it was
held that free trade should continulo to
perpetuity. France had been selling
products of iron and steel in England
at lower rates than they could be pro-
cured for and manufactured in her owl
market. ie held that io lesson ought
to be more instructive to the people of
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this country than the lesson given in
the above extract from the Times, the
great orlgan of publie opinion in Eng-
land. He had, hitherto, spoken of dis-
agreeable matters, but his topie would
now brighten. lie would show to the
House that the doctrines he had enun-
ciated were those which had been
maintained by hon. gentleman opposite,
and by means of which they had
attained power; and with which-
exhibiting an extraordinary degree of
hypocrisy-they had carried the
famous election in Montreal West in
1875. When it was seen that these
were the doctrines of these hon. gen-
tlemen, ho thought it would be difficult
for the great majority, if not ail, at
least of the hon. members from the
Province of Quebec, to abstain from
voting for the motions of bis hon.
friends from Centre Wellington and
Kingston. le would read an article
written by a young and distinguisbed
Liberal, L. O. David, who had been a
contributor to a journal with which he
himself had been connected. This
article was a portion of a lecture
delivered on the subject of the neces-
sity for protection to our national
industries. The Liberals of the Pro-
vince of Quebec had warmly embraced
the Protectionist programme, and it
had been proclaimed repeatedly on the
hustings, at the doors of churches and
at public meetings. It was enthusias-
tically adapted as part of the pro-
gramme of the Parti-National-and it
was declared, in this article, that the
pursuit of agriculture alone would not
suffice for a country like the Province
of Quebec. The article concluded as
follows:

" Agriculture could not suffice for us in a
country where the climate was so severe, and
the increase of population so extraordinary.
It is impossible for a people, which, during
one half of the year, eats what it has produced
during the other ha'f, to enrich themselves.
The best proof that agriculture was not alone
sufficient, was that French-Canadians by
thousands left. their homes every year to seek
for employment from foreign manufacturers.
Would they not remain in their own country
i they posseseed there what they sought
elsewhere ? People were required here, it is
said, and this is no doubt the case, and this
state of things will be much worse still in
the future if lis current of emigration is not
arrested. But when are labourers needed
above all in this country? During the sum-
mer, for three or four months ; and is it to

as

be believed that the labour of three or four
months, or even of six months, will be
sufficient to support families possessing ten
or twelve children ? To keep these crowds of
emigrants who are leaving us, provide man-
ufactures and employment and you will
have workmen ; the prosperity of Lower
Canada will be revived, our agriculturiets
will be more prosperous, and ail classes of
society will be richer and happier. * • *
Another picture which slould alarm us to
an equal degree, and give us a sorrowful
impression as to our situation, is comprised
in the comparison of our importe with our
exports (the former, during the nine years
ending 30th June, 1876, amounted to
$898,718,138, and the latter to $686,434,704,
giving a balance against us of $212,293,434).
The less we produce the more we consume.
Our agricultural and forest products no
longer sufficing to pay for our imports, we are
obliged to pay for their excess over exports
in gold. Having neither gold nor silver
for the purpose, it is necessary for us to
borrow it. Ve resemble the father of the
family who is so senseless as to expend
$1,000 a year while he lias only an income
of $500 a year ; at the end of a certain
number of years the sheriff seizes his pro-
perty, and what becomes of him? He will
go to the United States."

The Nationalists had at length
attained power, and on thcir wings the
Government had acceded to office, but
they had donc nothing in thepromised
direction. The elections had been run
on the protection question; and Mr.
Joly, leader of the Liberals in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, declared himself
squaiely in its favour. In the elections
of 1871, 1872 and 1874, protection was
the policy of the Conservative, Liberal
and National parties in the Province
of Quebec. Many of the Liberals had
stated, during these elections, that the
misfortunes of their Province were due
to the fact that Sir George Cartier and
Sir John A. Macdonald had not given
protection to the industries of the
country. Even in Quebec, during the
Session of 1871, the hon. member for
Arthabaska had discussed the question
of protection, although this was uselcss
and out of place, as the Local House
of course did not control the revenue
of the Dominion; and another hon.
gentleman, on the opposite side of the
louse, had written letters on the same

subject in favor of protection to a paper
which he had had the honour of editing.
In 1872, the discussion of this question
was more apropos, as it took place
during the Federal elections. In ail
counties and in ail the parishes, the
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Nationaiists only advocated protection.
The New Brunswick school question
was touched upon, it was true, but the
question which took the first place
was protection. One of tho finest
speeches he had ever heard the
hon. member for Montreal East
deliver was given on St. James'
Square, in front of St. James' Church,
Montreal, at that time,.and then the
hon. gentleman declared in favour of
protection and charged the responsi-
bility for the serious emigration of the
French Canadian people to the United
States, and for the distress which
seemed to afflict the Province, upon
Sir John A. Macdonald and Sir George
E.Cartier, because they had not granted
the country protection. The bon.
gentleman also assured the working-
men, who gave him a handsome
inajority at the election, that once on
the floor of the House bis eloquent
voice would be heard in behalf of pro-
tection. Meanwhile, hon. gentlemen
on the opposite side of the flouse
seemed amused, but, if they voted
against the motions before thelHouse,the
electors, when the elections again came
on, would by no means forget their
conduct. The most curious spectacle
was afforded in 1875, when the election
occurred in the constituency of Mont-
real West. Montreal West was opposed
to the policy of the Government, but
they did not wish to sec Mr. Tom
White returned ; and what did the
Government do ? They knew that no
advocate of their policy could be
elected in the constituency, and there
one of the great faults committed by
the Administration was perpetrated.
They had recourse to dishonourable
and disgraceful tactics. The present
representative of the constituency
was brought out as a Protectionist
candidate, and the electors were
told: " Do not vote for Tom
White; he is in Opposition, and if you
vote for him you will not secure pro-
tection; but vote for Mr. Workman
because he is a Ministerialist, and if
you vote for him you will obtain pro-
tection and bread." This unworthy
farce, this shameful piece of hypo-
crisy was carried to a conclusion, and
the First Minister had lent himself to it
in leaving it to be inferred that he (Mr.
Mackenzie) was favourable to the news

Mr. MoussÂa.

expressed by his candidate. The hon.
the Minister of the Interior had been,
moreover, one of the speakers at the
meeting of the Protectionist and Min-
isterial candidates. The manner in
which this election was conducted was
a great public scandal. What he re-
proached the Parti-National and the
Liberal Party-as they called them-
selves-for was their having two dif-
ferent policies. In the country and in
the town these policies varied. In the
faubourgs of Montreal and in other
cities, manufacturing centres, they
cried à tue tête that Protectionists
should be elected, and in the country
Lhey denounced protection on the
ground that it would increase taxa-
tion. Their hypocrisy was extraor-
dinary and a scandal. They should
have been honest enough to express
their opinions on all occasions. The
very same persons who had advocated
protection in Montreal, had in his
own bearing condenned a Protection-
ist poliey in the county of Argenteuil.
He had heard the hon. member for
Jacques Cartier say, in the course of a
fine speech delivered in the county of
Bagot last year, that the protective
system was a bad one because it
increased taxation; but, in the cities,
these same gentlemen loudly main-
tained that protection caused pros-
perity and was a benefit. The policy
was intended to flatter the ears of
workingmen in the cities, and the
other pelicy was designed to gratify
the residents of the country. The
same policy was pursued in the county
of Argenteuil, when it was proposed to
bring out Mr. Thomas White against
the present member for that county.
The same hypocrisy and the same dis-
graceful scandal was there exhibited in
his own presence. The Nationalists
had drawn the chestnuts from the fire,
and those chestnuts the Liberals had
eaten. They became indignant at this
treatment, and the Liberals made Of
them, in consequence, Senators, Judges
and employés, filling to repletion the
public offices. The solid fact remained.
The Liberals won the elections,
though by false pretexts and by
abusing the public confidence. H{ad
anything so base- any tacties 80
discreditable-been shown in the poli-
tical history even of the -United States,
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where so much immorality was dis-
played during electoral campaigns ?
He held that they were not even there
equallbd in enormity. What had been
the policy of the Government in this
regard ? Since 1874, without reason-
-ible ground, they had increased the
taxes by three millions. It was true
that the First3Minister came to Ottawa
to elevate the standard of public
morality; this was the hon. gentle-
man's _nission, but if the bon. gentle-
man could give no better examples
than he had given of his intentions in
this respect, the hon. gentleman had
botter abandon that doctrine. And
the sooner the hon. gentleman did so
the botter it would be for the country.
In the Province of Quebec they found
themselves in a curious position, and
he wished to know exactly what ar-
rangements the Libeials had made
with the National Party. Were they
to be content with sending the latter
to the Senate, or was the public
confidence agaim to the abused? It
could not be denied That the National-
ists, with the Liberals in their rear, had
run the elections of 1871, 1872 and
1874, on false pretences; and they had
conducted themselves in a demorahz-
ing and dishonourable manner-both
fr the party and for the Government
who approved of such a course being
taken. An attempt had been made to
frighten the people with the declara-
tion that protection would increase
prices. He was glad and proud that
the Province of Quebec, which ho had
the honour to represent, had afforded a
reply to this assertion. The French-
Canadian Conservatives had supported
great public enterprises. In 1871, one
million had been voted by the Province,
in rural constituencies, to the North
'Shore Railway; and later, as a loan
-could not be raisei for the purpose in
England, the Province had advanced
several millions to provide the railway
communication required. The agri-
culturists of the Province had sup-
ported this policy with pleasure. The
generous and patriotic majority which
lad an eye to the public interests was
opposed in th io relation-by whom? By
a small band of Liberals and National-
ists, who sought to frighten the Con-
servative electors with the phantoms
of bankruptcy, of a publie debt, and of

581

increased taxation; but this argument
was 'vorthless, and more, it was insult-
ing to intelligent electors of the Pro-
vince. The same policy was pursued
in the past, when the old Province of
Canada voted millions for railways.
During the past twenty-five years this
had been the cry of the Liberal Party,
while the policy pursued by them
during the past few years would lead
to their overthrow at the approaching
elections. The objections to protection
did not appear to have any effect in
the country. These objections were
drawn from Adam Smith and Jean
Baptiste Say. In illustration ho would
read the foilowing:-

"It might be said, perhaps, with the sup-
port of Adan Smith and Jean Baptiste Say,
let us inakewar upon the views of exaggerated
Protectionists; and also it was the maxin of
every head of a family not to attempt to do
at home what it would cost him less to buy.
The tailor did not make his own shoes, but
he bought themn froin the shoeinaker. To
this le would reply that, the proposition in
the first place was absurd, that both Free-
trade and Protectionist doctrines were exag-
gerated, and that the beggar did not purchase
even what was fabulously cheap."

The logical conclusion from free-
trade theories would be that a country
would never be able to manufacture for
herself, she could never dream of doing
aught save buying from others what
she could make more cheaply for
herself. The doctrines, both of pro-
tection as in the United States and of
free trade as in England, were too
often exaggerated. It was necessary
to keep midway between the two
extremes. Again, if money to buy
from foreigners was lacking, a
country was obliged to manufacture
for herself, and we precisely occupied
such a position to-day as regarded our
economical and social system. From
the Trade and Navigation Returns
could be secn what extraordinary
advantages this country would obtain
from a serious protective system. We
imported merchandize which wo could
manufacture, and of which we pos-
sessed the raw material in abundance.
We imported over three million dollars
worth of coal annually from Great
Britain and the United States, while
the Maritime Provinces had an im-
mense supply of this valuable fuel; we
0ould furnish from our own mines a
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part of, if not al], the coal which we con-
sumed. The hon. members for Halifax
and for Cape Breton had voted against
the motion of the bon. member for
Hamilton, but he supposed they would
vote for the motions of the hon. gentle-
men from Centre Wellington and
Kingston, unless, while they clamoured
foi protection for their own interets,
they did not desire to extend reciprocal
advantages to the Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec. The question should be
made a broad one, as it was properly
to be viewed from a national stand-
point. We imported goods to the
value of many millions, all of which we
could manufacture more cheaply than
we could purchase them for, to the
great advantage of the country besides.
We had excellent iron-some of the
finest in the world. By its manufacture
we could give employment to our own
people who required it so badly, and
benefit the country, retaining our own
capital in our midst ; and yet we im-
ported iron to the value of above seven
millions of dollars. The manufacture
of such a quantity would furnish
bread for a very considerable
number of families. Altowing from
$200 to $250 for each family, it would
give employment and support to mem-
bers of from 17,000 to 20,000 families,
comprising some 100,000 persons. Ail
that was necessary was to place a suffi-
cient duty on iron. We imported
metals froin the States to the value of
$ 1,594,637, and of pig iron we import-
ed 623,847 quintals, or 311,922 tons,
for which we paid $570,648. By a
judicious arrangement of the tariff,
certain imports which injured our
industrial and other interests would be
diminished, a sufficient revenue de-
rived, and the country made prosper-
ous. If the matter was carefully studied,
such a desirable result could be arrived
at, and our manufactures would be
suitably encouraged. 3Meanwhile, what
were hon. gentlemen on the other side
of the House doing? Did any one
Minister rise and endeavour to show
that the plan ho proposed was impos-
sible ? Not at all. They, nevertheless,
advocate froc trade. They had
studied the works of Adam Smith, John
Stuart Mill and other free-trade
writers, and, on their authority, they
addressed the House. He, however,
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desired to know exactly how much iron
we used; how much we could make of
it; how much we could produce of it ;
how many families the employment,
thus afforded, would support; and how
many manufacturers would be aided
by a protective tariff in this connec-
tion. The calculation appeared to be
very easy, and hon. gentlemen on the
other side of the House, with the
information at their disposal, could
oasily make it. Bat did any of
these hon. gentlemen seek to s.ipply
such information ? Certainly not.
No one among them rose to show to
the House that it was impossible to
keep aniongst us a large number of
people, who, in default of work in
their own country, were obliged to go
to a foreign country in search of
employ ment, if our manufacturers
were assisted by a judiciously arranged
tariff. The manufacture of the articles
we imported would provide the
employment so generally desired, and
effoct the results ho had mentioned. We
had raw material of the best quality,
and of iron, in particular, we had some
equal to any in the world. Neverthe-
less, bon. gentlemen opposite, owing
to negligence, want of spirit and a lack
of patriotism, did not wish to busy
themselves with these quostion, nor
did they try to legislate in the inter-
ests of the country and introduce an
intelligently devised tariff, which
would be suitable to our condition,
instead of being favourable to the
interests of the United States and of
England.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.

After Recess.
Mr. MOUSSEAKJ said that, before

the House rose, he had, by means of
figures taken from blue-books, shown
what benefits could be obtained fromn a
protective system. He had also shown'
what was the American system adopt-
ed in 1824; that even in France and in
England protective systems wore 1in
vogue in the infancy of their industries,
and that, after pursuing wise and moder-
ate, and sometimes even an extreme
protective policy, which socured their
own market to themselves and made
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them prosperous, great cou ntries
gradually abandoned such a policy and
adopted the doctrines of free trade
pure and simple, as was the case in
England. le had proved, he was cer-
lain, to the satisfaction of every one,
that this country was ripe for protec-
tion. The hon. member for Kingston
in 1872 had declared that the policy
of his Governinent would be Protec-
tionist, and, in 1871, both the Conser-
vatives and Liberals and Nationalists
in the Province of Quebec had adopted
proteaction as one of the planks in
their programmes. We had woollen
and cotton manufactures, and it had
already been shown that cotton conld
be manufactured with profit in this
country, and much could be done in
this regard if proper protection was
granted. In Montreal, thanks to the
spirit and patriotism of M. Victor
iludon, a cotton factory was estab-
lished, and the cotton goods there
manufactured were equal if not super-
ior to those imported from England
and the United States. 'lhere were
also the manufactures of wood and
wool, fbr which we possessed the raw
materiat in abundance; and of which
in the manufactured state we imported
great quantities having an enormous
value. In this country, during the
past twenty-five years, a universal, a
terrible and almost demagogie outcry
had been raised by the Liberals
against all taxation. le remembered
the first Liberal political speech to
which he had listened, and its charac-
ter had frightened him. He heard of
nothing but bankruptcies, ruin, taxa-
tion, imposts, misery, and the poor
people. It was almost heartbreak-
ing. Sir John A. Macdonald was
pictured as a crocodile, who imposed
oppressive burdens upon our people.
During twonty-five years such things
had been said of the Conservatives in
this country; and it was the time to-
day for the Liberal and Nationalist
members from the Province of Quebec
to show the sincerity of their past
protestations. and to prove that they
did not partake a little of the crocodile
nature. Last year an enquiry had
taken place into the agricultural
interests of the Dominion. During
this investigation his hon. friend from
Chambly, who thoroughly understood

what those interests were, had given
wise and practical testimony in this
connection. It would be seen, on
examination, that we imported tobacco
to the amount of many millions of
pounds ; and it was to be remembered
that to the protection of her agricul-
tural interests, notably the cultivation
of the sugar beet, France owed much
of her good fortune. Those acquainted
with the matter knew that the soil of
the Province of Quebec, at least, was
lessening in fertility. In consequence
of the continued raising of cereals and
hay the land had become impoverished,
and it was requisite that a new system
should be adopted, and that, by a
species of rotation, the condition of the
soil should be changed and rendered
more fecund. By encouraging the
cultivation of the sugar beet and other
agricultural products this would be
accomplished. A wise readjustment
of the tariff would effect these, among
many other beneficial results, and,
instead of importing what we could
easily and cheaply produce, we
would raise them and add to the num-
bers and prosperity of our agricultural
population, besides enabling the soil
to be practically renewed and re-
fertilized by the system of a judicious
rotation of suitable crops. He res-
pectfully submitted, further, that all
this could bo done if the tariff was
properly arranged, without. increasing
the taxation of the country. Duties
should be levied upon what we could
produce, thus encouraging our mining
and industrial interests, and, besides, on
all articles of luxury. The people, as
a consequence of such a system being
adopted, would not suffer more from
the burden of taxation, while they
would draw from it immense advan-
tages. Millions which were now sent
out of the country to the benefit of
foreign manufacturers and foreign
peoples, would thon be retained in our
midst to the advantage of our own
population. 11e would now turn to
another branch of his subject. He
liked, above all things, to return to a
consideration of the attitude taken in
this regard by the hon. member from
Drummond and Arthabaska (Mr.
Laurier), of whom everyone said he
would become a Minister of the Crown
in the future, when the Government
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were able to relieve themselves of the
presence of the President ofthe Council
by sending him to Manitoba or some-
where else. He was sure that such a
change would be hailei with pleasure
by the flouse and by the country,
and above all it would benefit the Ad-
ministration. The hon. gentleman
had taken a strong position with regard
to the principle of protection, though
his advocacy of it would be more
efficacions and more prominent if the
hon. gentleman wonld cross to the
other side of the Chamber. In 1871
the hon. gentleman began his public
career in the Provincial Parliament of
the Province of Quebec, where, though
his advocacy of the question could be
attended with no practical effect, ho
saw a brilliant career before him, and
he laid the base of the programme he
intended to pursue in public life. The
hon. gentleman then warmly and
eloquently supported a protective
policy, and ho was sure that the hon.
gentleman would now vote for the
motions of the hon. members for Centre
Wellington and Kingston. The hon.
gentleman stated, in the speech ho
delivered on this important question
in the Quebec Parliament:

"Whoever lias reflected upon the situation
of this country, otherwise than on paper and
in his closet-whoever lias been able to
examine closely into the condition of our
industrial and agricultural interests, at pres-
ent vacillating and timid in their operations,
and of our manufactures which are back-
ward, must admit that the brilliant descrip-
tion of the proposer and the seconder of the
address is only a mirage and not the
reality."

Hle stated further:
" The Ministry could admit with reason

that it alone should not bear the consequent
responsibility, but this responsibility rests
upon the entire nation.

"The principal cause of the evils from
which we suffer, is that, up to the present
time, the production of this country has not
been equal to its consumption."

The hon. gentleman had correctly
described the condition of the country
and our needs, and ho had, with reason,
compared our present situation with
that of the United States in 1824, as
described by Mr. Henry Clay. Another
hon. member, the gentleman from Me-
gantie (Mr. Richard), had written arti-
cles on the subject ofprotection. In 1873
this hon. gentleman had argued that

Mr. MousSEAU.

by such policy we should endeavou.r to
repair the disasters caused by our great
excess of importations over exports,
and in 1873 the hon. gentleman, on the
eve of the opening of Parliament,
stated :

"I conceive the difficulties which it is
necessary for him to conquer; but, on the
other hand, in taxing certain products ex-
empted from imposts, the increase of con-
sumption by the augmentation of population,
or the improved condition of our industries,
would produce, as it seems to me, sufficient
compensation.

" This was, beyond question, proved'to be
the case in the United States, which have
prospered while protecting their industries,
and at the same time dimminshing their debt
incurred during the civil war at the rate of
$100,000,000 a year, without taking the
interest account into consideration. We
have lost, owing to our unwise policy in this
relation, 75,000 consumers, vho benefit by
their presence the Anierican Republic, with-
out regarding the foreign immigration, which
our system obliges to pass through Canada
to settle over the border.

" Our policy, in my opinion, should be
protection for every manufacture for which
the raw material, is exempt from
duties, or the levy of purely fiscal im-
ports upon ail foreign raw material, which
we could advantageously manufacture; and
low duties for every imported article which
is to be consuined without being manufac-
tured."

The words used by the hon. gentle-
man were extremely wise and approp-
riate, and no doubt this bon. gentleman
would also vote in favour of tho
motions of his hon. friends from Centre
Wellington and Kingston. The hon.
member from Megantie also wrote il
this relation :

" Protection by lessening our fifty millions
of importations, would leave in the country
a balance in our favour, from which every-
body would benefit. But the class which
would be benefitted in the clearest and nost
general way would be the agriculturists,
aside from the industries necessarily local
and ordinarily of minor importance. Certai
manufacturing interests belong to us, or
could be located amongst us wit advantage,
viz., manufactures of wood, iron, w00l,
cotton, cheese, beet-root sugar, etc., etc. If
there is one of these in connection with which
cheapness might be a principle consideration,
it is the iron industry; nevertheless, the
United States have sacrificed cheapness in
this relation in order to promote this inpor-
tant enterprise. As Our position is somewhat
identical with the United States, we have the
same grounds for adopting su.ch protection.
If it in wished to form an idea of what ha&
been the protection in the United States,let us
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hear what Henry Clay states as one of their
great illustrations :-' Protection has been for
the United States the sheet anchor of its
prosperity, and the main spring of its pro-
grems. The seven years which preceded the
adoption of the protective tariff of 1824 have
been most disastrous, while the seven years
which succeeded have been the most pros-
perous the United States have ever witnssed
-protection for mny country means pros-
perity.'
The hon. gentleman had evidently
studied the question in the most
thorough manner. And it must be
admitted that to-day we had the same
motives as the American people for
adopting a protective poliey. The
Government had increased the tariff
to a certain extent, but these et anges
had not been made in a judicious
manner. He had combatted them, and
ho would still condemn them, not only
in the louse but also before the country.
The choice of the articles on which the
duties had been increased was ill-
advised, and it was not made in the
true interests of the' country. The
hon. member for Megantie had pro-
nounced squarely on this question, and,
despite a past vote, he appeared to bc
still a good Protectionist. He had not
yet lost the hope of seeing the hon.
gentleman pass to the other side of
the House. The hon. gentleman had
stated in this House, with reference to
the changes in the tariff:

"1 He regretted he could not endorse the
tariff of the Minister of Finance. Instead
of taxing tea and coffee, the articles we can-
not produce, the Finance Minister should
have placed his duties on articles which
could have been manufactured among us, in
which case not only would a revenne have
been secured, but our manufacturers
would have that protection which they
needed. He especially dwelt on protection
to our agricultural products, which were
essential to the opening of our country and
was the prelude to our embarking, as we
should do, in our manufactures. He com-
batted the arguments of the member for
Bothwell; and, with regard to the position of
the United States, held that without protec-
tion it would nevêr have been the country it
is to-day."

He might increase the number of
such quotations in order that, if hon.
gentlemen opposite voted against the
motions before the IHouse, which
so vitally concerned the interests of this
Dominion, the people of this country
might see how they were betrayed by
these men, who had, in truth, run and

carried elections under false pretences
in the years 1872 and 1874. This had
become a historical fact. This was
m hat had been declared by the Bien
Public, the organ of the Parti-National
before its disappearance from public
view:

" The resolutions adopted at a large meet-
ing of manufacturers that bas taken place
lately in Toronto ask ior the tariff to be
raised to twenty per cent. on all goods manu-
factured in England and Ireland that can be
manufactured in Canada, and that on all
articles coming froin the Uiited States and
other countries Canada should impose equal
duties to those imposed on Canadian products
going into the -United States and other
foreicn countries. We accept these resolutions
and âo not hesitate to say that that should be
the programme of every Government having
at heart the prosperity of the country. It is
this that everybody requires, except certain
political men who sacrificed practice to
theory. The Hon. Mr. Mackenzie bas
happily said the tariff should be modified in
the Canadian interest, and we are sure lie
will keep his word."

If these hon. gentlemen, therefore,
voted against the motion before the
louse, they did not have at heart the

interests of the people. The motion of
the hon. member for Centre Wellington
was calculated to obtan reciprocity as
one of its results, and it was well
known how great an advantage the
Reciprocity Treaty which was
abrogated in 1865 had been to this
country; and, if we could not secure a
proper degreo of protection, this motion
was intended to open the way to the
negotiation of a new ReciprocityTreaty.
lie was eonvinced that there was an
intimate union and attachment between
the Liberals and the Nationalists of
the Province of Quebee. In a famous
speech delivered by the Postmaster-
General in 1869, under the auspices of
an Agricultural Society, the hon. gen-
tleman had developed his programme
for the future, and the hon. gentleman.
speaking of our relations with the
United States and other matters, then
said :

" The great commercial want of this
country is a market for the surplus pro-
ducts of our industry. It was the theory
of Confederation to supply this want, by
opening up to us the markets of the sister
Provinces. I am atraid the results thus far
have not greatly increased our scanty
manufactures. Our natural market is the
American; and we do and shall suffer till
we gain access to it; nor wouild a mere tem-
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porary treaty, subject to the caprices of
politicians and entangled with the embar-
rassmente of British diplomacy afford a
full remedy. Manufactures and commerce
prosper under permanent as well as liheral
arrangements, and it is in vain that you
treat them with generosity to-day if there is
apprehension that you may cramp them to-
morrow. We require markets, but to con-
fer their full benefits they mu-t b3 perman-
ent, so that capital may acquire confidence
and seek permanent investments here.
Without this state of things our trade niust
be limited and manufactures remain exotics
among us; and, the exodus of our popula-
tion remaning about equal to its increase,
the progress of promise is not cheering.
We ought to be manufactarers for this con-
tinent with our cheap labour, cheap living and
wonderful natural fàcilities. We cannot
compete against the distance, the skill, the
capital and teeming labour of the old world,
and there remains for ue the comparative
petty business of supplying our own sparse
popu.ation in unhealthy competition with
the great manufacturing industries of Eng-
land and America ; and it often happens in
t'mes of depression, when our struggling
manufacturers most need encouragement
and support, that we make a sacrifice inar-
ket for those great countries to the ruin of
our home trade."

Ie believed lie had shown that it
was possible for hon. gentlemen oppo-
site to vote for the motion of his hon.
friend from Centre Wellington. Fre-
quently in the press, upon the hustings,
and even in the enceinte of Parliament,
hon. gentleman opposite had deplored
the existing state of things, and par-
ticularly the emigration of French
Canadians to the United States, which
has continued for many years. And
they had always held that, in order to
bring these people back to their own
country, manufactures should be estab-
lished and encouraged ; and that this
was the only means of doing so, and ol
rendering the country prosperous.
These hon. gentlemen, therefore, should
not forget their past professions ol
faith, and should vote for the motionE
before the House. This was precisely
the time when protection should be
adopted; a crisis existed in the United
States, and many of their countrymer
who had emigrated to its manufactur
ing towns, were now in misery. They
desired to return, and we had need o:
both population and manufacturers
And, in order to provide for oui
imperious necesities, a greater degreg
of protection and encouragement shouli
be accorded to our suffering industries

Mr. MoUssEAu.

and, above all, an effort should be
made to produce what was consumed
in the country, to the greatest
extent that this was possible. We
should import as little as possible, and
only, in this way, by the proper
development of our great national
resources, could we meot and satisfy
the difficulties and exigencies of the
present unfortunate situation of the
country.

Mr. LAURIER said he would not
attempt to follow the hon. gentleman
through the whole range of his argu-
ment. Were it necessary, ho could
cap the quotations cited by superior
and counter quotations. Every one
must admit that the policy of the
Administration was at once compre-
hensive, definite and clearly mapped
out. The First Minister had declared
over and over again that, though lie
was in principle a Free-trader, the
theory of free-trade could not bc
adopted in this country in its entirety;
and that we could not collect a
revenue except by means of Customs
duties. The exigencies of the tariff
had already increased duties to 17½
per cent., and this was as much pro-
tection as was necessary îor the manu-
facturer, and as much as the country
could bear. What was the policy of
the Opposition as revealed in the
motions of the hon. members for Cen-
tre Wellington and Kingston? The
least that could be said in this rela-
tion was that it was loose, vague
and very faintly delineated. The
right hon. member for Kingston said
that the tariff should be remodelled
so as to foster the agricultural, mining
and manufacturing interests of the
country. No one would say that these
words did not sound well. But the
country required something more. It
required to know whether the means
whereby this great result would be
achieved were natusal or magical.
The right hon. member could not
expect any member to pledge himsOlf

- against the policy of the GovernmOnt
unless it was known what the po0 icy

f: to replace it was to be. Of course the
. result of the resolutions was a foregolOn
r conclusion-they would be rejected by
e a large majority. But, if the resuit
d was at all doubtful, or the balance of
; parties was not as it was, there wonld
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only be a more forcible reason that
the country should know at once the
extent to which the Opposition com-
mitted themselves. But the resolution,
and the arguments of hon. gentlemen
opposite, had no principle, The reso-
lution of the right hon. member for
Kingston contained only one assertion,
viz.: " That the financial policy sub-
mitted by the Government increases
the burthen of taxation on the people,
without any compensating advantage
to Canadian industries." He (Mr.
Laurier) took that assertion to be a
fallacy and an error. There was no
increase of taxation. The tariff was
adjusted, but the taxation was not
inereased. There was an increase in
some respects, but a decrease in other
respects. and the tariff was not onerous
u pon the people. Hon. gentlemen
opposite should not forget that some
of the changes arose out of their own
action. They should nct forget that
last year one of their own members
showed there was a grievance as to the
existing tariff on petroleum, that the
interest was over-protected. It was in
consequence of the representations of
the hon. member for Stanstead (Mr.
Colby) that the Government removed
the duty on petroleum.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
Mr. LAURIER said hon. members

might say " Hear, hear," but this fact
was te the credit of the Government,
for it showed that they were ready to
remedy a wrong whenever it was
pointed out to them. But he was not
ut all surprised that hon. gentlemen
regretted that justice had been done in
the matter; gentlemen opposite always
regretted something, no matter what
was done or what was not done. Three
years ago they regretted that the tariff
was increased from 15 per cent. to 17
per cent., although this gave some
protection to our industries. Last year,
every one expected that the tariff would
be increased; but it was not, and the
Opposition were loud in their regrets.
He believed that, if the tariff had been
increased, as was anticipated, the
Opposition would have been equally
loud in their regrets. And now, when
the tariff was partly increased and
partly decreased, the Opposition were,
as ever, loud in their expression of

regret. The chief cause of their grief
was the fact that they had to romain
in the Opposition seats. He was quite
sure that, if they were on the other
side of the House, every thing, even
though the same as now, would be the
best in the world. The resolution of
the right hon. member for Kingston,
in toto, was loose and vague, and was
preparedwith a view tothe possibilities
of future contingencies-that was his
candid belief. A policy of protection
bad never occurred to the right hon.
gentleman during bis long tenure of
office. The present Government would
not last forever. Like everything
human, it would become a thing of the
past; and, therefore, the right hon.
member had so framed bis resolution
that his party would not be embarrassed
when it came into power. The resolu-
tion would catch the wind, no matter
from which point of the compass it
came. It would not be difficult for the
right hon. gentleman and bis party to
drive a coach and six through their
resolution, and lot the country have,
on its basis, either free trade, protec-
tion, incidental protection or a revenue
policy. The country had a right to
demand more than this. It had a
right to demand that the gentlemen
opposite should state something definite
as to the policy they would adopt
when they came into office. He was
justified in saying so, not merely on
bis own opinion, but on the opinion of
a gentleman who was connected with
the party of the hon. gentleman
opposite, a gentleman whom they
always justly hold in high estimation.
He referred to Mr. Thonas White, of
the Montreal Gazette. At the meeting
of the Dominion Board of Trade,
whiclh took place in 1874, a resolution
was moved by Mr. Jas. MePherson (St.
Johns, Q.), as follows:

" That a duty of 15 per cent. is fair and
reasonable, and no disturbance of the tariff
is at present de 3irable; but should a revision
of the present tariff take place, it is resolved
that the interests of our farmers be
thoroughly looked after."

Mr. White then said:

" I rise to a point of order: Motions should
be definite in their character. I submit this
one is very indefinite. No one willdeny that
the interests of the fariner shonld be looked
after. But the motion should be made in
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such a way that we would understand what
the niover meant by looking after."

The President of the Board of Trade,
who was a Protectionist, said :-

" 1 must say I am pleased that Mr. White
has raised the question of order, because the
motion is too indefinite. It is necessary that,
in passing resolutions, we should know what
is ineant by them."

He would not go the length of
saying that the ruling of the President
of the Board of Trade ought to be the
ruling of Mr. Speaker in the present
matter; but he would say that the
Opposition ought to give a more exact
definition of their policy. Perhaps the
resolution was so worded to produce
the result attributed by Talleyrand,
when he said to his pupils: "Young
men, remember that language has been
given to men to conceal their
thoughts." The Opposition said they
were not going to announce their
policy; that they could constitutionally
refuse to do so. But this was not the
language which the great Liberal-Con-
servative Party should use. The
Liberal Party never shrank from
declaring its policy, denouncing abuses
and suggesting remedies; and it not
only suggested but forced reniedies
down the throat of the Government
which then existed. But, perhaps, it
was not fair to expect gentlemen oppo-
site to give the House their policy. He
thought they had a very great reason
why they should not. And the reason
was that they had nothing definite ;
they had no policy. They had a high-
sounding name, which they called the
" National Policy." If the motion
were to carry, and the Government
were defeated, and the Opposition
formed a new Administration, the
very moment they attempted to carry
out their National Policy, there would
be a confusion worse than that at the
Tower of Babel. Each interest would
speak a different language which
would not be understood by the other.
Even now they did not agree. They
had the name of a National Policy,
but not the substance. The resolution
of the right bon. member for
Kingston proposed protection for
three interests-the manufacturing,
agricultural and mining. The reso-
lution of the hon. member for
Hamilton (Mr. Wood) threw over-

Mr. LAURIEr.

board the agricultural and mining
interests, and only advocated pro-
tection to manufactures. But, the
moment the amendment to his own
motion was made, the right hon.
member for Kingston accepted
the modification of his policy.
The hon. member for Centre Welling-
ton (Mr. Orton) then threw overboard
the manufacturing and mining inter-
ests, and moved in favour of agricul-
ture alone, and this was at once
accepted by the Opposition. He
believed that, were a resolution pre-
sented in favour of mining alone, it
would be supported by the gentlemen
opposite. The National Policy had
not yet been hatched, and, if it had any
basis at all, it was that the bread of the
people should be taxed, and this was
the remedy proposed for the evils of
the present Government by the great
Conservative Party, which professed to
be the friend of the people. He could
not speak for any Province but his
own, but in Quebec the National
Policy was held to be a mockery and a
farce; it was an inhuman policy, in
that it would make fuel and food
dearer. The hon. member for Bagot
(Mr. Mousseau) said his own immediate
countrymen were willing to tax then-
selves, and this, unfortunately, was
true. As to the charge of inconsis-
tency against the Liberal Party of
Quebec in this matter, Mr. Papineau
was a Protectionist not so mach froi
reasons of political economy as from
political reasons. Our country was
then struggling to obtain political
liberty and responsible government,
and the French Liberal Party proposed
that we should close ourselves within
our own limits and buy nothing from
England. But now wc were given
most ample justice and the most com-
plete liberty, and the result was that, in
all this vast Empire over which the
sun never set, there wore no people
more attached to British institutions
than French Canadians. He held,
however, that there were some indus-
tries which could not be established
without the aid of legislative action.
He said this openly and in the face of
his own political friends. Then it
might be asked why he favoured the
policy of the present Government?
lis answer was that it was because
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there was no necessity for more pro-
tection than we had. The party oppo-
site did not so much want increased
protection as to arouse the preju-
dices of the masses against the
Government. It must not be for-
gotten that the tarif was adequate.
We had a temporary deficit, it was
truc, but that would be met by increased
economy. If the gentlemen opposite
were in earnest they would point out
the industries which wanted protection,
but instead of that they did nothing
but generalize. When they spoke of
protection they had nothing unless they
had everything absolutely definite.
Free-trade was a principle, but protec-
tion was not a principle. When they
asserted the doctrine of free-trade they
were at once understood. They laid
down the principle that all the relations
of trade must be regulated by the same
conditions. But protection could not
be treated as a principle, as it did not
carry with it any definite idea. It
simply affirmed that certain branches
of industry ought to be put beyond the
ordinary rules of trade, and that the
enhanced price of the article would be
more than compensated by the addition
to the labour of the country. He called
upon the gentlemen opposite to show
that 17½ per cent. was not sufficient
protection. The country was extremely
prosperous under the régime of the
gentlemen opposite, but this fact was
against the argument they now used,
for the tarif then was lower than at
present. But that was not all. His
hon. friends from Terrebonne and
Bagot, in fact all who had addressed
the House on the Opposition side, had
insisted upon a retaliatory policy. They
declared they wanted reciprocal trade
with the United States, but. if they
could not obtain it, they wanted
reciprocity oftariffs, whereby the duties
imposed on American goods would be as
high as those levied on Canadian goods
entering the United States. If any
measure could be calculated to do
injury to this country that would be
the very measure. Excess in anything
was a bad thing, and protection was
not an exception to the rule. Excessive
protection to an industry would prove
the ruin of that industry. He would
quote the words of the hon. member
for Stanstead, a Protectionist, who, in

referring to the petroleum trade,showed
the results of excessive protection.
They had it from hon. gentlemen op-
posite that undue protection would
destroy the petroleum trade, and, fur-
ther, that a duty which was estimated
by the hon. member for Stanstead at
25 per cent. had completely destroyed
the trade, which had been controlled
by an organized " Ring." What was
the remedy proposed by hon. gentle.
men opposite? The Americans had
to pay a duty on our refined petro-
leum of 40c. per gallon; the Cana-
dian duty was 15c. ; did hon.
membors opposite propose to retali-
ate ? Did they propose that the.
Canadian duty should be increased
from 15c. to 40c.? Instead of that,
they proposed that the 15c. duty
should be reduced by one half.
That was how hon. gentlemen oppo-
site practised retaliation, While they
declared that the Government should
adopt a retaliatory policy, yet in prac-
tice instead of asking that the tarif
on petroleum should be increase<1 to
that of the United States, they asked
that it should be decreased. If the
protective duty of 25 per cent. on
petroleum had destroyed that indus-
try, what would be the effect of'
imposing a tarif on trade of 40, 50 or
100 per cent.? The effect would
be that our industries would be
completely annihilated. He could not
understand the conduct of hon. gentle-
men opposite when they bolioved the
country would not sec through such
pleas. Ie supposed these hon. gentle-
men would some day return to power,
and how would they affirm the policy
of retaliation ? Re asked them to
point out how they would retaliate;
would they retaliate on everything,
petroleum included; would thoy ex-
clude that article? IL was quite evi-
dent that the retaliatory policy was
simply a cry, something to suit their
purpose for the time, but when they
come back to power it would never be
heard of again. That retaliatory
policy reminded him of the old temple
of Janus, the doors of which were
open during war but closed as soon as
war was over. If hon. gentlemen
opposite came back to office, the doors
of the retaliatory policy would bo
closed, never to open more. The
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theory of retaliation, called a political
policy, was a theory of the hon. mem-
ber for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) as
ho gave it the other day in his speech.

Mr. MASSON said it was not his
policy, he gave it as the policy of Sir
Alexander Galt.

Mr. LAURIER said the hou. mcm-
ber had, perhaps, quoted it as the policy
of Sir Alexander Galt. When a man
threw himself into the absurd there
was no limit for it; because, at the
same time, his hon. friend advocated
that the Government of the day should
not only protect the labour of the
country, but should also give labour to
the labouring class. The hon. member
for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) had
enunciated, what was characterized
afterwards by the hon. the Minister of
the Interior as communism, a doctrine,
which was not a new doctrine,
but was found in the work of Louis
Blanc. Such was contained in his
work, published in 1848, called " The
Rights of Labour." Englishmen wero
accustomed to say that if they scratched
a Russian they were sure to find a
Tartar, and if they scratched a Quebec
Conservative they would flnd a Radi-
cal of the French school. Extremes
always met. The hon. member for
Bagot had used language which, for
subversive doctrine, was quite equal to
that used by the hon. momber for
Terrebonne. The hon. member for
Bagot (Mr. Mousseau) had attacked
the Bench of his country and had
spoken of it in derisive and calumnious
terms, and had applied to the Bonch a
term not found in the French language
but invented by the French press
of Lower Canada and applied to the
judges. Any man who did not respect
the Bench of his country, and who
attacked it in such language, could not
be proud of such institutions and would
never deserve the name of patriot. The
ion. member for Bagot had also charged
the Government with fattening them-
selves and their friends on the substance
of the people. They had heard such
language used in Lower Canada for the
last three years, but they never ex-
pected that such language would find
its way into the House of Commons.
Ile would not do the same injustice to
the Conservatives as they, the Li berals,

Mr. LAURIER.

had to suffer every day. He would not
say thoy were Communists, but Con-
servatives of Quebec would stop short
of nothing to obtain position. They
would tax the people's bread, they
would attack the Beneh, and the
ferocity of a she-bear deprived of her
cubs was nothing compared with that
of the Tory party when deprived of the
spoils of office.

Mr. DOMVILLE said the amusing
speech of the hon. member for
Arthabaska (Mr. Laurier) had no
doubt placed the House in good
humour to hear a few remarks
justifying his vote the other night, as
the hon. the Minister of Justice said,
for economy. le wondered what the
country would corne to if it were de-
prived of the services of the hon. the
Minister of Justice. As a humble mer-
chant, who had endeavoured not only
to benefit himself, but at the same time
to advance the inter ests of the country,
who bad endeavoured to fructify the
public works and to aid every enter-
prise that would advance the welfare
of the Dominion, he had listened atten-
tively to the defence of the Government
poliey, which was to do nothing. When
the people, from Nova Scotia to British
Columbia, read the daily press, they
found nothing to encourage their droop-
ing spirits, nothing to lead therm to
hope f>r botter times. Did the leaders
of the Government and the ocupants
of the Treasury benches consider they
had no greater responsibility in admin-
istering public affairs than to create
extra clerkships, to build canals, which
could not be used to-day and never
would be used, to import 50,000 tons
of steel rails to lie rusting five years
before they were wanted, and which
probably would never be wanted? Did
they call that a policy ? Was that the
object for which the Ministers were
returned to Parliament, and paid
$7,000 or $8,000 a year? The people
were like the members of a family;
they expected the head of the family
to do something for them. If the
Government were not able to give the
people a word of consolation, they
might at least have said : "My children,
we can do nothing for you, but God
bless you." While reviewing the state
of trade,'in his Budget Speech of 1876,
the Finance Minister said:
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" During the last few years, a very consi-
derable number of persons had engaged in
manufacturingenterprises for whom there was
really no room; as was well said on a recent
occasion, many of them possessed neither
the brains nor the mnoney to bring those
enterprises to successful issue."

Surely it was bad enough for the
hon. the Finance M-nister to declare
the people did not possess the necessary
means, without stating that they
had not the brains. Did not such re-
marks show the pepple they were re-
viled ? They were twitted in these
hard times-when every man was
putting forth his energies to endeavour
to be respectable, and meet his obliga-
tions as they became due, and to keep
the country together-with the charge
that they had not only no means, but no
brains. Such was the consolation they
received fron the Government. The
day might come when a Finance
Minister with brains might come up
from the people. Gentlemen opposite
called themselves Liberal Reformers.
In what were they Reformers? Were
they not elected by the suffrages of the
people, and yet they turned around
and told those people who sent them
to Parliament that they had no brains.
But they did not make such statements
on nomination day. Not satisfied with
running down the manufacturing in-
terests, the hon. the Finance Minister
said:

"Everyone who knows much about the
mode of carrying on banking is aware that
banks, when they have accumulated large
sums of money, are very apt to discount
largely to men of straw."

The hon. gentleman talked about
men of straw and insinuated that such
was the character of men who were
largely dealing with and trusted by
the banks, and conducting the business
of the country. This was an unjustifiable
sneer. It was true that there were not
many men of great wealth in Canada-
practically none ; but the business
community as a class wore honestly
endeavouring to build up the industries
of the country for those who might come
after us, and did not deserve to be stig-
matized as men of straw. If some of
them failed, or even if the country lost
the assistance of the hon. the Premier,
the St. Lawrence would not cease to flow
or the sun to shine. Why were the
stocks of banks and joint stock com-

panies depressed and falling daily,
every holder running to his neigh-
bour asking what ho thought of the
situation and should he sell? The posi-
tion of affairs, which amounted almost
to a panie, was due to a want of confi-
dence, not because bank stocks were
not really worth as much to-day as they
were last week. Stocks which were at
120 or 140 some time ago were, with
few exceptions,selling below that figure
to-day. It was want of confidence
which produced the panie, and what
was more likely to cause it than the
language of the hon. the Minister of
Finance, who threw distrust upon our
institutions, who, in his Budget Speech,
insinuated that our traders were un-
worthy of credit. That speech would
travel far and near, and lead the
people in England and elsewhere to be
careful how they extended their credit
to a nation which was represented to be
in such a precarious state by such
authority. The Finance Minister
further said:

" You may trust the instincts of the people
to acqire wealth, but the difficulty is to dis-
tribute it. We have seen enough in past
times of the mischief which can be done
by large corporations, or rather, by wealthy,
unscrupulous men."

The hon. gentleman with one breath
objected to men making colossal for-
tunes, and at the same time ho talked
about the banks dealing with men of
straw. Which were preferable--the
men of straw or those of colossal
fortunes ? If traders, manufacturers
and others became rich, would it not
place them in a position to help to open
up more industries and increase the
development of the country. Was
there anything in the position thus
taken by the hon. gentleman to encou-
rage the people? The hon. gentleman
declared that the formation of rings
was a natural consequence of a high
tariff, which was not proposed or advo
cated on the Opposition side of the

louse. The debates were filled with
charges of impurity. The hon. the Min-
ister of Finance said a man who made
money would become dishonest, and yet,
almost in the same breath, ho declared
that the men who did not make money
were dishonest. Even if a man were
a great statesman, according to
the hon. gentleman, ho must of
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necessity become corrupt and dis-
honest. When the next election took
Ilace-when they were called to meet
their constituents-there wouild be no
subterfuge. Every man would have
to point to the Uansard and stand by
diis individual conduct. For himself
'ie would tell the people that he voted
for this and similar resolutions, because
the policy of the Government, which
was not one which was calculated to
benefit the country, was condemned by
these resolutions. When the members
of the present Administration were
seeking office they proclaimed them-
selves Reformers. But had they ful.
filled their promises? lad the expen-
ses of the Government been eut down ?
No; on the contrary, they had been
increased. The Baie Verte Canal, which
was solemnly promised, had not been
built. This work was alluded to at the
opening Session of this Parliament
in the Speech from the Throne, with
a great flourish of trumpets, but year
after year passed by and not only no
effort was made to proceed with this
desirable improvement, but it had been
abandoned. 1He held that a promise
should be kept inviolate, but here was
a Government, composed of men who
were supposed to be Roformers, which
openly broke its word, even in this
particular. The people of the Mari-
time Provinces, however, would no
longer be satisfied with bare promises.
They would inquire what the Govern-
ment had done and intended to do for
them. Some time ago it was stated
that the people of the Lower Provinces
could not trade profitably on account
of the smuggling of American goods
into the country. The New Brunswick
Board of Trade memoralized the hon.
the Minister of Customs as follows:-
" The Hon. Isaac Burpee, Minister of Cutoms:-

" The memorial of the Board of Trade of the
city of St. John respectfully showeth that on
the bordera of New Brunswick, fron Calais
to the Upper St John, large quantities of oil,
cottona, woollens, and other American man-
ufactures, teas aud a variety of other articles
are brought in systematically by traders or
runners from the United States, acting in
co-operation with persons on this side the
frontier and delivered to them in their places
of business free of duty.

" That all along the coast of the Bay of
Fundy and its tributaries a large quantity of
goods are landed from the 1Înited States,
carried in the vessels running to and from

Mr. DoMVILLE.

Boston and other adjacent American. ports
and paying no duties.

" That not only is the revenue very much
defrauded, but the mercantile community
are great sufferers thereby, and the evil has
grown to such large dimensions that it seems
to call for the most stringest measures on the
part of the Government.

" Your memorialists would suggest an. mg
other remedies that might be assured to
abate this evil that seizine officers be
changed from one port to another every one
or two years, and that active officers be
appointed to travel through these districts as
often as may be necessary, and endeavour
to brin to punishinent all engaged in a trade
defrauding the revenue and evading the
laws.

" And that instructions may be sent to all
collectors of customs in the outports to use
greater care in examining entries and prompt-
ness in collecting duties, and to report each
case of fraud coming to their notice also.

" That appraisers from the large centres,
well acquainted with their duties, be ordered
to all the outçorts, to give such instructions
to local officers as will ensure the thorouglh
examination of all invoices and of all goods
entered at these ports.

" Signed by the Conimittee.
"St. John, N. B., December 15, 1876."

Tho hon. the Minister of Customs
roplied to this communication as fol-
lows:-

" Froin the positive manner in which your
communication deals with the matter, we
presume you have evidence and cases in
point that you eau give us, whereby we may
be enabled to take such steps towards a
definite investigation as vill lead to the
immediate prosecution of those parties whon
you know are systematically engaged in de-
livering and receiving such imerchandize
without payine duty. We will be glad if you
will give us a Iist of the cases, the merchan-
dize so delivered and received, and the naines
of the parties engaged therein. la every
case that lias been brought under the atten-
tion of the Government, the parties have
been deaIt with as the law directs, and no
effort lias been spared to put a stop to such
illicit trade when it lias been found out.

" Your suggestions as a remedy for the evil
have been carefully noted.

" The department, some tinie since, put in
operation measures for the further protection
of the revenue, and did, from time to time,
extend their effortà as opportunity offers and
the circunstances of cases will admit.

"I have the honour to be, Sir,
"your obedient servant,

"ISAAC BURPEE."
They were coolly told to make out a

case and then the Government would
attend to it. That was not what the
people expected. The Government
should be able to grapple boldly with
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such inatters, instead of requiring
those who complained to take the in.
Itiatory steps as suggested. It would
seem that the hon. the Minister of
Customs lost sight of the interests of
the people in thinking of bis own, or
in c -nsulting his own case and conven-
ienc'. One hon. gentleman stated
that he believed in making hay when
the sun shone. But the sun had not
shone for the people since the so-called
Reform Government came into power.
In his Budget Speech the hon. the
Finance Minister had to announce a
deficit of $1,900,000. In this regard
he might point to the loss on the steel
rail purchase, to the wasted expendi-
ture on the St. Frances Canal, Mr.
Edgar's expenses to British Columbia,
aind other matters, 1hich, if added
together, would maie up this deficit.
If the Government had adopted a judi-
cious course this deficit might have
been avoided. As he stated last year,
ho did rnot charge the hon. the First
Minister with having acted corruptly
in the steel rail matter-he was un-
willing to believe the statement of
partizan papers that the rails had been
imported through a firin in which his
brother was then a partner. He did the
hon. gentleman the justice to say that lie
had simply made a bad bargain with-
out the previous sanction ofParliament.
The result was a deplorable one, entail-
ing a loss far above a million of dol-
lars. Rails were scattered in various
sections of the country, and nothing
but disaster had arisen from this large
expenditure of money. Responsible
lirins to-day were offering to supply
best Bessemer steel rails for £6 10s. to
£7 per ton, and guarantee them, which
was a reduction at the rate of nearly
£4 sterling on the price paid for this
unfortunate purchase; and some steel
rails bad been sold as low as £5 5s. of
first quality. The Government, not con-
tent with the purchase just referred to,
has also taken from the contractor on
the Georgian Bay Branch, at excessive
prices, iron rails whieh were of various
patterns and of short lengths ; in fact,
" job lots," as they were called, and the
bargain was therefore doubly unsatis-
factory. Why was this purchase
mnade? What had the Government
done with all these rails? Hlad they
built substantial railroads? lad they

built that line to the far West which
was to be a boon to future generations
as well as of great advantage to the
present? From all that we could learn,
nothing was being done towards the
actual construction of the Pacific Rail-
way proper ; the location of the line,
after enormous expenditure for surveys,
was still undetermined, and the choice
of the terminus on the Pacifie Coast
would seem to be delayed and held up,
either as a bribe or a menace, to the
various interests of the Province
which will be directly affected thereby.
From Lake Superior westward to
Winnipeg, there seemed to have been
the same want of decision and hesita-
tion in the policy of locating the line,
and, while out of the 50,000 tons of
rails purchased in 1874, but 2,200 tons,
representing about 25 miles of road,
had been laid in that district, a vast
outlay had been made in the attempt
to secure the navigation of the " mag-
nificent water-stretches" which could
not be completed for several years, and
which the construction of the
railway would render utterly useless,
if it should not previously be
found utterly impracticable. The
hon. the Minister of Finance told the
House that, when he went to London,
ho found a great deal of difficulty in
placing the loan of November, 1876.
.No doubt any one not conversant witi
financial operations would find a great
deal of difficulty. In 1874, the Finance
Minister went to London for the first
time to borrow money. He pointed
out that the resources of Canada were
unbounded and that its credit was good.
But the money-lenders and bankers of
London asked why then he had spoken
so gloomily about the finances of
Canada in his Budget speeches, and he
found that those speeches had had a
depressing effect upon bis negotiation.
The Finance Minister had to deal with
a syndicate composed of leading men
in the city, such as Glyn, Baring,
and others, and all his financial arrange-
ments had been affected by his gleomy
preidictions in our House of Commons.
Thus it turned out that for the loan of
1876 the money was got at 91 nomin-
ally, but in reality it only netted 89ï.
If the loan had iot been placed in the
market en bloc, if people had been
asked to subscribe to it gener-
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ally, it would doubtless have brought
a much botter price, although the
Finance Minister said it would be
doubtful whether as much could be
obtained by that method as the price
obtained by him. The Finance Minister
asserted in the Budget speech that the
30-year loan of 1874 was more valuable
than the 30-year loan of 1876 because it
would mature two and a half years
sooner. This he (Mr. Domville)
thought, was a fallacy. Investors
in London wanted to get bonds
which ran for a long time, if they had
confidence in the security, only want-
ing regular paymenit of the interest.
The London genuine investors had
more money than they knew what to
do with. Failing to get a large interest
for a small period, they would take a
smallerinterest fora long period. They
wished to get immediate employment
for the money, and in the end the
transaction vas a paying one. Iii
fact, they took loans up as an
investment, and not as a speculation.
The hon. the Finance Minister said
there was so much difficulty in placing
the debentures, that one large firn
took $1,000,000, or sq, to themselves.
In other words, the Finance Minister
said he was not able to place the loan
except through the agency of the
gentlemen in the city who were really
dealers in securities. In point of fact,
the bonds were never legitimately sold
or placed on the market. In 1876,
when the Finance Minister went to
make another loan, he had his last loan
staring him in the face, and the firms
he had dealt with before, told him that,
if he placed the new loan on the mar-
ket independently of their aid, it
would depreciate the market price of all
the four per cent. bonds. He had to
raise the money, and he was therefore
in the hands of the banking firms.
The money which was to be received
for the loan of 1876, the Finance
Minister said, was deposited with
these gentlemen at four per cent.
interest for six months, and per-
haps longer. The money they Wore
to pay him for the bonds they placed
in their books to the credit of Canada,
at four per cent. interest, with six,
eight and nine months to pay. It was
evident that the parties taking these
bonds would not have borrowed the

Mr. DOMVILLE.

money unless they could have employ-
ed it profitably. There was every
reason to believe that large amounts of
it were re-lent to people in Canada at
enormous rates of interest. The loan,
in fact, was opened upon the following
terms, as per prospectus:-

" CoPY of Prospectus, extracted fromi the
Times, London, England.

" Dominion of Canada loan for £2,500,000
four per cent. sterling bonds or inscriptions.
Messrs. Baring Brothers & Co., and Messrs.
Glyn, Mills, Currie & Co., the Financial
Agents in England of the Dominion of Cana-
da, are authorized by the Minister of Finance
of Canada to receive applicadions for a loan
of £20500,000 sterling bonds or inscriptions,
bearing interest from the 1st November,
1876, at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum,
payable half-yearly on 1st May and Ist
November of each year, at the offices of the
said Financial Agents in London.

" This loan is issued under the authority of
an Act of Parliament of the Dominion o>
Canada (39 Vic., chap. 1, sec. 4)passed dur-
ing the last Session. fie object of the loan
is partly to provide for the payment of debt
maturing or redeemable in the course of next
year, and partly for expenditure on Public
Works.

" The principal of the loan now offered is to
be repaid i2 London in 30 years. A cumula-
tive Sinking Fund of not less than i percent.
per annum will be employed in the purchase
of the bonds or stock of the Loan, at or be-
low par; the Government reserving the right
to invest the Sinking Fund in other securi-
ties, if the price of the Loan should be above
par.

" The price of the subscription is 91 per
cent., payable as follows:-

5 per cent. on application.
15 " on allotment.
20 " on 31st January, 1877.
20 " on 27th March, 1877.
20 " on 25th May, 1877, deduct-

ing the half-year's cou-
pons due lot May, 1877,
less Income Tax.

il " on 25th July, 1877.

91 per cent."

Those who took the loan therofore
wero not obliged to pay for it in cash,
but in instalments, withont interest,
running over a period of nearly nine
months, meanwhile receiving the accru-
ing interest on the bonds at the rate of
four per cent. per annum as clear gain.
The Finance Minister permitted the
subscribers to the loan, who chose to
do so, to pay the instalments in ad-
vance. less interest at the rate of three
per cent., and left the money on de-
posit in London at four per cent.
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interest. The subscribers for these
bonds, owing to the glut of the money
market in London, could easily borrow
upon them at one per cent. or one and
a half per cent. per annum, and thus
they could make a double profit.
The loan was in fact sold for 894,
while the quotations for the four per
cents. of 1874 were 941, and while pecu-
liar advantages were enjoyed by the
subsecribers for itin the way of rebate of
interest, and an unprecodentedly cheap
money market. The Finance Minister
however asserted that the quotations
for the loan of 1874 could not be stated
as a price for the new loan, which was
for a large ameunt, while the price was
fixed for the stock of 1874 upon small
or retail sales; " and that it was a well
known fact in London, and he would
imagine ought to be equally well
known in Canada, that there are many
stocks which a poremptory order to
buy or sell even the small amount of
£50,0U0 or £100,000 sterling would
have sent the price up or down from
one to two per cent. as the case may
be." And this was his reason for not
submitting the loan to public competi-
tion and for putting it into the hands
of a syndicate; and lie said also:

" As an appropriate illustration of the cor-
rectness of this view, I may state that one of
the most important Austrakian colonies had
occasion some time ago to negotiate a loan of
£1,500,000. That loan was offered to the
market by tender, with a sealed minimum.
The tenders at or above the minimum only
amounted to some £300,000. The minimum
was then disclosed and tenders again invited,
but only another £300,000 or £400,000 could
be obtained. After many efforts to float it,
the loan was finally withdrawn and the bal-
ance was taken up by the Australian banks,
or private arrangements best known to them-
selves. I need not say that our case was
directly opposite to this."

This might be an appropriate illustra-
tion of transactions of previous years,
but we had a more appropriate illustra-
tions of the correctness of an opposite
view in the following extract taken
from the London Colonies, a well
known newspaper, dated February 17th,
1877:- -

" The tenders for the South Australian
Government four per cent. loan for £500,000
sterling were opened at the National Bank
of Australia, London, on the 13th instant.
There were 209 tenders amounting to
£2,967,300 at prices ranging from £96 10s.
to £100. The average rrice for the £500,000

59

allotted is £97 10s. to £100. Tenders at
£97 9s. and above, ainounting to £483,500,
are allotted in fall, while those at £97 8e. 6d.
will receive about 53 per cent. of the amount
applied for."

The point illustrated, therefore, was
this. Whon this loan was asked for there
were tenders for nearly six times the
amount, so that instead of being sold at
91, as our loan was, with the deductions
and allowances that ho had stated,
these bonds were placed openly in tho
market and there were tenders to six
times the amount, the minimum tender
being at £96 10s. per £100. The Aus-
tralian debentures of a similar kind werc
quoted in the open market at 97,L
foar a single debenture, while the whole
new loan was awarded at 97½- and over ;
thus showing the fallacy of the Finance
Minister's argument that the rotait
price of bonds could not be obtained
for those offered at " wholesale " as
he termed it, and the deduction ought
to bo drawn that the Finance Minister
had improperly placed our loan. In-
stead of being thrown open to public
competition our loan was given at a
fixed price, practically below 90. The
Finance Minister said it was with groat
difficulty that he could sell the large
amount we asked for in London, that
market not being prepared for it. He
had given us quotations of loans of
forcign States of various characters.
Among them even Chilian bonds in
order to justify his position. The fact
remained incontrovertiblie that, while
our 4 pcr cents. of 1874 were selling at
941 at retail the Finance Minister sold
those of 1876 at less than 90 by whole-
sale, and while the Australian 4 per
cents. were selling at 97- at retail the 4
per cent loan of that country was placed
by open competition at 97½ at wholesale
and was now selling at retail at 98J to
98¾ and over. Free trade was, no doubt,
very desirable in theory, " but com-
morce, to be really free, must be free in
ail its branches. That enactment is but
a deliberate i'njustice which sets on ly one
class of producers frce, and holds back
the rest by a system of restrictions. If
the English farmer be made to stand on
a commercial equality with the Pole and
the Russian he ought to be compen-
sated by free access to all the products
of the known world; whatever ho can
gain by free trade is the return made to
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him for his otherwise reduced profits.'
It would be a glorious country if they
could get along without the Gov-
ernment, without the Custom-house
officers, without the tax-collectors, the
doctor, or the lawyer, and if each one
could deal with his neighbour without
the intervention of the middleman.
He would not join with any hon. mem-
ber in this House in putting $2 or $3
a ton on coal, whether he supported the
right hon. member for Kingston or the
hon. member for Lambton. He did not
believe such a duty would be for the bon-
efit either of the country or the coal in-
terest. But, if a moderate duty would be
of bonefit to the country by allowing
the people of the Upper Provinces to
send their cereals down to the Lower
Provinces he might vote for that which
would be an encouragement to inter-
provincial trade, and an interchange of
products was what built up a people.
If they had to go to Glasgow for their
ships or to California for thoir flour,
the country would come to nothing. If
they fbllowed out the Free-trader's
theory, they would not produce any-
thing, because other places could per-
haps produce to more advantage-
though he denied that they could
gret better ships built in Glas-
gow than in Canada. They
were to sit down and do nothing
but watch their neighbours, and say:
"Botter times will corne ; we are Free-
traders; we do not believe in protect-
ing anything; it will all come right."
It would all come right with a ven-
geance, as in the year in which
people left New Brunswick for the
United States because they found the
mines and manufactures and industries
of that country built up and flourish-
ing because they had been protected,
because there were 40 millions of peo-
ple to interchange trade with one
another; and they had not to look out-
side for very much because they always
had a home market. A man in Massa-
ehusetts made the article of bobbins,
fer example, and could sell it to some
one in another State because there was
no barrier to keep it out. But the
Lower Provinces had a barrier to keep
them out. They could not send to the
United States or to Canada. They had
no medium of trade, no freighters, no
means of sending their goods ont cheap

Mr. DOMVILLE.

because there was a want of intercourse
between the various Provinces of the
Dominion. Free trade might be a
very good theory, but they wanted
something more practical; they wanted
a bread and butter policy. A "fly on
the wheel " was not motive power
enough for them. They could not
drive a steam-engine by it. Was it
not a crying shame that coal should
exist in the Province of Nova Scotia,
with iron, limestone and fire-clay in
close proximity, and yet that they
should have to import their iron from
abroad, besides c ay and everything
else. He had a few statisties on paper.
At the end of the fiscal year 1875,
the imports exceeded the exports by
$45,000,000. Allowing something for
new shipping, they might assume the
balance to be e35,000,000 of excess
of imports. Free trade could not be a
very great boon when under its work-
ing they had to import so much more
than they sent away, and he thought it
was the duty ofthe Government to advo-
cate a policy that would build up our
Canadian mills and manufactories, and
give us a larger population, that would
keep our young mon in Canada and
enhance the value of our farms by
giving a larger population to consume
the products of the farm, and larger local
markets. Let them induce capitalists
to invest in Canada by a reasonable
policy of protection-not a Chinese
wall. We had the natural facilities,
and it was only reasonable that we
should use them in making some por-
tion of what Canada now imported.
Why should we have a large balance
against us overy year when a proper
policy would prevent it? England
sought free trade because she monopo-
lized the markets of the world, and her
capacity was beyond her requirements.
Now, the case was changed, and we saw
one of her leading steel maker& open-
ing a manufacture in the United States
in order to benefit by its protection.
France, whose policy was one of .x-
tremo protection, recuperated rapidly
after the late disastrous war. Could
she have done so under a free-trade
system ? In 1875, Canada imported ton
millions of dollars worth of cottoni
manufactures; what a population it
would have required to produce this
large amount, and what a vast amOunt
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-of farm produce the operators and their
families would have consumed in our
,own country. There was another diffi-
culty in regard to our finances and our
position. It was in the Budget state-
ment, showing an alarming falling off in
trade and increase in expenditure. He
did not see how any one could go to Eng-
land to borrow money with that Bud-
get staring him in the face. The speech
of the Finance Minister, emanating
from such an important personage, per-
meated the country, and did an incal-
culable amount of harm. in 1875, the
people of the Dominion imported
189,945 tons of iron, while the coal
und the iron were here on the spot,
but they could not get it mined because
they had no market. The Americans
smuggled across the border, and the
Canadians could not compete, because
the United States had been passing
through years of disaster. The mer-
chants could not pay their indebted-
ness at home, and so they did not
care, provided they could realize on
their stock. If only this $10,300,000
worth of iron had been made in the
country,it would have meant $1,000,000
worth of labour and 150,000 tons of
coal, and to have placed the iron in
position, and to produce hollow-wares
and machinery, &c., they would have
doubled or trebled the quantity of coal
produced; then Nova Scotia would not
have been asking for protection,
because she would have had a home
market for ber coal He thought it was
.a fallacy, talking about sending coal to
Manitoba or very far west, they might
as vell talk about sending it to British
,Columbia. They wanted to consume
it as best they could; could they send
it to Canada ? -No. What where they
to do with it ? Burn it. What for? To
make iron. The duty should be placed
on iron instead of coal, so that the labour
and capital would be used to make the
iron and mine the coal, and so that the
people in Upper Canada and elsewhere
could send their flour and other pro-
duce in exchange. That was trade.
They would have steamers and sailing
ships built te carry on the trade. Thon
the prodnct of coal and iron would go
Io other countries, perchance to the
West Indies and South America. There
was $60,000,000 worth of goods expor-
ted from the United States to South

America and the West Indies yearly.
Why did they not go from us, or a part
of them ? It was not by subsidizing a
steamer that they would open up that
trade; it must be done by morchants
who understood what was best for
their interests, who were the pioneers
of trade, and who, knowing what
what was best for them, could
obtain the desired end. Iow did
the Americans work up this West
India trade? They started originally
the trade from New Haven with a
vessel of two or three hundred tons
burthen, they picked up lard, flour,
rocking chairs, fish, horses, hay, &c.,
in fact an assorted cargo of Yankee
notions, so they loaded their vessel
and ran down to the tropies and sold
their goods. Thon they loaded with
molasses, sugar, and rum, because the
ship had to cono back. If, by any
chance, she lost nine or ton thousand
dollars in her outward cargo, coming
home she made fifteen thousand dol-
lars, or a profit of five or six thousand
dollars. Instead of confining their
business to one island, they went to a
number of others, Jamaica, Santa
Cruz and so on, and added more vessels
to their fleet until there was no one
that could compete against them, and
thus became rich and held the trade
to-day. It was not by sending an
emissary that this could be accom-
plished, He remembered when the
Canadian Government sent Commis-
sioners in 1866 to the West Indies,
they offered many inducements, but
the merchants said: " We are willing
to trade with you if you can com-
pete." Thus they brought in the free-
trade doctrine of buying from the
cheapest place. Hon. gentlemen said
that protection had killed the ship-
building industries in the United
States, but it was the war, not protec-
tion. All they had to do was to use
such materials as the country afforded
them, and let the Government allow a
drawback for that portion of the ship
for which they were indebted to their
neighbours. It came back to the ques-
tion of a policy which would enablo
them to trade with their neighbours.
A few points as to the West India
trade. Hie wanted to show how the
want of a fostering care from the State
mi.ght divert the channels of trade
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and injure the mercantile communitv.
In 1875, the imports of sugars into
Canada were over 54,400 tons, in round,
numbers; whilst in 1876 they amount-
ed to 50,700. Of that entered for con-
sumption in 1875, about 22,200 tons
came from Great Britain, 19,400 tons
from the West Indies, and 13,000 tons
from the United States. In 1876, it
was quite reversod, inasmuch as 21,800
tons came from Great Britain, 19,300
tons from the United States, and 7,600
tons from the West Indies. Thus the
West India direct trade fell off by
some 14,600 tons, and Great Britain
sent us 10,800 tons more, and the trade
from the United States remained about
stationary. In other words, the trade
was diverted frorn the West Indies to
Great Britain. Scotch sugar was made
in Liverpool and Scotland, and con-
tained 50, 60 and 65 per cent. of sac-
charine matter. It was a very pretty
sugar to look at. The West India
sugar was nearly doubly as sweet, but
vessels which went to the West Indies
from St. John, New Brunswici, with
fish or lumber, had nothing to bring
back, because we had no market for
the sugars made there. They might
continue their voyage to Boston or
Baltimore with a Joad of sweets for the
fineries, and then return in ballast to the
Lower Provinces for another outward
cargo to the West Indies. He proposed
now to show that it was the mode in
which the duty was levied which had
caused the diversion of our sugar trade
from the West Indies to Scotland and
England. The ad valorem duty acted
thus: If ho wished to order a cargo of
sugar at Porto Rico, he would have to
pay duty on a value at port of shipment
of 5¼c. to Sc. per pound, viz., le. per
pound, and 25 per cent. ad valorem;
then he had to pay for the export duty,
the labour, the cartage, the cooperage,
and every possible expense that could
be placed on the invoice, except the
commission. That might amount to a
duty of 2±c. to 2¾e. a pound, whilst
the importer from the United
States would only perhaps have to pay
duty on a valuation of 5c. to 5jc.,
in consequence of having purchased
his supply in a market where values
were depreciated from internal or
other causes. Thus it became so
uncertain what the direct importer

Mr. DOVILLE.

would have to compete with in regard
to duties to be paid that ho avoided
the direct West Indies, which had so.
often placed him at a disadvantage
with his neighbours. The result was
that people would not import direct;
they got their sugar from the United
States or Great Britain, in consequence
of the ad valoren duty. This discour-
aged the great direct import trade. As
an illustration of the sugar duties, the
following figures drawn trom the past
year's business clearly demonstrated
how unfairly the ad valorem duty bore
on the West India trade -

SuoGas.-Duty paid froin lst January to
31st December, 1875. Equal to and above
No. 13. Duty l. and 25 per cent. ad val-
orem. Totals, 56,992,542 lb., or 26,496 tons.

Value, $2,660,904. Duty, $1,195,150.30.
Specific.............. $529,925 00
Ad valorem.......... 665,230 30

$1,195,155 30
Value for duty, $5.02 - $2.25 duty.
From Great Britain.-19,048,010 lb.,

9.527 tons. Value, $927,715.
Duty, specific......... $190,40 10
Ad valorem.......... 231,928 99

$422,409 09
Value for duty, $4.80 = $2.20 duty.

From United States.-24,053,046 lb., or
12,026 tons. Value, $1,301,887.

Duty, specifie......... $240,530 46
Ad valorem .......... 325,471 40

$566,001 86
Value for duty, $5.40 = $2.60 duty.

From other ports, principally British and
Foreign West Indies.-9,891,486 lb., or
4,925 tons. Value, $440,307.

Duty, specific......... $ 98,914 86
Ad valorem .......... 107,824 61

$206,739 47
Value for du!y, $4.45 = $2.11 duty.

SUGARs, 1875.-Equal to 9 and not above
13. Duty, "of a. cent and 25 per cent. ai
valorem. 10tals, 19,672,768 lb., or 9,83
tons. Value, $768,918.

Duty, specific......... $147,553 07
Ad valorem ........ 192,224 00

$339,777 07
Value for duty, $3.90 = $1.72 duty.
Mostly froi foreign countries, say-

United States (vLlue).. $133,968 65
West Indies.... ..... 184,471 29
Great Britain...... ... 11,337 13

$339,777 07
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Above No. 9 and under 13. Totals,
17,557,790 lb. Value, $550,020. Duty
$225,294.74. At reduced rate of duty, 25
per cent. and ù a cent, from 11th April, 1875,
say 8,777 tons, add 9,836 tons, total 18,613
tons.

Value for 1875, $4.50; total tons, 54,975,
-omething under 2c. per pound.

1876.

Value. Q.uantity. Duty.Lb.

$4,368,690 8S,356,257 $1,975,736 06
438,228 11,214,155 193,667 42

72,441 1,850,957 27,365 50

$4,879,359 101,421,369 $2,196,768 98

1876 50,715 tons.
1875.

$4,916,279

+36,920
Value for

under 2-12c.
Value for

220c.

54,475 tons.
108,950,179 $2,172,490 97

or +4,200 tons.-$24,278 01
1875, $4.50 per 100 lb., duty
per ponnd.
1876, $4.80 per 100 lb., duty

From From From
G't Britain. United States. W. Indies.

Tons. Tons. Tons.

1876... 23,800 19,300 7,600
1875... [3,000 19,200 22,200

+10,800 +100 -14,600
Moreover, the present system dis-

couraged direct trade with the West
Indies. If the Government placed a
duty on the lower grades of sugar, and
placed white at a higher rate of duty,
there would be some chance for this
interest to revive. The tariff might
be so arranged that the ordinary grades
would pay sufficient duty to meet the
demands of the revenue. But it would
aiso have the effect of bringing the
sugar straight to this coantry, instead
of its going first to the UlJnited States
or Great Britain to be refined. There
was also another point. A great leak-
age occurred in the cargo during the
voyage from the West Indies-from
five to eight per cent., according to the
place at which it was shipped. The
duty had to be paid not only on the
sugar itself but on that leakage, which
was scarcely a fair arrangement. The
bon. member for Brant referred in his
speech the other night to the duty put
on pig iron by the Government. But
what was found on the schedule ?
When the hon. the Minister of Finance
proposed to free shipping materials,
anchors were left out, but pig iron was

put in their place. He came now to
the question whether the proposed
tariff would produce any more than.,
or as much revenue as, the present. He
believed that it would produce less
revenue. One effect would be that
cigars would not be so largely.
made in Canada, because the tariff
acted against the manufacturer. He
believed that, when the Government
met the House again, the deficit would
be greater than the past year. The
importations were nothing like what
they used to be. Our steamers were
returning only balf loaded, and there
was no prospect of early improvement.
It was claimed that the farmers would
suffer under a protective tariff.
Now, if there was a re-adjustment
of the tariff, if all branches of indus-
try were enabled to produce and sell
to the people that which they required
the farmers must be benefitted to a
certain extent. Although they might
be taxed a little more, yet they would
be enabled to take that which the
manufacturers produced in exchange
for what they grew, and the whole
country would be benefitted. At pres-
ent the whole Dominion was paralysed.
Every one was at his wits' end, and
there was no hope of improvement. Not
one word of encouragement had drop-
ped fron the Government. They
might go to their constituents and de-
clare that the occupants of the Trea-
sury benches were the right men to
guide the destinies of the nation. But
what would the people ofhis Province
say ? The first question would be, "What
about the Intercolonial Railway? "
Talk about economy and retrench-
ment. All along the line there was evi-
dence of the reverse of those principles.
They found here and there one station-
master and two others to teach him
his duty. There was an immense ex-
penditure all round ; fine houses had
been put up and the locomotives were
running into each other and smashing
up. He would like to be able to return
to his constituents and state that the
policy of the Government was a wise
one, but he could not do it. Their
policy was directly opposed to the
interests of the country. Reference
had been made by an hon. member to
the testimony taken before the Fraser,
Reynolds & Co. Committee two years
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ago. He felt bound to say that the
action of the majority of that Com-
mittee reflected no credit upon them-
selves; it spoke for itself. Fair play
as English speaking people would seem
to dictate that we should do as we
would be done by. For any wrong
committed, the guilty parties should
have been made to suffer the due
penalty, but it was not right to endea-
vour, as the majority of the Committee
had done, to make the case worse than
it really was. He thought the fouse
would say that in his remarks he had
made no implication and cast no slars
on hon. members. If ho had desired
to adopt such v course he had affidavits
in his pocket which he might have
read in reply to the hon. member who
had charged the Opposition with every
kind of rascality and villany possible.
It was not right that because they
were in the minority that such reckless
imputations as had formed the staple
of many speeches of hon. members on
the Government benches should be
made. He hoped tnat hon. members
would refrain in future from usi ng such
harsh terms, which only created bad
feelings on both sides of the House, and
led to scenes of confusion and disorder
that should be deprecated and avoided.
In view of all the points of the case,
ho should feel constraincd to cast his
vote on the amendment under discus-
sion with the Opposition.

Mr. THOMSON (Welland) said ho
regretted to see so much of the time of
this House taken up with sugar discus-
sions; it was making a shop of Parlia-
ment ; and, if absolute free trade and
direct taxation existed, we would hear
no more of such subjects here. He
objected to the mercantile system as
too cramped for the development of
the productive interests of the country.
The mercantile system was vicious, it
made credit the rule and cash the
exception; and should be overcome by
a Dominion currency and direct taxa-
tion. The last loan made by the
Finance Minister in England was
made on scientific and proper princi-
ples, and was a successful loan; but, if
we had an expansive national system
of currency, emanating from the Gov-
ernment in this country, we should
not need to borrow money at all
abroad. In some respects the two

Mr. DOMVILLE.

parties in this House were much alike-
in their manner of dealing with the
business of the country. However, ho
belonged to the Ministerial side, and
was going to continue loyal to the
]Reform Party as the best. The great
prairie basin of the North-West would
be the centre of power and population.
If Vancouver Island was made a free
port, if the Government constructed
the railway over the mountains at a
cost of thirty-five millions, then our
Pacific city would have a very large
population within ten or twentyyears,
for, the ]Rocky Mountain section con-
structed from the prairies to the
Pacific, private enterprise would soon
cover the prairies from Manitoba to
the foot of the mountains witli
several lines of railway, on the basis of
land grants, without calling upon the
Government for any money, and in,
twenty years there would be fikc
millions of a population on those mag-
nificent prairies. Canada, to hold her
position alongside of the United
States, must out-lerod Hlerod in acti-
vity, in progress and liberality, and
boldness in legislation. He (Mr.
Thomson) did not think the speeches
of members ever reached the public
through the press, the reporting was
too limited. He thought the Ministers
were too exclusive with their support-
ers, which took away that interest in
Pa.iliament which, otherwise, private
members would enjoy. As to protec-
tion, as advocated by the Opposition,
he considered it already as discounted
by the people and dead; ho, therefore,
intended to continue his support to
the Government and to frec trade.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said, as
hon. members gencrally had taken
part in the discussion, lie thought he
might be excused for expressing his
opinion. The impiFession seemed to
be-at least, it was outside the House-
that they were discussing a question
with respect to the relative merits of
free trade and protection. Now, lie
had come to the conclusion that it was
hardly such. As he understood the posi-
tion taken by the hon. the Minister of
Finance, we were, for a time, and for
a time only, in temporary difficulties,
and to over-tide and pass over that
and to increase our revenue the hon.
the Minister proposed the temporary
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remedy of levying increasel duties
upon the articles which had been mon-
tioned in bis Budget speech. The
Opposition said this could be done
much better in a different manner.
The Opposition did not particularize.
It was the function of the hon. the
Finance Minister, when ho proposed
to arrange the tarifi, to give all the
details as to how ho proposed to raise
the additional funds. The Opposition
had nothing to do beyond laying down
general principles, and they had done
that. We were in a state of commer-
cial depression; not only every indus-
try, but every man felt it more or less.
The Government said they were not
able by legislation in any way to alle-
viate it. The Opposition on their side,
without going into matters of detail,
thought that it was possible to so re-
arrange and re-adjust the tariff as
would both meet the requirements of
revenue and at the same time tend to
alleviate in some degree the general
depression. The Opposition had not
the information that would enable
them to re-adjust the tariff, nor could
they come down with the items or
details of a fiscal policy; but they
affirmed certain principles which ho
hoped they would go to the country
upon; and, if they changed sides and
occupied the Treasury benches, he
believed they would carry out the
principles which they had advocated
while in Opposition, whether con-
demned for doing so or not. It had
been stated that this policy was not
agreed to in' the Province of Quebec,
but bis belief was that the assumption
was incorrect. He had no hesitation
in saying that the Province of Quebec
was in favour of the policy of Her
Majesty's loyal Opposition, and not
of the policy of the Government of the
day. Coming to the Ottawa district and
lumbering community, although ho
'vas not actually connected or
interested in the trade itself, ho thought
he should say a few words with respect
te the peculiarities of that particular
business. The proposition which ho
ventured te submit to the House and
the country, although it might not
prove that protection would be a good
thing for that particular interest of the
Dominion, would show what protec-
tion had done with respect to the

United States. No one would dispute
that our neighbours across the lines
understood their business, and that
during the last ten or fifteen years, in
face of a great war and difficulties
that would tend to destroy a nation,
the United States had become pros-
perous, and the indications were that
within ton or twenty years no nation of
the civilized world had sofar proceeded
in the marc of general prosperity.
That had been accomplished under a
syntem of protection. He asked froc-
trade advocates opposite if they could
show a historical instance of a people,
who formed themselves into a nation
and became commercially prosperous,
commencing on free-trade principles.
He appealed to the collective wisdom
of the country whether the four millions
of people in Canada-and ho was proud
of being a Canadian, and thought every-
thing that vas possible to be done by
man could be done byCanadians-with
all their mental and physical superi-
ority could commence where all the
nations of the world had loft off.

Mr. THOMSON (Welland): Yes.

Mr. WRIGHT said that was an utter
impossibility. The immediate vicinity
of the city of Ottawa was one of the
centres of the lumber trade, ineluding
both square and sawn lumber, in which
a large capital ivas invested. The
manufacturers paid $2 per thousand
feet upon short lumber entering the
United States. The result of that
imposition was that four of our large>t
establishments-Messrs. Ritson, J. Rl.
Cook, Eddy and McLaren-had trans-
ferred their business from Ottawa to
Whitehall and Burlington, taking the
Canadian timber to those points and
there manufacturing it. Following
the general principle of the United
'States, they manufactured the lumber
and paid a duty of $2 per thousand
feet, and then they were entitled to a
drawback of $2 per thousand feet on
sending our lumber back to Canada.
The hon. member for North Nor-
folk (Mr. Charlton), who was
the champion exponont of free-trade
doctrines, was engaged in the lumber
trade on the shores of Lake Erie; ho
was, -however, not a manufacturer,
but an exporter of the raw material
to American manufacturers on the
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other side of the Lakes, and therefore
he, of course, wanted to run off as
much of our raw material as possible.
Some time ago there was a duty im-
posed by Canada of $2 on each log
exported. The hon. member for North
Norfolk being a somewhat influential
supporter of, at that time, an unrea-
sonably strong Government, coolly
proposed, in order to float his oak logs
and staves from Norfblle to the other
side of the river, to remove the duty
and thus punish Canadian manufac-
turers. The consequence of the
adoption of such a proposal would
have been that, instead of the logs
being sawn at Ottawa, the logs would
have been taken to the United States
and there manufactured. The niatter
was, however, compromised. That
hon. member afterwards became a
Free-crader, because he wanted to
Lring American lumber to Quebec to
compete with that manufactured in
Canada. The Dominion was only
in its infancy in regard to manu-
factures. If by adopting the free-
trade policy of the Government we
would only encourage not exotics, but
such articles as could be legitimately
produced by the country, was there
any article which was native to the
soil or in which we had a better chance
of competing with the world more than
in manufactured lumber? There was
no article which could be manufactured
in Canada better than lumber, yet the
manufacture was in the infancy. We
did not manufacture lumber, though
everything made of wood should be
manufactured in the Ottawa Valley,
and the people should not only obtain
the value of the raw material, but also
the profits from its manufacture. He
believed the present policy of the
Government was entirely erroneous.
The hon. member for Arthabaska (Mr.
Laurier) had taken exception to the
action of the hon. member for Stan-
stead (Mr. Colby) with regard to the
reduction of the duty on petroleum.
They of the Opposition declared that,
while they wcre Protectionists they
did not require over-protection. That
was a great mistake, and the Govern-
ment was false to its political principles
when they allowed what was not
protection or free trade but simply a
monopoly.

Mr. WRIGHT.

Mr. BROUSE moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

Motion to adjourn debate agreed to.
House adjourned at

Ten minutes after
Twelve o'clock.

IlOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday 23rd Mfarch, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

MARTHA JEMIMA IIAWKSHAW
HOLIWELL DIVORCE BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr CAMERON moved :
" That Bill (No. 93) (from the Senate)

For the Relief of Martha Jeniina Hawkshaw
Holiwell be now read the first time."

Question put and motion aqreed to on
the following Division

YEAS

Messieurs
Archibald Kirk
Aylmer Kirkpatrick
Bain Little
Bertram Macdonald (Kingston)
Biggar Macdonald (Centre
Blackburn Toronto)
Blain McDougall(S.Renfrew)
Blake - MacKay (Cape Breton)
Borden McKay (Colchester)
Bowell Mackenzie
Bowman Macmillan
Brouse McCallum
Browu McCarthy
Buell McCraney
Burk MeGregor
Burpee (St. John) McLeod
Burpee (Sunbury) McNab
Cameron McQuade
Campbell Metcalfe
Carmichael Mills
Cartwright Mitchell
Casey Moffat
Charlton Monteith
Christie Oliver
Church Palmer
Cockburn Paterson
Cook Pettea
Davies Platt
Dawson Plumb
DeCosmos Pope (Queens, P. E.)
Dewdney Robinson
Dymond Rochester
Ferris Ross (East Durham)
Fleming Rosi (W. Middlesex)
Fraser Ros: (Prince Edward)
Galbraith Schultz
Gibbs (North Ontario) Scriver
Gibbs (South Ontario) Sinclair
Gibson Smith (Westmoreland)
Gillies Thompson(Haldimand)
Gillmor ""Trow
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Goudge
Guthrie
Haggart
Hall
Horton
Kerr
Killam

Tupper
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
White (N. Renfrew)
Workman
Young.-94.

Messieurs
Baby
Bannatyne
Barthe
Béchard
Benoit
Bernier
Blanchet
Bolduc
Brooks
Caron
Casgrain
Cauchon
Cheval
Cimon
Colby
C ostigi n
Coupa!
Cuthbert
Daoust
Delorme
Desjardins
De St. Georges
Fiset
Flynn
Fréchette
Gaudet

Mr. CAMERON

Harwood
Holton
Hurteau
Jetté
Jones"(Halifax)
Jones (S. Leeds)
Lajoie
Lanthier
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
McDonald(Cape Breton)
McDougall (Three Riv.)
MeIntyre
McIsaac
Masson
Montplaisir
Mousseau
Pinsonneault
Pope (Compton)
Pouliot
Richard
Robillard
Robitaille
Short
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thibaudeau.-54.

moved that the Bill
be referred to a Select Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER said he thought the
understanding was that the House
should adhere to the rule relating to
Private Bills. and that the reference
should be after the second reading.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
his opinion was that the wish of the
louse was that such Bills should be

referred after the first reading.
Mr. HOLTON said the matter was

up for discussion the other day. It
vas found that the practice of refer-

ring after the first reading arose when
the rales required the reference of all
Private Bills after the first reading.
le thought those Bills were especially
(f the nature of Private Bills and
ought to follow the ordinary course.

Mr. BLAKE said the impression of
Ihe House seemed to be, that the
Hlouse should not depart fron the eus-
tonary practice. His own opinion
was that Divorce Bills were of an ex-
eeptional nature, and ought to be
refet'ed to Select Committees. It
inight be as well t> continue the

striking of the Committee after the
first reading for the present, and a
special rule might be made at the
commencement of the next Session.

Mr. HOLTON said that it was dis-
closed in the previous discussion that
a motion had to be made to bring the
Bill reported back to the Orders. He
thought it would be more convenient
to follow the ordinary practice in re-
gard to Private Bills.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought it would be well to make a
special rule, as suggested by the hon.
the Minister of Justice.

Mr. PALMER said ho was in favour
of adhering to the regular practice.
It was the ordinary rule that the
principle of a Bill was affirmed upon
the second reading.

Mr. HOLTON said Private Bills
were not affirmed until they came back
from Committee.

Mr. PALMER said, if that was the
case, it made little difference whether
the Bis went after the first or second
reading.

Mr. SPEAKER said, according to
May, the second reading affirmed the
principle conditionally.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said it would
be inconvenient to adopt a different
practice every day. It was decided on
Monday that the|reference should be
after the first reading, and it would be
better to adhere to that practice now.

Mr. HOLTON said the hon. mem-
ber for North Victoria (Mr. Cameron)
could not get his Bill back on the
Orders without giving two days'
notice, which might take three weeks
to reach. So convineed was lie as to
the eorrectness of the procedure lie
had recommended, that ho would be
much inclined to insist on that notice
being given, in order to bring the Bill
back on the Orders.

Mr. CAMERON said this was purely
a question of practice, which ought to
be settled uniformly. He would move
that the Bill be road the second time
on Monday.

Motion agreed to on the same divi-
sion.
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POSTUASTER AT LITTLE
NARROWS.

EXPLANATIONS.

Mr. CAMPBELL said he rose to a
question of privilege. He had 'had
occasion to complain of an injustice
done to one of his constituents by the
Government, who had removed him
from the office of postmaster for
political reasons. He had reason to
believe that this gentleman had told
him the truth, as ho was a very res-
pectable person; but, to his own great
surprise, up jumped the Postmaster-
General and stated that no such man
had ever been in office under the Gov-
ernment. Mr. Speaker then requested
him to withdraw his motion, and ho
had been laughed at by the House.
He had been non plussed, but ho did
not imagine for a moment that a man
holding such a high position as the
Postmaster-General would come before
the House and before the country and
make such a bold statement unless
supported therein by the facts. After
submitting to this painful operation, ho
had gone to the Post Office Depart-
ment, and ho had not been there five
minutes when lie discovéred, to his
surprise, that such an officer had been
appointed, and that such a post-office
was in existence. ie obtained the
papers and waited for some time in
the expectation that the Postmaster-
General would not think it beneath his
dignity to make the amende honorable,
and say he had been mistaken, reliev-
ing himself of the responsibility and
odium which had been thrown upon him
In the papers ho found a petition
from the inhabitants of the south side
of Little Narrows, asking for the estab-
lishment of a way officer among them,
and recommending this very post-
master for the appointment. There
was also a letter from a then member
of the Government, Hon. Wm. Ross,
which ho would read. It was as fol-
lows

"OTTAWA, 20th April, 1874.

" DEAR SIR,-I enclose petition for Way
Office, Sonth Side, Little Crossing. Victoria
county-Malcolm Matheson to beWay Office
Keeper. This office was promised by me,
and I hope will be granted; line is already

Mr. CAMERoN.

established, and postnan passes tri-weekly
on the road where office is required.

" Yours truly,
(Signed) " W. Ross

"The Honourable
" The Postmaster-General."

"MEMoRANDU.-S:>me time ago I recou.
mended Malcolm Matbeson to be Way-offlce
keeper, South Side, Little Narrows, Victoria,
Cape Breton, and afterwards desired it to be
laid over for further information. Since then
I am satisfied that the office is wanted, and
that therefore I would recommend the
appointment to be made, to be called Mathe.
son's Way Office, if none other by that name.

(Signed) "W. Ross."

There was also a letter from Mr.
Woodgate, Post Office Inspector at
Halifax, dated in July, as follows :-

" PosT OFFICE INSPEcTOR's OFFICE,
" HALIFA X, 27th July, 1874.

"SiR,-I beg to enclose a communication
from the Hon. W. Ross, Minister of Militia,
asking that the Way Office at South Side,
Little Narrows, established at Malcolii
Matheson's under your authority, No. 725, of
the 25th of April last, may be transferred to
John Matheson, the appointment of the for
mer person having been made by mnistake.
I have informed kr. Ross that the iatter
would be submitted to your decision.

"I have the honour to be, Sir,
" Your obedient servant,

(Signed) "A. WooDaxiTz.

"The Honourable
" The Postmas'er-General,

" Ottawa."

On this letter was entered the fol-
lowing memorandum:-

(" No. 670.)
" Instruct Inspector to place -this Way

Office in charge of John Matheson, and
explain to Mr. Malcolm Matheson that his
name was inserted in the appointment bY
mistake, and that the P. M. G. hopes that
the error has not caused hini inconvenience.

(Signrd) " W. H. G.

31st Julv."

Another letter had been written by
Mr. Ross, when down to buy cattie and
find out who had voted for and against
him. fie was informed that a nigh-
bour had told Mr. Ross that this man,
Malcolm Mathoson, had voted against
him. Thereupon, Mr. Ross wrote the
following letter :-

" NRTI SYDNEY, July 17, 1874.
" A. Woodgate, Esq.

'DEAR SIR,-Some mistake was made by
me in appointing Malcolm Matheson, way-
office keeper, Little Narrows. I thought
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ihat there was two places to be provided for,
but now I find that John Matheson and Mal-
colm are for the same place. Please have
Malcolm's appointment cancelled, and John
Matheson's confirmed. Telegraph Elmsley
not to make any mails up for Malcolm
Matheson. When I go to Ottawa, I will then
see what will be done to abolish Malcolm's
appointment; unless you can at once deal
with the case there. I heard at Baddeck
that there was to be some new arrangement
between there and New Campbellton, giving
them two mails each week direct. I heard
nothing of this, or any change up to the
time of my leaving If any changes are in
process, please inform me what they are;
but, in the meantime, confirm John Mathe-
son 's appointment.

"Yours truly,
(Signed) "W. Ross."

Mr. MACKENZIE said he rose to a
question of order. It was utterly
impossible to consider this a question
of privilege. The hon. gentleman was
taking up the whole time of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER said he had presumed
that the hon. gentleman wished to
make a brief personal explanation.
This was not, however, a question of
privilege.

Mr. BOWELL said tiat the hon.
gentleman had accomplished the object
he had in view. The hon. gentleman
had moved for papers which the Post-
master-General said were not in exist-
ence.

Some HON. GENTLEMEN: No, no.
Mr. BOWELL said he begged hon.

gentlemen's pardon. The hon. gentle-
man had gone to the Departnent and
obtained the papers, which he had read
to the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman
lias not correctly stated the case. The
Postmaster-General did not say that
there was no correspondence.

Mr. BOWELL said he had not said
80; but the hon. gentleman stated ho
had asked for papers which the Post-
master-General had said were not in
existence.

Mr. CAMPBELL said he had stated
that the Postmaster-General said that
there were no such papers.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said ho dared
Say the pleasure of proving that the
Postmaster-General had risen in his
place deliberately and stated a false-
hood was delightful to hon. gentlemen

opposite. He had informed the hon.
gentlemen in the most courteous terms,
that there was no such postmaster ;
and he had politely asked the hon.
gentleman to corne to his office next day
in order that the hon. gentleman's
misapprehension might be removed.
The hon. gentleman came to the
Delpartment and got his information,
and he had brought down the noces-
sary papers. The hon. gentleman
now charged him with falsehood, but
he would inform the House that,
when the hon. gentleman brought the
matter fairly before the House, ho
was prepared to vindicate the case on
its merits. He had told the hon. gen-
tleman the exact truth, and he had
treated the hon. gentleman as ho was,
bound to treat every member of Par-
liament-courteously; but he was not
bound to continue that treatment to
the hon. gentleman, whether ho knew
how to reciprocate it or not.

Mr. MITCHELL said ho only
wanted to say one word on the subject.

Some HON. GENTLEMEN: Order.
Mr. SPEAKER said the hon. gen-

tieman was out of order. It was
never permitted to other hon. gentle-
men to interpose on such a subject.

Mr. MITCH1BLL said that perhaps,
the Speaker was a little out of order,
himself in prejudging what ho was
about to utter. He had only wished
to say that his old friend from Vic-
toria, an honest and independent
representative, as everybody knew,
was difficult of hearing, and that the
hon. gentleman often misunderstood
what was stated in the Louse. The
hon. gentleman consequently could
not place himself as clearly before the
House as his real talent and ability,
under other circumstances, would per-
mit. He would tell hon. gentlemen
opposite that they woke up the wroig
passenger when they attempted to>
compel him to refrain from speaking.

Mr. SPEAKER said the hon. mcm-
ber from Northumberland was entirely
mistaken. It was highly improper for
that hon. gentleman to interpose under
such circumstances. As to the hon. gen-
tleman from Victoria, ho had extended
to him (Mr. Campbell) the utmost
possible latitude in consequence of the,
hon. gentleman's infirmity.
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THE DUTY ON MALT.

QUESTION.

Mr. ROCHESTER asked when in-
structions had been issued from the In-
land Revenue Department, placing the
additional duty on malt. He had put
this question a week or two ago. .

Mr. LAFLAMME said the duty went
into effect the very day when the reso-
lutions were proposed to the House.

Mr. ROCHESTER said the reason
he had enquired was that ho knew in-
structions were sent from the Depart.
ment dating the duty back to the 15th
of February, instead of the 20th.

Mr. LAFLAMME said a letter had
been recoived frorm the hon. gentleman
with respect to some matter of this de-
scription.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he had writ-
ton no such letter to the Department.

Mr. LAFLAMME said that the hon.
gentleman's name was attached to such
a letter received by the Department.

WAYS AND MEANS-CONCUR-
RENCE-THE TARIFF.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming 9djourned debate
-on the proposed motion of Mr. Cart-
wright for the second reading of Reso-
lution 1, reported from the Committee
of Ways and Means, the motion of Sir
John A. Macdonald in amendment
thereto, and the motion of Mr. Orton
in amendment to the said proposed
amendment, read.

Mr. BROUSE said the county he
represented being deeply interested in
this question, ho felt it his duty to
make a few remarks. When the ques-
tion of protection was before the
House last Session ho felt it his duty
to vote for the motion of the hon.
nember for West Montreal, whore ho

declared it to be the duty of the Gov-
ernment to support the manufacturing
interests of the country. During the
present debate, ho had listened very
attentively to see if ho could ascertain
any reason for supporting the motion
now made. When the substantive mo-
tion of the hon. member for Hamilton
(Mr. Wood), was bronght before the
House, ho felt it his duty to record his

Mr. SPEAKER. 1

vote in favour of the principle of pro-
tection to our infant manufactures,
under the circumstances in which they
were placed. He would here premise
by saying that in the abstract he
favoured the principle of free trade.
He dosired to soe commercial relations
carried on between Canada and the
United States properly and equally,
but ho was unprepared to say that he
was a Free-trador when the American
Govern ment were not willing to extend
like fair play to us. Therefore, ho was
strongly of the impression that the
Government should so readjust the
tariff as that the industries of this
country should be protected. le might
be asked to name the articles on which
ho would give increased duties. The
two articles ho would name especially
would be those manufactured from iron
and wood. It would be readily admitted
that, if this country was to rise to its
just position, it would have to be
unwilling to bow down to its neigh-
bours on every occasion. The hon.
member for North Norfolk (Mr.
Charlton) had said that, admitting that
protection would bring a large new
population into this country, say
150,000, yet that would be counter-
balanced by the cost of protection to
Canada amounting to $19.000,000. But
the hon. gentleman did not follow out
his argument to its legitiniato con-
clusion, for, if, according to tho estimate
generally laid down, each immigrant
was worth on the average $1,000 to
the country, thon the 150,000 would be
worth, on the whole, $150,000,000. A
strong argument was made by the hon.
member for Frontenac (Mr. Kirk-
patrick) when ho said that four or five
lumber dealers in this city sent their
lumber to the United States to have it
dressed. Now, if a sufficient duty
was placed on dressed lumber comflng
fromi the United States, the money
spent on the dressing would be spent IL
this country. He was propared to sup-
port any Governmont-he did not care
what Government it was-which
would, under existing circumstanceS,
foster and nourish the manufactures of
the country. But ho was not prepared
to go as far as the motion of the hon.
member for Centre Wellington (Mr.
Orton), in that it must be attached to
the question proposed by the hon.
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member for Hamilton. In his opinion
the two questions were different, and
while he was prepared to support pro-
tection to manufactures,he did not think
the question of protection to farmers
should bc brought forward in the House.
Were it not for the motion of the hon.
member for Centre Wellington and
the subsequent remarks, he would
have remained silent in the debate.
He represented a county which was
manufacturing to a certain extent, and
which was largely interested in agricul-
ture. The county was peculiarly situated
along the St. Lawrence, and was much
interested in the question of tariff
between Canada and the United States.
le had ascertained certain facts in

order to see if fiarmers required protec-
tion. It had been particularly repre-
sented that a duty should be placed
on American corn. From a synopsis
of returns on the subject, which he had
prepared, it appeared that in 1875 we
imported 12,203,447 bushels of grain,
and exported 22,218,916 bushels; there
being an excess of exportation over
importation of 10,000,000 bushels. In
1876 we imported 12,837,648 bushels,
and exported 29,006.361, leaving over
16,168,717 bushels of excess of expor-
tation over importation. M uch had been
said about the advisability of placing
a duty on wheat. He could not under-
stand how whcat imported could affect
the market in this country, since, prac-
tically, the Canadian market for wheat
was in England, the same as was the
United States market. We exported,
last year, 3,000,234 bushels of wheat
more than we consumed, and all the
surplus went to England ; and thus,
any wheat brought into the country
did not compete with the local market.
The hon. member for Centre Welling-
ton alluded principally to coarse grain.
In 1875 we imported into Canada
294,623 bushels of coarse grain, other
than of wheat or corn. We exported
that same year, 11,386,747 bushels. In
1876 we imported 714,938 bushels of
coarse grain, and we exported
15,287,000 -bushels. The small amount
of coarse grain was, probably, sent into
the smaller Provinces, such as British
Columbia ; and ho could easily under-
stand how British Columbia would ask
for protection to their farmers. But
he felt sure the Ontario and Quebec

markets in coarse grain were not
affected by importations from the
United States. Stress had also
been laid upon the necessity of
imposing a duty on corn, and
thus, by forcing distillers to use
Canadian barley, to create a market
for il. In 1875 we imported 3,679,746
bushels of corn, and we exported
2,080,090 bushels; and in 1876 we
imported 3,635,528 bushels, and ex-
ported 2,047,040 bushels. Thus it
would be seen that corn was the only
grain of which there was an oxcess of
importation over exportation. The
argument was that if a duty of 10c.,
15c., or 20c. a bushel was placed upon
corn, Canadian distillers would use
Canadian barley. He made bold to
say that whiskey could not be made
out of barley, but it could be made out
of malt. He had letters from different
distillers saying that the duty already
on corn was extravagant, for on every
bushel of corn used the distiller had to
pay a total tax of $2.70. He had
addressed a letter to Messrs. Gooderham
and Worts, in which he asked: " If 10c.,
15c. or 20c. is placed upon corn,
would you or could you use barley ? "
and the reply was: "Ilt cannot be
done.' He also had a letter from Mr.
Weiser, a large distiller, who paid
between $2,000 and $3,000 a day for
duty, and he was of the same opinion
as Gooderham and Worts. If that
argument was correct, and if hon. gen-
tlemen could show him that distillers
such as Gooderham and Worts and Mr.
Weiser were satisfied that that could
be done, lie would vote for the amend-
ment. But it could not be done, and
it was useless for hon. members to
attempt to throw dust in the eyes of
the farmers by striving to show them
that they would benefit in that regard.
As to the statement of the hon. mem-
ber for Carleton, who had declared that
whiskey could be made from barley, ho
was satisfied that such could not be
done beyond a limited extent. No
doubt, with his teetotal views, that hon.
gentleman would think it was a good
way to get rid of the consumption of
whiskey in the country. He agreed
with the hon. member, and would go as
far as he would in that direction, but,
when men were licensed to manufac-
ture a certain article, Parliament should
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not turn round and tell them that they
should not use a certain article in their
trade when they would be crippled by
the restriction. That would be a sin-
gular way to protect and foster the
manufacturing interests of the country.
The manufacture of starch was one of
the interests in the county he repre-
sented, where there was the largest
establishment of that class in the
Dominion. He had been asked to
support the motion submitted by the
lion. member for Hamilton (Mr. Wood)
and to declare that it was the duty of
the Government to support the indus-
tries of the country. Hon. gentlemen
opposite would move a resolution which
would- support starch manufacturers in
this country, but they would after-
wards submit a motion setting forth
that a heavy duty must be placed on
an article which entered into the manu-
facture of that starch. They would
say that a specific duty of two cents
should be placed on the corn which
came in free from the United States,
and they would afterwards turn round
and say that a duty of 10c., 15c. or 20c.
must ho levied on every bushel
of corn which entered into the manufac-
ture of starch. The manufactory atSouth
Grenville would not exist one week
if the proposed resolution were put in
force. It was important that they
should consider the agricultural pro-
ducts of Canada and the market for
them especially in view of the statement
as to the large amount of products i m-
ported from the United States. During
1876 there were imported 1,225 horses,
of which British Columbia took 728
and Manitoba 110, leaving 387 for other
Provinces - the large Province of
Ontario receiving only 174-while
we exported 4,100. Of horned cattle,
there were imported 4,580, British
Columbia taking 1,187, Manitoba 3,025,
leaving 368 for ail the other Provinces,
while we exported 39,000. Of sheep,
there were imported 8,690, British Co-
lumbia taking 8,409, and Manitoba 268,
leaving all the other Provinces 13-of
which Ontario received three animais,
of the value of $7-while we exported
242,438. Of eggs -we imported
8,456 dozen, while the four villages
along the St. Lawrence exported in
1874, 1,130,000 dozen, and the whole
eountry last year exported 3,521,000

Mr. BRoUsE.

dozen. Those were important facts.
Hon. gentlemen opposite, when they
referred to the products brought into
the country, refrained from stating the
exports. The Provinces of Britisli
Columbia and Manitoba no doubt
inported largely of American produce,
but the surplus products of the older
Provinces found an outside market,
for they produced far more than they
consumed. In order to understand
fully how far the question might affect
the country they must consider indivi
dual cases. On a previous occasion,
he had laid before the House the pro.
ductions of the towns along the river
St. Lawrence, from Brockville down to
the Province line, a distance of 100
miles. le had obtained from the Hon.
Clifford Stanley Sims, American
Consul for the district of Prescott,
a statement of the exports from that
district during the years 1875 and
1876, the district comprising Prescott.
Brockville, Cornwall and Morrisburgh.
The statement was as follows:

DESCRIPTION. 1875.
Aniials, live... .. ... $325,282 03
Butter, eggs, &c... ... 312,66Z 90
Furs, skins and hides 72,805 40
Grain ........... 71,48042
Hou-eholdeffects.... 27,30550
Lumber, s hin gles,

laths, &c...... 1,510,046 02
Meat and poultry .... 11,569 24
Miscellaneous ....... 129,832 23
Products of the Mine.. 5,779 50
Tinber, logs, &c.... 45,496 28
Wood .... ....... 117,092 36

$2,629,356 88

1876.
$ 516,170

160,620
62,56S
48,363
31,198

1,412,096
12,440
99,444
1,228

19,742
48,407

$1,112,276

He asked the Consul what quantity
of those products returned to this coun-
try, to which he replied nothing that
ho knew of. It was true that Canada
paid a large amount into the treasury
of the United States for placing those
goods in the American market; but
thero was no other market open to US,
and the great question with the farmers
at present was how they could open
the American market for the produce
of our soil ? That brought him to
notice the question asked as to how we
lost the free market of the United
States that we once possessed, and
whether hon. gentlemen opposite, Or
this Government, were responsible for
it. He charged the Tory Party as
being directly responsible for the abro-
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gation of the Reciprocity Treaty with 1
the United States, under which our
products freely entered that country.
When the United States was struggling
for existence during the civil war,
there was not a Tory in Canada who
did not sympathize largely with the
people of the South, and hoped that
the Union wouild be broken up.

Mr. BOWELL: The member for
Montreal West vas a member of the
party then.

Mr. BROUSE said a vriter iu the
INew York JHerald said:

"It is unnecessary to revert to the acts of
tie Canadian Governineut, which inade the
Reciprocity Treaty unpopular with the peo-
ple o4 thie U nited 'States, and indticed its ab-
r ogation."

This was the best authority he could
,sui[bmit to the Housc, and it stated a
fate, he did not care who endeavoured
to refute it. The countryhad suffered.
¾argely because of the action of the
Tory Party and t'heir sympathy with
the Southern rebellion. The writer in
the New York Herald further said:

"It is sufficient that, on this side of the
line, we are villing to extend the hand of
brotherhood to our neighbours for ail coi-
mercial purposes, andi to give to the indus-
tries of both countries all the advantages
which we believe Free Trade would insure."

There was a large body of people in
the United States who were anxious to
,give Canada reciprocity and to engage
in commercial relations with ber, and
it was the duty of the Dominion Gov-
ern ment to make every -txertion to
open the markets of the United States
to our farmers. We should not, snail-
üke, shut ourselves into our shell,
thinking we eould live thore without
the surrounding people. We raised a
large surplus of the products of the
soil, and naturally looked to the other
side of the line for a market. He was
gl ad to say that a market for some of

our produce, especially for beef was
being opened up in the mother country,
and ho bolieved Prescott was the first
to isend a consignment. A dealer there
exportod 500 head of cattle, distillery-
fed, and made from $ 10,000 to $12,000
profit by the transaction. The same
gentleman was now negotiating for the
purchase of 1,000 head, and ho hoped
he would be as successful as ho was the
previons year. He had given one rea;

son why we were compelled to pay so
large an amount into the Treasury of
the United States in the shape of ex-
port duties on our products entering
that country, vhich reason would be
sufficient to satisfy the majority of the
people in this country; but there was
still another reason. We possessed a
key that would have unlocked the
market of the United States-a lever
that would have opened the door to
our farming products-but lie regret-
ted to say that tho right hon. member
for Kingston, who went to Washington,
gave away that power. He trusted
that a better feeling might prevail
between the two courtries, and it was
for that very reason that ho favoured
protect ion for our manufactures, especi-
ally on goods brought here whieh we
ourselves could manufacture. But we
could not produce the corn, and we
must have it, and it would therefore be
useless to injure ourselves by placing
a large duty on it in order to injure our
neighbours. He was willing to force
the Americans, as far as was in our
power, by placing a heavy duty upon
their products imported here and pro-
teet our manufactures, for he believed
we could not obtain free trade between
the two countries if we became supine
and al'owed the Americans to bring
manufactures into this country, while
our people did not meet them on the
sanme terms. He was, therefore, pre-
pared to take that position in regard
to manufactures, and, on the other
hand, lie vas prepared to assist in
every possible way to open the mar-
kets of the United States to our agri.
cultural products. Thus, ho would
vote against the Government on the
first question, and with them on the
next. He was surprised last night to
hear the reason given for his vote by
the hon. member for King's, namely,
that he would vote for protection
because he had no confidence in the
Government. Whon an hon. member
of the Opposition r9se in his place and
gave that as his reasons for voting
against the Government, ho was not
prepared to adopt it ; and, while lie
would oppose the Government on the
question of protection to manufactures,
he did not consider that the two ques-
tions, manufacturing and agricultural
interests, went side by side.
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Mr. McCALLUM said ho understood
from the hon. member for South
Grenville that he was in favour of
protection to manufactures and not to
agricultural interests, but Canadian
farmers would not sanction such a
policy. The hon. member had declared
that we must not impose a duty on
imported corn, that it was roquired for
the manufacture of whiskey. If the
hon. gentleman were an agriculturist,
ho would have known there were
thousands of acres of land suitable for
the growth of rye from which whiskey
could be produced. Moreover, rye,
owing to ceorn coming in free of duty,
had never roalized its proper value.
The hon. member for South Grenville
had stated that the right hon. member
for Kingston was the cause of Canada
losing reciprocity with the United
States, and also that it was due to
the sympathy of a portion of the
people with the South during the
American civil war. The large majority
of the people of the Dominion
sympathised with the Northern States
at the beginning of the war; but,
when they insulted the British Flag,
and took Messrs. Mason and Slidoll
from the Trent, there was a change in
the feeling of this country, and it was
somewhat strange that the hon. mem-
ber for South Grenville was so cold as
not to have changed his feelings. We
found the Northern States more than
sympathy, viz: the bone and muscle
of our young men to fight their wars.
As the representative of an agricul-
tural constituency, and as an agricul-
turist, he (Mr. McCallum) affirmed
that the interests of this country in re-
gard to agricultural products had been
injured by the existing arrangement
between the two countries. Besides,
it was offering a premium to our
farmers to lave Canada and settle in
the United States. Everyone would
concur in the desire expressed by the
hon. member for South Grenville that
the population of the country should
be increased. As the result of the
existing arrangement, ho, as the re-
presentative of a county close to the
frontier, was able to state that if a
farmer left the Dominion and went to
the United States ho had access to two
markets for the productions of his
labour-the American and the Cana-

Mr. BRousi.

dian markets. What the Canadian
farmers complained of was that, in
the case of a short crop in the United
States and a largo one in the Domin-
ion, when we sent our products over
the line a duty of 20c. or 25c. on
the dollar was imposed on thom. The
House would agree with him-at any
rate the agriciltural members would-
that if the farmer had a short crop he
wanted a fair price to enable him to
pay his hired help, his municipa!
taxation, his shoemaker, blacksniith,
tailor, etc. But what was the faàct?
The very moment there was a large
crop in the United States, the Ameri-
cans swamped the Canadian markets
with their grain. Men were leaving
Canada for the United States in order
that they might avail themselves cf
two markets. Under the present
tariff we were losing a large number
of farmers, and also young men wh
%vent across the border to engage in
the varions industries of that country
le thought ho was speaking the
sentiments of the agricultural popula-
tion when ho said they were in favour
of more protection to the manufactur-
ing and mining interests, and at the
same time desired protection them-
selves against the unfair competition
of our neighbours. The hon. the
Minister of the Interior said in his
recent speech:

" The Finance Minister set down the doc-
trine that the more we imported the better
we were off. That might be true if what we
iinported were paid for."

The pith of the hon. gentleman's
argument was all in the " if." There
was an old saying that " if 'ifs' and
' ands ' were pous and pans, what
would tinkers do ?" He had taken the
trouble of collecting statistics which,
in his opinion, would show that the
excess of imports over exports were
not paid for; and that the trade of this
country iwas not in au encouragiflg
condition, and had not been for some
time. In 1851 the balance of' trade
against us was $7,470,070; in 1852 it
was 85,979,856. He was speaking now
of the two Provinces of Canada, and
not of the Lower Provinces. In 1853
the balance against us was $9,180,136;
1854, $17,510,135; 1855, 67,897,708;
1856, $11,537,370; 1857, $12,423,974 ;
1858, $5,605,918; 1859, $8,788,180.
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The only year in which he found there
was not a large balance against us, was
in 1860, when there was $190,271 in
our favour. But he would go a little
further. In 1861 the balance against
us was 86,435,638; in 1862 it was
$15,004,508; 1863, $4,132,970; 1864,
and part of 1865, $15,685,954.; 1866,
$3,520,028; 1867, $13,974,763; 1868,
$15,951,756 ; 1869, $9,940,484; 1870,
$1,230,839 ; 1871, $21,929,343; 1872,
$28,791,619; 1873, $47,221,360; 1874,
$39,861,654; 1875, $41,728,681; 1876,
$13,806,783. How were We paying
those balances? The hon. the Ministea
of the Interior said they were made up
by some kind of speculation ; that what
we exported came back to us in
increased profits. This balance, he
admitted, might be reduced by what-
ever profits our vessels made over and
above their expenses, and that was all
we had to pay the balance with; and
he would venture to say that even the
Minister of Interior would acknowledge
that it was nothing like sufficient to
pay this enormous balance against us,
which, he considered, the country was
mortgaged for. Was it not, therefore,
the duty of the Government to foster
and encourage the manufacturing,
agricultural and mining interests in
order that we might endeavour to keep
our expenditure within the income,
and keep our money in the country,
instead of draining the gold of our
country to pay these balances against
us? lon. members had tried to make
out that protection had been injurious to
the United States. He had taken some
little pains to ascertain what were the
real facts, and he had arrived at the
conclusion that that country was not
in the bad condition some hon. gentle-
men supposed. The total balance of
trade against Ontario and Quebec was
$365,635,477. For 17 years previous
to Confederation there was a balance
against Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick of $72,158,812, which made a total
balance against the Dominion during
the 25 years of $427,794,269 The
population of the United States was
40,000,000, while Canada could only
lay claim to 4,000,000. The balance
against that country during the same
period was $299,033,250, an average of
$11,961,430 per annum ; while the
average balance against the Dominion

60

with only four millions of people was
$16,711,770. Yet, in spite of those
figures, we were told that Canada would
be injured if she copied the United
States. If the balance of trade against
that country had been the same in
proportion to .population as it was
against us, it would have been ten times
as great annually, viz, $167,117,700, or,
in the 25 years, a total of$4,277,942,690.
But during the last few years the
balance had been steadily in favour of
the United States. For the last ton
years there had been an actual halance
in their favour of $129,000,000, one
effect of which had been to raise their
currency almost to par. Morover, the
exports of the United States had
increased from $136,941,912 in 1850 to
$643,094,788 in 1875. Not only had
the Americans prospered under a
protective tariff, but they had been
enabled in the face of a 172 per cent.
tariff to slaughter goods in our markets.
Besides that, this extraordinary and
energetic people could send their goods
3,000 miles across the ocean and com-
pete successfully with the English in
their own markets. Referenco
had been made to the Reciprocity
Treaty. He thought that while
that treaty was in existence the
Americans had the better of us.
From 1854 to 1863 the balance of trade
in their favour was $39,847,199. But
reciprocity was undoubtedly favourable
to this country, as we sent more free
goods into the United States than
were sent into Canada. in 1876 he
found that the balance against this
country, and in favour of the United
States, was $19,976,716. le asked
the hon. member for Grenville a ques-
lion in relation to this, but had re-
ceived no reply. The bon. gentleman
evaded the question, and it was to be
inferred that 1e could not answer in
such a way astothrow discredit on the
protective system. About $24,730,371
from the Jnited States came frce
into Canada, and into direct competi-
tion with the Canadian industries in
our own markets; and the tariff which
allowed such a state of things could, ho
was sure, not be called a beneficial one.
The people were suffering now on this
account, and some remedy ought to be
speedly adopted. It was desirable
that our population should increase-
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that we should bring immigrants to
help to develop the resources of the
country. lie regretted that our popu-
lation did not increase in the ratio
which ho should like to see. HUe did
not wish to say anything disparaging
to the hon. member for South Perth.
The hon. gentleman should bring
bis influence-which was not small-
to bear upon the Government to induce
them to adopt a policy which would
give employment to the immigrants
the hon. gentleman was endeavouring
to bring into the country. He was
satisfied that, under the present circum-
stances, our immigration system only
served as a feeder to increase the
population of the United States to our
own injury. He had statistics regard-
ing the increase of the American
population as far back as 1790,
but he would only use them for
the period between 1860 and 1870,
when that country had gone through a
great and disastrous war,which had cost
850,000 mon their lives, 350,000 for the
South,and 500,000 for theNorth.Despite
this fact, between 1860 and 1870 the
population of the United States had
been increased 7,526,298, or twenty-four
per cent., under the protective system.
H1e wished to draw the attention of the
Minister of the Interior to this circum-
stance. The hon. gentleman should
feel proud to copy the example
of such a people. He had similar
statistics with reference to Great
Britain dating as far back as 1811, but
le would confine himself in this partie-
ular to the poriod between 1861 and
1871. In the former year the popula-
tion of Great Britain was 29,296,946,
and in 1871 31,628,338, the increase
having amounted to 2,358,391, about
eight per cent. He knew it would be
said this was no argument, as emigrants
had left Great Britain and gone to all
parts of the world, and, further, that
this country had so received an influx
of populatio&. This was the case, but
ho was sorry to say that we had been
unable to keep these immigrants in the
country. We, on the other hand, had
in 1861 a population of 3,250,000, and
in t871, a population of 3,845,929, the
increase being 595,929, or eighteenipcr
cent. The number of immigrants from
the United Kingdom and other
countries which had come to the
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Dominion during this period was
190,411. Subtracting this from the
increase mentioned 405,518 were
left, showing an increase during ten
years of less than 12J per cent., or less
than 1¼ per cent a year. But anybody
must know that our natural increase
was much greater than that, only they
left our country and went to the United
States. These facts startled him.
What was the cause of it ? It was
because we had no employment to offer
to our own people, and artizans and
others were obhged to seek
for it in the United States.
It was desirable to secure immigrants,
but it was also desirable to furnish
them with employment and keep them.
These were some of the questions
which should engage the attention of
the Government; they should attempt
to reduce the balance of trade existing
against us, and to diminish the public
expenditure. If any one, whether a
farmer or engaged in any other occu-
pation, lived beyond bis income, the
result was bankruptcy. And so it was
with this country. We were rapidly,
he was sorry to say, getting deeper
into the state of bankruptcy. The
Minister of the Interior had stated the
other night that only three sheep were
imported into Canada in 1876, but this
was incorrect. The figures for im-
portations in the returns were-for cat-
tle during 1876, 6,367 in number and
$164,491 in value ; for sheep, 11,856
in number and $23,240 in value, and
for swine, 10,419 in number and
$ 152,497 in value. We had also imported
green fruits to the value of $376,464.
le was aware that duties of 10 per
cent. were paid on these articles, but
the United States charged us 20 per1

cent. for the same. The Minister of Fin-
ance appeared to have taken some
trouble to fulfil the prophecy he (Mr.
Cartwright) made in 1874. He thought
ho could tell the hon. gentleman how
ie could secure sufficient revenue
without oppressing the people with
taxation while he assisted our indus-
tries. We imported free goods to the
value of $32,269,761; goods paying five
per cent. duty to the value of over
$4,133,000; and of goods paying 10 pe'
cent to the value of $2,191,762. Now, If
the fre list were charged 10 per cent.,
the five percent. duties were advanced
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to ten per cent. and the ten per cent.
to fifteen per cent., the change would
afford a revenue of $3,542,647. He
was aware of the fact that advance in
duties checked importations,but, if they
were reduced one half, the country
would still materially benefit from the
change, while our interests would at
the same time be protected.

Mr. JONES (Halifax): The free
goods in question are used by the
manufacturers.

Mr. McCALLUM replied that 24
million of the free goods came into
direct competition with our own indus-
tries as they were produced in this
country, and chiefly products of the
soil. In 1874, the Minister of Finance
had predicted a deficit, and the hon.
gentleman bad then set to work to
bring it about. They had now got it,
ýan4 of course the world knew that the
hon. gentleman was a prophet. If he
could only see the means by which
this result was reached, he could prove
to the people of this country that the
hon. gentleman had been ably assisted
in his undertaking. Departmental
expenditure had been largely increased
:since the advent of these hon. gentle-
mon to power; a large sum of money
had been lost on the steel rail trans-
action, the interest on which was
charged to revenue; a very consider-
able sum had been wasted in connection
with the Georgian Bay Branch Railway
contract; and over $100,000 had been
wasted with relation to the magnificent
water stretches so often mentioned.
The country would sec that the Gov-
ernment had materially aided the hon.
gentleman in making his prophecy of
1874 an accomplished fact.

Mr. SMITEI (Peel) said the question
before the House more especially
related to the amendment moved by
the hon. member for Centre Wellin-
ton in favour of protection for farmers.
There were few hon. members who did
lot take a deep interest in this class of

the community,and to them the farmers
of Canada, and of Ontario particularly,
owed a lasting debt of gratitude. IL
Would, however, be noticed that only
tWo or three members who were agri-
culturists had taken part in this dis-
eUssion. He was prepared to grant
that therc was some reason for what

6oi

had been said on this subject. The
farmers of Canada were certainly
placed at a disadvantage. When they
took grain to market, the merchant
fixed the price; if animals, the pur-
chasers generally set the price; and if
the article was farm produce, the buyer
usually did the same thing. Again, if
they employed the lawyer or the
doctor, they too followed the almost
universal example in this particular.
The farmers were placed at a decided
disadvantage, and perhaps it was not
to be wondered at that some gentlemen
took such a deep interest in those who
did not take an interest in themselves.
As other hon. members had spoken with
reference to their particular Province,
he would speak as to Ontario. From
that Province there were fifty-nine
memberswho supported the Administra-
tion, and would always vote against a
motion of want of confidence. lie found
that about thirty members of the
House were following agricultural
pursuits as a profession. Of these, a
little over a half were from the Pro-
vince of Ontario, of whom from 13 to
15 supported the Administration. It
was extraordinary, therefore, under the
circumstances, that hon. gentlemen
opposite pressed their motion. Far-
mers did not understand how it could
benefit them to have everything taxed.
On account of the duty on petroleum
the price had gone up from 20c. a
gallon to 25c., 30c., 35c. and 50c. a
gallon. Farners understood too well
that no tax which could be levied upon
grain would put one cent into their
pockets. The farmerb might not inter-
fere much in the business of the
country, but they understood their
own business too well to sanction
such a proposal. He desired to call
attention to the question of retaliation.
If the Americans had built a Chinese
wall against us they had also done it
against every other country. In 1860,
before they bad entered into perhaps
the greatest civil war which had ever
occurred, they only had the paltry
debt, for them, of $6,00,000, butin
four years it rose to $2,600,000,000,
which they determined to liquidate.
The first step was to impose a heavy
inland revenue tax, and, of course, as
they taxed their own productions they
had also to tax those productions which
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were .imported, otherwise their mar-
kets would be glutted with foreign
manufactures. Canada was treated by
the United States the same as any
other country, but if we applied
a special tariff to the United
States that country would have the
Bame right to apply a special tariff to us.
If we made a general increase in the
tariff, then we would have to inercase
the duty on articles coming from Great
Britain, and that iii spite of the fact
that we exported our surplus to British
ports. The farmers of Ontario neither
wanted protection on one article or
another, although, if it were necessary,
in order to carry on the business of the
country, to impose an increase of 20
or 25 per cent., they were willing to
pay it; but they were not willing to
pay it in order to benefit a few men
who had made princely fortunes as
manufacturers. The question of the
canals came into the consideration of
this subject. As was well known, our
system of oanals was the great high-
way from the West to the Atlantic. It
was about 350 miles from Port Col borne
to Montreal, in which distance there
were 72 miles of canals, with 54 locks.
But in order to reach New York from
the West, there were 70 locks, in a dis-
tance of 350 miles, requiring about two
weeks to traverse ; while it only took
three days to pass through the Cana-
dian canals. The Government did not
seem inclined to resign in accordance
with the request of the hon. member
for North Ontario (Mr. Gibbs), and he
did not think there was any chance of
their being voted out of office.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

PRIVATE BILL.
THIRD READING.

The follow.ing Bill was considered in
Committee of the Whole, reported,
read the third time, and passed:-

Bill (No. 16) respecting the Beaver
and Toronto Mutual Fire Insurance
Company.-Mr. Bowell.

Mr. SmITH.

ONS.] Business.

WALTER SCOTT DIVORCE BILL.
[BILL No. 84.]

(Mfr. Oliver.)
SECOND READING.

Mr. OLIVER moved that the Bihl
(No. 84) for the relief of Walter Scott,
be now read the second time.

Question put, and motion agreed to,
on the following division :-

YUAS:
Messieurs

Archibald Kirkpatrick
Aylmer Little
Bain Macdonald (Centre
Bertram Toronto)
Biggar McDougall (.Renfrew)
Blackburn MacKay (Cape Breton)
Borron McKay (Colchester)
Bowell Mackenzie
Bowman Macmillan
Brouse McOallum
Burk McCraney
Burpee (St. John) McGregor
Campbell McNab
Carmichael McQuade
Charlton Mills
Christie Moffat
Church Monteith
Cockburn Oliver
Dymond Orton
Farrow Paterson
Ferris Pickard
Fleming Plumb
Galbraith Pope (Queens, P.E.I.)
Gibbs (North Ontario) Rochester
Gibbs (South Ontario)Ross (East Durham)
Gibson Ross (Prince Edward>
Gillies Scatcherd
Gillmor Scriver
Goudge Shibley
Greenway Thompson (Cariboo)
Hagar Thompson (laldimand)
Hall, Trow
Higinbotham Tupper
Kerr Vail
Killam White (East Hasting)

-69.

Baby
Barthe
Béchard
Benoit
Bernier
Bolduc
Bourassa
Caron
Cauchon
Cheval
Cimon
Costigan
Coupal
Currier
Outhbert
Daoust
Delorme
Desjardins
he dt. Georges
Domville
Donahue
Fréchette

Bill read the

NATS:
Messieurs

Gaudet
Harwood
Holton
Hurteau
Lajoie
Lanthier
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
McDonald(CapeBreton)
MacDonnell
McGreevy
Masson
montplaisir
Mousseau
Ouimet
Pinsonneault
Pope (Compton)
Ridhard
Robitaille
Short
Taschereau
Thibaudeau.-44.

second time.
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MARY JANE BATES DIVORCE
BILL.

[BILL No. 85]

(11r. Trow.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. TROW moved that the Bill
No. 85) for the relief of Mary Jane

Bates, be now read the second time.
Question put, and motion agreed to,

on thefollowing division
YSAS:

Messieurs
Archibald
Aylmer
Bain
iertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Blain
Blake
Borden
Borron
Bowell
Bowman
Brouse
Buell
lurk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Cameron
Campbell
Carmichael
Charlton
,Christie
Church
Cockburn
Cook
C unningham
Dymond
Farrow
Ferris
Fleming
Forbes
Galbraith
Gibbs (North Ontario)
Cribbs (South Ontario)
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Greenway
Guthrie
Hagar
Haggart

Hliginbotham
Kerr
Killam

Baby
Bannatyne
Barthe
Benoit
Bernier
Blanchet
Bolduc
Bourassa
Boyer

Kirk
Kirkpatrick
Little
Macdonald (Kingston)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
Macdougall (EastElgin)
McDougall (S. Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
McKay (Colchester)
Mackenzie
Macmillan
McCallum
McCraney
McGregor
McNab
MeQuade
Mills
Moffat
Monteith
Norris
Oliver
Orton
Paterson
Pickard
Plumb
Pope (Queen's, P.R.I.)
Robinson
Rochester
Ross (East Durham)
Ross (West Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Scatcherd
Scriver
Shibley
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
Thompson (Cariboo)
Thompson (Haldimand)
Trow
Tupper
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
White (East Hastings)

-88.
NAYs:

Mes3ieurs
Hurteau
Jetté
Lajoie
Lanthier
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
McDonald (Cape'

Breton)
Macdonnell

Caron McDougall (Three Riv.)
Cauchon McGreevy
Cheval McIsaac
Cimon Masson
Costigan Montplaisir
Coupal tousseau
Currier Ouimet
Cuthbert Palmer
Daoust Pinsonneault
Delorme Pope (Compton)
Desjardins Richard
De St. Georges Robillard
Domville Robitaille
Fréchette Roy
Gaudet Short
Gill St. Jean
Harwood Taschereau
Holton Thibaudeau-52

Bill read the second time.

WAYS AND MEANS-CONCJR-
RENCE-THE TARIFF.

. DEBATE RESUMED.

Mr, CARON said the discussion
upon the important subject before the
House had extended over such a period
of time, and the great principles which
now divided the political parties of the
country had been so ably discussed by
leading men of both sides that he did
not think it would be proper for him
to speak at great length. Indeed, he
should have hesitated in addressing
the House at al] had it not been for
certain statements which fell from the
hon. member for Drumniond and Ar-
thabasca (Mr. Laurier),which he could
not consent to see go unchallenged and
uncontradicted to the country. His
hon. friend had intermixed his speech
with adecdotes and sayings from great
men, which greatly added to its
attractiveness. He told of Talley-
rand telling a young man that
words were given to man for the pur-
pose of disguising thoughts. He had
no doubt that these famous sayings of
the distinguished Frenchman mast
have flashed through the mind of the
his hon. friend when he stood on the
floor of this House to deliver his speech
in opposition to protection. He must
have remembered the eloquent speeches
which he made on so many occasions
beforo the people, on the hustings and
when he sat in the Local House, in
favour of that measure which he was
now opposing, and well might he have
feared that this celebrated saying might
be interpreted as applying to himself.
When the hon gentleman was
in the Local House, lie became
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the eloquent champion of pro-
t9ction. He followed the pro-
gramme laid down by the National
Party, to which the hon. member at
that time belonged, and the last plank
in whose platform, one to which they
adhered long after the others were
given up, was protection to native
industries. That was well known in
the Province of Quebec; it was well
known at the public meetings which
the hon. gentlemen addressed: it was
well known that one of the great accu-
sations members of that party levelled
at the Government of the day was that
they did not favour pi otection. But
that party had to give up their protec-
tion plank just before it was swallowed
up by the stronger, more energetie,
more determined and experienced
party, the Rouge party of Quebec,
which, for a time, had made use of the
National Party for the purpose, no
doibt, of getting rid of their compro-
mising antecedents and to place before
the people, at the election of 1872,
what they supposed to be the banner
of the new party. If it became neces-
sary to establish beyond a doubt what
the party was with whom the hon.
member for Arthabaska formerly acted,
he would quote a few extracts from Le
Bien Public, which was founded and
supported by the Liberals of Quebec.
On the 10th May, 1874, the prospectus
of that paper was published, and he
would take the liberty of reading the
following portion of it.

" On comprend que sans l'industrie la
fortune publique n'aura jamais de fondement
solide dans ce pays, que le commerce et
l'agriculture languiront et que le peuple
manquant de travail continuera d'émigrer
d'un pays, qui pourrait faire vivre des
milions d'âmes. Qui veut la fin veut les
moyens; on comprend aussi que la protection,
mais une protection sage et modérée créera
l'industrie en ce pays, en nous rendant
capables de soutenir la concurrence contre
les produits dont les étrangers inondent nos
marchés."

This was from the prospectus of the
newspaper which was going to unite
the parties of Quebec, and whose teach-
ings the hon. member for Arthabaska
was one of the first to adopt. On the
23rd April, the editor or proprietor of
Le Bien Public, writing from Ottawa
under the title of editorial correspon-
dence, said:

Mr. CAiRoN.

" Nous sommes dans la semaine des
manufacturiers, ils arrivent de partout pour
plaider la cause de la protection, avec des
projets et des résolutions préparés avec soin.
Ils sont décidés à frspper un grand coup
car il se sentent supportés par l'opinion pmu-
blique.
* * * *

"Les rapports qui on tété lus constatent que
partout et dans presque toutes les branches,
les besoins sont les mêmes et ils démontrent
qu'avec un peu de protection, notre indus-
trie prendrait d'immenses proportions."

On the 25th April, he wrote :
" Comité indutriel.-L'enquête qui se pour-

suit en ce moment annonce une idée générale
et complête de nos manufacturiers, des causes
qui arrètent leur développement et des
remèdes qu'il s'agirait d'apporter à la situa-
tion. La plainte universelle provient de
deux choses différentes : La différence
énorme qui existe entre le tarif américain et
celui du Canada, qui nous exclut pratique-
ment des Etats-Unis, tandis qu'il invite la
concurrence américaine au milieu de nous.
Ainsi la plupart des produits manufacturés
sont frappés d'un droit de 35 par cent. à
leur entree aux Etats-Unis, tandis que ce
droit n'est quede 15 par cent àleur entrée en
Canada. En outre, pour maintenir les prix
chez eux, les Amércains nous envoient et
vendent à sacrifice le surplus de leur produe-
tion, ce qui fait à nos industriels une posi-
tion de dépendance intolérable. 2o. Les
manufacturiers anglais, ayant la main
d'œuvre à plus bas prix et un marché plus
étendu et produisant d'un autre côté un
article inférieur sous bien des rapports, peu-
vent faire à notre industrie une concurrence
sérieuse. Une taxe un peu plus élevée
donnerait aux Canadiens le controle de leur
marché, leur permettrait de fabriquer sur
une plus grande échelle et de fournir l'article
à plus bas prix que maintenant. Il y a bien
quelques autres obstacles soumis, ceux-et
sont les principaux et ils pourront être
guéris de la même manière en portant à 2(}
et 25 le droit de douane prélevé sur les Ma'
chandises à leur entrée dans le pays."

Now when it came to the ques-
tion of wbat amount of duty it was
necessary to impose, he would, perhaps,
not be ready to go as far as this paper,
which was the exponent of the politi-
cal views of the hon. member for
Arthabasca. It seemed beyond a doubt
that the great Free-traders of Quebec,
who now sat upon the right of the
Speaker, at the time when they found
the existing newspapers were not
adequate to the promulgation of their
doctrines, or to elucidate their views,
and determined to establish Le Bien
Public, were all agreed that protec-
tion was for the best interests of the

(COMMON8.] The Tarie.



The Tarif. 951

Dominion. At that time, as indeed he
was to-day, the hon. member for
Arthabasca was one of the promising
members of his party, and oceupied a
seat in the Local House. It was then
that he became the eloquent champion
of protection, and not only accused the
right hon. member for Kingston of
being to blame for not raising the
tariff, but, no doubt blinded by his
zeal, he went so far as to blame the
Local Govern ment for not affording the
local industries protection. The bon.
gentleman must have been very zealous
when his present leader, the hon. the
President of the Council, stated in the
Journal de Quebec that he ought not to
be so violent.

I M. Laurier, a cru devoir déclarée à deux
ou trois reprises que les hommes de so i
origine étaient commercialement et industri-
ellement inférieurs aux autres races. S'il a
raison, ce n'est pas en le disant qu'il amélio-
rera leur sort, mais en leur donnant l'ex-
ample par des oeuvres."

The President of tho Council or some
one acting under the hon. gentleman's
authority had written as above stated
in the Journal de Quebec with regard to
the position taken by the bon. member
for Arthabaska on that occasion. This
was in answer to the eloquent address
of his hon. friend on the floor of the
Local House demanding protection.
The President of the Council told the
hon. gentleman that, whether he was
right or wrong, a mere statement of
the case would not do, but the bon.
gentleman should give an example,
put his shoulder to the wheel, and tell
them what he proposed as a protective
policy. When his hon. friend from,
Arthabaska, the previous evening, Lad
accused the Opposition witb having no
policy in this regard, he could not help
calling to mind the forcible lesson given
him on that occasion by the hon.
thePresident of the Council, his present
leader, who told his hon, friend that he
had no policy, and that he should define
what protection he proposed. His
hon. friend, however, thon occupied a
proper position. It was not the duty
Of an Opposition to do the work of the
Government and form their policy;
but if the Government felt that they
were unable to meet the exigen-
cies of the situation, the Opposition
Would willingly cross the floor of

the Hlouse and undertake the res-
ponsibility of framing a policy.
The hon. member at the period re-
ferred to was not alone. Very many
eminent members of the party to
which the hon. gentleman belonged
also advocated protection. And his
hon. friend who had recentlv become
Minister of Agriculture had at that
time at a public meeting held in
Quebec spoken in favour of protection.
This meeting took place on the 28th
of March, 1872, and the hon. gentle-
man then declared:

"Our manufactures, our different indus-
tries, which could so easily be developed,
did not meet with sufficient protection.
Perhaps, in answer to thi., inay it be said,
there is anong the people a certain impulse
towards progress, a growing spirit of
enterprise is to be found among us. Yes,
gentlemen,hunger and misery often will goad
men to superhuman efforts."

At that time it was not a question of
protection alone, but to what extent
this policy ought to be carried
to establish on a permanent and
firm basis our growing industries, to
increase the spirït of enterprise which
was being exhibited ; and the lion.
gentleman was dissatisfied with the
Government of the day, as shown by
these extracts from his speeches.
These hon. gentlemen were also at the
time assisted by their present leader,
the President of the Council, who was
a member of the Protectionist school.
With regard to the meeting of the
National Board of Trade at St. Louis,
when the establishment of a Zollverin
between Canada and the United States
was discussed, the President of the
Council declared, in an article in the
Journal de Quebec dated 18th January,
1872, that such a system - which
would provide for uniform laws with
reference to Customs duties-would be
most disastrous for this country ; that
it would be equivalent to annexation ;
that it would strike a fatal blow to our
growing industries; and that it would
place us in such a position that it would
be impossible to compote with the
Americans. If. with equal duties with
the United States, which had grown
powerful and rich from year to year
under the protectivo system, this would
be the case, how could we compote
with this powerful, rich and prosperous
nation when our tariff was lower
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than theirs, preventing us from enter-
ing into their market and making of
our own, for them,a slaughter market ?
This was impossible. He had shown,
he believed, that these hon. gentlemen
who seemed to be so indignant to-day
at any proposition for protection, were,
when in Opposition, strong advocates
of such a policy. He had been greatly
astonished to hear the hon. member
for Arthabaska express himself in such
severe and bitter terms against the
Province of Quebec, he one of her most
gifted sons. This was not the first
occasion on which the hon. gentleman
had adopted such a course. The hon.
gentleman had said that the credit of
the Province was rotten, and that,
owing to the building of the railways,
which were indispensable to the
requirements of theProvi nce,it was bor-
dering almost on bankruptcy. The hon.
gentleman also paid the French Cana-
dians the distinguished compliment of
being inferior to other races, as far as
commerce and manufactures were con-
cerned.

Mr. LAURIER: That is not the case.
Mr. CARON said he was perfectly

open to conviction. But, if his bon.
friend had not said so, ho should have
contradicted the statement long ago.
This language had not caused the hon.
gentleman to be favourably considered
in many parts of the Province.

Mr. LAURIER said that, in the
speech in question, ho had attacked
the educational systcm of the Province
of Quebec; and if he was still a mem-
ber of the Local House lie would do
the same thing again.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Har,
hear.

Mr. LAURIER: Yes ; I would.
Mr. CARON said ho accepted the

explanation of his hon. friend. He had
obtaitied his information on the subject
from one of the articles of the Presi-
dent of the Council, who published in
his paper so slanderous a statement
against the hon. gentleman. French
Canadians, according to the hon. mem-
ber for Arthabaska, might, perhaps,
not be as eminent as many hon- gentle-
men who sat on his side of the House;
but, nevertlieless, their representatives
ocoupied aposition which entitled them

Mr. CARoN.

to respect, they being in possession of
the confidence of the people who sent
them to the House. His hon. friend,
last Session, had declared that the
Local Legislature of their native
Province was degraded and tarnished,
He was grieved to hear this expres-
sion. He was certain, at all events,
that the hon. gentleman had not been
treated by the Province in such a way
as to warrant him in using such lan-
guage. His hon. friend had expressed
himself astonished at a phrase used by
the hon. member for Bagot (Mr. Mous-
seau), and he accused him of wanting in
respect towards the Bench. The ex-
pression of his hon. friend from Bagot
(jugerie) the night before might not
have been classical, but lis hon. friend
lad not been lacking in respect to wards
the Bench. More respect had never
been shown by any party towards the
Bench and those in authority than had
been exhibited by the Conservative
party. The lion. gentlemen opposite
since they reached the Treasury
Benches had become very particular in
this regard, but ho remembered
a memorable occasion in the sum-
mer of 1873, when such respect had not
been shown towards one much deserv-
ing of it. His hon. friend had stated
that the Opposition desired to secure
reciprocal duties without reciprocity;
how was it possible for us to obtain
reciprocity from the Americans, when
the present tariff was so favourable to
thoir interosts, opening our markets to
them without getting from them the
benefit of reciprocity for our goods; lis
hon. friend saidthat the difference exist-
ing between our various interests would
prevent the making, by the Opposition,
of a satisfactory tariff; but in 1858, the
Conservative party had adopted what
was known as the protective tariff of
Sir Alexander Galt. The Conservative
party had thon showed their readiness
to deal with this question in a proper
manner. Of course, he might not oc-
cupy a position similar to that of his
hon. friend from Arthabaska, whose
seat was gradually approaching the
Treasury bonches. He might not bo
able to speak as his hon. friend had
assumed to do on behalf of the Pro-
vince of Quebec; the distance whicIh
separated them might bc great, but ho
was astounded to hear his hon. friend
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declaro that the principles he (Mr.
Laurier) advocated were those of
the Province of Quebec. He would
like to know whether the hon.
,gentleman had been absent from
the Province of Quebec for a long time?
One would fancy that he had not-taken
the trouble to ascertain the feeling of
the people. When he said that that
feeling was opposed to protection, was
it in the commercial cities, in the
Boards of Trades, in meetings where
people were called upon to select mcm-
bers to this or the Local House? It
could not be, for in every case where
the people of the Province of Quebec
had expressed any opinion on the mat-
ter, it was universally in favour of pro-
tection. It would be impossible to
supy>se it otherwise, when the manu-
factories and sugar refineries had been
closed, and hundreds, nay thousands of
skilled artisans had been forced to leave
the country, as also many business men.
The hon. member had said that protec-
tion would increase the price of bread.
On the contrary, it would not do so
comparatively, but would give the peo-
ple more money to buy bread with.
Hlow was it possible for the men, who
had been thrown out of employ-
ment by the closing of factories and
refineries under the present system,
to buy bread for their families?
It was also said that the Conservatives,
when they were in power, had not
attempted to increase the tariff beyond
15 per cent. But every business man
knew that 15 per cent. in those days
was a far botter protection than 17½
per cent. now. Not only so, but with
this ample protection the late Govern-
lent reduced the burden of taxation

by $1,000,O00 per annum, while now
We had a deficit. He did not pretend
that 17. per cent. was not sufficient
protection for many articles, but he did
contend that the Government should
have the pluck to take the matter into
their own hands and frame a tariff so
that industries could be fostered and
protected thereby, He could not holp
alluding to a remark of the hon. mcm-
ber for Arthabaka (Mr. Laurier), who
insinuated that his bon. friend from
Bagot (Mr. Mousseau) was like a fat
wonan, while he himself, thin and
delicate, was modestly compared to the
first Napoleon. That comparison

should be carried a little further, and
the fat, bealthy, jovial woman, whom
his hon. friend from Bagot represented,
could be likened to a healthy policy of
protection, while the delicate and thin
and sickly-Iooking young man com-
pared to Napolcon personified the
starving policy of free-trade.

Mr. CAUCHON said it was some-
what strange that they should again
have to fight the battle of free trade
and protection when the question had
long been settled by the political
economists of the two greatest nations
in Europe---England and France. Froe
trade, no more than protection, would
save the country from its own follies
in over-buying or over-producing, but
tree trade was the best position for a
country to be in when there was a
commercial calamity, as the people
were allowed to buy in the cheapest
market and sell in the dearest market.
The great financiers were for the
most part Free-traders, although
they agreed to the imposition
of duties for revenue purposes. The
occasion was a very favourable one for
the Opposition to advocate protection,
which they had never advocated before.
It was a good policy on their part, as
all industries were affected y the
universal depression, and they could
thereby arouse the prejudices of the
masses in their favour. Froc trade was
a settled principle. It was the truc
foundation of the relations between
nation and nation, its effect being to
equalize somewhat the necessaries of
life by placing it within the power of
a country to sell in the dearest and buy
in the cheapest market.

Some HON. MEMBERS: What is
protection ?

Mr. CAUCHON said protection was
no principle ut all but a contrivance
by which the few were made rich at
the expense of the many. The hon.
member for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson)
had said that was no party but a
national policy.

Mr. MASSON: I did not say that.

Mr. CAUCHON said the House
knew that the Oppositionists were not
Protectionists before. It had been said
that he (Mr. Cauchon) was a Protec-
tionist. He would challenge any hon.
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member to point to anything that he
had said or written-and lie had
written volumes for the press-during
36 years of public life, which showed
that he favoured protection. The two
or three lines which had been referred
to were written by somebody else.
The. hon. member for Terrebonne (Mr.
Masson) had told the House that it was
necessary to protect the articles that
we could produce. What were those
articles ? If thore was sufficient
protection we could produce all possi-
ble articles. But with what success
for the consumers, the masses-that
was the question. The question was
limited to the articles we could produce
at a cheaper rate than our neighbours,
and in that case what was protection,
if not the enrichment of the few at the
expense of the many? Deficits which
had a temporary cause demanded tom-
porary remedies. To employ other
means would b to go beyond the
end required. Those temporary
measures meant the construction more
slowly of public works for which there
was no immediate nocessity, and to
exorcise all possible economy in the
administration of public affairs. The
House had heard a great deal
about incidental protection. But
that protection was not a principle;
it was simply a consequence which re-
sulted incidentally from the increase
of the tariff levied by the necessities
of the public service. A tariff was
not made to croate incidental protec-
tion; it was made to obtain a
revenue, and, if the tariff had for its
effect the incidental protection of
certain indastries, it was so
mach the better for the manufactures.
The consumers submitted to that state
of things, not because they wished to
increase the profits of manufacturers,
but because they knew that the State
had need of a revenue, and that the
consumers were bound to contribute
according to their means. If the
country really wished protection it
was a different matter. Thon, a tariff
would be raised, not to obtain a
revenue-that would be imperilled-
but to encourage manufacturers. He
had said that it would place the revenue
in peril; he meant that such a pro-
tective tariff would wipe out the rev-
enue derived from articles imported,

Mr. CAUCHON.

the object being to supply those articles
by others made by Canadian manufac-
turers. The same hon. member had
reproached the hon. the Premier for
having supported Mr.Workman against
Mr. Thomas White in the Mon treal elec-
tion. If the hon. member had accused
the hon. the First Minister with having
spoken in favour of protection in Mon-
treal and free trade elsewhere, he
could understand the point, but he bad
not adopted that course, in order not
to expose himself to the danger of
infringing on the truth. The complaint
was that the hon. the Premier had
sustained a friend against a political
adversary. Both candidates were in
favour of protection, but the one sup-
ported the general policy of the Gov-
ernment, while the other denounced
it with extreme violence. What
should the hon. the First Minister have
done? Surely supported his political
friend. If the logic of the hon. mom-
ber for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) was
worth anything, it would lead him to
reject from the ranks of bis party the
hon. member for Queen's (Mr. Popo),
who was elected as a Free-trader, and
who should vote against the proposi-
tion of his leader. The hon. member
for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) said aiso
that the Opposition were anxious to
increase the productive power of the
people. Was it not rather the
consuming power that they should
wish to sec increased? What ad-
vantage would be gained by increasing
the power of production, if consumers
were wanting? The power of pro-
duction would never be wanting while
the consumption required the pro-
ducts. It was necessary, thon, in the
first place to incroase the consump-
tion. It was not by increasing, by
means of additional duties, the price
of products, that the people would be
enabled to increase the consumption.
Let the consumers buy in the cheap-
est market and they would increase
the consumption. If, on the contrary,
they increased the load of duties, they
stimulated production, it was true, but
,hey increased the quantity of goods
thrown on the market and the eqlili-
brium was disturbed. In such a state
of things bankruptcies arose, the
markets were overcrowded, and
strikes occurred. That was the coma-
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mercial history of such times in all
countries. Undoubtedly the man who
earned more could pay more. But
that was not the question. It was
necessary at first to know whether
the workingman with increased wages
could buy more of the necessaries of
life than if his wages were less and
those articles cheaper. It was said
that after the American var a gentle-
man could make the trip to Europe,
buy his clothes and have money
to spare on the amount which would
have been expended on similar
clothes purchased in the United
States. That anecdote described
very well the state of commerce
as affected by the two principles.
Be read in the Nouveau Monde a cor-
respondence which occurred in 1871,
between Mr. Stuart Mill and a dis-
tinguished American, on the occasion
of a discussion which took place be-
tween the former and Mr. Horace
Greely. Mr. Mill had written to the
Liberal Club of New York, that, if the
wages were higher in the United
States than in England, the cause of it
was due to the fact that the American
Republic possessed more lands to be
disposed of, which were fertile and
adaptod to colonization, than Great
Britain had, and therefore offered
greater advantages to immigrants.
Mr. Horace Greely, in discussing this
letter of Mr. Mill, remarked that
Canada possessed more extensive
tracts of land adapted to colonization
than was found in the United States,
and that, notwithstanding, the wages
in Canada were lower than in the
States. Mr. Henry D. Lloyd, secretary
of the league of New York Free-traders
wrote then to Mr. John Stiles, distin-
guished,it appeared,as aPolitical Econo-
mist, and as being also familiar with
Canadian affairs, in order to obtain his
opinion on the subject of controversy.
H1ow did Mr. Stiles reply, who
evidently was a zealous partizan of pro-
tection ? That the facts are in favour
of Mr. Greely. That the United States
cannot pretend to a national superi-
ority over the British Colonies on this
continent; that the Province ofQuebec,
it is true, has long and cold winters,
but yet not more so than some of
the States of the Union; that in that
Province the farming products are

always abundant and certain; the
water power most abundant and the
mines very valuable; that the Prov-
ince of Ontario bas a shorter winter, a
milder climate,a fertile soil which yields,
wheat equal in quality to the best wheat
of the Genessee Valley, etc.; that as an
agricultural country the Province of
Ontario is superior to all the New
England States, and is not probably
inferior to any part of the continent of
America; that the Maritime Provinces
are more endowed by nature than are
the States of New Engiand; that on
extending his examination to the North
West Country, he found that the Red
River and the Saskatchewan districts.
would form four or five larger States,
possessing superior prairie lands,
excellent coal and gold mines, and
agricultural advantages equal to those-
of the North Michigan,Illinois, and Min-
nesota States; that beyond the Rocky
Mountains there was British Columbia
abounding in gold mines, and also,
containing the best and most extensive
coal mines which they had discovered
as yet in the declivity of the Pacific;
that British Columbia possessed a
superior soil, a spendid climate and an
abundance of fish; that in every res-
pect this colony could contrast with
California, Oregon, and the territory of
Washington; that nature had done as
much for the Canadian colonies as she
had for the United States. Mr. Stiles
referred to free trade as affecting this
country, and he said that it was a ques-
tion very attractive in theory but
not adapted either to the present gen-
eration nor to the succeeding one, and
that emigration from the colonies had
been caused either by certain political
causes or by want of sufficient protec-
tion. Unfortunately for the partizans
of protection, these foregoing facts
which were set forth in order to sus-
tain Mr. Greely were, for the most part,
without foundation, and he (Mr.
Cauchon) asserted, without fear of
contradiction, that it was not true that
the agricultural products were always
abundant and sure in the Province of
Quebec. The soil and the climate of
Ontario are very favourable to agricul-
ture, but compared with the vast
prairies of the West - whither the
largest portion of emigration was direct-
ed-it was a mere garden. Those States
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where the climate is cold woere not the
most prosperous of the Union;
and vages were not there the
highest, and emigration to the West
was greater from those States than
from Lower Canada. Again, it vas not
truc that we had more land fit for
colonising than they had in the United
States. We did not possess the
twentieth or even the fortieth part of
what they possessed. The United Stâtes
had every variety of climate, all kinds
of natural products in abundance, and
open ports all the year round; and
thus, with those resources, that country
necessarily attracted to it the mass of
emigrants. We had, itwas true, Mani-
toba and our North-West Territories,
but they were only just beginning to be
opened for colonization, and, most
unfortunately, the grasshoppers had
been making terrible ravages in the
country. Although we trusted that this
plague was only temporary, yet the
distance of that district from the
settled portions of the Dominion
rendered it unfavourable. We had,
indeed, fertile territories, but they
were not continuous, according to the
account of them, as ho (Mr. Cauchon)
understood, from the pamphlet on the
subject by the Archbishop of Manitoba,
and were situated far to the north of the
fertile prairies of the United States.
Again, the comparison of British
Columbia with California-the finest
and most fertile of all known countries
-contained statements most exagger-
ated and without proof. British
Columbia hardly possessed any good
land for agriculture; it was very moun-
tainous, while the miners had not
discovered enough gold to induce them
to remain there. Mr. Stiles told us that
our inferiority was the result of the
protection which existed in the United
States and of the want of protection
in Canada. If this were so, how
had it happened, that our fellow-
countrymon emigrated to the United
States at the time when the American
tariffs were low and returned,as many as
could, at the time when the probibitory
tariff was being enforced ? Hence they
must conclude that the principle of
protection was not the cause of the
difference te which Mr. Stiles roeferred,
and he had net donc justice to Mr.
Mill, who only sought the truth.

Mr. CAucUoN.

The United States had cvery variety
of climate, all kinds of produce, an un-
interrupted navigation, and, besides, a
protective tariff, and yet they were ex-
periencing at this moment a iîost for-
midable commercial crisis, due princi-
pally to excessive speculationi and
production, stimulated beyond all cal-
culation by the prohibitory tariff of
which ho was about to speak. The facto-
ries had been closed and workingmen
had been cast out by hundreds of
thousands upon the streets in New
York and other cities. The United
States became rich inspite of them-
selves; the resources of the country
were so great that it was impossi-
ble almost to escape prosperity.
He would quote some extracts from a
book written by Prof. Leoni Levi, to
show what the effect of protection was
on the manufactures of England before
frce trade, was adopted. That gentle-
man said :

" The beau ideal of the Government at
that tume seems to have been to exercise a
certain paternal superintendence over the
transactions of society, to endeavour to re-
pair by artificial means the shortcomings ot
private iniustry, and even to hamper or in-
terfere, if need be, with the management of
business, with a view to the.advancement of
certain interests which were deemed deserv-
ing of public support. Fortunatelv, the ad-
vocates of such measures did not always
succeed. For a considerable time a tax was
levied on all stuff made of cotton or of cotton
and linen mixed; but complaints were made
against such a tax. The Manchester manu-
facturers and Glasgow operative weavers
strongly urged the repeal of all duties on
manufactures, and called upon Parliament,
as Heaven's Trustees for the nation, not to
strangle an infant indus-ry. The petition
was successful, and the duties were repealed.
Would that the woollen manufacture had been
left as free from legislative interference as the
cotton has been. The cotton manufacture
was not bor under an atmosphere of pro-
tection, was never the petted child of the
Government or Parliament, and yet grew
and prospered most vigorously. The woollen,
the object of so much care, was for years
weak and slow in ite progress. Nothing
could have been more suicidal than the
action of the woollen manufacturers. They
were not:content to shut out all woollen goods
from the Encliih market; they went muth
farther. lie long-stapled or English
combing wool being superior for sone manu-
facturing purposes to that of any other
country, the most severe laws were pasred,
prohibiting the exportation of English wool.
Nay, more. An Act was passed in 1788,
prohibiting the exportation of live sheep;

[COM.MONS.j The Tarýe.



[Mancu 23, 177.]

imposing all kinds of restriction on the
carriage ofwool from one part of the country
to another, and even prohibiting sheep-shear-
ing within five miles of the sea. This was,
indeed, carrying the protection policy te its
legitimate results; but what were the con-
sequences ? Trade and industry were
hampered and misdirected ; the interests of
the consumer were disregarded, in the vain
hope of favouring the producer ; and eveu the
processes of agriculture were unduly inter-
tered with, so that blunder was heaped upon
blunder, producing in the end nothing but
disappointment and loss. To sone extent
the policy of obtaining, free of duty, the raw
inaterials of industry was acknowledged and
acted upon. Indigo, cochineal and logwood
necessary for dyers were allowed to come i
free, and the duties on oak and bark were
lowered. But the prohibition of foreign
goods was very general, and bounties were
freelv given to encouragee the exportation of
British manulactures. TÏhesewere the times
when apprenticeship was everywhere pre-
scribed, when workmen were kept by force
in the country, and when the combination
laws were in full operation."

Mr. PLUMB: HIow long ago w'as
that ?

Mr. CAUCHON said he was reading
to prove that, if the principle, was bad
when carried to extremes, it must be
always bad. The only difference was
that carrying it to extremes made it a
little worse.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: It is
always bad to shave your head in
order to eut your hair.

Mr. CAUCHON said that remark
was very witty, but it was not well
understood. Mr. Levi proceeded to
say:

" The London merchants started fromn the
first cardinal principles of trade that foreign
commerce is einiently conducive to the
wealth and prosperity of the country, by
enabling it to import the commodities for the
production of wLich the soil, climate, capital
and industry of other countries are best cal-
culated; and te export, in payment, those
articles for which its own situation is better
adapted; that freedom from restraint is cal-
culated to give the utmost extension to foreign
trade, and the best direction to the capital and
industry of the country; that the maxim of
buying in the cheapest market and selling in
the dearest, which regulates every merchant
in his individual deatings, is strictly appli-
cable as the best rule to the trade of the
whole nation; and that a policy, founded on
these principles, would render the commerce
of the world at interchange of mutual advan-
tage, and diffuse increased wealth and enjoy-
mente among the inhabitants of each state.'

That was the true principle. If we

could produce cbeap, we should do so;
but if, by producing dear, the people
were taxed and forced to pay one
dollar for what could be got now for
fifty cents, ho did not think the indus-
tries of the country would be at all
benefitted. Such a system would only
create wealth for some few individuals,
at the expense of the masses. 1t was
argued that it was perfectly right for
large countries like England and
France to adopt free-trade policies, but
that it would never do for a poor
country like Canada. He did not place
much faith in %uch an argument. If
the principle was good in itself it must
always be applicable, or vice versa. To
sell dear and buy cheap was the best
method of trading, and such a system
would soon make a poor country rich.
The same arguments used hero to-day
were brought to bear against free trade
in France and England. It was always
stated that ruin would follow any depar-
tare from Protectionist principles-
that the country would be inundated
with the products of other nations. In
a measure, that was the fact; but,
while the country overflowed with
foreign products, native indus-tries
were flourishing, and the people were
gencrally prosperous. Sir Robert Peel,
referring to England's free-trade policy,
made the following remarks:-

" I ha-e no guarantee to give you that
other countries will immediately follow our
example. I give vou that adçantage in the
argument.Wearied with our long and unavail-
ing efforts te enter into satisfactory commer-
cial treaties with the other nations,we have re-
solved at length te consult our own interests,
and not to punish other countries for the
wrong they do us, in continuing their higli
duties upon the importation of our pro-
ducts and manufactures, by continuing higlh
duties ourselves, encouragmng unlawful trade.
Wei have had no communication with any
foreign Government upon the subject of these
reductions. We cannot promise that France
will imnediately make a corresponding re-
duction in her tariff. I cannot promise that
Russia will prove her gratitude te us for our
reduction of duty on her tallow by anv di-
minution of her duties. You may, iherefore,
say in opposition te the present plan, ' What
is this superfluous liberality, that you are
going te do away with all these duties and
yet you expect nothing in return?' I may,
perhaps, be told that many foreign countries,
smnce the former relaxation of duties on our
part,-and that would be perfectly consis-
tent with the fact-foreign countries which
have benefitted by our relaxations, have not
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followed our example, but have actually ap-
plied, to the importation of British goods,
higher rates of duties than formerly. I quite
admit it. I give you al] the benefit of that
argument. I rely upon that fact as exclusive
proof of the policy of the course we are pur-
suing. But what has been the result upon
the amount of your exporta? You have
defied the regulations of these countries.
Your export trade is greatly increased. Now,
whv is that so ? Partly because of your
acting without your wishing to avail your-
selves of their assistance, partly because of
the smuggler mot being engaged by you in so
iany continental countries whon the strict
regulations and the triple duties which are
to prevent the ingress of foreign goods have
raised up, and partly, perhaps, because these
very precautions againat the ingress of your
conmodities are a burden, and the taxation
increasing the cost of production, disqualify
the foreigner from competing- with you. But
your exports, whatever be the tariff ot other
countries, or however apparent the ingrati-
tude with which they have treated you, your
export trade bas been constantly increasing.
By the remission of your duties upon the raw
material, by inciting your skill and industry
by competition with foreign goods, you have
defied your competitors in foreign markets,
and you have been enabled to exclude them.
Notwisbstanding their hostile tariffs, the de-
clared value of British exports bas increased
above 10,000,000 pounds during the period
which has elapsed since the relaxation of
duties on your part. I say, therefore, to you
that these hostile tariffs, so lar froin being
an objection to continuing your policy,
are an argument in its favour."

Sir Robert Peel had been a Protee-
tionist himself, but by long reasoning,
by the operations of a mighty rival, he
.arrived at the conclusion that froe
trade was the truc policy. HUe would
now give some figures to show the re-
sult of such a policy in England and
France. The latter country was not
so advantageously situated as England,
but that she had prospered would be
showin by the following figures: In
1860 the imports were £47,740,000 and
the exports £79,920,000, but under the
free trade system the imports in-
creased to £89,000,000 and the exports
to £91,000,000. The following state-
ment would show the yearly differ-
ences :

TRADE OF FRANCE WITH FOREIGN PARTS.

Years. Imports. Export.
1716 to 1720.. £3,696,000. £4,852,000
1736 to 1739.. 6,708,000 7,796,00t
1749 to 1755.. 11,020,000. 13,668,000
1764 to 1776.. 13,336,000. 15,668,000
1784 to 1785.. 22,708,000. 19,756,000
1786 to 1787.. 24,156,000. 20,916,O0t

1789 ...... 23,880,000 17,920,000
M1r. CAucaoN
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1792 ...... £36,776,000 ...... £32,040,000
1793 ...... 12,196,000 ...... 14,200,000
1800 13,004,000 10,864,000
1801 16,796,000 ...... 12,216,000
1810 13.440,000 ...... 15,040,000
1812 ...... 10,280,000 .. ,... 15,320,000
1815 ..... 8,000,00 ...... 16,880,000
1820 ...... 13,400,000 ...... 21,720,000
1825 ,..... 16,000,000 ...... 21,840,000
1829 ...... 19,320,000 ...... 20,200,000

1830 to 1839.. 21,300,000 ...... 21,160,000
1840 té 1849.. 32,800,000 32,120,000
1850 to 1859.. 47,740,000 79,920,000

1860 ...... 75,892,000 91,086,000
1861 ...... 97,694,000 ... . 77,054,000
1862 ...... 87,947,000 ...... 89,709,000
1863 ...... 97,057,000 ...... 105,704,000
1864 ...... 101,128,000 ...... 116,969,OCO
1865 ...... 105,672,000 ...... 123,538,000
1866 ...... 111,741,000 ..... 127,224,000
1867 ...... 121,063,000 113,038,000
1868 ...... 132,148,000 ...... 111,597,000
1869 ...... 126,126,000 122,199,000
1870 ...... 111,259,000 ...... 114,406,000
1871 ...... 135,729,000 114,624,000
1872 ...... 137,898,000 147,160,000
1873 ...... 142,171,000 ...... 151,492,000
1874 ...... 148,720,000 ...... 155,110,000
1875 ...... 146,891,000 ...... 160,886,000

The following flgures exhibited the
trade of England with foreign countries
dating back as far as 176:-
Years.

1763 ......
1764 ......
1765 ......
1766 ......
1767 ......
1768 ......
1769 ......
1770.
1771
1772 ......
1773 ......
1774 ......
1775.
1776 ......
1777 ...
1778
1779 ......
1780 ......
1781 ......
1782 ......
1783 ......
1784 ......
1785 ......
1786 ......
1787
1788.
1789 ......
1790.
1791 ......
1792 ......
1793 ......
1794 ......
1795.
1796 ......
1797 ......
1798 ......
1799.
1800 ......
1801 ......
1802 ......
1803 ......
1804 ......

Imports. Exports.
£10,429,000 ...... £13,027,000

9,614,000 14,627,000
9,910,000 ...... 12,608,000

10,359,000 ..... 12,162,000
10,971,000 ...... 11,987,000
10,653,000 ..... 12,872,000
10,644,000 ...... 11,473,000
11,002,000 ...... 12,142,000
11,441.000 ...... 14,629,000
12,056,000 14,096,000
10,154,000 ...... 12,874,000
11,899,000 ...... 13,810,000
t1,998,000 ...... 13,033,000
10,180,000 11,551,000
10,339,000 ...... 10,722,000
8,933,000 ...... 10,080,000
9,888,000 ...... 11,894,000
9,956,000 .,.... 11,364,000

11,094,000 ...... 9,258,000
8,216,000 ...... 10,422,000

11,510,000 ...... 12,613,000
13,493,000 ...... 13,167,000
14,267,000 ...... 13,656,000
13,615,000 14,317,000
15,582,000 ...... 14,317,000
15,842,000 14,817,000
15,416,000 ..... 16,845,000
16,390,000 ..... 17,636,000
17,190,000 ...... 20,016,000
17,037,000 ...... 22,095,000
16,972,000 ...... 17,734,000
19,539,000 ...... 22,633,000
20,100,000 ...... 22,231,000
22,422,000 25,130,000
17,900,000 ...... 23,881,000
25,122,000 2 7,317, 0W
24,067,000 ...... 29,557,00
28,258,000 ...... 34,382,000
31,786,000 Records not com-
26 ,000 plete for these

27,830,000 jyears.
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1805 ...... £28,561,000 £38,077,000
1806 ...... 26,900,000 40,875,000
1807 ...... 26,734,000 37,246,000
1808 ...... 26,796,000 37,275,000
1809 ...... 31,751,000 47,371,000
1810 39,302,000 48,439,LOO
1811 ...... 26,510,000 32,891,000
1812 ...... 26,163,000 41,717,0
1813 ...... Records destroyed by fire.
1814 ...... 37,755,000 45,494,000
1815 ...... 32,987,000 51,610,000
1816 ,..... 27,432,000 41,654,000
1817 ...... 30,834,000 41,818,000
1818 ...... 36,885,000 46,471,000
1819 ...... 30,777,000 351
'820 ...... 32,472,000 36,424,000
3821 ..... 30,838,000 36,655,000
1822 30,531,000 36,966,000
1823 ...... 35,798,000 35,357,000
1824 ...... 37,468,000 38,423,00
1825 44,209,000 38,871,000
1826 37,814,000 31,537,000
1827 ...... 44,908,000. 37,181,000
1828 ...... 45,167,000 36,813,000
1829 ... 43,995,000 35,843,000
1830 ...... 46,300,000 38,272,000
1831 ...... 49,728,000 37,164,000
3832 ..... 46,611,000 36,451,000
1833 ...... 45,944,000 . 39,667,000
1834 ...... 49,365,000 .... 41,619,000
1835 .. ... 49,029,000 47,372,000
1836 ...... 57,296,00 . 53,294,000
.837 ...... 54,762,000 42,069,000
L838 ...... 61,258,000
1839 ..... 62,048,000 53,234,000
1840 ...... 67,493,000 51,406,000
1841 ...... 64,444,000 51,634,00
7842 ...... 65,253,000 47,381,000
.843 70,215,000. 52,279,000
1844 ...... 75,297,000 58,584,000
1845 ...... 85,298,000 66,111,000
1846 ...... 75,934,000 57,787,000
1847 ..... 90,922,000 58,842,000
1848 ...... 93,547,000 52,849,000
1849 ...... 105,884,000 63,596,000
1850 100,469,000 71,368,000
1851 ..... 110,485,000 74,449,000
1852 ..... 109,331,000 78.077,000
1853 ..... 123,099,000 98,934,000
1854 ...... 152,592,000 97,184,000
1855 ...... 123,660,000 116,701,000
1856 ...... 172,544,000 139,220,000
1857 ...... 187,844,000 146,174,000
1858 ...... 164,584,000 139,782,000
1859 ...... 179,182,000 155,693,000
1860 ...... 210,531,000 164,521,000
1861 ...... 217,485,000 159,632,000
1862 ...... 225,717,000 166,168,000
1863 ...... 248,919,000 196,902,000
1864 ...... 274,952,000 213,620,000
18d5 .... 271,072,000 218,832,000
1866 ...... 295,290,000 238,936,000
1867 ...... 275,183,000 225,803,000
1868 ...... 295,460,000 227,778,000
1869 ...... 295,460,000 237,106,000
1870 ...... 303,296,000 244,134,000
1871 ...... 330,015,000 223,066,000
1872 ...... 354,693,000 256,257,000
1873 ...... 371,287,000 255,164,000
1874 ...... 370,082,000 239,558,00
1875 37939,000 ..... 23,45,000

The bon. memi ber for Ragot appeared
to think that, if the balance of trade
eontinued against a country for a long
timne, it -,as ruinous- to itS interestS;

but, if this were true, England at the
present moment would be utterly
ruined, while the fact was, that ber
wealth was increasing at the rate of at
least £100,000,000 sterling per annum.
The history of the United States proved
the advantages of free-trade. In spito
of its immense resources, its trade had
scarcely increased since a protective
policy was adopted. The following
figures showed how the trade of the
United States with foreign countries
stood between 1855 and 1876:-
Years.
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859
1860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876

Imports.
£53, 710,147

64,673,098
72,589,238
54,862,220
69,027,779
73,670,024
63,424,213
39,459,327
50,548,320
65,699,761
47,640,451
91,174,784
82,360,159
69,509,842
83,661,276
92,475,517

108,298,755
114,502,161
128,406,108
113,481,268
1(>6,600,905
92,128,038

Exports.
£45,606,146
58,587,380
61,213,283
56,669,015
61,021,260
69,495.011
78,119,693
40,219,209
55,761,010
49,070,797
55,131,746
73,282,098
66,890,921
53,808,408
72,211,029

105,903,860
118,195,710
112,361,676
125,319,015
117,256,608
109,013,805
116,022,858

The trade of the United States re-
niained alnost stationary under the
protective systein. The population of
England was 31,857,338; her imports
amounted to £373,939,000 sterling and
lier exports to £223,465,000 sterling.
Thepopulation of France was 36,12,000
and in 1875 ber imports amounted
to £146,891,000 and her exports to
£160,886,000. In 1875 the population
of the United States was estimated at
4t,675,000, and her total trade then
amounted to £216,000,000, against
over £600,000,000 sterling on the part
of England. The American people
were very energetic and enterprising,
but under free trade, France had
made greater advances than they had.
The United States could not enter into
serious competition with England, and
the general result was strongly in
favor of free trade, which was the
only systein we ought to adopt if we
warted to become a prosperous nation.
This question was settled long ago; a
revenue tariff was all very well for-
every one knew that they must make
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sacrifices in order to meet the public
expenditure, but a real protective
tarif would not be borne by the
people. The hon. member for Bagot
had said that the people of Quebec
were not afraid of taxation. This
might be truc with regard to railways
which benefitted the country, but they
would never tolerate a tariff drawn so
as to enrich merely a few men in the
business centres. The Government
was accused of living at the expense
of the people, but one thing was certain,
that, if they changed places with the
hon. gentlemen opposite, the position
of things in this regard would not be
changed. Those hon. gentlemen did
not care for the money of the people.
The present diffieulty was only tem-
porary, and it was only necessary to
bridge it over. The truth was that our
market had been over-stocked with
our own productions, and to this the
existing trouble was due. To every
branch of industry this remark applied.
In the United States, under the protec-
tive system, a similar state of things
existed, and, having over-stocked thoir
own market, they made of Canada a
slaughter market. If the United
States wished to prosper, they would
find that they must return to thoir old
policy.

Mr. BLANCHET asked whether the
House was to understand that the hon.
gentleman had stated that there was
free trade in France.

Mr. CAUCHON said they had
comparative free trade in France. It
was hie England, and in England, there
was not quitefree trade. Both countries
had a tarifffor revenue purposes. There
was a frec-trade treaty, however,
between England and France. Coin-
cident with the disappearance of the
prohibitory tariff was the great increase
in business.

Mr. BLANCHET said there was not
free trade in France. In that country
they had protection to an industry in
which the hon. gentleman himself had
an interest, namely, ship-building. By
the papers just brought down to the
House, it appeared that the French
Government refused to take off the duty
of 40 fr. per ton upon vessels con-
structed in Canada, as they wanted
their own shipping interest protected.

Mr. CAucHow.

Mr. CAUCHON said the difficulty
was vhon England obtained the treaty
with France it had neglected to include
the colonies, and France did not care to
extend it to Canada now as we had
placed heavy duties on their wines, &c.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he would
reiterate what he had before stated,
that our tariff ought to be framed with
a view to incidental protection. The
farming, as well as the other interests,
was entitled to protection. Canada
was adjacent to a country where every
i ilustry was protected by a duty or
rceuived an encouragement to export
in the shape of a bounty. He would
approve of free trade if it were adoptel
on both sides. But froc trade did not
consist in there being duties on one
side of the line while there were none
on the other. A vast extent of our
country was suitable for the growth of
coarse grain, which we grew in some
instances better than wheat. But
Indian corn was an article which was
not raised to any extent in Canada.
although it was in the United States.
Corn was imported into Canada for
the purpose of making whiskey. If the
Government had put on a duty of ten
cents a bushel on corn they would have
raised a little more than the amount of
taxes that the Finance Minister had
chosen to put upon the coarse grains.
It had been said that whiskey was not
made out of Indian corn. It was a fact,
however, that very good whiskey could
be made from corn, and vhen American
corn was brought into Canada it dis-
placed so much Canadian coarse grains.
A few years ago, rye was the principal
grain used by distillers for the manu-
facture of whiskey. With reference
to the brewing business, he would
take the opportunity of say-
ing that he had no interest
in the trade, and had not had for nine
years; therefore he spoke only from a
desire to sec the general good prevail.
Men would take stimulants, and, as
beer was much less injurious than
whiskey, a wise Government would
encourage the manufacture of the
former rather than of the latter. But
the two cents a pound placed on malt
would prove most disastrous to the
brewers. le had received the follow-
ing letters from gentlemen in Toronto
on the subject:-
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" ToRoNTo, Ont., 20th March, 1877.
"JOHN ROCHESTER, ESQ., M. P.

DEAR SIR :-I am sorry to inform you that
I am going to shut down the last day of the
present month. I find it hard to get in
enough cash to pay the duty, and an in-
crease in the price of ale is out of the ques-
t'on. Whiskey is king and beer is unques-
tionably on the decline, and will continue to
diminish so long as the present foolish and
unwise legislation is persevered in. Surely
corn can stand the tax mnuch better than any
article that should be fostered in the coun-
try, and is in all civilized countries in the
world. I think the Government will yet
rue the day, and that before long, for the
course they have pursued in the matter. I
hear that other brewers here are cornpletely
disheartened and intend shutting down at
once. Yours truly, etc.,

" E. O'KEEFE."

TORONTO, Ont., 21st March, 1877.
" J. ROCHESTER, Esq., Ottawa."'

" DEA R Sia :-Is there no prospect of the
tax upon .malt being removed ? We have
been brewing now for about three weeks
under the additional burdens, and we are
quite satisfied it is useless to go on any
longer. We have decided upon stopping
next Friday. We had plans, specifications,
and everything péepared for the érection of
a lager beer brewery, upon which we pro.
pose to expend $15,000, believing that it
would be the policy of the Government to
encourage the manufacture and use of light
beveragea, but finding their policy so direct-
ly opposed to what we had just reason to
believe would be, in the best interests of the
country, we can only see one course left,
that is to stop all expenditures at once, stop
the business and leave the country, the
government of which eeems so blind to its
own interests and the interests of its people.

"Yours truly, etc.,

" COSGRAVE & CO."
Both Mr. Cosgrave, of Toronto, and

Mr. O'Keefe were strong supporters of
the present Administration. He had
received other letters from some of the
largest concerns in Montreal, within
the last day or two, stating that they
had advertised their property for sale.'
The increase of lc. a pound might seem
a little to some gentlemen, but, when
they found it meant 72c. a bushel, or
100 per cent. over what it had been,
and what any other country levied,
they would see its importance. They
all believed the United States was
taxed as heavily as any country in the
world since her internal war, but,
while they put a dollar a barrel duty
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on beer, ours now amounted to about
two dollars. This was another deadly
blow at the farmers, because a number
of these breweries would have to shut
down. If they could not get up the
price of ale, which ho did not think
they could, then the Government, by
this unwise policy, would succeed in
making honest men disbonest, in
making brewers use an article in beer
which ought not to be used. This was
a very serious thing, for, if the Minister
of Inland Revenue had forty Brunels
under him and forty others under them,
the brewers could make beer, and defy
them to detect anything deleterious in
it. He knew enough about the busi-
ness to know that. But he believed
the brewers of Canada had never done
it. It6 had, however, been done in other
countries, because other ingredients
could be got cheaper than malt and
hops. At the rate which had been paid
for malt in this country, however,
there was no ingredient that he knew of
which it would pay to substitute ; but,
when the price was increased 100 per
cent., it was a different thing altogether.
A finer or a more honest and straight-
forward class than the brewers of
Canada they could not fnd. But now,
after having expended their lives and
the little they had got together in build-
ing up good establishments where they
might manufacture their ale, these
were to be thrown upon their bands,
and they were to be debarred from
carrying on their business. The Gov-
erament had no compunction about
granting a license, and then passing a
prohibitory law and saying they should
not brew. He was not there as the
representativo of the brewers, but as
any other hon. member, elected iiot
only to look after the interest of his
constituents, or to legislate for the
county of Carleton alone, but for the
Dominion of Canada. le hoped that,
even yet, the Government would see
their way elear to make some change
in this matter. He suggosted that
they should put a duty on corn, which,
he thought, would raise the revenue by
$50,000 more than they expected to
derive by this additional tax on malt.
It was often asked what they proposed
to put a duty on. He was iii favone ot
doing just as they did in the United
States. ,It had been aiserted that wo
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imported nothing from the United
States in the way of cattle, sheep and
horses. He thought that was a mis-
take. He found that in 1876, 6,397
horned cattie were brought into the
Dominion, at a cost of about $164,000;
1,571 horses, at a cost of about $75,000;
and 11,856 sheep, at a cost of about
$23,000. In 1875, 125,000 swine were
imported, at a cost of $350,000. Did it
seem right that silks, velvets, jewellery,
pianos, and such aristocratie articles
should pay 17 ; per cent., while the poor
man's sugar was taxed 45 per cent.,
his molasses, 25 per cent.; bis oil, 25
per cent.; bis tobacco, over 100 per
cent.; his butter, 4c. per lb.; his cheese,
3c. per lb. and so on. Upon what
principle was our tariff got up ? Was
it that the poor and middle c"asses
Who consumed quantities of sugar, &c.,
should pay what ought to be paid by
ladies and gentlemen who wore silks,
velvots, fine cloth and jewellery, and
played on pianos? Was it that the
1)oor man's molasses should pay three-
fourths as miuch per cent. ad valorem
as the rich man's sparkling wines ?
He thought the Finance Minister
might take a hint in the way of pro-
tecting our farmers, and he thought lie
could raise the revenue without doing
injustice to any one party in the con-
munity. An anonymous communica-
tion had appeared in one of the city
papers, tolting the Ottawa members
that, if they voted protection,woe betide
them. He had stated the other day that
he thought the writer was an American.
He signed himself " Ottawa Valley."
He tried to show that protection would
be an injury to the farmer and the
lumberman. The author of that com-
munication belonged to a lumber firm
in this city, and did not want protec-
tion. He was connected with a saw-
mill and a flour mill in this city, and
that establishment imported a large
amount of Indian corn from the United
States, costing them a little less than
le. a pound, while they sold it for more
than 1½c. a pound, making a profit of
from 65 to 70 per cent. This was the
disinterested gentleman who wrote
over the signature of " Ottawa Valley."
He did not go so far as to say that the
Government ought to take the duty
off pork, but he hinted very strongly
at it. He (Mr. ]Rochester) consumed

Mr. ROCHESTER.

a good deal of this article during the
year but he thought the duty was ljght
enough, and that in fact the protection
was hardly sufficient to allow our
farmers to compete with the United
States in the raising of pork. Our
farmers could raise pork, but it was
impossible for them to do it as cheaply
as it was donc in the United States.
In regard to manufactures, we had a
nation of forty millions of people along
our border, and their manufactures,
which were many years senior to ours,
had succeeded. It was true that they
had been put to their wits' end, but
necessity was the mother of invention,
and hence the prosperity of the -United
States. Besides, the Americans were
sending their goods to England and
competing with English manufacturers
on their own ground. The London
Lumber Trade Journal contained an
article recently which stated that
English manufacturers were talking
seriously of protection. If that was
the case, was it any wonder that the
manufacturers of a young country like
this should ask for protection against
the United States. The Americans
were a very ingenious people. By
their practice of making tools for
every description of work they under-
took, they were able to manufacture
at 50 per cent. less cost than people
who did not pay so much attention to
the preliminaries. This fact, ina great
measure, explained why they could
export their goods into Canada and
undersell, despite a 17i per cent. tariff.
Yet hon. gentlemen agreed that we
wanted no protection. He had never
heard such an insane argument. With
regard to the lumber interests, ho con-
tended that we laboured under serious
disadvantages as compared with the
United States. The Americans had
the benefit of our rivers and canals for
floating their lumber, but they im-
posed a duty of $2gold on the products
of our forests. It had been charged
that the hon. member for Kingston
was to blame for this state of affaire-
that we would have been in a differont
position had the Washington Treaty
never been consummated. The hon.
member for Kingston, however, had
pointed ont that there were complica-
tions between the United States and
Great Britain, and that it was necessary
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that both sides should make concessions,
as Canada had been protected by the
mother country, and the hon. gentle-
man was perfectly right in attaching
his signature to that treaty. But the
trouble vas that the convention had
not been carried out by our neigh bours.
By it the Federal Governent of the
United States had to urge upon the
State Goverrnments the necessity of
granting to Canadian bottoms the riglit
to pass through American waters.
This privilege had never been allowed,
and it was thought that the State
Governments were to blamo. But it
appeared that the Federal Government
had the regulation of this matter, and
they had prohibited all foreign vessels
fron passing through the First
Collectoral District of New York.
In support of this position ho
cited a letter fron Mr. B. 11. Bristow
(Hansard, 187e, page 391). In this
connection he would also read the
following letter whieh contained
information of interest on this point:-
To the Editor of TfE CIzu:

"SIR,-On ny return home, atter an ab-
sence of a few days, I notice in Mr. Macken-
zie's reply to Dr. Tupper's speech on the
Budget, that he taunts the late Administra-
tion for the manner in which they bartered
awsy our canals to the Americans; and I
would like to call the attention of Mr. Mac-
kenzie, as well as every member ot Parlia-
ment, to a few facts.

" The Washington Treaty provides that we
give the Americans the use of our St. Law-
rence and other canals, and in return for
this, the United States Governmnent agree to
use their influence with the State Govern-
inents, to grant Canadians the similar use of
their canals. Now, Mr. Editor, tne State Gov-
ernments say they have no laws to prevent
our going through their canals, provided we
comply with their rules and regulations, and
to substantiate this, they allowed a number
tf Canadian vessis to pass through the White-

hall Canal in the spring of 1875. But the
owners of these barges were informed by the
Collector of Custons of the District of Chamt-
plain, that through instructions fron the
Secretary of the Treasury at Washington,
they are forbidden to continue such traie, as
the revenue laws of the United States would
not permit it, for, he further stated, a foreign
vessel could not carry foreign goods or mer-
chandize fron one district into another. To
explain this, I would state that eacl State is
divided into collecting districts; for instance,
the aistrict of Champlain extends fron
Rouse's Point to a point inidway on the
Whitehfll Oanal, at which point another
district commences; and a vessel having to
enter at the fiist port of entry imust enter in

sI?

the district of Champlain, and, according to
the above interpretation of the revenue laws,
cannot go out of that district with her cargo.
Now, Mr. Editor, I would ask you what this
has to do with the Washington Treaty? The
United States Government is not debarred
from carrying out their part in the Treaty by
the State laws. Even this can be got over by
paying the duties at Rouse's Point-as I amn
under the impression that their Act reads
that foreign vessels cannot carry foreign
goods from one district into another-for we
will readily see that the moment the duties
are paid that they become American goods.
But Mr. Editor, this is not the only objection
they make. They say that there is nothing
sai(l in the Treaty about the Hudson River,
and consequently they cannot give that up to
us; that they are willing that we should goto
Troy or Albany, but no fartber. Of course,
this means that we are debarred from our
lunber trade with New York city, and that
we cannot get to their coal regions, which
effectuallv debars us fron the trade alto-
gether. Now, this is the standpoint on which
I consider our Government ought to take
them on, for I would like to have any one
show me where Sir John, or any of our re-
presentatives, ever mentioned hie Richelieu
or Ottawa Rivers in the Treaty; and if the
A mericans can get out of their part of thebar-
gain on this ground, why cannot we do the
same Now, Mr. Editor, I for one do not
wish to drive the Americans from our waters,
but I do think they ought to give us what
they get, wheu we consider that not nore
than five years ago there were between 2,000
and 3,000 canal nen emploved in this trade,
with at least 350 barges and forty or fifty
steamers, while last season, all told, fortv
barges, four steamers and about 150 men did
all the work, and were only employed half the
time at that. I arm quite well aware that our
worthy Minfster of Customs, as well as his
efficient Deputy, are thoroughly conversant
with this subject, and cat pro prly lay it be-
fore Parliament, shoula the Hon. Mr. Mac-
kenzie so desire it, and in fact Mr. Burpee
went so far into the matter last sumer as
to draft a motion in Council to the effect that,
unless the Americans gave us what they
asked that we would not allow them to corme
pasL the foot of Chambly Canal, that is, that
they would not be allowed to enter the Rich-
elieu River on the same grounds that we
could not enter the Hudson. And, Mr. Edi-
tor, I have it from the best authority that
Mr. Mackenzie objected to this on the ground
that the Richelieu River is a canal, it baving
been dredged. Consequently, we have no
rivers in Canada of any importance, all the
principal ones being canals. You will hear
from me again on the subject of registration.

«Yours, &c.,
" FRwARiER."

Those facts were worthy of the
most se rions consideration. We
coul i ed our lumber to Albany
in Canadian bottoms, but then were
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obliged to transfer the lumber to
American vessels to be sent down the
Hudson to New York. The Govern-
ment ought to try to remedy this
state of things. It was not enough
for hon. gentlemen opposite to allude
to the Washington Treaty in reply to
such remonstrances. He believed that
the country was fully satisfied with
this treaty; but it had not been car-
ried into effect. If it was in force,
Canada would have nothing to coin-
plain of.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this matter
was not pertinent to the discussion.
If the hon. gentleman would only set
a day for a debate upon the Washing-
ton Treaty, he would be gratificd.
Meanwhile he could only state that
the Government had done everything
in their power to carry the provisions
of this treaty into effect.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he was very
glad to hear it, and he was certain
that this news would be gratifying
to the House and the country. He
hoped that the Government would
push their negotiations to a con-
clusion. It was not agreeable to
b3 told, as had been the case
with himself a short time ago by
Americans, that they had always the
best of the bargain relative to treaties
they had made with England. The
speech of the hon. member for North
Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) on this subject
had surprised him. He was astonished
to learn from the hon. gentleman that
our industrial productions during the
past year nearly by a million exceeded
in value those of 1875. The Journal of
Commerce in this relation said:

" The debate on Sir John A. Macdonald's
amendment to the resolutions of the Go 'ern-
ment eimbodying their fiscal policy has
brought forward several gentlemen who have
not hitherto taken a prominent part in tne
discussions in the House. Mr. Dalton Mc-
Carthy, the new miember for Cardwell, and
Mr. Charlton, member for North Norfolk,
spoke on opposite sides, and, if we may judge
by the array of figures quoted by both gen-
tlemen, they have made considerable prepa-
ration. On subjects such as that u'nder con-
sideration, figures are indispensably neces
sary, but great care must be taken to subject
thei to the closest scrutiny, as they are often
misleading, and not unfrequently used tQ
establish the foregone conclusions of the
speaker. Mr. Charlton. who is a stronig
Free-trader, asks the question: 'l ad we

Mr. ROCHESTER.

anything to complain of at the present
as to tle state and development of our
mannfactures ? In 1875 the exportation
ot domestic manufactures was $2,293,000,
and in 1876 it had increased to $3,164,000 :
surely an increase of 38 per cent. in
one vear was a satisfactory exhibit for
any industry to make, and he ventured to
say that in no other country, whether Free-
trade or Protectionis*. could be shown a better
exhibit.' Now we are ready to admit that
the figures cited by Mr. Charlton are correct,
and that tie deduction from those figures
appears to be plausible and calculated to
support that gentleman's free-trade argument;
but we must, at the same Lime, deny that
they convey an accurate description of the
real facts. It was, no doubt, convenient to
compare the year 1876 with 1875, a ytar of
greatly reduced exports, instead of with 1873;
but Mr. Charlton, when he undertook to
deal with the exports of manufactures, in
order to establish their development, ought
to have gone a little more into detail, and to
have shown in what branches of our infant.
manufactures there was such great pros-
perity. Not having been satisfied with the
general statement of M r. Charlton, we have
endeavoured to ascertain for ourselves what
particular trades are in such a flourishing
condition as that whicl. he has indicated.
The export of extract of Tfemlock bark was
$230,229 in 1875, and $372,258 in 1876. In
1873 it was only $106,000. Now it is at
!east open to grave doubt whether the in-
creased export of this article is ad vantageous
to our mnterests. A few years ago there
were urgent representations to the Govern-
ment to endeavor to restrain its exportation
by a prohibitory duty. It nay well be
doubted whether this increase of about
$150,000 is a subject for congratulation.
Then there is an increase in the export of'
iron and hardware of nearly $100,000. In
the years previous to 1876 no distinction is
miade between ' pig and scrap iron,' and ' iron
and hardware,' so that no fair comparison
can be made, but of the $292,211 exported
in 1876, no less than $196,928 was ' pig and
scrap;' and we must own that we should
have thought it a much greater subject of
congratulation to the House and the country
if Mr. Charltoin had been able to shew that
our pig and scrap iron bad been used at borme
in ourdonestic manufactures. Wood manu-
factures are better classified in 1876 than
in former years, and we are, therefore, unable
to institute a comparison on auy article but
that which is probably the most important,
viz: ' egar boxes.' In wood goods generally
there is no material difference between 1875
and 1876, but in both years there is a lament-
able thlling off from 1872 and 1873. Advert-
ing, however, to Mr. Charlton's years, sugar
boxes were $288,630 in 1875, and $205,166
in 1876. In 1873 they were $712,101. It will
be borne in mind that Mr. Charlton'e aggre-
gate inerease of e rts waa $871,340. We
have accounted for $244,060 under the heads
of hemlock bark and iron. The great item of
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increase is in leather and its manu'acture4.
These were $1,105,981 in 1876 and $527,348
in 1875, or an increase of $578,633. In this
article there has been a great improvement
in the classification, as until 1876 it was all
classed as ' leather.' Of the large quantity ex-
ported in 1876 no less than $956,379 was ' sole
and upper leather,' and, we con fess, as in the
case of pig and scrap iron, we doubt whether
the country is to be congratulated on sending
-off the raw material of a very important
manufacture. Thie total arnount of boots and
shoes exported in 1876 was $83,279, but we
have no means of instituting a comparison
between the exports of this article in 1876
and those of fbrmer years. There was also
an increase in grindstones in 1876 over 1875
to tie extent of$23,196, that utensil being an
entirely new article ofexport, not having been
noted at all until 1875, when it was $2,559.
We now come to 'sewing machines'-the
value of which in 1875 was $254,510, and in
1i76,$305,749, an increase of $51,239. As a
slight drawback to this increase we may no-
tice that the average values in 1875 were
about $2 eaci mactine higher than in 1876,
while in 1873 both the number and average
value was considerably higher than in 1876.
We have nmore than accounted already for
the aggregate increase of exports in 1876 over
1875. We cannot undertake to go through
the whole list, but in some items there was a
falling off, as in books, which were $15,634
lin 1875 and $20,579 in 1876; gypsui or plas-
ter, $49,809 in 1875 and $32,063 in 1876. On
the other hand, woollens were $17,954 in 1875
and $45,249 in 1876. It nust, however, be
ioted that in 1873 the export of gypsum was

$121,220 and of woollens, $52,780. We shall
not weary our readers with any more details,
but we trust that we have established our
point, which was that, by wholly omitting
details, Mr.Charlton gave a completely false
coloring to his picture of ' the state and de-
velopment ofour manufactures,' and that the
resu) t is anything but ' a satisfactory
,exhibit.'"

The exportation of extraut of hem-
lock bark, as business mon knew, was
extremely detrimental to the country.
To obtain these exports a very large
number of valuable hemlock trees had
to be felled for the purpose, and thou-
sands of acres of ground wore denuded
of these trees, to the number of
two or three millions a year.
The Tournal of Commerce went on to
say :

"On another point Mr. Charlton made
some remarks which would have been ap-
propriate had they not been tinged with
party spirit. The acquisition of British
Columbia and of the North-West Territory
bas been a heavy strain upon the resources
of the Domiion-that all muet admit. It
may be that the acquisition was premature,
but there can be no doubt whatever that the

politic l party in Ontario, with which Mr.
Charlton is identified, was specially respon-
sible for the early acquisition of the present
Province of Manitoba and of the North-West.
There was a serious division of opinion
among the small population of the territory
on the subject-the minority, composed
chiefly of new immigrants, being favourable
to the union with Canada, while the majority,
consisting of the native population, giving a
decided preference to the old Hudson Bay
Company's régime. All the negotiations were
conducted in concert with the Imperial
Government, and with their entire concur-
rence, and the Canadian Government had no
reason whatever to apprehend the serious
outbreak which afterwards occurred.
Nothing is easier than to find fault, and Mr.
Charlton, who comclains bitterly enougi of
fault-finding with the present Government,
is but too ready to imuitate the example o!
those whom he condemns. On the wlole,
the Manitoba difficulties were dealt with most
prudently and successfully, and with no con-
siderable expenditure of money. The North-
West having been acquired, the consolidation
of the Dominion by the incorporation of
British Columbia became almost a necessitv
Had it not taken place the annexation to ftie
United States of tie territorv west of the
Rocky Mountains could hardly have been
averted. We have no doubt that Mr. Charl-
ton would have solved the difficulty by
leaving British Columbia to its fate, but the
statesmen of his party have not ventured to
take that line. Their complaint bas ever
been that the Canadian Government did not
accept the ternis proposed by British

'Ceoluibia, viz the immediate construction
of a stage road, and the expenditure of not
less than a million per annum on a railroad.
lad suci a proposition been entertained by
Canada, there can be little doubt but that it
would have been amsailed with not less vigour
than was the scheme that was actually
adopted. While we see inuch to objectto in
Mr. Charlton's speech, the notice we have
taken of it is proof that we consider it
deserving of public attention."

Mr. SPEAKER said it was laid down
in fay that extracts from newspapers
or other documents relating to the
debates in the House could not be
read by hon. members.

Mr. ROCHESTER said that in this
respect he had only followed the
example of many other hon. members,
and particularly the President of the
Council.

Mr. SPEAKER said it was clearly
out of order.

Mr. ROCHESTER said the hon.
member for Arthabaska (Mr. Lau-ior)
had stated that the poor people of Mont-
real wero sufferingfearfully,and buying
coul by the pound and wood by the
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stick. What was the reason of that ?
Was it not because the manufactories
were closed and business was at a
standstill ?

Mr. LITTLE said that no apology
was necessary from him in addressing
the House, as he represented one of the
wealthiest and most populous agricul-
tural constituencies in the Dominion.
Many hon. members on the Minis-
terial benches had said that protection
was not needed by the farmers ; indeed
the hon. the Premier himself said that
the farmers could take care of them-
selves. It had also been said that the
American produce coming into
Canada did not materially affect our
market. He thought otherwise, and
believed that protection vas required
by the Canadian farmers just as it was
by the farmers of the United States.
Whatever difference of opinion there
might be as to protection and free-
trade, there existed no difference as to
the desirability of having reciprocity,
though the roaring speech of the
Minister of Justice at Aurora implicd
that some Canadians werc averse to it.
However, now those who were foolish
then had become wise, for all the
country was in favour of reciprocity-
but the Government could never
secure it by its present policy. If,
however, we had protection even
to a limited extent, we should be
nuch more likely ·to secure better

terms with the United States. If pro-
tection was good for the American
farmers and manufacturers, it was good
also for us. But the Government was
careless, and vas playing into the
hands of the American peoplc. The
hon. the Minister of the Interior re-
marked that the agricultural products
importod into Canada from the United
States did not tend to injure the Cana-
dian fârmer. On looking at the returns
lately brought down to the Ilouse, ho
found that last year there wore im-
ported into Canada from the United
States,-1,895 horses, value $92,770;
5,864 horned cattle, value $162,446 ;
30,195 swine, value $364,600; 11,344
sheep, value $22,358; al these were
imported at only 10 per cent. duty.
There was also of flour to the value of
$1,897,146, and meal to the value of
$43,988 imported free; whilst our
Canadian live stock had to pay a

Mr. ROCuESTER.

duty of 20 per cent., our whoat 20c.
per bushel, and our ilour 20 per cent.
for admission into the American
markets. Was it not a fact that
Canada had enough and to spare both
of stock and flour? Why, Canada ex-
ported no less than 229,922 of live-
stock valued at $1,826,172, with pro-
duce such as wool, hides, butter,
cheese, &c., to the value of $12,700,500 ;
and agricultural products, grain, &c.,
to the value of $17,258,358; thus
the farmers had great cause to com-
plain of the high duty Canadians had
to pay in the United States, and the
low duty the Americans had to pay
here. Not only did the farmers
object to the policy of freo-trade, but
they also objected to the extravagance
of the various Departments. Did they
not all know that, regarding the hon.
the Minister of Public Works, the pur-
chase of 50,000 tons of steel rails would
never have been made, If the firm of
Fairman, Cooper & Co., with his
brother as a partner, had never ex-
isted ? The idea of purchasing rails
before a mile of the railway was
located was absurd, and the countrv
lost a million dollars by it. Then,
again, giving a contract for the Geor-
gian Bay Branch Railway survey and
construction to Mir. Foster, allowing
that porson to withdraw from the con-
tract, and absolutely paying him some
$100,000 for committing a breach of
the bargain-paying him for a survev
at the rate of $500 per mile-was a
waste of money. Besides, it was folly
to construct the transit line before the
main railway was located, for whero
could we tell at what place the con-
nection would be made. He would also.
remark upon the carelesssness of the
hon. the Postmaster-General, who, in
that regard, was unlike his predecossors
in office. For instance, a few weeks
ago, ho made an enquiry if that De-
partment was going to adopt some plan
whcreby registered letters could not so
easily be tampered with, and if recom-
pense could not be allowed to parties
who thus suffered loss. The hon. the
Minister answered in a very curt way
that one letter was under his consid-
eration and nothing could be done as
to recompense. The fact was that 54
registered letters had been abstracted
last year, five of which werein his (Mr.
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Little's) own county, at a loss of from
$3 to $15 each. He held, that since
the Government constituted them-
selves the mail carriers of the Domin-
ion, and asked an appropriation of
$1,769,800 for this year's service, they
should be held accouitable for any loss
tbat was sustained, else what was the
use of registration? le thought the
Government was prone to blunder. But
the hon. the Finance Minister was
looked upon by his party as possessing
the ability of a Galt and the genius of
Sir Francis Hincks. The hon. the Min-
ister of Finance was fond of borrowing,
but never was a loan effected on worse
terms. The people blushed at the
thought of how low the credit of Canada
had fallen in the London market,
when the hon. the Finance Minister
sold our bonds last year at about 90c. on
the dollar, and lost £50,000 sterling
in borrowing £2,500,000. Why the
county treasurer of Simcoe never did
any thing so bad as that; the county
debentures never were sold at less
than 98c. on the dollar. The lion.
the Finance Minister had bet-
ter step out antd let a county treasurer
step in and regulate the Department.
Then, there was the hon. the Minister of
Immigration,who spent last year in his
Department more than $286,000, and
only about 25,000 emigrants came out,
of whom upwards of 6,000 returned to
Europe, most of them to the British
Isles, disgusted with the country be-
cause they could find no work, our
mills and manufactories Leing idle.
And, to cap the climax of folly, abso-
lutely the Governmont sent 234 emi-
grants back to France at a cost
of $5,000. Ho (Mr. Little) held
that it was the duty of the Goverument
in inducing emigrants to come here to
find them work instead of throwing
them on the municipalities for relief.
The times were undoubtedly bad ; but
the Government should rise to the
occasion and adopt better measures for
the country's welfare, and endeavour
to lessen the distress. That could not
be done by a rest-and-be-thankful
poliey. With regard to the manufac-
turing interests, ho held that there
was a very close afinity between the
manufacturing and agricultural in-
terests. If one prospered the other
was not far bohind. Every farmer

was better off having carding, flour,
saw and shingle mills in his locality,
but such must be in running order, in
full blast, to be of service. Well,
nearly all these were shut down, and
the Americans flooded our markets
with products, taking away our people's
gold that should remain in the country.
He did not believe the statement of the
hon. the Minister of the Interior. that
the more we imported the richer we
should be, even if we did not export so
much. That was another instance of
that hon. Minister's fallacies. He
could not help contrasting the present
position of the country with that when
the right hon. member for Kingston
was at the head of affairs. Then there
was a good time for the town and
country, for the farmer, manufacturer,
mechanic and the labourer. Let them
look at the picture now; hear the
cries of thousands for work; view
the tramps begging from door to
door ; find out the amount of taxes
that were paid by municipalities
for the support of the poor, and then
let them consider whether there
was not reason to believe that this at
all events was partly owing to the
present Governmont. He hoped, how-
ever, that a good time was coming.
The people were tired of waiting, and
would soon release the country from its
bad position. They required protec-
tion at the hands of the Government
of the day, and asked Heaven to pro-
tect them against the Government
which was plunging the country into
ruin.

Mr. BORRON said the issue really
before the House was not between frec-
trade and protection, but between
protection as it was at present and pro-
tection as the hon. gentlemen opposite
wished it to be. The Government had
expressed no intention of taking away
from any industry that amount of
protection already received under the
tariff. The amendments moved by thie
right hon. member for Kingston and
the hon. member for Centre Wellingtoi
(Mr. Orton) plainly meant an increase
of the tariff, oi in other words, an
increase of what they were pleased to,
call "protection." He was aware that
some hon. gentlemen might deny this
and assert that "re-adjustment of tho
tariff " or " an arrangement of tho
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tariff of Customs duties" did not
necessarily imply an increase. He
knew that these phrases were
ambiguous and might be perverted so
as to mean anything or nothing.
Fortunately, however, where words
failed to bind, actions might be appealed
to. In voting as they did for the
amendment of the hon. member for
Hamilton (Mr. Wood) the Opposition
committed themselves to the view for
which he (Mr. Borron) contended.
That amendment was couched in these
words:-

" That inasmuch as it lias been deerned
necessary to raise an additional revenue, it
is the opinion of this House that the interests
of the country would be better served by
im posing additional duties upon such goods
and wares as nay be produced in Canada ;
thereby affordina' increased protection while
securing the additional revenue required."

The Opposition voted for that amend-
ment almost to a man, and no further
proof was needed that the phrases " re-
adjustment of the tariff " and " to
arrange the Customs tariff," in the
amendment of the riglit hon. member
for Kingston and the hon. member for
Centre Wellington respectively, really
and truly meant an increase ofthe tariff;
the hon. member for South Norfolk
(Mr. Wallace) had said, that " Govern-
ment was a system of protection,"
that it was the duty of every Govern-
ment " to protect the weak against
the strong, the right against the
wrong." He entirely agreed with that
hon. gentleman. le (Mr. Borron)
held that, whatever other functions or
duties a Governinent might be justified
in assuming, the first, the most sacred
and important duty was, the main-
tenance of the just and equal rights
and liberties of the people. That was
his firm belief, and it was in the light
of that groat fundamental principle
that he proposed to treat the question
now beforo the House. Taxation
could hardly be a blessing under any
circumstances, although hon. gontle.
mon opposite would have the country
believe that they could so adjust or re-
adjust it as to benefit every one. It was,
at best, in his opinion, the lesser of
two evils. There were two systems or
modes of taxation, called direct and in-
direct. The direct mode of taxation
was adopted in our corporations and
municipalities, and was well enough

Mr. BORRON.

understood by the people generally.
It was, in his opinion, the most just. if
not the only just system of taxation.
It was urged, however, by opponents
that it was or would be impracticable
to levy and collect the Dominion
taxes in that way; even that it would be
impossible. It was asserted that the
people, and the working classes
especially, were not provident enough
to set aside ont of their weekly or
monthly wages, the sums required to
satisfy the demands of the tax gatherer
when he called. If this were so, the
fault, if any, was in the people and not
in the system. The other mode of
taxation, the indirect, was the system
under which the revenue was obtained
when levied on the commodities pro-
duced abroad. The tax was paid by
the merchant who imported or brought
them into the country. It was regu-
lated according to a list or tariff ap-
proved by Parliament, and the duties
imposed were called Custom duties. On
mcst manufactured goods or articles,
the present duty, as hon. members
knew, was 17½- per cent., or, in other
words, 17±c. on the dollar. When
levied on the commodities produced in
the country itself, such as spirits, beer
or tobacco, the duty was called an
Excise duty and was paid, in the first
place, by the distiller, brewer or to-
bacco manufacturers to the Govern-
ment. Both those taxes, however,
were ultimately paid by the consumer.
So long as the article taxed was grown
or produced abroad, and either was
not-or could not be-produced in
the country itself, such as tea for
example, the duty could be fairly
collected, and all went into the
Treasury. As regarded those articles,
like spirits or beer, which, when im-
ported from abroad, paid Customs
duties,and when manufactured at home,
as they could be, paid a corresponding
Excise duty, was there any material
loss, unless from smuggling, sustained
by the revenue ? But it was a very dif-
forent thing when commodities manu-
factured abroad were éalled upon to
pay Custom duties when brouglit into
the country, and the same things were
permitted to be manufactured in the
country itself without paying any
corresponding Excise duty whatever.
The whole bearing of that important
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part of the subject could not be made
plain to those classes in the country
not actually engaged in commerce,
unless illustrated by some familiar
example. He would take bats, for
instance, and suppose that a Montreal
merchant imported a lot from England
which cost him, landed at Montreal,
$1 cach. He would be obliged to pay
to the Collector of Customs there 171
per cent. Customs duties on the value,
or 17jc. on the dollar, and as each
hat cost a dollar, it would bring the
duty to just 17½c. bringing the
cost of each bat up to $1.171. Suppose
he sold them to a country store at a
profit of 10 per cent., or 10c.
on the dollar, the price paid
by the country storekeeper would
in *hat ca-e be $1.28 for each bat.
Theu suppose that the country store
keeper added 20 per cent., the price
would come $1.55, at which price the
hats were finally sold to the farmers,
fishermen or miners, who wore them
and were called the consumers, for, if
they lived long enough, it was to be
hoped they would wear the hats out
and in due time want others. Now the
consumer, it would be observed, paid
the first cost of the hat, the tax or
duty, the profit of the importer or
wholesale merchant and also the profit
of the country storekeeper, all these
items being included in the $1.55 that
he was finally charged. He would
now further suppose that the numlber
of bats required for the whole
Dominion was one million annually,
and, as there was ns yet no bat
manufactory in this country, that the
whole had to be imported from England.
The revenue from one million of hats
inported would be $175,000. Suppose
now, that some enterprising individual
who understood the business and knew
that bats coald bc made in Canada at
the cost or rate of one dollar each,
established a bat manufactory. He
-tccordingly set to work and made, say
100,000 bats the first year, on which
he cleared $17,500 profit. The importa-
tion from England would fall froin one
million hats to 900,000, and the revenue
from $175,000 to $157,500 next year.
Our enterprising manufacturer would
perhaps take in a partner or two, and
increase the number of bats to 200,000,
the profit on which at 17-c. each

would be $35,000. The quantity of
bats imported would full to 800,000,
the Customs duties on which would
amount to $140,000. In themeantime
there was no reduction whatever in
the price paid by the consumer-he
was paying the tax or duty all the
time-but, instead of going into the
public Treasury as it should do, it was
going into the pocket of the manu-
facturer. Thus the manufacturers
went on from year to year in-
creasing in numbers and extending
their business until the account stood
thus:-Hats imported from England.
none; revenue therefrom, nothing;
bats manufactured in Canada, one
million; manufacturers' profit, $175,000;
price of bats to the consumer, still
$1,55 each. This example would serve
to illustrate and show three things;
first, the principle of indirect taxation,
" incidental protection " so called ;
second, the operation hy which certain
bat manufacturers (infant manufac-
tures) had been benefitted and fostered
and enabled to realize a splendid
income; lastly, it lay bare the process
of "incidental spoliation" by which
the Treasury had been robbed of
$175,000 annually, and for which the
people at large had been taxed without
rceciving any corresponding benefit or
advantage whatever. He (Mr. Borron)
contended that what was true of one
million of hats, was oqually truc of
$70,000,000 worth of goods and articles
produced annually in the mills and
factories of Canada at the present time.
It had been shewn in the case of the
bats that, so long as the manufacturer
did not glut the market, the price
of the hats vas just as mucI as if they
had been brought from England and
paid 17½c. on the dollar Customs
duties. So in like manner was the
price of this $70,000,000 worth of
manufactured articles increased by
17.c. on the dollar to the Canadian
purchaser or consumer, that was, to the
farmer, lumberman, fisherman, miner,
shipbuilder and others, numbering
nine-tenths at least of the whole people
who thus paid a tribute of $10,000,000
annually to support, and in some in-
stances doubtless to enrich, those so-
called infant industries, to foster and
" proteet," whieh was the declared
object of the leaders and framers of the
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"Great National Policy." With res-
pect to the woollen manufactures, ho
observed from the Census Returns for
1871 that the sum paid in yearly
wages was $917,827, that the value of
the raw material was $3,217,068,
and value of the articles produced,
$5,507,549; that the loss to the revenue
on this commodity alone amounted at 15
per cent. to $826,132, or, as nearly as
possible, nine-tenths of the whole
yearly wages were incidentally paid by
the people of Canada. It was really
just the same as if a bonus or bounty
of $826,132 was paid continually out
of the people's money to those
manufacturers. From the Census
Returns relating to cotton factories it
appeared that the yearly wages
amounted to $129,400, that the raw
inaterial cost $462,000, that the value
of the articles produced was $781,800,
showing a loss to the revenue of
$127,270 yearly, or again nearly nine-
tenths of the whole amount paid for
labour. That was one of those manu-
tures that was generally believed to
be suffering most severely, but that
belief was not borne out by the facts.
On referring to the Trade and Naviga-
tion Returns it would be found that the
quantity of raw cotton imported in
1871 was 2,246,0051b., valued at
$340,901, whereas in 1876 it vas
5,527,4281 b. valued at $660,983, clearly
proving that the production of
these cotton factories had actually
doubled itself in five years. This lie
would say was a symptom indicative
of decided prosperity and not distress.
le could not help feeling some sur-
prise and indignation in view of the
facts stated that manufacturers should
come to Parliament demanding that
additional daties should be imposed
upon such goods and wares as they
might produce, thereby affording them
increased protection. It was charitable
to suppose that they were blinded by
self-interest; that, while keenly alivo
to the advantage of any increase of the
tariff to thlemselves, they failed to per-
ceive the grievous wrong they were
inflicting on the people. It was
so one hundred years ago, according ta
Adam Smitb, and it seemed as if it was
so nsw. That manufacturers were
still keenly alive to 'their own
interests was proved by the way

Mr. BORRON.

in which they -had treated the
application of the distressed coal
miners of Nova Scotia, asking that
a moderate duty might be imposed on
coal. These poor miners had as good
a claim to protection as any manufac-
turer in Canada, yet how were thev
treated by those men who had been
preying on the miners and other con-
sumers for years ? Why, they were
told that the manufacturers might be
disposed to agree to a duty of 50c. a
ton upon soft coal as a part of a " pro-
tection" policy, under which the duty
on manufactured goods should be
increased from 17½ to 20 per cent. As
the quantity of coal imported froni the
United States vas 625,203 tons, the
sacrifice those gentlemen proposed sub-
mitting to, in aid of their suffering
fellow countrymen, and to prove their
consistency as good Protectionists,
would be $312,601, as against whicl
they modestly asked an increase of 2½
per cent. duty on manufactured goods,
equivalent, on the goods manufactured
in Canada, to a tax on the miners and
other consumers of, probably, from one
to two millions of dollars. That was,
they were willing to pay $312,600 with
one hand if they could get back from
one and a half to two millions with the
other. Surelygodliness was profitable
unto all things, but especially to the
manufacturers. Hle would now briefly
examine the amendment of the rigIt
hon. member for Kingston, in the light
of thc conclusions he had arrived at.
But he would say, in the first place,
that the hon. member for Druminond
and Arthabaska (Mr. Laurier) was
mistaken in ascribing any merit t>
the hon. inember for Stanstead (Mr.
Colby) as having brought about the
reduction in the duty on coal oi.
As far as ho remembered, the
lion. member for Carleton (Mr. Roches-
ter) was the first to cal[ attention
to the hardship and injustice of the
thon existing high duty on petroleum,
and it was genorally believed and
expected that there would be a redue-
tion before the hon. member for Stan-
stead brought forward his motion last
year. Indeed he considered that the
hon. member for Stanstead had not
acted with consistency in reference to>
that matter, for, first of all, he had
voted for the lion. member for Kin-
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ston's motion, in favour of protection;
and, after being defeated on that ques-
tion, he picked ont the one article in
the tariff that was most obnoxious to
the people of the Maritime Provinces,
and proposed to reduce the protection
on that article. He contended, there-
fore, that any credit that was due was
due to the Government and its sup-
porters, and not to the hon. member
for Stanstead or the Opposition. The
amendmnent of the right hon. member
for Kingston called upon the house to
express its regret "that the financial
policy, submitted by the Government,
increases the burthen of taxation on
the people, without any compensating
advantages to Canadian industries."
Now, in reference to this part of the
amendment, he would observe that, in
imposing a tax upon tea and upon
malt, the Government had not donc so
without a compensating advantage;
whereas the hon. member for Kingston
would confine the advantage to one
particular class, naniely, the manufac-
turers. The Government having, im-
posed a tax which would fall on the
people, very properly considered it
their duty to accompany it by a com-
pensating advantage which would
benefit the whole people. That it had
done by largely reducing the duty
on petroleum, the effect of which had
been greatly to reduce the price of coal
oil to the people. The rich might
light up their mansions with gas or
with wax tapers, but petroleum or coal
oil was the light of the people at large;
and the reduction in the price of
that now almost indispensable article
would be a boon to all, but more
especially the working classes. The
right hon. member for Kingston had
further called on the House to express
the opinion that there should be "such
a re-adjustment of the tariff as will
benefit and foster the agricultural, min-
ing and manufacturing interests of the
Dominion." He (Mr. Borron) had
already endeavoured to show that re-
adjustment of the tariff with the view
to benefitting and fostering manufac-
turing industries although called " pro-
tection" was really legalized spoliation,
and class legislation in its most specious
forrm. That the right hon. member
for Kingston might enrich one class
of industry at the expense of the peo-

ple generally, on the plan of robbing-
Peter to pay Paul, he fully admitted.
He could as soon believe, however,
that the right hon. leader of the Op-
position had discovered the philoso-
pher's stone and could convert at will
all the base metals into gold, as he
could believe in his ability to benefit
and foster the agricultural, mining and
manufacturing industries of the Do-
minion by any re-adjustment or in-
crease of the tariff. He had been con-
nected with or engaged in mining
pursuits for twenty years, during
the greater portion of which period the
right hon. member for Kingston had
been in power, and ho was not aware
that during all that period anything
had been done to protect or aid the
miner. He would not trespass longer
on the patience of the House at that
late hour, but would vote against
every resolution or amendment which
had for its aim and object the increase
of what hon. gentlemen opposite vere
pleased to call "Protection."

Mr. MONTEITII said 2,500,000 of
the population of Canada were engagect
in agricultural pursuits. He had been
connected with farmers for forty years,
and ho thought he might presume to
know somothing of'their warits; and
his opinion was that their great want
was protection. They wanted the
Canadian markets for Canadians. Our
neighbours across the border, while,
ready to take advantage of the facili-
ties we afforded them for trading, yet
refused to admit our farmers to their
markets on an equal footing. In con-
sequence of this patent inequality
between the farmers of the two coun-
tries, large numbers of our agricultur-
al population were leaving Canada to
take farms in the United States in
order that they might have the advan-
tage of two markets. When the
Americans could bring their goods here
in the face of a 1 per cent.tariff, and
undersell our manufactures, it was
nothing but right that the Govern-
ment should so remodel the tariff as to,
give an efficient protection to native
industries. The duty on thoso articles
produced in Canada which suffered from
the unfair competition should be raised .
The salt interest was one that particu-
larly required protection. It gave
employment to a large number of peo-
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,ple, and it was not right that we should
allow it to suffor when it might be

rnade prosperous by a little protection.
The farmers were undoubtelly fav-
-ourable to the policy enunciated by
the hon. member for Kingston. Last
year a Committee was granted to in-

,-quire into the cause of the depression
in the agricultural interest. Circulars
-were sent to leading farmers in all parts
-of the Dominion and a great deal of
waluable information was obtained in
response thereto. Another Committee
'was appointed at the same time to
investigate the general depression of
trade. As an illustration of how the
.present Government treated the farm-
-ers, he might state that the evidence
taken before the Depression Committec,
which was very voluminous. was
printed in book form and was widely
circulated; but the evidence taken by
the Agricultural Committee was only

,partly printed and was not nearly so
widely published. He receivel one
copy of the latter, while he had about

ýa dozen of the more bulky pamphlet of
the former. He did not think the
Government were doing their duty
towards the farming population, who
were seven-eighths of the community

-and the mainstayof the country. At a
meeting of the South Huron Agricul-
àtural Society, held recently, tho fol-
Iowing resolution was unanimously

cad opted :--

"1hat the Directors of the South Huron
Agricultuiral Society see with imuch regret,
dhat the American Government still continues
to place restrictions, in the shape of high
Customs duties, on all Canadian farm pro-

,duce entering the United States, and we
humbly submit that the policy of our Gov-
ernment, which admits Aierican agricu!-
tural produce into Canada on more favourable
terns than we are permitted to enter their
'markets, is unjust to the agricultural inter-
-ests cof this Dominion; while, as farmers we
-are willing to pay, and do pay, at least our
full share of the burdens of the country,
>encourage manufacturers, a1d, when neces-
sary, fight the battles of the country, we
think it only simple justice tbat we should
-bave the benefit of our own markets."

He did not think he was mistaken
rin declaring that that resolution ex-
pressed the sentiments of the bulk of
the agriculturists of Canada. If they
did not receive protection from the
present rovernment, he thought the
tinie was coming when bectter men

Mr. MONTEITH.

would control the affairs of the nation,
and who would see that the interests of
the farmers were not overlooked in
their fiscal policy.

Mr. PLAT1 said he could not agree
with the policy of the Government.
The imposition of a higher duty on
malt was not required by the exigencies
of the revenue,nor was such a duty like-
ly to have the beneficial results which
some parties seemed to think. It was
a stop directly opposed to the temper-
ance cause, as an increase in the price
of beer meant an increase in the con-
sumption of whiskey, which was ad-
mittedly more hurtful in its effects
than beer. It was useless to assert
that the price would not be advanced
in consequence of this move of the
Government. The cost of manufacture
would be increased, and there must be
an effect on the consumer, either ini
the way of a higher price or a poorer
article for the present price.

Mr. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.) said
that, at this late hour, it was not his
intention to occupy much'of the time
of the louse. This important question
had been fully and ably discussed on
both sides, and ho had no doubt every
hon. member had his mind made up
as to how he wonld vote. He, however,
must say that he was what was termed
a Free-trader, as he believed were most
people in the Maritime Provinces.
He thought that 171 per cent., with
the cost of importation, amo unting to
5 per cent. more, was sufficient pro-
tection for Canadian manufactures. A
revenue must be raised, and if, under a
protective policy, the duty on many
articles was to be reduced to favour
the manufacturer, the amount of such
reduction would have to be made up
on other articles, these additional
duties would have to be paid by
the general consumer, the agricul-
turists arid others receiving no com-
pensation in return, whilst the manu
facturers would be placed in a position
to form rings or monopolies, and de-
mand much more for their goods than
the same description would cost if im-
ported under a fair revenue tariff from
England or the United States. They
had astriking example of the effect of
protection in the late coal oil contbina-
tion of Ontario. The Province of
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Prince Edward Island, fi om its isolated
position and small population, could
not possibly become a manufacturing
place to any extent,-shut out as
it was nearly half the year from all parts
Of the world. The people there had to
depend upon their rich lands and valu-
able fisheries. The mackerel fishery
w-as the most valuable and many of
the people engaged in it The United
States offered the only market for
those fish, and there they were admit-
ted duty free under the Washington
Treaty. The fishermen, or many of
them got their supplies from the trad-
ers, who as a rule, had all their busi-
ness relations with the United States,
whence they imported what they
required to carry on their business, and
in return they forwarded their fish for
sale. The same applied to Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick -the coal region
perhaps excepted-and any legislation
that would disarrange this business
would do a serions injury. While he
was prepared to vote against all amend-
ments and resolutions which favoured
protection, lie felt equally bound to
vote against the increase of duties pro-
posed by the Government as bearing
particularly hard upon the working
and poor man, more particularly at a
time of great depression, such as now
existed, when he felt that the Govern-
ment should do all in its power to re-
lieve the labouring classes, instead of
putting increased burdens upon them.
He had always thought that it required
a great deal of financial skill and abil-
ity to undertake the responsible task
of Finance Minster, but, when he heard
the speech of the hon. the Finance
Minister, he changed his mind. What
did it amount to? Why, he told the
House in the first place that there was
a deficit of nearly two millions during
the past year, that the expenditure
would not be so large this year, and
that if an increase in the tariff amount-
ing to $600,000 or $700,000 were made,
it would be sufficient for all purposes;
and to raise that amount he proposed
to double the tax upon malt and to add
two cents per pound on tea, when the
poor man atready found it hard to get
even the necossaries of life. He believ-
ed that any common-place school boy
could have arranged the tariff- in a
much more intelligent and reasonable

way to raise the required aiount..
Although the general taxation in other
places was much higher than here,
in no country in the world was there
such an extravagant duty upon
malt as that now proposed. Tho
hon. member for Ilamilton (Mr.
Wood) read a letter from some friend
of his, which, as he stated, he felt sure
would convince every hon. member of
this House of the justness of this
tax ; and, as he (Mr. Pope) did
not think it possible that any
two minds could conceive the
grand idea of this particular tax, at the
same time, lie must give the hon.
member's correspondent the credit of
originating it, and of influencing the
Finance Minister-who this correspon-
dent was, the House had not been told.
Further than that, he once was con-
nected with a brewery-the chances
were that he was driven out from some
establishment, and, by way of injuring
his former employer, suggested this
tax, and succeeded-backed by the
strong influence of the hon. member
for Hamilton-in dictating the policy-
of the Government. The average cost
of barley was about 70c. per busheP,.
and the tax amounted to 72c. a bush3l.
The result of the tax would be that it
would affect the price of barley to the
farmer. It would drive many of the-
brewers to make an inferior class of
ale, would increase the price so as to
drive the labouring classes, who wero-
the principal consumers of be'r, to-
drink more of deloterious whiskey. He
would much rather support the Finance-
Minister in doing away with the liquor
traffic altogother. As regarded the tea
question, it was well known that the
more wealthy class took coffee for
breakfast, dined late, and, perhaps,
took another cup of coffee; whereas-
the labouring and middle classes
had tea three times a day; conse-
quently, the greater portion of the-
increased tax would fall upon those-
least able to bear it. If a larger re-
venue were wanted, why not put the-
additional duty on brandy, spirits of*
all kinds, high-priced wines, broad-
cloths, silks, satins, velvets, ribbons,
feathers, etc., so that it would be-
paid by those who could best afford to
pay it. So far as his Province was.
concerned, they wanted reciproeity
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with the United States ; and if a hos-
tile tariff, discriminating duties, or a
general readjustment, would attain
that object, he would willingly go for
-tny or all of them, believing that the
interests of the Province and of the
Dominion would be best served by so
doing; but, at present, lie must say he
saw no reasonable prospect of obtain-
ing reciprocity.

Mr. GAUDET said, despite the long
discussion which had takon place on
this important question of protection

>or free-trade, lie could not allow this
oe:asion to pass without making a few
observations on the points at issue.
le vas far from pretending that ho
eould add an% thing new of any great
value to what had been said ; but a
protectivo tariff would be favourably
regarded in the Province of Quebec.
,and this project nad been advocated
warmly for several years by the
Liberals. But how could this be ac-
complished, since to-day they did not
bring pressure to bear upon the G-ov-
ernment with the view of securing
protection? He was glad to see that
protection was demanded for the agri-
cultural interests and farmers, a class
to which he had always been proud to
belong. He asked permission to thank
the hon. tha mover of this amendment,
in the naine of the county he had the
honour to represent, for his good in-
tentions with regard to the interests of
farmers. It would be wrong to refuse
this protection to agriculturists as well
as to any other class that requested it.
Misery was extending its effects every-
where, in the cities as well as in the
country; and he declared, without
hesitation, that the Government did
not pursue a proper policy in refrain-
ing trom doing more on public works
than was being done-in order to
afford employment to those who had
nothing to do, and who were now
bewailing their unhappy fate. It was
during such years of misery as this
that the works which were considered
necessary in the interests of the coun-
try should be pressed forward with
vigour. Independently of the services
which would thus be rendered to the
suffering classes of the community, the
Governiment would reap agreat advan -
luge fri c1h a course owi g to ihe
reduction of wages. He knew he would

M r. PoiE.

be told that the finances were not in a
sufficiently prosperous condition to
permit them to do more, and that the
deficit of the present year, amounting
to some two millions, had been due to
a certain extent to the prodigality
shown in previous years ; but he thought
that the people throughout the
Dominion would look with a favour-
able eye upon a loan being effected for
a certain sum, in order to construct
indispensable public works, which
would have as its result the relief of
misery. Had not the Government on
their accession to office hastened to
levy three millions of additional taxes
in order to create new offices with
high salaries attached for their friends.
He thought he was in a position to say
in the nane of the farmers of the
Province of Quebec: " If you do not
wish to do anything to aid us in
sustaining the sufferers from this state
of things, at least do not refuse to give
us proper protection, which will
enable us to furnish work to those who
have it not, and who are crying of
hunger." He would go farther and say
that, during the past several years, the
Government had expended large sums
to bring out immigrants who had not
given full and entire satisfaction. They
had thus augmented considerably the
number of the country's poor, which
they left to-day in charge of the resi-
dents of the country. As a Govern-
ment, their share of aid only consisted
in taking care of those who occupied
the prisons and penitentiaries; the rest
was left to the charge of the people.
In terminating his remarks, lie was
not prepared to say that he would
vote for an increase of duties upon
articles which we could not produce in
sufficient quantity for consumption,
nor was he more willing than the hon.
member for Drummond and Artha-
baska to tax the bread of the poor. It
seemed to him that the agricultural
interests could be protected without
goingsofar as this. The hon. member,
while refusing all protection, said he
did not wish to tax the bread of the
poor man, but the hon. gentleman
appeared eager to bring about such a
state of things as would prevent the
poor hjtving any bread to eat. He did
not hesitate to say that it was botter
for a poor man to pay twenty cents for
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his loaf of bread when in employment,
than to pay only fifteen cents when he
had nothing to do. It appeared to him
that one need not bc extremely intelli-
gent to understand this niatter. The
hon. gentleman was one of those who
had advocated protection d uring several
vears past as a means of rendering the
Dominion pr'o-perous; and, neverthe-
less, to-day the hon. gentleman pro-
nounced against it. The hon. meinber
fbr Bagot, in his able speech on this
.~ubet, seemed to wish to hasten the
entrv of the hon. member for ïDrum-
m1ond and Arthabaska i.to the Minis-
trV. lis hon. friend must permit him
to differ with him in opinion. He
thought thal. in the interests of the
hion. member for Drummond and
Arthabaska, it would be much better if
tie hon. gentleman would take a few
years more in order to mature his
ideas on the question of protection.
Before entering into a Ministry, the
hon. gentleman should know what
views lie should entertain with regard
to this important matter. As a means
of1 pr'oteetion, they should diminish the
.Excise duty on Canadian tobacco, or
increase the duties on foreign tobaccos,
in order to encourage the production
of this article, which was raised
in this country with great success.
Further, vas it just that the Canadian
farmer should pay to the American
Government 20 per cent. for the privi-
lege of selling his stock and produce in
the United States, whilst the Ameri-
ean farmer coming into our markets
had onlv to pay a duty of 10 per cent ?
There was, besides, a good way of
protecting the agricultural interests,
'whieh would be to pass a measure
to prevent the exportation of
manure from our cities to the
United States, as ivas nentioned to
be the case by the lion. member for
àChambly before the Special Committee
appointed last year in the agricultural
interests. This exportation was injuri.
ous. Iaving made few observations, he
would state that he would vote for the
amendment of the hon. mnember for
Centre Wellington, and for any other
amendment baving for its object the
procuring of a reasonable degree of
protection.

Question put, and amendnent to the
amendment (Mr. Orton) negaticed, on
the following Division:-

YEAS:
Messieure

Baby McDonald(Cape Breton)
Benoit McDougall (Three Riv.)
Blanchet McKay (Colchester)
1Bowell Macmillan
Birooks McCallum
Brown McCarthy
Bunster McGreevy
Cameron McGregor
Campbell McQuade
Caron Masson
Cimon Mitchell
Colby Moffat
Costigan Monteith
Coupal Montplaisir
Currier Mousseau
Cuthbert Norris
Daoust Orton
DeCosmos Ouimet
Desjardins Palmer
Dewdney Pinsonneuilt
Domrille Platt
Donahue Plumb
Farrow Robillard
Fraser Robinson
Gaudet Robitaille
liibbs (North Ontario) Rochester
Gibbs (South Ontario) Ross (East Diurhai)
Gill Roy
laggart Schultz
larwood Stephenson
lurteau Thompson (Cariboo)
Joues (South Leeds) Tupper
Kirkpatrick Wallace (S. Norfolk)
Lanthier White (East Hastings)
Little White (North Renfrew)
Macdonald (Cornwall) Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Macdonald (Kingston) Wright (Pontiac).-74.

NAYS:
Messieurs

Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Bannatyne,
Béchard
Bernier
Bertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Bolduc
Borden
Borron
Bowman
Boyer
Brouse
Buell
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain
Cauchon
Charlton
Cheval
Christie
Church.
Cockburn
Coffin
Cook
C unningham
Davies
Dawson

Irving
Jetté
Jones (Halifax)
Kerr
Killam
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Laurier
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
Macdonnell
Macdougall(EastElgin)
McDougall (S. Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
Mackenzie
McCranay
Ilelntyre
Mc[saac
McLeod
McNab
Metcalfe
Mills
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pope (Queen's, P.E.[.)
Pouliot
Power
RAy
Richard
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Delorme Roscoe
De St. Georges Ross (West Middl
DeVeber Ross (Prince Edw
Dymond Ryan
Ferris Scatcherd
Fiset Scriver
Fleming Shibley
Flynn Sinclair
Forbes Smith (Peel)
Fréchette Smith (Selkirk)
Galbraith Smith (Westmorel
Gibson Snider
Gillies St. Jean
Gillmor Taschereau
Goudge Thibaudeau
Greenway Thompson (1laldin
Guthrie Trow
Hagar Vail
Hall Wallace (Albert)
Higinbotham Wood
Holton Workman
forton Yeo
Huntington Young.-l 13.

Question put, and amendment
John A. Macdonald) negatived, on
following Division :-

TEAs:

Baby
Benoit
Blanchet
Bowell
Brooks
Brown
Bunster
Cameron
Campbell
Caron
Cimon
Colby
Costigan
Coupal
Currier
Cuthbert
Daoust
DeCosmos
Desjardins
Dewdney
Domville
Donahue
Farrow
Fraser
Gaudet
Gibbs (North
Gibbs (South
GUI
Haggart
Harwood
Hurteau
Jones (South
Kirk trick
Lan ti ier
Little

Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Bannatyne
Barthe
Béchard
Bernier
Bertram
Biggar
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Messieurs
Macdonald (Kingston)
McDonald(Cape Bretoi)
McDougall (Three Ri)
McKay (Colchester)
Macmillan
McCallum
McCarthy
McGreevy
McQuade
Masson
Mitchell
Moffat
Monteith
Montplaisir
Mousseau
Orton
Ouimet
Palmer
Pinsonneault
Platt
Plumb
Robillard
Robinson
Robitaille
Rochester

Ontario) Roy
Ontario) Schultz

Leeds)

Stephenson
Thompson (Cariboo)
Tupper
Wallace(SouthNorfolk)
White (East Bastings)
White (North Renfrew)
Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Wright (Pontiac).-70.

NATS:
Messieurs

Jetté
Jones (Halifax)
Kerr
Killam
Kirk
Lafiamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Laurier

esex)
ard)

and)

and)

(Sir
the

Blackburn
Bolduc
Borden
Borron
Bourassa
Bowman
Boyer
Brouse
Buell
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain
Caucbon
Chaulton
Cheval
Chri-tie
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Cook
Cunningham
Davies
Dawson
Delorme
De St. Georges
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fise t
Fleming
Flynn
Forbes
Fréchette
Galbraith
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Greenway
Gnthrie
Hagar
Hall
Hii nbotham
Holton
Horton
liuntington
Irving

Question put,
on the following Division:-

Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Bannatyne
Barthe
Bôchard
Bernier
Bertram
Bigga r
Blackburn
Bolduc
Borden
Borron
Bourassa
Bowman
Boyer
Brounse
Buell
Burk
Burpee (St. John)

TEAS :

Messieurs
Jetté
Jones (Halifar)
Kerr
Killam
Kirk
Lafiamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall>
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
MacDonnell
Macdougall(EastElgin)
Mc Dougall (8.Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
Mackenzie
McCraney
McGregor
Mlntyre

Mr. GAUDT.

The ri.f

Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
MacDonnell
Macdougall(EastElgin)
McDougall (S.Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Breton.
Mackenzie
McCraner
McGregor
McIntyre
Melsaac
Mcteod
McNab '
Metcalfe
Mills
Norris
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pope (Queen's, P.E..)
Pouliot
Power
Ray
Richard
Roscoe
Rosa (East Durham)
Ross (W. Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Ryan
Scatcherd
Scriver
bhibley
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Selkirk)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider
St Jean
Taschereau
Thibaudeau
Thompson(Haldimandî
Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman
Yeo
Young.-119.

and motion agreed to,
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Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain
Cauchon
Charlton
Cheval
Christie
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Cook
Coupai
Cunningham
Davies
Dawson
Delorme
De St. Georges
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Flynn
Forbes
Fréchette
Galbraith
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Greenway
Guthrie
Hagar
Hall
Higinbotham
Eo ton
Horton
Huntington
Irving

Baby
Benoit
Blanchet
Bowell
Brooks
Brown
Bunster
Cameron
Campbell
Caron
Cimion
Colby
Costigan
Currier
Cuthbert
Daoust
DeCosmos
Desjardins
Dewdney
Domville
Donahue
Farrow
Fraser
Gaudet
Gibbs (North Ont
Gibbs (South Onta
Gili
Haggart
Harwood
Hurteau
Jones (South Leed
Kirkpatrick

62

McIsaac
McLeod
McNab
Metcalfe
Mills
Norris
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pouliot
Power
Ray
Richard
Robillard
Roscoe
Ross (East Durham)
Ross (West.Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Ryan
Scatcherd
Scriver
Shibley
Sinclair
Smith (Peel?
Smith (Selkirk)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thibaudeau
Thompson(fHaldimand)
Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman
Yeo
Young. 120

NAYs:
Messieurs

McDonald(CapeBreton)
McDouga i (Three Riv.)
McKay (Colchester)
Macmillan
McCallum
McCarthy
McGreevy
McQuade
Masson
Mitchell
Moffat
Monteith
Montplaisir
Mousseau
Orton
Ouimet
Palmer
Pinsonneault
Platt
Plumb
Pope (Queen's, P.E.)
Robinson
Robitaille
Rochester

ario) Roy
rio) Schultz

Stephenson
Thompson (Cariboo)
Tupper
Wallace(SouthNorfolk)

s) White (East Hastings)
White (North Renfrew)

Lanthier
Little
Macdonald (Kingston)

Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Wright (Pontiac).-69.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: It is
three o'clock.

Mr. MACKENZIE: If the hon. gen-
tieman takes the responsibility of
bringing on another debate, he himself
will be to blame.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I will
endeavour in every possible way to
prevent that.

House adjourned at
Fifteen minutes before

Three o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

]donday, 26th March, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Throe
o'clock.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The fbllowing Bills were severally
introducod and read the first time ._

Bill (No. 94) To provide for the
employment, without the walls of
common gaols, of prisoners sentenced
to imprison ment therein.-(Mr. Blake.)

Bill (No. 95) For the repression of
betting and pool-selling.-(Mr. Blake.)

Bill (No. 96) To amend the Post-
office Act, 1875.-(Mr. Blake.)

-Introduced.Bils

Resolution 1 read the second tnie and
agreed to.

Sir JOHN A. )iACDONALD said
he hoped the Government would not
force the other resolutions through, as
it was nearly three o'clock in the
morning.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he thought
the resolutions might be allowed to
pass, as the subjeet had been fully dis-
cussed. If desired, amendments could
be offered at another stage. While,
however, he desired Io go on with the
resolutions, he did not wish to do any-
thing like forcing them. But he really
did not think it was reasonable to ask
that there should be more lengthy
debating.
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MARTIA JEMIMA HAWKSHAW
HOLIWELL DIVORCE BILL.

[BILL No. 93.]

(3r. Caieron.)

SECOND READING.

.Mr. THOMPSON (Haldimand), in
the absence of Mr. CAMERoN, moved
the second reading of the Bill.

Question put, and motion agreed to,
on the fohlowing Division:-

YES:

Messieurs
Archibald ittle
Bertram Macdonald (Kingston)
Biggar Macdonald (Centre
Blackburn Toron to)
Blain Macdougall (EastElgin
Blake McDougall (S. Renfrew)>
Borden MacKay (Cape Breton
Borron McKay (Colchester)
Bowell Mackenzie
Bowman McCraney
Brown McGregor
Burk McLeod
Burpee (St. John) McQuade
Burpee (Sunbury) Mitchell
Carmichael Moffat
Cartwright Monteith
C barlton Norris
Christie Oliver
Church Palmer
Cockburn Paterson
Coffin Pettes
Cook Plumb
Cunningham Pope (Queen's, P.E..)
Davies Robinson
DeCosmos Rochester
Dewdney Roscoe
Dymond Ross (East Durham)
Ferris Ross (West Middlesex)
Fleming Ross (Prince Edward)
Flesher Scatcherd
Forbes Schultz
Fraser Scriver
Gibbs (North Ontario) Shibley
Gibbs (South Ontario) Sinçlair
Gibson Smith (Peel)
Gillies Smith (Westmoreland)
Gillmor Thompson (Cariboo)
Goudge Thompson (Haldimand)
Greenway Trow
Guthrie Tupper
Hall Vail
Higinbotham Wallace (Albert)
Horton White (East Hastings)
Kerr Wood *
Killam Workman
Kirk Young.-Dl.

NÂYS:

Babv
BécLard
Bernier
Blanchet
Boldue
Bourassa
Boyer
Brooks

Sir JolN

Messieurs
Harwood
Holton
Hurteau
Jetté
Jones (Halifax)
Lajole
Lanthier
Laurier

A. MACDONALD.

Caron Macdonald (Cornwall)
Casgrain McDonald(OapeBreton)
Cheval MacDonnell
Cimon McIsaac
Colby Masson
Costigan Montplaisir
Currier Mousseau
Cuthbert Ouimet
Daoust Pope (Compton)
Delorme Richard
Desjardins Robitaille
De St. Georges Roy
Damville Stephenson
Flynn St. Jean
Fréchette Taschereau
Gill Wallace(S.Norfolk.)-48.

Bill read the second tine.

PACIFIC RAILWAY ROUTE IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

QUEsTION.

Mr. DEWDNEY asked whether it
was the intention of the Government
to locate the whole line from Burrard
Inlet to Tête Jaune Cache before
selecting the route through British
Columbia, for the Canadian Pacifie
Railway.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I am not able
to answer that question at the present
time.

PURCIIASE OF OLD RAILS FROM
TIHE INTERCOLONIAL.

MOTIoN.

Mr. DOMVILLE asked for the
names of those parties who purchased
old rails or other old materials from
the Intercolonial, and who were owing
for the same on the 30th June, 1816;
also value, quantity and description.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think this is
not a fair question to put. It is quite
impossible to answer such a question.
The proper mode to obtain this infor-
mation is to place a notice on the
notice paper and move for a return. I
could not answer a question of that
kind.

WINDSOR BRANCH RAILWAY.

QUESTION.

Mr. GOUDGE asked whether, in
the matter of the transference about to
be made of the Windsor Branch Gov-
ernment Railway to the Western
Counties Railway of Nova Scotia, it
was provided that the tariff of ratos

9T78 Routine Business.
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for both passengers and freight upon
this branch should not exceed those
,charged for like goods and distances
upon the Intercolonial Railway; also
whether the privileges of ships and
shippers doing business at the railway
wharf should be as heretofore.

Mr. MACKENZIE : The hon. gen-
tleman will see from the Statutes of
1876 i nat thei e is no such reservation
made by the Act or by Orders in Coun-
-cil transferring this branch to the
Western Counties' Railway. The tarifs
of rates for passengers and freight are,
of course, subject to the approval of
the Government when these are sub-
mitted. The privileges of ships and
.shippers are si-milar privileges-what-
ever they were-which were enjoyed
under the Nova Scotia Statutes, at
Richmond Station. My hon. friend
will find that the Act of 1874 continues
whatcver privileges existed to the coin-
pany after this transference.

Mr. GOUDGE said the railway
wharf he referred to was the railway
wharf at Windsor.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think that
there is nothing about the railway
wharf at Windsor in the Statute or the
Orders in Council.

L'ANSE ST. JEAN LIGHTHOUSE.

QUESTION.

Mr. CIMON asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
build a lighthouse at L'Anse St. Jean,
on the River Saguenay, in order to
guide vessels entering L'Anse St. Jean.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): It is
not the intention of the Government to
build a lighthouse there at the present
time.

FISHING REGULATIONS IN
CHICOUTIMI, SAGUENAY,

AND CHARLEVOIX.

QUESTION.

Mr. CIMON asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to re-
peal the regulations which prohibited,
within the counties of Chicontimi,
Saguenay and Charlevoix, fishing in
the lakes before the first of Februarv.

62'

Mr..SMITH (Westmoreland): It is
the intention of the Government to
communicate a regulation requiring a
close season there. They hope to be
able to allow people to fish in Decem-
ber, and also in January.

NAVIGATION ON THE NOITH
SHORE OF THE ST.

LAWRENCE.

QUESTION.

Mr. CIMON asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
build new lighthouses on the north
shore of the St. Lawrence, between
the Seven Islands, as far as the Straits
of Belleisle, with the view of rendering
navigation safer.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland); I nay
say to my hon. friend that we have no
intention of doing so at present.

L'ANSE ST. JEAN WHARF.
QUESTION.

Mr. CIMON asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
put in the Supplementary Estimates a
sum of $1,000, for the construction of
a wharf at L'Anse St. Jean, on the
River Saguenay.

Mr. MACKENZIE : The estimates
will be down in a few days and my hon.
friend can thon observe whether there
is any suph item in then or not. We
have not considered that particular
point up to the present time.

THE WASHINGTON TREATY
AND BRITISH COLUMBIA.

QUESTION.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked if any nego-
tiations had been opened with the
United States since the last Session of
Parliament with the object of extend-
ing the 21st Article of the Treaty of
Washington of 1871 to British Golum-
bia; if not, was it the intention of the
Government to urge Her Majesty's
Imperial Government to do so ?

Mr. BLAKE : No such negotiations
have been opened and, in the present,
state of the arrangements, consequent
upon the Treaty of Washington it is
not thought convenient at this time to
consider whether such negotiationa
bhould be opened.
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THE LATE NORTHERN RAIL-
WAT COMMISSION.

QUESTION.

Mr. DYMOND asked whether any
communication had been received by
the Government fron any member of
the late Northern Railway Commis-
sion, or from the counsel representing
the Crown before that Commission,
with reference to the non-examination
of the I[on. John Beverley Robinson,
M.P.; and if so, what was the nature
of such communication.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The Chairman
of the late Committee writes the tol-
lowing letter to the Secretary of State:

"ToRoNTO,
" 26 Wellington-st.,

" Saturay, March 17th, S77.
" Hon. R. W. SCOTT, Q.C.,

" Secretary of State, Ottawa,
"DEAR Si,-Seeing from the proceedings

in Parliarment that Mr. Robinson has coin-
plained that he was afforded no chance of
giving any explanation as to the charges of'
having had bis election expenses paid by the
Northern Railway Company, and of iaving
overdrawn his account, I deem it mny duty
to state that Mr. Robinson was afforded every
opportunity, but that lie never presented
Limself for examination (as Messrs. Edgar
and Lockhart Gordon did), although the At-
torney-General gave his partner, Mr. McWil-
liams, to understand more than once that
every facility for explanation would be afford-
ed him. I enclose herein the original sub-
pena with the memorandum of &ie clerk
who tried to serve him, to show that he was
much in our thoughts; and I vill further
state that I told Mr. McWilliams (who
attended as counsel on behalf cf the city of
Toronto, at every meeting) at the verv outset
that the Comnissioners were prepared to ex-
amine any party who wished to Le examined
or had any explanation to make, regardless of
politics or any other circumstance, it having
been. most unfairly insinuated that the Con-
missioners would niake distinctions in favour
of supporters of the Governmnent.

"Iam, youir, &c.,
" LARRATT W. SMITH,

" Ex-chairman N.R. Conmission."
I will also read the following letter

friom the senior counsel
"ToRONTO,

" 2lst March, 1877.
"Hon. R. W. SCOTT,

"eSecretary of State,
" Ottawa.

"Mr PEA SiR,-I understand that Mr.
Robinson is supposed to have had ro oppor-
tunity of giving evidence before the 'orthern

Mr. BLAKE.

Railway Commission in regard to those.
statements made by Mr. Cumberland whic h
affected Mr. Robinson. Having been senior
couinsel for your Government in the matter
of the Commission, I tbink it my duty to say
that the supposition is a mistake. It w-as
intended to examine Mr. Robinson as a wit-
nets, and a subpena was issued to procure
his attendance. Mr. Robinson was not ex-
amined because, subsequently to the facts
having been obtained from Mr.~Cumberlands
evidence, it was intimated, on behalf of Mr.
Robinson, that the statements made by Mr.
Cumberland were correct, and that he (Mr.
Robinson) did not wish to be examined.
Mr. J. H. Cameron was counsel for the con-
pany in the proceedngs under the Commis-
sion, andin the discussions whici took place
on one or more of the applications for delav,
which he made, he had mentioned Mr.
Robinson's absence frin the city, but after
Mr. Robinson's return, Mr. Cameron, at one
of the meetings of the Commission, stated to
me iii answer to an inqury on my part, that
lie had comnunicated with Mr. Robinson,
and learned from him that Mr. Cumberland
had related the facts correctly, and that he
(Mr. Robinson) had nothing to add. T>
avoid any possible misunderstanding, how-
ever, I spoke to Mr. McWilliams, also on the
same point, at a subsequent meeting, and he
also stated that Mr. Robinson did not desire
to be examined. I thought that, under these
circuistances, there was no necessity for
asking the Commissioner% to compel his
attendance. Mr. McWilliams is Mr. Robin-
son's law partner, and attended professionally
on belialf of the firm, at the various meetings
of the Commissioners, Messrs. Robinson and
McWillians, being solicitors for the Toronto
Corporation, who hold stock in the Company,
claiiming on that ground the right to be
present."

There is the following endorsationi
on the copy of the subpena which was
issued :--

"Attended at Mr. Robinson's bouse to
serve him on the 23rd October, 1876, when'
I was informed that he was not in ; I attended
at his office in the City Hall again on the
24th October, 1876; not in.

(Signed) "C. W. THOMPSON
" 17th March, 1877."

Mr BOWELL:
last letter ?

Who signed the

Mr. MACKEN{Z[E: The letter
si'ned-" Oliver Mowat."

THE LONDON EMIGRATION
AGENCY.

QUESTION.

Mr. WHITE (East Hastings) asked
whether Mr. Dore had been permnan-
ently appointed Emigr'ation Agent in
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JLondon, or whethîer the appointmnent
was provisional or temporary, and
whether any commission or letter of
appointment had been issued or
.directed to him as Emigration Agent,
or whether any other person in Eng-
land or elsewhere had been promised
the appointment of Emigration Agent
at Lo-ndon, or of Agent-General there.

Mr'. BURPEE (St.. John) said Mr.
Dore was only acting temporarily as
Agent. No appointmenît had been
made there as yet.

TJIHE GREAT SEAL OF NOVA
SCOTIA.
QUESTION.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
whether the Governinent was aware
that the Courts of Nova Scotia had
decided that the late Great Seal which
had been in use since Deceriber, 1865,
was illegal, and if so, whether the
Governmncnt contemplated dealing, or
whether they had any power to deal,
'with this mattor.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I have merely
to say that we have no official knowl-
,2dge of that matter, nor any knowledge
of any kind about it. I may add that
no communication bas been addressed
to the Government on the subject.

TUE FISHERY COMMISSION.

MINISTERIAL STATEMEN'T.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
iis hon friend the member for North-
umberland (Mr. Mitchell), asked the
other day if the Fishery Commission,
provided for under the Washington
Treaty, had been appointed. The
Government were not in a position to
make any announcement at that time;
but he could now state that Sir Alex.
T. Galt had been appointed to repre-
sent Canada and that the Commission
was now complete. The other Com-
Missioners were the Hon. E. H. Kellogg
for the United States, and Mr. Delforse,
Belgian Minister at Washington.

-PIERS AT BAIE ST. PAUL, MAL-
BAIE, AND EBOULEMENTS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. ClMION moved for a statement
showing the quantity, quality and

dimensions of timber siipplied by Mr.
Adolphe Gagnon for oach of the piers
at Baie St. Paul, Malbaie and Eboule-
ments, in the county of Charlevoix,
and also the price per foot paid for
such timber during the fiscal year
1875-76.

Motion ajreed to.

ORDNAN'CE PROPERTY AT
QUEBEC.

MOTION 1OR RETURN.

Mr. CAR()N move I for a statement
showng:

Ist. The instructions given and to whomi
given for the division of the Ordnance
p ropertv at Quebec, known as the Cove
Feld ;

2nd. The cost ofdividing, also for advertis-
ing, and of'selling the same

3rd. The names of the parties receiving
such sums of noney, the anount received
by each of then, and the reason of' such
appointment ;

4th. The amountofsuch sale, the nanmes of
the purchasers, the ainount paid by each on
each lot, and the balance remaining unpaid.

Mr. MACKENZIE said lie would
sucest that the words " and the reason
of such appointment," be struck out.
He must decline giving the reasons for
the appointment of an officer.

Mr. CARON said there could not be
much to conceal.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho did not
know that there was anything to con-
ceal, but lie objected to the principle
of giving such reasons.

Motion, as amenaed, agreed to.

LACHINE CANAL STAFF.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. CARON moved foi' a statement
showing :

1st. The names and salaries or wages ot
each officer composing the Government staff'
of the Lachine Canal, for each of th.e years
1875-76 and 1876-77 ;

2nd. The arnount of contingencies in con-
nection with said staff for each of th ese
year ;

3rd. The dates of appointment of each sueh
officer.

Motion agreed to.

-Routme 1us ieas. 981
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THE DISMISSAL OF WILLIAM
COLWELL.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for ail cor-
respondence, telegrams, and orders in
connection with the dismissal of
William Colwell. Locker in the Custom
liouse Departmnent, St. John, New
Brunswick; also, all papers, telegrams,
and correspondence, in connection with
the investigation carried on by In-
spector Cud lip, together with h is report
thereon, date of dismissal, copy of
medical report as to bis health after
examination; a statement of all other
official appointments which were
offered him, copy of letter addressed by
Commissioner Johnson, at Ottawa, to
the Department of the Minister of
Justice recommending him for an
appointment; together with a state-
ment of the fund from which the sum
of one hundred dollars was paid him;
of the grounds for such payment and
the account to which such payment
vas charged in the Public Accounts.

11e said, if there wero any merits in
this case, the motion ought, properly
speaking, to have been made by sone
hon. member representing the city or
county of St. John. The only reason
why lie took it up was because he had
been requestod to do so, and that ho
felt it only right that every New
Brunswicker should receive th at justice
which was due to him. Mr. Colwell
was suspended on the 10th July, 1875,
bythe Collector for depositing the keys
of the warehouse with a person not
cionnected with the Department, and
for " being guilty of conduct unbe-
coming an officer of tho Crown." It
inight hardly be well to place before
the House the papers which had been
placed in his (Mr. Domville's) hands,
as very serious charges were preferred
therein against gentlemen in authority,
and they censured a Minister of
the Crown. He thought they were
proper for the consideration of a Con.
mittee, which, although it was late in
the Session, ho hoped might investigate
the matter. Mr. Colwell's explanation
was to the effect that on the day on
which his offence was committed he was
suddenly taken sick and had to go
home. le left the keys with the per-

Mr. CARON.

son in charge of the warohouse, expeot-
ing a locker to arrive sbortly after-
wards and take them to the Custom
House. Through some mischance or
other, the locker did not put in an
appearance, and hence the keys were
taken by a private person. He (Mr.
Domville) thought some allowance
ought to bo made when an officer was
sick. After having been treated in
this way, however, on the 29th October
Mr. Colwell received a letter froni
Mr. Johnson, Deputv Minister of Cus-
toms, intimating that the hon. the
Minister of' Justice would get him em-
pioyrment in the North-West. Mr. Col-
well came to Ottawa and received
$100, and was told that ho would get
employment if ho went out to Mani
toba After thinking the matter over.,
he came to the conclusion that it would
be unwise to go to that Province with-
out having employment beforehand,
and he informed the hon. the Minister
of Justice of bis decision. Mr. Colwell
then claimed that ho was locked up in
a room until ho should return the
$100, but, although ho (Ar. Domville)
could not vouch for this extraordinary
proceeding, yet he had the satisfaction
of knowing that the money was not
returned. It appeared very strange
that a person who had been dismissed
the servie as an unfit person in July
should, in October .be offered employ-
ment and reccive a donation of $100.
Mr. Colwell was advised to go home,
and an investigation was had into the
causes of bis dismissal. No evidence
of material consequence was given
against him. One or two men swore
that ho was a little addicted to liquor;
others, who had known him for ton
years, declared they had never known
him to be the vorse for liquor. Mr.
Colwell was anxious that the matter
should be thorougbly investigated, and
that the administration of the offce in
St. John should aiso be inquired into.
.He claimed that all sorts of improper
things were done there. He (Mr.
Domville) held in bis bands the order
of the Collector to exchange teas, and
Mr. Colwell stated that one man was
allowed to go to the warehouse and got
bis toas as he pleased, and that, when
ho remonstrated and refused tc
cover up things, this charge of druank-
enness was preferred against him.

William Colu-ell.(COýMMO-NS.]
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Re found that there was really no sub-
stantial charge against the man. Be-
fore ho asked for a Committee to
investigate the matter, he must see the
papers.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said there
was no objection, of course, to the
papers in connection with the transac-
tion coming down to the House; and
they would be brought down as soon
as possible. Without entering into
the particulars of the case, he would
say that, soon after Mr. Colwell was
suspended. the Inspector was instruct-
ed to examine bis case, which he did,
and reported adversely to him. Mr.
Colwell subsequently came to Ottawa,
as lie said, to refute the charges made
against him, and lie was told that if
ho could establish his innocence lie
would be reinstated or given another
situation. A very full investigation
was again held in St. John by Inspec-
tor Cudlip, and the report, which was
very voluminous, would show that the
Government had acted as it was bound
to do. He did not wish to make the
matter worse than it was, but ho
must say that it was the most excep-
tional case of the kind lie had met
with. He was sure his lion. friend,
when he saw the papers, would
agree that the conduct of Mr.
Colwell was suclih as could not be
overlooked. He (Mr. Burpee) held
in his hand a communication from
Mr. Johnson, denying that hie had
officially recommended Mr. Colwell
to a situation in the Department of
Justice, or any other Department. And,
further, there was no payment of $100
made to him on account of' any public
fund, nor was there any such payment
charged in the Public Accounts.

Mr. PALMER said he had never
heard of the case until it was brought
up in the House, and he had nothing
whatever to do with it. Of course,
Mr. Colwell had a right to select his
own representative in Parliament,
and no doubt his hon. friend from
King's (Mr. Domville), with his great
pertinacity, would attend to the matter.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD called
the attention of the bon. the Minister
of Customs to the statement of Mr.
Colwell that be got a letter from Mr.
Johnson to the Department of Justice,

rccommending him to a position in
Manitoba; and to the fact that Mr.
Johnson only denied naking an official
recommendation. If Mr. Colwell was
dismissed for dereliction of duty in St.
John and soon afterwards got a recom-
iendation for a position in Manitoba,

there must be something wrong.
Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said lie

knew of no official recommendation.
Mr. BLAKE said he had an indis-

tinct recollection of an application
being nade in Ottawa by somebody
from New Brunswick for an appoint-
ment in the North-West, but his terms
were such as could not be agreed to by
the Department. His recollection was
that the conversation was with some
person other than Mr. Colwell. He
certainly never offered to give the
appointment to Mr. Colwell.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sug-
gested that the bon. the Minister of Jus-
tice should make an investigation for
anything bearing on the matter.

Motion agreed to.

THE ALASKA BOUNDARY LINE.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Mr. ROSCOE moved for copies of al
letters from Government officials in
British Columbia to the Grovernment in
respect to the escape of' the prisoner
Martin on alleged United States terri-
tory; also of a demand made upon Mr.
Buck to pay duties to theUnited States
Custom House Officer. He said two
Sessions ago,when lie moved for returns
as to the boundary line between British
Columbia and Alaska, he made the pre-
diction that, if the question was not
soon settled, there would probably arise
a difficulty between the British Colum-
bia and United States Governments :
and his prediction bad been verified.

iDuring lastsummer two difficulties hail
arisen, both of which showed the im-
portance of this question. A Canadiaù
officer was coming down the Stikeen,
near the boundary line, with two pri-
soners, who managed to escape, assault-
ing the constmble first, however. One
was recaptured and taken back and
punished for the assault and the at-
tempted escape. The other could not
be touched, on the ground, as was ai-
leged, that he rnade his escape on

(MARni 26, 18U.]ITe Alaska
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United States territory, that was to
say, north of tho boundary line, the
49th parallel. That boundary line was
settled by treaty between Russia and
(reat Britain in 1825, and was con-
tirmed in 1825 by the Treaty of Wash-
ington. The boundary line at that
point was held to be a range of moun-
tains extending by the coast, but as
there was another range of mountains
fifteen miles away from the coast,it was
extremely desirable that there should be
no dispute as to which range of
mountains was meant. Where Martin
escaped was beyond the range. The
United States officials absolutely re-
fused to entertain the notion of giving
him up, they holding that be had
escaped while in United States terri-
tory, and, therefore, beyond British
jurisdiction. The other case related to
a Custon-house on the river, placed
there during some gold mining opera-
tions. The Collector from Victoria was
sent up to fix upon some spot. He
went beyond the range of mountains
and established a Customs station,
leaving an officer there. That was in
1874. In 1875, this officer, on the part
of Canada, and Major Berry and Gene-
ral Howard, commander of the Alaska
forces, on the part of the United States,
fixed upon a particular spot, about two-
and-a-half miles above the range of
mountains. It was agreed that this
point should be considered as the
boundary line, until the question was
definitely settled; and here the Cana-
diar. Customs officer fixed his tent.
For two years ho lived on that spot.
Last Session, he (Mr. Roscoe) brought
the matter before the House as to
building a suitable residence for the
officer, the Collector at Victoria hav-
ing strongly recommended that
this should be done, especially as it
would only cost $500. As lie (Mr.
Roscoe) understood it, the proposal
was agreed to; but, as yet, nothing
had been done, and last summer the
officer was ordered to go higher up the
river. At the interview referred to,
when the temporary agreement as to
the boundary line was made, there was
present Mr. Buck, who heard what was
said and understood what was agreed
upon. So last summer he built a store
within the British lino, costing $4,000,
for the parpose of trading with the

Mr. RoSCoE.

Indians. But no sooner had the Can-
adian Custom-house officer removed
from the spot than the United States
authorities said if Mr. Buck did not
withdraw, all his stock would be seized
if he did not pay United States Cus-
toms duties. The value of his stock
was about $3,000. He (Mr. Roscoe)
wanted to know what action the Gov-
ernment proposed to take in the mat-
ter. He understood there were letters
on the subject by the Circuit Judge and
by the Collector at Victoria, which
were considered important.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. gentle-
man would find, when the papers
were brought down, that the Govern-
ment had given the matter their
earnest attention. But the corres-
pondence was in such a condition
that it was not in the public inter-
est that even the small portion
asked for should be brought down;
and, upon the whole, it was perhaps
botter that no statement should be
made, except that the Government had
been diligent in asserting what they
believed to be the rights of Canada,
that nothing had been conceded which
could be fairly maintained, and that
efforts had been directed to obtaining
a sottled boundary line; and, pending
that, the maintenance of the existing
state of things ; and, failing that again,
the Government had directed an officer
of their own to inake such a general
examination as would verify them in
the position which they thought they
had a right to take. Two questions
were involved: One was the boundary
line, and the other was the navigation
of the Stikeen, and there were many
important points connected with the
latter. It was very difficult to deter-
mine whether the point where Martin
escaped was above or below the
boundary lino, and any information
on this point would be welcome to the
Government, as would also any in-
formation o! a definite character re-
garding the location of the Custom-
house referred to. The Government
had not supposed that any agreement
had been arrived at. He asked his
hon. friend to withdraw the motion.

Mr. BUNSTER said that whon the
Custom-bouse office at Stikeen River
moved back, the American officers took

[ Co03MO-NS.] Boundary Line.
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zdvantage of that circumstance to ad-
vaInce what they claimed to bc the
boundary line.

Motion, with leave of the House,
wähldrawn.

SUPPLIES FOR TUE MOUNTED
POLICE.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

M1r. STEPHENSON moved for re-
turns showing by whom the pork s:uffs
supplied to the Mounted Police Force
in the North-West Territory and Mani-
ioba were furnished; the quantity and
description of such stuffs supplied ; the
prices asked as well as the prices paid
therefor; the point from where they
were shipped and the cost of convcy-
aneo per 100 lb. to the point of their
tiî; I des!nation; also, all correspon-
de.ec shewing whether such stuffs
were called for and supplied by tender
publicly advertised ; together with
copies of any notices for tenders, as
well as all tenders received since the
establishing and locating of said Mount-
ed Police Force in the North-West Ter-
ritory and Manitoba. He said he sub-
mitted the motion in the interests of
the country. It was the policy of the
late Government that all contracts
should bc given out by tender, and
when supplies were required the ten-
ders should be advertised for. In this
case, he was given to understand large
sums of money had been expended
without tenders being invited. The
Public Accounts showed that large
amounts were annually exponded on
the Mounted Police Force in the
North-West. They found that while
the expenditure for the volun-
teers in Ontario and the other Pro-
vinces was constantly diminishing,
the expenditure on the North-West
Police was regularly increasing. While
he had no objection to the maintenance
of the Mounted Police, ho held
that the Governmont should carry
out the policy advocated by their
jarty when in Opposition. Those lion.
gentlemen were violating their pledges
in every shape and form, and in the
present case he was led to believe that
a proninent supporter of the Govern-
ment had secured a contract without
tenders having been invited. Mr. Mil-
,er obtained his eontratct because he

was a Governnenît favourite and a
warni supporter. and that at prices
beyond those paid in the West. The
western portion of Ontario was the
pork-producing portion of Canada, and
the people could not understand how a
gentleman not directly in the trade,
and not living in the district where
pork was produced, could have obtained
the contract.

Mr. BLAKE: Where does he live ?

Mr. STEPHENSON said the gentle-
man lived in Ingersoll. The people
living in the pork-packing section of
the country had been unjustly treated,
in that advertisements calling for tend-
ers had not been published and tenders
invited. If such was truc, the publie
should know the reason why it occur-
red ; if it was not truc the facts should
be made known to the people. The
transaction was a violation of the prin-
ciples promulgated by those hon. mem-
bers when in Opposition, and if they
had violated those principles in that
respect, as in many others, the eountry
should know the facts, so that the
people when called on to vote could
vote intelligently and give reasons for
their votes.

M'r. BLAKE said lie had received
from the Secretary of State, who liad
charge of the Mounted Police, the
following information:-

" The first detachment of police (about 150)
was sent to Manitoba upon very short notice,
in September, 1873, and during the winter of
1873-74 was supplied from the Hudson Bay
Company's stores, I believe ut rates similar
to those charged the militia. When the force
was recruited toits full extent for the journey
to the Rocky Mountains (May, 1874), an
agent was sent to Chicago and St. Paul to
purchase such articles of provisions as it was
considered could be purchased in the States
at cheapr rates than in Canada ; the bacon
required was obtained at St. Paul, Minneaota,
at 122c. per pound, Anierican currency.
25 bble. of pork were aiso purchased there
at $19.50 per barrel, American currency.

h'lie pork (bacon) required for the force on
its return from the expedition in 1874, was
obtained in Winiipeg, Manitoba,-tenders
were called for by public advertisement. On
the l6th April,1875, Mr. Nixon was instructed
to cormunicate with the Comniissioners and
purchase, ainongst other things, sufficient
bacon for two divisions (100 nien) for six
months. He had represented that he could
purchase therm cheaper than at a later day.
lhe bacon for 1876-77 was included with
other articles for which tenders were called,

Sup)plies for the (MAnCn 26, 1877]
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but, owing to complaints as to the quality of
the pork purchased in Manitoba, a supply
was obtained in Ontario-Ingersoll; with
the addition of freight charges to Manitoba,
this bacon cost about two cents per pound
more than the tenders for supply at Winni-
peg. Small quantities have at various times
been purchased from storekeepers in Mani-
toba, but the above nentioned include all
large quantities. The bacon required for the
force in the southern parts of the Territories
has been supplied by Baker & Co., of Fort
Benton, Montana, eitber under contract, or
at prices certified by the Assistant Coi-
missioner ot the force. It will require some
little tine to obtain a statement of all the
prices and quantities."

Mr. SCHULTZ said, that in the
matter of the supplies to the Mounted
Police, under the most favourable cir-
cumstances, there must be very great
expense, owing to the remoteness of
the posts where a portion of that force
was stationed, while ho was glad
that the motion of bis hon. friend from
Kent allowed him an opportunity of
speaking generally on the subject of
the contracts for these supplies. In
the absence of the Minister in charge
of the Department, ho would only
allude generally to the enormous sums
which the supplies for a portion of
this force cost. In the Public Accounts
for last year, it was shown that one
firm, J. G. Baker & Co., had received
from the public purse $127,668.92, for
various purposes connected with the
North-West Mounted Police; and
among the items which made up this
enormous sum, there was $30,438.29 for
provisions, $31,428.25 for forage,
$707 for horse-shoes, and $1,342.32 for
modicines and medical comforts. Now
the accounts did not, of course, show to
what particular posts these supplies
were furnished, nor was there any way
of ascertaining, definitely, the number
of men for whom these supplies were
provided. However, as the establish-
ment of Messrs. J. G. Baker & Co. vas
in the Bow River country, and as the
force maintained last year at or near
Fort McLeod seemed to have been about
120 men, it would appear that, if these
supplies were for them, they had
entailed a cost of about $250 per man
for provisions.

Mr. BLAKE said that the supplies
were for the southern district, about
two-thirds of the whole foice. -

Mr. BLAKE.

Mr. SCHULTZ said tbat he had no
means of knowing this, and that it
would, of course, alter the per capita
estimate; but, even if there were the
number stated by the hon. the Minister,
the cost would still be vory great.
For provisions, they would stillbave a
cost of 8150 per man; for fbrage, sup-
posing the number of horses to bc
equal or somewhat in excess of the
iumber of men, they would have $140)
per horse. In the matter of these sup-
pues generally, it was to bo regretted
that tenders were not, in every case,
asked for. J. G. Baker & Co. might be
a very respectable firm. He had no
roason to doubt thatfact; and it might
be also, nothwithstanding the eno-
mous cost of that which they furnished,
that the Government might have done
the best that could have been done
under the circumstances; yet the prin-
ciple was a false one. Tenders should
be asked for the furnishing of the sup-
plies for the Mounted Police, not only
in Montana, the nearest place thoy were
attainable at, but Manitoba should be
given a chance to compote, and also
the principal cities of the Dominion;
and, in this way, Canadian products
might, possibly, be used, and some of
our own people have a chance of par-
ticipating in the supply ofthat for which
the Government seeined te have paid
J. G. Baker & Co. the enormous sum
of 8127,668.92.

Mr. BLAKE said the House would
remember that he was obliged to state
last Session that phe vote for the North-
West Mounted Police for the previous
financial year had been very much
under-estimated, and a large portion
of the vote which ho asked for was
taken in point of fact for arrears. His
hon. friend from Lisgar, if ho investi-
gated the subject, would find that the
amounts covered more than one year,
and therefore his calculation as to the
per capita cost was incorrect. The cost
of supplies in that distant region was
very great, and the cost of forage was
enormous. Thore was great difficulty
in obtaining sapplies and tho water
'ommunication had to be largely

used in transportation. The season
was very short, and it would be
necessary to make a special con-
tract in advance in order that the
period of high water might bo made
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available for the transport of these
supplies. He quite agreed with the
general principle that proposals for
tenders should be as widely spread as
possible, but his hon. friend from Lisgar
would find that, in order to supply this
force at that distant point, it would be
fund extremely difficult to ask persons
from remote parts to tender when they
were not aware of what the means of
conmunication were, or by what mode
supplies should be sent. Under such
circumstances the figures would be
either extravagant, or they would be
founded on guess work at the present
time, and for some time to come. He
hoped that the expenses for forage,
either this or next year, would be very
considerably rcduced by the establish-
ment of some settlers, at any rate in the
vicinity of the post, who would grow
supplies of that description. These
might be sold at enormously remuner-
ative rates if raised on the spot, and at
the same time the price would be
nuch ceiaper than if purchased in a

remote part of the country.
Mr. POPE (Compton) said his hon.

friend had very properly made this
motion. He had no doubt that the
Minister of Justice was doing the best
he could in the public interests in
securing these supplies; but he (Mr.
Blake) could not be surprised if the
louse and country were -not exactly
iatisfied with the very large expendi-
ture which had taken place in connec-
tion with this force. Whether a right
or wrong course had been pursued, the
country 'would have been botter satis-
lied if all parties in it had had a chance
to compete for the furnishing of
these supplies. le, moreover, took
exception to what the Minister
of Justice had stated. He knew that
the firm of Baker and Co. were very
respectable and wealthy, but this firn
did nlot produce those supplies. They
had to buv them, and other respectable
firms lived in their city as well as a
long way from that section of the
,ountry. It would have been much
better if the hon. gentlemen oppusite
had acted up to the doctrine they had al-
ways laid down. These hon. gentle-
men had insisted upon the late Admin-
istration tendering for such things
on all occasions, and they (the Oppo-
sition) felt that this matter was not in
the position it should occupy.

Mr. BLAKE said ho ordered the sup-
plies to be tendered foi-, but. on tho
statement of the Assistant Commis-
sioner, who went down thore to
look after it, and in consideration of
the time and circumstances besides, ho
had taken the responsibility of acting
as ho did. The Assistant Commissioner
had informed him that a loss instead
of a gain would bc sustained if tenders
were called for.

Mr. POPE said he understood this.
His bon. friend no doubt thought he
had acted in the best interests of tho
country.

Mr. BLAKE: And I know it now.

Mr. POP F said the best proof of this
would have been to have asked for ten-
dors. Even the Assistant Commis-
sioner might be mistaken, although ho
had great confidence in that gentle-
man's judgment. It would have been
much the safer course to have adver-
tised for tenders. This was always
the proper way to act under such
circumstances. This was one of the
reasons why they felt that there should
be an investigation. Great care should
be taken even by the Minister of Jus-
tice to refrain froi putting himself in
a false position. This service had cost
a very large sum, and more per head,
as the Minister of Finance had told
them, than the soldiers of the United
States.

Mr. CARTW RIGHT: I said the very
reverse.

Mr. POPE: I understood my hon.
friend to say so.

Mr. BLAKE: He said that this
mounted force cost about the same as
the American foot soldiers.

Mr. POPE: My hon. friend will
admit that they cost about S1,000 per
man.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: 1 rememîber
the conversation alluded to. My state-
ment was that the cost was rather less
than more than the cost of the United
States soldiers. I was referring to
thern generally and not to the cavalry
force. As a matter of fact, deducting
the arrearages paid, the cost does not
quite amount to $ 1,000.

Mr. POPE said the cost was very
large at any rate. He found one item
in one corner of the Estimates and

Supplies for t4he (M NI..cn 26 187T.]1



[COMMOeNS. j
,another in another corner relating to
this force, and ho felt that this was
done with something like a purpose.
The Government evidently did not like
to show the House in one lump sum
the groat cost of the force. His hon.
friend bad donc well in moving for the
papers.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said no doubt
there had been a feeling of disappoint-
ment among the people of Manitoba,
owing to the fact that they had not
had an opportunity for tendering for
these supplies. However, they were
fnot aware of the circumstances ex-
plained by the Min ister of Justice. He
believed they were satisfied with the
general system of getting supplies by
asking for tenders throughout the coun-
try. This was perfectly fair. He did
not doubt that the Government vould
give them an opportunity of tendering
in the future for these supplies, as this
was expected ; and, if they could get
equally good terms as could be got
elsewhere, they would have the con-
tract.

Mr. STEPHENSON said he would
like to add that these supplies were not
all obtained in this country. He bc-
lieved that they should be obtained
among our own people. He did not
think that this money should be sent
into a foreign country. He was sur-
.prised that so flimsy an excuse should
have been offered for the violation of
an established principle, which was a
correct one. When the papers came
down they would be able to place the
matter befere the country in a proper
light.

Motion agreed to.

.REPAIRS TO BREAKWATERS ON
THE SOUTH SHORE OF THE

ST. LAWRENCE.

MOTION FOR INSTRUCTIONS.

Mr. ROY moved for copies of all the
instructions given to Mr. Kingsford,
of the Department of Public Works,
-and of ail reports and correspondence
in relation to repairs and other work
-done on the Breakwaters at L'Islet,
Rivière Ouelle, Rivière du Loup and
Rimouski, on the south shore of the
.St. Lawrence, Province of Quebec;
.also a statement showing the amounts

M1r. POPE.

Business.

expended for such work or repairs on
each of the said Breakwaters.

Motion agreed to.

ROYAL CANAD[AN INSURANCE
COMPANY BILL.-[BILI. No. 57.]

(Mr. Jetté.)

SENATE AMENDMENT AGREED TC).

Amendment made by the Senate to
Bill (No. 57) To authorise the Royal
Canadian Insurance Company to roduce
its capital stock, and for other purposes,
read the first and second tintes, and agreed
to.

LOSS OF A MAIL BAG.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. McKAY (Colchester) moved
for copies of ail correspondence between
the Postmaster-General and the Post
Office Inspector at Halifax and other
Post Office officials, with reference to
the loss of a mail-bag betweon Trurc
and Halifax, on or about the 14th
December last, and which contained
two or more registered letters contain-
ing sums of money, with ail corres-
pondence with reference to the loss of
said money. He said the mail that
was sent from Truro on the 14th iDecem-
ber, according to all accounts, never
reached the office in Halifax. It
contained several registered letters.
amounting to some $114. If' ho was
correctly informed, the Post Office
officials at -Halifax never reported the
lost bag until one of the parties who
had mailed a money letter enquired
what had become of it, and then it was
discovered that the mail had been lost.
He was aware that the Government
were not liable for the loss of money in
the mail, but Post Office officiais were
liable to the Government, and such
investigation should be held in this
matter as would bring the fault home
to the guilty party. Even if the money
was not stolen in Halifax, the Post-
master was guilty of gross carelessness
in not reporting the loss.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said there was
no objection to the papers being brought
down. The facts were as the hon.
gentleman had stated, but there was a
dispute as to where the bag was lost,
whether the blame attached to the
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conductor who carried the mail or the
baggage-master who received it. The
hon, member seemed to censure the
Postmaster at Halifax, but the informa-
tion the Government bad receivtd
from the Inspector was to the effect
that one of the clerks at Halifax had
neglected to report the circumstance.
The Postmaster never had his attention
called to the matter until one of the
parties who had mailed a money letter
made enquiries concerning it. The
facts, however, could be more
completely discussed when the papers
came down. He need only now assure
the House that every possible means
were being taken to ferret out the
circumstances unde r which the bag was
lost.

Motion agreed to.

COTEAU AND PROVINCE LINE
RAILWAY AND BRIDGE ACT

AMENDMENT BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. CURRIER moved the first read-
ing of the Bill (No. 98) (from the
Senate) To amend the Coteau and
Province Line Railway and Bridge Act.

Bill read the first time.

DEPARTMENTAL PRINTING.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. BLANCHET moved for the
amount in detail of departmental print-
ing of each Department respectively,
the names of the persons or parties
who made such printing, with the
names of the parties who have such
printing not yet finished, with the con-
ditions entered into, and the amount in
value of the work yet to be done. 11e
said that a great amount of printing
was being done for the Department of
Agriculture. Hon. members had been
lept busy sending pamphlets to their
constituents in regard to the North-
West Territories. While this expendi-
ture might be of great service, there
ought to be some limit or check on
departmental printing. He had no
objection to the Government giving
certain patronage to newspapers, pro-
viding they were not owned by
members of Parliament. That was
perhaps the only way in a new coun-
try, where the newspapers had many

difficulties to contend with and met with
little encouragement, in which the-
press could be in a manner sustained..
But, as he said before, there ought to
be some limit, and the accounts and
expenditures should be under parlia-
mentary supervision.

Motion agreed to.

THE POSTMASTER OF
MAGNY.

MONT-

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. BLANCHET moved for copies
of a certain report made against the
Postmaster at Montmagny, Jean Stan-
islas Vallée, Esquire, in connection
with a pretended enquiry held by
Achille Talbot, Esquire, Deputy Inspec-
tor of Post Offices for the district of
Quebec, and of all papers, documents
and correspondence thereunto relating.
He said, although Montmagny was not
in bis county, he had the consent of the-
hon. member for that constituency to-
ask for this report. Mr. Vallée had
been postmaster for 25 years, and, un-
til now, had given every satisfaction to-
the public. A zealous friend of the
Government, however, had tried to
annoy him by having this enquiry
instituted. The motion was made for
the purpose of ascertaining the facts.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that the
hon. gentleman might have changed
the terms of his motion and not have
insinuated that it was a ''pretended"'
enquiry. The hon. gentleman was in
error also in supposing that the en-
quiry was conducted by Mr. Talbot ;
it was conducted by Mr. Shepherd dur-
ing the present month. The evidence
had just been received ; it was very
voluminous and ho had. not yet had
timo to look at it. He would ask the-
hon. gentleman to withdraw the mo-
tion until the Department had time to
consider the report.

Mr. BABY moved the adjournment
of the debate.

Mr. BLAKE: No, no.

Mr. MASSON: If the motion is
moved again it will never be reached.

Mr. BLAKE said i t was unprecodent-
ed, when papers had just reached the
Department which it might be impro-
per to bring down, to move the ad-
journment of the debate in order that
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the time might arrive at which the
papers could be brought down. The
motion was premature. The papers
had not been considered and the in-
quiry was therefore still pending. The
proper time for asking for the re-
port was when Government action had
heen taken upon it.

Mr. ELANCHET said when the timne
for resuming the debate arrived it
would be very easy fbr the hon. the
Postmaster-G eneral to state the reason,
if there was any., why the demand
could not be complied with. The mat,-
ter could be allowed to drop then. Ie
asked his hon. friend (Mr. Iluntington)
to allow the motion to pass.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said the hon.
member's action was rather in the n-a-
turc of taking the thing out of his
hands. Let the hon. gentleman give
him a fair opportunity to consider the
papers, anid, it they were not considered
correctly, he might then move a vote
of want of confidence in his adminis-
tration. He was sure the hon. gentle-
man would sec the propriety of with-
drawing the motion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he presumed there would be no objec-
tion to bringing down tho papers as
soon as they were looked at.

Mr. BLAKE: -Not if they are proper
to be brought down.

Mr. BABY said he had no intei.tion
of moving a vote of want of confidence
in his hon. friend's administration. He
asked leave to withdraw his motion.

Motion, with leave of the H-ouse,
withdrawn.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

PRESERVATION OF THE
BUFFALO.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. SCHUILTZ moved for copies of
«ii communications froi tho first
Council of the North-West Territory
in regard to the preservation of the
buffalo; all communications on the
same subjeet from Indian Commission-
er * or oIher Dominion Government

Mr. BLAKE.

officials, and all Orders in Council or
Acts passed by the present Government
of the North-West Territories having
this object in view. He said that he
had brought up the subject of the pre-
servation of the buffalo last vear, and on
that occasion liad explained that, from
various causes, the destruction of the
buffalo had been very great indeed,
and was becoming greater as the circle
wherein they were to be found was
bein g gradually narrowed. About ten
years ago he had scen buffalo east of
the Red River, and now they were only
to be found by going several hundred
miles to the west of that streani.
Crowded westward by the settlement
of the country, and the hunting parties
from the Red River settlement, thev
wero now attached on the north hY
the hunters from the new settlements
on the Saskatchewan, while from the
south the hunters of the Missouri mado
their onslaught. Added to those
sources of diminution was the numbei
killed by the Cree and Blackfecet
Indians who inhabited the butfalo
country proper ; and the wolves, to-
gether with the loss caused by drown-
ing, made up the quota, which was
estimated by the Rev. Father Lacombe,
a perfectly reliable authority, to
be a destruction of about eighty
thousand in win ter and eighty
thousand ii summer, making a
total of 160,000 killed yearly. Unfor-
tunately, too, it was the female buffalo
whichî was selected, if possible, he
evenly distributed protection from
the cold making the best robe,
and lier flesh being the best for pei-
mican and dry meat purposes, and
hence it was that laie travellers
reported meeting droves of buffalo in
which the proportion of cows was
only about one sixth. Now, while it
was a fact that tho very existence of
the plain tribes of Indians depended
upon this valuable animal, it was
obviously desirable that they should
be prevented as long as possible. The
saie authority (Father Lacombe)
whom he (Mr. Schultz) had already
quoted, estimated that, at the present
rate of destruction, in eight years the
buffalo would be extinct, and was of..
the opinion that, were a law enforced
which would prevent the killing of
these animals from 1st November to
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lst May, and calves at all seasons, in
five years the inercase would be such
that the restriction might be removed.
Several years ago, in speaking of the
condition of the Indians of the North-
West, he (Mr. Schultz) -had pointed
ont the results likely to be occasioned
bv the entire destruction of the buffalo.
The animal was invaluable to the
Indian, because its flesh was lis food,
the bide bis bouse and clothing, while
the sale of its robe furnished him with
ill that he needed of European manu-
faeture. Without this source of eupply
the Indian would become a pauper
:and, byan easy transition, a marauder.
To avert thebe results it was obvious
that the buffalo nust be protected, at
ieast, till a time arrived- when tho
tndians w ho now inhabited thesehunt-
ing grounds could be weaned fron the
chase and taught to depend wholly or
in part upon agriculture. Fror one
of the Government sources of infor
mationt lie was glad to see their atten-
tion directed towards this matter, and
hon. gentlemen would find in page i4
of the Minister of the Interior's report
the following statement of Mr. Dickie-

The subject which at present takes pre-
,cedence of ail others in connection with the
Indian question in the North-West Terri-
tories is the preservation of the nuffalo. The
rapid decrease in the numbers of the buffalo
lias becone a matter of alarm to the Indians,
vho see that, unless steps are speedily taken

to arrest it, their future condition will be one
of extreme hardship. That the buffalo are
decreasing in number in a rapidly increasing
ratio is a fact admitted on all sides. A few
years ago they were found in plenty over ail
the con-try extending from points eastward
of Fort Elice to the R1ocky Mountains, and
from the north branch of the Saskatchewan

> the United States boundary line. Hemned
in by the American hunters, the Blackfeet,
Bloods, Preguns and kindred tribes of In-
dians on the south and west, and by the hal-
breeds, Salteaux and Crees on the north and
east, the area over which they then roamed
hits been gradually encroached upon, and
their numbera reduced. This sumnier they
have come further east than they have for
many years, and were found within a few
miles gf the Touchwood Hills Post, while
-south of the Qu'Appelle they were reported
to h ave been seen not far froi the boundaries
of the Province of Manitoba. But, while
îthey were thus plentifil in the south and
east section of the country I have above
referred to, there were few or none to be found
.in the west and north, and the Blackfeet and
-other tribes in these quarters were said to be

starving, and following the buffalo eastward.
I arn aware that this question has already
received some couideration on the part of
the Government, and that representations
have been made by parties better informed
than I- claim to be, as to the necessity of
soie action in regard to it. For this reason
I will not enter into the inatter as fully as I
would otberwise have done.

" While at the Qu'Appelle Lakes, the Cree
Chiefs, accompanied by their principal head-
men, waited upon me, and represented that
they were becoming alarmed on account of
their means of subsistence failino; and
begged me to report what they said to the
Governnent, and to convey their request
that something should be doneto prevent the
entire extermination of the buffalo. To show
the importance they attach to this question,
I may remark that each chief and his head-
inan separately made the samte request. lu
all my previous intercourse with the Indians
I have never seen this course adopted. In
discussing other matters, a spokesman is
generally chosen who speaks for all, the
others nerely signifying their assent; but in
this case it vas eviden t they considered soie-
thing more was necessary, and adopted this
method to impress the gravity of their posi
tion ip on me. In ny opinion the butfalo
rust be protected, or in a lew years, not more
than ten at the furthest, the whole number
of Indians in the North-West, who now relv
upon these animals for subsistence, wili
require to be fed and maintainied principally
at the expense of the Dominion Government
I can -see no other alternative, as it is an
impossibility to teacli then in a short time

,to forsake their present mode of life anti
adopt that of civihzed mien. The subject is
one which demands and should receive the
early consideration of the Governmient, for
the peace and consequent prosperity of the
North-West Territories depend in a great
measure upon it. Should the buffalo becone
exterminated, it is not to be expected that
the starving Indians will refrain from help-
ing themiselves to the supplies to be found in
the stores of the Hudson's Bay Company
and other traders; comipelled by hunger,
outrages inight be committed by theni whieli
would'result in an Indian war. These are
ti1 views of everyone who is well informed
regarding the etate of the country, and,
while I admit that the Indians at present
are peaceable, well disposed and have every
confidence in the Government, I think there
can be no doubt that they are correct."

It would be seen from this statement
that Mr. Dickieson corroborated his
(Mr. Schultz's). own assertion on
several occasions that the Indians
themselves fully appreciated the dan-
ger to themselves, and would willingly
submit to a protective measure, such
as suggested by Father Lacombe.
When the matter was brought
up in the House last Session,
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the Premier stated that the Govern-
ment had the matter under considera-
tion, but as yet they had heard of
nothing being donc. A new Gov-
ernment had been established in'the
Nortlh-West, and machinery for the
enforcement of any preventive measure
iad been in existence for some time,
and he (Mr. Schultz) could not but
believe that soine one was to blame
for the neglect of this important natter.
Hundreds of thousands of dollars were
being spent for the maintenance of a
Governnent and Police Force in the
North-West. The treaties iade were
not likely to be satisfactory to the
Indians when the settlement of the
country pressed upon thein, and it was
clearly the duty of the Government,
who were by law constituted the
guardians of this little understood and
often traduced race, to sec that, while
by' the stipulations ot their treaties
they were allowed to lunt over tih
the lands which, often with many ni-
givirgs and under the pressure of
necessity, they had sold, this game,
the best gift, in their opinion, that the
Great Spirit had given, should be pre-
served to them and for their use against
the present wholesale destruction and
inevitable extermination.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said he vas
happy to be able to concur entirely
with the hon. member for Lisgar (Mr.
Schultz). It was very necessary that
some steps should be taken to prevent
the entire destruction of the buffalo in
the North-West. This was a matter
in which there might be reciprocity
with the United States. We should
give thern the same inasure which
they gave us. They did not permit
any except American citizens to go to
their territories and trade and hunt,
and even their own citizens were forced
to get licenses. The slaughter and
disappearance of the buffalo was owing
in a large measure to the inducements
held out to American traders. A large
number of the robes went to the other
side, and, while the Canadian trader
lost profit so flr as this was concerned,
the buffalo were also rapidly decreas-
ing, or, rather, gradually but surely
being killed out. le hoped that the
Governtnent would be able to devise
sone means to exclude to some extent
the ingress of American traders, and

Mr. SCHULTZ.

also, as far as possible, to give protee-
tion to the buffalo.

Mr. RYAN said ho was happy that
one subject had been found upon which
al the members from Manitoba could
agree, this being the first upon which
they could agree during the two or
three Sessions in which ho had been in
the louse. He thought there was no
reason for difference of opinion on this
subject. Every hon. gentleman who
had given the matter any consideratioi
nuar be convinced that there was very
strong necessity for the protection of
the buffalo. Hithorto our relations
with the Indian tribes lad been verv
satisfactory; but he thought that, in a
year or two, or four or five years at
the furthest, we would be called upon
to enter into a new phase of the Indian
question, and one which would require
the exorcise of the greatest vigilance
and care, if we were te preserve the
same satisfactory relations with the
Indians. Hitherto the Indian tribes
in the North-West had been
almost entirely self supporting. Tho
small grant made b them by this
Covernment, although, perhaps, suffi-
ciently onerous to this Dominion, was
only a trifle in aid of the Indians. As
his hon.friend from Lisgar(Mr.Schultz)
had poin ted out, these Indians subsisted
almost entirely upon the buffalo. Its
robes furnished them, directly or in-
directly,with clothing, and its flesh with
meat.They subsisted upon buffalo month
after month, and year after year, and
followed it around on the vast plains.
What rendered the question all the
more important was the fact, that
buffalo was almost the only game that
could subsist upon the plains; and,
when the buffalo disappeared-as it
almost inevitably would in a few years
unless the hands of the Government
were raised to stay its slaughter-thcn
all the Indians would bc throwrn upon
the Government. It was, therefore, of
the greatest importance that some
steps should be taken to preserve the
buffalo. He thought they would all
agree upon this point. But perhap,
they would not all bc of the same
opinion as te how far it was possible
to protect the buffalo. There was a
difference of opinion as to how far it
vas necessary to go in order to make
that protection effective. He had con-
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versed with several gentlemen who
were au fait in regard to the matter,
and it was their opinion, and also the
opinion of one of the authorities quoted
by the hon. member for Lisgar, Father
Lacombe, a few years ago, that pro-
tection to the buffalo, in order to be
effective, would have to extend to an
almost total prohibition of the killing
of the buffalo for five years. This
would entail the support of the Indians
upon the Government. If the finances
of this Dominion were able to bear the
strain, lie would be very happy to see
the Government do so ; but he was
atraid we were not able to go so far.
If we did not, but only took a single
step in the path of protection, it would
be necessary to go as far at least as to
prohibit the trade in buffalo robes and
pemmican. In addition to this, it
would be necessary to induce the
buffalo Indians to devote some portion
of their time to agricultural pursuits.
But he doubted whether we were in a
position to go even as far as that.
Supposing the trade in the buffalo
robes were prohibited, the consequence
would be that the large market at pre-
sent available in theNorth-West for the
consumption of the excessive supplies
of Manitoba would be taken away.
For several years, Manitoba must look
to the west for a market. Last year,
the first for three years, there was
a slight surplus, and he had no
doubt that next year there would
be a large surplus. If the buffalo
trade in the west were stopped,
Manitoba would be deprived of the
largest market for her breadstuffs. He
thought, before the Goverument took a
stop in this direction, it would be
necessary for them to carefully consider
the matter. It seemed to him until
the Pacific Railway was built between
Thunder Bay and Red River it would
be impossible for them to go even that
far, and at the same time no protection
would be effective which did not, for a
number of years, prohibit the enormous
slaughter of buffalo now going on.

Mr. MILLS said this subject had re-
ceived the serious considoration of the
Government. So far as he had been
able to look into the matter, he was of
the Opinion that it had botter be left
to be dealt with by the Government of
the North-West rather than by Par-
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liament here. From the information
in the possession of the Govern-
ment, there could be no doubt that
the buffalo were rapidly diminish-
ing, and this diminution had sensibly
increased since American traders had
come across. Ever since the settle-
ment of Manitoba, also, the buffalo had
retreated farther and farther to the west.
The Half-breeds, in their pursuits, had
invaded the country of the Blackfeet
and Blood Indians, and much complaint
had arisen thereupon. The Government
had some information which they could
supply, such as a report by the North-
West Council and a communication
from one or two missionaries. He saw
one eof the missionaries a short time
ago, and obtained from him all the
information possible. le had come to
the conclusion that it would be a very
formidable undertaking. The mission-
ary he spoke of said it would be
necessary to induce the Indians to obey
the law, as at prescnt they had not
sufficient respect for each other to
observe any regulation. The result
was that those who would be disposed
to refrain from destroying the buffalo
were prevented from acting upon such
a principle by the fact that others would'
not act in the saine way. Hlis inform-
ant's opinion further was that it would
be necessary to get the Indians to
abandon the plains and live along the
borders of some of the lakes for a
period of four or five years. They
could subsist by fishing and agriculture
during that time, although the Govern-
ment would also be obliged to contri bute
very considerably to their support.
The Local Government of the Nor'th-
West could probably devise a cheaper
and botter plan than this Parliament, it
being on the spot and more famihar
with the matter.

Mr. PLUMB said he did not think
the matter ought to be left with the
Local Government. It was a matter
of great consequence that the buffalo
,should be protected as it was the only
means of subsistence for the Indians.
The difficulty was onewhich should be
met at the outset.

Mr. MILLS remarked that the
difficulty was with the HIalf-breeds more
than with the Indians.

Mr. DAVIES said the buffalo, like
the deep sea fish, ought to be protected.
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Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) enquired
whether the Government intended to
do anything to prevent American
hunters and traders coming here, when
Canadian hunters and traders were not
allowed to go into American territory.

Mr. MILLS said the Government
were not in a position to express any
opinion on the subject, although the
fact, as stated, was known.

Mr. TROW said it would be quite
out of place to prohibit the legitimate
slaughter of buffalo, because there were
thousands dependent upon the buffalo
for their sustenance.. It was the
wanton cruelty that ho complained of.
There were a great number of Half-
breeds in Manitoba who hunted buffalo
merely for the sake of their tongues,
and left their carcasses upon the prairies
to go to waste. Buffalo were very
prolific, and, if a law were passed to
protoet, them for a few years, he had
no doubt that they would soon increase.
Although he frequently saw the boues
of the buffalo bleaching in the sun inu
Manitoba, not a live buffalo could be
seen until four or five hundred miles
west was reached. The buffalo must
bc protected, or else it would soon
become extinct.

Mr. SCHULTZ said ho had not dis-
tinctly heard the remarks of his bon.
iriend from Selkirk (Mr. Smith), but,
from what lie could gather, he com-
plained ot Americans being allowed to
come on our side of the line to kill the
buffalo. It had not possibly occurred
to that hon. gentleman that there was
ariother matter in connection with the
trade of the North-West which needed
attention, and that was that, while the
Americans were allowed to come into
our Indian country and trade with the
utmost liberty, yet on their side of the
line it was said that no one could trade
with the Indians without a license
from the Government, and these
licenses were granted only to citizens
of the United States. If this was the
case, then we should have reciprocity
in this matter. The robe trade of the
North-West was very valuable, and,
unfortunately for the interests of the
trade of the Dominion, was almost en-
tirely in the hands of Americans, their
easier means of access giving them ad-
vantages which they had utilized with

Mr. DAvis.

great profit to themselves. Now, lie
(Mr. Schultz) believed that, if it were
true that noue but United States
citizens could get a license to trade on
the American side of the line in the
Indian country, then a system of
licensing traders on our side should be
adopted, and only British subjects be
allowed to procure such licenses. This
would keep the trade among our own
people, and Canada would enjoy the
advantage of that large trade which
properly belonged to her, and which
now went to the United States. In
regard to the remarks of his hon,
friond from Marquette (Mr. Ryan), ho
feared that the hon. gentleman had
not understood the suggestion of the
Rev. Father Lacombe as it was under-
stood by himself and by the hon. the
Minister of the Interior. Father La-
com be suggested that no buffalo should
be killed from lst November to lst
May in each year, and no calf at any
time-this restriction to continue for
five years. But the full grown animal
might be killed all the summer, hence
the fear of his hon. friend that the
Government would have to support the
Indians during the five years of en-
forcement of a preservation law would
be without foundation. The statement
made by the hon. the Minister of the
Interior on the same point, he must
criticize somewhat. The hon. the
Minister seemed to fear that, it'a protec-
tive Statute were enacted, great expense
would be caused to the Government in
supplying the Indians with the means
of subsistence during the interval be-
tween lst November and lst May,
when they were not allowed to kili
the buffalo. Now he (Mr. Schultz)
believed that no such great expense
would be caused. Much of the food in
the shape of dried meat and pemmi-
can used by the Indians in the winter
was made by them in the summer
months, and, if it was once understood
that no buffalo were to be killed during
the winter months, the Indians would
lay in an extra supply of the dried
meat and the expenditure by the Gov-
ornment of a few thousand dollars for
twine for nets would be all the aid the
Indians would require. On the score
of expense he must take issue on
other grounds as well with the Minis-
ter of the Interior. Every hon.
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,entleman who had spoken seemed
impressed with the belief that. we
were likely to have difficulty with the
Indians if the buffalo supply should be
speedily cut off. Now the history of
Indian difficulties in the United States
tauglit us that, under any circum-
stances, it was far cheaper to feed the
Iidians than to fight them. A dis-
tinguished Uuited States military
<>fficer once said that it would be far
cheaper to feed a tribe of Indians at
the Fifth Avenue Hotel in New "York
than to have war with them. With
them it had come to be understood that
nothing was so enormously expensive
in proportion to the results obtained,
nothing was more unsatisfactory, and
nothing could possiblymore injure the
interests of settlement and immigra-
tion than conflicts of this kind. So
that, even if the Indian Department
had to iargely assist the Indians during
the five years' enforcement of this law,
it would be far cheaper than the ex-
pense which would be caused if the
surmises of the results that would fol-
low the speèdy extinction of the buffalo
were correct. The hon. the Minister
had stated that he thought the present
Council of the North-West were now
-engaged in a consideration of this
matter. Ie (Mr. Schultz) feared that
for any practical good for this year
any enactment now would be "shutting
the stable door after the horse had
been stolen." Any measure, according
to Father Lacombe, must take effect
in November and continue till the flrst
of May. Now, the Governor of the
North-West had received his appoint-
ment early last fall. That gentleman,
while a member of the House of Com-
mons, had heard the matter discussed
hast year, and heard the Premier admit
its importance, and state that the
inatter of protection to the buffalo was
under consideration. It was, therefore,
no new matter to the Governor, and
one of the first acts of the Governor of
the North-West Territories should have
been to take active steps in this matter.
Had that been done, the destruction of
this winter might have been averted.
He (Mr. Schultz) had every confidence
in the good intentions of his hon.
f riend the Minister of the Interior, but,
as the Government of the North-West
was an appointed one, and not respon-
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sible in any way to the people of that
region, it would bc necessary for the
Government here, as they were respon-
sible for the actions of the North-West
Government, to sec that important
measures like the one under consider-
ation received prompt attention.

Mr. MILLS said that the hou.
gentleman had misapprehended what
he had stated. Hc had not said that it
w as necessary to prevent the Indians
fron destroying the buffalo for several
years in succession, but for the poriod
of each year extending from November
to May. This was the statement made
to him by Father Lacombe. He be-
lieved that the 1-on. gentleman was
himself a member of the North-West
Council, and had had power to deal
with this question, but he was not
aware that anything had been donc.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that the hon.
Minister had evidently not lately rend
the correspondence of the late North-
West Council, for if he had he would
find among the papers which he hoped
to have brought down by this motion
that the old North-West Council had
brought up the matter in the strongest
form possible, and urged the necessity
for a protective law ot this kind.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said lie quite
agreed with his hon. friend that it
might be possible to pass an
enactment, prohibiting the killing of
the buffalo during a certain portion of
the year. He was sorry to hear his
hon. friend suggest or hint at the
possibility of war in the North-West.
He thought this very remote. Under
ordinary good government there was
no necessity for legislation with such
a project in view. The Americans, of
course, had many such wars, but the
action of the Canadian Government
towards the Indians had been very
different to that of the United States
under similar circumstances.

Motion agreed to.

ONTARIO BANK GOVERNMENT
DEPOSITS.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENcE.

Mr. BOWELL moved for copies of
all the correspondence between the
President and Cashier of the Bank of
Ontario and the hon. the Finance

Ontario Bank



996 Ontario Bank

Minister, or the Finance Department,
respecting the Government Deposits
in the Ontario Bank since lst Novem-
ber, 1873, to the present time. He said
it would be in the recollection of the
House, and also of the country, that,
during the elections of 1874, most
extraordinary steps were taken to
secure the election of the friends of
the Government in the section of the
country in which the head-quarters of
the Bank of Ontario was situated. At
that time, the President of the
bank so far forget himself as to
write a circular to his customers,which,
eortainly, from its tone and tenor, must

have led them to the conclusion that, by
voting for the then Ministerial candi-
date,they would receive greater favours
than they could otherwise possibly
obtain if the Governinent of the day
was not sustained. Among other para-
graphs in that famous circular, which
was issued by the Hon. John Simpson,
President of the bank, he found one
couched in the following language:

" If they (the Governnent) were sustained
our Bank and other Ontario banks, and
through thei the country, will have the use
of the Governinent surplus till required."

Of course they understood why
"other Ontario banks " wore included
in this paragraph. This was done to
lead the country generally to believe
that not only what Mr. Simpson
designed as " our Bank " would receive
large doposite, but also that other
Ontario banks would obtain similar
favours at the hands of the Finance
Minister, and that owing to this cir-
cumstance they would bo enabled to
make larger discounts, and givo their
customers better terms than they
possibly could do if they did not receive
these deposits from the Government.
The instructions sent to the customers
of the bank were not confined exclu-
sively to the President, for he found
the Manager of the same bank writing
to their customers in the following
strain : -

«We (the Bank) are largely interested in
the success of the present Governiment, as
its continuance in power vill add largely to
the success and prosperity of the Bank.
Our President (the Honorable John Simpson)
is calling upon all our friends to give us a
hand for Mr. Cameron, and we would esteen
it a great favour ifyou could give us a helping
hand along with inany other friends."

Mr. BowELL.

These letters having been made&
public, the President of the bank found
it necessary to explain the position he
had taken in connection with these
deposits; and, if hon. mermbers would
turn to the fyles of the Toronto papers
or of the Globe of the 7th of September
1874, they would find a letter w'ritten
by the Hon. John Simpson, dated the
4th of that month, which contained
this remarkable paragraph:-

" I admit that I did write to the present
Finance Minister complaining bitterly of the
manner in which the Government surplus
had been deposited by the late Government,
greatly to the prejudice of Ontario for man v
years, and I did ask hini to do the right
thing."

Subsequent events, he thought,
proved that the Finance Minister, so tar
as the Ontario Bank and its customers
were concerned. did do the right thing.
He found, in addition to the figures
he had laid before the House at the
last Session of Parliament, that for the
last ton months this Bank had received
deposits to the following amounts :-
For the month ending May, 1876,
$383,855.95 without interest, and
the interest account nil; end of June,
$395,522.66; July 31st, $223,596.74 ;
August 31st, $248,181.25 ; September
30th, $330,971.60 ; October 31st,
$208,708.38, and November 30th,
$233,641.11. During these months
there were no Government deposits
drawing interest. On December 31st,
ho found that the Government
non-interest bearing account was
$209,506.58, while $26,814.91 was
deposited to interest account. In
January of this year (1877) the
non-interest account was $255,953.37;
while the interest-bearing aecount had
been reduced to $16,232.75. This small
balance could, however, no longer be
pormitted to continue, for they found
that the interest account was with-
drawn altogether, leaving, in February,
8265,183.28 to the credit ofthe Govern-
ment in the non-bearing interest ac-
count; making the average for these ten
months, $275,342.08. From these
figures it was ovident that this bank
had had " the right thing " done by it
so far as this account was concerned.
On looking at the returns published in
the Qfticial Gazette they would find
that the Ontario Bank had a subscribed
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·and paid-up capital of only $3,000,000
while all the other eight banks in On-
tario had a subscribed and paid-up
capital of $13,074,600 ; and yet this
favoured bank which demanded that
" the right thing " should be done by
it in consideration of its support during
the election before referred to. had,
during the month of February last, no
less than $130,562.69 more than all the
other eight Ontario banks together, of
,Goveriiment deposits. In other words,
this banik had $265,183.29 Government
deposits on three millions of capital
while the other cight banks, represent-
ing a capital of $13,074.600 had but
fifty per cent., or one-half as much.
Ie thought the country would come to
the same conclusion that he had upon
that question-that the Ontario Bank
had received an ample reward for what
it did on that memorable occasion.

'This arrangement might possibly have
been the cause of the hon. the Finance
Minister's mission to South Ontario at
that time, but he thought the country
would come to the conclusion that this
canderstanding with the Ontario Bank
had much more influence with those
connected with it, and, through them,
with its customers, than all the other
eloquonce which the hon. gentleman
ever uttered. There could be no ques-
tion that this bank, holding larger de-
posits by 50 per cent. over and above
the others, could extend to its
customers greater accommodation, and
divide larger dividends among the
stockholders, than any other bank
possibly could do that had to depend
upon its own resources. With a know-
ledge of these facts, it would be for the
country to follow the example set by
South and North Ontario at the next
election. In order to have a full and
complete history of this whole trans-
action-a system of bribery, he did
not hesitate to say, which it would be
*difficult to exceed-it was necossary
that this correspondence should be
brought down. The facts were before
them that the hon. Senator, the Presi-
'dent of the bank, did make a "big
spush " for Government deposits, and
it was equally true that the hon. the
Finance Minister "came down hand-
somely " with the deposits, and the
result was the Government succeeded
in carrying the constituencies.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said,as regarded
any letters that the President of the
Bank of Ontario might have addressed
to his cashiers or directors, ho need
hardly say that he accepted no respon-
sibility whatever. He was not aware
until long afterwards that he had sent
such letters, and ho would undertake
to say that it was with no consent or
concurrence of his that they were ad-
dressed. As to the question whether
the bank received an undue amount of
favour from this Government or not,
ho said that it had nothing of the kind.
The deposits the bank had were not
one whit more than the proper noces-
sities of the case required. It had be-
come necessary to spend very large
sums of money in distant parts of the
North-West, and the bank had estab-
lished branches at Prince Arthur's
Landing and the Province of Manitoba.
The Government transacted business
to the amount of three or four millions
a year in that section, and it became
necessary that the bank should have
considerable reservations. He could
not see that reservations to the extent
of $200,000 or $300,000,' scarcely a
month's expenditure, were one whit
more than what, as a matter of pru-
dence and business arrangement, lie
would have considered necessary in
transacting personal business. As to
the question of deposits in individual
banks, ho had before explained the
reasons which rendered it utterly im-
possible to consider their capital in
making Government deposits. Every-
one knew that tor a long time it was a
source of complaint against the late
Government-in which, however, ho
did not join-that they held large re-
servations in the Bank of Montreal. A
glance at the doposits under the late
Administration would show that
they were in the habit, for which he did
not blame thom, of depositing large
suns in the banks about Montreal. On
the 15th October, 1873, the Union Bank
of [iower Canada held $283,123 bearing
no interest; the Montreal City and
District Savings Bank, $548,947, bear-
ing no iuterest; the Merchants' Bank,
$201,912, bearing no interest, and so on
to a great many more. The Ontario Bank
was the Government's agent at Prince
Arthur's Landing and in the Province of
Manitoba, and it was undoubtedly
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necessary to keep on deposit a consid-
erable amount of money. He had al-
ways objected to asking for interest on
money in constant fluctuation which
might be taken out at any moment,
because, if interest was demanded, the
banks would in turn seek to invest the
money permanently, and considerable
injury to the customers would rosuilt.
For three or four years the expendi-
tures of the Government had been on an
unusually large scales,-sometimes
$3,000,000, or $4,000,OO0, sometimes
$8,000,000 and in one or two cases
$11,000,000 or $12,000,000. Under
those circumstances, the Government
had felt it their duty to keep a large
sum of money available for use, especi-
ally under our fiscal policy, which ex-
posed us to very considerable sudden
demands. The main point in this par-
ticular case was that, while carrying on
those great expenditures in distant
parts, with which communication at
many times was difficult, and where it
would be a matter of considerable ex-
pense and inconvenience for the Go-
vernment to hold large sums, they con-
sidered it perfectly legitimate and pro-
per to hold a sum adequate to the de-
mands in this bank. Ie would not
object to bringing down any cor-
respondence with himself or the
Finance Department. He would only
say that, although he presumed, as the
hon, gentleman had quoted, that Mr.
Simpson did write a letter to him com-
plaining bitterly of the injustice done
to the Ontario banks, he Lad no
particular recollection of it. -He would
cause search to be made for it. If it
was sent, he was quite sure it must
have been a private and confidential
one, and, therefore, one which lie could
not fairly be asked to bring down. If,
however, it was found, he would either
bring it down or such extracts from it
as affected this particular matter.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said he
quite agreed with the hon. the Min ister
of Finance that it vas necessary to
keep a certain amount on deposit in
the Ontario Bank to do the business
of the Government at Prince Arthur's
Landing and Manitoba. But he desired
to call the hon. gentleman's attention
to the fact that long before the Ontario
Bank established agents at those points
it had double, treble and nearly quad-

Mr. CAnwRIG.

ruple the amount on deposit that it
now had for conducting the business
of the Government He considered
this was as corrupt a bargain as possi-
bly could be made between the Gov-
ernment and those with whom it had
been consummated. He was rather
glad to hear the hon. gentleman dis-
claim it as far as he was concerned.
There was a letter in the hon. gentle-
man's possession which the public
ought to sec. To convince the hon.
gentleman he would read a further
extract from the Globe of September
7th, in which Mr. Simpson used this
language:-

" My letter was'read in Toronto in the
presence of the Hon. Mr. Gibbs, and if he
or any of bis friends desire more light on the
subject I will ask the Finance Minister for
permission to publish this letter."

The country had had a good deal of
light on this subject since then. That
letter was read in bis hearing, as well
as in the presence of several of the
directors of the bank; and he should
like very much (if he was at liberty to
do so) to give the hon. gentlemen the
opinion which was expressed in refer-
ence thereto by at least one gentleman
of high position who was present.
That letter could not, in any sense, be
considered a private and confidential
one any longer. Mr. Simpson said he
was willing it should be published,
and he hoped the hon. the Finance
Minister would produce it. During
the contest in 1874, when the Premier
and Finance Minister, in addition to
the other influences brought against
him, were pitted against him in bis
riding, this particular letter was read
by agentleman who had previously sup-
ported him, but who had been influ-
enced by what he expected to receive
from the bank in exchange for sup-
porting the Government, for the sole
purpose of influencing the electors and
the public generally with the belief
that a large amount of money would
be placed in tbe bank, and that, there-
fore, its customers would receive a far
larger amount of accommodation than
they had been in the habit of receiving
previously. At that time the bank
had no intention whatever of establish-
ing those agencies in the North-West.
It was only after they became a large
debtor to the Government that they
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thought of this arrangement for dis-
bursing the funds of the bank in the
North-West, and obtaining a considera-
ble amount of circulation there, and
thus paying off gradually their indobt-
edness to the Government. From the
returns in the Oficial Gazette, it
appeared that in January, 1875, the
bank had at interest $440,861, and
$331,645.28 without interest; that it
had in the month of February a
similar amount, and that it was
somewhat diminished in the month of
March. It would, therefore, seem that
it was not in consequence of the bank
having agencies in the North-West
and doing the business of the Govern-
ment at those points, that those de-
posits were made, but in accordance
with the agreement between the Presi-
dent and the Government. What was
the President's own statement? It
was reported that ho had promised the
Government six constituencies and he
had been able to give them five. Dur-
ing the three years that had elapsed
since this corrupt arrangement was
entered into, three of those constit-
uencies had been gained by the Oppo-
sition, and, if the hon. member for East
Durham (Mr. Ross) had seen his way to
accepting that position which was
recently mentioned in connection with
his name, they would have regained that
seat also, and been in the same position
as they were prior to 1876. A good deal
of the correspondence moved for had
seen the public eye, and he hoped that
the balance in possession of the Gov-
ernment would be brought down. He
had suppressed correspondence in
regard to this matter, because he felt
that the parties would have been vio-
lating the confidence reposed in them.
He regretted now having given them
that advice, as it would have given a
great deal more light as Io what took
place in those constituencies. The hon.
gentleman might deny that any cor-
rupt arrangement had been made, but
the fact was patent that an enormous
sunm of money was deposited in the
bank which there was no need for. In
the letter referred to, the President
seemed to be pleading for other banks
besides bis own, but the plural was
simply used as a cover for the arrange-
ment he sought to make. He hoped
that the country would have an oppor-

tunity of seeing this correspondence
so that the origin of the airangement
between the Ontario Bank and the
Government might be botter under-
stood.

Mr. ROSS (East Durham) said the
statement of the hon. member for
South Ontario (Mr. Gibbs) was false.

Mr. SPEAKER said the hon. riem-
ber had no right to use such language.

Mr. -ROSS said ho had heard the
hon. member for South Ontario make
the statement before. He told that
hon. gentleman that the Ontario Bank
never gave a cent to any election in
bis county, nor any one connected with
it.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said he
had never asserted that the bank had
done so.

Mr. ROSS said the Ontario Bank
had nothing to do with his election.

Mr. GIBBS said he had never de-
clared it had. His statement was that
the President of the Ontario Bank was
reported to have said that lie had
promised the G4overnment six con-
stituencies, and had carried five of
them. If the hon. member lad ac-
cepted the Postmaastership of Port
Hope, making East Durham vacant,
the Opposition would have carried the
county.

Mr. -ROSS said ho had heard before
the statement made by the hon. mcm-
ber for South Ontario, that the Ontario
Bank had to do with his(Mr.Ross's) elec-
tion. The agent of that Bank was always
opposed to him; he belonged to the
other side of politics and so could not,
have helped him (Mr. Ross) in the
election. If all the other statements
of the hon. member for South Ontario
were as true as that one, there was
very little truth in them.

-Mr. McQUADE said he had good
reason to believe that Mr. Simp-
son's son and a man by the name of
O'Leary had spent money freely dur-
ing his election, as Mr. O'Leary shoolk
a handful of ,bills at him. Hie took
him (Mr. McQuade) to. be a man of
straw, but found ont bis mistake.

Mr. BOWELL said that, when Mr.
Simpson sent bis agent to Prince
Arthur's Landing, the business was
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beimg donc by the then Royal Canadian,
now the Consolidated Bank. It was
strong evidence that there was a cor-
rupt bargain made between the Govern-
ment, or some one on their behalf, and
the Ontario Bank. If it were not so,
why should the Ontario Bank agent
hei e be sent to supersede and take
the place of the Royal Canadian
Bank agency there doing business,
and compel it to withdraw from that
section of the country. The best
evidence the House and the country
possessed that th ere had been favours
extended to the Ontario Bank was
contained in the figures submitted to
the House, and contained in Hansard
of last year. They showed that the
bank which had neither a larger capital
nor botter position than other banks,
had more than two-thirds of the whole
Government deposits from the time
the engagement was made up to the
present time; that in order to drive
out another bank agency from the
TTunder Bay district, Mr. Simpson
established an agency there, received
Government deposits, and, con-
sequently, distri uted Government
favours. The Bank of Commerce,
with a capital of $6,000,000, had com-
paratively no Government deposits.
Why did the Ontario Bank receive
such a large share of Government
favours if it was uot in consideration
of services rendered through an engage-
ment made,which should not have been,
with any banking institution by any
Governhneut in any country? It was
true the return showed that the Mer-
chants' Bank and other banks held
large deposits without paying interest
from the Governiment prior to the pre.
sent Administration taking office; but
there was no evidence to show thero
had been a corrupt bargain between
the late Government and those banks
which received deposits, that they
should render services to the Gov-
ernment in a political capacity. When
that was proved there would be an
analogy between the de posits received
by banks from the late Administration
and those received by the Ontario
Bank from tlie present Government, but
not till thon was any analogy.

Mr. BLAKE: Who was president of
the Merchants Ban k?

Mr. BOWELL.

Mr. BOWELL said lie also could tell
the hon. the Minister of Justice the
narme of the gentleman who was presi-
dent of the old Commercial Bank, but
the hon. the Finance Minister could tell
the hon. gentleman more about it than
he (Mr. Bowell) could tell. The hon.
the Minister of Finance took good care
not to lose much by the bank when it
did fail. He thought the hon. gentle-
man was quite right in that.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Explain. The
hon. member insinuates what lie dare
not say.

Mr. BOWELL said it was generally
reported the hon. gentleman did not
lose much. If he would say that he
did lose much ho (Mr. Bowell) would
withdraw the statement. The report
publibhed in the newspapers was that
the hon. gentleman, knowing the posi-
tion of the bank,was sensible enough not
to retain or hold much stock in it. The
hon gentleman knew exactly what he
meant by the reference lie made. The
hon. gentleman was not so ignorant as
not to know what was the gencral
opinion of the people. That might all
be incorrect, and ho (Mr. Bowell)
would admit that such was the case if
the hon. gentleman could explain the
matter. But that subject had
nothing to do with the question
under discussion. What lie had
endeavoured to show on a previous
occasion and what he had succeeded in
showing on the present occasion, more
especially with the assistance of the
hon. member for South Ontario (Mr.
Gibbs), was that the transactions with
the Ontario Bank, arising from election,
contests, were such as lie, and every
hon. member and every man in the
country, trusted would never occur
again.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that with
regard to the assertion that the Govern-
ment had made a corrupt bargain with
the Ontario Bank or any other bank,
he deliberately stated from his place
that it was an unmitigatod falhood.
His connection with the Commercial
Bank would bear comparison with
that of any othor director in the bank
and, when the shareholders did not
dare at three meetings at which lie
presided to raise a similar question
against him, or to offer the -smallest
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nsinuation, it was somewhat imperti-
ment for any hon. member at this time,
nine years afterwards, to utter what
no shareholder had dared to utter then.
As to the main question, he would
repeat that the Government were
perfectly justified in exercising their
discretion in placing considerable sums
of money in Ontario banks, not in the
Ontario Bank, but in Ontario hanks.
It was a matter of notoriety that before
the present Government came into
-office, as the public returns showed,
nothing whatever was deposited with
the large Ontario banks. It was
natural, right and proper that they
should, to a considerable extent,
reverse that position. As to the Bank
Of Commerce, he might say that,
shortly after the present Government
noc eded w> power, it held very large
deposits. It might have held larger
deposits and a much longer time, but
for the fact that it had no demand for
them, and refused them again and
again.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. the Minister of Finance had
declared the statement that the Govern-
ment made a corrupt bargain with the
Ontario Bank to be an unmitigated
falsehood. The Government did not,
therefore, make any corrupt bargain,
because the hon. gentleman said
so, and the House was bound to
believe it ; but whether the country
would believe it or not was quite a
different matter. While the House
would agree with the hon. gentle-
man, the country could not overlook
the fact that the circumstances were
suspicious. In the first place, it was
thought important to defeat the hon.
gentleman who sat for South Ontario
(Mr. Gibbs). Mr. Simpson was not
only an influential, but he was a promi-
nent, politician. His support. nnd, still
more, the support of his bank, was
deemed important. ,He wrote a letter
stating that it would be a happy golden
day for ail the banks-" our bank and
the other banks,"-if this change of
Government wero brought about and
" we are to make our fortunes out of
it." That was what " our bank "-our
bank first-and thon the others were
going to make ont of it. Then, after
that the cashier wrote a letter stating
that, it was understood to be in the

interest of " our bank " that all parties
should vote against Gibbs, and for
Cameron. He did not say ' the Ontario
banks," but ho Laid: " It is for the
interest of our bank, and we expect
you all to vote, and do the right thing
for Cameron as against Gibbs." There
was no doubt that about this time there
was a letter written by Mr. Simpson
to the hon. gentleman (Mr.Cartwright),
and he must have got that letter in
December, 1873. The hon. gentleman
knew what Mr. Simpson wanted. Mr.
Simpson was very proud of the letter
as a composition, and had shown it te his
friends. He had not seen it, but
he had heard a great many people say
they had seen it, and that it was a
most curious specimen of putting a
pistol to the head of the Government
declaring: " No cure, ro pay; if you
want us to support you, you must
support our Bank." Mr. Simpson was
electioneering in the county at that
time, and the Manager was writing
letters to the customers directing them
to vote for the right man, and the
Minister of Finance himself went to
South Ontario on the very same busi-
ness. He must have seen Mr. Simpson.
Ie was one of the canvassers, and it
was only natural that he should see
him. Thus, on the one side, there was
the bank declaring that it was in its
interest that the election should be won,
and, on the other, there was the Finance
Minister entreating the people to vote
in the direction Mr. Simpson had
indicated, so that the Finance Minister
was working in the same interest as
Simpson and his cashier. It was said
there was no such arrangement, but ho
could only say, what every man of
cominon sense would say, that the
circumstances would bear no such
construction. He was satisfied that
had the election been protested it would
undoubtedly have been set aside for
undue and corrupt influence exercised
on behalf of the Government.
It miglit have been unfortunate that
ail those ceoincidences should have
occurred. It might be that every
member of the Government was quite
free from the charge, but the circum-
stances were so suspicious, and the
evidence was sufficient to satisfy any
jury that the election was carried by
ceorrupt and undue influence on the

Ontario Bank
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part of Mr. Simpson, the Ontario Bank,
and the Government.

Mr. BLAKE said ho believed there
was a meeting held after the election,
to discuss the propriety of entering a
protest, and the present representative
thought it better not to protest the
election. It was to be regretted that
the hon. gentleman did not retain
the right hon. gentleman for Kingston
in the case. It was material to under-
stund two points, of which bon. gentle-
men opposite did not take any account.
First, that the directors of the Ontario
Bank were not all of one line of politics,
there being directors as well as share-
holders belonging ta both political
parties. Second, that the President of
the bank had been for twenty-five years
a member of the Liberal Party, and a
strong supporter of hon:gentlemen who
came into power in 1873. There was
no question, therefore, of purchasing
his support, for that was impossible,
and no inducement or corrupt bargain,
as was charged against the Govern-
ment, vas necessary to ensure bis
support. The hon. gentleman said it
rnust have been a corrupt bargain be-
cause the Ontario Bank, with some
other Ontario banks, had received
some deposits. Without imputing any
corrupt or improper motives to hon,
gentlemen opposite in connection with
their deposit, and for the condition in
which the deposits were to be found,
without asking for explanations, he
would remind them that they had
$600,000 with interest, and $400,000
without interest, in the City and
District Savings Bank of Montreal, and
nearly hall a million in the Merchants'
Bank. The present Government were
but carrying out the view of the Lib-
oral Government of Ontario. When he
succeeded to office, he found the whole
deposits in the hands of the Bank of
Montreal. At the earliest convenient
moment this was changed, and a mil-
lion and a half of dollars were taken
from the Bank of Montreal and
deposited in some of the stronger
Ontario banks. It was beld that, as the
Province of Ontario paid a very large
portion ofthe revenue, its banks should
also have charge of a large portion of
the Government funds. Not, however,
that they hinted or suggested corrupt
motives on the part of the la-v Gov-

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

ernment in placing the deposits where
they were, although ho thought it was
rather extraordinary that the hon.
member for North Hastings (Mr.
Bowell), should not have understood
that it was a very suspicious thing that
as Mr. John Simpson was the Presi-
dent of the Ontario Bank, Sir HIugh
Allan was, in 1873, President of the
Merchants' Bank which then received
large deposits at the hands of the
Government.

Mr. PALMER said, if he understood
the arguments of the hon. gentlemen
opposite, it was, that, because Mr. Snp-
son was already a member of the Lib-
oral party, therefore lie did not
require to be purchased. But that
was not the point. It was rather that
the Government placed means in his
hands to corrupt the electors. Hon.
gentlemen opposite did not use the
same argument respecting the Pacifie
Railway as they did now. The argu-
ment was not that Sir Hugh Allan did
not belong to the party thon; but it
was that influence was brought to bear
upon Sir Hugh Allan in order that
ho might go a great length himself,
and that a great many other people
might be corrupted.

Mr. BLAKE : It was not put that
way.

Mr. PALMER said the hon. the
Minister of Finance distinctly denied
that there was any bargain. If this
were so, the circular of Mr. Simpson
contained a falsehood. One or the
other was not telling the truth.
Whether he had allowed bis zeal to
prompt him to tell what was true or,
not, it was very curious that what he
said was a pi-omise was fulfilled. Mr.
Simpson might have told a falsehood,
but ho was a true prophet. As th-
question was now before the Courts, ho
(Mr. Palmer) would not make any ex-
tended remarks upon the matter.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said,
with reference to the election in South
Ontario, the bon. member for Kingston
had advised him to protest it, but he
bad declined, thinking the electors, on
sober second thought, would reverse
their judgment. As to the $1,000,000
deposited by the late Government in
the City and District Savings Bank of
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Montreal, that bank was then acting as
the agent of the Government in the
city of Montreal.

Motion agreed to.

FOG-WHISTLE AT CAPE D'OR.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. TUPPER moved for a retuarn of
copies of all correspondence between
the Government and any of their
officers or other parties in Nova Scotia
relating to the surply of coal and water
for the operation of the fog-whistle at
Cape D'Or, and a statement of the
period or periods during which for the
past two years that fog-whistle lias not
been in operation and the reasons
therefor.

Motion agreed (o.

FISHING RIGHTS IN NEW
BRUNSWICK.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Mr. PALMER moved for returns of
all leases of the right to fish in the
non-tidal waters of New Brunswick,
showing which of them, if any, wholly,
and which of them partially cover
beds of rivers granted to private per-
sons. He said this was a subject of
very great importance. He was in-
formed and believed that fishing leases
for teris of years had been granted
under the Act of 1868, on the non-
tidal rivers of New Brunswick.
lie did not know whether this was
donc by the late or by the present;
Government; but ho conceived that
the practice was illegal. If his con-
tention was right, it would involve
considerable claims being made on the
Government of Canada. Leases had
been granted to other persons who
were not grantees of the beds of the
rivers, and thereby the r'ght of fishing
over the land of other persons was
bestowed. According to his view, not
only by the terms of the Act passed
there, but by the British North
America Act, there was no such right
vested in the Parliament of the Do-
Iinion as the right of granting such

leases. Wherever the bed of a non-
tidal river was granted to any person,
the right of fishing went with it. He
directed the attention of the Minister
Of Justice to this matter. The principle

at issue was affirmed distinetly in an.
Irish case, Murphy v. Ryan, reported
in the 2nd volume of Common Law
Irish Reports. This case was decided
in the Common Pleas Court of Ireland.
It was here stated:

" The public cannot acquire by imnemo-
rial usage any riglit of fishing in a* river in
which, though it be navigable, the tide does
not ebb and flow. The word 'navigable "
used in a legal sense, as applied to a river in
which the soil, primâ facie, belongs to the
Crown and the fishing to the public, imports
that the river is one in which the tide ebbs
and flows."

Again, on page 152:
" Upon a full consideration of all the cases,.

it will, I think, appearthat no river has been
ever held navigable so as to vest in the
Crown its bed and soil, and in the public the
right of fishing, merely because it has been
used as a general highway for the purpose
of navigation ; and that, beyond the point to
which the sea ebbs and flows, even in a river
so used for public purposes, the eoil is prin&
facie in the riparian owners, and the right of
fishing private."

Further : %

.«According to the weil established prin-
ciples of the Common Law, the proprietors
on either side ot a river are presumed to be·
possessed of the bed and soil of it, moie-
tively, to a supposed line in the middle, con-
stituting theren legal boundary ; and being
so possessed, have an exhaustive right to the
fishng n the water which flows above their
respective territories, though the law secures
to the conimunity the right of navigation-
upon the surface of that water as a public
highway, which individuals are fo'rbidden to.
obstruct, and precludes the riparian proprie-
tors froi preventing the progress of the fislh
through the river, or dealing with the water
to the injury of their neiglibours. But noý
usage can establish the right to take a profit
in another's soil which might involve the
destruction of his property, and sucli profit
would be the taking of fish. The precise
point is decided both as to the general law
and to the particular case of profit by tlshing
in Bland v. Lipscombe (1);^ and the prin-
ciple of thatcase in affirmation of the ancient
doctrine is suetained by the judgments i
Lloyd v. Jones (2); Race v. Vood (3);
Hudson v. MacRae (4), and other recent
discussions. That principle is beyond con-
troversy, and therefore the usage relied on
in this defence cannot sustain tie claim of'
the right in the public to fish in a river, the
sol cf which is not pubci juris, but private
property."

If this was common law, it resulted
that, wherever a private person had the-
grant of the soil in the bed of non-tidal
rivers, this was his property, and he-
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had the sole right of fishing over bis
-own land; and any one intruding on
this property for the purpose of fishing
was guilty of trespass at common, law.
This vas a most important point. Sec.
109 of the British North America Act
vested the whole of the land in each
Provinc*e in that Province, as its right,
,and the Province had consequently the
right of making what profit it could
out of grants for fishing purposes.
How was it possible then to take away
such a right without compensating the
Province concerned therefor. The
right of fishing, ho held, was part
of the public domain of the Provinces.
This was a matter of very considerable
consequence in New Brunswick. The
Fisheries Act 31 Vic., cap. 60, sec.
2 declared:

" The Minister of Marine and Fisheries
-may, where the exclusive right of fishing
-dotes not already exist by law, issue or author-
ize to be issued, fishing leases and licenses
for fisheries and fishing wheresoever situated

-or carried on; but leases or licenses for any
term exceeding nine years shall be issued
only under authority of an Order of the Go-
vernor in Council."

He contended that whether the Minis-
-ter of Marine and Fisheries would have
the right to grant the exclusive right
of fishing would depend on whether
that right already existed. The 13th
section of this Act stated:

" Whosoever fishes for, takes, catches or
kills fish in any water, or along any beach,
-or within any fishery limits described in any
lease or license, or places, uses, draws or
sets therein any fishing gear or apparatus,
except by permission of the occupant under
-such lease or license for the time being, or
,disturbe or injures any fishery, shall incur
a penalty not exceedin~g one hundred dollars
with costs, or imprisonment not exceeding
'two moiths," &c.

He held that the giving of the right
'to fish was vested in the Province, and
-the right of fishing was one of the
civil rights; and, of course, this Legis-
ilature ought not to interfere with it.
Under the 94th section, it was pre-
scribed that the powers of this Parlia-
ment shoul I be confined to legisiation

-on the subject of the sea-coast and
inland fisheries. Supposing this could
ibe made to apply to fishing in non-
tidal rivers, it never could enable the
Government to give away what they

*did not own; but he held it was
extremely doubtfal whether this did

Mr. PALMER.

not apply to fishing in the sea. and the
public distinguished from the private
right of fishing. The gentlemen who
had the leases, he would explain, had
in no way prevented the pu blic from
fishing in these parts of the rivers, and
most of them, he believed, wished to
preserve the fish. He only brought
the matter up in order that a question
of very great importance might be
settled.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
this was a very important matter as a
question of law, and it was desirable
that the point should be decided.
It appertained however to the Local
Government and Legislature, and he
understood that the New Brunswick
House of Assembly had passed some
resolution bearing on the subjeet. He
had no objection to submit such papers
as were in bis Department, but of
course it was not possible for him to
furnish all the information requested.
He would, however, bring down
information as to whether the leases
granted covered land belonging to the
Crown. He could give the leases and
their boundaries, and it would then be
open to the hon. member to apply to
the Local Government and learn what
he desired.

Mr. MITCHELL said this question
was one of the very greatest importance
with relation to the peace, prosperity,
trade, and commerce of the fishing
sections of the Dominion. He thought
it very desirable that it should be
settled by some decisive authority as a
great deal of difference of opinion
existed in bis county with reference to
it. The Government might feel it to
be their duty to obtain a proper
decision regarding it. He hoped, at all
events, that something would be done
in this relation. They should know
where the rights of the Dominion
and Local Governments respectively
commenced and terminated, and where
the riparian rights-if they existed-
began and closed. These points would
have to be settled sooner or latter.

Mr. SMITH asked that the motion
be amended to apply simply to the
information which he was able to
supply.

Mr. PALMER assented, and said he
was greatly obliged to the Minister of
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Marine and Fisheries for the answer
which had been given. If the matter
was so fixed that a legal decision was
necessary, of course this was not the
place to obtain it. He supposed, how-
ever, that before going into a contest
of this kind the matter would have
bcen referred to the hon. the Minister
of Justice, and he thought the House
should have that hon. gentleman's
opinion on that point.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said he
hoped that before long this question
would be decided.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

PARRY SOUND HIARBOURI.

MOTION FOR REPORT.

Mr. COCKBURN moved for En-
gineer's Report of the Survey of Parry
Sound Harbour made by Mr. Michaud,
C.E., and others in 1876. He said it
was supposed that by a small expendi-
turc of money a more direct channel,
to be called the South Channel, could
be made, which would be nearer to the
south-eastern part of the Georgian
Bay where the railroad would be situ-
ated. The engineers were sent out by
the Department of Public Works to
make a survey, but as they returned too
late for their observations to be em-
bodied in this year's report, he had
availed himself of this method of-
learning the result of their examination.

Motion agreed to.

SECTION FIFTEEN OF THE
PACIFIC RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. BOWELL moved for all papers
connected with the awarding of sec-
tion fifteen of the Canada Pacifie Rail-
way, including copies of advertise-
ments for tenders, all tenders sent in
with the names of the parties tender-
ing, the names of all sureties offered,
and the amount of such tenders; a
statement of all sums of money de-
posited at the time of tendering, or
subsequently, as security in part or in
whole for the performance of said con-
tract, and whether such sums or any
portion of them have been returned,
and to whom; all telegrams and cor-
respondence with parties tendering, or

with any other parties in relation to,
the tenders or to the contractors, all
protests fyled by parties tendering, or-
by any other parties in respect of such
contracts, all reports to Council by the-
Minister of Public Works, and Minutes
of Council referring to the said tenders,
and contracts; also copies -of contracts
for such section number fifteen of the.
Canada Pacific Railway, and of any
order of the Department of Public-
Works or Minutes of Council altering
the terms of the said contracts, or ex-
tending the time for the completion of
the same.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was no.
objection to tho motion. On seeing
the motion on the paper, he gave.
directions to have the papers prepared,
and he expected he would be able to
bring them down in a few days. There-
had been a great deal of misrepresent-
ation in the newspapers concerning
this contract, and it was desirable that
the papers should be laid before the-
bouse.

In reply to Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD,
Mr. MACKENZIE said there was

nothing new in regard to section four-
teen, except an allegation that the
time for the completion of the contract
had been extended. The contractors
had been stopped a whole season owing
to the operations of the Engineers of
the Department, and, that being the
case, it could not be expected that the-
Government could force the completion
within the time specifred. There had,.
however, been no regular extension.

Motion agreed to.

KILLING OF CATTLE ON THE:
INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. MITCHELL moved for all cor-
respondence between Mr. James Niven,
of Newcastle, Miramichi, N.B., and the
officers of the Intercolonial Railway
and the Government, in reference to
the killing by one of the trains of said,
road, on the 23rd of February last, of
five head of cattle of the said James
Niven; also a statement of the officers
of the road as to the distance to the
place of accident from the Miramichi
Station from which the said train
started; whether the same is or is not,
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a straight line; where the driver of
the train first saw the cattle on said
track. HeFl said Mr. Brydges had taken
the ground that the fault of this acci-
dent lay in Mr. Niven himself in loav-
ing the gate leading on to the track
,open. That might or might not be,
but the particular allegation by Mr.
Niven was, even if that were true, that
the driver saw his cattle at a distance
of half to three-fourths of a mile froin
the place where they were killed. The
train was just starting from the station,
and the driver, after whistling, put on
full speed. The object of the motion
was to sec whore the blame really
rested, and whother there was no means
of getting compensation or punishing
the driver in some way.

Motion agreed to.

TAORIFF F CHARGES ON THE
GRAND TRUNK AND INTER-

COLONIAL RAILWAYS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. POULIOT moved for:

1. Copies of the arrangements made by
,the Government, or by the General Manager
<o the Intercolonial Zailway, with the Grand
Trunk Railway Company of Canada, respect-
ing the tariff of charges for the conveyance
of passengers and freight over the Grand
Trunk and Intercolonial Railways

2. A stateient of the rates which should
have been and ought stîli to be charged for
,ptssengers and fer freight by the Grand
Irunk RFailway fron its various stations to
Rivière du Loup, and vice versâ, per passenger,
per car, and per the hundred pounds of the
d ifferent classes of merchandise

.. A statenient ofthe rates clarged by the
Ilntercolonial Railway, for passengers and
freguht over the Intercolonial Railway from

ivière du Loup to its various stations, and
Vice veraâ, per passenger, per car, and per the
juundred ounds of the ditferent classes of
merchan ise.

He said the object of this motion, in
the first place, was to learn what wore
the prices which, by the arrangement
requested, should be charged by the
Grand Trunk Railway Company for
p)assengers and freight, from any sta-
tion on the Grand Trunk to its terminus
at Rivière du Loup; and, in the next
pluce, how much the Government
should receive according to the scale of
charges for passengers and freight from
Rivière du Loup to the varions stations
on the Iii terceolonial Railway; for, f. om

Mr. MITCHELL.

what had taken place and would appear,
not only had the Government charged
nothing in many cases, but also they
had been obliged to pay a part of the
charges made on freight passing over
the Grand Trunk, because, as would
be perceived, the charge for freight on
the latter lino merely from one of its sta-
tions to Rivière du Loup, was often
higher than whon, having reached
Rivière du Loup, it had passed
some distance over the Intercolonial.
Facts which ho would mention would
better enable the House to understand.
During last sunmer, the charge for
fi eight from Quebec to Ste. Flaire, on
the Grand Trunk and Intercolonial
was gencrally 12½c. per 1001b.; during
winter it was 15c. while the Grand
Trunk charged 18c. per 1001b. from
Quebec to Rivière du Loup. Merchants
of Toronto had sent out circulars, one
of which he thon held in his hand,

1 offering to sell flour at the same price,
i delivered at any station in the county

ho had the honour to represent; that
was to say, as far as thirty-six miles
beyond Rivière du Loup upon the
Intercolonial;-the charge for freight
being the same, $50 per car, ineluding
the transfer at Rivière du Loup,
while the Grard Trunk alone
charged $50 per car from Toronto
to Rivière du Loup. So much for
freight. With reference to fares for
passengers, ho would state that, when
ho left home to come to Ottawa, lie
enquired at the Grand Trunk Station
at Rivière du Loup for a ticket to take
him direct to this city, and lie was
told there were no such tickets. He
vas, consequently, obliged to buy one

taking him only from that place to
Montreal. On entoring ie cars, he
took a seat boside the hon. member for
Victoria, N.B., (Mr. Costigan), with
whom ho entered into conversation.
A few moments afterwards the con-
ductor demanded their tickets. Hie
showed his ticket, and the hon. mem-
ber for Victoria did likewiso; and
great was his surprise when he per-
ceived that the hon. member's ticket
was of another kind, being a return
ticket. Ie asked the hon. gentleman -
where he got it, and the answer wa
that he had just bought it at the
Rivière du Loup Station, where ho (Mr.
Pouliot) had been told that no such
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tickets were sold. The hon. gentleman
further added that circulars had been
distributed, informing them that they
could procure return tickets either ut
Rivière du Loup or at Portland. These
were abuses from which thev suffered.
le hoped that the papers for which he

asked,when brought down, would make
these evils known, and that the Gov-
ernment would endeavour to remedy
this state of things. It was known
thiat the Grand Trunk Railway Com-
pany seriously complained that this
road did not pay expenses ; and recent-
ly, at a meeting of shareholders in
England,. the advisability of coasing to
run the portion between Rivière du
Loup and Richmond during several
months of the ycar, was even broached.
On the other hand, the present Mana-
ger stated that the company would do

ve ryt hing possible to encourage local
traffie. An effort was made to show
that, if this part of the road did not
pay. tiis was due to the small amount
of traflie obtainable in this district ; but
this was not the case, for, if the coni
panv had not done more, it and its
vicious administration were to blame
for this state of things. Again, hov
could iMessrs. Abbott & Freer, who had

nugurated this part of the rond be-
tween Quebec and Rivière du Loup, 1
even when it was not completed,
have made sonething in this relation
with which .to pay themselves ; and
the traffic since then had greatly in-
creasCd, in such fashion that the Com-
pany would certainly have done more if
t. a'ffairs were otherwise administered.

Nmw however. an offer to eneourare
docai traffic was made, though the past
policy of the road had been of such a
ti:ture as to have the effect of stop-
ping it. He would again cite a few
tacts in support of this assertion. Be-10w Quebec, there were some very ex-
tensive lumbering establishments-
aollûngst others those of Messrs. Methot
at Cap St. Ignace, and King, ut
River OUelle-which forwarded their
luniber by car from their mills to
Lévis. The charge for this transporta-
,on was at the outset reasonable, being,
ho believed, from $7 to $9 per car.
During the first ycar he was charged
only 89 per car; during the second
year, $14, and, during the third year,
$23. The same course had -been

taken with Messrs. -M ethot and King,
and what were the consequences ?
Mr. Methot stopped sending his
lumber by car, and shipped by Dwater
to Etgland. Messrs. King did the
same thing at River Ouelle, and these
gentlemen stillpursued this policy. As
far as he himself vas concerned, he
sold his milis and stopped his under-
takings. This motion would also have
the effect of informing them what was
the price of freight on the Intercolonial,
and of showing them, lie hoped, that
the rates were not higher for the
Province of Quebec than they were for
the other Provinces.

Mr. MACKENZIE said le was will-
ing to furnish all the information
possi ble ; but lie would be unable to
obtain a statenent of the rates which
should hav e been and ought still to be
charged for passengers and freight
fron various stations. He would pro-
cure from the company a tariff of rates,
and call the attention of the company
to the complaints made.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said the Grand
Trunk preferred sending all freight to
St. John over their own line, by way
of Portland. In view of the advan-
tages which the company lad received
froin Canada, he hoped preference
would be given to the through line by
the Intercolonial.

Mr. OLIVER said ho had, on two or
threo occasions, brought the subject
before the Hlouse and endeavoured to
have somn of the evils redressed.
Fron careful calculation hr- found that
the people of his county paid from
$50,000 to $75,000 more for freiglit on
a certain quality of goods than it would
cost to lay the same down in Toronto,
where there were two competing linos.
At the present time passengers from
London could obtain a return ticket to
Toronto for $3, while the people of
Oxford, which was thirty miles nearer
Toronto than London. were charged
$4.50. The tariff of rates on railways
was under the control of the Govern-
ment, and, from the many complaints
made, some action should have been
taken to remedy the grievance. Ie
heard that from the freight charge
from London to Detroit was 13c.
per 1001b., while from St. Mar'y's it
was 27c. From Oxford the rate
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to Detroit was 19c. per 1001b.,
while from Paris it was 16c.
The result of those unequal rates had
been that the people of Oxford had
had to tax thomselves to aid the con-
struction of a railway from the lake
shore in and to bring the Grand Trunk,
Canada Southern and Great Western
into competition, which cost Oxford
$70,000. The people had given large
sums of money towards railway con-
struction in this country. The Grand
Trunk had received, including interest,
thirty millions, and, in the compromise
effected between the Great Western
and the Government, tic public
Treasury lost one million and a
quarter. If the people, by their
taxes, contributed to the construction
of railroads, the Governmont, which
had certain control over the railways,
should see to it that equal justice Wts
done to all parts of the communit.
In view of the extent of the Canadilui
railway system, there should bc a Go,-
ernment Department which should
take the railroads under its charge.
In England there was a Railway Com-
mission, and any grievance felt by the
people was submitted to it and
remedied. He hoped the Government
would tako the subject into consider-
ation, and endeavour to adopt some
means by which the people of different
sections would be placed on the same
footing with respect to the carriage of
passengers and freight.

Mr. McKAY (Colchester) said that
in the Lower Provinces higher ra+es
were sometimes charged for short dis-
tances than for long.journeys, and un-
due advantages given to Halifax and
St. John.

Mr. MIICHELL said the fishermen
of New Brunswick got groater facilities
for the transport of their fish by the
southern route to Boston than by the
Intercolonial Railway. The reason was
that the Intercolonial would not take
less than a car-load except at very highl
rates. The Intercoloniat last summer
did not take more than a third of the
trade, and it would never get it unless
it consented to take the fish in small
lots, as it offered, as fresh fish would not
keep.

Mr. DAVIES said he could quite
understand that the rates to Halifax,

Mr. OLIVER.

St. John and some other points wero
low because the railways had to
compete with the steamships. In
carrying flour to the Mari ti meProvi n ces
the route on the Intercolonial had to
be placed at the same figure as that
charged by the steamboat companies
in order to get the trade.

Mr. MACKE5TZIE said it had been
stated that the Grand Trunk Railway
was now disposed to send a great deal
of its freight by way of Portland to the
Eas ern States. But tho memorandum
was to the effect that some must be
sent to Portland and some to Rivière
du Loup>, and there was no particular
temptation to send freight one way
more than another. The company
did not own the steamers, but thcy
were run in connection with the road.

Mr. M[TCHiELL : The companY
receive a percentage.

Mir. MACKENZIE said the Iouse
must remember that the Intercolonial
Railway was a commercial affair, and
it would have to be managed on com-
mercial principles. It would be im-
possible to avoid charges which might
appear eminently unjust, because it
would be impossible to carry pro rata,
To show the difficulty there w-as, he
would mention that during last season
flour was actually carried from Chicago
to Boston at less than i t could be carried
from Toronto to Quebec. But the Go-
vernment could not avoid that.

Mr. JONES said he was alluding to
manufactured goods and not flour.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the same rule
applied to all kinds of freight. The
fact remained that the Grand Trunk
and the Intercolonial had to compote
with other linos through New Eng-
land, and that competition was becom-
ing daily more keen, and it was getting
more impossible for the Governiment
to avoid the anomalies pointed out.
With regard to the remarks of the hon.
member for North Oxford (11r. Oliver)
it must be remembered that thet e was
competition between London and To-
ronto, while there was not competition
at Woodstock, and therefore at the lat-
ter place the ordina-y rates were
changed. The Goverument had no
power over that whatever. Companies
could go below their schedules if they
pleased. .Railway companies were
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Interested in making as much money as
possible, and at a competing point they
would naturally have a lower rate than
where there was no competition.
In New York a certain rate
was charged per mile by law, no
matter what the distance, but it
had not been thought advisable to
adopt such a law in Canada. In Min-
-nesota and some other Western States,
where the Granger movement obtained
complete supremacy as to voting
power, they bad compelled railroad
corporations to carry both freight and
passengers at certain rates. The re-
sult was that, within a year, a large
number of these companies were com-
pelled to suspend many of their trains,
cancel some, and several of the roads
were obliged to stop running alto-
gether. Very few railroads had paid
any dividends in this country. They
had operated with great success so far
as developing the country was con-
cerned, and they had benefitted the
pioneers by givirig an equalization of
prices all over the ccuntry. Farners
had derived more benefit from rail-
roads than any other portion of the
community, and, though there might
be a little neglect on the part of' the
companies and complaint on the part
of the people sometimes, yet he con-
tended that the country had benefitted
immensely by the vast outlay of Eng-
lish capital. The Government had en-
deavoured to make passenger and
freight rates on the Intercolonial fair
and just, as far as possible, and they
were now lower for any distance than
on any line on the continent.

Mr. MITCHELL: What about fresh
fish ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. gen-
tleman must remember that to send
fish to New York or Boston the Inter-
colonial and Grand Trunk would have
to connect with other corporations,
whose assent to any arrangements
would have to be obtained. He
had already called the attention
of the Railroad Superintendent to
this particular point, and it was hoped
that arrangements. would be made
during the coming season which would
euable the object which the hon. gen-
tleman had in view to be carried out.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned at64 Eleven o'clock.

HIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 27th March, 1877.

The Speaker took the chair at Three
o'clock.

BILLS FROM THE SENATE.

The following Bills from the Senate
were severally read the irst tine:

Bill (No. 99) To amend the Act
respecting the Canadian Engine and
Machine Company.-(Mr. Workman.)

Bill (No. 100) To incorporate the
Canadian Traffic Company. - (Mr.
Workman.)

GODERICH HARBOUR RETURN.

REMARKS.

Mr. FARROW called the attention
of the hon. the First Minister to the
fact that papers he had asked for, in
relation to Godericli Harbour, had not
been brought down.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had been
inforned by the Secretary of the
Department that there were no such
papers to bring down.

Mr. FARROW said the papers he
asked for were a telegram and a letter,
which he would vouch were sent to
the hon. the Premier from Guelph.
In fact he held the original telegram
in his hand. It ran as follows:-

"Gr'ELPH, January 7ti, 1877.
"To Hon. Ai:x. MACKENZIE,

Minister of Public Works,
"Ottawa.

"I understand that John S. Tolton of
Walkerton lias tendered tbr the Goderich
Harbour Works. Mr. Tolton is a thorough
practical, honest and reliable mai; finan-
ciallv able and accusý1tomed to the construction
of pâllie works. The securities named are
rehable, sound men.

(Signed) "D. STIR TON."
A letter, mailed the same day, fol-

lowed this telegram. He would vouch
for the correctness of these facts.

Mr. MACKENZIE said those papers
were not in the Departmnent, and, if
the hon. gentleman had the original
telegram, that accounted for the absence
of one.

Mr. FARROW: I should have said
copy.

Routine [MAaCa 27, 1877.]
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BREACHES OF CONTRACTS BILL.

[BILL No. 66.]

(Mr. Blake.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 66)
to repeal certain laws making breaches
of contracts of civil service criminal,
and to provide for the punishment of
certain breaches of contract.

(In the Committee.) -
Mr. BLAKE said it would be re-

membered that, on the debate on the
second reading of the Bill, exception
was taken to the first clause, on the
ground that it might interfere with
certain local laws. His hon. friend
from Renfrew suggested that it
was important that the law
should not be altered in Ontario,
as no provision had been made by the
Local Legislature on the subject. In
order to meet the objection raised, he
proposed to strike ont sections two and
three of the Consolidated Statutes of
Lower Canada from the clause as it
Mtood, and to alter the provision as to
the repeal contained in the clause as it
stood by making it provide that it
should stand repealed from and alter
the Ist May, 1878. That would give
an opportunity to the Legislatures of
Ontario, Quebec, and Prince Edward
Islaind to make whatever local laws
they pleased to provide for the re-
pression of those breaches of contracts
now punished as crimes in these Pro-
vinces. He also proposed to insert a
sub-section providing for the im-
mediate repeal of the sections of the
local law which had been repealed by
the Legislature of Quebec, the result of
which would be that they would stand
iorthwith repealed as far as this Parlia-
ment had power to deal with them, and
would be totally off the Statute-book.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said,
unless there was some guarantee that
the provisions of the law which at pre-
sent existed would be continued in
some way, very serions losses would be
incurred by a particular class of em-
ployés. in the lumber regions, the
Provinces were divided by almost an
imaginary line, and in many cases

Mr. %amow.

labourers employed in one Province
might step over into the other and
thereby escape punishment from a
breach of contract. Some provision
ought to be made to give the magis-
trates of the Provinces concurrent
jurisdiction in order that this class of
offenders might be punished.

Mr. WOOD asked if the hon. the
Minister of Justice had received a com-
munication from his colleague (Mr.
Irving) in reference to this Bill. He
understood that that hon. gentleman,
who had gone to Toronto for a few
days, was to try and arrange the post-
ponement of the matter until his
return.

Mr. BLAKE said he regretted to say
that at no time had there been any
understanding with the hon. member
for Hamilton and himself in regard to,
this measure. He had received the
communication referred to, asking that
action might be deferred on the Bill
for a week or ten days, but he could
not delay the Bill so long. The amend-
ments which the hon. member for
Hamilton (Mr. Irving) proposed to
move, lie observed, were to come up
on the report of the Committee.

Mr. PALMER said he thought this
Bill would interfere with the laws re-
lating to masters and apprentices in
New Brunswick, and it was a grave
question whether Parliament could
legislate in that direction. He con-
tended that, while the Criminal Law of
Canada was entirely within the pro-
vince of this Pai liament, yet it had no
power to do away with the punish-
ments which the Local Legislature had
established. The 15th and the 27th
sub-sections of the 91st section of' the,
British North America Act seemed
to him clear on this point. He was
entirely in accord with the hon. the
Minister of Justice in regard to the
general features of the Bill. Its object,
he understood, was to prevent those
combinations of workmen which some-
times had disastrous consequences.
While he was quite willing that every
man in the country should have the
best right to labour and enter into
contracts, yet he denied the right of
workmen to co-operate and combine,
and he could quite understand why
such an act should be made a crime.

(COMMONS.] Contracts Bill.
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He would like the hon. the Minister of
Justice togive his opinion on the point
lie had raised.

Mr. MITCHELL asked the Minister
of Justice whether this Bill, in its pres-
ent shape, would in any way interfere
with engagements between masters
and seamen ? If it did, it would very
seriously affect the control of masters
over seamen.

Mr. BLAKE said an express clause
in the Bill provided that nothing in
the Act should subject any person to
any other or greater punishment than
he was subject to by law now, for any
offence mentioned in the Act, provided
always that lie should not be punished
more than once for the same offence.
There was no intention to affect the
existing relations between masters and
seamen ; but, if it was found that the
Bill did effect these relations, a clause
could be easily introduced preventing
any suGh application.

Mr. MITCHELL said he was glad to
heur this. Certain parties interested in
shipping had called his attention to
this matter, and lie had consequently
requested information on the subject.

Mr. BLAKE said, with reference to
the remarks of the hon. member for
St. John, that the Bill did not purport
to interfere with questions relating to
apprentices. No doubt there was a
very great distinction between the
relations of masters and apprentices,
and masters and ordinary servants or
employés. In times past, breach of
contract of service was declared to be
a crime, and it was punishable as a
crime, and it was only two or three
years ago that the last vestige of that
law was swept from the English Sta-
tute-book. The true principle was
then adopted that contracts of hired
service were the same as other con-
tracts, unless some special circum-
stances in the breach of them involved
consequences which could fairly be
called criminal. The clause he now
proposed to the Committee repealed
only 80 much of the sections of
the old Acts of the Provincial Logis-
latures as declared that breaches
of contract of service were crimes to
be so punished. It was true that this
involved the proposition that theywere

not criminal, but properly civil matters;
and," being so, that they came within
the jurisdiction of the Local Legisla-
tures. It was competent for these.
Legislatures to punish breaches of civil
contracts, though not as crimes. He
had before him local laws providing
for two years' imprisonment for
breaches of a civil law. If any Local
Legislature proposed, at this time, to
pass a law providing for breaches of
contract of service, without peculiar
circumstances connected with them,
being punished by imprison ment, it had
the power to do so. This Bill did not,
as it could not profess to, affect any
right possessed by Local Legislatres,
or any Act of such Legislatures.

Mr. PALME R: It repeals them.

Mr. BLAKE : No. It only repealed
so much of the Acts of the old Provin-
cial Legislatures before Confederation,
as dealt with the Criminal Law, which
law belonged to this Parliament.
These were not repealable by the
Local Legislatures. This was the
principle of the Bill. If any Court
should hold that any section proposed
to be repealed did not deal with any-
matter as a crime, then that section
was not repealed. With reference to
the local point, considerable diverg-
ence of opinion existed among
the Local Legislatures ; while the
Legislature of Quebec had provided
for the repeal of two of these clauses,
the Government of Ontario bad de-
clined to interfere with this law on the
ground that it was not within their
competence. The policy of the Gov-
ernment was to remove the stigma of
crime from breaches of contract of
service, which were not attended with
peculiar circumstances.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
whether the Minister of Justice would
object to confining the clause to the
following words :-" Making the viol-
ation of any provisions of any of the
said sections a crime ? "

Mr. BLAKE said he was quite will-
ing. It was but right to state to his
hon. friend from North Renfrew (Mr.
White), that the difficulty the hon.
gentleman alluded to was not one
which, in the opinion of the Govern-
ment, ought to alter that portion of
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their policy which was involved in the
proposition that ordinary breaches of
contract were crimes. The circum-
stance that there was the Ottawa
River between two Provinces could
not alter the character of the acts done
there. Any inconvenience woiich
might result from this fact was not to
be renodied by attributing a criminal
charaeter to acts done tnere, which
could not be so treated if committed in
the interioi- of the country. The hon.
gentleman's remarks more appropri-
ately belonged to subsequent clauses,
and when they came to them the hon.
gentleman might, if he pleased, ask the
House to extead its provisions to the
acts which had been mentioned. The
geography of the country could not
alter the character of an offence.

Mr. BROOKS said that on the former
reading of the Bill he had referred to
what had appeared to be a conflict with
the laws of the Province of Queboc;
and he dýemed it but right then to say
that the aiendmert suggested by the
Minister of Justice would meet the
requirements ofthe Province of Quebec.
Sections 2 and 3 had been repealed by
the Local Legislature of Quebec, and
Sections 5 and 7 of the Consolidated
Statutes of Lower Canada were only to
be repealed iii 1878. He, consequently,
apprehended that the Local Legislature
of Quebec would be obliged to enact a
new law on this subject and make the
present law perfect.

Mr. BABY said he would entirely
concur with the hon. inember for
Sherbrooke (Mr. Brooks) if the
Minster of Justice would grant a
sufficient delay.

Mr. BLAKE: Delay isgranteduntil
1st May, 1878.

Mr. BABY: Then there is no
.difficulty on that point.

Section 1, as amended, agreed to.
On Section 2,
Mr. BLAKE said he had made a

slight verbal alteration in this clause.
It read: " Whosoever wilfully and
maliciously breaks a contract of service
or otherwise, and whosoever being un-
der contract of service or otherwise."
His hon. friend from Cape Bi eton (Mr.
MacKay) liad suggested that the use
>f the words " service or otherwise"

Mr. BLAKE.

might create some confusion, the ob-
ject being simply to show that it was
not conflned to contracts of service
or all contracts of the character referred
to. He proposed to make it read,
instead of " whosoever,"-" any person
who wilfully and maliciously breaks
any contract made by him, knowing,
or having reasonable cause to believe,"
etc. He would say to his hon. friend
from Renfrew that the first sub-section
of this second section, being that which
applicd to contracts not made with
gas, or water, or iailway companies,
was the one vhich might cause, under
certain circumstances, breaches of con-
tract, whether of service or otherwise,
involving special consequences, to be
treated as crimes. The language used
in the description of the character of
these contracts was identical in words,
lie believed, and certainly in substance,
with that used in the Englih Acts.
One was the Employers' and Work-
ren's Act, and the other was in refer-
ence to the law of conspiracy and to
the law for the protection of life and
property. If the hon. gentleman
would refer to those Acts lie would
find a good deal which was in the pre-
sent Act. As he had explained wth
reference to another clause, there was
a great convenience in using the same
phraseology where it was suitable to
our circumstances, for we then could
obtain the benefit of the construction
of the English Courts upon these words,
as well as the construction of our own
Courts of Justice, and so a degree of
certainty as to the precise operation of
the law could be more speedily and
surely obtained. He saw no reason,
however, why the principle of the
English law should not be extended, as
he had proposed in the Bill, and in
England the House of Commons was
pretty evenly divided on the point.
One of the cases put as a reason for
making a breach of a ecertain kind of
contract criminal was this: At a par-
ticular stage in the manufacture of
iron, when several furnaces were in
full blast, if workmen left them even
for an hour, it would probably be noces-
sary to blow out the furnaces, pull
them down, and then reconstruct them.
A case of that description occurred, in
which the two hour's absence of three
men caused a loss to the employer of

Breache of Contracts Bill.
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£2,000 sterling. The men knew the
result that would follow, and chose the
critical time and went away. And so
in England, and he thought the same
view would be held here, such an Act
was considered to partake of a charac-
ter outside of the ordinary breaches of
contract, and ought to be stigmatised
as a crime. The case put by the bon.
momber for North Renfrew (Mr.White)
of a gang of men driving lumber down a
small stream, with only a short time
available, and with a knowledge of
what their act would cause, namely,
serious destruction of property, and
who suddenly left their work-such a
case, he thought, would come under
the provisions of the.clause. He would,
however, without very strong and
cogent reasons, be averse to make any
substantial variations'in the clause, for
the reason he had assigned.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) sug-
gested that the words " or entail serious
loss or damage " be added to the clause
as to breaches of services.

Mr. BLAKE said that would be
making breaches of contract criminal
acts. There was bardly a breach of
contract that did not cause more or
less damage.

Mr. PALMER said he concurred
entirely with the view of the Minister
of Justice. He could see no difference
miorally, and there ought to be no dif-
ference in law, between the man who
wantonly destroyed property and the
man who maliciously left his duty,
with a full knowledge of the conse-
quence, and thereby entailed an equal
destruction as in the former case. Of
course he agreed that it was botter to
follow the terms of the English Act.

Mr. ]ROCHESTER instanced the
cases of serious injury being caused to
machinery by a boit being thrown in
wantonly.

Mr. BLAKE: That is punished
already by the law.

Mr. ROCHESTER: Or any man
who puts grit or sand into the journal.

Mr. BLAKE: It is the same thing.
Mr. POPE (Compton) said he would

suppose the case of a farmer having a
gang of men to work for him for the
year. They would have very little to

do in the winter, but in the month of
June, just when their labour would be
worth more than during ail the rest of
the year, they left him, and thereby
caused the farmer much loss. The
farmer would have no means of redress,
for the men had nothing to collect from.
But, if the farmer dismissed them in the
the winter, they could sue him for
damages. Notwithstanding the great
damage to the farmer, the hon. the
Minister of Justice said no crime was
committed.

Mr. BLAKE: It is not a crime be-
cause the man was a poor man any
more than if he was a rich man.

Mr. POPE said, if the master could
not pay them, lie would be imprisoned.

1r. BLAKE: No.
Mr. POPE: I say it is a bad law that

won't work both ways.
Mr. BLAKE said he quite agreed

that it was a bad law which exempted
a rich man, but said to the poor man:
"l It is a crime and you shall go tojail."
But, if the Local Legislatures thought
that the security of property and civil
rights required that, in particular cases,
they should repeal the punishment of
imprisonment for breaches of a civil
law, this flouse could not prevent
them, nor did they want to prevent
thein. But it was an added injury to
say that the breach of a civil contract,
such as instanced, was a crime. What
the House was dealing with was that
with which it could alone deal, namely,
the question of the Criminal Law. It
was behind the spirit of the age to
say that those persons were guilty of a
crime, because they were not able to
pay damages.

Mr. POPE said he must not have a
false construction placed uipon lis
words. It was not the inability
to pay damages which constituted
the crime, but the abandonment of the
work. It would be an unfortunate day
when an employer would not bave the
means of indemnifying himself for any
1oss he might sustain owing to bis ser-
vant breaking his contract. Unless
there was some assurance that the
master could hold bis employé, it would
be to his disadvantage, for ho would
not be engaged to carry him over the
winter months if the employer knew
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that he couild not force him to work
out his engagement, and that when he
most needed him he would leave.

Mr. BLAKE said he was sure bis
hon. friend would not wish to place
any of bis employés in gaol for leaving
his service. But possibly he wanted
to hold the rod over them.

Mr. POPE: Yes.
Mr. BLAKE said that when a work-

man broke bis engagement in England
he was liable to be tried before a jus-
tice, and if he signified his willingness
to go back he was released; but if he
did not offer to go back ho could be
ordered to do so, and unless ho obeyed
the orders of the Court ho could be
tried for contempt. The workman
could give bis own security for the
perfbrinance of the contract.

Mr. MASSON: So it is with us.
Mr. BLAKE said he was speaking

of the law in England, not in Lower
Canada. If then he did not go to work
he was liable to be imprisoned for
breaking the order ot the Court. But
it was not held to be a crime, and the
man was placed in the civil side of
the gaol.

Mr. POPE: What is the difference?
Mr. BLAKE : It is as if you or I

made a promissory note or bond and
did not pay it-it is not a crime.

Mr. MASSON: The result-the
punishment, is the same. In one case
you give a man two months' imprison-
ment, and say lie is not a criminal ;
and in another you give him two
months and say he is a criminal.
Where is the difference ?

Mr. BLAKE said he was not called
upon to determine what would be the
policy of the Local Legislatures in
framing the laws which they had the
power to enact. 1e had merely pointed
out that it was competent for a Local
Legislature to make a certain act a
crime after this House had removed it
from the catagory of crimes under the
Dominion law. It was not for this
House to discuss whether a Local
Legislature would make simple
breaches of personal contracts a crime
or not.

Mr. MASSON: The hon. Minister
pretends that the power belongs to the

Mr. PoPE.

Local Legislatures, and yet, in his
speech, lie wishes to compromise the
House into saying that it is not in
their power to legislate upon it.

Mr. BLAKE : No.
Mr. MASSON: If you

to legislate, you have
express an opinion.

have no right
no right to

Mr. MACKENZIE : Hear, hear.
Mr. MASSON said surely the Min-

ister of Public Works would not con-
trovert that statement. In the pre-
amble a position was taken which was
against the wholc of the legislation of
Lower Canada. Certain acts were not
to be considered as crimes, but yet
were to be considered sufficient to
warrant some punishmenit. lIe would
like to know what was the intention in
bringing in this'Bill. The second and
third sections of the Consolidated Acts
of Canada were to be amended, but
how was it that the Act of 1870 of the
Province of Qiebec, which was a re-
petition of those sections, was not to be
amended ? The hon. the Minister of
Justice wanted to have his idea domin-
ate here. He said that the punish-
ment of a certain act was behind the
age, and yet he said he would express
no opinion upon the riglit of a Local
Legislature to pass a law relative to
the same. Ie (Mr. Masson) objected
to the whole principle. This was the
reason why he had voted against the
Bill before. It was not because he
sympathised with the strikers upon
the Grand Trunk Railway, as was
stated in some of the papers; that
statement was a slander. What he
thought was, that the hon. the Minis-
ter of Justice determined, by a side
way, to make the House declare that
the law of the Province of Quebec
and other Provinces, making a breach
of contract a crime, should not exist.
While the hon. gentleman knew that
they could not change the law in this
House, he wanted to compromise it.
Hie (Mr. Masson) objected to the
whole proposition, and hoped the Bill
would be amended.

Mr. BLAIN said the sooner the
House got ont of the idea that it could
make good servants by making people
criminals, the sooner they would be
able to reach proper legislation. The
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proper way was to give servants some
motive for doing their duty. He want-
ed to call particular attention to the
fact that the Bill, by the second section,
was retrospective in its action. He
held that the law should apply to no
contract which was now in existence
unlesp the man was aware that ho was
under a criminal law. On that account
he hoped it would be amended by in-
serting the following words: " Any
person who wilfully and maliciously
breaks a contract of service, made and
entered into after the passing of this
Act, knowingly," &c, should be liable
to the provisions of the Act. The Bill
as drawn applied to evory single con-
tract now in existence. He was aware
that it was contended that servants
now were liable to be prosccuted crim-
inally for violation of contract, but
ýevery one knew that the law was not
rigidly enforced, and that it was prac.
tically a dead letter in that respect.
'There had been but few prosecutions,
.and for the very best of reasons, that
people could not make good servants
by making them criminals. le would
move the addition, after " contract and
service," of the following words:-
"made and entered into after the pass-
ing of this Act." If such an alteration
were made in the Bill a difficulty would
be obviated, because when parties en-
tered into contracts hereafter they
would understand that in those par-
ticular cases where they had the con-
trol of property and responsibility,
where damage might accrue to pro.
perty or life be in danger, they made
themselves subject to the terms of the
4Criminal Law. The amendment was,
he thought, exceedingly reasonable, and
hon. members would agree with him
that they should not bring a class
under the scope and operation of the
criminal law who did not properly
come within it.

Mr. BLAKE said the amendment
was open to two obIetions. One had
'been pointed out by the hon. member,
and another was that the Bill proposed
to repeal existing punishments. Those
persons who had broken contracts dur.
Ig the recent strike were amenable to
the Masters and Servants Act all
through the Province of Ontario,
-although the special consequences
-which made their acts criminal under

this Bill had not arisen from the breach
of contract. It was proposed to change
the punishment from a general one of
imprisonment for thirty days and make
it special for three months in cases of
wilful violation of contract having cer-
tain results If it were a crime that
men should break contracte, having
those particular results, it should be a
a crime with regard to the present as
well as the future.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the measure had given rise to a very
interesting discussion on the line be-
tween civil and criminal breaches of con-
tract. HA was inclined to agree with
the hon. member for Terrebonne (Mr.
Masson) that it was of little consequence
now-a-days whether a breach of contract
was made a misdemeanor and placed
on the criminal side, or made punishable
as a civil offence. Still, however,
there was a sentiment in the matter
which the hon. the Minister of Justice
had acted rightly in dealing with, and
in making the measure similar to the
English Act in that respect. His
objection to the whole clause was that,
although it made a breach of contract
a civil offence, yet it inflicted a heavier
punishment than the Masters and
Servants Acte, under which it was an
offence against the Criminal Law. He
had no objection to the punishment, if
he thought it would really meet the
end in view -the preven -ion of strikes,
for which purpose the hon. the Minister
of Justice had introduced the Bill.

Mr. BLAKE: No.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said

no doubt the measure would irritate
the working men, locomotive engineers
especially, and would create dissatis-
faction among the working classes,
who would not be satisfied by the
offence being called a breach of the
civil law instead of a crime. When a
strike or combination was arranged
amoIg 500 or 600 men, the threat of
sending them to jail for three months
or fining them $100 would not prevent
the strike taking place. The country
could not imprison a whole army of
men. Accordingly, a few men would
be solected for punishment, who would
be considered martyrs, and they would
gladly go to prison when they knew
their families would be taken care of
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at the expense of the union. The Bill
was, therefore, utterly defective for
the purpose of preventing strikes,
while, at the same time, it would
irritate the men. le thought the hon.
the Minister of Justice had received a
communication from the Grand Trunk
Railway Company stating that the
Bill would be inoperative, and would
not cure the evil complained of. He
understood the Grand Trunk author-
ities had stated that the measure would
be worse than useless in the direction
of preventing strikes. As a general
law, without reference to that particular
evil which had arisen, there were
strong reasons why the Bill should be
adopted. But it would irritate the
men on the one hand, and, on the
other, not satisfy the railway company,
which desired to have the means of
preventing strikes, as well as of subse-
quently punishing those strikers.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he was sorry
to differ from the right hon. meiber
for Kingston on this question. The
Bill should go further than was pro-
posed. If it was necessary to prevent
strikes on railways, it was equally neces-
sary to prevent them in manufactories.
It sometimes happened that,in a factory
where 200 or 300 men were employed,
20 or 30 men undertook to organize a
strike, and, owing to this "ring"' or
combination,work was entirely stopped
to the great injury of the manufacturer.
-He could speak from experience on the
question, because ho had experienced
such an occurrence, and it was a very
serious matter to have rowdies enter
an establishment, take possession and
set the owner at defiance. It was not
so serious a matter in cities and towns,
but in country localities, where there
were no police to restore order, it was
a difficult position in which to be placed.
He hoped the $100 fine would be abol-
ished and the punishment would ho by
imprisonment without a fine. He held
that men who entered an establishment
and refused to allow other men to work
should be sent to the Penitentiary for
one, two, or three years. Combinations
of working men frequently possessed
large funds and would easily pay a $100
fine, but, if a workman was sent to the
Penitentiary for twelve months, he
would not be likely to strike again. If
men did not wish to work for the wages

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

paid, they should leave and go some
where else.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. member
for Carleton (Mr. Rochester) did not
understand the bearing of the Bill.
Last year, there was a Bill before the
Ilouse, which passed without division,
providing for such cases as those he
had referred to. The present Bill did
not deal with a strike per se, or the con-
sequences of a strike, or any improper
conduct connected with a strike, only
with a breach of contract. He would
not enter into a lengthy discussion of
the general policy which ought to be
adopted with regard to the question of
strikes. He might say shortly that ho
dissented from many of the opinions of
the hon. member for Carleton, if they
were applied simply to the proposition
that men were not to be permitted to
operate together to better their condi-
tion, if they did so without violence
either to their employers or fellow-
labourers. If Parliament deprived
them of that right, they refused them a
weapon in the contest between labour
and capital. 'Tho Bill of last year was
more liberal than the English law and
was tolerably well level with the spirit
of the age on the question. The right
hon. momber for Kingston had some-
what misapprehended the object of the
Bill when ho stated that it was intended
to prevent strikes. It was not directed
to that object, but to breaches of con-
tract. Almost all the contracts of
operatives to-day were what might be
called minute contracts, and were so
made in order that men without break-
ing their contracts might be free to
leave their employment whon they
thought that, either alone or in combi-
nation, their condition would be im-
proved by leaving. The Bill, of course,
did not seek to impose penalties on any
operative leaving bis work or employ-
ment at the termination of bis engage-
ment. If an engineer made a trip con-
tract and left at the end of his trip with-
out notice ho could not be touched by the
law; but if ho left at the middle of the
trip, knowing what the results might
be, thon ho would come within it. In
regard to the remark of the right hon.
member for Kingston with respect to-
communications from railway com-
panies, ho might state that ho had
received one communication from a
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gentleman who thought the moasure
ineffective as dealing with the whole
question. But the Bill did not
propose to deal with the whole
question. It dealt with only one phase
of it, and that on general principles.
It did not deal with strikes. and still
less did it attempt to deal with what
followed after strikes, with acts of
violence, intimidation and lawlessness
which were said to have taken place
subsequently. If law was wanted for
those acts, hon. members must not
search that Bill for it. He was glad
that the right hon. member for King-
ston had said that the Bill was not un-
reasonable on general principles. He
was gratified in being able to state that
having a communication, written and
verbal, with both parties to the contro-
versy, having collected the opinions of
both parties, he had no reason to
believe that the treatment of breaches
of contracts as proposed in the Bill
would be received by working men
with irritation. On the contrary, he
had every reason to believe that no such
breaches of contract would have taken
place had the Grand Trunk men been
aware that the Masters and Servants
Act applied to the case. lie had been
informed by men authorised to speak
that no such violation of contract
would again take place, and that
any steps taken by the men
would be within the law. He
had received communications from
the great wody of operatives who were 
considerably interested in any measure
which affected a branch of the working
classes, and their opinion was, subject
to certain considerations of detail to
which he had given his best attention
and which did not affect the principle
ofthe Bill, that the measure was based
on just and equitable principles. It was
true that there was a natural sensitive-
ness on the part of the men to anything
which looked like class legislation. It
was true they desired their power-it
Was one power, simply that of com-
bindation-should not be infringed upon
unduly by cither criminal or civil
legislation; but it was not true that they
were disposed to ask from Parliament
exemption from even the cri minal con-
sequences of breaches of contract in-
volving such results as those particular
breacheýs of contract made criminal.

under the Bill. He had, therefore, to
say to the right hon. member for
Kingston, that if he had been convinced
by communications from either party
that the Bill would be inoperative in
regard to breaches of contract, and
that it would produce irritation on the
one hand, and no benefit on the other,
ho would have frankly stated the fact
to the House, and asked either to with-
draw or modify it. But his infor-
mation was entirely in the other
direction. He did not believe the
measure would be able to prevent such
results as happened the other day, but
he hoped the result would be mitigated,
that the contracts made between the
railway companies and engineers
wouid be observed, and that, whenever
the men felt it their duty to resoit to
the extreme step of leaving the service
of the company, it would not be in
breach of their contracts, but in pur-
suance of their legitimate rights.

Mr. WALLACE (South Norfolk)
said there ought to be no two ways of
punishing the same offence. Under
the proposed law a man might be
imprisoned or fined.

Mr. BLAKE said the whole Criminal
Law provided for the puiishment of
minor offences by fine or imprison-
ment.

Mr. WALLACE said because a thing
was, it did not follow that it was right.
A rich rowdy might commit a crime·
and escape with a fine, but a poor man
committing the same crime would be-
sent to jail.

Mr. BLAKE said his hon. friend
should remember that crime might
have various degrees of criminality.
There was nothing exceptional about
this provision, which was the ordinary
one by which a magistrate could for
minor offences inflict fine or imprison-
ment.

Mr. BLAIN moved an amendment
limiting the operation of the Act to
contracts made after its passage.

Mr. TUPPE R said he wished to
draw the attention of the Committee
to the rather uausual way in which the
hon. the Minister of Justice replied to
his remarks on the second reading of
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the Bill the other night. He thought
the Committee would agree with him
that the terms in which the hon.
gentleman rebuked him for venturing to
express the opinion that the legislation
contained in the Post Office Act covered
the ground of the clause under
consideration, were scarcely called
for. He admitted that he was guilty
of the great crime and misdemeanour of
questioning the infallibility of the hon.
gentleman in reference to a question
of law. The hon. gentleman found it
convenient to ignore the fact that a
legal gentleman on this side of the
House, who ordinarily supported the
Government, also questioned the wis-
dom of the measure. Supposing he had
entertained a doubt as to the possibil-
ity of the hon. the Minister of Justice
being for once inaccurate, he was net
without some grounds for doing so.
le quite admitted the hon. gentleman's

great standing as a lawyer, but he could
not forget that on many occasions as
:important as this, when the hon. gen-
tleman had taken equally strong
grounds, the highest authorities in
the country had found his law was all
-wrong. But the hon. gentleman had
.been compelled to-day, in view of the
argument of the hon. member for St.
John, to " back down " and amend the
Bill. Under such circumstances, he
did not think it became the hon. gen-
tleman to treat his humble suggestions
in the way that he did. He still con-
tended that the clause of the Post Office
Act of 1867 which was re-enacted in
1875, with the support and assistance
of the hon. gentleman, gave the Gov-
.ernment the very powers which were
embodied in the clause before the House.
H1e had taken the opinion of a num-
ber of legal gentlemen, not second in
standing to the hon. the Minister of
Justice himself, on this subject; and he
was assured that bis construction was
strictly correct and accurate, and, in-
deed, the only construction that could
be put upon it. He wanted the hon.
gentleman to tell the House, if his
(Mr. Blake's) construction was right,
whether he discbarged his duty to the
public in leaving the Government of
the country, as ho did leave it under
the Act of 1875, according to his con-
struction, without any means of pre-
venting wilful obstructions of Her Ma-

Mr. TUPPER.

jesty's mails over the great arteries of
mail communication in this country.
It was not right, when an hon. gentle-
men expressed an opinion on a subject
under discussion, that he should be
treated as the hon. gentleman treated
him, and he trusted that he would
adopt a different tone in future.

Mr. BLAKE said it was true that he
spoke in reply at the close of the de-
bate on the second reading of the Bill,
and that in doing so he felt it necossary
to answer some arguments of the hon.
member for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper).
He told the hon. gentleman that he
deferred to his high legal acumen, but
that he (Mr. Blake) laboured under a
different opinion as to the effect of the
Post Office Act. So convinced was ho
that that opinion was correct that ho
had already placed on the paper a no-
tice for leave to amend the Post Office
Act in that particular. This was the
sum and substance of bis offence. It
was this sin of which he had been
guilty towards the hon. gentleman and
this House, for, if it was a sin against
him in his parliamentary capacity, it
was also a sin against the whole
HIouse. He never professed infallibil-
ity. The hon. gentleman said he had
proved to be wrong several timos. It
was true, that there had been occasions
on which bis opinions and those of the
hon. gentleman (Sir John A. Macdon-
ald) who sat beside the hon. member for
Cumberland, had not been acquiesced
in on the other side of the water. le
confessed to having thought that ho
was right in the views that he took
on these occasions, and he presumed
that the hon. member for Kingston
thought that he also was right some-
times. He was prepared to sustain
his opinions as far as he could by fair
argument and reason, and not to ask
the House to accept them on his ipse
dixit. He gave to the House his views
and the arguments upon which ho
founded his conclusions, and asked
that they might be fairly considered.
With reference to this particular clause
of the Post Office Act, he did not give
the details on the motion for the Recond
reading of the Bill; but he proposed
to amend that law, and he presumed
the Bill for that purpose would be
introduced and read the first time, and
probably distributed to-morrow. He
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naintained that it was clear the con-
struction of the clause referred to by
the hon. member for Cumberland was
not applicabletorailways. Its language
referred to the "obstruction of the
passage or progress of any nail, or
any vehicle carrying any mail across
or along any public highway." That
clearly meant along the canals, rivers,
or public highways. It did not nec-
essarily refer to railways, and, upon
reflection, be had thought that the
original framer of the Act, and the
subsequent revisor, had omitted rail-
ways in this connection for some reason.
There were a series of most stringent
enactments in reference to those who
obstructed railwziy engines or trains,
not confined to mail trains, but trains
carrying passengers. Some of those
were to be found in the Grand Trunk
Act, and a great many more in the
Criminal Law, as consolidated in 1869.
His idea as to the reason of the
omission of such provisions from the
Post Office Act was thatit was thought
by the framers of' the law that the
subject of obstructions of railway cars
or locomotives was sufficiently ample
without introducing another law upon
the subject. But this was purely con-
jecture. The hon. member for Kings-
ton might probably be better able to
tell the hon. member for Cumberland
how it was that in 1867 this law was
so shamefully defective as, according
to his construction of it, the hon. gen-
tleman said it was, But, however that
might be, that construction had not
hitherto been adopted, but the discus-
sion as to the precise meaning of the
law and itk effects would come up
more conveniently under the measure
which he proposed to bring up.

Mr. PALMER said he was rather
surprised at the construction which the
Minister of Justice placed on this
section. If the hon. gentleman said
this Act gave no power to punish
persons for obstructing the mail on a
railway, he did not agree with the
hon. gentleman. The contrary was
Unquestionably the case. To obstruet
or wilfully delay the passage of any
mail was one thing, and-" or of any
vessel or carriage, or animal, employed
'a coOnveying the mail" was another
thing.

Mr. BLAKE: But there are the
words "passage or progress."

Mr. PALMER said this phrase
applied to the carriage and not to the
mail. It applied to any carriage or
vessel or horse or animal employed in
conveying aiy mail on any public
highway, river or water communi-
cation. It was clear to him that if the
mail was obstructed under the Act a
crime was committed irrespective of
a highway or any other place. The
Statute surely made a distinction
between the mail and the carriage or
animal conveying it. The application
of the Act depended entirely on the
construction of language.

Mr. Blain's amendment negatived.
Section agreed to.
On Section 3,
Mir. BLAKE said that in this clause

municipal or other corporations and
railway companies were put in the
same position, with reference to wilful
and malicions breaking of contracts in
which those with whom they made
contracts were placed under the second
elause. Of course no imprisonment
was ordered in default of payment of
fine, as a company could not be impris-
oned. Although he conceived that the
interests of corporations were plainly
in the other direction, yet still this
did not affect the abstract justice of the
propositiola. It should not be said that
they dealt in one way with the rich
and powerful while they dealt in
another way with those who werc not
so strong and influential.

Mr. DESJARDINS enquired
whether the officials of companies
could not be rendered responsible in
this relation.

Mr. BLAKE said it would not do at
all to make officers, who acted under
the orders of their companies, crimin-
ally liable for the companies' acts. This
would be an extremely serious step.

Section agreed to.
Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-

ported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.
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STEAMBOAT INSPECTION ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 83.)

(Mr. Smith, Westmoreland.)

TIIIRD READING.

Iouse resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 83)
To amend the Acts relating to the In-
spection of Steamboats.

(In the Committee.)

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported, read the third time, and

passed.

QUEBEC HARBOUR AND PILOT-
AGE ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

RESOLUTION AGREED TO.

Resolution reported from Committee
of the Whole, on the 20th instant,
declaring it expedient to amend the
Acts for the improvement and manage-
ment of the Harbour of Quebec, read
the first time.

Mr. MITCHELL said he hoped the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries
would see that the moneys levied under
this resolution were really expended
for the legitimate objects for which
the tax was created-the improvement
of the harbour of Quebec for the
benefit of the shipping and trade of
that port.

Resolution read the second time, and
agreed to.

TRURO AND PICTOU BRANCH
RAILWAY TRANSFER BILL.

[BrLL No. 82.]

(Mr. Mackenzie.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.
Mr. MITCHELL said he would not

oppose the second reading of the Bill
regarding which he had expressed his
opinions pretty freely on a former oc-
casion. He would now give notice to
his hon. friends opposite that, when the
Bill came up for the third reading, he
would moye a rider conveying his ideas
on the question of issue, though he

Mr. BLAKE.

might not be able to prevent the coun-
try being deprived of its property.
This was a railway which must be use-
fui in connection with the Intercolonial
Railroad. It was a line over which we
must take a great portion of the coal
we used. He hoped that, at all events,
the right would be reserved by the
Government of running cars over it
free, in order to bring coal from the
great coal depôts of Pictou and New
Glasgow. If this was not done, they
would have to pay very sweetly to the
persons who got it, for the use of it to
transport coal from the great mines of
Pictou arýd New Glasgow to and over
the Intercolonial line. The practical
result of the transference was that it
placed them at the mercy of two great
corporations. The policy pursued by
the Government in this relation was
most suicidal, ill-judged and unwise
in view of the interests of the Do-
minion at large. Did he not see
that it was useless, he would ask
for the consideration of a rider
to secure the control of the road
to the Government of the country, and
the right to carry coal required for
the Intercolonial Railway over it free.

Bill read the second time, considered
in Committee of the Whole, and re-
ported.

Mr. TUPPER enquired whether the
Government would have power to,
regulate the road undeir the General
Railway Act?

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had no
doubt aboutit.

Mr. TUPPER: I suppose there is no
arrangement by which the road could
be resumed on certain conditions ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said it would be
very difficult to arrange this. There
was much trouble in making a con-
tract. The company already com-
plained that it had too many burdens.
The Government of Nova Scotia had
purchased more land than it turned
out they required for railway purposes
in the immediate vicinity of Pictou and
New Glasgow. A considerable portion
of these lands were still available for
sale. The company expected that they
would derive ail the advantage that
could be derived from the possession
of these lands, but the Government
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did not intend that they should have
any more land than was required for
the working of the road.

Mr. MITCHELL enquired whether
the Government would have power to
run a Government or any other train
on certain terrms.

Mr. MACKENZIE replied in the
affirmative.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the chair.

After Recess.

BOUNDARIES OF MANITOBA
BILL.-[BILL No. 87.]

(Mr. Afills.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the second tine.
House resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole to cunsider the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)
Bill, as amended, ordered to be

reported.
H ouse resuned.
Bill reported.
Amendments read the frst and second

times, and agreed to.
Bill read the third time, and passed.

CUSTOMS ACTS CONSOLIDATION
BILL.-[BILL No. 19.]

(Mr. Burpee, St. John.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.
louse resolved itself inlo Committee

of the Whole on the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)
-Mr. BU RPEE (St. John) pointed ont

the amendrnents proposed to be made
by the Bill.

On Section 10,
Mr. COLBY said it would cause a

considerable amount of inconvenience
to:persons living 15 or 20 miles from
the frontier. Its effect would be to
compel them to go to the office when-
ever they wanted to export anything.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said this
vas the old clause.

Mr. COLBY said, if that was so, the
law had never been enforced. If the
hon. the Minister of Customs would
give a pledge that the law should not
be enforced any more rigidly in the
future then it had been in the past, he
would have no objection to the section
passing.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said he
had never heard any complaint as to
the operation of the law. The party
was simply required to mnake a report
at the Custom-house.

Mr. SCRIVER said the entry
provided for in the section was of the
utmost value, as without it no reliable
statisties could be obtained. The rule
had never been literally enforced. It
would be a hardship if parties had to -
take their goods to a port of entry, but
ail that was demanded was that they
should make a report.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD said the
section might be ail right for statistical
purposes. The clause, however, was
imperative, and it might be well to
consider al amendment.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had made
a note of the objections and before the
third reading was reached the Govern-
ment would consider whether the sec-
tion could not be changed so as to
provide for the difficulty.

Section agreed to.
On Sub-section 4,
Mr. JONES (Leeds) said a great

deal of fraud was committed on the
revenue by conductors, baggage-men,
and brakesmen on railroads. While
the smallest package of the passengers
was examined,the boxes and appliances
of those persons were allowed to go
unsearched. There ought to be some
amendment of the law to prevent the
smuggling -whieh was carriud on by
those railway officials.

Mr. BURPEE said the hon. gentle-
man was undoubtedly correct in the
view he took on this subject. The next
two sub-sections, however, provided
everything that possibly could be done
by law to prohibit this method of
smuggling.

Sub-section aqreed to.
On Section 11,%ub-setion 6,
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Mr. COLBY said the sub-section
seemed to apply to every railway train.
Conductors were frequently changed
on through passenger trains, and, as ex-
pressmen alone were familiar with
what goods were on board in their ears,
it appeared advisable that the duty of
reporting goods to the Customs author-
ities should not devolve on such con-
ductors.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said the
conductor was supposed to have real
charge of the train, and was the pro-
per officer to know what was on board
of it. Sub-sec. 5 of sec. 10 applied to
the duties of expressmen under similar
circumstances. Trains carried mani-
fests, and, if conductors were changed
half a dozen times, the manifest re-
mained.

Mr. TUPPER said he would like to
ask the Minister of Customs whether
he had conferred with any railway
manager or any person who was famil-
iar with the conducting of trains with
relation to this clause.

Mr. BURPEE said this provision
was carried out at the present time
as far as it was possible ; no
penalty was, however, attached to the
making of an incorrect return.

Mr. TUPPER: Is the return made
by conductors?

Mr. BURPEE: It is.

Mr. MITCHELL said, as it was pro-
posed to place this arrangement in
legal shape, this fact made an import-
ant difference.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that they
proposed after the word " train" in the
8th line to insert the words "other
than express goods."

Mr. COLBY said it was absolutely
impossible for the conductor to make
such a statement of his own knowledge.
A train passing from, say Boston to
Montreal would have a great many
conductors, and ail that one conductor
could do would be to pass the manifest
to the other conductor. Neither did
lie (Mr. Colby) think it right that a
consignee's goods should be confiscated
through the carelessness of a conductor.
He thought that the sub-section should
be gtruck out.

Mr. BurESi.

Mr. BURPEE said the manifesta of.
the trains wers made up where they
started from, and ail one conductor
had to do was to pass the manifests on
to the other conductor. The position
of a conductor was much like that of
a captain of a vessel. There was pro-
vision made to prevent hardship.

Mr. COLBY said he did not think
the same rule as applied to captains of
vessels would apply to conductors of
trains. The captain had plenty of time
to arrange matters, and went the whole
voyage; but the train was rapid in its
transit, and there were many changes
of conductors. If the conductor failed
to do his duty the ownor of the goods
should not be made to suffer.

Mr. WOOD: Supposing there was
an understanding between the conduc-
tor and other parties to secure the
smuggling of the goods, would it not
be right to confiscate them ?

Mr. COLBY : Decidedly so.
Mr. WOOD: Then you have the

right to presume fraud.
Mr. COLBY : The presumption

should be reversed, and it should be
made to appear that there was fraud.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said a conduc-
tor had just about as much as he could
do without attempting to be respon-
sible for manifests handed to him, and
which he would have to deliver to the
next conductor. Stili, conductors
should be punished if caught conniving
at fraud.

Mr. COLBY further suggested that
the agent of the road at the frontier
should take charge of the matter.

Sir JOHN A. MAC DONALD vointed
out that some arrangement ought to be
made as to express conductors.

Mr. BURPEE said he would note
the various suggestions.

Sub-section agreed to.
On Section 14,
Mr. MITCHELL objected to import-

ers being compelled to land their goods
within tbree days when they had been
brought by sea or from any placo ort
of Canada. There were many instances
where an importer would find it tooý
expensive to land his goods at a parti-
cular place as he sometimes could not
flnd a profitable market there.
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Mr. MACKENZIE said it was out of
the question for the Govern ment to
keep its officers waiting more than
three days to see that there had been
no smuggling. The words "land the
same " were absolutely necessary.

Mr. DOMVILLE said that it would
be very inconvenient when a shipper,
after the vessel had arrived in port,
desired to send his cargo to some other
place.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was no
practical difficulty.

Mr. MITCHELL said 'there should
be a clause, making the landing discre-
tionary with the Custom House officer,
for, as it was now, the Government
tacitly admitted and winked at an
evasion of the law.

Mr. MACKENZIE said an entry
was only made of the goods proposed
to be landed ; the balance could be
taken to any other port within the
Dominion without a new manifest
being made ont.

Mr. WORKMAN approved of this
clause of the Bill, and believed that it
was desirable to shorten the time as
much as possible. At present vessels
arriving at Montreal with general
cargoes were often delayed six or seven
days.

Mr. MITCHELL asked that in cer-
tain cases where perhaps two or three
days were spent in seeking a market,
a discretionary power should be given
to the Collector of Customs in regard
to compelling the vessel to be unladen
at that port. He also objected to
another section of the clause providing
that goods unladen should be at the
risk of the owner or consignee.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD did
not think the Customs had anything
to do with the matter. They were inot
to say who were responsible, and he
consequently thought this provision
should be struck out.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) stated that
in large towns goods were often landed
on the wharf, and laid there over
might, or perhaps for two or three
nights. The object of the clause was
to relieve the Custom House author-
ities of any risk. He would consider
the objection.

Mr. MACKENZIE stated that the
clause was added at the instance of the
chief officials. There had been some
vexatious suits, which he had no doubt
led the officers to make this recom-
mendation. They could pass the clause
at present, and they would consult
with the officials and give the reasons
at a subsequent stage.

Section agreed to.
On Sub-section 4,
Mr. BURPEE explained that a

similar system was adopted in England
as that proposed, under which goods,
on which duties were not paid within
one month, were to be sold at public
auction, and the amount devoted to pay-
ment of duties.

Mr. DOMVILLE said a shorter
time was required in England, as ware-
housing room was very valuable.
There was no such hurry here.

Mr. WORKMAN said lie thought
that one month was too short. Three
months ought to be allowed before the
goods were sold.

Mr. BURPEE said no inconvenience
had been experienced under the oper-
ation of the provision It only applied
to those parties who did not attend to
the entries.

Mr. MITCHELL said it would be an
improvement, if, instead of the words
" shall be destroyed," in the 14th line,
"may be destroyed," were substituted..

Mr. MACKENZIE said the proposed
hmendment appeared to be an improve-
ment, and it would be considered.

Sub-section agreed to.
On Section 17,
Mr. MITCHELL said the non-corres-

pondence of the entry might be owing
to a mistake.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said, pro-
vision was made in section 124 to e>er
such cases.

Mr. TUPPER said he understood
that in some ports of entry the ex-
penses of cartage from the warehouse
to the Custom-bouse and back again
were charged to the Department, while
in other ports those expenses were
borne by the owners of the goods. He
would like to know the reason for this-
distinction.

Customas Acts
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Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said the
information his hon. friend had received
was, in a great measure, incorrect.
He did not know of any port where
the cartage was paid from the ware-
house. In all the large ports cartage
was paid to the warehouse.

Mi, TUPPER asked if that practice
was uniform.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John)
thought it was. ie would,
make inquiries and inform
friend.

Section agreed to.
On Section 20,

said he
however,
his hon.

Mr. MITCHELL said the object of
the Government should be, instead of
retaining all the nuisances of the old
Act, to eliminate sections like these.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said the
reason for this section was to enable
goods to be entered at Digby.

Section agreed to.
On Section 29,
Mr. MITCHELL said he wisbed to

protest against the system of apprais-
ing. He had had some experience in
this respect on behalf of another party.
The Customs officer valued the goods
far beyond their real value, and the
party was fined, double duty
being inmposed. He appealed, and
appraisers were appointed. The party
in question did not have a fair oppor.
tunity of stating his case, and the
valuation was confirmed. In a similar
case, three weeks ago, the Government,
however, decided that the goods had
had been over valued. The Collector,
under the present system, was one of
the appraisers, and could select the two
others. A board of appeal should be
appointed. He felt that this was a
serious grievance.

Mr. BURPEE said he could see the
dfficulty, and he was quite prepared to
hear complaints. Valuations might
occasionally be unijust, but he could
not perceive any different way of
treating these cases, unless qualified
appraisers were placed at all the ports.
He would, however, consider the
matter.

Mr. MITCHELL said he would
never have appealed had he known
how the system worked, but he would

Mr. TUPPER.

have gone direct to the Government;
rather than so appeal a very important
natter, he would throw the money in
question into the sea.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said that the
authority asked for should be granted.

Section agreed to.
On Section 31,
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said

he would like to have the opinion of
commercial men such as the hon.
members for Centre Toronto and
Hamilton, on the point whether the
market value of goods was the cash
value or not.

Mr. MÂCDONALD(Centre Toronto)
said it seemed to him that the clause
was fairly drawn ; there would always
be differences in market values as
some bought cheaper than others. The
clause worked very well and he did
not wish to suggest any change.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) said the
value on which duties were collected
should be the actual cash value. Some
years ago a discount of live per cent.
was allowed on cash purchases, but now
duty was paid on the actual amount of
the invoice, whether the goods were
bought for cash or otherwise.

Mr. MACDONALD (Centre 'To-
ronto) said the entry was made on the
credit value; and, when goods were sold
for eash only, an addition of two per
cent. was made to the entry.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said the
intention of the law was as stated by
the hon. gentleman from Centre To-
ronto. The credit value of the goods
was the one intended to be acted upon.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the system
must be uniform. By far the largest
portion of the goods imported were
bought on credit, and they must either
take the ordinary credit or cash rate.
If the cash rate was taken, a less amount
would be collected.

Mr. PLUMB said the intention was
to prevent this country being turned
into a slaaghter market.

Mr. BURPEE said that the appraiser
had of course discretionary power wit-h
regard to the valuing of goods. No
discount was allowed unless the article
was sold only for cash.
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Mr. DOMVILLE said that the worst
credit was the standard on which the
man, whose credit was botter, paid du-
ties.

M r. WOOD: The man whose credit
is the worst pays the highest prices.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he wished to
put on record his protest against the
power being granted to the Collector
of Customs, or the Governor in Council,
or other person, to discriminate be-
tween two invoices or linos of goods.

Mr. WOOD said that the best mer-
chant of the best standing could not
obtain over two and a balf or three
per cent. discount in England, when a
discount of five per cent. was allowed
-on cash invoices in this country ; the
result was that many persons pretended
to buy for cash and obtained the re-
duction. This system was con-
sequently abolished.

Section agreed to.
On Section 32,
Mr. DOMVILLE said too wide a

-cope was given to the Minister of
Customs under this section, in doter-
ming the standards of sugars. He(Mr.
Domville) thought all sugar should be
placed on the Dutch standards, which
were the acknowledged standards
throughout the world. He knew that
under this clause any amount of irre-
gularities were opened up. lIe had
been informed that sugars had been
entered at different grades at two
different ports. There might be no prac-
tical difficulty while the present Minis-
ter of Customs was in office, but it
might happen that a gentleman might
assume the position who was totally
unacquainted with business, and who
would not be able to make a standard
and he might be led astray by other
people. He hoped this section would
not pass until it had been given ample
consideration.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said he
had had it under consideration for
many months. The Dutch standard
was the standard in use throughout the
Dominion. Every effort had been
made to secure a uniform standard.
le could, if desired, furnish two or
three reports by an offleer of the Gov-
ernment, who had visited all the ports
where sugars were imported, with the
view of securing uniformity.
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Mr. DOMVILLE found fault with
the decision of the appraiser being
final and conclusive.

Section agreed to.
On Section 33,
Mr. DAVIES enquired whether the

commission of agents was included in
the term " free on board " ?

Mr. BURPEE: It is not, but it in-
cludes all other charges.

Mr. DOMVILLE pointed out that,
in consequence of packages not being
charged the same duty, simply through
different rules of trade, certain places
of trade, say islands in the West Indies,
wore unjustly discriminated against.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said this
question had never been brought under
his notice before. He would give it
careful consideration.

Section agreed to.
Progress ordered to be reported.
H ou;e resumed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at
Fitteen minutes betore

Twelve o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 28th JMarch, 1877.
The Speaker took the chair at Three

o'clock.

THE FRENCH INTERNATIONAL
EXIIIBL.TION OF 1878.

QUESTION.

Mr. DELORME asked whether the
Governmont had decided about placing
a certain amount of money in the Esti-
mates, so that Canada might be repre-
sented at the International Exhibition
to be hcld in France in 1878.

Mr. MACKENZIE: We have several
plans in connection with this subject
under consideration, but at prosent I
am unable to answer the question.

WHARF AT STE. ANNE DU
SAGUENAY.

QUESTION.

Mr. CIMON asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
construct a wharf at Ste. Anne du
Saguenay, on the River Saguenay.

Mr. 3ACKENZIE: It is not.
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DISMISSAL OF A POSTMASTER.

QUESTION.

Mr. ORTON asked what were the
causes which led to the dismissal of
Mr. Wm. Cornock from the postmaster-
ship of Erin, in the County of Welling-
ton.

Mr. HUNTINGTON: This post-
master, having been reported inefficient
by the Inspector, was called upon to
resign. He refused to do so, and this
was the reason which led to his dis-
missal.

DAM, LOCK, AND SLIDE AT
CARILLON.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. ROCHESTER moved for a
return of ail correspondence between
Government and the con tractor for the
construction of the dam, lock, and slide
on the Ottawa River, at Carillon.
Also for the original estimates for the
said work and the correspondence
between the Engineer and the contrac-
tors. Hle said the contract had been
given out some time ago-in 1873,
he believed-for this work, which
included a dam across the river
and a slide to carry timber
over the two iocks. lie under-
stood that the time for the fulfil-
ment of the contract expired last Sep-
tember, and also that very little of the
work, comparatively speaking, had
as yet boen completed. This was a
great annovance to the trade, as it im-
peded navigation between Ottawa
and Montreal, this being th- worst
place on this route when the water
vas low. The trade were anxious to

know what was the reason for the
dtlay. He supposed that, according to
the Government Engineer's estimates,
sufficient time had been originally
allowed for the completion of the work.
It was reported that nothing like the
amount of work which should have
been done by this date had been
finished. le wished to get informa-
tion from the Minister of Public Works
respecting the state of the work and
the time when it would probably be
completed.

Mr. CHRISTIE said he was aware
that dissatisfaction existed concerning

Mr. MIACKENZIE.

the backwardness of the contract. At
the same time, it must be remembered
that the contractors Lad encountered
very great and unexpected difficulties.
It was anticipated that the work could
be carried on during winter, but ex-
perience had shown that this was im-
practicable. Work could only be
prosecuted during low water, and for
only about six weeks in the summer.
Last season, not less than five hundred
men had been employed on it. Besides.
a good deal of extra labour. had to be
performed in preparing the founda-
tions. Ail these circumstances caused
delay. It was very desirable that the
work should be pushed forward as
rapidly as possible, but, as far as le
knew, the contractors had really done
ail they possibly could do under the
circumstances.

Mr. CURRIER said that, in the
Ottawa District, people were very
anxious to see this work completed.
It had been under contract for three
or four years. He was not aware
what the difficulties that had been
encountered were, but certainly the
work Lad not progressed as rapidly
as they had been led to expect would
be the case. Owing to the shortness
of the season available to carry on
operations, a larger force of men should
be employed. The completion of the
work was a matter of great importance
to the lumber trade, and he hoped that
some means would be taken to expedito
it as much as possible. He was nlot
disposed to complain of the manner in
which the contractors had acted, unless
they knew that there was no reason
for the delay which had taken place.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said it was reported in the Ottawa
District that the contractors had more
work to perform than they originally
had reason to believe would have to be
done. It vas stated that the G-overn-
ment engineers had made an estimate
which indicated that much less timber
and other material would have to be
used, and much less work to be
performed. It was stated that the
contractors, in order to tind a solid
basis of rock, had to remove a large
amount of grave), stones and other
mat ter. If this was the case, it should
be known to relieve the contractors

Business.[COMMONS.]
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from the charge of unreasonable delay.
It was also advisable to know in what
state the work was now, and what the
prospects of its completion werc. The
want of this improvement prevented
complete communication by water
between Ottawa and Montreal, and,
thorefore, they were anxious to see it
pushed forward as rapidly as possible.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
ho thought more definite information
should bo asked. He understood that
the bottom of the river shown upon
the original plan was represented as
being composed of level and solid
rock; and the contractors complained
that they were obliged to put timber
in crevices in the rock and in many
instances to take out boulders and sand
to enable them to go to solid rock; and
this had to be done during a limited
period-six or ten weeks in the year.
The water was not sufficiently low until
late in August to enable the contractors
to put down timbers in the bottom of
the river, where the dam was located;
and ho understood that the formation
of frazil prevented the laying of
foundations during winter. The
contractors also complained of frequent
changes having been made in the
plans furnished them. The work was
to have been completed in September,
1875; and it was said that the plan of
the slide which was to be placed in
this dam was not furnished the
contractors until the month of October
or November, 1876. It was extremely
desirable that the contract should be
pushed forward as speedily as possible.
There was a general impression abroad
among manufacturers of timber that
the work projected in connection
with the slide was not suitable for the
intended purpose. He understood that
there was to be no floor in the dam,
and it seemed to him that the Minister
Of Public Works should take this im-
portant matter under consideration. ie
thought that some change in the plan
for the shde ought to be made. Hoe
would be gratified if the motion was
so amended as to include the original
plan upon which the contract was
based, with the original and also theprogress estimates.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment must decline under any

65j

circumstances to give the Engineer's
estimates concerning any works, but
they had no objection to give the
original amount of the contract, which
had been already before the House.
The Engineer's estimate was a
confidential document intended for
the guidance of the Department.
It was a very delicate matter to speak
in Parliament of the relations of con-
tractors with the Government, especi-
ally when the time for the completion
of the contract had long passed. The
statement made that froquent changes
had been made in the plans was in-
accurate, and the bottom of the river
had not been inaccurately described.
It was well known what sort of a
foundation the river had, and also that
timber had to be put in in order to
obtain a level surface. The work was,
no doubt, very difficult. The contrac-
tors had claimed that one description
of crib-work which was donc was not
provided for in the schedule of prices,
and the contract was wholly one of
schedule prices and not based on plans
for a lump sum, and this claim had
been ultimately allowed. Certain
prices were allowed for certain articles
as timber, planking, iron, stone-work,
masonry and earth-work, and all these
prices amounted to the gross sum of
the contract. No other difference of
opinion with the contractors had
occurred, to his recollection, except
with reference to some unimportant
matters. The contractors had, no
doubt, encountered considerable diffi-
culties, and, besides, wages and prices
were different at the time the contract
was undertaken from what they
were afterwards. He was anxious to
have the work completed as soon as
possible, and every possible facility in
this relation had been and woiild be
given the contractors by the Govern-
ment. He had heard no particular
complaint about the plan for the slide,
but ho would make enquiry about it.
If any improvement could be made iii
this respect ho presumed that it was
still not too late to do so. He would
bring down such papers as were
necessary to give information on the
subject, but ho would not communicate
any documents of a contidential
character. As to including lin the
motion the plans, lie thought that this
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had better be left out; if there was
time, such sketches as would suffice to
convey the meaning of the specifica-
tions would be submitted. He was
afraid that they could not wait for
complete plans of all the works em-
braced in the contract to be prepared.

Mr. ROCHESTER said be had asked
for what lie thought could be pro-
perly communicated to the House. He
wished the public at large to know
exactly in what position the work
was. He was afraid that it would not
be completed for a very long time. He
understood that the original plans re-
presented the bottom of the river at
this point as composed of flat rock, but,
ievertheless, holes varying from two
to eight feet in size had been found in
it, with gravel, sand and boulders.
Diving bells had also to be employed,
he believèd, to commence the crib
work. An engineer of good standing
had told him that, if the dam had been
located 500 feet higher up, a flat rock
would have been found, and perhaps
it was advisable yet to make the
change. He was told with relation to
two dams previously built there by the
Government----one 500 feet long, and
the other 3,300 feet-that the latter
took in the channel of the river for
the running of square timber during
low water, and that this dam was par-
tially removed in the prosecution
of the work in question. If this was
the case, he would suggest to the Min-
ister of Publie Works that this matter
ought to be looked into, for, unless it
was remedied, ho did not know how
timber was to be passed down during
low water next summer. At no time
during the last twenty, tventy-five or
thirty years, owing to the unusual low
ness of the water, had there been a bet-
ter opportunity to build a dam across
the river, than during the last season.
If the plans and circumstances under
which the work was commenced were
changed, it might be necossary to make
urther arrangements with contractors,

in the public interest, in order that this
work might be completed within a rea-
sonable time.

Mr. CURRIER said he had hoped
that the Minister of Public Works
would have been able to state when he
expected the work to be completed.

Mr. MACKENZIF.

He had supposed that those interested
in the lumber trade had made represen-
tations to the Government with a view
to some change. As far as common
opinion went, he did know what change
could be made. Putting a bottom in
the slides would not be an improve-
ment, as the rush of water through the
channel would be so heavy that it
would be likely to break up rafts pass-
ing through. No one, however, could
tell exactly what the result would be
until the work was completed.

Mr. MACKENZIE said nothing
would afford him greater pleasure than
to give more definite information on the
subject if he were able to do so. There
was no doubt that the work could
be donc, and it could notbe taken from
the contractors and re-let. HRe wished
to give the contractors every possible
chance to complete the work; but,unless
reasonable progress was made, new ar-
rangements must necessarily be entered
into.

Motion agreed to.

LEGAL EXPENSES IN PRINCE
EDWARD ISLAND.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. POPE (Queen's, P.E.I.,) moved
for a return of al moneys paid for legal
services or legal expenses in Prince
Edward Island from ist January, 1874,
to the present time, showing whcn
paid, to whom paid, and for what
services.

Motion agreed to.

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IN
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. POPE (Queen's) moved for a
return showing the names of all Gov-
ornment officials in Prince Edward
Island, specifying nature of office held
by each, date of appointment, and
amount of salary.

Motion agreed to.

CLOS'ING OF A POST OFFICE.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDECcE. .

Mr. POPE (Compton),in the absence
of Mr. ROBITAILLE, moved for copies
of papers and correspondence on the

(COMMONS.] Busineas.



Business. 1029

subject of the closing of the Post Office
in the vicinity of the Church of St. Jean
l'Evangeliste de la Nouvelle.

Motion agreed to.

POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

Mr. BOWMAN moved for a state-
ment setting forth the total number of
newspapers and other periodicals in
each county and city of the Dominion
which have paid postage on papers
sent from " the office of publication,"
with the total revenue raised therefrom
during the pastyear; the statement to
be made in the same form as the one
brought down last Session.

Motion agreed to.

SEIZURES OF ILLICIT STILLS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. ROCHESTER moved for returns
showing the number of illicit stills
seized by the Revenue Officers of the
Dominion in 1873, 1874 and 1875;
giving the dates when the different
seizures were made, where made, and
the estimated value of the property
seized.

Motion agreed to.

THE RISE OF WATERS ON THE
OTTAWA.

MOTION FOR REPORT.

Mr. HAGAR moved for copies of all
reports of engineers or correspondence
respecting the existence and cause of
the greater rise in the waters of the
sixty-mile level of the river Ottawa
between the Chaudiere Falls and the
Long Sault Rapids, than the levels
below and above those points, as set
forth in the petitions to this House, of
certain inhabitants of the counties of
Ottawa,'Prescott and Russell. He said
it was well known to those who had
travelled on the Ottawa that the over-
flow of water at this point was some-
thing extraordinary. The land flooded
by the freshets in the spring was equal
to a strip of land thirty miles in
length by one mile in width,
which, under ordinary circumstances,
would yield abundant crops, and,
being near to Montreal and Ottawa,

would be very profitable. This dispro-
portion in the rise of the water had

een gradually incrcasing during the
last four or five years, so much so that
the proprietors and occupants of the
lands in the neighbourhood found it
impossible to utilize them. In fact, the
banks were destroyed, bouses and
fences swept away, and wharves des-
troyed, and the public generally
suffered from the freshets. One owner
of wharves had told him that, if the
present state of things continued, it
would be impossiblo to keep wharves
along the river. This flooding did not
always exist, as some years ago the
settlers werc able to raise abundant
crops. This region was formerly
covered with a dense growth of timber,
but the water had destroyed it, and the
lands were becoming worthless. le
understood that the Government had
sent some person to investigate this
matter, and he hoped that when the
papers were brought down it would be
found that the Government had some
plan vhereby the evil could be
remedied,

Mr. CURRIER said what the hon.
gentleman had stated in regard to the
rise of waters was perfectly true.
While it rose no more than six feet to
eight feet within the Chaudière and be-
low Long Sault Rapids, between those
points it rose on an average twenty-two
feet. Last year it was much higher
than before, reaching 26 feet to 27 feet,
and a great amount of damage was
done. The old settlers along the river
stated that the rise was increasing
year after year, and the people were
anxious that the Government should
ascertain the cause and provide some
remedy. It was thought by some that
the enlargement of the canal had in-
creased the difficulty, and it was
suggested that the widening of the
channel would make an improvement.
Perhaps the hon. the leader of the
Government would explain what had
been done, without going to the trouble
of bringing down the papers.

Mr. McNAB' said the question was
one deserving the serious attention of
the Government. Unless some remedy
could be applied, a large number of the
inhabitants would have to abandon
their homes. However, he would not
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pretend to say what was the cause, or
whether it could be removed.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that this
point was practically a large basin of
the Ottawa River, which had been
filled up by deposits of saw-dust and
the ordinary refuse of mills and manu-
factories along the banks. This was
the case to such an extent that the cur-
rent had been turned eastward and had
been rendered to some extent useless.
On the other hand, it was tolerably
evident that the Dominion Government
could not hold themselves responsible
for the overflowing of a provincial
river, whether from natural or artifi-
cial causes, as would be the case if the
Government had crected public works
which would have a tendency to block
the current and cause a backwater,
and therebyflood the lands. Whilehe
repudiated any* responsibility on the
part of the Goverriment, they had felt
so much sympathy with those who
suffered from the periodical overflow-
ing of the river, that they felt bound to
make some enquiry into what was sup-
posed to be the cause. Last autumn an
engineer was sent to make some
examination of the river, particularly
at the point indicated by the hon. the
mover, at the head of the Grenville
Canal. It would be remembered that
a large sand-bank had collected a little
off the head of the Grenville Canal,
and immediately off the rapids
caused by the descent of the river
ut that point. He would also point
out that the Hawkesbury Mills,
the Hon. Mr. Hamilton's, had utilized
the smaller streams for the purpose of
obtaining water power, and the dams
had seriously obstructed the flow of
the water to the east, and particularly
so between Grenville and Ottawa. At
the same time the engineer had not
proved that the water had risen higher
than it had for the last thirty or
forty years. The hon. member for
Ottawa (Mr. Currier), said the
water had risen twenty-seven feet. If
this were so the information of the
Government must have been incorrect,
as they were informed that it had only
risen 25 feet. Many years ago the
river had been as high as that, although
it was higher than usual. The obstruc-
tion at the head of the Grenville Canal
was a sort of breakwater which pre-

Mr. McNAB.

vented the water from finding an easy
access to that point. He would bring
down the report of the engineer and
would continue the observations dur-
ing the present season, with an anxious
desire to obtain such information as
would lead the Government to take
prompt steps in the direction indicated,
if it was found that they had a right
to meddle in the matter. Atthe same
time it must be understood that the
Government could not be public prose-
cutors for private owners of lands. If
any person felt that his lands were
overflown through the draining of the
river by rubbish thrown from mills, he
had a legal remedy.

Mr. ROCHESTER said the increase
in the rise was not remarkable, from
the fact that the more the land was
cleared the greater would be the spring
freshets, in consequence of the snow
having a better chance to melt and the
water run down. That had been so
on the Rideau River, and would be the
same on the Ottawa. He presumed the
Ottawa had been dammed to a certain
extent by rubbish from mills being
thrown into it, but at the same time he
was satisfied that saw dust had not
blocked up the stream.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Where does it
all go to?

Mr. ROCHESTER said the saw-dust
went to the sea ; and he might ask in
return where the saw-dust thrown into
the Hudson -went to ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I don't know,
but I know there is a great deal of
saw-dust at the bottom of the Ottawa.

Mr. ROCHESTER said this was
owing largely to the formation of sand
banks. Even when the saw-dust sank
to the bottom it generated a gas,
which exploded and scattered the saw-
dust again. The partner of the hon.
member for Ottawa (Mr. Currier) had
informed him that such an explosion
had once removed a boom, and he him-
self had seen an explosion throw the
water up three or four feet. In his
(Mr. Rochester's) own mill he burnt
his saw-dust, but he knew it was very
difficult for mill-owners to get rid of
their saw-dust except by throwing it
in the river. He thought the Gov-
ernment might well spend a few thou-
sand dollars ut the Grenville rapids, as
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it would bring great relief to the
farmers in rescuing land which was
now annually covered with water.
With regard to the dams of the Hon.
Mr. Hamilton, they had been there for
forty years, and if' they had any effect
upon the current, it would have been
shown eight or ten years ago.

Mir. HAGAR said he thought com-
parison between the Rideau and the
Ottawa was hardly fair. He under-
stood that the water had risen twenty-
seven feet at the point namod, or
twenty-five feet as the hon. the First
Minister had stated, while at Aylmer
it had only risen nine and a half feet.

Mr. ROCHESTER: That was two
feet four inches higher than before.

Mr. HAGAR said he would not
pretend to say what the causes were,
whether they were natural or artificial,
or whether the Government was
implicated; but he was pleased to see
that the hon. the Premier had expressed
his determination to investigate the
matter. He thought the expenditure
of a few thousand dollars would pro-
vide a remedy.

Mr. CURRIER explained that lie
did not mean that sawdust was the
cause of the obstruction, but that lie
had merely stated that this was
alleged by the petitioners. There
must be some other reason than that
of the spring freshets, the rise of water
being greater below the Chaudière
than above. lIe was glad the Govern-
ment were interesting themselves in
the matter.

Mir. WRIGHT (Ottawa) said the
question was one of importance to the
county which he represented. For
many years a large portion of the
County of Ottawa, lying along the line
of the river, had been completely
flooded, and thousands of acres had
been rendered valueless. He thought
that the construction of some of the
Government works had increased
instead of diminishing the evil. A
deputation composed of many leading
citizens had waited upon him and
other hon, members, and requested
them to press the matter as strongly
as possible on the Government,
and he trusted the investigation

promised would be of a most thorougli
and searching character, and would
commence at an early day. The hon.
the Premier had made a mistake in
declaring that the Ottawa River par-
took more of a Provincial than of a
Dominion character. If he examined
the British North America Act, he
would fnd the great arterial rivers
and water stretches were under the
management of the Dominion.Although
he (Mr. Wright) was deeplyinterested
in everything that pertained to the
welfare of the lumber trade, he thought
the time had arrived when the question
of throwing slabs and sawdust into the
rivers should receive its solution, for
such a practice mut necessarily injure
the navigable streams. He understood
the Government were taking steps to
prevent the continuance of the 0ractice,
and he hoped that it would result in an
entire change in the system.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he used the
term Provincial in comparing the
Ottawa River with sucli a river as the
Saskatchewan, which ran wholly
through the Dominion territory and
not through a Province.

Mr. MITCHELL said he agreed
with the distinction drawn by the
lion. the Premier between Domin-
ion and Provincial, but, by an
Order in Council, rivers which formed
the division line between Provinces
were regarded as Dominion and not
Provincial rivers. In a certain sense
ail rivers were under the control of the
Dominion as regarded their fisheries
and their navigation. It was a serious
matter that an important river like
the Ottawa, which formed an outlet for
the exports of lumber, which was one
of the staple products of the country
and which contributed a large revenue
to the Government, should be gradually
filling up. It was time the question
was solved and the difficulties which
liad for years been troubling the people
obviated, and it was a matter for
satisfaction that the hon. the Premier
had promised to give special attention
to the subject. WheD he (Mr. Mitchell)
was in a measure responsible for the
evil, he found himself unable to do much
towards remedying the grievance.

Motion agreed to.

Thf Rise of
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING IN
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. POPE (Queen's) moved for a
a Return shewing amounts for printing
for all services done in Prince Edward
Island, during the years 1874, 1875 and
1876 respectively, the nature of the
work done, and the names of the per-
sons who performed such work.

NEW MEMBER INTRODUCED.

Hon. IECToR L. LANGEVIN, Mem-
ber for the Electoral District of
Charlevoix, having previously taken
the oath according to law, and sub-
scribed the roll containing the same,
took his seat in the House.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved:

" That, in admitting the Hon. Hector L.
Langevin, C.B., elected to represent the
Electoral District of Charlevoix, to take his
seat on the production of the Duplicate
Indenture only, and without the Return of
the Indenture of the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery, and the Certificate of the latter
Officer, this House still recommends a strict
adherence to the practice of requiring the
production of the usual Certificate."

Motion agreed to.

MAIL SERVICE BETWEEN CAMP-
BELLTON AND PASPEBIAC.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. ROBITAILLE moved for copies
of all correspondence, reports, papers
and records, respecting the renewal of
the contract for the transportation
of the mail between Campbellton and
Paspebiac, nearly six months before
the expiration of the said contract, and
without tenders being called for ; and
also for copies of the contract. He said
the mail between Campbellton and
Paspebiac was carried un der a contract
of four years' duration. As stated in
the Report of the Postmaster-General,
the distance was 88 miles and the price
$4,200 a year. The mode of making
a contract for this, as well as other
mails, had been to advertise for tenders
and invite competition. This contract
would have expired at the end of June
next. It appeared that, on the 11th of
January last, nearly six months before
the expiration of the contract,

M&r. MITCHZLL.

the Postmaster-Gencral ordered the
contract to be renewed with the present
contractor without any public notice,
indeed without any notice of any kind
having been given; and, moreover,
without having before him a report of
his officers on the subject. He did not
intend to attack the mail contractor
for that section, but there was a time
when that public servant professed
political opinions which, it would be
supposed, would have led him to act
differently to what he did during the
last local election. He could not
understand how, after so many years
profession of political purity by the
hon. the Postmaster-General and his
party, and after condemning for so
many years, before the House and the
country, the giving of any contraet by
the Crown without first calling for
tenders, the hon. the Postmaster-Gene-
ral should have renewed this contract
in the manner he did. Surely it was
not the absence of blank forms, the
printing of which for his Depart-
ment alone cost the country over
$55,000 for the last two years, that
prevented his issuing a few of them
with a view to obtain the benefit of
competition from persons who migiht
have been disposed to carry the mails
as well as, and perhaps at a cheaper
rate than, the present contractor. On
reflection, however, he remembered
that, on the 19th December last, the
election for the Local Legislature for
the county of Bonaventure was
annulled and the writs for a new
election issued on the 21st of the
same month. On 27th December,
the Assistant Inspector of Post Offices
loft Quebec for Bonaventure, where he
had interviews with persons carrying
the mail; and the result was that the
contractor, who had always been a
Conservative and supported Conserva-
tive candidates, whether French or
English, Catholie or Protestant, took
in hand, at the last election for the
Local Legislature, a gentleman repre-
senting advanced Liberal views, and
supported him night and day. That
election took place in January, after
the visit of the Inspector. The
Assistant Inspector arrivcd at Camp-
bellton on the evening of the 27th of
December. The mail courier was
ready to leave at 10 p.m. for Paspebiac,
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but was ordered by the Assistant In-
spector to remain over all night; thus
the mail left only at nine o'clock on
the 28th. The down mail was, there-
fore, detained eleven hours, and the
consequence was, the dotention of the
next day's mail from Paspebiae to
Campbellton and Quebec, including all
mails from Gaspé to Quebec-a loss of
a day. The mail by the courier was
ready to leave Paspebiac for Campbell-
ton on the evening of the 4th of
January. The Assistant Inspector
ordered the courier to wait until the
morning of the 5th, making thirteen
hours' delay. The mail arrived on the
same day at Maria at !:30 p.m., and
there the Assistant Inspector ordered
the coilrier to remain over until the
next morning, nearly sixteen hours.
This arrangement enabled the officer
to travel by day, to save the expense
of a carter, and to make arrangements
for the election. Thus two down and
two up mails were detained without
any reason except that of the Assistant
Inspector's own convenience, and to
enable him to canvass in the local
election.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he could
not be expected to reply to the accusa-
tion, made by the hon. member for Bo-
naventure, from the fact that they were
not suggested by the motion. If at
some previous time the Post Office In-
spector had detained the mail courier
unnecessarily, there was no impropriety
connected with the renewal of the con-
tract. The hon. member had himself
said that the courier had done good
service for a long time and renewals of
contracts of four years had generally
been made before.

Mr. IROBITAILLE: Never.
Mr. HUNTINGTON said that was

the information he had received. He
had learnt for the first time that the
contractor whose conduct was im-
Pugned in the first instance was a poli-
tician. The contract for the mail ser-
vice involved a good deal of plant, and
the contractor had been a mail con-
tractor ail his life, and the contract
was renewed with him as was fre-
quentlydone by the Departments when
the-price was not raised. l He took de-
Partmental advice on the subject, and
had received. a petition numerously

signed, recommending the renewal of
the contract on the same terms as pre-
viously, and this was the first occasion
on which the contractor had changed
his politics. He did not take such mat-
ters into consideration in dealing with,
con tracts.

Motion agreed to.

POLITICAL CUSTOM HOUSE
OFFICERS.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. McCARTHY moved for copies
of all correspondence between the
Department of Customs and any
Custom House Officer respecting any
application for permission to be a can-
didate for any corporate office between
the dates following, that is to say, 1st
July, 1875, and lst January, 1877. He
said he would direct the attention
of the House to Rule 10 of the Customs
Department, which set forth that no
officer of Customs was allowed to
hold any corporate office, or to inter-
fere in political questions, either local
or general. That rule was a very
proper extension of the Act of Parlia-
ment which provided that those officers
should not vote at elections, and should
not be candidates for parliamentary
honors. The reason for that was
obvious. Officers of Customs were
necessarily brought in contact with all
classes of the community, with men of
all political opinions, and it was there-
fore proper they should not be mixed,
up with political questions, and should
not interfere in political contests.
The rie went so far as to say that
officers of that class were not allowed
to hold corporate offices, which he (Mr.
McCarthy) understood to mean offices
under any municipal body. He
desired to know why that rule was not
carried out impartially; why some
officers of the Customs were allowed to
hold municipal offices, while other
officers were not accorded that privi-
loge. He spoke more particularly with
respect to the Collector of Customs at
Collingwood, who was at present mayor
of the town, and who for four or five
years had either been mayor or a can-
didate for the office. That gentleman
was not only an officer of the municipal
corporation, but he was understood toý,
be a very warm supporter of the Ad.
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ministration, and one who took a very
active part in political affairs generally.
This, of course, might not be known
to the officers of the Department, but
he thought it must be known in the
Department whether this officer bad
applied for leave to hold the office of
mayor, and, if so, whether such per-
mission had been granted. H1e did not
wish to mention names, but he would
state that two gentlemen, officers of
the Department, who had applied
respectively for liberty to rn or the
offices of reeve of a township and alder-
inan of Toronto, had been refused it,

.and the rule in question should be
enforced impartially and strictly, with-
out reforence to supposed politics.

Mr. COOK said lie was glad to see
the hon. meniber bring the matter
before the House. He fancied his hon.
friend forgot that a reeve of one of the

'municipalities of the county of Simcoe
'was also warden of the county, and
this gentleman happened to be a Con-
'servative. He was satisfied that the
assertion of his hon. friend with refer-
ence to the Collector at Collingwood
being a political partizan was unfounded
in fact. This gentleman had been
inost circumspect with regard to
polities since he had become Collector
of Customs. From 1867 to 1871, Mr.
Watson had been Mayor of Collingwooa
as well as Collector of Customs, and no
fault had been found in this relation.
There was no emolument connected
with the mayoralty, and in 1871 no
eoss a sum than $8,461, very little

less than last year, was collected.
The duties of Collector did not
-elash with those of Mayor. Mr. Mob-
erly, who had been Mayor of Colling-
,wood for four years previous to Mr.
Watson's re-eloction, had plunged the
town into such financial difficulties that
t.he people, irrespective of politics,

zasked Mr. Watson whether he would
accept office if elected. Mr. Watson

-did n-ot receive $1,000 a year as Collec-
-tor, anad was consequently not preclud-
-ed under sec. 3, of chap. 5, of 31st Vie.
trom holding such a position as mayor.

~That clause was as follows: -
4 The salary or pay allowed to any such

officer or person as aforesaid shall be in lieu
of all fees, allowances or enrolments of any
kind whatsoever, exept actual and author-

Mr. McCAarny.

ized disbursenents, shares of seizures, for-
feitures and penalties, and no such officer or
person receiving a salary at or exceeding the
value of one thousand dollars per annum
shall exercise any other calling, profession,
trade or employment whatsoever, with a view
to derive profit therefrom, directly or indi-
rectly, or shall liold any other office of profit
whatsoever, except in either case with the
express permission of the Governor-General
in Council."

Therefore, the salary of the Collector
at Collingwood being less than $1,000
per annum, he was precluded from the
meaning of this Act. He (Mr. Cook)
could not but think that the member
from Cardwell (Mr.McCarthy) has been
ill-advised by his friends at Colling-
wood in this matter. Mr. Rutledge,
a Government official, being Collector
at Penetanguishone since 1872, when
lie (Mr. Cook) entered the House, had
been reeve of one of the municipali-
ties of his constituency, but lie (Mr.
Cook) iad thought it beneath his
notice to mention so small a matter.
In 1872 he had been supported by three
reeves and deputy-reeves, and aithough
his hon. friend had been looking after
these matters in accordance with the
advice of the hon. member for Kings-
ton, the number of Reform reeves had
been increased from three to thirteen
at the present time. In 1872, the lion.
member for Cardwell (Mr. McCarthy)
had been nominated as a candidate to
oppose him (Mr. Cook) at that gen-
eral election by the reeves and deputy-
reeves in council assembled. No doubt,
he looked upon this as a great auxiliary
in promoting his election, and was
chagrined to sce that class of his sup-
porters slipping from his grasp which
would tell against him at the next
election, if he again contested the
constituency He begged to move in
amendmont that the words " from the
lst July, 1875 " he struck out and the
words "from 1st June, 1873 " be in-
serted instead thereof.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said he had
no objection, of course, to bring down
any papers referring to this matter. He
had not heard of this case until three or
four weeks ago, at the outside. He
did not approve of a Customs officer
having any connection with municipal
affairs, and especially with such an im-
portant position as a mayorship. He
was quite sure that he had never given
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any officer of the Department leave to
run for municipal honours.

Mr. McCARTHY said he was very
glad to hear that the Minister of Cus-
toms had not given this gentleman per-
mission to violate the rules of the De-
partment. He had been requested by
residents of Collingwood to bring the
matter to the notice of the Minister of
Customs and of the House. A gentle-
man residing near Collingwood had ap-
plied for leave to be a candidate for the
office of reeve, but had been refused,
and veryproperly too,he thought, under
the circumstances. He was glad to
see that his hon. friend from North
Simcoo (Mr. Cook) had found the use
of his tongue since his (Mr. McCarthy's)
entrance into the House.

Sone HO0N. MEMBERS: Order.
Mr. McCARTHY said the tongue

was sometimes a useful and sometimes
a dangerous member. If ho was out
of order, ho would withdraw the
expression. His hon. friend had once
said that he (Mr. McCarthy) was one
of his constituents, but he did not pro-
pose to allow a duel to go on between
his hon. friend and himself. Though
defeated by his hon. friend on
two or three occasions-the House
und the country knew by what
means-he would oppose bis hon.
friend at the next election and
stake his political future on the result.
If Mr. Rutledge, though only a landing-
waiter, had not obtained the leave of
the Department to run for office, he
ought not to be permitted to hold bis
municipal position. Mr. Moberly had
not plunged Collingwood in debt as far
as bis knowledge went, and ho did not
believe that this town was more in
debt than its residents approved of.
Besides, the contest had not been
solely between Messrs. Moberlv and
Watson, for a third candidate wvas in
the field. Public officers, who were
deprived of the franchise, owing to the
positions they beld, and who were
servants not merely of one political
party but of ail the people in the
country, should not be permitted to
hold municipal offices.

Mr. BLAKIE: He is not deprived of
the franchise.

Mr. McCARTHY: I think so; a
Collector of Customs cannot vote.

Mr. MACKENZIE: By what law?
Mr. McCARTHY: By the Election

Law of Ontario. And I understand
that the franchise in connection with
this House is the same as it is in
Ontario.

Mr. 3MACKENZIE: In some Pro-
vinces they can vote and in some they
cannot. They may not be entitled to
vote in Ontario.

Mr. McCARTHY said ho was speak-
ing of Ontario, and a Collector
of Customs was not qualified to
vote under the Statute law in that Pro-
vince. He had no desire to press the
motion if his hon. friend from North
Simcoe was of the same opinion. Thcre
was nothing to bring down. He had
attained his object.

Mr. COOK said that Mr. Rutledge
was a Collector of Customs.

Mr. McCARTIHY: What is his salary?
Mr. COOK: His salary is not large;

but that is not the question.
Mr. McCARTHY: What is it ?
Mr. COOK: It is $400.
Motion, with leave of the louse,

withdrawn.

THE LACHINE CANAL EN-
LARGEMENT.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. BABY, in the absence of Mr.
MoussEu, moved for copies of all cor-
respondence, letters and telegrams,
between the Goverument and the pro-
prietors of the lands in the neighbour-
hood of the proposed enlargement of
the Lachine Canal, from the first of
March, 1875, up to the 10th March,
1877; also coptes of all the orders given
to the Engineers to furnish informa-
tion to such proprietors, and of all ap-
lications of said proprietors for infor-
mation made either to the Government,
to the Engineerq, or to the Department
of Public Works, as to the quantity of
land required for such enlargement be-
tween the said dates Ist March, 1875,
und 10th March, 1877; also copies of
all orders, proposals and arrangements
submitted by the said proprietors to
the Government, to the Engineers or
to the Department of Public Works,
aid of all offers, proposals and arrange-
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ments submitted by the Government,
the Engineers or the Department of
Public Works, to the said proprietors,
between the said dates of the lst March,
1875, and 10th March, 1877; also copies
of all reports made by arbitrators or val-
uators on the value of the lands of such
riparian proprietors on the said canal,
within the said period, from 1st March,
1875, to 10th March, 1877; also of all re-
ports made by the Engineers to the Gov-
ernment, or to the Department of Publie
Works, on the value of the said lands,
and on the offers, proposals or arrange-
ments made or proposed by such pro-
prietors to the Government, or by the
Government to such proprietors,within
the said period, from the 1st March,
1875, to 10th March, 1877; also copies
of all contracts entered into between
the said proprietors and the Govern-
ment, or the Department of Public
Works, in relation to the lands re-
quired for the enlargement of the La-
chine Canal, between the lst March,
1875, and the 10th March, 1877.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the motion
embraced many things that could not
exist. No offers had been made by
the Government to any proprietors,
and no offers had been received from,
proprietors, except through the ordi-
nary current of communication. He
presumed a summary was al that was
required by the hon. gentleman; if
the entire correspondence with the
valuators was wanted, it would take a
much longer time to bring down.

Mr. BABY said, in the absence of the
mover, he could not say exactly what
was required. He presumed that what
the hon. the Premier had suggested
would meet the case.

Motion agreed to.

LIGHT DUES ON CANADIAN
SHIPPING.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. GOUDGE moved for copies of
any correspondence that may have
passed, during the past three years,
between the Government of Great
Britain and the Government of this
Dominion, relative to the abolition of
light duties on Canadian shipping. He
said his object in moving for the cor-
respondence was to draw the attention

Mr. BABY.

of the Government to a matter of con-
siderable importance to Canadian ship-
ping. In Canadian and United States
waters no light dues were imposed, but
in the mother country a very onerous
charge had always been made in this
respect, not only upon foreign but
upon English vessels. Two or three
years ago, the Dominion Board of
Trade memoralized the English Gov-
ernment on the subject, and the mem-
orial was referred to the Board of
Trade; but he regretted to say that
the reply was to the effect that the
prayer of the petition could not bo
granted. But, while the mother
country had refused to abolisi the
light dues, considerable reduction had
been made; but he felt that, in view of
the fact that the principle maritime
nations did not impose such dues, the
attention of the Imperial Government
should be again called to the advisability
of abolishing them entirely. He pro-
posed shortly to ask the approval of the
House by a vote to the movement to
abolish the light dues.

Motion agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OF COUNTY
COURT JUDGES FOR NEW

WESTMINSTER.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM moved for

copies of all correspondence between
the Dominion Government and the
Government of British Columbia, con-
cerning the appointment of a County
Court Judge for the District of New
Westminster in place of Arthur T.
Bushby deceased. He said his object
in bringing this motion before the
House was to call the attention of the
hon. the Minister of Justice to the
unfortunate position in which the
county of New Westminster had been
placed since the decease of Mr. Bushby,
their County Court Judge in May, 1875.
He (Mr. Cunningham) had repeatedly
written to the hon. the Minister show-
ing him how they were situated, and
had also had several personal inter-
views with him on the same subject,
and yet no Judge had been appointed
for this important county although the
the matter had been under consider-
ation for two years. He desired now
to remind the hon. the Minister that

(COMM-ONS.] Business.
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the county was one of the most
important in the Province, containing
as it did, vast resources, and population
was coming in rapidly. It seemed
unreasonable that such au important
place should be left without at least
one legal man. The Judges of the
higher Court, three in number, resided
at Victoria on tho Island, and he
thought that one of these gentlemen
should reside somewhere on the main-
]and. He observed that the sum of
$15,000 was placed in the Estimates
for the travelling expenses of the
Courts, and ho thought this sum might
be very much reduced, if some of these
men lived on the mainland. le could
not see any reason why Victoria shoul d
be the home of justice for the entire
Province. During the past two years
the County Court at New Westminster
had been supplied by any person whom
the Government might think fit to
send. Sometimes the Judge of Yale
held Court, again the Judge of Lilloett,
in fact almost any of these Judges. The
Court days had been uncertain, and
>ften postponed, to the great incon-
venience of parties having cases before
the Court. It had been stated that the
delay rested with the Local Govern-
ment who had not acted in the matter.
If this were so then he would beg the
hon. the Minister to again remincd them
of the case. He wished the louse to
understand that ho did not advocate
the appointment of a new Judge at an
expense to the country. They had
three now on the mainland for the
work of four counties, andi he was sure
those gentlemen could do the whole
work without any inconvenience to
themselves whatever. What was
wanted was a redistribution of the
counties. Caradoc and Lilloett co.unties
might be united; so mightYale and New
Westminster-the Judge residing at
the last named place. This was what he
advocated ; this was what his consti-
tuents wished. They were becoming
very impatient, and they had a right
to be so.

Mr. BLAKE said the difficulty to
which tho hon. gentleman had alluded
had received the earnest attention of
the Government. The expenses con-
nected with the administration of
justice in British Columbia were
extremely large, and the judicial staff,

circumstanced as that Province was,
was very great. It was originally
arranged at the time of lUnion that the
existing functionaries called County
Court Judges should, during their lives,
or good behaviour, be continued in
office at certain fixed salaries, but no
provision was made by Parliament for
the continuance of the staff of those
Judges. It was, therefore, not in the
power of the Government upon tho
demise of the late Judge Bush by, on its
own motion, to make an appointment
for the vacancy. It was oe of the
defects, he might say blemishes, of our
Constitution that the judicial power
was divided between the Local and
Central Parliament. The Local Legis-
latures enacted the laws providing for
the organisation of Courts and the
number of Judges; and this Parliament
enacted the law providing for the
appointment of those Judges, and the
power of appointment was vested in the
executive authority of the Dominion.
Efforts had been made from time
to time in British Columbia to improvo
the system, but the laws enactedi had
been found not unexceptionable, and no
law addressed to the real interests of
the case had become practically oper-
ative. The Dominion Government, so
far as it was proper to do, had sug-
gested to the local authorities the
propriety, in remodelling the system,
of considering such economy as
was compatible with the efficient
Administration of Justice. All the
Supreme Court Judges were lo
cated on the Island of Vancouver,
and also two of the County Court
Judges, one of whom held sittings in
Victoria and the other in the town of
Nanaimo. On the mainland, as his
hon. friend had pointed ont, there were
now three Judges. It appeared to him
that a staff ot three Supreme Court
Judges and six County Court Judges
was very large for the judicial service
of the country, and that it might be
possible to make arrangements for
lessening it. A learned Judge, who
resided in Victoria and not in his own
judicial district, now discharged the
duties formerly performed by Mr. Jus-
tice Bushby on his wayto his own dis-
trict. He would not enter into the
details of the various plans whieh had
occurred to him for providing some
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degree of economy, not losing sight of
efficiency, in the administration of jus-
tice in the Province. He admitted
that the Local Government was
infinitely more competent than they to
devise some such plan. He understood
that a Bill was now pending in the
Local Legislature for the purpose of
effecting a reorganization of the sys-
tom. He was sorry to learn, however,
that one of the provisions required the
appointment of barristers as County
Court Judges, which would require
thom at once to superannuate the exist-
ing Judges. He believed that would
be an unfortunate step for the Local
Government to take. Although the
present Judges were not men of legal
training, they were men of ability and
accustomed to deal with local matters.
They were thought fit for the position
when appointed, and ho did not think
it right that they should be superan-
nuated at the expense of the country
in order that barristers might take
their places. He hoped the hon. mem-
bers representing British Columbia
would not suppose that, either indivi-
dually or on behalf of the Government,
he expressed or implied the slightest
reluctance to propose any sum noces-
sary in order that justice might be
efficiently administered in the Pro-
vince. Owing to the large area and
sparse population, a larger sum of
money proportionally was required for
this purpose than in other communi-
ties. Hle would ask the co-operation
of those hon. gentlemen, however, in
aiding to reduce the expenses as much
as possible, and to impress upon the
Local Legislature the advisability of
making such arrangements for the re-
organization of the districts, location of
the Judges and dise'harge of the duties,
so that the existing staff might be
utilised and the Governmcnt not be
called upon to nominate additional
judicial officers.

Mr. BUNSTER said ho could quite
understand the anxiety of his hon.
friend, in asking to get a County Court
Judge appointed for the District of
New Westminster, for the very good
reason that he was a merchant and
probably wanted to sue a good many
persons for bills; but ho (Mr. Bunster)
would be sorry to sec the hon. mem-
ber accommodated in that matter. He

Mr. BLAKE.

begged to differ from him in the state-
ment that New Westminster was the
most important place in the Province-
of British Columbia. The Judges were
compelled to live in Victoria, where
they could send their children to
school and havn advantages of the best
educational talent in the Province.
He did not think the hon. the Minister
of Justice would feel the propriety of
appointing a County Court Judge for
Westminster at present. He would ad-
mit that the importance of the place-
dernanded that there should be a per-
manent Judge there, but the gentle-
man who now occupied that position
was quito able to perform the duties
required of him. Although he had
not a legal training, he had been
acting as Judge for about 21 years, and
had given universal satisfaction to the
citizens of British Columbia. That he
had only made one or two mistakes
during his judicial career was greatly
to his credit. He believed the Gov-
ernment had far better reserve all their
resources for the construction of the
Pacific Railway than use it in appoint-
ing new Judges and superannuating old
ones.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said he
fully concurred in the remarks of the
hon. the Minister of Justice as to util-
izing the services of the present County
Court Judges, as such a course would
be most convenient for the country.
He also fully agreed in what had been
said as to the ability of the gentleman
who now held the office of County
Court Judge. Although le had not
been brought up to the legal profession,
he had uniforrnly shown himself able
to perform the duties devolving upon.
him. He trustedthat the Local Legis-
lature would make such arrangements
as would be consonant with the views
of the hon. the Minister of Justice ;
and he did not think the people of
British Columbia wished to see the
present Judges superannuated.

Motion agreed to.

UNPREPAID LETTERS.

MOTION FJR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. CARON moved for copies 3f
correspondence between the council of
the Quebec Board of Trade and the
Dominion Government, relating to the

Letters.(COMMON8.]
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rule in existence in regard to unpre-
paid letters. He said it was hardly
necessary that ho should take up the
time of the House in pointing out the
manifest inconvenience of the rule now
followed. Al non-prepaid letters,
under the present system, were for-
warded to the Department at Ottawa.
This affected in a most disastrous
manner the great shipping interests of
Canadian ports. Every business man
knew that these letters might some-
times be of very great importance, and,
when they were sent to the Dead
Letter Office, they deprived those to
whom they were directed of the in-
formation contained in them. Not
only might important matters of busi-
ness be involved, but also those affect-
ing even life. When the papers came
down it would be seen that the council
of the Quebec Board of Trade had sub-
mitted their views to the Government.
He hoped that this important subject
would receive the earnest and the
earliest attention of the Government.
Hle would defer any further remarks
which ho might consider it his duty to
make until the papers were brought
down.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said there was
no objection to the papers being
brought down. But he would call at-
tention to the fa(c-t that the system
which was now condemned had only
just come into operation, and had not
yet received a fair trial. It would be
for the hon. gentleman and others who
wished to do away with the present
system to suggest some remedy for
the evils of the optional systen. He
was aware that the Quebec Board of
Trade had made representations to the
Government on the subject, and they
would receive the greatest possible
consideration ; but it was very difficult
to change the system so suddenly. Of
course there must be inconvenienco
when persons neglgently failed to pre-
pay the postage, but there was not
much on the part of business mon, and
the delays at the head office were
trifling.

Mr. CARON said ho thought the
difficulty might be obviated by making
the rule that a person having an in-
suficient or non-stamped letter ad-
dressed to him must pay the proper

postage before he could receive it. Ie-
new the system was a new one, and

that it was only upon its trial, but it
had been tried long enough to have
found to be a very inconvenient one.

Mr. HIUNTINGTON remarked that
this would be imposing a fine on a
person who was not responsible for
the negligenee.

Mr. TUPPER instanced the follow-
ing as a case of hardship: A letter
was addressed to himself, say in Ottawa,
by a person in the city, requiring only
one cent. But before he received the
letter he left the city, and the letter
was sent after him. He could not,
however, get the letter without paying
a fine as well as the additional postage.
This was a matter of some importance
to business men, and he suggested
that the Government should propose a
remedy.

Motion agreed to.
It boing Six o'clock, the Speaker left

the Chair.

After Recess.

WALTER SCOTT DIVORCE BILL.

[BILL No. 84.]

(Mr. McCarthy.)

THIRD READING.

Mr. McCARTHY moved:
" That the House do now resolve itself

into a Comnittee of the Whole en Bill (No.
84) For the relief of Walter Scott."

Motion agreed to, on a Division.
House resolved itself into Committce

of the Whole to consider the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.
Mr. McCARTHY moved the third

reading of the Bill.
Question put, and motion agreed to,

on the follow:ng Division:-

Archibald,
8ertram
Blain
Blake
Borrona

TEAS:

Messieurs
Mackenzie
Macmillan
McCallum
McCarthy
McOraney

Divorce Bill. 10391Walter Scott
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Bowell McGregor
Bowman McQuade
Brouse Metcalfe
Buell Mills
Burk Mitchell
Charlton Moffat
Christie Monteith
Cockburn Norris
Cook Oliver
DeCosmos Paterson
Dymond Plumb
Fleming Robinson
Fraser Ross (East Durham)
'Gibbs (South Ontario) Ross (West Middlesex)
Gillies Ross (Prince Edward)
Greenway Rymal
Hagar Smith (Westmoreland)
Kerr Tiompson (Cariboo)
Kirkpatrick Thompson (Haldimand)
Little Trow
Macdonald (Kingston) Vail
Macdonald (Centre Wood

Toronto) Workman
Macdougall (EastElgin)Young.-58.
McKay (Colchester)

AÂTS:

Mesaienrs
Baby
Béchard
Benoit
Bernier
Bourassa
Bover
Ca7ron
Casgrain
Cauchon
Cheval
Cimon
Colby
Costigan
Currier
Daoust
Donahue
Fiset
Fréchette
Gaudet
Hurteau

Bill read the thiî
on the same Divisi

Jetté
Lajoie
Langevin
Lanthier
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Masson
Montplaisir
Ouimet
Perry
Pinsonneault
Pope (Compton)
Robillard
Robitaille
Rouleau
St. Jean
Taschereau
Wallace (S. Norfolk)
Wright (Pontiac.)-39.

rd tine, and passed

MARY JANE BATES DIVORCE
RILL.-[BILL No. 85.]

(-Mr. Trow.)

THIRD READING.

Mr. TROW moved:
" That the House do now resolve itself

into a Committee of the Whole on Bill (No.
85) For the relief of Mary Jane Bates."

Motion agreed to, on a Division.
flouse resolved itself into a Com-

mittee of the Whole to consider the
said Bill.

(In the Committee.)
Bill ordered to be reported.
fouse resuned.
Bill reported.

Mr. MCCARTHY.

Mr. TROW moved the third reading
of the Bill.

Question put, and motion agreed to,
on the following Division:-

YHAS:

Messieurs

Archibald Macdonald (Kingston)
Bertram Macdonald (Centre
Bain Toronto)
Blake Macdougall (E. Elgin)
Borron McKay (C olchester)
Bowell Mackenzie
Bowman Macmillan
Brouse McCallum
Brown McCarthy
Buell McCraney
Burk McGregor
Burpee (St. John) McNab
Burpee (Sunbury) MeQuade
Charlton Metcalfe
Christie Mills
Cockburn Mitchell
Cook Moffat
Cunningham Monteith
Dymond Norris
Ferris Oliver
Fleming Paterson
Flesher Plumb
Fraser Robinson
Galbraith Ross (East Durham)
Gibbs (South Ontario) Ross (W. Middlesex)
Gibson Ross (Prince Edward)
Gillies Rymal
Gillmor Smith (Westmoreland)
Greenway Thompson (Cariboo)
Guthrie Thompson (Haldimand)
Hagar Trow
Haggart Vail
Kerr Wood
Kirkpatrick Workman
Little Young.-63.

Baby
Barthe
Béchard
Benoit
Bernier
Blanchet
Bourassa
Boyer
Caron
Casgrain
Cauchon
Cheval
Cimon
Colby
Costigan
Coupai
Daoust
Donahue
Fiset
Fréchette
Gandet
Gill
Hurteau

NAYS :

Messieurs

Jetté
Jones (S. Leeds)
Lajoie
Langevin
Lanthier
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
McDonald(Cape Breton)
Masson
Montplaisir
Ouimet
Perry
Pinsonneault
Pope (Compton)
Robillard
Robitaille
Rouleau
St. Jean
Taschereau
Wallace (8. Norfolk)
Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Wright (Pontiac)-t5.

Bill read the third tine and passed on
the same Division.

.Divorce Bill.|~COMMONS.J
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RIVIÈRE DU LOUP ]BRIDGE COIR-
PANY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 44.]

(Mr. Jetté.)

CONSIDERED IN coMMITTEE.

Ilouse resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 44)
To amend the Act to incorporate the
Bridge Company of Rivière du Loup,
in the County of Maskinorgé.

(In the Committee.)
Mr. BLAKE said this Bill appeared

to affect an Act of the Legislature of
Canada and to release the company
from the obligation to keep a draw-
bridge in future.

Mr. JETTE said he understood there
was no opposition to the Bill. The
North Shore Railway Company had
built a bridge six arpents from the
company's bridge, and âthe former
bridge would not be opened; so that
navigation was entirely impossible in
that part of the river. Consequently,
the proprietors asked to be allowed the
same privilege.

Mr. BLAKE: Was the North Shore
Railway Company authorized by this
Parliament to build a permanent
bridge ?

Mr. JETTE: It appears the river
is not navigable at that part.

Mr. BLAKE said if the river was
not navigable, this Parliament had
nothing to do with it. If, however,
it would be navigable but for the arti-
ficial obstruction below, it would be
necessary to see if that was a legal
obstruction placed in the navigation of
the river, or, if not a legal obstruction,
whether, notwithstanding that the river
might be technically navigable, there
was really so little navigation upon it
that the company might be allowed to
create a fixed bridge.

Mr. JETTE said the river was not
navigable during the greater part of
the year. It was only navigable dur-
ing the spring when the water was
very high. It was accordingly felt
that there was no necessity for the ex-
istence of the drawbridge.

Mr. MITCHELL said the question
raised by the Minister of Justice raised

66

this other query-what was a navigable
river ? It was beld by the highest legal
authority in England that a navigable
river was only one which had a tidal
flow. It would be very inconsistent
to apply such a rule to rivers on this
continent, and indeed this was not the
case. He thought, however, that they
should have the opinion of the highest
legal functionary in the House on the
subject.

Mr. DYMOND said the facts laid
before the Committee on Public Bills,
with respect to this Bill, were that
the river was navigable only to and
under this bridge at certain seasons
of the year, and that, when so, only
such small vessels could pass up it as
could go under the bridge if there was
no draw-so that the abolition of the
latter would not impede its navigation.

Mr. BABY said he was glad to see
that the bon. member from North York
had, within a couple of years, changed
his bpinions on this point. He ap-
proved of the Bill.

Mr. BLAKE said the preamble of
the Bill, under the circumstancos,
should have been more explicit. He
was not aware that anything in the
original Act required the drawbridge
to be of a certain height above the
water.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
Section, No. 24, is repealed in this Bill.

Mr. BLAKE said there would seem
to be no objection to the Bill if it was
so worded that the navigation of the
river could not be interfered with.
The stipulation concerning a draw in
the previons Act acknowledged inter-
ference with navigation; and, if Section
24 required the bridge to be of a certain
height, and if this was repealed, this
would remove the guarantee that the
navigability of the river should be
preserved.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALID said
ho agreed that the preamble should
more fully justify the anendment pro-
posed. He thought, that, if the clause
which declared that the arch should
be of a particular height were repealed,
the power of bridging over the por-
tion which wouild have been occupied
by the draw would not be possiessed.
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Mr. BLAKE said it would still be
allowable, he apprehended, to make of
it a fired bridge.

Mr. MASSON said lie was informed
that the river was navigable for two or
three miles above this bridge. He
held in his hand a copy of the Journal
des Trois Rivières, which stated that
this river was navigable for two
leagues above the bridge; that their
means of communication were not so
numerous as tojustify the destruction of
the finest river they had, and that the
passage of this Bill would be detrimen-
tal to the public interests. This was a
very serious question.

Mr. DYMOND said the hon. mem-
ber for Berthier (Mr. Cathbert) and
the hon. gentleman who promoted the
Bill had given the Committee the most
positive assurance to the effect he had
already stated.

Mr. MASSON said it was clear the
river was navigable once, or the draw-
bridge clause would not have been
enacted.

Mr. BOYER said he personally knew
that the river was only navigable for a
very short distance above the bridge.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Hlow
far ?

Mr. BOYER said he supposed for
five or six miles. He was willing to
sanction an amendment to the effect
that the arch should remain above the
highest water mark. The North
Shore Railway was building a bridge
without a draw just above it.

Mr. LAJOIE said he believed that
there was no solid objection to the
passing of the Bill in its present state.

Mr. MASSON said he thought the
hon. member would see the advisa-
bility, under the circumstances placed
before the fouse, of delaying the pas-
sage of the Bill at this time.

Progress ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Progress reported.

VRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills vere severally
considered in Committee of the Whole,
read the third time and passed:-

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

Bill (No. 26) To vest the property
and powers of the Pickering Harbour
and Road Joint Stock Company in
Joseph Harris McClellan.-(Mr. Gibbs,
South Ontario.)

Bill (No. 12) To grant additional
powers to the Springhill and Parrs-
borough Coal and Railway Company
(Limited).--(Mr. Domville.)

Bill (No. 20) To amend the Act to
incorporate the London and Ontario
Investment Company (Limited).--
(Mr. Macdonald, Toronto.)

Bill (No. 29) To amend the Act in-
corporating the British Canadian Loan
and Investment Company (Limited).
-(Mr. Young.)

Bill (No. 48) To grant additional
powers to the Albert Railway Com-
pany.-(Mr. Domville.)

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were severally
read the secor;¢ time:-

Bill (No. 98) To amond the Coteau
and Province Line Railway and Bridge
Act.-(Mr. Currier.)

Bill (No. 99) To amend the Act re-
specting the Canadian . Engino and
Machinery Company.-(Mr. Work-
man.)

Bill (No. 100) To Incorporate the
Canada Traffic Company,-(Mr. Work-
man.)

ELECTORS OF STOUFFVILLE
REPRESENTATION BILL.

[BILL No. 70].

(21fr. Metcalfe).

CONSIDZRED IN COMMITTEE.

Mr. METCALFE moved:
"That the House do now resolve itself

into Committee of the Whole to consider Bill
(No. 70) To preserve to the electors of the
village of Stouffville the continuation of their
representation in Parliament."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
no explanation had been made of this
Bill, and it was desirable the House
should know its object before going
into Committee.

Mr. METCALFE said the village.of
Stouffville was situated partly in the
North and partly in the East Riding of
York, and there was some doubt as to
the right of the electors to vote in

[COMMONS.] Busines.
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cither riding. The object of the Bill
was to decide this pQint.

Mr. BLAKE said the Bill had botter
be allowed to go through Committee.
The only question in his mind was
whether the Bill was necessary. If
legislation was required, however,
there was no doubt that this Bill would
answer the purpose, as it kept the
representation precisely as it was. It
left to the electors the right to vote as
before. He would ask bis hon. friend,
before the third reading, to look at the
-Representation Act, which, he thought,
provided for the case sufficiently, and
,obviated the necessity for any legisla-
tion at all.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not think the Bill was called for
at all. If there was any doubt about
-the rights of the electors, it was a
question whether this Bill would be of
any service.

Mr. DYMOND said this case was
somewhat analagous to that of Rich-
mond Hill, which was incorporated a
short time since, out of the East and
West Ridings of York. The only
difference was, that Richmond Hill
,was assigned to West York, whereas
in this instance the electors were left
in the same position as before incor-
poration,

Mr. MITCHELL said all measures
affecting the representation of the
-country in Parliament ought to come
through the Government. The system
of individual members introducing
ieasures of this kind was entirely
wrong, and was likely to lead to a
great deal of confusion. The Bill
ought not to be allowed to go on unless
it had the entire approval of the lon.
the Minister of Justice.

Mr. TUPPER said the hon. the
Minister of Justice had hardly dis.
charged his duty to the House in
allowing the Bill to be read the second
time. If this Bill were allowed to
become law, it would be an admission
on the part of the House that constitu-
encies might be affected by outside
legislation.

Motion agreed to.
flouse resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole on the said Bill.
66e

(In the Committee.)

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.

PERMANENT BUILDING SOCIE,
TIES (ONTARIO) BILL.

[BILL No. 21.]

(Mr. Hall.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 21)
to amend the Act 37 Victoria, Chapter
7, respecting Permanent Building
Societies in Ontario.

(In the Committee.)

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.

CONSTRUCTION OF WATER-
WORKS BY JOINT STOCK COM-

PANIES BILL.-[BILL No. 54.]

(Mfr. Geofrion.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.

FOREIGN CORPORATIONS
LOANS ACT REPEAL BILL.

[BILL No. 4.]

(Mr. Blain.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. BLAIN said this Bill involved
an important principle, and it might
be desirable that he should make a few
remarks in regard to it. The Act
which he sought to repeal was Chap.
49 of the Statutes of 1874, and the
powers he complained of were con-
tained in the first section, which
authorized egmpanies incorporated
under any Act -of Parliament in Great
Britain and Ireland to come into
Canada, merely upon the receipt of a
certificate to the Finance Minister, to
invest money. At first sight, the Bill
might seem to be rather innocent in
its terms, but, when they came to look
into the matter, it would be found
that it placed our companies at a very
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decided disadvantage. The law in refer-
ence to the subject was very confused.
He understooI the hon. the Finance
Minister intended to introduce a Bill
to harmonise the various powers pos.
sessed by those companies organized in
this country, but it would not deal
with thoso companies that came under
chapter 49 of the Statutes of 1874.
He desired, while asking the Bouse to
agree with him in removing that Act
from the Statute-book, to point out the
difference that would exist between a
company organized under the English
Joint Stock Companies Act and one
organized in this country. Parliament
had settled the principle that a company
which was empowered to take deposits
could only borrow to the extent of its
paid-up capital If a company bor-
rowed on deposits and issued deben-
tures, then it could borrow only to the
extent of the paid-up capital and one-
third in excess; and, if a company bor-
row withouttakingdeposits,it could bor-
row to the extent of the nohinal capi-
tal. A company organized in England
under the Joint Stock Companies Act
was not thus limited and restricted.
Canadian companies were placed by
legislation at such a disadvantage con-
pared with companies organized in Eng-
iand that theywere unable to withstand
the competition, and some companies
established under the English Joint
Stock Act had corne over and pur-
chased the entire assets of some Cana-
dian companies. The Toronto Build-
ing Society, with funds under its
control to the ainount of $100,000, had
sold out its entire affairs to a British
company; and he believed negotiations
were in progress by British companies
to purchase some other Canadian corn-
panies. While our own companies
were borrowing money in England at
five per cent. on debentures, the Cana-
dian people were paying to holders of
stock in the joint stock companies of
Great Britain dividends at.the rate of 10
per cent. The present lawdiscriminated
against Canadian companies. So far as
related to English companies at pre-
sent doing business here, there was a
provision in the Bill that they should
not be disturbed; but probably, when
the Bill, was sent to the Committee on
B king and Commerce, it might be
d -irable to insert a clause to enable

Mr. BLAIN.

those companies now doing business,
and which came within the Bill, to
continue in existence under some other
arrangement which would give the
people of this country control over
them and not leave them entirely in
the hands of foreign shareholders.
Another objection to those British
companies carrying on business here
was their unlimited powers to receive
deposits, and, moreover, they paid no
taxes.

Mr. PLUMB said he was much sur-
prised to hear the arguments addressed
to the House by the hon. member who
had introduced his extraordinary Bill.
He had recited how several large
companies in England and else-
where were doing business here
and lending money in a manner
ner to compete with Cariadian money,
lending cornpanies. He (Mr. Plumb)
had supposed that certainly free trade
in noney was a principle upon which
all hon. members could agree, and that
it was not necessary to introduce the
principle of protection in that direction.
The hon. member badl pointed out that
the English companies which he pro-
posed to legisiate against, and drive out
of the country if possible, possessed
facilities for borrowing money superior
to the facilities enjoyed by the
Canadian companies, which were
limited to a certain ratio on which
to issue debentures on their capital,
while the English companies had
power to issue larger sums. As they
were not borrowing money in the
Dominion, we had nothing to do with
that. The power of Great Britain with
respect to those companies was a mat-
ter they did not question, as the com-
panies did not corne to Canada to bor-
row money, when the rate of bank
interest in England at some periods
was only 1 to 2. per cent. The House
should not be calied upon to adopt any
measures adverse to foreign companies
who brought capital to the Dominion
and commenced to do business in a
lecgitimate way. Those foreign com-
panies could not be taken under con-
trol or taxed in this country, and,
indeed, every possible facility should be
afforded them.

Mr. YOUNG said the hon. member
for West York (Mr. Blain) had given
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great consideration toquestions of that
nature; at the same time, his Bill was
of a very doubtful character. He did
not see any reason why, if foreign
monetary companies saw fit to
come here and lend their noney,
we should bave any particular
objection to their doing so. It
appeared, on the contrary, that we
should afford them every facility, and
he would like to see their numbervery
largely increaçsed, and an increased
amount of money brought into the
country for investment. The more
money that was invested in the Do-
minion, the botter was it for the people
at large. The arguments advanced in
support of the Bill were not sufficient
to warrant its adoption by the House.
In regard to the facilities possessed by
British companies for borrowing money,
if companies chartered in England bor-
rowed money in Canada, the objection
might apply, but as they borrowed
money in the mother country, it would
be a matter for the British people to
look after, not the people of Canada.
With regard to the advantage alleged
to be possessed by British companies
with respect to their not being limited
as to the rate of interest, the best way
with respect to that was not to fix th~e
rate of interest, but to allow the rate to
be determined by the law of supply and
demand. He should regret if any diffi-
culty were thrown in the way of any
foreign corporation coming bore to in-
vest money, for, if more capital were
brought into the country, the rate of
interest would be reduced and the in-
terests of the country promoted.

Mr. BLAIN said he must express
surprise at the views expressed by hon.
gentlemen who had addressed the
House, and ho thought, if a little more
attention had been devoted to the sub-
ject, they would have presented the
question in a different aspect. Foreign
companies bad really no existence in
this country. A corporation was a
mere croature of law, and, when a cor-
poration was incorporated abroad, it
had no existence whateve- in this
country, under our laws. Those
companies were inco rporated under
an Imperial Act, and they came
to this country; we knew nothing
about their constitution, even about
the Charters under which they

carried on business. Those companies
borrowed monoy in England ut
5 per cent., or even less, and brought it
to Canada and invested it at 10 per
cent. These companies were coming
into this country; alroady three were
here with seven milliona invested, and
more were making application. He
contended that every company that
did business in this country shouild be,
to some extent, under the Canadian
laws. The Act limited the invéstment
companies to those that had been in-
corporated under the laws of the Par-
liament of Great Britain and Ireland.
If the principle were a sound principle,
they should allow foroign corporations
to come in and invest money here.
Why should they not allow French and
American companies to do so ? The
Act was indefensible as it stood. Foreign
companies, no matter where incor-
porated, should be allowed to invest
money in this country He contended
that we had companies which were
capable of doing our business, which
should not be left in the hands of
foreign companies. If foreign companies
got into trouble, the whole odium was
thrown on the Canadian people, who, it
would be said, had got the money and
would not puy interest for it; and yet
they had no control over these com-
panies at all. The present principle
was entirely wrong. Under all the
circumstances there could be no serions
objection to the Bill, and, as they pro-
posed to modify its terms in Commit-
tee, ho asked the House to consent to
the second reading.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD agreed
with his bon. friend Jhat, if the Bill
wished to repeal a principle, the same
principle should be extendel to all
foreign countries including France and
the United States. The hon. gentleman
who drew the Bill should introduce
another extending such liberty to all
the world. He thought such a Bill
would be more acceptable to the House
than this one. The matter should
receive consideration.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he under-
stood that it was informally agreed a
fortnight ago that his hon. friend
would be allowed to take the Bill be-
fore the Committee on Banking and
Commerce. One point, however, de-
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served consideration.Chap. 40 of37Vic.,
if he rightly understood it, permitted
in practice any agents of Canadian
companies or shareholder to incorpo-
rate themselves in Great Britain and
utterly disregard the law they had
just been passing. The Committee on
Banking and Commerce had first passed
an Act to regulate the incorporation
of Canadian companies intended to go
into the business of making loans and
borrowing money. He was rather in-
clined to think it quite possible for
parties here to be incorporated in Eng-
land under the English law, which was
very wide and easy, and in that way the
action of our own people would be
completely defeated. The right to
interfere with companies who had
come into the country under the exist-
ing law would hardly be granted.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was ex-
ceedingly delighted to find that,
although the hon. member for Kings-
ton had gone back on the true principles
of commercial legislation, still he was
really willing that there should be
free-trade in money in this country.
The hon. gentleman did not even wait
to consider whether this should be
reciprocal or not.

Bill read the second time.

CANAL IMPROVEMENTS.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming adjourned debate
on Mr. Blain's motion for returns
showing the increased quantities, bet-
ween 12 and 14 feet depth of water in
the Welland Canal, and also the St.
Lawrence Canals and River, in the
following materials, namely:

Masonry,
Dredging,
Earth Excavations,
Rock Cuttings {1 above water,2 below water,
Timber,
Plank;

Also the prices upon which the caleulations
in the engineer's reports are based;

Aiso the soundings of the river and lakes
which have been made for the purpose of
obtaining 14 feet of water,
-read.

Mr. BLAIN said the motion was
made in the absence of the leader of
the Government, and consequently the*

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

debate had been adjourned. He thought
the enforcement of the rule, under the
circumstances, was extremely incon-
venient; if that course had not been
taken, the motion would have remained
on the notice paper instead of appear-
ing under the heading ofPublicBills and
Orders. le had taken very considerable
interest in these canals. Ie looked
upon their improvement as being the
chief means of enabling this country to
settle the North-West. In 1870, the
late Government appointed a Commis-
sion to enquire into the whole subject.
It reported in February, 1871, and re-
commenced the deepening of the canals
to 12 feet. Instructions were then
given to the Chief Engineer to prepare
a report on that basis, and this was
done in 1875. In 1875, he drew the
attention of the Flouse to the subject.
According to the report, it seemed
impossible for them, with any sort of
moderate expenditure, to deepen the
canals beyond 12 feet. After having
perused this report carefully, ho had
come to the conclusion that, in not
more than three or four places on the
entire St. Lawrence, would they require
to deepen to 14 feet, canals which were
to be deepened to 12 feet. 11e addressed
the Flouse on the subject, and, as it
involved the expenditure of money, ho
drew up a requisition to the Govern-
ment, signed by 147 members, request-
ing the surveys to be continued, and
the estimates given of the probable
expenditure deepening to 14 feet would
require. In 1876, he again drew atten-
tion to the matter, and the Minister of
Public Works stated that, under the
circumstances, he had adopted the
principle of 14 foet. The Engineer
reported this year, giving the proba-
ble estimates as follows :-Cost of
deepening the Welland Canal to
12 feet, $9,240,000, and increase for the
other two feet, $3,000,000; cost of
deepening the St. Lawrence canals to
twelve feet, $12,460,000, and increase
for the other two feet, $5,500,000,
making in all $30,200,000. The items
$5,500,000, and $3,000,000 seemed to
be so large that ho had moved on this
occasion for the quantities and prices
on which the estimates had been bas'd.
If he found, on examination, that the
increase amounted to so large a sum
he would be somewhat surprised. The
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ârst report they had received in this
relation warranted him in criticising
it very closely, and ho would be some-
what mistaken if he did not find, on a
careful examination of the estimates,
that the figures $5,500,000 and
$3,000,000 could be made something
less.

Mr. BIROUSE said the navigation of
the Galo pRapids,some seven miles from
Prescott, was probably more important
than that of any other point on the
River St. Lawrence; and here there
was an obstruction. Vessels passing
down at low water were unable to
cross the bars, which were seven feet
under water ; and it was impossible for
vessels fully laden, even in the spring
and especially in the fall, to descend
the river, drawing more than seven or
eight feet of water. They frequently
struck even at that draft. lIe found no
amount in the Estimates for the re-
moval of this obstruction, although the
Chief Engineer stated in his return
that it could be removed. The
Galop ]Rapids were the sill of the
River St. Lawrence. It was cer-
tainly necessary to remove this
obstruction for the encouragement of
commerce, and to enable vessels to
go as cheaply as possible to tidal water.
There was another obstruction in this
part of the St. Lawrence with regard
to the canals. The water at present
in the canai was so low that the
machinery run by it was not able to be
worked. Ie trusted that the Govern-
ment would put in the Supplementary
Estimates a sufficient sum to ensure
the removal of this obstacle. There
were many reasons why this should be
done during the present year. The
Chief Engineer stated that it would
take a long time to remove these three
different bars, which were smooth, and
which extended across the river from
north to south. One was some 200
feet in width, and the water ran at the
rate of about eleven miles an hour at
this point. Several years would be re-
quired to secure their removal. The
Government had, last year, built a
vessel for this purpose, costing about
$60,000, and it was certainly extra-
ordinary that this vessel should be
allowed to romain idle, moored at
Prescott. He really trusted that the
IBoard of Works would see that the

request of the Chief Engineer woull
be carried ont, and the work pushed
forward to completion. Moreover,
owing to the swiftness of the water, no.
vessel could enter the mouth of the
canal at this point, to descend it. On
a future occasion it would be also
necessary to enlarge the canal; but
the first real object to be attained was
the removal of the obstacle he had
mentioned. This work bore a national
character.

Mr. NORRIS said there was consider-
able uneasiness on the part of those
engaged in the trade at the position
in which the Welland Canal works
were. le did not himself find fault
with the delay, because he believed it
was necessary, in order to Irocure the
best route and to make the necessary
changes. It was better that a longer
time should be taken if, thereby, a more
advantageous route could be secured.
Hle believed the work was being pushed
forward with all possible speed. lie
desired to impress upon the Govern-
ment the necessity of increasing the
depth to 14 feet, if it was possible, as
lie believed a good deal of the work had
been performed with this view. It
was well known to the Government,
and it appeared by report of the Chief
Engineer that it was necessary, that
vessels should be of the largest
capacity possible to compete in the
carrying trade. If the canal was only
made ut a depth of 12 feet at first,
vessels would be constructed to suit it,
and then they would not suit when it
was made 14 feet deep. It we were to
get the great trade of the west, and he
presumed that was what we aimed at,
we would have to carry at a cheaper
rate to Montreal than was being done
through New York or anywhere else.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK called atten-
tion to the petitions which had been
presented from people in Ontario,
urging that the portions of the Welland
Canal which had not been placed
under contract should be commenced
at once. The country would not find
any benefit from the money expended
until those portions, in which were the
most serious difficulties of the whole
route, were finished. Already, he had
seen it stated that one firm, which had
a number of large vessels in view of the
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early completion of the canal, had
failed in consequence of the delay. It
was desirable, in the interest of ship-
owners and the country generally, that
the work should be completed at the
earliest possible moment. He would
remark that the Government's own
friends in the immediate neighbour-
hood of the canal had called attention
to the fact.

Mr. MACKENZIE: To what fact?
Mr. KIRKPATIRICK: To the fact

that several sections in the most diffi-
cult part of the construction had not
been touched, and the contracts for
which had not been let, and that while
certain delays might have been unavoid-
able, there were others which were con-
trary to the popular expectation, and
that a little restlessness under the cir-
cumstances was inexcusable. He would
ask the hon. the Premier to give his seri-
ous attention to placing the remaining
works under contract at once. Some
portions could remain until a more
favourable period for their completion.
But there was one part, the Galop
Rapids, which would not require a large
expenditure in order to enable the
chain tug to be used.

Mr. PLUMB said his constituents
were mnch interested in the work, and
they much desired that the canal works
should be constructed as quickly as pos-
sible, and with locks sufficient to carry
vessels of fourteen feet. It would be
undesirable to hurry the opening if
longer time was required to make it to
this depth. The competition on the
Welland Canal would be very severe,
and the profits on the carrying trade
much less than in former years. Com-
mercial men had therefore to use close
application and economy, and, unless
the depth of water in the canal was
made fourteen feetthey would be placed
at a serious disadvantage, as vossels
of an enormous draft wore being used,
these not requiring more running
expenses to manage than smaller
vessels. It was to be regretted that
some of the most important parts of
the canal were not under contract, as
ho observed by the report. He must
admit that certain sections had been
pushed forward rapidly, but they would
be of no use unless those referred to
were also flnished. He trusted the

Mr. KIRKPATRICK.

Government would see, from the com-
plaints and remonstrances from quar-
ters where they generally did not get
unfriendly criticisms, the necessity of
pushing forward the work as rapidly
as possible, and bring into effect the
great system of canals which would
enable us to secure the trade from the
West, through the St. Lawrence down
to the seaboard.

Mr. SCHULTZ said the remarks of
the hon. member for West York (Mr.
Blain) bad shown that ho devoted con-
siderable attention to the subject of
the exportation of grain from the
North-West, and ho had done wisely
in bringing forward the subject. There
were two facts in connection with the
grain trade of the North-West, which
had an important bearing upon the
question of the deepening or otherwise
of this canal system. In the first place,
it had been demonstrated, he thought.
to a certainty, that we had in the
North-West the best whoat-growing
country on the continent. It had been
shown that the yield of the cereals was
greater in the Province of Manitoba,
and presumably so in most of the
North-West Territory-that was, of
course, in the Winnipeg basin, to the
west,-than in the best of the prairie
States. And, in connection with this
fact, when it was taken into considera-
tion that this large wheat-growing area
did not lie farther from the waters of
Lake Superior than the wheat-lands
of Iowa, Minnesota, Michigan anci
Illinois from the head of Lake
Michigan, it would be seon that the
interests of the North-West and the
construction of the canal were inti-
mately related to each other. He did not
see why we should go to this enormous
expense merely for the purpose of
facilitating the exportation of grain
from the Western States, and certainly
we should not make a special effort
with this view in the present de-
pressed times. But we should construct
the canals with the object of benefitting
our own territories. He strongly ap-
proved of the Welland Canal being
made 14 feet deep.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this was not
a matter of friendly or unfriendly -cri-
ticism, so far as political supporters
were concerned; it was a matter of
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:stern business. He was quite surprised
to hear any complaint made as to pro-
gress of works on the Welland Canal.
He did not think in any other country
in the world so much work had been
donc in such a short time as had been
donc there. Combined with the La-
chine Canal, all of which was under
contract, the officers of the Depart-
ment had been pushed to the utmost
extent in attending to canal work. It
was not truc that the most important
portions ofthe Welland Canal were still
to be tendered for. There were a few
small sections, but nothing serious to be
put under contract, and they would be
let in a few weeks, as soon as Mr. Page
could ovortake the work connected
with thom. As was intiTnated in the
ýSpeoech fonm the Throne, it was an im-
portant inatter of consideration how
far certain of the other works should
be prosecuted with the saine hurry, as
ho might almost say, as had been
shown in connection with the Welland
and Lachine Canals. Indeed the La-
chine Canal was hurried in consequence
of the desire to have the works pro-
ceeded with while so many mou were
idle, a year and a half ago. The Wel-
land Canal when finished would be a
complete work, of a depth of 12 feet of
water, with the necessary works for
making it 14 feet when necessary with-
out disturbing navigation. The ques-
tion was whether it was desirable at
the present to spend $3,000,000 more
for the purpose of obtaining two addi-
tional fot, and this should not be ser-
iously entered into merely for the pur-
pose of gratifying the desire, a very
laudable one, of a considerable number
of people having an interest in seeing
the work carried out. The work had
already been enormously expensive,
and had added considerably to our
National Debt within the last few years.
The Government could not put the
whole money into these works now.
It would not be considered necessary to
do so for nany years, at least to Kings-
ston, because large vessels going to the
Upper Lakes would undoubtedly unload
't Kingston without seriously increas-
ing the cost of transport to tidal waters.
At all events, the increase in eost would
be trivial compared with the enormous
advantage to the country in the in-crease of works necessary to carry

vessels 260 foet long down te Montreal.
While there was no more zealous or
anxious advocate for a complote systom
of navigation for vessels of that class
to the ocean than himself, still ordinary
prudence required them to consider how
far the prosecution of the scheme might
lead to serious difficulties in the mean-
time, and not to push too fast works
which possibly could be done without
for a time by certain improvements in
the navigation which might obviate
the construction of locks and canals at
certain points on the river. Some hon.
gentlemen had referred to the " easy
task" of bringing down estimates.
The hon. member for West York was
mistaken if he thought it was a more
matter of putting down so many figures
for the Engineer to estimate the cost of
excavating under water from a little
below Prescott to Montreal. It would be
observed from returns of the Engineer
that it would cost $1,500,000 to obtain
a depth of 12 foet apart from the locks
altogether; but in order to obtain 14
feet the cost would be incroased to
65,000,000. The reason for this was
tolerably obvious. If the profile of the
bottom of the lakes-St. Louis, for
instance-was consulted, it would be
observed that the land under the water
was a series of waves and the excavating
would be simply cutting through a
series of ridges. If, however, they
cut down to 14 feet, a large proportion
of the lake had to be excavated, making
in faot a canal within the lake. Besides
they did not exactly know at what
particular point the lock would be
constructed. In some parts, the soil to
be excavated was extremely hard, and
in other places rock appeared ; and
immediately above the Galop ]Rapids
there, was a serious ridge of rock. They
had procured a chain-tug bore, not
merely for the purpose of taking out
shale and removing boulders and other
impediments, but also as an experiment
te ascertain what would be the cost
and what would be expedient. If large
vessels could be towed up past the
serious part of the rapids, it would
enable them perhaps to obviate the
making of the canal altogether. The
works on the Welland Canal would
be prosecuted to obtain a depth of 12
feet with all the expedition they could
use. As he stated a moment ago, the
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new aqueduct was the most serious part
of the works yet to be commenced.
It was possible to get a vessel over
the Welland Canal by the old aqueduct,
but the area was too limited to take a
very large vessel over without serious
inconvenience, because a vessel filling
the entire area of the aqueduct would
operate as a dam. Although they
would be able to get the depth by cut-
ting down the crown of the arches,
And probably would have to do that, it
became evident last autumn that the
most expeditious method to secure nav-
igation across the Welland was to
build a new aqueduct. The proposai
of the Engineer was, in the first place
to make a water way which, by taking
a circle round the old aqueduct, would
convey the water past from the lake
level to the east side, and thus keep up
the supply while the vessel was oper-
ating as a dam. It had been determined
however, to build a new aqueduct
with a depth of fourteen feet and a
larger sectional area, so that when the
work was completed it would be able
for all time to come to take the largest
vessels navigating the lakes. They
would be obliged to excavate to a depth
of sixteen feet at Port Colborne and
Galop in order to secure navigation for
vessels of fourteen feet draught, as
allowance had to be made for low water
and the operation of high winds blow-
ing in a contrary direction to the canal,
which would sometimes reduce the
height of water two feet. It was
necessary that the approaches should
be made deeper. The entrance of the
lock at Port Colborne, where the bot-
tom was composed of hard rock, would
be dangerous were this not done, as it
would be almost fatal for a vessel
attempting to pass throuvh in low
water. The works were of so vast a
character that those who had not visited
them could scarcely comprehend the
magnitude of the difficulties to be sur-
mounted, and he was surprised that
anyone, should imagine that the engin-
eering department had not prosecuted
them with as much speed as was
practical or possible. It would have
been possible probably to have donc a
little more, but certainly not in a pro-
fitable manner. The contractors had
barelytime to carry out their contracts,
and, although many of them had been

Mr. MAcKENZiE.

tolerably successful in adhering to the
time, it was scarcely possible for most
of them to finish the works in the time
originally set by the Government.
Everything possible was being done
toward the construction of the Lachine
and theWelland Canals, although there
was no particular hurry for the latter.
The works on it were placed under
contract rather in a hurry with a view
to utilising the cheap labour to be ob.
tained at the time and to afford employ-
ment to a large number of labourers in
a time of depression. Ie hoped that
hon. members would take a reasonable
view of these matters. While they
did not object to, but rather invited
a free expression of opinion on the
subject, he thought the course of the
Government in regard to those works
would be ultimately approved by the-
community generally.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said the hon.the
First Minister had misunderstood him
if he thought he desired to view this
matter in any other but a business
light. He merely desired to call the
attention of the House to the fact that
petitions had been presented to the
effect that the works were not pro-
gressing as fast as was to be wished ;
and, in order to show that that opinion
was not confined to the political
opponents of the hon. gentleman, ho
quoted from the St. Catharines News,
a paper which warmly supported the
Government. He did not complain of
the works under contract, but what he
desired to explain to the House was
that it had been said, and ho believed
the hon. the First Minister admitted it,
that some of the most important works
in connection with the whole system
of canal improvement had not been
put under contract. He was glad one
announcement had been made, that the
remaining works were soon to be put
under contract.

Mr. BLAIN said, in justification of
the position the hon. the Premier had
taken in reference to this matter, he
might state that when the deputation
waited upon that hon. gentleman it
was distinctly understood that if the
depth was increased to 14 feet the
canals could not be completed as early
as if 12 feet was adhered to. le be-
lieved that it would be much more in
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the interests of the eouutry to wait for
14 feet than to get the 12 feet
now. Bis object in moving for the
return was in order to check the report
and not with a view of finding fant

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was utterly
impossible for a return to be made to
enable anyone to check the Engineer's
estimate. This was an approximate
estimate; they could not get the quan-
tities without minute instrumental
surveys and borings in all those places.
They had always found Mr. Page's
estimates exceedingly accurate and
close, as a rule. There was no question
about the estimate for the Welland
Canal, as that was almost exact.

Mr. BLAIN said, if the Government
had not the data on which to make
the returns, he did not desire to put
the country to additional expense. If
the hon. gentleman wished, he would
withdraw the motion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he did not
ask the hon. gentleman to withdraw
the motion. They might be able to
bring down some interesting state-
ments; at any rate, he would do the
best he could.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it was always objectionable for a Gov-
ernment to promise a return which
it could not make. Although there
might be an understanding that certain
information could not b furnished, yet
that was forgotten afterwards, and the
Government was held responsible for
what they did bring down.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment had always endeavoured studi-
ously to avoid publishing engineer's
estimates, as they were confidential
documents. .Although, in this instance,
they inight bo reasonably accurate, as
far as the surveys enabled them to
ascertain, yet they were still approxi-
mate, and not for the guidance of any
contractor tendering for the work.

Motion agreed to.

House adjourned at
Ten minutes after

Eleven o'clock.

HLOUSE OF C OMIMONS.

Thursday, 29th Marck, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three.
o'cloek.

EASTER ADJOURNMENT.
Reaolved, That, when the House adjourns

at its present sitting, it shall stand adjourned
until Monday, April 2nd, at 3 o'clock, p.m.

RECEPTION OF REPORTS.

TIME EXTENDED.

Resolred, That the time for the Reception,
of Reporta of any Standing or Select Cow-
mittees upon Private Biils, be further extend-
ed for one week.

TRURO AND PICTOU BRANCH
RAILWAY TRANSFER

BILL.-[BILL No. 82.]

(2fr. Mackenzie.)

TIHIRD READING.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved the third
reading of the Bill.

Mr. MITCHELL said that, when this
Bill was in Committee, he stated the
objections he had to its passage
as it now stood. If he thought he
could attain any success he would have
moved to throw the measure out, but,
as he felt the Government had resolved
to carry the Bill, he would not take up
the time of the House by a motion of
that character. He did not propose
that this property should pass ont of
our hands with the knowledge that ero
long we would have to pay a large sum
of money annually for its use. He
moved in amendment:

" That the Bill be not now read the third
time, but that it be referred back to a Com-
mittee of the Whole, with instructions that
they have power to add to Clause 1, the fol-
lowing proviso:-

"Provided always that there is hereby
reserved to the Government of Canada, free
of cost, the absolute right and free use of the
said railway for the purpose of transporting
coal or other supplies and materials, req uired
for the maintenance and workingof the Inter-
colonial and other Government Railways."

The reasons which influenced him,
to bring this before the House were as
follows:-This branch was one of the
most important feeders of the Inter-
colonial Railway that we had. There
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was no lino of railway in the Dominion,
outside of the Grand Trunk, which
would give so much traffic or profit to
the Intrcolonial as the Truro and Pic-
tou Branch. It connected the town of
Truro with the Intercolonial, and there
were immense coal fields in the neigh-
bourhood through which it passed.
From this coal field, the Intercolonial
Railway obtained cheap supplies of
fuel. They all know that the great
lines of railway, east of Kingston
at all events, and even he might say
east and west of Toronto, were gradu-
ally departing from the consumption of
'wood, as not only more expensive but
also far more dangerous and trouble.
some, owing to the sparks it gave off,
than coal, which was moreover cheaper.
And one would naturally suppose
that the Governnent would desire
to keep under its control the means of
supplying that without which a railway
-could scarcely be run. In the eastern
part of the Dominion thero were but
three great coal deposits; in the county
,of Cumberland, through which the
Intercolonial passed; in the county of
Pictou, with which the railway in
question connected the Intercolonial;
-and in the Island of Cape Bre-
ton, which would be impossi-
Ile now to utilize for the use
of Goveinment railroads. The
first-named was of comparatively
limited extent, at all events as far as
yet developed, compared with the
Picton field. One would have imagined
that the Governmont would have been
naturally inclined to reserve within
its own control the power of holding
this line of railway, and to avoid a
monopoly falling into the hands of the
Springhill Mining Company, or other
such companies in that district. The
effect ofthe transfer would, practically,
-be to place the Government at the
mercy of the road. He might be told
that the Government reserved running
powers over the lino, but he did not
-think that the section in question was
as comprehensive as it ought to bo.
The necessary power might be
possessed under the General Railway
Act, but, whether this was the case or
not, he contended that, as the country
must depend on the Pictou region for
supplies of fuel for the Government
railways, it was not desirable that the

Mr. MITCRELL.

only railway of 60 odd miles in length,
which connected the Intercolonial
Railway with this eoal field, should
pass ont of its hands. It should be
retained for the benefit of the greater
lino, connecting the Atlantio sea-board
with the interior. Even assuming that
the Government possessed the powers
nec'essary to run cars over the road, he
hold, in the second place, that it was
unwise for them to place themselves
in the position of having to pay any
company for the use of a road
which they gave away. He looked
upon it as a suicidal policy on
the part of the Government to
give up a lino which had cost the
country one or two million dollars, as
an additional compensation to Nova
Scotia, without any consideration what -
ever. What would be the next stop ?
Doubtless his hon. friend from West-
moreland would ask that the line from
Fredericton to Grand Lac should be
subsidized by the grant of the road
from Shediac to St. John, or the hon.
member from Queen's, N.B., might
make a similar proposal, and why
should not the one be done as well as
the other ? He would not be at all
surprised to find his hon. friends from
Queen's, Sunbury or Kent asking that
the road from Shediac to St. John be
given to aid in building the several
lines projected for their own counties.
and was the House prepared to extend
the same liberality in their regard?
With what kind of justice could the
House or Government refuse such a
request ? He thought that such a
course would encounter serious objec-
tion on the part of the people of New
Brunswick. True it was that the
management of the Intercolonial Rail-
way was satisfactory. The large
majority believed that the lino was
administered with very great cost and
not in the interests of the country;
but, bad as was this state of things, ho
considered that it was preferable to
seeing the road pass into the hands of
a private company, and the whole
business of the chief commercial centre
controlled by private persons, who
were not amenable to publie opition
and not controlled by Parliament.
When he saw how the large majority
of members sustained the Administra-
tion, he had very little hope of his

Railway Transfer Bill.



Truro and Pictou Branch [MÂaca 29, 1877.] 1Railway Transfer BUll. 1053.

resolution being carried, no matter
how much justice and sound reason it
comprised, or how much the interests
of the country migLht be affected by its
defeat. If he stood alone, however, he
was bound to divide the House on the
question. The company, moreover,
could scarcely object to the propriety
of the rider he proposed. It might be
very convenient for Sir Hugh Allan,
who controlled one whole coal mine
and part of another, and for other capi-
talists interested in coal mines, to get
hold of the best railway proporty which
the country possessed. No other road
in the future, if in the present,
would give so good a return for the
outlay; and yet it was to be given
away without adequate consideration,
and a large sun would have to be paid
annually to convey coal over this line
for the Intercolonial Railway. He
considered it his duty to present his
views to the House, and to leave the
responsibility of sanctioning the trans-
fer to the Chamber. If his motion
were carried, it would not defeat the
object in view, and there would bo no
breach of faith, as the bargain made
was subject to the approval of Parlia-
ment.

Mr. MACDONNELL said the
bon. member for Northumberland
(Mr. Mitchell) lad the other evening
attacked the whole Bill, but, having
been informed by one of the members
of the late Government that he had
been a party to a similar resolution, he
(Mr. Mitchell) shifted his ground and
attacked the resolution in flank. The
amendment proposed had, however,
only one purpose, and this was the
defeat of the Bill. He would refer to
one or two points to shew how con-
tumacious and groundless were the
arguments of the hon. gentleman.
The hon. member said that this
line was a feeder to the Inter-
colonial Railway, but was not
the hon. gentleman aware that the ex-
tension of the road eight miles farther
would tap the Island of Cape Breton,
which had nearly one-third of the pop-
ulation of Nova Scotia, and also the
Strait of Canso with its great shipping
and trade. This would tend to add to,rather than diminish, the traffic of the
Intercolonial Railway. The distance
from the mines to Truro was about

forty, not sixty miles; and the lin*
would only be used on very rare occa-
sions to carry coal from Pictou to the
Intercolonial, owing to the existence of
coal at Springhill. But, if it were-
otherwise, would this be a sufficient ar-
gument to justify the House in reject-
ing the Bill, and preventing the Go-
vernment from adopting a measure.
which had for its object the fbstering-
of the prosperity of the whole Province
of Nova Scotia, and particularly of the
great portion of it lying east of this
road. It would, besides, cost the Go-
vernment but a very small sum indeed
to convey coal over this road for the
Intercolonial. The hon. gentleman said
that the people of New Brunswick
would oppose any similar transfer, but
they were in this respect very different
from the people of Nova Scotia, who
were a unit in favor of this transfer.
He believed every member from Nova
Scotia also favoured it, and conse-
quently the hon. gentleman's argument
in this respect did not hold good. He
hoped that the House would oppose
and reject the amendment.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said he was
astonished at the moderation of the-
amendment. The question was one of
very great importance to this Dominion.
In every Province, he thought, it had
been decided that provincial railways
should bu built by the Provinces
themselves. If the road was of the
importance stated, the Province would
build it. If the provincial bonus of
$8,000 a mile, besides a large land
grant, was not sufficient, it ought not
to be built. But now it was proposed
to give the Truro and Pictou Branch
of the Intercolonial Railway as a
Dominion subsidy, in addition. The
Province of Quebec had to build its
own railways, and he saw no reason
why the Province of Nova Scotia
should receive the equivalent of'
millions to holp it to build a road.
lIe was quite aware that there was
not a Province in the Dominion whicb.
was so favoured as the Province of'
Nova Scotia. He had to confess that
the matter looked very curious, and
there must be a large influence brought
to bear against the Government to
induce them to depart from their policy.
He protested against the action of the
Government. He would vote for the,
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,amendment, though he did not think
it strong enough.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Mitchell) negatived, on the following
Division:-

YEAS :

Messieurs
Benoit Lanthier
Bernier Little
Blanchet Macdonald (Kingston)
Bowell McDougall (Three Riv.)
Caron McKay (Colchester)
Cimon Macmillan
Colby McCallum
Costigan McCarthy
Cuthbert McQuade
Daoust Mitchell
Dewdney Moffat
Farrow Monteith
Ferguson fontplaisir
Flesher Palmer
Fraser Plumb
Gaudet Pope (Compton)
Gibbs (North Outario) Roy
Gibbs (South Ontario) Stephenson
Haggart Thompson (Cariboo)
Jones (South Leeds) White (East Hastings)
Kirkpatrick White (North Renfrew)
Langevin Wright (Pontiac).-44.

Messieurs
Appleby
Archibald
Béchard
Bertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Bain
Blake
Borden
Borron
Bourassa
Bowman
Brouse
Brown
Bunster
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpes (8unbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Charlton
Church
Cockburn
Coupal
Cunningham
Davies
Dawson
DeCosmos
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Flynn
Galbraith
Gillies
Goudge
Greenway
Guthrie
Hagar

Mr. PoPE.

Huntington
Kerr
Killam
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
Laurier
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
McDonald(Cape Breton)
MacDonnell
Macdougall(EastElgin)
McDougall (S. Renfrew)
Mackenzie
McCraney
McGregor
MeIntyre
Mclsaac
McLeod
McNab
Metcalfe
Mills
Norris
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pouliot
Power
Ray
Richard
Rosa (West Middlesex)
Ryan
Scatcherd
Short
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Thompson(Haldimand)
Trow
Tupper
Vail

Hall
Higinbothamn
Holton
Horton

Bill read the
a Division.

Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Young.-88.

third time, and passed, on

BREACHES OF CONTRACTS BILL.

[BILL No. 66.]

(Mr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

Amendments made in Committee of
the Whole to Bill, read the first and
second times and agreed to.

Mr. BLAKE moved the third read-
ing of the Bill.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) moved
in amendment:
" That the Bill be not now read the third

time, but be referred back to the Comniittee
of the Whole House to anend by striking out
of the first section the following :-All those
parts of sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and Il of
the Act of 1875, Consolidated Statutes of
Upper Canada, entitled an Act respecting
the Masters and Servants Act."

He said he would not add to his
former remarks, except to say that the
amendment proposed by the Minister
of Justice, that this clause should not
take effect until lst May, 1878, with
the view of giving an opportunity to
the Local Legislature of the Province
of Ontario to pass such an Act as might
meet the objections which he had to
the clause-that this amendment did
not give a sufflcientguarantee for what
he wanted. He, therefore, placed his
protest on record.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
White, North Renfrew), negatived, on
a Division.

Bill read the third time and passed.

ONTARIO MARITIME COURT
BILL.-[BILL No. 41].

(Mr. Blake).

CONSIDERED IN cOMMITTEE.

Order for House to resolve itself into
Committee on Bill (No. 41) To estab-
lish a Court of Maritime Jurisdiction
in the Province of Ontario, read.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he did
not intend to oppose the Bill,
as was understood by many hon.
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menibers. It had been his duty
in former Sessions to introduce,
for the consideration of the
liouse, a resolution declaring it to be
advisable and expedient to extend to
the inland waters of Canada a more
speedy remedy for the collection of
certain claims against vessels. le also
founded upon that resolution, after it
had been carried, a measure which ho
had introduced for several Sessions in
succession, but which had always
met the determined opposition of the
hon. member for Chateauguay (Mr.
Holton), who, by putting forward
various rules of the louse, had always
succeeded in killing it off. He (Mr.
Kirkpatrick) must congratulate the
hon. the Minister of Justice upon
bringing down the measure, which ho
believed would be received with much
satisfaction by a large number of people
in Ontario, and for which they would
give the Government due credit.
There could be no question that in a
Province like Ontario, where so many
commercial men owned vessels, and
where so many people were employed
in navigating inland waters, great in-
terest was felt in the subject. The step
which had been taken, although an un-
usual one in some respects, that of
establishing a new Court, and of intro-
ducing a new set of laws, would be
found beneficial. The law whieh it
was proposed to introduce, while new
on this side of' the line, was not new
on the south sida of the waters which
passed through Ontario. There the
astuteness of the American people had
led them many years ago to introduce,
above tide water, the very provision
which the Government of this country,
at this late hour, had seen fit to intro-
duce. While there might be some
question as to the kind of Bill which
shouid be introduced, he thought upon
the whole the Minister had adopted a
wise course in introducing a Bill which
with one sweep would establish in
Ontario the maritime laws as they
existed upon the seas, instead of intro-
dueing different B;ls, as was the case
in some of the American States, to
meet different cases. It was botter
that the old established laws should
be put in force, as advantage could
then be taken of the decisions given.
Although the processes of this Court

might not be used as processos Of
other Courts were, yet it would be
of great advantage, because there
was a remedy - to put thom in
force, and because people, whose
rights would be affected, knew that
they could invoke the protection
of the law. This fact being known
would bring about in many cases, a
settlement of the claims out of court.
Every person acquainted with the
towns upon the lake shore, knew that
there were a great many instances,
especially during the last few years, of
seamen, after trading ail the summer
on vessels, being informed at the end of
the season that the owners were bank-
rupt and that the vessels were mort-
gagod; and the seamen in consequence
could not get a dollar in return for
their sunmer's labour. In other cases
wealthy men chartered vessels to per-
sons or firms of no means whatever,
to whom it was useless for the mariners
to look for their wages. Another class
of cases was where mon supplied the
vessels with necessaries, particularly
wood and coal, and had no remedy in
the collection of the debt. The Bill
also applied to ship-carpenters and
steamfitters making repairs, workng
on vessels that were mortgaged. The
Bill in a great many cases would give
the remedy sought for; and the know-
ledge that that remedy existed would
often prevent a Court process being
sought for, and would bring about
a settlement of the claims. But
there were claims for necessaries
which would not come under the
Bill. He thought it would be de-
sirable to give a lien for these noces-
saries supplied to vessels, whether
the owners of the vessels were resident
in the Province or not, and the same
remark would apply to building, repair
ing and equipping. But, by this Bill, as
now introduced, these two classes of*
claims would not constitute liens upon
the vessel. There would be a lien for
wages, for towage, for salvage and for
pilotage, but none in the case of
necessaries supplied, or in the case of
building, equipping or repairing, where
the owners or part owners were
resident in the Province. He would be
glad if the hon. the Minister of Justice
could allow an amendment in this
respect. The other point to which ho

Ontario Maritime Court Bill. 1055



1056 Ontario Maritime

would call attention and which ho had
reason to hope would be acceded to,
was, that of limiting the time when
those claims should be put in force.
Ship-owners took a deep interest in the
Bill, and many were afraid that the
process of the Court would be abused,
or at least would be abused so as to
injure their property and depreciate it
to some extent. He did not think their
foars were well-founded, but, in order
to prevent any possibility of that
coming true, ho suggested that a clause
should be inserted in the Bill limiting
the time for the enforcement of the
lien to a period of 90 days-that if the
claim were not prosecuted, or some
steps taken lo enforce it within 90
days, it should have no force under
this law. This would enable owneis
to know within a reasonable time,
what claims there were on which
it was intended to take liens.
Another matter to which be desired to
call the attention of the hon. the Mini-
ter of Justice was in regard to disputes
between owners of vessels regarding
ownership, employment or earnings of
vessels. Cases might arise in which
it might be necessary to adjudicate
upon those cases. At present, there
was no Court in Ontario fully compe-
tent to consider that question. The
number of vessels was daily increasing
and their division into shares, and it
became difficult for the ordinary Courts
of Ontario to deal with disputes be-
tween owners as to the appointment
of masters and similar points. He had
known cases in which one of the owners
had taken forcible possession of the
vessel, causing a breach of the peace
to be imminent. In the case of vos-
sels rogistered in the Province of
Quebec-and many of the vessels trad-
ing on the lakes were rogistered at
Montreal-the Bill would not apply;
and ho, therefore, suggested that this
subjeet should receive the consideration
of the hon. the Minister of Justice.

Mir. PALMER said that, as the ques-
tion of the Dominion Parliament deal-
ing with Canadian shipping, instead
of the Imperial Parliament, was the
most important subject he brought
before the House last Session, ho felt
called upon to makesome observations.
He was glad to observe that the logis-
lation had assumed its present form,

Mr. KIRKPATRICL

because he held that if this Parliament
had the power to pass this Bill, his
former contention with respect to the
power of the Canadian Parliament over
shipping must also be conceded. If
the Act went into force it would have
this effeçt, that any vessel in any tidal
waters in any part of the world, having
been in collision with and caused
damage to any other vessel, the
moment it came within the jurisdiction
of this Court, it could be seized and the
claim for damages could be enforced
here. That jurisdiction, which it was
proposed in the Bill to give to Ontario,
was exercised by the Vice-Admiralty
Courts in the Eastern Provinces, those
courts enforcing the Imperial laws re-
lating to ships in those Provinces.
Unless the Imperial authorities would
concede to Canada the right to legislate-
equally broadly in Que bec, New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia, he could not
understand by what principle it could
be conceded in the case of Ontario. Ie
agreed that it would be a great anomaly
that where a vessel on the great lakes
came into collision with another vessel
on the south side of the lake, and a mari-
time lien was created, it could be en-
forced in the United States, but, if the
collision occurred on this side, it could
not be enforced. It made no difference
where the act was committed or the
debt created, whether in the waters
of Nova Scotia, Alaska, or the
waters of Europe, the moment the
vessels got within the jurisdiction
of the Court, proceedings could
be instituted if the Bill should have
the force of law, as it should have. He
regretted he had not had time to peruse
the correspondence between the Domin-
ion and Imperial Governments; but he
wished the hon. the Minister of Justice
to consider how it was possible to ask
the Imperial Government to give to
the Dominion Parliament the power to
legislate in the manner proposed with
respect to Ontario, and thereby allow
the Canadian Parliamont to legislate-
with respect to ships that happened
to come within the jurisdiction
of Ontario, the Imperial Parliament
legislating with respect to all other
ships in the Dominion. It was an
anomaly that could never be surbnit-
ted to by this country. The result of
such a position of affairs must b to
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carry out the principle that Canadian
ships and ships of all nations within
Canada must be governed by the Do-
minion Parliament. It was a question
of the greatest importance to this coun -
try, in working out the great future
which he was satisfied there was before
it. When the shipping of Canada was
placed in its proper position in regard
to shipping laws the Dominion would
become one of the greatest maritime
powers of the world. He looked forward
to that day. Whatever industry might
ûourish, there could not b'e a shadow of
doubt that, with proper legislation, the
shipping would become one of the
largest and most important interests,not
only in the Dominion but in the world.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he noticed that the Bill did not apply
to any portion of the waters of Lower
Canada.

Mr. BLAKE said there was power
to exercise jurisdiction, but on account
of inconvenience it was not exercised.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the commission of the Vice-Admiralty
Judge was and was meant to extend only
to such portions of the Province of
Quebec to which the Vice-Admiralty
jurisdiction would apply, as was the
case in England. The Court of Vice-
Admiralty had exclusive jurisdiction
within those limits to which the
jurisdiction extended The difficulty
he saw in regard to Ontario was that
before the present moasure very many
of the subjects of controversy were
within the jurisdiction of the local
Courts. This measure did not oust
the Courts of Ontario from their pre-
sent jurisdiction. They would have all
the rights they now possessed, and a
conflict of jurisdiction might arise.
Actions might be brought in both
Courts. The Legislature of Ontario
had the power to deal with very many
of the subjects which this Court would
have jurisdiction over. Then, if any
rights were created by the Ontario
Legislature, this Court must try those
cases. This Court was framed under
the British North America Act which
provided that, notwithstanding the
power given to the different Provinces
with regard to criminal jurisdiction,
the general Parliament could establish
a Court of Error and Appeal and ad-

67

ditional Courts to administer the laws
of the Dominion but not to administer
the laws of any of the Provinces. He
hoped the hon. the Minister of Justice
in the preparation of the Bill had fully
weighed how and to what extent ther
Bill would interfere with the jurisdic-
tion of the Courts in Ontario.

Mr. BLAKE said he was not the
first person to consider that difficult
subject. The hon. the Minister of
Justice in 1869, who occupied his
position and was also Premier of the
Government, brouglit down a Bill to
establish a Supreme and Exchequer
Court, in which was the following
clause as INo. 58:-

"The said Suprene Court shall also have
and possess exclusive jurisdiction in Admir-
alty in cases of contract and tort, and in pro-
ceedings in rem, and in perwnam, arising on
or in respect of the navigation of, and con-
merce upon the inland navigable waters of
the Dominion, above tide water, and beyond
the jurisdiction of any now existing Court of
Vice-Admiralty."

There could be no doubt it was his
(Mr. Blake's) duty to consider the
difficulties to which the right hon.
member for Kingston had referred, as
the right hon. gentleman had dis-
charged that duty himself when he
prepared and submitted to Parliament
the clause which he had read. The
right hon. gentleman could have ar-
rived at that conclusion only on the
one principle, that the legislative
power of Canada to deal with the sub-
ject of shipping, navigation, trade, and
commerce, entitled it to pass laws
which practically involved all the sub-
ject matters contained in that clause.
The right hon. gentleman, moreover,
proposed to oust the Courts of
Ontario from exercising jurisdition
in all classes of cases covered
by the Bill. He agreed with the right
hon. gentleman that the Dominion
Parliament could oust those Courts
from their local jurisdiction. But
knowing there was a large and useful,
though imperfectjurisdiction exercised
as to many of those subjects which
would come under the Vice-Admiralty
Court, and as respecting some of those
subjects the common law jurisdiction
exercised by the ordinary Courts was
found more convenient, he thought it
was the botter and more prudent ourse
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not to attempt to oust the Courts in
Ontaýrio from exercising jurisdiction.
He did not think there would be any
conflict of jurisdiction, but there would
be concurrent jurisdiction. In Queen's
Bench, Chancery and Common Law
there was concurrent jurisdiction and
no conflict was found to arise, and if
after a time it was thought desirable to
make that jurisdiction exclusive which
was now concurrent, it could be done.
The right to petition in rem, the new
principle which was being introduced,
was a class of cases over which the
local Courts would have no jurisdiction,
and in which there could be no
conflict of jurisdiction. With regard
to the observations of the hon. member
for St. John (Mr. Palmer), he might
say that lie largely shared the views
of the bon. member with respect to
the jurisdiction of Parliament. If ho
did not, he (Mr. Blake) would not pro-
pose the present Bill, which, he hoped,
would do somethinig to carry out the
views tbey shared in] commoi.

Mr. PALUMER said that there could
be no contlict of jurisdiction between
the Court-, for there was concurrent
jurisdiction in New Brunswick, and
such difficulty did not arise. If the
principle were once eonceded that we
had a right to deal with collisions on
the high seas, then, surely, the Cana-
dian Parliament could deal with colli-
sions in its own waters, and give juris-
diction to a Court over such cases. If
the Dominion Parliament could logis-
late on the subject at ail, there could
be no limit placed to its legislative
powers. le thought it was impossible
for the Dominion to create a Court that
could administer the laws of any par-
ticular Province. Under the British
North America Act they could not
create any Court of original jurisdic-
tion except to execute the laws of
Parliament.

Mr. HOLTON said it would be very
great presumption on his part, of which
presumption lie would not be guilty,
to speak on the purely technical points
raised, but there were some points te
which, as a practical man, he might
address himself very briefly. He was
struck very much bv the argument of
his hon. friend for St. John (Mr. Pal-
mer) when he first addressed the House

Mr. BLAM

in respect to the anomalous position in
which the Bill would place us. They
ought, he thought, to deal with this
whole subject-on the coast, up the
Gulf ofSt. Lawrence and ail through the
Dominion, but, while there might be
obstacles in the way of obtaining that
jurisdiction, lie failed to see what valid
reasons there could be for not includ-
ing the piece of land from Cote des
Lacs to Montreal within the scope of
the Bill. Montreal was, in fact, the
port of the Province of Ontario; it
was the destination in fact of all vessels
likely to come within the jurisdiction
of this Vice-Admiralty Court. This
was a great anomaly which perhaps
this Bill was the first step towards re-
dressing. The Bill failed to cover the
ground which ought to be covered ;
except as a first step we would pro-
bably be better without it than with
it.

Mr. MITCHELL said he might add
a few words endorsing the remarks of
the hon. members for St. John (Mr.
Palmer) and Chateauguay (Mr. Hol-
ton.) Between the Province line and
tidal waters in or about the vicinity of
Three Rivers collisions were numerous.
The greater portion of the commerce
of the St. Lawrence passed between
Montreal and Three Rivers, and he
thought the Bill ought to extend to the
Province of Quebec the same facilities
which lie proposed to give to Ontario.
He saw no reason why they should not
pass a law for the inland waters, or
why a portion of those inland waters
should be exempt from the operation
of the Bill.

Mr. BLAKE said lie would explain
that in Committee.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he would
call the attention of the hon. member
for Chateauguay to the fact that the
jurisdiction would be exercised, no
matter where a case arose.

Mr. HOLTON: fHaving no Court of
our own, that makes no difference.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: The jurisdic-
tion of the Vice-Admiralty Court of
Quebec, according to the decisiens, ex-
tends t>eyond the tidal water.

Mr. HOLTON: But if they do not
exercise it ?

Court Bill.(COMMONS.]
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Mr. KIRKPATRICK: Then the
business must all come to Ontario.

Mr. CARON: I have no doubt but
thatthe jurisdiction of the Vice-Admir-
alty Court extends to the whole Pro-
vince of Lower Canada.

Mr. BLAKE: It did not formerly,
but recent law has extended the juris-
diction.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole on the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD called

the attention of the hon. the Minister
of Justice to the first clause of the Act.
He thought the Legislature of this
country could not pass a law to be
administered by the Vice-Admiralty
Court of Quebec.

Mr. BLAK E: I suppose not.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The

Vice-Admiralty Court of Quebec is
governed by the same laws as in Eng-
land.

Mr. BLAKE: It has statutory ju-
risdiction as well.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
if it was the case that the Court could
not administer any laws passed by this
Parliament, his hon. friend would then
see that in this clause the rights arising
out of cases of contract or tort, the
remedies would be only the same as
would be exercised in any existing
Vice-Admiralty Court.

Mr. BLAKE said his purpose was to
put all persons who had vessels on the
inland waters in precisely the same po-
sition as if there were aVice-Admiralty
Court extending to those waters. If
they could introduce new maritime
rights and remedies by Act of Parlia-
ment, they could of course provide for
their administration by this Court.
-'he powers to be conferred would be
simply supplementary.

Section 1 agreed to.
On Section 2,
Mr. BLAKE said he proposed to

make some amendments. After the
word "shall," he proposed to insert the
words, " be a Court of record," which
was simaply to make it expressly a Court
of record. He then proposed to add
two sub-sections intended to meet such
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points raised by his hon. friend from
Frontenac (Mr. Kirkpatrick) as he
was able to yield at this time. The
Court under the first and second sec-
tions, as they stood, would not be able
to deal with the cases touching the
ownership, profession, employment, or
earnings of ships, registered out of On-
tario. The second sub-section he
intended to insert, would make the law
applyto ships registered in Quebec
engaged in navigating the inland
waters. This did not, however, ex-
tend the jurisdiction to vessels not
engaged in navigating these waters.
He had adopted the third sub-section
with some degree of hesitation. It
had reference to the period at which
the lien should cease. As hon. mem-
bers knew, under the Maritime Law,
there was no opecific period at which
the lien should cease. It was within
the discretion of the Judge to say
whether due diligence had been used.
This sub-section provided that no right
or remedy in rein given by this Act
should be enforced against any pur-
chaser or mortgagee of a ship, unless
such enforcement was made within 30
days of the time when such rights ac-
crued, but this did not exclude the
right of the Court to determine
whether due diligence had been used
or not.

Mr. WOOD said a very important
item had been left out of the Bill. A
number of people who furnished sup.
plies to vessels had no remedies against
the vessel, but had to sue the owners
in Civil Courts. He thought that
those parties ought to have the same
right of lien upon a vessel as a carpen-
penter had upon a house.

Mr. BLAKE said the law was pro-
posed to be made just the same with
reference to the extent of maritime
liens as it was all the world over. He
thought the Committee would agree
with him that, in introducing a law
providing for new and hitherto un-
known liens, they ought not to pro-
vide a more stringent law than that
which was the commercial law of the
world on the subject. If, afterwards, it
was found to be advisable in the inter-
ests of ship-owners and suppliers to
establish a lien as suggested it would
be easy to do so. He would not like
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now to propose an additionalV lien
which might fetter the transactions of
ship-owners very much, and which
would not be sanctioned by any mari-
time law in the world and certainly
not by that of England.

Mr. PALMER said he quite agreed
with the principle of the amendment
suggested by his hon. friend from
Frontenac and introduced by the Min-
ister of Justice. One consideration,
however, had not been noticed with
regard to liens. If a lien existed and
the vessel was found within the juris-
diction of the Vice-Admiralty Courts
of the Lower Provinces, it would be
enforced, but not in this Court.

Mr. BLAKE said practically Ontario
vessels were not touched by the Vice-
Admiralty Courts below.

Mr. PALMER: Still a class of ves-
sels could not be reached.

Mr. BLAKE: Of course it is possi-
ble.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he was
obliged to the Minister of Justice for
adopting his amendment. He thought
ninety days was the best period for
the duration of a lien. H1e did not
anticipate any trouble with relation to
the objection made by the hon. mem-
ber for St. John (Mr. Palmer). Onta-
rio vessels did not trade or come under
the jurisdiction of the Vice-Admiralty
Court of the Province of Quebec. With
vessels making long sea voyages, it was
perhaps impossible to fix any period,
but with vessels on inland lakes the
circumstances were different, the time
taken on their trips being brief.

Section agreed to.

Mr. MITCHELL objected to the sys-
tem of appointing assessors as cum-
brous and disadvantageous. He thought
it would conduce much more to the
efficiency and simplification of the
business of these Courts, if the method
of calling experts, as adopted in the
ordinary Courts of law, was followed.

Mr. BLAKE said the system of
employing assessors was advantageous.
The Judge could summon them when
he deemed it necessary.

Mr. MITCHELL said the system of
assessors did noc work well, in his
*xperience of the working of Admi-

Xr. Bu=-

ralty Courts. Assessors did not bear
much responsibility; they sat with the-
Judge ; and they could not be examined
and cross-examined as were experts in
the Civil Courts. He had had to pay
dearly for bis experience, and lie
thought that the system should be
abandoned.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said,
as he understood it, the Judge was not
bound by the report of the assessor,
which was simply submitted for his
guidanue. The present system of
assessors was infinitely better than
that of calling in casual experts. They
knew what this meant. Engineers,
architects, etc., were summoned on
each side, and they swore against each
other, while assessors were officers of.
the Court, selected at the discretion of
the Judge, who had no interest in the
cases tried before him.

Mr. CARON said that, as one prac-
ticing before the Admiralty Court, he
would be very sorry to see the system
of assessors abolished. They were of
great service, and he had never heard
any commercial men make any objec-
tion to them.

Mr.MITCHELL said,if his hon. friend
from Kingston considcred assessors so
valuable, why[did he not use his influ-
ence to have them employed instead of
experts in other Courts ? The system
of using experts worked very well, and
gave satisfaction. He had had a great
deal of experience in these matters,
and he held that experts should be
employed in order that they might be
examined under oath.

Mr. PALMER said he concurred, to
a considerable extent, with the hon.
member for Northumberland. Asses-
sors were not employed in bis Province
at all. Assessors, in some respects,
fulfilled the functions of jurors in
Common Law Courts. He submitted to
the Minister of Justice whether the
system ought not to be changed.
Assessors had particular views as to
what ought to have been donc, and, as
counsel did not know what they were,
they could not meet them with evi-
dence. These gentlemen hardly ever
gave reasons for their opinions, and the
Judges of the Privy Council, on appeal
being taken, constantly said : " We do,
not know exactly how it was, but ther
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assessors were skilled men, and they
may have seen something which we do
not understand," and the appeal was
unsuccessful. This was the English
of it. It was better to have everything
done openly and above board. He
confessed he was very much impressed
with the practical ideas of the hon.
member for Northumberland. If the
entireresponsibility were thrown upon
the Judge, it would certainly be more
satisfactory on the whole.

Bill, as amended, ordered
ported.

flouse resumed.
Bill reported.

PAYMENT OF ACTIVE
BILL.

to be re-

MILITIA

PIRsT READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
to consider the following resolution:-

"That it is expedient to make provision
for the paymeit of the cost of transport of
the Active Militia when called out in aid of
the civil power, and also to provide that the
reasonable cost of calling out the Active
Militia in certain cases in aid of the civil
power niay be in whole or part reimbursed
out of moneys to be provided by Parlia-
ment."

(In the Committee.)

Mr. B [iAKE said the proposition
was two-fold. Under the existing law,
which provided that the militia might
be called out by a local authority in
case of a riot or disturbance of the
peace beyond its power to suppress,
the municipality was liable to pay
the militia. A municipality might
colleet a certain rate prescribed by
the Statute; it was also liable to pay
the officers a reasonable price for
their lodging, if lodging was not pro-
vided. But no provision was made for
the payment of transport, although the
law authorised the municipality to
call the militia ont anywhere. While
it was essential that a wider power
should exist as to calling out the
milita to a certain point, it was very
unreasonable that there should be no

pyovision for the payment of transport.
idity of motion was most essential,

, if the militia was called out, as on
a recent occasion, from Toronto to

Belleville, and brought down by train,
it was obvious that the municipality
which called them out ought to be
liable to pay for the transport. The
second proposition was that it was con-
venient in certain circumstances for
the transportation to be paid for by
Canada. This was expressly intended
to meet such a case as recently occur-
red, where a railway carrying mails
passed through a municipality, .Ind a
riot or disturbance took place which
obstructed the passage of the mails,
and which was beyond the power of
the municipality itself to quell, and the
object of the riot was not merely local.
He did not wish by this proposition
to break into the principle of a muni-
cipality paying for the militia which
it called out. When the papers were
brought down with reference to the
Grand Trunk strike it would be found
that there were two cases in which
municipalities asked the company, in
reply to applications for the calling
out of the militia, whether they would
pay for them.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD en-
quired whether the Bill would deal
with the case of Provincial Govern-
ments calling out the militia.

Mr. BLAKE replied in the negative,
and said the whole subject was one
eminently worthy of consideration,
when the Bill which he would intro-
duce on the subject was before the
House for the second reading.

Resolution agreed to, and ordered to
be reported.

House resumed.
Resolution reported, read thefirst and

second times, and agreed to.

Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill
(No. 102) To make further provision
for the payment of the Active Militia
when called out in certain cases in aid
of the civil power.

Bill read the first time.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.
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After Recess.

GAMBLING IN PUBLIC CONVEY-
ANCES PREVENTION BILL.

[BILL No. 56].

(Mr. Blake.)

SENATE AMENDMENTS CONSIDERED.

Amendments made by the Senate to
the said Bill considered, and further
amended.

EMPLOYMENT OF PRISONERS
OUTSIDE OF JAILS BILL.-

[BILL No. 94.]

(Mr Blake.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. BLAKE said for some time
representations had been made in
various quarters as to the expediency
of permitting, under certain circum-
stances, the employment of prisoners
without the walls of jails, and the hon.
member for West Toronto (Mr. Robin-
son) had introduced a measure for the
purpose last Session. He (Mr. Blake)
had felt great hesitation then, and up
to a late period, in making any pro-
vision for that, but the difficulties were
so great that he thought some effort
ought to be made to meet them. In
the Province of Ontario, at all events,
the sentence of hard larbour was, as a
rule, a farce. There was hardly any
provision for hard labour in the
ordinary jails. The prisoners were
kept in idleness, and there was no
means of enforcing the sentences. His
difficulty was that the jails were
generally situated in, and sometimes
in the heart of, the towns.
The labour upon which the
prisoners were sometimes proposed
to be employed was labour on the
streets or in public in that way, and,
except for comparatively hardened
criminals, there was something calcu-
lated to degrade any prisoner ,so em-
ployed in the presence of the free
people of the country. He did not
think labour of that kind was as likely
to be productive of improving results
to-the prisoner as that kind of labour
which ho should be glad to encourage
as far as possible, labour on a farm or

Mr. BL-KE.

Business.

something of that kind more in the
country. Still the representations
made by several county councils had
been very strong, and, though he be-
lived this measure would have a com-
paratively slight effect, not at all
commensurate with what was expected,
he had thought it right to introduce
it. A large portion of the persons it
was desired to employ without the
walls were confined for breach of pro-
vincial laws and for first offences. This
Bill did not, of course, propose to au-
thorize the employment of persons
outside the jail unless they were sen-
tenced for a breach of the Criminal
Law of Canada, and it proposed to con-
fine the permission to a person sen-
tenced to a second term of imprison-
ment after previous conviction for
breach of Canadian or Provincial law.
The spirit of this proposal had already
been adopted by Parliament. Some
years ago, after the establishment of
the Central Prison, and in confirmation
of an Act of the Local Legisture of
Ontario, an Act was passed by this
Parliament authorising the employ-
ment of prisoners there without the
walls. A good deal of the present Bill
was borrowed from the measure of the
hon. member for Kingston on that sub-
ject.

Bill read the second time.

BETTING AND POOL-SELLING
REPRESSION BILL.

[BILL NO. 95.]

(Mr. Blake.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said
he thought some parts of this Bill
were very hard, and would prove
practically inoperative. Ifa man made
a bet and recorded it in bis betting-
book, he would be liable to imprison-
ment for a year, and a penalty of
$1,000. The Minister of Justice might
not be a betting man, and he (Mr.
Thompson) did not profess to be one,
but anyone must know that, at any
horse race, foot race, or boat race, bots
were always made to a certain extent,
but, if they were only for a dollar or
25c., this Act would inflict a
penalty of $1,000. This was going
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backwards -going back to the Blue
Laws of Connecticut, when persons
were fined for violating the moral law.
If the Minister of Justice did not
move amendments in Comniittee, ho
(Mr. Thompson) would move the six
months' hoist.

Mr. BLAKE: The hon. gentleman
has not yet convinced me. I am open
to conviction.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: A
good many persons will be open to
conviction under this Bill.

Mr. BLAKE stated that the Act did
not apply to persons who had paid the
money to the winner of the race, or
owner of the horse. He had so much
respect for the sport of horse racing as
not to propose the extreme law passed
in the Legislature of one of the prin-
cipal States, which would appear to
prevent a wager being paid to the
successful person or owner of the horse;
but the English Law contained a
proviso similar to that in this Bill.
The object was to prevent the recording
and regiistering of betting upon races
by persons who were not the owners
of the horses.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
they had passed a law yesterday, mak-
ing a person who obstructed a railway
train liable to three months' imprison-
ment, or a $100 fine, while a person
who made a bet was to be imprisoned
for a year or fined $1,000.

Mr. BLAKE said the Bill was direct-
ed chiefly against pool-selling. A
person informed him the other day
that, on the results of one local election,
$30,000 passed through the hands of
one pool-seller. If so profitable a
business could be affected, it could only
be by a very heavy fine. A law
recentlv passed in the States made the
penalty two years or $1,000. -He had
thought it botter to leave the discretion
in the hands of the Judge.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said he
thought the provisions of the Bill
unreasonable, and that his bon. friend
(Mr. Blake), if ho lived ton years
longer, would find that the people
would laugh at this sort of thing.

Bill read the second time.

POST-OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BILL No. 96.]

(Mr. Blake.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. BLAKE said to a certain extent
this Bill had been discussed in advance,
and he did not think he need trouble
thellouse with any further explanation.
The Act was amended to meet such
cases of obstruction as had recently
occurred.

Bill read the second time.
House resolved itself into Committee

on the said Bill.

(In the Committee).
On Section 1,
Mr. BOWELL said the hon. the

Minister of Justice had interpreted the
Act as not applying to railways. If,
in conveyinr mails in the rural dis-
tricts, the highways were blocked and
the fields had to be used, would the
Act cover an obstruction in that case.

Mr. BLAKE: The obstruction in
that case would be caused by the act of
Grod in making the snowstorm.

Mr. BOWELL : But I am talking
about the obstruction of the mail,

Mr. BLAKE : Who would obstruet
the mail ?

Mr. BOWELL : Who obstructs it
here ?

Mr. BLAKE: That case is not pro-
vided for.

Mr. BOWELL; Neither was the
railway in the Act. Either from your
stupidity or mine I cannot make my-
self understood. You have introduced
this Bill to provide for the word " rail-
road " not being in the Act, and I have
pointed out a case in which obstrue-
tions might arise in the fields.

Mr. BLAKE: That case is not pro-
vided for; and I disagree with the hon.
gentleman's view that it ought to be
provided for. At any rate I do not
intend to ask that it should be provided
for.

Mr. BOWELL: The propriety or
impropriety is a matter for the hon.
the Minister of Jilstice to consider,
but the case I have suggested is not
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an improbable one. Perhaps a future
Minister of Justice may deem it proper
to make such a provision.

Section agreed to.
Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.

ADULTERATION OF FOOD,
DRINKS AND DRUGS BILL.

[BILL No. 86.]

(Mr. Laflamme.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. LAFLAMHE said the original
Act provided against the adulteration,
by the introduction of a foreign sub-
stance, and the amendment was to
meet a great many cases where the
adulteration arose from the extraction
of the essential element.

Bill read the second time.
House resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole to consider the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.

INLAND REVENUE ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.--[BILL No. 91.]

(Mr. Laflamme.)

sECOND READING.

Mr. LAFLAMME said the object of
the amendment was to prevent illicit
distillation, and it provided against
the manufacture or importation of
stills without a license.

Bill read the second time.

MONTREAL HARBOUR TOLLS
BILL.-[BILL No. 90.]

(Mr. Smith, Westmoreland.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the second time, eonsidered in
Committee of the Whole, read the third
time, and passed.

Mr. BOWILL.

JOINT STOCK COPANIES IN-
CORPORATION BILL.

[BILL No. 67.]

( fr. Cartwright.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

flouse resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole Lo consider Bill (No. 67)
To amend the law respecting the incor-
poration of Joint Stock Companies by
letters patent.

(In the Committee.)
On Section 4,
Mr. JONES (South Leeds) said he

thought notice should be given in this
relation in the local p-ipers as well as
in the Canada Gazette.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said similar
publication had to be made in the
Ontario Gazette to the best of his recol-
lection.

Mr. JONES said he believed very
few persons saw the Canada Gazette.
It would be well to give one month's
notice in one of the local papers.

Mr. BLAKE said ho did not see any
necessity for it.

Section agreed to.
On Section 94,
Mr. YOUNG asked the hon. the

Minister of Finance if ho had corne to
any decision in regard to the clauses
which were struck out of the Private
Bill in Committee, relating to the
amalgamation of companies. He under-
stood the hon. gentleman was to con-
sider whether those clauses should be
put in the general Act. The general
sentiment of the Committee was favour-
able to the insertion of the clauses;
but it was felt that if they could not be
admitted into the general Act they
could not be allowed in a Private Bill.
He could see no objection to them on
public grounds. The clauses had been
very carefully drawn.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) asked
why they were not brought before the
Committee on Banking and Commerce.

Mr. YOUNG said they were intro-
duced in a Private Bill. Ie thought
there could be no objection on publie
grounds to the amalgamation of these
companies under proper restrictions.
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the clauses
came up after this Bill passed through
the Committee. They provided for
precautions being taken similar to
those which related to the amalgama-
tion of two banks. Special meetings
had to be hel, notice was to be given,
and the shareholders of the respective
corporations must agree to the arrange-
ment. Other precautions were also
mentioned. He was not disposed to
object to them on general principles.
Probably there existed more of these
companies than were necessary to carry
on the business of the country in this
respect. It might be advantageous to
give these powers. One of two things
should be done: they either should be
inserted provisionally in the Bill, to be
more fully considered on the third read,
ing, or they should be put on the
notice paper as amendments to be pro-
posed at the third reading.

Mr. BLAKE said the clauses should
be so framed as to chime in with the
provisions relating to all the other revo-
Iutionary subjects proposed. If his
hon. friend would put a notice on the
paper in this connection, probably
there would be no difficulty in disposing
of them at the third reading of the
Bill.

Mr. YOUNG- said he would take this
course. The Chairman of the Commit-
tee seemed to think that they fitted in
with the general character of the Bill,
and he was inclined to the sane
opinion.

Section agreed to.
Bill, as anmended, ordered to be re-

ported.
House resned.
BiIl reported.
Amendmnts read thefirst and second

times and agreed to.

NORTII-1EST TERPRITORIES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.--[BiL No. 714.]

(Mr. Mills.)

sECOND READING.

Bill read 'he second time.
HRouse resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole to consider the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. MILLS moved to amend the
second section by adding the following
sub-section:-

" The Governor-General in Council may,
from time to time, appoint an administrator
to execute the office and functions of Lieu-
tenant-Governor during his absence, illness
or other inability."

He said that these words were taken
from the British North America Act.

Amendment agreed to.
Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-

ported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.
Amend ments read the first and second

times and agreed to.

House adjourned at
Thirty minutes after

Eleven o'clock.

H OUSE OF COMMIONS.

Monday, 2nd April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

MARTHA JEMI.MA IIAWKSHAW
IIOLIWELL DIVORCE BILL.

[BILL No. 93.]

(Mr. Cameron.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEF.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 93)
For the relief of Martha Jcmima
Hawkshaw Holiwell.

(In the Committee.)

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.

NATIONAL INVESTMENT COM-
PANY INCORPORAT[ON ACT

AMENDMENT B[LL.

[BILL No. 97.]

(Mr. Edain.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.
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QUEBEC SCHOOL OF NAVI-
GATION.

QUESTION.

Mr. BLANCHET, in the absence ot
Mr. Roy, asked whether it was the
intention of the Government to provide,
in whole or in part, for the main-
tenance of the School of Navigation
whicb had recently been established at
the port of Quebec by the Local Gov-
ernment of the Province of Quebec, for
the theoretical education of young
sailors.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) replied
that such was not the intention of the
Government.

ST. PLACIDE VILLAGE WHARF,
OTTAWA RIVER.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. DAOUST moved for copies of
correspondence had in 1875, between
the Government and Mr. B. J. Ber-
trand and other persons of the parish
of St. Placide, in the county of Two
Mountains, and of all documents sent
to the Department of Public Works,
during that year, in relation to certain
works to be doue on the Ottawa
River, near the wharf built oppo-
site the said village of St. Placide.
He said that a petition with regard to
this work had been sent to the Gov-
ernment in 1875, signed by a large
number of persons. He desired to call
the atte;tion of the Govern ment to the
matter. for he thought it highly desira-
ble that the prayer of the petitioners
should be acceded to. The request
was also supported by Captain Shep-
herd, who was well known on the
Ottawa River. If the work would be
expensive, he would have been the last
man to urge that it should be under-
taken, but, far from this being the case,
it would not cost over a few hundred
dollars at the outside. The removal of
two or three feet at the point in ques-
tion from the bottom of the river would
sullice for the needs of navigation. A
great deal of grain and other freight
from several parishes in the neighbour-
hood-St. Placide, St. Scholastique,
St. Augustin, &c., were placed on the
boats calling at this wharf, and it was

Yr. MILLa.

desirable that the improvement
asked for, in the interests of navi-
gation, should be accorded. He
saw, in a letter dated the 21st August,
1875, written in reply to the
request made to learn whether the
petition presented by Captain Shepherd
had been taken into consideration, the
Government stated that the work was
not as yet ordered to be don e. But it
was not declared that it was the inten-
tion of the Government to do so. In
another letter, dated 7th September,
1875, in reply to a communication ask-
ing for the use of a dredge, the Gov-
ernment stated that at the time they
could not accede to the request as they
had no such vessel at their disposition.
He hoped that the Government during
the approaching season would secure
dredges, and have this work executed,
as it could be done very easily and at
slight cost. He also trusted that pro-
vision would be made for the purpose
in the Supplementary Estimates, and
further that the Government would
learn from Captain Shepherd and
others whether it was desirable. Hie
wished to know if it was possible to find
out whether the prayer of the petition-
ers would be granted.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had no,
objection to the motion. He could not
at the moment say anything about it, or
give the reasons for or against dredg-
ing the particular part of the Ottawa
River to which the hon. gentleman
referred. He could only say that
lie would look at the Engineer's
reports and papers, and ascertain
whether it was one of the works for
which the Government would be justi-
fied in asking for an appropriation.

Mr. DAOUST said that, under the
circumstances, he would withdraw his
motion.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

ST. AUGUSTIN PARISII POST
OFFICE.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. DAOUST moved for copies oT
all documents and correspondence in
relation to the appointment of a new
Postniaster for the parish of St. Augus-
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tin, county of Two Mountains, and to¡
the change in the location of the post-
office of the said parish, during the
year 1875. He said he was sorry to be
obliged to reproach the Government
for their action in this respect. A
notary, Mr. Paquette, had for some
years acted as postmaster in this parish,
and was succeeded by a merchant, who
acted as deputy-postmaster, and who
lived in the house Mr. Paquette oc-
cupied. Later, Mr. Paquette sold his
property, and Mr. Ouellette, who was
the purchaser, became deputy-post-
master. This gentleman so acted
during six or seven years, giving un-
qualitied satisfaction to the public and
to Mr. King, the Post Office Inspector.
In 1875, Mr. Paquette's health became
very bad, and he desired to resign his
position, and recommended one of his
political friends lor appointment as
postmaster. Thereupon, the residents
of the parish, to the number of 120 or
130 at least, signed a petition, urging
that Mr. Ouellette should be named
postmaster, and this was sent to the
Department of the Postmaster-General.
It was also desired that the post-office
should remain in its old position, which
was very central, and where it had
been for thirty years. In December,
1875, the residents, however, perceived
that a grocer who had lately arrived in
the place was preparing to act as post-
master. To the petition sent, no
answer was received, but, on the
31st March, Mr. Paquette wrote
to Mr. Ouiellette informing him
that Mr. Desjardins had been appointed
postmaster. There could be no other
reason for this step than a desire to
give an appointment to a political
friend, and at the same time to take
away a position from a political
opponent. He wished to learn what
influence had been brought to bear
upon the G-ove-rnment to induce them
to take this step. The petition in ques-
tion had been signed by the adherents
of both political parties and by persons
of various nationalities. lie could not
understand why the Government had
not granted a petition which was so
just in its nature.

Mr. MILLS said there was no objec-
tion to the passage of the motion. It
seemed that the late postmaster of this
parish had resigned in January, 1876,

and Mr. Desjardins was appointed his
successor on the 4th February, 1876.
A petition in favour of the appoint-
ment of Mr. Ouellette was sent to the
Department, but Mr. Desjardins had
been recommended to the Postmaster-
General, and was considered the more
suitable person. le understood that
the place where this post-office was
situated was not very populous, and
that its present was not over one hun-
dred yards from its previous position.
The hon. gentleman was mistaken in
supposing that the Government was
bound to appoint any one to whom a
postmaster had sold out his business,
or who had been named to act as
deputy. The appointment and the
consequent responsibilty rested with
the Government.

Mr. DAOUST said the distance of
the present location of the post-office
from that it formerly occupied might
be only a few hundred yards. This,
however, was not the question. The
present site, moreover, was not so cen-
tral as the late one. lie desired to
know why a petition signed by some
two hundred people had been disre-
garded. If Mr. (lobensky, the late
member, had recommended the recent
appointment ho would have said noth-
ing about the matter. More justice
had been demanded. Mr. Ouellette
had acted as the deputy for many
years, and occupied the onily place fit
for a post-office in the village; conse-
quentli he wished to learn the cause
of the Government's action in this
regard.

Motion agreed to.

PURCIIASE OF LANDS IN PRINCE
EDWARD ISLAND.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. PE R RY moved for papers show-
ing what amount has been paid by the
Dominion Government foir the pur-
chase of lands in the Province of Prince
Edward Island, up to date, in accord-
ance with Terms of Union.

Motion agreed to.

THE POSTMASTER AT THE
MOUTH OF THE NiElR[PIS.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. PALMER, in the absence of
Mr. DoMVILL., moved for all papers,
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reports and correspondence in connec-
tion with the dismissal of J. Murray
Nase, Postmaster, at the mouth of the
Neripis, Kings Co., N.B.; also, for the
petition from the inhabitants in the
district in respect to the same.

Motion agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OF HAIRBOUR-
MASTERS AT QUEBEC PORTS.

MOTIOI FOR RETURN.

Mr. LANTEHIER, in the absence of
Mr. GILL, moved for a return indicat-
ing the names and date of appointment
of harbour-masters at Sorel, St. Johns,
Three Rivers and Lachine, in the Pro-
vince of Quebec, and also giving a
detailed account of all fees collected by
said harbour-masters since the 15th of
April, 1875, up to this date, under the
authority of38 Vic., chap. 30, amending
37 Vic., chap. 34, together with the
names of the ships on which such fees
have been levied, in each year, and the
inamos of the masters of those ships.

Motion agreed to.

,MALT TAKEN OUT OF BOND.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. ROCHESTER moved for a
monthly return of the malt taken out
of bond each month from 1st July,
1876, to 28th February, 1877. He said
certain reports were going round to
the effect that everything had
not been done on the square in
regard to the increase of duty
on malt, and his object in moving for
the return was to learn what quantity
of malt had been taken out of bond
monthliy during the year. It was
stated that hints had been given to
particular friends that il was well not
to have too much malt in bond, and
that in con equence more malt bad
been takein out of bond last month than
during the previous ten or eleven
monthsoftheyear. Maltstersgenerally
had a bonded wareroom, a privilege
given by the Government, but there
were a number who did not keep a
wareroom, but paid for the malt as they
took it off the pile. The resolution
increasing the duty was passed on the
morning of the 20th, but the duty was
collected from the 15th. He knew

Mr. PALMER.

that the excuse would be made that
the first half of the month was payable
on the 15th, but he did not think the
Government were justified in imposing
the duty from the 15th when the law
did not go into force until the 20th.
le was not prepared to say that the
rumour he referred to was correct, but
the statement he moved for would
show the quantities of malt taken out
of bond during each inonth of the year.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman had stated that he was not
prepared to say whether the rumoir
was correct, but he had no business to
mention such a rumour unless he was
prepared to prove it. If the hon.
gentleman or any one acting for him
undertook to endorse such a statement,
they would soon find themselves where
he (Mr. Mackenzie) was putting other
parties for circulating rumours in that
connection. It was a scandalous offence
for any man to give circulation to such
rumours, and it was quite wrong for
any one to assume they were correct,
and to speak in the manner in which
the hon. member had done.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he was
careful, in mentioning the rumour, to
state that he did not endorse it. He
simply gavo it as a rumour.

Motion agreed to.

CASCUMPEC HARBOUR.

MOTION FOR REPORTS.

Mr. PERRY moved for the Report on
improvement of Cascumpec Harbour,
Prince Edward Island, made by H. F.
Perley, Esq., C.E., in 1874. He said
the importance of this harbour to the
western end of thcProvinee was so great
that at the time of Confederation it was
brought prominentlybefore the Depart-
ment of Public Works, and in 1874 an
Engineer was sent down to report on
the possibility of improvirg it. About
40 years ago there were 18 feet of
water in the harbour, but the new gap
had the effect of reducing the depth to
10 feet. The people had been made to
believe, and had good reason to expect
and hope, that the Department would
have taken this matter under consid-
eration this Session, but he found that
no provision was made in the Estimates
for the improvement. Last Session, he
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was informed, when he called attention
to this question, that the Governnent
were not then in a position to com-
mence new works. He understood,
however, that it was likely to be taken
up this year, and he trusted the hon.
the Minister of Public Works would
see his way clear to putting a sum in
the Supplementary Estimates sufficient
to carry out this improvement as sug-
gested by Mr. Perley.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the papers
asked for would be brought down, but
they would be found simply to convey
a general idea of the nature of this har-
bour, the great importance of which
he admitted. It would, however, be
observed, when the report came down,
that, without dredging the outer as
well as the inner harbour, and probably
filling up one of the gaps made by the
sea, very little could be accomplished.
The Engineer estimated that it would
require $50,000 for those preliminary
works in order to produce good results.
This was one of those pieces of engi-
neering which the Government engi-
neers found it difficult to grapple with.
The Government had placed $10,000
in the Estimates to improve the harbour
of Malpec which was situated further
east, and, when the contemplated im-
provements were made on St. Peter's

ay, which was still further east, the
north shore would be furnished with
fair harbour accommodation, and vos-
sels drawing from 10 to 14 feet would
obtain access to the Cascumpec. He
hoped that in some future year they
would be able to make some pro-
vision to render this harbour more
accessible and valuable. He was afraid
that the prospect for doing anything
this year was not very good, as any
small sum would be thrown away; and
the amount required was so large that
he could scarcely venture to ask the
fouse to vote it at present.

Motion agreed to.

COURT HOUSE AND GAOL FOR
KAMOURASKA.

MOTION FOR STATEMENTS.

Mr. POULIOT moved for-
lat. A statement of debentures issued by

the Government of Canada for the purchase
of a building for the court-house and gaol

of the district of Kamouraska, and for the
rebuilding thereof after the fire;

2nd. A statement of the cost of the said
building, of the rebuilding thereof, and of
the maintenance thereof since ;

3rd. A stateinent of the amounts levipd by
taxes imposed on said district for the build-
ing and prison fund, up to the 30th June
last ;

4th. A statement of the amounts paid on
the said debentures and interest, shewing
the anount, if any, remaining due on the
said debentures, and, if there be nothing,
then how inuch has been collected over and
above the amount of the said debentures and
interest.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho was sorry
the Finance Minister was not presont.
He had observed the motion, and all
he could say was tbat the Government
had none of the papers with respect to
the gaol or court-house of Kamouraska
or any other Lower Canada gaols. But
ho bad no doubt that means could be
found to obtain a good doal, if not all, of
the information asked for, and the
Government would endeavour to bring
it to the notice of the hon. gentleman.

Mr. POULIOT said he was satisfied
with the statement made.

Motion agreed to.

BREAKWATER AT POINT
ESCUMINAC.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. PALMER, in the absence of Mr.
MITCHELL, moved foi a return of all
petitions, papers, and correspondence
had with the Government or any of
the Departments, by or from the in-
habitants of the county of Northum ber-
land, in the Province of New Bruns-
wiek, in relation to the necessity of a
breakwater for the protection of fisher-
men at the easterly side of Point Es-
cuminac. He said he believed the hon.
member for Northumberland was in-
duced to make the motion by reason of
the dangers to which the fishermen on
the east coast of New Brunswick and
the Gulf of St. Lawrence were sub-
jected. Around Point Escuminac there
was a great deal of fishing by small
vossels, and, owing to the violent and
oft-recurring storms, many lives were
annually lost. It was important, there-
fore, that the Government should build
a breakwater for the protection of the
fishermen.

Motion agreed to.

Routine Business.
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LIPE-SAVING STATIONS IN
BRITISH COL UMBIA.

RESOLUTIoN rRoPOSED.

Mr. DECOSMOS moved:
" That it is desirable to establish life-

saving stations on the west coast of Van-
cou ver Island, on Queen Charlotte's Islands,
and on the niainland of British Columbia,
north of Fort Rupert, to succour shipwrecked
mariners and to protect their lives aga'nst
the murderous attacks of savage tribes of
Ini dians."

He said he rose for t he object of call-
ing the attention of the Government
to a matter that was of material im-
portance, not merely to our own people,
but to the people of the United States,
whose ships traversed the North Pacifie.
Along the whole west coast of Van-
couver island, there was but one
trading station, and but one missionary,
a Catholie priest. Small vessels oc-
casionally went up the coast to trade.
All along the coast were large numbers
of savage Indians, wbo, following out
their barbarous instincts, murdered the
crews of ships that had been wrecked.
The latest act of cruelty was the
murdering ol a missionary. Much the
same state of things existed on the
Charlotte Islnds, the Indians there,
with the exception of a few who had
been brought under the influence of
.civilization, being as savage as any on
the north-west coast. As an illustra-
tion of this matter lie would read from
the Victoria Colonist, of a year or so
past, a report of what had happened to
an American steamer, which ran from
Portland, Oregon, to Alaska, carrying
the United States mails:

" The steamship ' George S. Wright' while
crossing Queen Charlotte Sound encounter-
ed a most terrifie gale, with the sea running
mountains high. The vessel endeavoured
to keep her course, but a huge wave broke
over ber, putting out the fires. Immediately
afterwards the boiler exploded and in a short
time the steamer sank. In the meantime
the boats were lowered, but, with one excep-
tion, the boats were instantly swamped. The
fortunate, or rather unfortunate, boat con-
tained fifteen white persons and the Wakena
Indian,and reached one ofthe twosmall round
Islands in Queen Charlotte Sound in safety.
At night those saved lit a fire and went to
sleep. The fire attracted a party of Wakena
Indians who, in conjunction with their tilli-
cum who had been saved cut the throata of
the white men while they were asleep, mu-
ilating their bodies in a frightful manner,

Mr. Pmr.

and afterwards threw their bodies into the
water. The disaster occurred close to where
portions of the wreck were washed ashore..

Ie thought the Government ought
to do something in the shape of
appointing agents among the Indians
around that coast, who would prevent
the Indians from indulging in such
conduct, and who would make it their
business to do all in their power to
save the lives of mariners who miglit
be cast upon the shore. It might be
said that the Provincial Government
should make it their duty to attend to
this ; but it could be hardly expected
that the Provincial Government, with
its limited revenue, could afford to
appoint magistrates and agents and pay
them sufficient salary to induce them
to live among the Indians. This was a
duty which devolved upon the Depart-
ment of the Interior. Althoughli British
Columtnia had been six years in the
Confederacy, there had been only two
Indian agents appointed [y the
Dominion Government, one in Victoria
and one in New Westminster. Consider-
able money might have beeii spent
among the Indians of British Columbia,
and spent he believed judiciously; but,
as the Indians were treated as wards
of the Government, a great deal of good
could be done by appointing agents
among the tribes on the coast. The
United States Government had it
under consideration to appoint agents
along their coast from San Francisco, a
distance of 750 miles. He took it that
there ought to be reciprocity in this
matter, and that, as they afforded
protection to our commerce, we ought
to do something to proteet theirs.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he îresumed
all that the hon. gentleman desired
was to call the attention of the Gov-
ernment to the subject. While he ad-
mitted that the subject was an e xceed-

ingly important one, he did not think
the House ought to be asked to pass
such a resolution in advance of the
information which the Government
would have to obtain before they could
develop any particular policy. He had
observed the report which the hon.
gentleman had quoted from the Vice-
toria paper, and other matters of the
same kind also had from time to time
come under the notice of the Govern-
ment, one case in particular, where one
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,of ler Majesty's vessels was despatch-
ed along the coast in consequence of a
crew being ill-treated. The Govern-
ment would, of course, consider any
representations which the hon. gentle-
man or anybody else might make with
reference to the desirability of making
further provision for the protection of
life and property in that part of the
country. De could only say that the
Government would consider what had
bel fer be donc, but they were not pre-
pai ed to say anything definite regard-
ing the matter.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked leave to with-
draw the resolution, in the hope that
the Government would give the ques-
tion consideration.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

DUNDAS POST OFFICE SAVINGS
BANK.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. BAIN moved for a return of the
papers and correspondence respectng
the loss sustained by depositors in the
Savings Branch of the Dundas Post
Office through the absconding and
default of the late Postmaster, Mr.
Thornton, in April last. He said the
gentleman in question, in the latter
part of April last, suddenly left Dundas.
One of the depositors in the Savings
Bank branch of the post-office had
experienced some difficulty in obtain-
ing payment on a deposit, and she
wrote to the Government, drawing
attention to the matter. The Depart-
ment sent the Inspector to ascertain
where the difficulty existed. le did
not wish to attach any blame to the
Inspector for not at once arresting Mr.
Thornton, for the reason that there
appeared to be only one small item
wrong, which the postmaster asserted
was susceptible of satisfactory expia-
nation if lie were able to go to
the office, the postmaster being at
that time at home unwell. When
the Inspector had taken his word
of honour in that respect, and had
left for a short time, the post-
master found it convenient to depart
from the vicinity at once, and it was
presumed that he crossed the boundary
into the -United States. An investiga-

tion of his affairs showed that, while
he had carefully administered the or-
dinary post-office business, yet, when
the books of depositors in the Savings
Bank were examined and compared
with the official records, it was found
that considerable discrepancies existed;
he had apparently carefully gone over
the depositors and selected that
class for his victims who Lad little
or no business capacity. Quite a num-
ber of them, to his knowledge, were
unable to either read or write, and
knew nothing of the necessity of com-
plying with the regulations imposed
by the Post Office Department for the
security of depositors. le secured
himself in this manner. On receiving
deposits from those whom he defrauded,
lie entered the true amounts in the
deposit books of the parties, attaching
the post-office stamp and date as
required by law, but ftiled to mako a
correct return to the Department of
the amount so deposited with him,
Le selecting the deposits made
by uneducated persons who fully
trusted him, on the ground of his
having been postmaster for many
years, and formerly local manager of
the Ontario Bank. The postnaster
was, moreover, a man who was well
known and respected in the locality,
and a pleasant and agreeable person in
his manner. It was provided in the
Post Office Regulations that, if deposi-
tors fail to receive, within ten days,
an acknowledgment from the Post
Office Department at Ottawa for the
amount of their deposit, then they
should apply to the Postmaster-Gene-
ral to ascertain the cause of the delay.
This case was, lie believed, the first of its
kind which had occurred in connection
with the Post Office Savings Bank, and
it showed that the very regulation
adopted as a protection t) depositors,
was, by a clever and unscra pulous man,
turned in such a way as to enable him
to carry out a process of plundering,
which, he had reason to believe, lad
continued during several years. He
personally knew that some of the par-
ties who had had deposits in the post-
office during two or three years,
handed their deposit-books to the
postmaster as required once a
year to have the interest com-
puted ; after the lapse of two or
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three weeks he returned them
to the depositors, assuring them the
books had been at Ottawa, that he had
received the interest for them, which
he handed over, and that the matter
was quite correct. The postmaster then
returned the books to the parties,
frequently, in their presence, putting
them in envelopes and sealing them
up, telling them that the matter was
al right until that time next year, and
the people went unsuspectingly on
their way. There was one case of
peculiar hardship. A person residing
in his immediate vicinity had a brother
sick in California who desired to re-
turn to Canada for the benefit of his
health. This person, who could not
read nor write, went to the post-
master and gave him $100, which he
agreed to forward to his brother,
charging him, in addition, the cost of
the money-order; but Mr. Thornton
quietly put the money in his pocket
and never sent it. He wondered why
he did not hear from his brother, but
continued expecting his return. The
consequence was that nearly a year
elapsed before he became aware of the
facts of the case; and, when he was
able to raise another sum of money to
send to his brother, the sick man was
unable to come home, and found a
grave by the way. On examin-
ing the list of depositors who
were defrauded, he found that the total
amount misappropriated reached be-
tween $7,000 and $8,000, and that out
of fifty-eight depositors no less than
thirty-two were females, of whom a
large number were widows, who natur-
ally placed great trust in an officia[
having a good reputation and occupy-
ing a Government position. He feit,
notwithstanding the fact that those
depositors had failed to comply with
the particular regulations which were
unquestionably established for their
protection, that if ever there was a case
in which individuals had a strong
claim on the lenient consideration of
the Government, it'was the case of these
depositors. The money appropriated
comprised literally the hard earnings
and savings of those who were not in
a position to defend themselves; if they
had been business men he would have
had no sympathy for them. But they
had no knowledge of business require-

Mr. BAMN.

ments, and ho felt the Government
mightjustly, therefore, step aside from
the absolute routine of business,and meet
the fair and strong claims which those
female depositors had on then. Under
these circumstances, he brought the
matter under the notice of the House,
not for the purpose of casting impu-
tations on the Government, for ho had
been courteously treated by the Post-
master-General in representing their
claims for his consideration, but because
it was only just to himself and those
parties who were interested that a
statement of the hardship involved
should ho made, and to show that the
regulations provided for the purpose of
making depositors absolutely safe could
be made effective in depriving that
unfortunate class of depositors-the
uneducated-of the very protection
for which that particular branch of
the Post Office system was established.
He felt, in connection with the subject,
that, if the parties had gone to the
savings branch of an ordinary banking
institution, and taken the action they
did with Mr. Thornton, viz., depositec
the money and received the ordinary re-
ceipt, the stockholders would, in case
of any default of an officer, have been
held responsible for the payment of
those claims, not only to the amount of
their stock, but for an equal additional
amount. Under the exceptional cir-
cumstances the depositors, whose case
he bad submitted to the louse, had a
very strong claim on the Government
for a favourable consideration of their
case, and he hoped they would yet
receive it at their bands.

Mr. MILLS said the Government
could not allow the matter to pass.
The matter was still under the consid-
eration of the hon. the Postmaster
General, and it was impossible to bring
down the papers. There was no ob-
jection to giving the hon. member a
statement of the losses, if he agreed to it.

Mr. BAIN said he had no desire to
place the Government in an awkward
position. Through the courtesy of the
hon. the Postmaster-General. he had
been furnished with a statement of the
names of the individuals and the
amount of their losses. Under the cir-
cumstances, he would ask leave of
the House to withdraw the motion.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

Savngs Bank.
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POSTMASTERSIP OF
VILLAGE.
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ERIN

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. ORTON moved for copies of all
correspondence and papers in reference
to the dismissal of Mr. Wm. Cornock,
from the Postmastership of Erin Vil-
lage, in the county of Wellington. He
said it would appear that Mr. Cornock,
who was instrumental in establishing
the post-office at Erin Village 35 years
ago, had occupied the position of post-
master since that time. It was reported
in the neighbourhood that the reason
why Mr. Cornock had been dismissed
was because he was a Conservative and
an opponent of the hon. member for
South Wellington, and that the dis-
missal had been recommended by that
hon. member. It was important that
the people of that locality should know
whether there were just grounds for
such conclusion. It appeared that Mr.
Cornock in the year 1856 took into his
employ Mr. Carberry, who so remained
until 1871, when he entered into busi-
ness for himself and continued to act
as deputy-postmaster. He would read
to the House a statement of facts as
presented:

" Mr. W. MeDowell, barrister, having gone
tothe Centennial Exhibition, left Mr. Yames
McArthur in charge of his law office.
McArthur called at the post office regularly
for McDowell's letter3 and obtained them,
until a registered one came. Carberry
thought he would not be justified in giving
this up without an order from McDowell and
therefore refused to do so. McArthur per-
sisted in his demand, but as Carberry still
refused, he left the office, returning the fol-
lowing morning and repeating his demand.
Carberry stuck to his decision and as McAr-
thur kept on bothering him, Carberry
ordered him out of the store. It is understool
that McArthur at once set to work to pro-
cure his revenge, the result being that shortlyafterwards, Mr. Stevenson, from the Post
Office Inspector's Office, Toronto, went to
Erin to investigate the matter. While there
hle saw Cornock, Carberry and McArthur,
and also Charles Ferguson, who was in the
post office when Carberry ordered McArthar
out. Nothing more was heard about it by
either Carberry or Cornock until the latter
reeeived the following letter:-

'(Private.)
"'PosT OFFICE INsPECTOR's OFFICE,

" ' TORONTO, 30th Nov., 1876.
' DEAR SiR,-In consequence ofyour ina-

bility to give your personal attention to theduties of Postmaster at Erin, the Postmater
68
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General deems it advisable to cal" upon you
to resign the Office, and I an instructed to
intimate his desire to you. fou will there-
fore address to the Postnaster General a
letter of resignation of your office as Post-
master at Erin, and please forward it under
cover to me.

"'Yours truly,
"' M. SWEETMAN,

"' Post Office Inspector.
"'Wx. CORNOCK, Esq., P. M., Erin.'

l It will be noticed that nothing whatever
was said in this letter about any chargeu
of mismanagenient, the only excuse being,
non-personal attendance. Mr. Cornock felt
he was not being fairly treated a nd addressed
the following letter to the Postmaster-Gene-
ral --

"'ERN, Dec. 5th, 1876.
" 'DEAR Sia,-Your communication ofthe

30th November, requesting me to resign my
position as Postmaster of Erin was duly
received, and after giving it due consideration,
I beg to decline doing so. for the tbllowing
reasons:-lst. I have held the office for over
thirty-five years, and was the first to have an
office established here, and I don't think
during that time there has been any defal-
cation in the office. As for my not attending
to it personally, I think there are plenty of
instances of the sane all over the country.
For instance, the Guelph office was conduc-
ted by a deputy for years, the Postmnaster
himself not living in the town. The persoa
who discharges the duties of this office has
done so for the last fourteen years, and, I be-
lieve, han given general satisfaction. I might
say that if there is anything wrong in the
way the office is conducted please let me
know and I will endeavour to have it renedied
but, as I said before, under the circunstances
I muet decline tendering my resignation.

"'Your obedient servant,
"'W. CORNOCK,

"' P. M. Erin.
"'THE POSTMASTER GENERAL,

"'Ottawa.'
" Mr. Sweetnam again wrote Mr. Cornock

as under
"'PosT OFFICE INSPEcToR's OFFICE,

"'TORONTO, 6th Dec., 1876.
"'(Private.)

"' DEAR S1R,-On the 30tb ult., I wrote you
asking that you would address a letter of
resignation of the Postmastersliip at Erin to
the Postmaster General, and forward it
under care to me, and in which I ponted
out the reasons which would seem, in the
estimation of the Postmaster General, to
render this course advisable. Please let me
hear from you in the matter without further
delay.

"' Your obedient servant,
"'M. SWEETNAM,

"' P. O. Inspector.
"'Mr. W. CoRNooK, P. M., Erin.'

" Mr. Oornock did not reply to this."
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It thus appeared that the only reason
given for the dismissal of Mr. Cornock
was the fact that he had not been able
personally to perform the duties of
postmaster at Erin Village. But it
was well known to hon. members that
there were many similar cases. It
might be said that it would be well for
the public service that the postmasters
themselves should perform the duties,
but such did not seem to be the policy
.adopted.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said the case
was one in which the Post Office
Department was bound to exercise
supervision. From the report of the
Inspector, who was well acquainted
with post-office affairs, it was evident
that the assistant postmaster should
be got rid of. Mr. Cornock was asked
to resign, and, as ho would not do so,
he was, of course, displaced. The hon.
member for Centre Wellington (Mr.
,Orton) appeared to think there was
some difficulty in the case with respect
to the hon. member for South Welling-
ton (Mr. Rymal), but he (Mr. Hunting-
ton) could assure the hon. gentleman
that the matter was purely depart-
mental ; and no other interest except
the public good was taken into account
in the course pursued.

Mr. ORTON said it seemed that the
only sin committed by the deputy-
postmaster was the fact of his not
giving up a registered letter.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he had
told the hon. gentleman, as he would
learn when the papers came down,
that he (Mr. Orton) was entirely mis-
taken, The deputy-postmastbr was
unfit for the place, and the postmaster
being sick, had endeavoured to force
on the Department a distasteful man.

Motion agreed to.

TRANSPORT OF RAILS IN NEW
BRUNSWICK.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. PALMER, in the absence of Mr.
MITCHELL, moved for all letters, tole-
grams, accounts and other papers which
have passed between 'Robert Moffat, of
Dalhouisie, N.B., and the Government
of thdô'Pn in10no, or any of ita members
or offiors, in respect to the traugport
.of cargös ois and ô1er raiTway

Mr. ORTon.

materials from the vessels Colonist
Bessie Parker and Stabstadt, which
vessels arrived at the Port of Dalhousie
in the summer of 1875 ; also communi-
cations with the masters of said vessels
in reference to said materials, and
more especially the communications
between Mr. Peter Grant, district
engineer of the Intercolonial Railway,
and the said Robert Moffat; also copies
of the charter parties under which
said vessels carried said cargoes; also
copies of all contracts and agreements
for the transport and delivery of the
cargoes of the said vessels from the
port of delivery at Dalhousie to Camp
belltown. He said that he was sorry
that he was not more familiar with
the circumstances of the case.
He understood, however, that the ves-
sels named were chartered on behalf of
the Government to bring rails out to
this country ; that the place of delivery,
according to the terms of the charter,
was situated a considerable distance
from where the rails were required;
that they had to be landed at the place
they were at or carried to the point
where they were required, and that the
Engineer or some persons connected
with the matter, got Mr. Moffatt to
convey these materials and rails in
scows, as otherwise the vessels would
have been under demurrage to the
Government and would have to pay a
considerable sum. As he understood
it, this was done under the impression
that the Government would pay the
bill; but, nevertheless, these claims
had not been met. It was represented
to him that the claim was of the
clearest nature, in equity at all events,
although perhaps a contract had not
been formally entered into to secure
delivery in the manner in which it was
done. Unquestionably Mr. Moffat bad
done the service in question; and, if he
did, ho expended money for the benefit
of the Government; and if so, ho (Mr.
Palmer) hoped that the Government
would remunerate him (Mr. Moffat).

Motion agreed to.

THE RICBIELIEU RIVER
FISHERIES.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. ]ENOIT moved for copies ot
all papers relating to the abolition of
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the fisheries in the rapids of the Riche-
lieu, in front of the village of the Can-
ton of Chambly; of the report of the
fishery overseer and of all correspon-
dence of the Government with the
proprietors of the said fisheries, and
with any other person in relation
thereto.

Motion agreed to.

LAKES HURON AND SUPERIOR
INDIAN ANNUITIES.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. BORRON moved for all corres-
pondence between the Government of
the Dominion or any Department
thereof and the Government of On-
tario, in reference to the claim of the
Indians on the north shores of Lakes
Huron and Superior to the arrears of
annuity under the " Robinson " Trea-
ties.

Mr. MILLS said he must inform his
hon. friend that this correspondence
was not complete, nor in a condition
to be brought down, as the hon. gentle-
man was undoubtedly aware the
calculation of annuities was a very
intricate and difficult matter. It would
require very considerable care and
attention to arrive at a proper result.
It was utterly impossible for the matter
to be taken up during the midst of the
Session, and he thought he would have
to tell his hon. friend that he would be
unable to bring down these papers
during the present Session.

Motion agreed to.

INDIAN LANDS IN BRITISH
COLUMBIA.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. DEWDNEY moved for any
correspondence between the Local and
Dominion Governments during 1876,
with reference to the adjustment of
Indian Lands in British Columbia.

Motion agreed to.

,ONTARIO PERMANENT BUILD-
ING SOCIETIES ACT AMEND-

MENT BILL.-(BILL No. 21.)

(-Mr. Hall.)
SECOND READING PosTPONED.

Order for second reading read.

Mr. BLAKE said he had only one
suggestion to make with reference to
this, -Bill. His hon. friend from
Hamilton (Mir. Wood) had a Bill from
the Senate on the Order Paper for the
second reading, and it was intended to
amend theAct to make further provision
for the management of Permanent
Building Societies in Ontario. He
thought it would conduce to the
convenience of building societies and
of the public generally if all the
legislation made during the same
Session, at any rate with reference to
permanent building societies, were
embodied in one Bill.

Mr. HALL said he had no objection
to such a course being taken.

Mr. BLAIN said he understood the
Government intended to deal with the
question. If this was the case, perhaps
it would be as well to consider in Com-
mittee the Govern ment Bill, and em-
body the whole legislation in one
moasure.

Order postponed.

PACIFIC RAILWAY SURVEY
EMPLOYÉS.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming adjourned debate
on the proposed motion of Mr. Cook,
for an Order of House for papers, &c.,
in connection with the engagement of
employés for the Pacific Railway
Survey, read.

Mr. COOK said, when lie mado this
motion, the hon. the leader of the
Government was, unfortunately, not
in his place, and he had the debate
adjourned because in speaking to it he
would be obliged to use language which
would show a conflict between the con-
stituencies of Collingwood and Sarnia,
and he did not wish to make an attack
on the hon. the Premier in his absence.
The question alluded to in the
motion was one of considerable
importance to himself and a part of the
constituencywhich lie had the honour
to represent. Some years ago a line
of steamers ran from Collingwood to
the northern ports of Lake Superior
and Lake Huron. At that time this
was considered a very necessary line
for the transportation of immigrant.
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and for the shipment of supplies to the
parties living on the north shore of
Lake Huron and that vicinity. This
line was composed of the Messrs.
Beatty, who now owned the Sarnia line,
and some other gentlemen who were
now interested in the boats plying be-
tween Collingwood and Lake Superior.
In 1871, Messrs.Beatty had a difference
with the other parties, and they with-
drew fromthe company and established
the line now running from Sarnia,
which was well fitted up, and was
no doubt as capable for the require-
monts of the trade as the Collingwood
line. They were men of great energy
and perseverance, and had taken away
a large portion of the trade of the Col-
lingwood line. In every election con-
test in which he had the honour to par-
ticipate, his political opponents insinu-
at that the hon. the Premier had
used his influence to draw the trade
away from Collingwood. As a repre-
sentative of that place, and at the same
time as a supporter of the Government,
he had reason to believe that the accu-
sation was entirely unfounded, and at-
tributed the Sarnia trade to the per-
sonal efforts and energy of Messrs.
Beatty. In 1874, however, when he
he had occasion to contest his constit-
uency again, the charge was made that
parties hiring men for the Pacifie Rail-
way survey,instead of embarking them
by the Collingwood line, took them by
the Sarnia line. It should be remem-
bered that the persons engaged
in hiring those men, some of
them, at all events, were inter-
ested politically in that constituency.
A great outcry was made that every-
thing was being done to the injury of
Collingwood and the benefit of Sarnia,
and while he was anxious to contradict
the charge, he had nothing on which to
base his denial. The impression that
something was wrong in this respect
was so engrafted upon the minds of a
large number of electors that, in 1874,
ho, as a supporter of the Administra-
tion, was defeated by a considerable
majority. The charge, however, was
not believed by the great mass of the
people of Collingwood ; and, as far as he
was concerned, lie had not the slightest
idea that the hon. the Premier would
stoop to anything so far beneath him.
JEven a large number of Conservatives

Mr. CooK.

in that section did not believe the-
charge, but were of the opinion that
it originated with some designing indi-
viduals who was always on the alert,
and particularly at election times, to
raise cries of this character. He wished
to have tho hon. the First Minister
state that such a discrimination against
Collingwood was not contemplated by
him, and that the Department had
nothing to do with the matter, unless
by the action of some subordinates
who had no jurisdiction whatever in
the case.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was not
aware of any one in his Department
giving such order,and lie certainly knew
nothing at all about the business of
either of the lines of steamships to,
which the hon. member had referred,
further than that the one made its
headquarters at Sarnia and the other-
at Collingwood. He recollected very
well, on the representations of the hon.
gentleman who had just spoken, telling
the Deputy Minister of Immigration
that he ought to sec that both lines
obtained as near as might be one-half
each of the Manitoba immigrants who
had been sent for the Government; and
he believed that the Mennonites went in
alternate squads or divisions to Colling-
wood and Sarnia. Indeed, if he were
rightly informed, the Collingwood lino
obtained a very much larger share of
the Government business than the
Sarnia line-he thought in the propor-
tion of 9 to 13-during the term of the
present Administration. He could not
conceive how any one could have made
a charge of the character referred to
by the hon. gentleman. In 1814, the
Government thought it was much bot-
ter to pay the engineers going to
the North-West here, giving them the
amount of their travelling expenses, and
they were, therefore, at liberty to
go by Collingwood or Sarnia just as
they ploased. He trusted that the
trade of the great North-West would
be sufficient to maintain not only one
line from Collingwood, and another
from Sarnia, but several lines from
these and other parts of Western
Ontario; and that there would be no
jealousy between the different lines.
The Government were bound to see
that they or any of their officiais did
not use any influence in favour of one
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line or the other. He knew nothing of
the proprietors of either line, further
than that it was said the Sarnia line
belonged to Messrs. Beatty, and the
other to certain gentlemen in Toronto,
most of whom, he believed, were poli-
tical friends of bis.

Motion agreed to.

MEANS OF ESCAPE FROM DROWN-
ING BILL.-[BILL No. 68.]

(Mr. Cook.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. COOK, in moving the second
reading of the Bill to authorize munici-
palities to pass by-laws to provide
means of escape for persons falling
into the water in the vicinity of
wharves and docks, said, if the House
allowed the second reading, ho intended
to move for a Select Committee to con-
sider the Bill.

Mr. PALMER said this Bill was a
kind of successor to the Bil his hon.
friend (Mr. Cook) brought forward
every year. He believed the object
was to force the owners of wharves to
keep life-buoys in certain harbours.
He thought the principle of the Bill
had been explained to the House, and
he saw no reason why this Parliament
should be asked to grant powers to
imunicipalities, which, it was perfectly
clear, could be granted by Local Logis-
latures. He did not think the time of
the House should be taken up with
such a Bill.

Mr. BLAKE said, while the Bill, in
its prosent shape, could not be enter-
tained, there could be no doubt that
this Parliament had jurisdiction over
public harbours. Whether arrange-
monts could be made that would meet
the cases of all harbours and docks was
one which should receive the careful
consideration of the House before they
could consent to the Bill. His hon.
friend's proposition was to lot down
ladders along the wharves to the water,
but whether this was a fitting plan
ander all circumstances ho could not
say, and it was questionable whether
municipal corporations had such powers
-as would enable them to carry out this
Act. While ho did not desire to be
-understood as assenting to the pro- i

position contained in the Bill, ho
thought it was fairly a matter which
might go before a Select Committee.
It was desirable that something should
be done, but care should be taken that
the remedy was not greater than the
evil. No doubt there were many cases
of loss of life annually, and the
benefit of some remedy would be by no
means insignificant. He hoped his
hon. friend (Mr. Palmer) would not
object to the second reading of the
Bill, it being understood that the
House was not, as a matter of con-
sequence, committed to the Bill, but
that it would be referred to a Select
Committee.

Mr. PLUMB said the Bill, as it
stood, was a very extraordinary one.
He thought the objects sought by the
provisions of the fifth section as to
municipalities might be reached with
much less machinery. While the pro-
visions might be applicable to the Pro-
vince of Ontario, they might not be ap-
plicable to the other Provinces. Then,
the mode by which it was proposed to
prevent the loss of life might do for
some places and not for others, as,
for instance, where thore was a swift
current. It seemed to him that
the varions conditions attached should
be left to the exigencies of the different
municipalities. A Bill of this kind
should be placed under the charge of
the Government, and the Minister of
Justice should see that it came within
the limits of the Statutes. He did not
sec, however, that there could be any
objection to the Bill going before a
Select Committee, although ho doubted
whether any general Bill could be
framed which would meet the object
sought. The hon. gentleman who in-
troduced it must have strong roasons,
or ho would not so frequently have
pressed the matter before the attention
of the Hlouse, but it was due to the
House that some explanations should
be given.

Mr. BUNSTER said, as representing
one of the largest and best harbours on
the British coast, ho deemed it his
duty to enquire what kind of buoys
were proposed te ho erected.

Mr. DECOSMOS. pointed out that
on the Pacific coast there were animals
in the water which destroyed woodon
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piles in a very short time, and no
doubt they would destroy the ladders
also.

Mr. COOK said lie understood that
the Bouse was already familiar with
the explanations as to the Bill. In
fact, the Bill itself would explain its
object. He might say that he would
be as much affected by the Bill as any
other hon. gentleman in the House, as
he owned a great many wharves. It
would entail much expense to place
ladders down to the water, but still he
thought it should be done. The Select
Committee would, no doubt, deal with
the matter so as to make it las con-
venient as possible for parties owning
docks. There was not a year in which
some valuable lives were not lost in
different parts of Canada by drowning.
He could refer to several in the city of
Toronto, where there were wharves
the whole length of the city, and the
water was five or six feet lower than
the edge of the wharves. Not long
since, a Mail reporter was drowned
along the edge of the water. He had
letters in his desk from several parties
who were conversant with the matter,
expressing the hope that the Govern-
ment would take some action.

Bill read the second time, and referred.

PERMANENT BUILDING
SOCIETIES ACT AMENDMENT

BILL.-BILL No. 101.]

(Mr. Wood.)

SECOND READING POSTPONED.

Order for second reading read.

Mr. WOOD said, at the request of
several members, he would ask that
the Bill be referred to the Committee
on Banking and Commerce.

Mr. IIOLTON said his impression
was that the effect of this Bill would
be to change very materially the Bill
passed two or three years ago in refer-
ence to Permanent Building Societies.

Mr. WOOD: Not very materially.
Mr. IIOLTON said the proposed

Bill would increase the borrowing
powers, and lie thought it would be in
contravention of the Government Bill
which had passed its second reading,
and which was referred to the Banking

Mr. D 0Comos.

and Commerce Conmittee, then
brought back to Committee of the-
Whole, and now stood for its third
reading. Of course, it was for the
Government to decide whether they
would allow the passage of a Bill which
distinctly contravened the principle
affirmed in their own Bill.

Mr. WOOD said the Bill asked for
scarcely anything more as to the bor-
rowing powers of building societies
than they formerly beld. They had
now authority to borrow one-third
more than their paid-up capital. It
was not defined, however, whether
this was to be on bonds or their own
deposits. This Bill asked for double
the powers, but confined it to one-half
upon bonds and one-half upon deposits,
and would actually give greater
security than did the Bill of 1874.
The Bill would not be out of conformity
with the Government Bill, and surely
the House could have no objection to
its going to the Committee on Banking
and Commerce. Of course, if the Bill
was not in conformity with the Govern-
ment Bill, it could be submitted to the
House.

Mr. PALMER said he did not think
the question of enlarging the borrow-
ing powers of building societies should
be ileft to any Committee to settle. Ue
was opposed to any legislation in ther
direction of increasing this power in
view of what was occurring every
as to people losing the money which
they had invested. Unless the Govern-
ment were prepared to affirm the
principle that such societies ought to
have increased borrowing powers, ho
did not think the Bill ought to pass.

Mr. BLAKE: It is not a question of
principle. They already have borrow-
ing powers and the question is should
those powers be increased.

Mr. PALMER said he held thatit
was a matter of principle, and not one
of mere detail to be settled by a Select
Committee.

Mr. PLU RB said lie supposed it was
understood that the societies were in
the nature of savings banks, and recent
legislation had certainly not been in
the direction of increasing their
borrowing powers. He thought that
any such step should be very elosély
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watched and scrutinized. A very large
concession had been made them, when
they were allowed to borrow one-third
more than their capital. Originally it
was not intended that they should
become borrowing societies.

Order postponed.
It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left

the Chair.

After Recess.

CUSTOMS ACTS CONSOLIDATION
BILL.-[BILL No. 19.]

(3fr. Burpee, St. John.)

FURTHER CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

louse resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole further to consider Bill
(No. 19) To amend and consolidate as
amended the Acts respecting the Cus-
toms.

(In the Committee.)
On Section 58,
Mr. COLBY said he doubted the

advantage of re-enacting this clause
with regard to beef cattle. The
exportation of beef cattle to foreign
markets was becoming very important
in Canada, and we had certain natural
advantages for that exportation. In
some places we now had large
establishments for packing and curing
beef. One in his county had lately
been aided by municipal bonuses in
order to secure that market to the
country. It was questionable, however,
whether, if the importation of cattle
in bond from Chicago was permitted,
the farmers would derive the advantages
from these establishments which they
had expected. The farmers of Ontario
were going into cattle-raising as a
speciality to supply the European mar-
ket, and it was well for the Committee
to consider whether we should not be
injuriously affected by permitting
cattle to come in as they had hitherto.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they were
not considering a Customs tarif, but
simply arrangements for the slaugh-
tering of cattle in bond, which would
find its way to the English market
anyway. If we refused to allow it to
1be slaughtered, it would go through the

United States to England, and this was.
simply securing to us a certain portida
of the trade which we would not other-
wise have. The larger our carrying
trade, the larger would be the amount
of business done by our railways and
vessels.

Mr. COLBY said he had not over-
looked that, but, if foreign cattle was
brought into competition with the beef
of the localities, it bad a tendency to
depress the local markets. If these
packing establishments could buy their
meat cheaper in Chicago than in
Canada, they would do so.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he waa
utterly unable to see how slaughtering
cattle in bond and exporting it in bond
could affect manufacturers in Canada.
If the hon. gentleman carried out his
views, he would prevent our carrying
anything which did not originate
in Canada.

Mr. SCRIVER said he was acquaint-
ed with the establishment referred to
by his hon. friend (Mr. Colby), and
knew that they had been compelled to
import cattle from Chicago, being un-
able to obtain all the cattle they wanted
in the vicinity.

Mr. COLBY said that was a mistake.
Mr. BURPEE (St John) said the

regulations were very strict, and every
pound of cattle which came into the
country and was not exported paid the
duty. One of the first applications
for permission to import cattie in bond
was from the firm referred to, in
order to keep their factory going. This
clause had been in the Act for a number
of years and he should be sorry to
see it struck out.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario) said he
thought he understood the point raised
by the hon. member for Stanstead (Mr.
Colby). The only thing that occurred
to his mind was whether the export of
beef from Canada would be affocted by
this practice. He understood that the
Americans now wanted to ship cheese
of inferior quality to Montreal in bond,
to be sent to England as Canadian
cheese, affecting the character of this
article. He could see no possible
objection to having eattle come from
the United States and then slaughtered
in this country for such a purpose.

Customs Acts
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Re only wished that the Government,
in their wisdom, would put a duty on
wheat and flour entering this country,
,and allow them to be manufactured,
like beef, in bond. He thought that
such a course would meet a strong
demand which was now made in this
relation.

Mr. MACKENZIE: But that ques-
tion does not come up in this Bill.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario) said that
the same views which were held with
:regard to beef applied equally cogently
to the questions of wheat and flour.

Mr. COL BY said he did not care to
press the point further. He had felt it
his duty to bring it up for this reason:
lu the instance to which he had re-
ferred, municipalities and inhabitants
had contributed largely to the building
up of the enterprise under the pledge
that it should be a local market for the
sale of those animals and for the local
asdvantage. When the shipment of
cattle from Chicago under this bonded
system-a system unknown to their
people until then-occurred, it created
.a very general and very intense dissat-
isfaction. It seemed to bo a breach of
faith, and a very great hardship that
they should contribute not by way of
taking stock, but of giving bonuses to
,build up an establishment to benefit
themselves locally, and then lose the
entire advantage in case beef could be
bought cheaper in Chicago, and brought
there, than it could be obtained in that
meighbourhood. He declared, as a mat-
ter of fact, that in this instance it de-
pressed the local market very consid-
siderably, and every shipment of
Chicago cattle brought in there
would have such a tendency.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The meat is
not sold in the local market but in
England.

Mr. COLBY: No; but it fills the
place.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It cannot fill
the place, for it does not stop there.

Mr. COLBY said it affected the local
-narket. He was surprised that the
iMinister of Public Works could not
porceive it. The market in that
Iocality consumed fifty head of cattle
daily, and it was an important market
for the farmers living in the neighbour-

Mr. GiBus.

hood. When the shipment to which
the Minister of Customs referred took
place, it created very intense and
general dissatisfaction in two or three
important counties in that section of
the country, and a repetition and con-
tinuation of it would continue to cause
suchdissatisfaction anddisappointment.
le lived nearer to that locality than
some hon. gentlemen who had spoken
on the subject, and he knew it was un-
true that these localities could not have
supplied this market. The purchase
of Chicago beef had been an unfor-
tunate thing for the company; the
whole shipment became tainted and
worthless, and had to be thrown away
to the discredit and damage of the
company. He hoped that the venture
would not be tried again, and he re-
gretted to know that, under the law,
such a thing could be done.

Mr. PALMER said he considered it
unfortunate that so important a prin-
ciple should be discussed under the
then circumstances. If his hon. friend
from Stanstead wanted this or
any other alteration made, he had
better bring the matter before the
House. He held it shouid be a very
grave case to justify them in interfer-
ing with the carrying trade of the
country. He apprehonded that this
was a matter of great importance to
the Dominion. The Minister of Public
Works appeared to think that because
this beef was sold in a foreign market,
therefore we might not have a local
market for it. He could quite under-
stand that what his hon. friend from
Stanstead stated was, true ; that,
although the meat was sold in a foreign
market, Canada was the best route to
Europe, and, as a consequence, western
beef could not be sold in Europe unless
it was brought through high latitudes;
and it could nut come into competition
with Canadian beef, unless it was first
brought into Canada.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Three times the
amount of beef goes from the United
States, perhaps, than from Canadian
ports to Europe.

Mr. PALMER: But it cannot go
with the same facility and convenience
from them as it can from Canadian
ports.

(COMMOKS.] Consolidation Bill.
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Mr. MACKENZIE: Do you want to
.drive this trade away from us?

Mr. PALMER said this was by no
means his desire. This was a very
important matter. In his opinion. a
very strong case would have to be
-made out to justify them in interfering
with the carrying trade of the country.
Americans and every one else ought
to be allowed the greatest possible
facilities to convey produce througf
this country to the European market.

Section agreed to.
On Section 81,
Mr. JONES (South Leeds) said it

enacted that ail spirits brought into
Canada in casks or packa.es of less
size than one hundred gallons should
be forfeited. They, however,' knew
perfectly well that spirits and wines
were brought into Canada in octaves,
.quarter-casks and pancheoris of sixty
gallons, for instance. He could not
see the object of the clause.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) said that
the reason why the size of the package
was limited was to prevent the pack-
ages being put up and smuggled into
the country in vessels or otherwise.
-He did not know, however, what this
regalation had done to prevent
smuggling.

Mr. GOUDGE said the hon. member
for South Leeds would perceive that the
regulation appl ied to very small vessels
-one decked vessels. It was a very
useful precaution.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds): In other
than decked vessels, the clause says.

Mr. GOUDGE: Large vessels may
bring small packages, but small vessels
cannot bring packages containing less
than one hundred gallons.

Section agreed to.
On Section 142,
Mr. PLUMB asked whether this Bill

repealed ail Customs Acts on the
Statute-book.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John): It repeals
ail the Customs Acts, but does not
-affect the Tariff Act.

Section agreed to.
Bill ordered to be reported, with

Certain amendments.
Rouse resumed.
Bill reported.

CULLING OF TIMBER BILL.

FIRST READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
to consider the following resolution:-

" That it is expedient to aniend the Act 38
Victoria, Chapter 34, respecting the culling
and measuring of timber, by repealing the
twelfth section thereof, and by authorizing
the Governor in Council to fix the number
of Cullers to be employed in each Department
of the Supervisor's office, the nuinber in the
Square Tiimber Departnent not to exceed
eighteen ; and to grant annuities not exceed-
ing $200 per annum to Cullers enployed on
Ist May, 1876, and no longer required, or
incapacitated by age or infirnitv, such
annuities to be paid out of any surplus of the
Cullers' office, and also to regulate the
charges for services in the Cullers' office, as
to give average earnings of seven hundred
dollars yearly to each Culler employed."

(In the Committee.)

Mr. LAFLAMME stated that there
were thirty-six cullers, eighteen of
whom were to be dismissed or super-
annuated, from old age or infirmity.
Those who were dismissed would have
$200 superannuation a year maximum,
proportionate to their capacity. There
had been a conference between those
representing the cullers and others
representing the lumber trade, and the
basis of the resolution was agreed
upon. The resolution simply applied
to the calling of square timber.

Mr. BLANCHET said he considered
$200 too smal as a maximum.

Mr. LAFLAMMIE said the intention
was that the superannuation was to fall
entirely as a tax upmn the lumber
trade, and it was agreed that $200
should be the maximum. It the sur-
plus was not sufficient, the fees would
be increased, and if more than sufficient
they would be decreased.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he thought
the maximum should be increased to
$300.

Mr. LAFLAMME said the agree-
ment was a compromise between the
cullers and the trade, who desired
more efficient inspection of lumber, and
at less expense.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said it was un-
deistood wlhen nine or ten cullers had
left the roll a superannuation of $200
should be paid. As the average of
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wages earned now was only about $450,
he thought $200 as superamnation was
very good.

Mr. CURRIER said he thought that
$200 was quite sufficient, since for
the last five years the maximum wages
earned had certainly not been more
than $300. Some of them, of course,
would not be entitled to $200. If there
was a compromise, as stated by the
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue,
the compromise was all on one side.
The lumbermen gained very little by
it. Still, upon the whole, the expenses
of culling would be reduced. What
the lumbermen wanted was an open
list of cullers, and that would have
saved the 'superannuation of any of
them, for then lumbermen could pick
out what'men they liked. It was ad-
mitted that eighteen cullers was more
than the number required to measure
the lumber in Quebec. He had in-
terided to submit an amendment, but
ho would not do so now.

Mr. CAUCHON said he presumed
his hon. friend would like to abolish
the whole institution. But his confrères
in trade did not agree with him on that
point.

Mr. CURRIER said there was not a
single lumberman who dissented from
the open list system.

Mr. CAUCHON said the great ma-
jority favoured the rotation system.

Mr. CURRIER affirmed that ho was
supported by resolutions passed at a
meeting of lumbermen in Quebec. All
the lumbermen agreed, with the excep-
tion of one, ho thou ht, that the open
list system was the best.

Mr. CAUCHON: You are mis-
taken.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
the hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
deserved to be congratulated upon so
early dealing with the subject. If the
cullers were to be roduced, it was mani-
festly just that the wages of those re-
maifing should be increased in propor-
tion to their increase of work. He
thought $200 was a fair superannua-,
tion. If there were eighteen callers,
he did not think it would be necessary
to have an open list.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he was dis-
appointed in seeing that the resolution

Mr. CAITWRIOHT.

did not refer to cullers of deals. He
had hoped that such a measure would
have been prepared, which would not
only be satisfactory to the sqware
timber men, or to those engaged in the
deaL trade, but that the waste in sawid
lumber would also be included. They
had a Cullers' Bill in the State of New
York, and there was a necessity for such
a Bill here as well. Shipments made
to the United States were corrected by
the cullers there, and Canadians had
to accept their corrections; while, if
the lumber could be culled here,
figures could be sworn to and they
would be able to collect.

Mr. COOK denied that there was
any Cullers' Law in New York State.

Mr. ROCHESTER asked who took
charge of shipments when they arrived
in New York if it was not the Govern-
ment cullers.

Mr. COOK said that the commission
merchants did this work. He favoured
reducing the number of callers, and
considered that $800 a year was .not
too much.

Mr. BLANCHET said that the assist
ance which the cullers found it nee-
essary to engage had the effect of
reducing their salaries. le would
favour a still larger reduction in the
number of cullers in order to giva
sufficient remuneration.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
ho would be very sorry to reduce the
fair earnings of the cullers, but, looking
at the quantity of timber arriving at
Quebec for the last four years, they
were not employed for more than .30
days. There was nothing to prevent
the cullers from pursuing other empley-
ment, and he believed that such WAS
frequently the case. He considered the
average amount placed in the reso-
lution quite sufficient to remunerate
the cullers. As regarded sawn lumber,
ho believed the same difficulty would
arise if the lumber were culled here,
as the Americans would not accept
our specifications.

Mr. CURRIER said the average
earning of a culler was, formerly, from
$450 to $470, which included abôut
thirtydaya' work. The number would
he reduced one half-eighteen-uider
the B.'1, and their average ear4nigs
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increased to $700, which would be
placing the cullers in a better position.
He did not coIrplain of the reduction
made in the number of cullers, but, if
the open list system were adopted, it
would do away with the possibility of
Government having to superannuate
any of those mon. As to the culling of
deals, when the question was discussed
in Quebec last fall, the manufacturers
objectec to any change being made in
the law. About Quebec, every manu-
facturer employed a man of his own
to cull deals. Under the circumstances,
he did not find fault with the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue for not
having dealt with the culling of deals
question.

Resolution agreed to, and ordered to be
reported.

House resumed.
Resolution reported, read the frst and

second times, and agreed to.
Mr. LAFLAMME introduced a Bill

(No. 103) To amend the Act respect-
ing the culling of timber.

Bill read thefirst time.

J)MISSION OF NEWFOUND-
LAND FISH AND FISH-

OIL BILL.

FIRsT READING.

House resolied itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolution :-

" That it is expedient to provide that the
Governor in Council, on being satisfied that
the standards of inspection of fish and fi@h-
oil in Newfoundland are equal in quality,
grade for grade, to those of Canada, may, by
proclamation, so declare, and that while such
p;oclamation is in force, fish and fish-oil
Inspected in Newfoundland, and being the
produce of the fisheries thereof, may be ad-
mitted to the markets of Canada, and other-
wise dealt with as if inspected in Canada."

(In the Committee.)

Mr. LAFLAMME said the resolution
was submitted in order to facilitate the
fish trade between Newfoundland and
Canada. There had been a regular
system of fish inspection in Newfound-
land which entir-ely corresponded with
that adopted in the Dominion, and, at
the present time, after the fish had been
mfspected in NewfoundliÉnd, it was sub-
Jected to a second inspection when it

arrived in the Province of Quebec or
any other part of Canada. The reso-
lution had for its object to authorige
the Governor in Council, when satisfied
that the mode of inspection corres-
ponded entirely with the requirements
of the Canadian law, to decide that flh
having been so inspected in Newfound-
land, should be accepted as if inspected
in the Dominion.

Resolution agreed to, and ordered to
be reported.

bouse resumed.
Resolution reported, read the first and

second times, and agreed to.
Mr. LAFLAMME introduced a BiIl

(No.104)To provide for the admission of
fish and fish-oil into Canada, inspected
in Newfoundland.

Bill read the first time.

QUEBEC HARBOUR AND PILOT-
AGE ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. SMITH (Wostmoreland) moved
for leave to introduce a Bill (No. 105)
to further amend the Acts providing for
the management and improvement of
the harbour at Quebec, and of the
Pilotage Act of 1873.

Bill read the fßrst time.

INSURANCE ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BILL No. 36.]

(Mr. Cartwright.)

CONSIDERED 'IN COMMITTZE.

bouse resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 96)
To amend and consolidate the several
Acts respecting Insurance.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. BOWELL asked if the Bill had
been reprinted as amended. Ie
believed it would be but fair to have it
reprinted for the benefit of those *ho
were not on the Committee, and who
consequently had no knowledge of the
amendments-and they were important,
in his opinion-which had been intro-
duced.

Mr. HOILTON said that the changes
were of some importance, undoubtedly,
but they were not voluminons. An
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alteration had been made, for instance,
in the repealing clause. Some doubt
had been expressed as to its having the
effect,as originally stated, of extinguish-
ing the old mutual companies, and it
was so amended as to make that point
perfectly clear. He did not think that,
if hon. gentlemen would look at the
draft of the Bil, they would desire it
to be reprinted, in view of the few
changes made.

On Section 11,

Mr. BLAIN said lie was afraid that
it was not correctly drawn, as to the
process being served upon any of the
agencies of companies in the different
Provinces. Parties, for instance, having
-a process to serve, and residing in
British Columbia, should not be com-
pelled to go to the city of Montreal to
serve it. He understood that the
clause was to be so altered as to name
one place at least in each Province
-where process might be served.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said this point
was raised in the Committee, but the
-decision of the Committee was adverse
to it.

Mr. BLAIN said this was not the
-ase.

Mr. C/ARTWRIGHT: I remember
the discussion, but I was not aware of
that decision.

Mr. BLAKE: The clause had better
pass, and the amendment can be in-
.serted on the third reading.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: We will re-
ceive the suggestion; at all events we
,can consider it on the third reading.

Section agreed to.

Mr. YOUNG said, before the Com-
mittee rose, he would say he regarded
the Bill as a very valuable one indeed,
but it appeared to him that, as it was
at present before the Committee, there
was one very serious defect in it, viz,
ýthat reserves to be put up by foreign
<x>mpanies were not to be for the bene-
fit of Canadian policy-holders alone. As
they were well aware, this question was
discussed before the Banking and Com-
merce Committee very considerably.
He only rose to say that, when
the report was to be received, lie
would test the feeling of the
Rouse with regard to that point, as he

Mr. HOLTOI.

thought it would be unadvisable to raise
the question at the present time in
such a very thin House. When the
report was to be received, he proposed
to move an amendment of the same
character as he moved before the Com-
mittee, viz: That the reserves to be
held by foreign companies in Canada
should in all cases be for the benefit of
Canadian policy-holders alone. The
principle of the Bill was that full re-
serves should be put up by all foreign
companies doing business in Canada
hereafter, but in the case of stock com-
panies the reserves would be for the
enefitof Canadian policy-holders only,

an exception being made in the case
of mutual companies. His humble
opinion was that it was very import-
ant to make the change that he had
indicated, knowing, as they did, the
great number of failures of such com-
panies which had lately taken place in
the United States; and he thought
that the reserves of mutual companies,
as well as of stock companies, should
be for the benefit of Canadian policy-
holders alone.

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.

House adjourned at
Ten minutes before

Eleven o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 3rd April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

POST OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BILL No. 96.]

(Mr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the third time, and passed.

ADULTERATION PREVENTION
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 86.]

(Mr. Lafiamme.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the third time, and pased.
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NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No.74.]

(Mr. Mills.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the third time, and passed.

INSOLVENT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BILL No. 60.]

(Mir. Blake.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 60)
to amend the Insolvent Act of 1875,
and the Act in amendment thereof.

(In the Committee.)

On Section 5,
Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said

it seemed to him that the proposition to
alter the time of publication of the
first meeting of' creditors from three
weeks to ten days was a move in the
wrong direction. As much publicity
as possible, not interfering with the
interests of creditors, should be given.
The clause with reference to the time
of advertising had better remain as it
was.

Mr. BLAKE said this was a mere
consequential amendment ; the whole
object in view was to accomplish what
those who were most versed in these
matters considered an important thing
-the shortening to the greatest pos-
sible reasonable extent of the period
between the issue of the writ of attach-
ment and the making of the assign-
ment and the tirst meeting of the
creditors. To do this the period of
advertisement must be shortened to
some extent. He had originally
adopted the hon. gentleman's view, and
it was not until the suggestions of per-
sons versed in the matter showed him
that it would be impracticable that ho
altered the clause in this manner.

Section agreed to.
On Section 11,
Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said ho

had opposed the passage of an Insol-
vency Law since 1864. Ie now found,

however. that it was of no use to do so,
the last vote having shown a larger
majority in its favour than was the case
during former years, and he conse-
quently was now ready to support the
Bill, and make it as acceptable as
possible to the people. He was glad
to hear the Minister of Justice invite
amendments from both sides of the
House. He proposed that inspectors
should be appointed: one for Ontario,
in which last year there were 873
failures; one for the Province of
Quebec, in which 600 failures took
place last year, and one for the Prov-
inces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island, in which
last year's failures amounted to 251
in number, making in all 1,724. For last
year in Ontario the amount of liabili-
ties was $9,488,052; in the Province
of Quebec they were $13,678,616; and
in the other Provinces mentioned
$2,351,302, making, in all, $25,577,991,
a very large amount. He thought it
would be but right under the
circumstances to have inspectors
appointed to look after these interests.
During the last four years the amount
of liabilities concerned in the failures
that had taken place was $74,502,000,
an immense sum; and, in 1873, though
there were only 994 failures, the lia-
bilities amounted to $12,324,000. The
salaries he proposed for the inspectors
were $3,000 for those of Ontario and
Quebec, and $2,000 for the inspector
in the Maritime Provinces, making, in
all, $8,000, amounting to about one-half
of three-eighths of a cent per cent. on
the total liabilities. He thought that
this would bring about a great gain, to
the extent of five or seven and a half
per cent. on the proceeds cf estates.
He had spoken to a great inany mem-
bers on both sides of the House on the
subject, and lie had found them at all
events favourably disposed towards
his proposition. He recommended
that inspectors should, in any case, be
tried for one year. If the salaries he
proposed were considered too high by
the Minister of Justice, or by the
Government, he would suggest that
they be paid $2,500 in the Provinces
of Ontario and Quebec, and $ 1,375 for
the other Provinces, about one-quarter
of a cent per cent. on the total liabilities
of last year. Each insolvent's liabilitieâ
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in the Dominion last year averaged
$14,800, and in the United States
$21,000. In 1876, in the United
States, there were 9,920 failures,
liabilities $191,000,000; and in 1875
7,740 failures-liabilities, $201,000,000.
Bu found that the dividends paid in
the Dominion last year on insolvent
-estates amounted to 224 c. on the dollar;
and also that tbe insolvents' 'assets

.averaged from 60 to 75 per cent.; and
he would like to find out what had be-
come of the difference between the 22c.
and 60c. le, for his part, considered
that a very large amount in this rela-
tion was squandered between the as-
:signees and the lawyers; and he pro-
posed the appointment of inspectors,
whose duty it would be to look after
assignees and also after the lawyers.
With regard to the proposition to re-
quire the payment of fifty cents on the
dollar, lie remembered that, two years
ago, the Minister of the Interior pro-
posed that each insolvent should be com-
pelled to pay ten cents on the dollar.

Mr. BLAKE said bis hon . friend had
better defer bis remarks on this point
until they came to Sec. 15, to which
they applied.

Mr. ROSS said he assented.
Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he entirely

approved of Sec. 11. It was not in
accordance with the principles of jus-
tice that a partner of an assignee
should be allowed to practise before
such an assignee when acting in
a quasi-judicial position. The in-
apectors of an estate had employ-
ed a partner of an assignee
to present claims before that assignee,
and he desired the clause to be so
worded that inspectors could not em-
ploy partners of an assignee for such
;a purpose.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said that
the inspectors for whom provision was
made in the Bill were useless. He
contended that the appointment of in-
spectors as he had suggested would be
a great benefit to all interested in the
insolvent estate-to the croditors, the
insolvent, and the public at large.

Mr. WOOD said tþat the appoint-
ment of Government inspectors had
beeu fully discussed by merchants, by
lawyers, and by members ofehe Com-

Mr. Rom.

mittee; and the conclusion at which
they had arrived was that such a sys-
tem would merely furnish sinecures
for persons whom the Government
would have to appoint. Creditors at
present obtained little enough out of
these estates, and, if the burden of ap-
pointing inspectors or accountants was
further laid on them, it would reduce
the dividends still more, and take so
much more money out of their pockets.
If the inspectors did their duty accord-
ing to the terms of the Bill, the system
would work very well. The law as
proposed should have a couple ofyears,
fair trial before any new weight was
laid on creditors in the shape of a
proposition to find employment for
some drone or other.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said he
did not agree with the statement that
the appointment of such inspectors
would be any add itional charge on
bankrupt estates. Under the present
law, power was given to appoint in-
spectors and this necessarily entailed
a charge on such estates. le did not
know but that the suggestion of the
hon. member for Prince Edwàrd
(Mr. Ross) was worthy of considera-
tion. Still, lie did nlot suppose that it
could be taken up during the present
Session. In the meantime, the Govern-
ment would have an opportunity of
ascertaining the views on this point of
those who had had charge of estates
during the last two or three years. He
supposed that so far from such appoint-
ments entailing any additional charge
on estates, the result would rather be
the very reverse.

Mr. YOUNG said lie wished to ask
the Minister of Justice whether, under
this clause, an inspector would be pre-
vented from engaging bis own part-
ners to act as counsel in winding up
the affairs of an estate. He was aware
of such a case having occurred; the
inspector, having been a gentleman of
the long robe, had employed, he be-
lieved, bis own firm, and out of $10,000,
$2,500 vere consumed in legai ex-
penses.

Mr. BLAKE said he proposed
to make a slight alteration in the 12th
clause to cover the suggestions, made
by the hon. member for Frontenac

(tick) and the hon, mem-
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'ber for South Waterloo (Mr. Young),
'The suggestion of the hon. member
for Prince Edward (Mr. Ross) had
been communicated to him pre-
viously, and he had had some discus-
sion "with the hon. gentleman and
other members on the point. At first
sight, it appeared to possess consider-
able merit, and there could be no doubt
whatever that a failure to use the
powers with which creditors were en-
trusted and a degree of slackness
in the administration of estates existed,
and this was very much to be de-
plored. The difficulty which beset
him in this relation was one which, he
fancied, had also beset his predecessor,
who had, at one tiime, put on the table
of the House a resolution drawn in
that direction, but who had not prose-
cuted it further. He greatly appre-
hended that, so long as creditors-who
had the fullest powers of determining
who should be their assignee or agent,
and who had the fullest power of regu-
lating and controlling and punishing
and admonishing and exposing the
assignee or agent if appointed, and of
displacing him if fouiid untrustworthy,
and who had the fullest power of
appointing one or more of these inspec-
tors to watch over the assignee or
agent, and of remunerating them as
they pleased, or not at all if they so
pleased-found it impossible to manage
their own affairs ihrough themselves
or the person placed in charge, this
state of things would not be improved
by the appointment of these Govern-
ment inspectors-one for Ontario, one
for Quebec, and one for the Maritime
Provinces-to look over the accounts
and attend to the administration of
estates scattered over the wide range
of those Provinces, and paid by salary
or by fees. He would express io
decided opinion on the inatter, but the
conclusion he was at present disposed
to draw was this : That the inspection
of these persons would, necessarily, be
of a cursory or perfunctory character
in the bulk of cases, and that the
sense of responsibility which weighed
on the assignee, and which oug lit to
weigh on the inspectors, would be
removed, or, to a large extent, be
diminished by the fact of a Govern-
ment official being appointed, whose
duty it would be to inspectthe acunts,

while there would be no actual efficient
inspection substituted for it. This was
hisdifficulty. He would take the liberty
of repeating to the Committee what he
had more than once stated with refer-
once to the InsolvencyActs: while they
could not expect any such law to work
satisfactorily, it could be expected that
no Act would work tolerably so long
as the creditors, the persons most
interested in these estates, did not
take an interest in them after the
insolvencies had occurred ; and, if they
did not think it worth while to look
after the portion of their business
which had gone into insolvency as
they did after the portion which had
not gone into insolvency, they might
depend upon it that no other result
would occur. He considered that the
remedy for this state of things lay in
the appointment of one or more
inspectors, at moderate remuneration,
to look after the interests of creditors.
He believed that a merchant who was
appointed an inspector, who happened
to be a creditor and engaged in other
business, might, not unnaturally, feel
that lie was asked to bear a loss greater
than the other creditors. If a moderate
remuneration were paid to inspectors,
and creditors made them understand
that they were expected to discharge
their duties faithfully, he believed the
duty would be better performod, in
each individual case, by merchants
interested than by official inspection.
If we could not get a merchant inter-
ested in the estate to serve efficiently,
we condemned by that very proposition
the idea that we could secure efficient
inspection in the manner suggested.

Mr. BARTHE said that the officers
who were named by the Government
ought to be paid by the Government.
As assignees were appointed by the
Government, the proposition to have
inspectors appointed by the Govern-
ment had a raison d'être. It appeared
logical. An assignee named for a dis-
trict became an officer of the court;
lie was under the direct control of the
Government, which could displace him
if he did not do his duty. While in
principle opposed to the Insolvency
Law, which, in his opinion, sanctioned
an immoral principle, in relieving a
man from the payment of a legitimaIt4
debt, stili, as it existed, he was dis-
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posed to make it as useful as possible
in conformity with the views of the
majority. He did not see any remedy
but this: The appointment of as-
signees by the Government in each
district, and the appointment by the
Government of inspectors in each
Province to watch over them. A
striking fact resulting from the discus-
sion of the law was this: Those who
had taken part in it had agreed that it
was defective and vicious, and that it
gave rise to an immense quantity of
abuses. The Government had obtained
a majority against the proposition he
had made for the abolition' of the law,
simply on account of the amendments
proposed by the Minister of Justice to
remedy the evil, and to make the
measure acceptable to the people. He
had examined these amendments with
-great care, and certainly some of them
were useful; but, even when they were
adopted, ho did not sec that the result
would be more satisfactory to the
public. For example, the proposi-
tion to compel the payment of
fifty per cent. had been discussed
in the House and elsewhere; and he
was convinced, from the experience ho
had had of the working of the law,
that, in practice, this amendment
would be far from giving satisfaction,
even to the creditors, for, in the
majority of cases, the bankrupt would
not be able to pay fifty cents on the
dollar and costs; and what would be
done under these circumstances ? The
bankrupt would secrete money in a
fraudulent manner, at the expense of
his creditors, and continue in business
in the nane of a brother, his wife,
a brother-in-law, or of some other
person. A large estate might pay
fifty cents and costs, as the fees of the
assignees would be less considerably,
comparatively speaking, in these in-
stances; but, in the generality of cases,
he was convinced that the provision in
the law obliging the insolvent to pay
fifty cents on the dollar and costs
before he could get his discharge,
would open a new door to fraud, and
would be a new cause of ruin. He
understood that the Minister of Justice
was to take into consideration, during
recess, the suggestions made in this
regard last year; and he was certain
that, while these might not be unac-

Mr. BARTH£.

ceptable with regard to the appoint-
ment of assignees, they would make
the law so impracticable and unpopular
as to enforce its repeal. He w ould not
then, however, enter into the merits of
the discussion, apropos of this law, but
he considered it to be his duty to move
the following amendment :-" And be
it enacted that this Act shall remain
in force until the end of the next
Session of Parliament, but not longer."
He hoped that, before the termination
of the next Session, the Government
and the majority of the members
would come to the conclusion that a
law which had caused so much ruin
and demoralization in the country
should be swept from the Statute-
book, never again to be enacted.

Xir. DAVIES said he did not concur
with the hon. member for Prince-
Edward that the appointment of Gov-
ernment inspectors would be an im-
provement in the Bill. The appoint-
ment of inspectors by the creditors was
the best s, stem. A Bankruptcy Law
had only existed in Prince Edward
Island, he might state, during the last
few years. Previously, unfortunate
debtors had to go to prison, or leave
the limits of the town; and, when a
Bankruptcy Act came into force, the
other extreme was gone to, and the
result was that for eight or ten years
creditors received nothing. This was
generally termed " Going through the
mili." He remembered very well the
first case of any magnitude which came
up under the present law; the legal
gentlemen engaged had not studied the
Act, but they thought they would carry
the alleged unfortuuate debtor through.
But, when they looked into the law,
they found that this could not be donc.
The case related to an assignment of
goods in transit and of goods in a ware-
house. The result was that the credi-
tors agreed to accept the Government
allowance of 33J per cent. It was
generally believed that a good deal
more could have been secured, but the
parties concerned thought that, if the
estate was put into insolvency, a
great deal of money would be con-
sumed in the payment of expenses.
In small communities, there was-un-
doubtedly a great deal of influence
brought to bear in such cases, and
perhaps the large creditors were dis-
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posed to be lenient to the person sup-
posed to be an unfortunate debtor, and
in that way the man got tbrough.
Under the present Bill the creditors
had everything in their own hands.
They appointed an inspector,who went
through the accounts and reported to
the creditors, and upon that report the
latter acted. He did not think the
appointment of official inspect ors wou4l
be any improvement on the present
system. In bis Province, the Act had
worked satisfactorily. If creditors had
not obtained as mueh as they ought to,
it was their own fault. Going into in-
solvency had unfortunately become too
much -of a business. People who found
themselves in small difficuilties, from
which they might clear themselves by
a little effort. found it easier to com-
pound with their creditors. Merchants,
however, should exorcise a little more
care when there was an Insolvency Act
in operation, and not give credit in
.doubtful cases. By that means, a great
deal of the evil complained of would
be avoided.

Mr. POULIOT said the greatest
number of merchants did not suffer on
account of failures; those who paid
the bills were certainly the consumers.
The wholesale merchants made up for
their losses by charging greater prices;
for instance, instead of making ten,
they would realize fifteen per cent.
profit on their sales. He approved
of the suggestions made by the
Minister of Justice. If adopted,
they would tend to protect society.
An inspector would be named, and
would be paid for bis services ; and it
would be his duty to look after the
estate. At present, inspectors were
not obliged to perform these duties.

Mr. MITCHELL said it was well
known that he was one of those who
held that the Insolvency Law had done
its work. Insolvencies were daily oc-
curring, and they had swollen to such
an enormous extent, that one could
not help coming to the conclusion that
there was something wrong with re-
lation to the insolvencies occurring in
this country. lie thought that the
Act should be repealed. Additional
changes had been made in the law
Yearly, during the last seven years, and
he thought that it had been yearly
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made worse. When he looked at the
ill before the Ilouse, and saw the tin-

kering attempted in the existing
measure, he believed that it was ren-
dering confusion more confounded.
What was going to be the effect of the
Bill? He would take the liberty of
discussing a clause which they had not
yet reached-with relation to the per-
centage which had to be paid before an
insolvent could get his discharge.

Mr. BLAKE rose to a point of order.
He thought it quite clear that each
clause should be discussed as it came
up in succession.

Mr. MITCHELL said lie would not
persist in speaking on the point in
question.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said the
Minister of Justice had practically
admitted in his argument that paid
inspectors would be an improvement
on the measure as it stood.

Section agreed to.
On Section 12,
Mr. BLAKE proposed, in order to,

meet the views of the hon. members
for Frontenac and Waterloo, to insert
atter the word " inspector," in the third
line, " nor shall any inspector employ
any person being his partner or being
the partner of any assignee."

Mr. KILLAM said he did not think
the duties of inspectors were
sufficiently clearly defined in the law
of 1875. The clause relating to these
officers simply stated that inspectors
should superintend the winding-up of
the affairs of the estate. The assignee
was required to deposit money in the
bank, and only to withdraw it on a
cbeque signed by himself and one of
the inspectors, who, however, were
not required to look after the deposits.
le knew of very serious cases which
bad occurred, in which, for default of
security, creditors had suffered largely.
He thought the clause should be so
worded as to make it the duty of
inspectors to see money deposited
when, or within a very short time
after, they were received. They should
also inspect the dividend sheets, and
see that dividends should be declared,
and pay more attention to the affairs of
estates generally than they had been in
the habit of doing. Of course, inspeo-
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tors could be sued for negligence in
these cases, but he thought that very
gross negligence would have to be
proved to recover damages.

Mr. FRASER said that the duties
connectod with the management of an
estate were very various, and ho was
.afraid that, if specific rules were laid
down, it would rather make matters
worse. He thought that no inspector
did his duty unless he supervised the
proceedings of the assignee, and, from
time to time at comparatively brief
intervals, looked over the accounts and
saw how things were going on, and
verified the balances laying in the
bank. A code of rules would be very
difficult of application.

Mr. KILLAM said he thought that
if diligence was imposed on inspectors
this would have some beneficial effect.

Mr. BLAKE said ho would look into
the matter before the Bill reached its
last stage. They should remember
that, if 1oo mniany duties were imposed,
persons might refuse to accept the
position of inspector.

Mr. MITCHELL said the Minister
-of Justice had stated that it was a duty
which the creditors owed to themselves
and the public to attend to their inter-
*ests and look after these estates, and
that, if they did not do it, an inspector
:appointed by the Government could
scarcely be expected to undertake that
supervision which those directly
interested in the estate ought to see
was undertaken and preferred. He
recently conversed with gentlemen
in Montreal who, to their deep regret,
were largely concerned in insolvent
estates. They were two of the largest
importers in Montreal, and, believing
it was their duty in the interests of the
other creditors and the public to make
an example of a fraudulent debtor, they
had spent one month out of three in
Court looking after the matter. He
asked them if they would pursue the
same course in relation to other claims,
and the leading one replied : " I will
never follow another case in Court ;
the trouble and labour is such that we
had better lose our debts." He did not
think the amendments wonld improve
the law, whiqþ he thought had had no
good resuIts. The proposed alterations
were simply tinkering with the law

Mr. KILLAM.

and would only lead to greater con-
fusion in the future.

Mr. MACDONALD(CentreToronto)
said he thought it was forgotten that
the parties appointed as inspectors
generally had an interest in the estate,
which was the best guarantee that they
would endeavour to bring it to a satis-
factory conclusion. Hfe admitted that
tirere was great force in the remarks
of the hon. member for Yarmouth (Mr.
Killam) and that sueh a case as was
referred to might have occurred. As
a means of preventing the recurrence
of such cases, he would suggest that
the hon. the Minister of Justice should
introduce a clause to the effect
that every assignee should be
compelled when he had a fund of
five cents in his hands to declare a divi-
dend. Such a clause would prevent
assignees having any large amount in
their control at one time.

Section agreed to.
On Section 14,
Mr. COLBY said it was proposed to

strike out the clause in the old Act
which conferred discretionary powers
on the Judge, and substitute one which
made it peremptory, except with the
limitations in the subsections, for a
debtor to pay fifty cents on the dollar
before he could get his discharge. It
was a matter of great importance, and
one deserving the serious consideration
of the House, whether this change was
a desirable one at this time and in the
present condition of the country. His
own conviction was that it was not,
and that it would be fraught with very
great danger, and that its consequences
might be very serious upon the
struggling merchants. Under the
systemof voluntary assignments,where
a man could throw himself into insol-
vency, it was right and logical to exact
that his estate should pay a reasonable
percentage in order to entitle him to a
discharge; but under the Act of 1875
the debtor had no right at all in the
matter. fHis estate was taken possesion
of and wound up by the creditors. It
was a monstrous hardship, and was an
illogical and unfair propositionto say
that an estate must, under such circum-
stances, paya given percentage-much
less to pay an unreasonable percent-
agesuch as the amendment proposed
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to fix. An hon. member had informed
the House that the average dividends
of insolvent estates was only 22J per
cent. Were we then to have a law
whose practical working would not
permit a man to obtain his discharge ?
He had before him a statement pre-
pared by a gentleman well known to
this House, and one whose name, if
mentioned, would be received with the
highest respect, bearing on what a
country estate would pay. He assumed
an estate of $12,000-one half in
merchants' stock and the other in book
accounts-and showed that when it
came to be wound up, under the most
favourable circumstances, the stocks
would hardly bring 62J per cent.,
which would be $3,750, and that it
would be a favourable sale if the book
accounts brought 50 per cent., which
would be $3,000. There would always,
this gentleman pointed out, be privi-
leged claims, and costs of which
a moderate estimate would be $1,000,
which would leave a total of $5,700 at
the disposal of the creditors, and, there-
fore, according to the proposed law,
would not entitle the debtor to his dis-
charge. But this estimate of what the
estate would realise was very liberal.
It would be more reasonable, more in
accordance with actual results, to esti-
mate the goods sold en bloc at about
40c. on the dollar, and if the book
accounts were sold for 33c. it would
not be a bad sale. This would make
the estate pay about 30 per cent. He
ventured the assertion that insolvent
estates would not, and in these times
could not be expected to pay the high
average of fifty cents to the dollar. As
he said the other day, an estate com-
posed of broken stocks of goods, book
accounts, lands and mortgages in lands,
which might be appraised at 150c.
on the dollar of the liabilitieswould. if
sold, not realize fifty cents on the dollar.
He did not want the solvent merchant,
he did not want the men who, if left
to themselves, might extricate them-
selves from their difficulties, he did not
want these men to be brought under
the Operation of this law, and
to be ground down and stripped
of their property, and then not
get their discharge under circum-
stances of this kind. Did the
House understand the ordeal which a

est

merchant had to pass before he could
get bis discharge under the operation
of the law as it now stood ? He would
look at the clauses of the present Act
in reference to this. By the 25th
clause, the insolvent, in the first in-
stance, was subjected to a most rigor-
ous examination with regard to his
affairs, and by a subsequent clause his
wife and others who would be most
conversant with his affairs might also be
subjected to a most rigorous examina-
tion. Then it must be shown that
there had been no collusion and no
fraud; there must be no suspicion of
fraud, or any evil practice. It must also
be shown that there were proper book
accounts kept : otherwise Le could not
get his discharge. Clause 57 provided
that before a debtor could get his dis-
charge the evidence must show that he
had not been guilty of misconduct; that
in the management of his business he
had not been extravagant ; that he had
not been reckless in endorsing or being
surety; that he had not incurred debts
with no reasonable prospect of paying
them; and that he had not been negli-
gent in keeping his accounts. If lie
had failed in any of these particulars,
his discharge might be suspended under
the operation of the present law. He
(Mr. Colby) submitted that the exist-
ing Act was sufficiently rigorous for
these hard times. The other day, one
of the strong arguments used by the
hon. member who resisted the appeal
of the Insolvent Act-and it was an
argument which went a long way-
was that the repeal of the Act would
not suit the peculiar conditions of
these hard times, that it was unwise
to repeal the Act at this time, and that
it would throw the country into great
difficulties. If this was a forcible
argument against the repeal ofthe Act,
it was equally forcible against the modi-
fications proposed by the Minister of
Justice. If the experiment was to be
tried of not giving a debtor his dis-
charge unless he could pay fifty cents to
the dollar, some more advantageous
period should be chosen, and not the
present time, when honest merchants
were struggliig under such greut diffi-
culties to keep their heads above water.
He knew that the hon. the Minister of
Justice in the 3rd subsection proposed
a new feature. The Minister of Justice
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said that the debtor might rid himself
of all these difficulties if, when
he became insolvent, when he
knew that he was insolvent,
he notified bis creditors to that effect,
and bis creditors did not choose to
throw him into insolvency. The hon.
the Minister of Justice was in favour
ofvoluntary assignments. He knew and
acknowledged that the House and the
country were opposed to that system,
and he was now ingeniously endeav-
ouring to obtain his object by a side
wind. He (Mr. Colby) would not go
the length of saying that, in no cir-
cumstances, or in no condition of the
country, would a provision of thât kind
work well ; but it would be very
unwise to make it operative without
at least a year's notice in these depres-
sed times, when, as an hon. member
had lately said, the wholesale merchant
was carrying the retail dealer. It
would be very hard, under such cir-
cumstances, to compel a man to come
out with a disclosure of bis affairs in
order to throw himselfinto bankruptcy.
He did not believe that the provision
would have che practical effect which
the Ministor of Justice seemed to think
it would have. He did not believe that
mon who had a pride in their reputa-
tion, who had a desire not to go into
bankruptcy, but who desired to keep
an honoured name in mercantile circles,
would avail thomselves of this provi-
sion, and would be willing, for the sake
of the little immunity they would get,
to throw themsolves hopelessly into
bankruptcy. These would be the last
men to avail themselves of this provi-
sion, at all events until they were
so far gone that their estates
could not realize fifty cents on the I
dollar. He knew of an estate which
had been unsettled for twolve months,
although it was in the hands of an as-
signee and judiciously inspected, and t
aided by the best efforts ofthe insolvent.
It had been estimated at 90c., but,
notwithstanding the combined efforts
of all, it was doubtful if it could realize
25c. on the dollar. The estates of il
many country merchants consisted in u
part of real estate and mortgages upon h
real estate, which would not bring n
nearly their value, and the same was c
the case as to their stocks, which were t
usually sold en bloc, Rie did net think d

Mr~. OoLuer.

it wise to take away the discretion ot
the Judge in granting a discharge. le
hoped the Minister of Justice would see
that the present was a very unfortu-
nate time to introduce experiments.

Mr. MACMILLAN said he coincided
with the remarks of the hon.member for
Stanstead (Mr. Colby). When the Ir-
solvent Bill was first introduced, it was
for the purpose of relieving the debtor,
but the present Bill soemed to be for
the purpose of placing the debtor com-
pletely in the hands of the creditor.

he section providing that no debtor
could get his discharge unless he could
pay fifty cents on the dollar was an ex-
coedingly hard one. It was suffici-
ently difficult now for a debtor to ob-
tain his discharge without making it
more stringent. The hon. the Minister
of Justice and the Government were-
quite willing that Judges should try
criminal cases, and yet they did not
seem to have sufficient confidence in
them to give them the power of saying
whether, upon the evidence before
them, an insolvent should be discharged
or not.

Mr. PATERSON said he would
desire, in any remarks he might make,
to give all weight and importance to
the arguments which had been so ably
set forth by his hon. friend from Stan-
stead (Mr. Colby). But all questions,
and eminently this question, had two
sides. -He could not agree with nor
could he take the line of argument
adopted by his hon. friend from Stan-
stead. There might be difficulties in the
matter ; he did not pretend to say
bhere were not. He would not pretend
to say that it was within the power of
the Minister of Justice, or of the united
Ministry, to compile an Act that
vould be perfect. But what it was
necessary to consider was whether
here were any evils under the present
Act, to determine exactly what they
vere, and thon they should ascertain
vhother the amendments proposed
vere calculated to remedy the evils or
ot. There were evils which existed
nder the present Insolvent Act. But
e alleged that one of the evils was
ot the debtor being oppressed by tle
reditors. He challenged the House
o produce a single case in which the
ebtor had suffered any hardship from
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-the creditors under this law. The
evil under the present law was that it
operated to such an extent in thiE
direction that the country had had tc
deplore a lowering of the commercial
tone and commercial morality of this
country. It had been lowered by the
fact that, under the law, as it at present
existed, men had been enabled to
relieve themselves from the just pay-
ment of their debts: men who stood
high and honourable at one time, and
whose names had been held in high
esteem, had been carried away by the
genet al movement and had drifted into
the current, and their good name and
morality had gone. It was therefore
for the House to consider whether the
proposed amendments would correct
this evil. When the present law was
introduced, he recollected that the
Minister of Justice, who did not then
occupy his present high position, took
exception to a man being compelled
to pay a certain amount when volnn-
tary assignments were being done
away with. That hon. gentleman did
not think it right that the debtor
who was not at liberty to go into insol-
vency himself, should be liable to be
put into insolvency at any time his
creditors saw fit, and that it was harsh
to refuse him his discharge when he
was prepared to show that it was not
possible for him to pay what was
required of him. Ie (Mr. Paterson)
differed somewhat from his hon. friend
at that time. Ie desired that the
amount to ensure discharge should be50c. instead of 33-c. He desired it
then, as he desired it now. in the
interest of the commercial morality
of the country. He believed this was
the only effectual remedy for the evils
whikh now existed. There should be
a strong incentive for merchants to act
honestly, and a debtor should be com-
pelled to strain his energies to pay his
creditors. But there was nothing of
the kind now to enable him to secure
his discharge from the Judge, who
lived in his neighbourhood and was
generully disposed to look upon him
leniently, although perhaps it was
pretty well known that the debtor hadneot paid all that he might have paid.
Jnder the proposed amendments the

hnIan who owed the money would him-self be an interested party in seeing

that all was done which possibly could
be done. He trusted that the House
would support the clause as to the 50c.
That brought him to consider the
objections which had been urged
against the clause. The strong objec-
tion which had been urged-and it was
pressed very strongly and ably by the
hon. member for Stanstead, who always
placed his arguments strongly before
the House- was that it would neces-
sarily be unjust to the debtor, from the
fact that, in a period of depression,
such as the present, stocks brought
under the hammer would be sacrificed
at such a price as would make it im-
possible for a man, honest and almost
solvent-the hon. member for Stan-
stead thought a solvent debtor might
be placed in the position-to pay 50c.
on the dollar. ie was not disposed to
go with 'the hon. member so far
as to say that a trader perfectly
solvent would, under the Act, be unable
to pay 50c. Ie was not disposed
to take the view, even in such depress-
ed times as the present, that the stock
would be sacrificed so as not to realize
the amount. He could scarcely believe
such would be the case, because the
amendment proposed by the hon. the
Minister of Justice made provision that
the debtor would not be placed at a
disadvantage from his estate having
been naismanaged by the assignee, or
fraud committed, and be prevented
from receiving his discharge. There-
fore, the only circumstance that would
operate against the debtor was that
the stock was such that it would not
realize 50c. on the dollar. He
granted that there was some force in
the arguments which had been pre-
sented by hon. members in favour of
that view. But he desired to call the
attention of the House to this fact, that
the tendency on the part of creditors
was not only not to oppress the
debtors, but to deal most leniently with
them, and no danger need be appre-
hended to the honest debtor if he
could not pay the 50c. on the
dollar, for, if he had an honest desire
to pay the full amount, ho would go to
his creditors and tell them frankly
that he was unable, under present cir-
cumstances, to carry on his business
successfully; that he desired to pay
them all he could, but that the estate,
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if forced into the market, would not
raise a sufficient amount.

Mr. COLBY said any such arrange-
ment would be owing to the generosity
of the creditors, not to the law.

Mr. PATERSON said the House
should consider what would be the
action of the creditors in such an event.
There would be no disposition on the
part of creditors to have revenge on
an honest debtor. There would be no
motive for revenge by punishing him
by preventing him obtaining his
discharge, and the creditors would
allow the debtor to wind up his own
affairs. The evil result existing under
the present law was that the debtors
defrauded the creditors and tended
to lower the standard of commercial
morality. It must also be remembered
that it was a man's bounden duty to
pay, not 50c. but 100c. on the
dollar. Any law, therefore, which said
that a man might obtain release from
his debts on payment of 50c. on
the dollar was conferring a benefit.
While a debtor might go through
insolvency or make a compromise with
his creditors for 50c. on the dollar
and be legally absolved from his
liabilities,still, under the higher law,the
moral law, he should pay every dollar
of his debts. Every hon. member who
looked at the question fron his stand-
point would believe that the most
effective remedy which had been pro-
posed for the end which existed under
the present Insolvency Law, was to be
found in that clause which had been
introduced by the hon. the Minister of
Justice, which, while it would tend to
secure to creditors their just dues, a
consummation devoutly to be wished,
would also tend to improve the com-
mercial morality of the country, whi ch
had been somewhat impaired under
the operation of the law in its present
form, and again elevate it to that stand-
ard which every lover of his country
desired to be maintained.

Mr. JETTÉ said he belioved the leg-
islation of Parliament should be suited
to the wants of the country. The
other day the House voted to retain
the Insolvent Law, and that was doue,
he believed, for the reason which was
given by almost every hon. member,
that the circumstances of the country

Mr. PATrnsoN.

would not allow of its repeal at,
the present time. If the flouse ac-
cepted Clauses 14 and 15 proposed
by the hon. the Minister of Justice,
they virtually repealed the Insol-
vent Law to the extent of 50c.
on the dollar. No doubt the circum-
stances of the country required some
aid to be given to the debtor. He
believed we had not yet seen the worst
of the depression. If that were so, and
it had been established by the hon.
member for Prince Edward (Mr. Ross)
that the rate of dividends paid by in-
solvent estates during the past twelve
years had not exceeded 12½c. on
the dollar, this was not a proper time
to compel insolvents to pay 50c.
on the dollar.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said;
the adoption of the 15th section would
practically do away with one of the
objects for which an Insolvent Act was
provided, viz: that when an honest
trader became insolvont and handed
his estate conscientiously over to his
creditors he should obtain his
discharge and be able to commence
business again. He concurred
in the opinion expressed by the
hon. member for Stanstead (Mr. Colby)
that an estate required to be worth
$1.50 on the dollar, in order to
pay a dividend of 50c. Hon. gentlemen
would learn, if they consulted sheriffs,
that in forced sales it was . almost
impossible to obtain any offer whatever.
The hon. member for South Brant
(Mr. Peterson) had declared that the
present law did not operate injuriously
to the debtor, but that its operation
had been adverse to the interest8 of
the creditor. His (Mr. White's) ex-

rience had been, that, where the law
hdoperated injuriously to creditors,
it was their fault in not being suffi-
ciently attentive in winding up the
estate. According to the argument of
the hon. member for South Brant, there
should be no Insolvent Law. He was
not preWred to maintain that there
should bno Insolvent Law, and he op-
posed the 15th clause because it would
practically withdraw from insolvents
the benefit of the law. He hoped the
hon. the Minister of Justice would
expunge the clause or substitute 25c.-
for 50c. on the dollar.

[COMMONS.] Amendment Bill.



Amendment Bill. 1095

Mr. MACDONALD(Centre Toronto)
said the 15th clause was the bst clause
in the Bill. There was one point, how-
ever, on which all hon. memberswould
agree, viz., that there were t.o many
mon in trade. ,No hon. gentleman,
moreover, would deny that a large
number of the failures which occurred
were the result of extravagance. Did
they want to get extravagant dealers
back to demoralize the trade ? In-
solvencies were also due to incom-
petency on the part of the dealer. Did
hon. gentlemen want to bring incom-
petent men and demoralize trade ? It
would not be denied that a large num-
ber of insolvencies were the result of
fraud. Did hon. gentlemen want to
bring back into trade fraudulent men
to demoralize business? No man crossed
the border line between honesty and
dishonesty without thought, it was the
result of planning and Phicanery, and
was done just in proportion as oppor-
tunities were afforded. He held that
the very facility which men had had
to obtain their discharge under the
present law had led many men to be-
come insolvent who would not have
dreamed of doing so under different
circumstances; the very ease with
which tlie discharge was obtained
enabled them to re-enter business,
demoralize the trade of the coun-
try, and prevent the honest
trader, who intended to pay one
hundred cents on the dollar, from
being able to carry on his legitimate
and honest designs. He held that any
man who conducted his business pro
perly need not fail; that any man
who examined into bis affairs, and
took stock every six months, need not
get so far behind in his financial affairs
as to compel him to make an assign-
ment and call his creditors together;
and, just so soon as the country got rid
of incompetent and fraudulent traders,
would the honest man be enabled suc-
cessfully to carry on his business. In
regard to the contention of the hon.
member for Stanstead (Mr. Colby), that
an insolvent estate required to be worth
31.50 in the dollar in order to pay a
dividend of 50c. on the dollar, he
(Mr. Macdonald) could not imagine
a trader in such a position going into
insolvency, and surrendering the estate
to bis creditors. The hon. member for

Prince Edward (Mr. Ross) had on-
deavoured to show that the average
dividend paid by insolvent estates had
been 22 ½c. on the dollar. But did
that hon. member claim that the law
should be so framed as to meet the
case of those traders who only paid 12îc.
on the dollar, and who became
so accustomed to the thing that they
did it every twelve months. A
dividend of 33ýc. had been tried,
and had resulted in demoralization.
Much had been said about the discretion
placed in the hands of the Judges. He
did not wish to impugn their judg-
ments, but they could not have been
the best that could have been rendered.
An hon. member had proposed that
the law should remain in existence
for only twelve months, and then be
repealed ; but he advocated that course
without knowing what the effects of
the new law would be, and whether it
would prove, as he (Mr. Macdonald)
elaimed it would, the greatest safe-
guard the commercial community had
ever possessed. A case had been sup-
posed, in which a trader bought a
hardware stock and did nlot sell one
dollar's worth during twelve months
and then, from a shrinkage of values,
was unable to pay 50c. on the
dollar. If such a case did occur, the
sooner the trader was out of business
the better. Some bon. gentlemen had
spoken as though the importer desired
the failure of merchants. But the im-
porter could not realize his profits until
he sold his goods. The proposed 50c.
clause would be of immense bene-
fit to the trading community, and ho
was satisfied it would iheet with the
general approval of the HIouse.

Mr. MITCHELL said the hon. mem-
ber for Stanstead had so well expressed
his views on this measure that there
was no necessity for him to speak at
great length. It would be supposed,
from the argument of the hon. member
for Centre Toronto, that the Insolvent
Law was simply for the. protection of
the creditor. That might have been
the result of the Bill, but it was cer-
tainly not its object, which was to
afford on the one hand reasonable pro-
tection to the creditor and on the other
enable the debtor who had pursued an
honest, straightforward course to get
his discharge. They did not legisiate

Insolvent Act [ Ara1L 3, 1871.]



1096 Insolvent Act

for the rich merchants and importers,
but for all classes. What had been the
tendency of the Insolvent Law? Had
it been to give more relief, latitude, or
licence to the debtor, or more power
and influence to the creditor ? He
held that the latter was the case, and
that the Act prevented a man exercising
his energy and application to work out
the means of paying his debts. The
law was not in the interest of public
maorality either, as had been suggested,
because it kept thousands of men in
bondage if their estates did not realize
a certain percentage. The hon. mem-
ber for Prince Edward had shown that
the average paid by insolvent estates
was only 22J per cent., and what show
of reason and fair play was given the
unfortunate classes of the community
by raising the required percentage in
a tine of great depression like this to
50 per cent. The thing was an out-
rage-it was barbarous. For his part,
he would favour the abolition of the per-
«eatage altogether. What were the
Judges for ? We selected the best men
we could find for such positions, and
we should not take from them the dis-
cretionary power of determining
whether or not a debtor should have
his discharge. There were hundreds
of men to-day, as high-minded and hon-
ourable as the hon. member for Centre
Toronto, who were in difficulties and
against whoin the law would operate
harshly. A hurricane, a storm at sea,
or a fire might destroy the business
prospects of many men, and it would
be manifestly unjust if they were to be
kept from regaining their positions
through an arbitrary law of this char-
acter. He was surprised that the hon.
nember for Centre Toronto (Mr. Mnac-
donald), who had introduced a system
of prayer into this louse, should be so
wanting in Christian spirit as to sup-
port a law which vas to benetit
the creditor at the expense of the
poor unfortunate debtor. If lie (Mr.
Mitchell) had his way he would sweep
the law out of existence altogether.
It had performed its mission; it had
effected the purpose for which it was
originally enacted ; and, although it
had been extended term after term,
the number of bankruptcies which daily
occurred clearly pointed ont that this
waa no time for the enactment of more

Mr. MITCHELL.

stringent meisures. He thought the
amendment of the hon. member for
Richelieu (Mr. Barthe) was worthy of
the support of the House, and that it
would be wisdom to reject the Bill of
the hon. the Minister of Justice.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said if
33½ per cent. had proved disastrous it
was easy to understand that 50 per
cent. would be worse. Three or four
years ago the hon. the Minister of Jus-
tice insisted on 10e. on the dollar;
two years ago he increased it to 33c.,
and now he proposed to increase
it still further to 50c. At this rate,
in the course of a year or so, the bon.
gentleman would undoubtedly make it
$1. He (Mi. Ross) thought the credi-
tors were better judges than the hon.
the Minister of Justice of what a
debtor ought to pay, and he did not
think any amendment of the law in
this particular was called for now.
Speaking of the Insolvency Law a
writer in the Jurnal of Commerce said:

" Thus there should be an Insolvent Act,
franed both for the quick and just division
of his estate, and the discharge of the insol-
vent from all his liabilities on giving up hie
whole effects to hie creditors. The debtor's
discharge should never be refused him when
Ruch is the case; but the burden of proof of
that should be thrown on the insolvent. If
he can prove that lie has given up all, he is
entitled to his discharge and to be freed troni
all liability, so as to leave hiim a tree nian
to devote his talents and his labour again to
the maintenance of huimself and family, for so
he can best serve the state or country of which
he forms a part. Law has no right to die-
tate on this point that an insolvent shall pay
10c., 25c., 33c., 50c. or 75c. on the dollar in
order to obtain his discharge. There are cer-
tain classes of goods which niay be worth at
cost, $10,000, but which, if foreed suddenly on
the niaket in a small comnuriity, night not
realize $1,000, while certain classes of staple
commodities will realize within 25 per cent.
of cost at almost any time or in almost any
commîunity howe ver snall. Law cannot and
ought not to go into details on a point like
this. It can only deal witi broad principles.
Every man must judge for hiinuself in details,
and take the consequences of his folly or wis-
dom."

He put great faith in that article,
and he hoped the hon. the Minister of
Justice would drop that clause. He
knew an estate worth $7,300 with
debts amounting to $6,500, whieh only
paid a dividend of $375. The expenses
of'winding up another estate which was
worth 84,209, amounted to $4,750. It
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was high time that official inspeetors
were appointed.

Mr. PALMER said that, when the
hon. member for South Brant (Mr.
Paterson) and the bon. member for
Centre Toronto (Mr. Maedonald) ac-
knowledged that the result of the Act
had been to demoralize the country, the
House must come naturally to the con-
clusion that the country would be
very much better without it. The
bon. the Minister of Justice had
certainly desired to bring forward an
Act that wonld stop the commercial
demoralization of the country, and in
that respect he ought to be assisted.
He (Mr. Palmer) had corne to the
conclusion that something was being
attempted which was impossible to be
donc, but yet he was not going to say
hat he would vote against the Bill,

and he did not think he would. If
his hon. friend desired to try the Act
for another year he was disposed to,
grant him the experiment, although
he was entirely of the opinion that it
would fail. It would involve legisla-
tion of a larger description than was
proposed. At present, under Section
64, if he remembered rightly, in a

car from the time lie first went into
ankruptcy, the debtor was at liberty

to apply to the Judge for his discharge.
-But how would it be possible for him
to do so if it was necesýsary for him to
pay 50c. on the dollar? His property
would be taken away from him, and
even the year's earnings would not be
his own. He could not acquire any
property, and he could be kept in
insolvency for an indeflnite period
until it was discovered that he could

ay 50c. on the dollar. There should.
e some provision for determining the

time when the estate should be wound
up. A man in business was subject to
ail sorts of misfortunes. He might
sell goods to a man who might become
insolvent, or he might be subject to
shipwreck or fire, and yet he would
be deprived of the ability to carry on
business at all. He sympathized with
the object of the Minister of Justice.
although be did not think he would be
successful. The Bill, as it existed
was generally used by dishonest men.'
The House had imposed a duty upon
the Minister of Justice which it was
impossible for him to carry out in

consonance with the principles of
justice. Therefore, he (Mr. Palmer)
would prefer to sec the Aet entiîely
wiped off the Statute-book.

Mir. FARROW said he rose in the
interest of the retail nierchant. He
thought if the clause referred to was
passed, i't would bc a great detriment to
the retail men. He couild easily per-
ceive how the wholesale men viewed
the matter. They would be perfectly
satistied îf they could furnish goods to
retail merchants on credit for five
years, and then be sure of 50c. on
the dollar, as had been before stated
by an bon. member, and he was pretty
well convinced that this was true. If
the wholesale men could only get this
clause passed, they would be jubilant.
The Minister of Justice ough't to see,
from what had been said, that the art
referred to ought not to become 1aw.
The ar ument andthe figures presented
by the on. member for Prince Edward
(Mr. Ross) showed conclusively
that, under the existing machinery,
it was nearly impossible for an in-
solvent to pay 50c. on the dollar,
and that the great majority of those
who had assigned had paid much less
than 50c. The consequence of
the clause would be that many men
doing business here now would re-
move to the United States, it being
impossible for then to continue in
business in Canada, and this at a time,
too, when large amounts of money
were being spent to bring people into
the country. le could instance two
iouses in Toronto who had recéntly
assigned, and had paid only 31c.
and 40c. on the dollar; but these
men, tnder the proposed amendment,
would be branded as dishonest. The
hon. the Minister of Justice would, if
the clause were adopted, earn a new
laurel, and the clause would be known
as the "cruel " clause.

Mr. McCARTHY pointed out that
the repeal of the 58th clause Jeft the
whole estate under the control and
management of the creditors, and with
this he agreed so far. But, when it was
seon that the debtors, however honest
they might be, could not obtain the
assent of their creditors to their dis-
charge under a certain composition, the
matter became a rather important one.
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His hon. friend from Centre Toronto
(Mr. Macdonald) had said that no man,
unless he was incompetent or dishonest,
failed.

Mr. MACDONALD (Centre Toron-
to) explained that he had said that a
large number of failures arose from in-
competency, extravagance and fraud ;
but he had not said that there were no
failures from any other cause.

Mr. McCARTHY said this did not
alter what he was going to say, and he
accepted the hon. gentleman's amend-
ment. It was admitted, then, that in
certain cases a man might fail from
other causes than fraud, extravagance,
or incompetency; and many also who
could not pay 50c. He would suggest
whether it would not be wise to throw
the burden of proof upon the insolvent,
and then make it obligatory upon the
Judge to grant the discharge. The
fault of the present law was not so
much in the law itself, as in the fact
that creditors had not paid that atten-
tion to it which they should have done.
He thought if the 33½c. clause was left
in, and the Bill was amended so that no
Judge could grant a discharge unless
it was shown that none of the excep-
tions had been violated by the debtor,
and that when it was so shown it should
be obligatory upon the Judge to grant
the discharge, it would meet the diffi-
culty.

Mr. BLAK E: Is not that re-enacting
the 58th clause.

Mr. McCARTHY said he thought
the anendment ho proposed was dif-
férent to that clause.

Mr. PATERSON remarked, in ref-
erence to what had been said by the
hon. member for North Huron (Mr.
Farrow) that one of the crying evils
under the present Bill was that solvent
merchants bad to compete with the
goods of those who had been able to
assign at 334c. on the dollar, and ho
asserted that no class complained so
much about the laxity of the law as
retail traders.

Section agreed to.
On Section 17,
Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said,

after thinking carefully over the mat-
ter he had remained of the same opin-
ions as previously. He ventured to

Mr. MOCRTT.

say that the standard of commercial
morality would be more lowered during
the next year than ever before, for a
number of men now in trade, who
believed themselves solvent and worth
150c. on the dollar, would soon see that,
unless they went into bankruptey, it
would be impossible for them to get
their discharge. He thought it had
been clearly shown that it was impos-
sible for a debtor to realize what was
required by this Bill. Even where
assessments had been made at 60c., or
75c., not more than 33*c. had really
been realized. Ie hoped the hon. the
Minister of Justice would see that it
was advisable not to force this Bill.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said he
felt it to be his duty to oppose the 15th
clause, and, if an amendment was
moved in the right direction, when the
Bill came up for concurrence, he would
support it. He did not doubt that the
Minister of Justice was actuated in
this relation by the best intentions,
but he thought that bankrupt estates
could be safely left in the hands of
creditors for management throughout.
Parties might be overtaken, as it were
in a moment, by disaster, and, in con-
sequence, under the provisions of the
Bill, they might be unable to obtain
their discharge. He considered that
cases of this kind should be taken into
consideration, ab the causes of ruin were
beyond the debtor's control. He would
oppose the clause, and he trusted that
the Minister of Justice would see hi&
way clear to its amendment in such a
manner as to meet the views which he
thought were generally entertained by
the House.

Mr. BOWELL said ho had not heard
anything in that debate, or during the
previous discussion which took place
on the introduction of the Bill, nor
had ho perceived anything in the argu-
ments advanced by the Minister of Jus-
tice that indicated that ho (Mr.
Blake) had changed his mind on
this question since 1875, when the hon.
gentleman had expressed his views on
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the subject. On that occasion, when
the hon. member for Stanstead (Mr.
Colby) spoke in the same strain as he
had done that evening, the hon. gentle-
man, who was not then Minister of Jus-
tice, spoke equally strongly with the
hon. member for Stanstead, and wound
up his remarks by saving that a limit-
ation of this kind - 33c. on the
dollar-was in opposition to the prin-
ciple of the Insolvency Law. He saw
the hon. gentleman shaking his head,
and he would refresh his memory by
referring to flansard. The hon. gen-
tleman was represented to have said:

"He believed that if power were given to
a debtor to go into insolvency voluntarily, it
would be proper to impose, as a condition of'
discharge, that the dividend to be realized
fron the estate should not be less than a
certain ainount; but to tell the insolvent that
he could not be allowed to go into insolvency
of his own accord, that the time for him to
do eo in ust be fixed by the creditors, and that
in case of thei 1orcinig him into insolvency, it
the estate could not bring thirty-three cents
on the dollar, lie should not have his dis-
charge, was too liard; and besides it was in-
consistent with the principles of the Bill."

Mr. BLAKE : Of the Bill?

Mr. BOWELL: Certainly. He did
not find anything iii this Bill changing
that principle, further than one of the
provisons in the proposed amendment,
that the debtor must give notice that
he was able to pay fifty cents on the
dollar, and that, if he vere not put into
insolvency within a month, he was not
obliged to pay fifty cents on the dollar.
There was nothing in the law to com-
pel the creditor to put the debtor into
imsolvency, nor did it follow that a
debtor would be enabled to inform
his creditors that he could pay fifty
cents on the dollar. A man might
take stock, and this, with his book
debts, might show him to be solvent to
all intents and purposes, and yet when
he came to collect his debts he might
find that his accounts were scarcely
worth a third or a quarter of their
face. The resuit would be that, if he
failed to give notice within one month
under this clause,such a debtor would be
unable to obtain bis discharge, and then
circumastances might arise which would
prevent him f-om giving one month's
notice-the fact of the failure of those
whom he had assisted, or whose notes
he had endorsed, or the failure of the

wholesale merchant who supplied him
with goods, and who might also bring
him down to bankruptcy. They knew
that such things occurred almnost every
day. He could not but take exception
to the sweeping arguments-if they
could be so termed-or the denuncia-
tions rather of the hon. gentleman
from Centre Toronto, when speaking
of debtors. If the arguments of the
hon. gentlemen from Centre Toronto
and South Brant meant anything, they
were the strongest possible arguments
which could be advanced in favour of
the complete repeal of the law, and, if
the hon. gentlemen had taken this
ground, it did seem to him that
they would have been more con-
sistent. The hon. gentleman said
there were too many in the trade,
and he quite a2reed with him on that
point; and further, to prevent those
who had been, unfortunately, fraudu-
lent-as the hon, gentleman termed
them-or incompetent, from again
commencing business, they should be
hindered from obtaining their dis-
charge. It seemed to him that the
wholesale merchants should have begun
at the root of the evil, for they could,
to a very great extent, prevent these
fraudulent transactions. Into every
sinall village, town and city in the
Dominion, these merchants sent forth
their runners; and, having over-im-
ported themselves, in order to get rid
of their stock, they actually forced
their goods on the retail dealer, who,
in turn, forced them on his customers.
When the retailers attempted to col-
lect their accounts, they found that
they were unable to do so; and the
result was bankruptcy. Anyone who
had given the slightest attention to
this question, must have come to the
conclusion that bankruptcies had
almost quairupled since the time when
the system of sending out runners, or
drummers, or bummers into every
section of the country was adopted by,
the wholesale trade. In almost every'
little village they established a man,
having a small capital of his own, and
gave him the requisite, and even
more than the necessary, credit to
carry on business ; and this waa
not all; a second and a third man
came along, and if they had a few
hundred dollars the wholesale mer-
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.chant would give him goods to three
or four times that amo>unt, and send
them into the same locality to compete
with the solvent trader. The result
,was bankruptcy in nine cases out of
ten. The wholesale merchant should
keep his drummers at home, and let
the man who desired to purchase goods,
and who had some capital, come to
him and establish a fair and equitable
credit. Two or three persons should
not be established in the same business
in the same locality where there was
scarcely business enough for one.
Such a case occurred a few days ago;
a man began business with some
$9,000 or $10,000, and this continued
for some eighteen months, when the
.creditors came to the shop and found
.only $3,000 or $4,000 left. The balance
had disappeared. The man told them:
" Wh .n I commenced business, I had a
fair prospect not only of succeeding,
but of paying every dollar I owed; but
I was scarcely in business a month be-
fore you established two other shops in
this locality, and the result has been
that none of us have been able to do
any business." Bankruptcy followed;
and this would continue under such
eircumstances to the end of time.
If wholesale merchants desired
to prevent the recurrence of these
things, they must begin at the bottom
and refuse to give such a degree of
credit. If this system were continued,
they would never obtain, by Act of
Parliament, 50c. on the dollar from
their debtors. On the same arbitrary
p rinciple, 60c. or 75c. might be stipu-
ated for ; if the House went to the
length of the hon. member for South
Brant, debtors might be compelled to
pay I00c. on the dollar. If this could
be accom plished, it would undoubtedly
benefit the whole trade, but he was
convinced that the attempt would fail.
If, to the proviso that a dividend migh t
have been obtained if it had not
been for negligence or fraud on the
part of assignees or inspectors, were
added "and the expense in winding
up the estate," it would undoubtedly
have the same effect as if the clause
were altogether eliminated. The ex-
ample given by tbe hon. member for
Prince Edward was sufficient to show
that, where an estate was actually
worth from 80c. to 100c. on the dollar,

Mr. BoWELL.

when it passed through the hands of
the assignees and lawyers, if 30c. or
40c. were obtained, this was all that
could be expected.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
said the amendment was proposed to
apply to the 65th section of the Act of
1875. When this law was passed, he
was one of those who opposed the in-
troduction into it of the 65th clause, as
he then believed that it would not
accomplish the object in view. The
hon. member for North Hastings said
that the Minister of Justice opposed
the 33-c. clause. He thought this
was probably the case, and therefore
the then and now positions of the hon.
gentleman were not consistent, the one
with the other.

Mr. BOWELL: I did not say so.
Mr. MACDOUGALL said the two

cases were not parallel. The 33c.
clause, as it existed now, was appli-
cable to all cases of discharge, where
the consent to the discharge was ob-
tained from the creditors, and it was
likewise applicable to cases of confir-
mation of discharge, and to other cases,
where no other diseharge had been
obtained in the regular way. This
amendment was proposed to be added
to the 65th section, which provided for
the cases where the application for dis-
charge was made where there was no
consent to the discharge being ob-
tained, and where no confirmation of
the discharge was to be secured; and
not to these cases. It had been stated
that the wholesale merchants forced
their goods on the retail dealers
throughout the country ; but he did
not think it could be fairly stated
that these merchants had dealt
hardly with their customers ; on
the contrary, they had shown great
leniency in this respect. There was
nothing to prevent assent to discharge
being obtained or a composition of dis-
charge, and, if this was the case, there
was nothing in this section to prevent
a discharge being confirmed. Sub-sec-
tion three of this amendment was in
part equivalent to a voluntary assign-
ment. It was proposed that, wheu an
insolvent found himself in such a
position, he should honestly inform his
creditors about his condition; he need
not wait, as now, until they saw fit to
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put him into insolvency; and this pro- this limitation were valid, and had beer
vision was equivalent to a voluntary sustained, rather than weakened, b3
apsignment. le was not favourable to the experience of the last two years
a limitation of the description proposed, What lie feared in the practical oper
or one of any kind, for lie thought that ation of the clause proposed by th
the provisions of the Statute were now hon. the Minister of Justice was that
sufficient to enable creditors to look great many men who were stirtuggling
after their own interests properly. Re with a certain probability of success t
was willing, howçver, to defer to the meet their liabilities,would be hastened
wish of the majority on this point. intoinsolvency, andgive up thecontest
Nevertheless, he did not apprehend. They knew very well that an estatt
that any very beneficial effect would under the management of a prudent
result from the adoption of the amend- man, who hoped and strove to mee
ment. le did not understand that the his liabilities, might turn out to b
fifty cents included costs, but, probably, worth 100c. on the dollar, which
it was only proper that it should do so. if forced into insolvency, would hardlý
It would make those engaged in trade produce 50c. ; and ho feared the
see that their affairs were properly con- immediate result of the amendmen
ducted examine their books and would be a rush into bankruptcy oi
take stock at such intervals as to men struggling against adverse cir
be able to know at any time howtheir cumstances during this period of de
affairs stood; and, when they found pression, and that great evil would re-
their affairs in such a condition as re- sult to the mercantile community
quired it, they could give this notice, Such, at all events, was his view of the
and would be very likely able case, and, while ad hering to the opinion
te arrange such a compromise with which ho entertained, and which, so
their creditors as would be benefi- far as ho had an opportunity of ob-
cial to the creditors, not hurtful to serving, had been fortified by the ex-
themselves, and at the saine time not perience of the last two years, if, on
necessitate theirgoing into insolvency. the report of the Committee, or at a
Hle would have been pleased to have subsequent stage, a motion could bo
seen the minimum dividend untouched, made similar to the one made two
and still better pleased to see no limi- years ago, to strike out this limitation
tation of the kind ; but it seemed to clause altogether, he should certainly
him the evil effect of the 33 per cent. feel constrained to vote for it.
clause was to a considerable extent Section agreed te.
obviated by the 3rd subsection. On Section 22,

Mr. HOLTON said, two years ago,
when the Act of which this was an Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
amendment was before the louse, he it was proposed to reduce the time for
had the good fortune to agree with his which labourers or operators em-
hon. friend the Minister of Justice in ployed by an insolvent could rank
opposing the 33 per cent. limitation. as privileged creditors. Many classes
He did not blame tle hon. gentleman of labourers, those engaged in the
for the position he had now taken, lumber trade, for instance, were on-
because in matters of this kind they gaged for periods varying from six to
had to be governed by expediency and twelve months, and, beyond some
not by abstract principle, and he had no small advances, did not receive any
doubt that the raising of the limitation payment for the time. It would be a
to 50 per cent. was in accordance with great injury to those parties to reduce
the representations of the mercantile the period.
community. But he (Mr Holton) wished
to say that he adhered to the opinion Mr. GUTHRIE said in many in-
he formed two years ago. He had stances clerks of insolvents could be
thought somewhat on the subject, and utilized by the assignees, at a great
watched the workings of the present saving te the estates, and he suggested
law, and he was persuadod in his own the insertion of a clause to give some
mind that the arguments upon which he discretion to those officials in this
and his hon. friend agreed in opposing regard.
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Mr. BLAKE said there was great
force in the suggestion, and he would
consider it.

Section agreed to.
O t Section 23,
N r. BARTHE said he thought the

maj,-ity in number should be struck
out, leaving only the majority in
value. Besides, who, if not the estate,
was to pay the costs ? The Bill was
not cleai on that point.

Mr. BLAKE said he did not propose
to alter what had always been, in all
the Acts since 1864, the general
prmciple of governing the meetings-
the joint majority in number and
value. If, however, the law was to be
modified, the modification which his
bon. friend suggested would be the
proper one. Cases had occurred where
rival assignees, fighting for the control
of the estate, one representing the
majority in number and the other in
value, had run up expenses against an
estate of $2,000 or $3,000 ; but it
would not be a less misfortune to the
ostate if the worst of those parties had
been appointed assignee. If the mass
of creditors understood that such a
question must be decided by the Judge,
and that the parties bringing the
litigation must bear the costs, two
good results must follow: First, that
the mass of the creditors in number
and value would seek more earnestly
than they now did for an agreement;
and, secondly, that when a controversy
did take place it would not proceed
quite so keenly or expensively when
the parties knew the money had to
come out of their own pockets, instead
of out of the unfortunate estate.

Mr. MITCHELL said there wias
another evil which arose out of the law.
Like the wreckers on the Cornish
coast, who decoyed ships in distress on
shore in order that they might pillage
them, there was a certain class of men
who, when they saw houses in difficulty,
aggravated in every way the difficulty
and precipitated the stoppage of the
firms by purchasing debts and forcing
them into insolvency.

Mr. BARTHE said the difficulty he
had suggested might not only happen
in the choice of an assignee, but in the
settlement of the whole estate.

Section agreed to.
Mr. GuTaHRI.

On Section 30,
Mr. GOUDGE said Section 83 of the

presentAct was inoperative, as regarded
the Province of Nova Scotia. It had
been decided by the Judges that it was
not the issuing but the recording of a
judgment that gave it effect. He pro-
posed to add the following proviso:-

" Provided always tifat in such of the
Provinces when by the laws thereof judg-
ment of Courts of kecord may be recorded
against lands, such judgments so recorded
shall not be considered as a lien on the said
lands, if recorded within thirty days before
a Writ of Attachment bas been issued or an
Assignment has been made."

Mr. BLAKE said he was afraid he
was unable to adopt his hon. friend's
proposal. He would be glad, however,
if he would place it as a notice of
motion, so that the House might have
an opportunity of considering it. When
he himself had attempted to introduce
a similar proposition, he had to with-
draw it, on account of the alleged
invasion of the civil law of Quebec.

Mr. BABY said he did not know
that the proposed amendment, just
introduced, did infringe upon the law
of the Province of Quebec, and he saw
no difficulty in the way of its being
adopted.

Mr. GO UDGE said he had consulted
the Quebec members on the subject,
and they had suggested this amend-
ment as a solution of the difficulty.
The law, as it stood, was really a fruit-
ful source of insolvencies.

Mr. PALMER said he agreed with
the amendment proposed. Until he
looked into the law, he had supposed
that the provision existed, but he sup-
posed it had been overlooked.

Section agreed to.
On Section 35,
Mr. PALMER said he thought this

section ought to be extended, as its
provisions were not large enough for
the purposes intended, and he thought
it might be amended so as to make it
more effectual. There were cases in
which the Judge would necessarily
make an order for the payment of
money other than the costs, but there
was no means of enforcing this order.
Section 125 authorized imprisonment,
but a man might t e imprisoned and
yet no money could be obtained from
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him. He would suggest an amend-
ment that, in all cases where costs or
-other sums of money were ordered by
the Court or adjudged to be paid, the
same proceedings, as near as might be,
should be taken for the collection of
such sums of money and costs as if
the order were payable under such
judgment.

Mr. BLAKE accepted the amend-
ment.

Section, as amended, agreed to.
Bill as amended, ordered to be re-

ported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.
Amendments read the first tine.
Mr. BLAKE moved the second read-

ing of the amendments.
Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) moved

in amendment:
" That the said aniendnents be not now

read the second tinie, but that the Bill be re-
committed to a Conimi'tee of the Whole, with
instructions that tney have power to strike
out the 15th section of the Bill."

Mr. YOUNG said, when the Bill was
brought before the House two or three
years ago, his impression was that it
was not desirable to fix too high
a limit on which the discharge could
be obtained. But he was of the opin-
ion that considerable evils had mani-
fested themselves in the working of the
Act, and there was a very strong feeling
that discharges could be far too easily
obtained, and that there should be some
further restriction. He would be dis-
posed to leave the limit at 33c.
if there could be sufficient safeguards
under this rule, but he was satisfied
that these could not be obtained, and,
therefore, ho was in favour of 50c.
in the dollar being imposed. He
thought an altogether exaggerated view
bad been taken of the restricted char-
acter of this clause. It was known
that under the present system nearly
all the persons who had assigned had
had their discharge agreed to by the
creditors, and there would be the same
effect if the proposed clause were
adopted. It would be found that,
where a man had managed his affairs
iu anything like a proper manner,there would be no difficulty in
his obtaining his discharge. But
it placed in the hands of the credi-

tors the power, in cases of individuals
seeking and nsisting on their dis-
charges, against whom objection was
entertained on the ground that they
had not managed their business pro-
perly, to withhold their discharge until
they had paid fifty cents on the dollar.
Many of the arguments which had been
adduced against the clause were very
much beside the mark. Many hon.
members who were opposed to any
Insolvent Law objected to the provision
for fifty cents, preferring that the
amount should remain at 33ýc. That
was a very inconsistent position; they
wished to obtain the whole loaf, but,
when they could not obtain it, they
insisted on having one-third instead of
one-half. Again, they had the argu-
ment adduced by the hon. member for
Cardwell (Mr. McCarthy), who had
submitted imaginary cases of great
hardships, where individuals who had
been perfectly honest had been unable
to pay fifty cents on the dollar. Other
hon. members had referred to persons
losing heavily by fire and dealings with
commission houses, and had pointed
out that owing to misfortunes the
traders might have been unable to pay
the amount stated in the Bill. He
wished any lion. member to specify a
single case of persons suffering losses
of that character who had been refused
a discharge by their creditors. He did
not think a single instance could be
adduced ; it was an imaginary danger
that vas not likely to occur; in fact,
the evil lay entirely in the opposite
direction; discharges had been obtained
by debtors much too easily instead of
creditors being too strict. He could
not concur in the argument brought
forward by the hon. member for South
Ontario, to the effect that a trader who
was able to pay $1.50 on the dollar
would go into insolvency lest ho inight
be unable at a later period to pay a
sufficient dividend to obtain his dis-
charge. That danger also was a purely
imaginary one. One of the evils which
had grown up under the law was that
traders did not make assignnients suffi.
cientlyearly, but continued in business
until almost the whole estate had been
consumed. Besides, it was not an agree-
able matter to enter into insolvency
He believed the clause proposed would
have a tendency to compel traders to
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make assignments as soon as they were
unable to pay 100c. on the dollar, and
in that respect it would act to the
advancement of the public interest.
He was of opinion that certain evils
had arisen under the operation of the
Insolvent Act, that the tendency of
late had been to grant insolvents their
discharges much too easily, that a very
strong feeling prevailed throughout
the country in favour of some check
being placed on the present easy man-
ner in which traders were whitewashed
and relieved of their liabilities; and,
believing the proposal of tne hon. the
Minister of Justice was brought for-
ward with the object of preventing that,
he would give it bis support on the
present occasion. If it had been possible
to introduce other checks, he would
have preferred that the dividends should
have remained at 33k, but that seemed
impossible and therefore he supported
the present proposal as one which
would tend to the public good. At all
events, they should give it a trial.
Every hon. member acquainted with
the business of the country would
admit that very considerable evils had
been developed under the working of
the Insolvent Law during the past two
or three years, and the action of the
Government was worthy of the support
of the members of the House.

Mr. WORKMAN said he hoped the
section would be retained in the Bil,
because he knew the sentiments of a
large portion of the commercial com-
munity of Lower Canada, and especially
of the large cities, to be decidedly in
favour of the proposal. Not that they
wished to impose upon the honest
debtor restrictions which would be in-

jurious to him, but it was their desire
that the honest creditor also should be
treated with justice and have an oppor-
tunity to obtain fair play and honest
dealing under the Act which he had
not received heretofore. Much had been
said about the poor, honest and unfor-
tunate debtor, but not a word about
the poor creditor. The creditors were
the persons, however, who severely
suffered; indeed, who were victimized.
Where one honest debtor was refused
his discharge, one thousand honest
creditors were cheated out of money
by diehonest debtors. Such had been
his experience, and while ho had at-

Mr. Youxe.

tended many meetings of creditorshe
had never yet found a case-though ho
had probably had as much experience
as any hon. member-when an honest
debtor made a straightforward state-
ment of bis affairs when he was not
treated with the greatest consideration
and bis discharge granted, even though
he did not pay five cents on the dollar.
He had also seen dishonest debtors who
had concealed large portions of their
assets and defrauded their creditors,
who could not be reached under the
Act, or justice obtained. There was
a spirit abroad in this country which
operated as it were dishonestly, and it
was tingeing the whole commercial
character of the people and would,
if it continued, ruin it. A stringent
clause of the nature of that under
discussion was, therefore, absolutely
necessary, not for the purpose of
punishing the honest debtor, but for
the purpose of enabling the creditors
to obtain all the assets possible out of
the debtor's estate. The clause did
not stop the creditors from granting a
discharge ; it merely prevented the
Judge granting a discharge to an insol-
vent debtor who had not paid as
much dividend as bis assets would
warrant, and in 99 cases out of 100 the
creditors would grant the discharge if
the debtors were entitled to it. lie
hoped, therefore, that the good sense
of the House would retain the clause
in the Bill, because, as the law had
worked for the past two years, it had
almost demoralized the commercial
community of this country. If they
could not obtain some stringent clause
of the nature of that proposed, they
had better sweep the Act from the
Statute-book.

Mr. MITCHELL: Yes; the House
had better sweep it o1f.

Mr. WORKMAN said he wanted to
give a fair opportunity to work the
Insolvent Act under the amendments
proposed, because they were very im-
portant and to the point, and they
would be a great improvement on the
law as it heretofore existed. He would,
therefore, vote to retain the clause in
the Bill.

Mr. MACDONNELL said the Insol-
vent Law was originally intended for
the benefit of the poor but honest
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debtor. As it stood today, and under
the present Bill, it was intended for
the benefit of the creditor. The new
mnachinery created under the Insolvent
Law enabled the creditors to institute
summry proceedings to seize the pro-

rty of a debtor, and, while inforzning
idM that they had stopped his busi-

ness and speculations, to tell him be
must pay a certain amount of dividend.
'The original intention was to grant a
discharge to any business man who
had embarked in business and, through
misfortune, had become insolvent.
That was done on the principle of public
policy. Tbe country had an interest in
the industry and work of its people,
snd it would be a great misfortune
if men of ability and experience should
be dependent upon the creditors for
remaining in business. The law, there-
fore, was intended to remove such
persons from that position. It required
that the honesty of the debtor should
be proved before the Court. The hon.
member for Centre Toronto had spoken
about inability, extravagance and
fraud on the part of insolvent traders.
The question of fraud, however, did
not arise, because they supposed that a
Judge, whenever fraud was proved,
would refuse to grant the bankrupt his
discharge. In regard to incompetency
they could not blame every trader for
not being endowed with the commer-
cial common sense, ability and in-
genuity of the hon. member for Centre
Toronto. If there were not incom-
petent men, that hon. member would
not be so competent. One was depen-
dent on the other ; therefore, compet-
ency and incompetency were correla-
tive terms. The present Bill had two
objects. Its first and principal object
vas the relief of the honest and unfor-

tunate debtor, which was the basis on
which all Insolvent Laws in England
or this country were based. The other
object was that, while endeavouring to
relieve the debtor, it, at the same time,
placed a new power in the bands of the
creditors for their protection. The
creditors obtained a power which they
did not possess under any other law
to seize the property of a debtor with-
out taking the preliminary steps which
a creditor, without the Insolvent Aet,
would have to adopt if he eptered a
Court of Law, viz : to give the debtor
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the opportunity of defending himself,
to esablish the claim without a doubt,
to obtain the jqdgment of the Court
and execution by the aid of the sherif.
Instead of compelliug the usual pro-
ceedinge to be taken, the Act gave the
creditors the power to at once seize
upon the property of the debtor,
though he might be engaged in a spec-
ulation which might prove a fortune.
The proposed clause gave an extraor-
dinary and almost dangerous power to
creditors. Yet, the House was
told that, while this power was con-
ceded to creditors, the debtors should
receive no benefit. There were many
men engaged largely in business to-day
who, it forced into bankruptcy would
not be able to pay more than 25c.
on the dollar. He knew of estates of
persons who had been engaged largely
in business whieh could not be realized
by the administrator, and where the
goods had been compelled to be taken
from Cape Breton toI Halifax and
sacrificed for a small sum. If a trader,
who possessed great ability and business
tact, went into insolvency, his estate
would prove as unsaleable as that of
an estate sold by the Court of Probate.
The present Bill was unfair and one-
sided and was framed entirely in the
interests of the creditors. He would
be prepared to see the Bill thrown out
rather than it should be emasculated
by the 50c. clause being inserted.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said ho
wished to place himself right before
the House. He had stated that he
would support the hon. Minister of
Justice in regard to the 50c. clause,
and he thought by doing sa it would
be the means of throwing out the Bill
altogether. If the Bill were enforced
next year that clause would be killed.
When laws were passed by Parliament,
they should be carried out. The
Insolvent Law under which every
insolvent had to pay 33*c. on the
dollar had been in force two years, and
yet it appeared from the returns that
the average dividends amounted to
only22½c. and they had therefore not
been carried out. ie thought the Bill
submitted by the hon. the Minister of
Justice should be withdrawn.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said he wa
afraid that the proposition of the hon.
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the Minister of Justice would bear
severely upon the charitable institutions
of the country. He had attended some
meetings organized for charitable
purposes and had seen gentlemen come
forward and hand over subscriptions of
$100 to $200, $500 or $1,000, and felt
quite ashamed on handing over his five
or ten dollars. Ie not unfrequently
found after a few months or a year
that those large subscriptions had been
paid by those gentlemen out of the
pockets of their creditors, and he was
very much afraid that in many
instances at the moment of paying them
they were very well aware that their
creditors would have to meet the
obligations. It was certainly not
asking too much from the House that
the amount of dividend should be
placed at 50c. instead of 334c. There
was no doubt that a man having honest
intents would always be leniently dealt
with, but the honest creditor ought to
be as much protected as the honest
debtor. The clause did not bear
unnecessarily severely upon the debtor.
He would support the clause submitted
by the hon. the Minister of Justice.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
the amendment required that a debtor
should pay a certain amount of dividend
in order to obtain bis discharge. While
he thought the amount should not be
placed so high as 50c., he was not
disposed to say there should be no
limitation. He therefore moved in
amendment to the said proposed
amendment:

" That all the words after the word ' the'
in the last line of the said amendnent where
it occure the first tinie, be struck out, and
the following inserted instead thereof :-14th
and 15th Sections of the Bill."

Mr. TUPPER said he regretted he
was not present when the Bill was
submitted to the House for the second
reading, but he wished to take the
present opportunity to refer to two or
tbree matters connected with the Bilt.
He would address himself first to the
clause under the consideration of the
louse. He thought they had some

right to complain that the hon. the
Minister of Justice in proposing so
substantial and important a change in
the Bill should not have adduced some
reasons for the amendments he pro-

posed, and offered some explanations to

Mr. SMITH.

the House of the remarkable changes
that had taken place in his own views.
There was perhaps no measure ever
submitted to Parliament that had ob-
tained inside of the fouse and outside-
of it, from the great commercial bodies
and leading business men of the
country, the same amount of attention
and consideration as the present Bill.
It was well known that for several
years it was a matter of keen contro-
versy and discussion in the House as to-
whether the country should have an
Insolvent Law or not. The late Gov-
ernment, by the assistance of some
members of the Opposition were able
to retain the law on the Statute-book,
pledging themselves to the House
that they would endeavour to im-
prove the measure so as to make it as
acceptable to the country as possible.
With that object in view, they address-
ed themselves to the Boards of Trade
and the commercial men in the country
and invited their co-operation and
assistance, and, as was well known, no
subject ever before Parliament had re-
ceived more patient, more careful and
more exhaustive consideration from
that great commercial organization,
the Dominion Board of Trade, than had
this very question. More than thatthey
appointed gentlemen to act as a com-
mittee to assist the Government and
the Committee of the House, after a
most patient and laborious investiga-
tion, to mature the measure and present
it to the House in as complete a form as
possible. He gave the present Gov-
ernment great credit for the importance
they had attached to this question and
for the care they had taken in submit-
ting the measure to the House in as
perfect a shape as was possible. He
was not surprised that this was the
case, since the hon. member for Prince
Edward told them that the number of
insolvencies during the past year ex-
ceeded seventeen bundred, and that
the amount of indebtedness exceeded
twenty-five millions of dollars, and
also that the amount of indebtedness
and the number of insolvencies had
about doubled since 1873. The House
would understand, under these - cir-
cumstances, that it would be diffi-
culty to approach a question of
greater moment or importance than
the present one. ion, gentlemen
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opposite would probably recollect
that, on the occasion when the Bill
was presented to the House, lie steadily
supported, from the beginning to the
end, the Government; and he believed
that, in many instances, he voted
against the great bulk of the party
with wbich he ordinarily co-operated
in that House. He gave the Govern-
ment a most earnest and hearty sup-
port on the grounds he had already
mentioned ; and he did think that,
although the Minister of Justice was
not, he believed, responsible for the
passage of that measure-not being at
the time on the Treasury Benches-
the hon. gentleman, when asking the
House to go back on that legislation,
and make a most important and funda-
mental change in it, *as bound, in jus-
tice to his own friends and supporters
in the House, who assisted the Admin-
istration, whether on one side cof the
House or the other, to put that law on
the Statute-book, to give them some
reason for the fundamental and impor-
tant change proposed. There was
another reason why it was doubly
incumbent on the Minister of Justice
to make these explanations. The hon.
gentleman had to justify himself. He
had supported the First Minister and
the late Min ister of Justice in carrying
that measure through the House,
against the opposition of the hon.
member himself, with relation to this
very clause. The hon. gentleman then
supported a motion made by his hon.
friend from Stanstead, who had avowed
his hostility to the Insolvency Law
altogether. The hon. gentleman (Mr.
Blake) had voted against the Govern-
ment on this very clause-not because
lie wanted to raise the 33c. to 50c.,
but because he desired to reduce
it from 33c. to 10c. Under these
circumstances, the House deserved
an explanation why the hon. gentle-
man proposed to invade the principles-
of the law, which was not settled with-
Out a good deal of discussion and in
opposition to which the Minister of
Justice lad formerly arrayed himself.
The hon. gentleman's views seemed to
have undergone a complete change
since he had opposed the 33*c.
clause because it was too oppressive to
the debtor. What had made the hon.
gentleman less the friend of the great
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mass of people whose interests were to
be brought under consideration with
relation to this measure ? What bad
transferred the affections and confi-
dence and support of the lion. gentle-
man to a most important class of the
community, but to a class which, at the
same time, was wealthy enough and
powerful enough to protect their own
interests against the persons who
would be affected by the Bill ? The
bon, gentleman had objected to the
33c. clause because, lie said, it, with
the other provisions of the Bil, were
not satisfactory, and that, when they
did net give to the debtor the opportu-
nity of going into insolvency, the
House ought to be very careful how
they imposed a barrier against the dis-
charge of the honest debtor. He
(Mr. Tupper) sustained the Govern-
ment at the time, because he felt the
33c. clause did not impose an insuper-
able barrier against the honest debtor
getting his discharge. If he was
not able to follow the Minister of
Justice in the great and oppressive
charge at present proposed, with rela-
tion to the great mass of people of
whom, as the hon. member for Prince
Edward had stated, nearly two thous.
and had been compelled in the unfor-
tunate condition of the country to go
into insolvency Jast year, it was be-
cause of its oppressive nature. Was
this the time, when the number of in-
solvencies had doubled within three
years, and the ainount of indebtedness
of insolvents had increased from a little
over $12,000,000 to $25,000,000, to in-
troduce more stringent and more op-
pressive legislation ? The lon. member
for Chateauguay had covered the whole
ground when ho stated that the effect
of the measure would be to drive peo-
ple into insolvency, who would not
otherwise be obliged to go into it at all.
The terror this clause would inspire
would have such an effect,and, instead of
making efforts, which in the great ma-
jority of cases would be successful,
to extricate themselves from the
difficulties in which the unfortu-
nate condition of the country had
involved them, they would, under
the influences of this amended
Bill as now proposed, sink down hope-
lessly and helplessly, and go to swell
the great mass of insolvencies, which
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*Us now, in his opinion, sufficiently
lege. 11e thought that, in the absence
of any indication on the part of the
coinmercial men of this country, or
comne-cial bodies, or any parties
entitled to claiùa and command their
respect in this relation, the First
Minster ought to remember the sup-
port and assistance he had received
from both sides of the House, and
ought not to allow the Bill to be un-
necessarily changed aid altered with-
-out any show or reason, or any ground
heing given to the Hiouse why so great
.an ateration should be made in it as
was proposed. Be also wished to call
the attention of the First Minister to
a statement he (Mr. Mackenzie) had
made with regard to the Insolvency
Law at the time when he had had the
pleasure of meeting that hon. gentle-
man before the electors of South
Ontario at Whitby. The hon. gentle-
man then said, in reply to his own
statement that the G(overnment had
grasped all the patronage comprised
in the appointment of official assig-
n#es : " The next charge was that
we monopolized a great deal of
,this patronage by our legislation,
itnd that, by enacting a new Insolvency
Law, which placed in our hands the ap-
pointmont of official assignees we took
the patronage into our own hands. We
did se, and that with the consent of
Dr. Tupper and of every member of
the House. There was all but a uni-
versal feeling that the Government
'were the best persons to appoint offi-
-cial assignees whieh were previously
élected by Boards of Trade." He
would now turn to the discussion, and
he would invite the First Minister's
attention to the fact that the late Min-
ister of Justice, in introducing this Bill
to the Hoiuse, proved conclusively that
there was not a general feeling in
favour, as far as the Committee were
concerned, of having the Government
appoint official assignees. He desired
to dra.v the attention of the First Min-
ister to the fact that in his judgment
the GovernÈïxent hadscarcely kept faith
with the declaration which they made
to the louse when the House gave
tihempoùwer to appoint officialassignees.
Re W#otld quote fromffansard:-"Hon.
Mr:7Eornier -moved the House into a
Cinlitee to consider the Insolveney

Mr. Turrag.

Bill. He said the Select Committee,
to which the Bill was referred, had held
numerous sittings and had devoted
much attention to it. With respect to
the appointment of official assignees,
the intention of the Government in
taking to itself the power to appoint
those officers was, as far as might be in
the public interest, to appoint to these
offices sherifs, who, he believedwould
be acceptable as such officials." He
would like to ask the First Minister if
the pledge, not implied but expressed
here, had been kept. Had good faith
been kept with the Provinces of
Ontario and Quebec, in the appointment
of sheriffs as official assignees ? HRe
thought it must be admitted that this
had not been done. The late Minister
of Justice also said: " When the Bill
was in Committee, hon. members had
stated that, if it was the intention of
the Government to appoint sheriffs,
their principal objection to the Gov-
ernment having this power would be
removed." So, it appeared, there was
not a general desire that the Govern-
ment should appoint the official as-
signees, but there was a general desire
that, if theytook these appointments
into their own band, they should con-
fine them to sheriffs. He found that, so
far from every member of the House
having concurred in it, the hon. mem-
ber for St. John had opposed it most
strenuously, and made a motion in op-
position to it; and Mr. Jones (Leeds)
said : " If the Government insisted on
pressing this clause, of course it would
be carried. He moved, in amendment,
that the 27th clause should be struck
out, and that the sheriff be official as-
signee within his county or district."
This amendment was lost on a division.
Mr. Palmer said: "1 e did not agree
with the hon. member for Shefford,
but held that these appointments
were of considerable importance.
He believed Boards of Trade were
more likely to make good selec-
tions than the Government, because it
was likely the fruits of bad manage-
ment would come out of their own
pockets. Many of the members of the
Boards of Trade in such instances being
interested as creditors, it 'was of vast
importance that a person interested in
the -particular district in which insol-
veney occurred should be appointed,
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and none were better fitted to make
such appointments than Boards o
Trade. He, therefore, moved in
amendment to the 27th clause-' that
the person shall be appointed in every
county or district, in which the Court
is held, by the Board of Trade in sucb
county and district or the nearest to
such county or district, who shall re-
side in such county or district to act
as assignee for such county or dis-
trict." This amendment was lost
on a division and the clause passed. He
invited the attention of the Premier to
these facts, not because he made the
statement in question with a view to
mislead, but to show the hon, gentle-
man that he was not accurate in
making that statement. He hoped tha t
the Minister of Justice would feel it
was due to the House, when he asked
the supporters of the Government
to make this important and oppressive
change in the law, to give some reason
why the change was demanded, and to
state what necessity existed for it ; and
to explain what he thought the House
was entitled to know-what circum-
stances had led to such a total and com-
plete revolution in the sentiments
which the hon. gentleman held and ad-
vocated and voted for when this Bill
was formerly under the consideration
of the House.

Mr. BLAKE said he perfectly agreed
that it was the duty of the Minister
who was charged with the introduction
of this measure to give to the House
the reasons why it was proposed ; and
also that the House should not be asked
to adopt a measure without reasons
and explanations being given for it.
On the 26th of February, apterior even
to the introduction of the measure,
and during the discussion of the mo-
tion lor the second reading of a Bill

opo sed by the hon. member for
chelieu, and in confbrmity with the

pledge he had heretofore given to the
HOuse, he gave his reasons in the
fullest manner in this relation. He
had before that stated, with reference
tO a suggestion that the debate should
be adjourned, that it was probably the
intention of the Government to submit
a substantial amendment besides some
minor amendments; and that it was
his desire that the House should be in
Possession of that substantial amend-

ment before disposing of the Bill of
r the hon. member for Richelieu. The

hon. member for Kingston then acceded
to the reasonableness of that view.
In the course of the debate on
the motion of the hon. member
for Richelieu (Mr. Barthe), the hon.
member for South Ontario (Mr. Gibbs)
called his attentiôn to the fact, and
asked him to make that announcement.
As soon afterwards as possible, he rose,
and, at some length, expressed his
views. He had then prepared the
amendment, which now stood as the
15th clause in the Bill, not merely in
substance, but also in form. He
stated it fully, read it to the House,
and gave his reasons, which occurred
to him then as well as now, in support
of it. He had no right to expect that
the hon. member for Cumberland would
have at the time listened to his remarks
or remember his words, but if the hon.
member would refer to pages 291, 292,
293 and 294 of the Official Report, h.
would find a tolerably full statement
of bis reasons for introducing this very
clause, and the clause itself, with its
three conditions, stated verbatim. He
also pointed out on that occasion what
his views had been with reference to
the Act of 1875; that he formerly
entertained the opinion that it was
inconsistent with t he principle of the
law which allowed no opportunity to
debtor to go into insolvency tu insist
upon a certain minimum being paid by
the estate as a condition of discharge;
and that he still retained the views
which the hon. member for Chateau-
guay had stated, with tolerable
accuracy, with regard to what occurred
in that debate, with the slight exception
that,instead of the hon. memberdividing
with him, he (Mr. Holton) divided
against him.

Mr. HOLTON: No, no.

Mr. BLAKE : Yes. The division
list was there and the hon. member
would find his name among the
majority. The hon. member's views
nevertheless concurred with his own
no doubt as stated in the debate. He
still felt that difficulty. He had pointed
out they were proposing to the House
to violate a principle which the House
had very decisively affirmed on that
occasion: there should not be a
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voluntary assignment, he conceived,
and an alternative had been devised to
get rid of that injustice to the debtor,
which had induced him to oppose in
the former law a provision for a
compulsory minimum. That provision
was the 3rd subsection which gave to
the debtor the opportunity be always
bad. of exemption from this compulsory
minimum. It seemed to him perfectly
logical and consistent. His difficulty
was that enforcing a minimum under
all circumstances did not allow the
debtor to go into insolvency. He did
not propose that, but that it should be
enforced under the circumstances stated
in the 15th clause. Among the excep-
tions to the enforcement of the mini-
mum was the case in which the credit-
ors, being made aware of the fact that
the debtor was unable to pay 20s. to
the pound, should be able to put him
in liquidation. The bare statement of
that proposition was quite sufficient to
enable him to escape from the charge
of inconsistency preferred against him
by the hon. members for Chateauguay
and Cumberland. He found a sort of
coalition on this occasion between
those in the House opposed to any
Insolvent Law and those who thought
there ought to be one of a more liberal
character. The hon. member for
Northumberland (Mr. Mitchell) and
others declared that the Insolvent Law
should be swept away, and that there
should be no provision either for the
speedy realization ot the estates of em-
barrassed debtors in favour of creditors,
or for the discharge under any
circumstances of any debtors unless
they paid 20s. in the pound. The
argument of this class of persons,
although he believed it did not couii-
tervail, wast still worthy of attention.
They claimed that the law was unneces.
sary because an honest debtor always
got his discharge. That was the theory
on which a certain and not unimpor-
tant body in this House acted with
reference to this matter. The 15th
clause, he might state, in answer to
those hon. gentlemen, did not apply in
any case in which a majority in num-
ber and three-fourths in value of the
creditors consented either to a dis-
char-ge or a deed of composition; and
he appealed to t.hose hon. members to
say whether they could fairly object to
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the clause when they knew that it was
operative only when the whole body
refused to grant the discharge-when
the debtor could not get a majority in
number and three-fourths in value to
agree to his discharge. The class of
cases to which they referred would
never occur. But, if it were not so, thon
an Insolvent Law was wanted, because
the honest debtor did not get bis dis-
charge which they said he ought to
get. His own view was that the honest
debtor would not always get bis dis-
charge if left to the mercy of bis credi-
tors. He believed creditors would
occasionally be found-harsh, greedy
creditors-who would rightly or
wrongly think they had been injured,
and that by holding out they would
get better terms, who would defeat the
unanimous discharge by all the credi-
tors, and therefore defeat any composi-
tion, arrangement, or settlement of
the estate, which depended upon the
general principle, for which all credi-
tors contended, viz., that no one should
have an advantage over another. He
also thought that there was this mea-
sure of truth in the statement of the
hon. gentleman who did not believe in
the necessity of an Insolvent Law as
far as debtors were concerned--that
the bulk of creditors dealing with an
honest debtor were ineined to, and did
as a matter of fact, grant the discharge
upon any reasonable terrms indepen-
dent of a dividend, considering only
whether the man had been honest in
the management of his estate and
giving up what remained. If this
clause became law he believed that
would happen, which had hitherto hap-
pened, that the cases in which a
debtor could not get the consent of the
required number and value of creditors
would be very few, and would be con-
fined to those cases in which there was
either proved or such well-grounded
suspicion of fraud and dishonesty as
would induce the creditors to refuse
the discharge. What was the working
of the present law ? It was this: that,
owing to the mode in which the 33c.
clause had been carried out, owing to
its having practically become nuga-
tory, creditors almost invariably con-
sented, and in the few .ases in which
they refused the Judge acted upon
principles of very great lenity to the
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debtor, and used his discretionary
power in his favour. It would,
therefore, appear that the clause
which the hon. member for North
Renfrew wanted to retain on the
Statute-book was a nugatory clause.
Two years' experience had shown that
the average dividend did not come up
to 33 per cent., and yet they did not
hear of a case in which a discharge
had been refused. It was said by
another party of men, who were favour-
able to an Insolvent Law, that the dis-
charge ought to be of the most liberal
character. They were told by them
that the law was for the benefit of the
poor debtor, and that it was being
perverted into a law for the rich
creditor. The law was neither for
the poor debtor nor the rich creditor.
It was a law founded, however defect.
ively it might work, upon a general
principle of justice, which was invari-
ably recognized, that it was expedient,
and in commercial countries almost
necessary, that there should be a speedy
means of obtaining, by the mass of the
creditors, ofthe property of the debtor
unable to pay 20s. to the pound, and of
its realization and distri bution,pro rata,
among those creditors. That was the
object of an Insolvent Law in the first
instance, and, following upon that,
that it was not the right of the poor
debtor but in the interest of the public
that he should not-after the property
had been taken from him, after it had
been distributed, after his affairs had
been examined, and after it had been
found he had not been guilty of any
fraud or misconduct-that he should
not, as a rule, in the bulk of cases,be left
stripped of his property, without the
opportunity or means of earning a
livelihood in the country to which he
belonged, or starting afresh. It was fnot
to bis mind the right of the poor debtor
ut all, it was the public interest which
induced the discharge of the debtor.
But those mon who were unable to
pay 20s. in the pound, whose whole
estate was necessary to the satisfaction
of their debts, had no right to complain
if such restrictions should be put upon
their discharge as the public good should
be found to require. In regard to those
who favoured an Insolvent Law, but
who said that the debtor ought to be
liberally treated, ho appealed first of

all to the operation of the law, and
askod whether discharges had not
been granted altogether too freely.
He asked whether the difficuilty was
not with reference to the extravagantly
dishonest and imprudent debtor, who
contracted debts long after lie
ought to have ceased, and the debtor
who laboured under a well-found-
ed suspicion that he had not acted
rightly, and not with the honest one;
and yet there was not one out of five
hundred but obtained his discharge.
The country at large was dismayed,
not because, when a man was unable
to pay 20s. in the pound, bis assets
were taken and divided among his
creditors, and, being honest, ho get his
discharge, but because there was a
suspicion, having too much foundation,
that the debtors were, in many cases,
not honest, and, notwithstanding that,
it was impossible to prevent discharges.
What was proposed? They did not
propose to deal with the case of the
honest debtor practically, but with
that small resiudum of cases in whieh
the creditors, by a majority in number
and value, declined to grant the dis-
charge-that small residuum of cases
which came before the Judge. By
giving the Judge power to deal with
that small residuum, and grant the dis-
charge under certain conditions, they
might practically exclude all going
into the class of cases which had been
commented upon. Hon. gentlemen had
referred to the unfairness which would
be done if the 50 per cent. minimum
were enacted in cases where property
had been suddenly destroyed by storm
or fire. Did those gentlemen who con-
tended that the honest debtor should
be dealt with liberally-he would not
say liberally, but with common fair-
ness-say that those extreme and ex-
ceptional cases of calamity, in which
it was clear as the noonday that it was
the case of an honest debtor who, by
some unforseen misfortune, not by
negligence or imprudence, but by un-
avoidable misfortune, had been crip-
pled in his business, would be harshly
deaIt with ? The argument was pre-
posterous. That was the very class of
cases, of all cases which could bc point-
ed out, in which this Huse, consider-
ing the interests of the debtor, could
depend upon the ordinary motives of
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humanity; and yet it was set up as a
bugbear to frighten persons in re-
gard to this clause. In its practical
operation the clause would never ap-
ply to that class. But, because of
that phantom condition,it was proposed
to take away what seemed to be a sal-
utary provision to restrain the too fre-
quent discharge in certain cases. With
reference to the dividend, whether
it was 30, 50, or 60 per cent., the
circumstances of the country might to
some extent be taken into considera-
tion ; but he did not think that those
hon. gentlemen, who were peculiarly
fond of referring to the " brutal and
atrocious " principle, which principle
prevailed in England for the discharge
of debtors, had been successful in their
line of argument. In England at
present the Judge could not grant the
discharge unless there was a dividend
of 50 per cent. or a resolution of the
majority of the creditors to the effect
that the deficiency had been occasioned
by circumstances over which the
debtor bad no control. He did not
propose to ask the creditors to say any
such thing, or to express any opinion
whether the debtor was responsible or
not. If they said by a majority in
number and value the debtor should
have his discharge, this clause did not
apply, and the Judge proceeded with-
out reference to it. It *as only if the
creditors said " No," and the case came
up without any consent on their part
that the Judge was called upon to dea!
with it. When he had pointed out
that only a small number of cases were
affected by this section at all, he had
ttken away from the objections the
plausibility which made it appear that
there might be hardships. He had
left only the case in which there might
be some grounds for supposing
in the minds of the creditors that there
was dishonesty, and in which the
Judge found that a dividend of not less
than 50c. ought to be paid. If hon.
gentlemen had said that they thought
this too much, that the limit ought to
be 40c., he could have understood the
argument, although he must confess
that some of the reasoning he had
heard that day with reference to the
condition of assets had quite astonished
him. It was actually said that a man
might be solvent, and yet, when his

Mr. BLAKU.

solveney was put to the only test that
could be made, namely, the realization,
only 30c. or 40c. on the dollar were
realized. He could understand a man
who called himself solvent, and brought
forward his accounts, and his odds and
ends of stock, which he ought to know
would be depreciated every year he
kept them; who said that he had
$6,000 of book debts and $6,000 of
stock, and who said he was worth
$12,000, taking all at par, while at the
same time he owed $12,000; but such
a man ought not to be in business.
He ought to know that his books
would be getting worse and worse every
month, and that his stock would not
be worth what it was when he pur-
chased it. Such a man who said he
had 100c. on the dollar did so against
the experience of every storekeeper in
the country, and it was absurd to say
that such a man was solvent to all in-
tents and purposes. It was said thkt
this clause would have the effect of
hurrying people into insolvency, but
the rate of dividend, 22½c. on the
dollar, which was paid on the whole
insolvencies of the year, was sufficient
answer to this. It was possible, under
the circumstances he had just instanced,
that a debtor might shift himself out
of a difficulty with one set on to another
set of creditors, but his position would
only be getting worse. He did not
think merchants would be found going
into insolvency simply because of this
clause. But he hoped, and believed,
that its effect would be that it would
make some reckless men who now
went into insolvency for the purpose of
evading the just claims of their credit-
ors, use all their energies and make
them cautious in business, so that their
creditors might at least have something
proportionate to what was due.

Mr. HOLTON said be did not rise
for the purpose of protracting the de-
bate, but simply to correct the inaccur-
acies which the hon. the Minister of
Justice had inadvertently fallen into,
in respect to a few observations which
he (Mr. Holton) had the honour of
presenting to the Committee a short
time ago. That hon. gentleman saic
he reproached him with inconsistency
in proposing now a limitation, whereus
a feiv years ago he opposed any sunh
limitation, and that he agreed with
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him (Mr. Blake) then, but disag'reed
with him now. He did not reproaeh
the hon. gentleman with inconsistency.
He was careful to say that no doubt he
had had representations made to him
to change his opinion, and that it was
not a question of principle, but one of
expediency. He himself did not share
the change of opinion which the hon.

gentleman had undergone, and he was
bound to say that the eloquent, able
and argumentative speech to which
the House had just listened, had failed
to convince him that the position
which he lad occupied two years ago
and which he now occupied was un-
sound. He had retained his opinion,
but the hon. the Minister of Justice
had changed his, for sufficient reasons,
no doubt. If that hon. gentleman was
satisfied that the change in the law
proposed was a judicious one, he would
then be liable to reproach, if, out of'
regard to personal consistency, he re-
fused to advance the change. The
hon. gentleman had said that, although
he agreed with him in the debate
when the Bill was before the House
two years ago, he had voted against
him whon the division came. Here
was a manifest error, as the hon. gen-
gentleman would see if he would refer
to the Journals of 25th March, 1875,
which he held in his hand. It was
there stated :

"Mr. Colby moved in amendnent, se-
conded by Mr. Devlin: That all the words
after 6 now' to the end of the question, be
left out, and the words 'reconmiitted to a
Committee of the Whole House for the pur-
pose of leaving out the fifty-eighth clause,
which makes it a condition that if the divi-
dend is less than 33 per cent. discharge may
he refused ', inFerted instead thereoft."

The question being put upon the
amendment, the House divided, and it
passed in the negative. There was
no record of the votes, the Govern-
ment being in a small majority, how-
ever. The hon. gentleman and he
voted together. But it was subse-
quently that

"Mr. Colby moved, in aniendment,
seconded by Air. Devlin : That all the words
after ' now' to the end of the question be left
Out, and the words 'reconnitted to a Com-imittee of the Whole House, with instruc-
tiots to anend the fifty-eighth section byetnki'n& Out 33 cents and inserting. 10
thereofln place thereof, ineerted instead

It was for this motion that the heh.
the Minister of Justice voted, while he
himself voted against it. That latter
motion affirmed a limitation; a limit-
tion which he at the time thought
absurd. But lie had previously voted
with the hon. gentleman against any
limitation whatever. Having merely
risen to correct these inaccuracieS, lie
would make no further observations.

Mr. COLBY said it would appear
that the hon. the Minister of Justice
believed that the happiest condition a
man or community could be in
was that of insolvency. He bad given
as many facilities for taking this step,
both to the debtor and creditor, as pos-
sible. The hon. gentleman favoured
voluntary assignments, but lie knew
the House was opposed to him. Never-
theless, ho tried to attain his object in-
directly. The result of' the Bill would
be that timid men, who otherwise
would endeavour to get through their
difficulties, might go into insolvency as
the only chance of getting their dis-
charge. But the Bill would do no good
to that determined set of men, who
would not yield to difficulties until
they were compelled. The hon. the
Minister of Justice could not deny the
position which he had so often taken:
that it was absurd to compel a man to
pay any particular sum before he could
get his discharge when his property
and everything blonging to him had
been taken from him without his con-
sent. The subsection objected to
would be wholly inoperative except to
drive timid men into insolvency; and
it would have a tendency to aggravate
the difficulties of this distressed period.

Question put, and amendment to the
amendment (Mr. White, North Ren-
frew) negatived, on the following Divi-
sion :-

TEÂS:

Barthe
Benoit
Blanchet
Bolduc
Bowell
Brooks
Bunster
Caron
Cimon
Colby
Costigan
Currier
Cuthbert

Messieurs
Kirkpatrick
Langevin
Lanthier
Little
Macdonald (Kingaton)
McDonal d(CapeBreton)
Macmillan
McCallum
McCartby
MoQuade
Mitchell
Moffat
Monteith
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Daoust Orton
Desjardins Ouimet
Dewdney Pinsonneault
Farrow Platt
Flesher Plumb
Forbes Pope (Compton)
Fraser Robitaille
Gaudet Short
.Gibbs (North Ontario) Stephenson
-Gibbs (South Ontario) Thompson (Cariboo)
Haggart Tupper
Harwood Wallace(S.Norfolk)
Elolton White (North Renfrew)
Hurteau Wrighi. (Ottawa Co )
Jetté Wright (Pontiac).-57.
Jones (South Leeds)

NAYS:

Messieurs

ýAppleby
Baby
Bain
Béchard
Jernier
Bertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Blain
Blake
Borden
Borron
Bonrassa
Bowman
Boyer
Brouse
Brown
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Cermichael
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain
Cauchon
C harlton
Cheval
Christie
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Cook
Coupal
Davies
Dawson
Delorme
De St. Georges
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Fréchette
Galbraith
Gibson

sGillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Guthrie
Hagar
Hal [
Higinbotham
Horton
Huntington
Kerr
Killam
.Kirk

Mr. COLET.

Laflamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
MacDonnell
Macdougall (EastElgin
McDougall (S. Renfrew)
McDougall (Three Riv.)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
McKay (Colchester)
Mackenzie
McCraney
McGregor
MeIntyre
Mclsaac
McLeod
McNab
Metcalfe
Mills
Oliver
Palmer
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pick ard
Pouliot
Power
Ray
Richard
Robillard
Ross (East Durham)
Ross (West Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Roy
Ryan
Rymal
Scatcherd
Scriver
Shibley
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Selkirk)
Smith (Westmoreland)
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thompson (Haldimand)
Thompson (Welland)
Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman
Young.-112.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Gibbs, South Ontario) negatived, on the
following Division :-

YaAs:
Messieurs

Barthe
Rénoit
Blanchet
Bolduc
Bowell
Brooks
Caron
Cimon
Colby
Costigan
Currier
Cuthbert
Daoust
Desjardins
Dewdney
Farrow
Flesher
Forbes
Fraser
Gaudet
Gibbs (North Ontario)
Gibbs (South Ontario)
Haggart
Harwood
Holton
Hurteau
Jettè
Jones (South Leeds)
Kirkpatrick

Appleby
Baby
Bain
Béchard
Bernier
Bertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Blain
Blake
Borden
Borron
Bourassa
Bowman
Boyer
Brous@
Brown
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain
Cauchon
Charlton
Cheval
Christie
Church
Cockourn
Coffin a
Cook
Coupal
Davies
Dawson
DeUosmos
Delorme
De St. Georges

Langevin
Lanthier
Little
Macdonald (Kingston)
McDonald(CapeBreton)
MacDonnell
Macmillan
Mc'allum
McCarthy
McQuade
Mitchell
Moffat
Monteith
Orton
Ouimet
Pinsonneault
Platt
Plumb
Pope (Compton)
Robitaille
Rouleau
Short
Stephenson
Thompson (Oariboo)
Tupper
Wallace(SouthNorfolk
White(North Renfrew)
Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Wright (Pontiac).-58.

NITS:

Messieurs
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
banderkin
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
Macdougall (E. Elgin)
McDougall (S. Renfrew)
McDougall(Three Riv.)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
McKay (Colchester)
Mackenzie
McCraney
McGregor
McIntyre
Mclaac
McLeod
McNab
Metcalfe
Mills
Oliver
Palmer
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pouliot
Power
Ray
Richard
Robillard
Ross (Eust Durham)
Ross (West Middlesex)

Ross (Prince Edward)
Roy
Ryan
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DeVeber Rymal
Dymond Scatcherd
Ferris Schultz
Fiset Scriver
Fleming Shibley
Fréchette Sinclair
Galbraith Smith (Peel)
Gibson Smith (Selkirk)
Gillies Smith (Westmoreland)
Gillmor St. Jean
Goudge Taschereau
Guthrie Thompson(Haldimand)
Hagar Thompson (Cariboo)
Hall Trow
Higinbotham Vail
Horton Wallace (Albert)
Huntington Wood
Kerr Workman
Killam Young. 11.

Question put on the main motion.

Mr. BARTHE moved in amend-
ment:

"That the Bill be re-comnitted to a Coni-
muittee of the Whole, in order that a clause
nay be added, declarmng that this Bill, and
the Acts thereby anended, shall remain in
force until the end of the next Session ot'
Parlianent. and no longer."

Mr. BLAKE said he thought there
was one practical objection to this
motion. Of course it was in the power
-of Parliament during the whole of next
Session to repeal the measure at any
time. If they were to put upon the
Statute-book to-day a provision of this
description, the probable result would
be that these " timid debtors," of whom
they had heard so much awhile ago as
being about to be driven into insol-
vency, would be driven in large num-
bers by the apprehension that the Act
would terminate at the end of next
Session. He did not see that any good
would result from this provision, while
the evil would.

Mr. BARTHE said, when ho pro-
posed the Bill for the repeal of the Act,
many hon. members voted against it,
because, they said, the remedy was too
violent and would be worse than the
present evil, so lie thought, by giving a
year's fair trial, this amendment would
meet their objections. A remarkable
feature of the discussion when the
repeal was proposed was that all the
hon. members admitted that the law
worked badly, but still, under present
circumstances, they hesitated to vote
for its repeal in consequence of the
depression of business.

Mr. PALMER said if this amend-
ment passed it would require the action

of Parliament to further continue the
law, and he thought after the expira-
tion of the year there would not be
much danger of that, but, if nothing
were done this Session, the matter
would have to be brought up again
next year, and the country would have
no opportunity of knowiig whether
it would be continued or not. If the
working of the law should be beneficial,
it wotild be open to Parliament to con-
tinue it.

Question put and amendment (Mr.
f2arthe) negatived, on the following
Division

Messieurs
Baby Macmillan
Barthe McCallum
Bernier Mitcheli
Blanchet Ouimet
Bolduc Palmer
Bourassa Pope (Queen's, P.R.I.)
Cheval Roy
Coupal Rymal
Gibbs (North Ontario) Thompson (Cariboo)
Gibbs (South Ontario) Wallace(SouthNorfolk)
Haggart Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Lanthier Wright (Pontiac).-25.
McDonald(CaptBreton)

NATS :

Appleby
Bain
Béchard
Benoit
Bertram.
Biggar
Blackburn
Blain
Blake
Borden
Borron
Bowell
Bowman
Boyer
Brouse
Brown
Buell
Bunster
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Caron
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain
Cauchon
Charlton
Christie
Church
Cimon
Cockburn
Coffin
Cook
Costigan
Currier
Cuthbert
Daoust

Messieurs
Jones (South Leeds)
Kerr
Killam
Kirk
Kirkpatrick
Laflamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Langevin
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (Kingston)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
Macdougall(EastElgin)
McDougall (S. Renfrew)
McDougall (Thbree Riv.)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
McKay (Colchester)
Mackenzie
McCartby
McCraney
MeGregor
McIlntyre
McIsaac
McLeod
McNab
McQuade
Metcalfe
Mills
Monteith
Oliver
Orton
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pinsonneault
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Davies Platt
Dawson Plumb
DeCosmos Power
Delorme Ray
Desjardins Richard
De St. Georges Robillard
DeVeber Robitaille
Dewdney Rosa (East Durham)
Dymond Ros (W. Middlesex)
Farrow Rosa (Prince Edward)
Ferris Rouleau
Fiset Ryan
Fleming Soatcherd
Flesher Schultz
Flynn Scriver
Forbes Shibley
Fraser Sinclair
Fréchette Smith (Peel)
Galbraith Smith (Selkirk)
Gaudet Smith (Westmoreland)
Gibson Stephenson
Gillies St. Jean
Gillmor Taschereau
Goudge Thompson(Haldimand)
Guthrie Thomson (Welland)
Hagar Trow
Hall Tupper
Higinbotham Vail
Ho ton Wallace (Albert)
Horton White (North Renfrew)
Huntington Wood
Hurteau Workman
Jetté Young.-141.

Question put, and main motion agreed
to, on a Division.

Amendments read the second time and
agreed to.

EMPLOYMENT OF PRISONERS
OUTSIDE JAILS BILL.

[BILL No. 94.]

(31r. Blake.)

THIRD READINo.

Bill considered in Committee of the
Whol0, reported, read the third time and
pased.

A DEFECTIVE RETURN.

REMARKS.

Mr. STEPHENSON said he rose to
call the attention of the H1ouse to a
matter of some importance to himself
and his section of the country, and he
thought, also, to the House and to the
country generally. On the 21st Feb-
ruary last, an Order of the House was
issued for returns in detail of all ex-
penses incurred and moneys expended
in the payment of engineers, surveyors
and others, for services rendered, as
well as for horse-hire, etc., in connec-
tion with the surveys of the North

Mr. PALNMR.

Branch of the River Sydenham from
Forks at Wallaceburgh to the Village
of Wilkesport, in the year 1876. The
returus were subsequently brought
down. He looked over them and found
them complote. lie returned them to
the Clerk, who sent them to the oMce
of Routine and Records, from whence
they were sent to the Printing Com-
mittee. He procured a copy of the re-
turn, and found it incomplete. He went
then to the office ofRoutine and Records,
and he found that the most material
portion of the return had been abstract-
ed by some party, he could not say by
whom. He was informed that this
had been the case with another return,
He trusted that the Government would
see that the portion of the return
which had been removed was supplied.

Mr. SPEAKER said the charge
seemed to be laid against the officers
of his Department rather than anyone
else. He regretted that the hon. gen-
tleman had not chosen to speak first to
him on the subject. As the matter
stood, of course an enquiry would be
made, and he hoped he would be
successful in finding out what had
become of the portion of the papers in
question.

Mr. STEPHENSON said lie made
no charge against any officers of the
Department, but certainly some one
interested in the return had instigated
the abstraction of the material portion
of it.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he could not
conceive who could be interested in
this return, which was one of the
simplest things imaginable. The hon.
gentleman could get a copy of it any
day he chose to apply to the Depart-
ment for it.

Mr. BOWELL said the hon. gentle-
man did not confine his remarks to of
ficers of the House, or of Mr. Speaker's
fDepartment. The hon. gentleman
stated distinctly that the return was
passed from the Clerk of the House to
the Printing Committee, and from the
Printing Committee te the Ofiice of
Routine and Records, so that the loss
could have taken place when the re-
turn was out of the hands of the officers
of the flouse.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the matter
clearly lay between either the Printing
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Conmittee or Mr. Speaker, or Mt.
.Speaker's officers. If the hon. gentle-
man knew of any parties who Lad ha'd
any connection with it, let him name
them.

Mr. ROSS (West Middlesex) said he
hoped that the hon. gentleman did not
mean to imrply that any member of the
Printing Committee had had anything
to do with the abstraction; when the
return was in possession of the Com-
mittee, it was perfectly safe. Though
the hon. member was a member of
that Committee, he had not been pre-
sent when the return was under con-
sideration. They had recommended
that it be not printed, and this was the
last he ever saw or beard of it.

Mr. STE 'HENSON said it was im-
possible for him to be present at the
time of the next meeting of the Print-
ing Committee, as ho was a member of
another Committee, at which ho was
then obliged to be present. The hon.
member for West Middlesex (Mr.Ross)
might plead innocent or guilty; ho
made no charge against the hon. mem-
ber; yet he stated distinctly and em-
phatically that the papers had been
abstracted by some one.

CUSTOMS ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.- [BILL No. 19.1
(Mr. Burpee, St. John.)

TIWRD READING.

Order for consideration of amend-
ments made in Committee of the Whole,
read.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the only
amendment of any consequence was
the 10th Section. The hon. member
for Kingston Lad taken exception to it
as it stood, and it was now divided into
two parts. It was provided that im-
ports nust be entered where there was
a lawful office of Customs established,
but exports might be taken out of the
country without going to the very spot
where there was a Custom House, pro-
vided the entry was made within
twenty-four hours. He was not aware
of other changes of any consequence.

Amendients read thejßmt and second
-tmesand agreed to.

Bill read the third time andpa.sed.
House adjourmed at

Fifteen minute b.fore
Twelve o'clock.

ROUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 4th April, 1877.
The Speaker took the Chair at Throe

o'clock.

NORTHERN RAILWAY COM-
MISSION.

QUESTION.

Mr. McCALLJM asked whether the
accountant who assisted at the investi-
gation by the Royal Commissioners
into the affairs ofthe Northern Railway
Company of Canada made a report;
if so, why said report was not sent
down with the other papers relating
to said Company, and whether said
report would now be submitted to the
House.

Mr. MACKENZIE: A n officer was
detailed to assist the Commissioners
in the way of looking at accounts, but
that was simply for the Commissioner's
private information. No report was
expected from that gentleman, and no
report was intended to be presented
from hLim to the Department.

RAILWAY FROM QUEBEC TO
LAKE ST. JOHN.

QUESTION.

Mr. CIMON asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
accede to the petition of His Grace the
Archbishop of Quebec, the Hon. 1.
Thibaudeau, and Messrs. J. B. Renaud,
A. P. Caron, E. Cimon and others,
citizens of Quebec, addressed to the
hon. the Prime Minister, and praying
for assistance from the Government
for the building of a railway from
Quebec to Lake St. John.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I have already
stated, two or three weeks ago, that
the Government do not intend to put
any sum in the Estiiates for this
purpose.

CANADA CENTRAL EXTENSION.

MOTION FOR RETURNS.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Ren-
frew) moved for a copy of all Orders
in Council relating to the Canada
Central Extension, and the contract
for building that portion of railway.

Motion agreed to.
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TRANSFER OF PORTAGE
ISLAND.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. MITCHELL moved for all
papers and correspondence be-
tween the Dominion Goverument,
or Department of Marine and Fisheries,
and the British Government or the
British Admiralty, or any of its officers,
or any party acting for either of the
above named authorities, in relation
to the transfer of Portage Island, in
the Bay of Miramichi, from the juris-
diction of the British Admiralty to the
Dominion Government; also, all reports
to Council from the Department of
Marine and Fisheries in relation to
this subject, and Orders of Council
thereon. le said he wished for this
information in order to explain to a
large portion of his constituents
the position of the title of this island.
It was an island occupying a prominent
position iii the entrance of the
Miramichi Harbour, and around it
were several fisheries which gave a
good deal of employment to a large
number of men. The position of the
island prior to the resignation of the
late Government was something like
this: It was formerly held by the
Province of New Brunswick, but was
reserved as an Admiralty property as
a possible point which might be found
necessary for the defence of the country
at some future time. The tactics of the
present day, however, had made the
island so manifestly useless that the
Admiralty office frequently expressed
a desire to be rid of it, and it was also
thought desirable, felt desirable, that
the title should be transferred either
to the Provincial or the Dominion
Government. While ho was Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, lie opened up
correspondence with the British
authorities in regard to the transfer,
and sonie months before he left office
the matter was put into the hands of
the Minister of Justice for New Bruns-
wick, who was instructed to prepare
the necessary papers for the transfer.
le did not know definitely what had
been done from that time to this, and,
as the people of his county felt a deep
interest in the question, he was anxious
to be placed in a position to explain

Mr. McDoUGALL.

to them the present position of affairs
in relation to this question.

Motion agreed to.

THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAIL-
WAY.

MOTION FOR REPORTS.

Mr. SMITH1 (Selkirk) moved for
Reports of Engineers and all other
correspondence and information in
possession of the G-overnment, not yet
communicated to the House, having
reference to any actual surveys or
proposed suivey in connection with
the Canadian Pacific Railway from the
Red River westward, south of Lake
Manitoba. He said the course that
the railway would take was a matter
of deep interest to the people of
Manitoba. The object of the motion
was to find out whether any instru-
mental survey had been made on the
south side of Lake Manitoba so.
that some idea might be gathered
of the advantages to be gained by
adopting that route. The country
in that neighborhood was of the best
description for farming purposes, and
there was quite a number ofsettlements
by English and United States immi-
grants. le would be glad to know
what means had been taken to ascertain
the facilities which would be offered
for railway communication on the
south side of Lake Manitoba.

Mr. RYAN said the hon. member for
Selkirk (Mr. Smith) had chosen a very
appropriate time to introduce his
motion. So far as related to that por-
tion of the Canadian Pacific Railroad
between Rat Portage and Selkirk, dis-
cussion was useless. Between those
two points the line had not only been
located, but also put under contract and
even partially constructed. Whether
or not the best possible location had
been made, they could only now recog-
nize the location as a fixed fact. West
of Selkirk, however, the case was dif-
ferent. Although the line had been
located all the way to the Rocky
Mountains, yet no portion of it west
of Selkirk had been put under conttact,
nor had any of it been constructedi so'
that, if, upon a full consideration of the
subject, it was deemed advisable, in the
interests of the Dominion, to vary from
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the line as at present located, they were
still in a position to do so. There were
severalweighty reasons why they should
re-consider the location of that portion
of the line between Selkirk on the east
and the elbow of the North Saskat-
chewan on the west. One reason was
that, since the very full discussion
which had taken place in the House
upon the subject in the Session of
1875, a very great change had taken
place in the minds of leading public
men and in public opinion-a change
wholly unfavourable to the line as
located by the Government. Another
reason was that the Manitoba Western
Railway Company, having obtained a
charter from the Local Legislature.
proposed to build a line of railway
south of Lake Manitoba, and had
applied to the Dominion Government
to assist them by a grant of land. In
order to know what answer the Gov.
ernment should, in the public interest,
make to this application it was neces-
sary to settle the line of the Canadian
Pacific between the points indicated.
During the discussion of 1875, he had
endeavored to treat the question as a
national one; but he had failed to con-
vey that impression to the Hlouse, since
several hon, gentlemen, not at all dis-
posed to be harsh critics, had repre-
sented him as speaking from a provin-
cial standpoint. He wished still to
view the question in a national light.
Although that portion of the line west
of the Red River, as at present located,
would be of very little, if any, benefit to
his constituents, they were prepared,
if, upon a full consideration of the ques-
tion in all its different phases, the pre-
sent location proved the best calculated
to promote the interests of the ID
minion, to see the provincial desire
waived, and the provincial good made
subservient to the national welfare,
because the Canadian Pacific Railroad
was, beyond doubt, a national and not
a provincial road. While he freely
adinitted so much, on the other hand
lie contended that the interests of the
Province in the matter should not be
sacrificed. From Selkirk to the elbow
of the North Saskatchewan there ap-
peared to him to be only three practi-
cable routes. The first was the north-
eru or proposed Government route,
which, running north-west from Sel-

kirk, left nearly the whole of the
Province to the south-west, and crossed
Lake Manitoba at the Narrows. This
route passed by the north flank of the
Riding Mountains and through Fort
Pelly. Of the threu routes, this was
the least beneficial to the Province.
The second or middle route would run
west from Selkirk, south of Lake
Manitoba, and, having reached the
south-west extremity of that lake,
would turn somewhat abruptly towards
the north, and rejoin the Government
line near the north-east flank of the
Riding Mountains. The third or
southern route would, like the middle
one. pass south of Lake Manitoba, but,
instead of turning abruptly towards
the north would keep on towards the
west, and, passing by the south of the
Riding Mountains, would rejoin the
Government line near the elbow of the
North Saskatchewan River. During
the debate of 1875, the hon. the Minis-
ter of Public Works, in justifying the
selection of the northern route, claimed,
lst, that it was by about thirty miles
the shortest possible route; 2nd, that
it traversed a better wooded country
thvn any other route; and 3rd, that it
would cost very much less to construct
than any other route. If these pro-
positions were true, there was an end
of the matter, there was no room for
discussion, and, however much they
might regret it in Manitoba, the north-
ern route would have to be adopted.
But he (Mr. Ryan) did not believe
these propositions to be true, as to
the comparative lengths of the different
routes. Whilehe waswilling to admit
that the northern route was consider-
ably shorter than the middle, lie denied
that it was shorter than the southern.
Of course, he was not an engineer, and
was not prepared to give correct statis-
tical information; he could only ven-
ture an opinion on the point, an
opinion formed from conversations
with engineers who had been over the
country, and were well qualitied to
give information. And, indeed, since
no actual suvey of the southern line
had ever been made, it was evident
that the Government engineers were
in no better position to express an
opinion than other engineers, who, like
themselves, had walked over the coun-
try. Among others, lie would mention
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Mr. Jarvis, an engineer of acknow-
ledgad ability, who haéd been at one
timunc in the employment of the G-ov-
ernient, who gave it as bis opinion,
after having pased over the southern
r*OUI4, and examined the Government
maps, that there would be very little, if
any, difference in the comparative
lengths of the northern and southern
reatts. The second proposition, that
theie was more wood upon the northern
than the southern route, was, perhaps,
true. But it was beyond doubt that,
if there was less wood upon the south-
ern route, it was better located, and
more available for railroad purposes.
He had recently called the attention of
the House to the fact that fifty thou-
sand ties were being now actually got
out for the Canadian Pacifie Road, not
upon the northern line, where it was
claimed there was so much wood, but
toi the south-west of Lake Manitoba,
upon the southern route, where wood
was alleged to be scarce. There oould
be no dispute upon the point, if the
road was being constructed west of the
lRed River at once, whether the north-
ern or the southern route were adopt-
ed, the ties would come down the As-
sir'ooine River to the Red River, and
dow o the Red River to Selkirk, where
they would be taken as required; and
these ties would be eut, not upon the
northern, but upon, or in the neigh-
bourhood of, the Riding Mountains, on
the southern route. As to the third
proposition, that the northern route
would be the least expensive to con-
struct, he could only state that it was
the opinion of Mr. Jarvis and others
well qualified to venture an opinion
that the expense of construction on the
southern would not probably exceed
that on the northern route; that, the
lines being about equal in length, the
heavy expenses which would bave to
be incurred in bridging the Narrows
of Lake Manitoba, and passing through
the vast extent of muskeg on the
northern route, would equal, or nearly
equal, the expenditure necessary upon
the southern route at the crossings of
the Assiniboine and other streams.
Whilst the comparative length
and cost of the northern and
southern routes were probably mot
far from equal, the southern had

Mr. Ryn.

soveral advantages. It traversed a
nuch better country. The land south
of Lake Manitoba was the very gardon
of the whole North-West, whilst it
could not he disputed that very much
of the land on the northern route was
of inferior quality, and would not
probably ever be well settled. That
portion between the Narrows of Lake
Manitoba and Lake Winnipeg was
almost entirely one vast muskeg.
Whatever difference of climate existed
was in favour of the southern route.
The northern route was absolutely
without settlers, and portions of it
would probably always remain unset-
tled, while the southern route was com-
paratively well settled, and would, in a
couple of years, and even at present,
afford a fair local traffic. No one
would deny that, if the advantages of
the two routes were at ail nearly equal,
the southern route ought, in justice to
the Province ofManitoba, to be adopted.
What he thought advisable, and would
under the circumstances venture to
propose, was that the Government
should have an instrumental survey of
the southern route made. If, upon
such a survey being made, it was found
that the advantage much preponder-
ated in favour of the northern route,
ail things being duly considered, it
would have, of course, to be adopted.
But, whenever the Government came
to the conclusion that the northern
route should be adopted, whether with
or without a survey of the southern
route, it at once became their duty to
assist the Manitoba Western with a
land grant. As had been frequently
asserted in the House, the public lands
of a country were the proper sources
whence assistance should come to
build such roads as were necessary to
open up the country. In other Pro-
vinces these lands were held by the
Local Governments; but the Domin-
ion Government held the publie lands
in Manitoba and the North-West, and
to them, as custodians of these lands,
an application had properly been made
by the Manitoba Western Railway
Compaay for a land grant to as8ist the
construction of a road to open up ail
the country south of Lake Manitoba.
He hoped the Goverunment would give
the application their favourable consid-
*ration;

Pacifie Railway.(QoOMSj



PacQifc Railway. 1121

Mr. SCIHULTZ said that very little
remained to be said on the subject. He
thought that the louse would see from
the unanimity of feeling expressed by
the gentlemen who had preceded him,
that there was not much difference of
opinion in Manitoba, at least in regard
to the route which the Canadian Pacific
Railway should take in its passage
through the Province of Manitoba. Of
course, he felt with bis hon. friend
from Marquette (Mr. Ryan) ail the
weight of the arguments on the Gov-
ernment side, and admitted, with this
hon. gentleman, that, if the assumptions
of che Government with regard to the
distance and feasibility and character
of the country were correct, then the
line in the interest of the Dominion,
no matter how much the interests of
Manitoba were concerned in it, ought
to remain as it was ; and he also agreed
with the hon. gentleman in his opinion
that the conclusions at which the Gov-
ernment had arrived had been framed
from the reports made at the
time when the country was very much
less understood than it was at present,
and perhaps without having at their
command that amount of data this
important matter rendered necessary
for a proper determination. In the
early settlement of the western portion
of Manitoba, it was understood by
everyone that the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way in its passage through the Pro-
vince was to pass through the City of
Winnipeg, or near that point and south
ofLake Manitoba. This was generally
understood, and it was laid down on
the maps published by one of the De-
partments--that of Agriculture, he
thought-and these were accessible to
anyone. Every immigrant that went
there, and a great deal of the settle-
ment to the North-West, was deter-
mined by the fact which was generally
believed, and which was stated in this
way to be the case on these maps
to which ho had referred. In justice
to those people who acted on the as-
sumption that the railroad was to
pass in this direction, and in justice
to the people of the city of Winnipeg,
who had large interests, and who had
helped to build up a city in the wilder-
ness, and who had made a place which
people from all parts of the Dominion
might point to with pride and with

71

pleasure as one instance of Canadian
enterprise and push, it was due that
if further investigation into this matter,
and if a trial line to the westward, as
bis hon. friend from Marquette hinted at
and if the reports of any sort, of which
bis hon. friend from Selkirk (Mr.
Smith) spoke, would assist the Gov-
ernment in determining to change
the route, that this stop should
be taken, which would go far to-
wards satisfying the people in the
western portion of Manitoba, who did
feel seriously aggrieved at the change
of route, which had made the line of
the railway pass sixty or seventy miles
to the north of them, instead of through
the portion which was at first con-
sidered to be the most fertile portion of
the Province. When the delegation, to
which both bis hon. friends had referr-
ed, was down in Ottawa two years ago,
and had an interview with the Premier,
the members of it represented the facts
very much the same as they had been
represented in the House that day by
his two hon. friends, and the answer of
the Government to the delegation had
been what seemed to be, he would
admit, quite fair. The Premier said to
these gentlemen : " Is it fair for you to
expect that, for all future time, to
accomodate these interests of which
you are the representative, the Govern-
ment shall cause every passenger, and
every pound of freight to traverse a
thirty miles longer distance than would
otherwise be necessary, simply to
accommodate the interests of Winnipeg
and the interests of the western portion
of the Province ?" He would admit at
once that this was an answer which
could not be refuted; but he had reason
to believe, with his hon. friend from
Marquette, that since that time infor-
mation had become general, and it
might have reached the Department
itself, on which, if they could not
change the line to the east, they might
at least determine the course of the rail-
road to the west of Red River. In that
way they would, partially at least,
satisfy those persons to whom he had
alluded. It seemed to him that the
Government should take into consider-
ation, before finally deciding
upon the route to the west,
the propositions which had been made,
and which were proposed to be made
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by the city of Winnipeg. It was a fact,
but he did not know whether it had
come under the official notice ot the
Government or not, that a recent
meeting had been held in the city oi
Winnipeg, at which there were repre-
sented not only the largest portion of
the mercantile class of the place, but
also its official dignitaries and the
members of the Local Government,
who were unanimous in the expression
of the opinion that it would be advis-
able, if such a course would decide the
action of the Government, to pay
largely towards any extra cost that
might be imposed, touching the works
under construction, in order to enable
the change of route they so much de-
sired to be made. He hoped that, be-
fore any contract was given for the
west and any further steps were taken
in that direction, either on the tele-
graph or railway line, other surveys
would be made in the country to the
south of Lake Manitoba to see whether
any engineering difficulty existed,
and whether the difficulty as to
the thirty extra miles could be over-
come. If they stretched the objective
points from Rat Portage to Edmonton,
and an objective point to the west
nearer than Edmonton, by running
south of the Riding Mountains, as his
hon. friend from Marquette asserted,
he believed there would be not only
not a difference of thirty miles in the
lengthening of the route, but also not
even a distance of thirty yards. He
hoped that the matter would receive
the favourable consideration of the
Government.

Mr. RYAN said he desired to make
one other remark: If the Government
road were built across the Narrows, ho
had forgotten to say that a drawbridge
would be necessary at the Narrows, as
there would no doubt be considerable
navigation between these lakes in the
future. The cost of the undertaking
would be materially increased by the
nocessity of building a drawbridge at
that point.

Mr. MASSON said he hoped that the
Prime Minister would make some ex-
planations in this connection, and see
whether the statement made to the
Ilouse agreed with the report of the
Engineers. This was a question of

Mr. SCHULTZ.

vast importance. It concerned the
location of the road from Selkirk west-
ward, and it would be run, according
to the information he had gathered, in
about a straight line to Battleford. He
had seen persons who were thoroughly
acquainted with this country, and who
were well known to the House and the
country; and they invariably told him
that, if the Governmentpersisted in the
resolution they seemed to have adopted
in locating the road at the Narrows of
the Lake, and to the north of Fort
Pelly, as he believed was the case, this
would be one of the greatest mistakes.
they could possibly commit. It would
be admitted that no people knew a
country better than those who lived in
it; and, if the hou. gentleman (Mr.
Mackenzie) would only consult the
residents of that country, he would find
that the existing trade going westward
invariably passed-if he was not mis-
informed tonching the matter-to the
south of Lake Manitoba; and the few
trails which ran to the northwards
invariably stopped at the point where
the hon. gentleman wanted to lo-
cate the line of the railway. Though
it might here be easy of construction,
the country being flat and low as he
believed the hon. gentleman (Mr.
.Mackenzie) stated last year, it was
in fact nothing else than a swamp and
marsh. He had been informed by
gentlemen who were never mistaken
regarding the capabilities of the
country, that this portion was almost
entirely useless for agricultural
pursuits; and he supposed that the
Government would not wish to abandon
the most valuable part of the Province
of Manitoba and of the North-West
Territories, and place the road in a
portion of the country where it could
be of little use. The persons from
whom ho had his information were well
acquainted with the country and their
views agreed entirely with the state-
ments of the hon. member for
Marquette. They declared that the
portion below Lake Manitoba and the
westward was really the garden of the
North-West Territories; that, if it was
desired to build a road which would
entice immigrants to that country, it
must be run through the finest part of
the country and the localities best
fitted for cultivation and devolopment;
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and that, where the line was placed, no
immigrants could go ualess they
laboured under great difficulties. He
hoped the Premier would tell them
that he would reconsider the question,
in view of the circumstances placed
before the Louse. He trusted that an
instrumental survey would be made to
the south of the point in question to
ascertain whether the whole population
of that country were mistaken in their
views. People had asked him: " Can
you believe that a country through
which a North-West cart passes "-
and in these carts there was not a nail
or a piece of iron--" for miles and
miles is not fit for the construction of
a railway ?" The reports of all the
Engineers in the world could not alter
this great fact: a North-West cart, rude
as it was, could travel ail through the
part of the country south of Lake
Manitoba, and for almost any distance
to the north-west, through vast and rich
prairie lands, without meeting a single
impediment in the way. He was told
that one could start from Fort Garry,
or from some distance to the west of it,
and plough for sixty miles, without
encountering an obstacle, through good
and valuable lands. The hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Mackenzie) knew that the
land of the North-West was not all of the
sane quality. He was informed that
the territory a little to the north of
and near Lake Dauphin was not as
good as the rest; and persons said that,
all around Manitoba, and to the north-
westward of it, for some two hundred
miles, were situated the richest lands
of the North-West, the section near
and around Peace River excepted. He
hoped that the Prime Minister would
not renew the awkward results which
had followed the policy pursued with
relation to the Canada Central Rail-
way and the Georgian Bay Branch.
le trusted that this line would not be

undertaken before an instrumental
survey was made, in order to avoid
Useless expenditure, and to locate the
railway where it would be most useful
for colonization púrposes. He hoped
that the hon. gentleman would reflect
on the matter, and tell them not that
he would change his mind, but that
he would take means to ascertain
'whether he was not mistaken in the
premises,

71½

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Masson) spoke as if
it was merely a matter of bis changing
his mind or of fixing his mind on some
particular reply or sone particular
plan, and as if it was an arbitrary
resolution of his own or of the Govern-
ment which determined the particular
route this railway might take. From
the very first, both with regard to the
extension of the Canada Central Rail-
way, or the Georgian Bay Branch, and
to every part of this line, the Govern-
ment had not in any case interfered
with the opinions at which the en-
gineers had arrived after having made
a careful examination of the country.
In one particular, the Government
might be called upon to express an
opinion without any special reference
to the opinions of the engineers ; and
this was where two or three routes
were considered equally favourable as
to distante, ease of construction and
place of termination. It would then
undoubtedly be a matter of policy with
the Government to consider the local
advantages which might be in question
and the local considerations that ought
to be always present with the Adminis-
tration in such a case. With reference
to the line west of Lake Superior, all
the way to Tête Jaune Cache, the one
plan which the Government had in view,
and the only plan that was ever consid-
ered, was simply how to connect these
objective points by the shortest line
with the cheapest mode of construction,
and the route which would ultimately
be the best adapted for the settlement
of the country. On these principles
the engineers went to work and made
their examinations. Advantages were,
no doubt, to be gained by running the
road from Rat Portage in a more
southerly route, and reaching Red
River, twenty miles further up the
river, near or at the city of Winnipeg.
Then this route passed through a com-
paratively settled portion of the
country, some of it at all events: and
it would also pass through the centre
of population. Apart from the
engineering difficulties which pre-
sented themselves, and to which he
would refer presently, there were
other disadvantages. One of these
disadvantages was that the route
would pass through a place where tho
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p-ice of land was very high. The Gov-
.ernment found themselves, even at
Thunder Bay-a place which was still
more recently settled,-obliged to pay
for every inch of land for two miles
along the river bank, at a cost in the
neighbourhood of $50,000. On the
line they had adopted in Manitoba and
the North-West country, very little of
the land was in the hands of private
parties, and they took an early oppor-
tunity, as soon as the line was sketched
.and planned, to prevent the sale of
any land which might be made avail-
able into the hands of speculators, for
the purpose of extracting money from
the Government at a future period.
The lino, therefore, where it was
located, suited that peculiar consider-
ation. It passed almost entirely, he
ho might say entirely, except a very
small portion of land immediately bear-
ing on one side of the Red River,
through their own lands, and so far as
he was able to say-and he might say
that he had read everything that had
been published, he believed, concerning
that couitry-it passed in the direc-
tion where the greatest amount of
fertile lands were liable to be found.
He was quite aware that, from the Red
River, and from a considerable dis-
tance east of the Red Rivei, passing
the city of Winnipeg, and, on its south
-end, Lake Manitoba, and some distance
west of that, the line would transverse
very excellent fertile land. He did
not think with the hon. member for
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) that for a
distance of 200 miles west of that lino
the land was good. Taking the direc-
tion indicated by the hon. member for
Marquette (Mr. Ryan), that was, from
the south shore of Lake Manitoba to
the bond of the Saskatchewan, that
would pass through a very considerable
tract of land that was barren, and so
also would be the portion immediately
oast of the South Branch of the Sas-
katchewan River.

Mr. MASSON: I could not have ex-
plained myself well. I did not say
that for 200 miles west the land was
good, but I said the fertile part of that
country extends for about 200 miles
from the boundary line running north
and south.

Mr. MAozuizIE.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that, con-
cerning this particular part of the
work, the last examinations which had
been made established, in the first
p lace, that, to carry the line from the
Red River by the south of the Riding
Mountains, would involve much heavy
work in crossing the deep and wide
Assiniboine River and its tributaries;
and, secondly, that by making a diverg-
ence up the valley, this heavy work
could he avoided, but that the latter
course would necessitate a considerable
detour from the direct line. Accord-
ingly, further examinations were made.
Mr. Fleming's last report, which was
not yet published, gave a brief sketch
of the country through which the line
had been run. Now, it was a serious
matter, when hon. gentlemen from
Manitoba asked that another survey
should be made from Red River
all the way to the south bond of
the Saskatchewan. The surveys upon
the Pacitic Railroad thus far had ex-
ceeded considerably the cost of $1,500
per mile. It was quite true that this
part would not cost anything like that
amount, but it was certain that the
expenditure of $70,000 or $80,000
would be required to do what was now
asked for; and it was equally certain
that it would require the greater por-
tion of two years, if not the whole of
two years. It could not be finished in
one year, and the whole work would
be put back at least for a year before
they would be able to reach the point
now reached in the location of the line,
in preparing profiles, and taking
all the necessary steps to invite
parties to tender for the entire work,
on the basis of the Act of 1874.
The Government could have no possible
objection to any examination which
was likely to result in benefit to the
road and to the locality, and he might
say that he could adopt the idea that,
if the locality could be benefitted with-
out seriously interfering with the
general results to be achieved, as to
length and cost, it would be the duty
of the Governmont to moet the
suggestion. He could only say, with
regard to that portion of the line, that,
while the Government were prepared
to listen to all that might be said, they
had also felt bound to obtain informa-
tion from every quarter. It was at
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first represented to the Government
that a very large pro ortion of the
territory to be traversed, or about to
be traversed, was either barren or
incapable of cultivation. One gentle-
man told him that he believed that, if
a 10ft. pole were left in the ground,
with a sharp point, it would sink 10ft.
or 12ft. down of its own weight. He
(Mr. Mackenzie) questioned Mr.
McLeod, one of the engineers who
went over the ground and spent many
months there, and he informed him
that there was no point that he knew
of where any such soil could be found,
and he told him what Mr. Fleming
now reported,-that there were places
where there was a little wet soil on the
surface, of a mossy or peaty material
from 2 ft. to 2½ ft., or possibly 3 ft. deep
in some places; but that everywhere
this was capable of drainage, and the
profile, as he had alieady said, was
excoedingly favourable. It was not
quite correct to assume that there was
no expenditure upon this part of the
line. Throughout the whole length
of this line a width of 132ft. had been
cleared of timber, and the telegraph
poles had been erested. It was true
that the line was not in the hands of
the contractors, but a great deal of the
work which had been done for the
telegraph would be work ultimately
for the road itself. Whatever works
had been done by the telegraph
contractors would not require to be done
by the railway contractors. The instruc-
tion was that the telegraph line was to
be in the exact line to be traversed by
the railway. He would of course give
every consideration to the statements
that hon. gentlemen had made, but he
would also say that no change could,
in any case, be made in the status quo
during the coming season, as no con-
tracts could be submitted to Parliament
until the next Session; and, if circum-
stances or events should so develop
themselves as to produce a new state
of things, or information should reach
the Government which would in any
way materially change the position
which had been assumed to exist at
present in this quarter, no step would
of course be taken until Parliament
was advised of it, either by asking for
money for a survey in another direc-
tion, or by embracing more modifica-

tions in any tender that might be
asked for or received when Parliament
next met. He could not at present say
there was any likelihood of any such
information reaching the Government,
as he presumed the engin eers employed
by the Government had made an
exhaustive examination of the whole
country. They had, from lake to sea,
traversed and surveyed, to a greater or
less extent, some 30,000 or 40,000
miles of this enormous territory, in
order to reach the point that had now
been reached in the survey and
location of the line. Whatever hon.
gentlemen might feel, think or desire,
the Government felt that it was a very
serious matter to interfere with the
conclusions arrived at by eminent
engineers, whose sole instructions were
-and he had no doubt those instruc-
tions had been carried out-to consider
what was best for the interests of the
whole country. and, at the same time,
to give such consideration to local
circumstances as could justly be in-
voked without destroying the general
character of the work.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said lie was
very much pleased that the motion had
been made, as it had given an oppor-
tnnity for the discussion which had
taken place, by means of which much
valuable information had been given
with regard to that portion of the
country. He could appreciate the
importance of the consideration of
expense, referred to by the First
Minister, in taking the southern instead
of the northern route. But he was
certain that the people of Manitoba,
finding it to their great advantage to
have the railway pass through their
country, would gladly have given the
land required for the railway. Of
course he did not speak with authority,
but he felt assured that he but spoke-
the feelings of the people of Manitoba.
He was also glad that the hon. the
Minister of Public Works had given
the assurance that, should information
reach the Government that it would be
advisable to place the line southward,
they would consider whether the
present arrangement sbould not be
broken. That portions of the country,
after going some 140 miles beyond the
Winnipeg, were of a very light char-
acter was well known, but, excepting
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that, he believed the country was very
good. He had been over the whole of
it himself, and could speak from per-
sonal observation. He was also pleased
to hear the hon. the Minister of Public
Works say that where the interest of
Manitoba could be considered it would
be, when it was not opposed to the
general interest of the Dominion.

Mr. TUPPER said he did not rise
for the purpose of continuing the dis-
cussion, as he intended, at an early
day, to take an opportunity to invite
the attention of the fouse to the
whole question of the policy of the
-Governnent in reference to the
Canadian Pacific Railway; and he was
anxious to avoid covering any portion
of the same ground now. But Le
wished to ask the First Minister when
he would lay before the flouse the
report from which he had been kind
*nough to read to the House. Parlia-
ment had voted enormous sums of
money for the survey of the Canadian
Pacifie Railway; millions had been
expended on the work, and yet they
had been left Session after Session
without any detailed statement of what
had been done with the money, what
had been accomplished, or the amount
of information that had been obtained.
He presumed that the document which
the hon. the Minister held in his hand
was a portion of the Progress Report of
the Canadian Pacifie Railway, and it
appeared to be in type. He would
like to ask whether that document
was to be submitted in the closing
days of the Session, or whether Parlia-
ment was now to have the advantage
of the information that, at such immense
cost to the country, had been obtained,
and which he was sure every hon.
member must feel he ought to have,
in order to deal with a question of such
magnitude in the manner it deserved.

Mr. MACKENZIE said, when Mr.
Fleming returned fron England, Le
requested him to proceed immediately
with the report, and he had been en-
gaged upon it, he might almost say,
night and day. The work was only
partially completed and was partly in
type. The completion of the report
had been much delayed through the
absence of Mr. Fleming at the Courts
at Quebec and Halifax in the cases of

Mr. SmTu.

petitions of right in connection with
the Intercolonial Railway contracts.
It was intended to print the narrative
and important parts before the rest,
and he hoped it would be before the
louse in a few days in as succinct
form as possible.

Motion agreed to.

PROIIIBITORY LIQUOR LAW.

RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Mr. SCHULTZ moved:
" That, in the opinion of this House, a

Prohibitory Liquor Law is the only effectual
remedy fior the evil of intemperance, and
that it is the duty of the Governient to sub-
mit such a measure at the earliest moment
practicable."

He said he would have preferred this
motion being made by some one in the
House more identified with the temper-
ance movement than himself, and it
was in the hope that such would b.
the case that he had delayed the pres-
ent motion until this advanced period
in the Session. It, however, he thought,
made little matter who brought up
this great question which, this Session
or at some future Session, must be
settled by the General Council of the
nation. While it was true that he
(Mr. Schultz) did not belong to any
temperance organization, yet he would
always remember with pleasure that
the North-West Council, of which he
had the honour of being a member, had
passed, early in its existence, the first
Prohibitory Law in Canada, and the
result had been that in over one-half
of the Dominion the manufacture
and sale of liquor had been pro-
hibited, and with effects so good
that he would like to see the experi-
ment tried in the other half. Of
course, he had not heard the discussions
of the past six Sessions withcut being
aware of the difficulties in the way, and
yet he had never been able to sympa-
thize with any of the many means
which had been taken to prevent a
direct expression of opinion by the
House on this important matter; and,
while at this moment, many -beld
action in the matter to be premature
on account of the fact that the question
of jurisdiction was at this moment be-
fore the Supreme Court, and that a
decision would not be given till next
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eummer, yet he (Mr. Schultz) could
see no impropriety in taking the sense
of the House on the subject now. If the
Supreme Court d-cided that the Do-
minion Legislature had no power to
pass a Prohibitory Law, then the mat
ter dropped for want of jurisdiction;
while, if that Court decided otherwise,
then the Government were forti-
fied with an expression of the opinion
of the House in this motion, and their
course was clear to mature a measure
for introduction at the coming Session.
What the result of the vote would be,
if it couid be fairly brought to a vote,
he (Mr. Schultz) thought there could
,be no doubt. Nearly all the principal
public men of the country had ex-
pressed themselves in its favour at
various times, and enquiry into the
subject showed that twenty-three years
ago-in 1854-a Prohibitory Bil passed
its second reading, and was only de-
feated finally by one vote. Since that
time, the agitation had continued, but
had never culminated within his own
memory. It had seemed several times
on the point of being disposed of, but
some unhappy twist, some ingenious
device tided over the difficulty till they
had reached the present stage. In
1873, the Ontario Legislature and sixty-
eight municipalities petitioned these
louses for the passage of a Prohibitory

law. These petitions, with 384 peti-
tions, containing the names of nearly
40,000 persons, were referred te a Com-
mittee, who reported as follows:-

"The Select Committee to whom was re-
ferred the petitions presented to the Senate,
praying for the enactment of a law to pro-
hibit the manufacture and sale of intoxicatinghquors in the Dominion, hiave the honour to
Eubmit the following as tleir Report:-

" The number of petitions referred to vour
Corinttee to this date is 447, of which one
is from tne Legislative Assernbly of the Pro-
vince Of Ontario; 68 are from municipal
councils, three from church courts, and 375
fron an aggregate of 36,224 individuals;
25,945 of whom are of the Province of Ontario,
and 10,279 of the Province of Quebec.

" The individual petitioners are men of ahl
ranks and classes ofeociety, of'all professions
and trades, and of ail shades <f reI igious and
rlitical opinion, and mauy of thei occup
nigh positions in churches and municipa -

ities, in the medic1 and legal professions-
and im the Provincial and lominion Le is-
latures: constituting in the aggregate sucii a
large and influential representation of the in-
telhgence and public sentiment of the country

as to entitle their testimony and their prayer
to the fulleet and iost favourable conisider-
ation of the Senate-while the ftact of so nmany
munie p i coumîcils and the iouse or
Assen, by of Ontario joining in time saine
prayer clearly indicates the deepfelt and
urgent need of the legislation petitioned for.

" Your Conimittee do not regard the
absence of petitions froin the other Provinces
as evidencing any lack of symîpathy with-
much less any opposition to-the petitions
from Ontario and Quebec; they know from
unofficial but thoroughly reliable resources
that a Prohibitory Law is desired by large
numubers in those Provinces, who will doulït-
iess send in their petitions at the next Session
of Parliamnent.

" The united unvarying testi mony of all
the petitioners is, that the vice of intemper-
ance is spreading-mîainly in consequence of
the facilities afforded for the sale of intoxi-
cating liquors. That the trafie in these
liquors is the prolific cause of three-fourthis
of the crime and pauperism in the country.
That so long as the traffic is licensed and
protected by law, the evils resulting from in-
temaperance cannot be repressed-all the
various attempts by stringenit Licen se Law
having signally failed-anid they therefore
pray for a solute prohibition of the manu-
facture and sale of intoxicating liquors as
beverages.

" Tlieir testimnony is fullv sustained by
the evidence already collected, and preseuted
to the House of Connons now m Session,
by a Comnmittee of that Honourable House
in their second report, w-here thîey state that
they find four-fifths of the crime in Ontario,
and the saine proportion of comnmitments to
gaol in Ontario and Quebec, are directly or
indirectly traceable to the trafic in and use
of these liquors.

"Your Committee aie fully convinced
that the traffic in intoxicating liquors, in
addition to the evils already mentioned, is
detrimental to all the true interests of the
Dominion, nercilessly slaying every year
hundreds of lier most promisîng citizens;
plunging tlousands into misery and want;
converting lier intelligent and industrious
sons, who should be ber glory and ber
strength, into feeble inebriates, lier burden
and lier shame; wasting millions of lier
wealth in the consunption of an article
whose use not ouly imparts no strength, but
induces disease and insanity, suicide and
murder, thus diverting into a hurtbil chan-
nel the capital that should be emîployed in
developing her resources, estaldishiing lier
manufactumres, and expanding ner comnerce;
in short, it is a cancer in the body politic,
which, if notspeedily eradicated, wilI mar
the bright prospects a id blignt the patriotie
hope of this noble Dominion.

" Your (conmmittee are not unmindfuil f the
serious apparent diminution ofrevenue which
would temporarily result from t2e sup-
pression of the mianufacture and sale of
these destructive liquors; that it would be
munch less in reality than appearance is per-
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fectly clear, for a very large amount of the
expQnditure for criminal jurisdiction, and
maintenance of gaols, penitentiaries, and
asylums, would be saved immediately, and
should be deducted from the apparent loss ;
but even were it otherwise, your Committee
would regard it as directly contrary to the
spirit and fundamental principles of our
truly British code of laws to allow any con-
sideration of loss of revenue to hinder the
removal of this great national evil, or to
accept any amount of revenue as an equiva-
lent for legalizing a traffic so pernicious in its
effects upon the community. They are,
moreover, firmly of opinion that, instead of
impoverishing the revenue, the effect of a
Prohibitory Liquor Law, faithfully enforced,
would be largely and permanently to increase
it, saving the fifty millions of dollars now
expended annually in the Dominion for these
liquors, and converting that immense sum,
now lost, into a capital yielding large returns
from its being employed in trade and manu-
factures.

"Your Committee regard it as the first
and highest duty of Parliament to legislate
for the peace, happiness, and material pros-
perity of the people, and consequently for
the removal and prevention of evis such as
are proved to be now injuring and threaten-
ing the country through the common use of
intoxicating liquors; and concurring in the
opinion of the Legislative Assembly of

n tario, as expressed in their petition, ' that
a Prohibitory Liquor Law, such as prayed
for by the petitioners, would be most
beneficial in its results ' to the Dominion,
would respectfully recommend that the
prayer of the petitioners be favourably enter-
tained and inapmuch as at this late period
of the Session it would be impracticable to
ia.rry through a well considered, comprehen-

sive Prohibitory Law, that the Senate, at the
commencement of the nextSession of Parlia-
ment, do appoint. with the concurrent action
of the House offCommons, a joint Committee
of both Houses upon the subject, to consider
what steps should then be recommended to
Parlianent in connection therewith.

"ALEXANDER VIDAL, C'airman.
"D. CHRISTIE.
"BILLA FLINT.
"J. O. BUREAU.
"J. FERRIER.
"L LAcoSTE,
"M. A. GIRARD.
"JAMES R. BENsoN.
" A R. McClELA."

In accordance with the recommen-
dation of this Committee, in the fol-
lowing year (1874) the Select Com-
mittee Of the Senate presented the
following report :

" The Select Comrnittee, to whon were
referred the several petitions presented to the
ßenate, praying for the enactment of a law
to prohibit the traffic in intoxicating liquors

]r. SCeHuL

in the Dominion, beg leave to submit the
following as their Report thereon :-

" The petitions which have been referred
to your Committee number 993, and have
attached to them 349,294 signatures, being
ten times the number of those of last ïear ;
147 of the petitions are -from municipal
councils, and nine from other representative
bodies, each acting for a considerable num-
ber of persons ; it is, therefore, obvious that
the aggregate number of signatures men-
tioned would have to be largely increased,
probably to 500,000, in order to convey au
approxinate idea of the vast number of indi-
viduals who plead for a prohibitory liquor
law. Among these representative petitions,
there is one from the Legislative Assembly
of New Brunswick, signed by thirty-three
members, and one from the General Assem-
bly of the Canada Presbyterian Church,
which claims a constituency of 226,000
churci members; and it must not be forgot-
ten thatthe Legislative Assembly of Ontario
joined last year in the prayer of these
petitions.

" That the desire for legislative prohibi.
tion is not of a nerely local or even Provia-
cial character, is shown by the petitions
coming from all the Provinces of the
Dominion.

" There are froin
"Ontario, 633 petitions, with 302,090 signa-

tures ;
Quebec, 103 petitions, with 140,038 signa-

tures;
" New Brunswick, 92 petitions, with 16,335

signatures ;
" Nova Scotia, 119 petitions, with 13,622

signatures;
"Prince Edward Island, 43 petitions, with

3,174 signatures;
"British Columbia, 2 (municipal) petitions,

with 34 signatures;
"Manitoba, 1 (Presbyterian Ciurch) peti-

tion, with i signature.
"Your Comiittee regard the vast and

annually increasing number of petitioners,
and their unanimity in the statements and
prayer of their several petitions, as indicating
the immense and pressing importance of the
subject to which they call the attention of
the Senate, and the profound and wide-spead
feeling of the need ot such legislation asshall
at once check, and eventual ly extirpate from
our land, the vice of iteinperance, which
bas so long been, and still is, a prolhfic
source of crime and misery, disease and
death, and a blight upon the fair prospects
of our young Dominion.

" The whole of the petitioners join in
asserting that the vice of intemperance is
fearfully prevalent and increasing, and that
it results mainly from the facilities afforded
by law to the traffic in intoxicating liqiüors.
Your Committee have no means of testing
the accuracy of the statement, but their own
personal observations, and the facts brought
to view in the official returns of Customs and
Excise, showing the enormous quantity con-
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sumîîed in the Dominion, lead thein to place
full reliance on the assertion.

" These returns show that, for the year
ending 30th June, 1873, the quantity of
intoxicating liquors imported into Canada,
and entered for home consumption, was
2,910,304 gallons, valued at $2,075,089; and
the quantity manufactured in addition there-
to, aflter deducting exporta, was 16,308,625
gallons, valued at $9,785,154; they also
show that 121,762,347 lb. of valuable grain,
principally Indian corn, wheat, barley and
rye, were used in their manufacture; these
quantities and value, are in excess of those
of the preceding year.

" The petitioners further assert that the
traffic in intoxicating liquors is shown, by
the most careful inquiries, to be the cause
of, probably, not less than three-fourths of
the pauperismr, immorality and crime found
in this country. The evidence gathered by
the Committee of the House of Comnions,
and reported last year, is strongly corrobora-
tive of this assertion ; but your Committee
are of opinion that more full and extended
official ntormation on this very important
branch of the subject, than can asibly be
procured by Parlianientary Uomnuttees
during the time the Houses are in Session,
should be obtained by the Government and
laid before Parliament.

" A third assertion is made by the petitio-
ners, viz: that the history of legislation
upon the liquor traffie shows conclusively
that the evils resulting froni intemperance
annot be suppressed so long as the traffic is

licerised and protected by Îaw; this state-
nent is proved by referenue to the Statutes,
both Imperial and Provincial, and the un-
questionable increase of intemperance while
lîcense laws have been in firce; these law
have, indeed, signally failed in their pro-
fessed object of so curtailing and regulating,
the traffic as to repress that vice. c

" The petitioners, with one accord, pray
for a law to prohibit the manufacture andsale of intoxicating liquors, evidently believ-
Ig that such entire prohibition, and nothingshort of it, wll prove effective i removi or
in muaterially lessening the evils of whîch
they complain ; they do not assign their
reasons for this belief, but they are, doubt-
less, based upon the failure of the licensing
8ysteni, and in the experience of other count-

riswhere prohxbitory lawg have been enact-
ed, as soa by the testimony t the benefi-
cial effects which have resulted from such
legislation, which was obtained and apuen-ded to their report last year by the Com-
mittee of the House of Couinions.

"As it lias already been officially an-
nounced in Parliameut that the prayer of
these Petitions cannot be granted at this
Present Session, your Committee refrain from
subxxnitting any opinior. or recommendation

imiediate lezslative action ; but theyConaider that the lîe has arrived when the
hrnest attention of the Governient and ofthe Legislature ehould be given to this im-
Portant subject, with the view of discovering

and applying the best remedy for the gigan-
tic evil that affects so seriously the peace
and prosperity of the Dominion.

"Your Committee, therefore, recommend
that steps shall be taken without delay to
ascertain how far the attenpts to remove the
evils of intemperance, by legislative prohibi-
tion of the traffic in intoxicating liquore in
other countries or states, have resulted
eithier in success or failure, in order that
Parliament, at its next Session, mnay be in
possession of all the information necessary
for its guidance in determining whether the
legislation prayed for should be granted or
withheld ; and as this cannot, at this Session,
be done by your Committee, they recommend
that an humble address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor-G eneral, respect-
fully requesting himîî to lay bef re Parliament,
at its next Session, such information as His
Excellency may be able to obtain thereon.

All which is respectfully subnitted.

"ALEXANDER V1DAL, CAwiman,
BILLA FiuN,

"J. FERRIER,
'J. O. BUREAU,
".C. ArKiNs,1

IALR MC'CLELA,N
"DDAiD WARK,
"DoNAm MONTGOMERY,
"D. McDoxAiD,
"M. A. GIRARD,

"J4AMEs R. BNsoiN,
"A. W. McLELAN,
" L. LAcoSTE,
"W. J. MACDONALD,
"GEORGE ALEXANDER."

The recommendation of this report
resulted in the appointment of a Com-
mission who presented their report in
1875, and since that time parliamen-
tary action had ceased in reference to
this question. It would be noticed
that both reports were quite decided in
their recommendation to the Govern-
ment of action in the matter, and the
report of the Commission was, he
believed, for it was not at hand, equally
favourable. To him (Mr. Schultz) this
seemed conclusive. If more evidOnce
were wanted of the effect on national
life, we had that of Chief Justice Cole-
ridge, who attributed " ail the crimes
of violence in England to the use of
intoxicating drinks, and affirmed that
if indulgence in them could be pre-
vented, nine-tenths of the jails would be
closed for want of inmates." And we
had the corroborative testimony in
nearly as strong words of our own
Chief Justice Harrison, in hi able ad-
dress on the opening of the Court a
week or two ago n -this city. If the
matter was one of revenue, let it b.
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frankly and fairly stated; if one of
jurisdiction, he (Mr. Schultz) had

-already explained his views; and if one
of expediency, he trusted every hon.
gentleman would remember the records
of crime and suffering and misery
which our Blue-books contained, the
pitiful tale told by the innumerable
petitions of past years, and, divesting
himself of every consideration of
local influences, resolve, on this ques-
-tion of such vital importance to so
many of bis weaker fellow-creatures,
to look only to that which was right.

Mr. FARROW said, as seconder of
,the motion, he desired to say a few
words on the subject before the House.
The hon. member for Lisgar, who had
introduced the motion, the other day
had requested him not to let the mat-
ter drop, but in the hon. member's
absence to move the motion for him.
When the day came he thought the
best thing to do would be to ask the
hon. member for West Middlesex (Mr.
Ross), the champion of the temperance
cause, to second the motion. le asked
the hon. member for West Middlesex
to do so, and he replied " No." He
then asked the hon. member if lie would
move the motion and he (Mr. Farrow)
would second it. The answer of the
hon. mem ber was again " No." He
asked the hon. member for an explan-
ation of his course,wherei upon he said he
,did not th ink it would be in t be interests
of temperance at the present juncture.
He was surprised at the remark of the
hon. member. That hon. gentleman,
for a num ber of years past, had been
going up and down in the country
lecturing and speaking to the people
,on the temperance question, appealing
to their good sense, to their morality
-and sympathy, and presenting evidence
that both their bodies aud souls were
.going down to destruction ; but all the
appeals had died away, and, notwith-
standing the misery. the deaths and
the destruction, the hon. member for
West Middlesex was willing to let
the subject drop, not caring that
bodies were going down to untimely
graves and souls to destruction. He
(Mr. Farrow) thought no time should
be lost, and therefore believed that,
under the circumstances, the hon.
member for West Middlesex would
have been only too glad to have either

Mr. SCHULTZ.

moved or seconded the motion of which
notice had been given by the hon.
member for Lisgar. However, the bon.
member thought differently, and would
not do it. The country would now see
how much the hon. member was in
earnest ; how his present course differed
from his past course. The House could
remember what the hon. member's
action had been during the past
eighteen months or two years. They
knew that he worked earnestly for the
cause in Parliament, and ho (Mr.
Farrow) had always -given the hon.
member for West Middlesex credit for
being sincere. The great obstacle in
the way at the present time was that
action on the question did not suit the
Government. He (Mr. Farrow) did
not understand why it should not suit
the Government. The present Gov-
ernment in 1873 professed before the
House that they had the subject at
heart, and they declared to the peoplo
that they would settle it. Looking
back at the history of the question, he
found that, in 1873, when the late Gov-
ernment was in power, many petitions
were presented to Parliament. The
late Government treated those petitions
with respect and appointed a Select
Committee to which they were referred.
Moreover, when the report of
the Committee was presented, it was
printed and thousands of copies cir-
culated throughout the country. The
Government had appropriated $500
for the purpose of having li-
quors tested, and those efforts
were appreciated by the temperance
people. In 1873 the Government re-
signed. He believed, if the Govern-
ment had continued in power up to this
time, the country would have seen a
different state of affairs. He appealed
to the House and country whether the
position would have been worse. On
the resignation of the late Administra-
tion, the hon. the present Premier
formed his Government. The hon. the
First Minister woula remember having
been in Toronto in November, 1873,
when a temperance convention was
being held in Shaftesbury Hall. The
chief speakers on that occasion were
Messrs. Warring Kennedy and Knowl-
ton, both Reformers and friends of the
hon. the Premier. They wanted to
indoctrinate the mehmbers of the con-
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vention with the idea that the hon. the
Premier was all in love with temper-
ance. Mr. Knowlton had a night con-
ference with the hon. the Premier on
the question. About eight o'clock in
the evening, Mr. Knowlton returned to
Shaftesbury Hall from the Queen's
Hotel after his conference with the
hon. gentleman. Mr. Knowlton said :
"JI have a very important communi-
cation to make to this Grand Lodge.
I have just come from the Queen's
lotel where 1 have had an interview
with the Premier, the Hon. Mr. Mac-
kenzie, and he assures me that he is
strong for prohibition, and if we will
only back him up with plenty of
petitions he will do his utmost to have
enacted as speedily as possible a Pro-
hibitory Liquor Law. He also assures
me he is a strong tenrperance man, a
Good Templar, and were it not for pres-
sing engagements elsewhere ho (the
Premier) would have been with us to-
night." He thought if the English,
language meant anything this meant
something. But let them look a
little further. What was the advice
used throughout the country? He
asked this question in all earnestness.
The Globe said that the Reformers were
the men of prohibition, and that if
those men were elected the darling
object of the temuperance advocates
would be accomplished. The Canada
Casket, published at Napanee, said the
same thing; and the papers were sont
not only to subscribers but non-sub-
scribers. The people gave the hon.
the Premier credit for his principles;
they believed that he was sincere. The
hon. gentleman might be sincere, but it
was his bounden duty to show his sin-
cerity. The hon. gentleman had had
from 1873 to 1877, and had done nothing
-no, he had done a little. It was not
much, to be sure, but the hon. gentle-
man should be given credit for what
he had done. In 1874, Commissioners
were appointed and sent to Maine to
ascertain how the law worked there.
The hon. the Premier and the hon.
member for Middlesex knew very well
how that law worked, and there was
ne occasion for them to expend $2,000
in the fhape of a Commission. But a
few dullars were nothing to time; give
them plenty of time and they would
squander another $2,000. The Commis-

sion made a good report, but it con-
tained just such information as could be
obtained from several books in the
Library. However, this showed the
G-overn ment were sincere so far. Peti-
tions came pouring in after the appear-
ance of the report, and it was evident
that something must be done. They
were not prepared to meet the question,
but the hon, member for North York
solved the difficulty-that hon. gen-
tleman eut the Gordian knot. At
his suggestion a grand national tem-
perance convention was held at Mont-
real ; all the notables were there, along
with the hon. member for North York
(Mr. Dymond) and the hon. member
for Drummond and Arthabaska (Mr.
Laurier). They held high jubilee.
They had good times. Many of them
had their expenses paid as delegates
from temperance societies. They
wanted to show themselves in earnest,
and tried to get a good Conservative
(Mr. Tilley) in the chair; but failing,
they got another man, an earnest
worker, to preside. But everything
that was to be done was plantned by
the hon. members for North York and
West Middlesex; they managed the
affair to suit themselves.

Mr. DYMOND: Allow me to say
that I was not present at that conven-
tion.

Mr. FARROW said he was given to
understand the hon. gentleman was
present.

Mr. DYMOND: i am sorry tlhat I
was not able to be there.

Mr. FARROW said at ail events the
hon. members for West Middlesex and
Arthabaska were present. When the
point came up about the plé/>iscite, they
made every objection to it, stating that
it was wrong and unceonstitutional:
but he (34r. Farrow) thouglht it would
be the best thing that could happen to
Canada, if the people were allowod to
express their opinion by vote on this
subject. But another strange thing
happened at that meeting. The hon.
member for West Middlesex advised
that no more petitions ought to be sent
to Parliament. He (Mr. Farrow) was
sorry that this advice had been taken,
for otherwise there would have been
100,000 petitions this Session, and they
must have doue some good. This was
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the way in which these hon. gentlemen
had treated this subject. The late Hon.
Malcolm Cameron said, at a temperance
meeting at Ottawa, that if the Gov-
ernment wanted. to pass a Prohibitory
Liquor Law they would soon find a way
to do it. That was certainly true.
The Government had shown a strange
apathy all along in regard to this
question; and this Session their con-
duct was still more strange. They
had placed an additional duty on malt,
which was a direct thrust against the
temperance cause. If the Government
did not want to pass a Prohibitory
Liquor Law, they might at any rate
let the people have the cheapest and
least hurtful drink. They claimed that
whiskey would not bear any duty, but
that spirit did not gay as much
duty as it did in the United States and
England. Besides, a great deal of
brandy was manufactured in Canada,
which might easily bear some duty.
What did the drinking usages of the
country cost the country every year ?
It cost the United States $650,000,000
per annum for drink, and, allowing the
same proportion to Canada according
to population, we had the enormous
figures of $65,000,000, and when the
cost of deahng out and waste was taken
into consideration, the total cost would
be $130,000,000 per year. It seemed
to be nothing to the Government that
this large amount was wasted yearly
on account of the liquor traffic, to say
nothing of the untimely deaths and
sufferings which were caused by intoxi-
cating drink. If it cost the United
States $6~0,000,000 on account of the
drinking traffic, Maine's share ought
to be about $21,000,000; but as a mat-
ter of fact it was not the tenth of that.
It was evident that the Maine Law
worked as well as any other law, for
through its operation the State saved
$18,000,000 per annum. Owing to
this saving, when the panie came in
1873, the people of that State were un-
affected by it. If the report of the
Commission was good, it ought to have
been acted upon. The Government
probably thought nothing of squander-
ng 82,000, but that sum helped to

make up the deficit of $1,900,000. lie
was not under obligations to any tem-
perance society, but he was quite
willing to vote for a ProhibitoryLaw

Mr. FARROw.

and leave the rest to the country. He
thought hon. gentlemen on the Minis-
terial side ought to explain why they
had not acted up to their professions in
this regard, and to state what their
present intentions were.

Mr. ROSS (West Middlesex) said the
hon. member for Lisgar (Mr. Schultz)
in his preparatory remarks seemed,
to a certain extent, to feel the peculiar-
ity of his position, and expressed the
regret that bis resolution was not in
the hands of some gentleman more in-
timately connected with the temper-
ance cause. Whether the hon. gentle-
man felt in lis own mind an apparent
incongruity in the position he held
among temperance men, and in the
new rôle which he had assumed, he
(Mr. Ross) was unable to say.

Mr. SCHULTZ said he would like
to correct the hon. gentleman. This
was no new rôle, as he occupied pre-
cisely the same position as he assumed
two years ago in relation to this
matter.

Mr. ROSS said, that being the case,
he would strike ont the word "new."
He could not say that he at all regretted
the position the hon. gentleman had
taken. He (Mr. Ross) was so warm
an advocate of the temperance cause
that he was quite willing to see, even
under peculiar, unfavourable circum-
stances, any hon. member advocate it,
and he hailed as valuable and, ho trust-
ed, earnest and devoted acquisitions
to the temperance ranks, the two ben.
gentlemen who had just addressed ýthe
House. The hon. member for North
Huron seemed to be animated with a
particular desire to make it appear
that the hon. the Premier and himself
(Mr. Ross) appeared to great disadvan-
tage before the House and the country
as the advocates of temperance. The
hon. member launched out with a great
charge against him that he had at
first done a great deal as an advocate of
temperance, and was now doing very
little. His hon. friend, he was afraid,
misapprehended very much the
position ho occupied. He could only
tell the hon. member that, so long as
he secured the appreciation and support
of the temperance organizations
throughout the Dominion, and so long
as he was sustained by his own con-
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stituents, and felt justified in lis own
consciousness of right, ho cared not for
any charges hurled against him by
bon. gentlemen, who, he trusted, were
at this moment not bringing the tom-
perance question before the House,
not to secure its advancement, but with
some sinister purpose.

Mr. SCHULTZ: I desire to ask my
hon. friend whether he makes this as a
statement or as an insinuation.

Mr. ROSS: My hon. friend may take
it just to mean what it means-either
as a statement or as an insinuation.

Mr. SCHULTZ: It seems to me
that

Mr. ROSS: I am sorry that my
hon. friend quarrels with me, because
we are both rowing in the same boat.

Some iHON. MEMBERS: Order.
Mr. SPEAKER said he did not un-

derstand the bon. gentleman to charge
the hon. member for Lisgar with act-
ing for sinister purposes. It would be
much better, however, if such words
were not used.

Mr. ROSS said his expression was
that lie hoped that the hon. gentlemen
were not actuated by any sinister mo-
tive. He would be very sorry to charge
the hon. member for Lisgar or any
other hon. member with acting with
sinister motives. He wished to briefly
review the position ho occupied in re-
ference to the temperance movement.
In 1873, he served on a Committee, of
which Mr. Bodwell, member for South
Oxford, was chairman, which brought
in a report sustaining the idea of a Pro-
hibitory Liquor Law. He held then
that in endeavouring to bring about such
a great change it would be wise for
the temperance men to move cautiously
and perhaps to hasten slowly. The
House was well aware that temperance
sentiments did not predominate in the
Dominion and statistics in possession
of the House showed that the consump-
tion of intoxicating liquors was on the
increase. With a knowledge of those
facts, much as they were to be regret-
ted, he held that, to bring about such
a radical change as a Prohibitory Liquor
Law, temperance men, if they wished to
act wisely, should act slowly, surely,
and disereetly. le had also before his
nind the history of the temperance

movement in New Brunswick. It
would be remembered that that move-
ment was so strong a few years ago
that a Prohibitory Liquor Law was
passed by a respectable majority,
but, when the people were appealed
to in the Province, they reject-
ed the law at the polls. With
a view to prepare the country and
the people of Canada for a thorough
appreciation of the true position of
affairs, the Committee on which ho had
the honour to serve, and the Sub-Com-
mittee of which ho was chairman,
issued circulars throughout the whole
length and breadth of the Dominion.
Their desire was to collect information
in order that the electors of the Do-
minion might understand what was
the nature and character of the liquor
traffic with which they were disposed
to deal. T.hat report was circulated,
and, as his hon. friend from North
Huron (Mr. Farrow) had said, several
thousand copies of it were printed.
These were circulated extensively
throughout the country, and he ventur-
ed to say that his humble efforts -if
ho might show so much egotism-in
connection with the preparation of
that report, on which ho had bestowed
a great deal of care, bad had something
to do with the revival of the temper-
ance agitation during the last four or
five yeairs. At the next Session a sim-
ilar Committee was appointed, and, Mr.
Bodwell having retired from the House,
ho had the bonour of acting as chair-
men. He saw before him bon. gentle-
man who had also served faithfully on
the Committee, which also prepared a
report, submitting it to the House on
the 9th May, and recommending, as far
as was possible to do so, that it would
be expedient to take such stops as
would put the House in possession of
full and reliable information regarding
the operation and result of suclaws
in those States of the Amorican
Union, whether they. were new or
had been in force, with a view to
show what would be the practical work-
ing and effect of such laws in Canada.
They recommended the appointment
of a Commission for the purpose, and
this was done. It was not wholly
composed of temperance men, but of a
temperance man on the one hand and
on the other of a man who, in his own
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written statement, in his (Mr. Ross)
possession, stated he was neither in
favour of total abstinence nor of prohi-
bition. This Commission visited the
United States, and the. evidence, con-
tained in the report which was laid
before the House, was so conclusive
and so satisfactory to his mind that
he was prepared to ask the House to
express an opinion with reference to
the principle of prohibition. He did
nDot feel then, or' now, he regretted to
say, that they could at this very mo-
ment sustain a Prohibitory Liquor Law
in the Dominion; and he felt it would
be of vast importance to the temper-
ance men of Canada, if they could have
an expression of opinion from the
House of Commons-the High Court
of Parliament-on the subject. His
esteemed friend, Hon. Mr. Vidal, had
carried a rosolution through the Sonate
by a large majority affirming that pro-
hibition was the most effectual remedy
for the evils of intemperance; and he
was very anxious that this House
should also express an opinion on the
matter. He accordingly moved the
following resolution:-

" That, having regard to the beneficial
effect arising fron procibitory liquor laws in
those States of the Anerican Union where
the same are fully carried out, this House is
of opinion that the most effectual remedy for
the ends of intemperance would be to pro-
hibit the manufacture, importation and sale
of intoxicating liquors."

This resolution was submitted in the
Committee of the Whole, and it was
sustained by seventy-two votes on the
one side and nine on the other. He was
pleased with the re.ult, for he was
anxious that the advocates of temper-
ance all over the Dominion should be
able to say,when they addressed the peo-
ple, that the House of Commons, the
High Court of Parliament, had declared
that prohibition was the most effectual
remedy for the evils of intemperance.
He could assure the House that the
effect of the passage of this resolution
had been of very valuable assistance
indeed to temperance advocates
thronghout the Dominion.

Mr. BOWELL: Was that resolution
ever adopted by the House ?

Mr. ROSS: No; it was adopted by
the Committee of the House.

Mr. BOWELL: Why ?
Mr. Ross.

Mr. ROSS: The Session was closing.

Mr. BOWELL: Tell the House the
rest of it.

Mr. ROSS said the next stop was to
attempt to gather the friends of tem-
perance from all parts of the Dominion,
to ascertain what was the best course
to be taken. He invited those who
acted with him in this respect in the
House to meet together with him in
the Tower Room, and after consultation
-members of both sides of politics
were present-it was decided to call a
convention, to meet in the city of
Montreal. A Committee was appoint-
ed for that purpose, and on this Com-
mittee he found bis hon. friends from
North Huron and Lisgar. He had the
approval of these two hon. gentlemen
in ca-lling the convention, and they
were appointed by the caucus then
held to assist in preparing the business
of the convention. He regretted the
absence of these hon. gentlemen from
the convention, which was very large-
ly attended, 260 delegates being pre-
sent: 148 from Ontario; 90 from Que-
bec; 12 from Nova Scotia; 9 from
New Brunswick, and 1 from Prince
Edward Island. All the Provinces
were represented, with the exception
of Manitoba and British Columbia.
It was said in the House that he
had handled this convention. The
greatest compliment that could
be paid him-only two or three mem-
bers of Parliament who acted with
him being present at the convention,
of whom his hon. friend from East
Elgin was one-would be to say he
had handled 260 delegates sent by the
temperance men of the Dominion, so as
to serve some peculiar purpose of his
own, The convention continued in
session for three days. His hon. friend
from North Huron said they had
abandoned the principle of a plebiscite
at it. fe found that one of the reso-
lutions then adopted affirmed-" In
order that a Prohibitory Liquor Law,
when passed, may have the sympathy
and support so indispensably necessary
to its success, it is the opinion of this
convention that the Dominion Parlia-
ment should be urged to frame such a
law, subjeet to ratification by the pub-
lic vote." The question of prohibition
was of such a peculiar nature that to.
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make of it a party question for either

political party, would, in their opinion,
be to sacrifice it. They found that it
was so sacrified elsewherc. Those con-
versant with the history of prohibition
in the States of Massachusetts, New
Jersey and New York, knew very well
that the moment it was made a party
issue, the question was at that moment
ruined; and so felt many Conservatives
and Reformers who were strong advo-
cates of prohibition. They were not
anxious to place men in the position of
being obliged to sacrifice their political
principles, in order to vote for a Pro-
hibitory Liquor Law. They rather took
the ground that they would utilize the
temperance sentiment of the country
irrespective of politics, and so combine
it as to bring their united influence to
bear on this question. If they had
made a mistake they did so with the
best possible design. This resolution
was submitted to the convention and
carried without one dissenting voice.
The policy which the convention en-
dorsed was not a policy of prohibition,
as a plank in any peculiar temperance
party, but a prohibitory policy subject
to the ratification of the popular vote.
What was the next step ? No sooner had
the convention dissolved than a fresh
difficulty arose. In the Province of
New Brunswick a case came before the
Supreme Court in which it was decided
that the Dominion Parliament had
absolute jurisdiction over the liquor
traffic. In Nova Scotia a case also ap-
peared before the Supreme Court in
which it was decided that the Local
Legiblatures bad such absolute jurisdic-
tion as far as the retail sale of intoxi-
catiLg liquors was concerned; and one
of the Judges of the Province of On-
tario had rendered a similar decision.
It was further alleged by legal gentle-
men in the bouse and in the country,
and by the Local and Dominion Legis-
latures, and particularly by those who
belonged to this House, that this Par-
liament could not deal with the prohi-
bition of the sale of intoxicating
liquors. The Attorney-General of On-
tario on the other band said he could
not deal with it; and they felt that
this point must be settled before tbey
could advance safely. He consequently
last year proposed a resolution to the

ouse with the view of seeing

whether the Government had any
information in their possession-
bearing on this question. He asked
for all the correspondence between the
Government and Lieutenant-Gover-
nors of the different Provinces
regarding the relative jurisdiction of
the Dominion and Provincial Parlia-
ments over the manufacturer and sale
of intoxicating liquors.

Mr. FARROW: On what date did
you ask for that information ?

Mr. ROSS: On April 10th.

Mr. FARROW: That was a day or
two before Parliament closed.

Mr. ROSS said he did not know that
this made any difference. Unfortunately
he was not in the House during the
whole of last Session, as hon. gentle-
men knew. The motion was put on
the paper two or three days, he beli'eved,
before it was reached. The mode of
allowing motions to stand that
prevailed last Session was the cause of
its not being reached until the date-
he had mentioned. One of the objects
he had in view in moving his motion
was to ascertain whether they could
not use the power conferred upon them
by the 52nd Section of the Supreme
Court Act to get directly an opinion
from the Supreme Court as to whether
the Dominion Parliament or the Local
Legislatures had jurisdiction in the
matter. In reply to his remarks the
Minister of Justice said:

" The Supreme Court was an Appellate
Court formed for the purpose of determining
the correctness or inaccuracy of the decis-
ions of the various Provincial tribunals and
that class of cases which mnight be brought
before these tribunals for adjudication and
which might afterwards comle before it in the
proper and normal discharge of its functions
as a Court of Justice. It was obvious that it
would be a serious matter in the performance
of these duties for it to give a preliminary
o inionunder this exceptional power without
al the advantages and without those aids to
arriving at a correct conclusion to be found
in the presentation of a case-narrowed, if
you will, but also made more clearly by the
ordinary forms in which cases were pre-
sented to the Courts both as to issue and as
to argument."

From these remarks, it became quite
clear to him that to make a direct
appeal to the Government with their
request that the matter should be re-
ferred directly to the Supreme Court
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was utterly useless. They also hoped
that a case then before the Supreme
Court-Queen v. Taylor-would have
settled the question ; but it appeared
that th is case was dismissed on a tech-
nicality. This brought them down to
the p-osent stage of the temperance
movenient, and that was this: the
temperiance men of the Dominion were
anxious for legislation, but they were
unable to see where they were to go
and get it. The Judges of the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia had said that the
Dominion Legislature could not legis-
late in this matter, and that the Pro-
vincial Parliament could alone so
legislate, and Chief Justice Ritchie had
said that the Provincial Parliament
could not, and the Dominion Parlia-
ment alone could, so legislate. In
order to satisfy himself that no unrea-
sonable delay would occur, by not
putting any resolution on the paper
this Session, he placed himself in com-
munication with Attorney-General
Mowat, who had charge of a case on be-
half of the Government of the Province
of Ontario, which he expected was to
be referred to the Supreme Court, and
vhich, he thought, would involve the

principle of jurisdiction. In this cor-
respondence, he ascertained that
it was their intention in the case
which had been appealed recently
from the Court ofError and Appeal,
to open up the whole question of the
jurisdiction of the Provincial Legisla-
ture, and thus learn whether the Do-
minion Parliament or the Local Legis-
latures had control over the prohibition
of the sale and manufacture of intox-
icating liquors. This being the case at
the beginning of this Session, he de-
cided not to make any meve in the
matter. When he arrived in Ottawa,
it was his intention, were it not for
the information he had received after
his arrival from the Hon. Mr. Vidal
and others, to attempt to pass a Bill
applying the principle of the Dunkin
Act and a Permissive Bill to the Do-
minion of Canada, including vote by
ballot, one day's polling, &c. He had
had the idea, and he had it still, that if
they were to fight it out as the Ameri-
cans did, on that line, and ask the
people themselves whether they wanted
prohibition or not, it would be
best for the temperance movement in

Mr. Ross.

the end and for all paaties concerned,
inasmuch as the question of jurisdiction
was unsettled, and as he knew he would
be told by the Minister of Justice that
a case before the Supreme Court would
very likely settle it, and inasmuch as
he was aware that without this he
would be asked to withdraw any Bill
of that kind, that he should now make
no move in the matter. He felt it was
not required in the interests of the
temperance cause to do so; and, also,
that, while the temperance men
throughout the Dominion were work-
ing, they could afford to wait a little
for legislation. Looking to his
own Province, ho found that there was
scarcely a county in the Province
of Ontario that was not discus-
sing at this moment the Dun-
kin Act, a local prohibitory law.
In the Province, of Quebec, he found
the same influences at work; and even
from Manitoba, petitions lad come
down, asking for a Permissive Act to
be applied to it. Everywhere, temper-
ance organizations were at their work.
It was not by legislation that the
temperance cause was going to be bene-
fitted. This was not going to be done
by mere parliamentary enactments. If
the temperance men were ever going to
get prohibition by legislation, they
must work more outside than inside of
Parliament. All they could do there
was to secure, by statutory enactment
the pinning down on the Statute-book,
of every inch of ground they won out-
side; and if they attempted inside those
walls to forestall public opinion, and go
in advance of it, they would find very
distinct intimation hereafter that their
efforts were unnecessary, not required,
and not demanded. What he asked of his
hon. friend opposite, who had charge
of this motion,was to consider whether,
inasmuch as they could not tell whether
or not they had jurisdiction over
the liquor traffic, and inasnuch as
they knew for a fact that a question
before the Supreme Court would
decide whether or not they had
it, and inasmuch as they must
know before the next Session of
the Dominion Parliament whether
they had control over the liquor traffic
or not, it would not be unwise, in the
interests of the temperance cause and
prohibition itself, to press the question
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on the present occasion. Every tem-
perance man with whom he had come
in contact on the Council of the Do-
minion Alliance, which met in this
city a few weeks ago, and the temper-
ance press from al[ parts of the Do-
minion which he saw, agreed with him.
that, in the unsettled state of the qes-
tion at the present moment, it would
be unwise and injudicions to press for
legislation. They should wait until
they saw what power they had in the
matter, and for this reason ho objected
to his hon. friend's motion ; in the first
place, because the House had already
affirmed what his hon. friend's motion
affirmed. This Ilouse had on a pre-
vious occasion declared that a Prohibi-
tory Liquor Law was the best remedy
for the evils of intemperance, and this
resolution was recorded on the Journals
of the House. In the second place, he
objected to it because the second clause
of the resolution was entirely unneces-
sary, because it accomplished nothing.
If passed, the Government could do
nothing until they had the decision of
the Supreme Court. No Government
could take any action in the matter at
present. In view of all these circum-
stances, he was not prepared to sup-
port the resolution of bis hon. friend
from Lisgar, but ho was prepared to
offer an amendment to it. H1e would
take upon himself personally the on-
tire responsibility of standing by the
ground he had taken as a temperance
man-that they must work their way
inch by inch-cautiously, firmly,
steadily and honestly, and that
any amount of "resolveds" in the
House of Commons placed on the
paper would not aid the temperance
cause as much as honest and steady
work outside the walls of Parliament,
and a consistent reputation on the part
of those who were the advocates of
the temperan'ce cause.

Ie moved in amendment:
Iliat ail the words after Ilthat' in the

origi al motion be expunged, and the foi low-og substituted in lieu thereof:-Whereas
grave doubts exist, whether, under the ro-
visions of the British North America et,1867, this House lias the power to deal with
1h'e sale of intoxicating liquors as a ever'aze, and whereas the Court of Error and
Appeal in the Province of Ontario has refer-red a case to the Supreme Court, whereby
the relative jurisdiction of the Provincial and

72

Dominion Legislatures overthe liquor traffic
will be argued ; be it therefore resol ved, That
this House, while not receding from any

revions declaration on the importance of a
rohibitory Liquor Law, deems it inexpedi-

ent, under these circumstances, at present,
to express any opinion regarding the action
to be taken by the Governmnent in dealing
with this question."

Mr. DYMOND said, if any one had
entertained a suspicion as to the
promptings of the hon. member for
Lisgar, his fears would have been jus-
tified by the speech of the hon. gentle-
man who seconded the motion. If any
body, to use a very common expression,
had "'let the cat out of the bag, " it was
the hon. gentleman who figured as
seconder. That hon. gentleman was
a party to the consultation or confer-
ence which took place in that House,
when it was decided, on the suggestion
he believed first thrown out by himself
(Mr. Dymond), but for which others
equally took the responsibility, to hold
a convention in Montreal. If that hon.
gentleman were on that occasion acting
in good faith, and were earnest in
the prohibition cause, ho would not
have made the speech which he had
just delivered.

Mr. SCHULTZ: To whom does the
hon, gentleman refer ?

Mr. DYMOND said ho referred to
the hon. seconder of the motion; but
he might perhaps say a little about
the mover, although ho was not so sure
that the peculiar relations of that hon.
gentleman himself to the great cause
of prohibition or its converse were not
sufficiently transparent to require no
observation from him. The object of'
the convention at Montreal was simply
that they might collect from the friends
of prohibition-not merely from tem-
perance men, but from ail parties who
had the cause of temperance legislation
at heart-the opinion held as to the
practicability of taking parliamentary
action. The object, sofar as he under-
stood it, was to take the movement out
of the position of a purely temperance
sentiment, and deal with it as a great
practical issue to be presented in due
time to the country. And nothing that
was done on that occasion, and nothing
that had been done by his hon. friend
from West Middlesex (Mr. Ross) since,
had been at all at variance with the
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objects of that convention. Indeed, he
might venture to say that, without any
assilstance from the bon. member for
North Huron (Mr. Farrow) led or
sustained by the gigantic efforts in the
cause by the hon. member for Lisgar,
in Manitoba and elsewhere, there was
no cause that was making so much
progress in the country at the present
moment as the cause of the legislative
suppression of the traffic in intoxicat-
ing liquors. If any one were behind-
hand in that effort, it had not been the
politicians. He believed that the
House of Commons had been prepared
to go just as far as sensible men outside
its walls desired it should go, He had
the pleasure only a short time ago of
presiding at a large demonstration in
East York, in the village of Markham,
and there a lady, whose name bas
become a household word with this
question, Mrs. Youmans, of Picton, told
the people that the matter rested in
their hands; that Parliament had, in
the Dunkin Act, provided means where-
by they might express their own will
with regard to the liquor traffic, and
that it was not for one moment to be
expected Parliament would initiate
fresh legislation until the people them-
selves had exhausted all the powers
which Parliament had already placed
in their hands. That advice was being
acted upon, and the Dunkin Act agita-
tion was assuming large proportions in
all parts of Ontario and Quebec. In
the county with which ho (Mr.
Dymond) was politically connected,
the Dunkin Act had been carried by
454 majority. A great deal had been
said by the hon. member for North
Huron with regard to the private
views or opinions of the bon. gentle-
man who led the Government. He
(Mr. Dymond) took the opportunity
a year ago of being present with
the deputation who waited on
that hon. gentleman. Every member
of that delegation, with the excep-
tion of Mr. Malcolm Cameron,
left the room with the conviction
freely expressed that the Premier had
said all that could be expected of him,
and that he was just as earnest as any
one of his visitors in his desire to see a
Prohibitory Law take effect when the
public opinion of this country could
justify it. It happened, as they were

Mr. DYMOND.

retiring, that a conversation be
tween the Premier and Mr. Cameron
took place, and that gentleman, mis-
understanding something that the
Premier had said, which he would
have understood had he had a little
patience, rushed out, and in the course
of a few hours made the speech which
had been alluded to, and from which
some doubt upon the sincerity of the
Premier seemed to be cast. This was
the simple history of an occurrence of
which much had been said by the Con-
servative press.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were severally
considered in Committee of the Whole,
reported, read the third time and passed :

Bill (No. 41) To amend the Act to
incorporate the Bridge Company of
Rivière du Loup, in the County of Mas-
kinongé.-(Mr. Jetté.)

Bill (No. 58) To change the name of
the Dominion Building Society to that
of the City Mortgage Loan Company,
and for other purposes.-(Mr. Ouimet.)

Bill (No. 33) To incorporate La
Société de construction St. Jacques as a
Permanent Building Society, and for
other purposes.-(Mr. Jetté.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

The following Bill was considered in
Committee of the Whole and reported
with amendments:-

Bill (No. 61) To incorporate The
Canadian Securities Company (Lim-
ited.)

MARTIIA JEMIMA HA WKSHAW
HOLIWELL DIVORCE BILL.

[BILL No. 93.]

(Mr. Caneron.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the third time and passed, on
a Division.

Business.[COMMONS.]
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STOUFFVILLE ELECTORS' REP-
RESENTATION BILL.

[-BILL No. 70.]

(Mr. M4fetcalfe.)

BILL WITIIDRAWN.

Order for second reading read.
Mr. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)

said he was obliged to the promoter of
the Bill for having brought this matter
to the attention of Parliament, because
it was necessary that some legislation
should be enaeted as, otherwise, there
would be some danger of a portion of
some constituencies being entirely dis-
fianchised. Local Legislatures could
not help this matter, for, as he under-
stood the law. they had no right to
interfere with the territorial boundaries
of constituencies represented in this
House.

Mr. BLAKE said it was the fact that
in such cases there was no adequate
lirovision for the returning officer
obtaining the proper voters' lists and
adjusting such difficulties; some law
ought to be enacted to meet the case.
They ought not to be dependent upon
the accident of a Local Legislature
making special provision as in this
case. He would be very glad to
receive privately froin his hon. friend
the other instances to which he referred,
and to consider them, with others,
before the next Session, so that such
alterations as were necessary in the
Election Law might be made before
the next election. The hon. gentleman
would best consider the convenience
of the louse if he allowed the order
to be discharged.

Mr. METCALFE moved that the
order bc discharged.

Order discharged, and Bill withdrawn.

FLOATING OF CORDWOOD ON
THE RIVER ST. FRANCIS BILL.

[BILL No. 88.]

(Mr. Gill.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.
Mr. BLAK E said it would be more

convenient for the Bill to be discussed
72j

in Committee, the House not eommitt-
ing itself to the principle of the Bill.

Bill read the second timne.

SAFETY OF PASSENGERS ON
IAILWAYS BILL.-[BILL No. 89.)

(Mr. Trow.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. TIROW said that foi' the last
twenty years he had travelled exten-
sively on railways both in the United
States and Canada, and, whatever hon.
gentlemen or the Government might
think of this Bill, he was perfectly sat-
isfied that some restrictions ought to be
placed on the companies and better
provision made for the protection of
life and property. This country had
paid very largely for the construction
of railways and it behooved this Par-
liament to protect the travelling com-
munity to the best of their ability. In
this Bill he had not overlooked the in-
terests of the railway ; they would
receive what was right, but it was pro-
vided that they should talke n undue
advantage of the public. le had re-
ceived a number of letters, ono froin a
Canadian railway manager, approving
of the principle of the Bill. It the
Bill went before Committee, ho would
feel inclined to add even a few more
clauses for the better protection of the
travelling community which, since
dr'af'ting the Bill, he had become con-
vinced were necesary. The law
required that returns of accidents
should be made seri-annually, but he
found that no return hîad been made
since 1871. From the newspapers,
however, he gathered that passengers
not having ticket, had beeri put off
trains and lost their lives through
walking on the tracks. It was neces-
sary that some restriction should be
imposed in that respect. The first
clause provided that, whenever a pas-
senger purchased a ticket, ho should
receive value for his money, even to
the extent of returning to his starting
point by another train if sickness or
any other cause prevented him from
completing his contemplated journey.
It was also provided that no passen-
ger should be required to produce his
ticket or pay his fare if the com-
pany faile to find him a seat. This
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was a very necessary reform, and
ore which could be easily carried out,
if the railroad companies would show
a little consideration for their passen-
gers. It was not right that anyone
should pay uiless he received the
accommodation for which he paid. He
had seen ladies and infirm persons
standing in crowded cars, when by
putting on an extra car for the first
few miles from the station the train
started from, cveryone could have been
seated comfortably. There was another
hardship which pressed upon the
travelling community. Passengers
not getting tickets before entering the
cars were charged extra. At some
stations the ticket-agent did not arrive
until a few minutes before the train
started, and there was a general rubh
for tickets; and it was almost impos-
sible for everyone to pay their fatre
before starting, as desired. Besides,
at some stations there were a gang of
thieves, who were always on the alert
to see where pe)ple, in a hurry, placed
their purses ; and the result of this
regulation of the railway companies
was that many pensons were robbed.
He also provided that anyone not get-
ting a seat in one car should have the
privilege of going into any other
attached to the engine.

Mr. MACKENZIE:
whom it belongs to ?

No matter

Mr. TROW said Le had seen one
person occupying a car in the Lower

rovinces, and he did not think it was
right that females and infirm persons
should stand and one man have a
whole car to himself. He was aware
that the companies might assert that
they required some safeguard to make
the conductors honest, and that there
was no other way of affecting this than
having the fares prepaid at the stations.
H1e had a better idea than this of the
human family. He believed that con-
ductors would he honest if sufficiently
remunerated for their services. As a
rie they were honest, and, if properly
tîented, they would no doubt make
proper and honest returns. One par-
ticular clause he considered essential;
this was that no conductor or railway
official should put a passenger off, un-
less at a station. The wording of the
prescnt Act in this respect was indefi-

Mr. Taow.

nite. It stated that any passenger
refusing to pay his fare, should be put
off the car with his baggage at any
usual stopping place or near any dwel-
ling-house. It would do no injury to
the companies to put them off at a
station or at some place of safety at ail
events. This would be much better
than to eject them at some isolated
point on the road; under such circum-
stances, persons at times had no oppor-
tunity of leaving the track and the
result was that many valuable lives
were lost. He thought that the word-
ing of the Bill was so plain that it re-
commended itself to the members of
the House. Some restrictions on pre-
sent usages were highly essential and
necessary. He proposed the second
reading of the Bill.

Mr, BROUSE said it was the duty
of the House to carefully legislate
for the (omfort and protection of
the people, and at the same time
to see that no legislation calculated
to injure our railway system took
place. He could not agree that, if
ail the clauses of the Bill were passed,
the general public would be ad-
vantaged. For instance, the first
clause stated that tickets should be
good for the trip mentioned at any
future time. They knew that railways
ini summer, wheni competing with navi-
gation lines, were obliged to carry
passengers at lower rates than during
winter, and if this clause became law,
tickets could be purchased in summer
and used in winter. During summer
the St. Lawrence and Ottawa Rail-
wav issued second class tickets between
Ottawa and Montreal for $2, while
their price in winter was $4; conse-
quently if this clause was passed, per-
sons desirous of sending four or five
hundred men to the shanties, could buy
their tickets in the summer at the re-
duced rate, defrauding the company
of $2 on each ticket. If passengers
were allowed to remain over at sta-
tions, the effeet would be that parties
would traffic in railway tickets. They
knew that, on competing lines, rates
were very much lower for long than
for short distances; and under this sys-
tem, persons would buy tickets for
long distances, travel a short distance
on them, and then sell them, to the
great injury of railways. If the clause
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requiring companies to find seats
for passengers were adopted, no
railway would know what accom-
imodation to provide for each day,
and this it would be impossible to
ascertain. This regulation would con-
sequently cripple roads and destroy the
good effect of our general railway sys-
tem. Another point was that an indi-
vidual could take his seat in any car.
They were aware, however, that rail-
ways had no control over the seating
accommodation on Pullman cars, and
hence this regulation would do an in-
jury to the companies. Again, there
were directors, and paymasters' cars,
practically private offices, and it would
lot do to authorise people to take seats
in them. Many points in the Bill
should be carefully considered. He
really trusted that his hon. friend
would not force the Bill on the House
in its present condition, and he hoped
that in Committee, due protection
would be given to the railway com-
panies as well as to individuals.

Mr. OLIVER said ho thought the
imover of the Bill deserved the thanks
of the House and the country for pre
paring it and bringing it before the
flouse. It ought to be passed, in the
interests of the travelling community.
His hon. friend from South Gren-
ville (Mr. Brouse) took exception
to the first clause, providing that
a ticket should be good for the
trip for which it was sold. If ho was
not very much mistaken, in the State
of New York a decision had been given
to this effect. If this was law and
justice in New York, why should it not
be so here ? If the price of a ticket
from Toronto to Montreal was reduced
from $12 to $8, in consequence of
steamboat competition, this price
became the regular fare for the time
being; and, this being the case, those
who bought tickets for $8 did not ride
at reduced rates. He could not see
why a railway should not allow a
passenger, under circumstances which
could not be avoided, to get out of a
train at one station, and take passage
again on another train, on the same
ticket. When people paid for anything
at all, they expected to get that for
which they paid. It was not at all to
be supposed that the travelling con-
mflunity would, for the more pleasure

of the tbing, get off one train and get
on other trains, under such circum-
stances, after intervals of an hour or
two, or of a day or two. He thought
it was but an act of justice for railway
companies to find seats for those to
whom they sold tickets. If they were
not prepared of their own accord to do
so, they should be compelled by law to
do so. People did not buy tickets for the
privilege of standing in cars. The
mover of the Bill had referred to
advantages which railway companies
enjoyed in this country as well as in
other courtries, and, under these cir-
cumstances, the people certainly ought
to expect a fair share of justice from
them. Another important clause
provided that passengers who, un-
fortunatcly, had no money with
which te pay for tickets, ought
to be put off at convenient points in
place of being ejected at points where
there was no shelter. Common
humanity ought to compeL railway
companies to take proper care of the
travelling community, even if unfortu-
nate.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Common hon-
esty ought to keep such persons off the
cars.

Mr. OLIVER said that some people,
under certain circumstances, had to
take advantage of' trains, who were
not able to pay for the accommodation
they received. Such people ought not
be thrown off the cars as was at pre-
sent the case. A young man from his
own town had, within the last twelve
months, happened to enter the wrong
train on the Grand Trunk, north of
London, for which he had no ticket,
and being thrown off had his leg
broken by a freight train which was
following, and the leg had to be
amputated a short time afterwards.
He thought that at all events the
travelling community ought to be
dealt leniently with. He would only
take one exception to the Bill, and this
had reference to the payment for
tickets on the train itself. He had
some doubts as to the wisdom of com-
pelling companies to take the same
amount for tickets on trains as at the
regular offices. He hoped that the Bill
would be allowed to pass the second
reading, and to be referred to the Com-
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mittee on Railways, where it would be
dealt with fairly, as was usual in such
cases.

Mr. POWER said he thought that
the Bill in its present state would be
more injurious than beneficial to the
travelling public. If, for instance,
there were thirty or forty more passen-
gers appIying for tickets than was
customary, the result would be that
seats would either have to be provided,
or the overplus could not enter the
cars, for the companies would not allow
any to enter whom they could not seat.
He thought, however, that these com-
panies should be obliged to open their
eces for the sale of tickets at least

half an hour before trains started, pre-
veSting the rush for tickets and the
confusion that was now prevalent
ander such circumstances. It was a
common thing for travellers to secure
cars for themselves or for families, and
it would not be just to allow, say sec-
ond class passengers, to force their way
into such cars. Several of the clauses
of the Bill would not have a beneficial
effect, and before it should be permitted
to become law they should be struck
out.

Mr. BOWELL said any one looking
over the Bill must have come to the
conclusion that, if it was not framed in
the interest of spongers, who desired
free rides, and of dishonest conductors,
certainly if it ever became law it would
have that effect. It provided among
other things, that if a man without
money jumped on a train a railway
company would be compelled to convey
him to the next station, and this ruse
could be repeated until such a person
arrived at his destination. It
would be preferable to make it
compulsory on these companies
to carry people to their destinations,
and, if they had no money, they could
sue them for their fares. This would
make business for the lawyers, and it
would matier very little whether the
company was defeated on the execu-
tion or not. IHowever, it did seem that
a proposition of this kind was not only
absurd but monstrous. The hon. gen-
tleman said he had provided for special
or irregular trains. Let him instance
a case : There were five or seven
regular trains between Toronto and

Mr. OLIVER.

Hamilton each day. During the Pro-
vincial fair, there were a number of
special or extra trains. Under this
Bill there would be no protection to
those who desired to go to the fair.
The extra trains would be, of course,
crowded to excess, and it would be im-
possible for the railway company to
procure carriages enough to meet this
particular case. All the trains, both
regular and irregular, would be crowd-
ed; yet it was only upon the irregular
trains that the company were allowed
to do as they pleased. There were
three trains between Hamilton and
Toronto which did not stop at every
station, but went through in about an
hour and ten minutes ; and. on every-
one of them, any person who desired
to be dishonest enough c-ould steal a
free ride each way. The second clause
provided for making the ticket
good for the full journey. There
was some force in that provision.
And yet there were cases in which that
might be abused. He had been in-
formed and he believed it was true that
sometimes a person who had purchased
a through return ticket from Toronto
to Montreal would, when he had
arrived at one or two stations this side
of Montreal, step out and buy another
ticket for the rest of the journey, which
he would hand to the conductor when
he collected the tickets. On returning
he would buy a ticket the same way, a
station or two this side of Toronto, and
thus he could retain possession of his
return ticket for future use. Of cours e
that was a fraud, and it was punishable
but still there was great difficulty in
ascertaining the fact whether he had
travelled over the road or not.The clause
also which provided for the purchasing
of tickets seeined to be very objection-
able. He was of the opinion that no
clause could be framed which would be
so much in the interest of dishonest
conductors as that. There were manv
other objections to the Bill, which he
was sure would have to be met before
the Railway Committee. If it was
understood that the Bill should go be-
fore that Committee, he would have no
objection to its being read the second
time. As the Bill stood, no practical
man, acquainted with the running of
trains, would consent to its being
placed on the Statute-book. le could
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not understand why every passenger
train was required to stop three min-
utes at every station. The stoppages
were already long enough, and, unless
there was business enough to make it
pay, trains should not be made to stop
three minutes at every station. While
it might be necessary to place some
restrictions upon the conduct of railway
owners in the protection of passengers
and railway employés, he could con-
ceive it possible that any country would
adopt a Bill of this character.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had no
doubt this Bill had been prepared by his
hon. friend from South Perth (Mr.
Trow) with the greatest desire to
accommodate the travelling public.
But, on the ether hand, the Government
had a duty to perforin towards railway
companies, especially as they hap-
pened to be large railway owners
themselves. Many of the clauses con-
tained provisions which would be
intolerable if carried into practice.
For instance, a company had to pay a
certain rate for each passenger in the
Pullman cars; and yet, according to
this Bill, persons might make the pre-
tence that there were no seats in the
other part of the train, might force
themselves into the Pullman cars, and
compel the company to pay for their
riding there.

Mr. TROW said lie only intended
that persons should be able to go into
the same grade of cars. He wished
the Bill altered so as to be consonant
with this.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It would not do,
as provided in the 7th clause, to insist
that all passenger trains should have
platforms connecting each two car-
riages.

Mr. TROW said lie intended that
that clause should be omitted entirely.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the 9th
clause provided for taking possession
of all railroads, whether the Govern-
ment had them under theirjurisdiction
or not. The Government could only
deal with those roads that were under
its jurisdiction. That matter was pro-
vided for fully in the General Railway
Act. There were several provisions
which, he was really afraid, would be
disastrous to a company. It was toler-

ably clear that anyone could travel
from Montreal to Chicago free, if he
had plentyof time,bynot taking a ticket,
and by getting on again after being put
off at each station, " if his bide held out,"
according to the old saying. The
provision as to buying the tickets
before entering the car had been made
to prevent fraud on the part of con-
ductors, who, however honest they
might be as a class, had men amongst
them who took advantage of people
buying tickets on the trains to defraud
their employers; and, therefore, it was
only right that passengers should be
discouraged, by having to pay a small
additional price, from purchasing on
the trains. The Great Western Rail-
way had attempted to force all pas-
sengers to purchase their tickets before
entering the trains, but it had failed
on account of the open character of
the stations which was so general
throughout the country. The only
protection companies had was in im-
posing a small additional price for
tickets bought on the trains. He
would not object to the Bill going
before the Railway Committee, but he
would warn his hon. friend that he
must submit to a great many changes
in it before he could get it through
that Committee.

Mr. PLUMB said lie was very much
pleased at the position taken by the
First Minister with regard to this Bill.
It seemed to him that the time of this
House should not be taken up with the
consideration of such Bills. lie could
scarcely see why it should go before
the Railway Committee. No doubt it
was out of kindness to the hon.
mover that the First Minister had
assented to that course. le (Mr.
Plumb) would like to know of a
single clause which warranted its
being recommended to the serious con-
sideration of the Railway Committee.
There was not a clause in it which had
been framed by any one conversant
with the necessities of railway com-
panies. The first clause provided that
railway companies should not be per-
mitted to limit the use of their tickets
to any particular time. But it was
necessary that they should be allowed
to do so, as otherwise, in case of an
increase in the price of tickets, specu-
lators could buy a number of tickets
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and sell them at a profitto thcmselves.
H1e had known this to be often done.
There were many other clauses that
were objectionable, and, under al] the
circumstances, he thought the Bill
should not be permitted to have its
second reading.

Bill read the second time and referred.

ONTARIO PERMANENT BUILD-
ING SOCIETIES ACT AMEND-

MENT BILL.

[BILL No. 101.]

(Mr. Wood.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading, read.

Mr. McCARTIIY said he had not
beard the explanations that had been
given by the hon. member for Hamil-
ton, but, without pretending to object
to this particular measure, he must
confe$s that he had a very great objec
tion to the way in which these building
societies were managed throughout the
Province of Ontario; and he thought,
before any extension of power was
given to them, it should be seen that
the power they already possessed was
not abused, as he believed it was to a
very great extent. This Bill proposed
to give building societies power to bor-
row more money than they were
entitled to do under the present law.
They sent out notices and circulars
stating that they would lend money at
5 or 6 per cent., yet it was found,
when a case came up for settlement,
that from 15 to 20 per cent. was paid.
He was informed, and he believed that
his information was correct, that there
were arrangements made with insur-
ance companies to compel parties to
insure in a particular company, and
that they got a commission on the
amount of each premium. The profits
were so large that the salaries of the
managers of some of these societies
were larger than the salary of the Pre-
mier of Canada. He had had some
little experience with these companies
professionally, and he might mention
some facts which came under his own
knowledge. A farmer borrowed $1,000,

Mr. PLUMB.

and at the end of two or three years
had paid between $400 and $500. At
the end of that time he failed to pay
anything, and he had to give a renewal
mortgage, as it was called. In five or
six years this unfortunate man had to
pay twice the amount of the original
debt, without being credited with what
he had paid in the interim. They lent
a man $1,000 and capitalized it with
the interest for a period of say ten
years, so that he appeared to borrow
$2,000, and then, if lie fell into arrears,
he had to pay a fine of 12 or 121 per
cent. on the arrearages.

Mr, WOOD: What company does
that ?

Mr. McCARTHY said he would not
name the company, but might say
that it was not that with which the
hon. gentleman was connected, but
was one in Toronto. If the hon. gentle-
man wished for more information, he
would give it to him privately. But
it was the general practice to do this.
He submitted that, if this vas a sample
of the mode in which these building
societies carried on their business, the
Ilouse ought to be very chary of grant-
ing them new power. If no action in
the matter was taken this Session, he
intended to move for a Committee next
Session to enquire into the affairs of
building societies.

Mr. OLIVER said, while the hon.
member for Cardwell was moving for
this Committee, he might extend his in-
vestigations to the banks as well as to
building societies. There were two
classes of building societies, one class
were allowed to take deposits wben
they had a paid-up capital of $40,000
to an equal amount, while the other
class were only allowed to borrow to
the extent of one and one-thir 1 more
than the paid-up capital. The Bill
proposed simply to deal with that class
which had a capital of $200,000 ; but,
if one class was allowed to go into the
English market, borrow money and
afterwards lend it in Canada, the other
class of societies should have the same
privilege for the society with a small
capital might be as safe as one with a
large capital.

Bill read the second timne.
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INCORPORATION OF JOINT
STOCK COMPANIES BILL.

[BILL No. 67.]

(M1r. Cartwright.)

THIRD READING.

Order for the third reading read.

Mir. WORKMAN moved:

" That the Bill be re'erred back to a Com-
imittee of the Whoie, with instructions that
they have power to anend the saine, by
inserting the following Sections, after Clause
94:-

"It shall be lawful for the company to
unite, analgainate and consolidate its stock,
property, business andi franchises vith those
of any other company or society incorpo-
rated or chartered to transact a like business
and any other business in connectioi with
suci business, or any building, savings or
loan company or society lieretoftre or here-
atter incorporated or chartered, or to pur-
chase and acquire the assets of any such
company or society, and to enter into al]
contracts and agreements there with necessary
to such union, amalgamation, consolidation,
purchase, or acquisition.

"lThe directors of the conpany, and of
any other such conpany or society, mnay enter
into a joint agreemnent uiier the corporate
seais ot each of the saitd corporations for the
union, amalgamation or consolidation of the
said corporations, or for the purchase and
acquisition by the companv of the assets of
anv other such company or society, prescrib-
ing the terms and conditions thereof, the
mode ofcarrying the samne into effect, the
naine ofthe new corporation, the numiber of
the directors and other officers thereo', and
who shall be the first directors and officers
thereot, the inanner of con verting t be capital
stock of each of the said corporations into
that of the new corporation, wivth sich other
details as they shall deei necessarv to per-
fect such new organization, and the union,
amalgamuation and consolidation of the said
corporations and the after management and
working thereof, or the termis and mode of
paynent for the assets of any tother suci
comiipany or society purchtased or acquired
by Lte company.

"Such agreement shall be submniitted to
the shareholders of each of the said corpora-
tions at a meeting thereof to be held separ-
ately for the purtose of taking the sane into
Consideration. Notice oi the time and place
of such meetings, and the objects thereof,
shall be eiven by written or printed notices
addresseJ to each shareholder of the said
corporations respectively, at his last known
P08t office address or place of residence, and
also by a general notice to be publisied in a
newspaper published at the chief place of
business of sucht corporations, once a week,
for six successive weeks. At such neetings

of shareholders suci agreenent shali be con-
sidered, and a vote Ly ballot taken for the
adoption or rejection or the sanie, each share
entitlin the holder tLiereotto oe vote, and the
said ballots being cast in person or by proxy ;
and if two-thirds of the votes of ail the share-
holders of suci corporations shall be for the
adoption of such agreement, then that tact
shall be certitied upon the said agreement
by the Secretary ofeach of sueh corporations
under the corporate seals thereof; and if the
said agreement shall be so adopted at the
resp ctive meetings of the shareholders of
eachi of the said corporations, the agreement
so adopted and the said certificates thereon
shall be filed in the office of lite Secretary of
State of the Dominion of Canada, and the
said agreement shall froni thence be taken
and deemîed to be the agreement and act of
union, analgaimation aud consolidation of
the said corporations, or the agreement and
deed of purchaee and acq uisition by the Coin-
pany of the ossets ofsucih company so selling,
as the case may be, and a copy of such
agreement So filed, and of the certificates
thereon properly certified, suali be evidence
of Lte existence of'suci new corporation.

" Provided nevertheless-that due proof*of
the foregoing facts shall be laid betore the
Governior in Council, and, il deemed exped-
ient by the Governor in Council, letters pat-
ent shall be issuedi and notice thereof duly
publisied by the Secretary of State in the
Canada Gazette, after which the new corpora-
tion miay transact business

" Upori the making and perfecting of the
said agreement and act of consolidation, as
provided in the next preceding section, the
several societies, parties thereto, shall be
deemed and taken to be consolidated, and to
forn one corporation by the naine in the said
agreement, provided with a common seal,
and shall possess all the riglts, privileges,
and franchises of eaci of suci corporations.

"Upon the consummîtiation of such act of con-
solidation as aforesaid, all and singular the
business property, real, personal atnd mixed,
and all rights and incidents appurtenant
thereto, all stock. nortgages of other securi-
ties, subscriptions andt other debts due on
whatever account, and other things in action
belonging to suci corporations or either of
them, shall be taken or deened to be trans-
ferred to and vested in sucih neiv corporation
without fatrther act or deed ; provided, how-
ever, that all rights of creditors and liens
upon the property of either of stih corpor-
ations shall be unimpaired by stcli consoli-
dation, and all debts, liabilit'ies, and duties
of either ofl the said corporations shall thence-
forth attach to the new corporation, and be
enforced against it to the same extent as if
the said debts, liabilities and duties liad b1 een.
incurred or been contracted by it ; and pro-
vidad also that no action or proceeding, legal
or equitable, by or against the said corpor-
ations so consolidated, or either of theumi,
shall abate or be affected by such consolida-
tion, but for all the purposes of' suci action
or proceeding such uorporatiot nay be
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deened still to exist; or the new corporation
may be substituted in such action or pro
ceeding in the place thereof."

Mr. HOLTON explained that these
clauses had been struck out of a private
Bill, not because they were objection-
able, but because thero was no pro-
vision of that kind in the general Bill.
The clauses merely provided for amal-
gamation.

Mr. CARTWRIGIT said the Gov-
ernment were prepared to accept the
clauses.

Amendment agreed to.
flouse resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole.

(In the Committee.)

Bill amended in accordance with in-
struction.

louse resumed.
Amendments reported, read the first

and second timtes, and agreed to.
Question put on the third reading of

the Bill, as amended.
Mr. JETTÉ moved that the Bill be

recommitted to a Committee of the
Whole, with instructions that they
have power to amend it, by inserting,
after section 42, the following sec-
tion :-

"(a.) Whenever the interest in any share
or shares of the capital stock of the company
shall be tranqinitted, by the death of any
shareholder or otherwise, or whenever the
ownership of or legal right of possession ii
anv such share or shares shall change by
any lawlti means, other than by transfer,
according to the provisions of this Act, and
the directors of the company shail entertain
reasonable doubts as to the legality of any
claim to and upon such share or shares
of stock, then, and in such case, it
shall be lawfil for the company to make and
file, in oe of the Superior Courts of Law and
Eqnity in the Province in which the head
office of th e company is situated, a declaration
or petition, iu writing, addressed to the
Justices of tie Court, setting fbrth the facts
and the number of shares previously belong-
ing to the party in whose name such shares
stand in the books of the company, and
praying for an order or judgment adjudicat-
iug and awarding the said shares to the party
or parties legally entitled to the saine, and by
which order or judgment the company shal
be guided andi held fully harmless and
indemnified and released trom all and every
other claim for the said share, or arising
therefron: Provided always, that notice of
such petition shall be given to the party
claiming such share or shares, or to the
attorney of such party duly authorized for

Mr. WoEXÀN.

the purpose, who shall, upon the filing of
such petition, establish his right to the several
share,3 referred to in such petition ; and the
delays to plead and all other proceedings in
sucl cases shall be the saine as those observed
in analagous cases before the Superior Courts:
Provided also, that the costs and expenses of
procuring such order and adjudication shall
be paid by the party or parties to whom the
said shares shall be declared lawfully to
belong, and such shares shall not be transfer
red until euch costs and expedises be paid,
saving tie recourse of such party against any
party contesting his riglt."

Amendment agreed to.
House resolved itselfinto Committee

of the Whole.

(In the Committee.)

Bill amnended in accordance with
instruction.

House resumed.
Amendment reported, read the ßirst

and second times and agreed to.
Bill read the third time and passed.

INSOLVENT ACT AMENDMENT
B[LL.-[BILL No. 60.]

(Mr. Blake.)

TEIRD REA.DING.

Order for third reading read.

Mr. CARON moved: "That the
Bill be not now read the third time,
but that it be re-committed to a Com-
mittee of the Whole, with instructions
that thcy have power to insert therein
the following amendments:-

" That in the statement of liabilities and
assets which the Insolvent is required, under
the seventeenth section of the Act hereinhe-
fore cited, to furnish to the Assignee, the In-
sol vent shall discriminate between his liabil-
ities to traders and non-traders. At any
time after the making of the assignmnent, or
the issue of the writ of attachnent and pre-
vious to the first meeting of the creditors, any
creditor who is a non-ti ader may notify the
Assignee in writing that such is the case,
and that lie proposes to avail hinself of the
provisions of this Act; and no non-Irader
who shall have so notified tie Assignee shall
be bound to accept the composition, or sign
the discharge of the Insolvent, but the claim
of such non-trader shall, nevertheless, be
ranked by the Assignee i pon the dividend
sheet for a dividend or d ividends in like
manner as the claims of other creditors; and
the receipt signed by the non-trader for such
dividend shall be a receipt pro tanto in respect
of such claim as aforesaid.

" That a non-trader, that is to say:-Any
farier, grazier, common labourer, work-

Amendment Bill.(COMMONS.]



Amendment Bil. 1147

nan for hire, or other person, who cannot be
declared an Tnsolvent under the Act herein
above cited, who has availed himself of the
provisions of this Act, may attend at meet-
ings of the creditors of the Insolvent and may
vote thereat in the saine manner as other
ereditors, except that such non-trader shall
not vote upon any question touching the
acceptance of any offer of composition, or the
discharge of the Insolvent; and in calculat-
ing the number of creditors and the amount
ef the claims against the Insolvent, upon
which the acceptance of a deed of composi-
tion and discharge, or the consent to the dis-
charge of the Insolvent is based, non-traders
who h ave availed themselves of the pro-
visions of this Act, and the amount of their
claims shall not be computed; and no deed
ofcomposition and discharge, nor any dis-
charge from the Court or Judge shall in any
way impair the right of a non-trader who
bas availed himselfof the provisions of this
Act, to recover from the Insolvent any
bMlance that may remain unpaid upon the
claim of such non-trader, but the said
balance rny be recovered in like manier as
ïf no poroceedings in Insolvency had been
eeted into, notwithstatd ing the acceptance
lg the aon-trader of any dividee4 from the
*signee as hereinhefore provided ; Provided
always that no non-trader shall avail him-
serf of the provisions of this and the preced-
'nug dlause, in the case of an Insolvent whom
such non-trader has required or forced to go
iato Insolvency."

He said last Session he had the honor
of moving an amendment to the Insol-
tent Act, which contained exactly what
was contained in the amendment ho
now proposed. He would not have again
troubled the Houe in this respect, did
ho not consider that the Act, as it now
stood, was an injustice to the non-
traders. It was stated that the law
was intended to be a relief to one class.
But he could not see why this relief
should not be extended to the class of
non-traders. Ifanon-trader were over-
taken by misfortune, he ought to have
the same opportunities for relief as a
trader. He saw no reason why this
clause should be excluded from the In-
solventLaw. From the beginn ing, he
had been opposed to such a law, but if
it were to remain on the Statute-book,
it ought to apply equally to traders
1nd non-traders.

Mr. BLAKE said he would imitate
the admirable brevity of the hon. gen-
tleman, because the House had dis-
-cussed this subject on several occasions,
.and it wasuaelss to re-discuss it. The
hon. gentleman had laid down three
propositions in bis remarks. First

that the benefit of the law should be
extended to non-traders; second, that
it should not be for the relief of one
class ; and, third, that he was opposed
altogether to the principle of the law.
The hon. gentleman must know that
non-traders did not want the law ex-
tended to them. He acknowledged
that this class did notwant this alleged
benefit, but he proposed that they
should not be subject to accept the
position that a trader's creditors ob-
liged him to accept. There was only one
principle upon which a discharge was
justified: that it was not the interest of
the state that a man whose property
had been taken away, who fulfilled the
general conditions under which a dis-
charge was granted, should not be freed
from his liabilities and enabled to start
afresh. The proposition of bis hon.
friend would be entirely subversive of
the very basis on which the discharge
was founded, and, if admitted, woul d
mnake the whole law inefficacious.

Mr. MITCHELL said ho was sur-
rised at the line of argument taken
ythe hon. the Minister of Justice,

who said in effet that the object of
the law was to give a man complete
and final discharge.

Mr. BLAKE said that what ho
wished to convey was that one of the
elements of the law was that the debtor
should have his discharge.

Mr. MLTCHELL said that was sub-
stantially what he said. The hon. the
Minister of Justice had forced upon the
country a law which exempted a large
class from its operation. Tho position
of the hon. gentleman was illogical and
inconsistent. They did not want any
hair-splitting on a subject of this char-
acter; no class should be debarred
from the benefits of a law of this kind.
When he thought of the effe:ts of the
Bill, it roused a feeling of indignation
within him against the men who intro-
duced it, and who perpetuated it in the
country. The result of the law was
shown by the statistics presented by
the hon. member for Prince Edward
proving that the average payments
under it only amounted to 22 per cent.
of the liabilities. The Minister of Jus-
tice wished to oblige such debtors to
pay fifty cents on the dollars, and how
were they to get their discharge under
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the circumsiances. The law was an
outrage on the common sense of the
community. He hoped that the amend-
ment moved by the hon. member for
Quebec would show whether or not
these hon. gentlemen would prevent
the farmers, who formed so large a
class of the community, from getting
the benefit of the Act, or, at least, pro-
tection from its tyrannical operation.

Mr. TROW said that, in lookingover
the Insolvent Acts of 1869 and 1875,
and the amended Bill under discussion,
he saw no provision made for the dis-
charge or the personal reports of the
assignee. Probably the Minister of
Justice would give hini some explana-
tion on this point. Another provision
lie considered essential would be to
the effect that when real estate was
offered for sale by auction the assignee
should have the privilege of' selling it
at private sale in the interest of the
estate.

Mr. BLAKE: On the third reading
I will inform my hon. friend. These
points are not germane to the amend-
ment.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said lis lon.
friend from Quebec (Mr. Caron) de-
served credit for the position he had
taken. ion. gentlemen opposite said
that about 75 per cent. of the whole
population of the country were farm-
ers, who could not take advantage of
this law. Great numbers of this class
became security for merchants and
others, aid hence were often dragged
into difficulty. The Government, never-
theless, took no steps to protect them,
and they were obliged to pay every
dollar of their debts. He had never
believed that it would be well for
farmers to be able to take advantage
of the Bankruptcy Act, but, then, they
ought not be compelled to accept less
thAn the full payment from the mer-
chant of every farthing due by the
merchant or insolvent to such farmer,
although the merchant might not pay
more than five cents to other traders
who came under the Insolvency Act,
and could take advantage of the Act.
The farmers should have fair play ;
they asked for nothing more and they
would be content wilth nothing else.
If this 75 per cent. of our population
were in presence of the Minister of

Mr. MITCHELL.

Justice, to one man they would endorse
this statement.

Mr BLAKE: I represent 40,000 of
them.

Mr. POPE said the hon. gentleman
misrepresented 40,000 of them. The
farmers only desired fair play and
justice.

Mr. BABY said he had always op-
posed the Insolvent Act. It was based
on class legislation. Between traders
no difficulty was experienced in this
relation. The wholesale merchant
obtained all he could from the insolvent
dealer, and consoled himself with the
reflection that he would yet make up
his loss out of his profits, by selling
goods at such and such a price, and by
charging interest on notes, etc. The
same state of things, however, did
not apply to the non-trader; generally
speaking in rural constituencies, farm-
ers looked up to the trader as an honest
man. The~latter bought grain, &c.,
from the farmers, and,if lie failed, often
occasioned them serious loss, though
sucli losses might not be so considered
by the wholesale merchant. Farmers,
moreover, had generally no voice in
the meeting of creditors and their in-
terests were usually overlooked. He
was desirous of seeing this condition of
affairs done away with, and he would,
consequently, vote for the amendment.

Mr. LAURIER said it was touching
to see the interest showed by the hon.
gentlemen opposite in the interest of
the country, though,when they were in
power, the Insolvency Acts of 1864
and 1865 had been passed. He was
surprised to hear gentlemen occupying
the positions of the hon. members for
Quebec and Joliette express the senti-
ments to which they had given utter-
ance. He had very recently heard the
hon. member for Joliette (Mr. Baby)
speak in high terms of the civil code
of Lower Canada; and the hon. gentle-
man knew very well that the princi-
ple of the French law in insolvency
matters applied to all creditors indis-
criminately, whether they were traders
or not. The hon. gentleman said
the Act was immoral; but he was sure
that his hon. friend was at variance
with hi m.elf in this relation. In the
French law, and he believed in the
laws of every civilized nation, there
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'were prescriptions. ,In the English
law he thought they were known as
the Statute of Limitations, and this
was then certainly more immoral than
an Insolvency Act. But it was better
that sncb provisions should exist, else
greater prejudices would occur. He
could not conceive, for the very reason
,which had been given by the Minister
of Justice, that an Insolvency Law
should not apply to all classes of ered-
itors without distinction.

Mr. MITCHELL said that the In-
solvent Act of 1864 applied to farmers
.and other persons.

Mr. LAURIER said that this law in
-Ontario applied to all persons indiscri-
minately. However, in Quebec, traders
.oniy had been able to take advantage
.of it.

Mr. MACDONALD (Centre Toron-
to) said that not one per cent. of the
farmers were ruined by endorsing
notes.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said
that when the Bill included non-trad-
ers,l he had moved in amendment that
the clause relating to this class ho
struck out, and hon. gentlemen oppo-
site had accepted it. Since then, he
had conversed with a great many
farmers on the subject, and they
thought that it was an insuit to them
to be included in the Act. He did not
believe that the majority of farmers
desired to take advantage of it.

Mr. CIMON said he admitted there
was something special in the law in
,Queboc with relation to this subject;
but it did not follow, however, that it
worked to the detriment of other
-classes of society. One creditor under
the French law could not act to the
detriment of the other creditors in an
estate. He did not agree with the view
that the law relating to prescription
was more immoral than the Insolvency
Law. The hon. member for Arthabaska
(Mr. Laurier) reproached hon. mem-
bers on bis side of the House with
an interest in the affairs of farmers and
labourers; but this was certainly no
ground for censure. Their constituents

would not be of the same opinion as
had been expressed by the hon. mem-
ber for Arthabaska. A trader in bis
county had purchased supplies from the
farmers, and even borrowed money
from them; he also owed wages to
labourers; under these circumstances
he got into difficulties, and the mer-
chants of Quebec, whom lie owed, made
an arrangement according to which
the insolvent secured bis discharge,
while the unfortunate farmers and
labourers lost all that was due them.
A bankruptcy law sbould be extended
to all classes or else it should not exist
at all. It should not provide for a
privileged class--all classes should,with
respect to the payment of their debts,
be placed on the same footing. He
would vote for the amendment.

Mr. McCARTHY pointed out that
there were some kinds of debts for
which a man could not get his dis-
charge under the present law. He
therefore thouglit the amendment
merely extended a principle that had
existed for a number of years, and this
view of the matter would meet the
objections of the hon. the Minister of
Justice. Farmers, most likely, did not
wish to come within the provisions of
the Insolvent Law, but, if they could
not get any of its advantages, he did
not see why they should be compelled
to accept a settlement under it.

Mr. BURPEE (Sunbury) said ho had
great doubt whether it was in the in-
terests of the country that a Bankrupt
Law should be upon the Statute-book
as a permanent law. He had come to
the House prepared to vote for its re-
peal, but, from the arguments that had
been presented, he was content that it
should remain another season. How-
ever, as a farmer, he was not willing
that farmers should be amongst those
who were exempted from the opera-
tions of the Act; ho did not think it a
compliment that they should be so
placed. He would vote against the
amendment, and, unless he changed his
mind, he would support the repeal of
the Act.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Caron) negatived, on the following
Division :-
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'YAs :

Messieurs
Baby
Barthe
Béchard
Benoit
Bernier
Blanchet
Bolduc
Bourassa
Bowell
Burk
Caron
Cheval
Cimon
Costigan
Coupal
Currier
Cuthbert
Daoust
Desjardins
Dewdney
Farrow
Fiset
Flesher
Gaudet
Gill
Greenway
Harwood
Hurteau
Jones (South Leeds)

Kirkpatrick
Landerkin
Langevin
Lanthier
Little
McDonald(Cape Breton)
Macmillan
McCallum
McCarthy
McCraney
McQuade
Masson
Mitchell
Monteith
Orton
Onimet
Pinsonneault
Pope (Compton)
Robitaille
Rouleau
Roy
Rymal
Thompson (Cariboo)
Wallace (S. Norfolk)
White (East Hastings)
White (North Renfrew)
Wright (Ottawa Co.)

-56.

NAYS :

Messieurs
Appleby Jetté
Archibald Kerr
Aylmei Kirk

Bain Laflamme
Bannatyne Lajoie
Bertram Laurier
Biggar Macdonald (Cornwall)
Blackburn Macdonald (Kingston)
Blake Macdonald (Centre
Borden Toron-to)
Borron MacDonnell
Bowman Macdougall (E. Elgin)
Brooks McDougall(S.Renfrew)
Brouse McKay (Colchester)
Browu Mackenzie
Buell McGregor
Burpee (St. John) Meintyre
Burpee (Sunbury) Mclsaac
Cartwright McLeod
Casey McNab
Casgrain Metcalfe
Cauchon Mills
Charlton Oliver
Church Paterson
Cockburn Perry
Coffin Pickard
Cunningham Plumb
Davies Ray
Delorme Richard
)e St. Georges Robillard

DeVeber Ross (W. Middlesex)
Donahue Ross (Prince Edward)
Dymond Ryan
Fleming Scatcherd
Flynn Schultz
Forbes Scriver
Fraser Shibley
Fréchette Sinclair
Galbraith Smitn (Peel)
Geoffrion Smith (Selkirk)
Gibbs (North Ontario) St. Jean
Gibbs (South Ontario) Taschereau

Mr. BURpEX.

Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Guthrie
Hagar
Higinbotham
Holton
Horton
Huntington

Bill read

Thibaudeau
Thompson (Haldimand)
Thomson (Welland)
Trow
Tupper
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman-101.

the third timne.
Mr. BLAKE moved that the Bill do

now pass.

Mr. GOUDGE moved in amend-
ment:

"' That the said Bill <o not now pass, but
that it be referred back to Coimittee of the
Whole with instructions tbat they have
power to amend the same by adding the
following proviso:-

"'Provided always that in such of the
Provinces when by the laws thereof judg-
ment of Courts of Record may be recorded
against the lands, such judgnents so record-
ed shall not be considered a lien on the said
lands if recorded within thirty days betore a
writ of attachrment bas issuied or an assign-
ment has been iade.'"

Mr. BLAKE said lie had considered
a good deal what his hon. friend pro-
posed, and he was not of opinion that
it was the most satisfaetory way of
dealing with the subjeet to which he
had referred. Hie was obliged to move
another amendment, viz.: That the
following be added to Section 133 as
Sub-section 2

"In any Province in whicih the record of
registration against lands of a judgment
creates a lien or charge against lands, any
such record or registration effected against
the land, of a debtor within thirty days next
before a deinand for an assignment or for the
issue of a writ of attachnient, whenever such
denand shall have been followed by an
assignmnent or by the issue of a writ oi
attaciient, shall be null and void."

Mr. GOUDGE said ho would with-
draw his amendnent. The only reason
he put it was that he feared the Bill
would be allowed to pass without any
such provision. In the Province of
Nova Scotia it had been decided by
the Courts that, when a judgment had
been recorded or registered, it was a
lien on real estate and the creditors
were debarred from any benefit from
the lands in consequence of the record.
ing of the judgment. The law as it
now stood in Nova Scotia was a source
of much injury to parties interested,
and he was glad that the Minister of
Justice had taken the matter in hand.
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Mr. McISAAC said the amendment
proposed by the hon. remember for
liants sought only a par- uf what was
entirely provided by the very sec-
tion he proposed to amend, and the
amendment of the Minister of Justice,
as a substitute therefor, was not
materially different. The member for
Hants stated that the Supreme Court
of Nova Scotia had decided that a
recorded judgment attached ]and and
became preferential, but lie probably
forgot that the decision he meant had
been given under the Insolvent Law of
1869, not that of 1875. The late Judge
McCully, he believed it was, decided
that a rcorded judgment secured to
the claimant its full amount, prefer-
entially, out of the real estate of an
insolvent, notwithstanding an assign-
ment for the benefit of his creditors.
The Judge maintained that, under the
Act of 1869, a judgment duly registered
created the same lien or privilege that
a mortgage or hypothee did. Under
that Act, like the Act of 1875, the
recording of a judgnent, even the
placing of an execution thereof in the
hands of a sheriff, did not affect the
personal property of the insolvent so
as to prevent its vesting in the assignec,
unless in the case of actual sale, and
the payment of the money realized to
the party entitled. By the Act of
1875, so far as a registered judgment
was concerned, the real and personal
estate of an insolvent were put on a
perfect equality, and the very clause
the hon. member wished to amend was
the one effecting the equality. It dis-
tinctly said that no lien or privilege
upon either the persoial or real estate
of the insolvent should be created for
the amount of any judgment debt,
unless before assigument the money
levied under an execution was actually
paid over to the plaintiff. In that
view, which he believed to be correct,
the proposed amendments were entirely
unnecessary.

Mr. GOUDGI said that, while a
judgment might' have been rendered
under the Act of 1869, a judgment had
also been rendered since 1875,which had
been accepted as law in the Province
of Nova Scotia, and it was a fact that
all real estates against which judgments
had been obtained were abandoned by
the creditors, if the judgments had been

recorded but a single day before the
assignment had been made. In consul-
tation with business men, not only of
Windsor, but of Halifax, he had found
that the opinions were general that the
present law was a great iardship as it
referred to Nova Scotia. There it was
not the execution of a judgrnent which
gave it validity, but its mere recording.
He believed that, since the passing of
the Act of 1876, their judges in Nova
Scotiahad decided that it was not the
issuing of the judgnent, but its record-
ing, which made it valid, and that a
judgment once recorded, stood in the
name and for the benefit of the party
in whose favour it had been given
alone. Therefore, he felt that no injus-
tice could be done in placing judgments
in the same category with all other
transactions that might take place be-
tween the debtor and the creditor,
even of the most proper kind, which
required that 30 days should elapse
between the date of thle conveyance or
sale and the time of the assignment,
before it was valid. If the louse re-
fused to pass the amendment, the object
of the section would be entirely frus-
trated as regarded the relations be-
tween debtor and creditor in Nova
Scotia.

Mr. MACDON-NELL saidl he appre-
hended that the amend ment of the hon.
the Minister of Justice must be of the
same nature, and proposed the same
effects as the anendment of the
hon. member for Hants (Mr. Goudge).
The only difference was that it was
transposed from one section of the law
to another. lie thought it a great
hardship that a creditor, asking to
recover a just debt from a man
in perfectly solvent circuinstances,
who, to defraud his creditor, put
in a dilatory plea with which law-
yers were so familiar, sbould, if
lie recovered judgment twenty-nine
days before the Act was committed, be
put in the same category as the man
who had neglected his claim.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD rose
to call attention to two points of order.
First, the Minister of Justice having
moved that the Bill do pass, could not
afterwards move an amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand it
becomes the motion of the member for
iants (Mr. Goudge).
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Mr.
drawn.

Goudge's amendment with-

Mr. CTOUDGE moved:
" That the Bill be re-comrnmitted to a Con-

'xnittee of the Whole, with instructions that
they have power to add after section 133, the
followini sub-section: *In any Province in
which tise record or registration against
lands creates a lien or charge against fands,
any sucli record or registration effected
.against the lands of a debtor within thirty
days rext lefore a demand for an assign-
ment, or for the issue of a writ of attachment,
whenever such denand shall have been fol-
lowed by an assignmient or by the issue of a
writ of atlachnent, shall be null and void."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not sec how the House could go
into Committee. He thought they
could amend the Bill at this stage, but
not by going into Committee, because
they had already read the Bill the third
lime. The 47th rule w-as as follows :-

" After report the Bill shall be open to de-
bate and arnendnient before it is ordered for
a third reading. But when a Bill is reported
without anendment it is forthwith ordered
to be read a third timne, at such time as mnay
be appointed by the House."

Mr. HOLTON said there was another
point. No amendment could be made
at the third reading without a day's
notice.

Mr. SPEAKER said he thought he
had been hasty in putting the question
that the House go back into Committee.
It was very unusual tlat, at this stage,
any amendment should be made.

Mr. MASSON said, if the rule stated
that it should be done in one way, it
meant that it should not bc done in
another way.

Mr. SPEAKER said, if the rule were
interpreted rigid ly, it precluded amend-
ments after the Bill was ordered for
the third reading, though after that,
when the Bill came up for the third
reading, it was the alnost invariable
practice to move to refer it back to
Committee to anend. He thought
there was another question involved-
whether they were fnot bound by the
law of the Imperial Parliament in any
case. He was quite satisfied that the
Bill, at this stage, could flot be recom-
-mitted to a Comimittee of the Whole.

BiIl passed.
Mr. SPEAKER.

PAYMENT OF ACTIVE MILITIA
BILL.-[BLL No. 102.]

(Mr. Blake.)

THIRD READINo.

Order for second reading, read.

Mr. DESJARDINS said he tried to
call the attention of the Minister of
Justice to the opportunity of extend-
ing further the enactments of this Bill.
He read, in the 1st Clause of this Bill,
that-

" Whereas it is provided that the Active
Militia, or a iy corps thereof, inay be called
out for active service, in aid of the civil
power, in any case in which a riot, disturb-
ance of the peace, or other em ergen cy requir-
ing such service, and beyond the power of
the civil authorities to deal with, occurs or is
anticipated; and these officers and men, so
called ont, shall receive fron the munici-
pality, in which these services are required,
pay and allowances."

It would seema to him that there
were cases when it would be unjust to
leave the burden and expenses of such
calls of the Active Militia on the mu-
nicipality where such emergencies
would occur. Suppose the case of dis-
turbances arising in the vicinity of
large publie works, undertaken for the
benefit of the Dominion. For example:
For the last two years a great number
of strangers were employed on the
Lachine Canal, and, as the authorities
in the neighbourhood did not possess
the means of conlrolling all these per-
sons, serious disorders had ensued;
and not only disorders, but even a case
of murder had occurred. He called the
attention of the Minister of Public
Works to the fact that the munici-
pality of Côte St. Paul had not enough
means to go to the expense of main-
taining a body of constables sufficient
to act in such emergencies; and it was
unjust to compel the municipality to
do so, with regard to enterprises which
concerned the entire Dominion; but
he was answered that there was
nothing to authorize the Government
to interiere in the matter. He believed
that, as the Minister of Justice had
considered it proper to call out the
militia in certain cases, as with rela-
tion to troubles on railways and in
connection with enterprises of this
nature, the law should go a little
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farther, and provide for their use in
cases where troubles broke out on
public works, as important as those
which were in question. A munici-
pality like that of Côte St. Paul should
not be obliged to defray the cost of
maintaining such a force, when the
cause of the difficulty indirectly lay
with the Dominion authorities.

Mr. BLAKE said the object of the
Bill was to extend the law to cases
where the local authorities found
themselves unable to deal with an
emergency, such as that of disturban-
ces on a railroad running through sev-
eral municipalities, and in such cases
it was proposed that the Dominion
Government should pay a portion of the
expense of calling out the militia. The
hon. member for Hochelaga (Mr. Des-
jaidins) had suggested that, where
public works were being constructed in
a particular locality and a disturbance
arose, a portion of the expenses incur-
red by that locality should be borne
by the Dominion Government. But
there was an Act on the Statute-book
which provided for the maintenance of
the peace at public works; and any
legislation such as that suggested,
would be germane rather to that Act
than to the present Bill. Personally,
ho was averse to calling out the militia,
except in cases of the gravest necossity
for the preservation of peace. iHe
thought that, except under most excep-
tional circumstances, the force should
not be called out, and he had very great
objection to extending the function of
the Dominion and applying its reve-
nues to the maintenance of peace in
any Jocality. Our whole system
was opposed to it. Our system
was that those matters were to
be managed by the local authorities
themselves, except in cases of grave
public necessity. If a disturbance
were local in its origin, it was the
function of the municipality; and it
was only in cases where disturbances
extended to several municipalities that
the Bill would apply.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said the Bill
had been introduced in consequence of
the strike on the Grand Trunk Rail-
way during the past winter; but it
would be found that power would be
given to the Dominion Government to

73

call out a local force if necessary to
suppress a riot or outbreak, where,.
possibly, the local magistracy, being
in sympathy with rioters, were unwill-
ing to interfere. Ie concurred with
the opinion expressed by the hon. the
Minister of Justice, that the militia
should only be called out as a last
resort; but he feared the Bill would
tend to the militia being called out
more frequently when the local authori-
ties knew they would not have to pay
the cost. True, there was a provision
in the measure leaving the question of
whether the expense should be paid or
not in the hands of the Governor in
Council; but if some persons in
authority in municipalities advised the
calling out of the militia, they would
bring influence to bear on the Govern-
ment to have the cost paid.

Mr. BOWELL said he agreed with
the principle of the Bill, but it did not
go as far as he had wished. He desired
to point out a defect in the Bill, in re-
gard to calling out the militia in cases
of strikes that were not local or pro-
vincial in their character. ie agreed
with the hon. the Minister of Justice,
that the militia was not the best force
to put down riots. The weapon with
which the men were armed was not
such as they liked to use. From what
he had scen ho was convinced that a
police force of half the strength as the
militia force would be more effectual
in cases of riot. Had a municipality
the power, in case of calling out the
militia, to put a body of the men on
board of a train, and accompany
it for five, ten or twenty miles ?
If they had not, thon the power sought
to be obtained by the Bill would not be
accomplished. Belleville was surround-
ed by municipalities within a short
distance, and,in case of a general strike
on the railway, the town authorities
might order out the militia and force
the mails through the town ; but the
question arose whether the force would
be able to remain on board the train
and force it through adjoining munici-
palities. In case of a general railroad
strike, the Government should assume
the power and responsibility of placing
a force upon the trains and compelling
the carriage of the mails.

Mr. BLAKE said there was great
difficulty in dealing with acts which
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happened after a strike, and which
were no part of the strike. In cases of
disturbances, where more than twelve
people gathered together, the Riot Act
could be read, and if the people re-
mained at the spot one hour afterwards
they were liable to punishment. In
regard to the case of disturbances ex-
tending into several municipalities,
difficulty might be obviated by con-
certed action on the part of the muni-
cipal authorities. Hon. members had
urged that the Government should
take to itself the power of calling out
troops, and the hon. member for North
Hastings (Mr. Bowell) had suggested
that the Government should take the
extensive power of forcing the mails
through the country with the aid
of the militia, in case of a
general strike and disturbance.
Would the hon. gentleman consider
for a moment what it was to take out
an armed force. When it was taken
under the law in aid of the civil power,
it was to act under the orders of the
civil magistrate, who was amenable
to the law for the orders he issued. In
what position would any Minister, en-
trusted with the discharge of the duties
be, supposing the telegraphic wires
were not eut and ho was able to give
his orders, if he did not have this
power ? To whom was he to entrust
the command of 25 or 50 men who,
with rifle and revolver in hand, were
required, in time of peace, to preserve
the peace by force of arms?

Mr. BOWELL: To the officer in
command.

Mr. BLAKE said we could not do
that and retain British liberties. It
was the essence of British liberty that
the forces could not be taken out in
aid of the civil power except under the
orders of the civil authorities ; and,
once grant the commander the
authority in the manner suggested, and
we destroyed every essence of British
liberty, 'for it would be establishing
martial law. That was a step he was
not disposed to sanction or permit.
We must submit to those inconveniences
which were essential to the conditions
of the liberties we enjoyed; we should
leave it to the civil power to keep the
civil peace. In this country, sparsely
settled as it was, subject as it was to

Mr, Rorm.

disturbances, although the peaceable
character of the people rendered them
rare, we had to depend on that peace-
able regular habit of life and feeling,
and upon the general co-operation of'
all good citizens to keep the peace,
when a time of disturbance came, and
he did not propose that the militia
should be called out except by the-
direction and under the responsibility
of the local civil authorities. That
was the line necessary to be drawn.
Whatever inconveniencies might follow
from drawing that line were infinitely
less than the monstrous results
which would follow from taking a
different view. The hon. gentleman
had suggested that cases might arise
in which the municipal authorities
might be in sympathy with the rioters
and would not call out the militia; but
he must remember that one law pro-
vided that not only the chief municipal
officer and two magistrates had the
power to call out the militia but also
the chairman of the Quarter Sessions
who was allowed to call out the militia
if the others failed. That official was
not dependent on popular suffrage for
his position, and bis habits and duties
were such that he surely could not be
suspected of being swayed by sym-
pathy. In the recent case of the strike
the trouble was not local in its origin.
Belleville was selected as a convenient
spot to cease operations ; and it would
be unfair to say that the trouble was
local in its origin. It was not even
provincial in its character, because it
had reference to a railway which ex-
tended beyond the Province. The
whole case was met by this clause so
far as it was possible to meet it. Power
and responsibility went hand in hand.
If we added, by legislation, the power to
the Government to call out the militia
if they saw fit, could we expect that
any municipality would call it out
under the circumstances. The muni-
cipal authorities would say: " The
Government bas taken the power, and
we will wait for them to act." Manifest
inconveniencies would result. Imper-
fect as the system might be, it was the
best avai lable one under all the circum-
stances of the country. Without a,
change of our conditions we could not
have a perfect system of keeping the
peace, and we had to rely principally
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on the general principle of good orde
to which ho had referred.

Mr. BROWN said ho wished briefly
to explain the circumstances connected
with the calling out of the volunteert
at Belleville. The requesttodosowaï
sent to him at 10 o'clock on Saturday
night signed by the Mayor and twc
other magistrates. He at once handed
it to the captain in command of No. 1
Co. of the 49th Battalion, the only
company in town. Forty-two men
responded at once to the call, and were
marched down to the station. When
they arrived there, they found a
large number of things on tho
track to prevent the express train
from coming in, and they set
to work to remove thein and guarded
the men who did not belong to the
striking party. Towards daylight the
superintendent of the locomotive de-
partment volunteered to go out with
an engine and bring up the express.
The volunteers accompanied him and
assisted in bringing the train in. They
were sixteen hours on duty there, and
he considered that time was long
enough for any body of volunteers to
be, kept engaged at one time. If more
men were required the country coin-
punies of the battalion could have been
obtained at a short notice. The riot
did not amount to anything. The men
who formed the striking party were
around ail the time quietly smoking
their pipes; and if there had been a
well-organized police force in Belleville
at the time there might have been no
occasion to call out the volunteers at
ail. Hundreds of people assembled in
the neighbourhood after daylight ont
of curiosity, and if a single shot had
been fired he did not know how many
innocent persons might have suffered.
There was not much necessity for
bringing the volunteers up from Tor-
onto, because the Grand Trunk came
to an arrangement shortly afterwards.
At the same time, he thought it was
very hard that a municipality like
Belleville should have to guard the
whole line from Coburg or Kingston to
Napanee. He would, at the proper
time, state the facts of the case with
regard to the volunteers; but, whether
they were properly equipped or not,that had nothing to do with the case,
The Volunteers had done their duty,

7at

r and there was no sympathy between
them and the strikers. Not one of the
volunteers had broken from the
raeks on that occasion. He was glad
that the Minister of Justice had intro-

s duced the Bill. It would have the
effect of preventing, not only disturb-
ances of this kind, but also troubles
in large manufacturing establishments,
where employers were perfectly at the
mercy of a great number of employés.
He trusted that persons guilty of these
disorders would be severely punished.
No doubt when the organization in
question was first started for benevo-
lent and mutual aid purposes, no fault
was to be found with it; but, when the
members of it went so far as to dictate
what amount of wages they should
receive, and the terms, and the hours
of labour, they exceeded their just
rights, and they ouglit to be punished
for it. Ie considered the Bill of the
Minister of Justice a move in the right
direction.

Bill read the second time.
House resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole to consider the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. BOWELL said ho wished to set
himself right with regard to the re-
marks made a few moments previously
by the Minister of Justice. While per-
sonally ho felt very thankful for the
homily read then by the hon. gentle-
man on British liberty, and for the
information given them and for the
instructions communicated with refer-
once to the duties of the local magis-
tracy on occasions of this kind, ho
could not admit, and ho said this
witb ahl due deference and a great
degree of modesty, that the hon. gen-
leman had met the case he had desired
to put before the House ; what ho had
desired to point out was, that in case
of a riot-he would not use the word'
strike as it seemed to offend hon. gen-
tlemen opposite

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward): In the
event of a row.

Mr. BOWELL: In case of a row, if
this term was preferred, while the Bill
to a certain extent would accomplish
the object in view, it could not fully
accomplish what he would like to s"e
done. He had endeavoured to illus-
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trate his point by instancing the fact
of a number of stations along a line
like that of the Grand Trunk, over
which the mail was carried, at which,
under such circumstances, it would be
necessary for every municipality to
call out some force to force-if he
might use the expression-a way for
the mail past these stations.

Mr BLAKE: Hear, hear.
Mr. BOWELL: The hon. gentle-

Man said, "hear, hear," but how else
could it be accomplished ? Take Belle-
ville for instance. If a force was called
out there to scatter the crowd and put
down the rioters, after the Riot Act was
read, and send on the train; when it
reached Trenton it would be stopped
in the sane way because this was an
organized riot along every station
along the line.

Mr. BLAKE; No, no.
Mr. BOWELL said he begged the

hon. gentleman's pardon. He said
4 yes, yes." After passing one station,
the train was stopped at other stations.

Mr. BLAKE: That is not every
station.

Mr. BOWELL said the train was
stopped at Trenton, and similar at-
tempts were made at Brighton and
Colborne, and at different other
stations.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Who stopped
the train at Trenton ?

Mr. BOWELL: The sane organiz-
ation, or the result of it, that did it in
Belleville.

Mr. BLAKE: You cannot have a
body of men all over the line.

Mr. BOWELL said this would not
be necessary. If the hon. gentleman
had been present on that occasion, he
would have found that it was not
hecessary to have a body of men to
stop a train. The hon. gentleman
knew as well as he did, that one or
two men, particularly of that class who
understood the working of railways,
could throw a train off the track, and
do other damage as was done on such
occasions, without having a body of
mon at all for the purpose. One or
two men had succeeded, by rushing
between the volunteers and the
engine, to stop its progress before

MX. BOwELL.

action cruid be taken to prevent
it. And this might occur again. He
was convinced that the Minister of
Justice had made up his mind to go as
ho would go, and that he did not in-
tend to recede or advance from the
position he had taken. «He understood
that, in England for instance, if a riot
or row occurred, the Government had
the power to despatch a military force
to keep the peace, placing it under the
local anthorities. lie might be mis-
taken in this regard, but such was his
recollection of the course pursued in
Great Britan when difficulties of this
or any other kind arose.

Mr. BLAKE: A requisition by the
local authorities is the proliminary.

Mr. BOWELL : In all cases?
Mr. BLAKE : I think so.
Mr. BOWELL: If the hon. gentle-

man says so, it is no doubt the case.
Mir. BLAKE: I say I think so.
Mr. KIRKPATRICK: The Imperial

Government sends the troops to act
under the local authorities.

Mr. BLAKE: The Imperial Gov-
ernment sends the troops, but it does
not call out troops.

Mr. BOWELL said the difference be-
tween the cases was that in England
there was a standing army, while we
had to call out volunteers. They al-
ways, he believed, placed the troops
under such circumstances not exactly
under the power but under the guid-
ance, to a certain extent, of the local
authorities.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK : Under the
the civil power.

Mr. BOWELL: Yes. He still re-
peated that what he desired could be
done without infringing on what they
all not only admitted, but also gloried
in-British liberty. In case of a riot
of an extensive character, such as had
taken place last winter, occurring
again-and he trusted this would
never be the case-he thought some
power should be centralized some-
where other than in the different
localities where the difficulties occurred,
in order to see that Rer Majesty's
mails were carried through, and that
the lives of the people generally were
protected.
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Mr. BLAKE said that the military
force was to be called out only in case
of the existence of a riot or disturbance
of the peace, which was beyond the
power of the civil authorities of the
locality to deal with. Special con-
stables should be sworn in before the
military weie called out at all, unless
the riot had assumed such proportions
before any body interested ii repress-
ing it knew anytbing about it, that it
was necessary to call out both. It
was perfectly truc that a riot might, at
any place, be beyond the power of the
local authorities, while a man at
another station, or a couple of men at a
third station were putting an engine
off the track; but this latter act might
happen under ordinary circumstances.
Along a whole line a number of persons
might be engaged in the criminal
enterprise of throwing engines off the
track, or of injuring them, and probably
this would be a more efficacious way of
accomplishing the object than by
creating a great disturbance at one
place; but would they call out the
militia and the military force to pre-
vent this, or would it be said that such
aets were beyond the power of the
local authorities to control ?

Mr. BOWELL : Certainly it is.
Mr. BLAKE: Would it be beyond

the power of the local authorities to
arrest one or two men, who were
breakers of the peace, at any station in
a municipality ?

Mr. BOWELL: I want to prevent
the necessity of a force accompanying
the engine under the authority of a
central power.

Mr. BLAKE: The hon. gentleman
wants, in order to save the local
authorities and poace offi.ers from pro-
ceeding against one or two breakers of
the peace, to call out the military
force, in order that these one or two
breakers of the peace may be shot.

Mr. BOWELL: Oh, no.
Mr. BLAKE: That is what the hon.

gentleman wants. He wishes to do
that by the central authority not act-
ing under the responsibility of the law,
for the shooting that may occur. That
is what the hon. gentleman wants.

Mr. BOWELL said he was glad to
be informed as to what he wanted,

but all he could say was that
he wanted nothing of the kind.
The Minister of Justice had no right,
however prominent and influential le
might be in the House, to put any such
language in his mouth; nor had the
hon. gentleman any right, from what
he had said, to draw any such deduc-
tions. He desired to shoot no one;
nor did he wish to have any one shot.
The calling out of the militia should be
avoided as much as possible on all
occasions, and, if they had a Provincial
or Dominion police force, it would be
ten times more efficacious in putting
down a riot of that kind, than volun-
teers with rifles in their hands could
possibly be. He had stated this half-a-
dozen times, and the hon. gentleman
either designedly misrepresented his
words or left an impression which was
not justified in view of the reinarks he
had made on the subject.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said he
had been a volunteer for fifteen years,
and le considered it a misfortune for
Belleville to have sent to Toronto for
volunteers, when there was a sufficient
number of them in Hastings for the
purpose; and if these lad not been able
to put down the strike, the volunteers
in Prince Edward county would have
been available.

Mr. KIRK-PATIRICK: Doos the Bill
provide for the payment of the ex-
penses of the militia called out when
the mails are stopped ?

Mr. BLAKE: lHas the hon. gentle-
man read the preamble ?

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: I have; and
I see that it is divided into three
clauses; and the second clause states
that the municipality shall pay all
costs, and is liable to be sued for it.

Mr. BLAKE said this was not the
case. The Bill had two distinct ob-
jects. The existing law provided that
in all cases in which a municipality
called out the militia it should pay a
certain per diem allowance for the
men and provide accommodation for
them; but it contained no provision
for the municipality paying the cost
of transport of the militia, although
it empowered municipalities to make
requisition on the militia at a great
distance beyond their boundaries.
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The second clause provided, in addition,
that when the militia outside a muni-
cipality were called out, it should be
liable to pay the cost of the transpor-
tation. This was complete in itself,
.and had nothing to do with the central
Government at all.

Bill ordered to be reported.
louse resumed.

Bill reported, read the third time and
passed.

House adjourned at
Thirty minutes after

rtwelve o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 5th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'elock.

PILOTAGE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

FIRsT READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolutions -

" 1. That it is expedient to amend the
Pilotage Act of 1875, by providing that
steamships emploved in trading fron port to
port in the saie Province, as well as those
employed in trading between any one or
more ot the Provinces of Quebec, New Brune-
wick, Nova Scotia or Prince Edward Island,
and any other or others of theui, or between
any port or ports in the said Provinces, or
any of them, and the port of New York or
any port of the United States of America on
the Atlantic, north of New York, shall be
exempt from payment of Pilotage dues,
except only in the ports of Hahfax and
Pictou,as respects each of which the Pilotage
Authorities, with the approval of the Gover-
nor in Council, froin tnie to ti me, may deter-
mine what steamships shall or shall not be
wholly o: partially exempt fron such pay-
ment; and that no c learance shall be
granted at any port where there is Pilotage
Authority, to any steansup on which such
dues are payable, uutil they s4iall have been
paid or settled.

" 2. That it is expedient to provide that
the tonnage of al] steamships registered in
Canada shall be ascertained by the same
rules, and that steamships registered under
the repealed Act, Chapter 41 of the Consoli-
dated Statutes of the late Province of Canada,
shall be remeasured, and their tonnage
ascertained by the rules prescribed in the
Imperial A ct, known as the Merchant Ship.
ping Act, 1854, as other steamshipe regis-
tered in Canada uow are."

Mr. Borm

(In the Committee.)

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said he
proposed to amend the Pilotage Act of
1875, so as to empower the pilotage
authorities of Halifax and Pictou to
make steanboats pay pilotage dues or
not, as they chose. This change in the
law had been asked for by the Pilotage
Commissions of Halifax and Pictou,
and it received the approval of the
representatives of Halifax and Pictou
in Parliament. It did not affect any
other portion of the Dominion, and it
supplied an omission in the Act of
1875. He also proposed, with the
concurrence of the louse, to direct
that no clearance should be given to a
ship unless a certificate was presented.
lie had received a communication from
Halifax setting forth strong reasons
why a change should be made in the
law, as, under the present system, the
pilotage authorities were exposed to
very great inconvenience.

Mr. BLANCHET asked whether
the resolutions affected the port of
Quebec and ports below.

Mr, SMITH said not at all, save
that steamboats passing from a port in
one Province to another port in the
same Province, were exempted from
pilotage.

Mr. MITCHELL said the proposi-
tion altered the pilotage system as far
as the ports of Halifax and Pictou
were concerned, and also the other
ports of the Dominion to this extent-
that vessels enumerated in the resolu-
tion were exempt from pilotage. He
entirely approved of this part of the
resolution. Steamboats trading regu-
larly between ports of a Province, or
between them and ports on the Atlantic
coast in the United States, ought not,
where there were experienced men on
board, to be compelled to undergo com-
pulsory pilotage unless they desired it
for the safety of themselves, their pas-
sengers, or their property. He did not
think, however, that the ports of Hali-
fax and Pictou should be exempted
from the operation of the resolution.
The system pursued in the ports of the
Dominion should, as far as possible, be
uniform. He was not prepared to say
that he did not agree with the second
resolution, but he did contend that the
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.general principle of making a system,
believed to be right as applied to one
place, universally applicable, should be
adopted, unless some reason was shown
why it ought not to be made applicable
to any particular point. He did not
see why the ports of Halifax and
Pictou should be exempted as was pro-
posed. This was a departure from the
general principle embodied in the reso-
jution, of which he approved, and which
«ertainlyrecommended itself tothe good
sense of the people of the country. He
could give his hon. friend some reasons
why this exemption ought not to exist.
It affected every port in the Dominion
in reality. Vessels must go to the port
of Pictou, a locality in which public
money had been spent in supplying a
railway terminus, which formed the
connecting link with the Intercolonial
Railway on the Atlantic coast. These
two points commanded and attracted,
owing to the outlay of public moneys on
these railroads and the existence of im-
mense coal-fields at Pictou, an amount
of trade and commerce which they
would not possess had it not been for
these adventitious circumstances. This
resolution would clearly enable the
pilotage authorities of these ports to
tax the tonnage of vessels coming from
other ports, and consequently it did
not apply solely to the shipping of
Pictou and Halifax, but also to that ot
the whole Dominion and the whole
world. Therefore, he could see no just
reason wby this exemption should take
place. He could quite understand
that, if it was granted, the pilotage
authorities of his own port of Mira-
michi or of Quebec might desire to
secure similar powers, and he could
easilyseethe impolicy of permittmng any
one of these local bodies to contravene
at any moment the avowed legislation
and policy of this Parliament on the
question of pilotage. This question
had been discussed at considerable
length in 1875 and during preceding
years, and he felt it would be unfair to
the pilotage authorities of Montreal,
Quebec, Miramichi, St. John, Yar-
mouth and other ports to give this ex-
ceptional p->wer to the pilotage
authorities of Pictou and Halifax.
It was quite right to correct an
Oversight in the original Bill of 1875.
Other ports would probably ask for

this privilege if granted in this case,
and he could not see that any good, but
rather positive evil, could result from
this portion of the resolution which he
trusted would not be pressed by his hon.
friend. Its effect would be unjust to
trade,oppressive to the interests involv-
ed in the steamship lines, and unfair
and unjust to the capitalists who had
invested money in these lines. This
principle was subversive of the theory
of the Pilotage Law, and it would lead
to a great deal of useless legisiation
and useless discussion on the floors of
Parliament.

Mr. CARMICHAEL said that the
resolution applied the same principle to
steamship as to sailing vessels. It
was made applicable only to the ports
of Halifax and Pictou,whereas it should
be applicable to all the ports of the
Dominion. The Minister of Marine
and the Governor in Council would not
permit an excessive charge for pilotage
to be made in the ports in question.
If pilotage was to be compulsory at all,
surely steamships should be placed in
the same category with sailing vessels.
This was only just, and this was all
that was asked for in the resolution.

Mr. LANGEVIN said ho could
not agree with the resolution pro-

posed by the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries. He did not see why, because
a steamship left Quebec to go to New
York, it should not be required to have
a pilot as well as the steamships which
sailed from Quebec for Liverpool. In
the latter case, this was required to pre-
vent accidents, but certainly both ves-
sels were exposed to the same dangers.
Why should pilots be required at Pictou
and Halifax and not in the St. Law-
rence? He could understand this pro-
position if the Minister of Marine had
introduced regulations compelling
masters and captains of the steamships
going to New York and other ports
mentioned to pass certain examina-
tions placing them on the same footing
with pilots. It was a dangerous resolu-
tion, unless the regulation he had
mentioned were adopted by which
all steamships should be obliged to
make use of the services of pilots.
He agreed with his hon. friend
from Northumberland that there was
no reason apparent in the resolution,
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at all events, why vessels entering
the ports of Halifax and Pictou should
be compelled to have pilots while this
was not the case in the St. Lawrence.
They should place as few impediments
as possible in the way of the trade of
Hlalifax particularly, because it was
the terminus of the Intercolonial Rail-
way. He wished to learn the reasons
for the step it was proposed to take in
the resolution.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton) said,
if he understood the matter properly,
this proposed law was altogether for
the benefit of the ports of Pictou and
Halifax. He would like to know
whetber the hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries had consulted
the pilots of the port of Sydney, or
whether the representatives of the
county approved of the change. That
port was second to none in the Dominion,
and yet the pilots were more poorly
paid than at any other port, their
average salaries being only about $300
a year. He did not think it would be
right to exempt Sydney and favour
the ports of Halifax and Pictou. At
present, the law exempted steamers
from all ports if the captains chose to
take out licenses for those ports, and
he saw no reason for the proposed
change in the law with a view to
exempting all steamers.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said ho
did not propose to change the law
affecting Quebec at all, except in
regard to steamers going from one
port to another. A steamer now going
from H alifax to Quebec was exempt,and
he saw no reason why a steamer going
from Sorel should not also be exempt.
There was no reason for this discrim-
ination, and all he proposed to do was
to correct this manifest error in the
Act. This application came from the
Pilotage Commissioners of Halifax and
Pictou, and was sustained by the
representatives of those counties. He
thought it would be wise to allow the
local authorities to regulate their own
pilotage affairs, as was the case in
Great Britain and the United States.
He acknowledged the importance of
Sydney as a port, which was entitled
to every consideration; and, if it was
thonght expedient that the pilotage
authorities of that port should have

Mr. LANGEvIN

the same power as was proposed to be
given to Halifax and Pictou, there
would be no objection if application
came from the proper quarters.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said the port of Sydney was ratherun-
fortunately situated with regard to its
Pilotage Commission. The majority
were interested in shipping and coal
mines. It would be in the inter-
ests of the shipping of this coun-
try and also in the interests of the
pilots of that port if some little change
was made in the Board. One member
was interested in coal mining and two
were interested as charterers of vessels
in getting ships out of the port frce of
pilotage.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said he
thought the gentleman referred to
would be particularly interested in
seeing that proper rules and regulations
were made for securing efficient pilots,
and making the port a safe one for
vessels.

Mr. BLANCHET said he thought it
was a mistake to exempt a steamer
from pilotage, because it was more
dangerous for a steamer to navigate
the St. Lawrence than a sailing vessel.
Ie would like to know what the
opinion of the hon. the President of the
Council, who had always acted as a
protector of the pilots, was in regard
to the proposed change in the law.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
his Department was the proper one to
receive communications in relation to
this subject, and ho might state that no
communication had been received from
Quebec. He had reason to believe that
the pilotage regalations at present
existing there had given entire and
complete satisfaction, not only to the
commercial eommunity, but to the
pilots themselves. If it was thought
desirable Quebec should have the same
powers as were proposed to be conferred
on Halifax and Pictou, ho was not pro-
pared to say that the Government
would not meet their wishes in that
respect.

Mr. CARON said ho failed to see
why steamers should be exempt. He
would like to know whether the hon.
the President of the Council had con-
sulted the pilots of Quebec in regard
to this proposed change in the law.
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Mr. SMITH: This amendment does
not affect them at all.

Mr. CARON: It must affect them,
because certain steamers would not
carry pilots.

Mr. SMITH: The; law is not
changed at all.

Mr. CARON said certain steamers
trading between the different ports in
Quebec were bound to carry pilots,
and he understood the effect of the
proposed alteration would be that they
would not be obliged to carry pilots.
That would make a great change in
the receipts of the pilots.

Mr. SMITH: Do you object to
that?

Mr. CARON: I do. Of course it
may appear strange that the objection
should corne from this side, in view of
the fact that the bon. the President of
the Council has always pretended to
look after the interests of the pilots.

Mr. BLANCHET said he would be
satisfied if* his bon. friend said that
there would be no change in the pilot-
age system of the port of Quebec.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
there was no change whatever witb
regard to sailing vessels. There was
no change in regard to steamers, witî
this exception: that, under the 3rd
sub-section of the Act of 1875, it was
provided that a steamer going from
one Province into the port of another
should be exempt from pilotage, and
lie simply proposed to extend this pro-
vision to steamers going from one port
to another in the saine Province. This
was simply remedying an obvious
omission in the Act.

Mr. MITCHELL said his hon. friend
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
proposed to take away the pr:vilege
given to vessels navigating between
the ports of Halifax and Quebec, and
conpel thern to employpilots whether
they would or not.

Mr. SMITH: Oh, no.
Mr. MITCHELL said his bon. friend

said "no"; but they differed about
that. The change proposed to be
effected by the resolution was two-fold.
In the Act of 1875, doubtless from an
Oversight, it was provided that, while
Vessels trading from a port in one

Province to a port in another Province
did not have to pay pilotage dues, yet a
vessel trading from one port to another
in the same Province had to pay dues.
The change proposed in the resolutions
was most proper, as far as this was
concerned. But the resolutions ex-
empted from the operations of the
third sub-section of the Act of 1875,
the ports of Halifax and Pictou, pro-
vided the pilotage authorities for those
ports should so declare. He con tended
that the principle of pilotage dues from
steamships was one recognized by the
House in the passage of that Act of
1875, and why Halifax and Pictou
should be exceptions to the general
rule, lie could not underst-nd. It was
said that the pilotage authorities of
these ports asked for the change; but,
he would ask, was such a matter, s0
important to the trade and commerce
of Canada, to be left witl local author-
ities ? It was said that these author-
ities would not, as a matter of course,
act in a manner prejudicial to the
maritime interests of' Halifax and
Pictou. But these two ports were so
plaeed on the Atlantic seaboard, and
witli respect to the coal mines, that
steam vessels had to cad there for coal
whether they desired to do so or not.
The hon. the Minister of' Marine and
Fisheries had said that the pilotage
system of the St. Lawrence was en-
tirely satisfactory. But he (Mr.
Mitchell) would say that that system,
as it existed to-day, was not satisfac-
tory. He would admit that there were
many unjust complaints against the
pilots of the St. Lawrence, but his ex-
perience with the mercantile com-
munity, with Boards of Trado, with
shipmasters and shipowners, con-
vinced him that there was a great
deal of dissatisfaction in reference
to the system. le knew that
it stood alone in the world, with
its distance ranging from 500 to 600
miles; and he knew that it was the
most dangerous system in the world.
But, while the difficulties were great,
the administration of the svstern was
also very defective, and the class of
men on the service were nuot of that
high standard of education which they
ought to be. Commercial men found
that pilots who had been negligent and
thereby cauted loss to property were
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mot punished; traders had not the
choico of their own pilots, they had to
take whoever was sent them, no mat-
ter how incompetent they might be ;
and it was found that no remedies were
proposed for the existing evils. Was
it any wonder, therefore, that there
should be dissatisfaction ? It might
be asked why he did not remedy this
state of things when he was Minister
of Marine and Fisheries. le would
answer by saying that it was because
of the obstructions placed in his way
by hon. gentlemen opposite and by
those who represented constituencies
in which there were a large number of
pilots. He made considerable progress,
but there was a great deal to do yet.

Mr. SMITH said he certainly had no
personal knowledge of the character
of the pilots of the St. Lawrence, but
he had always understood that they
were a very respectable intelligent
class of men. His hon. friend chose
to malign and slander them, and he
professed to speak from personal obser-
vation and experience; but he (Mr.
Smith) was sure that the House would
be disposed to give the pilots fair play.
-Notwith standing all that had been said
by his hon. friend he had believed the
pilots were respectable and capable,
and le believed so still. With refer-
ence to the changes in the law he had
endeavoured to give full explanations,
and he did not think it necessary to
enter into the matter fully again. It
would be admitted on all hands that,
where a steamship trading from a port
in one Province to a port in another
Province did not have to pay pilotage
dues, it was certainly right that a ves-
.sel trading from one port to another in
the same Province should not have to
pay dues. As to the other change he
had always thought that one port
should not be an exception to another,
and he continued in this belief. In
nearly ail other parts of the world,
each port had its own rules and was
governed entirely by its own local
authorities ; and he would not
oppose such a system here. It
was not proposed to imperatively
exempt steamships paying dues or to
nake them pay dues at Halifax and

Pictou, but the resolution would leave
it.discretionary with the local pilotage
:authorities. This was proposed in con-

Mr. MUTrHrLL.

sequence of the representations made
by these authorities. He had no doubt
that they were animated by a desire
to promote the interests of these ports.
He had already stated that the change
would not affect the port at all. The
general Pilotage Act was not altered,
because, there being no complaints, or
none of such importance as to warrant
Parliament to be asked to consider
them, it was presumed it was satisfac-
tory.

Mr. MITCHELL denied that he had
" maligned " or " slandered " the pilots.
He had simply told the truth when he
said that the pilots were not so capable
as they ought to be.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he was sorry
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
had not given a better reason for ex.
empting Halifax and Pictou from the
general Act than that the pilotage
authorities of those two ports desired
that it should be done. That was not
sufficient. Why should steamships
from New York to Halifax pay dues
while they would not from New York
to Quebec? There was no reason in
the anomaly. He understood that by
this resolution a steamship going from
Sorel to Quebec would not bave to pay
dues ; and also from Montreal to Que-
bec, and vice versa-was he correct?

Mr. SMITH: Yes; is not that right?

Mr. LANGEVIN said, if the steam-
ships were commanded by competent
captains, men who knew the river
well, of course it was right. But
there ought to be some safeguard
against men who did not know the
river keeping charge of their ships.
This ought to be done for the safety
of life and property. As to the pilots
of Quebec, he must say that, as a class,
they were a most respectable and
deserving body of men, and they had
always performed their duty, ho
thought, as well as any other pilots in
the world. They might not be highly
oducated enough to take charge of
vessels on the high seas, but they were
educated enough to know how to per-
form their duties. He would admit,
however, that it would be well to
require the apprentices, in the future,
to attain to a higher standard of educa-
tion.
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Mr. BLANCHET asked that, to avoid
any ambiguity or misunderstanding,
the word " Quebec " should follow
" Halifax and Pictou."

Mr. SMITH said he would assent to
this addition.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said the saine that applied to Halifax
and Pictou would apply to the port of
Sydney.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries pro-
posed certain advantages to the ports
of Halifax and Pictou. It seemed to
him that the same privilege should be
given to the different pilotage authori-
ties throughout, at any rate, the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia. He failed to see
any good reason why the pilotage
authorities of the city of Halifax and
Pictou should be allowed to decide as
to what steamers should enter heir
respective ports, and as to whether they
should pay any pilotage dues or not,
while the other pilotage authorities in
Nova Scotia had not the same power.
He drew the attention of the hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
that part in the measure which
would be looked upon as a piece of
exceptional legislation, and ho held
that the same power should be granted
to the pilotage authorities throughout
Nova Scotia.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
that, in regard to the second resolu-
tion, attention had already been
called by the hon. member for Rouville
(Mr. Cheval) to the great inequality
and injustice which existed with
regard to the payment by steamships
of canal tolls and harbour and other
dues, arising from the two systems of
measurement in force. Under the Act
passed in 1873, vessels registered
according to the rates which prevailed
in Ontario and Quebec were not
required to be remeasured, but all
vessels registered hereafter were to be
Ineasured according to the Merchant
Shipping Act of 1S54. The conse-
quence was that vessels were measured
by two different systems. By the
measurement under the Merchant
Shipping Act of 1854, a vessel would
neasure about three times as much as
a vessel of the same size under the old
system. It was manifestly unjust that

vessels should pay dues on different
systems of measurement. The object
of the Government proposal was to
readjust the matter, and the Govern-
ment did not propose to increase the
income derived from vessels above its
present amount. The Government
also proposed, inasmuch as this was
exceptional legislation, to bear the
expense of the measurement of those
vessels which would require to be
measured; the number of which would
be from two hundred to six hundred.

Mr. MITCHELL said he quite
approved of the motives of the hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
in introducing the resolution, and,
having heard the hon. gentleman's
explanations, he thought it would
remove what at first blusli appeared to
be an act of injustice to existing vos-
sels. li the debate the other night he
understood the hon. meinber for Rou-
ville to state that an act of injustice had
beon done by the passage of the Act of
1873, in not changing the registration
of existing steamships, and the hon.
member so far forgot what was due to
hon. members as to imply that ho (Mr.
Mitchell) was influenced in bis action
owing to some interest he possessed in
steamers, or because ho was interested
in the Richelieu Company's line.

Mr. CHEVAL said the hon. gentle-
man had misinterpreted his meaning.
le had said he did not think the hon.
member had submitted and carried the
Bill for the purpose of protecting him-
self.

Mr. MITCHELL said the hon. mem-
ber for Richelieu had, on a former occa-
sion, referred to the Richelieu Naviga-
tion Company. He had no interest in
the company or in any ship atfected
by the change in the system of regis-
tration. The only vessels with which
he was connected were measured under
the new system. The shipping interests
were similar in importance to the
banking interests ot the country, and
the laws required to be modified and
changed. He introduced the Bill of 1873
because it was necessary in the interesta
of trade and commerce. lie found
that, when vessels proceeded from the
great lakes to ports of Great Britain,
the tonnage measurement did not agree
with that prevailing in the mother
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country, and frequent and serious
difficulties had arisen between Custom-
house officials and ship-owners. The
Bill was introduced for the purpose of
avoiding those difficulties and of creat-
ing a uniform system throughout the
British Dominions, making the Cana-
dian system the same as that of Eng-
land, which was understood in the
United States and on the European
Continent, and which would prove bene-
ficial to Canadian vessels trading with
foreign countries. It was intended to
obviate the great distinctions which
existed between the system of measure-
ment in Ontario, Quebec and the
Maritime Provinces. The Government,
when it entered upon the task of car-
rying the Bill was met by almost in-
numerable difficulties; it almost imper-
illed the existence of the Government,
and during one whole Session it
caused great difficulties which were not
confined to the floor of Parliament. If
ho had made the system of registration
enforced throughout the Dominion,
as applicable not only to ships going
to foreign ports, but trading on the in-
land waters, he would have done a
complete injustice especialy in regard
to shipping on the lakes. In the case
of the Richelieu Navigation Company,
which owned 21 boats, if that system
had been applied, twenty per cent.
would have been added to the working
expenses of each vessel. There was
no particular reason why so great an
injustice should have been committed
to secure uniformity. The main object
which he sought to accomplish was
to provide for re-registration in the
case of vessels going to foreign ports,
and, tberefore, le provided that the
system of' vesseis should not be changed
in respect to existing vessels, but that
in regard to new vessels the system
should be changed.

Resolution agreed to, and ordered to
be reported.

Iouse resumed.
Resolution reported, read the first and

seconîd times, and agreed to.

Mr. SMITH asked leave to introduce
a Bill (No. 106) To amend the Act
further to amend the Pilotage Act of
1875.

Bill read thefirst time.
Mr. MITCHELL.

BANK SHAREHOLDERS' VOTES
BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved the first
reading of Bill (No. 107) (from the
Sonate) To remove doubts as to the
right to vote of shareholders in certain
Banks.

Bill read the first time.

MEASUREMENT OF REGISTERED
SHIPS BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) moved
for leave to introduce a Bill (No. 106)
Respecting the measurement of ships
registered under the repealed Act of
the late Province of Canada.

Bill read the first time.

TRANSFER OF PUBLIC WORKS

RESOLUTION CONSIDERED IN CoMMITTEE'

flouse resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolution:-

" That it is expedient to transfer the con-
trol, management and maintenance, as
respects ordinary re pairs, of all harbours,
wharves, piers nd breakwaters, being the
property of the Dominion, except tiose under
the management of Commissioners appointed
under an Act of the Parliament of Canada,
and the harbours of St. John, N.B., and
Pictou, fr om the Department of PublieWorks
to that of Marine and Fisheries, the construc-
tion and extraordinary repairs renaining
under the control of the Departinent first
naned; and to empower the Governor in
Council, from time to time, on the recom-
mendation of the Minister of Marine and
Fisherles, to make, alter or rescnd rules and
regulations for the management and a tariff
or tariffs of tolls and dues for the use of the
said works respectively, and to impose pen-
alties for contravention of such ruies and
regulations ; such tolls and pe alties to belong
to Her Majesty for the public uses oi the Dor
minion."

(In the Committee.)

Mr. TUPPER said he would like to
ask his hon. friend the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries how he proposod
to discriminate in the class of cases
falling under the administration of the
Fisheries Department, and of the
Public Works Department.
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Mr. SMIITH (Westmoreland) said Le
supposed that the Government would
determine what were ordinary and
-what extraordinary repairs.

Mr. MITCHELL said the same
principle was applied to lighthouses.
The resolution was founded on public
economy and the public interest, and
Le therefore supported it. He might
say he sometimes recollected an old
statement made by the First Minister
when in Opposition, to the effect that
the Department he had had the bonour
to preside over as Minister of Marine
and Fisheries was, like the fifth wheel
to a coach, unimportant, one in which
there was nothing to do, and which
never amounted to anything.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I said much
worse things than that.

Mr. MITCHELL said he did not
doubt it; but his hon. friend, he
thought, should now, in all candour,
admit that this Department was effi-
cient and useful, attracting a great
deal of public attention, and represent-
ing important interests. His hon.
friend should retract his former
expression.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I retract it, Sir.
Mr. HOLTON said his bon. friend

from Northumberland had succeeded,
by his extraordinary activity and
energy, in gathering in, from all quar-
ters, business for the Department,
which was correctly characterized by
his hon. friend the First Minister as
the fifth wheel to a coachi, which was
created when it became necessary to
provide a Department for his bon.
friend from Northumberland. The
hon. gentleman's activity was, ultima-
tely,'useful there, no doubt, in doing a
great variety of things which might,
with greater fitness and advantage to
the country, have been done by the
Ministers of the other Departments.
This was the position they held when
theyoccupied seats on the other side
of the House. Not being very much
given to retraction, he adhered to his
original opinion; but he admitted that
bis hon. friend (Mr. Mitchell), by his
unwonted energy in gathering to him-
self all sorts of odds and ends of busi
ness, had consolidated the Department
mto one of respectability and useful-
-ness for his successor.

Mr. MITCHELL said the difference
between his hon friend from Chateau-
guay and the First Minister was
that the former was a perfect man,
never in the wrong, always in the
right, and always knowing the rules
of order. Everybody admitted this.
His hon. friend the First Minister,
however, was not perfect; and he (Mr.
Mackenzie) adrnitted sometimes,
though very rarely, that Le was in the
wrong. The resolution took away
from the Department of the First
Minister, the most powerful Minister
in the Cabinet, a very important
charge; and this showed that the Gov-
ernment, which bis hon. friend froni
Chateauguay supported, believed the
late Administration were right in pur-
suing the course they did with refer-
ence to this Department.

Resolution agreed to, and ordered to
be reported.

House resumed.
Resolution reported. read the first and

second tines, and agreed to.

APPEALS FROM JUSTICES OF
THE PEACE BILL.-[BILL No. 78.]

(Mr. Blake.)
TIIRD READINo.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 78)
To amend the law respecting appeals
from convictions before, or orders by,
Justices of the Peace.

(In the Committeo.)
Mr. BLAKE said he proposed to

make some trifling amend ments, which
he explained.

Mr. LAURIER said lie would direct
the attention of the hon. the Minister
of Justice to the fact that the Courts
of Quarter Session were becoming
obsolete in Quebec. There was a dis-
position in 'tLe Province that their
jurisdiction line appcal ani sumnmary
conviction should be abolished, and the
powers given to the Court of Queen's
Bench. Judge Ramsay had suggested
the propriety of making this change,
and, if such was the disposition, Le
thought, forthe sake of harinony, the
law should be altered in accordance.
He would, therefore, propose an amend-
ment to that effect.
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Mr. BABY said he agreed with his
hon. friend from Arthabaska that this
change should be made. As properly
remarked, the Court was becoming
almost obsolete, and would in a short
time disappear entirely from the cities
of Montreal and Quebec. He hoped
the hon. the Minister of Justice would
agree to the amendment.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. gentlemen
who had spoken on this question were
thoroughly conversant with the work-
ing of the law, and he could have no
better guarantee in making this change
than their representations. If he
heard no objections, he would accept
the views of those hon. gentlemen, and
agree to the anendment.

Bill, as amended, ordered to Ie re-
ported.

House reeuned.
Bill reported.
Amendmonts read thefirst and second

times and agreed to.
Bill read the third tine and passed.

CULLING OF TIMBER ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 103.]

(Mr Laflamme.)

sEOOND READING.

Order for second reading read.
Mr. CAIRON said he altogether con-

curred in the provision of the Bill as to
reducing the number of cullers, but,
from all the information that he had
been able to collect, lie could not agree
with the proposition to average the
wages of the men at $700. If the ex-
penses of the cullers were considered,
this seemed to be almost a ridiculous
remuneration. If he were correctly
informed, in many cases these expenses
amounted to 25 and even 30 per cent.,
and he thought it was not right to re-
duce their salaries as low as $700. When
the deputation from Quebec waited
upon the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue, that hon. gentleman very
kindly expressed his determination to
take into consideration the views
which were laid before him. He
(Mr. Caron) hoped that even at this
stage of the Bill the Government
would flnd it possible to change it in

Mr. Lama.

such a way as to make the remuneration
of the cullers, who were subjected to a
great many hardships and were pro-
vented by their business from obtain.
ing other employment after the culling
season was over, more commensurate
to their positions.

Mr. LAFLAMME said it was first
proposed that the remuneration should
be $800, but it was ultimately agreed
that $700 was sufficient under the cir-
cumstances. The Bill was the result
of a compromise between the two par-
ties interested, and he thought it would
meet their approval.

Mr. THIBAUDEAU said, as one of
the parties in the arrangement, he dis-
tinctly understood that the amount
agreed upon was $800. The fact that
that sum was first pririted in the reso-
lution suported him in this statement.
He had just come from Quebec, where
he had had interviews, with the cullers,
and he could tell the louse that they
had come to the conclusion that $700
was far too little. As had been stated,
the expenses of those men were very
heavy, and, if the arnount was not in-
creased, they could hardly make a liv-
ing. He had done his best to press
this matter on the hon. the iMinister of
Inland Revenue, but perhaps other and
stronger influences than his had pre-
vented him from fixing the salary at
$800.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said he had in previous Sessions taken
some interest in this matter, and
he wished to make a few observations
on this occasion. During last summer
he had occasion, in common with other
persons engaged in the production of
square timber, to meet frequently the
hon. the President of the Council, and,
if any one had formed the impression
that that hon. gentleman had not paid
as much attention as he ought to the
interests of the cullers, he was happy
to bear testimony to the fact that they
were entirely deceived. In the confer-
ences which he, together with other
persons engaged in the lumber trade
had with him, the hon. the President of
the Council showed that he had no dis-
position to see the interests of the cul-
lers neglected. If those gontiomen
who represented constituencies where
cullers lived were to consider the fact
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that the lumbermen were willing to
pay the $200 superannuation, in case
it could not be given out of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, and that they
were agreeable that the cullers should
earn an average of $700 each instead
of $480, it would have to be acknow-
ledged that they were making some
concessions on their side. It was
agreed at first that the cullers should
have $800, it being understood that
they would make out their own speci-
fications, which he thought tbey were
perfectly able to do. But the
general impression was that the speci-
tications had better be made out by the
clerk as before, ani he felt bound to
raise no objections to that. When the
Governnent found out whatwas accept-
able to the lumbermen, they considered
fairly the interests of the cullers, and
he thought that every fair-minded
man would say that justice was done
to the cullers, especially in view of the
fact that the lumber trade was in a
very depressed condition and could
not bear any undue burdens. Although
it was true that the cullers could
undertake no permanent work in the
summer other than that of culling, yet
there was nothing to prevent their
getting employment during the winter.
They did not have to work more than
35 or 40 days during the culling season,
and it was unreasonable to expect that
for this they should get enough to
keep them all the rest of the year,
although he would be very sorry to sec
them unfàirly treated. Of anything,
he would sooner sec them overpaid
than underpaid.

Mr. CAUCHON said the under-
standing was that the cullers should
receive $800, making out their own
specitications; but then itwas thought
that this would occupy too much of
their time, and that it was better that
the average of the salaries should be
made 8700, the specifications to be made
at the office. This difference of $100
was really in favour of the cullers.
The hon.' member for Quebec East
(Mr. Thibaudeau) acceded to that ar-
rangement, but he afterwards, in a
letter, insisted that they should have
$800. He (Mr. Cauchon) tried to get
the several parties to agree to this, but
could not,

Mr. CAIRON said under the old sys-
tem it required thirty-six cullers to do
the work, they receiving on the average
$480 each ; and as there were now only
eighteen, they of course would have to
do twice as much work, and conse-
quently ought certainly to receive
$800. If they prepared their own
specifications, their position would be
worth $1,000. From all the letters he
had received, it would appear that the
cullers had agreed that $700 was about
the value of the work they were re-
quired to do.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) en-
quired the amount of the sur plus fund
paid into the Consolidated Revenue,
over and above the cost of maintaining
the cullers' office at Quebec, and
whether a fair amount of interest had
been allowed.

Mr. BLANCHET said it was to be
regretted that the salaries of the cullers
had not been increased. If there was
any class of men deserving the consid-
eration of the Governiment it was the
cullers. The lumber trade could surely
afford the trifle more required to inake
the amount $800, and if it could not
the Government might make the
advance. It was well-known that, since
1867, some $40,000 had been accurnu-
lated out of the surplus of the office,
and, as the Government had used the
money, they ought to be willing to
deal with the cullers.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
remarked that the 36 cullers had not
been paid $480 average each on
account of the actual work performed
by them, but with the view of giving
them a reasonable sum to keep them
for the year. They then worked on
an average only about 18 to 20 days in
the year, and now they would
have to work 35 days during the
season. He thought $700 a very good
recompence. Without desiring to say
anything against them, he would say
they were in education and position
very little beyond ordinary labours.

Mr. CURRIER said he thought $700
pretty good pay for a month's work,
off and on, especially as the callers
could turn their attention to other
thinge during the winter. This year
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lumbermen would have to pay a larger
amount in fees and annuities than they
had done before.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.
Mr. MACKENZIE said he would sug-

gest, as some of the gentlemen inter-
-ested in the lumber business wanted to
be absent,the House should take the sec-
ond reading now, and give an oppor-
tunity to discuss the Bill in Committee
to-morrow. It affected the lumber in-
terest chiefly, and the desire of the
Government was to meet the views of
the lumber trade as far as possible,
with a reasonable consideration for
those . who had been engaged as
cullers under the previous arrange-
ment.

Bill read the second tine.

ADMISSION OFNEWFOUNDLAND
FISH AND FISH OILS BILL.

[BILL No. 104.]

(Mr. Laflamme.)

TIIIRD READING.

Bill read the second tine.
House resolved itself into Committee

,of the Whole to consider the said Bill.

(In the Conmittee.)

Mr. LAFLAMME said the object of
this Bill was to allow fish and fish oil
from Newfoundland, when it was as-
certained by the Government here that
the inspection there agreed entirely
with the inspection ordered by the
Federal Government, to be admitted
as if they had been inspected in the
Dominion of Canada. The Govern-
ment of Newfoundland had sadopted
the same principles as to inspection as
this Government, and this measure
was intended to facilitate trade between
the Dominion and Newfoundland,
which supplied the greatest quantity of
fish to the Dominion.

Bill ordered to be reported.
fouse resuned.
Bill reported, read the third tine, and

yassed.
Mr. Cuiamm.

INLAND REVENUE ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.-[BILL No. 91.]

(Mr. Lafamme.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 91)
To amend the Act respecting the In-
land Revenue.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. LAFLAMME said the objeet of
this Bill was to secure a better collec-
tion of the revenue from Excise. It
proposed to impose on those who im-
ported stills or worms for the purpose
of distilling, the obligation of taking a
license, in order that the revenue
officers might be informed where these
stills or worms were destined to be
used, so that they could follow their
use and prevent illicit distillation. The
second provision of the Bill was to
establish four classes of licenses instead
of three, in order to allow the smaller
brewers to obtain licenses by paying
duties.

Mr. TUPPER asked whether the
operation of this change in the latter
part of the Bill was not likely to be
attended with a considerable loss of
revenue. As he understood it, the
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
proposed to reduce the amount for
licenses which were now required to
be taken out by brewers, and the effect
of that would be two-fold, and from
both points of view would be injurious
as far as the revenue was concerned.
Parties who now took out licenses at a
higher rate would take them out in
the lower class, and the Government
would receive a smaller sum for
licenses than they now received, and,
as it would tend to multiply the
number of brewers, a largely increased
cost would be entailed in the appoint-
ment of officers to supervise the differ-
ent breweries. He did not know ex-
actly the object aimed at by the Gov-
ernment in proposing this change, and
it was open to these two objections.

Mr. LAFLAMME said that, as the
law now stood there were really only
two classes of licenses-the first class,
which composed the largest number of
brewers, and the second class, which
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fixed the license fee at two hundred
dollars for those who manufactured
only to a certain extent, and the whole
of the brewers were actually comprised
in these two classes. The third clase
escaped entirely, because the amount
they manutfactured was too sniall. The
decrease of revenue would be quite
insigniticant, while it would allow
those wlio produced a very small quan-
tity to take a license at one hundred
and tifty dollars instead of two hundred
dollars. The cost of collection would
be the saie, because, as the law ex,
isted, wherever there was a brewery
there must be an officer to attend to it.
The only difference was that the Bill
established a more equitable system in
favour of those who paid less for the
less amount produced.

On Section 4,
Mr. PATERSON said he would like

to have an explanation with regard to
the necessity of requiring persons who
nanufactured or imported stills and

worms to take out licenses for which
they were to pay $30. It seemed to
him that the imposition of such a
restriction on the trade might perhaps
pro'e onerous and irksome.

Mr. LAFLAMME said it appeared
that a great number of stills and worms
were manufactured in a secret manner
or imported them from the United
States for the purpose of illicit distil-
lation ; and the object ofthe amendment
was to secure information being given
to the Excise officer of their manufac-
tare or importa tion. The same practice
had been adopted in the United States
and in England. Any person who manu-
lactured or imported a still or worm
for the purpose of distillation, wvas
there bound to give information to the
Excise officer as to the object for
which and the party for whom it was
manufactured or imported, in order
that the officer might ascertain its
destination, and whether it was used
for illicit distillation or not. This was
the only mode by which this informa-
tion could be secured.

MI'. PATERSON said ho still per-
ceived a difficulty. He could readily
understand the desire of the Inland
Revenue officers to secure this know-
ledge, in order to prevent illicit distil-
lation; but this was provided for in

74

Section 3 in the new tub-seetion pro-
posed to be added. This required a
license to be taken outi and heavy
bonds to be entered into; and yet it
was proposed, in adlition, to impose a
further penalty of 830. The Excise
regulations were very onerous, and
very distasteful to thu businiess portio
of the community which they con-
cerned ; and, under the imposition of
more stringent regulations, especially
with regard to Excise, they would
likely become rest1læs. The manuac-
ture of a single still or lermenting tun
would require the carpenter engaged
in making it to apply for a license in
the first place, and to secure good and
sufficient sureties in the second place;
and, over and above this, he was to be
obliged to inform the Excise officers
for whom it was made, and of its capa-
city and dimensions. The article
might not be worth the amount of
money to be paid for tle license.
Again, a person might not need to im-
port or make one ofthese articles in a
year's time. In that case, it was a
direct charge on the brewer or
distiller, who already largely contri-
buted to the revenue of the country.

Mr. LAFLAMME said that brewers
and distillers were exempted from the
operation of this section. There was
no doubt whatover that the decrease iii
the revenue from the Excise on spirits
during the last few ycars arose chiefly
from illicit distillation, and the adoption
of such a regulation was necessary to
secure the requisite information, since,
under it, no person would be allowed
to manufacture or import a still unleso
he reported the fact to the Excise
officers. As the law now stood, a
person could not be punished for liaving
in his possession a still which he did
not use.

Mr. PATERSON said this regulation
would more likely have the effect of
inducing those who manufactured or
imported these articles to refrain from
giving such information to the Depart-
ment, inasmuch as it would eatail the
taking out of a license and the payment
of $30.

Mr. LAFLAMME said at present no
means existed of ascertaining where
stills were manufactured, consequeutly
any tixl8mith or coppersmith could
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manufacture them privately, without
the knowledge of the Excise officer.
When those stills were manufactured
it was for the purpose of illicit distilla-
tion. This Bill provided that no man
should enter into their manufacture
unless he paid a license fe of $30.
This was a very trifling amount, but it
would undoubtedly have the effect of
checking a great deal of illicit distilla-
tion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Sup-
pose an i m porter or manufacturer pays
the license fee, how are you to compel
him to tell to whom he sells?

Mr. LAFLAMME: 11e is bound to
report under Section 6.

Mr. MILLS: The Act makes him a
distiller, treats him as such, and sub-
jects him to ail the penalties.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
under t'he proposed law any copper-
smith who sbould make a single still
would have to pay this $30 fee, which
wouild be very hard in many cases.
The consequecue would be that the
mian ufactur'e of stills would be confined
to the largo centres, and brewers and
distillers w'oild be compelled, often at
great inconveiience, to get their ap-

1 aratus froin those places, whereas,
nîow, they could get them made in the
vicinity of their establishments.

Mr. LAFLAMME said the manu-
facture o stills was now almost entirely
conitined to eities. Some establishments
made themi themsclves within their
premnises, and in such cases no addi-
tionîal license was to be paid.

Mr. PATERSON said, if a copper-
siîth, in Gulelph for instance, should
make a still for a distillery, he would,
according to this Bill, be violating the
Revenue Law. He did not think that
was rig-ht.

Mr. LA FLAMME: It would be at
the worst only ai additional tax on the
distillier.

Mg. PA TERSON said the hon. the
Ministers should conider the distillers
were weighied down enough now.

Mr. LAFLAMME said he did not
suppose any distiller would complain,
because it would tend to prevent illicit
distillation, and so benetit the honest
distiller.

Mr. LAPLAMME.

Mr. PATE BSON said the Bill would
have the effect of transferring the
manufacture of stills and utensils to the
large cities.

Mr. ('ARTWRIGHT said illicit dis-
tillation had increased very much of
late. They had found in practice that
without stringent regulations this
practice could not be suppressed. No
doubt the proposed measure was a
severe regulation, but it was undoubt-
edly in favour of the honest distiller.

Mr. TUPPER asked the meaning of
the words in the clause " apart froma
the manufacture of beer, wash, or
spirits."

Mr. LAFLAMME said they meant
the beer, wash, or spirits from which
spirits were made.

Mr. PATERSON said he understood
the phrase -was put there todistinguish
the irmporter or manufacturer from the
distiller.

Section a1greed to.
On Section 8,

Sir JOHN A.MACDONA LD pointed
out that, under the first subsection,
hammers, nails, iron, coppers, all of
whicb were " suitable for making
stills," &., were liable to be seized or
destroyed.

Mr. LAFLAMME said this was only
when it was plain that they were in
connection with the making of stillN,
&c. There was the same provision
with reference to the illicit manufac-
ture of tobacco. Revenue officers were
obliged to destroy these articles every
day.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the provision that " ail horses, vehicles
and other appliances which have been
or are heing uised for the purpose of
removing any spirits, malt," &c,
should be seized, would cause a carter's
horse and vehicle, engaged in removing
dutiable goods withput any knowledge
that anything was wrong, to be seized.
There was no discretion about it if
even the carter was innocent of any
wrong. And the unfortunate horse,
by force of the words " have been,"
would, for the rest of its life, be subject
to seizure by ihe Government if it had
ever drawn contraband goods.
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Mr. MACKENZIE said the- hon.
gentleman knew very well that aIl
horses engaged in smuggling were
seized, and the provision of this Act
was, on precisely the same principle,
applied to the Inland Revenue pur-
poses. The tools and appliances
referred to were those " peculiar to the
smanufacture of stills and worms,"
which hammers, nails, &c., were nlot.
-' Peculiar " would be a more explicit
word than "suitable." The words
" have been" might also be struck out.

Section, as amended, agreed to.
On Section 14,
Mr. LAFLAMME said that under

the prement law, 1001b. of barley was
held to be equal to 821b. of malt. It
-was proposed by the Bill to reduce it
to 751b. of malt.

Mr. BUNSTER said that every prac-
tical brewer knew that, under the float-
ing test, 1001b. of barley would not
produce 751b. of malt.

Mr. WORKMAN considered the pro-
portion too great. He had also been
assured by a prominent brewer in
Montreal that, if the BiIl passed, half of
the breweries in the Dominion would
ïbe closed.

Mr. PLATT said 751b. was a very
high average, though it was sometimes
obtained fiom barley grown in Upper
Canada; 751b. was even a high average.

Section agreed to.
Bill, as amended, ordered to be re

ported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.
Amendments read the first and second

tines and agreed to.

WAYS AND MEANS-CONCUR-
RENCE-THE TARIFF.

Order for consideration of Resolutions
2 to 9, inclusively, as reported from the
Committee of Ways and Means, on
Tuesday, the 20th ofFebruary last, read.

Mr. SPEAKER said there could be
no discussion on the general policy of
the Government, but merely on the
subject matter of each resolution.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: We
cannot be robbed and cheated out of
our rights. This is nothing more or
less than cheating us out of our rights.

7 4 j

Mr. MACKENZIE: It was perfectly
understood that the debate should be
taken on the previous particular stage.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: There
was no understanding of the kind. I
say distinctly that there was no under-
standing of the kind.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes, there was.
The hon. gentleman should not get into
a passion. He should keep cool. His
contradictions affect us very little. The
hon. gentleman has no right to make
that statement.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : I do
make it.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman bas no right to do so. Hie is
grossly out of order, and, is violating
parliamentary propriety in using that
sort of language. The hon. gentleman
bas no right to use such language.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD : Oh.
Mr. MACKENZIE: Ie is allowed

to state his opinions and views on the
Speaker's ruling, and, when I begin to
state mine, he flies into a passion and
uses improper language. I say that
was the understanding.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Not
at al.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The understand-
ing on the last night of the debate was
that the hon. gentleman was to en
deavour to take a vote withoit any
further general discussion, as far as he
was concerned; and he made that state-
ment explicitly.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Mr.
Speaker, as to the question of order, I
am not out of order in 'stating that
there was no such understanding. My
recollection cannot be at fault, and I
am sure that I amn right. The Journals
of the House show that I am right:
" The House resumed further the ad-
journed debate on Mr. Cartwright's
proposed motion for the second read-
ing of resolution number one as re-
ported from the Committee of Ways
and Means, and the motion of Sir John
A. Macdonald in amendment thereto."
It is quite true that, after a long debute
on the first resolution, I stated, in
my desire to assist in the progress of
business, as far as I was concerned, that
I would move a resolution respecting
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the tea duty, and aid in getting through
business as fast as possible. The ques-
tion was distinctly put on the first
resolution, as the Journals say, and, if
the Journals are altered or amended,
they would be falsified; I have no hesi-
tation in saying that.

Mr. SPEAKER said he thought he
made a statement at the close of the
long debate on the amendment that it
would be then only open to hon. mem-
bers to discuss the subsequent resolu
tions, and, in that view of the case, the
right hon. member had concurred.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD: No,
I did not.

Mr. SPEAKER: I so understood the
hon. member, at all events.

Mr. TUPPER said it was quite true
that the Speaker had made that remark.
lie had refrained from addressing the
House in answer to a number of com-
ments made on the remarks lie had
made when ho followed the Minister
of Finance in his Budget speech. The
moment the Speaker had made the
remark in question, he had ob-
served to the right hon. gentleman
that in this case he would be
precluded from answering any of
the speeches delivered, and his right
hon. friend had at once said he was
satisfied that the Speaker was entirely
wrong; and that the matter would be
brought up at a subsequent sitting. It
was quite true that his hon. friend
stated he would endeavour as much as
possible to limit the range of the dis-
cussion at future stages of the qestion,
but that was all. lie thought that
what had taken place between the hon.
the leader of the Hlouse and the right
hon. gentleman who led the Opposition,
conclusive as to the view thon taken
was by the hon. gentleman who led the
Government.

Mr. SPEAKER said ho had looked
very carefully into the whole subject,
as the last debate had been very pro-
tracted, and as he thought it was possi-
ble ho might have to make a ruling on
it. ie found, as far as ho could judge
from the Journals of the English louse
of Commons, that a record was made
thore of the reading of the first resolu-
tion, which was then read the second
-ime and agreed to. When read the

Sir JORN . MACDONALD.

second time, an amendment was pro-
posed, and the second resolution was
read the second time and agreed
to. The question went on the
motion for the reading of the
resolutions, the second reading was
allowed, and thenand then, only, could
ho find that the whole subject-matter
was open for general discussion, as to
the tariff and the policy of the Goveru-
ment. He did not find a single instance
where this was subsequently allowed.
He had, in his researeh, obtained the
assistance of the Assistant Clerk of the
House who was familiar with subjects
of the kind, and ho had consulted Mr.
Todd, the Librarian, a very high au-
thority, who took the saine view ho did
on the point.

Mr. MASSON: When did the second
reading of the resolutions en bloc take
place ?

Mr. SPEAKER:
mal motion.

Mr. MASSON:
done?

Mr. SPEAKER:
was not done.

It was only a for-

But when was it

I believe that it

Mr. MASSON said this was just the
point. According to the rules, if he
was not mistaken, the resolutions
were to be read the first time; concur-
rence was moved on the second reading
en bloc, and on that motion the discus-
sion could take the widest range; and,
when the Clerk read the resolutions
one by one, any hon. member could
move an amendment ; but in this case
the diseussion must be confined to the
particular amendment proposed.
However, instead of following the pro-
per practice and putting the resolu-
tions en bloc, the Finance Minister, of
his own accord, had moved them one
by one, which could only properly be
done by the Clerk. Consequently they
could not discuss the whole question on
its merits. They had, however, estab-
lished their precedent, and they could
not be deprived by the act of the
Speaker himself of the right of
discussing the whole policy
of the Governmont on the second read-
ing of the resolutions, for the Speaker,
for some reason or other, had not put
the second reading.
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
a report was made by the Committee
of Ways and Means to the Speaker,
.and that report was either read the
second time, or it was not so read. If
not, then the second reading had still
to be moved. it was not read the second
time, for the Journals said "I Mr. Cart-
wright nioved that Resolution No.1 be
now read a second time," and he moved
in amendment " that the said resolution
be not now read a second time, but,"
&c. If, by some error, Resolution No.1
was read, instead of the whole report,
then this must be read the second
time.

Mr. SPEAKER said their practice
had been, after the first formal reading,
that the question should be put from
the Chair: " Is it the ploasure of the
House that this resolution or resolu-
tions be read a second time and con-
curred in ?" He had followed this old
practice, but it was exceedingly faulty
and it was not according to the rules
laid down in May.

Mr. MASSON said he would like to
know how they could logically be de-
prived, under the circumstances, of
going into the whole subject again on
the second resolution. The House had
made a procedent, and they acted on
precedents. Were they going to de-
cide one way one day, and the contrary
on the day following? The Speaker
admitted that they had not acted
properly and the people and the
Ministry should have the benefit of it.
The Government should not be afraid
to allow the freest and the widest dis-
cussion. They had expected the de-
,bate would continue, and he hoped that
the Minister of Public Works would be
in their favour in this respect and not
hide himself behind the rules of the
House. A wide range should be al-
Iowed to the discussion.

Mr. SPEAKER said he had not
known what the Government's views
on the subject were, nor did he care.
It was his duty as Speaker of the
Hlouse to conduct the debates accord-
ing to the laws of Parliament.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not think it competent for the
Speaker to look into a question of
Order not raised by the House. This

had been occurring during the whole
Session.

Mr. MACIKENZIE said ho took ex-
ception to that statement, over and
over again. The Speaker of the louse
of Commons in England made state-
ments to the House regarding the order
of the debates, and the order of busi-
ness. The ground taken by the hon.
member for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson),
was a remarkable one. The hon. gen-
tleman said they must be governed by
precedents even if they were bad; but
this was, however, no justification for
pursuing a wrong course. He had
merely to say that he had had no com-
munication with any one directly or
indirectly on this subject.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: No-
body said so.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman (Mr. Masson) spoke of my
hiding myself behind something.

Mr. MASSON said he had intimated
that, if the First Minister insisted on
the course indicated being pursued,
when they had established a kind of
precedent for themselves, ho would

ave a right to say that the hon. gen-
tleman was not dealing quite fairly
with the Opposition.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said that
every Speaker they had had had con-
sidered it his duty to allow the broadest
and freest discussion on this subject.
Supposing they had a Government
which tried to stifle discussion, what
would the country say to it? The people
would think that an injustice had been
done. He did not doubt that Mr.
Speaker considered he was right, but
he was taking a strong stand and a
doubtful course and a course which,
if not condemned by the majority in
this House, would be condemned by
the majority of the people. He was
afraid the people would think that
decision was not one calculated to aid
freedom of discussion of those great
questions which hon. members had
been sont here to discuss. He would
not have risen to address the House
had he not felt that it would have been
a dereliction of his duty to sit silently
in his seat when such a decision was
given.
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Mir. M ACKENZIE: So far as afford-
ing an opportunity to discuss the gene-
ral policy of the Government is con-
cerned, my impression is that that was
very well availed of; but, if there
should be any disposition to do that
further, it is quite open fbr any hon.
member to move that the Government
does not possess the confidence of the
House. Upon that, hon. gentle-
men will have the most abundant
opportunity to go into anything they
please in regard to the administration of
the affairs of the country, and, for my
own part, 1 am quite indifferent how
soon that should be done.

Mr. MASSON said that was not wl at
they wanted. They did not want to
be allowed to go over the whole subject
and find fults, but they wanted the
right to do it if they chose. Since he
had not succeeded with the hon. the
Minister of Public Works, he would
ask the hon. the Finance Minister if lie
were not responsible for the position in
which they were at this moment. He
asked him as a public man whether jus-
tice was being done in depriving them of
their privilege to debate this question.

Mr.CARTWRIGHT said they bad had
threo weeks discussion of the general
policy of the Goverument; and did his
hon. friend propose to discuss this
question at each ofth e nine resolutions?
Permonally, he lad no objection. It
would be merely an inconvenience to
his hon. friend and the House, and not
altogether in accordance with the un-
derstanding come to, which was that
as much as possible the debate would
be confined to specifie objects. Ifthe
rules of the House did not permit such
motions being discussed de die in diem,
he thought it expedient they should be
amended. The debates dragged when
there were intervals of two or three
days, and they would have had a much
botter debate, one which would have
done more good for the country and
been pleasanter all round, if it had
been continuous.

Mr. SPEAKER said, on looking over
the authorities, he had found a passage,
which was to the effect that, when the
resolution was read the second time, and
the question was that the Hlouse
should agree to the said reso-
lution, no observations of a gen-

Mr. POPE.

eral character might be made
but the speakers must refer to the reso-
lution under discussion. He had also
sent for a copy of the Journals of the
English House of Comnons. He Iound
that the whole report of the Committee
on Ways and Means was given, and
then this report was read the first time
pro forma. Then, a motion being made
and the question being proposed, that
"the said resolutions be now read the
second time," an amendment of a
general character was proposed. That
was discussed, and that question was
put and disposed of; and then the
record went on to say:-"Ordered,
that the said resolutions be now read
the second time." The first resolution
being read the second time was agreed
to; the second, third, and fourth reso-
lutions were read a second time and
re-committed ; the fifth and sixth reso-
lutions were read a second time and
agreed to. So that, practically, the
course followed in the English flouse
was precisely that which it was sug-
gested they should follow now.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. the Minister of Finance had
referred to the inconvenience arising
from the debate being dropped for in-
tervals, but the hon. gentleman should
remember that he vas himself respon-
si ble for that. Fron the discussion of
Ways and Means, instead of going into
Ways and Means, the hon. gentleman
went into Conmittee of Supply.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment wanted to have the debate go
on de die in diem, but Mr. Speaker ruled
that this was not necessarily a vote of
want of confidence, and the rule did
not apply.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he did not
think they went into Supply when the
motion was made.

Several HON'. MEMBERS: Yes.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said if

the Government wanted to go their
own road they must submit, and let
the country judge of the way in which
the Opposition had been treated.

Some HON. MEMBERS : Hear,
hear.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he heard the mechanical majority over
there, and he saw the hon. the Minis-

[COMMON-ýS.] The Taniff.



The Tarif. 1175

ter of Militia, who could agree to
nothing else but laughing and jeering
in such a derisive way.

Mr. VAIL : I do not think the hon.
gentleman is in order in referring to
me in that way.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. member (Mr. Vail) should
behave with something like courtesy
when he was in bis seat. They would
leave this matter to the country, for lie
knew the country were behind the

Opposition. Hon. members on the
other side knew that well also. The
might laugh and jeer, and the hon. the
Premier might whistle to keep their
courage up; but their courage was
sinking down to their boots. The
Opposition must submit for a time,
and they would submit with all
the grace they could, and with all the
resignation that they ought; but the
honest indignation with which ho
spoke would resound from one end of
the country to the other, and receive
the support of the people from one end
of the country to the other.

Mr. MASSON said he would not say
they had been cheated out of their
righ ts-he never used that expression
-but he would repeat that, by the act
of the Government, and by the putting
of the question by Mr. Speaker, they
were deprived of their rights.

Resolution 2 read the second time, and
agreed to, on a Division.

Resolution 3 read the second time.
Question put on concurrence in the

said Resolution.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved
in amendment:

" That the said resolution be not now con-
curred in, but that it be referred back to the
Conmittee on Ways and Means, with instrue-
tions that thev shall have power to substitute
for the said duties on tea sone tax that, while
bringing to the Treasury an equivalent
anount of revenue, will, at the same time, aid
the various industries of the country."

He said he had had occasion to say
before, and ho would repeat that this
tax had no merit except that it was
easily collected. In the first place it
Was a tax on the consumer, and upon
everybody, whether farmer, agricul-
tunist, mechanic, manufacturer or mer-
chant; everybody who drank tea was
Made liable for the increase of the tax on

tea, at the rate of two cents a pound
additional. It had been said that this
was a small tax, that it did not amount
to anything. But, in raising the price
of tea two cents on the pound, it did
so not only on the tea which would be
hereafter importod, but upon all the
tea which was at present in the coun-
try. The Government had indubitable
evidence from all parts that this coun-
try was suffering greatly from depres-
sion. They knew that they might
have arranged this tariff so that, while
it would have raised the revenue, it
would, at the same time, in some degree
have given encouragement, some sup-
port, some cheer to the various strug-
gling industries, and thus have bene-
fitted both the labourer and employer.
Truc to bis promise he did not propose
to make a speech on this occasion, and,
therefore, ho would be content with
moving the resolution.

Mr. BOWELL said as a matter of dis-
pute had arisen just now he would take
this opportunity of setting the House
right upon it. It was positively
asserted that the Government did not
go into Supply during the discussion
upon the motion made by his right
hon. friend from Kingston; and then
again it was asserted, with equal posi-
tiveness, that they did go into Supply
between the divisions wlbich took
place and during that debate. If they
referred to the Journal, which he beld
in bis hand, of the 15th March, they
would find that the first division took
place upon the motion of the hon.
merber for Hamilton, and on the 16th,
on page 163, it would be seen that the
Finance Minister moved the House
again into Committee of Supply, and
the debate continued after that, and
the division upon the motion of the
hon. mermber for Centre Wellington
and the hon. member for Kingston did
not take place until the 23rd March.
So that, as a matter of fact, the Gov-
ornment did move the louse into
Supply during the time when this dis-
cussion was going on, on a motion
which the Government themselves said
was a motion of want of confidence.

Mr. TUPPER said ho did not intend
to occupy the time of the House long
in relation to this matter, although he
considered it one of great importance.
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The policy of the Government lie con-
sidered a most unfortunate one in rela-
tion to the duty which they proposed
to raise. If, in the present condition
of the country, the Government had
exhausted their ingenuityin endeavour-
ing to discover some means more
objecti onable than another of imposing
.a tax upon the country, he did not
think they could have been more suc-
,cessful than in increasing the duty
upon tea. It was well known that tea
entered into the consumption of all
,classes, and was a necessary of life to
the masses of the people. The people,
at the present moment, were suffering
.a great amoant of privation, owing Lo
the great depression which existed.
As the hon. the Finance Minister had
expressed it, the prosent condition of
the country was one of deep distress.
The poor man must have bis tea.
While it might be an article of luxury
to the rich, it was one of necessity to
the poor. There was no people ever
discoverel so savage but that they had
some beverage which contained within
it the essential principles of tea and
coffee. Many persons supposed that
tea was a luxury, and that the masses
of the people wasted their means in
the consumption of an article that was
not a necessary of life. A grander
mistake vas never made. The fact to
which ho had just alluded established,
beyond controversy, the fact that tea
contained those principles that were
necessary for the preservation of
health. The rich could obtain an
abundant supply of fresh animal food,
and did not stand in the same
position as the poor man who could
not obtain this article. The rich man
did not need to use tea to the same ex-
tent as the poor man, who used tea
because it enabled him in a cheap way
to obtain the nourishment necessary
for his life and health. Under these
circumstances, it would be seen that
the plan of the Governnent for raising
the revenue, so far as this was con-
cerned, would press onerously upon the
great masses of the people. At the very
time when it was acknowledged that
the employment could not be given to
the labouring classes which they were
desirous of obtaining, the Government
irnposed an additional tax upon one of
their nocessaries of life. It would be,

Mr. TUPPEL

in his opinion, impossible to devise a
tax more mischievous, oppressive and
injurions than the one which had been
prosented to the House. Not only was
the tax objectionable itself, under the
circumstances of the country, but the
form in which it was presented was
objectionable, the poor man being
taxed to an inordinate proportion. The
masses of the people were obliged to
get the cheapest kinds of teas, say that
at 25c. a pound, and yet as large an
amount would be wrung out of their
hard earned money for this tea as the
rich man would have to pay for bis
tea at $1 a pound. Thus the form in
which the tax was presented was most
unfair in its distribution, as between
the poor and the rich. If, froin the con-
dition of the country brought on by the
mismanagement of this Administration,
the Government were forced to in-
crease the taxation on the necessaries of
life, they were bound to consider how
they could so levy it as to make the
burden fall as lightly as possible upon
the struggling masses of the people at
the present time, instead of imposing
it in the way they had. Had they
imposed it in the form of an ad valoren
duty, then the poor man would not
be compelled to bear the burden to the
extent ho now would have to bear it.
He would be compelled to pay for the
article which his means would only
enable him to obtain-the poorer and
cheaper quality of tea-the same as the
wealthier and richer portion of the
community, who could indulge in the
more expensive luxury of a higher
class tea. Was there a man in the
IHouse who did not know that, as far as
the essential principle was concerned,
one pound of the tea consumed by the
wealthier class contained more of that
principle than that which the poorer
class indulged in. The Government
not only imposed this tax, but did it in
such a way as to make the poor poorer
and to lessen the burdens on the rich.
He did not think they could congratu-
late themselves either on the subject
of taxation or on the mode-the unjust,
oppressive and unfair mode-in which
they proposed to levy this tax. Thore
was another consideration which, ap-
parently, ran through the whole policy
of the Administration, and the country
were to be told: " We will levy an
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iadditional tax upon tea, and upon beer,
and upon anything and everything
that is at ail innocent or beneficial in
its nature; but we will leave free from
any increased taxation the most mis-
uhievous, hurtful and injurious beve-
rage in use by the people of Canada."
The w!hole policy of this Administra-
tion was to drive the masses of the
people ofthis country into drun kenness,
and to leave, as the only beverage, the
only stimulant, the only thing which
the man suffering in strength and
exhausted from the want of being able
to supply himself with the ordinary
amount of comforts which we desired
the great mass of our people to have
within their reach-neither tea nor beer,
but a glass of whiskey. He thought
if the bon. member for West Middlesex
(Mr. Ross), who had presented himseLf
to this House as a champion of temper-
ance, were true to his vocation, to the
principles lie professed so loudly, he
would not be found sustaining the
Administration in adopting a course
which every one must feel could only
conduce to the demoralization and in-
jury of the great mass of the people.
This was a question upon which any
man, who feit what was due to the
masses of the people of the country,
was bound to raise his voice in protest.
The course of the Goverrment and
their whole policy was one which he
did not think could reflect credit upon
them, or would be regarded by the peo-
ple as just towards them. He believed,
as he had stated, that the result would
be to take an unjust and unfair propor-
tion of the tax from those who were
least able to bear it. And that would
not be the worst, it would drive parties
who otherwise would be unable to in-
dulge in " the cup that cheers but not
inebriates " to the same unfortunate
result by leading them to partake of
an article of a more stimulating, but
less expensive character. If that did
lot result from this pioposal it would

flot e because the Government had
not done ail in their power towards an
entd so undesirable and so much to be
regretted.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said it must be
a great satisfaction to many members
of this flouse whose memories extend-
ed back a few years, to discover how
eomnpletely the hon. member for Cum-

berland (Mr. Tupper) and those who
were in the same Administration with
him had turiied their baeks on their
previous course in relgard to this and
other questions before 1he louse. It
must be news to bon. trent]enen who
were not in the Houe before to learn
that the duty imposed by those hon.
gentlemen amounted to seven cents
specifie on green tea and fifteen
per cent. ad valorem. It must
distress the mind of every true
patriot to reflect what an immense
amount of misehief, of increased drunk-
enness, of ruin to the whole labouring
classes, those gentlemen must have had
to answer fôr, who permitted that tax
to exist for five years out of the six
during which they held the reins of
power. Moreover, as they were fond
of following English precedent, it
might be well to remind those extra
loyal gentlemen that the English
Parliament, who were certainly not to
blame for indifference to the lower
classes, lately, at ail events, had placed
a specific tax of twelve cents on every
pound of tea, good, bad and indifferent.
The hon. member for Kingston had
charged against the Governmernt, as a
crime that they did not re-arrange the
tariff. He (Mr. Cartwright) would do
that if he saw any means of attaining
the object which the hon. gentleman
and his friends professed to thiak they
could attain, but lie knew that any so-
called readjustment of the tariff must
mean, not a lightening of the burdens
of the people, but the transference of
the burdens in favour of a small class
of the people to a larger class of the
people ; that it must mean the loss of
large sums, far larger than could come
into the Treasury, to the great bulk of
the people; and it was because the
Government would not attempt to get
cheap popularity with a sinall class at
the expense of the whole people of the
country that they had refused to so
re-arrange the tariff. His hon. friend
the member for Cumberland made it
it a ground of complaint that
the Government had preferred a
specifie to an ad valorem tax. They
had done so designedly, because
any one who had experience in
these matters knew that on tea, of
all articles, an ad valorem tax was the
one productive of the most unfairnees
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to the consumer, the most injustice
to the poorer portion of the community.
It was not the case that the great
majority of the people in Canada
consumed cheap tea. That to some
extent was the case in England, where
a large number of the people were
unhappily in a condition of far greater
poverty than our people were. Our
people, compared with them and
the people of other countries, obtained
a better degree of comfort and required
a very good article in the way of tea,
and the tea consumed nere was
comparati vely of a high price. Inquiries
made by the (Govornment before they
proposed the tax had convinced the
Minister of Customs and himself that
the proportion of low-priced teas was
very small compared with the teas
generally consumed in this country, so
that they would have been chasing a
shadow by putting on an ad valorem
duty. The hon. gentleman declared
that the labourer must have tea, and
that it was a prime necessity of life,
and that it was cruel to tax a prime
necessity of life; but he and his friends
would tax the fuel, the bread, the
elothes, and the sugar of the labourer.
What was it they would not tax if they
had the opportunity, under the feeble
guise ofa National Policy, whieh nearly
every man in the United States was
beginning to see would produce a worse
state of things tlan they now deplored ?
He would read from a speech recently
delivered in Congress, and not
contradicted. It was describing a state
of things in the United States, where
protection advocates had had their
own sweet way:-

"Even in the small manufacturing towns
are found people seeking for work, and the
general cry is : ' It is our trade relations
tat are wrong and unsound ; what have you

to suggest to lift us out of this slough of
despond ?'"

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. gentle-
man is discussing the general question.

Mr CAURTWRIGIIT said he thought
something was said in that way before,
and, when the hon. gentleman referred
to the great injury done by the policy
of the Goverument to the labouring
population, he thought it desirable to
show that this was not confined to our
own country alone. Now, what was
this tax which was to bring ruin and

Mr. CARTWRIGUT.

dismay to every labourer and strug-
gling manufacturer? What was the
additional tax per head which the
Government proposed to impose? The
average consumption of tea per head
was three pounds per annum, and this
tax would infliet a loss, at the utmost,
of six cents per head per annum. This
Government, which did so little to
relieve the labourer, would, by the
removal of the tax on coal oil, afford
relief of at least thirty or forty cents
per head per annum. He thought the
distressed population of Canada would
not find that they were dealing very
ill with them when, in consideration of
a tax of six cents per head, they gave
them relief to four or five times that
amount. The last argument the hon.
gentleman brought forward was that
all this tended to make the people
drunk, because the Government would
not levy a tax on whiskey. le (Mr.
Cartwright) might remind the House
that the first tax which they imposed
was an additional tax on whiskey. If
he thought that article could fairly bear
it he would be the flrst to propose an
additional tax on it instead of on beer,
or on tea; but they knew that illicit
distillation was making such progress
that it was almost impossible to check
it, and they were obliged to ask new
powers from Parliament for the pur-
pose. They knew that nearly
fo!r times the number of illicit
stills had, within the last twelve
months, been seized in Canada,
than ever before; therefore, he
thought the Government were not to
be blamed for saying that they con-
sidered the tax on whiskey to be as
high as could be collected. If the hon.
gentleman could show him that, with
safety to the revenue and the habits of
the people, an additional tax could be
irñposed on whiskey, he would be glad
to propose it, but he did not believe it
would be either politic or wise for
them to attempt, at present. at any
rate, to add anything to the tax upOn
whiskey. These were the reasonS
which had induced the Government to
impose a tax upon this article of tea.
As the right hon. member for Kings-
ton had said, it was a tax tolerably sure
in its operation, easily collected, and
sure to bring a good round sum into
the revenue. le (Mr. Cartwright) did
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not pretend that this or the preceding
tax was one which lie would like to
inflict. The circumstances of the
country were peculiar. We had to
raise a considerable sum of money in
addition to the present taxes, which he
thought were heavy enough, and which
he did not desire to see increased, if
possible, and be thought the House
would concur with him that the Go-
vernment had done wisely in selecting
a tax which could be easily collected,
and could be removed with a minimum
of disturbance, and which would not
take out of the pockets of the people as
much as the taxes proposed by the lion.
gentlemin.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said the lion.
the Minister of Finance had stated that
the Governinent of which lie (Mr. Pope)
was a member had put a duty of seven
cents on tea. It would have been only
fair of the hon. gentleman to have
stated that that Government took
that duty off; that this country was
relieved to the extent of a mil-
lion of dollars of the tax on
tea by the Government of his
his hon. friend from Kingston. The
hon. mem ber had said that the present
Governmeut had brought down this
proposition because it was easily col-
lected, and because it was the most just
and reasonable tax, and he took to him-
self credit for having relieved the
country of the tax upon coal oil. The
House knew all about coal oil; how
the Government were opposed to
reducing the tax upon that article, and
how it was only on a resolution moved
by his hon. friend from Stanstead (Mr.
Colby) that they took it off, and then
only yielded to a pressure which they
could not withstand. The hon.gentle-
man said that the Opposition would
take the tax off tea, but would tax
breadstuffs and other necessaries of
the people of this country. Let him
remember that the people would not
cOmplain, would not oppose his tax on
tea if it had been necessary to impose
it, if he had placed them in a position
to buy that tea. It was the very policy
of the Government which made this
tax on tea even ten times worse and
more obnoxious to the people of this
Country than it otherwise would be.
The Course hon. gentlemen opposite
were pursuing was likely to lead to

very great disasters in the country.
It placed the poor man in such a posi-
tion that he could neither secure labour
nor money wherewith to buy bis bread.
The poor man would flot object to pay
one dollar more a barrel for bis flour
if he could get employment and money
wherewith to buy it. The policy of
the Government deprived the poor
man of labour and money to purchase
bis bread. This was the position of
the hon. gentleman opposite. The
levy of a tax on tea was not the end of
it. Public works would now cost more.
If the Georgian Bay Bran ch, of which
these gentlemen were so proud, were
to be built, it would cost more than
would be otherwise the case. This tax
was going to be a heavy burden on the
country. Besides, many and various
works were being prosecuted in the
country. Even printers used tea; and
printers had work and jobs to do. The
labouring'man drank tea and, owing
to its increased price, this must be paid
for; and men who did work must be
paid more for it. The country had to
pay the piper. '?here was no escape
from this position. Employers would
have to pay more for the labour they
secured. Men engaged on steamboats
drank tea, and even when they were
shipping steel rails they drank it, and
they must pay the increased price. No
encouragement was given by the Gov-
ernment to the various industries of
the country, and still the price of tea
was increased. Hundreds of men were
employed. on the St. Francis Locks,
and they drank tea more or less.
These public works must cost more
in order to pay for the tax imposed on
tea. The country must pay it. This
was a bad policy. There were a
thousand other things on which a tax
might have been levied. Protection
to our industries might have been
granted, and the country relieved from
this tax on tea. Undoubtedly every
Government should consider the
question how they could best distri-
bute taxation and yet lay the lightest
burdens on the people; but the tax on
tea would not make these burdens less.
It was not going to make the country
richer or the people happier. The best
thing the Government could do was to
place the people in a position to buy
the necessaries of life, and this the
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Government cither refused or neglected
to do. If he were to speak on the ques-
tion of Protection versus Free Trade,
he would say that the great question
was how they could enable men to
obtain a subsistence in the easiest
manner in this country. Labour
should be rendered valuable. The
question was how to make it the
most valuable; and this could only be
done by protecting those industries
which gave employment to the people,
-and not by placing a tax on tea. They
should enable our people to obtain a
living for themselves; when the
manufactories were prosperous, this
furnished employment, and that
created competition,by means of which
the labourer was enabled to buy his
tea and flour as he would like to do.
This was the position he would like
to see the Government take. If, after
.adopting such a policy, they should find
it necessary to put this tax on tea, he
would not object to it; because they,
by protection, would enable the people
to pay the tax on tea. In the strait-
ened circumstances of the country he
objected to this tax being placed on
this necessary of life, since no means
were taken to place the people in a
position to pay it. When his hon.
friend (Mr. Cartwright) said that the
Opposition wished to tax bread, he had
only to reply he would guarantee that,
if the Dominion was polled from one
.end to the other, nine votes would be
found cast in favour of encouraging the
industries of the country, by means
ofwhich policy they could buy bread and
pay a little more for it, against one to
the contrary. This was the sense and
feeling of the country. It was per-
fectly absurd to suppose that his hon.
friend was going to remedy all this by
this tax on tea. The hon. gentleman
had indeed declared that the Govern-
ment had nothing to do with this
-matter, and nothing more to do with
the di itress or prosperity of the coun-
try than so many flies on a wheel.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: My hon.friend
has mis-stated what I stated. I ex-
plicitly said that, in my judgment, the
right hon. gentleman and his friends
.opposite had no more claim to say
that they had created the prosperity
of the country, nor had they any more

Xr. Ponp.

power to create it, than so many flies
on a wheel.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is the same thing. You said that vour
Government had no more to do with
it than that.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I spoke of
your own Government.

Mr. POPE said it followed that hon.
gentlemen opposite had nothing more
to do with the condition of the country
than so many flies on a wheel. They
were, no doubt, abler men, and much
bigger flies, but after all they were
nothing but flies, and they were not
supposed to have more effect on
the wheel than had his right
bon. friend. He had wished to show
that this tax would increase the cost of
living, and consequently of employ-
ment and of public works. This
increased cost must come out of the
country, and the larger part of the cost
would have to be paid by the poor men,
who were now quite unable to meet it.
Under these circumstances lie desired
to protest against the course which the
Government bad pursued. He could
have mentioned many other matters,
but from doing this he had been
debarred by the ruling of the Speaker.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said lie
objected, on the first reading of the
resolution, as he did still, to the duty
on tea and malt, these being two of the
articles which he believed were largely
consumed by the poorer classes of the
Dominion. The duty was now six cents
a pound on green and five cents a
pound on black tea, and lie thought
that, if it was to be raised at all, it
ought to be levied on the ad valorem
principle. He could not see why the
duty should be higher on Japan than
on China tea. The ad valorem was the
fairest system, if a duty on tea was to
exist, because, under it, the purchasers
of tea contributed to the revenue in
proportion'to their means. The Finance
Minister should admit that he should
pay more d uty than the poor man who
drank an inferior grade of tea. Hle
wished to point out what he consider-
ed to be an illegality. The hon. gen-
tleman (Mr. Cartwright) said that a
duty of six cents should be levied on
coal ol per wine gallon, but in Chap.
47, 36 Vie., Sec. 4 it was provided that

The Tariff.[COMMIONS.J



The Tarne'. 1181

the imperial gallon was the only stand-
ard for the measure of liquids; and
sub-section 3 of section 5 ol the same
Act provided for the usu of the wine

gallon by mutual eonsent, until the
23rd May, 1880 ; therefore the hon.
gentleman's proposition was contrary
to law and to the provisions of the
Weights and Measures Act of which
they had heard so much during the
present Session, and which was passed
in 1873. The use of the -wine gallon
had been distinctly abolished four
years ago.

Mr. PALMEIR said the principle on
which this tax was levied was objec-
tionable. Indeed ho could couceive of
nothing so very objectionable as it was.
The hon. gentleman (Mr. Cartwright)
had stated, as he had said that evening,
that the policy ofthe right hon. member
for Kingston had had no more influence
on the prosperity or want of pros-
perity of the country than so many
flies on a wheel. If this was true,
no Government could occupy
any different position; therefore
lie took it that the hon. gentleman
announced to the House that this was
his view with regard to the Govern-
ment, and then it would make no differ-
ence whether a tax was levied on tea
or anything else. Hon. members on
that side of the House had complained
that this tax was obnoxious and that
the people could not. bear increased
taxation in the present depressed state
of the country; and he had been sur-
prised to hear the hon. the Finance
-inister say in this relation that, after
all, what was it ? It was only adding
l'x cents a piece to the taxation of the
People; and this was gravely adduced
as a reason why this additional tax
shall be imposed on tea. Had it come
to this, that a Minister, who had im-
posed a tax upon an article, oould afford
to sneer at the amount of revenue
which it raised? No Government
skould take money from the people in
this way without giving reasons for it;
the country would not accept
Mcre sneers as refasons, however
mnsignificant th& amount might
be. lie hoped that ne such
Principle as that would ever be
advocated in this House again. Then,
again. the hon. the Finance Minister
excused his course by stating that this

was an imposition which could be
easily taken off. In that respect he
agreed with the hon. gentleman,
because ho was satistied that
if the tax remained in operation a year
it would raise such a feeling in the
country that it would be bard to keep
it on. The House had heard the lion.
the Minister of the Interior on this
subject of the tariff, and it seemod that
the policy of the Governiment was
somewhat at variance with the views
of that hon. gentleman. If the policy
were incidental protection, as had been
frequently proclaimed, what kind of an
excuse could there be for putting an
additional tax upon tea. That, surely,
could not be called incidental pro-
teetion, for we did not, and could neveu
be expected to, grow tea in this
country. -He appealed to hon. mem-
bers to say whether any other article
could bave been taxed which would be
a greater drain on the energies of the
people than tea. If any principle of
taxation were correct, it was that
capital should bear its fair proportion of
the bardens; but if the capital were not
to pay the whole of the burdens, the
whole tax should not be placed upon
the energies of the men without
capital. But, under this system which
had been inaugurated, the labourinr
men would pay more than the rich
men into the public Treasury. In view
of the depressed circumstances of the
country, this policy of the Governi-
ment, instead of encouraging the in-
dustries and giving employment to the
idle population, would have the effect of
driving them out of the country. It
was not too late for the hon. the
Finance Minister to reconsider his
decision in this matter, and he urged
him to do so; otherwise, ho would have
to vote against the resolution.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) said ho
could not allow the policy of the Gov-
ernment, in regard to the tariff, to go
unchallenged. What had the country
been promised all along ? We had
been led to believe that, when the Gov-
ernment had au opportunity, they
would give incidental protection to the
industries of this country as far as lay
in their power. That policy had been
promised throughout the length and
breadth of this land; had been promised
on the floor of this House; but the
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first thing the Administration had done
was to put a tax upon tea, one of the
necessaries of life. The lion. the
Finance Minister used the tu quoque
argu ment, and excused himself for the

osit ion he had taken, by stating that
he hna simply done what the right hon.
memb>er for Kingston did during
his lifteen or twenty years' tenure of
office; but he forgot to tell the louse
that, when the present Administration
came into power, theyfound no tax on
tea and coffee, and, as soon as they
had the opportunity, instead of giving
the pronised incidental protection to
our industries, they raised a million
,dollars out of those very articles which
could not bc produced here, by a duty
of 5c. on green and 6c. on black tea.
They hal always promised that what
we could not to advantage produce, or
manufacture, or grow in' Canada, the
people should have free; and that our
home productions should be protected;
and yet the declared policy of the Gov-
ernment now was, according to the
resolution under discussion, in open
variance with those sound doctrines of
political economy they had promised
this House and thc country. It night
be said that the Governnent had put
2½- per cent. on the tariff and taken off
the duty on eoal oil. That latter change
vas brought about by the hon mem-

ber for Stanstead (Mr. Colby), who
forced it upon the attention of the
Government. Even now, however,
there was a daty of 50 per cent. on
eoal oil, whieh was a sufficient answer
to the taunt that the Protectionists
voted for the reduetion. They wanted
no such duty on coal oil; they asked
for no 17- per cent., or other particular
duty. What they wanted the Govern-
ment to do, and what they had refused,
and to-night confessed their inoapacity
to do, was to readjust the tariff and
place it on a satisfactory basis, so that
every interes, both agricultural, con-
inercial and mnainufacturing, from the
Atlantic to the Pacifie, might be
benefitted. Comp.ire the United
States Governnent witb ours in this
respect, and mark the difference.
Notwithstanding the diversity of
interestsin that country, their southern
interests of cotton, tobacco and sugar,
they managed to carry out a fiscal
policy which was beneficial to the

Mr. JoNua.

The Tarf.

people. They did not tax tea or coffee
at all, they could not produce it, and it
was altogether free,and they had shown
themselves capable of adjusting a tariff,
while our Government had confessed
their inability to do so. The position
of the Ministry was something like
this: " We take our salaries and con-
fess our inability at the present
juncture, bv any legislation that we
could make, to assist our different in-
terests, or alleviate the present distress."
The hon. the Finance Minister read an
extract from a speech made is the
House of Representatives at Washing-
ton, to show that a worse state of
things existed in the United States
than in this country. But what were
the facts? Theirdepreciated currency
was cominig to a gold basis; they were
paying off their national debt rapidly;
their blast furnaces were operating
more continuously ; and the country
generally was advancing to its normal
state. But, in contrast, we had a de-
fleit of 82,000,000 ; all our industries
were depressed; and now it was prO-
posed to put a tax, in the most absurd
manner, upon a necessary of the work-
ing classes, and, in fact, of every class
in the country. He rose strongly to
protest against the poliey of the Gov-
ernnent with regard to placing this
duty on tea, and in such a form as
would bear harder upon the farmer,
labouring man and meehanie than
upon any other class of the community.

Mr. FARROW said hc had come to
the conclusion to differ from his lion.
friends a little. le thought the Oppo-
sition ougbt tnot to complain of the
Governument exactly, because they
were doing a good turn to them. He
was persuaded that the policy of the
Governient on the tariff would help to
kill them the quicker. He would en-
quire whether the Governnent knew
what they were doing. Women drank
more tea than mcn, as he could vouch
by an experience of twenty years in
selling tea. When the ladies of this
country saw that the price of tca was
raised, the Government might be sure
that they would oppose them; anl,
with the ladies of the country against
them, they could not suceeed. The
Minister of Finance, referring to illicit
distillation, said that it had increased
very mueh during the last few months.
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lIt was not the high duty on whiskey
which caused this illicit distilling; it
-was the hard times. If the duties were
advanced 50 per cent., this illicit dis-
tilling would still go on. In the back

-country, many fariers had failed in
their wheat crops, and their coarse
grain, if sold, would realize very
little. So, many of them went into
the swamps and manufactured " Swamp
-whiskey," which they could sell for 75e.
a gailon. To a certain extent, the Gov-
-ernnient had brought on the hard times
and to the bard times was attributable
much of the evil of illicit distilling. It
would seem, from what the Government
said, that this extra duty of 2c. a pound
on tea was the only duty; but it was
not so; there wts already a tax, and
with the 2c. additioial it would be 5c.
and 6c. One pound of good tea was
worth, in its properties, three pounds
-of poor tea, which the poorer classes
had to buy on account of its cheapness.
The poor man would therefore have
topay three times as much duty as the
rich man on his tea, the duty being the
same on each pound, whether good or
bad. In every way in which the Gov-
ernment bad handled the tariff they
had acted against the interest of the
poor man. When the Finance Minis-
ter meddled with the duties on wines,
be put as much upon the light cheap
French wines as upon the costlytpark-
ling champagnes. Such a policy could
not but end in the defeat of any Gov-

.ernment, anad he trusted that the reign
of the present Government would soon

lend, as he believed it would.
Mr. PLUMB said the Finance

Minister went back 18 or 20 years
to criticize the fiscal policy of the
country, and to show that the right
bon. member for Kingston put a duty
upon tea. He did not think it was
necessary to go back so far. He
thought it was quite sufficient to go
back to the record of the last ten years.
during which Canada had been a united
Confederation. It would be seen that
under the management of the right
hon. member for Kingston, during that
time, at least $13,000,000 had been
*spent upon permanent structures in
the country, upon works properly
chargeable to capital and not to in-
-come, besides putting $3,000,000 into
the Sinking Fund. And, in addition

to that, that Government had taken off
the tax on tea and coffee, which had
raised a revenue of $1,000,000. The
Finance Minister had stated that the
great majority of the people in Canada
did not consume cheap tea, and that
therefore an ad valorem duty would
not be the true principle to apply
to this tax. He (Mr. Plumb)
had it from men practical ly acquainted
with the subject that three-quarters of
the tea used in Canada was that sold at
less than 50c. a pound. The hon. the
Minister of the Interior quoted to some
extent fron a letter written by a very
able financier (Sir A. T. Galt), and the
Finance Min ister also read from a news-
paper as if that letter strengthened the
position of the Government. He (Mr.
Plumb) had in his hand the reply of
Mr. Galt to a letter sent by the hon.
the Minister of the Interior, in which
was the following:-

" The Government that, having the power,
refuses to alter, must be held to occupy the
position that no change can be made for the
better ; and you, as a member of the present
Government, are therefore as fully committed
as myself to the principle embodied in al] our
past fiscal legislation, that Free-Trade cannot
be adopted-without. grave modification-in
Canada at least.

" If I may be pardoned for saying it, you
have addressed me from the standpoint of a
student of political economy-and not as a
practical statesman. Yon appear to regard
political econoniy as ai exact science; but
of all the eminent men you quote, I know
not one who, having the power, has strctly
applied its miles in all cases without dis-
crimination.

"I assert that the true application of Poli-
tical Econoiy to trade does not mean simply
an absence of Custons duties, which in the
present state of the world is admittedly im-
possible, but such a careful adjustment of
burdens upon industry as will permit the in-
terchange of products on the nearestpractic-
able footing cf equality.

" I denv that this has ever yet been done
in any country in the world-certainly not
in England, and I therefore hold and repeat
that ' on the principle laid down in 1859, and
having regard to our bu -iness relations with
the Mother Country and other nations,
especiallv the United States, a readjustment,
of the tariff now, would greatly tend to the
amelioration of the present commercial dis-
tress, and would certainly place our suffer-
ing iudnstries in a better position to take
early advantage of the recurrence of more
prosperous days.'
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I have now, I hope, with surficient dis-
tincti veIIcss, reaffirImed my position, that
the taritf of Canada mîust be deait with on
the basis of 'modified Free Trade,' or 'in-
cidental Protection,' while 1 frankly admit
any inconsistency there may be in desiring
to impose difkrential duties oa mnanv articles
ofAierican production. The real question
at issue, however, is whether the present
tariff is the best possible for the present
circumstances of Canada. You, by your
inaction, assume the affirmative, and must,
consequently, be held to the position that
when un nexanmpled comnercial suffering
exists iii the country, you can, as a Govern-
ment, (lo nothing whatever to relieve it.
You allege that the causes are bevond vour
control, and that Nature must supply tbe
remedy. i take the contrary position, and
affirm that tie present tariff is eininently
artificia), and therefore open at ail times to
beneficial change, and that in a period of
severe distress the duty of the Government is
to try the effect of changes. It has a mnost
gloony and depressing influence on the
mind of the country for the Parlianient to
assume the attitude of adinitted incapacity
to afford relief for two successive vears.

I contend, on the other band, that it is
talse econoiny to purchase an evanescent and
purely artilicial reduction of a verV incon-
siderable amîount on refined sugar, at the
cost ofdriving out of the country an indus-
try regarded by ail commercial nations as of
the highest importance, and entailing the
sacrifice of our foreign trade with the West
Indies, who ouglit to be our best customners,
and whose trade can alone make us coin-
mercially independent of the United States.
To obtain tiis trade, I would rather reduce
duties, so as to iake refined sugar actually
cheaper than at present.

"I mîight cite the working of the Ainerican
law in reference to the Tea Trade and other
instances connected with the developmnent
ot our foreign traie, in which changes in our
present taritf are dlesirable, but tiose two
illustrations w ill, I think, suihciently indi-
cate the direction i n which it appears to me
a re-adjustnent of the tariff night be advan-
tageously inade, and which would, I hope,
as stated in mny first letter to you, 'greatly
tend tu the anielioration of the present com-
mercial distress, and certainly place our
suffering industries in a better position to
take early advantage of the recurrence of
more prosperous days."'

The views here expressed were even
stronger than the views expressed by
the Opposition. The gentlemen oppo-
site had always made the House under-
stand that in any tariff changes they
made they did not contemplate any
protection.

Mr. DYMOND: I rise to a point of
order. L not the course of the hon.

Mr. PLUMB.

gentleman directly at variance witl
your ruling, when the hon. the Finance
Minister was on his feet?

Mr. PLUMB said he thought he was
speaking direetly to the point. It was
intended to show that the resolution of
the riglit lion. member for Kingston
was a pertinent resolution, that the
tariff could have been distributed in
some other way. He would support
the motion of the right hon. member
for Kingston.

Mr. DELORME said he could not
reconcile the position of the right hon.
member for Kingston and his sup-
porters with that occupied by them a
few evenings ago, when they sought to
tax the flour and wheat of the people.
Those hon. gentlemen seened to be
very nervous in regard to the question
under discussion, and ho would read to
them a quotation from the writings of
Mr. Horace Greeley, as follows:-

" The experience of Great Britain for the
last twenty years in regard to tea, as a
source of revenue under the Customs, had
established this curious tact, that a decrease
of the tariff on this article, brings no corres-
ponding benefit in the way of reduction of
price to the consunier. Thus, for examiple,
while the duty on tea, under the British
tariff, was reduced to the extent of 77 per
cent. between the years 1849 and 1866 (fron
2s. 2¼d. in 1849 to 6d. in 1866), the average
price of tea in bond or dut' free, during the
sane period, exhibited a corresponding
increase of about fifty per cent. (i.e. fron 1s.
id. to ls. 7¼d.); and this, too, notwithstand-
ing the fact that the supply through impor-
tation had in no wise abated, but, on the con-
trarv, increased duriug the years 1862-63 to
an extent sufficient to overstock the market.
The explanation of this commercial phenoni-
ena is that there being practieally but one
tea-producing country, the trade partakes of
the character of mnonopoly to such a degree
that a decrease of the duty enures nainly to
the advantage of the producer, and an in-
crease, conversely, to his disadvantage. The
opinion, therefore, so often expressed of late,
that a reduction of the present duty on tea
would result to the advantage of thie Ameri-
can consumer, is not likely to be practically
realized."

That was not the opinion -of one
authority only; but a consultation of
various writers would show that
the opinion was generally held
that the price of tea could not be in-
creased to the dealer without an in-
creased price having to be paid by the
consumer. lon. gentlemen opposite,
who had advocated the imposition of a
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,iuty on wheat and flour, would not be
received so favourably in the Province
of Quebec as they anticipated. If those
hon. gentlemen hoped to obtain office,
it would not be by supporting such a
motion as that submitted by the right
hon. member for Kingston; for, if that
course were pursued, the people would
keep them in Opposition twenty years
more. The tax on tea was one which
would not naterially affect the people,
for it would be distributed over such a
vast body of the population.

-Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said he
had listened with much interest to
many speeches made by hon. gentlemen
opposite, and he found there were few
of them who properly understood the
tea question. Admitting there were 2c.
per pound added this year to the price
of the poor man's tea, it must be re-
membered that he obtained the article
50e. per pound eheaper than he did
three or four years ago. Tea which was
sold two years ago at 40c. was now
sol at 25e., and that at 50c. could now
be had for 40c., and there was little
tea sold for over 75c. per lb. He
represented a county which consuned
as mucli tea as any county in the
Dominion, but le was not afraid to go
to his constituents and fight out the
question. If the Government should
be condemned for imposing a duty of
2c. per- lb. on tea, they should get
credit for removing a duty of 9c. per
gallon on coal oil, an article which
every farmer used.

Question put, and amendment (Sir
John A. Macdonald) negatived, on the
following Division: -

YEAS:

Baby
Benoit
Blanchet
Bolduc
Bowell
Brooks
Bunster
Cameron
Campbell
Caron
Cimon
Colby
Costigan
Currier
Cuthbert
Daoust
Desjardins
De St. Georges
Dewdney

75

Messieurs
Lanthier
Little
Macdonald (Kingston)
McDonald(CapeBreton)
McDougall (Three Riv.)
McKay (Colchester)
Macmillan
McCallum
McCarthy
McQuade
Masson
Mitchell
Monteith
Orton
Ouimet
Palmer
Pinsonneault
Platt
Plumb

Donahue Pope (Compton)
Farrow Robillard
Ferguson Robitaille
Flesher Rouleau
Fraser Roy
Gandet Short
Gibbs (North Ontario) Stcphenson
Gibbs (South Ontario) Thompson (Cariboo)
Gill Tupper
Haggart Wallace (S. Norfolk)
Harwood White (East Hastings)
Hurteau White (North Renfrew)
Jones (South Leeds) Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Kirkpatrick Wright (Pontiac).-67.
Langevin

NATS:
Messieurs

Appleby Huntington
Archibald Irving
Aylmer Jetté
Bain Kerr
Barthe Killam
Béchard Kirk
Bernier Laflamme
Bertram Lajoie
Biggar Landerkin
Blackburn Laurier
Blain Macdonald (Cornwall)
Blake Macdonald (Centre
Borden Toronto)
Borron MacDonnell
Bourassa Macdougall (E. Elgin)
Bowman McDougall (S. Renfrew)
Boyer MacKay (Cape Breton)
Brouse Mackenzie
Brown McCraney
Buell McGregor
Burk McIntyre
Burpee (St. John) Mclsaac
Burpee (Sunbury) McLeod
Carmichael McNab
Cartwright Metcalfe
Casey Mills
Casgrain Oliver
Cauchon Paterson
Charlton Perry
Cheval Pettes
Christie Pickard
Church Pouliot
Cockburn Power
Coffin Ray
Cook Richard
Coupal Roscoe
Cunningha:n Ross (East Durham)
Davies Ross (West Middlesex)
Dawson Ross (Prince Edward)
Delorme Ryan
DeVeber Rymal
Dymond Scatcherd
Ferris Scriver
Fleming Shibley
Flynn Sinclair
Forbes Smith (Peel)
Fréchette Smith (Selkirk)
Galbraith Smith (Westmoreland)
Geoffrion Snider
Gibson St. Jean
Gillies Taschereau
Gilimor Thibaudeau
Goudge Thompson (Haldimand)
Greenway Thomson (Welland
Guthrie Trow
Hagar Vail
Hall Wallace (Albert)
Higinbotham Wood
Holton Workman
Horton Young.-119.
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Question put, that the resolution be
now concurred in.

Mr. WALLACE (South Norfolk)
said that, if the Finance Minister's
object in levying an increased duty on
tea had been to injure everybody and
benefit nobody, he had succeeded most
admirably; and, if the hon gentleman's
object had been to do an injustice, he
had succeeded admirably. If the hon.
gentleman had wished to do an injus-
tice to those who were least able to
bear it, the result suited his purpose.
According to the manner in which the
duty was levied, tea which cost twenty
cents a pound paid as much duty as
tea that cost $1 a pound. He found
that fourteen million pounds of tea
were imported into the Dominion at a
cost of a little over four millions of
dollars, or at an average price of about
thirty cents a pound. Hence a larger
proportion of it must be of inferior
quality, which would be consumed by
the poorer classes. Among the many
articles imported he thought that some
articles might have been chosen on
which the imposition of duties would
have been less oppressive than in this
case. It was true, as hon. gentlemen
on the opposite side of the House said,
that this was only a small-a trifling
matter of two or three cents a pound;
but, on the whole, it amounted to a tax
of nearly a million of dollars, and this
million could have been obtained in a
way which would have been less
injurious to the interests of the coun-
try. From the Trade and Naviga-
tion Returns, he found that there
was imported into the country,
of iron and of iron manufactures, some-
thing like ten millions of dollars
worth; and a duty of five per cent. on
this amount would have raised double
what would be the result of this tax;
and would any one say that such a
duty would have been more injurions
than this one to the industries and the
people of the country? But this^would
not have suited the Finance Minister,
who evidently intended to levy a duty
in such a manner as to ignore every-
body and benefit no one. It was pos-
sible that a duty of five per cent. on
iron and iron goods imported, might
have been beneficial to our iron manu-
facturers, and led to the use of some of
the iron which was under our soil, but

Mr. Ros.

which would be valueless until utilized.
Such a duty might have helped to de-
velop the resources and to add to the
wealth of the country. Of animais
and their products, we imported to the
value of something like $3,210,000,
and a duty of ten per cent. on these
would have procured $321,000 of
revenue. But this might have
been beneflicial to farmers, and
consequently it would not have
suited the hon. gentleman's pur-
pose. We imported, for consumption,
371,000 bbls. of flour, and a duty of
50c. a barrel would have raised nearly
as much as would this duty on tea;
but, again, this might have been bene-
ficial to the farmers of this country.
We imported for consumption 2,550,000
bushels of wheat, and a duty of 10c. a
bushel would have secured a larger
amount of revenue than this tea duty
but this also would have been beneficial
to the farmers. We imported 1,595,000
bushels of corn, the greater portion of
which was used for distilling purposes,
and a duty of 10c. a bushel would have,
perhaps, been equal to 2½c. a gallon on
whiskey, with which these hon. gentle-
men who were advocates of the tem-
Perance could not have found fault;

ut such a duty would have been
beneficial to the farmers. We imported
to the value of something like
$9,000,000 of what might be called
fancy goods, such as musical instru-
ments, silks, satins, velvets, &c., and
a duty of 5 per cent. on these would
have raised double the revenue
that would be procured by means of
this tax; such a duty would have fallen
more largely on the richer classes of
the people who were better able to pay
duties than the consumers of tea, as a
whole ; but it would not have suited
perhaps the hon. gentleman as well,
because it would have imposed duties
on those who were better able to pay
them, and, therefore, this course had
not been adopted. We imported, of
copper goods, some $630,000 worth,
and a duty on these of ten per cent.
would have raised $60,000, and this
might have been instrumental in call-
ing into use the products of the copper
mines of lakes Huron and Superior,
and been a benefit to the industries in
that respect; but the hon. gentleman
in levying duties did not seem to care a
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straw about the interests of the coun-
try, but was only concerned to impose
them in the way that they could be
most easily collected withoutreference
to whether this was just or whether it
was in the interests of the country.
'He had heard it said that Parlia-
ment was the fountain-head of
justice; but, if so, these hon. gentle-
men, who controlled the liouse,
were perverting the duties of Parlia-
ment, because they iniposed duties in
such a manner as to be positively un-
just-and was it the duty of Parlia-
ment to enact an injustice? No man
could say that it was just in principle
to make twenty cents pay as much tax
as forty, fifty or sixty cents, or even a
larger sum. Yet the Government
was about to commit this injustice; but
it was easier to increase the duty on
tea by two cents than to levy an ad
valorem duty to raise an equal amount,
consequently the specifie duty had
been adopted. It was said that the
revenue could be defrauded if an ad
valorern duty were imposed, but he did
not believe that the mercantile conmu-
nity were ready to perjure themselves
when maki ng their Customs entries, for
the sake of saving a little duty on any-
thing they imported ; and to declare
the contrary was to insult the mer-
chants, because the inference was that
they were prepared to commit wilful
and designed perjury. He would
move in amendment :

" That the sai i resolution be not now con-
curred in, but that it be referred back to the
Committee of Ways and Meanus, with instruc-
tions that they shall have power to ainend it
by substituting for the present and proposed
specific duty on tea, an ad valorem duty, in
siuch a manner as not to increase the burden
Of taxation, but which will be more just to
the masses who are the consumers of cheap
tea.")

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Wallace, South Norfolk) negatived, on
the following Division:-

Y5As :

Baby
Bnoit
Biggar
Blackburn
Blanchet
Bolduc
Bowell
Brooks
Bunster
Cameron

75T

Messieurs
Kirkpatrick
Langevin
Lanthier
Little
Macdonald (Kingston)
McDonald(Ca eBreton)
McDougall (Three Riv.)
McKay (Colchester)
Macmillan
McCallun

Caron
Cimon
Colby
Costigan
Currier
Cuthbert
Daoust
Desjardin
De St. Ge
Dewdney

s
orge s

Donahue
Farrow
Ferguson
Flesher
Fraser
Gaudet
Gibbs (North Ontari
Gibbs (South Ontari
Gill
Haggart
Harwood
Hurteau
Jones ýSouth Leeds)

M
Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Bain
Barthe
Béchard
Bernier
Bertram
Blain
Blake
Borden
Borron
Bourassa
Bowman
Boyer
Brouse
Brown
Buell
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain
Cauchon
Charlton
Cheval
Christie
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Cook
Coupal
Cunningham
Dawson
Delorine
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fleming
Flynn
Forbes
Fréchette
Galbraith
Geoffrion
Gibson
îillies

Gillmor
Goudge
Greenway

McC artliv
McQtuade
Masson
Monteilli
Orton
O uhliet
Palmer
Pinsonneault
Platt
Plumb
Pope (Compton)
Robitaille
Rouleau
Roy
Short
Stephenson

o) Thompson (Cariboo)
o) Tupper

Wallace (S. Norfolk)
White (East Hastings)
White (North Renfrew)
Wright (Otawa Co.),

-65.

NAYs :

essieurs
Irving
Jetté
Kerr
Killam
Kirk
Lafiamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Laurier
Maedonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
MacDonnell
Macdougall (E. Elgin)
McDougall (S.Renfrew).
MacKay (Cape Breton)
Mackenzie
McCraney
McGregor
McIntyre
Mclsaac
McLeod
McNab
Me, calfe
Mills
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pouliot
Power
Ray
Richard
Robillard
Ross (Bast Durham)
RoSs (West Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Ryan
Rymal
Scatcherd
Scriver
Shibley
Sinclair
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thibaudeau
Thompson(Haldimand)
Thomson (Welland)
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-Guthrie
Hagar
H all
Higinbotham
Holton
Horton
Huntington

Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman
Young.-114.

Resolution agreed to.
Resoiutions 4 and 5 read the second

time and agreed to on a Division.
On Resolution 6,
Mr. CARTWPIGHT said the House

was probably aware that tlie reason
why tuibing of various kinds was put
on the free list, by Order in Council
passed, if le remembered aright, by
their predecessors, was not to admit all
kinds of tuling free, but certain por-
tions supposed to be desirable for use
in manutfactures. They found that in
practice this Order was construed by
the Courts in a sense vastlywider than
there was reason to believe the Cus-
toms anihorities intended. In point
of fact, as nearly as lue could calculate,
this had occasioned a loss of something
likö $50,000 to the revenue, though of
this not exceeding $4,000 or $5,000
was intendcd to be admitted free. He

.did not believe it expedient to modify
the wording of the clause, but, with
the aid of the Minister of Customs, he
proposed under the general nower thus
possessed, to hereafter modify, by
Order in Couincil carefully prepared,
the application of it, and a drawback
would be allowed after they had re-
ceived clear proof that the tubing in
question lad actually been used in
manufacturing boilers.

Sir JuHN A. MACDONALD asked
by what authority it was proposed to
prepare these Orders in Council ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said there was
the general Act, which could be used
for the purpose, because it was only
fair to do this in order to encourage
manufactures where the tubing was
used as raw material.

Sir JOdIN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. gentleman should well con-
sider the inatter before the resolutions
were finally adopted.

Mr. TU P PER said he was extremely
glad that the hon. the Finance Minister
had got new light on this subject, and he
was only surprised that the hon. gentle-
man had not the candour to confess
to the fouse that he had imposed this

Mr. WALAni.

tax without understanding the exact
bearing of the proposition. Tubing
was not manufactured in this country.
It entered into all manufactures con-
nected with steam, water and gas, and
the proposed duty would have amounted
to a complete reversal of the advan.
tages which the manufacturers en-
joyed in this regard. The House
was told that a tube factory could not
be establisbed without an expenditure
of $250,000 to $300,000, ard the hon.
the Finance Min ister said if the House
would allow him to impose this tax the
(overnor in Council would exercise
his power to take it oti. The saine
reason which induced the hon. gentle-
man to take that course ought to have
led him to step forward and withdraw
a proposition to impose a tax which
would have had so injurious and oppres-
sive an effect on our manutcturing in-
dustries. He was glad that the hon.
gentlenan had come to the conclusion
that he had on this subject, but regret-
ted that he had nuot donc, what on a
former occasion lie was compelled to
do,-admit that heŽ had made a blunder.

Mr. YOUNG said he desired to ex-
press his gratitication at the announce-
ment made by the hon. the Finance
Minister in regard to tubing. This
article entered largely into the con-
struction of machinery and also mito
the construction of fine buildings. In
the latter case he thougbt it was a fair
subject for taxation, and he thought
the statement of the hon. the Finance
Mieister was a sufficient justification
of the course he had pursued in regard
to this matter. He was sure that the
announcement would be heard with
gratification by the manufacturers of
the country. It had evidently taken
the hon. member for Cumberland by
surprise, and he had not been able to
make the whole of his intended speech
on this question. The announcement
to which the Hlouse had listened
went to show that the (Government
would, in every proper and legitimate
manner, proteet the interests of the
manufacturers as well as those of other
classes in the community.

Mr. WORKMAN said he was very
much pleased to hear the announce-
ment that had been made, because he
kuew there was agreat deal of dissatis-
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làction in regard to the proposed treat-
ment of tubing. A deputation had
waited upon the Government, and,
without having any positive know-
ledge of the fact, he was led to believe
that this change would be made, and
that a drawback would be allowed on
tubing used in the construction of
boilers. He thought tLe manufac-
turers would be satisfied with the
arrangement.

Mr. WOOD said he was very glad
the hon. the Finance Minister had seen
his way to place boiler tubes virtually
on the free list, which he thought was
a step in the right direction. He
wished to draw the attention of the
hon. member for Cumberland to the
fact that gas tubes could be manufac-
tured in Canada under the outlay
named. He was assured that a gas-
tube factory could be established for
$25,000, and he therefore thought the
Government had done right in retain-
ing the duty on that class of tubing
which could afford to pay a duty.

Mr. BUNSTER said he thought it
would have been much better for the
Government to have left this item out
altogether. A small manufacturer
might not have sufficient money to pay
the duty on the gas-tubes he imported.
Then, when the trouble of applying for
and getting the drawback was taken
into consideration, he did not think
there was much advantage in the
change. He considered the duty would
press unfairly on the manufacturers.
In his city they had a boiler factory
employing about 140 hands, and he
thought the duty would injure that
industry.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) asked
what proportion of the duty would be
allowed for a drawback.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : The whole
imposed on boiler tubes.

Mr. PLUMB asked whether it was
flot Possible so to arrange that the duty
upon boiler tubes could be remitted ut
once.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said they had
found in practice that great frauds had
been committed on the revenue. It
was quite clear that tubing should bear
sorne small portion of the duty ; and
they would be only able to collect the

small sums in this way. The hon. the
Minister of Customs would take the
point raised by his hon. friend (Mr.
Plumb), and also that of the hon.
member for Kingston (Sir John A.
Macdonald), into careful consideration.

Mr. CURRIER said he could not
understand how the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Cartwright) could justify his
course in remitting the duty on boiler
tubes and not upon other kinds of tub-
ing. It had been stated that $25,000
would suffice to establish a gas-tube
and water-pipe factory, but he under-
stood that the saine machinery was
required for the manufacture of that
description of tubing as would be
required for making boiler tubes.
He could not see how his hon. friend
couldjustify himself in admitting pipe-
tubing free and not gas meter-pipes.
He would much prefer to see the duty
remain on boiler-tubing, as there was
no reason why we should not manufac-
ture that as well as England and the
United States.

Mr. MACKAY(Cape Breton) said ho
was not satisfied at all that it was a
judicious act on the part of the Govern-
ment to impose a duty on pipes, when
they entered so largely into use in the
different collieries throughout Nova
Scotia. Nearly every article used at a,
mine was charged a duty of 17J per
cent., and he thought it unwise to add
to that list. If drawbacks were to be
allowed on anything, they should cer-
tainly be allowed on an article used at
the collieries.

Resolution read the second time. and
agreed to, on a Division.

On Resolution 8,
Mr. CURRIER asked whether pork

barrels would have a duty charged
upon them.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Yes.
Mr. CURRIER said he did not

think this was right, as, when pork was
brought into the country, it was sent
to the backwoods for the lumbermen,
and the barrels were of no use.

Mr. WRIGHT (Ottawa County) said
he agreed with this view. It was most
unfair to tax both pork and barrel,
when the barrel could not be used
afterwards.
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Mr. WOOD said it was no more un-
£air than to tax hardware casks.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to, on a Division.

On Resolution 9,
Mr. MILLS said it would probably

be remembered that the hon. member
for South Ontario (Mr. Gibbs), during
the discussiou on the tariff, had quoted
from a letter written by Sir Alexander
T. Galt to Mr. Ferrier, as showing that
that hon. gentleman advocated a retali-
.atory policy towards theUnited States,
and a protoctive policy towards Canada.
He (Mr. Mills) replied, quoting a letter
of Sir Alexander T. Galt's in i eturn.
He had recently received a letter from
Sir A. T. (Galt on the subject.

Mr. BOWELL: Is the hon. gentle-
man in order, according to your ruling
that only observations pertinent to the
resolution can be made?

Mr. SPEAKER said he understood
the hon. member rose for the purpose
of making a personal observation.

Mr. DESJARDINS: We have all
read that letter.

Mr. HOLTON called for the point of
order to be sustained.

Resolution read the second tüine and
agreed to, on a Division.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said he
hoped the House, before it adjourned,
will give the lion. the Minister of
the Interior an opportunity of replying
.and of reading the letter, in accordance
with a promise to him that Sir Alex-
ander T. Galt's letter should be read in
the House.

Mr. iHOLTON: The whole thing is
out of order. The hon. the Minister
of the Interior was called to order.

Mr. GIBBS: I am only requesting
that the flouse might yet give the hon.
member an opportunity to explain
himself.

Mr. HOLTON: There is no question
before the flouse which admits of the
discussion of this question.

Mr. GIBBS: In order, therefore, to
make the discussion in oider, I must
move the adjournment of the House.
The hon. gentleman desires to carry
out in good faith the promise he made
to 8ir Alexander T. Giat and myself,

Mr. WRIGHT.

and I hope he will have an opportunity
of doing so.

Mr. BLAKE: He wanted to, but
you would not let him.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he rose
to second the motion for adjournment.
In doing so, he desired to call attention
to the fact that, if the Minister of the
Interior had desired to read the letter
to the House, he could have done so
before now, when the debate was over,
and it was two o'clock in the morning.

Mr. DYMOND: What question is
before the House?

Mr. SPEAKER: The question of
adjournment.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he hoped
the House would give the Minister of
the Interior an opportunity to carry
out the pledge he had given.

Mr. TUPPER said he hoped the
House would give the hon. gentleman
an opportunity of making a statement
which was very much demanded at
his hands. That hon. gentleman, a
member of the Cabinet, stood in the
position of having advanced what he
claimed to be the views and principles
of a gentleman of high authority and
standing in this country. And yet,
with information in his hand showing
that he had misrepresented that gen-
tleman, he permitted the debate to
close, and it to be so very late before
he attempted to make any correction,
or- to fultil the promise he had made.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a question
involved here of great importance:
Whether it is desirable to allow gentle-
men, not members of this flouse, to
interpose in the debates of this House ?
It is directly contrary to the rule laid
down, which also extends to any letter
or newspaper article commenting on
anything said in the debates of the
House; and, entirely from a parlia-
mentary point of view, I cannot
imagine anything so improper as that
any gentleman, no matter how emi-
nent, should be allowed to take bis
place in the House, by having his
opinions or his comments introduced
upon what any hon. gentleman might
say in lis place in the louse. I think
there is a manifest impropriety. When
I saw the letter, I saw there was a de-
mand made that it should be read in
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the House, and it appeared to me to be
objectionable on that ground. That
the comments of any gentleman not a
member of the louse should be read
in the fHouse, that we should increase
the debating powers of the Ilouse by
means of gentlemen not members, is,
I think, highly objectionable.

MIr. MILLS said ho thought, after
the observations made by the hon.
member for Fontenac (Mr. Kirkpat-
rick) and of the hon. member for
Cumberland (Mr. Tupper), the louse
would permit him to make some re-
marks with reference to this corres-
pondence. le had felt that there
were parhamentary difficulties in the
way of reading this correspondence, if
any one should take objection, and he
had stated to Sir Alexander Galt that
he would read it if no objections were
made. The letter bore date March
17th, but he (Mr. Mills) did not receive
it till two or three days later. When
he received it, a discussion was pro-
ceeding, and he had already spoken ;
and, having occupied the attention of
the Hlouse for some time in relation to
the tariff, he had no right to obtrude
himself in an irregular way on the
House, and by sufferance, until a vote
had been taken. After that vote, which
was taken at three o'clock in the
morning, the motion of the hon. mem-
ber for South Wellington was made,
or he (Mr. Milis) might have read the
correspondence. If he had misrepre-
sented Sir Alexander Galt-which ho
denied, because he had said nothing
except to quote the speeches he made
in Parliament; but, so far as Sir
Alexander Galt complained of any-
thing he had said-it was his duty to
correct any mistake or mis-statement
ho had made-if there were any such.
When, however, that gentleman asked
him to put before the members of this
flouse the views he (Sir Alexander
Galt) at present entertained, which
were, perhaps, at variance with those
of the Government, when he wished
to be put in the position of a member
of this iH[ouse without having a seat,
he (Mr. Mills) thought ho was asking
a great deal at his hands; and that it
was not without the consent of his
4Colleagues that ho would be at liberty
to read that portion of the letter.
After receiving the letter and obtain-

ing their consent, he named the fact
to the member for South Ontario (Mr.
Gibbs), but, when the debate was re-
newed, eight or ten gentlemen had
risen who bad not spoken before. He
(Mr. Mills) waited there with the inten-
tion of reading the correspondence,
when the House permitted him or an
opportunity offered. Hon. gentlemen
knew at what time the debate closed
that day; it was nearly five o'clock in
the morning, and there was no oppor-
tunity of reading it. Hon. gentle-
men were excited with the discussion,
and lie was sure no one would have
patiently listened to his reading the
letter of Sir Alexander Galt, occupy-
ing a column of a newspaper, and one
two or three times as long which he
(Mr. Mills) had felt it necessary to
write in reply. He felt it necessary
to show that he had not misrepresented
Sir Alexander Galt, or stated or attri-
buted to him any opinions he had not
expressed on the floor of Parliament.
Under these circumstances, ho (Mr.
Mills) had a note from him stating he
thought the letters might be given to
the public, and he (Sir Alexander
Galt) would write him in reply. The
debate on the tariff had not been re-
newed until to-day, and he thought
Sir Alexander Galt was desirous that
the letters should be given to the pub-
lie, and that ho looked to the press, and
not to Parliament, for the purpose of
presenting his views to the public.
This being the case, ho (Mr. Mills) had
crossed the floor of the House this even-
ing and asked the hon. member for
South Ontario (Mr. Gibbs) whether he
feit, after the long time which had
transpired, and in view of the letters
having been given to the publie at the
desire of Sir Alexander Galt himself,
it was now desirable to read them.
The hon. member said ho thought he
(Mir. Mills) was in honour bound to do
so, and, that being his opinion, ho had
endeavoured this evening to read the
communication of Sir Alexander Galt,
but the hon. member for North Has-
tings (Mr. Bowell) had raised a point
of order and had stopped his doing so.
He supposed there was not a gentleman
in the House who had not read Sir
Alexander Galt's letter, but, with the
permission of the House, and Mlr.
Speaker's approval, he was ready to
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read it; but, if he did, he thought it
was but fair that he should read his
own letter in reply.

Some HON. GENTLEMEN : Dis-
pense.

Mr. BOWELL said the reason he
had taken objection was on account of
the decision given by the Speaker to-
night, restricting the debate to the
resolution under discussion, whatever
it might be. He had no objection that
Sir Alexander Galt's letters should be
read to the House, but he thought that,
at this hour of the morning and in this
discussion, for the hon. Minister of the
Interior to take advantage of it, atter
allowing a week or ten days or a fort-
night to elapse-

Mr. MILLS: I had no opportunity.
Mr. BOWELL : I differ with the

hon. gentleman; he had lots of oppor-
tunities on different occasions.

Mr. MILLS : When ?
Mr. BOWELL: Whenever he asked

leave of the House on the calling of
the Orders of the Day, and he could
have done it just as well when the
debate closed at two e'clock in the
morning as now; but he has written a
long letter in reply, and I presume
every member of the House has read
the correspondence.

Mr. HOLTON: I rise to a point of
order. You, Sir, have decided that it
would not be in order to read Sir
Alexander Galt's letter.

Mr. MASSON: No.
Mr. HOLTON submitted whether it

were in order to discues the propriety
of doing that which the Speaker had
decided to be out of order.

Mr. BOWELL said he was not
urging the necessity of reading that
letter, or defending the reading of it.
He was pointing out that the Minister
of Interior had the opportunity of
doing it before he gave the letter to
the public. He (Mr. Bowell) held
that, upon the question of adjourn mont
of the House, they had a right to discuss
every conceivable thing they pleased,
and, as the adjournment was moved
for the express purpose, he did not
think he was breaking the rule in
giving resons why he objected to the
hon. gentleman's going on.

Mr. MILLS.

Mr. SPEAKER said ho did not
exactly rule on the matter, but he saw
from the tendency of the conversation
what he thought to be very objection-
able.

Mr. HOLTON: And objectionable
because out of order.

Mr. SPEAKER said ho did not
intend it exactly as a ruling, but called
the attention of the House to the
exceeding irregularity of the proceed-
ngs.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said he
did not think the hon. member (Mr.
Mills) had done himself or Sir Alex-
ander Galt justice in the matter, He
did not hesitate te say that the House
would have allowcd him to read the
letter any day, whether the discussion
was over or not.

Motion to adjourn the House with-
drawn.

THE TARIFF BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT introduced a
Bill (No. 109) To amend the Acts
respecting duties of Customs and
Excise.

Bill read the ftrst time.
House adjourned at

Ten minutes after
Twò o'clock.

H1OUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 6th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

T RANSFER OF PUBLIC WORKS
BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. SMITH introduced a Bill (No.
110) To transfer the management of
certain harbours, piers and breakwaters
from the Department of Publie Works-
to the Department of Marine and
Fishories.

Bill read the frst time.
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.

SPECIAL ORDER MADE.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved:
" That the House shall for the reinainder

of the Session sit on Saturdays, that the Gov-
ernment measnres shall then have prece-
dence; and that when the House adjourns
to-day it shall stand adjourned until to-mor-
row at 3 o'clock p.m."

Motion agreed to.

A )EFECTIVE RETURN.

QUESTION AND REMARKS.

Mr. STEPHENSON asked when the
balance of the returu he called atten-
tion to two days ago would be sup-
plied.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho asked the
hon. gentleman to send Mr. Kingsford
word as to the portion that was ex-
tracted, and he had heard nothing of
the matter since.

Mr. SPEAKER said endeavour had
been made to ascertain how the missing
portion of the papers was lost, but
without success. He was informed
that the hon. gentleman himself had
had the papers in his possession.

Mr. MILLS: Hear, hear.
Mr. STEPHENSON said hc had an

interest in getting this return. Other
gentlemen had an interest in not hav-
ing those details exposed to the public
eye, and ho inferred as a natural
sequence that those parties possibly
might have extracted the papers.

Mr. MACKENZIE iaid he could not
conceive of anything more improper
than the hon. gentleman making that
insinuation; it could only refer to him-
self and the members of the Printing
Committee. lie did not know any-
thing about the return which it was
the slightest interest of anybody to
suppress. The hon. gentleman could
not expect to get another copy of the
Imissing part when ho -did not tell the
officer of the Department what it was.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Stephenson)
had Lot insinuated anything against
any hon. member of the House. The
Speaker must remember that lie (Mr.
Speaker) said that bis hon. friend
hinself (51r. Stephenson) had the

papers for some time, and at that
moment the hon. member for Bothwell
(.Mr. Mills) exclaimed " hear, hear,"
as if here was a find. His hon. friend
then alluded to the insinuation which
came from the hon. member for Both-
well, and said ho understood what it
meant. His hon. friend said it could
not be himself as ho had an interest in
the details, but some one who had an
interest in suppressing them. His
hon. friend had not made the slightest
allusion to the First Miiister.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. member
for Kent (Mr. Stephenson) had alluded
to somebody. The hon. mnember's
notions of honour and morality were
such that ho supposed some one had
suppressed the dotails and made himself
guilty of a crime and misdemeanour
in abstracting papers in the possession
of the House. It was the bounden
duty of the hon. gentleman, if ho could
do so, to mention the member of the
House who had been guilty of conduct
that would disgrace him and render
him unfit to retain a seat in the House.
The hon. gentleman had no right to
make such an insinuation unless he
had evidence with which to support it,
but, if ho had made it without evidence,
he ought himself to receive the reward
of a calumnious accuser.

Mr. TUPPER said the hon. member
for Kent had simply repelled an insin-
uation, and made no insinuation.

Mr. MILLS: He did.

Mr. TUPPER: The hon. member
for Kent made no insinuation.

Mr. MILLS: Yes, ho did.

M,%Ir. TUPPER said the lion. momber
had simply repelled the unwarranted
and calumnious insinuation thrown
across the floor of the House by the
Minister of the Interior.

Mr. MILLS said the hon. member
for Kent had made an insinuation
against some hon. member, or an officer
of the House. It was not unîusual for
papers to be lost or mislaid under
such circumstances. The hon. member
for Kent had dealt in slander through
his paper over and over again.

Mr. TUPPER: I rise to a question
of order.

Routine Business. 1199



1194 Insurance Acts

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
is out of order.

Mr. TUP PER: Who is out of order ?
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member

for Bothwell (Mi. Mills) is out of
order.

Mr. STEP IENSON said hc had not
made any slanderous insinuations
against any member of the House.
The papers must have been, however,
abstracted by some one. He did not
think that any one, except one with a
guilty conscience, would feel that he
was accused touching this matter.

Mir. SPEAKER said Mr. Stewart had
numbered the pages when they came
intg his hands, and the numbers
marked were still to be seen. He
assuned that the missing papers had
been mislaid or lost by a page.

Mr. STEPHENSON said the pages
had been numbered once, and then
re-numbered.

Mr. HOLTON said a matter of this
kind ought not to be brought before
the House, unless with the view of
complaining of the conduct of some
member or some officer of the House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said,
when the matter first came up the
hon. member for Kent, had simply
asked for a copy of the missing papers.

Mr. BLAKE: The hon. member
thon said it was a serions question to
which he called the attention of the
fHouse.

INSURANCE ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BILL No. 36.]

(Mr. Cartwright.)

THIRD READING.

Order for third reading read.
Mr. YOUNG said he rose to move

the amendment of which he had given
notice. le fancied hon. members had
already made themselves tolerably
familiar with its inport. He concurred
in the principle of the Bill brought in
by the Government. -He regarded it
as an improvement on the existing
Insurance Law; but he considered that
it contained one serious defect-it did
not go far enough. It in fact stoppel
short of its legitimate and logical

Mr. TupPR.

conclusion. To remedy the defect he
moved :

" That the Bill be not now read a third
time but be referred back to the Conmittee
of the Whole, with instructions that they
shall have power to provide that the reserves
to be held by all fbreign insurance con anies
under this Act, shall be solely for the benefit
of Canadian policy-holders."

This amendment happily did not in-
volvo any political considerations, nor
did it strike at the principle of the Bill;
on the contrar'y, itaimed at carryingout
more fully this principle than the
Finance Minister had seen fit to do.
He, therefore, hoped the Government
would see their way clear to regard it
as an open question, and that the House
would consider it wholly on its mnerits
and free from all party considerations.
When the Bill was brought in last
year, he understood that its chief
object was to give additional security
to the policy-holders of life insurance
companies, and with this he was sure
the House and country both sympa-
thized, not only on account of the large
amounts now being invested in life
insurance in Canada, but also on account
of the numerous failures and losses in
these companies which had taken
place in other countries, and notably
in the United States. 11e observed, by
the report of the Superintendent of
Insurance last year, that there were
written and existing in Canada at that
time life insuiance policies to the
extent of $85,000O,00, and of this
amount no less than $63,000O,00 as
insured in foreign companies, chiefly
in the United States. In fact, of the
total amount of $85,000,000, more than
half was written in American com-
panes. He desired to say, with regard
to the American insurance companies
doing business in Canada, that, so far
as he was aware, they were among the
strongest and best of American com-
panies ; and, in the rernarks he
intended to offer, he wished especially
to guard against any supposition that
he cast the slightest suspicion on the
standing and good faith of those
companies who were doing business
in Canada. The position of many
other companies in the United States,
however, was entirely different. In
the State of New York alone, a state-
ment lie held in his hands showed that
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no less than twenty different com-
panies, in that State alone, had either
failed or disappeared within the last
few years; and he felt, therefore, that
it was the bounden duty of the Govern-
ment to take up this subject of life
insurance, and, Leing warned by the
losses and failures resulting in the
United States, from which tens of
thousands of the American people had'
suffered great hardships, enact
such a law as would prevent
similar failures and disasters taking
place in Canada. The most
obvious mode of doing this was to
enact that all companies doing busi-
ness in Canada should hold full reserves
-such reerves as they knew were, by
actuaries, held to be necessary to meet
the policies when they matured. Can-
adian companies had to do this. They
knew that the assets of these com-
panies were in Canada, and their
shareholders were also in the country.
The security to their policy-holders
was ample ; but this was not the case
so far as foreign companies were con-
cerned. and, therefore, he considered
that this was the true course for the
Government to take. This was the
Course proposed to be taken in the Bill
before the House; and, in fact, he
regarded it as the principle of the
measure. The 7th clause of the Bill
read as follows:-

" Iffron the annual statements, or after
examination of the affairs, the condition of

.any Company (as hereinafter provided for)
it appears that its liabilities to policy-holders
in Canada (including matured claims, and
the full reserve or reinsurance value for
outstanding policies as hereinafter described,
aller dedncting any claim the Company nay
have against such policies) exceed its assets
in Canada, including the deposit in the hands
of the Receiver-General, then the Company
shall be called upon by the Minister of Fin-
ance to make good the deficiency, and, on
failure to do so within sixty days, he shall
withdraw its license."

It was quite evident from this clause
that the principle of the measure was,
that comupanies should hold a full
reserve in Canada as a security
for the policies iss'ied, and this
object was laudable. In his
opinion it vas the true provision for
the Government to make in this mat-
ter ; but when he looked over the Bill
he found in the 16th clause a para-
graph which practically nullified the

effect of this excellent provision. In
this clause it was provided that, as to
ail persons insured in a mutual com-
pany, the reserve held against their
policies should not be hold for the
benefit of Canadian policv-holders only,
but be exposed to all the risks and
vicissitudes of the business of these
companies in all the various countries
in which they operated. They must
look at the practical effect of this ex-
ception, which was a very wide one In
faut it covered 90 per cent. of the whole
policies written in Canada. He held
in his hand a statement published in
the official Gazette, showing the num-
bers of companies in Canada doing
business with profits and without pro-
fits. He found that of 29 foreign com-
panies doing business in Canada, 27
issued policies on the mutual system or
with profits, and it must be recollected
that all these policies written with pro-
fits, were covered under the exception
of the lastparagraph of the 16th clause.
The practical effect was, therefore, as
was well known to all those acquainted
with the statisties of life insurance, that,
as to 90 per cent. of all the policies
written, the reserves would not be held
for the benefit of Canadian policy-
holders alone, but be exposed to all the
vicissitudes of the business of these
companies in ail the different Qountries
in which they issued policies. Not over
ten per cent., as ail acquainted with
insurance statistics were aware,-and
in fact the proportion was said to be
less-of all the policies written by life
insurance companies were withou pro-
fits, while 90 per cent. of themi were
written with profits; and, therefore, the
provision of the Bill that full reerves
shouild be held for the benefit of policy-
holders in Canada was applied simply
to ton per cent. of those insu red, while
90 per cent. would not have the security
which the other ton per cent. had.
It appeared to him that porsons insur-
ing would not be in one whit botter po-
sition under the new Bill than under
the old in this particular. It was
kriown that under the existing law
all new companies doing bus.iiness in
Canada had to make a deposit for the
benefit of the Canadian policy-holders
alone, and quite a large number of
them had made a deposit in that way.
So that, under the oporation of the law
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as it at present existed, the position of
the policy-holders was quite as good as
it would be under the operations of
this Bill. Some of these foreign com-
panies did business in 30 or 40 different
tates and countries, and, if the reserves

held in Canada were to be subject to
all the wide ramifications of their busi-
ness, and exposed to all the losses and
frauds that might be committed, they
would be like the fabled apples of old,
which, when grasped, turned to ashes.
If there was to be reserve at al] it should
be made a real thing, something that
the policy-holders could look at and fall
back upon to recoup them to some ex-
tent in case any company became in-
solvent. It was urged that while this
was a right and proper principle to
apply to those who insured without
profits it was not a sound principle to
apply to those who insured with profits,
and that in the latter case, the risks
ought to be taken as well as the profits,
and that those taking this policy
ought to be able to judge for themselves
of the soundness of the companies.
But the great difficulty was that people
who insured did not examine into these
matters. Tbey were compelled neces-
sarily to take the statements of the
agents; and it was a fact that the fin-
ancial statements of many of them
were so made up that even the
best bookkeeper in the country could
not tell whether the companies
occupied a solvent position or not. An
argument on this basis would be
against any deposit being exacted
from the companies at all. It went on
the supposition that life insurance was
as any ordinary business that might
be en.ered into, whereas they all knew
that it could not be so considered, and
that all Governments had held that a
reasonable security should be given
by the companies, in order that they
might be able to meet their policies
when they matured. It must be recol-
lected that those persons who insured
with profits or on the mutual plan,
paid a larger sum than those who
insured without profits; and it ap-
peared to him that it was a sound
principle for the State to exact some
protection for those who insured with-
out profits. The same principle should
apply to those who insured with pro-
fits. It was objected that, if they in-

Mr. Youwe.

sisted on that legislation, if thev enact-
ed that a reserve should be held for
the benefit of Canadian policy-holders
alone, American companies would be
driven out of the country. This was
just the cry that had been raised on
every occasion that Parliament had
undertaken to improve our life insur-
.ance laws. When Sir John Rose
brought in a Bill five or six years ago,
the very same cry was raised: that
the American companies would with-
draw. And yet, it was a fact that
only one American company withdrew.
He would be very sorry to have the
American companies withdraw; but
he would say that, if these companies
or any other foreign companies were
not prepared to give a reasonable and
fair protection to Canadian policy-
holders, then the country was better
without them than- with them. The
first duty of the House was to our own
people, to Canadiaa policy-holders;
and, in making the request that these
deposits should be made solely for
their benefit, in view of the numerous
failures and losses, and evea frauds
and right-down dishonesty, such as
were being exposed at the present
time in the State of New York, they
were doing nothing more than asking
that a fair measure of security shoild
be given to the people of this country,
who were so very largely interested
in these companies. If some of the
American companies did withdraw, he
was not prepared to say that it would
be such a great calamity, but that the
country could exist afterwards.

Mr. KILLAM: It would not be such
a calamity to the Canadian companies.

Mr. YOUNG said that, while he
would not wish to keep out the
companies of any foreign country, he
would say that no man ought to be
ashamed to prefer to say that Canadian
companies and Canadian enterprises
should flourish above all others. Ie
did not wish any partial or exceptional
legislation. But Canadian companies
had to give security The whole of
their assets and their shareholders
were in this country, and could be got
at if there was any failure. And the
House would be doing nothing more
than its duty in seeing that foreign
companies should have to put up a
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reserve, as this Bill required, for the
sole benefit of Canadian policy-holders.
H1e could easily understand that, if all
the life insurance business of Canada
was donc in this country, if the large
anount of money that was being sent
out of the country was kept here,
the policy-holders would be in a safer
condition. He wished particularly to
call the attention of the House to the
fact thai in naking thenew proposition
which lie had, he was proposingnothing
new, n1o new departure, but simply to
keep the law in principle as it was at
the present time, which was that no
new insurance company could come
into Canada, either stock or mutual,
without putting up a deposit for the
benefit of Caniadian policy-holders
alone. There1ore ho was not making
a new departure, but the principle of
the last part of the 16th clause was a
new departure, and seemed to be such
a change as was not contemplated
when the other portions of the Bill
were drawn up. When they saw that
such a large amount was being
invested in lite insurance, as was being
donc ut the present time, it was their
bounden dutv to see that a fair and
reasonable security was given by
insurance companies, and that our
people were nade secure against the
losses which had overtaken tens of
thousands of people in the United
States. The Superintendent of
Insurance in his report said
that $3,000,000 per annum were
contributed by the people of Canada
for life insurance. Of this, over
$2,000,000 went out of the country,
chiefly to the United States. It was
also shown that there was held by
these foreign companies, as reserves
against the Canadian policies, some-
where about $9,000,000 ; and of this
amount, some $6,000,000 or $7,000,00
was held in the United States, When
it was considered that the resrerves
represented policies to the extent of
$63,000,000, and that the people who
were dependent upon their payments
were chiefly widows and orphans, he
felt that it was their bounden duty as
legislators, as it was in accordance
with the dictates of humanity, that
they should see that the s3curity given
by all life insurance companies was at
'Once ample and real. In conclusion, he

would only add, that the existence of
this Bill assumed that additionail
security was necessary. The principle
of the Bill was that a full reserve
should be held in Canada, and the
natural and logical conclusion from
this was, that it should be held for
Canadian policy-holders only. He
hoped the Governnent would sce their
way clear to accept his amendment,
which, be believed, wvould imiiprîove the
very excellent Bill whîich the Minister
of Finance had brought in.

Mi. COLBY said lie agreed with
most of the observations which had
fallen from the lips of tle hon. ienber
for South Waterloo (Mr Youngs), only
he was not sure that he would not be
disposed to go even further tlian he
did, iii the saime direction, although he
thought that the end-[ might be attained
niore effectively than by the method
which that hon. rentieman haid pro-
posed. He could agreev with lis hon.
friend that this question of life insur-
ance was one that rose and ought to
rise entir-ely above the sphere of
party politics, and ho knew that the
members of this Ilouse . would
discuss it without any political or party
end ; but witlh the view of attaining
what should be desired by eve-y mem-
ber of this House, namely, the utmost
possibly security to the policy-holders
of this country, and at the sane time
that other and almost equal desidera-
tun, the greatest cheapness of life
insurance, by which the benefits of life
insurance might be most widely dis-
seminiated and the greatest amount of
insurance for the least money maight be
purchased. When thcy consideied who
the persons were in this and every
other country who insured their lives,
the objects they had, and the per-
sons foi' whom they insured, and the
methods to which tbey resorted in
order to be able to meet their obliga-
tions, they nust clearly see that this
class of persons, of all other classes,
had the highest claini upon the con-
sideration of the menbers of this
House. It was not found that the
class who invested largely in life insur-
ance had a surplus of moiney. Very
few sought life insurance purely as a
matter of pecun iary investnent,because
hy handling their money themselves
they could put it to better advantage.
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But it was the labouring men, that
class of men whose families were depen-
dent purely upon their labour, whether
professional or mechanical, that mostly
souglt the benefits of life insurance.
And they only provided the funds
through which they could do it by
economy and retrenchment, and by
denying themselves many of the luxu-
ries and conveniences of life which they
might otherwise enjoy. It was for no
seltish purpose, but for the benefit of
their wives and children and those
most dear to them. It was for the
support and education oftheir children;
and the welfare of the rising genera-
tion of this country depended largely
upon the security which surrounded
life insurance companies. Therefore
any effort made by the Government to
provide further security was a laudable
effort, and it should be sustained by
every inember of this House, so far
as it could be done without restricting
or impairing that other feature of life
insurance which was next in impor-
tance, namely, cheapness. He was
very glad to see that the Government
had so far embraced this view that they
had given the negative to the state-
ment of the Finance Minister in his
Budget speech last year, when he said
that a Government could not be a free
Government and a paternal Govern-
ment. But the Finance Minister had
shown that he had a paternal solicitude
for one of the great institutions upon
which the welfare of the people of this
country largely depended. And he
(Mr. Colby) thought they could not be
too grateful to that hon. gentleman if
the methods which he had selected
proved to be as well-considered and as
wise as the object of his Bill was laud-
able and patriotic, It must be borne
in mind, in considering this subject,that
two points must be kept in view. The
first was the security of the policy-
holders, and the second was that to be
attained by leaving these compames so
open and unfettered, or by so giving
them the control and management of
their own affairs that they would
be enabled to sell the largest
amount of life insurance for the least
amount of money. The clause which
the hon. member for South Waterloo
attacked, and which he proposed to
modify, was a clause by which an ex-

Mr. COLmB.

ception was made in favour of mutual
life insurance companies. The hon.
member had stated that 90 per cent. of
the life insurance business in this coun-
try was donc upon the mutual plan.
The remedy proposed by the lion. mem-
ber for South Waterloo would exclude
mutual insuranee companies from the
United States from doing business in
Canada. That was its purpose. Its
effect could not be otherwise, and it
was for the House to consider whether
the same security could not be obtained
without this happening, whether this
was a desirable result. Nothing was
more evident than that the proposition
of the hon. member would be entirely
subversive of the principle of mutual-
ity, and of the essential and distinctive
principles upon which mutual compa-
nies were founded, if any portion of
their funds were to be set.aside for the
exclusive benefit of any portion of the
insured. It could not be done. It was
unconstitutional It was unsound, and
struck at the very life and vitals of
these companies. Any company so
doing would expose itself to an injune-
tion, at the suggestion or motion of
any shareholder, who could prevent it
being done. Without wishing to say
anything to the disparagement of any
other company, he would say that the
most important mutual company, or
stock company either, in the world, the
New York Mutual Life Insurance Com-
pany, withdrew from Canada the mo-
ment Sir John Rose's Bill proposed that
a portion, and but a small portion, of
funds should be set sside for the exclu-
sive benefit of any of its shareholders.
They said they could not do i t, for they
would be breaking faith with every
man who held a mutual insurance
policy. Every other foreign insurance
company joined it in that protest, but
said, however, that they would hold on
for a time; that they had an established
business in Canada, which was profit-
able to all parties concerned, and they
hoped that the Canadian Parliament
would alter the law, and then the
amount, $50,000, was comparatively
insignificant, compared to $44,000,000
or $45,000,000 of assets, and, as their
stockholders did not objéct, they tacitly
acquiesced. The seventh clause-the se-
curity clause-of the Bill provided that
the whole of the reinsurance fund, the
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fund reserved to reinsure all policy-
holders in Canada, should be in-
vested for the security of the Canadian

policy-holders. That meant that three-
fourths of the entire income in Canada
should be invested in Canada or held
in some form for the benefit of policy-
holders in this country. That was an
impossibility, and every mutual insur-
ance company doing business in Canada
would be obliged to walk out of the
Dominion the moment that law
was passed. Was it desirable that
such shouid occur ; or was it desirable
in the interests of the people that they
should continue to have in the future,
as they had in the past, the benefit of
cheap life insurance ? He did not wish
to draw invidious comparisons and to
elevate one company at the expense
of another. Ie was obliged, however,
to illustrate his position, in order that
the House might sec the injury which
would be done to the people by exclud-
ing the American companies. He held
in his hand the report of one of the
American mutual companies doing
business in Canada. That document
showed that the company's assets
were $46,000,000, that over and above
its reinsurance fund, which was suffi-
cient for the reinsurance of all its
policy-holders on a four per cent. basis,
there was a surplus of four millions.
It showed-and this was a point to
whichî lie specially directed the atten-
tion of the House and the Government,
though no doubt the Government wero
aware of it-that it cost less than
seven per cent. of the income to
cover the expenses of management. If
he paid the company $100, $7 were
withdrawn and $93 were invested at
compound interest for the benefit of
him and his successors. He held in
his hand the report of a Canaaian com-
pany which might be considered a fairly
representative company in Canada-a
company which the hon. member for
South Waterloo (Mr. Young) would so
recognize, for reasons which the hon.
Inember well knew. That company,
having a capital of $190,000 or there-
abouts, paid 30 per cent. of its entire in-
cone for the management of its affairs.
If he paid in $100, $30 would be with-
drawn from his premiums to cover cost
of managementand only $70 was invest-
ed at compound interest for his advan-

tage. Was he to be unnecessarily
deprived of that great advantage,
amounting to about 25 per cent. of the
entire amount paid in premiums, and
of the greater benefit of investing in a
company which was thoroughly estab-
lished and solvent, and which had
passed through its experimental stage,
under which $93 out of $100 was in.
vested for the benefit of the policy-
hoiders, or was he to be compolled by
legislation to invest in a company
which set aside only t70 ? It would be
an extreme hardship if he were com-
pelled to do that. H1e was sure his
free-trade friends at the bead of the
Government would never compel him
to do that of their own accord; and it
was for that reason-and he com-
mended them for it-that the hon. the
Finance Minister had been willing to
give the people of Canada the benefit
of cheap life insurance, and had resisted
the importunities of the hon. member
for Waterloo and other members,
whose sympathies and interests were
in favour of the Canadian life insurance
companies, in the Banking and Com-
merce Committee. That 7th clause,
the saving clause, and that which
would permit foreign companies to
do business in Canada, was intro-
duced by their free-trade friends,
as consistent with free-trade views ;
for, while they adopted a protective
policy to give policy.holders security,
they did not wish to obtain that
security at so great a loss and cost to
the companies as to drive them from
the country. He commended the
Government for the course they had
pursued. If the security could not be
obtained in any other way than by
depriving the policy-holders of 25 per
cent. of amounts paid in as premiums, it
was, perhaps, better to have the
security even at that cost. But he
wished to call attention to a method
by which the security could be more
effectually gained than by such method
as had been proposed by the hon. mem-
ber for South Waterloo, and it was to
permit the companies now doing
business to continue their operations,
which would allow both classes of com-
panies to do business, and thus permit
patriotic citizens who wished to build
up Canadian companies, at their own
cost, to deal with them, but to permit
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economical citizens, who acted irres-
pective of patriotic considerations, the
privilege of making their choice, and
trusting in those companies which
they believed it was to their interest
to p'tronise. The provision of the
seventh clause was that every com-
pany doing business in Canada should
invest or should have in Canada, either
in the hands of the Government or in
the hands of trustees, an amount which
would be sufficient to reinsure all its
policies in Canada. That was the Gov-
ernment proposal, and he commended
them for their efforts to provide valid
protection, but they had not succeeded
in that object. The House should con-
sider how the plan would work. A
company might be, as to its Canadian
policy-holders, perfectly solvent under
the proposed law, having its reinsur-
ance fund in Canada, and yet might be
perfectly rotten and unsound in other
countries. The effect would be, that
when a company, doing business else-
where than in Canada went into
liquidation, tic funds in this country
would pass into the general funds of
the company and be distributed among
policy-holders everywhere. Conse-
quently there was no security to Can-
adian policy-holders under the present
law. Bsides, there was always the
liability to fraud. A company might
commence business and deposit $50,000
with the Government. It might com-
mence doing a little business and work-
ing up a connection, and, in the second
year, make a big push, and might take
a much larger amount of insurances
than the amount of its deposit in
Canada, then wind up its affairs ;
while the Company would lose the
$50,000, they would gain $100,000,
$200,000, or $300,000, acquired during
the second year. The security pro-
posed by the Government in the pre-
sent Bill was not a sufficient and
adequate one, and he wished the
Government to go further and impose,
in addition, other and more stringent
security. ln order that the House
might understand his meaning he
woul-d now move his amendment, as
follows:-

" That ail the words after 'to provide' in
the motion be struck out, and the following
øubstituted therefor: That the ýfollowing
words be added to the first clause of the 7th

Mr. COLBY.

section of the Bill ' Unless the said Conu.
pany, if, incorporated elsewhere than in
Canada, shall establish to the satisfaction of
the Finance Minister that it is possessed of
well inveeted assets sufficient to re-insure ail
its outstanding policies, and pay all its
liabilities, and ha& also a surplus sufficient
to re-insure all its outstanding policies in
Canada.'"

That was a more rigid test to be
applied to foreign companies than any
Canadian company would be willing
or able to submit to. If such a demand
were made upon the Confederation
Life Company it would bring the com-
pany to a dead lock. lis purpose in
submitting the amendment was ta drive
.out the weak and insecure Anerican
companies,if there were any such doing
business in the Dominion, and to retain
and permit to do business here only
sieh foreiga companies as would sub-
mit to the most thorough test, such
strong and sound companies as we
could not expect to have in Canada for
many years. Unless the companies
w.ere prepared to undergo that test,
and proved to bo sound to the
core, he did not wish them to
be allowed to do business. But
if there were companies which
would subject theniselves to such a
rigorous test, it would be unwise in
the interests of the Canadian people to
drive out of the country companies of
that class. Ie desired to call the at-
tention of the hon. the Finance Minis-
ter to this consideration: a company
might, if it chose, deposit re-insurance
funds enough to meet its liabilities.
That was a very convenient method
for English companies, from a financial
point of view, because the rate of in-
terest was bigher in Canada than in
England, and those companies would,
and did, invest large amounts here for
the purposes of investment alone. The
English companies did not care, how-
ever, to submit to the test of examin-
ation. They were not so accustomed
as were United States companies to an
inspection by an Insurance Superin-
tendent. They complied with the law
by keeping their re-insurance funds
good, and that did not put them to the
slightest inconvenience. In regard to
the American companies, the invest-
ment was to be made in a certain class
of securities-bonds of the Ulnited
States Government, the Canadian Gov
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ernment, bonds of the American States,
and a class of securities which had a
low rate of interest. He asked the
House to consider how that regulation
would affect not only the American
companies, but the policy-holders
of those companies. HRe would
give an illustration. H1e had been
personally insured for fourteen years in
an American mutual company not
doing business in Canada. During that
period he had received yearly a
dividend applied in reduction of the
premium amounting to 40 per cent.
That company was a sound and strong
one, and its assets to liabilities were as
160 to 100. The company was able
to return those amounts to policy-
holders because they were able to invest
their money advantageously. If the
company had been compelled to invest
its money in securities bearing 5 per
cent., or a lower rate of interest, instead
of returning annually 40 per cent. of
the premium, they would probably have
been able to return only 10, 15, 20 or
25 per cent. In mutual companies,
the managers were the agents of the
policy-holders and had no personal
interest in the matter, and there were
no stockholders to take away the
profits. Many of the investments
made by the companies consisted of
securities which were as good as Gov-
erument securities, but which paid
better interest, such as mortgages upon
farming property in Illinois, Iowa,
Wisconsin, Minnesota and other
Western States to a limit not exceeding
one-third of the value, the rate of
interest being 10 per cent. Was it in
the interest of the people of Canada
that those companies should be asked
to invest their money in securities
bearing only 5 per cent., instead of
leavmg them to make judicious invest-
ments and give to the policy-holders
that amount of dividend which they
had been able to give, having control
of the investment of their money ?
Hon. members inight aîsk how the
test proposed in this amendment
Was to be applied to the companies.
The country possessed a Superinten-
dent of Insurance, an actuary who had
given bis time and attention to that
question. It would not be more diffi-
cult, in case the sworn statement of any
company should not prove eatisfactory,

76

for the Superintendont to visit New
York or Hartford and examine the
vaults and books of the company, than
for an Insurance Inspector from Michi-
gan or Illinois to make that investiga-
tion. If companies would not sub-
mit to that examination, they
might as well close their blinds
and close business, for they would
be condemned by their own action,
and utterly discredited in Canada,
where we have an actuary who
was not appointed for political
considerations, but a person of skill
and peculiar fitness for bis place-not
liable, as such officers were in New
York, to rotation in office, and depen-
dent upon the varying exigencies of
party. Where we had such an officer
appointed for bis skill and special
knowledge, with power, and armed
with the responsibility to make those
examinations, we need have no appre-
hension that the examinations would
not be made in the most thorough and
satisfactory manner. The prestige,
character, and everything which this
officer prized, depended upon his
making no mistake in his examination
into the affairs of the companies; and
they dare not impede him in the search,
for, if they did, it would be an acknow-
ledgement that they were unsound.
That test was better than any re-insur-
ance fund which could be put up in
Canada. In the State of New York,
the inspector was frequently changed
for political considerations. In the
State of Massachusetts, they made it a
point, irrespective of political consid-
erations, to keep a competent man in
the office; and be was informed that
no company which bad ever done busi-
ness in that State had failed since that
law went into effect. Any company
that stood the Massachusetts test was
considered to be sound. Life insurance
was becoming so general in the United
States that nearly every man had a
personal and direct pecuniary interest,
overshadowing all political or other
considerations, to make him vigilant
and alert in securing the appointment
of a good man. Unfortunately, from
political considerations, in some States
this had not been done; but, where
this system had been inaugurated, it
had produced good results. We had
the benefit of that test in the first
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place, and then to thiat was to be super-
.added the test we might make for
ourbelves. Hie had no desire to
weaken the security, but, on the con-
trary, he desired to strengthen it, and
make the examination more thorough
and searching-to retain all the bur-
dens the Government proposed to lay
on those companies, and superadd to
the American companies this further
lest : that, if they lailed to make their
deposit, then they should not be permit-
ted to continue business here, that their
licenses sbhould be withdrawn, and that
they could not get licenses unless they
submitted to this almost infallible test
of solvency. The expenses of manage-
ment of most of the leadiig Ameriean
companies, ineluding all costs, was
from 6, 7, 8 to 9 per cent. in ratio to
their income. He was not aware of a
single Canadian company that did
business at a less cost than 25 per cent.
and in some that he knew theexpenses
amounted to more than 30 per cent,
Now the Canadian people, our labour-
ing people, who were anxious, by econ-
omiy, to set aside the largest possible
sum for insurance and desired to obtain
the largest p asible amount of insur-
anee lor their money, should not be
-depi ived of the right of selection
anong compamnes sound and solvent,
.and limited to a class of companies that
must for some time be more expensive
than others. He wished the fouse to
understand that he was not in the
slightest degree criticising the Cana-
dian companies unfairly. So far as he
had any knowledge of them, they were
under the control of sound men ; he
was not aware of any bogus company
or one that was liable to adverse criti-
eism. le believed them to be com-
mendable enterprises, but with them,
as with life insurance companies every-
where else, the early years werc the
expensive years. In getting their first
polieies thuy had to pay larger sums
ilian in getting subsequent policies ;
and would be some years before they
cÛould offer the same advantages as
older companies. He wisbed them to
have every latitude in the world. He did
not wish them to have a difficulty or
burden resting upon then that was not
absolutely necessary ; but, at the same
time, ho hoped the Government might
Je willing to accept that further te.t

Mr. COL BY.

on American companies. He sympa-
thized and approved of the purpose
and object of the hon. the Finance
Minister, but he believed if this other
alternative test were adopted, without
driving out some companies or embar-
rassing them in the investment of their
funds, it would prove sound, thorough
and satisfactory.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he need
hardly say lie had and could have but
one interest in this matter, and that
was to provide, as far as might be,
security for policy-holders without, as
the hon member for Stanstead observed,
unduly disturbing the existing con-
dition of things. He did not come to
this question as a new question. They
found engagements to a great amount
existing, which they were obliged to
consider, and thev were obliged in pre-
paring this Bill to give full weight to
the con ,racts existing between citizens
and companies having their head-
quarters elsewhere. In justice to some
of the American companies, he might
say that the terms of the deposit
originally made by them, enabled
comnpanies to make it wit hcut violating
their engagements to their sharehoIders
and policy-holders. Subsequently, by
the Act of 1871, that was altered, and
the deposits whieh had been placed in
this country were subjected to special
liabilities in favour of Canadian policy-
holders, which it did not appear
existed to its full extent under old legis-
lation. It was quite truc, as the hon.
member for South Waterloo (Mr.
Young) had said, that about one-halt of
the total policies existing in Canada,
amounting to $40,000,000, were held
by American companies; and it was
also true, which should be remembered,
that they did not propose by this legis-
lation to affect existing policies at all.
It was held, and he thought the House
would concur in the view, that after
foreign companies had corne here and
entered into contracts with citizens,
whatever might be done for the future,
it was advisable, on grounds of public
policy, not to have retroactive legisla-
tion affecting those contracts. It was
only, therefore, as regarded future
policies that this question raised by his
hon. friend wouLd have a practical
bearing and force. The view the Gov-
ernment had taken of the matter was
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this: They fairly considered it part of
the Government business, in a matter
baving such wide interest as life in-
surance, to see that the companies
doing business here were able to fulfil
their contracts; and that they pro-
posed to do under the system of in-
spection which they had established.
But the amendment proposed to go
further than that. It proposed not
only to take precautions to see that
the companies could fulfil their con-
tracts, but to pre vent the people, with
their eyes open, from entering into a
particular species of contracts with
those American companies. It must
be rememberod that every man who
entered into a contract whereby he
shared the profits and lossos of the
companies, did so with a full under-
standing of what he was about; and he
did not think it was consonant with
sound policy to deliberately attempt
by legislative enactments to prevent
him from doing that. If the hon.
member had contended that it was
necessary to take measures that those
companies should state fully and ex-
plicitly that contracts under this par-
ticular clause were necessarily entered
into in such a manner as to deprive the
Canadian policy-holders of th special
lien for the policies which they had
expressly.taken on condition of sharing
the risks as well as the profits, the Gov-
ernment would have been happy to
consider the proposition. The propo-
sition, however, was this: that, if a
Canadian should knowingly and wil-
ingly enter into a contract with an
American company on the condition
of sharing the risks and profits,
nevertheless, the assets held in Canada
should be held for his exclusive benefit
It might be quite true that a large
number of policies were now held on
this principle, and, as he had mention-
ed, it was not proposed to interfere
with existing polcies. As for future
policies, with all the pains which he
was sure his hon. friend and the com-
pany with which he was connected
would take to extend to Canadian
pOlicy-holders the advantages they
would have in insuring with Canadian
companies, he felt tolerably confident
that their interests would be well
looked after. Those companies were
ikeenly alive to pointing out the rela-

76½

tive advantage which they had over
their American brethren in this respect.
He gave his hon. friend from South
Waterloo the fullest credit for a desire
to promote the interests of the Canadian
policy-holders, and lis other hon.
friend who seconded the motion also a
little credit for not being oblivious to
their interests. It was not the interest
of the House to provide for Canadian
shareholders or for American share.
holders, but for a fair inspection of this
very important branch of business
which was increasing in such rapid
proportions in Canada, and reasonable
security for Canadian policy-holders.
He did not mean to say that the clause
to which the hon. gentleman alluded
did not, to a certain extent, interfere
with the security which would be
given by a stock company; but he
desired to point out that from this
time out everybody who did it would
do it deliberately and with full know-
ledge, and lie thought this a sufficient
answer to the greater portion of the
argument of the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Young). To the proposition of his
hon. friend from Stanstead he would
simply say they had taken power by an
amendment introduced in the Bill to
authorise the Minister of Finance,
acting through the Superintendent of
Insurance, to carry out such inspection
as would meet the case of the Ameri-
can companies, should it appear desir-
able to the Government to have such
an inspection made, as no doubt would
be required if there existed any reason-
able suspicion regarding the solvency
of any of the companies doing business
here.

Mr COLBY: May I ask if that is
not an alternative test.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said it was not.
He thought this proposition to a con-
siderable extent met the point raised
by the hon. member for Stanstead. As
to the question of securities, though ho
was not very conversant with the rates
of interest in the more remote western
States, he thought he was correct in
saying that any American <ompaies
investing in Canada would be able to
get as good rates of interest 01 good
security as they could in -New York or
Pennsylvania, or any of the New Eng-
land States, where lie was advised the
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greater part of their investments were
made. They were able to invest here
in municipal securities of various kinds
paying a much higher rate of interest
than Government securities, and those
securities were only taken for the pur-
pose of making good the deposit
required by the Act. Their other
securities might be of a class usually
taken by insurance companies.

Mr. COLBY: Such as mortgages ?
Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Yes. They

were only required, as were our own
people, to show that they held in
Canada in the hands of Trustees or the
]Receiver-Gencral, a sufficient amount
of securities to enable them to protect
Canadian policy-holders. On the whole,
he thought the House-if it would con-
sider the present position of the subject,
and remember that very large interests
had accrued which must be respected,
and that there was no immediate likoli-
hood of any very great increase of life
insurance because, he was sorry to
say, that one of the effects
of the depression now unhappily
existing always was that a smaller
number of people were able to enter
into new insurances--would see that
no great peril could arise to any
considerable class at any i ate of
Canadian policy-holders by allowing
this Act to go into operation and to
watch for a time its progress. If any
evil should arise, they would have
ample power to check and remedy it
hereafter. Ris hon. friend from Stan-
stead (Mr. Colby) was perfectly correct
in saying that some of these -great
American companies owing to their
long standing and perfect organization
were able to transact business at much
smaller cost than our Canadian
companies, which were for the most
part of very short existence, and
although he believed they were well
managed, and had every ground for
hoping that they would grow and
prosper, yet they did not give the same
undoubted security which the best of
the English and American companies
futrnished. For these reasons it was
not desirable for them, in this initial
legislation on so important asubject, to
deprive our people who chose
deliberately to do it with their eyes
open of the power of entering into a

Mr. CAmTwmaflP.

special class of contracts with
American companies. Ris hon. friends
from Waterloo and Stanstead had
placed their respective views plainly
before the louse, and he hoped that
the House would very shortly be able
to give a distinct expression of opinion
on the subject.

Mr. TUPPER said he regretted very
much that the Minister of Finance had
not seen fit to accept the proposition
made by the hon. member for South
Waterloo; and, if he could not accept
this proposal, that he had not seen his
way clear to adopt the further proviso
as to additional security proposed by
the hon. member for Stanstead. He
was quite satisfied that the House
would agree with him that both
proposals were calculated to afford
additional security ; and this was the
primary object which was before them.
The House, he was sure, would agree
with the opinion expressed on a former
occasion by the Finance Minister that
this was one of the questions on which
the Government could fairly rely, on
approaching the louse, without any
fear of the influence of party feeling,
on hon. gentlemen on either side of the
flouse. He gave the Government full
credit for the effort made in this Bill
to deal with one of the most important
questions that could be brought under
their consideration-the affording of
additional securities, as far as possible,
to the large class of people who invest-
ed their money in life insurance
policies. He was in favour of the Bill
to a very large extent. He believed
that in many respects it was an im.
provement on previous legisiation,
though there were some points in it-
to which he would draw attention in
Committee-which he thought were
susceptible ofsome improvement; and,
although in this relation the Finance
Minister, might not be able to
agree with him, he was certain that
his suggestions would be received in
the spirit in which they were offered.
The very able and exhaustive argument
addressed to the flouse by the hon.
member for South Waterloo, in hisjudg-
ment, covered the whole ground, and
it was unnecessary to sustain that
argument at any considerable lengtb.
He had been in hopes, as the hon-
gentleman proceeded from point to
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point, making out a very strong casE
for the consideration of the Govern-
ment, that the Finance Minister might
be able, even at this period of the Bill,
to somewhat modify his views so as to
embrace, at all events to some extent,
some of the provisions offered. He did
not think it would be easy to have
a more powerful and able argument
addressed to the flouse in favour of
American companies than that of the
hon. member for Stanstead, to whom
he had listened with attention, as did
every member when the hon. gentle-
man addressed the Ilouse on any sub-
ject; but he failed to be convinced by
the arguments adduced in support of
the pretension that there was no
reason for the apprehension expressed
by the hon. member for South Waterloo
with relation to the position the people
of Canada occupied towards those
foreign companies. The fact that over
two million of dollars per annum went
into foreign countries for life insurance
purposes from Canada, was one which
only required to be stated in order to
present the magnitude of this question
to the fullest extent. The Finance
Minister met the proposition of the
hon. member for South Waterloo with
the very forcible argument that the
louse must have regard to existing
engagements; and that a very con-
siderable amount of responsibility de-
volved upon the Government in deal-
ing with a question in which prior en-
gagements had been made between the
people and the parties wilh whom they
contracted; but the Finance Minister
should not carry this argument too
far, or, if he did, they would have no
legisiation at all on the subiect. The
Bill introduced by Sir John Rose was
based on the principle that, although
this was a strong ground for consider
ation, yet it was not sufficient to pre-
clude them from legislating where
they considered it necessary, and
this Bill rested on the broad
foundation that, when it became
requisite to have additional legislation
for the security of the people, Parlia-
mnent had the power to exercise it.
The fear, on a former occasion ex-
pressed, that this would drive the
American companies out of the coun-
try, was found to be fallacious. This
convinced him that, if the proposal of

the hon. member for South Waterloo
was adopted in its entirety, it would
not be attended with the result which
seemed to be apprehended; but, if it
were so attended, he had no hesitation
in saying that, while he had no hosti-
lity towards the American companies,
and while he preferred the British to
the American companies, he preferred
the Canadian companies to either, for
the reason that the money of the
people of Canada now sent out of the
country would then be invested in
Canada, a matter of no slight import-
ance to a new and young country like
this. It was most important that the
capital brought into it for its develop-
ment and expansion, should have the
advantage of tho investment of these
two millions now annually drained out
of the country; it would then be in-
vested among our own people, who
would have a better opportunity of
judging of the character of their
investments than otherwise would be
the case. The hon. member for South
Waterloo had drawn the attention of
the flouse to a most important feature,
which was this: that the great mass
of the people who it was desirable
should avail themselves of this means
of preventing their widows and
orphans from suffering from penury
and poverty, were those who were not
able to judge of commercial matters
and questicris in the broad sense
and acceptation of the term. The
competition going on in this coun-
try between these companies
which sent their agen:s into evory
section and village and hamlet to
induce people to invest their earnings
in life insurance, rendered it incum-
bent on the Government to endeavour,
as far as possible, to guard against im-
position, owing to the want of know-
ledge of any portion of the people,
from parties wao were not entitled to
their confidence. He regarded this
proposal, contined as it was by the
principle of the Bill requiring gigantie
foreign companies doing business in all
parts of the world to invest $50,000
in the bands of the Government of
Canada, as worse than nothing, and
useless, and for this reason: It would
enable these companies to go to every
ignorant man in Canada and in its
back settlements, and say to him: "We
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have got the imprimatur of the Gov-
ernment of Canada; here is the cortifi-
cate of the Receiver-General of Canada
showing that we bave deposited in
your vaults a large sum of money, and
this is the evidence we give you of our
ability to meet at any time these
claims "; and this would afford ad-
ditional means of operating upon
the credulity of the people, which
they otherwise would never have
had. He held that this amount
was utterly insignificant and in-
sufficient to secure the payment
of policies when they became due. He
believed it would be better for the
people of Canada regarding foreign
companies, if they were not in a posi-
tion to make any such claim, if this
amount was to remain unchanged.
The additional security proposed to be
provided was that of inspection. He
had the fullest confidence in the gen-
tleman appointed by the Government
as Insurance Inspector, who was an
able actuary and a man of bigh char-
acter, having every quality requisite to
command the confidence of the House
and country. He believed that this
officer would be of great value
because he was not only able
to examine the books of com-
panies, but also to exercise a whole-
some judgment as to the character
of the investments made; but what
could ho do when he went abroad.
Where able and keen officials failed in
the United States, how could a stranger
be expected to probe matters to the
bottom and ascertain the solveney or
condition of foreign companies ? lie
did not think that hon. gentlemen
should rely too much on this plan as a
means of security. He was struck
with two or three admissions male by
the hon. member for Stanstead. The
hon. member said one of the results of
the measure would be to drive out the
the weak insurance companies from
thé country, and here the whole case
was given up. The Government was
bound to take such rAeasures as should
prevent the existence in Canada of
such companies. When one thought
of the wide-spread misery that resulted
from the breaking down of one of the
large companies, he could see at once
the duty devolving upon the Govern-
nent of sparing no effort to use every

Mr. TuPpz.

possible means of rendering it impos-
sible that the property of our citizens
should be fritterred away in an unwise
attempt to provide security that would
become perfectly delusive. But there
was more than that. If the money
that was paid for the purpose of life
insurance was invested in the country
the country would get the advantage
of it, but if it was invested in a foreign
company and that company broke
down, not only would the policy-holders
lose the money but the country would
suffer to that extent, $2,000,000 annu-
ally being taken out. This amount
would improve the foreign country so
much and our country would be without
that much to assist in its development.
There was nearly $3,000,000 now
paid. He could quite understand the
Finance Minister when he said that
this being a time of depression a great
expansion of new polieies could not be
looked for. But ho (Mr Tuppor) and
the Opposition believed that the rising
tide of prosperity would set in before
long, and then this $3,000,000 would be
expanded. He did not make his objec-
tions from political motives, as ho
believed the Bill in many respects was
a good one, and the object of the Fin-
ance Minister most praiseworthy and
deserving. The Finance Minister said
they must place reliance largely upon
inspection, but it was well known that
the system of inspection in the United
States was not to be relied upon on
account of the changes through politi-
cal influence. The bon. member for
Stanstead had referred to the cheaper
rate at which insurance could be ob-
tained in the American companies. But
this was because they were older and
had more business, and one reason why
they gave such profitable returns was,
to a certain extent, because of the
82,000,000 of Canadian money annu-
ally going into their coffers. The hon.
the Finance Minister said people joined
these companies with their eyes open,
but the fact was that there were thou-
sands of people in Canada who could
not withstand the inducements and
solicitations of American agents. H1e
would call attention to several altera-
tions which ho thought should be made.
On the third page where it was pro-
vided " that the requirements of this
section shall apply to any policy
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issued," he would suggest that the
words " policy issued " be struck out,
and " premiums received " substi-
tuted. And after "1878 " he
would suggest that there should
be added " but shall apply to
ail premiums received on policios,
whether they are issued subsequent or
previous to the date." The bill would
make the provision apply to ail
premiums received on future policies,
but he would make it apply to all
premiums received on policies whether
Row existing or in the future. Another
alteration that ho would suggest was
on page 8. Instead of saying that " the
amount so tendered may be paid over
to the Company and the policy shall
continue in force," he would say that
" the amount so tendered shall not be
paid over." The money was there for
the security of the policy-holders, and
ho would take away the power to
divert it for any other purpose.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said ho could
not agree to this alteration as it would
be opening up the whole subject again
and necessitate the Bill being sent back
to the Committee on Banking and
Commerce, which could not be done
now, after the understanding arrived
at with the representatives of the
Insurance Companies.

Mr. MILLS said ho could not under-
stand how the hon. member for
Cumberland could say that, if the
armendment of the hon. member for
Stanstead (Mr. Colby) were not carried,
he would vote for that of the hon.
member for South Waterloo (Mr.
Young). They were directly in
antagonism.

Mr. TUPPER said he understood
that the latter amendment was
proposed in addition to the provisions
of the Bill.

Mr. CARTWRIGIT: No.
Mr. MILLS said the hon. member for

Cumberland had told them that such
was the extraordinary character of the
Amercian insurance agents that it was
flot possible for Canadians to resist
their importunities. But the fact
was that the class of people
who insured were generally shrewd
and intelligent and perfectly competent
to nake their own bargains. As the

American companies only took 7 per
cent. for administration expenses, and
the Canadian companies 30 per cent.,
the position of the hon. member for
Cumberland was that the advantages
of the American companies were
so great that, unless the Government
interfered they would take the whole
business out of the hands of the Cana-
dian companies. To streithen his
argument, the hon. member stated that
$2,000,000 of Canadian money was
annually taken away b7 the foreign
companies. But he seemed to forget
to mention that this came back in the
shape of payments. It would appear
that the hon. member was the special
advocate of the interests of the Cana-
dian companies. While it was impor-
tant that Canadian companies should
not be placed at any disadvantage, it
should be remembered that the Gov-
ernment could not legislate in the in-
terest of aiy particular company, but
must act inithe interest of the whole
country. It had also been urged that
the ineasure was not in the interest of
Canada and that such a policy as was
embodied in the clause should not te
placed on the Statute-book.

Mr. TUPPER: I did not say that.
Mr. MILLS said the hon. member

for Cumberland had attacked the law,
and pointed to the two millions going
out of the country yearly, and that
under a law for w hich the hon. gen-
tleman himself was responsible.
The hon gentleman informed the
House that inspection in the United
States was delusive, and stated the
reason was to be found in the fact
that in every instance the Inspector
appointed would be in a great measure
unacquainted with the work, and be-
fore ho became acquainted with it,
ho was superseded. While tbose ob-
servations might be practically appli-
cable to inspectors appointed by the
various States of America to en-
quire into the condition of the American
insurance companies, they had no force
in regard to the Inspeetor of Insurance
in this country. Here a different sys-
tom prevailed. The Canadian Inspec-
tor was quite as likely to be thoroughly
competent to discharge his duties with
respect to foreign companies as with
regard to Canadian companies. If the
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argument had any weight, it was in the
<direction of the Inspector being a use-
less officer, who could not acquire any
information which would be the slight-
est value to policy-holders and insurers.
He was glad to have heard the hon.
mem ber for Stanstead urge the question
in guch an admirable manner. He had
hithorto been under the impression
that the hon. member had formed very
erroneous opinions with regard to mat-
ters of trade and commerce.

Mr. COLBY said he had compli-
mented the Government for having
taken the Protectionist view of giving
securnity.

Mr. MILLS said he was glad the hon.
Member did not eall on the Govern-
ment to build up Canadian insurance
companies at the expense of the great
mass of the population ; that he was
willing that individuals who were ready
to effect an insurance should invest
it in the company where they
would obtain the best value for
their money. He (Mr. Mills) believed
that was an able and admirable doc-
trine, and it was that doctrine em-
braced in the Bill. He hoped the hon.
member would not hold on to the little
flag of protection, for it was a mere
delusion. Inspection was not protec-
tion, in the sense protection had been
so frequently referred to in the discus-
sions. He congratulated the hon.
member for Stanstead on having taken
such a clear and common-sense view
of the question, and on having come to
the rescue and defence of the people
against the few capitalists who wished
to make a larger profit than they were
entitled to make on the money which
they invested in that particular busi-
ness.

It being Six ô'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.

After Recess.

PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS.

THIRD READING.

The following Bill was read the third
time and paseed:-

Bill (No. 61) To incorporate the
Canadian Securities Company (Limit-
ed).-(Mr. Casgrain.)

MX. MILLs.

The following Bills were severally
considered in Committee of the Whole,
reported, read the third time, and
passed:-

Bill (No. 59) To amend the Act in.
corporating the Union Life and Acci-
dentAssurance Company of Canada, and
to change the name thereof to the Union
Assurance Company of Canada.-(Mr.
Kirkpatrick.)

Bill (No. 98) To amend the Coteau
and Province Line Railway and Bridge
Act.-(Mr. Currier.)

INSURANCE ACTS AMENDMEINT
BILL.

DEBATE RESUMED.

Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario) resumed
the debate on the Insurance Bill. He
said no doubt the object of the Bill
was a proper one. The question of life
insurance was becoming of great im-
portance all the world over, and it was
necessary that it should receive careful
consideration. When it was remem-
bered that policies amounting to
$85,000,000 were held in this country,
and that a large portion of them were
held in American companies, the
advisability of proccting the policy-
bolders would strike everyone; and he
was glad to see that the Government
was taking a paternal view of the
matter. He feared, however, that the
Bill would fail to aecomplish its object.
When it was remembered that fully
90 per cent. of the insured were in-
sured on the mutual principle, and
those who insured in stock companies
participated in the profits as well as
the former, they would not receive
any benefit from the deposit required
to be placed in the hands of the Gov-
ernment. It would be better if this
clause were eliminated from the Bill
altogether, as he thought it would
have an injurious etfect, inasmuch as
it would have the tendency to drive
out solvent American companies. If
the clause was intended as a security
to the Canadian poliçy-holders, ho
thought it would be like Samson shorn
of his locks. This matter rose above
party feeling; both sidos of the House
were actuated with the saine desire to
give the best possible security to
policy-holders; and ho would be glad
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if the Government could see their way
c.ear to strike out the clause under
discussion.

Mr. KILLAM said it was strange
that the hon. member for Cumberland
should have fallen into the error he did
in regard to the nature of the amend-
ments before the IL use. If the hon.
gentleman had listened as attentively
to the able, eloquent and convincing
argument of the hou. member for Stan
stead as he did to the hon. member for
Waterloo, whom he commended in the
nost flattering way, he certainly could

not have been in doubt on this point. In
his (Mr. Killam's) opinion the amend
ments were diametrically opposed to
each other. The effect of the amend-
ment of the hon. member for South
Waterloo was to compel foreign coin-
panies to make investments of their
re-insurance reserve in this country,
which, in case of the insolvency of the
company or its failure to comply with
the regulations of the Finance Depart,
ment, vas to be confiscated for the
benefit of the Canadian policy-holders
alone. The amendment of the hon.
member for Stanstead proposel to take
awav the clause compelling the foreign
companies to invest to so large an
extent in this country and require
thIem to prove that they were in such
a condition that there was no neces-
sity tor then to make such aun invest-
ment. The roason why he was opposed
to the Bill was because it was too much
of a protective measure. It was not
at all in the direction of free trade.
As it stood its effect would be to coin-
pel foreign companies to invest their
noney iii this country, and to prevent
Canadians investing in foreign com-
Sanies if they desired to do so. The

overnment had no right to dictate,
as this Bill in a measure did
where the people should invest their'
money. Besides, in legislating in this
manner, we aiso practically compelled
the subjects of a foreign State to invest
their money in this country. If the
various States were to pass similar
laws, this legislation would become
imoperative, because they would take
more money from the companies than
they had to invest. He had not yet
heard any convincing proof that this
Pa liament had the power to deal with
this question at all. He did not, of

course, agree with the hon. movers of
the amendments in this respect, but
speaking from a free-trade view he was
bound to say that a great deal of legis-
lation here in regard to insurance
vas unnecessary, undesirable and

undue interference with the rights and
privileges of individuais to make what
contracts they chose. The whole force
of this Bill was to restriet individual
liberty to a very great extent. le
was not interested in any company,
Canadian or foreign; he had no per-
srnal interest whatever in the matter;
but he had a large number of consti-
tuents who had been wise enough to
invest their money in this way, and ho
had never heard any of them say that
they desired the Governimnont to inter-
fere in this question in the way pro-
posed. le was bound to say that his
constituents who were insured in strong
American companies felt as good
security now as they would if this Bill
went into law, and they did not want
Parliament to meddle in their
concerns at al]. They were ail
wrong in fact in calling those com-
panies foreign, as the United States
mutual companies were just as much
Canadian companies as American. The
policy-holders were stockholders to all
intents and purposes, and Government
had no right to interfere with them by
such legisation. le ceold not agre
with the amendment of the hon. mem-
ber for Waterloo at ail. The absolute
eifect of it wouldbe to prevent hi m from
making any bargain with a foreign
company or going outside Lhe Do-
minion to make a ceontract with an
individual, if it was carried to its full
extent. It was the most ultra-protec-
tive resolution ever moved on the floor
of the Canadian Parliarmient, though it
came from one of the greatest apostles
of free trade in this country. The real
question he was anxious to ventilate
was whether it was necessary for these
mutual companies to invest their
money in Canada at alh. Hle did not
thinlk it was, nor did he consider that
protection would be of any particular
benofit to the Canadian policy-holders.
If companies managed their affairs
well, and kept their working ex-
penses within a small percentage
of their income, and the policy-
holders were satisfied, no Government
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interference was required. Wherever
this prir:ciple was adopted, the business
of these companies would be entirely
ruined, and the strongest, finest and
most benevolent institutions in the
world would be compelled to change
their whole mode.of doing business.
The gentlemen who had advocated
the views of the hon. member
for South Waterloo were directors
and shareholders of, and largely and
intimately interested in, Canadian in-
surance companies. It would be quite
improper for him to say that these
gentlemen had any sinister designs in
trying to deprive the Dominion of the
advantages accruing from institutions
like the Connecticut Mutual, the New
York Life, and the Etna Insurance
Company to enlable themselves to secure
the business of these companies, but
he must say he failed to see the reasons
which induced these gentlemen to take
the ground they did. He thought it
would have been eminently more pro-
per, and it wôuld have looked much
better, if such motions were made by
gentlemen who were not at all inter-
ested in Canadian companies. He
knew pretty nearly what institutions
did business in his constituency, and he
had never heard his constituents ask
for any such legislation as was pro-
posed by the Government, not to men-
tion the more extreme steps advocated
by the hon. menibers for South Water-
loo and North Ontario. He, further,
was not aware of any petitions
having been presented to the House
asking for the cure of the evils com-
plaiied of, and he did not see
why there should be such undue
haste shown in providing this legisla-
tion. If they had two or three thou-
sand petitions pouring in every Session
for the protection of unfortunate
Canadians against the abilities of these
wonderful and terrible American in-
surance drummers, who were going
about the country and defrauding
people out of their honest earnings,
he would not blame the Govern
ment for their action; but, as this
measure was merely urged on be-
half of a few weak, struggling offices
in this country, one-half of whose pre-
miums, obtained from unfortunate
people in the back of the country,
went to pay directora' and other ex-

Mr. KILLAM.

penses, he thought the Government
was rather in too much of a hurry in
paying so much attention to these
representations. However, the Bill
was reasonable and proper, compared
with the outrageous one laid before
the House last year. He hoped that
the Bill would not be passed until the
matter was fully looked into ; it was
not desirable to drive strong mutual
institutions out of the country. If the
amendment of his hon. friend from
Stanstead was accepted by the Govern-
ment, full security would be given to
policy-holders,:and more than was pro-
vided for in the Bill, which interfered
with the rights of Canadian stock-
holders in foreign companies.

Mr. PLUMB said the late Govern-
ment, with admirable foresight, had
obliged foreign insurance companies
doing business in this country to place
a certain deposit under their control,
as an earnest of good faith, of the sound-
ness of the companies, and of their
ability to carry on their busness in a
proper manner, giving also security
to those insuring in these companies.
The business of life insurance was in-
creasing from year to year, and had
become one of the most important
features in social economy and modern
life. A great many companies had been
established and many of them had de-
viated from the original principle that
a company should bave a certain
amount of capital for its basis. Many
had thus been formed on the mutual
principle, and the insurers depended
entirely on the management and good
faith of the managers for the final pro-
visions to be made for the families
they would leave behind them. Their
business, which was now enormous, was
growing larger from year to year; and
anything tending to induce them to
embark in speculations, seek high rates
of interest, attempt to make large
profits, and pay heavy expenses and
large salaries, should be deprecated ;
therefore, to a certain extent, the argu-
ment, eloquently and ably put by the
hon member for Stanstead, failed in so
far as he desired that a company doing
business in the United States should
not be required to make a deposit of
their funds here, in order that they
might swell their profits at home by
investing in a class of securities which
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would not be recognized at all in this
country. This was the weakest point
in the hon. gentleman's argument. The
clause now inserted in the Bill left the
Canadian policy-holder insured in
foreign companies under the impression
that he was protected, when, in fact, he
was not, inasmuch as the mutual prin-
ciple on which a large amount of
insurance was obtained in this country
eomprising 90 per cent. of the whole
amount insured, as he understood, left
the policy-holders under that principle
without protection. The terms of the
Bill " kept the promise to the ear and
broke it to the hope." Holders of life
insuranice policies would suppose they
were secured under the provisions of
the Bill, when this was really not the
case. The seventh clause apparently
provided security; but its provisions
were neutralized by the last paragraph
of the sixteenth clause, which, in case
of the insolvency of a foreign company,
authorized that the assets held in Ca-
nîada should be subject to the claims
of all the policy-holders pro rata,
whether in Canada or elsewhere.
He thouglt it was very difficult to see
that those who undertook engagements
with mututal companies, going into
partnership, as it were, were entitled to
protection, but he also thought the Bill
would be imperfect unless some such
clause was introducod as thatproposed
by the hon. member for Waterloo, in
order to give to Canadian policy-holders
that protection which the Bill osten-
sibly proposed. If this was not the
object, why was it necessary to frame
theBillaf atl. It would be perfectly
easy to require every foreign company
doing business in the country to con-
tinue imcreasing its deposit, in propor-
tion to the increased business done in
the country, and enough to re-insure
its risks here, and to retain at all ti mes
a sufficient deposit to cover the amount
of premiums takon in Canada. H1e
feared the Bill would be fatal to the
public interest, by leaving policy-
holders to entortain false and erroneous
impressions, lulling them into a false
secirity and teaching them to depend
rather on the Government than on
their Own judgment in takino out orCcontinuing life policies. The strongest
competition existed among the life in-
surance companies, and it was well

known that those who were most desir-
ous of extending their business were
not always the soundest and the safest.
Immense assets or a large income were
not always satisfactory evidences of
soundnoss. Insured persons who lived
the longest and paid the largest pre-
miums were often likely to suffer the
most, owing to the manner in which so
many companies were conducted. A
late instance showed that an
American manager had been paid
$30,000 per annum as a salary.
This fact had been brought out in a
recent investigation into the affairs
of an American company. With all
due deference to the hon. member for
Stanstead, he must say that he did not
think there was any safety in the plan
the hon. gentleman proposed. It was
not a sound principle and it should not
be embodied in any ineasure brought
before the House. With this view he
thought it sound principle to support
the amendment brought in by the hon.
member for South Waterloo.

Mr. BLAIN said lie thought the
Government had succeeded in striking
the iean, so as to meet the necessities
of the business. He did not agree with
either amendment. Life insurance
was so exceptional in its character that
special legislation seemed to be re-
quired for it. Thore were three differ-
ent kinds of life insurance, but for the
sake of con venience there might be said
to be two, namely, the stock and
mutual plans. The Government had
recognized the necessity of these com-
pan ies giving ample security for cover-
ing the amounts of the policies. The
mutual principle was essentially one
of partnership. But, by the amend-
ment of the hon. membor for South
Waterloo, the very essentials of the
contract would be violated. It would
be contrary to the constitutions of the
companies, and any parties in the
United States could enter an injunction
against them and restrain them from so
misappropriating the fund. The result
would be that the American mutual
companies would be forced to withdraw
from the country While he thought
our own companies might even tually
be able to compete with the American
companies, yet this ainendment would
be altogether too violent and would
throw nearly all the policies now in

Insurance Acts [AIrm 6, 1817.]



1212 Insurance Acts

the hands of American companies into
the hands of the Canadian companies
before they were able to deal with
them successfully. He held that it
would be disastrous to take that course.
It might be in the future that these
companies would get into such difficul-
ties with the policy-holders that they
might not get that security which they
ought to have. In that contingency
the policy-holders could corne to Parlia-
ment and make their representations,
and, if thought necessary, the law could
be changcd so as to give them due pro-
tection If the amendment of the
hon. inember for Stanstead were adopt-
ed, it would place the companies in
much the saine condition as they were
at present, and the entire Bill wouid be
reidered of no e-fect, although it was
generally conceded that legislation of
some kind was necessary. It was
rather strange that an out and-out
Free-trader like the hon. member for
South Waterloo (Mr. Young) should
move a violent protectionist motion,
while an outspoken Protectionist, like
the hon. member for Stanstead (Mr.
Colby) should move a violent free-
trade motion. He thought the only
prudent course was to follow the Bill
as the Governrment had presented it
before the louse.

Mr. CAMERON said the hon. mem-
ber for Yarmouth (Mr. Killam) had
raised an important question as to the
constitutional powers of the House in
legislating at all in the matter, or at
any rate to the extent to which it had
beon proposed. The Local Legisla-
tures claimed the right to deal with
insurance companies. The question
had arisen in the Province of Ontario,
and ultimately it would come to the
Supreme Court for settlement. The
more prudent course to adopt would be
to take the advice of the hon. member
for West Middlesex (Mr. Ross) as to
the Prohibitory Liquor Law, namely,
to deter legislation until the Supreine
Court decided whethor they had any
right to legislate or not. He presumed,
however, that the Government had
ýdecided that they had jurisdiction, and
were prepared to take the responsibili-
ties upon themselves. He must con-
fess that it seemed te him that it per-
tained more to the nature of property
And civil rights than to trade and

Mr. BLAMN.

commerce. Unless the matter came
within the definition of these two latter
classes he did not know under what
head of the British North America
Act it would come. As to the two
amendments, it seemed to him that
nine-tenths of the policy-holders
in American companies residing in
Canada would not be duly protected
by the Government Bill as it now
stood. While he did not desire to
drive American companies out of the
country, ho felt that ho would have to
vote for the amendment of the hon.
member for South Waterloo. If he
thought it would drive the American
companies out, ho would not support
it, as ho did not think they should act
rashly in such a matter. While, per-
haps, the amendment of the hon. mem-
ber for Stanstead was inconsistent in
principle with the amendment of the
hon. member for South Waterloo, yet
it was possible that a member of the
House might, with perfect consistency,
vote for both. le would vote for the
amendment of the hon. member for
Stanstead, upon the principle that, in-
asmuch as the Bill as it stood afforded
no security to Canadian policy-holders,
he thought it better that the security
offered by the amendment should be
accepted, namely, that of Government
inspection. Still, there were many
objections to Government inspection,
as developed in the United States.
Mfr. Lewis, who was considered the
highest authority, said that the resuit
of the system had been disappointment
to its friends, and he also said it rapid-
ly taught the public to rely upon the
certificate of the compaey, in-stead of
to discriminate for themselves between
the good and the bad companies. Ie
(Mr. Cameron) thought, on the whole,
that the objects sought would not be
attained by the Government Bill, and
ho doubte~d very much whether the
amendment of the hon. member for
Stanstead would much improve
matters.

Mr. WORKMAN said ho thought
the Canadian policy-holders should
have as much protection as possible,
and, therefore, ho would support the
amendment of the hon. member for
South Waterloo. There were a great
many respectable American companies
which were perfectly solvent, and
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conducted their business with some-
regard for the interests of the policy-
holders, but there were others which
required to give special sceurity. Any
one who devoted attention to the ques.
tion of life insurance, must know that
in the United States, during the past
six months, a very great amount of
distress and of bankruptey had taken
place in connection with life insurance
companies,and particularly with regard
to mutual companies. lie was not
aware how many of those companies
had been doing business in Canada, but
the result in theUnited States bad been
disastrous. That arose in a greatmea-
sure from the expensive manner in
which the companies were managed. It
was well known that some of the presi-
dents and officials connected with New
York companies received larger salaries
than that paid to the President of the
United States. Every official in the
companies was paid an enormous
salary, and the extravagance was
something that was unknown in
Canada. The natural result had been
the failure recently of a company doing
a very large business. He would read
an extract from an American i nsurance
journal, in order that the House might
understand what kind of security the
Cana,'an people would have if the
United States companies were allowed
to corne in here and carry on business
withouit a guarantee in the shape of
deposits bemg held for the benefit of
Canadian policy-holders. The journal

"The investigation into the affairs of the
Continental Life Insurance Company, which
failed in New York some months ago, shows
that there is a prospect of policy-holders re-
ceivimg forty to fifty cents on the dollar. The
claims amount to $5,300,000, and the assets
are set down at $2,630,000, but will likely be
further reduce by litigation before payments
are made."

After the expenses of litigation were
paid, the assets would probably not
realize more than 20c. on the dol-
lar. The following extract would show
the House the character of many of
those companies which were encourag-
ing to force a business in Canada:-

"The Attorney-General of New York
State having made application to the Su-
PreIme Court, receivers have been appointed
for'the five following Life Insurance compan-
ies :-The Guardian Mutual Life Insurance

Company, the Widows and Orphans' Life
Insurance Company, the Reserve Mutual
Lire Insurance Company, the New i York
State Life Insurance Conpany, the North
America Life Insurance Company. An ex-
anination made previous to taking proceed-
ings, had shown that their assets were insuffi.
cient to re-insure their outstanding risks.
All were in business for a nuiber of years,
and exhibited in their d-alings with the
assured many of the evils which have come
to light in American insurance matters
within the past four months."

It would be observed that they were
mainly mutual companies. The Con-
tinental Company did a very large
business,with a large staff of employés,
and an establishment like a large Lon
don or New York banking house, and
yet it would be unable to pay 40c.
on the dollar. It was the duty of the
House, and of the Government partic-
ularly, to protect Canadian policy-
holders, and reserve money deposited
by those companies for the benefit of
the insured here. The House had been
told that such action on the part of
Parliament would drive a large num-
ber of American companies out of
Canada. He thought that, with few
exceptions, the companies would
make the required deposits; if they
did not, the sooner they left the
country the better. It would be in
the interest of the whole people, and
especially of those who wished to pro-
vide a future maintenance for thoir
wives and children, by means of insar-
ance policies, that the funds deposited
by foreign companies should be held to
be specially applied for the benefit of
policy-holders in Canada, and not to
be divided among the general policy-
holders.

Mr. DYMOND said that although
the subject had been almost exhausted,
he could not deny himself the gratifi-
cation of expressing the delight ho felt
at finding the hon. member for Stan-
stead at last a convert to that school
of political economy of which he (Mr.
Dymond) professed to be a humble
member. The hon. member, too,
deserved congratulation for having,
with the zeal of a new convert, applied
himself energetically to destroying the
protectionist amendment of the hon.
member for South Waterloo, over
whose departure from the true faith he
was bound to mourn, as he rejoiced
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over the conversion of the hon. gentle-
man to whom ho had referred. He
fancied, however, that on some not very
remote occa8ion the hon. member
for Waterloo would wander back to the
true fold. He had no doubt that when
the înendment had been voted down
that [ion. member would once more
turn a loving glance to the pastures in
whieh ho usually wandered, and from
whieh a very narrow line at present
divided him. No hon. member was
.entitled for a moment to question the
absolute disinterestedness of any hon.
gentleman who addressed the House,
but he could not help wondering, while
listening o some of the speeches, and
knowing a little of the connections of
some of the speakers, whether any
oneat this time,when the independence
,of Parliament was so especially dear
to every one of them, had been very
critically studying the sixteenth rule,
which said:

" No nember is entitled to vote upon any
question in which he lias a direct pecuniary
interest, and the vote of any ienber so
interested will be disallowed."

He thought, if the spirit of that rule
should be rigidly observed, they would
find a very meagre voteinfavour of the
amendmnont of the hon. member for
South Waterloo. That amendment
had been fairly demolished by the hon.
member for Stanstead (Mr. Colby) and
the bon. member foe West York (Mr.
Blain). It appeared to him (Mr.
Dymond) simply to contravene the
fundamental principle of mutual
insurance. It assumed that men might
enter into a contract, might reap all
the benefits of that contract and all the
profits accruing, but, at the same time,
might be exempted from or protected
against all loss, if loss should happen
to ensue. In effect, the amendment
carried to a mischievous, injurious and
extreme extent what ho felt was a
somewhat doubtful principle in the Bill
itself. le eould not conceive any
reason-excepte it were the one he had
ventured to allude to in passing-why
hon. gentlemen should be so terribly
alarmed lest persons desirous of effect-
ing insurances should patronize Ameri-
can companies. They were told that
the Bill must be passed because several
of the insurance companies had lately
failed most disastrously. So much the

Mr. DruonD.

less reason was there, then, for such a
Bill a the present one. The old adage
" a burnt child dreads the fire " applied
in this case as in many other cases, and,
if there ever was a time when it might
be supposed Canadian companies were
placed ut an advantage, it would
be the present, when something
like a panie had been created
with respect to the American
institutions. Nor did he think it
was, under any circumstances, the busi-
ness of the State to protect those who
were able to protect themselves, but who
wilfully refused to do so. With regard
to the amendment of the hon. member
for Stanstead (Mr, Colby), he could not
speak of it as favourably from his (Mr.
Dymond's) point of view as of the
argument which the bon. member had
addressed to the IHouse in answer to
the lion. member for Waterloo (Mr.
Young). The hon. gentleman's amend-
ment also appeared to carry out,what he
would venture to call the coddling prin-
ciple, the principle of saddling some-
body else with the duty of taking care
of persons who ought to be sufficiently
intelligent, under most circumstances,
to see where they were going and shape
their proceedings accordingly. So far
as the Bill itself was concerned, on
which he supposed, as they were now
at the third reading, they were en-
titled to comment, it was conceived,
no doubt, with very excellent inten-
tions, and would be carried into effect
by a gentleman-the Superintendent
of Insurance-of marked ability and
most unquestionable integrity. Never-
theless, he believed, as giving
actual security, it would fall very
far short of the expectation of
its promoters. It was calculated to
convey the impression that the State
was in some measure responsible where
no real responsibility existed. le
remembered, many years ago, hearing
a remark regarding burial societies
and some other small institutions of
that kind in England, formed especially
for the convenience of the working
classes, that a great number of persons
were deluded into entering them in
consequence of the certificate of Mr.
Tidd Platt, whose duty was to certify
their rules in all cases. "l Here," said
the representatives of those societies,
" is the certificate of a Government
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officer ; he would not, of course, put
his name to anything that was not
solvent, that was not responsible
and not strictly to be relied upon."
And the same idea would be created
in a great number of cases, when
people were told that there was a Gov-
ernment Inspector who presided over
these companies at their birth, over
their matrimonial arrangements when
they amalgamated, as they often did,
and vs the undertaker at their funeral
when they experienced the fate of dis-
solution. The reasons given for Gov-
ernment interference had been various
but might be classified pretty generally
under three heads. In the first place,
it was said that a great number of
persons accepted a policy witbout
being fully aware of the terms on
which it was to be granted; that an
agent, perhaps in some country place,
sought out his victims, made a
specious representation, received a
deposit, gave a receipt, and, at some
su bsequent date, forwarded a policy.
It might not be amiss-not perhaps at
that late stage of the Session and of
the Bill, but at some future time-to
enact that no agreement of that kind
should be valid except when thereceipt
of the agent contained an abstract of
the terni of the policy. If that were
adopted, the objection would be to a
certain extent avoided. Then it was
said---he thought his hon. friend from
Waterloo was very eloquent on the
point---that this was not a matter so
much affecting the contractor, the
person who assured, as his widow and
orphans. le believed he (Mr.Dyrmond)
had as much right to be concerned with
regard to those whom he would leave
behind him as the hon. member for
South Waterloo; but he did not con-
sider it was his duty to ask Parliament
to supply his deficiency if he failed to
take care to provide for his family.
If the country were to do that, they
might as well have one vast infirmary,
hospital or institute within which all
could take refuge for whom proper
provision had not been made by their
natural protectors. Then it was said
that agents and canvassers were
especially deceitful. They all knew
something about agents and canvassers.
IHis (Mr.Dymond's) agents had no doubt

en11 most trustworthy and reliable

people. and when sent out on political
missions were always fair and reliable.
But there were agents, political agents,
not trustworthy, who did sometimes
make false representations, who li belled
political opponents ,who extolled highly
the merits of political friends; but
Parliament did not pass Acts to prc-
tect anybody against them. Then
there were agents who furnishod quack
remedies and patent medicines, yet the
State had not provided any protection
against their representations ; and it
rather eneouraged the importation of
such remedies into the country as a
source of revenue. Then there were
agents who induced people to purchase
spurious patent mouse-traps and many
other things known as Yankee notions,
by which, in some cases, people were
defrauded of their money; but against
which no legislative remedy was pro-
vided. Unless Parliament was pre-
pared to enter into a grand crusade
against agents in general, and
against all persons who might be sent
out on any mission whatever, as the
representatives of certain principles or
interests, either in the market, the
political arena or elsewhere, he did not
think they need be so specially con-
cerned as to the acts of agents who
migh t obtain a livelihood by canvassing
for ins urance premiums. Having
offered those remarks as a mild protest
against the Bill, he did not desire to
offer to the measure any further oppo-
sition, for it had been well considered,
both by the Government and in the
Banking and Commerce Committee;
he was, therefore prepared to surren-
der hisjudgmentto those interested,not
only in framing the Bill, but in submit-
ting it to the,louse in its present shape.
He desired to second the observations
of the hon. member for Cumberland in
favour of Government insurance. He
believed that, instead of attempting to
regulate and manage the affairs of
private companies, it would be fiar bet-
ter that the Government should act as
in the case of the Savings Bank, and
become the insurance medium of the
country. But it would probably be a
long time before that systemi could
possi bly attain anything like extensive
proportions. He would therefbre take
tie liberty of suggesting that in that
matter they might proceed on an
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experimental and tentative principle.
Lt bad occurred to him that, in the
first instance, it might be advisable
through the medium of the Govern-
ment Savings Bank, to take insurances
or to grant deforred endowments for a
certain limited amount, perhaps $500
or $1,000. That could be done at very
little expense. Of course it could be
confined to certain districts, but they
would be chiefly in the neighbourhood
of cities and large towns, where insur-
ance of that class was most necessary
and most likely to be availed of. If
the cost of the medical examination
were paid by the person who desired
to be insured, there would be little
expense incurred in issuing a class
of policies of the description referred
to. Then there came in another class
of insurances which might also be sub-
jected to a Government guarantee, and
respecting which a scheme had
recently been set on foot. By this
plan, it was provided that the
whole assets of the Company should be
invested in Government funds at a low
rate of interest, say 4 per cent. The
premiums in that case would be low,
the profits not large-as they were in
the cases mentioned by the hon. mem-
ber for Stanstead (Mr. Colby) where
large amounts were invested by com-
panies at very high rates of interest,
and very high profits were divided,-
but, while the premiums would be
low, and the rate of profit not high, the
security would be unquestionable. He
thought, if the public were aware that
there existed, first, the opportunity, so
far as policies for small sums were con-
cerned, of having the absolute security
of the (-overn ment, and, secondly, that
there were offices of which the security
was almost absolute, those modes of
insurance would be exceeding popular
and the ordinary system of insurance
might be left to take its chance with-
out the costly machinery provided
for supervising that branch of busi-
ness throughout the country. Per-
sons would bave an opportunity of
making their choice, and it would be
their fault if they elected to go into
an undertaking which was not able to
give absolute security. The great
principle of self reliance and individual
independence, it seemed to him, would
be imperilled by the class of legislation

Mr. DyxoeD.

of which the present Bill was an
illustration.

Mr. WOOD said the American
agents had said that if this Bill passed
they would be forced to leave the
country. He held in his hand a letter
from Mr. Walter Burke, agent of one
ofthe leading companies of the United
States, from which it appeared there
was no foundation in this. The
American companies, indeed, found
the business here of too profitable a
character for them to withdraw on
account of the passage of this Bill. Mr.
Burke said:

" I wisb you to understand that the New
York Life Insurance Company is not going
to cease doing business in Canada. * • •
should the Bill you refer to pass as law * * *
The questions involved are too lengthy to
ut here, but I can assure you the New York

Life has no intention of being driven out of
Canada, and should the Bill becone law, we
shall still continue to do business and we
predict that nine-tenths of all the business
in future will be done by two or three of the
first-clase American conpanies. We shall
then be on equal footing with the Canadian
companies as regards the ternis of the law,
besides having advantages of which they
know nothing."

It would appear from this that the
American companies would remain in
Canada, but even should they leave we
had enough public spirit and companios
strong enough to do ail the business
that was required. Insurance companies
on the other side did not seem to be in
a very good condition. They could
scarcely take up any New York paper
without reading that some company
had passed into the hands of the
receiver. The Security Life, which had
borne a good name and might, if it bad
core to Canada, have been received
with as much confidence as other
American companies, had recently
failed. It had been found that the
most corrupt perjury had been resorted
to by that company, in order to keep
things straight before the Insurance
Inspector. The report of the Inspector
who examined into its affairs said:

" The last sworn statement of its officials,
as of Dec. 31, 1875, showing a surplus Of
$515,034, in conparison with the present
deficiency of $2,053,824, makes it a plain
duty to place on the records of the depart-
ment a statement of the chicanery and
fraud that characterize the previous exhibits
of the company."

Amendment Bill.(CO MMONS.]
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This company had been doing busi-
ness under a system of fraud and de-
ception from the beginning. lie was
quite prepared to admit that the prin-
cipal American companies doing busi-
ness in Canada were respectable, and
deserving of the consideration of the
policy-holders; but their business
should be surrounded with the safe-
guards provided in this Bill. The re-
port went on to say:

" The next item, where my examination
revealed a discrepancy between the statement
as made to the Department and the tacts as
I found then, was the return of' cash in
bank and ofEce, $205,708.68.' At no time
during 1875 did any such balance exist as an
asset of the company, nor lias it existed as
such since. By ineluding the receipts up to
the 20th January, 1876, the books were made
to show a balance of $55,708.68; but, as a
matter of fact, it is donbtful if, at any time
during the period mentioned, there was one-
tenth of that sum subject to the cheque of
the officers. To the forced exhibit above
described, $150,000 was added to' give a good
appearance to the statement,' although the
credit had no foundation in fact, and in-
volved deliberate perjury on the part of the
company's officials swearing to it."

ion. members had been asked how
much of the money taken ont of Canada
had returned in the shape of matured
policies. le had a statement which
showed that only 20 per cent. returned,
that 15 per cent. of the premiums was
consumed in expenses in this country,
and that the balance went into the
pockets of the American companies.
If they wished to give security to
policy-holders, the amendment offered
by the bon. member for South Waterloo
ought to be adopted.

Mr. SMITHl (Selkirk) said very few
questions came before this House which
so intimately affected the interests of
the whole people as the one under dis-
cussion. H e thought the Bill was a
stop in the rigbt direction, but it
scarcely went far enough. The hon.
member for North York (Mr. Dymond)
seemed to consider that we should
look upon the efforts of life insurance
agents as we would upon sewing
machine and patent medicine agents.
He did not agree with the hon. gentle-
man. If a man bought a bad sewing
machine or took a bad patent medicine,
the effect rested with the individual;
but the efforts of the life insurance
agent went further than the individual,
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they extended to those dependent upon
him and for whom he had to make-
provision. That being I he case, policy-
holders ought to have the largest
amount of proteetion and security
possible. The hon. member for North
York seemed to think that the defec-
tion of the hon. member for Waterloo
was to be regretted. He (Mr. Smith)
thought it showed a spirit of indepen-
donce on tbe part of that hon.
gentleman greatly to his credit.
This was inot a political ques-
tion, nor was it looked upon as
such by the louse; and he thought
members on both sides, who wished to-
see the interests of Canadian policy-
holders protected, would support the-
amendment of the hon. member for
Waterloo, as without it the Bill
scarcely went far enough. He did not
think the American companies
were in as solvent and secure a state
as was desirable. The system of in-
spection had not met the case, but, in
his opinion, the amendment would give
the security which was required by
the publie.

Mr. YOUNG said before the ques-
tion was put he wished to reply
briefly to some arguments advanced
in opposition to the amendment. It
was very unfair for any hon. gentle-
man in discussing this question to de-
clare that those advocating this amend-
ment were actuated by a desire to
favour Canadian companies. He might
say for himself that he bad been actu-
ated by no such feeling whatever, and
he threw back that statement to the
bon. gentleman who had made it. He
had taken the position ho had after
full consideration, and after he had seen
the vast development of life insurance
among the people of this country, and
also the very great number of losses
and failures among these companies
across the lino. Under these circum-
stances he felt it to be his duty as a repre
sentative of the people to endeavour,
if possible, to see that, if additional
security was to be given to Canadian
policy-holders as proposed, it was a
real security, and one that could al-
ways be depended upon when they went
to look for it. He was very much
pleased with the fair and and id tone
in whieh the Minister of Finance
referred to the amendment he had had

Insurance Acts [APRIL 6, 1877.J .



1218 Insurance Acts

the honour to move, but he was not at fouse. The hon, gentleman eharged
all convinced by the hon. gentleman's him with moving a protectionist reso-
reasoning. The hon. gentleman took hition, and the hon. member for Yar-
the ground, as he had done on other mouth had been good enough te refer
occasions-and he had no doubt he to i in the same sente. The hon. mem-
-candidly held tiese views-that, ber for West York (Mr. Blain) had
in a malter of this kind, those described him as an extrerne Free-
who insured on the mutual principle trader, but, as a matter offact, ho had
did it wvith their eyes open, and cotld neyer beld extrene free-trae vews
Jiudge for tb Sel-7es; and the hon. the ine had explained, on more than one
Minister of the Interior ld them b the occasion on the floor of the B huse,
people could ma e contracts for them- that, hilst he approved of the
selves, nd that they were asking the general principles of free trade, ho be-
jGovernment t do for the people what lieved the truc fiscal policy for Canada
the people could do better for them- was a Revenue Tarif running neither
selves. ifs aiswer to this was-the to extreme free trade ner extreme pro-
iBill of the t-'ovu*nmoit. That argu- tetion. H e maintained, however, that
ment, if it possessed any force ut ail, this w is lot a question involving thewas an argunment a nst thegneral o prinipeonf It was im-

li~ teG-vr-pievedpte treOisapoiyfrCnd

ment Bi, aod agaiast any security properly se desari d, and this argu-
being provided for Canadian policy- ment was brouglt up with the view et
holders. le subnitted to the louse, defeating his motion by a side wind
that having brought in a Bill, the instend of on ils merits. lle regarded
priaciple of which was, that addititnal life insurance vers mnh i the same
securiLie should be given te Capadian light as the money plaed by maiy

olicy-hollers, an(l a full reserve put people in savings bank, in order te lay
u), the F"inance Miiuter was debarred up sometliabr for u rainyda ; money

romn arguing that the people could fas invegse mo in bif y iirance in verd
iidge for theinselves in these matters. ucli the same way, and ie knew of

It wasjust bocause the people were net nothing sadder than for a man te puy
able teo der s, and beaause ail Govern- year atter year for a large portion of
ments considered that life insurance his life an aount of meney in this
difered frng ordinary business, that ay, denying te hi damily ani himself
guarantees wcre considcred necessary certain cornforts and advantages, in
foid those who invested money in these order that whmn aee did they rsig.t
institutions. be a listened with some have some noeans of suprt, and the
attention te the remarks of the hon, te find that, before this time ame, the
foember for North York, and, li must corpany failed, and that ittle ori nte-
say that he (Mr. Dymond) was the ing was left of ail 1i had devoted te
first speaker, so far as he was aware, this purpese during a large portion of
who had made any remarks of a nature lis life. It vas incorrect, he repeated,
calculated to cause any feeling between te describe this question as eue te
members who were discussing this which the principle of protection ap-
question. It was not the first time he pliod, but, if il hud applied, the member
had addressed him (Mr. Young) in that for North York ought te have urged il
tone, and it ill-became the hon. gen- against the Goverament Bil itself. It
tieman. It would ill-become an hon. was open te the vcry same objection in
gentleman, occupying a position in that respect, because, as 1i understood
the G-jovernment et the day, to speak its prineiple, it was that those who in-
in that tone ; but it was simply intoler- sured in these cempunies ought te 1w
able in an hon. gentleman who only protected te a fair and reasenuble ex-
held the saine position he himself did, tent. The member for North York
as a humble representative of the peo- had net argued in a very courteous
ple; and he would tell the hon. gen- tene, nor wus the hou. gentleman more
tieman that this tone, when adopted consistent i lis argument. The hon.
towards supporters of the Government, gentleman had objected te thc measure
was not likely to be any more popular being placed under the centrol of the
than when used towards hon. genti- Government for the benefit offCanadian
mon itting on the other side of the policy-hoders alone, and yet ho close

Mhi. lYOUif.
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his remarks by stating that not only
the reserves but the profits as well
should be held by the Government for
the benefit of these policy-holders. The
hon. gentleman began by arguing in
favour of free trade in life insurance
and ended by arguing in favour
of an extreme measure of protection,
holding that the Government should
wipe out all Canadian, British and
American companies and do the whole
business themselves.

Mr. DYMOND said he desired to
correct the hon. gentleman. He had
suggested that there were three or
four methods-one based on absolute
Government security; another on ab-
solute security while Government in-
surance companies were allowed to
carry on business, as was at present
the case, availing themselves of any
business that might come to them with-
out the slightest interference, or with-
out more interference, than the general
inspection to which they were always
accustomed.

Mr. YOUNG said the impression
left on his mind by the bon. gentle-
man's argument was as he had stated
it. What stronger measure of protec-
tior-if it was proper to use that term
at all in this connection-could there be
than for the Government to do the whole
of the life insurance business them-
selves ? The proposition of tho hon.
member for Stanstead was open to a
serious objection-it was impracticable.
It was difficult for the Superintendent
of Insurance to examine into the state
of companies in our own country; and
he ventured to say that the ablest man
that could be obtained could not make
a full report on the affairs of some
large foreign companies of this kind in
les than five or six months; hence it
was really impracticable. He entirely
denied the correctness of the statement
that, if his motion was carried, it would
drive American companies out of the
country. The bon. member for Ham-
ilton (Mr. Wood) had read a letter
shewing that the New York Mutual
Company,with a capital of $30,000,000,
one of the largest and best companies
doing business in this country, intended
tO Continue doing business bore if the
Bill of last year, which was more re-
stlctive than the present one, had been
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adopted. They made too much money
out of the people of Canada to be will-
ing to withdraw without very good
reason for doing so; and under the Bill
they had until March, 1878, to get their
charter amended if that were necessary.
If his motion were adopted, in fifteen
years it was calculated there would be
a full reserve for the whole of the
insurance policies held in this country.
The bon. member for Stanstead said
that American rates of insurance were
lower than Canadian, and that the cost
of managing a large American com-
pany, in which he was insured, was a
mere trifle compared to its receipts ;
but there were very few United States
companies the cost of carrying on
whose business did not amount to at
least 30 per cent., and in many cases
it was 40 or 50 per cent. Some of
these large American companies also
failed-for example the Continental.
It had swallowed up three or four other
companies and then failed itself, pay-
ing but a small percentage on the
dollar. A very large company, the
largest he believed in the Western
States, the St. Louis Mutual, a few
years ago began business in Canada
and made the requisite deposit. Since
thon it had failed, and although not
many Canadians lost, still the failure
ought to warn us of our danger. The
recent investigation in the State of
New York into the affairs of these
companies revealed the grossest ex-
travagance, dishonesty, and fraud as
having been perpetrated on the public
by some of them, caused largely no
doubt by undue competition. -He found
the following in an article which
appeared a few days ago in that able
journal, the Toronto Globe: -

" Life Insurance Companies have, for
sonie Tinme past, in the United States
especially, been on their trial, and it scarcely
seems to be as yet quite settled whether they
are to be regarded as a great blessing or
soimething of a delusion and a snare. Recent
investigations have shown that too many of
these are conducted on a very loose, unsatis-
factory basis, and that their officiais have
been guilty of frauds and cruelties which
oughtlong ere this to have sent then to the
States' Prison. Some of these companies
have heen forced into liquidation, and many
facta of the most scandalous character have
been brought out in the course of the in-
vestigations rendered necessary. Robbery,
with some of them, has been shown to have
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been reduced to a science, ant has been
carried through with a remorselessness to the
possession of which few ordinary foot-pads
could justly lay claim. The investigations
still going on under the care of the Legisla-
ture of New York have awakened a great deal
of suspicion, and have interfered even with
legitimate business."

Tho proposal contained in his reso-
lution would not do any injustice what-
ever to the policy-holders in these
companies in the United States.lt asked
that reserves in proportion to the
premiums contributed by Canadians,
ishould be held in this country for the

benefit of Canadian policy-holders, and
the portion paid in the United States
could be retained and reserved for
their people, as well as all profits
obtained on the business done. He
thought there was no injustice to
American policy-holders in the pro-
posal, but that it was fair and just and
ought to commend itself to the members
of the House. Their first duty was to
look after the interests of Canadian
policy.holders. The Bill of the Gov-
ernment admitted that some additional
security was necessary; its principle
was that a full reserve ought to be put
up in Canada as against the policies
issued by the foreign companies. The
Bill either went too far or did not go
far enough. If the argument that the
people were able to judge for them-
selves in such matters were sound, then
no additional security was necessary,
and there was no necessity for a full
reserve. But, if the principle of the
Bill was correct, that additional security
and a full reserve were necessary, then
he maintained that the reserve should
be made a reality by being held for
Canadian policy-holders only. If it was
subjeet to the losses of these companies
all over the world, then it might dis-
appear like the morning dew, and some
daybring disaster to many a Canadian
family.

Question put, and amendment to the
amendment (Mr. Colby) negatived, on
the following Division:-

YEAS :

Messieurs
Gillmor
Harwood
Killam
Macmillan
McCarthy
Ouimet
Palmer

Coupal
Dewdney
Farrow
Ferguson
Fraser

Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Baby
Béchard
fenoit
Bernier
Bertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Blain
Blake
Bolduc
Borden
Borron
Bowell
Boyer
Brouse
Brown
Buell
Bunster
Burk
Burpee (St. J
Burpee (Sun
Carmichael
Caron
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain
Cauchon
Charlton
Cheval
Christie
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Cook
Costigan
Cunningham
Currier
Cuthbert
Daoust
Davies
Dawson
DeCosmos
Delorme
Desjardins
De St. Georg
DeVeber
Donabue
Dymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Flesher
Flynn
Forbes
Galbraith
Gaudet
Geoffrion
Gibbs (North
Gibbs (South
Gibson
Gillies
Goudge
Greenway
Guthrie
Hagar
Haggart
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Stephenson
Thompson (Cariboo)j
Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Wright (Pontiac).-23

NAYS:

Messieurs
Kirk
Kirkpatrick
Laflamme
Lajoie
b anderkin
Langevin
Lanthier
Laurier
Little
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (Kingston)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
McDonald(CapeBreton)
MacDonnell
Macdougall (E. Elgin)
McDougall (S. Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
McKay (Colchester)
Mackenzie
McCallum
McCraney

ohn) McGregor
bury) McIntyre

Mclsaac
McLeod
McNab
McQuade
Masson
Metcalfe
Mills
Mitchell
Moffat
Monteith
Oliver
Orton
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pinsouneault
Platt
Plumb
Pope (Compton)
Pouliot
Power
Ray

es Richard
Robinson
Robitaille
Rochester
Ross (East Durham)
Ross (West Middlesex>
Ross (Prince Edward)
Rouleau
Roy
Ryan
Schultz
Sdriver
Shibley

Ontario) Short
Ontario) Smith (Peel)

Smith (Selkirk)
Smith (Westmoreland>
Snider
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thibaudeau
Thompson(Haldimand>

Bain
Barthe
Blanchet
Bourassa
Brooks
Camneron
Colby

Mr.IYOUNG.
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Hall Thomson (Welland)
Higinbotham Trow
Holton Tupper
Horton Vail
Huntington Wallace (Albert)
Hurteau Wallace(SouthNorfolk)
Irving White(North Renfrew)
Jetté Wood
Jones (South Leeds) Workman
Kerr Young.-157.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Young) negatived, on the following
Division:-

Messieurs
Appleby McDonald(CapeBreton)
Baby McKay (Colchester)
Benoit Macmillan
Bertram McCallum
Blackburn McCraney
Blanchet McQuade
Bowell Masson
Brouse Metcalfe
Cameron Mitchell
Caron Moffat
-Casgrain Monteith
Cimon Orton
Costigan Ouimet
Currier Palmer
Cnthbert Pette
Daoust Pinsonneault
DeCosmos Platt
Desjardins Plumb
Dewdney Pope (Compton)
Donahue Pouliot
Farrow Robinson
Ferguson Robitaille
Fiset Rochester
Flesher Rouleau
Fraser Roy
Gaudet Short
Gibbs (North Ontario) Smith (Selkirk)
Gibbs (South Ontario) Stephenson
Greenway Thompson (Cariboo)
Haggart Tupper
Farwood Wallace (Albert)
Hurteau Wallace(S.Norfolk)
Jones (South Leeds) White (East Hastings)
Kirkpatrick White (North Renfrew)
Langevin Wood
Lanthier Workman
Littie Wright (Pontiac)
Macdonald (Cornwall) Young.-77.
Macdonald (Kingston)

SYs:
Messiears

Archibald Higinbotham
Aylmer Holton
Bain Horton
Barthe Huntington
Béchard Irvi.ng
Bernier Jetité
Biggar KerrBlain Killam
Blake Kirk
Bolduc Laflamme
Borden Lajoie
Borron Landerkin
Bourassa Laurier
Boyer Macdonald (CentreBrooks Toronto)Brown MacDonnell
BuelU Macdougall (EastElgin,Bunster McDougall (S.Renfrew)

Burk MacKay (Cape Breton)
Burpee (St. John) Mackenzie
Burpee (Sunbury) McCarthy
Carmichael McGregor
Cartwright MeIntyre
Casey Mclsanc
Cauchon Mcbeod
Charlton McNab
Cheval Milis
Christie Oliver
Church Paterson
C ockburn Perry
Coffin Pickard
Colby Power
Cook Ray
Cunningham Richard
Davies Ross (East Durham)
Dawson Ross (West Middlesex)
Delorme Ross (Prince Edward)
De St. Georges Ryan
DeVeber Schultz
Dymond Seriver
Ferris Shibley
Fleming Smith (Peel)
Flynn Smith (Westmoreland)
Forbes Snider
Galbraith St.Jean
Geoffrion Twschereau
Gibson Thibaudeau
Gillies Thompson (Ialdinand)
Gillmor Thomson (Welland)
Goudge Trow
Guthrie Vail
Hagar Wrighý (Ottawa Co
Hall -104.

Question pMut on the third reading.
Mr. CAMERON said ho thought a

more medium course should be adopt-
ed. As he understood it, the objection
to the amendment of the hon. member
for South Waterloo was that it drove
all American companies out, inasmuch
as all policies which wcre mutual
would be affected under the words of
the 16th clause. It seemed to him
that the objection only applied to
policies issued by muttial companies.
It was said that putting up money in
Canada for the exclusive benefit of
Canadian policy-holders would be a
violation of their charters. But that
did not apply to cases of stock com-
pan ies which also did business upon the
mutual principle of allowing a number
of the policy-holders to share in the
profits. It would be reasonable to ex-
clude them from the provision of the
Act, so as to make their reserves for
the exclusive benefit of Canadian
policy-holders. le therefore moved:

" That the said Bill be tiot now read the
third time, but be referred back to Commit-
tee of the whole House, with instructions
that ther shall have power to amend Section
16 of the Bil, by providing that the reserves
to be held by ali foreign insurance compan-
ies, not incorporated as mutual compamies
only, and prohibited by their charter Act of
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incorporation, or articles of association of
the Conpany, from setting apart any portion
of thieir assets for the benefit of any special
number of their policy-holders, shal be held
solely for the benefit of Canadian policy-
holders."

Mr. TUPPER said his hon. friend
simply meant to strike out from the
clause the words " and from the con-
ditions of the policy."

Mr. BLAIN said he thought the Act
correct as it stood. The amendment
was intended to cover what were con-
sidered as " mixed " companies ; that
was, companies that had business upon
both stock and mutual principles, and
the Bill expressly confined the opera-
tion of it to those policies which had
been effected upon the stock principle.
-He did not think the amendment would
benefit the Act in any way.

Mr. COLBY said there were certain
companies which were essentially mu-
tual companies, but which had a small
constituency of shareholders. Such a
company would be virtually excluded
from the intent of the Act, as being
virtually mutual. He might instance a
company of that kind doing business in
Canada, whose assets amounted to
$22,000,000, out of which only $150,000
was held by stockholders, and by the
ternis of organization of that company,
the dividend which could be paid upon
that stock was linited to 10 per cent
So that the interest of the stockholders
was very moderate. If the amendment
of the hon. member Ior SouthWaterloo
was objectionable, so also was the
amendment now proposed.

Mr. WOOD said it would be incon-
sistent with the vote already taken to
sanction the amendment, which was
aimed purely at stock companies.

Amendment negatived on a Division.
Bill read the third time and passed.

BANK SHAREHOLDERS YOTING
BILL.-[BILL No. 107.]

(3 1 r. Cartwright.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the second tine, considered
in Committee of the Whole, reported,
read the third time, and passed.

Mr. C AME RoN.

IMPROPER USE OF FIREARMS
BILL.-[BILL No. 79.]

(Mfr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

louse resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 79)
To make provision against the im-
proper use of firearms.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. BLAKE moved that the words
C or air-gun " should be inserted after
the word " pistol."

Amendment agreed to.
Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-

ported.
House resuned.
Bill reported.
Amendments read the first and second

times, and agreed to.
Bill read the third time, and passed.

House adjourned at
Thirty minutes after

Eleven o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Saturday, 7th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

GOVERNMENT PRINTING IN
NEW BRUNSWICK.

RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Order for House to go again into
Committee of Supply, read.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair.

Mr. BOWELL said, before the
Speaker left the Chair, he desired to
bring under the notice of the House a
question which had been agitated in
the press and amoig the people of the
country for the last two years. He
might premise by saying that he would
have brought this matter before the
House at an eailier period, had the
Government made the motion at an
earlier period to go into Committee of
Supply; but, having taken up oth er
business on all Government days with-
out making the motion to go into-
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Supply, ho was unable to pursue the
course he had marked ont for himself,
and make the motion he desired to
place in the Speaker's hands. It was
well known that for some time, not
only in the House, but out of the louse
and in the press, the question of Gov-
ernment patronage to members of the
flouse had been freely discussed, and
in order that the House might fairly
understand the subject he desired to
discuss at the prescrit moment,he would
read the resolution ho was about to
more:-

" That the Speaker do not now leave the
Chair, but that it be resolved, That, in the
opinion of this House, it is inexpedient and
improper for the Governiment to enter into any
agreement or contract whereby public money
is paid to menimbers of Parliamnent-snch as
the Postmnaster-General's Reports of 1875 and
1876, and the vouchers laid on the table of
this House on the 15th of March ult., show
to have been paid to Timiothy Warren Anglin,
a member of this House for the county of
eloucester ; nanely, $8,126.31 for the year
eled 3Oth June, 1875, and $10,263.24 for the
year ended 30th June, 1876, and $2,709.55
heing for the quarter ended 30th September,
1876, in pavinent for printing and stationery
done for and furnishîed bv hini to the Post
Office Departmient of Canada 'per agree-
ment ;' as shown by the return laid before
Parliament bv the ~Postnaster-General on
tLe Ist March'last, and the vouchers reported
to lthe House bv the Select Standing Coi-
mnittee on Public Accounts on th'e 15th
Marci, 1877-as such payments are in con-
travention of an Act passed in the 31st year
of Her Maiesty's reign intituled: • An Act
further to secure the independence of Parlia-
mltent,' which provides that : 'No person,
wlhatsoe ver, holding, enjoying,u ndertaking or
executing, directly or indirectly,alone or with
anyother, by hirnelfor by the interposition
of any trustee or third party, any contract or
agreement with Her Majesty, or with any
public officer or Department, with respect to
the publie service of Canada,or under which
any public money of' Canada is paid for any
service or work, shal] be eligible as a member
of the House of Commons, nor shall he sit or
vote in the sane;' and are calculated to
detract from the independence of the members
of this fHouse."

fie had taken this course instead of
that whieh had been pursued on many
occasions in the Imperial Parliament,
when circumstances of a similar
or analogous character had been
brought before the House,-that of
moving for the issue of a writ
or the reference to a Select Com-
mittee, in order to decide whether
the member so receiving publie money

for services rendered had vacated his
seat. H1e statod frankly that he lad
taken this course because it was the
precedent laid down by the gentlemen
who now occupied the Treasury
Bonches, when they occupied seats on
that side of the louse, and, as far as it
was possible, other than relating to the
circumstances, he had adopted the
language used by the presen 1i inister
of Justicewhen he moved his rosolution
condemnatory of the late Government,
for employing Col. Gray, then a mem-
ber of Parliament. It might not be,
however, out of place, or improper, to
refer to the course that had been pur-
sued in the Parliament of England
upon questions of this character, and,
with the indulgence of the House, he
proposed to recite a few prece-
dents which he had been enabled
to gather from looking at
Hansard and other Parliamentary
documents in the Library. He
found, as early as 1826, that a most
peculiar case was brought before the
House in the case of Mr, Bish, who, at
that time, had contracted with the
Government for the drawiig of a
lottery,-he could scarcely conceive
that such strong objections to lottery
and gambling existed then as this
Parliament, at least, had shownî during
the present Session, -but in that case
the drawing of this lottery was to
have taken place at a certain date ; and,
aceording to the agreement with the
Lords of the Treasury, the
drawing was delayed until a
a later period in that year, and before
the drawing took place an election was
held, at which Mr. Bish was returned.
The drawing having taken place subse-
quently, this matter was brought be-
fore Parliament, and the election was
declared null and void, and Mr. Bish
was obliged to return to his constitu-
ency, Mr. Speaker having, on the order
of a Special Committee, issued a new
writ. In November, 1847, they had
the case of Mr. Cowan, who was elected
for the city of Edinburgh. After having
been elected it was ascertained that he
had an interest or was interested in a
contract with the Stationery Depart-
ment of the Govornment. The result
of that having been called to his notice,
the election was declared null and void,
and a new writ was issued. In another
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case, in 1809-he was referring to these
cases to show that the course pursued
there had been consistent from the
time of the passage of the Indepen-
dence of Parliament Act up to the

present day-in the Dumfriesshire elec-
tion Sir Sydney Waterlow was the
member elected, and a motion was
made to vacate the seat, and it was
su bsequently ascertained that this
member had a stationery account, or a
stationery contract,and furnished some
Departments of the Government; and,
on motion of Mr. Chambers, a Select
Committee was appointed and the
result was that bis seat was declared
vacant and a new writ issued. This
-was considered to be a somewhat harsh
interpretation of the law at that time,
-and Mr. Ryland asked the Government
whether they intended to repeal it. and
Mr. Gladstone replied that they did
not. Mr. Ryland, however, thought
it should be, and lie used this lan-
guage:-

That the Act was passed when a vast
amount of jobbery had been perpetrated in
connection with the members of the House,
and when members represented rotten
borouglis, and ouly caine into Parliament
for the purpose of naking inerchandise of
their seats.

Nothwithstanding this language, and
notwithstanding the desire expressed
by many members of the Imperial
Parliament at that time in favour of
the relaxation of the law, the Govern-
ment steadilv refused to do it, except
to meet one case, and that vas in the
case of Baron Rothschild, a member
elect for the city of London, whose
case was also brought before the liouse
by an hon. member, he having entered
into a contract for the negotiation of a
loan of sixteen millions sterling for the
Governinent. That case was referred
to the Select Committee, who reported
in favour of tbe Baron, and be was not
unseated ; but so grave were the doubts
in the minds of members of the House
which seated him at that time, as to
the interpretation of the Independence
of Parliament Act, that it was so
amended as to specially exempt mem-
bers of that character, who were eni-
ployed, or might, in the future, be em-
ployed, to negotiate loans on behalf of
the Govern ment. But they had a
much later case-one as late as 1874

Mr. BOWELL.

-and this case was somewhat analo-
gous to one that, in all probability,
judging from the Notice Paper, would
be brought under the consideration
of the House at a very early date.
le found, in referring to IHansard's
Debates, volume 218, March 19th, 1874,
that Mr. Ramsay was elected for Fal-
kirk. Subseq uently, he (Mr. Ramsay)
ascertained that he owned 4-64th
shares of a steamer which had con-
tracted for the carrying of the mails
between the mainland and one of
the adjacent islands. The amount paid
to this company was £150 sterling per
annum. Mr. Ramsay divested himself
of bis share-that was, he sold it; but,
notwithstanding this fact of his having
done so, it was held by bis legal ad-
viser that he could not take his seat ;
he refused to take the oath, and a new
writ was issued. In this case his
share, as stated by himself, in the
contract, amounted to the sum of
£9 7s. 6d. per annum, and yet the re-
ceipt of that insirnificant sum in the
contract was sufficient to justify Mr.
Ramsay in refusing to take the oath
and bis seat. It might be a matter of
regret in this country that members
did not hesitate to take mueh larger
sums of money for the conveyance of
freight by steamers in ditferent sec-
tions of the country; but, however, as
this was not pertinent to the question
at the present moment, ha would not
refer to it. Now, what was their posi-
tion in this country in reference to
this subject? When the gentlemen
who now occupied the Treasury
benches were in Opposition, one of their
principles, or, to use what he might
term a Canadianism, one of the planks
in their plattorm, vas the question of
the independence of Parliament. They
well knew the many motions that
were made in this House upon that
question. He found, on referring to
the Journals, that, in 1868, as early a
period after Confederation as possible,
Mr. Blake moved, seconded by Mr.
Holton, a resolution to render all
officials ineligible. In 1869, Mr.
Mackenzie moved, seconded by Mr.
Holton, a motion to render it impos-
sible-or rather not impossible, be-
cause they had now illustrations of
the fact that it was not impossible to
do that, which was even contrary to
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law-but declaring it to ho objection-
.able for any member to receive pay-
ment under the grant for the assimila-
tion of provincial lines. The Ilouse
would remember at whom that motion
was aimed, and what the effect of it
was.

Mr. HOLTON: And the result.
Mr. BOWELL said they would come

to the result presently. It seemed some-
what strange-though not at all
strange, consilering the strong opin-
ions beld by the hon. member for
Chateauguay on this question--that he
should find in every single instance,
from 1868 down to 1871, the hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay (Mr. Holton)
seconded all the resolutions ho could
discover moved in the direction of the
independence of Parliament, and to
pievent, if possible, the payment to an y
member of the Hlouse by the Govern-
ment of the day, of any sums of
money.

Mr. HOLTON: That is quite true.
Mr. BOWELL said ho had no doubt

lie should find that, even now, notwith-
standing what those with whom he
(Mr. iHolton) formerly acted might
have done even at this day, ho had not
only not changed his mind, but also he,
would not be much mistaken, as also
would be the House and the country,
if he found the hon. gentleman voting
in favour of the perpetuation of a prin-
ciple that he had so long condemned.
In 1871, he found Mr. Blake moving,
seconded by Mr. iHolton, a motion
declaring it improper for any
publie emoluments to be paid to
any member of the House. In 1871,
Mr. Blake moved, seconded by Mr.
Hlolton, the passage of a Bill to
render the Senate independent. Not
satisfied with endeavouring to make
members of this House independent,
they also took under their protection
the other branch of the Legislature.
Again, in 1871, he found tha t Nlr. Blake
moved, seconded by Mr. Holton, to
declare the then Chairman of the Inter-
colonial Commission ineligible, though
the H1ouse knew well that the special
Act, making him eligible for a seat in
ths House, was passed before the Chair-
man was appointed. Again, in 1871,
Mr. Blake moved, seconded by Mr..
Hlolton, a resolution to declare sheriffs

and other officers of Local Govern-
ments ineligible to seats bore. Another
motion was made in 1s71 rendoring
Provincial Ministers and other mem-
bers of the Local Ilouse ineligible, for
reasons which those in Parliament at
that time knew well. NIembers of the
present Govermenit used very strong
language condemnai'ory of' tbis prin-
ciple, and he would ask ihe indulgence
of the Hlouse to show the position those
hon. gentlemen occupied a few years
ago to show how easily it was to change
fiont, to change position, and to change
opinion since they passed from the left
side of the Ilouse to the right.

Mr. HOLTON: Or from the right to
the left.

Mr. BOWELL said he understood
the insinuation, but as he had never
sat on that side of the louse the
remark could not apply to him, and if
the hon. member for Chateauguay
would refer to the Journals, he would
find that he voted against the then
Government, and recorded his name
with that of the hon. the Minister of
Justice on the question of rendering
the Senate independent, and upon the
motion attacking Col. Gray. During
bis first two years in Parliament he
voted against the motion, but when he
saw what ho believed to be evil results
which followed the employment of
members of the louse by the Govern-
ment, ho came to the conclusion that it
must, in some way or other, interfere
with their independence, and, having
came to that conclusion, he steadily
voted with those hon. gentlemen when
this question came up.

Mr. HOLTON: I meant not that the
hon. gentleman did, but that his party
did.

Mr. BOWELL said that ho had
already explained th)at, wh ile the party,
of which. he was an humble member,
took the ground they did, ho steadily
voted against them, and he hoped the
hon. member for Chateauguay would
be consistent, and follow his example
in that respect when the division took
place. The motion to which he refer-
red was as follows -

" That in the opinion of this House it is
inexpedient that any menber of this House
should, for the future, be enga ,ed in the ser-
viceof the Government of Canada in any
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paid employment, such as that in respect of
which the Hon. John Hamilton Gray, mem-
ber of the city and county of St. John, in
1868 entered into the receipt of $300 a nonth
for the public service.

When that motion was made the
present Prime Minister used this lan-
guage :

" A motion, however, to the saine effect
as the one before them was defeated, and it
would be renembered that last Session the
Opposition failed by only eighty votes to
carry a resolution which lie (Mr. Mackenzie)
had proposed, so that the hon. gentlemen
could not say that lie ever had the slightest
countenance or support in these transgres-
sions of a good public law, from the Opposi-
tion side of the House. They had taken a
consistent course on this inatter throughout,
and now, he was glad to see thiat the lion.
gentleman was comipelled, by the gross mi-
morality of the Act, and by the force of public
opinion, to put an end to systeni which had
proved to be a scandal and disgrace to this
Legisiature."

The terms of the resolution he had
read showed that while the payment
might be an infringement of the
spirit of the law as it existed, it was
not an infringement of the letter of
the law ; still, it -was declared by the
present leader of the Government, that
it created a gross publie scandal and im-
morality. Now, if the payment to an
eminent lawyer of $300 a month to
codify the laws and do work in
connectionî with the question of a
boundary line, how much greater must
that immorality and public scandal be
whon wc found the Government of the
day subsidizing, if lhe might use that
expression, the First Commoner to the
amount of from $8,000 to $10,000 a
yeur ? Tlat was a question which he
left for the House to decide, and for
the country to decide hereafter. But
the hour gentleman did not confine his
denunciations of the immorality of
sncb a practice to the Commons. On
every occasion, whether visiting bis
constituency or at publie demonstra-
tions, in the west or east, we found
him using' language equally strong.
In 1870, at the Reform banquet given
in Toronto, the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie
said:-

"The Government have tampered with
the Independence of Parliament Act. They
have loosened the reins of Parliamentarv im-
morality alike in the country and Parlia-
ment."

Mr. BoWELL.

1e could not conceive of any
stronger language than that to con
demn that of which he was now
guilty. At London the hon. gentle-
man said:-

" It was not right that legal gentlemen
should be employed by the Government
while they sat~in Parlia'ment, and were sup-
posed to represent independent constituen-
cies. Tlie Reform party wanted to put it
out of the power of any Government to wield
an influence of this kind."

At St. Catharines in 1870, the hon.
gentleman used this language:

" He would never accept office upon any
consideration ifin doing sohe had to abandon
the least of the principles he now professed.
The man who taught one thing in Opposition
and another when he was in power was a
demagogue in whom the people could have
no confidence."

He might occcupy the time of the
House for hours with further quotations
who the demagogues now were. An hon.
gentleman he observed was smiling.
There was a couplet he could quote,
but it perhaps might not bo polite or
parliamentary to do so.

Mr. DYMOND: Quote.

Mr. BOWELL said the hon. gentle-
man was sufficiently well acquainted
with the English bards to know to
what couplet he referred to, and he
might make the application. le had
an extract or two for the hon. gen-
tleman ; and would pay his respects
to the hon. member fir North York
(Mr. Dymond) in a short time, and
would endeavour to show the House
that lie could write one thing, when, if
he had consultect documents on the
table, he must have corne to a different
conclusion, or have written that which
ho knew to be incorrect. But the hon.
the Premier went on to say:

"He was prepared, at any moment, wlen
any Reformn Governient should corne mito
power, when they were ready to depart from
the principles which actuated them in Oppo-
sition, to take the sane ground against them
that lie took against their natural elemies
to-niglt."

The House would see whether the
hon. gentleman proposel to take that
ground against his own supp)1ters Who
had been subsidisel in the waypointed
out in the resolution, or whether he
intended to take what he (Mr. Bowell)
should deem-but he did not want the
hou. gentleman to accept his dictum-
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the more honorable course of resignirg
himself, and leave his supporters to
take what course they pleased. The
hon. Minister of the Interior had a
little to say on the occasion referred.
to, and as the hon, gentleman was
now one of those who were responsible
for the acts of the Government,
whether in his departnent or not, he
(Mr. Bowell) presumed he would not
take it amiss if he quoted to the House
a few of his utterances on the question.
The hon. gentleman did not make a
very long speech, as was his wont, but,
as ho usually did, he spokepertinently
and to the point. The hon. gentleman
was referring to the rotten boroughs
which existed in England ; he remarked
that the wealth of English members of
Parliaient placed them above the
temptations of any representative body
in this country. Re said:

"Oui position being difierent from tiat of
the Enclish Government in this respect de-
mntnîds i hfieren t safèguards. Our Govern-
ient should not be able to eniplov mem bers of
Parlianent. It was no longer possible to
influence English as it was Canadian rnem-

Whatever patronage their predeces-
sors might have exercised, it was quite
clear that the present Governient
were not long in office before they be-
gan to pursue the same policy and to a
much greater extent. He found, also,
in this debate to which he had referred,
that the hon. gentleman who moved
the resolution spoke feelingly, elo-
quently, and much to the amusement
of the Bouse : and as the hon. Minister
of Justice, upon one occasion, inforined
him that reading from his speeches was
the best thing ho could do, he would
indulge tbe bon. gentleman's vanity
for a few moments and edif- the Ilouse
by reading from the speech ho made
on that occasion. It would be a matter
of culiosity to know whether the hon.
gentleman was prepared to repeat the
language with regard to the Hon.
Tinothy Warren Anglin which lie
applied to the case of Col. Gray. Mr.
Blake was reported to have spoken as
follows.-

"Shortly after the first Session of the pre-
sent Parlianent, the Act, nisecalled a Bill,to establish the Independence of Parlianent,
Was ittroduced; and, in spite of the protest
of the Opposition, it became law in its pre-
sent objectionable shape. It was passed in
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the shape that, vhile it acknowledged the
independence of nenbers of this House was
likely to be sapped by a yearly salary, fee or
enohnent fron the Governmtent, it would
not in the least be interfèred withl, onlV if the
fee or salary be not annual. That was the
distinction, that toe indlelendence of a meu-
ber, who was employed by the year at a
yearly salary, would be interfered with ; but
the independence of a ntember who was em-
ployed for two years at a two years' salary,
or by the nonth at a nmonthlv salarv, would
not be interfered with in the least. Ie agreed
with the hon. inembers opposite that there
was a distinction between then, but it ltad
always appeared to himiit tiat the distinction
was in favour of the man wio was emnployed
yearly, for thten ie nigit mtantain his inde-
pendence; but if eniployed by the month, lie
would be the more submtissive servant. The
Opposition had endeavoured to prevent the
law from passntr in that shape, but were
defeated. On suÎ>sequent occasions, when
appointnents were niade whiclh they consid-
ered objectionable, they protested against
themt, but were defeated ; and now, when
this Parlianent was about to close, and
there had been ample evidence afforded of
how badly the Act worked, lie ventured to
appeal to the House to re-consider the ques-
tion, and to determine, guided not nerely by
reason, but by experience, that it was not
expedient in future tiat a person, in receipt
of such eniolument, shofuil have a seat in
this Cianber. There were instances of the
fact that a mtan need not have a long engage-
ment, and yet renain a long tine enployed.

hlie case to which he desired to apply a
renedy was one in which a man hield office
for nearly, if not quite, two years. The hon.
gentleman received large sums-sums which,

e thought, would stagger tfe House when
their attention should- be called to themi
For about two years the hon. nenber for St.
Jolhn, while holding a seat in tns House,
received fron the public funds as Commis-
sioner, or while in the emplov of the Minister
of Justice in the codification ofthe laws, or in
soine work for the Govertmentt,$3,600,-io,
not that ; only $300 a nonth, which was the
equivalent to that antount for the year, real-
izing for the two years a total of $7,200. Then
as Arbitrator, $5'.500 was paid toI him. ie
received what eaci imemiber got, a sessional
allowance of $600 a year, $1,200 for the Lwo
years ; and there was the mileage, the earned
nileage, amounting to $584. The hon. gen-
tlenan received fron the Governmnent mn
various ways, the total smin of $14,844, while
a private mteniber of Parliainent. He (Mr.
Blake) would contrast this vit4t the salary of
a Crown Minister. The yearly salary of a
Cabinet Minister was $5,000, which. with
mileage, amounted to less for two vears than
the hou. inember for St. John received within
the saine time. It was ti me that there should
be ar. end of this systen. The Houîse should
solemunly declare that it had not adduced to
the independence or dignity of this Chamber,
that its membert should have been in the
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pay of the Ministry of 'he day, whether that Mr.
pay were weekly, monthly or vearly. It did
seen to him that there were plentv of gentle- M
men quite conipetent for the purposes of the opio
Govervment, and by such men it should be at that
done, and that lion. memt bers who wished to occupy
pick up their criiumbs from the public table, after
should resigrn their seats in the Hoise. It
seened to himi that the Act recognized, but subje t
in the wronz way, that the distinction Ie- SO elo
-tween înonthlv and yearly hire had produced was
injurions restults. and should be amended for the mi
the future. He had no desire to iake per- mot th
sonal attacks, but when the lion. memiber for ii the
St. Jobn, a- a mnenber of this House, held an
office of emolumaet under the Governnment, a la,
he should expect suich criticisn. He had no evil.
objectinn that the lion. memblier shouild be the ho
enploved. But it was said to-dav that the reitera
hon. meiber had ceased to be emnployed.
Ie (Hr. Blake) was glad of it, for it now ~left ed 'n
the House clear of this case. For his own would
part he could say sincerely lie desired, if the Londo
hon. nember wished to be employed on the 1j1 Ir
public service, that lie should receive sucb Col. Gr
share of the public patronage of the House as ment of
lie was fit to earn, always on condition that Leeds, b
the lion. nember cease to hold a seat in this
louse while so enployed. Long mnight his In tl
gallant boson swell; long might him vest ment
pockets fill with the stream of the treasury tached
bench-s-but not while lie represented the ho1din

7people here." hethou
He had no doubt that the hon. mem-

ber held the same opinion to day; but munici
in the position he occupied whether he
would have the same boldness in de- Mr.
-claring fthem to the country that be munici
had in 1871, was a question which the stppos*
future alone could solve. The hon. either
gentleman was not satisfied even with adopted
that. -He said, in relation to what adopted
might be called, the " personalities " of Justice
the discussion calcula

"His opinion was, and he thoughît this gentien
night lad proved it, that the best wav of referrec
carrying an abstract principle was to impress two ye
upon the House the importance of it, by not tha
embodying in the resolution an illustration of Wou1d
its importance." oPposit

Precisely as he (Mr. Bowell) had beyond
done to-day, he having been, on that nt
occasion and upon that question, an not be
humble fil lower of the hon. gentleman, should
.and lie adhered to his opinions. would s

Mr. BLAKE : The lion. gentleman Pai to
mnoved an anendnent. e I

Mr. BOWELL: Yes, but not in the the yea
direction of destroying the principle. was pai
If the lion. gentleman will refer to the Post Ofi
matter he will find that I voted for the sum of
principle involved in his resolution-as 3Oth Ju
to the employment by monthly salary. $10,263.

Mr. BOWMELL.

in New Brunswick.

BLAKE: That is so.

BOWELL said these were the
is held by the hon. gentleman
time. le (Mr. Bowell) might
the time of the flouse long

six o'clock upon this very
, in which that hon. gentleman
quently, and with that force he
own to possess, impressed upon
nds of the electors whenever he
erm, the importance of adopting
legislative halls of this country
and rule in order to arrest this
One thing was quite clear, that

n. gentleman out of the House
ted the opinions he had express-
the House. He (Mr. Bowell)
give one or two quotations. In
i the hon. gentleman said:-
eference to tiis very expenditure ou
ay's eiployment, and to the appoint-

Mr. Smith, of one of the ridings of
y the 0 ntario Government. ' "

e case of Mr. Smith no emolu-
rom the Government wa at-
to it. Ie was trustee for the
and distribution of some funds,

gOht.

BLAKE: Arbitrator of the
palities.

BOWELL: For which the
palities had to pay him. He
ed it would not be considered
invidious or improper, if ho

the same line of argument
by the hon. the Minister of
to illustrate his subject and

te the amotnt which the hon.
an, to whom the resolution

d, had received within the last
ars. le had no doubt that, had
t precedent been set him, lie
be denounced by gentlemen

e for doing this, as travelling
the record. But what the

r of Justice did in 1871 it might
amiss that lie (Mr. Bowell)
epeat in 1877. And thus he
how how much money had been
the hon. member of the House

to, in his various positions.
Postmaster-General's return for
r 1875, it appeared that there
d to the Hon. T. W. Anglin, for
ice printing and stationery, the
$8,126.31; for the year ending
ne, 1876, for the same service
24. And a point to which ho



[ARIL 7, 1877.] in New Brunswick.

wished particularly to call the atten-
tion of the Hiouse, was the fhet that for
the quarter ending 30th September,
1876, there was paid the sum of
$2,?09.55. There were paid for two
years, salary as Speaker, $8,000; Ses-
sional allowance for two years, $2,000,
mileage $584, taking the same calcu-
lation as ,;e hon. the Minister of Justice
had with reference to Colonel Gray,
for both he and the Hon. Mr. Anglin
resided in the same city. These sums
made a total of $31,683.80 received in
two years, or nearly $16,000 per
annum, in addition to all the perqui-
sites attendant upon bis position as
First Commoner of the land. Carrying
out the same comparisons as the hon.
the Minister of Justice had, theylknew
that in the Cabinet the Premier
received but $8,000 a year, and other
Ministers $7,000, with tbeir sessional
allowances. So that this favoured
member, in order to violate the prin-
ciple which they had professed,
received nearly double the amount
which the Cabinet Ministers received.
le might go further, and paraphrase
the hon. the Minister of Justice's
speech, and s-ty: " Let the hon. gen-
tleinans gallant bosom swell, and his
vest pookets expand with the over-
flowing of the wealth that streams
from the Treasury benches, but not
while he is a member of this House."
Upon more than one occasion an
excuse bad been made for this depar-
ture from former principle, and for
this grave violation of it. The leading
organ of the hon. gentleman opposite
had called it an "inadvertence," and
stated that it was put a stop to as soon
as it came to the knowledge of the
Government. That excuse was given
some months ago; it had been re-
peated, not only in the Press, but in
the lobbies of the bouse. Whether
the excuse referred to was written by
an hon. member of the House or not
he could not say. The article was
written on the 4th inst., and was to
the following effect :-

e About the principal facts of Mr. Anglin's
Ca8e there was no dispute. The onl roon
for difference of opinion is as tothe suffciency
Of the explanation. It is important to
rernember that as soon as the fact of Mr.Anglin holding the contract for printing
"ne under the notice of the Government,
Lhey not only prevented the granting of any

more work to him, but put a stop to the
systen altogether. The fact that his name
appeared in the Public Accounts of1 875 and
1876, as well as of 1874 atd 1875, is due to
the contract not having been courpleted in
timie for the account to be closed in the latter
year. They brought the whole svstemýt to an
end of their own accord, and before any
member or organ of the Opposition had even
noticed the abuse. The fact tiat thev did
Po is sufficient guarantee, not onily of free-
dom fromn corrupt intent, but also of the non-
concurrence in the future of any simuilar
Departmental abuse."
He would sec how far these stateients
were borne out by the facts as they
were laid before Parliament. li 1876,
when the Iouse was in Committee of
Supply, he called attention to the
payment of $10,000 last year to the
Citizen Publishing Company ofilalifax
for departmental printing, of which
company the hon. the Minister of
Militia and the hon. member for Halifax
(Mr. Jones), were charged with being
partners, and they did not deny, or, at
any rate they appeared to be aware of
the fact that the House woid accept
their silence as an admission, that a
Minister had used his influence in put-
ting printing in the way of this Com-
pany and had pocketed his share of the
profit. lie found, also, tiat the St.
John Freenan had received $9,000 for
similar work. In that debate the bon.
the Premier took part,' and spoke two
or three times, which sbowed that the
Government must have been aware of
what their organ called an "abuse."
This debate was on the 24th March.
The hon. the Premier showed that there
was a difference betweein job print-
ing and advertising. Upon two occa-
sions during that debate the bon. gen-
tleman referred to the subject. The
second report of the Select Standing
Committee on Public Accouînts said :

" That it appears from the vouchers now
before them that large sums of money have,
fron time totime, been paid to T. W. Anglin,
a member of this Eouse, for printing and sta-
tionery, while a member of this House."

That was evidence sufficient, without
having the duty imposed upon him
(Mr. Bowell) of showing that money
had been paid on these vouchers to a
member of the House. If hon. mem-
bers would refer to the last account
which had been passed, they would
find that the last charge in it was July
25th, 1876, and the voucher signed for
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the money, $2,709.55, was for the
quarter ending 30th September, 1876.
So that the work was continued from
March for four or five months after-
wards. Hon. gentleman opposite,
theifore, knew, for their attention
was ealled to it, that the abuse had
been continued ever since they had
been in power, until, at least, the 25th
July, the date of the last charge in the
account, and how much longer he could
not tell, because hon. members had
not the Public Aceounts before them,
and they had nothing to shew that
such was the case. But, apart from
that fact, he hoped at this late day
that, even supposing the Government
did not know that the abuse had been
perpetrated, or was being continued,
the Governiment would not endeavour
to shirk the responsibility attached to
the giving out of work to members of
the House by the late or present Post,
master General, whether it was by the
Postmaster General of that day and
eontinued by his successor, or not. If
hon. members would examine that

point in the constitution of this country,
they would find that an excuse of that
kind was not tenable. If hon. members
would refèr to the debates in the
Senate in April last, they would find
that the question was brought under
the notice of the Government hy Hon.
Mr. Aikins wh moved a resolution,
and in the course of his speech ho
called attention to the facts which he
(Mr. Bowell) subsequently brought
before this House. Thus a plea of
ignorance of what had taken place was
neither tenable nor justifiable on the
part of those who attempted to use it.
He found that on the question of
responsibility Lord Palmerston, in
.discussing the question when brought
up in the House of Commons, laid down
the principle very clearly. The question
submitted to Parliament was with
regard to acts of a subordinate which
were considered improper, and some
friends attempted the same excuse that
had been attempted by hon. members
in order to shield Lord Palmerston
from the responsibility which attached
to him as a responsible adviser of Her
Majesty, but Lord Palmerston repudi-
.ated sueh a doctrine and said :

" He 4ould not constitutionally admit'that
any person who gave advice to the Crown

Mr. BOwELL.

upon the public service was an irresponsible
ofBcer. The truth was that the Cabinet-the
Ministry of the day-were the parties who
were responsible for everything that was
done in any Department of the State."

The principle, he (Mr. Bowell)
thought, was one that was recognised
in every British deliberative body, and
it was plainly and clearly laid by
that eminent statesman in that
language, whieh it was impossible to
controvert. The same principle was
laid down by Lord Palme rston on July
16, 1861 in a debate raised on v motion
by Col. Hiullary in regard to some
military matter; and that principle
vas laid down by Professor Austin, in
in his plea for the constitution of
Great Britain, in language so plain
that no one could misunderstand it.
Ie thought he had placed the question
sufficiently clearly before the louse to
justify it taking those steps which it
was in honour bound to take. le had
shown, from British precedents, that
the Government could not be permit-
ted to shirk the responsibility ; that
the Government of the day were the
loudest in their denunciations of the
employment of any member of Parlia-
ment while in Opposition ; that so
soon as they obtained the reins of power
they not only exceeded their predeces-
sors in the attempt, he would not say
to influence the members of the House,
but in giving to hon. members that pat-
ronage which they had no right to
give, and which they had theniselves
declared could not be received by any
independent member of Parliament.
He had shown also that the subject
was brought under the notice of the
the House four or five months previous
to the time they had evidence it was
stopped ; that, from the voucher of the
Department, it appeared that nearly
$3,000 was paid for work done for the
quarter, the last item being dated 25th
July, 1876. He found that the hon.
the Secretary of State, in the debate to
which he referred a few moments
ago, on a motion regarding public
printing made by Hon. Mr. Aikins, said
that the Government had endeavored
to inaugurate a new system (admitting
that the system had been in existence),
and 1ïe gave notice to all parties who
had been*doing-printing andsupplying
materials, that it must cease at the end
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of the present half-year. That would
have been in Jur e. However bad the
practice might be in principle, it was
continued for at least four months after
attention had been called to it. Now,
to say that the work hal not been com-

pleted was a fallacy, bocause an ex
amination of the return would show
such items as 100 reams of note paper
at $4 a ream. If the Government de-
sired to put an end to such a system,
why buy the paper, when the whole
matter could have been stopped at the
moment ? Any excuse on that bead
was, therefore, flilacious, and could
not, by auny possibility, be accepted by
the flouse or the country. He,theretore,
desired to submit a motion to the
House, and, in doing so, he would not
be surprised to find, notoidy the Gov-
ernment which enunciatecd the opinion
he had presented to the House in their
speeches, voting against him to-day,
but he would be prepared, and ho
thought the country would be prepared,
to find those hon. gentlemen in this
instance proving as inconsistent upon
this question as upon every other
question. There was scarcely a prin-
ciple hon. gentlemen advocated when in
Opposition that they had not violated
since they came into power. One of
the principal planks of hon. gentlemen
opposite was that there was to be no
coalition. Sucli action by the late
Government was denounced as vicious
and immoral, and tending to demora-
lize the country. But the principle
was violated by the Government in the
case of the hon. the President of the
Council and the hon. the Minister of
the Finance. Yet the hon. members of
Government worked, barmoniously,
and no doubt would continue to do so
just as long as they could retain their
offices with the salaries attached there-
to. lon. gentlemen opposite would
reply that the Government was not a
coalition. But when an hon. member
formerly belonging to the late Opposi-
lion, crossed the floor and became a
maember of the Cabinet of the right
hon. member for Kingston, then it was
an immoral act, not only degrading
but demoralizing the whole public
sentiment of the country. There wa8
4 famaous resolution passed by the
House in respect to the Senate, inwhich the hon. the Minister of the

Interior used very strong language,
denouncing that body as a " 'Magdalenoe
A syl uni for politi cal prosti tii tes sed; ced
by the Government of the day." le
thought he was quoting correctly the
words of the hon. gentleman.

An Hon. MEMBER: No.

Mr. BOWELL said if the hon. gen-
tleman would refer to the Globe, ho
would find the language used to be
that which ho had quoted. Hon. gen-
tlemen opposite had declared that the
Senate was an effete body, and, while
not altogether unnecessary, it was an
incubus on the body politie ; yet,
though those hon. gentlemen had been
in power three or four years, no at-
tempt had been made either to re-or-
ganize it or ehange its constitution.
They had, too, the fimous speech of
the hon. the Minister of Justice at
Aurora, according to which the whole
British Empire vas to be re-organized.
It was true the hon. Minister lad said
ho was afraid ho had made a disturb-
ing speech. But it did not disturb
many people, for so soon as the great
leader of the party, the controller of
the political destinies of hon. gentle-
men opposite, placet his foot upon
them, and told the hon. member for
South Bruce that he must enter the
Cabinet, the hon. gentleman cast aside
all bis former professions, and acted as
some of the more humble members of
his party had done-lay them aside,
and obey the command of his master.
lie had no doubt the expression used
by that journal had its effect, not only
upon the hon. the Minister of Justice,
but upon his colleagues belind him,
" that the stern realities of office would
dispel those vagaries of the mind
which tbey had been endeavouring to
float upon the popular tide at the
time." Everyone knew that no at-
tempt had been made to change the
constitution of the country; and,
further, no attempt had been made
to inaugurate that which they
considered would be of the most
vital importance to the interests of the
country. Those opinions had been
frozen, and he feared they would never
be thawed out until they relurned
again into Opposition. Thon, when
it became nocessary to arouse popular
prejudice, to stir up turmoil, trouble,
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and difficultv in the countrv, as thev future.
bad done, more particularly the hon.the fault t
Minister of Justice, in regard to the Minist
North-West troubles, hon. gentlemen celebra
opposite would be found just as ready had be
in the future, as they had been in the nothin
past, to adopt the same system of ar- politic
raying man against man in order to than t(
regain seats on the Treasury benches. intoros
If the hon. the Minister of Justice did lic add
not so act, he (Mr. Bowell) would be one of
very mucli mistaken, and lie would be hon. fr
only too glad to compliment the hon. of mai
gentleman on the fact that he was con- they n
sistent with the opinions he had ex- matter
pressed, and was not that demagogue not yet
which the lion. the Premier had de- lu the
clared every man to be who was not bccom
prepared to advocate and carry out willing
when in office thoso principles which Party,
ho had advocated when in Opposi- miglt
tion. He miglit go on and point out interes
how hon. gentlemen opposite had have a
carried out that principle of purity of better
which the country had heard so much; busines
how they had elevated the standard of tenden
public morality in their political interes
actions. But he would not weary the with 1h
House with any such rehearsal; h self baý
would merely say that the composition say the
of the present Cabinet was such as the whici
country had never seen in the past, upon, i
and, he trusted, never would see re- opinion
peated in the future. He begged to say, b
move the resolution which he had read. had fot

Mi. MACKENZIE said he did not the Bal
propose to follow the example of the fact tha
hon. gentleman in mingling with a Ho re
special subject general remarks as to argume
the position of the members of the which
Government in relation to general and he
affairs. The hon. gentleman had in conti
chosen, while practically giving notice diverse
of his intention to bring this matter of bis
under the notice of the House, to isolve
diverge into a general attack on the Ad- afterwa
ministration, and upon his hon. friend upon tb
who sat beside him, and who might bY the
have, at some period of his political moan t
life, expressed opinions adverse to those doing a
he might at sometime have advocated. one in s
He trusted that ho should never be one his pu
of that narrow class of men who With th
would believe that it was impossible last few
for men to associate together if a mans s
speech should be made by any one of further,
them which should indicate a de- discuss
sire for political changes that might be any oth
or might not be desirable in the near flouse,

Mr. BOWELL.

.New Brunswick.

And so far from having any
o find with his hon. friend the
er of Justice with regard to the
ted speech to which reference
en made, he thought there was
g more calculated to advance
al intelligence in the country

have new subjects of political
t discussed and developed in pub-
resses ; and he dared say he was
the very first to congratulate his
iend on his successful discussion
y subjects in that speech. But
ight or miglt iot agree upon

s of general interest which had
become actual living questions
country, and which might so
in the future. He was always
as a member of the Reform

to consider anything which
have a tendency to advance the
ts of political life, which might

tendency to develope some
method of conducting public
s, and which might have a
cy, in short, to advance national
ts, even if they should conflict
e opinions which he might him-
ve previously held. He might
re were two or three subjects
ho had assisted in legislating
-egarding which he had held
s somewhat diverse, he dared
every one of his colleagues. He
been particularly in favour of

lot Act, but he recognized the
t it was passed for the country.
cognized the justice in the
nt for the ballot-an argument
could scarcely be controverted ;
himself admitted his difficulty
roverting it. He also had held
opinions from some, if not all
colleagues on the subject of

icy; and the more fact that
rds ho had aided in legislating
at subject, in the view taken

country generally, did not
hat ho was not in any way
nything that would justify any
aying that he was prostituting
blic and political opinions.
ese general remarks upon the
sentences of the hon. gentle-

peech, ho would merely say
he should always be glad to

with the hen. gentleman, or
or of the hon. members of this
the question whether the GoT-
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ernment was, upon general grounds,
entitled or not entitled to the confidence
of the country; and when any con-
siderable number of those who had
usually supported the Government in
the House, expressed any opinion of
that kind they should certainly give it
due weight. He did not expect the
hon. gentleman from North Hastings
to give them his confidence, he scarcely
expected the hon. gentleman to give
them fair play, they happened to
have quite a sufficient num ber of the
members of the Hlouse who would give
them fair play; they happened to be
able to set the exceedingly factious
disposition that had been manifested
throughout this Session by the Opposi-
tion at defiance, and they hoped to be
able to carry on the public business, as
they had done, to the satisfaction of
the country generally. Now, the hon.
gentleman had given notice of, or at
least moved, a motion which he might,
with propriety, have moved a year
ago. It was brought under the notice of
the House a year ago, that this work
had been done by a member of the
House-the member referred to in the
motion. It was also stated to the House
a year ago by the Postmaster General
in his place, that this practice had
been put a stop to. Had the
hon. gentleman confined his motion
to a simple expression of opinion, as
contained in the earlier part of his
resolution, " that it is inexpedient and
improper for the Government to enter
into any agreement or contract where-
by public money is paid to members
of Parliament," he would probably
have found no divergence of opinion
on that side of the House from that
professed to exist on the other side
of the House. Whether there would
be divergence of opinion to any extent
on the other side of the House, he did
not know; and whether they would
adhere to the votes they had given on
previous occasions, with reference to
Col. Gray's case, he did not
know; but it could never make any
difference to those who had expressed
opinions adverse to the employment
of members of Parliament in the man-
ner in question. They must, of course,
adhere to the views which they had
always felt were the proper views on
that subject. This subject which
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formed the subject of discussion at
present was one, he did not hesitate
to say, he exceedingly regretted. It
was one, he did not hesitate to say,
which the Government took steps
more than a year ago to prevent
occurring again ; for whatever might
be the precise nature of the under-
standing upon which these orders were-
executed by a member of the House,
there was no doubt whatever that it
was desirable to prevent, as far as pos-
sible, the interests of the public from
conflicting with the interests of an
individual member of the House..
The Act was based on that general
principle, and the Government had
endeavoured to give effect to that prin-
ciple. Sometime-he was not able to
fix the precise day, but he was able to
fix it as occurring after the Christmas
Holidays-iR 1875,the Postmaster-Gen-
eral had brought under the notice of
the Government the fact that printing
was being done in the Lower Provinces.
by private offices, as before it had
always been done by the previous
Administration in the offices of pohti-
cal friends. For economical as wel
as for parliamentary reasons, it was at
once decided by the Government that
this practice must be put an end to.
It seemed that the members of the
Government then present, individually,
were not aware of the fact that it had
been the practice of the Department
since the organization of the Dominion,
to have the printing required for the
Lower Provinces performed at offices in
Halifax and St. John ; and the new
Postmaster-General in the Administra-
tion, as seemed very natural, gave
orders to change the printing from the
offices, which were those of their poli-
tical opponents, to the offices of their
political friends. This was quite pro-
per. It was quite proper that any
public work that was to be doue in this
way, or any purchases which were to
be made in this way, should be given
to the friends of the Government.
That was the principle, though
it had since been changed into
a system entirely of contract. The
contractors for the public printing·
since that period were executing ail
the work which they were able to do,
and it was only when they were re-
quired, for special reasons, to go to-
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other offices, that they had any print-
ing done elsewhere. This was the

poition of affairs revealed by the
explanations given to thei by the
Postmaster-General of the period he
had alluded to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDOiNALD:
When was that ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Sometime after
the Christmas holidays.

Sir JOIN A. MACDONALD: Was
it stated by the late Postmaster-
G-encral ?

Mr. MACIIENZIE: No; it was
stated by the present Postmaster-Gen
eral. lis hon. friend (Mr. Hunting-
ton) behind him came into office, it
would be recollected, he thought, in
October, 1875, or in November; he
was not sure of the þrecise date, but,
in the course of having bis report
drawn up, this real state of matters
came to bis knowledge. This letter
was, therefore, written to the Post
Office Inspectors in the Lower Prov-
inces:

"15th JANr.ARY.

Sir,-I ia to inforim you that, froin the
receipt ot this letter, no further printing of
anv description, either from your own office
or froin the Post Offices of' St. John and
Fredericton, is to be done in New Brunswick.
When such printing is required, a requisition
for the saine muet be addressed to this
Departmient. I an requested to state that
you vill be good enough to advise the post-
masters of St. John and Fredericton accord-
ingly. Please acknowledge the receipt of
tis letter.
" To the Post Office Inspector

" at St. John."

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD : What
is the daté ?

Mr. MACKENZLE : January 15th.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : Of
1876 ?

Mr. MACKENZIE : Of 1876. On
the 3rd ot Mareh, the following letter
was addressed to the Inspector -

" Rin -With reference to ny letter of the
15t o ut*.Januarv last, No. 787,1 an to inforni
you that it bas been represented to the Post-
imaster-General that the parties who printed
the fors for your divisiou have a large
quantity of paper on hand only suitable for
such-a purpose. You will, therefore, be so
good as to make enquiry at once into this
miatter, and obtain froin the parties in
question a statenent in writing of the stocks
so claimed to be on hand, and send a reply

Mr. MArKENZIE.

to this Departient; and I am to request
that you vill be good enough to inform those
parties that this Departient is prepared
either to purchase the paper fron then at
its market value or to continue the printing
of such formis as the paper on hand may be
suitable for, to the extent required by
you for use in youi offices during the ensuing
three mnonthîs, provided that no new stock
whatever is to be purchased, and that the
quantity to be supplied to you does not exceed
what mnay fairly be required for use during
three nonths. 0f course you will iunderstand
that this instruction applies to the whole of
the printing required for every branch of
this Department witin your division.

"Your obedient servant,

"WILLIAM WHITE,
"Secretary."

The following letter was received
on April Sth fron Mr. McMilan:-

"Referring to your communication of the
301h of March, on the subject of >rinting for
this division, I beg to report that, fr. Chubb,
the head of the firm of H. Chubb & Co., was
absent from the city when your letter reached
this office, and nothing could be loue until
bis return. The stock on band when your
connunication was received was smîall, but
orders were forwarded for a new supply in
January or Deceimber. I enclose a letter
addreshecd to mue by Messrs. Cihubb & Co. ; I
received if this mo~rningr. I had a personal
interview with Mr. Clu bb, an lie represented
that his tiri will suffer cousiueralle loss if
the printing is not continued with him1 until
the stock ordered is exhausted, and that a
three m ont.hs' ordinary supply would cone
far short of doing this. PTe Messrs. Chubb
are higly respectable.

" Yours, etc.,

" JOHN McMILLAN."

Mr. Chubb's letter was as follows-
there was no date to this letter, but it
was written prior to April Sth:-

" ST. JoHN, N.B.,

« DEAR SiR,-As the parties referred to in
your connnunication of March last, we beg
to reply, and, at the sane time, apologize for
the delay caused by Mr. Chub's absence
fron the city.

" When we undertook to su pply the paper
and d1o a portion of the printing in cou-
nection with the Freeman office, we found that,
vi order to ineet the requirements of the
service, it was necessary to keep on band
large stocks, of particular sizes and weights,
of paper especially adapted for that work.
This, as yon are aware, is necessitated by
the frequent sudden demands tr forms of
varions kinds occasioned by the alterations
in the working of the Department (of which
there have been nany during -the past year,
as the frequrent changes in the tbrume iudicate),
the opening ot new post offices, changing
way offices to post offices, etc., etc.

in -New Brunswick.
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"We need hardly inforni you that it is not
uecessarv, in our ordin ary business, to keep
such large stocks, and the action of the Post-
master-General, by which this paper is thrown
on our hands, without previons notice or
intimation of any kind, seenis to us to be
scarcely fair in a business point of view. It
was to prevent delays, and therefore for the
benefit of the service, that we find ourselves
in this position, and we certainly ought to be
treated with ordinary business courtesy' at
least.

I We ilo not expect, nor do we ask for, any
favour from the Department, but simply
justice and au honourable appreciationof the
situation.

" With regard to the stock on band, and
that expected to arrive, had the Freeman otfice
been officiall Y notified at the time that we lad
rumours of the change in the arrangement,
we could have countermuanded our orders.
As the matter now stands, we eau hardly
send a detailed statenent until the arrival of
the goods; but, if we are to take last year's
consumption as a criterion, we iiay safely
say tlat we will have nearly a ycar's supply.
The orders were sent forward in Decemuber
and early in January, 1875-76.

"If any more particular account of the
stock is required imîmediately, we, of course,
will nake up one of the amount in our store
just now, but we slould think that our busi-
ness reputation, extending over nearly hall
a century, ouglit to be sufficient guarantee
of tlie correctness of our assertions.

" As reference lias been made to the pro-
balility of using u p the stock in, three months,
we ean onlv say that we will be very glad to
do s.o, if it is possible, and this course mnight
probably be more satisfactory to all con-
cerned.

" We renain,
" Your obedient servants

(Signed), " H. CHUBB & Co.
Ion. JOHN MCMILLAN."

He would also read the following
letters, which compieted the corres-
pondence :-

"PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
" OTTAwA, 22nd April, 1876.

SIR,-With reference to your report, No.
564 of the 8th instant, I am to inform you
that the Postnaster-General bas consented
to the printing by the Freeman ofEce of such
foris as are required in large quantities for
usen myour office for the ensuing tlhree months.
This of course applies to all the printing
required in your division.

"I am, Sir,
"Youîr very obedient servant,

(Signed), "WM. WHITE,
" Secretary.

" Jou McMliNEsq.,
" Post Office Inspector,

" St. John, N.B."
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"PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
" OTTAWA, 27th June, 1876.

" SIR,-I have to remind you, by direction
of the Postmîaster-General, that it will be
necessary for you, on and after 1st July next,
to obtain all supplies of printing and sta-
tionery of everv description for your office
fromn this Departient, and that no accounts
for such articles obtained elsewLere, without
the special authority of the Postnaster-
General, will be paid by the Departmnent.

"I am also to request you to be so good as
to observe strictly the rules that have already
been sent to you as to the manner in whiich
your requisitions are to be prepared.

" I am, Sir,
" Your obedient servant,

(Signed), " Wm. WHITE,
" Secretary.

"The Post Office Inspector,
" St. John, N.B.

"Postmasters in vour division will here-
after apply direct to this Departnent for
supplies, instead of to you as lieretofore."

" PosT OFFICE DEPAuTIENT,
"INPETOR's OFFICE,

"ST. JoHN, N B., 3rd July, 1876.
"SiR,-Referring to your communication

of date 27th ultimo, regarding printing and
stationery, and intimiating that the post-
masters in tis division wiIl lereafter apply
direct to the Department at Ottawa for their
supplies, I beg to ask how the stock on
hand liere is to be disposed of.

"Yoîurs respectfully,
(Signed), " JOHN McMILLAN.

"The Hon. the
"Postmaster-General."

"PosT OFFICE DEPARjMENT,
" OTTAwA, 6th July, 1876.

"SIR,-I ani to acknowledge the receipt of
vour report, No. 642, of 3rd instant, on su ject
of printing and stationery, and asking how
the stock of fornis, etc , at present in your
possession, is to be disposed of.

"In reply I ani desired by the Postmaster-
General to request you to forward to this
offic'e, with the least possible delay, tlc
whîole of the stock of forns, etc., in question.

"1 i am, Sir,
"Your very obedient servant,

(Signed), "Wai. WHITE,
e Secretary.

"The Post Office Inspector,
"St. John, N.B."

"PosT OFFIcE DEPARTMENT,
" OTTAWA, 13th JulV, 1876.

"SIE,-I an directed by the Postnaster-
General to request that you will be so good
as to forward to this Ibepartmuent, with the
least possible delay, all accouits now due for
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printing and stationery supplied to your which
office; and I an at the same tine to take the quite
opportunitv or repeating the Postmaster- Yentle
General's instructions that you will, in future,
give no orders whatever, either for printing quarto
or for stationery, but make requisition to he rea
this Department for all supplies of either place,
that you may require. tuted

" an, Sir,
" Your obedient servant, Iouc

(Signed), "Wn. WHITE, Cc
"S&cretar-y. Cnd

"J. MCMILLAN, Esq1., Ieing fo
"Post Office Inspector, Brunsw

" St. John, N.B." 1876, a

Those letters would show that the The
Government had taken decisive and ce
final action on this matter at the ber o
periods mentioned in the respective gentie
letters that he had read, and that,
therefore, during the last session ally, h
of Parliament, the matter was, practi- tho br
cally, at an end; all except the finish- theuaî
ing up of the printing that they were an h

llowed to do on account of the allega- for i
tions made in the letters of those par-
ties that they had this stock in hand the to
which would be useless for all other $2,709.
purposes.

Mr. BOWELL : Would the hon. i for
gentleman inform the House what I month
have to do with reference to Mr. beon n(
Chubb? they h

Mr. MACKENZIE: If the hon. gen- 31r
tleman will always ask my advice as thon, t
to what he bas to do, I will be glad to in the
give it; but, I am afraid, he will not
act on my advice. not pai

Mr. BOWELL: I am not aware lias no
that I attacked Mr. Chubb, whoever he Mrl
may be.

Mr. MACKENZIE: He was the -.
party supplying paper to the Freeman be.
office; that is clear from what I read.

Mr. BOWELL : And doing part of to th e
the work? referen

Mr. MACK ENZIE : Yes, and doing that go
a portion of the work. There was noth- "No
ing special to give information upon te the St
that he was aware of. The hon gen- was ma
tleman had laid a great deal of stress found ia
upon the alleged fact that $2,709.55 ending
were paid in the September quarter of anount
1876, showing, if that were correct,
that the system which they had This
informed the House last session of the J
was at an end, and which they for spe
now alleged was at an end, had He qui
been continued beyond the period to gatIen

Mr.~~wic lUK.zz

in NVew Brunswick.

allusion was made. It was
true that the voucher the hon.
nan read had a heading " For
r ending 30th September," but
d the wholc voucher in his
and some how or other substi-
September for June. The

r was as follows:-
eived fromn the Postnaster-General of
, at the bands of ,$2,709.55,.
r printing blank forms for the New
ick Postal Division, June quarter,
.per annexed account."
hon. gentleman also referred to
ount accompanying the said
r, and he stated certain items to
ut his statement. If the hon.
man examined the account critic-
e would find that about three-
of it was up to the 30th June;
lance was between the Ist
y and the 20th or 25th July,
it wiis settled for and accounted
the June quarter. Therefore,

al amount alloged in the motion
rong. and the question of'
55, in other words, the
3.94, embraced the entire print-
1875-6, and the few days in the

of July which appeared to have
ecessary for finishing the stock
ad in hand.
BOWELL: Do I understaid,
hat the amounts were included

Postmaster-GCeneral's account
30th January, 1876, and were

d until the last vouGher, which
date ?
MfACKENZIE: That is my in-
on. -

BOWELL: It cannot possibly

MACKENZIE said he had sent
ccountant specially to ask with
ce to thau particular point, and
ntleman replied :-
paynent for printing has been made

John Freeman office since payment
de for the printing account to be
the Post Office Report for the year

30th June, 1876, page 242, the total
being $10,263.92

"H. WICKSTrEED."
was the reply of the accountant
Dopartment to whom he applied
ific information on the subject.
te admitted that if the hon,
en had been able to show that
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they had continue I this practice,
which they told Parliament last ses-
sion would not be continued, into the
September quarter, which his speech
and reading of the voucher would seem
to imply, it would have been a serious
iatter for complaint. So far as flic

accounts were concerned, ho thought
he had made the matter sufficiently
clear that the hon. gentleman was mis-
taken, altlhough it vas, perhaps, a
natural mistake from the heading.
The only thing he could not account
for was the hon. gentleman reading
the month of September when the
word June was apparentlv intended.
The hon. gentleman had'enlarged a
great deal upon thc speeches made
when they were made by gentlemen
now on the Ministerial side of
the House, but who were at
that time sitting on the Op-
position side, in reference to the
case of Colonel Gray. He had no word
to retract of all he said concerning
that transaction. He had no change
to avow or ad mit in his own views in
regard to that matter. The hon.
gentleman said that he pursued pre-
cisely the language used by us in
reference to the motion in Col. Gray's
case; but that case was materially dif-
ferent from this. There had always
been a very great jealousy of office
holders sitting in Parliament, unless
they were such office holders as were
recognized by Act of Parliament, and
Whose position was defined in such
Acts. Col. Gray had no such position.
-He was simply employed and paid by
the morth, by the then Administration,
in order to avoid paying him by the
year, which would have unseated him.
That was admitted, and Col. Gray con-
tinued for considerably over two years
to Occupy that unenviable position.
le did not suppose that any hon.
gentleman in the then House had the
slightest personal ill-feeling tovards
that gentleman; on the contrary, he
believed that ho was generally very
much liked by his fellow-members
as the House. But Col. Gray,
as the hon. member stated,
received a sum of about $12,000 as
direct payment of salary, every cent
of which was profit. The party who
did the printing did work for the
noney received,-work that was re- i

quired for the Government, and no
doubt there was a profit upon that
work. But the diffèrence in the two
cases vas that the one was sitting here,
with the knowledge of every one, as
being a salaried officer, but the salary
was so arranged that thev should be
unable under it to contravene the Act
of Parliament. Now, the hon. gentle-
man said that he adopted the precise
language they used on that occasion.
Ou the 27th February, 1871, Mr.
Blake moved :

" That in the opinion of this House it is
inexpedient that any menber of this House
s1ould,fo- the future,be engaged in the service
of the Governnent of Canada ini any paid
enploymnent such as that in respect of which
the H[on. John Hanilton Gray, nemiber for
the city and county of St. John in 1868,
entered into, the receipt of $300 a nionth of
the public monies."

Mr. Savary moved in amendment,
seconded by Mr. Bowell:-

" That all the words after ' Canada ' to the
end of the question be left out, and the words
'to whicli ariy imon.thly salary is payable or
attached, an that the Independence of Par-
lianient Act be aimeuded in that particular,'
be inserted in leu tiiereof."

The Independence ot Parliament Act
was therefore admitted by the hon.
member at that time practically to be
opposed to what was going on.

Mr. BOWELL: Hence the amend-
ment would meet al that was necessary.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No. It was so
arranged to meet it that the Act of
Parliamont should be altered in the
sense of the words employed by the
hon. gentleman. and it was altered soon
afterwards. If the hon. gentleman
had confined himself to an assertion of
what was practically carried out for
the last year, he would have found no
difference of opinion and would have
had the support of every member of
the louse in the assertion of that
principle. But ho proceeded to state
that such payments as had been re-
ferred to were in contravention of the
Act, passed in the 31st year of ler
Majesty's reign, for the further secur-
ing of the independence of Parliament.
The hon. gentleman, by this part of his
motion, stated in effect that the seat
of the person who so offended
was vacant; because, if that Act
was contravened, in his opinion,

Governmnent Pintinîg
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if it was not a matter of contro-
versy of any kind, then it was practi-
cally declaring the seat vacant; and
proceeding upon an unusual motion, at
an unusual time, without giving the
slightest opportunity for any investi-
gation-he passed Do opinion as to
whether a motion of that kind would
be strictly corect-but he said, if a
motion of that kind, which affected the
seat of an hon. member, was to be
made upon going into Supply, that the
hon. gentleman was endeavouring to
take advantage of a motion which could
not be amended, to assert that which
every member of the House might not
be prepared to assert. The hon. gen-
tleman was endeavouring, in fact, by
moving, upon going into Committee of
Supply, a motion which the rules of the
House forbade that it should be
amended in any way, in order that lie
might, by a side wind, have the Ilouso
declare the seat vacant, and thereby
require the issue of a new writ.
Whether that was the case or not, it
was tolerably clear from the speech of
the hon. gentleman, from the previons
records of Parliament, that when any-
thing of this kind was intended that
it should at least be referred to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections,
in order that that Committee might
make due inquiry into the allegations,
arguments and statements advanced,
examine into precedents, and make a
report to the louse, on which report
the House, at a future time,
could act. That had been the
case in some instances of procisely
similar character to this-where prin-
ters and publishers obtained money
from the Government to a greater or
less extent, and were merely supposed
to be liable to have the validity of i heir
seats called in question. The bon.
gentleman who led the Opposition, no
doubt remembered some of those cases.
The hon. member for Hastings was
endeavouring to embarrass the Gover-
ment in going into Committee of Sup-
ply by moving a motion which could
not be assented to for the reason he
had stated.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Why?
Mr. MACKENZIE: Because it is

a motion which ought to be made for
reference to the Committee on Privi-

Mr. MacKIzZrz.

leges and Elections as it directly calls.
in question the validity of the seat
occupied by an hon. member of this
louse. He had, therefore, ro hesita-
tion at all in asking the supporters of
the Government to aid them in resist-
ing an improper motion; while, at the
same time, he did not ask a single one
of them to sanction any practice which
they considered irreconcileable either
with past professions or that just re-
gard to Parliamentary independence
which every member of the Liberal
party had always endeavoured to carry
into practice. He did not, as lie
had said, intend to indulge in any gen-
eral discussion as to the capacity or inca-
pacity either of opponents on the op-
posite side or friends associated with
him in the Administration ; but lie
wished to say that the motion which
the hon. gentleman had made was one
which ought not to be sanctioned by the
House, moved in the terms it was and
with the object sought to be accom-
plished viz., simply to embarrass the
Government, and especially when the
Government, last year, instead of wait-
ing to have their attention called to
this matter, called attention to it,
and placed themselves in a position
which every one could understand and
fully approve.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that no one could regret more than
himuself the necessity for his speaking,
or that the circumstances were such
as to necessitate the subject being
brought up before the louse and the
country. But. it was impossible that
this case could be quietly passed over,
for, if the subject had not been brought
up in the House, the country from one
end to the other would have been.
scandalized. le had no hesitation in
saying that there was no one subject
that had so greatly excited the minds
of the people as this same subject. iRe
had no hesitation in saying that the
countiy demanded at the hands of this
House some expression of opinion on
this question. His regret was greatly
heightened when he remembered that
the name of Mr. Speaker was brought
into the matter, more especially as it
was his privilege at that moment to
give his highest testimony to the
ability and impartiality with which he
had filled the Chair. It would be
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remembered that, when the hon.
«entleman at the head of the Govern-
ment proposed Mr. Speaker for bis
position, he (Sir John A. Macdonald)
took occasion to say that he believed
the House and the country would have
been better satisfied if an abler and
more experienced member had been
selected, and that the voice of the
country seemed to point to bis lion.
friend from Chateauguay (Mr. Holton)
as being the man, beyond all others,
who ought to fill that position. But,
at the same time, he said, from bis
acquaintance with the very great
abilities of Mr. Speaker, bis unwearied
industry, bis great knowledge of every
political subject, he believed lie would
soon make himself in every way equal
to the first Speaker in the land, even
the equal of the hon. member for
Chateauguay. He (Sir John A.
Macdonald) had to give his evidence
to the ability and impartiality of Mr.
Speaker so far as his evidence was
of value, and his pleasure in knowing
thathis prognostications had been fully
borne out by Mr. Speaker's conduct
in the Chair. Occasionally, it was
true, he (Sir John A. Macdonald)
might have had occasion to differ
with the judgment of Mr. Speaker;
they sometimes could not agree upon
decisions or points of practice, but to
say so would be only to make the same
statement with regard to him as would
he made with regard to any Speaker
il' any representative body in the
world. He (Sir John A. Macdonald)
believed that Mr. Speaker had been
impartial in performing his duty, and
he said so freely and emphatically.
The speech of the hon. the First Min-
Jster did not flow with its usual fluency
or force. He avoided making allusion
to Mr. Speaker, except to tell the
House and country that he had no
objection, so far as he was concerned,
nor as far as bis friends were con-
cerned, for Mr. Speaker to be made
the scape-goat. His (Mr. Mackenzie's)
objection to the motion was that it did
not declare the Speaker's seat vacant.
Ail he wanted was to he let alone; but
he would sacrifice the Speaker, or even
sacrifice bis wife's relations. The
Speaker had been a supporter of the
Government. He took no unimpor-
tant part in the fight which resulted

in the victory which placed them in
power in 1873, but he was now to be
sacrificed, and nothing but a motion
to void his seat and drive him out of
Parliament would be permitted by
gentlemen opposite. The hon. the
First Minister took occasion to tell his
followers that ho would not ask them,
he would not insinuate to them, to act
contrary to their stern dnty as Anti-
Corruptionists, even though they
might vote Mr. Speaker out of Parlia-
ment, but they must not censure the
Government. The Government were
censurable, and on two grounds-
First, that they allowed these con-
tracts to be entered into at ail; and,
secondly, that the moment they found
it out they did not attempt to repair
the error, although they might have
easily repaired it if they had chosen.
The bon. gentleman might have come
forward and admitted that the Gov-
ernment had committed an error, and
that the P>ost Office Department had
infringed upon the Statute. They
were, however, obliged to admit this
at the last hour. If the Government
had not desired to louve Mr. Speaker
to be sacrificed rather than admit that
they had, by any possibility, com-
mitted an error, they would not have
placed him in the painful position in
which he now found himself.
He (Sir John A. Macdonald)
would say that the Government were
censurable for entering into this ar-
rangement at all. He had hoped and ex-
pected that some excuse would have
been made; the hon. gentleman who
moved the motion expected that some
excuse would be made. It was
expected that the Government did
not know anything about it; that
they never heard or it; that it was
merely some subordinate wbo made
the arrangement behind their backs;
that it was an inadvertance of some
blundering subordinate-for it would
ho easy to kill and cut off the head of
a subordinate. But even that excuse
was not set up by the Premier. It
was, in fact, admitted that the Post
Office Department had made the
arrangement; that they had wilfully
committed this enormous breach of
the independence of Parliament. It
was admitted that the order came
from Ottawa to make the change. It

Governmeût Printing 1239,
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might be said that the Government
were merely following the example of
their predecessors. As he (Sir John
A. Macdonald) understood it, thc late
Govern ment had the local printing for
the local post-offices in the Maritime
Provinces done there. Whether it
was right or wrong, it was a mere
matter of expense and expediency, the
Maritime Provinces thinking they
ought not to be left out in the cold,
and not get any of the employment
from Government which they got
before confederation. Whether this was
right or wrong there was no allegation
that the late Government employed
members of Parliament to do the work.
They employed their political friends,
it was true, and there would be no ob-

jection to the present Government giv-
ing it to their political frienids,
so long as these political friends
were not members of Parliament. But
the contractor in this case was a mem-
ber of Parliament. There was the
infringement of the Statute. There
was the breach of the Independence
of Parliament Act. The Govern-
ment knew they were committ-
ing a breach of the Independence
of Parliament Act, and they could not
.answer that assertion. The excuse
was that it was inconvenient to change
the work until the stock was worked
out. It did not seem, from the corres-
pondence, that the fact that a breach of
the Statute had been committed, was
the reason for the withdrawal of the
-contract. The reason given was, that
it was advisable to concentrate the
work at Ottawa. There was not the
slightest indication that the contract
was withdrawn because the Govern-
ment had discovered they had com-
mitted a breach of the law of the land.
The law was wilfully brokeni. The
Government knew that the work was
.done at the Freenan office, and that a
member of Parliament was owner of
that office, and that the contract -was
with a memberof Parliament. Conse-
quently they must be held to know
that they were deliberately committing
a breach of the Statute. There was no
reason, there could be no reason, for
the statement made by the Premier.
The Premier had admitted the whole
case. True, lie had tried to draw away
the attention of the louse in his

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

speech. But there was a great differ.
ence between Col. Gray's case and this.
Whether the late Government were
right or wrong in employing Col.
Gray, they did not commit a breach of
the Statute, and the Government,
yielding to the sense of the country,
introduced a law for the purpose of pre-
venting for the future the employment
of persons in the position of Col. Gray.
So, in the same way, with respect to
the employment of Mr. Walsh as Com-
missioner of the Intercolonial Railway.
Whether Parliament was right or
wrong, there was a special provision in
the Act relative thereto, that one of
the Commissioners should have a seat
in Parliament. The law was passed
and no breach of it was made. But in
the present case it was admitted there
could be no such justification. It was
admitted there was an open, avowed,
cleai, undisputed and undefended
breach of the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act. And this came from the
hon. gentlemen opposite, who were so
loud in their professions of purity.
The whole country had rang with their
attacks upon the late Government for
their alleged refusal to purify Parlia-
ment, and to make Judges the tribunal
to try breaches of the Election Law.
Every effort was made by those hon.
gentlemen, ii season and out of season,
on the stump and in the House, to force
the late Government to protect the
electors from bribery. There had to
be a provision to protect the voter in
depositing his ballot, and another
against undue influence and for assur-
ing the independence of Parliament.
But those hon. gentlemen had apparent-
ly found out an easier mode of attain-
ing their ends than by bribing the
electors. While they were protecting
the electors from corruption, they were
exercising an undue influence upon
those elected. They were giving con-
tracts here and contracts there. Not
only in this louse, but even in the
Senate, the seducing influence of these
hon. gentlemen opposite extended.
They professed to be the guardians of
this Hlouse, and the whole country,
from undue influence and bribery and
corruption. Nevertheless, they had
introduced a system by which the in-
dependence of members was attacked
and by which the most seducing
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inducements were offered.
tlese circumstances, the fii
Mr. Speaker had not departe
his duty as an impartial pr
!*ifcer, vas ail the more meiii
This process was weil kro,
Plussia. Whencver it went to w,
Turkey, it never bribed the
soldiers, but it bouight up the
When a Russian army approa
Turkislh one, they would buy
Vizier or the Commander-in-Ch
not the comimon soldier. An
the United States. No party
bribe the ten millicns of clecton-
but they bought up the rings a
monopolies, the man behind the
anîd nanilpulated him. This w
course adopted by the Gover
when they used their corrupting
enees with membeis of this Hou
the other House. l comparin
case with Colonel Gray's, the ho
tieman said Colonel (Gray rE
512,000 from the Government
vears. But he did nothing of th
le received $7,000 in two yei
the codification of the Statute
$5,000 as arbitrator between
and Lower Canada, for which p
he was selected as the most fit p
and this $5,000 was not paid out
Dominion Treasurv at ail, bt
Provinces of Uppei-and Lower (
paid it. So that Colonel Gray r
received the allowance that was
him to carry out the commissi
trusted to him, he being cons
more competent, it was believed
any other man at the disposai
Government for the codificati
the laws of the difeérent Pros
lHe was employed in that; he ha<
one of the coditiers of the law ii
Brunswick. The British North Ai
Act had a provision by which a
laws of the Provinces, except Q
should be codified and he was em]
for the purpose of preparing th<
solidation and codification of thosE
and he was to receive, and did ri
the allowance which had been
tioned. But the hon. gentlema
every cent of that was profit. C
Uray had given his timo for the
0f two years, and it was a very
professional remuneration at th.
of 83,600 per year, for the codifi
'f the Statutes, while, on the
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hand, the Speaker had not given an
hour, a day, or any portion of bis time as
a return for the protits he made out of
these contracts. The work wvas underlet
to Messrs. Chubb and two others, so
that the whole amount of the profit,
whatever it was, was put i nto the hands
of the con traetor withouit his expending
anymtioney or giving any time or
exertion, except signing the receipts
and receiving the money. The hon.
the Premier had said it was a very
wrong thing, an excessively wrong
thing to employ members of Parlia-
ment and give tlem salaries and emol-
u ments. Why the law so de(clared it,
and there was end to it; but he (Sir
John A. Macdonald) assented tliat the
giving of contracts was iutin itely more
dangerous-it sapped the very basis of
the independence of members of Par-
liament.

Mr. BLAKE: Hear, hear.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said in
the case of a salary, it was known that
the person was drawing it, and that he
was under a conpliment to the Govern-
ment; his conduct was watched; his
votes were watched ; but contracts
were given which might be secret
contracts.

Mr. BLAKE: ilear, hear.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALID said it

might not be known; it might be a
contract which nobody had heard of,
in which the profits might be enormous,
and might be increased or decreased in
the manner which Governments and
contractors well knew.

Mr. BLAKE: Hear, hear.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONA LI) said
yes. Let them look at Mr. A. B. Fos-
ter. The present Governmenrt knew
right well how to remunerate a friendly
contractor, and, instead of naking Mr.
Foster forfeit bis deposit, they paid it
ail back and many thousand of dollars
more. The practice of givinîg contracts
directly or indirectly to members of
Parliamernt, vas infinitely more des-
tructive of the independence of Parlia-
ment than any known salary, however
large. The great difference was that
the transaction with Col. Grar. whether
expedient or inexpedient, vas a breach
of no Statute. The contracts il this
case were a direct breach of the
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Statute. If the hon. gentleman look-
ed back at the history of England,
he would find that the earliest attempt
to purify Parliament vas made in
regard to sweeping out office-holders
and contractors long before there was
any attempt to protect the electors
from corrupting influence, because it
was felt that, injurious as corrupting
individual electors was to the public
morals and independent voting of the
people, the ill was infinitely greater in
corrupting a member, a representative
of the people, in buying him up in his
own person. So it would be found
that the earliest and most strenuous
efforts that were made by the Reform-
ers of the House of Commons were
made to sweep office-holders and con-
tractors out of Parliament, but the hon.
gentlemen had taken the other course.
Oh, yes; they were going to protect
the elector, but they had deliberately
commenced, and were now carrying
out, a system of corrupting the two
branches of the Legislature at their
very root and foundation.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that when the hour of six came lie was
referring to the sincerity of the con-
duct of the Government in having
allowed this contract to exist at all.
Now, what excuse had his lion. friend
(Mr. Mackenzie) to offer on behalf of
the (overnment. He offered none; in
fact ho said that in the first part of
the resolution, that it was inexpedient
and improper for the Government to
enter into the agreement specified in
the resolution, he (Mr. Miackenzie)
concurred ; and therefore there could
be no doubt that the whole case was
given up by bis hon. friend; but he
objected to the resolution so far as the
second part was concerned. The first
part the hon. gentleman admitted-that
it was inexpedient and improper for
the Government to enter into any
agreement or contract, whereby public
money was paid to members of Parlia-
ment, under the circumstances detailed
in the report. The second part of the

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

resolution was, in bis opinion, equally
incontrovertible with the first part,
because it simply alleged this fact : it
stated that such payments were in con-
travention of the Independence of
Parliament Act, and were calculated
to detract from the independence of
members of this House. How could
any hon. member honestly vote against
these two propositions ; no matter
on what side of the bouse he sat,
and no matter what lis political
predilections might be? Could any hon.
member put bis hand on bis heart and
say, first-It is inexpedient and im-
proper to enter into any such agree-
ment between the Government and a
member of Parliament; and then say,
that such agreement, if made, was not
in contravention of the Independence
of Parliament Act. Those were the
two propositions contained in this
resolution, and the only proposition
contained in it; and they would see by
the vote that night what hon. mem-
bers were inclined or resolved, no
matter at what sacrifice, to support the
independence and purity of Parliament,
and intended to carry out into strict
and stern execution the Independence
of Parliament Act. As regarded the
conduct of the Government from 1874,
there could be no doubt with reference
to the personal responsibility of the
Postmaster-Ceneral, who was at the
head of the Department, and who was
responsible for the management of it to
the country, to his colleagues and to
the House. This hon. gentleman had
deliberately ordered that these con-
tracts should be changed, and given to
political friends-in other words, that
they should be given to thé Preeman
office. There was no means of escape,
personal or political, on the part of the
Postmaster-General. It appeared by
the statement of the Premier, that it
was not until 1875, that this statement
of the facts was communicated by the
Postmaster-General to his colleagues.
Up to that time although by the con.
stitutional principle all the members
of the Cabinet were politically respoln-
sible for the conduet of the Postmaster-
General, there was no personal or
moral responsibility on the part of
the other members of the Administra-
tion ; but from that time they all, as a
body, shared the responsibility of their
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colleagues. From that time they
stood in the same position with
their colleagues. They were then
informed of a contract for printing and
stationery between the Freeman office,
which belonged to a member of the
Hlouse, and the Government, and this
contract was illegal and invalid, and
in contravention of the Independence
of Parliament Act; but they did not
close it. What was their duty the
moment this fact became known to
them; and what sbould the Premier
have doue the moment he knew
that a contract had been entered into
behind his back without bis knowledge,
and in contravention of the law, and in
decided opposition to all those princi-
ples which he, as a member of Parlia-
ment and a leading representative of
the country and the head of the Gov-
ernment, had always professed should
be carried out ? There was only one
thing for the hon. gentleman to do, and
that was at once to say that this con-
tractmust be closed, nomatterwhatthe
cost might be, no matter what the loss
might be, and no matter what the
inconvenience might be, because it
was in direct, obvious and clear con-
travention of the law of Parliament
and the law of the land. What did they
tind ? From Dec. 1875, until, in fact,
this Session, the country did uot
authoritatively know it. The House
did not authoritatively know it until
this Session. As he understood the
facts, it came before the Comnittee
of Public Accounts last Session. but it
was not submitted to the House; it
was not reported to the House, and it
did not corne before Parliament until
this Session. His hon. friend the
'nover of the motion, as he understood
it,--as a member of the Committee on
Public Accounts, saw the accounts, and
brought the subject before Parliament
in rather an irregular way by discus-
sion last Session. ab

Mr. BLAKE: Hear, hear.
Sir JORIN A. MACDONALD: My

hon. triend exclaims "hear, hear," but
it is 0.

Mr. BLAKE: Why, sir, they were
entered in the Public Accounts, and
mentioned on the floor of the House as
beîng in the Public Accounts, and they
were printed in the Public Accounts.

Mi. KIRKPATRICK: But no
names were given.

Mr. BLAKE: It was nentioned in
the Postmaster-General's Report.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the names were not before the Hlouse;
the papers were not before the House;
the receipts were not before the House,
and the parties to this contract were
not before the House until this
Session. The course that ought to
have been taken by the Government
would have been at once to have elosed
the contract-at once to have stopped
it, to have washed their hands of it,
and to have freed their skirts from it.
Had they done so, how infin itely better
it would have been, not only for them-
selves but for the other parties to the
contract. How infinitely better it
would have been for the Speaker if
they had at once conveyed to the
Speaker the fact, that the contract
must be closed, and that it was closed ;
and as to the idea that any presumed
loss that would take place interfering
fora moment with their action, it was
too absurd to think of for an instant.
Why, what was this contract flor? It
was for a supply of stationery, and for
some printing. As to the paper and
the stationery, they could be sold as
they could be bought, and easily dis-
posed of; and, as far as the printing
was concerned, that might have been
done by ofher parties; but whether
the loss was great or little, the duty of
the Government was the same.
Then, had the Government treated
Mr. Speaker as they ought to have
done, and given it as their opinion that
this contract must be closed as being
in contravention of the Independence
of Parliament Act, Mr. Speaker's
course would have been clearly indi-
cated. It would have been the same
as had been taken by Mr. Cowan und
other parties quotod by nis hon. friend
(Mr. Bowell) in opening the case. Mr.
Speaker could have at once resigned
his seat, and he had no doubt that Mr.
Speaker's constituency would have re-
stored him to his position as a member
and re-elected him ; and he had no doubt
that the House would have at once
replaced Mr. Speaker in the Chair he
now so worthily filled. But the Go-
vernment did not have the magnan-
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imity to do that. Rather than admit
that they had eommitted any error,that
any mistake had been made, that any
breach of the law had occurred, that
their colleague, the Postmaster General
had placed them in this unfortunate
position, and that they were politicaliy
tiable to the charge of a breach of a
solemn Act--rather than admit that,
they allowed all this to go on, and to
run from 1875 to 1876, and forced this
discussion and all its possible conse-
quences. is hon. friend, the Premier,
said that there was no remark made by
the Opposition, and no steps taken by
the Opposition. Why, who was bound
to defend the independence of Parlia-
ment; who was bound to assert and
carry out the privileges of Parliament ?
Not the minority, surely. They could
iot do so. Responsibility and power
went hand in hand, and the
power rested with the hon. gentlemen
opposite; the power rested solely with
these bon. gentlemen, who were before
their friends and supporters, and who
alone could defend the privileges of
Parliament and denounce any contra-
vention of the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act. Had this been done before,
nîo doubt it would have been called, as
;t had been ealled in the speech of the
Premier, factiousness on their part.
They were said to be guilty of factions-
ness for moving in this matter. The
hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie) had
complained of their factiousness. The
G-overnment, with their large majority,
their strong majority, and their over-
whelming majority, might have, if they
had chosen, in 1875 and 1876, and now
in 1877, risen in their places and stated
:he case as in contravention of the
independence of Parliament Act, and
said: ' We find it our duty to call on
our friends and the whole of the House
to vindicate the privileges of'Parlianent
and the independence of Parliament."
It rested upon them to do so. They
alone could do it. There was no obliga-
tion thrown on the Opposition as an
Opposition. Every hon. member had
the power to move that the purity and
privileges of Parliaiment should be sus-
tained, but who had called, who had
roused the attention of the country to
the necessity for electoral reform ?
Who had rung the changes over the
whole of the vast Dominion as

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

to the necessity for 'the pro-
tection of the purity of Parliameint
in and out of Parliament, among the
electorate and among the elected; who
had asserted that the late G'overnment
and the late majority were altogether
wanting in their duty because they
did not do so; and who stated, whcn
they came into power, that a change
would now take place; that a golden
age was about to commence ; that
there woald be no longer fraud or cor-
ruption, cither in Parliament or ouit of
Parliament; that no longer would the
electors be bribedl; that no longer
would a contractor sit in Parliament;
and that no longer would a member of
Parliament receive a salary or emolu-
ment of any kind. These were the hon.
gentlemen who said these things, and
who declared that they would purify
the infested atmosphere, and introduce
purity, and honour, and candour, and
independence, and freedom, where
there had been corruption and bribery,
and members improperly sitting in
Parliament. These hon. gentlemen
had pledged themselves to this; and
his hon. friend, the member for North
Hastings, had quoted the very promi-
nent statement in the Premier's speech,
in which he had condemned any man
who would say out of power what he
would not carry into effect and vote
for in Parliament. Why did not bis
hon. friend the Premier carry out
this principle when, in December, 1875,
he knew that the law of Parliament
had been broken. Why had not bis
hon. friend done this then, and why
had he not done so during this Session ?
During this Session the Opposition
had sat there waiting patiently to see
what his hon. friend the Premier
would do, and to see whether they
would be true to their prineiples, and
true to what they had said they would
do when they came into power, and in
accordance with what they did do, the
Minister of Justice amongst the rest,
with respect to Col. Gray, when they
were out of power ; but his hon. friend
the Premier said: " Why, the Op-
position did not more in the
matter at all." Still, if the Opposi-
tion had been untrue -to their daty,
had they, in Opposition, carried
to the left of the Speaker, those corrupt
principles they were alleged to have
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carried into effect when on the other
side of the House-if thev had been
false to their duty, was that any excuse
for the hon. gentlemen opposi te? His
hon. friend might move in it ; he might
more in it; any hon. member might
move in it; but these hon. gentlemen
stated that they were a corrupt bribery
party, and these hon. gentlemen
had no right to wait for them to do
it; they who had been charged on
every stump and from every
hustings through the country as
being guilty of corruption. These
hon. gentleman had no right to throw
this duty on the Opposition; they
(the Ministerialists) who were the
puritiers and the rectifiers-the recti-
fiers of wrong and the purifiers of evil.
The Opposition had sat still duringthe
whole of this Session, up to the pre-
sent, and during the whole of last
Session, and yet the Premier coin-
plaired of them as factious, because at
the last hour his hon. triend moved
that it was inexpedient and improper
to make such contract with a member
of Parliament, and that such a contract
was in contravention of the Indepen-
dence of Parliament Act. The case
now stood before the House, and it
was for members of the bouse to say
whether they would vote against the
resolu:ion or not. It was for the
House to say whether they would vote
againsr and put down and reject the
resolution containing these two simple
Propositions. The resolution contain-
ed only two propositions. They were
explicit in themselves, and it was for
thc House to say whether they would
reject that resolution. The first pro-
psition was that it was inexpedient
to enter into such a contract, and the
secQond proposition was that the entry
into such an agreement was in contra-
Vention of the law of Parliament. The
VIole country, as he had already said,
Was aroused to the matter. Hon. gen-
1 nen Opposite laughed at this now,

t then they knew well what thatmLeant. These hon. gentlemen knew,in their heart of hearts, very well thatthe country feit sensitively and sen-
ýibly and strongly in the- matter.They had only to look at the press,and the Liberal press of the Dominion,
to tind this Out. He believed that if
Ihere was ever any press in the world

that was loyal and true to the bon
gentlemen opposite it was the Liberal
press of the Dominion. He believed
that there was no set of newspaper
writers or newspaper periodicals in the
world that had ever stood more loyally
and truly, fas aut nefas, right or
wrong, by the hon. gentlemen
opposite, than those of the Liberal
press of the Dominion. H1e believed
that many of them had gone
contrary to their convictions, or rather
had strained their convictions, in the
exercise of all their ability and all
their zeal, and all their ingenuity, to
defend and support the acts of the
Government; and yet, if they looked
over the fyles in the Reading Room, it
would be found that no newspaper
which generally supported the Govern-
nient, but came out and denounced
this matter ; and called for an
investigation into it, and the attention
of Parliament to it; and said it was a
question which had risen to larger
proportions than a mere party question,
and they called upon the members of
Parliament to carry out and defend
the purity of Parliament and the
independence of the House. Ie knew
not what might be the course the
majority of the House might pursue.
Some hon. gentlemen, from a mistaken
but a natural desire to support those
in whom they were expected to confide.,
though it might be perhaps against
their secret convictions and their
wishes and feelings on this point,
might sacrifice themselves for hon
gentlemen opposite. They felt them-
selves bound to lead a forlorn hope,
and to cast themselves into the breach ;
but he was afraid that if those hon.
gentlemen did so, they would find that
political virtue was its own reward,
and that political sacrifice on the altar
of party would not be appreciated by
country. These hon. gentlemen miglt
make of themselves martyrs, as they
would make themselves martyrs
for the sake of their party, and they
would have the pleasing consciousness
afterwards, that, by so doing, they
might have sustained their party for a
time, but that it was the rain of them-
selves, the ruin oftheir political stand-
ing, and the ruin of thîeir political
future. This was a matter for them
to consider, and for them to judge of.
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He had no doubt that these hon. gentle-
men had taken stock, and had con-
sidered the subject fully. Some of
them would make the leap, and they
mnust take the consequences from an
indignant country.

Mr. BLAKE said that, in discussing
this subject, ho rejoiced that the open-
ing renarks of the right hon. member
for -Kingston, however they might be
consistent with several observations
whicl the hon. gentleman had subse-
quently introduced into his address,
had relieved the question of one of
those elements which the speech of
the hon. member for North Hastings
(Mr. Bowell) might have imported
into it. It was, indeed, stated at a sub-
sequent portion of the address of the
right hon. member for Kingston,
by inference, and by ceomparison
rather than directly, but by a
sufficiently obvious inference, suf-
ticiently clearly presented, that the
transaction which formed the subject
of this discussion had purchased a
commander-in-chief, and that this Go-
vernment was engaged in the corrup-
tion of prominent members of Parlia-
ment. Taken in connection with the
subject matter of debate, he said that
these observations were entirely incon-
sistent with the prefatory remarks of
the right hon. member; but ho was
not willing to believe that the hon.
gentleman was not as sincere as
he was warm in these open-
ing remarks. He was not willing
to believe that the hon. gentleman did
_otherwise than express his genuine
sentiments when ho spoke of the way
in which Mr. Speaker had discharged,
from the time at which he had takon
the chair, the high duties of that office,
inasmuch as the hon. gentleman had
stated, and stated plainly, and he
assumed sincerely, and certainly in
accordance with the views of members
generally, that Mr. Speaker's duties
had been discharged with the utmost im-
partiality and fairness; and hence they
were enabled to keep this discussion
free from anything of a personal nature,
free from any consideration, such as
was implied in some of bis remarks,
that there had been an attempted pur-
chasé of the Speaker of this House.
Observations had been made by the
bon. member for North lastings with

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

reference to the several opinions which
ho (Mr. Blake) had spoken, and several
resolutions which ho bad moved at
various times during bis public life.
Of these he saw nothing to regret,
nothing to relieve the opinions which
ho entertained, and to which the hon.
gentleman had been good enough te
give redoubled currency. He had
always believed that it was important
to dissociate from the position of a
member of this House any pecuniary
relations whatever with the Govern-
ment of the day. His efforts had been
from tine to time towards such an
amendment of the law as would render
such a thing impossible. What were
the provisions of the law generally on
this subjeet ? There were provisions
forbidding contracts with members of
Parliament; there were provisions
forbidding members of Parliament
being appointed to office, there were
provisions which vacated the seat of a
member who accepted an office or
enter ed into a con tract. No crime was
committed by the member in accepting,
or the Government in offering, an
office or contract. Members of Parlia-
ment were appointed to the bench or
appointed to different offices, but the
law said that the member who was
appointed to an office or accepted a
contract should vacate bis seat. The
only question in any particular case
was,whether the circumstances brought
it within the law. If the circum-
stances did not bring it within
the law, then the case was not provided
for, and the question was, whether it
should be provided for by Parliament.
The question was whether the law was
wide enough and embraced all cases.
The hon. member for North Hastings
referred to the fact that ho (Mr.
Blake) had referred to the narrowness
of the term of the Independence of
Parbament Act. It was true that ho
pointed out that the law, as it formerly
stood in the old Province, vas more
extensive than the law proposed to bo
enaeted for the new Dominion; and ho
suggested that the law ought to be
made conformable to the old law, and
that temporary offices and emplY-
monts should be embraced within it as
well as the more permanent emploY-
ments to whieh the old law applid.
He failed in those efforts, and, if he
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rightly remembered, he was not sus-
tained on that occasion by the hon.
member for North Hastings. The hon.
member for Kingston had told them
that it was the prime, the sole duty, of
a Gover'nment to sustain the indepen-
dence and purity of Parliament-that
it was their business to vindi-
cate that independence, that it
was their business to see that

proper laws were enacted for that
object, and to see that those laws were
observed. Judge how long the hon.
member for Kingston discharged that
duty when leading the Government,
when le deliberately determined and
forced upon the House, against the
wisbes of the opposition, an alteration
in the law in regard to the indepen-
dence of Parliament, in order to enable
the Govern ment,designedly and openly,
as the hon. gentlemen confessed, to
avail themselves of the temporary ser-
vices of members of Parliament. What
was the answer to his (Mr. Blake's)
question? The hon. gentleman said
that occasions might occur,-and on
that occasion Le did him (Mr. Blake)
the honour to suggest his name-in
which the services of professional men
might be required, and when it might
be disastrous to the interests of the
Dominion if eminent members of the
bar, who were alsu members of Parlia-
ment, should not enter the service of
the Crown as counsel and so forth.
And actinig upon that view, and ex-
pressly in order that lie might be
enabled to create those relations be-
tween members of Parliament and the
Government, the hon. gentleman
rejected the proposition to extend the
law-not to extend it beyond -what it
was, but to retain it in its pristine
character, and proposed to modify
the law which was sarcastically
called a law further to retain the
independence of Parliament. Judgeavhether the hon. gentleman dis-
charged, on that occasion, the functions
which, he said, were not merely the
chief, not merely the plain, but the
exclusive funetions of the Government.
It was not so very many years after-
"ly from 1868 to 1871-when the

shocking example, which the hon.
gentleman had produced to this very
useful Practice, which he insisted upon
havig the power to enter into, pro-

7, 1877.] in New Brunswicl. 1247

duced such a feeling in the House and
country that he was forced, bv the
motion that was made, to amend the
law, and to bring it to the condition in
which it existed before Confederation,
to deprive himself of the power of that
law which lie thought was essential to
the interests of the Dominion. The
hon. gentleman insisted that the prac-
tice of employing barristers who were
members of Parliament, which was
held to be useful, essential and neces-
sary, be abandoned as indefensible,
improper, and fit to be prohibited by
the law which was introduced and
carried by the Government under the
pressure of the motion reerred to. Let
them contrast the virtuous principles
which the abstractions and studies in
Opposition had led the hon. gentleman
into-by what painful processes lie
would not, at this moment, endeavour
to account-with his practice. Did
the louse remember the proposition
for the creation of the company to
build the Pacific Railway ? It was
not the scandal connected with the
taking of the money of Sir Hugh Allen
to which lie now referred, but to the
conduet of the hon. gentleman, as
leader of the Government, when he
was proposing to Parliainent a schemo
for the construction of this great work,
and'for the creation of a company to pro-
secute it. They argued, as the hon. gen-
tlemman did to-night, and pointed out
how dangerous it would be to allow
members of Parliament to become direc-
tors in this great enterprise. Consider
the project. The company was to have
$30,000,000 and 50,000,000 acres of
land, and the money and the acres
were to be dealt out, in a great measure,
at the discretion of the Government.
Upon the good-will of the Government
night depend the question whether the

contracts might be profitable or ruinous;
upon the good-will of the (overnment
might hang the fortunes of the con-
tractors; and, under those circumstan-
ces, it was expedient to secure the
independence of Parliament that no
member should be permitted to be a
shareholder in that great company.
They moved that, and the hon. gen-
tleman resisted it successfully, and de-
feated the proposition; and he used
precisely the same argument which
he used in reference to the mem-
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bers of the Bar in 1868, nd whicb
he was obliged to repu4iate in
1811 . The bon. gentleman said:
" There are two hundred promi-
nent men of Canada in Parlia-
ment: are you going to deprive the
country of the wealth, the energy. the
prominent position, the advantages of
having those mon in the company?
It cannc$t be; the company cannot get
on without-it." If the hon. gentleman
had said the Government could not get
on without it, lie (Mr. Blake) would
have understood the argument. No
doubt the famous company would fare
botter at the hands of the hon. gentle-
man tho more members of Parliament
there were in it. But, althougb the
hon. gentleman learned some wisdon
upon that occasion, although he suc-
cessfully defeated the motion, he found
there was a feeling in the couintry
which he could not afford altogether
to ignore, even in that very iimatter,
and his ultimate determination was
one of thoso happy compromises which
he was so fond of making, in which he
threw away the shadow and kept the
substance. Ultimately it was decided
that none of the men who should ap-
pear ,before the publie in connection
with the company should be members
of Parliament. So much was found in
the records of the Royal Commission
on the Pacific Railway matter. Why
was that? Because the hon. gentle-
man thought though they could defeat
the then Opposition in the House, it
would be dangerous to affront the
people by making an open contract
with members of Parliament. and so
he arranged to make the contracts
with A, B, C, and D, not members of
Parliament, and allow them to be sub-
let to E, F, G, and H, who were mem-
bers of Parliament. They knew, by
the records of the Pacifie Railway
scandal, that two hon. members were
to be co-sharers in those contracts.
There was an opportunity for secret
and unknown influence in this matter
of contracts, which did' not exist in
reference to the salaries, and he was
sure the hon. gentleman would thank
him 'for enforcing his argumenta by
those opposite illustrations. It was a
comfortable thing to know that
although for twenty years those views
were unremittingly forced upon the

Mr. Bi&n.

attention of the hon. gentleman, and,
admittedly, had no more effect upon
him than the water upon the rocks,
that conviction was all this time slowly
stealing into his mind-that the im-
pression was really being made, though
he appeared as obdurate as ever,
and that now he had been fully
converted, and was now convinced
of the propriety of the ,views he
resisted while he had the power of
enforcing them. The hon. gentleman.
had taken up the Gray case as a
precedent for this one. Now, observe
the course taken in that case. In the
first place, no such unfair advantage of
the rule of Parliament with reference
to this particular motion to which this
amendment was moved was attempted
as had been done to-night. He did not,
on that occasion, move a motion in
amendment to go into Supply. , He
moved an independent motion so that
the Government, or any hon. member,
might have an opportunity of forma-
lating, in resolution as well as in
speech, bis views, and the question
might be decided upon its merits. If
the hon. member for Hastings wished
to follow the precedent of the Gray
case, there had been many open days
on which he might have moved this
motion long ago; but having, as he
said, chalked out in his own mind his
course, he was obliged unwittingly to
wait until the House should go into
Committee of Supply so that he might
put the motion just as he thought
would suit himself, and just as he
thought would be most embarrassing
and produce the worst impression.
This was the contrast to the course
pursued in the Gray case, in which he
(Mr. Blake) made an independent
motion to which there were no less
than two amendments. In the next
p lace there was no doubt a difference
between the Gray case, as he viewed it,
and this case, as hon. members opposite
viewed it. He did not pretend or
contend that in the Gray case there
was a breach of the Independence of
Parliament Act by that hon. member
sitting in the House. He knew that
the law had been designedly so framed
as to permit of a particular transaction.
That he would admit. He used this
partieular instance as an apt illustration
of the evil he had formeply contended
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vould flow from a law so loose, and ho
proposed that it was inexpedient that
any member in the future should be
engaged in the same way as Col. Gray
had been. lad the flouse adopted that
resolution, the necessary consequences
would have been that he would have
proceeded to make provision to
céarry out by a Bill what had just been
declared by resolution. The hon.
member lor North Hastings (Mr.
Bowell), who was so anxious to bring
himself within the walls of precedent,
said he was but following the precedent
in the Gray case. He (Mr. Blake) had
pointed out one distinction, and ho
would now point out another. The
hon. member for North Hastings said
he was wrong in addressing the
particular illustration and he proposed
to strike out all the words having
reference to the individual case, and to
substitute therefor general words
descriptive of that class of cases as
being,in his opinion,the most appopriate
mode of bringing this matter under
the notice of Parliament. Since that
time the hon. gentleman had been
converted, and he now thought it
would have been botter for him
had ho not moved that amendment, but
supported the original motion. Whether
that ehange had arisen from the change
of the relations of the bon. member, in
going to the opposite side of the House,
he (Mr. Blake) would leave candid
nminds to judge.

Mr. BOWELL: While I have ad-
vaneed, you have retrograded.

Mr. BLAKE said ho was glad to
hear that the hon. member had ad-
vanced. It was barely possible that
they would be marching together some
day, but he must say that, when he con-
templated such an event, he could not
but contemplate that ho would be
marching the wrong way. The hon.
iember for Hastings, however,

did not succeed in comparing this
case with that of Col. Gray,
either by his course of action in
voting against the original motion in
Col. Gray's case, or by his argument
now ; nor did the hon. member fbr
Kingston succeed any botter. He (Mr.
Blake) had pointed out that the Gray
caso Was admittedly within the law,and
that it was proposed that the law should

79

be changed in that respect. This
present case was a case in which the
hon. member for Kingston and the hon.
member for North Hastings argued
that there had been such an arrange-
ment as was within the meaning of the
Independence of Parliament Act ;
not without it, but within it. If
there bas been such an arrangement,
a contract, a bargain, a transaction,
call it what they would, within the
meaning of the Independence of Par-
liament Act, of course, if the House
were to affirin that principle, as his
hon. friend beside him had pointed
out, the inevitable result must in-
stantly follow. This House could not
affirm that an hon. member had made
a contract which displaced him from
sitting here by the Independence of
Parliament Act, without immediately
declaring the seat vacant and ordering
the issue of a new writ. That was per-
fectly clear,and the hon. gentleman who
said that the hon. the First Minister
proposed to make a scapegoat of the
person at whom the motion was aimed,
had spoken in a manner mnost unwar-
rantable. His bon. friend beside him
had ponted out that such being the
object of the motion, and such being
the declarations and arguments by
which it was supported, and the pro-
position beirg that, at once, without
a full enquiry into the facts, without
an investigation by a Committee, such
a conclusion should be arrived at it
would render inevitable a motion for
a new writ. No man who accepted
the declaration that the case was in
contravention of the Act could abstain
from at once agreeing that the writ
should be issued, because, if the Act
had been broken, the seat was vacant,
and consequently the writ must be
issued.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) : Issue
it.

Mr. BLAKE : My hon. friend fron
Monck says "issue it."

Mr. McCALLUM : I did not say
so, but I say now that you had botter
issue the writ a thousand times than
break the laws of the country.

Mr. THOMPSON: I said it.
Mr. BLAKE said there they found

the real spirit that animated those
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hon. gentlemen. They wanted the writ
to be issued, they wanted this House by
a side wind, to declare that it ought
to be issued. They, without enquiry-
although his hon. friend had referred
to the fact that there had been inves-
tigations by Committees of the House
which had caused exhaustive reports
to be placed on the Journals which
threw considerable light upon the sub-
ject-said : "No reference to commit-
tee, no consideration of precedents, no
investigation of the fhcts ;" and then,
it having been determined that the
was a breach of the Act, the writ
vould have to issue. If there was a

contravention of the Act, then the
Speaker could not occupy the Chair.
Ris hon. friend was correct in saying
that the almost invariable rule was for
reference to a Committee when there
was any dispute.

Mr. BOWELL: No.
Mr. BLAKE: The hon.

admitted it was proper.
Mr. BOWELL : I said

adopted, but was not the
tice.

gentleman

it had been
usual prac-

Mr. BLAKE: My recollection is that
this is the practice where there is
dispute.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD
Where there is doubt.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. gentle-
man said there was no doubt in this
matter, and that the Speaker filled a
seat which he had no rigliht to fill.
The hon. gentleman did not think they
would be acting in a manner unworthy
the relation of the House to the
Speaker in not maling an appropriate
formal reference to the Committee
on Privileges and Elections to investi-
gate the matter. Last Session the
question was raised with reference to
the seat of an hon. member. The
member who raised that question en-
tertained a very strong conviction
that, under the law, the member whose
seat he had attacked was disqualified;
but he did not adopt such a summary
mode of judgment as was now pro-
posed. He proposed the course of a
reference. He (Mr. Blake) was sure
none of them could recollect without
pleasure the tone in which the discus-
sion was conducted, and the mode in

Mr. BLMn.

which the deliberations were carriedî
on, and the ultimate result. He would
now deliberately abstain'from express.
ing an opinion as to whether this con.
tract was within or without the Inde-
pendence of Parliament Act. And foi-
that cour se ho bad authorities, although
no authority was required. That
course had been recognized as the
proper course: that hon. member,
should not commit themselves to
opinions until there had been a fulli
enquiry and investigation, and that
the discussion upon the question shoulI
take as narrow a range as possible.
That observation did not require to be-
supported by authority. All of them
would feel the importance of preserv-
ing tbeir judgment unprejudiced until
they had obtained all the materias,
bad looked carefully into the law, and
had got, through the medium of a
Committee, that information whiel
was essential to a correct judgment.
He, therefore, would not anticipate
judgment in this matter. He thought
he had sufficiently demonstrated the
impossibility, with fairness to Mr.
Speaker and with fairness to the
House, of proceeding to a motion.
which, without that investigation.
practically declared that the seat was
vacant. And that alone was sufficient.
if there was no other reason why they
shouki decline to adopt the amendment
which the hon. member for Hasting-'
had designedly put at a period and in
a form which admitted of no further
amendment, and which rendered it
incompetent for any other member to
make an appropriate motion under
the circu-mstances; and, as the appro-
priate motion could not be made, it
left them no alternative except to re-
ject the improper, premature, and
hasty motion, sunticipation of judg-
ment, which, under pretence of shield-
ing Mr. Speaker and condemning the
Government, would practically con-
demn Mr. Speaker and leave the Gov-
ernment free.

Mr. BOWELL : If I thought that, I
would withdraw it.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. membel'
for Kingston had pointed out that there
was no question raised in the corre-C
pondence read as to the breach of the
Independence of Parliament Act. Let
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them understand the history of this
transaction. At a period not long
after the original formation of this
Government, when he did not exactly
know, the first work was given to the
Preeman office. His hon. friend the
Postmaster-General of that day left
office in May, 1875. He was succeeded
by Mr. Fournier as Postmaster-Gen-
eral. Some time in October, 1875, his
hon. friend the present Postmaster-
General took office. In the Christmas
holidays of 1875, a report was prepared
by permanent heads of the Depart-
ment, and the slips which contained
this item of account were laid before
him. Then, for the first time, it came
to the knowledge of his hon. friend
the Postmaster-General. That was
either during or after the Christmas
holidays. It vas immediately after
that, within a day or two, that the
matter was brought to the attention
of the Government. The Government
decided that it should be discontinued.
and they had produced incontrovert-
ible proof of that decision by the
official letter which, on the 15th Janu-
ary, was wiitten to the Inspector
directing and informing him that, from
the receipt of that letter, no further
printing of any description was
to be done in New Brunswick or Nova
Scotia, but that it was all to be
brought up to Ottawa. The hon.
member for Kingston complained that,
in directing a letter by the Secretary
of bis Departmerit to the Inspector of
the district, the Postmaster-General
had not said anything about the breach
Of the Independence ofParliament Act;
and that, in an official letter announe-
ing a decision of the Government, the
reasons for the decision had not been
given. Such an idea was preposterous.
It Was sufficient for the Government
to learn those circumstances, and then
order that these relations should not
continue; and that order was indicated
by the imperative terms in which it
was put. The hon. gentleman said
this was treated merely as a matter of
eeonony. He (Mr. Blake) would say
this had not been donc as a matter of
econlomy only, although he had nodoubt that the service could be per-
formned cheaper at Ottawa than at
New Brunswick; but it was also be-
eause the Government felt that it was

79
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inexpedient, to use the hon. gentle-
man's own phrase, that contracts of the
Government should be performed by
any member of Parliament. The Gov-
ernment felt so, and they acted upon
that view. There was no doubt of it.
Then the hon, gentleman said that the
law was wilfully broken by the con-
tinuance of the contract. He (Mr.
Blake) had already piinted out that
they were not to determine to-night
whether the transaction was within
the letter of this Act or not. That
was to be determined by the Standing
Committee upon Privileges and Elec-
tions, but lie Lad said, and he would
repeat, that, if the contract or arrange-
ment-he would not call it a contract
-was within the Independence of Par-
liament Act, the simple and sole con-
sequence was, that the seathad become
vacant and that the member had
ceased to be a member of Parliament.
The law did not place in the hands
of the Government the possibly dan-
gerous and certainly improper power
of continuing members of Parliament
in their places while making contracts
with them. The Executive had no
such power. The law was inexorable,
the penalty imposed for its disregard
being two thouband dollars each day.
But, dealing with this case on the
general principle upon which he
believed all such cases ought to be
dealt with-that it were better there
should be no pecuniary relations what-
ever between a member of Parliament
and the Government of the day-
the Government thought that this
matter ought to be closed, and instruc-
tions were given to close it. If there
was a violation of the Act there was
no necessity to stop the contract,
there was no obligation to do so.

An HON. MEMBER : What did
you stop it for?

Mr. BLAKE: Because the opinion
of the Government was that it was
inexpedient there should be any rela-
tions of this kind between a member
of Parliament and the Government,
while continuing a menber. But the
Government did not determine that it
was improper to offer an office or con-
tract to a member of Parliament when
it was understood that the usaal con-
sequences would lollow. The hon.
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member for Kingston said there was a
breach of law. He called upon him to
point out what breach of the law there
had been on the part of the Govern-
ment. le would ask whether there
was anything in the Act which for-
bado their giving an office or contract
to a member. There was not a word
in the Act which could be interpreted
into this meaning; but the effect of
tho law was that the member ceased to
be a member.

Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
law also says if he does such and still
continues to be a member of Parlia-
ment, he is liable to a penalty of$2,000
each day he so continues in the two
positions. Thon it follows that this is
an offence to which a penalty is
attnched. The hon. Minister of Justice
has himself said in this House that
wherever there is an offence there
must be two parties. Now there are
two parties to this offence-the re-
ceiver as well as the thiet.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. gentle-
man said there must be two parties to
an offence. Now,if the hon. gentleman
murdered him he did not suppose
that he (Mr. Blake) would be an
offender. There was nothing in the

law which prevented the Government
from gi ving a contract to a member,
the latter ceasing ipso facto to be a
member. The Government had carried
out the spirit of the law in the present
case. The hon. the Premier had de-
clined to give a contract to Mr. Foster
while ho was a Senator-he was obliged
to resign before he received it, although
the law permitted such a course. lis
hon. friend had decided to act on the
part of an imperfect law, and declared
that no Senators shall receive contracts
and remain members of Parliament.
The hon. gentleman had stated as a
reason why the matter was not brought
forward before, that it was not known
whoswas the proprietor of the Freeman
office. It was just as well known to
them all who was the proprietor of the
Freeman office as what were the initials
of his (Mr. Blake's) name. It was
more worthy ofapettifogging laywer in
a Division Court than of a leader of
the Opposition to say that the House
was not aware of it. Last Session the

Mr. BLAKE.

hon. member for Hastings had alluded
to it himself.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman had just said that the
facts are not known even now.

Mr. BLAKE said the fact that the
Freeman office had had some printing
from the Government was known to
every hon. member last Session. The
Government stated last Session that
the practice had been ordored to be
discontinued, and the hon. gentleman
had said that the Government was
morally responsible from the period at
which they knew it ; politically respon-
sible, for he knew not how long and
for what offence he could not under-
stand. The circumstances under
which the temporary continuation of
the arrangement had taken place, were
detailed in the letters submitted by the
hon. the Premier, and they spoke for
themselves. It appeared that Mr.Chubb,
who had the arrangement for
supplying stationory and doing a
portion of the printing, had complained
that a very large quantity of stock of
a peculiar description, not ordinarily
saleable, had been ordered in view of
the arrangements continuing during
the summer, and that it would be un-
fair to him if that stock were not
worked up. After having definitely
ordered the arrangement to cease, an
extension was given for a certaifl
period for the purpose of working off
the stock. The hon. the Postmastei-
General thought ho could not resist
that statement made by Mr. Chubb.
and that it was proper on the whole.
finding this difficulty for which he was
not responsible, that the arrangement
should be closed as rapidly as possible
without doing an injustice to M1r.
Chubb. lis hon. friend said the Gov-
ernment were engaged in corruptilg
the Legislature. This was a serious
charge against the Legislature as WOel
as the Government. He would lesve
the House to determine whether this
general observation was warranted by
the proof brought forward-if the hon.
gentleman had, by a single incident,

ointed out any case of corruption-
lis hon. friend said the Speaker shoald
have resigned. If the transaction iw
within the law he had no pOwerl to
resign. He could not see how the late
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member for Gloucester could resign at
al. Disguise it as they would-dis-
guise their argument as they would-
there was no doubt that the motion
declared that the transaction was a
breach of the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act, and that the breach of the
Act lay not with the Government
giving a contract to the bon. iember
for Gloucester, but in his retain-
ing his seat afterwards. He had
pointed out the proper mode
in which such a motion should be dis-
posed of, and his observations on that
point were specially applicable to the
present case. It was a case in which
the alleged contract by which the seat
was vacated occurred two or three
years ago. It was a case in which,
during the whole of last Session, Par-
liament was aware of the fact that
there were pecuniary transactions be-
tween the proprietor of the Freeman
oice and the Government. It was a
case in which, from the earliest period
of this Session, Parliament had been
aware of the continuance of those
transactions during a certain period,
from the Publie Accounts for this year.
It was a case in which two months of
the Session haa been allowed to pass
before Parliament was invited to act.
When there was such deliberation
in the inception, should there not be
a like deliberation in the action ?
Although it took the Opposition two
years to discover that this was a direct
breach of the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act, they would not allow one
day for that judgment, that investi-
gation, that enquiry which, accord-
Ing to precedent, should take place.
Did they want to avoid investigation ?
Did they desire that there should be no
report of a Select Committee on the
subject, as had been the practice in
cases on these records ? Did they want
that the whole facts should not be
brought out? No other reason could
be given for bringing forward that
motion when there could be no amend-
ment, and when no such enquiry could
take place. The true course would
have been, if bon. members assumed to
say that there had been a breach of the
Independence of Parliament Act, to
make a motion to refer the question to
a Committee on Privileges and
Elections.
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Mr. BOWELL-Why did you not
do it ?

Mr. BLARE asked how often it
depended on the Government to bring
forward such motions. A Govern-
ment wasnever known to bring forward
such a motion, but the hon. gentleman
seemed to think that this Government
should be an exception. When the
hon. gentleman had proposed the
motion in the manner lie did; when he
was told that it could be done in the
proper mode, if he asked; wben the
Government declared that the practice
h ad been discontinued,when discovered,
andwhen it was shown that it bad
been discontinued; when there was to
be no reference to a Committee, and
when, after two years' delay, they were
to be asked to put the judgment into
execution without a moment's delay,
ho believed the majority of the House
would condemn the course pursued, and
vote down the resolution.

Mr. TUPPER said ho could imagine
the derison with -which the great mass
of the supporters of hon. gentlemen
opposite would have received the state-
ment a few years ago that the honest
indignation which the bon. the Minister
of Justice exhibited when on the
Opposition side of the House would be
succeeded by special pleading for one
of the grossest breaches of the
privileges of Parliament which had ever
been committed. The bon. gentlemen
whose feeble cheers had been heard
attempting to sustain the bon. gentle-
man, would have treated with indigna-
tion the statement that he could ever
be made a Samson shorn of bis locks,
and the object of amusement to the
flouse and the countrv. It was
unnecessary to recapitulate the
facts of the case which had been
so logically, ably and clearly stated
by the mover of the resolution.
That hon. member had established the
fact that this Government had taken
some $19,000 of the public money in
violation of the law on the Statute-
book with reference to services per-
formed by members of Parliament.
The bon. gentleman had placed the
facts so lucidly and so clearly before
the House that it was not necessary for
him to go Qver them in detail. They
required only to be stated to present a
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case, which ought to shock the mem-
bers of the House as it had shocked,
and as it would shock every intelligent
and independent elector in this country.
He felt that the course which the
Government had taken in attempting
to defend this matter, and in calling
upon their supporters to sustain them
in defending this transaction, which
they were also called upon to condemn,
vas one that would rightly and

properly cost these gentlemen the con-
fidence of every frec and intelligent
and independent elector who had look-
ed to them to sustain in Parliament the
loud professions they bad made with
reference to this question outside of it.
The Minister of Justice said that his
right hôn. friend had changed his
opinions on this question. The hon.
gentleman admitted frankly that
the course which the riglit hon.
gentleman had pursued, and wbich
he had pursued openly, with the sanc-
tion and approval of Parliament, was
pursued under the law; that bis
right hon. friend had vindicated the
law, and that no law was violated. It
was only in the spirit of the Act,
that it could be supposed in the slight-
est degreo to infringe on the Indepen-
pence of Parliament. His right hon.
Iriend had not, therefore, changod bis
position. What the right bon. gentle-
man did was done under the law; and
what the right bon. gentleman now
condemned, ho condemned because the
law of the country rofused its sanction
to the act. But supposing it were truc,
what was the position of the Minister
of Justice, who was yesterday thegreat
tribune of the people, and who yester-
day was the man who held himself up
for the dmiration of the people of this
country as an able, an independent,
and an incarruptible exponent of the
principles of pprity and of the inde-
pendence of Parliament, now used all
the talents he possessed for the purpose
of vindicating an act of open and
flagrant violation Of the law, not only
of Parliament, but also of the Statute-
book, by the Government ot the
country itself. What then, assuming
that the hon. gentleman's statement
with reference to bis right hon. friend
were true, was the position these hon.
gentlemen opposite occupied ? The bon.
gentleman (Mr. Blake) said that his

Mr. TUPPER.

right hon. friend was a convert to his
opinions, but in saying this the hon.
gentleman had admitted that if his
right bon. friend was a convert, he
(Mr. Blake) himself was a back.
slider, one who had gone back
on all the principles be had pro-
fessed to hold of old with rela.
tion to this question. The hon.
gentleman had fallen from the high
pinnacle to which he had elevated
himself by these declarations to a posi-
tion that would render him an object
of sympathy with all who had been
disappointed in the course which the
hon. gentleman had taken. The First
Minister, in opening bis remarks, had
stated that he had not so narrowed bis
mind-that ho was grateful to think
that bis mind was too broad and too
comprehensive and too expansive to
prevent bis Leing able to act and co-
operate in the Government of this
country with gentlemen who might
differ with hii on many and important
questions. Well, when did the hon.
gentleman thus expand bis mind, and
when did this great breadth of intellect
present itself ? It must have been
since the honorable gentleman looked
at those questions from the Treasury
Benches, for wben the hon, gentleman
stood where he (Mr. Tupper) was
then standing, no man so loudly
denouneed coalitions, and men who
could combine together for the Gov-
ernment of the country; not because
they were separated by any broad
lines of demarcation or of division on
the important public questions of the
day, but because, some twenty years
before, or some ten years before, they
had been called by other naimes; and,
although they could agree, and did
agree, on all great questions in which
the country and its progress and its
prosperity were concerned, the hon.
gentleman denounced them as noces-
sarily corrupt, and called upon the
people of the country to strike them
down and drive thom out of office. The
hon. gentleman now, however, saw
these matters through different glases,
and the hon. gentleman had obtained
a groater breadth of intellect and a
greater breadth of mind. The narrow
limits in which the hon. gentleman
had confined bis mind had become en-
larged, and he could now satisfy him-
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self that it was not right and just that
hon. gentlemen, whose lives had been
,pent,down to the hour oftheir combina-
tion, in open, avowed and strennous an-
tagonism on the greatest and most pro-
uinent public questions of the day, to

combine for the sake of sharing office
and for the sake of maintaining them-
selves in power. The hon. gentleman
said, that so far from disapproving of
the advanced views of his lion. friend
the Minister of Justice, as announced
at Aurora, he was glad to know there
was nothing that would tend more to
the progress of enlarged principles
and of liberal sentiments than gentle-
men advancing, bringing forward and
discussing these great questions, even
in advance of the time when the coun-
trv was ready to take them up and
Parliament to crystalize them into
law. He would ask the hon.gentleman
to go back to his speech at Prescott,
delivered after be had intimation of the
dJeparture bis hon. friend who was
now Minister of Justice was about to
take, in which he denounced the
men who would split up their party by
indulging in vagaries, and by pro-
lîouncing on the critical questions
which were unworthy of the consider-
ation of the country. The bon. gen-
tleman read out of bis party any man
who would be so lost to what he owed
to the party to which he belonged as
to indulge in these views and expres-
sions. He was only induced to draw the
attention of the hon. gentleman at the
head of the Government to that fact,
as evidence that it must be since lie
had experienced this wonderful change
which had given such breadth to his
intellect, and which had so enlarged
and expanded bis views, there was
an lasticity about the bon. gentleman's
Mind, that no person could fail to
admire. Lt was equal to any emerg.
ency. It could be narrowed down to a
point, when criticising the act of an
Opponent, so small as to deal with the
nost minute matter, and to elevate it
into the most gigantic proportions;
and, at the same time, it was 8o elas-
tic as to expand and embrace all
ard everything, however opposed
to right and expediency, provided
that this breadth of mind was neces-
sary to bring within the charmed
circle of the bon. gentleman's party

those who were necessary to sustain
the hon. gentleman in power. Tho
bon. gentleman lad, that niight, given
up the whole case before the House.
What was this case? The Parliament
of the country was asked, in defence
of its own character, and in defence of
its own reputation, to say that it was
inexpedient and improper that the
Government of Canada should pay
$19,000 of the publie money to a gen-
tleman who held a seat in the Parlia-
ment of the country. A law on the
Statute-book declared that any hon.
gentleman receiving from the Gov-
ernment, directly or indirectly, a
single dollar of public money
for services performed for the Cov-
ernment, vacated bis sent, and that
it became void. And yet the Minister of
Justice,and the men who yesterday were
claiming the confidence of the people of
Canada on the ground of what they
intended to achieve for the indepen-
dence of the Parliament of the country
and for the elevation of political and
public morality in this country,
in face of the case which the
First Minister admitted, and which the
Minister of Justice admitted was so
open, so clear and so palpable, that it
warranted being sent to the Committee
on Privileges and Elections, these
bon. gentlemen had so far gone back
on themselves and trampled under their
feet the principles which they had pro-
claimed when seducing the people of
the country into the belief that they
wore worthy of being entrusted with
power and the control of public affairs,
and had so far forgotten the professions
on which they obtained the position
which they now held, as to call on
their supporters to vote down what
was a plain, a palpable and a literal
fact, which every man who saw could
read, and which every intelligent man
in the House or out of it was
capable of grasping at a glance. It
was inexpedient and improper, un-
less the Parliament of Canada
was to become a by-word, and the In-
dependence of the Parliament of
Canada a by-word in the mouths of the
people of the country, that while that
law stood on the Statute-book the
Public Exchequer should be used for
the purposes of pouring roney out of
its coffers into the pockets of members
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of the Parliament of Canada. The
hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie) said
they stopped it so soon as they knew
of it. And why did they stop it ?
Was i t because it was wrong ? If so,
the very fact that they did stop it, and
gave to the House the reasons they
had for doing so, would convict these
hon. gentlemen of having adopted a
course which bound them in vindication
of the Parliament and the honour of
the House of Commons of Canada, to
vote themselves with the mover of the
resolution, declariùg that this Act was
improper and inexpedient. If it was
proper and expedient, why did they
take the patronage they had bestowed,
and the money they had paid, from a
Iember of the House? It was be-
cause they found that it was not pro-
per and not expedient, and because
they found that, having violated the
law, they were compelled to adopt that
course. The hon. gentleman took ex-
ception to bis right hon. friend's state-
ment-he did not hear him make it, but
he (Sir John A. Macdonald) might well
have done so-that the Government
were corrupting the Parliament of the
country. The hon. gentleman demand-
ed the proof that this was the case.
Jie would tell the hon gentleman (Mr.
Blake) that no more proof was noces-
sary than the fact that, in open and
flagrant defiance and in violation of
the law on the Statute-book, they had
committed this act for which they
were to-day arraigned at the bar of the
judgment of the House, and for which
they must shortly, despite all the efforts
to the contrary on the part of those
hon. gentlemen who might be found
ready to support them, be arraigned at
a higher and greater tribunal,-the
great bar of the great public sentiment
and of the independent and intelligent
public sentiment of the people of
Canada. The hon. Minister of Justice
who had just taken his seat, had ven-
tured to tell the House that the Govern-
ment committed no wrong in offering
or the member in accepting; the hon.
gentleman undertook to tell the House
that the law on the Statute-book which
declared that a member of Parliament
who accepted a single dollar of public
money, directly or indirectly, for ser-
vices rendered to that Government,
was no longer able to exist within

Mr. TUPPER.

those walls ; the hon. gentleman under--
took to tell the House that the Gov-
ernment, who had given $19,000 of the
publie money of the country to a mem-

er of the House, who still sat and
was sustained by them in the position
of the First Commoner of the
country, had committed no wrong.
Was there a gentleman in the House
who supposed that had this lion.
gentleman continued to sit in Opposi-
tion, ho would ever have fallen so low
as to be able to enunciate, in the pre-
sence of a deliberative assembly, a pro-
position so monstrous and so revolting
to the common sense and Intelligence
of every man in the House and in the
country. He said that the highest and
the deepest wrong that any Govern-
ment could commit was to take the
public money of the country and use it
for the purpose of violating the law,
and, knowing that the law was violated.
to continue year after year the trans-
action. If bis right hon. friend had
said that the Government were cor-
rupting members of Parliament, he had
good groùnds for making that state-
ment, and for saying that a doubt was
cast on the integrity and independence
of every gentleman who supported the
Government of the day. And why?
Because if they could, among them-
selves, secretly contract with a mem-
ber of the House, having beld the views
they formerly had expressed, and hav-
ing denounced those transactions and
anything that had the colour of inter-
fering with the independence of mem-
bers of the House, what might they
not have done ? Who was there-was
there a gentleman in the Liberal Party
of that day, who supposed that Col.
Gray's principles were practically
influenced by the public money he
received, and received within the law.
for performing a public service. the
money being voted year after
year by Parliament, and pad
him ? Was there a member in the
House who did not know that among
the tried, the strongest, the warmest,
and most devoted supporters the right
hon. member for Kingston bad in the
House or in the country, Col. Gray
was among the foremost? No mian
could pretend such a thing; and yet
it was stated in the Journals of the
House, that these hon. gentleman had
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voted and handed down their n
posterity as denouncing that ac
they admitted to be legal, becat
said it cast a doubt upon, and
in spirit the Independence of
ment Act, and cast a doubt
independence of gentlemen wh
the Parliament of Canada; and
ing these views and yielding
sentiment of the House and
country, the Government came 1
and put a law on the Statul
which the hon. gentlemen c
demanded at their hands. An
had these hon. gentleman done
they observed the law ? No ; b
law in their hands, they tre
with the most open cor
He was in error-it was no
the most open contempt, fÈ
contract was a secret cc
It was going on secretly; a mei
the Government had made the c
and the Government were payi
public money, month after mont
long number of years, to a mei
the House without the knowl
other members of the Ilouse;
said that, if the Government c
it in one case, they could dc
another case. The hon. gen
stated that they had stopped
he believed it would be found-
nlot intend to travel out of the re
that, at the very time they sai,
stopped this contract, the Gove
were signing a contract under v
larger and an infinitely greater
noney had been paid over by ti,
ernment to a member of the
Members of Parliament, under
lrcumstances, could only rese

imputation that any doubt was 1
'y their conduct on the indepe
of members of Parliament. TI
a flagrant wrong unredressed; it
flagrant violation of the law, su,
by the hon. gentlemen who sat <
Treasury Benches. There w
member supporting them who mopen to the imputation and su
of being in a position in which 1
secretly making arrangements
the Government of the country
lirectly or indirectly, beneficial
hon. gentleman; and yet the M
of Justice ventured, in the face o
facts, palpable, known, open, ad
and proved by the records the G
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ment had furnished the House them-
selves, to say that the Government had
committed no wrong, because this
resolution was not aimed at the indi-
vidual, but at the higher and the
groater offender, the Government
itself. The hon. gentlemen asked their
supporters to say-what? Tbat it was
proper and expedent, and that it was
not infringing upon the independence
of this Parliament to do what they had
done. They might find supporters
who, far removed from the ordeal
which, at no dlistant day, they
must undergo, and who, away
from that higher tribunal to which
at no distant day he was proud to know,.
they would have to appeal, would so fai
forget those they left behind them as to.
sustain the Government in this emer-
gency. The cheers with which these
hon. gentlemen in former days greeted
the Minister of Justice on that side of
the House, when he proclaimed to the
world that lofty purity and public
morality would be inaugurated under
his rule and administration, if he ever
obtained them, would strongly contrast
with such action. These hon. gentle-
men, however, must go back to meet
the various faces of their intelligent
constituents, who knew and felt that
whatever the necessities of the Govern-
ment might be, public principles wero
of vastly higher and of vastly greater
importance than the exigencies of a
Government, however deserving they
might be ofconfidence in other respects.
The hon. gentleman (Mr. Blake) said
lie was opposed te the views of his
right hon. friend with reference to the
Independence of the Sonate, and he
voted and proclaimed the necessity of
passing a law that would operate on
that body of the Legislature in the
same way as the law existing in refer-
ence to this House. He believed that
the hon. gentleman had undergone not
only a conversion, but a backsliding on
this point. Ilaving got on the
Treasury Benches, the hon. gentle-
man found it necessary and desirable
to use the members of the Senate on.
important publie services, and to place
in the hands of members of the Senate
large sums of public money to dis-
burse for their expenses. The hon.
gentleman had found no danger to the
independence of the Senate, provided
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that the hon. gentlemen were able to
keep their seats on the Treasury
Benches, and lie did not further inter-
tore with it. This body of gentlemen,
once so obnoxious, who were repre-
sented forrnerly to be unworthy of the
confidence of the louse and of the
people of the country, had suddenly
grown in the esteem of hon. gentle-
men opposite; and all their views and
all their principlos in relation to that
professed reform which they had
declared to be so necessary, were now
treated as an idle dream thar had
passed away and the necessity for
which no longer existed. It was only
yesterday that they gave the best
evidenco of the sound statesmanship
of the right hon. gentleman, when he
refused to adopt the law they proposed
and the principles they proposed with
reference to the Senate. When they
desired to send some one on the most
important mission that any gentleman
could be selocted from Canada to per-
form-to deal with the question of
reciprocity, these bon. gentlemen
selected a Senator in the other
,end of the building, and, as far
-as the Public Accounts showed,
;he was not left without an ample sup-
iply of public money, directly or indi-
rectly, to meet all his necessities. And
to-day what did the hon. gentleman
find or consider it necessary to do?
On a still more recent occasion in
connection with the great Centennial
Exhibition, when these hon. gentlemen
wanted to secure the services of able
-efficient and talented representatives
for Canada, at a most important crisis,
they again went back to the Senate
and chose hon. gentlemen and supplied
them with the public moncy they
requirod in order to fully and vigor-
.ously and efficiently represent the
'Government of the country. So that
these hon. gentlemen had become the
,strongest testimony tothe fact that
the views they held when in Opposi-
tion were held, not as principles, but
:as professed principles to be abandoned
when the necessity for using them to
obtain power had passed away. The
hon. gentleman said that the practice
of the right hon. gentleman did not
:agree with his professions, and that
the hon. gentleman had voted down a
resolution which was proposed to pre-

Mr.. Taruiqa.

vent inembers of Parliament from
being shareholders in the Canadian
Pacifie Railway Company. Ie
thought that the louse would
recollect that when the rosolution was
first proposed it was of a character that
would instantly deprive any hon. gen.
tleman of bis seat who, in the most
remote way, evon if ho inherited a
share by the death of a relation, was
connected with the railway. le told
the hon. gentleman that the practice
of the right hon. member would bear
the closest scrutiny in relation to the
Canada Pacifie Railway. So thor-
oughly did the late Administration
carry into practice that law, so com-
pletely was their position in accord with
the essence and spirit of the Act of
Parliament, that they determined no
man, sitting cither in the Senate or
in the House, should be a director.
When thoy took that ground bis right
hon. friend showed by bis practice that
ho was prepared to go further in the
vindication of the independence of Par-
liament than the law on the Statute-
book required. Hon. gentlemen oppo-
site would not have been occupying
their present positions had they given
way on that point. lad the Hon. Mr.
Foster obtained the position of con-
tractor that ho wanted, the refusal of
which threw the Government into
the hands of hon. gentlemen on the
Troasury Benches, had not his right
hon. friend stood true to the great
essential principle of having the Par-
liament of the country independent,
those hon. members would not be in
the position which they had proved
themselves so unworthy of occupying.
But was it such a crime on the part of
bis hon. friend to vote down a resolu-
tion providing that no shareholder
who was a member of Parliament,
should be a director of the Company?
Did that show such an absence of a
proper regard for the independence of
Parliament as made him unworthy of
the confidence of the people ? Then.
lot the hon. the First Minister tell
them why when entrusted with the
power and responsibility of getting a
Government, he went to three hon.
gentlemen who were opposed to him
on that question and asked them to
take seats in the Cabinet.- The hon.
the Minister of Jqstice 4sed & boomor-
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-ang which recoiled and struck one of
the leading members of the Adminis-
tration in the face. Three different
times did the hon. gentleman throw it
and each time it returned and struck
in the face a colleague of bis own who
acted against him on that very ques-
tion. The hon. the Minister of Justice
said be did not contend that the law
had not been vie6ated. Then what was
the hon. gentleman talking about? Did
net the hon. gentleman hold the high
position of Minister of Justice for the
purpose of inaintaining the law, for the
purpose of giving, on a plain direct
question submitted bere, his deliberate
opinion as to what the law of Par-
liament as weHl as the law of the
Statute-book, required in reference
to a q'estion touching nearly and
-dearly ihe position of every bon. gen-
tlemen in the iHouse-that of the Inde-
pendence of Parliament. Thon what
-was the reason of bis reluctancy to
state whether the law had been violated
eor not ? Why did he not say that the
law had not been violated ? Why he
did not say it ? Because ho knew that
all the respect which was felt
for him in- this House and the
country as a great lawyer, would
instantly disappear, and be succeeded
by a feeling of a very different and
opposite character, if ho ventured on
such a statement. But the hon. gon-
tleman was ready te avail himself of
the votes of the supporters of the Gov-
ernment, provided that they could be
induced to declare that that which was
improper was proper, and that which
was inexpedient was expedient; pro-
vided that they would sustain the
Government and declare te the people
that the law on the Statute-book pro-
hibiting one dollar of the public nioney
being paid to any member of Parlia-
-ment, had not-been violaterl in taking
$19,000 out of the Treasury and hand-
ing it over to an hon. member. The
hon. gentleman had said there was no
breach ofthe Act on the part of the
Government. Did he mean to say that
the Government of Canada stood in
this position: that they were to sustain
a man, as a member of Parliament,
when they know by their own net that
ibis seat had become void, and that ho
had become as incapable of sitting in
ibis House, as if ho had neçyr been

elected by bis constituency. - But the
hon. gentleman argued that the matter
should be referred te the Committee
on Privileges and Elections. Did he
forget that when an hon. gentleman
was returned by the returning officer,
and, having taken the. oath in the pre-
sence of the Speaker, was dirocted te
take his seat, that the hon. the Minister
of Justice asked the House, by bis own
motion, not to send that question to
the Committee on Privileges and
Elections to aseertain whether the re-
turn had been rightly or wrongly
made, but ho moved that that gentle-
man should be deprived of his seat,
and that the person who bad not been
returned should be declared duly
elected. He asked whether the hon.
members opposite, who voted with
the hon. gentleman on that occasion to
refuse to send the matter te the Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections,
were prepared te say that the Act
under discussion must be declared pro-
per and expedient before any action
could be taken in relation to a trans-
action in which no proof was required,
because documentary evidence in sup-
port of the charge had been furnished
by the Government themselves. The-
hon. the Minister of Justice said ho
would deliborately abstain from ex-
pressing an opinion. He asked the
House and the hon. members who-
sustained the hon. gentleman, what
this meant when an unanswerable case
bad been made by the hon. mover of
the resolution, supported by the cogent
and argumentative speech of the right
hon. gentleman (Sir J. A. Macdonald),
while the hon. the First Minister
and the hon. the Minister of
Justice took their seats without being
able to move or grapple with a single,
fat in connection with this matter.
What did it mean when, in the face of
such a fact as that, the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Blake) asked bis friends behind
him te sustain the Governmont in-this
matter, and yet deliberately refused to
give his opinion in regard thereto?
Why did the hou. gentleman refuse
bis opinion? Were not the hon. gen-
tlemen behind him, before committing
themselves by a vote which would
deservedly consign them to political
oblivion, entitled te an opinion se that
they might state te their constituents:
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" This was a legal question, and we did
not quite understand it. We had the
high authority of the hon. the Minister
of Justice that this was right and
proper and constitutional. We may
have done wrong; but if so you must
not blame us, because we are not
lawyers. We had confidence in his
law, and he assured us we had the law
on our side, and we believed that we
were not trampling the character of
Parliament, and along with it the high
place the Parliament of Canada occupies
in the estimation of the world, beneath
our feet in accepting the opinion of
the hon. the Minister of Justice." They
would forget everything that was due
to the House of Commons and Parlia-
ment of the country when they vere
obliged to make that confession, but
they took that position with their eyes
open, when the great special pleader
put forward to justify the action,
admitted that he was unable to give
any opinion to justify action on
this question; and they would be
obliged to go back to a justly incensed
and indignant people,who would declare
that they had betrayed their trust. He
was told that 55 of the gentlemen
he had now the honour of addressing
were found to follow the lead of the
hon. the Minister of Justice when ho
voted against sending the case referred
to, which was entirely different from
the present one, to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections. In that case
the man had been returned by the only
power that could return him to the
House; ho had been sworn in at the table
and ordered to take his seat. This was an
insignificantly weak case in comparison
to the present one. They had a case
here which every man could read for
himself. Yet 55 hon. gentlemen were
found who voted that Mr. Claxton's
case should not be sent to the Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections.

Mr. MILLS: That was because the
returns showed on their face that a
majority of the legal votes had been
returned against him.

Mr. TUPPER asked if the hou. the
Minister of the Interior claimed that
the returns in this matter did not pre-
sent, on the face of them, as strong a
case as that. With the admission of
the hon. the First Minister ad the

Mr. TUPPIR.

Minister of Justice, that the law pmr-
hibited the giving of a dollar of the
public money to any hon. member of
this House without rendering his seat
vacant, in addition to the returns laid
on the table by the Government, did
the hon. gentleman mean to say that
this case was not a thousand times
stronger than the one to which lie
alluded? le did not envy the 55 mem-
bers when they were obliged to vote
up that which they voted down on that
occasion, and to follow the hon. the
Minister of Justice, whose necessities
compelled him to right-about-face in
reference to this important question.
The hon. gentleman (Mr. Blake) said:
" 1 do not call this a contract." What
did ho call it ? Did he not know ? Was
the great authority, the great legai
luminary, to whom the House had a
right to look for an opinion upon a
purely legal question, after two years
of close and careful study and painful
study, unable to give an opinion ? The
hon. gentleman fled from the assault
made upon him. He ran away, saying
" I refuse to give a legal opinion.
I do not call this a contract." The
word contract slipped inadvertently
out of the hon. gentleman's lips, and he
said, "I don't know what to call it."
H11e asked the hon. lay members whose
intelligence enabled them to contrast
the position taken by the hon. the
Minister of Justice when ho had n
particle of ground to stand upon, and
the feeble, emasculated condition in
which he had exhibited hiraself before
the Ilouse to-night. Was there not a
reason for the feeble cheers with which
the Government followers tried to4
keep up the hon. gentleman's sinking
courage ? The hon. gentleman woun 1

up by saying that the Government
thought thoy ought to close the con
tract. The fact that they closed th:
contract was the best evidence to the
House and the country of what they
considered it. Had one of the hon-
gentlemen, had either the First Min-
ister of the Crown or the Minister oi
Justice, ventured to say that this was
a proper transaction ? He would ap-
peal to the supporters of the Govern-
ment whether either of these hon. gen-
tlemen had ventured to insult the in-
telligence of this House by saying this
was a proper transaction ? No, they
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had not; but they had pleaded to their
supporters to preserve their existence
-as a Government, which they bad
justly forfeited. The hon. gentleman
tad not been able to say that the
transaction, if not proper, was expe-
dient. The resolution of the hon.
member for North Hastings asked that
î t be declared that the transaction was
both improper and inexpedient. Hon.
gentlemen who voted against that
motion would be obliged to hand their
record down to posterity-that, when
called upon to exercise the highest
iuitv a member of Parliament could
perform, namely, to vindicate the
honour and independence and the
Character of the Parliament in which
they sat, they lad voted for that
which neither the First Minister nor the
Minister of Justice had dared to say
was either proper or expedient, or
would not interfere with the indepen-
dence of members of Parliament.

1r. HUNTINGTON said it was not
his intention to occupy the time of ti
House at any length in the discussion
of this subject. After the admirable
speeches of bis hon. friend the Premier
and the Minister of Justice it appeared
to him that nothing remained to be
said. But there was a painful phase
of this case to which he might be
permitted to call attention, a phase
which he thought did not reflect honour
upon public life in this . country. If
it were true,-and he was not now dis-
cussing whether it was or was not--
that a great political offence had been
cOmmitted under the circumstances
represented by bon. gentlemen oppo-
>i1e, it would appear to him that they
,hould deal with it fairly and in a
judicial and respectable spirit. He did
'Io' see why it became necessary to
nake wild party harangues, and so
degrade the discussion as to give it an
eltirely opposite complexion from that
which they might have expected it
would occupy. The First Minister
had told the House that the Govern-
ment discovered the state of things
cOmplained of last year, and that they
thought it to be inconvenient and im-
Proper, and so a stop was put to it. He
himself had announced, long before
anîybody had spoken of it, that the
practice was inconvenient and impro-
per. lie was sorry to say that the

7, 1877.] in New Brunswick.

Hansard report of the debates of last
year gave very little idea of what took
place in this discussion. It had been
said that there were secrets in the
matter, but there were no secrets.
The hon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
Tupper) with that fairness and can-
dour, and in that dispassionate manner
in which he always addressed the
House, spoke of the secrecy of the
contract made. He (Mr. Huntington)
could not say anything about contracts,
but as to the secrecy the hon. gentlemant
was entirely wrong. The hon. member
told the House that the Government
were pushed by the opinion of the
country and by the Liberal press into
the condition of bringing tIis before
the House. He feared that if the hon.
gentlemen opposite were in office the
Liberal-Conservative press would never
indicate anything so laudable, and
would not tell them when they were
right and when they were wrong. The
Liberal press was an independent
press, and it was for this reason that it
was not guided of necessity by the nets
of the Government. The statement of
the hon. gentleman was incorrect.
Immediately the Government found
out the transaction it was put a stop
to. The House was notified by the
Government of that fact. So. without
any pressure at al], the arrangement
was discontinued. He was very much
pained at the circumstances under
which the matter had been brought
before the House. He wished our
politics m a matter of this kind, where
an hon. gentleman found himself in
such a painfut position as any mai of
delicate sensibilities must find himself,
would permit the matter to be discussed
calmly and without prejudice. Why
had the hon. gentleman refrained from
moving this motion last March ? Whv
had the hon. member waited until to-
night, until the House was going into
Committee of Supply, to move a
motion which could not be amended ?
Did anyone believe it was for th,
purpose of' vindicating the independ-
enec of Parliament ? Why was not
the present action taken last year or at
the early part of this Session ? He (Mr.
Huntington) could almostfancy himself
at the caucus of the party ut which this
particular attack was planned. He
could understand the right lion. member
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for Kingston with *tears coursing
down his cheeks at the position in
which he stood in bringing this terrible
charge against one of the ablest and
most immaculable of Speakers. He
could understand the hon. member for
North Hastings being present-the
two of them being old stagers and
Parliamentary campaigners. le could
understand how the younger members,
the rank and file of the party, werc
eager to get at this. It was urged that
they should not make a motion then,
because the Government would vote it
down, as the proper course was to send
the matter to the Committee on Privi-
leges and Elections. Then they said
they would wait for Supply, and then
the (overnment could not move an
amendment, and the Government
would be obligod to vote down a mo-
tion which perhaps some of them be-
lieved there was something in. The
right hon. member for Kingston,
taking out his pocket handkerchief and
wiping his streaming eyes, said this,
after all, was the true course to pursue.
He (Mr. Huntington) believed that
this position was not fair. It was the
most extreme partizanship. The hon.
gentleman who moved the resolution
knew that the fair thing was to refer
these matters to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections. There should
be an opportunity for discussion:
the accused should have an
opportunity of defending himself,
and, upon the report of the Commit-
tee, the House should act. The motion
was purposely framed for the purpose
of entrapping the supporters of the
Government into giving a vote which
it was believed somo of them did not
wish to give.

Mr. OUIMET said it was not with-
out grave consideration that he came
to the conclusion to second the motion.
It was always unpleasant for a member
to speak upon any question which
might reflect upon one of his confrères,
and more especially when that confrère
occupied the chief position in the
fouse of Commons. The question
before the flouse was of such import-
ance that it was the duty of every
member to carefully and seriously
weight it. It was a question which
involved no less a prineiple than that
great bulwark of our constitution, the

Mr. HIUNTINGTN.

Independenice of Parliament. This
was a prineiple which had been upheld
by many distinguished men. It was a
principle upon which depended the
great strength of our system of legi,-
lation. Every member of the House
must be independent; and this had
been so well understood that laws bad
been framed to prevent anything liko
undue influence on the part of the
Government towards an hon. member.
The fact that the hon. member referred
to oceuipied such a high position as he
did, rendered it all the more imperative
for the Government to state their
reasons for giving the contract to him.
The facts of the case were very simple.
and still more clear when the admis-
sions made by the different members
were taken into consideration. These
facts were presented by the Select
Standing Committee on Public Ac-
counts, when they stated that the
vouchers before them showed that
largo sums of money had been paid
from time to time to T. W. Anglin, a
member of the House of Commons, for
printing and stationery, while a mem-
ber of the House. i n the report
brought before the House it also ap.
peared that different sums of money
had been paid to the St. John
Freeman, to T. W. Anglin, on dif-
ferent contracts, according to pricEs
as agreed upon. io it was clear that
on one side was a party submitting
prices in tendering for contracts, and,
on the other hand, an agreement by
the Government to accept this tender.
and thus bribe the hon. member. The
fact was indisputable that the Govern-
ment had given a contract to an hon -
member otf this House. Quiblbles and
arguments might be used to try and
lessen the fact, but the fact, namely.
that there was a contract between the
Government and a member of the
House, remained. This was the bare
fact standing before the House, and it
did not require that the matter should
be referred to the Select Committee on
Privileges and Elections to show more
clearly that a contract had been
entered into on the part of the Govern-
ment with an hon. member, and that
that contract had been fulfilled and
paid for. This appeared most cleiarlY
in the voucher dated 30th September,
1876, that $2,709 had been paid On,
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account of the contract. The law, as
it had been admitted by the aifferent
members of the Government who had
spoken on the question, was that when
a mnember of the House entered into a
contract with the Government, the
fact of his contracting with the Gov-
ernment disqualified him from sitting
ln the House. That was the law as
interpreted by the different members
of the Government, and more partie-
ularly by the hon. the Minister of
Justice.

Mr. MILLS: I would ask the hon.
gentleman, supposing an hon. member
of the House should be the proprietor
of a newspaper and should enter into a
contract to take an advertisement,
what would be the result'? It is the
samc in principle.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Ask
the proprietor of the Montreal Herald.

Mr. MILLS: Or the Belleville Intel-
iîgencer, or the Chatham Planet, or the
Toronto -Mail.

Mr. BOWELL: I will be happy to
assist you in the Committee to investi-
gate the account of the Belleville
Intelligencer.

Mr. OUIMET said the question was
whether there was a contract or not.
If there was, the law applied; if there
was not, the law did not apply; that
'vas clear if anything was elear in the
world. The reason why the law was
on the Statute-book was that in old
times contracts had been employed by
the Governmaent as bribes to different
mlembers of the House, and they knew
that at that time money had been lav-
ishly ditributed among the membera of
the flouse in England in order to bribe
support in favour of the Government.
When those abuses became too numer-
OUS, a law was passed disqualifying any
ciontractor froi sitting as a member of
the H1ouse of Commons in England; and
that wa the same law as now stood on
our Statute-book. If accepting a con-
tract Was considered a bribe, he sup-
posed that in a bribe there was the
briber and the bribed party. In com-
n on law and election law they pun-
ished equally the briber and the bribed
party. The Government might saywhat they liked, but they could not
get out of this,-that they had given

this contract, and were responsible for
it. The hon. the Premier pleaded
ignorance; but the House knew it
last year; they all knew it. They
considered that the fault was not with
the Government, but with the party
that accepted the contract from the
Government. The moment the Gov-
ernment persisted in continuing the
contract they persisted in their in-
tended bribery. Now was not the time
to say if the hon. member who was
the contractor, was bribed or not, but
whether the Government was justified
in giving the contract to a member of
the House. He (Mr. Ouimet) thought
they were not, and that they must be
held guilty of committing a breach of
the privileges of the House. The
question of the responsibility of the
Government was in question. Who
was the guardian of the privileges of
the House ? No doubt the Government.
If they had committed a breach of'
privilege-and such a thing was donc
often and in more numerous cases-it
would become worse than the abuses
which existed in former times. A
great deal had been said about Col.
Gray's case. The members of the
Government, and more particularly
the hon. the Minister of Justice, could
not exculpate themselves, or reconcile
their line of conduct with the line of'
conduet they took at that time, and he
(Mr. Ouimet) thought this case was
still worse than that of Col. Grav.
Col. Gray was employed as a barrister
to arrange the criminal law for the
whole Confederation, to assimilate that
law. This work was an intellectual
work, and intellectual work was not
paid but indemnified. They, while sit-
ting as members of the Hlouse, giving
their time and intelligence to make
laws for the country, were not paid for
it; none would say they were paid for
it, but they were indemnified. He
mentioned this only to show that the
case of Col. Gray was not the same;
and, besides, the law was not then so
strict as it was now. The only argu-
ments which he had heard on the part
of the Hon. the Minister of Justice to
savo the Governinent from this motion
whieh had been made was, that it was
a vote of want of confidence, a vote of
blame and censure against the Govern- -
ment. He (Mr. Ouimet) knew it, and

Goeerninénit Prinitig 1263-



1264 overnment Prining [COMMONS.]

it had been a painful experience for
him to know that votes which were
given in this House must be distin-
guished in iwo very distinct classes.
lit was all very well for a member to
vote according to his own mind and
knowledge and according to his con-
science, but when the Government was
interested in the matter, it was all quite
different. Members might vote on in-
different matters according to their
conscience, but when the Government
was at stake it was not allowed; what
was just became unjust and what was
unjust became just to suit the different
members who were voting on the ques-
tion. The members who were follow-
ing the Government were told that the
principles upheld by the hon. member
fer North Hastings (Mr. Bowell) were
incorrect. They did all uphold these
principles a few years ago, but to night
it was different; the Governinent now
wanted a vote of confidence and they
must give up all the principles they
had held and vote down the motion
of the member for North Hastings,
because it would hurt the Govern-
ment. The argument of the hon. the
Minister of Justice reminded him (Mr.
Ouimet) of something which had been
said about Paul de Casagnac, the
famous journalist. Jules Simon was
arguing very strongly that Paul de
Casagnac in his paper, as a Bonapartist,
had insulted the Government and
preached revolution, and ought, there-
fore, to be found guilty and imprisoned.
Paul de Casagnac replied by quoting
the long articles and speeches which
Jules Simon had written, and pro-
nounced in the Press and before the
public, about the freedom and liberty
of t he Press, and said that according to
those same principles of Jules Simon
he ought to be exculpated. Jules Simon
said as a joke: "You are not now to
be judged according to my principles,
but according to your own." This was
about the argument of the bon. the
Minister of Justice: the Government
was not to be judged to night according
to their own principles, but according
to the principles which they stated at
that time were the principles of the
late Government, and this vas the
best reason they had to show against.
the motion. In relation to Col. Gray's
case, the hon. the Minister of J ustice

Mr. OUIMET.

said at that time, that it would be a
very injurious precedent to be recorded
in their-Journals. Well, the vote of to-
night would be a worse precedent; it
would just confirm the wrong-doing on
the part of the Government, and in-
fringe the privileges and honour of the
House, of which the Government
ought to be the jealous guardians.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
that, coming from the same Province
as the Speaker, lie would be recreant
to his duty and unjust to the Speaker
of the House if he allowed the vote
to pass unchallenged. Had the louse
considered the result of the motion, if
carried, to the Speaker? They must
consider that he had not had fair play.
Hon. gentlemen sought to injure the
Government, to break down and impair
the standing of the Government in this
country; that was all right enough:
but was it right to seek to injure the
Speaker in order to obtain the end
they hud in view ? If this resolution
were carried, the Speaker's seat was
vacant, he was no longer Speaker of
the louse, he was consigned to private
life, and his little property, which lie
might bave acquired in the courso of
years, vas gone. If this resolution
were carried to-night, he became liable
to penalties exceeding £60,000. Was
it not right that the people of the
country should know that hon. gentle-
men opposite said the Government had
falsified their trust.. and had beeni
recreant to their duty.

Mr. TUPPER : Hear, hear.
Mr. SMITH said his hon. friend froin

Cumberland professed to speak ex
cathedrá for the people of the country.
but, looking to things past, he was not
a true prophet, but a false one; his
predictions had been falsefied by facts.
He said that if the Goverument would
invoke the voice of the people, it would
be hurled from power. This was aIl
rhodomontade. It was all very well
for hon. gentlemen to pretend to speak
for the people of the country, but he
could not do it ; the Government would
speak for themselves and justify their
position. He (Mr. Smith) asked hon.
gentlemen opposite if they were pre-
pared to 4>lace in this position the
Speaker who was their representa-
tive, and with reference to whomn
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he might invoke the statement of
the leader of the Opposition as to
his efficiency in the Chair? Why
did not they bring this matter forward
last Session ? Was it because they
knew that the Speaker incurred a
penalty and sought his destruction and
ruin ? Every act was known as well
last Session as now. Why did they
lie by, and wait till this Session? They
sought now to condemn the Speaker of
the House; they had tied his hands,,
sealed his mouth and stopped his
tongue; they would not allow him to
speak in his own defence, but sought
to drive him from office and utterly
ruin him. If they felt that the Speaker
had violated the law, let them take the
course prescribed by law and adopted
in the British Parliament, and refer
this matter to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections. Was not that
the proper tribunal ?

Mr. BOWELL: Why did not you do
it?

lir. SMITH said they had asked the
Opposition to do it, and they had
refused. Were they going to try the
Speaker behind his back, without bis
having the opportunity to say a word
mn his own behalf ? Surely there was
no precedent for this action, surely
hon, gentlemen opposite would not ask
for the conviction of Mr. Speaker,
when his mouth was closed and he was
unable to defend himself, he being
exposed to a penalty of £60,000. This
'natter should be committed to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections,
before whom Mr. Speaker could appear
entirely by himsel or by counsel, and
defend himseolf from the accusation
brought against him. It was a pure
question of law; and hon. gentlemen
OPPosite in their expressions of
Opinion were biassed and controlled
by party and political feelings. It
wa8 not fair to so treat Mr. Speaker,who was exposed to such tremendous
COnseO.quences. 31r. Speaker should
have an opportiunity of being heard in
hi" defence. This seemed to be a- fair
and reasonable proposal. How any
hon, gentleman could maintain thecontrary lie was at a lo,*s to know.
Everything possible to secure the co:i-dernnation of the Government had
been brought up; what had they to do

kth the charge laid against Mr.
peaker? "Was it fair to surround
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this matter with the question of deri-
liction of duty on the part of the Gov-
ornment and to condemn the Govern-
ment as guilty of crimes ? He thought
not. Mr. Speaker should at least have
a fair trial; and after the question of
law was decided and heard fairly, thon
if Mr. Speaker was convicted for a
violation of the law, this might be used
to the prejudico of the Government.
Let them condemn Mr. Speaker,
if they would, but let him
first be fairly heard, and a fair
investigation be had. If it was shown
that the law had been violated, thon
let condemnation be visited upon the
Government. He appealed to the
sense of justice of both sides of the
House; Ur. Speaker should not be
condemned behind his back.

Mr. COSTIGAN said the hon. gen-
tleman who had seconded the resolu-
tion, and very properly too, he thought,
had suggested that it would bo right
and proper for every member to ex-
press his opinion, and give his roasons
for the vote ho intended to cast on this
occasion. In this regard he asked for
the indulgence of the House while ho
placed his views before hon. mombers.

The Minister of Marine and Fisheries
had made a strong appeal in Mr.
Speaker's behalf. The hon. gentleman
was of a very kind and genial disposi-
tion, and sympathised very roadily
with any one he might consider was
unfairly attacked. But he entirely
diffored with the hon. gentleman when
he said that an accusation and an at-
tack had been made on Mr. Speaker
personally. The course pursued by
the inover of the resolution had, in his
opinion, done Mr. Speaker immense
service, as it had produced for
Mr. Speaker on the floor of
the House a defender in every
member of the present Govern-
ment. The Minister of Justice and
the First Minister had tried to create
the impression that a direct attack had
beon made on Mr. Speaker. They soemed
to ignore the fact that they had any
interest in the matter at ail. If the
sim le and clear proposition had been
made in the House that by the
acceptance of this contract Mr. Speaker
had violated the Independence of Par-
liament Act, he was led to believe that
the Gfmnernment would not have taken
the responsibility of defending it, or
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of placing their supporters in the posi-
tion of justifying the act. The Gov-
ernment said that no wrong had been
committed, and that the question
should be referred to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections. But in the
first place, the contract had been given
by a member of the Governinent, and
sometime afterwards the House was
informed that the contract would
not be continued. Why was this
step taken ? It was evident to every
member of the House, that the con-
tract must bave been awarded under
peculiar circumstancos, and the parties
to the contract must have considered
it unusual. The Government knew
that the law had been violated, and
had been, consequently, forced to an-
nounce that the contract would be
discontinued. About this there
could be no doubt. The Governmont,
by their own act, admitted that. this
was the case; and their own Press did
not attempt to deny it. In all these
questions, the motive for, and the in-
fluence and consequences of these acts,
had a great bearing on the cases in
point. It was said that as Mr. Speaker
had at all times supported the party in
power, there was no object, such as the
securing of his support, to be gained
by giving Mr. Speaker the contract, or
granting him favours. He admitted
that Mr. Speaker had been associated
with the party in power since he
entered Parliament; and he also ad-
mitted that few members on that side
of the House had rendered more mate-
rial assistance in assuring the consider-
able and final success of the hon. gen-
tlemen opposite than had Mr. Speaker.
But there was a time when there was
reason to believe that, whatever Mr.
Speaker's political feelings might be,
he must discontinue the strong support
which, up to that time, he had given
to the Government. This was known
to members of the Hlouse, and to every-
one who had paid attention to the pro-
gress of events when the Government
was first formed; he could not say the
Government as it now existed, for it
was not precisely the same Govern-
ment that had first enterel into office
in 1873. Hlowever, at that period,
it was thought, for many reasons,
that Mr. Speaker was entitled to
a seat in the Cabinet. He would
not say why this position was

Mr. COSTIGAN.

not tendered Mr. Speaker, or why Mir.
Speaker's rights were ignored on that
occasion. He had merely to say that
not only Mr. Speaker, but his friends
outside the House, felt that an injustice
was then done him. There was no
getting over this one fact, that when
the present Government came into
power, and before it was decided who
was to be Speaker, it was rumoured in
their part of the country in New
Brunswick, that this honour was
intended for Mir. Speaker.

Mr. MACKENZIE suggested that
as it would not be seemly for the
House to sit after twelve o'clock, the
debate should be adjourned.

Mr. COSTIGAN moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate, to be resumed atter
routine on Monday.

flouse adjourned at
Twenty ninutesi before

Twelve o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monday, 9th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

GOVERNMENT PRINTING IN
NEW BRUNSWICK.

RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

The House resumed the adjourned
debate on Mr. Cartwright's proposed
motion:-

" That Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair
for the House to go again into Committee of
Supply,"-

And the motion of Mr. Bowell in
amendment thereto; and which motion
was:

" That Mr. Speaker do not now leave the
Chair, but that it be Resolved, ' That in the
opinion of this House it is inexpedient and im-
proper for the Government to have entered intO
any agreement or contract whereby publie
money is paid to members of Parliament, such
as the Poetmaster-General's Reports for 1875
and 1876, and the vouchers laid on the Table
of this Bouse on the 15th March ult., show to
have been paid to Timothy Warren Anglin, a
member of this Rouse for the county of Glon-
cester,namely, $8,126.31, for the yearended 30th
June, 1875, and $10,263.24 for the year ended
30th June, 1876, and $2,709.55, being for the
quarter ended 30th September, 1876, in payient
for printing and stationery done for,and rinted
by him for the Post Office Department of Canada
' per agreement,' as shown by the return laid
before Parliament by the Postmaster-Generl
on the lst of March last, and the vouchers re-
ported to theHouse by the Select Standing com-
mittee on Public Accounts on the 15th March,
1877, as such payments are in contravention Ol
an Act passed in the 31st year of Rer MajestY's
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reign, intituled: ' An Act further securing.the
Independence of ParliaMent,' which provides
that :-' No person whosoe'ver holding or enjoy-
ing, undertaking or executing, direttly or in-
lireciiy, alone or with any other, by himselfor

by the interposition of sny truste. or third
party, any contract or agreement with Her
Majesty, or with any public olficer or Depart-
ment, with respect the public service of Canada,
or under which auy public money of Canada is
to be paid for any service or work shall be
-eligible as a member of the Hòuse of doinmons,
nor shall he ait or vote in the saine,' sud are
calculated to detract from the independence of
members of this House.'

Mr. COSTIGAN resumed his speech.
le said, on the adjournment of the

debate, he stated that he had very few
remarks to make with regard to the
legal, point at issue in this question.
-He explained at that time that
vhile he was ready to admit that Mr.

Speaker had always been a consistent,
intelligent and influential supporter of
the Government and that he had contri-
buted very largely to their success, but
on one point, which was dangerous to
the existence of the Government, there
was a serious difference between the
4Government and himself. When the
Government came into power they had
a very large majority in this House.
They feared no opposition on the
ordinary questions of the day, but
every one would remember that they
feared, and had good reason to fear,
the result of a vote in this House which
was united on the New Brunswick
school question. Notwithstanding the
fact that they had this large maijority,
so great was the sympathy which
existed in the public mind and in the
Hlouse in favour of justice to the
minority in New Brunswick, that the
Government felt their greatest danger
would come from that discussion. In
order to argue this point, however, he
would quote from the St. John Freeman
articles which were written with more
force and ability than any remarks he
eould make. le had endeavoured,
from his point of view, to represent,
in un humble way, what the feelings,
interests, wishes and desires of the
public were on that particular
question ; and he wanted to show that
those feelings and views were enter.
tained and shared and more ably advo-
cated by the Speaker. Tho Telegraph,
another paper of St. John, had tried
to make a point against the Freeman,
from the fact that the paper which
had constantly advocated the rights
of the minority had, for several days,

set

appeared without any allusion to the
subject it had been fighting for. The
Freeman of the 14th March, 1872, said:

I"& is probable that during this struggle
for justice, which promises to be long, many
numbers of the PrneMn ail appear .without
even one paragraph relating to the school
question, as, unfortunately, we bave not rzom
te deal with all the etions 'which demand
our attention ,as full7 as we would wish.
Nevertheless, of our views on, this subject we
donot fear that there will be at any time the
slightest doubt; nor do we fear that our
silence at any time will be misunderstood,
how much soever the Telefraph may strive to
mierepresent it. The Catholics ask for justice
-nothing more, nothing less. This they will
continue to ask for and to seek, by every
constitutional and legal means until they
obtain it ; and the Telegraph and its associates
may, in the meantime, shout ' No Popery;
clerical intimidation; spiritual terrorism;
Popish plots; our schools in danger,' etc.,
until every one in the Province becomes
disgusted with the senseless clamor."

Mr. MACDONALD (Cornwall): Is
the honorable gentleman in order in
referring to such matters.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
has stated that he sees some connec-
tion between this matter and the mat-
ter in dispute, and I think he has the
right to proceed.

Mr. COSTIGAN said the paragraph
he had read would prove what the
views of the Catholics were at that
time. It said that they were deter-
mined to seek, in every constitutional
manner, redress for their grievances.
It showed that the writer advocated
those views and laid down the principle
which every friend of the minority had
felt himself bound by since that time-
a principle to which several of their
prominent men had sacrificed their
interests and positions. Yet, about the
time this question was finally disposed
of in this House, views contrary to
those were expressed by the same
paper. On the 27th April of the same
year, the Freeman, in speaking ef the
responsibilities of the Government on
that question, laid down this princi-
ple:-

" The Constitution makes Lhem guardians
of the rights and interests of the minorities
in regard to this question, going so far as to
clothe them .with special and extraordinary
powers to enable them to make that guardian-
ship effectual. Knowing this,the Catholics
of 'N ew Brunswick, in their extremity, lóoked
to them for protection from the terrible wrong
with which they are threatened. They
hoped that the Catholic members of the Gov-
ernment would make some effort in their be-
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half, but they found that their hopes of
justice were as vain as when thev appealed
to the fanatical majority in New Brunswick,
to whom alone they were coldly told they
must look for justice.- ' '

The ninorities had the right to look to thein
(the Governmnent) for prctection; that pro-
tection it was their duty to afford, and be-
cause they had refused to afford it the
Catholics of Newu Brunswick now hold them
as fully responsible for all the cruel, wrong
and grievous injustice they must endure as
even the Local Government itself."

This was written while the late Gov-
ernment were in power before the
Speaker occupied his present position;
and those opinions were freely received
by the parties most interested in the
discussion that took place at that time.
In accordance with the principle laid
down in the first extract he, moved a
resolution to effect a removal of the
grievance of which the people of the
Province complained. At the same
time an amendment was moved, no
doubt with a view of keeping clear of
a direct vote on this motion-just such
an amendîment, though not so serious
in its consequences, not so directly
aimed at the rights and liberties of the
minority, as the famous amendment
moved to his last motion on this ques-
tion, and was avoided, and they were
for a time defeated; but during that
Session, by the passage of the amend-
ment of the hon. member for Stan-
stead, this House expressed its regret
at the aet of the Local Legislature, and
expressed a desire that it should remove
the cause of dissatisfaction which
existed in the Province. But they all
knew that the amendment produced
very little good at that time. On the
25th June, 1872, the following appeared
in the Freeman:-

" The time when the New Brunswick
School Act might have been disallowed bas
now passed, and for its refusal to protect the
minority of New Brunswick in the fair and
constitutional way from injustice and oppres-
sion, the Canadian Government are plamnly,
fully and directly responsible. If the Privy
Council decide that the Act is unconstitu-
tional, as we hope they will, no thanks what-
ever will be due to the Canadian Govern-
ment. If, unfortunately, their decision be
that the Act is constitutional, and therefore
valid, and if the New Brunswick Govern-
ment and Legislature refuse to yield to the
unanimoun wish of the Canadian Parlia-
ment, as we much fear they will, then will
the agitation assume another and very
different phase."

This was very strong language.
They had doue everything in their

1fr. COSTIGAN.

power to get the grievance remedied
Their representatives were united
on the question, and did everything
in their power to carry out the
views of the article from which
he first quoted. He must agree
with this article to a certain
extent; he felt that the Government of
the country might have done more
than they did. He blamed them at
the time, and voted against then.
When the question was disposed of by
the amendment he referred to, and as
they had not much hope of deriving
any benefit from it, their only hope
was to wait for the next session of
Parliament, in order that they might
bring forward their claims to be bard.
In the next Session, in 1873, they had
had to deal with another question. The
Local Legislature of New Brunswick,
instead of acting upon the advice of
this House, or upon its suggestion
rather, and instead of shcwing any dis-
position to amend the law, passed
amendments which were still more ob-
jectionable, and which gave rise to a
discussion in the House. He then
made a motion asking for the disallow-
ance of the amendments. At that time
the members of the present Govern-
ment and their friends were in Oppo-
sition, and the motion was passed ask-
ing for the disallowance of the amend-
ments. The members of the present
Government and their friends---he was

speaking of them as a whole, though
there might be some exceptions-voted
unanimously as the party known as
the Opposition of the day, with him on
that occasion, demandirig that these
laws should be disallowed. It was
true, that the vote was then a direct
vote of want of confidence in the Gov-
ernment, who met it as such, but, not-
withstanding that fact, thirty-nine
Conservatives, supporters of the then
Government voted against the Govern-
ment and against their political friends,
in order to do justice and give fair play
to the minority of New Brunswick. Be
mentioned this circumstance to show
the difference between the policy Of
the Conservatives in acting indepen-
dently of the Governiment, which theY
uniformly supported, and the hon.
members who belonged to the other
party. When ho first brought this
motion before the House, ho met with
the cordial sympathy, co-operation nfd
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encouragement nocessary to assist him
in carrying the question before the
House and contending for it from the
Conservatives who were supporting the
Government, although it was a matter
calculated to embarrass the Government
very much. He mentioned this as
a proof of their sincerity, and thoir
exceptional sincerity in contrast with
what he would not call the want of
sincerity, but the course pursued by
the hon. gentlemen who were called
upon when the time came for them to
be placed in a similar position. And
what did these hon. gentlemen then
do? When he appealed to the House
on behalf of the minority of New
Brunswick, against the then Govern-
ment, asking for the disallowance of
the law-and this motion went further
than any subsequent motion on the
question-thirty-nine members of the
Conservative party in the House, who
had been misrepresentod in the country
with regard to their course on that
occasion, voted against the Government
and for the disallowance of the Bills,
and with the members of the present
Government, who then sat on the Op.
position benches. The difference he
wished to make was this: that when
these hon. gentlemen afterwards came
into power, and he asked not that this
legislation should be set aside, that the
rights of the Local Legislature be
interfered with, or that the Act be dis-
allowed, but that an humble address be
presented to ler Majesty, asking that
the interpretation should be given to
the -British North America Act which
they believed it was meant to express,
a change took place. What did the
honourable gentlemen on the Ministe-
rialist bouches, who had previously
expressed so much sympathy with
them. do? Why, four mombers of the
Liboal Party in the House voted
against the Government on that ques-
tion; four members of this Liberal
Party who had been since held up in
New Brunswick as the friends of the
Catholies in this relation, and of that
g:eat party who stood in the House
with a very large majority, the Govern-
ment being then able, if ever a Gov-
ernment was able, to do justice to the
minority in New Brunswick, only four
members voted with him on that ques-
tion. It was true that the names of
more than four Liberals appeared on

the division list, but ho was not mis-
represonting the facts. It was true
that some of these Liberals voted with
him, but they were from New Bruns-
wick and lNova Scotia, and they voted
against the Government because thev
did not desire any interference with
the law at all. They did not wish to
do anything with it, or refer it to
the Privy Coancil ; ho wished to make
the point that only four members
of the Liberal party then voted
against the Government, in order
to contrast it with the conduct of Con-
servatives. When it was declared in the
country that the minority had the
sympathy of the party then in power,
ho said, let them meet this argument.
When Liberals said that the Conser-
vatives had ill-used this minority, they
had a right to do so, but had the Liberal
party donc botter? This argument
stood unanswered. Thirty-nine Con-
servative voted against their own Gov-
ernment, on a motion going further
than he had asked the hon. gentlemen
at present in power to go; and were
they under the same obligations to do
so as the late hon. gentlemen? No.
The question had never been previously
raised. They bad, sprung it on their
Government, against whom ho had
fought as hard as any man could fight
on that question. He believed the
minority were entitled to fair play,
that to obtain it the Government
should fall. He had contended that
the minority should not yield, and that
they had a right to secure the amend.
ment of the law and protection; but the
party on the other side of the House
were under greater obligations towards
the minority than the Conservatives,
for they had made use of the question
in order to get into power, and to the
injury of the Conservatives before the
country They had wrested constitu-
encies from the Conservatives because
the latter had not carried out to the
fullest extent the demands of the min-
ority of New Brunswick.

Mr. MACDONALD (Cornwall):
What Government granted free schools.
in Ontario?

Mr. COSTIGAN said ho had always
had a great deal of difficulty in dealing
with the question before the House,
and if ho could only do justice to this
subject, he was satisfied not to allude to
the question of separate schools in
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Ontario. He knew this, that he could
not and did not agree with the action
of the late Government on this question;
that ho had not truckled to them, and
that he had not received favours from
them. He had felt it to be his duty to
fight against them in this respect. He
had also felt it to be his duty when the
hon. gentleman who had led them to
believe that they sympathized with
them, and who had given a vote in the
House, not of sympathy but of interest,
to bring the matter before them;
but it was clear that the Liberals
voted in the House, in 1873, to a man,
with the view of reaching the Ministe-
rialist benches, and not with the view
of granting to the minority protec
tion. He appealed to Mr. Speaker on
this question, as one who was a member
of the Liberal party,and who must have
known their feelings and wishes on
that subject. While ho, as a member
of the Conservative party, was doing
all he could in the interests of the
minority, not a single member of the
Liberal party was prepared to sympa-
thize or vote with him. It was now
known and admitted what the Liberals
wanted in 1873 ; they had no sympathy
with that minority. It was against
their principles to vote for separate
schools, and, if they voted with him
on that occasion, it was only because
they desired to attain office; and this
was the vote on which they went te
the country, and for which such great
praise had been given to the Liberals
in the Morning Freeman, and in other
papers throughout the country. It
was a vote which entitled them to the
support and sympathy and confidence
of every warmhearted and honourable
Catholie in the country, believing that
they were sincere in what they had
done, and looking te them for protec-
tion; but there was every reason now
to believe-and they had had proof of
it-that this question was only made
use of at the time to humbug the
minority with that vote, and te ,injure
and weaken their political opponents.
It was unworthy of the position of any
party in this country te take that
course in order to make political capi-
tal out of the question. When that
vote was demanded in the House,when
it was carried, the minority of New
Brunswick had reason to expeet that
their case -was as good as settled. The

Mr. COBTIGAN.

expression of the House was strong in
their favour, and a majority of thirty-
four or thirty-nine had gone so far as
to say that the law of the Local Legis-
lature must be set aside. As the Local
Legislature would not do then justice.
they felt that, and they had every
reason to believe, when they woufd
ask for an amendment of the constitu-
tion in this regard, this step would be
fairly met by the louse. In the
Morning Freeman, of December 4, 1873.
when the present Government were in
power, an article appeared, showing
that the opinions previously held in
this respect in this journal, had not
even then changed. It was stated:
" The New Brunswick school question
was the not very remote cause of the
downfall of the late Government; we
hope that it will not prove equally
fatal to the Government now in power.
Because Sir John Macdonald and Sir
George Cartier trifled with that
question, one day offering the Chau-
veau amendment as a compromise, and
another day refusing to pass that
amendment, and substituting for it
the Colby amendment, but always
refusing to exercise the power vested
in them by the constitution for the
protection of the minorities, they lost
the confidence of a large portion of their
supporters in Quebec and Ontario.'
This was just what he had stated. The
late Government had not gone as far
as the people in some of the Provinces
thought they might have gone, and
electors transferred their confidence to
those gentlemen who had said they
would go much farther, and to that
party of which Mr. Speaker was a
distinguished member. All those hon.
members who now occupied dis-
tinguished positions in this country,
stated at the time, that were they in
power they would settle the question
at once, but as they were in OppositiOn
they could only offer the minority
their sympathy. It was further stated

" But for this los of support theyneed not
have sold the Pacifie RaiIway Charter in
order to retain their majority in the larger
Provinces. They made the mistake of paY
ing more regard to the threats and clamour of
a few fanatics in the Maritime Provinces than
to the honest public opinion ofthe DominiOn.

He grealy feared that the presefnt
Government, with their very large
majority, were similarly influenced by
these gentlemen-he would not dis-
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tinguish them by the same epithet-
the representatives of that Province.
The article continued:-

"And this mistake proved fatal, for
because of it they might have come out of
the election of 1872 with a minorit, if they
had not made the bargain with Sir Hugli
Allan, which prolonged their power for a
season, but eventually involved then in
ruin and disgrace. The majority of the men
now in power showed, when they were in
Opposition, a disposition to do justice, des-
pite the uureasonable clamours of men wbo
trade in fanaticism. They profess to be, and
wve believe they are, men of high principle.

"Principle, therefore, and not mere expe-
diency must be their guide in this school
question, as in all other questions, if they
would not sacrifice the high reputation
gained by the self-denial and the efforts of
so many years."

These were the hon. gentlemen
o pposite who had disposed of the
school question, and to which, with
expressions of satisfaction, the hon.
member for Halifax had alluded the
other night. Was it principle or ex-
pediency that dictated the amendment
moved to his resolution and pressed
before the House ? When the Govern-
ment had spoken on this very question,
and complained of the present amend-
ment, he was reminded of their con-
duct on that former occasion. They
had even asked His Lordship the
Bishop of New Brunswick to accept
an amendment which they did not
dare show him. They had not even
paid Ris Lordship the common cour-
tesy of placing that amendment in his
hands, though they asked him to
accept it, though it might mean one
thing or anything. He'(Mr. Costigan)
was not deceived. He suspected at the
time what the amendment would tend
to, and his fears were realized when he
heard it read. He appealed to the
House, and to the sense of jutice and
fair play which had actuated some at
least of the supporters of the hon.
gentleman on this question, previously,
and to those who had then so readily
voted, while in Opposition, for the dis-
allowance of the Act; but they would
not even granted an adjournment of the
debate or give time to look into the
amendment. The motion had been
v0ted down. The amendment had
been sprung upon them, and members
of the House who had been cnvassed
had agreed to it; and itwas dangerous
to allow time to consider it. The hon.
gentlemen opposite might well have

looked back to the course they had
taken in moving that amendment
when finding fault with the amend-
ment now under discussion. It was
further stated:-

" We thought that the Catholic Bishops
asseibled'at Quebec last spring blundered
sadly, when, after the refusal of Sir John A.
Macdonald to give effect to the vote of the
House of Commons, they advised that no
further action should be taken by the advo-
cates of freedom of education."

This, he took it, was another evi-
dence of the sinceritv of the views
entertained by Mr. Speaker at the time,
and if the independonce and determin-
ation with which Mr. Speaker had put
them before the country thon, judging
from Mr. Speaker's writing, no man
was high enough, or important enough
to make him swerve, or render him
(Mr. Speaker) open to the suspicion of
not being thoroughly consistent and
sound on this question. He took it
that this was the reason why Mr.
Speaker had not even spared the
assembled bishops of the Province of
Quebec who did not adopt his views at
the time, which were those Mr. Speaker
then certainly entertained.' It was
very easy to understand the course of
the Bishop and clergy of Quebec. on
this question. The motion for disal-
iowance had been carried, and this
would necessitate -the Government to
give effect to it. The then Govern-
ment stated in the House that they
were not prepared to take that course,
and referred the matter to the Judicial
Committee for adjudication, and pro-
vided means to defray the expense of
the enquiry. He had not approved of
this, and he was prepared, as honor-
able members on both sides of the
House were aware, to follow up the
advantage they had gained. The
bishops of the Province of Quebec
did not take the same view, for this
reason, ho supposed: they thought
that time should be given in order to
secure the judicial opinion in England,
which had been asked for, and if it
was not favourable, and if the minor-
ity required any assistance after that
which they could afford, they would do
all in their power; but they did not
want, and perhaps they did not wish,
to take such steps as would defeat
the Government or produce a
change in the country, while
there was any tribunal before whom
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the matter could be laid. There was
no doubt that they (the Bishops) were
prepared to give their sympathy and
support to the minority after this
appeal had failed. The Hon. Mr.
Dorion, in his address to the electors
of Napierville, had made a statement
which gave rise to a good deal of dis-
cussion in New Brunswick, and all
over the Dominion, because he seemod
to foreshadow that the present Gov-
ernment did not recognize the exis-
tence of any duty that they owed to
the minority on that question, and that
they, in fact, had nothing more to do
with it. This was the way in which
this matter was treated in an editorial
in the Freeman:-

" We would, as we have already frequently
stated, very much prefer that justice were
voluntarily done by the majority of the peo-
ple of New Brunswick. We would like tr
feel that they were willing to do the minority
justice as soon as they found that the school
system was indeed regarded by the minority
as a violation of the rights of conscience.
Mutual respect and good-will would thus
best be pronoted. We would like te hope,
as Mr. Dorion hopes, that the Local Legisla-
ture will, next Session, so amend the law as
to patisfy all parties, but the minority, who
are now suffering so cruelly, cannot wait
passively for relief that may never come.
Invery many districts their children are
growing up uneducated, and all over tbe
Province tey are oppressed. and plundered.
If the Legislature of the Province again
refuse them relief, they muse again appeal
to the Dominion Parliament, and no doubt
they will find the zeal of some of those now
in Opposition greatly quickened in their be-
half. It is hard to tell when the decision of
the Judicial Committee may be obtained,
and if it be not obtained before the close of
the next Session of Parliament, and no relief
be had, meantinie, from any other quarter, it
is evident that they will be compelled to look
to those whom the Constitution makes the
guardians of their rights and liberties."

He had endeavoured, by reading
extracts from this journal, to give the
reasons why the Government had
grounds besides those of the public in-
interest for the course they had. pur-
sued towards Mr. Speaker, after the
formation of thoir Government and.
before the school question was brought
up for the last time in the House. He
had shown from the Freenan what the
policy of the minority of New Bruns-
wick on this question had been; what
had been expected from their repre-
%entatives in the House; and what
ti.eir representatives had always ad-
vocated up to a certain time. When

Mr. COSTIGAN.

they were last elected they were re-
turned on this question, and for the
purpose of pursuing the same policy
with regard to the school question that
they had previously followed. He, at
least, understood it to be their duty to
advocate it in every constitutional
way, and obtain relief for this minority
from the Liberal as well as from the
Conservative Government. He and
the Speaker were the only two repre-
sentatives left on that side of the
question from New Brunswick. In
his own county, it was truc, there was
a small majority of Catholics who ad
vocated separate schools, but there was
a very large majority of Protestants
who advocated common schools. If
ho thought that question was not a
very important one, if he thought it
was one which might have been passed
over from time to time, there would
have been no necessity for him in-
curring the strong opposition of those
electors who believed differently from
him; there was no necessity of him
incurring the opposition of men in his
county, men who were intelligent,
and who fought their political .battles
with determination and energy. There
was no reason why ho should expose
himself to defeat in advocating a cause
that, -when ho came here, he found did
not really exist. ie came here
thoroughly believing that he had the
same duty to perform as he had before.
The only difference was that he asked
for the support of hon members
opposite, not only on account
of the vote they had given before,
but also on account of the appal they
had made to the country, and the an-
swer the country gave in that respect.
In 1874, when ho attempted to move
that resolution,he had an advantage oVer
the Government, an advantage which
ho intended to use for the benefit of
the cause he advocated. He intended
to ask for an amendment to the consti-
tution. He was determined that if the
House refused that amendment lie
would ask for the disallowance of
those bills which those gentlemen voted
should be disallowed. The year lad
not expired, and although the late
Government did not foel in a pogitiOn
to disallow them, hon. gentlemen op-
psite had said that they should be disal-
Iowed, so he had the present Govern-
ment at a disadvantage. This was after
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xbc time when Mr. Speaker had ac-
cepted the position which lie now oc-
cupied, and which he contended, while
being an honour to Mr. Speaker, and
a mark of appreciation of his very dis-
tinguished abilities, was a source ofre-
gret to the friends of the cause lie
advocated. There were only two re-
presentatives in Parliament of 100,000
of the population in New Brunswick,
yet under this fact, and at the very
eve of success, at the time when the
question above all others assumed a
more serious aspect than before, when
blood had been shed in Mr. Speaker's
own constituency and the lives and
property of his constituents were sacri-
ficed, this was no time for Mr. Speaker
to abandon his position of independence
as a private member of the House, and
accept honours and favours at the
hands of the Government of the day.
Itwas becaie ho (Mr. Costigan) did not
endorse that arrangement that he was
disposed to vote as he would that day.
He would do this even though he might
be censured by many of his warm
friends. But he preferred to risk that
censure. He preferred to be blamed
by those who thought him blame-
worthy, and so have the consciousness'
that he was doing his duty; and he
was prepared to take the consequences.
Notwithstanding the Government's
strong majority there was reason
to believe that, had the member for
Gloucester occupied the same position
he had before, that the Government
could not have defeated the motion.
He (Mr. Costigan) contended that he
had reason to complain, although he
,did not complain at the time. He
thoughtthatitwasdisadvantage enough
for the honorable member for Glouces-
ter to have occupied the position of
Speaker. But he had a greater cause
for regret afterwards. Not only had
he lost the assistance of the hon.
member for Gloucester, but lie
subsequently lost his sympathy
in that respect. He said that a
great change had corne over the
honorable member's views, and while
he sought advice and encouragement,
he found that the honorable member
thought it was inexpedient to press
the matter then. Their policy was to
fight this principle out until they had
obtained justice. But they had not
obtained justice. No change was

made in the laws, no concession had
been made to their rights, their
position was growing daily worse,
and they had been deprived of
their educational privileges for
three years. le believed it was his
important duty to press this question
before the House, and lie invited a vote
on it. After the question had so been
raised, Mr. Speaker, in his paper,
admitted that it occupied a very pro-
minent place in the consideration of
this House, and that it was generally
admitted that it would probably carry
by a majority of 15. Therefore the
question had not lost entirely its hold
upon the feelings of the members of
this House. It was believed that the
Government would invite an open and
free expression of opinion, and would
not take advantage of their influence,
which was very considerable, to vote
that motion down. There was no doubt
that a majority of the House were
preparod to do justice to the the min-
ority, and there was no doubt of the
vote until the Government called for an
adjournment, assembled their friends,
and ipsisted upon the matter being
voted down in the interest of the Gov-
ernment. The amendment proposed
by the Government was sprung upon
the bouse ; it must have borne evidence
that it could possibly do no good to the
cause he (Mr. Costigan) favoured. He
believod at time it was killing that
cause, and he now thought he was
right inso thinking. The Government
by this vote closed the doors of Parlia-
ment against it, although thoy saw it
was the true solution of the difficulty.
The very morning after the debate, the
mouthpiece of the Governinent, the
Ottawa Times, of March 11th, 1875,
contained the following article :-

" By reference to our Parlianentary re-
port, it will be seen that this question was
disposed of at a comparatively advanced hour
this morning, at 3 o'clock, by a final vote of
119 to 60.

" Mr. Costigan's motion was not directly
negatived, but it is a question if its author is
the better pleased on that account. That any
result in the direction towards which Mr.
Costigau leads, will follow froin the motion
as amended, is not to be expected. We trust
however, that he will take the broad hint,
that in a kindly spirit has been given to hirm,
and that he will seek relief from the only
authority competent to afford it. That
authority he will find nearer home t'ian
either Ottawa or Westminster."
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When the battle was over the organ
showed whatnfiesse had been used in
order to produce the desired result.
ie did not know that it would interest

the Hlouse, were he to justify himself
with respect to articles ques-
tioning his coarse, and he would,
therefore, content himself with
saying that when he moved the
motions it was with an earnest desire
to secure the remedy sought for.

Mr. CASEY said that as this motion
could not be amended it would be
necessary for some who did not often
trouble the Hlouse, to explain their
position before voting. He objected to
the motion both on account of the mat-
ter contained in it and on account of
the way in which it was presented. It
opened with the statement of an opin-
ion on constitutional principles upon
which they were all agreed, both in
the Mother Country and in Canada, and
which scarcely needed to be reasserted.
If the motion had stopped at the asser-
tion that it was inexpedient that any
hon. member should receive a contract
from the Government, there would
have been an unanimous vote on the
subjeet. But it went on to assert mat-
ters of fact. It asserted, at least by
implication, that there was a contract
between the Government and a mem-
ber of the House.

Mr. BOWELL: It says an "agree-
ment," not a bargain.

Mr. CASEY: An agreement of the
nature of a contract. It asserted
further that this agreement was in
contravention of the law providing for
the Independence of Parliament, and it
asked the House to affirm the question
of fact, and also that there was a direct
contravention of the law. He held
that the House was not in a position to
pronounce a deliberate judgment on
either of these two points, as to the fact
of the contract or as to the effect of
that contract in controvening the
law. With regard to the question of
fact, such evidence as had been laid
before the House would certainly dis-
prove the assertion that there was a
contract. There was evidence, the
absence of which would negative the
assertion that there was a contract.
That evidence could not be taken before'
this House in a proper form. Therefore
it was not in a position to deliberately

Mr. COSTIGAN.

assert that there vas a contract.
As to the question of law he entirely
agreed that the House was not in a
position to assert the legal principle.
that whatever understanding did exist
between the Govern ment and Mr.
Speaker was a contravention of that
law. Parliament was not a legal tri-
banal to decide questions of law, and
ho was glad that, in presenting that
view to the House, to have the strong
authority, the legal opinion of the
Leader of the Opposition himself ; for
it would be within the recollection of
a great many hon. members, as it was
within his own memory, that, in the
Session of 1873, when several legal
questions arose regarding the validitv
of certain elections to the House, the
right hon. gentleman objected to their
being pronounced upon by the House
without reference to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections. In the South
Renfrew case, for example, the right
hon. gentleman held that the matter
should not be pronounced upon by the
lHouse, and should not even be doter-
mined upon by the Committee on
Privileges and Elections, but should go
to a sworn Election Committee. The
poll-books and other papers were sub-
mitted to the Committee on Privileges
and Elections; but the hon. leader of the
Government, as the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston then was, went so far
as to support, in that Committee, a
proposal to the effect that the matter
should not be pronounced upon by that
Committee, but should be referred to a
Special Committee, which alone was
then empowered to examine witnesses
under oath. The West Peterborough
case was rather different from that at
present before the House. The evidence
was not of the incomplete character of
that now presentel. Returns were
placed before the flouse showing, 01
their face, a different result at the
election from that which had been re-
ported ; but, notwithstanding the
strong, and to the minds of many hon.
members, conclusive evidence before
the Committee, the hon. lèader of the
Government insisted that the case
should be referred to a Special Commit-
tee. The right hon. gentleman said,
in effect, that if the House should con-
stitute itself a tribunal for electoral and
judicial decisions it would have no
time to transact the business of the
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country, and that such cases-and he
agreed with the hon. gentleman on
that point, however it might apply to
the case in question-should not be
made the subject to party votes in the
House. H1e hoped the right lon. gen-
ileman would endorse the sentiment he
advanced on that occasion, and induce
the hon. member for North Hastings
4o withdraw bis motion, and prevent
this question, which was affecting not
only the Government but the House,
from becoming the subject of a party
vote. From those considerations he
deduced the opinion that as to the
matter of the resolution, it was not
such as could fairly be brought to a
vote in the bouse. As to the manner
in which the resolution had been
brought forward, he held that it was
very unfair, not only to the Govern-
ment but to the Speaker, and to every
hon. member who ordinarily supported
the Government, that such a motion
should be proposed in amendment to
going into Committee of Supply. The
motion contained much withwhich they
all agreed, and also much which many
hon. gentlemen must hold to be at
least unproved, if not disproved. The
hon. member for North Hastings had
asked the House either to accept the
motion as a whole or reject it as a
whole. They were not allowed to
amend the motion, to retain such por-
,ions as they believed were proper, and
reject such portions as they did not
approve, but they were called upon to
either accept or reject the whole. He
supposed the hon. member thought it
would be a very bitter pill for sup-
porters of the Government, though he
nad conveyed it with a sugar-coating,
whieh was a very peculiar kind of
sugar-coating, for he placed at the be-
ginning of the resolution such an axiom-
atic statement of principle as no one
could deny, and followed it up by state-
inents which hon. members could not
endorse, in order to be able to go to the
country during the next summer and
approaching elections, and tell his con-
stituents throughout the country that
the "mechanical majority " in the
1ouse had voted in negation of a prin-

ciPle which was admitted by all lovers
ofcnstitutional practice. He considered
that the manner in which the hon.
maelber for North Hastings had mixed
matters in his motion so as to, per force,

compel supporters of the Government
to apparently oppose constitutional
principles, was a sufficient reason
in itself for rejocting the whole
resolution ; and he felt that, in
rejecting that resolution, he was not
violating the principle affirmed,
which was a wholesome principle. He
hoped every supporter of the Govern-
ment would vote against the motion,
by doing which they merely wished to
show to Mr. Speaker and the Govern-
ment that fair play and that chance to
exculpate themselves from the charge,
which every hon. member hud the
right to demand. It was worthy of
notice that Mr. Speaker could not, in
the House, defend himself from the
frequent and bitter attacks made upon
him, and had no opportunity to answer
even misstatements, if misstatements
were made. Mr. Speaker could not
leave the chair and call upon any hon.
member to fill it while he remained in
the House to make explanations, and
the only possible opportunity he could
have to clear himself was, to make a
statement on oath before the Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections,
and he considered Mr. Speaker should
have that privilege in justice to him-
self. The right hon. member for
Kingston appeared to have taken the
line of argument, that Mr. Speaker had
been driven into the matter by the
Government. Hon. gentlemen oppo-
site seemed to have divided the man-
agement of the case: the hon. member
for North Hastings inflicted the wound
on Mr. Speaker, while the right lon.
member for Kingston acted the part of
pouring oil into the wound and wine into
his mouth, in other words, that of the
good Samaritan, as distinguished from
the part played by the hon. member
for North Hastings. le was sorry to
have noticed that the oil was rather
acrid, and the wine he was afraid was
rather sour, judging from the tone of the
right hon. gentleman's remarks, which,
although appearing favourable to
Mr. Speaker, were rather of a sardonic
or sarcastie nature than otherwise. In
fact, the right hon. gentleman seemed
to have laid before himself the difficult
taak of urging that the seat of Mr.
Speaker was made void, and, at the same-
time, contending that they of the Op-
position were the best friends of Mr.
Speaker, and that they with whom he.
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had always worked had acted ungene- could r
Sously. That was the task whieh the by the
right hon. gentleman laid out for him- with r
self, but ho would find it a very diffi- manne
cult one to carry out. He had now charge
given his reasons for opposing the ings ce
motion of the hon. member for North tween
Hastings. It was impossible, as he charge
had noticed, te amend the motion; he opposit
intended to do the next best thing, ont of
viz.: at the earliest possible moment, ifficul
when the practice of the Hlouse would net on]
allow, to propose such a motion as in the
would bring the whole matter before they Co
the Committee on Privileges and Elec- had do
tions, and se give Mr. Speaker the ever,
privilege of stating his case under oath Speake
and of giving such evidence as could to vote
not be rojected by the Committee and membe
the House, and also allow the Govern- that M
ment a chance te state their case, and the ep
allow the House finally te come te a the C
deliberate and judicial decision upon Electiot
the whole matter. He pronouncd no oatb.
opinion on the merits of the case; such contain
would be inconsistent with what he had the cha
already said. He had his own in- ernmen
dividual opinion, but ho considered it
would be inconsistent with constitu- into an
tional practice if he should express any which p
opinion at the presont time. fie would membor
merely say that the question should be frat -pr
thoroughly inquired into by a Com. reason
mittee, and on its report the House men
should base its formal decision. Act pasÊ
He considered that in this matter the of Par
House should know the opinion of the renderin
Government; that after the statement the Min
he had macle of bis intention te move there wz
the motion ho had indicated, the leader entering
of the Government shocld give the the Act
flouse the opinion, more d istinctly than should n
he had clone, whether such a motion Act was
referring the matter te a Comm ittee Panliamn
would be agreed te and supported by contraco
them. flaving thus placed the matter should h
before the flouse and the Govrnment, wished
ho would ask tho leader of the Govern- members
ment what course they intended te pondencE
take in regard ta that question. the flous

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said that n enly for
hon. niember could rise to-speak upen was Omai
se dolicate a subject as that under dis- ivhon the
cussion, with Mn. Speaker in the Chair, tbeY wrol
witheut feeling ho was treading on the Ma
delicate ground; but ho trusted that in him te re
any remarks which ho might feel it his friends
duty te make, he would net disregard give itt
any rule of proprity in debate. fe Adminiet

Mn. CASE!-. net bro

in New Brunswick-.

e-echo the sentiment expresed
right hou. member for Kingston

egard te the able and impartial
r in which Mr. Speaker had dis.
d his duties. But personal feel.
uld net be allowed te cpme be-
an hon. member and the dis-
of his duty. Hon. gentlemen
e were endeavouring to get
what they felt te be a very
t and awkward position,
y after the professions made
country, but after stating that
nsidered what the Government
ne was improper. They, how-
throw the blame upon Mr.
r, and called upon their friends

down the motion. The hon.
r for West Elgin had declared
r. Speaker should be allowed
ortunity of appearing before
mmittee on Privileges and

ns, and denying the charge on
The motion did not, however,
any charge against Mr.Speaker,
rgo was made against the Gov-
t--that it was inexpedient and
r for the Government to enter
y agreement or contract by
ublic money was paid te any
of Parliament. That was the
oposition affirmed, and- the
given for it was, because such
ts were in contravention of an
sed to secure the Independence
iament. According to the
g of the Act given by the hon.
ister of Justice, it meant that
s no harm in the Government
into such a contract, and that
did net say the Government
et do it. But the object of the
te secure the Independence of
nt, and te take care that no
rs, placemen or office-holders
ave seats in the House. Ie
te call the attention of hon.

te the remarkable corres-
which had been submitted to

e, which was remarkable, net
what it contained, but for what
tted. They were told that
Government acceded te office

te to thePostoffice Inspector in
itime Provinces, instracting
move the printing from the
f the late Government, and
o the friends of the present
ration. Why was that letter
ght down ? In 1875, the at-
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tention of the Government was called
to the question of Government print-
ing in the Maritime Provinces, and a
letter was written, stating that here-
after the work would be done at
Ottawa. It appeared, from the letters
of the hon. the Postmaster-General,that
the reason for making the change was
not owing to the fact that the Govern-
ment felt it was wrong and inexpedient
to allow printing to be donc by a
newspaper office owned by a member
of this House, but because the work
could be done at less cost at Ottawa.
Therefore, the attempt of the Govern-
ment to gain a little credit for having
changed the system, could not be sus-
tained. In a letter from the Post
Office Department, on March 3rd, 1876,
it was stated that representations had
been made to the Postmaster-General
that the parties who supplied the
stationery had a large quantity of
paper on hand. Who made those rep-
resentations ? However, pressure was
brought to bear on the Government
which induced them, subsequently, to
write the letter of 22nd April. The
letter read:

"I arn to inform you that the Postmaster-
General has consented to the printing,by the
Feeman office, of such forms as are required
in large quantities for the use of the office
for the ensuing three months."

That co3nvicted the Government of
having the facto before them, and of
deliberately writing a letter to give
work to a member of Parliament. No
more damaging letter could be brought
from the files of the Department, or
could have been written by an opponent
of the Government than that brought
down by the Government themselves.
They krew that they were giving
work to a member of Parliament, and
therefore they could not pload ignor-
ance, and state that, as soon as it came
to their knowledge they stopped the
abuse. But the hon. the First Minister
said he regretted it. Regretted what?
The hon. the Minister of Justice said
they had done no wrong; ho said the
Government had a perfect right to give
a contract or an office to a member of
Parliament. But what did the hon.
gentleman wish the House to infer
'.im) that? That Mr. Speaker had
done the wrong in taking the contract.
That accusation was not made by the

resolution, which threw the blame on
the Government. When Mr. Speaker
considered the fact that the hon, Min-
ister of Justice had thrown the whole
onus of the transaction upon him, ho.
(Mr. Kirkpatrick) thought he might
be thankful that, in describing it, the
hon. gentleman used a little of the
Christian virtue of charity which he
did not always display when
speaking of his political oppon-
ents. Mr. Speaker would be
glad te know that this was
no crime. He agreed with the-
hon. the Minister of Justice that there
was not; but ho had heard that hon.
gentleman intimate that the conduct
of the hon. member for Kingston was
nothing short of criminal when he was
enjoying the benefits of a contribution
paid, but not contributed, by a railway
company. Ho was glad to know that
the hon. gentleman, in the course of a
few weeks had become a little softened
and mollified, and ho hoped that here-
after the same charity would be ex-
tended towards bis political opponents
as he extended to his friends. What
was the duty of the hon. gentleman in
this matter ? It was his duty, when
the facts of this or any other case came
to his knowledge, to lay them before
the bouse, so that action, if action wero
needed,might be taken upon them. One
month ago the report of the Com-
mittee on Public Accounts brought
those facts to the attenion of the
House, and even late as it was then, it
was the duty of the hon. gentleman to
refer the matter to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections to be inquired
into. But as he had not seen fit to d,
so, they could only ask him to road the
law and give his opinion on it. The
hon. gentleman admitted the point in
the resolution. He admitted that " it is.
inexpedient and improper for the Gov-
ernment to enter into any agreement
or contract whereby public money is
paid to members of Parliamont," and
that those payments were "calculated
to detract from the independence of
the members of this House." But the
hon. gentleman said those paynents
were not in contravention of tho Act
to secure the Independence of Parlia-
ment. It was due to the House that
the hon. gentleman should state
whether the facts before the House did
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or did not bear out this case. Did he
mean to say that the money was paid
without any consideration; that no
value was given ? There was a return
which stated that this money was paid
as " pr agreement." He would like
to sk the hon. gentleman whether
such a payment was in contravention
to the Aet. The hon. gentleman re-
fused to give an opinion; he knew his
reputation as a lawyer would suffer if
he doclared it was not a contravention
of the Act. The hon. gentleman tried
to bide himself by silence, but, at the
same time, ho would vote that it was
not in contravention of the Act.

Mr. BLAKE: No.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: The hon.
gentleman said "no,"-he would vote
for the resolution which declared that
such payments were calculated to
detract from the independence of
members of this House if a different
word to contravention were used;
therefore, did ho not say by
his vote that it was not a con-
travention of the Act of Parliament?
He would call the Speaker as a witness
to prove that the seat was not called
into question by the resolution under
discussion. One of the Standing
Orders of this House was that if any-
thing should corne into question touch-
ing the return or election of any
man, the member was to retire
during the debate. The very fact of
the Speaker's presence now, demon-
strated that ho did not consider his
seat was in question. Hon. mem bers
might laugh, but they were trying to
laugh at a smail matter and creep out
of a small hole. The hon. member for
West Elgin said ho was very sorry for
what had been done; but, in order to
got the mechanical majority Io support
the Government, he promised to sacri-
fice the Speaker and thon send the
matter to the Committee on Privileges
and Elections. Of course, the hon. the
Minister of Justice was right in saying
that there was nothing wrong in the
Government giving a contract to a
member ; but it was wrong in them to
conceal the facts from Parliament and
the country, and not to issue at once a
writ for a newelection tofill the vacancy
caused thereby, or to acquaint the
House of the facts so that they might

Mr. KIRKPATRICK.
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be enquired into by the Committee.
It was the concealment of the facts
that made this matter doubly wrong
on the part of the Government. The
bon. the Postnaster General said that
the motion did not suit him, but that
if the blame were put on some one else
besides the Government le would vote
for it. Now, with reference to the
weeping and wailing of the hon. the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, who
propounded the extraordinary position
that the passage of the resolution would
have the effect of extracting from the
Speaker's pockets £60,000, he (Mr.
Kirkpatrick) did not know whether
the hon. gentleman was sorry for the
Speaker or for the £60,000. It was the
first time, however, that he had heard
a person acquainted with the laws of
the country give utterance to the
opinion that the Judges would be
governed by a simple resolution of this
House. It was the first time that he
had heard that a resolution of this
flouse bocame law. Before anything
became law it required the assent of
the other chamber and the assent of
the representative of the Crown. ' He
hoped that the hon. gentleman would
show that he bad reconsidered this
matter and found that his opinion of
the law was wrong, and that he would
vote for the resolution to show that he
had recanted this erroneous doctrine.

Mr. MASSON said it was evident the
Government felt keenly the sad and
unfortunate position in which they
were placed at this moment,when a per-
son, occupying the position of the hon.
member for West Elgin, informed the
House that if the Government would
promise to refer this question to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections,
the difficulty which existed would not
be so great to overcome. lie would
ask that hon. gentleman and the Gov-
ernment if such a course would relieve
thom of the difficulties surroundilg
this question, why they did not, two
years ago, adopt the course which wasl
now suggested? How was it that they
al lowed an bon. member to ait here in
contravention of the law, and laced
one of their supporters under thue ne-
cessity of saying, if they would place
themselves right, he would swsl-
low the pill. The hon. gentleman w8
giving a vote of non-confidence in his
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friends- he was blaming his friends for
what thoy had donc-a position out of
which they could not get. Hcw could
the hon. gentlemen expect a Prime
Mlinister to admit that he had been
wrong for two years, and to say, in
efect, that if his followers were only
good children and swallowed thepill
vell he would at once refer the matter

to the Committee. He thought that
the House would agree with him that,
never in the history of the country,
at ail events since Confederation, had
anv Government been placed in the
humiliating position that the present
iovernment were in by the a.sertions,
denands and requirements of their
own friends. There was no more diffi-
cuit or disagreeable position than to
be obliged to argue in favour of a thing
whieh they knew to be false-than to
be in the position in which the bon.
gentlemen opposite were. lad it not
been for the ability of the bon. the
Minister of Justice nothing would have
been said on the question from the
Ministerial side of the House. When
they saw the hon. the. Postmaster-
General, a master of language and
ideas, Ivas unable to say a single word
in favour of the Government, when
ihey saw the whip of the party stand up

aiid admit what be had done, there must
be something wrong. The Ministers,
it was evident did not know how to
defend the case; they each defended it
in their own way. The effect of the
sipeech of the hon. the Minister of
Public Works was to make a scapegoat
of the Speaker. Not having the inti-
mnation from the hon. gentleman,
another hon. member got up and de-
elared it was unfair to bring this mat-
ter up when the Speaker was in the
Chair and unable to defend himself.
The hon. the Minister of Justice came
fonward and sai the position of bis
hOn. friend was an absurd one-that
the proper course would be to refer
the question to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections. Unfortu-
nately another hon. gentleman, who had
not received the hint from the hon. the
Minister of Justice, said the motion wa
a very clever one, and was made to
<atch the votes of the pure Grits. That
on. gentleman seemed to think that

the Rouges of Quebec would have nodifieulty in swallowing the pill.

Now those gentlemen were from his own
Province, and he did not like to see
them abused; he would like it under-
stood that they had as much virtue as
the Grits. There was, however, a
great deal of force in the position taken
by the bon. mover of the amendment
with reference to the Liberal party of
Ontario. What was the position the
Ministers of the Crown were taking
in defending this hopeless case ?
When he spoke on Protection
the other night, he never expected
that this statement would be realized
so soon. It was said, on the other side
of the House, that they would not put
into execution the promises they made
while in Opposition if they attained
power, and he had thon said that a
party wbo would advocate principles
in Opposition which they were not
ready to act upon when in power, was
unworthy of the designation of ler
Majesty's Loyal Opposition; and also
that the great reason for the reaction
now going on in the country was be-
cause the Liberal party were, one after
the other, repudiating all the principles
they had advocated when in Opposition.
And but a few days afterwards, they
saw the Leader of the Government make
an appeal to his friends to repudiate
openly, and, for party purposes,the most
important principles they bad advo-
cated before the country during the past
twenty years, and to respect which
they had taken a great deal of trouble
to train the people of the country.
They ail knew that this had been one
of the greatest planks in the platform
of the Liberal Party throughout the
whole Dominion. But a few years ago,
since Confederation, he had been pre-
sent in the Local Legislature of Quobec
when the Independence of Parliament
Act was being discussed. The Liberal
Party was represented there by able
men, and they all inveighed upon the
great necessity for the Government to
impose restrictions upon the employ-
ment of members of the louse, and
the giving to them of lucrative posi-
tions and contracts, also upon the ne-
cesity for purity everywhere; and they
went so far as to desire the Govern-
ment not to give a single contract for
the building ol a single colonization
road, if it was for over $400. Hon.
gentlemen opposite had held that no
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member of the House, while such,
should be even employed in a legal
capacity, and, nevertheless, he feared
that these hon. gentlemen, or a great
many of them would be so carried
away by party spirit as to vote against
the professions which they had so
loudly advocated a few years ago.
Their position must be a sad one,
when they saw the Minister of Justice,
who could manufacture arguments if
they did not already exist, obliged to
have recourse to defend himself to the
tu quoque argument, which the hon.
gentleman had so much despised a few
nights previons. Then, when the
Minister of Public Works was discuss-
ing a public question, the hon. gentle-
man sought te defend himself by cast-
ing a reproach at the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston; but the Minister of
Justice, following his colleague, de-
clared that the Liberal Party had lived
long enough to le responsible for its
own acts instead of justifying itself
by the faults of its predecessors
in office. The Opposition thought
this rather hard on the Minister of
Publie Works, but this was a matter
for the hon. gentlemen to settle be-
tween themselves; but the hon. gen-
tleman (Mr. Blake), notwithstanding
his great ability, had, the other night,
been forced, on this question, to have
recourse to the tu quoque argument in
order to defend the Government. The
hon. gentleman reproached the hon.
member for Kingston for having
approved of the practice of allowing
placemen to sit ,in the House, and stated
that it was more important to keep
p lacemen than contractors out of the

ouse. He thought this was a great
mistake. The reason why public
opinion was formed in England against
the appointment of placemen was be-
cause, in the time of George the Third,
the House of Commons was crowded
with what wero called placemen.
This became an evil. In fact, in the
House, at that time, there existed a
party which was neither Liberal nor
Whig nor Tory, but which was called
the King's Friends. It was thon neces-
sary te pass enactments te avoid the
recurrence of such evils, but there
were no contractors in the British
House of Commons; and it was not
necessary to croate such a feeling in

Mr. MAssON.

the old country against them as existed
against placemen. The difference
between placemen and contractors was
similar to the difforence betweon sen-
timent and reality. When the hon.
member for Kingston allowed place-
mon to sit in the House, he stated that
it was upon this great principle, that
if men had special qualifications neces.
sary for the public good, he could do
as was done in England-take them
from the House of Commons and em-
ploy them; and even, as was donc in
England, take them, if ho chose, out of
the ranks of the party and employ
them; but the hon. gentleman never
gave them contracts, and never
allowed Government contractors to sit
in tee House. The reason for this was
very simple: every body knew what a
placeman was-he received a certain
salary, so much a month; but who
could tell the salary of a contractor ?
It was unlimited. A contractor could
make any amount of money. The
principle applying to these cases was,
consequently, not the same. The
Minister of Public Works had tried to
smooth down the difficulty by saying
that they had disapproved of this
arrangement at the time, but that they
could not cancel it entirely. This was
the old story over and over dgain.
The hon. gentleman sought to make of
Mr. Speaker a scape-goat for them-
selves. In the Post Office matter the
hon. gentleman knew that the Post-
master-General who had committod
this blunder was no longer a member
of the Government, and consequently
this gentleman, who now occupied a
high position elsewhere, was held up
as the guilty party. The hon. gentle-
men opposite turned round and said:
" Oh, it was a bad bargain, but we had
nothing to do with it. Attack the
party who was guilty of it; " but the
party said to be so guilty Was
out of their reach. This was not the
only instance in which the Government
had doue a pusillanimous act un-
worthy of themselves. This was an
act for whieh they must be held res-
ponsible, unle-s they had disavowed
distinctly, fairly and honestly, ail con-
nection with it. Some five years ago-
when the question of rodueing the
tax on tea was brought up, and
they were asked to take fiour and
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bread stuffs off the free list, the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Cartwright) voted in
favour of a tax on flour, and with his
hon. friend the member for Kingston.
This proved that this hon. gentleman
could be sometimes responsiole for the
faults committed by his predecessors
in office.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I want you to
show me that.

Mr. MASSON said this .was not all.
It was the systematic policy of hon.
gentlemen opposite always to get out
of a scrape by throwing the blame on
some one else when they were attacked.
Hon. members recollected the
discussion on the immigration ques-
tion, and the immense blunder com-
mitted by the Government in sending
back to Europe, at the cost of $5,000
or $6,000, immigrants brought out to
this country at great expense; and
what wae the answer of these hon. gen-
tlemen? Did they boldly and frankly,
as Ministers of the Crown should do,
say, " We feel ourselves responsible for
it." No; but they said, as the Minister
of Finance declared, that, as soon as
they heard of it, they put a stop to it,
and threw the blame on Mr. Letellier
who had become Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province of Quebec. The Min-
ister ofJustice also in this case said, in
as plain language as he could, that
they were not guilty of paying money
over to a iember of the House, but
that the member of the House who
received their money was the
guilty party. But there were
always two parties to every in-
fraction of the law. Only a few days
ago the Government had stated as
their reason for not giving some con-
tract to some one in the Lower Pro-
vinces, that they could not do it ac-
cording to the provisions of the Inde
pendence of Parliament Act. This
was in answer to the hon. member for
Victoria. If Mr. Speaker was guilty
in receiving money from the Govern-
ment while a member of the House, he
submitted to every man of common
sense whether the Government, who
gave this money to th& Speaker, were
not as guilty as the person who re-
ceived it. The Government were the
parties who should have remedied the
evil, and vindicated the independence

81

9, 1877.] in New Brwisun'ck. 1281

of Parliament. It was unworthy of
the Ministers of the Crown to fall back
on Mr. Speaker, and say that they
were not guilty in this matter, but
that Mr. Speaker was guilty. The
Goverument should not have allowed
Mr. Speaker to remain in his seat
after he had no right to it. Hon.
members might say and argue what
they chose, but these were broad facts
before the flouse. An agreement had
been entered into for the doing of cer-
tain printing, and the person with
whom that agreement was made was a
member of the Hflouse; ho accom-
plished the contract, and he received
the money. He believed that they
were bound, unless they wished to>
repudiate the whole principles of their
past, to vote for the motion and against
the Government for the abuse of their
power, committed in order to do an
act which violated the law of the land,
and which, though, under the present
circumstances, he hoped and thought
it had no bad results, under other cir-
cumstances, when a Government less
pure and less honest in professions
than the gentlemen opposite might
hold the reins of power, might be
made use of as a precedent for the
awarding of contracts to members of
the House, and probably to Speakers
of the House.

Mr. RYM AT said he thought that a
little boiling down would bring this
matter into a more narrow compass.
He presumed that it was right and
Parliamentary usage,under the circum-
stances, for the Opposition to move a
motion like the presont one; but, after
twenty years of experience in Parlia-
ment, he had never known of a Govern-
ment who did not treat such a motion
as a motion of want of confidence. If
his hon. friends opposite were really so
wonderfully anxious to secure the
purity and independence of Parliament,
they would have made this motion some
time ago, when this arrangement or
contract or whatever they might call
it, was in progress; but the hon. gen-
tlemen had waited their time and
watched for, their opportunity. As he
had told his friends a few weeks ago,
the Opposition meant business. Tiey
were piling up a record-if it were
possible-against the Government to
use at the coming elections. If there
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was any truth in the old saying, that
the best protectors were manufactured
out of old criminals, he warned his
friends that any deriliction of duty
on their part would he sure to be found
ont. -He would give bis view on the
inatter. Uc looked ipon this motion
as a call for a direct vote of want of
confidence. le had taken bis views
on the duty of a member ofParliament
as regaided votes of want of confidence,
from the teachings of bis bon. friend
the menber for Kingston. le had
heard the lion. gentleman frequently
say to his followers in times of dire
necessity-

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Like
this.

Mr. RYMAL: No; the hon. gentle-
man was not in dire necessity. The
bon. gentleman was in gi-eat want,
which would be sup)plied, if, by any
means, the lion. gentleman could cross
the floor and take bis seat on the
Treasury Benehes. The doctrine the
hon. gentiernan had taught him,
and which he had received from
prominent pliticians in Canada eigh-
teen or t wenty years ago, when he first
entered Parliament, was, that when a
vote of want of confidence in one's
friends wvas moved, if they had one's
confidence as to the gene al adminis-
tion of affiis, that part of the motion
was altogether to be lost sight of, and
that one w'as to vote with bis friends
if they otherwise retained his confi-
dence, agtinst the proposition of bis
opponents. This was the case to-day.
lie had no hesitation in voting against
this motion, once, twice, and thrice if
necessarv, in order to sustain bis
friends, because the results of a vote

* against theni was to be considered;
and when ho looked on the Opposition
benches he saw the materials of which
the former Government had been com-
posed. That Government, he fancied,
bad not refleoted a great deai of credit
on ('nîada, nor had they attracted the
adiiraton ofthe world. When he had
to cone to a conclusion between those
who were in and those who were out,
of whom a Government was to be
manufaciured if this Administration
were defeated, he did not hesitate a
moment in sayiig that he should vote
for those who were in. He was fnot

Mr. RYA .

going to speak as to the merits of the
question. H1e did not believe that it
was right-Mr. Speaker, one of the
parties corcerned, being in the
Chair-to condemn him without
being heard. He believed in British
fair play, and in the laws enacted by
the British peop'e, whieh secured fair
play to cach and every one of theni.
le thought that the matter should be
referied to the Standing Committee on
Privileges and Elections, and that after
a thorough investigation into all the
cireumstances con nected with what
was called a contract, the facts should
be reported to the House ; and if Mr.
Speaker had violated the law, of course
he would have to suffer the consequen-
ces. If his friends were shown to
have corruptly entered into a bargain
for the purpose of corrupting Mr.
Speaker, he did not I esitato a nonient
in telling them that when he was con-
vinced that tley had been guilty of
aiv corrupt aet, lie should nîo longer
sustain thema in the Government. He
would inforn tlhose who had not bad
so onlightened an experience of Cana-
dian Parliamentary lite as lie had hin-
self enjoyed, that ibis was a trap re',
accordinîg to the old saying, by knaves
to catch fools. H1e trusted that the
purely specious pleading which they
had Leard had had no effect on the
minds of the friends of the Government.
If they valued the position whieh the
Liberal Party had attained in the Do-
niinlon, and recolleeted the long and
ardent and ai most violent struggle they
had gone through to obtain it, and if
ther believed that the interests of
Canada would be best served by the
perpetuation of the rule of the Liberal
Party, they should stand by the Gov
ernment in the bour of need. What
were friends worth if they wore not
triends in the hour of need ? Hie had
never lieard his bon. friend from Ki ng
ston say himself, but he had frequently
lieard that the lion. gentleman bal
often said to his friends: "When I am'
right my opponents will sustain mei,
but when I ani wrong I want to
be sustained by my friends." le
eould quite understand how hon.
mentlemen of that state of mind said
that, because the (overnment had
sinned in a slight degree, that was no
reason why they should eject them
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from office, and call back those who,
they believed, had sacrificed the best
interests of the country. le, for one,
would not do it, through fear of going
back to his constituents. He had
often heard it said that those who had
a palpitating heart when they passed
the graves of their friends, made a
great noise in order to keep up their
courage. This, lie fancied, was the
case with his lion. friends opposite. If
they looked at the political graveyards,
they would find their friends' tombs;
and, when they passed, they fancied
they saw some horrible hobgoblins.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALu : We
see a resurrection.

Mr. RYMAL said there was a resur-
rection to two different conditions.
Hon. gentlemen opposite talked about
a great reaction in the public mind,
and there was some slight evidence of
a change. He had often heard refer-
ence made as to the different character
of the representation of the t wo ridings
of Ontario. Those who knew the his-
tory of the county of Ontario best,
would know that, for the last twenty
years, almost as regularly as an elec-
tion occurred, the character of the rep-
resentation was changed. He had
heard his hon. friend from Kingston
plainly tell the House that the riding
was his especial property.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : I
tiink not.

Mr. RYMAL : But it went into the
hands of other owners at the next
election. Some seats Lad been lost in
Lower Canada, lie knew; but he did
lot believe that the reaction, about
which there was so much boasting,
had occurred to any appreciable
extent. le was not afraid to go back
to the people. He did not believe that
the Canadian people were so lost to all
sense of shame that they would eall
back to power. the men who disgraced
thle imstitutions of our country and
legraded themselves.

Mr. MACMILLAN said, no matter
under what circumstances the motion
had been brought before the House, it
Was there, and had been discussed byboth parties, and it was desirable thatthe scssion should not be continued
any longer until a conclusion had been
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arrived at as to whether the course pur-
sued by the Government with reference
to tbis matter was correct or not. The
important point for them to consider
was, whether Mr. Speaker had lad a
contract with the Administration for
which he had received acertain amount,
as stated by the Public Accounts Com-
mittee. If this was a fact, than it was
certain that he eommitted a contra-
vention of the Independeice of Parlia-
ment Act. If they were to believe
the Public Accounts that this contract
had been running from 1873-74 until
last summer, continually-and not only
did the Public Accounts show this, but
there had been positive assertions to
the same effect from the First Minister
and the Minister of Justice-then Mr.
Speaker was not entitled to a seat in
the Chamber, and his constituency -was
actually unrepresented at this moment.
It was necessary to enquire whether
Mr.Speaker had received any assistance
in carrying out that contract. From
the evidence adduced it was clear that
he had received a certain amount of
money for the performance of a con-
tract, that the contract was made by a
previous Postmaster-General, and that
it -was continued by the subsequent
Postmaster-General, and that the -ov-
ernment, from time to time, had ordered
the amounts to be paid. He contended
the Government were as guilty as if
the present Postmaster-General had
ordered the contract in the first
instance. Morally they were just as
guilty for the political acts of their
colleagues as if they themselves bad
committed them. Even supposing the
present Lieutenant.Governor of On-
tario had made the contract, who should
the people of Canada look to as know-
ing that a breach of the Independence
of Parliament was committed more
than to the hon. the Minister of Justice ?
Even after the present Postmnaster-Gen-
eral discovered the arrangement that
bad been made, he did not discontinue
it immediately, but ho allowed the con-
tract to run, at least, until ali the ma-
terial was worked out. The lion. the
Minister of Justice either drew atten-
tion to the Pacifie scandal and Col.
Gray's ease for the purpose of divert-
ing the attention of the House, or as a
precedent. If it was for the purpose
ofa precedent, then he was astonished
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that an hon. gentleman who held thai
high position at the bar of Ontario,
which the hon. the Minister of Justice
did, should ever be guilty of quoting a
precedent which lie had held to be
directly unconstitutional and wliich had
been reserved. It might be that the
hon. the Minister of Justice desired to
call away the attention of the louse,
and lie could readily understand why
the Government should not wish the
matter proved as it should be. Before
the hon.the Minister closed his remarks,
be asserted that he was not going to
express an opinion upon this subject
at the present time; that it was not
customary to do so. This was much
like a criminal who when arraigned
and asked whether he was guilty or
not guilty, replied that he was not
certain until he had heard the evidence
and th- finding of the jury. The hon.
gentleman was not satisfied as to
whether the Government and Mr.
Speaker had been guilty of a contra-
vention of this Act or not until the
case was sent to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections to aseertain
whether they were guilty or not. lie
(Mr. Macmillan) contended that this
Committee was merged in the whole
House. Its members were selected
from and were a part of this flouse.
and this Ilouse in its entirety was
much more capable of hearing a dis-
cussion upon this important su'bject,
and of giving a correct judgment with
reference to it, than the Committee on
Privileges and Elections. The majority
of the members of the Committee
would at least be favourable to the
Government, and would show their
kindness to them as far as possible.
He had no doubt that all hon. members
who supported the Government would
be so on this occasion, but ho did not
think that one hon. member could
conscientiously say that the course pur-
sued by the Government in this matter
was oie to be supported. He was not
going to say that any hon. member
who voted for the Government would
be defeated when he again went before
the people, but he would say that he
did not think they would have the
chance of supporting their party as a
Government in the next Parliament.

Mr. KERR said he knew it to be a
fact that a large number of his con-

Mr. MAcmLLAN.

stituents fel that there was a certain
class in the Dominion who had not re-
ceived that consideration to which
they were entitled. Ile knew, further,
that this class .looked with pride and
satisfaction to the fact that one of
their members had been elevated to
the highest and most honourable posi-
tion that could be oecupied by any
hon. member of this House. And he
knew, also, that the hon. gentleman
who promoted this motion did so as a
direct thrust, not only at Mr. Speaker,
but at a large body of people.in this
Dominion. The motion was a two-fold
motion, as it affirmed two things. In
the first place, it stated that the Gov-
ernment was entitled to the censure of
the louse and the country; and,
secondly, that the First Commoner in
the Dominion was not entitled to a
seat in this House. The hon. member
for North Hastings, who, according to
his own view, was the very High
Priest of British liberty, was depriving
a man, against whomn lie made the
most serious allegations, of the power
to open his mouth. le (Mr. Kerr)
wanted this fact to go throughout the
length and breadth of the country;
from Prince Edward Island to Van-
couver Island. If it was a sincere
effort to purge the louse of impurity,
ho would render his hearty co-oper-
ation; but if it was to make political
capital, while the pretended purpose
would not be accomplished, he
had no sympathy with the motion.
When the West PeterborougLh case
came up in March, 1873, if his recol-
lection served him, it was moved that
it should be disposed of by this House.
The right hon. member for Kingston,
however, said the time of this House
mustinot be taken up by trying cases of
this kind, that there was only one
proper tribunal before which cases of
this kind must go,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: You
voted the other way.

Mr. KERR said, if there were any
case at all presented by this motion. it
ought to go to the Commit tee on Privi-
leges and Elections.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Did
not my hon. friend vote against the
West Peterborough case going to the
Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions ?

in New Brunsuwick.



[APrIL 9, 1877.] in New Brunswick.

Mr. KERR said he did not. His
experience in Parliament was not very
long, and, if lie had to witness, Session
after Session, what lie had seen time
and again this Session, he would not
care how soon it was terminated. He
hoped every hon. member would re-
solve to lift these discussions into a
higlier grade, and not take each other
by the throat as if they were wild
beasts. There was one point, if the
hon. member for North Hastings (Mr.
Bowell) were correctly reported, as to
the amount of money received by the
Speaker as a member of this House, to
which ho (Mr. ierr) would refer, not
because it was a remark made fearlessly
and boldly in the discharge of duty,
but lie thought the lion. gentleman
might have spared that remark-a
reference to his having perquisites and
all that, in his position as Speaker.
Perhaps the Speaker had some per-
quisites, but he was sure the hon. gen-
tleman shared the benefit of any hos-
pitality he so liberally dispensed, and
might have spared him the remark.

Mr. BOWELL : You are mistaken.
Mr. KERR said he rejoiced that the

Government of the day,and the Speaker
in common with t hem, made their rosi-
dence in the capital of the Dominion a
home for the inembers of the House.

Mr. BOWELL: Now refer to the
ion. Mr. Blake's speech, on the same
question, will you ?

Mr. KERR said the motion started
out with the statement that it was im-
proper for the Government to enter
into contracts whereby any public
money should be paid to any member
of this House. 11e supposed they were
all in sympathy with that. He did
flot find in the law that it was not
legal for the Government to give out
such contracts, but he hoped they
never would do so. Then it stated
that the Speaker had received that
money in direct violation of the Inde-
pendence of Parliament Act. In the
first place, he (Mr. Kerr), and, lie sup-
posed, any gentleman accustomed
to weigh evidence as a lawyer
iust weigh it, was not dis-
posed to take these two statements
as proven before the louse. There
might be a contraet, but he did not
know Of it. le was not disposed to

accept the statement of the hon. gen.
tlemen opposite on that subject, as lie
bad beard so many statements made by
them not confirmed by facts. So ho
asked, if there were an agreement or
contract, to let it go to the tribunal
before which tiiese facts could bo estab-
lished, and if the hon. gentleman
desired to have the faets proved before
the proper tribunal it was not noces-
sary for him to make such a long or to
some extent inflammable speech. In
happy contrast to that speech was the
speech of the lion. the leader of the
Government. le said honestly he
did not approve of the Govornment
entering into contracts or agr'eements
with mcmbers of this House, but he did
not attempt to deny it; because, very
properly, lie did not consider this was
the time to discuss whether that allega-
tion was a fact or merely an allegation.
Then they had the speech of the right
hon. member for Kingston, a gentle-
man for whose talents and long public
career he (Mr. Kerr) had a very great
deal of respcct and admiration, admit-
ting, however, a great many draw-
backs. But the most amusing part of
the right hon. gentleman's speech was
when lie wished the Speaker to con-
sider not only that he was not his
opponent, but that lie was almost his
champion on the floor of the Iouse.
-He (Mr. Kerr) supposed tlie Speaker
did not wish the hon. gentleman or
himself (Mr. Kerr) or any one else to
be his champion, but so long as lie was
iii the Hiouse lie would always be a
champion for fair play. The righit
hon. gentleman had, in times past,
given the Speaker substantial evidence
of his sincere, devoted and gushing
friendship for him, and ho had no
doubt that the yearning gushing feel-
ing of love for him had increased with
increasing years. The hon. gentle-
man would not do the Speaker any
harm, lie seemed to sugar him all over
that he might, like the whale-tiough
the whale had a small throat-swallow
him.

Mr. ROCHESTER : A white shark

Mr. KERR said he thought of how
many of his own friends, politically, the
hon gentleman had slain, of how many
political wrecks made by the right hon.
gentleman-having con to grief
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through trying to follow him-were to
be found in almost every riding of this
Dominion.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

Mr. KERR resumed bis speech. He
said, when the Speaker left the Chair at
six o'clock,theHouse was contemplati ng
a very ben utiful, but very extraordinary
picture. They were just beholding the
right hon. member for Kingston in the
attitude of clasping Mr. Speaker to bis
fatherly bosom, and as Mr. Speaker
was proceeding from this eiamber and
the right hon. gentleman fol lowed him,
it would require no very great exercise
of the faculty of imagination to hear
that right hon gentleman humming that
innocent little ditty: "Glad to meet,
sorry to part, and glad to meet again."
He wished the smiling face of the right
hon. gentleman graced this chamber at
this moment, but no doubt bis lasting,
his sincere, bis unadulterated friend-
ship for Mr. Speaker would draw him
to the Chamber to see that this side of
the House at least did him no injustice
in this debate. He would, however, ask
Mr. Speaker to recollect a sentiment to
be found in his classical reading in bis
college days, which, if ho recollected
right, ran this way : Timeo Danaos et
dona ferentes. He feared that this
aptly illustrated the kind of friendship
which Mr. Speaker had reason to expect
from those who were professing it to-
night. Let Mr. Speaker beware, not-
withstanding all those professions of
friendship, lest by to-morrow morning's
cock crow, at any rate before the cock
should have crowed thrice, they would
not have denied him thrice. le coald
not understand the position or
attitude of any man, much less a man
of the commanding talent and high
position of the right hon. leader of the
Opposition, expressing friendship for
Mr. Speaker, and stating that it was
his intention to do him no political
harm. While ho was extending the
right hand of fellowship to Mr. :-peaker,
he was, by the very vote which he
said ho waspbout to give, by the utter-
ances which ho had made on the floor

Mr. KaR.

of the House, he was holding a political
dagger to take away Mr. Speaker's
political life. The right hon. gentle-
man said: " What further evidence do
you want than you have in the re-
turn on the table, that the law of the
land had been violated, and that the
Government deserves the censure of
this House." H1e was not prepared
to take that position. He would not
do any mpn, much less a man who
occupied, and so worthily and ably
occupied, the proud prominence of Mr.
Speaker as the First Commoner in
Canada, such a wrong. Though he
saw nothing but simply voting this
motion down, yet he would not hesitate
one moment as to the line of his duty.
He feit that it was his duty to
vote this motion down, not that ho
admitted that the facts were true, or
deniedthat they were untrue-he neither
did one nor the other-but that ho
wished to see the matter referred to the
proper tribunal, and to give Mr.Speaker
the inherent right which overy British
subject had, of being heard when he
was attacked. Politically speaking,
the members of the Opposition had
Mr. Speaker by the throat, and he had
to sit in the Chair, and, according to
the usages and p rac tices of Parliamen t,
he had not the liberty of opening his
lips. That being the case, how much
more was it the duty of every hcnest
thinking man in this House to give
Mr. Speaker an opportunity to defend
himself. He trusted that hon. gentle-
men would see that that was the only

just and proper course. He humbly
submitted that it was. And let bon.
members on the other side recollect
that, in asking that this matter be re-
ferred to the proper tribunal, they did
not ask that i t be referred to a tribunal
of the Government's own appointing,
but a tribunal appointed by the whole
House, and in a proper and constitution-
al manner. If that were done, then Mir.
Speaker would have an opportunity of
being tried by those who were, in the
sense of the law, his peers. That Was
the only proper, honest and fair coarse,
and ho appealed to the honesty and
sense of fair-play of hon. gentlemen
opposite to take that course ; and, de-
pend upon it, they would never regret
it. It was said that the object of
the motion wus to damage the Gov-
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erument in the eyes of the
He had no right to impute r
but he had a right to appeal t
sense of fair-play; and when ti
per tribunal should have he,
that could be said in regard to
stantiation of the allegations,
that could be said in rebuttal
happily, those facts were este
so that no man could have a rea
doubt, painful and heart-i
though it would be, it would be
that any man, however high hi
tion, should be sacrificed, than t
law of the counLry should be i
But let them go to work in a c
tional and parliamentary way t(
tain the facts of the case. He
ted that the motion bofore the
would not end in that, ard had r
in view. It would not be man,
before they would see who w;
friends of Mr. Speaker. That '
imnpor tant matter, but the great
sideration and the all-paramot
portant fact was, that the Ho
the country would see who w
pared for fair-play. He did not
to protract his remarks ; it -
intention to have closed in
minutes, had it not been six o
but he was told that this was vii
and was intended to be, a vote c
of confidence in the Administra
the day. To look at a vote of N
confidence, they should examir
its results and see what it in,
It not only involved a
of confidence in the p reseni
ministration, but confidence
(PPonents of the Administ
If that be the alternative ho mu
fess that he would feel sad
thought a vote of that kind woul
There might bo a minority, but
a comparatively small one i
country, who had not the, fullesi
dence in the Government of thi
bHe might be asked why the G
ment should not have confidence
Opposition. He would tell thon
Because, at no very distant day
Pronounced a want of confidei
the gentlemen now forming the
sition, so overwhelmingly, that
hoard all throughout the land.
he understood that if a man com
a fault, upon certain conditions
complied with, ho might b for;
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It was the sane in polities as in
morals and other high questions. If a
man did wrong and repented, thon ho
had some reason to expect forgiveness.
But what was the case with the Oppo-
sition of the day. They had not
admitted that they were wrong. They
said that the people were all wrong.
The people did not think so. nor did
they think so at the time. No sign of
repentance came from the hon. gen-
tlemen composing the Opposition. He
reforred now to their history, which
culminated in that mammoth, gigan-
tic Pacifie matter. The only
wrong about it was the fact
that they had not succeeded iii cover-
ing it up so that i t could not be ferreted
out; or, if ho might presurne to
use the eloquent language of the elo-
quent and peerless Minister of Justice,
when ho said: " 1 have no sympathy
with those moralists who regret not
the commission of a sin, but the fact
of the discovery of that sin." The
eloquent member for Cumberland had
referred to the supporters of the Gov-
ernment as the inochancal Opposition
in the Hlouse, but they could afford to
submit to this kind of thing, because as
the old Englishman said, when ho was
asked why ho allowed his wife contin-
ually to scold and upbraid him-" It
pleases she and doesn't hurt 1; nud
what is the diffeience." The hon.
member for Cuiberland had froquent-
ly reminded the louse that, sooner or
later, every member in it would have
to appear befere their respective con-
stituents, He was aware of that, and
he did not need to be told of it every
afternoon and evening. le would not
fear that time when it carne, and the
course ho was now taking, ho believed
would strengthen him in the confidence
and good judgment of his constituents.
He was rejoiced to know that not
only the gentlemen on that, but
also those on the other side of
the House, would have to appear
before their constituents at an early
day and give an account of their
stewardship. He would like to know
what kind of an account hon. gentle-
men opposite would thon give for
having taken up an undue propor-
tion of the time of the fHouse in
speaking of and abusing the Govern-
ment and their supporters, for which,
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for the reason he had just mentioned,
they need not care. le vas told that
the present Government were unworthy
of the confidence of the country. lie
held that since the Government took
office, thLey had shown an applicatin
and an anouit of industry, and desire
and skill and knowledge to advance
the prospects and progress and
prosperity of the country which none
of their predecessors had ever shown.
He tru sted that if there was anything
wrong in this matter, it would be
brought to light. It was his view and
theory that the Reform and Liberal
Party of the country could not afford
to do what their opponents had been
proved to have done; and they might
be sure of one thing, that if they ever
attempted to do such things, they need
not expect any considerable support
from the hon. gentlemen sitting on
that side of the House. As a celebrated
man had once said, if he had none of
that spirit which exalted the despised
he had none of that other spirit which
dragged men down. Atthe same time
he would ask their friends to improve
by the errors of others, rather than have
their opponents finding fault with
them; but when the hon. gentlemen
opposite provoked a comparison, they
must take the consequences and results
of it. Their opponents had not resigned
office, thev had clung to official lit
with a tenacitv hitherto ascribed by
naturalists to the feline species ; and
now those hon. gentlemen talked of
fair play. From the moment the
present Ministrv took power until now,
they bad moved every influence, good,
bad and indifferent, to try and preju-
dice the public mind against the Gov-
ernment. le was very sorry, on the
hon. gentleman's own account, to see
it reported that the right hon. mem-
ber from Kingston had said, that since
Mr. Mackenzie had acceded to power,
almost every measiire he had submnit.
ted had been brought in not in the
public interests of the country, but
either to reward a friend or to bribe
an opponent. This was not the kind
of langua-e for ex-Ministers to indulge
in. Many of these very important
mea;ures had, besides, been promoted
and advocated and supported by the
right hon. gentleman himself; and
it was not fair, because they all under-

Mr. KERR.

stood that it was not a very clean bird
which fouls its own nest. He asked
hon. gentlemen to consiîer well the
vote they were going to give. He be-
lieved that the displacement of the
present Ministry and their replacement
by the hon. gentlemen opposite, would
be little short of a national calamity.
Although thoir British Columbia
friends seemed to feel aggrieved because
the Government had not made faster
progress with that great national-and,
as he believed, it would be in the course
of tine-and necessary publie work, it
was his solemn conviction that this
railway would be built as soon,
if not sooner, by the present Ministry
than it would have been by the men
who promised it and put on t he Statute,
book a solemn pledge, which thev
said thev did not mean. The present
Government had been faithful to the
people of this great country on the
temperance question. He would like
to be understood from the remotest
east to the farthest west, and he gave
it as his solemn conviction, that if this
cause had any really true friends on
the floor of the House, they were to be
found on the side of the Government of
the day. He did not say that there
were not good men and true in this
regard on the opposite side of the
House, but there was this great fact,
that at every election, and especially at
every general election, King Alcohol
and his legions did battle for the Op-
position. This great question was,
however, so sacred that it ought not to
be a foot-ball to be kicked from one
side of the House to the other. If such
a measure was ever initiated, il would
be done bv the gentlemen sitting on
the Hinisterial side of the House. They
heard the cry of the poor man's friend
up and down the country; and he was
proud to be descended from the Greeil
Isle, of which Mr. Speaker was a noble
specimen. Who were shown in the Im-
perial House of Parliament to be the
true friends of that country ? It was the
Liberal Party of Great Britain and
Ireland who desired to elevate and
not oppress the many, and keep them
down for the benefit of the few. They
were willing to consider every man as
a man, and to legislate for the many
instead of the few. He trusted that
the present Ministry would pursue the
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even tenor of their way. If it had not
been for the political God-send of hard
times, he believed that their opponents
would have been almost ex-
tinguishod as a political party, and he
thought that it would be a great deal
botter for them, as in all probability
they would be obliged to do, to try the
experience of about ton years of
Opposition. He did not believe that
it was well for the interests of thecoun-
try that any one Administration should
remain practically in power for the
period of twenty years, whether it be
Reform or Conservative. He asked
hon. gentlemen on both sides of the
House not to hesitate one moment as
to what their votes should be
on this great question. He
had never faltered as to what his
duty was; he should do what he
trusted he would do ns long as he occu-
pied a seat in the Ho use, and he would
accept the consequences of the dis-
charge of his duty, whatever they
might be. He hoped that there would
be no more attempts of this kind dur-
ing this Session, as mosthon. members
had pretty well aired their views on
the floor of the House. Whether it
was the manufacturer, or the farmer,
or the miner, whatever was his condi-
tion or pursuit, he had as good friends
on that side of the House, and those
who were as loyal to H1er Majesty and
as true to their country as any who
ever sat on the Opposition Benchis.
H-e had but three articles in his creed-
he loved his God, he honoured his
Queen, and he loved his country; and
he trusted that these principles would
guide him to the end of his political
journey, which he hoped would not be
prolonged if his future experience was
like that of the present Session. He
did trust that the tone of their
discussions would be raised, and
that in this respect the example of
the Imperial House of Commons
would be followed. He would be told,
perh aps,that they were a corrupt party,
but he would ask-who tried to give
to the country before the general
election of 1872, a proper Act tor the
trial of Controverted Elections ? It
was the thon Opposition. The late
Administration had refused to pass a
law until they were returned to power.
Many of thoirfriends had suffored from

the operation of this law. He deplored
the factthat caused it, but he did not
deplore their fallwhen the cause existed.
This same law deprived him, but not
by any act of bis own, of his seat, and
while he regretted the cause, he did
not regret the consequences. He would
rather he unseated twenty times if
thereby he could get a pure election, as
he believed he secured on the second
occasion. He would wait and see not
only who were Mr. Speaker's friends,
but also who were the friends of
British justice and fair play.

Mr. McCALLU said he had a pain-
ful duty to perform on this occasion.
In bis remarks he would reflect not on
Mr. Speaker, who occupied the chair,
but on the Gxovernment, and not on
Mr. Speaker as Speaker but as a mem-
ber of the House. The hon. member
from West Northumberland had started
out by speaking of the respectability
of the Party with which he was
associated. But they had had nothing
to say about the hon. gentleman's
respectability. They had only to do
with what he understood was a great
breach of the law, which had been
committed by gentlemen who formerly
considered themselves to be the only
guardians of the Independence of
Parliament in this country, and with
them he might have to deal. The
hon. member (Mir. Kerr) said, that the
hon. member for North Hastings
should not have made the motion. And
why ? The hon. gentleman said,because
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Bowell) had
partaken of Mr. Speaker's hospitality.
H1e did not think that was a sufficient
reason. Although he and manv
members had partaken of Mr. Speaker's
hospitality, was it to go forth to the
country that Mr. Speaker had
bribed the members of the House
with his hospitality so that they
could not exorcise a fair and
indenendent opinion in this matter?
Ie raised his voice azainst any such

statements. As far as he coild gather,
it was only one word for Mr. Speaker
and two for themselves. The Govern-
ment said they had not got infor-
mation enough to enable them to deal
with the question, and they made
strong appeals that it should be sent
to the Committee on Privileges and
Elections. But ho (Mr. McCallum)
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was not favourable to this reference of
the case. In another Parliament, oni
another case similar to this, there was
a refèrence to thai Committee which
was not at all satisfactory. The hon.
the Minister of Public Works had made
such a speech as lie had never made
before. From the beginning to the
end it was evident that he was trying
to stem the current of public opinion,
but he would not be able to do this
by-and-bye. The Minister of Public
Workssaid the policy of the Govern-
ment was to give patronage to their
friends. There could be no objection
to this, as lorg as they gave it accord-
ing to law. But it was not for the
Government to give contraets to
members of the louse. He (Mr.
McCallum) would not say, for a
moment, that this contract had in-
fluenced the decisions of Mr. Speaker,
although when the right hon. member
for Kingston admitted that the other
night, the Government attempted to
use the admission to their advantage.
Hon. gentlemen seemed to think that
the Government could give contracts
to members of the House and yet do
no wrong; but that was not the way the
Independence of Parliament Act was to
be carried out. Fornerly the man that
gave the bribe, and not he that accepted
the bribe, was punished; but now the
Government held that it should be the
receiver only and not the giver who
should be punished, and, in order that
their ship might swim, they were pre-
pared to throw Mr. Speaker overboard
and make a political Jonaih of him.
The cloquent utterances of the hon. the
Minister of Justice on the Col. Gray
case and those he made on the present
case 'ere se diifrent that people would
have difficulty in believing that the
special pleader of to-day was the same
man who, from the Opposition side of
the Hiouse, with a bosom heaving with
virtuous indignation, thundered forth
his condemnation of Col. Gray and the
Government of that day. In fact, if
the hon. the Minister of Justice would
look in a glass lie would hardly know
himself. The hon. the Minister of Jus-
tice had been characterized as the great
Gladstone of Canada, and lie seemed to
take all the Independence of Parlia-
ment under his own control. On the
16th Febuary, 1857, Mi. Gladstone

Mi McCALLUM.

said, with reference to a similar case at
Lancaster:

" 1 trust that the affairs of this country wili
never be in the hands ot a Government that
dares to tamper with the franchise and drive
the people like serfs to the polls."

Lord Redesdale, referring to the
same case, in the House of Lords, made
use of the following remarkable words,
which might be regarded as the high-
est constitutional law :

" The Government that interferes in any
way with the political freedom of the people,
is guilty of high treason to the people; and
high treason to the people is more heinous
than high treason to the Crown."

Aud hon. gentlemen opposite stood
guilty of high treason to the people,
according to that opinion, bocause
they had exerted an undue influence
upon the elected, if not upon the elec-
tors, for which they would have to
answer, if not in the House, in the
country. He was satisfied that the
amendment would not carry, and that
hon. gentlemen opposite would stand
by the Government. le would not
call them a " servile " majority, as the
hon. the Minister of Publie Works
used to call his opponents when he
was in Opposition; but he would call
themas somebody else had ealled them,
a mechanical and contiding majority.
The Government told them that, if
thev voted for the motion, they would
have to cross the floov of the louse,
and then there would have to be a new
election, and they would all have to
go back to their constituents; and this
was what made hon. gentlemen tremble
in their shoes. He would see what
the hon. the Minister of Justice, that
great champion of purity and
the independence of Parliament, said,
with reference to a constitutional ques-
tion. It was in February, 1870, at a
demonstration at Stratfori, he said

" We find a meiber of the House stating
in a letter to the pu blic press,th at bis reasons
for not opposing the Estimates were because
it wouid seeni ungracious and impolitic for
hin to do so, because a large aiount wxas to
be expended in his constituency. If a 1i cu-
ber is to vote for or against a neasure be-
cause it affected his own constituency, Vhat
was the country coming to? It would ren-
der honest Government in this country i-
p>)ssile.>,~

Aznin:
I think that instead of relaxing the law

relating to the Independence of Parliament,
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it should be made more rigid. i think no
empj loymneit should le given to any muan in
Parlianent. The hands of the people's re-
preseitative slould be free or anv favouirs
fron the Crown."

Again, on the 27th Noveniber, 1867.
in bis place in the House of Commons,
lie said :

I IfPreniers were allowed to infringe the
Constitution and appoint neumbers of the
Executive Council ad libitum, they mnight
create any nunber of offices, appoint men-
bers lor thein, and thus control the House by
placemien."

The question was, whether the G-ov-
crnment were not now trying to con-
trol the Ilouse by placemen, for it was
not known how far the system had.
extended. In 1871, the hon. the Min-
ister of Justice issued an address to the
electors of South Bruce, in which he
said .

" We desire to secure greater Parliainenl-
tarv control over the a propriation of the
publie inonies, to guart more strictlv the
Indep en dence of Parliament, and to in-
augyurate a purer system of ahninistering
p 1 le affaiurs."

But bon. gentlemen showed how
much they cared for maintaining purity
w hen they were now asking that
wrong-doing should not be punished.
The Postmaster-Gen eral said, the other
evening, that he was proud of the
Press; but he questioned very much if
the Press was proud of him. It might be
necessary to read some of the opinions
of the press, in order to show what
were the opinions of the leader of the
Reform Party in Canada to-day-not
the leade, in the louse, but an hon.
member in the other branch of the
Lcgislature, and the real leader of the
party in the country. Of Mr. Lemieux,
On October 31st, 1857, the Globe said :

6e Ifve ai an institution for the encourage-
nient of sleep, Mr. Leieuix inighlt do very
well for Chief Superintendent."

There was a saying " Like master,
like man," and this Mr. Lemieux, who
Was termed an incapable officer, was
afterward1 s taken into the Government
by Mr. Brown. Again, the Globe said:

" It may be prequmed that neither Mr.L.emieux nor Mr. Tirrell is inclined to offer
¡iiself as a sacrifice. * * The Gazette

Will, sooner or later, annouince that His
Excellency bas been graciously ploased toqnarter these two good-for-nothing Ministers
uPou the public purse."

And, less than one year after this,
Mr. Lemieux was Receiver-General in
Mr. Brown's Cabinet. That journal
also was not very complinentary to
the hon. member for Chateauguay (Mr.
Holton) in those days ; but as he (Mr.
McOallum) had more confidence in that
hon. member than the writer of those
opinions, he would, therefore, not
read them. Hon. gentlemen opposite
admitted that it was inexpedient that
there should be any contract between
a member of Parliament and the Gov-
ernment, but they said it was inexpe-
dient that any change should be mai-e
at the time this irregularity -was dis-
covered ; and they wished the question
now to be referred to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections to be white-
washed. If his memory served him
aright, the matter had already
been before a Committee. Last
vear it was brought before the
Public Accounts Committee, and when
the attention of the Government was
called to it at that time, if Mr. Speaker
had committed a wrong, the Govern-
ment should not have allowed him to
continue in the position, for it was an
injustice to him. Looking back to the
time of the formation of the present
Government, when that happy fanily
he saw across the House was coming
into power, he remembered there were
more aspirants for offices than there
were offices to fill. The party did not
then place the hon. member for Glou-
cester in the position which he, from
his ability and prominence, deserved to
occupy in the Goverrinient of the
country. There was not room for that
hon. gentleman, so they made him the
Speaker of the House, and said to him,
in so many words: " You ouglit to be
in the Government, and if you have not
got that position you oug-ht to have had
it ; we will make it up to you in some
other way "; and no doubt this account-
ed for the present contract, and the
position in connection therewith which
the Speaker occupied. White he
respected Mr. Speaker, he respected
himself, the country and the Indepen-
dence of Parliament more. it would
be better that they should go back to
their constituents and returu purified,
than that they should sit in the louse
and be tainted ; but hon. gentlemen
opposite were afraid to do tlis, for if
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theyhad not the fear of the Lord, they
had the fear of the people before their
eyes, and a new eleetion was the lash
they held over iheir supporters.

Mr. LITTLE said that if he had
noticed arything particularly in the
debate more than another, it was the
temperate tone displayed by the
speakers on the Opposition benches,
and the down-bearted and lukewarm
manner in which the utterances ofthe
members on the Ministerial side who
endeavoured to excuse the Government
were made. It was no wonder that so few,
other than the Ministers themselves,
had spoken in vindication of that po-
litical crime, for it was bad enough for
the general supporters of the Ministry
to be called upon to vote in the Gov-
ernment behalf, but ten times worse for
them to Le required to speak to white-
wash their offences. The hon. the
Premier did not attempt to deny the
crime. The hon. the Minister, of Jus-
tice spoke like a lawyer, but not as a
-high-principled statesman; and the
hon. the Minister of Marine, who pos-
ssess.ed what honour there was in the
Government, and did ho not keep such
bad company, would be a useful mem-
ber, could not say anything but invoke
sympa.thy. Not all the waters of our
great lakes and mighty rivers, which
were under ihe immediate control of
the Minister of Marine, could wash out
the stains that were apparent on the
conduct of the Government in connec-
tion with that and other matters. Con-
trncts had beon given to the Speaker
of this House, the hon. member for
Gloucester, to the extent of $18,000.
The hon. member for Halifax has also
received a large contract; the hon.
meiber for Lincoln, and even one of
the Cabinet themselves, the hon. Min-
ister of Militia, another. It brought
back the corrupt times of Sir R.
Walpole in the reign of George II.,-
but that statesman was degraded. The
present Ministry seemed to have taken
a lesson frion that book; but he trusted
they would be degraded by this House,
as theywere in the eyes of the country.
The hon. member for South Wentworth
(Mr. Rymal) has just spoken on behalf
.of the Govern ment, but his jubilant air
was gone. That hon. member gener-
ally appeared as a keeper of a mena-
gerie. Last Session he introduced a

Mr. McCALLUX.

she-bear, this Session a wolf and do-
mestic poultry. But no trotting out
of his beasts now; he could only talk
about graveyards and ghosts, and in-
voke pity for the Government and call
upon the faithful for their support.
He would like to hear what the hon.
member for Chateauguay (Mr, Holton)
had to say on the subject. HIe remem.
bered a time when that gentleman
made himself conspicuous in shouting
'privilege, privilege." What would be
say now about the privileges of this
House and the safeguards of the consti-
tution being invaded ? Rie would like
to hear the lion. member for Selkirk
spekon this occasion. There was a time
when that gentleman said his delicate
conscience would not admit him any
longer to support the right hon. mem-
ber for Kingston. If that gentleman
(Mr. Smith) had shown a firmer atti-
tude, and a more conscientious princi-
ple at the time of the disturbances in
the North-West, there would not have
been scenes of turbulence or blood-
shed, and to him, and the com-
pa.ny he represented, a good deal
of the commotion was to be attributed.
And how would the hon. member for
North Simcoe (Mr. Cook) face his con-
stituents at the next election if he sup-
ported the Ministry. The electors of
the county of Simcoe were an intelli-
gent aud a practical people ; they called
things by their proper names; they
called a spade a spade; and they
believed and said that the giving ot'
contracts to bon. members was a politi-
cal crime. The danger did not end
there. How could they tell the number
of those members who had received
similai favours, in the shape of con-
tracts from the Governnent. If it
was proper for the Speaker to hold a
Government contract, every hon. men-
ber in this House had the same right;
and grave suspicion would rest on those
members who supported and defended
the action of the Government in that
instance, that they also had been
illegally favoured. He cared not how
high the position bon. members might
hold, the law had been violated, and he
trusted that the House would not
attempt to whitewash the offenders
after the manner in which some hon.
members of the Government white-
washed a political offender in the Pro-
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vince of Ontario, and absolutel,
the transgressor in a high an
tive office, which he now enjov
the case now before themr there
getting out of this position: ti
ourable and able as had been 1
duet of Mr. Speaker in the chai
Iouse, still a wrong had be
petrated, the law had been brok
the people and the country e:
that the offender should not go
ished.

Mr. DAVIES said he had greal
culty in making up his mind up
quetion than upon any other
had cone before the iHouse si
becane a member. His opini
that the work done in the office
Freeman was in the nature of
tract, because when the (Govei
became aware that the work wa
done there, they immediately
notice that the arrangement sh<
terminated, and if they had not t
it was in the nature of a conti
presumed they would not have
that notice. He regretted tl
Governnent had not at once
nated the arrangement. and ne
extended it. Thon the questior
as to whose duty it was to brii
natter before the notice o]
Hous. He believed it w
duty of the Government, not
opp '-ition. The Oppositio
mako g the motion had place
nenbers in a very awkward p(
for n amendnent could be mov
they were on the horns of a dil
they must either vote one way
other. Hon. members had thu
placed in a somaewhat false pc
Had the Government taken actic
Speaker could have had the oppor
of placing his case before the Com
On Privileges and Elections. E
nodoubt the hon. memberfor Gloi
took legal advice before accepti
work. It therefore appeared
exceedingly unfair to condem
Speaker without giving hir
oprtunity of stating his case,
sflould be given to every hon. m
placed in such a position. The qi
came home to him (Mr. Davies'

ecuiiar force. When he ente
louse ho was called upon to vi
the Pacifie scandal. On that oc<
commig from the Conservative
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in his own province, where they ran
elections rather for men than measures,
he had stated that he would join the
Conservative party if the Pacific
scandal could be clearod up. It was
not cleared up to his satisfitetion, and
the opinion he formed was, that the
right hon. member for iingston had
taken a large suin of money for the
purpose of corrupting cons'tituencies.
This was a very similar case, because
if the Government connived at the
hon. member doing this work it was
in a certain sense highly inproper.
lis constituents would clearly say to

him when he returned to them: "So,
Mr. Davies, you voted against Sir
John's party because they raised money
to corrupt a constituency; but here is
a case where large patronage was
thrown in the way of a supporter of
the Government in contravention of
the Act of Parliament and you were
prepared to support it." le wanted
Mr. Speaker to have fair play. As he
said before, no doubt Mr. Speaker had
reasons and consulted some legal ad-
viser before accepting this work, be-
cause he must have known the matter
would come before Parliament one day
or the other. It seemed to him that the
work which was accepted was in the
nature of a contract and that by ac-
cepting it the seat was vacated. le
thought that was a fair inference to
draw ; that members of the Government
thought so also, for had lie thought
differently, they would not have taken
the action they did in the matter. If
this motion only affected the Govern-
ment, he would have no hesitation in
voting for it; but ho could not make
up his mind to say Mr. Speaker was
guilty of this without beingr heard
through the proper channel.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said the hon.
member for South Simcoe was good
enough to refer to him and the course
that ho thought proper to pursue on a
former occasion. le felt that he had
no cause to regret acting as lie did;
and he trusted that whatever course he
might now take he would feel equally
at ease the same length of time after-
wards as ho did at the present moment
with reference to the matter alluded
to-his somewhat delicate mission in
the North-West. He might say that
had ho not displayed firmness on that

1993ý
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occasion, which the hon. gentleman
was good enough to say he did, the
-condition of the country would be very
different from what it was at the pre-
sent time. With regard to the question
under discussion, he intended to dis-
,chargo his duty with conscientiousness.
Every hon. member in this House
ought to have British fair play accord-
ed to uin; nd he thought it would
be wrong to the hon. gentleman
vho oCupied the chair were he to join

with those who thought him guilty be-
fore he ha'! an opportunity of answer-
ing for himself. He would, therefore,
without hesitation, and without feeling
that h is n ame, with those of others who
might vote in the same way, would be
considered inf*amous by posterity, as
the hon. mem ber for Cumberland had
suggested, vote against the motion of
the hon. meniber for North Hastings.

Mr. McCARTHY said lie did not
propose to take any part in this
discussion until he heard the very
extraordinary explanations that were
offered by the Government for their
share in the transaction. He thought,
Jooking at the past, and having regard
to the language of hon. gentlemen who
now sat on the opposite side of the
Chamber, looking at the motions which
they had made not only in this House,
but in the Local Legislature of the
Province of Ontario, that there were
hardly two sides to the question, and
that it would be impossible for the
Government to offer' any opposition to
the plain, simple and straightforward
language of the resolution moved by
the hon. mermber for North Hastings.
Looking at it in that light he did not
conceive that there would be any
opportunity for discussion, but he was
amazed to find that not only the hon.
the First Minister had brouglit his
courage to the sticking point, and was
able to call upon his followers to sup-
port him in voting down this resolu-
tion, while at the same time lie told
them they would keep their principles
unimpaired; but the hon gentlemen
who followed him on the same side of
the House seemed to have no hesitation
in taking the same course. Let him
briefly review the arguments by which
Ministers of the Crown had endeavour-
ed to uphold the transaction in which
they took part. The hon. the Post-

Mr. SMITH.

master General, in whose Department
this contract was made, ought, in
justice to himnself, have given
some better reason than he did
in support of the vote which he pro-
posed to give, and in support of the
position which he called upon his fol-
lowers totake. But that hon. gentle-
man, of late, as far as his (Mr.
McCarthy's) observations had gone,
had been so anxious to be courteous
to the Opposition side of the House
that ho had forgotten almost every
other necessity in argument, and rose
and sat down again without givingone
solitary reason for the course ho was
taking. He would have passed by the
hon. gentleman's observations without
comment or remark, but that he spoke
of the resolution as being an obnoxious
one, as it had been referred to by his
leader as an embarrassing one. He
thought it %vas both embarrassing and
obnoxious, and he trusted that his hon.
friends on the Ministerial side would
not find ii so emnbarrassing and obnox-
ious as to deprive many who voted
against it of their seats. It was desir-
able that the matter should be placed
in such a position that there should be
no side issue. It was desirable, at all
events, that they should have a direct
and distinct vote ipon it, and, therefore,
the course was adopted of bringing it
forward in such a manner that no
amendment could be offered by which
the hon. gentlemen opposite might de-
lude themselves or attempt to delude the
public. Another observation fell from
the hon. the Postmaster General; he
did not see the hon. gentleman in his
place, and, perhaps, he ought not to
refer to it in his absence. The hon.
gentleman proceeded to detail what he
supposed took place at the Opposition
caucus. From any person else that
might be taken as a joke, but when it
was remembered that that hon. gentle-
man had a reputation of prying into
the secrets of his opponents, that he
was a man of notoriety from being able
to do perhaps more in that way than
most gentlemen could do, it should per-
haps call forth a denial; and he would,
therefore, tell the House, that, froin first
to last, there had been no doubt as to
how this question should be submitted,
or the gentleman who should move it.
The lion. member for North Hastings
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was the first who brought this matter
before the Chamber, and the duty pro-
perly belonged to him of taking this
step. They had a renarkable effort-
a remarkable oratorical display from
the bon. the Ministor of Marine and
Fisheries. That hon. gentleman must
have surprised everybody by the great
interest he took in Mr. Speaker's cause,
and his toucbing reference to Mr.
Speaker's liability to a fine of £60,000,
melted the hearts of gentlemen on this
side of the louse. They felu that it
was an exceedingly hard case, and that
it was a wondcr the Government would
gro on froma the 1st January, 1874, to
August, 1876, inducing Mr. Speaker to
brcak the law and placing him in the
jositioin of being liable to the forfeiture
ofO£60,000. lie watcled Mr. Speaker's
face particularly. to see his capaci ty for
taking that kind of soft solder--or,
1 erhaps, iii reference to the hon. the
the Minister of' Marine and Fisheries
it should be called chowder-and
he thought Mr. Speaker did not
pay much attention to the bon.
genitlenan's eloqience. le thought
Mr. Speaker remembered that the
hon. gentleman was the Minister
who had depr'ived 1im, as it were,
?f his birth-rigiht; who lad stepped
into the place Mr. Speaker had honour-
ably won. low mueh of the hon.
grentlemn's professions were sincere ?
Did he care much for Mr. Speaker ?
I)id he care, if he might refer to Mr.
sîteaker's nationality, about his little
pig and cow bcing swept away by the
Tax collector ; or 'was the lion. gentle-
maitin more alarmed at the attack made
on the Administration, and regarding
that attack and not the assault ihat
was made upon Mr. Speaker ? What
was the case the hon. gentleman set
up on Saturday ? That the Opposition
were striking M'r. Speaker over their
leads; that they were not making an
atta<ck upon the Government at all, but
endeavouring to pass a resolution
which would deprive Mr. Speaker of
his seat. One day of peaceable rest
'Iitervened, and they found the Whip
of the party, whose duty it was to feel
the pulsceof his friends, saying: " We
aie going to sacrifice Mi. Speaker;
only vote down this resolution. Don't
londemn us as having done a political
Wroeng, and I promise you, as a salve

for your conscience, that next day I
will move a resolution to refer arnd
sacrifice the obnoxious Speaker."
There was a great differenc in that
tune; it was not at all the music they
listened to on Saturday evening. it
was, perhaps, no great wonder' that
the tune had been changed. But Jet
him cone to the more impoit:ant gen-
tlemen of the Administration who had
endeavoured to argue out their posi-
tion. The First Ministier of the
Crown was, generallv, very for'cible in
the reniarlks wLich he utter-ed in this
Chamber, but lie evidently could not
fall in; lie was not able to understand
the fine aigument which the hon. the
Minister , XJustice Iad spun fir hini;
and when lie rose to answer the bon.
member for North llastings, it was
quite plain lie was not at home in his
position, that lie felt it sorely and
keenly, and that he wihed lie occupied
this side ol' the Chamber, and was
denouincing the transaction which ho
felt called iupon there to defend. The
bon. gentleni admnitted that, when
the Admin istration was formed in
187e, an arrangement was then made
by the then Postmnaster-General f'oir
Mi. Speaker to do the printing for the
Governmiient in New Brunswick. By
the acceuiits br'ought down, it was
shown that Mr. Speaker entered upon
a contract on the 24th January, 1874.
The lion. the First Minister said ho
did not know of that.. That might be
so, and they were bound to accept the
hon. gentleman's statement that ho
was ignorant of it. But, if he was in
ignoiance of it, he did not attermpt to re-
pudiate the Postmaster-General; there
had been no attenpt to separate that
unity of' responsi bi lity which of necessi-
ty must be assumed under responsible
Government. But if the hon. gentleman
did not know of this transaction at that
time, he couîld not have remained long
in iguorance. In the Montreal (Gazette
of the 18th July, 1874, this transac-
tion was brought to light and was
exposcd tri ougb the public Press of the
country. So, unless his hon. friend
was blind not only to what went on in
the Departments of the Govern ment of
which he was the head, but aise deaf
to the sentiment of' public opinion, he
must have known it at that date. lere
was the article to which ho referred;
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it was a letter from St. John's, N.B.,
and in it was stated:-

" There is q good deal oftalk in the City
abont a job perpetrated by the Dominion
Governnent in bChal of ofMr. Anglin, the
Speaker ofthe House of Coninons.

It was to be remembered that these
were not his words. le would express
his opinion with perfect frankness, but
with courtesy he trusted before he sat
down. These however were not his
sentiments. The letier continued:

" It is said tbat his Honor, not satisfied
with the salary whici le receives as Speaker,
not satisfied with being permintted toturn the
Press out oi the roons which they have
occupied since the Parliaient Buildinîgs
were ert cted, and which were expressly built
for thein, in order that be nav have larger
quarters fbr bis fanily, has demanded and
received the printing patronage of the
Province, and that, notwithstanding that he
lias no job printing office of his own ; lie is
farming ont to other printers, mnaking a
comfortable commission for hinself out of
the transaction. There are two objections to
this proceeding. It is a violation of the
Independence uf Parlianent Act, which
fbrbids mnem bers of Parliaient receiving
gratuities froi the Governiment. It is
disgraceful that the Speaker above all men
should become thus the recipient of favours,
from the Governient, a fàct wbich nust
entirely destroy all confidence in his imparti-
ality, and makes hii, what he proved himself
to be last Session, a mere partizan Speaker ;
and it is a violation of the law which places
the ordinary privileges of the Govern ment as
well as ot Parliament in the hands of
contractors who obtain the contracts atter
fair competition. It is, however, but another
illustration of the ditèrence between the pre-
cept and practice as exemplified by the policy
of the so-called Liberal Government."

This letter appeared in the month
of July, 1874; but perhaps this also
escaped the attention of the Govern-
ment. 11e thought they had a right
to assume, until the contrary was
stated at all events, that the Govern-
ment were aware that the Press of the
country had discussed, in no undecided
tone, the contract made with Mr.
Speaker. lowever, let them follow
the hon. gentleman down in his state-
ment of the faets. -A new Postmaster-
General came into office, as he under-
stood it, in the spring of 1875; and
during all this period the work was
being done at the Freeman Office in
New Brunswick in violation of the
law, and in violation, contempt and
defianco of publie opinion. A new

Mr. MoCARTRY.

Postmaster-General succeeded tooffice 
the hon. gentleman was not at present
in the Chamber, and therefore was not
able to tell them what he thought or
knew, but the present Postmaster,
who was responsible to the House, did
know in the Fall, or about Christmas,
of 1875, that this work was being done,
and drew the attention of his colleagues
to it, and they discussed the question
in Council, as the First Minister had
told them. If the Premier was
consistent, and if the hon. gentleman
wanted them to understand and accept
his statement, that up to that time lie
was in ignorance of this violation of
his own opinions and of the plain
letter of the Statute, and of the un-
written law of Parliament, then lie
should have put au end to this state of
things. But what did take place ? A
correspondence was opened, but not
with Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker was
not called to account. Mr. Speaker was
not asked to surrender his contract, or
told that the Government could not go
on giving him patronage in that way;
but a correspondence was opened with
Chubb and Company who, whoever
they might be, were not represented
on the floor of the House. Chubb
and Company were told that for
some reason or another the
Govern ment were going to do the
printing at Ottawa and not any longer
at St. Johns; but Mr. Speaker, who
was the person who had the contract.
which alone was objectionable, seemed
to have been passed over sub silentio.
It miglit be, however, that there was
some other correspondence which the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie) had
not seen fit to bring down. It did
appear, at all events, after Parliament
was in Session in 1876, according to a
letter which had been read, represen-
tations were made to the Government,
and that owing to those representa-
tions, on the 22nd of April, 1876, the
following letter was written. le
would read an extract from one Of
the letters which had been handed in
by his hon. friend the First Minister
the other evening, as follows:-

"That the Postmaster-General bas con-
sented to the printing by the Freeman office
of forns as are required, in large quantities.
for use in your Province for the ensulngl
three months."

int Nelw Brunswrick;.
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This of course applied to all printing.
This Government discovered it, they
told the House, and discussed it in
Council in December, but they did not
put an end to it even thon; but on the
22nd of April, 1876, a Departmental
letter was written to the. Superinten-
dent of the Departmont telling him to
continue this job and this contract.
Looking at the accounts brought down,
what did they find? They would
find something worthy of consideration
-and bore ho desired the attention of
all hon. members who preferred their
country to their party, if there were
any such on the floor of the House, and
who were not willing to sacrifice theni-
selves -simply to keep in office men who
had violated their principles. He would
draw attention to something which ho
thought required explanation, and ho
did not know that it had yet been
brought before the House. They found
that in 1868, 1869, 1870, 1871, and
1872, the same practice which had been
followed by the present Administration
in having the printing for New Bruns-
wick done at St. John, was pursued by
the preceding Administration, and also,
that in 1868, this cost $3,947; in 1869,
$3,411; in 1870, $4,738 ; and in 1872,
$5,314; but when they came to the
time when the hon. member for Glou-
cester received this printing the ainount
jumped froin $5,000 to $12,000. In
1875, when the printing was done by
a member of the House, who ought to
be pure and above reproach, either
twice the number or quantity that was
required was done, or more than twice
the former rates, had been paid. Did
this open the eyes of any hon. gentle-
man to the nature of the transaction ?
What in the name of fortune could they
do with all~ this stationery in New
Brunswick? He imagined that the
postmasters there must have clothed
their families in post-office stationery.
He could imagine the baby christened
in a robe of post-office stationery; that
the postmasters even stuffed theirwalls
with it, in order to keep out the cold
in the inclement season; that they
stuffed their beds with it; but, ôther-
wise, in the name of fortune what did
they do with $12,000 worth of station-
ery in the course of a single year ?
He trusted there would be some ex-
planation of it. He did not know that

82

ho was particularly suspicions, but this
raised a very strange suspicion in his
mind. He believed that ho was
addressing ' and speaking in the
presence of the party ý of economy
and retrenchment. He himself
belonged to a body of mon who had
been designated as Corruptionists,
and who had been hunted down year
after ycar as men who were extrava.
gant and who had mismanaged the
affairs of the people of this country;
and yet ho found that the average paid
by them during the years they had
dispensed this patronage was 84,705,
while the average for the years during
which the present Administration did
s0, was $10,792. If there was any
reason for this difference it ought to
be explained. Hd the post offices in
New Brunswick become twice as'
numerous as they were before.

Mr. MILLS: Hear, hear.

Mr. McCA-RTHY said then ho was
to understand that in one year, under
this paternal Administration, the
necessities of the Post Office service in
New Brunswick had doubled. So he
was to understand the "hear, hoar "
of the Minister of the Interior. He
hoped that this statement would be
justified by the figures and the facts,
and not simply by pries of " hear, hear."
It made a case at all events for
enquiry. He would now come to the
grounds of defence offered to this
motion of his hon. friend from North
Hastings. The First Minister said
there was no reason to object to the
first part of the resolution,-

" That, in the opinion of this House, it is
inexpedient and improper for the Govern-
meut to enter into any agreement or contract
whereby public money is paid to members of
Parliament."

The Minister of Justice echoed this
sentiment; and yet, during all of 1874
and 1875, and during half of 1876, they
had just been doing what they said
they had no objection hre, by vote, to
condemn. This was the part of the
resolution which affected the Govern-
ment most chiefly. The Minister of
Justice, in a fine-spun legal argument,
told them that it was no crime, nor
was it an offence, for the Ministry to
give a contract to a menber of the
House; and that the offence consisted
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in the continued retention of his seat
by the hon. gentleman who had
obtained the contract. He -was not
going to deny that as a bare proposi-
tion of law; there was no penalty
attachéd to any person save the unfor-
tunate member; and he was not going
to pretend that they could sue the
Administration ot the day for àny pen-
alty for having given such a contract;
but they did want to know how hon.
gentlemen opposite could make such
assertions as they voted for and sup-
ported vith regard to the case of Col.
Gray, and in the face of all their past
declarations that this was contrary to
that unwritten law of Parliament
which said that the Administration
were not to corrupt or buy any person,
not to give contracts to placemen,
and not do anything that would
prevent a member of the House from
discharging his duty towards bis con-
-stituents and the country, without
doing violence to their own interests.
This was the ground he took, and this
was the ground ofcondemnation against
the Government. It was not simply a
matter of giving the contract to Mr.
Speaker. -He thought that this position
was quite easily understood. Mr.
Speaker assumied the responsibility of
accepting this contract. Mr. Speaker
had a perfect right to do so. Mr.
Speaker had a perfoef right, if he
pleased, to run the ris-k of sitting in the
Chamber, under the penalty attaohed
to bis retention of bis seat; for this
Mr. Speaker was responsible, and
although it might be a very serious
matter, it was not of the same vital im-
portance, ho contended, as the conduct
of the Administration, which from hour
to hour, from day to day, from week to
week, and from year to year, doled out
the contract to a member of the House,
paid him public money, knowine that
this member kept bis, seat, and con-
cealed it from the country as long as
they could, and then came down and
endeavoured to induce their followers
to back them up in the matter. They
were told that they were taking an
uifair advautage of Mr. Speaker; that
they were dealing with him unjustly in
asking the flouse to pass a resolution
which would deprivo. Mr. Speaker of
his seat and expose him to the penalty of
which Mr. Speaker's cloquent friend

ir. McGRTHY.

the Minister of Marine and Fisheries had
spoken on the Saturday evening pre-
vious. Did they do anything of
the kind ? They could, it was
quite true, have rnovd for a
Committee of enquiry into the mat-
ter, or for a writ to issue for Mr.
Speaker's seat, if they pleasèd; and
such a motion, if made, might ormight
not have been referred to a Committeo
as the House thought that there was
anything of law or of fact to enquire
into; but if this were donc it would
net dispose ot the matter. Would they
thus satisfy public sentiment'? Would
they be doing their duty to their coun-
try if thoy simply moved that Mr.
Speaker's seat be vacated and for the
issue of a writ for a new election in
the constituency of Gloucester, and
left hon. gentlemen opposite who had
violated their own principles and the
law of Parliament by giving this con-
tract to Mr. Speaker ? He was astonish-
ed to flnd hon. gentlemen opposite
sheltering themselvos-but drowning
men would catch at straws they knew---
in the vote they proposed to give, and
deluding themselves into the belief
that by voting for the motion they
would be depriving Mr. Speaker of his
right to be heard before the Committee
on Privileges and Elections. He would
ask these hon. gentlemen whether they
had consulted the authorities. He
would. put this question to his ·hon.
friend from Prince Edward Island
(Mr. Davies), who had made a speech
so condemnatory of the Administration,
and who, he dared say, would be read
out of the ranks of the Liberal Party
for having declared that this case was
a parallel to what was called the
Pacific Scandal. This lon. gentleman
told them that he must vote against
the motion, but that the only possible
excuse he could give to either his con-
science or his constituency for doing
se was, that he would otberwise be
.taking an unfair advantage o f
Mr. Speaker. If this was so
it was certainly .one reason why
they should stay their hand. If
they woro doing anything that would
prejudice the position of any member
of the flouse, he was free, for one, to
admit they should pause and hesitate
in moving and asking the House to
adopt a rosolution which would have
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that effect; but although many
members had addressed the House, and
although the first lawyer, not only in
the louse but in the country, had
spoken on the question, had they yet
heard one solitary word of doubt as to
the position Mr. Speaker occupied?
Had any member of the House
pretended that the law had not been
violated; or that a contract had not
been made, or that a breach of the law
had not been committed ? Then what
had they to refer to a Committee ? He
saw that the practice was, that if there
was anytbing of doubt either in
fact or in law, it should be sent to a
ComYittee,-" Whenever any question
is raised affecting the seat of a momber
and involving matters of doubt, either
in law or fact, it is customary to refer
it to the consideration of a Committee."
This was to be found i May's Parlia-
mentary Practice, page 594. He
admitted that the motion affected Mr.
Speaker's seat. If it was adopted, it must
inevitably follow that they must move
for a writ for a new election. He
accepted this responsibility. He was
not blind to this fact, and he also wanted
hon. gentlemen opposite to accept their
responsibility when they voted against
it, and said.that the law had not been
violated, and that no contract had
been made. It would not do for these
hon. gentlemen to blow hot and cold,
and to cast back upon the Opposition
the reproach-" You are destroying
Mr. Speaker and depriving him of bis
seat." When hon. gentlemen opposite
accepted the responsibility -of voting
down this motion, they declarèd by
their vote that there had been no
breach of the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act, and that Mr. Speaker h~ad
not been guilty of a violation of that
law; and, therefore, if his hon. friends
would considor the matter tor one
moment, they would see that no
further motion could be made about it
during the piosent Session. lis hon.
friend from West Elgin had risen that
evening, posed in very graceful attitude
before the House, and made his little
speech. The hon. gentleman said that
bis conscience was afflicted. The hon.
gentleman really could not
swallow.this resolution, and he could
not, Whip as ho was of the party, sup-
port the Government unless Le felt that

82i

bl was to move next day for a Com-
mittee to enquire into the conduct of
Mr. Speaker, and to investigate the
facts of the case. The hon. gentleman
called upon tie leader of the Govern-
ment to learn whether they would
accept this. It was a' very pretty
piece of acting. The hon. gentleman
wanted the Premier to rise at once and
make a statement, but the First Minis-
ter had not-if the expression was not
unparliamentary-quite cheek enough
to rise and play the little game that
had been arranged in caucus. The
hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie) had
not yet told the House, whether ho
would accept this proposition or not.
The Speaker was safe for this Session,
so far as he could see, when they voted
down this motion and declared that ho
had not violated the Independence of
Parliament Act, as any further refer-
once to the subject during this Session
would be out of order, ashe understood
the rules of the House. He thought
Mr. Speaker would have great pleasure
if this measure was voted down, in
telling his hon. friend from East Elgin,
who, ho dared say, understood it much
botter than ho (Mr. McCarthy) did,
that the motion having been passed upon
ho (Mr. Speaker) could not allow
the matter to go any further.
Perhaps that was their " little game ;".
but ho could not say. He wanted the
flouse to understand, however, the
position they were in, so that every
member should understand how the
case stood. The Opposition affirmed
that there had been a violation of the
Independence of Parliament Act. The
hon. gentlemen opposite said " no." If
they said "no," the question was
settled. He accepted for bis part the
full responsiblity, with full knowledge
of what the vote affirmed. No lawyer
of reputation would venture to say,
looking at the papers in the case, that
Mr. Speaker bad a right to a seat in
the Parliament. He perfectly well
understood and was willing to accept
that responsibility. He could quito
understand that when the case of the
other hon. gentleman, the bon. mem-
ber for Lincoln (Mr. Norris) came to
be considered, there would b some
sense in asking for a Committee. But
there was not the slightestdoubt about
the present question. Froni his very

Govemment Fwnting
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great Parliamentary knowledge and
experience Mr. Speaker must have
known the ceonsequences, and if he
chose to accept them it was his own
business. If he chose to do the Gov-
ernment printing ho did it with bis
eyes open, and ho (Mr. McCarthy)
was not to be told that he was not to
vote that this was a breach of the In-
dependence of Parliament Act, simply
because it entailed consequences which
Mr. Speaker must have known from the
very first. While ho (Mr. McCarthy)
did not pretend to extenuate this
act on the part of Mr. Speaker, he
would say that it was a trifiing wrong
in comparison with the conduct of the
Administration. And these were tho
gentlemen who taught the country to
believe in their virtue and patriotism
and who rang the changes from one end
of Canada.to the other upon the impor-
tance of an independent Parliament.
They ali knew there was nothing their
constituents were so inclined to suspect
them of as making money in some
way or other; their constituents were
always suspecting that they were
" feathering their nests," and there was
nothing which the people of this
country wero more jealous than that
members of Parliament should stand
-above all suspicion. Yet he had heard
the First Minister call upon their sup-
porters to say that black was white,,
and that the motion Nvas not, as it
assuredly was, a plain declaration of a.
matter of faet, which they all knew it
to be. He was sorry the hon. thO
Minister of Justice was not in his
place.

Mr. BLAKE: I am here.
Some HON. MEM1BERS : Come

forward.
Mr. -McCARTHY said if his bon.

frien was not in his place ho would
not say what Le had intended, ho would
not f091 disposed to make the remarks
h proposed making, behind the back
of any hon. momber. It-was, perhaps,
strange, but it was nevertheless truc,
that the Press of this country had
drawn a line between tho hon. the
.Minister of Justice and the hôn. the
First Minister. It had been stated in
the newspapers that it would be seon
that the Minister of Justice could not
so far forget himself and his principles

JMr, MCCARTIY.

in 1New Brunswick.

as to support and endorse this conduct
of the Government. The hon. the
Minister of Justice entered publie life
at a time when the great party te
which he belonged was suffering from
tyranny and despotism, perhaps of a
more grinding character than had been
known in many a land. Their own
newspaper,which professed to represent
them, ground them down, and they
looked to some man who would save
them from the tyranny. The hon.
mrember for South Bruce was to lead
them out of the wilderness and save
them fron the despotism of that
newspaper. The hon. member fully
entered into that sentiment, and
he appeared before the public as
one who .was not to e brow-
beaten and bullied by any newspaper;
and he took a stand which gathered
around him many young men; indeed
young men looked up to and admired
him, not only for this, but also for his
genius. In that way had his hon.
friend built up his reputation; in that
way had ho taught the people to be-
lieve that he was incorruptible, and
that for no consideration would ho
have his name connected with a tran-
saction that was either dishonourable
or impolitic. If the scales had fallen
from their eyes, and they saw the hon.
gentleman in his truc colours, if they
feund that ho spent one-half of bis life
in enunciating principles, and the other
half in violating then, it was not to be
wondored at.

An HON. MEMBER: It is false.

Mr. McCAIRTHY: He did not know
whether this expression was Parlia-
men.tar'y, but ho would rneet it and
prove that it was true. The first dec-
aration of the bon. member for Bruce

was, that it was improper and uncon-
stitutional that more than a given
and suitable number of Cabinet Minis-
tors should hold office, whether with or
without salary; and yet the hon. gen-
tleman himself had been the only
instance of violating the rulo which
ho himself had made. Not only had
ho done. this in tho House of Commons,
but also in the Ontario Legislature;
and ho had. shown the difference
betwen a man standing in Opposition
and laying down certain ruleb, and
when he had an opportunity 6f carry-
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ing them into practice. This had not
been the only instance of inconsistency
of which the hon. gentleman had been
guilty. At Aurora he told the people
-and much wonder and excitement
was there in the land at it-that he
wanted no office; that ho would sooner
be a private in the grand army of
freedom than holding command of the
ranks; that ho would sooner be leading
on as a private, endeavouring to do
justice to his fellow-countrymen, than
drâwing the emoluments of the
Treasury. That was in October, 1874.
His hon. friend kept in that mind for
ono short Session. He was next found
sitting to the left of the First Minister,
an humble follower of the chief whom
lie. had ineffectually tried to destroy;
he bocame a most complacent place-
matn, attending to his Departmental
duties with the rogularity of clock
work, and with ail the ardour one might
expect from the hon. gentleman's
character. Ho (Mr. McCarthy) would
not insult his hon. friend by supposing
that the emoluments of the position
brought him here, for it was believed
ho was above that, but it was clear
the hon. gentleman had failed to
show that lie had the back-bone to
stand to his principles when they and
the interests of his party clashod.
The partyship was brought to bear
upon him; he was told that he must
be either in or out of the party; that
he must no longer be "a private in the
grand army of fieedom," but that he
must take his proper position or be
drummed out of it; and he succumbed
and accepted office. Knowing all this,
it was not to be expected ho would
find much dificulty In voting for or
against this or any other resolution
which would place his party in jeopardy.
lie (Mr. McCarthy) had not been
mistaken in his estimato of the hon.
gentleman. It was found that lie
came here and aided the First Minister
in calling upon his followers to declare
that the Independence of Parliament
Act had been held intact. The
position which he (Mr. McCarthy)
took was simply this. He believed
there was no subject for enquiry by a
Committee. If there was any doubt
which would render a reference to a
Committee neessary, ho would not
support the resolution. iBut no person
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had suggested that the facts could be
questioned. 'The contract was made
and the money was paid. No person
could doubt that. The receipts were
given by Mr. Speaker. These were the
facts. Tho law said that was a con-
tract. He çlid not care whether that
was in writing, signed, sealed or de-
livered; a contract was a contract
without any writing. It might be a
contract within the meaning of the
Kx if a.word was never said; an im-
plied contract was quite different.
Thero was-no question as to the facts.
There was no question of law; and it
was not the practice of this House to
send matters to a Committee when
thore was nothing to be investigated,
whon there was nothing to be doter-
mined, when the House as a body, as
the whole Assembly, representing the
people of Canada; were quite as able
to pronounce upon the question as any
Committee delogated by them could
possibly be. What could tho Commit-
tee say or do? It could only say that
the mem ber for Gloucester had entered
into a contract for printing with the
Government, for which' ho received the
money, and that they found this to be
a violation of the Independence of
,Parliament Act. But the House knew
all about that without a Committee.
Then there was no object in sonding
the matter to a Committee. Her
Majesty's loygl Opposition had a duty
to perform, which, if they failed to do,
they would be unworthy of their posi-
tion. A square issue had been arrived
at. They asserted two propositions in
thQ resolution. They asserted in tho
language used, " that, in the opinion of
this House, it was inexpedient and im-
proper for a Government to enter into
any agreement or contract whereby
public moncy was paid to a member
of Parliament, such as the Postmaster
General's report of 1875-6 showed
to have been entered into with the
Speaker of this Chamber." Was that
so or was it not ? Could hon. gentle-
men vote " nay " to that, and preserve
thoir consistency and their duty to
their constituents ? The second
proposition was, " that such payments
were in contravention of the Independ-
ence of Parliament Act, the words of
which were quoted in the resolution.
Was that so or was it not? Neither
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the First Minister nor the Minister of
Justice would not say it was not so.
The hon. the Minister of Justice said
he would not express any opinion upon
it. Had the Government known t ey
were right, they would have had an
opinion., they would have said this was
not a violation of the Independence of
Parliament Act Their silence was
just as pregnant, just as conclusive
against them as would be the open and
candid admission that the resolution
was correct. Then let the hon. the
Minister of Justice take the responsi-
bility upon himself. He (Mr.. McCarthy)
had no right to dictate to hon. gentle-
men, he only rose to express bis own
convictions and to endeavour to clear
away what he thought to be the
sophisms with which the hon. gentle-
men on the Treasury beuches had
endeavoured to delude the members of
the House, and to show that the House
was as fully able to deal with the
matter as a Committee.

M-. MACKENZIE said it was not
bis intention to ask leave to make
a second speech. He rose mierely to
say :thht, in taking the ground that the
motion of the hon. member for North
Hastings was. an improper one, as it
was aimed at the seat of a member in
an indirect way, as it was a motion
which could not be amended, he stated
that, the proper motion would have
been to iave referred the matter to
the Committee on Privileges and
Elections. The course that he conceived
to be the proper one was sufficiently
indicated by bis remarks. The hon.
;nember who had just sat down stated
that the motion did directly attack the
seat and that it was intended to attack
the seat.

Mr. BOWELL: He did not say so.
i rise to explain that I have no
objection to the hon. the- First
Minister making a second speech
provided that I am allowed the
opportunity of replying, and of contro-
verting some charges brought against
myself personally.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I have no in-
tention myself to make any speech,
but I only rise to mention one point
with respect to this reference to the
Committee.

Mr. MÇCÀITEr.

Mr. MACMILLAN rose to a point
of order, and said that if the'hon. the
First Minister had the right to reply,
not only the mover, but every member
also had the right.

Mr. SIleCLAIR said it was not his
intention to speak on this important
question, had it not been for the
speech of the hon. member .for
Cardwell (Mr. McCarthy); but he'
thought he showed conclusively, that
if any resolution, whatever ought
to go before a Special Committee,
this was the one. He stated that
whenever there was a resolution
about which there was a doubt, the
proper way, according to May, was to
send it before a Committee of enquiry.
He (Mr. Sinclair) must say he had
great doubt in regard to this. He did
not see by any means that the matter
was as clear, as it was brought before
the House, as lie would like it to be,
in order to give an intelligent vote
upon it. They had Messrs. Chubb &
Co's. correspondence with the Govern-
ment, and in another place it was
stated that the business was done there.
It was a common thing for printers to
rent their offices and get business done
there, and the only thing that troubled
him (Mr. Sinclair) about giving a vote
against this resolution was the Speak-
er's name to some of the payments
made, though- no attempt had been
made to show that the signature was
a genuine one. He would like to know,
from the hon. member for Cardwell, if
he had a case in Court, if he would
take such proofs as were brought be-
fore the fouse-the highest tribunal in
the land ? If he had a criminal before
him in the meanest Court in the land,
would he allow him to be condemxied
unheard in this way? The Speaker
had been eulogized for his conduct in
bis position,but what treatment Lad he
received ? The right hon. gentleman
who had eulogized him put an order
on the paper in quite a diffèrent man-
ner. Let any hon. member place him-
self in the position of the Speaker, with
an undue advantage taken of him, and
Le not allowed to open his mouth. If
any question should corne up before
the Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tiens this was the one. He was very
well pleased to hear the leader of the
Government state that it was bis desiro
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that it should go there, and he (Mr.
Sinclair) would never feel it his duty
to vote condemning a fellow member
unheard. He was sure that the proper
mode was to send this before a Comn-
mittee of enquiry, and he was prepared
to vote so.

Mr. MILLS said, as the First MinA
ister was not permitted to make the
statement he desired to make, he now
rose on behalf of the Government to
say that they were quito ready to agree
to the reference of this matter to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections,
where, in fairness to the Speaker, it
ought to go. .

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said the
point of the member from Prince
Edward Island (Mr. Sinclair) would be
a most important one if there were
any doubt about the matter; but he
thought the' House might consider
itself entirely relieved from any doubt,
from the fact that lie (Mr. Gibbs) held
in his hand the report of the Commit-
tee on Public Accounts which, in the
most unmistakeable manner, set forth
the facts in the following words:-

"The Select Standing Committee ou
Public Accounts beg leave to make their
second report. That it appears from the
vonchers now before then that large sums
of money have from time to time been paid
to Timothy Warren Anglin, a member of the
House of Commons, for printing and sta-
tionery while a member of this House."

And, if any hon. gentleman in the
House had any further doubt upon the
point, ho desired to say that in the
Comnmittee on Public Accounts, if he
might refer to what took place before
that Committee-

Mr. MACKENZIE: Order.
Mr. GIBBS: I knew I should be

called to order.

Mr. MACKENZ[E: I rise to order.

Mr. GIBBS: The lon. gentleman
may rise to order if he likes.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman lias no right to refor to any-
thing that took place in the Commit-
tee-room.

Mr. GIBBS said he had asked per-
niission of the House to do so before he
did so, and he quite expectod that the
hon. the Premier, or some one on the
Ministerial side of the House, would

object to it. If not allowed to refer to
what took place in that Committee, he
might be permitted to allude to what
he read in a newspaper, which, he
believed, correctly reported what took
place in another place.

Mr. CAUCHON: Order.
If[r. SPEAKER said he did not think

that the hon. member could indirectly
make reference to what took place.
The fact of its having been reported
did not alter the matter.

Mr. GIBBS asked if, during this de-
bate, any hon. gentleman on the other
side had been called to order ? Heqd
not the amplest opportunity been given
them of making statements when they
desired ? Gentlemen on the Opposi-
tion side of the House had expressed
themselves as piaced in a delicate posi-
tion. The Speaker, the First Com-
moner in the land, was charged by the
resolution with having beeui a public
contractor. He held a position which
the law declared le had no right to
hold, and which, as one hon. gentle-
man had stated,ever since he had been
a member of Parliament he ad no
right to occupy. If he (Mr. Gibbs)
repeated that, it was because the hon.
gentlemen opposite bad prevented him
from making a statement to relieve
the member from Prince Edward
Island from the doubts he seeried to
have. As to the genuineness of the
receipts which were in the Postmaster
General's Department, it was stated, by
a gentleman having authority to make
the statement, that he had no doubt
abut it, and the Committee reported
that the Speaker did receive large siums
of money when he was a member of
Parliament. If there was any doubt
about it, he might refer to the printed
-report, which was before every
bon. gentlemañ~present, as to whether
there was any doubt or not.
The question for every hon. member
to decide was this: Was public
money paid to an bon. member of this
flouse while he was a member of this
House ? Had any gentleman who
heard him, or any one in the land, from
the evidence deduced, any doubt upon
the point? If there was such an one to
be found, he agreed that he might vote
to refer this to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections. The Oppo-
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sition had been chargcd with not having
brought this matter up at the proper
time, or in a proper ianner. They
had waited patiently that gentlemen
opposite might take the course open to
them, had waited for them to bring
forward a motion to refer the question
to a Committee on Privileges and
Elections. Had they donc so ? It
had been proved conclusively that this
had been a matter of public notoriety
for two years. The Opposition iad
waited until the evidence was brought
down and put in the possession of the
Committee on Public Accounts and
brought down to this Hfouse, so that
hon. grentlemen miglit bave all the facts
and all the evidence in their possession
before one word should be said on the
floor of this liouse in referenco to this
case. They had produced their evidence
on the first opportunity after it was in
the possession of this louse. When
such a motion could be made, the hon.
inember for North Hastings (Mr.
Bowell) had presented this motion for
the approval of the House. But those
nembers who were here years ago
could remember the thunder of the hon.
the Minister of Justice when a case,
having in a very faint degree some
relation to that before the liouse, was
brouglit forward. When it was stated
that Colonel Gray had violated no Act
of Parliament by sitting on the floor
of this louse, and by receiving pay-
ment of $300 per month by order of
the House, hon. gentlemen opposite
contended that not only one member
might be found on the floor being a
placeman and holding office, but dozens
and scores, and that the Government
of the day might pack the House of
Commons with placemen, and they
demanded that an amendment to that
Act should bc made to meet their
objections. What did the Governmenît
of thedaydo? Feeling the importance
and cogency of the arguments deduced
by the lion. gentlemen opposite, they
did amend the Act of Parliament; but
it remained for those lion. gentlomen,
who declared they would clevate the
standard so high that honest and hon-
ourable men might range themselves
under it, to violate the Aet of Parlia-
ment in the spirit and the letter, in a
way that no other Government, in this
or any other country, had ever done-

Mr. GRImmS.

of late years at all events. He
regretted that the Speaker had found
himself in his present position. None
regretted it more deeplythan theywho
were on the Opposition side of the
louse. It migft or might not be a
coincidence, but it was a fact, that late
in the FaIl of 1875, in December lie
believed, the hon. the Postmaster-
G encral delivered a speech in Argen.
teuil in which he denounced Ultramon-
tanism, and it was a fact known to
many persons, particularly those resid-
ing in the part of the country from
which the Speaker came, that ihe St.
John Freeman took occasion to con-
demni the speech of the Postmaster-
General, and it was remarkable that, a
few days after that, the then Post.
i master-General sent down instructions
to the Province of New Brunswick that
the printing should be withdrawn froi
the other papers there and given to thec
Freenan. lie (Mr. Gibbs) did not say
that that was the reason, but there was
a striking coincidence as to the date.
ie lad no sympathy whatever with

the position the hon. gentleman had
taken. Those of them who had sat on
the other side of the House in days and
years gone by, knew the arguments
used by their opponents on occasions
of minor importance compared to this.
They liad abandoned this case, so far
as meeting it with argument was con-
cerned. They lad admitted that there
was no case, and had accordingly
abused the plaintiff's attorney. When
chargel with wrong-doing they said:
"You did the same when you were il,
power." He (Mr. Gibbs) was happy
to know, speaking for the Conservative
Party, that in no case in its history,
since Confederation at any rate, had
there becen a parallel to the case pre-
sented in the motion of his lion. frieid
the membor for North Hastings.

Mr. ROSS (West Middlesex) said lie
had not intended to trouble the iuse
with any remarks upon this very il-
portant subject, had it not been for One
or two statements which had dropped
casually fi-on lon. gentlemen opposite.
le agreed with what lad been said by
his lion. friend froin Kingston, as to
the impartiality and tidelity with
which the Speaker had discharged his
duties as the prcsiding officer of thii
liouse. le remcimbcred, however, in
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the, Session of 1873, when the hon.
gentleman entertained very different
opinions in regard 'to his ability and
the position he held before the House
and the country, and his fitness to hold
a position on the floor of the House. It
would be remembered that, when the
gentleman then representing the
county of Pictou, brought a charge
against the member for Gloucester, as
the publisher of the Freeman, tho
charge was discussed, and remarks, not
at ail complimentary to the present
Speaker, were made by the hon. gen-
tleman, who, the other evening, had
spoken in such complimentary and
gushing terms of his fitness as presiding
officer. He (Mr. Ross) held a quota-
tion from the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper), who
always had especial force when ho
thought he saw discreditable or dis-
honourable conduct on the part of hon.
members on the Ministerial side of the
House, but who, during 1873, when the
late Government were in the throes of
dissolution, could not see anything
in the conduct of the hon. gentlemen
with whom he was associated in the
transaction known as the Pacifie Scan-
dal. Here was what he said in the
House in 1873:-

" Such language placed a man outside the
pale of gentlemanly intercourse, and he asked
gentlemen opposite to say whether a man
who used such language could expect to
rebeive anything but the loathing and con-
tempt with which lie had tried to invest the
Parliament of his country. Such deserved
no pretensions to consideration, and lie gen-erally found that these charges brought
against others, emauated from the corrupt
darkness of his own heart."

That report was copied from the hon.
gentleman's own organi in Toronto, and
was such language as they would ex-
pect him to use when his righteous
soul was ovbrflowing with indignation.
The member for Kingston was equally
complimentary. He said: " No insult
could be considered more vile than
those contained in the article referred
to."

Mr. DEWDNEY: What were the
remarks referred to ?

Mr. ROSS': You will find them in
the Journals of the House, on the 17th
April, 1873.

Mr. DEWDNEY: What were they ?

Mr. ROSS: It would take up too
much time to read thom.

Mr. TUPPER: I would like, as the
hon. gentleman knows I shall not have
an opportunity of speaking in reply,
to ask him bow many of the present
Administration voted with me on that
matter ?

Mr. ROSS said lie had not referred
to the Treasury Benches, but to the
remarks of the hou. gentleman op-
posite. His hon. friend was too old a
politician not to know that it was un-
becoming to interrupt, in so unseomly
a manner, so young a member of the
House. He was exceeding pleased to
find that the remarks which he made
had the effect of calling bis hon. friend
to his feet. No doubt he felt the posi-
tion he was placed in when remarks
that he made threo years ago were
compared with those he made on
Saturday. He did not propose to
follow the course of this discussion iii
all its varied phases. One feature of
the discussion had pleased him--to sec
that bis hon. friends opposite who, a few
years ago, were prepared to vote
down the resolution moved by the
Liberal party in favour of the indepen-
dence of Parliament, were to-night
exceedingly anxious to vindicate thoso
principles which they opposed so stren-
-nously when on this side of the House.
Reference was made to the position
occupie.d by a member of this House
on the Intercolonial Railway Commis-
sion. When the Liberal party were
opposiig the position which Mr. Walbh
occupied as Chairman of that Commis-
sion, where were his hon. friends oppo-
site ? They found vote after vote re-
corded against the resolutions which
the Liboral party moved in regard to
that matter as being a violation of the
Independence of Parliament Act. When
the hon. the Minister of the Interior
moved his resolution in regard to the
Pacifie Railway, when he was sup-
ported by the whole strength ofthe
Liboral party, wbere were his hon.
friends opposite? Among the nays
he found recordod such names as Sir
John A. Macdonald, Mr. Tupper, Mr.
Langevin, Mr. Bawell, and the whole
strength of the Conservative party.
To-day tbey found the same gentlemen
on the opposite side of the House endea-
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vouring, by unfair means, to attack the
present ~ Administration because of
certain disclosuires which appear to
have been seen in the Public Accounts.
lHe called the attention of the House
and the country to the fact that this
was an evidence that Liberal principles
were fast gaining ground. At one time
they were almost beginning to despair
of ever creating an impression on hon.
gentlemen opposite. They had thought
that nowhere, except in the ranks of
the Liberal party, could there be found
advocates of true Parliamentary Inde-
pendence. Bat what did they flnd
now? Hon. gentlemen who, four or
five years ago voted against resolutions
affirming the Independence of Parlia-
ment, were-now endeavouring to vin-
dicate those principles and were trying
to be more zoalous and anxious for the
Independence of Parliamentthan hon.
gentlemen who fought the battle a few
years ago. That battle was not con.-
fined to resolutions on the Intercol-
oninl Railway. On this side of the
House, when they were advocating
simultaneous eleetions, hon. gentlemen
opposite were opposing them. They
thought that if the elections were held
on one day the Independence of Par-
liament would be better secured and
the opinions of the constituencies bet-
ter obtained; butthe Opposition opposed
them on that question. Where were
bis hon. friends opposite when the reso-
lution of the hon. the Minister of Jus-
tice was before the House in favour of
controverted elections being tried
before the Judges ? They were oppos-
ing it,,contending that the old system
of the trial of such cases before the
House was the true one. He called
attention to this fact that the country
might sec that the true advocates of
the independence of Parliament were
lot to be found among hon. gentlemen
opposite. The elections of the last
few years had disclosed that hon. gen-
tlemen opposite were not the true
advocates of the purification of this
chamber. What bad the report of the
Northern Railway Commission dis-
closed ? It had shown that no hon.
member on the Ministerial side could
be charged with anything like the
violation of the Independence of Par-
liament that was proven against hon.
gentlemen opposite. It justified the

Mr. Rosa.

conclusion he was drawing, that at
this late day the Reform party was
still the part that could truthfully
stand up in defence of those great
principles of Parliamentary Indepen-
dence for which they had fought in
the past. The hon. member for Card-
well (Mr. McCarthy) called attention
to the ificreased expenditure for print-
ing in New Brunswick since the present
Government came into power. What
were the facts in connection with that
expenditure? Previous to the year
1873 the post offices in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick were simply way
offices involving little or no expendi-
ture, comparatively speaking, for print-
ing; but under the niew system they
were changed to regular post offices,
and required to make daily reports,
as in Ontario. The result was a large
increase in the printing and
stationory bills; and he challenged
hon. gentlemen opposite to prove,
from any Information in the
possession Of the House, that Mr.
peaker received one cent more pro-

portionately for the work that was
done than under the old system. It
had not been shown that the work
done by Mr. Speaker was done at
exceptional prices, or that he received
more money for the work than was
paid to the friends of the right hon. gen-
tle man opposite(SirJohn A.Macdonald)
when they did the same work. In
New Brunswick in 1872, the expen-
diture for this work was $2,740.72; in
1873, when the work was done under
the old Administration, it was increased
to $5,535.92, so that the "jump up," as
the hon.. member for Cardwell ex-
pressed it, occarred .under the old
Administration. Ir 1874 it increased
to $6,341.15-something less than 20
per cent, while in the following year
the expenditure was redneed to
$6,303.58. The charge had. not been
made, and could not be proven if it
were made, that Mr. Speakerreceived
an increased price for the work he per-
formed, as compared with the prices
paid under the old Administration. The
hon. member for Cardwell said that an
anonymous letter appeared in the
Montreal Gazette during the summer
of 1874, charging Mir. Speaker with
receiving contracts from the Govern-
ment, and he was very much surprised
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that the hon. the First Minister did
not become aware that Mr. Speaker
was in peculiarly close relations with
the Government. Did his hon. friend
expect that everv Minister of the
Crown was to make it his particular
business to read over the columns of
ait the newspapers in the country, or
to pay attention to every anonymous
scribbler in the publie journals ? The
very idea would be absurd. If lion.
gentlemen opposite were anxious to
purge this Flouse of a iember who
was unworthily filling his position,
why was it that action was
not taken until now ? This
information was in the Publ:ec Accounts
and in the report of the lion. the Post-
master-General, and action muight have
been taken at a much earlier day. But
if it were so very disreputable for Mr.
Speaker to receive public monies
becauso he owned a printing office,
what was to be said of many hon. gen-
tlemen opposite who ivere sharoholders
in newspapers representing their party?
Was ho exceeding Parliamentary privi-
lege when he said that it was almost
beyond doubt tbat hon. gentlemen
opposite were largely interested in the
Toronto MVail; and it had lately been
been shown, through the Commission
of inquiry into the Northern Railway
matter, that $1,000 were subscribed
by a gentleman closely connected with
the Conservative Party as his share in
that paper. He had the curiosity to
examine a report brought down to the
House, and found that, for 1872, the
Chatham Planet received $52.92 in
the shape of advertising, and there was
an hon. gentleman in this House
representing that paper. It might ho
said that was a small sum, but, accord-
ing to the representations of the Oppo-
Sition, the amount had nothing to do
witl the grave question of public
mo0ralitywhich was involved in such
transaction. He found also that the
Belleville Intelligencer, connected with
which was an hon. gentleman in this
bouse, received $183.26, not a large
amount to secure biis allegiance. Thon
there was another gentleman, who

cupied a seat in the House in 1873,
who was publisher and proprietor of
the Toronto Leader, and he received
8543.80. le found, also, other organs
similarly situated which received the

same kind of attention fron the late
Government. lon. gentlemen opposite
should be consistent. If'they wanted to
carry consistency to its legitimate
length, lot some hon. mem ber opposite
move, ' it is inexpedient that any hon.
gentleman holding a seat in this Ilouse
should receive any amount of money
from the publie treasury for advertise-
monts and printing; that the receipt
of that monoy is a gross violation of
the Independence of Parliament, and
this House should be purged of all hon.
members who receive public moneys
of anykind." It was, however, only
in matters that would embarrass the
Government, that the riglhteous indig-
nation of' those lion. gentleman took
the fori of such a resolution. It was
only in matters that they thought
would place the Ilouse and the Govern-
nient ut a disadvantage, that they were
prepared to contend for the Indepen-
dence of Parliament. During the
election of 1872, what were the mem-
bers of the Opposition doing at the
very time when the Liberal Party were
fighting for the Independence of Par-
hament ? He found correspondence
going on between the thon First Minis-
ter and men who expected, to receive
considorations for anything'they might
do. He found such a letter as this:-

" The friends of the Governnent will ex-
pect to be supplied with fands in the pen-
ding elections, and any anoutit which vou
or your conpany iiay advance to us for that
purpose will be recouped to you."

Thon followed the amounts wanted:
Sir John A. Macdonald wanted
$28,000; the Hon.Mr. Langevin wanted
the small sui of $15,000, but ho got
832,000; Sir George E. Cartier wanted
$'0,000. Thon they found that Sir
John A. Macdonald wanted an additi-
onal $10,000; that thie lon. Mr.Lange-
vin wanted an additional $10,000, and
that Sir George E. Cartier wanted an
additional $20,000. Those were tho
bon. gentlemen who were now talking
purity and fighting for the;Indepon-
dence of Parliament. lion. members
who knew thoir political history could
searcely realise the change. le was
prepared to support the Government
on this occasion, and ho was prepared
to take full responsibility for it; and
he was prepared at the next election
to argue every point of this resolution
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with the hon. member for Cumberland,
at any moment ho chose. He vas
satisfied that the intelligent consti-
tuenîcies of Ontario would not be
"takon in," to use an Amorican ex-
pression,with any sudden effervescence
of public morality on the part of hon.
gentlemen opposite, but vould stand
by the Goverurnent and party that
placed on the Statute-book resolutions
and laws by wlich the Independence
of Parliament eould not bo violated
with impunity.

Mr. PLUMB said ho was not sur-
prised to learit that the hon. member
for West Middlesex (Mr. Ross) intended
to suplort theGovernment; ie did not
think that statement of the lion. gen-
ileian would create any surprise in
the Ilouse, for hon. mnembers knew
well what a slavish follower of the
Governiment that hon. gentleman was,
aind that he would be prepared to sup-
port them on any question upon which
bis support was required. It did not
need any argument on the part of that
hon. gentleman to justify any vote that
he would give to the Government. He
(Mr. Plumb) had not intended to say
anything on this question until he
foind that bis lion. friends were debar-
red from saying anything in reply to
arguments urged on the other side of
the House. The hon. member for
West Middlesex (Mr. Ross) had chosen
to say that by a sort of parity of
reasoning, many members of the
House were guilty of a breach of the
Independence of Parliament Act by
being interested in certain newspapers
who did public printing. He admitted
the same. Hon. members were share-
holders in corporations publishing
newspapers. No one doubted it, but
no one presumed to say that this
was any ground for complaint.
Indeed, this was so well understood
that no one proposed to attacl an
incoiporated company in the City of
Halifax which had a very large share
of Government printing, and in which
it was well knowri that two prominent
members of this House, one being a
Minister of the Crown, were large
shareholdors and largely interested.
le saw that it appeared in the Public
Accounts that these hon. gentleman
had not been without their share of
the advantages given to the Faithful

Mr. Ross.

who stood by the Government. In
1874, the whole expense connected
with printing in Halifax amounted to
$7,449, but in 1876, under the appli-
cation of the glorious principles of
Reform, Retrenchment and Economy,
of which they had heard so much, and
under an Administration which had
come in to correct all abuses and
to introduce retrenchment in the
administration of public affairs, these
gentlemen received the modest sum of
$15,196. He would not have referred
to the tu quoque argument had not the
lion. gentleman from West Middlesex,
by alluding to these matters, provoked
a retort. He regretted that the motion
of his hon. friend fron North Hastings
did not suit the hon.gentlemen opposite,
but ho would be very much surprised
if anything the Opposition brought
forward did suit them, and, more,
ho would be very suspicious of any
resolution that hon. gentlemen opposite
w'ould accept. He would at once
instinctively suppose that there was
something wrong in it, or else these
hon. gentlemen would not take it up.
He was very much surprised to find
that throughout the discussion no one
had pretended for a moment to attack
the principle asserted in this resolu-
tion; no one had presumed so far to
forget what was due to the Parliament
and the country as to attack the kernel
and essential principle of the resolu-
tion. But hon. gentlemen opposite
merely said that the course the Oppo-
sition had pursued was not acceptable
to them. The Opposition had not
supposed that this resolution would or
could be so acceptable to the Govern-
ment; orthat having sat silent for two
years under such a state of things,
these hon. gentlemen would accept, at
this hour, a resolution emanating from
the Opposition benches, and proposing
to· remedy the difficulty. The lan-
guage used by lion. gentlemen opposite
was in strange contrast to that they
employed during October 1868 and
1871. On May 19, 1868, the Minister
of Justice said:-

" Was it known that for the paltry patron-
age of a county, for the mere power of dis
tributing tide-waiterships and post office emt-
ploynent, the independence of many mem-
bers had in tirnes past been sacrificed."

On April 11, 1871, Mr. Mackenzie said:
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" Their object was to render everv men-
ber of the House thoroughly independent of
outside influence, The first thing to be done
to protect the liberties of the people was to
nake its Legislature thoroughly indepen-
dent."
On February 28, 1871, during the de-
bate regarding the position of Col.
Gray, an amendment was moved by
the then Opposition making it impro-
per for any member of the louse to
receive any salary or emolument fiom
the Government, whether annual or
otherwise; and the Minister of Justice
said:

" The principle conten(ded for was, that no
person should receive profit or advantage or
any contract or salary from the Governmuent
while sitting in Parliamuent."
An amendment was moved at the time
by the Minister of Justice, seconded by
the hon. member for North Hastings ;
these hon. gentlemen then were in
accord upon this subject, but now, as
far as he could judge, they were wide
as the poles asunder.

Mi. BLAKE: To what matter do
yo refer.

Mr. PLUMB: To the Col. Gray
matter.

Mr. BLAKE: The lion. member for
.North Hastings moved an amendment
to my motion. I never had the honour
of having that hon. gentleman as a
seconder.

Mr. PLUMB: It is so stated in the
proceedings.

Mr. BLAKE : No. Mr. Savary
moved and Mr. Bowell seconded an
amendment to my motion.

Mr. PLUMB said the hon. momber
fer West Middlesex had introduced into
the discussion several matters which
he might well have left out, which it
would be painful to discuss, and which
would never have been alluded to by
the Opposition if they had not thus
been brought forward. The hon. gen-
tleman must needs allude to what was
familiarly known as the Pacifie Scandal.
This allusion hon. gentlemen opposite
always seemed to consider as a suffi-
cient answer to any charge brought
against thum. No matter how closely
a charge was pressed, no matter how
absolutely it was proved, no matter
what corruption vas practiced by
thOse hon. gentlemen, no matter how

they had falsified their promises of re-
form, no matter what extravagance
and corruption entered into their ad-
ministration of publie affairs, or how
completely they had belied ail their pro-
mises with whieh they occupied office,--
all they considered necessary by way
of reply to any charge, was to say that
on a certain occasion there was a
Pacifie ]Railway charter granted by the
late Adinistration, and to repeat the
unfounded charges b*y which the then
Opposition had made it notorious.
Many gentlemen occupied seats in the
House now who were not there v lien
that event connected with the Pacifie
Railway chiarter occurred, and sueh
was not a sufficient answer to thein, or
to himself, or to many gentlemen who
sat on the Opposition benches. They
were ccaling with the present and
what concerned the future, and he
appealeà for the support of his position,
to every man who lived in this country,
and to whom the independence and the
purity of Parliament was dear; and to
none was he supposed to be better war-
ranted to appeal, than to the gentlemen
on the opposite benches, who had made
the profbssions they had made while
out of power,-to assist and aid in any
movement intended to correct any
abuse which might have grown up in
Parliamentary practice, or in connec-
tion with Parliamentary government.
The hon. gentleman fromWest Middle-
sex claimed that these contracts-he
admitted the contracts-were all ful-
filled at reasonable prices. Tho Oppo-
sition had not presurmed to go into this
part of the subject, and ho did not
think that it was the intention of any
one of their number to attack a gentle-
man who had iot the power of
reply. They did not dream of
such a thing. The resolution was
simple, plain and clear; it attacked
and censured the Government for
having permitted an abuse in their
administration of affairs to exist, and
to go on from year to year; and wheni
the attention of the Government was
called to it, they sought to escape from
their position by permitting a victim
to be offered up as a sacrifice-as a
sacrificial scapegoat, according to the
manner of the Jewish Dispensation-
for their sins. The Government pro-
posed to lay their hands upon this
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scapegoat, and let him fiee to the
mountains, while they retained their
places and the semblance of virtue,
whiich they had not proved by their
acts that they possessed. le ap-
proached this painful subject with the
greatest reluctance, and ho endorsed in
the most emphatic manner the re-
marks which the right hon. member
for Kingston had made at the opening
of his speech. le disclaimed any
personal feeling in the matter. It
seemed to hima that it was the duty of
the Opposition to repel and reject the
arguments which had been addressed
to thom froma the Ministerialist
benches. It was the duty of every
mnemaber of the Opposition to appeal to
Ihe manly and indepcndant sentiment
of, the Hoise,and ho hoped no one would
be bound by party feelings, or govern-
ed by party considerations, which often
affect men in such a way, that-

"hey know ithe right, anud they oppose it,
too,

They hate the wrong, and vet the wrong
pursue.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Bowell) negatived, on the following
Division

YEAs :

Messie urs
Baby Little
Barthe Macdonald (Kingston)
Benoit McDonald(Cape Breton)
Blanchet McDougall (Three Riv.)
Bolduc McKay (Colchester)
Bourassa Macmillan
Bowell McCallum
Brooks McCarthy
Brown McQuade
Caron Masson
Cimon Mitcheli
Colby Moffat
Costigan Monteith
Coupal Montplaisir
Currier Orton
Cuthbert Ouimet
Daoust Pinsonneault
DeCosmos Platt
Desjardins •Plumb

Dewdney Robillard
Donahue Robinson
Farrow Robitaille
Ferguson Rochester
Flesher Roscoe
Fraser Rouleau
Gaudet Roy
Gibbs (North Ontario) Scriver
Gibbs (South Ontario) Short
Gill
Haggart
Harwood
Ilrteau
Jones (South Leeds)
Kirkpatrick
Ljangevin
Lanthier

Mr. PLUME.

Stephenson
Thompson (Cariboo)
Tupper
Wallace(SouthNorfolk)
White (East Hastings)
White (North Renfrew)
Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Wright (Pontiac).-72.

Supply.
NAYS:

Messieurs
Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Bain
Bêchard
Bernier
Bertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Blake
Borden
Borron
Boyer
Brouse
Buell
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Casgrain
Cauchon
Charlton
Cheval
Christie
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Cook
Cunningliam
Davies
Dawson
Delorme
De St. Georges
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Flynn
Forbes
Fréchette
Galbraith
Geoffrion
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Greenway
Guthrie
Hagar
Hall
Higinbotham
Hol ton
Horton

Irving
Jetté
Jones (Halifax)
Killam
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
MacDonnell
Macdougall(EastElgin)
McDougall (S.Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
Mackenzie
Mccraney
McGregor
McIntyre
Mclsaac
Mcheod
McNab
Metcalfe
Mills
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pouliot
Power
Ray
Richard
Ross (East Durham)
Ross (W. Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Ryan
Rymal
Scatcherd
Shibley
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Selkirk)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thompson(Haldimand)
Thomson (Welland)
Trow
V ail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman
Young.-Ill.

SUPPLY.

X.-PENSONS.

Hiouse again resolved itself into Com
mittee of Supply.

(In the Conmitteo.)

57. Pensions.............1,280.

Resolution ordered to b reported.
louse resuied.
Bosolution reported.
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TH1E SEAT FOR GLOUCESTER.

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE.

Mr. CASEY rose to a question of
privilege. He said he desired to carry
out the intention of wiuh ho had
given notice, and with that view he
moved:

" That the attention of this House haviii
been called to the reports. returns anl
vouchers laid upon the table touching the
payimenit of public moneys to the Hon. T.
V. Anglin, member for the Electoral Dis-

trict of Gloucester, for r intinig anîd stationerv
for the Post Offie eparnnent, the said
papers be referred to the Select Standing
Coinnittee on Privileges and Elections, and
they be directed to enquire into the facts, to
search for precedents, and to report the
result of their enquiries; and whether the
said Hon. T. W. Anghn lias vacated his
seat."

In formulating this resoluition lie
was guided by the action taken inM
two cases under the Independence of
Parliaient Act, one a Canadian case
last Session, when the seat of the hon.
member for Two Mountains (3r.
Daoust) was questioned. That case
was referred to the Select Committee
on Privileges and Elections to look into
the legal question arising in the case
and to search for Parliamentary
precedents applicable thereto and to
report to the House. le had followed
strictly'the wording of the resolution in
that case, not thinking it nocessary

vowever to add a clause relative to
further proceedings, because, if the
Colnmittee reported that the seat was
vacated, future procoedings would be
regulated by the practice of the louse.
The other case on whieh ho had based
his resolution vas that of Baron
Rothschild, in the English House of'
Commons, in 1855. Attention was
called to the fact that the firn ofwhich
Baron Rothschild, who was thon the
Sitting member for London, was a
mnember, had entered into a loan with
the Government of £16,000,000. it
'vas moved that a iew writ be issued,
Baron Rothschild having vacated bis
Seat. In amendment it was movod
that the matter be referred to a Select
(ommittee, and the motion was finally
carried in the following form

That the contract enterr:l into l'y
-Messrs. Rothschild & Co, wivth Her Majesty's
Uuverniient on the 20th day of April last,

for a ioan of sixteen m illious l'or the public
service be referred to a Select Comniittee,
and that they be directed to report their
opinion whether Baron Lionel Nathan le
Rothschild has vacated his seat by reason of
the said contract."
le drew from this case, and also froi
the case of Daniel Whittlo Harvey,
with reference to a contract for hackney
coaches, that ho had ample reason for
noving bis resolution. Il corsequence
of what had taken place in the House
he would not say nlow aIll ho liai
intended to say. He wished merelv
to state that lie felt convinced that this
case was a proper one to be investi-
gated by a Committee of this House,
because, according to May, any case ii
which there was a imatter of doubt,
should be referred to a Comm ittee. le
thought there certainly was a matter
of doubt as to fact as well as to law.
The circumstance thatin a siunilar case,
the lion. memiber for Kingston had
taken no action agaiînst a like motion,
was good evidence that it was right to
refer it to Comimittee hvlîen there was
rooni for doubt. As to the other point,
ho would nerely remark iii reference
to the case of a contract laid upon the
table of the English House of Coni-
mons, it was held by various authoi-
tics, among them Mr. Disracli, that
that contract of itsclf was not sufficienît
evidence of the seat being vacated, and
of a contract having been entered into
between Baron Rothschild and lier

ajesty's Government.

Mr. BOWELL: No.

Mr. CASEY: It was lield not to be
sufficient evidence of teb con tract.

Mr. BOWELL: By whom was the
contract signed?

Mr. CASEY: It was signed by the
firm of which Baron lothschild vas a
imember.

Mr. BOWELL : That is correct.

Mru. CASEY said, in the present case,
in the absence of any contract what-
ever, in the absence of any proof that
there was any agreement or under.
standing amonnting to a contract,
there was stronger ground for
arguing that there was sufficient matter
to send to a Committee. lie consider-
cd that the Committee would do Mr.
Speaker justice, notwithstanding that
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the gentlemen opposite had tried to
prevent it being donc.

Mr. MITCHE LL: Don't say that;
that is not truc.

Mr. CASEY: I do say it distinctly.
The Committec would also afford the
country an opportunity of having the
matter cleared up.

Sir JOHN A. MAC.DONALI) said,
and so it had cone to this, that the
Governiment had not performed its
duty, and, because the Lcadcr of the
Opposition had not donc his duty, it
bad been left for the Patronage Sec-
retary of the Treasury, the Whipper-
in of the Ministerial party, to make
this motion in vindication of the privi-
loges of Parliament. Why was not
this moved earlier in the Session?
Why was it not moved last Session ?
It was simply because the Governiment
did not desire to bring this question
before Parliament, and to have the
privileges of Parliament vindicated;
because they did not desire to
have the Independence of Parlia-
ment protected. But they had been
forced, by public opinion outside
the House, and still more by the opinion
in the House, to induce this motion to
be made at the last hour. Why had
the hon. member for West Elgin (Mr.
Casey) called upon the Opposition to
move this resolution ? Why should he
think it the duty of the ninority to
call the attention of this liouse to the
matter, and to protect the rights of the
people? Why should it be supposed
that it rested peculiarly upon the
weaker half of Parliament to vindicate
the independonce and the rights of
Parliament ? It was not always so.
It was only last Session that the hon.
niemnber for Drumimond, and Artha-
baska (Mr. Laurier), a supporter of
the Government, madé a similar mo-
tion with reference to the hon. niember
for Two Mountains. It was just the
saine as if the Govern ment moved it
in reality. The strings were pulled,
and the bobbins went up ; the key was
touched, and the .note responded.
Wherever there was power, there vas
responsibility. Wherever there was
weakness and inability to carry out
responsibility, then it rested upon the
power to fultil itsroesponsibility. What
wero the facts ? In 1874, a momber

Mr. CASEY.

of the Government made, corruptly, a
bargairi with a member of the House
by which ho gave him a contract,
and a secret contract. Who knew of
that contract ? Who knew that the
member for Gloucester had anythingto
do with the printing or supply of
stationery for New Brunswick ? Who
know that the Postmaster-GCeneral, and
conscquently the Government-be-
cause the Government were responsi-
ble for the acts of a colleague perform-
cd within the scope of his jurisdiction
-- was giving this contract? Who knew
that the Government in 1874 was
giving a contract to a member of Par-
liament and yet allowing him to retain
his seat? Who knew this and yet
made that member the Speaker of this
House ? Who knew that the Speaker,
who was to bo the impartial Judge
between parties, who was to hold a judi-
cial position, who was to hold the scales
of justice equally between the right and
left, who was to protect the minority
against the pressure of the Govern-
ment-who knew that ho was the sub-
sidized contractor of the Government ?
Who knew that, in 1874, the Govern-
ment held the Speaker, the First Com
monor of the land, in the hollow of
their hand ? Who knew that the
Speaker was, week after week, and
month after month, and quarter after
quarter, receiving his commission at
the hands of the Government for which
ho signed receipts ? Who knew all
this but those who elected him Speaker ?
Upon them be the responsibility, upon
them be the offence and the great po-
litical crime against the first principles
of justice, against the first principles
of the Independence of Parliament
and against fair play. He had ne
hesitation in saying that the hon.

gentlemen were again and again dis-
appointed at the result of their actions,
because Mr. Speaker rose superior to
their inducements. But the induce-
ment was made all the same ; the pay-
ment was made all the same ; the
breacli of the Statute was made all the
same.

Mr. MILLS: I rise to point
that the hon. gentleman is te be
of the Speaker's judges.

oui
on«

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the bon. gentleman bad already judged
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him, and already acquitted him. The
hon. gentleman had already stated in
his place as a member of the Govern.
ment and as the member for Bothwell,
a.s one of a representative body of men
from the Province of Ontario, that it
was quite right, that it was quite ex-
pedient, that it was quite proper for
the Goverîainent to give a contract to
a member of Parliament and to keep
him a member, and to retain him
Speaker of this House. He, one of the
apostles of liberty,bad voted that it was
perfectly consistent that the Goverment
,hould be held blameless, and that the
fact of a contract between the Govern-
ment and the Speaker, between 1874
afnd 1876, did not constitute a breach
of the Independence of Parliament
Act. But there were occasions when
the whirligig of time brought in its
o'wn revenges, and if ever tiere was a
lime when the finger of scorn would
be pointed at the hon. gentlemen op-
posite by the people of -lanada, it was
now. Now was the day when the hon.
gentlemen opposite would be pointed
at by the country as an " organized
hypocrisy." Those gentlemen who,
nonth after month,and year after year,
had pointed to the Conservative party as
being alive with corruption of ali
kinds, were fouud out under the most
suspicious circumstances, under cir-
cumstances which almost amounted to
a certainty. Looking at the dates, at
the time, at the circumstances, by the
light of the speech of the hon. member
for Victoria B., (Mr. Costigan) that
,norning, the House could understand
the means by which a certain unquiet,
bold and restless spirit had been quieted
and appeased. The whole thing
could be understood now. It was at-
tempted to be concealed, it was at-
tempted to be glossed over. The
natter was brought up last Session
by the hon. member for North
lastings (Mr. Bowell.) The House

had waited and waited to see
if the Goverument would do theirdity but they would not. And those
Were the hon. gentlemen who were to
eause undue influence and corruption
tdisappear for ever. No more were
there to be the regretful scenes of thellst twenty years. A new age was to
commence. There were to be no
infringemente of the Independence of

83

Parliament. But what was the case in
1874? Through their colleague, the
Postmaster-General,theGovernment de-
liberately subsidized a man whom they
had selected to be the impartial Speaker
of the louse. They subsidized him.
They paid him money and kept the
secret. It was known for a year after-
wards by the admission of the Premier
himself. About Christmas, 1875, he
was aware of it, and he said there must
be no more work done. They knew per-
fectly well, by the act of their col-
league, that the seat of the Speaker had
been vacated; that he had no more
right to a seat than any one of the lads
who runs around this floor. They
knew his seat was vacated, and yet
they did not take the steps which ought
to have been taken, but made the
country believe that Mr. Speaker was
member for Gloucester, which he was
not, and that he was the Speaker of
this House, which he ought not to be.
That was the conduct of the Govern-
ment. It was a great triumph to the
Opposition when they saw that those
gentlemen opposite had belied all their
professions and had taken the course
they had, and as the hon. member for
Cardwell said-

Mr. DYMOND rose to a point of
order-the hon. gentleman could not
refer to a pabt debate.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he
could do so if he chose by going over
the hon. gentleman's (Mr. McCarthy's)
arguments and making then his own,
after the fashion of the hon gentleman
who had interrupted him. As he
understood, one hundred and eleven
gentlemen of this House had voted as
members of Parliament, as men of
honour, as men of understanding, that
it had been quite expedient and quite
proper for the Government of the day
to make such a contract with the
Speaker as had been proved had been
entered into between the Government
and him. Those one hundred and
eleven members of Parliament, repre-
sentatives of the people, defenders
of the rights of the people, de-
fenders of the Independence of Par-
liament-had also voted that it was
no infraction of the Act in rela-
tion to the Independence of Par-
liament. It was solemnly declared
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that the whole transaction between the
Postmaster-General and the member
for Gloueester was quite proper and
quite expedient, and with the same
conscientiousness these one hundred
and eleven voted that it was no infrac-
tion of the Independence of Parliament
Act. Now, how could those hundred
and eleven, after having solemnly
recorded their votes, which would
stand against them as long as they
lived,and a long time beyond,after they
had voted that there was no infringe-
ment of the Act, how could they now
say that there was primd facie cvidence
of it to be enquired into by the Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections ?
Why, no reference could be made to
the Committee unless there was prima
facie evidence. The member for
Elgin, who moved to send the matter
to the Committee on Privileges and
Elections, had actually previously
votod that there was no case on which
to found his motion. le had no doubt
they would unseat Mr. Speaker. He
had no doubt that they would take the
course as indicated by the hon. the
Premier on Saturday, when ho said he
would vote for the resolution if the
second part had only been omitted.
What was the first part of the rosolu-
tion? "It was inexpedient and im-
proper for the Government to enter
into any contract whereby any money
was paid to members of Parliament,
such as the Postmaster-General's re-
port of 1875 and 1876, and the vouchers
laid on the table ot the House showed
that sums of money have been paid to
Timothy Warren Anglin, member for
Gloucester." That was the first part
of the resolution, and the hon. the
Premier would be quite willing to vote
the Speaker's condemnation, but not bis
own. He was quite willing to eat the
extremity of humble pie, to sign the
Speaker's condemnation, to admit that
the Postmaster-General in the first
place, and the Speaker in the next, had
committed a grave constitutional
wrong ; but he could not go to the
second part of the resolution, that it
was in contravention of the Indepen-
dence of Parliament Act. He had to
whip in bis friends even to that, and
compromise with them by the resolu-
tion ho got the Whipper-in of the party
to move afterwards, that the Speaker

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

should be put on bis trial. As he had
already said, what was there to be
tried ? Hon. gentlemen had voted that
it was not in contravention of the Inde-
pendence of Parliament Act, and there
was now a motion admitting that on
the face of the papers a primd facie
case was made out, and that the reci-
pient of the money should be heard.
And what would the Speaker state ?
He would state that he made certain
arrangements with the Governmont
to perform certain contracts; that the
Government knew ho was a member
of Parliament ; that the Government
did notask himi to resign bis seat; that
tbe Government after having made
these arrangements which had vacated
his seat, and by which Timothy
Warren Anglin was no longer a menm-
ber of the House, actually moved that
he should b Speaker of this House.
Why every one would remember the
riots in Montreal in 1849 when an
unauthorized man walked into the
House and tàolk possession of the
Speaker's chair. Everybody was sur-
prised. Now suppose one of the crowd
that waited on the Prime Minister the
other day had walked into the House
and taken the Chair, and the leader of
the Government desired to have hin
removed, he could have said that lie
had as much right to the Chair as Mr.
Anglin had. He was as much a mem-
ber of Parliament as ho (Mr. Anglin)
was. And what had been the result?
The House had had an hon. gentleman
in the Chair who was not a member of
Parliament, and not being a member
of Parliament, ho was no longer
Speaker. The Opposition had their
triumph, and it would ring through
the countiy that the Government
shelved the arrangement to the last
moment, and only at the last moment,
when driven to a corner, were com-
pelled against their wili to admit that
they had been in this unconstitutional
arrangement from the beginning. If
they had done their duty they ought
never to have placed the Speaker in
that Chair, and had they not done so
they would nover have placed them-
selves in the humiliating position in
which they now stand before the
House, and the country, and themselves,
and their followers.

[COMMONS.] Gloucester.
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Mr. MACKENZIE said be had often
heard the hon. gentlemàn performing
some very extraordinary political
antics, but never heard that hon. gen-
tleman deliver such an indecent, shame-
fui speech as he had just delivered.
They heard tlie hon. gentleman claim,
not half an hour ago, that ho did not
take the ground that the seat vas
vacant, but he now declared that it had
been vacant for years. He had made
every available statement which could
satisfy political rancour and political
passion. The hon. gentleman had not
shown a particle of that decency which
should characterize one who sat as a
udge in the Hlouse in a case where
ludicial fairness was to be expected.
What was to be expected from the
hon. gentleman as a Judge in this or any
other case? The hon. gentleman had
shown that ho was unfit to sit as a
Judge in every case where there was
the slightest difference of political opin-
ion. The right hon. gentleman did not
hesitate to declare in advance what his
opinion was. Let the facts declare
whether there was an agreement or
not, the bon. gentleman had avowed
his determination to give his verdict
before the jury assembled, before the
evidence was heard, and had inter-
larded his speech with allusions to
every person around him, casting
dirt ais if he sat upon some emin-
ence where he was justified in
throwing filth in every direction.
What was the hon. gentleman's record
in this House? He must presume
greatly on the credulity of his audience,
particularly at this late day, if he
thought they bad forgotten what had
heen done by himself even in election
<ases.

Mr. MASSON: Pacifie Scardal.
Mr. MACKENZIE: 1 do not allude

to the Pacifie Scandal.
Mr. MASSON: You might have.
Mr. MACKENZIE said be might

have alluded to a thousand things if
time permitted. The hon. gentleman
mflust think him very ignorant of politi-
cal history, if ho thought he could not
Occupy hour after hour in summing up
the political iniquities which had char-
acterized the career of the right lion.
gentleman, as if the hon. gentleman
had ever done anything which would
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justify him in holding up his hands in
holy horror at anything that could be
done in Parliament. The hon. gentle-
man's career as a political Reformer
was tolerably well known; his career
as a political intriguer was still botter
known. His success at corrupting the
country was, if possible, still botter
known. He promised the right hon.
gentleman something in a very short
time in the way of revelations, which
the hon. gentleman supposed ho would
not recollect. The hon. gentleman
knew what had transpired within the
last twenty years with regard to elec-
tion trials. What was the case at the
present time ? The particular charge
was that of having a contract with the
Government. The statement had been
made that the work was donc in the
hon. gentleman's (Mr. Speaker's) office
last year; yet no member of the Oppo-
sition moved for an enquiry into the
matter. Every person knew thon what
was known now. The hon. gentleman
knew this, but they went back a year
and spoke of the iatter as newly dis-
covered, newly found out, and as if the
Government were continuing the sys-
tem. He (Mr. Mackenzie) had con-
demned such transactions as inexpe-
dient and improper; but without any
enquiry into the facts of the case,
without any search for precedent.
hon. gentlemen proposed to pass judg-
ment. He could produce cases in
which the right hon. member for Kings-
ton had justified an exactly similar
transaction to that under discussion. It
did not matter whether the sum was
$10,000 or $500. He mentioned the
case of Mr. Ramsay, who had
resigned because ho was interestod
in a contract amounting to $47.
The hon. member for North llastings
(Mr. Bowell) had mentioned a case the
other day where Mr. Ramsay had to
resigri because he had a share in a
contract amounting to $47; and yet
they knew that a number of hon. gen-
tlemen opposite, including, if ho
remembered rightly, the very member
who had made this motion, were
included in the same condemnation.
More than one voted on that side to
condemn a transaction which ho would
not call according to its enormity-
transactions in which they themselves
were engaged. Such was the extent
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of political rancour which actuated hon.
gentlemen opposite that nothing
seemed too ferocious for thom to indulge
in, nothing too extravagant to say,
nothing too indelicate to touch upon,
no matter whose feelings might be hurt
or offended. The system which the Con-
servative party had inaugurated this
Session wasone ofeonstantinterminable
warfare of the worst and most intoler-
ant character. The hon. gentleman was
very bold. He went through the
country denouncing him (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) as a dishonest man-declaring
that the Government continually and
systematically kept eontracts from the
lowest tenders and given to the high-
est. He went through the country
telling other stories, which he could
only characterize by the strongest
Anglo-Saxon phrase that could be ap-
plied. He ventured to attack Mr.
Speaker, knowing that he was power-
less to defend himself. He gave the
hon. gentleman credit for the discretion
to rnow that had Mr. Speaker been on
the floor of the House, he would have
had a much more civil tongue in his
head. Considering the intensity of
the ferocity manifested during this
debate, the hon. the leader of the Op-
position might well have allowed the
amendment of the hon. member for
West Elgin to have passed in silence;
or, if not in silence, at least in a much
more quiet manner. But the hon.
gentleman had chosen his road. He
was one of the Judges, and a most up-
right judge he must be.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned at

Thirty minutes after
Twelve o'clock.

H OUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 10th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
S'clock.

EXTRADITION OF FUGITIVE
CRIMINALS.

ADDRESs TO HER MAJESTY.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolutions:-

Mr. MAcKENzIE.

"1. That the Parliament of Canada bas
aIl the power necessary for making provísion
for the extradition from Canada of fugitive
criminals.

"2. That the Parliament and Government
of Canada have all the powers proper for
performing the obligations of Canada, as
part of the British Empire, towards Foreign
States, arising under treaties between the
Empire and Foreign States.

< 3. That several Extradition arrange-
ments extending to Canada have been made
between Her Majesty the Queen and Foreign
States, and that other such arrangements
may from time to time be made.

I 4. That it is proper to nake provision
by one Canadian law for the execution, as
respects Canada, of all such arrangements.

e 5. That a Bill has passed both Houses
of the Parliament of Canada, and now awaits
the Royal assent-providing for the execu-
tion, as respects Canada, of all such arrange-
inents, so soon as the operation of the Ex-
tradition Act of 1870 of the Parhanient ot
the United Kingdom shall have ceased or
been suspended within Canada.

"6. That by the said Act of the Parlia-
meat of the United Kingdon, certain pro-
visions are made for the extradition of
fugitive criminals, and by the seventeenth
section it is enacted that the Act when ap-
plied by Order in Council, shall, unless it is
otherwise provided by such Order, extend tu
the several British possessions in the same
manner as if throughout the Act the British
possessions were sustituted for England, as
the case may require, with certain modifica-
tions, and by the eighteenth section it ia en.
acted that if any by-law or ordinance, made
before or after the passing of the said Act, by
the LegisIature of any British possession,
provision is made for carrying into effect
within such possession the surrender of
fugitive criminals who are in, or suspected
of being in, such British pcssessions, Uer
Majesty may, by the Order in Council ap-
plying the Act, in the case of any Foreign
8tate, or by any subsequent Order, either
suspend the operation within any such
British possession of the Act, or of any part
thereof, so far as it relates to such Foreign
State, and so long as such law or ordinance
continues in force there, and no longer, or
direct that such law or ordinance, or any
part thereof, shall have effect in such Britisl
possession, with or without modifications and
alterations, aa if it were part of the Act.

" 7. That the provisions of the said Act of
1870 are unsuitable to Canada.

"8. That when the said Bill now awaiting
the Royal assent becomes law, it will be ex-
pedient that the said Act of 1810 should not
extend to Canada.

<'9. That it is expedient to present an'
address to Her Majesty, based on the pte-
cedin resolutions, and praying that ohe
wi.l .e graciously pleased to invite such
legislation in the Parliament of the United
Kingdom as will cause the operation of the
said Act of Parliament of the United King-
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dloin to cease in Canada, and that in the
neantime she vill be graciously pleased, by
Order in Council, to, supend t he operation
within Canada of the said Act so far as it
relates to any Foreign State with which
there nay be an extradition arrangement."

(In the Committee.)

Resolutions agreed to, and ordered to
be reported.

House resuned.
Resolutions reported, read the first and

second times, and agreed to ; and referred
to a Select Committee, composed of
Messrs. Blake, Mackenzie, iMills,
Laurier and Young, to preparo an
address to Her Majesty embodying the
same.

Mr. BLAKE presented the report of
the said Committee, with the draft of
an address tol Her Majesty embodying
the said resolutions.

Mr. BLAKE moved:
" That a message be sent to the Senate

requesting that that honourable body will
concur in the Address."

Motion agreed to.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: 1 do

not know if it will assist the Govern-
ment, but I bave received. a letter from,
Toronto, signed with initials, telling
me that, if I could induce the Minister
of Justice to prevent this having a
retroactive effect, I would be hand-
somely rewarded.

Mr. BLAKE: I am afraid my right
hon. friend has not gone the right way
about it.

MEASUREMENT OF REGISTERED
SIILPS BILL.-[BILL -No. 106.]

(Mr. Smith, Westnwreland.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time, considered in
Committee of the Whole, and reported.

PUBLIC WORKS TRANSFER
BILL.-[BLL No. 110.]

(M1fr. Smith, Westmoreland.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the second time, considered in
Committee of the Whole, reported, read
the third time, and passed.

PILOTAGE
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ACT AMENDMENT
BILL -[BILL NO. 108.]

(-,Ur. Snith, Vestmoreland.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.
House resolved itself into Committec

of the Whole to consider the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said as
the resolution on which the Bill was
based had been discussed very fully
the other day, ho did not think it
necessary to discuss it any further. He
might say however to his hon. friend
from Quebec (Mr. Caron) that the Bill
in no way affected the Harbour of
Quebec. He had had an interview
with two intelligent and respectable
pilots from that port, and they
expressed themselves perfectly satisfied
with the Bill as it stood. He had no
particular objection to the amendment
proposed by the hon. member for Cape
Breton, (Mr. MacKay) who ho was
sorry to see was not then in his place.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
moved that the Pilotage District of
Sydney be included with the ports of
Halifax and Pictou.

Mr. MITCHELL said he would
merely re-state his objections to the
Bill. He saw no reason why they
should so exempt Halifax and Pictou
any more than the District of Sydney.
He might as well ask that the
Miramichi District should also be
included ; but ho would not maike
any such request, because he con-
sidered that this exemption was
wrong in principle, detracting from
the effect of the present Pilotage Laws.
He was aware that the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries would not accept
any of his suggestions; but he would,
nevertheless, call the hon. gentleman's
attention te a difficulty connected with
the second clause of the Bill stating
that no clearance should be granted t>
any ship, unless a certificate from the
pilotage authority, or some person
authorized by such authority to give it,
was shown. Now, in the Harbour of
Miramichi there were two ports, Chat-
ham and Newcastle. These were in-
cluded in the pilotage district, and the
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pilotage authorities lived at Chatham,
six miles from Newcastle; con-
sequently,under this regulation, parties
would have to drive from Newcastle to
Chatham and back again, a distance of
twelve miles, and cross a ferry twice in
order to obtain such certificate. This
would cause a great deal of annoyance
and trouble, and he trusted that the
clause would be so modified as to make
it applicable only to a port in which
there was a resident pilotage authority.
Chatham and Newcastle were one part
for the purpose of pilotage, but not for
those of customs or shipping.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said it
was unfair to state that he would not
consider any suggestions made by the
hon. member fromNorthumberland. le
quite recognized the hon. gentleman's
good judgment regarding matters of
this kind, and he was always ready t
consider the hon. gentleman's sugges-
tions. He had no objection t con-
sider the suggestions now made before
the third reading of the Bill. Perhaps
the inconvenience mentioned would
not be so great as the hon. gentleman
supposed.

Mr. MITCIELL said that in an
experience of forty years ho had never
known of a case in which a pilot lost
his fees. They always looked after
them sharply.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
Sydney was now made a port of call.
Some eight hundred vessels arrived
there in the course of the year, a num-
ber being steamers, and it was a mat-
ter of considerable moment as to how
the pilotage dues should be collected
there, not only te the authorities of
the port, but also to the pilots, who
were a very large and useful class of
people. le thought that the pilotage
authorities should be left to decide in
what cases sailing vessels or steamers
should be exempt from the payment
of compulsory pilotage, and he saw no
reason why Sydney and North Sydney
should net be included with Halifax
and Pictou. He would not complain
if the latter ports were entirely left
out of the Bill, but he could net under-
stand why the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries should bring down excep-
tional legislation in favour of the ports
mentioned. Hie hoped that the Minis-

ML'. MLIOUELL.

ter would see the justice of granting
the same power to the authorities of
Sydney as to those of Halifax and
Pictou. He could net see what rights
Pictou and iHalifax could have which
Sydney was net entitled to.

Mr. CARON asked whether the Bill
affected the port of Quebec.

Mr. SMITI said he could assure his
hon. friend that it would not affect the
port of Quebec in the slightest degree.
He had no objection te include the
pilotage districts of Sydney in the
same category with the ports of Halifax
and Pictou.

Mr. KILLAM said, if Sydney and
North Sydney and Halifax and Pictou
were so included, ho could notsee why
every other port in the Dominion
should not be placed in the same posi-
tion. Under the circumstances, it would
be botter to abolish compulsory pilot-
age altogether as regards both sailing
vessels and steamers. le could not
percoive any reason why the ports
named should be exempt from the
operation of the Bill. He hoped that
the House would net agree te any
amendment of the kind proposed.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said lie
really saw no objection why the clause
should net be made more general.
The regulations regarding pilotage
should be in the hands of the local
authorities as was the case in England
and in almost every other country.
Cork was a port of call and pilotage,
there it was purely voluntary; at Fal-
mont, another port of call, it was com-
pulsory. It was fair to assume that
the local authorities had the interests
of their respective ports at heart, and
different regulations might be advis-
able for different places.

Mr. PALMER said he could not
agree with the principle laid down by
the hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries. While, perhaps, it might
be well to give such ports as Halifax
and Pictou the power to make focs
compulsory or otherwise, ho thought
it would be dangerous to the genera:
shipping interest t allow small ports
of call to charge what fees they chose.

Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-
ported.

House resuned.
Amendments read the first and second

times and agreed to.

(COMMONS.] Amnendment Bill
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FORT FRANCIS LOCK.

RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Order for the House to go again into
Committee of Supply, read.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he desired
to call attention to some papers that
had been just brought before the
louse. As the private members' day

h ad been taken away, this was the oniy
means ho had of calling attention to
the matter. In doing so ho hoped lie
would not be stigmatized as "offensive,"
aS other gentlemen of the Opposition
had been for making similar observa-
tions and enquiries as to the manner
in which the Public Works Depart-
ment was managed. The paper he
referred to was a return to the Ilouse,
in answer to an address for copies of
Orders in Council relating to the con-
struction of the Fort Francis Lock or
Canal. It appeared that this work
was entered into in order to connect
the waters of Rainy Lake and Lake of
the Woods. In 1875 an appropriation
of $150,000 was made for it, the Pre-
mier stating that it was to be
in connection with the second section
of the Pacific Railway-not a branch,
as would be found by the Pacifie Rail-
way Act-from Kaministiquia Bridge
to a place called Sturgeon's Falls, at the
head of Rainy Lake. Thon it was in-
tended to use the waters of Rainy
Lake and overcome the falls at Fort
Francis by constructing this lock,
using the Rainy River and Lake of
the Woods until the North-West Angle
or Keewatin was reached, where the
railway from Winnipeg would touch
the navigable waters. It was under-
stood that there was one chief portage
to be overcome, and that with a certain
expenditure there might be a continu-
ous water stretch from Sturgeon
Falls to the North-West Angle or
Keewatin. But, even then, he con-
tended that this work would practi-
cally have been of no use. It was in-
tended to connect the waters for vos-
sels drawing seven feet of water. The
loek was being constructed to a depth
Of eight feet. It might naturally be ex-
peeted that the water leading to this
would have the same depth. But on
page 26, it would be found:

According, to Capt. Cameron, of the
R.a:ny Lake steamer, the low water draught

through the lake and river above the Fort, a
distance of 44 miles, does not average more
than 4! feet. Between the Fort and the foot
of. the Long Sault, a distance of about 45
miles, the draft during low water is about
7 feet on the first 12 miles, 6 feet on the next
6 miles,52 feet on the following 10 miles,and 5
feet in the remainder, according to the Cap-
tain of the small tug steamer which plies
on that section of the river. At the Manitou
there appeared to be no difficulty as regards
the de th of the water at the head of the
rapid, but there is a declivity of a few feet in
a short distance and a current of about five
miles an hour or more, against which a
steamer of small power cannot ascend with-
out being hauled by ineans of a rope and
capstan or otherwise. At the head of the
Long Sault there is also a swift current, too
mucl for an ordinary steamboat to overcome.
In the Long Sault Rapids, some two miles or
more in length, the worst of which I sounded
to within one quarter of a mile of the wharf,
to which the Lake of the Woods steamer
ascend. I found eight feet of water on two of
the shoals, this represents a depth of 3!1 feet
during the lowest observed stage of the
water, the river surface at that time being 4.1
feet higher than in October, 1875."

It would be found that expenditure
would have to be incurred of which
they could see no end, and that the
mere fact of the construction of this
lock would not end the expenditure
by any means. The Engineer said
" that no definite scheme or estimate
can however, be submitted, unless the
necessary levels, soundings, and mea-
surements are taken along the entire
longth of the proposed navigation." The
work had been entered into without
any estimate and without any idea as
to the utility of the result. On August
3rd, 1876, Mr. Baillairge, the Engineer,
was detailed to go up and examine the
Fort Francis Canal, and give such
directions as ho thought desirable,
according to the revised plan lately
furnished. Mr. Baillairge said: " This
plan was prepared from somnewhat
limited information, and is basod on
the high and low water levels origi-
nally observed by the Engineer who
first laid out the work; the low water
levels have since been found to be four-
teen inches lower at the lower end,
than represented in the plan." Here
was found a public work entered into
with only limited information, and it
would be found, by the report, that its
utility could not be carried out without
considerable further delay. When he
told the House that the whole original
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scheme was changed, and that theroad
would not run near that point, but 100
miles away from Fort Francis, and that
the nearest point where there was
water connection was Port Savanne, a
distance of 184 miles. it would be seen
that the work was of no use to carry
up supplies and rails for the Pacifie
Railway, as was proposed, especially
when seven portages, in addition to
that at Fort Francis, had to be got
over. Any gentleman looking into
the report would see that the construc-
ton of the work was a mistake. The
following were the portages between
Lac des Mille iLacs and Rainy Lake:

Differ-
No. - Land carriage. ence in

level.

Miles. 1 Chains. Feet.
1 Baril Portage...... 16 +1-86
2 Brulé Portage..... ......... 21 -47-02

Descent in Wind-
g ooste gon lak e-,........ ... .....
lets and streams ...........- 9·50

3 French Portagé.. I 60 -99-71
4 Pine and Deux

Riv. Portages.. 2 ........... 124-12
5 Island Portage,'sturgeon River ......... 13 42-56
6 Nequaquon Port-

age ................ 2 ........... 72·00
7 Bare Portage at

Kettle Falls ..... 8-55

Land............ 6 41 03-46
0 . .................................. +1-86

Difference in level between Lac des
Mille Lacs and Ramny Lake........... 401-60

There was thus a total of 6 miles 41
chains which would have to be crossed
by carriage. The question was,
whether it was desirable to go on with
this work. It might be of use in con-
nection with a canal system, but not
otherwise. Were a canal constructed
between Lake Shebandowan and Lake
of the Woods, it would be necessary to
expend, as estimated, no less a sum
than $1,500,000, and it would not be
less by making that canal from Port
Savanne.

Mr. MACKENZIE: What is that ?
Mr. KIRKPATIRICK said this esti-

mate would be found in Sessional
papers, No. 42, 1869, in the report of
Mr. Dawson. Was this country going
to enter into the construction of a new

Mr. KIRKPATRICK.

canal system, unless it was to be of use
in'connection with the Pacifie Railway?
In four or five years they had been
told this road between Fort William
and Selkirk would be completed.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I did not say
that. I said it could not be eompleted
in less than that time. It might be
twenty years.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said the House
ought to know whether the work was
to occupy twenty years or not. Was
that road leading into the wilderness
to stand still for twenty years; was al
the money expended on that road to
remain useless for that length of tinie?
If that work would be of any benefit, it
ought to be pushed forward as quickly
as possible. They were evidently ex-
pending money on a work of doubtful
utility. We had a low-draught canal
at our own doors, which was con-
structed forty years ago at a cost of
£1,500,000 sterling, which it was pro-
posed to abandon a short time a go. It
seemed rather strange for the Govorn-
ment to enter into the construction of
a similar work. le could not find a
single certificate of an engineer recom-
mending the construction of this work ;
nor was there any Order in Council
in the return authorizing or relating
to the construction of ort Francis
locks or canal. Was this the way in
which our public works were being
constructed ? This morning they heard
a prominent politician, a person
acquainted with all the minutio of
Parliamentry law, state that when
money was voted it was not voted to
the Ministry, but to the Crown. le
agreed with that opinion; and it was
necessary that an Order in Council
should be issued before the money
could be used for the construction of
this or any other work. Section 11 of
the Pacifie Railway Act of 1874 was
clear on this point. But where was
the Order in Council in this case?
The Act further stipulated that the
works should be let for contract by
public competition. This had not been
offered to public competition, but was
being constructed by time-work in
direct contravention of this Act. But
this was not the firt time the pro-
visions of the Act had been violated.
Section 5 provided that a line of tele-
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rraph be constructed in advance of the
railway, as soon as the location should
be determined upon. Before the road
was located, a line of telegraph was

placed under construction. He moved
a resolution to the effect that this was
a violation of the law, and he had tho
moral support of the present Ministers
of Justice and the Interior, and the
hon. member for South Renfrew. True,
they did not vote for the resolution,
but they did not vote against it. But
what was the result? The day after
that resolution was defeated, the bon.
gentleman opposite telegraphed to
British Columbia to stop the contract,
causing great expense to the contractor,
and the country had to pay the piper
for the damages incurred. It was
better, when a mistake occurred, for the
First Minister to acknowledge it, rather
than to brazen it out and rush the
country into an expenditure of this
character. For the purpose of letting
the House express its opinion on this
question, he would move the following
amendment:-

" That Mr. Speaker do not now leave the
Chair, but that it be resolved: That Fort
Francis Lock is said to be a part of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway, and the money
spent thereon has been expended out of the
Pacifie Railway ap ropriation, and that the
said work is, there ore, subject to the provi-
,ions of the Canadian Pacific Railway Act,
1874.

" That by Section Il of the Canadian
Pacific Railway Act, 1874, it is enacted that
'fno contract for any rtion of the main hne
of the said Railway ail be binding until it
:hall have been ]aid before the House of
Conmons for one month without being dis-
approved, unless sooner approved by a reso-
lution of the House.'" And by Section 12 of the said Act, it is
enacted that 'in case it shall be found by the
Governor in Council more advantageous to
construct the said Railway, or any portion
thereof, as a public work of the Dominion of
Canada, the construction thereof shall be let
ut by contracts offered to publie competi-

" That the construction of the Fort Francis
Lock has been carried on as a work of the
Ponuinion by time work, and has not been
'et out by contract offered to publie compe-tition.

" That no Order in Council has been paso-
'd authorizing the construction of said work,
or the application of the Parliamentary ap-
propriation thereto.

"aifThat it does not ap ar, trom the papers
ad before the House, lat the Chief or any

Engineer of the Canadian Pacifie Railway
SUrveY has ever recommended the construe-

tion of the said lock; nor does it appear that
there was, or is, any estimate of the cost of the
improvements on Rainy Lake and Rainy
River, and water stretches connecting there-
with, necessary to attain the object for which
the said lock is beinîg constructed:

" That, in the opinion of this House, the
commencement of said work without any'
Order in Council authorizing the same, and
the construction of the said work, otherwise
than by contract ofered to public competi-
tion, is inconstitutional and a violation of the
express ternis of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Act, 1874."

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tlemar inight have extended the
courtesy of letting me know that lie
proposed to move an amendment of
this character on going in Committee
of Supply. It is usually done. The
hon. gentleman has dealt in many
assertions which lie cannot expect me
to deal with on the moment, without
an instant's notice. I have, therefore,
merely to say with regard to this work,
that it was contemplated long before-
the Pacific Railway was undertaken at
all, one that was estimated for in vari-
ous ways by parties who had engaged
in the exploration of the country, and
one that I consider essential to the
route through our own country for
many years to come, unless, indeed,
we should be able to proceed with un-

exampled rapidity, a rapidity which
would involve our entering upon an
extra expenditure of money, with the
construction of the railway from port
to port, that is from Selkirk on Red
River to Thunder Bay on Lake Super-
ior. By the plan that the hon. gen-
tleman himself sketched out, as the
plan that was understood by the Gov-
ernment in 1875-76 to be the one which
would be followed, and to which I re-
ferred the other night, it would be
nearly a direct line from the bridge
over the Kaministiquia, by Lake She-
bandowan, to Sturgeon Falls, and then
in nearly a direct line to Keewatin.
But, as explained a few nights ago, after
thorough exploration that route was
found to be unpracticable. It was
therefore diverted a little to the
north to touch the north-east corner of
Lac des Mille Lacs, thereby saving
some portages which existed on the pre-
vious travelled route. The hon.
gentleman stated the distance of the
portages with tolerable accuracy. Let
me state the entire distance of the
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various routes. When the railroad is
built to Lac des Milles Lacs we shall
have built 65 or 66 miles of road from
Lake Superior. We shall then have
276 miles of navigable water between
that point and the north-west point of
the Lake of the Woods, to the place
which the road would reach from Red
River. In that distance there'are 6-4
miles of portages, the longest one of
which is Si miles; the next one is 1¾
miles, and none of the others exceed a
little over an eighth of a mile. When
we are able to touch Lac des Mille Lacs
with the railway, we shall thon have a
free channel for carrying our own traf-
fie and passengers by rail that distance,
then by water to Keewatin or the cross-
ing of the Winnipeg River, and thon by
rail, 110 miles, to Selkirk. The entire
,distance thon will b, by water naviga-
tion, 276 miles; by railroad, 176 miles,
as near as may be, with some six miles
of portages. Accordingly, it will be a
comparatively easy route over whieh
to carry a large traffic. The hon.
member for Frontenac (Mr. Kirkpat-
rick) has enlarged upon what he con-
siders an assumed fact, that this is
solely and purely a part of the Pacifie
Railway, and intimately and wholely
connected with it. The truth is, as I
have explained on many occasions in
this House, that this Government found
itself burdened with the Pacifie Rail-
way project. We were at once bound
to husband the resources of the coun-
try, and to endeavour to carry out, as
far as was possible, a scheme which
would be satisfactory to those with
whoi we had entered into obligations,
and to that end it was desirable
that we should constructthese works as
speedily as possible. I expressed, at
the very commencement of the reign
of this Administration, my firm con-
viction that for many years to come
we would have to be indebted to these
stretches of water navigation which
intorvened between different points.
It has been assumed, I might say
maliciously and wrongfully assumed,
that we were to diverge the railway
from point to point so as to reach the
vater at various places. That never

was our proposal. Our proposal was
simply that where we should find large
reaches of water we should avail our-
selves of them, until the resonreos of

Mr. MAcKENziE.

the country would permit the comple-
tion of the railroad in the part of the
country served by the water stretches.
This water stretch of 276 miles in the
heart of the country between Selkirk
and Thunder Bay, is one of these
reachbs, and it is one which we could
not use to any advantage withou-
having this particular work con-
structed. All the other portages are on
comparatively level ground ; with one
exception, they are very short, and it
would be an easy matter, if we found
it desirable, to construct a tramway
over these portages. But at this par-
ticular portage, where there is a very
large descent, and where we had
a steamer on Rainy Lake, and
another steamer on the Lake of
the Woods, it became exceedingly
desirable that we should have this
work executed, if possible, as soon as
we could have the road built to Thun-
der Bay, the nearest point of water we
could touch for the purpose of naviga-
tion. The hon. member for Frontenac
(Mr. Kirkpatrick) says there is no
report of an engineer recommending
this work. It was a matter of policy,
as well as a work of engineering.
There is no difficulty in getting
the approval of an engineer to the
plan. The plan had been made by
Mr. Page; the work had been so far
constructed under the charge of the
engineers, and was being carried for-
ward under their charge. There wa
no engineer's recommendation for the
construction of the Pacifie Railway for
a distance of 2,700 miles, but it was
determined that it should be done. It
was not necessary, in a matter of policy,
that an engineer should recommend any
work; but, as a matter of fact,this workC
at Fort Francis was the result of long
and anxious consultation with the
officers of ny Department and my col-
leagues as to the wisdom and the pr,
priety of proceeding to construct thl
work. The hon. member for Frontenac
(Mr. Kirkpatrick) proposes that now-
when the work is somewhat more thar
one-half constructed, that we shOuld
abandon it. That is not my opinion
it is not the opinion of any man wh)
will give the matter dispassionate
consideration. It May be the opimio-
of those who are only anxious, and
constantly anxious, to find some cause
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of fault and some means of getting a
vote of some kind against the Admin-
istration. While, that may be the
opinion of those hon. gentleman, I am
sure it cannot be the oinion of anyone
who has studied the country, the diffi-
culty we have in gaining access to
it, and various considerations that
have to be looked at not merely in con-
nection with the construction of the
Pacifie Railway, but in keeping the
route in our own territory only with
the intervening lock constructed. The
construction of 180 miles of railway
in the heart of the country is no easy
matter, and it is not a cheap matter,
and it will depend entirely upon the
financial resources of the country and
upon political reasons which have to
be de veloped, and upon our obtuining
offeri for the construction of the road
what they would be able to do within
a reasonable time or not. I do not
choose at the present moment to enter
into a discussion of the general ques-
tion, further than to allude to the fact
that, the expenditure must govern us
in regard to that as well as any other
works of that character. I have
merely to say that the road known as
the Dawson road, during five or six
years, cost one million and a quarter
dollars. The last year hon. gentlemen
opposite managed that road it cost
$399,628.11. The St. Francis Lock
and its approaches at the two ends
has been estimated to cost $200,000 ; a
little over $10 00,000 has now been ex-.
pended. As to the charge that I have
violated the Statute in not having
an Order in Council passed providing
that the work should be done by days'
labour instead of by contract. I may
say I differ with the hon. member for
Frontenac (Mr. Kirkpatrick), and I
hope the hon. gentleman will. allow me
to differ with him. We have the right,
when we consider it is in the public
interest that a public work should be
carried on by days' labour, to do so,
because the Act gives us some dis-
cretion. We carried on the work con-
nected with the interior of the Library
by days' work for a sufficient reason,
and thus we carried out a large pro-
portion of the work upon the Parlia-
mentary grounds, spending a much
larger sum for those purposes in the
heart of this city for days' labour than

on the St. Francis Lock-. I found a
legacy from the hon. gentlemen
opposite, in the shape of a difficulty
regarding the two boats built for those
lakes by contract. They were assumed
to be built by contract, but were in
reality finished by days' labour, and
the disputes concerning payment are
not ended yet. It is one of the most
difficult parts of the country to reach.
We had our own means of transporting
men and materials to that quarter, and
we believed-it is quite possible we
may have been wrong-the work could
be done cheaper than if it had been
given out by contract at that time.

Mr MASSON : I desire to ask the
hon. the Minister of Public Works a
question. Does the hon. gentleman
consider he is building this work under
the Pacifie Railway Act or not ? Hý.
would simplify matters by stating on
what authority he is spending the
money.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I am spending
the money on the authority of Parlia-
ment, which voted $150,000 for the
purpose, and subsequently voted
$500,000 for works of navigation in con-
nection with the Pacifie Railway. I ex-
plained,at the time the vote was taken,
what we proposed to do with it. There
is no doubt about that point. The
vote was not objected to by any hon.
member, and it was passed unanimously
by the House. It was perfectly well
understood for what the money was
wanted. It has been used for that
particular purpose, and it has been
used with discretion and- economy.
The work is a success, and will prove
of general advantage both for opening
and maintaining a route during the
construction of the Pacifie Railway
and for purposes connected with the
Pacifie Railway itself.

Mr. LANGEVIN said the hon. the
Minister of Public Works had stated
that the Opposition were all anxious
to find fault with the Government
when they introduced a motion con-
nected with any of the Departments.
He regretted that the hon. Minister
should take that ground, because if the
House agreed with him (Mr. Mac-
kenzie), hon. members had only to
romain silent and sanction all measures
submitted by the Government. They
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had not been sent to Parliament for
that purpose, but rather to watch the
business of the country, and see that
the taxes paid by the people were
properly used. If they found. that an
amount of money voted by Parliament
had been used in a manner which they
thought was not justifiable, surely the
proper mode to adopt was that pursued
by the hon. member for Frontenac, to
submit a motion to the House in order
that the matter might be discussed
and the truth obtained in regard to it
from the months of Ministers and from
public documents. The hon. member
had presented the case very justly be-
fore the Hlouse, and he had shown from
documents, the report of the hon. the
Minister of Public Works, and by the
return published a few days ago, that
the work had not been executed in accor-
dance with the law. The subject was
referred to at the early part of the
Session by the hon. the Minister of
Publie Works, when he stated that the
St. Francis lock was built in connec-
tion with the Pacific Railway for the
purpose of facilitating the work, and
in order that the supplies might
be caried lu with greater facil-
ity. It appeared from the hon. the
Minister of Public Works thiat the
nearest point to the railway was 184
miles, and it was not worth while ex-
pending one-half or three-quarters of a
million dollars to facilitate the carry-
ing of supplies to that distance from
the railway. This money had been
voted, it appeared, to give work in,
connection with the railway, and
under the Railway Act. He could
not see how the Minister of Public
Works could and should proceed with
the work under this Act without call-
ing for tenders. If it had been a
small work costing $20,000 or $30,000,
perhaps the hon. gentleman might
have taken this course; but there was
no such excuse in this case. It was a
large work, and most likely when
completed it would cost nearly half a
million of dollars.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Oh, nO.
Mr. LANGEVIN: It looks like it.
Mr. MACKENZIE: Oh, no.
Mr. LANGEVIN: If I am rightly

informed the amount of money now
expended on it is nearly $200,000.

Mr. LANGEVIN.

Mr. MACKENZ[E: No. It is
$108,000.

Mr. LANGEVIN: I see that is the
case up to a certain point, but I do not
think that it is' the whole amount of
money expended.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Oh, yes, it is.
We expect that the work will be casilv
completed within 8200,000.

Mr. LANGEVIN said, at all events,
it would cost about $200,000, and he
thot'ght that tenders, should be called
for in relation to a work of this kind.
It was stated that its object was to
afford communication between the
Rainy Lake and Lake of the Woods.
The report went on to say--

" Thè object for which the Fort Francis
Canal is being constructed cannot be wholly
obtained unless Rainy River is improved so
as to insure the requisite draught, and the
ascent of vessels aganst the current in the
rapids. The obstacles to the navigation ap-
pear to be :-lt. The deficiency of water m
the channel, especially in the rapids, 1
miles above Fort Francis, and at various
places in the river below the Fort; 2nd. The
swift current at the head ci the canal of the
Manitou Ra ids, 36 miles, and of the Long
Sault Rapid, 42 miles below the Fort;
3rd. The crooked channel and the shoals of
the Long Sault."
Further down in the report, one of the
Engineers of the Department stated:

"So far as I can judge at present, the most
efteetual mode of connecting the navigtion of
Rainy Lake with that of the- Lake of the
Woods, apart from the canal in process
of construction, wîll be:--ist. To raise the
water in Rainy Lake by means of a dam or
pier closing or contracting the channel at
the head ofRainy Falls; 2nd. To construct
a lock and dam at the foot cf the Long Sailt,
so as to raise the water above the Manitou,
and into the remainder of the river up to
the lower entrance of the canal: 3rd. Be-
fore the water is raised, to remove, during the
season of low water in spring and autumn,
the boulders obstructing the channel."
It was evident that these works were
of great magnitude, and that they must
cost a large sum of money,-larger
probably than that of the canal itself.
Not only a new canal but a new lock
and dam were to be built, and all
these works must cost a large sum of
money. He was not aware that Par-

i hament had been made aware of therfacts of the case; or that such works
would be required. There should have
been an estimate prepared regarding
all these works, and it should have
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been laid before Parliament, in order
that they might have judged wbether
this expenditure was advisable. Their
object, the Minister of Public Works
said, was to aid in the construction of-
the Pacifie Railway. These works were
very large, and they were never undor-
taken by the late Government, although
they used this North-West route
for the transportation of passengers
and immigrants passing from the
head of Lake Superior to Fort Garry.
The late Government had never though t
of building this work, bocause it would
be too expensive, especially in con-
nection with the other works which its
construction made necessary. The
Minister of Public Works was pleased
to say that ho (Mr. Langevin) had left
him a leacy; perhaps this was the
case, and perhaps, when the hon. gen-
tleman withdrew from his Departmont,
hc would also leuve a legacy to his
successor. Of course, this was inevit-
able. The hon. gentleman could not
settle everything before ho went out
of office, if this ever should occur.

Mr. MIACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman spent three or four tirnes as
mach on the Dawson Route, and did
he do it by contract ?

Mr. LANG EVIN said the hon. gen-
tieman knew that, at the time this
money was expended, it was done not
only on works but also on the work-
ing of the route.

Mr. MACKENZIE: But was the
road built by contract?

Mr. LANGEVIN said that the money
voted in this instance by Parliainent
was voted for the purpose of working
the route, as well as building certain
works on the way. Beidesthese were
smal works which were scattered from
one end of the route to the other. It
was well known to Parliament for
years past that they were done by
days' work, and the late Government
even used their ôwn men, when not
otherwise occupied, on them in order
to save money. These could really not
have been built by public tender,
because they were scattered, and re-
quired the constant attendance of the
surveillants, and the direction of skilled
men.

Mr. MACKENZIE: They were done
by day's labour.

Mr.. LANGEVIN said they were
done by day's labour; but whenever
they had had a large work in hand,
they had let it out to public tender.
The hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie)
said they had completed them by day's
work; but this was becausà the con-
tractor had failed. Ris men left him,
and ho could not proceed; ho thought
that the contractor could not pay them i
and this happened at a period in the
year whon, if -they had net put men
on the works to complete them, the
bouts would not have been finished, and
thore would not have been any com-
munication open; therefore, the
works had to be completed.
Tho hon. the Minister of Public Works
must see that if ho had had a legacy in
this relation, as the dispute between the
contractor and the Departuient, it was
because soine great difficulty existed
Vhich had not been settled. The hon.

gentleman admitted that since Novem-
ber, 1873, ho (Mr. Mackenzie) had
been unable to arrange the matter. The
hon. gentleman said that the Govern-
ment had a right to carry on a work by
day's labour, if this was necessary and
more advantageous; but the law stated
that such works must be done by con-
tract.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No; it doos not.

Mih. LANGEVIN said ho undorstood
fully that Ititude nust be left to the
Govornment, and ospecially tô the
Minister of Public Work<, undor whose
coittrol those undertakings .vere; but
this latitude could -not extend to works
of the magnitude of those under consid-
eration. This was quite a different
matter. Unlesa very strong reasons
existed for a contrary course, such
works must he done by contract. The
Minister of Publie Works had not
stated how it happened that no Order
in Council had en passed in this
regard. It appeared from the papera
that neither a contract nor an Order in
Council existed. -Thehon. -gentleman
said that Mr. Page had prepared a plan
of the work ; but, nevertheleus, Mr.
Sutherland was iustrmuted tcqgo up and
engage men to go on with the work
before the plans were sent to
him and before Mr. Sutherland knew
they had been prepared. The location
of the lock had not then been decided

Fort Francis [APRIL 10, 1877.]



1326 Fort Francis

upon ; at that time there were no plans,
and no estimates, and no place selected
for the lock. Mr. Sutherland, under
date of May 11, 1875, received the
following instructions:-

Il On reaching Fort Francis vou will see
Mr. Mortimer, Resident Engineer, who will
be at once instructed to take soundings with
a view to determine the exact points at which
it would be most desirable to construct the
canal locks at each, and you will then as
speedily as possible ascertain the nature of
the rocks and the depth of various points,
so that Mr. Mortiner can make a section."

Evidently nothing had been done in
this respect, and the work nevertheless
had been determined upon. Mr.
Sutherland was also written to as fol-
lows:-

"Referring to your letter of the lst inst.
relative to the construction of the proposed
locks on Rainy River, at Fort Francis, I an
to state that you will have entire charge of
the working parties, but in engineering mat-
ters will be subjected to the general direc-
tions of Mr. Hazlewood, or his assistants,
who may be detailed for that purpose."

The Minister of Public Works had
clearly determined that the lock should
be built, and that without tender, but
by day's work, and without plans,
without estimates, and, in fact, without
anything being done. So much so that
Mr. Sutherland was instructed to this
effect:-

" When your force shall have been organ-
ized and on the spot, you will send a list of
the men, with rates of the pay agreed upon.
It is understood that these rates will te such
as are generally paid by the contractors on
the railways east and west of yo."

It was evident that Mr. Sutherlànd
was to go to work without plans, with-
out soundings and without estimateq.
le could not perceive that this work
would be useful for the purpose mon-
tioned; or that the building of the
locks was for an object that Parliament
should sanction. The intention clearly
was to carry rails by this route to the
Pacifie Railway, which, however, ran
more than one bundred miles to the
northwards; and, therefore, this work
could not be used for that purpose,
Above the works, as was stated in the
papers and by his hon. friend (Mr.
Kirkpatrick), the water was only four
and a half feet deep. Whv, ihen, was a
lock built with a depth of vight feet
of water, in order, he supposed, to ad-
mit of the passage of vessels drawing
seven feet?

Mr. L.tNGzvix.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think that one
of the last things the hon. gentleman
did was to take a vote for a lock, as
near as may be of the same extent, for
seven feet of water, when it was only
three and a half feet in depth.

Mr. LANGEVIN said this was the
tu quoque argument. If the late Gov-
ernment were wrong, this was no
reason why the hon. gentleman should
also be wrong. The hon. gentleman
should not repeat mistakes; he (Mr.
Mackenzie) should profit by experi-
e ice, and should not squander the pub-
il inoneys as had been donc in this

Mr. MACKENZIE: I do not admit
that.

Mr. LANGEVLN said the hon. gen-
tleman should not have been guilty
of such an interruption as this.
The money voted for this purpose had
not been employed as the hon. gentle-
man stated it would be. When tho
hrn. gentleman discovered that the
depth of water along the route would
not allow a vessel drawing seven feet
to pass througb, he should have
stopped the work, and come back to
Parliament, and stated that the under-
taking would cost half a million, and
that he must not expend $200,000,
until Parliament was aware that
$300,000 or $400,000 would be required
for other works in connection with it,
in order to secure the depth of water
necessary. But, no; the hon. gentle-
man went on expending the publie
money, though ho knew how fatulty
the work vas. It eould not be used
for the object alleged to be in view,
and yet the hon. gentlemen spent the
money and defended bis case. The
hon. gentleman vould call, no doubt,
on his followers to vote down this
resolution. and they might do so, and
carry the motion in the negative, like
other votes; but they (the Opposition)
despite all that, desired to lace the
matter properly before the Eouse. It'
the matter was wrong, it would still
be wrong, even though the majoritv
did vote down the resolition.

Mr. MACKENZIE: But it is not
wrong.

Mr. LANGEVIN said, of course, the
hon. gentleman would allow them to
differ fron, him; he would allow the.
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House to find out whether ho was
right or wrong. It was much more
pleasant to find the hon. gentleman
right than wrong; but it was very
seldom that he gave them that pleasure.
The hon. the Premier said that the
water reaches would be 276 miles long,
and the railway would be 176 miles
long.

Mr. MACKENZIE: About that.
Ir. LANGEVIN said the railroad

was to be in two pieces, one at this end
and one at the other; and the water
reaches, with seven portages, were
between them. The hon. the Premier
seemed to think that the Fort Francis
Canal was essential to the work, and
he seemed to think the route would be
a favourite one. But he (Mr. Langevin)
could not sec how this could be.
Starting from the head of Lake Superior
by rail, persons going that way travel
a certain distance and then reach one
of these fine water stretches, and
occasionally they would have to leave
the steamer and go through one of the
portages. Finally, after goingthrough
six or seven of these portages, the rail
was again taken for Winnipeg. It was
impossible, with all these changes, that
this could ever be a favourite route
either for emigrants or for the transpor-
tation of goods, and the works at Fort
Francis were not worth entering into.
By the Public Accounts it was found
that the Government had resorted to a
practice vhich, he must say, would
not receive the approval of this House
and it was a practice which no one
had ventured to advocate here, The
Government had taken money voted
for the Pacifie Railway and used it on
this work. In the other House this
transaction was justified on the ground
that it was a work of a similar nature.
But this was not a sufficientjustification.
The Government had expended money
at Fort Francis without .asking the
permission of Parliament. The money
voted was for the Pacific Railway and-
.should not be used for any other
purpose, however similar in character.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said ho had had
experience during most of his life
time with the navigation of the waters
of Canada, but he did not speak on
the matter of this canal in the North-
West from personal observation, only

from what he had read and from what,
had been told him by those familiar
with the locality. He did not think-
by building the Fort Francis Lock this,
route would be of any utility at all in
the construction of the Canada Pacific-
Railway-the water stretches could not,
be used for six or seven months of the-
year-and he did not see any necessity-
for continuing this work at the present
time, seeing that the route of the,
Pacific Railway had been changed, and
was now located 40 to 50 miles north
of Rainy Lake and Rainy River. The
First Minister said it was necessary
for a through route across that section,
of the country. This might be so in
50 or 100 years, but certainly it was.
not the case now, when the district
was a mere forest and nearly
uninhabited. Anybody who had any-
idea of transportation of heavy freight
would see that this was an insane
project. He had received a letter from-.
a friend of his who was a practical
man, and acquainted with the place,-
and who had made a valuable
accompanying sketch. The letter was-
as follows :--

"GANANoQUE, Marcb 7th, 1877.
"cD. F. JoNEs, Esq., M. P.,

"cOttawa.

"I herewith send you a sketch of Rainy
River, from Rainy Lake to the Lake of the
Woods. The distance is laid down at 7G.
miles; Mr. Dawson always called it 75 miles.
It is two miles froin where the Rainy River
commences to Fort Francis, say 2 miles ;
Fort Francis to Manitou Rapids or Falls
28 miles; Manitou Falls to Long Sault Ra-
pids, 8 miles ; Long Sault Rapide to Lake of
the Woods, 38 miles; Rainy River, whole
length, total, 76 miles.

" The present Government say that, by
building the Fort Francis locks, they will
have an uninterrupted navigation of 160.
miles. That is I suppose, Rainy Lake, fron
Kettle Falls to Rainy River, 45 miles ; Rainy
River from Rainy Lake to Lake of theWoods,
75 miles; and across the Lake of theWoods,
40 miles; total, 160 miles.

" But this is not clear navigation, for there
are the Rapids at the head of Rainy Rirer,
the Manitcu Rapids and the Long Sault
Rapids to be made navigable before there
can be any heavy freight carried, except
what can be packed on men's backs to get.
through with. Then, again, suppose the
railroad to be finished froin Thunder Bay to..
Lake Shebandowan, from there to Kettle
Falls; at the head of Rainy Lake there-
are eght portages, which no boats can
pass either way, except by drawing them
acroLs, and all the freight bas to be cartéd or
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packed across. Thei e is one portage of
four miles, and three of two miles, one of one
mile, and the other five portages from 200
vards to half a mile wide to get over with
freight; and then, again, there is no boat on
this route fit to carry freight, except the
boats taken up on the first expedition to Fort
Garry, which are now nearly all useless and
worn ont. There was a commencement to
build three or four àmall barges for the
largest lakes on the route, but they were
abandoned in 1874, after Carpenter & Co.
undertook to run the line. There is no
teasible way now for getting freight through
on the Dawson Route, except by building a
new stock of boats, and they would never do
to carry railroad iron, as it would require to
be transhipped at every portage, except by
taking them across with teams, the same as
you have to do with freight, and by going to
work and building locks at every portage,
which would cost per mile about the sane as
the Pacifie Railway given to Foster. And
t hen, I think, they would have to fall back
on Foster's plan of abandoning the whole job
in the end. There is no naviation on the
Dawson Route except for small class boats,
and very often it is almost impossible to get
through with them unless they are hauled
along, in manv places, by the strength ofthe
crews. There is no doubt whatever that the
money laid out on the Fort Francis locks
is thrown away completely.

"Yours truly,
'' CHAS. B. CRYSLER.'"

le did not rise for the purpose of'
saying whether this lock was being
eonstructed contrary to the Pcifiec
iailway Aet, or contrary to Order in

Council or without the work being
lone by contract. Referenee had been

made to the Dawson Route not having
been inade by late Government by
contract ; but lie believed that it would
have been quite impossible toconstruet
that work by contract. The work now
under consideration was a special
undertaking, a lock for the passage of
steamers, which would cost a consider-
able sum of money, and tenders could
easily have been asked for, had proper
plans and specifications bon made ;
in which case the work could have
been performed by contract, and not
by day's work as at present. But, as
one having some experience of river
navigation, speaking with all sincerity,
he did not think that this lock would
be of any utility whatever to the Gov-
ernmont in building the Pacific Rail-
way, but would, with a very large
exponditure, open up an inland navi-
gation which might he of soma use in
tifty or one hundred years. He thought

Mr. JONEs.

the railroad should be built from Thun-
der Bay out, and that supplies should
be carried over it as it progressed.
He thought any money expended on
this lock would be completely lost to the
country; at all events it would be fifty
or one hundred years before it would
be of any service, and then it would
only open up an inland navigation on
Rainy River which laid between the
State of Minniiota, U.S., and Canada,
and would be much more useful to the
people of the United States than to
Canada. He would, therefore, vote
for the amendment of the hon. member
for Frontenac.

Mr. TROW said ho deprecated the
assertions made by the hon. gentleman
in reference to what was callod the
" insane policy " of the Government in
proceeding with this work. If that
was an insane project, it was well to
remember that it was begun by the
late Government, which spent sone
$ 1,500,000 on it prior to going out of
office. The question arose whether, if
that were the case, this Administration
would do right if they loft the work
uncompleted. He considered Fort
Francis Locks highly essential and
necessary. That magnificent river,
Rainy River, extended through a
fertile country, which would sooner or
later be settled. Even at the present
time there wore large settlements
about the Sault and Manitou Rapids.
The locks in question were situated
about midway between Thunder Bay
and Fort Garry, and the water stretches
wore magnificent, and should be
utiilized. Rbainy River had probably
as large a volume of water as the
Ottawa, and the land on our side of it
was of the very best description, and
was likely to attract a large stream ot
immigrants. The difficulties alluded
to on the route were purely imaginary.
Some of the portages were only a few
rods aercas. But the route could not
be utilized without some such im-
provement as that in progress; when
the locks were completed there would
be communication from one end to the
other. The obstacles at Sault and
Manitou Rapids consisted of loose
boulders, which could be removed with-
out blasting at a trifling expense, and
give 10 feet to 12 feet watcr. Con-
pétent authorities told him that when
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the locks were completed, the passage
fromn Fort Garry to Thunder .Bay
could be made in about 36 hours. He
had trevelled in that section, and a
more delightful trip ho never had in his
life, and ho believed that immigration,
sooner or later, would go in that direc-
tion. In bis opinion the Government
were porfectly right and justifiable in
carrying on the work, as it would be one
of the means for the development of the
North-West. With regard to letting
the work by contract, he did not think
there was any possibility of doing that,
as very few contractors would under-
take to tender for a work so remote
from settlement. A more honourable
or reliablo man than the one to whom
the work was entrusted could not be
found. He had every confidence it
him, and had no doubt he would do the
work as cheauly as possible. He hoped
the Gover-nment would not merely
finish the locks, but finish the other
portions of the -oad, and thus make a
practical highway to the North-West
'or the surplus population of Europe
and Canada.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.

After Recess.
Mr. MASSON said ho thought the

hon. the Premier and his followers
should not be under the impression
that hon. members, in the accomplish-
mont of their duties, when they were
sometimes obliged to find fault with
the Administration, did so with a desire
Of making a factious opposition to the
G îovernment. Events had occurcd
tIai which would lead them to
bl)ieve that the hon. Minlistor, seein-
the o0PPosition that was made to hirnm
a.nd to his measures, appeared to thinlk
I was personal to hinself. or that i t was
with a desire---to use bis owi expression
-of maligning the Gover-nment. H

r. Masson) deprecated any such
idea on his part, and although he had
110 right to speak for the Opposition, bis
belief was that there was no such desire
On their part. They were bere pledged
to do their duty, and it was a part of
that duty to examine severely into the
acts of the Administration.

8i

Mr. MACKENZIE: Hear, hoar.
Mr. MASSON said the hon. gentle-

man himself knew well that the duty
of the Opposition was to scrutinize the
acts of the Government, and that while
le was on the Opposition side of the
bouse, no man had known mere than
himself that duty of an Opposition or
had been more severe than himself
in the criticisn of the Government.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No, no.
Mr. MASSON said that lie should

under these cireumstances, take the
lion. member (Mr. Mackenzie) for his
leader, if ho had taken that course
when lie was in Opposition. He had
now willingly, and gracefully, to admit
that his acts could be criticised by
those now sitting on the left of the
Speaker. He (Mr. Masson) could
readily understand how it was that the
hon. gentleman was sometimes impa-
tient to sec that very often the Oppo-
sition were obliged to criticise bis acts.
The reason was a very simple one,-
because bis acts were often open to
criticism. It was because that since
he had taken the reins of power, per-
haps no Government in the world had
been more exposed to a just criticism
than the Government of to-day. The
hon. gentleman knew very well
that if the country had believed four
years ago, that the present Gove-nment
were only mon of flesh and blood like
others, the disappontment would not
exist which did exist to-day. The
hon. gentlemen on the other side
contended tlat they were so pure
and so innocent of' wrong-doing,
that the people began to believe that
they were of a different nature froma
their opponenits; but now the view
taken was not, perhaps, that they wero
worse, but they were like their prede-
cessors and no botter. That was a very
great disappointment for the people of
this country, as the hon. gentleman
had always contended that thy were
botter than any of the Ministries whichi
preceded them. The people natur-
ally beiheved that when they came into
power they would revolutionize the
whole system, and that thero would be
purity where there had been corruption.

Mr. DYMOND: oIar, liear.
Mr. MASSON said the people were

always disappointed when they had
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great expectations and then saw the
reality. They had seen the reality in
this ase, and they were getting
seriously disappointed. Now, a little
discussion had taken place in Montreal
between a Liberal and a Conservative,
about two or three years after the
accession of the present Government
to power. The Liberal said: " I admit
that many mon on both sides are
corrupt." " Oh, no," said the Con-
servative, " they are not so corrupt as
they make them appear." " But," said
the Liberal, "on your side you wero
corrul)t." " Well," said the Conserva-
tire, " we are flesh and blood, but we
have this consolation-we took twenty
years to become corrupt, but you
have become corrupt in eighteen
months."

An H1ON. MEMBER: They were
corrupt before they got there.

Mr. MASSON said ho understood the
hon. the First Minister to say that this
work was no part of tho Pacific Rail-
way scheme; that it was considered
before there was a question of the
Pacific Railway. If that weie so, he
was ia a bad position. If it vas a part
of the Pacific Railway, he could only go
on with the work according to the pro-
visions made in reference to the
Pacifie Railway; ho must give it out to
contractors. If it was not a part of
the Pacific Railway, ho had no author-
ity to build it at all, because ho had
obtained the money by pretending that
it was a part of the Pacific Railway.
lI the Supply Bill, when the $150,000
Vas voted, it was stated that it was to

build a part of the Pacific Railway. le
asked iftthat was not obtaining moiey
from this Pariliamen t-he would not say
under fialse pretences-but he had no
other English word for it. Did the lion.
gentleman think for a single moment
ihat if the House had believed that the
$150,000 that the Government were ask-
ing to build the St. Francis Lock was
not to bc devoted to a part of the Pacifie
Railway they would have voted the
money ? The hon. gentleman, there-
fore, stood in this position: that he was
expending upon a work, which he said
was no part of the Pacifie Riailway,
moncy which he could not dony had
been voted specially for the Pacific
Railway ; consequently ho bad no

.Mr. MAssON.

authority for the expenditure of the
money, or, if he had, it was only because
the liouse had been unaware of the
circumstances under which it had voted
it.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The liouse is
very innocent.

Mr. MASSON said the hon. gentle.
man had always been a good Democrat,
a good Liberal, and he believed it had
always been the policy of the Liberal
Party, both in Canada and England,
that no money could bc spent withouti
the authority of Parliament, nor witl
that authority, unless it was spent
specially for the purpose that Parlia-
ment had consented that it should
be spent. The hon. gentleman had
asked the House to spend $150,000 on
a part of the Pacifie Railway, and
to-day lie said that it was no part of
the Pacific Railway.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I did not sav
that.

Mi'. MASSON said if it was no part
of the Pacifie Railway, the hon. gentle-
man was obliged to show them how it
was that he had obtained the money ;
and then he plaeod himsolf in a very
bad position. Though it was allowed,
if he remembered well, by the Public
Works Act, for the Government, in
certain pressing circumstances, to pr1o-
cced with publie works by days'labour
without contract, it was a principle
which had beeni disapproved by thc
party to which ho (Mr. Mackerzic)
belongod, the party of purity, which
contended that nothing should be donc
which had the appearance of giving
fiavours to an vonc; that no work should
be donc except by contract, and thit
that contract should be let by tender'.
The hon. gentleman could not divido
his case from that of the Liberal Pa'ty
in Lowcr Canada, though that party
was very much weakened, aîs tio
Opposition had a majority of clevel
from Lower Canada last year; but the
hon. gentleman must not repudiate
them entirely foi that, and pUmsh
them in that way.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Does the lin.
gentleman mean to say it has nevel'
been the policy of any party to do
work by days' labour?

Lockc.(COMMONS.]



Lock. 1331

Mr. MASSON said ho was not as
conversant with the English language
as the hon. gentleman, but he thought
that ho generally made himself under-
stood. The Liberal Party had con-
tended that work should be donc by
contract, and on tenders asked.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Hear, hear. But
no tenders were asked.

Mr. MASSON said the Liberal party
fron Quebec, who ho was bound to say,
had done their duty last year when the
Act for Colonization Roads was brought
up in the Legislature of the Province
of Quebec, allowing the Government to
do works in the wilderness far away
where it was advisable to send a
nuinerous population .- i nsisted that no
work should be donc on any route, no
matter at what distance, except by
tender. The result was that the Gov-
crnment could bardly carry a motion
that they should be allowed to give
out vor'k to the amount of $400,000,
though it was net given by tender.

MIr. MACKENZIE : That is a differ-
ent thing.

Mr. MA SSON said the difference was
between days' labour and contract
labour given by tender. The Liberal
party from lie Province of Quebec
required and expected that no work
should be given unless tenders were
asked. and though ho freely admitted
that the Liberal party went too far,
thcy showed the feeling they had
011 the subject. Under theso circum-
stances, what was there to prevent the
G<overnment, oven if this was not a
part of the Pacifie Railway, from con-
tiuing the work by contraet? Was it
because it was too far away ? It could
not be, because the Government at the
veryV sam e moment gave out work by
ou{Itract in places quite as inaccessible.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No.
Mr. MASSON said "yes." The hon.

etlemnan was asking for four or five
ulndred thousand dol lars to reach these
maecessible places where the Govern-
ment Were giving out works by con-

Iaet and by tender. This proved that
e was going, if not against his prin-

'ples, as ho (Mr. Masson) believed,
wa,, at all events, in the face of the

p"'l"cipIes of the Liberals from Lower
Latiada, who, ho hoped, would show

S11-

their consistency to-night as they had
last night.

Mr. MACKENZIE : It would be
botter to allow themi to expound their
own principles.

Mr. MASSON said if they could
expound thoir own principles thoy
must be happy to see men, sitting on
the other side of the House, agroeing
with them, and asking thom to put
them into execution. The more peoplo
there were who were found to agree in
a principle, the more certain it was
that the principle was right. The hon.
member for South Perth (Mr. Trow)
had givon the iouse a glowing picture
of the country through which the
fanous water stretches extended. Ac-
cording to him, it was the finest coun-
try in the world, and, of course, the
Government were entirely right in
making the expenditure thore to allow
omigrants to spread about and throw
wcalth into that country. He had the
greatest respect for the opinions of
that hon. gentleman on the question
of colonization. He had taken such
an interest in it that his views
wore worthy of the highest con-
sideration; but ho had not met the
question at all. le (Mr. Masson)
admitted with him that it was a fine
country, and that it would be proper, if
thoy could, to get colonists there ; but,
in that case, let the Government say
" It is a colonization scheme, and we
ask yo to vote money to enable us to
pour popoulation into that countr-y."
Thon the Opposition would consider
what they ought to do. But did the
hon. gentleman say that the Govern-
ment had the right to take money
which hiad not been voted for that
purpose, but for the Pacifie Railway ?
He was too good a Liberal to say that.
The great principle of the Liberal
party was that a change of appropri-
ation was forbidden because the
Governnent could have sums voted for
a purpose perfectly right, and thon
expend half the amount on a thing
which the House would not have voted
the money for if they had known. The
hon. the Premier said that this work
was very important, and was neceossary
to bring in supplies for the building of
the Pacific Railway. It was extra-
ordinary how the opinions of these
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hon. gentlemen changed from one
thing to another. It was extraordinary
how the thing which was ridiculous
last year could become a very reason-
able oei this year. He thought it an
absurdity lastyear to think of bringing
supplies or rails or anything else for
building the Pacifie Railway by the
water stretches, but to-day he contended
that it was absolutely necessary to
complote the water stretches in order
to bring the rails into that country.
Last year, when ho was saying that it
was absurd to bring rails into Manitoba
by the Dawson Route, the Government
were expending money on the St.
Francis Lock ii order to bring rails
into Manitoba by the Dawson Route.

Mr'. MACliENZIE: NottoManitoba.

Mr.MASSON: Well to the North-
Wcst Territory, or as the hon. the
Minister of the Interior would say,
" to Ontario," because ho contends
that Ontario extends to the Rocky
Mountains.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Not
North-West Territories either.

to the

Mr. MASSON said, as Mr. Speaker
and the Minister of Public Works
would remember, last year the hon.
member for Lisgar found fault with
the Government because they had
allowed $15 a ton for the transporta-
tion of rails to Manitoba by the Kittson
Company. The hon. gentleman stated
that this should have been given ont
by tender, and that the Merchants'
Company, le believed, should have had
an opportunity for tendering, in order
that the Governmuent might secure a
lower rate. At the same time the hon.
gentleman spoke of the Dawson Route;
and the G'overnmxent understood him
to say-thougl he (Mr.Masson) though t
erron consv-that the Governmi en t
should abandon the Dawson Route, and
sen1d rails, in fiture, by the water com-
mun ication, over which the Governi-
ment had iow determined to send
them, and asked the couitry to expend
certainly over $500,000, in ord<ler to
send out thesc r-ails.

Mr. MACKENZIE: My liou. fricnd
forgets that the place the lion. gentle-
mîai referred to was two hundred miles
west of this.

,Mr. MassUN.

Mr. MASSON: There aie no rab1j
200 miles from Fort Garry.

Mr. MACKENZIE: But from FOn
Francis.

Mr. MASSON said lie was speaking
of Fort Garry. The hon. gentlemnl
surely did not think they were so
ignorant as to believe that they couid
send rails to Fort Francis bv Red
River, and the Kittson Compai y only
did business on this river. The Kittson
line ran from Moorhcad to Selkiirk, to
which place ttc hon. gentlemaII 1was
only building the Pacifie Railway. The
hon. gentleman must know this. Mr.
Lrird, in reply, told the bon. member
fer Lisgar that it was ridiculous to
believe that the Government ceuil
scnd rails by this route to Manitoba.

Mr. MACKENZIE: And it wa*
ridiculous.

IMr. MASSON said the interruptions
of' the hon. gentleman were too
nunerous. Mr. Laird had showin how
ridiculous it -was to attempt to scnd
rails by watcr communication, and bv
the route over which the Minister of
Public Works now wished to send
them. The reply of Mr. Laird, given
in Hansard, was :

It was simply absurd to talk ofshipping
steel rails overthis route, and, in this relation,
he could not but think that the lion. mene
ber for Lisgar had been perpetrating a lige
joke."

lie left to the consideration of the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie) the
opinion of his recent colleague, who
made that statement in the preseice
of the Minister of Public Works. This
was the very route over which the
hon. gentleman now desired te seind
thoso rails. The reason for Mr. Laird.
viev was quite simple, and it was well
exposed by the lion. niember for Lceds.
Was it to be supposed that they could.
advantageously, send rails to the Nort1-
Wrest by a route on which there wier
nuinerous portages ? Could it Ibe
thought, for a single moment, that IL
would pay to send rails over a line over
which a company had contracted t
transport rails from Fort Garry tO
Fort William for $40 n ton? This was
preposterous ; and it was so difficUl,
to do so, that the Government had paid
the Carpenter Company $40 a ton t'
convey freight lrom Fort William t
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Fort Garry. Was it to be believed, for
a, moment, that this was the route over
which the Government should send
supplies and provisions to the North-
West ? There was a far more sensible
way of treating this question. There
were splendid ivater communications,
either from Sarnia or Collingwood;
:nd, by this channel, rails could
be taken to Fort William where,
iii fact, the Government had to-
day 14,000 tons of rails. These, with
supplies, could also be sent to Selkirk,
the other piesent extremity of the
railway. In this manner the road
could be built from both ends, and the
road as it was built, could be used as a
means of communication for the
conveyance of supplies. It could not
be pretended that this was impossible,
because the Premier. two years ago,
when he did not know what to do with
the steel rails he had purchased, had
sent 12,000 tons of rails by way of Red
lRivcr, and they now laid rusting
belind St. Boniface. If the Govern-
ment could send rails economically-
and they should not have donc it if
lis was not the case-to Selkirk or
St. Boniface two ycars ago, why could
t lot be donc to-day as cheaply

and to as great advantage ? The Gov-
ernment now possessed more rails than
were sufficient to build the connection
between Fort William and Fort Garry;
tihere were 14,000 tons at the former
place, sufficient to build 160 miles, and
12,000 tons at St. Boniface, sufficient
for 13( miles; in all, about 300 miles.
Tie Government must admit cither
tiIt tley had made a mistake, or that
tley were making one now. The lion.
gentleman said it was in order to

Ol0onlize in the transportation of sup-
pies, that he was building the St.
ilrancis Lock and improving the navi-

ýttion in that quarter. It was esta-
Iished that 8108,000 had already been

sOlt on the lock in two years, and the
wik had not been pressed forward

with aIll the activity that might haveb>eeni shown. The Engineer whosuper-
'ritcllded the undertaking told them
tiat thongh on the 26th of September
last $108,000 had so been spent, suchlittle advance had boeu made that itWould require two more 3ears to finish
'ine Work with improved implements,
tid a large staff of men, and, conse-

quently, with a munch greater expen-
diture ; and that, in December last,
only onc-fifth of the rock cuttings had
been finished, se four-fifths of these eut-
tings remained to be completed, and,
besides, the greater part of the work
was in rock. The Engineer added that
with the plant on hand and greater
facilities than the Government posses-
sed to-day, it would require two years
more to finish the undertaking. If the
Government had spent $108,000 in two
years with a small staff, with more plant
which they would bc obliged to send up
there, it could be imagined what the
expenditure ofthe next twoyearson the
locks would bc. The Premier said that
the work woald only eost $200,000;
but the lion. gentleman, despite his
great knowledge of the affairs of his De-
partrnent for which he (Mr. Masson)
gave him every credit, could not now
tell wbat this expenditure would be,
any moi e than be himself ( Mr. Masson)
could. This was impossible. The hon.
gentleman said what he could not
know would bc a fact, and what was
entirely in contradiction with the
opinion of his own engineer as men-
tioned. According to the reports, the
lock would cost $200,000 more,--
this could not be otberwise, and
it would make a total sum of
$300,000. But when the lock was com-
pleted, would communication be opened
between the Lake of the Woods and
Rainy Lake ? No. It would require
a large amount of work to render the
lock of any use; and, in consequence,
it was vain to tell the House that the
expcnditure would be closed when
work on the lock was terminated,
because this work would be useless
unless navigation was opened both
above and below. The Engineer in
this regard stated:

" Tie object for whichi the Fort Francis
Canal is being ceonstructeà cannot be wholly
obtained unless Rainv River is impîroved so
as to insure the requisite draft, and the as-
cent of vessels against the current in the
rapids. The main obstacles to the naviga-
tion appear to be: Ist. The deficiency of
water in the channel, especially in the rapids,
one and a quarter miles above Fort Francis,
and at various places in the river below the
Fort; 2nd. The swift current at the head of
the proposed canal of the Manitou Rapîds,
36 miles, and of the Long Sault Rapids, 42
miles below the Fort; 3rd. The crooked
channel and the shoals of the Lon- Sault."
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Now he asked whether the hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Mackenzie) hadt ever
given to the House, as he was
bound to do, any proper esti-
mates as to -what would be the
cost not only of the lock, but of the
improvement of the navigation of the
whole river? Had the hon. gentleman
done what he was obliged to do, and
what he (Mr. Masson) had pressed for,
-and what it was the duty of
every Min ister to do? When a Gov-
ernment asked Parliament to vote a
certain sum of money for any public
work, it was their duty to secure such
information as to be able to tell the
House what would be the probable and
ultimate cost of the work in question.
They should show reasonable grounds
at least,for the belief th at the vote would
be sufficient for the works contemp-
lated ; otherwise the House wouild
always be led astray, and the Govern-
ment would be obtaining money-he
did not want to use any offensive terms
-on false pretences from the House,
which would not know what it was
doing. The hon. gentleman to-day did
not and coiild not know, with all bis
wisdom and ability and the care ho
gave to the affairs of his Department,
what this work would cost. This was
impossible. When the hon, gentleman
said it would cost $200,000, he (Mr.
Masson) said the hon. gentleman was
mistaken. If they could believe the
reports--and they were as able on that
side as on the other side of the Ilouse
to judge of these reports-the estimate
of his hon. friend fron Charlevoix,
$500,000, was too modorate, and, as he
considered, $250,000 short of the ex-
penditure that would be required. It
was true that he had no data to speak
upon, but neither had the hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Mackenzie) any data. It
was not reasonable t,> believe, under
the circumstances, that the cost of im-
proving the navigation of the river
from Fort Francis to the Lake of the
Woods, would only eost some $200,000.
If the lion. gentleman pursued his
present policy in this respect-and ho
was pained to -say he believed the hon.
gentleman would, because the hon.
gentleman never receded froi any of
his decisions-this work which was
undertaken without the consent of
Parliament, would not be completed in

Mr. iMIÂssoN.

two or three years from the present
time. An Act passed in connection
with the building of the Pacific
Railway could not be used to
authorize this undertaking since
it was no part of that railway. The
hon. gentleman should take a more
sensible view of the whole question
than ho (Mr. Mackenzie) had donc.
In December last, at the close of the
working season, $108,000 had been
expended on this work, and only one-
fifth of the rock cuttings was then
completed ; and it would require two
years, with a larger staff and more
plant, to finish it, with a cost, perhaps,
of $400,000 or $500,000 more to improve
the navigation of the river. The bon.
gentleman should abandon the under-
taking entirely, and devote the money,
now uselessly expended, to the con-
struction of the Pacific Railway. This
work might be useful when the question
of the boundary between Ontario andi
Manitoba was settled. Eithier the
boundary line of the latter Province
would be brought down to Lake
Superior, or that of the former Pro-
vince would be extended to the Lake
of the Woods; and this undertaking
might be aidvantageous to cither ofthese
Provinces as a colonization route, but
it was of no use as a Dominion work.
and should be abandoned and the
money applied as he had mentioned.
The hon. gentleman had told hin in
the House two y cars ago, that he (Mr.
Mackenzie) had abandoned the
systeni of water stretches, and that
probably the whole road from Fort
William to Selkirk would be built in
fouir years, and of this period only throe
years remained. Then what was the
use of going on with this work, which
would not be finished in threeyears?
Was it to be believed for a moment
that a single traveller would go from
Fort William to Manitoba by water
and portages when ie could go by
rail? The thing was preposterous.
Ho was sorry to say ho believed that
the hon. gentleman would not aban-
don the undertaking, -because he (Mr.
Mackenzie) wished to say that he
nover went back on his decision. The
work would be completed at any cost
despite the protests of the Opposition,
and,as ho had no doubtthe private pr-
te ts of some of the hon. gentleman $
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supporters. The hon. gentleman stated, Mr. DYYMOND said, in his remarks,
as bis excuse, that this work was begun he would make no reference to what
by the late Administration. But what might be called the political aspect of
were the circumstances when it was this debate. The resolution was, of
comnenced ? They had just acquired course, of a hostile charauter. It en-
the immense territory of the North- sured the Government for certain
West, and they were not thon bound administrative acts, but for those
to build the Pacifie Railway. This they would be quite able to defeid
project was not mentioned. They did themselves. 11e would venture to say,
not even dream at the time of the however, and ho oped witlout offence,
annexation of British Columbia, and it that lie thought the introduction of
was necessary to pour a numerous this question, without any notice what-
population into the North-West. To do ever, -vas neither just to the subject
> it was thought advisable to make nor fair to the Ilouse. lie could quite
Ise of the Dawson Route, and iMir. uindeistand, w en certain questions

Dawson w-as instuated to push the were to b originated, that a littie
or'watd as fast as lie could. surprise was no altogether unfair 

Aioîher eiegency foî'chd the Govero- party warfare. But if' the oon. gen-
nient to pîocced with the undertaking, tlemen were-and hoa has bound to
-they wcre obliged te scnd troops to blieve them, as thoy said they wor-

-aiitoba. Theis was nvcessary, accord- sincwrcly desirous ot oaling with tUs
ig to the opinions of' the hon. member natter puely as one of encral interest
o Lambton. Ifliewaswell ifored, to e country ho, thought it would
t head silce m on been deided to have been only rigt that they ail

bund the Pacif t hRailway, which |as should have lad some oppotunity to
t bring weoltlig ad prospeity to tat preple themselves foi the debate.
0ingat count y, and the works wera T er on. the Pemier gimself, wio
stopped, being only afterwards kept in was, perhaps, as well acquainted with
repair. The Gover'nment saw that if the public works in oporation as any
the railway was to be built, it was Minibter of Public WV'orks could be,
absurd to make use of the water could bardly be supposed, at a moment's
stretches. He considered that the notice, to spring to his feet and justify
ights of Parliament had been infringed himself as to every minute detail of a
im' this regard, the Government having particular undertaking. The hon.
undertaken to build this work without mover of the amendment had not only
the consent of Parliament. The Gov- taken his opponcnts by surprise, but
ernment had gone on building the even his own friends, for the former
work on a quibble. They pretended Minister of Public Works, the hon.
that the sole fact of $150,000 having member for Charlevoix, had actually
been voted to complote this work, fallen into the error of stating that the
authorized them to do it; but would work would cost, not $200,000 as
any true Liberal say, that the Govern- alleged by the Premicr, but as much
ment was so authorized since they as $500,003; eli was just $300,000 out
thenselves had placed on the Statute- in bis reckoiing. The hon. member
bjok a law declaring that this work i fir South Leeds' iad also shown thatshould only be completed as part of ho had not prepared himiself for the
the Pacific Railway, and only as such ? discussion. The deviation of the tem-
Would any one say that had the Huse porary terminus of' the line froni
known at the time that they did not Thunder Bay, from Lake Shebandow-
intend to make use of it for the Pacifie an to Lac des Mille Lacs, did
Railway, but in the manner now not affect the question to any
apparent, they would have granted the appreciable extent. lie did not believe
nioney to build this worik ? lie would it was ever intended that the railwayask any Liberal whether this was should run so far south as to bring it
according to their principles, and if within the range of Fort Francis, so
they would again that night sanction closely as to have any direct and im-

e action of the Government in mediate effeet upon the question they
sPending noney on a public work wore now discussing. The Rainy River
which it was not the intention of improvements should be considered as
the House to spond in that way? involving something more than the
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construction of a mere highway. Ue did
not propose to touch upon the question
as to whether they wouldl be able to
make a profitable use for freights and
passengers of the line of water com-
munication from Lac des Mille Lacs to
Fort Francis. But, as a question of
public policy, they must bear in mind
that all these great public works, the
Treat Pacifie Railway itself, were sup-
posed to be carried on concurrently
with sottlement. It was not simply
as a road whereby they might traîvel
fi0m one part of the Dominion to
another; it was not simply as a means
of developing a general carrying trade
ihat they should look at what was
called the Dawson route and the in-
provements uipon it. The grand object
was to settle ap the coutry. With
regard to the nature of the country
around Rainy Lake, he might quote
the authority of Mr. Dawson and of Mr.
Sandford Fleming. Mr. Dawson in his
report in 1858, and, therefore, without
any possible political views in connec-
tion with the present question, said

" About Rainy Lake, and frorn thence to
Rainy River and Lake of the Woods, follow-
ing, froi the latter, the proposed route across
the Red River, the country is as well adapted
for settienent as any other part of North
Anerica. The climate is good; the soil, in
general, fertile; water power is to be had in
abundance, and in the woods are many
kinds of valuable timnber."

Mr. Sandford Fleming, in his Pro-
gress Report of the Survey of the
Canada Pacifie lRailway, 1874, wrote:

" With regard to iaterial for building
purposes, I have every reason to believe that
no great difficulty will be experienced on
this score. The woodland region fortunately
possesses an abundant supply of timber
suitable for railway work, and will be able
to furnish all that may be required in the
praire region."

It was that prairie region that they
wanted to reach, and these improve-
ments would enablo that to be donc.
The timber of that portion of the
country lying between the southern
bond of the Rainy River, where it
formed the boundary line between
Canadian territory and the United
States, and the Lake of the Woods,
had not yet suiffered from the ravages
of fire, and contained large quantities
of white pine, elm, and othier woodls.
In fact, this ceountry, for its area, was

Mr. DyMOND.

about as well timbered as any part of
the North-West. There was another
topographical feature whieh was also
very favourable to the use of Rainy
River as a means of transportation.
The height of land to tho north of
iRainy River, was situated, he believed,
between that River and the proposed
lino of the Canadian Pacifie Railway.
The consequence was that the rivers
from that point all took their course
either to Rainy River or the Lake of
the Woods; and the whole of that
country was filled with streams and
rivers that might be used for the
transport of timber. But this was not
all. To the south of Rainy River there
was also a rich countrv within
American jurisdietion ; that country
was also very well situated, and at
nearly equal distance between theitr
boundary line and the Northern Pacifie
Railway, came the height of land froin
the Northern slope, of whieh numerous
streans flowed into Rainy River. So
that there were two large districts,
both richly timbered, north and south
of Rainy River, assisted by the
provisions of nature for floating their
forest wealth into Rainy River, fron
which they would take their course
westward into the Lake of the Woods,
and thus supply the wants of the Rail-
way and the settlements in the North-
West. Nor was it correct to state that
the canal at Fort Francis was being
constructed in an uninhabited region.
Partly in consequence of these works,
partly from the provisions formerly
made in connection with the Dawson
Route,and partly also from the richness
of the land and the large supply of
timber, a very considerable population
had gone in there already. Last
year he was told the Dominion
agent at Winnipeg had to send down
an agent to open an office there i
order to accommodate the numerous
applicants for lands for settlement.
Then, again, timber limits were being
taken up. Already three persons with
very considerable capital had started
mills, and it was necessary, iu
order to assist their operations, that
this canal should be construeted. With
regard to the expense, of course, infor-
mation could only be given by those
officially connected with the work. But
ho did not think the House could cenT-
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plain that the Government had not
taken it into their confidence there-
upon. He would be sorry to misquote
the hon. member for Terrebonne, but
lie uniderstood that hon. gentleman to
state that no specific vote lad been
taken for this lock.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: He
did not say that.

Mr. DYMOND: He understood the
lion. member to make this statement,
bat it could only have been made from
forgetfulness, for the objeet of the vote
was designated, with $150,000 against
i, of which $100,000 had already been
spîent. He thought it was hardly fair
for the House to attempt to saddle the
Government, two years after the money
hiad been voted, with the responsibility
of acts which the louse itself had de-
liberately sanctioned. ion. members
should make themselves acquainted
with the subject before they voted the
ionevy in the first instanice, and then

there would neither be necessity for
subsequent eontroversy, nor the mis-
takes made into which some honorable
members had fallen during this debate.
lHe believed this vas one of the most
inportant publie works of the Domin-
ion, if not as a link in the chain of
'ommunication, certainly as a link in
the Chain ofsettlement, and the interest
of the whole country would be con-
silted by its being pressed forward.

Mr. MASSON explained that he had
eontended that, while the Government
lad technically obtained a vote for the
canal, they had obtained it in an im-
)iOper way. The money was appro-

prîated on 'the understanding that the
work would be part of the Pacific Rail-
way. If it had been known for what
hie vote was asked, it would not have

been carried.

Mr. PLITUMB said, in a moment of
enthusiasm, flushed with -the victory of
1873, at the time of the great revolu-
tion of which they had heard so much,
the hon. the Premier, perhaps in aI
happy, or, perhaps, in an unhappy
Moment, spoke in his address to his
constituents at Lambton, of the utiliz-
ation oF the magnificent water stretches
whieh nature had provided in sueh
iavih profusion between Lake Superior
and the capital of the North-West

Territories. The scheme that was
then suggo'ested consisted of part rail-
way, part water and part foot and
waggon commu ni cation across a
country whicb, on further investiga-
tion, proved to be uttery iinpracticable
for purposes of traffic in the manner
shadowed forth. Not long afterwards
there were signs that that plan was to
be modified; and within two years the
seheme, as far as the rai lway and water
stretches eombined ivere concerned for
permanent pur poses, was abandoned.
But the impression had gone abroad
that the bon. the Minister of Public
Works thought it possible to continue
the work in another way, and that lie
water stretches could, to a certain
extenI, be made available, and Ithat the
proposed expenditure vould be made
in another direction. Out of this had
undoubtedly grown the project of im-
proving the navigation of Rainy River
mn connection with the route froi Lac
des Mille Lacs tothe North-WestAngle.
It was in respect to that that the lion.
niember for Frontenac (Mr. Kirk-
patrick) had moved the resolution to
ascertain what was to be done in that
direction, the reason for the expendi-
ture. the Parliamentary authority for
it, the probable results to be attained
by it, &e. Uipon looking at a report
made by Mr. Dawson in 1869, in
connection with tle Dawson route, be
found that there were obstacles of a
formidable character to be overcome
before this improvement could be made
of service. The river vas a swift and
ungovernable streamn. In many places
the channel was only three feet or six
feet deep, and for nearly ninety miles it
was obstructed with granite and gneiss
rocks and boulders; and, in order to
produee uniform navigation, the whole
bed of the river would have to be
deepened. On further examination,
the lino was also found disadvanta-
geous on account of the difficult charae-
ter of the portages, which were eight
in number. Tramways would be abso-
lutely necessary for facilitating any
traffic that mightoffer; but it would be
almo-t impossible to construct tram-
ways available for traffic purposes,
even if it were at aIl possible to get
traffie over a road broken up in so
many places. A gentleman who hal
been over the road, wrote as follows :
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"The distance at Fort Francis, vhere the
work for the lock has been done, is about
200 yards froin deep water to deep water
above and below the falls. The faills haye a
fill of about 25 feet, and the rock is granite,
very much the saine as our rocks liere
among the Thousand Islands-not in layers,
except perpendicular-the hardest kinîd of
granite. I cannot sec the use of building
locks at Fort Francis, for, in the irst place,
tiere is no boat, and all the tramways will
require good roads or a railway to handle
any freight goir.g forward. lhen, again, a
great portion of the water communication,
except the lakes, you can get through only
with boats the size I nentioned before-five
to seven tons. Wliere Rainy Lake ruas into
Rainy River, there is a fall of some four or
five feet in about 50 yards, and full of rocks.
So strong was the current and eddieq that
neitnier the steamer Rainy Lake, nor any of the
snall tugs on the route, could get up those
falls without stron g assistance. Thien, down
Rainy River, about 30 miles, there is another
fall of about four feet, near square across the
river, the Manitou, where none of our simiall
boats or tugs could ascend without being
windlassed up from the sore, and that oa
the Anerican side. On oui side there was
no gettng up at all with boats. Then, ten
imiiles below the Manitou Falls, we came to
the Long Sault Rapids on Rainy River, whicl
are anout three miles long and fuil of rocks.
It wvas very nice w-ork to go down with our
simall boats and tugs, but there was no get-
ting up again, except by the help of a gang
of men, froi twenty upwards, after talinr
ai] the freight out of the boat and carrying
it forward by back loads, or, as it is caled,
" backing." Steamers were built at Fort
Francis in 1871, 1872 and 1 8 73-one was
built above the falls and the other one below
-and, after gettng ready to start, we had
great work to get tie Rainy Lake steamer
above the falls at the entrance into Rainy
Lake; but with a great number of men, and
a heavy anchor at the head, and all the
steama that we could raise, we got up into
Rainy Lake. Our route was froin there to
Kettle Falls, a distance of 45 mîiles, and it
was all that could be doue in daylight to run
this steamer, drawing four feet of water,
througlh those Rainy Lake rocks and shoals,
In mnany places we had to buov ont our
chaunel on both rides, and then there was
only width enough to get through."

It would appoar from this testimonv
that there were great difficulties to be
overcome before anything could be
made in any way useful on this route.
The hon. member for North York
(Mr. Dymond) said the channel was to
become advantageous for business pur-
poses, and its difficulties were not to

e regarded in an engineering but in a
commercial light. The hon. gentle-
man in this connection alluded to the
valuable growth of timber which could

Mr. PLUMB.

be brought to market if this improve-
ment were made. Had the hon.
gentleman consulted anyone who was
acquainted with the lumber trade, he
would have learned that locks were
rather obstructions than advantages to
carrying down timber, which was
done tpon such streams by rafts during
the spring freshets, and a lock in the
midst of rapid water, or anywhere else
on the stream, would prove a serious
obstruction to its use as a means of
transporting timber. The natural in-
fer ence from the papers brought down
to the House was, that if the work
proceeded as it had begun, the expen-
diture would be far beyond what was
estimated. Be had the report of the
gentleman entrusted to do this work,
which was an evidence, an earnest, a
sort of prophetic foretaste of what the
ulti mate expense would be. It was th
duty of this Government to sec that
the plans of the work wcre properly
carried out, and that the moncy w-as
economically expended. He reported
as follows, nder date of Mardh 1,
1876:-

" DEaR Si,-l beg leave to report the fol-
lowine for your information, in connection
with te construction of Fort Francis Canal:

"lIn the first place, there lias been erected,
and I mîay say finished, according to your
plans and instructions, one of the maost coin-
modious and convenient buildings for the
accommodation of the employees on the
work, seldom found on any public work.

" The building, 60 feet by 24, 20 feet higlh,
with a kitchen 24x16x10 teet and woodshed
24x10, 8 feat high, attached, the dining-roon
is 40 feet long, and is fitted up with three
tables, running the wlhole length, with sitting
capacity for 120 men at one tine. It isl
furnislied with delf shelves enclosed witi
glass doors. The front part of the building
is fitted up and finuishîed with seats and
tables, and used as m sitting and reading
roon by the men ; there are four bed-roomis
upstairs, 9xl0, for the use of the foremen on
the work. The main sleeping apartient is
the same size as the dining-roon, fitted up
with bunks on each side and down the cen-
tre. Sleeping rooms for 100 occupants. The
building is liglted and ventilated, lined
overhead and on tle sides with felt and
matched stuif.

" There is also a floating batl-louse, built
by your instructions, on a scow 24x1 2 , 8 feet
high, where the employees wash, and may
retire after their dav's labour and refresh
themselves with a 'bath or wash their
clothes,cleauliness being conducive to hjealth,
hîealth essential to labour. lu connection
with the boarding-house are two root hoses
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for storing vegetables during the winter and
keeping imeats, nilk, &c., &c., during the
suninier. One is 12x12, 8 feet high, the
otier 12x18, 10 feet high, both with double
doors and covered with clay and sodded.

"Also a bake-house 12x18, by 8 feet high,
witlh an earthen oven inside, capacity 50
loaves at a baking; it has a solid eartlhen
floor to prevent the possibility of fire.

"The warehouse, built according to your
instructions, is a good substantial building,
well adapted lor such a purpose; size, 24x50,
12 fezt high, vith front shop, counter,
shelves, etc., and bedroomn, and is suitable
in every way for keeping and storing the
great variety of stores required on a work of
this kind.

"'lie blacksmith shop is also in every
respect suitable, being well lighted and venti-
lated ; size, 18x38, 12 feet bigh. having two
forges, and miost of the necessarv tools for
the execution of the work required.

" The tools now on hand have nearly al]
been made in the rhop, there being noue here
to prosecute the work with when we camie.

" The stal!e, put up according to your
instruction, is a great benefit to the stock ;
size, 24x36, 16 feet high ; stalls for 10 horses,
capab!e of accomodating 14 ; lias loft
overhead which will store 10 to 12 tons of
bdler; oat and fred bins, harness racks and
all necessary conveniencies wvithin.

"The stock. whicl now represent nine
Lead of cattle and two cows, are in excellent

condition.
" The office is trulv a beautiful building,

built accordiug to your instructions and
plans; its dimensions are 18x25, 16 feet, one
and one-half stories high, two rooms down
stairs, one used as an office, the other by Dr.
Robinson as office and bedrooin. Two r'oons
up-stairs, with a snall room now used as a
stationerv rooim.

" The accommodation of all concerned lias
been thought of."
It would thus appear that the first
thing the gentleman in charge did, was
to pay attention to the comfort of him-
solf and those engaged with him. The
House couild imagine wvhat kind of
economy would be exercised by a man
who reported alt these trivial, but
Most costly and extravagant, details'to
the Department. The fair inference
das that the Superintendent's principal
idea was to make himself coinfortable.
The nember for Perth (Mr. Trow) lad
stated that this route would be a great
attraction to summer travellers, but, in
view of all that, they now discovered
he (Mr. Plumb) reported that such an
idea was preposterous. He would like
te know how it was proposed to keep
up useful communication. Steam
communication would be impossible,
,nd boats and canoes would be inade-

quate for the necessities of travel in
that country.

Mr. MACKENZ[E: There are some
vessels there now.

Mr. PLUMiB: But not betwoen the
portages.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Yes; in all the
large reaches.

Mr. PLUMB said he had no doubt
about that, but it was the short reaches
he was talking about. The portages
were most difficult of navigation, and
it could not be supposed that thcy
could carry women and children over
that route. As to the question of
cheapness, it was altogether out of the
question that they could be carried
by that route as cheaply as by
the American route. The route
adopted by the present G-overnment
might be termed an amphibious
route. There was a nondescript
animal, the Ornythorincius Platypus, in
Australia, living partly on land and
partly in the water, which was slow of
motion, but bad an enormous bill. That
would be found to be an accurate des-
cription of the route of which they liad
licard so much. He adnitted it was,
perhaps, possible that the St. Francis
Lock alone could be built for the
amount set down, but that would only
be a commencement of the work. The
report submitted gave only part of the
difficulties which would have to be
encountered. The report of 1869,which
was probably an honest one, for it was
not written in the interests of the rail-
way route, presented a formidable list
of the difficulties embarrassing this
proposed line of communication. The
sessional proceedings of 1875 gave thom
hints of other serious difficulties. The
report of the Minister of Public Works
for the current year, now before the
House, stated that obstacles existed not
mentioned in the previously mnentioned
do-uments, and now they found, in the
returns brought down to the liouse,
that even the three preceding reports
had not exhausted the appalling cata-
logue, and the letter he (Mr. Plumb)
had read in the course of these remarks
suggested obstructions and hindrances
still more important, and which had
not been mentioned in the reports that
he (Mr. Plumb) had before referred to.
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The expenditure which had been
entered upon by the country at
St. Francis Lock, was but the
boginning of the outlay, and the
Ilouse had been informed the
other day that the whole expenditure
was undertaken for the purpose of
carrying up rails and supplies for the
Pacifie Railway. That idea had, how-
ever, evidently been abandoned by the
Government, who were now endeavour-
ing to make out that the country in
the vicinity of the river was soon to be
settled, and to supply for its traffic a
large quantity of mmber. But nothin g
had been said about the black flies, bad
water, and the low-lying lands alter-
nating with rocky ridges. The expen-
diture on the lock, with a view to
rendering the whole systemi of naviga-
tion availably harmonous, 'was alnost
p>re)oster-ous,it was childislh and puerile
in every respect. The lion. member
for North York had declared that the
work would be useful in transporting
timuber in that region. That alone
was sufficient to show how little was
known of the practicable possibilities
of the route, and how necessary it was
that some grounds should be shown for
that exponditure, which he could only
characterize at present as inexpedient,
unjust and unnecessary.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he
desired to address himself rather to the
constitutional than to the other part of
the question. The first point taken
in the resolution was that the
Government had not at this moment
a vestige of authority to spend
one single sixpence of the $100,000
that had been spent. To be sure,
there was the grant in 1874 for
the Pacifie Railway; but it was a consti-
tutional practice that when there was
a vote given for any such purpose, the
money had to be in the public treasury
until the Governor-General in Councit
ordered its application for the purpose
for which Parliament iad voted it.
There never was any authority by the
Governor-General from any advice
g iven to the Governor-General in
Couneil to give that authoritv in this
case, so that the expenditure of every
single sixpence of that $100,000 was
without warrant, without authority of
any kind. There was, therefore, a
grave breach of the constitution. It

Mr. PLUMB.

might be said that the Premier could
have got the Order in Council if he
had desired, but that was no excuse for
his not getting it. It simply showed
that ho had exercised the one-man
power of the autocrat by putting bis
hand into the treasury without going
to the trouble of getting the Order
in Council. The Premier bad given no
reason for it, no justification of it. Why
should there be a distinction between
this work and other work ? It was
provided that the work should be done
by tender, in order to prevent favourit.
ism, and Io keep the expenses down to
the lowest figure. The Minister of
Publie Works miglt shelter himself
behind the Publie Works Act, but its
provisions only allowed for the giving
out of work in cases of emergency,
under which class the Fort Francis
Lock did not come. Then, why was
the work not given out by tender,
unless iL was to favour some
friend, to make some of his political
partizans as comfortable as pos-
siblé ? Why, as the hon. mem-
ber for Niagara pointed out, everything
was donc to make the men engaged up
there extremely comfortable, and there
were almost as many overseors there
as thero were workmen. There were
some twenty overseers and forty men
or twenty men and forty overseers.
It reminded him of the old story of the
MeTavishes, with their four and twenty
men and four and twenty pipers. The
Fort Francis Locks were not on the
main lino of the railway, nor were they
part of the branches as laid down
in the Act, and the Government was in
this dilemma: if they held it to be
part of the Pacifie Railway, they had
spent the money without having the
work tendered for as the Pacific Rai!-
way Act provided it should be; and if
they held it was no portion of the rail-
way, thon they had been spending
money which they had no right to
expend. There was no getting out of
that. They either had no authority to
have the work donc or they had no
money to paty for it. The money was
voted for the work as a part of the
Pacifie Railway, and the first subSec-
tion of the Act provided that the work
of any section should not be given to
anv contractor except by tender, and
such tender should not become binding

Lock.[COMMONS.]
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until it had been laid on the table of
tbis House one month. The 12th
clause of the Pacifie Railway Act
stated as follows:-

"In case it shall be found by the Governor
in Council more advantageous to construct
die said railway, or any portion thereof, as a
public work of the Dominion of Canada, the
construction thereof shall be ]et out by con-
,iracts offered to public competition, and the
¶iovernor in Council mnay establish, froi
time to time, the mode and regulations under
which the contract shall be given ; and the
railway, or such part tiereof, shall be con-
structed a.id worked after it shall have been
comnpleted."

The 11th clause, which he should
have read first, declared:

"No contract for the construction of ant
portion of the main line of the said railwav
shall be binding until it shall have been laid
before the House of Commons for one montli
without being disapproved, unless sooner
approved by a resolution of the House."

And this clause, perhaps, gave one
of the reasons why the Government
thought it more convenient, and in-
finitely more handy, to do the work
themselves than to offer it to public
tender, and bring down the contract
afterwards to be laid before Pai lia-
ment, and to be subject to the approval
of Parliament. It was to avoid this
that the Government had acted as they
had donc. There was no other reason
for it. What other could there be,
which could be supposed or imagined ?
Why ought not this work bave been
given out by contract as well as Sec-
tion 15 and Section 14, the Pembina
line and ail other portions of the road ?
Why was this section alone not awarded
by contract ? There could be no
other reason imagined, or that a man
could conceive of, save that it was
more handy and more convenient for
the Government to do as they had donc,
in, order to assist a friend here and a
friend there, and to reinove the work
from the supervision of the House-
Of both Hoiuses, and of Parliament.
Therc had been a distinct breach of the
law and a distinct breach of the
statute. The Government had com-
ilitted a violation of the law of the
land. This resolution embodied the
threce propositions; first, that there
shl"d have been an Order in Concil
passed; secondly, that the work should
have been offered by contract, and that
it sholid have been open to compe-

tition ; and, th irdly, that as a Dominion
woik, it should be equally offered to
contract. Ail these were the pro-
visions and safeguards whieh the lion.
gentleman himself had put in his Act-
that recent Act of 1874. Ail the pro-
visions, inserted for the protection of
the public and the public intercsts, had
been deliberately violated by the Gov-
crnment; and this lock had been pro-
ceded with, and money had heen ex-
pended, when the work had not been
offered to competition or been
subject to tender, because it was very
handy to bestow favouîrs on persons
wbose iames werc faniliar in the
public Press, such as the name of'
Oliver, and people of that kind. The
names of thie persons employed on this
work were familiar in the public Pres;
and he said this ivas ail donc in direct
violation of the law of the land.

Mr. MACKENZIE said, in the first
place, they had the distinct authority
of Parliament for this expenditure. A
section of the Public Works Act stated:
"It shal be the duty of the Min istry
to invite tenders by advertisement, for
the execution of ail wvorks, &c." The
hon. gentlenan (Sir John A. Macdon-
ald) had said that " officers and ser-
vants of the Department" meant the
ordinary staff of the Department; but
it could mearn nothîing of the sort. This
was pure nonsense to say so. They
did not keep a staff of ordinary me-
chanies-plasterers, ironmongers, and
masons.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I did
not say so.

Mr. MACKENZIE: You said it
meant the ordinary staff.

Sir JOHN A. MAC DONALD: 1
stated, except in cases where the ordin-
ary officers and servants of the Depart-
ment can do the work. and it applies
to wherc they can do the work.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Oh, ne.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI): Oh,

yes. At ail events, that lias nothing
to do with the question.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it had a great
deal to do with the question. le had
stated that they had excecuted the whole
work in the alignnent under this
Section, and ho contended that they
wcre justified in doing it. le justified

Port Francis 1341



1à42 Fort FrnUiÏs [COM
and defonded it under the Statute, and,
he had a perfect right to do so. They
had executed the work in the particu-
lar place ho had mentioned under the
same clause. In the 12th Clause of
the Railway Act, it was stated :

" If it shall be found by the Governor in
Council more advantageous to construct the
said railway or any portion thereof as a
publicwork of the Dominion of Canada,"

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : Go
on. Read the rest of it.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they oxe-
cuted this as a public work, and this
rule applied to the case.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Oh,
no ; you cannot do it.

Mir. MACKENZIE: But we can do
it.

Sir JOHN A. 2MACDONALD: Read
the clause.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he did not
object at all to the lion. gentleman
pointing out any defect that miglit
exist in the management of public
business. He was quite willing to be
criticised and to be assisted by any
member of the House, in any such
case, but not, however, in the manner
indicated by the tone of the hon.
gentleman's remarks, which were
uttered in a tone of vehement denunci-
ation, and not in a tone of deliberation
at all. It was not a tone which hon.
gentlemen would find used in the
House of Commons in England, where
members discussed such matters with
deliberation and candour, and care as
o whether a particular Statute had

been observed or not. le was quite
willing-nay, he was bound-to con-
sidor any representations made to him
by any member of the House,
and especially by experienced

micinbers, as to whether any
teehnicality had beci omitted or
not; and where there had been any
suci omission, ho was always quite
willing to consider any point raised
and to supply any defect that might
exist. ln this particular matter, as
he had formerly explained, they lad
not departed from thoir primary inten-
tion of using the water stretehes, as
they called them, until they could have
a railway connecting the various
points. He had stated last year, and

Mr. MACKENZIE.

MIONS.j Lock.

ho now said, that it was quite possible
to construct a railway from Thunder
Bay to Selkirk within probably five
years. He did not think that it could
well be donc in less time, but that
depended on financial arrangements.

Mr. T UPPER: And what time from
now ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said he did not
think it possible to build it within less
time than ho had mentioned, and he
thought ho was somewhat sanguine in
saying so. This depended, however,
on other arrangements which Parlia-
ment might or might not sanction.
They lad left it to bo decided by Par-
liament last Session, when they would
have obtained farther information; and,
in the meantime, some gentlemen,
including the hon. member for Nia-
gara, who was usually very
anxious to help bis party friends
in debate, and who was some-
what extravagant in his statements-
ho vas afraid that the hon. gentleman
was every day becoming worse in this
respect-said that they had moved
this lino 100 miles further north than
the line they hoped at one time to
obtain ; but it was not 50 or 40 miles
farther north. If the hon. gentleman,
or any of his friends, would take Mr.
Sandford Fleming's map, the most
recent one on which most of the late
surveys were laid down with compara-
tive accuracy, they would find that the
lino was not more than 40 or 45 miles
farther to the north, so that this route
from Lac des Mille Lacs eould be
made available. If this was the case
formerly when they had to begin at
Thunder Bay, it would be muchi more
so wben they had a railroad built to
Lac des Mille Lacs overcoming all the
difficulties situated at the castern end,
and had the railroad begun froi the
Lake of the Woods westward ove:-
coming the western difficulty. These
were the two points needed in order to
nake travel over the route possible.
lon. gentlemen opposite, as ho had
already stated, had spent one and one
quarter millions in making a road to
the North-West, not one inch of which
had ever been placed under contract.
Whero was the hon. gentleman
then with his law; how did the hon.
gentleman violate the law in that case?
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The hon. gentleman had spoken that
night in condemnation of hi mself. The
hon. gentleman who had acted as
Minister of Public Works in the late
Administration had stated that the
work was one of considerable difficulty,
that it was composed of pieces here and
there, and that they had had men em-
ployed to carry on the work. There
were, bowever, 45 miles of macadamized
road laid from Thunder Bay at a cost
of over $4,000 a mile, and all by days'
labour; why was not this let out by
contract? The late Administration had
also constructed 100 miles from Lake
of the Woods, westward, at a cost of be-
tween $2,000 and $3,000 at the very
least per mile, not one inch of which
wasunder contract. It was ail donc by
d labour ; and yet that hon. gentle-
man (Sir John A. Macdonald) now
came down and attacked him because
in the very centre of this difficult
district, he had employed men by
days' labour for the very reason
t hat they could not well get contractors
to go in there and do the work, and
for the reason that the bon. gentleman
op)osite themselves, close to the lake
shore in both cases, bad donc more
extensive works at enormous cost with-
out putting one mile of them under
contract. The bon. gentleman set up
and affected an air of' indignation-of
cOnstitutional indignation. The hon.
gentleman was very good at this
sort of affectation, and surely lie (Sir
John A. Macdonald) did not expect
them to take all that as in earnest.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Well,
110w is it not a broach of the law ? Is it
not breaking the law ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was will-
ig to consider whether it was a breach
ofithe law. At ail events. he bad such
excellent authority as the hon. gentle-
mnan who had preceded him in this
VCr district, and who had spent twice
the Ineny they had proposed to spend
by day's labour, exactly as they
were spending it. He could not,therefore, imagine that they had
done wrOng fromn a constitutional
int of view. He did not believe that

they were wrong on this point; but he
waIs quite willing to consider the mat-
ter, and if anything was wrong in this
regard, he should be the very first to

set it right. Hc did not think it was
in the interest of Parliament, or of any
one, that anything should be done in
violation of either the spirit of the
letter or text of the law or statute.
This was the ground he took, and ho
said to the hon. gentleman and his
hon. friend who moved the resolution,
that no such resolution should bo
moved without previous notice, in
order that he might have been able
to come to the louse fully arned
at aIl points. If the lion. gentleman
desired merely to move motions in
order to consume another day of the
Session, and to have so much talk and
to obstruct business, thon ho left
him with the Houe, and the hon.
gentleman's eloquence would not
relieve him froi the dilemma in
which ho (Sir John A. Macdonald)
and his followers wer3 placed.

Mr. MASSON asked whether, at the
time this work had been donc by the
late Administration, there was a Pacific
Railway Act distinctly forbidding any
work to be given, save by contract.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that there
was a Pacific Railway Act and a Pub-
lic Works Act at that time, and yet,
during their very last year of office,
these hon. gentlemen had spent on
this road $399,000.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Dawson Road was commenced im-
mediately after they had acquired
possession of that country, and they
had no means of sending out troops or
supplies or anything else at the time,
save by the wilderness. Consequently,
this road was constructed ; but it had
110 connection with the Pacifie Rail-
way. Long afterwards, in 1874, the
Premier passed this Act himsclf; and
therein it was provided that this
canal and lock was to be a portion
of that railway. The country
then became settled,-settlcrs had
poured into it. Towns had grown up,
and a Province had been established,
where formerly had been a wilderness
and Indians. There was no comparison
between the two cases. The hon.
gentleman had given out contracts for
everything else, for sections 14 and 15,
and for the Pembina Branch. Why
was this the single exception ? The
hon. gentleman had givenl no fitting
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answer to this question. The hon.
gentleman should not have said that
the Opposition were delaying the
business of the House. le put it to
hon. gentlemen whether the case was
not grave enoagh, and whether the fact
that the law was being broken was not
consequence enough, V) render it the
duty of a member of the louse to
subiit to the consideration of the
flouse an infraction of the law which
was such beyond doubt, and which
the Premier only faintly denied to be
sich. le was quite sure that no
constitutional lawyer would agree with
the Premier on this point. The country
inight not have suffered any great or
irreparable injury in this case,but ho did
say that the resolution was very
properly pliced before the House. As to
want of courtesy in not giving notice of
it, he remembered the time when hon.
gentlemen opposite had sprung motion
after motion on the late Administra-
tion, Session after Session for some
fifteen years.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he bad giveu
a reason for the course they had pur-
sued. It would have been mach casier
for them, and it would have saved the
officers of the Department a great deal
of trouble, if this work had been placed
under contraet. The part immediately
cast of Red River, and immediately
west of Thunder Bay, had no railway
communication with this place, which
was a wilderness for 200 miles. The
hon. gentleman had talked about a
host of foremen having been employed.
This was entirely incorrect, and it
was quite unworthy of the hon. gentle-
Mau.

Mr. HOLTON dosired to say a word
with respect to the practice. Of course,
in this country, motions of this kind
could be put without notice. lie did
not deny it might have becn donc by
them, when in Opposition, on some
occasions, but the usual practice was
to give verbal notice of thci r in tentions.
In England notice was uniformly
given. The practical inconvenience
of the present system was very appar-
ent. le had looked hurriedly over
this motion. It raised important que-
tions, he admitted, which, as far as
constitutional practice went, were en-
titlcd to the gravest possible consider-

$ir JoHN A. MAcDONALD.

ation ; but it was iot possible, under
the circumstances, to give to this
motion the consideration it deserved.
He claimed ho was a tolerably diligent
member of Parliament, but he confessed
that this subject had surprised him.
He had not been able to verify the
avermonts of the motion ; and if they
were to vote without notice and without
the possibility of considering the argu-
ments pro and con., the motion noces-
sarily became one of want of confi-
dence. He generally desired to consider
these motions on their merits ; but,
under the circumstances, the supporters
of the Government should treat the
motion purely and simply as a question
of confidence.

Mr. TUPPER said ho did not rise
for the purpose of prolonging the dis-
cussion. Had lie intended to do so it
would have been before the hon. the
First Minister made his second obser-
vations. Ho mercly rose for a single
moment to reply to a scrious objection
on the part of his hon. friend from
Chateauguay (Mr. ilolton) and of the
First Minister. He was quite free to
admit that, in a discussion of a question
of this character, there would have
been a serious objection to springing it
upon the House without due notice.
But ho held this motion was not in that
position. On the 21st February the
motion was made for these papers.
The attention of the Government and
the whole House was directed to the
fact that thore wero gentlemen in the
ilouso who regarded the question of
the construction of the Fort Francis
Locks as a very important one, such as
to warrant the production of the papers
and the Orders in Council, and every
thing of that kind. le thought the
hon. member for Chateauguay would
admit that this was a tolerably
fair notice that that sabject wais
going to be brought under the
notice of the Hlouse. lis hon.
friend from Chateauguay knew thit
there was a great deal moro notice
than that. le knew that in another
place witnesses wero called, the Chief
Engineer of the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way was subjecte I to an examination,
and the best possible means taken to
inform the Government that this Ws a
question which was agitating the
minds of a number of gentlemain In
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this House, and every intimation pos-
sible was given to the Government
that they Lad better be prepared.

Mr. HOLTON: Not on the legal
question.

Mr. TUPPER said, as far as the legal
question was concerned, he thought
his hon. friend from Chateauguiy
would not be in a great deal of doubt
when he had heard the question put by
legal gentlemen on the Opposition side
with the force and clearness with
which it lad been put, and he had not
heard any attempt by the very able
legal gentlemen on the other side of
the House to controvert the position
taken with regard to it. le (Mr.
Tupper) did not consider that this was a
motion which could be fairly character-
ized as one sprung upon the Govern-
ment without notice.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD re-
marked that the Premier had said
nothing about the Order in Council
which had been onitted. le really
thought that was a constitutional error.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I have no doubt
the law has been complied with.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Kirkpatrick) negatived, on the follow-
img Division:

Baby
Benoit
Blanchet
Bowell
Brooks
Bunster
Caron
Cimon
Colby
Costigan
Coupal
Cuthbert
Daoust
Desjardins
Dewdney
Domville
Donahue
Parrow
perguson
plesher
Fraser
Gaudet
Gibb 3 (SouthGili
Harwood
Harteau
Jones tSouth
KrkPatriek
L&Ugevin

845

Messieurs
Little
Macdonald (Kingston)
McDonald(Ca eBreton)
McDougall (T ree Riv.)
McKay (Colchester)
Macmillan
McCallum
McQuade
Masson
Moffatt
Monteith
Montplaisir
Mousseau
Orton
Ouimet
Pinsonneault
Platt
Plumb
Robinson
Robitaille
Rochester
Rouleau

Ontario) Roy
Stephenson
Thompson (Cariboo)
Tupe

Leeds) Wallaee (S. Norfolk)
White (East Hastings)
White (North Renfrew)

-59

Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Bain
Bannatyne
Barthe
Béchard
Bernier
Bertram
Blake
Borden
Borron
Bourassa
Boyer
Brouse
Brown
Buell
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Cauchon
Charlton
Cheval
Christie
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Cook
Cunningham
Davies
Dawson
Delorme
De St. Georges
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Flynn
Forbes
Fréchette
Galbraith
Geoffrion
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Greenway
Guthrie
Ha ar
Hall

Supply.
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Higinbotham
Hol ton
Horton
Irving
Jetté
Jones (Halifax)
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
Macdougall (E. Elgin)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
Mackenzie
McCraney
McIntyre
McLeod
McNab
Mecalfe
Mills
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pouliot
Power
Ray
Ross (East Durham)
Ross (West Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Ryan
Rymal
Scateherd
Scriver
Shibley
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Suider
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thompson(Haldimand)
Thomson (Welland)
Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman
Wright (Pontiac.)
Young.-107.

SUPPLY.

X. PENSIONS.

House again resolved itïelf into Com-
mittee of Supply.

(In the Committee).

58. New military pensions $5,632 26
59. To meet the probable

amount required for pen-
sions to veterans of war
of 1812 ..................... 50,000 00

Supply.
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Mr. MASSON enquired whether this
amount included the payment of new
claims.

Mr. VAIL replied in the affirmative,
and said the number of those new
claims, so far as ho could recollect,
were from 140 to 160.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
ho presumed all the informhation would
be given on Concurrence.

Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said ho thought
the information desired had already
been furnished in the returns.

Vote agreed to.

60. Compensation to pen-
sioners in lieu of land ... $8,0@0 00

XI. MILITIA.

61. Salaries of Military
Branch and District Staff 28,600 00

62. Salaries of Brigade-
Majors........ ........ 20,000 00

Mr, MASSON onquired what was
the principle upon which the services
of different Brigade-Majors had been
dispensed with. He understood from
the First Minister that it was intended
to reduce the staff, and that employ-
ment would be found for those whose
services had been dispensed with.

Mr. MACKEINZIE said ho thought
any gentleman who had been in the
public service should be dealt with as
tenderly .as possible, and that those
Brigade-Majors, whose services had
been dispensed with, should, if possible,
without detriment to the public service,
have other employment given them.
Some reductione had boen made which
would be followed up by *thers.

Mr. MASSON said ho knew several
officers around Montreal who had dono
good service in the volunteer move-
ment wheu it was mtch required, but
who had been removed. He thought,
as Civil Servants were given an an-
nuity, these gentlemen should have
something by way of compensation.

Mr. YAIL said, when the House
was prorogued in 1875, he asked the
Major-General for a report, and some
recommendation with regard to the
reduction of officers. The Govern-
ment did not see their way clear to
,making the reduction thon, and so the

Mr. MAosastu.

matter remained over until last year.
when the Major-General repeated his
recommendation, and the hon. meinbei
for North iastings (Mr. Bowell) refer-
red to the excessive number of officers
outside. When the House was pro-
rogued, a second report was asked for,
and the Major-General was also asked
to name the officers in the several dis-
tricts that could be dispensed with.
The Government gave him to under-
stand that reductions should be made
in the several Provinces proportion.
ately, according to the number required
to hold positions, which was three to
every 5,000 men. Al Brigade Majors
dispensed with received fourteen
months pay from the time they were
notified.

Mr. BOWELL : Did the Major-
General select those who were to be
removed ?

Mr. VAIL: Yes.
Mr. BOWELL: And named those

who were to be retained ?
Mr. VAIL : Yes.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
he would like to know how far that
change affected Nova Scotia, and
particularly the Island of Cape Breton.
le would draw the attention of the
hon. the Minister of Militia to the fact
that the Island of Cape Breton was
geographically separate and distinct
from the Province of Nova Scotia
proper, and that it was proper there
should be an efficient militia organiza-
tion there to keep in chee-k the lawless
and violent men who congregated
about the coal mines. During a recent
disturbance the Imperial troops were
brought from Halifax, and he would
like to know why the volunteers at
Londonderry were not called out for
suppressing the rioters. He thought
the militia shonld be used for preserv-
ing the internal peace of the country,
and that the Imperial troops ought not
to be called out except in cases of ab-
solute necessity.

Mr. VAIL maid, owing to the peculiar
position of Cape Breton they had re-
tained the Brigade-Major there. In
regard to the other point raised by the
hon. gentleman, he might state that
there were very few militia mon about
Londonderry-in fact, there were

(COMMONS.] Supply.
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scarcely any nearer than Truro; and
it was quite as easy to get the troops
from Halifax as it was from Truro.
In all probability the Imperial troops
were got for nothing, whereas the cal-
ing out of the volunteers might have
entailed some expense on the com-
pany.

Mr. MACKAY said there were a
great number of volunteers in Halifax
who would have responded gladly to
the call. He was glad to hear the
remarks of the hon. the Minister of
Militia with respect to the retention of
the Brigade-Major, because that officer
did good service during the disturbance.
If proper efforts were put forth and
due regard paid te the requirements of
Cape Breton, he did not think there
would be any difficulty in getting men
for the force.

Mr. POULIOT said that if any
retrenchment was possible, it should
be made in this item, for the force was,
at present, a mears of demoralizing
the young people of the country. They
were informed in the newspapers, that
nome 200 French Canadians had just
gone to the United States for work.
This was humiliating, and something
should be done to remedy this state of
things. In 1775, their ancestors -wore
among those who met Montgomery;
and in 1812, their fathers also defended
their country against the invader; but
the same necessity did not exist to-day,
and they should not continue a useless
expenditure of money. They should
rather expend money for colonization
purposes. He protested, for his part, iin
the name of his own ounty and in
Ithe name of several other counties,
against the useless expenditure in this
connection. This money was being
spent for no good purpose whatever;
it was rather doing evil than good, and
If retrenchment was to be begun, it
abpnId commence with regard to this
vote.

Mr. BOWPLL said, when ke looked
at the list of removals from the Býrigade-

taff, and considered the length of 1
service rendered by those omoors, nd
the youthful service of the oMcer who
had been retained, he eould not help
erpressing surprise at the course that
a been pursued by the head of the

Department. Those removals , were

contrary te all military principle, and
contrary to the principle which gov-
erned the administration of all mili-
tary departments. It would appear
that political rather than military
reasons hai governed in this matter.
He could not conceive it pos-
sible that the Major-General, an old
and experienced officer, who knew
thoroughly his duties and what was
requisite for the good of the service,
bad anything te do with this matter.
He found that the services of Mr. R. P.
Servis, of No. 1 District, were dis-
pensed with, and that Major Henry
Smith, of No. 3 District, who had been
in the service a number of yeais,
was removed. Last year the hon. the
First Minister, when speaking on the
question of a reduction of the staff,
said:-

" He might state at once that the policy
of the Government was to fill no vacancies.
ooeurring in the staff until it was reduced to
almost one-half of its present proportions ;
amd, secondly, that the positions vacant at
Kington for some months had not been
filled, and it was not the intention of the
Governmentto filthem. Itwas the intenticn
of the Government to reduce the staff, and it
was a matter of consideration in what way
this should be done. They were undecided
whether to wait for vacancies or to reduce it
at once, which was always an awkward
thing Wo do, as they would have to dispense
with officers who had been in the service for
years, or introdace a measure making allow-
ance to those whoee services were dispensed
with. They thought it well to take a vote
this year without making any reduction, and
reserve for early consideration the precise
mode in which this reduction could be
affected. That was the settled policy of the
Government."

How was that promise carried out?
Just as soon as Parliament rose the
opportunity presented itself to fill those
vacancies which the Premier had
declared should not be filled, and the
Brigade-Majorship of District No. 3
was given 1o Major Worsley, a gentle-
man, no doubt of good repute as an
offcer, who ad been in the Grand
Trunk :Brigade, which had been dia-
baaded, but who was a oomparatively
new maU, an4 had no elaims-to justify
hie appointment. Then, instead of
promoting an ald and efficient officer
te the position of Deputy Adjutant-
GeneraI, a gentleman-a very w >rthy
officer it was true-was appointed who
had never served in the Volunteer
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Militia Force of Canada, but who had
political influence. le had always
combatted this practice of raising men
over the heads of old officers, which
which seemed to be gaining ground
under the present A, ministration more
than ever before. It could not but
have a bad and disa.trous effect upon
the officers of the force if they knew
that when a vacancy occurred thoir
claims were to be overlooked on account
of fhrily or political reasons. The
Major-Gencral in his report, no doubt
owng to the political influence which
has been engrafted upon the systemi of
late more than ever before, doclared the
force was becomaing demoralized from
one end of the country to the other.
This was not bis language, but the
language of the Major-General himself,
who said, in his report of January 19th,
1877:-

Slie systen pursued this year appears to
ne deioralizing, because we retain uom-
inally a large body of nien, wlo, if not
brougit together long enough for sorne
anount of instruction, are no better than
recruits; and if we continue to naintain the
present nunierical force, and only train theni,
suci as it is, for eight days in eaclh alteruate
year, we teach then next to nothing."

Now the causes which had led to
that was the point to which he desired
to eall the attention of the Ilouse.

Mr. MILLS: In the extract ho
stated the cause.

Mr. BOWELL said he would give
another cause, and lie thought, from
his knowledge of the facts, that he was
as capable of giving the true cause as
the Major-General, who visited them
very seldom and knew so little in this
respect. Why, with a solemn pledge
of the Government on record that these
vacancies in Kingston were not to be
tilled, and that Promotions were to be
made from the officers at present in
the force, had new men been appointed ?
In No. 3 District there had not been a
botter officer than Major lenry Smith,
who resided in Cobourg, and why
should he be removed in order to make
a place for Major Worsley ? Why was
the latter not appointed to the Deputy
Adjutant-GCneralship and Major Smith
allowed to retain his position, if ho
were worthy of prefernent ? The
reason was obvions. Why was Lieut.-
Col. Van Straubenzie, who had never

Mr. BOWELL.

served in the Volunteer Militia, but
who was formerly in the regulars,
selected to fill the position, and old
officers, equal ly capable of commanding
and managing the volunteer force in
that district, overlooked or dismissed?
The same principle had been carried
out in reducing the service in the
Province of Quebec. He had taken
some pains to make himself acquainted
with the facts as they really occurred,
and that was one of the reasons why he
moved for the returns brought down
some time ago. The first officer on the
list whorm ho found removed fron the
staff was Lieut.-Col. lanîson, an officer
whose name was familiar in the force,
whether in Ontario or Quebec. No
officer or private who had had any
experience for the last ton years but
knew that he was one of the most
efficient volunîteer officers in that
Province. le had been almost the
father ot' the for-ce in Lower Canada,
and had done imore than anyone else
to organize and make it effective in the
districts where lie visited. le had
occupied bis prese nt position, according
to the return, for tive years, eleven
months and thirteen days, but in facet
over ten years; Lieut.-Col. Bellefeuille
had occupied his for a siniliar time.
Col. Iuchesnay, it was true, had been,
promoted, but lie was the only one
who had been. Whom did the Govern-
ment retain in the militia service in the
Province of Quebec ? They dismissed
this old aid valued officer, Col. Hansoni,
and likewise Col. Bellefeuille, and
retained in office the Hon. Mr. Aylmer,
who had been a Brigade-Major for one
year, iii ne months and nineteen duys
only. Was ift because Col. Hianson
had a near relative in the louse whol
opposed the Administration, while
Major Ayliner had a brother who SuP-
ported the Ministry in this House? If
that vas the doctrine to be carried oUt,
the Minister'of Militia and his colleag'es
must bo held responsible for it. le
said, with all respect to the gentlemanl
who presided so gallantly over the
military destiny of the country the
Minister of Militia-that it was ini-
possible, without some interferncO

by the head of the Department or those
unîder him, that Major-Gener al Simyth
would send adrift Iwo old Brigade-
Majors and keep in the service a gen-
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tieman who had only been in the ser-
vice one year and nine months. if
that was the principle on which pro-
motion in the force was to be carried
n>1, the sooner volunteer officers knew it

the better. 'It might be said that they
did not reside in the particular Military
District where they were wanted,
but this was no good military reason.
The Department should, as in the
regular force, have allowed juniors to
retire, had their services to be dis-
pensed with, instead of removing the
old and more efficient officers. In
Ontario one gentleman had been re-
tained a Brigade-Major who had been
in the service only two years and six
months, while others who had been
tive years and eleven months, and three
years and eleven months respectively,
had been dismissed, because it amounted
to nothing less than dismissal. He
said, in all frankness, that the Brigade-
Major retained in No. 4 District, though
o(nly two years in the service, was as
efficient an officer as anyone in the
force. He did not complain of any
of the younger members being
retained, but of the older officers being
dismissed. In New Brunswick, Lieut.-
Col. Inches had been in the service for
three years, eleven months and thirteen
days, and Lieut.-Col. Caleb McCulloch
for five years, eight months and eight
davs.

Mr. MITCHELL: He has been in
the service 40 years.

Mr. BOWELL said lie was speaking
of bis services as Brigade-Major, as
exhibited in the return before the
Ilouse. The two gentlemen had served
the full time, but there was a Mr.
James R. McShane, be did not know
his peculiar qualifications, but he had
been in the service only four months,
yet he was retained and the services of
the old officers dispensed wiih. This
officer, who had been serving for four
long months--whether they were cold
Winter nights he did not know-was
retained in the service, while two old
valued officers weî e dismissed and sent
adrift. In Nova Scotia the same
Prinuciple had been carried out, the
Youngest brigade-major having been
retained in the fiorce.

Mr. MITCHELL: I fancy he was
creatd for the purpose.

Mr. BOWELL said he thought that
perhaps McShane was. le did not
know his military title ; ho did not
know whether it was the famous
McShanc of Montreal or not.

Mr. MITCHELL: He is a very
decent young gentleman. I have
nothing to say against him; he is a
lawyer.

Mr. BOWELL said, of course, in
that case, his military qualifications
must be allright. Hie asked especially
the volunteer officers in the House
whether, from the debates and figures
ho had laid before them, showing the
services done by those who had been
removed and those who had been
retained, this was the way of accom-
plishing the end that any Government
or Minister of Miiitia should have in
view with respect to affairs of this
kind. If this course was to be con-
tinued, the sooner they abandoned the
whole force the botter, and save the
expense to the country. They had
botter commence at head-quarters, for
so long as the Department was pre-
sided over by a gentleman who knew
so little of the requirements of the
force, their absence would be better
for the country. He found that the
officers at head-quarters did not seem
to be able to agree among themselves
as to the actual state of the force. The
Major-General, speaking ot the clothing
furnished to the men, did not agreo with
the remarks made by his Brigade-Majors
and Deputy Adjutant-Generals, who
had made reports to his Department.
He (Mr. Bowell) was glad that the
Government had taken steps in the
direction of reducing what, to his mind,
had been an expensive and unnecessary
staff throughout the country. le had
always been of the opinion, and was so
still, that the work to be done and the
duty to performed in the different
districts were done botter formerly
with a less number on the staff than of
late by a larger number, for they
seenmed to have nothing to do but
report from one to the other, and so
on, till they got by this round-about
way to head-quarters. With respect to
the question of clothing, ho found the
Major-General, in his postscri pt to his
report, in speaking of the difficulties
which occurred in the face of the com-
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plaints which were made with respect
to the clothing of the Department,
said:-

" As to great coats and clothiug, the Militia
Departmnent is not in fault if any siits were
deficient, that blame, il there really is any,
rests elsewhere ; but my beliet is, their cloth-
ing is complete."

He (Mr. Bowell) did not say that
the Major-General did not believe what
he wrote, but he must have been misled
by some one, or he had not read the
reports sent to his Dopartment,
especially by the Deputy Adjutant-
General of District No. 3, and the
Briga4e-.Major of that District. Lieut.-
Col. Van Straubenzie said in his report,
referring to the 3rd Provisional Regi-
ment Cavalry, that:

"Major Rogers comnplained (and very
justly bo) of the trowsers recently issued to
the men as of inferior quality, and totally
unfit fbr cavalry soldiers.

Again, in reference to the Loughbor-
ough troop of the 4th Provisional Regi-
ment of Cavalry, he said :-

"In their clothing and equipments, I regret
to say, I found many deficiencies."

In reporting upon the state of the
infantry in one district, the same
officer uses this emphatic language :-

"In making mny inspection I was sorry to
observe that in maany of the companies there
were ien deficierit in articles of uniform,
thereby giving an insoldierlike appearance
to the whole company."

In addition to these extracts, he
found that Brigade-Major Worsley in
his report said, in commenting upon
the uniform of one of the companies
in his district, that:

" The officers wore the uniforii of the 49th,
with civilian wide-awakes as a head-dress,
and the nien generally were without uniform."

Again, referring to No. 1 Company
of the 49th Battalion, he said:-

" Tiis conpany has actually, I an
informed, no uniform belonging to the coin-
pany, but that the officers had purchased
tules for then."

With respect to No. 3 Company of
the same Battalion, he said :-

" They had little uniform, giving au un-
soldierlike appearance."

Yet there was a report frorm the head
of the force in Canada, dated a month
later than the Deputy Adjutant-Gen-
eral's and Brigade-Major's reports,
declaring that he believed the com-

Xr. BowÎnL.

plaints in regard to clothing were not
correct; but, on the contrary, "that
the clothing was complete." Then he
found a strong and, he thouglit, a very
peculiar report made by this new
Brigade-Major, Lieut.-Col. T. W. Wors-
ley; it was, to say the least of it, a
unique military document, the most
peculiar he ever read as emanating
from the brain of a military officer.
iHe commenced in this singular way:

"It is with regret that the duty of naking
up the inspection reports of corps in the
Military District No. 3 bas devolved on mne,
owing to vouîr severe illness, which I trust
willtoon be at an end."

Whether the regret is on account of
having to perform thi's extra labour,
or at the illness of his superior officer,
is not very clear, and what kind of an
eud he trusts the iliness will terminate
in is still less clear, though charitably
i t is to be hoped that a speedy recovery
was hoped for, and not a vacancy for
promotion. Its ambiguity was charm-
ing, and its diction of a character not
to be envied or copied by others.
Speaking of the drill of 1376-77, this
offieer said:-

"I shall mnake a few renarks on the effect
the drill lias had this year in this district: It
bas kept companies togetiier, which is sone-
thing, and that is about all."

Again,-

"But this kind of knowledge is fast dying
ont in the district."

And then follows this statement:-

"Good instruction is wortn paying for, but
it by no ineans follows, because a man ias
been a non-commissioned officer in Her
Majesty's regular army, that he sbould be a
good instructor; it is quite a special gift, and
I have seen as good a one as I ever knew a
volunleer, but lie nust have practice, and
cone (to use the expression) fresh fron the
miiill in order to do his work effectually; he
is then a host in hinself."

This military phrase " a host in him-
self" was quite new to him, and he
dare say to most persons who had
served in the force. Regarding target
practice this officer reported :-

" I send you details of target practice; the
results are not what 1 could wislh. There
are, no doubt, in Canada some first-rate
marksnen, but they are few in numnber. To
shoot well with a rifle, a man must be taught,
or he ntmst take such pains with himiself, by
practice, to become a marksman, otherwise

e will be moré dangerous to his friends tban
his eneniies. At various times1 have çisited
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1he camps of instruction and watched the
Yractice, when the shooting was so bad that
an certain people would not credit it, but

the resuilts on paper would be good ; but I
find it eaqier to shoot on paper with a pen
with good results, than with a Snider at a
sniall target at 500 yards."

This was clearly a reflection on the
whole volunteer force, for, if it meant
anything, it meant that every officer
of the force to which Lieut.-Col.
Worsley referred had made a fllse
return of target practice. Falsehood
and deception were seriously charged ;
and Lieut.-Col. Worsley ought to be
compelled to substantiate them or be
sent adrift, and a more competent
officer put in his place. The report
continued:-

"I[ have nuch pleaure in informing you
ihat the arms and accoutrements in the 7th
Brigade Division are in a much better state
than they were, and I find that stopping
the allowance for care of arms in cases where
they are in a bad condition has a wonderful

ee~t."
In otber words, it was charged that,

if the officers did not receive a paltry
$40 a year for keeping the arms in
repair, they would allow them to get
into bad condition ; or that tbey
received the money and made false
reports concerning the condition of the
arms and accoutrements. If this
maatter was not serious, the last clause
night amuse. It was:-

"It has come to my knowledge that the
mùen mn many sompanies are not really legally
enrolled when they are called out for train-

If this was so, it was Lieut.-Col,
Worsley's duty to report the officers
and see that the men were properly
enrolled. Notwithstanding these
charges, and the deplorable state of the
force, as depicted by himself, ho
says:-

"Notwithstanding nany drawbacks, Ithink the niltia force here is now in betterorder than it ever was."
Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) : Howdoes he know it is ? It is the first

time he has inspected them.
Mr. BOWELL said he was not aware

of what this officer knew; but thought,
however, that he (Lieut.-Col. Worsley)

new very little about the question or t
Ye Ould not have made such a report.
et this was the officer placed in the i

force over the heads of older and more odesrving men.

Mr. MITCHELL: Ho was a pet.
Mr. BOWELL said, if Col. Worsley

was a pet, older and more efficient
oficers, who did know their duty, had
been got rid of in order to find a place
for him. Iewhat this officer reported
was true, they would have to go some-
where else for defenders of the country.
Ie did not hesitate to say that the
charges made against the force in
District No. 3 were not borne out by
the facts. H1e knew of cases, however,
in which men who should not have been
promoted had been placed over the
heads of those who should have received
promotion, and therefore the force was
not in as efficient a state as it was
many years ago. The force had not
been properly treated, for the Depart-
ment had refused to furnish the men
with ammunition for target practice.
The ammunition they had had in his
county they had bonght and paid for
out of their own pockets. Yet com-
plaint was made that the men have not
a better knowledge of the rifle. The
same complaint was made with regard
to "A" BatteryofArtillery; but Lieut.-
Col. Jackson gave the solution of this
difficulty in his report, when he said:-

" The want of a better knowledge of the
rifle is owing to the cost of anmmunition, and
many who would imake good shots are
deterred frorm taking part in tLe practice."

He believed the system pursued
lately, both in the treatment of the
officers of the staff; in promoting men
who had no claims, other than those of
a political character; and in the man-
agement of the men in the variou.s
districts, would soon so demoralize the
whole force as to render it not only
useless, but an expensive toy, kept
together more to furnish an excuse for
the extravagance at head-quarters than
for any good purpose; and if the sys-
tem were not changed it would not be
ong befbre there would be neither
officers nor men in the force in any part
of the Dominion.

Mr. MO-NTEITH said that Colonel
Service, an able and worthy officer
with whom he had been acquainted for
wenty years, had been dismissed in
lis county, and he had no hesitation
n saying he believed that this officer
wed his dismissal to his having taken
part in his (Mr. Monteith's) election
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in 1874. Col, Service was superior to
many who had remained in the force,
and this officer had felt so bad over his
dismissal, that he (Mr. Service) not
mary months after died.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this poor
man had been utterly incapable of
doing any work. It was a matter of
charity to suffer hia to remain so long
in the force as was the case; Colonel
Service had no ability at all, latterly,
to serve.

Mr. MONTEITi said he sould
assure the First Minister that he had
lived in Stratford at the time, and that
lie never knew Col. Service to be in
the position stated.

Mr. CARON said he concurred com-
pletely with the hon, member for

orth Hastings, so far as this statement
with reference to the militia was con-
cerned. Political influence should have
nothing whatever to do with the selec-
tion of officers, who should be chosen
simply for their merit. Instead of
diminishing, this vote seemed to in-
crease year after year ; but he for one
would not object to it if they received
value for their money. It seemed to
him impossible to imagine that in
eight or twelve days men could be
drilled sufficiently to render tbem of
any great service to the country. He
had already erquired whether the Gov-
ernment intended to distribute among
the force the general orders published
in the official Gazette. He was told
that this was only now done to com-
manding officers and not to captains
and subalterns. If this were the case,
of course it was an inconvenience.
Under the late Government he be-
lieved these orders were freely
distributed to all officers in the
militia. Hle had also asked,
whether the Grovernment intended to
arm the dilferent rifle corps with the
short rifle and sword bayonet. He
did so because he was told that a couple
of companies in Montreal had been
provided with this important weapon.
If so, it should be equalty and generally
distributed. He understood that such
was the intention of the Government,
but he was not informed when they
intended to do so. le took it for

Mr. MoNTEiTIÎ.

granted that in military matters there
should be no preference to any one in.
dividual or to an y one corps. But he
was informed that this rule was not
carried out, and that some corps had
special privileges. For instance, one
corps, the Governor-General's Guards,
no doubt a most efficient corps, had
full dress uniform allowed for its
officers, whilst other corps were not
allowed the same privileges; the same
corps were also allowed very stylish
and expensive caps. This gave rise to
complaint on the part of other corps.
The 8th and 9th battalions of
Quebec, which lie thou.ght was
as fine a body of militiamen as any
in the country, were only served with
common woollen caps worth from 40 to
50 cents. It seemed to him as an act
of justice that every malitiaman should
receive exactly the saine privileges at
the hands of the Government. is
attention had also been drawn to
another fact, which it seened inipos-
sible to explain. He was told that an
application had been made to re-orga-
nize Company 6 of the Sth Battalion of
Quebec, which ivas refused. Just
about that time the 5th Fusiliers of
Montreal sent in la similar application,
which was granted. He could not sec
why this difference should be made,
Quebec also was not allowed propor-
tionately the same strength as other
cities, as would be seen by the follow-
ing figures, nor was the strength
generally proportionate.

Montreal:

N.C. Officers
and mlen.

Field Battery.................... 75
Garrison Artillery..............230
Engineers ......................
1st Prince of Wale's Rifles........ 252
Victoria Rifles ............. ...... 255
6th Hochelaga Infantry........., 256
5th Royal Fusileers ....... ..... 256
65th Montreal Royal Tifles... 242

Total.......... 1,599

Toronto :

Garrison Artillery...... ......... 39
lOth Royals (Infantry), 10 Comup's 404
Field Battery ........... ........ 75
Queen's Own Rifles .............. 400
Governor General'a B dy Guard.. 3

Total........... 943
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Halifax:
N.C. Officers

and Mn.

Field Battery ................... 81
lot Brigade Artillery ............ 224
2ud " " ............ 236
63rd Rifles...................... 252
66th Rifles...................... 336

Total.......... 1,129

St. John, N.B.:

Artillery .......................
Engineer ...... ...........
62nd Regiment..................

Total..........

Quebec:

Field Battery..............
8th Battalion ...................
9th " .. ................
Cavalry........................

Total............

202
38

224

464

79
210
294
80

659

Halifax, with a population of about
half, and Toronto about the same, have
each a force double in number to
Quebec; and St. John, -N.B., has an
almost equal force.

M-r. HIIGINBOTIIAM said he did
not think it was advisable for the hon.
member for North Perth (Mr. Mon-
teith), to have brought up the matter
of the removal of Col. Service. He
(Mr. Higinbotham) had served under
him five or six years and had no hesi-
tation in saying that he was perfectly
incapable of performing the duties of
his office.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he did
not often agree with the Government,
but there was one or two things that
he could agree with them. Maior
Worslev had been connected with the
Grand Trunk Brigade, which he had
kept in a very efficient condition ; in
fact, there was not a more efficient
brigade in the country. For reasons
best known to themselves, the Govern
ment had seen fit to do away with the
services of the brigade. Brigade-Major
Worsley was sent to Kingston to do
duty for the late Brigade-Major, and
he had been acting as Brigade-Major
there when this vacancy occurred. He
was senior to the other Brigade-Major
whose services had been dispensed
with, and on that account he had some
ground for consideration and, besides

that, he was a very efficient officer.
With regard to the other officer, Col.
Van Straubenzie, althougLi he was an
active supporter of the Government-
for which ho, perhaps, was appointed--
it could but be said that he was an
exceptionally fine officer. H1e had
served in Ier Ma.jesty army with dis-
tinction in various parts of the world,
and had been several years in this
country, His abilities and qualifica-
tions admirably fitted him for the po-
sition he held, and no doubt he would
be of service to the Departuent. But,
by the report of the Major-General it
would appear that there were many de-
focts in the present system. It was
stated in the report ihat four days'
driil was totally insufficient to give
the men soldierly habits. The cloth-
ing was very bad. Being of serge and
of very bad quality, it would not last
the time it was supposed to wear--threc
years. The Governiment should direct
their attention to the training of non-
commissioned officers, without which
tiere could not be an efficient service.

Mr. BROWN said the hon. member
for Frontenac (.Mr. K•iirkpatrick) had
made some remarks which were un-
called for, and not borne out by the
f'acts. There was a powder magazine
at Belleville, and he made no complaint
about ammunition. As to the company
not being entitled to great coats, the re-
gulations said that a report must be
mad con the destruction ofa un iform,but
where a company was regularly enti-
tied to uniforms, there was no noces-
sity of making any statement. In Octo-
ber, 1866, the company received 51
great coats; in April, 1867, 14; and in
1872, 65; making a total of 130 in
seven years. The hon. gentleman
would have the Ilouse believe that 42
men received this number, but the fact
was, that the company formerly num-
bered 65, which made a considerable
differeiice. In regard to the drill pay,
he was of opinion that 50c. a day for
being at headquarters was useless, and
that it would be much botter to give
the Major-General and Staff leave of
absence. If he had been guilty of any
dereliction of duty, his conduet ought
to be inquired into in a proper manner,
and not made the subjeot of ne wspaper
articles.
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Mr. ORTON said he would have said

nothing on this subject had it not been
for the attack of the hon. member for
North Wellington (Mr. Higinbotham)
on the memory of a brother officer.
He considered that that officer was a
worthy man, and one who contributed
largely to the success of the volunteer
movement in Canada. The hon. mem-
ber had not had the same opportunities
for judging with reference to the dis-
charge of the duties of that oficer for a
number of years as he (Mr. Orton) had,
or he would not have taken the posi-
tion he did. lie had no hesitation in
saying that the remarks of the hon.
gentleman were not warranted by the
conduct of the officer.

Mr. HIIGINBOTHAM said he had
never stated a word in this House
which was capable of being impeached
as being untrue. Re stated that he
-served with the officer in question from
the first day that he entered the
service; indeed he belonged to the
service before the hon. gentleman
entered it ; and he said distinctly that
he could prove by the Adjutant-Gen-
eral at London that he was utterly in-
capable of discharging his duties four
years before he was dismissed. le
denied that he had made an unwar-
rantable attack. What he did was in
defence of the profession to which he
belonged, and in defence of the Gov-
ernment, on whom an attack had been
made.

Mr. MONTEITH said the officer
was efficient, and, he believed, had
been discharged on political grounds
and not for inefficiency.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had no
hesitation in saying it was for gross
inefficiency, incapacity and drunken-
ness.

Mr. TROW said he had been
acquainted with the gentleman as long
as the hon. member for .North Perth
(Mr. Monteith), and while not aware
as to his inefficiency, he knew that the
,officer lad become so demoralised that
his usefulness had been impaired for
many years.

Mr. MITCHELL said that whatever
,might have been the faults of the officer,
the remarks made by the hon. the
Premier were quite uncalled for. He

Mr. BROwN.

thought that Men the force was
reduced the most able and experienced
officers should be retained, and le,
therefore, asked for explanations in
regard to the removal of Cols. McCulley
and Inches. Col. McCulley had long
been connected with the force, was a
sober man, and no ene in the community
was more ready to defend the country
than he. Col. McCulleyhad, however,
supported him (Mr. Mitchell) in
election contests, and that, he feared,
was the reason of the renioval of the
officer. Col. Inches was a first rate
officer, who had devoted much time to
the organization of the fo'rce. While
those officers had been removed, Major
MeShane, who lad been appointed only
four months before, was retained. ln
regard to the militia force, General
Smythe had reported that the grant
would have to be largely increased in
order to have the present force in a
state of efficiency. He (Mr. Mitchell)
did not, however, believe the country
was prepared to increase the estimates
under that head beyond the amount of
last year. He objected to the expendi-
ture involved by Col. Ross and General
Smythe in making trips across the
continent.

Mr. GILLMOR said that Col.
Inches, who was one of his constituents,
had opposed him at the last
election. He was not aware that the
officer was to be removed on
that account, and he (Mr. Gillmor),
being a supporter of the Government,
would no doubt have been consulted
if any such step had been proposed.
He would not have consented to his
removal, and while political opponents,
they were very good friends. He did
not believe that this officer, who was
undoubtedly very efficient, was re-
moved for politicalreasons.

Mr. VAIL said he had listened with
a great deal of attention to the
remarks which had fallen from the
hon. gentlemen, particularly those who
were military men, and from the hon.
member for North Hastings. In the
first place, he was curious to know
what the hon. member (Mr. Bowell)
would say with regard to these
removals, because he (Mr. Bowell) had
last year suggested this reduction in,
the Brigade staff. He had not, how-
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ever, expected that h e could satisfythe
hob . gentleman, even if, he comphed
with the hon. gentleman's request.
Last year the Ilansard stated -

" Mr. BOWELL said he was not a little
gratified on reading the report of tLe Major
General dealing with this particular branch
of the service. When t he ill was iutroduced
in 1868, he (Mr. Bowell) took exception to
the clause which provided for the al point-
meat of so many staff officers, and moved
several amendments which had the support
of the hon. gentlemen who now occupied the
Treasury Benches. At that time he had
declared that the staff was 'useless,' for
which he had brouglit down upon himself
the condenmation of a former Adjutant-
General, who went so far as to demand his
(Mr. Bowell's) dismissal from the force for
darpg to give expreesion to suoh views in
the louse. ie was the more gratified there-
fore, to find so eminent a sol fier as the pres-
ent Major-General, after a couple of years
experience in Canada, using still stronger
language in reference to this staff. Now, did
it not prove that he (Mr. Bowell) was riglit ?
He had hoped when the prese t Government
found themselves in power they would carry
out their professions when in Opposition, and
reduce this D.seless and expensive staff. Every
year the cost of it was increasing. At the
presert time, taking the staff in Ottawa and
aànd the outside staff, it cost the country
nearly $100,000. In 1873-4 it amounted to
$90,480 ; it was now about $99,640, showing
an increase of about $9,000, owing to the fact
that there were two or three men to do the
work of one nearly in every ottice."

He (Mr. Vail) afterwards referred to
the remarks of the hon. member (Mr.
Bowell), and asked if he took this
ground with regard to the different
officers of the Department in Ottawa,
and the hon. gentleman had given him
to understand that ho alluded to the
outside staff. The hon. gentleman also
said:-

" There was a reduction of half a million
in the Estimates for the Militia this year; but
it was not of a permanent character, being
only for clothing, drill and other items which
might be added again next year."

Under these circumstanees, ho had
been curious to know what the hon.
gentleman would say on this occasion.
He denied, most emphatically, that
anything of a political nature had
been considered in the removal of the
Brigade Staff, which was entirely done
on the representations and report of
the Major-General. Until he had now
learned the politics of one or two of
these officers, he had not known, with
one exception, what thoir politices
'were,.

Mr. BOWELL: Who was that?

Mr. VAll said this was Major Han-
son to whom reference was made. He
was aware of this gentlemans polities,
because several gentlemen friends of
the Goveriiment, and one or two mem-
bers of the Government, had pl'aded
very strongly that this officer should
be retained in his position. He had
replied that this could not be permitted;
that they were acting on the Major-
(General's report, and that, notwith-
standing the fact that this officer was
a friend of theirs, he niust be removed
with the rest. The hon. member for
North Hastings had referred to the
removal of Major Smith of Cobourg.
He found that Major Worsley was
appointed December 22nd, 1870; and
Major Smith, January 12th, 1872, two
years later. Ie lad not read the re-
port of the Major-General in this
regard, because it was to some extent
confidential, and it would be highly
improper to read the report respecting
the efficiency or non-efficiency of these
officers. Had ho chosen to have done
so, however, ho could have shown the
hon. member for North Perth (Mr.
Monteith) that the gentleman ho had
referred to, had been reported to him
as being quite inefficient. He had not
a word to say against Major Smith,
who, ho believed, was an efficient
officer; but it ha ned that the head-
quarters were at ingston, and Major
Worsley, who had previously held the
position of Brigade-Major at Kingston,
being reported a good and expeiencecd
officer, was retained for the reasons
given by the Major-General, and Major
Smith had to be removed. Major
Worsley was appointed an officer on
the staff, in the Grand Trunk Brigade,
in 1870. In the next district, No. 6,
the Major-General reported:-"2,800
men; one Brigade Major to be retain-
ed, and two to be reduced-L.-Col.
Bianson and Lt.-Col.DeBellefeuille,both
of seven years service,'and both had
very little to do." This was a private
report, so far as it belonged to the
Department. He would hand it to the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Bowell) if he
wished to see it. On this report he
had framed an Order in Council, which
passed, removing both the officers
named from their positions..
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Mr. MASSON: Do you say that Mr,
Hanson only served seven years as
Brigade-Major?

Mr. VAIL: Yes.
Mr. MASSON: He was Brigade-

Major when I was, and that was botore
1867.

Mr. VAIL: I think that the report
is correct. I give it as an authority.

Mr. BOWELL: His figures are not
in accordance with the return laid on
the table.

Mr. MASSON: If the rest is as reli-
able as that statement, it is bad enough.

Mr. VAIL said he found that Major
Hanon was appointed November 17th,
1872. The only change made in Que-
bec was to appoint a Brigade-Major to
the Deputy Adjutant-General's place.
In No. 8 District, Col. McCulley lived
in one extremity of the Province
(N.B.) while Col. Inches lived in the
other extremity, while the headquar-
ters were in Fredericton, in the centre
of the Province. Mr. McCulley was
75 years of age ; and regarding himn
the Major-General reported that he
(Mr. McCulley) was aged and ineffi-
cient. The Major-General reported two
to be reduced, Lieut.-Col. McCulley
and Lieut.-Col. Inches. Before the
latter was notified of the change that
was to be made, he (Mr. Vail) thought
that he sent in his resignation. Never-
theless, this officer was allowed four-
teen months pay.

Mr. MITCHELL said that Lieut.-
Col. Maiunsell reported in this relation
as follows:--

' On the 2nd June last a reduction of the
.Brigade Staff of the imilitia having been
ordered, the services of the following officers
of this District, who were permitted to retain
their rank on retireient, were dispensed with,
viz: Lieut.-Col. J. A Inches, Brigade Major
1st Division ; Lieut.-Col. C. lMcCulley,
Brigade-Major 3rd Division."

" As to the retirement of Lieut.-Col. Inches
-in expressing mny sincere regret that such a
step has been deened necessary, I think it due
to that officer to 'repeat that which I have
already stated officially with respect to his
services:-

" 9th February, 1875. 'Fron the period-
early in 1866-w~hen he commanded a force
of Volunteer Militia at St. Stephen, at the
threatened Fenian invasion (for which his
services were acknowledged in a special man-
ner by the then Commander in Chief, Hon.
A. Gordon) to the present time there has

Mr. VAIL.

Supply.

scarcely been an annual report subnitted in
which the force in the lst Brigade Division,
in Lieut.-Col. Inches charge, has lot been
commended both as regards its complete
numerical strength, and iLs efficiency, and it
may be observed in my annual report for 1874,
as well as that of 1875, that I took occasion
at the breaking up of the camps in his
Brigade Division, at St. Andrews, to advert
in. my brigade orders to the satisfactory state
of efficiency of the force, and I subsequently
reported favourably thereon, as 'reflecting
high credit upon the Brigade-Major and
oi cers commanding corps.'

Lieut.-Col. McCulley had also served long
in the Militia force, and as President of the
Northumberland County Rifle Association,
took much interestin rifle practice, He did his
best, moreover, for the good of the force.
Under the new regire-with reduced staif
(althougli this District extends over a large
area, and corps are in many instances widely
separated) with zeal and activity on the part
of the Brigade-Major, with prompitude and
alacrity on the part of the District Paymaster
and Storekeeper, and with forethought and
intelligence on the part of officers command-
ing corps in the discharge of their important
duties, respectively, I entertain no doubt that
the duties of this District will be as correctly

erformed in the future as I assume they bave
een in the past.
"I And here I must express my acknow-

ledgments to the Staff and to officers con-
manding corps for the valuable support and
assistance they have invariably accorded me
in the disarge of my duties as Deputy
.Adju tant- General."

It struck him (Mr. Nitchell) that
Lieut.-Col Beers liad been appointed
Deputy Adjutant-Gene -al ; what had
become of this officer Y

Mr. VAIL : That was only a tom-
porary appointment.

Mr. MITCHELL : I will tell yOU
the rumour down our way. It is said
he was appointed because a certain
gentieman, a member of the iuse,
desired the appointment, and very
probably claimed a share of the pat-
ronage. He is a first-class officer, bat
he did not suit the Minister of Miarine
and Fisheries, and the member had to
give way to the Minister, consequently
Mr. Beers after being gazettec had to
retire, and step down and out, and Mr.
McShane received the position.

Mr. VAIL : The hon. gentleman is
mistaken; Mr.Beor was never gazetted.

Mr. DOMVILLE: He received his
appoin tment.

Ml.VAIL said Lieut.-Col.Beers might
have had some little encouragement,
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but he feit quite safe in saying that this
officer was never gazetted. He was
not aware of the politics of Col. Beers
and Col. MeShane. This point was not
taken into consideration, but Col.
McShane was reported to be a very
good officer.

Mr. MITCHELL: He is a very good
officer.

Mr. VAIL said that the clothing,
now served out, as he had stated two
year'z' ago, was taken on trial. It had
not, however, given the satisfaction
hoped for, and it vas just possible that
they inight go back to the old system.
Ever since the formation of the volun-
teer force-anid certainly since he took
office-aimmunition had only been kept
ut district headquarters. It was not
possible to distribute it about through
the country. This would lead to its
destruction iii the first place, and, in
the next place, it would cost a good
deal to have it properly taken care of.
He niade this remark with reference
to reports in the newspapers as to what
had taken place at Belleville last
winter. Complaint was already made
as to the expense of the outside force.

Mr. BOWELL: 1 never complained,
as the hon. gentlemen well knows, of
expense with regard to the men.

Mr. VAIL said the hon member for
Quebec -,tated, he was one of those who
did not find fault with the money
spent on the militia, as a rule; the only
complaint made referred to the cost of
the Departinent. It was impossible to
make the men efficient unless a very
large sum et money was expended.
General orders were forwarded fron
the Departmient to staff officers of
battalions, and captains of companies
belonging to battalions. Officers of
isolated conpanies were not fuirnished
with them unless they contained some
change in tmat connection. The Ad-
jutant-Generxal nformed him that they
Were invariably sent to commanders
of comnpanies. They had tried every
possible means not to increase, but
to reduce the force where it
cild be done without injury.
When the Royals of Montreal made
the application mentioned. a year
before the Stadacona Rifle Com-
Pany applied, a peculiar state of things

existed in Montreal. This was about
the time the volunteers there were
called out; and it was thouglht that
the force in Montreal was probably
rather short, and that it would be
advisable to allow that corps to take
its place on the roll. With reference
to the numberof militia at lalifax and
St. John, it would be found that
nearly all the volunteer forces of the
Lower Provinces were situated in
these cities, there being more men
who enrolled there, ut the inception of
the movement, than in the outlying
districts. Quebec, he thought, had its
fidi quota, when his hon. friend con-
sidered there was a batterv there.
That eity was pretty well taken care
of. The Foot Guards at Ottawa were
not treated, so far as he was aware of,
better than outside corps. The officers
paid for their own uniforms.
The men were furnislied with little
better caps, but this scemed to be
absolutely necessary. They were
at headquarters, and wore a peculiar
kind of uniforn. and had to wear an
appropriate cap. As to the want of
clothing referred to by the hon. mem-
ber for West 1astings (Mi. Brown), lie
was satisfied that the renewal had
regularly been made in that district.
He believed that some of the officers
purchased their uniforms in preference
to using those furnished.

Mr. BROWN said the men lad not
obtained their renewal of clothing, be-
cause, as vas alleged, application had
not been made.

Mr. VAIL said one reason why the
clothing did not last the full time was
that some of the men used it in their
ordinary work.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONAL D asked
whether the Government had any inten-
tion to establish free military schools,
as recommended by the NLjor-General
in command.

Mr. VAIL said the Major-General in
command had made this recommenda-
tion three times, but it was a mnatter
which ho (Mr. Vail) did not think the
country would agree to, as it was
feared it was but the commencement
of what might grow to be a standing
army.
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Mr. CARON enquired whether any
special allowance had been madeto the
Guards at Ottawa. le understood that
there had been.

Mr. VAIL said a certain amount had
been paid to the officers, which they
claimed in consequence of a change in
their uniform, made jast before the pre-
sent Government took office.

Mr. BOWELL said this change was
made during the present Government's
incumbenley of office.

Mr. PL UMB asked whether the drill
buildings at Niagara, which were in a
very dilapidated condition, were going
to be refitted and rebuilt.

Mr. VAIL replied that this was a
matter for the Public Werks Depart-
ment. Whenever the military authori-
ties, in a certain district, represented
that new buildings were necessary, or
that the old ones needed repairing, the
Department of Militia reported to the
Department of Public Works, which
was then responsible. No such repre-
sentations had been made in the
present case.

Mr. DOMVILLE referred to the
case of Brigade-Major Beers. That
officer had the influence of the Minister
of Customs and the Minister of Militia,
and received letters notifying him to
take up the position. Nevertheless,
without any cause, Col. McShane was
appointed to his place, in order, per-
haps, to please some other member of
the Cabinet.

Mr. VAIL said Major Beers was only
appointed termporarily.

Mr. DOMVILLE: I deny it.

Mr. VAIL said he had no further
information to give.

Mr. BOWELL called attention to
the inaccuracies of the returns, or else
of the statements of the Minister of
Militia. That hon. geutleman had told
tb' House that Col. Hanaon was ap-
p inted Brigade-Major on the 17th

ovember, 1862, which wonld show
that, up to the time he was removed,
he had been Brigade-Major 14 years.
But the return brought down stated
that he had only been Brigado-Major
for five years, eleven months and thir-
teen days; his appoizàtment taking
place on the 19th Jaiuanry, 1869. Col.

Mi. TAIL.

Hanson's name was a familiair
one, and it was strange that
there should be this inaccuracy.
There must have been some reason for
that. The reason for Col. McCullough',
removal was his age, but there was no
reason why Col. Inches should have
been dismissed and another gentleman
appointed in his place. He wa,
anxious to know what deduction the
hon. the Minister of Militia was going
to draw from his (Mr. Bowell's) re-
marks of last year. What he said then
was in accordance with what he said
in previous years, and with the position
lhe was now taking. -He did not con-
plain of the reduction of the staff, but
of the manner in which it had been ef-
fected. He would like to ask the hon.
the Prime Minister if the recommend-
ations of the Major General were not
only considered and acted upon in all
those cases.

Mr. MACKENZIE : I am sure I can-
not tell.

Mr. BOWELL: I understood the
hon. gentleman to state that suoh was
that practice.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Oh, no.
Mr. BOWELL said it would appear

from the report that the reconmmenda-
tions of the Major General had not
been carried out. They had no ex-
planation why the Hon. L. Aylmer,
who had served little over a year, was
retained, and Col. Hanson, who was
equally efficient, and had been in the
service turteen years, was dismissed.

Mr. VAIL said the reason for Mr.
Aylmer's retontion was because he
was the only Brigade Major in the
district. Action iii a good many in-
stances was taken on the recommenda-
tion of Major General Smythe.

Mr. ROSS (Prince IEdward) said
there had been a great deal of discus-
sion about the offeers, but he thought
the men ought to be looked after first.
The payment of 50c. a day without
rations was enough to demoralize the
fore. It would be better to keep I
sinaller foree and have the men wall
drilled and reaeonably remunerated,
than to support 4,000 under the pre-
sent system. Re would advise tht
hon. the Minister of Militia to retaix
the old effieers if they were efficient.

[GOMMONS.] sUpply.
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The Duke of Wellington was Com-
mander-in-Chief until he was 80 years
old. What arrangements were to be
carried out in regard to dr4 Il this year?

Mr. VAIL said the present intention
was to drill 20,000. The artillery,
cavalry and infantry would be drilled
twelve days. When the reduction was
made last year, they hoped it would
only be temporary. The hon. the
Finance Minister had this year granted
an additional $30,000, and if they were
able to aford more money in the
future, they would drill more men.
His own opinion was that the force
would have Io be reduoed in the future,
as he did not think the country would
grant the money to drill the whole
43,000 men.

Mr. MASSON said if we could not
maintain the 43,000 efficiently, the
advice of the Major-General should be
followed and have fewer men drilled
well. In his opinien it was an absur-
dity to drill the cavalryJmen for eight
days and expect them to become profi-
cient, it took longer than that for the
horses to become accustomed to their
work. Even twelve days were not
enough, nor could the artillery be
expected to learn much in that short
period. He congratulated the hon. the

inister of Militia on the determina-
tion he had formed. The Government
were not expected to give more men
than wore required, but they were
bound to make the force that was
maintained efficient. The great mis-
take in the Belleville affair was owing
to tkere not being ammunition at
headquarters; it was nothing to keep a
few barrel3 of ammunition at the head-
quparters of a battalion. Then, as to
thé great coats. In the good old time,
when he was a Brigade-Major, ho never
heard of volunteers going out in winter
without great coats. Those little
details should be attended if we wished
to make the servie equ41 to the
requirements of the country.

'Vote agreed to.

08. Allowances for drill in-
struiction ........... ... 40,000

Mr. BUNSTER said this waa a
large sam to devote to this purpose in
the present state of the country,
.speciaUy when it was desirable that

we should have the means for building
the Canadian Pacific Railway. lence,
ho, as a British Columbian, had a
right to object to the foolish expendi-
ture of monoy i this matter. He saw
that 8300,000 was asked for the
Mounted Police in the North-West
Territory. He would like to know
what they were worth. The bon. gen-
tleman said the Mounted Police were
required to protect the Indians. In
his (Mr. Bunster's) country two or
three constables handled them well.
He did net see that men who were
well off should get these large salaries
for doing nothing. General Smytàe
went across the country, and he
thought his trip was not worth the
money. Every contract made with
British Columbia had been laughed at,
and yet $966,956 was to be voted for
militia purposes He did not think
the country reccived value for that ex-
penditure. He would mueh rather see
a reasonable amount put down for mil-
itary instruction-say $25,000 or
$250,000 to run the whole machinery,
now costing a million.

Mr. MITCHELL: You had botter
go for half a million.

Mr. BUNSTER: No; half of half a
million; especially when the Govern-
ment says the raiIroad can only be
built as the resources of the country
allow.

Vote agreed to.
Ammunition... $40,000

64 Clothing........ 40,000 $12Ü0,000,
(Military stores. 40,600

65. Public armouries and care
of arms, including the pay
of store-keepers and care-
takers, steramen, and the
rents, fuel and light of pub-
lie armouries............ 52,000

66. Drill pay and all other
incidental expenses con-
nected with the drill and
training of the Militia. ... . 155,000
Mr. BOWZL said ho had boei

given to understand, that in the drill
last year, the officers in connection
with the Botteries, or with the Garri-
son Artillery, reeéived pay is accord-
auce with their rank, white te pay
given to the Infantry oefficers was a
certain allowanesper dïem, equal to one
dollar per day.
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Mr. VAIL said he believed the Gar-
rison Artillery were paid the same as
the others who drilled at head quar-
ters--$1 per day, but the Field Artil-
lery. who drilled in camp, received the
usua i allowance.

M;. BOWELL: But the Infantry
that drilled in camp that went out last
year ?

Mr. VAIL: There was no drill of
Infhntry in camp that I am aware of
ast year.

Vote a:/reed to.
ý67. Contingencies and general

service not otherwise pro-
vided for, including assis-
tance to Artillery and Rifle
Associations and bands of
efficient corps............ $45,000
Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked why

there was a reduction in this grant.
Mr. MITCHELL said the country

understood that the sooner the Rifle
Association business was wiped out
altogether the better.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he thought
it was right that there should be some-
thing said about this when the House
was fuller. He had always considered
it a good vote to promote practice with
the rifle. HIow nuch that was pro-
moted by the expedition to England
was a matter for discussion, and the
Government were quite prepared to
receive the views of mem bers, and to
be guided, to a great extent, by them.
It was the duty and the desire of the
Government to receive suggestions
from members of the House who were
intimately acquainted with the service
,and had studied the method best
adapted to create good firing in the
,country.

Mr. MASSON: Has not the Govern-
ment already decided the matter by
this reduction ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: No; we desire
to invite discussion.

Vote agreed to.
68. Drill - sheds and rifle

ranges................ 10,000
69. Oare and maintenance of

military properties trans-
ferred from tne 0-dnance
and the Imperial Govern-
ment, including rents. .... 10,000

Mr. BOwZLL.

Mr. MITCHELL said a lot of land
had been given in the town of New-
castle for a drill-shed, and it had nover
been built.

Mr. VAIL: We will consider it.
Mr. BUNSTER asked if a drill-shed

was to be built at Nanaimo this year,
Mr. VAIL: We are not sufficiently

informed on that point, whether there
are sufficient volunteers and whether
they are entitled to it.

Vote agreed to.
Resolutions ordered to be reported.
flouse resunied.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
Twenty minutes after

Two o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, Ilth April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at I'hree
o'clock.

IMPROVEMENT OF THE MIRA-
MICHI RIVER.

QUESTIONS.

Mr. MITCHELL asked whether it
was the intention of the Government
to continue during the present season
the improvement of the navigation of
the south-west branch of the Miramichi
River.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is not the
intention of the Government to do any-
thing there.

Mr. MITCHELL asked whether it
was the intention of the Government
to continue the improvements com-
menced on the Horse Shoe Bar at the
entrance of the Miramichi River with
the Government steam dredge, and
resume operations on that work at the
opening of navigation, or how soon
thereafter.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Not for about a
year thereafter, I think. Our informa-
tion is that vossels frequenting the
river can obtain entrance without very
serions difficultyat present, while other
places on the coast require improve.
ment more than this.

M3iramtichi River.(COMMO'NS.]
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Mr. MITCHLELL: The iinprove-
ments, I presume, will be continued the
year after.

. r. MACKENZ[E: I presume so.

APPOINTMENT OF HARBOUR
COMMISSIONERS.

QUESTION.

Mr. CHEVAL asked, whether it was
the intention of the Government so to
amend the Act respecting the appoint-
ment of Harbour Commissioners, as to
provide that no shareholder of aay
navigation company should be eligible
or should be appointed as a member of
any Harbour Commission.

Mr. SMITHil (Westmoreland) : It
is not the intention of the Government
to amend the law in that respect. In
fact, I never heard of any difficulty
before.

SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS.

QUESTION.

Mr. DEWDNEY asked whether the
claims made by Mr. Seeley, Mr. J. Gal-
braith and Mr. J. C. Haynes have been
settled according to the recommenda-
tions made by Mr. T. C. Dupont, the
Inspector appointed to report as to the
justness of those claims. If not, what
was the reason of such delay.

Mr. BURPEE replied, that Mr.
Seeley's claim bad not been settled
yet. The belief was that it was wholly
unauthorized, and they did not know
whether all the articles were there or
not, and had to wait for further infor-
mation. Mr. Galbraith's claim had
been settled by the return of some of
the articles furnished by him, and the
balance was paid over. Mr. Haynes'
claim was a very large amount for
building purposes and was wholly
unauthorized.

PORT COLBORNE HARBOUIR
MASTER.

QUESTION.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALID asked,
lst. The name of the Harbour Mas-
ter at Port Colborne; the date of his
appointment, and the amount of his
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salary ? 2nd. Whethcr it was a new
appointment ? 3rd. Whether the De-
partment of Marine and Pisheries was
not informed that the Hlabour Master
was the prorpietor of a steam tug or
steam tags at the time of his appoint-
ment ?

Mr. MACKENZIE replied that the
information was not in the Depart-
ment of the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, and he bad not receivod suf-
ficient intimation of the question to
give the desired information. His im-
pression was that there were some
private letters in his Department stat-
ing that the Harbour Master (Mr.
Carter) was an owner of tugs, and
there was also a letter from the gen-
tleman denying the fact. The duties
of the Harbour Master at Port Col-
borne were chiefly connected with the
canal, and there was no ordiuary har-
bour duty. He would bring down an
exact statement when the vote for
canals was reached.

NEWSPAPER POSTAGE.

QUESTION.

Mr. TROW asked, whether it was
the intention of the Government to
abolish the collection of postage from
the publishers of newspapers in the
city, town and county of publication ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: The Postmaster-
General is not able to attend to-day,
being unwell; but I think there is no
intention to abolish the postage collec-
tion at the present time.

DISMISSAL OF ARNPRIOR SLIDE-
MASTER.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr.WHITE (North ]Renfrew) moved
for copies of all correspondence and
papers relating to the dismissal of John
Harvey from the position of Slide-
master at the village of Arnprior.
He said the gentleman referred to in
this motion had occupied the position
of slide-master, having charge of cer-
tain works on the Madawaska River,
in the vicinity of Arnprior, for twenty
years. During that time, he appeared
to have discharged his duties in a
manner satisfactory to those who were
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.engaged in trade on that river. It was
true thaît, in the year 1871, the boom
at the mouth of the Madawaska broke,
and certain timber contained therein
becane scattered. It was alleged, by
those interested, that the breaking of
that boom was caused by the neglect
of Mr. Harvey; and application was
made to the Government for compen-
sation for the loss or damage sustained
by the persons who owned the timber
in the boom at the finie of its breakng.
'The case of' one of the parties, Mr.
Rochester, was referred to the Domin-
ion Arbitrators, and, in 1873, evidence
wastaken Lefore them,and theirdecision
was adverse to the claim oftthat gentle-
unan. It was con tended by Mr.Rochester
and his friends that the decision of the
arbitrators was unjust and partial, and
vas biased by their political proclivi-

ties and affinities. Ie (Mr. White)
miglit say that that decision was made
-during the tenure of office of the hon.
gentleman who now led the Opposition.
After the present Administration
attained office. and the personnel of the
arbitrators was changed, two gentle-
men on the Board having been replaced
by nominiees of this Government, the
question was brought before them
again,and the decision given in1873 was
contirmed. There was, therefore, lie
thought, very strong evidence that the
breakage of that boom was not caused
by negligence on the part of the officer
,of the Department. He had fnot had
an opportunity of looking at the evi-
dence, but it seemed quite clear that, if
the loss these gentlemen sustained was
caused by the negligence of an officer
of the Department,compensation would
have been grantcd them by the Do-
minion arbitrators, and the Depart-
ment would have been held liable.
Not oilv that, but, when itwas known
that Mi. Harvey was about to be dis-
missed in April last, a petition was
ient to the Minister of Public Works
praying that he should continue him
in the office lie bad occupied for so
long a tire, and expressing regret that
he was about to be dismissed. Although
he had discharged his duti4s honestly
and faithfully, it was his misfortune to
be a Consorvative, and also to be open
and fran k in the avowal of his political
opinions, and, during the election con-
.tests in South Renfrew since 1872, Mr.

ir. WHiTE.

Harvey had always, he believed, been
consistently opposed to the hon. mem-
ber for that Riding (Mr. McDougall).
It had been stated, and he (Mr. White)
nelieved could not be denied, that it
was at the suggestion of the hon.
member for South Renfrew that the dis-
missal had taken place. Mr. Harveyhad
occupied the position for twenty years,
and up to the 21st April last had
received no intimation that the Depart-
ment was dissatisfied with his conduet.
On that day he received a letter fron
the Department of Public Works,
stating that his services were no longer
required. No reason was given for
his dismissal, and no charge, as le
(Mr. White) understood, was brought
against him by any person. If he was
correctly informed, certain deputations
also waited upou the Minister of Public
Works to endeavotr to get Mr. Har-
vey -einstated in his position, and the
Minister stated that the reason for his
dismissal was that lie had spoken
disrespectfuhlly of the Govern ment and
the Minister of Public Works. lie
made this stateinent subject to cor-
rection, and hoped, if he was inaceu-
rate, the Minister would correct hini.
The gentleman who was ap)ointed to
succeed Mr. Ilarvey in the position of
slidemaster, was a gentleman against
whom lie (Mr. White) had nothing
whatever to say. Ie had no doubt le
discharged his duly faithfully and
properly, but he bad been, and now
was, engaged in the lumber trade upon
the River Madawaska; and it seenied
to him that it was *not in the publie
interest that a gentleman, whose
private interests might confliet witlh
the interests of those he served, should
be appointed to the position Mr. Mac-
donald now held at Arnprior. Ie
hoped, if there was any correspondence
in this matter, it would be brought
down to show the real reasons for Mr.
Harvey's dismissal.

Mr. Mc DOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said the motion of his hon. friend.
though apparently aimed against the
Government, and although he had 110
accusation to make in this regard
against his hon. friend personally, yet
he had no (toubt that it was put in his
hon. friend's hands to injure himself
(Mr. McDougall) personally. A good
deal of talk had taken place in his coni-
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stituency about this matter, and they
.all knew it was much more easy to
cause exciteient and interest in a
#mall matter of this kind, in any
part of the country, than in ques-
tions of much greater importance. At
the same time, he could say he had not
been aetuated by any mean, tyrannical
spirit towards a political opponent in
doing the little ho had done in connec-
tion with Mir. Harvey's ceasing to act
for the Government at Arnprior. Had
ho done so, he would have been justly
open to the censure of every right-
thinking man. He was glad that the
hon. gentleman had taken this course,
as his conduet had been free from any-
thing like injustice towards any
person. His lion. friend said that Mr.
Harvey had been dismissed from office;
but this he denied. Mr. Harvey had
for vears acted for the Government at
Arnprior, but was only employed by
the day and temporarily, on his own
account and in his own interest. Lad
Mr. Harvey beei engaged by the year
lie would have been prevented from
taking contracts under the Govern-
ment, lis chief source of livelihood.
Although Mr. Merrill, the Super inten-
dent of the Ottawa works, had often
sugg-ested to this person that he should
make application for permanent em-
ploynent, lie had not done so for the
reason stated, and surely, under these
circuinstances, a man should not lay
claim to be continued in office as a
Permanent employé could have done.
le did not say that because he vas an
open opponent of the Government, Mr.
Hlarvey should have been dismissed,
but he believed that this person
had so acted, not because lie wished
to uphold the views of the Op-
position, but- because he thought
that,by taking this course, the Govern-
ment would be afraid to dismiss him
f'om office. Opposition to the Govern-
ment shouldnot be made a cloak for
every sin Mr. Harvey had committed
i' the discharge of his duties as slide-
master. What the Premier might
have said with reference to the reasons
for disraissing M. Harvey did not
atleet him (Mr. Macdougall) personally.
hIe First Minister could defend his

own course in this matter. He had
drawn the attention of the Premier to
the matter.

soi

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Hear,
hear.

Mr. McDOUÇ4ALL: Oh, no doubt.
He would not shirk any portion of his
responsibility. He had informed the
First Minister of the fact that Mr.
Harvey, according to sworn evidence,
had neglected his duty, and that he
was the means of having persons, many
of whom were strong opponents of the
Goverument, lose a laig e amount of
money. Moreover, he had the testi-
mony of the Hon. James Skead, to the
effect that Mr. Harvey had formerly
been suspended, owing to neglect of his
duties. and this was done by that per-
son's political friends. This was con-
firmative evidence showing that there
there wma reason why attention should
be drawn to such neglect of duty. He
had the evidence taken befor'e the
arbitrators in this matter. Mr. Sned-
den, a well-kn.own and respectable
gentleman, testified before them: that
lie knew Mr. Harvey, the slidemaster,
at Arnprior, who was in Ottawa when
the boom broke; that lie and Mr. Har-
vey came down to Ottawa on the
Wednesday or Thursday of the week
preceding the breaking of the boom
that lie returned homo on that Satur-
day the boom broke; that he returned
to Ottawa on the following Tueday
morning, when lie saw Harvey at Mr.
Graham's hotel ; that he asked Harvey
if he had heard the boom was broken,
and Harvey said yes; that Harvey had
the appearance of having been on the
spree, and that he (Harvey) was under
the influence of liquor at the time, and
that he did not see Harvey driaking.
This showed how Harvey had attended
to his duty as slidemaster at the time.
The losses occasioned by the breaking
of the boom had e9ceeded $10,000.
This was pretty strong evidence to
show that such a person ought not be
continued in his office. Harvey had left
Arnprior when the water was at its
height, and had been warned by per-
sous interested as to the pi ecautions
that should be taken, and had not only
neglected to take them, but also came
to Ottawa where he was whenl the
breakage took place.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: When
was that ?
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Mr. McDOUGALL: It was in 1811
or 1872.

Mr. WHITE(North Renfrew): When
was the evidence taken ?

Mr. Mc [)OUGALL said the late
Government perhaps would not have
been eager to draw attention to the
matter, but this information was
given before the arbitrators to
whom the matter was referred a
second time. The person who had
committed the wrong had no cause to
complain because the punishment was
not as speedy as it ought to have been.
Hon. Mr. Skead testified that Harvey
had been suspended from bis functions
as slidemaster some years previously;
and that although a sufferer by the
accident which caused that suspension,
he was one of the first to solicit Mr.
Merrill to reinstate him.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Hear, hear.

Mr. McDOUGALL: Oh, yes; they
all knew very well that when any
officer was suspended there was always
pressure brought to bear in so many
forms to secure re-instatement. His
hon. friend said the decision of the
arbitrators was adverse to these claims
against the Government; but the rea-
sons for this decision were not known,
and the Government might occupy a
different position to other persons in
these matters. He would not im-
pugn the soundness of this decision or
the motives of the arbitrators; but he
did say that whatever this cecision was,
it did not rebut the evidence taken
before them with respect to Harvey's
conduct and neglect of duty; and this
was before them. Any one could
tell whether it was right and
proper for an officer in Mr.
Harvey's position to have acted as he
had done. Iis hon. friend said a
petition was sent to the Government,
asking that Mr. Harvey should be re-
instated, but they all knew how easy
it was to get signatures to petitions,
especially when the signers had no
interests at stake. He thought that
fully half of the names on this peti-
tion were those of men who had no
interest in the business on the river.
Even if most of them had been so
interested they knew it was very easy
to secure signatures to such petitions.

Sir JoHN . MACDONALD.

His hon. friend seemed to think that,_
as a political move, this was a good
thing for him to have done; but
the removal of a person from office in
a constituency, rendered the man, if
a political opponent, a personal enemy,
whose friends also espoused his cause,
and while the man who obtained the
place vacated was, perhaps. satisfied,
the 99 out of the 100 applicants who
were unsuccessful were dissatisfied.
The new officer would also soon pro-
bably become discontented with bis
remuneration. The man who had suc-
ceeded Harvey, however,was a respect-
able man, inà every way suited to the
position; and he did not, for a
moment, say that this officer
would act in such a manner.
He was always sorry when any
vacancy occurred in bis constituency.
He believed bis hon. friend had said
it was a surprising thing that, if there
were no objections to re-instate Mr.
Harvey, ard if the Premier had no
such objections, he (Mr. McDougall)
should have any. It was generally
considered that the patronage of such
offices belonged to the representative
of the constituency.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is not constitutional.

Mr. McDOUGALL said if that prac-
tice was changed, the change had taken
place within the last thrce years. It
was the rule under the late Adminis-
tration, and he never blamed the right
hon. gentleman for it. He nominated
the successor to Mr. Harvey, and con-
sidered that, if there was no objection
on the part of the Government, his
nomintee had a right to the place. If
the statement that he had made was
not sufficient to clear the Government
from any imputation of having acted
unfairly in this matter, he did not
know what would satisfy hon. gentle-
men opposite.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
when the hon. gentleman (Mr. Mc-
Dougall) first got up to address the
House, he supposed that he was speak-
ing on behalf of the Government as a
kind of Assistant Minister of Public
Works; but he afterwards discovered.
that the hon. gentleman was not speak-
ing in an official capacity. The hon.
gentleman commenced by saying that
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this was ne office, and that there was
ne appointment, and le endeci by say-
in tfhat there was an appointment
whi;ch lasted over twenity years, and
that lie ctim1ed the right of noi
ing a succe Ior to the oflice. He did
no kno\v whether the popularity of
Lis hon. friend Lad increased in the
oint lie reprosented, owifng to his

action in this regard. The hon. gon
tieman scemed himuself to doubt
whethe0r h was the case or not. He
must c)ngratuiate the hon. gentleman
on hihiigh oed pai o i otwith-
'aidîfng thtt le knew hie was making

enem11i'es, he ruhîed to Ottawa to in-
fori against MHr. Hfarvoy and get an-
othier man appoiite in his place. But
what was the exact date of this
patriotisn, when the hon. gentleman
rose superior to all considerations of
personal advancement ? It commenced
after Mr. Harvey had worked against
the hon. gentleman and almost defeated
him at the last election. Then it was
Le rushed to Ottawa to have this
officer dismissed. The complaint was
an old one, and had been examined by
the arbitrators of the late Government,
who reported that there was nothing
to Jhow that this man had been so

V-eglectful as to '.ause the Government
t) become liable for damages. The
case was also sabmîitted to the arbitra-
tion of the prosert Administration,
Wlo 'aie to a similar decision.
Under the circunstan ces, however,
the hon. Prime Minister m1ight have
felt it h is duty to listen to the hon.
mtiaf1ember for Soîuth iRenfrew. le had
)o dob iîthat that hon. nember con-
idered he was pier,forning a great
lLty, and that he would find out thatnrtue was its own revard. The

hon. gentlemnan ha I got his revenge;
but le (Sir John A. Macdonald) con-
tended thiat nieither iii the flouse nor out
of i, the hon. gentleman stood in
a positin equal to that lie occupied
bef-re Le aile this announeement.
Mr. MACK ENZ[E said there was no

objection whatever to the correspon-
dence being brought down. The
remnarks of the hn. member for
North Rniifrew wore, generally
speaking, correct. He did state
to a deputation that called upon hiin,
that he had been informed that this
rnan hd spoken most disrespectfuilly

of the Government and himself, and ho
toli that deputation, as Le nw toihl the
louse, that Le would pernît no publie
ficer to speak disrespectfaly of the

Government they served. Apart from
that, however. his attention vis uualled
by a nurnber f lumbern to the
repeated acts of carelessness on the
part of this persoi, aiid le fon id that
during the first year of bis ineuibeicy
that Mr. Harvey was frequenîtly en-
gagel away froin home attending to
small contracts on the river. Tieso
considerations compelled hini, apart
fron any political cons;derations, to
direct his deputy to inform Mr. IIarvey
that his services were no loinger re-
quired. It was also quite truc, as the
hon. member for Kingston (Sir John
A. Macdonald) stated, that the arbi-
trators decided that there was no
ground upon which to charge the Gov-
ernment for damages; but ho was not
aware, until a year and a half ago, that
this slideman had ever been charged
with carelessness in the matter. It
was, however, not quite true tliat the
case was referred to new arbitrators.
There only was one new ai bitrator,
and the verdict was a partial one.

Sir JOHN- A. MACDONALD: I
did not know that.

Mir. MIACKENZI said one of the
arbitrators dissented, and state I that
lie conlsidered the Goveriment liable.
There was never a clear case male out
of any person neglecting his duties,
but that person was dismissed without
the slightest hesitation. le protested
against any one bringing up a case in
the Houei when a man was remonved
for sutticient cause. le was qaite
sure that the hon. gentleman opposite
knew very well that it lad iot been a
pecutl iarity 'eithor of his own or of the
(overnment to dismiss peple for
Ioliticaul reasons. They had great

reasoni to do so on may occasions, and
they had exercised a forbearance
towards people in office that never was
manifested by the hon. gentlemen op-
posite. They hadallowed that forbear-
ance to go a great deal too far in pro-
tecting men who had used their offices
in order to injure the Government they
serve. But Le could teil the hon.
4entlemen opposite, and all such office
holders, that that was at an end.
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Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said hc presumed it was perfectly
justifiable for the hon. member for
Kingston to turn and distort what le
had said in the way ho did, but he
could not permit it to go unchallenged.
There was ground for stating that this
man was engaged temporarily; he
was paid by the day, and could not be
considered to have any regular office.
The hon. gentleman (Sir John A.
Macdonald) said his popularity was
waning. It was true he did not get a
very large majority at the last election,
but, small as it was, it was three times
as large as the majority of the hon.
gentleman ; and it was, moreover, des-
pite the fact tbat the hon. gentleman
himself introduced special legislation
under which he (Mr. McDougall) was
suffering, to legislate him out of the
Hlouse.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
he had no intention of injuring his hon.
friend from South Renfrew; nothing he
could do in or out of the House would
have that effect. It was quite true
that Mr. Harvey was paid by the day,
but his office continued from year to
year, and ho had occupied the position
for 20 years. This might appear to be
a small matter to his bon. friend (Mr.
McDougall) but it was of great moment
to Mr. Harvey, who was suffering, not
only from the loss of the office,but under
the imputation which always attached
to a man who was dismissed in this
summary manner. The flrst name
upon the petition asking that this
gentleman should be retained in office
was that of the Hon. Jas. Skead, so that
if Mr. Harvey had been at one time
dereliet in duty he must have condoned
his offence in the eyes of Mr. Skead.
Among other names on the petition
were those of McLaughlin-Bros., Wm.
McKay, E. B. Eddy, J. R. Booth, and
almost every firm doing business on the
river. It was rather strange that three
y ears after the evidence was taken

fore the arbitrators, it should sud-
denly be discovered that Mr. Harvey
had neglected his duty in 1871, and
that he must therefore be discharged.
While he knew that the practice had
been under party Government, that
hon. members supporting the Govern-
ment should have the patronage in
their counties, he thought in this

Mr. M.&CKENZi.

instance this principle had been
strained. He would like to eiquire of
the hon. member for South Renfrew
how ho would feel if the members for
Quebec had secured the dismissal of an
officer froin the cullers office in that
city in the face of a petition signed by
a large majority of those who contri-
buted to the support of the office.
That hon. gentleman would be found
to say that it would not conduce to the
interest of those engaged in the lumber
trade, nor to the effieiency of the publie
service. The bon. the leader of the
Government had stated that the reason
Mr. Harvey was dismissed was because
he had spoken disrespectfully of the
G-overnment and himnself /Mr. Mac-
kenzie), and that no person would be
allowed to remain in the public service
of this country who did not have a due
respect for that hon. gentleman and
bis Government. This was the first
time it had been announced that public
servants were servants of the Govern-
ment and not of the country, and that
the measure of respect a public servant
had for the Government of the day
was the test of his efficiency. The
statement that Mr. Harvey was engaged
in other employment he (Mr. White)
believed was tolerably correct; but
with the fact that all those interested
in the river had certified to his efdi-
ciency, the inevitable conclusion
must be arrived at, that the dismnissal
was made to gratify the political spite
of the hon. member for South Renfrew.
The hon. the Premier had neglected to
notice the statement he (Mr. White)
had said he was prepared to substan,
tiate, namely, that the present incum-
bent was not a person who ought to
have the position, as ho was engaged
in the lumber trade at Arnprior.

Mr. McDOUGALL(South Renfrew):
I deny that.

Mr. WHITE read the following
declaration of partnership:-

"PRovINCE OF ONTARIO,
"County of Renfrew. j

"The undersigned, James llartnev, of tle
Village of Arnprior, in the County of Reu-
frew, and Province of Ontario, Merchant;
Neil Robertson, of the Township of McNab,
in the County and Province aforesaid. Lun-
ber Merchant; and William John Macdon-
ald, of the said Village of Arnprior, Pron-liî
cial Land Surveyor, hereby certify that we
have carried on, and intend to carry 0
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trade and business as Lumber Merchants at
Aruprior, in partnership, under the naine or
firi of" Hartney & Co.," and that the saia
partnership hath subsisted since the twentieth
day of September, one thousand eight bun-
drvd and seventy-five; and that we, the said
James IHartney, Neil Robertson, and W illiam
John Macdonald are,and have been, since the
said day, the only members of the said part-
nership.

" Witness our hands at Arnprior, aforesaid,
this twentieth day of September, one thou-
5and eight hundred and seventy-five.

("JAMES HARTNEY,
(Signed) "NEIL ROBERTSON,

"WM. J. MACDONALD."
"I certify the within paper writing to be a

true and correct copy of a partnership made
between James Hartney, Neil Robertson and
William John Macdonald, and registered in
the Registry Office for the County of Ren-
frew.

" Given under ny hand and Seal of Office,
at Pembroke, this twentieth day of March,
A.D. 1877.

"ANDREW IRVING,
" Registrar."

Mr. McDOUGALL: When was it
dated ?

Mr. WHITE said it was dated on the
25th Septenber, 1875, six months be-
fore he was appointed to the office.
Although he had searched in the
registry office and the Canada Gazette,
he had been unable to find that any
dissolution of partnership had since
taken place. He claimed this: that it
was not in the public interest that a
man engaged in the lumber trade at
that point should be slidemaster.

Mr. McDOUGALL : He had
ceased to have any interest in the
trade before he was appointed.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : IHe
coulcd not by law according to the
registry.

Mr. McDOUGALL: I know the
fact.

Motion agreed to.

TIE CHICOUTIMI MAILS.

MOTIoN FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. CIMON moved for all corres-
Pondence respecting the lessening the
number of the mails between Chi-
cOtimi and L'Anse-au-Foin, in the
CoUtty of Chicoutimi.

Motion agreed to.

VOTING; BY BALLOT ON THE
DUNKIN ACT.

RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Mr. ROBINSON moved:
" That the Houae do resolve itself into a

Committee of the Whole to consider the fol-
lowing resolution :-That it is expedient to
provide that so far as the concurrence of
the Parliament of Canada maay be necessary
for the purpose, the Legislature of the
Province of Ontario or the Province of
Quebec shall be authorized and empowered
to provide that the votes of the electors
under the Act of the late Province of

1 Canada, 27, 28 Vict., chap. 18, therein
called the Temperance Act, and corn-
monly known as the Dunkin Act, shall
be given by ballot in such manner as tbe
Provincial Legislature may direct, subject
to such provisions and changes only as may
be deened necessary for the purpose, but
retaining al the provisions of the Act which
are not inconsistent with the voting by
ballot."

He said hon. gentlemen would se&
that there was no attempt in this reso-
lution to affect the priiciples contained
in the well-known Dunkin Act. It
merely involved a new manner of car-
rying out these principles. The prin-
ciple of voting by ballot had been
found to be most useful in more
important matters than even the
Dunkin Act, and was very popular.
He thought he was authorized to say
that the principle of voting by ballot
in reference to this measure, was ap-
proved of, not only by those who were
inclined to oppose the principle of the
Dunkin Act, but also by those who,
were in favour of the principles of that
Act; and it was, therefore, as much in
the interest of one party as another
that he had drawn the attention of the
House to the question. The well-
known Dunkin Act was passed in 1864,
and applied to Upper and Lower
Canada-now Ontario and Quebec.
The powers under it were to be exer-
cised by municipalities and by the
British North America Act, section 92,
legislation respecting municipal insti-
tutions in the Province, was assigned
exclusively to the Provincial Legisla
tures. But by section 91 of that Act,
legislation respecting trade and com-
merce was assigned exclusively to the
Parliament of Canada; and the Dunkin
Act, where in force, made the trade
and commerce in intoxicating liquors
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unlnwfnl. and so restrained trade, By
suetioJn 129, laws in force at the time
of the pa fing of the British North
Amerifn Act remained in force, but
could oinly be altered or repealed by the
Legislature whicbh could legislate on
the mîatters to which they respeetively
relat e; and if they related botb to
matters under the control of the Pro-
vinial Legislature and Canadian
Parliamrent, it would seem that the
action of both was required to repeal
or alter them. lIe would point out to
the Hiouse the examples of such joint
action, in support of the principle
involved and asked for in bis motion.
In 1869 Parliament passed Mr. Sand-
field Macdonald's Act, 32 and 33 Vic.,
chapter 35, authorizing County Judges
or their deputies to try certain offences;
but, as the constitution of courts, fees of
sheriffs, &e., for carrying the Act into
execution belonged to Ontario, the
Provinc-al Legislature passed their
Act, 33 Vie., chapter 10, and called the
Court " The County Judge's Criminal
Court." It had no name under the
Dominion Act, nor was the Judge said
to hold a Court. In 1874 the Canadian
Parliament passed Mr. (now Judge)
Moss' Act about Permanent Building
Societies in Ontario, and the Lgisla-
ture of Ontario, thinking their powers
encroached upon, passed their Act, 39
Vic., chap. 32, repealing the Canadian
Act, except sction seven about inter-
est, which was not a matter they could
deal with, and confirming things doue
under the Canadian Act. In 1870-71
the Ontario Legislature passed their
Act estalishing the Central Prison,
and in 1873, chapter 46, and again in
1875, chapter 69, the Parliament of
Canada pa-îed Acts to enable the
Lieutenant-G-overnor and officers to
carry out the Act, and to transfer
prisoners to it froin the common jails,
and do o'her things to which the Pro-
vincial legislative powers did not
extend. In the present Session the
Minister of Justice's Bills, numbers 55,
'77 and 94, all had the same effect of
supplying, by the powers of the Cana-
dian Par iament,the want of legisiative
powers in the Ontario Legislature; and
the Finance Yinister's Bill, No. 36
(Insurance Bill of last section),
after reciting that the Act, chap-
ter 52, of The Consolidatod Stat-

Mr. RoBI.SON.

utes of Upper Canada, respecting
Mutual Insurance Companies, was
repealec by tlie Ontario Legisia-
ture, but that doubts might be enter-
tained as to their powers over the said
chapter, repealed it once again, so far
as it might be within the legislative
jurisdietion of Canada. He could find
no more precedents, but the House
would see that those alreadv cited
were sufficient to bear out the principle
of jurisdiction, for which, in his motion,
he had asked the concurrence of the
House; and as, apart from the ques-
tion of jurisdiction, the principle of
voting by ballot, another important
question, was now approved of by the
people, and found to be beneficial, Le
hoped the House would sec no objec-
tion to its being adopted in voting for
the Dunkin Act.

Mr. BLAKE said, without entering
into any controversy, which he did not
think it was expedient to enter into in
the present state of the dispute as to
whom the jurisdiction in this particu-
lar matter properly belonged, he
would say that it seemed to him that
the proposition of the hon. gentleman
was one which could not be at all
assented to. There were, no doubt,
many classes of subjects upon which it
was difficult to find the precise
line which separated the jurisdiction
Of the Local and Feeratl Legisla-
tures. There were some subjeets
of a different cbaracter to each
other, but yet which ran very
imuch into one another, in reference to
which both the Federal and the Local
Legislatures were liable to find them'
selves overstepping their several juris-
dictions. But tlis proposition be took
to be clear: that whatever' might be
the legislative authority of the Parlia-
ment of Canada, it was bound to
execute that authority itself. It could
not delegate to any other power the
execution of its legislati-e rights If
they had power to repeal, amend, alter,
or supplement the provisions of the
Act of 1864. they, of course, bad the
right to do it, but they had not the
right to authorize Local Legislatures to
do it. They' were responsible to the
people for the execution of their 1elis-
lative powers. They were bound to
exercise for themselves this power, but
they could not entrust their respon-
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sibility to, or confer their authority
upon, Local Legislatures. Dou bts
might oceasionally arise, in which it
might be found expedient---although
it must only be pursued in emergency
to avoid the possibility of serious
difficulties---that there should be
legislation in hoth the Federal and
the Local Legislatures. But this was
upon the very principle which under-
lay the objection be had to the hon.
gentleman's motion, namely, that the
exercise of the legislative power
of a Parliament, whether it were
Federal or Local, imust be per-
formod by that Parliament itself.
'Therefore, it was that he felt it
necessary to enter into no other con-
siderations which might occur upon
this motion. He regretted very much
that circumstances iad prevented the
question of jurisdiction being dis-
posed of by the highest court. While he
thought it would be more expedie.it
that legislation in connection with
this matter should not take place
during the present Session, in the hope
that the difficulties now existing might
be cleared up in the interval, he would
not say that the argument which he
was here presenting would be an argu-
ment of more than expediency. le
would not say that Parliament might
not, if it pleased, take uponi itself, even
at the present time, and with the risk
of inconvenience which might arise,
to assume jurisdiction ; but what he
would say was that, if Parliament
assumed jurisdiction, it must perform
its own legislation and exercise its
own powers and not delegate them to
any other body. He could not, there-
fore, support the proposition of the hon.
gentleman.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it was to be regretted, as the hon. the
Minister of Justice had truly said, that
the conflict of jurisdiction which had
arisen in regard to that vexed question
that seemed to agitate the people,
espeeially those of Ontario, had not
been finally settled by an authoritative
decision. They could not, however,
help it. Meanwhile, he ventured to
differ entirely from the contention of
the hon. the Minister of Justice that
the Canadian Parliament could not
hand over its powers to a subordinate
body. It was the first time he

had heard of any such limitation.
The power of putting into effect the
Dunkin Act was delegated by the
Legislature of the late Province of
Canada to the differert municipalities.
The Dominion Parliarment had the
power to impose a tax throughout
every imunicipality, town, and county
in Canada, and yet it handed over that
power to municipalities. Parliament
might give them certain powers, and
might limit or increase them, or take
them away. It was clear to him that
if the question of a Prohibitory Liquor
Law was within the jurisdiction of
Parliament. it had the power to dele-
gate its authority to a subordinate
body, and could even distinctly limit
the Legislature of Ontario or Quebec
to dealing with the subject in a certain
way; 'and so in the case of municipali-
ties. So long as Parliar-ent had juris-
diction over the subject for legislation,
as a matter of administration it could
employ the medium of any subordinate
body. It did not appear, moreover,
that those subordinate bodies were to
be merely mach ines ; Parliament could
call on them to exercise theirjudgment
as quasi-legislators.

Mr. MILLS said the doctrine laid
down by the right hon. member for
Kingston was a most extraordinary
one. He had not only confounded the
principle of airministration with legis-
lation, but he had asserted that this
Parliament might deprive itself of the
power of legislation when it pleased.
The British North America Art pro-
vided for a division of the power-s be-
tween the Dominion Parliament and
Local Legislatures. If the rigit hon.
gentleman's views were correct, that
division was a mere imagiaiv one.
That contention did not rest on a sub-
stantial basis. If it were true, Parlia-
ment might pass a law declaring that
Provincial Legislatures sh ould deal
with the subject of criminal law, or
iighjt pass a law declaring that Pro-

vincial Legislatures should determine
whether Parliament shoild be elected
for five or ten years. There was not a
power possessed by Parliament under
the British North America Act. which
power was declared to be exclusively
vested in the Parliament of Canada, but
might be handed over to and vested in
Provincial Logislatures, if the argu-
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ment of the right hon. member for
Kingston was valid. There was a pro-
vision in the British North America
Act regardi ng property and civil rights,
which provided that with the consent
of Provincial Legislatures, the Canadian
Parliament might legislate upon that
subject. If the right hon. gentle-
man's views were correct, there
was no necessity for such pro-
vision ; the Provincial Legislatures
would have had that power with
the consent of the Dominion Parlia-
ment without their being any special
provision on the subject. That would
not be a Federal system under which
Provincial Legislatures had an inde-
pendent existence within their own
sphere, distinct from the power of the
Dominion Parliament. le stated,
without hesitation, that the right hon.
member for Kingston could not find,
from any Federal constitution, a law
which would, in the smallest degree,
sustain the view which he had pro-
mulgated. There was no authority for
any such view. The right hon. gen-
tleman had declared that Parliament
could f rm municipal councils and
boards, distinct from those which had
an existence under the authority of the
Provincial Legislatures. If Parlia-
ment had that power, what necessity
w'as there to expressly mention that it
was vested in the Local Legisla-
tures; it was not expressly stated that
it was vested in the Parliament of
Canada. If Parlianient had the same
po wer to create a municipal body,
having a distinct legislative power,
there might be a legislative power in-
dependent of the Provincial Legisla-
ture; instead of giving the power to
the Provincial Legislature, Parti ament
might create a separate and distinct
body ; and such a body would have its
existence, not under the constitution,
but under the Act of Parliament. The
position of the right hon. member for
Kingston was, not only untenable,
but it was not eonsistent with
common sense that any such
power should be asserted. Instead
of having two legislative bodies, dis-
tinct and separate, existing under the
constitution there might be a number
created by Governmont and a number
created by the Provincial Legislatures,
each undertaking to discharge the

Mr. MILLS.

duties specially and exclusively vested
by the British North American Act in
the Provincial Logislatures and in Par-
liament. The object of administration
was quite distinct from that of legisla-
tion. Parliament might provide ma-
chinery for the administration of the
laws, and it might, in some cases, make
use of local machinery, where there
was no objection to its doing so; but
to say that because Parliament had the
power to provide the necessary ia.
chinery for the proper administration
of the laws, that therefore it had the
power to surrender the power it pos-
sessed and put an end to its existence
and authority, was an entirely different
proposition. The right bon. member
for Kingston had claimed that this
was a paramount Legislature, and de-
clared that it possessed paramount
power. There was nothing of that
kind in the Constitution, and the Cana-
dian Parliament had its functions as
well as the Local Legislatures. Its
functions might be more important in
the eyes of hon. members than those of
the Provincial Logislatures, and in
that view they inight be correct.
More ability and information might be
required for the proper and efficient ad-
ministration of the affairs ofParliament,
and they might be more dig nified in the
estimation of the people. BatParliainent
was not paramount. The functions of
Parliament and the Provincial Legis-
latures were separate ani distinct. If
Parliament were paramount it would
have the power to determine on what
subjects they would legisiate and what
not; but the British North Americaln
Act provided that certain subjects
should be exclusively vested in the
Provincial Legislatures. Those Legis-
latures had their own legitimate sphere
and were as independent of Parliiamenlt
as if they were separate and distinct
sovereignties. There could be nO
question about that point, and the idea
of paramount power was one wholly
inconsistent with the federal system
of Government which, under the con-
stitution, had been established in this
country. There could be no questionl
that it was the British North Aierica
Act that gave the Canadian ParliameInt
power to legislate upon the subject Of
liccnsing or refusing licenses to sell
intoçioating liquors. If the Provincial
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Legislatures possessed that power
under the British North America Act,
the Canadian Parliament could not
divest them of it; if they did not pos-
sess that powerParliament had no legal
legal power to interfere, and any legisla-
tion on the part of Parliament, without
the authority of the British North
America Act was simply ultra vires,
and would be so held by the Courts of
the country. There was no:hing Par-
liament could do which could extend
the powers with which it was'invested,
and nothing which could limit and take
away any portion of the authority im-
posed upon it; and the legislation pro-
posed would be quite improper under
the Constitution on the authority of
which hon. members were in the
louse undertaking and executing
the legistation of the people. Par-
liament had all power and author-
ity so long as it attended to its own
büsiness and kept within the limits of
the Constitution. The French Minister
once said to Charles II that if the
English King would keep within the
limits of the Constitution he would be
(ne of the greatest monarchs of the
world, but if he were outside of the
Constitution he was nothing. That
was precisely the position of the Do-
Iminion Parliament; its power was
absolute within the limits assigned to
it, but when it went outside it was
nothing.

Mr. PALMER said be quite agreed
with the hon. the Minister of Interior
that the powers of the British North
America Act were divided, and they
could not be oncroached on either by onîe
side or the other. The power to legis-
late given to the Provincial Legisla-
tures was just as absolute within the
limits of the British North America
Act as was the power given to the
Canadian Parliament within the class
Of subjects relegated to Parliament.
He also agreed with the principle laid
down by the hon. the Minister of
Justice, that it was impossible for
Parliament to abrogate its legrisla-
tive powers. That meant that what-
ever it could enact, it could repeal ;
that it was impossible it could grant
any Power-the power to legislate-to
any other body whatever,whether a Pro-
fvlcial Assembly or any other body,that
it could not take away at any moment.

E e agreed with the right hon. member
for Kingston in regard to the para-
mount power of Parliament. That
meant that it was impossible that Par-
liament could grant a power to anybody
which it couid not repeal. It would
be extraordinary to limit the power, if
they could not declare upon these sub-
jects, when, where, and how it should
be enforced. He could understand no
such limit being placed upon their
powers. Ho considered that their
power of legislation over the class of
subjects delegated to them was abso-
lute. They could deal with them in
any way they chose. It would be im.
possible for them to act with relation
to the great variety of subjects under
their control on any other principle.
It might be perfectly right to trade in
alcoholic liquors, but it was not in the
power of the Local Parliament to pro-
hibit such trade. While lie entirely
agreed with his hon. friend opposite to
a certain extent, he must concur with
the argument of his right hon. friend
from Kingston, as far as it was appli-
cable to this subject.

Mr. MILLS said he wished to
ask the hon. gentleman if ho under-
stood the bon. gen.tleman to argue
that they could create a Parlia-
ment and confer upon it the power
to legislate-say upon the subject
of promissory notes, or upon the
interests of shipping or navigation ?
Could they call a second Parliament
inîto existence to legislate on these
subjects as long as they pleased ?

Mr. PALMER said he did not think
they could do that. They might creato
a tribunal in this relation, but it
would not be a 'arliament. Power
was delegated by Parliament to the·
Governor in Council, and if his bon.
friend the Minister of Justice was able-
to draw any distinction in this regard,.
he was not so able. This question
came within the class of subjects upon,
which this Parliament could legislate,
He had never heard it -uggested
whether or not the Local Legislatures
had power to regulate the sale of liquor,
or,ifthere had been,to what extent they
could do so. He knew of no case in
which the point was raised. He appre-
hended that there could not be a con-
flict of opinions in this respect unles
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they knew exactly the extent of the
particular sale. He thought that the
New Brunswick decision was, that
whenever the real scope of regulations
and powers entirely interfered and
stopped the trade in that particular
article, it was unconstitutional.
Whether anything further than
that had been decided he did
not know; but ho had never heard
it suggested that this Parlianent c'juld
not regulate the trade in alcoholic
liquors, but of eourse they could not
interfere witi the local rights of the
Local Leogislatures.

Mr. BLAKE said' he was supposed
to have said that they could not delegate
power to anybody; but what he had
really said was that this Parliament
could not, delegate any of its legislative
powers, except so fàr as administrative
powers were concerned, and sometimes
the line might be drawn so that they
could not delegate those save to be
properly executed by Ministerial
officers.

Mr. PALMER: May I ask, whether
this Parliamnent has any power to
delegate exceptional logislative power,
or not ?

Mr. BLAKE: This Parliament bas
power to legislate, and to legislate
touching thing!s to be administered,
and to mnake provision by law
for the administration of affairs
and the povrs of the varions
administrators.

Mr. K1RPATRICK said, ho took
it that they had a right to pass a law
stating that the manner of voting with
regard to the lunlkin Act should bo
the same adopted for voting at the
municipal eloetions in the Provinces,
and in the manner adopted by the
Proviicial Legislatures, for any election
they choo-e to narne, as they had
already d(oute. They had delegated or
given power to the Local Legislatures to
say who shouldi vote for members of
this House.

Mr. BLAKE : No, no.
Mr. KIRKPATRICK: Yes, we have.
Mr. BLAKE : No.
Mr. KI[RKPATRICK said they had

declared that the persons who should
so vote were those who voted for
members of the Local Legislatures.

Mr. PALMER.

They had divested themselves of certain
powers. The Local Legislatures
might change, from day to day or year
t- year,this regulation without reference
to this Parlia ment, and almost legislate
them out of existence by adopting
universal suffrage or raising the fran-
chise very high. He knew his hon,
friend would say they did not delegate
this power, and perhaps they did not;
but they could say that the manner of
voting for this law should be the same
as was adopted in certain other cases.

Mr. BLAKE: That is not what is
proposed.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said they
could change the resolution, and say
that the manner of voting for this Act
should be the same as was adopted for
municipal or provincial elections; and
this, in fact, would attain the object of
the resolution. He agreed certainly
that it would not be expedient, and,
perhaps, not possible or right, for them
to delegate their legisiative powers,
but they could prescribe the manner of
voting.

Mr. BLAKE: That is to say, if the
jurisdiction exists.

Mr. KIRIIPATRICK : Assuming
that we have jurisdiction at all.

Mr. GUTHRIE said another and
very serious difficulty existed with
regard to dealing with the Dunkin
Act. Could theydelegate their powers ?
H1e understood the right hon.
menmber for Kingston to say that
they could do what the Imperial
Parliament had done, and add to
the list of subjects conecunhiI(r which
the Local Legislatures were clothed
with jurisdiction by the British North
America Act, the subject of prohibi-
tion. The verv statement of the pro-
posal seemed 'to show that it WaS
untenable. No doubt there was a
geneoral desire on the part of both
tho-se who opposed and favoured the
Dunkin Act, that certain amendmelts
in its provisions should be made. 11e
had intended to prt-pose a very impor-
tant amendment-had it been clear that
the House had jurisdiction on the sub-
ject-and this was to strike out the
five-gallon clause, which allowed anY
merchant or trader without a licenSe
to sel[ liquor in quantities of five gal-
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Ions or one dozen bottles, where the
Dunkin Act was in force. Another
amendment woild be to increase the
number of polling places as, in some
municipalities only one poll at present
existed, voting was rendered very diffi-
cult. People had to travel many
miles to vote, in some cases fifteen or
twenty, and he thought this might
well be amended. Voting by ballot
should also be adopted. These were
all points of importance. The diffi-
culty was to decide where the power
of amendment lay. If they assumed
that they had power to authorize it,
why should they not do it them-
selves? The very fact that they could
authorize another Legislature to do
so, would presuppose that they had
such power; and, if they possessed it,
they ought not to shirk the responsibil-
ity or to transfer it. There were
reasons for not doing so, and which
rendered it inexpedient at the present
time. These reasons were well known
to members of the House. The pro.
posal of the hon. member for Toronto
(Mr. Robinson) implied that diflicul-
ties surrounded the question and did
not relieve it of any.

Mr. ORTON said it was-well known
that the question of the adoption of the
Dunkin Act was now causing a great
deal of excitement. In many counties
much ill-feeling was shown, and many
County Councils had refused to submit
the law to a vote. on the ground that in
interest of fair p lay and of both classes,
the bitter feeling existing between the
respective parties should be removed.
He hoped that the Minister of Justice
would reconsider the question and be
able to frame some form of motion, or
devise other means by which this vexed
question could be settled. If this
could be done, a very great benefit
would be conferred, and it would
be well received throughout the
country. As the Dominion Gov-
ernment had control over the por-
tion of the Act which referred to the
trade and commerce of the country,
there was some way by which they
could, by an expression of opinion,
state that voting by ballot would not
interfere with the trade and commerce
of the country in reference to this par-
ticular subject; and it would then be

left open for the Local Legislatures
to act upon it.

Mr. ROBINSON asked whether he
had understood the Minis ter of .Tustice
to say that the principle involved in
this motion, as to the power of the
House to delegate legis1ativ-e powers
to the Ontario or Quebeo Legislatures,
was one of the questions about to be
argued before the Supreme Court, and
that until it was decided one way or
the other, he (Mr. Blake) would object
to any motion containing any such
principle.

Mr. BLAKE: I do not know how
the hon. gentleman understood me;
but I know that if he understood me
in that way he misunderstood me
entirely.

Mr. ROBINSON: I asked a civil
question and I expected a civil answer.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I hope the hon.
gentleman does not wish to put it to a
vote. The motion ought not to have
been proposed at all.

Mr. ROBINSON: Under the- cir-
cumstances I will withdraw the motion.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

SPECIAL TARIFF FOR BRITISH
COLUMBIA.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. DECOSMOS moved for a return
of all correspondence respecting a
Special Tariff for the Province of
British Columbia. He said that this
subject had engaged the attention of
the Legislature of the Province of
British Columbia before they entered
the Dominion, and since that period;
and it was at the present moment under
discussion. This subject, be believed,
had gained a conquest even in this
Parliament. The fact that the hon.
member for Sunbury had seconded his
motion, was an evidence of his belief
that a special tariff for British Colum-
bia was desirable. The people of that
Province had never asked that a tariff
should be imposed with a view to
exclude the products or manufactures
of any other Province or territory of
the Dominion. They had always hold
that the produce and manufactures of
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one Province should freely pass into
any other, as at present; but British
Columbia was so remote from the
Eastern Provinces, that there was a
natu al barrier to interchange of com-
modilies. Ail that they had asked was
that i heir tariff should be so modified
that American products and cattle
would be met with a heavier
duty than now existed. When
the Dominion Act was passed, the
Legisiature of the Province had the
right to say whether they would
accept the tariff of Canada or make
their own. They rejected the existing
tariff and accepted that of Canada, but
it was done under a misapprelension.
It was expected then that the national
policy, inaugurated by the hon. member
for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper), would
have been continued and the farming
interests of the country would have
been protected. Instcad of giving such
protection, however, the Canadian
tariff had allowed American produce
to come into competition with the sec-
tion of the Province east of the Cas-
cades, the representatives of' which in
the Local House voted to accept that
tariff in the hope that they would be
free from Americati competition. But
what had been the fact ? Between
10,000 and 11,000 sheep passed from
Puget Sound to Victoria last year,
2,000 head of cattle, 1,000 horses, be-
sides nearly 30,000 barrels of fiour.
The men behind the Cascades had for
years been hoarding up their stocks in
the hope of having an opportunity to
make their fortunes. Up to a recent
time stock-growing was one of the
chief sources of profit among the
farmers, but the competition of the
Americans lad destroyed this branch
of their industry, and to day many men
who were formerly wealthy were be-
.coming embarrassed from this cause.
He wishied the correspondence brought
down to the House and printed for the
'Use of members. lie was aware that
last Session the hon. the Finance Min-
ister declined to take this question into
-consideration, believing that it could
not be done, and that the hon. gentle-
man had takeni the same position this
Session. He (Mr. DeCosmos) saw no
reason why this Parliament could not
delegate to the Local Legislature the
right to make such a tariff as they

Mr. DICoaxos.

deemed necessary, providing that they
paid the same per capita tax as other
portions of the Dominion.

Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said there was
no objection to his hon. friend obtain-
ing any correspondence existing on
the subject, but, so far as he was
aware, it was of a very limited char-
acter. The request was made by some
of the authorities of British Columbia,
but the Government had not vet seen
their way to accepting the proposal
made by those gentlemen. That was
the substance of the correspondence.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he thought
that, after examination was made, it
would be found there was more coi-
respondence than supposed. It ex-
tended from the time t hey entered the
Union, up to the last Session.

Motion agree(d to

NORTHERN RAILWAY COMMIS-
SION.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. BOWELL moved for a return of
ail fees paid by the Government of
Canada to, and the names of ail Coun-
sel, Solicitors or Attornies employed in
con nection with the Royal Commission
appointed to enquire into the affairs of
the Northern Railway ; also the names
of ail Counsel, Solicitors or Attorneys
that have been employed at Toronto
by the Dominion Government, or by
any Department or Head of Depart-
ment of said Government, and a state-
of ail fees paid to such persons by the
Government for fees or service in con-
nection with the business of the Gov-
erment of Canada.

Mr. BLAKE said no fees lad been
paid to the Counsel, and, therefore, it
was i mpossible to give a return of
therm. There vas no objection to the
other part of the motion.

Mr. BOWELL said, as he could not
obtain the information desired, he
would withdraw the motion and make
it at another period.

Motion, with leave of the HIouse,
toithdraen.
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€CNA DA CENTRAL EXTENSION.

MOTION FOR ENGINEER'S REPORr.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
moved for the Engineer's Report of
the Bonnechere and other possible
routes of the Canada Central Exten-
sion.

Motion ayreed to.

CHANGE OF MAIL ROUTE TO
GRANVILLE, N.B.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. TUPPER moved for petitions
and correspondence relating to the
change made in the mail route between
the Intercolonial Railway and Gran-
ville. H1e saiti the change had caused
a great deal of trouble and annoyance
to the people in that district. He
desired more to call the attention of
the Government to the matter than to
obtain the papers.

Mr. MILLS said there could be no
objection to the papers being brought
down. Of course, the hon. gentleman
was aware that the new arrangement
was much less expensive than the old
one.

Mr. TUPPER said by a parity of
reasoning the Post Office Department
would be done away with entirely.

Motion agreed to.

WINTER NAVIGATION OF
ST. LA WRENCE.

THE

RESOLUTION PROPOsED.

Mr. FRÉCHETTE moved for a
Committee of the Whole on a resolu-
tion declar'ing it expedient that the
Government should be advised to take
proper steps to test the possibility of
navigating the St. Lawrence from
Quebec to the Gulf during the winter
season.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

PRIVATE BILLS.

THIRD READING.

The following Bills were severally
considered in Committee of the Whole,
reported, read the third time and
passed :-

Bill (No. 97) To amend the Act to
incorporate the National Investment
Company of Canada (Limited).-(Mr.
Blain.

Bill (No. 99) To amend the Act
respecting the Canadian Engine and
Machinery Company.-- (Mr. Work-
man.)

NORTHERN RAILWAY OF CANA-
DA BILL.-[BILn No. 62.·]

(-Mr. Macdonald, Toronto.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT, by comnand

of His Excellency the Govornor-Gen-
eral, acquainted the House that His
Excellency having been informed of
the purport of this Bill, gives his con-
sent, as fur as the interest of the Gov-
ernment is concerned, that the Ilouse
maydo therein as they nay think fit. -He
remarked that, although the Govern-
ment would assent to the Bill taking
this stage, it should be understood that
negotiations on the subject were not
entirely concluded, and, therefore, the
passing of this stage was not to be
understood as at all compromising the
claim the (overnment held against
the railway.

Mr. OLIVER asked if the clause in
the original charter of the Company,
as to the con trol over the track, wvas in
the Bill, or would be restored to it.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was under
consideration.

Bill read the second time.

PROHIBITORY LIQUOR LAW.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming adjourned de-
bate on Mr. Schultz's proposed motion,
" That in the opinion of this House a
Prohibitory Liqaor Law is the only
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eff~etual renedy for the evil of il-
temperance. and that it is the duty of
the Goverminient to submit suc a
measure for the approval of Parliament
at the earliest moment practicable; "
and the motion of Mr. Ross (West
Middlcscx) in am-rendment thereto, and
which motion was:-" That all the
words after ' that' in the original
motion be expunged, and the following
subsitutel in lieu thereof :-' Whereas
grave doubts exists whether, under the
provisioij of th e Eri tish North America
Act, 187t, this louse has the power to
deal witb the sale of intoxicating
liquors, as . bcverage and

Whereas fhe Court of Error and
Appeal in the Province of Ontario has
referred a case to the Supreme Court,
whereby the relative jurisdiction of
the Provincial and Dominion Legisla-
tures over the liquor traffic will be
argued ;

"' Be it therefore resolved, that this
House, while not receding from any
previous declaration on the importance
of a Prohibitory Liquor Law, deems it
inexpedient, under these circumstances
at present, to express any opinion re-
garding the action to be taken by the
Government in dealing with this ques-
tion,'" read.

Mr. DY ýOND said lie regretted
having to address the House in the
absence of the inover and seconder of
the original motion, because the design
of those gentlemen, and the appearance
of one of them in the character of a
champion of this movement, was a
point to which he might feel it his duty
very briefly again to allude. He would
now, furthef, refer to one or two of the
subjects to which he had alluded on a
former occasion. Heli had ventured
to remark then, that it did not appear
to him any time was being lost in re-
gard to the progress of Temperance
legislation ; that in all parts of the
country the most active agitation was
on foot; that in all directions the two
parties, those who upheld the traffic in
liquor under certain restrictions, and
those who were desirous of imposing
upon that traffic further restraints,were
brought into collision with one another,
and in Ontario the Temperance, or as
it was popularly termed Dunkin Act,
had been carried in Prince Edward,
Lambton, Oxford, Brant, Lennox and

Mr. MACKENZIE.

Addington, Ontario and York; andi in
Quebec, in Argenteuil and M izSisquoi,
and there were isoltei townships up
and down bothl Provinices iii wih the
Act was in force. The municipalities
in which it had failed to be carried in
Ontario were Peel, Hlaldimand, Fron-
tenac, Kingston, Ottawa, and, lie be-
lieved, Carleton.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: Frontenac
carried it.

Mr. IDYMOND said lie was very
pleased to hear that. le was glad to
put Frontenac for once, at ail evenits,
in such good cornpany. le might
further remark that there appeared to
be every disposition to carry on this
agitation in many counties where the
question had not been raised, and he
believed that if it were possible -or
this House or the Local Legislature to
amend the Dunkin Aet so that it might
be more easily worked, they would
find that it would be appealed to more
frequently than it had been hitherto.
Some of the objections to the present
Act, and the difficulties to be overcome,
had been alluded to in the course of
the debate. The period for voting was
a great deal too long. It would be
far better that the system pursued
at municipal eleetions generally
were adopted in relation to a
Temperance Act By-law. In one
important township in the county
of York, the township of York, the
voting continued for something like
six days, at a very large outlay of time
and trouble. Regarding the resýtric-
tions upon the sale of liquor, he
thought that those in earnest in regard
to the Dunkin Act vould be willing
that further limitations should be ii-
posed. As to the adoption of the vote
by ballot he confessed he had a little
doubt. Human nature was so weak
that he had sometimes feared those
who did not like to vote against what
was universally acknowledged to be a
great and crying evil, when they wcre
compelled to go to the polls and openly
register their names, might find a
cover under the ballot for an adverse
vote. The position was entirely di-
tinct from that which existed il'

political elections. -He confessed that
the eagerness he had seen displaye i
for the ballot on the part of some per-
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sons-be would not say in this House,
because then ho would trespass on
forbidden ground- but the eagerness
displayed by persons who were not
formerly interested in the ballot, and
by those i nterested in the liquor traffic,
showed that they at all events
expected to gain from it; and as there
was no principle involved in it, but
simply a question of convenience, ho
ceonfessed that ho did not feel very
sanguine as to its adoption in connec-
tion with the Dunkin Act. He desired
once more to call the attention of the
House to the charges thrown out
against the leader of the Government in
connection with temperance legislation.
He had not at bis disposal, when ho last
addressed the House, the report which
he now held in bis hand of the
deputation which waited upon the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie) a year
ago, when Mr. Malcolm Cameron was
led into a slight misunderstanding and
used some expressions which did great
injustice to the hon. gentleman. He
found that the remarks of the hon. the
First Minister were somewhat in this
wise:

" Nothing would delight him more than to
be the mîeans of effect.ing the great moral
reforn which the deputation and the friends
of prÀhibition desired by legislation or other-
Wise, but he would not be blind to such
evidence as the increased consumption of
liquors and other facts brought forward
supplied, and could only act as the public
0Pinion of the country would sustain hin.
He would be delighted, however. to reeeive
suggestions from the Council and others on
the sulject and to give them the closest and
Most considerate attention."

On the 31st October of the same
year, the hon. gentleman was waited
upon by another deputation, this time
from Montreal. Referring to the
Previous deputation ho said :

" I pointed out to a deputation from the
tperamce bodies last spring the politicaldifficulties that existed The

oPeration of the existing law and the enact-
ient of another law mustnecessarily depend
ery largely upon the amount of sympathy

oppoition which it mav receive from oneor other oi the great parties into which our
political world is divided. As a member of
the present Administration, I muet simply
endeavOIr to do what for the moment seems
to beright, and just so far as we have the
Po)er legally and morally of carrying what

rlght and practicable into operation."
87

He (Mr. Dymond) ventured to say
that there was n t in those expressions
a single tinge of insincerity, but they
were necessarily couched in that guard-
ed language which a Mirister of the
Crown was. pre-eminently bound to use
when dealing with a subject upon
which public opinion was admitted,
even by its most strenous advocates, to
be at the moment unripe. There was
not a member of this House who
believed that if a prohibition measure
was passed at thit moment, it would be
effectually sustained by the public
opinion and legal power of the
country. He did not believe there was
any one there prepai cd at the present
time to say, that even if the Govern-
ment themselves carne down with a
measure,it would be likely to be so effec-
tual as it proba bly would be if deferred
for a considerable period longer or shor-
ter, the opportunity being taken, in the
meantime, to avail of such legislation
as they now had at command. The
speech delivered by the seconder of the
motion (Mr. Farrow) was a political
speech. It assumed the form of a po-
litical attack by a strong political op-
ponent against hon. gentlemen on the
Ministerial side of' the House. He
(Mr. Dymond) considered that the in-
troduction of politics into the question
was greatly to be depreeated. There
had been no attempt on the part of
bis hon. friend from West Middlesex
(Mr. Ross), who might be said to be
the leader of the movement in the
louse, or on the part of any temper-

ance organization to isolate itself from
the parties of the day, or to
set men of one political party
against those of another in
that matter. When some hon. gen-
tlemen two years ago met together in
one of the Committee rooms to concert
measures to carry on this movement,
they were honoured by the presence
of the hon. member for North Huron
(Mr. Farrow), and ho (Mr. Dymond)
held in his hand a document addressed
to the friends of the Prohibitory Liquor
Law agitation, and sent widely through
the country, referring more particu-
larly to the Convention about to be
held in Montreal, and there ho
found in common with the naine
of the hon. member for West
Middlesex (Mr Ross) and many
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-other members who supported the
Governmtent in that louse, the
naine of the hon. member for North
Huron (Mir. Farrow). So far then
there was no occasion on the hon.
gentleman's part to complain that his
services had not hen welcomed by
those who favoured the Prohibitory
Liquor Law movement on the Gov-
ernment side of the House. And
why, because he was impelled by a
desire to second the motion of the
member for Lisgar (Mr. Schultz) and
run a little ahead of those who had as
much experience on that question, or
stood before the country in regard to
it in the position of his hon. friend
from West Middlesex, he should
suppose they were all insincere
and agitating it as a piece of
political machinery, it was not
necessary for him (Mr. Dymond)
to attempt to show. The inference
might be left to be worked out in
the mind of everybody who had
taken the matter into consideration.
If the Reforniers were forced to take
up the question as a political party,
they had nothing to fear for the result.
Through out the country, the Temper-
ance cause and Reformers were, to a
considerable extent identified. A great
many Couservatives,like the hon. mem-
ber for North Huron and some hon. Sen-
ators o the same side in politics, were
and long had been identified with the
Temperance cause; but it could not be
denied that so far as the liquor traffic
and the agitation against the Dunkin
Bill were concerned, the great majority
of its opponents were Conservatives.
He had an illustration of that fact in
his possession. The Ontario Govern-
ment had recently been engaged in
enacting very stringent License Law
legislation, and it was to the honour of
the Refori Party that the first Gov-
ernment that ever fairly grappled with
this subject, and carried and enforced
without fear or favour, an effectual Li-
cense Law,was a Reform Government.
It was alleged that in the operation of
the Licensing Act, favouritism to the
Reformers had been shown, and the
Government, through the Provincial
Socretary, ordered the License Inspec-
tors to ascertain what were the politics
-of the persons who had applied for
licenses. It was then found that last
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year 2,017 Conservatives and 852
. Reformers had applied for and reccived
tavern licenses, while the respective
number of unsuccessful applicants was,
Conservatives, 758; and Reformers,
316; the proportion of refusals being
rather in favour of the former.
The total number of applicants was-
Conservatives, 2,775, and Reformers,
1,168. Of shop licenses, Conservatives
received 511, and the Reformers 264,
while the refusals nuimbered-Conserv-
atives, 103, and Reformers, 62. Total
number of applicants-Conservatives,
614, and Reformers, 326. This return
was the more significant when they
remembered that the overwhelming
majority of the people of Ontario was
composed of Reformers-a fact demon-
strated by their representation in the
Dominion and Local Houses. He had,
however, another evidence of the
reliance placed by lion. gentlemen op-
posite on what might be termed the
partnership or confederacy existing
between those hon. gentlemen and the
liquor selling interest. Some time
since an election trial took place at
Kingston, and there, as unfortunately
in most of those cases, the ques-
tions of treating and of' the use of
taverns came up ; and he found the
right hon. member for Kingston, who
was the respondent on that occasion,
giving htis evidence with the greatest
possible frankness and making the
remark :-" Every tavern-keeper is a
littie power in his own locality; it is
very good support to get the publican
interest." It was not very often that
people threw away what they felt to
be a very good thing, and it must be a
great consolation to hon. gentlemen
opposite to find that, even under the
auspices of a Reform Government, they
had still left to themselves the vast
majority of the liquor sellers of the
Province of Ontario, and that, there-
fore, they would receive that "very
good support " which their leader had
approved.

Mr. BOWELL: Is that practice
ever followed by Reform candidates ?

Mr. DYMOND: UnfortunatlY,
they sometimes follow where Conser-
vatives lead. It would be a good thing
if no bad example were set them.
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Mr. BOWELL: Will you point to
the instance where Reformers took

people after church to taverns and
treated them on Sunday? If we are to
have distinctions and inferences drawn
between parties regarding the liquor
traffic, we may as well bring it home.

Mr. DYMOND said he made no
charge against any gentleman in that
respect. He had merely quoted public
statisties regarding the position of
hon. gentlemen opposite, who had
attacked members of the Government
and their friends in the House. He
did not believe that a Reformer was
more sober, personally, than a Conser-
vative; nor was he one of those per-
sons who would go to a public hotel
and slander some unfortunate gentle-
man who might profess temperance
principles, but who happened to have a
bottle of claret before him,in obedience
to the Apostolic injunction, to take a
little wine for the stomach's sake.

Mr. BOWELL: Does the hon. gen-
tleman mean to insinuate that I did so
-because as to the remark I just made,
if the hon. gentleman desires, I have
no objection to make it personal. I
had no reference whatever, either
directly or indirectly, to the case to
which the hon. gentleman refers.

Mr. DYMOND said he was quite
aw'are of that. He had only ventured
on an illustration of the folly and
injustice of cal ling attention to matters
which certainly ought to be questions
of honour between themselves.

Mr. BOWELL: The case to which I
called the hon. gentleman's attention
came out on trial before the Courts.
There was nothing in it of a private
character.

Mr. DYMOND said that, with the
exception of Frontenac, every countythat had carried the Dunkin Act was
represented by Reformers in the
Hlouse. He alluded to Ontario. One
C'Onstituency, Missisquoi, which had
arried the law in Quebec, was repre

sented by a gentleman with whose poli-
ties he was not familiar. Neither to
find those who were sent out to oppose
the Dunkin Act would any one go to
the hOadquartars of the Reform Associ-
ation. The missionary opposition to
the liw certainly consisted of Conser-

87J

vatives. He was laware that some
Reformers opposed the Dunkin Act,
either bocause it went too far or did not
go far enough. In his own Riding
some earnest temperance men con-
sidered that it might be a barrier to a
more comprehensive measure. In
the Counties of Waterloo, Hlaldimand
and Peel, one of the most
trusted agents and confidential
tidential lieutenants of hon. gentlemen
opposite, Mr. E. King Dodds, who was
well known in Ontario, was regularly
retained in the liquor-selling interest.
He (Mr. Dymond) was opposed to the
introduction of the political elemont
into this controversy. He had only
wished to show that, if it were made a
party question, the Reformers had
nothing to fear. It would be worse
than useless for them to pass a law of
the constitutionality of which eminent
men amongst them were now alto-
gether doubtful. He had heard his
hon. friend (Mr. Ross, Middlesex)
assailed in that city by ardent temper-
ance men who thought he was lagging
behind because he was not prepared to
propose prohibitory legislation in that
Parliament. A couple of years ago this
question was before them, and ho
(Mr. Dymond) had then said, he would
never vote again on a mere declaratory
motion. Whenever they had to deal
with the subject-and that he did not
doubt would be the case at no distant
day-they must do so as a matter of
practical legislation. He did not
believe that the difficulties, provided
publie opinion was ripe for it, would
be so great in the way of such legisla-
tion as many believed. An enormous
accession to the revenue from dutiable
goods would take place when a Prohi-
bitory Law was passed, for then a gen-
eral impetus would be given to what
they might cal[ legitimate traffic in
the absence of the trade to which he
had alluded, and a large saving would
be effected in the case of the adminis-
tration of justice, for no one doubted
the intimate relations existing between
the liquor traffie and crime. The whole
country would also be a moral and
social gainer, and the loss of four, tive
or six millions of revenue, which would
take place in the first instance, would
be wholly or partially recouped to the
Treasury. At ail even ts, there could
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be no doubt if there were a public
opinion thoroughly favourable to the
passing of a Prohibitory Liquor Law,
it would sustain the Government in
laying on such taxes as might be
necessary to recoup to the Treasury
any portion of the revenue lost by it.

Mr. McNAB said he desired, as one
who had advocated the passage of a
Prohibitory Liquor Law for a number
of years, to give bis reasons why ho
had seconded the amendment. During
some years of municipal life, ho had
endeavoured in bis official position to
throw around the liquor traffic all pos-
sible restrictions; and he was not re-
ceding in the slightest from his belief
that such a law would be the best re-
medy for this great evil. lis reason
for seconding the amendment was
this: le believed it was in the
interest of this great question, that
this amendment should now be pro-
posed. The motion ought not to be
pressed upon the House at an un-
favourable period; it ought not to be
brought forward when the House had
no reason to expect that it would be
favourably entertained. The circum-
stances were most unfavourable.
He had no right to impugn the
motives of the hon. member for
Lisgar (Mr. Schultz), but the hon.
gent. was making a very great mistake
in now pressing this question. A
defeat was inevitable, and this would
be injurious in a very great degree to
the temperance cause. The judicial
mind of the Dominion was very much
divided on the question of jurisdiction.
The Supreme Court of Nova Scotia
had declared that this lay in the Local
Legislatures, and the Court in New
Brunswick had decided that it lay in
this Parliament; and high legal gen-
tlemen in Ontario and in the House
had great doubts in this relation.
lUnder these circumstances the motion
should not have been brought before
the House, as hon. gentlemen who
entertained these views conscientiously
though warn advocates of the
measure, were obliged to oppose
it. It was to be regretted that
one hon. gentleman should attach
so much importance to a party
triumph. Hie entertained very
strong opinions on this question, and
ho regretted very much indeed that it
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shoul.1 be at all mixed up with party
matters. The foremost advocates of
the measure throughout the country
had agreed that the course pursued by
the hon. member for Middlesex (Mr.
Ross) was a wise one; and they owed
him a debt of gratitude for bis consistent
and able advocacy of temperance prin-
ciples. When the jurisdiction question
was settled by the Supreme Court, and
when the temperance people considered
the time bad arrived for the pressing
of this great measure, he promised bis
hon. friend from Lisgar (Mr. Schultz)
that he would support such a resolu-
tion as he had proposed.

Mr. CHRISTIE said ho would not
occupy the time of the House at any
length; ho simply wished in a few
words to express bis views on this, the
most important question now before
the country. The county ho had the
honour to represent had passed the
Dunkin Act by a large majority, and
they desired that the Temperance Act
should be amended, that further pro-
vision should be made for the enforce-
ment of that measure, and that it
should be extended over the whole
Dominion. le quite concurred in that
desire, and was prepared to give his
hearty support to any measure which
would effect that result. The decision
given by several of the Judges in the
Province of Quebec had led them to
believe that the question of jurisdiction
was well nigh settled; but subsequent
events had proved that a very great
diversity of opinion still existed among
legal minds as to where the jurisdie-
tion really lay. The comparatively
recent decision of the Superior Court
of Nova Scotia appeared to establish
the right of the Provincial Governt-
monts to deal with this question.
Under these circumstances it was cer-
tainly desirable, perhaps ho should say
it was absolutely necessary, that they
should get the decision of the Supreme
Court upon this point; and, as there
was now a case pending before that
Court, which, in all probability, would
settle the question of jurisdiction at an
early day, he thought the wisest
course would be to waît for that decis-
ion. le was aware that any delay,
even that of a few months, would be a
cause of great disappointment to manlY
of his friends. It was a great dissp-
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pointment to himself, as he expected
eand desired that some legislation would
bave taken place this Session; but they
must bow to the inevitable, and it
might be that this unavoidable delay
would tend to the furtherance of the
temperance cause. A very consider-
able number of constituencies having
passed the Dunkin Act, they would
know by experience what amendments
were necessary to secure the more
efficient working of that Act, and he
hoped that they would be in a position
next Session of Parliament to carry
ont such amend ments or to introduce
a local Option A et for the whole Dom-
inion. He quite agreed with the bon.
member for West Middlesex (Mr.
Ross) that it was desirable to move
slowly and surely, but, at the same
time, they should move steadily for-
ward, This question should be taken up
and dealt with, so far as might be prac-
ticable, at the earliest moment, and
they should not allow another Session
to pass without the introduction of
some practical measure which could be
adopted by the louse and endorsed by
the country. le would record his
vote in favour of the amendment moved
by the hon. member from West
Middlesex, who, he believed, was the
recognized leader of the temperance
miovement in tlhis House. That hon.
gentleman was a true, consistent tem-
perance man, one who had enacted a
Prohibitory Law for himself. He had
fought the battles of temperance nobly
in the past, and was still entitled to
the confidence of the temperance men
im this House and throughout the Do-
imnion.

31r. WHITE (East Hastings) said
this natter of prohibition was some-
thing which should not be approached
Irom a Conservative or Reform stand-
point, but be considered on broader
Principles. If hon. members were
smncere in their desire for a Prohibitory
Law, they should not refuse the support
of anyone, no matter what his polities
Were. He claimed that the Govern-
mnent had a right to state whether they
were favourable or opposed to this
measure. If the hon. the Premier
would treat the matter in a statesman-
like way, he had no doubt a great deal
Of good Would be effected. It was a
Well-known fact that the hon. member

for West Middlesex claimed to be the
leader of the great temperance party,
and that the hon. member fbr North
York presided at temperance meetings,
advoeated prohibition, and, he believed,
indulged in temperance in every shape
and manner. He supposed, in fact,
that the latter was a gentleman who
would neither " touch, taste, nor handle
the unclean thing." It would be a good
thing if the Governor General followed
the example set by Her Majesty Queen
Victoria and the Lieut.-Gov. of New
Brunswick, who would not allow a drop
of liquor to enter his bouse. It would
also be a good thing for the hon. the
First Minister to adopt the same course.
The whole Government of Canada
seemed to encourage the sale of liquor,
on account of the revenue derived
therefrom. It would be unfair to stop
the business of the distillers, brewers,
and saloon-keepers without indemnify-
ing them to a certain extent. In
numerous parts of Upper and Lower
Canada, the Dnnkin Act had been
carried, but that had not the effect of
stopping the trafie; it was sold in low
grogeries, where the worst kind of
morality was encouraged. Ho would
ask the hon. member for Prince
Edward if there was not just as
much liquor sold in his town, where
he resided, now, as before the adop-
tion of the DunkinAct ? In a village
in East Hastings, wbere he believed
there was as good, industrious, and
generous a people as any in the coun-
try, the Dunkin Act was adopted ; but
it was admitted by every temperance
man in the village that just as much
liquor was used after as before its
passage. The hon. member for West
Middlesex, when this amendment first
came up, kept going from one Minister
to the other, and the House must have
come to the conclusion that he was
dodging the question.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must call the hon.
gentleman to order. fie has no right
to say the hon. member was dodging
the question.

Mr. WH[TE: I will withdraw the
"dodging " expression and say avoiding
the question. Prohibition would never
be carried by such methods; it must
have the support of members of both
parties and be accepted by the country.
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Of course, the hon. member for North
York was a temperance man, bound in
every respect; he wished he was as
temperate as that hon. gentleman.
Every one was not like that hon. gen-
tleman, of whom it was said, however,
that be liked his " drop " as well as
other people. If the temperance peo-
ple knew how hon. members stood on
this question they would know what
course to pursue. For himself, he
would support a proposition to sub-
mit the question to the people, because
he believed they should have the right
of deciding this question. He thought
hon. members on the Ministerial side
had forgotten the pledges they gave
before election, for then they pledged
themselves that when they came into
power they would support such a law;
but in this, as in other ques-
tions, they had signally failed
in carrying out their promises.
He believed that the House should
decide in favour of the motion of the
hon. member for Lisgar.

Mr. BURPEE (Sunbury) said this
was a question which involved changes
of the most radical character, and
should be considered with the greatest
deliberation and caution. iasty
legislation might have the effect of
throwing it back for many years. In
1855, a Prohibitory Law was passed in
New Brunswick, and the experience
there ought to be a warning to the
House not to be too hasty in enacting
laws in advance of public opinion. Ie
believed, however, that a Prohibitory
Liquor Law would do incalculable
benefit. It would, of course, involve
many sacrifices, but he believed hon.
members and a large number of people
would willingly make them. If it
were necessary in order to obtain a
Prohibitory Liquor Law, he would be
willing to sacrificeboth the Government
and the Opposition. At the same time
he could scarcely see the utility of
making an attempt whei they were
satisfied that the country was not in
a position to carry it out. In the first
place, as had been well said by the
hon. the mover of the amendment, the
conditional question as to the jurisdic-
tions of the Local and Federal Govern-
ments was not yet settled. When this
question was decided he was prepared
to vote for a Prohibitory Liquor Law,
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no matter what the consequences were
But he did not think any Prohibitory
Liquor Law should be put into oper-
ation at once. Some notice should be
given, in order that parties who had
invested money in the sale, manufac-
turc or importation of liquor, might
have an opportunity to clear off their
stock and prepare themselves for the
coming change. The question
should also be submitted to the
people. When the matter was taken
out of the arena of politics, and the
people affirmed their acquiescence in
the matter by a direct vote, he was
willing to put the law upon the Statute-
book. He was not prepared to vote
for the proposition of the hon. member
for Lisgar (IMr Schultz), but would
vote for the amendment of the hon.
member for West Middlesex (Mr.
Ross).

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said
Prince Edward County had always set
a good example to the other counties
of the Dominion. For the last
eighteen months there had not been so
much drinking there as before the
Dunkin Act came into force. The hon.
member for East Hastings (Mr. White)
said he knew there had been. But he
(Mr. Ross) would say there was not.
He believed there never was a county
in.the Dominion more noted for sobriety,
and especially now. A very large
vote, 3,400, was taken, and, although
the battle was fougLht perhaps more
severely than any which had been
fought for many years, the majority
was 247. Whenever there was a Pro-
hibitory Bill brought up in the House,
he would support it. With regard to
the motions before the louse, he
thought the amendment of the hon.
member for West Middlesex was the
more honest, and ho wowld be glad to
support it.

Mr. WHITE (East Hfastings)
explained ýhat he had said that the sale
of intoxicating liquors had not been
entirely stopped in Prince Edward
County. He would ask the hon,
member whether a good deal was not
still sold ?

Mr. ROSS said not to his knowledge.
He hoped other counties would
follow the example of his county.
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Mr. OLIVER said, in his remarks,
he desired more particularly to reply
to the observations of the hon. mem ber
for North York. That hon. member
and the hon. member for Sunbury had
defended the open system of voting on
the Dunkin Bill. The county which
he (Mr. Oliver) represented had re-
cently gone through a contest of this
description, and had carried it by a
very considerable majority. In par-
ticular sections,influences were usedon
both sides, in open voting on the Dun-
kin Act, which required the ballot to
counteract. All other elections, both
Parliamentary and municipal, were by
the ballot. That system had been
adopted by the people of Canada, and
the Dunkin Act, as well as all other
elections, should be under it; in fact it
was more important in this than in
anything else. His hon. friend from
North York had said that the Conser-
vatives in his county were opposed to
the Dunkin Act. In his (Mr. Oliver's)
county, there was one Conservative
township which gave a large majority
in favour of the Dunkin Act; and two
of the strongest advocates of that cause
in his county were Conservatives,
they not confining their labours to
their own county, but extending them
to the counties of Ontario and North
York. He desired to keep this ques-
tion apart from political feeling. He,
therefore, regretted that the hon.
member who had seconded the motion
of the hon. member for Lisgar, had
indulged in a strong political speech,
condemning the Government and his
hon. friend from West Middlesex for
not immediately passing this Act. He
agreed, most cordially, with his hon.
friend from North York that there had
been a great change in public opinion
onthis question. You couldnotgointo
any part of Canada but what you found
parties who had formerly been strongly
opposed to the measure were now its
strongest advocates. One of the
strongest advocates of prohibition in
the House, was, until very recently,
engaged in the traffle himself.

Mr. BOWELL: He has seen the
evils of it, I suppose.

Mr. OLIVER said that was one of
the signs of the times. He was rather
amÛused at his hon. friend from North

Hastings appearing very anxious for
the passage of a Prohibitory Liquor
Law, when lie had asserted that in the
counties where the Dunkin Act had
been passed there was more liquòr
sold than previously. So, according
to this, if a Prohibitory Liquor Law
was passed, there would be more liquor
sold than at the present time. But
there were difficulties to coitend with
in the passing of this Act. One was
in reference to vested rights. le was
not going to express his opinion upon
it, but it was a subject worthy the
serious consideration of the House, as
to whether parties who had put a large
amount of money in the business
should be remunerated for the losses
they must inevitably sustain if a Pro-
hibitory Liquor Law was passed. This
was one of the difficulties with regard
to the Dunkin Act. Another great
difficulty was that of smuggling. If a
prohibitory liquor law was passed
there would be smuggling on an exten-
sive scale. The hon. Minister of
Inland Revenue had stated that, as it
was, there was a large amount of
smuggling, and it would be seen by
the public press that illicit stills were
seized at various times in various parts
of the country. If the legitimate
trade was suppressed it would en-
courage illicit distillation as well as
smuggling. It was of the utmost
importance that the public should be
prepared for the passing of an Act of
this kind in order that they might be
prepared to assist the authorities in
carrying it into effect. When the
proper time came, and the question of
jurisdiction was settled, he would be
prepared te vote for a Prohibitory
Liquor Law, as he would be for an
improved Permissive Bill. le thought
the latter ought to be passed, as its
operation would give the Government
an idea whether a Prohibitory Liquor
Law could be carried out or not. It
was his intention to vote for the motion
of the hon. member for West
Middlesex.

Mr. MACDONALD(Centre Toronto)
said there were one or two things
which he regretted had been introduced
into the discussion. Ie regretted, for
instance, the atterapt which had been
made to cast reflections upon the hon.
member for West Middlesex. He
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thought that gentleman was entitled to
u very great deal of credit for the part
he had taken in the matter of temper-
ance. He regretted, on the other hand
the remarks made as to Conservatives
or Reformers in this discussion, and the
attempt made to show from pupers and
tables the number of men who applied
for licenses thai were Conservatives or
Reformers. His own impression was
that outside of this House the remarks
would be regarded as bids for votes. He
thought the matter of temperance
would have been immensely promoted
if it had been looked at altogether
.apart from polities.

Mr. DYMOND: Hear, hear.
Mr. MACDONALD : The bon.

mém ber says " hear, hear," and yet he
introduced it himself.

Mr. DYMOND: Possibly the hon.
imember was not in the House when
this question orizinated. I deprecate
.as strongly as ho does the introduction
of polities into this question, and I
only took the line I did because this
principle was departed from by the
hon. member who seconded the motion.
I agree with the remarks of the hon.
mem ber for North Oxford (Mr.Oliver);
but, if this question was to be made a
political one, I was determined that it
sbould be shown on which side was the
botter record.

Mr. MACDONAL) said he had hes-
itation in stating his own opinion as to
the difficulties which surrounded this
question. It was, to his mind, a mat-
ter of very grave doubt whether the
passage of a Prohibitory Act to-day
would secure the advance of the tem-
perance cause. Every reader of history
knew that the enforced piety, if that
was not a paradox. of the period
of the Commonwealth was followed
by the licentiousness of the reign of
Charles. And he maintained that the
steady example ofone man who through
bis life abstained from intoxicating
liquor for the benefit of the rest, was
botter thain 10,000 men who did not
drink liquor because they eould not get
it. In the matter of prohibition,it requir-
ed no little resolution in a day like this
for a mai to dare to be sino-ular when
that beverage was hand about so
freely. It required more fortitude for a
man now to put it away from bis table

Mr. MÂcDONALD.

than it would if, by an Act of Parlia-
ment, every man was obliged to appear
an abstainer, while not so in principle.
He wanted to glance at one or two of
the difficulties connected with the ob-
ject. There was, first, the simple
question of vested rights. The Govern-
ment was obtaining revenue year after
year for those who had invested large
sums of money in plant connected with
their business. He admitted that the
traffic was bad from beginning to end ;
but the Government had recognized it.
He maintained that, by a reasonable
and fair view, they could not by an Act
sweep away the capital invested with-
out making some provision for com-
pensation. When men had wares to
sell they displayed them wisely and
well. In the case of saloons he could
almost fancy he saw written over the
door: "He leaves all hopes behind
who enters bere." Another objection
to a Prohibitory Law was the displace-
ment of revenue which would ensue.
He thought the people should be
consistent. -He was often spoken to
in regard to prohibition, and he
asked his interlocutors in what way
they would make up the six millions
of revenue which would be displaced.
Hon. gentlemen said out of manufae-
tures. That was another objection.
But to bis mind the most serious
objection lay in the amount of smug-
gling, deceit and fraud which would
follow the enactment of a Prohibitory
Law--an amount of evil perhaps almost
as great as the law would prevent.
There was, however, a Prohibitory Law
which they could all adopt. Every
hon. member in this House could to-
morrow morning pledge to become an
abstainer. If they really were con-
sistent lot them cease talking about
Conservatives and Reformers, but be-
come pledged abstainers, and he would
venture to say that the effect of such
action would be felt throughout the
entire Dominion, and would make this
one of the most successful Sessions of
Parliament ever held in Canada.
Thon, ho thought, there was a great
deal too much said about what Paria-
ment was expected to do. Wore there
no other agencios which should speak
out ? Should not the Press speak out
on the question ? Did they not know
that wherever a temperance, paper
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was started it had only a poor,
sickly life for a very short
time, and then died a natural death ?
Why did not the Reform and Con-
servative Press throughout the country
speak out on the question? That
would afford the best evidence of what
Reformers and Conservatives felt in
regard to it. Then let the pulpits
speak out; let every Christian man and
woman throughout the land banish
alcoholic drinks from their tables.
An immense advance had been made
in the temperance cause. Any one
who was in Parliament thirteon or
fourteen years ago-there were only
thirteon or fourteen in the louse-
would agree that there was an immense
improvement in the louse as compared
with the legislative bo ]y of that time.
He had great hope for the temperance
cause, but he liked to speak plainly in
regard to it. If he were allowed to
refer to a private matter for a moment,
he would mention that a deputation
expressed a desire to wait upon him
before the day of his nomination. They
said they would only vote for a man who
would vote for prohibition pure and
simple. " Then,"'he said, " don't vote
for me." As the matter of prohibi-
tion progressed, the question of vested
rights nust be considered, and a scheme
propounded for providing the amount
Of revenue that would be displaced.
lie held that that was the only fair
and square way to meet the question
Oa either side of the House. He was
lot afraid to say ho was a temperance

Man, one who iad rigidly abstained;
and he was glad to see the cause
advancing.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he desired to
say a few words on this question. The
hIn. gentleman who had moved the
resolution, he believed had moved it
Premacturely, ard he quite approved of
the resolution of his hon. friend the
nember for Middlesex. The seconder

cf the resolution had alluded to a report
ofa conversation which ho (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) had had with Mr. Knowlton
regarding the course the Government
would pursue. He had only to say
that Mr. Knowlton had denied that
statement Over bis own hand, and had
given a corrected statement of what
took place between them. The House
knew he had been in favour of a Pro-

hibitory Liquor Law for 30 years. It
was nearly 30 years since he gave
utterance to these views on the public
platform, when few men, either in
public or private life, gave utterance tO
similar views on this question. He
always held, however, that it was
useless to give legislation on this or
any other question until the public
was ready for it. He quite admitted
that public men of standing and
ability might lead the public mind
to a considerable extent. To legis-
late in advance of public opinion
was merely to produce anarchy instead
ot maintaining law and order. He
did not believe that public opinion
was ripe for a Prohibitory Liquor Law,
even if the power was located. He
believed a great advance had been made
towards it, and the more fact that a
Prohibitory Law had been voted upon
and practically carried in many
counties,-though in many large
counties, notably bis own, by nar-
row majorities,-proved a willingness
on the part of a very large proportion
of our population, if not of a majority,
to have such legislation as that. He
quite admitted that ordiriary political
life, ordinary political affairs, and
ordinary political questions, were quite
secondary to a question of such vast
importance as would be produced by a
reform in the drinking habits of the
country. Bat abundant evidence was
furnished in the shape of the Inland
Revenue returns, in the figures pre-
sented every year, that, wbile there
had been more intelligent appreciation
on the part of the publie generally of
the views of temperance men, and a
nearer approach to that state of public
opinion whici would justity a not very
remote Legislature in enacting a some-
what stringent measure in that direc-
tion, it was quite evident from these
returns that the drinking habits of the
people had not to any extent been
atfected as to the quanti ty use1, by the
agitation which had prevailed and
been useful in its way. There was
more ardent spirit consurned this
moment than ten years ago. It was
quite true that there had been a dimi-
nation in the amount last year.
Whether this resalted from an improved
public opinion, from the greatér
advance of temperance views with
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the people generally, or produced
to some or the entire extent by the in-
ability to purchase as compared with
former years, he would not venture to
say. They could hope for the best,
tbough personally he thought it was
partially due to those reasons. He
could only say in such matters that it
was no- desirable to have it made a
political foot-ball. He did not believe
that any of his friends, certainly not
himself, were seeking to make a poli-
tical foot-bali out of the question for
the benefit of their own party. He
was bound to take a fair and reasonable
view of the difficulties in the way, and
believed at this moment, if the Legis-
lature had the power and in the exer-
cise of that power should enact a Pro-
hibitory Liquor Law,it would be impos-
sible with the support which was to be
obtained at present from public opin-
ion, to carry it practically into eliect.
He believed they would run great dan-
ger of vastly increasing the oppor-
tunities for the illegal sale of intoxi-
cating liquors, instead of having it
controlled by some sort of licence sys-
tem as at present. Any backward
step in this movement would be a fatal
calamity to the prosperity of the tem-
perance cause and of the country gen-
erally. On the other hand, the
revenue difficulty raised by the hon.
member for Centre Toronto (Mr.
Macdonald) would have to be met.
No doubt, as • bad been stated,
if, by passing a Prohibitory Law
you could compel people to avoid
spending their money in the consump-
tion of ardent spirits, and spend more
for the necessaries and luxuries of
life, it must necessarily result
in increasing the revenue from
Customs, and otherwise promoting
the prosperity of the people by making
them better able to pay taxes from
some other source. At the same time,it
must be remembered that they derived
nearly one-fourth of the revenue from
Excise, and they would have to face
the responsibility of imposing some
soit of direct taxation, for some years
at least, in order to make up the deficit
caused by such a law as this. It
night be stated, and with a good deal
of reason, that they should let no
revenue considerations interfere with
what would prove a great moral refor-

.Mr. M.AOKzNz.

mation in the country. Ie was bound
to admit that that should have due
weight. He would not be the last to
recognize its force when they came to
deal with the subject at close quarters.
They would have to decide on the
course to be recommended by Parlia-
ment to pursue. In the meantime, it
was quite clear that the motion indi-
cated by the hon. member for Lisgar
was premature, and could serve no
purpose. It might embarrass the Gov-
ernment a little if the House should
declare it to be the duty of the Gov-
ernment to do what they believed it
was not their duty to do; but he did
not believe that the House was of
opinion that the Government should
at the present moment do what the
hon. gentleman indicated. Atter the
argument advanced by hon. gentlemen
on both sides of the Iouse, he believed
there would be no difficulty in arriving
at the conclusion that the amendment
made by his hon. friend, the member
for West Middlesex,was the one which
should have their confidence and sup-
port.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought the hon. gentleman at the
head of the Government had taken a
very wise course in making the declara-
tion which he had donc, as the state-
ment would no doubt dissipate the idea
which was entertained to some exteit
and had found expression in the Press,
that the hon. the Premier was in favour
of a Prohibitory Liquor Law. The
hon. gentleman had just told them that
he was not in favour of it; he Ws
opposed to it. Although, he thought,
the hon. gentleman said he waS in
favour of a Prohibitory Liquor Law
thirty years ago, he was opposed to it
now.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I am as much
in favour of it as ever.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Then
it follows that you never were in (avOur
of it, for you are opposed to it now.
The Premier thought the time had not
yet come for such a law, that the
public mind was not sufficiently edu-
cated up to it, and if the louse Was
quite ready to pass the law bY a
majority, yet he (Mr. Mackenzie) him-
self would not be in favour of it, as t
could not be enforced and would be Of
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Do service. For his part lie agreed that
it would be wrong to pass a law which
the people would not obey. But he
could not vote for the amendment for
two reasons. First, it e pressed adoubt
as to the power of the House to legis-
late on the question. He had no
doubt whatever that the House had
such power, and he believed that the
Supreme Court would so decide wben
the case was laid before the tribunal.
But there was another proposition in
the amendment, " that this House,while
not receding from the opinion ex-
pressed in favour of a Prohibitory
Liquor Law, deemed it expedient," and
so on. Now the House had nover
taken any step towards prohibitory
legislation, and therefore it could not
recede from a position it had never
taken. It was true there had been a
Committee and a report, but the report
was never adopted by this House.
The House had never been asked to
concur in it-never had concurred in
itand had never taken any stops on it;
therefore, it was a recital which was
not true as a matter of fact. They
could not recite any such previous
declaration. On these two grounds, in
first place, because they had power' to
legilate, and, in the second place,
because the statement was not borne
out by the facts, as shown by the
Journals of the House, te must vote
against the amendment.

Mr. APPLEBY said lie thought this
the most important question that had
ever come before the House. Being a
moral question, affecting life, property
and social happiness, it was far superior
to such mnatters as trade, commerce
and finance. He had long been assoc-
iated with the temperance reform,
and be believed that the only
sure remedy for the existing evils
of itemperance was the enactment of
a Prohibitor.y Liquor Law. The aspect
presented by the debate was peculiar.
The Premier told them he had been
for thirty years, and was still, in
favour of such a law, but thought it
unwise to legislate in advance of public
,Pinion. lie hardly agreed with the
ton. gentleman on this int. Theright hon. member for Kingston had
criticized the position of the First
Minister, and had, he thought, unfairly
"Itempted to interpret that hon. gen-

tleman's language by giving it a mean-
ing that the ton, gentleman did not
intend to convey; but the right hon.
gentleman sat down without telling
them what his views and opinions on
the question were. Ie believed that
such a law was of the first importance to
the country. Aside from party polities,
be was bound to unite with that party,
whatever its shade or stripe might be,
which honestly would endeavour to
pass such a law. The right hon. gen-
tleman was an old politician and
staiesman, who had been in the field
for thirty years, and his (Sir John A.
Macdonald's) opinions on this subject,
as on every other,weie well formed and
established. He asked the hon. gentle-
man to tell the House and country what
his views on this question were. He
would not let the hon. gentleman
escape ; and if the hon. gentleman
would inform the House that he was
in favor of a Prohibitory Liquor Law,
and that as soon as he crossed the
House and took a seat on the Treasury
Benches, which the hon. gentleman
expected to do at an early day, he
would introduce such a law, he (Mr.
Appleby) would pledge to the hon.
gentleman his honest support, forgiv-
ing the bon. gentleman the many
political offences te had committed,
as he was prepared, under such cir-
cumstances, to forgive him (Sir John
A. Macdonald) the many faults he
would probably commit, as any Gov-
ernment necessarily did in the adminis-
tation of public affairs. The right
hon. gentleman had acted most unfairly
in trifling with the House as te had;
done. One of the first things he (Mr.
Appleby) and the people he had the
honour to represent, had in view, was
the passage of such a law. He had
associated himself in the House-
with temperance men, and after
frequent discussions, they had agreed
it would be better to wait until the-
question of jurisdiction was finally
settled, before they should press on the·
Government the great importance of
introducing this measure, when lot
and behold, almost at the eleventh
tour, the hon. member-for Lisgar made
this motion. The hon. mover, at 'the
same time, told them that he (Mr.
Schultz) had never been connected
with the work of temperance reform.
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and it was, consequently, astonishing
that this lon. gentleman, of all the hon.
members, should have introduced this
question. lie had no doubt as to the
matter of jurisdiction, but when it was
settled beyond dispute, he would asso-
ciate himself with the party which
was prepared to introduce a Prohibitory
Liquor Law. He again called upon the
right hon. gentleman to express at once
his views on this question.

Mr. FARROW said the Premier had
stated that he had misquoted the hon.
gentleman. le asked the Premier to
set him and the House right in the
matter. lie would read the words over
again, as to the interview the Premier
had with Mr. Knowlton at the Queen's
Hotel. lis words were these-

"Mr. Knowlton, about half-past eight
o'clock, entered the hall and said: 'Grand
Worthy Chief Teniplar, I have a very impor-tant communication to make to this Grand
Lodge. I have just come from the Queen's
Hotel, where I have had an interview with
the Premier, the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, and
lie assures me that he is strong for prohibi-
tion; and that if we will only back hm up
by plerty of petitions, lie will do his best;
and he will do his uitnost to have enacted, as

seedily as posible,aProhibitory LiquorLaw.
He also assures me thiat he is a strong temn-

perance mai, and a Good Templar; and
that, were it not for pressing en iagements
elsewhere, lie (the Premier) would be with
us to-night.'

He did not ask in an impertinent
vay, but earnestly, to be set right on

this point. He paused for a reply.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I have already
stated what were my views to the House.
I have never stated my vie ws anywhere
else. I could not have said that I was
a Good Templar, because I never was;
and I could not have gone to that
meeting, because I had no business in
other people's bouses.

Mr. FARROW: And you did not
Btate what is here said ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes ; I never
stated that.

Mr. FARROW denied that ho had
made of this matter a political ques-
tion. AlU he had said was that the
Premier ought -not to have led temper-
ance people to believe he desired to
introduce a Prohibitory Liquor Law.
Whatever the hon. gentleman had said
to Mr. Knowlton, the words he had

Mr. APPLEBT.

quoted were said by Mr. Knowlton in
the Grand Temple, then assembled.
The hon. member for North York had
said that the late lamented Mr. Cameron
had been misled, or he (Mr. Cameron)
never would have said what he
did at the meeting on the 12th March,
1875. He believed he could say dis-
tinctly and positively that the late
Mr. Cameron knew what he stated at
the time. This was the last temper-
ance speech the lamented gentleman
had ever made, and ho believed
that he (Mr. Cameron) had never
spoken more earnestly to the ques-
tion than he then did. He now
asked the hon. member for West
Middlesex, if he (M. Ross) was at that
meeting. The hon. gentleman was
there, and what did the bon. gentleman
in coming out from it say to a friend.
H1e wanted the House and country to
know. The hon. member then said:-

"I see clearly that some one has got to be
hurt with this question of prohibition before
it is through with, and I will take good care
that it shall not be I."

What did the hon. gentleman say to
this ? lHe thought that the hon. gen-
tleman had taken most excellent care
that " it shall not be I." The hon.
gentleman's whole manœuvring at the
Montreal Convention had been "it shall
not be I." What consolation had the
hon. member received this night from
his chiefs ? What did tie lion. gentle-
man's amendment say ? It asked for
time. This was reasonable; all the
hon. gentleman asked for was a few
months. He (Mr. Ross, Middlesex)
declared that they must corne to some
conclusion shortly, and before the next
Session. Was this wlat the bon. gen-
tleman really meant? Did he under-
stand that the hon. gentleman would
move in the matter next Session ? The
hon. gentleman's leader, however, said
he(Mr.Mackenzie)had had this question
at heart for thirty years, and that he
saw no signs favourable to the passage
of such a law yet. He would judge
from his remarks that the hon. gentle-
man would not propose such a law
for another thirty years. The hon.
gentleman from West Middlesex ap-
peared to be a great admirer of the

iDunkin Act. He (Mr. Farrow) was
not. He thought that this law W8s

onesided. He ardently and earnestlY
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desired prohibition for the whole coun-
try, but the hon. member seemed to
be in love with this Act. It had been
on the Statute-book for 13 years, and
why had not the hon. gentleman
thought of it before, if it was such a
very good thing. Why had not the
hon. gentleman submitted this law in
West Middlesex ? The hon. gentle-
man was evidently determined that
whoever should be hurt-" it should not
be I." This was the bon. gentleman's
motto. The hon. gentleman had
stated the other day that he had the
endormation of all temperance men and
organizations for his course; but the
hon. gentleman bad not had the ear-
nest endorsation of Hon. Mr. Cameron.
Mr. McNaughton, of Cobourg had
publisbed the following statement in
the Temperance Advocate:-

"I charge the Government with eluding,
tampering with, postponing, and in any and
in every way, by their organs and their hired
defenders, evading the issue of tem prance.
I an sorry to say these words. I am a
Reformer and have never given a Conserva-
tive vote; but I do love this cause yet more,
and I am very anxious that our party in the
House of Conunons shouil do better than
in the Ontario Legislature."

This gentleman's opinions were
worth something as well as those
of the lon. Malcolm Cameron. He
wishe ito call attention to what the
Rev. A. A. Cameron, a well-known
clergvyman of Ottawa, thought of the
Montreal Convention. In a letter
written to an earnest temperance
worker, in May, 1876, the rev. gentle-
Man said :

"I amt perfectly convinced that we have
been conpletely sold by the Montreal Con-
'ention leaders."

This was written several months
after the Convention was held. The
Rev. Mr'. Cameron was not only a very
reliable Reformer, but also a great
friend, ho believed, of the hon. mem-
ber for West Middlesex. He had given
reasons, with these proofs, for saying
what ho had the other day on this
question. His complaint then and
now was, and should be, that, until the
hon. gentlemen in question showed
more earnestness in dealing with this
fatter, they were unworthy of support.
The se hon. gentlemen, at the general
elections in 1873, had made professions
which had never been fulfilled to the

country, and which, to all appearances,
were hollow. Every time they were
dosired to walk up to the mark,
they ran back. IHow was the Premier
to know when the country desired pro-
hibition ? How many petitions were
required ? If the hon. gentleman
waited until every one consented to it,
they would never have prohibition, and
this the hon. member for West Middle-
sex knew. Having gone to the expense
of sending a Commission to Maine to
ascertain how the law worked, and
having received a favourable report,
ho thought the Government ought to
have done something. He hoped the
question would not bo viewed in a
party light, but that all true friends of
the cause would support a prohibitory
measure.

Mr. GIREENWAY said ho had been
more or less connectod with the tem-
perance movement in the West for
some time, and ho felt it was his duty
to make a few remarks on this question,
and give a reason for the vote lie was
about to record. He regretted that
polities should be mixed up in a ques-.
tion of so much importance as this.
During the discussion more than one
hon. member had referred to politics.
This was certainly to be regrettod, as
it was the duty of all temperance
men, whether Conservatives or Re-
formers, to try and drive from the
country that monstrous evii of
intemperance. He heartily agreed
with the hon. member for Centre
Toronto, that it was necessary first
of all that those who advocated
intemperance should first pass a
ProhibitoryLiquor Law for themselves;
it would do a great deal of good, not
only for themselves but for the
temperance cause. The hon. gentleman
who had just sat down (Mr. Farrow)
asked why the Dunkin Act was not
brought out before. The tenperance
people wanted somethi ng whereby
they might express an opinion in
regard to prohibition, and that was the
only means at their disposal at present.
It was not their ultimatum, but it
afforded an opportunity of testing the
feeling of the people on this question.
He believed that prohibition was the
only cure for the evil of intemperance.
The Dunkin Act was unfair. If it
were passed in one county, it simply
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gave an unfair advantage to the
dealers in the adjoining counties; it
decreased the value of one man's
property and enhanced that of another.
It might be possible at the next
generli: election to take the sense of
the people in regard to a Prohibitory
Law. As soon as a majority declared
in favour of it, the House would be
justified in passing such a measure.
The fact that the Dunkin Aet could not
be enforced in many counties merely
proved that public sentiment was not
ripe for prohibition. Asatemperance
,advocate the hon. member for West
Middlesex (Mr. Ross) required no
defence at his hands. He agreed with
that hon. gentleman that they should
go slowly, securing their position at
each step. It would indeed be unwise
to proceed hastily in this matter, and
any hon. meuiber who advocated a
Prohibitory Law at this time was one
of the worst enemies of the temperance
cause. Taking that view, he believed
it to be his duty to record his vote in
favour of the amendment of the hon.
member for West Middlesex, and he
hoped that before the next election
some means would be devised to obtain
an expression of the people on this
important question. He hoped it would
be treated bere, and in the country,
without reforence to political feeling
or party prejudices, and that all friends
of the cause would unite with one
common object, the suppression of the
evils arising out of the liquor traffic.

Mr. GOUDGE said he had always
been in favour of a Prohi bitorv Liquor
Law, as he believed it to be the only
effectual remedy for the evils of intem-
perance. But, before any legislative
action was taken, Parliament should
be in possession of knowledge to enable
it to judge whether a majority of the
people were favourable to the passage
of such a law. The hon. member for
North Hiuron (Mr. Farrow) had taken
occasion to challenge the sinceiity of
hon. members on that side of the House,
and characterize their professions as
hollow and meaningless. Yet before
the hon. gentleman sat down he made
an appeal to bath sides to lay aside
sectional and political difficulties, and
to unite on this question. He thought
this question might safely be left to
the hon. member for West Middlesex,

Mr. GREENWAY.

who had long carried the banner of
temperance in this House. He thought
they should give that hon. gentleman
credit for his sturdy, consistent advo-
cacy of the cause, both in bis publie
and private life. Before the hon.
member for North Huron charged
anyone with insincerity, the House
ought to be placed in possession
of the fact whether he was a practical
teetotaller or not. For himself, he
had been strictly teetotal since he was
nine years of age, and be had no
hesitation in saying that when the
proper time came, and he was in posses-
sion of the information thatthe majority
of the people were favourable to it, he
would record his vote in favour of
prohibition. The hon. gentleman (Mr.
Farrow) said no benefits were derived
from the Dunkin Act ; but he (Mr.
Goudge) thought that Act would fur-
nish the information to enable them to
arrive at a practical solution of the
question. By observing the vote on
this Act in the different counties of
Ontario they would soon see what the
sentiment of the people was. While
they had no Dunkin Act in Nova
Scotia, they had another which practi-
cally enabled them to gain the infor-
mation desired. Any one wishing to
obtain a license to sell liquor was
obliged to obtain the signatures of a
majority of the ratepayers, and then
submit the petition to the Grand Jury
of the county. That amounted almost
to prohibition as far as the issue of
licenses was concerned. He would vote
for the amendment of the hon. member
for West Middlesex, as he hoped that
before next Session they would be in
possession of information as to the
sentiment of the people in regard to
this question.

Mr. ROSS (West Middlesex) called
the attention of the hon. member for
Kingston to the first clause of the
resolution in reference to the words
" grave doubts." The Supreme Court
of Nova Scotia had decided that the
Local Legislatures had jurisdictiOnt
over the liquor traffie. Chief-Justice
Ritchie had decided that the DominiOn
Legislature had jurisdic.tion. There
were other decisions of like character.

Mr. GILLMOR said he had sone
experience in the passing of a Prohibi-
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tory Liquor Law in New Brunswick.
The hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, the hon. member for Queen's
(Mr. Ferris) and himself were the only
members present, who were members
of the -New Brunswick Parliament at
the time a Probibitory Liquor Law was
passed. There was no difficulty in ob-
taining a majority in the New Bruns-
wick Legislature at that time. A disso-
lation of that Parliament was the
result of the passage of that law, and
the niembers were sent back to the
people. Ther e were other issues mixed
up with that contest, but it was the
question which caused the dissolution,
and it was the main question to be de-
eided at that time. And on the
reassembling of the new Parliament
only two out of the forty-one members
ieturned were returned to vote against
the repeal of that law, he being one of
then. IHe believed the introduction
of the question was premature, and diid
not aid in advancing, but rather
retarded, the progress of total absti-
nence. It was not his business whether
lion. members of this House indulged
in a glass of wine or not ; but it was
bis opinion that representing, as they
did, the opinions of the people of the
country, unless a large number of
them were themselves total abstainers,
a Prohibitory Liquor Law could not
be carried ont because they must be
assumed to represent the social habits,
intelligence, and practices of the peo-
ple. If the evil of intemperance was
So great that they must compel other
people to abstain from drinking,
they would certainly be more consist-
ent to abstain themselves before seek-
ing to compel others ; and until there
were a larger number of total
abstainers in Parliament than there
Was at present, it was to him pretty
good evidence that a Prohibitory Law
would not be successfully carried out.
le believed the temperance sentiment
was advancing, but to introduce a Pro-
hibitory Law now, would, in bis
Opinion, ho premature, and ho would,
therefore, vote for the amendment.
le would not venture on a temperance
speech to those who knew the great
evils of intemperance as well as ho.
t wasc undoubtedly, the greatest social

evil of the day, and so great that it
woluld justify a Prohibitory Law, and

ho was prepared to vote for it just as
soon as he thought it could be success-
fully enforced. Moral suasion was
doing a noble work; but, when public
sentiment was sufficiently advanced to
carry out prohibition, he would, if in
Parliament, be prepared to vote for it.
He was himself a total abstainer, and
all members, as well as aIl others who
acknowledged the extent of the vice of
intemperance, would do more good to
the cause by abstaining thenselves,
than by prematurely enacting a com-
pulsory law; and they would find
mueh more freedom in advocating the
cause of temperance. The question
should be dealt with outside of party
politics, although it would seem as if
this were impossible, party feeling in
connection with this question being
manifested both in and out of Parlia-
ment. Intemperate indulgence in
strong drink was undoubtedly the
greatest social evil, but the extreme
to which party political prejudices and
rancour extended, was almost as great.

Mr. FLESIER said he recognized
the importance of the question, and the
desirableness of public opinion being
known before any action was taken
upon it. No policy should be adopted
which would have to be retra(ted in
the future. But, while he recognized
the force of the arguments of the First
Minister in this respect, he thought
every hon. gentleman should acquaint
himself with the views of bis con-
stituents on the subject, as had been
suggested by the hon. member for
North Huron (Mr. Farrow). He
understood that a number of gentlemen
who were prominent abstainers had
waited upon the First Minister in
Montreal to obtain bis personal opinion,
and he understood that that hon. gen-
tleman had given encouragement to
the view that the question should be
submitted to popular vote. In the
absence of this popular vote, the best
expression of public opinion was the
vote of hon. members themselves.
Although ho thought the Dunkin Act
was a very imperfect measure, a
majority of 800 had been given in
favour of it in his county. le, there-
fore had no alternative but to vote for
the motion of the hon. mem ber for
Lisgar, and ho did not sec that any
hon. gentleman whe represented con-

Prohibitory [APRmt 11, 1877.J



[COMMONS.]

stituencies which had declared in
favour of the Dunkin Act, bad any
other alternative.

Mr. McCRANEY said, from the fact
that he had the honour to represent
the most temperate county in Ontario,
he must say that he felt somewhat
uneasy with reference to this great
question. The people of his county
also felt somewhat uneasy. They felt
that some advance ought to be made
in this question. In 1864, he believed,
the Dunkin Act was submitted to the
electors of his county, and it was
carried by about 500 majority; but
through some legal technicality the by-
law was quashed. The question had not
been subimitted since, not because it
could not be carried by a large
majority, but because they were de-
sirous of either securing prohibition
pure and simple, or else some
amendments to the Dunkin Act.
He bolieved the people would be satis-
fied at preseit, as a step in the direction
of prohibition, if the ballot was applied
and the number of polling places
increased, if there was only one day's
polling, the five gallon clause abolished,
and it was made compulsory on County
Councils to submit the by-law. Ie
did not entirely approve of prohibition
in spots, it being too circumscribed in
its character ; but even that was
better than no prohibition. There was
no doubt that there were great diffi-
culties surrounding this question; they
had already boen referred to by the
hon. the Prime Minister, and he did not
wonder that the Government hesitated
in their action. If thev desired to
obtain a prohibitory nieasure they
must throw aside all political differ-
ences, and make the temperance ques-
tion the great question before the
people. For his own part, he was
quite willing to sink every other
political question in order to obtain
prohibition. 11e would support pro-
hibition every time, when he believed
it was advocated by those who were
sincere. But he paused in regard to
this motion of the hou. member for
Lisgar. It was a significant fact that
neither the mover nor seconder of the
motion was a total abstainer or Prohi-
bitionist. He was satisfied that no
man who was not a total abstainer
himself could consistently ask others

Mr. FLESNER.

to advocate a system on which ho him-
self was not sincere. He hoped the
Supreme Court would soon settle the
question of jurisdiction. Then the
people ofthis Dominion could have pro-
hibition whenever they were ready for
it. In view of al] these considerations,
especially the fact that the question of
jurisdiction had not been settled, he
did not see his way clear to supporting
the motion of the hon. member for
Lisgar.

Mr. SMITH (Peel) said the discus-
sion was a pretty fair indication of the
fact that if a majority did not desire
prohibition, ut least a very large pro-
portion did. As the temperance people
had decided a short time ago that it
would not be expedient to force pro-
hibition now, the fHouse would, in pas-
sing the motion, go directly opposite
to what the temporance people asked.
Moreover, we had 3,000 miles of a
boundary line between us and a country
where illicit distillation had given a
great deal of trouble, it having even
dragged down some of the best Ameri-
can politicians, and at the present time
the Mounted Police in the North-West
were fully occupied in preventing
liquor being brought in from the
United States illegally. If a Prohibi-
tory Liquor Law were passed, the same
difficulties would exist here as existed
in the North-West.

Mr. SCHULTZ said some hon.
gentlemen had expressed doubts as to
his sincerity in making this motion,
but if there were one evidence of his
sincerity as a Prohibitionist more than
another it was the part ho had taken
in assisting the passage of the first
Prohibitory Law in the Dominion. The
passage of this resolution would
commit the Government to immediate
action in this matter, but it would
place them in this position: that,
having taken the sense of the louse on
this matter, when the question of
jurisdiction was settled by the Supreme
Court, they would be able to go on and
pass a prohibitory measure which ho
believed, all the speakers on both side
of the House had admitted, was the
only remedy for intemperance. The
hon. member for Centre Toronto (Mr.
Macdonald) had dwelt in a
interesting way on the injury which
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would accrue to vested rights. Did the

hon. gentleman forget that this was

not an agitation of a day, or of a year,
but of many years, and that these

gentlemen who are engaged in the

manufacture of spirits in Canada must
know that, if the assertion of the hon.

gentleman were correct, that the
temperance movement was advancing,
and we were all the time steadily
progressinDg towards prohibition, sooner
or later that from which they derived
so much revenue would be left upon
their hands. It was, therefore, the
duty of those people themselves to look
out for the possible ending of this
lucrative traffic. He (Mr. Schultz) did
not agree with bis hon. friend froi
Centre Toronto that they should have
this tender feeling for these vested
rights in dealirig with this question.
In regard to the matter of revenue,
notwithstanding the fact that the
passage of a Prohibitory Liquor Law
would make a difference of six millions
to the revenue, the same argument
applied. The Government of the day
must have known of the agitation
which had been proceeding in this
country; they, too, must see that sooner
or later, if this agitation kept on,
this question must be met, and it was
not to bc met by the suggestion of any
individual menber of the House. It
was the duty of the Governrment to
provide for those exigencies them-
selves, and hon. gentlemen were not,
in bis opinion, called upon to advance
any suggestion with a view to relieving
the Government of what might possi-
bly be a source of embarrassment. A
good deal had been said upon the Dun-
kin Act. A good many gentlemen
seened to be of the opinion that it
would be better to be contented with
the Dunkin Act. That would be all
right for hon. gentlemen who repre-
8ented counties in Ontario and Quebec,
because he believed it was only there
that that Aet applied; but even it they
wanted that Act in Manitoba, in the
Present state of the question in regard
to jurisdiction, ho did not believe the
Government would consent to its
extension to that Province. While,
therefore, in Ontario and Quebec they
Inight sec some chance of averting,
with this lesser measure, some portion
'If this evil, in Manitoba, they were
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entirely deprived of any redress what-
ever. He (Mr. Schultz) looked upon
drunkenness as a disease to a very great
extent, and ho was not disposed to hold
so highly the efforts made by temper-
ance societies and organizations of
varions kinds, as gentlemen who had
spoken in regard to them were. He be-
lieved that after a certain stage drunk-
enness so far became a disease that
they could not reach the man who was
the subject of it by moral measures at
all, and that all the commendable
,efforts of temperance organizations, all
the efforts made in the pulpit and else-
where by temperance lecturers, were,
in many cases, utterly thrown away.
Therefore, in the consideration of this
subject, which was first brought up in
this House by his hon. friend from
West Middlesex (Mr. Ross), ho felt
that no Dunkin Act, no success,
however great, would be appli-
cable to it, and the only remedy
would be the passage of a Prohibit3ry
Law by the Supreme Court of the Par-
liament of Canada. He hoped, if the
measure which ho had placed before
the flouse did not carry, it would have
at least a sufficiently large number of
hon. gentlemen to support it as to give
it that prominence which ho thought
it deserved. If ho could see in the
amendment offered by the hon. gentle-
man from West Middlesex, any middle
course, any way of getting out of the
difficulty, any way whieh, if the Gov-
ernment found-as they would pro.
bably find-the question of jurisdiction
settled this summer, would compel the
Government to take action upon it at
the next Session of Parliament, he
would have been disposed to support
the amendment. He had no feeling of
hostility towards it whatever; he
merely differed with the hon. gentle-
man, and would vote against his amend-
ment.

Mr. KILLAM said he had the honour
of representing a constituency in which
for many years no licenses had been
granted for the sale of liquors. He
believed that not more than one-half
the adult male population there knew
the taste of ardent liquors. He did not
say that liquor was not sold there, but
it was a temperance county, and he did
not doubt that half the voters were
members of temperance organizations.
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From a constituency of that sort they
would not expect to see a member
returned unless he were a pretty good
friend to the prohibition movement;
and having both from choice and
necessity been a friend of that move-
ment in the past, he expected to be a
friend to it in the future, and hoped to,
have pleasure some day, if the confi-
dence reposed in him by that constitu-
ency were not forfeited, to sup-
port a Prohibitory Liquor Law,
if the jurisdiction were here,
or to assist it in some other place'
if the jurisdiction were not here. How-
ever, at the present time, he believed
the friends of temperance in bis own
county, in common with those in the
rest of the Dominion, were not pre-
pared to see a Prohibitory Liquor Law
forced upon the country. They had
seen some of the effects of passing a
law of that kind hastily, and, although
they had understood pretty well the
argument of some of their temperance
friends, that if the people left off drink-
ing rum, they would buy more clothes,
cabinet organs, and things of that kind,
-still, no doubt, the revenue would be
seriously diminished, and the result
might be, perhaps,-what it might not
be fair to impute to his hon. friends on
the opposite side of the 1House-that
they would have the pleasure of defeat-
ing the present Administration,because
they would not have sufficient money
to carry on the public service. He
(Mr. Killam) believed, and thought
the Government believed, that the only
hope of securing good and sound tem-
perance reform, and a Liquor Law
when the time came, lay with the
Reform Party; and, as far as he knew,
the great friends of temperance
throughout the country had a majority
upon the Reform side. Whatever
motion might be moved in this House,
either with an honest view of promot-
ing the interests of temperance or for
any other purpose, lie had no doubt the
temperance men of this country were
intelligent enough to be able to weigh
the arguments pro and con used in this
louse or outside of it and to take

into consideration the motives impel-
ling friends of temperance in this House
to take either side of the question; and,
he had no doubt, the great body would
support the course of the temperance

Mr. KILLÀx.

members in opposing the motion of
the member for Lisgar (Mr. Schultz)
and voting for that of the member for
West Middlesex (Mr. ]Ross), because
they knew the conflict of jurisdiction.
In his own Province they had reason
to complain of the operation of their
own law which was better than the Dun-
kin Act, and which, if passed in Manito-
ba, would go far to prevent undue indul-
gence in intoxicating liquor. But the
friends of temperance were willing to
wait, first, to see where the jurisdie-
tion lay; and after that was ascertained,
he believed they were willing to wait
to ascertain pretty nearly what public
opinion was before they proceeded with
the measure. He thought the sugges-
tion which had been made at different
times-that as the temperance organiza-
tions extended through the country, in
every town and village, and had such
a perfect organization, it would be
quite possible for them, through their
different divisions and lodges, to ascer-
tain whether a majority of the people
of the Dominion were or were not in
favour of prohibition, by petitions pre-
sented to the House, was worthy of
notice. They had had an example of
what could be done in this matter a
year or two ago. If each division
canvassed the country, and a majority
of the people could be got to petition,
it would be a convincing proof that
the majority were in favour of prohibi-
tion. In the meantime, he was sure
that temperance men did not desire to
see the question unduly hastened, and
would be willing to wait for the decis-
ion of the Supreme Court of the
Dominion.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Ross, West Middlesex) agreed to, 011
the following division -

Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Bain
Barthe
Béchard
Bernier
Bertram
Big~

Borden
Bourassa
Brooks
Brouse
Bro'wn

TmÂS:

Messieurs
Horton
Irving
.Tetté
Jones (lali&x)
Killam
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (cntre

Toronto)
MacDonnell
McDougal (8. Renfr)
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Bunster
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Cauchon
Charlton
Christie
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Colby
Cook
Coupal
Cunningham
Delorme
De St. Georges
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fleming
Flynn
Forbes
Fréchette
Galbraith
Geoffrion
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Greenway
Guthrie
Hagar
Hall
Higinbotham
Holton

MacKay (Cape Breton)
McKay (Coîchester)
Mackenzie
McGraney
McIntyre
Mclsaac
McLeod
McNab
Metcalfe
Mills
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pickard
Ray
Robillard
Ross (East Durham)
Ross (West Middlesex)
Ross (Prin ýe Edward)
Ryan
Rymal
Scatcherd
Scriver
Shibley
Short
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider
St. Jean
Thompson IHaldimand)
Thomson (Welland)
Trow
Vail
Wallace (ý 'bert)
Wood
Workm'ri
Young.-104.

NÂTB:

Messieurs
Baby. Macdonald (Kingston)
Benoit McDougall (Three Riv.)
Blanchet McCallum
Bowell McQuade
Cameron Masson
Caron Monteith
Cheval Montplaisir
Cimon Mousseau
Costigan Ouimet
Cuthbert Palmer
Daoust Pettes
DeCosmos Pinsonneault
Desjardins Platt
Dewdney Plumb
Dom'ville Robinson
Farrow Robitaille
Ferguson Rochester
Flesher Rouleau
Fraser Roy
Gaudet Schultz
Gibbs (North Ontario) Sinclair
Gibbs (South Ontario) Stephenson
Gill Thompson (Cariboo)
Haggart Tupper
Hurteau Wallace (S. Norfolk)
Jones (South Leeds) White (East Hastingu)
Kirkpatrick White (North Renfrew)Langevin Wright (Ottawa Co.)Lanthier Wright (Pontiac).-59.Little

Question put on the motion as
ailended.

Mr. BUNSTER: I certainly feel it
'nY boundenduty to thank the Premier

s88

of the Dominion for his good judgment
in putting down this question. I am
glad to see ho takes such a sensible
view of it, and h. instructed his collea-
gues on the othe -ide of the House in
the way he has ne. Even the hon.
member for Wes Nliddlesex has been
converted to wh; i have been advocat-
ing for the last t ree or four Sessions.
I give them cred , for their conversion
to the principles have been advocat-
ing.

Motion, as aine ded, agreed to on the
same Division, a, llows

"Whereas grave d, bts exist,whether,under
the provisions of T1h British North America
Act, 1867, this Hou-e has the power to deal
with the sale of It oxicating Liquors as a
beverage; and whemas the Court of Error
and Appeal in the Province of Ontario has
referred a case to the Suprenie Court, where-
by the relative juris liction of the Provincial
and Dominion Legis latures over the Liquor
Traffic will be argued : Be it therefore
Resolved, That this Uouse, while not reced-
ing from any previous declaration on the im-
portance of a IProhilbitory Liquor Law, deems
it inexpedient under these circumstances, at
present to express any opinion regarding the
action to be taken by the Goverument, in
dealing with this question."

ONTARIO BUI L DING SOCIETIES
ACT AMEN DMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 21.]

(-Mr. Hall.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the third time and passed.

QUEBEC BUILDING SOCIETIES
BILL.-[BILL No. 53.]

(-Mr. Jetté.)

THIRD READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 53),
To make further provision respeoting
the constituting and management of
Building Societies in the Province of
Quebec.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. JETTÉ said he had drafted
another clause in place of the last
section, which had been struck out.
The object of the amendment was to
render the Act immediately applicable

Routine
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to building societies. In the mean-
time, it would allow societies with less
capital than was required by the Act-
.a quarter of a million-to continue
business, and those who borrowed
money, either on debentures or deposits,
to receive deposits until the 1st July,
1878, to give amplo time for the amend-
ment of the Act if this clause proved
obnoxious to their business.

Amendment agreed to.
Bill, as amende,!, ordered to be re-

ported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.
Amendment read thefirst and second

time and agreed to.
Bill read the third tine and passed.

House adjourned at
Thirty-five minutes after

Eleven o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 12th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

ORDNANCE AND ADMIRALTY
LANDS BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. MILLS asked leave to introduce
a Bill, (No. 111), respecting certain
Ordnance and Admiralty lands in the
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec.

Bill read the frst time.

THE OLD RAILS DISTRIBUTION.

QUESTION.

Mr. BOWELL asked when the re-
turn concerning the distribution of old
rails, for which he had moved early in
March, would be brought down.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the time of
their Engineers had been of late taken
up in cases before the Courts, and they
had beon in this respect somewhat de-
layed. He would, however, then state
roughly, that he believed twelve tons
of rails had been distributed to the
Elgin Branch, nine tons to the Chatham
branch and about four and a half tons
to the branch of the Albert Railway.

Mr. JETT.

He thought that was all that had been
so far actually delivered.

Mr. MASSON asked if returns were
taken up in the order in which
the motions for them were passed,

Mi. MACKENZIE said he gave no
orders at all on the subject. This was
left to the Deputy Ministers, as a mat-
ter of course.

MEASUREMENT OF REGISTERED
SIIPS BILL.-[BILL No. 106.]

(Mr. Smith, W97estmoreland.)

THIRD READING.

Order for third reading, read.
Mr. CHEVAL moved :
" The Bill be not now read a second time,

but that it be referred back to a Committee
of the Whole House with instructions to amend
the said Bill by adding to the third section
thereof the following words :-And any
amount which may have been paid previous
to the passing of this Act, by the owner or
master of any steanship, over and above the
amount wbich under this Act he is held to
pay, shall be refunded to him."

Mr. SPEAKER: I must inform the
hon. member that lie cannot move
suci a motion unless a message is
previously received froni Uis Excel-
lency, the Governor General.

Mr. SMITII (Westmoreland) moved:
'- That the Bill be not now read a third time,

but that it be referred back to the Committee of
the Whole House with instructions that they
have power to amend the same by adding the
following word s after the word 'tonnage' in
the 35th line in clause one :-For all purposeS
except those of the Act respecting the inspect-
ing of steamboats and for the better safety of
passengers by them passed in 1868, and the
Acts in amendment thereto, for which last
mentioned purposes the tonnage shall rémami
as it is at present."

Motion agreed to.
House resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole.
Bill anended according to instruc-

tions, and ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.
Amendment i ead the first and second

times and agreed to.
Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) asked

the Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
why there was no fee allowed to the
surveyor of the ships for measureient,
and whether measurement was paid for
by the Government or not. It seOmed
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to him unfair that an official should
be asked to travel perhaps a long dis-
tance to measure a vessel and receive
no payment. He should he paid either
by the Departnent or the owner of
the vessel.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said, of
course, these services would not be
gratuitous. Compensation would be
allowed, but not according to the scale
of fees prescribed by the present law.
This work could be done for a less
amount, and they proposed that the
charge would faU on the Government
and not on the owner of the vessel,

Bill read the third time and passed.

PILOTAGE ACT AAIENDMENT
BLLL.--BILL NO. 108.]

(Mr. Smith, Westmoreland.)
THIRD READINo.

Order for third reading read.
Mr. SMITH moved :
" That the Bill be not now read the third

time, but be re-committed to the Committee of
the whole House with instructions that they
have power to add an amendment after the
word ' authority,' in the 28th line of Clause 2,
the following words :-" Which collects the
pilotage dues."

This amendment, he said, was pro-
posed to meet the objections of the

)n. gentlemen from Northumberland
ai, I Cape Breton, and other persons,
who had knowledge of the subject. Its
effect would simply be to require a
clearance certifioate to be produced
from a Customs' officer only in places
where the pilotage authorities collected
pilotage dues ; where the pilots them-
selves collected the dues, this would
not he required.

Mr. MITCHELL said he was very
glad that this amendment was pro-
posed. He would take back what he
had said the other day about the Minis-
ter of Marine and Fisheries not accept-
ing any of his suggestions.

Motion agreed to.
Hlouse resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole.
Bill amendedaccording to instructions,

and ordered to be reported.
Hlousc resumed.
Bill reported.
A-mendment read the first and second

time and agreed to.
Bill read the third time andpassed.

ONTARIO MARITIE COURT
BILL-[BILL No. 41.1

LMr. Blake.]
BILL FURTHER coNSIDERED IN

cOMMITTEE.

Order for consideration of amend-
ments made in Committee of the
Whole read.

Mr. BLAKE moved the discharge
of the order and the recommittal of
the Bill. He said certain alterations
had been made, but it would probably
suit the convenience of the House if
they were not discussed until the
Bill was reprinted.

Mr. MITCHELL asked if the hon.
the Minister of Justice had considered
the suggestion ho made, that the
experts who were to assist the Judges
should be sworn and examined like
other witnesse4.

Mr. BLAKE: I have considered it,
but unfavourably.

Mr. MITCHELL: I did not think
my hon. friend would give any con-
sideration to a really practical sugges-
tion, and, therefore, I am not disap-
pointed.

Motion agreed to.
House resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole.

(In the Committee.)

Bill amended, and ordered to
ported.

House resumed.
Bill reported.

be re-

REPRESSION OF BETTING AND
POOL SELLING BILL.

[BILL No. 95.]

(Mr. Blake.)

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 95)
For the repression of betting and pool
oelling.

(In the Committee.)

Bill ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.
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CULLING OF TIMBER ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 103.]

(Mr. Lalamme.)

CONSIDERED IN 0OMMITTEE.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 103),
To amend the Act respecting the cull-
ing of timber.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. CARON said when this Bill was
before the House ho was absent, and he
took advantage of this opportunity to
make a few remarks. He was glad to
find his hon. friend for Quebec East
(Mr. Thibaudeau), who represented a
considerable num ber of cullers, concur-
ring in the views ho expressed on this
subject. It was considered then that
the average salary of $70 was too low,
and he had since presented a petition
from the Board of Trade of Quebec con-
curring in the viewvs that he (Mr.
Caron) had submitted to the hon.
Minister in charge of the Bill. The
Board of Trade seemed to think that
the sum was not at all adequate, and
it was beyond a doubt that if it were
not increased a large number f efficient
men would give up the culling of
timber. He hoped that the Gýovern-
ment, even at this late stage, would
find some means of altering the clause
governing the salaries, and allow the
cullers a reasonable sui for their ser-
vices.

Mr. LAFLAMIE said the measure
had been discassed and weighed by the
parties most interested. The friends
of the cullers suggested that $50 be
added to the ainount. Phis proposition
was also submitted to the gentlemen
conversant with the matter, and they
arrived at the conclusion that $700 was
ample remuneration. As the average
earnings of the callers were between
$400 and $500, he aseonsidered that
this was a fair remuneration. The
hon. member for Quebec county (Mr.
Caron) had stated that if the amount
were not increased sone of the most
efficient cullers would be inclined te
withdraw from the office; but he (Mr.
Laflamme) understood differently, and
there had been a large numbor of

Mr. MITCELL.

applications from cullers who wished
to remain under the proposed condi-
tions.

Mr. CARON said he had no doubt a
large number of applications were
made from parties who would be per-
fectly willing te step into the shoes of
those now engaged. Without pretend-
ing to be familiar with the subject
himself, he expressed the views of those
who were. The hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue would admit that the
Quebec Board of Trade were competent
to express an opinion, and no doubt
their views would have considerable
weight with the Government, and they
had unanimously stated in their peti-
tion that $700 was a perfectly inade-
quate compensation. H1e could quite
understand how hon. gentlemen en-
gaged in the lumber trade were willing
that the amount should be limited to
$700. He inclined to the belief that,
if the amount were not increased,
inefficient men would get into posi-
tions. He did not know whether the
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
had had sufficient time to look into
the petition, but he would see that it
was directly opposed to the Bill. He
did not expect that his representations
would have much influence with the
Government, but he had no doubt that
the hon. Ihe President of the Council,
as representing Quebec interests, would
be willing to substantiate what ho had
said. No doubt that hon. gentleman
would pay due respect to the petition
from the Quebec Board of Trade,
especially as a considerable number of
them were his supporters.

Mr. ROCHESTER said his hou.
friend fron Quebec Countyhad quoted
largely from the Quebec Board of
Trade ; but those gentlemen had
nothing to do with the payment of the
cullers. He (Mr. Rochester) thought
$700 ample remiuneration, as the
cullers were only employed a month
in the year. and they had the rest of
the time to themselves. Some deal
cullers made from $2,000 te $3,000 a
year, which he thought far too much.
Cullers, in the winter, could go to the
woods and get from $1.25 te $1.50,
with board, for culling logs.

Mr. CARON said he only reforred to
square timber culiers.

Act Amendment Bill.(COMMON8.]
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Mr. ROCHESTER: A great many
of them act in both capacities.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) ex-
pressed his surprise that the hon. mem-
ber for Quebec County should make
the attempt he had to place an addi-
tional tax upon lumbermen. The evils
which they had been suffering from,
and which the Bill was intended to
remedy, were induced by the political
necessities of gentlemen representing
Quebec constituencies; but he did not
refer particularly to the hon. member
for Quebec County. In years past, and
under the administration of his own
friends, cullers had been forced into
office beyond the requirements of the
service. To remedy that evil lumber-
men were willing to tax themselves
for the purpose of pensioning off those
not required, and also to pay an amount
of remuneration equal to 50 per cent.
over the average earnings of the last
five years. Lumbermen were quite
willing to risk not getting efficient
men for $700. He himself had received
applications from some of the most
competent men-and he had no doubt
other hon. members in the lumber
trade had also-who were anxious to
be retained, with a full knowledge
that the average salary would be $700.
He did not think it judicious that the
question of salaries should be again re-
opened. He would like to know from
the hon. the Minister of Inland Rev-
enue whether he was prepared to
auswer the question put to him a few
days ago, as to the amount now at the
credit of the cullers in the Consolidated
Revenue Fund, which it was intended
to apply to the payment of the annu-
ities.

Mr. LAFLAMME said, if the hon.
gentleman referred to what had been
collected and what was now due, the
amount to the credit of the fund was,he supposed, about $40,000. Some
years the receipts did not more than
cover the expenditures in the office,
but generally there was about $7,000
Over and above the expenses.

Mr. WHITE said he un derstood that,smice 1867, the surplus had amounted
to $43 000, but he was informed by
IMr. Langton that there was a surplus
prior to that date, which he presumed
would be applied to this fund.

Mr. LAFLAMME said the amount
every year fell into the Consolidated
Revenue Fund, and a vote was required
to take it out.

Mr. CAUCHON said he was not in
Parliament as the representative of
any particular class of his electors, but
he came there to do justice to every
man, and at the same timo to the
public, and to consider and deal with
the various questions brought forward
in a spirit of fairness and justice. He
was ready to take his full share of
responsibility for the proposed legisla-
tion in regard to the callers. le had
had many conversations with the
cullers and the lumber merchants, and
it was after full consideration of the
whole question, during two or three
years, they had come to the conclusion
that the proposal was a fair one. As
$450 was the average earnings of the
cullers,though some who were favoured
made more money, while others
earned scarcely anything, though
equally competent, $700 was a fair
remuneration to propose. He had
received letters from friends asking
that the amount should be placed at
$1,000 or $800. Of course, if
he had the right to put
bis hands into his neighbour's
pocket he would be glad that the cullers
should be paid even $2000, for
nothing would be more agreeable to
him than that the constituents should
become rich. When he entered the
House be was supported by members
of the Quebec Board of Trade, and by
nearly the whole of the constituents of
the Quebec Centre, but he never prom-
ised the Board of Trade that he would
follow all their wishes. He would
only follow them when their recom-
mendation was in accordance with
what he considered was right. In
proof of the fact that the proposal was
not unfair, he might state that he had
received letters from men sending
recommendations and asking that they
should be retained on the list.

Mr. BLANCHET said that when
the Bill was allowed to be read the
second time the hon. the Premier said
he would be ready to consider the re-
commendation of the member for
Quebec East (Mr. Caron.)
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Mr. MACKENZIE: I said nothing
of the kind.

Mr. BLANCHET said the bon. the
Premier had stated that he would take
into consideration, and very likely
favourably, the recommendations of
the hon. member for Quebec East (Mr.
Caron). He wished to know what
new light had been cast on the subject.
He was afraid there had been the com-
bined influence of lumber merchants
who had seats in the House. While
he was glad that the hon. members for
South Renfrew and Carleton possessed
such influence with the Government, ho
should prefer it to be exercised in
another direction and not against the
interests of his constituents and those
of the hon. member for Quebec East
(Mr. Caron). He feared it would be
impossible to have the Bill amended on
account of the influences being too
strong, but he thought the lumber
merchants themselves would be the
first to regret that they had not allowed
a trifle to be added to the salaries of
the cullers.

Mr. KILLAM said he was not suffi-
ciently posted in regard to the duties
of cullers as to know what remunera-
tion they should receive; but he knew
that whenever a question arose affect-
ing any of the constituents and votes
of hon. members from different portions
of the Province of Quebec, those hon.
gentlemen were always ready to attend
to their interests in a particular way
-that they should do as little work as
possible and receive as large pay, if it
same out of the pockets of the rest of
the Dominion. lie felt bound to say that
unless hon. members from the Pro-
vince of Quebec came to look at those
questions in a different light, th e trade
of Quebec and of the Dominion through
Quebec would seriously suffer. The
expenses on lumber and ships at the
port of Quebec were becoming exceed-
ingly heavy. The cost of loading ships
at Quebec was such that ships were
obliged to obtain three or four cents
per ton more for freight on lumber to
enable them to make as much as they
did seven, eight or ten years ago. They
all knew the reason. It cropped out
in every item of legislation regarding
Quebec. It was the same spirit which
induced opposition to the steam ferry

Mr. BLANCHET.

in winter between Quebec and Lévis.
It was the same spirit which led the
labourers of the city of Quebec and
adjoining country not only to object to,but to prevent the employment o1
steam engines in loading ships, and
those persons who controlled the
labourers, having a monoply of the
business by means of the Association,
kept the wages at such a rate that the
cost of loading ships was about
double what it should be. He
believed that a labouring man should
be well paid for bis services ; but when
an organization like the Ship-loaders'
Association had control of the port
and managed the business, whereby the
expenses of every vessel entering the
port was increased 25 or 30 per cent.,
it was time the country looked into
the matter. In the views of the hon.
member for Quebec County (3Mr.
Caron), and the hon. member for
Bellechasse (Mr. Blanchet), in regard
to culling and pilotage prevailed, the
question would be a serious one for the
country and would have to be taken in
hand.

Mr. COOK said that when a few
days ago the Bill was up for the second
reading, ho advocated it in the inter-
ests of the country. At that time the
hon. member for South Renfrew (Mr.
White) said that he (Mir. Cook) was
not engaged in the square timber
trade. Even if he was not so engaged,
he had some sympathy with it, and if
he had no sympathy, he had a right to
express his views on any question
brought before the House. On exam-
ining the Bill, ho observed that it W'as
framed entirely in the interests of
the Ottawa lumbermen. The fourth
clause set forth that the reduc tion upon
the timber to be measured was only on
white and red pine. It was Well
known by everyone having an acquain-
tance with the square timber busiess
of Quebec, that ash, elm, oak,
tamarac, and other kinds we re also
received at that port, and were a
much entitled to the reduction as the
timber of the Ottawa valley. He was
satisfied that the timber of other por-
tions of the country was as much
entitled to reduction as that of th"
Ottawa valley. lHon. gentlemen miglt
contend, as they had done, that it cost
more to measure St. Lawrence timber.
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In his opinion it did not cost as much,
because large rafts were sent down,
and wherever a raft had to be meas-
ured it had to be prepared by the
owner, and there was no difficulty
occasioned to the culler. It was easy
to call the St. Lawrence timber, also,
because the timber was much larger,
and when the culler measured a stick
the quantity was as great as that of
two sticks of the Ottawa Valley timber.
He hoped the promoter of the Bill
would take that matter into con-
sideration, and either include St.
Lawrence timber, or strike out
the clause entirely and have the
point left to an Order in Council, when
they could contest the question as to
the rights of the Ottawa valley and
those of other portions of the Domin-
ion.

Mr. CARON said he was surprised
to hear the statement of the bon. the
President of the Council, that he did
not represent any class whatever, but
that he was in Parliament to do justice
to ail classes. He would, therefore,
eall on the hon. iMlinister to do justice
to that class-the cullers, to inquire
into the question, to take up the peti-
tion of the Quebec Board of Trade,
and ail information which had been
received from the Province of Quebec,
and to say whether the cullers had
really been dealt with in a spirit of
justice. He could not understand the
statement of the hon. President of the
Couneil, that the cullers were
perfectly satisfied with the proposai.
He did not know what inform-
ation the hon. gentleman had received,
but ail the information he (Mr. Caron)
had received was that the eullers were
thoroughly dissatisfied. He believed
that the eullers might be satisfied with
the remuneration of $700, except for
the fact that cullers of square timber
were called upon to disburse between
28 and 30 per cent. of their salary.
The remuneration was not sufficient to
induce efficient men, who possessed
that education which was necessary
for a proper performance of the duties,
tO enter into the business. Ie was
Well aware that men to cull timber
could be obtained for any price Par-haient might choose to pay ; but theythould legislate to improve, if possible,the eulliDg of timber, and endeavour to

get into that business a class of mon who
would command the confidence of the
timber trade; but if the trade would
not pay reasonable remuneration to
those men, the trade could not expect to
enlist into the culling business a class
of men who would obtain the confi-
dence of the lumberers.

Mr. BLANCHET said ho did not
support an increase in the amount of
salary proposed because the cullers
lived in Quebec or Lévis, but because
he thought, in the interests of the
lumber trade, the mon should be well
paid, so as to secure skillful cullers.
The hon. member for Y:irmouth had
taken a wide range in his remarks.
He (Mr. Blanchet) would not discuss
the question as to whether an associa-
tion like the ship labourers association
at Quebec was right or wrong, for it
was not the time to diseuss that point;
but if the wages paid for loading
vessels had been increased, it was not
injurious to the shipping, because
vessels were now loaded in a much
shorter time than formerly. Some few
years ago three weeks were occupied in
loading a vessel, but now only eight
or ten days. They did not hear any
complaint in the port of Quebec about
the wages paid to ship labourers, except,
of course, by interested parties like the
hon. member for Yarmouth, (Mr.
Killam.)

Mr. CURRIER said his hon. friends
from Bellechasse (Mr. Blanchet), and
Quebec (Mr. Caron) had complained of
the $700 it was proposed to allow cul-
lers ; but, at the same time, they knew
very well that the cullers only received
$407 per annum, and this increased
their pay from $407 to $700. Of course
he wanted to get the work done
as low as possible, but, neverthe-
less, he liked to see men obtain fair
wages. It seemed to him that $700
would be fair remuneration; and the
cullers would be satisfied with it,
because it placed thom in a much bet-
ter position than they now occupied.
The cullers now received $17,400, and
under this arrangement reducing the
number one-half, to eighteen, to be paid
$700 each, superannuating others with
$200 each per annum, they would
receive $17,500. The lumbermen were-
consequently saving nothing at present
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by the operation. Nine-tenths of the
cost of culling. of course, came out of
the pockets of the lumbermen. He
would like to ask his hon. friend if any
interest was secured on the aceumulated
fund while in the public Treasury.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No.

Mr. CURRIER said his hon. friend
from North Simcoe (Mr. Cook) argued
that the measurement of timber on the
St. Lawrence ought not to be any
higher than on the Ottawa, but it took
eullers double the time to measure the
rafts of oak, elm and birch, and even
of pine, which came down the St. Law-
rence that it did to moasure the rafts
on the Ottawa. The former rafts were
built three tiers deep and had to be
counted off, and altogether broken up
for the purpose; cousequently, the cul-
lers lost half their time. He thought
that no complaint should be made
bec-iuse there was no alteration in the
fee for measuring hardwood. He sug-
gested an amendment to the second
clause, but withdrew it.

Section agreed to.
On Section 4,

Mr. LAFLAMME said lie proposed
to amend it so that instead of the
measurement of white and red pine
being established at three cents per
ton, the Governor in Council could in-
crease or diminish the charges, so as
to equalize the cost and meet the
amount cf the expenditure.

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) said
he would like to know whether the
Government intended to pass an Order
in Couneil with reference to this mat-
ter. It was of little use for them to
give time and attention to it if it was
to have no effect. Ever since he lad
been in the House-since 1870-con-
stant promises to reduce the fees had
been made by the Governments in
power, but this had never taken place,
owing to the conflicting interests
involved and the pressure brought to
bear on them. It was extremely diffi-
cult fbr the Government, under the
circumstances, to make any change.
The measurement of timber would
soon commence, and the rates with
which it began must be continued
throughout the whole season.

Mr. CURRIE

Mr. MACKENZIE said the altera.
tion was made on the ground that, if
the Bill provided a tariff, it should be
complete, and not for merely one class
of timber. This seemed reasonable.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
he regretted exceedingly the change
proposed. The calculations made by
the gentlemen interested in the trade
had led them to believe that the pay-
ment of three cents per ton would be
sufficient to pay the amount of charges,
which should be made on the average
to cullers. The expense of measuring
timber on the St. Lawrence was noces-
sarily very mueh greater than it was
on the Ottawa River. The cullers lost
a good deal of time while the rafts
were being canted and prepared for
measurement. This matter was fully
understood and discussed in the con-
ferences which had taken place between
lumberers and those who represented
the cullers. He hoped that the clause
would not be amended as was proposed.

Mr. McDOUGALL said he thought
the Bill could be left over for further
consideration, in order that a complete
tariff might be brought down.

Mr. LAFLAMME said that, as the
fees for culling square timber were to
be paid by the lumber merchants, it
was understood that they should be
so regulated that the expenses would
be covered by them. The clause re-
mained exactly in the same position
it was when they had originally dis-
cussed it. The only elimination related
to the words determining the fees to
be charged on squared red and white
pine. This he had remarked at the
conference, was useless, because the
Governor in Council had still the
power to raise or decrease the amouit
of fees to be collected. The fees to
be obtained should, as nearly as possi-
ble, be made to meet the expenses of
the office.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
he had pointed out to the respective
Ministers of Inland Revenue sinle0
1867, that a very large amount had
been collected from the lumber-
men in addition to the neces-
sary expenses of the office.
In point of fact they had been taxed
during the past year to the extent Of
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between $8,000 and $10,000 per annum.
They desired a rate to be fixed, the
basis of it being the quantity of lumber
measured during the past five years, so
that this special tax on the trade should
not be continued; and that the amount
u be collected, should, as nearly as
possible, cover the expenses of the
office, and do no more.

Mr. LAFLAX[ME said, there was an
excess of receipts over expenditure, but
from this must be dedacted a large
aiiount of outstanding claims which
were due, and part of which would not
be collected.

Mr.WHITE (North Renfrew) : They
are all good.

Mr. LAFLAM ME: They are not all
good, and some are in the hands
of lawyers in Quebec for collection.
As the hon. gentleman from Renfrew
had stated, the intention of the De-
partment was not to impose a higher
amount than was necessary to meet the
expenses of the office, and this Bill and
the Order in Council were shaped in
the same direction.

Mr. WHITE (Nort h Renfrew) said
he understood the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue to sav that the fees
were placed in the hands of lawyers to
be collected. Was he tô understand
that a further tax was to be placed on
those who did pay their measuring
charges to meet the deficiency caused
by those who did not pay.

Mr. BLAKE : Oh, no.

Mr. MITCHELL said the point taken
hy the hon. member for Yarmouth
(Mr. Killam) was well put. Persons
rmight sulppose that the charges im-
Plsed on the shipping interest did not
affect the producer of lumber ; but it
Was his opinion that every item put on
l'e shipment of lamber affected even
the labourer in the woods. In those
advanced days of' legislation Govern-
lnent should obviate any undue bur-
demnig of one industry. He considered
it was bad to make laws by Order in
Council, and considered the present
'YStem ought to be changed. He
thought that the taxation on this

interest should only cover the expenses
of the office, and that upon that basis
alone the fees should be imposed.

Mr CURRIER said every cent of
the $500,000 belonged to the lumber-
men. It would be more satisfactory
if the thiee cents a ton were left to
meet the expenditure of the office.

Mr. MITCHELL thought his hon.
friend (Mr. Currier) and himself
meant the same thing. He thought
an additional clause should be put in
the measure to the effect that the tax
might be increased or lessened accord-
ing to the requirements of the trade.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said he thought that tlie 3c. a ton on
white and red pine would be sufficient
to pay all expenses. He tbought it
was only fair that the reduction should
take place this year. It was not right
that it should be postponed for another
year.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the size of
timber was constantly varying. Ten
years ago the size of old timber from
the west was considerably in excess of
that obtained from the Ottawa valley.
The conditions might now be different;
he had no doubt they were diffèrent,
and they might change again in the
course of a few years, and the timber
in the Ottawa valley might be much
smaller than it was now, as the old
timber became exhausted. There
could not be found the sort of timber
there was in New Brunswick '0 or 40
years ago, and the cost of. ieasuring
heavy timber was much less tiien than
the cost of measuring light timber
was now, when it was taken by weight.
It was, therefore, an inevitable neces-
sity that there shouid be a discretion-
ary power to change the toli, both in
the canals and slides and in culling
timber. It would be anomalous that
there should be a specifie rate for a
certain kind, and that the other kinds
should be left to be regulated by
Orders in Council.

Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-
ported.

House resumed.
Bill reported.
Amendments read thefirst and second

tines, and agreed to.
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INLAND REVENJE ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.-[BILL No. 91.]

(.Mr. Lafamme.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the third time and passed.

INSPECTION OF PETROLEUM
BILL.

FIRST READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolution:-

"That it is expedient to provide for the
inspection of Petroleum by properly skilled
persons, more especially with respect to its
being explosive or non-explosive, and to
define the test by which this shall be deter-
mined,-to prevent the sale for consumption
in Canada of any petroleum not inspected, by
imposing a penalty on persons offering it for
sale, except only for exportation, and by sub-
jecting it to seizure and forfeiture :--and, to
provide for the payment of fees not exceeding
three cents for the inspection of any package
containing not more than ten gallons, and five
cents for every package containing more
than ten gallons and not more than forty gal-
lons, and so in proportion for any greater
quantity."

(In the Comnittee.)
Mr. LAFLAMME said, while the

duty on petroleum had been changed,
there was no provision for inspection.
The intention of the Government was
mercly to have oils inspected so that
it might be shown what oils
were explosive and what were not
explo-ive, tr the better protection of
life a id property. The fee vas very
light, as the louse would see-only 5é.
per p:ackage.

Mr. TUPPER: I don't understand
hbow the alteration in the duty can
make this Act necessary. I presume
under the old Act petroleum is still
inspected.

Mr. LAFLAMME: That Act was
abolished by the alteration in the
tariff. consequently there would be no
power unless the proposed Act was
passed to inspect petroleum.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The design of
the Bill is to provide for inspection
simply for safety. Both imported and
Canadian oils would be inspected.

Mr. TUPPER: But we had that
under the law before.

Mr. MAcauzi.

Business.

Mr. MACKENZIE: But that was
under different conditions. The Bill
prescribes as little formality as possi.
ble. It will certainly give satisfaction
to the trade in that respect. It is
absolutely necessary that there should
be inspection of some kind. The stan.
dard fixed upon was 105° to which
there could be no objection.

Mr. KILLAM: Iam not aware that
imported oil was inspected in Canada
before. I understood that imported
oil is inspected where it is refined.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is exactly the
same as under the old law. Imported
oils should be inspected.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: That is what
the Canadian refiners want.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario): Will
any revenue be 'derived ?

Mr. LAFLAMME: No; the fee is
merely for the purpose of paying the
cost of inspection.

Resolution agreed to and orderedto be
reported.

House resumed.
Resolution reported, read the /lrst and

second times and agreed to.
Mr. LAFLAMME introduced a Bill,

(112), to provide for the Inspection of
Petroleum.

Bill read the first time.

BRITISH COLUMBIA JUDGES
TRAVELLING ALLOWANCES

BILL.
FIRST READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolution:-

" That it is expedient to provide that the
County or District Court Judges of the Pro
vince of British Columbia may be paid Out af
the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada,
travelling allowances to be from time to time
fixed by the Governor in Council."

(In the Committee).
Resolution agreed to and ordered to

be reported.
House resumed.
Resolution reported, read the first and

second times and agreed to.
Mr. BLAKE introduced a Bill, of

113), to provide for the paymet O

travelling allowances to certain Judg
of British Columbia.

Bill read the first time.

1404 Routine
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THE NORTH-WEST TROUBLES-
W. D. O'DONOUGHUE.

RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Order for the House to go again into
Committee of Supply read.

Mr. COSTIGAN moved in amend-
ment:
" That Mr. Speaker do not now leave the Chair,

but that it be Resolved,-That in pursuance of
an Address, passed by this House on the 13th
day of February, 1875, full amnesty was granted
ti 1l persons concerned in the North-West
troubles, for all acts committed by them during
the said troubles, save only Louis Riel, A. D.
Lépine, W. D. O'Donoughue, and a partial
amnesty was g:anted to Louis Riel and A. D.
Lépine, couditional on five years' banishment
from Her Majesty's Dominion, thereby leaving
the said W. D. O'Donoughue as the only person
liable to the extreme peualty of the Law for al
acts committed by him during the said troubles.
That this solitary exception bas created dissat-
isfaction among a large class of Ber Majesty's
loyal subjects of the saie nationality as the
said W. D. O'Donoughue, and that, in the opin-
ion of this House, as all disquiet and fear of
disturbances have long since ceased in the
North-West Territories, it is just and proptr
that the said W. D. O'Donoughue be placed in
the sane position, with regard to the said
troubles, as Louis Riel and A. D. Lépine."

He said he was sure the House and
the Government would not feel at all
surprised at his making this motion at
the present time. It would be in the
recollection of the Ilouse that when
the subject was under consideration
last year, lie said it was his intention,
so long as he continued to occupy a
seat in this Parliament, to make this a
cause of complaint, and that he would
continue to urge that justice should be
done. He had taken the opportunity
to urge that justice should be doue by
the House in this matter. ie believed
that in the House, and out of the House,
it was generally admitted that there
was no reason why such an extreme
leasure of punishment should be in-

fliCted upon only one man of those who
were imlplicated in the troubles of the
North-West. If there had been any
good reason at the time, the fact that
all these troubles had ceased, that ail
excitement had subsided, was evidence
that there was no reason now why the
amnesty, or partial amnesty, which
was granted to Riel and Lépine, should
not be extended to this man, O'Don-
Oughue. It had never been shown
that he was more guilty than any
other of the persons who were con-
eerned in the troubles of the North-

West. It was claimed by himself and
many of his friends that he was less
guilty,that hewasnotconcerned in some
of the troubles which had taken place
there. It would be necessary, he
(Mr. Costigan) thought, for the
Government or the House to show
that O'Donoughue was more guilty
than any other person-in fact, that
he was the greatest crimuinal in that
country, seeing that he had been
singled out to be dealt with, as he had
been dealt with. Aftor all, the crime
of this man from the first had been
that he became a settier of that part ot
the country. He was living in Mani-
toba at the time when these troubles
first took place, occupyiig a respectable
position. The cause of these troubles
was well known in this House, and ho
had never heard anyone inside or ont-
side of it attach very great blame to
the population of that country for tak-
ing steps to secure their rights, which
were in great danger. In the tirst nlace,
the people who felt most aggrieved at
that that time were the French half-
breeds. Their rights were being ignored,
and they took the best steps, in their
minds, to secure these rights, and to
secure the liberties which they thought
were being wrested from them. When
they were organized for this purpose,
this young mai, a young man of talent
and ability, was led by his warm heart
and disposition to sympathize with
them, and from that time until the
present day in no instance had he
shown a want of faith, in no instance
had he failed them in anything he
could do to advance the common in-
terests of that Province. The hon.
the Minister of Justice would, perhaps,
as he had last year, tell the flouse that
the only reason this gentleman had
excluded from the benefits of amnesty
was that be took part in the Fenian
Raid, assisted in organizing a raid out-
side of this country to make aun atack
upon this Dominion. H e (M r. Costi-
gan had stated at that time that even
if this were correct, even if this man
O'Donoughue were guilty of having
participated in the Fenian raid, he
would not have then committed such
a crime as would entitle to such an
extreme course as had been pursued
towards him. He thought he was
jutified in taking this position in
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face of the facts to which ho might
refer. 11c would suppose, for an in-
stant, that this were true, and ho only
supposed it, because he was not pre-
pared to admit that O'Donoughue or-
ganized the Fenian raid in the sense
which was implied.

Mr. BLAKE : What sonse ?
Mr. COSTIGAN said that, admitting

that ho did so, what reason could jus-
tify tne fact that he was banished for
all time out of his country, his pro-
perty, a large amount, wrested from
him, and enjoyed by others, and him-
self branded in the eyes of the public
as a murderer, and treated by hon.
members of this House as a ruffian ?
They knew that a Fenian raid had
taken place in this country, even in
the Province of Ontario, and that, un-
fortunately, lives were lost in those
raids,--these things were to be regret-
ted; they knew also that for those
who were arrested and tried, the cle-
mency of the Crown was asked and
obtained, and that in no case was the
law carried out in its rigour against
them except in this one case, in which
ho (Mr. Costigan) was prepared to
argue this man did not act as a Fenian.

Mr. BLAKE : How did he act ?
Mr. COSTIGAN said he had before

stated that, in order to justify their ex-
treme course, the Government must
prove that he did take that position,
to show that they had reason to try
him as a Fenian. W'as he ever tried as
a Fenian ?

Mr. DYMOND: Will ho come and
be tried ?

Mr. COSTIGAN said he should like
to ask if the Government were dealing
with a Fenian invasion? Was it not
with the troubles which existed at that
time that they were dealing ? He
could understand if the Government
had come down, and said: l<We will
grant an amnesty, a partial amnesty,
if you will, to Lepine, Riel and
O'Donoughue, and put them on the same
footing; but, inasmuch as we suspect-
because we have not proved it-that
O'Donoughue took part in the Fenian
invasion at that time we will hold him
responsible for his acts in that." He
could understand the reason for such a
course as that; it would be holding

Mr. COSTIGAN.

O'Donoughue responsible for whatever
action he took at the time; but the
Government held him responsible, not
only for being a Fenian, but for all the
acts committed in the North-West
Territories. He was charged with the
crime of murder, and the whole conse-
quences of that act were still held over
his head.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker
left the Chair.

After Recess.

Mr. COSTIGAN said he thought
that the few remarks he had made on
this question had been so delivered that
hon. members eould grasp the reasons
he had advanced for expecting a vote
of the majority of hon. members in
favour of the proposition before them.
He had said ho could see no reason
why this man, O'Donoughue, was held
more responsible for the North-West
difficulties than Riel and Lépine. He
found that the only reason assigned
by the Government at the time for
this, was that he (O'Donoughue) had
engaged in this raid into the country,
and therefore this man was more
guilty or less entitled to the clemency
extended to the other two persons
named. He had stated that in every
case, where more serious offences than
this had been comm itted, the clemency
of the Crown had been extended to
them; and that several Fenian
invasions had taken place into this
Province, which had caused more
serious results and loss of life,
had net been followed by so severe a
punishment as was dealt out tO
O'Donoughue. In this course no serious
consequences had resulted, and, there-
fore,O'Donoughue should not have been
dealt with in this manner. Although
the Government might not have singled
this man out because of his nationality
or had any particular dislike to hin
on this account, ho could not bring
himself to believe that if O'Donoighue
had belonged to any nationality havifg
an influence in this country ho would
not have been treated in so exceptiOnl
a manner ; and he was not alone In

this opinion. When the amnesty wa'
granted the Government were In a

W. D. O'Donoughue.
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difficult position. It was true that
owing to certain features and trans-
actions in these diffituties, a great
excitement had been raised throughout
the whole Dominion, and particularly
in the Province of Ontario, many of
whose people, and indeed members of
the present Government, doing much to
increase that feeling of excitement.
They knew that the Minister of
Justice himself had appealed to the
feeling of the people of that time and
spoke loudly for vengence to be brought
down on those who had participated
at least in some of the acts then com-
mitted. While there was a large portion
of the people of this country who felt
that the rigour of the law should be
exercised against these men, there were
also others who believed that the peo-
ple of the North-West had great reason
to resist the authorities and insist upon
knowiig the position they would
occupy before they surrendered their
rights as a people. The Government
found it absolutely necessary to grant
some measure of pardon, and this they
were compelled to grant to Louis Riel
and Ambrose Lépine, conditional on
five years' banishment. He had sym-
pathized with these people, and advo-
cated a lenient course towards them.
ie fully sympathized with the people
of the Province 0f Quebec, who felt a
particular sympathy with regard to
these ien, and who desired to see them
deait with as leniently as possible.
The Govern nient, he believed, felt that
they were th en between two fires ; if
they refused to meet the wishes
of the people of the Province
of Quebec, with reference to Riel
and Lépine, they felt that even
their own supporters would not con-
tinue to support them, although they
were satisfied to give much less, per-
haps, than the majority of these people
demanded, and while they were dis-
posed or rather compelled to yield to
the necessities of the time and the pres-
Sure brought to bear upon them, they
a"o felt that another class in the Do-
mainioln would not be content unless
somne persons were banished; and ho
thought this was perhaps the reason
Why, this man,O'Donoughue, a stranger

e th'o ountry, unknown and having
tko influence in or outside of the House,
which the Government feared, was

treated in such a manner, insisting
upon the rigour of the law being car-
ried out in this respect. There was no
doubt about that. He was more con-
vineed of it now than ever before;
and he saw no reason why the
Government would not now, when
troubles had ceased, and no danger of
rebellion or trouble in that country
existed, and when there was no further
excitement in this country, and when
men of every nationality and creed in
it-and outside of the House at any
rate, if not in it-of every shade of poli-
tics, say honestly and candidly
that they perceived no reason why this
man should have been deait with in
such a manner, and adopt the course
recommended. fie contended that so
long as the present state of things con-
tinued, serious dissatisfaction must
exist among many residents of the
Dominion, who were as loyal to the
country, to say the least of it, as any
other portion of the population. He
knew it had been said that it was un-
fortunate to raise a question of nation-
ality in this chamber or outside of it.
They saw daily articles in leading
papers condemning the practice
of discussing any question from
this standpoint; and lie had been
somewhat reluctant to introduce
and discuss this matter, knowing that
it must so be treated; but while he
thus felt, lie found that he must pursue
this course. The true policy to make
us all Canadians was not to write in
the public journals and make speeches,
saying that they must be Canadians in
sentiment, that they were one people,
and that in the interests of the country
they were not to be Scotchmen, Irish-
men, Englishmen, or anything of the
kind, but simply Canadians. He be-
lieved in this policy, and it was his de-
sire that they should be all Canadians;
and while Irishmen were as well pre-
pared and as willing to contri bute their
mite towards the defence of the country
if in danger, as any other nationality,
they desired to be equally treated.
The position he at present occupied,
was forced upon him when Irishmen
looked around and saw that they
were not considered as Canadians, and
the public positions of the country
were not open to them, as to other
Canadians; at many times they did
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feel that they occupied a humiliating
position. In some cases, they were
told that they were not Canadians but
only Irishmen. They had felt this for
years, and if the Flouse of Commons
and the Government and the publie
journals wanted Irishmen in the coun-
try to stand up and speak and act as
Canadians, they must first lead them
to believe and feel and have confidence
that they would be treated as were
other residents of the Dominion. This
was what they wanted. They did not
desire to raise a nationality cry. They
had nothing to gain by it. It was
only when the position was forced
upon them that they resisted what
they considered was an injustice to
their nationality, and because they were
treated, not as Canadians, but too much
as Irishmen in a Canadian country.
They were, sometimnes, called upon to
speak and raise their voice in this rela-
tion, and, whenever he should be
so called upon, ho sbould speak
in that tone. There was no neces-
sity for people to say that
this caused excitement. le knew of
no reason why it should. When, on
public occasions, they made known
what they considered their grievances,
be could not see why gentlemen enter-
taining difeérent views could not listen
to tnem with patienee, and meet them
in a fair and frank way. He saw no
danger at ail in discussing this point
fairly. It was in the interest of the
country that this should be done; and
if grievances existed they should be
removed. le took it that this was a
case in point. This man had been
banished from the country for ever,
and stripped of his property which
was not inconsiderable. Perhaps this
latter fact might explain the peculiar
interest that some persons took in op-
posing this amnesty. The Hudson
Bay Company either directly or
through some of their agents,
held a tract of land inside the
limits of the city of Winni-
peg, which was worth over a
million of dollars, and O'Donoughue
claimed to be the rightful owner of
this property. Of course, having been
banished from the Dominion for ait
time, it had been taken possession of
by persons who elaimed to have a bet-
ter right to it. le was not in a posi-

Mr. COSTIGAN.

tion to discuss this matter, nor was
O'Donoughue in a position to defend his
rights. This was another reason why
he felt that this man had been treated
too harshly in being driven from the
country of his adoption among
strangers, stripped of his property and
branded as a murderer. It had been
said that because this man had not
asked for mercy in direct terms, he
had no claim on the sympathy of the
House; but this person claimed
that an injustice had been done him.
It would be difficult to know what
course this unfortunate man should
have taken. One hon. gentleman said,
because he had not asked for mercy, it
should not be given ; and another hon.
gentleman, that he (O'Donoughue)
would be a coward to sue for mercy at
the hands of the louse after the acts he
had comniitted. O'Donoughue simply
asked that justice should be donc him.

Mr. BLAKE: Justice?
Mr. COSTIGAN: What is that?
Mr. BLAKE: Is it justice you said ?
Mr. COSTIGAN said, in a legal

sense probably the Minister of Justice
would construe this in a different sense
to what he meant, but he called equal
treatment to ail men justice. He did
not know how the hon. gentleman
considered this proposition. Not that
he askèd for amnesty-they would
say nothing about that; but
the louse declared that W. B.
O'Donoughue, who was not charged
with any greater criminality than
those who were pardoned, should be
held no more responsible than they.
He wished for no more and no less.
lie desired them to be placed on the
same footing; and this he called justice.
He thought he had a right on this
vote to expect the calm consideration
of the hon. members, particularly from
the Province of Quebec on b)th sides
of the Hlouse. Those hon. gentlemen
had obtained a measure of mercy at
least for Lépine and Riel, and
O'Donoughue was no more guilty than
they were. The man's only fault and
criminality lay in his sympathY for
these men in Manitoba by whom he
stood in their hour of peril, risking his
life for their common interests. Surely
also the same measure of lenieiney and
justice should be meted Out

W. D. O'Donoughue.
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to him (O'Donoughue) as had been
done to the others. He hoped hon.
gentlemen would not, on this occasion,

pay too strict attention to the order
which they niglit receive from the
Minister of Justice. He hoped that
hon. members generally would vote for
the motion. Last year, bon. members
had told him they were favourable to
this motion, but after they were told
to treat it as a vote of want of confi-
dence, which they must vote down,
they had done so. lie was told that
this was not a vote of want of confi-
dence, at all events it was not so
brought; nor was this the case last
year; but it might be so treated, and
only in this way could it be defeated.
He was satisfied that two-thirds of the
members would vote for him, if the
Government left it an open question.
He simply asked for fair play. If it
was voted down he would make the
motion next year; and, if the same
fate then befell it, ho would bring it up
year after year until ho obtained jus-
tice. The difficulties had blown over,
and, as the excitement had calmed
down, O'Donoughue should be placed
in the same position with Riel
and Lépine. He did not think
that the question of politics should
be introduced in this regard ;
and he was perfectly satisfied that if
the verdict of the House was given on
the pure merits of the case, it would be
in his favour.

Mr. POWER said he believed he
had felt as much sympathy for
O'Donoughue as the hon. member for
Victoria, N.B. (Mr. Costigan) until ho
was shown a letter written by him
(O'Donoughue) to a member of that
House, in which he gave as a reason
why the Government should allow
hilm to come back to this country, that
lie would be able and willing to give
evidence against Riel and others. When
ie (Mr. Power) saw that letter, he
came to the conclusion that
O'Donoughue had been treated as he
deserved. H1e referred to this matter
1ow with reluctance, and only because
11e believed it necessary that something
should be done towards saving the
Hlouse from boing bored by a discu&ion
the sole aim of which was political.
The object of the resolution was to
nake political or electioneering capital,

89

but ho could assure the hon. mover and
bis friends on the Opposition side of
the House, that they would be mis-
taken in the result, for bis countrymen
never sympathised with those who
offered themselves to become in formers.

Mr. RYAN said the subject was one
directly affecting bis Province, and,
although ho had not intended to speak,
yet as the hon. members for Lisgar
and Selkirk were not in their places, ho
felt compelled to say a few words. He
regretted very much that the hon.
member for Victoria, N.B., (Mr». Costi-
gan) had chosen to introduce the ques-
tion a second time, because the discus-
sion could do no possible good, and
might do much harm. It would cer-
tainly take up the time of the House
at a very late stage of the Session,
which time was very urgentlyrequired
for the discussion of other more impor-
tant and more practicable questions.
When the subject of amnesty was being
discussed during the Session of 1875, ho
(Mr. Ryan) took the position that
there were no valid reasons for grant-
ing an amnesty, either pure and simple
or qualified, to those persons whom the
Court of the highest civil and criminal
jurisdiction in the Province of
Manitoba had pronounced guilty of
murder. 2None of the arguments ad-
duced by the promoters of amnesty
during that debate ; nothing that ho had
learned or heard since that debate;
nothing that had transpired since thon,
had sufficed to convince him that lie
was mistaken or to induce him to alter
bis position. But, although the action
of the Government in granting even a
qualified amnesty was, in bis opinion,
without justification, yet ho thought
that the logic of the hon. member for
Victoria was unsound, when ho accused
the Government of unfairly discrimin-
ating between Riel and Lépine on the
one.hand,andO'Donoughue on the other.
The hon. member for Victoria had
contended that, in order to justify the
discrimination made,it would have been
necessary to prove, by undoubtod tes-
timony, that O'Donoughue had been
guilty of treason by participating in
the Fenian raid of 1871. It was not
necessary for their justification that
the Government should go so far,
although they could, if they chose, fur-
nish such proof. All that was noces-
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sary for them to do, to justify the dis-
crimination made, was to show that
certain extenuating circumstanccs ex-
isted in the cases of Riel and Lépine,
which were wanting in the case of
O'Donoughue. That such extenuating
circumstances did exist was beyond
dispute. When Manitoba was threat-
ened with a Fenian invasion in 1871,
Riel and Lépine had offered their ser-
vices and bore arms in defence of their
Queen, and O'Donoughue had taken his
place in the Fenian ranks, if indeed, he
was not the Fenian leader. This was
the natural and conclusive reason for
the discrimination made between the
parties. The hon. member for Vic-
toria had undertaken to speak for
the Irishmen of Canada, although it
was not, perhaps, quite clear that he
was peculiarly entitled to speak for
them.

Mr. COSTIGAN: The hon. member
for Marquette will permit me to put
him right. I did not assume to speak
for the Irishmen of Canada.

Mr. RYAN remarked, that the hon.
member for Victoria said ho did not
assume to speak for the Irishmen of
Canada. He (Mr. Ryan) understood
him to do so. The resolution of the hon.
member alleged that the exclusion of
O'Donoghue from the qualified amnesty
of 1875, " has created dissatisfaction
among a largo class of Her Majesty's
loyal subjects of the same nationality
as the said O'Donoughue." Was not this
assuming to speak for the Irishmen of
Canada? While neither the hon. mem-
ber for Victoria nor himself had the
right to speak for the Irishmen of
Canada, they were respectively en-
titled to speak for the Irishmen in
their own constituencies. Speaking for
the Irishmen of Marquette, he desired
to say that they had no sympathy with
traitors or persons justly open to the
charge of murder.

Mr. WHITE (East Hastings): Hear,
hear.

Mr. RYAN said the hon. member
might cry " hear, hear." Did ho mean
to dispute the accuracy of his state-
ments? If he did, he would have the
opportunity of doing so in a more in-
telligible manner. He (Mr. Ryan)
regretted that hon. gentlemen who, in

Mr. Riur.

1875, had stood shoulder to shoulder
with him in opposing amnesty, had,
without any intelligible reason,
changed their position, and were now
found crying out for amnesty. They
had contended in 1875 that the circum.
stances did not justify the granting of
an amnesty to any of those guilty of
the Scott murder. They had contend.
ed then that it was a violation of
justice to grant even a qualified an-
nesty to Riel and Lépine. The cir-
cumstances of the case were, so far as
the merits of the case were concerned,
unchanged. What was unjust then
was unjust now. The violation of
justice in granting a qualified amnesty
to Riel and Lépine could not justify
a second violation in granting a similar
amnesty to O'Donoughue, nor could iL
indeed justify a change of opinion
upon the subject of amnesty, unless
those who changed their opinions were
prepared to assert that two wrongs
made a right. He did not believe that
the Irishmen of Canada were willing
to amnesty treason or murder when
committed by an Irishman. Irishmen
claimed no special liberty to violate
law and escape punishment. The hon.
member for Victoria had contended
that O'Donoughue was innocent of the
crimes charged against him. If ho
wore innocent, le needed no amnesty.
Strong in the consciousness of his in-
nocence, he could return to Manitoba
and stand his trial. There were Irish-
men enough in Manitoba, and if not
enough of irishmen, there were enough
of those who loved British fair play, to
see that he got a fair trial. An in-
nocent man needed no more.

Mr. WHITE (East Hastings) said, if
he thought that O'Donoughue had any-
thing to do with the death of Scott he
would not vote for the motion. Fron
ail information that he could obtain,
however, he believed that O'Donoghue
had nothing to do with the death of
that man, but that, on the contrary,
le protested against it. lie was
extremely sorry that men, claiming to
be Irishmen, should stand up in this
House and try to place an addition1al
black mark on his countryman's brow.
He belonged to a society that would
stand as firm for British connexion,
and constitutional liberty, and to what
they considered right and proper, a

W. D. O'Donoughue.



The North- West Troubles- [APRUL 12, 1877.] W. D. O'Donoughue. 1411

any other men in the country. They
found no fault with him for voting,
last year, in favour of an investigation
into O'Donoughue's case, and if found
innocent, and deserving of an annesty,
they would not object to it. He gave
Frenchmen, Scotehmen and English-
men credit for standing up shoulder to
shoulder to help each other, but Irish-
men were the very men who opposed
each other, as has been illustrated by
their action in regard to this man. It
was no wonder that Irishmen were
hewers of wood and drawers of water
so long as they would not assist each
other. For himself, he did not care
what church a fellow countryman
worshipped at; he considered that it
was his duty to do what he could to
take the mark off an Irishman's brow
who had done nothing to deserve its
remaining there. He could not under-
stand why O'Donoughue was not placed
in the same position as Riel and Lépine ;
he believed that he would make a use-
ful citizen, and thAt he had done noth-
ing to deserve perpetual condemnation
as an outlaw. He believed that if the
hon. the Minister of Justice would say
that hon. members could vote as
they pleased on this question, there
would be a large majority in favour of
amnesty. If the Government would
state that they would deal with this
question as with Riel and Lepine, his
hon. friend (Mr. Costigan) would with-
draw the motion. The hon. the Minister
of Justice had been very liberal with his
Pardon; out of eight persons con-
deined to suffer the extreme penalty
of the law, only two had expiated their
crimes on the scaffold. The hon. gen-
tleman had allowed men to escape who
had comnmitted ten times worse crimes
than O'Donoughue, and he did not sec
why this man, whom no one could say
had spilled a drop of blood, should not
be amnested.

Mr. RYAN: If lie has not spilled a
brop of blood, why does he not come
hack ?

Mr. WHITE said O'Donoughue could
possibly come back and be a member
of this House when the hon. gentleman
Was no longer a member. He knew
that the election of the hon. member
(N- .Ryan) was owing to the support
of his fellow countrymen, and his

8s9

course on this occasion ill-became him.
So far as O'Donoughue was concerned,
the crime of which he was charged,
was raising Fenians in the United
States and bringing them into Mani-
toba. If there was one thing more
than another that we, as Canadians,
should be pleased with, it was that so-
called Fenian raid of O'Donoughue, as
it showed the American people th at the
Fenians could not raise strength
enough to injure this country. The
Fenians were encouraged by the
United States people; they were fed
and clothed by them. On account of
the damage done to the American com-
merce by the cruisers sent out by some
of the people of Great Britain, the
Americans encouraged the Fenians.
The Canadians acted very differently,
for, during the Ameican war, we kept
volunteers along our frontier to keep
parties from the South going into that
country from here. And well the
Americans repaid this country. The
very moment the American Civil War
was over, they encouraged the Fenians
to come here and disturb our peace.
He did not believe the Fenians would
attempt to make another raid, as they
saw they had not sufficient strength,
courage or organization to injure this
country. Hie hoped that the Minister
of Justice would deal with O'Donoughue
as he had with Riel and Lépine. The
Minister of Justice could, by intimating
that he wished it, secure the passage
of this motion, and the people of the
country would give him credit for
doing so. The remarks of the hon.
member for Marquette were unneces-
sary and unbecoming. Why could not
Irishmen agree as other nationalties
did ? They secmed so strictly loyal
that they seemed anxious to condemn
one another. If Irishmen were true
to themselves, and stood shoulder to
shoulder, they would occupy a much
better position than they did to-day.
It might be said that he was forced to
speak as he did, because of Roman
Catholics who were bis constituents.
But this was not so, for in the last
election, out of 600 Roman Catholic
voters, ail voted against him except
some twenty or thirty. He hoped that
the Minister of Justice would take a
statesmanlike view of this matter. He
was proud to see that hon. gentleman
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.occupy the position he did. Perhaps,
if he was leading the Government he
would give him his support. He hoped
the Minister of Justice could see his
way clear to do them justice in this
case, and not allow one man to suffer
.alone for the sins and crimes of others.

Mr. BANNNTY' said he more than
regretted that the hon. member for
Marquette (Mr, Ryan) had spoken in
the way be had. They all knew there
were mistakes made at the time of the
trouble, both here and in the North-
West. He hid no hesitation, however.
in saying. as he said last year, that if
it had not been for O'Donoughue the
crime so lamented would never have
been committed; and, if it had not
been for the hon. member for Selkirk

.and others connected with the Hud-
son Bay Company, that country would
never have belonged to the Dominion
of Canada. But he thought the time
lad come when we should attempt to
obtain peace and unity. He, for one,
would be perfeetly willing to see a fuill
and complete amnesty granted to every
one of the men. That they were mur-
derers, he did not believe. They were
forced to take the position they did.
They might have gone too far, and it
was unfortunate that they did. No
hon. member could now say they were
not justitied in taking the action they
did at first. If they committed acts
that were to be regretted, it was because
t.hey were driven to do so by people
who came into the country. He would
be very happy to sec a full and fiee
amnesty for al], O'Donoughue not
excepted. I was time we should have
peace and that these things were for-
gotten.

Mr. MASSON said Le believed his
record with reference to the North.
We.-t troubles was a clear one. Be
Lad no idea of being inconsistent with
himself all through these trcubles, and
he did not think he had been. He had

.llwavs believed th,t the affair was
mifosLunfortunate, and that the people
liad good ground for being dissatisfied;
and lie thought after events showed
that they were entitled to a full am-
nesty, even O'Donoughue, whom he
believed to be the sole instigator of the
insurrection. But what was the use of
.discussing past events ? The Conser-

Mr. Wnrri.

vatives from Lower Canada had asked
for a complete amiiesty. When they
asked for it they expected that
O'Donoughue would have been in.
cluded with the others. They
never accepted the qualified amnesty
of the hon. gentlemen opposite,because
they thought it would be a condem-
nation of the whole position they had
taken. But the question was carried
by the various elements which com-
posed the majority of the hon. gentle-
mien opposite. The Conservatives of
Lower Canada held that all those who
participated in the troubles should be
treated in the same manner. The
Government had decided to discuss the
question of' the North-West troubles
entirely independent of anything that
occurred afterwards, but that the
amnesty should only be partial, ou
accoutit of promises made to the per-
sons so amnestied. if this paltry
amnesty had been promised to Riel and
Lépine, so also had it been to
O'Donougrhue. If it was on the public
ground that the sponge should be
passed over the troubles and peace
restored, that the partial amnesty had
been granted, it should, on the saine
principle, have been extended to
O'Donoghune. Harmony could not be
secured by making a discrimination
between the parties. They should
have been treated exactly in the same
manner. If the Government resisted
this motion, and decided that the
amnesty should be only granted to
particular parties, they would force
the louse to vote this illogical propo-
sition: That 0'1)onoughue should be
exempted from the aninesty, because,
forsooth, he had been implicated in
troubles which occurred two years
afterwards. That was not commonl
English fair play. If he were guilty
he should be punished with the others,
if they were punisbed ; but, if they
were acquitted, he should be acquitted
witti them. If it was said he
had been guilty of a crime
>osterior to the troubles in the North-
M'est, and not connected with them,
then he was judged guilty without
being formally accused. If the an-
nesty was refused, from the single fact
that he had been engaged in the Fenial
invasion of 1871, thon he was de-
elared guilty of a crime for which he

W. D. O Donoughue.
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had never been tried; instead of taking
the broad English principle thata man
was to be held innocent until Le was
proved guilty. The Government said
he was guilty of bringing the Fenians
into Canada; but, unless the amnesty
was granted for his participation in
the North-West troubles he could not
be tried, and therefore could not be
held guilty. If he came b-ick, he could
be arrested both on account of the
North-West troubles and on account of
the Fenian invasion. He thought the
time had come when the Governmont
should get rid of this trouble. Let the
Government forget and sponge out the
troubles of the past, and let O'Don-
oughue be treated like the others. Let
the Government say to O'Donoughue
that they would let him come back
and have a chance to bo tried for his
counection with Fenianism. Last year
Le was not in a position to vote
for the motion of his hou. friend. Any-
body that would read the motion last
year would see that the whole question
should be re-opened. le had rested
the ground of amnesty to Riel and Lé-
pine not solely on the fact that they
had helped to repel the Fenian inva-
ders, but principally upon the fact that
there had been a promise made by the
Ambassador of the Govern ment, which
promise had never been countermanded.
L- saw nothing inconsistent in Lis
v(te then and the vote he proposed to
give to-day, and Le would give that
heartily and without hesitation, be-
lieving that O'Donoughuc should have
the amnesty with the others. He was
sorry that the vote of amnnesty had not
included O'Donoughue. The hon. gen-
tleman who seemed to wish to resus-
citate the whole difficulty would, if he
turned to his own Province, See that
the whole population desired an arm-
nesty, and wished the subject not to
be spoken of any more. The hon.
gentleman did not know the feelings of
his own Province; he did not represent
the feelings of his own people.

Mr. SMITt (Selkirk) said it was to
be regretted, and deeply deplored, that
such questions as that now 'nder con-
sideration should be brought so con-
stantly before the House as they had
been-questions which tended to keep
aive a spirit of ill-will and enmity
among the people of the North-West.

There was good cause for making a
distinction betwen O'Donoughue and
other persons who were implieated in
the insurrection in the North- West, at
the time amnesty was asked for Riel
and Lépine. At that time Le very
cheerfully joined in voting for the arn-
nesty. Last year he did not vote for
amnesty to O'Donoughue, because Le
presumed, from all he had hoard
of O'Donoughue's conduct and actions
in the North-West, that he did a very
great deal more to cause and perpetu-
ate the insurrection than all the others
put together. Further, they knew,
and he had an assurance of the fact,
that Riel and the others were
simply opposed to the entrance into
the country of the Canadian authori-
ties, and proofs Lad been produced to
show that they were quite indisposed
to accept any connection with the
'United States; not only so, but they
repelled any vdvances made to them
from the United States. In proof of
this, they found that, after remaining
away a short time, these men returned
to their houses in Manitoba, showing
that, from their point of view, they
felt justified in having done the acts
which occurred under their Administra-
tion or management in the North-West.
O'Donougbue, on the other hand, left
the country and remained out of it,
and all the time he was plotting treason
against the Queen. In that circum-
stance there was a very great differ-
ence between the parties. He did not
think that the hon. member for Terre-
bonne (Mr. Masson)-while he agreed
with the hon. member in many re-
spects-was very logical in the argu-
ments ho addressed to the House. One
of the principal reasons advanced for
granting an amnesty to Riel and

'pine was, that they had done every-
thing they possibly -ould do to oppose
O'Donoughue when he made the raid
on Manitoba in 1871. They had the
authority of the hon. member for
Marquette (Mr. Ryan), which was
corroborated by what he (Mr. Smith)
had heard in the North-West,-and the
circumstance was more than probable,-
that, but for O'Donoughne's presence
there in March, 1870, the country
would not Lave had to deplore the
death of Thomas Scott. Even now
he (Mr. Smith) could not ad-
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vocate an amnestv for O'Donoughue.
It was said that O'Donoughue had had
no opportunity to take his choice. He
had had an opportunity to remain in
the country or leave it. He might
have then surrendered himself to trial.
They knew that the one member of
those irnplicated in the troubles who
did stand a trial, viz., Lépine, was con-
demned to death, and it was very pro-
bable, from the ovidence brought for-
-ward against O'Donoughue, that the
sentence on him would have been the
same as on Lépine. While it was
desirable that tbere should be an end
of those troubles in the North-West,
still the House should remember that
one was a pronounced traitor, while
the others were standing up for what
they -believed to be the.r rights on
coming into Confederation. For those
reasons ho could not vote for the
motion.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said hil opn-
ions on the question were well knowè.
When the discussion regarding Riel
and Lepine took place in the House he
held that they had committed an act
for which they should be punished, and
he agreed on the course taken to bring
them to punishment. But thore was a
time when it was botter for the future
of the North-West and the Dominion at
large that the poople should forget past
deeds. When the time had come that it
was no longer necessary to hold those
men up as an example or suffer further
punishment, he was prepared, and had
been prepared for some time, to give
his vote and voice in favour of the
occurrences of the past boing forgotten.
The Fenians who invaded this part of
Canada had been allowed to go free,
and the saie leniency should be ex-
tended to O'tDonoughue. Lait year, he
regretted that the amnesty given to
Riel and Lépine was not full and com-
plete. He thought so still, and believed
that the country would never be satis-
fied with anything short of this.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said he
had voted against every motion which
lad been brought forward to grant an
amnesty to either Riel, Lépine or
O'Donoughtne. O'Donoughue was
doubly bad,for he had headed the Fenian
raid on Manitoba. The hon. member
for Provencher had declárod that

Mr. SxITh.

O'Donoughue was not present at the
murder of Scott. But the hon. men-
ber for Selkirk (Mr. Smith) knew that
O'Donoughue was present at and
planned the mtu-der. The hon. mem-
ber for East Hastings (Mr. White) had
said that the Fenian Raid in Manitoba
was a farce. le asked that hon. mem
ber whether the Fenian Raid was a
farce when some of the best blood of the
young mon of the country was spilt
in its defonce. He was surprised at
such a statement being made by the
hon. member. He was the first to
call attention that an hon. member was
sitting in the House who was connected
with the murder of Scott. He would
vote as he had done during the previous
year, but never in favour of granting
an amnesty to any of those men.

Mr. WHITE (Hastings) said bis
statement was that the Fenian raid into
fatitoba was a farce. He said so

still. He did not say a word about the
time when the Fenians came to Fort
Erie. The last Fenian raid was a farce,
and proved that the whole Fenian or-
ganization was a farce.

Mr. LITTLE said he saw some force
in the remarks of the hon. member for
Victoria (Mr. Costigan), relative to
O'Donoughue being placed on an equal
footing with the other offenders, Riel
and Lepine, because the hon. member
had voted that an amnesty should be
granted these two offenders. But, lie
(Mr. Little) did not give such a vote.
H1e did not believe in this House
whitewashing any individual of bis
crimes, whether political, criminal or
otherwise. He admitted that these
misguided men were only puppets,
used by the wire-pullers of that time
and locality, who, to suit their mercen-
ary and political ends, prompted Riel,
Lepine and O'Donoughue with others to
raise the disturbance. O'Donoughnle
should do somathing to show himself
worthy of pardon; should be tried in
Her Majesty's courts of law; evidence
and witnesses should be produced tO
show that he was not so bad as repre.
sented; he should state who or what
persons or Company prompted him
and others to commit the outrages. It
was not for the House,without evidenCe,
to grant even a conditional pardon. Hie
did not bolieve in the Government
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granting or ordering committees of in-
vestit'ation on crimInal cases, or po-
litical crimes. We had the courts of
law open. Already this Session,
thousands of dollars would be expended
on an enquiry into the affairs of the
Northern Railway Company, which,
ho bolieved, had complied with ali the
terms of the late agreement with the
Goveinment, and owed them nothing,
.except what in good time it is hoped it
will repay. The Government through
itsCommittee was now investigating its
financial affairs, for what purpose ?
Not for the benefit of the Dominion,
but to the injury of the line. Last
night he had to vote on a matter he did
not approve of. Hie neither liked the
amendment of the hon. member for
Middlesex, nor the original motion
introduced by the hon. member for
Lisgar (.dr. Schultz). He could not
support the amendment, from a remark
made by the right hon. member for
Kingston, in relation to it, viz: " As
it affirmed that the House had already
taken some steps towards securing pro-
Jibition," when the House had taken
no action whatever; and if be (Mr.
Little) had had an opportunity, he
would have voted against the original
motion also. But to-night he was
obliged to vote, he presumed, with the
Government, judging from the action
they took last year, for, as yet, the Gov-
ernment had not spoken. Nationality
With him was nat the question; a crime
was a crime by whomsoever it was
perpetrated. No one admired more.
than ho did the late D'Arcy McGee,
'one of the first statesmen in Canada,
who fell while endeavouring to build
'p our Dominion, and it was a source
of satisfaction to him (Mr. Little) that
b'Arcy McGee expired, holding the
same principles that he (Mr. Little)
upheld, and the great party to which
he belonged. Yet the Hon. D'Arcy
McGee was of the same nationality as
ODonoughue; but their principles were
not the same. With him (Mr. Little)
and the Liberal Conservatives, prin-
Ciple was before party. He had con-
Sientiously opposed an amnesty in any
shape being granted by this Hoise to
those Offenders; last Session he took
the same ground, and he saw no rea-
eon now to change bis opinion.

Mr. MITCHELL said that any per-
son who had taken any prominent
part in public affairs should give his
reasons for the vote he was about
to give. When this question was up
last year, he had felt it to be bis duty
to vote for amnesty; and on the ground
which he would state. There was a
time in the history of the North-West,
and its relations to this Parliament,
when it might have been very ques-
tionable whether any proposition of this
kind ought to have been sustained. Had
it been made immediately after these
occurrences, he would have refused to
grant an amnesty. But we had acquired
a great territory in the North-West,
which was to be built up; and it ought to
be the object of all statesmen and of thie
Parliament, as he was sure it was the
desire of the people of Canada, to cause
peace, unanimity and good feeling to
prevail throughout that whole section
of the country. What was, and what
had been the result of this agitation,
regarding O'Donoughne, Riel and Lé-
pine ? They had never had peace here
or there, until a conditional am-
nesty had been granted the two
latter. While he deprecated the occur-
rences in question, and denounced what
ho believed to have been a vile act-
the taking away of the life of Thomas
Scott-he felt that vengeance was not
for them. They had a duty to per-
form. They had to protect the
authority of the law and punish crimi-
nals, but they had not to perpetuate
vengeance. This House had by its
solemn act pardoned these offences.
They were looked upon by some as acts
of rebellion, and by others, and by a
large section of the people living in the
North-West, as a vindication of the
rights of the people. Although he was
a member of the Cabinet under whose
administration these troubles arose,
and though he could not do otherwi&e
than look upon them as acts of rebel-
lion against constituted authority, he
must say that his sympathies had
alwayi been excited in favour of the
men, who believed, as they did, that
they were attempting to impose a
Government upon them without their
approval and without consulting
them. If these men had resisted,
in a constitutional way, what
they considered the unjust attempts
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of Canada, they would not only
have had his sympathies, but also his
support. These days, however, bad
passed and gone. The feelings of ani-
mosity and antagonism created in the
country by their acts, bad, in a great
measure, disappear ed. The population
of the North-West had become largely
increased by the exodus from this part
of the country, and by immigration
from across the water of people who
know nothing about these difficulties,
and cared less; and under the circum-
starces, he thought that this Parlia-
ment could fairly and constitutionally
wipe out the remaining vestige of this
trouble. O'Donoughue might have been
equally chargeable and responsible for
the inception of the trouble, for its con-
tinuance, for its maintenance, and for
its results; but, in the interests of pub-
lic peace and order, and of the main-
tenance of the harmony that ought to
exist, and which it ought to be the
desire of Parliament to promote, as
Riel and Lépine had been pardoned
conditionally, he could soe no reason
why the same leniency and couider-
ation should not be extended to
O'Donoughue. He rather agreed with
lis han. fiiend on his right who said
that the resolution reflected upon the
action that had been taken; but Parlia-
ment should promote peace, and en-
deavour to procure a peaceful solution
of all these difficulties, and wipe out the
smallest vestige of them that existed.
When they looked at the history of the
mother country for the past three or
four centuries, and the difficulties
which had there occurred, they
would find that men whose lives had
been in jeopardy, and around whose
necks the halter had almost been
placed, had subsequently occupied dis-
tinguished positions in the annais of
their country, In our country, and in
Australia, similar instances had occur-
red. Allusion in this regard had already
been made to the late lamented D' Arcy
McGee, against whom similar charges
had been preferred. Irishmen had
acted wrongly, but in good faiti. They
had been misguided. No substantial
benefit was to bo derived from a re-
tention of these feelings, or the keeping
alive of the charges made in connection
with these troulles. It was to be re-
gretted that these acts had occurred,

Mr. ouMz..

but they should not cultivate senti-
ments of animosity between one and
another class in this country. H1e
had voted last year for amnesty.
lie would do so again. 11e felt that
O'Donoughue should be treated in the
same way with Riel and Lépine. They
heard it said that this man should not
be granted a conditional amnesty
because he had been connected with a
Fenian raid; but this was no reason
for such a course. All men should be
treated alike, and they should not pre-
judge and convict a man without giving
him an opportunity for having a fair
trial. No matter how much mistaken
with regard to the course they had
pursued, so long as Riel and Lépine
were entitled to amnesty so was
O'Donoughue, and they should give it
to him. If this man was guilty of
other acts than Riel and Lepine were
guilty of with regard to the promotion
and inspiring of an invasion of the
country by Fenians, let him come back
and be arraigned for inciting such an
insurrection and take the consequences;
but they should not say, that while an
amnesty was granted to the leader in
an insurrection, it should be refused to,
a subordinate. This was most unjust
to O'Donoughue, whom ho was
not going to defend. It was
a matter of common justice to
treat this man as had been treated
bis two accomplices. They should give
O'Donoughue a conditional amnesty,
and if he chose to come back and place
bis neck in danger of the halter for re-
bellion to the Queen and the consti-
tuted authorities of the country, and
take bis trial, let him take the conse-
quences.

Mr. PALMER said he represented
a constituency, where a large nuinber
of descendants of U. E. Loyalists lived,
and consequently as ho intended tO
vote for the resolution of the hon-
member for Victoria, ho could not give
a silent vote. -He considered that
the circumstances surrounding the
case were very extraordinary.
After a number of years had
passed since the occurrence of these
events in which this person had un-
questionably taken a criminal part, it
was even still difficult, with the most
minute enquiry, to find out what were
the real facts connected with the'
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whole transaction. This being the
case with persons who had occasion
and were able to investigate the matter,
it was astonishing that through-
out the length and breadth of
Canada, the conimon people had
very little knowledge of what were the
real facts. There were many who
sincerely believed that the officers of
the Hudson Bay Co., when they found
they were to lose an easy and lucrative
position, in which perhaps it
was easy to gain a livelihood, were
unwilling to permit Canada to possess
that country. 1e did not say this was
so; he had no means of learning it; but
he did know that,throughout the length
and breadth of the land, a great num-
ber of people believed that this was
the real fouidation of all the trouble,
and that O'Donoughue, Lépine and
Riel were mere tools in the hands of
the persons mentioned, while they
committed crimes which, in bis
constituency, would be considered
the last that should be forgiven-
treason against the Crown. But,
although this was so, yet what
did they find ? That in this coun-
try there were different nationalities,
Frencb, Irish, Scotch, and English. He
hoped that these people would forget,
in the course of lime, their origin, and
simply claim to be Canadians. This
was, however, not the case at present,
and it was necessary to endeavour, as
far as they could, to blot out distinc-
tions of every kînd and nature. It
was completely proper for those who
represented different nationalities to
advocate the rights of their country-
Men, because the latter looked to their
representatives to secure justice. This
was the case with Irishmen, scattered
not only through this land, but every-
where; and they knew that,while Irish-
'en were generous, they had of course

their strong nat onal feelings. He
held that no man concerned in such
troubles was entitled to an amnesty.
This was granted simply because these
men had been misguided and because
their Crimes were not of so base a
nature as those of ordinary crimi
nais. The feeling which made a
maan risk bis life for some fancied
'rong, he did not care how misguided
the man might be, was not the same
a that baseness which induced a

man to murder another for mere pelf.
The latter was totally unfit to live;
but to the other, on bis discovery of
the fact that he had been mistaken,
and that the cause lie had looked upon
as holy was wrong, and that he had
been misguided, mercy could be ex-
tended. Such persons became the
most loyal of men, and the truest of
friends. Such had history been with
reference to all crimes of this descrip-
tion. Gr'eat men whose voices had
been heard in this legislative hall, had
taken up arms against the sovereign of
Great Britain ; had left the country,
and had been amnestied ; and these
men had committed a crin which was
unquestionably as heinous in its nature,
as that which O'Donoughue had ever
committed. Why was it necessary to
amnesty them at all if they were not
guilty of treason against the crime
with reference to the Fenian raid ?
Surely O'Donougbue was not more
guilty than the others who had been

pardoned. They all knew that no
blood had been spilled in con-
nection with this raid, and as
his hon. friend from East Hastings
had said, it was a mere farce.
Hie did not at all palliate the
act. This was entirely wrong; but it
was better for peace and quiet to grant
an amnesty. Again, as they were
pardoned if they returned to this
country, there was no reason why they
should not tell the whole truth with
regard to this transaction; and the
country would bo gratified to know that
tho officers of the Hudson Bay Com-
pany were free from blame, if such
should be the issue. If on the other
hand, these officials had created this
difficulty, they would meet with the
just execration of the people of thits
country. Many people besides frish-
men thought that the person in ques-
tion was kept out of the country to
prevent bis story being told. Whether
this was true or false, he had heard it
stated in the House by the hon. mem-
ber for Lisgar. The country would
gain by knowing who was really to
blame in the matter. He thought that
the motion of his hon. friend had
nothing to do with the Fenian raid; it
simply asked amnesty for the same
acts which Lopine and Riel had con-
mitted. How could this man come
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ïback under the present circumstances?
If he did so, he would be tried,
and properly so, for the acts
he had committed. If O'Donoughue
was guilty of a crime from which
Riel and Lépine were free, if he
returned alter such a motion was
carried, he (O'Donoughue) could be
placed on trial for such offence. If the
passage of the motion would incite
Fenianism or disloyalty, or the com-
mittal of treason, he would be the last
to vote for it, but he could not see the
slightest evil that could possibly arise
from it. They were only asked to do
justice and extend fair play to three
persons engaged in the same act. Two
of them, who were of another nation-
ality. had been pardoned; the same
.clemency had been refused to the third,
who was of a different nationality; and
he could perceive no reason why this
:should be done. He would vote for the
resolution of his hon friend from Vic-
toria, New Brunswick.

Mr. BLAKE said there was one part
.of the discussion which he had heard
with pain and grief. The hon. mem-
bers who moved and seconded the reso-
lution described the people who in-
habited this country, as Frenchmen
who stood shoulder to shoulder, Scotch-
men who stood shoulder to shoulder,
Englishmen who stood shoulder to
shoulder, and Irishmen who did not
stand ishoulder to shoulder. As a Cana-
.dian of Irish descent, when he beard
those sentiments he looked around the
fouse to see where there was a place
for a Canadian. The hon, gentlemen
.did not think that there was any such
thing as Canadian sentiment or nation-
.ality. Was this the way such questions
were to be met here ? Was this the
way in which patriotic sentiment was
to be made to glow ? It was utterly
impossible. The hon. gentleman (Mr.
Costigan) deprecated raising this ques-
tion ; but, if he did not wish to raise it,
why did he do so ? He would prove to
the Hlouse that the mouth of the hon.
member for Victoria (Mr. Costigan)
was closed on this subject. The Gov-
ernment measure in this respect met
his hearty approval. The condition
was that a complete amnesty should
be given to all persons concerned in
the North-West troubles, except to
Riel, Lépine and O'Donoughue ; and to

Mr. PALMEL

Riel and Lepine on condition of five
years' banishment. The hon. member
for Victoria said this man was ban-
ished in reference to what was called
the Fenian Raid, and that he had no
connection with it. There was a
ground existing with reference to Riel
and Lepine which did not exist in
O'Donoughue's case. In fact O'Donou-
ghue was largely responsible for the
extreme condition of affairs which led
to the outlawry of Riel and Lepine.
He always believed that O'Donoughue
was one of the principal actors in that
crime, although he did not think his
guilt was much greater or less than
that of the other two persons. But as
it had been denied that there was any
Fenian raid, he would have to cite the
evidence which was taken before the
North-West Committee. Archbishop
Taché said :

" After leaving Fort Garry, I met sone of
those who were called Fenians. I met O'Don-
oughue himself three days' distance from
Fort Garrv. I made a point of speaking to
him on the question, and I showed to him
not only the impropriety, but the criminality
of the thing. He denied to me having any
intention of making an attack upon the Pro-
vince of Manitoba; he said he was merely
leader of a party of emigrants who were
going to Manitoba, and that he had cone to
an agreement with the railway companies
to get a reduction in the passage for these
emigrants. He also stated that he would con-
vey thein to their destination and go back at
once tu secure other emigrants to Mani-
toba."

Father Richot, in the course of his
examination, said:

"I wrote a letter to the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor upon the occasion of the O'Donough1ue
raid. I have a copy of the letter which I
can produce. The Lieutenant-Governor then
wrote me a note stating that he desired to see
me. * • • His Excellency said he
wanted to know what attitude the French
population would take on the Fenian in-
vasion."

Sir John A. Macdonald said:
" Among other subjects that we discussed,

was the Fenian raid that had been put down
in October, 1871. I spoke to him of infor-
mation that had been received by the Gov
ernment, that Riel and Lepine, although
professing to act against the Fenian nove-
ments, were really in concert with the leaders
of that movement. & At that
time the situation of the country was very
different to what it is now. The feeling of
bitter hostility between the races was then At
its height, having been greatly aggrav
by the Fenian invasion."

W. D. O'Donoughne.
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A letter from Mr. W. H. Watt, of
Pembina, stated:

"This place was, this morning. at 7.30,
taken possession of by O'Donoughue, O'Neill,
Donnelly and Curley, who had 35 men as
followers. They were driven out by Colonel
Wheaton, of the United Statfs Army. HEe
captured O'Neill, Donnelly and Curley, with
ten of their men, also alIl their ammîunition
and arns. at least what they did not carry
off with them. O'Donoughue left bis cloak-
overcoat, and since his flight fron the fort
has been captured by sone of the Half-breeds
on this side of the line."

Thon the proclamation of Lieutenant-
Governor Archibald contained the
following passages:

"From the moment when the rumour of
a Fenian raid assumed a character to be
relied upon, miv great anxiety was that our
people, irrespective of past diffe-ences, should
present a united front to the band of mis-
creants-the scun of the cities of the United
States-who were collecting on our border
fbr purposes of plunder, robbery and imurder.
* a 0 O'Donoughue, one of the leaders
of the gang, as-Qured hie companions that,
on their arrival at the fronîtier, they would
be joined by a party of our people, disafected
to the Crown, and ready to aid any invasion.
* * * O'Donoughue escaped to this side
of the lne, but was arrested in the course of
the evening by sone French Halt-breede.
During the night, uunder a mistaken view of
what was best to be done, le was taken to
the frontier and placed in the saine custody
as the other prisoners, by parties who acted
very naturally under the circumstances, but
still in a way to be regretted. * * * If
aiong these people there were, and I believe
there were, some persons whose exceptional
Position might have led O'Donoughue to look
for their support, it only adds to the value of
the demonstration, and removes the last hope
Of the iiscreants who have iuvaded your
soil that they would receive sympathy or aid
from any branch o the population. * * *
I regretto have to inforn yeu that, on the
samne day, the United States civil authorities
at Pembina, to whom Colonel Wheaton was
obliged to hand over his prisoners, discharged
these naraulers, for reasons that I am unable
to coiprehend, and that one of them,
O'Donough ue, still remaiis in the neighbour-
hood of Pembina, awaiting an opportunity
Of renewing the attack."

The following was an extract
'rom Lieutenant-Governor Archibald's

5Peech from the Throne:
"I have reason to congratulate vou on theattitude asumed by all classes of tht peopleon the Occasion of the recent Fenian raid."
The following was an extract from

the address of the Legislative CouncilIn reply:

" We teel that your Excellency could hav e
no more signal proof of the soundness of the
policy of forbearance and fair-play towards
all classes of the people, than was afforded
by the attitude of the whole population or.
tie occasion of the recent Fenian raid."

But he would not go on. He had
given enough cxtracts to show this
House that it was not misled when he
characterized this transaction in which
O'Donoughue was engaged in company
with O'Neil, as a Fenian raid. The
hon. gentleman said that O'Donoughue
was sacrificed, thiat he was treated un-
justly. that his property had suffered,
and that he ought to be permitted to
return to attend to a large tract of
land in the North WesL which he
claimed. But what the hon. gentleman
asked was, that O'iDonoughue should
be placed in the saine position as Riel
and Lepine, in that, by the proclama-
mation issued in pursuance of an ad-
dress by this House, they were amnes-
tied. As to Riel, he was condemned
by a process of outlawry, the proclama-
tion amuestying him after five years'
banishment. As to Lopine, he had
been tried and convicted and was un-
der sentence of two years' imprison-
ment at that time, and the pardon, of
course, could only be a conditional one.
But he claimed to accept the condi-
tion, aid served out his time and, there-
fore, the amresty did not reach him,
he preferring to remain in prison for
two years to five years' banishment.
Riel thon was the only case that had
to be considered. Even were O'Don-
onghue placed in the same position as
Riel ho could not roturn to Manitoba as
an amnestied man,because that privilege
was not accorded to Riel himse
his term of banishment not having
expired, so that this question of pro-
perty would remain in the same posi-
tion as it now was, were O'Donoughue
treated like Riel, for lie could not
return to Manitoba till after five years
had elapsed. The hon. gentleman
had spoken as if Riel and those placed
in the same category with him, were
enjoying present rights and privileges
not aecorded to O')onoughue. But this
was fallacious, because, were an
amnesty given to O'Donoughue to-mor-
row, on the same terms as it
had been given to Riel, he
could not enter Manitoba, and hi&
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property would have to be attended
to, and his residence fixed by the sane
considerations by which they were
governed to-day. The hon. gentleman
said that an injustice was done to
O'fDonoughue because ho might return
at any rate at the end of five years if
he were amnestied. He (Mr. Blake)
undertook to show by the most con-
clusive evidence, to which the hon.
gentleman had given the attestation of
recording it on the Journals of this
House, that it was not the want of an
amnesty that prevented his returning
to Manitoba. He would refer the Hlouse
to the hon. gentleman's motion of last
year, moved on the 23rd March. In
that motion was recited a letter from
O'Donoughue to the Speaker of this
House, in which he declared that he
was entirely ignorant of, and had
nothing to do with, and was quite irre-
sponsible for the death of Seott,and that
if it was not for the so-called Fenian
raid, he would long since have de-
manded a trial as to his action in tho
North-West. It would be seen bythis
that he did not want an amnesty for
bis participation in the North-West
troubles, but for his action in the
Fenian raid. That was what pre-
ventcd his coming to his adopted
coun try.

Mr. WHITE (East Hastings): That
is correct.

Mr. BLAKE said they knew now
what vas desired: iltat, under colour
of a motion to grant a like amnesty to
that granied te Riel and Lepine in con-
nection with the North-West troubles
of 1869-70. the House was asked to
amnesty O'Donoughue for bis partici-
pation in the Fenian raid. One man
was arrested by reason of his connec-
tion with that raid. le was a British
subject, and, had it not been for the
present painful discussion, he would
not mention his nationality, but he was
a Frenchman. Ilis name was Louis
Latonne. He was arrested, charged,
tried, convicted of high treason and
sentenced to death. lis sentence was
commuted to twenty years' imprison-
ment,and subsequently to twenty years'
banishment. There had been no ap-
peai. No Englishman, Irishman, or
'SStchman had asked for the remission
of his sentence, so le was not embraced

Mr. BLær=

W. D. O'Donoughue.
in the motion of his lon. friend.
O'Donoughue, in a letter forinally ad-
dressed to Mr. Speaker as the organ
of this House, had told him in the
strongest and plainest terms, by his
own statement, that he did not care for
amnesty, that he was not prevented
from entering Manitoba by reason of
the North-West troubles, but that it
was the Fenian trouble that prevented
him from going there. But itwas said
this was not really a Fenian raid, but
was part of the original organization,
part of the old troubles of 1869-70.
He (Mr. Blake) did not hold O'Donou-
ghue's crime the less on this account.
At that period, a Constitution had been
given to the North-West. The rights
of the people there had been vindicated.
They had the blessing not merely of
pEopular representation, but also of a
Legislative Council nominated by the
Crown. Under these circumstances,
with the full form of the British Con-
stitution mirrored in their small society,
these men, in Outober, 1871, attempted
to renew the old rebellion, by the con-
currence of others and of O'Donoughue
himself. And this was the man who
said he did not ask for any favour of
the Canadian Government, that he had
meted out to him the full measure of
their injustice, and that the world
should know, in his own good time,
the full particulars of the whole
matter; this was the man who said he
did not require amnesty, and that he
would come back were it not for the
Fenian raid; this was the man who
now found an advocate in the hon.
mpmber for Victoria, N.B. (Mr. Costi-
garr). Would the hon. gentleman give-
the House to understand that O'DonOu-
ghue had withdrawn from the positi0l
ho had before taken and that he would
now accept amnesty, and thon that he
was not afraid te meet his trial as a
Fenian invader ? The hon. member
said: Try him for that. But O'Donou-
ghue did not want to be tried. The
hon. gentleman said that the last
motion made upon this subject was
voted down as one of want of conil-
dence, and that the followers of the
Government were appealed to to treat
it as such. The hon. gentleman did
not correctly recollect the circum-
stances of the debate ; no such appOS
was made, nor was it necesary.
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,motion was not treated as a motion of
want of confidence by either side, and
this was evidenced by the fact that 30
supporters of the Government voted
with the hon. gentleman, and 26 of the
members opposite voted with the Gov-
ernment. To call such a motion one
of want of confidence was quite out of
the question. The motion was treated
upon its merits. He did not think the
present was the proper time to bring
feward such a motion. There had
been plenty of time allotted to ordi-
nary business in which it might have
been brought up, without occupying
the scanty time remaining of the
Session. The hon. gentleman from
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) had an-
nounced a change of base.

Mr. MASSON: I have not changed.
Mr. BLAKE said, of course, the

hon. gentleman would say so. He
said he always voted for amnesty,
but could not vote for the motion last
vear because it called for an enquiry
into the facts stated by O'Donoughue.
The hon. gentleman was willing, how-
ever, to assume the facts.

Mr. MASSON: No.
Mr. BLAKE: Then the hon gentle-

nan does not believe this letter ?
Mr. MASSON: Of course, I do not.
Mr. BLAKE said, in that case the

hon. gentleman added the character of
a liar to O'Donoughue's other good
qualities. It now turned out from,
what the hon. gentleman said, that the
letter upon which an enquiry was
asked, was a tissue of falsehoods-as,
he himself believed; and yet, the hon.
gentleman was willing to vote in fav-
our' Of the man who was impudent and
mnendacious enough to write it.

Mr. MASSON : I did not mean an
enquiry at all.

Mr. BLAKE: No, he meant justice
ý'1thout an enquiry.

-Mr. MASSON: No, but because analnnesty had been promised him.
Mr. BLAKE: No.
Mr. MASSON: You voted for it.
Mr. BLAKPE: No. The hon. mem-

ber for East Hastings (Mr. White)
been good enough to allude to him

having facilities for taking the

course of mercy on this subjeet. He
would be willing to meet the challenge
in respect to his share in the adminis-
tration of his Department when the
proper time came, but he hoped the
hon. gentleman would make himself
more familiar with the facts in
the future than he had shown
himself that right. It had been his
(Mr. Blake's) painful duty and great
misfortune to have had occasion to
advise or be responsible for, during the
course of bis short tenure of office, no
less than seven capital cases, instead of
two, as stated; and he could assure the
hon. gentleman that when he had hesi-
tancy, it wab not so mucli with regard
to commutations as with regard to
executions. There was another diffi-
culty to which it was his duty to call
the attention of the House. At the
period at which this proclamation took
place, as for several years before, it
had been the custom of the Colonial
Government to use the prerogative of
mercy by making the condition of pun-
ishment more absence from the do-
minions of Her Majesty. But about
that time the attention of the Colonial
Secretary was called to the difficulty
arising out of the remonstrances of one
of the Australian Colonies, against
criminals being sent there from another
country. The result was, that the posi-
tion was taken, which ho believed to
be impregnable, that it was not fitting
to thrust upon other countries crimi-
nals who were unfit to live among
our own people. He had, however,
endeavoured to secure exemption from
this rule in the case of political offen-
ders, as the same reason did not obtain
as in the case of criminal offenders,
and as this mode of punishment some-
times was the most convenient
mode of dealing with such cases.
That subject was still under discussion,
and was not now settled; and, were it
to be settled, the precise mode in
which it should be settled would, of
course, require to be considered before
the arrangement could be held to in-
clude such a particular oase in all its
aspects as that of O'Donoughue. If,
under these circumstances and at the
present moment, the Government were
prepared to say that the time had
arrived when a decision could be taken
on the subject, that difficulty would
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stand in their way, unless some means
could be dcvised of practically putting
O'Donoughue on the same footing with
Riel and Lépine. It was the opinion
of the Government that, without
naming such a time or declaring any
decision, the time had not arrived for
taking any action on the matter; and,
that no real injustice-according to the
sense in which the bon. member for
Victoria, N.B., (Mr. Costigan) used
that term, in which he (Mr. Blake)
did not agree with him-was done
O'Donoughue at the present moment.
Even if the motion were granted,
O'Donoughue would not be, for years,
in a position to return to Manitoba,
and, therefore, no injustice-in the
hon. gentlemen's sense-was donc by
not granting it at this time.

Mr. WHITE (East Hastings): Thon
we may take it for granted that it will
be granted by-and-bye.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. gentleman
would take nothing for granted from
him. When he was prepared to make
such a statement, he would do so in
unmistakeable terms; but he made no
such proclamation or announcement
to-night. Taking the exceptional cir-
cumstances under which Riel and
Lepine were amnestied, which the Gov-
ernment had thought, and. he believed,
still thought, had weight, they had
not thought fit to agree to the present
proposition, and would resist the
motion of the hon. gentleman.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said,
in the first place, he did not see why
the Minister of Justice felt so deeply
pained at the allusion made to the
different nationalities, which occupied
that country. It was a fact that,while
we are all Canadians, or ought to be,
we alil hail different origins, and should
be proud of them. The Englishman,
being a portion of the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland,
would be proud of being a free-born
Englishman; the Scotchman, his own
countryman, was proud of his own
nativity-sometimes, it was said, too
proud--and they all knew the patriotic
feeling of an Irishman for his nation-
ality. These feelings always worked
for good in the mother country, and
they worked for good here. They
found Englishmen working for and

Mr. BLàxr.

looking after th eir countrymen, because
they were Englishmen; and so with
Scotchmen and Irishmen; and instead
of its being a feeling to be deprecated,
it is a loyal feeling which ought to be
encouraged. Coming to the motion
before the House, he would look at the
position of the parties. They had three
persons named in the resolution, Riel,
Lépine, and O'Donoughue. All three
were, he fancied, beyond a doubt, en-
gaged in the insurrection and distur-
bances in the North-West. They stood
upon a par there. All three were
equally guilty of taking up arms
against Her Majesty in the legal sense,
though some of his bon. friends on that
side of the House would say they were
not so guilty in a moral sense. Lépine,
besides, was found guilty by a court and
jury, of his countrymen, of murder. A
process was issued against Riel by the
Attorney-General of Mlanitoba, for the
same crime, but he fled from justice, and
after legal notice, was outlawed for
murder. The Attorney-General and
the Government of that country, did
not think, he presumed, that they had
evidence again, t O'Donoughue for mur-
der, either to issue a process or to pro-
ceed to outlawry. He (Sir John A. Mac-
donald) had yet to learn that the Gover-
nor,orGovernment,orAttorney-General,
or any of the authorities there, found
they had evidence sufficient to issue a
process against O'Donoughue, or to
carry out that process to outlawry for
murder. They stood, then, al] guilty
of this insurrection ; two guilty of
murder, for outlawry was equal to
conviction. They were bound to believe
that the third man was innocent, be-
cause no action was taken to establish
his guilt. Comparing, therefore, the
position of these three mon, O'Don-
oughue did not stand in a worse posi-
tion, in any respect, to say the least of
it, than the other two. On the other
hand, he stood in an infinitely better
position in the eye of the law, because
he was neither found guilty nor out-
lawed, nor charged, so far as he (Sir
John A. Macdonald) could learn, by
legal process; and he stood equally with
them, baving eommitted no greater
crime, having taken no other action,
no other treasonable step or course,
than they, in regard to the
rising in the North-West. Under

W. .D. O'Donoughue.
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these circumstances, why should
not O'Donoughue be placed with
respect to those troubles in the
same position as the other two men ?
Hle was not worse as a traitor, a rebel,
a person rising in armed insurrection
against the Crown than the other two.
Then why should he be dealt with dif-
ferently from the others? The reso-
lution did not ask for the pardon of
O'Donoughue, if lie was guilty of any
subsequent offence, such as this subse-
quent Fenian raid, which the hon. the
Minister of Justice had taken so much
troublé to prove he hwas mixed up in,-
the attempt of 1871. That was not asked
for. If he were guilty of that, lot him
be tried for that if lie came into the
country; but it was outside of this
question, and of the causes of dissatis-
faction specified in this resolution,
which was not so much addressed to
the case of O'Donoughue as to the
deep-seated dissatisfaction of persons
who fancied that the treatment of this
man in an exceptional manner was be-
cause of his nationality. The dissatisfac-
tion bad been intensitied because, from
various concurrent circumstances,
rightly or wrongly, a large class of
their fellow-subjects believed that this
man was made an exception of on that
ground. They did not say or perhaps
bieve that it was because he was an
Irishnan, but they thought it was
because he was not a Frenchman,
whieh came to the same thing, because
the strong influence within and without
the Cabinet was not experienced in his
favour whicli was exercised for two
men of another nationality. Whether
that were well founded, or altogether
baseless and a mistake, or had an ele-
ment of truth in it, the dissatisfaction
was certain, and not so miuch in Mani-
toba and the North-West as in other
parts of the Dominion. le (Sir John
A. Macdonald) knew, and other mem-
bers of this House knew, that it existed
among that nationality in the Province
Of Ontario, and it was an ever-continu-
ing source of irritation and indig-
nation in thoir mind that this
!nan was made the solitary exception
In regard to this rising in arms :
that one measure of punishment was
deait out to the other mon, while he
was excluded from all hopes of mercy
and amnesty. They bolieved it was

unfair and unjust, and that feeling of
dissatisfaction and of discontent would
continue to rankle in the mind of that
nationality until the cause was re noved.
And why should it not be removed ?
With respect to the Fenian raid, his
hon. friend had alluded to a letter of
O'Donoughue's; ho had read a portion
of his letter, and had called him by a
term which was very strong-used
against a man writing in his position-
an exile. The Minister of Justice had
called him a " liar."

Mr. BLAKE : What was the term
the hon. gentleman applied to a Lieut-
enant-Governor ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that whenever ho used that language
ho thought ho could defend it. He was
speaking, not of a man who was a
Lieutenant-Governor or a àMinister of
Justice either, but a poor exile, who
had written a letter, which, though a
very intemperate one, was an excu-
sable one; and the hon. gentleman
might well have spared the taunt ho
had thrown out. The Minister of Jus-
tice should have read the whole pas.
sage. This man denied that it was a
Fenian raid, and alleged that it .was
the continuation of the original insur-
rection. Thus, ho contended that his
conduct across the line was a continu-
ation of the original insurrection,
carried out by the same parties, acting
in consort. But if that were not so, if
ho was separately to be held responsi-
ble for his conduct in the Fenian raid,
let it be so. If he were tiied for
being concerned in a Fenian raid
against Canada, and found guilty,
the country would acknowledge the
justice of his sentence. This resolution
did not say anything about that, but
only referred to the offences of which
Louis Riel and Lépine were amnestied
on the condition of an exile for five years.
Let them place O'Donoughue in the
same position, and not leave him unam-
nestied for everand ever for that offence,
when the others, in three short years
more could return. The head of the
republic, Louis Riel; Lépine, his Adju-
tant-G-eneral, could return in three
years more, and hold up their heads in
Manitoba, and perhaps come and repre-
sent it in the House. Mr. O'Donoughue,
was banished for the term of his life,
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from his home and from his country.
It was the height of injustice; there
was no excuse, no justification for it,
and he saw no reason why bis hon.
friend thie Premier should not assent to
the pro1 ,sition to put this man in the
sae position as the other two, so that
at the end of three years ho could, if
he chose, return and run bis risk
upon the sane ternis. laving com-
mitted the same crime, ho should
receive the same punisi.ment as the
others, and should get the same
mercy. As to this being a vote ofwant
of confidence, that was folly. No one
could pretend that. The whole princi-
ple of motions made in Supply was
this: that it was the right of the sub-

ject ta take this time to bring forward
any grievance he may have. The
Commons were originally summoned
to say how much money should be
granted; but it had corne to be the
practice o discuss any questions of
grievance on motion to go into Supply,
and it was certainly no expression of
want of confidence. It might be that a
vote of censure was a vote of want of
conti(ience; but the fact that a state-
ment of this kind, asserting a right or
claim, or a grievance of any kind, was
made, was no matter of want of confi-
,dence. Again, in Enigland, it was a
matter of almost continual recurrence
for motions of this nature to be offered.
If they were carried, the Government
.accepted them-.-thlelouse had decided--
and then the Chancellor of the Exche-
.quer moved that the Speaker do leave
the Chair, and the House went on as
before. As an hon. friend reminded
ihimn, his hon. friend the member
for Victoria, N. B., had made a mo-
tion in procisely the same spirit as this
one, when they (the late Government)
were on the other side of the House;
but they had not received or consi-
dered it as a vote of want of confidence.
They knew that bis hon. friend had
confidence in them. le (Mr. Costi-
gan) made the motion and it was car-
ried. So every one knew that the
Government of Lord Palmerston had
nine of such motions made in one
Session. They were not intended as
votes of wantof confidence. A charge
of inconsistency had been made against
bis hon. friend (Mr. Costigan) because
.he voted for the resolution of 1875; but

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

hence it was not to be supposed that
the hon. gentleman was to be held
responsible for the truth or falsehood
of every allegation contained in the
long recital which was the basis of
this resolution. The hon. gentleman
could not be cognizant of this long
recital of details, and the resolu-
tion ended by recommending that
there should be an immediate am-
nesty for everybody excepting three
persons; and that there should be
an amnesty for two of these at the
end of five years. His hon. friend, at
the time, like a sensible man, had
taken the advice of bis great country-
man, O'Connell, who was always glad
to take a step in advance. The hon.
gentleman (Mr. Costigan) took what
lie could get, and voted for a general
amnesty for the whole people, and a
modified amnesty for Lépine and Riel,
and he (Mr. Costigan) now came to
carry out constitutionally the object
ho had honestly and faithfully been
working for, as was bis original idea,
and hope and wish, to the full extent-
the securing of a complete and thorough
amnesty for all the parties concerned.
One word more: He would vote for
this resolution, and on the ground
mentioned in it, that there was
no disquiet in that country,
or in this country, and no fear
of disturbance in the future. They had
to thank Providence that what had
threatened to be a long and lasting
trouble and a long and lasting embar-
assment had passed away, and that the
people of the North-West were now as
law-abiding as the people of Ontario
and Quebec. Under these circum-
stances, if it was believed, as lie did in
bis heart of hearts believe, that there
was a real feeling of dissatisfaction-
and he would mention it plainly--
among the Irish people of this Domin-
ion, because they thought that this
man, their countryman, with whom
they sympathised, had a good case, and
had been left out in the cold, to use an
American expression, and condemned
to spend the rest of bis life in a foreigIl
land, when the other two mo would,
in tbree years, return to this country
and assume the position of British sub-
jects and free mon, enjoying their pro-
perty and rejoining their families and
friends. As he had said before, one

W. D. O'Donoughne.
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of the two had already been elected to
this Ilouse, and, h e dared say, they
would tind both of thein yet sitting in
the House ; whilo this other -man,
O'Donoughue, would stand looking
wistfully across the Line, seeing his
lost friends and his conspirators on this
side of it, enjoying all British subjects
could enjoy-alI their hopes, and, if
they liked, all their ambitions. This
was not fair play. H1e appealed to the
common sense and good heart of the
House, and asked if it was not fair
play to vote for the resolution to grant
air pla' and justice to these three

mono
Mr. MACKENZ[E : Will the hon.

gentleman say why, when he had the
opportunity, and 'sent secret service
money to Riel and Lépine, he did not
give O'Donoughne a small share.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: And
that is the First Minister's speech in
answer to this appeal for merey to this
man.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The bon. gentle-
main has no faith in bis appeal, and he
knows that very well.

Mr. BOWELL said he had notgiven
a vote on the question of amnesty or
any question affecting the North-West
ierritory since he had had the honour
Of a seat in the House without giving
his reason for it, and upon the present
occasion he proposed tofollow thesame
course, particularly as the aspect of
affairs had somewhat changed. He
Ilust express his surprise in connee-
tion with others, at the tone which had
characterized the utterances of many
menbers who had spoken on the ques-
tion, and not less for the reasons that
sorne of them had given for the course
they intended to pursue. On former
occasions, it had either been his good
fortune or his misfortune, to differfrom
others On this important matter, and
the Vote he should give to-nigh-t would
ho cast for other reasons than those
$.signed by any hou. gentleman who
had preceded him. He had witnessed,however, even in the inception of this
debate. the same reasons given for the
course members intended to pursue
'Pon this question that had been stated

y former occasions more particularly
hy those gentlemen who were au-?OSed to b6 -either directîy or indireetlyr

90 rx-

connected with the North - West
troubles and difficulties. He had not
been surprised to hear the hon. mem-
ber for Selkirk give the reasons he did,
nor to hear the reasons ndvanced by
the hon. member for Provencher, for
the course he (Mr. Bannatyne) intend-
ed to pursue. lie could easily under-
stand that where there was any danger
or likelihood of even a probability
arising as to evidence being given that
might implicate those who were not
yet directly implicated in these difficul-
ties, those gentlemen who were at
least interested to a greater or less
extent in these difficulties, should pre-
vent, to the best of their power, any
person coming into this country who
might shed some light on that question;
but he was surprised, and very much
so, at the remarks made by the
hon. member for Halifax, (Mr.
Power). The only reason that bon.
gentleman had given for opposing
the motion was because O'Donoughue
had stated he was desirous of returning
to this country in order to give evi-
dence against others who bad not yet
been implicated in the troubles in the
North-West. If there were those in
the country, who, though occupying
pro minent positions, should be punished
in connection with these difficulties,
and if any of the Hudson Bay Company
officers had instigated these troubles,
he thought it would be well that the
country should know who they were
that should bear this responsibility.
His hon. friend from Marquette had
told the House what he (.4u r. Bowell)
at least had not learned before-and
he thought be could say, without ego-
tism, that he had devoted some little
time to the study of this question- that
O'Donoughue was a party, directly, to
that foul and bloody murder which
took place in the west, but adduced no
evidence to sustain his assertion. Had
he done so, there would have been no
difficulty in dealing with this question,
so far as he (Mr Bo-well) was concerned,
as he would vote against him without
a -moment's hesitation. He had, how-
ever, been unable, though he had taken
some trouble in the matter, to ascertain
the truth of this statement; and he
had et to learn that this charge
wa8 s d upon fact, or that te
question of nationality was a reason
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why a man should be convicted or am-
nestied, pardoned or elevated to offce.
He deprecated the introduction of the
question of nationality or religion as
much as any man possibly could,
having, outside of the ilouse-and he
thought he had inside of it-but at all
events on every occasion in his own
constituency, and otherwise, raised his
voice against the claim which any
particular nationality or creed set up
or office or for any other position. He

had deprecated this when these am-
nesty resolutions were introduced; he
had ventured the opinion last year, and
he repeated it now, as he had seen no
reason to change his mind-that had
O'Donoughue been, to use the language
he had employed in 1875, when dis-
cussing this question, of the same
nationality as those who wore amnes-
tied and pardoned,he (O'Donoughue)
would not have been made a solitary
exception. He was not surprised at
the tone assumed by the Minister of
Justice. It was a tone which the
lion. gentleman generally employed,
more particularly when he (Mr.
Blake) was hurling his taunts
across the floor of the House. It
would, indeed, be somewhat surprising
if any member who dared to have an
opinion different from that entertained
by that hon, gentleman, and dared to
give expression to it, was not treated
in the saine insolent manner in which
the hon. gentleman treated every man
-he would, if the word insolent were
objectionable and unparliamentary,
withdraw it, and, in a more parliamen-
tary manner, declare that it was objec-
tionable for the Minister of Justice to
treat every man who deemed it his
duty to express an opiinion in opposi-
tion to or in contradistinction to him,
to Aurl such epithets at them as he did.
The hon. gentleman had no right to
assume the position he had, and to tell
him (Mr. Bowell) that he had expres-
sed opinions which he never had
uttered ; nor was the hon. gentleman
justified, either by fact or by the docu-
ments from which he (Mr. Blake) had
read-the account of the investi-
g ation into the troubles of the

orth-West Territory, of which he
(Mr. Blake) was a very prominent
member, and of which he (Mr. Bowell)
was a very humble one. What he (Mr.

Mr. BowELL.

Bowell) had said, and what ho would
repeat, was, that O'Donoughue might
have been a Fenian as well as a rebel.
He had never statod it to be his belief
that he (O'Donoughue) was not. He
had never expressed an opinion that
would lead anyone to believe, as far as
he was concerned, that O'Donoughue
was less guilty than Riel and Lépine,
so far as related to the outbreak in the
North-West,"; but he had never seen
any evidence showing that O'Donoug-
hue was a direct party to the nu.rder,
and such evidence had never been pro-
duced in the House or in the Com-
mittee. The contrary, indeed, had been
established. What he had said he now
repeated : there was no evidonce in
the document from which the hon.
gentlemen had quoted, to prove to the
contrary-that though O'Donoughue
might have gone into the United
tates for the very purpose of raising
body of men to invade British terri-

tory, he did so with the knowledge,
consent and authority of those with
whom he had formerly acted in rebel-
lion; and in order to show this,he would
read what had already been read once
r twice in the House, the affidavit of

t Frenchman who was present on a
Sunday, before church, at St. Norbert,
and who heard the conversations and
discussions between Riel and his friends
which arose on this very question of
the raid into the North-West Territory.
He knew that some hon. gentlemen had
said that this man was unworthy of
belief and characterless, but ho had
never yet found anything to establish
that this was the case, save mere asser-
tions. The affidavit ran as follows:-

" I, François Charrette, of the parish of St.
Norbert, make oath and say: That, at the
church of Pere Richot, on Sunday, the 8th
October, 1871, I was present and, in the
morning, before service comnmenced, I heard
Louis Riel say to a number of Half-breeds,
who were assembled outside the church,
'You see,' said lie, ' that our friend O'Don
oughue is taken prisoner at Pembina, he has
always been our friend, and we should fight
for him and try to get him released.' Pierre
Delorme said: ' Our O'Donoughue is a
risoner and we can do nothing, as the Eng-
sh are stronger than we; but the best thingwe can do is to go and see the Governor aln

W offer him our services, to show, as we can
do nothing for O'Donoughue, we are ll On
his side now.' To this, Riel agreed, and they
all went away to see the Governor. Fro1
what I have heard Riel and others say, )

W. D. O'Donoughue.
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know that it was the intention of hin and
hie party to join O'Donoughue and the
Fenians."

This affidavit of François Charrette
was sworn to at Winnipeg, on the 12th
ofOctober, 1871, before J. Fl. Ashdown,
J.P. Taking the subsequent events
in connection with this Fenian inva-
sion, everything would show that
these men were ail implicated in, and
supporters of, the movement, and
there was no doubt but that when
O'Donoughue came to the frontier, it
was with the distinct undeistanding
that he should be met and assisted in
this incursion by Riel and his followers.
It had taken the Minister of Justice
half his time to disprove what really
was not contained in the resolution and
what the House was not asked to
affirm; there not being a word in it
about pardon for the crime of the
Fenian raid. It was true the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Costigan) bad referred
to this matter in his speech by declar-
ing that O'Donoughue was no worse
that Riel and Lépine, but those who
voted for the resolution would affirm
only what it contained, and not what
the mover of it had given as his
opinion. The Minister of Justice had
tried to divert, designedly, lie (Mr.
Bowell) believed, the attention of the
louse from the facts at issue, as em-
bodied in the resolution. What they
had to decide was simply, whether
the House was prepared to affirm that
W. D. O'Donoughue should be placed
in the same position as Riel and Lépine,
so far as related to the North-West
troubles, without considering in any
way the Fenian raid. If this man was
guilty of being a Fenian and had trans-
gressed the law in that respect, he was
subject to the laws of this country, and
if he came into it, he must take the
consequences. He had stated and now
repeated-he did not believe there was
a man in the whole of this broad Do-
Iminion who would have objected to
a general amne ty if blood had not
been spilt, and more particularly if it
had not been shed in the manner it
had been. O'Donoughue must take
his own] responsibility for any crime
he might have committed after ho left
the country, and which had no con-
'ection with these troubles. If O'Don-
Oughue could show that this raid was

9% j

an offshoot and part and parcel of the
insurection, ail these men who had
been pardoned wcre equally guilty,
and connection with the raid would
inot be a separate and distinct
crime, but one coming within the
meaning of this resolution. If it did
not, as the Minister of Jutice contend-
ed, thon the louse was not asked to
pronounce an opinion on it, and it was
triling with the question todrag it into,
the discussion. The hon. gentleman
laid a great deal of stress on the
alleged fact that Riel and those with
whom he was associated, had offered
their services to the Governor of Mani-
toba, when the raid took place. Dates,
however, show this to be a fallacy. It
was on the 5th Mahteiendish
attack was made, n~d on the 7th they
were driven from Canadian territory,
and yet it was not until the 12th fol-
lowing, after O')onoughue and his
friends had been driven out of the-
country, that Riel and his follow pat-
riots offered their services to Governor
Archibald. How that act could be
made a justifiable reason for the
amnesty granted, he could not compre
hend. Still, he and his followers were
reprieved, while O'Donoughue was
made a solitary exception of, on the
ground that he was a Fenian; but,
whether he was a Fenian or not, the
reselution did not propose to deal with
anything of that kind. The simple
proposition before them was wheth or
it was just and proper that one man,.
who was no more guilty than those-
who had been amnestied, should be
selected and doomed to perpetual ban-
ishment, while those who had added to
their other guilt that of murder were
either pardoned or banished for only
five years; that was what they had to
consider and nothing more. After
making enquiries into the case of
O'Donoughue, and having found he was
not a party to the murder of Scott, he
was prepared to vote for the resolution
of the hon. member for Victoria, and
he was also prepared to justify that
vote before his constituents. He had
voted against the resolution last year
because it refiected upon members of
the louse, which he did not think
either right or proper, and therefore
should be opposed ; but now it was a
fair proposition and he trusted, how-
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ever strong his feelings were and had
been in regard to the North-West

-troubles, that he could at least take a
dispassionate view of the question four

.or five yenrs after the difficulty occur-
red, and do an act of justice. He cared
-lot one rap for a man's nationality or
bis religion; he wished to see equal

justice meted out to ail. O'Donoughue
was no more guilty than the other
parties, and he saw no reason of justice
in placing him in a worse position than
Riel and Lépine had been placed, so far
-as it related to the troubles in the
North-West territory. That far he was
prepaied to go, but no further, and not
even that far if he had one tittle of
evidence to show that O'Donoughue
had been a party to thé murder of

.Scott.
Mr. YOUNG said the best evidence

of the character of this vote was to be
found in the speeches of the hon mem-
ber for Kingston, and the hon. gentle-
-man who had just resumed bis seat.
Both speeches, towards the close, were
explanatory of the reasons why the
hon. geitlemen would vote for the
rebolution ; both seemed to think it
was desirable to explain the extraor-
dinary vote they were about tO give.
A more extraordinary motion than
this he never saw moved in the House,
and he-thought his hon. friends on the
other side must be hard. up for subjects
out of which to make political capital
wben they moved to amnesty a man
who was guilty of participating
in a Fenian raid on the peaceable
people of this country. If there was
anything hon. gentlemen opposite had
been noted for it was their loyalty; if
there was one thing more than gnother
for which the bon. member for North
bastings (Mr. Bowell) had been dis-
tinguished, it was lis intense loyalty;
aid yet that hon. gentlenan and his
colleagnes had advocated. the amnesty
of a Fenian. He thought the case of
ER I nd LépiDe was different from
t!lt of O')onoughue, and for this rea-
son: That they objected to the en-
trance of Mr. -Macdoug4ll into their
Province because they maintained that
certain rights to which they were en-
titled. had not ben confirmed to them.
Me. said at that time, as he said now,
that those gentlemen were just'ified to
.a certain extent, but not to the length

Mr. BOWELL.

1to which they went, because the trouble
was owing to the blunder of the late
Government in sending woru-out poli-
ticians from Ontario to rule over this
people without their consent. He
thought he was correct in stating that
the main consideration in granting the
partial banishment to Riel and Lépine
was, because, at a critical moment,
when the Province was attacked by
Fenians from the United States, they
offered their services to repel the inva-
sion. The fact that the Crown accepted
their services on that occasion consti-
tuted a reason why they should not be
treated in the same way as O'Donoug-
hue. In addition to that person being
engaged in the rebellion, ho had col-
lected a force in the United States,
and proceeded to attack the Province
of Manitoba, hoping that the rebels
would assist him n wresting it from the
British Crown, and annexing it to the
United States, and he thought the hou.
gentlemen wbo were now advocating
an amnesty were. acting quite inconsis-
tently with their )ast record. le was
of opinion, all things considered, that
O'Donoughue was not entitled to am-
nesty at the hands of the House.

Mr. ST. JEAN said he had been op-
posed to a general amnesty from the
first, and the discussion to-night had
shown him that it was his duty to vote
against the motion. If the bon. mem-
ber for Victoria had brought up the
motion in another shape, on another
day, he might have supported it; but,
all circumstances considered, ho feit it
hie duty to oppose the motion.

Mr. FARROW said the question had
narrowed down to a small point, and
le certainly differed with the bon. the
Minister of Justice's idea as to justice
in this matter. It seemed to him the
whole question was in this shape: Riel
and Lépine invited Gen. O'Neill to
corne over the lino into Manitoba with
a band of Fenians, and being pretty
wide awake they decided at the
eleventh hour, in order to secure par-
don for their misdeeds, to offer
their assistance to the Government to
ropel the invaders. But those French-
men, who were as guilty as O'Donoug-
hue, were amneLtied and this poor
frishman was condemned to perpetual
banishment. It could not be proved

W. D. O'Donoughue.
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that O'Donoughue had anything to do
with the murder of Scott. -He wished
to do right to all classes, and he cer-
tainly thought that O'Donoughne had
been badly treated. He would, there-
fore, vote for the resolution.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Costigan) negatived, on the following
division:-

YEAS:

Messieurs
Baby
Benoit
Bernier
Blanchet
Bolduc
Bowell
Cameron
Caron
Cimon
Colby
Costigan
Coupal
Currier
Cuthbert
Daoust
DeCosmos
Desjardins
Dewdney
Domville
Farrow
Fraser
Gaudet
Gibbs (North Ontario)
Gibbs (South Ontario)
Gill
Harwood
Hurteau
Jones (South Leeds)
Kirkpatrick
Langevin

Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Rain
1annatyne
Bartht
Béchard
Bertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Blake
Borden
Borron
Bowman
Bover
Brown
Buell
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Cauchon
Charlton
Cheval
Christie
Church
Cockbara

Lanthier
Macdonald (Kingston)
McDonald(CapeBreton)
McDougall (Three Riv.)
Macmillan
McCallum
McQuade
Masson
Mitchell
Monteith
Montplaisir
Mousseau
Orton
Ouimet
Pinsonneault
Platt
Plumb
Pope (Compton)
Robinson
Robitaille
Rochester
Rouleau
Roy
Stephenson
Thompson (Cariboo)
Tupper
Wallace(SouthNorfolk)
White (East Hastings)
Wright (Ottawa Co.)
Wright (Pontiac).-60.

nÂys:

Messieurs
Jetté
Jones (Halifax)
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
banderkin
Lan glois
Laurier
Little
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
McDougall (S.Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Breton)

Mackenzie
McCraney
McIntyre
Mclsaac
McLeod
McNab
Metcalfe
Mills
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Pouliot
Power

Coffin
Cook
Cunningham
Delorme
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Flesher
Flynn
Frécnette
Galbraith
Gibson
Gillmor
Goudge
Greenway
Guthrie
Hagar
Hall
Higinbotham
Ho ton
Horton
Irving

Ray
Rbbillard
Ross (Erst Durham)
Ross (West Middlesex).
Ross (Prince Edward)
Ryan
Rymal
Scatcherd
Scriver
Shibley
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Selkirk)
Smith (Westmoreland>
Snider
St. Jean
Thompson(galdimand>
Thomnson (Welland)
Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman
Young.-105.

SUPPLY.
XI. MILITIA.

House again resolved it self into Com-
mittee of Supply.

(In the Committee.)
70. Pay, maintenance and

equipment of " A" and
" B Batteries Garrison
Artillery and Schools of
Gunnery, Kingston and
Quebec......................... 8115,000
Mr. LANTGEVIN asked the reason

of the $5,000 increase on last year's
vote.

Mr. VAIL stated it was because of
small increases to officers, &c., to the
extent of $3,340. The balance went to
make up the Estimates of last year,
which were slightly short.

Mr. MITCHELL said he thought
there ought to be a large reduc-
tion, because the expeniditure was
useless in the present condition of our
finances. He knew of six young men
who studied at the batteries and then
went to the United States, and this
practice was pretty general. Young
men who entered the schools were
either too idle or too useless to find
other employment for themselves. The
necessary details of the expenditure of
last year shoulid have been given in
the Public Accounts.

Mr. CARON said he thought no
money was better applied than that to
" B " Battery at Quebec, and he pre-
sumed the same was the case with
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iespect to " A" Battery at Kingston.
During the winter months, many
young men out of employment took
advanLage of the schools, and thus got
a fidr military training. The com-
manding officer of the Battery was
well known in military circles.

Mr. DO XVI [LE remarked upon the
large expenditure for fuel and light.

Mr. VAIL said, the winters being
cold, a large expenditure was neces-
sary. Everything was purchased by
contract.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD en-
quired whether the contracts were
made at Ottawa.

Mr. VAIL: Yes.
Sir JOHIN A. MACDONALD sug-

gested that hereafter they should be
made at Kingston and Quebec, on the
ground of cheapness. He approved of
the militia being kept up to a high
state of efficiency. If it was worth
while baving a militia force ut all, it
should be well organized. Still, the
Government should be ready to furnish
all information, as there was no appro-
priation which was looked upon with
such suspicion by the public, as that for
the militia. For instance, the Govern-
ment should be able to show how it
was that so large a sum as $13,000 was
required for fuel and light.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that a large
qtiantity of fuel was necessarily used ut
the barracks ut Kingston and Quebec.

Vote agreed to.
71 Military College..........$35,000 00

Mr. LANGEVIN said that when the
vote was before the House last year,
he called the attention of the hon. the
Minister of Militia to the regulations
with respect to the Military College.
His observations received the attention
of the hon. the MiniÈter and the Gov-
ernment, and shortly afterwards a new
met of r-egulations were ordered. They
did not, however, go so far as he (Mr.
Langevin) desired, in order that the
young men of Quebec Province might
be induced to compete at the
examinations and become cadets.
Out of the 26 who had submitied them-
selves for examination, 17 were from
Ontario, 4 from Queboc, 4 from New
Brunswick, and 1 from Manitoba; 15
of those admitted were from Ontario,

Mr. CAaON.

3 from Quebec, 3 from New Brunswick,
and 1 from Manitoba. Of the three
admitted from the Province of Quebec,
only one was a Frenchman. According
to the population of the Province, they
should have about six cadets at the
College. In the interest of the French-
Caradians he asked that the regula-
tions should be amended so that they
would be put in a fair position with
other races. At present, one of the
qualifications required was English
grammar, and writing English correct-
ly, in a good, legible hand, fi-om dicta-
tion. le suggested that the regula-
tions might be amended to provide that
a French-Canadian should know his
own language correctly, and write bis
own language correctly, and know the
English language sufficiently to be
und!erstood. Very few French-Canadi-
ans, from 15 to 20 years, would be able
to comply with the regulation in its
present form.

Mr. BABY said he concurred fully
with the remarks of the hon. member
for Charlevoix (Mr.Langevin). Should
the country become engaged in a war,
ut any time, it would have to rely for
troops, to a considerable extent, on the
French-Canadian population. If there
were soldiers, there must be officers to
command them, and the soldiers
would prove valuable only as they
had confidence in their commanders.
He must admit that the Province of
Quebec-as he had heard were the
countrymen of the Premier-was a
little clannish.

Mr. MACKENZIE: You are quite
mistaken.

Mr. BABY: We are to some extent
clannish and diffident, but not preju-
diced.

Mr. MACKENZIE: That is exactly
what we are.

Mr. BABY said that if the officers
commanding inspired confidence
among the soldiers they would no
doubt render very great service. lie
did not need to look back to the record
of what his race had done for the glory
of the British flag in this country-for
everybody knew it--when led by off-
cers who spoke their own language,
and in whom they had perfect cOnfi-
dence. This college should be se 00n
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ducted that their young men could
enter it and prepare for service, should
such an emergency arise.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho could
only state that the Government was
exceedingly anxious to adopt such
regulations as would suit ail
classes of the population. There
was, no doubt, a great deal in
what the hon. gentleman had said.
The regulations had been changed
somewhat, as the hon. member for
Charlevoix had advised lastyear, and if
this did not suffice, they mnst make
another attempt to do so. The Gov-
ernment would lose no opportunity or
avoid any effort necessary to accom-
plish the object they desired-to have
in the school French-Canadian students
to a number at least oqual to their pro-
per proportion. He quite agreed with
almost everything the hon. gentleman
had uttered as to the desirability of
.accomplishing this result. He took a
special interest in this institution, for
it was a penchant of his; and he had
no doubt that it would succeed. It
was admirably managed by officers
broughtfrom England, and he would be
very glad if theFrench-Canadians would
visit the institution before they return-
ed home, to see for themselves the pro-
gress that had been made. He had no
doubt the Minister of Militia would
take note of ail that had been said,
and endeavour to meet the ob-
jection made, which seemed to
be a fair one ; and instead of sub-
mlitting dictation in English, cause it

tO be submitted in French. At the
Same time, it would be quite apparent
to every one, that a fair knowledge of
English was almost, if not absolutely
necessary, to enable the French-Cana-
<han students to make due progress
and keep their ground with the other
students.

Mr. TUPPER: What is the present
nIumber of its students ?

Mr. VAIL: Twenty-nine.
Mfr. MACKENZIE: Seven entered

lately.

lir. LANGEVIN asked whether, if
the regulations were changed in the
.direction mentioned, an opportunity
woUld within four, five or six months
be given to young men from. the

Province of Quebec, to compote for
entrance into the College without wait-
ing for one, two or three years?

Mr. VAIL said they were now send-
ing out advertisements relative to ex-
aminations to take place six months
hence. They intended to have two
or three more examinations at
the termination of the period. The
hon. member for Charlevoix would
remember that when ho made his
suggestions last year, ho (Mr. Vail)
had gone over the examination papers
with him; and ho would ask the hon.
gentleman to come to the Dopartment,
when he (Mr. Vail) would be very
happy to consider the different subjects,
and any further alterations proposed.
Their object was to secure a certain
number.of students from each Province
-- Quebec to have its share. There
were none at present from the Pro-
vinces of Nova Scotia, Prince Edward
Island and British Columbia.

Mr. LANGEVIN: What is the full
number ?

Mr. VAIL: Twenty-nine.
Mr. LANGEVIN: Fifteen of the

students are from Ontario.
Mr. MACKENZIE: The maximum

number of students is laid down in the
Act.

Mr. LANGEVIN said that only three
of the students came from Quebec. Ie
wished a chance to be given to this
Province to have its full proportion.

Mr. VAIL : If students do not offer,
as the Act provides, then the number
is filled up from the other Provinces.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds): What
is the total number that can be
admitted ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think that 100
is the maximum at the end of four years,
and, after that, one quarter of their
number will go out yearly.

Mr. JONES said the college was a
very good institution, and very well
managed, but it appeared that, for the,
amount of money expended on it
they were recoiving at prosent com-
paratively little value. Only 18 or 20
students had been in it until lately, and
now the number was only 29. He
attributed the increase to the fact that
the examinations were nmade les
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stringent. la the first instance, these
aind been too severe. If properly

administered, the college would be of
yery great advantage to the country.
He desired to know whether the
examinations had not been changed.
He thought they should be the same
for every cadet, and such as to admit
into the institution gentlemen of fair
and ordinary education.

Mr. VAIL said the Act only per-
mitted the entrance of 22 students
during the first year. A very
large number of applications were
thon received, and they, therefore,
desired to secure the entrance of the
best. Possibly the examination papers
were then a little difficult. They had
since been altered somewhat, but the
young men who passed under thom in-
tended to have passed when the first
pspers existed.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) said he
was glad to know that the Government
and Premier took such an interest in
the College, which, in the course of
time, would have the results attained
by similar institutions in England and
the United States. During the Ameri-
can civil war, almost all the prominent
officers on both sides had graduated at
West Point.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the Esti-
mates provided for sixty instead of
twenty-nine cadets; and if the former
number enter, as each cadet paid $250,
$200 on entering and $50 atterwards,
this would effect a considerable reduc-
tion, and if that number did not enter,
the expenditure would not be so great
as it otherwise would be.

Mr. COSTIGAN said he dosired to
call the attention of the hon, the Min-
ister of Militia to the fact that ho had
received from a former volunteer offi-
cer in the Engineers, a letter complain-
ing of the treatment he had received
and asking for certain papers to be laid
before the House. He mentioned the
matter in order that if the hon. gen-
tleman, (Mr. Vail) was so disposed the
papers might be brought down before
concurrence. The papers included a
report made on the 26th of June last,
by Sergeant-Major Hurd and requisi-
tion written by this officer on the 13th
of last March, and a letter on the same
subject, dated March 16th, 1877.

Mr. Joirs.

Mr. BLAKE: Send across a mem-
orandum of the papers you desire.

Mr. MITCHELL called attention to
page 164 of the Public Accounts, and
suggested that next year, it would be
better to separate the items of which
the gross sums now entered were made
up, as to travelling expenses, furnish-
ing guards of honour for local legis-
latures, &c., in order that they
might botter judge of them On
the next page, $968.75 was entered
for the supply of wood to the detach.
ment stationed in a small building on
St. Helen Island. The island had an
abundance of wood upon it, and the
charge was somothing outrageous.

Mr. MACKENZIE: That wood is
never eut for fuel.

Mr. MITCHELL said the decaying
wood would keep the place in fuel. If
three times the market price were paid,
it was utterly impossible that so much
money could have been expended for
this purpose.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: That includes
the fuel for the building in Montroal.

Mr. MITCHELL: Then you should
say so.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: The item is
entered for Montreal.

Vote aqreed to.
72. Military Schools, Nova

Scotia and New Bruns-
wick ......................... $10,000

Mr. MITCHELL said he thought
thoseschools ought to be done away
with, as they did no good whatever.

Vote agreed to.
73. Pay and maintenance of

Dominion forces in Man-
itoba ......................... $35,000

Mr. SCHULTZ said that before this
item passed, he desired to call attentiOa
to a grievance felt by discharged vol-
unteers in Manitoba, in regard to the
manner of their payment, and certain
vexatious conditions and restrictions
imposed upon them in the matter of
the execution of Bounty Warrants,
which, to a certain extent, formod part
of their pay. The volunteer force il
Manitoba was composed generallY of
the very best class of men. The in-
ducement of serving their Queen and
ocuntry in the new Province, had b0el
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found sufficient to tempt men who were
classically bred, and of the best fami-
lies, into the ranks of the force. These
men who had faithfully served their
country during the period of their en-
listment, now felt that they had been
in some points, badly treated ; and in
the absence of the hon.gentleman who
had speeial charge of their case, ho
would merely call attention now to
their petition to this House, and trust
to that hon. gentleman to bring the
matter up formally at concurrence.
The volunteers in question had pre-
sented to the House, this Session, the
following petition:-

TZc the Honourable the Commons of Canada, in
Parliament ansembled.

ViThe petition of three ex-staff sergeants of
the Provisional Battalion of Infantry in
garrison at Fort Osborne, Manitoba, who were
duly appointed at a meeting of the non-com-
imissioned oficers and men discharged from
the said garrison July lst, 1876 (held in
Winnipeg the following 3rd of July; present:
his Worship the Hon. W. N. Kennedy, the
Mayor of Winnipeg, in the chair), to petition
the Government with respect to the griev-
ances of the said discharged volunteers, and
to take such other action as might be
required: Hunbly sheweth,

" 1. That your petitioners and their late
comrades were discharged one calendar muonth
and three days befbre the twelve mnonths'
service for which they were attested had
expired, at one week's notice ;

" 2. That thev were ail men of good
character, and 'had served Her Majesty
loyally and faithfully ;

" 3. That a new order of lte Dçniion
Lands Departnent, of which no publie notice
had been given, -revented the volunteers so
discharged from 'disposina of their interests
In their land granta, whiel bad always been
permitted previouslv;

" 4. That the ex-volunteers were thus
deprived of the opportunity of obtainino
Uoney for the purchase of civilian clothing,
and otherwise greatly inconvenienced ;
." 5. That their fand warrants were not

gîen them until six weeks after the date of
their discharge

6. That they had to incur the personal
cost of board and lodging during thisperiod;

" 7. That, owing to the isste of Half-breed
scrip in, the meantime, when their land war-
rants did a. rive, they were worth only fifty
($50) dollars, having declined fifty per cent.
in' valne during the mterval;

"8. That the attaching by Parliainent,
dung its last Session, of a new condition to
v11onteer land warranta, whereby all war-
raInts isued subsequently shoulti be receive-
able at the offices of the Dominion Lands

leprtmlent to the extent of twenty per cent.
y of any single township, which condition

should in equity not have been made applie-
able to the Land warrrants of volunteers then
in the service of the Governiment, as being
an alteration, witlhout their consent, of the
equivalent promnised for their services on
enlistment, tended further to diminish the
market value of their said land warrants ;

"9. That the fifty ($50) dollars realized
by the sale of each grantee's land warrant
was scarcely more than sufficient to defray
the cost of board and lodging incurred w-hile
awaiting its arrivai, and it wonld not compen.
sate for the loss of time incurred;

" 10. That each individual accordingly
suffered damage as follows:--

By depreciation of his land warrant. $50
Estimated cost of his board and

lodging....................... 45
For loss of time at $13 per month

(private's pay), or more, accord-
ing to rank.................... 20

Total..... ........... $115
" 11. That the officers affected by the said

reduction of the garrison received three
months' notice that their services would not
be required after the lst of July; and, fur-
ther, a bonus of six montbs' pay according
to raak on quittin« the service, but the non-
commissioned odcers and privates were
thrown upon the world at one week's notice,
without any bonus at al], without their land
warrants, and deprived (without warning) of
the privilege of disposing of their interest in.
the saine ;

"12. That, on a reduction taking place
on a previous occasion, the non-commissioned
officers andi men discharged received a bonus
of two months' pay according to rank, and
the privilege of disposing of their interest in
their land grant was not interfered with;

" 13. That your petitioners and their com-
rades were not afforded an opportunity of
joining the Mounted Police Force, which
many of thein desired to do, althongh recruits
were being enlisted in Canada at tfle time of
their discharge ; but their cfficers affected by
the reduction were, in addition to the bonus
of six nonths' pay already referred to, either
provided with civil employment or reinstated
in their military rank, the only exception
beiug Lieutenant Nash, who declined rein-
statement, and Quartermaster Stuart.

" Your humble petitioners therefore pray
that they and their late conrades may be
treated with the saine consideration and,
liberality as their officers, and that vour
Honourable House approve of their lieing
granted aix months' pay according to rank,
and piy according to rank and an allowance
of one dollar per dien, in lieu of rations and
quarters, for the pe-iod during which they-
were kept waitin g for their land warrants ;
also the sum of fitty ($50) dollars each, in
compensation for the depreciation in the-
pecuniary value of their land warrants result-
Ing from the delay in issuinir the same, and
fron the attaching by Parliament of the new
condition hereinbefore referred to without
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the consent of the parties primarily inter-
.ested.

" And your petitioners will ever pray, etc.
" R. A. W. ROLPH,

i ex-Qtrmast. Sergt.
"HENRY WALKER,

" ex-Band Sergt.
" CAs. Wm. ALLEN,

C ex-Paymatr S.rgt.
" Standing Committee on

d Volunteer grievances."

This pelition, it would be remember-
,ed, was ruled out of order on account
of the fi-amers of it inadvertent-ly
bringing its prayer into collision with
the rule of the House preventing peti-
tioners asking directly for money.
However, another petition similar in
form, but without the objectionable
portion, was duly received by the
House. He (Mr. Schultz) felt that no
hon. gentleman could give these com-
plaints the slightest considoration
without feeling the justice of the argu-
ments offered and the reasonableness

,of the request made, and trusted that,
.although the hon. Minister of Militia
had, in reply to a question put by the
hon. member for Selkirk, pronounced
against the claims, yet he (Mr.Schultz)
trusted that more mature consider-
ation, and consideration of the facts of
the case, might change his opinion and
lead him to grant simple justice to a
class of men who had, by their conduct
in the force and since, secured the res-
pect and esteem of their fellow-citizens
in Manitoba.

Mr. VAIL said the Department had
*given this matter a great deal of con-
sideration. He had sent all the papers to
the Adjutant-General at Winnipeg and
asked for a full report. He was satis-
fied himself that the men had no cause
for complaint, as everything that could
be done was done for them. They had

.every opportunity to enlist in the
Mounted Police if thev chose to do so,
but they did not avail themselves of
the chance. le was satisfied that if
his bon. friend was acquainted with all
the circumstances he would agree with
him that they had no cause for com-
plaint.

Mr. SMITHI (Selkirk) asked what
authority had been given for raising
militia companies in Manitoba.

Mr. VAIL said they had authorised
the raising of two new companies of

Mr. SCHULTZ.

late, and application had been made
for a third.

Mr. BOWELL said one item had
escaped his attention. It appeared
that a charge was made for guards
attending the opening of local legis.
latures. Was it usual for the Dominion
to pay the expenses of this?

Mr. VAIL: Yes, it bas been a stand-
ing order since Confederation.

Vote agreed to.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT said very great

exertions had been made to reduce the
expenditure. But the grasshoppers
had devoured the entire crops for for-
age. The total charge for the force
last year was $369,000. No doubt the
amount was very large, but it bad
been found almost impossible, in that
distant country, to keep the expenses
for forage and transportation down.
Year by year, as settlers went to the
neighbourhood of the forts, there was
good ground to suppose that the
amount would be deereased. In a yoar
and a half or two years it was expected
that forage could be obtained from
settlers around Fort McLeod.

Mr. TUPPER called attention to the
case of a young Nova Scotian, named
Nash, who was killed at Fort McLeod
while in the discharge of bis duty. His
mother being a widow, the case was a
particularly hard one, and as be was
within a few months of having served
the three years necessary to entitle him
or bis relatives to 160 acres of land, it
was thought the grant might be made.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT promised that
the matter should be taken into con-
sideration.

Mr. BOWELL said, on looking over
the Publie Accounts, he had come to
the conclusion that the expenses for
forage were very heavy.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT explained that
this was owing to the grasshoppers
having devoured everything in the
vicinity.

Mr. BOWELL drew attention to the
statements made on good authoritY
that the discharged volunteers in the
North-West were retused admissiOn
into the Mounted Police. Many ofthe
Volunteers had their way paid to
Ontario and Quebec, where they 'ea
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listed in the Mounted Police, and their

passage was paid back to Manitoba
Volunteers would make good police-
men or soldiers, and he thought it bad

policy to pursue the course he had
referred to.

Mr. MACKENZIE said his impres-
sion was, that the first body of men in
the volunteer force who were dismissed
were offered positions in the Mounted
Police.

Mr. VAIL said ho thought the hon.
member for -North Hastings (Mr.
Bowell) ivas mistaken, although there
might have been one or two such cases.

Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said he would
take especial care to call the attention
of the Secretary of State to the state-
ment of the hon. member for North
Hastings.

Mr. ORTON enquired whether anv
portion of the item was intended te
recompense those in the Mounted Po-
lice who had reccived injuries while on
service.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said contin-
gencies might perhaps cover that.

Mr. ORTON presented the case of a
sub-eonstable named Hayes, who had
been injured so as to necessitate his
coming home, and in consequence of
which injury he had not been able to
workt for five months. He (Mr. Orton)
thought some compensation ought to
be made.

Mr. MACKENZIE said, of course, if
the name was given to the Govern-
ment, they would look into the matter,
and grant a compensation if it was
Warranted by the circumstances.

3 r. SCHULTZ said ho quite agreed
with the proposition that the dis-
charged volunteers should, if possible,
be taken into the Mounted Police
Force lie believed the statement
"'ade by the hon. member for NorthTlastings in this respect was correct.
lie did not exactly know of his own
knowledge, but it would be remembered
that this formed one of the grievanices
'Cmnplained of by these ex-sergeants

volunteers. Presumably, these
men were better fitted for the Mounted
Polee than raw recruits obtained from
different parts of Ontario, The First

i11nister would find in the report of the

Minister of Justice that when the first
part of the force went up, the comman-
der of that force showed that of those
who enlisted at Toronto and elsewhere,
representing themselves to be good
horsemen, only about five per cent.
found themselves on arriving at Fort
Garry able to mount a horse at all.
He trusted that in future dealings in
the cases of the discharged volunteers
in Manitoba, every facility and encou-
ragement would be given them and to
the Mounted Police. In regard to the
pay of these forces, the Public Accounts
showed that a very large proportion
of their pay had been made through
J. G. Baker & Co. of the Hudson Bay
Co. He could not understand why it
was incumbent on the Department to
make these payments through these
particular parties. By some under-
standing with the poerties in charge of
particular posts, J. G. Baker & Co.
were allowed to deal with the men, and
allowed them to contract debts, and
then, instead of the payments being
made direct to the men, they were made
through this firm, who wera themselves
in a position to deduct the amounts
due from the men's pay. This had
given rise to a good deal of dissatis-
faction and on the face of it, it
looked as if, with a paid paymaster
and with facilities for the trans-
mission notes to that territory,
payments should have been made di-
rect to the men and not through any
of these other parties. In the matter
of the very large cost of forage, if he
understood the Minister of Finance
correctly, forage was likly to cost more
this year than last. If that was the
case, he thought this item ought to
have very strict investigation at the
hands of the House. When he had
had "occasion to speak of a payment
of $3 1,000 for forage to J. G. Baker &
Co., the Minister of Justice stated that
this amount was a very large one, but
explained the circumstances to a cer-
tain extent, under which it was ren-
dered so mach, and said he trusted it
might be very materially reduced.
From the Minister of Finance, how-
ever, they learned that it was likely to
be increased. He should like to know
in some way how this amount was
expended. It was stated to have been
by contract. Where, he would vak,
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were tenders for this contract asked
for? Who were the persons who ten-
dered for the supplies besides J. G.
Baker & Co. ? Who were these J. G.
Baker & Co., that they should be so in-
dispensible to the Government of
Canada in the North-West ? They
found them in everything in the Public
Accounts. At page 135 they found
payments to M. C. Page for services as
Solicitor and Counsel for the prosecu-
tion in the matter of the Cypress
Hill massacre, $2,272.49. They seemed
to be the Attorneys or Proctors of
Attorneys in the United States for
the Government. There were other
items amounting to $12,266 in connec-
tion with this Cypress Hill massacre
case, which was a humbug from begin-
ning to end, and was perhaps started
by this J. G. Baker & Co. for their own
emolument. And what was the result?
After the ill-will of the neighbouring
State of Montana had been raised,
when the matter was broughit before the
Courts of Manitoba, it was found that
there liad been no reason for the pro-
secution from the first. If the North-
West vas to be an outlet for the spend-
ing of Dominion money in that way,
there could not be too close an investi-
gation of each individual item of the
accouiits, and of the manner in which
it had been spent.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said he
would move to st ike the item for
Mounted Police out, if 1here was to be
peace and quietness and no danger of
a Fen ;an raid in Manitoba.

Mr. CA RTWIRIGHT said it did not
apply to Manitoba at all. The torritory
was a thousand miles long and four
hundred miles broad, and ranged from
the Rocky Mountaius to Manitoba. The
Cypress Hills mas-sacre was under.the
I)epartment of Justice, and their offi-
cars there represented that the outrage
on some unotfending Indians called
for some exercise of diligence to bring
the offenders to justice, and the action
of the Government had, at all events,
convinced the Indians and the Ameri-
can outlaws along the frontier, who
had been concerned in the outrage,
that the Government would not spare
any expense to punish such an atro-
cious crime, as it undoubtedly was. As
ta J. G. Baker & Co., the Government

Mr. SCHULTZ.

had had very great difficulty in having
the horses supplied in that difficulit
country systematically with rations.
These people had given great
satisfaction in effectually supplying
the stations-and as an ofcer
had reported repeatedly-at cheaper
terms than he could get them else-
wliere. He believed that Col. McLeod
had informed the Government that he
had caused advertisements for tenders
to be issued in American papers, prin.
cipally, of course, because it was a
better base of operation than Manitoba.
That was the reason why the American
firm was employed.

Mr. SCHULTZ said his hon. friend
did not understand enough of the
details of this matter to be able to
answer proper and pertinent questions
put in regard to these items; there-
fore, until they could have some Min-
ister able to answer these questions, it
would be better to let the item stand.

Mr. MACKENZIE said lie thought
the question had been answered. The
member for Lisgar (Mr. Schultz) had
said that no tenders were asked for in
Manitoba. There was no opportunity
of getting supplies there.

Mr. SCHULTZ: I did no say so; the
questions have not been answered.

Mr. T UPPER asked what were the
questions that had not been answered ?

Mr. SCHULTZ said he desired to
know under what circumstances a
contract amounting to $31,428 had
been awarded to J. G. Baker & Co.;
where the advertisement was pub-
lished, who tendered, and for how long
the advertisement was published.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said these ques-
tions ought to be asked in the Public
Accoqnts Committee. The hon. gentle-
man wasasking in reference to a certain
contract for the year ending 30th June,
1876. These questions were usually
demanded in the Publie Accounta
Committee. The instructions of the
Government to the officer in charge
were to obtain - contracts at the
cheapest rates he possibly could
for the forage required for the various
forts where the Mounted Police was
stationed. At present a great number
had been stationed near the American
frontier to keep watch on the me-v
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ments of the Sioux and other hostile
Indians, some of whoin were now en-
camped on our territorv. J. G. Baker
& Co. resided within a short distance
of the front where our men were con-
centrated. Whether they would re-
ceive a contract for the year for which
the Government were now asking sup-
plies, would depend upon the views of
the officer in charge.

Mr. MITCHELL said that while he
agireed that it would have been more
convenient if the member for Lisgar
had asked for the information in the
Public Aceounts Committee, still it was
quite proper for him to ask for it here.
It was necessary to know how the
tenders were issued in order to know
whether it was proper to grant this
amount this year. The right of' mem-
bers to criticise keenly and closely
every vote of money asked for, should
not be limited.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment were quite disposed to give al
possible imformation ; but as to these
supplies at Foi t McLeod, they were
eni*rely away from the possibility of
geTtg supplies there from any other
place than they had obtained them.
Col. MeLeod, who was an officer high
in the confidence of the Government,
was necessarily entrusted with the
getting out of- tenders. le had no
doubt his hon. friend could bring down
Col. McLcod's report. The Government
were very desirous to do the best that
could be done. The member for
Lisgar (Mr. Sehultz) nust have
been joking in speaking of there
boing eaSY Moans Of COn veying
iflney through this territory. It badben a matter of serious difficulty to
get Loney through to these posts, and
arrangements were made with these
men to take the responsibility of con.
.eng money for a time. The ar-

ngementswer all lelilanve. He (Mr.
Maekenzie) did not believe that it was
âIl a humbug to look after the Cypress

s massacre. We owed to our-selves the protection which we pre-
tended to give to the Indians, and one

Ouree of less expense to us than to the
tnited States in the territories, was
h fact that the Indians had confi-

"Jence in Our sense of' justice. Gover-
tor Morris had told him that when

1he was talking over one of the treaties
1 with the Indians, Col. White caine into
the room with some of these whites
handcuffed foi trial, at Winnipeg, and
the effect of their being taken through
the roorm impressed the Indians with
a sense of thejjustice and power of the
Canadian Government more than any-
thing else could have donc; 'and to do
that to these people who were guilty of
that massacre-

Mr. SCHULTZ : Not guilty.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Was due to them-
selves. Several of thee men were traced
up to Montana, where they were
obliged to employ legal assistance. The
guilty men were brought before a Com-
missioner, and no doubt if oxtradited
and tried, they -would have been con-
victed, judging froin the evidence in
their possession ; but the Commissioner
having been over-awed by a mob, they
escaped. He was quite certain that
the country had gained in honour for
the very vigorous efforts made to
punsh this shocking outrage. If they
had lost $10,000 in endeavouiing to
tind out and punish the guilty parties,
he thought it well spent.

Mr. MASSON asked whether any
report concerning the discipline and
inefticiency of the Motinted Police
would be brought down. A report on
the matter had been made last year by
Major General Smythe, who lhad in-
formed thein that the men did not
even know low to saddle a horse.
This was a most extraordinary state-
ment.

'Mr. MAC-KENZIE: I think that the
statement is wronig.

Mr. MASSON said the Premier im-
plied that Major General Smythe, who
was sent by the Government to organ-
ize and inspect the M ounted Police, had
reported about what he (Major Gen-
er'al Smnythe) knew nothing. He did
not complaîî of the expendtture on
thie Force. It had donc good service
in the North-West. The case alluded
to was no! the only one in which the
Force had exhibited want of instrue-
tion, for two years ago, men who had
served for two years in it, had left
without one of them having fired even
a blank cartridge.
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Mr. MACKENZIE: That saved the
ammunition.

Mr. MASSON said he thought that
these important matters should not be
trifled with.

Mr. SCHULTZ said he would like to
call attention to the statement made
by the First Minister with regard to
the expenditure touching the Cypress
il massacre case. lie thought that

perhaps there was a little bit of ro-
mance in it. The Premier had told
his story very prettily about the effect
the action et the Government had had
on the Indian tribes, when these per-
sons were taken through the Indian
camps handcuffed. Of course the hon.
gentleman had very naturally endea-
voured to throw a halo of romance
about the affair, but the facts unfortu-
nately were not in accordance with the
romance of his hon. friend. The tacts
were simply these : the men knowing
perfectly well their innocence before
they came befbre the British Court of
Justice, were in no danger of harm
whatever ; and they were not hand-
cufied at all until they came near
Manitoba ; and so far did those who
were in charge of them feel that they
were innocent, and believe in their
innocence, that being expert hunters,
these men were furnished with rifles
and sent out to kill buffalo lor the
party. He had only one word to say
with relation to the expenditure for
supplies for the Mounted Police ; if
they passed this item, it ought to be
with the understanding and the assu-
rance of the Government, that as these
supplies could be furnished from Man-
itoba, advertisements for tenders for
them should be published in the prin-
cipal Canadian cities. At all events
they should have this assurance before
eonsenting to pass the item.

Mi. DEWDNEYsaid he sawan item
of $6,850 charged to J. t). Baker & Co.
for twenty-seven horses, the average
cost being $254. He could inform the
gentleman in charge of this Depart-
ment that good horses could be bought
50 per cent. cheaper in British Colum-
bia. Another item stated that 100
head of cattle had been purchased at
an average cost ot $50--and there were
cattle raisers in his district who would
guarantee to deliver 100 or 500 head to

Mr. MAstoN.

the Mounted Police, at Edmonton, or at
any place in the North-West, for les
than that figure.

Mr. MACKENZIE: We will be very
glad to get them where they can be
obtained cheapest.

Mr. MASSON asked if a report con-
cerning the Mounted Police would be
submitted before concurrenee.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was not
aware of the existence ofsuch a report.
CoL French had left the Force some
months ago, and Col. McLeod had
visited the posts. He presumed that
there must be some report from this
office, but there was none from Col.
French. Majo-General Smythe's
visit had not been an ordinary one.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said he wished
to support the Premier's views regard-
ing the expedition sent to bring to
justice the perpetrators of the Cypress
HIill massacre. From what he had
heard he felt satisfied that it had the
very best effect in that country.

Vote agreed to.
Resolutions ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
Twenty-five minutes after

Two o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 13th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

LOAN COMPANIES BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved for leave
to introduce a Bill (No. 114), For de-
fining and rendering uniform the
powers of certain loan compaRe
therein mentioned.

Bill read thefirst time.

PROVINCIAL GREAT SEALS
BILL.

FIR8T READING.

Mr. BLAKE moved for leave to ia'
troduce a Bill (No. 115), Respecting
the Great Seals of the Provinces Of

[COMMONS.] Supply.
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Canada, other than Ontario and Quebee.
le said ho was about, in a few
moments, to lay on the table a sup-
plementary return to un address for
correspondence on this subject, which
would bring that correspondence up to
the present date. He thought the
House would be much better able to
understand the occasion which had
given rise to this Bill after the coi-
respondence was before them. This
measure was introduced not without
some hesitation and reluctance, enter-
taining, as ho did, the opinion that
there was very strong reason to believe
that the power to deal with this matter
resided elsewhere; but the conse-
quences which might ensue on allow-
ing this Session to pass without taking
action in the matter would be suchi, if
the opinions elsewhere were well
founded, that the Government haci
been induced t bring in this Bill. The
measure proposed to enact that the
Lieutenant-Governor of each Province,
in Council, had the power of appoint-
ing and altering the seals of such
Province, and of validating instru-
ments under such seals. It was the
opinion of the law officers of the
Crown in England, officially communi-
cated to the Government, that the
power to deal with this question rested,
not in the Local Legislature, but in
this Parliament; and if that opinion
we e maintained, and on the strength
of that opinion the legislation asked
fbr by Nova Scotia were not granted,
this Parliament would be responsible
for a great deal of the uncertainty and
disquiet existing in that Province, if it
did not pass some such measure as
this. He proposed to act in a manner
which could do no mischief, and would
give the power to the Provinces which
it was universally conceded each Pro-
ViICO should i,ossess, and place them
ail on the same footing.

Bill read thefirst time.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.
MOTION.

Mr. MACKRNZIE moved:
" That for the remainder of the Session,

Gonerment business shall have precedence
Ob Mondayf3."-

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
this was equivalent to saying that the

Government should have the exclusive-
right to use and control all the days
for the rernainder of the Session, be-
cause Wednesdays were not given to-
private mombers after six o'clock when
they got into Public Bills and Orders,
and these were pretty well disposed of.
The real mattere of importance for the
rest of the Session, for members not
connected with the Government, were
contained in the Notices of Motions,.
and the door would be shut down on
such motions at the very last moment
when the guns were firing to announce
the approach of the Governor. Logis-
lation was being more and more ab-
sorbed by the Government of the day,
and perhaps wisely. Ho thought,.
therefore, that his hon. friend should
not ask for Monday. Let him take-
Wednesday instead, and thon the Gov-
ernmuent would have all the days
except Monday.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the truth
was that, although the Government
had had certain days nominally on the
paper, the Opposition had taken pos-
session of all the Government days so
far, and the Government had had only
the fag end of their own days. It had
been quite clear for the last two weeks
that it had been almost impossible to
get any business done. The Session
was now exactly the same age as the
whole of last Session and the Session
before, and surely ton weeks was
enough in which to bring forward any
matters of administration, unless the-
Opposition meant to conduct the busi-
ness of Parliament altogether. There
must be a limit to everything, and he
thought ho was only asking what
members on both sides of the House
would consider reasonable.

Mr. MITCHELL said ho thought
the Government were asking what
would not be approved of by the
country. It was never conternplated
that the Government should absorb five
and a half days out of six, or more than
that. He had never known a Govern-
ment to take the whole time of the Ses-
sion as this was practically doing. It
was putting a complote stop to the
grievances of the public, or the busi-
ness, or public questions which mem-
bers might think it right to bring
under the notice of Parliament ; and heý
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,thought the Government would even
now hesitate in taking from the Oppo-
sition the only day they had to present
to the House and to the country points
they might considernecessary-though,
if they did, let the responsibility be

upon ther heads of shutting the mouths
ofmembers on the Opposition side of
the H1ou-e. The hon. gentleman oppo
site should not close the mouths of the
,Opposition, which had pursuwd a fair
course. They had criticised pretty freely
ly publie affairs, but thiswas theirduty.
They were sent to the House
for the purpose of criticising the
conduct oi the Administration and the
distribution of the public monies.
Tbey had a perfect riglt to do it, and
his hon. friend bad no riglt to complan,
beeause, on going into Committee of
.Supply, the time ofthe IHouse had been
taken up with the discussion of ques-
tions of publie interest. 1-le, with due
deference te the judgment of hon.
gentlemen on the other side of the
House, did not think that this time
was lost. If deprived of Monday, their
.only resource would be to take up the
motions and diseuss then in this way,
and public business would not be thus
promoted.

Mr. (IBBS (South Ontario) said
l.e hoped that the remonstrance addres-
sed to the (iovernment would meet
.with some ceonsideration. If the mo-
.tion was carried, the effect would pro-
,bably be that only one or two notices
of motion could be reached on Wednes-
day next, and the balance would be
thrown over for another week. He
trusted that the Government would, at
least, graut part of the day. Notices of
inotion would have to lie over altogeth-
er if this was not done.

Mr. BEIRTRAM said it was hardly
fair for the Governnient to take away
the small portion of the time left to
members of the fHouse. He would
have no objection to tlie mnotion if it

&ranted to members halfof Wednesday.
here was one notice of motion on the

paper in which he was interested, and
il this motion was carried, they would
not probably get down to it during
this Session. fie hoped that the Gov-
ernment would consider the matter.

Mr. POPE (Compton) trusted that
the Government would now yield the

Mr. MITCHELL.

Business.

point. The country did not care how
long they stopped there, as they were
already entitled lo all the moncy they
could receive. The country would not
object to their stopping to take care of
legislation. fie did not thinkthe Gov-
ernment would be supported in the
course they proposed to take, outside
the House. The Government had now
five days in the week, and this was all
that they should expect.

Mr. CARTWRIGRT said, if his re-
collection served him aright, the late
Government, on similar occasions, to-
wards the close of the Session, had
their business take precedence on
every day. Ie would not say that
this was the case in 18.2-73, but it was
done in some of the previous Sessions.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) : But
with the consent of the louse.

Mr. MASSON said it had then only
been done during the last week of the
Session. He thought that an entente
cordiale should be established, and that
the Government should yield some-
thing to the Opposition. There was
nothing to be gained by adopting the
present course.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Yes. We can
gain a great deal.

M1r. MASSON : Yes-arinoyance.
M11r. MACKENZIE said this was a

common and usual occurence. The
Government was not personally inter-
ested in shortening the Session by a
day ; still they were bound to conduct
the business of the Hlouse, both
in accordance with the views Of
members generally, and of the public.
The hon. member for Compton had
threatened them with publie opinion,
but they understood public opinufl
quite as well as hon gentlemen oppo-
site. However, he was bound to give
fair deference to the views of the
Opposition in this matter. There Ws
nothing on the notice paper which
they desired to prevent being passed.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Of
course not.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had no
objectionif the House gonerallydesired
it, to take Wednesday, instead'of Mon-
day. The -Government -business had to
b,3 done, and it -was in the interest of
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the louse to see it donc. They court-
ed fair criticisi and favourable consi-
deration, but not a hypocritical one to
their measures.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Hy-
percritical.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gentle-
imnan enu spell it as he pleases. le
hnould amend the motion so as to read

tnat, duriung the remander of the Ses.
sion, Governnent business should have

precedence on Wednesdays.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said

lis recollection was that, fornerly,
when it was stated the Session would
soon terminate, then, by general con-
sent, thîe whole tine was given to the
Government ; but the Minister of
Finance bud just introduced a very
important Bill, and the Minister of
Justicehad also just introduced a Bill.

Mr. MACKENZlE: The hon.gentle-
man must recollect that there was a
reasonable Opposition in the House at
that time.

Sir JOHN A..MACDONALD: There
was then a reasonable Opposition, but
now ttere is a rational one.

Motion, as amended, agreed to, as
follows :-

Rcsoelved, That for the remainder of
tle Secsion, Goverinment business shall
have precedetnce on Wednesdays.

PEPRýESSION OF EETTING ANTI
POOL-SELLING BILL.

[BIL L No. 95.j

(M1fr. Blake.)
THfRD READIN(G.

Bill read the third time and passed.

CULLING OF TIMBER ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 103.]

(1r. Laflanne.)
TIIRD READING.

Bill read the third time and passed.

ONTARIO MARITIME COURT
BILL.-[BILL No. 41.]

(Mr. Blake.)
THIRD READINO.

Order for the further consideration
Of the Bill, read.

91

Mr. JETTÉ said lie noticed that
sonie changes had bween made in the
jurisdiction of the Court, and he would
like to know how far they would affect
the jurisdiction of the Vice Admiralty
Court of the Province of Quebec. Fron
a return which had been made, ho
found this subject was diseussed as
far back as 1861, in a letter sent by
Mr. Justice Black to 1he authorities in
England. It appeared that the Lords
of Ad miralty expressed tii e opinion
that Vice-Admiralty jurid;ctioin could
be granted to the Canadian Parlianent,
but that it should not be by an Imper-
ial Act, unless it was passed with the
explicit corcurrence of tlie COanadians
thenselves. Froni this, it would seeni
that, if the House were to express an
opinion that we ought to have
full power to adjudinate in such
matters, the Home authorities
would grant sucl powers. le-
had no objection at al] to the Bill
before the fouse, whicli he considered
a very good one, but lie found that the
jurisdiction of tie Court of Quebec did
not go as far as was necessary to gov-
ern the entire Proviiice. There was a
restriction that the jurisdiction of the
Court should extend no further than
the ebbing and flowing of the sea and
high-water mark. The jurisdiction
under this provision, therefore, did not
extend further than Three Rivers, and
the space between that city and the
Provincial line of Ontario would remain
without any Vice-Ad miraltyjurisdiction
at all. It was importaut, ho thought,
that Montreal, Soi-el, and the ports
on the entire course of the St. Lawrence
should come under the jurisdiction of
such a Court. Their Provincial legis-
lation was in such a shape that they
could accept immediately legislation
looking to that end. In defining the
jurisdiction of the Superior and Circuit
Courts it was provided that they should
not infringe upon the jurisdiction of
the Court of Vice-Admiralty. Many
cases happened in Montreal in which a
Court of Maritime Jurisdiction could
be extremely useful, and ho ti usted
those suggestions would receive the
consideration of the hon. the Miiiister
of Justice.

Mr. BLAK E said the jurisdiceion of'
the Court of Quebec was not interfrei
with by this Bill. With reference to
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the question of jurisdiction above tide-
waters, there was no doubt that the
,commission read as the hon. gentleman
had stated. The Imperial Act upon
this subjeet, however. gave a jurisdic-
tion which was not confined to tido
waters; and the leared Judge of that
Court held, and had exercised it in sev-
eral cases,that ho lad jurisdiction above
tide-waters. The .udge held, he pro-
sumel, any ambiguity or limitation
which might be created by the Com
mission, was overborne bv the lan-
guage of the recent law. For instance,
he would exercise jurisdiction in
a case of a collision happening at Hull,
on the Quebec side of the Ottawa
River. Practically, it, was knowu that
there was a concurrent jurisdiction in
some class of eases, although there was
not the convenience of jurisdiction in
rein. That circumstance added to the
inconvenience and difficulty which
existed when the Court was fai
removed from the scene of the accident.
There was no doubt whether the
Court had the jurisdiction which it was
contended it had, and which he rather
thouglit it liad, or whether it had
lot, so long as the seat of the Court
was at Quebec, its procedure, which
was the only procedure possible under
the Imperial regulations, it would
not be a practical advantage to the
people of Montreal. The attention of
the Govern ment not having been called
to this, and no representations having
been made as to the want of such a
Court at Montreal, and that question
being somewhat complicated by the
fact that there existed aVice-Admiralty
Court for the Province of Quebee,
although, perhaps, its powers were
defectivo, and the machinery provided
by the Imperial Act not suitable, it was
not thought proper to complicate this
measure by any attempt to introduce
another jlrisdiction, on Canadian
authority, into the Province. Ilis own
opinion was that such an attempt
wouid he ext.renely unfortunate. They
could not attempt to alter the Vice-
Adimiralty jurisdiction which now
existed per se. There were two courses
open: one to procure by representations
to the Home Government such legida-
tion as would make the Court suitable
to the exigencies of the Province; and
the other, to procure the abrogation of

Mr. BLAmt

the Court which existed under Imperial
legislation, and legislate according to
our own views in our own Parliament.
An attempt to establish a second Court
having con curront jurisdiction in the
Province of Quebec, would be fraught
with complications and difficulties
which would be serious to grapple
with ; and, therefore, while lie invited
rather than depr'ecated an expression
of opinion as to what was desirable,
he would strongly counsel the House
against any such attempt. lis own
strong opinion was, that the time would
shortly corne when public feeling
would be in favour of legislating for
ourselves. When this Rill passed and
became law would be a reasonable time
to consider ihe alternatives he had
suggested. He w-ould not say that the
clauses of tie Bi11 with reference to
jurisdiction were preeisely what le
would like. They night have been
drawn in plainer and more extensive
termas; but they were as plain and as
extensive a lie >aw his way clear to
propose at the present time. It wis
not desirable in this Bill to interfere
with the jurisdiction of the Vice-
Admiralty Courts existing, either
directly or indiretly.

Mr. MITCHELL said lie had listened
to the explanations of the lion. ti
Minister of Justice with a great deal of
interest, but he regretted that the hon.
gentleman had not seen bis way cleai
to bring in a generul measure, such as
that outlined, for the purpose of manik-
ing the law uniforn. lie held it was
very unfortunate Lhat, in one part of
the Dominion we had a system under
the control of Great Britain, while, in
another part, we had a systen subject
to the control of the Dominion. It was
not at all too soon that this legisIation
had been iniitiated, it having been
anxiously looked forward to by the
people interested in maritimo natters
in Ontario. So fair as his experience
went, the systeni in Quebec was not
satisfactory. le supposed the reasOn
why the Minister of Justice had not
introduced a general rneasure was, that
there was-not sufficient time to enable
him to get the consent of the Imperial
authorities to the change. But, n1Ow
that his attention had been cliled to
the matter, it was to be hoped that ho
would next Session place before the

Maritime Court.(COMMiON8.]
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louse the result of his correspondence
with the Imperial authorities, and
place them in a position to create a
Court of Maritime Jurisdiction more
suitable Lo the circumstances ofCanada,
and under the control of Can:ida. le
begged to eall the attention of the
louse to the 10th Section of the

Bill, in which were introduced some
of the worst features of the
present Admiralty Law. One anomaly
was that, when experts were called by
the Court, their simple ipse dixit was
taken, without their being placed upon
oath, and without being subject to
cross-examination. They were taken
in secret conclave, and the persons in-
terested had no opportunity of cross-
examining the m, or of finding outupon
what they based their opinions. This
system was fraught with the greatest
evils to suitors. He did not see why
a similar course should not be applied
to Admiralty Courts in this particular,
as was applied to Civil Courts.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon. gentle-
man was inistaken a- to the practice
in the Civil Courts. In those Courts,
lie Judge had the power, which was

not untregnently exercised, to call i l
scientîtic persons, who would give their
opinions to the Judges. The difficultv
was to preveit such evidence being
tinged with partizanship, as would
possibly be the case were the lion. gen-
tileman's suggestion carried out. He
(Mr. Blake) would not pledge hiimself
to anything without further considera-
tion. If the system, as embraced in
the new Bill. were not satisfàctory, it
could easily be altered by Parliament.
Ole of the great advantages of the
change of jurisdiction was, that it
placed the matter in their own hands.

Mr. MITCHELL said whatever
nl'ght be the practice of'Eqiity Courts,
le thought the principle of our Com-
mon Lai Courts sbould be embraced
in tlue Bill.

Mr. CAMERON said the plan in
Chancerv Courts was that the expert
Plaeed his opinion in writing, which
vas argued upon by the respective

Counsel;

Amendmnents read the second lime and
agreed to.

Bill read the third time and passed.
91½

THE LOAN OF 1876.

RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said, in
accordance with his announcement a
few nighits ago, lie rose to call the
attention of the House to the nanner
in which the loan was negotiated by
the Finance Minister, in the city of
London, in the montl of November
last. In doing so, he would state at
the outset that he would have been glad
to have been spared the necessity he
feit was imposed upon him of bringing
up this matter. It would have afforded
him great pleasure to have been able
to compliment the Finance Minister
upon the successful manner in which
the loan had been conducted. That
course was pursued by the Opposition
last year, and, ho and the hon. gentle-
menl on his side of the House would
have been gratified were they able to
repeat such an expression of pleasure.
All party feelings in connection with a
matter of this kind must be held in
abeyance. it must be a matter of satis-
isfiaction to hon. members to be in-
formed that the securities of this coun-
try had been placed at the best possible
advantage in the markets of the world,
and particularly in London, where
nearly all our loans were negotiated.
Ie proposed to make a few observa-
tions upon the mode in which this loan
had been floated, and he nroposed also
to offer a resolution for the considera-
tion of the House which would enbrace
two propositions: First-That the
method adopted of floating the loan
was unwise and inexpedient ; and
Second-That the consequenco en-
tailed a pecuniary loss to theTreasury of
this Dominion. In the first place, he
would call the attention of the House
to the document ho held in his band, it
being a return to an order of the
House, dated 19th February, 1877, of
the prospeetus issued and moneys ad-
vanced in London at the date of the
last loan, a statement of the time
allowed fbr the reception of tenders
and the period when the respective
tenders were closed, and the several
amounts applied for by parties tender-
ing and the amounts allottod to them
respectively. He need searcely say
that this loan was for a considerable
amount, £2,500,OO sterling, that it
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was for 30 years, interest at 4 per
cent., and another condition was that
one half per cent. was to be employed
annually in the purchase of these
bonds so long as they remain at, or
were below par. The loan was placed
upon the market at the fixed sum of
91 per cent. It was a remarkable fact
in connection with this matter that,
although it had been before the House
for the last six weeks, up to the present
time no one had been oflicially notified
as to what the actual sum was
which was realised at 91 per cent.
with the allowances of accrued and
accruing interest granted to the
purchaser. Members of the Opposi-
tion had affirmed that it was a certain
amoant; but the Finance Minister Lad
made a counter statement that it was
not <orrect. But, for some reason or
other, the Finance Minister had seen
fit nlot to reply either to any of the
criticisms which had taken place in
the House with regard to the manner
in which the loan was conducted, nor
as to the nett sum realized. It must
have occurred to anyone who listened
to the hon. gentleman's Budget speech
that he must bave had a very difficult
task, and that, from the outset, Le must
have been awakened to the responsi-
bility of his position in negotiating the
loan. But when Le returned to Canada
and heard the criticisis upon the trans-
action, he must have felt that he could
not successfully reply to thern. He
(Mr. Gibbs) Lad almost come to the
conclusion that the hon. gentleman
had abandoned the case,as he considered
the position taken by the hon. member
for Cumberland, the hon. member for
Cardwell, the hon. member for Niagara
(Mr. Plumb) and of others who had
spoken on the subject, was unas-
sailable. The terms of the loan were:

" 5 per cent.
15 do
20 do
20 do
20 do

Il do

91 per cent.

on application.
on allotmient.
on 31st January, 1877.
on 27th March, 1877.
on 25th May, 1877, deduct-

ing the half-year's coupon
due lst May, 1877, leîs
Income Tax.

on 25th July, 1877.

A number of calculations had been
made both by the Press-none of which
hbe had seen since he -- me te tbe

Mr, GIB.

House-and by hon. members, the re-
sult of which was a statement made by
one and anotherthat the actual amount
obtained for the loan was 89e per cent.
The hon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
Tupper) had said it was about 90; te
that statement the hon. the Finance
Minister replied that Le was incorrect.
He (Mr. Gibbs) had made a calculation
which he would be very glad to submit
to the hon. the Finance Minister-
though, no doubt, the hon. gentleman
had himself made calculations. He
(Mr. Gibbs) claimed the following
resuilts, and looked at it thus
£91 should be paid on the Ist Novem-
ber, 1876, as the interest dated from
then, but it was not really paid until
the following dates:-

8 days thereafter £20 = -160 8th Nov., '76
92 do 20 = 1-840 31st Jan., '77

147 do 20 = 2-940 27th Mar., '77
206 do 20 = 4-120 25th i ay, '77
267 do 20 = 5·340 25th July, '77

14-400 ÷ 91 =
1581 days' interest, average at 4 per cent,
would be 1-575, or £89.425 £89 8s. 6d., or if
paid under discount, at 3 per cent , would be
1-18125, or £89-81875 = £89 16s. 41d.

Taking the most favouiable view of
the transaction, supposing that the
the purchasers of the securities paid
all the money down, and were entitled
under the terms upon which the loan
was floated to a rebate of 3 per cent.
for immediate payment, the interest to
which they would be entitled would be
1-18125, making the nett result
£89 16s. 41d. By another calculation,
which Le thouglht would commend
itself to any person who would give
attention to it, the saie result was
obtained.

Average of each £100 drawing in
terest at 4 per cent. :-

£20 paid Nov. 8th, 1876 ; a
gain of interest on £100.........

£20 paid Jan. 31st, 1877 ; gain
of interest £80 from Nov. 8th,
1876 ................ ..................

£20 paid Nov. 27th, 1877; gain
of interest £60 from Jan. 31st,

days. s. d-

8 1 9

14 8

1877 .......... ........... 55 7 2
£20 paid May .!5th ; gain of in-

terest on £40 from March 27th.. 59 5 3
£11 paid July 25th ; gain of in-

terest on £20 from May 25th... 61 2 8

Total gain of interest..... £1 Il 6

Which, deducted from £91 left
£89 8s. 6d. nett; or, if paid in advance,
under rebate of interest at 3 per cent-,
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it would nett £89 16s. 4ýd. These cal-
culations were made from Laurier's
interest tables. lowever, he was
quite ready to have those state-
ments criticised, and the House
and the country would be only too
happy to know what amount had
been received according to the calcu-
lations of the hon. the Finance Minister
himself, and those who successfully
floated the loan for him. Hon. mem-
bers might ask themselves the question,
in the first place, why was the mode
of floating the loan changed from that
of the previous year? The hon. the
Minister of Finance, perhaps, might
reply that the loia which he floated in
the previous year, being secured and
having the guarantce of the Imperial
Government, he was enabled to place
before the English capitalists in a more
favourable light, and that the last loan
required different manipulation. The
hon. the Finance Minister was good
enough to say in bis Budget Speech
that he regretted that no hon. member
opposite him occupied the position of
an ex-Finance Minister, and, con-
sequently, the arguments ho addressed
to the House were not so readily
received, and perhaps not so readily
comprehended, as they would have
been had any such person occupied a
seat on the Opposition side of the
House. It so happened there wasorly
one hon. gentleman (Mr. Holton) in
the House who had occupied the
position of Finance Minister in this
country, and ho (Mr. Gibbs) certainly
expected that hon. gentleman would
have risen on so important a question
which had engaged the attention of the
House for so long a time, and have
endorsed the course which the hon.
the Minister of Finance had pursued.
The House would be very glad yet to
hear the hon. member for Chateauguay,
and to hear from him that the amount
received from the loan was the very
best that could be obtained
under the circumstnnees. The hon. the
Finance Minister had stated that lie
encountered much difficulty when lie
went to London to negotiate the loan,
because lie was introducing a new
system, for the first time, on the Lon-
don market-a loan which bore 4 per
cent., and he took credit to himself
that,upon that occasion, he obtained for

Canada the largest possible suni ob-
tained for Canadian securities when
the securities were of the character of
those lie offered in November last.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said bis state-
ment had been misapprehended. He
had spoken of the whole series of loans
beginning in 1874.

Mr. GIBBS said be took the hon.
gentleman's speech as the authority.
The hon. gentleman had said the diffi-
culty lie felt in regard to placing the
loan was not simply in obtaining the
best possible amount under the circum-
stances, but lie had also to guard him-
self against the possibility of failure.
He (Mr. Gibbs) thought any person
having anything to do with financial
or even business matters, could readily
appreciate the feelings which appeared
to have weighed very strongly with
the hon. Minister when in Lon-
don. He had to provide: first,
that lie should obtain the highest
possible sum for the securities
offered; and second, that there should
be uo p->ssibility of failure, and that,
accordingly, lie should guard himself at
every point. The question was not
simply whether he obtained the best
possible terms under the circumstances,
but the question to which the House
and the country desired a reply was,
whether the hon. the Finance Minister
had obtained the largest possible sum
which it was in bis power to obtain,
and that he had placed the securities
on the market on the most advan-
tageous terms to the people of this
country. lie thought at a time like
that which prevailed in London in
November, when there was a plethora
of money, when the banks were groan-
ing with deposits and gorged to re-
pletion, when people were seeking safe
investments in every quarter, and
those desiring to place their money
wherc theycould obtain it at a moment's
notice could only obtain from the
banks three-quarters of one per cent.
interest per annum, it was the best
tine of all times for the hon. the
Minister of Finance to have taken the
course he did not take, viz., to have
offered the loan to public competition.
If there was any doubt whether the
whole sum would be realized, it must
be remembered that there was no
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hurry, that the money was not wanted
immediately. The hon. the Finance
Minister liad told the House the other
night that the money was required
to meet obligations of the country
falling due, some in July next,
as well as to inake provision
for the construction of public works.
If such was the case, there was no
haste in placing the loan, and the hon.
the Finance M inister was justly charge-
able with hâving been unwise in the
course he pursued, so far as it affected
the interests of the people of Canada.
The hon. gentleman, in the course of
his Budget speech, referred to what
other countries were doing, mentioned
the price at which the securities of the
countries were quoted, and what sums
were realised for various foreign loans.
Although the House had heard from
hon. members the best possible quota-
tions which could be obtained-the
quotations of some of the leading
papers in the city of London, which
were reliable, not only in regard to
questions affecting Canadian securities,
but regarding all securities placed on
the market-the hon. gentleman de-
clared to the hon. member for Cumber-
land, who quoted from them, that they
were incorrect and that he did not
care what they said. He hoped the
hon the Finance Minister, before the
House had finished the consideration
of this subject, would furnish that in-
formation which it appeared could not
be supplied by any other hon. member.
The following quotations were from
the Times as to the value of Canadian
and Australian securites on 21st Feb.,
1877:-

" Canada 4 per cents., 30 years, of 1874-75,
93Ù to 94ù, witih business done at 94j, equal
to 93 nett. South Australian, 98 to )9.
Colony of Victoria, 98' to 99."

The following quotations were from
the London Stock and Share List, pub-
lisbed by H. H. Whittenhall, of 3rd
November, 1 876:-

" Canadian Securities, 30 years to run
at 4 per cent. from 1874-75, with business
done at 94è to 93. South Australian 4 per
cent., 97k. Colory of Victoria 4 per cent.,
97f to 97l.1

It appeared to him that when secu-
rities of that kind were offered at that
price, a margin of one and a half or two
per cent. would have been ample, that

Mr. GIBBS.

purchasers of the securities would have
been perfectly satisfied if the price had
been placed at two per cent. below
market quotations at wholesale. Those
securities, at a time when there was
such a plethora of money, would have
been readily purchased by perons who
desired to make investments, and lie
thought that the hon. gentleman upon
that occasion was under a feeling of
uncertainty which misled him. In
making that statement lie was not
going to attack the character of those
gentlemen who had managed the
financial affairs of Canada in England
in years past. No hon. gentleman
had denied their high character; but
lie was surprised when the hon. the
Finance Minister, in his speech, should
begin to excuse what had been done
in London, and when he called on hon.
members on his (Mr. Gibbs') side ofthe
House to denounce what had been said
with respect to the conduct of the
financial agents in London. Up to that
time nothing had been said in the
House with respect to that matter, and
no matter what had been said outside,
the bon. gentleman was not warranted
in importing into his speech the
remarks lie had made with respect to
the action of the London agents on
that subject. The hon. member for
Cumberland had spoken at some length
on that particular point. le (Mr.
Gibbs) would not detain the House by
recapitulating what bad been said by
that hon. member. But he deeply
regretted the mode in wbich the hon
the Finance Minister had disposed of
the loan, becauise it involved a loss of
not less than 2 per cent. on the whole
amount, which, on a loan of
£2,500,OOO, meant a loss of £50,000 to
the public exchequer of the Dominion.
The hon. the Minister had himself said
that the manner in which the loan was
floated was a fair subject for criticism.
The hon. gentleman had also said that,
as regarded himself, he did not care
what was said, and that he was able to
defend himself; further,that lie did not
care what was said with respect to the
London financial agents, because ne
criticisms could affect or hurt them.
If that were the case, hon. members
might have criticised their acts with a
little more freedom. Without import-
ing the financial agents into the debate,
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he would -repeat that the hon. the
Finance Mfinister was himself responsi-
ble to Parliament and the country, he
being in London to receive advice
and give instructions for all that
had taken place with regard to the
floating of that important loan. The
flouse had been informed that the hon.
gentleman had to guard himself against
the possibility of failure. He quite
believed it. If an hon. gentleman
could be sent to London, who had cause
to indulge in that feeling more than
another, it was the hon. the Finance
Minister. That hon. gentleman, as
those hon. members who were in the
louse at that time would remember,
was in the habit of making, during
successive years, doleful complaints
-he was almost going to say lacry-
mose statements-with regard to what
would happen in the not very
distant future; and when in London,
no doubt, that fear of the future occu-
pied his attention far more than the
hope of placing the loan at the price
at which he had hoped to place it when
he left Canada. He was not, therefore,
surprised to hear the hon. gentleman
now state that he had to guard him-
self on that particular point. It was
fortunate for the hon. gentleman that,
in placing a 4 per cent. loan for the
first time on the London market, with
the difficulties surrounding it, that he
was not met with the active as well as
the passive opposition of those who
were ii the habit of dealing in Cana-
dian securities. It was exeeedingly
fortunate, too, that the hon. gentleman
went into the London market at a
time so opportune as was November
last. He trusted the hon. gentleman
would never meet with greater
obstacles in floating à loan than
he did on that occasion. If ever
there was a time in the history of
this or any other country when se-
cui ities such as those which-Canada of-
fered should have realised their highest
price, it was certainly the period at
which the hon. the Finance Minister
entered the London market for the
purpose of floating those particular
securities. It was matter for regret
that the House had not been furnished
with more information in regard to
the transaction, and that the returns
brought down had not been so full and

ample as the circumstances of the case
demanded; but there was one sentence-
in the return which had been brought
down, which wasa sufficient condemnaZ
tion of the manner in which the loan
was negotiated. The only information,
as far as he was aware, which they
possessed in regard to the amount
which was applied for when the loan
was placed on the London market, was
supplied by the London correspon-
dent of the Toronto Globe. That gentle-
man wrote that three times the amount
of the loan had been applied for. The
hon. gentleman had said that the
subscription list was to be opened on
Tuesday, the 7th November, 1876, and
to be closed on Thursday, the 9th of
November, at 4 p.m., but that it was
really closed on Wednesday, the 8th
November, at 2 p.m.; yet, instead of
taking two days to obtain all he want-
ed, they were told by outsiders that
the amount was taken up within
twenty-four hours from the time the
loan was put on the mafket, and before,
the subscription list was closed; that
he (Mr. Cartwright) had then got all
the money he wanted, and that if he
had required three times as much more,
the monied men of England were quite
ready to give it to him.

An HON. MEMBER: At that price?
Mr. GIBBS: 0f course at that price.

The number of allottees was 566;
there were no less Ihan 566 parties to
whom this particular loan was a]-
lotted. How many more were refused
he wns unable to say, because the
louse was not yet furnished with the
information. The hon. gentleman
might have been justified in refusing
to give the flouse the names of the
persons who had applied for the lonu;
there might have been some reason for
this, but at present he could not see
why this information had not been
given, in order that the House might
have had the benefit of having all the
facts before them while they discussed
the question. It would have been some
source of information, and it would
have been gratifying to the House
and country to know that the
position of Canada was so satisfactory
that they were enabled to obtain, with-
in twenty-four hours, a sum of money
amounting to seven or eight millions
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sterling, if they required it, and on the
terms at which the Finance Minister
of the Dominion of Canada saw it right
and proper to offer the securities. He
said it was not fahir to compare the
securities which were offered by other
countries with the securities which
Canada was offering on the London
market at that particular time; but
they might, however, look at the securi-
ties offered by some of the other
British Colonies bearing also four per
cent., and having the same length of
time to run as had this particular loan.
He found that a South Australian
Colony loan of £1,812,000 sterling,
at four per cent., was quoted at 96- and
97, with business done at 97-. An-
other loan of the Colony ot Victoria,
£4,500,000 sterling, was quoted at 97
and 98, with business done at 97¾, and
97¾. The hon. gentleman had taken a
good deal of pains to let the House
know that it was not possible to obtain
so nuch for these securities whole-
sale as retail, and also to inform them
that while the financiers of the city of
London were opposing the four per
cent. loan le (Mr. Cartwright) was
then floating-

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I do not wish
to be misunderstood. The statement I
made, as will be easily seen by refer-
rence to the Budget Speech, was this:
-" At the first introduction of the
tour per cent. loan of 1874, I had to
encounter a tacit and decided oppo-
sition." But I did not extend that
statement to the loan of 1876.

Mr. GIBBS said this was the case,
and the lion. gent leman said that other
countries would be following the
example which Canada Lad in this
instance set. Weli, he found on looking
the matter up, the colony of Australia
had borrowed £500,000 sterling a short
time ago, and about the very tine
whon the lion. gentleman was niaking
his Budget Speech he believed; but
instead of following the example of the
hon. gentleman, she had placed the
loan for competition, inviting tenders,
and inst ead of offering it at 91, as the
hon. gentleman had done, with a Joan
bearing the sane rate of interest, they
found that 209 tenders were received
amounting to £2,967,300 sterling, at
prices ranging from £96 10s. to £100.

Mr. GIBBs.

The average price for the £500,00o
allotted, was £97 10s. per £100. Ten-
ders at £97 9s., and above, amounting
to £483,500, were allotted in full, while
those at £97 8s. 6d. would receive
about 53 per cent,, of the amount
applied for. Whether the hon. gentle-
man considered ihat ho got the highest
possible amount for this loan or not,
he (Mr. Gibbs) thought that the hon.
gentleman was no prophet. He did
not sce that the colony mentioned had
followed the hon. gentleman's example.
She did what he had supposed the
hon. gentleman himself would bave
done; and ho confessed when the
statement first appeared made by the
Canadian papers, that the hon. gentle-
man had placed the Joani on the London
market at a fixed sum, he could not
credit it. le was unwiliing to believe
that in a time like that, and this of all
other times, the hon. gentleman should
have made the mistake he did. He be-
lieved that the hon. gentleman lad
committed a serious error on that
occasion. le should and could not
say anything else tlian this : lie
believed that the lion. gentleman
had taken every opportuinity to nake
hinmselffmiliar with what was going 011
in London at the time, and auquainted
iimnself w'ith what was being done by

other countries,-t le on. gentleman
was able to i:-aw his inferences there-
froni; and Le regretted exceedinîgly
that the seduiions of Ilose who lad
surr-uounîded hii were so great that he
(Mr. Carywright) was induced toVield
to them. causing the sac ritiee of a sun
of i(oney not less than that whichî he
had stated, and which had already beeln
mentioned by previous speakers W1ho
had touceld on this subject. It was
true that there w-ere no gentlemen on
that side of the louse W-ho occtupied
the position of ex-Finance 1inister,
and if aIny of them Lad leld sucli a
position, they would not have c(Im-
mîitted the vulglar erroi-, the hon. gen-
tieman had said, of looking at the old,
munsty English nîewspapers to obtaimi
their quotatioiis and draw their ownl
inferences fron them. They had, how-
ever, the verv best information that
could possibly he obtained on this sub-
ject. They had the very best authori
ties, open to anybody, as to the value of
these and of other securities; and they
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had come to the conclusion that the
hon. gentleman, on that occasion, had
adopted a means which was not con-
ducive to the best interests of the
people of this country, and, in so
doing, a very large sum of money was
lost to the publie exchequer. If none
of them had had the honour of occupy-
ing the position of Finance Minister,
which the hon. gentleman regretted,
he thought there were very few in the
Hlouse who were unable to comprehend
the difference between 93 and 91 per
cent., and between 95 and 93 per cent.
Ie would not say that there was one
on the floor of the House who could.
not readily understand what the differ-
ence would have been if the hon. gen-
tleman had obtained what the other
colonies that had offered the same
securities, had secured, and who was not
able without any difficulty to make
accurately the caleulation regarding
the loss the country had sustained by
the course the hon. gentleman had
pursued. He regretted,. as he stated
at the outset, that he had been obliged
to bring the subject up; but he had
come to the painful conclusion, when
the hon. gentleman delivered his
Budget Speech, that not only had he a
very.serious and difficult task before
him to make the House believe that
he had done the very best it was pos-
sible under the circumstances to do,
but also that before the hon. gentleman
concluded his speech, he himself (Mr.
Cartwright) felt what every member
of the House felt who had listened to
it attentively-and he himself was seri-
ously impressed with the idea on
looking, perhaps, at subsequent events,
and making the allowances necessary
in doing so-that he had committed a
very great blunder in the method he
had pursued in reference to this loan.
Hie moved, therefore,

" That the Speaker do not now leave the
Chair, but that it be Resolved, That, in the
opinion of this House, the course adopted by
the Minister of Finance in placing the late
Government loan of £2.500,000 sterling on
the London money market at a fixed rate of
91 per cent., with allowances of accrued
and accruing interest, thus reducing it to
about 90 per cent., was an inexpedient course
in itself, and also resulted in great pecuniary
loss to the Dominion."

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he entirely
agreed with the hon. member for

South Ontario, that holding the
opinions he (Mr. Gibbs) did, and which
he presumed other hon. gentlemen
held, it was their bounden duty to
place on record a motion ol this kind;
and he had himself intended, at some
fitting opportunity, to have again
called the attention of the House to
this matter, and to have intimated
very distinctly to the hon. gentlemen
opposite that he thought, after the
statements they had made, they were
bound to take action. It was his ear-
nest desire that they should do so; and
also that he should again have the
opportunity of reviewing the whole
question, because he knew it was most
desirable, not only in the inter-
ests of the Government but also of the
country, that public attention should
be again called in a formal and explicit
manner to all the circumstances sur-
rounding the contraction of this loan.
Nor, save always and excepting the
inevitable loss of time, could anything
have occurred which would have
given him individually, and the Gov-
vernment collectively, more pleasure
than the opportunity which the hon.
gentleman had affEorded them. They
desired to meet the several issues the
hon. gentleman had raised promptly,
squarely and explicitly. Those issues,
as he understood them, were three in
number, two being of fact and one of
policy. The hon. gentleman, in the
first place, challenged his statement as
to the real quotations of the former
loan, and also as to the general value
of retail quotations on the London
market. He also challenged most
distinctly, although disclaiming any
intention of doing so, the honour and
probity of the agents of the Govern-
ment of Canada, and their conduct in
this matter.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario): Ne,
no.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Yes; most
distinctly and explicitiy.

Mr. GIBBS : No.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he should

show this before ho closed his remarks.
And lastly, the hon. gentleman, as he
had a perfect right to do, had question-
ed the expediency of the particular
mode of issue which he (Mr. Cart-
wright) had adopted on that occasion.
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Now, hc had nothing in the world to
complain of as to the manner in which
his hon. friend bad treated this ques-
tion. As he had said, holding the
opinions the hon. gentleman held, it
was his undoubted duty to bring the
matter up in some such way as this.
1But he, in all courtesy, gave the most
unqualified contradiction to the hon.
gentleman's statements of fact, and
also took issue with him most decidedly
as to the expediency of the action of
the Government on that occasion. H1e
upheld the policy of tie Government
at all and every point at which it was
assailed, without the faintest reserve
or the faintest limitation. He was
going,and he must crave the indulgence
of the House, in so far as he was
obliged necessarily to do it at some
little length, to analyze the evidence
on which the hon. gentleman's state-
ments were based, and to make a some-
what more detailed statement to the
Bouse of the reasons which had induc-
ed him to take the action he did, and
he should then,with perfect confidence,
leave it to the House and the country
at large to say whether or not the
Government and himself were justified
in the course they had adopted. Now,
there was one siender particle of
foindation for the allegations the hon.
gentleman had made, and one slender
particle only. The hon. gentleman
had based his w>lWe attack upon the
price asked for tis oan, on the retail
quotations which were obtained

dring an exceedingly short period,
to wit : a very few days of
the latter portion of October, and
in the carly days of Noveml>er,for very
insignificant fragments of the old loans.
le called particular attention to this

fact, that the whole force of this attack
was based on five or six days', or at the
most eight or ten days' quotations
affecting very sma!l amounts of the
old loan eontracted in 1874-5, and would
say at once that, so far as he was aware,
the hon. member fbr South Ontario
bad stated correctly enough the quota-
tions which were given in Whittenhall
Share List and some London papers of
these dates. He haI n objection what-
ever toc the figures as given by the hon.
gentleman, but he wished to know if
the member for Cumberland agreed
with these statements, as otherwise he

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

must call the attention of the House to
the fact that the hon. member for
Cumberland, in his speech, as recorded
in the Hansard, had stated that the
figure of 95 ex div. was obtained.

Mr. TUPPER: No.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I am quite

willing to accept correction.
Mr. TUPPER: I may say to the

hon. gentleman that the same paper I
quoted from is the paper quoted by my
hon. friend in the speech he has just
made.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I desire to
call the attention of the hon. gentle-
man and the House to this matter, be-
cause it is so stated in the Kfansard, at
least I verified the quotation a few days
ago. He is reported to have said:

" I am able to show that the value of the
loan put on the market at 4 per cent.,
Canadian Debentures, were sold at 94" to 95,
and at that, ex-dividend."

Mr. TIUPPER; I gave it.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT said it was not

a matter of any importance, as far as
ho was concerned, but it was desirable
that a statement of this xind should
not remain on the fournals uncorrected
if the hon. members for Cumberland
and South Ontario were ag-eed, and
based their attack on the quotations
contained in Whittenhall's Stock
List, and also he hul no doubt
repeated in the other London journals.
He desired, however, to clear up one
misapprehonion. He had not at all
meant to say that these quotations
were not correctly givein, but, simply
that the quotations obtained in the
casual entries in stock lists of that
kind were entitled to less regard as
compared with quotations given il
such papers as the London Economist
and the Inveslor's Manual, for this
reason: it did occasionally occur, and
in this particular case it had occurred,
that casual stray quotations of a par-
ticular stock were made for a few days
in excess of the true value, and whel
it was known, as known it was no
doubt, to the editors of journals
like the London Econonist and the I-n-
vestor's Manual, that these were due to
a purely accidental and transitorY
cause, they were in the habit of taking
the true quotations and of paying but
little regard to the casual and acciden-
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tal quotations. And therefore,it was that
he said, and he now repeated, that it
was always saler to rely upon the quo-
tations which were found in such jour-
nals as the lBcononist, in preference to
those which appeared daily in the
newspapers, which might be true, but
were very often of no real, practical
value. in estimating the real market
value of any stock, he thought the
common sense of the House and the
country would go with him entirely
in saying, that we ought not to look at
mere tenporary quotations for three
or four days, but rather to the quota-
tions which had prevailed for
months before and for months after-
wards. If the House would look
at theappendices to the Budget Speech
they would perceive, given in conbid-
era ble detail, under schedule A. and B.,
the quotations from which the accrued
interest bad been deducted, and would
see that all through the months of
July, August and September, and up
to the very closing days of October,our
Canadian 4 per cent. loan issued in
1874, ranged from £90 6s. 8d., to £92
with an entrance value of 93½ in
the closing days of October. After
that date. the moment the loan
was fairly on the market the actual
values-and this referred to the old
issue and not to the new-ranged from
about 911 to 911; and he niaintained,
and was prepared to prove, that this
represented the true, genuine market
values of this securi ty, and not the ex-
eeptional and temporary quotations,
produced by causes which he would
presently explain in detail, on
Which the hon. gentlemen had based
their attack. If hon. gentlemen had
only looked, as lie thought in a matter
of this importance they might have
looked, at the prices of consols, of our
guaranteed Four per cents., and of our
Five per cents.,during the interval from.
JuIy to November, they would have
seen that there was no increase
whatever in those important Unes of
secu'ities within that period. Our four
pei cent. guaranteed bonds. in June,
rauged froin 106f to 106¾; in July

70 to 108½, which quotation theyinaintained in August and September; i
anid n October they were 105J to 106½, i
Whh was alrost precisely the same
value as they maintained in June, i

allowing for interest. Our Five per
cents. ranged from 104 to 105 in June;
from 105 to 106 in July; much the
same during August and September,
falling back in October to 105. Con.
sols, in like manner, were 96î in
July, 96¼ in August, 95¾ during Sep-
tember, and 95J on the 28th October.
Without in the least wishing to reflect
on bon. gentlemen opposite, he thought
had they taken the trouble to examine-
the ranges of Canadian securities, or
looked at the ranges of consols, which
were the barometers of the money
market, they would have seen that the
increase which took place in Canadian
Four per cents. between the months of
July and November was purely excep-
tional, and it might have suggested to
their minds that there were probably
some special causes for the rather re-
markable increase in the value of the
Four per cents.,which took place about
that period. It was necessary, per-
haps, that he should make a statement
to the House in some detail of what
those causes were, and why it was that
he did not pay particular attention
to those casual quotations to which
he had alluded. With respect
to this, the House would reniember that
it was not always expedient for a
Minister of Finance, or any man
entrusted with the negotiations of
affairs of this kind, to go into any very
great or lengthened details as to the
special causes which might have oper-
ated in increasing the price of any
special security. He desired to state
that those causes were perfectly legiti-
mate, but, at the same time were such
as he would not have drawn
attention to had it not been rendered
necessary by the language and attacks
of hon. gentlemen opposite. Early last
year it had become quite appurent to
him that a serious deficit was to be
apprehended on the transactions of
the year 1875-76. As soon as
he saw that the harvest in this
country was likely to be a bad
one, he perceived-partly for that,
cause and partly on account of the very
unsettled state of things in Europe-
Lhat it was exceedingly desirable that,
f possible, a loan should be contracted
n the autumn. fie thought he would
not have been justified in the public
nterest in putting it off until after
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the close of the present Session ; and,
accordingly, he opened negotiation? in
July with their London Agents, and
also with some other friends in Lon-
doit, with a view to ascertain
what was the. prospect for floating
a loan successfully at that time.
In the month of June, 1876, and
also in the month of July, as any hon.
gentleman could sec for himself by a
reference to the share list, our securi-
ties were ranging at something like
£90 6s. 8d., dedacting accrued interest.
Soon after those negotiations opened
he received information from the par-
ties with whom he was in communica-
tion, that there was a very considerable
amount of issues of the previous loans
remaining on the market and still
unabsorbed, and until they were ab-
sorbed it was nlot probable that he
would succeed in floating another Joan
on anythiig like favourable terms. The
very first step to be taken,therefore,was,
if possible, to get this unabsorbed issue
removed in order that the way might
be cleared for the issue of the new loan,
and he at once took measures to
induce the agents to exert themselves
for this purpose. He was very glad
to state that those gentlemen
responded at once most heartily and
cordially to his request. They did
exert themselves, and took all possible
means to that end. They used their
personal influence, which, as every
hon. gentleman knev, was very large,
to the utmost, to induce bond fide
investors of high character and position
in London to take up this unabsorbed
amount, which, as, lie remarked, was
hanging over our heads, and was
greatly damaging our chance o"
effecting a loan. In this they succeeded,
and in so doing they rendered a very
important service to the people of this
country. Now, the result of the
operation was two-fold. In the first
place, as everybody who was familiar
with Stock Exchange operations knew,
in a comparatively small market such
as the Canadian securities could afford,
bond fide investment to any consider-
able extent would alwavs increase the
nominal price for the timne. This gave
two considerable advantages. We got
rid of the floating stock, and the actual
bond ßide price of the stock was raised
from 90½ to 91½ or 92, and we secured
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also an exceptional temporary advan.
tage, which amounted to 1½ more. It
would have been utterly preposterous
for him, when he knew that this was
going on, and what those transactions
were, and how |it came to pass that
there had been a rally in our stock
which had forced it to a value some-
what beyond that which it fairly bore
in the !market-it would have been
preposterous for him to have taken
thoie temporary, casual quotations as
any guide in his future operations,
particularly when it was necessary to
float such a large stum as £2,500,000 on
the London market. In order to fully
understand the position of affairs, he
must necessarily recall to the attention
of the House the faet that, although in
1874 he succeeded in placing a loan of
£4,000,000 sterling on the London
market, the result showed that there
was a considerable indisposition
to absorb that amount. It was
a positive fact that hardly any of
the parties who took the first loan
succeeded in saving themselves, A
great many of them lost money; and
he asked the House with what possible
chance of success he could have gone
into the London market, and on the
strength of an exceptional quotation,
demanded a sum which he knew to be
in excess of the true market value of
our loans, and demanded that of men,
a great many of whom he knew had
lost by participating in the loan of
1874. It would have been utterly im-
possible to have repeated that opera-
tion, anid it would have been atter
folly in him to have regarded those
casual quotations as authorizilng him
to demand a sum which he was quite
aware could not be obtained fron the
ordinary investors in that securitV In
London. The hon. gentleman had
stated that, in consequence of this
mode of issuing at a fixed price, w'e
had sustained a considerable loss,
which he put as high as £50,000. If
the hon. gentleman would look ut sub
sequent quotations of the share list
from that date to the present, he would
see that although those quotations
embraced the old issue, which, as eVory'
body knew was a more favourite invest-
ment than the present, he would see
they had not touched the net sum o
92, deducting acerued interest. The
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average retail price had been 91 to 92,
and the sellers, if there haI been any,
would have been compelled to take the
lower and not the higher sum. At
this moment (and he would take the
authority quoted by the hon. gentleman
-Whittenhall's Share List) although
there was as nearly as possible 2 per
cent. accrued on our securities; the
verv last business done in them was
,]one at 94; in other words 92 was the
highest price they had touched under
the very latest quotations from Lon-
don. and thait, be it remarked, was the
retail price for small quantities which
it would be utterly impossible to obtain
on a large wholesale transaction. The
hon. gentleman asked why the mode
of issuing the loan lad been changed.
The mode of issue was not changed.
This loan was issued in precisoly the
same way as that in 1874. There was
no comparison, no possibility of com-
parison, between Canadian securities
and the mode of dealing with thema
when they were unguaranteed, and
the mode of dealing with guaranteed
securities which bore the endorsement
of the British Government. The lion.
gentieman spoke of' the plethora of
maoney in London as being a reason
why he should have disregarded ail
orinyprecautions, and invited ten-
ders aid have trusted, as some other
coUntris had trusted, to the chance of
floating our loan i this fashion. The
reasoii of this plu Lhora of money in the
London market was, that almost every
form of credit in England was seriously
endangered, because credit throughout
tie British emapire lad been shaken to
its very foundation, and because it was a
matter of extreme difficulty to obtain
secarities which would suit the temper
of the English people, smarting as they
we'e then from losses sustained in
almost every conceivable direction.
The House would see the force of this
ar'gument best if he showed how the
situation was viewed by agents of other
countries, acting at the same time and
almnost under the same conditions as
ourselves. It so happened that the
kingdom of Norway issued a loan, for
SSImaller amount, within a day or two

of our own. - Its agents offered the
1an at a fixed price, precisely as he
had. It must be remembered that
Norway was as far as possible removed

from any chance of being involved in
European complications, that it had a
most excellent record in the London
market, and that it was able to exhibit
an extremely prosperous financial
position. The Norwegian Government
had everything that could be supposed
to recommend its security to the lion-
don market. Nevertheless, they offered
41 bonds at the fixed price of 96f,
giving the usual allowance, which, as
the House would sec, was several per
cent. more in favour of the buyer than
our 4 per cent. at 91, and the fact of
their doing so was surely no small
argument in favour of the course
adopted by him. The hon. member
for South Ontario further declared
that there was no hurry in issuing
this loan. He (Mr. Cartwright)
took issue with him most emphatically
upon that point. He was astonished
that anybody of the intelligence of the
hon. member should make such a state-
ment. Had the issue of that loan been
delayed for forty-eight hours, it would,
in all probability, have been utterly im-
possible for him to have issued it at ail.
From that time to this, as anybody
who chose to look at financial authori-
ties could sec, and as he had been
receiving advices all along, the London
market had beei in the greatest confu-
sion and uncertainty. People had
been most reluctant to invest their
money in anvthing, and very few
loans indeed had been brought out. The
hon. gentleman had seen fit to accuse
him of being subjected to undue in-
fluences. Whatever those influences
were, they must have ernarîated from
agents of the Dominion of Canada.

Mr. GIBBS: Not necessarily.

Mr. CARTWIIG IIT : From what
other quarter ? The hon. gentleman
having publicly accused him of being
subjected to undue influences. oughlt to
state what they were. Well, he had
not the faintest hesitation in saying
that he acted in this matter, though
not in obedience to the suggestions of
Messrs. Baring and Glynn, yet, after
full conference with them, and that
they were very strongly of the opinion
that they could not possibly, with
safety, attempt to raise the loan at any
higher rate than 91. As to that point
there need be no doubt whatever. The

The [APRIL 13. 1877.]



1454 The {COMMONS.] Loan of 1876.

hon.members forCumberland and South
Ontario appeared to think that Messrs.
Baring and Glyn had given him cer-
tain advice so as to put money into
thei r own pockets. These gentlemen
had acted as agents for Canada for the
the last twenty-five years. Canada
was their client, and they were bound
by every pos.ible tie of honour and
good faith to give them the best advice
they could, and no man would be more
ready to condemn than himself, any
advice wbich would be contrary to the
interests of Canada. They received a
.considorable hum of money every
year, as the agents of Canada, for
transacting the ordinary financial
business of this couitry. There was
a relation of trustee and client, and
they were bound to give him, or any
other Finance Minister of' Canada, the
best advice in their power, as he
believed they had always done, and
particularly in the present instance.

Mr. GIBBS: They ought not to have
bought any of the securities.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: He would
repeat that they did not buy any of
the securities at their own instance,
but at his direct request. He took the
responsibility. He thought they
should back their own opinion. They
announced that they were prepared to
recommend the purchase at 91. The
hon. member spoke of these agents as
if they sacrificed their duty to their
interests. Putting it on the very
lowest ground, they could not afford to
.do so. If it were suspected on the
London Stock Exchange that they
had given injudicious, let alone
dishonest advice to a client like
Canada, their loss would be
hundreds of thousands of pounds.
'Pheir house was one of those most
largely employed in Europe for the
negotiation of loans, and it would not
be worth their while to allow any
suspicion to attach to them for a
paltry £4,000 or £5,000, that being the
amount, as intimated by the hon. mem-
ber for South Ontario,which they might
have gained on the portion of the loan
they took. The loss of the account of
Canada itself would amount to more
thanthis; and he could tell the hon.

,gentlemen they should not hold the
position of agents to Canada for one
ialf hour longer, if he believed they
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had given dishonest or injudicious
advice in this matter. It was only due
to them to state that, whereas they
would have had, under the ordinary
rules and constructions in such matters,
a perfect right to the subscription of
£500,000 at least-that being the sum
he had insisted that they should sub-
scribe-the moment they found that
the loan was largely subscribed to, they
informed him they were prepared
to put the whole subscription at his
disposal, stating that they did not want
to make any profit out of it, and that
they were ready to dispose of the
whole; and, as a mratter of fact, they
resigned one half of their subscriptions
of their own free will. The hon. gen-
tleman had been pleased to say that
le did not wonder that ho went to
London impressed with the possibility
of a failure, bearing in mind the dole-
ful utterances ho lad often given vant
to on the other side of the House.
Well, ho dare say, they would all admit
that the position of Finance Minister
in this country for the last three or
four years Lad not been an easy one.
No other Finance Minister in Canada
had been called upon to raise such a
large sum of money in such a short
time. Hon. gentlemen who understood
the position of the country would not
wonder that lie felt it his bounden duty
not to neglect any reasonable precau-
tion, rather than to hazard the failure
of a single loan. lad he done so the
loss to this country would not have
been thousands of pounds, but hundreds
of thousands of pounds. The hon.
gentleman desired to know the exact
amount that was tendered for during
the two days the loan was open.
Speaking from memory, it was about
£6,250,000 sterling. The hon. gentle-
man said this was a proof that the people
of England were willing to give
£7,000,000 or £8,000,000, or much
more, if they were asked to do sO. The
hon. gentleman must have forgotten
that it was the almost universal cus-
tom in London for parties tendering to
tender for a considerable amount mOre
than they intended to subscribe, and
that no safe indication of the S1D
available could be deduced from- that
circumstanee.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker le*
the Chair.
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After Recess.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT resumed. He
,said that when the Speaker left the
Chair, ho had been alluding to the
liabilities which had to be provided for
between the years 1874 and 1880. Of
these he had already given a very full
list in his Budget Speech, and ho
would, therefore, for the moment, con-
tent himself with reminding the House
that these aggregated no less a sum
than $90,000.000. chiefly to be pro-
vided for in thc way of loans in four
or five years. This was a very im-
portant fhctor' in considering the posi-
tion. The duty ola Minister of Finance
under such circuinstances was by no
means confined to negotiating one
loan, nor was it legitimate for him to
run the risk in such a case which it
might be legitimate to run in negoti-
ating one single transaction. He was
bound to consider fnot only the existing
loan, but also the effect his proceedings
would have upon the loans ho was
about to contract within a very short
period. He had found, as he had
mentioned to the House, that
the price obtained by us for the loan of
1874, which was a price we had fixed
ourselves, inasmuch as there were no
quotations offCan adian Fours to guide us
at that time, was one that could not be
miaintained. We found gieat difficulties
in our way in inducing the English
investing public to absorb that loan.
For many months it was at a discount.
It was only by negotiations stretching
Over several years, by obtaining Acts
from the Imperial Parliament, by
getting many of the leading firms in
London to concede advantages to us
by taking oui securities as floaters,
and in other ways, that we succeeded
in removing the obstacles in the way
of placing these securities in the posi-
tion which he thotiglit they ought to
occupy in the market. Possibly hoought to explain that. Besides ob-
taining an Act from the Imperial Par-
liament, it was necessary to obtain the
consent of the Treasury to allow
tertain portions of our sinking
fund to be invested in the pur-
chase of our Fours, and also that
it had been necessary to ai-
range that the sums hitherto used inthe purchase of Fives should be used in

the purchase of those four per cent
securities. In all these matters he had
found the agents ceo operating heuatily
and zealously. lie ventured to say
that, in ail the e points, this country
received very valuable service, as it
had a right to expect, from the agents
of the Dominion. Now, hon. gentle-
men opposite, in addition to quarreling
with the price at which the loan was
placed, had taken very violent objec-
tion to the fact that it was issued at a
fixed price. If his hon. friends would
look at the quotations ho had giveri in
the Budget Speech it would be found
that no attempts had been made to
impugn the accuracv of those quota-
tions. These proved that every
foreign country which negotiated a
loan in London for several years pre-
ceding lad negotiated at a fixed price,
and that alnost at the sane day and
hour another Goveru nent, standing in
very good favour in London, negoti-
ated a loan on terms less favourable
than ours at a fixed price. If they
looked at the transactions in funding
the United States loan, they would find
that that Government adopted a tixed
price. The only exception was one
which really proved the ru--le-that of
some of the Australian Colonies, which
had recourse to the mode of tender.
If ho was charged with not answering
the arguments which the hon. member
for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) and
other hon. gentlemen advarced, ho
might say that he declined to do so,
because ho thought they had been very
well and fully answered by hon. gen-
tlemen on the Ministerial side of the
House who had spoken on the su bject;
and because, with ail due respect to the
hon. gentleman opposite, when ho was
told that it was an argument against
the floating of twelve and a half mil-
lions of dollars at a fixed price, that it

was not the mode adopted by village
municipalities in this country to
float their debentures, lie did
not think the attack worthy of much
argument. He was not aware that the
Dominion of Canada could be adminis-
tered lire a village municipality, or
that the rules which would apply to
the floating of $40,000 or $50,000 would
apply to the flonting of 12J millions in
the English markets. As to the actual
allowances made on the loan, as spoken
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of by tie hounorable member for South
Ontario (Mr. Gibbs), he had not had
time to examine these in detail, but
bis recollection was that the calculation
made at the time was that the loan
would nett £) is. and someodd pencc.
He could easily verify that. For all
particular purposes, le was willing to
accept nearly the rate named in the
resolution, or named by the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper), a
little over 90. These allowances, as
the House knew, were invariably made
by every country issuing a loan,
whether by way of fixed price or ten-
der. When the jon. gentlemen made
it a charge against him (Mr. Cart-
wright) that he had deemed it neces-
sary to defend the agents of Canada
against the aspersion.s tiowxin against
them througluout, the country, bearing
in mind how wide-spread they were,
and that they were, to his knowledge,
unfair and unjust, he would have been
wantin(g in his duty to allow the Bud-
get Speech to pass over without bear-
ing testimony to the honour of those
gentlemen and the soundness and accu-
racy of tleir judgment on that occasion.
He had been given to understand that
it lad been made, thougl not on the
floor of the louse, an argument against
issung a loan at a rixed price, that it
was a suspicious circumistance, and
that a Minister of Finance so inclined
might put a large sum in his pocket by
doing so. Il ever there was an absurd
statement on the face of it, that was
the most absurd. If a Minister of
Finance were dihonestly inclined,
what posýible opportunity could le
bave in that way, compared with the
knowledge which a sealed minimum
gave him. Using a sealed minimum,
a Finance Minister could put any
amount of money he was pleased to
ask into his pocket ; but le could not
possibly do it without the ex-
tremest dan ger of detection when
the loan vas issued at a fixed
price. Hie was bound to say that he
had not heard on the floor of this House
that any gentleman Lad imputed any
dishonesty to himself in this connec-
tion. He entirely acquitted hon. gen-
tlemen opposite of anything in that
regard. lion. gentlemen opposite had
called attention-and they were quite
riglt in doing so-to the fact that theM T
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Australian Colonies were able toaob-
tain very considerably better prices for
their securities in London than we
were, and lie would just say that it
would be a most astonishing circum-
stance if tiey were not. The position
of the Australian Colonies, as every
one knew who had had experience of
the London Stock Exchange, differed
materially from that of Canada, and
had many points of advantage over us.
He (Mir. Cartwright) held that the
securities of Canada, in the long run,
were as good as those of any Colony
whatever. le held that Canada pos-
sessed all the elements of durable pros-
perity, but Australia had for many
years back been a more favourite Eng-
lish Colony than Canada. A very large
number of the Australian settlers were
English men, having extensive connec
tion with England ; their exports were
enornous in proportion to their popula-
tion ; they were 6,600 miles away from
any danger of collision with any one,
and that always was, an d unfortunately
for a long time would continue to be a
matter of considerable weight in esti-
mating the relative values of securities.
Then, happily for themselves, the
Australian Colonies had no Pacific
Railway to hang as a dead weight over
ther. They had displayed unusual
prudence in their publie works. It was
known that alnost alone of Colo-
nial enterprise, Australian public works
had paid an interest on their invest-
ments. Therefore, when they asked
for moiiey to carry on public
works, they had a great advantage. In
London there was an association known,
le believed, as the " Ten Associated
Australian Banks," and they were
always ready to come to the assistance
of Australian financiers if they fourd
any difficulty in floating their loans.
There was also an unusual number of
wealthy Australian capitalists settled
in England, who had,naturally enough,
very great preference for investing
their money iu Australian securities.
A number of these were resident in

London alone, and their incomes wOre
very large. lie knew several of them
with incomes ranging from £30,000 and
£40,000 to £50,000 a year, and it was
a vast advantage for a Finance MinLs
ter to deal with capitalists of that
kind. M oreover, the Australians had
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been careful not to commit themselves
to any great public works at the time
great masses of indebtedness were
maturing, and, as in al[ these respects,
thanks to their own good sense and
good management, they had had a very
great advantage over us, it would be a
matter of just astonishment if Austra-
lia was not able to command at this
moment a better price for her securities
than we were enabled to get. The
moment we were relieved from our
difficulties, the moment it ceased to be
necessary for us to pay off these masses
of indebtedness, the moment we had
disposed in some way or other of the
Pacifie Railway, he had no doubt our
securities would rise in the market,
and would command as good a price as
the Australians. But now, borne down
as we were, bearing in mind that
nearly $ 150,000,000 of English capital
invested in private enterprises in this
country was making no return, and
remembering what a mill stone that
had always been round the neck of'
Canadian credit, it would be a matter
of surprise if we, with all these dis-
advantages, could stand on as
good a footing as our Austra-
lian fellow-colonists. If lie had
possessed the same advantages,
if he had known that there wero
wealthy Canadians resident in London,
ready at an hour's notice to take up
any loan lie might offer, he could have
asked for tenders. It was known,
however, that scarcely one penny of
the Canadian 4 per cents. was held by
Canadians. He was sorry for it, but it
was useless to be blind to these facts,
and so long as they existed the Aus-
tralians would have a considerable
advantage over us in their dealings
in the London money market. It
mnight appear that he had laid too
Inuch stress on the importance of our
loan being well held. He had attached,
and did still attach, great importance
tO placing our loan in such hands that
it Wolild not be operated with on dis-
advantageous terms, as the last loan
was, and in such a way as to injure the

eTdit of Canada. That was why ho
deemed it desirable to obtain the

O.-operation of the agents, and to get
themo to take a portion of the loan. [n
1874, if he had neglected that pre-
Caution, and had not induced the agents

92

to take a large proportion of the loan,
it would have been impossible to main-
tain the price of the stock, even at the
comparatively low figure which it
touched. Now, let the House consider
calmly the state of Canada's credit
to-day, and consider, in the face of the
deficit of very nearly two millions of
dollars, the fact that Canadian credit
stood the shock unharmed, and was
as good to-day as it ever was in London.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Ilear,
hear.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: The right hon.
gentleman cried " hear,hear," but it was
very satisfactory to them to know it
was so, and it would be very impru-
dent and impolitic in them not to
remember that this was largely due to
the fact of the loan being very unusu-
ally strongly held at this moment. So
far from the £50,000 having been rea-
lized, which hon. gentlemen were
pleased to say, he had lost on the loan,
he had the best possible authority for
stating that a very considerable pro-
portion of the loan had not yet been
absorbed. He trusted this would speed-
ily be done, for the good and sufficient
reason that he had always felt, as he
had pointed out to the House, it was
of the very greatest importance that
before a new loan was issued, the last
should be, if possible, absorbed ; un-
fortunately this had not yet taken
place, and this fact was the best pos-
si ble proof that the loan was sold at
the highest rate it ought to have been
sold for. Now, as to the future. The
hon. gentleman proposed, if his motion
carried, to lay down a hard and fast rule
so that, for the future, no Canadian Fin-
ance Minister, no matter under what
exigency or under what circumstances,
should venture to depart from the plan
of inviting competi Lion by tender. In
the public interest he protested as
strongly as he could against any such
resolution. He said it was inexpedient
and impolitic to the last degree, and
though circumstances might occur
undoubtedly under which he should
feel it to be his duty, as had been done
by him before, to invite propositions
by tender, yet they must be governed
by circumstances existing at the time,
and by a number of considerations
which it was utterly impossible for the
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IHouse to define, or even to know
beforehand. They went to borrow in
practically a foreigu market, and they
must conform, to some considerable
extent at any rate, to the customs and
habits of the market; and they could
do nothing more injurious to the credit
of the country than to lay down a
positive rule, which no Covernment
would feel justified in departing from:
that under no circumstances should
they permit a Minister of Finance to
exercise his discretion either to invite
tender for a loan or to offer it at a
fixed price. However, as far as he
himself was concerned, he would
venture to promise his hon. friend from
South Ontario that his resolution,
unless it was carried, should do no
harm. le would do, as long as he had
the honour of holding his present
position, and of enjoying the confidence
of his friends here, exactly what
he believed to be in tLc best
interests of the country, and if he
thought that these could be best served
by asking for tenders, he would do so;
and if, by inviting propositions for
subscriptions at a fixed price,
he would take this latter course.
He would do what he believed to be
best, and he would leave his vindica-
tion to time and to the country. Before
he sat down he would like to say a few
words on the position in which they
would have found themselves had no
loan been effected in November last.
Our expenses, as every hon. gentleman
knew, had been very great during the
past few months, and every hon. gen-
tleman must also be aware that the
condition of things in Europe was per-
ilous in the extreme, and that war
might break out at any moment. All
those who were best able to judge of
the position of affairs, regarded them
with the deepest disquietude. Within
a very few hours he h ad received a tele-
gram from a high authority in Lon-
don, warning him that war was
imminent. Had he neglected to effect
this loan in November last, he would
have had to have gone in the course of
a few weeks to London to effect a fresh
loan. Under these circumstances,
their cash in hand would have drawn
to a very low ebb, and they would
have been confronted in London
with the knowledge of a very consid-
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erable deficit and the prospect of a
great European war, the end whereof
no man could perceive. Now, he
ventured to say, that had he gone
under these circumstances, there the
question would not have been whether
they would get 91 or 92 for their loan,
but whether they would succeed in
placing the loan on that market at alL.
He did not propose to detain the House
much longer. As he had said at every
possible point, every question of fact,
and every question of policy, he was
in direct issue with the statements and
arguments of hon. gentlemen opposite.
His statement in this matter, as he
represented, was this: in the first place,
he said that in June and July last the
actual price of their securities was
barely £90, that they were slow of
sale at that rate, that a large amount
was pressed on the market and unab-
sorbed, that it was owing to the ex-
ertions of their agents and other friends
that this state of things was overcome,
that this large amount was absorbed,
and that a very considerable rise,
natural and genuine, in the value of
the loan had in consequence taken
place. He appealed, in support of
that assertion, to the self-evident fact
that the other securities, such as their
guaranteed Fours,and their other securi-
ties of a like character, including, he
believed, Australian securities, had all
remained stationary at the same price,
as in June and July, making the neces-
sary deductions for accrued interest.
Had there been any general influence
affecting the whole market, these
securities must have risen in price in
just the same way and to the same
degree as their Four per cents. But
these securities did not rise, and that
fact alone would have been sufficient
to show to a careful observer
that there had not been such
influences at work. Now there was DO
stock-jobbing in this; these were per-
fectly legitimate influences; he had
had a perfect right to ask their agents
to do their best to remove the unab-
sorbed amount pressing in the market,
and they had had a perfect right to do
so. Their agents complied with the
requisition, and he repeated that in s0
doing they rendered a very important
service to the people of this countrY-
He further maintained it was a vory
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flortunate <ircumstance for thený that
they were able to float their loan pre-
cisely at the moment they did, and that
ieither within ton days before, nor
within eight and forty hours after the
loan was floated, could they have
obtained, as a matter of fact, as good a
price as they did. And, further, that
the price obtained was the best ever
received for a purely Canadian soeur-
ity. This was his statement of the
vase as regarded himself and the Gov-
ernment. As to the Opposition, his
charge against thern was, that they
had mistaken casual and accidental
quotations produced by special causes,
which could not have endured for
many hours longer, for real and genu-
ine quotations. He attri buted no
blame to thein, until, at any rate,
explanations were given ; but he was
speaking of matters with which ho was
familiar, and of transactions which
had been going on for months between
himself and their agents; and he
repeated that the quotations which
lad rnisled the Opposition were purely
accidental and temporary, and could
not have been relied on, and were no
sort of guides to the price at which
a large loan could have been placed
mn the London market. He further
charged them with having misunder-
-tood and altogether misrepresented
the position and duty of the agents of
Canada. Had Messrs. Baring and
Glyn done what they were alleged to
have done, they would have committed
a very grievous wrong, dishonouring
thenselves, and bringing down swift
and sure punishment on their heads,
bccause not only would they under
such circumstances have lost the
agency of this country, which certainlythey would have justly deserved to
lose, but such conduct would also have
Very greatly shaken their own reputa-
tlion and standing in all European Ex-changes; and when ho heard hon.
gentlemen say, that it was possible for
1i'ns like Baring & Glyn, holding

the POsition they did towards thiseountry, to make £50,000 or £5,000
or any sum of money, ho did not care

hether large or small, out of Canada,

p gvig improper advice to theinance Minister of the Dominion
whoe agents they were,-he said
It was utterly impossible for him, and,

ho shou!d have thought, also for any
hon. gentleman there, to understand
what possible code of equity or of
honour these hon. gentlemen professed
to be guided by. If that were an
honourable, an honest act, ho would
like to have defined what was a dis-
honourable and dishonest one. He
further charged the Opposition with
having wholly misstated the position
of the Government, and under-rated
the importance to Canada of effecting
this loan at that time, the liabilities
of the country, and the necessity of
taking precautions in every possible
shape and way to guard against so,
groat a disaster as the failure of any
one of the three loans of 1S74, 1875
and 1876 would have been. When the-
Opposition charged hin with having
been imprudent and foolish in adopting
the fixed price instead of asking for
tenders, ho replied that they had,
entirely lost sight of the fact that it
was the custom of the London market
to give a very decided preference to
loans issued in that way; and, as ho
had said, ho was bound iii all reasonable-
ways, and to all reasonable extent, to
negleet no precaution, to do all ho
fairly and honourably could to recom-
mend our securities to favourable
acceptance by the English public and
English investors. He had no more
to add to the remarks ho had made,-
except this: he had again to thank
his hon. friend from South Ontario for
bringing this matter up. The hon. gen-
tleman had saved him from speaking
of it at some later period of the Session,
as ho had been fully resolved to do, if
the chance had not been afforded to
him as it had been that night.

Mr. TUPPER said the louse had
indulged him with the opportunity of
discussing this matter at very consider-
able length on a former occasion, when
it became his duty to offer some critic-
isms on the Budget Speech of the
Finance Minister, and, consequently,
it would not be necessary for him to
trespass on their patience to any great
length at that moment. The more so,
as the Finance Minister, in his opinion,
had scarcely placed the necessity upon
any hon. member of the Opposition to
occupy a great deal of time in the
examination of the statement the hon.
gentleman had just made. Why, when
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the hon. gentleman had risen in his
place and expressed such intense
.delight and satisfaction at the oppor-
tunity given him (Mr. Cartwright),
in the presence of t lie louse, and in
the face of a very ii Lerested and very
.anxious cou ntry, to v i ndicate the policy
he had pursted, he (.Ur. Tupper) had
hoped that they would have heard
from the lion. gentleman something
which he had not already addressed to
the House; but in his long and
-elaborate effort, and extenuation of the
course he had pursued, he (Mr. Tupper)
would be supported by the judg-
ment of the Ilouse and of hon.
gentlemen who supported the Gov-
,ernment, when he put the qurstion
to them whether the hon. gentleman
had thrown an additional light on this
question, and whether he (Mr. Cart-
wright) had done more than simply
give again to the House the extended
statement made when the hon. gentle-
man first addressed the House on this
subject. Now, it would become his
,duty to examine again some of the
observations which the hon. gentleman
lad made, and draw the hon. gentle-
man's attention and the attention of
the flouse to some of the inconsis-
tencies which had presented themselves
to his mind, concerning the speech the
hon. gentleman had just delivered.
'The hon. gentleman told them he had
had a most arduous duty to perform as
Finance Minister of Canada, and of the
immense difficulties he had had to
-encounter in going to the money
market of the world, and in negotiating
loans for the Government of Canada.
Why, did the hon. gentleman forget
that the eredit of Canada had been
.steadily rising for ten years, or for
seven years back at least, when he went
into that market, and that day after
day the position of Canada had been
brought more prominently to the
notice of the world, and that day

.after day lier credit had risen.
Wben it first became the hon.
gentleman's duty to go there, no easier
task lhad ever been presented to a Minis-
ter of Finance, because all he had to do
in order to place Canada in the front
rank with countries entitled to the
best credi t on the London market, was
to give a fair, honest and true nar-
rative of the position which Canada

Mr. TuppFa.

attained under the Administration of«his
predecessors; and the hon. gentleman
had done his duty in th is respect honest-
ly and faithfully, showing by facts and
figures, that no man could controvert,
that if there was a country in the world
entitled to confidence in that money
market it was Canada. Ie could not,
therefore, understand why the hon.
gentleman's difficulties had been so
great on the former occasion, and they
were still less in 1876. Ie would tell
the hon. gentleman why? It was
because the money market presented a
condition more favourable for the
negotiation of loans, according
to the hon. gentleman's own state-
ment, than any Canadian Finance
Minister had ever found it before.
The hon. gentleman bad told the
louse, what every person knew, that

when the hon. gentleman went to Lon-
don he found the whole financial con-
dition of the country in such a disturbed
and excited state that no one would
lend money on the ordinary forms of
credit. It was only such security as the
Canadian people and Government had
to offer, that would induce monied par-
ties to loan money. The hon. gentle-
man was obliged to admit the accuracy
of the statement of the hon. member
for South Ontario, that the banks were
then literally buisting to repletion
with money at the time the hon. gen-
tleman was called upon to negotiate
this loan; money could thon be ob-
tained and readily secured at three
quarters of one per cent. per annum, in
London. The hon. gentleman said that
he was most prudent in seizing upoI
just the particular crisis, and that if he
had not seized upon it at the moment and
the hour-and if he had been 48
hours earlier or 48 hours later, he
would not have accomplished the loa.
Did the hon. gentleman not know that
he (Mr. Cartwright) had told them
before that if Lord Beaconfield's speech
had thon been made, and the letter of
the Czar published, this would have
fruistrated his efforts to put the loan on
the market ? And' did the hon. gentle
man torget that after that speech ws
nade and the letter published, the
point to which the hon. gentleman had
depressed the securities of Canada,
whiph--Four per cents.-were thon Bel,'
ing in London for from 93 to 944 or 94½,

Loan of 1876.[COMMONS.]



Loan of 1876. 1461

by placing this loan on the market at
90 was recovered from ? The hon.
gentleman knew right well that having
himself given to the financiers of the
world his statement, as Finance Minis-
ter of Canada, that people were paying
too much for Canadian debentures, and
that securities for which 94* was given,
were only worth 90, and that, not-
withstanding the depression in these
securities, which consequently took
place,- their prices had gone back far
beyond the prices to which the hon.
gentleman had depressed them by
stating the value which he attached to
them. The hon. gentleman said they
must not take the quotations of the
hour-and that if they wanted to know
what securities were ordinarily worth
iii London,they must search back for five
or six months in order to get at their
true value; but did this statement
commend itself to the judgment of the
House, or of any man in the country,
when the hon. gentleman himself said
that 48 hours would make a tremen.
dous diffei ence in the value of the
securities of Canada? The hon. gentle-
man could not escape in this way from
his dilemma; aid he would tell the
hon. gentleman why. H1e would take
the hon. gentleman's own principle,
and not only the fact adduced as to
the value of these debentures at that
moment, and not only the prices they
were bringing in the money market of
the world at the time the hon. gentle-
fixed their value below 90, but he
would ask the hon. gentleman to look
at the London Times, w ich the hon.
gentleman would hardly say was
astray in its quotations, of February
21st, 1877, months after this loan was
placed on the market, and months
after the Finance Minister of Canada
had told the financiers of Great Britain
that Canadian debentures were not
worth 90, and that hE would fix the
price below 90 in offering them for sale.
And the hon. gentleman would find in
this issue of the Times, that, notwith-
standing these facts, Canacian four per
cents. were sold ut 94½ on the 2 1st
February, 1877. Not only that,
but he might say there was
accrued interest. Well, take it off,
and the nett result would be something
like 93. What did 3 per cent. on
£2,500,000 Canadian debentures re-

present ? It exhibited to the pur-
chasers in a few month8 £75,000 ster-
ling. Every person who had been
watching the position that our deben-
tures occupied in the money market
knew that they had gone back to the
price at which they were when the
hon. gentleman was unfortunate
enough to depress them by fixing a
price vastly below what was just and
reasonable. The hon. gentleman had
told them they must not take the price
at which a single debenture or small
parcels would seli. He admitted that
that would be quite true in the ordin
ary condition of the money market;
but that was not an ordinary condition
of the market, but one in which large
parcels would have brought more than
small. It was a time when people had
millions to dispose of and were looking
for the means of disposing of their
capital advantageously. At the time
this loan was made £2,500,000 could
have been placed ut as a high rate as
small parcels were bringing. The
hon. gentleman shook his head, but
he would give him proof of this
statement. They had not only
theory but practice to substantiate
this. Almost ut the identical moment
when the hon. the Minister of Finance
was attempting to defend himself in
regard to this transaction before the
House, Australia was negotiating a
loan. The hon gentleman said they
should not look at that country; but in
his Budget Speech he quoted Australia
to show it had attempted to put a loan
on the market by open public compe-
tition, and had failed; and his argu-
ment was that, as Canada was similar-
ly situated to Australia, he also would
have failed to consummate his loan had
he put it up to open competition. But
almost at the moment the hon. gentle-
man was dolivering his Budget Speech,
the financial agent of Australia was in
London negotiating a loan of £500,000.
The 4 per cent. debentures of Australia
were selling at from 96 to 97f, busi-
ness done at 971, just as our debentures
were at 94â when the hon. the Finance
Minister put his loan on the market.
Did the financial agent of Australia fix
the price? No. He understood the
condition of the money market, and
the necessities of his country, and the
responsibility which rested upon him
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to make the most of her debentures,
and lie put it up to open public com-
petition, with the result that instead of
having £500,00 sterling offered, he
had nearly £3,000,000. And on what
terms ? Their debentures were selling
at 96* to 97½, business done at 971,
.and bis lowest offer was 96J. From
that they went up to par, and the
-whole £500,000 was taken at an
average price of 97½, or one-quarter per
cent. higher than business was done in
the sale of their debentures. So that
,swept away ail the ground from under
the hon. gentleman's feet. Ie failed to
see how his hon. friend was going to
extricate himself from the position the
resolution affirmed-that the policy he
:adopted was an unfortunate one, and
tlat the result was a large loss to
Canada. The hon. gentleman had
.complained about being premnaturely
judged before he returne to Canada.
Who was it that gave the country
the history of this transaction? It
was the Toronto Globe, which had a
correspondent in London, who de-
seribed the whole transaction. This
correspondent claimed, for he did not
understand the subject, that the loan
had been most successful, because
more was offered than the hon. gentle-
man had asked for, and because he
had been obliged to close his loan in
consequence of the plethora of money
floating in upon him long before he
had declared the loan should be closed.
But the hon. gentleman said all the
bankers approved of it. The hon.
gentleman had made a fatal mistake in
that. He (Mr. Tupper) did not wish
to say anything against Glyn, Mills,
& Co., or Messrs. Baring. In criticis-
ing bis speech, the Monetary Times fell
into the blunder of stating that he had
blamed the hon. gentleman for using
the financial agents ii the negotiations.
He did not do so; he never dealt with
the question of commission, whether
the loan was obtained by fixed price or
opn competition; nor did he object to
the eminent bouse of Glyn, Mills & Co.
being used. Ie never said that it
would be wise to dispense with their
services. What lie said was this, and
he left it to the iudgment of the
louse, whether it was common sense

or not-that the buyer was not a safe
man to fix the price. The hon. gen-

Mr. TUPPER.

tieman said: " They are trustees for
Canada, and we are their clients."
Then he (Mr. Tupper) said: "The
hon. gentleman was right in 1875
when he put at the foot of the pro-
spectus the statement that the financial
agents would take no part of the loan."

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : That was a
guaranteed loan.

Mr. TUPPER said that did not
touch the principle of the loan except
in this respect, that it enabled us to
command a higher price than other-
wise. But why did the hon. gentle-
man do that? The hon. gentleman
put his loan up to open competition, and
when he stated what he had done to
the House, he (Mr. Tupper) expressed
his gratification at the mode in which
the loan was placed on the market.
He mentioned this to show that he was
not actuated by a spirit of fault finding,
but that lie was ready to give the hon.
gentleman bis meed of praise when he
adopted a course which was in the
interests of the country; and, if he
felt compelled to censure this trans-
action, it was because the hon. gentle-
man had left no alternative. If they
allowed a Finance Minister, in negotiat-
ing a loan, to arrange with the buyers
who shail get it before the tenders are
sent in, they placed in his hands a
means of corruption to an enormous
extent, and a means of defrauding the
country to an incalculable amount.
According to the hon. gentleman's ownl
story, other persons were consulted
besides our financial agents in this
matter.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : They did not
take a penny of the loan.

Mr. TUPPER : Did not Morton,
Rose & Co. take some ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I do not think
they did ?

Mr. TUPPER: Do you not knoW
that they did.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I do not think
80.

Mr. TUPPER: The hon. gentlemn
said he did not think so. This firm
were on the closest terms of intimwY
with the hon. gentleman, and held
intimate relations with the GoverO-
ment of Canada in connection with
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this transaction. If the hon. gentle-
man did not know whether they took
any or not, he (Mr. Tupper) did. They
had asked for the names of the parties
who had obtained this loan, but were
refused the information. The hon.
gentleman had the list in his office.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I have not
the names in my office ; I told my hon.
friend so before.

Mr. TUPPER said if the hon. gen.
tieman did not have the names, it was
because ho chose to leave them behind
for fear he should be asked for them.
In 1874 he offered a motion. It was
withheld, but the hon. gentleman gave
vastly fuller information than he had
on this occasion. Information of the
amount, tendered for and the prices was
then given. Now, we had simply a
statement that the agents of Canada
advised the hon. gentleman, who
seemed so innocent of the true nature
of this transaction that he had actually
informed the House that it was at bis
earnest solicitation the agents con-
senied to accept any portion of the
loan. Did the hon. gentleman mean
tosay that, high as was lis position,
and acute as his financial ability was,
that Glyn, Milis & Co. and Messrs.
Baring, the first financial men in the
world, were going to be advised
whether or not they should take
£500,000 of a loan.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Certainly.
Mr. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman

no doubt believed this, or ho would
not say so; but he was astonished that
he (Mir. Cartwright) could be beguiled
into the belief that they would invest
money contrary to their judgment in
order personally to oblige the Finance

m-inister of Canada. That statement
was an attempt to practice on the cre-
dulity of the liouse to an extent that
no hon. gentleman had ever ventured
before. The agents made no less
than £10,000 through the rise, which
was a nice afternoon's work-a nice
little arrangement with the Finance
Mmister of Canada in the cool of the
afternoon. Besides, when the securi-
ties went up to the rate they are attow, £5,000 more profit must be
added to this; and was £15,000a n'atter of insignificance to this
"ou. gentleman ? A wise, clear-headed

and cool Minister of Finance would
take the advice of those agents in con-
nection with the fact that they wanted
to invest half a millon themselves, and
give it what weight it was entitled to.
The hon. gentleman told the House
that there was a difficulty in the way
of the loan, owing to unabsorbed bonds.
He would like to know what bonds
were unabsorbed. In response to the
order of this House, the hon. gentle-
man laid upon the table returns showing
the condition of the loan of 1874, and
that disclosed no difficulty-it showed
no necessity for the hon. gentleman to
go upon his knees to the financial agents
of Canada and beg them to save its
credit by investing money in a security
they did not believe in. The hon. gen.
tleman said ho gave this large amoant
to Barings & Glyn to the exclusion of
other parties who had tendered in open
good faith. This, ho (Mr. Tupper)
thought disposed of the question of the
unabsorbed bonds. The hon. gentle-
man said thaf the agents advised hiti
that he could not get more than 91.
Then he (Mr. Tupper) wanted to
know why ho could not get 91. The
hon. gentleman had put out a prospec-
tus which practically brought the ge-
curity below 90, as he had admitted.
The hon. gentleman admitted that he
could not question the accuracy of the
calculation made by the hon. member
for South Ontario as to the rebate of
interest.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I did not
admit the accuracy. I stated that I
had not got time to go through the
calculation. I did not in the least
admit the accuracy.

Mr. TUPPER said at all events the
hon. gentleman said they need not dis-
pute about the amount of that calcula-
tion. He said he would not undertake
to challenge the accuracy of that cal-
culation.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I told the
hon. gentleman, and I now repeat, that
the value was £90 ls. and some odd
pence; that was near enough for the
purpose of the calculation. I did not
admit that the calculation was correct.

Mr. TUPPER said the calculation
presented by the hon. member was at
£89 8s. 6d., so that there was a very
considerable margin. le should think
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that, surrounded as the hon. gentleman
was with any number of gentlemen who
were very expert in making calcula-
tions of this kind, during the two hours
of recess he could easily have made a
calculation had he been very anxious
to do so. The hon. gentleman, there-
fore, admitted that he put the loan
upon the market practically at about
90 per cent. He (Mr. Tupper) had
stated on a former occasion that it was
below 90, and he thought it would
take a very able actuary to get
the amount above that. But
he would give the hon. gentleman
the benefit of the doubt. The hon.
gentleman would se that there was a
loss of 3 per cent. upon the £2,500,000.
The House had been implored not to
pass this resolution as it would tie the

ands of the Finance Minister, and the
House had been told that, when the
Finance Minister went to England to
make a loan for Canada, he would do
as he pleased. When the hon. gentle-
man first went to England he acted in
this manner, but, being reproved, the
next time he acted according to the
wishes of Parliament, and when he
returned he was complimented. Then
he went back to the old system. In
point of fact Canada had an autocrat
who was above the House, and above
financial authorities of this and evory
other country. If the hon. gentleman
were permitted to manage the finan-
cial affairs of Canada very long, we
should be brought to a condition in
which we would be forced to resort to
the system of fixed rates. This resolu-
tion drew no hard and fast lines. It
simply condemned the transaction, and
added what every man who ran could
read, and all who read must know,
namely, that Canada had, owing to this
unfortunate course, lost a large sum of
public money. The hon. gentleman
made one new statement. le said ho
went to London unexpectedly. He
went there because, he said, in another
year Canada would not be in as good
a position to go into the market and
negotiate a loan as it was last Fall.
But this was not stated to the House
in his Budget Speech. Then, the hon.
gentleman made his caleulations
and admitted that there was a deficit
of $2,000,000 last year, but he professed
that by means of the $500,000 ad-

Mr. TUPPER.

ditional taxes, he had provided for any
deficit that would otherwise exist in
the current year. He (Mr. Tupper)
wished to inderstand whether the hon.
gentleman was then dealing candidly
with the House when ho said the
worst was over, and why he did not
say that the effect of the bad harvest
would make itself shown in the present
financial condition of the country. It
was delusive to say that the loan was
at 91 when the Finance Minister
meant 90. There was another point.
Not content with giving the rebate of
iiterest of one per cent. back to the
people who paid the 91, he provided
that a sinking fund of J per cent. per
annum should be inserted in these
debentures. So that purchasers had a
binding contract with Canada that it
should pay them year by year for
these debentures 97 per cent., provid-
ing the debentures had risen to that
amount and had not gone above par.
That provision in the prospectus had
increased the value of the securities
very considerably. He (Mr. Tupper)
would now refer to the only country
quoted by the hon. gentleman as a
precodent to follow. Norway went
into the London market at the samo
time as the Canadian loan was placed,
the Norway loan being at a fixed price
instead of at an open competition.
The hon. gentleman said that Norway
had a most excellent record, and that it
was in a position to secure the verY
best terms in the London market. The
hon. gentleman occasionally ques-
tioned quotations. But there was
one paper which he would
not question as an authority on finan-
cial matters, and that was the London
Economist. He (Mr. Tupper) would
read a few extracts from an article in
the Econonist, written at the time this
Norwegian loan was placed upon the
market :-

" For the year ended July Last, according
to a short pamphlet just issued, it was est'
mated that the revenue would amouint to
£1,380,000, and the expenditure, including
extraordinary payments for national defenses,
to £1,670,000, thus leaving a deficit Of
£290,000, which was to be made good out of
the former surpluses. 0 * . There
have been extraordinary receipts and di-
bursements, the most important of thern
being the receipt of the balance of 1874 loan,
amounting to £658,000, and the expenditur
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of about £593,500 on the construction of
railways; and, taking all these into account,
the grose expenditure for the year anounts
to £2,200,000, showing a deficit of about
£636,000, if we include, to use an Indian
phrase, "Public Worke Extraordinary."
# • • For the current year the ordinary
revenue is estimated at £1,557,000, and the
expenditure at £1,708,000."

He only read this extract to show
how far the hon. gentleman was justi-
fied in taking Norway as a precedent.
He did not intend to pursue this sub-
eet further. It was not necessary.
nough had been said to satisfy hon.

gentlemen on both sides of the House
that every line contained in the resolu-
tion was true; that the course pursued
had been an unfortunate one in the
interest of Canada; and that the coun-
try had suffered much loss. If this
was true, there never was a time when
it more behoved hon. members to give
a fair and honest and independent sup-
port to the candid and straightforward
proposition of his hon. friend from
South Ontario.

Mr. MILLS said the hon. member
for Cumberland had a singular idea of
the relations which the financial agents
of Canada in England bore to the Gov-
ernment of this country. He told the
House that the hon. the Finance Min-
ister should not consult them with re-
gard to the value of securities put upon
the London market. It must seem to
that hon. gentleman that it would not
be an improper act, a dishonest act, for
these agents to lead the Finance Min-
ister astray. In fact, he said that,
while the Finance Minister was in
England, Canada had no financial agent
there but the Financial Minister him-
self. The hon. gentleman said it was
a highly improper transaction if the
Finance Minister undertook to sel
Canadian securities at a fixed price.
The bon. gentleman forgot that he him.
self was in England in 1865, on behalf
of the Province of Nova Scotia, and
liad communication with those same
gentlemen, Messrs. Baring and Glyn,
and consulted them as to the price it
Would be possible to realize upon the
securities of the Province, and also
Upon the manner of putting them on
the market. In fact, he did everything
which he now said was highly improper
for the Finance Minister of Canada to
do last Fall.

Mr. TUPPER: I think the hon. gen-
tleman is taking a great advantage in
making a statement upon my own
authority, without stating, at the same
time, that when these gentlemen stated
the highest price for these debentures,
I refused to sell them at ail.

Mr. MILLS said this was because
the hon. gentleman's Province would
not sanction the transaction. There
was no doubt, however, that he attemp-
ted to persuade these agents to take
the debentures at a certain price; and,
therefore, bis mouth was stopped as to
objecting to the Finance Minister
doing the same. The hon. member
for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) had
told the House that that loan was
an improper transaction. But the«
hon. gentleman had forgotten that
the hon. the Finance Minister had a
difficult undertaking, that the hon. the
Finance Minister was the first Finance-
Minister of Canada who had succeeded
in establishing a credit at 4 per cent.,
and that he had succeeded in obtaining
more favourable terms than any of his
predecessors.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Oh,
Mr. MILLS said the right hon. mem-

ber for Kingston would no doubt be,
able to tell the House in what respect
he (Mr. Mills) was mistaken, and as to
which of bis colleagues had floated a
4 per cent. loan or made a loan ont
more favourable terms than the hon.
the Finance Minister. The hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland had said that it
was an improper way to effect a loan..
It was very extraordinary that, with
the single exception of the Australian
loan, during the past twelve or fifteený
months not a single loan had been
effected on the London money market
on any other plan than the one adopted
by the hon. the Finance Minister.
Were the representatives of all those
countries corrupt, or was the policy
adopted in every case an improper one?
The hon. Minister ofFinance had point-
ed out the difference between the posi-
tion of South Australia and Canada,
Australia was more secure than any
other country ; there was no danger of
its being attacked if England became-
involved in war. Canada wasinadiffer-
ent position, as had been frequently
pointed ont by capitalists in Brigland,
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'The hon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
'Tupper) had himself declared when
speaking of the position of Nova Scotia,
that the colonies of British North
America did not occupy such a favour-
able position as other portions of the
Empire,in consequence of their proxim-
ity to the United States. Yet the hon.
member had quoted what Australia
had done, without taking into consider-
ation its exceptional position. Con-
.clusive proof of the favourable terms
.obtained by the Canadian Finance
Minister were shown by observing the
price which Canadian securities had
realized since the loan had been effect-
ed. If there had been a corrupt bar-
gain, an improper collusion between
the Finance Minister and the London
agents, the moment the loan had been
.effected the price of the Canadian
securities would have risen rapidly in
the London money market. If the
securities had been sold below their
market value, their price would have
risen, and the purchasers would have
amade a large profit. The reverse
proved to be the case. The prices at
the end of last month were from 93 to
114, which, deducting adcùn'ulated
interest, was but little in advance of the
-um received by the hon. the
Finance Minister. The hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper)
told them that the financial.
agents of the Dominion were quite
willing to mislead the Minister of
Finance, and damage the interests of'
Canada. This was not the position
taken by the hon. member in 1865,
when he sought the advice of these
men. Keeping in view the fact that
these securities had not risen in value
aince the loan was effected, and that
this mode was now generally adopted,
he considered that the Minister of
Finance had done wisely in negotiating
the loan as he did. As to Norway.
Since 1870, Norway had a surplus; and,
consequently, the member for Cumber-
land had misled the House. He
believed both the House and the coun-
try would approve of the manner in
which the loan had been negotiated.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he
had always thought that this country
enjoyed responsible Government and
a responsible Finance Minister. • They
now found that they were mistaken.

Mr. MILLS.

The true Finance Minister of the coun-
try was two very respectable and very
great houses. The whole argument
used by the Finance Minister, in favour
of the course, was this : the Barings
and the Glyns had both advised it, and
it would be exceedingly wrong in the
fouse to cast a stain on the honour of
the Glyns and the Barings ; and if it
was insufferable to do so with regard
to men of such high standing, the
greatest merchants and bankers in the
world, what then was the use of a
Finance Minister going to England at
all ? What was the use of having a
FinanceMinister? According to the hon.
gentleman's own statement,as far as this
loan was concerned, the hon. gentleman
was certainly the fly on the wheel, and
of no value, and the hon. gentleman's
opinions were of no consequence.
Because Messrs. Glyn & Baring advised
that this loan should be placed on the
market at a fixed price, this must be
done; and the fact that they were
asked to take or took a portion of it
was clear proof with hon. gentlemen
opposite, of the justice of the advice
and of the accuracy of the opinions of
these houses, who backed their own
opinion by subscribing to the loan.
Was such an argument ever heard
before ? Would that go down in or
out of the House? Why, the hon.
gentleman had no right to defend
himself by quoting the advice ofothers,
unless his personal good faith and
honour. were attacked. Then a Min-
ister had a right to get the opinion of
experts or subordinates or agents,
who understood the subject and who
could show the bonà fides of his actions.
In every other case, except whei
charged with mala fids, Ministers
must stand by the goodness or the
badness of their measures, and they
could not shelter themselves behind
the advice of agents or subordinates.
And what was the boast of Lord
Althorpe? He thanked God that dur-
ing all the time he had been Minister
he never quoted the opinion of any
prominent officer or sheltered himself
behincd any servant of the Government.
The sole question at issue was this:-
Whether this was a judicious or unwise
transaction; whether it was for the
advantage of or for the disadvantage
of the country. They had no right to
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be bored by the expression that the
Bariegs and the Glyns and the other
friends of the hon. gentlemen opposite
:had given them their advice. The
hon. gentleman had no right to foist
that argument on the louse. The
hon. gentleman was a responsible Min-
ister; responsible for the course he
had taken; and they held the hon.
gentleman and the Government
responsible for what had been
doue. It was futile and uncon-
stitutional and improper for any
Minister to try and divide that
.responsibility or shelter himself
ibebind agents, however respectable
they might be. Responsible Ministers
ought to take advice and information
from all proper sources, but when they
had taken any course, political, finan-
cial or commercial, oi otherwis, they
amust make the advice on which they
;acted their own, and hold themselves
responsible for it. They could not,
and ought not, to quote the advice of
others. The proposition of the hon.
Tnember for South Ontario was two-
fold. In the first place, it was stated
that the course of fixing the price of
the loan was in itself inexpedient; and
in the second place, that this had
eaused a large financial loss. Both
were true. The first was true as a
general rule; and the second was posi-
tively a matter of fact. The hon.
gentleman (Mr. Cartwright) had
stated-and the hon. member for
Bothwell, who usually did not so
servilely imitate--had only repeated,
though much less fluently than the
Minister of Finance, that the majority
of other countries were in the habit of
going into the English market, and
offering loans at a fixed price. But what
Was the reason of this? Every one
knew that the credit of these countries
IWas not good, and that they must bor-
roW money. They were afraid to throw
their loans on the open market and do
.as, Canada ought to have, and as Au&-
tralia had done. These countries must
l'ave the money and they had to pay
the price. If Turkey wanted money
she would give 12, 14 or 20 per cent.
The Khedive of Egypt must do the
sane thing. Russia was nowadays at
'the Imercy of the lender, and must see
'f she got money at all, that the
price Was fixed at such a low rate as

would induce speculators to deal in
what was, to a certain degree, discredit-
ed stock. The only ground on which
the rate was fixed, preventing the
country from securing the highest
price in the market by open competi-
tion, was the fear of failure. Why,
when Turkey went into the market
the dread was great that the loan
would be discredited altogether, and
that they would not get a sixpence.
Spa.n was in the same position. He
was happy to see that Italy promised
to have next year, for the first time in
ber existence, a surplus; but she
had had continual deficits. Italy
was a discredited country, and
she was obliged to go into the
market, and offer such terms as would
induce, by a higher rate of interest,
investors to come forward. This
was only done where danger of failure
was feared. The bon. gentleman had
admitted as much. The only argument
the bon. gentleman used was that he
had accepted the advice of Messrs.
Glyn and Baring in favour of a fixed
rate. There was evidently fear of
total failure. He did not wish to
speak with any disrespect of the hon.
gentleman, but he believed that what
had led to this state of things more
than anything else was the fact that
the hon. gentleman had not mastered
either the position of Finance Minister,
nor had he mastered, nor did be under-
stand, the credit of Canada in England
and the markets of the world. There
should have been no fear of failure.
There was no reason for it. The very
fact that investors rusbed for the loan
when put on the market at that price
showed that the credit of Canada stood
so high that there was not the slightest
fear of failure. South Australia did
not have such a Finance Minister as
Canada. She had a man in office who
knew the value of his own country's
resources, and how she stood in the Eng-
lish market-as they believed and knew,
despite the Finance Minister, Canada
stood in that market-and they found
that South Australia floated a loan of
£500,000 sterling at four per cent., the
lowest bid being 96½ per cent. and
the highest being 100, par. This was
what was done when there were no
Barings and Glyns to stand in the
way with their advice. The whole of
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this loan was taken up at an average,
as he understood, of 97J per cent. while
the Canadian loan was put down to 90.

Mr. MILLS: Why did the late Ad-
ministration have an agent and pay
him one per cent. commission, when
we do not need agents at all ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said,
the hon. gentleman must know every
one of the Australian Colonies had an
agent, and these agents were more im-
portant in England than were the
Barings and the Glyns. They held
a diplomatic position as quasi Am-
bassadors, and were so received in
England. The Messrs. Barings and
Glyn were merely financial men
who managed the financial af-
fairs of Canada in England, but
they had no agents in the sense the
Australian Colonies had agents.
Whether it was an Australian loan or
a Canadian loan, the agency or com-
mission had to be equally paid. The
hon. gentleman (Mr. Mills) shook his
bead, but he evidently knew nothing
about it. The hon. gentleman did not
know that there was such a person as
an Australian agent.

Mr. MILLS: If the hon. gentleman's
position is a sound one, we should nego-
tiate loans universally in the way he
proposes, and no agents aro required.

asked the question why, under these
circumstances, the late Government
always paid a commission of one per
cent. to those genitlemen ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
they paid for the arrangements made
wi th regard to the carryi ng out of trans-
actions relating to Canada. So it
was with Australia and the Domin-
ion. The question of commission had,
however, nothing to do with the price
of the loan as placed on the market.
This was £89 8s. 6d. He thought
that after a very careful calculation,
the hon. gentleman would find that
the value per £100 was £89 8s. 6d.,
and the commission was paid
aside, while South Australia ob-
tained per £100, £97 10s., and paid
her agents besides. No doubt this
was the difference-between going into
the open market and tieing their
hands, owing to a distrust of their own
credit. This was the consequence of
the course taken by the hon. gentle-

Mr. MILLS.

man, who had no excuse for limiting
Canada's credit in this manner, and for
not.giving a chance for competition,
unless . he had certainly reason for
fearing a failure. Now, the evidence
was all the other way. The rush to
take up the loan at 91 showed clearly
that if it had been left open to compe
tition a higher and a better price would
have been obtained. An enormous
loss had consequently been sustained
by the country. The hon. gentleman
laughed, but the Premier had become
so accustomed to large figures lately,
in the Estimates, that he . thought
nothing of the loss of £200,000 stg.
This was a mere bagatelle; as much
might be given away on a railway
contract in a month; but, never-
theless, was a considerable sum
of money for the people who
made their calculations, and who
thought there was some correspon-
dence and relation between the quota-
tions in the financial columns ofthe
Times and the truth ; and they would
see that instead of £200,00 they had
lost very neary twice that amount in
reality. This bad resulted not only in
a loss, but also in creating such feeling
of discontent in the country that he
ventured to say, the country would
never suffer such a loss again. The
hon. gentlemen said that they were
charging Moessrs. Barings & Glyn with
dishonourable dealing ; but these
houses were either trustees, or they'
were not trustees. If they were not
such, they ought not to have floated
the loan, or given advice; and if they
were, they ought, at least, not to have
taken any of the bonds. They should
not have put themselves in a suspicious
position. His hon. friend had showed
this in his reference to the prospectuS
regarding the previous loan, in which
it was stated that the- Canadian agents
in England would not have anything
to do with it, or enter into competition
for it. The whole world was let know
that, for this loan, there should be open
competition, and no preferences givenl.
The hon. gentleman must know that
the country had suffered great 1oss in
connection with this last loan.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Not a single
dollar has been lost.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sid
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tlat thle loss was only £250,000 at the
very least. They could hear from
England as well as hon. gentlemen
opposite; and it was known, and a
matter for laughter on Lombard street,
that the Finance Minister of Canada
had been bubbled in this regard. It
was said that others had made the
profits ; and what gentlemen other than
the Messrs. Baring and Glyn were let
in on the ground floor ? What other
indivduals and titled individuals were
allowed on the ground floor? -He
won]d like to know it. It was recog-
nized in commercial circles that the
loan was put on the market at so low
a price that Canada had lost a great
sum of inoney ; and this country would
believe it. The hon. gentlemen had
said this was all very well; but it
showed that the hon. gentlemen oppo-
site did not understand the position of a
great country like this. The hon.
gentleman said that the Opposition
alluded to the plan used by village
municipalities in Canada in placing
loans on the market; but these muni-
cipalities in the management of their
small financial matters ought to be
governed by the principles of common
sense, and so ought the Minister of
Finance. He thought that if the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Cartwright) had a
little of' the practical shrewdaess of
Some of the county reeves and county
treasurers; and if he had, he never
would bave made this wonderful mis-
take in running down the credit of our
Own debentures and of selUng them at
,a price below their value. With the
eredit Canada possessed it was more
than absurd to imagine that there was
any danger of these debentures being
thrown back on their hands unsold.
As bis hon. friend had said, there was a
plethora of money in England at that
time, and there were two causes for
this in the first place there was want
of confidence in business relations, and
a cIeck and depression in business, and
the bknks were overrun with deposits;
and, in the second place, there had been
a failure among all the great countries
and borrowers of Europe. Russia's
credit had fallen, and she could not get
a pound in England or Holland. Egypt
wa8 gone, Turkey was gone, and Spain
was gone, and Italy had run its
loans up to the very highest point.

The credit of the Continent of Europe
was exhausted, and there were no bor-
rowers as there were five years ago.
Money-lenders were looking now to the
United States and Canada, and tbey
saw how there was a rush for United
States bonds at the present time, in
consequence of there being no means of
investing in the shares or in the stock
of European nations. Therefbre, from
those two facts, from the stagnation of
business, and that the banks were over-
run with money for which there was
no legitimate investment, the two pro-
p ositions of the resolution were estab-
ished. He could not understand how

any hon. gentleman, looking at the
facts in the case, could say that those
propositions were not well founded,
well based, and could not be contro-
verted.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he did not
propose to pay any attention to the
hon. gentleman's financial criticisms.
The hon. gentleman was good enough
to say that his hon. friend (Mr. Cart-
wright) was utterly ignorant of'figures.
It was quite true that his hon. friend
was ignorant of certain manipulations
of figures, and lopg may he remain in
ignorance of such manipulation of
figures. His hon. friend opposite (Sir
John A. Macdonald) said it was very
wrong in the hon. the Minister of
Finance to trust to the advice of sub-
ordinates, to get the views of those
subordinates, or to shelter himself be-
hind those subordinates; and, in this
respect, he classed the high est financial
authorities of England, who acted as
the agents of Canada, as subordinates.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: An
agent is always subordinate to a
principal.

Mr. MACKENZIE said those gentle-
men who acted as agents were in no
sense subordinates, or under the control
of the Goverment of Canada; they oc-
cupied a position independent either of
Canada or any other country for which
they acted, and thoir advice was asked
simply because ot the high position
they occupied in the money markets
of the world. They found, however, a
few days ago, a very distinguised gen-
tleman sheltering himselt' behind the
advice and authority of the Chief Clerk
of one of the Departments of Canada.
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The hon. member for Cumberland
decla-ed that it was ample authority
to take away money out of the bank
without an Order in Council or any
authority whatever, but simply because
the Chief Clerk of the Finance Depart-
ment said so. And those were the men
who told the Govero ment that they
were not to consult their financial
agents in England because they were
subordinates. During the term that
he held office, the hon. mermber
for Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald)
sent two Finance Ministers to England,
and, in both instances, those gentlemen
took and acted upon theadvice ofthose
" subordinates."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
is a mistake. It happons to be the
reverse of that.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is nothing of
the sort; you will find that it is no
mistake.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: How
does the hon. gentleman knew? le
cannot prove it.

Mr. MACKENZ[E said there was
another phase to this matter. The
hon. the Finance Minister had suc-
ceeded in effecting the most successful
loan that ever was made by Canada,
and the only thanks that lie got for it
now was to be abused and rated by
hon. gentlemen opposite because ho
did not do better. The rate of interest
now was very much lower for the
entire debt than it was when his hon.
friend (Mr. Cartwright) assumed the
direction of the tinancial affairs of the
country, and that was owing to wise
management and excellent manipula-
tion of the loans effected in England.
But the hou. gentleman opposite (Sir
John A. Macdonald), with that reckless
manner which he adopted in trying to
make a point, said that the hon. the
Finance Minister and bis loan were
now the laughing stock of Lombard
Street. Let the hon. gentleman state
what authority he had for making that
statement. bid he mean that they
were to take bis word for what was
prevalent in Lombard Street, or
that Lombard Street was supposed
to delegate to him its opinion
on this or any other loan. He
(WIr. Mackenzie) had been a diligent

Mr. M&cKNzii.

reader of the financial articles of the
great English journals, and he had
failed to observe anything to indicate
such a state of affairs. But the hon.
gentleman claimed to have special
knowledge of financial matters, and
enlarged for fifteen minutes on the
fact that at the time the loan was made
there was a plethora of money in the
banks; in fact, that every place was
overflowing with money, and that the
hon. the Finance Minister had merely
to lay bis hands on it-to put salt on
the tails of the money-ehangers, an. ho
would have got ait he wanted. If the
hon. gentleman had an intimate know-
ledge of the money market,the manner
in which it was affected, and the cause
of money and commercial panies, lie
would know-and he (Mr. Mackenzie)
appealed to the hon. member for
South Ontario (Mr. Gibbs) if it was
not the case-that it was precisely at
times when there was a plethora of
money that it was most difficult to
obtain a loan.

Mr. G'IBBS (South Ontario) ; Every-
thing depends upon the security.

Mr. MACKENZIE E: Exactly; and
there was such a particular determ ina-
tion on the part of the money-lenders
to have the best securities that they
wore suspicious of all securities, and
wherever there was a suspicion of
securities it was a peculiarly difficult
time to effect a loan. A high financial
authority in London, in a private lot-
ter to him (Mr. Mackenzie), said the
hon. the Finance Minister could not
have effected a loan a week before or
a week alter he did. This was the
real truth in regard to the plethora of
money; and if the hon. gentleman (Sir
John A. Macdonald) had been as well
up in financial matters as he pretended
to be-although he was bound to say
the hon. gentleman had had consider-
able latitude in those matters and
avoided coming to close quarters-he
would not have been so extravagant in
his language on this occasion. The
hon. gentleman said Canada had lost
£200,000 through this transaction.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: No.
Mr. MACKENZIE said ho was sur-

prised the hon. gentleman did nOt
make the sum three times as large ;
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he had only to name a larger
sum to make us poorer. The
hon, gentleman had only to stretch his
imagination a little to make us as poor
or as rich as he pleased. Australia
received more favourable terms than
Canada, simply because of the peculiar-
ities of the country. It was remote
from all danger of invasion. It was
not a country that could be well
attacked in time of war; indeed, there
was not a nation on the face of the
earth that could, by any possibility,
send a force to attack Australia.
Neighbours, as we were, to a great
and powerful Republic, although there
was no immediate danger of war, no
hostilities likely to arise, the country
was subject to a great many conditions
which might arise in the United
States, and which might affect more
or less our commercial prosperity, and,
consequently, our power and ability to
pay. This undoubtedly exercised a
prejudicial effect on our securities,and,
with that extreme sensitiveness always
felt in the money market, it affected
us much more than circumstances war-
ranted or justitied. But he only rose
to call attention to one or two points
which the hon. gentleman (Sir John
A. Macdonald) brought out, and to
sum n'p the debate in this way : that
at the present moment the credit of
Canada stood higher than it ever stood;
that the last loan was the best ever
effected; and that his hon. friend
(Mr. Cartwrigh t) had succeeded in
reducing the average interest upon
the public debt to a lower point than
it ever reached before.

Mr. SMITHI (Selkirk) said he be-
lieved the hon. Minister of Finance had
made a mistake in this matter; but
his hon. friend for Kingston (Sir John
A.Macdonald) and himself differed as to
the nature of that mistake. The great
mistake the hon. gentleman (Mr. Cart-
wright) had made was in excusing
that which really required -no excuse.
lHa beheved that the loan was one of
the best ever effected. In 1875 the
Australian colonies put a loan on the
larket by tender, giving a minimum;
but thBey were unable to get it taken
up; and the only way they could pos-
sibly get it floated was by the forma-
tion of a syndicate and paying a hand-
sone sum. It was almost invari-

ably the case that if a loan was plae«d
on the market it did not come up to,
the price of preceding loans, and he
could see nothing extraordinary in tihe
method in whieh this loan was oper-
ated. One of the Russiàn loans fell
4 per cent. below a previous loan of
the same nation. le had heard it
mentioned by many gentlemen of
high financial standing, that the loan,
instead of being a failure, was a very
great success. ENo doubt the Finance
Minister made enquiries of others
besides these agents.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Gibbs, South Ontario) negatived,-on the
following division :-

YEAS :

Messieurs
Baby MeDougall (Three Riv.>
Benoit McKay (Colchester)
Blanchet Macmillan
Bolduc McCallum
Bowell McQuade
Brcoks Masson
Caron Mitchell
Cimon Moffat
Colby Monteith
Costigan Montplaisir
Cuthbert Mousseau
Daoust Orton
Desjardins Ouimet
Dewdney Pinsonneault
Domville Platt
Farrow Plumb
Flesber Pope (Compton)
Fraser Robinson
Gaudet Robitaille
Gibbs (North Ontario) Rochester
Gibbs (South Ontario) Rouleau
Gill Roy
Harwood Stephenson
Hurteau Thompson (Cariboo)
Jones (South Leeds) Tupper
Kirkpatrick Wallace(SouthNorfolky
Langevin White (East Hastings)
Lanthier White (North Renfrew)
Little Wright (Ottawa Coun-
Macdonald (Kingston) ty).-60.
McDonald(Cape Breton)

Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Bain
Bannatyne
Barthe
Béchard
Bernier
Bertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Blain
Blake
Borden
Borron
ibouraa

owman

NAYS :

Messieurs
Holton
Horton
Irving
Jetté
Killam
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Langlois
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwat)
Macdonald (Centre

Toronto)
McDougall (S.Renfrew)
MacKay (Cape Breton>
Mackenzie
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Boyer
Brouie
Brown
Buell
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
.Carmiehael
Cartwright
Oasey
-Cauchon
Charlton
.Cheval
-Church
,Cockburn
.Coffin
Cook
Coupal
.Cunningham
DeCosmos
Delorme
De St. Georges
,DeVeber
j)ymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Flynn
Forbes
Fréchette
Galbraith
Geoffrion
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Greenway
Hagar
Hall
*Higinbotham

McCraney
McIntyre
McIsaac
McLeod
Metcalfe
Milla
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
P ouliot
Power
Ray
Richard
Robillard
Ross (East Durham)
Ross (W. Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Ryan
Rymal
Scatcherd
Scbultz
Shibley
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Selkirk)
Smith (Westmoreland)
Snider
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thom pson(Haldimand)
Thomson (Welland)
Trow
V ail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman
Young.-111.

SUPPLY.

XII. PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
CHARGEABLE TO CAPITAL.

House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

Grading and snow-sheds....... $11,581,653
Raile land fasteniings.......... 2,905,729
Tracklaying and ballasting.... 1,445,369
Sleepers...................... 363,884
Iron bridging..... ............. 789,723
Rolling stock................. 1,988,657
Engineering........ . ....... 1,285,780
Management.................. 187,651
Buildings and water supply.... 762,564
Right of way and land damages. 360,762
Eastern Extension Railway ... 944.923
Telegraph lines............... 16,830
Deep water connection, Baie

des Chaleurs............. 1,497
Rimouski branch and pier..... 27,625

do Mail tender......... 19,169
Stewiacke branch ............ 9,400
Paymasters .................. 37,267

Total estinated cost up to 30th
June, 1878............... $22,732,083

EXTENSION TO DEEP WATER AT ST. JOHN.

Expended up to31st Deceniber,
1876..................... $141,265

W harf....................... 175,000
Engineering.................. 10,000
Dredging .................... 20,000
City of St. John, for land...... 40,000
Freight shed, grading, rails,

coal-drops and cranes..... 23,000

Dee
Gra
Bri
Bric
Lan
Car

Total estimated cost.. $409,265

HALIFAX EXTENSION.

p water wharf............. $150,068 75
ding, tracklaying, etc..... 206,670 84
ck freight house ........... 29,576 96
k passenger station....... 85,440 74

d and danages ........... 192,124 00
shed..................... 5,194 39

(Iin the Committee.) Teinporary paseitger station... 644 29

-5. Intercolonial Railway-75.7500 0ne0lnaliala Total cost to 31stDec., 1876. 669,719 97

completion.Balance available on lst Jan.,

Mr. TUPPER said it would be of 1877, and required to 3Oth
interest if the Minister of Public Works June, 1877...............18,429 80
.would state what the total cost of the Snpplenentary Estiinates,
work1876-77. (Contribution to~wr WL.Powvder Magazine) ........ 20,000 00

Mr. MACKENZ[E said for all pur- Vote, 1877-78, for conpletion.. 75,000 00

poses, up to the present time, it had cost
$ 2 2 ,11 2 ,0 8 3 , to which there had to be
added $675,000. For grading atone le would say that they would be
there was $11,266,A60. But the amount requirod to a8k'a considerable sum iS

paid for the Eastern extension, that was Spplernentary Estimates, the pur-
made part of the Intercolonial Railway, pose for which he would explain whef
east of Moncton, was not embraced in tbey were brouglt dow». It w"
that. That extension cost $944,923; found that the through trafie bad il'-
but that particular item was not di- creased so mucb last Full beyond what
vided so as to show the exact cost of was expected, that they were obligd
grading etc. The details of the expen- to lire a large number of ca frOm the
diture on the Intercolonial Railway, Grand Trunk Iailway for which tbey
weî e as follows paid a certain sum permonth.

Mr. Semn.
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Mr. MITCHELL: How much?
Mr. MACKENZIE said he thought it

was between $1,000 and $2,000 per
inonth; at any rate it was the ordinary
rate paid by companies for using cars
of other companies. At times, the
Grand Trunk used some of their cars,
for which payment of course was made;
but the balance was always largely
against the Intercolonial. It had been
decided to build 700 more freight cars,
the cost of whieh would be somewhere
about $370,000. Of the vote now asked,
$71,000 was for finishing the grading
and wood sheds, and $4,000 for finish-
ing the Rimouski pier to accommodate
mail steamers.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: That
will complete the road, except the
amount represented by the Supple-
mentary Estimates.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes. The deep
water terminus at St. John had been
commenced. The tender which was
accepted was at about $174,000. Hon.
gentlemen would observe that only a
vote of $100,000 was asked for this
work. A considerable portion would
be used for bridging and making
approaches. This woî k would take
two years to complete, but only
4100,000 was expected to be used this
year.

Mr. TUPPER said he did not intend
to detain the Committee at this stage
of the proceedings, but he would ven-
ture to congratulate the Government
and the House upon the fact that this
road had approached the near comple-
tion which the proposed vote would
represent. le was quite satisfied
that the statement the First Minister
had just made, that the enormous
ainount of traffic that had presented
*self for the road required the Gov-
ernment to make provision for some
700 additional freight cars, was an
evidence that they might fairly expect
a Very large amount of business over
the road. le was quite sure that those
who had paid any attention to the
question would come to the conclusion
.that this road was euo of the best and
Imost substantial that had been con-
Structed in America, and he believed,
ntwithstanding the large amount it
had cost the country, it had been as
Cheaply constructed, ail things con-

93

sidered. He was very glad to know
that the Government upon the com-
pletion of the rond had contracted to
oring the mail by that route instead of
as heretofore, by way of Portland. Re
knew eno!ýgh upon this subject to state
that the result of the experiment had
been most satisfactory, so far as tried.
He had had an opportunity of con-
versing with the Post Office Inspector
as to the comparison between the
voyages made to Halifax and Portland,
and he stated that by the former route
mails could be delivered at Montreal
from Liverpool 22J hours, or practi-
cally, a day sooner than by way of
Portland. The average time saved
would he even greater than this in the
future. So far as they had had the
means of judging, the road was
a great success, and there was
every reason to believe that a large
and important saving would be made
in the mails between the mother coun-
try and Canada. He was quite sure
the House would be very glad to vote
the 875,000 additional, or anything
that it would be necessary to ask in
the Supplementary Estimates.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he must
join his congratulations with those of
the hon. member for Cumberland, upon
the success which had atteided the
experiment of landing the mails at
Halifax. The people of Canada would
rejoice that they at least had the means
of reaching the Atlantic coast by rail
through their own territory ; at least,
they had the means of making them-
selves independent cf a foreign country
in this respect. He thought the Gov-
ernment deserved great credit for the
efforts they had made. As had been
already stated, the mails had been
landed at Halifax and carried over the
Intercolonial very satisfactorily; but
it was to be hoped and expected that,
looking to the future, and the prox-
imity of the port of Halifax to England,
some efforts would be made to make
that port one of the great connecting
points between the old and new world.
He would like to ask the First Minister
whether the attention of the Govern-
ment had been direeted thereto, and
whether the intimation, given some
time ago, that several steamship com-
pauies had been looking to -Halifax as
a terminal point on this side of the
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Atlantic, for landing the mails for
Australia and the Continent, had been
under the consideration of the Govern-
ment. This was a very important
question, and, if carried out, would add
much to the prestige of Canada and to
the usefulness of the road, if any such
arrangement could be made without
sacrifice to the public interest. He
believed it was within the range of
possibility that such an arrangement
might be arrived at, if a proper under-
standing were come to between the
steamship companies and the Imperial
authorities. He was sure the House
would be obliged for any information
the Government could give in this
matter.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK called atten-
tion to a line that was still a part of
the route, the Truro and Pictou Branch,
the Bill for the transfer of which had
passed the House but a short time ago.
The attention of the House was called
by the Government to the promise that
was made two years ago as to the
transfer, but no mention was made of
the fact that a large sum of money had
been spent upon the road during the
interval. It appeared from the report
of the Superintendent of Railways that
the sum of $60,000 was spent during
the last financial year upon that branch,
and also that it was relaid with steel
rails for 40 miles. It was extraordin-
ary that the House should be asked to
give away this branch, when, during
the last two years, it had cost some-
thing over $300,000.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he really
was not awazre how much had been
relaid with steel rails. The renewal
Lad been going on steadily every year
all over the route, about the same
quantity of rails being relaid every
year for the last three years. When
the House came to the vote for the
working of railways, ho would bring
down an exact statement. Wherever
the rails were defective they were
relaid with steel rails, whether on
the PictouBranch or any other branch.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK: How about
the cash expended on the road?

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment were bound to keep the road in
running order, the same as if they had
intended to retain it for ail time. With

Mr. TUPPzI.

regard to the suggestion of the hon.
member for Halifax, he had merely to
say that projects had, at various times
been brought forward by gentlemen
interested in steamship companies.
A year ago last June a gentleman
came to Ottawa, representing New
York and English capitalists, and
wished to make arrangements with
the Government, whereby it was pro-
posed that steamers should sail weekly
or tri-weekly, and in five years they
would be prepared to run every <1ay,
between Canada and Groat Britaii and
Ireland, for certain subsidies by the
United States, British and Canadian
Governments. The Government were
willing to discuss the project, but they
were not prepared to take any action
until some definite propositions were
put forward by the English and
United States Governments. Some
schemes had been published in the
newspapers since thon, and the dis-
cussion of the question had simply
shown that, if connection was made at
St. John, passengers and mail matter
landing at Halifax, froin 20 to 24 hours
wo>uld probably be gained in reaching
New York. He had no doubt that this
would come before many years had
elapsed, but at present they could see
no immodiate prospect of this result.
They were, however, in correspondence
with the Post Office Department of
Great Britain, with.the view of landing
all United States mails at Halifax, and
they had mado an offer to convey
them to our borders within a specified
time, and also to convey the Australian
mails to the west end of the Province
within a specified time; and in both
cases they could make an objective
point, say New York or Detroit, much
more quickly than it could be made
through the United States. le could
not, with propriety, say any more at
present, except that the Government
were anxious to accomplish the desired
result.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he did not
think a very satisfactory explanation
had been given by the First Minister
as to the Truro and Pictou Branoh.
The money spent upon that Branch
would have covered tle additional t&1
ation upon tea and malt. le would
like to know what the Governmlent
were going to do with the mail tender
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at Rimouski, for which $19,000 was
given. He would like to know whether
it was going to be replaced by a new
one, or whether the old one would con-
tinue to be used.

Mr. MACKENZIE: We intend to
use it.

Mr. MTTITQELL said he had always
objected to the transfer of the Truro
and Pictou Brancb in toto. He thought
it one of the greatest mistakes the
Government had ever made. The
louse had no idea when it sanctioned

the giving away of the road, that
special improvements had been made
upon it. It looked very much as if it
was the price paid for Nova Scotia's
support.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said, if bis
hon. friend had listened to the discus-
sion the otber night he would have
gathered that the Government had
been in correspondence, or had been in
communication with the Local Govern-
ment, and with the contractors, with
the view of the extension of the road
from New Glasgow to the Gut
of Canso. He thought his hon.
friend would admit that it was
of the highest importance that
railway communication should be
Opened through that section of the
country. As there was no possibility
Of the flouse being induced to vote
money for the purpose of extending the
Intercolonial Railway from New
Glasgow to the Strait of Canso, it was
a Wise policy on the part of the Gov-
ernment of which his hon. friend was
a mnember, and also of the Government
of the present day, to encourage the
project by all means within their
pOwer without any sacrifice of the
public interests. The giving away of
the Truro and Pictou Branch was an
aid thus far to the project, which would
be a great advantage to the country,
and contribute materially to the
'ucome of the Intercolonial Railway.
The Government were compelled to
kop up the line in proper working
Order and to change the gauge, and the
expenditure on this score was entirely
'n the public interest.

Mr. MITCHELL entered his protest
agamnst the transfer of the Truro and
Pictou Branch. He objected to it,
e1pecially as it had been done jus

after the iron rails had been taken up
and the line relaid with steel rails at
an expense of $.100,000.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) enquired
whether it was not the policy of the
late Government to dispose of this
road.

Mr. MITCHELL denied that such
was the case. -He would never have
consented to it

Mr.McISAAC said thatafter what had
occurred in the Senate a few evenings
ago in cennection with the transfer of
the Truro and Pictou Branch, he was
surprised to hear the hon. neinber (Mr.
Mitchell) renew the attack on the
Government. When the _Bill authoriz-
ing the transfer was before the House,
every member of the late Government
in the House, except the hou. nember
for Cumberland, voted against it, and
some of them, especially the hon.
member for Northumberland, spoke
fiercely against it. On that occasion
only two of the avowed supporters of
that Administration voted in favour of
the Bill, viz., the member for Cumber-
land and the member for Cape Breton.
In the face of that fact, when the Bill
was passing through the Senate, a
prominent member of that louse,
among other arguments used by him
in support of the measure, declared it
was the policy of the late Government
not only to give the road itself, but the
rolling stock as well, to aid the Eastern
Extension. He (Mr. Mclsaac) wished
to ascertain beyond a doubt which
House correctly announced the policy
of the Opposition, when in power, on
this matter. There was no subject of
greater interest and moment to eastern
Nova Scotia than the Eastern Exten-
sion, and the people of that highly
important portion of the Dominion
had a right to know, and desired to
know, who were the real friends of the
scheme, because the best friends of
that scheme were their best friends.
He called on the Opposition if it was
their policy to subsidize the Eastern
Extension by means of the Truro and
and Pictou Branch or otherwise, to Say
so distinctly, and not a man aniong
them answered afflrmatively. Ejven
the hon. member for Cumborland
himself declared that he was in
favour of the transfer now, and that,
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in a qualitied manner, by adding new
-stipulations at this time of day, when
the work was under contract and con-
struction, which if p:ised would result
in further delay, if net in entire defeat
of the project. He had heard no one

say it was their intention to build the
road either to the Strait of Canso or
to the Atlaitic entirely at the expense
ofthelDoninion. If that intention had
been entertained, the seven years of
plenty, during which they held power,
and their large majority in the House,
would have rendered it easy to carry
it out. When they felt they had means
and strength enough to build a road
-through the wilds of the North-West
and the Rocky Mountains to the Pac.
ific, it would not be difficult to believe
that they could and should extend the
line from New Glasgow to the Atlantic
through the finest and richest portion
of the Dominion. He did not speak
from any party spirit, ho was actuated
by no motive but a desire to see the
work conpleted as speedily and as
-successfully as possible, and to lot the
people of eastern Nova Scotia under-
stand wlr they should thank for the
great faeilities so long denied them.
On taking his seat in the House, he
felt it his duty to bis constituents and
his Pr ovince to support the party he
conidered willing and able to secure
the boon so much desired by that
section of the Dominion.

Mr. LANGEVIN corroborated the
statement of the member for North-
umberland (Mr. Mitchell.) It was
not the policy of the late Government
to part with the branch and the feeders
of the Intercolonial. He was favour-
.able to the proposed extension to the
Cut of Canso, but at that date, 1871,
he considered that the time had not
-come for the Government to take up
the ,matter. ,le was sure that, had
hon. members known that the road
was to be transferred during the pre-
ý,nt year to another company, bon.
members would have objected to it,
-and he would have opposed it. The
company could not have expected steel
rails to have been laid down on the
road.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was im-
possible to lay steel rails here and
there. Rails of such a pattern as the

Mr. McIsac.

old ones would have to be used for
such a purpose, and they had no new
iron rails. dIf this had not been done
damage to life and property would
have probably been done to three or
four times the amount which would
have been saved, had the Goverument
not adopted the courso they did. They
were obligod to keep up the road and
they could not foresee how it was to
be utilized.

Mr. LANGEVIN said that old iron
could have been used to ropair the road,
The Opposition had voted against the
Bill in question. He was, as he had
always been, favourable to a road being
built to the Gulf of Canso and extended
to Louisburg. This branch was worth
about two millions of dollars, and the
improvements made, nearly $300,000.
It was one of the best roads in the coun-
try. The Government should not
refuse to the Province of Quebec
everything tbey asked for. They had
asked for aid to the iSt. John Railway,
but they had not obtained it. There
was also the Quebec and Woodstock
Railway, only a portion of which had
been built owing to the want of means;
and it should also have assistance.
They desired only fair play for the
Province of Quebec.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
that application was made to the late
Administration for the transfer of
this braneh between Pictou and Truro,
and that it was then stated that the
policy of the Government was to hand
it over aud build a line between New
Glasgow and the Strait of Canso.

Mr. MITCHELL : I will state dis-
tinctly that was not our policy.

Mr. MACKAY said many hon. mem-
bers would recolleet the circumstance.
Farther, the late Government was
disposed to build a road to Louis-
burg. That, ho took it, 1was
withn the memory of the members
of the late Administration. It waIs
certainly brought to their notice, and
it was their policy. The menber for
Charlevoix (Mr. Langevin) had said
he regretted that the road had been
transferr-ed. Why did ho regret it?
He (Mr. MacKay) was convinced, and
he thought it could bo proved, that
while that hon. gentleman was a m'em
ber of the late Administration, he Wa
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perfectly satisfied that it shoild be
transferred for the purpose of building
to the Strait, and the only reason why
it was not done was, that some mombers
from Nova Scotia wanted the road
built all the way to Louisburg, and to
extend it to the Strait of Canso. The
present Government were only carry-
ing out the policy which was adopted
before. The member for Northumber-
land (Mr. Mitchell) had said he be-
lieved the transfer had been made in
order that the members from Nova
Scotia should be kept together to sup-
port the Government. ie was sur-
prised to hear the hon. gentleman
make such a statement. The members
from Nova Scotia were not much in-
terested in the transfer of this road.
The members from Cape Breton had
been opposed to the present Govern-
ment transferring the line, because
they thought they ought to build it to
the port of Louisburg as a public
work. The object of hon. gentlemen
on the other side was to make political
capital out of the transfer, so as to say,
"This has been handed over to the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia; see the con-
cession made to Nova Scotia, and, in
consideration of that, the Government
are receiving a certain amount of sup-
port." Al this existed only in the
fertile imagination of the hon. member
for Northumberland.

Mr. MITCHELL said he had already
stated that no such policy as the trans-
fer of this road had been determined
Upon by the late Government, and his
bon. friend from Charlevoix had con-
firmned his statement. The hon. mem-
ber had not the slightest foundation
'n fact for the statement ho had made
im this Ilouse. No such subject was
ever considered by the late Administra-
tion, much less determined upon, and
the hon. gentleman had not a tittle of
foundation for bis statements. He (Mr.
Mitchell) believed it was a false policy
to give away that road-one fraught
with great danger, because the next
appication would be from New Bruns-
wick for the Saint John and Shediac
road, which they would not ho able to
resist. He (Mr. Mitchell) had always
been favourable to the extension of the
road to Louisburg, but there was
nlothing incumbent on this Government
to build that road, while it might be,

and was desirable, in the interest )f
Nova Scotia. He found his hon,
friend from Cape Breton (Mr. Mc-
Donald) who voted with the Opposi-
tion as a rule, got up to oppose him,
and bis hon. friend and colleague in
the late Government, the meinber for
Cumberland(Mr. Tupper) opposed him.
The hon. gentleman from Inverness
(Mr. MacDonnell) had the other day
attacked him personally in relation to
that road, and the bon. member for
Halifax (Mr. Jones) and the others,
every one of them, would speak in
favor oftbe transfer of the two millions
of property in favour of Nova Scotia
purposes. It was ridiculous to speak
of this as not being in favour of Nova
Scotia. Why was it asked for?

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said,
a resolution was passed by the mem-
bers from Nova Scotia and was present-
ed to the late Government. If he reol-
lected rightly ho was one of the dele-
gates, and Mr. Stewart Campbell was
another, and the members of that dele-
gation were given to understand that
the matter would be favourably
received, and that the transfer would
be made in due course.

Mr. MITCHELL asked if the hon.
gentleman's statement was any proof.
He had never denied that the member
for Cumberland's measure gave the
road over to extend the road in Nova
Scotia. He (Mr. Tupper) had very
liberal views as to Nova Scotia, but
that was no proof that it was the
establishèd policy of the late Adminis-
tration, because a delegate had waitod
on some members of it. He (Mr.
Mitchell) had never heard of any
such delegation.

Mr. BOWELL said it seemed to him
that the hon. member for Halifax (Mr.
Jones) and the hon. member for Rich-
mond (Mr. Flynn) were more desirous
to make a little capital out of this than
anyone else who had spoken. The
object of the member for Halifax clearlv
was to show that the late Government
were the enemies of Nova Scotia, and
that its true friends were those wbo
now occupied the Treasury Benches.
It would appear that this vas the
method adopted by the Governmont to
subsidize Nova Scotia. He did not see
why our property should be given
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away to one particular province, or
why the Government should show
partiality in this matter. The whole
principle was wrong, and he protested
.against the transfer.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he consi-lered
this giving away of rails and the trans-
fer of this road a gross imposition on
the public. They ought to have par-
ticulars as to how the money on the
Intercolonial Railway had been ex-
pended. A contract for turn-tables
was given to the highest tender, and
when they were supplied it appeared
that they were of the manufacture of
the lowest tenderer.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho could not
take the statements of the hon. gentle-
man as facts. If he wished any infor-
mation on any point ho would be glad
to give it.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he had asked
for a groat deal of information, but had
never got the details ho wantod, and
ho was, consequently, obliged to take
what information ho could get outside.

Mr. McLEOD said if there was any-
thing the Government deserved credit
for it was the economy they had
exercised in the management of
the Intercolonial Railroad.

Mr. ROBITAILLE said he was glad
to see that enterprises in New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia were to receive
assistance from the Government. The
member for Halifax intimated that
Quebec had no branch lines of the
Intercolonial ; but the line between
Metapediac and Passepiac, in the Prov-
vince of Quebec, might be called a
branch or feeder of the Intercolonial.
It had already received a subsidy from
the Local Legislature, and the prelimi-
nary surveys and location had been
calculated. He did not begrudge what
was given to other roads, but ho hoped
that a line of this importance would
also be aided. The trade of the district
was very considerable. le would like
to know whether the wharf at Rimouski
was completed.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that this
pier would be fnished in accordance
with the plans of Mr. Schreiber, the
Chief Engineer of the railway. Re
was not an autocrat, and he could not
give or withhold assistance from the

Mr. Bowzit.

railway in question. The subject had
never been discussed by the Govern.
ment.

Vote agreed to.
76. Intercolonial Railway

Extension into Halifax... $75,000
77. Intercolonial Railway

to deep water at St. John,
N . B........... ............. 100,000

80. Lachine Canal......... . 1,000,000
In reply to Mr. LANGEVIN,
Mr. MACKENZIE said the works

were all under contract, with the ex-
ception of the second basin, which the
Government did not intend to place
under contract at present. The work
under contract would amount to
$4,470,999, and the total expenditure
up to 31st Dec., 1876, was $1,604,999.
He might say the Government would
require a supplementary estimate for
the current year. They had now spent
the entire amount of last year's vote,
or nearly so. They had continued the
works on a supplemertary vote, which
ho would explain when they came to it,
in order to carry out the contract for
the current year.

Mr. LANGEVIN: Will the hon.
gentleman explain the position of the
Government in reference to the western
end of the canal ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said, it was pro-
posed at one tiie to make a new en-
trance above Lachine; that was given
up, and the contract was for an entrance
near the old basin.

Mr. MASSON asked what quantity
of land had been purchased from the
proprietors of the Saint Gabriel Locks,
for the purpose of enlarging the canal,
and what price had been paid for that
land?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Various prices.

Mr. MASSON said ho meant the
land to which he had referred last
year, when the Premier stated that
only about thirty feet would ho taken
on one side or the other. He asked if,
notwithstanding that statement, the
Government had not purchased a largo
quantity of land near Saint Hefnri,
Tanneries West, from the saie pro-
prietors ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said they had
not. They simply bought enough to

[COMMONS.]



Supply. 1479

make the canal the width they decided
to make it up to Coté Saint Paul.
What be stated last year was that
there would, in some places, be very
little to purchase, while, in others there
would be from twenty to seventy feet
width, because the boundary was un-
equal. Early last summer the member
for the district and other delegations
were anxious to make the canal twenty-
five feet wider.

Mr. MITCHELL: What is the
depth ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Fourteen feet
for the permanent structure, but now
twelve feet. Land was valued by the
valuators, I think, at twelve cents per
foot.

Mr. MASSON: What was the price
asked ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said they never
had a price asked and they never
asked the price, or had any offered
them. They directed the valuators to
make a valuation.

Mr. MASSON: Do I understand
that there was no offer made of the
land at the price to which the land had
risen at the auction which occurred in
Montreal ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think not; I
have no recollection of seeing any
offer.

Mr. MASSON: Do I understand
that there never was any portion of
the land purchased or offered to the
Government at the price at which it
was sold by auction-that is, at the
maximum, about thirty-five cents per
foot ?

Mr. MACK ENZIE: I have no recol-
lection of such an offer.

Mr. ROBITAILLE: There is no
doubt such offers were made to some of
the officials living in Montreal -
whether they reached the Dopartment
er not I cannot say.

Mir. MACKENZIE : The entire
amiount paid for land was $331,874.

Mr. MITCEIELL: It was suggested
last year that the canal should bedeepened to sixteen feet.

Mfr. MACKENZIE: Nineteen feet.
Mr. MITCHELL. Yes; to enable

sea going vessels to go up the Saint
Gabriel locks.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment could see no reason for taking that
depth beyond the railroad crossing.
It would be easy, perhaps, to make it
fourteen feet, but to extend it to nine-
teen feet would be to extend the har-
bour for the city ot Montreal.

Vote agreed to.
81. Cornwall Cana8........ 100,000

Mr. MACKENZIE said this was
merely the revote of the money unex-
pended last year.

Mr. MITCHELL remarked that
there was no vote for the St. Lawrence
Canals.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was not
proposed to ask a vote, except for the
Cornwall Canals.

Vote agreed to.
82. Welland Canal.... 82,000,000

Mr. MACKENZIE said the entire
cost of the canal so far, together with
the works now under contract, was
$6,961,851.

Mr. LANGEVIN: How much has
been paid out ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: The total ex-
penditure up to the 31st December was
$5,025,452. In January there was a
balance of $326,000 available, which
is now more than spent. We will
probably have to get a supplementary
estimate of $250,000 to carry us on.

Mr. LANGEVIN: Besides the con-
tracts in hand, at what do you estimate
the cost of the remaining works ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is estimated
that the canal will cost 89,225,000 to
obtain a depth of twalve feet, aid
$12,250,000 to get fourteen feet.

Mr. McCALLUM asked if the Gov-
ernment intended to sink the culverts
in the feeder ; $150,000 had been ex-
pended on the feeder, and it would only
require a small sum to sink the cul-
verts.

Mr. MACKENZIE : That is under
consideration.

Mr. McCALLJM said it had been
under consideration for a long time. It
would be in the interest of the country
to sink those culverts.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he would
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probably be able to say something
further on this point at a future time.

Mr. McCALLUM said that as the
expenditure of $20,000 would give two
feet more of water for twenty-one
miles, he thought such expenditure
would be in the interest of the country.
In order to secure the trade of the
west, the Welland Canal should at once
be deepened to fifteen feet.

Mr. MACKENZIE : That would
take too large a sum of money.

Vote agreed to.
83. St. Anne's Lock........$40,000

Mr. MACKENZIE said they had
come to the conclusion that they must
have a new entrance and a new lock
altogether, but they thought they could
get on at present with some slight
repairs to the old pier. The expendi-
ture of $40,000 would finish the work
in the immediate vicinity.

Mr. LANGEVIN: This is for the
new channel?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes.
Mr. McCALLUM;asked when the

Wolland Canal would be deepened to
twelve feet ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: It will not bu
completed until the spring of 1879.

Mr. LANGEVIN asked with regard
to the vote of $160,000 last year for St.
Anne's lock, whether a contract had
been given out?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Not for the
lock.

Mr. LANGEVIN: How much money
was expended?

.Mr. MACKENZIE: Only 29,000 up
to the 1st of January last.

Mr. LANGEVIN: For deepening
the channel?

Mr. MACKENZIE: .No.
Vote agreed to.

84. Carillon and Chute à Blon-
deau.............................. $120,000
Mr. MACKENZIE said the proba-

bility was that the Government would
very soon be obliged to take this work
ont of the hands of the contractors,
Jones and Cookwho had failed to corne
tq time with regard to any part of it.
No difficulties had been met with that
could not have been foreseen. The

Mr. aAcKENZIE.

character of the bed of the river was
very easily to be ascertained. The-
entrance to the lock was pretty well
advanced; but littie had been done on
the dam. Lumbermen were complain.
ing of it very much as an obstruction.
The old slide had beon damaged con-
siderably last season. It had become
necessary to take decisive action.

Mr. LANGEVIN : What is the
amount of contract?

Mr. MACKENZIE: $570,000.
Mr. LANGEVIN: How much has

been spent ?
Mr. MACKENZIE: $301,000.
Mr. LANGEVIN: How muchoflast

year's vote is unexpended ?
Mr. MACKENZIE: On January lst

there remained $267,000. The sum of
$120,000 was as much as could be spent
on the work this year. A large
amount of timber was on hand, and, as
it would soon decay, the work must be
proceeded with,

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
he hoped the work would be pressed
forward as rapidly as possible.

Vote agreed to.
85. Improving approach to Cul-

bute Canal....................... $40,000
Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said

experience had proved that his declara-
tion in 1876, that the work should be
located in the south instead of the
north channel was correct.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the precise
mode of expenditure would be subject
to examinations made by engineers.

Vote agreed to.
86. St. Peter's Canal........ 880,000

Mr. MACKENZIE said the work
had been under contract for a year
and was progressing. The estimate
for last year was $50,000, which had
been expended. The work was being
cheaply constructed. There was four-
teen feet water on the mitre sill.

Vote agreed to.
87. Miscellaneous work on

Canals.................. 10,000
88. Public Building, Ottawa,

grounds..............35,000
Retaining walls, gates,

fbotpaths, painting, &c. 2,6
Extension, West Block... 135,500

[COMMONS.] Supply.
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In answer to Mr. PLUMB.
Mr. MACKENZLE said they had

been endeavouring to find a fountain to
agree with the general style of the
buildings.

In answer to Mr. CAMERON,
Mr. MACKENZIE said it was their

intention, after consulting authorities,
upon such grounds as these, not to
plant any trees in the grounds, though
they intended to fill up the spaces
between the blocks with trees.

Mr. MASSON: Is this the last
estimate for the Western Block, and
what is the total amount ? It was
understood it was to be $500,000, and
it seem to have far exceeded that.

Mr. MACKENZIE : The amount
submitted in the Estimates last year
was $296,000. I do not remember the
amount before that, but my impression
is it was $48,000 or $49,000.

Mr. MASSON: $90,000, I think.
Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes ; there was

the excavation. I think it will come
within the original estimate.

Vote agreed to.

XII. PUBLIC WORKs AND BUILDINGS-
CHARGEABLE TO INCOME.

Ontario.

Guelph Custom House,
Excise and Post Offices.

Kingston Military Col-
lege, repairing fortifi-
cations....... ......

London MilitaryGrounds,
fencing and wood-shed.

To pay for site of Ottawa
Post Office, Custom
House and Inland Rev-
enue Office ..........

$2,000

40,000

3,500

7,000
Mr. MITCHELL enquired whether

the expenditure for repairing the
Kingston fortifications could not be
dispensed with altogether.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there were
vcry extensive military works there,and ail the military authorities of the
country considered it necessary to
maintain them. They were built by
the Imporial authorities, having cost
Millions, and it would lo.ok very bad if
the Canadian Government did not keep
them in repair. It was necessary to

expend a large amount for tho fortifi-
cations at Kingston and also at Quebec.
This year $70,000 had been received
from the sale of lands that were given
with the works.

Mr. MITCHELL said the military
schools were part of a system which,
sooner or later, would have to be recon-
sidered and probably abandoned. He-
might be in advance of some hon. gen-
tlemen in entertaining this opinion,
but ho would bide his time until public
opinion changed.

Mr. MASSON asked how much it
would require to finish the schools.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Probably $12,000,
or $15,000 more.

Mr. MASSON said the hon. gentle-
man gave $100,000 as the cost last year.
This showed the importance of having
an estimate of the total cost of a work
before giving a vote for it. The mo-
ment the first vote was given they
were committed to the completion of
the work.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho quite
agreed with this principle. There
were certain difficulties in the way of
estimating the final cost of this work,

Mr. LANGEVIN said he agreed
fully with the remarks of the hon,
member for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson),
When the hon. the Minister of Public
Works was in Opposition ho always
insisted upon such information, and
he (Mr. Langevin) always endeavoured
to give it.

Mr. STEPHENSON said it was
understood two or three years ago that
the 'Governmont would put a sum in
the Estimates for the construction of
post offices in towns of certain size,
suetih as Chatham, St. Catherines, Brant-
ford, Windsor and Belleville, all of
which returned a large revenue to the
Department, and were important
centres of trade. Besides, they were
localities where were stationed Custons
and Inland Revenue officers, who
collected very considerable sums of
money, and, in the event of Govern-
ment buildings being erected at these
points, accommodation could be pro-
vided for ail the Government officials
ocated there, which would not only
serve the public, but facilitate the
abours of the officials theinselves. He
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'would, therefore, ask if any provision
was made for such works in the Supple-
mentary Estimates ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
«ment had not given up the idea lie had
mentioned, but they only erected public
buildings for their own convenience,
and not for the sake of any particular
locality. The places which seemed
most in need of them, having the
largest number of officers and the
largest revenue, were Windsor and
Brantford. The matter was under
consideration. The Government was
obliged to bc as economical as possible.
The principal places for revenue and
business were Windsor, Brantford, St.
Catherines and Belleville; they did a
,nach larger business than Chatham.

Mr. STEPHENSON: I think not.
'Vote agreed to.
Resolutions ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolutions reported.

House adlourned at
Twenty minutes before

Three o'clock.

bOUSE OF COMMONS.

Saturday, 14th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
,o'clock.

THE QUEEN VS. WILKINSON.

MOTION TO GRANT LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Mr. BOWELL moved:
" That the petition of J. A. Wilkinson,

Publisher, of Bowmanville, for leave of
absence to be granted to the Hon. R. J.
Cartwright, Minmster of Finance, to attend
on Tueeday next, the Assizes at Cobourg,
to give evidence in the case of the Queei vs.
J. A.. Wilkinson, be received."

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I object.
Mr. BOWELL: Do I understand

that the hon. gentleman objecte?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Yes.
Mr. BOWELL said he had followed,

as nearly as possible, the English
practice in these matters.

Mr. HOLTON said he thought they
had something to say in the matter.
It would bo manifestly inconvenient
in the public interests to permit the

Mr. STEPHENSON.

Finance Minister to absent himself at
the present time.

Mr. BOWELL gave notice that he
would make the motion on Monday.

Ma. CURRIER'S SEAT FOR
OTTAWA.

MOTION TO REFER.

Mr. LAURIER said he begged to
make the following statement.-

" Thatit appears from the Public Accouni
laid before this House in the Session of 1875,
that, sonie time in the year 1874, the sum
of $4,417.18 was paid to the firim of T. W.
Currier & Co. out of the publie moneys, for
lumber supplied to the St. Vincent de Paul
Penitentiary. Whereas it also appears that
divers sums of money were also paid during
the saie year, out of publio noneys, to the
firn ot Batson & Currier, for lumuber supplied
to the Department of Public Works; and
that he is credibly informed and believes
that he can establsh that the monevs paid
to the said firm of T. W. Currier & Co. were
so paid under contracts and agreeienta
between the said firm and public ofhcers, to
wit: the Board of Directors of Penitentiaries;
that the moneys paid to the said firm of
Batson & Currier were so paid under contracts
and agreenents between the said firmu and
the Departnent of Public Works; and that
Joseph Merrill Currier, Esq., a member of
this House, was, at the tilme when the said
contracts and agreernents were entered into,
and the said payments made, a nieniber of
each of the said firms, and also a mem ber of
this louse for the Electoral Division of the
city of Ottawa."

Upon this statement he begged to
make the following motion

" That it appears froi the Public Accounts
laid before this louse in the Session of 1875,
that, some time in the year 1874, the sun Of
$4,717.18 was paid to the firm of T. W.
Currier & Co., out of the public moneys, for
lunber supplied to the St. Vincent de Paul
Penitentiary; it also appears that divers
sums of money were also paid during the
sanie year, out of public moneys, to the firm
of Bataon & Currier, for lumuber supplied to
the Department of Public Works; and that
Mr. Laurier, a member of this House, has
stated in bis place in the Blouse that he is
credibly informed and believes that he can
establish that the monies paid to the said
firm of Batson & Currier, were so paid under
contracts and agreements between the said
firm and the Departient of Public Works,
and that Joseph Merrill Currier. Esq., a
Member of this Houpe, was, at the time
when the said contracta and agreements were
entered into and the said payments made, "
member of each of the said firms, and also
a Member of thil House for the Electoral
Division of the City of Ottawa; it be
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Ordered, That the matter herein stated, be
referred to the Select Standing Committee on
Privileges and Elections, and they be direct-
ed to enquire into the facts, to search for
precedents, and to report the resut. of their
enquiries; and whether the said Joseph
Merrill Currier has vacated his seat "

In making this motion, he believed
it would be proper to abstain from
making any comments. He had in-
formed the hon. member that he would
then move in the matter.

Motion agreed to.

THE SEAT FOR LINCOLN.

MOTION FOR NEW WRIT-REFERRED.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the other day he gave notice of the
following motion of privilege:-

" Tlat Mr. Speaker do issue his Warrant
to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to
make out a new Writ for the electing of a
member to serve in this present Parliament
for the Electoral District of the County of
Linco'n, in the place of James Norris, who,
since his election fbr the said Electoral Dis-
trict, bas entered into a contract for the
public service."

As far as he could judge from the
papers, there was no doubt that this
gentleman's seat was vacated. He
presumed that the return of contraets
connected with the Pacifie Railway,
which was made on the 26th March,
was accurate. It appeared from this
return that several parties, of whom
James Norris was one, formed the
Lake and River Steanship Company,
which entered into a contract with the
Government. Messrs. Cooper, Fair-
man & Co. were the attorneys of the
Company, and their power of attorney
read as follows:-

"These presents witness that:
"lst. The Lake and River Steamship

Conpany,? a body politic and corporate,
having its chief office and place of business
in the City of Hamilton, and Province of
Ontario, proprietors of propellors l'Lake
Ontario' and 'Lake Erie,' herein acting and
represented by Adam Hope, Esq., President
of said Company, and J. C. Harvey, Secre-
tary of the saine;
. " 2rj. John C. Graham, of St. Catharines,

said Province, principal owner of andkanager for the propellor ' Argyle' and con-sort 'Maggie McRae';
'3rd. Sylvester Neelon, of St. Catharines,

aforesaid, owner of the propellors ' Europe',
ocean' and 'Dominion';
"4th. James Norris, of St. Catharines,

aforid, owner of the propellors 'S4eotia',
Clinton' and consort' Grimsby';

"5th. And D. Butters & Company, of
Montreal, owners of the propellors ' (jali-
fornia', ' Columbia' and 'Cauada'.

The constituents herein have constituted
and appointed, and do, and each ot them
doth hereby constitute and appoint, Messrs.
Cooper, Fairman & Co., of Montreal, carry-
ing on business there in co-partnership,their
true and lawful A gents and Attorneys; and
the Agents and Attorneys of each of theni,
to enter into, sign, and execute for them and
each of them, the contract with Her Majesty
Queen Victoria. represented by the Minister
of Public Works of Canada, draft wlereof
marked "A" is hereunto annexed ; or any
other contract of like imnport 'ànd effect, for
the conveyance by the respective vessels
akoresaid, of said constituents, of railroad
iron and material as mentioned in said draft,
and on terme and conditions therein stated,
or equivalent thereto,and thesaid constituents
and each of them, do hereby authorize and
em power the said firm of Cooper, Fairman
& Company, but no other person, to accept
and receive payments of any and all sums of
money which may be or become due
and payable to them, respectively, under
such contract aforesaid, or for the hire or
services of their said respective vessels, and
to grant good, sufficient, final, and complete
acquittance and discharge therefor, the
whole, as fully and as effectually as they, the
said c nstituents, could do if personally
present; the said constituents each for him-
self, and not'the one for the other or others,
hereby ratifyin- and confirming, and agree.
ing to ratify anmi confirm, al) that their said
Attorneys may lawfully do in virtue hereot
relative to their said respective vessels and
the lease and hire thereof, for the purpose
aforesaid.

"In witness hie said constituents have
hereunto set their respective hande and
seals.
" Signed, sealed,and executed )

and delivered by the afore-
said Lake and River Steam- 1 Adam flope,
ship Company at Hamil- Pres. Lake k
ton,on the twenty-third day , R.S.S Co.
of July, A.D. 1875, in pres- I
ence of J. Harvy Sec.-
Treas. L. Ri. S. S. Co.

"Signed, sealed,executed,and
delivered by the afoTesald
John C. Graham, Sylvester John C. Gra-
Neelon, and James C. Nor- hain, Sylves.
ris at St. Catharines afore- (Neefon, Jas.
said, on the 23rd day of Norris.
Jul1875, in resence of
F.S. John, R. Currie.

"Signedsealed, executed, and
delivered by the aforesaid
D. Butters & Co., at Mont- D. Butters &
realthe twenty-seventh day Co.
of July, A D. 1875, in pres-
ence of C. Cushing.

" 1, ROBERT CURRIE,
of the Town of St. Catharines aforesaid,
gentleman, being duly sworn, depose and
say that I was present aud did see John C.
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Graham, Sylvester Neelon, and James
Norris, constituents herein named, sign, seal,
and deliver the foregoing power of Attorney
at the Lime, place and manner hereinbefore
indicated.

" And I have signed,
" R. CURRIE.

"8worn and acknowledged
before me at St. Catharines,
the 23rd day of July, A.D,
1875.

"JAMES DOUGLAS,
"Mayor of the Town of

St. Catharines."
flere was a contract, executed in the

most formal manner, between the
Crown, on the one part, and a co-part-
nership of individuals, of whom the
hon. member for Lincoln was one. It
seemed it was not a matter of doubt at
all, and that this motion was a proper
one for him to make. If there were
any doubt that the James Norris mon-
tioned in the papers was the hon. mem-
ber for Lincoln, it was a matter which
might fairly go to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections, but if thore
was no such doubt it appeared to him
the motion was a strictly proper one.
Under those circumstances lie moved
the motion of which ho had given
notice.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman had chosen to make a motion
différent from that which was made a
moment ago in the case of another hon.
member, who, it was allgod, was also a
contractor with the Crown. He thought
it would have been better had the
hon. gentleman frWlowed the example
sot by the ion. nember for Arthabaska
(Mr. Laurier), and sent this where the
other case vas sent. The hon. gentle-
man did not allege that he knew per-
sonally that this was the saine James
Norris. The hon. gentlemnan had not
named a distinct allegation, nor had ho
even said that he was prepared to
prove the ceu which ho believed to
exist; ho had only produced certain
papers w hich primd facie perhaps bore
out to some extent the conclusions ho
had arrived at. lie thought it botter
that a motion should be made to send
thib case to the Committee on Privi-
leges and Elections, and he would,
therefore, move :

"That all the words after 'that' in the
aid motion be expunged, and the following

words substituted therefor :-The attention of
the House having been directed to a state-

Mr. LAURIE.

ment, that James Norris, member for the
Electoral District ofLincoln has entered intoa
contract for the public service, the Select
Standing Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions be directed to enquire into the said alleg-
ation, report the result of such enquiries, and
whether the said James Norris lias vacated
his seat."

Amendment agreed to, on a division.

THE SECRET SERVICE MONEY.

MOTION TO ADOPT REPORT.

Mr. YOUNG moved the adoption of
the third report of the Select Standing
Committee on Public Accounts.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
when this subject was before the
House previously, he had occasion to
explain everything that lie considered
affected himself. The. statement he
made then had since been extended
into evidence before the Public
Accounts Committee. He had nothing
to add to what he had said bofore the
Committee. He considered that the-
report did a great injustice to the late
Government and a still greater
injustice to himself and an hon. gen-
tleman who was in another branch of
this Legislature. But he left the
matter altogether to the House and
afterwards to the country.

Mr. CHARLTON said ho was sorry
that the right hon. member for King-
stoi> entertained the opinion that the
report just presented to the House was
unjust to himseif or to any other person,
The object in drawing the report was
to arrive at a conclusion which the
country would accept as a conclusion
arrived at frce from partizan bias or
partizan prejudice, and a conclu-
sion that was borne out by the
facts. So far from the repoit doing
an injustice to the hon. member for
Kingston, or any other membor, it
seemei to him that it erred, if it erred
at all, in not bavinir characterized cer-
tain transactions as they shiuld have,
been oharacterized. The report alleged
that certain irregalarities had existed
in the management of the Secret Ser-
vice Fuand. He proposed to cal, the
attention of the H'ouse to some of the
irregularities that had been disclosed
in this investigation. The first was 8

to the fact that entries made in the
Pa blic Accounts, ostensibly represelt-
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ing sums of money expended on Secret
Service, were, not on one or two occa-
sions, but on every occasion, incorrect,
and calculated to mislead the country.
As a specimen of the general incorrect-
ness he would instance the first
.entry, which represented that an
expenditure of $15,086 had been
made for the fiscal year ending
June 3Oth, 1868, but the bank account
showed that there had been an actual
expenditure of $21,991 during that
period. And the irregularity was, that
$8.398 of monies belonging to the late
Province of Canada, was appropriated
to the Secret Service Fund without the
authority of Parliament, without even
the authority of an Order in Council
to do so. Another irregularity was
an utter disregard of the provisions of
the Orders in Council with regard to the
expenditure of this money. The terms
of the provision in this respect would
be shown by the language of the first
Order in Council, directing the deposit
-of Secret Service money to the credit of
the Sub-Committee of Council, which
was identical in its provisions with all
subsequent Orders in Council, and
which directed as follows

"The Conmittee of Council respectfully
recommend that the sun of fifty thousand
dollars be appropriated of the vote 'or Secret
and Detective service for 1868, and that a
warrant do issue in favour of the Receiver
General,with directions to place the saie on
special account with the Bank of Montieal,
in the names of the Minister of Justice, the
Minister of Militia, the Minister of Finance,
and the Minister of Internal Revenue, whose
certificate that the same or any part thereot
has been disbursed for the service of the
country shall be a sufficient discharge and
voucher for the paynent of the sane."

But in not one instance was the ex-
penditure of money eertified by
vouchers of the Sub-Committee of
Council. And the irregularity was
ihe fact that $15,584, belonging
to the Secret Service Fund, was
diverted from the fund and applied
tO purposes not warranted as expendi-
tulr for Secret Service purposes.
Another irregularity was the fact that
in no case were unexpended balances
at the end of; the fiscal year retunted
to the Treasury. At the end of 1868
there Was an unexpended balance of
428,000; in 1869, $3,379 ; in 1871,
-450,754; and in 1872, $47,000. Theee

unexpended balances should have been
treated as lapsed balances. The Sub.
Committee had no authority under the
law to expend thein without a revote
of Parliament. Another irregularity
was, that in the first years the sum
had been placed at the disposal of the
Sub-Committee for Secret Service, the
Government professed to give in the
Public Accounts the expenditutre an-
nually made of this fund and the bal-
ance remaining unexpended; but they
departed from that course in 1871.
Another irregularity was, that while
the Public Accounts CUommittee .in
May, 1872, passed a resclution requir-
ing that thereafter there should be a
confidential audit of the items, yet the
Sub-Committee of Council neglected
to provide for such audit and actually
destroyed the vouchers relating to ail
the expenditures made subsequent to
the date of that resolution of the Com-
mittee on Public Accounts. Another
irregularity was, that when the late
Government went out of power they
neglected to pass over to their succes-
sors in office the balance of the Secret
Service money then in their bands.
The law in relation to this was:-

" If any officer or person lias received pub-
lic money for the purpose of applying it to
any specific purpose, and lias not so applied
it within the tine or in the manner provided
by law, or if any person having held any
public office and having ceased to hold the
same, lias in his hands any public money,
received by him as such officer, for the pur-
pose of being applied to any specifie purgose
to which he has not so applied it, such oticer
or person shall be deened to have received
such nioney for the Crown, for the public
uses of the Dominion, and may be notified by
the Minister of Finance to pay such sumn
back to the Receiver-General, and the same
may be recovered from him as a debt to the
Crown in any manner in which debts to the
Crown may be recoverea, and au equal sum
may, in the meantine, be applied to the
purpose to which sucli sui ought to have
been applied."

This law was violated by the fact
that the money was not passed over te
thçir succesors in office, but remained
on deposit subject nominally to the
control iof the Sub-Committee of Coun-
cil. - 'he most serious irregularity
was the fact that after Sir John A.
Macdonald had ceased to be a member
of the Sub-Committee of the Counil,
after he had ceased to be a Minister of
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the Covn, he assii med the authority of
withdrawing $6,600 for the purpose, as
alleged, of paying certain outstanding
claims. Another irregularity was the
recklessness of the treatmont of vouch-
ers. The right bon. gentleman said it
was necessary to confide in the fewest
possible number of persons, because
lives might be involved in the publica-
tion of that knowledge. And yet he
informed them that on two occasions
these vouchers which mi'.ht implicate
persons, and perhaps involve them in
disaster or lead to thoir death, were
sent for by some ersons, who it was
not renembered. T he vouchers were
taken to the office of the Minister of
Justice. What was done with them
could not be remembered; who took
charge of ther could not be remem-
bered ; and he was unable to tell
whother or not tiey were destroyed.
If it was neeessary to conceal these
vouchers it was highly improper that
they shouild be treated in such a care-
less manner. The ieport stated that
the English law and practice applica-
ble to Secret Service nioneys, was :

" When noney is issued from the pay
office to the Secretary of State as Secret Ser-
vice money, the Secretary of State gives a
receipt under his own hand for the money
which is issuedto hin."

It also recited that:
" (2.) By 22 Geo. III., c. 82, it is provided

by section 24, as follows:-And from pre-
venting as nuch as may be all abuses in the
disposal of noneys issued under the head of
Secret Service money, or noney for special
service, be it enacted by the authority afore-
said, that it shall not be lawful to issue or
imprest fron the Exchequer, or order to be
paid by a Treasury Warrant, or under sign
mnanual or otherwise, to any Secretary or
Secretaries of the Treasury, or to any other
person or persons whatsoever, froui the Civil
List Revenues, for the purpose of Secret
Service within this Kingdomn, any sum or
sume of money which, ia the whole, shall
exceed the sum of ten thousand pounds in
any one year. And it is also provided that
when the Treasury issues or directs the pay-
ment of money from the Civil List revenues
for foreign Secret Service, the same is issued
and paid to one of His Majesty's principal
Secretaries of State, or to the First Commis-
sioner of the Admiralty, who shall, for his
discharge at the Exchequer, within three
years from the issue, produce the receipt of
His Majesty's Minister, Commissioner, or
Consul in foreign parts, or of any Com-
mander-in-Chief other commander of His
Majesty's Navy or land forces to whom the
said money shall bave be sent or g<ven ; that

Mr. CHARLTON.

the same bath been received f>r the purpoet
for which the saine bath been issued ; which
said receipt shall be filed in the Exchequer
in order to charge the said Foreign Minister
or other officer with the same, and the said
receipt shall be mufficient to acquit or dis-
charge the said Secretary or Secretaries, or
First Commissioner of the Admiralty in the
said account at the Exchequer. And any
Foreign Minimter or other officer who shall
stand charged at the Exchequer for or by
reason of any Secret Service money by hinî
received, shall stand discharged and acquit-
ted thereof, if, within one year af ter bis arrival
in Great Britain, he shal either return the
said money into the Exchequer or make
oath before the Barons of the Exchequer, or
one of them. And also, whenever it shail
be necessary for the principal Secretary of
State, or First Commissioner of the Admiralty
to make payment of any noney issued for
foreign Secret Service, or for Secret Service
in detecting, preventing, or defeating treason-
able conspiracies against the State in any
place within the Kingdom, then it shall be-
sufficient to acquit and discharge the said
Secretarv or other Minister for him or the
Under Secretary of State in the office in
which such Secret Service monev hath been
paid, or the Secretary of the Aàmiralty, to
inake out before the Barons of the Exchequer,
or one of them, or before the Cursiory
Baron."

The report also recited that:
"Under the Canadian law and Orders in

Council and the resolution of the Public
Accounts Comrnittee of May 29th, 1872. the
practice should have been as follows :-

"(1.) The Ministers in whose names the
fund was placed, should have certified that
the money paid therefroma had been disbursed
for the service of the country.

"(2.) The amount disbursed during the
fiscal year should have been entered iii the
Public Accounts for the year, as expeuded
for Secret Service.

"(3.) The amount unexpended at the end
of the fiscal year, reinaming at the credit O(
the special account of the Sub-Committee Of
Council on Secret Service, should have been
treated as a lapsel balance, under the Act
31 Vic., cap4 5, sect. 28, which, without
making any exception whatever, provided
that: 'Al balances of appropriations
which remain unexpended at the end of the
financial year, shal lapse and be writtei
off.'

"(4.) Any moneys standing to the credit
of any Sub-Committee of Coincil on Secret
Service, should have been treated as remflm-
ing at the credit of the Sub-Committee, lot'
withstanding any change in the persons of
the Ministers composing the Sub-Conifittee,
and thus, in case any such persons ceased tO
hold office, hie interest in or control over the
moneys would thereon end, and hie sucece-
sor in office would succeed in bis rights ana
responsibilities in this as in other respects.
The same rule would, of course, apply In the
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case of the resignation of all the inembers of
the Sub-Cormittee.

"(5.) If, however, it were supposed that
owing to the form of the deposit or otherwise,
any member of the Sub-Committee retained
after his resignation control over the fund,
or in case any portion of the fund had been
before his resignation placed in the indi-
vidual control of any menber of the Sub.
Committee for ex penditure, but lad not
been actually disbursed, such individual
could not, after his resiguation, have any
right to disburse the fund, but would be
b>und to hand it over to those who had suc-
ceeded to bis responsibilities."

By the testimony of Sir William
Dunbar before the Public Accounts
Committee of the Imperial Parliament,
in 1870, it was shown that the mode of
discharge provided under Act 22, Geo.
III, c. 82, for Secret Segvice nioneys
charged upon Civil List Revenue, was
taken to apply to the annual votes of
Parliament, and had been the course
taken for the last 70 or 80 years. By the
testimony of Right Hon. Edward Ham-
mond, Under Secretary of State, taken
before the saine Committee, it was
shown that the English practice was
" that the (Secret Service money) ac-
count of an outgoing Secretary of State
is rendered immediately, and then the
new Secretary starts with a fresh
account, carrying on, as the first item
on the debit side, the money which bas
been lransmitted to him by the pre-
vious Secretary of State." (Report of
1870, vol. 10, p 50.) By the Imperial
Accounts it was shown that the
amount expended for SecretService was
entered in the Public Accounts for the
Current fiscal year. With regard to
the mode of treatment of Secret Service
Accounts, he (Mr. Chariton) would
refer briefly to British practice. From
1700 to 1782, Secret Service moneys
Were issued without account. In 1782
the Civil List Act of Geo.III was passed.
Afterwards powers were conferred
upon Commissioners of Aadit to call
all public accountants to account. The
p rovisions of the Civil List Act of Geo.
II., 1782, regarding diseharge, were

fully enforced in 1797, when it was dis-
covered that £1,740,000 had been
issued and remained unaccounted for.
It might be unnecessary to refer at
length to the correspondence between
the Treasury and the Auditor-General's
office, which had resulted in the present
satisfactory mode of audit of Secret

Service accounts. Regarding unex-
pended balances, Sir William Dun bar,
in his evidence before the Public
Accounts Committee in 1870, lid that
they might and should be surrendered,
and tbe Committee reported in favour
of such annual surrender. (Report vol.
10, 1870, p 4.) In July, 1870, during
a debate upon Secret Service matters,
Mr. Gladstone staied that in future,
unexpended balances of Secret Service
money should be surrendered to the
Treasury at the end of the fiscal year
(fansard, vol. 203, p. 691), and such
balances bad since that date been
surrendered. He had pointed out that,
in accordance with Canadian Law, they
should have surrendered to their suc-
cessors in office the unexpended
balance of Secret Service money in
their hands at the time they resigned.
He pointed out that, according to
British usage, they should have taken
that course. The first finding of the
Committee, as shown in the report
presented to the House, was as
follows:-

"(1.) That the course pursued, and here-
inbefore specified with regard to the Secret
Service moneys, was highly irregular and a
breach of the duty of those concerned there-

Was that false ? Did that do any-
person gross injustice ? In the first
place, it could not be denied that the
course pursued was highly irregular.
It was irregular in not accounting for
the money as requested by the Order
in Council, upon the authority of which
the money was paid. It was irregular
inasmuch as the entries made in thePub-
lic Accounts were delusive and incor-
rect.It was irregular because moneywas
drawn from the fund for purposes that
were not authorised by the Order in
Council placing that money on deposit
in the bank. It was a breach of duty,
because 88,398 belonging to the late
Province of Canada was illegally taken,
without the authority of Parliament,
without the authority of the statute,
without any authority whatever. It
was a breach of duty, because the ex-
pended balances were not surrendered,
were not treated as lapsed balances in
accordance with Canadian law. It was
a breach of duty as well as an irregu-
larity, because the prescribed form of
certificate of expenditure was i no.
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mase given. It was a breach of duty,
because the account was not closed
and the balance of Secret Service
moncy in the hands of the late Govern-
ment handed over to their successors
in ofeie when theyresigned. It was a
breat h of duty, because Sir John A.
Macd nald, the member for Kingston,
in the ultimato disposal of that fund,
psurped the funetions of a Minister of
the Crown and member of the Sub-
-Committee of Council on Secret Service
matters, in that he assumed to deal
with mioney over which he had no
more control than any other private
member of the House. The excuse
given for the course taken was not a
valid one. The right hon. gentle-
man had no right to assume t. carry
,out contracts which he had made as
a Minister of the Crown; whenever be
.ceased to be a Minister the obligations
incurred, whatever those obligations
were, passed to his successors. le
(Mr. Chariton) held that the first find-
ing of the Committee was not too
strong, but was moderate and just;
that the Committee was warranted in
affirming that the transactions were
highly irregular, and that they were a
breach of duty. The second finding
of the Coirnittec was as follows:

"(2.) That steps should be taken for the
recovery into the publie chest of the said
.um of $6,600."

If, by Canadian law, and by English
precedent as well, that money should
have been dealt with only by Ministers
of the Crown-then t-ie money was
illegally withdrawn. If the money
was illegally withdrawn, then it should
be refunded. lt had been shown that
the money was illegally withdrawn,
and it followed, as a natural conclusion,
that the verdict of the House should
be that it should require the money to
be handed over by those who withdrew
it illegally. The third finding of the
Committee was:-

"(3.) That no accounts having been kept,
and the cheques or papers having been lost
or destroyed, a satistactory audit of the
Secret Service expenditure ha@ been rendered
imposible."

It had been held that an audit could
not be reliable and satisfactory without
the proper papers and voeiebers, and
that it would be useless to attempt to
Inake such an audit. In regard to the

fourth finding, with respect to the
Auditor-General, the conclusion stated
was arrived at by the Committee with
great reluctance; but it was felt that
the facts of the case rendered it
necessary to make some allusion to the
Auditor-General, and the allusion bad
been made strictly in accordance with
facts, and the Auditor-General was left
to the Government to deal with. With
regard to the fifth finding, he appre-
hended that no question could arise as
to the propriety of providing statutory
safeguards, in case at any future time
ià should be held necessary to place in
the hands of any Government sums of
money to be expended for Secret
Service purposes. The Secret Service
transactions themselves formed, in
themselves, ua sufficient argument to
prove that some such safeguards would
be necessary in the future. With re-
gard to a Secret Service Fund, it might
well be doubted whether, under ordi-
nary circumstances, such a fund was
necessary in this country. England,
with ber vast complications of foreign
relations, with Ministers at every
Court, and Consuls at every commercial
city, found it necessary to expend only
£20,000 or £30,000 per annum on
Secret Service, and it was surely neces-
sary that Canada should expend in
that direction a very small sum indeed,
if indeed such expenditure was re-
quired. He would say, in conclusion,
that so far as requiring the amount of
$6,600 to b refunded to the public
chest was concerned, it would work
no hardship to any one if that money
had been paid in the service of the
country in a proper way. The infer-
ence the country would draw from the
mode in which the $6,600 was taken
from the Secret Service Fund would
naturally be, that the right hon.
member for Kingston did not care to
entrust to his successors tho secret of
the expenditure of that sum, and
that the expenditure was an imaploper
one. Had it been a proper expendi-
ture, why should the right hon. gen-
tieman have hesitated to confide to his
successors in office the nature of that
obligation against the Secret Service
Foind? And if the payment was a pro-
per payment, all the hardships that
would be incurred by carrying out
the recommendation of the Committeo
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would be that the amount would be
temporarily withdrawn from the hands
of those who now possessed it and
afterwards paid back to thein. If it
was an improper payment, whoever
committed the impropriety had robbed
the State, and to oblige him to refund
the money was simply to compel him
to disgorge bis spoil. He (Mr. Charl-
ton) held, therefore, that the report
worked no injustice to any one and that
it was, in view of the facts disclosed,
absurd to characterize it as either cruel
or unjust; that every finding was war-
ranted by the facts disclosed during the
investigation by the Committee, and
that the House was dealing with a
question which required it to place
upon record a salutary and truthful
verdict, which required it to set the
stamp of disapproval on the act of any
ex-Minister of the Crown who assumed
the right to control public money and
to pay out public money, and to carry
out contracts which he could only deal
with as a Minister of the Crown.

Mr. MACDONALD (Centre To-
ronto) said ho had followed the remarks
of the hon. member for North Norfolk
(Mr. Charlton), in which he had
stated, among other things, that the
report erred in being too mild; that
the entries im the bank account were
incorrect, that the unexpended bal-
ances were not surrendered ; that
unexpended balances should be treated
as lapsed balances. le had referred
to the resolution of 1872 as to a con-
tidential audit. He had spoken of
vouchers being destroyed, of the right
hon. member for Kingston having
chequed out $6,600 after he ceased to
be a Minister of the Crown. The bon.
gentleman had read extracts from the
repoIt of the Committee on Public
Accounts of the British House of Com-
nIOis for 1870, vol. 10, page 47; but he
had read such portions as told against
the right hon. gentleman, and he had
n1ot referred to those which told in his
favou. He had read extracts from
the evidence of Sir Wm. Dunbar, and
another important point in the evi-
dence of the Right Hon. Edmund
ILmmhiuond, for forty years Under
8ecretary of State. iNor had he
refer-red to the opinion of the Law
Ofieers of the Crown. They fourd the
following from the report of the

Auditor-General, vol. 48, accounts and
papers, page 669:-

" On account of the vote for this service,
the first which has been rendered in the form
of aà appropriation account bas been trans-
initted to this Departmient by the Treasury
for the financial year 1868-9. But I find
myself unable to certify to itscorrectness for
the following reasons :-

" lt. Because the account is unaccoin-
panied by any voucher or other documents
in support of the expenditure stated to bave
been ncurred.

"2nd. Because the sum entered under the
heading expenditure would appear to repre-
sent merely "Issues or Advances," and not
actual payments within the financial year in
accordance with the requirements of the
Appropriation and Exchequer and Audit
Department Acts."

Then followed a lengthy correspon-
dence on the matter, in which it was
claimed by the Earl of Clarendon that
the position claimed by the Board of
Treasury was inconsistent with the
provisions of the Civil List Act, was
not practicable in execution, and would
be contrary to public policy and tond
to contradict the principle on
which a certain sum of nioney
was placed at the disposal of
the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs for secret services, and, in
regard to the application of which,
subject always to eventual accountabil-
ity to the comptroller, and auditor of
the exchequer, it was esseitial that the
greatest reserve should exist so as to
avoid any clue being afforded as to the
particular objects to which that money
was applied. It was, doubtless, for
this reason that the provision was
introduced into the Civil List Act of
George 111, under which the Secretary
of State was not required Co account
for money paid to biii on account of
Secret Service within a shorter period
than trece years after the issue,.and that
Her Majesty's Ministers abroad woro
not required to account carlier than
within one year after their returri to
England. Then followed a proposai to
separate the Home Secret Service from
the Foreign Secret Service, and under-
taking that the utmost sccrecy would
be observed. Then fol lowed this reply
froin the Treasury:-

" NovEnEn, 1869.

"I am conmanded by the Lords Commnis-
sioners of Ber Majesty'sTreasury to acquain t
you, with reference to your report of 31st
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March last, and previous correspondence,
that their Lordships have had under their
careful consideration the subject of the Ap-
propriation account of the vote for Foreign
Secret Service. and have come to the conclu-
sion that in voting money for Foreign Secret
Service, it was not the intention of Parlia-
nient that the disposal of money of this
nature should be made the subject of Appro-
priation Audit. And they are of opinion
that the issue of such money by the Treas-
ury to the High Ofecers of State, to whom
its disposal is confided, must be regarded
ae aynent within the 24th sec., 29th and
30h cap. 39.

"I am to state,further,that theLawOfficers
of the Crown who have had the matter fullv
submitted to them for their opinion, have
arrived at the same conclusion.

" The accounts of the late Secretaries of
State for Home and Foreign Affairs, and of
the late First Lord of the Admiralty, trans-
mitted by you to the Departnent, are re-
turned forthwith.

" JAMES STANSFELD.
"The AUDITOR-GrENERAL."

It might appear very strange that lie
should stand in his place as he did, and
address the House on this subject. It
might have been supposed that the
hon. gentlemen of the Opposition
would have risen to address the
House on it, but they had not seen fit
to do so. He had been returned to the
House as an Independent member, and
yet he had given every vote he had
cast this Session to the Government of
the day-not as party votes, but as
votes which he gave (however lie might
differ with others on this point)
endorsing the policy of the Govern-
ment. It might seem somewhat
strange that he should occupy the
position ho did, and yet ho felt that
heneath this action there were hidden
mattors that were of the deepest inter-
est to the country. le was present
in the louse as a member when the
first vote was given in the House for
Secret Service money, when $50,000
were asked for. le was speaking only
froni memory, but his memory led him
to believe that this was voted with the
utiost readiness. The country was
in danger when the request was made
that $50,000 should be placed ut the
disposal of the Administration of the
day for Secret Service purposes. What
did the Act say with reference to this
fund ? And for what was the noney
granted ? For the detection, preven-
tion and defeating of conspiracies; and
he asked if there was a member of the

Mr. MCDONALD.

flouse bold enough to say that con-
spiracies might not have been detected
and prevented and defeated. When
they considered the whole amount of
Secret Service money that had been
spent, was it net within the range of
possibility that the detection and the
prevention of one such treasonable act
might have saved many, many
millions, and porhaps the loss of many
thousands of lives to the country. He
regretted very much the fact that this
measure had then come up so unex-
pectedly, the amount of preparation
he ad before him, and which was
placed in this way, referred him to
questions and books, without which he
could not lucidly put the matter before
the House. He had intended to have
read questions 866, 899 and 939,
and would plainly say that these
questions and answers were in direct
confliet with the statements made by the
hon. member for Norfolk. The expla-
nation was obvious : the information
was taken before the Committee of
Public Accounts, and the testimony of
the Right Hon. Edmund Hammond was
in direct confliet with the testimony
of Sir Wm. Dunbar, whose evidence
was chiefly read. He had pointed out
distinctly to the hon.member forNorfolk
the discrepancies in conversation. They
were quite obvious to his own mind.
Both gentlemen were possessed of
strong minds and were fond of their own
opinions, and, as these answers indi-
cated, each anxious to maintain his
own idea. The Right Hon. Edmund
Hammond's evidence was in direct con-
flict with the statements made by Sir
William Dunbar; he spoke of the
Secret Service account never being
surrendered; and for this reason " in-
asmuch as that money has been grantd
for Secret Service purposes." They had
taken an oath to expend that money
for Secret Service purposes; their oath
bound them to spend it for the object for
which it was received, and it could not
therefore be surrendered. This was
one other statement he would have
been enabled to show from this par-
ticular statement. He did not feel
called upon to stand up and defend the
right bon. inember for Kingston; he
was not prepared to blackon a Man
whlen ho was down. H[e was not called
upon to associate this ; investigatiOa
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with the Pacifie Scandal, or with the
corruption of constituencies throughout
the country, or to question the hon.

gentleman's veracity, or to associate
this matter with the many black deeds
the hon. gentleman was charged with
having committed ; nothing at all of
the kind. There was a certain amount
ofevidence submitted before the House.
It had been charged that day, broadly,
and in the plainest possible terms, that
the hon. gentleman had misappropri-
ated this money; but ho asked any
man acquainted with the English lan-
guage to fnd proof of it in the ovidence
submitted to the House. The hon.
gentleman said this: that ho hoped
that in this country there would be no
need of Secret Service money. le
hoped there might notý be such need;
but did the hon gentleman forget that,
during the last ton years, this country
had passed through a crisis when
threatened with the Fenian invasion.
Did the hon. gentleman forget that,
during all this period of ton years,
they had a rebellion in the North-West;
did the hon. gentleman forget that,
during periods of such excitement and
such fear and such trouble, the most
delicate negotiations were rendered
necessary; and did the hon. gentleman
forget that information which might
have tended to save the country, would
not be given under such circumstances
unless received under the pledge of
closest secrecy ? He desired to dissoci-
ate from this matter the right hon.
Member for Kingston altogether, and
the hon. gentleman who to-day filled
the office of Prime Minister, fairly and
honestly,and with the confidence of the
ceuntry, as ho believed, however much
those who sat on that side of the House
differed with him in this view; he stated
he said nothing but what he firmly
believed. He wished only to think of
the office of the First Minister itself,
and ho asked whether they wore tend-
]flg to pronote public morality and the
>ublicgood when they assumed that the
en-gentleman(SirJohn A.Macdonald),

who was deemed fit by the reprosenta-
tive of their Sovereign to form an
Administration and carry on the affairs
of this country, must be so corrupt that
the money invested in, given in, and
colmitted to his charge for the most
saered purposes, ho was prepared to

pilfer. Thero was one point upon
which ho must, as ho had stated on
another occasion, and in another place,
speak plainly. His own opinion was,
and yet, perhaps, there were matters
in this intricate subject which would
scem to throw doubt on this fact, that
it would be possibly within the range
of possibility that an out-going Minister
might not have to account for the
funds entrusted to him for threo yoars,
and yet, in another place, it was dis-
tinctly and plainly asserted that an
out-going Minister should hand over-
and the word 4limmediately " was
used--the money which ho might have
received, so that the first entry which
might appear with the new Minister
might be the money received from his
predecessor. He wished to put him-
self perfectly right, and to meet all
the conflicting views that appeared on
the subject, and take the one that was
most against the ex-Minister whose
case was under consideration ; and,
taling that view, ho could not but
disapprove of the course the hon. gen-
tleman had adopted in not immodiately
consulting with his successor in office;
and in not iminediately making him
acquainted with the peculiar nature
of the fund, and in not immediatoly
asking him that the obligation
which had been incurred, should,
through him, be discharged. If
he were to fait in doing this, ho
should be doing the House and himself
an injustice. And what did the report
say ? True, it cited some portions of
British precedents that told most
against the retiring Minister, but it
did not set forth the principles of
British precedent and practice which
told most in favour of that ex-Minister.
It did not give the opinion of the Law
Officers of the Crown in England, who
held that what related to these matters
should not be revealed ; and it
did not give those views, all of which,
ho maintained, would tel in flavour of
the hon. gentleman; and finally,having
cited British precedent,which it claimed
the hon. gentleman had broken, it
closed by saying that it was necessary
to have some legislation for the guid-
ance and direction of those who miight
be entrusted with Secret Service mon ey.
Iad the considerations of the Commit-
tee been confined to the matte.r of the
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$6,600, the report would have been
less objectionable. If an ex-Minister
of the Crown who had been entrusted,
as he had before stated, with the most
delicate functions, was to be told, after
the lapse often years,that all these mat-
ters were to be brought up and made
public befoi e the Public Accounts
Committee, this would defeat
the very object for which the
Secret Service Fund was voted. He
had placed his views, though very
imperfectly, before the House, and
owing to the peculiar circumstances of
the case, the labour he had bestowed
upon it had been, to a certain extent,
thrown away. These circumstances
had placed him at a serious disad-
vantage; but if it should ever happen
that this country was involved in
trouble, and if it ever came about that
the high officer leading the Govern-
ment of that day, whoever that officer
might be, should find it necessary to
core and ask the country to put at his
disposal a sum for Secret Service to
secure the safety of the country, for
the prevention, for the detection, and
for the defeating of conspiracies, then
he should be glad that in this Legisla-
ture he had raised his voice, holding
that the integrity, and the honesty,
and the purity, and the patriotism of»
such a Minister ought to be a guarantee
for his right and faithful discharge of
that sacred duty.

Mr. YOUNG said he had had no in-
tention of saying a single word with
regard to the report of the Public Ac-
counts Committee submitted to the
Hlouse, had it not been for the way
in which the hon. member for
Kingston had characterized it as
cruel and unjust to him. The
hon. gentleman did not raise such
strong objections when before the
Commnittee, and instead of the report
being open to such criticism ho did not
believe that there was any hon. mem-
ber who was present und beard all the
evidence who did not believe it was
one of the mildest reports, considering
the facts, that had ever been submitted.
When the hon. member for Niagara
(Mr. Plumb)Ihimself submitted a report
to the Committee, in which it was ad-
mitted that the conduct of the right
hon. gentlemau was illegal and irregu-
lar, he thought hon. members opposite,

Mr. MACDONALD.

were debarred from claiming that the
statements in the report were unfair
or overstretched. he investigation
was carried on in a very different
spirit to what leaders of the Opposi-
tion had shown in their attacks on the
Government in this House. They bad
drawn upon their imagination more
than upon facts and made charges
which were largely unfounded ; but
the large majority of the House had
firm faith in the honesty and ability
of the hon, gentleman who controlled
the affairs of this country. A very
different spirit was manifested by the
majority of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee. They calmly considered every
point, and had brought in a report so
true to the facts that not a material
point was challenged. That was the
very best evidence that the report was
drawn in a fair and judicial spirit.
There was very little difference
of opinion between himself and
the hon. member for Centre Toronto
(Mr. Macdonald) on several points
which he had brought forward. The
hon. gentleman told the House that in
England the granting of the Secret
Service money was considered as a
payment of it, and that the money in
this instance might have been used to
prevent conspiracies. No one denied
that. It was roally not pertinent or
material to the point at present under
consideration. The hon. gentleman
said it had been charged against the
hon. member for Kingston that the
money had been misappropriated-the
hon. gentleman even used the word
pilfered. He (Mr. Young) was not
aware that any one had made such a
statement as that; but he did not think
that the hon. member for Centre
Toronto would deny that when this
money was chequed out of the Bank of
Montreal by a gentleman who had
ceased to be a Minister of the Crown,
and had no more control over it than
any person walking the streets of Otta-
wa, the constitutional practice Was
broken by the act. The hon. gentle-
man would not deny that this was ta
great breach of duty. He (Mir. Young)
could imagine no greater offence than
a private individual, who had ceased to
be a Minister of the Crown, to under-
take to choque that money out of the
bank. What were the facts in the cae?
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Mr. McCALEUIJM asked if the hon.
member was in order, having lost his
right to speak in not doing so when he
made his motion.

Mr. SPEAKER said, on looking
over the authorities, he was satisfied
the hon. gentleman was out of order.
When the mover of a motion of this
kind did not choose to speak at the
time he made the motion he (Mr.
Speaker) thought he had lost the right
to address the House.

Mr. YOUNG said he felt bound to
submit to Mr. Speaker's ruling, and
he thanked hon. gentlemen opposite
for the generosity they had shown at
the very beginning of his remarks.
No doubt they were glad of the oppor-
tunity of doing so.

Mr. WORKMAN said this question
was one which ought to be treated with
a great deal of coolness by the House
on account of the high position which
the hon. gentleman concerned bad for
a long time occupied. To him it was
a very simple question indeed, and he
would like as much as possible to
divest it of the complication which had
been attempted to throw around it by
hon. gentlemen who had spoken in
this House and before the Committee.
A great many English authorities had
been quoted on this subject, but to his
mind it was quite unnecessary to go to
those authorities at all. le had the
honour of occupying a seat in this
House when certain sums were voted
for Secret Service, and the audit of this
mnoney came up before the Committee
On Public Accounts, and formed a very
important question of discussion for
one or two years. After a great deal
of discussion and debate, on the 2ath
May, 1872, the following resolution
Was unanimously passed by the Com-
mnittee, and presented to the bouse the
same afternoon:- t

" That inasmuch as such large sums as
$75,000 have been voted for Secret Service
floney, of which there is no audit as in the
ea8e of other exenditure, this Committee is
Of OPinion that an account of ail sums here-

Peut for Secret Service should be kept,as i n gland, in a book opecially prepared
for the purpose, and that this book s hould
annually be inspected by a confidential Com-alI1tee, of whom two shal be members of
the 0PPOsition of the day."

That resolution was passed and

agreed to by the Ministry of the day,
and it ought to form the basis
on which this transaction should
be viewed. But what was the case ?
The late Government remained in
power for eighteen months after the
passage of this resolution, but so far as
he was aware, there was no audit of
this fund. About a year afterwards
the Government resigned,and left office
with a considerable balance of Secret
Service money in the Bank of Montreal,
unknown to their successors. What
was the straightforward, honest course
of the hon. gentleman (Sir John A.
Macdonald) under the circumstances ?
Looking at the matter in a business
way, it was his duty to have gone to
his successor and stated to him candidly
and openly: " There are $35,000 Secret
Service money in the Bank of Mont-
real. It is true there are certain
amounts that I believe are pledged for
certain settlements, and I wish to get
your advice and consent to the settle-
ment of those accounts, as the rightful
legal custodian of the money." That
would have been the honest, straight-
forward and correct way in which to
have acted. But what was the fact?
This large sum of money was allowed
to remain in the bank, and negotiations
were carried on with the Auditor-Gen-
eral without the consent or knowledge
of the responsible Ministers of the day,
and after a certain amount of negotia-
tions-he scarcely knew an appropri.
ate word in the English language by
which to characterize them, but in the
United States they would use the word
" dodging "-by some arrangement, the
Auditor-General was induced to write a
letter to the manager of the Bank of
Montreal, by which the hon. member
for Kingston was enabled to draw
$6,00 from the bank ünjustly, illegally,
and entiroly unconstitutionally. He
thought that was a position which
would not be defended for a moment;
to his mind the whole transaction was
iliegal and unjust. He thought the
report was at fault, inasmuch as it did
not deal strongly enough with this
transaction. It could not he said that
the right hon. gen leman was ignorant
of the usages of the law and
the constitution; no man was
better aequainted with the laws
and usages that ought to govern retire-
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ing Ministers, and no man, therefore,
could escape less from the blame than
the right hon. gentleman under these
circumstances. It appeared to him
that when the hon. member for King-
ston said the report was a cruel injus-
tice to him, he was a little ironical. 11e
(Mr. Workman) thought the lion.
gentleman bad perpetrated a cruel
wrong on bis country. When he looked
over the account, he found that, from
1866 to 1871,about $115,000 were spent
for Secret Service purposes ; the whole
amount voted was $140,564. Now, they
did not ask for an audit of that
amount; they did not ask for particu-
lars; but they claimed that the money
had no right to be withdrawn froin the
bank by the hon, gentleman, as bis
legal authority over the fund had
expired. He, therefore, thought this
report would receive not only the ap-
proval of this House, but the approval
of a very large majority of the people.
He hoped that one result of the investi-
gation would be the arrangement of
some satisfactory and proper audit of
all Secret Service moneys hereafter
granted. He hoped, however, it would
never be necessary to make any grant,
as he believed a great deal of the money
that had been paid was paid to
improper parties. Not that he wished
to say the Government of the day had
improperly paid it, but a great many
people got up reports about Fenian
invasions and other troubles in order
to extort money from the Govern-
ment.

Mr. ROCHESTER: The hon. gentle-
man, I think, is drawing on his imagi-
nation for that statement.

Mr. WORKMAN: No, sir, I amnnot;
I know it to be the case. If there had
been any complications in the nature
of conspiracies when the late Govern-
ment retired, it was their duty to com-
municate them to their successors.
The Queer thought the present
Ministry competent to succeed the
former, and they were, therefore,
competent to be the executors
of their business, and the custo-
dians of the public money, public
confidence and the secrets of the Ad-
ministration. It was, therefere,
entirely wrong that this money should
be withdrawn without the consent of

Mr. WORKMAN.

the Ministry of the day. The hon.
member for Centre Toronto (Mr. Mac-
donald) said he did not wish to blacken
the character of the hon. member for
Kingston. He hoped that no hon. gen-
tleman wished to blacken the character
of that hon. member; but in doing so
they would not follow the example the
hon. gentleman (Sir John A. Macdon.
ald) set in his crusade through the
country last summer. What was the
hon. gentleman's course during the
whole of that crusade ? It was one
systematie attack of the grossest, of
the most irregular nature on the char-
acter of the Administration and mem-
bers of this House-most unjustifiable
and disgraceful attacks on gentlemen
who were not present to defend them-
selves. In proof of that ho would read
from the Toronto Mail what the right
hon. gentleman said of him (Mr.
Workman) at South Simecoe on the
27th June:

"In the House, Mr. Workmau noved his
resolution with regard to the tariff, and Mr.
Mackenzie and all his Government voted
against it, and Mr. Workmau had to sit
down, having been elected under faise pre-
tences; and there he would still sit voting
fer the Government, and eating humble pie,
and point2d at by every inan in Montreal
who voted for him as a cheat and a swindler."

That was the language whieh the
right hon. gentleman used in reference
to him behind bis back. A copy of
the newspaper was sent to bis
wife in order that this might be
seen. He immediately wrote to the
right hon. gentleman asking hini if
this was a correct report of what lie
had said, and requesting an immediate
answer; but the right hon. gentleman
never answered the letter. He could
go on a public platform and deniounce
a man who was not present as a cheat
and a swindler, and yet he would refuse
to answer bis letter. What was the
natural result of such conduct? Why,
at the tirst place lie mot the right hon.
gentleman, it vould have served
him right to knock him down. That
would treat him as he deserved to be
treated, and would be the natural
result of such conduct. He could tell
the right hon. gentleman that, instead
of being pointed at as a cheat and
swindler, he had received the thanks
of gentlemen who voted aginist
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him for the straightforward, manly
course he had pursued during that
very Session; and he had letters from
hal a dozen gentlemen of as high
position as the hon. member for Kings-
ton, commending his action. As the
right hon. gentleman has refused to give
any explanation, he thought t right
to mention the malter now and place
himself right before the House. Ho
could tell the hion. gentleman that if
such language was to be used by a
gentleman occupying such a high
position, the result might soon be
disastrous to the peace and welfare of
the country; it would bring us back to
the state of society which existed in
the Southern States, and at Washington,
when one member went up and struck
another on the floor of Congress, and
injured him to such an extent that his
life was despaired of, and the offence
was not so bad as that of which he
complained. If hon. gentlemen oppo-
site indulged in pic-nies, they should
bridle their tongues so that they might
use the language of gentlemen, and
not that which characterized low and
disreputable dens of infamy.

Mr. SPEAKER said when he decided
the point of order against the hon.
member for Waterloo, he did not under-
stand that the hon. gentleman was
exercising his right to reply. The
rules of the House gave the hon, gen-
tleman the right to reply. This was
one of the cases in which the hon.
gentleman would have the right to
reply. He had thought the hon.
member was continuing his original
speech.

Mr. YOUNG said when he had been
called to order he was noticing some
remarks which had fallen from the
hon. member from Centre Toronto
(Mr. Macdonald). Ho must say,
whilst no one had a greater respect
than he had for that hon. gentleman,
he could not share his judgment in the
Inanner in which he had spoken of the
report. A gentleman to whom the
Hlouse looked as the very highest
authority as to constitutional matters,
and with regard to tno practice in
England,-the Librarian, had stated
that in every essential particular this
report was in accord with English
practice, It had Ibeen drawn with the

greatest possible care, and could not
be charged with unfairness from a
constitutional or Parliamentary point
of view. In 1872 he (Mr. Young) was
struck with the large amounts taken
for Secret Service by the Government
of the day. There might have been,
and no doubt was, some necessity for
a Secret Service Fund. But the amount
was large. On looking at the Public
Accounts he saw that 8175,000 in
all were taken out of the public
chest, of which $149,420.96 wero
actually spent. It was a remark-
able fact that not a single precaution
was taken by the late Government to
accord with English practice, or to
keep any record of the money
whatsoever, or to leave any trace
as to how the money was expend-
ed. He did not refer to the pro-
duction of receipts of persons who
had received money, but to the fact
that there was no system of auditing
whatever. It could not bc denied that
hon. gentlemen opposite were fully
acquainted with English practice, yot
there had not been one single safeguard
adopted in the disbursement of the
money. In England, as was well
known, a record was kept of all moneys
that were expended ; and ho would ask
why the right hon. gentleman had
departed from the practice in that
respect? Thon the right hon. gentle-
man at a time of great political com-
motion, during the crisis of 1873, went
to the Bank of Montreal and got com-
plete control of all the vouchers that
had been given in connection with the
expenditure, and afterwards they were
either destroyed or placed where they
were not forthcoming. It was therefore
out of the question to characterize
this report as being extreme. In
England there were two Departments
which controlled the matter of expen-
diture, the Exchequer Department and
the Treasury Department. When a
Secretary of State roquired a portion of
the grant ho sent an order to the
Treasury, which made an order upon
the Exchequer Department, and the
money was thon paid to the Secretary
of State. He gave his receipt or
voucher for that amount to the Trea.
sury Department. This money, as a
rule, went to Ministers in foreign
countries, who, when they returned to
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England,were required within one year
to make oath before a Baron of the
Exchequer that they had expended the
money in the way it was intended, for
the interest and benefit of the country.
Such a course ought to bave been pur-
sued in this country. Instead of tihat,
however, no record whatever was,
kept. Furthermore, it was found that
the late Government took the whole
grants in some cases out of the hands
of the Auditor-General at one time,
instead of taking them by sums as they
were required. In 1871, when the
vote of $75,000 was taken, it was all
taken out of the liands of the Auditor or
the Receiver-General, and it was writ-
ten off in the Public Accounts as if the
whole amount bad been expended.
When this matter was brought before
the Public Accounts Committee by him
(Mr. Young) in 1872, it was unani-
mously agreed that for the future no
amounts should be paid out that were
not audited by a ConfidentialCommittee,
on which should be two members of the
Opposition. So that all money

aid after 1873 should have
een audited, but they had not.

Ne could not admit it was possible to
get rid of this duty, which had been
unanimously approved by Parliament,
by saying that the obligations had
been contracted before 1872. Assum-
ing, for the sake of argument, that this
fund had not been abused, that it had
not been used for political or any other
improper purpose, he must say the
hon. member for Kingston had not
acted with his usual astuteness. He
was unable to understand the course
which the hon. gentleman had pursued,
if those were the fact. No other reason
whatsoever could be imagined why,
when the change of Government took
place, the hon. member for Kingston
should not have transferred the
$32,000 to the incoming Government,
and have left them to settle with par-
ties who had claims. And it could not
be overlooked that $6,000 had actually
been paid since the change of Govern-
ment took place. The louse was also in-
formed that $600 were yet to be paid by
the hon. member for Kingston to the
hon. member for Compton. They knew
what that service was, and, with all
desire to be charitable, could not
but look upon it as a suspicious cir-

Mr. YOUNG.

cumstance, that while a statement was
made as to this claim, nothing could
be elicited in regard to the $6,000 paid
to Senator Campbell. le did not wish
to be understood to say that this $6,00o
was spent for improper purposes, but
in the light of recent developments
respecting the Northern Railway, if
such were not the case, there should be
a full statement as te the purpose for
which this money was paid. The
most important point was the violation
of the constitution, which had been of
the gravest character, in that money
belonging to the Crown had not been
chequed out by the Government of the
day, the responsible advisers of Her
Majesty, but by a private individual,
who had ceased to be a Minister of the
Crown. It was impossible to acquit
the hon. member or Kingston of a
knowledge of the gravity of the act he
performed when he signed that cheque.
As was known, Mr. Drummond had
told the Committee that he raised
objections to paying this money on the
ground, that the sanction of the Gov-
ernment of the day ought to have been
obtained in some way. No attempt
was made by the hon. member for
Kingston to get that sanction. Such
were the facts brought out before the
Committee on Public Accounts, that it
was absolutely necessary to assert the
true constitutional doctrine-that no
money belonging to the people of
Canada should be expended un-
less with the approval of the
sworn advisers of Her Majesty.
When they knew that a wrong had
been done it was their duty to set it
right, and it could not be set right
without the $6,600 unlawfully checqued
out, were returned to the Public Ex.
choquer. After that was done, 4he
Government would. no doubt, be pre
pared to settle all proper claims. le
had no desire to say anything that
was unkind or uncharitable. When he
moved the adoption of the report he
did not intend to say one single word;
but he icould not sit silent and hear
an hon. gentleman characterize the
report as cruel and unjust, when he
(Mr. Young) felt sure the publc
would consider that it did not cha-
racterize with sufficient severity the
irregular and illegal proceedings re-
ferred to.
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Question put, and report concurred
on the following division:-

YEAs:

Messieurs
Appleby
Archibald
Aylmer
Bain
Bannatyne
Béchard
Bernier
Bertram
Blackburn
Blain
Blake
Bolduc
Borden
Borron
Bourassa
Bowman
Boyer
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Cauchon
Charlton
Cheval
Church
Cockburn
Coffin
Cook
Coupal
Delorme
De St. Georges
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge

Baby
Barthe
Benoit
Boweil
Brooks
Bunster
Canmeron
Campbell
Cunon
Colby
Costi zn
Cuthr rt
Daoust
Desjardins
Dewdney
Doniville
Farrow
Ferg n
plesher
Fraser
Gaudet
Gibbs (North
Gibbs (South
Baggart

Kirkpatrick

Higinbotham
Holton
Horton
Irving
Jones (Halifax)
Killam
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
MacKay <Cape Breton)
Mackenzie
McCraney
McLeod
Metcalfe
Mille
Oliver
Paterson
Perry
Pettes
Pickard
Power
Ray
Richard
Rose East Durham)
Rose (West Middlesex)
Rose Prince Edward)
Ryan
Rymal
Scatcherd
Shibley
Sinclair
Snider
Taschereau
Thompson(Haldimand)
Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman
Young.--82.

NAYs:
Messieurs

McDonald(CapeBreton)
McDougall (Three Riv.)
Macmillan
McCallum
McQuade
Masson
Mitchell
Moffatt
Monteith
Montplaisir
Mousseau
Orton
Ouimet
Platt
Plumb
Pope (Compton)
Robinson
Robitaille
Rochester
Rouleau
Roy

Ontario) Short
Ontario) Stephenson

Thompson (Cariboo)

Wallace (South Nor-
folk)

Langevin White (at Hastings)
Lanthier White (North Renfrew)
Little Wright (Ottawa Coun-
Macdonald (Centre ty.)-60.

Toronto)
It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left

the Chair.

After Recess.
PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

COMMITTEE.
MOTIONS TO EXAMINE ON OATH.

Mr. IRVING moved:
" That it is desirable that any witness

to be examined by the Select Standing Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections to whon
it has been referred to enquire into, and
report upon the facto in the Reports,Returns,
and vouchers laid upon the Table, touching
the payment of public monies to the Hon.
T. W. Anglin, Member for the Electoral
District of Gloucester, for printing and
stationery for the Post Office Departnent,
should be examined on oath."

Motion agreed to.
Mr. IRVING moved:
" That it is desiratle that any witness to

be examined by the Select Standing Com-
mittee on Privileges and Electione, to whom
it has been referred to enquire into, and
report upon the allegation that James Norris,
Member for the Electoral District of Lin-
coln, has entered into a contract for the
public service; and whether the said James

orris bas vacated his sea', should be ex-
amined on oath."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Does4
the hon. gentleman move that as Chair-
man ot the Committee ?

Mr. IRVING: No; as an individual
member.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
think it would have been more proper
for him to have the consent of the Com-
mittee.

Mr. BLAKE said a similar motion
had been made before. The question
was whether it were the the sense of
the Flouse that the examination should
be under oath.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. gentleman had a right to make
the motion, but he thought it was an
extraordinary thing that the Chairman
of that Committee should make the
motion without eonsulting it.

Mr. BLAKE said the law under
which they were acting was passed
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last Session; it was a new law, and
there was no practico under it. He
saw no convenience, however, in com-
pelling the Coimittee to meet and
report before a motion of this kind
could be made.

Motion agreed to.
Mr. IRVING moved:
" That it is desirable that any witness to

be examiined by the Select Standing Com-
nittee on Privileges and Elections, to whom
it has been referred to enquire into and
re port upon the allegations of Mr. Laurier,
a Member of this Ilouse, in his place, this
day made, that Joseph Merrill Currier, a
Meinber of this House for the Electoral
Division of the City of Ottawa, was, at the
time of a certain contract, entered into be-
tween the firm of T. W. Currier & Co. and
the Board of Directors of Penitentiaries;
and at the time of a certain other contract
entered into between the firmi of Batson &
Currier and the Department of Publie
Works, and in respect of which contracts
publie monies were paid to the said firms
tor lumnher supplied, he, the said Joseph
Merrill Currier, at the time of the making of
the said contracts and the said payments
vas a meniber of each-of the said firms, and
of this House; and to report whether the
said Joseph Merrill Currier had vacated his
seat, should be examined on oath."

Motion agreed to.

BRITISH COLUMBIA JUDGES
TRAVELLING ALLOWANCES

BILL.-[BILL No. 113.]

(-Ur. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

Bill read the second tine; considered
in Committee of the Whole; reported;
read the third time and passed.

SUPPLY.

XII. PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS-
CHARGEABLE TO INCOME.

House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

89. Improvement of navigable
rivers .................... $34,500
In answer to Mr. MASsoN,
Mr. MACKENZIE said the sale of

chains had been advertized, but thore
seemed to be a difficulty in getting a
price. It had been in contemplation
to remove them to some other part of
the country, in order to get a sale.

Mr. BLAIX.

Supply.

In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,
Mr. MACKENZIE said ho did not

think they would want all this money,
but they had to take the vote in case
they should require it. They had the
power to sell chains and anchors under
the Act of 1874. The Harbour Com-
missioners had them in charge to
realize the most that could be realized;
but, even if nothing were realized, it
would be absolutely necessary to take
them out of the harbour of Quebec.
They hoped, in about a year, to clear
out the greater portion of the obstrue-
tions. The expenditure last year for
this purpose was a little over $1,200;
it might, or might not, reach the same
amount this year ; but they intended
to clear the river while they were at it.

Mr. SCHULTZ asked if it were in-
tended to devote any money to the
improvement of the Saint Andrew's
Rapids, in the Red River.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was in-
possible to answer the question, because
they had no precise information as to
those rapids. Instructions had been
given to have that place surveyed, in
order to ascertain what it required to
make the necessary improvement.

Mr. CIMON asked for what the first
item, $10,000, was intended.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had no
details to give. It was designed to
meet cases which might occur, but
which were not at present expected.

Mr. CIMON said ho would be glad
if the First Minister would pay some
attention to the constituency of Chi-
coutimi, which ho represented. Peti-
tion after petition had been sent from
it seeking for improvements which
were desired on the River Saguenay.
Ho had called the First Minister's at-
tention to the fact that dredging in the
river was necessary, but no attontiOn
was paid to the request. The trade of
the port in question was very large
and it was yearly increasing, and it
suffered severely owing to the fact
that these improvements, which would
cost very little, had not been madc.
He believed that his constituenCY
was neglected because he opposed
the general policy of the Governmellt.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman ought not to say s0. 1-
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(Mr. Cimon) would find, if he looked
at the votes, that the largest votes were
expended in constituencies which
always were represented by Conserva-
tives. They were obliged, owing to
financial circumstances, ;to avoid all
expenditure which was Lot absolutely
necessary. Petitions were frequently
received for improvements, but they
were not always complied with, of
course. For instance, such a petition
had come from his own county, but no
vote was, on that account, granted.
He asked for the forbearance and indul-
gence of constituencies represented by
hon. gentlemen sitting on both sides of
the House, as they had a good deal of
difficulty in making the revenue and
expenditure meet.

Mr. MASSON said the Premier was
always open to conviction. For
instance, a couple of years ago, a vote
of $27,000 had been made for the
(ounty of Charlevoix, in answer to an
appeal from Mr. Tremblay, then its
represontative. A great future was
beibre the Saguenay region, which
was possessed of a fine climate and
excellent facilities for settlement. He
was not sectional, but ho hoped that
the First Minister would decide upon
improving the navigation of the River
Saguenay.

Mr. BERTRAM said that sometime
last Fall, a steamboat had stuck fast for
two or three weeks on a boulder in the
river near his conetituency. Ho
was not inclined to be sectional,
but it seemed to him that constituences
of Western Ontario hardly received fair
tIeatment in the expenditure of the
public money. The steamboat pro-
prietors had spent a considerable sum
of money in improving the navigation
of the river in question, and, though ho
had asked for aid in removing these
boulders from the Government and was
refused, ho would now again ask the
Gxovernment to take this matter into
consideration.

Mr. TJROW said that glowing ac.
counts iad been received before the
Committee on Immigration and Coloni-
zation concerning the Saguenay section.
le had been surprised to learn that a
large tract in that region was suitable
for settlement and that its climate was
preferable to that prevailing around
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Quebec. The only difficulty in the
way of settlement, was the want of
communication, and a little encourage-
ment in this direction from the Domirt-
ion Government would be of great
advantage. The land about the
Saguenay was arable and fertile,
and he hoped that the Government
would aid any enterprise which would
beneft the section in question.

Mr. BABY said the climate of the
Saguenay was very fine, and there was
a great future beftoro that part of the
country. Its trade was increasing year
after year, and ho hoped that money
would be expended in improving the
navigation of the river.

Mr.BURPEE(Sunbury)said ho again
begged to remind the House that im-
provements were urgently required in
the River St. John, which was the
principal river in the Province of New
Brunswick, and the second, he be-
lieved, in tho -Dominion. It ran for
over three hundred miles througli
British territory, and it branched iito
the State of Maine. Fredericton was
situated about eighty miles from its
mouth, and this was the head of the
deep water navigation. The trade
done on the river was increasing
annually, and vessels sailed from it to
the United States, and to the West
Indies. Last year 59 large and 640 or
650 small vessels were dischargod at,
and distributed from, St. John, and ho
hoped that the Government would find
it in their power to do something for
this particular river during the present
Session. The Local Government, prior
to Confederation, had employed a
dredge in it, but this dredge had since
been handed over to the ,Dominion.
The expenditure of only a moderato
sum was required to keep it navigable
for vessels of from 8 to 12 feet draft.
This was an extremely important
matter. He would be perfectly satis-
fied if the Government would do what
they could in this matter.

Mr. DESJARDINS said ho must
thank the hon. member for Perth for
taking the broad ground that ho had
in regard to the River Saguenay. If
the river was improved as suggestod, it
would lead to considerable settlements
in that section and give it the impor-
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lance it ought to possess on aceount of
the quality of its soil and resources.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he concurred
in the views expressed in regard to the
desirability of improving this river. It
would not require a large amount of
money to make the river botter for
purposes of navigation. There was
another point to which he desired to
cali attention. A steamer grounded
last seson five miles above Father
Point, and he suggested the propriety
of sending a dredge there to deepen
the channel.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the vessel
alluded to grounded during either a
snow storm or fog through having got
out of the channel. There was no dif-
ficulty at all on account of the water.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said Le be-
lieved that some little improvement in
the upper portion of the Saguenay
would undoubtedly lead to a large
settlement in that section.

Mr. MACKENZIE, said of course,
nothing would give him greater plea-
sure than to be able to spend money
on the various districts which hon.
gentlemen had mentioned; but it would
be seen from what lie would read that
such expenditures had increased,
and that there must be restrictions
placed somewhere. In 1868, 1869,
and 1870 hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, who were then in power,
did not spend a dollar on the improve-
ment of rivers. In 1871, there were
spent 84,983; in 1872, $2,985; 1873,
820,180; 1874, $49,432; 1875,8100,916;
1876, $49,098. On harbours and rivers
there were spent, in 1868, $8,627;
1869, $4,142; 1870, $2,'96; 1871,
$21,351 ; 1872, $178,312 ; 1873,
$351,699; 1874, $8351,606; 1875,
$436,955; and 1876, 8605,700. This
showed a progressive increase to an
alarming extent in the expenditure for
public works, many of which were
formerly wholly maintained by local
efforts. It was quite evident that they
must, to a considerable extent, restrict
this expenditure as far as possibly
could be done, consistently with that
regard to life and property which the
creation of and protection of harbours
might fairly represent. His hon.
friend behind him spoke of the River
St. John. It was important, no doubt,

Mr. Dasmug,

to the trade of the interior of New
Brunswick that a greater depth should
be got in the river, but at the saie
time there was no danger to life and
property from the water being
shallower than it was desireable to
have it. The dredge, however, had
been kept down there doing nothing
else but clearing the river. The only
way of keeping down the expenditure
was by refusing votes, except in cases
where great harbours which were
essential to the trade of the country
were to be protected. Thus, for in-
stance, for the last two years there had
been building a breakwater at St. John
at a cost of $224,000; but that harbour
was pretty much the only im-
portant one in New Brunswick.
If he saw any absolute necessity or
possibility of meeting the wishes of the
hon. gentlemen, the Government would
take the matter into consideration. It
seemed impossible at present to ineet
all the demands for dredging rivers
when only local benefit was proposed.

In reply to Mr. PLUMB,
Mr. MACKENZIE said the United

States authorities had voted over
$1,000,000 for the improvement of
navigation on Lake Huron, within
their territory. That Government had
made a proposition for joint improve-
monts to be undertaken, and the Cana-
dian Goverument had replied that they
would pay for the improvements pro-
portionate to the marine of Canada
frequenting the waters. No arrange-
ment had been come to, however.
There was not much to do at the
Neebish Rapids, and it was thought the
vote of $15,000 now asked for, would
be sufficient to complete the improve-
ments in the channel traversed in com-
mon by the vessels of both nations.

Mr. DEWDNEY remarked that the
Cowichan River, B.C., for which $1,500
was asked for the removal of obstruc-
tions as a navigable river, was not a
navigable river. He remembered
signing a petition to the Ottawa Gov-
ernment to remove some obstructiOns,
so that logs could be floated down.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he under-
stood, from the report of the Enginer
that the Cowichan was navigable.

Mr. MITCHELL said he notice
that there was ne appropriation

suppy.(COMMONS.]
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for the Miramichi River, N.B.,
for which he would like to
know the reason. He did not think
it fair that the improvements on the
St. John River should monopolise all
the money for the navigable rivers in
New Brunswick. There were six
dredges in the Dominion, and three of
them were placed at the St. John River.
For ton years he had been endeavouring
to get the harbour at the mouth of the
Miramichi dredged and made safe for
vessels. Last year a dredge was sent
there at the end of July, but it was
taken away at the beginning of October.
If the river wore dredged for two
seasons, vessels drawing 21 and 22 feet
of water could go up. Last year there
was a grant of $3,000, and, paltry as
this was, he hoped it would be renewed.
He entirely approved of the vote of
$15,000 for the removal of chains and
anchors. The hon. the First Minister
had stated that the Government could
not sell those that had been raised on
account of dealers having combined
for the pur pose of securing them at a
low rate. But this was not the reason.
In Great Britain no vessel could leave
port without having ber anchors and
chains tested, for whicn a certificate
was given ; and as the Government did
fnot certify to the anchors and chains
which they removed out of the St.
Lawrence, dealers would not buy them.
H1e would suggest that they be sent to
Liverpool or London and tested, or else
neans should be provided for testing

them at Quebec. If this were done,
and certificates were issued, he had no
doubt the anchors and chains could be
sold.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was not
Inecessary that anchors and chains
used on the lake steamers should have
certificates attached.

Mr. MITCHELL said those raised
fron the St. Lawrence were not suit-
aile for lake steamers.

.Ur. McLEOD said as far as
hi8 judgment went there was no
necessity for the appropriation asked
for by the hon. member for North-
umberland. There was little necessity
for dredging Miramichi River bar
ýOmrpared with the need for the works
in different parts of New Brunswick.
That bar was covered by about 20 feet
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of water, and the vessels frequenting
the river were about 500 tons burthen,
drawing 16 or 17 feet, and, therefore,
there was no immediate necessity for
dredging operations being prosecuted
there. He remembered endeavouring
to obtain from the late Government,.an
appropriation for the improvement of
Richibucto Harbour. The then hon.
the Minister of Marine said such could
only be done on imposing an extra
tonnage tax on vessels frequenting the
port, and an additional tax of ton cents
per ton was afterwards imposed. A
similar appropriation was afterwards
given to Miramichi, but the tonnage
dues were allowed to remain at two
cents perton. That waa a sample of the
partiality shown by the hon. member
for Northumberland. He hoped the
hon. the Premier would send a dredge
to a place where there was more
nocessity for it than at Miramichi
River.

Mr. MITCHELL said that the Mira-
michi had been blocked with logs last
year for the first time during the
memory of the inhabitants.

Mr. DEWDNEY said there was a
dredge lying useless in British Colum-
bia which might be transferred to the
Maritime Provinces.

Mr.COSTIGAN advocated the claims
of St. John River, and said it was en-
titled to receive full and fair consider-
ation at the hands of the Government.
He considered the upper portion of the
river should be improved. This was
the only claim they had on the Do-
minion Government, who had assumed
the responsibility of improving river
navigation. It had been overlooked,
however, and they had been left en-
tirely out in the cold. Not one dollar,
to his knowledge, had been spent on
the upper portion of the river since
the accession of the present Govern-
ment to power, though it was botter
entitled to such expenditure than the
lower part of the river, where large
sums had been spent. Re
did not think any difference existed
among hon. gentlenen from New
Brunswick on this point. Every other
county in the Province had railway
communication, and they had been
obliged to contribute to the build-
ing of those railwayâ ; but their
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only means of communication had
nevcrthcless been neglected. He hoped
that a moderato sum for the improve-
ment of' the upper section of St. John
River would b placed in the Supple-
mentary Estinates.

Mr. FERRIS said he did not think
that St. John River had had its fair share
of public nioney. The expenditure of
$20,000 or $30,000 a year on it yearly
for a few ycars, would, no doubt, enable
large vessels to reach Fredericton. It
should have some little consideration.
The inland counties received a very
sinall sharo of public money.

Mr. DELORME onquired whether
the improvement and dredging of the
Richelieu River towards Lake Cham-
plain was to be continued during the
prescrit year.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they had to
remove some boulders a little above
the dam, and maintain the ordinary
depth of water. Dredges would be
Font thore very early in the season.

Vote agreed to.
90. Public Buildings, Ontario $52,500
91. PublicBuildings, Quebec.. 40,000

Mr. SCHULTZ said an item undor
the heading of Ronds and Bridges,
Lake Superior and Red River route,
had been dropped. The sum of $25,000
was asked under it last year, and lie
desired to learn whether this or an
increased amount would be brought
down in the Supplementary Estimates.

Mr. MACKENZIE : We are not
keeping up the road at all.

Mr. SCHULTZ said lie understood,
when the vote was asked for last year,
that it was required i n part for a traffic
bridge, to afford facilities for a depot on
the Pembina Branch of' the Canada
Pacific Railway. He thought that the
Premier had thon denied that it had
any connection at all with the Lake
Superior and Red River route. The
Jute Government bad on two occasions
voted under this head, $50,000, and the
present Administration, during the
tirst year of its existence, voted the
same sum, though it was redniced to
$25,000 the year following. A bridge
of some sort was very necessary; and
if' a railway bridge could not be had at
Winnipeg, a traffie bridge at least
should be built.

Mi'. COSTIGAN.

Mr. DESJARDINS asked what had
been done regarding the excavations
for the Examining Warehouse at Mont-
real.

Mr. MACKENZIE said lie would
enquire and give information on this
point on Monday or Tuesday next.

Mr. LANGEVIN: Is this Examining
Warehouse occupied ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is not.
Mr. LANGEVIN; How far has the

work progressed ?
Mr. MACKENZIE said about $20,200

was required ; but, as there was a small
balance on hand, ho thought that
$ 17,000 would be sufficient for the pur-
pose. The balance due on the contract
on the lst of January was $32,140, and
$35,600 would be required for fittings,
beating and machinery. The archi-
tect's commission was $4,000, and other
items rendered necessary the expendi-
turc of $11,500; total needed, to date,
$82,600. It was estimated, however,
that $17,000, the new vote, would be
sufficient to cover the entire expendi-
turc.

Mr. LANGEVIN: What was done
with the $110,000 voted last year?

Mr. MACKENZIE: It wiJl all be
expended on the 30th of June.

Mr. LANGEVIN: What is the
$20,000 set down for fortifications at
Quebec required for?

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was difli-
cult to state precisely what was to be
done, but walls and casemates were to
be repaired in Quebec and Point Levis.
At the latter point, the buildings,
which were unfinished, had not beeni
built suitable for our climate. The
sum of $20,000 would be nocessary for
this purpose.

Mr. LANGEVIN said ho had meni-
tioned last ycar that the vote of $5,00U
in this connection was vholly inSuti-
cient. Instead of' 820,000, $30,000 or
$40,000 were now likely to be requiredl.
Prompt expenliture would save
money, as the longer decaying build-
ings were neglected, the greater were
the damages which werc sustained.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the repair
nooded wero general in their character.
The $3,00 set down for Grosse IsIe

(COMMON8.] Supply.
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would, in part, be used to build a large
shed that had been blown down some
time ago. He had examined the forti-
fications in question, and he was satis-
fied that no more than $20,000 would
be necessary for these repairs.

Vote agreed to.
92. Publie Buildings, North-

West Territories....... $30,000
Mr. TUPPER asked if this expendi-

ture was at Battle Rver.
Mr. MACKENZIE said it was.
Mr. TUPPER said he thought the

expenditure made at Fort Pelly would
be to a large extent thrown away.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he did not
think so. They did net intend to keep
a large force at the seat of Govern-
ment, because it would be flanked on
the north-east by Fort Pelly and the
main body would be at Fort McLeod
generally.

Mr. MASSON asked how many
Mounted Police were at Fort Pelly.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Somewhere
about 70 men.

Mr. SCHULTZ asked whether it
was the intention of the Government
to expend this amount by asking for
tenders for the work or te do the work
themselves.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they could
niot do it anyether way than it had
been donc.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that he thought
the Premier was committing a very
grave error in not doing the work in
Lhe ordinary way by contract. The
evil of the present system was shown
ini the case of the Fort Pelly Barracks,
wherc the buildings had been built
hastily, badly, and out of green,
uiserviceable lumber, and the conse-
qluence was that they were now utterly
'utit for the purposes for which they
wee intended. The site was badly
selected in the first place; selected
Wthoutt a knowledge of the locality,
and placed in a position most unfit to
be the centre of Government of the
Territory, and equally unfit for the
loeation of any portion of the Mounted
Police Force. Notwithstanding these
acts, hO less a sum than $33,966.94 was
to be found in the Public Accounts in
Cennection with this utterly useless
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public work ; and while it was
true that the Lieutenant - G-ov-
orner bas passed the winter in
one of the buildings, yet it was per-
haps due to the exceptionally mild
character of the winter that they had
net heard of a frozen official in that
region. Now,it appeared that they were
asked to spend a large amount for
buildings at Battleford, and it would
seem they would likely have similar
results. The site had been hastily
chosen-chosen without any know-
ledge of the physical surroundings of
the place; and it may be, when tho
country is better known, that its
locality bas been chosen as badly as
was the site of the Fort Pelly Barracks.
Hlowever, this was not the point that
ho wished specially to arrive at. The
point was whether it was botter, in the
interest of the country, to spend theso
amounts in the North-West without
the safeguard of proper tender and
contract. It would be found that the
effort to build up this place by a
Government agent had already been a
partial failure. The Premier having
faith in his brilliant schemes of utiliz-
ing the magnificent water stretches
of the North-West, and believing the
representations of the hon. member
for Selkirk that the Saskatchewan was
a navigable stream, ordered, or at least
permitted, the transportation at very
great expense of one of the boats of
the Dawson Route from Lake of the
Woods to the Red River. There the
machinery was put in, and the boat
steamed through Lake Winnipeg to
ascend the Saskatchewan and be em-
ployed upon its upper waters in con-
nection with the lumber supply of
Battleford. What was the resul t?
This magnificent water stretch of the
Premier's, this navigable river of the
member for Selkirk, could only float
the twenty ton boat in question about
sixty miles above St. Andrew's Lake,
and there she stuck and had to be left.
le thought that while it cost much to

do it, yet,perhaps,this experditure w-as
repaid in demonstrating the utter
fallacy of the so-called magnificent
water stretches of the North-West, and
save thousands in absurd and futile
attempts to economize them, whcn to
do so delays the building of the rail-
road, and keeps out the colonization
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which must take place if there was a
way of getting into the country. He
(Mr. Schultz) could not allow the item
to pass without entering a protest
aguînst the proposed manner of ex-
piding it, and trusted that this rock-
les expenditure of public money in
the North-West would cease, and these
publie improvements made in the
usual and only safe form of public
tender and contract.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he did not
admit the impropriety or bungling
the hon. gentleman referred to.

Vote agreed to.
93. Public buildings, British

Columbia ............... $6,000
94. Public buildings generally 20,000

Penitentiaries.f General Penitentiary for
the Maritime Provinces 117,000

95. . St. Vincent de Paul...... 16,000
| British Columbia Peni-

tentiary ............. 7,000

$140,000
Mr. MACKENZIE said the Peniten-

tiary for the Maritime Provinces was
buidt in the vicinity of Dorchester ; the
land. about 600 acres, and the buildings
on it, costing about $14,000. The con-
tract was originally let ut about
$120,000. There had been expended,
or would be at the end of the financial
year, about $82,000. The amount now
asked would about finish the work.

Mr. LANGEVIN: How much will
the whole work cost ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: About $150,000,
besides the account of the Architeet.
The amount for St. Vincent de Paul
was altogother a re-vote. A wing
had to be built, and a part of the
building used as a chapel had to
be adopted for the purpose of confining
prisoners. Last year $20,000 was
asked for, of which $4,000 was expend-
ed, leaving the $16,000 to be revoted.
The vote for the British Columrbia
Penitentiary was simply required fbr
its completion.

Mr. LANGEVIN asked whether the
building was erected where it was
intended, at New Westminster.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes.
Mr. SonuLrz.

Mr. LANGEVIN: Will it be occupied
at the end of the year ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes. It is pro.
posed in the future that the votes for
the several Penitentiaries should be
taken separately.

Mr. DESJARDINS remarked that
the warden had recommended that the
cells be increased to 300, and that there
be provisions for the classification of
the convicts.

Mr. MACKENZIE said these re-
commendations had been met. Most
of the work on the Penitentiaries was
preformed by the convicts, where
practicable and safe.

Vote agreed to.

Rents, Repairs, &c.
'Rents, repairs, furniture,

heating, &c............... $170,000
Heating, and Public

Buildings................. 40,000
96. Removal of snow, Public

Buildings, Ottawa...... 1,800
Gas, Public Buildings,

Ottawa....... ...... 16,000
Allowance for fuel and

light, Rideau Hall...... 5,000

Total................. $232,800
Mr. MACKENZIE remarked that

the price of gas was higher in Ottawa
than in any other city in Canada.

Mr. MITCHELL pointed out the large
expenditure in respect to Rideau Hall,
as shown in the Public Accounts, viz.:
$36,506.92, besides the $5,000 lor fuel
and light. He thought we should go
back to first principles, and that the
Executive should not be so extravagant
in such a young country.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he agreed
to a very considerable degree that it
was very desirable that the expenditure
should be sharply looked after, but
much asked for this year was for the
maintainance of the grounds. When
the pIreset Government came into
power the expenses in this Depart-
ment were $60,00, so that there was
now a considerable decrease.

Mr. MITCHELL: My hon. friend is
surely wrong in sayin.g that the late
Government paid $60,000.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he could

(OMlMONS.) igupply.
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prove his statements by the Publie
Accounts. Much of the amount asked
for now was for permanent improve-
ments.

Mr. MITCHELL said thcre was
another item somewhere else of $10,000
ir gas and fuel. In his opinion,
though ho was not able to substantiate
the statemont, the cost, including sal-
ary and expenses, must be something
like $130,000 a year.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this vote was
asked for taking water-pipes from the
city across the iýver, and up to the
buildings, and they would save a good
doal of' noney upon that, though the
original outlay was heavy.

Mr. MASSON asked what part of the
furniture and heating was for Rideau
llall.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the expendi-
ture was all over; there was none at
Rideau Hall out of that. Last ycar
they had taken $10,000 for Rideau Hall
for the specific purpose of erecting
somne buildings, and making some
repairs. This year they did not
intend to spend any money there,
except on some ordinary repairs
in the house, which they took out of
the general vote. So there was a
reduction, not of $12,000, but of
$22,000.

Mr. MASSON said he hoped the
Premier did not think he objected to
making that building worthy of the
country. The Government should do
everything they could to keep up the
establishment in a manner worthy of
the country,' andof the high personage
the Crown sent to this country.

Mr. MACKENZIE said if those
amounts seemed somewhat extrava-
gant, there was a great deal of what
might be called, not extravagance, but
nunificence, in the way in which the

Bouse was maintained inside.

Mr'. MITCHELL said this was all
"ery fine talk. His hon. friend from
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) talked about
the maintenance in a proper manner of
the house of the representative of Her
Majesty and the Premier talked about
the munificence which characterized
Ite establishment. He acknowledged

the advantage of finding a generous

man at the head of that establishment;
but when they found $3,000 in one item
alone, and $2,000 for gas, and $5,000
for fuel and light, $525 for shovelling
snow, scattered through the Publie
Accounts, it was difficult to find out
what the establishment really cost.
The building alone did not cost less
than $50,000 or $60,000 a year. It was
all very well to talk about munificence,
but the country wanted a more eco-
nomical administration of affairs. It
was the duty of this House to endea-
vour to lessen the expenses when the
country was suffering, as few countries
have suffered, from depression. It
would be botter if the promises were
torn down, and a house far more eco-
nomically built hore or on. Major's
iIl, which would cost much less. He

was glad to hear that nothing was to
be donc in the way of permanent im-
provements this year. Everything
that had been donc disfigured the
building. If $70,00 or $80,000 would
pay Jor the whole thing he would be
satisfied with it, and would think we
got off cheap, but ho did not think
$150,000 would do it.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I think my
hon. friend is astray.

Mr. MITCHELL: Will you give us
the information in the Public Ac
counts ?

Mir. MASSON said ho thought the
cause of the great expenditure on
Rideau Hall was owing not so mueh to
the inhabitantsas to the bad disposition
of the building.

Mr. MACKENZIE: IHear, heur.
Mr. MASSON said it was never

meant te be a Vice-Regal residence.
He had travelled a good deal, and had
seen our establishment at Rideau Hall,
and his idea of it was that it was badly
built, difficult to keep, and, looking at
the interior fittings, he thought therc
was nothing more than was requirod.
It would have been far more advan-
tageous for us if we had had a botter
building.

Mr. MITCHELL asked the Minister
of Finance to compile the expenses of
Rideau Hall.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the bulk
of the information vas in the Publie

Bupply. [APRIL 14, 1877.]



1506 Supply.

Accounts, and there had been consider-
able reduction. In 1873-4, $50,000 was
expended for a similar purpose for
which $36,000 was now asked.

Mr. MITCHELL: What was it in
1874-5 ?

Mr. CARTWRIiGHT: I cannot say.
Mr. LANGEVIN said the Minister

of Finance, in comparing this expendi-
ture with the year 1873-4, should
remember that at that time the Govern-
ment were building a reception room,
a new building altogether. The expen-
diture was large, as it was a large and
good building. He agreed to a very
great extent with his hon. friend from
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) in ref-
erence to this item. They were
bound iii honour to pay tho
salary fixed by Parliament to the
Governor General, but they must give
him also a proper residence, in ac-
cordance with his high position, and
that must be properly furnished. As
new buildings had been added to that
building they had to be furnished and
kept up, and therefore the expenditure
was increased under that head. This
sum of $5,000 for fuel and light was
put in the Estimates for the first time
in 1872, because they found that the
expenditure was such that it was out
of the question to expect the occupant
of that residence to pay it out of his
salary. If that residence were only
for the use of the high personage who
inhabited it, it would be a different
thing ; it was not only so, but to re-
ecive the distinguished men who visi-
ted the capital,and Parliament assented
unanimously to the placing of that
item in the Estimates. It was neces-
sary to place the grounds in order in
winter as well as in summer. These
expenditures were absolutely neces-
sary, and he did not think that any
body could find fault with them. it
was truc, it was a large sum of money,
but we could not have a Governor-
General without paying for his resi-
dence, and his salary, and his fuel and
gas, and he believed they also paid for
the water. He did not know how the
water was now furnished.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said this par-
licular item of $5,000 was simply for
the purpose of introducing water from
the waterworks.

Mr. CARTWRI0IIT.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was for lay-
ing the pipes. The Water Works Com-
missioners paid a proportion of the five-
inch pipe to enable them to take water
to the village of New Edinburgh if
they desired to do it. The Govern-
ment had made an arrangement for
the supply of water, whereby the
Commissioners supplied Rideau Hall
and grounds, and the Post Office, etc.,
for the sum of $9,000 a year. There
was a contract which had been
laid on the table in due form
for that, and they were able now to
dispense with the epgine. The water
seemed to have cost a good deal for ail
the buildings, but they found the
exact cost for these buildings alone to
be something like $5,000,and the supply
was very difficult to obtain. They felt
that it cost them probably in the
neighbourhood of $7,000 on the average
at the very least, without counting the
price of a new boiler which they would
have had to get next year, the old
engine being inadequate. The Com-
missioners demanded, in the first place,
$10,000 for the buildings on the Hill
alone, and adhered to that demand.
He (Mr. Mackenzie) broke off the
negociations and determined to make
arrangements for new waterworks of
their own, and, at last,the Commission-
ers proposed to furnish Rideau Hall
and these buildings for $9,000 a year,
which the Government decided to ac-
cede to.

Mr. LANGEVIN said it was a large
sum, but he thought, under the circuim-
stances it was a reasonable su".
Though they might pay extra, it was
worth it, for the offiQers and Ministers
themselves should have good pure
water. The water before was very bad,
and a number of officers and members
of Parliament had contracted disebases
by using it. Last Session members If
Parliament contracted diseases which
brought them to their graves from the
foul air, bad water, and, perhaPs,
late sittings contributed to that result.
The sum of$9,OOO was a very reasonable
one, especially when water was not
only to be furnished to these buildings
but to the East and West Blocks, and
also to the Post Office and Rideau Ial.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this was
for the workshops and every building

Supply.(CoMMONS.]
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they had or might have on their own
ground in the City of Ottawa.
Although the amount seemed large, it
was smaller than what was charged in
almost every other part of the Domin-
ion. They had to pay for a building
in Halifax, $600 a year; and if they
applied this figure to the size of these
building and Rideau Hall, they would
tind that it was, at least, one-hali
dearer than the charges here. The
waterworks in this city had cost an
immense sum of money, and water was
necessarily dearer than in other more
favourably situated cities. All private
citizens paid a larger amount in pro-
portion than the public, compared
with the value and size of their build-
ings.

Mr. TUPPER wished to call atten-
tion to an error in the Public Accounts,
which was calculated to nislead. On
page 24, under the head of Rideau
Hall, entries for rent, repairs and fur-
niture incorrectly appeared. The
items*with reference to Rideau Hall,
began on page 262.

Mr. MITCHELL said that the ex-
penses in this relation had amounted to
$120,000 per annum, and this was
more than the country could afford
and more than had been intended in
1867. Hon. gentlemen opposite had
then urged that the $50,000 for salary
should cover everything except $5,000
for fuel.

Vote agre to.
97. Harbours and Breakwaters,

Ontario ........... .......... $28,500
Mr. BROWN said he hoped that the

Government would see the necessity of
expending something on the channel
Opposite the harbour of Trenton. The
municipality of Belleville had expen-
ded all they felt able to give, he did
not doubt, on this object-836,000. Six
boats daily and other boats called
there.

Mr. GREENWAY said the muni-
Cipality in which the harbour of Bay-
tield was situated had expended large
sumns on it. Further expenditure was
flow required, and it was represented
to him that $2,000 would be sufficient
te protect the work already performed.

Mr. LANGEVIN asked for explana-
tions regarding three new items.

Mr. MACKENZIE said, as to the
$12,000 for Klincardine, a heavy storm
had last year torn away the
whole north - west side of the
pier. The local authorities had
exhausted their powers of taxation,
but a Bill had been passed this Session
to enable them to levy additional rates,
tonnage dues, which it was thought
would enable them to maintain the
harbour in future. They had already
expended about $50,000, and the Gov-
ernment $35,947 on it. Mr. Kingsford
estimated that the repairs now required
would cost froin $16,000 to $18,000.
The local authorities would find the
balance. He did not know much about
Trenton, including Nigger Island, but
it was at the head of the Bay of
Quinte. The work hero, he believed,
was entirely dredging. The vote was
$4,000. The village of Newcastle had
spent on its harbour $46,000, and
had never received any public money,
and the pier was now somewhat dilapi-
dated. The village was utterly unable
to afford any more taxation for this
purpose, and the vote proposed was
$5,000. In cases where people had
taxed themselves so very severely it
was fair to ask for a small sum, not to
create any new works, but simply to
aid in maintaining existing works.
The revenue of this harbour was about
$2,500. A vote of $2,500 was asked
for Morpeth on Lake Erie, solely on
condition that the Municipal Council
of the place should give as much more
for the purpose. He was informed that
about $10,000, received in the distribu-
tion of the Ontario Municipal Loan
Fund, had been placed at the dis posal
of the Council to this end. The Local
Council had, many years ago, spent
$12,000 or $14,000 on Bayfield Har-
bour ; and in 1874, to put it in complote
repair, Parliament voted, ho believed,
$33,000, on condition that the village
would give another $10,000 in cash.
The Government had spent nearly the
whole sum and obtained the $10,000.
Further improvements were required;
and having had a conference with the
municipal authorities about them, it
was agreed to assist them in doing a
certain amount of work. This village
was taxed very heavily indeed, having
expended not far from $30,000 on the
harbour. lie was informed by the
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Chief Engineer that the outlay of a
comparatively small sum, to fil] up a
breach at the end of the pier,
a distance of sixty yards, would
effectually secure the harbour. He
thought this could be donc out
of the vote for general repairs.

Mr. BOWELL asked whether New-
castle Harbour was in the hands of a
private company.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think that
the Municipal Council owns it.

Mr. BOWELL: I was under the
impression that it was owned by a
company.

Mir, MACKENZIE: Perhaps; I will
not be absolutely certain on the point.

Mr. BOWELL said unless the pria-
ciple of granting subsidies was adopted,
it would be well to strike out all such
votes. Two or three years ago a very
large amount was granted to the pri-
vate company which owned Oshawa
Ilarbour, when, he had good reason to
know that the property was paying
a very large dividend. it might be for
good and sufficient reasons, but it did
seem strange that when the represen-
tative of the constituency changed, the
sums in the Public Accounts appeared
to change. After the defeat of the
late Mr. Cameron in South Ontario, a
sum was put in to assist in improving
and extending the breakwater, &c., in
the Oshawa Ilarbour, when it was pay-
ing to the stockholders no less than 16
per cent. annually. He stated this on
the best authority. He did not think
that money could be more properly
expended than in improving inland
navigation, but it was not right to
expend public moncy on private pro-
perty, which was paying a very large
dividend.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he quite
admitted that; but ho had heard, for the
tirst time, that tho harbour was paying
a dividend.

Mr. BOWELL: I said so at the ti me
this grant was made.

.Mr. MACKENZIE said it was re)re-
sented to him very differently. When
private companies were interested in
this way they often rclieved the Gov-
crnment from expending money foi'
improvements or maintenance. He

Mr. MAcKENZrz.

could only say that no part of this vote
would be expended until they were
perfectly satisfied on the point raised.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said he
thought the Government ought to take
the Belleville, Napanee and Picton
harbours into favourable consideration.
He noticed there was nothing provided
for them in the Estimates.

Mr. HORTON asked the hon. the
Minister of Public Works if he intend-
ed to put a sum in the Supplementary
Estimates to complete the improve-
ments on the Goderich Harbour, which,
in its present condition, was unsafe.

Mi. MACKENZIE said there was
quite sufficient shelter at present in
Goderich Harbour for vessels going in.
No doubt a great deal of dredging
couli be done to advantage, but he
must point out that their duty was
simply to afford shelter and not water-
age, and the Government thought
Goderich Harbour could stand without
an additional estimate this year.

Mr. FARROW said if the hon. the
Minister of Public Works could sec his
way clear to extend the present pier
at Port Albert a little, it would accom-
plish all the inhabitants desired.

Mr. MACKENZIE said at Belleville
the water was very shallow, and it
was very difficult to maintain the
depth. What was wanted was a little
dredging, which they hoped to accom-
plish to some extent. Considering
the efforts the people had made then-
selves, it was nothing but fair the
Government should render them a
little assistance.

Mr. MITCHELL said it looked very
suspicious that the constituencies of
the supporters of the Government
monopolized the grants in his Province.
He hopod to do away with this
anomaly if the Government would
consent to give something to Miramichi
Harbour.

Mr. MACK ENZLE said this could not
be donc, as the work was not necessarY.

Mr. STEPHENSON said before this
item passed, he begged to cail the at-
tention of the Minister of Marine to the
fact that there was no life-boat, or,
indeed, any Governmont boat, supplied
to the lighthouse-keeper at the -Bond
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Eau Harbour of Refuge. Such a boat
was very much required there, not only
for the accommodation of the light-
house-keeper, but was absolutely re-
quired in the public service, for it was
well known that every season, more or
less, vessels were stranded on the Point,
and frequently lives were lost and valu-
able property sacrificed, whicb, in the
future, might possibly be avoided, were
the proper appliances given to the
Government official there, to meet any
such distress as might arise.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said he
was pleased to have this matter brought
up, and promised that this case should
be looked into, and a life-boat supplied
as soon as possible.

Vote agreed to.
Resolution ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolution reported.

House adjourned at
Twenty minutes before

Twelve o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Monday, 16th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Thrce
'elock.

IMPROPER USE OF FIRE-ARMS
BILL.

SENATE AMENDMENT CONSIDERED.

Mr. BLAKE moved the first reading
of the amendment made by the Senate
to the Bill relating to the improper
use of fire-arms. Ho said that the
additional clause entered by the Son-
ate, provided that nothing in the Bill
should affect any soldier, sailor or
volunteer in Her Majesty's service, or
constable or policeman carrying loaded
piStols in the discharge of his duty.

Amendment read thefirst time.

Mr. BLAKE moved that the amend-
'lient be amended by inserting the
word " or " after the word " sailor."

Motion agreed to.
Amendment read the flrst time and

the second time, and concurred in.

THE QJEEN VS. WILKINSON.

MOTION TO GRANT LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Mr. BOWELL said that, as a matter
of privilege, ho took the present oppor-
tunity to move the motion of wbich ho
had given notice on Saturday last, for
]eave of absence to the Hon. _R. J. Cart-
wright, to attend the trial of the Queen
versus Wilkinson.

Mr. SPEAKER : How does the lion.
member make this a question of
privilege ?

Mr.BOWELL: As a matter affeeting,
not the seat, but the right of a mem-
ber ofthe House Io attend on a sub-
pœna served upon him.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not given
the matter any consideration; but J
cannot, at prosent, look upon it as a
question of privilege.

Mr. BOWELL: It must be patent
to the louse that, if it is not moved
now, it cannot be made at ail so as to
be of any use, as the trial is set down
for to-morrow, the 17th inst.; and as
it is not probable that I can reach it in
the regular order until next Monday,
if it is not a question of priviloge-as
I claim it to be-I think it is a ques-
tion, as affeeting a member, which
should be raised in the House. Of
course, J bow to your decision.

Mr. SPEAKER : I a.il quite satis-
fied, at this moment, that it is not a
question of privilege. I will think it
over, however.

Mr. BOWELL: I will let the mat-
ter stand until to-morrow or this
ovening.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. gentle-
man will look up authorities, showing
how it is to be regarded as a question
of privilege, I will be obliged to him.

Mr. BOWELL: I have looked up
May, as to the right of giving leave of
absence to a member of the House, but
I cannbt say that I have referred Io
the particular point you have called
attention to. I did not suppose that
there would be any particular objec-
tion to the motion.

NEWSPAPER POSTAGE.
QUtESTION.

Mr. TROW asked whother it was
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the intention of the Government to
abolish the collection of postage from
the publishers of newspapers in the
city, town, and county of publication.

Mr. HUNTINGTON: The Govern-
ment bas no such present intention.

THE ENGLISH MAIL TRAIN.
QUESTION.

Mr. MITCHELL asked why it was
that the mail train which left Halifax
on the arrival of the British steamer
did not carry and deliver an English
mail for Miramichi and other impor-
tant centres of trade and commerce
along said line.

Mr. HTJNTINGTON: In answer to
my hon. friend, I will say that if the
postal points indicated by him, or any
other points of importance, have not
been served by this train, the reason
probably is because the systeni is a
new one; and if it should bc found that
any accommodation such as has been
hinted at in my hon. friend's question
can be given next year, it -will be
looked into. The only reason for its
not having been donc probably is, that
the way mails have not been given so
much attention to at first as other
mails.

QUEBEC JUDGES' SALARIES.

QUESTION.

Mr. BROOKS asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
take any steps during the present
Session to increase the salaries of the
Judges of the Court of Queen's Bench
and of the Superior Court for the Pro-
vince of Quebec, and particularly those
residing in the larger districts or any
of them, so as to make thcm equal to
the income of the Juciges of the Super-
ior Courts in the Province of Ontario
from whatever source obtained ; or to
bring in any measure increasing or
altering the salaries of such Judges.

Mr. BLAKE: The Government has
no such intention.

MAIL SERVICE IN THE COUNTY
OF BRUCE..

QUESTION.

Mr. GILLIES asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to

Mr. Tuow.

extend the mail service twice a day to
Paisley, Port Elgin and Southampton,
as at present enjoyed by Walkerton;
and if not, why not.

Mr. HIUNTINGTON: In answer
to that question, I may say that it is
not the present intention of the Gov-
crnment, and the reason is, because it
would cost a great deal of money.

SLIDE-MASTERSIIIP OF BLACK
RIVER.

QUESTION.

Mr. FARROW, in the absence of
Mr. Wright (Pontiac), asked whether
it was proposed to make any alteration
in the Slide-mastership of the Black
River, County of Pontiac; and if so, for
what reason.

Mr. MACKENZIE; I am not aware
of any change that is to be made.
There is a complaint, however, that
the present Slidemaster, Mr. John
Anglin, has absented himself last sum-
mer from his work; and if that is
truc, there will be a change.

Mr. TUPPER: Unless ho shows
good reasons.

Mr. MACKENZIE. Of course.

LOGAN'S FARM AT MONTREAL.
QUESTION.

Mr. DESJARDINS asked whether it
was the intention of the Government
to transfer any portion of Logan's
Farm, at Montreal, for the beneflit of
the educational institutions there and
if so, to what corporation, what portion,
and what extent of the said farm, and
on what conditions.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I presume the
hon. gentleman is aware that the Gov-
ernment sold to the Government of
Quebec a quantity of land for the pur-
pose of building a Normal School, but
I am not aware of any other appli(-
tion except that; and it was settled
some months ago.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY
SJRVEYING STAFF.

QUESIION.

Mr. BUNSTER asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
cause instructions to be given to the
Engineer-in-Çhief of tlhe Canadian Pa-
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cific Railway Survey to have the sur-
veying staff about to be sent to British
Columbia during the present season,
retained in the Province until such
time as all work on which they may
be engaged shall have been completed.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No instructions
as yet have been given for the season,
but we only expect work to continue
duting this season. We expect the
work to be completed, the Fraser
River and other routes being practi-
cally settled and completely surveyed
already.

IMMIGRATION TO BRITISH
COLUMBIA.

QUESTION.

Mr. BUNSTER asked whether it was
the intention of the Government to
include in the Supplementary Estimates
about to be submitted, an appropriation
proportionate to that made in favour of
other Provinces, in favour of encourag-
ing immigration to the Province of
British Columbia.

Mr. MACKENZIE: There are no
appropriations for any of the Pro-
vinces. The appropriation is a general
one.

IIOMESTEAD SETTLEMENT-
RAILWAY RESERVE.

QUESTION.

Mr. SCHULTZ asked whether it was
the intention of the Government by
Act of Parliament or Order in Couneil
to allow of homestead settlement in
what is known as the Railway Reserve
in the Province of Manitoba.

Mr. MACKENZIE:.I am sorry that
the inister of the Interior is not in
bis place, but I nay say that it is not
the intention of the Government to
have any Act passed during this Ses-
sion for regular settlement on these
reserves; but as to the precise mode of
permitting settlement in the reserves
the Government have certain powers.
The natter has been under their con-
sideration, and it will continue to
receive the attention it deserves.

TRANSPORTATION OF MOUNT-
ED POLICE, E MIGRANTS, ETC.

MOTION FOR ORDERS IN COUNCIL.

Mr. MCCARTHY moved for all orders
and instructions made or issued from
the Departments of Justice and Immi-
gration directing or referring to the
route of travel to be followed by the
Mounted Police and Emigrants for
Manitoba and the North-West during
the years 1874-75 and '76; and for a
statement shewing the amount paid for
the fares of the Engineering Staff and
other employees on the Pacific Rail-
way Survey, for the Mounted Police,
for Emigrants and any other persons
whose fares were paid by the Govern-
ment per Lake Superior Line and the
Beatty Line respectively during the
years 1874-75 and '76; also for freight-
age for the carriage of goods and sup-
plies by said lines respectively during
the same period, and statement shew-
ing separately the amount paid for
any of the above persons who, although
carried from or in the neighbour-
hood of Collingwood, were sent over
the Beatty Lino viá Sarnia. He said
he had intended to propose this as an
amendment to the motion made
by the member for North Simcoe on
Easter Monday, but, unfortunately,
he was not present. He under-
stood that on that occasion the
hon. the Minister of Public Works
said no instructions were issued as to
the route to be taken by employés. It
had been the subject of great complaint
in the town of Collingwood, that since
the hon. the Premier assumed the
direction of public affairs, that the
Mounted Police, emigrants and em-
ployés ofthe public service had almost
invariably been sent to the North-
West by the Sarnia line of steamships,
instead of a fair proportion by the
Collingwood lino. If there were no
instructions issued, he did not under-
stand how it was that one lino got so
much more of the Government trade
than the other. He found from the
Public Accounts that last year the
Sarnia lino received $3,348.52 for this
service, while the Lake Superior lino
only received $1,228.20. From the
same Accounts for 1875-6, ho found
that the Beatty line were paid $6,452
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for the carriage of emigrants to the
North-West, while the Collingwood
line roceived nothing whatever. He
maintained that, as far as the distan¶e
was concei ned, the advantage was con-
siderably in favour of the route por
Collingwood, and there was no reason
why the Sarnia line should be favoured
to the exclusion of the other. It was
extremoly important in the interests
of the country that both lines should
be retained, and that the Government
patronage should be fairly distributed
between them. But the Collingwood
people complained of more than this.
They complained that on two diffèrent
occasions, when ongineers were in that
town waiting to go by the Collingwood
line of steamers, they werc ordered to
go by the Sarnia lino of steamers. He
found also that on the 29th June the
following letter was written to an em-
ployé of the PublicWorks Departrnent,
who was in charge of a party going to
the North-West:-

On the other side vou will find a list of
the firms from wlhich supplies for the parties
employed by you this suinimer are to be pur-
chased, and you will be careful to see that
nothing they eau supply is purchased else-
where, the prices of course being reasonable;
and von will also have the kindness to send
the parties to Thunder Bay by the Sarnia
line of steamers.

Yours truly,
" JAS. H. ROWAN."

They were obliged to accept the
statement of the hon. the Premier, but
it appoared from this that such instruc-
tions were given and closely followed
out, and that the Collingwood lino had
in consequence been virtually starved.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the great
body of the police, including horses
and equipments, were sent out by rail,
and took nob oats at all. He reiterated
what he had said bofore. He had not
given instructions in favour of thle
Sarnia line, nor was ho aware that any
such instructions had been given. A
good deal of the extra traffic of the
Sarnia lino ought to be accounted by
parties going direct on the Grand
Trunk Railway wharf at Port Edward.
So far as he was aware, the Collingwood
lino got a larger amount of work from
the Governiment during the last few
years than the other; but whether or
not, it was a matter not controlled by

Mr. MCCART1Y,

himself, and no instructions had ever
been given by him in favour of the
Sarnia lino.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it would be interosting to know what
kind of management there was in the
Departments of Justice and Publie
Works when such a letter could be
issued without the knowledge of the
chiefs. Mr. Rowan was a high and
most respectable officer who stood well
in the confidence of his Department
and the Govern ment. He was a man
of caution and prudence, and would not
give an order of this kind without
instructions from somebody. Among
the mon from whom supplies were
purchased, were Adam Hope & Co.,
Chas. Cameron & Co., Simpson, Stewart
& Co., Angus Sutherland, John J. Mac-
kenzie. He had no doubt that every one
of those mon were strongly opposed to
the election of the two hon. members
for Hamilton. The issuance of such
instructions was an act of disinterest-
edness that he had never seen equalled
by any Government, and it would bc
interesting to know who was respon-
sible for the order. It was ordinarily
supposed that the best way
to get supplies at reasonable
time was by tender, but here were
instructions to purchase directly from
certain parties. This might form
the subject of a little inquiry by the
Committee on Public Accounts.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member for Kingston might wish to
obtain information as to who furnishod
supplies in 1872 and 1873. lie took
the responsibility for 1874, 1875 and
1876, but who was responsible for the
orders given in those former years ?
The supplies thon were, of course, given
ont by contract. The present Goveln-
ment had made a practice of receiving
quantities of staple supplies by tender.

Mr. WHITE (East Hastings) said
when the hon. leader of the Govern-
ment was elected ho promised to raise
the standard of public morality ; ho
pledged himself to the public tender
system. But the hon. gentleman nolv
wished to shield himself by saying lie
had simply done what his predecessOrs
did. That was not reform, or if it was
it must ho called dishonest reform, and
ho thought thecountry was pretty well
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sick of such reform. The hon. the
First Minister should be consistent and
not try to defend his acts by saying
other people had donc likewise ; ho
should stand up like a mechanic, like
a man, and lefend himself, instead of
saying "J only did what you did."

Mr. DOMVILLE said he bad been
for weeks trying to get information
with regard to the Intercolonial, but
could not. Moncy had been spent of
which no trace could be found, and con-
tracts had been given without tender.
He knew of a firm in St. John which
hîad supplied 100 tons of spikes without
any tender, which were not required,
they being kept in store for a long
time.

Mr. SPEAKER called the hon. gen-
tleman to order.

Mr. DOMVILLE said ho hoped vhen
the papers came down it would be
found that the hon. the Minister of
Customs had nothing to do with a
Government contract.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John) rose to a
point of order. He distinctly denied
that ho had a contract with the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. PLUMB said it was surprising
and very significant that when the
Govern ment were attacked,they always
replied by pointing to transactions of
tle previous Government. This was a
sign that theGovernment were sensitive
upon the matter. When the papers
came down, he hoped it would be shown
how far the present Government
had carried out their programme of
reform and economy.

Mr. TROW said the discussion
seemed very refreshing. It boded the
close of the Session when hon. gentle-
men opposite had so exhausted their
plans of attack, that they had to give
1heir attention to a few pounds of tea

ncd pork supplied to the West. He
was surprised at the statement of the
bon. member for Cardwell, with
reference to emigrants. Most of
then went by Collingwood although
Saria had nearly twice as many
boats. Ie thought the hon, gentleman
Would discover that Collingwood, boats
had a larger proportion of the tra-le
than they were entitled to.

totion agreed to,

RESIGNATION OF MIR. CURRIER.

Mr. CURRIER rose to a question of
privilege and read the following, ad-
dressed to Mi. Speaker :

"OTTAWA, 16th April, 1877.
" The Honorable the Speaker of the House

of Connons, Ottawa:
"Si,-I have the honour to state to yotu

that on the 12th instant I received notice
froni Mr. Laurier, a Member of the House,
that lie intended to make a statenient on the
floor of the House to the effect that firms of
which I was a nenber lad entered into con.
tracts or agreements with the Governnent
or Officers thereof for supplying lunber,
which statement the honorable ineniber
made in the House on the 14th instant, and
thereupon the said inatter was referred to
the Committee on Privileges and Elections,

"Until the receipt of that communication
I was not aware that the business transac-
tions therein referred to had taken place,
and I never personally took any part what-
ever in reference to thein or any of themn.

"I have, however, now ascertained, on
enquiry into the circunstances, that the firm
of r. W. Currier & Co. (of which I was at
that tinie a partner, though not an active
one) on 21st May, 1874, received an order
from the Director of Penitentiaries for goods
for the St. Vincent de Paul Penitentiary
anounting to $4,717.10, which veresupplied
in June, 1874, and paid for in July, 1874. I
also find that the firn of Batson & Currier,
of whicL I arm a inember, fulfilled several
small orders for lumber for the Library of
Parliament between January, 1874, and 1875,
amounting in all to $357, but in each case
without ny .rsonal cognizance.

" Being advised that f may have by these
transactions unwittingly vacated iny seat in
the House of Comnons under the provisions
of the Independence of Parliament Act, I
feel it my duty to notify you of the facts for
the information of the House, and to place
ny resignation in your hands.

" I iave the honour to be, Sir,
" Your obedient servant,

(Signed) "J. M. CURRIER."

"TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
FOR THE DOMINION OF CANADA.

"1, Joseph Merrill Currier, of the City of
Ottawa, in the Province of Ontario, Luinber
Merchant, who was duly elected a Mernber
of the said the Hoase of Commons for the
Electoral Division of the City or Ottawa, do
hereby declare my intention to resign mny
seat in the said House of Cominons, and do
hereby resign the saine.

" As witness mv and and seal this 1 6th
day of April, 1877.

(Signed) " J. M. CURRIER. (L.S)
" Witnesses,

(Signed), " HEcTOR CAMERON,
"" AnoNzo WIUOHT."
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He said ho felt it due to himself to
state in his place in the House that
until he received the communication
from the hon. member for Arthabaska,
he had no knowledge of these transa-
tions. After receiving the notice, he
enquired into the facts, and found, as he
had written, that the statement made
by the hon. member was substantially
truc; and not wishing to hold his seat
while there was a doubt as to his right
of doing so, ho had arrived at the con-
clusion to tender his resignation.

(Mr. CURRIER thon withdrew.)
Mr. WRIGHT (Ottawa County) said

with the permission of the House he
would like to say a few words. This
was certainly one of the most painfnl
moments of his life. For 13 years the
hon. gentleman who had just quitted
his seat had sat by his side. Old mem-
bers of the House would remember the
peculiar circumstances which existed
at Ottawa at tho time of the removal
of the seat of Government. The place
was a new one and crude in every
respect; and the special object of his
hon. friend and himself was to try and
make things as pleasant to the mem-
bers as possible. A more kind,
amiable and honorable gentleman
never existed than the hon. gentleman
who had just tendered his resignation.
Every one in the House would believe
that the hon. gentleman stated what
was strictly true when ho said ho knew
nothing of these transactions. Every
one who knew him knew that his word
was to be implicity relied upon. He
(Mr. Wright) thought it unfair after
the Government had purchased this
lumber from the hon. gentleman's firm
without his knowledge, theyshould use
that fact as a means of unseating
him; and it was an especial act
of cruelty to give him so little notice.
He himself (Mr. Wright) had asked
the hon. gentleman who brought in
the motion for one day's delay, and
the hon. gentleman would have been
pleased to do so, but he could not go
in opposition to the will of the Govern-
ment. The Ministry would not allow
time to be granted. Considering how
fairly and faithfully ho and his hon.
friond stood by the hon. the Premier
at a time of some dificulty and under
very trying circumstances, when they
might have played a sharp political

Mr. CURRIER,

gaine had they desired to do so, he
did not think the bon. gentleman had
been treated properly. He did think
that a day's respite might have been
given hin before the hon. gentleman
had been placed in his present awk-
ward position. In adopting the course
he did, the hon. gentleman had acted
in a fair and gentlemanly manner.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the bon. gen-
tleman had no right to charge the
Government with having anything to
do with the matter. As a matter of
fact, ho was not aware of the transac-
tions until some members called his
attention to the entries in the Public
Accounts. He quite agreed with what
the hon. gentleman had said regarding
Mr. Currier, and ho had given him
credit for his good qualities on many
occasions. But the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Wright) must be aware of the
ferocious disposition manifested to-
wards other hon. gentlemen who had
been supposed to have violated the
Independence of Parliament Act-
attacks which were extraordinary, sav-
age and unprecedented. In those cases,
bon. members were not to be allowed to
have trial. But this was not the case
here; the bon. member was not called
upon to vacate his seat, but the
matter was simply referred to the
Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions. There was a motion to
unseat the hon. member foi'
Lincoln without bringing the mat-
ter up for trial before a jury. When
he ventured to move an amendment to
put in a few words of sympathy and
kindness for that hon. gentleman, he
was greeted with shouts of laughter.
Gentlemen opposite seemed to enjoy
the predicament in which that hon.
gentleman was placed. The whole
matter, as to both sides, had given himi
the greatest possible pain. There was
nothing ho would not do to assuatge
the difficulty and pain which the hon.
gentleman must necessarily feel under
these circumstances. He was sure Mr.
Currier knew this very well. lie could
not conceive how the hon. member for
Ottawa (Mr. Wright) could make a
speech reflecting upon him as lie had
donc.

Mr. WRIGHT said he had the plain
permission of the hon. member for

Mr. Currier.[COMMONS.]



Mr. Currier. 1515

Arthabaska to make the following
stat enent. le asked that hon.gentle-
man if lie could give Mr. Carrier unti[
Monday to come to a decision. The
hon. gentleman told him that ho could
not without consulting the Premier.
He consulted the Premier, who
could not give a decision, but
referred him to the Minister of Justice.
Imnediately after, he (Mr.Wright) got
a note from the hon. member, which
was very laconie, and evidently show-
ing the tone of the Minister of Justico,
it stating, " I will go on "; and he did
go on. When lie spoke of the Govern-
ment giving the contracts to Mr.
Currier's firm, he did not mean the
Premier persùnally.

Mr. MACKENZIE said neither he
nor the Minister of Justice know any.
thing about the contracts. With re-
gard to the motion itself, Mr, Carrier
had two days' notice.

Mr. WRIGHT : Only one day.

Mir. MACKENZIE said at all events
notice was given, and the motion indi-
cated that the matter should be sent to
the same Committee as the other casos
had been already sent. It was quite
right that al[ the cases should be sent
to the same Committee and treated
alike.

Mr. LAURIER said ho endorsed
with much pleasure the statement of
the hon. member for Ottawa county,
with respect to Mr. Currier. His per-
sonal relations with that gentleman
had been of the most pleasant nature,
and it was with mortification that ho
mnoved in the case and adopted that
course which duty pointed out. It was
no more pleasure to him to move
against Mi. Currier than it lad been
pleasure to the hon. member for
Hlastings (Mr. Bowell) to move against
Mr. Speaker, or the lion. member for
Kiingston (Sir John A. Macdonald) to
ifoVe against Mr. Norris. They acted

il accordance with their sense of duty.
With regard to the statement of the
hon. member for Ottawa County (Mr.
Wright), he might state that Le first
called the attention of the hon, the
Premier to the fact that Mr. Carrier's
name appeared in the Public Accounts
as having received money from the
Public Treasury. During the recent
debate on the motion of the hon. mem-

ber for Hastings (Mir. Bowell) he
showed the lion. the Premier the item
in the Public Accounts. He (Mi.
Laurier) followed up the matter, and
having investigated it ho sont word to
Mr. Currier on Thursday last, inform-
ing him that on the following day ho
(Mr. Laurier) would make the state-
ment which he made subsequently.
On the following day lie met Mr. Cur-
rier, and asked him if he had received
his note. He said "Yes," and asked
him (Mr. Laurier) to defer the matter
until the following day. He said lie
would do so with great pleasutre. On
the following day he was asked by the
hon. member for Ottawa County again
to defer action. He replied that lie
could not do so without consultation.
After having a consultation ho came to
the conclusion that it would be botter
to procoed with the matter at once.
In justice to the hon. the Premier and
the hon. the Minister oP Justice, ho
might state that while he took their
advice they left the matter entirely to
him, and ho was moved to act at onco
as the Session was rapidly drawing to
a close, and the investigation by the
Committee might otherwise be pro-
longed until it might, perhaps, be too
late to come to a conclusion during the
present Session. He was bound and
lie was glad to acknowledge the
courtesy of the hon. member for
Ottawa County (Mr. Wright), who
was popular with both sides of the
House on that account; but ho had
gone a little too far in the statement
lie had made to-day. The hon. member
said he would make the statement ho
had made, and asked for the postpone-
ment of Mr. Currier's case another
day, to which he (Mr. Lauriet') con-
sented. He was not aware that the
conversation went any further. The
hon. member would agree that lie was
right in that particular.

Mr. WRIGHT (Ottawa County) said
he intended to ask the permission of
the hon. member for Arthabaska (Mr.
Laurier) to state all the circumstances
of the case; otherwise ho would nlot
have done it. If he (Mr. Wright) mis-
understood the arrangement he re-
gretted it.

Mr. LAURIER said lie did not in-
tend to impute intentions to the hon.
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member for Ottawa County, but ho
wished to state the facts. He told the
hon. member for Ottawa County, in
answer to a request that the matter
should be further postponed, that he
(Mr. Laurier) must have a consultation
on the question. He consulted the
hon. the Premier and the lion. the
Minister of Justice, who left the sub-
ject in his (Mr. Laurier's) hands, and
ho assumed full responsibility for the
action taken.

Mr. CAMERON said the hon. the
Premier had contended that the Oppo-
sition had acted in a ferocious manner,
because they had maintained that the
seat of' the hon. member for Lincoln
should have Leen proclaimed vacant,
and a new writ issued, instead of the
case being referred to the Committee
on Privileges and Elections, and the
lion, gentleman had further contended
that all cases should go to that Com-
mittee. Ife demurred altogether to
that proposition ; it was not in accor-
dance with English usage, nor was it
what was right. In England when a
gentleman found that his seat in the
House of Coinmons was liable to be
impugned, when he found he had even
unconsciously committed a violation
of the Independence of Parliament
Act, lie resigned his seat. It was the
duty of an hon. member who feared lie
had committed a violation of the Act
to take legal advice, and if his case
came within the law, to adopt the
course - which was the proper
one-adopted by the hon. member
for Ottawa (Mr. Currier).

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
lie must protest against the language
of the, bon. the First Minister. It was
quite uncalled for in reference to the
action taken by him (Sir John) in
reference to the hon member for
Lincoln. He had placed a notice on
the paper that waited for a consider-
able time, and ho had fully followed out
the precedent of the Rothschilds' case.
He quotod from authorities to show
that any member might resign his
seat on giving notice in writing of
such intention, and that a writ ought
to be issued forthwith on such resig-
nation.

Mr. HOLTON said the bon. member
bad the option of resigning his seat

Mr. LAURIER.

either by a written resignation or an
oral statement. He bad resigned in
the latter mode, and any other resig.
nation would be superfluous.

Mr. IRVING said that if the bon.
member for Ottawa City (Mr. Carrier)
had been guilty of an infraction of
the Independence of Parliament Act,
then, according to the language of the
Statute, the gentleman had no seat to
resign. The course to adopt would be
to refer the question to the Committee
on Privileges and Elections, and ascer-
tain whether Mr. Currier had the
power to make sncb resignation or not.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the hon. member bad undoubtedly
a right to rosign.

Mr. BLAKsaid it was provided in
the 9th section of the Act that any
member had the power of resignation,
but the 9th clause provided that no
member could resign while his seat was
being lawfully contested. In this
case the matter had been referred ta
the Committee on Privileges and Ele-
tions, to ascertain the truth of certain
allegations, and until the report of that
Committee was had the hon. gentleman
had a perfect right to resign his seat,
even although it should be subse-
quently proven that he had no seat to
resign, and that lie had had not, in fact,
any seat to resign for several years
past. This fact, however, did not
discharge the Committee of their
duties in the investigation of the case,
and he presumed the Committee would
make the same investigation and
report to the House as if the resigna-
tion had not taken place.

ROYAL CANADIAN INSURANCE
COMPANY.

MOTION FOR REPORTS.

Mr. BARTHE moved for copies of all
the reports which the Royal Canadian
Insurance Company may have made,
with copies of any order requiring the
said Company to make such reports;
the whole in conformity with 36 Vic-
toria, Chapter 99, Section 16,-and 31
Victoria, Chapter 4Q. Also, copies ef
ail re orts respecting the busineus
carrie on by the said Royal Canad'i'
Insurance Company, in the United
States of America; the whole in col-
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formity with 31 Victoria, Chapter 48,
of the Acts of Parliament of Canada,
and the forms B. and C. of the said
Acts. le said that a very important
amendment of the charter of this Com-
pany had been made during the Ses-
sion, and the shareholders were inter-
ested in having the reports published.
These reports had not appeared in the
newspapers, and he desired that the
shareholders should have all possible
information on the subject.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he had no
objection to the motion, but lie was
nût quite certain whether the terms
of the Insurance Act required copies
to be furnished of the business done by
the Company in the United States. If
it did, he could give them; but if it
did not, he could not.

Mr. BARTHE : The reports are
made to the Governor in Council.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Some of them
aie, I know ; but, as to the business of
the Company in the United States, I
am not so clear. The motion will pass
with the understanding that, if the law
permits, they will be brought down;
and if not, not.

Motion agreed to.

M0NTRtEAL IHIARBOUR COMMIS-
SIONERS' PILOTAGE TARIFF

BY-LAW.

MOTION FOR ORDER IN COUNCIL.

Mr. DE ST. GEORGES moved for
coPy of an Order in Council of 5th
March, 1877, approving of a By-law
of the Montreal Ilarbour Commission.
ers in reference to the Tariff of Pilot-
age between Quebec and Montreal.

Motion agreed to.

PAYMENT BY STEAM ERS AT
ST. OURS LOC.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT

Mr. CHEVAL moved for statement
h the amounts paid by the

eamner Chambly and the steamer Cul-
ticateur, at the St. Ours Lock on the

.ver Chambly, during the scason of

Moti0n agreed to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC
SURVEY.

RAILWAY

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

Mr. McCARTHY moved for a state-
ment of the number of miles surveyed
and the expenditure for such surveys
on the Pacifie Railway Survey, as fol-
lows:-

" 1. The total number of miles surveyed,
distinguishing between exploratory or track
surveys, preliminary surveys, and location
surveys.

2. How many miles of prelimninary sur-
veys, exploratory or track surveys and
location survevs have been made on each of
the followini sections:-

"let. Froi the Valley of the Ottawa to
where the main line or lines strike that por-
tion of the main line from Thunder Bay to
Red River.

"2nd. Froi Prince Arthur's Landing to
Red River.

"3rd. From Red River to Tête Jaune
Cache.

"4th. Fromu Tête Jaune Cache to the
Pacific Coast.

"5th. All surveys made on Vancoaver's
Island.

"3. The cost of the above descriptions of
surveys between each of the above points."

Mr. MACKENZIE: Of course, as
I stated formerly when the subject
came up about a similar matter, the
exact cost cannot possibly be given,
but only an approximate estimate of
the cost of the particular classes of
the surveys. One survey may bo very
costly and another very cheap, ant as
the cost, 1 presume, is not divided up or
an account kept regarding each party,
it will be utterly impossible to give
more than an approximate statement.

Motion agreed to.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
SION.

COMMIS.

MOTION FOR ACCOUINTANT'S REPORT.

Mr. McCALLUM moved for a copy
of tbe report, memorandum, or minute
made by the accountant who assisted at
the investigation by the Royal Com-
missioners into the alfairs of tho
Northern Railway Company of
Canada.

Mr. MACKENZIE : 1 have to ask
the hon. gentleman to withdraw his
motion. I have already stated, in re-
ply to a question from the hon. mem-
ber, that there was no formal report
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that could bo presented to the House,
but morely certain letters and memo-
randa which were for the private in-
formation of the Government. I must
ask him, therefore, to withdraw bis
motion.

Mr. McCALLUM said he thought it
very dosirable that this memorandum
should be laid before the House. It
had been propared by a public officer,
paid for out ofthe public money, and it
was desirable to have it, as ho believed
that it would throw considerable light
on the question of the settlement with
the Govern ment by the Northern Rail-
way Company of Canada. When the
Committee to enquire into the Com-
pany's affairs was struek, ho believed
the Minister of Justice said that if ho
(Mr. Blake) had had information that
the Company vas as able to pay as had
turned out to bc the case, they would
have made a botter sottiement; and
ho understood that this memorandum
would show that the Government
was in possession of information
at that time, which exhibited the exact
position of the Company, but had not
acted upon it. This was his informa-
tion. Of course, if it was insisted upon,
he might as well withdraw his motion,
for, if ho did not, it would be voted
downî.

Mr. BOWELL said ho had been led
to believe that this report had been
made and handed to the Chairman of
the Royal Commission appointed to
investigate into the affairs of the Com-
pany; and also that this professional
accountant who was in the employ of
the Government, had been sent by the
Government to assist and aid in un-
ravelling the mysteries which were
supposed to surround the Company's
accounts. He understood that the
report of this employé had been placed
in the hands of the Chairman of the
Commission, and by him, he supposed,
sent to the Govern ment, upon which, ho
presumed, they acted, when they
decided to carry out the provisions cf
the law which enabled them to accept
the £100,000 st.g., in lieu of ail the
claims of the Government. What ho
thought the hon. member desired to
ascertain, and what lie considered the
louse as well as the country was on-

titled to, was to know whether there

Mr. MACKENZIE.

was anything in this report made by
that professional accountant which
w.ould justify the Government in
refusing to carry out the terms
of the law as te the settle-
ment with the railway company.
It had, ho knew, been the rule in
the past, that when the leader of the
Government stated that a report was
private and confidential, a member of
the House should withdraw such a
motion. This memorandum, he had
good reason to believe, occupied some
twenty or thirty pages, and contained
a full report of the results at which the
accountant had arrived after an inves-
tigation into certain papers and docu
ments placed in his hands by the Rail-
way authorities under the instruction
of the Commission. Not having seen
the report, of course, they could not
understand why thore should be any
objection to its being laid before Par-
liament. If it contained the informa-
tion ho had been led to believe was the
case, ho thought that the bouse would
be justified in doing precisely what it
did in 1873, and refuse to pass any Bill
to aid the railway or give it any further
advantages until the indebtedness to
the Government had been paid. What
was, moreover, of importance was that
the original shareholders should be
placed in a botter position. It was
quite clear that the management of the
road had been such as to debar the
original shareholders from participat-
ing in any of the profits whatever, and if
Parliament could, by any means, or by
any information placed in its powel,
put these shareholders in a better
position than they had heretofore
occupied, or if the information col-
tained in this memorandum or report
was of such a character as to justify
Parliament in compelling the bond-
holders to give to the shareholdors
certain rights and privileges which
they had not heretofore, so as to
receivo some return for the mnoney
they had invested in tho undertaking",
then ho thought it was not onlY pro-
per but necessary that this informalltio'n
should be laid bofore Parliament so that
they might be enabled to judge its COn:
tents, and act accordingly whon thce
caine to legislate on the Bill that was
to bo submitted.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he ha
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already told the hon gentleman, or the
louse at least, that ho had been

advised by the Department of Justice,
that none of the irregularities which
bad been gradually brought to light
during the year would justify the
Government in refusing to receive the
money prescribed in the Act of 1875,
so that no report or memorandum of
any person whatever could have any
possible effect in this regard. As to
the report bringing to light any-
thing else, he was not aware that it
did. There were several letters, ono
very long document and several shorter
ones, some of them being communi-
cations sent to himself and others to
the Commissioners; but there was
nothing in them that could, by any
possibility, affect the question that the
flouse had bad to decide, or rather
had previously decided. Some were
confidential papers, intended purely
for the service and consideration of
the Government. His bon. friend
(Mr. Cartwright) reminded him that
the hon. gentleman had said that this
was the result of an investigation into
the books of the Company.

Mr. BOWELL: I did not say that.
I mentioned such papers as had
been placed in the possession of the
accountant, who I know had no access
to the books.

iMr. MACKENZIE said they had bad
all these papers in their own possession.
The memorandum was merely a com-
pilation of figures about certain mat-
ters that had no possible bearing on
the question.

Mr. McCARTHY said that this
accountant had been examined before
tie Northern Railway Committeu. He
sulpposed that ho was not then at
liberty to refer to any statement this
Witness had made, but he rose merely
to suggest the adjournment of' the
debate until the report as to the cvi-
dence was submitted to the Ilouse,
which would then b able to judge
whether the statement made before the
Coimittee was such as would warrant
the calling for the report or memoran-
dum, or whatever it might be. le
'inoved that the debate be adjourned
until the report of the Committee came
down.

Mr. BLAKE : It is not in order.
Motion negatived on a division.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. BERTRAMi moved for a return
of-

"All monthly measurerments and estinates
for the various kinds of work done on Sec-
tion No. 16, Intercolonial Railwav, while
under contract to Messrs. King & Gough, and
subsequently under contract to J. C. dough,
showing the actual quantities and kinds of
work executed and returned, the ainounts
made out for sane at schedule rates for each
month by the Divisional Engineer in charge,
and the rnount for each month respectively
certified by the Chief Engineer of the Rail-
way, or paid by the Cominissioners of the
Railway, and paid to the contractors or con-
tractor or their agents.

" The amounts of all surns oi'money paid by
or through the Government, or its agents on
behalf of, or in liquidation of debts due v
the firm of King & Gough, or J. C. Gough,
on account of contract on Section No. 16, to
whom paid, on whose authority the sums
were paid, and the nature and extent of the
service or work done therefor after the con-
tract lad been taken by the Governrnent
fron J. C. Gough.

"I he quantities of work donc by the Gov-
ernment or its agents after the contract lad
been taken fron J. C. Gough, showing the
monthly estinates for the varions kinds of
work actually done, and the amounts of'
money paid for such work and to whon
paid.

" The niumber of structures now built in first
and second class masonrv, paving, etc., ini
each, and the extent of the opening or water-
way of each structure now on the section,
the quantity of rip-rap done on the section,
of concrete used, the quantity or length of
fencing done, cattle guards built, with the
items of cost for each.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had no
objection to the motion passing, but it
was so very particular in its terms that
there might be some difficulty in con-
plying literally with it. Thq work
donc after the contract was taken away
from Messrs. King & Gougli was prob-
ably net measured. He thought they
could only give the measurement of
the work donc by the cont ractors and
deduct that from the total quantities.
Tho work donc by the Governmont
was paid for by day wages, and the
mon were also paid large airears due
them for actual labour performod.
They would make the returin as intelli-
gible as possible.

Motion agreed to.
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SUNDAY TRAFFIC ON CANALS.

RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Mr. BROUSE moved:-
" That it be resolved that for the better

observance of the Lord's Day and in the in-
terests of' norality-vessels propelled by
steam and carrying passengers, may be de-
tained froin proceeding on their voyage
through the Canais frein the hour of 6 a.m.
until the hour of 9 o'clock p.n. on the Sab-
bath day."

Mr. MACDONALD (Cornwall) said
the motion made by the hon. member
fbr South Grerville, if carried and acted
upon, would have the effect of changing
the present regulations in force on the
Cornwall Canal, and, ho thought, not in
the interest of morality. Two years
ago a prominent gentleman of Corn-
wall determined to put a stop to the
Sunday labour thon performed on the
Cornwall Canal ; but, before taking
proceedings, made known to the
Superintendent his intention, who
communicated with the Commissioner
ut Publie Works, who gave direc-
tions that the Canal should be closed
from 12 o'clock Saturday night
until 12 o'clock on Sunday night,
which orders had ever since been
strictly adhered te. It had been stated
that detention of vessels at the en-
trance of the Canal during the Sab-
bath had the effect of demoralizing tire
boat men. It was, however, not within
his knowledge that such was the case;
on the contrary, with the best oppor-
tunity of observing, ho had not known
a case of drunkenness or any other in-
morality. He (Mr. Macdonald) con-
sidered it unfair te make the Canal
employees return to the old system of
infringing upon the Sabbath, and for
that reason ho hoped the motion of
the hon. member for South Grenville
would hot carry.

M1r. MACKENZIE said this was one
of those matters on which he would be
very glad to get the opinion of the
House. A great many suggestions
were continually made to him as to the
time when canal traffie should com-
mence and coase.

Sir JOHN A. MACDOINALD: What
is the oractice now ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Welland
Canal ?as absolutely shut on Sundays.

Mr. -MACKENZIE.

On some of the Lower Canadian canais,
vessels were allowed to pass through
by daylight, and others were kept open
all the time. There was great difficulty
in regulating this matter. Sometines
a perishable cargo would be brought
up, and a special order had to be pro-
cured to prevent its detention. It was
the desire of the Government, as far as
possible, to conform to publie opinion
where it did not involve a wilful vio-
lation of Sunday observance. le
thought it would be a calamity to have
the canals open during the day,
although it had been argued that the
present system led to disturbances by
the sai lors.

Mr. LANGEVIN said when ho was
at the Lead of the Department of
Public Works. numorous requests were
made for the closing of the canals on
Sundays. He tried te satisfy thatpor-
tion of the publie who made the de-
mand; and il the canals were not closed
altogether, they were used as little as
possible. le agreed with the hon. the
Minister of Public Works that the sub-
ject was a difficult one te deal with. If
any rule was adopted, he thought it
should be that no vessel should be
allowed te enter the canal between
certain hours, but that any vessel in the
canal at the time should be allowed to go
through.

Mr. BROUSE said he had not
intended to make any remarks, because
he thought the motion would speak for
itself. On a former occasion he pre-
sented a petition signed by eighty
captains of vessels using the Welland
Canal, which stated that it would tend
te the better observance of the Sabbath,
and also in the interests of morality,
if they were allowed to have control of
their men during the hours of daylight
on Suudays. Frequently the mon went
on shore and indulged in liquor to a
large extent, and instead of the vessels
proceeding on their voyage at twelve
at night they were delayed until tweve
o'clock next day. I cost large ainounts
to run some cf the vessels using the
canal, and every encouragement stould
be given to the persons who invested
their money in the carrying trade.
But he had a higher motive in being-
ing up this matter, which was to sccule
the botter observance of the Sabbath.
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At Williamsburg and Edwardsburg,
canal boats proceeded through all day,
and the men had no opportunity of
attending church. At the Welland
Canal, on the contrary, boats were pre-
vented from passing. He had intro-
duced the resolution with the view of
making the system uniform.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
be thought this was a matter which
ought to be left in the hands of the
Government. It was a matter of ad-
ministration and not of local legisla-
tion. There were very many consider-
ations involved. Of course, every one
would agree that the sanctity of the
Sabbath should be observed as much as
possible. Still it was impossible to
frame a bard and fast rule. Every
vessel might have its own circumstan-
ees. The nature of the freight might
be such that it would not be safe to
detain it. In fact there might be a
hundred diffèrent considerations which
the House could not weigh or know.
It was to the high credit of the First
Minister that he was known to possess
very rigid views on this important
matter of the strict observance of the
Sabbath. The hon. gentleman would
certainly be safe in lcaving the matter
in the hands of tho First Minister,
especially as canals came particularly
under his jurisdiction.

Mr. HOLTON agreed with the view
of the right hon. member for Kingston.
lie did not think it advisable that the
matter should be pressed to a vote.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdrawn.

RAILWAY COMPANIES TRAFFIC
RATES BIL L.

FIRST READING.

Mr. IRVING moved :
" That the House do now resolve itself into

a CoInittee of the Whole to consider the
toUowing resolution :-

"That it is expedient to make provision
for the more effectual securing the observ-
ae by railway companies of the law re-

quinng equality of treatment in the manage-
luent of traffie and imposition of rates and
tolls; and more especially the due observ-
ance of the requirements of sub-section 2 of
section 48, and of section 12 of the Railway
Act Of 1868; and to vest in the Exchequercourt Of Canada the power necessary for e n-

et a' rcig such observance."
96

lie said ho desired to call attention
to the subject of the collection of tolls
by railway companies, and their non-
observance of the spirit of the law
bearing upon that subject, which was
contained in two parts of the Railway
Act. In one part of the Act it said
that the same toll should be payable
at the same time and under the
same circumstances upon all goods and
by all persons, so that no undue advan-
tage, privilege or monopoly may be
afforded to any person or class of per-
sons, by any by-law relating to the
tolls. In another place it stated that
railway companies must afford each
other every facility for the forwarding
of traffic, without preference or favour;
and shall not give or continue any pre-
ference or advantage or any favour to
any particular company, or any par-
ticular description of traffie, etc. As
ho understood it, this law was practi-
cally disregarded. Notwithstanding
the very great injustice to the com.
mercial class, they were unable to
bring about any charge. During the
last 25 years in which railways had
been in operation in Ontario, ho was
not aware of but three cases in which
this question had been discussed. It
was beyond the reach of individual
merchants to bring railway companies
to book in reference to the difficulties
which they experience, on account of
the great expense in comparison with
what might only be a small item in
itself, but which, in a year, would
aggregate to something considerable.
So, practically, there was no remedy
whatever. In past Sessions, efforts had
been made by hon. members to bring
this matter before the attention of Par-
Hument and the difficultythat had been
met with was, that it was thought that
if Parliament made any change in
reference to tolls, it would be an inter-
forence with the vested rights of the
bond-holders and capitalists interested
in railways. The same difficulty had
presented itself to him; but in recent
times legislation in England bad suc-
cessfully got over that difficulty by
means of giving to the public a com-
plete remedy whereby complaints
could be adjudicated and arranged at a
very trifling expense, without undue
interference to the railways at the
same time. As illustrating the evil, he
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would point out that flour was not
carried at as cheap rates from Ontario
to the Maritime Provinces as it was
from Chicago. This discrimination
interfered with the progress of Cana-
dian trade while it was also a disregard
of the law. Were the law carried out
it would be a greater protection to the
Canadian miller than an extra duty on
each barrel of flour.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.
Mr. IRVING resumed. He said in

another instance. it was declared to be
an undue preference where a railway
company, with the olject of discourag-
ing the construction of a competent
line, carried slate f'or certain quarry
owners, who agreed to send all their
slate over the railway company's line
for a fixed number of years at a less
rate than they charged for the same
service to the compîlainant quarry
owners, who were offered, but refused,
to bind themselves by such an agree-
ment. Another instance, which was
the last ho should bring to the notice
of the House, was where rebates were
allowed to brewers at certain rates,
and rebates also to timbor merichants
by the same railway company-a
case where Commissioners directed a
change in the rebate with regard to
assimilating such rebates when amount
charged seemed not proportioned
to the services rendered. These
several restrictions wore no more
than imposing on the railway com-
pany obligations to carry ont the
existing law ; and none of the
decisions 'which had ben given inter-
fered with the principle that a railway
company might fhirly discriminate
between those classes ot trades which
gave so large an amount of business,
and those classes of trades which only
employed them to a moderate and a
very much less extent. In view of the
probability of amalgamation which, ho
need hardly say, almost always
followed upon railway extension, the
larger railway companies swallowed up
the smaller ones, and probably even con
templated amalgamation themselves.
it was all the more necessary that the

Mr. IRviN.,

country generally should understand
the condition of the law, and the
remedies to which they were entitled,
and which it was the duty of the
Legislature to provide. The rail-
way companies, for over twenty-five
years, have been struggling with
through traffic, at very low rates, to the
injury of the local traffic, which was
carried at much higher rates; and
after twenty-five years' experience in
the country, look at the result of the
railway policy by which they then-
selves governed their business. le
thought that it was not stating the
result too strongly against them by
saying that their management had not
been by any means successful. Their
own proprietor - in England were not
satisfied with the difference they had
made in struggling for through traffic.
He might quote a very few words from
one of the leading stockholders of the
Grand Trunk Railway, at the recent
meeting in England, in which he very
properly, as ho (Mr. Irving) thought,
pointed out that a great part of the
difficulties and want of success in the
Grand Trunk Railway Company was,
that they had been struggling and
striving to make money on through
traffic at prices which were inadoquato
to pay their working expenses. This
proninent propriotor told the share-
holders themselves that the rcason
their management had not succoded
was, that they had been struggling for
prices far inadequate to the services
they were called upon to perfori.
The same company which charged 1c.
per ton per mile, or even less, for
through traffic, thought nothing of
charging 5c. or more for local traffic.
The reason was that if the railwaY
companies took the same trouble tO
develope the local trattic that they
took in regard to through traffic, Ihey
would, in the long run, have done
botter for theoir shareholders. They
liad pushed this discrimination in
respect to large traffie-that was,
through traffic, instead of the sinalIer-
that was, local traffie, far beyond and
contrary to the laws under which they
were chartered; and, inasmuch as the
Imperial Parliament had checked and,
within legal bounds, modified the ex
orcise of the powers of railway Com-
panies in collecting tolls, so ought this
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Parliament in the same way erect a
tribunal to examine into such cases as
were unreasonable and modify them
in a like degree. Ie would propose
that it should be-and this was taking
up the spirit of the English Act-in
the power of the municipality, or
corporation, or of ten traders in any
locality, or of a Board of Trade, to
propose rates that, under the circum-
stances, would be fair; and if those
rates were not acquiesced in, that they
should be referred to this tribunal for
determination and decision. That was
the principle which now governed those
questions in England. Where there
was a large railway with a large through
traffic, and a small railway having
local trafic which served a particular
neighbourhood, or where there was a
-railway which touched a particular
point at which there was no competing
railway, the trades at these competing
points were wholly at the mercy of
the larger railway company. When
the small company proposed to the
larger company a reasonable rate, if it
were accepted the matter ended . if
the larger company did not
accept the rate tendered it, it
was referred. to a tribunal for a
decision. Hl had somewhat modified
theEnglish law on the subject, because
he had proposed in the Bill, which he
hoped might be allowed to pass, found-
ed upon these resolutions, to guard
against anything which might be call-
ed vexatious as against the railway
companies. le proposed that no one
sbould be able to commence a suit
without baving an order from a Judge
of one of the local Courts, that it was a
very reasonable case which should be
brought before the tri bunal. That, he
thought, would impose a fair safe-
guard in favour of the railway com-
panies. To what tribunal would it be
fair and convenient to have these
matters referred? At the present
time some objections, which he had
pointed out, were supposed to exist
in regard to cases being dealt
with by Justices of the Peace sum-
marily. Hie need hardly say how very
inadequate, how very improper, it
would be for justices. of the.peace to
enter upon. a very difficult and delicate
duty such as this, and indeed so far
would an order made by them be

'sk

beyond their ordinary information, that
although this Statute had to some ex-
tent been fifteen or twenty years on
the Statute-book, he believed it had
never been invoked in any instance in
this respect. In England, for twenty
or twenty-five years, the jurisdiction
was confined to one of the Courts of
Common Law, but there the Judges ad-
mitted that they were not experienced,
and had not a knowledge of the sub-
ject, and were not capable of dealing
with the Act satisfactorily. In 1873
a Railway Commission was created,
which had since, apparently, dealt
very satisfactorily with this question
at large. Now, it would not be con-
venient or desirable that in this country
an expensive tribunal of that kind
should be created; but he submitted
that at the present, and for some years
to come, the Court of Exchequer would
have ample time and leisure to dispose
of and determine all cases of this kind,
which, by experience in England, were
not very numerous; because being
more or less connected with one prin-
ciple, so far as this class of cases was
arranged to fall within the principle
of the laws now on the Statute-book,
there would be - ery little litigation.
Hie, therefore,-thought that this was a
case of such wide-spread interest, of
such important consequences, that it
would be satisfactory that the resolu-
tion he would now move should be
accepted, and that a Bill should be
permitted to be introduced upon the
basis of this resolution. He need
hardly say that, at this late period of
the Session, it could not be expected
that the Bill could go any further; but
it appeared to him to be a very desir-
able thing that the commercial class
should know that such a Bill as this
was a matter which was open to argu-
ment, and which, at another Session,
they might again bring forward, and
be able to treat with a more general
opinion, in reference to the solution of
the difficulty, than could now be sup-
posed to be exercised, when it was
brought before the House for the first
time. Ie, therefore, moved that the
House go into Committee on the reso-
lution he had read.

Mr. OLIVER said this was a qes-
tion of very great importance to the
,people of this country, a subject which
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ought to receive every consideration
in this flouse, as it was, to a large
extent, receiving the consideration of
the people. He had brought this sub-
ject before the House on two or three
different occasions, but, unfortunately
for him, it was left over when
it went before the Committee.
He did not know what was the reason,
but it appeared to him that this was a
very convenient way of removing
measures which were not agreeable to
hon. membors,-to have them sent to
the Committee and left there. He
was much pleased to see that his hon.
friend from Hamilton had taken this
matter under bis consideration, for
they were all well aware that no hou.
member understood the railway sys-
tem of Canada better than this hon. gen-
tleman, who had been for many years
connected ýwith a leading Canadian
railway. lie hoped that when the hon.
gentleman re-introduced this measure
next Session it would bc fu']y discussed
and carried into effect. There were
various instances in which the people
of this country were dealt unfairly
with by the railway companies. He
found that the greatest justice was
done Canadians by a railway buil t and
owned by Americans-the Canada
Southern Railway Company..This was
one of the very best railways in the
Dominion. The Northern Railway
charged 6½c. per ton per mile
between Richmond Hill and Toronto,
a distance of 18J miles; and from
Meaford, a distance of 115 miles,

n. per ton per mile. The
Midland Railway charged 74c
per ton per mile for 18 miles,
and for 86 miles, 3¼c. The Great
Western from Windsor to Clifton, 229
miles, charged 1 8c., and to Ham-
ilton, 189 miles, 21

1
0-c., and from bis

own town to Clifton, 90 miles, 31
1uc.,

aind to Hamilton, 50 miles, 4c.
per ton. The Grand Trunk from Chi-
cago to Portland, 1,145 miles, charged
$18 per car; from Cincinnati, $16 per
car; from Sarnia, $25; froi Toronto,
$22, and from Montreal to Portland,
297 miles, $18.60 per car. Whcn he
introduced this measure on a previous
occasion, it was stated, he thought, b
the Minister of Public Woiks, that
railway company had a perfect right
to charge a lower rate at a competing

Mr. OLuVR.

point than at a non-competing point;
but he did not think that the railways
of Canada should be allowed to do so, for
the reason that the country had largely
subsidized these railways. They had
given to companies certain rights and
privileges-the right to pass through
the properties of private individuals,to
expropriate them, and to take them at
a valuation, besides subsidizing them
to a very large extent. The Grand
Trunk had received $15,000,000, and
the interest paid by the country on the
bonds issued amounted to as much
more. A debt of 1¼ millions due by
the Great Western had been cancelled,
and a debt of $2,000,000 due by the
Northern Railway had been cancelled
by a settlement recently arranged.
Considering that the whole people of
Canada were taxed to pay this, he
thought it was unfair that these com-
panies should grant privileges to one
particular section over another. For
instance, shippers and manufacturers
at the City of London could send their
goods to foreign and Canadian markets
very much cheaper than from non.
competing sections, as the Grand
Trunk and Great Western both ran
through that city; and yet the resi-
dents of London did not pay more to-
wards these subsidies than other less
favoured sections; so ho held that a
remedy should be applied. It was also
stated that railways ought to have the
the power of reducing their rates
when exposed to competition by way
of water communication, but the same
arrangement held good in this regard.
They could all see in the Public Ac-
counts and the Estimates, the enor-
mous sums which they were voting to
expend for the improvement of nav-
gation, and these payments wore not
confined to districts around competinlg
points; so he held that the people who
resided at non-competing points sbould
share in the benetits at present enjoyed
by competing points. It was said it
would be cruel, at the present time,
to so deal with railways, that they
v:cro not now paying, and that if any
logislation took place with regard to
rates they would pay still less; but ho
apprehended that every one in the
country knew exactly why this was
the case. They knew that the traffic
from the Western States was carried
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at ruinous rates by Canadian lines, and
that the charges from Chicago to the
Eastern and our own markets could
never pay any company. Another
reason for this state of things was the
extravagance and mismanagement of
the lines. They were aware, from
observation, that agreat many railway
officials, and all such officials who
had a controlling influence over
the Unes, had amassed consider-
able fortunes. Another revelation
had recently been made, and it was
apparent that as long as railways were
conducted in the present fashion they
would never be profitable. They had
had an investigation into the Northern
Railway, and they saw how the money
earned by it had been spent. It had
been taken for charitable purposes, to
subsidize newspapers, to elect members
for various constituencies to this
House, and he doubted not to the Local
House as well ; to provide pleasure
steamboats and to build fashicnable
hotels; and railways so managed
could never pay. Canadian railways
would pay botter if they were properly
managed; but so long as they were
conducted by Boards in England, 3,000
miles away, where the great bulk
of the stock was held, they could
never be properly managed. This was
not the only way in which the people
paid large sums for the promotion of
these railways. The enormous charges
they had made at non-compoting
points had induced, and, in fact, com-
pelled, the inhabitants to build rail-
ways to equalize the rates. in his sec-
tion, a cross-road from Port Dover to
Lake Huron had been built, and some-
thing over $150,000 had been voted by
the county for the purpose. This
county had also given a bonus of
$200,000 to the Credit Valley Railway.
This was not because they had not
already sufficient railway accommoda-
tion, but because the railways charged
too much for it. They had, in fact,
ample railway accommodation, and
they had voted this $350,000 for the
purpose of equalizing prices. He held
that, as they had given large subsidies
to the Great Western and Grand Trunk,
this state of things should not be
allowed to exist. This was not the
worst of it. When they desired to
remedy this evil, and bauild railways in

order to equalize rates, these trunklines
used every influence in their power to
defeat this object. The agents of the
Great Western and Grand Trunk had
both been employed to defeat the bonus
by-laws when submitted in his county;
and ho was told that when the recent
by-law was voted upon in Toronto, the
people of that cit# had had to contend
with the adverse influence of the
Great Western and Grand Trunk
Railway Companies. He might state
other instances. It was well
known that the couaty of Oxford was
one of the largest produce seotions of
the Domninion; and ho knew that the
shippers of dairy produce thero, in
order to get a cheap rate of shipmiit
to Liverpool, had to team it a dist.ace
of 20 or 30 miles to the city of London,
though Ingersoll and Woodstock were
much nearer. In looking over the re-
ports submàited to the stockholders in
London (Eng.) a year ago, hw found
the statement that eight trains aday
werc run on the road to convoy the
traffe coming from the Western Sta4es,
and two trai»s for the local trafc.
The former paid 60. per cent. of the
whole earnings, and the latter 40 per
cent., so that here was :positive proof
that 'the people of Canoda, paid nearly
thrce times as mach fr freight as
the people of Chicago and the Western
States did over Canadian linos. When
the Bill, based on his resolution, was
before the Cornmitte, the Chairman
had suggested that the railways of
Canada ought to be placed under
a Departmet and a Minister of
the Crown. He cordially approved
of this idea. We had some 800 or 900
miles of railway under the control of
the Minister of Publie Works, belong-
ing to the people of Canada, while
about 2,000 miles w-ore under the con-
trol of private companies and the
supcrvision of this Minister, and ho
hoped that at no distant day, a greaL
many miles would be added to the rail-
way system of Canada under the im-
mediate action and supervisioî Of the
House, as the property of the country.
It was impossible for any one man to
manage the vast public works now
being carried on, and the railway sys-
tem, and he did think that thero
ought to be a «Railway Departmeit.
There were one or two departments,
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in which there was very little to do,
and which could be spared very well,
or could be very well converted into a
railway department without injury to
the public service; and he was sure
that it would be a boon to the Minister
of Public Works if this were donc.
Any one could see the position in wbich
the Canadian people were placed
when a rise in the markets took place
in Europe or in the Eastern States.
This was illustrated three or four years
ago, when all the available railway
stock was used for the purpose of con-
veying the freight of the Western
States to the markets of Europe and
the Eastern States; when a complete
block took place upon the Canadian
lines, and when it was impossible for
the local produce of the country to be
conveyed to its destination. This
measure had engaged the attention of
the House and of the various combina.
tions which existed in the Dominion.
On one or two occasions the Board of
Trade had the subject under consider-
ation, and they passed a resolution in
favour of the Government taking steps
to regulate and equalise the rates from
one end of the country to the other.
At a manufacturers'meeting in Toronto
two years ago, it was stated, by heavy
manufacturers-Mr. Hayes, of Toronto,
for one-that furniture made in New
York could be carried from the factory
to any part in Canada at a lower rate
than the manufacturer in *Canada
could deliver his products at the same
point. It would be well for the manu-
facturers to pay a little more attention
to this, because if the products of the
United States were made to pay an
equal railway rate with Canadian pro-
ducts, it would act largely as a pro-
tection to our industries. If there was
one protection the farmers desired
and needed more than another,
it was protection in the way
of lower rates for carrying their pro-
ducts to the markets of the world.
Some time ago the millers had a meet-
ing in Toronto and passed a resolution
asking the Government to take steps
for the purpose of rectifying this
grievance; but, unfortunately for the
people, in place of urging this resolu-
tion on the Administration they
changed their policy and urged protec-
tion. If they had urged the reduction

Mr. O'jvzp.

of the rates, and had succeeded in
getting a measure to effect this passed
through the House, there was no doubt
they would have benefitted to a much
greater extent than if they had got
what they really wanted. In his sec-
tion they did not feel the hardship
much, on account of having three com-
peting railways; but it was, neverthe-
less, of the deepest importance that
this matter should be regulated in the
interests of the whole country. They
all admitted the great amount of good
done by the railway system of Canada,
and that the farmers had benefitted
largely thereby; but that was no rea-
son why one farmer should have to
pay more for the conveyance of his
products to the markets of the world
than another. For instance, the pro-
ducts delivered in the City of London
were carried to the markets of Canada,
Europe, and the United States at
nearly one-third less than if they were
takena from a non-competing point.
This was a disadvantage to towns sur-
rounding London, as the farmers would
always go where they could get the
best prices for their products. It was
only necessary for the capitalists
of a place like London to have
a perfect understanding with the
railroad companies in order to
get cheap rates; indeed, they could
afford to give them a bonus in con-
sideration of low rates. lie held that
under the present railway system a
vast injustice was done to a large ma-
jority of the people, and that it was
the duty of the Government to stel)
in and grant some relief. He was
perfectly well aware that it was im-
possible this year to bring the resolu-
tion to anything like a determination ;
but if the Bill were printed, it would
afford hon. members and the people an
opportunity to thoroughly consider the
subject before next Session. le hoped
that at the earliest possible time his
hon. friend would re-introduce the
measure, and that before the end of
next Session it would come to matur-
ity. He was much pleased the hon.
gentleman had taken the measure
under his particular charge, and he
promised him that if he could do any-
thing in the way of assisting or pro-
moting the measure, that assistance
would be cordially given.
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Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario) said he
was aware that this subject was of
vital importance to the mercantile,
man ufacturing, and farming communi-
ties, but there were a great many dif-
ficulties in the way of remedying the
evils corplained of. The Boards of
Triile and Millers' and Manufacturers'
Associations complained very justly at
the low rates at which the products of
the United States were brought into
Canada. For instance, furniture was
carried over the Grand Trunk from
.Buffalo to Ottawa at a less rate than it
could Le conveyed here from Toronto.
There was the same difference against
our people in the carrying of wheat
and flotir. le had no doubt that the
Government might compel the Grand
Truik to carry at relative rates per
mile within the Dominion, but they
could hardly stop in and say, "You
must not carry wheat and flour from
Chicago and other western points to
the seaboard at less relative rates than
you convey the same freight from
Toront)." That would be almost pro-
hibiting them from doing any foreign
business, which it would be inadvis-
able, considering the fact that the
Canadian traffic was not, at prosent,
large enough to keep the line fully
employed. Tbe only way of prevent-
ing injustice boing done to our in-
tcrests was to place those products in
the same position as the products of
cattle. But ho did not consider that
the Grand Trunk charges on Canadian
)rOduce were excessive. The trouble
was that our roads were compelled, in
consequence of the extreme competi-
tion of American companies, to carry
at a sacrifice from western points.

Mr. STEPHENSON said there was
no doubt that many of our manufac.
turers and farmers were suffering from
this discrimination in freights. The
Jnited States manufacturers could send

their goods to Canadian markets. at a
less rate than the Canadian manufac-
turers could land theirs at the
same points. If there was any system
whereby comparatively even-handed
justice could be done, it ought to be
adopted.

Mr. TROW said he thought the hon.
member for Hamilton (Mr. Irving)
was' entitled to the thanks of the Iouse

and country for bringing forward the
resolution. It was necessary that the
Government should give the matter
their serious consideration. Within
the past eight or ten years $30,000,000
had probably been spent in Ontario on
railways. He knew that the English
bondholders did not receive much re-
muneration for their outlay, but it was
also a t act that preference was givern to
through foreign traffie. From some
points west of*Toronto,where the Grand
Trunk and Great Western Railways
were nearly united, grain was earried
at a cheaper rate east than from some
places 40 miles this side. He thought
a resolution of this kind should be
placed in such a form that it could be
thoroughly ventilated before next
Session, in order that there might be
an intelligent verdict given upon the
grievance, if such existed.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said the
through linos should be allowed to set-
tle through rates themselves. He could
not imagine that his hon. friend was in
earnest in proposing that municipali-
ties should settle the local rates. It
was absurd to think of such a thing.
The Grand Trunk and Great Western
local freight was carried as cheap as in
any other country, and through trafflc
was carried cheaper; and here was the
difficulty. All railway companies had
to submit their traffic rates to the Gov-
ernment, and this was about as good
protection as could be desired. -He
thought the law had botter remain in
its present position, than to be changed
in the manner proposed. There should
be no doubt on the matter, and the
Government should express their
opinion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. gen-
tleman who had brought this subject
before the House hadat varioustimes,as
also his hon.friend from Oxfordreferred
to the necessity of adopting something
like the Minnesota or New York law,
which compels a pro rata rate. The
present system in Canada might be
described as one that fixed the maxi-
mum rate, but permitted the railway
companies to go as low as they pleased.
The question was not whether some
places were getting freight far too low,
but whether any place was paying
too high rates. is iehon. friend front
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Oxford had pointed out the desirability
of the Government having control over
the railway system, and expressed the
hope that the time would not be far
distant when the Government would
own many hundred miles more of rail-
way. If the hon, gentleman knew the
difficulties there were in working a
railway, he would not seek to impose
a few hundred more miles of railway
upon the Government. He differed in
toto from the conclusion of the hon.
gentleman. He had arrived at the
conclusion that no Goveinment should
have anytbing to do with the govern-
ing or control of commercial affairs;
and there was no more reason why a
Government should work a railway
than a cotton miii. They were both
commercial enterprises, and both had
bctter be managed by commercial men.
The cause of the exceeding low rates
from the west was simply on account
of the keen competition. There were
four great lines from the centre of the
wheat-growing district to the Atlantic
sea board. One route to the ocean
was by way of Baltimore, which was
the shortest of all the lines, taking
Chicago as a common point, or any
point to the south; and the farther
south the shorter was the distance to
the sea by way of Baltimore. Another
route ;was by the Pennsylvania Cen-
tral; then the New York and Erie, and
then the New York Central. Some of
these lines had great advantages over
the Canadian line, the Grand Trunk,
which was the longest of all from Chi-
cago to Portland, or to any point where
the sea-board could be reached except,
perhaps, Montreal, and that, of course,
was only available in the summer sea-
son. On the New York Central, and
partially on some of the other routes,
there were lines of rail laid wholly
devoted to freight purposes, and by
keeping a constant stream of freight
cars upon the freight tracks, which are
double, the same as for passengers,
they were enabled to carry at much
less than could possibly be done on a
line like the Grand Trunk, where there
was only one line of rails where, the
passage of trains had to be governed
by switches. They knew as a fact
that, during the keen competition last
year cars of grain and flour were car-
ried from Chicago to Portland or Bos-
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ton for $12. That was a rate which
would not pay expenses. Our people
had to pay as much as that for a dis-
tance of forty or fifty miles. But it
was not to be expected that our roads
should by any possibility be governed
by such absurd through rates. The
subject which the hon. gentleman pro-
posed for the consideration of the
House was in fact a revolutionary one.
It was one which, if carried out to its
logical conclusions, would ruin many
ôf our railway systems. It would be
impossible to carry out the proposals
which the hon. gentleman seemed to
advocate. He (Mr. Mackenzie) admit-
ted that there might be some necessity
for reform. There might be some
necessity for the Government to inter-
fere in some respects, but ho thought
it was botter, as far as possible, to avoid
any interference with the railway
rates if they were established upon
a fair basis. The law at present
required that all railway companies
under the jurisdiction of the Govern-
ment should have their rates approved
of by the Governor in Council. It was
the maximum rate which was regu-
lated, but the Governor in Council had
no power to establish a minimum rate.
Unless there was a fixed rate established
by the Government, it appeared to him
that the object of the hon. member for
Oxford could not be attained. On the
Intercolonial Railway, which was the
property of the Government, they
were obliged to carry from Riviére du
Loup to Halifax at a rate very much
less, indeed, than from St. John to
Halifax, or, perhaps, from St. John to
Moncton. This was because they had
to carry at such rates as they could
obtain from the Grand Trunk, other-
wise they would get none. The Grand
Trunk could take its freight as cheapIy
to Portland as to the water terminus Of
the Intercolonial. The Government
hadto compete with Anerican lines.
4nd had, therefore, to regulate its
rates accordingly. In the summer,
also, they had to compote with the St.
Lawrence and Gulf boats. The resolu-
tion, prima facie, was one to be cou-
mended; on its face it seemed tO be
manifestly fair; but it was one scarcely
practicable. While he did not object
to a discussion of the subject, or even
to the resolution being adopted if
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desired, he thought ail the railway
corporations sbould have due notice of
the proposal before a Bill was brought
in, so that they might be prepared to
state their views before Parliament
next Session. While more had to be
p aid from Chatham east than from

indsor east, this was because the
latter had to compote with American
lines. The same rule applied to other
competing points, and they must make
fair allowance for the difficulties rail-
way corporations had to encounter in
consequence of competition for through
traffic. He had only to say, further,
that he was quite disposed to give due
consideration to that or any proposai
of the kind that might be brought for-
ward ; but he thought there was too
great a tendency at present to force
upon railway companies that policy
which in Minnesota had partially
closed some of their lines and had com-
pelled some of the companies to
suspend operations, as the rates forced
upon them made it utterly impossible
for them to 'pay expenses. He was
bound to give any proposal made by
his hon. friend due consideration, and
admitted that if anything could be
introduced which would remedy the
difficulty without destroying the
revenue of the railroad corporations, it
would be a great reformation. He
would consent to the resolation on the
understanding that it was only for the
purpose of introducing the Bill so that
it could be considered at the next
Session.

Mr. IRVING explained that ho had
opposed the Minnesota or pro rata
principle as applied to railway com-
pamies. The principle embodied in his
Bill was not to destroy the power
of the railway companies to fix their
own rates, but to have the companies
lot unduly discriminate between trad-
ers and stations. The Bill was based
on the English Act.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the Gov-
ernment would allow the resolution to
Pas on the distinct understanding that
the Government was not in any man-
ner pledged to the Bill.

Motion agreed to.
House resolved itself into Committee

Of the Whole.

(In ihe Committee.)
Resolution agreed to and ordered to be

reported.
House resumed.
Resolution reported, read the first and

second time and agreed to.
Mr. IRVING introduced a Bill (No.

116) to make provision for the more
effectual securing the observance by
Railway Companies, of the law requir-
ing equality of treatment in the man-
agement of tradic, and imposition of
rates and tolls.

Bill read thefirst time.

PRIVATE BILL.
FIRsT READING.

The following Bill was introduced
and read the first time.

Bill (No. 117) to amend the Act to
incorporate the Manitoba Junction
Railway Company.-(Mr. Thonpson,
Haldimand.)

QUEBEC HARBOUR
MENTS.

IMPROVE-

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. BLANCHET moved for copies
of the Petition of the larbour Com-
missioners of Quebec; praying for the
guarantee of the Government for an
additional sum of $250,000, in order to
complote the improvements in the
above mentioned Harbour of Quebec.

Motion agreed to.

WORKS AT RIVER ST. CHARLES'

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. BLANCHET moved for a state-
ment of the tenders sent in to the
Harbour Commissioners of Queb-e for
the projected works in the River St.
Chare, the said statement to include
the original tenders, the supplementary
tenders, the names of the contractors
and of their sureties, and the naine of
the person or company who obtainted
the contract, with the names of the
sureties.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho must ask
his hon. friend not to press the motion,
as these contracts had not yet been
let. It would be most unfair, under
the circamstances, to ask the Commis-
sioners to supply this information.
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Mr. BL ANCHET said it was men-
tioned some time ago that the Com-
missioners had given out the contract.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is not cor-
rect.

Mr. BLANCHET said that if this
was not the case, he would withdraw
his motion ; but he hoped that the hon.
gentleman would not say that ho asked
for a return when it was not announced
that the contract was awarded. He
would not press his motion under the
circumstances.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I was not aware
of any public notification; but I know
it is not given out.

Motion, with leave of the House,
withdraun.

ADMINISTRATION OF HARBOUR
BOARD OF MONTREAL-

TOWN OF SOREL.

MOTION.

Mr. BARTHE moved for copies of
all petitions,correspondence and Orders
in Council relating to complaints made
against the administration of the Har-
bour Board of Montreal in connection
with the town of Sorel and the works
for deepening Lake St. Peter; also
copies of all documents t ansmitted to
the Government respecting the bad
administration of the aforesaid works,
the arbitrary dismissal of Pierre Côté
and Pierre Charbonneau, and of any
other employé; of all correspondence
and documents relating to the dismissal
of Captain Charles Armstrong; of all
documents relating to the appointment
of Messieurs McCarthy and McKenzie,
and of any other employé at Sorel in
connection with the works of the har-
bour-which documents, as well as
those hereinafter mentioned, should be
found in the office of the Montreal
Harbour Commissioners, and of which
the Government is entitled to have
communication, inasmuch as the latter
provides each year a very large amount
of public money for the carrying on of
those works; also copies of any report
made by Mr. John McCarthy or any
other employé of the Montreal Harbour
Board at Sorel, showing why the pay
of day labourers and of many others
employed by the month or by the year

Mr. MA CKEINZI.

was reduced, while that of the said Mi.
John McCarthy was increased from
$600, which his predecessor, Mr. Pierre
Côté, had, to $2,000; also copies of any
contracts in relation to the leasing of
the wharves, lands, shops, &c., of
Messrs. John and Daniel McCarthy
either with the Government or with
the Harbour Board of Montreal; also
of all instructions given either by the
Harbour Board of Montreal defining the
duties of the aforesaid employés,
Messrs. McCarthy and McKenzie or of
any other subordinate employé, in the
carrying out of the said works; also,
copies of all contracts awarded to any
person whomsoever for the repair of
dredge-boats, the erection of any build-
ing, the repairing or building of
engines, machinery and boilers, the
purchase of wood and of coal or any
other contract generally; the naines
and residences of those who obtained
such contracts and works gonerally,
with or without tenders, mentioning
the amounts of each such contract;
also the amounts paid since 1875,
whether by contract or otherwie, for
provisions, bread, meat, groceries,
&c.-for the board and maintenance of
the men employed on the said works,
and to whom such payments were
made.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this brought
up the question to what extent
the Government could call upon
Commissioners whose only conneo-
tion with the Government was, that
five of them were appointed by the
Government in consequence of their
guaranteeing the interest on a certain
expenditure on the river, to give such
information. This would indicate a
minute surveillance over the works the
Commissioners carried on, and this was
a responsibility which they could not
assume. It would be extremely i-
convenient to consider that this should
be exercised. All he eould say was
that they would transmit the motion
to the Commissioners, and ask for such
information as the latter could give.
He had no reason to doubt that the
greater portion of it would be complied
with, but he himself and Parliament
should guard against assuming a minute
supervision over all the details of the
work done by the Commissioners.

Motion agreed to.
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HARBOUR OF REFUGE AT
ROND EAU.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. STEPHENSON moved for
copies of all correspondence with the
Department of Marine and Fisheries,
or any other Department, relative to
the supplying of a life or other boat
for the public service at and in the
vicinity of the lighthouse and piers at
the barbour of refuge at Rond Eau.
le said he moved for these papers
from a deep sense of duty, because last
fall he had visited this lighthouse, and
lc had found that a necessity existed
there for the maintenance of a
lifeboat or some other boat. It
was some time before he could
reach the lighthouse, which was
situated some five or seven miles from
any place wbere boats were kept, and
he could not see why it should be so
neglected. It was isolated completely,
being situated on an island at the
entrance of the harbour, which was
about seven miles long and three miles
wide. For many years, and in fact
every year, more or less, vessels were
stranded on Rond Eau Point, and it
was absolutely necessary that the
person in charge of the lightbouse
should be in a position to go to the aid
and, if possible, reliove those who were
in distress under such circumstances.
This was an important point, and a
large amount of money had been
expended there. He also thought the
lighthouse-keeper should be supplied
with every facility for making himself
as efficient as possible in bis particular
department. Having a large degree
of confidence in the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, who had ever shown
hlm the utmost consideration, ho
believed it was only necessary to have
the matter properly brought before
that gentleman in a fair and candid
way to induce the Governnent
to take such steps as would meet
the exigency of the situation.
He was sure that the Minister of
Marine and Fisberies was disposed to
do what was pointed out to him as
being requisite, on beeoming acquaint-
ed with the facts, and, on looking into
the Circumstances, would be inclined
to furnish the appliances necessary to
place the lighthouse keeper at the

Rond Eau in a position to meet the jre-
quirements of the trade and navigation
ot that important section of the Do-
minion.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
that the matter having been brought
to the attention of the Government,
arrangements had been made to place
a life-boat at this station on the open-
ing of naviuation.

Mr. STEPIHENSON: Under the cir-
cumstances, I will withdraw my
motion.

Motion, with leave of the Ilouse,
withdrawn.

FISHERIES IN THE NAPAN ANI)
BLACK RIVERS.

MOTION FOR REPORTS.

Mr. MiTCHELL moved for all re-
ports to Council by the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, in relation to the
Bass and Gasperaux fisheries in the
Rivers Napan and Black River, Mira-
miehi, and the shores in the vicinity
of the same; also, all Orders in Coui-
cil made thereon since lst January,
1874; also, all reports mnade by the
Overseers of Fisheries and by the 1i-
spector of Fisheries in relation thereto;
also, all letters and correspondence had
with the Department in relation
to the said subject. He said
that this object was not in any way
to condemn the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries or the Department for
the policy pursued by the Government
with regard to these fisheries, as ho
was not in a position to form an opin-
ion on it. His own impression and
feeling was that the Department had
desired to do what was right, and for
the best interest of the fisheries, which
were very important, involving the
question of hundreds of thousands of
dollars. Perhaps there was none othor
as valuable in the Dominion. The Min-
ister of Marine and Fisheries bad
sources of information, of course, in
this relation, whichlhe did not possess;
but his constituents had requested hi m
to ask for these papers in order to enable
them to judge of the opinions of the of-
cers of the Departmeat as to whether
the policy pursued was right or wrong.
This was a reasonable request; and
after the papers were brought down he
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would be able to form an opinion on
the matter. It was a question of vital
importance that these bass fisheries
should be cultivated and sustained.

Mr. SUITH (Westmoreland) said
ho was aware that there was a good
deal of feeling in the lion. gentleman's
county on the subject; but ho was
satisfied that the course adopted was a
sound and prudent one.

Motion agreed to.

IIARBOUR MASTER AT
COLBORNE.

PORT

MOTION FOR ORDERS IN OUNCIL.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved
for all Orders in Council relating to
the creation of the office of Hiarbour
Master at Port Colborne, and to the
appointment of Charles IL Carter to
such office, and all correspondence with
the Superintendent of the Canal and
other persons on the subject of such
appointment, together with a copy of
the Regulations for the manage-
ment and protection of the Canls
and Harbours. He said he was told
that the case stood thus. No harbour
master had formerly been appointed
at this port, but the Government,
for some reason or other, took this step
and named a political friend to the
position. This particular friend was
interested in vessels which passed
through the canal, and ho received a
salary of $600 which was not of the
alightest value to him (Mr. Carter.)
But still ho was the owner of a large
number of tugs and it was important that
ho should be the Superintendent, and
manage the whole affair, and ho trans-
fered the tugs to his sons. This was
directly contrary to the 31st section of
the regulations of the Dopartment for
the management of the Welland Canal,
which provided that no man in charge
of any work should have any interest
in teams, boats, tugs, etc., used on the
canal. He was told that Mr. Bodwell
and Mr. Norris, member for Lincoln,
protested against this appointment,
and he would like to have an explana-
tieu from the Minister of Public Works
on this matter.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he would
bringdown the papers. He was assured
that Mr. Carter was net the owner of

Mr. MITasL.

the tugs, nor had ho heurd before that
they had been transferred to anybody.
It was necessary to have a harbour
master ut Port Colborne, and Mr.
Carter was appointed. Whether it was
the best appointment or not he did not
know, but he heard nothing against it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
if Mr. Bodwell and Mr. Norris did not
both protest against the appointment.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho lad no
recollection of their doing so, but lie
could not state positively ut present.

Mr. McCALLUM said he agreed
with the hon. the Minister of Publie
Works that it was necessary to have a
harbour master ut Port Colborne.
There had been one there for a great
many years,but he was transferred from
the position to inspect the works in
order to make room for Mr. Carter. A
great injustice was done to Mr. Hamil-
ton by removing him from the position
of harbour master. The inspectorship
would only continue for two or three
years, and thon ho would have to go
about his business; whereas Mr. Carter
would probably hold the position of
harbour master for life. It was well
known that Mr. Carter owned tugs at
the time of bis appointment, and if
they were not in that gentleman's
name now, ho (Mr. McCallum) had no
doubt that ho still owned them. It
was in the publie interest that no man
interested in tugs on the Welland Canal
should hold sueh an office.

Mr. THOMSON (Welland)said there
was nothing in this cry against Mr.
Carter owning tugs,because that gentle-
man had actually retired from business
at the time of his appointment. Mr.
Carter was a man of the highest re-
spectability, integrity and truthfulness,
and ho would do nothing which was
not in accordance with the strict dis-
charge of his duties.

Mr. PLUM.B said the gentlemn
whose name was bronght forward il,
the rosolution was, up to the time of
his appointment, the proprietor of tugs
doing business on the canl-at UaY
rate, he owned them up to two or tbrce
days before bis appointment. Those
vessels were still doing business On the
canal, and it seemed a little extraor-
dinary that immediaely Mr. Carter
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took the position of harbour master,
they should be quietly transforred.
This was undoubtedly done in order to
render himself eligible for the office.
If the representations made in regard
to this case were truc, it demanded a
searching inquiry.

Motion agreed tp.

PUROHASE OF IRON.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. PLUMB moved for return of ail
iron purchased by any of the Depart-
ments of the Government for othe-
than railway purposes, the person
from whom purchased, the prices paid,
ard whether the same was purchased
by tender or otherwise and for the
purpose for which said iron is required.

Motion agreed to.

'MILITIA STAFF OFFICERS.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved for all Or-
ders in Council appointing staff officers
in the Militia since lst January, 1875,
and all reports by the Mijor-General
commanding, and ail letters and papers
relating to the appointment and
removal of staff officers in the Militia
since lst January, 1875.

Motion agreed to.

POSTMASTER OF JONQUIÈRES.
Mr. CIMON moved for: lst. Copies

of all correspondence respecting the
app intment of Mr. Benjamin Lagacé,
as Postmaster of Jonquières, in the
county of Chicoutimi; 2nd. Copies of
the latest tenders for the convoyance
Of the Mails between Chicoutimi and
Jonquières; 3rd. Return showing to
whom the contract for the said con-
veyance of the mails was granted, and
im consideration of what sum of monov
it vas taken, and whether the contract
wVas given to the lowest tender.

Motion agreed to.

BOOMS AND PlERS
GATINEAU.

ON T-HE

Mr. CAMERON moved for a copy of
the report made by a Select Committee
of the Sonate during the session of 1875,
on the subject of the construction of

lf, piers, and other works on the
Gatneau le said it had always beeri
contended by tho hon. gentlemen

opposite that one of the strong points
on which they appealed to the publie
opinion of the country was, that all
public works should be let by tender
and that the lowest tonderer should
honestly receive the contract. After
investigating this matter with all the
attention ho could bestow upon it, ho
had corne to the conclusion that that
principle had been violated in the pre-
sent instance, and ho thought that the
Houso should be in possession of the
information upon which he had como
to that conclusion. The facts were
briefly these: An advertisement was
publbshed requiring tenders to be sent
in for certain works in the shape of
piers, booms, &c., on the Gatineau.
There werc six tenders in all sont in.
The lowest wasW. Palen, at $15,863.86 ;
the next was J. Harvey, at $16,059.18.
The others were:-No. 3-Murphy &
Braden, $16,550.50 ; No. 4-Thomas
Pidgeon, $17,193.29 ; No. 5-Robert
Stanley, $19,131.7); No. 6-J. Lyons,
$19,415.01. It would now be notice:
that J. Lyons' tender was the highest.
The four highest tenders were reccived
at the office of the Minister of Public
Works some time at twelve o'clock,
noon, on a certain Saturday. It also
appeared by the documents which ho
had asked for, that by usage of the
Department of Public Works, tenders
mailed before twelve o'clock on the
day on which tenders were to be
received, were considered as being in
tim.e, although it may have taken
twenty-four hours before they could
reach the office. The documents also
showed, and the evidence was over-
whelming, that the two lowest tenders
were mailed before twelve o'clock on
the day on which tenders were to be
received. The four highest tenders
did not, on their face show the gross
amount for which the work was to be
donc. They had to be what was called
"extended." On the Monday morning
it came to the knowledge of the Deputy
Minister of Public Works, that two
other tenders had been roccived, which
were not extended. They were
stamped " P.M." on the envelope in
which they were enclosed, Mr.
Palen's being one of these. But
the Deputy Minister of the Post
Office Department reported that he
was satisfied that those tenders were
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mailed before 12 o'clock. In conse-
quence of that information the Deputv
Minister of Public Works caused these
two tenders to be opened, and the
resiult was to show that Mr. Palen's
was the lowest of ail the tenders that
had been sent in. Mr. Merrill, the
Superintendent, upon ascertaining this
fact, sent for Mr. Palen on Monday,
the 9th, and informed him that ho had
the contract, and that he must proceoed
without delay to execute the work, as
the state of the weather rendered it
imperative that the work should be
done at once. In consequence of this
direction from Mr. Merrill, Palen com-
menced immediately to make the
necessary preparations to carry on the
work, and continued to employ men
and teams, and provide material, until
Monday, the 16th, when ho received
the tirst official information that the
contract had been awarded to another
party, and at once ccased to work.
After that, some influence was brought
to bear upon the Department to re-
consider the question as to whether
these two lowest tenders had boen
mailed in time or not. Amongst the
documents ho asked to be brought
down was a lotter, from a thon Minis-
ter, addressed to the Assistant
Engincer of Public Works, as follows

" DEAR SIR,-The bearer is Mr. Lyons, a
contractor in this city, who, I think, lias ten-
dered for the construction of the Gatineau
hanoms. Mr. L. is well recommended, and is
able, I think, to fulfil a contract if the work
is given to limo.

" Yours truly,
"(Signed) A. A. DORION.

"T. Trudeau,
" Assistant Engineer."

Strange to say, this letter had no
date. There was, also, another letter
without date :

SDEAR TRUDEA,-41r. John Lyons lias
a nuniber ot friends in the city who would
be gratified by our giving him some wovrk
Can we eiploy hin to consLruct the Gati-
neau boom ?

Yours truly,
"(Signed) R. W. SCO«TT."

Another letter had a date, and the
date on this was more significant than
the absence of a date in the two former
letters :

" We, the undersigned, are acquainted
with the bearer, Mr. John Lyous, of Ottawa,

Mr. CAucmol.

contractor, and know him to be a good and
competent person to fulfill whatever under-
taking lie tenders for. We have confidence
in his sobriety and honesty of purpose and
industry, and he has our earnest wishes for
his success in what ever undertaking lie en-
ters upon.
" Ottawa, January 14th, 1874.

(Signed) " W. H. WALLER,
"JOHN P. FEATHERSTON,
"WM. FINGLAND,
"DR. P. ST. JEAN,
"FRANCIS MCDOUGALL,
"CHARLEs BATE.

" The Hon. R. W. Scott."

All the gentlemen here named were
friends of the Government, with one
exception, and it should remarked that
Mr. Lyons had always, hithorto, taken
a prominent part in politics against
the Government. Mr. Lyons turned
out to be the highest tender for the
work. Representations were made to
the Department that something was
wrong, and it ought to be considered
whether or not the two lowest tonders
had not been mailed in time. The
Department considerod the matter
from Monday until Thursday, but did
not take the smallest amount of cvi-
dence to ascertain whother these two
lowest tenders had been mailed in time.
The Government suddenly decided
that they vere mailed too late, and
they gave the contract to Murphy &
Braden for $ 16,550.50. Buta still more
strange circumstanco happened after-
wards. It turned out thon that Lyons
was a partner of Murphy & Bradeon.
He (Mr. Cameron) folt that a constitu-
tional principle had been violated, and
that an injury lad been done to an
individual. The Senate Committee,
after investigating ail the fiacts,
deliberately reported that Mr. Palen
was honestly entitled to the contraCt,
and that it should have been given to
him. A minority report was made in
which it was not even questioned that
Mur. Palen was entitled to the contract,
and it was recommended that he should
have $1,000 paid him as recompense
for not receiving it. The minoitY
report did not commit itself to the
surn of a thousand dollars, but still
admitted that he was entitled to
some compensation. After these
reports were made, he was requested
to send in a statement of the amoluIt
of the outlay he had made. HRe did
claim the profits and the actual outlay
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of a thousand dollars, or thereabouts.
lie (Mr. Cameron) presumed it was on
that evidence that the sum of a $1,000
should be paid, ignoring the claim for
profits, that he thought should have
been paid, if he were entitled to the
contract ; if he were not, it was doubt-
ful whether he should have had any-
thing at all. After that, the Depart-
nient of Public Works took the matter
in hands, after some considerable
trouble he believed, and after some
time they offered to pay him the small
sum of $200, not stating the principle
on which they bad arrived at that cal-
culation, but saying " There is the sum,
take it if you like." The House
ought to have documents so that
tley might sec whether the hon.
gentlemen had fulfilled their promises
as to giving contracts to the lowest
tenders,and also whether people engag-
cd in the public service could be con-
vinced when tenders were asked for,
tlat the contracts were honestly award-
cd to the party who tendered at the
lowest price.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman had fallen into two or three
nistakes. In the first place, this was
all before the House. If he would
turn to the journals of last Session he
would sec that a motion was made,
and the papers brought before the
l1ouse.

Mr. CAMERON: I was informed
it vas allowed to stand over on the
recuest of the Minister of Public
Works.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Not at all. He
wouild say again, as he had said twice
before, that the Government did award
the contract to the lowest tender. This
person's tender was not in time, as
would be seen. The Secretary and
Deputy Minister opened the tenders
which were in in time; the other two
telders were received by the Secretary
on Monday, and there seemed to be a
lossibility at first that they were in
tn e. It was agreed between the
Deputy Minister, the Secretary, and
hiînself that it would be well to open
them. No tender was awarded to any
person; but Mr. Merrill, on Tuesday,
on his Owi responsibility, informed Mr.
Palen that he was lowest. He had no
right to do that i it was not any part

of his duty to do that. The proper
course was for the Secretary of the
Department to intimate to the one
whose tender was accepted, and not
for a mere foreman or the manager of
a work, such as was Mr. Merrill, to do
anything of the kind. They had
reason to believe that Mr. Merrill
had been meddling in contracts
in the same way, and when he
(Mr. Mackenzie) sent for him, he
called him to account for this. He
quoted from his evidence given before
the Committee last year to show the
ground on which he acted. He knew
nothing about the parties; but he did
know that Mr. Palen urged his claims
on the ground of being a supporter of
his (Mr. Mackenzie.) Palen was the
only one who did so urge. When the
member for Cumberland put a motion
on the paper last year, he had stated
that he would consider this, and this
only. Mr. Merrill stated to Palen on
Tuesday that his tender was the lowest,
-unofficially, improperly and without
authority. He was notified on the
Thursday that it was not the lowest,
and he (Mr. Mackenzie) agreed that if'
Palen could establish what he had ex-
pended or done between the time of his
improper notification by Merrill and
his proper notification,it should be paid
him. Mr. Trudeau examined into all
his vouchers and accounts and found
they amounted to $192, and he was
paid that, on the principle that he
might have supposed that Mr. Merrili
had authority to make the statement,
although that was difficult to imagine;
but he (Mr. Mackenzie) was willing
to go to the utmost length to that
extent. There was one very curious
matter in connection with these ton-
ders to which he would call the atten-
tion of the House. John Harvey and
Palen were the two whose tenders
were put in too late. This John
Harvey was the same person who was
employed in Arnprior, and was hore
tendering for this work instead of at-
tending to his own work.

Mr. ROCHESTER: Was he under
Government pay at that time ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I understood
so.

Mr. ROCHESTER: I thought he
was only employed during the summer?
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Me. MACKENZIE: Ie muast have
b«en under pay before the boom could
be.constructed.

Mr. ROCHESTER: That nust have
been in the winter.

Mr. MACKENIE said the ground
on which this tender was refused was
the same as that on which they had
refused tenders for almost every work,
-the mails coming in too late ; and
unilss they adhered rigidly to this
rule, there would be no security to
contractors. Those parties who put in
their tenders beforo twelve o'olock on
Saturday night, might have their ten-
ders examined in Mr. Merrill's office,
and information might be given.

Mr. ROCHESTER: Does the Gov-
ernment oxpect the tenders to be in
the Department, or in the post office,
by that time ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said they expect-
ed all tenders to be sont to the Depart-
ment. It was as easy to go to the
office of the Department of Public
Works as to go to the post office, and
the usual plan was to take them to the
Department. It was nearer, probably,
to go to the Department, than for
many people to go to the post office.
I n any case, tenders were to be received
up to noon, but they wore not to be
received after noon. These two tenders
referred to, were marked in the post
office, "afternoon." The proof of that
was, that they were not received with
some others that were mailed. If they
were in time, how was it they had not
ail come togother.? lie was perfectly
satisfied, after oxamining into the mat-
ter and conversing with Mr. Merrill,
that these parties put in their tenders
too late; that they got information im-
properly, and that this was the natural
resuit of a system which would allow
tenders to be accepted when they were
put in too late. As to the report from
the Senate, it was not, perhapp, very
usual to refer to the proceedings at
Committees; but ho might say that
ho went there at the request of
the Committee to be examined, and
he found the Chairman of that Com-
mittee, Mr. Reed, at the head of the
Committee, with Mr. Palen boside him,
and the two conducted the examina-
tion between them. Anyone could
i4fr froIm that what ort of an exami-

Mr. Roc zar.

nation it was, and what sort of a Chair.
man of Committee.

Mr. ROCHESTER asked if the ten-
ders were mailed in the post office in
Ottawa by twelve o'clock, whether they
should be delivered to the Department
of Public Works on Saturday. lHe
thought Mr. Griffin's evidence was
somewhat different from what the
Minister of Public Works had stated:
that information could have been taken
from Mr. Merrill's office to Mr. Palen,
or any other ii.dividual tendering
after, as he understood, Mr. Morrill
had received the tenders from the De-
partment to make up. He could not
conceive how the Minister of Public
Works could say that. If his memory
served aright, it was on Saturday after-
noon that Mr. Merrill recoived the ten-
ders, and on Monday that ho returned
them to the office, after they had been
made up. Mr. Merrill had, he believed,
been an officer of the Government for
over twenty years as Superintendent
of the Public Works on the
Ottawa, and, perhaps, altogether,
for nearly thirty years; and ho
had not heard of any charge which
had been preferred against him. He
did not know that there had been any-
thing wrong, and it was a very serious
matter, after a man had spent his life
in serving his country, that a charge
of that kind should be made against
him by the First Minister when ho
was out of service, having been super-
annuated. He did not think that the
Minister was borne out in saying, or
even insinuating, that Mr. Morrill
would, under any circumstances, give
any private information out of his
office. Only five, six or 'seven days'
notice was given for these tenders,
the reason being that the season was
so far advanced, and the boom must
be got in befbre the ice went
out of the Gatineau River. Mr', Morrili,
he believed,stated thathe saw Mi. Pailen
after he had made the tenders up, and
told him that he ha the contract, or
that his was the lowest tender; and .11
Palen on that, without any further
notice, went to work, put on a large
number of men, contracted for his timn-
ber, and was going on with the
work next day, which was ab-
solutely necessary in order to comn-
plete it before the ice would break
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up. From all he knew of it and
the letters read, he niust say he thought
there was something which was not
altogether right in connection with
the award of this contract. He was
sorry to say se; but he knew it was
currently reported that such was the
case. He believod it was miainly
through the communications and inter-
ferences, personal and verbal, if not by
letter, of a gentleman who had sat in
the House, but wbo was now deceased,
that the change was made, and that the
stoppage of the work commenced by
Mr. Palen was ordered. Under the
circumstance, the least that the Govern-
ment'should do would be to reimburse
this contractor for his outlay. Possibly
Mr. Merrill inight have exceeded his
duty in giving notice to Mr. Palen,
who sent in the lowest tender ; but he
thought that, as a general thing, Mr.
Merrill had been a trusted officer, hav-
ing given out contracts previously in
many instances, and he (Mr. Merrill)
evidently thought he was not doing
wrong when he gave Mr. Palen such
notice.

Mr. CAMERON said, in reply to the
Minister of Public Works, he would
state the evidence was quite clear that
it was the practice of the Department
to receive tenders mailed on the day
on which mlenders were called for. Mr.
Trudeau ia his evidence said:-

" As a general rule, we allow an additional
day to give time to drain the pos t offices at a
distance."

Several tenders were so put in, and
even in Ottawa it was the practice to
drop tenders into the Post office, and
not deliver them at the Publie Workrs
Dopartment. Mr. X. Griffin in bis
evidence stated the practice as to the
mailing of tenders, and also ex pressly
that the letter addressed to the Depart-
ment of Publie Works was received.
There was also the following letter re-
ceived from the Deputy Postmaster
General :-

" PoST OFFIcE DEPARTMENT,
"OTTWA, 9th February, 1874.

"My DEAa SIR-Mr. Wm. Palen states
tIat he dropped into the receiver's box of the
Ottawa Post Office on Saturday last, a little
before twelve at noon, a tender addressed to
your Departine :t; then he shortly afterwards
came up to this Department to see the Post-
master General, and mentioned that he had
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so tendered. The Honourable Mr. Macdonald
renembers that Mr. Palen did so call and
make mention of his having tendered. This
was between twelve and one o'clock on
Saturday. Mr. Hopkirk, the Postmaster
Generals Secretary, also remembers Mr.
Palen's visit, and that it was about half-past
twelve on Saturday. Mr. Palen states that
after sting hie tender he went back to the,
Russell House, and was some time there
before he came np to the Postmaster General.
The circumstautial evidence is therefore
sonewhat strong that the tender was posted
as stated, though not taken out of the post
office receiver until after twelve, as shewn
by the postmasters stamp.

"1 Yours truly,
(Signed) " W. H. GRIFFIN.'

Surely after the receipt of this letter
from the responsible head of the Post
Office Department,it was the duty of the
Department ot Public Works, to insti-
tute an investigation as to the time
when the tender was mailed, and not
to decide summarily that iL was not
mailed before noon because the
letters " p. m." were on the en velope.
He supposed that the letters were not
promptly taken out of the receiving
box; and, under these circumstances,
letters posted before noon might be so
stamped. This was no evidence as to
the time of mailing; and, if it was the
practice to accept tenders if posted be-
fore twelve, when this letter was re-
ceived from the Deputy Postmaster-.
General, the least that could have
been donc would have been to
investigate the matter. The Depart-
ment, although not only Palen but
also Harvey and other tenderers, swore
that the letter was mailed before
noon and before the gun fired, and
although that the Deputy Postmaster-
General certified that the tender was
mailed before twelve,-yet saw fit to re-
ject these tenders and summarily decide
that the letter was not mailed before
twelve; and not only had they ignored
positive and sworn testinony, but thoy
considered that suspicion existed
against an officer of the Government
(Mir. Morrill) for having proved false to
his duty, and givea information on
which Palen put in a tender lower
than the previous oaes; and o. this
mere suspicion, against the sworn evi-
dence of Palen and Harvey, they
rejected these tenders and favoured the
man who sent in the highest tender,
and who became the partner oi the
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man who was accepted as having sent
in tho lowes tender. And as these two
were rejected under such circumstances,
hon. members had to consider a sus-
picion, not resting on a merely vague
surmise such as that entertained by
the Minister of Public Works, who
inferred that Mr. Merrill had proved
untrue to his duty-but on good, sub-
stantial grounds, even if for a
moment they laid aside the letters
written by Ministers of the Crown-
that political influence had been
brought to bear in awarding this con-
tract.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman considered himself justified
in stating that more regard should be
p aid to a suspicion directed against a
Minister of the Crown than to one
against a public servant.

Mr. CAMERON: I say nothing of
the kind; but more regard -hould have
been paid to sworn evidence.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman knew that there was no
sworn evidence until months after-
wards. The hon. gentleman bad said
that, despite sworn evidence before
them, they had decided in this way.
This was the colour the hon.'gentleman
had chosen to give the transaction ;
this was the sort of fair play the hon.
gentleman was disposed to extend to
them; this was a specimen of it. But
what were the facts: Mr. Braun, who
received the tenders in the first place,
stated :-

" On Saturday, the 7th February, 1874, at
noon, several tenders were received, as called
for by the notice (paper A.) On Saturdays,
during vacation, the public offices close at
one o'clock.

* On the day referred to, afterone o'clock,
I was still in the office, and Mr. Merrili, the
8uperintendent of the Ottawa River Works,
called to know if the tenders had been
opened.

"The rule of the office in opening tenders,
unless in case of eiergency, is not to open
theni till next day ; the reasous for that is,
that tenders may be dropped into the local
post office in the mornng, wheni they are
stamped ' A.M.,' and not be received iii the
office till th.e afternoon."

The hon. gentleman had misstated
the rule. Mr. Braun continued :

" The outside general mail is received at
the Post Office Departnent, and is there dis-
tributed to the Departments; but the local

Mr. CAMERON.

letters are called for by messengers at the
post office.

" I replied to Mr. Merrill that they were
not. He said the case was urgent, and no
time was to be lost; upon which I took the
tenders, some four or five, to the Deputy
Minister, and stated what Mr. Merrill haÙ
said, upon which lie decided that we should
open the tenders, which was done."

That was, they were opened an hour
after they were received. Mr. Braun
further statod :

"As these tenders were at schedule prices
and had to be extended, we handed them to
Mr. Merrill for tlat purpose. On the Mon-
day morning, among the letters brought to
me from the General Post OtEce, were two
letters addressed to me with this in forsation :
'Tender for Gatineau Boom.' On receiving
letters or tenders I stamp them with a stamp
bearing the date of the day of the nonth
that I receive them. I looked at the local
post office stamp and saw that both bore the
date 7th, P M.

Ther e was more than this. The
Montreal mail aiwavs came about five
o'clock in the aftern~oon, but these ten-
ders did not come with this mail on
that day. They wero only received
on the Monday morning following;
and they bore the stamp of Saturday
afternoon. Beyond all doubt, they
were posted in the afternoon too late to
be brought to the office with the Mon-
treal mail. This was the evidence
upon which the hon. gentleman, for
the sake of a little paltry political cap-
ital, endeavoured to make an unfair,
unjust and scandalous statement. Mr.
Braun also said :-

" The sane morning Mr. Palen called at
the office and aked about his tender, but I
ansiwered that I had received no tender from

Such was the statement of the Secre-
tary of the Public Works Department.
Then Mr. Trudeau stated, "Hlarvey's
tender is also marked Ottawa POSt
Office, P.M" Mr. Merrill had expressed
some surprise that there were no more
tenders, appearingto know that another
tender which was not there, was
to have corne in. The next they
heard of it was on the followxing Mon-
day, when, in order to be scrupuloUsly
careful, and not to do wrong, as ho had
heard it assorted that the letters were
posted in time, ho said to Mr. Trudeaui,
that, perhaps on the whole, they had
better open the tenders, and give them
the benefit of the doubt. Thon came
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the information that Mr. Merrill had
immediately rushed to tell Palen that
lie had received the contract. Such a
thing had never been done before. lIe
had never previously known of a sub-
ordinate going and volunteering such
information to a contractor. It was
quite unprecedented.

Mr. ROCHESTER: But there was
necessity for pushing on the work.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this was
nothing. It was no more the business
of Merrill than of the hon. gentleman
to act so; and this had induced the
belief on his part that some one who
had seen the tenders opened on Satur-
day had given information on which
other tenders were based. There be-
ing a possibility that this could have
been done, they had adhered rigidly
to the rule of the Department-not to
look at the tenders received too late.
He was never botter satisfied with any
action than with this in his life.

Mr. CAMERON said the hon. gen-
tleman had accused him of making a
scandalous charge, and, therefore, he
thought that a personal explanation
was due himself. The hon. gentleman
had charged him with political parti-
zanship, but he wholly denied it. If
he had said anything scandalous-and
this he denied-it was conclusive that
the hon. gentleman and other hon.
gentlemen opposite iad made scandal-
ous charges without any foundation
for them. If ho had donc so he would
only have been following the example
of the hon. gentleman opposite.

Mr. SPEAKER said ho had called
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie)
to order for using the term, and ho
nust also call the hon. member to
order.

Mr. CAMERON said he had not
heard Mr. Speaker call the hon. gen-
tleman to order. He had ventured to
reply, and the hon. gentleman had
contradicted his statement, that there
was sworn evidence before the hon.
gentleman. The affidavit of Mr. Palen
was dated the 12th of February, before
the contract was given out, as ho under-
stood the facts.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Not at all.
Mr. CAMERON said this was the
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case. Tenders were called for on
Saturday the 7th, and on the 8th or
lth, on Monday or Tuesday, Palen
was told ho had the contract, and on
Wednesday or Thursday ho went on
with the work, and on Thursday, as
a doubt was suggested, ho sent in an
affidavit; and only on the Monday
following, tho other mon went and
insisted on going on with the work.

1r. MACKENZIE: It was awarded
on the 10th.

Mr. CAMERON said there was no
evidence of this. Mr. Palen's
sworn document was sent to
the Departmont of Public Works
on the 12ti of February. This
affidavit showed what were the facts.
On the 13th, the following day, the
affidavit of Hlarvey was made, and the
hon. gentleman opposite had also Mr.
Griffin's statement, which ho had read,
and which was dated the 9th, Monday.

Mr. MACKENZIE: That amounts
to nothing.

Mr. CAMERON said that on these
documents at any rate, Palen ought to
have been given the opportunity of
proving when his own tender was
mailed, before, on suspicion, the con-
tract was taken away from
him by the Government, and
given to another; and when they
found that this contract was awarded
practically to a man who had the
recommendations of Cabinet Ministers,
and who, between the 14th and 28th of
January, changed his politics, becom-
ing a supporter of the bon. gentleman
opposite, he held that there ought to
have been something stronger to rest
upon than the suspicion on which the
charge was made against Merrill.

Mr. ROCHESTER asked whether it
was not customary for mon wishing
to tender to call at the office for the
infor'mation they required before mak-
ing out tenders.

Mr. MACKENZIE said thisdepended
on where the plans and specifications
were to be seen.

Mr. ROCHESTER asked whether it
was not customary for theni to call at
Mr. Merrill's office for information.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they called
wherever the plans and specifications
were placed for examination.
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Mr. ROCHESTER said in this case
the plans and specifications were at
Mr. Merriil's office. This was the
reason why Mr. Merrill knew that
more tenders were sent than were
received.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is irregular to
make a proposal to send to the Senate
for papers which are already in our
possession.

Mr. CAMERON: I was not aware
of that fact.

Motion, with louve of the. louse,
withdrawn.

THE QUEEN VERSUS WILKIN-
SON.

MOTION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

ir. BOWELL moved:
" That the Hon. Richard John Cartwright

have leave of absence to attend the Assizes
now being holden in tie Town of Cobourg,
in obedience to a subpæna served upon himn
te give evidence in the case ofthe Queen, on
the prosecution of Hon. John Simpson,
against James A. Wilkinson."

Mr. CARTWRIGHEIT said it might
bo as well to inforn the IHoiusc that
several days ago he received letters,
both from Senator Simpson aind the
legal representative of Mr. Wilkinson,
desiring his attendance at Cobourg;
but to both parties ho had replied, that
in the state of public business this was
utterly impossible. To attend the Court
at this time, could not be doue without
the greatest possible inconvenience to
the business of the country ; and he
had, consequently, declined to go. As
a matter of fact, although an attenipt
had been made to serve a sub-
pena on him in the corridors
of the louse-and he rather thought
this was a breach of privilege-he did
not think that any subpœna had been
served on him, nor did he think tliat
ibere was any sort ot preedoit for ex-
pecting a Minister holding his o:i e,
at this time in the Session, to abeunt
himself from attendance on Parliamun t
for any such purpose. As a mattei of
course, if the law permitted, it would
give him nuch pleasure to be ex-
amined by a Commission bore, w Iich
was done in one or two cases; biit he
thought the Bouse would see that to
attempt to etablish such a precudet

Mr. MA&oKENzIE.

as this motion would do, would be at-
tended by the greatest possible incon-
veience.

Mr. CAMERON said it was perfectly
impossible to have the hon gentleman
examined by Commission, inasmuch
as the jury would be sworn to-morrow
morning. If the hon. gentleman would
agree to the motion it would only
involve one day's absence. Of course,
it was a matter of the greatest impor-
tance that the duties of the hon. the
Finance Minister should be discharged
here, but this trial was also of grave
importance to the people. It was
desirable to understand whether there
was any foundation for all this talk of
corruption in high places, and if the
hon. gentleman could throw any light
on the matter it was his duty to give
evidence at the trial.

Mr. BOWELL said ho was not
aware that granting leave to any hon.
member to obey the summons of the
Court compelied him to go. The right
to punish bailiffs or anyone for serving
subpenas on members of Parliament
within the precincts of the louse had
long been given up. On this point
May said:-

" Various other cases subsequently oc-
curred, in which the parties who had served
subpænas upon mnembers ofboth Houses were
cemnmitted or otherwise punished for their
cont-enpt. But of late years, so far froni
withholding the attendance of members as
witnesses in Courts of Justice, the Commnons
have frequently granted leave of absence to
their muenbers, on the express ground that
they have been summoned as witnesses, and
have even admitted the same excuse for
defaulters at calls of the House. *
As the withdrawal of a witness may affect
the administration of justice, the privilege
has very properly been waived."

He thought it was quite clear, ae-
cording to the latest practice in the
Imperial Parliament, it was not con-
sidered a breach of privilege te serve
a memuber with a subiena.

Mr. HOLTON: Within the walls of

the House ?

NIr. BOWELL said ho would not

make that point. The authorities did
not say anything as to the locality in

which the subpœna should be served.
bis reason for submitting the motiol
was to further the ends of justice,
and it was done at the request of the
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person prosecuted for criminal slander.
He had no desire to be kept here longer
than was absolutely necessary; but
the hon. gentleman (Mir. Cartwright)
rmust remember that liberty of speech
was at stake in this matter, and if the
evidence of any hon. member was of
weight he should attend and give that
evidence. If the information the hon.
gentleman had given to the House had
been given when he first presented the
petition, he did not know that le
would have proceeded further wito
this motion. le took lthe course
which he deemed to be in the interests
of justice and in the interest
of a man who lad been prosecuted, and,
without the hon. gentleman's evidence,
might be punished.

Motion negatived on a division.

DAWSON ROUTE SUBSVDY.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. ROCHESTER moved for Re-
turns of all monies paid to Carpenter
& Co., together with Orders in Council
recommending such payment on
account of the Dawson Route Subsidy,
up to 31st Mareh, 1877.

Motion agt eed to.

DEPARTMENTAL PAY LISTS.

MOTION FOR COPIES.

Mr. ROCII ESTER moved for Copies
of the Departmental Pay Lists for the
rmonths of October, 1873, and March,
1877.

Mr. MACKEiNZIE said there were
so many of' those pav lists that he
eould hardly sec the necessity for this.
Besides, the month of October, 1873,
was an ominous one. It would be in-
teresting to have November, 1873, in-
cluded, and, with that addition, ho had
no objection to the motion passing.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

EMPLOYÉS OF THE HOUSE.

MOTION FOR STATEMENTS.

Mr. BOWELL moved that the Clerk
do lay on the Table a statement show-
inug the ages, namei, present salaries,
and length of service of each officer
and permanent Clerk in his Depart-

ment ; aiso, the ages, names and sal-
aries or daily pay, with date when pay
commenced, of the Sessional or Extra
Clerks at present employed in the ser-
vice of the iCuse of Commons; also,
a statement by the Sergeant at Arms
shewing the ages, names, salaries or
daily pay and length of service of
Officers, Messengers and others in his
Department, whether employed per-
manently or otherwise.

Mot'on agreed to.
- House ad journed at

Fifteen minutes být'orp
Twelve o'clock.

HlOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 17th April, 1877.

The Speaker took lthe Chair at Three
o'clock.

NEW WRIT.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House
that a vacancy havinig oceurred in the
represcntation, by the resignation of
J. M. Currier, Esq., Member for the
Electoral Division of the City of
Ottawa, he had, in confoinity with
the Act 31 Victoria, Chapter 5, Section
13, issued his Warrant to the Clerk of
the Crown in Chancery, to make ont a
new Writ of Election1, for the said Eloc-
toral Division.

GODERrCII H1ARBOUR WORKS.

RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Order for the House again to go in-
to Conmittee of Supply read.

Mr. FARROW said, before Mr.
Speaker left the Chair, he wished to
call attention to a matter respecting
the (Goîderich H.arbour contract. le
thought lie would be able to prove to
the louse that this was no ordinary
matter-that it was a matter that came
home to the Government; and that it
was a matter that the country had a
great interest in, because, he contended,
a vast amount of money was expended
needlessly, uselessly, and unjustly in
connoction with this work. They ail
knew that timnes Lad been liard in
Canada. The country had been crying
out about hard times for the last three
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years, and, during the past year, the
times had been still harder, on account
Of the failure ofthe crops. When the
people experienced hard times they
acted wisely, because they paid great
attention to their expenditures, and
whenever they found a leak stopped it.
They began to live more economically;
theybegan to husband their resources so
as to outlive the hard times. To illus-
trate, ho considered the country had
acted like a ship in distress at sea.
When it was found that a voyage was
going to last six weeks which vas only
expected to extend over four, the crew
were immediately put on short allow-
ance so that the provisions might Last
out- for the voyage. If they did niot
do that the most dreadful famine
would occur. The country had acted
on that principle throughout; but, he
was sorry to say, just the contrary
could be said of the Government.
While the poople lad been living
ecoiomically, and husbanding their
resources, the Government had been
wastefully expending the public money,
and ho hoped to show that in this par-
ticular instance they had thrown into
tho hands of a pet and supporter no
less than $8 0,000 of the hard earnings
of the country. During the early part
of the Session they heard a great deal
about the charges imade at pienies last
Session. Hon. members opposite had
said a great deal about meeting thoso
charges. Why did not they meet them
fairly, squarely and honestly, like
mon? Referring to certain charges
made against him by the riglit hon.
member for Kingston (Sir John A.
Macdonald), the hon. Premier, In a
speecli at Watford, said: " I shall make
that hon. gentleman answer this on
the floor of Parliament." The hon.
gentleman had not fulfilled that pro-
mise, and at this late stage of the Ses-
sion he thought every one would agree
with him that the hon. gentleman had
no intention to do so. The right
hon. member from Kingston charged
the hon. the First Minister with having
given contracts to tenderers that were
higher than others equal in ability and
financial standinr. Lt would be re-
mnembored that early in the Session
ho moved for papers respecting this
contract. From thoso papers lie found
that a Mr. Tolton tendered for this

]r. FAnow,

work at $182,630; then came Mr.
Neilson, at $200,375; Mr. Ellis,
6212,155; and thon the successful firm,
Moore & Co., $212,540. This tender of
Moore & Co. was about $30,000 higher
than Mr. Tolton's. On the 28th
February. 1874, an Order in Council
was passed, awarding the contract te
Mr. Ellis, of Toronto, Messrs. Neilson
and Tolton being passed by. But,
strange to say, four days afterwards
the following telegram was sent by
Mr. Braun to Mr. Moore:-

" Are yon prepared to deposit 5 per cent.,
and are your securities men of large means
and property ?"

The firm replied in the affirmative-
he wanted the House to bear that in
mind. On the 2nd March, Messrs.
Moore & Co. sent a telegram to Ottawa
stating that one of thuir firn would go
to that city and make arrangements,
and immediately after that an Order
in Council was passed, giving the con-
tract to this firm. The House would
bear in mind that they had here an
answer by telegram, saying that they
were able to deposit 5 per cent. as
security, and to give good security.
When this vas examined, however,
these men were net able te make the
money deposit, but in lieu of it they
offered a property they represented
to be worth $14,000. The Government
very wisely-and he gave them credit
for it-sent one of their agents to a bar-
rister named Ellwood, at Goderich,
and asked him to value the pro-
perty and report on the titl e. He was
acquainted with Mr. Ellwood, who
thoroughly understood the value of
property in that section, and the House
would be astonished to learn that this
gentleman estimated the property to
be worth or.ly about $4,500 instoad of
$14,000, while there was aise a mort-
gage on it of $1,400. Moore and Con-
pany then put in a little more proportY,
situated in Walkerton, in-addition, and
obtained other valuators, according to
their own thinking, it seemed, fron the
return, and these persons valued these
two properties at $7,500. The G-ov-
ernment then, in lieu of keeping to the
first proposition as to the 5 per cent-
on the contract price, accepted this
property worth $7,500, sonething like
$3,000 less than was originally mtend-
ed. He now come to the most impor-
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tant part of the affair. The House
would recollect that when ho moved
for the papers, the Premier appeared to
be a little alarmed, and, he might say,
the Minister of Justice was also a little
concorned. The Premier at once saw
his dilemma. In looking over the
transaction, the hon. gentleman
observed a discrepancy of $30,000, and
wrote to bis officer to ask how it came
to pass th.t Mr. Tolton did not obtain
the Goderich Harbour contract. This
little matter had, nevertheless, cost the
country $30,000. Mr. Page replied,
stating that the first reason was-that
this man was unknowii to the
Government ; the second, that his
tender was too low-a very strange
reason he might remaik; and the third,
that if this man had got the contract,
he might have been ruined, and the
Government might have thereby sus-
tained loss. lie wishod to examine
lhese points briefly. le did not alto-
gether blame Mr. Page for nsincerity.
When Mr. Page wrote that this
mim was unknown, they made no
effort to find out who he was. This
seemed strange to him, because Mr.
Tolton had already executed one con-
tract at Meaford Harbour for the Gov-
ernment, to their satisfaction, and the
man's name was in their own office.
Mr. Tolton was a man who carried out
faithfully and well all he undertook;
and how could the Government, under
the circumstances,say ho was un known.
Mr. Tolton might have been partially
unknown to Mr. Page, but not to the
Premier, as he would prove. He would
furtlhe show that the tender was not
too low. Before tIis tender was sent
in, Mr. Tolton asked Mr. John Brown
of To,.old, how much lie would charge
for- 400,000 yardsi of dredging, and Mr.
3rown had replied, that ho (Brown)
Would make a clear profit of 812,000
On the dredging, and a proportionate
profit on the iron work, because the
(ontract for supplyiig the ironwork
for Meaford Harbour was let to one
Lockerby, who was eager and anxious
also to secure the contract for the
supply of such work for the Goderich
larbourjob at thesame figure. There-

fore he asked whether this tender was
too low. Int thenext place, why should
the Government be so much concerned
abont any possible loss that might be-

fall Tolton when they were offered
abundance of security. People gen-
erally did not so act under such cir-
cumstances. If Tolton had attempted
to do the work at too low a figure, ho
would have received only 90 per cent.
for work done, and besides having this
performed so cheaply,in case of failure,
the Government would also have had
the ten per cent retained; therefore
the Govern ment could not have suffered
any loss as far as ho could perceive.
Ho considered the argument in ques-
tion a blind, which was unworthy of
consideration. He contended that Mr.
Tolton was well known in his own
locality as a contractor, as a grain
buyer, as a capable man, and as a titb-
ful and experienced man. In the face
of these fiaets how would the country
view this transaction. In one sense,
the Government knew not the man;
but they knew the other men into
whose hands they were going to place
thousands of dollars of the country's
mOney. It might be asked why the
Govern ment gave this contract to men
who tendered at a figure $30,000 higher
than Mr. Tolton, who was financially
able and in a position to give botter
security. Mr. Tolton could have
furnished security to the amount of
$50,000 more than the others, and his
sureties were Sheriff Tuttle and his
brother, who lived in the township cf
Eramosa and was worth $80,000,
while the three other men could only
furnish security for $7,500. Why did
the Government do this? Thereby
hung a tale. It would be recollected
by many members of the House that
the Minister of Justice ran for election
in Bruce in 1867. lowever strong
politically the hon. gentleman might
have been afterwards and now was,
the lion. gentleman was not at that
time so strong because he was very
nearly defeated, only obtaining a
najority of seven. This very man,

up to the time of that election had
always been an out and out Conserva-
tive, but thon ho turned his coat and
afterwards boasted that his friends had
become supporters of the present
Ministerof Justice for whom he had
secured many other votes. If it had
not been for this defection from the
Corservative party, the lion. gentle-
man would at the time have likely
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been defeated. One good turn deserves
another; and when this little job or
contract came on the carpet,Moore'was
of course anxious to secut e it, and he
accordingly'went to the very best source
to gain support-the present Minister
of Justice, who he (Mr. Farrow) be-
lieved, was not in the habit of writing
letters to parties wishing to be ad-
vanced. Nevertheless, the hou. gentle-
man wrote to Mr. Moore a very care-
fully worded letter as follows:

SToRONTO, Jan. 2nd, 1874.
" My DàAi MACKENZIE,-David Moore, of

Walkerton asks me to inform you that he is
about to tender for the Goderich works, and
I do so accordingly. I told my friend Moore
that an introduction was unnecessary, as you
would let the work fairly without respect of
persons,"

No doubt the Minister of Justice
wrote that letter in the interest of the
country. But if an introduction was
useless and unnecessary why was it
written at all. It must have been a
certain preliminary leading to an in-
troduction of some kind or other, and
no doubt somehow or other it had a
certain influence in the direction in-
tended. He had no objection to the
Government giving positions to their
friends: for "to the victors belong
the spoils." But when money was to
be experded on public works, ad-
vertisements ought to be issued,
and the men who offered to do the
work, whether Conservative or ]Re-
former, at the lowest price, should,
other things being equal, receive
the contract; and the Government
which did not so act was
reprehensible. He believed that the
present Government had violated the
principle of the contract system, and
he therefore moved the following reso-
lution :

" That Mr. Speaker do not now,leave the
Chair, but that it be Resolved, That by a
Return to an Address from the House of the
21st February, 1877, dated the 8th March,
1877; for copies of all Orders in Council
having reference to the Goderich Harbour
Works, in 1874, together with a copy of the
notice or advertisement calling for tenders
for such work, the tenders received in
response and Reports in relation thereto, with
the contract entered into for the performance
of such work, it appears:-

" That in all 16 tenders were sent in, ?or
the performance of said work, averaging
from $182,680-to $301,185. The four low-
est tenders, being as follows :-

Mr. FARRow.

John S. Tolton, Walkerton........$182,630
George Neilson,Belleville.......... 200,375
W. I. Ellis, Toronto........... 212,155
Moore, Clendenning & Wilson,

Walkerton ...... ...... ...... 212,540
" That on the 23rd February, 1874, an

Order in Council was passed, setting forth
the fact that 16 tenders hed been sent in, and
containing as follows:-' That W. H. Ellis,
whose tender is third lowest, and when ex-
tended ie found to amount to $212,155,

aper obe in a position to, execute the work
satifactorily, and that his sureties appear to
be good and solvent, and recommending that
the tender of Mr, Ellis be accepted. and
that for the due fulfillment of hie contract
satisfactory security be required on real
estate, or by deposit of money, public or
nunicipal securities, or bank stock, to the
amount of 5 per cent. on the bulk sum of
hie contract.'

" That f ur days later, on the 27th Febru-
ary, without any information in relation to
the said Ellis having, as appears by the
Return, been furnished to the Department, a
telegram to the following effect, was sent by
Mr. Braun, Secretary of the Department of
Public Works, to Messrs. Moore, Clenden-

ing & Wilson _
«'Your tender for Goderich Harbour

Works is among the lowest; are you prepared
to deposit 5 per cent. of centract amount,
and are hoth your sureties mon of large
meaus and property,' te which telegramn
Moore & Co., on the 28th day of February,
replied as follows:-

"'Prepared to make depoit and go on
with Goderich Harbour Works ; can give
satisfaction as to standin of suretiesrr

IlThat on the 7th Mardi an Order in
Council was passed on a memorandum of
the Minister of Public Works of the 5th
March, stating:-' That Mr. Ellis has left
the country, and recommending that the
next lowest tender, that of Messrs. David
Moore & Co., whose tender, when extended,
amounts to the sum of $212,540, be ac-
cepted.'

« That on the 20th March, 1874, a lette'
was addressed to J. Y. Elwood, Esq.,. of
Goderich, instructitig him to examine titles,
and state value of property offered by Mesors.
David Moore & Co. as security, and to say
what it would bring at Sheriff's sale.

" That on the 28th March, the said Elwood
reported to the Department of Public Works,
that the property offered was worth from
$5,000 to $5,500, less a mortgage upon it of
$1,400.

" That by a Rchedule submitted by other
valuators appointed by the Government on
the 1lth June, 1874, it appears that proper-
ties valued at $11,800, iess $3,400, mcum-
brances, were accepted as security, the
security having been fixed by the Department
at $7,500, being $3,127 less than 6 per cent.
on the bulk sum of the contract.

" That on the 16th day of February, 1877,
after notice had been given of the intention
to move for the papers, a letter was addressed
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by Mr. Page to Mr. Mackenzie, Minister of
Public Works, in answer to enquiry from
him, explaining the reason why the tender
of John S. Tolton had not been accepted,
the reason being that the tender of John S.
Tolton was at that time looked upon as so
low that some trouble was taken to ascertain
whether lie was a person acquainted with
sucli work ; but no information could be
obtained about him, and that it would be
injudicious to entrust the execution of such
work to him, as ilt probably would result,not
oly in a loss to the Government, but also
prove ruinous to the man himself. But there
does not appear to have been any correspon-
dence in relation to the said John S. Tolton,
or any reference to him or to the reason for
ignoring his tender at the time the contract
was let.

" That on the 22nd February, 1877, the
Hon. E. Blake addressed a note to the Hon.
A. Mackenzie, requesting that a letter writ-
tei by hin on the 2nd January, 1874, might.
be included among the papers, which letter
was in the following terms:-

" TORONTO, January 2nd, 1874.
"'My DEAR MACKENzIE,-David Moore, of

Walkerton, asks me to inforn Vou that he is
about to tender for the Goderich Works, and
I do so accordingly. I told my friend Moore
that an introduction was unnecessary, as
you would let the work fairly without respect
of persons.

"' Yours truly,

"(Signed) ' EDWARD BLAKE.'

" That, notwithstanding the statement in
the letter of Mr. Page to Mr. Mackenzie, it
appears from a statement made by an hon-
orable member in his place in this House,
that the Hon. Minister of Public Works had
information connected with the said John S.
Tolton, the following telegram having been
addressed to him by Mr. -David Stirton, at
that time a Member of this House:-

" 'GUELPH, January 4th, 1874.
"'To the Hon. ALEXANDER MACKENZIE,

Minister et Public Works, Ottawa :
"' I understand that John S. Tolton, of

Walkerton, has tendered for the Goderich
Harbour Works. Mr. Tolton is a thorough
practical, honest and reliable man, financi-
ally able, and accustomed to the construction
of Public Works. The securities naned are
reliable, sound men.

"(Signed) 'D. STIRTON.'
"That it appears that the tender of John

S. Tolton was improperly ignored, and that
the country has lost thereby the sum of
$29,525.

" That in the opinion of this House, the
Government in thus awarding this contract,
are justly censurable for violating the princi-
ples of the contract system, and causing
serious loss to the country."

Mr. MACKENZIE said, so this was
the response to the challenge ho hal

made to the hon. gentlemen opposite
to make good their pic-nic speeches.
He accepted that response, and was
quite prepared to show that not only
had the Government employed " a con-
tinuous system," to use the language
of the hon. gentleman, of setting aside
the lowest tenders and of finding some
excuse to give contracts to their
political friends, but ho was prepared
to show that the Government had sny-
ceeded beyond ail former Governments,
or at least beyond the late Government,
in awarding the largest number of the
lowest tendcred contracts in the public
service. Of this particular contract he
would say a few words in the course of'
a few minutes. ln 1870 the entire
number of contracts let was 52; of
these 25 only were let to the lowest
tenderers. In 1871, 75 contracts were
lot, of which 46 were let to lhe lowest
tenderers; in 1872, 77 contracts wero
let, of which 38 were let to the lowest
tenderers; in 1873, 76 contracts wero
iet, of which 43 were let to the lowest
tenderer. In 1874, the first year of the
present Administration, 90 contracts
were let, of which 59 were let to the
lowest tendeiers; in 1875, 73 contracts
were let, of which 58 were let to the
lowest tenderers; in 1876, 30 contracts
were let, of which 23 were let to the
lowest tenderers. The percentage let
to the lowest tenderers was as follows:
-In 1870, as to nunbers, 48 per cent.;
as to amounts, 16 per cent. In 1871,
as to numbers, 61 per cent.; as to
amounts, 37 per cent. In 1872, as to
numbers, 49 per cent.; as.1o amounts,
32 per cent. In 1873, as to numbers,
57 per cent.; as to amounts, 22 per
cent. In 1874, the first year of the
present Government, as to nummbers,
63 per cent.; as to amounts, 43 per
cent. In 1875, as to numbers, 79 per
cent; as to amounts, 78 per cent.
In 1876, ns to numbers, 77 per
cent.; as to amounts, 92 per cent.
But he had another statement still to
give. In this he left out ail of the
lowest tenders that were passed over,
for reasons attributable to contractors,
because sometimes the lowest tenders
were not accepted on account of the
lowest tenderers wit'hdrawing their
tenders. Leaving out ail such, lie
gave the results in this way: In 1870,
52 contracts were let altogether, and
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of those 32 of the lowest were accept
ed, or 62 per cent. werc given to the
lowest tenderers. The total amount
of contracts let was $9,135,430, of
which $2,455,000 was given to the
lowest tenderers. In 1871, 75 contracts
wore lot altogether, and of these 58 of
the lowost were accepted. Tho total
amount was $4,027,000, of which
b1,765,000 was given to the lowest
tenderers. In 1872, 77 contracts were
let, of which 50 were given to the
lowest tenderers. The total anount
was $1,695,000, of which $846,000 was
given to the lowest tenderers. In
1873, 73 contracts wore let, of which
53 were given to the lowest tenderers,
representing a sum of nearly
$2,000.000, out of $6,000,000. In 1874,
the first year of the present Govern-
ment, there were 90 contracts let, of
which 70 wore given to the lowest
1enderers. The total ainount was
$'>,500,000, of whieh $2,987,000 was
given to the lowest tenderers. In
1875, 73 contracts were let, of which
69 vere given to the lowest tenderers,
the othe four being given to the neKt
lowest. The total amount was
$9,269,000, of which $9,097,000 was
given to the lowest tenderers. In
1876, 30 contracts were let, of which
25 werc given to the lowest tendorers.
The total amount was $4,665,000,
of which $4,297,000 was given
to the lowest tenderers. He di-
rocted the officers of his Depart-
ment to prepare, carefully, tabular
stateinents, showing, in every case,
during the past seven years, the names
of the parties who sent in the lowest
tenders, and every particular reogarding
them; and from them it would be
scen, at a glance, how far the Govorn-
ment hadcarried that principle practi-
cally into operation The tables to
which he bad briefly adverted, and
given the goneral results, shoved that
the Government had devoted them-
selves with great anxiety and assiduity
to giving out contracts invariably to
the lowest tender, where such could be
donc consistently with the interests of
the public service; and that the Gov-
ernment had done that to a much
greater extent than did the late Gov-
ernment. Those statements he would
submîit, of course, to the Press, in order
that they might give them to the pub-

Mr. MACKENZIE.

lic. le did not know of a single in,
stance where the Government deviated
from that rule for anything but public
reasons. It was true they had been
told in one case-the case mentioied
last niglit-that a person was passed
by because he was not of the same
political faith as the Govern-ment; but
he (Mr. Mackenzie) had been able to
show, and to prove, that that person
was the only one in his (Mr. Macken-
zie's) office who declared ho was of his
own political faith. If a political friend
obtained a contract, it was said to be
due to the fact that he was a political
,friend; and, if a political opponent
received a contract, it was alloged to
be because ho had to be bought over.
Sueh was the varions reasons as-
siguied. When the hon. member for
North Huron (Mr. Farrow), or some
other member, called attention to the
matter, he (Mr. Mackenzie) had no
recollection of the circumstance., and
ho asked Mr. Page to put him in pos
session of the reasons why Mr. Tolton
was passed over. Mr. Page wiote the
following letter :-

" OTTAWA, 16th February, 1877.
"HoN. A. MAcKENZIE,

"Sra,-In reference to your enquir this
morning as to why the tender of John S.
Tolton for Goderich Harbour Works was not
accepted in January, 1874:

" 1 recollect distinctly that, after the tenders
were opened and extended, I was called into
your office and shown the list, and observed
that Mr. William Sutton, Sheriff, Walkerton,
was one of the sureties. The same gentleman
was one of the sureties for Harvey & Korman,
who had the contract for the new entrance
channel and part of the dredging at Godericl
in 1871-72.

" I was subsequently informed by this fi-l
that Mr. Sutton,although appearing as a surety,
was in some measure a partner, and was se very
sharp and troublesome that tbey had to buy
him out in order to get along in anything like a
satisfactory manner. Korman aiso left the firi,
and the works were completed by Mr. larvey
and Pani Ross, the latter being the surety for
the firm. John S. Tolton's tender was at that
time looked upon as so low that some trouble
was taken to ascertain whether he was a party
acquainted with public work : but no informa-
tion could be obtained about hlim. The other
surety offered was Henry Tolton, a farmerof
Eramosa. Judging from the tender (which
appears as if it were in Mr. Sutton's handwri t -
ing) that Mr. Tolton might also be a farmer
unacquainted with the class of work reqaired.
which,itmay be observed, consisted of a double
line of pier work 60 feet apart, the north or
river pier being 2,3(0 feet long, for which a
channel had to be dredged, the pier work Sunk
and carried to the full height the same season
in which it was commenced, requiring consider-
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able plant, knowledge, means and energy. I
tlrefore advised that, from tne low rates of
the tender, the person, so far ais could be ascer-
tkained, being unknown as a contractor,
together with the circumstances previously
nentioned, that 1 t would he useless to entrust

the execution of such works to him, as it pro-
bably would result not only in a loss to the
Governiment, but also prove ruinous to the
man himself.

"Yours, hc.,
"JOHN PAGE."

That being the opinion of the Chief
Engineer it was accepted and acted
upon. But it would be said there was
another per4on, Mr. George Neilson,
who was next to Mr. Tolton in the
anount of tender, the sum beingr
$200,375. Mr. Neilson was passed
over because lie was their defuitlter on
two contracis, one on the Intercolonial
-ind one at Port Colborne, andi he (Mr.
Mackenzie) had inade it a rule of the

i)partmecnt that where contractors
f4iled to carry out work, their tenders
should not be corsidered until satisfac-
tory arrangements had been made with
regard to the works undertaken. Act-
ing on that principle several tenders
had been altogether rejected. The
Messrs. Hatch who failed on the con-
tract for the post office building in
Ottawt tendered when the work was
re-lot, but the Department declined to
receive or consider their tender. Mr.
W. l. Ellis was the uext lowest, and
heO was commnrunicated with at once,but
f'r some .reason Mr. Ellis declined to
anSwer any letters. Messrs Moore &
Co. were next in order, and they were
commniuicated with. Hie was alto-
gether unaware as to who the gentle-
men were, knew nothing about
them, never heard as to their
political antecedents, who they
were, whore they lived, cr what
connections they had in any respect
whatever. Those gentlemen were as
nucht strangers to him as any of the

Other tendering parties; indeed, the
Only partv tendering whom be knew
was Mr. Neilson, who was very well
known to him, and whom lie would
have been very glad to have seen
receive the contract but for the cir-
Oumstances nentioned. le had, there-

e, merely to say that in this, as in
al other co' tracts,the Government had
aeted in the most perfect good faith,
trusting necessarily to a very large
extent, and especially at that time,

having newly assumed the cares of
office, to the reports of officials, more
perhaps than might have been neces
sary at a later period. The lion. inein-
ber for North Huron (Mr. Farrow) had
indulged in various speculations as to
what advantages his hon. friend (Mr.
Blake) thought might be derived fron)
giving the contract to those parties,
and to various other circumstances to
which lie (Mr. Mackenzie) would not
allude as not being pertinent to the
matter in hand Hle declined to dis-
cuss mere probabilities and dreams of
the lion. member, and lie sinply
declaved that in this, as in all other
matters of a similar kind, the Governt-
ment acted, irst, with the most perfect
good faith, and, second, with a single
oye to the public interest, that being
the chief matter to be attended to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the statisties given by the hon. the
Minister of Public Works as to the
pereestage of lowest tenders accepted
by the lato and prosent Governimenit
would be of some -use to the country
and some information to the liouse.
He did not, howevor, sec what bearing
that information had on the case under
discussion. Every contract must stand
on its own morits; whether the course
of the Government or Department of
Public Works was riglit or wrong was
to be determined simply by the facts of
each particular case. The facts of the
present case were these: M r. Tolton,
who had put in the lowest tender, was
a Government contractor' at the time
he tendered for the Goderich Harbour
works. Ie was a contractor employed
under Mr. Page on the harbour works
at Meaford. He was known to bo a
contractor. It was proved lie was a
wealthy, responsible and competent
man; and why, then, did ho not receive
the contract ? The hon. the Premier
had read a statement made the other'
day by Mr.Page, stating his recollection
of what happened in 1874. Where vas
Mr. Page's report of 1874 ? And if Mr.
Page did not know in 1874 who Mr.
Tolton was, why, the lion. the Premier
should have told hini The lion. gen-
tleman had received a letter and tele-
giram from Mr. Stirton, who was
known to lion. members as worthy of
confidence for his veracity and shrewd-
ness, and the Government had so much
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confidence in him that they gave him
an office at Guelph. Every one knew
"honest James Stirton," and no one
knew him botter or valued him more
than the hon. the Premier. That hon.
gentleman was informed by Mr. Stirton
that Mr. Tolton was a good, competent
and wealthy man, and that his sureties
were mon of wealth. The hon. gentle-
man possessed that information, but
ho did not convey it to Mr. Page, who
was wandering in ignorance all thetime.
As Mr. Page was a respectable person,
no doubt his statement was true, and
probably he had forgotten that Mr.
Tolton was employed on Meaford Har-
bour Works. The difficulty experi-
enced by Mr. Page with regard to Mr.
Tolton, would have been at once
removed if the hon. the Premier had
handed over a telegram ho had received
from Mr. Stirton. Why were those
circumstances with held from Mr.Page ?
It was difficult to understand why Mr.
Moore should be favoured. The letter
written by the hon. the Minister of
Justice was highly creditable to him-
it was a letter which Mr. Moore had a
right to ask from him. Mr. Moore
supported the hon. the Minister of
Justice, as a candidate for North Bruce,
in 1867. He was, therefore, a friend
of the hon. gentleman, and had a right
to receive a letter stating all the hon.
gentleman could honestly state. The
hon. the Minister of Justice was not in
any way personally responsible for the
loss of those $29,000 to the country.
What became of the letter sent by Mr.
Stirton, ho did not know, but it was of
comparatively little importance, be-
cause the letter was an expansion of
the telegram, which distinctly informed
the hon. the Premier in regard
to Mr. Tolton. The hon. the Minister
of Public Works was justly chargeable
with having given a contractor
$29,000 more than the sum for
which another competent man
would have executed the work. He
submitted the case to the House as it
appeared from the papers submitted,
and ho held that no hon. member could
honestly say that under the circum-
stances Mr. Tolton should not have
received the contract. Messrs. iHarvey
& Kormain had the contract for the
completion ofthe outer works in God-
erich harbour, a much more difficult

Sir Joux A. MAcDowLn.

work than that on the inner harbour,
because the outer work was liable to be
injured by storms, and indeed thev
knew that Messrs. Harvey & Kormana
sustained pecuniary loss by portions
of the work being destroyed by that
time. Yet, though Mr. Kormann re-
tired, Mr. Harvey and his surety,
Mr. Ross, finished the work, and had
made no claim on the Government for
extras. The specification showed that
for the same description of work the
tender of Mr. Tolton was from ten to
twenty per cent. higher than that of
Messrs. Harvey & Kormann. With
regard to the statement ho (Sir John
A. Macdonald) had made that the
Department had acted with undUe
favour towards some of its own
friends, there was one in-
stance: it had been shown that
Mr. Moore was a political friend, ani
that no doubt $29,000 had been lost to
the country, and before the Session
closed ho would feel it to be his duty
to submit to the louse other cases of
a similar character. The House andi
the country could come to no other
conclusion than that $29,000 Of the
public money had been thrown away.

Mr. BLAKE said he would confine
himself entirely to the personal matter.
He desired to state to the louse his po-
litical relations with the persons who
were interested in the contraet,-the
only test which could be applied to
such a case The persons who wer
interested in the contract were Messrs.
Moore, Clendenning and Wilson, 0t
Walkerton. It was true that in the
general election of 1867, when he stood
for the Local Logislature in thut con-
stituency, ho received the support of
a very considerable number of gentle-
mon who had formerly belonged, and
professed to still belong to the Conser,
vat ive party. Upon that occasion he
was elected by a very narrow maje
ity over the Liberal candidate, wh'
was defeated by 150 votes, a Conser'va
tive being elected to the flouse a-
Commons. The vote was, therefore
in his case not wholly a party one.
Among the- gentlemen who gave hiai
their support on that occasion
Messrs. MLoore, Clendenning and
son, all gentlemen belonging to,
not altogether without note, 1
the ranks of the Conservative party.
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01, the next occasion on which lie
stood for the Riding, viz., at the gene-
rail election of 1871, Mr. Moore voted
tr,. and Messrs. Clendenning and
Wilson against him. The next elec-
tion in that Riding in which ho was
concerned was in the Fali of 1871, upon
his accepting office, when he was
Olected by acclamation. The next
election was the general election in
1872, upon which occasion Mr. Moore
voted for him, Mr. Clendenning voted
against him, and Mr. Wilson did not
vote. The next election was in the
Fal of 1873, upon his resignation, on
again accepting office, at which time
lie was elected by acclamation. The
next election was in January, 1874,
,hortly after the month on which the
letter to which reference had been
iade was written. Mr. Moore told
him that he and Clendenning and
Wilson were about to tender for the
work, and he (Mr. Blake) told him
wliat was said in the letter. He was
not influenced by the circumstance
that Mr. Moore was a political friend.
IIe knew that the whole of those per-
sous were respectable citizens of his
county, and he did not conceive that
the question of a man's political rela-
tion to his member or to the Govern-
ient ougbt in the slightest degree to

a*Ilet his having every fair considera-
toi with reference to the letting
Of contracts. Upon that prineiple
hk acted. Mr. Moore having been
hc pertson who came to him, he

wrote the letter for him. Had Mr.
Clendenning, Mr. Wilson, or Mr.
Tolton corne to him ho would have
done just the same thing. He was
toutent that any letter ho had written,
or any expression that he had made
with reference to the letting of any
contract from the time he might be

p'Ulipljscd to have any influence in this
latter, should be made public, and it

would be found that they had all been
in the same fashion. He was convinced
that his hon. friend (Mr. Mackenzie)
Would let this and all other contracts
fairly, without respect to persons. He
told Mr. Moore that ho might depend
on tha', and nothing more; and ho
told his hon. friend precisely what ho
told Mr. Moore, so that ho might
Understand, as distinctly as Mr. Moore
and his partuers, that his (Mr. Blake's)

opinion was that contracts should be
let fairly, without respect to persons.
That was the last communication ho
had with any person in regard to this
subject. He knew nothing more about
it. He observed that the Order in
Council awarding the work to Mr.
Ellis, was made upon the 13th February,
ton days before the time he left the
Government. Neither by letter ior
by word of mouth had ho any other
communication with any person on
this subject. Either this letter and
the hon. gentleman's (Mr. Farrow's)
insinuations iwere relevant, or they
were not. He was glad to notice that
the hon. gentleman had indulged in
insinuations which, in effect, the hon.
member for lingston (Sir John A.
Macdonald) bad repudiated. The hon.
gentleman iutroduced this letter for
the purpose of supporting his argument
and bearing out his insinuation. ias-
much as that insinuation had been
made, he thought fit to make this
short, simple, plain statement of the
facts. He saw that the hon. gentle-
man, by the course he had adopted,
was endeavouring to have the House
vote him guilty of some unworthy con-
duct, and with this statement ho would
leave the matter in the hands of the
House.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
said the hon. member for North Huron
(Mr. Farrow) charged that the public
money had been unnecessarily expend-
ed in this case, and that the contract
was awarded to a person who was not
the lowest tender. The hon. the Min-
ister of Public Works denied that, and
claimed that from 1870 to 1873 the late
Government did not give a larger per-
centage of contracts to the lowest ten-
ders than the present Government had
done since 1873. That staterment did
not justify the hon. Minister in his
argument. In the matter of the Gati-
neau boom contract, which was dis-
cussed the other day, the bon. the
Minister of Public Works laid down
the principle that tenders could not be
considered even if they were reccived
one minute after twelve o'clock, and,
acting on that principle, he excluded
certain tenders for that work. He
wished to refer to the building of the
Marine Hospital at Sydney, Cape Bre-
ton, for which several gentlemen ten-
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dored. According to a Minute in
Council passed February 2nd, 1875,the
contract for this work -was awarded to
Mr. Toole, who was tho second lowest
bidder, on the ground that it would be
impossible for the other man (Mr.
McKean) to perform the contract for
the sum for which ho tendered.
Shortly after that, owing to some infli-
ence being brought to bear on the hon.
the Minister of Public Works, the con-
tract was taken from Mr. Toole, and
awarded to Mr. McKean. It would
have been supposed thon that the
building would have cost no more than
the sum for which Mr. McKean origi.
nally tendored for, but owing to an
extension of timo granted this gentle-
man, and his being also the Govern-
ment Superintendont of the work, it
cobt only $400 less than if Mi. Toolo
had constructed it. This would show
that the Government did "not, to say
the least, act with .commendable dis-
cretion in such matters.

Mr. LANDERKIN said as the par-
ties to whom roference was made in
the amendment lived in his section of
country, he coul I speak with some
persona[ knowledge of this subject.
lie undorstood tho hon. member for
North Huron (Mr. Farrow) to say that
Mr. Tolton was a wealthy man, a man
of undoubted means, superior in finan-
cial ability to Messrs. Moore, Clenden-
ning and Wilson. The bon. member
for Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald)
also made a similar statement. He
(Mr. Landerkin) was vory much sur-
prised to hear those hon. gentlemen
make thoso statements. Thoso persons
who knew all the parties woul 1 per-
haps be much more astonished. lie
(Mr. Landerkin) beliovod he was quite
safe in asserting that the financial posi-
tion of Messrs. Moore, Clcndenning
and Wilson was quite safe and relia-
ble.

Mr. FARROW: Yes, now.
Mr. LANDERKIN: And wlen the

contract was entered into. The obsor-
vations of the hon. member for North
Huron were intended to mislead the
flouse and the publie. HEo had not a
word to say against Mr. Tolton, but he
thought the Government acted wisoly
in giving the contract to Moore & Co.,
althongh their tender was somewhat

Mr. MCDONALD.

higher. It was well known in the see-
tion from which he came that Messrs.
Moore & Co. were bighly deserving and
capable of fulfilling their contract.
The early and r atisfactory compleiion
of this contract had justified this good
opinion ofthem. For himself ho never
advocated that the lowest tonderer
should always receive the con-
tract. Every person knew that
tho adoption of such a system
might, at times, be very prejudicial
to the public interests, and ho bolieved
it was the duty of the Government to
exorcise discrotion in giving contracts.
lie never found fault with the late
Government for exercising discretion
in this particular, but ho was awaro
that the prosent Administration had,
as a rule, favoured the lowest tender.
1 one instance, where a friend and
supporter of his tendered in reference
to mail service, although his tender was
only $1.00 higher than the successfil
competitor, the contract was not given
him. lie knewanother case where a
diflerence of $5.00 gave a contract to a
political opponent, when one of his
supporters had tendered. The charge
was made to show that the Govern-
ment had given this contract to their
friends, although the Chief Engineer
stated that the reasons why Tolton's
tender was not accepted was, because
it was too low, and thit he was unwill-
ing to accept Sheriff Sutton as security,
as he, when a security in aformer con-
tract at Goderich, had given so much
trouble that the Department was not
willing to accept him for this one. An
atteipt had been made to show that
Moore's property was only worth
$4,590, and was encumbcred by a
mortgage. Te show how deliberate an
attempt this was to lower Mr. Moore's
financial standing, he had only to
state that a portion of this proprity
was sold a short time ago for oer
$12,000.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
hc would not have spoken on tho sub-
ject had it not been for the remarks of
tie hon. member for Cape Breton (Mr.
McDonald), w ho had taken an unfair
advant age of the Govern ment, in bri ng-
ing the charge lie had, wlhen the
Government had no opportunity Of
placing the facts before the louse. l1c
understood the hon. gentleman to Com'

[COMMONS.] Zarbour WËor s.



farbour Works. 1551

plain of the Government for having
given a contract for building the Syd-
ney Marine Hospital to a party who
ha'd sent in the lowest tender, and for
having been guilty of the gross out-
rage of not baving awarded it to a
friend of bis own, whom the hon. gen-
tleman characterised as a Liberal Con-
seivative, inasnuch as this person ton-
(lered for a considerably larger amount.
it seemed to him that this was hardly
a legitimate matter for complaint. The
Govern ment wore bound, as a duty they
owed to the country, to give the con-
tract to the person who would perform
it properly and efficiently, and for the
very lowest sum. Tho hon. gentleman
a1ho said that the eventual cost of the
work was nearly as great as if it had
been awarded to the person alluded to ;
but the lion. gentleman in this was
exceedingly inaccurate, for he belioved
that the worik was completed for the
exact amount named in the successful
tender, which was some $2,000 less
than the tender to which the hon.
member had reference, and other
:'mounts which might have beenadded,
be thoughtdid not exceed $120 or $130,
:îîîd this was for what the Superinten-
dent of tie Works declared was extra
work outside of the contract. The lion.
gentleman also said that the Govern-
ment had given an extension of time,
and afforded Mr. McKean certain con-
(eessions to which he was not entitled.
The extension was granted, but the
hon. gentleman had not mentioned that
the coltractor was ready to go on with
the work, but was prevented doing so
(In accoun t of the neglect or negligence
('I some persons to purchase the land
n1ecessary for the purpose. The work
wvas thlus delayed for two or three
ilonths, and the Govern ment had, in
.instice, consented to an extension of

for one or two months. The
1on. gentleman said that the contrac-

Lor superintended bis own woîk ; but
tis was inaccurate. A person was

Pl>lpOin1ted by the Government to per-
lrm this duty.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton) said
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackay) had
declared that he had been extremo!y
infacurate in his statement; but the
laets Wore these: one tender was for

Mr. MACKAY rose
order, as the papers in
not bofore the House.

to n point of
question 'Veo

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. gentle-
man bas no right to answer; but lie
would have a right to explain any
misrepresentation or misunderstand-
ing.

Mr. TUPPER said lie thought his
hon. friend (Mr. McDonald) bad a
right to explain. as tho accuracy of
his statements was enled in question.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think not. Tho
ride of Parliament is that wlen an
lion. gentleman is misunderstood by
anybody following him, or if anything
is minsrepresented lie lias a riglt to
explain and state: " I did not say so,"
Or " I meant to say so and so;" or
" what I stated vas this ;" but he can-
not reply.

Mr. McDONALD said the hon. gen-
tleman had distinctly stated that lie
was inaccurate in saying that the
contractor had superintended his own
work.

Mr. SPEAKER: Did or did not the
hon gentleman may so ?

Mr. MoDONALD: 1 did say sO.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the bon. gen-
tlenan has no right to raise the
question.

Mr. McDONAL D: I give the repoit
of the Minister of Publie Works as my
authority.

Mr. ORTON said ho was very sorry
to hear the bon. member for South
Grey refer to the present financial

position of -Mr. Tolton, with whom he
vas well acquainted; and he could

only say that at the time this contract
was let, Mr. Tolton vas considered to
be wealthy, while bis brotlier was
possessed of considerable means. At
the present time, the former was not
so well off as be had been, but ho did
not occupy the position which the lion.
gentleman tried to make appear. Af-
ter this contracut was awarded, he (Mr.
Tolton) had engaged in other business,
and bought a mill,-milling had not
been a good business in this coun-
try for somo years back. Mr.
Tolton had lost a considerable
sum of money. He thought it
could not be denied that the hon.
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member for North Huron had
established that there was ample evi-
dence in the possession of the Minister
of Public Works, when the contract
was awarded, to show that Mr. 'Tolton
was a reliable man, and thoroughly
competent to do the work; and, in the
face of ail this, it was distinctly proved
that the Minister of Public Works
and the Government were responsible
for baving wrongly spent $30,000 of
the people's money. The hon. member
for North Grey had alluded to the
wealth and standing of Messrs. Moore,
Wilson & Clendenning; but it was a
somewhat remarkable fact that, when
this contract was let, these gentlemen
could not find landed or any other
security for $10,000. He could now
state, on good authority, that so fat had
been this job that one of these gentle-
men had been since enabled to pur-
chase a property for no less than
$52,000. It was evidently a very
profitable and agreeable thing to be a
friend of the Minister of Justice.
Another significant fact had been dis-
closed in the discussion. The Minister
of Justice was not then a member of
the Government; and it was well
known that when out of the Govorn-
ment the hon. gentleman was any-
thing but a source of strength to the
Administration.. Viewing this circum-
stance in the light of other facts of
which this House were well aware,
such as the skill and tact shown by
the Miiiister of Public Works in the
tirst formation of his Government in
attracting friends, as exhibited by the
manner in which the hon gentleman
obtained the friendship and support of
the Prince Edward Island representa-
tives, it might seem to some minds
that the bon. gentleman (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) had an object in view
in acting se as to please
and gratify the Minister of Justice
by giving this contract to the hon.
gcntlenan's friends. He wtvas verv
glad that the matter had been brouglt
up, and he considered that the bon.
member for North Huron I al
thoroughly established his case.

Mr. McCALLUM said thatt in his
section of the country this work was
regarded as having cost a great deal
more money than it ought to have
done. In the first place, mistakes had

Mr. ORTON.

been made in the engineering work;
and in the next place, the people at ail
events in his section, believed that great
favouritism had been shown in the
letting of the contract. He was amused
to hear the defence of the Minister of
Public Works, who, when charged with
the waste of $29,000, justified himself
by saying that the former Government
had done similar things. Butthiswas
not what the hon. gentleman had
advocated when in Opposition. The
bon. gentleman had acceded to power
in order to put an end to favouritism.
He did not at ail approve of the policy
of the Government with regard to the
awarding of contracts for public works.
This policy iended to make the rich
richer and the poor poorer. In
the first place, it was required
by the present system that a de-
posit of 5 per cent. of the whoie cost
should be made; and though a con-
tractor wcre pretty well off, hc might
not be able to raise the moncy. The
furnishing of good securities, besides
the retention of 4 per cent. on the
whole cost of the work under contract,
ought to be sufficient. How was it in
this case? Land of insufficient value
had been accepted as surety, and, in
some instances, railway stock, very
much watered at that, had been so
taken from favourites of theAdininistra-
tion. The latter had been the case,he be-
lieved, in connection with the Georgian
Bay Branch Railway. That Mr. Moore
was rich had nothing whatever to lo
with the case; he might well be so if
he obtained $29,000 more than the
work was worth, and this was the
question at issue-that the peo)le t
this country, througli the action (f
the Government, had lost $29,000.
viich, taken out of the Publie Trea-

sury, had been placed in Moore s
po kets. And what did the hon,
member for South Grey say? That he
knew two oi thrce instances in which
the Governnient had accepted the
lowest tenders, and only ini
one or two instances were the cases
mentioned. He protested agrainst cOn-
tractors heing required to make a de-
posit of 5 peu cent. on the whole cost
of a work before it was commenced.
This placed too much power in the
hands of the Government; and ne
Government should have it, as this l
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lowed them to decide in favour of their
favourites, and he was informed many
such instances of favouritism had oc-
curred in the awarding of contracts for
the enlargement of the Welland canal.
When it was said that Mr. Tolton was
unable to complete the work, whro was
better authority for his position than
Mr. David Stirton, a former member
of the flouse, and an honest man, whose
word, as well as bis signature, would
be taken in any part of the country,
and who had since been honoured by
getting an office from the Government.

lie Minister of Public Works was
condemned by bis own action, in en-
deavouring to show that other Govern-
ments had done nearly the same thing.
He would not have done justice to the
people he had the honour to represent
had ho not expressed his disapproval
of the hon. gentleman's course in this
matter.

Mr. DYMOND said the first ques-
tion which suggested itself regarding
this subject was-what was the ground
work of the motion. When they
listened to the speeches of the mover
and of the hon. member for Centre
Wellington and remembered how the
matter had been discussed in the Press,
they found that the turning point of
the whole case, and the main cause
assigned for the motion, was the fact
that the Minister of Justice had some
motive or other which induced him to
place the claims of Messrs. Moore,
Clendenning & Co., in a fàvourable
light before the Minister of Publie
Works. In short, the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Mackenzie) was charged with
corruption and the spending of $30,000
more than was necessary, in order
that a political friend of the Minister
of Justice might be gratified. The
answer to the hon. member for North
H1uron and the hon. member for Centre
Wellington was found in the language
of the hon. member for Kingston. The
Ofly evidence of any corrupt contract
lwith Moore, Clendenning & Co., was
to be found in the letter read by the
mnover and written by the hon. the
Minister of Justice, which the right
bon• member for Kingston said waa
eminently creditable to the writer.
That disposed of the ground-work of
the vhole charge, unless there was
3m efIthing outside of the information

98

that had been placed before the House.
Nobody supposed that any Government
would recklessly give away $30,000,
unless there was some motive for doing
so. The bon. gentlemen were judging
the Government by their own measure.
The hon. the Minister of Justice said
that Mr. Mooie had been a Conserva-
tive; but Mr. Moore, it seemed, had
intelligence enough, which was highly
creditable to him, to vote for that hon.
gentleman. But Mr. Clendenning was
still wandering in the dark labyrinth
of Conservatism and voted against the
Minister of Justice. Mr. Wilson, how-
ever, was such a good friend of the pre-
sent Government that he did not vote
at all. So the Government, if they acted
corrnptly, gave $10,000 to oblige a
friend, and $20,OOO to bribe two
opponents. The right hon. member
for Kingston said this was one of a
series of cases to be brought before the
House in order to sustain the allega-
tions which he had made in his
speeches last summer, when ho said:
"Let any Conservative try to get a
contract, let any Conservative apply
for an office, he would not get it."
But here were two Conservatives at all
events who got a contract. Hero at
all events was fair play. The right
hon. member for Kingston found fault
with the hon. the Minister of Publie
Works for not following the advice of
Mr. David Stirton and for following
the counsels of the Chief Engineer,
Mr. Page. If the contract had been
given according to Mr. Stirton's advice
the Minister of Public Works would
be denounced as a corrupt man, and
now he was denounced for not doing
so. What was a Government to do
under such circumstances ? When the
present Government were in opposition
there were witnessed no such unfair-
ness, false charges and trumpery allega-
tions. Had this been the case they
would not have received the general sup-
port of the country which they now had.

Mr. WHIT E said it was not a case
of Conservative against Reformer, but
as to whether the Government had not
given a contract te a man who had
tendered $30,000 above the lowest
tender.

Mr. CAMERON asked whether, as
the lowest tender was not accepted,
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the leave of the Governor in Council
had been had to award it to another
person.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it had been.
Mr. CAMERON said then this

placed the responsibility upon the
overnment, and not u n Mr. Page.

Re understood that 31r. Tolton had
contracted for some works at Meaford
Harbour, and therefore must have
been an experienced contractor.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this was sub-
sequent to the present transaction, and
the work was under the local authori-
ties and not the Government.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Farrow) negatived on the following
division

Messieurs
Baby Macdonald (Kingston)
Benoit, McDonald (CapeBreton)
Blanchet McKay (Colchester)
Bowell Macmillan
Cameron McCallum
Campbell MeQuade
Caron Masson
Oimon Mitchell
Colby Moffat
Costigan Monteith
Coupal Montplaisir
Outhbert Mousseau
Daoust Orton
Desjardins Ouimet
Dewdney Pinsonneault
Domville Platt
Farrow Plumb
Fer son Pope (Compton)
FleBher Robillard
Fraser Robinson
Gandet Robitaille
Gibbs (North Ontario) Rochester
Gibbs (South Ontario) Rouleau
Gili Roy
Haggart Stephenson
Harwood Thompson (Cariboo)
Hurteau Tupper
Jones (South Leeds) Wallace (S. Norfolk)
Langevin White (East Hastings)
Lanthier White (North Renfrew)
Little Wright (Pontiac).-62.

NATS:

Appleby
Archibald
Bain
Barthe
Béchard
Bernier
Bertram
Biggar •

Blan
Bolduc
Borden
Borron
Bowman
Boyer
Bronse

Mr. CAMERON.

sieurs
Horton
Huntington
Irving
Jetté
Joues (Halifax)
Killam
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald (0.Toronto)
Macdougall (E. Elgin)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
Mackenzie

Brown McCraney
Buell MoIntyre
Burk Mclsaac
Burpee (St. John) McLeod
Burpee (Sunbury) McNab
Carmichael Metcalfe
Cartwright Mills
Casey Oliver
Casgrain Paterson
Cauchon Perry
Cheval Pettes
Church Pickard
Cockburn Pouliot
Coffin Power
Cook Ray
Cunningham Richard
Delorme Ross (East Durham)
De St. Georges Ross (West Middleser>
Dymond Ross (Prince Edward)
Ferris Ryan
Fiset Scatcherd
Fleming Schultz
Flynn Scriver
Forbes Sinclair
Fréchette Smith (Peel)
Galbraith Smith (Westmoreland>
Geoffrion Snider
Gibson St. Jean
Gillies Thompson (Haldimand)
Gillmor Thomson (Welland)
Goudge Trow
Greenway Vail
Guthrie Wallace (Albert)
Hagar Wood
H all Workman
Higinbotham Young.-103.
Holton

Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD ex-
plained that the basis of his assertion
that Mr. Tolton had a contract at Mea-
ford Harbour, was a letter which lie
received from that gentleman, in
which he said :-

".Mr. Page appears to have had great diffi-
culty in ascertaining whether I was personally
acquainted with such work, although I was at
the time constructing a harbour at Meaford
under his specifications."

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

SUPPLY.

XII. PUBLIC WOEXS AND BUILDINGs
CHARGEABLE TO INCOME.

louse again resolved itself into Comi-
mittee of Supply.
98. Harbours and breakwaters

Quebe .............. 2200

In reply to Mr. LANGEVIN,
Mr. MACKENZIE said the pier at

Rimouski had been assumed by the
railway. Some of the other piers were
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Supply.

quite dilapidated, and t
reported that it would re
$20,000 to repair them.

Mr. LANGEVIN said
Islet was not wanted,
to be repaired. It
been built high enough
water at high tides,
high winds, being carried
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he engineer
quire about

the pier at
or needed
had never
to prevent
or during

over it. For
that reason, at certain periods of the
year, the pier could not be used.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the pier at
Islet would take 617,000, that at
Berthier, $3,000.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he regretted
that the Minister had not been in a
position to ask a special vote to con-
tinue the pier at Baie St. Paul, in the
County of Charlevoix. It was a work
which was begun, and he thought it
was only proper that it should be com-
pleted. There was another wharfat St.
Cimon, at the other end of the county,
but he did not press that.

Vote agreed to.
99. Harbours and Break-

waters in New Brunswick $97,000
Mr. MASSON said that last year the

Minister had told the House that the
amount asked for would be sufficient
to complete the work at Saint John.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I cannot have
said that.

Mr. MASSON: I noted it down.
Mr. MACKENZIE: It was impos-

sible. This was a work under con-
tract, the amount being $224,000, and
whatever balance is required to com-
plete the contract must be paid.

Mr. MASSON: 8339,000 has been
paid for that work.

Mr. MACKENZIE: But it has not
ail been expended. The contractors
had got on with their work very well ;
perhaps it is one of the best works
mn the Dominion. I think the amount
of the estimates was $224,000. Mr.
IPerley's estimate was $240,000.

Mr. LANGEVIN: How much has
been expended on it now?

M r. MACKENZIE said that up to the
7th of December the expenditure was
$138,664. The appropriation for
1876-7 was $65,000, and the expendi-
ture $63,795. The total amount re-

9s8
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quired for completion was put down at
892,000, making $230,000, including
the amount for engineering and in,
spection.

Mr. DOMVILLE askedwhat steps
had been taken to put the Harbour of
Saint John into commission?

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was not
in a position to say anything about
St. John harbour. The first movement
was made by the Board of Trade, an
irresponsible body with whom the
Government could have no communi-
eation, as the harbour was the property
of the City Council; but there was a
general desire to have it placed in
Commission, and it was probable that
it would be carried out next Session.

Mr. LANGEVIN asked if the pre-
sent vote would complete the work?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Not quite.
Mr. McLEOD said he regretted to find

that the Government had not consid-
ered that there was any county in New
Brunswick outside of St. John, which
required an appropriation. It seemed
that Gloucester was the only one en-
titled to any consideration. So far as
the trade of that county was concerned,
it had, perhaps, less trade, less exports,
less tonnage going to the principal port
of shipment than any other county in
New Brunswick. He saw by the Es-
timates that $9,000 was appropriated
for a wharf at Clifton, Gloucester
County, the locality furnishing an
equal amount. He understood that
that was a wharf which the Govern-
ment proposed to purchase from the
parties who had erected it for their
own use, and, he supposed, applied to
carrying on their own private business.
Then there was another vote of $1,000
for Grande Anse, Gloucester County.
Last year the sum of $3,000 was ap-
propriated for the same purpose, on
the ground that the locality would
furnish an equal amount. He believed
the locality had not furnished an oqual
amount. So far as his county was
concerned, the harbour of Richibucto
was in want of improvements.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he felt bound
to back up the member for Kent (Mir.
McLeod) in asking for anything that
New Brunswick was entitled to, and a
little ïnore. He had no doubt that the
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ounty viewed with* pride the, able harbour improvements, and if the
legislation which that lon. gentleman Government did do something they
had taken part in during this and the might be obliged to modify the
last Session, and the inany speeches charges on shipping, which were felt
which he had made on the various somewhat severely at present.
questions of the day. Hle thought the Mr. LANGEVIN said, in the matter
Premier should reconsider the matter, of harbour improvements, the hon. the
and when he brought down the Sup- Minister of Public Works seemed to
plementary Estimates do something for have looked specially to the counties
that county. represented by his friends. They had

iMr. MACKENZIE said the $7,000 for no shelter on their coast, and it was not
Shippegan was simply a re-vote to proposed to build anytbing. This was
enable the work there to be finished. rather unfortunate, as a great many
It was the building of a long pier near vessels traded in that neighbourhood.
the upper end of the peninsula, andthe pl)r ed o th peinslaand Mr. MACKENZIE said, for the last-was not intended for any local benefit three Sessions, hardly a dollar had been
at al 1, but to enable vessels frequenting taken for the south shore, whcreas a
that quarter to obtain shelter. The considerable amount was expcndcd on
amount of the contract was $18,700, the north shore. The hon. gentleman
.and $9,110 had been expended updto appeared to wish that, repeated con-
the 31st December. It was intended stantly, no other counties but
to extend the length of the pier 120 Charlevoix should have any attention
feet, and to construct an L of 200 feet, paid to them.
the locality bearing half the expense
.and agreeing to transfer all the rights
connected with what had been built to Antigonish, AntigonishCo. $5,000
the Dominion. The vote of $1,000 was McNaii's Cave, do 5,000
to finish the snall harbour. White Point, Queen'sCo.. 3,500

Mi. DOMVILLE called attention to 100 Jordan Bay, Shelburne Co. 2,000
the harbour of Shediac, which he Meteglan Cove, Digby Co. 3,000
thought had hardly accommodation Belliveau Cove.........3,00
,enough for vessels discharging cargoes General repaira........10,000
theret

Mr. MACKENZIrE said it was .ro-M K
posed to buid an L toa the end of the East Mr. MACKENZIE said a number of
pier therewhich, it was expectedwould breakwaters and piers pad suffred
remedy the difficulties existing there at daage from storms, and the Govern-
present. With this improvement and ment lad resolved to ask for this
-a littie dredging they would be able $10,000 for general repairs, to be em-
to maintain from 14 feet so 16 feet of ployed in preventing the destruction

Cwater. No portion of the vote for of some of those works. Lt had been a
iRichibucto was expended last yepr, very general experience that the
because the engineer reportec that it works undertate en during the first six
would require $150,000 toW make the or seven years of Confederation were
barbour wbat it shold be. They did done on too slight a plan.
flot fMel justified in entering upon any The works, for instance, in one 3ar-

exeiditure, there when the sum. at bour, which cost altogethor a largme suIU
their disposai was calculated to do 0 of money, were almost entirely de-
litte good; and they preferred wait- stroyd by a gale in 1873 Some work
ing to ascertai n with more partieularity at Liverpoo also had been danaged by
wbe r somothinc, could be done next a heavy sea; and this had been the cdse
rem upon some other plan whieh at vario s other lac d e feit it n-
would prWserve the harbour and at the heesary to a sk for ageneral vote tO
same time keep the ground clear. make these repairs. There w 11 m
'The harboiirs of Bathurst and Richi' part of the New Brunswick co&st 80
bueto d feerved attention from the fact exposed as the coast of Nova Secotin
that they paid a large amount of o the action of the watera of the
iarbour dues. They really padd foo Gulf and of the Atlanti. I pN
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Brunswick the only exposed portion
lay between the harbour of St. John's
and the boundary line, This was the
only harbour in that neighbourhood
where any expensive works were to
be done; but they did not propose to
do anything there at present.

Mr. LANGEVIN: This is not to
be a permanent vote.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No.

Mr. FORBES said they felt very
much the want of the improvement
proposed. The breakwater to which
the Premier had alluded had been
exposed to serious injury from storms.
If repairs were not made during the
coming season, a large part of the
superstructure would be probably
carried away. He was very much
pleased to see this vote placed in the
Estimates, as the expenditure of a few
dollars in time in the past would have
saved considerable expense ; and he
had no doubt that this expenditure
would prevent the work being further
injured and prevent a greater charge on
the revenue.

Mr. MITCHELL said that the on-
trance of Miramichi and Gloucester
was very much exposed. He would
call attention to a breakwater at Escu-
minac Point, a place of refuge for the
fishermen on that coast. They ran in
there from the herring bank when a
storn arose; and this was really a very
exposed place. He had seen as many as
300 or 400 fishermen there at one time,
and a small sum expended in making
a breakwater at this point would do
immense service in affording shelter,
and preventing the loss of many lives.
SOme years ago, as many as 80 or 90
fishermen were lost in a gale in this
neighbourhood, in one night. He
hoped a vote would be put in the Sup-
Plementary Estimates for the purpose
he had mentioned.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that
hardly any of these votes were
for new works. The $5,000 for
Antigonish was to enable them to
comnplete the dredging at a certain

er up'to a certain point. This would
Ssuieient for many years; and other

parts of the coast would yet ho equally
well attended to. The works, at
McNair's Cove had failed once or twice.

The vote was for general repairs to the,
breakwater, which had almost been
destroyed by a heavy gale last Fall. It
was eompleted in December, 1873, at a
cost of some $29,000; and to prevent
its utter destruction this vote of $5,000
was asked for. In White Point,
Queen's County, and Jordan Bay,
Shelbourne County, a great many of
the smaller craft found shelter occa-
sionally. He did not think that these
works required transfer.To many places
in Nova Scotia the Local Government
had granted sums to aid in the con-
struction of breakwaters and shelters
required for vessels, and they had
occasionally supplemented these votes.
These were publie works. There
were no tolls collected on the
wharves. At some expensive pla3es
tolls were established. They pro-
posed that tolls should be established
in varions other places for the mainten-
ance of piers. The invariable rule was
that they should not build wharves or
piers and breakwaters unless they
were for the benefit of sea going ves-
sels. Ie considered that all these
were now public works.

Vote agreed to.
101. Harbour and breakwater,

Prince Edward Island. $30,000
Mr. MACKENZIE said that the vote

of $20,000 for Colville or Souris Bay
was part of the vote required to exe-
cute a contract entered into two years
ago. The cost of it was estimated at
schedule prices at about $67,000. The
amount expended last Session was
$35,500, and this left a sum of about
$3,600 in hand, which would shortly be
spent. They hoped that this $20,000
would complote, or very nearly
complete, the work-the construction
of a new breakwater. The railway was
brought to the side of a shallow stream
running into the bay, and the depth of
water was not more than seven or ten
feet at this particular point. When the
pier was finished, the depth was 17 or
19 feet, and when the work was com-
pleted, they hoped to have about 20
feet. This was one of the few really
excellent harbours of the Island. The
Malpeque breakwater, for which
810,0>0 was asked, was a new work in
an old harbour. The Island was shaped
like a crescent, the concave side being
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-to the north, and the result was that
the north coast was visited by violent
storms, which concentrated towards
the centre; and when vessels were
.caught from the west or east end
-during a gale, it was very difficuit for
them to escape, unless shelter was

.afforded. There were three principal
harbours on this shore-Massapeque
was the best and largest,but its entrance
was somewhat difficult on account of a
-double bar. Malpeque was compara-
tively easy of entrance; and for St.
Peter's Bay, a vote of $5,000 would be
proposed in the Supplementary Esti-
mates in order to secure a fair entrance.
It would then be one of the best har-
on the coast.

Mr. POWER said Colville or Souris
Bay opened to the south, and it had
been the case that there was no shelter
for vessels to anchor there. It had a
depth of about 16 or 20 feet, and
it now was a good sheltering place"
H1e believed that the work proposed
would be of great advantage to that
part of the country. The terminus of
the railroad was at the eastern end of
the Island. Malpeque and Colville Bay
were two of the best harbours on the
Island.

Vote agreed to.
102. Slides and booms,......... 85,000.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
-he had questioned the Minister of Pub-
lic Works last Session as to the neces-
sity of constructing certain works at
the Rapides des Rochers, and of re-
moving certain rocks from the channel
at Cap Gravel. If he understood the hon.
gentleman aright, he was told that the
former were recommended by the Sup-
erintendent or the Engineer in charge.
As he saw, however, that the vote was
reduced instead of being increased, he
wished to enquire whether it was the
intention of the Government to have
these works constructed during the
present year.

Mr. MIACKENZIE: They are cer-
tainly not included in this vote, at all
events. I would not like to say abso-
lutely that it is not our intention to do
sor;'but I will be able to give the hon.
gentleman an answer in a few days.

Vote agreed to.
Mr. MAcKENZIE.

103 Dredge vessels ............. $22,0o
Dredging ................... 92,000

Mr.MITClELL said it would be very
desirable if the vote for the Maritime
Provinces was separated. He would
again call the attention of the Minister
of Publie Works to the Harbour at the
mouth of the Miramichi. le thought
one of the dredges should be sent to
the bar for a few days. The work of
dredging there so far was satisfactory,
but it would be useless unless it was
completed all across the bar. It was
not right that two of the dredges
should be stationed all the time at St.
John's Harbour.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the two
dredges were only at St. John's Har-
bor during the winter, and one of
theM would be leaving on or about the
20th instant.

Mr. McDONALD (Cape Breton)
enquired whether a dredge could not
be sent to Lingan, as there was some
dredging much required at that place
to permit vessels in the coal trade
passing. He understood that a tele-
gram had been sent by a Mr. Coffin
from one of the Departments to the
agent of the Company who worked
Lingan mines, asking for information
for his (Mr. McDonald's) colleague on
this matter. This telegram, whether
authoriz3d by the Premier or not, led
to the belief that the Government in-
tended to send the dredge there soon.
Ie hoped they would do so.

Mr. DECOSMOS asked why no pro-
vision was made for continuing the
dredging at Victoria Harbour. When
British Columbia entered into Confeder-
ation it was expected by the people of
Province that they would receive their
full share of harbour improvements.
Tley handed over to the Dominion
Government dredging material which
cost $100,000, and it was now laid-up
doing nothing. He believed an order
had been sent from the Department of
Public Works to stop all improvements
there. When it was considered that
Victoria harbour alone paid half as
much customs' duties,within a fraction,
as the whole of the 1?rovince of New
Brunswick, and two-fifths as much as
the great Province of Nova Scotia, and
that there were a great many large
foreign ships calling there, it would at
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once be seen that there was cause of
.complaint against the Government,and
against the Minister of Public Works
in particular. He believed the Domin-
ion Engineer had represented the
Mece3sity of the Government dredging
a portion of Victoria harbour along the
front of the wharves, where the mud
was carried down from the streets of
the city,and also that the rocks should be
removed. It was absolutely necessary
that something should be done in a
short time to keep the harbour open.
The harbour had answered all the pur-
pose of their commerce for the last
twenty years, and would still do so for
a long time to corne; but some small
sum of money ought to be spent in
dredging it. It had been alleged by
the Mail Steamship Company running
into Victoria that they could not get
into that harbour. That was a mistake.
They could do so, although there were
difficulties to contend with. The first
difficulty was the filling up of the har-
bour, and then there were the rocks
which wanted romoving. He sincerely
trusted that the Minister of Public
Works would give some explanation
why these improvements had not been
carried out.

Mr. MACKENZIE said as the hon
member had remarked, vessels of
almost any size could get into Victoria
harbour without any danger or diffi-
culty, at prosent, and it could not
be expected that the Government
would spend money merely for
spending's sake. It could scarcely
be expected that the Government
could remove the mud and filth that
flowed from the city. That should be
done by the local authorities. The
Domnrion Government merely re-
moved bars, &c. The rocks referred to
must, undoubtedly, be removed. There
was, at present, a vote unexpended
which could be applied to the removal
of the most dangerous of the rock.. As
to the harbour of Lingan, that was
only a small place, and the Govern-
Ment did not feel justified in asking the
$30,000 or $40,000 which would be
ilecessary to cut the canal through the
maud, in order to accomplish what was

Àdesired.

Mr. L ANGEVIN suggested that, in
future, the amounte £r the several

Maritime Provinces for dredging
should be stated separately.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he would
not like to bind himself not to change
the situations of the dredges when
necessity arose.

Mr. LANGEVIN asked where the
$10,000 for the Province of Quebec
was to be expended.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Chiefly between
St. Johns and St. Ours.

Mr. LANGEVIN asked whether
there was an appropriation to remove
the mud bank below Father Point.

Mr. MAOKENZIE replied in the
negative.

Vote agreed to.
104 Miscellaneous Works

not otherwise provided
for............................ 810,000

105 Surveys and Inspec-
tions ......................... 45,00

106 Arbitrations and
Awards ...................... 15,000

107 Maintenance and repairs
of Steamers Napoleon
II, Newfield, Druid,
Glendon and Sir James
Douglas ..................... 100,000

Mr. PLUMB asked how much of the
proposed vote would be devoted to re-
pairs on the steamer " Glendon."

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
that some reference was made last
year in regard to that steamer, and he
was now in a position to make a state-
ment with regard to her purchase.
Every precaution was adopted before
the purchase was made, and É& report
was made by Mr. Wm. Smith, the
efficient Steamboat Inspector of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick. That
officer reported that the vessel was suit-
able for the service for which she was
required; that she was able to steam
at seven knots an hour, and that she
was worth $25,000. He, as Minister
of Marine and Fisheries,offered $20,000,
and it was accepted. The
" Lady Head " was transferred from
Halifax. to another service, and the
" Glendon " replaced ber; and he had
received a letter from a competent
oficeial at that city, statitig= that the
vessel was very useful, and that such;a
ship was required for the buoying an4
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lighthouse service. The Department
proposed to expend $12,000 on repair-
ing her.

Mr. PLUMB asked how much had
been spent on repairs since the vessel
was purchased by the Government.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said the
vessel had cost for repairs much more
than was expected, but if hon. members
would read the report of the Steamboat
Inspector, tbey would consider him
justified in purchasing her at the price.

Mr. CARON said that if he correctly
remembered the discussion of last year,
it was theu stated that the vessel had
proved unequal to the work for which
she was purchased.

Mr. SMITH said he would leave the
House to determine whether he was
justified in purchasing the vessel for
$20,000 after they had read the Steam-
boat Inspector's report, which was as
follows:-

"The freight steamer "Glendon" was
built at this port (St. John, N. B.) and was
completed and employed in August, 1872. The
hull was built under the inspection of Mr.
Thos. H. Sime, surveyor for Bureau Veritas.
The engine, boiler, &c., were furnisbed by
Messrs. Geo.'Fleming & Sons, engine builders,
St. John, N.B.

" Present Condition.-The steamer's hull is
in very good condition, does not leak, is con-
sidered strong-it has not shown any signs of
strains or weakness. [Note.-The hull of this
steamer was slightly damaged the first season
she ran, by touching Musquash Head, but was
thoroughly repaired and made stronger than
before under inspection.]

" The engine is of the inverted cylinder
condensing type, such as is usual in single
engine screw steamers, the pipes are copper,
cocks brass, jet condenser; the machinery is
in good order. I consider it reliable from its
strength, and the satisfaction it has given
during the last two years. [Note-Several
changes have been made in the strength of
parts of the machinery since it was first put
into the boat. These changes added to the
strength, and were made the first season the
steamer ran.

" Outfit-The outfit is of the usual kind for
freight steamers. I enclose a printed paper
shewing the outfit in detail.

" Speed-This steamer makes ber greatest
speed with an ordinary cargo, say 300 tons of
coal and 300 barrels freight. Her speed with
this load is seven knots per hour; her speed
li ht is not quite se fast, as the steamer is out

ftrim. 309 tons of coal, not including the
coel in bunkers, or 2,000 barrels, is the quan-
tity she can carry,and be in good trim and sea-
worthy.

i Consumption of fuel, coal in bunkers, 4*c.-
The steamer buras eight tons of soft coal in
twenty-four hours' steaming, when making a
speed of seven knots an hour. [Note-This
steamer's boiler is better adapted for hard than

Mr. SMITH.

soft eoal. Hard coal has been used on her as
fuel, except on a few occasions. The soft coai
used was 4 Picton," and did not give as good
results as the hard coal. The furnace bars
were net properly set for the soft coal. I con.
sider the boiler fittest for the hard coal, but
changes in the furnace bars would give better
results with soft coal than have been obtained.
The bunkers stow 30 tons of coal. This quan-
tity bas steamed this vessel 100 hours. The
bolier bas been repaired this winter, new pieces
have been put in the tops and sides of furnaces;
the boiler is in good order, and with care and
the usual repairs done each season, would
make it last two years at a steam pressure of
30 pounds per square inch, the full pressure
required te make the speed stated. She bas
never leaked. The shell bas wasted 1-32 of an
inch since first put in the steamer; its thickness
at first was 5-16 of an inch.

" I enclose a statement procured by me from
the burveyor of Bureau Veritas (who inspected
this steamer) showing sizes, strengths, and the
kinds of timber fastenings, spars, etc. The
steamer bas very little cabin accommodation,
and this is in two deck houses-one forward,
one aft.

" The nimber of crew required te navigate
the vessel is eleven all told, without working
cargo.

" The spars are of pitch pine, rigging wire;
the steamer bas three masts, called a three-
masted schooner is provided with sails, etc.,
for this rig. I do not consider the model of
the vessel a good one; she is not at all hand-
some in looks, but is fit for the business for
which she is intended-freight carrying. The
present value of the steamer, in my opinion, is
about $25,000. It is said she cost $30,000, but
I think a similar vessel could be built for legs
than $30,000.

" There are some changes that can be made
on this steamer if required for service by the
Department, sucb as housingin the deck cargo
winch, alteration of rig, etc."

Upon that report, he thought it
would be in the interest of the Depart-
ment to purchase this steamer; but
she, unfortunately, turned out unsuit-
able for the service, and had to be
devoted to the service ina which she was
now engaged at Halifax.

Mr. FLUMB said it was evident
from the beginning that the purchase
of this vessel was a mistake, and the
report which the hon. Minister had
read only justified the opinions ex-
pressed on that side of the House.
Even with this amount expended on
her for repairs, the " Glendon " would
still be useless for the service she Was
now nominally supposed to be used for.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said be
had stated distinctly that the "Glendon
was very useful at her present work.
Their agent at Halifax reported tha,
with the necessary alterations, the
" Glendon " could be made a valiable
boat.
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Mr. BLANCHET said the only con-
clusion to be drawn from the hon. gen-
tleman's explanations was, that the
Government were trying to make the
best of a bad bargain.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said if
he hadknown as much about the " Glen-
don " before he purchased her as he did
now, he would not have bought her.
But he wanted to show to the House
that he was exonerated from blame ,
he had no other object in view but the
publie interest. Finding the boat un-
suitable for the service for which she
was intended, they had endeavoured
to utilise her in other work and had suc-
ceeded.

Mr. ROBITAILLE said it was well
known that the " Glendon " was not
adapted for the service before she was
bought by the Government. A very
fine steamer the" Beaver " whiclh would
have answered all the requirements,
could have been obtained for $28,000
to $30,000.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
persons who were acquainted with the
qualities of the " Beaver" did not give
her as high a character as the hon.
gentleman did.

Mr. LANGEVIN asked for an ex-
planation of the increase of $20,O00
over last year's vote.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
last year his hon. friend (Mr. Cart-
wright) was desirious of retrenching
in every particular, and he had endeav-
oured to eut the expenditure, but had
found it difficuit to economise with
Steamers of this description. He found
that $80,000 was insufficient to main-
tain the steamers,and from the reports
of their agents it would appear
$120,000 would be necessary. lie had
desired to ask for $100,000, and would
endeavor to make that sum suffice.

-Mr. ROBITAILLE said he thought it
'would be better for the hon. Minister
to ask for a vote at once which would
enable him to meet the requirements
of the service. By economising on
the steamers now, theywould probably
go to destruction in a few years, and
then there would be the expense of re-
newing them, which might be avoided
by keeping them in a good state of
repair.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said he
agreed with this principle, but ho
thought they would be able to get
along with the sum asked for.

Mr. BUNSTER said the sum of
$10,000 for the "Sir James Douglas" was
reasonable.
108. Steam communication bo-

tween Halifax and St.
John, via Yarmouth... $10,000

Mr. LANGEVIN: Is this service
performed by contract ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Certainly.
Mr. DOMVILLE asked whether it

was let by public tender.
Mr. FORBES : No.
Mr. DOMVILLE said this ought to

be done.
Mr. FORBES said this service was

let by contract when the vote first
passed, and had been so continued ever
since.

Mr. LANGEVIN: Is this service
performed by contract ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Yes.
Mr. LANG EVIN : It appears that

the contract has been continued with-
out calling for new tenders.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Tenders were
asked for last year.

Mr. LAINGEVIN: Was there a
new contract ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think so.
Vote agreed to.
Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he would

call attention to the dropped item of
$39,541.67 moiety which had been
payable to the Allan Lino between
Halifax and Cork. He thought
the probability was that present
negotiations with the Imperial Post
Office authorities regarding the estab-
lishment of a weekly line between
England and Halifax and for the land-
ing of the Australian and American
mails, had something to do with this
omission. If not, he ventured to hope
that the Government would reconsider
the question, if the negotiations in
question were not crowned with suc-
cess. The people of the Maritime
Provinces would be deprived of a very
great convenienne if the fortnightly
boats between Halifax and Liverpool
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.during the summer months were with-
drawn. If the amount omitted were
placed in the Estimates for the six
months during the summer, he
thought this would.ensure the running
of fortnightly boats to Halifax during
that time. He believed that the peo-
ple of the Maritime Provinces gener-
ally would be very much disappointed
if the Government did not take this
view of the matter. If the communi-
eation which had existed for the past
thirty years was removed, it would
cause serious inconvenience and em-
barrass those engaged in commercial
pursuits and the publie generally.

Mr. FORBES said this sum could,
with great benefit to the country, be
used to subsidize a line running be-
tween the Dominion and the West
Indies. The prospects for the encour-
agement of this trade was one of the
inducements held out for the entrance
of the Lower Provinces into the Domin-
ion. These Provinces were now suffer-
ing severely for want of such communi-
cation and this need was increasing
every day. The sum in question with
another small grant, would undoubted-
ly build up, and largely benefit the
trade of the Dominion. He hoped that
the Government would take the matter
in hand.

Mr. DOMVILLE said it might be
well to consider the advisability of con-
tinuing a subsidy to the Allan Line,
but he did not think it would be any use
to provide a sum of money for mail com-
iunication with theWest Indies. Such
mail facilities as already existed were
ample for the purpose.

Mr. CART WR[GHT said that it was
just to bear in mind that the Govern-
ment had gone to very large expense
in connection with the Intercolonial
]Railroad, and were now incurring a
very considerable expenditure to estab-
lish winter communication via Halifax.
He was afraid that this expenditure
would be very considerably in excess
of the sum here saved. Negotiations
were in progress with the British Gov-
,ernment that they hoped would make
of Halifax a port of call for steamers
of a very superior class. If Le remem-
bered aright, the steamers employed
on this service had been discontinued,
as the British Government had with-

Mr. 30s8.

drawn their subsidy, but they were not
a very fast class of vessels.

Mr. JONES: They do very well for
the purpose.

Mr. CARTWIRIGHT : What length
of time do they take to pass between
Halifax and Queenstown ?

Mr. JONES: Ten or eleven days.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT : Twelve days,

I think.
Mr. JONES said they were satisfied

with the speed. The peôple of the
Lower Provinces were under the im-
pression that the Intercolonial Rail-
way was provided for the convenience
of Ontario and Quebec. He would
have liked a little more direct assur-
ance as to the policy of the Govern-
ment in the event of the negotiations
mentioned, failing. He hoped that the
Government were not so undecided on
the point as to be unable to let them
know whether, in the event of the
negotiations failing, they would be
able to continue the Allan Line during
the summer months.

Mr. FORBES said instead of a
fortnightly communication between
the West Indies and Nova Scotia,
there was only a monthly communica-
tion.

Mr. DOIVILLE said he understood
there was a fortnightly communaica-
tion.
109. Steam Communication on

Lakes Huron and S>uperior $12,500
110. Steam Service between

San Francisco and Vic-
toria, British Columbia.. 54,000

Mr. DECOSMOS said he wished to
call the attention of the Government
to the non-fulfilment of the contract in
connection with this service, and he
wanted to see right done to British
Columbia in the matter. This estimate
was false on the face of it. There Was
no steam service between San Fran-
cisco and Victoria in accordance with
the true intent and original mea g
of tlie Treaty of Union betwOO
British Columbia and the Domin-
ion of Canada. The contractos
take their steamers to EstlI
malt, three miles from Victoria, ad
take freight and passengers rone
to Victoria in oteam lighters. 10
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many instances, great loss ocerred to
merchants in Victoria on account of
the contract not being carried out in
accordance with the terms of Union.
Passengers landing at Esquimalt
had to pay their own fare to Victoria by
land, or else to wait for hours for the
steam lighter. Sometimes the Victoria
mails were detained for hours at Es-
quimalt. A great injustice and cause
of complaint was that British Colum-
bians were refused berths according to
the terms of contract. The steamer's
state rooms were divided up, one for
Portland, Oregon, one for Washington
Territory and the third for British
Columbia. He could produce affida-
vits from respectable men in British
Columbia who had to pay in San Fran-
cisco $40 instead of $25 in order to take
a berth to Victoria; in other words, buy
a Portland ticket at $40 because they
refused a Victoria ticket The con-
tract was really farmed out. The
original contractor disposed of his con-
tract to the Pacifie Steamship Com-
pany, and he, in conjunction with three
others, received $16,000 clear, $4,000
each, and then the contract was not
carried out as it ought to be. The
service was originally intended to pro-
mote the interests of British Columbia
as a part of Canada ; but it was now,
and had for a considerable time been,
used to build up Puget Sound to the
loss of British Columbia. Tho steam-
ships on arrival called at Esquimalt,
and then went to Puget Sound. Instead
Of getting all their coal at Nanaimo, as
they ought to do, they got it on the
American side, although occasionally
One got its coal at Nanaimo. The fact
Was that this contract was now being
carried out to the injury of the people
of the Province and of the Dominion,
and to the great inconvenience of mer-
,chants and travellers. Last week
there was a petition signed by between
600 and 700 merchants, and other citi-
zens of Victoria, asking that the steam-
ships carrying Her Majesty's mail
between San Francisco and Victoria
Should be compelled to enter Victoria
flarbour. There were loud and deep
cOmplaints in consequence of the viola-

ton of the contract, as they felt
that Considerable injury was being
done to ,their trade. A year ago theCOtractors sent a letter over here,

which was considered by the members
for British Columbia. Their proposai
was that they (the members) should
recommend the Government to consent
to their carrying the mails three times
a month all the year round, instead of
twice in winter a month and four times
in summer, and if they would do so
they would bring their vessels into
Victoria harbour and get their coal at
Nanaimo. This was agreed to by the
British Columbia delegation and the
Postmaster-General, but the agreement
was not carried out by the contractors.
It had been alleged that steamships
could not get into Victoria harbour,
but this he most distinctly denied.
When the contract was first entered
into the " City of Panama" entered
the harbour all right and she could do
the same now.

Mr. BUNSTER said there was a
desire on the part of American capita-
lists to crush out British Columbia.
The contract was obtained under falso
pretences. Owing to an injudicious
pilot a vessel did once run upon a rock
in Victoria harbour; but there was

lenty of room, and the Government
bad promised to blast the rock. In
consequence of the steamers not calling
at Victoria, goods had to be handled
twice, which was of course detrimental.
And the lighters in which the tran-
sportation from Esquimalt was made
were old colliers, not fit for carrying
merchandise. Although the British
Columbia coal was 22 per cent. better
than the American coal, the companies
bought the latter. He believed the
Government thought they were giving
the contract to a purely British Colum-
bian Company. But it was not so, it
belonging to San Francisco. The Chief
Factor of the Hudson Bay Company
was insulted by being informed that
he could not get as good a berth
as the people going to Washington
Territory and Oregon; and, rather
than stand this insult, he went round
overland at a great expense. That
was not the way to have our citizens
treated. It would be well for the Gov-
ernment to take into consideration the
manner in which our people were
dealt with by parties who claimed
that they always got the advantage of
the Dominion, and, in this case, prided
themselves that they had the advan-
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tage. The sum of $54,000 was no
small item for the Hlouse to deal with,
and, when so mùch time had been
wasted on trumpery items, he thought
the flouse would bear with him on au
important matter of this kind. If hon.
gentlemen would pay more attention
to matters of this kind, they would
have more money to build the Pacifie
Railway with. A couple of enterpris-
ing British Columbians had built a
first-class boat, which was now in the
harbour of Victoria ready for service;
and there was a company in British
Columbia with capital enough to build,
not one, but two boats. The deposits
in the Dominion Savings Bank in that
Province would compare favourably
with those in any other Province, in
proportion to the population. There
was enough money there, but what the
people required was to be encouraged,
to see that they would have an equal
chance with, or a preference over for-
eigners, though we could nlot condemn
the Government for giving the contract
to the parties who got it. The Post-
master-General-now the Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario-said he would
give the preference to a British Colum-
la company, and so it was given ; but,

unfortunately, that company had not a
boat at that time and did not carry out
the pledge given to their partners.
Hence, they had tosuffer the disadvan-
tage of havin,ý less accommodation than
was given to Chinamen, Another dif-
fculty had been that their perishable
good.-fr'uit and other things-had
been carried to the American side.
When the citizens and Her Majesty's
navy in Esquimalt wanted these things
they were carried to the other side.
There was a provision in the contract
that these vessels were to make eight
or ten knots an hour. If they would
do that, they could make the trip in
three days. The average time was
four days, and that would not be any-
thing like ten knots an hour, while
boats here ran fourteen, fifteen, and
sixteen knots an hour. He thought it
was desirable that the contract should
be let to a British boat, and that we
should not again be swindled, as we
had been, and our citizens insulted.

Mr. DEWDNEY said this question
was brought up in this flouse last year

Mr. BUNsT]R.

by the hon.member forVictoria (Mr.De-
Cosmos), who had stated that the boats
were insufficient and unsafe; and that
the captain told him that he was afraid
to go back again to Victoria unless he
insured his life for $10,000. He (Mr.
Dewdney) had enquired into that
statement, and had found that the cap-
tain had been making fun of the hon.
member. He was proud of his boat,
as he ought to be, as it was one of the
best sea-boats on the Pacifie Coast.
The complaint was also made by the
member for Victoria that the speed
did not reach ten knots.

Mr. DECOSMOS: When was this
complaint made ?

Mr. DEWDNEY : Last Session. He
could not say what was meant by a
ten-knot boat, but the boats running
from San Francisco to Victoria were
considered, by nautical men, as ten-
knot boats. Captain Seabury-cap-
tain of one of those boats-said, in a
statement which he (Mr. Dewdney)
had in his hand, that his steamer, since
he commenced to run between Victoria
and San Francisco, had made the trip
in an average time of 79 hours.
H1e believed that would be perfectly
satisfactory to the Department, and
that it was as fast time as was made
four years ago across the Atlantic. He
believed that, only a short time ago,
arrangements were made with Sir
Hugh Allan, in order to ensure safety,
that steamers should not go over an
average of ten knots an hour. The
Pacific coast was very foggy and
dangzerous, and it would be the height
of injudiciousness to ask any contrac-
tor to carry out the contract of ton
miles an hour in a dense fog-in fact
he believed the nautical running regu-
lations would not allow a ship te go
over half speed in foggy weather on a
rocky shore. The member for Van.
couver (Mr. Bunster) had mentioned
the name of Mr. Graham, who could
not get a berth on this steamer, and had
to go overland. ie did go overland; but
a few days ago he (Mr. Dewdney) had
received a letter from Victoria stantig
the circumstances which brought that
about. He had taken his stateroomon
the steamer, and was given one Of the
best on the boat fer himself and
family. Unfortunately, small-poX
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broke out, and he took the first chance
be could get and went overland. That
was tbe story of Mr. Graham. With
regard to the steamer running to
Esquimalt, he tbougbt the people of
'British Columbia, as well as Victoria,
ought to have something to say. The
Victoria Harbour was not capable of
accommodating the large vessels now
carryi rig our mails. The " Panama"
once tried to get in and ran on a rock.

Mr. DECOSMOS: And the pilot was
disuharged.

Mr. DEWDNEY said plenty of other
pilots had run ber since, but they had
never attempted to take her into Vic-
toria Harbour. Il there was a breath
of wind the vessels could not be
handled in that little harbour. He
thought it was not fair to the travelling
public to endeavour to force the Gov-
ernment to give the mail contract to
small steamers capable of entering
Victoria Harbour when they had a
chance of accommodating fine steam-
ers, of which anyone might be proud,
at Esquimalt. Tbere was a little
inconvenience incurred in going to
Esquimalt by land, for the distance of
a mile or two, but ail the merchandise
(and passengers when willing) was
transported at the expense of the Com-
pany, in tug-boats. As to the spoiling
of some fruit and other perishable
goods which he believed was taken
across to Puget Sound on one occasion,
the owners of the steamers paid for the
loss, and in every case where there had
been any misunderstanding of that
kind, the Company had made it good.
There was a great deal of correspon-
dence in the Departments in regard to
ail these matters, but he believed the
representations made by the contrac-
tors had turned out to be true, and the
allegations against them to be not true
at ail, and the explanations to be
satisfactory to the tepartment. There
had been difficulties in shipping coal
for these large ships on account of the
Wharves not being prepared to load
such large vessels; but they had taken
large quantities, and did so now every
Inonth, from the Provinces. The
pe tition which the hon. member for

ictoria spoke of with 600 signatures
lately received, contained, he was
informed, very few names of pziominent

men in Victoria, the rest being a lot of
boys and aliens with no interest in
British Columbia or Victoria; but ho
(Mr. Dewdney) knew that a jetition
was signed by almost every responsi-
ble merchant in the city of Victoria
stating that the service was perfectly
satisfactory and far better than had
ever been given before. The steamers
were first-class, the mails were carried
very regularly, the boats were run
well, officered well, and, in the event
of any ruffianism occurring, it was
immediately put down.

Mr. HUNTINGTON said tlhe discus-
sion would be sufficient to satisfy the
House that there were differences of
opinion among the members from
British Columbia in regard to the
service which had been criticised. The
Government could only have one
object, which was to secure, under the
obligations they had undertaken
to British Columbia, the fairest
and best service for that Province.
His hon. friend for Victoria moved for
papers the other day in reference to this
subject, and he might think there was
some delay in their not being brought
down. He could tell his hon. friend
that since that time, a clerk had been
constantly employed in copying the
voluminous correspondence, and it
would probably take three or four days
more before it would be completed.
The contract was made after tenders
had been advertised for, and it was
given to the lowest tenderer. The
amount paid seemed to be a large sum-
it was almost half what was paid for
the Liverpool service-but, whatever it
was, it was a contract into which the
Government had entered, and which,
unless there were some grounds for
breaking it, must be fulfilled. Up to
the present moment they had been
unable to see any necessity for break-
ing it, and, while he had listened to the
representations made on this subject,
he had been unable to form any con-
clusion on the subject. The contractor
was bore last winter, and ail the com-
plaints made against the service were
represented to him, and he was in-
formed that the object of the Govern-
ment was to carry ont the benefits
which the contract was intended to
confer upon the people of British Co-
lumbia. He was told, moreover, that
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the Goverriment would regard with no
lenioney whatever, the least disposition
they could discover to deal unfairly
with the British Columbians, and that
they would take all the means in
their power to break the contract if
they found a disposition to discriminate
against our fellow countrymen in favour
of foreigners. The difficulty in arriv-
ing at a conclusion was so serious that
the Department would have to send an
experienced officer to British Columbia
to examine into the matter.

Mr. BUNSTER said the Company
agreed to enter Victoria harbour, and
by their failure to do so they entailed
great inconvenience and expense on
travellers. The hon. member for Yale
(Mr. Dewdney) said the boats were
well officered. Well, the captains were
gentlemen, and the mates probably
understood their business, but the bal-
ance of the crew were Chinamen. He
hoped the hon. the Postmaster-General
would send out an officer to investi-
gate, for it would then be found that
his statements in regard to this matter
were correct, and that there were evils
which required remedying.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he was very
much surprised at the statement made
by the hon. the Postmaster-General, to
the effect that the difficulty was so
serious that an officer would have to be
sent to the Province to enquire into
it. He could only say that such a
course would only be a waste of public
money. Section 4 of the Terms of
Union read:-

" The Governmert will provide an effi-
cient mail service fortnightly by steam com-
munication between Victoria and San Fran-
cisco, and twice a week between Victoria
and Olympia, the vessels to be adapted for
the conveyance of freight and passengers."
le would like to know what necessity

there was to send a gentleman out t>
interpret that section. That term of
Union instead of being carried out
was being violated ; there was no steam
communication-no Dominion mail ser-
vice-between Olympia and Victoria.
When Lord Dufferin visited the Pro-
vince, the service between San Fran-
cisco and Victoria was improved a
little, and they had made shorter
passages since that time. The hon.
member for Yale said ships could not

Mr. HUNTINGTON.

enter Victoria barbour during a high
wind, but high winds did not prevail
all the year.

Mr. DEWDNEY: I said a light
breeze.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he denied that
most distinctly. He had the statement
of the Captain of the " Dakota," which
was to the effect that they could enter
the harbour at any time, providing
they had a tug to assist them entering
at some places. The remarks the hon.
member for Yale had made with regard
to the petition were calculated to mis-
lead the louse. The hon. gentleman
(Mr. Dewdney) also stated that ho had
seen a petition to the effect that the
vessels were first-class. He (Mr. De-
Cosmos) believed that that petition
confined itself to the seaworthiness of
the boats. There were from 36 to 50
Chinamen on board each vessel, which
fact could not be regaided as desirable
in any respect.

Mr. DEWDNEY said one of these
steamers had arrived at Victoria from
San Francisco in 68 hours 10 minutes,
the shortest trip ever made, and one
hour less than the time occupied in the
passage of the warship "Amethyst,"
conveying the Governor-General, from
San Francisco to Victoria.

Vote agreed to.
111. Steam communication

with the Magdalen Is-
lands........................... $ 4,200

112. Winter service by steamer
between Prince Edward
Island and the mainland 20,000

Mr. PLUMB asked, whether the
"19orthern Light " had been successful.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
she had been wonderfully successful.
He was satisfied that this service could
not be done for less than $20,000.

Mr. LANGEVIN: What
cost last season ?

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland)
have not received the bills and
know as yet.

Vote agreed to.

113. Steamcommunication be-
tween Nova Scotia and
,Newfoundland ............. $

did it

: We
do not

5,000
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Mr. LANGEVIN: Is this service
done by contract ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: There is only
one steamer on the route, and this is a
grant for it.

Vote agreed to.
114. Steam communication be-

tween Grand Manan Island
N.B., and the mainland,... $ 1,500

115. To provide for the exami-
nation of masters and
mates........................... 4,250

116. For purchase of life-boats,
life-preservers and rewards
for saving life............... 4,000

Mr. LANGEVIN said that some of
the boats on the north shore of the St.
Lawrence were not fit for use.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said he
would make enquiry in the matter.

Vote agreed to.
117. To provide for investiga-

tion into wrecks and casu-
alties and collectbon of
information relating to dis-
asters to shipping..........$ 500

118. Expenses in connection
with Canadian register and
classification of shipping, 500

Mr. SCHULTZ asked whether any
any regulations were introduced for the
classification of the shipping of the
North-West. It was as yet not very
Considerable, of course, but still there
was quite a little marine springing up
on the inland lakes.

1r. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the vote was intended for another pur-
pose, having reference to sea-going
vessels.

Vote agreed to.
119. Montreal Water Police.. $14,090
120. River Police, Quebec...... 23,500

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the vote was increased as they had re-
curred to the vote of a former year.
They found that this was necessary.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he was veryglad tO find this done. The force was
acredit to the Government.

Vote agreed to.
121. Iemovaj of obstructions

i navigable rivers .......... $50012. Salaries and allowances
Of lighthouse keepers ...... 146,881

Mr. DOMVILLE said there was a
large increase for Nova Scotia, while
the increase for New Brunswick was
very small. He had annually called
the attention of the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries to the necessity of build-
ing a lighthouse at Palmer's Point on
the St. John River.

Mr. SMITH said more lighthouses
were built on the Nova Scotia than on
the New Brunswick coast, because
more were required there.

Vote agreed to.
123. Maintenance and re-

pairs,. . ......................... 8253,263
Mr. LANGEVIN remarked that the

increase, $40,268, was very large.
Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said

the amount last year was $50,000 less
than it was the year before.

Vote agreed to.
124 lWr completion and construction
of lighthouse and fog-alarms, $30,000.

In reply to Mr. LANGEVIN,

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the Government were building no
more lighthouses, only completing
those in progress.

Vote agreed to.

XV. FIsHERIEs.

Salaries and disbursements of Fishery
Overseers and Wardens:-

Ontario ................
Quebec .................
Nova Scota,including

Inspector andClerk
125 New Brunswick, in-

cluding Inspector
and Clerk............

Prince Edward Island
Manitoba ...............

(British Columbia......
126 Maintenance and re-

p airs of steamer
for protection of
Fisheries.............

127 Fish-breeding, fish-
ways and oyster
bedS ...................

$11,600
11,500

14,400

10,130
1,740

200
1,000

20,000 00

20,000 00

Mr. PLUMB said he had watched
with much interest Mr. Willmot's fish-
breeding experiments at Newcastle,
and the question arose whether the
artificial breeding had been of any
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benefit. No vote could be asked or
would be more cheerfully granted than
for anythit which, went in the direc-
tion of increasing and improving the
stock of fish. There was no doubt
whatever that Mr. Green, of New
York, had succeeded to a certain ex-
tent in stocking the rivers flowing into
Lake Ontario and the Lake itself with
shad. Probably the hon. the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries could give
some information in regard to the
results obtained.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said the
increase in the vote was owing to the
fact there were three* new establish-
ments to maintain. A report would
shortly be made which would give the
hon. gentleman all the information he
desired. fie would merely say that
great good had been done so far
through this instrumentality.

Mr. ROBITAILLE said he would
like to know what was the policy of
the hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries in regard to the oyster beds-
what portion of money was spent for
their protection ?

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said he
was not prepared to state at this
moment, but he would make enquiries.

Mr. LANGEVIN said the oysters
were diminishing, and it was very im-
portant they should be protected in
some way.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
this was a difficult matter to deal with,
as parties in the neighbourhood of the
beds claimed certain rights.

Mr. LANGEVIN said the Govern-
ment and Parliament had not hesitated
to deprive persons living along the
banks of the rivers of their rights to
fish, and it was just as necessary that
steps should be taken for the protec-
tion of the oyster beds. They were
protected in other countries.

Mr. PLUMB said unless some pro.
tective meastires were adopted the
oysters would disappear in the same
manner as the lobsters were disappear-
ing.

Mr. ROBITAILLE said the lobster
fishing would be destroyed unles
something was done to protect it.
The protection of fish was at the outset

Mr. PLUX&

unpopular, but it became popular as
soon as the fishermen found thatit was
in their interests. He had strongly
supported the measure. In some
instances, however, as in case of high
tide, it was impossible to tie up nets
as was required, at six o'clock on Sat-
urday evening, to so remain until six
o'clock on Monday morning; and he
thought that some regulation should
be introduced to prevent difficulty in
such cases. Ie held that oyster beds
should be protected as they were being
ruined under the present system; but
he was aware that the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries did not occupy
an independent position in this regard.
He would be most happy to aid the
hon. gentleman as far as was in his
power to protect these beds. He had
intended to move for a Committee in
the matter, but he had not done so
owing to the manner in which he had
been treated last Session-as to limita-
tion of expenses-by the Premier with
regard to the Committee appointed to
enquire into the important subject of
telegraph communication in the Gulf of
the St. Lawrence.

Vote agreed to.
128. Observatory, Quebec..... $2,400
129. do Toronto.... 4,800
130. do Kingston.. 500
131. do Montreal.. 500
132. do New Bruns-

wick. ................ ..... 850
Resolutions ordered to be reported.
flouse resumed.
Rsolutions reported.

THE SEAT FOR LINCOLN.

RESIGNATION OF MR. NORRIS.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour
to inform the House that 1, this even-
ing, received the following letter:-

I OTTÂwA, 17th April, 1877.
"To the Honourable

"The Speaker of the
" Bouse of Commons,

"Sie,-Some twelve years ago several Stea'
boat proprietors, of whom I was one, formed à
line of steamers upon the Lakes called the Mer-
chanta' Line, each proprietor retaining the Own-
ership of hie own vessels.

"ln the year 1874 an Incorporated 00msny
called the Lake and River Navigation Vo-
pany, brought their vessels into the line, and it
waa called The Merchants and Lake and give
Company. The Agents of the line at MOtrel
were Mesrs. George E. Jakus * Jo..

for Lincoln(COMMONS.)
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"Some time in the winter of 1875 Mesrs.
Cooper, Fairman & Co., of Montreal, as well as
a number of other persons, applied to the Mer-
chants Line for rates for the carriage on their
account of steel rails to Lake 8uperior, saying
they had tendered, or were about to tender to
the Government for the contract. The rate of
five dollars per ton for the net carriage was
givenl them as the price at which the line would
carry the rails, subject to certain charges. On
the 12th of May, 1875, Messrs. Jakes & Co. on
behalf of the une entered into an agreement
with Messrs Cooper, Fairman & Co (who re-
presented that their own tender at $6.20 had
been accepted by the Government) to carry the
rails at the rate previously named to them of
five dollars per ton, subject to certain charges.

"l It now appears that Messrs. Cooper, Fair-
man & Co., represented to the Government that
they were acting for the Merchants Lino. For
this representation they had no authority what-
ever from me, or as far as I know from any one
else. They had never been in any way agents
of the Line.

"Immediately after the agreement with
Cooper, Fairman & Co. of the 12th of May, the
carriage of the rails commenced under that
agreement, and it appears that after several
cargoes had been delivered the Secretar of the
lucorporated Company, Mr. Charles . Hope
applied to Coo er, Fairman & Co. for payment
o freight due is Company, and not obtaining
a settlement, wrote a letter to the Secretary
of Public Works of the 22nd af June, 1875.

" This letter was written without my know-
ledge, and the statement contained in it, that
a tender by Messrs. Jakes & Co. on behalf of
myself and others had been accepted,is incorrect

"Some time afterwards I was informed that
in order to enable the line to obtain the
freight due them by Cooper, Fairman & Co.,
it was necessary to give the latter a power of
Attorney to draw the amount from the Gov-
ernment, and the instrument of the twenty-
third of July, 1875, was presented to me for
signature, as intended to confer such authority.

" Under thià impression I signed it without
reading it, considering it a mere formality, and
WithOut imagining that I was thereby appar-
ently authorizing a contract to be made on my
behalf with the Grown.

" The whole business was doue under and
prsuant to the agreement of Jakes & Co. with
Uooper, Fairman & Co. I never intended to
become or supposed I was in any manner a con-
tractor with the Crown, or with any one save
Cooper, Fairman & Co.

I1 am to-day advised that I may by these
transactions have unwittingly vacated my seat
,fl the House of Commons, under The prcvisions
of the Independence of Parliament Act, and
feel it my duty to notify you of the facts for theinformation of the House and to resign my
seat, and accordin ly, I, James Norris of the
Gity of Saint ata rines, in the Province of
Otario, Shipowner, who was duly elected a
nember of the said House of Commons for the

Electoral Division of the County of Lincoln,
do hereby declare my intention to resign my
eat in the said House of Commons, and dohereby resign the same.

a Witness my Hand and Seal, this 17th
day of April, 1877.

iWtness,-
" G. CÂsimLr,
"TaOB. OLIVER."
99

"JÂMES NoaMa.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I feel I would
not be doing justice to an old friend
and colleague in the Legislature, in the
person of Mr. Norris, if I did not say
that from the first to the last of this
business to which he has referred, he
never had any communication with,
myself directly or indirectly as to the
carrying of these rails, nor was I
aware of the position which the hon.
gentleman occupied in that connection.
I consider Mr. Norris to be one of the-
most conscientious and upright men
I ever knew, and one who, above all
others, is above doing anything that
would be either mean or improper.
It is a matter to myself of the greatest
possible regret that he should have
been placed in the position he is now
in by a mere accidental circumstance,
over which he undoubtedly ap-
pears to have had no control, and at
least no personal cognizance. And I
am quite sure I reflect, at all events,
the opinions of a very large majority
of the members of the House who have
associated with him, in giving expres-
sion to these views regarding his po-
litical and personal character.

MANITOBA JUNCTION RAILWAY
COMPANY ACT AMENDMENT

BILL.-[BILL No. 117.]

(Mr. Thompson, Haldimand.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.

Mr. SCHULTZ said be regretted
that this matter should be introduced
so late in the Session. It would be
noticed that powers were asked for
to run a line parallel for a long dis-
tance with the Canada Pacifie Rail-
way, 30 miles only between them.

Mr. CAMERON said the Bill would
authorize the Company to become gi-
gantic land speculators.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Railway
Committee could eliminate the ob-
jectionable portions of the Bill if ne-
cessary.

Mr. SCHULTZ said the road must
be against the interests of the Canada
Pacifie Railway.

Manitoba Junction Railway
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Mr. MILLS remarked that the
North-West could sustain more .than
one railway.

Bill read the second time.
House adjournel at

Twenty minutes after
One o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 18th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
e'clock.

THE CANADIAN PACIFIC
RAILWAY.

Mr. TUPPER said he thought it only
right to give notice to the Minister of
Public Works that he proposed to move
to-morrow, or when it would be most
convenient, the following resolution,
when going into Cominittee of Supply:

" That Mr. Speaker do not now leave the
Chair, but that it be Resolved, that this House
.cannot approve of the policy and course pursued
by this Government with respect to the Can-
adian Pacific RailNway."

Mr. MACKENZIE said that perhaps
he had better first give his explanations,
to morrow, concerning the IRailway.

Mr. TUPPER said Le would then
move his motion on Friday or Satur-
day.

DISTRIBUTION OF OLD RAILS.

Mr. BOWELL said he would like to
cali the attention of the First Minister
to the return brought down yesterday,
in connection with the distribution of
old rails, loaned or given away under
a resolution passed last Session. lie had
asked for the return on the 15th Feb-
ruary last, but the return submitted
was very brief, though : o long delayed.
le would not find fault with this if it
contained all the information he had
asked for. He moved:-

" For a return shewing the quantity of 'ron
rails removed from the Government railways,
railway companies to which they have been
loaned, the date of such loans, the counties
and districts through which the said railways
ruin, the quantity loaned to each railway com-
pany, the terms upon which such loans have
been made, the nature of the seourity given by
each railway to secure the return of said iron
rails, the names of the directors of the compa-

Mr. SCHULTZ.

nies respectively to which iron rails bave been
loaned, together with all correspondence be-
tween the Government and any company or
individual making application for such loans."

The only information given related to
the railway comparies, to which the
rails were given, the counties and dis-
tricts through which the lines run, the
guantity loaned, and the names of the
Directors. There was a most extra-
ordinary statement in a letter of Mr.
Brydges, who, lie supposed, was the
Genoral Superintendent of Railways, as
follows:-

" There is no correspondence that I am
aware of, in connection with these matters."

He was not aware that he or the
House had awked for any correspon-
dence had with Mr. Brydges, who
seemed to arrogate to himself the right
to say what should corne to the flouse.
He supposed that the Government
knew whether there was any corres-
pondence or not. Mr. Brydges was
trfling with the House, in his opinion.
He had good reason to believe that
very important correspondence had
taken place in this regard.

Mr. TUPPER said he himself had
had a somewhat lengthy correspon-
dence with the Government on the
subject, which would come under the
head of " individual " mentioned in the
end of the motion. He was extremely
anxious that this correspondence
should be brought down, as lie thought
he had very great reason to complain
of the action of the Government in
this matter. At all events, he de-
sired to show that lie had not been
wanting in the performance of
what he considered to be his
duty. le could not understand
the statement of Mr. Brydges
because the Minister of Public Works
had informed him that lis application
had been referred to this official. A
Company in his county had requested
him to communicate with the Goverr>
ment on the subject. He perceived
that the motion did not em brace the
Order in Council, which decided tO
what Companies the old rails should
be given ; and he would be extremely
obliged if, betore they came to con-
currence on the Intercolonial RailwaY
item, this Order in Council was laid On
the table.
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Mr. MACKENZIE said he thought
he had stated the number-70-of
miles of rails di8tributed, and the
names of the railways to which they
were sent; but this information could
be easily submitted.

Mr. BOWELL: All the railways do
not appear in the return.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Two or three
do not appear, because they have got
none yet.

SUPPLY.

XVI. GEOLOGICAL SJRVEYs AND
OBSERVATORIES.

House again resolved itself
Committee oi Supply.

'into

(In the Committee.)

133. Grant for Meteorological
Observatories, including in-
struments and cost of tele-
graphic weather warnings. . $37,000

134. Geological Survey. ...... 50,000
Mr. TUPPER : Is this all transferred

to the Department of the Interior ?
Mr. CARTWRIGIIT: Yes; it is

entirely in the hands of my hon.
friend.

Mr. TUPPER said ho was extremely
glad to observe that the former doubts
>f the bon. gentleman (Mr. Mills)
regarding the constitutionality of this
appropriation were entirely removed.

Mr. MILLS said, while lie enter-
tained precisely the same views as
formerly in this regard, he recog-
nized the fact that as the ques-
tion of jurisdiction had been
directed by one Legislature, and as
others who might claim jurisdiction in
the matter were silent, time and prac-
tice had determined the interpretation
of the law. This was a well recog-
nized principle under the American
Federal system, and he knew of no
reason why it should not prevail here.
As the particular practice in this regard
had fixed the jurisdiction here with
the acquiescence of the Local Legisla-
tures, lie did not undertake to disturb
this state of things.

Mr. TUPPER said he would like to
have an explanation as to what was to
be done this year.

99ï

Mr. MILLS said this was not as yet
absolutely determined. The Director
of the Geological Surveys, however,
thought-and he was inclined to con-
cur in this view-that they should
make explorations concerning the coal
fields of the North.West Territories,
noar the Rocky Mountains, and the
mineral resources of the eastern shore
of Hudson's Bay. This would not
interfere with the ordinary work under-
taken in the various Provinces.

Vote agreed to.

XVII. MARINE HOSPITALS AND SICK AND
DISTRESSED SEAMEN.

135 Marine and Immigrant
Hospital, Quebec.............820,000

136 Montreal General Hospital
$3,000, and other ports in
Quebec, $2,000 ................ 5,000

137 St. Catherine's Hospital,
Ontario, $500, and Kingston,
Ontario, $500.................... 1,000

138 Halifax General Hospital,
$3,500, and other ports in
Nova Scotia $10,000.......... 13,500

140 Ports in British Columbia. 3,000
141 Ports in Prince Edward

Island............................. 2,000
(Province of Quebec....... 1,000

Province of Nova Scotia 2,000i Province of New Bruns-
142 wick........................ 1,000

Province of BritishColum-
bia........................... 1,000

Province of Prince Ed-
ward Island............... 500

143. To reimburse Board of
Trade, London, for expen-
ses incurred in connection
with shipwrecked and dis-
tressed seamen of the Do.
minion........................... 3,000

XVIII. STEAMBOAT INSPECTION.

144. Salaries........................$14,650

XIX. INSPECTION OF INSURANCE

COMPANIES.

145. Expenses in connection
with the inspection of In-
surance Companies.. ......... 6,000

XXI. INDIANS.

146. For Indians, Quebec....... 2,200
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147. Purciase of blankets for
aged and infirm Indiana of
Ontario and Quebec............ 1,600

148. Indians of Nova Scotia,
relief, &............... 4,500

149. Indians of New Bruns-
wick, relief, &c.................. 4,500

150. Indians of Prince Edward
Island, relief, &c.... ...... 4,500

15. Indians of British Columbia:-
Victoria Superintendency, $13,200
Fraser Superintendency... 17,000
Estimated cost of Land

Commissions andSurveys
in bothSuperintendencies 27,000

$57,200
In answer to Mr. LANGEVIN,
Mr. MILLS said the appropriations

hitherto made were found insufficient
to meet the expenditures. The vote of
$2,000 was to meet ,the expenses of
the Commission and surveys. They
had come to an understanding with the
Government of British Columbia that
this Commission should continue to sit
until the reserves in the vicinity of set-
tlements were located. Those some
distance away from settlements and
where the Indians were not likely to,
be reserved for- some time to come,
would be dealt with in future. British
Columbia bore half the expense.

Mr. LANGEVIN said this vote was
very large for the purpose, and inas-
much as it was only half what would
be actually expended, he thought it
would be better to stop the Commis-
sion and give a sum of money for the
purchase of lands for the Indians.

Mr. MILLS said this vote covered
not only the expense of the Commis-
sion, but that of the surveys. The
labours of the Commissioners would
probably terminate this season.

Mr. LANGEVIN asked if a large
sum for this purpose had not been
expended without the authority of
Parliament.

Mr. MTLLS said he thonght there
had been no expenditure without the
sanction of Parliament. When the
serious difficulty occurred between the
white population and the Indians, some
expenditure wasincurred, but that could
properly be charged to "unforseen

Mr. MILLS.

expenses." Up to this period about
$10,000 had been expended by the
Local and Dominion Governments on
this service. The hon. gentleman (Mr.
Langevin) lie thought had made an
absurd proposition to the Committee.
The Commission was the only fair
means of settling the disputes. There
was not a single instance of the CroIs n
taking possessign of a foot of territory
to which the Indian title had not been
extinguished; but it had been the
general rule in British Columbia to
deprive the Indians of their land with-
out paying them for it. When thpy
found that the reserves were too small
for the Indians and they were being
subjected to a great many hardships
at the hands of the whites, when the
Indians complained of their burying
places being ploughed up and dese-
crated, it was absolutely necessary this
matter should be dealt with; and it
had been dealt with, he believed, in a
way that was satisfactory to the
Indians and to the Government of
British Columbia. The best security
that there had been and would be no
improper expenditure, was the fact that
both Governments shared in the ex-
pense.

Mr. LANGEVIN said the hon. gen-
tleman might have used some other
word in speaking of his argument than
" absurd." Ie never applied such an
epithet to anything the hon. gentleman
said, and there was no argument in the
employment of such terms. He (Mr.
Langevin) discussed those matters dis-
passionately, and with a view of obtain-
ing proper information and facts. The
Government had no right to incar any'
expenditure without the sanction of
Parliament. When the trouble arose
they could have told the Indians a
Commission would be appointed to
examine into the matter as soon as
Parliament voted the money, and the
Indians would have been perfectly con-
tent, because they knew when the-
Crown of England promised anything
it was sure to be performed. 11e
thought it would have been better to
purchase land to add to the reserves
than to have gone into this expendi-
ture. $5,000 had already been spent
by each Government, and now it was
proposed that this Government should
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spend $27,000 on the Commission,'
making $32,000 in all, besides the
$27,000 additional to be spent by the
Local Legislature of British Columbia;
and even at that, there was no promise
that the matter would be ended with
these expenditures. This Commission
had been the talk of the whole Pro-
vince of British Columbia, and it was
held that it was a most expensive
institution. It would have been a great
deal better had the Indian claims been
met atonce.

Mr. MILLS explained that a consid-
erable portion of the $27,000 was for
the purpose of surveys.

Mr. ROSCOE said the Commissioners
had cansed much expense to the Local
Government by the use of the Domin-
ion steamer " Sir James Douglas," and
he thought they should have the use of
itfor nothing.

Mr. DECOSMOS said the Local
,Government had made it a penalty for
any person to interfere with an Indian
burial ground, and if the statement of
the hon. the Minister of the Interior
in this matter was correct, it was also
true that the offenders were liable to
-e brought before a magistrate and
punished. He thoroughly agreed with
the statement made by the hon. mem-
ber for Charlevoix. He viewed the
action taken by the Canadian Govern-
ment with reference to the Indian De-
partment as most tyrannical. By vir-
tue of the Act of Union the trustee-
ship of the Indians was to be assumed
by the Dominion Government, and a
policy as liberal as that whieh had
been pursued by the Local Govern-
ment was to be continued. In fact, it
was to be the saine policy as much as
possible. But instead of that, no
sooner had the Indians become the
wards of the Imperial Government
than claims were made for more land.
The Government of which he was the
head, in British Columbia, had agreed
that 20 acres of land should be set apart
for each Indian family, and that was a
sufficiently large quantity to meet their
requirements. The matter had oc-
easioned so much difficulty between the
two Governments, that the Dominion
Government threw out the threat of
a pealing to the Imperial authorities.

m 20 years' experience with the

Indians and British Columbia affaire,
he could say that the Indian Commis-
sioners at Vancouver and New West-
minster could have discharged all the
duties that were now being discharged
by the gentlemen who had been ap-
pointed by the Dominion and Provincial
Governments, at an expense of $10 a
day, with $5 a day travelling expenses,
besides the use of a small steamer. He
believed the short and easy mode of
disposing of the difficulty would have
been for the Dominion Government to
have purchased from the Provincial
Government the land over and above
the 20 acres for each Indian family, and
then their surveyors could easily have
marked out the territory. The present
policy of buying out the Indian title
was like a jeweller giving a child a
ridiculously small sum for a valuable
jewel it had, the child itself not know-
ing its value. British Columbia had
always dealt liberally with the Indians,
with respect to land, and in no instance
had it attempted to take away a single
right from the Indians. He did not
know from what fund the Government
could appropriate the money to meet
the expenses of the Indian Commission,
except out of the amount appropriated
for 1877-8. He hoped that the Minis-
ter of the Interior would close up the
Commission as soon possible.

Mr. DEWDNEY said he perfectly
agreed with some of the observations
of the hon. member for Charlevoix.
He agreed that it would have been
better had the Government given the
Indians what they asked for the land.
The arrangement, however, was made
by the Government of which the hon.
member for Victoria was the leader.
But, because his Government did not
have the consequent patronage, he had
always used every argument to preju-
dice the minds of the people of British
Columbia and the Government against
the members of the Commission. He
(Mr. Dewdney) did not see why there
should be any question as to the
amount spent towards the Commission.
The previous vote had not been ex
pended, as the surveyors could not go
into the field and seule the claima.
With regard to the future, he hoped
there would be some new arrangement.
He was glad to see that the present
Government of British Columbia had
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endeavoured to reduce the expenditure.
Under the present system, he did not
think the claims could be settled in ton
or fifteen years, at the rate they were
being settled now.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said he
thought it would take, at least, five
years, if not ten years, to settle
the claims by the present Commis-
sion. As he was coming to the
sea coast, three months ago, on
his way to Ottawa, ho was met
at Soda Creek by a deputation of In-
dians. They stated that their reserv-
ation was barren, and that unless the
Government gave them a new reserv-
ation or supplied them with tools and
means to irrigate their land, they would
have to take forcible possession of the
farm of a gentleman living in the
vicinity, unless ho would supply them
with provisions and clothing from his
store. Previously they had depended
to a great extent upon the salmon in
the Fraser River for sustenance, but
this year there was no run of salmon,
and they were in a starving condition.
The situation was a really critical one,
and he hoped the Government would
see that the Commission attended to
the matter, otherwise there might be
bloodshed ; and he hoped also, that the
Commission would settle all the claims
as expeditiously as possible.

Mr. DECOSMOS denied the state-
ment of the hon. member for Yale, that
lie had endeavoured to prejudice the
minds of the people of British Colum-
bia and the Crovernment against the
Commission. He had, however, endeav-
oured to point out the true course which
should be pursued. le would repeat
that this Commission was wholly un-
necessary, and that the two Commis-
sioners at Victoria and New Westmin-
ister could have discharged the duties.
The Commissioner at the former place
had hardly anything to do, although he
was an able officer, and the same was
the case with the Commissioner at New
Westminster.

Mr. DEWDNEY said he had not
aoused the hon. gentleman of attack-
ing the Commission, but the Commis-
sioners, on account of his Government
not having the power to appoint them.

Mr. DECOSMOS said the hon.
gentieman had made another state-

Mr. DEWDNEY.

ment which he distinctly denied. He
could only tell the hon. gentleman,
when he stated that if the Government
of which he (Mr. DeCosmos) was a
member, had made the treaty or con-
vention that it would have been all
right,-that the management was made
by the Walkem Government, of which
he was not a member. He could
assure the hon. gentleman that such
was the fact, for he had a letter from
one of the members of the Executive
Council, and a party to the arrange-
ment, viz., the ex-Chief Commissioner
of Lands and Works, who stated that
it was never contemplated by the Gov-
ernment to incur a greater expense.
The Chief Commissioner would have
acted as Joint Indian Commissi>ner,
and there would have been no addi-
tional charge,- except some travelling
expenses. More than that, he (Mr.
DeCosmos) was here when the arrange-
ment was made, and, when he heard
of it, on his return to Victoria, he
condemned it thon and there. Two of
those Commissioners had beeri his
personal friends for years-the one
trom the mainiand, and the other
from the Island. They were gentlemen
whonm he respected; and with the
other Commissionor he had always
been friendly, differing only on poli-
tical subjects.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD in-
quired when the arrangement with the
British Columbia Governmont Ws
made.

Mr. MILLS said he could not at the
moment state the precise date, but it
was sometime in Septem ber last.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that any agreement made with the
Government of British Columbia for a
Joint Commission with regard to the
setlement of th3 land question, must
be laid before Parliainent The House
was now asked to' vote $57,ooo to carry
out an agreement made behind the back
of Parliament, in vacation, which had
not been submitted to Parliament, with
the terms of which they wore ignorant,
also as to the manner in which the
Commissioners would be paid, and 88
to whether Parliament possessed any
authority to pay these Commissioners.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the hon.
the Minister of the Interior W8 not
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responsible for the arrangement; of
course he (Mr. Cartwright) was
responsible. He was not very familiai
with the details, because at the time
the arrangement was made he was en
route to Europe, but, to the best of hie
recollection, - and he spoke under
correction-it was this: As the riglit
hon. momber for Kingston and other
members wore aware, the land ques-
tion in British Columbia had been a
vexed question ever since the time of
union being effected. Loud and
numerous complaint-i had been made
to the Dominion Government by the
Indians and their friends in British
Columbia. As he understood the case,
the Indians of British Columbia were
not a nomad race to anything like the
extent of the Indians on the other side
of the Rocky Mountains, but depended
much more on the cultivation of the
soil for their subsistence. In many
places the Indians cultivated the soil.

ho territory occupied by the Indians
was coveted by white settlers, and it
was well known that white settlers
did not respect their rights. Numerous,
frequent and very urgent representa-
tions had been made to the Govern-
ment, of the ill-feeling which was
growing up between the Indians and
white settlers in many places. It was
on that ground that the Government,
deeming the matter urgent, did con-
sent, at tho instance of the British
Columbia Government, and after the
return of His Excellency from his trip
to that Province, to take stops to
prevent any mischief arising. Any
monev vote that might be necessary
would be embodied in the Supple-
mentary Estimates, and the authority
Of Parliament asked. Any papers
required would be brought down. lie
denied that any cheap arrangement for
the purchase of the land, as suggested.
by the hon. member for Charlevoix
(Mr. Langevin), could be effected.
The Indians demanded four or five
times the quantity of land that the
'British Columbia Government was
Willing to assign to them. As to the
plea that lands at distant points might
be allotted to them, it should ibe
remembered that the Indians required
land iear where they were at present.

Mr. MILLS said that the report of
his predecessor last year contained the

agreement which the Commission
would be appointed to carry into
effect. He believed the arrangement
was to appoint three Commissioners
who would be paid $10 per day, the
expense to be borne by the two Gov-
ernments. The hon. member for
Charlevoix (Mr. Langevin) had made
a series of assum ptions, none of which
were borne out by the facts. That
hon. gentleman had said that it would
be cheaper to pay the British Columbia
Government for the land than to
undertake to survey it. But the Gov-
ernment, even if the land were pur-
chased, would have to survey the
territory. White settlers had entered
upon lands at fishing stations along
the sea coast, which had been claimed
by the Indians for ages.

Mr. DECOSMOS: Where?

Mr. MILLS said if the hon. member
would move for the papers he would
easily understand how the difficulty
had arisen. White settlers in some
instances had rented Indian lands on
which considerable labour had been
expendled, and afterwards entered
the lands in the Land Office,
and difficulties between the Indians
and whites had thus arisen ; and
it was only bocause of the confi-
dence of the Indians in the Agent, and
their belief that the Canadian Govern-
ment would at an early day consider
their case and maintain their rights,
that bloodshed was prevented. An-
other difficulty arose. Hon. gentlemen
opposite had declared that the Cana-
dian agents should attend to the
matter. Those agents had much work
to perform in addition to such labour.
A body of Indians went to Victoria
from Queen Charlotte Islands, and the
women were induced to remain there.
The agent could not get the Indians to
return. Small-pox broke out among
them. The municipal authorities main-
tained that the Dominion authorities
had no right to interfore; but the
Indians, who were in a dying state,
were driven out of the municipality,
and the Dominion Government had
been obliged to provide for them ont
of unforseen expenses. A party of
fifty died in the Pest House. Indians
not affected with the disease were com-
pelled by the municipality to accom-
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pany those suffering from the disease
to the hospital, and thus the disease
spread among them. Many of the
Indians of British Columbia were
husbandmen or stockraisers, and it was
absurd to suppose that they would rest
satisfied with twenty acres of land
for each family. It was absurd
to suppose that the Indians would
tamely submit to be ousted of their
lands in the neighbourhood of favour-
able fishing stations. It was in the
interests of the country as well as of
the public revenue that the question in
dispute should be settled at the earliest
possible day in a manner that would
satisfy the Indians that their rights
would not be improperly interfered
with.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Government had no right to inau-
gurate a new policy in regard to In-
dian lands without having first obtain-
ed the assent of Parliament. At the
time of the union of British Columbia
with Canada it was speedily provided
that the Indians of the Pacific Pro-
vince should be treated in a similar
manner to that in which they had been
dealt with previously. That Province
did not exact from the Indians the
surrender of lands in the same formal
manner as had been done in the old Pro-
vinces of Canada. If the Dominion Gov-
ernment had continued the same prao-
tice as that which obtained in British
Columbia when it was a Crown colony
there would not have been any trouble.
It so happened that, immediately after
becoming a portion of the Dominion,
interested persons put it into the heads
of the Indians that they owned the
whole country. In consequence of this,
ho was afraid that his hon. friend (Mr.
Mills., with his doctrinaire studies,
would sacrifice a great deal in order to
carry out the symmetry of some pro-
position, and philosophize upon the
subject and about the Indians, instead
of dealing practically with the matter,
going into the question of abstract
rights.

Mr. MILLS : No ; not abstract
right&

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that there was an arrangement and
agreement made between British Co
lumbia and the Dominion Goverument

Mr. MELS.

HRe took it that the just rights and
claims of the Indians had been per-
fectly safe, whatever they might have
been. The hon. gentleman had no
right to make this arrangement, or
cancel anything that had not been
granted before, until an Act of Parlia-
ment to authorize it was passed.

Mr. MILLS : Will the hon. gentle-
man tell us what was conceded ? I do
not know of anything conceded.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he had understood the hon. gentleman
to state that there would have been
bloodshed had not the Indians got
certain lands surveyed. They con-
tinued to claim more lands, and the
hon. gentleman gave these lands away.

Mr. MILLS : I can tell the hou.
gentleman that they claimed lands of
which they had been fraudulently de-
prived ; and, as trustees of the Indians,
we had a right to see that they were
protected.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that as their guardians the Govern-
ment had certainly a right to protect
the Indians in the lands they actually
occupied and used. This arrangement
was made last summer, and the salaries
of the Commissioners appointed were
$10,000 a year, of which this country
he supposed had to pay one-half. The
first thing dono should have been to
bring this matter down by Message,
stating what the policy of the Govern-
ment was and securing the sanction of
Parliament to the vote. It was not
enough to insert this sum in the
Estimates.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said ho thought
that this information had been given
to Parliament before, and ho found
that this was the case. In the report
for the year ending 30th June, 1876, a
long correspondence was commuli-
cated and the action finally taken by
the Government on the 5th November,
1875, was detailed. 'This report Was
laid on the table last year, so that
opportunity had been afforded for
learning the intentions of the Govern-
ment.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it appeared that the agreement was
made on the lst January, 1876, Parhia-
ment rose in April, 1876, and yet no
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intimation of the facts had been given
last Session.

Mr. CAiRTWRIGHT: Oh, yes.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: No.

The hon. gentleman had stated that
the money was 'taken ont of
unforeseen expenses, but they
could not then have been unfore-
seen. There ought to have been a
vote taken in Parliament. The appoint-
ments were made in May, 1876.

Mr. CARTWRIGIHT: That inform-
ation was contained in the report
brought down last year.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: But
there was no formal action by Parlia-
ment on it.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I understood
the right hon. gentleman to complain
particularly that no information of ail
these negotiations had been supplied.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I did
0.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: In the report
presented last year there are severa
communications, and one in particular
to which I would cal the hon. gentle-
man's attention-it is dated Depart-
ment of the Interior, November, 1875,reciting in full the whole arrangement
made between the two Governments
and signed by the Minister of the
Interior. I merely mention this to
show that that there was an opportun-
ity for Parliament informing itself as
to what was intended to be done.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD: There
Was no vote, however.

Mr. MILLS said that this was a
mere matter of administration, and
not of public poliey. There was no
difference between running a line
between an Indian reserve and any
-other land, and surveying other por-
tions of the country. He held that
the 'Government of Canada had no
Power to deprive the Indians of any
right in the soil existing prior to that,
by any arrangement with British
Columbia. The whole history of the
Pobcy of the British Government
agreed with this action; and there
had been decisions from the high-
est tribunals declaring that this
Point was determined. Under the Act

of Confederation they were not merely
the guardians of the Indian Reservue,
but also the guardians of the Indiana;
and this, .he apprehonded, embraced
any right which the Indians might have
in any territory coming into possession
of Canada, and the title of which had
not been extinguished. The Indians
of British Columbia, in this respect,
stood on no different footing from the
Indians of the North-West Territory.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI) said
he had not held that a poliey
respecting the Indians of British
Columbia, different from that followed
with regard to Indians in other parts
of the Dominion, should be pursued.
No formai surrender had been obtained
from the Indians of British Columbia.
This information was furnished by the
Commissioners who came here for that
purpose. Dissatisfaction had arisen
among the Indians of that Province
since the Union, in consequence of
their having been incited or aroused to
assert certain rights which they had
not previously enjoyed. He did not
wish to see the Indians deprived of or
denied any right they possessed; but
things should not have been allowed to
go on without formal assent or denial of
them, as had before been happily the
case. The arrangement in question
was finally closed on January 8th,
1876; and yet it had not been brought
before Parliament for its sanction, nor
was a vote taken for the payment of
the Commissioners.

Mr. MILLS: The Commissioners
were not then appointed.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
they were appointed in May. The
Government had waited until the
House rose before doing so, and had
paid them improperly without the
authority of Parliament, ont of the
item for unforeseen expenses, which
was not intended for any such purpose.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he took occas-
ion to allude to an observation that had
fallen from the Minister of the Interior.
He had no doubt that the hon. gentle-
man had endeavored to discharge his
duties with relation to the Indians of
British Columbia with the best inten-
tion; but he (Mr. Milis) was laboring
under a misapprehension. The hon.
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gentleman said that fishing stations on
the coast had been taken away from
the Indians. Such might be the case;
but he was acquainted with the whole
coast of Vancouver Island where there
were settlements, and ho was not aware
of a single fishing station along this
line of settlement that had been taken
from the Indians. He also knew the
coast on the opposite side of the Island,
and at Burrard Inlet, and ho was not
aware of a single fishing station that
had been taken away from the Indians
in this section. Around the mouth of
Fraser River and around the American
Boundary, Indians resided; but ho was
not aware of a single fishing station that
had been taken away there. This being
the case, it seemed to him that some one
had been making to the Minister of
the Interior statements which were
without foundation. With relation to
another matter: the quantity of land
cultivated by the Indians was stated
to be very small indeed, but the In-
dians behind the mountains were
what he might call civilized. They
owned horses and moved from place
to place on horseback; but this was
not the case with the Indians on the
coast, who moved from point to point
in canoes. If disposed to engage in
the raising of stock, it might be noces-
sary to give to the Indians more land;
but the moment they entered into this
pursuit and showed a desire to take a
civilized position. the Government of
Blritish Columbia was empowered to
treat them as were treated the residents
of any civilized country without any
charge to the Dominion Government
whatever, and to supply them with the
land they required.

Vote postponed.

MANITOBA SUPERINTENDENCY.

152. Annuities under Treaties
Nos. 1 and 2..................$ 24,205

153. do under Treaty No. 3... 18,010
154. do " " No. 5.. 15,630

Mr. TUPPER: There are increases
in all these items. Are the Indians
increasing in number ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Iratherthink
not. As far as experience gives any
light on the subject, tribes in point of
numbers remain about stationary; and,

Mr. DECosmos.

of course, if epidemics arise amongs
them, their population rapidly decrease.
If they do increase, we must pay so
much more, as we are obliged to pay
so much per head.

Mr. MILLS said that considerable
sums which were voted last year had
not been paid. It was as well to
inform the Committee that the amount
of appropriation now asked for was
merely an estimated amount. The
had not had accurate data at whieh
to base their calculations. Since the
time the estimates wore made no
then they had received further infor-
mation which showed that the number
of the Indians was considerably larger
than they had supposed. An unlapsed
balance had stood over from last year,
and the unlapsed balances amounted to
864,645. The same policy had been
pursued with reference to the money
voted from year to year as Indian
appropriations as that which prevailed
in the old Province of Canada. The
hon. member for Kingston knew that
then such unexpended balances at the
end of the financial year did not lapse
into the public treasury, but were
treated as portions of the Indian Fund.
In 1871-2 the estimates for Indian pur-
poses appro-ched $35,834.79, and
the expenditure was $52,761.94.
The hon. gentleman had, in this case,
certainly done what ho now com-
plained they had been doing in British
Columbia without the authority of
Parliament. In 1872-3, the appropria-
tion was $36,918.66, and the expendi-
ture, $28,145.49; in 1873-74 the appro-
priation was $107,000, and the expen-
diture, 082,000; in 1874-5 the appro-
priation was $178,000, and the expen-
diture, $151,000 ; and in 1875-6 the
appropriation was $223,000, and the
experditure, $203,000, so that the
accumulated and unexpended balances,
during the past five or six years,
amounied to $64,645. If they had
paid, as expected, all the Indians last
year under the Treaty, they WOuld
have paid 150 more Indians under the
first Treaty, $1,800 ; 20 Indians under
the second Treaty, two years' unpaid
annuities, $200; and 546 Indians under
another Treaty, 82,730. Under TreatY
No. 6, 2,500 Indians, as yet, had re-
ceived nothing, but they were entitled,
as their first payment, to the following
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amounts : to $30,000 at $12 per head;
to $325 for 13 chiefs, one year in
arrears, at $25 each; and to $780 for
52 headmen, at $15 each ; so that, in
this one matter alone of annuities, the
expenditure of nearly $36,000 was con-
cerned that ought to have been paid
last year, but which had not been paid.
As they could not state the exact num-
ber of the Indians or tell the exact
amount that would be required for
annuities, in addition to the sum placed
in the Estimates, they expected to use,
for the purpose of paying Indian ex-
penses, and purchasing agricultural
implements and seed, grain, etc., to
which they were entitled under the
various treaties, at least $36,000, and
other sums to be taken out of unlapsed
balances. It was therefore important
for the Committee to know that in
addition to the estimates now before
them, there was a sum of $64,000 unex-
pended from former years, on which the
Department expected to draw.

Vote agreed to.
155. Agricultural implements,

ammunition, farming stock
and tools furnished under
the above mentioned Trea-
ties Nos. 1 and 2.............

156. do No. 3.............
157. do No. 5.............
158. Provisions for Indians

assembled to receive annui-
ties under the above men-
tioned Treaties ...............

88,000
7,500
5,500

13,000
Mr. MASSON said last year it was

stated that the Govern ment would re-
duce this expenditure.

Mr. MILLS said this year they had
a largernumber of Indians to deal with
than last. They had 13,000 to deal
With under 1, 2, 3 and 5, and they
estimated that the expenditure for
Provisions would be 50 cents a day for
twO days, which would make $1 for
each Indian.

Mr. MASSON said it was understood
that the Government would not keepthe Indians so long, and that the ex-
Penditure would be reduced. What
Pecautions were being taken in thatirection ?

Mlr. MILLS said the facilities were
nO greater now than they were before.

The Indians would have to meet at
points distant from settiements, and
two days was the shortest possible time
in which they could be got rid of.
This practice of providing for the
Indians for two or three days wa
inaugurated during the negotiation of
the first treaties.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
whon the Canadian Government was
treating with the Indians they had to
keep them in good humour. It seemed
strange that this large sum should be
thrown away, but it might be difficult
to introduce a reform in this respect.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this practice
seemed to be actually essential as part
of our treatment of those people, and,
however costly, it could not be got rid
of.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said during
the negotiation of the first and second
treaties there was a great deal of
feasting and many things were given
to the Indians which were utterly use-
less to them. The Indians knew of
this, and it would be impossible now to
discontinue the practice.

Mr. SCHULTZ said no doubt the
country paid too much for this purpose.
Last year he called attention to this
matter, and the thon Minister of the
Interior stated that he bad good
reason to believe that consider-
able reduction could be made in
this expenditure ; but not only had no
reduction been made, but an increase
was proposed. The reason given by
himself last year for this expenditure
was that the Indians were not Droperly
notified when the payments were to
be made, and in consequence reached
the agencies sometime before the an-
nuities were distributed. There was no
doubt that the [ndians must receive food
at the time they were receiving their
money, and, although he thought this
vote was more than ought judiciously
to be used, he was quite content to
vote for it, because he saw a disposi-
tion to reform on the part of
the present Minister. He saw, from a
Manitoba paper, that the Government
were advertising for tenders for sup-
plies, and that pointed to the fact that
previously some one had made large
sums by supplying the provisions.
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There was no check on this service,and
the consequence was the enormous ap-
propriations Parliament had to vote.
As soon as the local agents were
appointed, the Indians would be paid
almost at their own hunting grounds,
and this sum would not be required. In
view of the fact that suppiies were to
be furnished by contract, lie had no
hesitation in allowing this vote to pass
and leaving the matter in the hands of
the hon. the Minister of the Interior.

Vote agreed to.

NORTH-wEST SUPERINTENDENCY.

160. Annuities under Treaty
N o. 4..............................$21,745
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked

what was the cause of the falling off in
this vote.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the Indians
were paid more the first time after the
ratification of a new treaty than after-
wards.

Mr. MILLS said he had read a state-
ment showing that even in this item
there were some amounts which did
not properly belong there. ,For ex-
.ample there were $18,000 still due to
certain parties for annuities for the
first year.

Vote agreed to.

161. Annuities under Treaty
No. 6........ ............. $48,150

162. Agricultural implements,
ammunition, &c., under
Treaties Nos. 4 and 6 (in last
year No. 4 only)........... 27,236

163. Provisions for Indians
assembled to receive annui-
ties under Treaties Nos. 4
and 6(in Ïast yearNo. 4 only) 16,400

164. Salaries and office ex-
penses ........ ........... 17,000

165. Probable cost in connec-
tion with new Treaties....... 60,000
Mr. PATERSON asked how many

new treaties would be necessary, and
when they would take effect.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) asked whether
new treaties would be uarried out this
Beason, and if so at what time.

Mr. MILLS said the Government did
not propose to make any treaties
with the Indians north of those

Mr. SCHULTZ.

included in Treaty No. 6. There
was a section south-west of the
North-West territory, at the foot
of the Rocky Mountains, where there
were between 3,000 and 4,000 Indians
in a territory of sone 35,000 square
miles, where it was intended to make a
new treaty. It was certain the $60,000,
in itself would not be sufficient
to cover the expenses of that treaty,
but they would be covered with the
unexpended balance of former years.
A large number of settlers were going
into that part of the country, and it
was desirable that the Indian title
should be extinguished. It was also
intended that the latitude and longi-
tude of Fort McLeod should be fixed.

Mr. TUPPER: How can you use the
unexpended amounts of former years?

Mr. MILLS said the policy of the
late and present Government had been
never to let moneys for Indian pur.
poses lapse. The amounts unexpended
were not subjected to the law which
applied to other purposes. In 1871-72,
for instance, the Indian vote was over-
drawn by $17,000, without any direct
Act of Parliament. In 1872-73 there
was an unexpended balance of $8,000.
In 1873-74 there was an unexpended
balance of $1,600; and in 1874-75 there
was an unexpended balance of $34,000.
Now there was an unexpended balance
of $64,645.

Mr. TUPPER: The law of 1867 pro-
vides that unexpended balances should
go back to the Treasuiy.

Mr. MILLS said the law was in force
in Lower Canada at the time of the
treaties there, and the auditor, Mr.
Langton, acted on the principle that it
did not apply to money appropriated
for Indian purposes. That was the
principle acted on by the hon. gentle-
man's Administration.

Mr. TUPPER: That is primá facie
evidence that it must be right.

Mr. MILLS: That is primá facie evi-
dence that the hon. gentleman has no
right to complain.

Mr. TUPPER: I don't complain.

Mr. MILLS said one important
reason why these balances should not
lapse was, that there were many Per-
sons who should have been paid moneY,
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but who had not yet been paid. In
annuities alone there remained unpaid

some $36,000. Until it was accurately
ascertained what was the number of
Indians and the extent of the liabil-
itics, it was absolutely necessary that
there should be a considerable sum at
the disposal of the Government which
might be drawn upon when there was
necessity.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) asked whether
any steps had been taken to prevent
the importation of whiskey through
Peace River Pass ?

Mr. MILLS said the Dominion Gov-
ernment had taken no direct action.
That was a matter which, no doubt,
had occupied the attention of the Local
Government. In fact, he had received
*opies of a large number of ordinances
from the North-West wi thin the last
two or three days, but he had been so
busy that he had not been able to see
what had been the precise action of
the Local Government on this subject.
But, no doubt, the Goverument would
take whatever action was necessary to
enforce the policy that had prevailed,
namely, to exclude intoxicating liquors
from the North-West Territory.

Mr. SMITH said although an hon.
member of the House had taken credit
to himself for securing prohibition in
the North-West, the fact was that
Lieut.-Governor Archibald had a Pro-
hibitory Law in operation two years
before that hon. member was con-
nected with the North-West Council,
and then that hon. member himself
was- the only party who had committed
any great breach of the Act.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that before this
item passed, ho wished to review
briefly the general features of the
treaties that had been made in the
North-West. And in doing so, ho must
say that all, or nearly all of them were
defective in one point, and the later
treaties had especially many objec-
tions le noticed that his hon. friend
the Minister of the Interior, had, in his
ast report, complimented the present'ndian Commissioners in the North-
West, and ho (Mr. Schultz) supposed
that this was only a graceful act of

artesy to his predecessor in office.
owever, his hon. friend could not

but know that Treaties 5 and 6 had
many objectionable features, and par-
ticularly the one last negotiated had
in it conditions which he felt sure that
the hon. gentleman would not allow to-
be repeated in the treaty to be made
next summer with the Blackfeet. The
fact was, that the Commissioners were
too often in a hurry to complete the
treaties, anxious for the eclat which
they suppose belongs to the purchase
of so many thousands of square miles
for the smallest possible amount of
money, forgetting that we have the
future of the Indians to look to as well
as their present wants, and getting
over the troublesome question of the
reservations by not fixing them at once.
The making of a treaty is not a diffi-
cult matter. Generally the Commis.
sioner has a large quantity of provis-
ions, he as native interpreters and
commands every influence which can
operate to cause the Indian to part
with his birthright for a mere trifle.
The reserve question not being fixed,
the Indian is under the impression that
the country is still practically his for
hunting purposes. This answers very
well till the necessities of colonization
force him on to the reserve which is
made for him. And then will come the
time whon the lowness of the condi-
tions of these treaties may bear their
legitimate fruit of trouble and difficulty.
He (Mr. Schultz) trusted that when
the treaty was made for which they
were now voting money, that these
matters would receive the consider-
ation of the Minister of the Interior,
with a view to avoid the errors of the
treaties already made. In the matter
of the appointment of local Indian
agents, he (Mr. Schultz) regretted to
see that political influences had dictated
many of them. It could easily be un-
derstood that in these appointments of
local agents, whose duties should be, in
addition to the payment of the
annuities, the advising and directing of
the Indians in their agricultural efforts,
that a selection made from among the
people of the country who understood
the language and habits of the Indians
would be necessarily botter than any'
selection made from those who were-
straugers to the language and habits
of these tribes. It has been matters
connected with their reservations-
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which have caused most of the Indian
wars in the United States, from that
with the Seruinoles in Florida down to
that with the Sioux at the present
time. We have no reason to expect
entire immunity from Indian difficul-
ties in the future, and he (Mr. Schultz)
very much feared that in most of the
treaties which had been made were to
be found the germs of possible serious
difficulty with our Indians in the
North-West.

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said the hon.
gentleman had stated that Governor
Archibald said it was necessary to
frame this law in order to meet the
case of the Hudson's Bay Company
sending such enormous quantities of
intoxicating drinks into the North-west
Territory. When ho (Mr. Smith)
had the honour of being appointed by
that Company to act as their Gov-
ernor in 1870, after the late lamented
Governor McTavish, his first step was
to have a rule passed, which was law
to their people, that not a dram of
intoxicating drink should go in. That
was in June, 1870. From that time
for two years not even a few gallons
of wine or brandy were allowed to go
in by the officers of the Hudson's Bay
Company. So much was that the case
that a small quantity of wine brought
out to Moose Factory was, owing to
these instructions, returned to Eng-
land. In October, 1870, Mr. Archi-
bald believed he had the right to
appoint a Council for the North-West
Territory to advise him there, and at
that time there was an outbreak ofsmall

px, as, unfo rtunately, there had been
ately in the Saskatchewan, but then it

had ben much greater than it had been
now. It was found necessaryto frame
some law to meet the case, and he be-
lieved it was on the 20th October, that
he (Mr. Smith) had the honour of
being appointed by Mr. Archibald, a
Couieillor of the North-West, believing
he had the right to do so. Judge John-
son was another, and Mr. Bellard, a
French gentleman of Montreal, was the
third. His (Mr. Smith's) first act way
to have this Prohibitory Law carried
out. At that time a gentleman very
well known, who had written with re-
gard to that country very pleasantly,
was sent on a commission to the North-
West to report in regard to it, and

Mr. SOULTZ.

to see the condition the country was in
owing to this visitation of small-pox.
He brought with him the Act now in
force, with very little change indeed.
That was printed and carried into the
country in numbers by Major Butler
and the gentleman who accompanied
him-both of whom were appointed
Justices of the Peace for the purpose of
seeing it carried out. This was all
very well. He went up into the country
and a Council of Iealth was appointed
in Manitoba at that time, and they
found it necessary to send a surgeon
into the country. It was left to a gen-
tleman, now a member of this House,
and another, to send what might be
necessary as medicines and medical
comtorts into the country. That gentle-
man, the hon. member for Lisgar (Mr.
Schultz) at that time, without the con-
sent or sanction of the Board of Hlealth
or of the Council of the North-West,
supplied this surgeon with a very large
quantity of intoxicating drinks, he be-
lieved to the extent of £120 sterling.
When it came to the knowledge of the
Board of Health and the Council they
objected to it, but they did not care to
bring it forward very prominently.
The member for Provencher (Mr. Ban-
natyne) was perfectly aware of every-
thing that took place. Major Butler
and other gentlemen found that there
were large quantities of drink in
the territory, and that the Indians and
Half-breeds were being intoxicated by
it. Major Butler found it necessary
himself to destroy a large quantity of
that liquor and spill it on the ground,
and he said, "l Here I go in with a law
passed prohibiting this, and here is an
officer of the Dominion immediatelY
afterwards, who himself uses it very
freely indeed, and gives it to all around
him." The scenos at some of the posts
were such as he (Mr. Smith) did not
care to describe. These were facts 8
he had stated them, and could be vouch-
ed for by many gentlemen, including
the hon. member for Provencher. ie
had shown the part he had taken in
prohibition himself: that his first act
on being appointed by the Hudson Bay
Company as Governor, was to pas a
law which was the law of the 1Hudson
Bay Company; but there was a consti'
tuted authority-the Council appointed
for the North-West, and this law, which
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bis good friend the then Governor of
Manitoba was pleased to call his (Mr.
Smith's Act, was in force there. He
was aware that there was an irregu-
larity in the appointment of that Coun-
cil. That was pointed out to the right
hon. member for Kingston, and he was

good enougLh to say that all which had
been done would be legalized ; and he
was sure he would admit that he was
very much pleased at the passage of
this law, and with the very good effect
it had in keeping out intoxicating
drinks from theNorth-West Territories.

Mr. SCHULTZ said his first duty
was to give a distinct and unqualified de-
nial to the assertions of his hon. friend
from Selkirk in regard to liquor being
sent in very large quantities in the
North-West Territories by the Board
of Health of Manitoba, at the instance
ofhimself(Mr. Schultz). No one knew
better, or should know better, than the
hon. gentleman himself that the state-
ment was false. The Board of Halth
of Manitoba had among its members
the present Archbishop Taché and
the present Lord Bishop of Ru
pert's Land, and both of these gentle-
men were too anxious for the welfare
of the Indians to countenance such an
act as the hon. member for Selkirk de-
clared to have been committed ; and it
was curious to notice that,in thejournals
of the proceedings of the Board of
lealth in question, no record was made
at all bearing out the assertion of the
hon. gentleman-an assertion which
he must characterize as one of the
Most base and most unwarranted which
he ever knew of being made by the
hon. gentleman. He (Mr. Schultz) had
no objection to this annual form of
-attack by lis hon. friend. It seemed to
be a necessity of lis nature to make a
wholesome relief to pent up spleen;
but his hon. friend must come some-
where within the range of truth, with-
in, at least, gunshot distance of the
facts of the case. The hon. member
for Selkirk lad als6 stated that the
Prohibitory Liquor Law which now
-exists in the North-West, had been
passed first by Lieut.-Governor Archi-
bald in 1870, two years before he (Mr.
Schultz) became a member of the
North-West Council. Now, the con-
ilection of a subject like this with the
item in the estimates about a sum of

Indian Treaties was not very apparent,
but he (Mr. Schultz) was disposed to
waive that fact in tavour of any elder-
ly member of the House whose itfirm-
ity of temper, weakness of recolleution
and garrulousness of speech should
make him desirous of-not, indeed, of
discussing the matter before the House
-but of having a fling at an hon.
gentleman opposite, and thus relieving
the pent up wrath and spite of the
past year. It was quite true that
Lieut.-Governor Archi bald, early in his
Administration, did pass a temporary
prohibitory measure, but it was in
view of the extent of the evils which
were being caused in the North-West
by American whiskey and the Hudson
Bay rum of the Saskatchewan Forts ;
and it remained for the North-West
Council to frame and to put into force
the law which now existed in the
North-West prohibiting the importa-
tion, manufacture or sale of intoxica-
ting liquor. The hon. member
for Selkirk also stated that he
had, in 1870, when the Governor
of the Hudson Bay Company issued
an order to the different posts of the
Company to cease that trade in liquor
which had been carried on. Now, if
by this the hon. gentleman meant to
claim any credit for the action, it would
be at once apparent that no credit was
due,because it might be noticed that the
date given by the hon. gentleman of
this order of his to the Hudson Bay
Posts was about the same as the date
which he gave to Governor Archibald's
temporary edict in regard to liquor.
It was small credit to the Hudson Bay
Company that they should have
ceased the traffic in liquor just when
the strong arm of the law, through the
mandate of Governor Archibald,
ordered that the trade should cease.
Why, in connection with the trade
in rum the Hudson Bay Company
should say as little as possible, and it
was in bad taste for the member for
Selkirk to bring up such a matter at
all. Impelled by that feeling of hostil-
ity which, Session after Session, ho had
displayed, he must make an attack of
some kind, and if it quieted the angry
feelings of his honorable friend and
assuaged the smart of the castigation
of the year before, he had no objection.
The whole discussion was foreign to
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the debate, but he would call the
attention of honorable members to the
fact that now, as in many instances
before, the attack had come from the
hon. member for Selkirk and had never
been ccmmenced by himself. His
hon. friend had dragged into the dis-
cassion the Hudson Bay Company, and
as the Chairman had allowed great
latitude in discussion and the House had
good naturedly allowed it, he had a
few words more to say about the
influence of the Hudson Bay Company
on the interests of the North-West,
both in the past and present. From
the very first their influenee had been
inimical to the interests of this
country. Their charter was obtained on
promises of searching for a North-West
Passage which were never carried out.
They opposed and ruined the flourish-
ing furtrade of Canada, and when
Canadian effort was put forth to obtain
the North-West for colonization
and development, they met Canada's
effort b> secure the country by com-
pelling a payment of one million and
a half of dollars for a country, a portion
of which only they owned, and retained
a twentieth part of the lands in a man-
ner which promised to become a
nuisance, and in fact had already be-
come a nuisance in the settlement of
the country They caused to Canada
an expense of three millions of dollars
to put down rebellion in the country
they were so well paid for; and from
first to last their influence had been
inimical to Canada. If the hon. gen-
tleman was invited to discuss these
matters, let him bring them up in a
proper manner. Let him bring up the
claim formerly preferred by the Hud-
son Bay Company for losses during
the Red River rebellion, and then see
in what manner the people of this
country and the members of this
House regarded-their claim for compen-
sation. He had before stated that lie
was quite willing to allow his hon.
friend to indulge his infirmities of
temper, even if he were the subject of
attack; but there must be some limit
to the range of discussion, some limit
to the extent which an hon. gentleman
could go in such gross and unwarranted
attacks as had been made upon
the present occasion.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker
left the Chair.

Mr. SCHULTZ.

After Recess.
Mr. TUPPER said he was sorry t>

see that the two great duellists had
disappeared. He was rather amused
to hear the two great champions of
temperance disputing as to the one of
the two who had done the most with
regard to the introduction of a Prohib-
itory Liquor Law in the great
territories of the North-West.
He was both surprised and
amused to see the hon. gentleman
tear to pieces the laurels which he
thought ought to encircle his own
brow. He flattered himself that le
was the humble instrument that had
prepared and submitted to the House
a Prohibitory Liquor Law of the most
stringent character, applying to a very
large portion of the Dominion,-he had
introduced the law which rendered
illegal the manufacture and sale and
introduction of ruinous spirituous and
fermented liquors into any parts of the
North-West Territories ; and he had
provided for the destruction of such
liquors if so introduced.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I was under the
impression that I moved the only strin-
gent clause in that Bill.

Mr. TUPPER: The hon. gentleman
did not introduce the clause into the
Bill, but he proposed to me a very em-
barrassing question, which, since he
has had the honor of a seat on the
Treasury Benches, he has not seen the
necessity of introducing.

Vote agreed to,
166. To aid Indian schools in

Ontario and Quebec, where
most required...................$5,00
Mr. MASSON enquired why the

words " Ontario and Quebec " were in-
troduced into this vote.

Mr. MILLS said this appropriation
had always been for these Provines-
The words mentioned were struck out
last year; but the officer in preparing
the Estimates had re-inserted them.
He had sent for explanations. Appro-
priations for such schools in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick were taken
out of other sources.

Mr. GOUDGE said he thought this
vote should be extended to the other
Provinces.
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Mr. MASSON asked what the other
sources were.

Mr. MILLS replied that ho alluded
to the $9,000 previously voted for the
Provinces of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick.

Mr. MASSON said that these votes
were not intended for education at all.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the total
vote for Ontario and Quebec was $8,800,
while $9,000 was voted for the other
Provinces mentioned.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he supposed
the same system was now followed in
this relation as was pursued when he
was at the head of the Department,
when the votes mentioned were used
in part to provide for schools. The
vote for the Indians of Quebec was
very small, and not so liberal as was
the case in Ontario, and tribes settled
on the Lower St. Lawrence would cer-
tainly require some help, when their
bunting grounds were taken possession
of by whites. He was very much
pleased to see that the vote for Indian
schools had been increased. This was
requiréd.

Mr. GOUDGE said that the vote for
the Provinces of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick was very insufficient.

Mr. L ANGEVIN said ho would like
to learni whiether a list of the schools
that would receive aid had been pro-
pared.

Mr. MILLS said they had not doter-
nined on any particular schools for
this purpose. The money would be
distributed where most required. Many
shools, especially mn Quebec, were
attendod by Indians who were iri rather
imdigent circumstances, and it was
necessary to supply them with books.
When the Estimates were prepared, ho
had been informed by the Deputy-
Superintendent of the number of these
schools which would be aided in
accordance with some general prin-
ciple. If ho was not very much mis-
taken sone claim existed against the
Governments of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick with reference to these
Matters, and ho hoped it would be dis.
Posed Of shortly. It would be highly
"Improper and unreasonable to tax the
whole Dominion in order to relieve
the Lower Provinces of their fair share
Of the burden in this regard,

100

Mr. VAIL said that the fund lying
to the credit of the Indians of Nova
Scotia had been transferred to the
Dominion at the date of Confederation.

Mr. ROBITAILLE said the time
had arrived when the Government
should adopt a different and botter
policy towards the Indians of Quebec,
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.
He had directed the attention of the
First Minister to this matt or in another
Committee, and ie had promised
to refer it to the Minister of the
Interior. ie would statn a few facts
in this connection. The Micmac tribe
had settled at two places in the county
of Bonaventure, and there were a few
scattered settlements of Indians in the
county of Gaspé, besides a good many
on the northern coast of New Bruns-
wick, who were actually destitute.
The majority of them had at present to
be supported by their white neigh-
ours, and the sum voted to help them
was small, while but trifling aid was
given to their schools. This was not
adequate to their wants. The sum of
$1 or $1.50 per head was allowed them
for seed grain in the spring to encour-
age them in the pursuit of agriculture.
On the other hand, however, the
Department of' Marine and Fisheries
took away from them the right and
privilege of spearing salmon, almost
their only means of support. The aid
granted was quite insufficient for the
purpose, and, as a consequence,
the Indians became degraded and
debased, and this was the fault
of the whites. Their spiritual advis-
ers had become discouraged ; and the
Indians thenselves were povorty
struck and starving there. Iad these
poor people, however, at their backs
such hordes as were in the North-
West, he was sure that they would be
better cared for by the House; and if
hon. mem bers were not pre-
pared to vote a large. sum to civilize
these Indians and oneourage therm tO
become industrious, they were nt
worthy to sit in the House. He did
not know how the blankets for which
provision was made in a previous item,
were distributed, but ho was pretty
sure that none of then were sent to
the Indians to whomn he had referred.
Proper reports in this regard could not
be prepared by officials who remained
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in the offices of the Department, who
had neither the experience nor practi-
cal knowledge necessary to enlighton
a Minister ot the Crown so that justice
could be done on this question. He re-
ferred particularly to the Indians of the
Provinces of Quebee, New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia. He would warn the hon
gentleman (Mr. Mills), as no attention
seemed to be paid to his statements,
that he would submit to the flouse next
Session facts that would astound him.

Mr. MILLS said these might be the
facts, but observations regarding fish-
ery rights did not apply to his Depart-
ment. Complaints had been made by
Indians from the locality mentioned
during the past winter, and these repre-
sentations had been taken into consid-
eration.

Mr. MASSON: But what has been
done ?

Mr. MILLS said the Indians had
made charges against their superiors,
but they had not thought proper to take
action in reference to the matter.

Mr. ROBITAILLE said the trouble
in that locality was owing to the taking
away of their privilege of fishing. It
was not fair that they should be de-
prived of this right, especially when
the Indians abided by the laws
of the country. On the one band,
there was not sufficient assistance and
protection given to the Indians, and on
the other, too much was taken away
from them.

Mr. GILL asked whether it was the
intention to extend aid to the Tête de
Boule Indians at Upper St. Maurice. If
he was rightly informed that tribe never
received anything from the Govern-
ment, and he thought some little con-
sideration should be paid them.

Mr. M1LLS said the Government
had written to the Hudson Bay Com-
pany's Agent in that district,asking hirm
to give aid to the Indians at the ex-
pense of the Department, and that aid
was given.

Mr. LANGEVIN said it would be
well if a small amount was put in the
Supplementary Estimates to assist t bis
tribe. He thought when the Indians
were deprived of their right to fish,
they should receive compensation in

Mr. RoiTMLiE.

some shape or other. He would like
to know whether any Indians had
availed themselves of enfranchisement
under the Act passed last year.

Mr. MILLS said the Indians had
taken advantage of the Act to some
extent.

Mr. GILL said the tribe of Indians in
his constituency were allowed to enjoy
the right of hunting and fishing, and
he was not aware that the laws in re-
gard to the preservation of game and
tish had been disturbed in any way by
that fact. He thought the time had
come when the Government ought to
cease treating the Indians of Quebec
as children ; they should be allowed
to act as freemen, and enjoy their pro-
perty as white men did. The more
intelligent of the Indians desired
thorough enfranchisement, and he
thought a law should be enacted to give
them the same rights as whitemen en-
joyed in regard to property, etc.

Vote agreed to.

167. To bring up the annuities
payable under the Robinson -
Treaty to the Chippeway
Indians of Lakes Huron and
Superior, from 96 cents to
$4 per bead..................... $11,000

XXII. MISCELLANEOUS.

168. Canada Gazette............. $ 4,000
169. Miscellaneous printing... 8,000
170. Unforseen expenses; ex-

penditure thereof under Or-
der in Council, and a detailod
statement to be laid before
Parliament during the first
15 days of the next Session 50,000

171. Commutation in lieu of
remission of duties on articles
imported for the use of the
army and navy................. 12,000

172. For the organization of
Government in the North-
West Territories and Keewa-
tin ............................... . 22 000

Mr. MILLS explaiied that $17,000
was for the North-West Territories and
$5,000 for Keewatin. It was possible
that all of the latter sum would not be
used.

Vote agreed to.
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COLLECTION OF REVENUE.

XXIII. CUSTOMS.

173. Salaries and contingent
expenses of the several ports $705,967

Mr. MASSON remarked that it
looked strange to see this amount all
classed together, while in other votes,
all the details, however small, were
given.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the sug-
gestion was a good one, and he would
endeavour to carry it out.

Vote agreed to.

XXIV. EXCISE.

174. Excise........................ $241,000

Mr. TUPPER asked for an explana-
tion of the increase, $7,600.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT stated it chiefly
arose from the necessity of increased
energy and activity in putting down
illicit distillation, of which there was
a great deal in Ontario.

Mr. TUPPER enquired whether the
excise officers would carry out the
provisions of the Weights and Measures
Act.

Mr. LAVLAMME said some new
officers had to be appointed to prevent
illicit distillation, but the officers of
the Department would carry out the
provisions of the Act referred to.

Mr. TUPPER instanced the case of
the different portions of distilling
machinery being manufactured at dif-
ferent factories, and enquired whether
the new law would provide for the
seizure of such.

Mr. LAFLAMME replied in the
affirmative.

Mr. LANGEVIN asked whether the
additional preventive officers were
appointed tempoiarily or permanently.

Mr. LAFLAMME said they were
put on as necessity arose, and when
their services were no longer required
they were discharged without any
claim on the Department. They
received a percentage of the penalties
which they were instrumental in get-
ting imposed.

100%

Mr. BOWELL asked as to what
necessity existed for increasing the
staff at Belleville.

Mr. LAFLAMME said there had
been a disposition shown to avoid the
law and an additional force was
required to protect the revenue.

Mr. BOWELL said there was only
one distillery at Belleville and that
was not a large one. There was a
brewery at Trenton, 12 miles distant,
and another at Picto n.

Mr. CARTWRIGBT said there had
beei a great loss to the revenue, and
great frauds committed a year and a
half ago.

M'. ROCHESTER said that in 1873,
seven stills, valued at $777.70, were
seized by the Government officers ; in
1874, 18 stilis, valued at $559.60, were
seized, and in 1875, ten stills, valued at
$1,600. He would like to learn what
percentage the officers received on
seizures, for if they had besides to pay
$7,600 in salaries for the seizures of
material worth fron $500 to $1,600,
he thought it was a pretty hard case.
They might almost as well abolish the
system.

Mr. LAFLAMME said the stills
which were seized could not be sold,
save when broken up, and then as old
metal, consequently they could not
bring a high price. Few stills had been
seized, owing to the want of a sufficient
number of officers. During the past
seven months, however, thirty illicit
stills had been discovered and broken
up, and with more active supervision
better results would be secured and the
revenue would be botter guarded.

Mr. ROCHESTER asked why an
increased number of officers was
required for the Belleville district,

Mr. LAFLAMME said frauds had
been detected in this district where the
supervision had been insufficient. One
officer was not able to attend to the
duty properly, and consequently two
additional officers had been appointed.
There was a fourth, but he was incapa.
citated at present from illness. The
vote for Goderich had been reduced
from S5,200 to $3,250, owing to the
.4oppage of a large distillery there.
In Guelph the vote was increased from
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$10,500 to $12,100, owing to the
recent establishment there of a new
and large distillery, requiring the
appointment of two additional officers.
One officer had been removed from
Godorich to Guelph. In London the
vote was increased $300 to provide for
botter supervision, as the capacity of
Mr. Carling's establishment had been
quadrupled, and an officer was required
to superintend the production of petro-
leum. The vote for Prescott was
increased from $4,800 to $5,300 to
provide for better supervision and an
additional officer.

Mr. PLATT said he knew from ex-
perience that no more than one officer
was required for any brewery or distil-
lery. One man attended to Gooderham
and Worts' distillery, which used as
much material as all the other distil-
leries in Ontario.

EMr. LAFLAMME said it was essen-
tial in the interests of the Depart-
ment and of the revenue, that each of
these establishments should be most
carefully superintended, because in
many instances they had found that
frauds had been committe I. It was not
advisable to leave the superintendence
as to the collection of such a large
amount of revenue to one man without
any supervision or check whatever. l
many cases there ought to be a guar-
antee against fraud.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he inferred
from this that it was actually necessary
to appoint two officers, one to watch
the other, and both to watch the
brewer.

Mr. LAFLAMME: Not in every
case, but in some instances.

LMr. ROCHESTER said these brew-
ers must be a lawless set of people.
He was afraid if this was the case, the
anticipations of the Finance Minister as
to increase of revenue in this respect
would not be realized. It would be
found that every bushel of barley ued
in breweries, was weighed and mca-
sured under the present regulations no
less than seven times, and, under the
circumstances, he could not see the ne-
cessity for appointing so many officers.
During the administration of the
present Deputy-head of the )epart-
ment there had been a continual in-

Mr. LAFLAMME.

Supply.

crease of the staff; that officer had
sought in every possible way to mys-
tify the law in this connection, that it
would take a new Minister a year to
understand what be had to do. He
said this advisedly, as he knew that it
was the case. These laws had been
inoperative, and under them there was
no brewery in the Dominion that was
not liable to a fine; but the Deputy
did not dare to attempt to enforce the
law because it was jinoperative. It
was, however, very convenient for
that official to have a great many
officers about him. It was a poor
state of things if the officers received
the benefit of this-instead of the
country. He was satisfied that the
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue,
after one or two years' experience,
would make an efficient head of this
Department, and he hoped he would
initiate a refori in this particular.

Mr. CARTWRIGFT said, after
looking carefully at the items, he
thought they might be reduced. He
would, therefore, make this one
$229,800, and the first $184,000.

Mr. BUNSTER said the farmers
would suffer materially from the extra
tax on malt, which would also have a
depressing effect on the brewing
interests. But the annoyance of an
Excise officer going into their premises
any time he saw fit, was almost equal
to the annoyance of the tax. The
gauging and weighing of malt com-
pelled brewers to employ an extra
clerk, in order to comply with the
mystified law, which was changed
annually, until it was impossible to
understand it. lHe did not see why
the Government should not make the
law simple, as it was in the
United States. In British Columbia
the salaries paid to excise officerýs
amounted to more than the duty that
was collected, and he thought there was
great room for reform in this respect.
He thought it would be better to allow
the brewers to go before a Justice of
the Peace and hand in his returns and
pay his dollar, instead of employing SO
many officers. He would recommend
that, instead of imposing a tax on
malt, the Government should impose
it on the manufactured article.
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Mr. ROCHESTER asked how many
oticers were employed at Guelph,

Mr. MACKENZIE : Fourteen.
Mr. PLUMB asked how it happened

that a much larger number of mon
were employed at Guelph than in other
chies of similar population.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this was
regulated by the business and not the
population of the towns.

Mr. SINCLAIR said the salary of
the Inspector at Charlottetown was
put down at $1,800, and he had good
reason to believe the officer did not get
more than two-thirds of this amount.
le hoped that the hon. the Minister

of Inland Revenue would sec that the
Inspector got the amount voted by
Parliament.

Vote agreed to.

XXV. CULLING TIMBER.

175. Salaiies,Cullers' Fees and
Contingent Expenses . $81,000

Mi. BERTRAM said he wished to
call attention to the manner in which
the work was done by many of the
cullers in Quebec. After the lumber-
mn had their timber culled, in many
cases it was found the culling was of no
use. If culling was to be of any use at
all, it ought to stand as good in one
part of the province as in another.

Mr. LAFLAMME said the arrange-
ments in regard to culling were fixed
ae(ording to the desire, and at the
Solicitation of the entire lumber trade.
Thie amount for contingencies was
merely for necessary expenses rega-
lated by law.

Mr. 'ROCHESTER expressed the
hope that before next Session a Bill
would be matured which would suit
every description of lumber as well as
square timber. H1e knew of a case
Where a lumberman had paid the return
eXpenses of a culler coming from
Quebec to Rice Lake, to culi some
timiber, and paid the regular fees ; but
when the timber went to Quebec a
survey was called for, and the lumber-
men had to pay the cost of re-culling.

Mr. BERTRAM said he honed
abuses of this kind would not occur
again.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) asked
whether the rumour that some of the
officers were to be put upon the super-
annuation list, was correct.

Mr. LAFLAMME agrood that there
ought to be some protection against
the abuse referred to, but said that the
lumber should be culled from where it
was shipped. It was not the intention
of the Government to superannuate
any person employed in the culing
office.

Mr. ROCHESTER said the rule was
to cull timber where it was sorted.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
a system had grown up of not eumling
according to the strict letter of the
law, for whieh the culiers were not
wholly responsible.

Vote agreed to.

XXVI. WEIGITS AND MEASURES AND
GAS-EQUIPMENT AND INsPECTIoN.

176. Furniture and means of
heating 87 Weights and Mea-
sures office........................ $6,090

177. Furniture, and means of
heating 31 Gas offices.. ....... 1,120

178. Salaries of Deputy Inspec-
tors of Weights and Mea-
sures.................... 52,000

179. Salaries of Gas Inspectors 10,650
180. Rents of* 87 Weights and

Measures offices................ 8,500
181. Rents of 31 Gas offices.... 2,420
182. Contingencies for Weights

and Measures and Gas, such
as travelling expenses, fuel,
&c.... ......... ..................... 20,000

Mr. IDECOSMOS said for the last
six years British Columbia had been
unable to get un Inspector of Weights
and Measures.

Mr. LAFLAMME stated that the
Govein.nent had the matter under
consideration.

Vote agreed to.

XXVIi. INSPECTION OF STAPLES.

183. For the purchase and dis-
tribution of Standards of
Flour, &c., and for other
expenditure under the Act... $1,000
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XXVIII. ADULTERATION OF FOOD.

184. To meet expenses under
the Act 36 Vic., chap. 49
(will be mainly recouped
by fees)........................10,000

XXIX. PUBLIC WORKS.

185. Salaries and contingencies
of canal offices................ $35,170

186. Collection of slide and
boom dues........................ 20,245
Mr. WHITE (North Rentrew)

called attention to the unsatisfactory
manner in whieh this account appeared
in the Public Accounts. The whole
amount for collecting slide and boom
dues at Ottawa and Quebec was
charged against this item, whereas,
two-thirds of it was returned by the
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, and
that ought to be credited there with
other items charged against that par-
ticular service which ought not to be
charged against it. For instance, there
was $20,000 contribution to the Chau-
diere bridge, and $225 for building
sidewalks on the Suspension Bridge.
This item added to the amount which
he contended ought properly to be
credited to this account of $11,730,
would increase the net revenue derived
rom this particular service from

$30,954 to $62,909.
Vote agreed to.

187. Repairs and working ex-
penses of above............... $366,500

188. Intercolonial and other
Government Railways, N.S.
and N. B.; Intercolonial
Railway, Quebec.............1,600,000
Mr. MACKENZIE said that in the

Public Works report there were very
full details of all the expenditures in
this direction, so full that it would
take a long time to give even a sum-
mary of what was contained there.
The total number of miles now in the
hands of the Government was 714,
without the Windsor branch, which
was worked under agreement made
some years ago, and continued until it
was delivered up to the Western Coun-
ties Railway Company. It was pro-
posed to transfer that branch so soon
as the Company were ready to complete
their line to Digby, where they could

Mr. LAFLAMME.

make their connection across the Bay
to Annapolis, and make their arrange-
ments with the Annapolis Railway
Company. The item was made up of
several items to be found on
page 91. The passenger traffic last
year had amounted to $352,354 on the
roads in Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick, and in Quebec 818,166. The
freight business of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick had amounted to
$448,531, and in Quebec $7,219. Pay-
ment for carrying the mails in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick had
amounted to $47,976, and in Quebec to
$3,831. The total revenue, therefore,
including the mails, was $848,861 in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and
$29,216 in Quebec. He distinguished
Quebec from the other Provinces,
because at that time connection was
not made. The expenditure, including
all the items, was $877,485 in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswickand $66,369
in Quebec. The total earnings in
1874-5 were $861,593, and in 1875-6
$848,861, being a decrease of about
$13,000. In 1874-5 the expenditure
was $850,775, and in 1875-6 8877,485.
In computing the revenue he left out
Quebec. For the first half of the
current year the excess of expenditure
over revenue was about $13,000. The
total mileage was about 714 miles in
use; for the first eight months of the
year the mileage was 184 miles less
than that. There were s38 miles iln
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and
83 miles in Quebec, that was 421 miles
altogether. In 1875-6 there were 525
miles in operation, besides the 84
miles in Quebec; but of that 525
miles a certain portion was only eight
months in operation.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that in 1874-5
the deficit in working expenses was
$10,818 for Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick; in 1875-6 this deficit was
$28,624. In the Province of Quebec,
for the 83 miles in operation, this defi-
oit for 1874-5 was $29,254, a little more
than 50 per cent. ; in 1875-6 this deficit
was 837,i53. The line in Prine
Edward Island in 1874-5 was only in
operation for a short time. The
revenue for that year was $24,494, and
the expenditure $47,671, the deficit
being $23,177; in 1875-6 the revenue
amounted to $118,061, and the exPen
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diture to $214,930, the deficit being
$6,869. He would here mention, in
answer to a question put some even-
ings ago, that the Truro and Pictou
IBranch was opened for trafic in 1b65-6,
and the rails being pretty well worn
out, in 1873 five miles were re-laid
with steel rails; in 1874-for the finan-
cial year ending 30th June-seven
miles; in 1875, ton miles; and during
the last year and a half, up to the 31st
of last December, 15% miles, making in
all 37î miles which had been re-laid
with steel rails, leaving 13½ miles
of road with the old iron rails,
but ho was informed that these
were in such a dilapidated condi-
tion that it was quite impossible to
keep them in use. Iron rails with
ordinary traffie were su pposed to last
for eight or ten years; but a pretty
heavy coal traffie had passed over this
lino, and the rails had, on the whole,
!asted very well.

Mr. BOWELL: Is it the intention
to replace these 131 miles with steel
rails before the road is transferred ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I do not express
any particular intention in this respect;
but we must replace them, I am afraid,
with something. We will maintain it
as long as possible with such iron rails
as we have, but whether we will do so
altogether I am not able to say.

Mr. MITCHELL said representations
had been made him by some of his
constituents with reference to the
carrying of the mails over the Inter-
colonial. They were taken Jrom iHali-
fax to Quebec, Montreal and Toronto
by the first train, but to intermediate
points such as Miramichi and Richi buc-
to, by the next train. He could not sec
why the delivery should not be made
at all these points at the same time.
He was told that there was ample
leisure to prepare the mails for all
these places. He hoped that instrue-
tions would be given to obviate this
imconvenience.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the reason
whv this had not been done was that
the service was a new one, and the
Government, very naturally desirous
Of having it succeed, had perhaps paid
a little too much attention to through
mails. They had been anxious to

afford every possible chance to the
road to show its competence for this
work, and the result had been that
during the whole of the winter the
mail trains had actually averaged a
little over thirty miles per hour over
the line from Halifax to Rivière du
Loup. They might not be able to
keep up this speed next winter as the
recent cold season had been very
favourable; but having made immense
preparations in the way of' provid-
ing snow sheds and fencing,
they hoped they would ho able to do
fair work next winter, when arrange-
ments would bo made to have way-
mails made up and delivered at all
principal points on the lino.

Mr. MITCHELL: Anrl in sumner
as well ?

Mr. MACKENZIE : Oh, certainly.

Mr. MITCIELL said ho felt bound
to state, in justice to the management
of the road, that this had been very
successful during last winter, giving
very great satisfhetion to the public.
He was pleased to le, ru from a high
official that the receipts of the road
during at all events nine months of the
year, would certainly exceed the
working expenses. This was somowhat
contrary to general predictions in this
relation. He was sure that it only
required to have the lino botter under-
stood in the country to render it even
more successful. All who passed over
it declared that, in solidity of con-
struction and in appointments and
administration, it was a very great
success. He had been thoroughly
ideritified with this undertaking, and
had taken great pride in it. Hbebe-
licved that the road would be run as
successfully, with the new improve-
monts mentioned, next winter as dur-
ing tle late season. He had no fears
whatever on this poii't.

Mr. JON ES (Halifax) wished to call
the attention of the Minister of Publie
Works to the fact, that passengers
were frequently landed at Halifax
whose destination was Richibucto,
Miramichi, or some other point, but
whose tickets had ail been marked vid
Portland. He desired to learn whether
it would not be advisable, in the in-
terest of the Government, to have such
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information given on the other side of
the water as would enable the
travelling publie to take advantage of
this route. le was informed the
other day, when the steamer arrived at
Halifax, that several gentlemen, who
were going to northern parts of New
Brunswick, came on by rail at a very
rapid rate, and other passengers would
have availed themselves of the samo
route had their tickets not been
marked for Portland.

Mr. MITCRELL said he would con-
firm what had just been stated. He
understood that the impressien on the
other side of the water was that the
Intercolonial was an unsafe and uncer-
tain line; and it also seemed that the
interests of the steamship lines were
adverse to it. A gentleman had told
him that ho could not obtain any infor-
mation in the old country with regard
to this road; but, nevertheless he risked
it. -He believed that the Allan Line
desired to take passengers to Portland
and send them by way of the Grand
Trunk. This was a matter which
should occupy the attention of the
Government.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that their
attention had beeri called to it at a very
early day. Some difficulty had been
exporienced in inducing the Allan Line
to call at Halifax, and they had been
obliged to require it in accordance
with the terms of the contract. The
line had believed that it was prejudicial
to their interests and had endeavoured
to persuade the Government that no
time could be gained by forwarding
the mails on the Intercolonial. The
result proved that the English mails, as
a rule, were delivered at Montreal
about the time when the steamer
reached Portland, securing about 300
miles start of the latter. He thought
that the line had probably no faith in
the permanency of these arrangements,
and, consequently, continued to sell
tickets vid Portland, declining to make
any reduction for passage to Halifax;
and, although landing at this port,
required the payment of an additional
$17 for fare, a number had taken
this route. Of course, such an
arrangement could not be allowed
to continue during the coming
winter. They would have to have a

Mr. JoNEB.

perfect understanding about it. Their
agent at Liverpool would give the
necessary information regarding the
route, and they hoped to induce other
lines of steamers to call at Halifai,
inaking our railway system, when coin-
plete, a highway to all parts of the
continent. When connection was made
at St. John, continuous railway com
munication with New York would be
established, and he had no reason to
doubt that a very large amount of
traffic, mail, freight and passenger,
would thon pass over these routes,
'both to the West and South-West. At
all events, the Government were bound
to do everything in their power to
facihtate such a movement as far as
was possible. He would now mention
that the cost per train mile in 1874-75,
on this line was -7957 cents; and in
1875-76, •7336 cents; while the cost per
train mile on the Grand 'Trunk and the
Great Western was, he believed, some-
thing over $1, so that the road was run
more cheaply than the average linos.
This was greatly due, no doubt, to its
excellent construction and thorough
ballasting. On the latter work, in
1875, $70,000 or $80,000 had been
spent on the recommendation of the
engineer, and the result had been
most satisfactory. During the past
year, stores had cost a good deal less
than formerly. He found that the
ordinary price for iron delivered on
the road-he did not allude to the ex-
travagant prices once paid to certain
firms, which he did not propose to dis-
cuss-was from .0125 to six cents per
pound. Last year they only paid
$1.90 to $1.95 per cwt.-a little less
than half what it cost in the Spring of
1874 or the Fall of 1873. They were
then paying about $3.25 for coal, and
they made contracts last year with the
Albion Mines at $1.80, and with the
Springhill Mines at $1.95.

Mr. MITCHELL said he thought
the hon. the First Minister was mis-
taken as to the amount paid for coal
in 1874; it could not have cost that
much.

Mr. MACKENZ[E said it was pOS-
sible he might be wrong, but ho thouglt
the figures he quoted were correct; ho
would, however, make inquiries. The
coal on the Island Railway cost much
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more-$ 3 a ton. The stores in band
in 1874-5 amounted in value to $90,582,
and $3,850 in Quebec. In 1874-5, 3,583
tons of steel rails were put down; in
1875-6, R,181 tons, and 1,779 tons of
iron rails. The total cost of changing
the gauge was $842,764, less $79,868
received for old materials, making the
net cost $735,076.

Mr. TUPPER asked if the hon.
gentleman was able to state from
experience up to the present, what
relation the revenue on the Interco-
loiial was likely to bear to the expen-
diture.

Mr. MACKENZIE said their expec-
tation was that when the whole road
was laid with steel rails the revenue
would meet the expenditure, if they
were as successful as they hitherto had
been in inducing a certain class of
traffic to pass over the road.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) asked if
the express and Pullman car business
was retained in the hands of the Gov-
ernment or was let out to companies.
A great deal of the revenue was taken
out of roads by such companies, and
he hoped the Government would be
able to initiate the parcel delivery
system which was in vogue in Eng-
land.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that matter
had not escaped his attention. There
was this difficulty in the way of the
Government undertaking a small-par-
cels delivery. A large amount in value
of the express companies' business was
money, and lie was very unwilling to
run the risk those companies ran in
carrying large sums of money. Then
if the Government undertook to deliver
ordinary small parcels and not money,
they would then interfère with the
express companies to such an extent
that they would probably not carry on
the business. Under those circam-
stances the Government determined to
enter into a short contract with a con-
Pany. Parties tendering were asked
to state the percentage of their receipts
they would pay to the Government,
and the company offering the highest
percentage received the contract. They
had also considered whether it was
advisable to build sleeping cars them-
selves. They found a great many

difficulties in the way. They bought
those cars in the United States at
a large cost, or made some arrange-
ment with the two great companies
possessing the proprietory of those
vehicles. They communicated with
Wagner & Co., and with the Pullman
Palace Car Co. The former made ho
offer, and a temporary contract for five
years was entered into with the Pull-
man Co. This, no doubt, caused some
little expense, but it was the best that
could be done under the circumstances.
As the time for the elpiration of the
contract approached, the Government
would consider whether it would be
well to build stock of its own, or con-
tinue the contraet.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) asked if
the freight cars would be built in the
Government workshops or by tender
by some of the Canadian coinpanies.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Goveri-
ment sent a circular letter to all the
car factories in Canada. The lowest
tender they received was from the
works at Colborne at $529 per car;
the next lowest was from the London
works, at $530 per car. They gave the
Colborne works an order for 200, and
the London works for 100; and as they
had a great deal of old material which
could be worked in, they had deter-
mined to build the remaining 400
themselves. The two companies had
delivered a considerable number of
cars, which were said to be excellent
stock.

Mr. TUPPER said Mr. Fisher, the
late contractor for the express business
of the line, had spent twenty years in
building up the business, and had done
excellent service in times past. Just
as this gentleman was about to reap
the reward of his energy and perse-
verence, the service was put up to con-
petition, and another party having
offered a higher percentage he lost the
contract. He (M-. Tupper) regretted
exceedmngly that such was the case, as
he thought the Government might in
this instance have exercised a wise dis-
cretion and taken intoconsideration Mr.
Fisher's claims. le heard with great
pleasure the announcement that it was
expected that the revenue and expen-
diture would meet. A gentleman well
qualified to foirm an opinion, Mr,
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Brydges, stated In a letter to Mr.
Potter, in England, that when the road
was finished and opened for traffic, the
loss to the country would be from
$500,000 to $750,000 per annum. The
Committee, lie was sure, under these
circumstances, would learn with great
satisfaction that the experience up to
the present time left them to hope
that there would be, at all events, no
considerable deficit in the working
expenses of the road. He was quite
satisfied that if the deficit of $13,000
for the six months quoted was any-
thing like correct, that the prediction
of the Premier that the working ex-
penses would be covered,would be fully
realized, since the road would every
year open up new sources of revenue
never thought of before. He was
inclined to think the original views of
the Premier, as to the route chosen by
the late Government being the best
that could be selected - but which
views he afterwards changed-were
now held by him. The result was
exceedingly satisfactory, especially
under such a reasonable tarif, which
he had always advocated.

Mr. MACKENZIE remarked that it
was necessary, in order that the road
should be successful, that it should be
managed by the same gentleman who
had managed it during the last year.

Mr. TUPPR pointed out the in-
justice ofsteamrìhip companies charging
the same fare to Halifax as to Portland,
several hundred miles farther. It was
desirable for both Canada and Great
Britain that merchants from Great
Britain should travel to the west
through Canadian territory.

Mr. MACKENZIE said of course
the six months referred to were the
best six months of the year. The
following six months would embrace
the winter months, and then the traffic
would not be so great, and the expenses
would be greater.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said it was a
source of very general complaint that
the Grand Trunk showed no disposition
to forward goods by the Intercolonial.
In some cases, he had been informed,
they even sent them to Portland when
directed to send them over the Interco-
lonial to Halifax; and sometimes the

Mr. TUPPER.

mails, on being transferred to the
Grand Trunk from the Intercolonial,
had been detained several hours.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he thought
only one complaint of this nature had
reached him. In the communications the
Government had regarding it, it would
appear to have been some mistake.
He found Mr. Hickson exceedingly
willing, and apparently anxious, to
co-operate with the Intercolonial, and
the relations between the Grand
Trunk Railway Company and the
Government had, as a general thing,
been all that could have been desired.
The distance to Halifax and Portland
being the same, of course it was a (iffi-
cult matter to manage, there occasion-
ally being conflicting interests.

Mr. T UPPER asked whether there
was any foundation for the rumour
that there was some difficulty between
the Government and the Imperial
authorities as to the proximity of the
line to the powder magazine at Hali-
fax.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the matter
was not in such condition as to justify
him in giving details. There had been
correspondence with the Impeiial
authorities for the last four years on
the matter. It was impossible to put
the line at any other place at the time
in order to reach Halifax, but it would
appear as if either the magazine or the
railway track would have to be re-
moved.

Mr. MITCHELL asked whether
there had been negotiations between
the Government and the Grand Trunk
Railway with reference to the transfer
of the Riviôre du Loup branch.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the matter
had been talked over, but there had
been no actual negotiations.

Vote agreed to.

189 -Railway, Prince Edward
Island...................$200,000

190. Telegraph Lines, Bri-
tish Columbia (including
subsidy) ..... .............. $36,720
Mr. DECOSMOS called attentionto

the fact that while the Government
gave $5,000 a year as a subsidy to the
Western Union Telegraph Co mpanv
the line between Victoria and San)
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Francisco was sometimes not working
for a week. There appeared to be
difficulty in keeping up telegraphic
communication between Victoria and
points in Washington Territory. He
hoped the attention of the Government'
would be directed to the matter.

Mr. MACKENZIE said if the hon.
member would send him a communica-
tion setting forth the facts, the matter
would be considered.
191. Telegraph Lines be-

tween Prince Edward Is-
land and the mainland...

192. Agent and contingen-
cies, British Columbia ...

193.

82,000

4,000

XXX. POST OFFICE.

For Ontario................$773,000
Quebec... .................. 473,900
New Brunswick... ...... 172,300
Nova Scotia................ 101,600
Prince Edward Island ... 46,000
Manitoba ....... . .......... 24,000
British Columbia ......... 79,000
North-West Territory... 10,000

Mr. TUPPER said that under the
late.Administration provision was made
for a steam service between Windsor
and St. John, calling at important
points. He observed that neither this
nor last year had any provision been
made for a continuance of the service.

Mr. GOUDGE said he thought that
the item should be re-inserted in the
Estimates for this service. Hie regret-
ted to say that they were not at present
able to induce any company to continue
this communication. He had endeav-
oured, but unsuccessfully, both at St.
John and Halifax, to prevail upon some
One to place a steamer on the route.
Hlowever, if the vote was placed in the
Ostimates he had every reason to be-
lieve that it could be done during the
present season, promoting very great
intercourse between New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia, while a very large
trade would likely result from the
opening of the Springhill Coal mine.
Re was very glad that the hon. mem-
ber for Cunmberland had brought the
rmatter to the notice of the Postmaster-
Gene-ai.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was
just one weak point in the claim; it

would be subsidizing a steamer to ran
in ceompetition with the railway which
reached ail the main points and con-
veyed the mails more rapidly than
they could by the steamer.

Mr. GOUDGE said this did not ne-
cessarily follow.

Mr. TUPPER said the Premier was
mistaken. H1e thought that a small
subsidy would tend to develope a
great deal of trade and inter-communi-
cation in that section of the country,
while many would avail themselves of
it who would not likely go by the
Government line of railway.

Vote agreed to.
Resolutions ordered to be reported.
HIouse resumed.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
Ten minutea after

Twelve o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 19th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

AUDITING OFPUBLIC ACCOUNTS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved for
leave to introduce a Bill (No. 118) To
amend the Act 31 Vic., chap. 5,
entitled An Act respecting the Audit-
ing of the Public Accounts.

Bill read the first time.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

FIRsT READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole, to consider the following
resolutions:-

" 1. That it is expedient to amend tbe Act
respecting Weights and Measures, 36 Vic-
toria, chapter 47, by repealing gections 5, 26,
27, 30, 34 and 41, and re-enacting them with
certain amendment3 providing:-

" 2. That the Imperial or Standard British
shall always be held to be the measure agreed
upon as regard 3 sales of goods b dry nieasure,
unless it is otherwise stipulatel,
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" 3. That the bundred weight shall always
be understood to mean one hundred pounds,
and the ton two thousand pounds, as regard
sales by weight, tolls or duties, unless it is
otherwise stipulated, and that public weighers
shall always use the same.

" 4. That the saine rule shall be observed
as to contracte for the sale of grain and other
articles nentioned in section 5 of the said
Act, as before the 1st January, 1874, and in
such contracte a bushel shall be understood
to mean the weight of a busbel of the article
in question as fixed in the said section, and
not a bushel in measure, unless it is other-
wise stipulated.

" 5. That on any verification of wei ghts
and measures under section 26, after the first,
the party having them in possession shall
only pay full fees in case of their being found
incorrect, and that otherwise he shall only
pay one-fourth of the full fees and charges.

" 6. That the parties mentioned in section
27, being manufacturers of, or wholesale
dealers in weights, measures or weighing
machines, shalr not be liable for the penalty
therein mentioned for merely offering for sale
any uninspected weight, measure or weighing
machine, and shall be liable to such penalty
only if they sell the saine without having
them inspected and stamped; but that other
traders using or having in possession such
uninspected weights, measures or weighing
machines shall be liable to the forfeiture
thereof and to the penalty.

" 7. That any person, not being a manu-
facturer or wholesale dealer therein, who
refuses to produce and permit inspection of
any weights, measures or weighing machines
in hie possession, or, being such manufac-
turer or wholesale dealer, refuses to permit
the inspection of such articles in his pos-
session when required, shall incur the
penalties mentioned in section 30.

" 8. That penalties and forfeitures incurred
under the said Act may be recoverable
before any competent tribunal, as well as in
the nanner provided by section 34, by suit
brought by the proper officer; and that per-
scus aggrieved by the use of false weights,
measures and weighing machines may recover
treble coste.

" 9. That section 41 be so amended as to
allow officers under the Act to adjust weights,
measures and weighing machines, on receiv-
ing compensation therefor."

(In the Committee.)

Mr. LAFLAMME said as the com-
mittee knew by the Confederation Act
the regulation of weights and measures
was left entirely to the Federal Parlia
ment. No attempt was made to rega-
late them until 1873 when the late
Government introduced a measure for
that purpose which made some very
serious and important cha:ires in the
system previously in force. Prior to

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

the passage of that Act the standard
for measures of capacity was the Win-
chester bushel and the wine gallon,
and for those the late Government
substituted the Imperial measure.
Besides this, several other modifications
were introduced which were to take
effect ut a subsequent period. Up to
1873, throughout the whole of' the
Dominion as well as the United
States, grain was generally disposed of
in commercial contracts by weight,
a bushel of wheat being estimated at
60 lbs. By the Act of 1873 this system
was to be tolerated only until 1874.
The cental system was introduced aund
the weights were to be divided by
decimals instead of as before, and, at
the same time, provision was made foir
the inspection of scales, a Commissioner
of Weights and Measures being estab-
lished to determine what scales shoukl
be used. To this Government was
deputed the responsibility of putting
this law into operation ; but the mo-
ment that was done there arose coin-
plaints from almost every part of the
country about the inconveniences and
hardships caused by a change from the
old system. Considering those ob-
jections the Government deemed it
their duty to come to the assistance of
the public generally by tolerating the
old measure. The substitution of the
new measure for the Winchester bushel
and wine gallon interrupted our trade
relations with the only portion of this
continent with which we traded toaly
large extent. In England a largo por-
tion of the commercial community had
been anxious for the establishment of
an uniform system all over Europe, and
about two-thirds of the European con-
tinent had adopted the French metri-
cal system. This fact, that England
was contemplating a change in her
system of weights and measures, ought
to have prevented the late Govern-
ment from revolutionizing our systeni
by the introduction of the Imperial
standard. As the system of weights
and measures was nearly allied to
that of the currency, and as we had
adopted the American system of car-
rency, he did not think the late Gov-
ernment acted wisely in altering the
standard. Nevertheless, as the mea-
sure of 187 must have been consid-
ered as an expression of the desire of

Act Amendment Bill.
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the commercial community, in carry-
ing it into effect this Government had
to do it in such a manner as to avoid
trouble and confusion. It was thought
advisable that a provision should be
introduced into the law to allow the
use of the old measures, and the amend-
inents proposed gave authority to
stamp and verify measures of this de-
scription until 1880 at least. If during
the interval it was found more conven-
icrit to resort to the old measures, the
country would be better prepared to do
.o after having made the experiment.
It would perhaps have been advisable
to have gone back tolthe old system com-
pletely, but as in Ontario the largest
portion of the trading community had
accepted the new system, the Govern-
ment thought it proper to maintain
the standard, allowing only the use of
the former measures for some time to
come, in order that public opinion
might arrive at a surer conclusion in
regard thereto at a future time. It
was also thought advisable to allow
the trade in grain to be conducted by
weight as formerly. Then there was
another important matter which it was
important should be amended.
From 1859 in Canada the stan-
dard had been 2,000 lbs. for a ton,
but the Act of 1873 gave a new
legal definition to a ton ; and it was
iow proposed to revert to the old
'ystein. It was also proposed to amend
the provisions of the Act with regard
to the decimal system of veights, the
amend ment allowing the use ofdifferent
weights than those represented actually
by decimals. In the existing laws there
was a provision which compelled scale
makers to fraction every sub-multiple
of weight, even of a pound, into
decimals. This would strike everybody
as rather illogical. If they took for a
Unit the English pound, which was
sub-divided into 16 ounces, it was really
absurd to fraction that into tens. The
amendment would make the sub-
d1ivi0sion into ounces legal and allow
thc manufacturers of scales to
revert to the old system. A revo-
lution in the weights and measures
u1) to the year 1873 was created ;
and, regarding these points, the
'trongest objections were urged.
Besides, a great number of com-
Plims had been made concerning

the verification of scales, the kiud of
scales allowed to be used, the charges
levied, subsequen t verification entail-
ing the same fees as were originally
imposed on new scales, and the neces-
sity for parties bringing scales for
verification to return if th~e scales were
not found to be correct and have them
re-verified. This gave great inconveni-
ence and trouble, and the amendments
proposed were intended to remedy
these complaints. The Inspector was
authorized to verify weights and
measures, and, as it was impossible to
establish in the law what should be
the exact amount of remuneration, it
was thought better to leave the choice
of the person who sbould adjust the
weights or measures optional. It was
stated that the remuneration should be
only what would be fair value for the
labour, as one scale might orly require
a few minutes work, and another com-
plete modification. It was thought
that this regulation, by rendering pos-
sible fair competition, would prevent
individuals from being mulcted in too
large amounts, and avoid the inconveni-
ence to which parties were at present
subject. Anoth er great inconvenience
of which bitter complaint was made by
the public generally related to the
necessity of taking weights and
measures from a distance to the In-
spector's office. This and many other
inconveniences resulting from the first
operation of the law were amended and
would be amended by an Order in
Council. The Government intended to
analyze all the departmental regula-
tions, and the Orders in Council which
had been multiplied as objections were
raised, and necessity for them became
apparent, and to make as clearly and
briefly as was possible, an explanation
of the rules according to which tests
were to be made and weights and
measures were to be allowed in use.
The rule would be laid down that ali
scales which evidently could not be
used for fraudulent purposes, should be
permitted to remain in use, and noue
others. He was omitting to mention
a very essential amendment. By the
present law, the necessity of having
weights and measures inspected applied
universally, and this had given rise
to so great an inconvenience that the
Government had been obliged to vir-
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tually suspend iii part the execution of
this regulation. For instance, the
wholesale dealer was obliged to unpack
large cases of weights and measures
to have them stamped; and hay and
platform scales could be only adjusted
when set up; and the operation of the
law, obliging wholosale dealers to have
them all stamped and re-verified every
year, was considered an injustice which
could not be tolerated; consequently
this evil was remedied in these resolu-
tions. He believed that these were the
principal features of the resolutions,
intended to remedy the unfavourable
results and inconveniences found to
exist in the application of the law of
1873 ; and they met, as far as he could
ascertain, the obligations raised by the
commercial community at large. It
was impossible to make the law perfect
without experience as to its operation.
The objection made to fees, was also
met in the resolutions. The fees were
to be reduced, and only to be levied to
such an extent as was required to meet
the expenditure requisite to carry out
the law. The fee to be charged on re-
verification, would be lowered to one-
fourth of the original charge for adjust-
ment, if the scale or measure was found
to be correct; otherwise the full fee
would be charged. This matter could
be regulated by Order in Council.
With these remarks, he would submit
the resolutions and a Bill based upon
them.

Mr. TUPPER said that if the duty
of a Government was confined to the
introduction or administration of pop-
ular mensures, it would be mach more
pleasant and easy for those who occu-
pied seats on the Treasury Benches.
There were reforms, howevor,
which were of a very unpopular
character, owing to their interference
with the operations of and inconveni-
encing, sucb large classes in the com-
munity; and when a Governnent
were called upon to deal with such a
question, they might fairly and confi.
uently, he thought, look--as he was
sure would always be the case in this
Parliament-for a fair, hearty and
general support from the Opposition
of the day. When he feIt it to be his
dutv to introduce this subjeet, for
whieh he was prepared to take the full-
est measure of responsibility, in face of

Mr. LÂFLAMME.

the unpopularity which had attended
its administration, the hon. member
for Lambton, if his memory served him
right, had given a very hearty and
generous support to the late Govern.
ment ; and he felt bound to deal with
that hon. gentleman, and the Adminis-
tration of which the hon. gentleman
was leader, in the same spirit. This
measure was not introduced until the
Government had satisfied themselves
of its great necessity. Steps were
taken to ascertain in what condition
the weights and measures of the coun.
try were in the large commercial com-
munities, and the results were so start-
ling as to leave the Government, he
might say, no choice as to whether the
time had arrived, when it was incum-
bent on them to discharge their highest
duty-to see that the great mass of the
people were fairly and honestly and
equitably dealt by, and they came to
the conclusion that they had no option
other than to introduce this measure.
lie was just as much satisfied then as
now, that the operation and administra-
tion of the law would be attended with
very great inconvenience, and involve
a very considerable amount of unpopu-
larity, and, he might add, of odium.
It was not his duty to defend the
Commissioner of Inland Revenue, who
was well known to have had a great
deal to do with the initiation, prepara-
tion and administration of the Act,
but after having heard that gentleman
assailed, as was the case on a
former occasion, be felt bound to state
frankly what he thought with regard
to this matter. The hon. member for
Hamilton (Mr. Wood) said he did not
complain 80 much of the Act as of its
administration, and that one of the
great difficulties was that this gentle-
man was appointed by the late Gov-
ernment and was utterly hostile to the
present Administration, doing all in
his power to bring them into odium
with the bo ly of the people laving
had the honor to fil, for a short time,
the position of Minister of Inland
Revenue. it was his duty to say that,
while Minister, he had been continutally
assailed by his friends and political
supporters from all parts of the
country, with the same charges. It
was then complained that the DeputY
Minister was utterly hostile to the
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Conservative Party, and was doing ail
ho could to bring it into odium. It so
happncled that this gentleman was
appointed to a high position in the
Civil Service, by the Liberal Adminis-
tration of 1662-3, led, he believed, by
the late John Sandfield Macdonald,
and it was only fair for him to say
that, although he did not suppose that
Mr. Brunel was entirely perfect, he
believed there was no more faithful
or more efficient, or more able
officer in the publie service to-day
than was this gentleman. It had been
his duty when his attention was
directed to the matter, to pay strict
attention to all the movements and re-
commendations, and to the course of
this officer; sud he was bound to -ay
that, during his tenure of office, having
watched him as closely as a Minister
could under suen circumstances, he
had never boen able to form the
slightest opinion regarding the politi-
cal predilections of this gentleman.
Although a great enthusiast, and in-
clined, when he took up a difficult
subject of this kind, to throw his whole
heart and soul into it, and perhaps dis-
posed to press it too extremely, every
ste1 taken by Mr. Brunel under the
late (r under the present Government
was, ho believed, adapted with the
view of making this measure as perfect
and efficient as possible. The law had
been in operation for a short time, and
what lad been the result ? The effect
of it had been such that neither the Gov-
eranment, nor Parliament, nor anybody
could suppose that the law was not
required. They lad only to turn their
attention to the facts stated upon the
30th page of the report on Weights
and Measures, brought down this
Session, where it was stated that 90
per cent. of the weiglits and measures
were rejected because they were in-

and perhaps in 99 cases out
of a 100 this was unintentionally and
ignorantly so. He was reminded of a
couplet used by Lord Palmerston on a
si mi lar occasion.

"For truly the pleasure is as great
Of being cheated as to cheat."

The fact was, it was those most in-
capable of protecting themselves that
Were most affected, and it was highly
imctumbent oî the Government there-
fore, to place the law on the Statute-

book, to keep it there, and to see that
it was judiciously administered. He
was prepared to take his fuli responsi-
bility for the introduction of the Act,
but he did not think it had received
fair play. Competent and trustworthy
officers should be charged with its ad-
ministration, as there would be of ne-
cessity a popular feeling against it on
the part of those who camhe in contact
with the officers until the public were
educated up to it. The severity with
which the law had been operated, and
its expense, were the matters com-
plained of. . Two officers had been ap-
pointed in Montreal, on the recommen-
dation of his hon. friend from Mon-
treal West, who were unfit for the po-
sitions.

Mr. WORKMAN: I nover recom-
mended them; I had nothing to do
with it.

Mr. TUPPER: I am glad the hon.
gentleman is able to relieve himself of
that charge, for the men had been
found to be most corrupt.

Mr. WORKMAN: They were ap-
pointed before I was elected.

Mr. TUPPER said, thon it ap-
peared ho had charged the hon. gentle-
man wrongfully. He was sure that
that hon. gentleman would not say
that those two men were entitled to
the confidence of the mercantile com-
munity. In some instances men 70
and 80 years of age, perfectly unable
to appreciate the very first principles
of the Act, were appointed. Even
with the most able and trustworthy
men to administer the law, it would
still for some time be an unpopular one.
He did not believe, however, that
there had been one petition asking for
the repeal of the Act. This was re-
markable evidence that although there
was a widespread unpopularity in coi-
nection with the measure, and dissatis-
faction in connection with its adminis-
tration, yet that it would not be wise
to sweep it altogether from the Statute-
book. The hon. Minister had spoken
of the Boards of Trade. The Domin-
ion Board was a concentration of the
opinions of the various Local Boards,
and that body said:

" That this Board, while approving of the
objects of the Weights and Measures Act,
desires to represent to the Governnient that
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the inconvenience and cbarges which the
trade are put to in the working of the Act are
excessive, and that the yearly compulsory
examination, if enforced, should be at the
public cost, and not made a charge on the
individual trader. Further, that there be
recommended to the consideration of the
Government the expediency of so nodifying
the law that provision shall be made for
stamping two and tive gallon wet measures,
and that the shape of such measures of
capacitT may be conical instead of cylin-
drIcal.'

He was glad to see that a remedy
wrs proposed as to the inconvenience
and expense. There could be no ob-
jection whatever to the suggestions, as
above, of the Board of Trade. The
fundamental principle of the Act was
actually endorsed. The hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue said that
the law tolerated the old measures.
That was provided for, however. In
the introduction of this measure, he
(Mr. Tupper) wanted to go a great
deal further than the Bill went. The
then leader of the Opposition, the hon.
member for Lambton, as representing
a great party in Ontario, gave his
hearty support to the proposed mea-
sure. The leader of the French-Cana-
dia, Opposition, now Chief Justice
Dorion, urged that the Bill should go
further than it originally provided, and
that the cental should be introduced
at once. The Government now pro-
posed to take a retrograde step, and
also an unfortunate step, in going back
to the old measures. It would place
then in the same position they were
in before. The Commissioner in his
report said:-

" It is a curious illustration of the force of
habit, and of the sensitiveness of commercial
men as to any change in established umages,
that there should be so much difficulty in
reconciling the trade to the use of the' cental'
as a unit in dealing with grain. No one, I
suppose, questions the greater convenience of
the ' cental,' for all grain is uow bought and
sold by weight ; and in ail places, except
where a spe.ial weigh bean is provided for
eaci description of grain, the weight is, as a
rule, first deterinined in pounds, atter which
it is converted into bushel . low much
easier, then, to divide by 100 than by 60, 55,
40, &c., according to the description of the
grain." srpino h
The hon. gentleman's proposai was to
go back to the measurement of grain
instead of deciding by weight. The
moasure bushel had caused the greatest
confusion possible. There would be

Mr. TUPPER.

much difference in the weight of the
same kinds of grain. If the cental
were swept away and the measure
bushel were substituted, it would lead
to great inconvenience and injustice to
one party or the other. The hon.
gentleman had referred to foreign
markets. The Commissioner on this
point reported:

"Then, although wheat is quoted in
Chicago at so mnch per bushel of 60 lb., it
is quoted in Liverpool at per cental, while
the quotations in Mark Lane are not by
weight at ail, but by measure ; that is, at per
' quarter,' which signifies a quantity varyng
in weight between 460 and 520 lb."

We had introduced a decimal cur-
rency, and it would bo hard to find five
mon in the country who would desire to
return to the old fractional currency.
The same principles applied to the
cental, and if it were not continued it
would be a retrograde step. The
report further said

"Indian corn is quoted in Chicago by the
bushel of 56 lb.; in Liverpool by the 'quarter'
of 480 lb., and in Mark Lane by the 'quarter,'
which means a measure and not a weight.
The same vagueness exists with reference to
other grains. Il short, the quotations ofthe
prices of grain in the Englisb narkets, which
appear in the commercial papers of the
Dominion, give no just conception of the
prices except to the initiated. It is evident,
therefore, tbat, unless it is desired to make a
secret craft of the trade, the ' cental ' would
be accepted by ail who desire to simplify the
business affected by it; and I feel confident
that if Canada would stand firm in leading
the way, ail grain would be deait in by the
'cental,' both in Liverpool and Chicago. I
nay add that, in Detroit, in the State of
Michigan, as well as in several places in
Canada, barley is now bought and sold by
the eental."

Already they saw the effect of that
measure, and there was good reason to
believe that if Canada continued to
niaintain the policy it had adopted,
England and the United Stat3s would
fal into the samu practice. The
legislation now proposod with

ro',pet to the Winchester bushel and
the wine measure was a retrogr*ade
step. le had felt the difficulty that
existed, and had provided in the legis-
lation that cotnracts might be made bY
wine measure as well as by Inperial
measure. But the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue proposed to extend
tliat provision, which was objectionable
t1 itself. Nothing was so delusive or
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afforded such facility for fraud on the

part of persons disposed to be fraudu-
lent, as having different measures in
use sanctioned by law, because persons
dealing with ignorant people might
buy by one measure and sell by anothei.
It was true, the law provided that in
order to use the old measure a special
contract must be made, but that to a
very great extent was illusive. The
change from one measure to another
was made very simple. The hon. the
Minister of Interior had argued that
because Canada had a small population,
therefore she should adopt the wine
measure, which was used by the rest
ofthe continent. The argument would
have force if the people of the Domin-
ion purchased liqdids largely from the
United States. But such was not the
fact, and coal oil and a small quantity
of turpentine were the only liquids he
could remem ber as being imported from
the neighbouring country.

Mr. JONES (IIalifax) said the Im-
perial moasure was only used in Great
Britain.

Mr. TUPPER said that Great Bri-
tain was the principal market from
which Canada obtained liquids. He
called the attention of the House to the
statement of the Commissioner of
Weights and Measures in regard to the
difficulty, danger and injustice to the
masses of the people by having differ-
ent measures in use. The Commis-
nioner said --

"Wherever the inspection bas been practi-
cally in force, the advantage of establishing
One standard for measures of capacity, in
place of those previously legahzed, has
received many illustrations. The most
forcible have occurred with reference to the
muilk trade; I say the most forcible because
that is a trade which, in towns and cities,
-onies to every one's door. It has been
ascertained that milk bas been sold in the
sane town indifferently by the wine ineasure,
the Winchester measure and the old alemieasure, by persons who are in happy ignor-
ance as to the comparative value of the
Ineasure used, and who, in their simplicity,

been satisfied with the neasures as
offered for sale by irresponsible makers."

.t had been said that all existing
WmIe measures would be rendered use-less if the Imperial gallon were madethe only legal measure. There was5omDe force in that argument, but not
somuch as had been urged. But, hav-

101

ing made a step in that direction, the
Government should not retrogade. He
was afraid, from present appearances,
that this, and other important ques-
tions, would remain to be dealt with by
hon. gentlemen nowforming the Oppo-
sition; and having experienced some
difficulty in regard to the subject in
the past, they did not wish to find,
when succeeding Reform Administra-
tion, the reforms made by the so-called
old Tory Party so deformed as to com-
pel them to re-enact the legislation in
order to bring the country back to the
happy position in which they left it.
There had been no reform within the
last half dozen years, which had been
of more importance than the adoption
of the Wines and Measures Act; and
the responsibility of dealing with the
Act in such a way as not to destroy
the reform intended to be accomplishod,
rested with the Administration, which,
if true to their name, would be very
careful in regard to any step which
might be taken. The Commissionor
in his report further said :

"It may not be out of place to refer here to
the cost involved in substituting the Dominion
measures for those beretofore in use. IL was
with reference to this that the law was made
to tolerate the old measures until 1880. By
that time there will be very few of the meas-
ures that were in use when the law was pro-
claimed fit to continue so, and it may further
be stated, without fear of contradiction,
that two-thirds of the old wine neasures
now used are unfit for use, by reason of
indentations which reduce their capacity, to
the injury of the purcbaser of goods measured
by theni."

Yet the Government proposed to
change the law so that an enormous
number of those measures would have
to be manufactured and all the diffi-
culty and loss again re-enactel at a
future day. Everyone knew, also, that
every measure that had a kink or dint
in it, was to that extent a fraudulent
measure, and unjust to the party that
purchased the liquid measure by it.
He concurred in the proposal that
after the first verification, the parties
should not pay the full fees, in cases
where the measures were examined
and found correct. lie favoured the

placing of the fees at the lowest possi-
ble figure, and even if it was a loss to
the general exchequer of the cointry,
Parliament would be willing to defray

Weights and Measures
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the sum. Hle also concurred in the
proposition that a dealer in measures
might have any number of mAasures,
and that it was only when
they were sold tbey were required
to be tested and stamped. He objected
to the proposition that the inspector
should be charged with adjusting the
weights and measures. While the in-
spector was an interested party the
public would be wilhng to yield to his
judgment, but if he were charged with
the duty proposed it would be gene-
rally believed that the inspector con-
demned weights and measures for the
purpose of adjusting them. If such a
change were made in the law the Gov-
ernment would find that they would
be compelled to withdraw it.

Mr. MACKENZIE: That was the
practice in Ontario under the old law.

Mr. TUPPER said he had stated the
objection he entertained to such a pro-
vision. He was prepared to share wi th
the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue the responsibility of carrying
out the law and to aid the Government
in making the Act as acceptable as
possible.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said the
flouse was fully aware that he
intended to introduce a Bill to
repeal the Act. When the pro-
position to bring the Act into oper-
ation was made he took advantage of
the occasion to warn the House and
the Government that it was an unwise
course they were pursuing with regard
to it. Any one who took the respon-
sibility of asking Parliament to go
back on previous legislation, and re-
peal an Act which bad received the
formal sanction of the House should
give reasons for adopting that course.
The result of the working of the Act
during the short time it had been in
operation was a sufficient answerunder
that head. The public opinion of the
country had expressed itself so strongly
with regard to the measure as a whole,
that the repeal of the Act would be
in accordance with that opinion, and
he would take an early opportunity at
a subsequent stage to move an amend-
ment that the Act be repealed. The
hon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
Tapper) had failed to show the House
that there was any petition from a

Mr. TUPPUR

commercial or other body asking Par-
liament to pass sucli an Act. He was
prepared to admit that on the face of
it there was good reason why some
supervision with regard to the correct-
ness of weights and measures should
be exercised by the authorities of
the Dominion, the different Provinces
or the municipal authorities, if
that were practicable. But lie
was not prepared to admit that
bu iness men should be hampered or
put to the expense and annoyance to
which this Act had put them during
the short time it had been in operation.
The law had been fairly administered,
and the officers appointed to carry it
out had tried to do so with as little
inconvenience to the public as was
practicable; but it was found the Act
itself would not work. A return had
been made in regard to this measure,
and he found that 134 regulations were
necessary to carry it into effect. If it
required 134 orders to explain it up to
this time, they might fairly estimate
the difficulties there must be in carry-
ing the law out, and how little the
public appreciated or desired its con-
tinuance. The hon. member for Cum-
berland (Mr. Tupper) had endeavoured
to persuade the House that it was wise
to depart from the Winchester bushel
and the wine gallon, and adopt the
Imperial measure, on the ground that
we imported a certain quantity of
liquors from England. The hon.
gentleman should have known that
everything in a liquid shape imported
into Canada was manufactured in
countries where the Imperial gauge
was not in use, except a littie whiskey
from Great Britain.

Mr. TUPPER: Does the hon.
gentleman see a strong argument in
the fact that England, which imports
from all other countries, finds it con-
venient to adopt the Imperial mneasure.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said there
would be just as much argument l

that for adopting pounds, shillings and
pence. In England they were han-
pered with old trade regulations which
they would be glad to get rid of, but
which prejudices and indisposition tO
change kept in force. Haviug had
experience of the conveniences of the
docimal system of currelcy, the
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people would never return to pounds,
shillings and pence.

Mr. TUPPER asked if a cask of wine
brought to Canada from London or
Liverpool was not invoiced by the Im-
perial gallon.

Mr. JONES (Halifax): Not always;
he thougbt he was speaking correctly
when he said that in the majority of
cases wine was bought by the cask and
hogshead.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: A
cask of so many gallons.

Mr. JONE4 (Halifax): Yes; but
that was only wine purchased in Eng-
land, and it was no reason why we
should adopt the English method of
gauging liquors. Look at the difficul-
tics which the measure imposed upon
the people and the liability of the
provisions being misunderstood or used
to the disadvantage of ignorant people.
It proposed that the Imperial gauge
should be used for a certain time-and
that was one of the greatest objections
he had to the measure. While it pro-
vided that liquors should be gauged by
the Imperial standard, at the same time
it allowed them to be sold by the old
measure, and it would therefore enable
traders to take advantage of people not
familiar with the difference between
the Imperial and wine measures, and a
system would be perpetuated which
would become every day more difficult
to get rid of. The same argument, to
a great extent, applied to the bushel,
which there was no necessity for
changing. We were alongside a people
who after considerable experience had
settled down to the old wine measure
and Winchester bushel, and he thought
our system of weights and measures
should correspond with theirs. The hon.
member for Cumberland said he had
opposed the change of currency in
Nova Scotia. Personally he was never
Opposed to that change, but their
people were opposed to it. He was
not opposed to it, because he believed
in assimilating our trade relations with
those of the continent. Why did we
alter the gauge of our railways?
Simply in order that we might have a
continental gauge. And it was de-
strable that our system of weights and
MeBasures should conform to that of

1o1 k -

our neighbours with whom we traded.
There was no reason for the introduc-
tion of the Englisb system. It was
inconvenient; the people were not ac-
customed to it, and did not desire it.
At another stage he would move an
amendment that the Act be repealed
entirely. He was aware that was a
great resposibility, but he believed if
it was repealed, the Government could
introduce a standard of weights and
measures which was highly necessary.
He had hoped to reach his Bill before
this, and that the Government would
have dealt with this measure in the
same manner as they did with the In-
solvent Act-taken the sense of the
House as to the propriety of retaining
it before introducing amendments. He
believed the majority of the House, if
they were to deal with this question as
they knew the country desired, would
vote for the repeal of the Act. If that
were done, the Government could
bring in a short measure, which could
be speedily disposed of

Mr. WOIRKMAN said before the
introduction of the resolution of the
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue,
he agreed in a great measure with the
views just expressed by the hn. mem-
ber for Halifax (Mr. Jones), because
the measure had been unpopular and
was worked with the greatest possible
difficulty. But he thought the amend-
ments proposed by bis hon. friend (Mr.
Laflamme) would remove, in a great
measure, the objectionable features of
the law, and he was therefore willing
to give them a fair trial. Represcnting a
large commercial centre, where he was
frequently brought in contact with the
persons who were dissatisfied with the
law, it was bis unfortunate duty
sometimes to come in contact with the
inspectors at Montreal, the men whom
the bon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
Tupper) had condemned in such strong
language. Those men were at their
posts early in the morning and late in
the evening ; they were atténtivo and
anxious to meet the requirements of
the public, but they were surrounded
with difficulties in the carrying out of
the law which it was almost impossi ble
for them to overcome. If 304 orders
were necessary to explain the act he
did not think there were three hon.
members who could understand it.

Weights and Measures
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The hon. member for Cumberland had
also said that the abence of petitions
to Parliament for the amendment of
the Act proved thait no serious
grievance existed. It should be
remembered, however, that the
newspapers had announced that
the Government intended to make
-certain changes, and hence the Boards
of Trade and other public bodies did
not think it necessary to petition Par-
liament. If the commercial commu-
nity had supposed no amendments
were to be made, the flouse would
have been deluged with petitions.
.Something had been said with regard
to the measuring of liquids. In Mon-
treal, as a rule, they were measured

.by the gauge rod and the callipers.
There were two or three officers whose
special duty it was to attend to this
business, and their measurements were
always relied upon and accepted by
the trade. le had not heard, within
the last few years, any complaints in
this relation, though, previously, dis-
putes were an every-day occurrence,
giving rise to a great deal of trouble
.and annoyance. He thought that, if
this systein was carried out in other
cities, less complaint would be made.
He was very much pleased with the
resolutions, and he believed he could
say for his constituency that they were
prepared to give them a fair trial, and
see that they were properly carried
out.

Mr. BLANCHET said he wished to
correct the statement made by his hon.
friend from Cumberland that no peti-
tions had been sent to the House ask-
ing for the repeat of this law. A great
many such petitions had been, in fact,
sent from the Province of Qnebec, and
ho might instance, in this regard, the
counties of Bellechasse and Mont-
magny, as well as other counties.
He was certain that, if the Ministerof
Inland Revenue had not advised the
provisional suspension of the law,
petitions on this subject would have
poured into the liouse, because the
operation of the Act had been very
unpopular, giving rise to much iil
feeling and discontent; and had it not
been for the expectation that some-
thing in the way of amending it would
be donc, the excitement would have
been greater. He admitted that uni-
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formity in weights and measures was
necessary, but reforms which were
unpopular, as his hon. friend had re-
mnarked, must be carried out with
moderation. Time alone could change
the usages and habits of a people; and
if an attempt was made to force
changes in commercial customs, and
the dealings of people with one another,
a revolution might be created. The
law relating to weights and measures
in Great Britain was passed in 1828,
and it had been since amended fre-
quently. It was only in the course of
time that the present system of Great
Britain had come into universal use
there. In 1852, the Canadian system
of currency was altered, but, with the
exception of dealings with the Gov-
ernment and Government accounts,
which were made in decimal currency,
the use of the pounds, shillings and
pence method was left optional, and
the consequence was that in time
everybody had aLlopted and was satis-
fied with the present system of dollars
and cents. He thought that the
Weights and Measures' Act of 1873
was very important, but ho was afraid
that it was rather premature, because
the Winchester bushel and wine mea.
sure were still used on the other side
of the line. As his hon. friend had
observed, uniformity in weights and
measures was only second in import-
ance to uniformity in currency, and it
was to be hoped that the time would
come when ail civilized nations would
adopt a uniform system of weights and
measures, as nearly all of them had
done in the matter of currency. This
law was unpopular, not on account of
its principle, but, rather owing to the
instructions given by the Government.
It was passed in 1873, but the Order
in Couicil putting it into force was
dated Dec. 18th, 1875. Few understoOd
the law; and, if the instructions issuied
were clear, they were too numerous
and too extensive ; and the Inspectors
thernselves had not known what to do.
It was on the representation of mer-
chants and the Inspectors themselves,
that the Government suspended pro-
visionally .the operation of the measuru.
The petitioners stated that, if the laW
could not be repoaled, and if Parlia-
ment thought that this step would be
unwise, it should be amended and im-
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proved, as many inconveniences arose
from its operation, which had been
well exposed by his hon. friend. The
Inspectors' fees were too large; and
people had not known where to go to
have their weights and measures ad-
justéd, as this was forbidden to the In-
spectors. The inspection also was too
frequent. He did not suppose that any
weight or measure could become incor-
rect from use in a year; and ho thought
that they should, perhaps, not be in-
spected more than once in two or three
years. As was mentioned at the last
meeting of the Board of Trade, the
fees which were charged virtually
amounted to the cost of the measures.
If the Government wished to bring
this law into favour with the people,
they must see that it was put into
operation with the least possible ex-
pense. The Minister of Inland Rev-
enue should perhaps so regulate as to
provide merely for the operation of
the law. -He was rather inclined to
vote for the proposed motion of his
hon. friend from Halifax, if made at a
future stage; and, if he found that the
House was favourable to the principle
of having a uniform system of weights
and measures, he would propose some
changes in the resolutions.

Mr. ROCHESTER asked what course
the Government intended to pursue with
regard to persons whose weights and
measures had been seized and removed.
le had received complaints from quite
a number of individuals, who stated
that Inspectors or parties employed by
them bad last fall entered their shops
and taken away scales and weights and
measures without right or permission,
and given them instructions as to
where other scales and measures could
be purchased.

Mr. LAFLAMME said that in a few
instances these had been condemned
because they were opposed to the
principle of the law, and were proved
by actual experiment to have been
fraudulent, consequently they were
seized. No officer was authorized to
remove any scale or measure for any
other reasons.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he was pre-
pared to establish that Inspectors, or
Parties in their employ, had taken
away scales, weights and measures

from shops without testing or ai tempt-
ing to test them. He hoped that the,
persons who had thus suffered loss
would be reimbursed.

Mr. LAFLAMME said that, if the
hon. gentleman showed that any irregu-
larity or illegality had been committed
by any officer, and submitted the com-
plaint in proper form, that officer
would be dismissed. Recourse could
also be had by law against the official
so offending.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he was satis-
fied with the reply. He had told the
aggrieved persons that there was not
much law or justice about anything
done by this Department. He took it
that if they petitioned the Government
they would be reim bursed for the loss
they had sustained. He could prove
that scales which weighed correctly
when sent to the Inspector had never
since weighed correctly. A gentleman
wrote him as follows:-That their firm
had suffered loss to the extent of $500
in this relation; that they had on hand
twenty-seven sets of Warren's scales,
which could not be marked and certi-
fied bore; that they had to return
them to Hamilton, the freight there
and back costing $30; that the charges
for certification amounted to $132.80c.,
not including those for Fairbanks'
scales, which were adjusted and certi-
flied in Ottawa; that their customers
asked not for the new but for the old
measures; that the public should be
indemnified for the heavy loss sustained
in this regard, that they had a number
of steelyards which the Inspector re-
fused to mark and adjust, thus causing
a direct and dead loss ; and that,if this
law continued in force, a skilled me.
chanic should ho appointed, who
would keep his office open for such
purposes at certain hours. He (Mr.
Rochester) thought that the people
were aroused rather owing to the
abuses which had been committed than
to the principle on which the law was
based. Some people said so, though
there was a diversity of opinion on the
subject. A gentleman, two years ago,
bought four sets of Bell weights ;in
London, England, costing about $40,
but he was told by the Inspector that
ho would not be allowed to us;e them.
He had no doubt that quite a number
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<f petitions would now be received
.from persons who wished to be refund-
ed for the expense to which they had
been put by the removal of their scales,
weights and measures. He heard that
a great many of the latter had been
sold by auctioneers on the market.
The corporation of Ottawa had its own
Inspector of Weights and Measures,
and the weights and measures seized
by the Government official, he was in-
formed, which were all branded by the
former, were not tested to see if they
were right or wrong. He hoped the
Government would see its way clear
to reimburse parties who had sustained
loss in consequence of this act of their
Inspector. With respect to the remark
of the hon. member for Cumberland
as to the deputy head of the Depart-
-ment, his opinion was that he was
a theorist and not a practical man. In
1873,the hon. member for Cumberland,
under the advice of the de puty head,
brought in two Bills, one being as to
the caliper gauge, which was with-
drawn in the Banking and Commerce
Committee, and the other providing
for the gauging of all liquids. He
(Mr. Rochester) pointed out that to
put the gauging rod into a barrel of
beer in July to measure it, as provided
by the Act, would render the beer use-
less, on accoun t of its being opened at
that time of the year. Consequently,
that Bill was withdrawn also.

Mr. LANDERKIN said he was
pleased to see some amendments to the
Bill as already in force; as, for in-
stance, that amendment relative to the
fees to be paid for verification after the
first inspection. This was a matter
respecting which the people were
somewhat anxious, and he thought
that the course of the hon.
the Minister of Inland Revenue was
perfectly right. There were some
other modifications which lie
thought very acceptable likewise.
-He had very much pleasure in
supporting the amendments pro-
posed. He was somewhat sur-
prised at the observations in reference
to the operations of the Act, and to
hear the hon. member for Montreal
say that it was very unpopulat in that
city. When the discussion on the Bill
was up some time ago, he (Mr. Lan-
derkin) had caused some enquiries to
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be made, in order to ascertain whether
it was acceptable to the people of his
Riding. He learned that it was not
unpopular, but that it was regarded as
one in the' interests of the people.
The Inspector had gone over nearly
the whole of his county, and the
result was generally satisfactory,
althongh he thought there were some
complaints that were well founded.
In some instances the weights and mea-
sures had to be taken a great distance to
be inspected, but in his county the
Inspector went around and examined
the grain measures, and the public
were consequently well satisfied with
the operations of the Act. It was
absolutely necessary that scales and
measures should be inspected. The
old system of verification did not come
up to public requirements. Under
the present system weights and
measures could be properly adjusted;
under the old system that was impos-
sible. He was not aware that the
fees were any higher now than they
were before. He believed that some
of the objections to the Bill were not
on the merits of the Bill itself, but
partook of a political character, be-
cause the Bill was put into operation
by the present Government. He knew
one hon. gentleman who had opposed
the Bil, but. as soon as he found that
it had been introduced by the hon.
member for Cumberland, his objections
immediately faded away, and he was
convinced that the Bill was a very good
measure. He (Mr. Landerkin) believed
that, when it had been some time in
operation, the public would be very
well satisfied with it. He did not
think it would be judicious to repeal
the Act now. Now that it had been
introduced, and a fair standard had
been reached, the Act should have a
fair trial. The hon. member for
Carleton always got himself into a fever
whenever he discussed this question,
and particularly when he referred to
the deputy head of the Department.
He (Mr. Landerkin) had made en-
quiries from those who had been
brought in contact with that gentl-
man, and they had paid a high tribute
to his worth, and to the care and con-
sideration which he brought to bear
upon the subject. He did not know of
anty instance in his county where the
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people bad refused to have their scales
inspected. When people were unwill-
ing to have their weights and measures
inspected, he considered they had a
very good reason for such unwilling-
ness. He believed a good deal of the
opposition to the Act was on account
of the want of tact displayed by those
engaged in the inspection. If there
were good men employed, men who
endeavoured to do whatwas right,he did
not think there would be any desire to
have the Act repealed. He hoped that
the amendments would be carried, and
that hon. gentlemen, instead ofereating
a prejudice against the Act, would en-
deavour to harmonize it to the public
interest, as such an Act was absolutely
required for the safety of the public.

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) con-
gratulated the hon. the Minister of
Inland Revenue and the Government
upon the amendments they were
making to the Bi1, as without them it
was a very improper law. There was a
great deal of force in what the hon.
member for Cumberland had said.
There might as well be two yard
measures as two ways of computing a
bushel. H1e would recommend strongly
that the Minister of Inland Revenue
should make only one measure. Were
it otherwise there would be great con-
feeling of the country generally, and
not particular localities as Montreal
fusion throughout the country. He
was hone of those who petitioned
the Government in favour of a
change in the Act. He was not
prepared to support the amendment of
the hon. member for Halifax. A large
anount of money had been spent in
connection with the Act, and it should
have a fair trial. He would again
express the hope that the Government
would take into consideration the ad-
visability of baving only one measure.
Re would suggest that the yard
mneasures on counters should also be
stamped.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said he
agreed with the hon. member for Cum-
berland that the objection was not so
mnuch to the Act itself as to the ad-
minlistration of the Act. He could not
cOnceive how any hon. member could
advocate the repeal of the Act. Some
of the amendments proposed were in

the right dir3ction, but theV were
others which should receiMe the
greatest consideration. The atten-
tion of the House had already
been called to the fact that the
Bill tolerated two measures. He
could readily understand how in some
portions of the country it was desired
to retain the old system of measure-
ment with reference to grain; but in
the interests of the country generally
there should only be one system. As
the hon. member for Bellechasse said,
the provisions of the Act had been con-
travened, and he thought it was advis-
able that there should be some indulg-
ence shown until the prejudices against
the Act had died out. It was just as
absurd to have two measures for grain
as two for drygoods. The hon. the
Finance Minister had the credit of sug-
gesting the cental clause, and he (Mr.
Gibbs) supported it, as he thought it
would become general. But Liverpool
was the only port of Great Britain
where the cental was used. Originally
it was the quarter of a gross, 5C0lb.
eight bushels of 701b. to the bushel,
but now a quarter was eight bushels of
601b. to the bushel. He thought that
under no consideration should the Min-
iiter of Inland Revenue allow anything
but the standard of weights as laid
down in the 5th section. le regretted
exceedingly that the cental had not
come into general use in this country.
In purchasing grain in this country
since 1868 they had violated the law.
In Detroit and in London barley was
purchased by the cental, but he was
afraid it would take many years before
we could get that into general use in
the Dominion of Canada. He differed
entirely from the member for Cumber-
land (Mr. Tupper) in reference to one
of the provisions introduced by the
Minister of Inland Revenue,-that in
Section 41. He congratulated the hon.
gentleman on having adopted that
course. What the people could com-
plain of in the administration of the
Act in this particular was that
there was no person having
the authority of the Government to
attend the Inspector when he was
inspecting weights and pronouncing
them to be incorrect. It was not 80
much that the charge was an enor-
mous one, or an extravagant one, a
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that no one liked to be subject to a
chargimade by a person having no
authority. Ail the Inspector had to do
was to condemn the scale, which was
then thrown back into the hands of
the owner, and he had either to appoint
a person to follow the Inspector or to
take the scale somewhere else to get it
adjusted. He would not mind if the
charge were three times as much un-
der this section. The people would
more readily agree to that than to the
previous provision. The people ob-
jected to paying the fees because the
Inspector had not authority to adjust
the scales. Hon. gentlemen had spoken
of the injustice of compelling the
owners of large scales to take them
twenty or twenty-five miles, and he had
received two letters from owners of
large scales who said it was impossible
to take them to the residence of the
Inspector, a distance of twenty-two
miles. He would suggest that, while
it might be proper to bring small
wei ghts ard measures to the Inspector,
in the case of hay scales and scales
used in mills, which were fixtures, it
was almost impossible for owners to
comply with the provision. He sug-
gested that the Bill should be referred
to the Committee on Banking and
Commerce.

Mr. OLIVER said he looked upon
the proposal to go back to the wine
measui e, instead of continuing the Im-
perial measure, as one which would be
very injurious to trade in the country.
In every inspection district, the Inspec-
tor had partially put the Act into
operation, and many others had pur-
chased the Imperial gallon measure.
This would compel those who had
adopted the Imperial measure to go
back to the old measure for self-
preservation. They had purchased
the standard measures at considerable
cost, and Lad had tbem stamped and
adjusted, and it would be unfair to
compel those who had gone into this in
good faith to go back again to the old
measure. The Minister of Inland
Revenue said it was unwise to adopt a
revolution of this kind all at once, but
the revolution had been gone into, and
it had been partially adopted. In bis
own county about halfhad adopted the
new measure, and it would be very
;nfair to them to compel them to go

Mr. GirBns.

back to the old measures. He thought
the other amendments were in the-
right direction. It had been stated
by his hon. friend from Halifax (Mr.
Jones), that there never had been a
desire for a measure of the kind.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) : Never.
Mr. OLIVER said it was passed by

a considerable majority, not as a politi-
cal measure, but in the interest of the
whole country, and, if a vote was taken
for the repeal of this Act, it would be
found that the country still desired a
measure of this kind. Where were the
complaints from ? It was only natural
to suppose then the mercantile commu-
nity, the merchants, of the country
would object to a measure of this kind,
and they had given as a reason for that
objection that ninety per cent. of the
weights and measures were not correct.
It was therefore, thought they were
always found in favour of the trader
and not of the general community. Of
the ninety per cent. which were mac-
curate, a vast percentage of the
weights were too light and the moa-
sures too small. The Bill was in the
interest of the consuming population
of the country, and he held that it was
in the interest of the merchants them-
selves that such a measure should be
on the Statute-book, because, when
they were not Droperly author-
ized by it to test their weights
and measures, they did not know
whether they were against themselves
or not. If this Act were repealed, they
would have to go back to the old
County Council arrangement. When
the new standards were introduced, it
was found, in bis county. that the
standards used for adjusting weights
and measures were themselves incor-
rect. He urged, if the Minister of In-
land Revenue desired to make the Bill
popular, that be should continue the
Imperial measure, and not have two
measures in one Province.

Mr. COLBY expressed bis satisfac-
tion with the amendments which the
Minister had proposed to the Act. It
was a very important question for the
people to determine which of these
systems was the better one. His Own
Province had been decidedly in favOur
of the system suggested by his hon.
friend from Halifax (Mr. Joues), and
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he fully endorsed every remark he had
made on that subject. The people in
that section of the country in which
lie lived used the Winchester bushel
measure and wine gallon. Their rela-
tions were so intimate with the States
that it was doubtful whether it was
not well to separate their system of
measures from the system in vogue
across the border. There was much
propriety in our conforming our sys-
tei of measures and making it a con-
tinental system, as in assimilating the
railway gauge, and adopting a deci-
mal currency in place of the pounds,
shillings and pence used in England.
While the Minister simply desired to
give the country an opportunity of a
year or two longer, in which to de-
termine this question, he was doing
wisely; and he thought he would
be doing unwisely to enforce the Impe-
rial measure. After a little experience
before 1880 they might be able to
determine finally which was the better
system. He agreed that ultimately
and permanently there should be but
one system. It was confusing that
there should b two distinct systems
permanently, but he thought the
people should have an opportunity of
considering the matter.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker loft
the Chair.

After Recess.
Mr. GIBBS (North Ontario) said

there was no doubt the working of the
Act had caused widespread dissatis-
faction, not so much on account of the
principle as on account of the charges
and vexatious annoyances parties wore
put to in bringing their weights and
measures to the place appointed for
Inspection. In lis own county, the
deputy discbarged his duties efficiently
and satisfactorily, and if any fault was
found it was owing to matters over
which lie had no control. One of bis
constituents had to go 50 miles to get
his weights and measures adjusted,
and it was really important, if the Act
were to work satisfactorily, that the
ilspection should be so arranged that
Parties coming under it sbould not be
subjected to such loss of time and ex-
Pense. The provision that only one

quarter fees should be paid in case the
weights or measures were found cor-
rect after the first inspection was a step
in the right direction ; but he regretted
that the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue had not seen bis way clear to
make the public Exchequer bear the
charge of inspection after tfie first time
when they wcre found accurate. He
did not think that dealers were inclined
to defraud the public as a rule; if their
weights and measures wore incorrect, it
was doubtless because they had not the
proper means of ascertaining their
correctness, and it was only proper
that they should not be held for cost of
inspection when everything was found
correct. If that were done, it would
have the tendency of making the law
more popular. Again, ho thought
annual inspection was not required; if
it were done every second or third year,
it would fully meet all the necessities
ofthe case. As to the last clause ofthe
resolution, lie feared it would not work
very satisfactorily; ho did not think the
adjuster should receive the fees. He
would suggest that the fees should be
no part of the perquisites of the party
performing the work. The adjuster
should be a salaried officer, and the
fees should go into the general revenue,
and thereby relieve him from any sus-
picion of acting merely for the sake of
foes.

Mr. HIG-INBOTHAM said he had
taken considerable interest in the pro-
gress of this Act, and ho was glad to
see that the same spirit of fair play
which existed at the time the measure
was introduced, prevailed to.day. He
congratulated the hon. member for
Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) for-the fair
and candid manner in which he had
treated this question, and ho hoped
that both sides of the House would co-
operate in making this Act work bet-
ter in the future than it had donc in the
past. The changes proposed, although
they might not go as far as was dosired,
were certainly in the right direction.
The great objection was the enormous
expense to the parties who had their
weights and measures inspected. A
half bushel measure which cost 55c.
paid an inspection fee of 40e.; a
peck, which cost 45c., paid 30c., and so
on in proportion. In regard to this
matter the Commission said:
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" As to the fees charged for verification
tbev bave been adjusted with a view to
making the revenue from this service cover
its cost. So far this result bas not been
attained, but that is more due to want of
energy in some quarters as to the enforcement
of the law than to the insufficiency of the
fees. If the provisions of the Act are enforced
equally over the whole Dominion, there will
be no difficulty in making large concessions
in the directions indicated in the third item
of objections above stated. But if, in conse-
quence of adverse influences, some localities
are allowed to escape, to a large exte nt, the
operations of the law, any reduction made in
the fées cannot fail to have the effect of
throwing a portion of the cost on the general
public, a result which is suggested and
approved by the third objection."

This was not a valid reason why, in
localitieswhere this Act was enforced,
this additional cost should be imposed
on the people. The receipts and ex-
penses in the various Provinces were
for the first hait of the current fiscal

year :-

Ontario............
Quebec ...........
New Brunswick.....
Nova Scotia........
Mantoba..........

Expenses.
$16,319 41

10,617 63
2,613 98
4,152 87

772 70

$34,476 59

Receipts.
$14,496 75

1,965 20
811 95

2,426 85

$19,700 75

This showed that the Act had not
been rigidly carried out in some of the
Provinces. He understood the hon.
member for Cumberland to have cast a
general reflection 'on the Inspectors.
The Ins.ector for the county in which
he (Mr. Iliginhotham) lived was an
excellent officer,who attended faithfully
to his duties, and if ail the other appoint-
ments were as good be did not think
there would be much ground for com-
plaint. He hoped that the hon. the

inister of Inland Revenue would see
bis way in the future to amend the fees,
which formed one of the chief objec-
tions to the law as it now stood.

Mr. BOLDUC said there was one
inconvenience which should be made
to disappear. On the market at Que-
bec, produce was sold by French
weight, while the law prescribed the
Imperial measure. He thought it was
certainly necessary to impose a pen-
alty on those who did not wish to
submit to the law. While this was
not done, this state of affairs would not
be remedied. The traders at present
combined and refusel to bay from the

Mr. HIGINBoTHAM.

farmers unless they would sel by
Freneh weight; but the former sold by
Imperial measure. He considered that
this was unjust, and that it was abso-
lutely necessary to impose a fine in the
direction he had mentioned. He
hoped the Minister of the Interior
would take his suggestion into con-
sideration and add the amendment he
had instanced to the resolutions sub-
mitted to the House. It was also
unjust to permit the use of twq
measures-the old and the Imperial,
because this was dangerous, as traders
under such circumstances were some-
times inclined to buy by the large and
sell by the small measure.

Mr. LAFLAMME said that a penalty
of $10 could now be imposed on those
who violated this law, which only pro-
vided for the Imperial measure. No
other weight was recognized by law.

Mr. BLANCHET said that his hon.
friend (Mr. Laflamme) perhaps did
not understand the system in vogue at
Quebec. It was very true that the
law only recognized the English
weight, but in practice the traders
combined among each other, and told
the farmers that they would not buy
their produce, except they sold by
French weight; and this, if he sold,
the farmer was consequently obliged
to do, though the agreoment in ques-
tion was not recognized by the law;
it was purely personal between twO
individuals. On the other hand, when
the trader returned to town, after buy-
ing by French weight, 1121b. to the
quintal, he sold to consumers by Im-
perial weight, thus making two profits
-one on the sale to the consumer and
the other on the difference in weight.

Mr. SCRIVER said he simply
desired to say, as far as he
understood the amendments pro-
posed, that they wore decidedly in
the right direction. He was par-
ticularly pleased to hear the announce-
ment fi-om the Minister of the Interior
that the Government intended to
submit the instructions given from
time to time to the Inspectors to a
thorough and careful revision. The
difficulties which had arisen throughout
the country were due, he conceived, to
the difficulty which Inspectors had in
understanding these instructions more

Act.Amendment Bill.
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than to anything else. They had been,
in some instances at all events, to his
knowledge, beyond the comprehension
of some Inspectors. He did not
say that there were not others
who were sufficiently intelligent to
understand them ; but ho knew that, in
many cases, Inspectors had not proper-
ly understood their instructions, and
bad, consequently, so administered the
law as to cause injustice, difficulty and
dissatisfaction. He was afraid, how-
ever, that one purpose which the Gov-
ernment had in view--the prolongation
of the time for the use of the two kinds
of measures-would result in great
difficulty, not to say great injustice.
He agreed with the bon. member for
Stanstead in this: that, so far as their
constituents were concerned, along the
frontier, it would be very greatly to
their own convenience to have the old
measures as they were employed
across the line among those with whom
they mainly had transactions; but, as
the change had been made, and to a
great extent carried into effect, it
would be better to have but one
measure in use. In cases where
the change had not been general,
they could all easily understand
that this would result in difli-
culty and injustice to those who had
acquired new measures, on account of
the difference in them. The sooner
the change was made thorough and
complete the "better it would be. The
only objection he could see in the
resolutions related to the prolongation
Of the time, as mentioned.

Resolutions agreed to and ordered to
be reported.

H ouse resumed.
Reso]utions reported, read the first

and second times and agreed to.
Mr. LAFLAMME introduced a Bill

(No. 119) To amend the Act respect-
mng Weights and Moasures.

Bill read theftrst time.

SUPPLY-CONCURRENCE.

R'esolutions 1 to 24, reported from
Comiittee of Supply on February

rd, read the second time and agreed to.
0 n Resolution 25, Precis-writer of

the Supreme Court of Canada and the
Exchequer Court, $1,850,

Mr. LANGEVIN said he wished to
make a few remarks, first, personal to
himself, and then as to the working of
the Court.

Mr. MACKENZIE suggested that, if
the remarks were such as required to
be replied to, they be deferred
until the hon. the Minister of Justice,
who was absent through indisposition,
was present.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he would do
no injustice to the hon. the Minister of
Justice; if he thought ho would, ho
would defer his remarks. This was the
first opportunity ho had had of reply-
ing to accusations made against him in
the press that ho had attacked the Su-
preme Court in connoction with the
judgment that had been rendered
against him in the Charlevoix election
case. He might say that ho had never
attacked the Judges. He had never
attacked their motives. He had never
stated that they had wittingly commit-
ted an injustice towards him or towards
anyone else. On the contrary, ho had
always stated that ho believed they had
acted conscientiously, and had done
what they considered right at the time
they rendered their judgrnent, and that
the Court, as the High Court of Canada,
should ho respected. But ho stated, as
was of course his right, that ho did not
agree with the judgment. And ho did
not suppose that any hon. member

placed in his position would agree with
the judgment. He bad given reasons
why ho thought the judgment was not
right, but ho would not now occupy
the time of the House by reciting those
reasons. He was not present to ask
the House to sit in judgment upon the
Court, but ho merely wished to set
himself right in this matter. He dis-
agreed with the judgment of the Court,
and that was all.

Mr. LAFLAMME: Does the hon.
gentleman say ho never condemned the
Judges of the Supreme Court?

Mr. LANGEVIN explained that
ho had condemned the judgment but
had not attacked the motives of the
Judges.

Mr. LAFLAMME asked whether the
hon. member approved of the circular
issued on his behalf, which was a most
violent, abusive and unjustifiable
attack on the Judges.
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Mr. LANGEVIN said, as the hon.
gentleman knew, there was a rumour
that his (Mr. Langevin's) election
would again be contested, and therefore
he must be excused from entering into
the details, as they would be investi-
gated if there was a trial. But he
would at once say that he had not
attacked the Judges, nor had he got
anyone else to do so. ie had never
commissioned anyone to attack the
Judges either verbally or otherwise.

Resolution read the second time, and
agreed to.

iResolution 26 read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution 27, Messenger of the
Supreme Court of Canada, $330,

Mr. LANGEVIN referred to the
other matter, that of the working of
the Supreme Court. He said lie
wished to call the attention of the
House to the enormous expense
in connection with trials before
that Court. Hon. gentlemen might
laugh, but it was not only a matter
personal to himself but one which
might affect any member of the flouse.
The record had to be printed, and in
the case of Charlevoix the volume
amounted to 600 pages, at a cost of
$800. Then there were other docu-
mients, which made the printing
altogether $1,000, to be charged
either against the member or the
petitioner; in the present case against
himself. This was not an isolated
case; it was an ordinary case. The
paper was of the best kind, and was
only printed on one side, with very
wide niargins. The testimon ies of 186
witnesses were printed, there being
at the comnencement of each a head-
ing of half a page, the recital thus
being repeated 186 times. He asked
hon. memhers whether they intended,
when they pissed the Supreme Court
Bill, that all this expense should be
incurred. Only two of the Judges
understood French suffliciently to ap-
preciate the evidence of the witnesses,
and therefore the whole of the evi-
dence had to be translated-not at his
expense, ho was glad to say, but at the
expense of the country. There was
such baste to push bis case through
that all the Departmentat translators
in Ottawa were employed for the

Mr. LA.LAMME.

purpose. He hoped that this matter
would be pla3ed before the hon.
the Minister of Justice. In the
translation made, although it was
done by able men, yet, because it
was hurried, there were no less than
one hundred blunders which changed
completely the sense of the document
in French. The subpenas and head.
ings were all translated. Not only
were all the headings printed 170 or 180
times-not only were the pages printed
only on one side-but, when the evi-
dence turned the page, the few lines
were charged as a whole page. They
had to pay $800 for the volume, but
the cost should not have exceeded from
$300 to $400. He had deemed it to
be his duty to call the attention of the
flouse to that matter, and le trusted
it would be brought before the notice
of the Court. He had had the experi-
ence, and he wished the House to have
the benefit of it through him.

Mr. C ARTWRIGHT said he would
take care that the matter would be
brought to the notice of the hon.
the Minister of Justice. What was
the case of the hon. member for Char-
levoix to-day might be that of any
other bon. member to-morrow. The
expenses connected with cases under
the English law had always been a
reproach to it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
these expenses amounted to a denial of
justice Io a poor man, fol- no member
who was not wealthy would be able to
do other than resign bis seat when it
came into question. The result would
be that the wealthy man would have
the power of worrying the poorer
member out of his seat, by holding
over him a threat to bring his case be-
fore the Supreme Court.

Mr. LAFLAMME thought the hon.
member for Charievoix should be
pleased that he was fnot charged with
the costs of translation. Had the case
come before the Privy Council in Eng-
land, the hon. member would have
been put to the expense of ail the costs.

Mr. CAMERON said it was report-
ed that officers of the flouse bad been
engaged in translating this work. 1
this were done during office hours he
would certainly protest against it, and
would like to know by whom the orde
was given.

SuPPlW.[COMMON8.]
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Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.

gentleman was speaking a little too
fast. He did not think any Minister
had given any orders of that kind.

Mr. CAMERON did not suppose the
officers would do it on their own res-

ponsibility.
Mr. MACKENZIE : I regret that

they do very frequently.
Mr. SPEAKER said the officers ofthe

House received their orders from him,
and ie bad never given such orders.

Mr. LAFPLAMME believed it was
necessary, if they desired their Consti-
tution well protected, that they should
have the right in election cases to
appeal from the local Courts i-nd from
local influences, to the only safe Court,
viz., the Supreme Court.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the offi-
cers were in the habit of leaving the
House at a certain hour each day, and
had been in the habit of occupying
themselves in keeping accounts and
other pursuits during their leisure
hours. - The Government discounten-
anced that practice in the Depart-
ments two years ago, when it was the
custom, and had been for many
years, for a large number of young
men to be employed in some of the
Departments requiring extra writing.
For instance, it was customary in the
Finance Department to have a num-
ber of the employés from the other
Departments brought in to assist.
That had been put an end to, and the
whole of the work was now done by
ladies belonging to deceased public
servants, or who had parents and
others dependent upon them. Some
other officers of the House were
engaged-he hoped they were not
nOw-in carrying on a regular
business outside, and that was ordered
to be stopped.

Mr. 1RVING-said some of the Judges
of the Supreme Court complained of
the absurd and unnecessary amount of
maatter printed in the book, which was
far in excess of their rules, and created
great expense. It was very proper
that such an expense should be greatly
reduced.

Mr. MCDOUGALL (Renfrew) said
he agreed with the hon. member for
Eiugston, that such expenses should be

reduced in every way they could be
without interfering with the cause ofjus-
tice. It was surely not the wish of hon.
members that men who happened not
to have the faculty for acquiring
wealth should be deterred from bocom-
ing candidates, which would be one of
the effects of such a practice as had
been brought before the notice of the
House. Unless under very exceptio>nal
circumstances, he thought election
trials could be heard before a single
Judge, and even then the expenses
would be sufficiently largo.

Mr. LANGEVIN said the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue tried to
make ont that he (Mr. Langevin) was
making remarks injurions to the
Judges. Such was not his intention,
nor did he say anything which would
bear that construction. All he said
was that this whole system, from be-
ginning to end, was wrong. If the
translation was to be made, it ought to
be perfect, so that the French suitors
would be on an equal footing with the
others in the Court. Moreover, a law
should be framed to prevent a repeti-
tion of what occurred in his own case.
This was such an important iatter
that a short Bill ought to be introduced
on thé subject.

Mr. LAFLAMME said what the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Langevin) complained
of could be remedied by the mutual
consent of the parties.

Mr. LANGEVIN said it wouid be
much better if in such cases only the
body of the evidence was ordered to
be printed. That would meet the diffi-
culty and save at least a fourth of the
cost for printing, which was an im-
portant saving.

Mr. CAUCHON said they had en-
deavoured to save the parties from
expenses in every possible way, but he
did not think they had effected mach.
Even if this were attended to as sug-
gested, by and by some other cause of
complaint would be found. Still there
would be no harm in drawing the
attention of the Court to this matter,
to see if anything could bu done to
reduce this expense. It was certainly
useless to print all the evidence in
many cases.

Supply. [APrat 19 1877.1
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Mr. MASSON asked how the evi-
dence was read before the Privy
Council in England.

Mr. LAFLAMME said if the evi,
dence was stated in French it was
transmitted to the Privy Council in
French; there was no translation. If
any of the bon. Judges did not under-
stand French, which was not very
likely, one of the officers of the Court
was asked to translate, but no transla-
tion was ordered.

Mr. MASSON said the present
system was rather hard on French
pleaders, who were entitled to plead
before the Supreme Court in their own
language, which the Judges of this
Court should understand. An appeal
to this Court entailed greater costs
than an appeal to the Privy Council,
which did not require the translation
of French documents.

Mr. LAFLAMME said appeals from
Spanish, French, and Hindoo colonies
were taken before the Privy Council,
but the members of this Court were
not obliged to speak Hindoo and
Spanish. As a rule nothing but
English was spoken there, and when
the members of the Court did not
understand French, they had such
portions as were in French translated
for them.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

Resolutions 28 to 30 read the second
time and agreed to.

On Resolution 31, for the salary of
one Stipendiary Magistrate or County
Court J udge, to provide, if necessary,
for the vacancy created by the death of
the late A. T. Bushby, Esq., $2,425,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that when it was before the Committee
the -Minister of Justice had said he was
not at all certain that this item, $2,425,
to provide,if necessary,for the vacancy
created by the death of the late A. T.
Bushby, Stipendary Magistrate, would
be used, as an existing official might be
able to fill the position.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the
Minister of Justice had been in com-
munication with the Local Government
on the subject. The hon. member for
Kingston was perhaps aware that the

Mr. CAUCHON.

Local Legislature had passed a Bill
establishing County Courts in a some-
what different way than had hitherto
prevailed, and required each of these
Judges to be a barrister. This would
necessitate the superannuation of the
six gentlemen who were now acting as
Judges of these Courts, none of thern
being a barrister. The matter he believ-
ed had not progressed any further
since the Minister of Justice had
made bis explanation, but he would
again call the attention of the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Blake) to it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, although these Judges were not
all lawyers, technically speaking, yet
they had Lad great experience, and
knew the country, and the habits and
wants of the people, and had practic-
ally acquired a sufficient knowledge of
the law to meet the requirements of
the country. He thought it would be
a wilful waste of moi ey to supersede
all these gentlemen who had a right
to superannuation.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

R 'solutions 32 to 45 read the second
time and agreed to.

On Resolution 46, grant to Parlia-
mentary Library, including provision
forlaw books, $10,000.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
whether any plan had been prepared
by which the Library could be made
available for a larger num ber of books.
A library meant a room full of books,
but in this instance it signified a band-
some room with few books. Bv run-
ning up the stairway on the interior of
the wall to the foot of the windows, and
then having an interior circle
for books, more accommodation would
be provided, and there was plenty of
room for it. There was a great waste
of space at present in tbe centre of the
room.

Mr. MILLS: It would then bc very
dark in the centre of the room.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: We
want books and not ornaments.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was quite
possible, of course, to provide accOn2-
modation for more books. If the hon.
gentleman would look atj the initial

Bupply.[COMMONS.]



Supply. 161&

design he would see that provision
was made for a stone roof, and that
the ribs which were now made of
wood rested on bases of dark marble,
which marble or capital surmounted
pillars of the same material. All this
was necessai-y for the artistie appear-
ance of the structure and room. If
they took up another story with books
they would cover up the plinth and
the columns and the capitals, and ren-
der it at once apparent that the
original design and effect of the Library
was utterly destroyed.

Sir JOIIN A. MAC DONALD: I
would be sorry to see that, certainly.

Mr. MACKENZIE said such an
arrangement would effectually destroy
the lighting of the room. This was a
matter which had cost him a good
deal of anxiety. It was origin-
ally proposed to provide stained
glass windows, but he bad doter-
mined to give them up. It rested,
of course, with Parliament to decide
what should be done, and whether they
should have a very beau tiful room or a
mere bookseller's shop. He did think
that it would be a great pity to spoil
such a handsome pile of buildings. In
a few years a new wing might be erec-
ted, and thne the room at present
occupied by the Supreme Court could
be utilized for a particular class of
books and perhaps for a reading-room
as well, for the two Houses. An abund-
ance of room would thus be provided.
At present he strongly deprecated any
cutting up of the room in such a way
as to destroy the artistic affect.

Mr. MASSON said books which
were required for daily reference, such
as appendices or sessional papers,
should be made more easy of access.
At the present the library was not lit
up at night, and though he had dili-
gently sought for such books with the
aid Of a candle, he had given the task
up in discouragement. -He hoped some-
thing would be done shortlv in this
regard, and that a botter' location
would be provided for books which
were needed by members for daily
reference.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had no
doubt that the lighting was a little
deficient. They could not use the

ordinary brackets, as these did not
agree with the style of architecture,
and they had had to have other brackets
made for the purpose. He would see
that the library by next Session was
placed in the best possible order for
the convenience of members.

Resolution read the second tine, and
agreed to.

Resolutions 47, 49, 50 and 51 read
the second time and agreed to.

On Resolution 52, to meet expenses
in connection with the care of Archives,
$3,000,

Mr. POPE (Compton) asked what
action the Government intended to
take in this regard.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he had
that day called the attention of the
Minister of Agriculture to the point.
The matter would be taken in con-
sideration, and it would be decided
whether or not the item would be in-
creased.

Mr. BABY said he hoped this would
be done There were two important
collections, the Haldimand and Ro-
chester, from whieh it was extremely
desirable that copies of documents
should be taken.

Mr. MASSON said, when the hon.
the Minister of the Interior was
preparing his report on the boundaries
of Ontario, he was obliged to go to New
York to inspect copies of works which
should be found in our own library.

Mr. POPE (Compton) remarked that
writers could be employed for a small
amount of money at London, Paris and
New York.

Mr. PLUMB referred to the Johnston
papers, relating to the early history of
the State of New York and the Province
of Ontario, which should have been
obtained. Every year was increasing
the value of these collections, and the
difficulty of securing them.

Mr. MILLS agreed that there were
many manuscript collections relating
to the early history of Canada which
should be obtained.
• Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

[Resolution 53 read the second time and
agreed to.
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On R ooution 54, Preparation of
-Criminal 8satistics, $5,000,

Sir JO1N A. MACDONALD en-
quired what progress liad been made
in this department.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the system
worked tolerably well. The papers
were prepared with a great deal of
care, after consulting the criminal stat-
istics of Scotland, which were generally
complete, and of some other countries
of Europe.

Resolution read the second time nda
agreed to.

On Resolution 55, (reported from
Committee of Supply, on March 16th)
Immigration and Quarantine, $120,550.

Mr. BLANCIIET asked the hon. the
Finance Minister whether he had en-
deavoured to carry out the recommen-
dations of the two physicians at the
port of Quebec. When the question
was asked in Committee of the Whole,
an answer was promised on concur-
rence. The two physicians resided on
the north side of the river, but the
immigrants landed on the south side.
Last year over 20,000 of them landed,
and in one or two years there were
.over 50,000. The physicians not only
lived on the other side of the river, but
the Immigrant Hospital was two miles
.away on the nortb side. In cases of
an emergency, immigrants were placed
in a very unfortunate position,
having to be taken across the river and
carried through the narrow streets of
Quebec before the hospital could be
reached. There was no hospital accom-
modation on the south side of the
river.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hospital on
the north side is not an immigrant
hospital.

Mr. BLANCHET said it was called
the Marine and Immigrant Hospital.
There was no other hospital to which
immigrants could be taken.

Mr. MACKENZIE : There is the
Hospital on Grosse Isle.

Mr. BLANCHET: But they don't
land there except when quarantined.
Ris hon. friend the member for Comp-
ton, when he was in power, had pro-
vided for this necessity to a certain

Mr. MILLs.

extent, and a medical officer was em-
ployed at the immigrants' landing
place all through the summer season,
and he was always on the spot in case
of emergency. But when the present
Government came into office this gen-
tleman was removed, for what reason
he could not conceive, except on
account of economy, if not for political
reasons. The two officers of the Gov-
ernment at Quebec had recommended
that rooms and beds be provided on
the sonth side with a full supply of
drugs and surgical instruments. There
were already some drugs at that place,
but not sufficient. This was a matter
which ought to be attended to in the
interest of humanity.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he had
not neglected to call the attention of
Department to it, but as he did not
expect this item to be up he had not
the required information. The matter
however, could be discussed on the
next item.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

Resolution 57 (reported April 9th)
read the second tine and agreed to.

Resolution 58 (reported April 10th)
read the second time and agreed to.

Orn Resolution 59, to meet the pro-
bable amount required for pensions to
veterans of war of 1812, $50,000,

Mr. VAIL, in reply to a former
question of the right hon. member for
Kingston, stated that 245 of the veter-
ans had died during the last year.

Resolution read the second tine and
agreed to.

Resolution 60 read the second tine
and agreed to.

On Resolution 61, Salaries of Military
Branch and District StafT, $28,600,

Mr. MITCHELL said hé felt that in
times of peace, such as we had bad for
several years, the exceptional state of
things which existed when the time of
militia service was inuch longer than it
was to-day had been removed
by the removal of the Fenian
troubles, and of any fears of
trouble between our parent country
and the United States. The reductiOn
was, therefore, a step in the right
direction. He thought we had arrived
at a period in our history when we
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-could afford to reduce the amount still
further; and, when they saw that the
taxes had to be increased to maintain
the ordinary service, when they
looked at our friendly relations witi
the country on our borders, when they
looked at the depressed state of trade,
lie believed that the expenditure of
something like a million and a quarter
of dollars for Militia and Police service
was more than ought to be expended.
Re believed that the playing at soldiers
for which a large amount of this money
was expended did not commend itself
to the masses of the people. Ie knew
it was not of any use in a House like
this, with Colonels on his right,
Colonels on his left, Colonels all around
him and in front of him, with about
.every fourth man in the House a Lieut.-
Colonel, to ask for a reduction of this
amount; but he desired to call the
attention of the flouse and of the
country to the fact that we were
expending a far greater amount than
the interest of the country required.
fe felt that, when the attention

of the people was called to the
subject, Parliament would be asked
to reduce this vote, and he
knew of nothing that would place the
Ministry before the country more
lavourably than a reduction of this
expenditure. We had expended a
great amount of money very foolishly.
Colonel Ross, under the Administration
which preceded this one, felt it neces-
sary, when British Columbia came into
the Confederation, to travel across the
continent at a very considerable ex-
pense for the purpose, as was alleged,
of getting<information for the Depart-
ment. He had a very pleasant sum-
mer trip, and he believed was here
some three or four months afterwards,
when he resigned and went to Europe-
left the country altogether. Now we
had another gentleman in command of
the Canadian troops, and he had found
it necessary to travel across the coun-
try at a very considerable- expense,
and on the staff of those gentlemen he
was told there was not a single Cana-
dian, not one man identified with the
country. These trips were mere:
pleasure trips and it was time they
were put a stop to.- If they were
necessary, they should be made of
advantage to the country by giving

102

information to men identified with it,
and not to men who came here, drew
salaries, and left it at their own con-
venience. He knew that the Premier
believed that the general feeling of the
country was in favour of a reduction
of the item to half a million dollars.
He believed that the statement lie had
uttered would be taken up from one end
of Canada to the other. Although this
Parliament might not be disposed to
favourably consider the matter, when a
new Parliament aasembled he believed
his views would find an echo in the
hearts of the people, and that this
amount would be reduced to half a mil-
lion of dollars.

Mr. VAIL said that, when the Fi-
nance Minister made his Budget speech
last year, he ad stated that it was the
policy of the Governmont for the pres-
ent to carry out a system of retrench-
ment in every Department, as far as
they could do it without endangering
the public service. The Estimates
showed that the Government had re-
duced their estimates some $510,000.
Ie must confess he had acceded to that
reduction very reluctantly, because he
thought it was not calculated to make
the head of the Department very popu-
lar, but he thought if the pruning knife
had to be introduced they could stand
it in the Militia Department as well as
anywhere, and so he had cheerfully
acceded to the views of the Govern-
ment. The amount expended. by the
former Government was about a million
and a half dollars which this Govern-
ment had reduced by more than half a
million. The amount they had expend-
ed for training the Militia last year
was 8125,000, compared with $350,000
the year previous. That was expended
in training the field artillery for twelve
days and the infantry for eight days.
This year they had 830,000 to provide
for the training of 20,000 militia for
twelve days. ie agreed with the hon.
member for Northumberland (Mr.
Mitchell) that it would be unwise in
the present state of the country to ex-
pend more than waa necessary to keep
up a proper force and staff, but it would
be impossible to keep up the volunteer
force *ithout the proper machinery to
make it of some advantage and çredit to
the country. The Government did not
desire to expend anything beyond
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what was actually necessary. It was
just possible that the former Govern-
ment did extend it beyond what was
actually necessary for some particular
purpose, he would not say what, but
the number was increased from 23,000
to 40,000,which was about 20,000 more
than the country could afford to keep
up. The num ber must be gradually
increased to 24,000 or 25,000, which
was quite as much as we could afford
to keep up for militia drill.

Mr. MITCHELL: Or gradually
decrease it.

Mr. VAIL said it would be unfair to
do it suddenly. It could be done in
such a way as to cause no disappoint-
ments to those who had made it their
study, and not to impair the Militia
force. It was possible that, as there
were indications of war on the other
side of the Atlantic, it might be desir-
able to make the Militia force more
efficient than now.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said he
entirely disagrood with the member
for Northumberland (Mr. Mitchell)
that the time had arrived when a still
furtherreduction should be made in the
Militia Estimates. He was afraid they
were working in the wrong direction;
that in trying to carry out the prin-
ciple of economy they were really
wasting all the money they gave for
the Volunteer movement. He agreed
with the member for Northumberland
that perhaps it would be botter, con-
sidering the snallness of their votes,
to give them up altogether for a certain
time, until the Government felt them-
selves in a position to return to the
grant which the Minister of Militia
considered was an excessive one under
his predecessors. fHe (Mr. Wright)
ventured to say that at no time in the
history of Canada was it ever so effi-
cient as under the predecessors of the
present Government; and that the
position which it occupied to-day was
one that could not be favourably com-
pared with the position which it
occupied at that time; and, further,
that if they compared the amount now
asked with the efficiency of the force
under a former grant, it would be
found to be largely on the debit side of
the account. He hoped that the very
able report of the Major-General com-

Mr. VYnL.

manding the forces would be, in a large
measure, carried out. Ie thought the
time had come when the force should
be reduced to such a compass as the
money expended would cover,
so that it might be clothed and
armed very efficiently. It was a
mistake to have only soldiers on paper.
The drill for eight days was a mere
absurdity; it was worse than useless;
it was a sort of pie-nic party, and
possibly degenerated into something
worse. The men were raw recruits.
It took them two or three days to get
to their grounds and settle down. He
thought it would be botter to reduce
the militia to say 20,000 men, accord-
ing to the estimate of the General
commanding, and that they should be
in as large a measure as possible in the
centres of population where they could
be got together easily and readily, and
that the time of drill should be ex-
tended. He hoped the suggestion that
infantry and cavalry corps should be
formed would be carried out. What
the militia wanted was competent
officers, men who understood their
business, who made it their business to
acquire a knowledge of their profession
and could keep their companies
together. A company which had a
belief in the efficiency and knowledge
of its officer would be almost sure to
maintain its standing, but without that
it would never come up to the required
standard. The member for Cumber-
land had alluded to the different
origins of the Canadian nationality.
He asked last Session and the Session
before that the position of Major-
General should be thrown open to
Canadians. He did not for one
moment wish to say that a British
officer should not comimand the force;
a British officer was now in command,
and discharged his duties ably and
well. But he objected to any regula-
tion whereby a Canadian could not
rise to this position. fie had intend-
ed to move to abrogate this resolutionl
this Session. In looking over the re-
port ho observed there was no returl
with respect to the repairing of guns
and material. They were generallY
sent to Montreal for repairs, and le
was told a large amount of money was
expended in this way. If the scheme
suggested by the Major-General, Of
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conceintrating the force within the
vicinity of towns and villages, and an
adjutant or a couple of sergeants at-
tached thereto, were adopted, a great
saving would be effected. There was
a great feeling of dissatisfaction all
through the force, and, if the present
system were continued, we would not
have an efficient or willing militia.
They would have a certain amount of
nmney expended, and a number of
bright and shining lights represented
on the staff and in other places of
emolument and profit, but we would
not have the men. There was too
much thrown upon the local officers at
present. They were getting tired of
it, and would probably throw the thing
up, and it would be impossible for the
Government to resuscitate the service.

Mr. AYLMER said it appeared to be
the intention of the Government to
reduce the force to about 20,000 men.
In bis report the Major General said:

"I consider it would be imprudent to make
any reduction in either Cavalry, Artillery or
Engineers. Upoti the rural battalions and
the independent companies of Infantry
unaffiliated to any Battalion should fall the
reduction, if such must be temporarily re-
sorted to, though I shall regret il it becomes
necessary."

H1e did not wish to make any
invidious comparison between the city
and rural battalions, but he could not
but think that if any reduction was to
be made it ought not to be in the latter.
Anyone acquainted with the material
from which soldiers were made must
be aware that the men obtained from.
the rural districts were better recruits
than those got from the cities. Besides,
when disturbances like that which
Occurred on the Grand Trunk took
place, men belonging to the rural
districts would be less likely to
Sympathise with the rioters than men
from the cities. Major Lazier, in a
letter to Colonel Worsley, said :

"' A strong feeling of sympathy was
expressed by many of the men for the maen
On strike, and while some positively refused
to turn out, others, I have no doubt, kept
out of the way to prevent being found or called
Upon. Norn-commissioned officers and men
were under arms, the most of whom were
obtained froxm the country."

le observed remarks to the same
effect in a memorandum of Colonel
Straubenzie to headquarters. if

102J

this reduction had been made, he
thought he could show how it might be
made without disturbing the ground
work of the whole system. Be per-
fectly agreed with the Major-General
when he said he would recommend that
no reduction be made in the engineers,
cavalry or artillery. It was difficult
to keep those branches up to a proper
state of efficiency, and they ought to
be allowed a full course of di-il]. lie
saw that the engineers consisted of 13
officers and 222 mon; the cavalry 131
officers and 1,799 men; the artillery
255 officers and 3,420 men, or a total
in the three branches of 399 officers
and 5,441 men. This number should
perform the full quota of drill without
any reduction whatever. The city
battalions consisted of 116 companies-
in round numbers, as at present consti-
tuted, 6,000 officers and men. He
thought it would be a pity to disturb
the city battalions if it possibly
could be avoided. They had
arrived at a high state of effi-
ciency, and it would not be advis-
able to make any permanent change
in their organization. The city bat-
talion had undoubtedly many facilities
and advantages for mustering and
drilling 'over their fellow soldiers of
the rural districts ; but for the reasons
he had assigned, if a reduction must be
made, it should not be that the rural
battalions alone were to be eut down.
To prevent such a calamity, which
would be most unpopular throughout
the country, he proposed that the
following system slould be applied to
the rural volunteers :-As lie had
already shown, there were of engineers,
artillery, cavalry, and in the city
corps a total of about 11,840 officers
and men, the whole of whom should
be retained. There were in ail, accord-
ing to the Militia Report, 34,702 oflicors
and men on the muster rolls of the
different corps, supposed to be efficient.
This would give some 22,662 officers
and men as belonging to the rural
districts. If 20,000 men was to be the
maximum number fhat could be
drilled annually with the f unds at the
disposal of the Militia Department,
and the 11,840 were retained as he prc-
posed, then only 8,160, or slightly more
than one-third, of the rural force could
be called out for the annual drill; but
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even with so small a proportion they
could preserve the framework of the
fbrce without any reduction, and
could, he believed, bring them into a
more efficient state than they were in
at present. The proportion of officers
to men in the Infantry fbrce was one to
fourteen, so that they had 1,618 officers
in the rural battalions, and this
number of officers and 6,542 men
should be taken annually for drill to
make up the total of 8,160 allowed for
the country force. This number, as
he had explained, with the 11,840 of
city and other corps, made the 20,000
or total number to be drilled. The
proportion of battalion staff officers
was apparently slightly more than
one-third, which would give 538
officers to the staff and leave 1,0180
officers as company officers, or three
-officers per company, the required
number for 360 companies. This
would give 60 battalions of six com-
panies each. He was aware some few
battalions had as many as eight or
even ten companies in each; but this
nunber made a battalion too ponder-
ous for active work. Six companies
were sufficient for active service. The
6,542 mon should be called out from
the different companies, which would
allow of 18 men per company being
annually drilled. Of this number, six
should be non-commissioned officers,
who would turn out annually, only
twelve of the number being privates.
Twelve men per company might seem
to any person not understanding the
subject an absurdly small number
to propose to form a company
with, but twelve men per com-
pany was ample to form a
rope or skeleton company with which
all the principles of company and
battalion drill could be taught the
officers and non-commissioned officers
and the flank men of sections. He
ventured to say more than half the
drill in the British service was per-
fbrmed in this manner. With twelve
men per company there would be four
men per company to spare to form
small-arm squads, and, with this sys-
tem, oficers and non-commissioned
officers would be able to devote all
their time, while at drill, to drill alone,
i nstead of having, as at present, to de-
vote a large share of their time, while

Mr. AYLME.

at camp, looking after the wants and
comforts of their men. The largo pro-
portion of officers to men would not
be an additional expense, as it must
be remembered the men not only
received their pay, which was certainly
small enough, but they were a charge
upon the country for rations, clothes,
wear and tear of arms and accoutre-
ments and expenditure of ammunition,
all of which charges being computed
made the private as great a charge
upon the country as the officer. Now,
with a force thus organized, he con-
tended that we could maintain the
thorough efficiency of the present force
upon the present money grant. They
would preserve the engineers,. artillery,
cavalry and city corps intact, they
remaining upon their present footing,
the only change made being in
the system of drilling and mustering
the rural battalions. Before proceed-
ing to particulars of the method of
drilling this rural force, he would say
that, in all our different branches of
the service, stricter rules should be
applied to the qualification of officers.
There was no difficulty in filling up
the companies with good men if they
only knew their officers to be qualified
to command them. All staff officers
should hold Lst class certificates, and
all company officers 2nd class certifi-
cates, to be renewed every five years
at the brigade camps. This should be
an imperative rule, and officers not
qualifying should make room for men
willing and able to take their places.
The volunteer force could never be in
a proper condition unless the officers
of the force, and, to a certain extent,
the non-commissioned officers were
themselves tho oughly efficient. For
drilling this country force of 8,160
officers, non commissioned officers
and me'n, he would advise that
in some part of every rural district,
where a battalion existed, there should
be an armoury, somewhat on the same
principle as were established the head-
quarter armouries in the cities. The
armouries could there be taken proper
care of. At present, as they who had
any knowledge of the way in which the
arms were kept were aware, the very
large majority of the places where the
arms were stored were totally unfit
for the purpose; and, in consequence, a
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great deal of damage was done to Gov-
ernment property. Some such propo-
sition as was made by the hon. mem-
ber for Pontiac might be adopted, and
the present armoury allowanee granted
to the captains of rural battalions, $40,
would be a sufficient salary to secure a
careful, efficient man to take full
charge of all the arms and accoutre-
ments, in a building properly erected
for the purpose. Besides, this would
effect a large saving in the travelling
expenses now incurred by staff officers,
who had to visit all these ont-
of-the-way places, where rifles were
kept, to inspect them; but, if
these officers had only to visit
periodically such armouries, a better
inspection would be possible; the duty
would be performed more quickly,
and travelling expenses would be very
greatly reduced. He saw that the
Deputy Adjutants-General recommend-
ed the appointment of an armourer to
inspect annually all the rifles of the
force, and make any necessary re-
pairs. In this there would be another
advantage,-as soon as the annual
drill was performed the rifles and other
stores were returned into the armoury,
and then the caretaker could discover
whether any damage was done them,
and, if so, ascertain how it occurred.
If this were due to carelessness, the
amount necessary to repair the damage
could be taken out of the pay due for
drill. The saving under a system
of this kind would be the saving of
the pay, clothing, and rations of
something over 14,000 men annually.
Then too all the companies would be
filled up ; under the system fol
lowed some three years ago, 54 men
were in each company, and he would
propose that instead of the companies
in the rural battalions being reduced
they should be filled up to the old num-
ber of 54 per company. Every year
1,618 officers of rural battalions would
be called out to drill, and six non-com-
missioned officers for 360 companies-
n all, 2,160, making a total of 3,778

officers and non-commissioned officers
whe would be called out yearly for
drill. He maintained thae the whole
eficiency of our volunteer and militia
force depended on the knowledge which
the offieers mentioned possessed ; he
thought it was of very little moment

how much the men knew, as they could
be very easily taught if the offi-
cers were thoroughly acquainted with
their duties. He doubted very much
whether any one would say tQ-day or
or even would have said when
the volunteer force was so much
better than it now was, as some
pretended, that the officers and non-
commissioned officers of the whole
force were ever properly up to their
work, but the number he had men-
tioned called out yearly for drill, and
twelve men per company would
make 4,320 in all called out. Ie
would continue this system for four
years, calling out a fresh batch of men
each year, with the officers and non-
commissioned officers, so that at the
end of that time forty-eight men from
each company would have been dril led,
making a total of 21,000 and upwards
of officers and men drilled. He would
so arrange it that one-fifth of the whole
force every five years would be able to
engage. Under this system, in which
one-fifth of the force would be brigaded
annually, the Major-General would be
able to visit every camp. Now, this
was not possible for want of time.
Then rural battalions would not need
to be reduced at all, and the whole
frame-work of the present organization
would be maintaiied, and it would be a
great pity if any reduction was to be
made. It was very much easier to re-
duce the force than it would afterwards
be to re-organize and fill it up again.
He considered that the present mus-
ketry practice was a simple waste of
ammunition. It did not do the
slightest good. In the regular service
it took three or four months tor a man
to learn lis drill, and three weeks to go
through a course to enable him to
use bis rifle, while volunteers here had
eight days to go into camp. A certain
number of rounds of ammunition was
served out to the men, who were
marched out in front of a target at
which they fired a lot of expensive
ammunition without possessing the
slightest knowledge of the weapon they
handled. Some other system might
be adopted to teach the men to shoot.
Additional assistance to this end might
be given to District and Battalion Rifle
Associations. Much might be done in
this way. le saw in the report of
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Lieut.-Colonel Fletcher, the Deputy
Adjutant-General, that in his district
there were nine ride associations
carried on in an efficient manner,
and out of this district came
six out of the seven competitors
who went to Wimbledon. He thought
this would show what might be done
by teaching men to shoot under some
such system. Under the present
arrangements, $40,000 was annually
expended for ammunition, and this
might all be saved. The Major-Gen-
eral reported that the.roserve of am-
munition was particularly small; that
they had only 150 rounds each for each
stand of rifles in the country, and this
was at least one-half too little to keep,
in view of the rapidity with which
breech-loading arms could be fired.
Taking this into account he thought
that a great saving could be eflected if
instructions were given that no ammu-
nition should be used at all. It had
occurred to him very often that the
manufacture of ammunition could
be very easily carried on in
this country at Quebec or in some
other parts of the Dominion. It was
a very simple thing to do; and ar-
rangements could be easily made for
the manufacture of small-arm ammu-
nition in the winter season when
labour was cheap. This would furnish
work to some of our own people, and
ammunition could be made as good
and as cheaply as that which was im-
ported.

Mr. BROUSE said our system was
not accomplishing what was desired.
Men were drilled for 8, 12, or 16 days
and the good effected scarcely
amuounted to anything. He was sat-
isfied not one out of fifteen of those
who had drilled in his town still re-
sided in that section of the country.
They had gone to the United States.
Volunteers were collected, when the
order came to turn out, from the float-
ing population, and he had known
men to be brought from across the line
in order to swell the numbers of
companies, to return when they had
their pay. This was three or four
years ago. He did not think that the
drill would be satisfactory until it was
taught in our schools as was the case
in Switzerland and Germany. Youths
never forgot their drill, but men who

Mr. AYLmr.

learned their drill when advanced in
years, forgot it in three or four years.
The youth of the country could thus be
drilled without the expenditure of
$700,000 or $1,500,000. Drill was cap-
able of being taught in the Normal
Schools, and it would be a great ad-
vantage if the male population learned
the rudiments of drill at school.

Mr. BOWELL said he must compli-
ment the hon. member for Richmond
for his practical speech on the subject.
If the recommendations made by the
hon. gentleman were acted upon, he
was quite satisfied that the money now
squandered on the force would be spent
advantageously to the country. Too
much theorizing and too little
practical knowledge had been shown
in the treatment of this matter. He
had no sympathy with the senti-
ments of the hon. leader of
the Left Centre (Mr. Mitchell). The
existence of a proper military spirit
tended more than anything else
to nationalize a people. If the system
of late pursued were continued, little
difficulty would be found in reducing
the force, as it would reduce itself.
This was being very rapidly done at
the present moment. The greatest
dissatisfaction prevailed with regard to
the present system. There had
been no reduction until the present
year with reference to the De-
partment at headquarters, and for the
outside staff t he reduction amounted to
some $9,000; but it had taken a great
number of years and a great many re-
commendations from both members of
the House and Adjutants-General to
arrive at this point. He thought the
Hlouse was ehtitled to further explan-
ations as to the causes which had led
to the selection of officers retained and
dismissed. The hon. gentleman (Mr.
Vail) had made the Major-General
solely responsible for recommending
the dismissal of the oldest and most
valued officers on the staff in different
sections of the country. While officers
who were in full vigonr of health and
quite capable of fulfilling their duties,
and who had been in the force for ten
or fifteen years, serving as such ever
since Brigade Majors were appointed,
had been dismissed, others who had
only served as such for three or
four months had been retameil
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He would repeat what he had said be-
fore, that if it was desired to popular-
ize this branch of the public service
a different system would have to be
pursued. If the present system was
continued, there could be no doubt that
both officers and men would become
dissatisfied, and that, as the Major-
General had pointed out in his report,
demoralization would ensue. There
was another point on which they had
no explanations. When the matter
was discussed last year, it was stated
that the vacancies at Kingston were
not to be filled, and that it was the
intention of the Government to reduce
that force as rapidly as possible, in ac-
cordance with the suggestions of the
Major-General. But as soon as the
House prorogued these offices were
filled. One Brigade Major was not
then really in the force, his
brigade having been disbanded, and
another gentleman, a regular, although
lie knew nothing of the volunteer sys-
tem, was put in the position of Adju-
tant-General, and the old officers, men
who had been years in the service,
were sent adrift.

Mr. VAIL said the system pursued
was but a continuation of the system
inaugurated eight or ten years ago.

Mr. PLUMB: That is the old story.
Mr. VAIL said the mistake eight or

ten years ago was in extending the
system beyond what the country could
afford. 20,000 or 25 000 men would
be quite sufficient. The consequence
was the men were drilled a shorter
time than was necessary to make them
familiar with the duties of a soldier.
Camp drill was a popular and instruc-
tive drill, but it was useless to attempt
to give all the men the requisite 16 or
20 days' drill out of the present appro-
Priation. The true policy would, he
thought, be to reduce the force to 20,000
or 25,000 men, but to do this precipi-
tately would be an injury to the force.
Before any change was made in the
system, it should 'be well considered.
It Was importani that the officers
should be quite competent to perform
their several duties. Camp drill would
mlstrnct both officers and men, but in
rural districts it would take as much to
pay the officers and non-commissioned
Ofcers, in accordance with their rank,

if they were all drilled, as it now took
to drill the whole force. It would be
advisable to generally establish schools
of infantry, for the instruction of the
officers ; but until there was an in-
creased amount, the present system
would have to be continued. With
regard to the remarks of the hon.
member for Hastings, he (Mr. Vail)
had given full explanations before, and
the appointments were made entirely
in accordance with the suggestions of
the Major-General.

Mr. CARON enquired whether it
was intended to serve out busbies.

Mr. VAIL: No.
Mr. CARON: Do the Government

intend to serve out side-arms to the
bandsmen of the rifle corps, according
to regulations ?

Mr. VAIL: Thev will be served out
the same as before, and as they were
entitled to.

Mr. CARON: But they were never
served out.

Mr. VAIL: I am not exactly in a
position to answer my hon. friend, but
I presume there was good reason for
not serving them out. If the bandsmen
are really entitled to side-arms, I see
no reason why they should not be
served with them.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

Resolutions 62 to 65 read the second
time and agreed to.

On Resolution 66, drill pay and ail
other incidental expenses connected
with the drill and training of the
Militia, $155,000,

Mr.ROSS(Prince Edward) expressed
a hope that the Government would see
fit to give the rank and file something
more than fifty cents a day for service,

Mr. MASSON remarked that the
Minister of Militia had stated that the
expenditure of the late Government on
Militia was a million and half. That
large expenditure occurred in one year
only, and that was the one in which
Sir George Cartier replenished the
stores and replaced the Militia on a
first-class footing.

Mr. PLUMB said the Governmen t

was at present practising that style of
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economy which would no doubt result
in a reactionary movement, which
would, in the end, involve a very
heavy expenditure.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution 67, contingencies and
general service not otherwise provided
for, including assistance to Artillery
and Rifle Associations and bands of
efficient Corps, $45,000,

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he hoped
the grant to the Wimbleton Team
would not be reduced, especially this
year, when not only Australia, but the
Cape of Good Hope would also be
represented. A great deal of interest
was taken in the country in the doings
of this team.

Mr. PLUMB referred to the dilapi-
dated condition of the barracks at
Niagara, and urged that something
should be done to repair them.

Mr. CASEY said he wished to en-
dorse, very strongly, the sentiments
expressed by the hon. member for
Frontenac, in regard to the reduction
of the grant to the Dominion
Rifle Association for the pur p ose of
sending a team to England. Nothing
more economical, in the true interest
of the Militia service, could be con-
ceived than this grant. Nothing ten-
ded bo much to keep up the esprit de
corps of the service as rifle shooting,
and nothing except that was now hold-
ing it together. If any sums were to
be devoted to prizes for rifle shooting,
he certainly thought this grant should
be retained; no prize could be offered
which would so strongly stimulate the
young men as the prospect of getting
on the Wimbledon Team. But there
was another reason why the grant
should be continued. The Canadian
camp at Wimbledon attracted a great
deal of attention, and had created a
very favourable impression regarding
Canada. The vote for this purpose
was a small one in compari-

ison with the economy which might
practiced in other branches ef the

eervice. If the hon. the Minister of
Militia desired te economize, he might
turn hie attention to the waste in the
stores and clothing. It would be a great
'mistake for the Government to drop

Mr. PLUMB.

this grant. The step would not only be
unpopular with the Volunteers, but
with all who took an interest in rifle
shooting and our representation
abroad. If the Government had come
to a decision to abolish the grant, he
would urge them to reconsider it, as
they would lay themselves open te
the charge of having on the ground
of sentiment done something unpa-
triotic.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was
no doubt that a very large portion of
the Volunteers were of a different
opinion to hie hon. friends froma West
Elgin and Frontenac. A number of
hon. members connected with the
force had a belief that the practice of
rifle shooting would be much botter
promoted by encouraging local associ-
ations than by giving 87,000 to $10,000
to send a teama to England. He had
no doubt that the grant had done us
some good by exciting curiosity as to
Canada but, on the other hand, a
very few riflemen indeed de-
rived any immediate benefit from
it. His own impression had been
that a smaller sum distributed among
the battalions, or perhaps larger
associations than battalions, to stimu-
late rifle shooting, would accomplish
more good. It was the intention of the
Government to reduce, if not to abolish,
the vote to the volunteer team, but they
would be controlled to some extent by
the general views of the volunteer
force, which was not so unanimous in
favour of the grant as his hon. friends
seemed to think. The Governiment
would consider the matter with such
additional information as they had
obtained, but one thing was quite
certain, that it would be a reduced grant,
if any. He thought it would be quitO
wrong to give the sane amount as 111
former years, and whatever amount
was granted it should be devoted te the
hard work of the team, and to payimg
the actual expenses of the men rather
than to make a fine appearance.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said
the amount of good derived irom this
vote was very limited, and he thought
the amount should be spent at home ln
encouraging the use of the rifle, rather
than being devoted to paying the
expenses of a certain number of gea'
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tlemen who went to England. The
country was suffering from financial
depression, and he thought the money
could be expended in more desirable
ways.

Mr. CASET said he thought that the
hon. the Premier was mistaken in sup-
posing that the money given by the
Government was used for the purpose
of making displays at Wimbledon.
Any entertainments that had been
given were at the expense of members
of the team, and the grant was simply
used for legitimate expenses. With
regard to future expenditure, he might
state that certain reforms had been
made in the Dominion Rifle Asso-
ciation to satisfy those members who
had been clamouring for economy. He
quite agreed with the opinions of the
hon. the First Minister in regard to aid-
ing local associations, but he thought
the small sum required for the Wimble-
don team could be spared without
interfering with such aid. Moreover,
there was a certain position we should
take as a Colony. Other British Col-
onies would be sending teams, and it
would not conduce to our standing
abroad if, after having inaugurated
the Intercolonial competition, we
should not send a team because of a
desire to practice economy.

Mr. BROWN said there was no
doubt the Wimbledon team did a cer-
tain amount of good in interesting
people in Canada, but ho hoped the
local associations would not be lost
sight of in providing for that team.

Mr. ]ROSS (Prince Edward) said ho
strongly approved of the views ex-
pressed by the hon. the Premier. The
privates were the best shots, and ho
was quite willing that $3,000 or $4,000
should be granted if they were the
men who were to be picked ont for the
team.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

Resolution 68 read the second time
and agreed to.

On Resolution 69, care and mainten-
ance of military properties transferred
frOlm the Ordnance and the Imperial
Governnent, including rents, $10,000,

In reply to Mr. PLTMB,

Mr. VAIL said it was quite imposi-
ble to keep all the buildings so trans-
ferred in good repair, as the expense
would be too great.

Mr. PLUMB said that the buildings
at Niagara were an eye-sore to the
place. A very small sum would put
thom in a proper state of repair.

Mr. STEPHENSON said ho wished
to call attention to the fact that 10 or
11 acres of ground at the town of Chat-
ham belonged to the Government. A
portion of it had been sold to the
county, and on it had been erected a
registry office. The other portion was
held by the Agricultural Society, for
agricultural purposes, under a nominal
lease. If no money was voted for
the maintenance of this property,
ho thought that the Government might
transfer it, as had been done with a
portion of the Ordnance land in Ottawa,
to the municipality, to be kept in a
proper state of repair. The Govern
ment would thereby incur no expense,
and the locality would be benefitted.
It could nevertheless, as now, be used
in case of emergency.

Mr. VAIL said that, if the town
desired to obtain the property and
would make application for it, and if
it was not necessary for military pur-
poses, it could be sold to the town,
provided fair remuneration was given.

Mr. STEPHENSON said ho had no
doubt that the town of Chatham
would be prepared to purchase it on
the same terms as those on which the
Ottawa property was disposed of.

Mr. MITCHELL said land had
been conveyed to the Government in
the town of Newcastle, by the county,
for the erection of a drill shed. This
had never been done, and consequently
this land should be re-conveyed to the
county.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution 70, Pay, Maintenance
and Equipment of "A " and "B"
Batteries Garrison Artillery and
Schools of Gunnery, Kingston and
Quebec, $115,000 (reported April 12),

Mr. MITCHELL said it appeared
the other night that the fuel in this
regard cost more than the food. These

Supply. [PRa1n 19, 1877.]



1626 Supply.

Batteries cost an enormous sum, and
the sum should be reduced, at all
events, next year. This would give
great satisfaction to the country.

Mr. VAIL said the statement that
the fuel cost more than the food of
the men, was incorrect. The men
were only supplied with rations, a
pound of beef and bread ; the remainder
they were obliged to furnish for thom-
selves.

Mr. MITCHELL said that the
hon. member for Chateauguay had
first aroaed his attention to the enor-
mous expenditures connected with
the Militia. When this vote was
first introduced, the hon. gentleman
pronounced it a vote establishing the
principle of having a standing army in
this country, and, if he (Mr. Mitchell)
recollected aright, divided the House
on the question. The hon. gentleman
had certainly made a convert of him;
and, as he presumed that the hon.
member's views were unchanged, he
was surprised that the hon. gentleman
had not-raised his voice against what
he had declared to be detrimental to
the interests of the country, and a con-
tinual charge on the revenue.

Mr. IIOLTON said he avowed that
he had not changed his opinion, but
his hon. friends were moving in the
direction of realizing the views he had
advanced.

Mr. MITCHELL: Very slowly.
Mr. IOLTON said they moved too

slowly, but still they were making
progress, and be hoped that the result
e desired would be achieved sooner or

later, and rather sooner than later.
Mr. MITCHELL: But this item is

increased $5,000.
Mr. HOLTON said he alluded to the

entire Department. The expenditure
was diminished.

Mr. MASSON asked if the hon.
gentleman thought that the creation of
a Military College was a stop in that
direction.

Mr. HOLTON said yes. Formerly
the military schools were very ineffi-
cient and very costly; and the pro-
viding of a place where a real sound
military education was given to a com-

MX. MrITCHELL.

parative few, was a step in the right
direction.

Mr. MITCHELL said the vote for
militia purposes had in reality been
increased by about $29,000.

Mr BOWELL said, the vote lastyear
was $959,151, and this year it was
$9 -8,556, the increase being $29,405.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

Resolutions 71, 72 and 73 read the
second time and agreed to.

On Resolution 74, Mounted Police,
North-West Territories,$306,356,

Mr. MASSON asked the hon. the
Premier whether he was prepared to
answer the question he had asked in
Committee, viz., whether he had any
information or any report upon the
standing and discipline of the Mounted
Police. His reason for asking the
question was that the only report they
had was old, and there was a rumour
that the discipline was deficient. The
Major-General remarked that the men
took it upon- themselves to write to
the newspapers on the matter. This
did not show a desirable state of af-
fairs. Hie thought the force should be
p ut under the control of the Militia
Department. H1e hoped' the force
would be provided with side-arms.

Mr. MACKENZIE : They have
them.

Mr. MASSON said he was glad of
this, as side-arms were absolutely ne-
cessary, as had been proved by Ameri-
can experience in similar operations.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said Col.
McLeod, the officer in command, had
been so busy on account of the move-
ments of the Sioux Indians on the
border that he had not had time to
prepare a report. The cost per head
of the force was $900, but the American
cavalry on Indian service cost $1,760
per head.

Mr. MASSON said he did not com-
plain of the expense.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said he Was
afraid, if the young men that were sent
out from the cities and towns of
Canada to join the Mounted Police in
the North-West were called upon for
any serious duty, they would not be
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able to perform it, as they had no
instruction, and many of them did not
even know how to take care of their
horses, rifles, and accoutrements.
They should all be sent to some depôt
in the North-West where they could
learn their duties.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was
afraid the hon. gentleman had libelled
the force. le had no doubt they
were a very superior body of mon,
although one or two of them might not
have been very well used; but, as a
body, they bad fully come up to the
expectations of the Government. He
was quite sure all the reports indicated
that, under the late commandant, there
was certainly not much success in
maintaining discipline, but under Col.
McLeod these causes of complaint had
disappeared. Major Walsh was in
Ottawa some time ago, and he .had
questioned him very particularly on
various points connected with the
force, and there was no indication of
the ignorance which the hon, gentle-
man so much deplored.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK explained that
he did not refer to the force already
out there; they had done good service.
But he spoke of the class of men that
were now being forwarded. It was
very desirable that they should be sent
to some place where they could be
taught their drill before being
drafted into active service. He
had no doubt that Col. McLeod would
do all in his power to make the force
efficient; and he was sure that that
officer would be pleased to see the sug-
gestion carried out.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

Resolutions 75, 76, 77, 80, 81, 83 and
84 (reported April 13th) read the second
time and agreed to.

On Resolution 85, improved ap-
proach to Culbute Canal, $ k0,000,

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) enquired
Whether the Government bad come to
any definite conclusion respecting the
bridge leading to this canal. It was
absolutely necessary that either a draw
Or a swing bridge should be built.

Mr. MACKENZIE: We have direct-
ed the bridge to be removed.

Mr. WRIGHT : Without compensa-
tion to the municipality ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes ; no mu-
nicipality bas any power to bu-ld over
a river.

Besolution read the second time and
agreed to.

Resolutions 86, 87, 88 and 90 read
the second time and agreed to.

Resolutions 89, and 91 to 96 (report-
ed April 14th) read the second time and
agreed to.

House adjourned at
Thirty minutes after

One o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 20th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

INDIAN ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

FIRST READING.

Mr. MILLS moved for leave to intro-
duce a Bill (No. 120) To amend the lu-
dian Act, 1876. He said he proposed to
repeal the 16th section and amend the
17th and 69th sections. The 16th
section provided for the punishment of
trespassers, and went on to say that the
Superintendent-General might fine and
imprison parties trespassing on Indian
lands, but it did not state how far they
should be punished, or make any pro-
vision for their arraignment before a
Stipendiary Magistrate or Justice of
the Peace. H1e, therefore, repealed
the section and added the words :
" persons so trespassing shall, on con-
viction therefor,before any Stipendiary
Magistrate or Justice of the Peace,"
&c., indicating the manner in which
they were to be tried. The 69th
section provided that sales made of
presents given to indians, without the
authority of the Superintendent-Gen-
eral, should be void. This worked
very well as far as the old Provinces
were concerned, butin the North-West
Territories, where property such as
ploughs and harrows was given to
Indians-say on the Saskatchewan--
these were bought from them and
brought back again; to say the sale was
void was practically useless, because
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the Indians could not regain their
property, and, consequently, no effect
could be given to this provision in the
law. Therefore, it was provided that
the Superintendent-General, or anyone
acting on his behalf, might appropri-
ate this property, which would again
be taken possession of by the Govern-
ment, so as to prevent frauds being
committed.

Bill read the first time.

QUEBEC HARBOUR ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.-[BILL No. 105.]

(Mr. Smith, Westnoreland.)

SECOND READING.

Bill read the second tine.
Blouse resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole to consider the said Bill.
(In the Committee.)

Mr. DE ST. GEORGES said he was
glad to see that the Ministerof Marine
and Fisheries had agreed to strike out
the clause which gave to the Harbour
Commissioners power to change at will
the tariff on vessels entering the port
of Quebec. The House, as in the past,
would alone have the right to arrange
the tariff, and he hoped that it would
take advantage of it to amend the
present tariff, which, he was sorry to
say, was far from giving satisfaction.
By virtue of the 18th clause of the law
of 1873, which was still in force, small
craft and barges, from 25 to 100 tons,
were obliged to pay $1 each time they
entered the port of Quebec, while those
over 100 and up to 250 had to pay $2.
This was the clause in question:-

" On schooners and barges of from 25 to
100 tons, for each time the vessel uses the
harbour of Quebec, one dollar, or on each
vessel for the season, five dollars. On
schooners and barges from 100 to 250 tons
two dollars per trip or ten dollars per
annum."

Thus the owner of a vessel of 100
tons burthen had only $1 to pay, while
the proprietor of a vessel whose tonnage
exceeded that number, though but by
a single ton, must pay double the rate
just mentioned. This he considered very
unjust, and he believed that the House
would share his views and recognize
the fact that it was but right to
establish a more equitable relation as
to the dues paid on such vessels as

Mr. MILe.

were of about the same tonnage. He
also considered that the charges
exacted from the owners of small
steamboats were too high, and ought
to be lowered. The Minister of Marine
and Fisheries would perhaps say that
if his amendment were adopted it would
have the effect of considerably dimin.
ishing the revenues of the ilarbour
Commission. He did not doubt that
this was a very important point, but he
also thought that before thinking of
increasing these revenues there was
another more important matter to be
done-to render justice to whom it was
due. He would have greatly desired
that vessels of 50 tons and up to 100
tons should be exempt from the pay-
ment of this charge, but as he saw that
this was impossible he was pre-
pared to accept the charge of i1
made on vessels of 100 tons. When
exceeding this tonnage, he believed
that the most equitable and satisfactory
way of arranging the tariff would be
to charge one cent per ton for each
ton above 100; consequently, he would
propose the following amendment
which he hoped would be accepted:-
" That the 8th paragraph of the 18th
clause be struck out and replaced by
the following:-

" On schooners and barges of from 25
to 100 tons, for each time the vessel uses the
harbour of Quebec, one dollar, or on each
vessel, for the season, five dollars. On
schooners and barges from 100 to 250 tons,
one dollar for the first 100 tons, and one cent
for each ton over 100 tons, or ten dollars per
annum."

Mr. SJITH (Westmoreland) said
he could not accept the amendnent.

Mr. DE ST. GEORGES gave notice
that he would move it on the third
reading of the Bill.

Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-
ported.

House resumed.
Bill reported.
Amendments read thefirst and second

times, and agreed to.

INSPECTION OF PETROLEUM
BIIL.-[BILL No. 112.]

(Mr. Lafiamme).
SECOND READING.

BiIl read the second time, consid'ered i
Coimamittee of the Whole, and reported.
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SUPPLY-PACIFIC IRAILWAY.

XII. PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS-
CHARGEABLE TO CAPITAL.

House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

78. Pacifie Railway........ $1,524,000
Mr. MACKENZIE: Mr. Chairman,

in noving the item concerning the
Pacific Railway, it is but proper that
I should say a few words regarding
the present position of the undertak-
ing, the principle or scheme upon
which it has been conducted up to the
present time, and the course which the
Government propose to take for the
future. I shall not, Sir, at all events
not in the initiation of the discussion,
refer to any of the party political con-
siderations which have been neces-
sarily associated with this project; but
shall simply discuss it in its business
aspects, and invite the co-operation of
the House in the consideration of those
matters which have yet to be dealt
with in connection with the carrying
out of the scheme for the building of
this railway. I shall only refer to the
Original obligation entered into, in
whatever spirit or as to whatevei
modifications it may be looked at by
different minds, as one that is obliga-
tory up on the country to the extent of
Our capacity for carrying that object
practically into effect. The late Ad-
lministration, in entering into the
agreement for bringing British Colum-
bia into the Confederation, had an
express obligation as to the building of
the railway across the continent from
Lake Nipissing on the east to the
Pacifie Ocean on the west, within a
specified number of years. When the
),resent Administration acceded to
Power, they felt that this, like all
treaty obligations, was one which im-
Posed upon them certain duties of
adminisîtration and government which
they had no right to neglect, and that
they were bound to carry the scbeme
Practically into effect to the extent
that I have indicated. The whole
effort of the Administration, from that
Qay to this, has been directed to theaccoplishment of this object in theWay that would seem to be most prac-tical and most available, considering

the difficulties to be encountered and
the cost to be incurred. The diffi-
culties were necessarily of a two-
fold kind. One of the difficulties
w'as contemplated by the proceed-
ings of Parliament at the Session when
this obligation was assumed. That
difficulty was the one of cost, it being
feit that, although Parliament at that
time gave its assent to the project,
it ought only to give that assent in a
certain modified way, and this modifi-
cation was embraced not in the usual
express Parliamentary manner, but
rather by a resolution which indi-
cated the prevailing opinion of the
public mind and the opinion which
undoubtedly prevailed in this House at
that time. Of course such an extra-par-
liamentary utterance as this was
one to which all parties - the
parties immediately concerned as
belonging to British Columbia and
parties on this side of the Columbia
boundary-attached such a meaning
as might suit their own particular
views to the question of the original
obligation and the manner of carrying
that into effect. I have always looked
upon that resolution as undoubtedly
qualifying the original bargain mor-
ally, although legally it would have no
practical effect in setting aside an ex-
press parliamentary stipulation, en-
gaged in and arrived at by the consent
of the three branches of the Govern-
ment:-" Kings, Lords and Commons";
and, while this view hxad necessarily to
be taken by the Government of the
day, we never failed to express to the
Government of British Columbia and
to the Government of England, when
we had occasion to address it, or to
the public in general in our country
and elsewhere, the view that we
accepted as being embodied in that
resolution. It will be remembered,
Sir, that, at the time this obligation
was entered into, I myself took a
very strong view as to the course that
was to be pursued. I believed that the
course then pursued by the then
Administration was one which could
lead to no result of a practical kind;
that it must inevitably fail; and that
its failure must necessarily produce
some new scheme, in order to give
effect to our promises and engage-
ments with British Columbia. I
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believed that the project of giving this
undertaking top a merely speculative
financial company who had no inten-
tion of becoming contractors, bond
fide, but merely to use it as a stock-
jobbing operation which might result
in personal profit to themselves-I
believed that this was a course which
was niot consistent with the proper
manner of letting out great contracts
of this kind, even if it should not be
associated, as this was, with great
political considerations fraught with
much of great importance to the
country, either of misery or of poli-
tical disintegration, or with political
considerations of other than a national
character-in other words, of a party
character. Taking that view of it,
Sir, this Ad ministration devoted itself,
in the first place, to perfecting the
measures for having a complete survey
made of the territory which the line
had to traverse. In the Act of 1874,
known as the Pacific Railway Act,
provision was taken for having the
contracts executed in a certain way,
which will be found embodied in that
enactment. It was provided, in short,
that the Government should avail itself
of the provisions of the previous enact-
ment to some extent, by having the
work lit as fast as the country was
surveyea, with certain conditions gov-
erning the sale of lands to be given in
part payment of a specific sum of
money per mile, which conditions
would be found expressed in that Act.
That Bill, I may say, passed through
Parliament with unanimous consent.
It wa quite evident, at the time that
the change of Administration took
place, that it was impossible to fulfil the
engagement entered into ; indeed, it
might be said to have been broken
befôre that time, inasmuch as the time
had elapsed within which the surveys
were to be completed and the work
of actual construction commenced.
We felt, nevertheless, that it would
have been utter folly to begin the
works of construction until we had a
general plan perfected of the whole
country, until it was fully explored,
and that route adopted by the Govern-
ment which would be to the greatest
possible advantage, not merely to
particular parts of Canada, but to
the greatest possible advantage, looking

Mr. MACKENzIE.

at the line as a great interprovin-
cial and international highway from
the east to the ocean on the west, and
to the public at large. i need not
refer to the many difficulties which
were enconntered in prosecuting these
surveys. We have been fortunate
enough, within the last few days, to be
able to present to the House a complete
synopsis of the engineering work, and
of the engineering difficulties and
engineering results in Mr. Fleming's
last report. The publication of this
report,th erefore,would relieve me from
the necessity of referring to many
matters which I would be bound other-
wise to refer to for the information of
the Committee before asking the
consent of Parliament to the appro-
priation that is now in the Estimates.
But, at the same time, it is impossible
for me to avoid discussing, to some
extent, the route itself and the
engineering difficulties which were
encountered, as well as the reasons
which led the Government, acting on
the advice of the engineers, to take the
steps they did towards the work of
construction. I have found myself
on several occasions subjected to a
great deal of adverse criticism upon
statements made on previous occasions
like the present about certain portions
of the road ; and I desire to guard
myself, as I have done before, against
being committed to any stateient
regarding particular localities made at
the time upon the best information
available of an official character.
In reference to particular localities, to
particular difficulties and to particular
lines, it is auite evident that a Minister
who has never been over the ground,
who is simply the political head of the
Department, can have no possible
knowledge which would justify him in
expressing an individual opinion, and
it is, therefore, upon the opinion of the
Engineers and their reports that all
my utterances are based, so far as
this particular branch of business is
concerned. As to political consider-
ations, of course, the Government are
wholly responsible. As to the mode
of carrying on the work, we are aiso
wholly responsible. As to the course
for the future, we are wholly responsI-
ble, and I don't desire for a moment to
evade any criticism or any proposed
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amendment whieh may be offered on
either of these branches of the subject.
Our object in the first place was, as
far as it was possible to do it, to carry
the Province of British Columbia with
us in our mode of prosecuting the
undertaking. We thought it but right
to endeavour to satisfy the people of
that Province and to show that we
were sincerely desirous of doing all
that lay in our power to implement
the engagement, however improvident,
to the exten t that our ability financially
would enable us to de so. Acting
in accordance with that view, we took
an early occasion, after acceding to
power, to communicate officially with
the Government of British Columbia.
The result of that communication was
ultimately a compromise, which gave
us an additional amount of time and
other modifications to which I need
not further refer at present, and some
of which, owing to the action of Par-
liament, we found afterwards incapable
of being carried out. We have,
nevertheless, lost no time in prose-
cuting the work as far as we have
had the power to prosecute it in those
parts of the country where circum-
stances enabled us to do so in a man-
ner which we felt we could justify to
this Hlouse. It will be quite evident
that ,%.hda
the lands in g rthW t,
we must have a ready access to those
lands, af.dan ste taken~with viw
to ale i _ha oconting
omjpaiii, of the public, and of immi-

grantiito that country in advance of
letting the main sontract, was a step
exceedingly to be desired, especially
as the introduction of a large popula-
tion into the prairie country would
affect not merely the construction of
the railway at a very early period, but
Would affect beneficially the general
prosperity ofthe country. Thehomin-
1011 owns hese lands, and evan iftih
lands wergji ed some of the Pro-
vilces, it would not lessen the liiefit
to be derivedTrom having a large pop-
ulation thrown in where there is no
Population at present. Special efforts
Were therefore directed at an early
day to open communication as speed-
11y as possible between the waters of
the eastern system of lakes and the
Western system; in other words, be-

tween Winnipeg Basin and Lake Su-
perior. The Government decided that
it would be a tase~~~pufli money
at yi'sént Ô prioétie thecnsfiu~tion
of this railway froni~tbewestern end
of Laktc Superior and LakeYNpissiner
through a country totally uninhJ]Uàd,.
a country, so far as we knowalmost
àTi unfit fer hâlitation. I do not say
that there may not be some tracts of
land which may sustain human life in
various parts of that vast rocky wilder-
ness, but I do say that the general
characteristic of the country bordering
Lake Superior and advancing very
nearly to the borders of Lake Huron
and Georgian Bay is unfavourable,
That seemed to be a portion of wo-
which might fairly stand until the cir-
cumstances of the country or some new
developments regarding that territory
would make it advisable for the Do-
minion to prosecute the work in that
particular quarter. On the other hand,
it was exceedingly desirable, if we were
to make as direct a line as possible at
present between Lake Superior
and the western country, that a line
should be built upon a route which
would be the best for an all-
through railway, as rapidly as that
could be achieved, and that in the
mean time it would be desirable to
have direct communication with the
Eastern Provinces through the Pro-
vince of Quebec, up the Ottawa Valley
to Georgian Bay; so that, taking land
and water together, the shortest pos-
sible line from ocean to ocean would
be achieved by passing up in a direct
line f'rom the scaports on the St.
Lawrence, which are connected now
with seaports on the Atlantic by the
Intercolonial Railway, to the nearest
port of Georgian Bay, whence the
water would be used all the way to
Fort William. Acting upon this gen-
eral scheme, which had, it will be
observed, for its object and intention
to utilise the lakes and rivers lying
contiguous to the main line of railway,
until such time as the increased finan-
cial power of the Dominion, or the in-
creased local necessities of the districts
would justify the Government in having
even those barren parts traversed also
by a railway system, we therefore
obtained the assent of Parliament to
this scheme, and we commenced sur-
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veying f rom the lakes-I need not
say we co nmoncod, for the surveys
were conmnenced west ofLake Superior
before we succeeded to office. At that
time, it was supposed that the basin of
the Nepigon River, known as Nepigon
Bay, would probably be the nearest
point on Lake Superior from which to
start the line, with the intention
in the future that, instead of passing
with the main lino to the north of Lake
Superior, it should turn sharply
to the south-west after it
turned the corner of Long Lake,
ascending by a long sweep to
Lake Ellen, the little lake behind
Nepigon Lake, and Nepigon Bay on
Superior, and from that point take the
shortest line available to Keewatin, or
Rat Portage, as they formerly called it.
The engineering difficulties, however,
from the mouth of the Nepigon, and
the fact, which was also ascertained,
that Nepigon Bay would be late in
opening in the spring, and probably
earlier in closing with the ice, and
also the fact that steamers from the
east, traversing Lake Superior by a
direct route would arrive very nearly
as soon at Thunder Bay as at Nepigon
Bay, and the further fact that we
found a country much easier of access,
and muchi more easily surveyed, where
the work would be very light compara-
tively, led us to abandon the Nepigon
lino, and to make, at present, the start
from Fort William on the Kaministi-
quia, which falls into Thunder Bay. I
may say that we have some reason to
believe that we will find a favourable
lino from the immediate vicinity of the
south side of Dog Lake, situated from
20 to 30 miles from Fort William; as
near as we can ascei tain at present, it
will be a comparatively easy line from
that point to Nepigon, whore it is
thought advisable to have the continua-
tion made eastward.

Mr. TUPPER: Howfar is that from
Thunder Bay?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I said it was be-
tween 20 and 30 miles. We are not
sura of the precise distance. I may say
that, between the line at present being
constructed and Nepigon Bay, we have
only made an exploratory survey, and
that, exploratory survey has had such
results as to lead us to believe that

Mr. AE:NziE.

there will be no difficulty experienced
in obtaining a very favourable lino in
that quarter. The line that was origin-
ally projected and the instrumental
survey from Nepigon Bay ascending
the Sturgeon River, a somewhat tortu-
ous stream, passes through an extreme-
ly rocky country, and showed us that
the country there was very difficult for
railway building; on the other hand,
we found that the country from Thun-
der Bay westward was extremely fav-
ourabie. It was first surveyed by Mr.
Murdock, who was sent there early in
October, I think in 1873, and was con-
tinued afterwards by Mr. Hazlewood.
The original location made by Mr.
Murdock was set aside by the Chief
Engineer afterwards, as he found that
the country had not been properly ex-
amined; but Mr. Hazlewood succeeded
in locating a much more favourable
lino, shorter in distance and very much
cheaper in construction, and with easier
grades. Now, Sir, acting on the prin-
ciple I have indicated as governing the
Government, contracts were let with
the assent of this House between Thun-
der Bay and Selkirk on Red River, and
it would be well, perhaps, to give, in a
short summary way,the exact results of
the claoracts that were et in that uar-
ter. tIt may e premise a , except
at the two ends, there were no settle
ments anywhere; that country was a
complote wilderness. Although the lino
traverses considerable tracts of toler-
ably good timber land, pine, red and
white-a great deal of which has been
destroyed by fire-and although there
are occasionally small parcels of land,
yet the country generally is of a very
rough character, except close to Thun-
der Bay, in the valley of the Kaminis-
tiquia, where there is a considerable
quantity of excellent or passable land;
some of it is very good and some is of
a fair character. It is estimated by
varions writers at from 20,000 to
30,000 acres of the best land; there is,
of course, very much more than that of
the same character of land in the
counties of Lanark, Pontiac and Otta-
wa, on the river here; and land which
will be available, no doubt, for settle-
ment, to a very much greater extent
than is at present supposed. The first
contract that was let was to reach the
neighbourhood of Lake Shebandowan.
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The Chief Engineer then expressed his
belief that the best route would be
found to traverse the north side of Lac
des Mille Laes. The line was after-
wards turned slightly to the nortn-
ward, after passing Sunshine Creek, in
order to reacli the north she.re of the
lake. The first contract was let for
45 miles, that is No. 13, and the total
amount was a little over $400,000 for
the 45 miles. This, however, did
not embrace the track-laying, bal-
lasting or the rails, but simply the
grading and bridging and mak-
ing everything ready for the track-
laying. From the point at which
the divergence was made to Thunder
Bay, in consequence of the change to
the north side of Lac des Mille Lacs,
the distance was about thirty miles;
so that we only took twc-thirds of that
contraet as the distance upon which
we would carry out the original plan.
I estimate that the 30 miles, at two-
thirds of the amount, would make
altogether for contract No. 13 a sum
of $270,793. Contract No. 25 over-
lapped this one. The contractors had
to do the ballasting and track-laying
upon Sec. 13, and to carry the railroad
further west a distance of eighty-six
miles; that is, they had eighty-six
miles of complete railway to build
including the track-laying and ballast-
ng, and they had the track-laying
and ballasting for the thirty miles
embraced in contract No. 13. The
contract was taken for the sum of
$1,037,000; that, therefore, makes 116
miles of railway from Lake Superior
westward, without any break, at a cost
Of $1,307,793.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK : That is with-
Out the road-bed ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: It includes track-
laying and ballasting.

Mr. 'KIRKPATRICK: But not the
rails?

Mr. MACK ENZIE: Not the rails; I
Will corne to that presently. Section
No. 14 is the one beginning at Selkirk
On the Red River and passing in as
direct a line as possible towards Kee-
watin or Rat Portage. The distance
or length, I should say, of this con-
tract was seventy-seven miles, and that
also was purely for gradiríg and bridg-

103

ing and making the road ready for
tracklaying and ballasting, the sum
being $402,950. Section No. 15,
which was let comparatively recently,
was for the building of 35½ miles be-
tweejp contraet No. 14 and Keewatin,
thus completing the distance between
Winnipeg River and Red River,

Mr. TUPPER: That is at Cross
Lake ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Keewatin is at
the crossing of Winnipeg River.

Mr. TUPPER: What is the other
point ?

Mr. MACKENZIE : From Selkirk
to Red River, and Keewatin on Win-
nipeg River.

Mr. TUPPER: The 77 miles run
eastward?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes.
Mr. TUPPER: What is the point?

Mr. MACKENZIE: We call it Cross
Lake.

Mr. TUPPER: These 35 miles run
from-

Mr. MACKENZIE: Cross Lake
eastward. That completes the distance
of 112k miles between the two systems
of water.

Mr. TUPPER: Across to Keewatin?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes, across to
Keewatin. Contract No. 15 embraces
not only the construction of the 35Î
miles, but also the track-laying and
ballasting on the 77 miles immediately
eastward of it, so that when this con-
tract is completed the whole 11 2½ miles
will be ready for traffic between Sel-
kirk and Winnipeg River. The total
sum embraced in these four contracts
amounts to-

Mr. TUPPER: You did not give us
the sum for the 35 miles.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Oh, no. I
should say that the sui for
Section 14 was $1,591,825. This
will make the total amount of
the four contracts which I have
briefly described, $3,302,568. To this
has to be added 228f miles of steel
rails, 90 tons to the mile, at a cost
upon the ground of $1,385,775; and
we take the estimated cost of engineer-
ing at $1,500 per mile on this quarter,
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and add therefor $342,750. I assume
that the cost of rolling stock, to stock
it very fairly for quite a heavy traffic,
would be $2,000 per mile. This would
add $457,000 to the estimate that I
have made. The probable amount
required for the right of way where
the lands are owned, cbiefly at Fort
William, on Red River, we bave put
at $65,000, and an allowance for ordin-
ary station buildings on that distance
of road of $50,000. This would make
the entire cost of 228J miles $5,603,093,
or an average cost per mile of about
$24,521. The Committee will, no
doubt, be anxious to know whether
this is a fair estimated cost of the
balance of the road yet to be built
between the extreme western point of
the eastern contract and the extreme
eastern point of the western contract.
I am not able to say that the average
cost of what we have done would be
sufficient for the remaining part. I
think not. It is scarcely possible that
it could be so, because it is more
remote from supplies, more difficult of
access, as a matter of course. We
have reason to know that some thirty
or forty miles of this distance will be
of a pretty heavy character-that is,
the thirty or forty miles nearest to
the Winnipeg River. The total dis-
tance yet to be built is 183 miles. It
nay be perhaps shortened by a mile

or two, but it is not likely to be
lengthened in any possible way. The
curvattres are not excessive any-
where, nor are the grades ex-
cessive anywhere. But I do not
refer to that particularly, as the Com-
mittee will find, in the report that has
been made, the extent of the high
grades and the low grades and the
exact curvature that is to be overcome
at various points. In no place is
there anythiug so serious in the way
of curvature as there is on almost any
of our railroads in the older districts
of the country, nor are there any
grades that so far exceed 1 in 100 or
52:80 ft.per mile. The highest grade on
the Intercolonial,I think,is about 64 ft.,
or 12 feet to the mile more than the
highest grades to be overcome in this
district. The grades and curves will
be found on page 80 of the report, from
which it wili be seen that the shortest
curve we have is a radius of 1433

Mr. MACKENZIE.

feet; and, in order that a comparison
may be instituted between the curves
upon this line and those upon older
lines, I may say that some of the
curves near Halifax on the Interco-
lonial are on a radius of a little less
than 700 feet-that being a very sharp
turn indeed, and far in excess of any-
thing we have to encounter here. But
I think it would be better for the hon.
gentleman to refer to the page of the
report for the particulars regarding
the radius and ascent per mile than for
me to attempt to give it in a form
which would be put down rather inac-
curately in any report. Those par-
ticulars will be found in extenso in the
report of the Engineer, and will cover
the ground more satisfactorily than I
could do. After referring for a moment
to the comparative cost of other line-i I
shall pass to another branch of the
subject. It is known now that the actual
cost of the Intercolonal Railway will
be as nearly as may be, embracing all
the rolling stock which is essential to
its working, $48,000 per mile, or, as
near as can be, double the cost of the
228½ miles which we have under con-
tract. There is this, however, to be
said regarding the structures on the
Intercolonial. The bridges are some-
what extensive and are of the very
best description. With that exception,
the road built in the West as part of
the Pacifie Railroad will, in every
respect, be equal. The steel rails are
practically of the same kind, although
on the average in greater length, and if
anything somewhat better than the
original rails obtained for the Inter-
colonial Railway. It was thought ad-
visable in letting these contracts to
venture upon expensive permanent
works of construction, the object being
in the first place to get into the countrY
as speedily as possible, as the letting
the contracts for the whole line must
be determined to some extent by the
facilities to be obtained in getting easy
access to the prairie country, which
must be the seat of a large population,
and where the lands must be more or
less valuable.

Mr. TUPPER: I want to know if I
am accurate in understanding the hon.
gentleman as saying that, with the ex-
ception of the bridges on the Intero-
lonial IRailway being more expenfflSV
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and numerous, the general char-
acter of the country is about the sane,
as far as regards the construction of a
railway.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The road will
be about the same.

Mr. T JPPE R: That is the road-bed
of the Pacifie Railway will be equally
as good as that on the Intercolonial ?

M'r. MACKENZIE: Yes.

Mr. TUPPER: You don't refer to
the character of the country ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: No; I may say
there have been no very serious bridg-
ing obstacles to be overcome. Thel e
are a great many water-courses, but
they are of small size, except the Red
River at Selkirk, and the Winnipeg
River at Keewatin. These are the only
formidable bridges that are being built,
and neither of them are embraced in
the present contract, I may say. I was
proceeding to say,with reference to the
general plan, that I had formerly stated
to the House, that the plan of the G-ov-
ernment was this: To prosecute the
surveys as fast as possible over the
whole territory to be traversed, but not
to wait until the sw veys were comple-
ted everywhere before doing any work
of construction anywhere. It was act-
ing upon this view that we sought the
assent of Parliament to let the four
contracts I have mentioned. The sur-
vey has now been completed all the
way to Bute Inlet and also to
Dean I nlet. And it is proposed
during the present season to complete
the surveys, already partially made,
fron Tête Jaune Cache to the mouth
of the Fraser River, at Burrard Inlet.
Until that is completed, which we hope
'll be done in the course of the sum-
meIr, it is not intended that the Gov-
ernment shall definitely fix upon a point
where the Pacifie Ocean shall be
reached. I shall not deal very exten-
Mvely with the difficulties encountered
il, reaching the Pacifie Ocean on tho
several routes. I will merely say in
brief flat the northern routes seem to
be the best, as hon. gentlemen will
finid if they look at Mr. Fleming's
report, as to distance for the Asiatie
trade, if that is looked on at all as an
element to be considered. The route by
Dean Inlet is about the same as that

lost

by Burrard Inlet in length, or lifty miles
less than the route to the head of Bute
Inilet, with this advantage, that you
reach Dean Inlet much Casier fron the
sea than is possible to be done by Bute
Inlet. It will be observed, from the
reports of the naval authorities, that
they consider the only possible route to
the ocean from the head of Bue Inlet
will be through the Gulf of (eorgia
and the straits of San Jua.

Mr. DECOSMOS: No, no.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I know there is
another way to get to the ocean, and I
know that one of the authorities, but
only one of those who have been in-
vited to express an opinion, says that
a passage can be found to the north-
ward. But, assuming the bulk of the
naval authorities to be correct, it will
be found at Bute Inlet. From the
head of Bute Inlet a vessel must sail
all the way to opposite Burrard Inlet
before the voyage to the open sea
would be any more advaneed than it
would be at Burrard Inlet by the
southward route. In other words, the
distance is much further fromn Bute
Inlet than from Burrard Inlet to the
ocean. Besides, there are 52 miles
additional of railway to build. On
the other hand, it is tolerably ovident
that climatic difficulties will interfere
with some of the northern routes.
When Mr. Gamsby examined the
country immediately bordering on the
head of Gardner Charncl, lie found
that the average depth of sniow at that
quarter was 28 feet, and he was told
by some of the Hudson Bay people
that this was one or two feet less than
usual. There is no doubt, I think,
but what Gardner Inlet would be
seriously incommoded by ice during
the winter, and in Dean Inlet also,
during most of the season. WC have
no reason to believe that there is much
ice to be found in the winter season in
Bute Inlet, and in Burrard Inlet there
is no ice at all. The only other points,
southward or northward, which might
be looked to ultimately as a fair ter-
minus would be at Port Essing-
ton, or at Howe's Sounîd, niear
Burrard Inlet. Port Essington is still
further north, indeed further north
than any of the other points, while
access can be had very readily to the
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open sea-and for the Asiatic trade,
undoubtedly the northern routes are
the most favourable as to the mere dis-
tance of mileage. But it is fair to say,
in reference to these northern routes,
that the distance to the Asiatic coast
depends practically upon the ocean
currents, which I had no means of
ascertaining the strength or direction
of in that particular quarter. In
other words, an ocean current might
make a distance to the Straits of San
Juan quite as favourable as the dis-
tance would be to a northern point,
although the mileage might be much
longer. Upon that particular matter
we have still to obtain some informa-
tion whiel will be utilized before any
further step is taken in deciding upon
the point to be reached. In favour of
Burrard Inlet there is this much to be
said, that the works of construction
could commence at Yale, the river
being navigable for the whole or
greater part of the season for a certain
class cf ves.els, and a communication
could therefore be had with that point
without any serious difficulty. This
would enable us to strike a line to
that point, which saves nearly 130
miles, as ()mpared with reaching the
head of Bute Inlct.

Mr. DECOSMOS: Please explain
how it is navigable the whole season.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I mean steam.
ers could ascend the river.

Mr. DECOSMOS: Some cannot.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I understand
they can all ascend. I speak as to
particular localities, as I have already
indicated, subject always to correction,
because 1 depend wholly on information
from others. At all events, for the
greater part of the year it would be
accessible on tbe lowest parts of the
river, and the whole of the river for
the remainder of the year. There is
no doubt that the bulk of the popula-
tion of the mainland of British Col-
umbia is settled in the Fraser Valley,
and materials could be obtained cheaper
there than ou the northern routes, and
that construction would be, therefore, a
cet tain percentage less on that than on
the other routes. On the other hand
tie terminus at Burrard Inlet is very
near the United States frontier, and for

Mr. MACKENZIE.

the distance of some 100 miles lies
parallel to that frontier within a coin-
paratively short distance. I don't look
upon that myself as an insuperable
objection; but, while I don't consider
it an insuperable objection at all, I
thinc it wou[d be desirable if we could
obtain a route for our principal railway
as near as possible through the centre
of the country. That would be pro-
ductive of more local, if not more
general, benefit. That, however, I
merely mention in passing as
to the general results of the
examinations of the country during
the last few years. We know we have
a practicable route to Dean Inlet, and
we know we have a practicable route
to Bute Inlet; at both places we have
difficulties to encounter such as I have
indicated. The grades on both these
routes, as will be found on reference to
Mr. Fieming's report, will be pretty
high towards the ocean, in passing
through the Cascade Range-ranging
from 80 feet to 110 feet per mile-
while on the Fraser River route the
grades will all be easy. There need
be none there, I am assured, in
excess of 52.80 feet per mile,
one foot to the hundr'ed, On
the other hand, the works are con-
siderably heavier on the Fraser route
for some distance than on any of the
other routes; and, although the dis-
tance is shorter, the cost will be some-
what greater, the excess being caused
by the extra work on the canyons of
the Fraser. At the saine time, if a
safer anchorage, a safer ocean port is
reached, one open at all seasons, and
if the distance is less, the saving in,

freight and rates of passage for all ime
will be very considerable; and the
saving on easier grades will also be
very great. That, however, we will
know more about when the coifug
season's operations are finished. I
now propose to refer to the general
plan proposed to be pursued when the
contracts for the eastern end were un-
dertaken. The Railway Act of 1874
provides that 20.000 acres of land
should be given absolutely as part con'
sideration for the contract, and
$10,000 per mile of actual cash-the
land to be subject to certain regulatiolns
as to two-thirds of it whieh are provid-
ed for in the Act-and that tender'ers
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should be invited to state the addi-
tional sum, if any, upon which a
guarantee of 4 per cent. should be
given by the Dominion for 25 years
afterwards. It was proposed, or rather,
I should say, it was intended,
that the whole expenditure upon the
contracts now being executed should
be charged against the subsidy of
$10,000 per mile to any parties who
took the contract from Lake Superior
to the ocean, and that the money
should in this way be replaced, they
retaining possession of that as part of
their own contract, and paying back
the Government by having this
charged to their cash subsidy. I men-
tioned last year, in introducing this
item to the Committee of Supply that
we had then advertised or proposed to
advertise -I forget which-in English
and Canadian papers, that we hoped,
about January, 1877, to be able to ad-
vertise for tenders and to supply com-
plete profiles of the line.

Mr. TUPPER: At what time was
that advertisement published ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Well I am not
absolutely certain, but it was very
early in the summer.

Mr. TUPPE R: Early in July?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think so. I
think quite early in July, or earlier.
I think it must have been in June. At
all events, we desired to send that ad-
vertisement to the public in order that
it might invite intending contractors
to visit the country for themselves.
I was .personally satisfied that
an examination of the prairie
countries, if not the country east of the
prairies to Lake Superior, would show
to intending contractors, in the first
place, that there was a large quantity
of good land, and, in the second place,
that the physical difficulties to be
overcome were not so serious as people
night reasonably anticipate to exist in
the centre of the Continent. I do not
think the advertisernent produced very
much of that particular result. Some
parties, I believe, have visited the
country; the agents of some English
companies have visited Ottawa; some
have visited the agency of the Govern-
ment in London, with a view to
examine the plans and profiles, and the

Railway Act under which the contracts
will be let; but the season was an un-
favourable one in consequence of the
difficulties attending railway enter-
prise ail through the world, and can
perhaps, be fairly considered as one
not very fortunate for issuing or pro-
posing the prospectus of a huge enter-
prise like this, in a comparatively
unknown country, or, I might say, a
wholly unknown country. The Gov-
ernment were not able, as I stated, to
have the profiles all ready in January.
They were, however, despatehed in
sections as soon as they could be com-
pleted, from the railway office to Lon-
don. They have been on exhibition in
the railway office herefor many months,
and the whole of the profile from Lake
Superior to the Western Ocean is, I
presume, either completed or very near
it, at the present moment ; that is,
taking the two routes already com-
pieted through British Columbia. The
Government propose, as soon as these
are entirely completed, to have adver-
tisements issued calling for offers, giv-
ing ample time, so that tenders that
are received may be received shortly
before the opening of Parliament at its
next Session, in order that Parliament
may have an opportunity of deciding
upon whatever scheme may be then
proposed by the Government under the
offers to be received.

Mr. TU PPER: Can the hon. thet
Premier, in this connection, give any
estimate-approximate, of course-of
the cost of the remaining section from
Red River westward? The profiles
being ready, it would be interesting to
know if an approximate estimate could
be given of the cost westward throurh
the prairie country and the Cascade
Range.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman must remember that any state-
ment made by me, as the head of the
Department of Public Works, might
attract undue attention, and I do not
think, therefore, it would be wise or
prudent for me to make any statement
of that kind. I may say, however,
that the branch from Winnipeg to
Pembina was graded completely, ex-
cept building a bridge over the Rous-
seau River, at a cost of something over
$3,000 per mile.
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Mr. TUPPER: How many miles?
Mr. MACKENZIE: About 65. The

cost was not more that $3,500 a mile,
and I have no doubt the balance of that
branch, if we should see fit to build it,
from Winnipeg to the crossing at Sel-
kirk will be built at a little less, or no
more in any case.

Mr. TUPPER: The balance will be
how long?

Mr. MACKENZIE: About 22 miles,
I think, from Winnipeg to the june-
tion with the main line.

Mr. DECOSMOS: Is it the intention
of the Government to call for tenders
to build the line west from Selkirk, or
do they propose to build it as a Domi-
nion public work ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: We wilr call for
tenders under the Act, which the hon.
gentleman can examine at his leisure.

think tenders might be accepted and
considered in almost any shape he
might choose to put them, but we will
ask for tenders under the provisions of
the Act.

Mr. DECOSMOS: Ask for tenders
both ways.

Mr. MACKENZIE: That might be,
but that is a point we have not con-
sidered at present. Oh, yes, the hon.
gentleman was asking me about the
cost. I have merely to mention a
well-ascertained fact with relation to
that, and to say that a considerable
portion of the line west of this is of a
very favourable kind for the construc-
tion of a railway. There are some
difficulties-as will be found by refer-
ence to the report-even in the best
part of the prairie country. If hon.
gentlemen will refer, for instance, to
page 45, they will find that there is a
very large number of what is known
as coulees, or dry ravines of a very
extraordinary character. Two of
these call for heavy works; the
Grizzly Bear Coulee, situated 668
iniles west of Selkirk, bas a depth of
160 feet below the ordinaiy prairie
level, and a width of about 1,400 feet;
and Buffalo Coulee, situated 690 miles
west of Selkirk, is 100 feet in depth
and about 1,400 feet in width. There
are three others, averaging 390 feet in
width and 45 feet in depth. On

Mr. MACKENZIE.

the other hand, it will be seen
on the same page that the bridg-
ing is, on the whole, extremely
favourable for such districts, there
being on Red River four spans, of 400
feet each, and 42 feet in height above
the water, a very easy bridge compared
with those on some railways. On the
South Saskatchewan there are five
spans, of 200 feet each, and 90 feet
above the level of the water. At
Battle River there are four, of 100 feet
each, and 6@ feet in height; and on
the North Saskatchewan there are five
spans, of 200 feet each, and 110 feet in
height. The other rivers to be crossed
are the Pembina, the McLeod, the
Athabaska, and the Assiniboine-not
the Eastern Assiniboine, but the As-
siniboine in the vicinity of Leather
Pass and Snare River,-making alto-
gether nine bridges, none of which
can be considered very formidable.

Mr. MITCHELL: Is that near the
mountains ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: This is wholly
in the prairie country. I allude to it
to indicate that, although it is a prairie
country, it is not free from certain dif-
ficulties, and that for a considerable
distance east of the Rocky Mountains
the country is very rough. It is
woody and swampy, and somewhat
rough in its profile also, especially in
the neighbourhood of the Athabaska
River where we have had to follow the
windings of the river to skirt the edge
of the mountain and get into the pass,
The difficulties in which we will be there
involved seem to be a little more
serious than was at first supposed,
although not one of them can be con-
sidered very difficult at all. We pro-
pose, therefore, as I have stated, or
was proceeding to state, when the hon.
gentleman behind me asked the ques-
tion-as soon as the engineers report
themselves in a position to give us
complete information-to issue notices,
which have to be carefully prepared,
for tenders, and in which we propose
to state explicitly what we desire.
There are parties who bave been enter-
taining peculiar views as to railwaY
contracts who have communicated with
us directly and indirectly, and who
evidently desire to be allowed to send
in tenders on some plan of their own-
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,f course, it would not be well to dis-
courage anything of that sort, although
we will provide for nothing but what
is provided for in the Act in our
tenders. I thought it well, early in the
summer, in order to procure for intend-
ing contractors a compendium of infor-
mation, as it would be difficult for any
contractors to give time to the search-
ing up of books of travel and infor-
mation of all kinds respecting the
countrv, to publish a volume contain-
ing a summary of all the information
that could be obtained. This volume
has been sent to London and copies of
it will be placed at the disposal of
those who intend to tender for the work.
It gives a description of all the North-
west country as closely as we could
give it-by means of extracts from
the writings of Sir Alexander Mac-
kenzie, who first, at all events-if he
did not discover it -explored the
Peace River section, and from the
works of all other writers from that
time down te the present time, private
and official, embracing all the informa-
tion we possess concerning the geo-
logical formation and the flora and
the fauna of that country. This
volume, of course, wilil enable parties
who do not choose to visit the country
to get a tolerably fair idea of what it
is, and what value might fairly be
attached to the land which they would
become possessors of if they became
contractors. With regard to the land
which we own by the terms of union
in British Columbia, I am afraid that
ne great value can be attached to the
greater portion of it. It depends to
some extent on the route to be taken.
There is one in which, following the
Fraser Valley route at the distance of
perhaps half way between Tête Jaune
Cache and the sea, we come across a
coal bed, the only one I know of in the
iaterior. Passing down the Fraser
River from Fort George by the
lorthern route, there is a considerable

quantity of lignite, which might be
made available for economic purposes,
but it will never be so servicable, of
course, as truc coal, even if it could be
used at all. Various parts are claimed
to possess excellent timber for railway
construction, and probably on all the
rOutes there will be found sufficient for
a1, these purposes; and whatever

route we take in British Colum bia
there will be a considerable ami>unt
of bridging and difficult work to
perform. That is inseparable from
the general topographical features
of the country. I think it is weli now
to pause before making any further
remarks that may be found necessary
by the Committee or by any momber
of the Committec in the way of giving
such information as I have in my
possession in reply to remarks that
may be made. The single object, as I
stated, which the Government have in
view, is to carry on as far as possible
the obligations entered into, consist-
ently with due provision for guarding
the interests of the rest of the country.
It will be quite apparent to any one
that it is a most alarming undertaking
for this country to get deeply in debt
for the prosecution of this work, which
for many, many years to come can
yield not only no profitable reiults, but
also must of necessity be a greater or
less burden in its maintenance on the
rest of the country. I do not think
that the Government would be
justified in proposing to Parlia-
ment any scheme which would
involve an immense amount of
debt, as the inevitable inheritance of
the scheme. Everything, therefore,
that is proposed to be done must be
subject to the condition which this
House attached to the vote in Supply
last Session: that it shal not be con-
sidered as binding the country to in-
crease the existing rate of taxation. I
have no doubt, myself, that a very
large proportion of the road can be
built if any substantial value is attach-
ed to the land, and I have no doubt,
myself, whatever, of the desirability of
obtaining the construction of the road,
and I have a firm conviction in my
mind, which I have often given expres-
sion to, that it would be a most danger-
ous thing for this country to launch
into an immense amount of debt even
to secure the construction of this road.
I shall not enlarge upon that point, as
our views have been already sufficiently
expressed; but the Government deter-
mined last Session to adhere to the
expression of the views of Parliament
as given in the total vote in Supply for
this particular purpose. On the other
hand, I think that Parliament and the
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Government and all parties should
exert themselves as far as possible in
doing everything that is reasonable and
just and fair to carry out the obliga-
tions which were intended to be carried
out, and if that eau be donc consist-
ently, with the proviso that has been
inserted in all our Acts, and which has
been repeatedly reiterated in Parlia-
ment as one of the conditions to be
observed, it will, of course, be a great
public benefit and good, but we must
always act consistently with the means
which we have at our disposal, and do
nothing that will prevent us maintain-
ing the financial honour and credit of
the Dominion at a future time.

Mr. MASSON: Will the hon. g(n-
tleman, before he resumes his seat,
give us explanations about the most
important point in question ; this
relates to the Georgian Bay Branch of
the Pacifie Railway, and to the surveys
whicl must have taken place or which
probably will take place on the portion
of the line to be built in the future
between Fort William, passing by
Nepigon and Deep River, to the
terminus of the eastern end of the
Pacific Railway?

Mr. MACKENZIE: We have had no
new surveys east of Nepigon, except
an exploratory one in as direct a line
as possible from the proposed crossing
of Red River; 40 miles of that distance
are yet to be traversed. But I may
say that we have had, in the first place,
a location survey-an instrumental
survey-for 120 miles east of Nepigon,
chiefly following the lake shore. That
survey shows a somewhat difficult
country, but a practicable one. From
that point, leaving the lake at Pic
River and taking almost a direct line
to the crossing of French River, the
country has been pretty well examined.
There is no serious difficulty until you
reach the neighbourhood of the Michi-
picotin River, or its affluents. It will

e observed by those who know any-
thing of the country, that the height
of land is very close to Lake Superior
at that point, which indicates a rapid
descent of the Michipicotin and its
afluents into the lake. The result is
the line is very rough where the line
would traverse that particular part,
perhaps the most dißicult part east of

Mr. MAcKoezIE.

Lake Nepigon. From that point east-
ward the country is fair; and from
French River westward there is
no serious difficulty for the dis-
tance that has been examined. I
think, from the head of the Thessalon
River eastwards, sone 45 miles of
%vhich we were unable to go over last
year, that part is not expected to be
very serious. This is, practically, all
the information I ean give about the
district east of the Nepigon. I have
stated already that, from Nepigon to
the line near Dog Lake, the country is
supposed to be tolerably fair. Mr. Bell
walked over it, and he reports it very
fair. With regard to the east of the
French River, the Georgian Bay
Branch, the surveys partly done by
Mr. Foster, the contractor, have been
completed by one of the engineers, but
his report has not yet been presented.
But that section has been surveyed
sufficiently well to know the general
character of the country, and the
various gradients of the line.

Mr. TUPPER: Was there any re-
sponse to the advertising for tenders ?

Mr. MACKENZIE : We have not
asked for tenders. We have to decide
upon other matters-the navigation of
French River, and the exact point of
the crossing; and, as the contract was
annulled, we thought we would be in a
better position after a complete survey.
There has not been time to get exact
knowledge, and I am now merely giv-
ing general results.

Mr. MASSON: For a year or two
up to the present moment we have
had an item of $1,000,000 in the Esti-
mates for the Georgian Bay Branch,
which is taken off this year. The hon.
gentleman knows that, in certain parts
of the Dominion, there is great anxiety
as to the policy of the Government in
regard to this branch; and I would
like to know if the evidence is of such
a character as to place the Government
in a position to tel[ the House whether
it will be proceeded with or not. That
is the point I wish to arrive at.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I have already
stated what our general policy is, and
that embraced the railway in the
Ottawa Valley. Our policy has not
at all changed.
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Mr. TUPPER: There is one point I
would like to call the attention of the
hon. the. Minister of Public
Works to now, and that is in relation
to the surveys of the coming summer.
The hon. gentleman told us that he
proposed to continue the exploration
of the Fraser, with a view to settling
the question whether the line should
go to Bute Inlet or some port in that
neighbourhood, or to Burrard Inlet.
I did not quite understand the policy
of the Government in that respect,
because the practieability of the line
in that direction had already been
definitely settled. But, although the
work is known to be heavy, the survey
has not proceeded to a point to enable
estimates to be submitted with any
accuracy. The bon. gentleman called
attention to a serious difficulty which
has been raised, and that is the prox-
imity to our southern frontier; and it
is, no doubt. a question of great politi-
cil importance. I would like to ask
the hon. gentleman whether, in con-
nection with some other statements
which he made, he proposes to settle
that question, and put the line under
contract, with the assent of Parlia-
ment.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Certainly not.
I think I stated that we hoped to have
the tenders submitted to Parliament
next Session.

Mr. TUPPER: I do not mean to put
the line under contract without sub-
initting tenders, but to submit the
subject for the approval of Parliament,
or to enter into contracts without the
question of the road being definitely
settled by the Government. I take it
that matter will remain open so that
it could be fully considered.

Mr. MACKENZIE : That precise
point the Government have not con-
sidered.

Mr. TUPPE R: It is a serions one.
Mr. MACKENZIE: I know it is a

serious one; and it will be consid-
ered seriously. We may not ask
assent to the precise location of the
line. The late Administration chose to
do that by Order in Council.

Mr. TUPPER: Yes ; and we have
been remmded of it since.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I simply pointed
out the fact that it is quite possible to
do that; but whether it is advisable is
another matter.

Mr. TUPPER: There is one other
matter to which I wisb to call atten-
tion. The very greatest importance
is, I think, to be attached to the ne-
cessity of securing a lino through the
most painful section of the country to
be settled. I have been informed, and
have reason to believe, that for
something like 500 miles from Ed
monton t Fort George along the
the proposed road the country is
very unfavourable for settlement.
I draw the hon. gentleman's attention
to that point at this moment, because,
from a report madle by Mr. Silliman
and by the general exploratory survey
of the country to the north of that,
there is reason to believe that a line
may be found from Edmonton, by the
Pine Pass, to :something like the same
point, rnning through what is called
the Ominica country. This is a remark-
able country, exceedingly fertile, and
one of the most magnificent grazing
countries in the world, and richer, pro-
bably, in mineral resources than any
other portion along the line, it contain-
ing also valuable deposits of coul and
silver. I would suggest that surveys
be made over this territory, as il seems
to me it could be done at very little
expense and with the loss of very little
time.

Mr. DECOSMOS: Hear, hear.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I am glad to
hear these cheers about the country
froni the hon. gentleman behind
me (Mr. DeCosmos). It indicates a
villingness to have another year lost

in surveying another route.

Mr. TUPPER: I press this because,
according to the hon. gentlerman's own
statement, no loss of time will be there-
by occasioned.

Mr. DECOSMOS: The hon. the
Premier appears to be very witty at
the present moment, but he was not so
when I asked him for information.

Mr. MiACKENZIE: I think I always
gave the bon. gentleman all the infor-
mation I could. It might not be
much, but I gave what I could. You
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will admit it takes a long time to get
information about that country. With
regard to the remarks about the
nature of the country to be traversed,
they are undoubtedly true, not exactly
80 from Edmonton, but from a short
distance from Edmonton westward,
nearly the whole way, until you get to
Fort George, there is not much good
land. With regard to what is known
as the Peace River Pass, it is not
really a pass at all. The Rocky Moun-
tains have flatt ened out there. There
are scarcely any hills; the highest
one is 1,900 feet above the general
level. The country, therefore, is
quite suitable for railway construc-
tion, except that, in crossing- the
Smoky River and the small rivers
falling into it, the prairie is hollowed
out to an imnense depth. The valley
of the Peace River in some places is
600 or 800 feet below the ordinary
level, and the smaller rivers in propor-
tion, and they are exceedingly difficult
to cross. There is no doubt, however
that the Peace River country is, per-
haps, the best part of the whole of the
North-West. The best route to be
taken there would perhaps be across the
Northern Saskatchewan, about Fort La
Corne, thence past Little Athabaska
Lake, reaching the Pine River Pass;
and then proceeding downwards, either
tg the north or south of Stewart Lake,
and thus reaching the Ocean either by
Gardner Inlet or Port Essington. At
the saine time it would be easy to con-
nect Fort George with a line to Bute
Inlet. I have no doubt that it traverses
a larger amount of fertile
land in the North West, say
of the 110 degree of longitude.
East of that, I dare say we have
a better country upon the route on
which we are engaged. But upon the
West I have no doubt there is a better
quality of land and more available for
settlement than anywhere else. But
it would be a very expensive operation
to send a party out there to get such
information as would really be of any
value. Mr. Selwood's party, which the
Government sent over in that direction
two years ago, produced a great deal
of very valuable information regarding
the topography of the country, its
products and its adaptability for rail-
way purposes generally as well as for

Mr. MACKENZIE

those of settlement; and there is no
reason to doubt that a tolerably
favourable route to the ocean could
be had that way. But whether it is
advisable at present to commence a
survey which must necessarily take
two years to make, and which must
extend over 800 or 900 miles at the
least, is somewhat a serious question.
The surveys which we propose to make
on the Fraser River will take five or six
parties, and perhaps seven, the whole
of this season, ahhough the country is
already tolerably well-known,and there
exists a good route for a considerable
distance, while there is a trail for get-
ting supplies to almost the head of the
North Thompson, where we begin the
work to the east end of this portion.
For this survey I have placed in the
Estimates $100,000. And it is a
serious matter whether it will be ad-
visable to devote two more years to
traversing the country to the north,
although it may possess some advan-
tages. I have no reason to believe that
Pine River Pass would be much more
favourable for getting through the
mountains than the Yellow Head Pass.
It might be slightly, but not materi-
ally. It is after we get through the
Rocky Mountains that we have to get
through a more difficult country, and
a country which is much less favour-
able to settlement.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD re-
marked that it was certainly a serious
matter to make the surveys, but he
thought it was a matter of great im-
portance that this country should bu
surveyed, and he would urge upon the
Government the expediency of having
exploratory surveys of the country by
the Pine River Pass. That country
was the finest portion of the North-
West, and rich in mineral wealth, in-
cluding a mineral peculiarly grateful
to Scotchmen like himsetf-sulphur.
Even if the line were not adopted, he
thought the cost of the survey would
be money well spent.

Mr. MITCHELL asked if the vote
would cover the cost of any rolling
stock on the railway in the Thunder
Bay District.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it did not;
it was merely the estimated expendi-
tare upon construction. The Govern-
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ment did not propose to place any por-
tion in ranning order till next season.

Mr. MASSON asked if the Govern-
ment had surveyed the country between
Pic River and Sault St. Marie.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the only
Government that had made that survey
was the Administration of the right
hon. member for Kingston.

Mr. MASSON said he wished to
know if the survey had been made and
with what result.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was made
years before.

Mr. MASSON: Have you abandoned
it ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes; I think so.

Mr. ROSCOE said he was afraid from
the mode in which the surveys had been
conducted that, after a survey had been
made of the Fraser River route this
year, should favourable accounts be
received from the Smoky River coun-
try, it would be held that further sur-
veys might be made of that route. The
delay which had taken place in survey-
ing theFraser River route was quite un-
justifiable. During three years the Gov-
ernment had told the House it was
unnecessary to further survey the
Fraser route, and that the northern
route was preferable. Even the map
of the railway which had been publish-
ed proved that the Fraser route had
been practically abandoned. There was,
indeed, no excuse to be offered in be-
half of the Goverament for having
delayed to the very last the survey of
that route; the route to Bute Inlet
inight have been surveyed three or
four years ago. It ncw appeared that
the Opinion of naval and other officers
was to form an important element in
determining the route. The question
could, however, have been asked three
years ago, and it was desirable
to know whether the advice of the
Adniralty had led the Government
to abandon a route on which han-
dreds of thousands of dollars had
been expended. The hon. the Premier
had told the House that the Canadian
Pacifie for many years would yield no
revenue. He begged to differ with
the hon. Minister on that point, es-
pecially as regarded the British Colum-

bia portion of the road. He believed
the construction of a railway through
any portion of that Province would so
increase the population that the in-
creased revenue derived thereby would
go far to the payment of inferest on
the money borrowed for the building
of the railway. The hon. the Minister
of Public Works had given no explan-
ation in reference to the telegraph line
in British Columbia, which was now
contracted for, and no doubt the Com-
mittee desired to receive explanations.
The location of the telegraph lines
under certain contracts indicated that
the Fraser route had been completely
abandoned. He had examined the
Chief Engineer's report, but had failed
to find the grounds which had led to a
change of opinion on the part of the
Government in regard to the route of
the railway. The hon. the Premier
had told the House that it was an en.
gineering question, but there was an im-
pression abroad that it was not going to
prove to be such, and that the hon. gen-
tleman had reasons for selecting a par-
ticular route which should not exist.
There was an impression held in
British Columbia, and especially in bis
constituency, that the people on the
Fraser, having shown great objection
to the Carnarvon terms, should be pun-
isbed by not having the railway car-
ried to Bute Inlet. le trusted that
idea was too absurd, and that, as the
railway was not to be built in consid-
eration for a handful of people in any
section, but for the four millions of
people in Canada, and for future gen-
erations, such considerations would not
bave the slightest weight. They were
told that one consideration to be
weighed in connection with the Fraser
route was the comparatively large pop-
ulation there, and that the railway
could be built at less cost by that
route because the supplies could
be had more cheaply. That was,
however, a very small consideration,
because if the population was larger
and the country settled there would be
less land available to be given to the
contractors, which was an important
matter. He did not wish to be under-
stood as objecting to any particular
route; he had always mantained, as
representing the town of Victoria, that
the selection of route did not much
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affect Victoria, although his constitu-
ents thought it would be an advantage
to have the railway carried to Bute
Inlet, an opinion which he did not
share. If the railway were taken to
Burrard Inlet it would be only a short
distance from the American boundary
line, and the Americans would pro-
bably tap the road and construct a
railway to open up connection with a
good port on one of the islands in
Washington territory. It would be seen
that any steamer or ship sailing up the
De Fuca Straits would be much nearer
the ocean than by running around the
island and Burrard's Inlet; and it
would yet be found that the actual
terminus of the Canadian Pacifie
Railway would be on the American
Continent and not at Burrard's Inlet
at all. A town of 700,000 inhabitants
would yet be built on the island, while
there would be but a small town at
Burrard's Inlet. He would repeat
what he had already stated about the
Smoky River route, and he did hope
that the Government would, at all
events, have some surveys made this
year, and not have an excuse to give
for not doing so next year.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

NORT[IERN RAILWAY COMPANY
BILL.-BILL No. 62].

(Mr. Macdonald, Centre Toronto.)

CONSIDERED IN COMM1TTEE.

louse resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 62)
Respecting the Northern Railway of
Canada.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. OLIVER said that, when the
Bill with reference to the Northern
Railway was before the Committee on
Railways, he had taken exception to a
matter which he thought ought to be
in it, and he placed the clause, which,
in his opinion, should be inserted,
before the Committee. The Government
had stated that they would take it
into consideration, and ho had given

Mr. Roscoz.

notice, a few days ago, of the amend-
ment which he proposed to move.
Bis reason for doing so was this:
When this railway was first promoted,
they purchased from the Government
a tract of land which extended from
the western limits of the city of
Toronto to Brock-street, for which
they agreed to pay a certain sum of
money. He was led to believe that
this amount had never been paid; but the
Government, in a Bill passed in 1860,
reserved to itself certain powers over
the track and station grounds, which
powers were contained in the amend-
ment of which he had given notice.
Ie might state that the object which
the Government had had in view was
simply this: that other railways were
being promoted for the purpose of con-
necting the west with the City of
Toronto; this piece of land, as ho
understood, was about 100 feet in
width, and from one mile to one and
three-quarters of a mile in length; and
it was reserved not only for the North-
ern Railway, but also for the use of any
other railway coming to the City of
Toronto from the west. It was desir-
able, in the interests of the City of
Toronto, and certainly in the interests
of the railways which were being
promoted in the western section
of the Province, that entrance to
the city should be obtainable on this
piece of land which properly belonged
to the Government. It was not his
intention to move his amendment now;
but, when the Minister of Justice was in
his place, and at the third reading of the
Bill, he would move the amendment of
which he had given notice. ie was
confident that there was a sufficient
quantity of land included in the part
mentioned, from the western lilits
of the City of Toronto to Brock
street, to accommodate one or
two other railways. This was a valu-
able strip of land, and one that belong-
ei to the Crown, and which was rever
paid for by the company. If the con-
pany desired to have full control over
it, as the Hlouse knew very well, they
had ample means to pay for it. The
Northern Railway was one of the
richest railways in the country at the
present time; they had lavishly eX-
pended their money, and they surelY
ought to pay for land which belOnged
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to the country. Without farther re-
marks he would state that he would
move the amendment in que.tion at
the third reading of the Bill.

Mr. PLUMB moved an additional
clause to give the shareholders two re-

presentatives on the Board of Directors.

Mr.MACDONALD (Centre Toronto)
said be hoped the hon. gentleman
would not press the amendment. He
appealed to his sense of fairness
wheth er it woufld be a fair amendment.
Already two directors represented the
shaieholders, and it would be most
unfair to the bondholders to introduce
two more.

Mr. PLUMB said he thought the
hon. geu tle rnan((Mr. Macdonald) had un-
intentionally misrepresented the case.
The two directors referred to were
elected because they bappened to be
memburs ofithe respective corporations
of North Simcoe and the city of To-
ronto; and they cold not be expected,
from their peculiar position, to take
an active part in, or supervision of, the
management of the road. He thought
the shareholders were entitled to the
representation lie sought to give them,
and with this slight coneession they
would still be in a minority on the
Board.

Mr. HOLTON said the position of
the matter, as he understood it, was
briefly this. There were, originally,
ordinary shares in this company
amounting to $400,000, one balf of
which was substantially held by the
two municipalities of Toronto and
North Simcoe, and each of those munici-
palities had had, from the inception of
the road, a representative on the
Board. The private shareholders,
amounting to about £50,000 more, had
n0 representation in their capacity as
shareholders. They had a reversionary
interest, and a very important interest
in this company. Ail the bonds had
been given precedence to them, and it
appeared to him that this strong rever-
sionary interest ought to have a repre-
sentation, but that representation
should not be excessive. If the hon.
member for Niagara (Mr. Plumb)
claimed two directors out of the twelve,
the municipal corporations having
already two members,.he claimed more

than the House would be disposed to
grant. le thought one representative
for the shareholder-s woulId be fair.

Mr. PLUMB said he had no doubt
the hon. memiber flor Chîateauguay
(Mr. lolton) considered his proposition
a fair one, but he could not. quite agree
with it. The bondholders had a very
sluggish and very remote interest in
the absolute management of the com-
pany, and it was asking very little to
give the shareholders one-sixthl of the
representation on the Board.

Mr. GUTHRIE said le thought
the shareholders should have a separate
represenLation on the Board. The
managem ent by the bondholders was
(ertanlly not (alctlated to advance the
intcrests of the shareholders. It was
to be borne in mind, however, that
four of the twelve directors had to be
resident in England, and if two repre-
sentatives were given to the share-
holders, as proposed, these two, along
with the representatives of the munici-
palities, would constitute halfthe Board.
That would be altogether an undue
proportion of representation for the
shareholders, and he, therefore, thought
the suggestion of the hon. niember for
Chateauguay should be adopted.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
ho quite agrecd with the remarks of
the lion. member for Chateauguay and
those of the hon. gentleman who had

just resumed his seat, and le hoped the
hon. member for Niagara (Mr. Plumb)
would amend his motion so as to give
the shareholders one director.

Mr. PLUMB said, although he did
not quite fully concur in what had
been said, he would anend his motion
as suggested.

Bill, as amended, ordered to be report-
ed.

House resumed.
Bill reported.

CANADA TRAFFIC COMPANY
BILL.-[BILL No. 100.]

(Mr. Workman.)

THIRD READING.

Bill considered in Committee of the
Whole, reported, read the third lime and
passed.
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STJPPLY-PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Committee of Supply resumed.

Mr. MASSON said the hon. member
for Victoria had agreed to allow him
an opportunity of setting himselfright
before the hon. the Premier on a ques-
tion which he put to him before receess,
and to which lie received no satisfactory
answer. He asked the hon. the Pre-
mier to tell the Housethe result of the
surveys between the Pic River and
Sault Ste. Marie. Instead of answer-
ing, the hon. the Premier spoke of the
action of the hon. member for King-
ston respecting the Sault Ste. Marie
survey, and stated that the explora-
tions were made two years ago. He
got no satisfactory answer. He would
read to the H fuse from fansard, in
order to show that there was an ex-
ploration last year, and that le had a
right to enquire as to the result : -

"From Fort William by the Pic River
(the new line) the distance is about 620 miles.
Then if the line were to deflect from the Pic
southward, so as to follow the general out-
line of Lake Superior, to reach the Sault,
and there traverse the borders of Georgian
Bay to Lake Nipissing, the distance froma
Fort William would be about 720 miles, as
near as can be ascertained. A party was
sent out by the Chief Engineer to examine
the country between the Pic River and the
Sault. That work is not yet complete, nor
is it in such a state as would justify us in
giving any positive opinion upon it."

If the Government were not to pass
by that place, it was useless for them
to enter into the explorations. He
thought he had a right to ask the re-
sult of the explorations.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The explor-
ations between the Pic and the Sault
were made, not last year, but two
years ago. I told the hon. gentleman
that before.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he had
thought that, at this Session at least, a
solution of the difficulties that had
arisen between British Columbia and
the Dominion Government would have
been found. It appeared, however,
that no solution had been found. It
appeared that this Government had
resisted any such thing as a solution,
and by some mysterious means, he
knew not what they could be, they bad
induced the Imperial Secretary of
Statg to join with them. He did not

Mr. PLUMB.

know whether these means were
through an agent of the Government
in Great Britain or through private
and confidential despatches of a certain
noble person who haid been sent to
British Columbia. Another delay had
occurred, and that delay had been
taken into considerition by his con-
stituents and the representatives of his
Province, and they had agreed most
generously to grant the First Minister
and his colleagues another year, so as
to complete the obligation they ought
to have performed three years ago.
The hon. the First Minister had endea.
voured to persuade the House that
there was no such portion of British
Columbia as Vancouver Island. He
made this remark because he discov-
ered that the hon. gentleman had not
even made mention of that important
part of British Columbia and ^of the
Dominion. The extraordinary blunder
was made by the hon. gentleman of
putting the statement in the hands of
his ambassador (Mr. Edgar) that, if the
people of Victoria behaved themselves,
they might get the railway froin Esqui-
malt to Nanaimo. It appeared they
were not willing to concede to the hon.
gentleman ail he desired, and perhaps
that was the reason the hon. gentle-
man had for excluding all considera-
tions of Vancouver Island from
the discussion. He would call atten-
tion to another fact : A number of
questions were submitted to the officers
of Her Majesty's Navy, and printed
in the organ of the Government within
his (Mr. DeCosmos') own constituency,
which had entirely excluded any refer-
ence to the harbours of Vancouver
Island. He would ask whether this
was fair to the people of Vancouver
Island, when questions were asked as
to the harbours on the mainland. lIe
believed it was purely a matter of de-
sign. Because the people of Vancouver
would not bend " the pregnant hinges
of the knee " to the hon. gentleman
" that thrift might follow fawning,"
he had, therefore, endeavoured to
crush them. He iNas goingto institute
a survey from Tête Jaune Cache to
Burrard Inlet this year at an enormous
expense, and in the same breath he told
the House that the whole line from the
Kaministiquia to Bute Inlet had been
located. le (Mr. DeCosmos) could not
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conceive what was meant by this. The
bon. gentleman stated that the valley
of the Fraser was the most populous

portion of British Columbia. -He (Mr.
DeCosm os) only wished it was. But it
so happened that it was not, and that
the valley of the Fraser from Tête
Jaune Cache through Yale to Burrard
Inlet was more sparsely populated
than any other great section of British
Columbia. He would refer to the Ses-
sional Papers of the Legislative Assem-
bly of that Province in proof of this
statement. In the whole district that
would be traversed by a railway from
Tête Jaune Cache vid Kamloops to
New Westminster, there would be no
more than 731 votes. There was a small
population in the whole Province, al-
though it paid half as much revenue as
New Brunswick, more than Prince
Edward Island, and much more than
Manitoba. North of the Fraser district
was the Cariboo district, in which there
were 601 voters, and this was not reach-
ed at all by the railway. In his own
district and Vancouver Island district
there were nearly 1,800 voters, and ad-
ded to those of Cariboo, there were
nearly 2,500 voters, and yet his hon.
friend lad the misfortune, he would
not say the audacity, to say that the
Railway vid Kamloops to Burrard Inlet
would pass through the most populous
district in the Province.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gentle-
man knew I referred to the mainland
and not the island.

Mr. DECOSMOS said in British Col-
umbia there was a great distinction as
to the meaning of " the mainland "
from the meaning attached to il in
the other Provinces. In New West-
minster and Yale in British Columbia,
it reant the country through which
the proposed line of the railway passed
between Burrard Inlet and Tête Jaune
Pass. But it stretched many degrees
north of the point indicated by the
Premier. There were 1,500 miners and
somietimes 2,000 miners in the Cassiar
country in 58° to 600 north latitude.
The mainland would also include
OIineca or West Peace River country,
Cariboo, Yale and New Westminster.
HEaving shown these errors of the First
Minister, he would refer to one other
thing : That, were the two lumber mills

burned down to-morrow at Burrard
Inlet, and not rebuilt, oiie half of the
population in Yale and New West-
minster districts would go to ihe
American side, to Puget Sound. The
First Minister lad referred to the valu-
able land on Fraser River. As a fact,
however, there were not perhaps over
400 square miles or 256,000 acres ofivalu-
able arable land along the whole river,
from Yale to the mouth of lie Fraser.
In farms and population thera they
did not exceed the firming population
in his owr district, and were fhr be-
hind that which existed in the dis-
trict of his hon. friend froin Vancouver
(Mr. Bunster); but what was there
from Yale to the mouth of Burrard
Inlet to support a railway ? There
was nothing in the district to support
a railway so far as at present known;
and when they reached the Yale Canyon
there were 60 odd miles of canyon to get
through, which was nothing but a vast
ditch, cut by the water. coursing
through for ages; there was nothing
there unless mineral wcalth was íbund
in the mountains, which were walled
up on each side. Next, they had to
go 40 miles beyond before they found
anything but some high grazing land,
and away down in the bottom, along
the Thompson, some patches of land
that could only be cultivated by irri-
gation. After 40 miles more, at the
end of Kamloops Lake, they found a
high rolling grazing country and a few
farmers. The population of that
country had not increased 50 per cent.
within the last ten years. Wh,'n they
reached Kamloops,they found a deligit-
fui point from which open lands, but
narrow, stretched along the north fork
of the Thompson for 20 miles beyond;
it was comparatively worthless and,
unless mineral wealth were fourid from
Tête Jaune Cache to that spot, it could
not be coasidered as sufficient to invite
the Government to construct a railway
in that direction. If the Government
were determined to bring a railway by
Tête Jaune Cache and Kamloops to Bar-
rard Inlet, he alleged, not oniy from a
Dominion point of view, financially
speaking with respect to the cost and
receipts of the railway, but in the in-
terests of commerce, in the interests of
the industry of their Province, that the
line of railway could not be made a
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success bv the best Administration of
the couitr'y. The sole and whole
reason was that they could not make
a way traffic. It was simply following
a ditch or ditches through the country,
and was not calculated to make a way
traffie or aid in the gaining a large
share of transpacifie traffic. Sup-
posing that they started at Yale and
went down the river with their rail-
way, when they got about 40 miles
above IDurrard Inlet they reached the
Sumass prairie, and from that about
60 miles would take tbem across a
level tract of country to Holmes'
Harbour, Washington Territory, which
could be reached by the Straits of Fuca
without tugs. The consequence would
be that a braneh line from the Ameri-
can side would tap our railway, and
make the actual terminus in American
territory. The Engineer said there
would be necessary 70 miles of steam-
tugging from St. Juan De Fuca to
Burrard Inlet, therefore people
would prefer to go by Puget
Sound instead of going to Burrard
Inlet. He drew the attention of hon.
gentlemen to another point : That, as
a matter of defince if we were to remain
a Canadian people, if we were to build
up a Canadian nationality on this con-
tinent, if we were to look forward to
troublous times, we must regard this
railway not only as an implement of
traffic, but an implement of defence ;
and if so it should not be carried along
the line of the Fraser and down to
Burrard Inlet, for in case of war with
the United States they could easily
cross the frontier and interrupt our
communications. In the report be-
fore this House they found that vessels
approaching Burrard Inlet by way of
.St. Juan must be brought under the
guns of the enemy. He asked whether
a Government, to whom was commit-
ted the defence of our country, would
be justified in building an expensive
line of railway that in case of war
with our neiglibours to the south (a
thing which he hoped would never
occur) the terminus-the very point of
all others which we ought to command
-would be thus placed within the con-
trol of our enemies, He, for one, took
occasion on this which ho believed to
be the altar of his country to denounce
any such doings. And, further, he be-

Mr. DzCosmos.

lieved that the amount of money which
the Government was prepared to spend
this year in surveying the route from
Tète Jaune Cache to Barrard Inlet,
would be a waste of public money, it
would be public money uselessly
wasted in order to gain a year's delay,
and then consult the people of the
country at a general election
whether they would build the railway
or whether they would not. His hon.
friend the First Minister had stated
that he (Mr. DeCosmos) had cheered
the hon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
Tupper) when he spoke of the year's
delay. He had not donc soe; he had
cheered the hon. gentleman when he
stated that there was more agricultural
land and more mineral wealth contig-
uous to the northern than the
southern route. He believed there
was no earthly necessity for delay in
the commencement of the construction
of the Canadian Pacific Railway any
more than there was last year or the
year before, or any year since the hon.
gentleman had entered the Govern-
nient of the country. With respect to
the Bute Inlet route, the next route
north, the hon. gentleman, in referring
to it, took great care, it might be by
way of accident perhaps, not to mention
Frederic Arm. What! did they not
find in the report that it was desirable
to examine Frederick Arm as a port on
the main land after coming down Bute
Inlet, to sec if they could not have a
ferry from there to Otter Cove, a dis-
tance of 15 miles? Why did not the
First Minister mention that fact, and
suggest the utilizing of that ferry,as fer-
ries were utilized throughout the world.
H1e asked the House to examine this
report-this emasculated report, this
report without the appendices. Be-
cause he believed that, if it were full and
complote, they would find statements
in the appendices, in al] probability,
that would give somewhat different
ideas to the House and country than
this defective report was calculated to
give. He might refer to the visit of a
noble personage to his country. Hle
should judge, by the despatch of Lord
Carnarvon, that this noble personage,
among others, had been instructing
His Lordship as to Bute Inlet, and
unfavourably to Waddington Harbour
as a harbour. The captain of the steamer
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Sir James -Douqlas had told him (Mr.
DeCosmos) that, with little trouble, he
could place eighty line-of-battle ships
in Waddington farbour. He (Mr.
DeCosmos) naturally inquired whether
the noble lord had been to Waddington

larbour, but he was sorry to say that
he did not visit it within four miles.
It might be possible, with a powerful
glass, to discover all the advantages of
a harbour four miles off, yet it was a fact
that he did not visit it, though, from
his latest utterances in Victoria before
his departure, he appeared to be unfa-
vourabce to it, and le supposed that
the noble Lord the Secretary of State
for the Colonies Lad received some eue
from thiat quarter, or it might be
from1 other quarters, and so they
had that barbour tabooed ; and had
it said that Burrard Inlet was the
finest harlbur iii British Columbia. On
page 70 of the report they read:-

"Tliat as far as known, Burrard Inlet, an
arim of the Strait ot Geo rgia, is the best har-
bour and the easiest of approacli from the
ocean."

Any one unacquainted with British
Columîbia would read that statement
and fori the conclusion that all the
harbours of British Columbia lad been
passed in review before that statement
was made, vet this was not the case.
But, instead of this harbour being the
inost easily approached from the ocean,
the Engincer himself told them at page
67, " That there was 70 miles of towing
from Esquimalt to English Bay, Bur-
rard Inlet," while there was no towing
at all to reach Esquimalt or to reach
Utchucklesit, at the mouth of Barclay
Sound. Yet here was the statement
that this was the harbour most easy
of approach in British Columbia,
though to reach it they must pass
under the guns of St. Juan, Stuart and
Patos Islands, and through crooked
channels, through tide rips, through
strong currents, and through tides of
which even the best hydrographer in
ler Majesty's Navy was unable to
imake a tide table. li order to enter
this harbour they would have to pass
off Esquimalt, go through the Haro
Canal, be towed for 30 or 40 miles
through a number of islands, then
enter the Strait of Georgia where
they would have a sand bank off the
mn1outh of the Fraser, and when they

104

got no to English Bay they would
find that no full rigged ship or sch ooner
coulid go in there at certain times un-
less the tide and wind w-ere favourable.
The tide at the Narrows flowed in and
out at the rate of six to nine knots an
hour. He had been on board steam-
ers passing in when they had careentd
over at an angle of 30 degrees. This
was the port which hon. gentlemen
proposel to make the terminus of the
Pacifie Railway. If they comrp.red it
with Esquimalt or with Barclay
Sound, any gentleman who had no po-
litical object to serve would see that
this was not the place at whieh to ter-
minute a vast railway wiiich would
cost the Dominion from $80,000,000 to
$100,000,000. What was the whole
story about Waddington Harbour,
Bute Inlet ? It was only, he believed,
proposed to be used as a temporary
stopping place, a temporary huarbour,
until the Dominion Government fbund
itself wealthy enough to construct a
railway along the north side of the
Inlet to Frederick Arm to reach Van-
couver Island by a ferry. Tie route
bad this advantage: that, while the
Burrard Inlet route had no ad\-antage
whatever but the great disadlvantage
of playing into the hands ofAmericans,
the Bute Inlet route would take a cen-
tral position, would strike into the
central parts of Vancouver Island and
would enable the Government to con-
struct a railway 200 miles nearer to
China than the southern route, and
reach Quatsino at the north end of
Vancouver Island, or go to Aliberni
Canal on the west side of the Island,
and it would also enable them to ex-
tend their line to Esquimalt and
would so place us outside to the
westward of our American friends
when competing for transpacific trade;
more than that, by reaching that point,
it would be easier for steamships. He
observed something else in the report
with which he disagreed; it was stated
that the approach to Bute Inlet by the
north of Vancouver Island was more
hazardous and objectionable than that
to Burrard Inlet vid the Gulf of Geor-
gia. But the northern approach to
Bute Inlet was not as hazardous as the
approach from the south to Burrard
Inlet, because the channels were open
and straight, and being so, were much
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more easily navigated than channels
which were tortuous, and which con-
tained other impediments to naviga-
tion. Besides, ho remembered the faet
that far more vessels engaged in the
coal and lumber trade froim the ports
Nanaimo and Burrard Inlet had been
shipwrecked th an had occurred in the
Straits of Fuca, or in navigatng Puget
Sound, shewing conclusively the
danger of navigation in that quarter.
The moment they reached Vancouver
Island vid Bute Inlet, they found coal
and iron, and various other economie
minerals; the climate there was better,
he believed, than that of any otber
portion of the Dominion. There, for-
ests could be turned into a marketable
commodity; there were several chan-
nels for the distribution of merchan-
dise; there was abundance of fish
around the coast, and there was a great
extent of land fit for cultivation and
settlement; and, if the route was run
by way of Bute Inlet, it would come
into that portion of the Province which
was most accessible for immediate set-
tlement; ard theportionthatone dayor
other, no matter who ruled in the
country, would be the ruling section of
the west coast of the Dominion. Let
thein follow up the route--from Bute
Inlet they ascended the valley of
the liomathco. There might be
found as good land for cultivation
at some portions of the Fraser; but, so
far as his information went, what did
they imagine oceurred last year? Dur-
ing the freshet, in Fraser River, along
the route which it had been suggested
that this railway should traverse, and
on the survey of which a large amount
of money was to be expended this year,
the water rose 100 feet above its
ordinary level. The melted snows of
the imountains had gathered in the
gorge of the river, and its waters so
rose 100 feet. What was the case on
the lomatheo ? He was informed bv
engineers and persons who had been
there during the sumnier that the
IHomatheo did not suffer greatly from
freshets. IBy the Bute route a better
means of escape fron treshets and
" wash-outs " was afforded than along
the valley of the Fraser River, unless
the railway route were carried up the
mountain side to a very great
height. After they passed through

Mr. DECosmos.

the great canyon of the Homathco,
that is, through the Cascade Moun-
tains, they reached a plateau of
fine grazing land-as fine as there was
in any other portion of British Colui-
bia. Where the river of this plateau
fell into the Fraser there was good
cultivateable land, and to the north-
ward wheat grew. This Lad been
successfully tried there thirty or forty
years ago by the Hudson Bay Com-
pany. They had heard the testimony
of Prof. Selwyn cited, as to the excel-
lent character of the country stretch-
ing northward from Fort George ; and
they knew that, in the neighbourhood
of Fort James, and far north, the
Hudson Bay Company Lad never
housed their horses during the winter.
Timothy, wheat, oats, etc., grew here,
and the land was as good as it was in
this country. There was no compari-
son between the northern and the
southern route. The latter was a vast
gorge, and, being so, he took it that
their true course was to select
the route best calculated to
prove advantageous to the country.
The First Minister had apparently
taken it for granted that Le was to
bave a year's delay, and $100,000 le
(Mr. DeCosmos) presumed to spend.
The hon. gentleman said they had lost
no time in completing these surveys;
but he believed that the Government
had lost tine, and, if this was not the
case with regard to the prosecution of
the surveys, it was eertainly the case
with refèrence to the commencement
of the Pacifie Railway. In 1874, the
FirstMinister stated through his mouth-
piece, Mr. Edgar, that he (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) would commence the Pacife
Railway from Esquimalt to Nanaimo ;
the hon. gentleman told Lord Carnar-
von the same thing ; and also the
House in the Session of 1875. If the
hon. gentleman could do all this the,.
lie could do it as well now. As far a s
the surveys were concerned, the hon.
gentleman said that the survey Of a
portion of the route from Tête Jaune
Cache to Burrard Ilet had been
made last year, but it was a not-
rious fact that this line had
been surveyed, he believed in 1872.
The bon. gentleman aiso stated that
there was one advantage about the Yale
route : it could be commenced at Yale
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and 100 m iles of river navigation saved,
and people eould descend to New
Westminster during the whole season.
He bad correctea the hon. gentleman
at the moment, for the factwas that a
section, 100 odd miles, of the Fraser,
west ot Yale, was often closed up by

ic during one, two or three montis of
the year. Steamers that carried
freight and passengers betweenVictoria
and Fraser River country, had to go to
Burrard Inlet in consequence of the
ice ; and hence it would be useless on
the part of the G îvernment to con-
struct a line of railway there. The
Premier lad stated that the Yale line
was rather casier of approach. It
might be shorter, for aught he knew,
but what were afew miles in compari-
,on with the Bute line, which gave
more commercial facilities, and opened
up a better country. The hon.
gentleman said that the land
of British Columbia was of no great
value. 11e would admit that a large
portion of its land was not suited for
agricultural purposes ; but he did
maintain, with Prof. Selwyn, the head
of the Geological Survey, that the
Province of British Columbia had more
minerai wealth in it than all the other
Provinces put together. It possessed
more minerai wealth than all the other
Provinces, and under these circum-
stances, lie asked whether their lands
wer'e noi valuable. The whole Cascade
Range, from where the Fraser River
broke until it reached Bute Inlet, was
argentiferous. Those who had visited
the Centennial might have seen bricks
Of silver fiom British Columbia, which
had been taken from this section. In
addition, there was not a stream in
that country from the bed of which
One could not get the colour of gold;
ud in many instances this
'vas the case to 60° north, a
distance of 600 miles. Then, again,
they had the best coal in the Dominion.
In the analysis of coal as shown
1n the report of the Geological
Department, a higher percentage of
carbon vas given to British Columbia
coal thar to the coal of any other por-
tion of the Dominion. The bituminous
coal of Nova Scotia was rated one or
two per cent. below it ; and it was said
that this land, which was rich in gold,
and Silver,and coal and other minerais,

1014

was worthless. The Province also
possessed fine grazing land. The Pre-
mier further had ment ,iedl the state-
ment that they could not increase the
rate of taxation in order to bui lti this
road, but the rate of taxatin had been
increased this year, and h t, ook it thbat
this was really done to fu hil the tirst
obligation and lien on the D.)omîinion,
entered into before the hon. gentleman
acceded to power. It was one of' the
first liens on the Treauriv of the
country ; and it providel loi. the con-
struction of the Pacifie Railway. In
two distinct instances, and possibly
more, the tariff had beern raised and the
taxes increased ; and yet tiey had been
that day told that the Government did
not intend to raise the rate of taxation.
le would take another opportunity to
draw the attention of the louse to
some other points in this regard ; and
more particularly to the transpacific
and transcontinental railways.

Vote agreed to.

79. Pacific Railway Survey
and Engineering............. $100,000

II. CHARGES OF MANAGEMENT.

1. Charges of management... $G9,100

IX. IMMIGRATION AND QUALANTINE.

56. Towards assisting immi-
gration and immigration
expenses, including esti-
mated expense cf trans-
port of Mennonites. ... . . $110,00
Mr. MA SSON asked the reason for

the decrease.
Mr. CART WRIIGHIT said they

thouglit this sun would be sufficient
for ail purposes. It was not likely
there would be any large immigration
to the several Provinces; there might
be some to the North-West.

Mr. MASSON said he thought the
same reason would apply to the pre-
ceding item.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said nearly
$40,000 of the preceding item was for
quarantine and expenses in regard to
measures for protecting the public
health.

Mr. BLANCHET: Perhaps the hon.
gentleman can answer the question I
put yesterday, in regard to the phy.si-
cians,
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the hon.
the Minister of Agricuilture would take
steps to remedy the cvil complained of

In answer to Mr. POPE (Compton),
Mr. CARTWRIGIT said the Chi-

cago and Detroit agencies would be
dispensed with, but it was the iiten-
tion of the Government to continue
the agency at Worcester, Mass.

Mir. POPE (Compton) said he did not
think the expenditure for sending immi-
grants back to France ought to have
been charged to this vote. It ought to
have been charged to "unforeseen ex-
penses."

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said some small
sums in other years had been charged
to the immigration vote. Ile regretted
the expenditure, as it was not in our
interest that we should pay for the re-
turn of inmigraiits.

Mr. MITCIELL said he thought
more was paid for the salaries of agents
than w reg uired. There was no rea-
son, foi in-;tanîce, for an agent in Prince
Edward Island, which was thoroughly
settled. [le would go further and sug-
gest that the list from Quebec down-
wards should be gone through and re-
ductions made.

Mr. DYMOND said he thought it
would be most unwise to accept this
proposition. The time of depression
was only of a temporary chararter,
and soon there would be as large an
influx of immigrants as before. The
cost of the agents was but trifling, and
not one of them received a high salary.
In fact, an addition'was made to the
salary of one of them because it was
not considered sufficient.

Mr. MITCHELL: But they are
only temporary officers.

Mr. CAITWRIGHT: That can bard-
]y be said. Many of them have been
in the service for 15 or 20 years. The
travelling agents were in a different
position.

Mr. MITCHELL said some of the
officers could be dispensed with. For
instance, there was no necessity for an
agent at Prince Edward Island and
Halifax.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac), enquired
whether the appointmont of the agent

Mr. BLANCHET.

at London was considered a permanent
one. le understood it was temporary.

Mr. CARTWRIGIIT: He was sent
there on the resignation of M1r. Jenkins.
What may be done is under the con-
sideration of the Governnient.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) agreed thit
there was no necessity for an agent at
Halifhx. Al that the agent did last
yeair was to write a report of' three
lines. The Province had its own Emi-
gration Agent.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) also
agreed that there was no recessity for
an agent at Halifx, and hoped that
the item would be e:punged.

Mr. POU LIOT said, before the reso-
lution was passed, he wished to make
a few observations. He would, iii the
first plice, reply to the invitation ex-
tended to hii a few days previous by
the hon. meinber for Terrebonne. To
hear the hon. gentiernen opposite, one
would believe that thev had a specitic
reinedy and a veritable panacea foi
all evils. If anything was spoken of,
whieh they believed should or s4iould
not be done in the interest of the
country, these hon. gentlemen bad
always a remedy to offer, and always
said: " Unite with us, and give us
your seats on the right of the Speaker,
and all will then go well." Judging
from the debates during the present
Session, he had reason to believe
that the hon. memuber for Terre-
bonne considered himself heir
pure and simple, and not without
benfice d'invcntaire, of the estate of his
friends who had been in power for
such a length of time, when these hon.
gentlemen did not act as they should
have done with r'egard to the coloniza-
tion of the country; and now these
hon.gentlemen did not take up this mat-
ter to favour colonization, but r'ather
for political purposes, and with a vieW
to affect the approaching elections.
During the few years which preceded
Confederation, when he had the
honour of representing the county he
represented to-day, and when the
friends of colonization demanded that
this question should be properly
treated, he solicited the opening of
roads in his county, and if something
in this respect was granted mach mo"
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favour was shown to the neighbouring
county, Kamouraska, though there
was hardly any land fit for settlement.
During these few years Kamouraska
received for its roads only, besides
considerable sums for the opening of
the Taché road, $26,000, while only
$15,000 was bestowed upon Temis-
couata. Nevertheless, what was the
result ? During the same period of time,
two additional parishes were formed
in Kamouraska, while twelve were
organized in Temiscouata. There was
soiething in addition to be stated,
showing that the hion. gentlemen oppo-
advocated colonization solely for
political purposes. Pressed by the
true friends of colonization, who
demanded that moneys so expended
should be properly employed, the late
Government sent one of its officials to
learn what better could be done, and
to inspect the Taché and other roads
in the coanty of Kamouraska. This
gentleman reported not only that there
were no lands fit for settlement, but
also that one of the roads, on which
work was asked for, was absolutely
useless; that it would have to be made
over again, and that trees bad again
grown upon it. Despite this report,
though the statement was almost
incredible, $600 was at once sent from
Quebec to be expended on this road.
This was necessary, as it was on the
eve of an election in the county, and
it was well known how numerous had
been the electoral contests in Kamour-
aska during many years back. If the
hon. meiber for Terrebonne would
gire him his attention, he would make
hinm (Mr. Masson) the same offer
which be had made to the hon. gentle-
Iman who now sat in another chamber,
the lion. Mr. Archambault, when
at the head of the Department
of Colonization in the Province of Que-
bec. He would accompany the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Masson) over the
roads opened in Temiscouata and
Kçamouraska, and let him see for him-
self how the moneys voted for coloni-
zation purposes had been expended.
If they once passed the parishes estab-
lihed on the St. Lawrence in Kamou-
raska, no more good land would be
found except where a small parish had
been begun in rear of St. Alexandre,
Ilear Temiscouata. This was what the

friends of the hon. gentleman had done
for colonization when in power. He
was glad to be able to say that the
Local Government in the Province of
Quebec seemed to desire to act other-
wise, since a township for repatriation
purposes had already been established
in the county of Temiscouata. As to
the resolution before the liouso, ho
would say that the sums expended on
European immigration were spent ai-
most uselessly, producing no good
effects, at ail events for the
Province of Quebec. Though they
contributed their share under this
head, they saw the immigrants pass
them by and go for the most part to
the United States, while others went
to Ontario and the North-West Terri-
tories. These people did not remain
in the Province of Quebec. He would
mention a fact in this relation: Some
years ago, Mr. McNeider, Seigneur of
Metis in the county of Rimouski,
brought out a number of Scotchmen
and gave them lands and ail that was
necessary for their support; but what
happened ? Nearly ail tiiese persons,
after having remained there for some
years, left the country, Only a few
who had married Canadian women
remained; and everywhere throughout
the Province this was the case. From
the Eastern Townships, European im-
migrants went to the United States,
while many who lived in the Eastern
States left them to settle in the Wes-
tern States. The extraordinary fer-
tility of the lands in the North-West
was loudly vaunted, and pamphlets in
this regard were distributed among
them; but he would say frankly-and
ho was not alone in this opinion- that
he did not place absolute faith in these
writings, for persons, whose veracity
they could not doubt, did not make
these flattering statements regarding
that part of the country. This expen-
diture might be advantageous to
Ontario, but this was certainly not the
case with the Province of Quebec,
though here were vast regions capable
of receiving a considerable population.
If Europeans did not wirh to settle in
this Province, many of their coun-
trymen in the United States asked
for assistance to return ; and some-
thing should be done not only in
this regard, but also to keep those in
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the Province who desired to leave it.
There was room in the Province for
over a million of additional population.
The county of Temiscouata contained
1,333,000 acres. The uncultivateable
land amounted to 200,000 acres, and
there rernained 1,133,000 acres, and
allowing 18 acres for each person, this
would admit of a population of' 74,000.
The present population was about
22,000, and, consequently, there was
room for 52,000 more. The county of
Rimouski contained 3,156,000 acres;
uncultivateable land 400,000 acres ;
there remained 2,736,000 acres, capable
of sustaining a population of 152,000
souls; present population 27,000; ad-
ditional possible population, 125,000.
The county of Bonaventure contained
2,106,000 acres; uncultivateable lands,
600,000 acres ; remainder, 1,506,000
acres, w hich was capable of supporting
83,000 people ; present population
16,000; consequently there was room
for 67,000 more. The county of
Chicoutimi alone coulI support as
large a population as British Columbia
-it included 15,200,000 acres; uncul-
tivateable lands, about 11,000,000 ;
there remained 4,200,000 acres, which
could sustain a population of 233,000.
The present population was about 17000,
and consequently there was room for
216,000 more in this county. The coun-
ties he had mentioned could receive a
population of half a million, without
considering the other parts of the
Province such as St. Maurice, the
Eastern Townships, &c., which could
receive as many more. In view of
these facts, it was evident that some-
thing should be done in this relation
for the Province of Quebec. The other
Provinces in tarn had obtained their
better terms, but they did not ask for
so much- they demanded that they
should at least be placed on the same
footing with these Provinces. Ie
hoped that the members from the
other Provinces would not refuse to
grant this request; if it were other-
wise, he did not believe that any Gov-
ernment could long remain in power.
Some one, a few years ago, had de-
clared that the French Canadians were
an inferior race. Far from admitting
this to be true, he held that they were
inferior in no respect to the inhabi-
tants of the other portions of the Do-

Mr. POULIOT.

minion. He hoped that the represen.
tatives and the people of Quebec
would be as wise as the represen-
tatives and the people of Ontario,
when Confederation, which was to
benefit that Province, was proposed.
They then abandoned their party strife
to secure Confederation, from which
Ontario so largely benefitted. It was
verv true that the hon. members from
Quebec, amongst whom was the present
hon. member for Charlevoix, favoured
Confederation, but the reason why was
known ; they told the people that, Con-
federation accomplished, everybody
would become rich; but the people
saw in what position they were to-day
placed. He hoped that the Govern-
ment would cio justice to the Province
of Quebec. If it did not, it should be
aware of the approaching elections.
The members and the people of the
Province should unite together and see
that, in the future, a portion of the
sums voted for immigration purposes
was expended to secure the return of
French Canadians from the United
States, and to retain in the Province
those who wished to leave it.

Mr. JONES (South Leeds) said he
did not think the salaries of the agents
should be lessened. If there were any
reductions they should be in the direc-
tion pointed out by the bon. member
for Halifax. There were only twO
classes of immigrants encouraged to
come out now, agricultural labourers
and domestic servants. Of the former
there seemed to be a surplus in the
country already, while the supply of
domestic servants was not equal to the
demand. It would not be wise to re-
duce the appropriation, as in all pro-
bability the immigration would sooin
be as great as it had been before. He
would enquire why there was no ap-
propriation for an agent at Belfast.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied it came
under the head of expenses for travel-
ling agents.

Mr. TROW bighly commended the
speech of the hon. gentleman for Tem-
iscouata in advocating the return of the
French Canadians who were now ln
Massachusetts. He (Mr. Trow) thought
it highly desirable that some effort

should be made in this direction. QlitO
a little colony, some 230 or 240 welt
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to Manitoba last year. They had sent
letters to their friends stating that they
were exceedingly well satisfied with
the country. No doubt if inducements
were offered many thousands of French
Canadians wouid return to Quebec or
Manitoba. But ho must say that he did
not approve of the statements made by
the hon. gentleman with reference to
Manitoba. The hon. gentleman's own
countrymen, who had recently emi-
grated there, were well satisfied with
their lot. The seasons in Manitoba,
according to the most reliable informa-
tion, were preferable even to tbose
in the Province of Quebec. Last year
they commenced sowing ten or fifteen
days earlier than they did in Quebec.

Mr. POULIOT: I excepted Mani-
toba in my references to the North-
West.

Mr. TROW said nobody could speak
otherwise of Manitoba. It was proba-
bly the best Province in the Dominion
to which to encourage immigration.
He would instance the Mennonites.
The crops were a total failure during
the first two years in consequence of
the grasshoppers. They had only one
good crop, and yet they were satisfied
with the country, and were trying to
induce their friends to join them.
There were some 6,700, who were
doing a great deal to develop the
resources of Manitoba. There
were upwards of fifty small villages, of
the style they had in Southern Russia,
each containing from sixteen to twenty
houses. They did not isolate them-
selves, as was supposed by some, but
were prepared to mix with other
classes, although retaining their own
ideas and customs. 50,000 Mennonites
in Southern Russia were anxioas to
cone over, their crops having been an
utter failure there for two years, and
they required some aid to enable them
to reaeh Manitoba. He did not like to
hear anyon e discouraging im migration.
La the European market, agents of the
respective fields for emigrants were
striving against each other, and induce-
Inents were held out on behalf of
the Western States, Australia, New
Zealand, Brazil, and other places.
Hion. members should be careful
of raking unguarded statements
in the flouse, as they were seized

upon by agents of rival coun-
tries, to the disadvantage of Canada.
Some years ago an hon. member stated
that there was no mare land in On-
tario fit to be settled upon; and since
that time a million and a half acres
of land had been settled upon, and be-
tween 50,000 and 60,000 settlers had
gone into the Free-Grant Territory;
and there was room enough for ten
times as many more. If the Georgian
Bay road was carried on, it would be the
means of colonizing millions of acres.
In Manitoba and the Great Saskatche-
wan there were 50,000,000 acres of good
arable land which was of no use now be-
cause it was not developed. For the
year ending July last, New Zealand
had expended $1,500,000 to encourage
immigration ; and during the last year
over $500,000 were expended. AI-
though we had greater resources, we
only appropriated $284,000. Accord-
ing to the best authorities, each immi-
grart was worth $1,000; and, there-
fbre, instead of decreasing the appro-
priation, it ought to be increased to
$500,000. If proper enterprise was
shown, many thousands would go from
the United States to the North-
West Territory. ie had recently
received a letter stating that from
forty to fifty persons were
going from Almonte to Manitoba, and
miany were going from the county of
Oxford. The immigration of Canadi-
ans into that territory was certainly
worth more than that of Europeans, as
they were acquainted with the ways of
the country. He was sorry to hear
the Finanee Minister make the remarks
about Manitoba which be did the other
evening, in reference to the grasshop-
per plague. A few years ago the Gov-
ernment had to assist Nova Scotia, and
even Ottawa county, on account of fire
destroying the crops. The Local Gov-
ernment gave $25,000, and the Domin-
ion Government gave something. It
was impossible to speak as to the
future, but there was the best reason
for saying that Manitoba would not be
again annoyed with grasshoppers for
a quarter of a century. In 1872,
89,186 immigrants arrived in Canada;
in 1873, 99,109 ; in 1874, 80,022; in
1875, 44,458 ; and in 1876, 36,549. Of
these there remained in Canada, in
1872, 36,578; in 1873, 50,050; in 187,
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39,393; in 1875, 27,382; and in 1876,
25,633. Thus, during these five years,
179,000 settled in Canada. On the
calculation that they would be worth
$1,000 each to the country, their total
worth to the ]Dominion was
$179,000,000. Last year $284,065
was spent in bringing out immigrant,
who were worth $25,633,000 to the
country.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton): How
can this amount be realized?

Mr. TROW said the immigrants
became producers as well as con-
sumers. The policy of the Govern-
ment should be to make innumerable
homesteads, and not to centralize.
There was too much centralization in
large blocks of land. Even in Manitoba
there was a large portion of the Pro-
vince shut out from actual settlement.
There were railway reserves, Half-
breed reserves, Hudson Bay reserves,
and school reserves, the latter, how-
ever, being proper. Non-resident set-
tlers did not contribute much to the de-
velopment of the country, they building
no roads, and thus retarding settlement.
le hoped that the Government would

cause good reliable information to be
prepared and distributed in Europe.
If that was done, and the agents were
instructed to spread themselves about
the country parts instead of in the
cities of Europe, a good class of immi-
grants would be introduced.

Mr. POPE (Compton) held that the
money ;pent in encouraging immigra-
tion hau not been wasted. It was
estimated that the British immigrant
brought, on an average, $70 a head,
but, calculating that the average was
only $30, it would be found that the
immigrants brought into the country
about three times as much money as
was spent in introducing them. As an
example, he might mention that in
1872 the expense was $261,953, while
they brought into the country $928,000.
That was a matter which ho thought
should be taken into consideration
when the question of immigration was
being discussed.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that the matter
had been so thoroughly discussed in the
able and exhaustive speech of the Chaii-
man of the Immigration Committee,

Mr. Taow.

(Mr. Trow) that there was really
very little to be said on this sub-
ject, and having had an opportu-
nity of speaking when this item
was under consideration by the Com-
mittee before,he would take up the time
of the Committee only to comment
somewhat on the statements made by
the hon. Minister of Vinance in closing
the discussion on this item, when it
was before the Committee last week.
If Le had correctly understood the hon.
gentleman on that occasion, he stated
that, in view of the fact of recent grass-
hopper ravages in Manitoba and the
uncertainty of that country being able,
in consequence, to support a farming
population, he could not consent to the
encouraging of any large number of
agricultural immigrants, at least this
year. Now a statement of this kind
was calculated to injure the North-
West particularly, and our immigration
interests geaeral[y, to a very great ex-
tent. A statement of this sort, involving
a doubt of whether we had a desirable
country to offer to the immigrant,
coming from a Minister of the Crown
from his place in Parliament, might do
very great injury indecd. Pointed to
by the agents of countries whose inter-
ests were competitive or hostile, it
might be made to weigh much with the
emigrants of Europe. To him (Mr.
Schultz) it seemed a suicidal policy, and
one fraught with the worst possible re-
sults to the country. While the Minis-
ter in this House who represented the
Minister of Agriculture was declaring
in bis place his want of conddencO in
the region we had to offer immigrants,
the agents of the Australian Colonies
were using their utnost endeavours to
secure additional population; our atten-
tion was called to this fact by our agent
in London, who, in bis report printed
in that of the Minister of Agricuitm'-e
for this year, said:

" The Australian Colonies continue to
show great activity in the work ot securing
emigrants. First among them stands Queens-
lan d, which employs a number of agents and
lecturers, who, when addressing audienceS
in the agricultural districts, constantly
deprecate emigration to Canada, advOcating
of course, their own colony as a farners
paradise. South Australia has likewise been

very energetic, and its agents in the south of
England, Ireland, Scotland, North GermanY
and the Austrian Tyrol have met with fair
success. Western Australia bas only
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recently entered the fiell as a conipetitor
with other colonies for its share of enigrants ;
its operations have hitherto been conducted
on a small scale. but I an advised that a
very large sumn of money lias recently been
voted by the Parliament of that colony for
this purpose."

The House had heard from the
Cbairman of the Immigration Com-
mittee an estimate of the value of an
individual emigrant to the country,
and he had shewn what it had cost
Canada to secure this class. Hie (Mr.
Schultz) believed that there was one
elass of emigrants which we did not
want, but the scum of the cities who
used to emigrate so largely seemed to
have ceased, and it so happened that
the immigrants whom we now could get
were just those that we wanted. M r.
Klotz stated in the Minister of Agri-
culture's Report that the Mennonites of
last year who took ship at Ham burg
brought with them $175,000. These
estimates, made by the Chairman of
the Conmitttee, showed that we get
thoso immigrants, who were shown to
be anything but paupers, at a cost of a
very few dollars per head, It seemed
to be possible to get those Mennonites
but only till the year 1880, when their
permission to leave Russia eeased; and
this was why he felt so deeply con-
cerned at the policy of the Govern-
ment in this matter. le trusted that
even now, after naving heard the state-n
ments of the Chairman of the Immi-
gration Committee, and of others who
had given the subjeet thought and
consideration, the Ministry would
place an amount in the Supplementary
Estimates which would make this vote,
at least, as large as last year.

Mr. DECOSMOS said he had observ-
ed, during the Session, that pamphlets
pointing out the advantages of immi-
gration to Manîitoba had been freely
distributed. He wished to draw the
attention of the Government to the
fact that ro such pamphlets respecting
a better Provinee-British Columbia-
had been circulated. If the Govern-
ment were not in possession of the
relluisite facts for the preparation of
Fsuch pamphlets, he would suggest that
the Secretary of the Province would,
no doubt, furnish all information
required.

Mr. TROW said, if the hon.
member for Victoria examined care-
fully the pamphlets to which he
referred, le would find that one-fourth
of their contents were taken up with
British Columbia. The Committee on
Immigration had recently sent a cir-
cular to prominent individuals in
British Columbia so that they might
send reliable information or appear
before the Committee next Session.
The Committee desired to give as much
attention to that Province as te others.

Vote agreed to.

XXXI. DOMINION LANDS.

194. Surveys of land, North-
West (i'ling Commission
and Staff)........,............... $ 60,000
Resolutions ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolutions reported.

SUPPLY-CONCURR ENCE.

Resolution 97 (reported April 14th)
read the sec. nd tine and agreed to.

Resolutions 98 to 123 and 125 to 132
(reported April 17th) read the second
time and agreed to.

On Resolution 82, Welland Canal,
$2,000,000, (reported April 1th),

MIr. McCALLTM said he did not
wish to oppose the item, but wished to
point out in whatiespects, as itseermed
to him, an improvement could be made
in the works. He was in favour of
any reasonable amount of expenditure
of money for the imrîîovement
of our canals, if it would have
the effect of giving us the trade
of the West. The people of
this country could weil afford to
appropriate a liberal sum for this
objecL. But the question was whether
twelve feet of water on the St. Law-
rence and the Welland Canals could
secure this western trade. 11e doubted
very much whether it would. But he
was satisfied that fourteen feet of water
would do so. If the Welland Canal were
pushed forward to completion at as
early a day as possible, it would be a
great advantage to vessel owners, ship-
pers and ail those engaged in the car-
rying trade, and enrich those living in
the cities, villages and towns along
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the route, besides being a great advan-
tage to the country generally, as at
present our vessels were shut out of the
coasting trade of the United States.
The more we could increase the trade
from American to Canadian ports the
greater benefit would it be to us, as we
could employ more Canadian tonnage.
We had enterprising competitors for
the great trade of the West, the State
of New York being the principal one.
The St. Lawrence route, by the Wel-
land Canal, was tbe shortest, say from
Chicago and Milwaukee,which were the
principal inland ports of shipment in
the United States. By that route
there was less canal to travel
over in order to reach tide-water,
by over 200 miles. But the State of
New York used influences which this
Governnent and the Canadian people
would do well to take into considera-
tion. In 1870 the State of New York
lowered the rate of toll on the Erie
Canal by one-half; and while business
on the Welland Canal was at a stand-
stili, so far as the Western trade was
concerned, the Armerican canals had
increased in business largely, with the
the exception of this last year. It
might be said that railways would
carry the bulk of the products of the
west to tide-water, but he disagreed
with this-he believed that all heavy
freights must be carried by water;
and besides this there was a greater
wear-and-tear on railways than by
water routes. The G-overnment of the
State of New York had presented the
West with a million of dollars a vear
since 1870, in the shape of tolls taken
off the Erie Canal, and he was sure
before they would lose that trade they
,would renove the tolls altogether, and
the moment they did that, although
we had superior advantages, the trade
would all go that way, by the Erie
Canal and the Hudson River. But if
our canals were deepened to 14 feet of
water the trade was bound to come by
the Welland and St. Lawrence route,
which was the natuIl channel. All
the large lake ports, such as Chicago,
Milwaukee, Cleveland, Toledo and
]Buffalo, had a depth of 14 feet of
water, while the depth of water in the
Welland Canal was at present only ten
feet. The following was the amount
of produce from the Western States

Mr. McCALLUM.

shipped at Buffalo to tide water by the
Erie Canal:-

1865..............
1866..............
1867..............
1868..............
1869 .............
1870..............
1871..............
1872..............
1873... ..........
1874..............

Barrels of
Flour.

142,018
52,325
15,468
5,774

51,928
76,471
47,731

5,172
13.616
49,182

Bushels of
Wheat.

10,202,141
7,772,217

10,109,718
10,369,030
16,463,480
16,738,613
19,028,316
11,601,069
24,569,088
21,672,048

These figures showed an increase in
the number of bushelN of wheat of
11,469,907, and a decrease in number
of barrels of flour of 92,836. Grain
was being carried by rail within the
last few years, but it was carried at a
loss, and that trade must soon cease.
The return of the Canal Board to the
Assembly of the State of New York,
in 1874, showed that in 1865 there
were collected on the canals of that
State, on 4,729,654 tons, tolls to the
amount of $3,839,955, while in 1874
there were only collected, on 5,804,588
tons, tolls to the amount of $2,637,071,
being a decrease of $1,202,884. The
whole cost of transportation on the
State canals, for thirty-eight years,
from 1837 to 1871, was $253,902,985,
and the State Board, after paying for
repairs aid working expenses, received
$73,511,078 in tolls, or sav $1,934,502
per annum, to pay interest on cost,
and they would still rather sacrifice this
large aniount of tolis than lose the trade
which in ceased and enriched the popu-
lation and brought prosperity to the
cities, towns, and villages along the
route. The Hon. Israel T. Hatch,
formerly a member of Congress in the
United States, who was admitted to be
a good authority in trade and com-
merce, said, when addressing the
Chamber of Commerce of New York:

"If the ambitious views of our people in
the North-West, originating in Ciiicago, its
counercial centre, and in New England,
with Boston its commercial centre, could be
realized, the signal flags of your line of
splendid ships would be floating in the ports
of your rivais, Montreal and Boston, for you
would have to send tnem there to get freights.
The North-West aims at direct trade with
Europe, and Boston believes that if
the St. Lawrence Canais can be en-
larged, they can bring their 1argest
class of propellers up the lakes now
engaged in carrying trade from Chicago to

1658 Supply.



supply. 1659

Ogdensburg, and then by rail to Boston,
through the St. Lawrence to Boston, and so
becone respectable rivals to you in the inland
commerce of this country. Schemes to
accomplish these objects are now pending,
and I do not hesitate to say that I believe,
as certainly as that the waters of the St.
Lawrence will continue to flow to the ocean,
that this commercial experinent will be tried
to change the channels and outlets of the
inland commerce of this count1y."

Mr. Hatch was well aware of what
that trade was worth, and he said that
we would be making an effort to take
it away. If we were going to be suc-
cessful in that, the Government must
spend a large amount of money; and,
while the bon. the Minister of Finance
had stated the other day that he ex-
pected to get a large amount of increase
from the Welland Canal (sometbing
like a quarter of a million dollars), he
(Mr. McCallum) believed that if the
Government would give them fourteen
feet of water they might double that
amount, but, if they did not, he doubted
if they could get any more than they
did at present, as all the large vessels
would go to Buffalo,because they could
go there drawing two feet more water,
carrying a larger cargo, and carry at
a less rate of freight, which would
operate against the Welland and in
favour of the Erie Canal. The people of
Buffalo,who appreciated that trade,said,
in 1869, through their Board of Trado:

"It would be folly to ignore the fact
that a great increase lias taken place in
the trade of Canada with Europe in
breadstuffs. The route via the St. Lawrence
leads almost in a direct line from the grain-
growing regions of the west to those nations
of Europe whose people are, and will he, the
chief consumers of grain ex ported from this
country. By a liheral canal policy we may
arrest this diversion of trade and restore the
traffic of very many important articles which
seek other channels through lower rates of
transportation. The observer of last year's
statistics has doubtless noticed that the
trade of Chicago with the Dominion has
largely increased, both in inports and
exports. The Canadians hope to establish a
large direct foreign trade by way of the St.
Lawrence, to and from the west, exporting
wheat by the vessels used in the trade,
returning with salt, hardware, glass,
crockery, carpets, drugs, dyes, etc., and the
estimated value of such imports alone foot
Up to $40,000,000. Would not a reduction
Of tolle on the canal sonewhat disarrange
this programme ?"

They had had that reduction in tolls,
and it had disarranged our programme,

and it had decreased the trade in the
Welland Canal so far as breadstuffs
were concerned ; the tonnage was as
large as ever, but it was all in heavy
goods and not in breadstuffs. The
Buffalo Board of Trade said:

"The plan proposed for receiving the
trade of the great West by the Canadians is
to enlarge the canals around the rapids of
the St. Lawrence, and to increase the capacity
of the Welland Canal to a degree whereby
vessels of large tonnage eau pass direct to
and from the Upper Lakes."

He (Mr. McCallum) saw, on looking
over the Publie Works report, mention
made of the moneys spent on the River
Detroit in renoving some rocks in
that river; and, to show how well the
Americans were aware that they
were our competitors at Buffalo, he
might mention that they had done
no less than pass a vote of thanks
to the hon. the Minister of
Public Works for his action in the
matter. He did not know whether
the hon. member (Mr. Mackenzie) was
aware that, when he was spending this
money, it was directly against the inter-
est of the people of this couitry and in
favour of Buffalo; because it did not look
reasonable that we should want 14
feeL of water in the Detroit River to
enable Amerikan vessels to load
wheat at Ciicago and go to Buffalo,
when they could riot go into the
Welland Canal, drawing 10 foot of
water. Faurther, the expenditure
on the canals, especially the Welland
Canal had paid, he bolieved, !.- per
cent., and, if the Govern ment
would give them 14 feet of water and
they could get the trade to go that
way, he believed the Welland Canal
would pay as a commercial under-
taking. IL was laid down in 1802 by
good authority that the trade of
the inland waters of North Amer-
ica was estimated at 50 millions
of money, and that for fifteen years the
trade going through the Erie Canal by
Buffalo was estimated at $350,000,000.
They had the advantage of us
because they could use large vessels in
the carrying trade. Last year wheat
was sent from Chicago to Buffalo at
2c. per bushel. So long as they had
two feet of water the advantage of us
on the lakes and in their harbours they
would get the trade by the Erie Canal
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and Hudson River to New York. As
to the progress of the work on the
Welland Canal, be had a complaint
to make against the Government.

Mr. HOLTON: Only one?

Mr. McCALLUM said he had more
than one, he had several; but they
were not very serious. The principal
one was that the Government had not
prepared the canal for 14 feet of water.
He made these complaints only in a
spirit of kindness. He wanted to have
the matter attended to a little differ-
ently from the way in which it had
been done. He believed that the
Minister of Public Works had stated,
in 1875, that he would have the enlarge-
ment of the Welland Canal finished
this year. He (Mr. McCallum) had
said, in answer to him then, that lie
would do well if it were finished by
1880. 11e thought the hon. gentleman
was really then referring to
that portion of the work from
Port Dalbousie to Mallette's Pond.
The people were looking to this be-
cause the moment the canal was en-
larged it would revolutionize tbe whole
of the carrying trade on the inland
waters of the country, and so the peo-

le were looking to every word spoken
the Minister of Public Works on

the subject. le thought that he should
be more cautions in his statements
than he was last year. So far as the
work from Port Dalhousie to Mallatt's
Pond, whith was above Thorold, was
concerned, he believed it was under
conract, and lie had no tault to find
wiLh that work. 11e believed it would
be a credit to the country and to those
engaged in it, but at the sanie time he
was exeeedingly sorry that the Govern-
ment did not give that portion of the
canal 14' of water at once. It could
be done 30 per cent. cheapernow than
it could be hereafter, and he was satis-
fied that we would never get the trade
of the West until we had 14 feet of
water. HIe admired the tenacity of
his hon. friend the First Minister in
sticking to anything ho undertook, but
ho would really beg him to con-
sider this matter carefully in the in-
terests of the country. From Mallatt's
Pond to Allan burg they were going
to make a new eut altogether, and ho
thought the Government should pre-

Mr. MCCALLUM.

pare it for 14 feet because they could do
it much more cheaply and easily now
than afterwards. They had 14 feet at
Port Dalhousie ; they were preparing
for it at Port Col borne; they were going
to build a new aqueduct and were pre-
paring that for 14 feet; they lad very
little left. Hie believed the new eut
from Mallatt's Pond to Allanburg for
14 feet of water was to cost $850,000.
So far as this rock cutting at Port Col-
borne was concerned, if they looked at
Mr. Page's report they would sec that
he said in 1870 that it would take
more, or as much, to remove the water
from the rock as to remove the rock
itself. If the Government did not do
it now for 14 feet they would have to
do it hereafter, as their policy evi-
dently was, if he rightly understood
his hon. friend, to make the Welland
Canal 14 feet deep. He would quote
from Mr. Page's report in 1872, with
respect to the expenditure on the
feeder. Of course it was intended, in
the first place, to allow the business of
the canal to go through by the feeder
for one continuous year, in order to
allow them to do this rock cutting in
the summer. That work had been
abandoned after spending something
like $150,000 ; and the work was all
completed except about six cul-
verts to be lowered down in order
to give two feet more to the feeder.
le knew that some members of the
House had disapproved of it; but he
had never said that this was Mr. Page's
fault. Mr. Page was mistaken in this
respect. He did not think it was the
fault of Mr. Page, but the fault of the
Government, who had not sustained
Mr. Page in carrying out the work. To
save the paltry expense of $15.000 or
$20,000, two feet of water for 21 miles
of navigation was to be lost. H was
aware, of course, that this could not be
done next summer, but next winter,
and if such was the intention he
hoped that it would be done at an
early day. If they were to receive
$250,000 additional revenue from the
canal eilargement, the sooner the
work was completed the better it
would be. His hon. friend the Miii
ter of Public Works had said they
might use the old acqueduct with
alterations; but he trusted that the
Government would do nothing of th
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kind, as it would be only throwing
money away. This canal should be
prepared for fourteen feet of water.
Mr. Page said, in reference to the
rock cuttings and improvements on
the feeder:

" To enlarge and deepen the rock eut
below Port Colborne, will take at least three
winters, if confined wholly to winter work,
during which time this portion of the canal
must be unwatered. This would not, how-
ever, interfère with that part of the canal
below the junction, a. it would, as usual,
receive its supply from the feeder.

"nl regard to vour enquiry as to whether
a scheme can be suggested by which a
sufficient quantity of water can be intro-
duced into the caînal to guard against a
scarcity such as was experienced during the
past season, I beg to suibmit, for the consid-
eration of the Department, the following
remarks:

" Although the Grand River has failed, in
periods of great drought, to afford the full
supply for all the requirements of the present
canal under existing arrangements, there is,
even at these times, a large area of deep
water above the dam at Dunville, from which
it is quite probable the necessary quantity
-coult be drawn, if the botton of the feeder
were at such a level as would permit of this
beirg doue.

"lt is therefore proposed to deepen the
feeder about two feet from the junction to the
Port Maitland Branch atBroad Creek; thence
.continuing upwards to Dunville, where the
additional depth would be fully 18 inches.

" All slips or accumulations found along
the lower parts of the banks to be removed-
the rank growth of weeds that partially
obstruet the channel to be cleared away, and
generally all sncb work done as may be
found necessary to secure as free and uniform
a flow of water as possible. This, if done,
would doubtless afford the means of passing
an increased supply at ordinary times ; whilst
at low water it would admit of a greater
relative surface inclination, without materi-
ally diminishing the present sectional area,
which, at such tines, would, of course,
greatly augment the flow.

" It is therefore believed that, were this
suggestion acted upon, the recurrence of such
difficulties as have hitherto been experienced
in very dry seasons would,to a great extent,
be avoided by a simple and practical remedy,
the benefits froi which might be secured at
a reasonable cost, and without entailing any
outlay whatever for future maintenance.

" There is also another advantage that
would result from the carrying out of this
scheme, theimportance of which can scarcely
be overrated when viewed in connection with
the question of canal enlargement.

" The widening and deepening of the rock
cnt below Port Colborne 15 of itself a work
4hat, under the most, favourable circum-
stances, cannot fail to be attended with great
difficulties, and these will be very much
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greater if the operations are confined solely
to the winter months.

" In the latter case the work would have
to be unwatered in sections, and the dams
constructed for that purpose in the fail must
be removed in the sprng ; at each recom-
mencement of the operations that part of the
canal to be proceeded with would have again
to be entirely emptied by pumprng.

" There ie no other mean 9 of obviating this
than to turn the navigation through the
Port Maitland route, as was done when the
present works between the junction and Port
Colborne were in progress. This, the deep-
ening of the feeder would admit of being
carried out, in case the Grand River would
supply the necessary volume of water.

" Hitherto there has been, in ordinary wet
seasons, an abundance of water for all
purposes connected with the present canal,
with 'he feeder as it now is; but were it
deepened two feet througihout to Port Mait-
land Lock, there wouldle at such times not
only the means of admitting the supply, but
also of passing vessels of the full dimensions
and draught of those in use in the existing
canal.

" The arrangements necessary for this
purpose under the circumstances above
mentioned,it is believ.ed, could be effected
without any serions inconvenience to the
trade.

" To enable the time to be fixed when the
route could be temporarilv changed, the
height of the Grand River would require to
be noted and careful observations made of
raiu-fall during the early part of the summer
which would doubtless enable a tolerably
correct opinion to be formed as to when it
would be judicious to close the line leading
to Port Colborne.

" If a wet season were to occur within two
years after the works of enlargement were
commenced, and the route could be chanc'ed
in the early part of July, it might reasona>ly
be concluded that by proper arrangements
nearly one year's uninterrupted work on the
improvements would be secured.

" This would enable the operations between
the junction and Port Colborne to be urged
forward more expeditiously, and at less cost,
than if they were protracted over a series of
winters.

" There is reason to believe that the
difficulties which might be anticipated in
uavigating the comparatively narrow channel
of the feeder, would, to a great extent, be
obviated by the formation of additional
passiug places.

" It must be evident that, were this route
brought into use for a time, the execution of
the new wrks would be greatly facilitated,
and in this way the pressing demands of the
traGie met at a nuch earlier period.

" The cost of deepening and cleaning out
the feeder as proposed, would be about
$70,000, to which should be added $20,000
for additional passing places, or in all s
$90,000.
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" I therefore advise that the necessary
authority be obtained Jor tliis expenditare, so
that arrangenen ts can be made for the
commîencemeit of the work imniediately
after the opemnng of navigation next spring.

" Bv adopting this course the benefits to
be derived iroi the improvement will be
realized with the least possible delav."
Of course, the work would have to be
donc in winter, as in summer it would
interfere with navigation. He did not
think that it could be done in one or
two years, but it would take several
years; and this would give sufficient
time to prepare the balance of the
canal for iourteen feet. He was not as
much interested in the canal enlarge-
ment as the members for Montreal,
Kingston, Toronto and Quebec, who
were deeply interested in its improve-
ment; and he called upon them-
especially those who were Ministerial-
ists-to use their influence with the
Government to secure the deepening of
the canal to fourteen feet; and he was
perfectly certain that, unless this was
done, the expoctations as to revenue
would not be realised. If the Govern-
ment did not change their policy in
this respect, they would live to see that
they were wrong, and that their policy
was not in the interests of the country.
Besides, if the depth was now increased
to fourteen fet, the labour could be
done 30 per cent. cheaper than would
be the case in a few years; and the
extra two feet of rock cutting could be
done 100 or 200 per cent. cheaper than
it could be done if the rock had to be
again unwatered. There was every
reason that this work should be pushed
forward t- completion without delay.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

-Resolutions 133 to 145 (reported
April 18th) read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution 146, for Indians, Que-
bec, $2,200,

1r. LANGEVIN said he hoped that
the Government would not forget the
p resent unfortunate condition of the
ndians in the Province of Quebec.

They were badly in need of additional
aid ; and thev had been deprived of
thoir fishing rights.

Mr. MACIENZIE said that since
the recent discussion on the question
they had not had time to look into it.

Mr. MCCALLuM.

Hle thought, however, that it would be
better in the meantime to re:store to
chese Indiais their fishing rights.

Resolution read the second time and
aqreed to.

On Resolution 168, Canada Gazette,
$40,00.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he wished to call the attention of the
First Minister to the report made by
the Boundary Coinmissioners. Major
Cameron's report had never been
brought down.

Mr. MACKENZE said that this
report had not been made to them but
to the Imperial Government. A printed
copy had, however, been sent them.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Have
you any objection to bring it down ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Not in the least.
Resolution read the second tine and

agreed to.
Resolutions 147 to 167 and 169 read

the second tine and agreed to.
On Resolution 170, unforeseen ex-

penses, $50,000,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it was of importance that this vote
should be applied simply to expenses
which were unforeseen. For instance,
the expenses of His Exc1 lency in Brit-
ish Columbia had been charged to this
fund. It was known that His Excel-
lency was going to visit that Province
and there ought to have been a vote to
cover the expense.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he felt the
general justness of the hon. gentleman's
remarks. It was not dofinitely known
that the visit referred to would be
made by His Excellency, owing to cir-
cumstances which he could flot state.

Mir. MILLS said he had found on
inquiry that the $5,000 expended for
the British Columbia Indian Commis-
sion was taken out of the Indian appro-
priation for that Province, and not Out
of the unforeseen expenses as he at
first stated.

Resolution read the second tine and
agreed to.

.Resolutions 171 to 186, and 188 to
192 read the second time and agreed to.

On Resolution 193, Post Office,
$1,769,800,
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Mr. LANGEVIN asked whether the
Government intended to increase the
Postal Service betweei the West Indies
and Canada.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman would remember that two
years ago the Government invited
tenders for that service, more with a
view of ascertaining the practicability
of establishing a steamship line-osten-
sibly to carry the mails. The lowest
tender received was $100,000 per
annum, and they felt this was an
amount whieh the country could
scareely afford. Since then the Gov-
ernnent had been making inquiries
about the trade which might be es-
tablished with the West India Islands,
which was a very difficult one to
estimate. Very little of our national
products could be established there
with advantage. The people of those
islands consumed a great deal of grain
and flour, which they had been able to
obtain cheaper, and in one respect
better, f-om a market much nearer to
them than ours. Our flour would not
keep in the West Indies; it soured in
a short time, and sone new process
for grinding would have to be adopted
before we could trade in that article
with the islands. There was also
anoth er difficulty. The mnost lucrative
trade would be with Cuba, which was
in a chronie state of insurrection, and
therefonre difficult to have any com-
mercial dealings with. The other
islands which were best for the pur-
poses of trade were Havanna and
Jamaica. But the whole question was
surrounded with a great many difficul-
ties, and while they had not given up
the idea of establishin- some new
trade with the West Indies, the Gov-
ernment dId not feel justified in asking
for a vote for the purpose just yet.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he had
no doubt the hon. the Premier had ac-
curately estimated some of the difficul-
ties in opening up a trade with the
islands, but the louse would admit
that if we were to have an increase of
trade with that part of the world it
could only be done by obtaining more
information on the subject. It might
not be amiss if, during the recess, the
Government would collect information
in regard to the articles which could

be exported to the West Indies-the
quantity consumed, etc. Last atutumn
he directed his attention to this subjeet,
and he sent some 0 or 40 eirculars to
parties in the islands, enelosing a list
of 60 or 70 articles of oir piroduction,
and asking for a return ns Io the quan-
tities consumed and the season at
which they were required. le had
received a great many replies, anîd lie
would be glad to place the informa-
tion thus acquired at tle disposal
of the Goveriment if ai any time
they thought it would be of service.
Of course we could env have a suc-
cessful trade if we (ould import in
return.

Mr. MACKENZIE said tlie Govern-
ment would be glad to get the infor-
mation the hon. gentleman possessed,
and they would endeavour to collect
such other information as would per-
haps justify some action next Session.

Mr. LANGEVJN said he refe-red
especially to the postal service, which
must accompany the trade. if that
service was fnot effected our commercial
relations with the islands could not
very well bc increased. He knew
that letters took a month and a month
and a half in coming fron the West
Indies, and ho knew of a case of a
gentleman in Ottawa whose corres-
pondence from those islands had taken
two months to reach him.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) : Oh, no.

Mr. LAlNGEVIN: Perhaps it was
sent to England before it carne bere.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It takes a long
time to reach the West Indies, even
fr-om New York, as there is only one
boat a month.

Mr. JONES (Halifax): Boats are
leaving every week.

Mr. LANGEVIN: With a postal
service of that kind,we cannot increase
our commercial relations withl the
West Indies. As several of the Gulf
steamers have stopped runniig on
account of the railway compctition, I
think one or two of them might be
given a subsidy to run to the West
Indies and carry the mails.

Mr. JONES (Hlalifax) said he did
not undervalue the importan ce of rapid
communication with the West Indies.
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If a subsi]y were granted, the steamers
could only go as far as St. Thomas.
There was nothing for a steamer to
carry on that route excepting the
mails, and therefore it could obtain
nothing except the Government sub-
sidy, which would not be sufficient.
There was a monthly mail from Halifax
to the Berinudas, but it was so uncer-
tain that they preferred to send their
correspogdence vid the United States.
Steamers ran to and from between the
West Indies and New York, Charleston,
S.C., New Orleans, Philadelphia and
Baltimore. Sonetimes they could not
connect with the mail steamer at St.
Thomas.

Mr. FORBES cited an instance
where coriespondence had been de-
tained at St. Thomas a month. If the
steamer froin below was late, the other
steamer would not wait at St. Thomas
to connect.

Mr. DOMVILLE said the whole dif-
ficulty lay in the two steamers not
connecting at St. Thomas. This hap-
pened once a year, and occasionally
twice a year. Unless letters were sent
to consignees at Philadelphia or Balti-
more, they would probably be delayed
several nonths.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

POWERS OF LOAN COMPANIES
BILL.-BILL No. 114.]

(Mr Cartwright).
SECOND READING.

Bill read the second time.
Huse adjourned at

Twenty minutes before
One o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Saturday, 21st April, 1877.
The Speaker took the Chair at Three

o'clock.
OIRDNANCE AND ADMIRALTY

LANDS BILL.-[BILL No. 111.]

(-r. Mill.)
SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.
Mr. JONIS.

Mr. MASSON said this Bill gave
enormous powers to the Government;
it, in fact, put into their hands the
disposition of all the lands belonging
to the Ordnan ce, so that they could sell
them by private sale to private indi-
viduals just as they chose. It was true
that the Bill provided that only No. 2
class should be sold, but there was a
proviso which made it optional with
the Government to take any of the
lands from one class and transfer them
to the other. There should be some
provision to restrict the powers of the
Government in that respect, as other-
wise they might be subject to pressure
to force the sales.

Mr. LANGEVIN said th e Bill divided
the land into two classes, Nos. 1 and 2.
Those in the first class were rctained
for the country and would not be sold,
but thc others could be sold the same
as other land. All the fortifications
and strategie points the Government
possessed were included in those lands,
and only those not required for mili-
tary purposes should be disposed of.
He thought the classification should
take place during recess, and that the
list should be submitted to Parliament
for approval before any sales were
completed. A great principle was
involved in this question, and if great
care was not exercised a blunder night
be made which would be regretted for
all time to come.

Mr. BLAKE said power was vested
in the Governor in Council to sell a
large portion of those lands. This mea-
sure would divide them into two classes
-one of which would be retained for
defensive purposes and the other would
be sold. He went a considerable dis-
tance with the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Langevin) in this matter. There was
no doubt that the various forts ought
not to be disposed of without the ex-
press sanction of Parliament, nor was
it to be presumed such a thing would
be attempted. They had found it very
difficult to make a classification, and it
was not possible to prepare a schedule
of the two classes which would be made
to present to the House this Session;
he might say, however, that this would
be attended to before next Session. It
might be advisable to insert a provision
to the effect that any sales made during
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recess sbould not be binding until they
were submitted to Parliament. That
appeared to be the best plan of giving
a certain measure of elasticity, at the
same time reserving Parliamentary
supervision over the question of policy.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he thought the
suggestion of the hon. the Minister of
Justice was a good one.

Mr. BARTHE said there were a
great many of those lands at Sorel
which formed part of the county he
represented. He approved of the Bill,
as he thought the lands ought to be
sold ; but he would like to have seen a
clause in the measure providing that
the sale should be by public auction,
except when the land was required for
some publie purpose, and then the Gov-
ernment should have a certain amount
of discretion. It was in the interest of
the Government and the public to pre-
vent speculation, and selling lands
publicly would prevent anything of
that kind. It was also in the interest
of the localities that the lands should
be sold, as they would pay taxes and
80 belp on the towns.

Mr. iMILLS said there would be
some difficulty in carrying out the
suggestion not to make any sales until
sanctioned by Parliament. He would
promise to bring down a schedule next
Session showing what lands were in the
first class and were not to be disposed
of by the Government, but to be
retained for military purposes. He
quite agreed with the hon. member for
Sorel (Mr. Barthe) that there shoald
be no private sale, except in a few
cases. In some instances, the land was
Of comparatively little value, and he
thought compelling the sale by public
auction would not work satisfactorily
in regard to such lands.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought that this property, whether
Of small or of large value, should be
seld by publie sale. When this property
Was transferred by Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment to the Government of the old
Province of Canada, the Government
of the day had always drawn a clear
distinction between this property and
the other public lands of the Crown.
ln thiq regard they had no discretion ;
the Gove.nment were appointed trus-

105

tees for the sale of the land, and a posi-
tive pledge was made by the Canadian
to the Imperial Government that these
lands should be sold to the best advan-
tage, and that the price obtained
should be vested for the support and
defence of this country. The hon.
gentleman would find that a special
account had always been kept of the
sale of these lands which were sold
on valuation and at the highest
possible price. The Government
thought that they bad no discretion,
and that they could allow of no other
consideration than that of actual value
to intervene. It seemed to him it
would be well that the land should be
sold, and the Government rendered
free from all responsibility in connec-
tion with the sale. In their day, and
no doubt it -was the case now
suggestions were made and combina-
tions formed here and there for the
purpose of purchasing particular lands.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Such as the
Sarnia lands ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the hon. gentleman could tell all
about the Sarnia lands. He did think
that, for the comfort of his bon. friend
with respect to these lands, they
had better be sold by auction. The
small parcels could be advertised with
the other parcels, and then they would
have no trouble about it.

Mr. HOLTON said he wisbed to say
a word as to the policy of making con-
cessions at nominal prices to municipal
bodies or the public in this relation.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: You
cannot do that with respect to these
lands at all.

Mr. HOLTON said he was entirely
opposed to this policy, and for this very
simple reason, they bad taken over
these lands from the Imperial Govern-
ment in consideration of undertaking
certain duties with respect to the
defence of the country and the main-
tenance of the militia. Now the price
paid for this land was paid by the
whole country. The valuable portions
of the lands were chiefiy situated
within the limits or in the neighbour-
hood of the principal cities, as Quebec,
Montreal, Kingston, Ottawa, Hamilton,
Toronto, London, &c., and if these
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lands, which were of very considerable
value, were to be donated to these
communities, the general body of the
tax-payers outside of them had to pay
the price, and more than their share of
it, in the shape of taxation for the main-
tenance of the militia and the defence
of the country. It might be, he
thought, fairly assumed that tie rosi-
dents ofthese cities were in as good a
position as the average tax-paying
population of the country to meet their
own burdens, embellish their own
towns, and acquire land for any public
purpose whatever ; and the policy,
therefore, of donating or conceding at
niere nominal prices considerable
tracts of these Ordnance lands to muni-
cipalities was, in his opinion, a vicious
one, founded on an erroneous principle,
and unjust to the general body of the
taxpayers outside of these cities.

Mr. PLUMB said that some of these
lands might have a value which was
not altogether apparent, such as
being desirable for sportsmen, when
situated along the shores of the lakes.
They, consequently, maight command
high prices for various reasons. There
was a large reserve of some 300 or 400
acres in the town ofNiagara; and it was
proposed to deal with about 64 acres
of it, located at the mouth of the river.
It would be, he thought, entirely unad-
visable, under any circumstances, even
though certain lands might not be
very valuable, to sell them by private
contract. He hoped that the sales
would be left open to public competi-
tion, preventing the suspicion that any-
thing unfair could be done by combina-
tions or anything of that character.

Bill read the second time.

QUEBEC HARBOUR ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.-[BILL No. 105.]

(,Mr. Smith, Vestmoreland.)

THIRD READING.

Order for third reading read.

Mr. DE ST. GEORGES moved:
" That the Bill be notread the third time,

but that it be referred back to the Comnittee
of the Whole with instructions that they
have power to anend the saie by strikin~g
out paragraph 8 of clause 18, and to insert.
the fofowing instead thereof:-On schooners

Mr. HOLTON.

and barges of from 25 to 100 tons, for each
time the vessel uses the Harbour of Quebee,
$1, or on each vessel for the season $5; on
schooners and barges from 100 to 250 tons,
$1 for the first 100 tons, and one cent fbr
each ton over 100 tons, or $10 per annuni."

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
that ho had communicated with the
Harbour Commissioners, who were
opposed to the amendment. At pre-
sent, from the vessels referred to in
the clause in question, a revenue of
$2,200 was obtained ; and the expenses
of collection amounted to $725 leaving
$1,475 of clear revenue. The result, if
the amendment were adopted, would
be to reduce the revenue by about
$1,000, and as the expenses of collec-
tion would be the same, the revenue
would be lowered to about $475.

Mr. MITCHELL said he did not
think that they should disturb the
arrangements made by the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries. If a clear reve-
nue of' $475 was all that would be ob-
tained if the amendment were adopted,
ho thought that, in that case, these
vessels might as well be admitted free.
He would oppose the amendment.

Question put and amendment nega-
tived on a division.

B3il1 read the third time and passed.

PROVINCIAL GREAT SEALS
BILL.-[BILL No. 115.)

(Mr. Blake.)

THIRD READING.

Mr. BLAKE said ho did not propose
to go into any lengthened details re-
garding the Bill, as the correspondence
which had been laid on the table itself
gave the history of the events that
had led to the present difficulty. It
would suffice to say tha,, shortly after
Confederation, suggestions or directio nS
were made for seais for the four Pro-
inces as well as for Canada. In the
136th Section of the British North
America Act, express provision waS
made empowering the Lieutenant-
Governors of Ontario and Quebec to
alter, from time to time, the Great
Seals of these Provinces; but nO such
provision was extended to the Pro-
inces of New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia. The matter so stood for a
number of years, until th# question

Business.(COMMONS.]



Seals Bil. 1667

was raised in Nova Sotia, in a case
before the Courts, as to whether or not
the old seal was valid. Upon this
questionl, although the case was dis-
posed of on other grounds, the majority
of the Judges of the Supreme Court
seile to have coie to the cocuion
that the new seal was the proper seal.
Much excitenent appeared to have
been aroused for a time, as, of c>urse,
if this proposition was correct, the old
Seal, which had been used for so many
vears, was not the Great Seal, and any
proceedings held under it would be
void. The consequences, under these
circumstances, wovuld be serious. It
appeared from the paners brough t
down, that the Local Legislature of
Nova Scotia had taken several steps
with the view of adjusting the difficulty.
Amongst them were two Acts on the
subject. The first vested in the
Lieutenant-Governor in Council the
power to alter the Great Seal; and the
other recognized the validity of the
Acts executed under the old seal.
The third action taken by the
Local Legislature was the passage
of an address praying the imperial
authorities for power to alter the seal
and to validate the ants executed under
the old seal. The papers lately laid
on the table would show that it was
the opinion of the Law Officers of the
Crown,-and his own opinion was con-
sonant therewitl-that the Local
Legislature had power to pass an Act
to fix and change from time to time
the Great Seal of the Province. It was
their opinion, however, that the Dom-
Miinion Parliament had better pass an
Act validating these Acts exeuted
under the old seal, and giving the
Lieut.-Governors in Council of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick the same
powers in this respect as had been
given to the other Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec. He did not introduce the
iBill without considerable reluctance.
le presumed that the opinion of the

ILaw Oficers of the Crown was that the
Governor-Genral occupied the same
pisition to the Lieut.-G-overnor as Her
M1ajesty did to the Governor-General,
and that, as Her Majesty had the power
to appoint the Great Seal for Canada,

Ro lis Excellency the Governor-Gene-
ral might delegate the power to the
Lieut. Governors of the Provinces in

Coimcil to appo)int the seals for the
Provinces. He confesse ihat it was
a serious question whether thais Legis-
ature haid the right to interrere, and

that it would require the suongest

.posible evidence to show tant any
of the rights which, unquestionably,
belonged to two of the Provîinces
did not belong to the others. Hle
thought that the intention of the
Imperial Aet upon the sublect was
manfestly to place all the Provinces
upon the same footing. Owing to the
exceptional circumstaneos under which
the Provinces of Nova Seotia antd New
Brunswick had been created, the reeog
nizing power had been rendered noces-
sary before the Executive Council could
be appointed. It would seen, there-
fore, that the power to alter the Great
Seal was rather recognized than given
at that time. The power was implied
to exist, but the British North Ameri
can Act, which united them as a part
of the Dominion and then disunited
them into two Provinces, clearlv, in his
opinion, gave the respective Lieut.-
Governors in Council power to alter the
seals. As the Law Officers of the Crown
suggested an Act of the Dominion Par-
liament, validating the acts exccuted
under the old seat, and givinig the
Lieut.-Governor in Council power to
alter the seal, could do no liarm, while
it might prevent anuy doubt in judicial
proceedings.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said the
ion. the Minister of Justice hatd acted,
very properly in bringing down this
Bill, as the judicial consequences froum
any delay or doubt might be ve-y seri-
ous. fHe, therefore, thought that the
adoption of the suggestion of the Lon-
don law office was very judicious. le
quite agreed with the interpretation of
the British North Amorica Act given
by the hon. the Minister of Justie. Hie
had been always of the opinion that the
power given to theLieut.-Governor.s of
Ontario and Que bec had also been given
to the Lieut.-Governors of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick. However that
might be, it was quite right that this
legislation should take place to prevent
any mischief.

Bill read the second time, considered
in Committee of the Whole, rejorted,
read the third time and passed.
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SUPPLY-CONCURRENCE.

On Resolution 48, to meet expenses
in connection with the consolidation
of the Laws, $8,000 (reported February
27th),

Mr. BLAKE explained that he pro-
posed to employ for the most laborious
part of the work some young prac-
titioners as secretaries, but he had not
made any definite arrangements. He
had arranged, however, to secure the
services of Messrs. MePherson and
Langton, who had been engaged on the
work of consoli 'ation of the Laws of
Ontario. There were nany difficulties
in the way, and he had had to post-
pone the work.

Resointion read the second time and
agreed to.

SUPPLY-PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved:
" That Mr. Speaker do now leave the

Chair for tie ouse to go again into Corn-
mittee cf Supply."

Mr. TUPPER: Mr. Speaker, in
rising to make the motion of which I
gave notice to the louse, I may say,
at the outset, that I intend, so far as
possible, in the remarks I shall have to
nake in reference to this very import-
ant question, to endeavour to pursue
the course which the hon. the First
Min ister marked out for himself in tbe
observations he addr essed to the House
on this subject yesterday. He said he
intended to deal with the subject,
-apart fron considerations of a
party or political character. Now,
I an afraid it vill not be in my power
altogether to pursue that course; but
in dealing with a question of such
magnitu e as the policy of the
Governinent in regard to the great
national work of the country, I will
contine myself, as much as I can, to a
statement ot the facts in regard to the
course pursued by the Government
as they present themselves to my
mind, and, so far as may be pos-
sible, without drawing into the con-
.sideration of the question any-
thing calculated to turn the atten-
tion of the Iouse aside from the real
rnerits of the subject under discussion.

Sir JoHN A. MACDONALD.

It is fortunate that, ut the outset, both
parties are able to agree as to one
point-that is, not only Io the import-
ance, but, I may add, the n2cessity of
the construction of the Canadian Paci-
fie Railway. The hon. the First
Minister has himself, on more
than one occasion, given to the
House his own emphatic opinion
that the construction of this work was
a matter of the gravest public neces-
sity. It is quite impossible for any
person to look at the position that
Canada occupies without arriving at
that conclusion. We had obtained
possession of a vast and magnificent
country-the fertile prairies of the
North-West-and it became at once
apparent that if that boundless field
for cultivation and fer settlement, a
country in extent and fertility not to
be surpassed by any country on the
face of the globe were to be utilized
and made to subserve the interests of
Canada as it ought to subserve them,
means of rapid and easy intercom muni-
cation between the old and settled
portions of Canada and that
fertile section of country, the prairies
of the North-West should be estab-
lished as early as possible. Then,
when we caine to look ut the position
which British Columbia occupied, the
necessity became still greater. The
importance of adding Bri tish Columbia
to the consolidated British North
American Provinces comprised in the
Dominion of Canada, requires no argu-
ment at my hands. It was only
necessary to look at the position
Columbia occupied, extending along a
considerable portion of the Pacific
coast, and lying in proximity to our
neighbours to the south of' the hine, tO
sec that, if we were to derive the
advantages desirable, that if this
country was to obtain the consolidation
that was necessarv, it was certaily
necessary that, at as early a period
as possible a line of railway should be
established from one end of this coun-
try to the other, uniting and consoli-
dating it. It was under that
impression that the construction
of a Canadian Pacifie Railway became
a part of the policy of the late Govern-
ment. It is quite true that measures
had been suggested, and suggested by
parties froi that Province, which,
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while involving the necessity for the
construction of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, deferred to a more remote
period the accomplishment of the
work ; but when the Government came
to examine and investigate the whole
of that question, they came to the
conclusion that the most economical
mode-the mode most advantageous
to the interests of British Columbia, as
well as of all Canada-would be to
enter upon that work, and, if
possible, secure, as far as the means of
the country would permit, the con-
struction of that railway as promptly
as was possible. A great deal has been
said with regard to the arrangements
made on that occasion. It would not
have been necessary for me at this time
to direct the attention of the House for
a single instant to the legislation which
has taken place, or to the proceedings
in Parliament in reference to this
question, but for a statement, which, I
am sure, was inadvertently made by
the hon. the First Minister on a former
occasion,-that down to 1873 no scheme
for the construction of the
Canadian Pacific Railway had
been propounded. The House
will remember that on the lst of
April, 1871 (and I will only turn to
public records in regard to these
matters, if hon. gentlemen should
question the statement I am making
to the House), the address containing
the terms of Union between British
Columbiu and Canada was passed in
this louse. Hon. members will re-
nember that during the progress of
the discussion on the question of the
terms upon which British Columbia
should be admitted as a part of this
Dominion, great exception was taken
to the undertaking, that the surveys for
the railway should be immediately
comnenced, vigorously presecuted and
the road itself constructed within ten
years. After a good deal ofcontroversy
m recard to this matter, the late
lamaented Si r George Cartier, who was
then leading the House in the absence
of the right hon. member for Kings-
ton who was then in Washington, with
a view to set at rest all doubts on that
Point, and to remove from the minds of
every person any misapprehension or
fear that the financial position of the
country would be too seriously in-

volved by undertaking to carry out so
great a work, moved a resolution de-
fining the terms and limiting distinctly
the engagement we were undertaking.
That resolution declared that the road
should only be constructed as a pri-
vate undertaking, that all the Govern-
ment had to do was to provide a grant
of money and of land such as the ability
of the country would enable it to give,
and that the construction of the work
should not involve an increase in the
rate of taxation. I will read the
resolution to the House, in order that
its terms may bu distinctly under-
stood. It is as follows:-

" That the railway referred to in the
Address to Her Majesty, concerning the
Union of British Colunbia with Canada,
adopted by this House on Saturday, the 1st
of April, instant, should be constructed and
worked by private enterprise and not by the
Dominion Governnent;~and that the public
aid to be given to secure tlat indertaking
should consist of such liberal grants of land
and such subsidy in mnoney or other aid, not
unduly pressing on the industries and
resources of the Dominion, as the Parlia-
ment of Canada shall hiereafter determine."

Now, although a good many points
were the subjects of controversy
between the two sides of the House
between the late Goveinment and hon

gentlemen who were in opposition to
that Government, this question was
not one of them. The policy pro-
pounded in the resolution submitted by
Sir George Cartier commended itself not
only to the judgment of the supporters
of the Government, but to both sides
of the House, without a single excep-
tion. The only objection taken by
hon. gentlemen opposite to the reso-
lution, which seemed to be sufficiently
distinct in its terms, was, not any
doubt as to the policy proposed, but it
was held that the terms were not
strong enough in declaring that the
road should not be constructed by the
Dominion Government; and Mr.
Dorion, then a member of this louse,
moved in amendment to add to the
motion, not to alter a word in it to
change any part of its terns, the
words " and not otherwise." The ob-
ject was to make it stronger. We held
that the resolution. which declared
that the railway should not be con-

structed by the Dominion Government,
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but that it should be constructed by a
private company, aided by a grant of
land and money, was sufficiently
strong, and rendered it impossible for
any Government, without the express
sanction of this House, to endeavour
for a single moment to depart from
these terms. The hon. the First Min-
ister has characterized the engage-
ment made by the Parliament of Cana-
da, as stated by me to the House, in
very strong ternis. He has, as will
be seen on reference to the debate in
1876, used the following language :-

" Let me say, so far as the work is con-
cerned, that I have always been an advocate
of the construction of a railway across the
continent, but I have never believed that it
was within our means to do it in anything like
the period of time within which the hon.
gentleman bound Parliament and the coun-
try."

I am glad to be able to establish that
point which will be conceded by every
one, that the hon. gentleman had
always been a strong advocate of the
construction of this railway across the
continent. So as to the main
question regarding the necessity of the
work, it will be found that both sides
of the House agree. The hon. gentle-
man continued:

"I believe the bargain was an act cf mad.
ness-of utter insanity, and an evidence of
political incapacity that has had uo paralle]
in this or in any other country, that I am
aware of."

The language contained in that state-
ment is very strong, and it will be-
come my duty in a few moments to
turn the attention of the House to the
position which the Government occu-
pied on that question, which the hon.
gentleman felt himself warranted in
characterising as an " act of madness
and utter insanity." It will be remem-
bered that the address passed the
Louse on the lst day of April, and on

the 1lth the resolution which I have
just read was passed, preventing the
Governiment undertaking to construct
the Pacifie Railway until they could
obtain a private company, who, with
sueh a grant of lands and money
as the country could afford,
without increasing the taxation of the
people, would undertake the work.

Mr. Tupm.

That last clause might, on the surface,
seem somewhat unreasonable, but I
will call the attention of the House to
this fact: That, during the first seven
years of Confederation, as the hon. the
Finance Minister was able to prove by
public documents in London, we had
not only carried on liberally the pub-
lic service, and reduced the rate of
taxation $2,000,000 per annum, but
we had also contributed some-
thing like $16,000,000 to capital
expenditure, including the sink-
ing fund, causing the reduction of
the public debt to that amount
from the surplus revenue. If hon. gen-
tlemen will remember that, they will
see that it was quite within the power
of the Government to undertake the
work without increasing the rate of
taxation at all. I may be asked " What
reason have you to suppose that the
prosperity of the country would con-
tinue ?" In reply, I will ask any hon.
member what he believes the result of
the accomplishment of the scbeme of
the late Government would have been
in relation to the financial condition of
Canada to-day. Suppose the late Gov-
ernment had succeeded in doing
that which they endeavoured to
accomplish-floati ng that scheme in
London for the construction of the
railway upon the terms stated-I would
ask any hon. gentleman what the
result would have been of bringing such
an enormous amount of foreign capital
into the country, giving early, com-
plete and rapid communication with
the great fertile prairies of the North-
West, and pouring an enormous tide
of immigrants into that country to be-
comle taxpayers with ourselves, and
to lighten the burdens which now
rest upon our own shoulders. 1 think
that there is not an hon. member in
this louse who would not be ready to
believe that, had it been possible to
accomplish what was proposed under
this scheme, and to secure the con-
struction of this railway on the terms
stated, that the steadily rising tide of
Canada's prosperity would not have
stopDed, or, at all events, that we4
should have maintained the position
which we then occupied. But I may
be told that it was on the first of 4pril
that the Address was passed, and that
it was not until the 1lth that it was
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qualified by this resolution. The
louse must remember that we were
not dealing with a foreign Power or
with parties who were prepared to
take any rigid or technical advantage
of the Government; but we were
dealing with Lhose who were to be a
portion of ourselves, who would have
a common interest with ourselves in
having the work prosecuted in the
way most advantageous to the country,
and who would be deeply interested that
the financial credit of Canada should
not be imperilled, or that any result
should follow which would be injuri-
ous to the country to which they had
irrevocably linked their own fortunes.
But I have still more conclusive evi-
dence in relation to that matter. It
will be remembered that when the
Address was passing the House we had
then present in Ottawa some of the
delegates from British Columbia, wbo
had been authorized to represent the
Province in those negotiations, and
prominent among them was Mr.
Trutch, the late Lieutenant-Governor
of British Columbia. I will trouble
the House for a few moments by read-
ing an extraet from the speech ho
made at the banquet provided
for his entertainment. He said:-

" We from British Columbia were prepared
to accept the amendment of the scheme,
and we accordingly proceeded to calculate
the time it would probably take to build the
railroad, and we agreed upon an estimated
period of ten years. If it had been
p ut at twelve or fifteen years,
British Columbia would have been
Just as well satisfied, and if the estimated
period had been reduced to eight years,
she would scarcely have been better pleased.
But soine definite period for the completion
of this work the British Columbians insisted on
as a necessary safeguard to our colony in
entering into the proposed union. To argue
that any other interpretation will be plaéed
u1pon the railway engagement by British
Columbia than that which I have given to
you as mv construction of it, to argue that
she expects it to be carried out in the exact
interpretation of the words themselves, re-
gardless of all consequeices, is a fallacy
which cannot bear the test ofcommon sense.
. " The case stands thus: Britiih Columbia
is about to enter into a partnership with
Canada, and one of the terms of the articles
o lpartnership is, that we are, under the
Partnership, to construct a railroad upon
certain conditions. Is British Columbia
9ing to hold her partner to that which will
ring ruin and bankruptcy upon the firm?

Surely you would think us fools indeed, if
we adopted such a course. I would proteet,
and the wholeoflBritish Colm bia would pro-
test, if the Governient proposed to borrow
$100,000,000 or $150,000,000 to construct
this roiad; running the country into debt,
and taxing the people of British Columbia
as well as of the rest of the Dominion, to pay
the burden of such a debt."

I will not occupy the ti me of the
House by readng further, but the
speech is mucli longer, and has a great
deal more in it to the same purpose.
What I have read, bowever, contains
the point of the case. Well, Sir, the
Minister of Finance in introducing his
Budget Speech in 1874, also aljuded to
this question; and as a great deal has
been said by the First Minister who
has used the terms "madness, insanity
and utter incapacity" in connection
with this act on the part of the late
Government, I may, perhaps, be
excused for taking up a little of the
time of the louse in meeting and, I
think, disposing of at once and forever,
I trust with all reasonable mon, any
charge based on such terms as those.
In referring to this resolution, which
qualified this engagement, the Minister
of Finance said

"So very strong was the feeling that it was
afterwards determined that a certain resolu-
tion should be placed on the Journals of
the louse, which, indeed, was actually done,
and by which it was declared that, although
we had committed ourselves to this claim, it
was only on condition that the road should
be made in a certain fashion, and that no
excessive burden should be placed on the
resources of the country."

It would be difficult, Sir, to find lan-
guage more appropriately or more
lucidly conveying exactly what the
action of the late Government and of
Parliament in this matter had been.
He also says:-

"I have also been informed that the British
Columinbia delegates were te eselves assent-
ng parties to this resolution."

"I That, however, I do not know of my own
personal knowledge. This I do know, that
I myelf called the attention of Sir George
Cartier, the then Minister of Militia, to this
extraordinary provision, asking huin if he
had commu ticatei it to the Legislature of
British Columbia. Some one of the dele-
cates was then sitting near the chair of the
Speaker, I am not sure which of them, but I
thiak it was Governor Trutch."
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Sir George Cartier's reply was that:

" There was no need to do so, because the
delegates were fully cognizant of the whole
matter and were assenting paruies thereto.
And, altihough I do not say we cai or will
dissent froin the consequences of our legal
obligations, I do say that at any rate the
people of British Columbia had very fair
notice of what the intention and meaning of
this House was when these obligations were
undertaken."

I give this, Sir, as the testimony--I
will not say of a hostile witness-but
of an hou. gentleman, who was
disposed himself to criticise, with
a great deal of severity, the course
which the late Government had pur-
sued in entering into this engagement.
Then we had recess at six o'clock, and
the hon. gentleman returned at 7.30
o'clock and resumed his speech. le
had investigated the matter in the
meantime, and he then made some
further observations which I will read
to the House. He says :

"Before I proceed further, I desire to
correct an error that I fell into with regard
to the resolution of April, 1871, passed after
the treaty with British Coin mbia was agreed
to. I had been under the impression that
that resolution declared that the Pacific
Railway should be built without unduly
increasing the taxation of Canada. The
actual text is stroncer still. Sir George
Cartier moved and Sir. Tilley seconded a
resolution setting forth that the railway
referred to in the Act concerning the union
between British Colunmbia with Canada,
adopted on Saturday, the let of April, should
be constructed by a com pany formed of
Urivate individuals, and not by the Dominion

Governmient; that the company buildi"g it
should be assisted by liberal nioney subsi< ies
and liberal grants of land, provided always,
that no increase of the then rate of taxation
should hereafter be determined on iii conse-
quence."

The hon. gentleman, in revising his
speech, has very properly put the words
" no increase " in italics, it being the
strongest feature of the resolution.
The hon. gentleman continued:-

" That, Sir, was the resolution placed upon
our Journals on the motion of Sir George E.
Cartier, seconded by Mr. Tilley. It was of
value for the reason I have alluded to,
because it was represented to us at the time
it was passed that the delegates from British
Columbia were assenting parties thereto."

Mr. TuppER.

Now, Sir, I think that I am not re-
quired to take up much more time on
that feature of the subject, but I may
say that following up the resolution
meeting the engagement which the
late Government assumed, and which
Parliament assumed in relation to this
matter, it became the duty of the Gov-
ernment to bring before the House what
they considered a liberal grant of land
and a sufficient aid in public money
in order to accomplish this work with-
out increasing the rate of taxation;
and, Sir, we submitted to the House
resolutions which will be found on the
145th page of the Journals of 1872. de-
claring that this louse would grant
$30,000,000 and 50,000,000 acres of
land for that work ; and we also pro-
vided, in addition to this, that the Pem-
bina Branch should be embraced in the
resolutions, and should have a subsidy
of 20,000 acres of land, and that the
branch connecting the lino with Lake
Superior should have a subsidy of
25,000 acres of land per mile. Now Sir,
we may leave the Lake Superior
branch out of consideration altogether,
fbr this reason: it was then supposed
that it would be absolutely necessary
to go north of Lake Nopigon in order
to obtain a line at all, but by subse-
quent surveys it has been found, and
on both sides of the iouse it has
been agreed, and both the late and
present Governments were quite agreed
on the question, that, as rmatters noW
stand, whenever the main line is con-
structed, at whatever time that may
be, that a fair, passable line has been
found skirting the shores of
Lake Superior within some ten
miles of Lake Superior, and, there-
fore, this disposes altogether of
this question of branches, with the ex-
ception of the Pembina Branch. We
therefore committed the House and
country distinctly to the undertaking
of providing $30,000,000 and 50,000,000
acres of land for any company fould
possessed of sufficient means and re-
sources to undertake the consti Uction
of that work. The First Minister has
again and again referred in very strong
terms to the inadequacy of that appro-
priation ; but, Sir, I think I may draw
the attention of the House to the fact
that we have better evidence than that
of any opinion the First Minister is
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capable of giving on this question.
The First Minister is a gentleman of
undoubted talent and ability and of
high standing in the country; and
although I do not suppose that
he is at all wanting in appreci-
ation of bis great powers, I am
quite certain that he will not bim-
self undertake to put his judgment, on
a purely commercial question against
the opinions of many other gentlemen
who are to be found in the country;
and when I tell him that the very
ablest men-I am not speaking of
gentlemen connected with the late
Government or having political sym-
pathies with it-who have shown by
their successful commercial enterprises,
and by their great financial ability,
they had been able to acquire vast
fortunes for themselves, thus giving the
best evidence to the country of their
ability to judge on commercial ques tion,
-were most eager to obtain acts
of incorporation to enable them
to undertake the construction of
this work on the terms proposed,
when I state that, I shall give the
House botter evidence than any
opinion of the First Minister, that the
schene was not a bad scheme, that
there was no insanity in the
proceedings, and that, in fact, it was
one which at that time and in the light
of information thon obtained in this
country upon this subject, was regarded
by the first commercial minds of
Canada as an eminently practical
scheme. When I give the names of
the Hon. Mr. MIcMaster and the ion.
David Christie and, also the present
hon. Minister of Customs, who shows
himself possessed of financial ability as
far as investing money and the trans-
action of business goes, I give hon.
gentlemen the best evidence that it
was not a wild visionary scheime, but
that it was a practical scheme which
commended itself to the judgments of
those best able to form an opinion in
relation to it. What were the
consequences to the late Government ?
Was this proposition to give 50,000,000
acres of land and $30,000,900 in money
regarded as utterly inadequate ? No ;
the late Government was destroyed in
a desperate struggle between the
first commercial men of all par-
ties in Canada to obtain posses-

sion of the Charter on those terms.
I do not require to occupy the time
longer to show that we wore not open
to the charge of proposing anything
visionary or illusionary. It was a solid
substantial project which, if carried out,
would have accomplished untold
benefits to the country. lion.
gentlemen opposite will all admit
that the greatest boon which could
be conferred upon Canada would be
the construction of the Canadian
Pacifie Railway upon those terms.
They were all agreed upon that. We
are all agreed upon the desirability of
this work, which would be of such
immense advantage to Canada, being
secured under the terms which Parlia-
ment was induced to grant for that
purpose. The scheme was defeated.
I am afraid if I were to go into that
branch of the question I should be
doing what I said I would not do,
namely, that I would not say anything
that could be understood as directed
by party feeling or political sentiment,
and that I would not for a singli
moment divert the attention of the
House rom the question under con-
sideration. But I believe the time
will, if it has not already cone, when
it will be regarded as the greatest
misfortune the country ever suffered
that that scheme was defeated, and
that hon. gentlemen should have-I
am afraid I must say in the interest of
party-adopted measures to defeat it,
which not only prevented its accom-

plishment by those who had then
undertaken to deal with the work, but
had throîwn almost insuperabl e
obstacles in the way of their successors
or of any other Government. flow-
ever, it was donc, rightly or wrongly,
justly or unjustly. The late Govern-
ment were defeated, and hon. genile-
men opposite wcre charged with the
important duty of govering the
country, and one of the greatest and
most iîmportant duties that devolved
upon them was the construction of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway. I am bound
to say that it is deeply to be lamented
that party considerations ever
entered into this question. It is a
question so gigantic in its proportions,
and of such enormous interest and im-
portance to the country, that it de-
manded thon, as it demands now,
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that party considerations should be
left entirely in abeyance; and that
men of all parties and of all classes
should unite, and endeavour to assist,
whoever may be the Government of
the day, in any wise or judicious
measures that are calculated to accom-
plish the objeet. I may not be able to
Iook dispassionately upon questions in
which the Government are concerned,
but, as far as I am able to do so, it is
my desire, as it ought to be of every
hon. member of this House and every
patriotic man of whatever party, to
assist any Government in carrying for-
ward any wise or judicious measures,
by which a work so important may
become accomplished. And now came
the great test of finding ont whether
hon. gentlemen in power carried out
the views they held when in Opposi-
tion. Hon. gentleman were called
upon to deal with this question, and I
am bound to say, that they have not
maintained in power the principles
they professed when they sat upon the
Opposition benches. I have shown
that the hon. Mr. Dorion moved a reso-
lution on the matter, and that the
IHouse was unanimous upon the ques-
tion as to how the road was to be con-
structed. But, not satisfied with the
clear, unqualified declaration that the
road was not to be built by the Domin-
ion Government, lie wanted to add a
; rider " to declare " and not other-

wise," so as to make it impossible for
the road to be built except by a private
company, aided by a grant of land
and money from the Government. I
think the hon.mem ber for Chateauguay
seconded that resolution; but, at all
events, I am able to say that the gen-
tlemen sustaining the present First
Minister voted a solid and unanimous
vote with Mr. Dorion in reference to
that question. This gave to the coun-
try the most unqualified and solemn
pledge that public men can give to a
people, that if they obtained power
they would carry out the policy to
which they had thus committed them-
selves. The hon. gentleman now at the
head of the Government was called
upon to form an Administration, and
be had to present himself before his
constituents. The late Government
had, before that, appealed to the coun-
try, and their policy had been sus-

Mr. TtrmE.

tained. The lion. gentleman, when he
went before his constituents, without
any sanction from the nmb-rs of the
Hlouse, without Parliament having been
consulted, constructed a new platform
and declared his intention of building
the road as a Government road. The
reason he adduced was that the profits
which would go to the contractors
under the original scheme would go to
the people. I will read the words of
the hon. gentleman from the organ of
the Government, and an organ which
the hon. gentleman will hardly be able
to repudiate, because upon the testi-
mony of an hon. member of this House,
it was an organ to which he had him-
self contributed a very large sum of
money, in order to buy it over from an
Opposition paper into an organ of the
Government. I refer to the Times of
this city, which reported the hon. gen-
tleman as follows:

" It will be the duty, as I think it will he
the desire or the Government, to develop any
plan by which these results are to be accom-
plished. * * * Any profit, Sir, that
would have come to the share of the company
will ultiinately fall, under our schenie, to the
share of the country. * * * It nay be
necessary for us to let the work out in
contracts, inder our own superintendence,
but, atany rate, we shall take care that our
attention is given to the interests and noney
of the country."

Truc to the course the hon. gentle-
man stated there, he introduced a Bill
providing for the construction of this
work by the Government, giving the
Government power to deal with the
whole of this work from end to end as
a Government work. The hon. gentle-
man says that measure passed the
House unanimously. He is hardly
candid, Sir, in making such a state-
ment to this House, if he means the
House and the country to believe that
it met the concurrence of all the mem-
bers of this House. He must remem-
ber, or, if matters of too great impor-
tance have rendered him forgetful of
it, I remember that the Bill was rushed
through this House at a late hour of
the night. the Government refusing,
when the Opposition entreated them
to give them more time, to delay it
and give time for further consideratiol
He knows that, under the saxby gale,
under the great tidal wave of political
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excitement which swept over the coun-
try in 1874, the Opposition were under
great disadvantage; he knows that we
were taunted, as, happily, we cannot
be taunted now, with being a corporal's
guard, and I admit that we were not
strong enough to protect the interests
of the country as an Opposition
is bound to protect them, and
as, I am happy to say, we are able to
protect them in this House to-day.
When the hon. gentleman says, how-
ever, it was unanimous, he makes the
statement in face of the fact that I
myself spoke in my place in the House
-- spoke much longer, no doubt, than
was pleasant to the hon. gentleman
and many of his supporters-against
the enactment of that measure, and
declared that I regarded the undertak-
ing to build this Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way by the Government,apart from the
policy previously sanctioned by Parlia-
ment and the people, as one which could
not commend itself to the House, and
would be fraught, I was afraid, with
disastrous results to the country.
There was, at all events, a very strong
feeling on the part of the Opposition
that the hon. gentleman was taking a
step from which he was precluded by
his past policy and pledged action in
the House, and which, in our judgment,
at all events, the public interests did
not sanction. But the hon. gentleman
also superadded to that the Georgian
Bay branch. Let me say a single
word in reference to that measure:
It is known that I strenuously opposed
in this House the proposal for the con-
struction of the Georgian Bay Branch.
Why did I oppose it? It was because
I regarded the aban-lonment of the
Policy of securing at an early day the
construction of a direct line of railway
from Nipissing to the great prairies of
the North-West, as a great misfortune
for the people of this country. I re-
garded carrying a line of railway to a
lake which would be frozen six or
seven months in the year as involv-
iflg a large expenditure without
the country ever receiving any
Commensurate advantage. I did
not oppose it on its own merits,
but in contrast to that route for which
I felt the valley of the Ottawa had
been intended by nature. If anyone
looks at the configuration of this conti-

nent, if anyone looks at the position of
this Dominion to-day, if anyone will
regard the four millions of Canadians
who are settled in this portion of the
country, and the great fertile prairies
of the North-West that would require
the construction of, perhaps, a thousand
miles of railway to bring us in connee-
tion with them, he must feel that we
are throwing away perhaps one of the
greatest possible advantages to be de-
rived from the construction of this
great national bighway, if we adopt
any expedient by which we should relo.
gate to the remote future completion
of a direct line of railway to the valley
of the Ottawa, bringing us the products
of the North-West, inhabited, as it
would be at no distant date, by millions
of intelligent, thrifty, industrious
people. But the hon. gentleman felt,
Sir, that the construction of the
Georgian Bay Branch was a matter of
such vital necessity that we could not
afford to wait a moment, that, notwith-
standing his pledges and all his declar-
ations that parliamentary government
required that every appropriation of
public money should be first sanctioned
byParhament,he must take carte blanche
to construct that work without the
formality of submitting the contract
to Parliament, and lie obtained the
sanction of bis supporters to carry it
on in that way, and a large sum of
money was placed at his disposal to
carry out that policy. And, Sir, his
policy embraced the subsidizing of
lines of railway both in Ortario and
Quebec. A good deal of controversy
bas arisen as to what lie meant by
his declaration in his manifesto that he

purposed to subsidize lines of railway in
Ontario and Quebec to connect the
Georgian Bay Branch with the -ystem
nere. We all know now that the sub-
sidy to the Canada Central is the
prominent feature in connection with
that policy, but I took the opportunity
of asking the hon. gentleman when
making his statement in 1874-he was
good enough to allow me to interrupt
him by ask ing : "Are you to subsi-
dize one branch or two branches ? " Are

yon to connect with the railways from
Toronto as well as with the railways
in this section of the country ? And
his answer was : " Two branches."
So whatever policy he may have
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adopted afterwards, his policy thon
was to give subsidies to connect with
the Toronto system, as well as with
the Ottawa system of railways. I only
make allusion to that in passing. But,
as I have stated, the matter of the
Georgian Bay Branch was considered
so pressing and of such vital interest
that the hon. gentleman took power to
exempt the contract made in regard to
it from the control of this House. The
hon. gentleman has also undertaken the
construction of a railway from Thunder
Bay to Red River. I hold that was a
contravention of the Act, and I will tell
the hon, gentleman briefly why.
The Act for the construction of the
Canadian Pacific Railway provîded
that it should be divided into four sec-
tions. The Act read:-

" The whole line of the said railway, for
the purpose of its construction, shall be
divided into four parts; the first section to
begin at a point near to and south of Lake
Nipissing, and to extend towards the upper
or western end of Lake Superior, to a point
where it shall intersect the second section
hereinafter mentioned."

Now, where is that point.: The hon.
gentleman told us yesterday-he did
not require to do so, because Mr.
Fleming in his report has pointed it
out, as will be seen by reterence to
the 55th page-that it is not the inten-
tion tbat the commencement of the
line at Thunder Bay shall be any other
than a branch. Mr. Fleming says:-

" A practical route, without excessively
heavy works, is reported,establishing the fact
that the trunk line from the prairie to the
eastern terminus in Ontario may, in the
future, be carried in a direct course, without
making a detour to Thunder Bav. The line
now under construction to Fort William will
then constitute a short branch from the main
line to the navigation of Lake Superior."

The hon. gentlemen provided by his
Act, by the construction of two
branches-the Georgian Bay Branch
and the Pembina Branch. That was
all; the rest were to be the four sec-
tions, and in the Act it is declared that
the first section shall run to the point
where it in(ersects the second section
running on to Red River. The hon.
gentleman told us this would be a
bi-anch fron Thunder Bay of 25 or 30

Mr. TUipiR.

miles. Those who have looked at Mr.
Fleming's map will see that if any-
thing is to be judged from the configu-
ration of the country from the line
traced there that it would be
near sixty or seventy miles, cer-
tainly much nearer fifty miles
than 25 or 30 miles. I hold, therefore,
that the hon. gentleman, in departing
from the policy to which he was com-
mitted by his speech introducing this
subject, in which he spoke of Nepigon
as the particular point of intersection,.
bas made a mistake, and that the con-
struction of that branch is without
authority, and that there is no appro-
priation of public money which
can legally be used for that
purpose. The hon. gentleman ad-
mitted himself yesterday that the
bay where the trunk line would
approach Lake Superior near Nepigon
Bay, would be easier of access from
Sault St. Marie, from the objective
point, than Thunder Bay. We all
know that very elaborate evidence
was submitted in the report of the
Chief Engineer to establish the faet
that there is no point except Nepigon
Bay which would have been equally
beneficial to the country, and avoided
altogether the construction of this
branch or any detour to run in that
direction. Therefore, in that respect,
the hon. gentleman bas acted without
law, and constructed what bas been
done without appropriation from Par-
liament. But I now cone to a much
more important feature of the policy
of the bon. gentleman than any which
I have yet criticised-the terns nude
by the bon. gentleman with Lord
Carnarvon--the solemn treaty entered
into between the Government of British
Columbia, and binding the Government
also to the Imperial Government. I have
shown that every step taken by the
bouse up to the change of Govern-
ment, was taken under the guard pro-
vided in the resolution-that the road
should be constructed by a private
conpany, aided by grants of land and
money; and that all obligations we had
incurred in relation to British Columbia
or thelmperial Government,or an ybodY
else, were all limited by the open and
avowed policy declared by that reso-
lation. .I may say that the effect of
that resolution could not be better
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illustrated than by the fact the hon.
gentleman himself, when ho found it
necessary in bis own defence to quote
that resolution, quoted it as an unan-
swerable argument to British Columbia.
I will now refer to a Minute of Council
passed December 20th, 1875, which
says:-

"It m ust be borne in mind that every step
in the igotiations was necessarily predicated
upon and subject to the conditions of the
resolution of the House of Commons passed
in 1871, conteni poraneously with the adoption
of the Terms of Union with Biitish Colunbia,
subsequently enacted in the Canadian Pacifie
Railway Act of 1872, and subsequently
enacted, after a large addition had been made
to the rate of taxation, in the Canadian Pacific
Railway Act of 1874; that, the public aid to
be given to secure the accomnplisliment of
this undertaking should consist of such
'liberal grants of land, and such subsidies in
noney or other aid, not increasing the then

rate of taxation, as the Parliament of Canada
should thereafter determine.'"

One of the complaints made against
the hon. the First Minister is that he
is inclined to be an autocrat. One of
the complaints is that while courting
the sweet voices of the people he spoke
of the necessitv of a Ministry baving
the atthority of Parliament and the
sanction of the people for every impor-
tant act in which they were engaged
but that no souer did he get the high
position which lie now fills than lie
seemed to throw off all Parliament ary
restraint, and to regard bis own ipse
dixit and the opinions of the Ministry
with which he is associated as the only
power to be recognized, or the only
one to which he required to pay
any attention. The hon. gentleman
made an engagement, which will only
Oecupy a moment in reading, and
whieh will be found extended at length
at pagre 511, Hansard, 1875. This
engagement was made in November,
1876, during the recess of Parliament,
after the Sesion in which ho obtained
power to deal with the whole question
as a Government work, taking
it entirely out of the category
Of a private enterprise. But still we
had, as the hon. gentleman admits,
re-enacted the clause providing that the
Work should not be proceeded with any
faster than could be done without in-
creasing the existing rate of taxation.

I myself have a strong opinion as to
the extent to which t1hat resolution
was qualified by the clau e the hon.
gentleman caused to be inserted in the
Act of 1874, and where the terms of the
resolution itself was departed from by
taking power to construct the railway
as a Government work whieh the
resolution required could oily be dore
by a private company. The hon.
gentleman engaged to expen<l two
millions per annum in British Columbia
and to commence the rail-way the
moment that the surveys were com-
pleted, and if the bon. gentleman bas
determined to spend anotberi year in
additional surveys, and surveys with
reference to points, as far as the loco-
tion of the route is concerned, which I
stated yesterday, appear to me to be un-
called for-some little consolation for
that state of things may, perhaps, be
found in thefact that he was bound under
those terms and is bound under those
terns, to expend two millions per
annum on the road immediately on the
completion of the surveys in British
Columbia, and it was just possible, in
the existing state of things, that the
hon. gentleman does not feel bimself
quite prepared to engàge in the expen-
diture of two millions per annum in
British Columbia, in the presient con-
dition of publie affairs. These terms,
which are of a very extraordinary
character, are detailed substantially as
follows :-

" Lastly, that on or before the 31 st of De-
cember, 1890, the Railway shall be con-
pleted and open for traffic froin the Pacifie
seaboard to a point at the West end of Lake
Superior, at which it will fall into connection
with existing lines of railway through a por-
tion of the United States, and also with the
navigation on Canadian waters."

Now, Sir, the hon. gentleman, as I
have stated, first took power to con-
struct this work direetly by the Gov-
ernment and then iade a solemn bind-
ing treaty with British Columbia and
the Imperial Government, that by 1890
this work should be constructed and
completed from the Pacifie coast to the
shores of Lake Superior. What is the
distance between these points ? It is
something like, according to the
Chief Engineer's statement, 2,022 miles
over which the road was to be built ;
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and the hon. gentleman made this
engagement without the slightest quali-
fication or the slightest provision that
it was not to inerease the existing rate
of taxation. He made a binding, solenn
treaty,. and the good faith of the Gov-
ernment of this country was pledged
as far as a Minister-and a Minister
bas power to pliedge it to a great ex-
tent-could pledge it without consul-
tation with the louse; and, without
the knowledge of the House, the
hon. gentleman entered into this
engagement. In inviting bis at-
tention to it I would like to ask
him whetber the act of the late
Governieit in engaging to subsidise
with $30,000,000 of money and
50,000,000 acres of land a Company
to construet the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, was a madder scheme, a more
insane scheme, or a scheme exhibiting
greater incapacity than was this scheme
proposed by an bon. gentleman holding
the views which he did in reference to
the character of that work, as stated by
himself. Sir, over bis own signature
previous to the appeal made to the
people, he published a manifesto con-
taining the views and opinions of the
Government in relation to this matter,
and giving his opinion as to the cost
of this work. He stated, Sir, in that
manifesto, in January, 1874, bis views
in reference to this work at some con-
siderable length

"In the meantime, with a view to obtain
a speedy means of communication across
the continent, and to facilitate the con-
struction of the railway itself, it will be our
policy to utilize the enormous stretches of
magnificent water communication which lie
between a point not far from the Rocky Moun-
tains and Fort Garry, and between Lake
Superior and French River on the Georgian
Bay, thus avoiding, for the present, the con-
struction of about 1,300 miles of railway, esti-
mated to cost from sixty to eighty millions of
dollars, and rendering the resources of the
country available for the prosecution of those
links."

Now, Sir, in this statement, and I
shall draw the attention of the House
to it by-and-bye, the hon. gentleman
estimated the saving of the 600 miles
between Nipissing and Nepigon, and
between Red River and the remaining
700 miles westward-because these
were the water stretches and the only
water stretches he covers in bis mani-
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festo-he estimated that 1,300 miles of
railway, 700 miles of il through the
prairie region, at from 860,000,000 to
880,000,000 That 1,300 miles of this
road, and that, net the most unfa-
vourable portion of it, more than half
being prairie country, was goîng to
cost between sixty and eighty millions
of dollars; and in the fàe of that
delaration, whieh I presume he would
not nake without having gone
into some calculations with reference
to it, the lowest calculation involving
an enormous expenditure of money,
this engagement was made by
the bon. gentleman without any
reserve, and without the slightest
qualification as to whether the
resources of the contry would
admit of it. Now, as we stood up te
that period, we had a safety val,-e, and
a clause exempting the country from
being plunged headlong into a ruinous
expenditure, but this was all swept
away by the hon. gentleman who
presented himself to this House with
the declaration that this was a binding
treaty which he had made, not only
with a portion of ourselves, with our
fellow citizens in British Columbia,
but also with the Imperial Government,
which was solemnly called on to take
part in the negotiations effecting that
arrangement. Now, Sir, I would
draw the attention of the House
for one moment to this question
as one of great importance, because
it bas involved the most serious charge
against the bon. gentleman and his
Government that was ever made, or
that ever could be made against any
Government; it has involved the charge
of bad faith. I hold, Sir, that serious
as were the financial arrangements
and great as were the pecuniary diffi-
culties with which ho surrounied this
question, that by this arrangement,
even that sank into insignificance con-
pared with the question of having the
good faith of the Government of Canada
challenged, nt only by the Province,
and the important Province of British
Columbia, a portion of ourselves, but
also, Sir, broadcast throughout the
world, through Great Britain and
wherever the name of Canada was
known. Up to that hour, Sir, no spot,
no stain could rest on the reputationi
of the Government of Canada with
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relation to any engagement tbat ithad
ever made; but, I say that the
charge of bad faith was brought against,
and bas been sustained ganst, the
hon. gentleman, by arguments and by
evidence so conciuive as to involve
great trouble and great difficulty, I am
afraid, on his part, in order to extri-
cate himself fiom it ; and as, Sir, there
is no advantage to be gained in con-
cealing from ourselves the true nature
of the case, and as it is the painful duty
of the surgeon, occasionally, as the
first step towards the cure, to probe a
wound to the very bottom, I feel my-
self called upon, fir a few moments, to
touch upon and examine that most im-
portant feature of this question. I
may be told that 1 have had my ans wers,
and that, too, from a very high quarter;
-that His Excellency the Gover-
nor General, who bas the best,
and the most intimate means of
judging of Ministers, bas, in distinct
and unqualified terms, exonerated, at
all events, the Prime Minister from
any charge of bad faith in relation to
this matter. I cannot allow that,
Sir, to prevent me dealing with the
subject, but I shall touch on that point
as delicately as possible, as I feel that
the distinguished gentleman who
rightly enjoys the confidence of
the people of this country as
few Governor-Generals have done
before. that men of al! parties,
and men of all classes recognize
in hima a gentleman who bas de-
voted himself, heart and soul, to the
best interests of Canada; and because
no person will question his entire
bonesty in makingthe statement which
he did, in reference to this mati er. I
will not discuss the question, Sir, of its
COstitutionality; but I say that it is
one of the most serious charges against
this Government, that they should
render it necessary for the representa-
tive of the Crown to come down from
the exalted position he holds, and take
part in the discussion of political
questions that agitate the country.
Now, Sir, I say that the evidences of
the breach of faith that have been
raised on the part of the people of
British Columbia, have not, in my
judgment, been raised without a good
deal of foundation. It will be remem-
bered that the hon. gentleman who is

now Minister of Justice, then ornenpied
anindependent position in tis iouse,
and a very independent position
at that momen:, put a question on the
notice paper. It was a very serious
question, and it appears in te Votes
and Proceedings on the 4 th of March,
1875

" Mr. BLAKE-on Monday next-Enquiry
of Ministry-Whether the Goverzinient
intend to propose to Parliancut any neasure
on the subject of the readjustmeut of the
Ternis of Union with British Colutabia ?"

Now, Sir, it is known that the hon.
gentleman bad, in addition to engaging
to construct this railway, the 2,000
miles of railway which tho Govern-
ment had power to build as a Govern-
ment work, and which, by the period
of 1890, he was to have completed,also
engaged to add to that, outside of this
work altogether, the construction of
the road from Nanaimo to lisquinault,
sixty-eight miles of' additional road.
The Minister of Justice put this signifi-
cant question on the notice paper, and
what was his answer? The answer
was given in the true spirit of the
autocrat. The hon. gentleman said-
but at that time, I suppose, ho felt
stronger than lie did afterwards -

" With respect to the question raised by my
hon. friend from South Bruce, I may say I have
nothing to ask from Parliament. We have no
authority to obtain, but have merely to com-
municate this decision and rely upon the House
supporting us in accepting the terms that have
been made through the intervention, or inter-
mediation, of ord Carnarvon, and that
support, I do not doubt, will be cheerfully
acco.ded."

So the hon. gentleman had made an
unqualified engagement with British
Columbia and with the Imperial Parlia-
ment, to spend $2,000,000 per annum
in British Columbia-build 68 miles of
railw'ay from Nanaimo to Esquimalt,
and finish the line from the Pacifie to
Lake Superior, 2,000 miles, by 1890.
Yet his answer was that from Parlia-
ment he had nothing to ask. But ho
altered his mind. Some significant
divisions took place in this House.
The present Minister of Justice, then
sitting on the Independent benches,
voted against the hon. gentleman on
the Bill for the Nanaimo and Esqui-
malt Railway ; and on a most impor-
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tant question, in which the legality of
the proceed ings of the Government in
reference to the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way was involved, the hon. gentle-
man put on his hat and walked out of
the House, accompanied by another
gentleman, whose assistance the
Government felt it necessary since to
obtain on the Treasury benches
as Minister of the Interior. The hon.
gentleman had, before the Session was
far advanced, some pretty strong hints
that the position he had assumed, in
which he undertook to deal with the
most important financial interests of
this country, and involving the most
onerous obligations-obligations to
whieh anything undertaken by the late
Government seemed insignificant-
was such that he was not as strong in
the support of the House as he had led
himself to believe. What occurred ?
The Bill was passed by this House by
a large majority. This Bill provided
for building the Esquimalt and Na-
naimo Railway in addition to the rest
of the Canad3ian Pacifie Railway. I
may be told that we contemplated
building a road on Vancouver Island.
We did. We lad fixed upon a terminus
at Esquimalt, but every person knows
that that did not involve the additional
cost of a dollar, as far as the financial
resources of the country were concern-
ed. The stipulation required that the
parties obtaining the charter of the
Pacific Railway should build this road,
the subsidy to be the same as far as
money was concerned. But the hon.
gentleman changed his base. He, who
to-day had nothing to ask from Parlia-
ment, to-morrow found it convenient to
introduce a Bill for the purpose of con-
structing the Esquimalt and Nanaimo
Railway. He passed this Bill through
the House despite the opposition of
the present Minister of Justice and
other leading mem bers of the Opposi-
tion. The Bill was lost, however, and
significantly lost in the Upper House
by the votes of two of the warmest and
strongest friends the hon. gentleman
had in that branch of the Legislature.
I am not going to say that it was lost
at the instance of the First Minister,
but J may say that his colleagues
in the Upper fHouse did not
exhibit great enthusiam in trying
to obtain a majority. But the
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Bill having passed by a considerable
majority in this House, was abandoned.
This was a case in which the hon.
gentleman could say: " The good faith
of Canada is pledged; we are bound to
the British Columbian and Imperial
Governments to carry this out; I ask
you to re-affirm the policy." The hon.
gentleman could have used those
ehorts of lioral suasion which are
always in the power of a leader of the
Govérnment. But, no! fHe abandoned
his policy, and an extraordinary
occurrence presented itself. The hon.
gentleman who was most hostile to the
construction of tbis branch was taken
into the Cabinet, as the result of a bar-
gain that this road should be sacrificed.
That statement may seem a strong
one, but I will sustain it by a speech
delivered by the hon. Minister of
Justice himself at Walkerton, in which
he said that he would not enter the
Cabinet until the Government had
made up their minds to abandon their
policy in this respect. The hon. gen-
tleman said, as reported in the Globe:-

" He would now touch upon a question with
respect to which he had not been in entire
accordance with the gentleman who was con-
ducting the affairs of the country. He referred
to the settlement attempted to be made through
the Earl of Carnarvon with British Columbia.
He had been of opinion that that settlement
was more onerous to the country than it was
advantageous to agree to, and he was happy
to be able to say that, previous to his accepting
office, discussions had been entered upon which
had resulted in an agreement upon a policy
satisfactory to himself. Hfe would not tell them
that they might hope for as satisfactory a settle-
ment of the dreadful burden imposed upon then
by their predecessors as they would like, but he
had every reason to hope that matters would
be placed in a more satisfactory position than
at one time they could expect they would be."

And what was that policy proposed
by the present Minister of Justice?
It was to dip their hands into ibe
public treasury of Canada and hand
$750,000 over to the people of British
Columbia for local works. The hon.
gentleman seemed to think that all
that was necessary in case of any
embarrassment that such a sum of
public money should be paid as might
meet the emergency. But the hon.
First M inister, who had thus abandoned
his policy, said to the people of British
Columbia that he was defeated in the
Senate, and that the Government WOrO
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compelled reluctantly to abandon the
construction of the Nanaimo and
Esquimalt Railway. My right hon.
friend from Kiniiigston and myself sup-
ported the Government in that propo-
sition, and we voted for the second
reading of the Bill. But when the
hon. gentlemen refused to agree that
the contracts should be submitted to
Parliament, we voted against the third
reading, and our friends in the Upper
flouse voted entirely in harmony with
us. The great substantial element of
the policy of the Government, as
arranged with Lord Carnarvon, regard-
ing the construction of the Pacifie
Railway, was still left intact.
Although the Government were not
going to build theNanaimo and Esqui-
malt Railway, they were to carry out
the rest of the terms as to the Pacifie
Railway. The terms were onerot s.
I am not surprised that hon. gentle-
men began to be alarmed. The hon.
gentleman who had said that all the
resources of the British Empire could
not build the Pacifie Railway in ten
years had agreed to build 2,022 miles,
from the head of Lake Superior to the
Pacifie Ocean, in thirteen years from
this time, that is, by 1890.

Mr. CAUCHON: That is three years
more.

Mr. HOLTON : The question is
whether it would be easier to do the
work by 1890 or 1881.

Mr. TUPPER: I say this: that the
obligation on the part of Canada to give
certain aid to a company which would
find the capital to build the railway,
and although the engagement was to
finish it in ten years, yet, as has been
shown by Mr. Trutch, if it could not
be done in the ten years the time
would have been extended, provided
honest, straightforward and con-
sciencious efforts were made to
fulfil the obligation the Govern-
ment ineurred, that obligation was
vastly superior, as none knew
better than the hon. member for Chat-
eauguay, than that the Government
8hould proceed with the road as a Gov-
ernment work, taking every dollar of
the money required from the publie
exchequer, and by a loan and debt
Placed on the shoulders of the people
of the country build it by 1890. There
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is no comparison between the extent
of obligation incurred in the two cases.

Mr. IOLTON· The two points are
quite distinct. The relative advantage
of the two modes of conlstrueting the
road, and the possibility of building
the road within a given time. Tho
latter was the point to whicb the hon.
member was addressing himuself when
I ventured to throw across the floor
the slight interruption. I say that,
whereas, he agreed to finish the rond
by 1881, my hon. friernd the First
Minister proposed to build, not the
whole but a considerable portion of the
line by 1890, and the lion. member for
Cumberland was denouncing him for
undertaking an impossible task.

Mr. TUPPER: The hon. member
for Chateauguay will see this--and he
will see it very readily-that the
essence of the objection was, there
being a time bargain in the first
instance. We were told by the dele-
gates that they would not hold
us to the ten or twelve years, but
that we might have whatever time
would reasonably be required in the
construction of the work. But the
great assault made was that it was
a time bargain, although it was made
with a portion of ourselves. But
here is a bargain to which the Imperial
Government became parties, made
after hon. gentlemen have had further
time for consideration, made to con-
struct that portion of the line which
will involve the longest time, viz.,
through the Cascade range and Rocky
Mountains, made without any qualifi-
cation as to whether the resources of
the country will permit it.

Mr. HOLTON: Were the Imperial
Government parties to the original en-
gagements ? Was is it not in the ad-
dress which formed the basis of union ?

Mr. TUPPERI: The Imperial Gov-
ernment were parties, in so far as they
were willing-for that was all they
had to de-that British Columbia and
Canada should unite on the terras we
had mutually agreed upon. Here is a
case in which the Secretary of State
for the Colonies had corme to accept
the position of arbitrator in the carry-
ing ont the agrement made between
Canada and British Columbia, to which
the Imperial Government were parties.

Supply-
{ArnIL 21, 1877.]



1682 Supply-

Mr. HOLTON: Was not the ground
of that interference of the Imperial
Government that they were parties to
the original agreement made by hon.
gentlemen opposite.

Mr. TUPPER: The colony of Brit-
ish Columbia felt they were entitled to
go to the Imperial Government to com-
plain in regard to any violation by
Canada of the terms mutually agreed
upon. But to return. The main fea-
ture of the policy was still left, all
except the railway on Vancouver
Island. Did the Government maintain
good faith as to that ? The First Min-
ister came to Parliament and proposed
a vote-a moderate vote-to carry on
works connected with the railway.
What happened ? If hon. gentlemen
would turn to the Ilansard for 1876,
they will find the record of a very
extraordinary procedure. They will
find that the hon. First Minister,
baving become wise in his genera-
tion, found that lie had committed
himself to this unqualified engage-
ment-a point not noticed by many
members of the Opposition on the in-
ception of the matter-that his solemn
pledge was unrelieved by any action of
the Senate, the pledge to construct the
road from the shores of the Pacifie to
the shores of Lake Superior, over two
thousand miles, by 1890. What hap-
pened when that item came up for the
construction of the railway ? What
did the hon. member for West Middle-
sex (Mr. Ross) do ? That hon. member
is not a very recalcitrant supporter of
the hon. the First Minister. I will not
say he is not an independent member,
but among the hon. gentleman's fol-
lowers he bas none more devoted than
the hon. member for West Middlesex;
there is nio hon. member who will
make a greater effort to act in accord
with the First iinister, and, I believe,
the hon. gentleman on more than one
occasion showed the bon. the First
Minister that he was prepared to make
a sacrifice in order to meet his views.
What did the hon. member for West
Middlesex do ? 1e moved a vote of
want of confidence in the Government.
We had been voting them the Supplies.
\we, like a loyal Opposition, had been
endeavouring, as far as possible, to
promote the interests of the country;
but submitting to the fact that we were
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a minority, and must accept the gen-
eral policy of the Government, and on
many occasions vote them larger
sums than we thought necessary in the
interests of the country, or demanded
by the necessity of the case. We re-
cognised the obligation to assist the
Government in carrying the Supply
Bill. The hon. member for Middlesex,
however, moved his vote of want of
confidence, refusing to vote one dollar
for the construction of the railway
until the House had adopted the
motion, which was in these terims:

"But, while granting this sum, this House
desires to record its view that the arrangements
for the construction of the Canadian Pacifie
Railway shall be such as the resources of the
country will permit, without increasing the
existing rates of taxation."

The moment that resolution was
moved the hon. the First Minister was
bound to rise in bis place and state that
lie would sacrifice bis position as First
Minister before he would accept it,
because it involved an act of bad faith,
he had made a binding obligation with
the Imperial Government and British
Columbia, that a certain work should be
con structed in a certain time. It was
impossible to proceed with the work
at all if the resolution were passed. I
can show the House thut the Govern-
ment of the day are, in the face of that
resolution,violating the constitution by
spending one dollar in connection with
the railway. What was the state of
things when the resolution was passed ?
It was this: three millions of addi-
tional taxes bad been levied on the
Canadian people, as the hon. the Min-
ister of Justice bad stated in one of bis
speeches; that British Columbia had
nothing to complain of, for
Parliament had provided three
millions of additional taxes for the pur-
pose of constructing the road. The
money was all gone, and to say that
under these circumstances the Govern-
ment should not be permitted to spend
that vote until they had accepted that
resolution, was to say that tbey sbould
not spend another dollar in connection
with the railway. The hon. the First
Minister was bound to have thrown
himself on the House, not on one side
but on both sides, and to have said:
" The good faith not of the Government
alone, but of Canada, was pledged by
he head of the Government to carry
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eut the railway, and I call on the
_House to vote down the motion." It
is said that the resolution was
drafted by a Minister and offei ed by a
Minister to another gentleman in this
louse a month before, and he refused

to move it, and that resolution, moved
by the hon. member for West Middle-
sex (Mr. Ross) was voted for by the
Government and all their supporters;
and when they did that, they placed
themselves in a position from which, I
believe, with all their ability and
special pleading, they will find it diffi-
cult to extricate themselves wben
arraigned by British Columbia, or by
the Colonial Minister, or any person in
this country, on the serious charge of
having been guilty of bad faith in
relation to this matter.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.
Mr. TUPPER resumed his speech.

He said: When the louse rose for
recess, I was dealing with the position
in which the Government were placed
by the resolution passed at the close of
the last Session, and I had taken the
ground that any expenditure made
since the passage of that resolution by
the Government was not only uncon-
stitutional but illegal-that, in fact,
they were bound by the resolution to
stop at once any expenditure upon the
Canadian Pacifie Railway. The reso-
lution which I read provided that the
vote for the construction of the road
should only be given to them under
the obligation that no portion of it
could be expended which would involve
mfcreasing the existing rate of taxation.
Now, what was the position in which
the hon. gentlemen found themselves
placed the moment that resolution was
placed upon the Journals of this
louse ? Three millions of new ad-

ditional taxation had been imposed
tupon the people of Canada, and, which
Was admitted by one of the hon. Min-
isters to be mainly for the purpose of
constructing the railway. Parliament
met, and the Government were obliged
to admit, as the hon. the Minister of
Finance has admitted, during the
Present Session, that he went to Eng-
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land to negotiate the late loan last
autumn because it was known that a
large deficit existed. Now, the Gov-
ernment have admitted this Session
that the deficit was about $2,000,000,
that the $3,000,000 of additional tax-
ation which was imposed was all ex-
pended, and that that being done the
ordinary expendituie of the country
exceeded the whole revenue by
$1,900,000; and, as an examination of
the figures shows, the hon.the Minister
of Finance considerably understated
the amount of the deficit which existed.
The Government have asked the
flouse to impose $500,000 of additional
taxation this year in order to meet the
expenditure of the year over the amount
which the $3,00,000 of previous taxes
had enabled them to meet. Under
these circumstances, I want to know if
this resolution is not waste paper, what
it means. I want to know how the
Government can, without violating the
principle of Parliamentary Govern-
ment, expend a single dollar of publie
money for the construction of the
Canadian Pacifie Railroad with the ad-
mission of the hon. the Finance
Minister that the taxation of the coun-
try was increased, must be incrèased,
and that additional taxes must be im-
posed in order to meet this expendi-
ture-that he was unable to meet the
existing cost upon the revenue without
new taxation. I say they were com-
pletly prohibited and precluded from
the expenditure of a single dollar
without the violation of the constitu-
tion. I have another very grave charge
to make against the Administration in
relation to this work. Every person
who has given the subject any attention
knows that, regard it from what point
of view you may, the moment you
have declared the expediency of con-
stiucting the Pacifie Railway, the
moment you have gone the length that
the hon. the First Minister has gone
in admitting its absolute necessity, that
moment you are bound to adopt every
possible means in your power in order
to promote the construction of that
road. What means have the Govern-
ment adopted ? I shall show the
House that from the momeit they
were placed in the responsible position
they occupy, they had steadily, per-
sistently, and enormously exagger-
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ated the cost of that work. And what
would be the effect of that ? The
effect of exaggerating the cost would
be to prevent any capitalist at home or
abroad from investing a dollar, and
to compel the Government of the
country to find all the money required
to be invested in the work. And if I
can show tho louse, as I am confident
that I can, that they have steadily ex-
aggerated and done all that they pos-
sibly could, in the high positions which
they occupy, to doter any person from
assisting in the construction of that
work, and damaged the financial posi-
tion of the country by declaring that
it had assumed an obligation to con-
struct a work enormous in its cost and
unproductive in its results, I think I
will show that the Government have
pursued a course the most inimical to
the interests of the country that can
be conceived. The hon. the First
Minister gave a proper answer to a
question which I put across the floor
of the House last night. I asked the
estimated cost of the Pacifie Railway,
and the hon. gentleman gave us some
very interesting, and, I may frankly
say, some encouraging statements as
to the cost of the work. In order to
draw out a statement which would be
still more eneouraging, I asked what
the estimate was. lis answer was
judicious and proper. It was to the
effect, that in the position that he oc-
cupied, and in relation to the fact that
they were about to ask for tenders at
no distant day, it would perhaps be
unwise for him to commit himself to a
statement as to the expenditure it
would involve. I regret that that wise
and judicious policy was not always
pursued by that hon. gentleman. I
need not go back to the period of the
general election, when the country
was made to r:ng with the most ex-
aggerated statements of the cost of
this work, and the intolerable, or to
use the expressive language of the hon.
the Minister of Justice since Le became
a member of the Government, the
" dreadful burden " that was upon the
country. The statements to the
country have been precisely of that
character, and coming from persons
in the position occupied by hon.
gentlemen opposite, rendered it im-
possible to draw a dollar of money
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into the service of the country in con-
nection with this work. Now the
hon. the Minister of Public Works, in
the most authentic manner, over his
own signature, in a well and carefully
considered manifesto at the general
election, estimated the cost of 1,300
miles, of certainly not the most difficult
portion, at from $60,000,000 to
$80,000,000-no portion of this was
in the Rocky Mountains of British
Columbia. le stated, as I have said,
that he proposed to avoid the construc-
tion of 1,300 miles of this road, some
600 miles of it from Lake Nepigon and
the remaining 700 along the water
stretches of the Saskatchewan, saving
to the country and avoiding for the
present the construction of about 1,300
miles of railway, which was estimated
to cost from sixty to eighty millions of
dollars. Now, Sir, if 1,300 miles of this
road---and certainly not the most didi-
cult portion of it, for we all recognized
as being the great difficulty, the line
permeating the Cascade range and
the Rocky Mountains---would cost
from sixty to eighty millions of dollars,
I would ask what estimate commercial
men, intelligent men and capitalists
would form of the amount of money
that would be required to construct
this 2,000 miles from the Pacifie to
Lake Superior. Well, Sir, we have
that followed up by the statement,
quite as authentic, and on a financial
question quite as weighty, published as
we knew, broadcast, and sent to every
part of the country, and not only here,
but in Great Britain, by the Hon.
Minister of Finance. Some comment I
believe, Sir, has been made with refer-
ence to the expenditure involved in the
publication of the Budget Speeches of
the Minister of Finance ; but, Sir, I do
not intend to raise any question as to
the propriety of a document so impor-
tant as that being widely spread over
the country, though I will ask for
what reason should you spend a great
deal of money when you have a great
work like the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way in hand,-in sending abroad and
in Great Britain a statement such as
that which I am now going to read on
this subject from the Budget Speech in
1874, of the Minister of Finance. 11I
said, following up the authentic state-
ment of the First Minister:-
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" In order rightly to understand the real
nature and extent of the burden we would be
required to take upon ourselves, it must be
remembered that the lowest estimate for build-
ing this road to the Pacific is something over one
bundred millions of dollars, and this too on
the supposition that a very much longer time
would be given for the construction."

"I entertain no doubt that if it were
incumbent upon us to push the line through
within the time specified (if this were
possible), the expense would be enormously
1ncreased, and that a moderate estinate
would reacli one hundred and flfty or oe
hundred and sixty millions of dollars.
Every hon. gentleman who has had experi-
ence in these matters know that the cost of
construction of a work of this kind
is largely enhanced if it be required
to carry it to conpletion in a certain
limited tine. Tley well knew, too, that
there is great difliculty in carrying such a
work through an unprotected country, much
of which, looking particularly at two sections
of it,is a desert, at least for arable purposes."

" Were we to undertake such a burden as
this, I would simply say that our national debt
in seven years would be, relatively to our
population, just one-third greater than that
with which the U nited States emerged from
their great civil war, and, if measured by the
rate of interest required, it would be one-third
greater than the huge national debt of Eng-
land."

Now, Sir, the First Minister stated
in his manifesto to the country that be
hoped, in connection with this work,
to be able to attract an immense
amount of immigration to the country,
and every person who knows anything
of this question, the building of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway, knows that
one of the most important features in
connection with it is the opportunity
its construction would present of bring-
ing a great mass of immigrants into
this country; and how admirably are
these words of the Finance Miinister
calculated to bring people into Canada
when people throughout the world are
told, fron so high and so authentic a
source as the Minister of Finance of
the Government of Canada, that the
debt of this country is to become
greater, thani that of the United States
when emerging from the civil war, and
one-third greater than that of England.
In other words he goes on to say -

" That if we undertake to fulfill this project
according to the letter of the law, the burden
We would require to ask you to lay upon your-
selves for this purpose alone would be equal to
a new debt of seven hundred and fifty millions
sterling imposed on the people of England."

le is determined, Sir, that they
shall u.nderstand the enormous taxes

they will have to pay if they venture
to come into Canada. He continues:-

"Il Having regard to population and the rates
of interest we would respectively have to pay,
for this is an important consideration, were it
the pleasure of the House to decide that the
Canadian Pacific Railway must be completed
in that time, it must also be prepared to take
into account the sums required to be borrowed
for other publie works, and to redeeni certain
portions of the public debt ; and, at a moderate
estimate, over $200,000,000 would be needed for
ail purposes. In other words, we would be coin-
pelled to go to the London market-for this is the
onlv market practically opento us-as borrowera
of $30,000,000 every year for seven successive
vears. There may be hon.gentlemen in this House
who think we would be able to do thi:; but, if
so, I envy them their faith in the future of the
Dominion. Now, Sir, I say that such a project
involving such a charge is ludicrously absurd.'

Then, Sir, he returned to the subject,
and he said :

" Now, Mr. Chairman, I spoke before the
recess at some length upon the extraordinary
deficiency arising from the working of the In-
tercolonial Railway and the other railroads of
the Dominion, chiefly in the Maritime Provinces.
The deficiencies arising from these sources are
reported as likely to amount to the extraordi-
nary sum of about a million and a quarter dol-
lars. I desire to call the special attention of
the House to one point which must be clear to
every hon. gentleman. These railways rai for
the most part through a country which has
been settled for the last fifty or sixty years.
I cannot refer, of course, to t he fact that these
railroads entail such an enormous expenditure,
without its becoming apparent to the House,
that the cost of the maintenance of a railway,
nearly 3,000 miles in length, and passing
through a country which is almost entirely un-
inhabited, must be of necessity very much
greater. For a very long time, even after the
actual construction of this railway, an enor-
mous charge must be levied upon this country
in order to keep it in full working order and
repair, and this fact must be steadily kept
sight of in considering the real character of the
project."

So much, Sir, for the manner in which
the Minister of Finance endorsed the
statements of the First Minister; of
course, they are qualified to a certain
extent by bis speaking of the efllct of
the construction of that road within a
certain time, but the hon, gentleman
applied no such limitation to this
estima e. H:e says that the lowest
estiumate is one hundred millions
and yet, Sir, strange to say, these gen-
tlemen-I will not say with madness
or with recklesssness to use the strictly
parliamentary expressions of the First
Minister because I wish to confine my-
self to extremely moderate terms in
characterising the acts of the hon.
gentlemen opposite; I will not use any
of these terms, although having sucli
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an authority for them, in connection
with this subject, they naturally rise
to one's lips ; but I do say that these
statements were not, in my judg-
ment, calculated to promote the
construction of the Canadian Pa-
cific Railway, either by a company
or by the Government. In the first
place, they would be calcula.ted, in the
mind of every commercial man and
capitalist abroad, to lead to the con-
clusion that the construction of the
Canada Pacific Railway was one of the
maddest and most unquestionable
measures that any Government or
party ever engaged in ; and in the
second place, they would lead to the
conclusion that the Government that
were saddling a country with such a
liability, and had undertaken to carry
out such an obligation, would be in a
position that would render their credit
at no distant day, a very doubtful mat-
ter. I have given you the statement
over the signature of the First Minis-
ter and his manifesto to the country ;
and the endorsement of' that by, and
the statements of, the Minister of
Finance ; then, Sir, we come to the
introduction of the Act, and hon. gen-
tlemen will remember-because the
subject was too important rapidly to
fade from recollection-that when the
First Minister went, as he was bound
to do, into a very exhaustive explana-
tion of what the cost of this work
,would be, he drew his illustrations
from a variety of sources, as to what
railways cost in other places, and
showed that railways running through
a prairie country cost not less than
$48,000 a mile. He told us what the
Intercolonial was costing, and he led
the House and country to believe that,
in his estimate of 1,300 miles, costing
from $60,000 to $80,000, he was not
very far astray. He stated that the
country must flnd all the money.
That the project was so hopeless as a
,commercial undertaking that it was
simple madness to look for any assis-
tance from capitalists, and that the
people of the country must make up
their minds to bear the burden them-
selves, without any aid from capitalists.
He favoured the House with an esti-
mate of the working expenses. He
showed that the life of an iron
rail was only eight years, a steel rail

Mr. TuppE.

however lasting some years longer.
He undertook to show that when the
road was in wor-ing order it was
hopeless to expect anything like fair
returns until millions of people were
thrown into the North-West; and lie
estimated that there would be an annual
deficit on the working expense of
$6,000,000 per annum. This was the
view hon. gentlemen were putting for-
ward to the country at the very time
they were taking power to construct the
whole of the road as a Government road,
and making a solemn engagement to
construct, in 13 years from the present
date, some 2,000 miles, and that em-
bracing some of the most difficult
portions of the road. I am charging
the Government with doing that
which, if they could be justly charged
with, certainly shows an amount of
incapacity in dealing with this matter
which was extraordinary. I say that
the Government were bound to present
it in the most favourable light to the
country, especially if they had the
most remote idea that the time would
come when they would invite capital-
ists to tender for its construction.
Last night the hon. the First Minister
gave us the information that 228 miles
of the railway from Thunder Bay to
English River, and from Selkirk to
Keewatin, would be completed and
fairly equipped with rolling stock at
something like $24,500 per mile, and
that 65 miles from Pembina to Fort
Garry had been graded at a cost of
$3,500 per mile, and that this latter
amount was to be considered as some-
thing like a fair estimate of the prairie
sections.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No, no.
Mr. TUPPER: I suppose then that

the hon. gentleman intended to confine
his estimate to completing the line
from Fort Garry to Selkirk?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes.
Mr. TUPPER: I understood the

hon. gentleman to apply that estimate
to the whole of the prairie section. But
the country must be exceptionallY
favourable in that part of the route.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Of course it is.
Mr. TUPPER: But I am certain

the House heard with pleasure
the hon. gentleman state the amollut
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of money which practical ex-

p erience had shown the road could
be constructed for, and I would like to

ask him, in the light of the experience
lie has had, whether he is not prepared
to revise his statement as to the
" insanity " of building the road on a
subsidy of $30,000,000 and 50,000,000
acres of the finest land on which the
sun shines on in any part of the world.
(Hon. gentlemen: Oh! oh!) Yes, I
say you can select by the Pacifie Rail-
way Act 50,000,000 acres of the finest
land in the world upon which the sun
shines. Nothing on the face of the
civilized world exceeds it in fertility,
and as a grain and grazing country ;
and I do not think that the hon. the
First Minister will be prepared to con-
trovert that statement. At Whitby, in
the Riding of South Ontario, the hon.
gentleman said we might as well offer
$10 to build the road as $30,000,000
and 50,000,000 acres of land. This
was the language by an hon. gentle-
nian whose every word was weighed,
as lie now seemed to appreciate. After
spending three years in denouncing
this undertaking, and exaggerating
in every possible and conceivable
manner the cost of this work,
diminished as had been " the
dreadful burden " by the interposition
of the Minister of Justice, the finale
was, that the hon. gentleman was, at
the moment he was making the above
remarks at Whitby, publishing a notice
to capitalists and contractors to be
prepared on the lst January, 1877, to
tender for the construction of this road.
After undertaking the work as a Govern-
ment work, and spending large amount
of money upon it as such, in construct-
ing some of the least productive por-
tions of the road, after havi ng exhaust-
ed all the power the Government
possessed, in pointing out the utter
impossibility of any person touching
this matter, without being involved in
the most utter financial ruin, lie caps
the climax by, adopting the policy of
the late Government, publishing notices
for tenders to contractors upon the
basis of $10,000 and 20,000 acres of land
per mile, or at the rate of $27,000,000
and 50,000,000 of acres of land, and
asks the amount they will take, in
addition to that, to build and own and
operate the road. The bon. gentleman

mentioned last night to the House; he
took us into his confidence so far as to
say that there had not much result
obtained from that advertisement, that
the capitalists of the world did not
seem in a hurry to invest their money
or their means in the construction of a
Pacific Railway for Canada. Is it any
wonder, after three years spent by this
Government in exaggerating, as the
hon. gentleman proved last night, in
enormously exaggerating the cost that
would be involved by the construction
of this work; that when lie comes
back at last to the policy of his
predecessors, the hon. the First Minis-
ter finds that what capitalists were
eagerly prepared to engage in at a for-
mer period, they now shrink from
touching. The statements of the hon.
the Minister of Finance that this 3,000
miles of unpeopled country, that two
sections of this road are two great
Saharas, two great deserts from which
nothirg is to be hoped, could not cer-
tainly be expected to cause a great rush
of capitali-.ts to construct the Canadian
Pacifie Railway, and the Government
stands to-day charged before the peo-
ple of Canada with having failed in
their duty to the people in their deal-
ing with this question after they had
voluntarily assumed this obligation.
Instead of saying : "The late Gov-
ernment engaged to give $30,000,000
and 50,000,000 acres of land to any
capitalists who were prepared to con-
struet this road ; we are prepared to do
that, and to act in good fatith,to go thus
far but not beyond it," they maintained
that it was incumbent upon them to
assume that they must carry the work
to completion, although they did it
with public money and as a public
work. I have already told the House
that the Government have undertaken
to do this under the Railway Act, pro-
viding that it should be constructed as
under the Public Works Act. It is not
to be done by Commissioners, but di-
rectly by the Minister of Public Works.
I now pass from the general question
of the policy of the Government in
relation to this matter to the course
they have pursued in carrying
out that policy. Before going fur-
ther, I desire to remind the House
that these gentlemen were not
free to deal in the autocratie matter,
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regardless of parliamentary control
and popular opinion, that they seem
to have imagined and that they cer-
tainly have practised. When they
were seeking to obtain power, they
gave the people of this country to
understand the principles which would
govern them after they attained power,
and prominent among those principles
was that which was stated by the
Prime Minister in a speech delivered
on the 5th July, 1872, in Montreal, the
commercial capital of the Dominion.
fe said :

" The polïcy of the Liberal Party is to make
the parliamentary government supreme, to
place the Cabinet directly nder the control of
Parliament, to take from them alt power to use
any part of the people's money without a direct
vote for each service. I might point out, as an
instance of the course the Liberal Party will
pnrsue, that in Ontario, when the Reform Gov-
ernment came into power, they repealed a por-
tion of the Act granting aid to railways, so
that all grants had to receive the sanction of
the House before a farthing could be paid."

I could multiply instances in which
the hon. gentleman pledged himîelf to
the same principle, and promised that
if he was entrusted with the manage-
ment of public affairs, " parliamentary
government should be supreme," and
that no public money should be touched
without a direct vote for the pur-
pose. Let us see how, in carrying the
law out, the hon. gentleman has suc-
ceeded. I may say, further, that, when
he introduced the act giving him power
to construct this road in the Depart-
Inent of Public Works as a goverument
work, the hon. gentleman renewed the
pledge, and told the House that, if they
passed the Act-as will be seen by the
report of his speech in the Toronto
Globe newspaper-not a single cent of
the people's money should be expended
except after a direct vote for the pur-
pose. And, Sir, the fHouse will remem-
er that one of the leading features of

the Act was, that no work should be
performed on it except under contracts,
and that these contracts must be given
by public tender. I now corne to a
very unpleasant feature in connection
with the administration of this great
question, and that is to the purchase of
steel rails; and, I may say at once,
that, consistently with what I stated
when I rose to-night that I would en-
deavour to avoid touching any question
that would, in the least degree, lead

Mr. TUPPEL

the House away from the mode in
which the Government had dealt with
the question, I shall, on the present
occasion, carefully abstain from touch-
ing anything in reference to this mat.
ter except its purely business features,
as a transaction for which the House
have a right to hold the Ministry
directly responsible. Now, the hon.
gentleman has brought down a state-
ment of the cost of the steel rails which
were purchased without a vote of a
dollar being passed by this House. It
has been said elsewhere that there
was a vote, that before the money was
paid a vote was taken. The hon.
gentleman knows it is trifiing
with the intelligence of the
country, and 1 believe I am
correct in saying it has never been
attempted so to trifle with the intelli-
gence of Parliament as to draw a dis-
tinction between a binding contract
being made by the Government of
Canada, not subject to the vote of Parlia-
ment, and the money being paid. The
fact that the tenders and the contracts
were laid upon the table of the House
before the money was paid does not
touch the question at all. Had the
contracts been made subject to the
approval of Parliament, there might
have been a difference ; but they were
absolute, leaving no option to Parlia-
ment, without being charged with bad
faith in not carrying out an arrange-
made by the Government of Canada,
and that is an alternative which I am
sure the hon. gentleman would not say
left it open to the House at all. The
hon. gentleman, who had pledged
hirmself that parliamentary government
should be supreme ; that, if we passed
the Act, not a cent should be spent
without a vote, startled the House and
the country by the statement that he
had made contracts, binding contracts
on the Government, for the purchase
of 50,000 tons of steel rails. We have
now ascertained something like the cost
of the rails delivered in the country.
The return shows the dates of the pay-
ments that were made and the charges
that were made upon theni.
I have had the interest carefully cal-
culated. I find, by the return brought
down by the Government, that
$2,925,896 was paid for these rails,
delivered in Canada, including the
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cost of freight and the inspection.
The interest on that sum at 5 percent.
would of course be $146,294. And the
meantime at which that interest
became payable-because those amounts
of money were paid at different dates
-but the meantime at which the
whole mterest became payable was the
5th November, 1875. So that from
that moment we have been paying
interest amounting, at 5 per cent., to
$146,294 per annum. On the 5th day
of May, which will be here in a very
few days,we will have a year and a half's
interest accumulated, $219,441. To
show the price to which rails have
since fallen-I may say that I was pre-
pared to produce testimony of an
authentic character on this question,
and would have donc so if it had been
convenient to call the Committee on
Public Accounts together-I speak on
the authority of a gentleman well
qualified to judge, who had made a pur-
chase of steel rails of the best quality,
and had them delivered at Prescott
Junction during thepast year, at a
cost of £7 15s. sterling-that is $37.71
per ton. The freight from Montreal to
Prescott I assume to be, and I
am told it is within the mark,
$1.71. Deduct that, and you have
the cost of the best steel rails
that can be made, and by parties who
were ready to supply any quantity of
rails upon the same terms, at about
$36 per ton, laid down in Montreal.
Now, the House will see that 50,000
tons of steel rails and fastenings, laid
down in Montreal, cost us, according
to the return laid upon the table of the
Ilouse by the hon. the First Minister
himself, $2,925,896, and the price at
which the same description of rails
were laid down at Montreal, within
the last six months, was $36 per ton,
The cost, therefore, of the 50,000
tons, if purchased within the past
six months, instead of when
they were purchased, in 1874, and paid
for at a mean date of November 5, 1875,
and from which date we have been
paying interest on the whole sum,
Would have been $1,800,000, showing a
dead loss on the cost of the rails, com-
pared with what the same quality could
be purchased to-day, of nearly ami Ilion
dolliars. Now, add to that the interest
payable before they can be used, and

the dead loss to the country in relation
to that transaction alone, will exceed
a million and a half dolhars. I
do not, as I said before, intend to
touch any question outside the
purely business nature of this
transaction, because I have abundant
ground for the motion I am submitting
to the House without introducing any
collateral issue ; but I must call atten-
tion to the fact that, in relation to a
part of this purchase, no tenders
appear to have been asked.
I notice that 5,000 tons were bought
without tender, and the freight to
Vancouver Island seems to have been
arranged on the same private principle
and not by tender. This bears on the
point I am charging against the Gov-
ernment, that they have systematically
violated the binding obligation of the
law, and their own repeated pledges,
that everything should be done by
contract in relation to those works.
The charge of $223,884 for inland
transportation must be a mistake, and
for this reason: We are told by the
Public Accounts, we have been told by
the speech of the hon. the First Minis-
ter, that it cost $15 per ton to convey
the rails from Duluth to St. Boniface,
near Fort Garry. The public docu-
ments on the table show that nearly
13,000 tons of rails have been deposited
there, and the House will see at
once that on that transaction, carrying
these rails that portion of the distance
by the Red River Transportation Co.,
must be something in the neiglbbour-
hood of $200,000. I am told that was
not done by public tender and contract.
Now, Sir, what was the necessity of
buying these rails at all. Why should
they be purchased? What did the
Government want with 50,000 tons of
steel rails'? We have, in a public
document laid on the table of the
House, a statement as to the condition
in which the Pacifie Railway works
wer1 at that date ; and what do they
show ? Why, Sir, they show that the
contract was made for the first section,
from Fort William to Sunshine
Creek, a distance of 32½ miles-the
line ran originally from Fort William
to Shebandowan, butit was afterwards
altered-on April the 3rd, 1875; nearly
six months after the purchase of these
50,000 tons of steel rails was made, the

Supplyý- [AmuIL 21, 1877]



1690 Supply-

first contract requiring their use was
entered into ; and, Sir, we are told that
on the lst of January, 1877, more than
two years after this purchase was made,
that 25½ miles, requiring 2,295 tons of
the 50,000 are used; and therefore that
is all of these 50,000 tons of steel rails
purchased at a cost of nearly 83,000,000
involving an interest of over $140,000
per annum, which, at the end of this
period, these hon. gentlemen with all
their anxiety-and I have no doubt
that they have pressed these works for-
ward, for they had reason to press them
forward as far as it was possible to do
so, for the purpose of getting these
rails out of sight-yet, with all their
efforts, all they have been able
to accomplish has been to use 2,295
tons of rails, and that, too, not on a
portion of the Pacific Railway, but on
a branch, unauthorized by Parliament,
and built without the sanction of Par-
liament or the vol e of Parliament.
Also, on April 3rd, 1875, they
made a contract, from Selkirk to
Cross Lake, 77 miles; and on the 7th
of June, 1876, they made a contract
from Sunshine Creek to English River,
80 miles more. As to both of these
contraets, the first have the same date,
.pril 3rd, 1875, from Fort William to
Sunshine Creek; and April 3rd, from
Selkirk to Cross Lake, 77 miles; and,
on the 7th J une, 1876, with all the
despatch and every effort they could
make, they were enabled to put 80
miles more under contract, from Sun-
shine Creek to English River; and on
the 9th of January, 1877, firom Cross
Liake to Keewatin, so that, at this mo-
ment,there are 226 miles undercontract,
37 miles of which were put under con-
tract this year, and 80 miles of it
only on the 7th of June last ; yet, Sir,
we have the purchase made, as I say,
in November 1874, of no less than
three million of dollars worth of steel
rails, or 50,000 tons. Now, Sir, I may
be told,-but you have failed to credit
us with 11,160 tons for the Intercolon-
ial Railway-but I would like to know
how they came on the Intercolonial
Railway. I stand in the presence of
Parliament and I am open to correc-
tion, and I ask the attention of my
hon. friend from Chateauguay to the

o int which I am about to make, when
I say that there is no graver violation

Mr. TuPPER.

of constitutional law-there is no graver
violation of Parliamentary principle,
than the appropriation of the public
money, voted for one object, to another;
I am open to the correction of theHouse,
if I am right or wrong in that state-
ment; and I say that the Government
that would dare to take public money
voted for one purpose and apply it to
another a thousand miles away from
the place for which it was voted, and
for which Parliament gave the vote,
bas violated the Constitution and
ignored the fundamental principles of
parliamentary Government. I say
that the power that Parliament has
over the Government of the day, is
that sound constitutional maxim which
deprives the Government of the power
of spending money unless they have
the authority of the House for it. I
say that grant the principle that you
can take 11,000 tons of rails, bought
for the Canadian Pacifie RLailway with
a vote for the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way, and take them away and put them
to another purpose totally different,
and I say that the Government can
carry on the government of the coun-
try despite the power of Parliament,
because it can use any vote for the
Canadian Pacifie Railway for the ordi-
nary expenses of the country, or for
the payment of their own salaries, or
for anything of that kind-I am giving
perhaps, an extreme illustration, butit
is because I want to draw the attention
of the House to the matter. It appears
that the First Minister, who claimed
the confidence of the people over and
above all men in this country, because
he was going to carry out the principle
of parliamentary Government, has
become totally oblivious to his duty to
the House and his duty to the country
in reference to the expenditure of
public money. I ask the House if we
have ever been asked to authorise
a change of that appropriation ?
I ask the louse if any authority
was ever given by it to the GOv-
ernment to change a dollar of that
appropriatibn for the Canadian Pacific
Railway to the Inàtercolonial RailwaY?
I am open to the correction, but I al
not aware, and I do not believe, that the

Government have ever considered it t0
be their duty to ask Parliament to
grant any such authority. If it has
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not, then I say, Sir, that one of the
gravest charges made in connec-
tion with this whole transaction, and
which stands against these hon. gen-
tlemen, is undertaking to so deal with
public moneys, and appropriating
public moneys for purposes for which
it was never intended by -Parliament
and never voted. I wish also to draw
the attention of the House to
the fact that the hon. gentleman
purchased these rails in a fall-
ing market. He may say: " I had
no knowledge of that," but he cannot
say that, because I have under my
hand the advice given to him by a gen-
tleman well conversant with these
questions, and a gentleman in whom
that hon. gentleman bas great
confidence, in every possible way, of
which he has given evidence to the
House-I mean, Sir, the Superinten-
dent of the Provincial Railways, Mr.
Brydges-made a report to that hon.
gentleman, and ho used these very
significant terms; and this was on the
31st day of October, 1874, at the time
when this subject was under considera-
tion. le says, in a letter addressed to
Hon. A. Mackenzie, dated 3lst October,
1874:-

" There is no doubt whatever, that at the
close of 1873 and the beginning of 1874, the
steel rail market in England was well known
to be in a declining condition, and no prudent
man would buy rails at that time unless he
actually wanted them for immediate delivery."

Now, Sir, I do not, as I dare say the
House knows, always regard that gen-
tleman as a supreme authority. I be-
lieve this is pretty well understood ;
but, I do say that it is not open to the
hon. gentleman who leads the Hlouse, to
take that position because he has con-
fidence in him. He has shown it in
every possible way, that one man can
show that ho bas confidence in an in-
dividual ; and he knew that Mr.
Brydges was conversant with this
whole question, and he had under
his hand that letter at the very
time he was entering upon this
purchase. Now, Sir, what answer
does the hon. gentleman give to the
Hlouse when ho is charged with taking
three millions of the public money
without the authority of Parliament,
and without one dollar of it being
Voted, and making a binding contract
for its expenditure for 50,000 tons of

steel rails, which, at the end of this
long period of time, he admits himself it
is impossible to apply, and ho gives no
prospect to the House of being able to
use them for long years to come. I have
shown the dates when these contracts,
which are now under construction, were
let, and you know the difficulty of going
through a large portion of the country
in question, and its remoteness fi-om
supplies; and I have shown that with all
the public money the Government could
spend, and all the pressure tho Govern-
ment could bring to bear, as
the Minister of Finance says, in an
open and settled country, it bas taken
seven long years to accomplish the
construction of the Intercolonial Rail-
way; and hon. gentlemen will see
what time must elapse before it could
be possible to use 50,OOU tons of rails
on the Canadian Pacific Railway.
Why, Sir, the Leader of the Minister-
ialists, a member of the Government
in the Upper Branch, says they only
expect to be able to get thle road
through from Thunder Bay to Red
River in seven or eight years; and
the hon. the Finance Minister ad-
mitted last night, or, at all evenits, re-
cently, that it must be at least four or
five years before that portion of the
road can be made. And yet these
rails are lying and rusting and de-
teriorating in value quite as much as if
they were moderately used.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Oh, nonsense.

Mr. TUPPER: I may be wrong,
and I am open to correction. But if
it is nonsernse, it is nonbense shared in
by nearly all experts connected with
railway matters in the world,
This question of the oxidization
of rails had attracted the attention
of scientific men gener-ally. It has at-
tracted the attention of seientific men,
who had devoted their whole life and
great abilities to the question of rail-
ways, and there was no more interest-
ing question than this of the oxida-
tion of rails. Sone attribuited the
protection from oxidation to a cer-
tain amount of electrical action caused
by the passage of the cars over- the
rails, others held that when the rails
were piled up the wet accumulated and
the rust was more rapid than otherwise.
But the fact remained that rails deteri-
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orated more rapidly when piled up than
when moderately used.

Mr. MACK EN ZIE : Would the hon.
gentleman name any of these experts.

Mr. TUPPLR : I did not suppose
that a fact so generally known would
be contravened. But I will undertake
to look up for the hon. gentleman a
very elaborate statement on the subject,
which, I trust, will satisfy him. I hear
an hon. friend saying that " If the rust
don't eat them up the interest will."

Mr. DYMOND: Would the hon.
gentleman be able to give us his autho-
rities before he asks us to vote for his
motion.

Mr. TUPPER: I think I shall be able
to convince, if not to convert, even such
an incorrigible supporter of the other
side as the hon. member for North
York, without my being able to quote
that specific authority upon that point;
and vill give an opportunity to the
hon. gentleman to show his indepen-
dent position. The hon. gentleman
says Mr. Fleming advised him. I have
no hesitation in saying that I consider
the authority of the Chief Engineer,
on a great many questions connected
with such a work, as quite sufficient to
absolve the Minister of Publie Works,
whoever he may be, from any blame
whatever. If the bon. gentleman can
show one single line signed by Sand-
ford Fleming to him, stating that at a
certain time the road would be in such
a state of forwardness as to require a
certain amount of rails, however mis-
taken Mr. Fleming may be, I will at
once acquit the First Minister of any
blame in the transaction, because he
would give the House an authority
which any reasouable man would be
satistied with. But I deny that Mr.
Fleming is a special authority on this
question. There are ten thousand m-n
in this country just as able, and thon-
sands of them more able, to advise the
First Minister in relation to a purely
commercial and business question, than
Mr. Fleming, with all his engineering
knowledge. If it was a question in
which the hon. gentleman had required
Mr. Fleming's professional knowledge,
I should say his opinion was sufficient.
But we have to remember that all the
authority brought here from Mr.
Fleming furnished was after the trans-

Mr. Tuppa.

action was over. And this authority
was given incidentally and verbally.
This was only a paltry matter of
50,000 tons of rails, an insignificant
matter of $3,000,000,and it was not con-
sidered worth a sheet of paper to make
a report upon. In passing, the First
Minister asked Mr. FleminLy, verbally,
whether it would be a good thing to
secure a large quantity of steel rails.

Mr. MACKIENZIE : I never asked
anything of the kind.

Mr. TUPPER: So mucli the worse.
Then the hon. gentleman has no right
to quote Mr. Fleming on the subject
as an authority. But supposing Mr.
Fleming had given him, in writing, the
most elaborate report, which, however,
he did not give, I question the pro-
priety of the hon. gentleman procur-
ing an exparte statement for the pur-
pose of justifying an action for which
lie himself was responsible. I do not
presume to question the strict accuracy
of every statement of Mr. Fleming,
but I claim that the Government ought
not to require from a subordinate
officer, however high his position, a
justification of acts of which they were
responsible themselves alone to Parhia-
ment, unless they show that prior to
the Act, they had some evidence, in
writing, as to the necessity of the
transaction. But who would suspect
that the First Minister would have

justified a transaction of this kind by
quoting Mr. Fleming. I can show that
he bas no confidence in Mr. Fleming 
judgment, even in a question where
engineering entered largely into con-
sideration. On a question on which
be had devoted years of his life, and
had expended en~ormous sums of public
money, the hon. the First Minister
had treated the report of Mr. Fleming
as unworthy the paper on which it was
written. A great deal of controversy
bad arisen in respect to the route of
the Intercolonial Railway. Mr. Sand-
field Macdonald's Government appOint-
ed Mr. Fleming to make an exhaustive
survey for the purpose of locating the
line of the Intercolonial Railway. That
duty was vigorously discharged for
years; and afterwards Mr. Fleming
was called upon to give his advice•
He says on page 84, in a work publish-
cd by the First Minister and paid for
by the country, I presume:
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When Mr Fleming entered upon the sur-
'ey in 1864, his instructions on this point were

very plain. He was not called upon to select
what he held to be the most eligible line ; in-
deed, as le read his instructions, he considered
it to be his duty to withhold all indications of
preference. His own opinions were, however,
explicitly and directly expressed, when it be-
came his duty to place them on record. In
March, 1868, lie was.requested by the Govern-
ment to report on the route lie held to be the
best. # The Chief Engineer,
after examining the arguments advanced in
favour of eacti route, placed on record his
opinion that, beyond a doubt, the line by the
Bay of Chaleurs was the route to be adopted."

And yet, after that declaration, made
in a way to carry all the weight of
authority Mr. Fleming could throw
into any document, the hon. the First
Minister treated it then as he treats it
uow, as so much waste paper, and
said that the (overnment were throw-
ing $8,000,000 into the sea in adopting
the route that the Chief Engineer, after
surveying five years, and, when called
upon to express his opinion deliberately
declared was infinitely the best.

Mr. MILLS: It was your colleague,
Mir. Macdougail.

Mr. TUPPER: Mr. Macdougall was
never my colleague. I bad not that
honour. If the honour of the origin-
ality of the expression is te be attri-
buted to Mr. Macdougall he bas been
most servilely copied by a good many
hon. gentlemen opposite, with the faut
before them that Mr. Fleming had
made a report in the most authoritative
manner in which it could be made, in
favour of that route ; and this on a
question on which bis opinion was
certainly entitled to respect. The hon.
gentleman has net shown that he con-
sulted any commercial men, though
there were some of his friends engaged
in the trade, whose disinterested advice,
if taken, would bave pointed te the
tact, as I showed in the House when
the transaction was first announced,
that au enormous public loss was going
to Occur to the country in consequence
of that ill-advised purchase. We have
now the fact that this country is to be
saddled with that enormous burden,
that the legacy, the monument which
the hon. the First Minister would leave
behind him, when I trust, at an early
day, bis monument as Prime Minister
will be erected,would be that transaction
by which not less than $75,000

annually for ever out of the public
purse was lest to the pele. I ask
the hon. member for North York (Mr.
Dymond), unbelieving as he is, if
that is not suflicient ground, without
being able to give the authority of an
expert, that rails becomne oxidized by
lying on the ground unused, to warran t
any independent member in saying
that the hon. gentleman lias violated
the first principles of' parlianentary
government by expending that money
without the authority of the liouse,
and, owing to this ill-advised and
unfortunate purchase, ho las sunk
over a million and a half of dollars of
the people's money, never to be recov-
ered, involving an annual charge of
$75,000 on the public treasury. Now,
Mr. Speaker, I am glad to leave so
unpleasant a subject, because I feel that
I cannot deal with it, that J cannot
discharge my duty to this liouse and
the country tempcrately, as I am
endeavouring te discharge it, without
reflecting not only upon the hon. the
First Minister, but upon the Parlia-
ment of Canada and the people of
this country. I will exculpate the
people because, until they have the
opportunity of passing their own ver-
dict upon it, we must absolve them
from blame, but this Parliament stands
before the world and the people of this
country as prepared to sustain a Prime
Minister who forgets what he owes to
Parliament, to lis own public declara-
tions and to the laws on the Statute-
book in this transaction, independent
of the enormous amount of pecuniary
loss which has been entailed. I now
come te another matter in which the
law bas been violated in the most
direct and glaring manier. I speak
of the expenditure of money for the
Canada Pacifie Railway telegraph.
The law provided that a line of electric
telegraph shall be constructed in ad-
vance cf the said railway and branches
along the whole extent so soon as
practicable after the location of the
line should be determined upon. No
law could be more easy of con-
struction. It did not require an ap-
peal to the Minister of Justice of
the day, the predecessor of the
present Minister (we know what
his construction of the law would have
been), it did not require a reference to
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any legal mind to say what the con-
struction of that law was. It became
my duty to bring this subject of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway Telograph
before the House when, in 1875, the
hon. the Premier again, in his truly
autocratic fashion, stated to the House
that he had entered into contracts to
the extent of over $700,000 for the
construction of that telegraph line. I
directed the attention of the House to
the illegality of the proceedings; I
challenged the propriety of this work
being so carried out, and claimed that
it could not be done under the law.
My action was followed up by my
late lamented friend, Mr. Hillyard
Cameron, the member for Cardwell,
who joined in th at opinion, and the hon.
member fbr Frontenac (Mr. Kirk-
patrick) followed by moving a resolu-
tion condemning the act as illegal,
which was seconded, I think, by the
hon. member for Cardwell. The House
will remember the short discussion
which took place on that occasion, to
which I intend briefly to call the
attention of the lion. the First Minis-
ter. I may state that on November
lOth, 1874, a contract was made with
Mr. F. Barnard to construct a telegraph
line from Cache Creek to Edmonton,
550 miles. That contract required the
telegraph to be completed on October
2nd, 187G', and yet, on April 20th, 1877,
the hon. the First Minister in his
place in this House last night, ad-
mitted that he did not know
within one handred or two hun-
dred miles of that point where the
Canadian Pacifie Railway would go.
Yet he made a contract, knowing that
ho had not a particle ot authority in
law or a vote from Parliament, to spend
one dollar on the construction of a
mile of telegraph, except as the railway
line may have been located; neverthe-
less, he made a binding contract with
Mr. Barnard, to construct 550 miles of
telegraph from Edmonton to Cache
Creek, which, according to the hon.
gentleman's statement last night, would
not be within 200 miles of the point
where it is most probable the railway
will go.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I did not say a
word about that.

Mr. TUPPER: I am open to correc-
Mr. TUPPER.

tion if Fort George is not between 100
and 200 miles from Cache Creek.

-Mr. MACKENZIE: I did not say
that the road would go to FortGeorge.

Mr. TUPPER: No. But I will show
the hon. gentleman and the House that
he had decided that it. should go to
Fort George; that after the matter was
discussed in the bouse, that after the
vote was taken as to the illegality of
the proceedings, the present Minister
of Justice, the Minister of the Interior
and Mr. Justice Moss having refused to
vote with the hon. gentleman, that it
was not illegal when attacked in his
most vital part-those gentleman, in-
cluding two of the most able legal
minds in the House, refused to support
him. A few days afterwards the hon.the
First Minister telegraphed to Mr. Ber-
nard to stop work, and he endeavoured
to transfer the construction of the tele-
graph from Edmonton to Cache Creek to
Fort George, showing ho lad thon de-
cided that was to be the railway line.
The contract was not merely for the
construction of a telegraph ; it was for
to aid the construction of a railway as
well, because it was given out by the
hon. gentleman in his statement in the
House that he had contracted with the
telegraph constructor to clear the road
for 132 feet, which would be so much
work done towards the construction of
the road itsolf. Yet all this was done,
when the lion. gentleman, according
to his own statement last night, con-
fessed he did not know within 200
miles where the road was to be. The
ion. gentleman was very much mis-
taken in the statements lhe made to
the House on that occasion. I Will
not say more than that, because I do
not wish to be supposed to bring a
charge of wilful misstatement agaimst
the hon. gentleman.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Of course not.

Mr. TUPPER: If I did wish to give
it an unpleasant turn, I could submit
a great deal of authority for the
statement I will lay before the

ouse. I do not wish, however, to be
so understood. I know the hon. gen-
tleman's mind is burdened with an
enormous amount of work, and one of
the reasons why he has so signallY
failed in administering the important
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department of Public Works is because
the hon. gentleman is altogether over-
weighted in undertaking that which
no man, however great his powers can
discharge, viz: to fill the position of
Premier with efficiency and vigour,
and at the same time discharge the
laborious and almost overwhelming
duties devolving upon any Minister of
Public Works. I feel on this, as on
other occasions, thatthe hon. the First
Minister cannot carry in his mind all
the statements necessary in order to
meet charges which may be brought
against his Ministry. To-day it is our
duty to bring charges against hon.
gentlemen opposite. To morrow, no
distant to-morrow, I believe, it will
be their duty to criticise our acts, and
I trust, when the time comes, that we
will be judged in the sane lenient and
kindly spirit in which I have endea-
voured to judge the hon. gentlemen
who now occupy the Treasury benches.
Well, Sir, the question arose, and it
was charged that this contract was
made and that the telegraph was being
constructed contrary to law, without
the authority of law, and in opposition
to the Act, because no line had been
located. On page 1013 of -Hansard of
1875, I find the following :

"Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the line had
been located where the contracts had been let,
and he conceived the Government were acting
according to law."

I have shown that this contract was
let to a point that the hon. gentleman
was unable to tell us whether it was on
the line or within 200 miles of it; and
that is six months after the time fixed
for the completion of the contract.

An HON. MEMBER : There is no
contract let.

Mr. TUPPER : No, not for the rail-
way; the line is not located. The
report proceeds :

"Mr. SC HULTZ said the only portion of the
work that had been done was that under con-
tract of the Pacifie Railway to be useful in the
construction of that work. He wished to know
if the route of the railroad had been so far
established as to admit of the contract of
Messrs. Glass, Sifton & Co., about 23 miles,
and that had not been placed where the une
wvascompleted by any means. No location had

een made then, and so far as he (Mr. Schultz)
could understand, no location was intended to
b iade where that lne was put up.

IHon. Mr. MAOCKENZIE said the hon. gen-
man's statement was incorrect.

"Mr. PLUMB said the line must be put up
along the route of the location of the telegraph
line, or were the contractors to locate the line
for the Goverriment.

" Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he had already
stated the line was to be put up where the road
was to be located (these being the Engineer's
instructions based upon his original sugges-
tion) and he did not know that a single mile
of telegraph line was being erected anywhere
except on the line of the road.

" Mr. KIRKPATRICK asked the Premier if
he could tell the House whether the line was
erected from Fort Edmonton to Cedar Creek.
Unless this had been done, and it was known
definitely where the line of railway was to run,
the contracts had bren improperly given out.

"Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said these con-
tracts were given out in accordance with the
very letter of the Statute, and the flouse bas
voted money to carry them out.

On the 31st March this motion was
made in the House, and this discussion
took place, and there is a very signifi-
cant commentary on what took place.
According to this document brought
down and laid upon the table of the
House by the Governmont, the fbilow-
ing significant message was sent to the
contractor, Mr. Barnard

"OTW, 9th April, 1875.

"Discontinue building of telegraph line,
British Columbia, under contract with this
Department. You will not be called upon to
proceed with the work for some montis. At
what price would you erect telegraph, say
forty-five (45) miles from Quesnel on old tele-
graph trail, clearing twenty (20) feet wide?

(Signed), "F. BRAUN,
" Secretary."

So that the gentleman who had a
binding contract to finish his work by
October, 1876, is told to stop bis work,
and is coolly asked not to send in a
tender in accordance with the provision
of the Act that no work shall be done
except by open public tender, but to

put in a statement as to what he would
erect 45 miles of telcgraph line for.

Mr. Barnard's reply is a very signifi-
cant one:-

" I had completed 50 miles of the line, with
the exception of erecting tihe poles and attach-
ing the wire (which can be done at a small
cost) receiving a certificate for $8,000, which
has been paid."

So that at the time when the House
was informed by the hon. gentleman
that no work was being done, except
where the railway had been located,
$8,000 had been paid to the contractor
for work done at a point which it is
not known to-day whether it is within
:00 miles of the line or not; and Mr.
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Barnard shows that he had then in-
volved himiself in engagements in try-
ing to til this Government contract to
the extent of $43,720. The Public
Accounts show a payment to Mr. Bar-
nard to the 31st December on this
work of $1s,284. Now I think that
the most incredulous, the most critical
gentlemen on the Government side of
the House will have some difficulty in
relieving himself from the responsi bil-
ity of saying that a Government who
would thus undertake, in violation of a
Statute, to expend moncy contrary to,
and in open defiance of the law, and to
involve the country in a large amount
of utterly useless expenditure in con-
nection wiih this work, are not fairly
chargeable with being open to public
censure. Now, Sir, I have drawn
attention of the House to the mode in
which the Government have failed in
their duty in reference to the purchase
of steel rails. I have drawn the atten-
tion of the House to the mode in which
ttiey have fiiled in their duty in carry-
ing out the railway in connection with
the telegraph line ; and I have shown
that in both cases a large amount of
public money has been sacrificed as
well as all Parliamentary practice and
principle ignored. I will now briefly
turn the attention of the flouse to the
mode in which the Government have
carried on the contract for the construc-
tion of the Georgian Bay Branch. As
I have stated before, they declared
that this was a question of such vital
urgency and bot haste that they must
go forward, notwithstanding the
remonstrances ofthe hon. gentlemen in
opposition that no instrumental survey
had been made, and that the Govern-
ment had no means of informing
themselves in relation to the nature of
country or the character of the work.
The hon. gentleman made a contract
for the construction of the Georgian
Bay Branch. That was in February,
1875, during the time that Parliament
was sitting. It would have been better,
under the circumstances, considering
the extraordinary character of that
contract, although he had obtained
authority from the House, it would
only have been wise to take the House
into bis confidence before the contract
was made. That was not done; nor
was the approval of Parliament asked

Mr. TuppER.

for that contract. I myself put a
motion on the paper to coidemn the
Georgian Bay contract, but the First
Minister, by adjourning the Ilouse,
prevented its being reached. I am
not now going to say one word
touching the desirability of the work;
but one thing is obvious, Sir, that if
the work was a mistake, then there is
no justification for the step they have
taken. If it was a matter of such
vital urgency as the First MNfinister
declared to the House, how is le going
to justify himself for folding his hands
at the end of a couple of years, in rela-
tion to this work, which lie declared
to be so vitally necessary so long ago
as November, 1874, two years and a
half ago? How did the bon. gentle-
man discharge bis duty to the fHouse
and the country in relation to the con-
tract itself. The law was plain.
The law declared that he was
precluded and prohibited from
giving that contract to anybody unless
they could satisfy him, and give con-
clusive evidence, that they possessed a
capital of $4,000 per mile. Now, Sir,
I draw the attention of hon. gentlemen
to this fact, that the amount I am stat-
ing is far below the sum required by
law, for this reason: instead of having
85 miles, according to Mr. Foster, if is
105 miles, and, according to Mr. Flem-
ing, it is 103f miles; a pretty striking
illustration, I think, to the House, of
the mode in which the Government
plunged blindly and contrary to the
remonstrances given them from this
side of the House, into the undertaking
of this contract at all; but I say that
there is a law which precludes the
Minister of Public Works from letting
one mile of that contract until he
had satisfied himself that Mr. Foster
possessed the capital of $340,000
according to bis own estimate of
the distance, under the Act. Now, Sir,
what was Mr. Foster's position ? The
hon. gentleman has been asked, what
evidence had you of Mr. Foster's abil-
ity to carry on this work ; and be was
obliged to answer-none; and this
with regard to a coiltract, concernîng
which the law obliged him to have
satisfactory testimony before he let it,
that Mr. Foster had a capital of
$340,000; and, that is only an insigni-
ficant portion of the capital which was
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required. The hon. gentleman did
not take any means of ascertaining
whether Mr. Foster was worth a single
dollar; and we all now know that ho
was not worth a dollar; and that
when the contract was let, it was a
matter of rotoriety, that lie had in-
volved himself by the purchase of the
Canada Central Railway. He was
then bound to the payment of interest
which he could not begin to pay at all;
and, in fact, no man in the country
stood in a more embarrassed condition
than Mr. A. B. Foster at the time when
the contract was given him. The fol-
lowing telegram, from a daily paper
published a few days since, says :

"The financial storm which has overtaken
Hon. A. B. Foster, the railway contracter, is
due to the following causes :-In 1871 he bought
the rights of Mr. Bolckow in the Brockville and
Ottawa and Canada Central Railways, on the
understanding that he was to pay a certain
sum for them in ten years, and to commence
paying instalments of the purchase price at
the end of five years."

I stated it was no secret that he was
struggling with difficulties with this
gigantic load of debt around his neck,
at the very moment when the contract
was given him. It further says :

"The price was large, and in addition he
bought from Mr. Bolckow a million and a
quarter dollars' worth of iron rails, which he
neyer paid for. The price of the interest in the
railways and rails was over two million dollars.
He bas paid some small amount of interest on
the railway purchases, but nothing on the rails.
The railway companies have also instituted
several suits against Mr. Foster in Ontario, and
proceedings have been taken to foreclose on the
bonds held by Mr. Bolckow. Several bills of
defendant's now running have not yet been
oued on. Messrs. O'Halloran, Q.C., and Edward
Carter, Q.C., counsel for Mr. Foster, are con-
testing the writ of attachment on the ground
that the affidavit is irregular and insufficient,
and also upon the merits charging that the
Brockville and Ottawa Railway Company,
plaintiffs, have no claims whatever against Mr.
Poster. The contestation was presented at
Sweetsbury to-day."

Now, I say,Sir,that the First Minister
is called upon to justify himself to this
Ilouse, and say why be let this contract
i the face of the law, and contrary to

law, ignoring al] its provisions, and
treating Parliament as if they were his
creatures instead of being wh at Parlia-
ruent always ought to be, the masters
of the Government of the day. Par-
liament always should hold the posi-
tion of requiring the Government to
fulfil the law, or vacate the position
that such non-fulfilment shows that

107

they are not worthy to fill; and I say
that the hon. gentleman has to justify
himself to this louse, under these
circumstances, for making this enor-
mous contract with Mr. Foster, and
making a eontract to build a line of
railway which they did not know the
length of within 20 miles at the time;
and upon which no survey had been
made, and concerning which no esti-
mate had been prepared. The hon:
gentleman violated the law if he has
built this work under the Publie
Works' Act. What does this Act
say ? It declares that:

" It shall be the duty of the Chief En ineer
to prepare maps, plans and estimates for all
public works, which are about to be constructed
or repaired by the Department."

And yet, Sir, without a plan, without
an estimate, without anything what-
ever, without even a recommendation
from the Chief Engineer, this work is
entered upon; and that without a sur-
vey, without the slightest means being
taken to ascertain what ought to be
done with reference to a work which
was considered of such vital import-
ance that it must be rushed through
without Parliament having permission
to pass on the contract at all. It was
thus undertaken, and a binding con-
tract made by the Government. Well,
Sir, that law also was violated; and
where are we to-day ? Why, to-day
we are told that $41,000 of public
money have been paid. Why paid?
How paid ? Upon a certificate of the
Chief Engineer ? The hon. gentleman
bas never received such a certificatg.
The Chief Engineer of the Canadian
Pacific Railway.never signed a cer-
tificate for a dollar of this $41,000;
and, Sir, it was not only paid without
such a certificate, but also without
proper vouchers. Read the document
brouglit down in relation to this
matter I Let the attention of this
House be drawn for a moment to the
paper-the extraordinary paper laid
on the table of the louse in connec-
tion with this most extraordinary con-
tract, and what will it show? Why,
Sir, it will show that we have $41,0O
paid on the Georgian Bay contract.
It will show, Sir, that we have the
contract cancelled; and, Sir, this most
extraordinary document will show the
mode in which the public work ia
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carried on. I think that this document
will hold a very remarkable position.
On November 27th Mr. Foster says:

" We will have the profile of the Canada Cen-
tral Railway in readiness to submit to the De-
partient in the course of three or four weeks,
and the remainder to French River in about
two months."

On the 20th December he asks for
important modifications. On December
23rd Mr. Fleming advises an extension
of time for one year, and that the sub-
stitution of 26 miles of navigation
would be reasonable. On the 8th of
February Mr. Foster says, that his
total outlay amounted to $63,000. On
the 9th of February, Mr. Fleming
says:

'That the proportion payable on an expen-
diture of $38,864 would be $9,716, less 15 per
per cent. to be retained under the 9th section
of the contract."

One would suppose that the Govern-
ment would respect a declaration of
that kind from the Chief Engineer,
but it appears that this was not the
case. It seems that the hon. Minister
of Publie Works, as I stated before,
delights in showing Parliament that he
recognizes no authority here or any-
where else, and that anything con-
tained in the Statute-book, or any
respect for Parliament is not worth a
moment's consideration. On the 28th
February a Minute of Council was
passed on the recommendation of the
Minister of Publie Works, advising
that this contract be cancelled, and
that the $83,000 which the law required
should be deposited as a security for
tie fulfillment of the contract, should
be returned. This deposit belonged to
the people of Canada, and it ought not
to have been returned, without the
sanction of Parliament, to Mr. Foster.
That Minute of Council said that:-

" The amount claimed by Mr. Foster to the
lst instant is $38,862.28, $20,000 of which may
be safely paid."

On the 28th of April, Mr. Fleming
says :

" I find by the accounts furnished by Mr.
Foster, that there are only receipts for about
$20,000. Accordingly, I would advise that he
be called upon to furnish complete vouchers,
and that the whole be placed in the Audit
Department for examination."

I think that this was a very reasonable
and very practical suggestion, and in
this the louse will quite agree with me.

Mr. TUtPPER.

But instead of that being done, instead
of the suggestion of the Chief Engineer
being carried out-although the First
Minister is so ready to fall back on
that gentleman to support himself
whenever he can do so-it appears it
was treated with contempt, and the
answer is an Order in Council dated
the 6th May, recommending the pay-
ment of $36,838.15, and that the
balance on the $50,996, the total sum
claimed, be paid on the production of
vouchers, and this was done, although
Mr. Fleming had shown that only
$9,716, less 15 per cent., could be paid
under the contract.

Mr. MACKENZIE: When did Mr.
Fleming say that? Mr. Fleming said
in his letter dated February 9th:

"The proportion, therefore, payable on an
expenditure of $38,864.28 would be $9,716,07
less 15 per cent. to be retained under the 9th
section of the contract."

The difficulty of readily finding these
three statements is, that the return is
put together in the most extraordinary
manner : one half is baekwards, and
the other half, I was going to say, is
upside-down. In the Order of Council,
of the 28th of April, Mr. Fleming says

"I find, of the accounts furnished by Mr.
Foster,there are only rtceipts for about $20,000.
Accordingly I would advise that he be called
upon to furnish complete vouchers, and that the
whole be placed in the Audit Department for
examination."

On the 6th of May, a few days after-
wards, without any such audit, the
Minister of Publie Works recommends
that $36,838.15 be paid, deducting the
sum of$20,000 already paid.

Mr. MACKENZIE: That is not the
balance of $50,000.

,Mr. TUPPER : He further recom-
mends that he be authorized to pay
the remaining accounts to an extent
not exceeding in the whole the said
sum of " $50,966.27, as soon as such
vouchers are presented as shall be
satisfactory."

Mr. MACKENZIE: Does the bon.
gentleman call that a balance?

Mr. TUPPER: I said the balance On
$50,000-that iR, the balance renaining
on 850,000. The hon. gentleman ms-
understood me.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I did not nis-
understand the hon. gentleman. 11e
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said there was a balance of $50,000,
and when I called for him to show
where that balance was stated he
looked for it but could not find it. Now
he makes out that he did not mean
that. The amount referred to is made
up of the following items :-Buildings,
&c., at mouth or French River,
$9,494.83; survey, 31,838.15; head
office expenses and fees to consulting
engineer, $5,000; contingent expenses
at ten per cent., $4,633 ; total,
850,966.27. So that instead of there
being a balance of $50,000, that is tho
sum total of the claim of Mr. Foster,
and which the Ministers recommended
should be paid as soon as such vouchers
were presented as were satisfactory,
first as to the character and usefulness
of the work at French River; and,
seondly, the actual payment of the
several sums for purposes defined in
the Order in Council of February the
5th, 1876.

.Mr. TUPPER: If tlie hon. gentle-
man understood me to say there was a
balance of $50,000, after the $36,838
were paid, he misunderstood me. I
meant that the value, $50,966, was the
whole anount clained by Mr. Foster.
I do not want to detain the House
while I read the whole amended Order
in Council. I said that Mr. Fleming
.stated that he could only find receipts
for $20,000 ; and that Mr. Fleming
aIdvised that Mr. Foster be called upon
to furnish complete vouchers, and that
the whole be placed in the Audit De-
partment for examination; but, instead
of that, as far as any evidence given to
the flouse shows, no such audit took
place. The hon. the Minister of Public
Works recommended that $36,838.15
be paid, and also that the balance on
850,966.27 be paid on production of
Vouchers. I trust I have made mysolf
elear to the hon. gentleman. It does
not require the slightest exaggeration
in order to maRe the case sufficiently
strong, as I think I have convinced
the hon, gentleman. We come now to
the case of the Canada Central Rail-
w ay. I have shown to the House the
mode in which Mr. Foster is dealt
with. That a contract is made with
him without his showing that he had
sufcient capital to carry it out; that
he entered upon the work; and that
he got a certain amount for that work.

107.

And if the House wants to know more
as to the character of that work, it can
refer to Mr. Ridout, who had been ap-
pointed by the Government in charge
of that work, and who, a short time
before these payments were made,
gave a most remarkable history
of the mode in which the work was
proceeded with. On the 22nd of Nov.,
Mr. Ridout, who had been sent to
examine the work, says that Mr. Fos-
ter's engineer, Mr. Harris, was unable
afford him any positive information of
the result of their surveys so far as
made, having only in his office a few
rough pieces of profiles and maps of
portions of the early surveys in a very
unfinished state, no proper profiles or
map having as yet been made. If the
House will turn to the Journals for
1875, they will find the terms on which
the Government was authorized by
this House to make a contract in rela-
tion to the Canada Central. What
were they ?-

" That the Company shall, within one month
from the ratification of this Order in Council,
by the House of Commons, satisfy the Minister
of Public Works that they have entered into a
bonafide contract or contracts for the building
of the railway, and have provided sufficient
means, with the Government bonus, to secure
the completion of the line on or before the lt
day of January, 1877, and also that the com-
pany shall, from the date of such contracta,
make continuously such progress aswilljustify
the hope of the completion of the line within
the time mentioned."

Now, there is the basis on which the
Government alone could make a con-
tract, and the terms upon which alone
they could make any payment. In the
first instance I want to know with
whom they made the contract?
They are obliged by law, they are
compelled by the action of the House
to ascertain that this Company have
sufficient means with that bonus to
complete the work by the 1st January,
1877, and they are only permitted by
their Order in Council to make a con-
tract with parties who proved beyond

eradventure they had the means.
Whomr did they make it with ? They
made it with Mr. A. B. Foster, not
content with giving the contract for
the Georgian Bay Branch, in which
they were required by law to have
proof that ho had a capital of $340,000.
They gave another contract for the
Canada Central to the same man with-
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out the slightest evidence that he pos-
sessed a single dollar, or had the means
of doing anything whatever. It is then
apparent that this contract was made
in the teeth of the Order in Council
with a party that the Order in Council
excludes from making such contract
at all, limiting, as it does, the payment
to a person who had made the contract
and was not making such continuous
progress as would complete itwithin the
time. Yet $68,000 of the public money
of the country has been paid over
to this Mr. A. B. Foster, in viola-
tion of the express terms of the act of
this House, and without the evidence
that he was doing anything at all
except these imperfect surveys, which
are treated with much contempt by the
Government Engineer who was sent
up to see what he was doing and on
what pretext he was claiming to be
paid. He was paid all the money he
professed to have expended on his sur-
veys, and that without vouchers or
audit; without the authority of law,
and in opposition to express ternms of
his contract, then he was paid $68,000
on the pretext that he had deposited a
lot of iron rails somewbere. The line
is not located, the surveys have not
been fnished according to Mr. Flem-
ming's statement and Mr. Ridout's
statement. No one knows where the
line is to begin, whether twenty miles
from Renfrew or not, because the esti-
mated eighty-five miles from Burnt
Lake to the Georgian Bay, turned out
to be 105 miles; so that from the
vicinity of Douglas to Burnt Lake it
would not, improbably, be 140 miles if
the same in accurate estimate was made,
So they do not know if these rails,
what few are left of them, are now
within twenty miles of where the line
was to commence. These iron rails
were shown to be of the most worthless
character, but they were valued by
Mr. Foster, during the past season, at
$48 a ton and he was paid $68,000 on
them at that rate. That is not the
worst, it will probably turn out that
these rails are owned by parties
in England, but if they are of
no more value than we have
reason to suppose, it is of very
little consequence what became of
them. It is said that what were used
for ballasting were worn out, they

Mr. TUPPER.

were so utterly worthless. After Mr.
Poster is paid $68,000 in violation of
the law, in violation of the Order
in Council, which required him to be
going on continuously with the work
and showing that ho could com-
plete this contract, ho coolly asked
the loan of 100 tons of those rails;
and this good-natured Government,
this Government which seems to be
owned by Mr. Foster, say very well,
but you must deposit some security, so
le deposited some South Eastern Rail-
way bonds; and when we asked the
First Minister, who had no more auth-
ority to take and lend that 100 tons of
rails than to lend money out of the
Treasury, after paying more than twice
as much as they were worth, what se-
curity did you get ?-he says Soith
Eastern Railway bonds. We asked if he
knew whether they are worth any-
thing ; No! ho says ho is unable to say
that they can be sold at all, and I be-
lieve for the best reason, that they
have, as far as I can ascertain, no
marketable value. Then, Sir, when
gentlemen in opposition, patient and
enduring as we are, ready to pass over
almost anything that is not of such a
grave nature as to compel us to do our
duty to the country, when we call
attention to it, and it is a matter of in-
vestigation what turns out to be the
fact ? Why that instead of 100 tons
being gone, there are 227 tons
gone, and without any authority,
without any security, without any
pretence, without even the form-
ality of asking for the last 127 tons.
I do the Government the justice to
say that I believe they were ignorant
of the fact; that this property which
had been paid for, that this property
which belonged to the country
was being used by Mr. Foster as if
it was his own private property. That
is the condition of things on which I
think we are justified in asking the
IIouse to say it cannot agree to endorse
the policy of the Government, or the
mode in which the Canadian Pacific
Railway has been carried ont. I must
say something about a most remarkable
transaction, that is, a report brought
down, I believe, to the Senate-at a]l
events, it is a public document-shw-
ing what is -going on ut the
interesting section of the country called
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- Thunder Bay." I said before, that I
would carefully guard myself againsi
using a word or throwing out insinua
tions which might be construed into a
personalassault or anything outside o,
the necessary criticism of this work as
a publie tratsaction.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Do not spare
yourself.

Mr. TUPPER: I wish I could be
s)ared, I believe the Minister of Public
Works-unlike me-is incapable of ap.
preciating the pain it gives me to be
compelled to criticise the conduct of
any publie man as my duty obliges me
to criticise bis. If ho knew the
pleasure it gave me to say, as I did
two years ago, that I believed there
was no man in this country botter able
to fill the office of Minister of Public
Works than himself, ho would appre-
ciate the pain with which I am now
forced to admit that I was no prophet,
and that the administration of his
department bas obliged me to recon-
sider that compliment which I was so
happy to be able to bestow, in this
louse, upon the hon. gentleman. But
Sir, I have shown that this railway
lino was taken down there, and this
branch commenced without the
authority of Parliament. There is no
law for the construction of the Thunder
Bay branch. We have been told that
this is un economical Government.
Well, we haverbad a specimen of their
economy in this connection. But when
I tell the House that the Return brought
down shows that over $51,000 have
been paid for about a mile of right of
way at Kaministiquia, that wild and
unsettled country, they can form some
cor.ception of how the Government
are expending the public money. Here
is a country which bas been described
-and I need not describe again-by
the hon. the Minister of Finance as a
road running through an unpeopled
desert, and which $51,000 would
almost have bought the fee simple of a
few years ago. No doubt the value of
property has risen from the fact of the
Government locating the road thore,
but it is an important question for dis-
cussion, why it should have gone to
that point instead of to Prince Arthur's
Landing, or why it should have gone
to a place which lengthens the road.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It shortens the
road.

Mr. TUPPER: Any person looking
at the map distributed to the House,
will find that the one lino is curved,
and the other almost direct. But I
believe I am right in sayingthatprivate
enterprise is building a lino to Prince
Arthur's Landing, and that the Gov-
ernment of Ontario have subsidized the
lino to the extent of $2,000 por mile
to make this connoction. I believe
that returns brought down to the
House proves that Mr. Ballairge
bas shown that there are forty-three
days more of navigation to Prince
Arthur's Landing than to the point
where the Government are mak-
ing the terminus of the line.
I am now quoting from the report
brought down by the Government. Mr.
Ballairge is a gentleman of high attain-
monts, a gentleman who bas been long
in the Public Works Department, and
who was sent up specialTy to examine
into this question, and this is his
report. It may be worthy the con-
sideration of the House or it may be
not.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It cannot be
correct.

Mr. TUPPER: If the bon. gentle-
man says it is not correct ho is correct-
ing bis own return submitted on the
authority of bis own Engineer. I do
not want to detain the House, and will,
therefore, pass over that without tak-
ing time to turn over authorities; but
whenever the accuracy of any state-
ment I make is challonged, I think I
shall be just as likely to give as deci-
sive testimony as I have given now.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Where is that
report ?

Mr. TUPPER: It is the report re-
lating to the Port Francis Locks or
Canal.

Mr. MACKENZLE : Perhaps the
hon. gentleman will allow me to cor-
rect him, because I do not think he
deliberately intended to mislead the
House. The date the hon. gentleman
quoted has no reference to the river
or Thunder Bay at all; it is the chain
of lakes away in the interior, 200
miles from this.

Supply- (APRLIL 21, 1877.]



1702 Supply-

Mr. TUPPER: I will show the
Hlouse that if any person is to blame it
is the one who made the report. The
hon. gentleman calls Kaministiquia the
present terminus of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, and I assumed, as this
return says : " River Kaministiquia,
the present terminus of the Canadian
Pacifie Railway," and puts the words :
" opening 25th May, and closing 20th
October opposite," that it applied to
the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Mr. MACKENZIE : The figures are
not opposite.

Mr. TUPPER : The hon. gentleman
will see if I am inaccurate in the state-
ment that inaccuracy lias followed the
extraordinary way in which this re-
turn has described the terminus. Mr.
Ballairge has put down navigation as
opening on the 25th May and closing
on the 26th October. He may not have
meant that, but it is certainly calcula-
ted to give that impression, and I am
glad the hon. gentleman has called
my attention to it.

'Mr. MACKENZ[E: The return will
not read that way at all.

Mr. TUPPER: I read it in that
way, and I am glad if there is any
error, that the hon. gentleman bas
drawn attention to it because I can
assure him I am most anxious to avoid'
the slightest error of statement in
criticizing these matters. But at all
events,there is a considerable difference
between the opening and closing of
navigation at the two points.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No.
Mr. TUPPER: Why, even the hon.

gentleman's own correction admits
considerablo difference, and when we
take into consideration, Sir, the fact,
we are building 400 miles of railway
from Thunder Bay to the Red River,
and that we are going to this enormous
expenditure of public money for the
construction of a road that is to be
practically useless for something like
at least six months in the year, it does
become important, Sir, even to the
extent of a few days as to the opening
of navigation; but, Sir, I did not pro-
p ose to discuss whether an error had
ben made or not in the selection of
one point or the other; but I want to
draw the attention of the louse

Mr. MAoKENZIE.

to this point, the amount paid
for the right of way at Kaminis-
tiquia. Now, Sir, it is perfectly ob-
vious that the location of a railway
enormously increases the value ofland;
but I deny that speculators-and these
people are declared to be speculators ;
it is so stated in this document which
has been brought down by the Gov-
ernment-and persons who have gone
in to purchase land on speculation at a
more nominal figure, have a right to
be paid by the Government the in-
creased value of their land owing to
the location of the railway there.
When the Intercolonial Railway was
located, the principle observed by the
Government and by the Commissioners
in the payment for right of way, was
the rational principle of paying the
amount that the land would have been
worth if the railroad had not been
located there, because it is perfectly
obvious that this was all the parties
owning it were entitled to.

Ifr. BOWELL: That is all the Act
allowed.

Mr. TUPPER: Yes; that is all
the Act allowed; and all it ought to
allow, because it is perfectly apparent
that the Government would pay, other-
wise, twice the increased value of the
land and that -when the parties are in
most instances only too glad to give
the right of way. It is truc that this
appears on the papers to have been a
town, but it was a town without any
bouses. I believe that after they made
up their minds to seli to the Govern-
ment, a rough shanty was erected on
it to give it additional value, but all the
streets and everything else about it
existed only on paper and in the im-
agination of these wise and pru-
dent speculators who managed W
pocket the people's money without
giving any equivalent consideration for
it. Now, Sir, what do you suppose
was paid by the Intercolonial Railroad
Commissioners for the right of way on
500 miles, in round numbers, of the
line of the Intercolonial RailwaY -
and this was not through a wild and
unsettled country like Kainuistigmia,
but it ran in many places through the
finest, the most arable and the mOst
valuable land to be found in the Pro-
vinces of Nova Scotia and NeW
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Brunswick and Quebec-only about
$273,000; and,Sir,I may say that eighty
miles of right of way, with station
grounds, gravel pits and everything
Government required in connection
with the construction of the road,
through Nova Scotia in the splendid
counties of Cumberland and Colchester,
through the town of Truro, and
through the village of Amherst,
including damages to buildings and
for buildings, and for everything else,
cost only about $3,000 more than for
this mile of right of way at Kam.
inistiquia. What will the House say
when I tell them that, according to
the rate paid for the roadway at
Thunder Bay, the Government have
paid at the rate of nearly
three millions of money more than for
the whole cost of constructing the
Iritercolonial Railway with all the ap-
purtenances, and with all the rolling
stock, and with everything else on it;
and that,in fact, these 500 miles, accord-
ing to the rate paid at Thunder Bay,
would have cost instead of $272,420,
which was the entire cost of 500 miles
through Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick, and Quebec, $25,709,500 for
the right of way alone; such would
have been the cost, had the owners of
]and on the Intercolonial been paid at
the same rate as these speculators at
Kaministiquia, who have thus been per-
miitted to pocket the people's money,
Sir, I only need to draw the attention of
the House to these figures to show that
the most wasteful extravagance in the
use of the public money has been ex-
hibited by the Government in relation
to that matter.

An hon. GENTLEMAN: Who got
it ?

Mr. TUPPER : An hon. gentleman
asks me who got it; but to answer
that would take me to another branch
of the subject, whicb, as I stated at the
outset, I wanted to avoid; I must,
therefore, decline to say anything with
reference to that enquiry. But, Sir,
I now corne to another matter in con-
nection with this work, and that is-
the Fort Francis Locks. I will not re-
fer to it at length, and I will not
occupy much of the time of the House
with it, because it has been laid before
the louse previously; but I must say
this, Sir, that the policy of the Govern-

ment was stated in very distinct terms
in 1875 by the Minister of Publie
Works, and it was this:-

I In addition, therefore, to the railway sur-
veys from Lake Shebandowan to Lake Superior,
a distance of 45 miles, and from Red River to
Rat Portage, a distance of 114 miles, we have
felt it desirable to make correct surveys, during
the season, of the intervening distance. The
entire distance from Red River to Lake Superior
is, in round numbers, 430 miles by the Dawson
route, of this we have surveyed and asked for
tenders for 155 or 160 miles. This leaves a di?-
tance between the two points of 270 miles, of'
that distance we will be able, by constructing
two cheap wooden locks at Fort Francis, to
obtain from Rat Portage uninterrupted steam
navigation for a distance of nearly 200 miles to
Sturgeon Falls at the east end of Rainy Lake."

ie further says:
" We hope within two years, or two and a

half at the outside, that we will have a railway
finished at the eastern and western ends, and,
with these and the locks at Fort Francis, we
expect that the distance altogether may be
traversed in four or five days at the outside,
that now takes on the average from nine to
twelve days "

That was the policy of the Govern-
ment as avowed in 1875; and I may
state that the policy announced in
the speech of the hon. gentlemen in
submitting the Railway Act of 1874,
was the immediate construction of a
through line of railway from Lake
Superior to Red Rivor. In 1875, a
year afterwards, that policy was aban-
doned, and it was proposed to substi-
tute for it a mixed route of land and
water-270 miles of navigation with a
short lino of railway at each end.
The attention of the hon. Minister was
drawn in forcible terms, from this side
of the House, to the fact that as on the
United States side there was a lino
from Duluth to Red River, it was utterly
impossible to suppose that we could
compete by 150 miles of Railway at
the two ends of the route, and half a
dozen or eight portages to cross,and 270
miles of navigation; and that all the
money expended on itwould be thrown
away. The hon.gentleman then revised
his policy and again changed it, under-
taking to construct a through line of rail-
way from Thunder Bay direct to Red
River. When, Sir, that was done, it
was assumed that this expenditure,
which would have been thrown away
in any case, and utterly useless, if a
direct lino of railway was made, would
be abandoned, and that no further ex-
penditure of money should take place
on it. It appears, however, that, while
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undertaking to construct as rapidly
as the location of a through lino of
railway would permit, a through
railway, the Government have at
the same time expended over $100,000
of public money, not on any portion of
the Canadian Pacifie Railway, but on
these locks at Fort Francis, and in that
direction. Now, Sir, I have said that
this report, in reference to Mr. Foster,
was a marvellous report, but it is in
fact rather thrown into the shade, if
anything, by the Fort Francis Locks
report. What do we find? We find
that, although the Public Works' Act
says, that the Government must have
the specifications of the engineer in all
works constructed by that Department,
they had no specifications, and that a
Mr. Sutherland-who ho is I know
not-of Orillia, is called in hot haste
to go and take charge of the work, and
actually commence excavations with-
out an estimate, without a plan, with-
out engineering, or anything else. A
more astounding series of statements,
except for gentlemen who are conver-
sant with these papers, which have
recently been brought down, could
scarcely be presented to the fHouse,
than these papers which are beforo us
at present. Why, Sir, they show that
there were no tenders. The law says
that the Government must have ten-
ders. The vote is for the Canadian
Pacifie Railway. Every dollar expen-
ded is expended under that Act, or
under no Act at all. If they have ex-
pended it under the Canadian Pacific
Rilway Act, then, as my right hon.
friend has stated, they are acting con-
trary to law, for they did it without
tender; and if it was expended under
the Public Works Act, then it was
contrary to law, because they have no
vote for it and no authority. Sir, it
will be seen by the Publie Works Act
that, in that case, they would bc violat-
ing the Act. It says:

"Nothing in this Act shall give authority
to the inister to cause expenditure not pre-
viously sanctioned by Parliament, except for
such repairs and alterations es the interest
of the public service shall require."

Sir, in that case, whether it
was expended under the Pacifie
Railway Act, or under the Public
Works' Act, the Goverument can-
not proceed without estimates, with-
out plans, and without surveys by the

Mrl TuPppa.

Engineer; and yet you find that you
have, as in the other return, to read
this book backwards, and that when
you have got to the end of the chapter,
after the money has been spent, you get
an estimate, and that after the Gov-
ernment has expended over $100,000,
they find that it is desirable to have
an estimate, and send a gentleman
up there to furnisli them with one. On
the 11th May, 1875, Mr. Braun writes
to Mr. Sutherland that:

" Pending the arrival from Ottawa of such
instructions, you will proceed with the excava-
tions first of the whole of the earth-work, and
afterwards of such portions of the work as
must necessarily be taken out."

On July 24th Mr. Sutherland is
informed:

"Full instructions have been sent to Mr.
Hazlewood to proceed to Fort Francis and
prepare afull and complete design for the whole
work."

On the 2nd August following, Mr.
Hazlewood wrote to Mr. Braun:

" DAn Sia,-Your communications, Nos.
31,203 and 31,204, with enclosures, are to hand.
I shall give the canal question at Fort Francis
my best attention. I have brought Mr. Morti-
mer down to work upon the plans, and as soon
as they are ready I shall not lose a moment in
forwarding them to Ottawa. In the meantime
I may state that I approve of the location
selected by Mr. Mortimer for the canal at Fort
Francis."

Mr. MACKENZIE : On the 11th
May Sir. Braun had written to Mr.
Sutherland:

" On reaching Fort Francis you will see Mr.
Mortimer, resident engineer, who will be at
once instructed to take soundings with a view
to determine the exact points at which it wotild
be most desirable to construct the canal locks
at each, and you will then as speedily as pos-
sible ascertain the nature of the rock and the
depth of various points, so that Mr. Mortimer
can make a section."

And on the 5th July-a month
before the hon. gentleman said he had
been instructed to go there -wrote :

" According to instructions received from
Mr. Hazlewood, I have made the necessary
profile, and have laid out the ground for the
locks on Rainy River at this place."

Mr. MACKENZIE: Now, does the
hon. gentleman mean to mix up these
dates with the view of misleading the
Bouse ?

Mr. TUPPER: I will now read from
the document brought down by the
hon. the First Minister himself. The
first thing to be noticod is the extra-
ordinary statement that:>
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"I in the return prepared for the louse in the
matter of the Fort Francis Locks, there is
wanting the report of Mr. S. Hazlewood, giving
an estimate ofthe cost of the works. The report
is mislaid, but Mr. Hazlewood bas been written
to for a copy of it."

I believe among all the documents with
reference to an important public work
that perhaps is the most extraordinary
statement that could be found. On
May 1lth, a letter was sent to Mr.
Sutherland, signed by Mr. Braun,
stating:

" When you reach Fort William you will see
Mr. Walter Oliver, and, if he has llnished the
work entrusted to him, he will accompany you
to assist in taking charge of the men. Mr.
James Macdonald and Mr. Oliver will act as
foremen under you, either in the woodrb or at
the works, as you may deem desirable."

An HON. MEMBER: What Mr.
Oiver is that ?

Mr. TUPPER I don't know. This
Fort Francis Lock appears to have been
a happy preserve for the needy friends
of the Government, who could be ship-
ped up there out of the reach of any
one. Did any one ever hear of a resi-
dont engineer being the person to
prepare plans and to authorize
the construction of a public work?
What does the hon. First Minister take
the House for? Does he.not suppose
that we know that a resident engineer
is generally a person with-merely
sufficient knowledge of engineering to
enable him to carry out the instruc-
tions of his superior officers. Long
months afterwards it was found that
Mr. Mortimer's information was all
wrong, that ho had not the proper
depth of the locks or anything con-
nected with it; and that was the best
evidence that Mr. Mortimer was not a
-competent engineer. On the 24th
July, Mr. Sutherland is written to as
follows:

" These instructions necessarily include the
re-examination of the line recommended by
yourself and Mr. Mortimer, and should Mr.
Hazlewood conceive it necessary to make any

'change in the location, you will defer to bis
Opinions, and carry on the work on the amended
lins be may trace out, should he conceive that
course to be necessary."

Now, I ask, in the history of Canada.
was ever a public work proceeded
with in such a manner as that ? I do
not think there was. At all events it
was done in deliberate defiance of the
Publie Works' Act, and without any
-sufficient authority. Everything like ,

law and precedent, and everything that
savours of Parliamentary Govern ment
were thrown to the wind because the
hon. the First M'nister decided that
the work should be commenced at once.
Every person knew that the engineer
in charge should have control and
power over the work. But Mr. IHazle-
wood was written to as follows:-

'' As the site where Mr. Satherlandwill com-
mence his excavation bas been recommended
by Mr. Mortimer equally as by himself, there is
fair reason to look forward to the line selected
by them being approved by yourself."

I have never heard of such instrue.
tions given to an engineer. It was a
direct hint to him how to make up his
mind. Would it be supposed that,
under such circumstances as those, the
work of excavation should have been
ordered by the hon. the Minister of
Public Works on the lith May ? On
the 1th April, 1876, nearly a year
afterwards, Mr. Braun wrote to Mr.
Sutherland:-

'' Sa,-I am directed to forward you bere-
with a copy of plan of lock at Fort Francis,
prepared by Mr. Page, which bas been ap-
proved of by the Minister. I am to authorize
you to resume work on the said lock by day
labour, and to request that you will submit to
the Department an estimate of the probable
monthly expenditure for the neit twelve
months."

This letter was sent, althouglh the
work had been commenced nearly a
year before under the direction of the
Minister of Public Works. And yet
the hon. gentleman would insinuate
that I was not doing justice to these
statements, because 1 did not read them
in detail. We at last get something
practical. It is the report signed by
Mr. Baillairge, who had been instructed
on the 30th August to proceed to Fort
Francis. Mr. Baillairge said in effect
that all the money hal been thrown
away, and that the work was pi actical-
ly useless unless a great deal more
money was spent upon it; and showed
that the work had proved an utter
delusion. He said:-

"The object for which the Fort Francis
Canal is being constructed cannot be ohtained
unless Rainy River is improved so as to ensure
the requisite draft, and the ascent of vessels
against the current in the rapid."

lie goes on to speak of the mode of
improvement, and says:-

" No definite scheme or estimate can, how-
ever, be submitted, unless the necessary levels,
soundings and measurements are taken along
the entire line of the proposed navigation."
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It is ihus shown that about a year
after this work was in progress an
Engineer of the Public Works Depart-
ment was sent up to the locality and
found the Government had not taken
the first preliminary step required to be
taken before the money was expended.
But ho gave on 1st September, 1876, a
very remarkable statement. Ho said:

" Sin,--Having been instructed on the 3rd ult.,
by the Hon. the Minister of Public Works to
examine the Fort Francis Canal, now under
your charge, and to give such directions as I
may deem advisable, I herewith enclose for
your guidance a specification of the work to be
done according to the revised plan with which
you have lately been furnished.

"This plan was prepared from somewhat
limited information, and is based on the high
and low water levels originally observed by
the engineer who first laid out the work; the
low water levels have since been found to be
fourteen inches lower at the lower end than
represented on the plan. I have, therefore,
appended to the specification a list of levels,
showing the elevation of the main portions of
the work, so as to suit the highest and lowest
mater levels observed up to the present time."

So we have, in regard to this work
upon which the excavations were com-
menced on 11th May, 1875, a statement
made by Mr. Baillairge on lst Sept.,
1876, that they were mistaken as to
the first principles and initial steps
necessary to the very inception of the
w'ork. Mr. Baillairgé continues:

" As it is important to ascertain the extent
and natare of the obstructions, and the cost of
removing or overcoming the same, you are
hereby requested to examine the sections of
the channel referred to, and such other points
as may appear doubtful, during the season of
lowest water, and to furnish the Department
with a report thereon, together with an esti-
mate of the probable cost of improving the
channel for the required draught from Rainy
Lake to the Lake of the Woods."

I hope I have satisfied the hon. the
Minister of Public Works, and in road-
ing the text of this remarkable docu-
ment, I have given the House the best
evidence that the work was undertaken
-without any knowledge of the subject,
and after $100,000 were expended an
engineer was sent to investigate and
report on the work, showing, in the
most conclusive manner, that the in-
formation which the hon. the Minister
of Public Works was bound to have
obtained before entering upon the
undertaking was not fully obtained
until one year and a half after the
work was commenced; and, in fact,
a more reekless, illegal, unjustifiable
expenditure of public money had never

Mr. TUPPER.

been inade by any person in tiis
country. In the report of the hon. tho
Minister of Public Works, on page 26,
what do we fnd? We find tliat at this
place where Fort Francis Lock is being
constructed with seven feet of water
on the sills, for forty miles thore is a
depth of only four feet and a half; yet
the public money is used vithoutplans.
specifications, or authority of the Chier
Engineer; or without any recommend-
ation under which one dollar could be
expended, and the hon. gentleman
makes an expenditure of $100,000,
which unless followed up by an expen-
diture of half a million more, will not
accomplish the object proposed. But
suppose the works would be completed,
what thon ? Does any one suppose
that with a railway from Duluth to
Red River, a single ton of freight
would be carried by that route? As
regards the transportation of rails, by
this route there would be eight port-
ages, involving sixteen times loading
and unloading, putting the rails into
waggons and taking them out again;
and the most insane Minister of
Public Works would not undertake to
transport one ton of heavy freight of
any descrip.tion by any such line. Yet,
the hon gentleman adhered to the
policy ho had presented before ho had
undertaken to construct a direct line
from Thunder Bay to Red River, and
went on with this expenditure. But
the amount was not charged to current
expenditure, as, under the late Govern-
ment, all expenditures in connection
with the Dawson Route were charged.
I draw the attention of the hon. the
Minister of Finance to the fact that,
when he is comparing the expenditure
of 1873-74 and subsequent years, all
such expenditures under the late Gov-
ernment were charged to current
revenue, and not chargable to capital
under this Government. Al these
expenditures are made in connectiOn
with the Canadian Pacifie RailwaY,
and thus hundreds of thousands of
dollars were expended without having
any more connection with the
railway than if it was spent
in Nova Scotia or New IBrunswick.
I am happy to say that the duty I have
laid upon myself is drawing te a close-
I think I have given to the Hlouse
sufficient reason in relation te the
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policy of the Government, and the
mode in which they have carried out
that policy, for passing a moderate
censure, the moderate censure that
I propose-that this Hlouse cannot
approve of the policy of the Govcrn-
ment. We cannot approve of it, be-
cause Ministers have violated their
principles and their pledges; because
the men who declared to the Canadian
public that the railway never would be
built by any other mode than by a
private company, aided by a grant of
land and money, had, so soon as they
obtained power, trampled the principles
propouinded and the pledges given to
the people, under their foet, and shown
that what they meant was that no
other Govei nment should, in this way,
handle the public money, and be able
to deal with the publie requirements,
but thenselves. The moment
they were entrusted with power,
in consequence, I suppose, of their
high purity and independence of
character, they thought it would be
safe to change the whole policy, and
to take the work into their own hands,
although it would involve an enormous
direct expenditure by the Government.
I ask the support of the House to the
amendment because the Government
have violated their pledges given to
the people, that if power was
ceonceded to them it would never
be abused, and the great cardinal
principle of their policy would be
that not one dollar would be ex-
pended without a direct vote of Parlia-
ment. I have shown that millions
have been expended, I may say millions
wasted, without having a vote ofParlia-
ment for a single dollar. I am justified
in asking the louse to pass this censure
upon the Government, because their
Proceedings have been unconstitutional
and illegal, and they have violated the
law under which they arc constructing
this work, with respect to the declara-
tien that public tenders must be invited,
and the work performed by con-
tract. They have expended public
maoneys without tenders. I have shown
that they have, in an unconstitutional
mflanner, because, without any vote of
Parliament, thQy have undertaken to
Pledge the good faith of Canada to the
Payment of millions, and by a reckless
Purchase have saddled the country with

a dead loss of over a million and a half,
involving an annual charge upon our
treasury of $75,000 for ever. I have
shown that, in addition to their vacil-
lating policy,-a policy changing from
hour to bour, a policy of a mixed route
one day and an all-rail route the -next,
of carrying on the works by a paifte
company one day and by the Govern-
ment the next, and now they propose
to revert to the former when thev have
destroyed all chance of success. I have
shown that even in dealing with tho
small matter of the right of way in an
unsettled and unpoopled district at
Kaministiquia, the payment made was
such that it applied to payment of the
right of way for the Intercolon ial, whieh
passed in large sections through a
settled country, many sections passing
through most valuable lands, the-
amount would have been more than the
whole cost of the Intercolonial by some-
thing more than three millionsofdollars.
I have shown you that their policy was
a breach of faith, because they have
pledged themselves to British Colum-
bia; they have pledged themselves to
the Imperial Governnient, to construct
a railway on Vancouver Island, and
to construct a railway from the shores
of the Pacifie to the shores of Lake
Superior by 1890, without any qualifi-
cation or restriction whatever, both of
which they have abandoned. I have
shown you that their expenditure
during the past year was in contraven-
tion of the decision of the House, as
arrived at by the resolution of the hon.
member forWest Middlesex (Mr. Ross),
because the hon. the First Minister
knows that he cannot say it is not in-
creasing the taxation of the country.
With the $3,000,000 of additional taxa-
tion, levied when they first obtained.
power, gone, with an admitted deficit
of $2,000,000 during the past year,
with the demand upon the louse this
Session for $500,000 more to meet the
ordinary expenditure of the country, I
defy the hon. gentleman to say that
every dollar ho expends on the Cana-
dian Pacifie Railway does not increaso
the existing rate of taxation. And, if it
does, 1 say the resolution, prepared, as
I believe it was, by the Government,
and put intothe handsofthehon. mem--
ber for West Middlesex, and sustained,
as it was, by them, was a complete-
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breach of faith of the solemnn, binding
obligation the Government had made
with British Columbia, and with the
Imperial Government, that thoy would
proceed with and construct the road
within the time stated. Tho hon. the
First Minister stated, in his manifesto
to the country, in reference to the con-
nection of immigation to this work :

I We shall endeavour to make these great
works auxiliary to the promotion of immigra-
tion on an extended scale, and to the settlement
and development of these rich and fertile
territories on which our hopes for the future of
'Canada are so largely fixed."

Is there a man in Canada who did
not concur in the sentiment propounded
there ? Is thero a man in Canada, who
knows anything of the great and fbr-
tile country spoken of, who does not
think that the future hopes of Canada
are, to a large extent, necessarily fixed
on that country? And, yet, what bas
been the record of the hon. gentleman ?
Dealing with the publie money with
unstinted hand-for Parliament has
been ready to place anything demanded
in the hon. gentleman's hands-what
lias been donc ? Instead of making
his Canadian Pacifie Railway policy
accomplish what every person believes
might be accomplisbed in connection
,with the settlement of that country-
-every one knows that one of the prime
considerations in connection with this
.great work was that it would afford
the means of giving valuable, remune-
rative employment to the immigrants
brought into the country to people
that magnificent territory-yet the
Government have done absolutely
nothing towards that end. Was there
lever a Government in the position this
Government ivas in, with this matter
in their hands, with a support in
-Parliament such as few Governments
have cver po.sessed, and with the
opportunity of advancing the interests
-of the country in that way without
measure and without bounds. And,
yet, what is the record to-day ? The
record of Votes and Proceedings of
yesterday shows that the number of
immigrants brought to this country in
1873, when not a mile of this road was
under contract, was three times as great
as during the past year; that while
the cost per head of bringing im-
migrants to the country bas been
-enormously increased, we stand in the

M.r. TUPPM.

position, that instead of the construc-
tion of this great work bringing a
tremendous immigration and ad-
vancing the interests of Canada in the
way the bon. the First Minister held
out to the country when ho made this
address to the people, those expecta-
tions have utterly failed ; and that
notwithstanding all this expenditure
in connection with the work, it bas not
been attended by increased influx of
immigrants, but, on the contrary, a
large and rapid decline bas taken
place. I have referred already to the
violation of law, the utter disregard of
Parliamentary authority, and the
enormous payments of money con-
nected with the Georgian Bay Branich
and the Canada Central Railroad, in
violation of the one and contempt of
the other. The whole policy of the
Government, as propounded by the
hon. gentleman, bas been utterly de-
lusive, and to-day we find ourselves
without any advance, without anything
accomplisbed, but minus a large sum
of money which bas been paid to
parties, who, contrary to the law, were
entrusted to carry out contracts. I
ama sorry that I have been obliged to
trespass on the indulgence of the
House so long, but I think I have ad-
duced sufficient to support the motion
which I now have the honour to inove.
I have endeavoured, and I think the
hon. the First Minister will agree with
me in the statement, to avoid every
question that could raise an unpleasalt
topic of discussion between the Oc-
cupants of the Treasury Benches and
ourselves. Notwithstanding the great
temptation that was presented as I
proceeded in this discuesion, I have
carefully endeavoured to give a simple
statement of facts prosented by the
Government themselves, as brought
down in public documents; and if I
have not established successfully that
the Government have failed in their
duty to the country, and that the
course they have pursued on this great
question bas been detrimental to
the interests of the country, then I
have no grounds on which to ask for
the support of this House. But I feel
that the case that has been presented
is one which entitles me confidentlYtO
ask your support, and if Ido not obtain
it irom this House there is an eqIallY
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independent tribunal in this country
to which I can confidently look for the
affirmation of this motion which I have
now the honour to offer. Thanking
the House for their indulgence at this
late period of the Session which they
have kindly given on the ground of the
vast importance of the subject, and
deeply regretting my own physical
inability, under the circumstances in
which I was compelled to address the
House, to deal with the question as
vigorously as the interests of the
country demand, I beg leave to offer
the following resolution:-

" That Mr. Speaker do not now leave the
Chair, but that it be Resolved, That this House
cannot approve of the course pursued by this
Government with respect to the Canadian
Pacific Railway."

Mr. MACKENZ[E moved that the
debate be adjourned, the hour being
eleven o'clock, and that it be the first
Order of the Day for Monday.

Motion aqreed to.

House adjourned at
Ten minutes after

Eleven o'clock.

IOUSE OF COMMONS.

Monday, 23rd April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
>'clock.

THE SEAT FOR ST. JOHN.

MOTION TO REFER.

Mr. DOMVILLE said that before
the Orders of the Day were called be
desired to read a statement as fol-
lows:_

"'Ibat it afpears from the accounts laid
before tLe Select Standing Committee on Pub-
lic Accounts of this House in the Session of
1875, that the firm of I. & F. Burpee, of St.
John, New Brunswick, at divers times be-
tween the 20th Novem ber, 1873,and the 24th
Septenibr, 1874, agreed to supply, and did
supply for the Government of Canada, divers
goods and merchandize to be used for the
purposes of the ltercolonial Railway and
the Government Railways in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, amounting in all to a
large sum, of money; that such supplies
con1sist of railroad spikes, cut spikes, refined
iron, telegraph wire, boiled oil, Colza oil,

English iron, ingot copper, cast steel, eut
nails, white lead, blasting powder, and other
wares,-and that he is credibly informed,
and believes he can establiah that the
moneys paid to the said firm of I. & F.
Burpee were so paid under contract and
agreement made between the said firm and
the officers of the Governnent charged with
the construction and maintenance of the said
railway, and that the Hon. Isaac Burpee, a
member of this House, was, at the time when
the eaid contract and agreement was entered
into and the said pavient made, a member
of this House for the Electoral District of
the city and county of St. John, in the Pro-
vince of New Brunswick."

He therefore moved:
" That it appears frorm the accounta laid

before the Select Standing Committee on
Public Accounts of this House in the Session
of 1875, that the firm of I. & F. Burpee, of
St. John, New Brunswick, merchants, at
divers times between the 20th of November,
1873, and the 24th of Septenber, 1874, agreed
to supply and did supply for the Government
of Canada, divers gooda and inerchandize, to
be used for the purposes of the Intercolonial
Railway and thîe Government Railways in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, amounting.
in all to a large sui of money; that such
supplies consisted of railroad spikes, eut
spikes, refined iron, telegraph wire, boiled
oil, Colza oil,English iron, ingot copper, cut
nails, white lead, blasting powder, and other
wares, and that Mr. Domville, a member of
this House, has stated that lie is credbly
inforned, and believes that lie can establish
that the moneys paid to the said firm of I. &
F. Burpee, for such supplies, were so paid
under contracts and agreements between the
said firm and the offcers of the Governiment
charged with the construction and mainten-
ance of the said railways, and that the Ho..
Isaac Burpee, a member of this House, was,
at the time when the said contracta and
agreements were entered into and said pay-
ment made, a member of the said firm and
also a member of this House for the Electoral
District of the city and county of St. John,
in the Province of New Brunswick ; it te
Ordered, That the matter herein stated be
referred to the Select Standing Committee on
Privileges and Elections, and they be re-
quired to inquire into the facta, to search for
precedents, and to report the resuit of their
enquiries, and whether the said Hon. Isaac
Burpee bas vacated his seat."

Mr. BURPEE: Before the motion

passes, I may say I have no objection
te going before the Committec on
Privileges and Elections; I have no
desire to sit here one moment in my
place in this flouse if anything has
been done amiss or wrong by me. I
am willing to abide bythe decision of
the Committee. I am willing to vacate
my seat at any moment. and I assure
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the member for Kingston that this
would be no great sacrifice to me at
any time. I was very largely inter-
ested in this firm at St. John, but I
retired from it and left them my means
and name, and instructions to seule up
my affairs. I have no interest in any
profits that may have arisen from the
business with the Governnent or
otherwise from the 1st of Janu-
ary, 1874, until now. I have
received nothing; nor did I know of
any contract at any time entered into
by them with the Government. If any
were entered into by any members of
the firm it was quite unknown to me.
I have never seen the accounts referred
to. I have no knowledge of them
whatever. I have no more to say, I
think, on the matter. When I heard
the hon. member for King's give
notice that he was going to moive
ngainst me I sent to my brother at St.
John for all the information he could
give me about it, as I do not know
the particulars of the charges made.
The information I have not yet got,
but I expect it in a day or two. I do
not think it worth while to say any-
thing more on the matter now, but I
will leave it to the Committee. I only
wish to add that, so far as any transac-
tions with the firm and the Govern-
ment from the 1st January, 1874, are
concerned, until now, i have had no
interest in them whatever.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved:
" That it is desirable that any witness to

be exanined by the Select Standing
Comnmittee on Privileges and Elections, to
whomn it has been referred to enquire into
and report upon the allegations of Mr.
Dorville, a Member of this House, in his
lace this day ruade, that Isaac Burpee, a
Member of this House for the Electoral

District of the City and County of Saint John,
was a menber of the firm of I. and F.
Burpee, who entered into contracts or
agreements for supplying certain materials
for the Intercolonia Railway, and that publie
inonies were paid to the said firin for such
naterials supplied, that he, the said Isaac
iBurpee, at the time of the making of the said
contracta or aureements and the said pay-
ment, was a lÏemiber ot the said firin and of
this House; and to report whether the said
Isaac Burpee had vacated his seat, should
bc exanined on oath."

Motion agreed to.
Mr. BURPEE.

ONTARIO MARITIME COURT
BILL.- [BILL No. 41.]

(Mr. Blake.)

SENATE AMENDMENTS CONCURRED IN,

Amendments made by the Senate
read the first and second times and agreed
to.

INSOLVENT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BILt No. 60.]

(Mr. Blake.)
SENATE AMENDMENTS CONCURRED IN.

Amendments made by the Senate
read the first and second tines and agreed
to.

TIHE SEAT FOR RESTIGOUCIHE.

MOTION TO REFER.

Mr. ROSS (West Middlesex) read
the following staternent:--

" That he was credibly inforned and verily
believes, that George Moffat, while a Member
of this House for the Electoral District of
the County of Restigouche, in the Province
of New Brunswick, received on the 15th
September, 1873, for services rendered ia
connection with the construction of the
Intercolonial Railway, the sum of $454.37;
that on the 11th December, 1873,--the said
George Moffat did also receive for the
transportation of Rails and other services,
in connection with the Intercolonial Railway
the sum of $637.15; that on the saie day-
namely the 11th December, 1873, the said
George Moffat did also receive, for the
transportation of Rails and other services in
connection with the Intercolonial Railway,
the further sum of $314.25 ; that on the 17th
December, 1874, the said George Moffat did
also receive, for the transportation of Rails
and other services in connection with the
Intercolonial Railway, the sum of $3,567. 5 0 ;
that the said George Moffatt did also receive
on the 25th March, 1876, for the transporta-
tion of Rails and other services in connection
with the Intercolonial Railway, the sum et
$708; that he was credibly informed and
believes lie can establish, that the monies
paid to the said George Moffat were so paid
under contracts or agreements between im
and certain officers connected with the
Intercolonial Railway Branch of the Depart
ment of Public Works; and that the said
George Moffat did not ignorantly or
unwittingly enter into such contracta or
agreements with the Publie Works Depart
ment, as is shown by the following telegram
signed by Robert Moffat, through whom Most
of the said contracta were made and receipta
for the payments in connection therewt
given, viz :-
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" ' DALHousIr, June 2nd, 1875.
« 'To Peter Grant, Civil Engineer:-

"' Mr. Moffat wants to know what lie bas
done wrong in connection with taking iron
to Campbelltown last year, that contract for
doing so should be let to another. This
(year?) he made no preparation for doing so,
but can. At same time wants to be aware
of lis fault before doing so.

"(Signed) 'IROBERT MOFFAT.'"

He therefore moved:

" That Mr.George William Ross, a member
of this House, having stated in his place that
lie lias been credibly informed and verily
lelieves that, in the last half of the year
1873, the sum of $1,405.77 was paid by the
Intercolonial Railway Brancli of the Public
Works Department to George Moffat, who
was at that tine a inember of this House for
the Electoral District of the county of Resti-
gouche, in the Province of New Brunswick,
for the transport of rails and other services
in connection with the Intercolonial Railway;
that he believes and can prove that the said
George Moffat was also paid by the hands of
William H. Stephenson, from the Depart-
ment of Public Works, on the 17th Deceimber,
1874, the sum of $3,567.50, for the trans-
portation of rails and other services in con-
nection with the Intercolonial Railway ;
that he believes and can prove that the said
George Moffat, on the 17th December, 1874,
was paid by the Intercolonial RailwayBranch
of the Department of Publie Works, for the
transportation of rails and other services in
connection with the Intercolonial Railwav,
the sum of $708; that it would appear froni
a telegram, sent as follows:-

"'DALHoUsIE, 2nd June, 1875.
"'To Peter Grant, Civil Engineer:

"'Mr. Moffat wants to know what lie lias
done wrong in connection with taking iron
to Campbelltown last year, that contract for
41ong so should be let to another. This
(year?) lie made no preparation for doing
so, bnt can. Atsame time wants tobe aware
jf bis fault before doing so.

"(Signed), 'IROBERT MOFFAT.'
" That the said George Moffat deliberately

and knowingly entered into a contract or
agreenent with the officers of the Depart-
lent of Public Wooks, under which agree-

mnent the before-mentioned sums were paid;
h)e it therefore Ordered, That the inatter
be referred to the Select Standing Conmittee
o)n Privileges and Elections, and that the
said Committee be directed to enquire into
be facts, search for precedents, and report

tie resuit of their enquiry to the House, and
whethcr the said George Moffat bas vacated
bis seat."

Mr. MOFFAT : Mr. Speaker, I never
lad a contract for the Intercolonial
Uailway in my life, to the best of my
knowledge and belief. I know nothing

about this, and I deny the whole of it.
I have never obtained a cent of money
from that railway, either for contracts
or anything else. I have never sought
a contract and never got one.

Motion agreed to.

THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAIL-
WAY.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Mr. TUPPER: Before the Orders of
the Day are called, I wish to make a
statemont previous to the lion. the
First Minister making any reply to the
statement I made to the House on
Saturday night. I am told that, in re-
lation to the permanent cost to the
country of the loss which, I maintained,
was caused by the purchase of steel
rails, I stated the permanent loss
per annum at $175,000. The House
will at once see that I have stated the
amount of loss, as at present estimated,
at $1,500,000, or thereabouts; and at 5
per cent., I assumed the permanen t
charge resulting therefron would be
$75,000. I wish. therefore, to correct
that statement by saying that the
amount which I claimed to be the per-
manent loss was $75,000, not $175,000.

Orcei- for resuming the adjourned
debate on the proposed motion of Mr.
Cartwright, that Mr. Speaker do now
leave the Chair for the House to go
again into Committee of Supply,-and
the motion of Mr. Tupper in amend-
ment thereto, and which motion
was, "that Mr. Speaker do not now
leave the Chair, but that it be resolved
that this House cannot approve of the
course pursued by this Governrent,
with re)spect to the Canadian Pacifie
lailway," read.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Usually, Mr.
Speaker, a motion of want of confi-
dence is a sonewhat solernn or grave
matter to bc discussed in the House of
Commons; but such motions have
become so common of late during this
Session that it scarcely causes a ripple
of surprise vhen such a motion is
made. We have had them for break-
fast, dinner and supper lately. It is
scarcely possible for the Governnent
to make a motion of any kind without
some one of the hon. gentlemen on the
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opposite side responding with a motion
of want of confidence. Well, we are
getting used to them at all events, and,
if hon; gentlemen opposite are gratified
by the progress that they have made,
I am sure we have no reason to com-
plain. This motion is one which I
might perhaps fairly complain of,
because it cmbraces several questions
upon which votes of want of confidence
have already been proposed; and now
there is a general aggregation of aIl the
particular charges, just in the same
way that boarding-house people, who,
having used the joint of meat warm,
serve it up as cold hash next day.
The speech that the hon. gentleman
delivered, the statements which ho
recapitulated, repeated, and reiterated
weve a fair representation of what is
understood by that well-known dish.
Before proceeding, Sir, to notice some
of the particulars which the hon. gen-
tleman ventured to condescend upon,
let nie deal for a few moments with
the general subject. Three years and a
half ago, it would have been a matter of
surprise to almost any person in Canada
if the hon. gentleman or any of bis
colleagues would have uttered the words
Canadian Pacifie Railway, unless they
were forced to it in a Court of Justice.
Three years ago when Parliament
met, and when it became noces-
sary for the Government to
adopt a policy and introduce a
Bill, the hon. gentleman who loads
the Opposition ventured upon no re-
mark; the hon. gentleman who moves
this resolution now, ventut ed upon no
attack. There was no doubt a mild
criticism; but there was no attempt to
divide the House; there was no attempt
to establish any particular claim on
behalf of their own discarded, broken-
up plan; nor was there any attempt to
say that the scheme which we pro-
posed for the approval of Parliament
was one which was open to any serions
objection. It is true, Sir, that the hon.
gentleman bas since avowed some hos-
tility to that. It is true that ho bas
criticised adversely, during the last Ses-
sion and this, some parts of that policy
resulting from the original great
blunder in 1871. I have to ask the
attention of the louse fora moment to
the position which this Administration
found itself in, when it assumed effice
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in 1873. It will be remembered that I
opposed, in common with those who
formed the Opposition in 1871, the
plan which the Government then exist-
ing proposed for the admission of
British Columbia. We pointed outthat
the terms which they proposed to make
were so extravagant that it was quite
hopeless to expect that Canada would
be able to fulfil that engagement. Wo
pointed out, day after day, with the
greatest earnestness, that the difficul-
ties which we were voluntarily incur-
ring, the obligations we were about
entering into were such as must of
necessity cither be broken or bring
financial distress, if not ruin upon the
country. We found that the Govern-
ment of the day had a comparatively
small majority it is true, but still a
majority, with which to carry their
measure through, and it was carried
through. No one could comprehend
at that time why that Administration
chose to force through Parliament a
ineasure so disastrous, even in its con-
ception, and far more so in its inevi-
table consequences. It was very clear
that it was not necessary to secure
Confederation with British Columbia.
It was quite clear to them thon, as itis
to everyone now, that the undertaking
must be one of enormous cost. The
people of British Columbia did not ask
the terms that were forced upon them.
They simply made a very modest
demand that certain conditions should
be observed as to r:aking a road, as to
proceeding with the surveys for the
railway, and that, when those surveys
were completed, a certain anount
(81,000,000) should be spent each year
upon the construction of tho road.
This was all that tbey ventured to ask
of the Dominion of Canada. Aid n(>
doubt, as this was the maximum of
their demands or expectations, a very
cunsiderable modification of these
terms mnight fairly be expected, as it
was quite ovident that they were as
anxious as we were that the wholo of
the Canadas should be united under the
Dominion filag. But, notwithstandiug
this was pressod upon the Administra-
tion of the time, they rosisted ever.V
attempt on the part of the Opposition
to> modify the conditions they wVere
thus forcing upon the country; and so,
Sir, the Bil passed, and Canada be-
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came bound by this obligation to con-
truct a railroad from Lake Nipissing
to the Pacifie Ocean within ten years
from that date. So that, in July, 1881,
if the road were not constructed over
that vast distance of 2,700 miles, the
terms of union would be broken. So
secure was the Administration in its
faith in its own schene that it also
bargained that the surveys should be
completed within two years. Am I
wrong ?

Sir JOIN A. MACDONALD: My
hon. friend has unwittingly made that
statement several times. If he looks
at the Treaty he will find the work of
construction should be commenced
within two years, and that the Govern-
ment should secure the completion of
it in ten years.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Then, Sir, I am
quite right, after all.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : No.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Thon, Sir, if I
am not right, the hon. gentleman
means to say that the road should be
built before it could be surveyed.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : No.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think so.

Mr. MASSON: You are doing that
at the present moment.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : Yes,
before the surveys are finished.

Mr. MACKENZIE: We know that
the Province of British Columbia,
shortly before the hon. gentleman left
office, was obliged to protest against
the conduct of the Government in not
having these works of surveys com-
pleted and the work of construction ac-
tually commenced. However, it inatters
lot as to the statement. Thepe is no

doubt the Government were bound to
commence the construction within two
years, but it was not commenced
four months after that, when the hon.
gentleman and his Government went
eut of office. Nay, more, at the time
the hon. gentleman went out of office
their scheme had entirely failed.
They resisted all attempts made on the
part of the Opposition in the thon
'Flouse to have the contracts let in the
regular manner. We insisted that the
cOuntry should be surveyed before the
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ceontracts were let, and ihat the con-
tracts should be let by open competi-
tion, and that no menbers of Parlia-
ment should be members of any com-
panies entering into that competition.
Al these demands were resisted, to
use the language of the lion. gentle-
man in another speech, "systematic-
ally and continuously," It waws deter-
mined beforehand, it seems, that this
work should be given to a mere specu-
lative financial company, composed of
Sir Hugh Allan and bis associates,
while an hon. Senator was kept dang-
ling at the end of a rope, hoping that he
might obtain the coveted prize, and
have some hand in the carrying out of
the agreement in regard to the build-
ing of the road. But the latter
arrangement fell through, for reasons
which we came to know in 1872, be-
cause the hon. Senator was not able to
offer the same inducements that hon.
gentlemen opposite were able to obtain
from anothe" person, Sir Hugh Allan.
And after the engagement was entered
into, in 1872, with Sir Hugh Allan and
his company, that gentleman, with
some of his associates, went to England.
During the Session of 1873, in
the early part of 1873, we
were assured that these gentlemen
were succeeding in Eigland. I receol-
lect very well asking the hon. member
for Cumberland across the floor of the
House if he could tell us what success
was attending the efforts of the dele-
gation, and he was proud to assure
myself and the louse that they wei e
meeting with most gratifying success.
I congratulated the hon. gentieman
upon this fact, as 1 had not anticipated
success, But it turned out that the
hon. gentleman's statement was not
borne out by the facts and the results,
for the delegation utterly failed in
obtaining any offer whatever to build
the road upon the terms proposed.
These terms are known to every one,
and I will not therefore refer to them.
But the hon. member for Cumberland,
in his speech of Saturday, seemed to
think it a great achievement to have a
bargain made to build the road for
$30,000,000 and 50,000,000 acres of
land; and he maintained that this was
not only a bargain, but that there was
a possibility and a probability of car-
rying out that bargain. Thon, Sir,
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why was it not done? How was it
that these gentlemen came back here
and were obliged to report that they
were utterly unable to carry out the
arrangement, and to report that they
found no financial part y in England
who was willing to enter into any
arrangement or find the means. They
came back here, and they at once
asked to be relieved of the bargain.
They were so relieved of the bargain,
and the million dollars which bad
been deposited as security for the ful-
filment of the bargain was restored to
each of them without any recognition
of the intention to do so by Parliament
or any sanction from Parliament.
Now, Sir, it may be said, as it was said
the other niglit by the hon. gentleman,
that this scheme of theirs was defeated
on account of some opposition or other
given to it by parties in this country.
I recollect, on a former occasion, that
the hon. gentleman declared it was the
opposition ofthe Grand Trunk and the
then Parlianentary Opposition in this
countrv-that it was through their
efforts that the seheme bad broken
down; and the hon. gentleman said
that we were responsible for all the
consequerces that would result from
the scheme breaking down. It was
also said that the scheme broke down
because of the expenses connected with
the heavy advances of money made by
Sir Ilugh Atlan to hon gentlemen
opposite to carry on the election of
1872. But it had completely broken
down before that, and any one who will
consult the dates and the statements
made by that delegation, will find that
they were utterly unable to obtain
any offer whatever in England upon
which to base any commencement of
the work which they had taken in
band. Nay, Sir, during the whole Ses-
sion of 1872, at the very moment when
hon. gentlemen opposite were assuring
us of the suceess of their friend, Sir
lugh Allan, in London, they were
askirng for henvy appropriations for
the purpose of conducting the survey;
und I myself poinied out upon the last
item asking lor that service that, if
the country was successful in launch-
ing the scheme, the Government had
no grounds whatever for proposing a
vote of inoney for carrying on the sur-
veys for a year afterwards. But the
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vote was taken, nevertheless. And it
was well that it should be taken, if the
surveys were to be prosecuted, for it
turned out afterwards that they had no
reason for the assurance they gave to
the House that Sir Hugh Allan was
meeting with great success in London.
Under these circumstances, the present
Administration came into power. We
were met at the very outset by a com-
plaint from British Columbia that the
terms were already broken. We knew,
Sir, well, as well as we did before, if
not a little better, that it was already
hopeless to expect to be able to carry
out the engagement the Government
had entered into; and one of the first
matters which engaged the serious at-
tention of the Administration was the
consideration of the course that should
be adopted with regard to British
Columbia and the building of the road.
After various deliberations we decided
to open a communication with the
British Columbia Government, with a
view to obtaining a relaxation (f'the
terms. We all felt that, this solemn
engagement having been entered into
by the Government of Canada, it should
not be lightly broken by a succoeding
Administration, and we endeavouired in
that spirit to approach the (overnment
of British Columbia. Though we met
with very little success at first,
we afterwards did enter into an agree-
ment with them for a certain set of
modified conditions. I need not refer
to these now,. because they are suffi-
ciently well known to the House. They
are known in British Columbia as the
Carnarvon terms, and are generally
discussed under that name. Whether
those terms were wise or unwise,
whether they were extravagant or
moderate, is not a question that I would
discuss at the present moment. But I
take this ground, that, situated as we
were, we were obliged to do not what
we would have done if we had had to
originate the scheme. We hadnotthe
option of choosing for ourselves what
course we should take. If the whole
scheme had been thrown overboard,
British Columbia released from any
obligation under the terms of Union,
and her autonomy re-established as it
was before the terms were proposed in
1871, then the Administration would
have been at liberty to consider what
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method, if any, should be adopted in
order to secure a re-admission of British
Columbia, or a continuance in the
Union of British Columbia, had she
chosen to remain without going out.
There could be no question of this,
that, if any arrangement could not be
made, British Columbia would be
entitled to leave the Union, and to a
restitution of the position she had pre-
viously occupied. Now, Sir, I confess to
having a good deal of anxiety for many
years to have the Confederate system of
Government established all over
British North America. I confess I
have repeatedly sacriflced some of my
own individual views, and I have on
occasions failed to act with some of
my most cherished political associates,
for the purpose of giving effect to that
desire, and I would have viewed, as I
view now, with a great deal of regret,
any step which should be taken for
the division or excision from the Con-
federation of any single Province that
now composes the Confedeiacy. And,
while I have this desire, perhaps
stronger tban many other public men,
to avoid what we would consider, to a
greater or les- extent, not a disastrous
result, perhaps-, but a result to be
regretted, the G;overnment acted upon
that desire, for they all felt it would
be exceedingly desirable to avoid such
a conclusion as would necessarily lead
to one of the Provinces leaving the
Confederacy. The hon. gentleman
opposite (Mr. Tupper) has taunted me
with having acted on the occasion
inconsistently with previous discus-
sions. He has declared that the
ground I took when in Opposition in
1871 was not the ground I took as an
Administrator in 1874-75-76. Why,
I admit that. If I had taken the
ground I did in 1871, it would simply
have resulted in disaster all around,
because a certain step had been
taken whieh was irrevocable, and we
were obliged, as an Administration, to
consider, not what would bo consistent
on our part to-day, but what would be
the best policy to adopt. A disastrous
policy having come practically into
operation, we were bound as statesmen
to consider not our own individual
crotchets or opinions which we fought
for years before under different circum-
stances, but what was essentially ne-
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cessary under new circumstances alto-
gether in order to meet a great political
and national emergency. Why, my
opinion was that, though it was desir-
able to have a railroad across the con-
tinent, while I looked upon it as a politi-
cal necessity at some time or other, I
never believed and I never said we
were in a condition in 1871 even to
commence that undertaking, and if I
had followed out my conviction of 1871,
I would have used the power which
the people of Canada had given
me and my associates in order
to stamp the whole thing with
our disapproval, and wait till
more propitious times and a more
serious emergency should necessitate
our undertaking a large expenditure
for such a vastly tremendous undertak-
ing. Those were the views I held.
Those are the views I am bound to say
that are held by nine-tenths of this
louse at the present moment. Those

are the views which I know are enter-
tained by the country, and those views
are views which have to beur some
practical fruit in our legislation and
throügh the intervention of the
Administration of the day. Why,
Sir, were we tu refuse to carry
out the terms after this legislation
had been made, after the solemn treaty
had been entered into by gentlemen
opposite ?-a treaty I stamp now, as I
have always stamped it, as one of the
most insane acts of legislative mad-
ness ever known, and I say that the
men who perpetrated it deserve, I
might say, the everlasting political
execration of the country, because
they introduced an element of con-
fusion. They knew they were deliber-
ately undertaking a project which
could not be carried into effect. The
hon. gentleman opposite (Mr. Tupper)
now deliberately washes his hands of
the whole thing. He said that, while
it is true we passed the Bill of 1R71,
the resolutions of union, we afterwards
passed a resolution declaring that the
works should only be done if we could
do it without increasing taxation.
Witl he show me a paragraph, a
sentence, a word from the people of
British Columbia to say that they so
understood the resolution? And why,
then, was not the resolution embodied
in the Minutes of Council? If it was
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intended that this resolution should
have the effect that the hon. member
for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) now
contends for, why was it not adopted
as part of the Act at the time ? The
resolution which the bon. gentle-
man took through the louse,
upon which the Order in Council
by ier Majesty is based, is a con-
plete governmental and legislative
Act. It bas no reference to any reso-
lution. There is not a word that refers
to anything as a justifying clause,
and the hon. gentleman acts a
disingenuous part in professing
what he never did pretend before.
The bon. gentleman never did
take that ground until two years after
his expulsion froma office, and lie only
took that ground wheu he found that
it would be possible to make some cap-
ital against the Administration of the
day. He thought that the time had
sufficiently passed away to cause the
people to forget, to a greater or less
extent, the transactions in which ho
and his associates had been engaged.
He thought that now was the time to
commence a new line, and to take new
ground-ground which had never been
taken before. Now, Sir, when the Car-
narvon terms were first proposed, and
were being discussed in this House,
what did the hon. gentleman say in his
place in the House then ? He
says now that they were not
bound by the terms of union
at all, unless they could have been con-
sistent with that resolution. He says
that we are bound by our Carnarvon
terms, and that this resolution has no
effect as applied to us, although he
knows that we embodied that resolu-
tion in our Act of 1874; although he
knows that by our Minute in Council
of the 20th September, 1874, we
deliberately expressed the opinion, in
assenting to those terms, that it was
because we believed that the conces-
sions suggested might be made without
involving a violation of the spirit of
any parliamentary resolution or the
letter of any enactment. Sir, if we
had believed that these terms could
not be carried out without a violation
of that resolution, we would not have
agreed to them. The bon. gentleman
in discussing this question spoke as
follows:-

Mr. MAOKENZIE

" But, Sir, the fact of the engagements
which the First Minister bas just stated were
entered into with British Columbia during
the past season, set at rest and for ever any
question as to whether we are in a position
that would allow us to doubt and hesitate a
single instant what course to pursue. I arm
not going to call in question the propriety of
this engagement for a moment. I feel that
the Mimistry of the day are entitled to the
support of this House and especially of the
gentlemen who sit on the Opposition Benches
in any measure which is required to carry
out the pledge-perhaps a somewhat
imprudent pledge-that was given by their
predecessors in relation to this great work;
and I feel that they may look witi confidence
to this side of the louse for the nost energetic
support of the measures they have taken-I
believe wisely taken-for the redemption of
that pledge."

Now, Sir, here, in this paragraph,
he alludes to the engagements they
had made as imprudent engagements,
and declares that it was the duty of
himself and his colleagues in Opposi-
tion, to give to the Ministry of the day
their hearty support in carrying out
the Carnarvon terms which, on Satur-
day night, he denounced as extravagant
and absurd. I need hardly, Sir, have
referred to this in order to show the
difference of the ground which the hon.
gentleman takes now and that which
ho took on a former occasion, but I
made this quotation to show, in his
own language and in his own express
terms, that he considered the pledge
they had given-it is a very moderato
term to be sure-an imprudent pledge;
and that wbile discussing these matters
he never referred to the resolution as
governing the action of the Adminis-
tration in this matter, and as govern-
ing the obligations entered into by this
country. Sir, I think that this reso-
lution had some effect; I think that it
indicated the opinion of this House,
and I think that the delegates from
British Columbia must have attached
more or less importance to it.

Mr. DECOSMOS: No.

Mr. MACKENZIE: An hon. gentle-
man behind me says they attached no
importance to it. I know that they
always said so ; but, Sir, there is no
doubt of this-that the resolution,
while having no legal effect, must have
had some moral influence and effect
upon those with whom we came to dis-
cuss this question afterwards. I am
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bound to say that I never found the
slightest inclination on the part of any
British Columbian to recognize the
force of that resolution, and my hon.
friend behind me, the hon. member for
Victoria, expresses that very strongly,
but the hon. gentleman at the same
time bas never, as I have heard of, ex-
pressed a single w ord adverse to the
hon. member for Cumberland, although
he knew that he (Mir. Tapper) took
this ground a year ago. It would be
very bad ground for us to take, but it
is all right ior the hou. member for
Cumberland.

Mr. DECOSMIOS: Would the Prem
ier allow me to marke a brief remark
I will state this: that during last Ses
sion I called the attention of the hon.
member for Cumberland to his state.
ment, that the resolution respecting
taxation in connection with the Pacific
Railway was not part of the terms;
and I also referred to the Minister ol
Justice as having cleared that up most
satisfactorily the same evening; so the
First Minister,I take it, is a little astray.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Perhaps I am
mistaken, Sir, but I have no recollec-
tion of hearing the hon. gentleman
say so. I think that, if ho did, it
must have been in an exceedingly
mild way. I do not think that my
hon. friend spoke with his usual
energy on that occasion.

Mr. DECOSMOS: I can assure the
hon. gentleman that I am not accus-
tomed to speak in any other than a
mild way, though with sorme hon. gen-
tlemen this is not a common custom.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I was proceed-
ing to show the ground that was
occupied now by the hon. gentleman
opposite, and, I presume, by his associ-
ates, though it is difficult to know how
the hon. member for Kingston could
sympathize with that. He could not
possibly have believed that the terras
of union were not binding as to the
ten years, because the hon. gentleman,
in a speech ho made at Kingston, when
he merely suspected us of trying to
get a relaxation of the terms that he
had made, openly advised the British
Columbians to secede.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: No.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The hon. gen-
tleman says "No." It is true that he
hid it, as he does many things, in a
very clever way. It is true that ho did
not say: "I advise you, gentlemen, to
leave the Union at once ;" but he did say,
and he gave the weight of his great
authority in this country to the
opinion-that they were entitlod to
secede, because we sought to obtain a
relaxation of the terms; an I now,
Sir, the position of the bon. gen-
tleman is siimply this. Wby, Sir,
they would engage to build a railroad
to-norrow to British Columbia, or
anywhere else on this continent, if
they could only get into office by
making the declaration. And it is
one of the noticeable features, I have
observed, that there bas not been a
single speech made by either of the
political twins opposite, during this
Session, which bas not either begun or
ended with the expression of a desire
and hope that they would soon be over
here. It is the beginning and end of
their day thoughts and of thoir night
dreams, and they have got so possessed
with the idea that it is impossible for
them to discuss the simplest business
matter in this House without express-
inz their anxious desire to be back to
these clover-fields on this side. I am
afraid, Sir, that the hon, gentleman
and his associates will have to wander
for a long time to come in the bare
shades of Opposition, and will have to
get what pickings they can.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I am
afraid that the hon. member will not
leave us much clover if ho goes on in
the way he has done.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I can only ex-
tend to them my sympathy in their
bereavement, and express the hope at
the same time that their parliamentary
leaders may take a more manly and
straightforward course in diseussions in
this louse than to be constantly show-
ing thatthey have nothing to think of,
nothing in their minds, nothing in
their purposes, and nothing in their
language but an eager scramble to get
into office by any means. My hon.
friend the member for South Went-
wortb declared last year that, judging
from his long parliamentary and poli-
tical knowledge and exporience of
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public men in this country, he thought
there was nothing he knew of in nature
that showed such innate fer.ocity as a
Tory excluded from office. He declared,
Sir, that the feelings and actions of a
she-bear robbed of her whelps were
nothing to their feelings. Who does
not remember, Sir, the long and des-
perate struggle that the hon. gentle-
man who leads the Opposition had
with Sir Francis Hincks and Robert
Baldwin, and their associates ? Who
does not, amongst old Canadian politi-
cians, remember the extravagance of
their denunciation, and the wildness and
excitability which characterised all
their then political speeches? We have
had a reproduction, Sir, of the same
spirit and the same speeches, only with
a change of scene and some change in
the subject; but the men are the same;
and the true, genuine nature bursts
out, brimming all over. I was amused
the other night-and I will digress for
a moment to pay the hon. gentleman a
little attention- was amused the
other night when the hon. member for
Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald),
standing up and assuming the gravest
attitude, denounced me because I had,
upon the technicality which he was
urging, spent money without the ex-
press authority of Statute. I was as-
tonished at the hon. gentleman, as I
remember what his practice was. To
be sure, Sir, I would not be justified in
following his example, and I can only
say, may all that is good forbid me
from doing so. The hon. gentleman
has long led the Conservative party in
the country, and it is but right, on an
occasion like the present, that I should
refor to incidents in his career. Why,
Sir, in the first days of his official posi-
tion, what took place? I remember
very well that, when the Hincks Gov-
ernmeit went out in June, 1854, the
hon. gentleman and his associates came
into office. Parliament was dissolved.
The new Parliament, I think, met
some time late in September, and
Parliament was asked to vote
money they had expended on the
Lower St. Lawrence, on those piers-a
sum of $350,000 when Parliament had
never voted one cent.

Sir JOHN A. AfACDONALD: You
are mistaken; altogether mistaken.

fr. MACENzmz.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I am not mis-
taken; I am pretty correct in my facts,
as the hon. gentleman will find out.
But I merely mention that as an inci-
dent, just in passing. Well, Sir, having
referred to these matters, as I have
done, I shall proceed with the other
part of the remarks I intend to make.
I was pointing out, when I made this
digression,what the duty of the Govern-
ment was under certain circumstances.
Our duty was clear, to make the best of
the circumstances in which we found
ourselves-to adopt that course which
we believed would be most productive
of peace and harmony with British
Columbia, and at the same time to save
the people of this country from an in-
tolerable burden which the country
would never be able to bear. The hon.
gentleman referred at considerable
length on Saturday night to a disagree-
ment between my hon. friend the Min-
ister of Justice and myself, as to the
Nanaimo Railway Bill. I will only
refer to that to say that the ministerial
explanations that were given at the
time are quite sufficient to meet all the
remarks the hon. gentleman made in
that direction. The hon. gentleman,
Sir, said in quoting an article
from some newspaper, the Ottawa
Times, that I could not shake off the
responsibility for that paper. I shake
off all the responsibility for any paper
in Canada. No paper has ever been
authorized to express my views on any
subject whatever. The mere fact that
I support Liberal newspapers requiring
my support with some of my own
money is no reason why I should be
responsible for any of their opinions,
except in so far as my own opinions
are fairly reflected by articles in such
papers. The Government having de-
termined to seek a modification of the
terms, and baving assented to the
terms ultimately proposed by Lord
Carnarvon, with the saving exception
that I have mentioned, that it could be
done consistently with the resolution
passed in Parliament, to which refer-
ence has been made, the next stop
was our seeking authority of- a legisla-
tive kind for the construction of the,
railway. The hon. gentleman opposite
pointed out, on Saturday, that I said
in the House, in reply to my hon.
friend the thon member for Bruce (Mr.
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Blake) and now the hon. the Minister
of Justice, that the Government had no
necessity for asking authority in these
concessions, neither did we force the
road or expect any vote in Parliament.
But, with regard to the Esquimalt and
Nanaimo Railroad, that was a diffèrent
matter altogether. We had never re-
cognized that as a part of the Pacifie
Railway, and we were bound, therefore,
having entered into the engagement
with British Columbia to build that 65
or 70 miles of railway, to seek parlia-
mentary authority for it. That parlia-
mentary authority was granted in this
House. The two hon. gentlemen op-
posite voted for one reading of the Bill,
and voted against the next on the pre-
text that they were not willing to allow
the contract to be submitted for parlia-
mentary ratification. But let me
point out why they were not willing.
We simply desired to proceed
with that work as rapidly as
possible, as we engaged with British
Columbia it should be done, and if we
had to wait another year for parlia-
mentary authority it would be a year
beyond the time. That was our
reason; not because we were unwilling
to submit any contract to Parliament,
because in one case in which we were
not obliged to do it we submitted a con-
tract for the approval of Parliament
-that was relating to the Georgian
Bay Branch. The action of the Senate,
Sir, destroyed that part of the arrange-
ment,and the hon. gentleman says that,
because the Senate by a majority of
two threw out the Bill, I was bound to
adopt the same course that I said ho
was bound to adopt with regard to the
National Policy. If I had lost my Bill
in this House, I would have been bound
to adopt that course , but I lost the
Bill in a House which is not responsi-
ble to the people, over which the peo-
ple and myself have no kind of control.
It was lost as many Governmental
measures may be lost. and, when such
measures are lost in a House somewhat
different to it in England, the House
of Peers, no Ministry thinks it neces-
sary to resign on that account. I
think we would have been subject to
the gravest political censure from our
political friends, and from all constitu-
tional thinkers, if we should have
adopted that course on that occasion.
It would be practically saying to the

whole publie: " We know we have your
confidence; we have the confidence of
the popular branch of the Legislation ;
we have the confidence of the people;
but we will allow governmental action
to be governed solely by the other
branch of the Legislature, which has
no popular element in its constitution,
and which existed, without any change
worth noticing, as it was when we
assumed office." Now, Sir, one of the
principles upon which we acted from
the first, even when we were in Oppo-
sition in 1871, was this: that, until the
country had been thoroughly surveyed,
thoroughly explored and the route de-
termined, it would not ho advisabie to
enter into any contract, or to invite
tenders for the construction of the road.
That purpose we have adhered to from
first to last. We pushed on the sur-
veys as rapidly as possible, and, as I
explained on a former occasion, the
contracts I hat were made on the east-
ern end of the line were let, simiply be-
cause the surveys were there complet-
ed, and because it was desirable to get
into the prairie country at as early a
day as possible, as entrance into the
prairie country of a large population
is almost an essential element to be con-
sidered in the project for the construc-
tion of a road across the continent.
Now, Sir, I propose to deal for a few
moments with the assertions of the
hon. gentleman as to the -course, be-
cause that involves the consideration
of the Nanaimo and Esquimalt Branch,
and it involves the discussion of the
terminus at Esquimalt as fixed upon
by the hon. gentleman's Order in Coun-
cil. The hon. gentleman said that they
proposed, by their scheme, to give sim-
ply $30,000,000 of money and 50,000,000
acres of land. Now, Sir, if I take
the hon. gentleman's own calculation
as to the cost, he will not blame me, I
presume. He found fault with me for
saying that the omission of 1,300 miles
from immediate constructionwould save
the country $60,000,000 or $70,000,000,
and lie hoped I was now prepared to
modify that statement, with my experi-
ence ; but I am not prepared to modify
that statement. The hon. member for
Vancouver said the road would cost
$100,000,000 instead of $50,000,000 or
$60,000,000, as I had allowed in the
above calculation.

Mr. DECOSMOS: Yes.
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Mr. MACKENZIE: Perhaps for con-
venience sake I had better deal first
with the hon. member for Victoria.
When the project was under discussion
in British Columbia, the hon. member
for Victoria calculated the cost at
$150,000,000, and then he proceeded to
calculate what the amount of nterest on
that amount would be. But the hon.
member for Cumberland declared that
it would cost $280,000,000 to build the
road. Does he deny that ?

Mr. TUPPER: I would like to sec
the authority for it.

Mr. MACKENZIE : I thnk that is
a most reasonable request. I may say
in the first place that he made two
estimates. In speaking on lst March,
J875, on Mr. Foster's contract, he
declared that the land was well worth
$2 per acre. $2 per acre upon
50,000,000 acres is $100,000,000; and
$30,000,000 of cash given, makes
$130,000,000, according to his own
calculation. But my hon. friend the
member for Chateauguay said: " Why
not make it $5 an acre ?" And the
hon. member for Cumberland re-
plied:

"I could safely make it $5 an acre, pro-
vided I have the selecting of the land. The
whole character of the land fron the eastern
limits of Manitoba to Fort Pelly is worth $5
an acre as well as $1, and will fetch that
su)."

Now, Sir, $5 an acre for 50,000,000
acres is $250,000,000, and the
$30,000,000 in addition is $280,000,000.
I know I shall hear more samples
of the hon. gentleman's figures. He
is an eminent authority on calcu-
lating figures. H1e disposes of millions
with the greatest possible facility.
But here is his own calculation applied
to his own purpose. I have shown him
that, by his own scheme, he was in-
tending to immerse this country in a
loss of some 8200,000,000 over and
above the $30,000,000.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: You
are going to give the 50,000,000 acres
of land away.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes; only Idon't
place their worth at $5 per acre. I
wish I could say they were worth $1
an acre. The hon. gentleman,in speak-
ing of the Esquimalt and Nanaimo

Mr. DzCosmos.

Railway Bill the other night, said that
we assumed, he task of completing this
road upon the island, and that we were
not called upon to do it. When he
had to account for the fact that they
themselves had fixed the terminus
there, he said they required the con-
tractors to do that without any extra
cost. We know from Mr.3Marcus Smith's
calculation that it will take $27,500,000
to build the road from the head of Bute
Inlet to Esquimalt. But he said the
contractors were to do this without
charging the country a dollar. What
magnanimous, rich and generous fel-
lows these contractors are. But where
are the contractors? Why, Sir, the
hon. gentleman knows he failed to find
a contractor that would touch it, even
without knowing that the contractors
would be obliged to build the Esqui-
malt Branch for nothing. It was not
known at the time that tbey were
going to Esquimalt. That Order in
Council was never made known to Par-
liament until 1873; that ismy recollec-
tion of it. And these people went home
to England on the understanding that
they were simply to reach the Pacifie
Ocean; but here the hon. gentleman
says that they were to build 260 miles
of railway after reaching the Pacific
Ocean, and that they were to do this
for nothing. It is the sheerest trifling
with the public mind, it is the
sheerest trifling with this House to
say that any company would under-
take to build what the Government
chose to put in for $30,000.000 and
50,000,000 acres of land. The whole
thing was a huge farce. The whole
scheme wasundertaken quite evidently
to serve a temporary political purpose;
and they resolved that they would
first secure that political purpose, and
that then someth ing or other would
happen which would enable them to
gain something in the scramble. They
were utterly unworthy of the position
they held, when they entered into an
agreement which they knew they
could not carry out, and which the
hon. gentleman now tells us they never
intended to carry out. And I appeal
to the House and the country against
that kind of political morality, which
will sanction a treaty being entered
into, and three years after-
wards it being declared that they
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never meant to carry it out.
Sir, I am astonisbed that any publie
man would give utterance to such a
sentiment as the hon. gentleman has
admitted to be the sentiment which
animated him at the time; and which
governs his actions now, and that he
has no other object in view but to en-
deavour to reach the position he is
constantly telling us he is to reach
very soon. Now, Sir, I shall say noth-
ing about the sop to Cerberus or who
represents Cerberus in the matter.
The hon. gentleman says the money
given to the island was a sop thrown
to Cerberus. My hon. friend from
Vancouver can deal with that, as lie
knows what is meant by it.

Mr. DECOSMOS: There was Brit-
ish Columbia and Imperial iiterests
also.

Mr. MACKENZIE: A word as to
British interests. The hon. gentle-
man said the Carnarvon terms, as
they were known. were not only
an engagement with British Columbia
but with the Imperial Government.
The very basis of the negotiation with
British Columbia was that the Order in
Council of 1871 was also Imperial in
its character. The hon. gentleman
knew that it was impossible to carry
tbis out without the Imperial sanction.
He knows that Columbia appealed to
Her 3Majesty, and that Her Majesty's
Government, as the guardian of those
interests which were committed to
them by both parties, when both
parties sought ler Majesty's assent to
these resolutions, were placed in this
position as much as we were placed in
it, by our action of being subject to
the same extent to Imperial opinion,
if not to Imperial control. There is
nothing in the arrangement made by
this Administration, through Lord
Carnarvon, but what has not been
accepted by British Columbia, in con-
sequence of the failure of the Esquimalt
and Nanaimo Railway Bill, that differs
in character from that which was
adopted by the hon. gentleman in 1871
-not the sligbtest-so that, if the
resolution as to taxation applied to
govern their action of 1871, the same
resolution applies to govern the plan
as adopted by the present Administra-
tion, and we have always held to what-

ever moral extent it might be supposed
fairly to have effect. Sir, we stated,
in the first place, in 1874, in accepting
these terms, that we did it because we
conceived they could be carried out
without violating that Parliamentary
resolution. We stated in a subsequent
Minute that these conditions arranged
with Columbia through Lord Carnar-
von were necessarily prelicated upon,
and subject to, this Parliamentary
resolution of a certain date. That
will be found in our despatch, and in
the Act of 1874 we embodied that
resolution. In the vote of Supply
last Session, when the amendment was
moved by my hon. friend from West
Middlesex (Mr. Ross), almost the
entire House gave its assent to that
doctrine; showing that, while we
admit that it had no legal effect
with British Columbia, and could
not and should not be dealt with as a
legal rider to the Terms of Union,
there was a moral effect to be attached
to it, which must govern the action of
this country. And I have stated over
and over again, in asking for the votes
to carry on this work, the purpose and
intention of the Governinent to remain
within this resolution. The hon. gen-
tleman says we have already increased
taxation. * To be sure we have, because
we found it necessary, apart from the
Columbia expenditure altogether, in
1874 to obtain an increase of revenue.
It was not on account of that, but other
expenditures had increased to a great
extent and there had been a great fall-
ing off in the revenue from other
sources. But the mere fact that we
increased taxation does not bind us to
increase it any more. We are not to
say that, because we have an engage-
ment with a party and we shall not in-
crease taxation to pay him, we shall
not increase it for any purpose. There-
fore we consider that our faith was
thoroughly kept with British Colum-
bia; that, in fact, we have shown an
anxiety to preserve the good faith of
the country to the utmost possible ex-
tent ; and no taunts of the bon. gentle-
men opposite, no accusations will, in
the slightest degree, affect our purpose
in that regard, or our policy, which is
to carry out in good faith these engage-
ments, so far as the financial condition
of the country will permit us to do so.
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I might, Sir, without being subject to
any accusation of neglect of the hon.
gentleman's speech, pass over some of
the items on which he expanded very
largely, because, as I have said, votes
of want of confidence have previously
been discussed touching upon these
questions. He bas embraced every-
thing in his motion. It is a sweeping
motion of want of confidence in the
whole Pacific ]Railway policy of the
Government, although we obtained
the hon. gentleman's hearty assent
to that policy on a former occa-
sion, although he said that every
member of the Opposition, and
the whole country, were bound to
give the Government support in that
matter. He says now that the Gov-
ernment is entitled to censure, because
they have done what he previously
said they ought to do. But, though I
might pass over these statements of
the hon. gentleman, I will touch on
some of them. First, as to the much-
harped-on steel rails. On a former
occasion, the hon. gentleman made
some insinuations; and, at this time,
he said there was a strong temptation
to say more than he felt inclined to
say in this matter. Well, Sir, I do not
ask the hon. gentleman's forbearance.
I invite him to formulate any charge he
may have to make. I have asked him
and his friend, to do so several times;
and I now give him and the House
notice that, as they have failed to
make good their statements in pic-nie
speeches, it will be one of the first
things with me to do next Session, to
move for a Committee to enquire into
these inatters alone. The hon. gentle-
man, in order to effect a purpose, mis-
stated the cost of these steel rails. He
gravely gave the cost as $59.09 per
ton, if the report in the Citizen is cor-
rect. Is that correct ?

Mr. MASSON: At Fort William.

Mr. MACKri3NZIE: Yes, adding
freight through the country. That is
one way to swell the thing. The actual
cost of these rails delivered at Montreal
was $54.60 a ton,and at Columbia $64.03.
The total amount was $2,777,734.97.
Now, Sir, the hon. gentleman says
that we bought these rails when they
were not required. Well, I admit
that we are subject to any fair accusa-

Mr. MAcKENZIE.

tion for want of foresight, or any
political blunder. The hon. gentleman
has a perfect right to criticize it, and I
have no fault to find with any fair
criticism on that point. All I have to
say about that is what I said on a
former occasion, that the subject was
first iooted to us by the Chief En-
gineer, who strongly advised that, the
price of steel rails being so low at the
time, it would be advisable to have a
large quantity secured. We coincided
in that opinion, and entered into en-
gagements at the time by open con-
tract. The hon. gentleman, now, Sir,
says that we have lost a great deal of
money, and he takes the entire quan-
tity of those 50,000 tons of steel rails
and bases his calculations upon that,
although he knows well that about
11,000 tons of these rails have been
delivered for use on the Intercolonial
Railway, where they must have been
brought in any case, if they were not
given from this source. It is quite
true, Sir, that the hon. gentleman
said we have no right to divert
these rails from the purposes for which
they were originally bought. I think
we had, as long as they were charged
in a proper quarter. They were
not charged to the Pacifie Rail-
way survey or expenditure, but
to the Intercolonial; but, Sir, if
this is true with regard to the rails that
we asked tenders for and contracted
for in the winter of 1874-5, what is the
poition of the hon. gentleman and his
Government, who purchased immedi-
ately before that 6,000 tons without any
tenders at all being asked; and while
ours cost $54.60,delivered in Montreal,
thoir 6,000 tons cost, delivered on the
Intercolonial, $85.53 per ton; and they
were bought without any tenders at
all.

Mr. TUPPER: You asked me a
question as to whether my statement
was that the rails cost $59 per ton de-
livered in Montreal, but I had not my
figures in my hands. They were, in
fact, in the hands of the reporter, but
that is my statement; and I will tell
the hon. gentleman how I make it Up.
I take the return brought down by the
hon. gentleman as to the cost of the
50,000 tons of steel rails landed in this
countr'y, and without the $48,000 on
the freight of the portion sent to Van-

Pacific Railway.(COMMONS.]



Pacific Railway. 1723

couver, the amount is $2,946,000and,
I think, some odd dollars-I am speak-
ing from memory, and if you divide
that sum by 50,000 you will find that
they cost $59.08 per ton delivered in
Montreal.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The figures are
not correct.

Mr. TlUPPER: The figures are ac-
cording to those brought down by the
hon. gentleman.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think not.

Mr. TUPPER: I know that the ex-
penditure was over $2,900,000, and the
hon. gentleman will find that the rails
oost, delivered at Montreal, without the
$48,000 of freight on those sent to
Vancouver, $59.08 per ton.

Mr. MACK E NZ IE : They cost noth-

ing of the kind.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) : Well,
then, the returns are not correct.

Mr. TUPPER: That is according to
the hon. gentleman's own return.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I was proceed-
ing to show that immediately before we
came into office this transaction took
place on the Intercolonial Railway; and,
if we adopt the same mode of calcula-
tion the hon. gentleman went on, and
calculate what the price of steel rails
is at the present time, what will be the
result? He based his calculation upon
the price at the present time, and he
nakes up the difference of a coertain
amount of money upon which he calcu-
lates the interest as the annual loss.
Now, Sir. suppose I was to adopt the
sarne plan with many things.
The hon. gentlemen opposite purchased
iron for the Mi ramichi Bridge-and they
did not take the lowest tender either,
but one $22,000 above the lowest ten-
der--and they had that iron bridge
lYing for three years before they could
use it; and am I to charge interest on
that for all time, and thus get the cost
of their blunders ? They had 12,000
tons of steel rails delivered for eighteen
1Ionhts on the Intercolonial before
they used a rail of them, and am I to
charge interest on that for all time ?
and so,Sir,with many other transactions
all through their career, am I to charge
Ilaterest upon all that ? Well, Sir,

take this particular transaction. I ap.
ply precisely the same reasoning as
the hon, gentleman did; and, instead
of buying these 6,000 tons at $85.53,
he says that they could be bought at
$35, so that they paid $210,000, by his
mode of calculation, more for these
steel rails than ought to have been
paid.

An HON. MEMBER: What non-
sense.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I admit that
the reasoning is absurd, but I am pre-
senting a reductio ad absurdum of the
hon. gentleman's statement. He also
went into another set of figures. He
took $50,000 paid for 100 acres at
Kaministiquia River-I shall deal with
this prosently in another way; I merely
mention the figures now-and he stated
that if the land was paid for all over
the Intercolonial Road at that rate, the
right of way would have cost something
more than the roadi. Suppose we ap-
ply this reasoning another way. Sup-
pose we take, for instance, a specimen
of the lands purchased on the Intercol-
oniai. Sir, there were two acres pur-
chased from one of the hon. gen-
tleman's colleagues for $16,000, which
have never been used to this day.
Now, Sir, if we apply this price per
acre to the acreage on the Interco lonial
Railway, we will fmnd that the right of
way on the Intercolonial would cost
$5,968,000.

Mr. MITCHELL: Does the Prem-
ier refer to myself as one of the hon.
gentleman's colleagues?

Mr. MACKENZIE : I refer to the
hon. gentleman.

Mr. MITCHELL: I say that the
statementof the hou. gentleman is un-
true. The land is used at this day, and
the property was worth the money paid
for it.

Mr. iIACKENZIE: I eau only say
that it is not used.

Mr. MITCHELL: I assert that it is
used. You know nothing about it if
you say so.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Whether used
or not, it never was used except for
landing rails to build tho road with.
It is absolutely unnecessary; it is abso-
lutely useless. In the little village of
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Newcastle (N.B.) to pay $8,000 an
acre for land, will appear something a
great deal worse, I should say, than
buying 100 acres at $490 an acre at
Fort William.

Mr. MITCHELL: You want to
make misrepresentations. What I
wish to state is that $8,000 an acre was
not paid for the land alone, but in
addition to the land there was a water
frontage, the most valuable in the
place, and wharves 300 feet long, with
20 feet of water at the end, and with
facilities for landing rails from ships
drawing from 17 to 20 feet of water.
This could not be got in the place ex-
cept there. Five ships came in at a
time, and they were liable to demurrage
at the vote of £15 to £20 sterling a
day. They took my property away.
They took it in spite of me.

Mr. MACKENZIE: To proceed with
the illustration the hon. gentleman
gave us on Saturday: there was
paid for the terminus at Halifax
$192,000, or $26,870 per acre; and, if
we apply this sum along the Intercolo-
nia] Railway, we shall find that the
right of way would have cost
$19,940,000. I know that these are
very ridiculous things, but I am men-
tioning this to show the preposterous
characler.

Mr. MITCHELL: Some of the
statements are very false.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I am not attack-
ing my hon. friend at all.

Mr. MITCHELL: Why did you
bring my name in?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I did not men-
tion the hon. gentleman's name until
he got up and asked me.

Mr. MITCHELL: You referred to
me, and that is the same thing.

Mr. MACKENZIE: But the hon.
gentleman must be responsible for
administrative acts, and an I to suffer
an argument of that sort to be used ?

Mr. MITCHELL: But don't misre-
present.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Well, Sir, I
might take another instance. There
is another hon. gentleman sitting far-
ther back, who got $2,000 for moving a
house that was valued by the valuators

MXr. MACKENZIE.

of land at $1,200. If we apply that
calculation to the average for either
of the routes, we will see what the
result would be.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Name.

Mr. MACKENZIE. The hon. mem-
ber for Restigouche (Mr. Moffat)
Now, Sir, if we apply the saine calcu-
lation to the Pacifie Railway, we will
see how absurd such figures are. I
have now to say a little about the
road on Lake Superior. The hou.
gentleman insinuated that some
serious blame was attached to me
because of the selection of the Fort
William terminus. I may say that
the Engineer states that there are two
miles of water frontage, the best
water frontage on all Lake Superior,
and that the terminus was agreed
upon there by common consent of
every person engaged in it; that I
knew nothing about who owned the
land, or anything in connection with
it; and that when we agreed to take
the land the map was sent, in the
winter of 1874-5, to the proper office,
as a deposit under the Act. I may
say that, when we came to take posses-
sion of the lands, we applied to the
Commissioner of Crown Lands i
Ontario to get the name of a surveyor
who was acquainted with that part Of
the country, who would be a suitable
person to do what surveying Was
required. The Commissioner named
Mr. Hulgh Wilson, a well-known sur-
veyor, a gentleman who had surveyed
many townships in that part. With him
we associated Mr.Robt. Reid, of London,
whom everyone who knows him will
admit to be one of the most thorough
business men in Ontario. These tWo
men valued those lands, whether high
or low I am not competent to give an
opinion; but the hon. member for
Cumberland, with that recklessness of
assertion of which he is capale
stated that there was not a shanty ce
those lands until it was heard that
the Government had bought the",
and that then. someone put uP
the shanties. Why, Sir, I saw
houses there myself 13 years ago. The
township was laid out 12 years ago,

and a great portion was under cultiva
tion. The Hudson Bay Company th-
a farm up the river; the Roman Cath'
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lic Church had a mission on the bank
opposite, which has been there for over
batf a century ; and yet the hon. gen-
tleman would belittle the place, its im-

portance, and its value. The land may
be valued too high; I know nothing
about it. The same course was taken
there as in any other place. Valuators
were appointed-men of standing and
capacity, and with them was left the
adjustient of the price. But, in order
to show the flouse the unfairness
which is exhibited towards the Govern-
ment and particularly towards myself,
let me recall an instance. In 1874-75
we all expected that the terminus
would most likely be at Nepigon Bay
on Lake Superior. Subsequently ex-
plorations showed that it was not so
suitable as Thunder Bay in any res-
pect, and that it would be much better
to go there. Well, at that time, the
newspaper owned by the hon. member
for Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald)
had the following article:-

" The Kaministiquia River, or Thunder
Bay, is navigable for lake vessels nearly
lourteen miles up, and has high banks,
oflering unusual facilities for the building of
docks; while the Nepigon River has marshy
banks, cn which docks could be built only
at great expense. With such a concurrence
of testimony in favour of Thunder Bay as the
terminu]s, how coines it to pass that it is
deenied necessary to petition Parlianent, and
to make the most pressing representations to
the Government, in order to prevent the
untsuitable terminus of Nepigon Bay being

selected? In the absence of reasonable
explanations, it need not be surprising that
People should say that Mr. Mackenzie and a
numrber of political friends have strong
personal interests to serve in the Nepigon
country, and that such private interests are
likely to override all considerations of public
beneit."

At this very time it was about de-
cided that we should not go to Nepigon.
We went, therefore, to Thunder Bay,
and we were immediately told by the
sane newspaper and the same parties :
" Mr. Mackenzie has interests at Thun-
der Bay, and, therefore, Nepigon is not
selected." Such is the stream of cal-
umany and abuse which is poured out
alnceasingly, alike from Conservatives
and Conservative newspapers, that it is
imapossible for any man in this country
to conduct public affairs without being
subjected to the grossest possible abuse.
Let a political friend get a contract, and

it is stated at once it is because le is
a political friend. Let a political
opponent get a contract, and we are
charged at once with trying to buy him
over to the Government. Such is the
outrageous manner in which public
men are treated in this country by hon.
gentlemen opposite and their organs.
1 know this was the custom in former
years. They expect to weary out every
publie man ; they expect to t arture his
life out with insinuations which they
dare not mention here. There is an
hon. gentleman opposite who even was
gentleman enough to mention my wife's
name in a speech last season. Not
content with opposing me, they must
carry the warfare into my family.
There is no fairness in the parliamen-
tary motions of hon. gentlemen oppos-
ite; there is no fairness in their
speeches. They seem to be actuated
by a determination at all hazards to
mislead and to misstate even matters
which could as well be stated fairly as
not. llow is it, Sir, that in this country
it seems impossible to conduct parlia-
mentary debates or parliamentary
business as they do in Eigland ? Iow
is it that it is impossible for any
public action to be donc here with-
out subjecting the Minister of the
day, or his associates, whoever they
are, to this stream of obloquy and
abuse. I need not say that I appeal to
the House to put down this, and to
testify by their votes on these occa-
sions that they appreciate fully the
evils of the course which has been
adopted and carried into practice by
hon. gentlemen opposite in their news-
papers. Now, Sir, I mean to say very
little in relation to two or three mat-
ters referred to by the bon. gentleman.
I am not touching the St. Frances Lock
matter because we have discussed that
within the last few days. I have
merely to say I am perfectly satisfied
that we not only acted within the law,
as I said then, but that we acted aliso
in the best interests of the country.
What motive have I te serve-what
purpose has the Government te accomp-
lish, but the general welfare Of the
country ? It may be that we are mis-
taken in our policy, and I don't object
to a fair discussion of our policy. It
may be that it was unwise to proceed
from Thunder Bay instead of Nepigon
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Bay. But. while I am prepared to dis-
cuss that, and to listen to ail the argu-
ments pro and con., I am not prepared
to be misrepresented,and have it thrown
up as an insinuation that I went
there to benefit some particular friend.
I do not know that the sale of ]and
benefitted a single relative I have, good,
bad or indifferent, and no person ever
solicited me to make that the terminus
for the purpose of securing a benefit to
himself. And the hon. gentleman
should remember that the Government
of which he was a member sent the
first party to Thunder Bay-it was not
I. I found a party of engineers ex-
amining the country. I have this
much to say, that in the ground selected
by Mr. Fleming as a terminus we bave
two miles of the best water frontage,
where no storin can touch a vessel,
and where there is the best possible
accommodation for wharfage; and it is
the only place upon that river where
we can get the accommodation. Some
hon. gentleman said there was good
wharfage ten miles up, but the banks
of the river did not suit the grade.
There is a certain grade, and we
touched the river at the earliest possi-
ble point consistent with that grade.
If the wharves had to be built at Prince
Arthur's Landing they would cost ten
times the amount that they cost where
they are, and we would have had to
purchase the right of way for several
miles through and in the midst of a
flourishing village. I am informed
that Mr. Aikins in the Upper House
stated that the Government owned
enough land at Prince Arthur's Land-
ing to build a terminus on; but it
is not so-although we may own
enough land there to buird a station.
We have not land enough at Halifax
for the terminus of the Intercolonial,
although we thought we had, and the
Chief Engineer had profited by that
experience. The selection and the
amount paid for the site are not mine.
The selection was made indifferently
to the interests of particular parties,
but was made in the interest of the
country by the officers who were in
charge of that matter. I forgot, in
noticing my hon. friend's figures, to
notice one remarkable figure of his
last year. He told us, in spite of the
information I had given him then

Mr. MAcKENZIE.

and have also given him this Ses-
sion, that the Pembina Branch would
cost $40,000 a mile, and he based ail
his calculations upon that, as he based
his calculations also upon the prepos-
terous figures as to the Georgian Bay
Branch. With ahl these matters I do
not propose to deal. I don't think it
worth my while. Any statement or
assertion, or argument which bas any-
thing on its face and which re-
quires attention, I am willing to
consider; but I think it would be a
sheer waste of the time of the House,
and of my own, to do anything more.
With regard to the question which I
touched upon a little while ago, of the
Government baving lost a great deal of
money in consequence of buying rails-
as is asserted, but which I don't admit
-we cannot expect any more than any
merchant, as to the raising and lower-
ing of prices. We cannot at all times
buy at the best possible opportunity,
and have nothing on our hands which
could not at a particular time be
bought at a cheaper rate. When I
came into office, I found a contract
with the hou. member for King's (.Mr.
Domville)-who is not in his place-
for delivering spikes at $94 a ton.
Now, Sir, we have delivered them re-
cently for $54 a ton. Are we to get
the benefit for this difference ? Are
we to be praised for having saved $40
a ton on spikes, or are we to be only
censured when the price goes the other
way. I find that the then Govern ment
were paying the same gentleman $6.50
a keg for nails, while we afterwards
only paid $3.10. I find that they we'e
paying on an average from 4¾e. to 6c.
per pound for iron, while we are nOW
having it delivered at $1.98 per 100
pounds. Are we to get credit for this,
or are we not? Are we to be subject
to censure because at a certain
time we may have lost in Our
purchasing, but to get no credit
when we gain? In the publie
works let last year, I do not hesitate tO
say that we let tbem 25 per cent.
cheaper than they had been let in 1873
by hon. gentlemen opposite. I claim
no credit for that, because wages and
prices have fallen. That is the sole
reason of the reduction. I do not pre-
tend to claim credit for any of these
things. But I ask that hon. gentlemen
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should not blame me when I don't
blame them. Every Minister will do
the best he can for the country, if he is
an honest and capable man. The hon.
gentleman was pleased to say I had
made a lamentable failure as a Minister
of Public Works. Well, I shall leave
that to the judgment of tbe fouse and
the country. I don't say whether I
have or have not. I shall say one
thing, however-that the first year that
I coitrolled the management of the
Intercolonial Railway the expenditure
was reduieed by $100,000. I shall say,
also, that we have done twice the
business in my Department since I
have been there than was done in the
same number of years previously, and
we did it, Sir, at less cost. I was
accused the other night in the matter
of the Goderich contract of having
given out a contract to a person who
tendered higher than another had, and
gentlemen in the Opposition voted that
it was improper to have done so, and
they voted to censure me for it. I have
a small list whieh shows that in general
contracts hon. gentlemen opposite, in
cases where no reason was assigned,
except that the contracts were too low
or for other sufficient reasons to the
the Government or their officers, had
lost $621.994 during the last three
years they were in office, bynotgiving
the contracts to the lowest tenderers;
and on the Intercolonial Railway, ap-
plying the same principle,of $1,411,567.
I do not say they were wrong in pass-
ing over them, as there is no reason
assigned. However, I proved to the
House the other night that, in the
matter of contracts, we succeeded, at
ail events, in establishing a better sys-
tem. We succeeded in receiving ten-
ders and give them to a larger number
than ever before of those who tendered
lowest for public works, and I may be
presumed, as the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Tupper) says I have made a lamentable
failure in the position I have occupied
in the Government, to invite the at-
tention, at all events, of my own sup-
porters to these statements, in rebuttal
of the charges the hon. gentleman has
nade, and I have no doubt but
that I shall r.eceive the approval and
Support of those gentlemen in the
course I have endeavoured to pursue. 1
believe at this moment the contract sys-

tem is on a sounder basis than ever it
was before in this country, and, in say-
ing this, I am not imputing blanie to the
hon. gentleman opposite who preceded
me. I do not say he did not do the
best he could, but I have this satisfac-
tion, that I succeeded in doing a little
better. 1 don't speak as to motives.
I say simply as to results, for I can
quite comprehend, as I do comprehend,
the difficulties which the hon. gentle-
man must have had, or any other
hon. gentleman who occupies the
position in dealing with some
parties who tender, and 1 say
adverse criticisms should not be
too readily indulged in with reference
to such a matter. I can appeal to the
hon. member for Charlevoix (Mr. Lan-
gevin) if I did, when sitting on the
Opposition side of the H1ouse, indulge
in that kind of criticism that was
launched at me a few evenings ago--if
he can mention any instance when I
was open to such an accusation. I might
have gone that length and asked hon.
gentlemen opposite to look a few
miles further, and have shown,
as I can show, a case of a
thoroughly good man whose ten-
der was $13,000 or $15,000 lower
than that which was accepted. Yet
the iMinister may have had sufficient
reason for not accepting it. I don't
judge him, but I simply ask that I
may be judged by the same standard,
and the Government judged by the
same standard those hon. gentlemen
have had applied to them by myself.
I have little more to say. In conduct-
ing their general policy, the Govern-
ment have had to encouiter great
difficulties. They have had to call on
their supporters to make some sacrifices
in relation to the voting of public
money. They have to call on their
supporters to support them still in
carrying to a successful conclusion
such negotiations as may yet become
necessary with the Province of British
Columbia. I have pointed out, with
i egard to those obligations which were
not of our creating, that we succeeded
at least in modifying them, and that
we have endeavoured, to the best of
our power, knowledge and ability,
to serve the public, both in the old
Province of Canada and the Province
of British Columbia ; and, if we have not
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been so successful as we would desire,
if the eircumstances of the country
have been such as ¿o require us to move
with caution and discretion, I am quite
sure that, in that matter, every single
member who bas supported myself
and the Government that I lead, from
the first, will be prepared to make due
and proper allowance. It is our inter-
est to make this a cheap country to
live in ; it is our interest also to open
up the vast prairies of the west, as soon
as it can be doue, and to do everything
that our means and circumstances will
permit to keep faith with our cousins
across the Rocky Mountains, with
those who are associated with us for
good or for ill, and we hope for all
time to come. In the meantime we are
bound, while dealing with these mat-
ters, in consequence of the obligation
imposed upon us, not to lose sight of
other portions of the country which
contribute the money which has to
be expended in that quarter, and the
great tax-paying population of this
country is the population which will
have to decide the manner in which
this bas to be done for the future; and
no pressure from any quarter, however
influential, must be suffered to inter-
fere with the great interests of the
country which you, Mr. Speaker, and I
have alike sworn in common to protect.

Mr. MASSON said the louse, in
listening to the speech of the hon. the
First Minister, would not realize the
fact that it was made in reply to the
most moderate, most temperate, most
statesmanlike speech of the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland the other evening.
There was not in the hou. gentleman's
speech a single word which would
justify the hon. the Premier in using
the expressions he had to-night. In-
stead of being a moderate defence of
bis own Government, the hon. gentle-
man had made a violent attack upon
his adversaries in the face of the fact
that the bon. member for Cumberland
had distinctly stated that he would not
use a single word which could be con-
sidered as a personal attack. The lon.
the Premier opened his observations
with a gratuitous attack upon the
right hon. member for Kingston and
the members of the late Government,
by stating that a few years ago they
dared not have mentioned the Pacifie

Mr. MACKENZIE.

Railway except compelled to do so in a
Court of justice. Was there anything
which the hon. mem ber for Cumberland
had said that would justify the hon.
gentleman in using such language. It
was well known that the members of
the late Government would compare
favourably with hon. gentlemen at
present occupying the Treasury
benches, and, if mistakes were con-
mitted by the late Administration,
there was nothing in their conduct
which warranted such expressions as
had been used by the hon. the First
Minister.

Mr. MACKENZIE : If the hon. gen-
tleman understood my remark to ap-
ply to any individual, I exceedingly
regret it should be so; I certainly had
no intention of anything of the kind.

Mr. MASSON said he accepted the
bon. gentleman's explanation. The
hon. the Premier had held up the
action of the late Government to the
execration of the people, but he had
forgotten that the project put forward
by the right hon. member for Kings-
ton and the late lamented Sir George
Cartier was only the result of the
policy which had been submitted to
the country and adopted by Parlia-
ment, with the concurrence and ap-
proval of the hon. gentleman at pre-
sent leading the Goverunment. H1e
(Mr. Masson) was one of those who,
with the hon.member for Chateauguay
(Mr. Holton), believed at that time
that the annexation of the territories
of the North-West might have been
premature on the ground that the
country was not yet sufficiently stiong
to annex such a vast territory with the
serious obligation eonnected with it.
The hon. the Premier, however, side
by side with the right hon. member
for Kingston, stated to the louse that
that was a suitable time to annex the
North-West-he almost forced some of
bis followers to adopt that view-and
that it was now or never that the ter-
ritory should come into the possession
of Canada. They had said that the
American nation with the shrewdness
which distinguished them saw that the
time was come for them if they wanted
to stop the prosperity of Canada, to
encircle it as they tried to do and part-
ly did by annexing to their own terri-
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tory and purchasing the vast territory
of Alaska. The intention of the Gov-
ernment, and their friends was to take
a step in advance of the American
nation and become possessed of
the North - West Territories. He
might have been mistaken, and the
hon. member for Chateauguay, who
was his leader on this question, might
have been mistaken; but, nevertheless,
the acquisition of these territories took
place and was approved of by the hon.
gentleman himself. What were the
consequences of that acquisition ?
They were stated boldly in the House,
by every Ministerialist at the time,
by the friends of the hon. gentleman,
and in the Press. It was held that
this must bc followed by the coin-
mencement of the Pacifie Railway,
which was to stretch from ocean to
ocean. The friends of the hon. gentle-
man declared that this country would
be a useless acquisition if a railway
was not constructed to pour a numer-
ous population into that country. The
hon. gentleman said that neither ho
(Mr. Mackenzie) nor any of his friends
favoured this project, but he
could again recite the rehash-the
hon. gentleman had used this word-
of the opinions of the Globe, and the
newspapers which ho had in his pos-
session, which stated at the tione not
only that the Pacifie Railway should
be built, but also that we would be
traitors to ourselves if we did not build
it. It must be pushed forward at any
expense. Thiswas in 1869. No restric-
tive clause as to whether the finances
of the country would allow of it was
then mentioned. The Liberal Party
of Ontario, led by the Hon. George
Brown and the present Premier,
were the first to say that
this railway should be built
whatever it might cost the country.
Mr. Speaker, as well as himself, knew
that these vast territories would be use-
less, and more than useless -a burden
-if they did not build this railway for
the purposes mentioned. These state-
Ifents, it was true, did not at the time
find an echo with the Liberals of the
Province of Quebec. In this, at least,
ho admired the conduct of the hon.
gentleman who at that time never de-
preciated that country but pronouneed
it the most glorions in the world. He

109

held in his hands proof tilat not only
had he been right two or three years
ago, but also the hon. gentleman when
ho said that the vast fertile bolt in the
North-West was the proper abode for a
numerous, thrifty population similar to
ours. He held that in his hands, to
which ho called the attention of the
Ministeralist members from the Pro-
vince of Quebec, who depreciated that
country on every hustings in Lower
Canada; ho had proof that 1,000 miles
north of the latitude of Ottawa, there
was a country where the finest wheat
would grow. He had received that morn-
ing froi a friend a grain of wheat
which had come from the north-east-
ern extremity of the great territory of
the Peace River, in the region of Atha-
baska Lake and Chipewayan Fort,
founded nearly 100 years ago by an
industrious and able North-wester. He
would read what accompanied the grain
of wheat:

'' Wheat from the Peace Region; north-
eastern and western part of it; that is to say,
Lat. 58 0 42'; it was sown on the 8th May,
1875, and was reaped before the 26th August,
1875."

Ie would pass this to the Minister
of Finance, who a few weeks since had
most imprudently depreciated that
country, which was, ho hoped, at no
distant day to become the abode of a
large population. Wheat grew at the
point named, weighing 68 pounds to
the imperial bushel, ho believed, and
barley weighing 58 pounds to the
bushel. The late Government had,
indeed, acquired a glorious country,
and the Pacifie Railway scheme was
not a blunder. It would have been a
serious blunder and fant-as the Globe
said-if the men at the head of our
publie affairs bad not considered it
their duty to build it, he would not
say with the Globe "at any cost,"
but at any reasonable cost. The hon.
gentleman now said it was an insane
project, and the greatest objection
made to it was that no company eould
bc found to build it. It happened,
however, that so many companies
wished to do so that the Government
almost fell in consequence. There
was a company from Ontario, a com-
pany from Quebec, and a company
formed of English capitalists, men
holding high positions, who were ready
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to accept the terms proposed by bis
right hon. friend from Kingston. It
had been stated al) over the country,
and in the Province of Quebec,
that the building of the Pacific Rail-
way would ruin this country. Hon.
gentlemen opposite had indulged in the
most extravagant calculations. Some
said it would cost at least $200,000,000;
others $250,000,000; and the present
Minister of the Interior had declared
he believed that it would cost
$300,000,000. This was not surprising.
Hon. gentlemen opposite had said the
same thing about the Intercolonial
Railway, forgetting, at the same time,
that it was to be to the future advan-
tage of Quebec. Even the hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay, who was distin-
guished for his prudence, had said that
it would cost not $20,000,000, nor 30
nor 40, but 50 millions. The press
from Quebec said that this railway
would ruin the country. He held in
his hand an extract from the National,
a leading Ministerialist journal, which
was a true eteignoir, extinguisher,and he
did not believe a Liberal paper in
Ontario would write after such a
fashion. It rau as follows:-

I The fallen Minister asked for an
impossibility. In Europe, men would think
twice before constructing a line 800 leagues
in length; but our great men here have gravely
decided that such a railway in a desert was
advantageous for a poor country. The whole
scheme was a wager againet common sense,
and those who dreamt this insane project "-
a repetition lie was sorry to say of the hon.
gentleman's expression-" can only be
ranked among imbeciles. * • • What
will we send to British Columbia? Goods
which they can purchase at half the price
from Oregon. And what quantity will we send
to your 12,000 Columbians? Ten cargoes
would provide for their wants for one year, I
leave you one-half for your road-five loads
a year. It is for this result that you wish to
spend 250 millions of dollars! Admit that
you are imbeciles."

This was the character of the cry
raised in that Province against the
Pacific. But they had to-day a
glorious vindication of the action taken

by is right hon. friend and the late
regretted Sir George E. Cartier-a
vindication of their project and state-
ment that $30,000,000 and 50,000,000
acres of land would build this railway.
This vindication was to be found in the
admission made by the Premier a few

lir. MAssoN.

nights ago, when he spoke of the pi-o-
posed location of the railway-he (Mr.
Masson) wished to draw particular
attention to this point-from Thunder
Bay or Kaministiquia River to Fort
Garry, which comprised one of the
most difficult parts, and the Cross,
Lake section, No. 15, 45 miles east of
it-in fact, so difficult that the Govern-
ment had had to alter their contracts.
Nevertheless, the hon. gentleman had
given the most favourable and delight-
ful statement that that road, when
completed, would only cost $24,000
a mile.

Mr. MACKENZIE: My hon. friend
will remember that I stated the parts
under contract would cost that,

Mr. MASSON: But I asked the hon.
gentleman if the rest would cost about
the same, and he replied there would
be no material difference.

Mr. MACKENZIE: What I said
was that the other portion was in the
middle and most dtficult part of the
country, and that it must necessarily
cost a good deal more-how much I
could not say. At least, that is what
I intended to say.

Mr. MASSON: Well, it might cost
$25,000 to $26,000 per mile. If the
calculations of the hon. the Premier
were correct,the Pacifie Railway would
bc built for less than $100,000,000.
The hon. gentleman saw the difficultY
he was in by the questions the Oppo-
sition put to him; and he tried to
qualify the statement by saying that
the road on, the North Shore ot Lake
Superior would cost sone $50,000 per
mile. On what authority did the hon.
gentleman say that ? He (Mr. Masson)
had asked the hon. gentleman if hc was
going to present a report of the explor-
ations going on there, and the bon-
gentleman could not answer. But he
(Mr. Masson) had in his possession a
report of Mr. Fleming, which prove'd
clearly that the construction Of that
branch would not reach more than the
average cost, of construction on tho
whole line. Mr. Fleming said:

" That it is now established beyond doubt
that a favourable and comparatively easy
route, considering the line as a whole, hse
been found from Ottawa to the northerly
side of Lake Superior. This result is the most
more satisfactory,asunfavourable impressiO"
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have been created regarding this portion of
the country, many having considered it even
impracticable for railway construction."

He (Mr. Masson) admitted that those
parts of the lino to be built in British
Columbia would be extraordinarily
heavy, but he still thought his calcula-
tion borne out by the Chief Engineer's
report was correct. The 630 miles of
line from Lake Nipissing to Fort Wil-
liam would cost, according to all rea-
sonable calculation, $35,000 per mile ;
the 410 miles from Fort William to
Selkirk would cost about 826,000 ; the
840, that part of the railway which
ran from Fort Selkirk to Edmonton,
which was a prairie country, would cost
about $22,000 per mile; and the
750 miles in British Columbia would
cost some $45,000 to 850,000 per mile.
Adding all this together it did not ex-
ceed 890,000,000 for the construction
of the whole railway, and would not
reach 100 millions, even granting the
extravagant estimate of $50,000 a
mile for the eastern section.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.
Mr. MASSON rosumed. He said it

was evident by the above calculations,
given to them by the Premier himself,
that the arrangement made with Sir
Hugh Allan for building the road with
830,000,000 and 50,000,000 acres of
land, was sufficient. The hon. the
Premier had laid great stress upon the
fact that Sir Hugh Allan failed to find
the money in England. That hon.
gentleman should have been the last to
have reproached the late Administra-
tion on that score, as it was greatly
due to the acts of himself and
his followers throughout the whole
Dominion, who said that the railway
could not be built for anything ap-
proaching that sum of money. Sir
lugh Allan, who should have been

Supported by the public mon of this
country, was discouraged in a disgrace-
ful manner. fle would instance the
banquet tendered Sir Hugh Allan be-
fore he left for England to
raise the necessary funds. The Liberals
of Quebec would not join in the ban-
quet when asked to do so. They said

they wished to keep their hands out of
the whole affair, so as to preserve
liberty of action. They wanted to
have the means of finding fault and of
fighting against the company in future.
And they succeeded. They were
against the Pacific Railway-they
could not show this better than by
their action in that circumstance. The
baneful influence of the Liberal leaders
of Quebec was not shown in this matter
only. The same men and some of
their followers were opposed to the
great undertaking for the construction
of a railway on the north shore of the
St. Lawrence. They tried to depreciate
the line, and said its building would
ruin the Province and that it would
not be able to pay the debt incurred
thereon. He was very pleased to say
that the leader of the Dominion Gov-
ernment, however, and the leading or-
gan of the Upper Canada Liberal
party, the Toronto Globe, supported
the scheme, and they defeated the ob-
ject of the Lower Canadian Liberals.
As illustrating the contradistinction
between the two branches of the par-
ty he would read two extracts, one
from the Franco-Canadien and the
other from the Toronto Globe. The
former paper said:

" Blind to the uttermost, and with flagrant
want of foresight, the railway policy
inaugurated by the DeBoucherville Cabinet,
during last Session, already presents un-
favourable points,foreseen and announced by
the Opposition at the time the scheme was
discussed. This purposeless policy,impeded
from the date of its presentation by inevitable
difeulties as to execution, will become more
and more precarious as it is developed, and it
will result in new checks being given to the
enterprise at the price of disastrous financial
embarrassment for the Province."

The Globe, on the other hand, said:
" Nothing is more common, but nothing is

more abaurd, than the habit of gauging the
state of affaire in Canada, orEome other new
country, by a European standard. Up to the
date ofthe recent application for a railway
loan, Quebec actually did not owe a dollar
above lier actually available assets, her
surplus and funde held by the Dominion
more than covering the loan raised last year.
So that for the new loan the whole resources
of the Province stand as a free and
absolutely unencumbered security. As to
imposing on the people a disastrous burden,
as the Times puts it, the idea is a ridiculous
one. Whether as a commercial venture the
North Shore Railways will or will not pay
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for some time to comle is not the first
consideration, for one thing is certain, and it
is this, which has so strongly impressed the
people of Quebec in their favour-they cannot
fail under any circumstance to add largely
to the general measure of prosperity."

The speech made just now by the
hon. the Premier was not with his
usual force, which showed that he felt
that he was wrong to some extent.
The question of the time limit as to
building the road should have been
exploded by this time. The hon. gen-
tleman had contended that the road
could not be commenced until the sur-
veys were completed. In saying this,
he pronounced his own condemnation,
for the surveys were not yet completed,
and would not be for some time, and
yet the construction of the road was
being proceeded with. The hon. gen-
tleman had said himself that he would
not go on with the building of the road
north of Lake Superior for several
years to corne; ho had, nevertheless,
entered into an agreement with British
Columbia to spend $2,000,000 a year on
surveys and building in that Province,
in order to push the work as fast as
possible, thereby admitting that the
work of construction could proceed
before all the surveys were completed.
He (Mr. Masson) had always contended
that the time limit of ten years,
granted to British Columbia by
Canada, was only a condition
to show the earnestness of the
Government in pushing on the work.
The hon. gentleman had admitted that
Mr. Trutch had said that, whether the
road was finished in 10, 18, or 20 years,
it was nothing to the people of British
Columbia. All they wished at the
time was to establish that we were in
earnest in pushing on the work which
we had undertaken. The Govern-
ment had no right to accuse their pre-
decessors of disingenuousness in this
matter; but the Opposition could,
with propriety, accuse the Government
of being entirely disingenuous on this
subject. On this question-the ten
years limit-they were playing two
games. In British Columbia they
claimed that the ten years limit was
not binding on the people of Canada,
that it was directory and not manda-
tory, and they made use of that to
prove to the people of British Columbia
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that they could not insist on the im-
mediate building of the road. Here
was what was contained in the Order
in Council of the 8th July, 1874. After
reciting the expression of opinion of
Mr. Trutch, the delegate of British
Columbia,establishing that bis Province
would not demand the pound of flesh,
the Order in Council read as follows:

" These expressions show very clearly
that the terms agreed were directory,
rather than mandatory, and were to be inter-
preted by circumstances, the essence of the
engagement being such diligence as was
consistent with moderate expenditure, and no
increasé of the then rate of taxation."

Well, at the very moment when, in
order to obtain delay and better terms
from the people of British Columbia,
tbey contended that the tenyearslimit
was directory and not mandatory, that
it did not bind the Dominion of Canada,
but was only an indication of the time
when it was probable the road would
be built, they turned round on his
right hon. friend, the member for King-
ston, (Sir John A. Macdonald) and
spread broadcast through the country
that the former Government had made
an insane agreement which was legally
binding upon the Government,and that
the Government were bound to finish
the road in ten years, or to commit a
breach of faith with British Columbia
if they did not. By that course they
had two benefits: they tried to calm
down the people of British Columbia
on the one hand and on the other hand
they had a fling against his right hon.
friend. It was a most disingenuous
mode of proceeding. The late Govern-
had fixed a limit of ton years, but they
did not mean that the road must and
should be built in ton years, but that,
by doing what prudence might indicate,
the railroad could be built in that time.
If the British Columbians roally want-
ed a railway, what would they have
said if Canadians had stated that wc
would build it when we chose Or
when we could ? The late Government
said they could build it in ton years,and
they based their opinion on what was
done in the United States, where they
had undertaken a railway,shorter,it Was
true, but far more difficult of construc-
tion than ours. They began it in 1863
or 1864, and finished it in 1869. It was
said in the Committee, by an Engineer
of the Government, that the Pacific
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Rùailway in the United States had beer
mooted for twenty-five years before
It might possibly have been dreamt oý
for twenty-five years before; but he
alleged that the real initiation of il
dated from 1863 or 1864, and five or six
vears afterwards the engines-one
irom the East and one froi the West
-met in the middle of the prairies and
the road was complete. The late Gov-
ernment, feeling that the Dominion of
Canada,backed by the power and guar.
antee of England, could acccomplish
in ton years what the Americans did
in five years, said they would do it.
The hon. gentleman found fault with
the previous Government for baving
fixed the limit of time, but what did
this Government do? In the famous
terms that were proposed by the
iMinister of Public Works himself-
as they had heard since, it was bis
pet measure-he proposed to build the
Pacifie Railway, irrespectively of
whether we would be obliged to
increase our taxes or not, from tho
Pacifie Ocean to Lake Superior in five
years more than the late Government
by its resolution, had undertaken to
build the Railway in.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Five years?

Mr. MASSON said the hon. gentle-
man would see by the correspondence
that Mr. Walkom and the late Govern-
ment had agreed to an extension of
time for four or five years. They were
quite willing to do it, and that
brought the completion of the road to
1885. The hon. gentleman bound
himself and this country without any
restriction to build the road in five
years more-that would be in 1890-
from the coast of the Pacifie to Lake
Superior. He (Mr. Masson) contended
that this ton years' limit had been
made a useless bugboar in this
country, that the people of British
Columbia never required it, and that
they did not care for it at the moment.

Mr. DECOSMOS: They did.

Mr. MASSON: They did not thon,
because Mr. Trutch, the delegate of the
Government of British Columbia, said
that whether it were ten or eighteen
years, all he wished was to know
that we were in carnest in the matter.
Hie (Mr. Masson) could prove by the

i report of Mr. Edgar himself that the
0 people of British Columbia did not
f at the moment care about the ton

years limit, and never did.
Mr. MACKENZIE: I am glad to

hear it.

Mr. MASSON said he had paid the
compliment to the hon. gentleman that
ho know everything about his Depart-
ment, and especially about the Pacifie
Railway, but must withdraw the com-
pliment as ho ignored this. In the
Minutes of Council of the 23ird of July,
1874, we read as follows:-

" It should be mentioned that, before the late
Government left office, it had been distinctly
understood, as one of the results of the visit to
England by the Directors of the Allan Line,
that an extension of time of at least four years
would be absolutely necessary. Mr. Walkem,
of British Columbia, quite understood this, and
there is every reason to believe that it would
have been assented to by ail parties."

Mr. Edgar, in bis report of June,
1874, moreover stated as follows.-

"While prepared to admit that the Province
would be most reasonable, and would not be
disposed to insist at ail upon the original time
limit for completion, yet members of the
Administration, looking at it from their own
point of view, very naturally urged that this
was a peculiarly unfortunate time to seek any
alteration."

And further on:-
" In discussing the question of the time for

the completion of the railway, I elicited a very
general expression of opinion that there was
no great importance attached to any particular
period for completion, but that serious disap-
pointment had been feit at the failure to com-
mence the work of actual construction by July
of last year."

This explained clearly that in 1874,
when the hon. gentleman held the reins
of power, the people of British Colum-
bia did not care about the ton years
limit, but that al[ they cared for was
the assurance that the Government of
the day was in earnest, as the Govern-
ment of his right hon. friend the mem-
ber for Kingston had been. lie (Mr.
Masson) could readily understand that
they must have been very partial with
respect to the time when the railway
should be begun. They were very
anxious and they manifested it, and
his right hon. friend from Kingston
said that the prosecution of the sur-
veys was, in bis opinion, the begin-
ning of the work. All they
cared was that the work, should
be begun at the time allotted. As to
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the completion, they were reasonable
men, and willing to wait till the cir-
cumstances of the country allowed us
to finish. The whole difficulty with
British Columbia was that they had
no confidence in the good will-he
would not say the good faith, because
he would not be as severe as the Min-
ister of Public Works had been in his
speech-but in the good will of the
Government of the day. They knew
that, from the very inception of this
work, the Liberal Party had reviled
that country; that, from the moment
of the connection of that territory
to Canada, the Minister of Public
Works himself described that country
as a forbidding country, as a country
not fit for settlement; and as ho (Mr.
Masson) said last year, the hon. gen-
tleman had made use of the opinion of
Sir Alex. Mackenzie, who had not seen
the interior of the country, who went
up the Peace River through the Rocky
Mountains, through West Road River
and to Dean Inlet, and, finding that the
country he passed through was rather
rough and forbidding, had stated im-
mediately that that part of the coun-
try was not available for settlement.
le (MI. -Mackenzie) at once decried
the country, and would not refer to
those industrious miners who had been
in the country, and whose statements
ho (Mr. Masson) had read, saying it
was a glorious country which had a
great future before it. What did his
hon. friend the Minister of Justice do ?
Why, when ho went to the Province of
Ontario making his famous speech
against all the smaller Provinces, rais-
ing the most extraordinary sectional
cry ever heard; when ho held up the
old Government as giving a sop to
this and that Province-8150,000 to
New Brunswick for her export duties,
and the better terms that had
been given to Nova Scotia-he went
so far as to say that this western
country was an inhospitablo country;
how could they expect that country to
believe that there was in the Liberal
Party any intention of building the
Pacific Railway? The Liberal press
and Liberal leaders of the Province of
Quebec, from the beginning to the end,
had been decrying the Province of
British Cplumbia, and how could they
expect that these gentlemen, coming
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from a small Province-and small
Provinces were always more suscep
tible than large ones-would believe
that there was any serious idea in this
Government of building this railway ?
If they had real faith and confidence
that this Government wished to build
the Pacifie Railway, that it was not
wasting its timo in uscless explor-
ations, they would immediately come
to the leader of the Government and
tell him: " We will give you whatever
time you want to build the Pacifie
Railway." He thought the hon. leader
of the Government, whon ho examined
quietly his everchanging opinions re-
lating to the Pacifie Railway, would
feel that he should have been more
liberal, more moderato, and more
charitable in the expression of his
opinion as to the conduct of the old
Government. If there was any gentle-
man in the flouse who had ever shown
an indecision, a want of knowledge
with regard to the course which it was
proper for this couutry to follow re-
lating to the Pacifie Railway, it was
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
himself. Take him from the very
initiation of this measure, take him
from 186-he (Mr. Masson) remem-
bered at the time when ho was quite
a young inembor of this fouse hearing
the hon. gentleman and his friends
speak in glowing terms of that great
North-West territory which we were
going to acquire, and ho had read the
utterances of the hon. gentleman's
leader in the Globe newspaper, speak-
of the advantages of a railway through
that country. Ie remembered hear-
ing the Premier himself telling them
that ho believed that a railway through
British territory on this continent
would be the cheapest, the best and
the easiest of construction that could
be made. At that time ho was heart
and soul for the Pacifie Railway, and
considered, in unison with the great
part of the Liberal party from Ontario,
that we must have a Pacifie Railway
within our border; and, further, he
was in favour of having it built on the
north shore of Lake Superiot. What
occurred in 1872 ? Then the Govern-
ment of the right hon. the member for
Kingston brought in a measure to
carry out the views of the Liberal
party of Ontario, to annex British
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Columbia and build the Pacifie Railway.
Then all the fine ideas of the Minister
of Public Works vanished; ho thon per-
ccived that the northern part of Lako
SuIperior was no good; that there were
enorinous for bidding mountains over
which we could not cross; he, who had
contended that the railway through
Britieh territory vas the best and
easiest, turne 1 round and said that that
very road was almost impracticable.
At that time ho made a clear sweep
round and pretended that he did not
want the Pacifie Railway at all for the
present-we should have a waggon
road through the continent. In 1872,
on the 7th May, when the Government
had decided to build the Pacifie Rail-
way, this was his policy; and, on hear-
ing it, the House could judge whether
that hon. gentleman had a right to
throw a taunt across the floor of this
House, about the late Government
having entered into some insane pro-
ject:-

" With regard to the whole question as to
the construction of this road, hie views had
always been that the use of the existing
lines of water communication in the summer
and of the American lines in winter to Fort
Garry, and thes-he submitted this to the
judgiuent of the House-the construction of
a good waggon road west to the Pacifie
would suffice for our present wants."

Ho (Mr. Masson) was a good Conser-
vative, but he was not such a retro-
gressionist as that; this was too con-
servative even for him, and might have
done in the olden times of coaches and
pewter jugs in England, but it would
not do on this continent. They could
imagine British Columbians jogging
along in carts for 2,000 miles
across the continent to reach
Canada, consurming two months at the
rate of Ibrty or fifty miles a day on the
trip ; but would they submit to this
long ? He would submit to any lion.
gentleman whether he who proposed,
tiom a Canadian point of view, to build
a waggon road aeross the continent,
could properly throw the taunt of
" incapacity " and " insanity " across
the floor of the House. And when was
this proposal made? At the very time
when the Northern Pacifie liailway
Company was looking with anxiety to
see whether or no the Canadian Pacifie
Railway would be built ; then Wash-

ington was looking to Canada-not
Canada to Washington. They saw
that, if this was built, the Northern
Pacifie lino was for ever ruined ; and
then the Minister of Public Works
advised the construction of this waggon
road, giving thereby a helping hand to
the Northern Pacifie. Allknewthat a
short line of about 150 miles in length,
could have been built from a peint
of the bay south of British Columbia,
Olympia, to tap the great American
railway. This was just what the
American company wishod. Thon
the hon. gentleman practically advised
them to force the British Columbians
to use the American lino. If this
policy had prevailed, theConfederation
would have been destroyed. From the
moment that the -British Columbians
found that thoir interests were bound
up with the Americans, they would
have demanded annexation, because,
whenever a people feit that their com-
mercial and pecuniary interests were
allied to a certain people, their political
feelings would soon and unavoidably
turn in that direction also. In 1874,
however, on his accession to power,
the hon. gentleman, feeling the
importance of framing a policy,
paused for a moment, considered the
whole question, and what did he do?
This famous waggon route was cast to
the winds. It had become ridiculous;
and the hon. gentleman proposed a
scheme which ho would not call
ridiculous, but inexplicable. He pro-
posed to utilize the water stretches, not
only between Fort William and Fort
Garry, but also on the Saskatchewan,
in order to secure communication with
the West. They could imagine
British Columbians starting in flat
boats or in steamboats for this country,
and passing along the windings of the
Great Saskatchewan. Had the hon.
gentleman, like himself, visited the
Nortb-West, he would have seen
how preposterous this schome was.
Between Moorehead and Red River the
distance was only 200 miles by land;
it was 600 miles by water, on account
of the interminable windings of those
rivers. This proposition was most
preposterous. Nevertheless, it was
made; and the hon. gentleman had to
carry the elections, especially in the
Province of Quebec, with it. He was
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now touching on rather delicate
ground. He knew how important it
was for public men in this country to
examine public questions on broad
grounds and broad principles. le
quite understood that they should not
be sectional. Hon. members would,
nevertheless, admit with him, that
peace and tranquility could only exist
in this country while the diffèrent
Provinces felt that they had an equal
share of the benefits flowing from the
policy of the Government. Otherwise,
it would be sheer hypocrisy to sáy that
a Province could be systematically set
aside in such relation, and, neverthe-
less, be systematically satisfied. The
hon. gentleman, in 1874, was obligod
to force the country to swallow a diffi-
cult pill, that of abandoning the great
policy introduced by bis right
hon. friend and the late Sir George
Cartier-a noble policy, just to
all, which had for its purpose the
sending into the old Provinces the
advantages accruing from the expendi-
ture of large sums of money in the
North-West Territory. The hon. gen-
tleman had to justify to the country
the abandonment of the lino north of
Lake Superior; which, if to any, was
advantageous to the old Provinces, that
were furnishing the money to build
this great railway. Why were they
endeavouring to create a great nation
in, and spending money in sending im-
migrants into, the North-West? It
was in order that the wealth and pros-
perity that this population would
accumulate and produce would conduce
to the prosperity and wealth of the
older Provinces; and how could this be
done unless the traffic from that
country passed in a direct lino to
Ontario and Quebec? What did the
hon. gentleman thon do? He made
his famous Lambton speech, propound-
ing his new policy, The hon. gentle-
man told the people of the
Province of Quebec they would
lose, it was true, the great
advantages secured for them by Sir
George Cartier, but they would obtain
a compensation. The terminus, placed
as a compromise where the late Gov-
ernment had fixed it, would not bo
changed, but, as a road was not to be
built north of Lake Superior to pour
the wealth of the North-West into the
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old Provinces, and Quebec particularly,
railways and water communica-
tion would be provided between Fort
William and Fort Garry, and the
Georgian Bay Branch to the mouth of
French River would be constructed to
the terminus fixed by the former Gov-
ernment, from which point two lines
would be subsidized, one running
through Ontario and the other through
Quebec. Whon the hon. gentleman
desired to secure the votes of the elec-
tors, and especially those of the Pro-
vince of Que bec, ho said:

" This will involve the construction of a
short line of railway froin the nouth ot
French River to the southeast shore of Lake
Nipissing, and a grant to aid in the extension
to that point of existing and projected lines
in Quebec and Ontario."

This policy was never accepted in
Quebec, but they had submitted to it.
They desired to have the policy of the
late Government followed, but they
expected that eventually a lino would
be built north of Lake Superior, as at
first agreed to. What was the result ?
The Government carried the elections
all over the country, and particularly
in Quebec. He had, and still believed
that the policy thon propounded should
have been binding on the Governmont;
and for this ho had no less an authority
than the Minister of Justice, who held
to that opinion, two years ago ; and
who, moreover, declared that the part
of the policy which related to the
Georgian Bay Branch should have
been maintained. The elections were
carried, and there was great triumph
among the Liberals. The Liberal
press of Quebec said that of the Con-
servatives of Quebec a small band of
sixteen incapables only remained; but
the policy of the Government had been
such that, since the beginning of
this Session, they had never been
able to secure a majority among
the members of Quebec, for this small
band had so grown that they had
obtained majorities of four and five and
eleven on votes taken during the Ses-
sion. In 1875, after the elections, the
hon. gentleman broke his pledge; and
the interests of Quebec were sacrificed.
They, who promised that the terminus
should remain at the south-east corner
of Lake Nipissing, by a stroke of the
pen deternined that it should be
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changed and placed forty miles to the
southwards. They, who carried the
elections by declaring that two roads
would be subsidized, resolved that only
one should be subsidized, and that it
should not run through the Province
of Quebec. The people of Quebec pro-
tested, and he was amemberof adepu-
tation that interviewed the Premier on
the subject. They told the hon. gentle-
inan that Quebec had acquired rights,
and that if only one line was
to be subsidized it should run through
Lower Canada. They had not acted
in a selfish or sectional manner. They
informed the hon. gentleman that the
route by the Matawan was the best,
and they supported this statement with
the evidence of an Engineer of great
capacity. They proved that the
grades on the Ontario lino were far
greater than on the Quebec route, and
rominded him that eminent engineers
and others had been near the sources
of the Madawaska and Bonnechere
Rivers, and had found their level 700
feot higher than the Matawan. The
Engineer further established that the
Quebec lino could be built for $30,000
per mile, while the other would cost
some $40,000; but the hon. gentleman
said that the Engineer did not know
what lie was talking about. They then
brought the Premier before a map of
the country and asked him whether,
in the face of the fact that no explora-
tions or instrumental surveys had been
made, it was not according to common
sense and what people knew of the
Country, to admit that the sources of
rivers sprang from high rather than
low land. They asked whether it was
not madness to adopt the lino before
instrumental surveys had shown
whether or not the construction of the
line was possible ? The Premier
simply turned his back upon
them, and told them that they did not
know what they were talking about.
They were obliged to submit; but,
nevertheless, they asked a very reason-
able thing. It was this: "Sir, you
know nothing about that country; you
admit it ; you have no surveys, no ex-
plorations of it. Will you grant one
favour-that, before deciding against
us, and declaring that we shall lose the
line, you will have a survey made of
the lino you propose compared with

ours." The Premier roolied that he
did not wish to have any surveys, and
that he knew all about the natter.
This was not all. The Legislature
of Quebec, in which Liberals and Con-
servatives acted iii accord, the leader
of the Opposition uniting with the
Premier on this subjeet, petitioned the
Government, asking that the question
should not bo decided before surveys
were socured, and that the terminus
should not be changed. What occur-
red ? A month after this petition had
been forwarded he (Mr. Masson) spoke.
about it in the House, and discovered
that ever since it had been lying in
one of the departmental pigeon-holes,
unnoticed. And in the inean-
time the voice of the whole
Province of Quebec vas demanding
justice, and was not listened to.
But there was quite a change of* opin.
ion among the Government in 1876,
when the hon. the Premier came down
and told the Ilouse that they had made
a great mistake, that there were diffi-
culties in the way, and that the lino
could not be made to the mouth of the
French River, and that, consequently,
they would have to bring it 20 miles
up the river. But that was not all.
In 1877 what did the Government do ?
From 1874 up to the present an item
of e1,000,000 for the Georgian Bay
Branch appeared in the Estimates ; but
this year, the omniscient Government
that knew everything, and did not
want advice, declared that they did
not want any money at all for this
Branch, and implied that it was
through a mistake that they obtained
money for it in the first place. The
hon. gentleman said he would not fol.
low the hon. member for Cumberland
in bis arguments that he used in criti-
cising the general policy of the Gov-
ernment ; that the House had voted
upon some of the matters referred to ;
that the hon. gentleman himself (Mr.
Mackenzie) had been whitewashed by
a majority of the House, and did not
wish to go again into those questions
He could tell the hon. gentleman that
he might have been whitewashed in-
regard to the Fort Frances Lacks, but
before many months had passel. the-
hon. gentleman himself would admit
that ho had made a great blunder in-
reference to that work, and his follow-
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crs who supported the position taken
by the hon. member for Wentworth
would exert such a pressure upon him
that he would be glad to abandon the
wo>rk. This work was quite sensible
and comprchensive in 1874 when the
hon. gentleinaa said he wantod the
benefit of the water-stretches between
Thuinder Bay and Fort Garry, but from
the very moment the lhon. gen-
tieman abandoned the idea of
using those water-stretches he
should have stopped the construe-
tion of the Fort Frances Locks and
Canal. The hon. gentleman should
have come down to the House and
stated there had been a certain amount
-of expenditure on that work, but lie
would throw himself 6n the judgment
of the House and support of his friends,
who had also altered their minds on
the subject. If the hon. gentleman had
adopted that course, he might have
thrown himself on the good will of his
followers, and have been excused. But
although the hon. gentleman had
altered his policy, he, nevertheless, con-
tinued this expensive work,which could
only be useful in connection with the
abandoned scheme of utilizing the
water-stretches. The hon. géntleman
could not fall back upon bis friends
and say lie had been absolved, as ev en
his friends .knew he was wrong, but
ected upon the advice of the hon. mem-
ber for Wentworth, and said they would
:stand by him. In defending his policy,
the hon. gentleman said the Fort
Frances Locks were roquired for the
parpose of transporting supplies. That
was the most extraordinary policy that
h had ever hoard; it was not a reason
but a pretence for continuing the work.
No man would believe that a work
which cost three-fourths of a million,
and could not ho used for two years yet,
was necessary to take supplies for a
railway which would be completed in
four or five years. At the prescnt
moment there were more rails out
ihere than were required to build
the whole railway from Fort
William to the English river. That
branch vas only 116 miles long; but
there were, at Thunder Bay, sufficient
rails to build 155 miles; and at St. Boni-
face, the other end of the lino, a suffi-
-cient quantity for 130 miles more. The
bon. gentleman had said a few words
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about the Kaministiquia lands. It was
pretended that Mr. Fleming recom-
mended that transaction; and he (Mr.
Masson) would like to know if
the Enginor-in-Chief was contin-
uously to be imade the scapegoat
for the faults of the Government. It
was determined in 1874 that Kaminis-
tiquia should bu the terminus of the
road, and it was tel duty of the Gov-
orntment then to acquire the necessary
lands; but, if hon. gentlemen would
consult the return which had been laid
on the table, they would find thattlhe
deeds of sale only passed in August,
1876, that was to say, ample time had
been given to speculators to buy the
land, at cheap rates and to sell them to
the Government at a large advance.
Land which could have been purchased
for $2,000 or 83,000 in 1874,was sold to
the Government in 1876 for $50,000.
The hon. gentleman might say what
ho chose, but he could not relieve
himself from this grave responsibility,
this serious deroliction of duty. The
complaint had been made in bitter
tones by the hon. gentleman that the
business of the Opposition and of the
Conservative press had been to mabgn
and destroy his reputation. It should
be remembered, however, that, during
this Session, the most bitter and cruel
accusations had been made by the
leaders of the Government against the
hon. member for Kingston-a man
who stood second to none in this coun-
try, a man whom many hon. gentle-
mea opposite declared to be a noble-
minded, noble-hearted man. That ion.
gentleman (SIr John A. Macdonald)
had been hunted down, pursued and
maligned not by the followers of the
hon. the leader of the Government, but
by the men who sat beside him on the
Troasury benches. And those wore
the gentlemen who reproached the
Opposition for maligning them. le
could tell the hon. gentlemen ho vould
never be found uttering a word against
the personal honour of any hon. mem-
ber. The reputation of our publie
men was the inheritance we should
wih ta transmit intact to our children,
no matter to what party they belonged;
and he would be proud to see the hon.
gentleman, when he left office, take
a hizh position in the country in the
sanie manner that he was proud to see
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the hon. member for Kingston, not-
withstanding the maligning of lion.
gentlemen opposite, stand high, not
only in the estimation of his friends,
but in the estimation of gentlemen op-
posed to him politically. Now, with
regard to the steel rail question, he did
not believe the hon. gentleman was
personally dishonest; but the hon.
gentleman had no right to shield himself
behind the personal opinion that people
entertained on his account. He did
not impugn the hon. gentleman's per-
sonal motives, but he would say, and
he knew it was the opinion of a great
many of the hon. gentleman's friends,
that this was an unfortunate transac-
tion. The Government were the agents
of the people. If an agent made a
goo bargain, he had therightto enjoy
the credit for it; but, if he made a bad
bargain, he must submit to the re-
proaches which bis imprudence would
bring upon him. The hon. gentleman
was bound to submit cheerfuilly to cri-
ticism. If the Government had made
a good bargain, the hon gentleman
would have been the first to come
to the flouse and tell his followers not
only to support, but to glorify him on
that aceount; therefore, Le should not
complain when, having made a bad
bargain, they told him ho had made
a mistake.

Mr. MACKENZIE: He has not
made a mistake.

Mr. MASSON: The hon. gentleman
injures his own cause in saying that,
because he knows that even his own
friends think he bas made a mistake.
If the hon. gentleman frankly admitted
that hc had made a mistake he would
be in a better position with his friends
:and the country ihan lie is at the
present moment. The hon. genhieman
says he has made no mistake.

Mr. DOMVILLE: No; hehas made
a good thing.

lMlr. MASSON: My hon. friend says
he has made a good thing. Fourteen
-thousand tons of those rails are now
rusting at Fort William. Does the hon.
gentleman mean to say that they are
required at present ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes.

Mr. MASSON: Does the hon. gen-
tleman mean to say thev were required
last year ?

Mr. MACKENZ[E: Yes.

Mr. MASSON : I suppose they wero
requirod to make au experiment to see
whether they would rust more in piles
than singly. The rails at Fort Wil-
liam were sufficient to build 155 miles
of railway. The hon. gentleman had
given out only 116 miles ofrailway in
the present contracts, and that dis-
tance would only be finished in one or
two, and perhaps three years from the
prescrit time. Then, what wa-s to be
done with the 3,500 tons of rails ro-
maining at Fort William, after those
two years ? At $64 a ton-für they
cost that delivered at Fort William-
they cost the country $224,000. The
hon. the First Minister, not knowing
what to do with bis 50,000
tons of steel rails, had sent 5,000
tons to Vancouver ILNand uselessly,
as had turned ont, over 12,000
tons to St. Boniface and 14,000 tons to
Thunder Bay, and the balance ho had
sent to the Lower Provinces. When
the hon. memb2r for Cum berland stated
that the oxidization of rails occurred
much quicker when they were piled up
than when they wore being moderately
used, the hon. the First Minister, with
his usual dogmatie tone and usual in-
fallibility, laughed at the hon. gentle-
man and said the statemen t was " non-
sense." He (Mr. Masson) would give
the hon. gentleman an authority on
that point, and an authority which he
would not dispute. He referr'ed to the

eientcfi American. That paper on
December 5th, 1874, said:

"At the recent session of the A nerican
Association for the Advancement of Science,
Professor Haldenand read a paper on this
subject, showing that railway rails when li
use oxidized but verv little, but when not in
use were subject to rapid oxidization. In fact,
disuse for one day, for example, Sunday, re-
sulted in a visible increase of rast of the track
rails. Tlis, in the opinion ot the author,
would indicate that, in chenical combina-
tion, vibrations nay interfere with the nolec-
ular arrangement of the elenients. In the
discussion which followedProfessor Van der
Weyde took the same view, and thouglt that
molecular relations tended to prevent rust.
But other speakers combatted tiis view, and
it was suggested that possibly the oil employ-
ed upon the locomotivem miglt be more or
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less spread in a thin film over the rails in
use, and thus prevent their oxidization.

" Professor Robert Mallet, of London, lias
had bis attention called to this discussion,
and in a recent note to the Engineer states
that some thirty years ago he was requested
to examine and report upon the saie matter
on behalf of the British Association for the
Advancement of Science, a grant of noney
being allowed for that purpose. He made a
variety of experiments and examinations, all
of which were duly reported. He found, in
brief, that one of the reasons why rails when
used corrode less than the same rails when
îlot used, is because the vibration of the used
rails tends to shake off the rust formed, so as
to prevent its prolonged contact with the
netallic iron from accelerating the corrosion
of the latter."

When the hon. member fbr Cumber-
land made this statement, the hon. the
First Minister should have made himself
f "amilar with the subject before ho stig-
matized the statement as "nonsense."
The hon. gentleman said that rails for
the Intercolonial cost $85 a ton. The
question was not whether the late
Government gave more or less for
their rails than the present Govern-
ment-this had nothing to do with the
matter under discussion. The price of
rails was regulated by the price of
iron. When iron was four cents a pound,
it stood to reason rails could not be
purchased as cheaply as they could
now, when iron was only two cents a
pound. The hon. gentleman himself,
a short time ago had made use of this
argument to support his own case, and
he should not use two bushels to mea-
sure with. The question for consider-
ation in relation to the purchase of
rails for the Intercolonial Railway,
was whether the old Government
bought the rails at the ordinary rate
thon. The hon. gentleman had pur-
chased the rails that were sent to Fort
William, on the suggestion of the En-
gineer-in-chief. But this, being a
mere commercial transaction, was not
within the domain of an Engineer. As
to the Nepigon and Thunder Bay loca-
tion, ho (Mr. Masson) contended that
the proper place to put the terminus
w-as at Nepigon. The opening of
navigation was about the same
lime. It was not controlled by the
breaking up of the ice at either
place, but by the opening of the
Sault Ste. Marie Canal. If the terminus
had been placed at Nepigon, the

Mr. MAssoN.

First Minister would not have placed
himself in the position, as he had donc,
of building an unauthorized branch of
the railway, a branch of fiom thirty
to thirty-five miles, at a cost of
$1,000,000, which was unnecessarv.
The hon. gentleman, to put himself in
accord with the Statute, would be
obliged to build a rond about 70 miles
long from the south part of Dog Lake
to Nepigon Bay. This road would in
the future be the main rond, while the
rond from south of Dog Lake to
Thunder Bay would only be a branch
road. He would ask what right had
the bon. gent4eman to construct this
branch of the road, to bring it to
Thunder Bay, if ho had no inten-
tion of making the terminus there.
He (Mr. Masson) would now refer
to the Georgian Bay Branch. No
hon. member would contend that this
road was not undertaken rashly, and
carried out, so far as it was, with much
incapacity. There was no instrumental
survey of the rail rond made. A simple
glance upon the map would have
shown that that route should not have
been adopted. The bon. the First
Minister said that the difficulties as to
building the Georgian Bay Branch
were entirely fallacious, and that there
were, in fact, no difficulties in the way.
If such were the case the bon. genfle-
man should see in what an awkward
position ho had placed himself with
regard to the Hon. Mr. Foster. Bat
ho (Mr. Masson) would take his part
and show him there were difficulties
in the way, and that the hon. gentle-
man had an imperfect memory. Mr.
Walter Shanly, the Engineer of Mr.
Foster, reported as follows:-

I With respect to the former, the levels al-
ready run, extending from the mouth of the
river to the 'Nipissng Road,' a distance of
about sixty miles, show, beyond all question,
that the maximum gradients and curvature
limited by the contract, namely, 26 feet per
mile ascending east and 52 feet on the west-
wardly ascent, are not obtainable on or near
the line laid down on the contract map.

" The easterly survey presents a fair profile
for some 50 miles from Douglas westward, the
required grades and curves being obtainable ;
but abont the 52nd mile a narrow gorge or
canyon of the Bonnechere River affords the
only practicable line for a distance of about four
miles, the country ou either side being high
and mountainous. Some seven or eight miles
further on, near the point designated on the-
map as the ' Village,' a somewhat similar gorge
is met with, and is again the only feasible pas3
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tbrough which the line, as laid down on the
map, can be carried.

" In both these gorges, the work to be done
to obtain grades of from 70 to 80 feet in the
mile, even in curves of six degrees, would be
heavy.

" In view of the above facts, and facts they
undoubtedly are, it seems absolutely necessary
to ascertain immediately one of two things.
Will the Government entertain the idea of
modifying the contract in respect of gradients
or alignment, or will such latitude in surveys
be permitted as will allow of the best obtain-
able section, or profile, being sought for, how-
ever far it may lie to the north of the line laid
down in the contract map.

" Judging from the ascertained elevation of
the interior waters on the sill unsurveyed
portions of the line, and from the contour and
watersheds of the oountry generally, J'am very
strongly of opinion that it will prove impracti-
cable to obtain any line whatsoever from any
point on the Bonnechere to any point on the
French River that will admit of such a low
maximum of gradient as, on the eastern ascent,
is stipulated for, by the contractor."

The hon. gentleman might put his
opinion against that of Mr. Shanly,
who was second to none in his profes-
sion, and who had reported that it was
impossible to find a proper route within
the contract; but he (Mr.Masson)would
ask him whether he did not in reality
abandon the Georgian Bay Branch on
account of difficulties unprovided for
and unforoseen. The hon. gentleman,
in order to clear himself, should admit
that ho had made a grave mistake, and
that he was bound in honour to relieve
the Hon. Mr. Foster of bis contract and
to indemnify him for the saine. But
the hou. gentleman, on the contrary,
said all the accusations brought for-
ward and statements made by Mi.
Shanly and other3, are false, and the
route was a very easy one. If that was
so, why did the Government abandon
the route by the contract. The hon.
the Premier knew that the character
of his former relations with Mr. Foster
were such as to make it bis bounden
duty to be more strict with him than
with any other contractor. The bon.
gentleman knew very well that public
opinion had its eyes upon him, and the
statemen t was made broad-cast that Mr.
Foster obtained the railway contract
on account of action taken by him
before the fil of the late Government.
Whether that report was true or false-
and he was ready to believe it was
falc until it vas proved to be true-
what was the duty of the Government ?
Surely it was to be more strict with
Mr. Foster than with any contractor.

On the contrary, the hon. the First
Minister was more improvident with
Mr. Foster than with the Georgian Bay
Branch Railway. le made a groat
blunder with regard to the railway,
but in dealing with Mr. Foster he
made a greater mistake still; he made
such a grievous mistake as would
compel the hon. gentleman to show
that the accusation brought against
himself and bis party was cntirely un-
founded. When the hon. the Premier
gave the contract to Mr. Foster, with
whom ho was on such intimate terms,
did ho take the precaution of onquir-
ing whether Mr. Foster was able to
carry it out? Did he remember that
in the authority given by Parliament
to make the contract it was provided
that the Governmont should not award
the contract to any person un-
less ho was in a position to
spend $4,000 per mile, and there was
a condition in regard to the Georgian
Bay Branch that the contractor was
obliged to show that ho was worth
$340,000. The hon. the Minister of
Public Works did not take those pro-
cautions, as had been candidly admitted
before the Committee on Publie
Accounts. When asked as to whether
he knew Mr. Foster would be able to
carry out the work, the hon. the
Premier said he believed so; ho thought
he would. When asked as to whether
ho obtained any information on the
point, ho replied that ho had not
obtained any particular information.
The hon. gentleman was asked as to
how lie arrived at that conclusion ; to
which ho replied, from Mr. Foster's
general roputation, that ho was a
groat railway man, interested in many
lines, and that he was a strong and able
man. The hon. the Firat Minister, by
somo other person, was asked to this
effect: "Did you not gather the in-
formation as to Mr. Foster's ability a
littie from himself?" to which the
answer, he thought, was that ho did so.
The Georgian Bay Branch contract was
the most amusing affair which had yet
been before Parliament. Mr. Foster
had a right to a certain percentage on
rails delivered on the line of road. Hon.
members did not yet know by any
statement which had been made before
them where those rails were delivered.
The authority of the Government
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stated that the rails were to be deliver-
ed on the railway to be built,that was the
subsidized portion of the Canada Cen-
tral Railway. The Chief Engineer
knew nothing about the point. It ap-
peared, however, that they had been
delivered in the neighbourhood of lRen-
frew ; but there was no evidence to
show that Renfrew was a portion of
the subsidized lino of the Canada Cen-
tral. The first duty of the Govern-
ment should have been to ascertain the
location of the subsidized line. But
they took no such action. The proof
that Renfrew was not on that section
of the lino was that Mr. Foster asked
that that branch of railway should be
extended to Renfrew instead of Doug-
las. The rails might, in fact, be fifteen
miles away from the subsidized portion
of the line where they were to be de-
livered. Those rails were, moreover,
received by the Government without
knowing anything as to their value.

Mr. DYMOND rose to a point of
order. The evidence of the Public
Accounts Committee, to which refer-
ence was being made, had not been re-
ported to the House.

Mr. MASSON said the hon. gentle-
mtn must feel very guilty if he would
stop his argument at that point.

Mr. DYMOND said ho would not
object if all other hon. members were
allowed the sane privilege.

Mr. MASSON said it had been as-
certained that those rails, the quality
of which it was the duty of the Gov-
ernment to have knowi, bad turned
out to be worthless. Mr. Ridout, an
Engineer, had stated that he had never
seen worse rails used. But he (Mr.
«Ma.-son) did not so much complain of
the quality of the rails as of the cir-
cumstance that the Government had
purchased nearly 2,000 tons of rails,
knowing nothing as to their quality;
and the evidence showed that when
one of those rails dropped from
the hand, it broke. Mr. Foster,
who was still a very powerful
supporter of the Government, obtained
a loan of those very rails ho was partly
paid for, and it was stated by the De-
puty Minister of the Department be-
fore the Public Accounts Committee
that it was a very unusual act to loan,

Mr. MASsoN.

anything belonging to the Department;
nevertheless, Mr. Foster could obtain a
loan of rails. They were lent to Mr.
Foster, a particular friend of the Gov-
ernment, but it was impossible to
find out by whom they were loaned or
delivered. Nor could the quantity so
loaned be ascertained. At first the
quantity was 100 tons, but the evidence
had disclosed the fact that the quantity
missing was 227 tons; they had not
been loaned, they had been taken-
made use of by Mr. Foster. Those rails
were of the value of $10,000. He
would not say that anything was
wrong on the part of Mr. Foster, but
the transaction showed gross nogli-
gence and supineness on the part of the
Publie Works Department. He would
submit the case to any hon. gentleman
opposite, who was sure to vote against
the motion, and especially to the bon.
member for South Wentworth.

Mr. RYMAL asked the hon. mem-
ber for Terrebonne what lie understood
him (Mr. Rymal) to have said the
other night.

Mr. MASSON said he understood the
hon. member to have said that a friend
in need is a friend indeod.

Mr. .RYMAL said that in bis remarks
the other evening he was referring to
the doctrine taught by the right hon.
member for Kingston, which was that
he wanted bis friends to sustain him
when he was wrong, because the Oppo-
sition would keep him in power when
ho was right. He (Mr. Rymal) said
his friends might take a leif out of the
book of the hon. gentleman, and go so
far as to pardon a small offen ce ; but ho
went on to say that if they could show
him a corrupt bargain performed by
members of the Government ho would
desert them at once.

Mr.MASSON said lie would ]eave
the interpretation to be plaeod upon
the hon. gentleman's words to tho
House. A Iew days ago he had a some-
what disagreeable conversation with
the hon. the Premier in regard to the
exploration of the country between
Pic River and Sault Ste. Marie. He
had put those questions to the hon.
Minister advisedly. He had observed
the course of the hon. gentleman and
his determination to carry into execu-
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tion those views and principles which
ho advocated when in Opposition. It
was only for the Opposition and some
of the members of the Cabinet to try
and counteract the action of the hon.
gentleman. When in Opposition, the
hon. the Premier held views whieh
were opposite to those of many of his
friends who came from the Pro-
vince of Quebec. To-day the hon.
gentleman was determined to have
his view predominate, whether
it pleased his Lower Canadian sup-
porters or not, and it was that the rail-
way should pass west and south of
Lake Nipissing. He had foreseen this
since last year, when ho read the
speech delivered by the hon. gentle-
man while he was unavoidably absent
from the House. He was then con-
vinced that the cause of the Province
of which ho was one of the represent-
atives had not only been sacrificed as
to the Georgian Bay Branch, but also
as to the location of the Pacific Rail-
way itself; and that the grand policy
propounded by the right hon. member
for Kingston and the late regretted
Sir George Cartier was to be cast to
the winds, and the interests of Quebec
set aside. He would read extracts
from the hon. gentleman's speeches,
establishing the position ho took.
It would be remembered that
the great question of past years
was whether this railway would
pass by Sault Ste. Marie. Sir
Hugh Allan and Sir George Cartier
disagreed on this point, because Sir
George Cartier thought that Sir Hugh
Allan was playing into the hands of
the Americans ; and hon. gentlemen
opposite were acting to-day, ho was
afraid, as Sir Hugh Allan in vain
desired the late Governiment to act.
The hon. the Premier said last year:

" Taking Fort William as the objective point,
from there by the old line via Long Lake to
the Eastern terminus, the distance is 660 miles.
From Fort William by the Pic River (the new
line) the distance is about 620 miles. Then, if
the line were to deflect fom the Pic south-
ward so as to follow thA general outline of Lake
Superior and reach the Sault, and there tra-
verse the bordera of Georgian Bay to Lake
Nipissing, the distance from Fort William would
be about 720 miles, as near as can be ascertain-
ed. A party was sent out by the Chief Engineer
to examine the country between the Pic River
and the Sault. That work is not yet complete,
nor la it in such a state as would justify us in
giving any postive opinion upon it. I have no
doubt, however, that it is practicable ; but the

other route I have indicated is one there is no
doubt about. I believe that it iR quite as easy
as the former one while it is shorter.

" Hon. Mr. TUPPER: Where are these 720
miles route?
" Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE: From Fort William

round by the Sault Ste. Marie to Nipissing; but
by leaving Lake Superior at Pic River we can
reach Lake Nipissing in 620 miles The old
line north of Long Lake was 660 miles."

Why did the hon. gentleman have this
survey made when ho knew that the
House had decided that the main lino
of the railway should not pass there,
but north and east of Lake Nipissing,
and that the terminus should be south-
east of this Lake ? When the hon.
gentleman told the poople of Lower
Canada and Parliament that the ter-
minus should be located forty miles
below, ho never spoke about the main
lino running west and south of Lake
Nipissing. His hon. friend from
Charlevoix brought this question up
last year and read an extract from the
Globe which proved clearly that it was
the intention •of a certain party in
Ontario to have the lino pass below the
point at which it had been fixed by

arliament. lie would read what
passed on that occasion:

" Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said ho knew a news-
paper, the Toronto Globe, which was under the
influence of a gentleman who had always been
considered a great authority, and a power
behind the Throne. That newspaper, in
February, said:

"' The railway to French River is a part, and
a material part, of the old scheme. It is one
link in the chain; another will take us to the
Sault Ste. Marie neighbourhood, and so on to
the head of Lake Superior.' "

He thought that showed ho was not
far wrong. In his speech on the sub-
ject in March last, the hon. the Premier
said :

" W e therefore fixed upon that part as the
terminus for two or three reasons-for the rea-
son just assigned in the firat place ; and in the
second place, for the reason that, if the road
should be continued westward, those 85 miles
that would be built by the Government as a
Government work, will he generally speaking
in the line to be followed; and which may be
carried out whether we pass slightly north-east
of Sault Ste. Marie ultimately, or diverge
northerly by the route to Long Lake, and pass-
ing from tbe south of Long Lake to Pic River,
or by the north of the lake where the surveys
of last season terminated.

The Premier on the 5th April stated
to the House:

" A good deal had been said about this
being a link. By stretching a cord on the
map from Montreal to Thunder Bay or Ne-
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pigon, it would be seen that this line lay di-
rectly in the route of the Pacific Rail~vay.
The Canada Central formed the straightest
possible way fron Portage du Fort, and the
Georgian Bay Branch formed a continuation
of that line in nearly the sane direction."

He would ask hon. gentlemen to
take a map and see whether this was
the case. The statement was most in-
correct. A straight line drawn from
Lake Nepigon to the first seaboard of
this country passed north of Lake Nipis-
sing. The hon. gentleman continued:

"l He did not know the country between
that point and the French River and the
Pic, but was famili-ir with the country from
there to Michipicotin. He had always ex-
pressed his anxiety that the line should go
on the south side of Nipissing. It was un-
questionably the shortest route and traversed
the best country. Whether it passed imme-
diately sonth of the lake or at some distance
from it was a matter of no concern, because
it would be an exact link in the line."

le had no fault to find with the bon.
gentleman, for this was the policy thte
hon. gentleman had advocated in Op-
position, contrary to tht views of the
members from Quebec. Nevertheless,
in this as in many other things, the
hon. gentleman's opinions prevailed
over those of the leaders of the Quebec
Liberals, to the great disgust of the
majority of these Liberals, as they
would see before long. He protested,
in the name of the Province of Quebec,
against this policy. This might ap-
pear a bold assertion, but ho knew ho

ad the unanimous support of the
population of Lower Canada on this
subject, in opposition to tho policy of
the Government, as proved by the vote
of 1872. If British Columbia was to-
day a part of the Dominion, this was
due to the votes of the solid phalanx
which supported Sir George Cartier;
and they had voted for the railway to
bring wealth and prosperity to the
Province of Quebec. He would speak
fairly and frankly to the representa-
tives of the Province of Ontario on this
matter. They believed that Quebec
would obtain its share of the accruing
advantages, otherwise they would not
have consented to the Bill. This was
the reason why the representatives of
Quebec and the Maritime Provinces
advocated the scheme. -He was, for
his part, pleased to see the position
occupied by Ontario, which would
share largely in these advantages.

Mr. MASSON.

They expected, in exchange, that, as
Providence had placed Quebec in the
most direct line for the trade of the
West, they should obtain their share of
it. He would submit to the repre-
sentatives of Ontario whether it vas
right, admitting that Montreal and
Quebec were placed in a straight line
with the head of Lake Superior, to take
away from the Province of Quebec the
advantages bestowed upon it bynature.
Was it not sectionalism on the part of
Ontario to divert this great national
route to itself, when it should be estab-
lished so as to secure the prosperity of
the whole Dominion and bring
the trade of the North-West to
their first seaboard, Montreal? Que-
bec, however unwilling, cheerfully
submitted to the change. They un-
dorstood that Ontario required more
than their share; but Sir George Car
tier joined hands with the hon. mem-
ber for Kingston, and consentel tha
the line should deflect towards Ontario
instead of passing in a straight line
f rom the north of Lake Superior to the
first sea-board, to some 50 miles north
of the River Matawan and the Upper
Branch of the Ottawa River. The
Liberal Party of Ontario, nevertheless,
demanded greater concessions, and
asked that the lino should pass south-
west of Nipissing. Sir George Cartier
and the hon. member for Kingston
thon determined on a compromise, and
agreed that the terminus should be
fixed at the south-east end of Nipissing,
where a point would be of easy access
to the railways from Ontario and
Quebec. This was devised to secure
peace and quietness in Ontario, and
they were ready still to abide
by the compromise. Sir George Car-
tier was now missed from the Treasury
benches, and Quebec had reason to
mourn his loss; Sir George said it was
true they were giving 40 or 50 miles to
Ontario, to which that Province was
not entitled in strict justice, but never-
theless it would be done, and a road
should be constructed on the north
shore of the Ottawa River as far as the
topography of the country would per-
mit, striking the Pacific R'ailway at
the junction north of Lake Nipissing,
thus enabling the wealth of the North-
West to be poured into the Province of
Queboc. This was denied; but, as a
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part of a scheme had been arranged
between Sir George Cartier and him-
sels, he (M r. Masson) was in a position
to assert the facts himself. Sir George
asked him and Mr. Currier and Mr.
Alonzo Wright to form a company to
build this line by the north shore, and
they mooted the organization of an
independent raiiway by the north
shore for this purpose. The Liberal
press of Quebec had declared that Sir
George Cartier hnd never conceived
such a plan ; they could not under-
stand that this great man should
form such a scheme. He would take
the opportunity of reading once more
the correspondence and telegrams
which passed between himself and
another party on the subject. He at
once wrote to a gentleman who was
second to none in his patriotic en-
deavours in advocacy of railway enter-
prise, although a clergyman-Father
Labelle, who was distinguished for that
spirit of enterprise and energy for
which the Anglo-Saxon race was cele-
brated and which they would appreci-
ate. He sent to Father Labelle a tele-
gram which he previously showed to
Sir George Cartier, who approved of it.
It was as follows:

" Received letter; Sir George just declared
in House, that terminus of Pacifie Railway will
be so placed that easy access to it eau be
had from Ontario by their future roads, and
from Quebec by a road running on north shore
of Ottawa."

Sir George Cartier baving seen that
Sir Hugh Allan might not coincide
with his views in this regard, sought
the formation of a new company,
as he had stated. He (Mr. Masson)
was offered a directorship, and Father
Labelle, who had just arrived in Otta-
wa, immediately telegraphed to Sir
ilugh Allan on the 16th May, 1872, as
follows:-

"Charter asked for railway from Ottawa to
junction with Pacific Railway by North Shore
of Ottawa; if it meets your approval would
you join?"

Mr. Labelle received this answer:-
"I am in favour of the shortest line from

Ottawa to the east terminus of Pacifie Rail-
road ; if it goes north of Ottawa I would favour
such line, but my opinion is that it should
cross at Portage du Fort."

To this Mr. Labelle replied:
"'Received telegram. Oartier would seem

to favour a line wholly by North Shore of Otta-

110

wa to junction with Pacific Railway ; would
you like one or two of our friends being on
the Board of Directors of new Company."

There was a meeting of the parties
interested in the Nortborn Colonization
Company, and they consented to taking
u1) the scheme. le (Mr. Masson)
could show by public documents Ihat
the plan propounded by Sir George
Cartier was a bondfide ene, and that he
was strong enough to impose his
opinions upon Sir liugh Allen, who
readily engaged to build the railway.
le submitted the following Jetter for
the consideration of hon. gentlemen
opposite from Quebec. It was the
official letter from Sir lugh Allan to
the Secretary of State, dated 9th July,
1872, and read as follows:-

I Sm,-with reference to the last communi-
cation addressed to you by the Secretary of
this Company, advising that the Company was
now prepared to accept of the contract for
building the Pacifie Railroad on the terms and
conditions authorized in the Act of Parliament,
I have now the honour to state that if the
building of the Pacific Railway is given to this
Company, it will agree, with such assistance as
may be obtained from the Governments of
Ottawa and Quebec, or such other assistance
as may be given, to build a branch railroad
from some point on the main line of the Pacifie
Railroad, near and north of Lake Nipissing, to
Hul, opposite Ottawa, there to connect with
the Northern Colonization Railroad. This
route will cross the Ottawa at Deep River, or
some other point as far up on the north shore
of the Ottawa, in the Province of Quebec, as the
nature of the country will admit."

That was the policy of Sir George
Cartier; wbetlrer it was feasible or not
was not the question now. That was
the policy of the hon. member for
Kingston, and that was the policy
which the present Government aban-
doned with the help of the Liberals of
Quebec. It might be said that he had
been sectional. Who ever suggested
that Mr. lowe was sectional when he
asked for and insisted upon justice for
his Province until he got it? Who
ever said the people of New Brunswick
were sectional when they asked that
8150,000 should be granted them for
abandoning the export duties on timber.
Canadians were all one, but we had the
common frailties of human nature,
and were naturally disposed to favour
our own Provinces. When they saw
men whose duty it was to Inaintain
their rights forgetting them, the Oppo-
sition were obliged to take this ground.
It was no new cause he was pleading.
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He had advocated it three times in
this House, and he knew that two-
thirds of the Liberal Party of Quebec
approved of it, but party spirit was so
strong that they would vote down that
which they supported ii the lobbies
and was supported by the country.
There was, however, a sad exhibition of
sectionalism in the House when Sir
George Cartier and the hon. member
for Kingston propounded that noble,
just and statesmanlike policy. There
were men who, to embarrass the Gov-
ernment and for party purposes, advo-
cated that the line should be more in
favour of Ontario, and vice versd. The
hon. the Minister of Justice moved a
resolution to the effect that the railway
should " extend from some point on or
near Lake Nipissing, passing, if
practicable, south and west of said
ake." That was the extreme view of

those who favoured a section of Ontario,
against which every member from
Lower Canuda voted without excep-
tion But what did the Liberals of
Quebec do, not from any patriotic
feeling as vas well proved to-day, but
froni the simple desire of embarrassing
the Government? The Liberals of
Quebec advocatod the location of the
line more in favour of that Province;
and Mr. Dorion moved an amendment
to provide that the eastern terminus
should be at some point west of
the Ottawa river as shall be found to
aford the shortest practicable route
from the Ptcific Ocean to such eastern
terminus. Here were the two extreme
views. For this extreme motion all who
voted were French Liborals. Mr. Smith
(Westmoreland) was the only hon.
member who did not belong to the
Province of Quebec who voted for the
motion. What was the position of
those hon. gentlemen to-day? They
h:d now no opinion of their own.
They supported the one-man Govern-
ment. Slhe bon. the Minister of
Finance, the hon. the Minister of
Justice, the hon. the Minister of Inland
Revenue, the President of the Council
bad all taken their brains and put
them into the bai d Scotch bead of the
hon. the First Minister, who thought
and acted for them all. The French
Liberals had repudiated every question
which they supported before the
.change of Government. Al those

Mr. MAssoN.

questions on whieh the Conservatives
and Liberals of Quebec were agreed
had been repudiated; and there was
not a member of the Cabinet
who represented the principles, the
ideas-call them the prejudices
if they pleased-of the Province.
They were going to repudiate the
Georgian Bay Branch, and to-day those
hon. members ho was afraid would
support the hon. the Minister of Public
Works in abandoning the scheme to
make Montreal the eastern terminus of
the Pacific Railway, and the Province
of Quebec the channel for the great
trade of the North-West. He spoke
advisedly when he said that the Pro-
vince of Quebec now stood in an infer-
ior position. le was present at a
meeting in Lachine when the hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue was seek-
ing re-election, and at that meeting, in
the presence of the hon. member for
Chateauguay and himself, that hon.
gentleman (Mr. Laflamme) said : "I
promise, if I am elected, that if in three
moiths I have not obtained justice for
Lower Canada I will resign my seat."

Mr. LAFLAMME : The hon. gentle-
man bas either taken wrong notes or
he as a bad memory.

Mr. MASSON: Not at ail. The
hon. gentleman also said in answer to
certain reproaches : "I have not spok-
en in the House ; my business was to
listen, and not to speak. But I have
only been two years in Parliament, and
have already given places of emolument
to twenty of you ; what will it be when
I am a Minister of the Crown ?" This
was a great slur upon the hon. gentle-
man's predecessors and colleagues in
the Cabinet. but was not the only thing
the hon. gentleman and his cotleagues
had repudiated. In this connection ho
would read the following from L'Even-
ment :--

''It is now too late to enquire whether
Messrs. Dorion,Fournier and Ross would have
acted better in refusing the offers that were
inade to them and remaining faithful to
politics. It is an accomplished fact, it would
be useless to discuss it; we 'nust accept it
and see the most we can) make of it for the
L:beral cause and the country.

" The withdrawal o the two most impcr-
tant ien of the Liberal party, of the two
men who have for twenty years persoified
the popular cause in the two great districts
of the Province, must naturally mark a new
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era in our politics. It is evident that th
withdrawal. of MM. Dorion and Fournie
only preceded for a short time the with
drawal of others,and that for the disappeare
leaders we must substitute others. Whi
shall be those leaders, who will know how
to concibate iii a just ieasure the best tra
ditions of Liberalism with the exigency of i
new state of things ?"

Who were the men that had taker
the places of those cast away ? Look-
at the front benches. The Presideni
of the Council and the hon. member
for Jacques Cartier were the men whc
were to bring forward the best interests
of the Liberal Party in Quebec,and the
hon. member for Shefford was to repre-
sent the English element. These were
the leaders who had taken the place of
Sir George Cartier ; these were the
men who had taken Mr. Dorion's place ;
these were the men who had submit-
ted to the withdrawal, one after
another, of all those questions upon
which Conservatives and Liberals were
united, and the former, unfortunately,
found, as they would in the present
circumstances, that they were tO be
left alone to fight the battle of the
Province. Al hough it was not the
duty of the Opposition to point out the
policy that should be followed, yet he
could not help referring to it and
reiterating what ho had said on the
subject last year. The Governmont
had the power in their hands; they
had the majority, and they should not
in his opinion repudiate the grand
policy inaugurated by the right hon.
member for Kingston. The important
link that was to connect Quebec and
Ontario directly with the West had,
however, been abandoned. For years
to come the traffie that would have
been created thereby would be diverted
to the United States. They in Lower
Canada had been forced to submit to
it. The Government atterwards said
they would adopt the Georgian Bay
Branch policy. H1e was willing to
submit to that policy, although if the
railway had been passing to the north,
the Georgian Bay Branch would not
have been required, because Quebec
and Ontario would have been on
equal terms, and each could have
had, by adopting the necessary means,
its share of the traffie of the North-
West. But, now that Quebec must
reach the waters of Lake Superior,

110

e he did not ask that the Georgian Bay
r Brandi should be buiît, but ho did ask

1that the Governinent should take some
Saction to secure the desired obj*eet on
Sthe promised terms. Let the Govern-

ment adopt that part of the scheme of
'the old Government which met with
the approbation of both Ontario and
Quebec, that policy which provided for

i the eastern terminus being at the east
Eend of Lake Nipissing and thus iplacing

e9

b Ontario and Quebec on equal ternis.
. Tien it would ho the duty of Ontario

>and Quebec to see how they eonld
reaci that point. Thon it would be
the timo for statesmen to consider what

*was best in the interest of the Do-
miinion and their respective Provinces.
Thon would be the ti me for the Govern-
ment to repair the injury done to Que-
bec, and carry out the promises they
had made before the eloctions. The

*duty of the Government was to sup-
port their policy of 1874 in this respect.
Lot them subsidize a lino in the Pro-
vince of Queboc as they promised to,
do. 11o knew that the sentiments of
the majority of tho Liberal Party in
Lower Canada wore in accord with his
on this point. Lot them subsidizo a lino
s0 that tie Pacific iRail way, passing by
the north of Nipissing,could ho tapped
aind a con-noction witb the emprium
of commerce, Montroal, secur -i; thon
the members from' Lower Canada
would ho willing to support the Gov-
ernment in voting away a reasonable
amount of money te bring a lino from.
tho eastern terminus of tho Pacifie
Railway Vo any point in Ontario, in
the direction of ~Toronto if dosired.
Tho members from Lower Canada
supporteci that policy when they
came to this Parliament, whon
the hon. the Minister of Public
Works declarod that hoe wou Id sa bsidize
roads in the Province of Quebec, and
wodald, ho belioved, do so stili. But the
Province of Queic would nover Con-
sent te the present policy. It would
nover consent te ho deprived of its
rights. 1V asked no favours; it only
asked for tie acknowledgment of
acquired rights--those granted to it
by Act of Parliament. The Province
of Quebec stood by the announeement
of the hon. the Premier, unfavourable
as it was compared with former plans,
and was determined te maintain it as
best it could.
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Mr. LAFLAMME said that it -ap.
peared that the leader ofthe Conserva-
tive Party in Quebec was determined
to outshine the leader of the Party in
the Maritime Provinces. After the
able speech of the hon. member for
Cumberland, which lasted five hours,
the hon. member for Terrebonne had
afflicted them with a speech of almost
the same length. It was amusing to
hear the hon. gentlemen complain of
the tone on the part of hon. members
on the Government side in the debate.
Certainly, if there was any offence it
had not come from that side of the
Ilouse. And, besides, the hon. gen-
tlemen well knew, and the country well
knew, that the hon. gentlemen opposite
resorted to all the violence and abuse
possible against their opponents. The
hon. gentleman had thought fit to go
back to past years and attack the
Liberal Party in the Province of
Quebec, for having assailed almost
every measure of public importance.
The bon. gentleman had accused them
of having opposed the establishment
of the Grand Trunk Railway and the
Intercolonial Railway. This he (Mr.
Laflamme)positively denied. There was
opposition as to the Intercolonial,
but not as to the Grand
Trunk, on the part of the Lib-
eral Party of Quebec. It was contended
that at that time, when money was so
much required, the amount appropri-
ated could have been put to better use
than in building the Intercolonial Rail-
way. But the opposition to the Inter-
colonial Railway was before Confeder-
ation. The hon. member said that the
Quebec Liberal Party had called the
project of building the Pacifie Railway
an insane project. The whole intelli-
gence of the Dominion had attacked
that plan, as the Prime Minister had
shown. The hon. gentleman himself
had admitted that the bare construe-
tion would cost $100,000,000. He bad
accused him of having stated at a
public meeting that the road would cost
something like $300,000,000. H1e did
not state any such thing. What he did
say was that, as the American Pacifie
Railway, with a much more favourable
route, had cost $215,O00,000, it was
nonsense to pretend that the Canadian
Pacifie could be built for less; and he
jilso stated that the cost of the road

Mr, MASSON,

would be an addition to the public debt.
The original plan was an absurdity: it
was a fraud. The hon. member had
pretended that the failure of Sir Hugli
Allan to raise money in England was
owing to the opposition of- the Liberal
Party, and yet he said the Globe and
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
had supported the scheme.

Mr. WRIGHT: No; he did not
say that.

Mr. LAFLAMME said he so under-
stood the hon. member. At all events,
the Liberal Party could not have had
the alleged influence against Sir
.Hugh Allan. The surveys were
to have been completed in two
years, but they were not com-
pleted yet, although all the energy
possible had been thrown in them.
They had been carried out in the most
economical, and at the same time, in
the most efficient manner. The hon.
member pretended that there was no
real intention to carry out the work
within ten years. If there were no
real intention, why was it so expressed ?
On the one hand, the British
Columbians themselves did not expect
to have it done within ten years, and,
on the other hand, notwithstanding
that, they had seen, ever since the new
Administration came into office. that
the British Columbians had insisted
and almost, at the instigation or
suggestion of the hon. gentlemen
opposite, threatened the Government
with secession for not carrying out the
contract formerly made; that was, to
construct the road within ten years as
laid down in Bill.

Mr. DECOSMOS: Not so.
Mr. LAFLAMME said there had, at

all events, been some persistence on the
part of the British Columbians to
obtain this work within a specified
time. He should not fall on the hon.
member in regard to what he called
the hesitation or indecision of the hon.
the Premier in relation to the Pacifie
Railway. The facts were there, and
they were the best answers to his
insinuations. There certainly was no
indication that he intended to come
back to a system of a waggon road, as
the hon. member for Terrebonne (Mr.
Masson) had stated. The Pacifie
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Railway was in a fair way of construc-
tion in all the most essential parts, and
was being carried on, on the system
which had obtained for the American
Railway the greatest success, thatwas,
to progress with the railway in such a
way that the population should follow
its construction.

Mr. MASSON asked if the hon.
gentleman would have the kindness to
repeat what he (Mr. Masson) had said
as to Mr. Mac kenzie's action with
regard to Sir lugh Allan in England.

Mr. LAFLAMME said he understood
the hon. gentleman to say that the
enemies of the Local Government in
Quebec, and the enemies of the Con-
servatives in Quebec, had used their
best endeavours in order to prevent
Sir Hugh Allan from carrying bis
scheme in England; that the same sys-
tom had been followed by the Liberal
Party in Quebec with respect to the
loans made by the Local Government
for the North Shore Railway; and the
hon. gentleman compared the Globe, of
Toronto, and even the Liberal Party of
the Piovince of Ontario with the
Liberals of Lower Canada, saying
that the former favoured or came to
the assistance of the Province of
Quebec in order to establish or main-
tain the credit of the Province of
Quebec in England, and elsewhere.

Mr. MASSON said ho had stated
that the action of the Liberals of the
Province of Quebec in England was
such as to lower or discredit the credit
of the Province of Quebec in England,
and that they had succeeded in getting
their loan, firstly, by the credit of the
Province; secondly, by the energies of
the Ministers; and, thirdly, by the
influence of those Ministers and of the
Globe, and not by means of the Li beral
Party who pretended that it was run-
ning the country.

Mr. LAFLAMME: By what medium
could they communicato their influ-
ence there ?

Mr. MASSON: They have no
influence there more than they have in
Canada.

Mr. LAFLAMME said they had
enough influence to keep the hon.
gentleman out of power, and if he were

left to his own individual influence in
the Province of Quebec he would not,
perhaps, be sitting in the front benches
in this House, because he (Mr.
Laflamme) had not forgotten that the
hon. gentleman had thought the
Liberal element of Quebec was worthy
of cultivating, and they had soine in-
fluence in sending the hon. gentleman
to this House.

Mr. MASSON: And I have always
been particular in following thoir in-
structions.

Some HON. MEMBERS : Order.

Mr. LAFLAMME said ho knew the
Liberals of the county of Terrebonne,
who, he had no hesitation in saying,
when called upon to follow their prin-
ciples, would be found as true as the
Liberals had been found in any other
part of Quebec.

Mr. MASSON: 600 majority for
Mr. Chapleau.

Mr. LAFLAMME asked, if the rail-
way were taken away from the coun-
ty, where would be the 600 majority ?
He would just answer some of the
principal questions which the hon.
gentleman thought fit to bring forward
in his attempt to answer the argu-
ments of the hon. the Premier. He
had regretted that the petition of
Legislature, asking that the old
terminus should not be discarded,
had not been considered and
accepted by the Government. Now,
that vas evidently stated without
regard to the fact. The hon.
gentleman knew, and the whole Pro-
vince of Quebec could not ignore the
fact, that the whole which the late Sir
George Cartier attempted to obtain
for the Province of Quebec was te
locate the terminus of the Pacifie Rail-
way at a point south of Lake Nipis-
sing. This was the only point which
had been settled and determined upon
after long contention. What had the
hon. member for Terrebonne doue
since ? The hon. gentleman had allud-
ed to the vote of the 30th May, 1872,
when 51 members voted for the motion
of Mr. Blake, while in the nays was
the name of the hon. member for Ter-
rebonne. The hon. gentleman also
voted against Mr. Dorion's motion on
the same day, though that proposition
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was in the interest of the Province of
Quebec. Would the hon. member for
Terrebonne pretend to say that the
Province of Quebec was interested in
having the terminus of the Pacific
Railway established south or north of
Lake Nipissing ?

Mr. MASSON : North.

Mr. LAFLAMME contended that the
Province of Quebec had no interest in
having the road pass either north or
south, but it was interested in having
connection from the terminus which
would bring that terminus and a point
in the Province of Quebec within a
shorter distance of Lake Nipissing than
any point in the Province of Ontario,
and if the hon. gentleman would look at
the map he would find that the pro-
posed scheme of the Government for
the Georgian Bay Branch originated
entirely with this Government. The
defunct Government never thought
of that scheme. The hon. member
for Terrebonne, while he was support-
ing the late Government and advising
them, when he had so much influ-
ence, and pretended to represent so
faithfully the interests of the Province
of Quebec, never thought of, or asked,
or pretended to obtain this advantage
of having a branch road from the ter-
minus of the Pacific Railway, were it
west, east, north or south of Lake
Nipissing, to put the entire West of
this continent within a shorter dis-
tance from Montreal than by any
other route which could be submitted.
The Province of Ontario had no inter-
est in the Georgian Bay Branch; it
could not be for their interest. Com-
ing down to Ottawa or within the vic-
inity of Ottawa, by the Canada Central,
that road would bring the whole busi-
ness of the West into direct communi-
cation with the section of railway
which was in course of construction,
the Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental
Railway. The greatest part of the
eloquence of the hon. member for Ter-
rebonne (Mr. Masson) had been ex-

pended this evening on the impossibil-
ity of obtaining or securing this Geor-
gian Bay Branch, or bringing the ter-
minus of the Pacifie Railway in contact
with the railway system of the Pro-
vince of Quebec. This had been
already asserted and approved by

Mr. LAFLAMME.

the act of the Government. The
hon. the Premier had declared
on an interpellation made by the
hon. member for Terrebonne that
the Government had not changed
its determination with respect to the
establishment of a branch railway con-
necting with the Georgian Bay, or in
that direction, and it was evident to
every man who looked at the position
of the branch established on the line
traced out by the Government, that
whether the line passed south or north
of Lake Nipissing from Thunder Bay,
it would put Montreal within a com-
paratively small distance further from
Thunder Bay than Toronto itself. Con-
sequently, it secured for the Province
of Quebec all the advantage of commu-
nication with the Western Territories,
and it also secured the settlement of
the entire part of the country. The
hon. member had thought proper to
criticise the valuation of the lands for
the purpose of establishing a depôt at
Kaministiquia. H1e pretended that
$50,000 was paid in the most extrava-
gant manner for land which could
have been purchased at a much lower
rate. The answer was that this valu-
ation was made, not by the Govern-
ment, but by a competent party, and
that the valuators had been swon.
This property was divided into town
lots, and constituted almost a little
town, and this determined them to fix
this price. Consequently, the Govern-
ment could not be accused of having
disposed unjustly of its money in
favour of any party. It was really
something calculated to call forth
the sympathies of all the members
of the louse, to bear the hon.
gentleman complain of abuse having
been heaped on his hon. friends.
He had carefully followed the debates
and the discussions throughout the
whole of the Province of Quebec,
and he had never heard Liberal
speakers use personalities with
regard to their political opponents.
Political facts had alone been discussed,
such as the Pacifie Railway scandal,
which related to a publie act. Ie
challenged the hon. member to point
out an instance where personalities
had been made use of; but he regretted
the same thing could not be said of
Conservatives. He did not believe.
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that the hon. member for Terrebonne
would descend to the use of abusive
language, but the hon. gentleman's dis-
position was naturally so warm and
impetuous that he was sure the hon.
gentleman would regret the fact of any
one exhibiting equal violence with
himself in debate, if a witness of it.
The.tone of the hon. gentleman could
be justly complained of, He admitted,
what the hon. gentleman contended
for, that the character of our public
men should be held sacred, and defend-
ed and upheld; but this did not pre-
clude criticism of their public acts.
Discussion should not touch on the
private character of individuals; but

e confined absolutely to their political
acts and deeds. The hon. member had
criticised the construction of twenty-
five miles of roadway to reach water
communication, but he could not see
how this was detrimental to the inter-
ests of the Province of Quebec, as this,
in fact, enabled the trade of the West
to be placed in direct communication
with the Province of Quebec. The hon.
gentleman pretended that the Georgian
Bay Branch Railway contract had been
given to Mr. Foster as a recompense
for political services; but this contract
had been awarded after tenders had
been asked for, and after the scheme
had been submitted to the House, with-
out censure having even been called
for in this regard. The hon. gentle
'-an said they should have ascertained

hether Mr. Foster was in a position
fulfil the terms of the contract; but

e contractor was at the time in per-
fectly good circumstances, and no one
doubted this, his means being unques-
tionable. Mr. Foster carried on large
undertakings, and conseo-.n tly ought
to;and must have bee, -apposed capa-

e of bringing th; -air to a success-
1 conclusion; . it was only after
<survey was made and it was found

that the road was not practicable, that
the Government gave up the project.

Mr. DESJARDINS: Then the con-
tract was given before a survey was
made.

Mr. LAFLAMME said that there
had been a sort of general survey
made. The whole Province of Quebec
seemed to be interested in this railway
at the time. There appeared to be no

difference of opinion on the point.
The Province of Quebec was anxiou8s
to see this road built, as it was in the
interests of the Province to secure it.
Its construction was insisted upon in
this relation. It was designed in
favour of the Province mentioned, and
it could not have been otherwise. He
would not refer to the 227 tons of rails
loaned or advanced by the Govern-
ment. The hon. gentleman said he
knew neither the quantity or quality
of the rails; and he (Mr. Masson) did
not accuse the Government of bad
faith, merely asserting that some
negligence had occurred ; and if
this was the case, it was the
fault of the engineers, who might
have neglected their duty and in-
structions. No doubt these rails
would be forthcoming; they would
be found ; security had been given for
their restoration; and, if more had
been taken away than was authorized,
the Government was entitled to take
possession of them wherever found.

Mr. DESJARDINS: Who will pay
for returning them ?

Mr. LAFLAMME: He who took
them.

Mr. DESJARDINS: Suppose he has
no money ?

Mr. LA.FLAMME said the hon. gen-
tleman was fond of recalling Sir
George Cartier to memory, for whom
he had the greatest respect. The hon.
gentleman constantly spoke of the
energy shown by Sir George Cartier,
and of the advantages he had secured
for Quebec, as in strong contrast to
what was done in these days; but the
hon. member should recollect that the
terminus of the Pacific Railway had
been virtually brought down to the
valley of the Ottawa by the Georgian
Bay Branch, and by the carrying
out of the system of railways
and the policy of the Government,
which declared that there should be a
branch built from Lake Nipissing
through to Ottawa. Assuredly, this
was an advantage which had been
secured for Quebec since the accession
of the present Government. There had
been no change in the policy of the
Government, and no abandonment of
the original idea with regard to the
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Georgian Bay Railway. A line selected
had merely been set aside momentarily.
The bon. gentleman had said that he
had stated during his late election that
if he did not obtain justice for Lower
Canada he would resign. This was
incorrect, as could easily be established
by numercus witnesses. le had said
that if he found that the interests of
Lower Canada were not fairly con-
sidered, or that if injustice was done
to the Province, he for one would not
remain in the Administration. This
was what be had stated, and indeed he
could not have said anything else, in
view of his position, having accepted
office. The bon. gentleman pretended
that he (Mr. Masson) represented the
large majority of the electors of Que-
bec, but, while the hon. gentleman
might represent the Conservative
Party in the Province, he did
net represent a member of the Lib-
beral Party in it. The hon. gentle-
man declared that the Liberals should
unite with the Conservatives in the
defence of the interests of Quebec, and
he would like to sce a corresponding
sentiment displayed by the Conserva-
tives when they saw the interests of
the Province at stake. The Conserva-
tives ought to sink their party feelings
and join as one man in the defence of
these interests. This the hon. gentle-
man had preached, but had never prac-
tised. The whole theme of the ho.
gentleman had been that these inter-
ests had been sacrificed in the aban-
donment of the Georgian Bay Branch.
This was the only accusation preferred
by the hon. gentleman for a space of
three or four years. The hon. gontle-
man had said that since the fHon. Mr.
Dorion was in power thero had been no
one to defend these interests in the
Cabinet.

Mr. MASSON: I did not say so.

Mr. LAFLAMME said the hon.
gentleman had always denounced and
abused the Hon. Mr. Dorion, rendering
his political life alinost insupportable,
and reprcsenting to be everything that
was anti-national and anti-religious.
But the hon. centleman was shown and
exposed as a traitor to his nationality
and an apostate to his religion. It was
the system which the Conservative
Party of Lower Canada had always fol-

Mr. LuÀAÂFI &.

lowed and were ready te follow again.
He understood the hon. gentleman to
say that the Liberals could not carry
any constituency in Lower Cianada.
The result of late elections showed the
contrary. He thought he had proved
that the bon. gentleman was wrong in
stating that the Liberais of Quebec had
been derelict in their duty in the House.
The only real question which the bon.
gentleman brought forward was that
concerning the Georgian Bay Branch,
and there could be no question that
instead of a retrograde movement
there had been an advance in the right
direction, which would secure more
substantial advantages to the Province
of Quebec than were likely to be
secured previous to the advent of the
present Administration.

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said ho would
take the responsibility upon himself
individually of stating that the scheme
of the late Administration in regard to
the Canadian Pacific Railway failed in
a large measure owing to the action of
the Liberal Party of the Province of
Quebec. ' It was not to be expected
that we would be able to carry out this
great national scheme independent of
outside aid; and, as it was one of the
conditions of the Confederation of the
Provinces that there should be
this road across the country, it
was the duty of every Canadian
to assist the great scheme of the
late Goverument for building this road.
He would venture to say-and this
matter could be discussed at the next
general election-that that project was
the best possible one under the circum-
stances. The day when the supporters
of the present Administration could
hurl the Pacifie scandal at the heads of
the Opposition had long gone by.
Whatever might be the merits or de-
merits of that scheme, certainly the
plan of the Government was nO
improvement on it. As to the
alleged insanity of the terms
with British Columbia, ho had
sufficient confidence in the people
of that Province to believe that had the
railroad been put under construction
there would not have been the same
discontent as existed now, even if it
had not been completed within the ten
years. When the late Government
went out of office, and the hon. the First
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Minister undertook to manage the
Governmental duties of this country,
in an address to the electors of Lamb-
ton he promised, among other things,
that the great water-stretches of the
country should be utilized, and first
and foremost in bis proposition was
the construction of a lino of railway
connecting the waters of the Ottawa
River with those of the Georgian Bay.
The people of Quebec believed that the
hon. gentleman actually intended to
carry out this project, and they invested
largely of their means in the con-
struction of a railway to connect the
tide-water with the probable eastern
terminus of this route. Although he
did not agree with the hon. member
for Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) in bis
opposition to the construction of the
Georgian Bay Branch, yet he agreed
with that hon. gentleman that there
was no necessity for the construction
of that branch at all, and that the
original scheme of making the eastern
terminus at the mouth of Mattawan
River should have been carried out.
In the scheme of the late Govern-
ment there was no favouritism
intended or proposed with respect
to the location of the eastern ter-
minus. The Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec had equal facilities for go-
ing to that point; and it was on the mo-
tion of the hon. the Minister of Justice,
then the member for Bruce, that it was
decided to go to the south-eastern shore
of Lake Nipissing instead of the north
shore. The party of which he was a
member were then obliged to take the
next best thing which offered, and they
accepted the declaration of the hon.
the First Minister in regard to the
water-streches as a bond ide statement.
But they found that the eastern
terminus was an indefinite point-fluc-
tuating between Renfrew and Pem-
broke. The people of Quebec had
invested their money to build a road to
connect with the Georgian Bay Branch,
but they now found that that branch
was a myth from its conception and
was a demonstrated myth to-day. The
Liberals of Lower Canada were now
supporting a Government which pro-
mised that this line should be built,
and so induced the people of Quebec to
imvest their money in the enterprise
referred to, but which had broken faith
in this respect. They had a right to

go to the members from the Province of
Quebec, whether Li beral or Conserva-
tive, and ask them to support a national
enterprise. But what were the lead-
ers of the Liberal Party of Quebec
doing to-day? They saw the bon. the
Postmaster-General go into the county
of Argenteuil and endeoavour to incite
a religious war. But there were
other instances of the saine kind.
The hon. the Minister of Justice
in a speech at Aurora endeavoured to
excite discord between the Provinces.
Because the Province of British
Columbia was a small one in its
representation, and did not have
a sufficient number of votes to make
itself felt, this should be no reason why
the moral obligations incurred with
respoct to it should not be carried out.
If British Columbia was a disaffected
Province, the Government was respon-
sible. Instead of trying to cement the
union, the hon. the Minister of Justice
taunted British Columbia with being
nothing but a sen of mountains. Last
Session, the First Minister was appealed
to as to the location of the eastern
terminus of the Pacific Railway, but he
would not, or could not, inform the
Flouse where it was to be. Thore had
been a bogus survey, and a contract
had been let for tho terminus at Kam-
inistiquia; but all the time before that
had been wasted. He, and some ion.
gentlemen from the same locality, sup-
ported the Governîment in its Georgian
Bay project to a fair and independent
extent, they believing that it wAs to
the general interest of the country,
but more particularly to the interestof
their locality and the Ottawa Valley.
He supported the project itself, but he
did complain of the manner in which
it had been managed and the money
had been expended.

Mr. SMITII (Selkirk) said he fancied
it would require stronger arguments
and more cogent reasons than had
been given by the hon. member for
Terrebonne, to convince the large
majority in the flouse that the Gov-
ernment were altogether wrong, and
the Opposition altogether right, in this
matter. A great deal of stress had
been laid upon the fact that the project
of the late Government had fallen
through, owing, it was alleged, to the
representations of the then Opposition.
He was sure the right hon. member for
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Kingston and the hon. member for
Cumberland did not entertain that
view. It was really impossible that
gentlemen belonging to the Opposition
could have this influence. He himself
had never had any confidence in the
project. Before Sir Hugh Allan went
to England, commissioners had been
in London, and had ascertained that it
was impossible for the scheme to suc-
ceed, as far as raising the money to
build the road was concerned, if the
company was to be a private company,
unless a guarantee was given by the
Government. He did not know that
Sir Hugh Allan was the most fitting
p erson to undertake such a mission.

his would be generally admitted by
aIl who knew that gentleman. But,
apart from that, it was impossible to
make the scheme a success. English
capitalists had already spent a large
amount of money in Canadian enter-
prises without any returns, as, for
instance, on the Grand Trunk and
Great Western Railways, and they
naturally fought shy of the Pacifie
Railway unless it was made a
Government measure, whioh it was
not, but was only supported by the
Government to a limited extent. A
great deal had been said respecting
the Fort Frances Locks, and much
blame was thrown upon the Govern-
ment for undertaking that enterprise.
At the time the work was undertaken,
the intention was that the railway
should touch at Sturgeon's Falls, and
this would gire an uninterrupted
stretch of 178 miles or upwards to the
next point on the railway, at Rat
Portage. There was a very consider-
able portion of that extended country
fit for cultivation, and it abounded in
timber, which was much required in
Manitoba. He thought, however,
that the road should be farther north,
but it would be unwise to throw away
what had been. done without utilizing
it for the benefit of the country. The
hon. member for Terrebonne had
strongly and earnestly spoken of the
treatment meted out to the right hon.
member for Kingston. He appeared
to have forgotten that the provocation
had been first given on the side of the
Opposition. The hon. member for
Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) had on a
previous evening spoken of the connec-
tion of the hon. member for Selkirk

Mr. SMTTn.

with the Red River Transportation
Company which had received a con-
tract from the Government. It was,
however, said that the hon. member
for Cumberland was connected with
certain works at S pring Hill and else-
where. If that on. member had
spoken to him personally on the sub-
ject, he would have learned that he
(Mr. Smith) never possessed a share
in that Transportation Company; that
he had never received from the Gov-
ernment a single sixpence from the
time he entered Parliament, except
what he received in common with all
hon. members as an indemnity from
the country, and which, as he had
stated on a former occasion, he was
quite as weilling to forego as the hon.
member for Cumberland. He there-
fore gave the assertion the most un-
qualified contradiction, and declared
that he had no interest whatever in
that company and had never received
any money or benefit from it. Per-
haps the hon. member for Lisgar (Mr.
Schultz) might say that if he did not
individually he might have done so
as , connected with the Hudson
Bay Company. That statement would
not be correct. He had not received
any benefit from the Hudson Bay Com-
pany, and had had no share or interest
in that company directly since 1870.
lis emoluments from the company
were purely such as any hon.
member or Minister might receive.
When he went into the Far West to
serve the interests of the country, al-
though certain expenses were incurred,
he wish ed to be so free ani independent
of the Government, and > any party,
that he declined to rect i e anythinlg
whatever from the Gover'. aent for any
services he might have rendered. The
Government had subsequently acknow-
ledged that what he had done had
been in every respect satisfactory. lie
would not have made those explana-
tions had not the point been raised,but
he desired the House to know that he
had never received one sixpence from
any member of the Government for
any services whatever.

Mr. DYMOND moved the adjour'n-
ment of the debate.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned at

Twenty minutes before
One o'cloc.k-
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, 24th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

NORTHERN RAILWAY BILL.

[BILL No. 62.]

(Mr. -Macdonald, Toronto.)

THIRD READING.

Mr. MACDONALD (Centre Tor-
onto) said that, with the assent of the
louse, ho would move the consider-
ation of the amendments made in Com-
mittee to the Northern Railway Bill.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this Bill
would have been passed some time ago
had not the Government refused the
assent of the Crown until certain pecu-
niary arrangements were ascertained
and agreed upon. Very large interests
devolved upon the passage of the Bill
this Session, and there was no time to
lose.

Mr. BOWELL asked if lie was to
understand that the resolution placed
on the Votes and Proceedings by the
Finance Minister was the result of
negotiations made with the company.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that this
was not precisely the case. The posi-
tion of affairs was this : The Govern-
ment had two claims on the company
for £100,000 sterling, and interest; and
they proposed tainsert in the Act a
clause which would declare that noth-
ing in the Act should affect the right
or priority of the Government claims,
except so far as the terms and con-
ditions that might be prescribed by the
Act passed during this Session were
concerned. This proposftion would be
similar to one that had been introduced
with regard to the Government lien.
The resolution on which the Bill would
be based would be introduced to-
Inorrow.

Mr. LITTLE said he had a right to,and would, object to the present con-
sideration of the Bill. It affected his
constituency, and he wished to consider
it nmore minutely.

Mir. CARTWRIGHT said it had been
agreed that the Bill should be taken up

to-day, the want of confidence motion
having taken up Monday, the private
members' day.

Mr. TUPPER said they were all
anxious to bring the Session to a close
as soon as possible; and lie hoped the
hon. member for Simcoe (Mr. Little)
would withdraw his objection, under
the circumstances.

Mr. SPEAKER said he was under
the impression that, when the Orders of
the Day were moved, this being a Gov-
ernment day, it would be open to the
Government to permit this Bill to be
taken up.

Mr. HOLTON said ho thought that
the hon. member for Simcoe was, per-
haps, right in his point of order. When
theGovernment Orders were exhausted,
however, they could pass on to Private
Bills or anything else on the Orders. It
would be manifestly more convenient
to deal with it thon, than late at night,
after the debate on the motion of want
of confidence was disposed of.

Mr. BLANCHET said he thought
that to take this course would establish a
dangerous precedent, as, unexpectedly,
Bills might be taken up in the absence
of members interested in them.

Mr. SPEAKER: In May it is laid
down that, when the Orders of the
Day are reached, it is open to the
Ilouse to take any Order in precedence
of all other Orders.

Mr. BLANCHET: Except Private
Bills.

Mr. LITTLE withd rew his objection,

Amendments read the second time and
agreed to.

Mr. MACDONALD (Centre Toron-
to) moved that the Bill Le read the third
time.

Mr CARTWRIGHT moved in
amendment:

" That the Bill he recommitted, with in-
structions to the Committee that they have
power to insert the following clause:-

"Nothing in this Act contained shall in
any wise atet the rank or priority of any
claims now held by the Government of Can-
ada against the said Northern Railwav Com-
pany of Canada, except in so far and upon
such1 terms and conditions as may he pres-
cribed by any Act passed during this Ses-
sion, which shall also declare the sum to lu
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paid by the Co'npany in satisfaction of cer-
tain sums due to the Government of Canada
prior to the issue of the bonds mentioned in

ection 1 and 5 of this Act."
Motion in amendment agreed to.
flouse resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole.

(In the Committee.)

Bill anended according to instructions,
and ordered to be reported.

House resumed.
Bill reported, and amendment read

the frst and second tines and agreed to.
Question put on the third reading.

Mr. OLIVER moved inamendinent:
" That the Bill be re-committed to a Com-

mittee of the Whole, with instructions to the
Committee that they have power of adding
thereto the folowing :-

"Notwithstanding anything in this Act, or
in The Northern Railway Company Act of
1875, contained the paragraph of the Order
in Council, made on the 12th day of May,
1859, recited and confirmed by the Act of the
Legislature of the late Province of Canada,
passed in the 23rd year of Her Majesty's
Reign, and chaptered 105, which paragraph
providos as follows:-

" The Governor and Council reserve the
complete control and direction of the station
and other ground in the City of Toronto occu-
pied by the said Company, as well as of the
alignment and disposition of the track of the
said Railway leading into and within the said
City, with a view of completing such arrange-
ments as may be deemed exnedient by the
Govern ment for affect.ing proper connections
with the other Provincial Railways in the
sa'd City."

He said there was a scheme in the
west to have a complete railway com-
munication in connection with the
North Shore Railway, from the city
of Quebec to the Western States, and
in view of that scheme the Credit
Valley Railway was being promoted.
As far as he could learn from letters
and telegrams received from, Toronto,
it was impossible for that railway to
get into the city without a part of this
property occupied by the Northern
Railway. This land was reserved in
1S60 for the purpose of promoting
other railways coming into the city,
but, by some ingenious Act passed in
1875. in place of reserving that power
to the Governor in Council, it was
revested in the Company. It was of
vital importance, not only to their
section of the country, but to the whole

Mr. CGATWRIT.

section from this city to Toronto, that
as cheap an entrance to the city should
be had for those railways as possible,
and, in order to promote that end, he
moved the amendment.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
member for North Oxford (M.r. Oliver)
called attention to this matter some
time ago, and technically the hon.
gentleman was right as to the question
of occupying the lands in question.
These lands were a part of the Ordnance
Reserve which was assigned to the
Railway Company, which, in other
words, was permitted to occupy the
water front of the reserve; and this
water front they had utilised by filling
it up and making their yard upon the
main ground of the lake shore. At
the time they were permitted to do
this, there was a reserve made between
the main ground and the high bank for
the passage of other railways into the
city. That passage he had examined
since the question was discussed by
the hon. member in the Railway Coin-
mittee, and he found that there was a
space left for four tracks going into
the city. One was occupied by the
Great Western and the other by the
Grand Trunk. The Credit Valley Co.
had, therefore, with the permission of
the Dominion Government, which per-
mission could be given in the usual
way, a right to the occupancy of this
track into the city. He did not think
it would be reasonable to expect that
the company should be allowed to pass
through the yard of the Northern Rail-
way Company, which was made at
their own expense. Even if they were
permitted to pass through, the privi-
loge would be of little use to them, be-
cause they would not have space to
turn into the wood ; but by keeping
on the track which had been reserved
for other railways, they would have
an eutrance in a better position
every way for the traffic of the
road. He would, therefore, ask his
hon. friend either to let his motion be
lost on a division, if he desired it te go
on the Journals, or else to withdraw it
if he was satisfied with the explanation
made. It was important they should
not encumber the Bi!l of the CompanY
with anything that might appear in
England to be an encumbrance. The
company had to raise money under
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the Act, to comply with the demands
the flouse made two years ago, and
for other purposes, and everything of
this kind added to the Bill would have
a tendency to confuse those who might
look at it for the purpose of making
investments.

Mr. YOUNG said this was a matter
of great importance, not only to the
city of Toronto but to otber parts of
Ontario. His first impression was that
it was absolutely necessary for the
promotion of the Credit Valley Com-
pany th at this clause should be restored
to the Bill; but the statement of the
hon. the First Minister seemed to
take away the difficulty. He would
like to know how far, under the law as
it existed, the company would be able
to penetrate into the city.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he forgot
the precise point, but it would be just
as far as the reserve went, which, he
thought, was to Brock-street. They
could not,of course,go on the Esplanade,
which was owned by private parties.
There was power under the General
Railway Act for the Railway Com-
mittee of the Privy Council to make
the arrangements that were necessary
for a new railway crossing the com-
panies' tracks. Therefore, there could
be no possible difficulty, as far as the
reserve was concerned, and beyond
that they had no jurisdiction.

Mr. OLIVER asked if the Credit
Rlailway Company would be dealt with
i regard to the right of way on the
sane condition as other railways were
dealt with.

Mr. MACKENZIE said,of course ; he
did not know what the conditions were
in the other cases, as he had not looked
at them; but it would be apparent to
every one that public policy required
that all railways should be dealt with
onl common grounds when they oc-
cupied precisely the same position.

Mr. COOK said it was unfortunate
that something could not be done to
Miake the railways terminate at one
station, as great inconvenience was
caused to travellers by the stations
being apart. He would suggest that
if anything could be done to promote
the Credit Railway Company in this
respect it should be attended to.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they could
not suggest a terminus for any com-
pany; that was purely a private
matter.

Mr. ROBINSON said he thought the
hon. member for North Oxford was mis-
taken in thinking that the Act of 1875,
passed in the interest of the Northern
Railway Company, preeluded the
Credit Valley Company, or any otber
company, from any privilege that they
might have had previous to the passage
of that Act. All such rights were re-
served bv the 4th clause of that Act.
In fact the Credit Valley Company,
under the law as it stood, could not be
precluded from having that which the
hon. member's amendnent would give
it.

Mr. OLIVER said with the promise
just made by the hon. the First Minister,
he had no hesitation in asking leave to
withdraw the amendment.

Amendment, with leave c* the
flouse, withdrawn.

Bill read the third tine and passed.

THE CAMPBELL DIVORCE BILL.

MOTION TO PLACE ON THE ORDERS.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) moved
that the Bill from the Senate, entitled
an Act for the Relief of Robert Camp-
bell, be placed on the Orders of the Day
for the second reading.

Mr. YOUNG said this was rather an
extraordinary motion to make. lie
was not sufficiently well acquainted
with the facts to say positively, but he
had seen it stated that this matter was
up before one of the Standing Com-
mitteos of this flouse, a Committee
presided over by the hon. member for
South Wentworth (Mr. Rymal) who
gave a great deal of attention to
matters before that Committee. Unless
a very strong case could be made out,
the House was bound to support the
decision of the Committee.

Mr. GIBBS said he had only to call
the attention of the House to the fact
that a great injustice had been done in
the premises, to secure a favourable
consideration at the hands of the
House. During the Session of 1876
three petitions were presented, one to
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each branch of the Legislature, under
the title quoted in bis motion.
The Committee upon Standing Orders
in 1P76 reported upon the sufficiency
of that petition, and the Bill was intro-
duced into the Senate during that Ses-
sion. Some progress was made, and it
was agreed that it should be taken up
during the following Session at
the precise point which the Bill
had reached. The notice was deemed
sufficient by the Senate to proceed with
the Bill. It did fnot require that
another petition should be presented
this Session. The Bill passed through
its three several readings and
was sent down to this House
on the evening of Friday last,
wben he moved that it should
have its first reading. It was referred
to the Committee on Standing Orders.
That Committee held that there had
not been sufficient notice. He thought
there had been, and that under the
circumstances the matter should be
placed on the Order paper, and then
the constitutional question might come
up for discussion.

Mr. CAUCHON said, if the rules
were to be violated, it was better to
have no rules at all. The petition
last year was from Robert Campbell
for a divorce from his wife, but the
present Bill was one for alimony
against the husband. They were two
separate matters, and both demanded
notice.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (East Elgin)
said such an important matter should
not be dealt with hastily. Looking at
the Bill cursorily, he did not think the
House had jurisdiction to deal with it.
It was purely one of civil rights.

Mr. FORBES pointed out that the
Bill under discussion was entirely of a
different character fiom that for which
notice had been given. The law was that
notice should be given in the Gazette,
and two local papers for at least six
months before the meeting of Parlia-
ment. No such notice had been given,
for the Bill must be regarded as totally
distinct from that regarding the
divorce.

Mr. RYMAL said he had the mis-
fortune to be the Chairman of the

Mr. GIM.

Divorce Bill.

Standing Orders Committee. Last
year Robert Campbell petitioned
for a divorce from bis wife on the
ground of adultery. By some mys-
terious means the counsel for Mrs.
Campbell had secured the passage
through the Senate of a Bill for ali-
mony in favour of the wife and child.
In order that the bouse might under-
stand the proceedings in the Senate he
would read a protest signed by nine-
teen hon. members of that body, setting
forth the manner in which the Bill had
been brought before them, and giving
their opinion of the way in which it
was managed. The protest was as
follows :-

e First-Because the Bill was not presented
by notice and petition, as required by the
rules of the House, from Eliza Maria
Campbell, in whose behalf the Bill was
ultimately passed.

"Second-Because the Bill, as passed,
reverses every provision in the original Bill
and grants a separation from bed and board
at the instance of the wife ; whereas that
Bil] sought for a divorce a vinculo, at the
instance of the husband.

" Third-Because the provision of the
British North America Act conferring upon
Parliament the power to deal with questions
of marriage and divorce does not include the
power to deal with questions of simple
separation from bed and board.

" Fourth-Because questions of alimony
and questions regarding the custo ly of
children dealt with in this Bill in this in-
stance can be heard and disposed of in each
of the Provinces of the Dominion, by the
ordinary tribunals of the country.

" Fifth-Because the question of alimony
in this case has already been decided by a
Court of competent jurisdiction in the
Province where the parties reside, and that
such a decision should not be overruled by
an Act of Parliament.

'Sixth-Because the said Bill deals with
matters which, under the British Northi
America Act, 1867, cone under the exclusive
jurisdiction of the Provincial Legislatures.

Seventh-Because, even admitting the
competency of this Parlianent to deai with
the matters affected by this Bill, the
proceedings have been unusual and contrary
to rules and precedent in their character, in
this that no Bill was referred to Conmittee
of the Who!e, but simply the report of a Select
Committee of last Session, which did net
even recommend the Bil now passed to the
House, but simply appended to their report
the suggestion of counsel of certain prOpOsed
clauses; and in this, that the Bill passed was
never submitted for a first or second reading,
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and, in fact, Las had no such readings, and,
therefore, was not in a position to be read a
third time.

A. CAMPBELL,
"R. READ,

E CmnNic,
"J. O. BUREAU,
"C. A. P. PELLETIER,
'ALEX. MACFARLANE,
'Jos. H. BELLEROSE,
"J. F. ARMAND,
"E». GOFF PENNY,
"T. X. A. TRUDEL,

'.W. Scorr,
"J. C. CHAPAIS,
"T. RYAN,
"J. B. GUEVREMONT,

L. G. POWER,
C. H. POZER,
A. VIDAL,

"IH. A. N. KAULBC1,
'L. DUMOUCHEL."

There never was any petition pre-
sented by Mrs. Campbell for a Bill
granting alimony at the hands of her
husband, and she could not avail her-
self of the petition of her husband for
this purpose. Mr. Todd, the best
authority in Canada, took this view.
He had no desire to do an injustice to
any party, but he had endeavoured to
sustain the rules and orders of the
House, and, if the House should see fit
to ignore the rules and precedents
which should guide it, let it not be
said that the Standing Orders Com-
mittee Lad failed to do their duty,
let it not be said by hon. gentlemen
opposite that, in doing their duty, they
had endeavoured to do a gross injustice
to a suffering wornan. The law was
open to her; let her apply to the
Courts if she had been wronged, and, if
she obtained no relief, let ber present a
petition and bring a Bill before the
House in a proper and regular manner.

Mr. SPEAKER said the motion was
virtually a motion to override the de-
Cision of the Standing Orders Com-
mittee, and also to suspend the oper-
ation of the order under which they
professed to have acted. Of course, if
the resolution were adopted, it would
set aside the report of the Standing
Orders Committee and, impliedly, the
Orders of the House.

Mr. MACKENZIE asked if such a
proceeding would be in order without
lotice, for it would require the sus-

Pension of the rules.

Mr. SPEAKER said it would be
setting the rules at naught rather than
suspending them.

Mr. BLAIN said there was no
intention on the part of hon. members
to criticize too strongly the action of
the Committee, which was not the
point before the House. The question
was whether the House should con-
sider the motion submitted by the hon.
member for South Ontario (Mr. Gibbs).
Now, he (Mr. Blain) contended that,
when hon. members examined the
reasons why the House had Standing
Orders and adopted rules, they would
find that they did not apply to the
present case. The object for which
it was provided that notices should be
published was that parties who
might be interested in opposing pro-
posed legislation might have the oppor-
tunity of appearing before the House,
in order to protect their rights. In
this case, that reason for the rule did
not apply. The gentleman specially
interested in opposing the Bill had
been before the Senate during the
whole time the proceedings had been
going on, and, both last Session and
this Session, he had been supporting
his own case, and opposing the case now
presented by the wife. When both the
parties interested in the legislation
proposed had been before Parliament,
it would be a waste of tire and money
to compel the wife to give notice.
Under those circumstances, the flouse
might fairly have followed the course
it pursued the other day, when the
hon. member for Haldimand (Mr.
Thompson) was permitted to introduce
a Bill, though every rule of the Bouse
had to be violated. He was not speak
ing of the merits of the case, but, as
there was no reason why the Standing
Orders should be strictly adhered to in
the present case, he thought the House
should adopt the motion of the hon.
member for South Ontario, and con-
aider the case on its merits.

Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew)
said the only question that could be
brought before the House without
notice was a question of privilege ; but
such was not the present proceeding.

Mr. SPEAKER said the rule did not
apply to Bills after they had been in-
troduced.
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Mr. CAMERON said he had second-
ed the motion because, after consider-
ing the matter, he had come to the
conclusion that it was right it should
be passed. The House should not dis-
pose of it on a technicality, and the
reasons given by the hon. member for
West York (Mr. Blain) were sufficient
to show that it would be so disposed
of if the Bill were thrown out. The
whole reason for the rule regarding
notice was that the parties concerned
sbould be made aware of the legisla-
tion proposed. There were only two
parties interested in the present legis-
lation-Mi. and Mrs. Campbell. Mr.
Campbell himself gave notice of a
particular BiI, and the Bill remained
ihe sane Bill, though its contents had
been altered.

Mr. MACKENZIE: No.

Mr. CAMERON said the Bill re-
mained the same Bill, as the title
remained, and the proceedings were, in
fact, continued. Surely, when both
the parties were before the House,
when they had both been before the
other Iouse, where the matter was
fully discussed, and when the Bill
came down from the other branch of
the Legislature, it should not be reject-
ed on a technicality. He pronounced
no opinion on the principle involved
in the proceeding, which was one of
great importance and should be dis-
cussed. The Bill was the same as that
for which notice had been given last
Session. The Senate had altered its
terms, but it was not for the House at
that preliminary stage to consider
whether the alterations made by the
Senate were proper or improper. The
proceedings had been kept alive, and
the Bill which was introduced last
Session was now sent down
to the House by the Upper
Chamber, and as both parties
were at hand, they should be heard
upon it. The question had been fought
out with great bitterness in the
other Houseand,as so much money had
been expended, the House should dis-
pose of it on its merits, and, when the
Bill came before them, the question
could be discussed as to whether Par-
liament possessed the power the Bill
sought to confer on it, and whether it
could exercise that power.

Mr. SPI&mL.

Mr. SPEAKER asked that the ques-
tion should he allowed to remain over
until to-morrow, in order that he might
have a fuller opportunity to coisult
Parl iamentary law on the points raised.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario), consent-
ed.

Motion postponed.

THE SEAT FOR RESTIGOUCHE.

MOTION TO TAKE EVIDENCE ON OATI.

Mr. IRV ING moved:
" That it is desirable that any witness to

be examined by the Select Standing
Comnittee on Privileges and Elections, to
whoni it bas been referred to enquire into,
and report upon the allegations of Mr.
George William Ross, a Merber of this
House, made in bis place, on the 23rd
instant, that George Moffat, a Member of
this House for the Electoral District of the
County of Restigouche, had entered into a
certain contract or contracts, or agreement
or agreenents with the Department of
Public Works, and for the service there-
under. public moneys of Canada were paid to
himi, and to report whether the said George
Moffat bas vacated hi3 seat, should be
examined on oath."

Motion agreed to.

INSPECTION OF PETROLEUM
BILL.-[BILL No. 112.]

(Mr. Laflamme.)

THIRD READING.

Amendments made in Committee of
the Whole read the second time and
agreed to.

Bill read the third time and passed.

ORDNANCE AND ADMIRALTY
LANDS BILL.-[BILL No. 111.]

(-Mr. Mills.)

THIRD READING.

House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole to consider Bill (No. 111)
Respecting Ordnance and Admiralty
Lands in the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec.

(In the Committee.)

In reply to Sir JOHN A. MACDONA-LD,

Mr. MILLS said he had no objection
to insert a provision in the Bill pro-
viding that lands should be sold by
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auction. There were, however, cases
in which such mode of sale could not
be adopted. For example, an island in
.Shelburne Harbour, an acre in extent,
was leased to a shipbuilder for thirty
shillings per annum. He had estab-
lished extensive shipbuilding works
thore, worth from $8,000 to $10,000.
In such a case, he did not perceive how
they could sell the property by auction
when the improvements were worth
ten times the value of the land. The
proper course to adopt under such cir-
tumstances was to appoint competent
persons to ascertain the actual value
of the property, and deal with them in
the same way as settlers and squatters
on public lands were dealt with. In
fact, it was decided that they should
deal with these persons as settlers or
squatters on public lands. The Chief
Clerk of the Ordnance Department
had assured him -he had not had time
to look into the matter-that they
were under obligations to the Imperial
Goverument to respect these parties'
rights, and give them the opportunity
of becoming first purchasers. Under
these circumstances, he could not well
see how they could insert a clause in
the Bill applying universally the
principle of sale by auction. He
thought that this rule should
be generally adopted, but, in con-
sequence of the. obligations inci-
dentally connected with the possession
of the property, he did not think that
it could be universally followed. There
must be exceptions. He believed that
it would be more convenient and better
lot to undertake to make any such
provision, save as to reporting each
year the amount realized on the value
of such property and the amount rea-
lized on the sales by public action.
The public interests would thus be
protected. If any amendment could
be suggested preventing the difficulties
ho had mentioned, ho would have no
objection to it, but ho thought that the
Bill, as it stood, would be more con-
venient and more easy to administer
while it would be quite as safe as the
Other plan proposed.

Mr. MITCHELL said lie could not
porceive any practical difficulty in the
objections of the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Miille). As to the island valued at
from $300 to $600, and on which im-

l1

provements had been made, the rights
of the occupant would be protected
under the proposition of the right hon.
member from Kingston. A valuation
of the improvements could be made,
and the property could be sold by
public auction, subject to the improve-
monts and the valuation. The object
of sale by public auction was, he
took it, to prevent corruption or the
suspicion of it. This had been the
policy of the late and prosent Admin-
istration ; and should be adopted in all
these transactions, to prevent disputes
in Parliament, and before Committees,
embarrassing public men and individual
members of Cabinets, laying them
open to charges of all kinds, which in
the majority of cases would have no
foundation whatever. Room should
not be left in this relation for suspicion
of partiality or favouritism.

Mr. MILLS: I will put a case to the
hon. gentleman. He knows that there
are hundreds of tenants in this city on
Ordnance property. Would he say
that these tenants should be required
to compete by public auction with
others for the continued possession of
such property ?

Mr. MITCHELL said ho was not
prepared to say it would not be right,
under such circumstances, to act so,
the previous valuation of improve-
monts being added to the cost of the
land. If a party made improvements
on public property, either under a
lease or squatter's right, and the G-ov-
ernment dosired to sell it, let them
value the improvements and sell the
property suject to such inprove-
monts ; and, if the party in question
was not the purchaser, let him be
paid for the value of these improve-
monts. There was no difficulty in
thus settling the question. It was not
desirable that opportunity should be
afforded for bringing charges of favour-
itism or partiality.

Mr. MILLS said there were instances
of leases being given for an indefinite
period of time, to continue until the
Imperial Government wished to re-
sume possession for actual military
occupation. The holders of these
leases would be perfectly willing to
buy at a valuation, but they were not
willing to abandon leases and have
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simply a chance of bidding against
others. In one case tbey received
thirty shillings a year rental,
and the property was worth, he dared
say, $600. Selling by auction was
the easiest way and the least responsi-
ble for Ministers; but he did not think
that it would be the fairest way in sone
instances. He did not desire to sell
otherwise than by auction, save in the
two cases mentioned : when property
was not of sufficient value to render it
worth while to advertise, and where
certain rights arose from occupation
and the making of extensive improve-
ments which might be of very great
value to occupants, though of much
less value to any other persons. They
ought to keep faith with the Imperial
Government as to the terms on which
possession was taken of this property;
but they ought not to do injustice to
parties who-had been possessed of pro-
perties for forty or fifty years, com-
pelling them to pay something more
than the actual value for property
which rightfully belonged to them.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sail
that the hon. gentleman agreed with
the general principle that such pro-
perty should be sold by auction. This
was advisable on every ground. In the
first place, because it relieved the Gov-
ernment from all responsibility; and,
in the next place, because it relieved
tbe Colonial Government from any re-
sponsibility with regard to the Impe-
rial Government. The Colonial Gov-
ernment was under a distinct pledge
to the Imperial Government to sell
Ordnance lands at the highest price;
and whether the property brought at
auction £5 or £500, this was an
answer both to Parliament here and to
the Imperial Government, reasonable
notice having been given of such
intention.

Mr. MILLS: You did not do so with
regard to the land in the City of Ottawa.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
sometimes they had sold by auction
and sometimes they had not doue so;
but the principle on which they were
governed in putting Ordnance property
on the market was to sell it at the
highest price. Then they had the
public domain of the old Province of
Canada on their hands as well as the

Mr. MILts.

Ordnance property, and, with respect
to the former, the Government had had
considerable latitude under which par-
ties might be favoured under particu-
lar circumstances as a mal ter of general
policy. It would be infinitely better
on every account that for the future
these lainds should be offered to public
competition by auction ; and if this was
the general principle, he did not see
how one or two isolated cases should
interfere at all with the general pqlicy.
As to the island, the answer was-do
not sell it at all. And, if a person held
a long lease, there was no necessity for
selling the property at all. The Gov-
ernment might be supposed to be per-
petually in existence. The British
Government now held leases running
from the time of Henry the Eighth and
Queen Elizabeth. The nation was
going to last for ever, and the property
was always increasing in value. The
hon. gentleman wished to sell a pro-
perty on which $1 was paid a year for
the sake of obtaining $600, and for
such a purpose he would interfere
with the general principle which the
hon. gentleman himself admitted was
correct, but there was no need to sell
these properties.

Mr. M[LLS: I only gave that as an
illustration. I do not know how many
such cases exist, but I know that there
are a great many of them.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did not think that there were a
great many such cases. He did not
think that the hon. gentleman was so
well informed as himself on this point.
He did not believe that many long-
term leases existed, but, if this was the
case, they should be allowed to lapse.
They should deprive no man of his
rights, and commit no breach of faith
with the Imperial Government. Pro-
perties of small value could be adver-
tised together at a slight expense.
There was no necessity for getting rid
of these properties. The Ordnance
Department was not pressed by credit-
ors and compelled to sell these proper-
ties at a sacrifice. He hoped that the
hon. gentleman would insert in the Bill
a clause stating that these properties
should be offered at public auction, and
they might depend upon it that the,
hon. gentleman would find it to hi&
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comfort and satisfaction, and that of
the Governrnerit of the country, to do
s0.

Mr. MILLS said he had no objection
to the insertion of such a clause so long
as it did not interfere with any of their
obligations.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there were
cases in whieh the Provincial Govern-
ment desired to obtain possession of
public lapds for public purposes. The
Governnent of Quebec, for instance,
wished to secure certain lands, and
this was not only of importance to
that Government, but it actually
also added a great deal to the
value of their own property
across the Seigniory Road. It was only
right to sell in such cases at a valuation.
Other land had been sold at Kingston
for the purposes of a Normal School,
and it would be very hard if these lands
could not be sold to the Provincial
Governments at a reasonable valuation,
especially as these Governments often
transferred lands required by this Gov-
ernment at no cost whatever. If any-
thing was added, they should make
thatexception also.

Mr. BLANCHET said he did not
suppose that, in the case of a municipal
corporation requiring land for public
purposes, they would be subject to
public competition.

Mr. MACKENZIE said municipal
corporations would stand in the same
position as individuals.

Mr. BLANCHET: How did the cor-
poration of the City of Quebec obtain
their land?

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think we
agreed to lease certain portions to the
corporation of Quebec.

Mr. BLANCHET: I presume the
same thing could be done in the case
of other corporations.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Logan
Farm was leased to the city of Montreal
for a term of years with certain pro-
visions, and St. Helen's Island, which.
they did not intend to sell, was leased
at pleasure to the corporation for park
purposes.

111k

Mr. LANGEVIN said he called
attention the other day to the necessity
of' introducing an amendine:'t to the
Bill, to the effect that Parliamentary
sanction should be obtained before the
lands were disposed. This was impor-
tant, in view o; the fact that the lands
were not classified, and ho understood
the bon. the Minister of Justice was
favourable to the insertion of sucli a
clause. Did the hon. the Minister of
the Interior intend to subnit such an
amendment ?

Mr. MILLS said he did not think it
advisable to propose an aimendment of
that kind. There were certain proper-
ties which it would be highly inproper
for the Government to dispose of; but
it was equally obvious that there were
many other lands, which were transfer-
red by thisBi!l from the Minister of War
to the Crown, that they should have
the power to sell at the most favourable
opportunity, which might occur before
Parliament met again. At this mo-
ment there were no means of classify-
ing the lands, but the bon. metber
for Charlevoix (Mr. Langevin) knew
right well on what principle they
would be classified. Any lands neces-
sary for military purposes would be
retained, and the lion. gentleman
should trust to the common sense and
good faith of the Governnient in refer-
ence to this matter, for they would not
sell any property that night be noces-
sary tor the defence of the country.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Defence Commission and, subse-
quently, in 1865, Col. Jarvis made
confidential reports to the Government
in regard to the lands necessary for
fortification; and the bon. gentlemen
(Mr. Mills) might obtain information
to assist him in the classification from
those reports.

Mr. MACKENZIE said Col. Jarvis's
last report pointed out property re-
quired for defensive purposes which
did not belong to the Government.

Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-
ported.

House resumed.
Bill reported.
Amendments read the first and second

times and agreed to.
Bill read the third time aud passed.
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INDIAN ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 120.]

(-Mr. MUlls.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. MILLS said he proposed to sub-
stitute a new clause for the 16th clause
-of the Indian Act of 1876. That
c1ause provided for the punishment of
trespassers on Indian lands, but it did
not provide for the way in which it
was to be done-it did not authorize
the taking of the offender before ary
conpetent authority. He purposed to
repeal this section and to substitute
one in its place, the same as the other,
exeept that it provided for the offender
to be taken before a Stipendiary Magis-
trate, a Police Magistrate, or a Justice
for bis trial. Hfe proposed to amend
the 17th section by extending several
provisions, He also purposed to
amend the 69th section, relatingto the
purchase of Government presents from
Indians. It was found that agricultur-
a] impleinents, waggons, horses, &c.,
given to Indians, were sold, and, as the
persons buying often went some dis-
tance away, the Indians could not
reclain the property. The amended
section, therefore, would provide that
the Superintendent-General or his
deputies would bave power to take
possession of the property so illegally
bought from the Indians, and to hold
itas Government property. He had
also added several suggestions of the
agent in British Columbia, which
would render less expensive some of
the arrangements of the Department.

Mr. H1OLTON said he regretted
very much that his hon. friend had not
tound it convenient to introduce
the Bill at an earlier stage of the Ses-
sion. He did not know that he would
opose the Bill, but there lad not been
time to examine into it, although it
might have a very important bearing
upon counties adjacent to Indian Re-
serves, such as bis own county.

Sir JORN· A. MACDONALD on-
quired why the Bill had not been in
troduced before.

Mr. MILLS said ho could not do so.
There was nothing new in the Bill, ex-
cept in the way ho had indicated.

Mr. MAcKENZ[E.

Mr. HOLTON suggested that the
hon. member for Charlevoix, who was
familiar with Indian affairs, should ex-
press his opinion.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he must say
that ho had had very little time to
look over the Bill. lie had, however,
read it over twice. lis experience
of the Indian Department was that
a great deal of forbearance was re-
quired, both on the part of the officers
and of private individuals. * If the
law was made very strict, it would
cause bitterness. There was much
difficulty in deciding who actually
were Indians, as the races were getting
mixed. He thought too much power
was given to the deputies of the
Superintenden t-General.

Mr. MILLS: That power is in the
present Bill. I have not increased
that.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he had objected
to some of the clauses of the Bill before.
The present amend ments were intended
to make its provisions more stringent.
On the other hand, he admitted, with
the bon. member for Chateauguay (Mr.
Holton), that it was very late in the
season to amend that law. Last Ses-
sion they had understood that it was so
amended, and that two or three years
would elapse before they would have
to amend it again. These were very
important amendments, and they did
not affect only the Indians, but the
white men.

Mr. HOLTON: Hear, hear.

Mr. LANGEVIN said that anyone
might violate this law by going on
land without knowing that it was
Indian land. He did not think the
Bill should pass in its present form,
and he suggested that it would be
better to aUlow it to stand over until
next Session.

Mr. MILLS said the only change
made was that the Government took
the neans of enforcing the law. Every
word and syllable of the provisions to
which the hon. gentleman had taken
exception was in the Billlast year, and
in the Acts of former years, the Acts
from which the Act of last Session
was consolidated; and the provisions
ofthis Act with regard to penalties

(COMMONS.] Amendment Bill.



Accounts Bill. 1765

for trespass were not different, were
not more severe, were not indeed so
severe, as the original penalties for
trespass, which might be enforced by
one white man against another. It,
therefore, seemed to him very extra-
ordinary that the hon. gentleman
should have attacked the Bill. It
proposed merely to provide machinery
for enforcing the law. The appoint.
ment of a person to see the law en-
forced was no novel provision. If they
were to enfranchise the Indians it
would be a different matter, but the
law assumed the Indian population
to be incompetent to deal with their
property, and, if the Govern ment acted
as guardians or trustees for them, it
would be inconsistent to say that no
person should be appointed to sue that
this law should be enforced.

Mr. PATERSON said be did not see
any objection to this section. The
penalties were all in the Act as it was
at present, and the provision was only
to enforce it.

Bill read the second time.
It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left

the Chair.

After Recess.

AUDITING PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
BILL.-[BILL No. 118.]

(Mr. Cartwright.)

SECOND READING.

Mr. CARTWRIGIHT said that during
the present Session the flouse would
remember that the hon. member for
Cumberland had directed attention, on
two or three occasions, to two th ings:-
First, the difficulty of getting an idea
of the state of public business from the
public returns; and, second, by the Act
passed last Session authorizing the Gov-
ernment practically to extend the term
for the use of appropriations by Orders
in Council, for three months, sanction-
ing by law what was done formerly by
virtue of Orders in Council; and he
was not prepared to deny that there
was much force in the hon. gentleman's
observations respecting the desira-
bility of an amendment of this

law. There was another matter
of very considerable importance
to which attention had been strongly
called during the last two or three
years. Very great inconvenience had
been experienced as matters now
stood, owing to the circumstance that
the financial year terminated in the
centre of two working seasons. It
was a matter of very considerable dif-
ficulty at a distance of eighteen months
to produce accurate Estimates, particu-
larly for such Departments as those
of Publie Works, Marine and Fisheries
and the Interior ; and these difficulties
had been very seriously aggravated by
the great increase in their territory
which had taken place during
the last three or four years.
Moreover, since the practice of
their meeting very early in the
year, in February, and perhaps earlier
occasionally, had sprung up, consider-
able difficulties had arisen in the proper
preparation of the Public Accounts;
despite all the zeal and diligence the
officers of the Department could use,
they found it barely possible to get the
accounts in readiness to lay on the
table when the House met; and it
was scarcely possible, with all their
diligence, for Ministers to have a suffi-
cient length of time to become ac-
quainted with them. Some confusion
had occasionally arisen in consequence,
and he was afraid that this confusion
would tend to increase in the future.
in former years, this was by no manner

of means the case, because, as the
House was aware, the average time for
the meeting of Parliament was usually
in March or April. With a view to
remedying these defects he proposed
to change the financial year so as to
assimilate the period for the closing of
their accounts with the period at
which the accounts in Great Britain
were closed, and this was about the
31st of March.

Mr. iOLTON: It is the 5th of
April, their quarter day.

Mr. CARTWRIGHIT said he knew it
was somewhere in that neighbourhood.
-He also found that the Atmerican
authorities, in some of their reports,
earnestly recommended Congress, for
precisely the same reasonshe had men-
tioned, to change the financial year.
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The only serious objection he could see
to it was that it would, no doubt, de-
prive the flouse of a certain class of
information for the period of some
three months; but, on the other hand,
he thought that the House would gain,
on the average, five or six weeks in
the average period at which it was
possible for them to be summoned to-
gether, with due regard to the advance-
ment of the public business. He fur-
ther proposed to introduce in the Bill
a provision for a statement to be sub-
mitted to Parliament, showing the
receipts and expenditure under the
several heads of revenue and service,
to the last day inclusive of the month of
Deéember,March,June or September,as
the case might be, immediately pre-
ceding each Session. This statement
would show the several appropriations
for each service, the expenditure and
the balance available. The hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland had called bis
attention to the fact, and the hon. gen-
tleman was quite correct, that, were
this Act passed, it would no longer be
necessary to preserve on the Statute-
book the Act passed last Session em-
powering the Government to extend
for three months the time at which
appropriations closed ; and he proposed
to repeal this Act if the Bill he was
about to introduce was passed. The
hon. gentleman had also spoken of
another amendment to keep up the
accounts, for the purpose of compari-
son, to the lst day of July in
each year. This was an amend-
ment in which he would cheerfully
concur ; and, if the hon. gentleman had
not prepared it, he would like to
add a few words in the form of a
sub-section to the third clause, by
which this object would be obtained.
The delay in introducing the Bill had
been occasioned by certain difficulties
in detail arising in his own Depart-
ment, and these required to be sur-
mounted before he could come down
with any such proposition. Any in-
convenience that would arise would
fall necessarily on his own De partment
and bis principal officers, who, after
discussing the matter, had cheerfully
acquiesced in the desirability of under-
taking the trouble which this altera-
tion would give them, as it would
relieve them from certain work at the

Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

expiration of the present fin ancial year.
He begged, with these remarks, to move
the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. HOLTON said he was not pro-
pared to state that the change proposed
might not be useful or not called for
by the changed circumstances of the
country, especially in consideration of
the great territorial extension that had
taken place during the last few years.
He had been himself mainly instru-
mental in bringing about the change in
the termination of the fiscal year from
December 31st to the 30th of June,
which was not done without very grave
consideration. It was then felt that
the governing circumstance in the
Estimates for this country was the bar-
vest. The 30th of June was the period
of the realization of one harvest, and
in advance of the reaping of the
ensuing one. The returns, therefore,
were made up to the time when the
product of one harvest was completely
exhausted, and when the Estimates for
the future year were necessarily based
upon the results of the preceding bar-
vest. They found that, when the Public
Accounts were made up to the 31st of
December before Parliament met-and
this was not usually in March or April
under the old system, but towards the
end of February or early in March-
it was impossible to get them ready in
time to lay before Parliament and
assist in its deliberations during the
Session. It was thought that by going
back to the 30th June there would be
no difficulty in having the Public
Accounts and departmental reports
ready to be laid before Parliament
when it assembled. He believed
tnat they had succeeded in this; but
they bad, on the other hand, strongly
felt the inconvenience of voting the
appropriations so far ahead as was
done under the piosent system. One
result of the change proposed was to
cause the Estimates to be voted still
further ahead. Thon if they met in
February or March, they would vote
the Estimatos, not for the immediately
ensuing financial year, but for the year
following.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: No.
Mr. HOLTON: Oh, yes; noces-

sarily so. Just as they were noW
voting the Estimates for the financial
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year 1877-8, so, in the month of March,
if the change was in operation, they
would vote the Estimates sa much
further ahead.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: No.

Mr. HOLTON: Undoubtedly, it
would be so.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Not at all. I
do not at all intend that'; but that in
every case the House will vote the
Estimates to March in the succeeding
year, instead of July of the succeeding
year, as is now in cas.e

Mr. HOLTON- asked how was this to
be brought about. The Estimates
would terminate on the 31st of March,
and they must vote a year ahead or
spend money without the sanction of
Parliament. In the United States,
it must be remembered, Congress did
not rise until August-not in April-
and they had ample time there to con-
sider the Public Accounts and Estimates
and everything connected therewith
for the current year. He did not ob-
ject to the change. It might be use-
ful. There were important considera-
tions in favour of it. He was simply
pointing out the inconveniences which
he thought might flow from it ; and
these were sufficiently grave pos-
sibly to cause them to pause in the
adoption of this proposed plan. He
desired to point out another result
which would inevitably flow from
the change, and it was that
which occurred in consequence
of the change made in the old sys-
t3m in 1864. This rendered it next
to impossible for two or three years to
get fairly into the new groove and
make any comparison between the
revenue without a degree of labour for
which few had sufficient leisure, or any
accurate comparison between the ex-
penditure and revenue for the year in
question, and the preceding year or
two. It would introduce a great deal
·of confusion of that kind, but he did
not say that this was any reason why
the change should not be made. This
would be an incidental inconvenience.
le thought it very much to be regetted
that this Bill which, although short,
was really very important, had not
been introduced at an earlier period, in
order that they might duly consider

the somewhat important consequences
which its adoption would create.

Mr. T UJPPER said that, if the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Holton) was right as
to what the effect of the Bill would be,
it would become a very serious matter
for the Minister of Finance to consider
whether he should proceed with the
measure or not. The Minister of Fin-
ance had kindly communicated to him
his reasons for introducing the Bill,
and he had frankly stated that he ap-
proved of them to a large extent. He
felt that they would involve the ne-
cessity of an earlier meeting of Parlia-
ment, which, instead of being an objec-
tion, he would consider a great advan-
tage. He was satisfied that every
hon. member would be glad to
exchange the present fortnight
for the fortnight which preceded
the opening of the present Ses-
sion. The natural time for the meet-
ing of Parliament ho was sure would be
found to be as early in January as
business arrangements would admit of.
If the hon. member for Chateauguay
was right in assuming that, instead of
being able to make their calculations
more final as to the end of the current
year, under the change proposed-and
the Minister of Finance evidently
aimed at this-they would have to cal-
culate for a still farther year ahead,
in order to have the means of meeting
the exigencies of the country without
spending money without the authority
cf Parliament, ho was quite sure that
the Minister of Finance would feel that
he could not proceed with this Bill.
It was not desirable to enable the
Crovernor in Council to carry over
lapsed balances, as it preventod the
House having that stringent supervis-
ion over the appropriations that was
intended. -This year ho supposed tiiat
something like half a million had thus
been placed at the disposal of the
Government. The hon. gentleman
(Mr. Cartwright) said that ho was
willing to repeal the Act touhing
lapsed balances and provide a clause
for the preparation of a com-
parative statement at the end of
the fiscal year, and, if this was
done, and if the hon. gentleman
found that ho could effect the object he
intended, lie (Mr. Tupper) did not
think there would be any objection to
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the change proposed. The hon. mem-
ber for Chateauguay had called
attention to the very natural and sub-
stantial reasons which had led
Parliament to alter the old system,
causing the fiscal year to terminate
when the people had realized the result
of one harvest, and before another came
in. He did not himself see the great
force of this objection, and he would
tell the hon. gentleman why. They
had all the means of knowing what
the last harvest was, and what the
efect upon the revenue would be.

Mr. HOLTON said that point re-
solved itself into the other.

Mr. TUPPER said he quite agreed
with that. He thought the Bill, how-
ever, failed to accomplish the object of
the Government, and therefore would
have to be abandoned. He would say
a single word as to the returns iu the
Gazette. The hon. gentleman (Mr. Cart-
wright), at page 690 of Bansard, 1876,
said that this was a subject of careful
consideration, and on that occasion
he gave the strongest possible assur-
ance to the House that the mistakes
would be remedied, and care taken
that they should not occur in the future.
From wbat had fallen from the hon.
member for Chateauguay (Mr. Holton)
it was evident the hon. the Minister of
Finance would have to give careful
consideration to the point, for unless
he met that objection the objects sought
by the measure could not be attained.
The comparative estimate was of the
utmost value. It had a party as well
as a political value, and that very fact
made it of value to the country, because
it led to a careful comparison year by
year of the expenditure of the Govern-
ment. It was not only of value in
aîriving at certain conclusions, but it
had a salutary effect on anything like
undue expenditure. He did not see
any difficulty in the way of making
that comparative statement. It would
occasion some labour, but with somo
additional labour it would be possible to
prepare a statement to show the expen-
ditures of different years.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he fully
appreciated the remarks made by the
hon. members for Chateauguay and
Cumberland (Mesrs. Holton and Tup-
per). With respect to what the former

Mr. TUPPE.

had said, he would state, as indeed he
had intimated to the House, that one of
the principal objects they had in view
was to enable Parliament to meet
earlier in the year. That was a point
to which the House would attach great
importance, and which he thought
commended itself to the good judgment
of all. He took especial care to consult
the principal officers of his Department
on the identfcal point raised by the hon.
member for Chateauguay, and they
were of opinion that there would be
no necessity whatever to provide
Estimates for more than one year.
As far as he could judge of
that matter, which was some-
wbat a matter of detail, lie thought
the officials were in the right in this.
He thought they could do so. Of
course he quite agreed that, if it were
,necessary, if, instead of reducing the
Estimates they were extended over 24
months, the main object lie had in
view, which was to diminish the inac-
curacies which existed at present, and
would continue to exist, and which he
always felt as rather a reflection on
our business system, would be accom-
plished. He entirely agreed with
what had fallen from both hon. gentle-
men as to the importance of preserving
those comparative statements, and he-
proposed to submit an amendment
which lie thought would cover all that
was desired, and provide for the con-
tinuance of the comparative statements-
for at least the next three years.

Mr. MITCHELL said ho had lis-
tened attentively to the arguments
which bad been advanced in relation
to the measure, and he could see no
reason whatever for the change. le
did not see why the hon. the Finance
Minister should desire to disarrange
and disorganize the existing system of
the Public Accounts. If the desire
was for Parliament to meet a few
weeks earlier in the year, he thought
that could be accomplished without
such a violent change in our system of
public accounts. As no satisfactorY
reason had been given for the Bill, he
would oppose it. The comparative
statements, for which lie saw no pro-
vision, were of the utmost importance
to the House and to the country.

Bill read the second time.
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House resolved itself into Committee
of the Whole on the Bill.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT submitted a
new subsection providing for a com-
parative statement.

Mr. MITCHELL said, as this met
one of his main objections to
the measure, ho would withdraw his
objection to the Bill, but he still saw
no good reason for its introduction.

Sub-section agreed to.
Bill, as amended, ordered to be re-

ported.
House resumed.
Bill reported.
Amendments read thefirst and second

times and agreed to.

INSPECTION OF GAS AND GAS
METERS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 92.]

(Mr Laflamme.)

BILL WITHDRAWN.

Order for second reading read.
Mr. LAFLAMME said since the

introduction of this Bill a great many
recommendations had been made by
ahnost ail the parties concerned in the
manufacture of gas, which required
some consideration. They all urged
strong reasons for not enforcing the
propositions of the Bill, and, after
reflection, ho had corne to the con-
clusion that it would be advisable to
take more time to consider the objec-
tions made, and he would, therefore,
move that the order be discharged.

Mr. TUPPER said he was exceed-
ingly glad that the Minister of Inland
Revenue had decided to withdraw the
Bill. In the re-preparation, it would
be necessary to consider whether it
would not be advisable to make a very
considerable reduction in the charges
for inspection, which would corne very
hard upon small companies. The pro-
vision as to the abstraction of sulphur
from the gas, also, would require some
amendment, as the process was enor-
mously costly. Indeed, ho knew of
only one place where this was done.
at London, aithough the presence of
sulphur in gas was very injurious.

Mr. MITCHELL congratulated the
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
upon deferring to public opinion in
withdrawing the Bill.

Order discharged and Bill withdrawn.

THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAIL-
WAY.

ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Order for resuming adjourned debate
on the proposed motion of Mr. Cart-
wright that Mr. Speaker do now leave
the Chair for the House to go again
into Committee of Supply; and the
motion of Mr. Tupper in amendment,
read.

Mr. DYMOND said, at the adjourn-
ment of the debate last evening, an
hon. member had suggested that the
remaining speeches delivered during
the present debate should be vigourous
but brief. He could not engage that
his speech would be vigorous, but he
would guarantee that it would not be
so long as at least two of the speeches
delivered by hon. gentlemen opposite,
and ho would endeavour to avoid, to a
considerable extent, the diffusiveness
and discursiveness by which both those
deliverances were characterized. It
was a misfortune that the House should
be discussing this great measure of
public policy in the last moments of
the Session. It was also, ho ventured
to think, a misfortune that they should
be discussing it on a resolrution which
was in the nature of a vote of want of
confidence in the Governmont of the
day, because on such an occasion it
was impossible to exclude party
asperities, and reference to many
collateral issues which perhaps diverted
attention from the subject to which
their attention ought to be most partic-
ularly directed. The hon. member for
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) opened his
speech by complaining of the tone
in which the two leaders of the
Opposition had been assailed by
the hon. leader of the Gov-
ernment. The bon. member made a
passing reference to certain historical
incidents which most have been pain'
fui to all who were implicated in tnem.
They certainly were painful to those
who were engaged in tracking out the
offence; and they ought to be hardly
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less painful to the offenders. The
hon. mrember might really have
left the task of making that
protest to the right hon. gentle-
man who led the Opposition, and who,
in bis speeches last year, not only de-
fended, but to a certain extent exulted
over, that melancholy affair. He might
have left it to the hon. member for
Cumberland, who pronounced a sort of
unctious benediction whenever he a]-
luded to the subject, and declared that
whatever was done was done " with
patriotic motives," or he might have
left it to the hon. member for Charle-
voix, who, when he looked back to
bis recent election experience and for-
ward to the general election which
could not be very far off. must certainly
feel a deep tinge of melancholy when
he recollected that there was no pub-
lic contractor from whom he could re-
ceive $32,600.

Some HON. MEMBERS: Big Push.

Mr. DYMOND said hon. members
.cried " Big Push ;"-there was never a
smaller " Big Push " than the "Big
Push " that was in their minds. Hon.
members should understand that this
was a subject which should be discus-
sed with a little seriousness. The
speech of the hon. member for Cumber-
land was one to which,his friends, and
especially the hon. member for Teire-
bonne, alluded with a great deal of
praise. That, no doubt, was occasion-
.ed by the fact that it did compare very
favourably with many of the bon.
gentleman's utterances. It was not so
violent as some of them. lis state-
ments were not so exaggerated, and
he was more careful in many respects
to keep to literal facts. He was good
enough again and again to assert that
all he was saying was spoken with the
most benevolent intentions, and that
assurance must be regarded as express-
ing his own sincere conviction that, in
bis four and a half or five hours' speech,
he was really desirous of doing some
good to Ion. members on tie Minis-
terial benches. But, unfortunately,
one was bound to admit that bis efforts
were marred by the fact that, even in
that much commended speech, he fell
into some of bis old habits. He was
good enough to say that he would ask
the hon. member for North York

Mr. DYMOND.

whether, even in his opinion, a state-
ment he made was not sufficient ground
for the censure which he desired to
pass upon the Government of the day.
If, in a Court of criminal justice, an
item of evidence, however small, was
admitted by the Judge which he ought
to reject, the consequences might be
the quashing of the verdict. There
was an old Latin adage too, which
meant that, when one incorrect state-
ment was made, it vitiated the whole
story. Now one statement made by
the member for Cumberland referred
to the steel rails transaction. The
hon. member for Cumberland stated
that the First Minister, in that trans-
action, lost to this country $175,000
per annum. IL was known, however,
from the admission honourably and
frankly made by the hon. gentleman
the following day, that he was only
out in bis reckoning $100,000, repres-
enting a capital sum of $2,000,000.
Suppose the House had taken a vote
on the first evening of the debate, and
they had voted with the hon. member
in consequence of that statement, what
a predicament they would be in with
their constituents the following day.
Another statenent made by the hon.
gentleman was that there was 43 days'
difference between the seasons
at Prince Arthur's Landing and the
new terminus of the Canadian Pacific
Railway in the neighbourhood of
Thunder Bay. It turned out that these
forty-three days related not to a place
only four or five miles distant from
Prince Arthur's Landing, but to a dis-
trict 200 miles away. Then the hon.
gentleman seizing hold of a paper
before' him declared that in 1873 the
immigration to Canada was 310,000
souls. That wonderful discovery was
arrived at by merely adding a cipher,
but it might have had the most serious
consequences, as he had already
pointed out. Then the hon. meniber
declared that no engineer had been
employed at the inception of the under-
taking known as the Fort Frances
Locks, and he spoke rather disparag-
ingly of Mr. Hugh Sutherland, the
Superintendent. He (Mr. DIymond)
happened to know Mr. Sutherland, and
he would take this opportunity of saY-
ing that he was one of the most faith-
ful and intelligent public servants in
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the Dominion; and the hon. gentleman
could not do botter, if ho wanted to
make himself acquainted with the

public works of the North-West, than
place himself under Mr. Suther-
land as a pupil for one or
two hours. It turned out, however,
from the papers which the hon. gentle-
man beld in his hand, that there actu-
ally was a resident engineer there as
well as Mr. Sutherland. The hon.
gentleman next took up the question
of the iron rails formerly belonging to
Mr. Foster, and ho quoted the evidence
of one Mr. Musson, as also had the hon.
member for Terrebonne. He (Mr.
Dymond) would like to give the House
the benefit of this evidence which was
to imperil the existence of the Govern-
ment. Mr. Musson was examined by
the hon. member for Frontenac, who
would admit himself, if ho were in his
place, that Mr. Musson was one of the
most troublesome witnesses he had
ever come across. is evidence was
as follows:-
"By Mr. Kirpatrick:-

" Do vou know anything of the value of
rails-the market price of rails about that
time, or any time; do you keep posted as to
the value ?-I just have a general knowledge
of it.

"Do you know what was the value of
rails about Septem ber, 1875 ?-I should say
they were worth between thirty and thirty-
five dollars per ton in Montreal ; that is a
matter of recollection and opinion.
"By Hon. Mr. Mackenzie:-

" On what do you form that opinion ?-I
don't recollect.

" Is it your recollection of some sales ?-I
knew of one sale.

" Who t - ?-It was to a road; I don't re-
iDemnher the road; I was told of the sale.

" Who told you of the sale ?-I don't know
who it was.

" You don't remember who it was made
the sale ?-No.

"You don't remember who it was bouglit
the rails?-I was told that it was a road
down in Lower Canada.

"You don't know wlio the buyer or the
seller was ?-No.

"Do you know anything at all yourself
about the value ofrails?-Simply from hear-
ig quotations.

"Where did you see them ?-In the papers
from time to tirne.

" Did you see that quotation in the
papers--thuirty to thirty-five dollars?-I
don't remember,

"Do you believe you did see it in the
papers?-I rernember that was about the
price of iron at that time.

"The fact is you knew nothing about it ?--
I knew about it at the time, but I do not con-
sider the opinion worth anything; it is simply
recollection."

Then the hon. member for King's
(Mr. Domville) broke in and asked
some questions on a subject with which
he was exceedingly familiar. He
wanted to test the knowledge of the
witnesses as to the quality of the
rails:-

"By Mr. Domville:-
" When you broke those rails, what did

you see in'ide; were they crystals-large
crystals or small crystals, or small fibre, or
what ?-What I think is they were not good
iron, whether it was in the rolling or quality
I cannot say.

4 You have seen a piece of pig iron broken ?
Yes.

"You know how it looks when it is
broken ?-Yes.

" Did the rail look anything like that ?-I
should say it did.

" Would it be a greyish colour 7-It is
rather hard for me to recollect what the
break looked like."

Then came Mr. Mackenzie again
"By Hon. Mr. Mackenie:-

" I suppose you have no technical know-
ledge of the manufacture ?-No; no practical
knowledge.

" That is not what I mean ; have vou anY
knowledge of the foundry business ?-No.'

So the man who was called to tell
the Comnittee what was the value of
iron rails at a particular time could
not say more than that ho had heard
the price; ho could not remember when
the transaction had taken place; ho
could not tell where; and, when asked
to show that ho had taken somie trou-
ble to examine the fractures in the rails
in order that ho might form an opinion
as to the character of the material of
which they were composed, ho was
just as ignorant as about the price of
them. That was the sort of evidence
on which the bon. member for Cum-
berland (Mr. Tupper) wished to turn
out the Government of the Dominion,
and place hiuself and his friends on
the Treasury benches. He now came
to the last statement-or rather mis-
statement-of the hon. member for
Cumberlaod, which ho would notice.
He was sure the hon. gentleman would
take the earliest opportunity to make
the amende to the hon. member for
Selkirk (Mr. Smith). The hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland had charged that
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hon. gentleman with being a member
of the firm of Kittson & Co., who had
received $200,000 for carrying steel
rails and other material for the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. TUPPER said he desired to
ask the permision of the fouse to
make a statement in respect to the
subject referred to by the hon. mem-
ber for North York (Mr. Dymond).
le would take that opportunity to
state that the hon. member misrepre-
sented him when he said that lie (Mr.
Tupper) asserted that such was the
case with respect to the hon. member
for Selkirk (Mr. Smith). Ie (Mr.
Tupper) made no such assertion. In
the course of his remarks on the
question of the Canadian Pacifie
Railway, he stated to the House that
there was a rumour that the hon. mem-
ber for Selkirk was a partner, and a
large partner, in the transportation
company that had been employed for
the purpose of transporting nearly
13,000 tons of rails fron Duluth to
Winnipeg; and he stated, further, that,
if that rumour was well founded, that
the lion. member for Selkirk, a mem-
ber of this Flouse, was a member
of that firm, and it had received
that large contract amounting to
something above $200,000 without
tender, he thought the circum-
stances demanded the attention of
the House. The hon. member for
Selkirk would do him the credit to say
that he indulged in no insinuation
which the hon. member had not an
opportunity of frankly dealing with.
The Ilouse had heard the statement
made last night by the hon. member
that there was no foundation whatever
for the statement he bad made and the
rumour to which he had alluded. He
was prepared to accept the statement
of the hon. gentleman in the most
unqualified manner; he was quite sure
the hon. member would not have
stated to the flouse, as he had done,
that he was not interested to the extent
of a single dollar in the company if
such was not literally and actually the
fact, and the hon. gentleman was deeply
indebted to him (Mr.Tupper) for having
given him an opportunity to make
that statement. His (Mr. Tupper's)
statement was made on the authority
of an lion. member who came from

Mr. DYMOND.

the same district as the hon. member
for Selkirk-he referred to the hon.
member for Lisgar (Mr. Schultz). fie
would show the hon. member for Sel.
kirk, who had said he might have re-
ferred to him personally, that no per-
sonal or private communication would
have accomplished the hon. gentleman's
object. He accepted the hon. member's
statement; but he was bound to give
him the grounds on which he hMr.
Tupper) made that statement. ie liad
stated ie had the authority of a mem-
ber of this House for the statement,
and, moreover, he believed there was
not an hon. member on that side of the
Flouse who did not believe the state-
ment to have been precisely as he had
stated it; but lie held in his hand a
speech made by the Hon. Robert Read,
a member of the Senate, on 21st
April, and hon. members would
see it was necessary in the interest of
this Flouse and of the lion. member for
Selkirk himself that he should have
given that hon. member the opportun-
ity which he had given him, not by
an insinuation, but by a frank, manly
statement, to deal with the rumour
which prevailed to his disparagement,
and which, lie was glad to say, proved
to be thoroughly unfounded. fie
supposed lie was doing the Govern-
ment the greatest possible service he
could render thcm, as well as the hon.
member for Selkirk (Mr. Smith), when
he stated the rumour circulated, and
believed and gave the hon. gentleman
the opportunity, by afrank open state-
ment, to entirely relieve himself from
any responsibility in relauion to that
matter. ie did not think the lion.
member did him equal justice when, in

making bis explanation, lie referred in
vague, indefinite, intangible terms to
rumours,not in the manner lie had done,
but in a way that no hon. member
could deal with them ; and lie took
that opportunity of saying to that Ion.
member or any other hon. member
that, whenever they heard a rumour to
his (Mr. Tupper's) discredit, which
they thought had any foundation, he
trusted they would afford him the
sanie opportunity of meeting it in 8
straightforward manner as he lad
given to the lion. member for Selkirk-

Mr. DYMOND said that, while the'
hon. member for Cumberland now said
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ho made the statement as a rumour
only, it was worth while to notice that
the following interpretation of his
remarxs appeared in ttie Toronto Mail,
a paper in which he was not likely to
be incorrectly reported. The Mail
said:

" The member for Selkirk (Mr. Smith) is
in a most unpleasant corner, as he holds a
third interest in a transportation company
that received $200,000 from the Govern-
ment."

The hon. member had said referring
to the arrangement for forwarding the
rails:

" He (Dr. Tupper) was told that that was
not donc by tender or contract, and lie was
told that one member ot the Red River
Transportation Company sits in the House,
and was one of the principal supporters of
the Administration."

The hon. member for Cumberland
then went on to endorse the falsehoods
which had been communicated to him,
in the following manner;-

"f He referred to the member from Selkirk
(Hon. D. Smith) who had one-third or a half
interest in that Company If it was true that
$200,000 had been given to a company in
which that hon. gentleman was a proprietor,
witnout tender, it was a ques-tion that Ftruck
not only at the foundation of the Act, but
assumed a complexion of the most unplea-
sant and disagreeable character."

He gave the hon. member for Cum-
berland the benefit of any explanation
ho might offer to the House and the
country in regard to the statement ho
had made upon the authority of the
hon. member for Lisgar. But his
statement was sent all through the
country in twenty-four hours. Mr.
Spurgeon once said that " a lie would
travel round the world while truth was
putting on its boots; " and the conse-
quence of that incorrect little rumour,
as it appeared to the mind of the
hon. member for Cumberland, in
his late speech, was that - the
hon. member for Selkirk was branded
,everywhere as a corrupt man, who had
violated the independence of Parlia-
ment, and pocketed $50,000 or $60,000
of the public money. He thought that
after these illustrations, while giving
all the credit ho deserved to the hon.
member for Cumberland for the
moderation of his speech compared
with previous deliverances, it must be
-admitted there was a great deal of the

unregenerate nature still left in him.
In regard to the speech of the hon.
mnember for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson),
in which ho had attempted to justify
the original compact made with Sir
Hugh Allan and his associates for the
construction of the Pacifie Railway, it
had been very well remarked that the
failure of that enterprise was the best
proof of its hollowness and un wisdom.
But ho ventured to say that from first
to last there was no action on the part
of the Government in connection with
that company, or on the part of Sir
Hugh Allan, that was likely to give
contidence to European capitalists.
Their association was not a public
company, in the ordinary acceptation
of the term. The persons who, by an
arrangement with certain banks, had
joined together to make a nominal de-
posit, with an understanding that
it would never be called foi-, wore
simply a committee of Government
nominees who had, with the exception
of one or two of the number, no stake
whatever in the undertaking. With
respect to Sir Hugh Allan, the truth
had botter, once for all, be spoken.
Probably no more unfortuate selection
could have been made of a gentleman
to send to London to raise a lai-go sum
of money from the capitalists of that
city. The name of Sir lugh Allan
was not a savoury name there, long
before the Pacifie Railway Company
was formed. He paused for a moment
to refer to the allusion made, ho
thought, by the hon. momber for Cum-
berland to the two original companies,
formed for the purpose of build-
ing that work. The name of the lion.
William McMaster had been mentioned
as that of a gentleman whose position
showed that these companies were
composed of men who thought highly
of the undertaking. lie (Mr. Dymond)
had the authority of the hon. Senator
to state that ho only allowed his name
to be used for the purpose of getting
the company organ*ze 1, that ho gave
it to be understood from the first that
ho would take no risk and no responsi-
bility in the matter; and that, so soon
as the company was organized, ho
withdrew altogether from the under-
taking. But there was another reason
why that undertaking could not be
regarded, at this time of day, as
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one, the failure of which was
at all peculiarly remarl\able. It
had been presurned that Sir Hugh
Allan was at the head of a magnificent,
scheme to construct a railroad from.
the south shore of Lake Nipissing to
Thunder Bay, and thence across the
North-West Territory to British Co-
lumbia. He ventured to say that Sir
Hugh Allan never contemplated build-
ing one mile of road between Lake
Nipissing and Thunder Bay. Sir Hugh
made no secret from the very first of
his disapproval of that part of the under-
taking, and he exercised no reticence
whatever with respect to his views on
that subject. He was content to con-
struct a rail way from Lake Superior to
the North-West, but he was not con-
tent to build six hundred miles of rail-
way from Lake Nipissing to Thunder
Bay. On 21st December, 1872-the
charter was granted on 13th January,
1873-Sir Hugh Allan visited Peter-
borough in connection with many of
the railway schemes he was at that
time promoting. He (Mr. Dymond)
had been unable to put his hand on the
speech of Sir Hugh Allan on that oc-
casion, but he found something which
was even better-the interpretation of
that speech, evidently given authorita-
tively, by the Editor of the Montreal
Gazette, who, from his language, it was
clear, was in communication with Sir
Hugh Allan, and desired to correct any
misappre hension which had occurred
in consequence of Sir Hugh Allan
having been misreported.

The Gazette said:
"Ilt may be well, however, to state dis-

tinctly the views expressed by Sir lugh
Aan in relation to the railway iierests of'
the country."

The writer thon referred to several
schemes projected for the purpose, as
he expressed it, " to tap the trade of
the Pacific." He then went on to say:
"The particular lines to which Sir
Hugh Allan referred were the Pacific
Railway and the extension of the
Canada Central." He had previonsly
explained that the object of the Canada
Central was " to continue that railway
to a point at or near Sault Ste. Marie."
Further on, ho said :

" The Canada Central, having alread had
power to go as far as Pembroke, and eing,

Mr. DYmoND.

in fact, in a fair wav to construct its line to
that point, asked for authority to go to Sault
St. Marie. Should it do so, and cross by a
bridge at that point, it would connect with
the Northern Pacific Railway, running south
of Lake Superior, and would furuish for the
Northern Pacific the shortest and inost direct
line to ocean navigation.

Then the editor of the Gazette went
on to remark:

"The line fromn Duluth to Pembica ap-
proaches completion. The short distance
between Pem bina ana Fort Garry will, there-
fore, undoubtedly furnish the first raliway
inlet to the Province of Manitoba and ou'r
own North-Western territories. It is under-
stood that the Northern Pacific Railway
Company is disposed to aid in the construc-
tion of a railway south of Lake Superior to-
wards Sault St. Marie ; and the branch to be
built between Pembroke and that point in
Canadian territory is so comparatively short
that no one can doubt the propriety of its
imniediate construction having reference to
the direct railway communication with Win-
nipeg."

So this gentleman, who was supposed
to be enthusiastic for the construction
of a through route from Nipissing to
the Pacific Ocean, was actually at the
time interested in a rival undertaking
which, to use his own words, " would
bring over it the whole trade
of the West and the North-West."
There was another proof of the insm-
cerity of the scheme of the hon. gen-
tlemen opposite which was touched
upon by the hon. gentleman at the
head of the Government in the course
of his remarks. Considerable discus-
sion had taken place in the course of
this debate as to the possible route of
the Pacifio Railway; and they had the
authority of Mr. Sandford Fleming, in
the report just issued, for the state-
ment that the cost of the railway from
Yellow Head Pass to Burrard Inlet
would be $30,000,000, and that the
cost to Waddington larbour, by one
route, would be s38,000,000, and by
another route, $33,000,000. It was
not to be supposed that the line could
have been constructed for less than the
estimate made by Mr. Fleming, as the
result of all the experience he had
since acquired : and this would
have absorbed every dollar of the
money subsidy proposed to be granted
with the Pacifie Railway charter; and
yet they were to believe that, with-
out any regard whatever on his
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part to the question of the termi-
nus, Sir Hugh Allan, six months
after, having obtained the char-
ter would have allowed the Govern-
ment to fix the terminus at a point 260
miles from Waddington Harbour at an
additional cost of $27,500,000. Mr.
Fleming gave the following descrip-
tion of a part of that route, after de-
scribing the fifty miles traversed from
Waddington Harbour to Seymodr
Narrows :-

" For a distance of fifty miles from Wad-
dington larbour, the only course for the line
is to follow the base of lhe high rocky moun-
tains which extend along Bute Inlet. On this
section a great number of tunnels varying
fromi 100 to, 3,000 feet in length through
bluff rocky points would be indispenable,
and the work generally, even with unusually
sharp curvature, would be very heavy."

Mr. Fleming then described the
mode bv which the Narrows were to
be crossed. Ie said:

" Careful exanination has established the
factthat, to reach Vancouver Island from the
mainland, the following clear span bridges
would be required:

Feet.
At Arran Rapids, a clear span of.... 1,100
At Cardero Channel (first opening) a

clear span of..................... .1,360
At Cardero Channel (second opening)

a clearspan of................. 1,140
At Cardero Channel (third opening) a

clear span cf..................... 640
At Middle Channel, a clear span of.. 1,100
At Seynour Narrows (first opening) a

clear span of................... .. 1,200
At Seynour Narrows (second opening)

a clar spa cf.................... 1,350
" The length of the section across the

group of islands known as Valdes Islands,
lying between the mainland and Vancouver
Island, is about 30 miles. The channels to,
be bridged are of great depth, with the tide
ilowing from 'four to nine knots an hour. In
crossing the islands, heavy rock excavation
and probabl a few short tunnels would be
required. Taking everything into considera-
tion, the work of construction on these eighty
miles lying between Waddington Harfour
and Vancouver Island, would be of a most
formidable character."

This work, and the further line of
180 miles to Esquimalt, was to be
imposed on a company of shrewd
business men, as they were called.
The man at the head of the company
was in certain respects as good a busi-
ness man as was to be found in the
Dominion; but would any one for a
moment dream, even in connection

with the simplest work of construction,
in the course of bis own private busi-
ness, of allowing any such intolerable
species of bargain to be saddled upon
him ? This was, therefore, he thought,
plain and clear proof that the whole
arrangement as to Sir Hugh Allan
was little better than a fraud ; and
that Sir Hugh Allan had no inten-
tion whatever of ever earrying
out that work in the terms of the
charter granted him. They had an-
other illusti ation of' the folly and rock-
lessness of the hon. gentlemen opposite.
During the period between 1873 and
now, a very large sum of money had
been spent on surveys, under the sup-
erintendence of a gentleman who was
probably second, im point of character
and ability, to no engineer on this
continent; and they had not yet
arrived at a conclusion as to the pre-
cise location of the road in British
Columbia. What a spectacle they had
witnessed the other day. Two hon.
gentlemen opposite bad entreated the
Premier to pause, even if necessary,
for two years lk nger, before settling
on the line of route in order that they
might ascertain whether any other
new, more northerly and more favour-
able route through the Peace River
district could be obtained. The
hon, member from Terrebonne bad
mourned over the loss of immigration
that had occurred in consequence of
defeat of the former scheme, but it
would be in the recollection of the hon.
member for Terrebonne that certain
terms were agreed upon with that
company by the Government with re-
gard to the price at which land was to
be sold; and this price was $2.50 per
acre. He believed it was perfectly
well understood that the only mode of
settling up a country rapidly and
effectually was by adopting the
system of free grant settlements. The
hon. gentlemen opposite had, however,
no intention of doing anything of that
kind. When that portion of the Pacifie
Railway resolutions was before the
House, the present Premier had pro-
posed an amendment to secure more
liberal terms. When the hon.gentlemen
opposite talked of fifty millions of acres

appropriated by the Company and fifty
millions more reserved by the Govern-
ment, and of there being any consider--
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able quantity of land left for settle-
ment in the North-West, he (Mr.
Dymond) fancied that they were
running beyond any reliable informa-
tion possessed a, to the cultivateable
land in that region. But the right
hon. member for Kingston then repu-
diated the idea of people being induced
to settle in that country on liberal
terms; and the hon. gentleman's
speech was thus reported in the Mont-
treal Gazette -

" The country would be open to settlement
and the surplus population of England, Ire-
land or Gernany, might flock there and
enjoy a11 the advantages, at the cost of the
people of the other Provinces. Why should
these people be given farms improved, with
a railway running beibre their doors, for
nothing: advantages which had never been
enjoyed by the people of the other Provinces,
when there was plenty of other land in the
country which they could take outside the
twenty miles on either side of the line."

So it was really to be an offence on
the part of people from England, Ire-
land or Germany to settle exactly
where they were most wanted along
the line of the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way. If he wanted proof that the hon.
gentleman's theory or proposition at
the time was absurd and inimical to
the interests of the country, he would
flnd it in the fhet that the hon. gentle-
man gave, at all events, a silent assent
to the Bill of 1874, in which the pre-
caution was taken which the hon.
gentleman had affected to despise.
He had said, at the commencement of
his remarks, it was much to be re-
gretted that a great question of this
kind should be discussed under such
circumstances, and if any proof of this
were wanted, it was to be found in the
tone of sectionalism which had per-
vaded the address of the hon. member
for Terrebonne. Instead of hearing
anything like a statesmanlike discus-
sion of the measure, and the most im-
portant policy that could engage the
attention of this or any other country,
they had been favoured with a dis-
course from the hon. member for
Terrebonne, three-quarters of which
would only suit one of the little stump
election meetings, with which they
were very familiar, when they had to
face their constituencies in the rural
districts. The object of the hon.
gentleman's speech seemed to

Mr. DYmoND.

be to corner some unfortunate
French Canadian Liberal, or some
French Canadian Liberal newspaper,
and not to discuss how they could
build up a great nation, and enable this
country to carry out the gigantic work
before them. The hon. gentleman also
spoke of Sir George Cartier, and de-
servedly, in terms of high admiration;
but what was the treatment that Sir
George Cartier had received in connec-
tion with Sir Hugh Allan's railway
operations ? If there ever was a
specimen of cold-blooded and deliberate
cruelty, it was to be found in the con-
duct displayed by Sir Hugh Allan in
the intrigues revealed by his corres-
pondence with G. W. MeMullen; and
yet the hon. member for Terrebonne
was a humble follower of the right
hon. gentleman who gave Sir Hugh
Allan the charter, after the proof of
that cold-blooded cruelty had been
placed before him. The hon. gentle-
man was exceedingly anxious that the
Georgian Bay Branch should be built,
and had paid a warm tribute to the
liberal spirit in which the members of
the Reform Party and of the Govern-
ment from Ontario had acted
towards Quebec enterprises. Ie
could assure the hon. gentleman
that, as far as the material develop-
ment of the country was concerned,
there was no disposition on the part of
anyone in Ontario to allow a sectional
spirit to intrude for one moment; and,
if the bon. gentleman could show the
Government that any change in their
plans with regard to the Georgian
Bay seheme would render it more
favourable to Quebec, not a man in
Ontario would be found to utter a pro-
test against it. The GeorgianBay
Branch, so far as Ontario was con-
cerned, was little more than a colon-
ization road, though to Quebec it was
undoubtedly valuable in another sense,
as it offered a direct through route to
the upper lakes, and from thence to
the Paciflic. The Government of Ontario
a year ago had passed a Bill guarantee-
ing, or proposing to give, a sub-
sidy of $8,000 per mile to any company
connecting the present railway system
of Western Ontario with that railway.
He ventured to deny the statement
that the Government of the Dominion
had any intention of abandoning the
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-Georgian Bay scheme. They
all knew that the present moment
was eminently unfavourable for
railway enterprises, and news had
arrived that day from Europe which
further tended to embarrass those who
had great financial operations in hand.
What effect this might have on the
fortunes of this country or the calcula-
tions of the Finance Minister he could
not tell; but he was sure that the Gov-
ernment had not the slightest intention
of abandoning the Georgian Bay
scheme. Nay, though not in their
secrets, he ventured to say more-that,
if there was anything connected with
this scheme which could render it more
satisfactory to the people of Quebec,
he could assure the hon. member for
Terrebonne and others from that Pro-
vince that it would receive at the
hands of the Government the most
favourable consideration. The hon.
gentleman's leader, however, wanted
them to postpone the location of the
Pacifie Railway for two years more.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: How
does the hon. gentleman make that
out ?

Mr. DYMOND: The hon. gentleman
suggested that the final location of the
road should not take place until the
Peace River district had been explored.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
made no such suggestion.

Mr. DYMOND said the hon. gentle-
man had stated that the survey might
take one year or two years, and the
hon. gentleman was exceedingly anx-
ious that the advantages of that line
should not be lost to the country in
consequence of the Peace River section
not having been carefully and effect-
ually explored.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
made no such suggestion.

Mr. DYMOND said everybody on
that side of the House so understood
the hon. gentleman. Of course, if the
hon. gentleman -denied it, they would
suppose that he did not wish this line
to go through the Peace River country
and Pine Pass, but desired it should
traverse the comparatively inhospitable
region lying between Fort Edmonton
and Fort George. Perhaps, however,
it was the hon. member for Cumberland

112

who had made the statement he had
mentioned. He would refer for a
moment to the water stretches
about which so inuch had been said.
Al that he (Mr. Dymond) understood
with regard to the use of those water-
stretches was this: that, pending the
completion of a through route from the
south shore of Lake Nipissing to the
Pacific Ocean, such water stretches as
existed should be utilized. They had
been assured by the hon. the Premier
in his speech delivered a year ago that
there was no intention whatever on his
part to deviate to any important ex-
tent, perhaps not a mile, in order to
meet and utilize those water-stretches.
But, as ithappened, that, from the south
shore of Lake Huron nearly to the
foot of the Rocky Mountains, there
was a series of those inland waters, it
would be something like a madness
equal to the original Pacific scheme if
the hon. gentleman did not utilize them.
With regard to the question of the Pa-
cific Railway policy generally, it pre-
sented an aspect at the present time to
which for a moment or two he would
allude. There could be no doubt that,
under the influence of commercial de-
pression, and in the face of the delays
that had occurred from the original
inception of the scheme up to the pres-
ent time, in consequence of the more
extended knowledge of the difficulties
that work presented, there had grown
up a prejudice against it which might
to a certain extent assume the form of
public opinion in opposition to that
enterprise. le believed that nothing
could be more fatal to the interests of
this country than for one moment to
put any check upon the undertaking to
build the railway, Surround it with
what precautions they pleased, be as
prudent as they would, it was a matter
of absolute necessity that such a work
should be ultimately constructed.
Whether they looked at it as a great
national enterprise, as one that might
stimulate the ambition of the people;
whether they looked at it as a great
factor in their material progress, or
as an obligation depending on the
faith of treaties to be carried
ont; whether they regarded it under
any one ot those aspects, they were all
equally potential in his mind in urging
them to carry the work forward.- And
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he believed that they would carry out
this policy most wisely and effectively
if they looked at the Pacifie Railway,
to a large extent, as an instrument not

,so much in providing a through route
as a great means of colorization. AI-
though it was possible that shorter
routes might be obtained by traversing
desolate portions of the country; al-
though it was possible they might
hasten the completion of the enterprise
by adopting a certain location, yet the
great object they should have in view,
from the moment they left the north
shore of Lake Nipissing until they
finally touched the waters of the Paci-
fie Ocean, should be to develop and
settle the country through which the
road passed. But, although that might
be the object, and although he believed
that would be the object of those who
were, at the present time, charged with
carrying out this work, it was worth
while to bear in mind what really the
construction of the Pacifie Railway
meant. Many years would pass over
before the road would be completed.
British Columbia might seem a burden
to them during that period, but, al-
though what lie said might grate
harshly on the ears of some of his most
respected political friends, lie believed
that this country had no conception of
what value that Province would ulti-
mately be to the Dominion. He believed
that, in Vancouver Island alone, there
was a mine of wealth of which those
who first promoted the union had no
idea whatever. They had there in
juxtaposition the three greatest ingredi-
ents of national wealth. They had
coal of the best class, no less than
100,000 tons of which were exported to
San Francisco last year. They had also
iron of fine quality, and the limestone
necessary for its manufacture. They
had, in the exhaustless fisheries in
the seas which surrounded the island,
the cheapest food that could possibly
be given to man, and they had a terri-
tory, if not in our own soil, immedi-
ately contiguous, within American
urisdiction, capable of raising all the

vegetable necessaries of life on the
cheapest possible scale. These were
ingredients of a great national indus-
try. Besides they should remember
that 'Vancouver Island was within
4,000 miles of Japan, with a population

Mr. DYXOND.

of 33,000,000, and at a not much
greater distance from China, with a
population of 425,000,000. They had,
then, for prospective customers, the
population of two countries which
were just about beginning to witness
the dawn of a new-world civilization;
customers who would be supplied from
our Pacific sea board as easily as from
any other part of the world-far more
easily than from England, far more
easily than from anyEuropean country.
He was quite aware that Canada must
for a considerable time be content to
bear a heavy burden in order to ac-
complish this great work ; but, whether
they looked at it as a matter of inter-
est, whether they looked at it as a
matter of national good faith, that
work would have to be accomplished.
If they turned, for example, to the
parent country, they would find that
the main source of the power and
credit of Great Britain consisted in
the dependence that had always been
placed upon ber plighted word; and
we could not in Canada to-day, in
our relations with British Columbia,
any more than in our relations with
any foreign power, dare for one
moment to utter the shameful word
"repudiation." He believed that many
years would pass over before they
should witness the result of their
efforts in this direction. Mr. Speaker
and himself, and many more who heard
him might have passed away before
the consummation of the work, but
on the wisdom with which they dealt
with this great question that day, the
patriotism they exhibited in view Of
the obligations it imposed upon them,
depended to a very large extent the
future welfare and prosperity of the
Dominion.

Mr. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
it would be remembered that one very
prominent feature of this great land
and water scheme of the hon. the First
Minister, when he announced it to the
people in 1874, was the opening up of
communication between the existing
system of railways in Ontario and
Quebec and the waters of Lake Huron
at the mouth of the French River. In
the Session of 1874, following this
manifesto, the Pacifie Railway Act waS
passed, under which the hon. gentle-
man took power to construct the'
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Georgian Bay Branch without sub-
mitting the contracts to Parliament.
Following the power which was grant-
ed the hon. gentleman by that Act, a
cursory examination of what was con-
sidered to be the sbortest line of com-
munication between the existing sys-
tem of railways in Ontario and Quebec
and the mouth of the French River,
was made in the summer of 1874.
The Engineer who made the examin-
ation did it under adverse circum-
stances; he (Mr. White) was informed
that the country was so enveloped in
smoke that the Engineer was unable
to traverse a considerable portion of
the route he was sent to examine, and
that in one instance he examined a
very considerable portion of the terri-
tory from the top of a hill which he
climbed for the purpose. The contract
for the construction of the Georgian
Bay Branch was given to the Hon.
Mr. Foster. That contract provided
in the most stringent manner for the
completion of this work. Severe
penalties were entailed upon the con-
tractor if he failed to complete the
work by the time specified, which was
January lst, 1877. Everything showed
that the Government considered that
lino a very important feature of the
Pacifie Railway scheme; but, when the
hon. gentleman came down to Parlia-
ment last Session, lie was obliged to
inform the House that the contract
had been cancelled; lie, however, de-
clared that, as soon as the terminus on
French River was decided upon, the
work would be put under contract
again. A year had pa-sed since that
statement was made, and on Friday
the hon. gentleman made a very lucid
statement with reference to the Pacifie
Railway policy, but he failed to men-
tion anything in connection with this
branch which he deemed so important
in 1874. It was only after he had
been pressed by the hon. member for
Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) that the hon.
gentleman stated that the Government
had not altered their policy in relation
to this line. But while that declaration
was made, not a single dollar was
asked for the prosecution of the work,
Which was rather remarkable in view
Of the tact that $IOOOOOO had been
appropriated in previous years for the
construction of this branch. Notwith-

112f

standing the statement by the hon.
member for North York(M r. Dymond)
it seeied to him the evidence was
strong that the Government did not
intend to proceed with this particular
vork. The hon. gentlemian had not

stated whether the line orig-inally laid
out to be followed by the coutraetor had
been found impracticable or not. If
he (Mr. White) were inclined to be
sectional, he might sugest that a line
might be found in a maore northerly
direction, starting from Pemtbroke,
following in the vicinity of the Ottawa
and up the Mattawa River to the point
whiclh he assumed to be the objective
point. If he were correct y informed,
the distance of the line fron Renfrew
to Canter's Bay was about 217 miles,
while the distance fronm Pembroke was
183 miles. But he did not suggest
that the hon gentleman should
adopt the northern line unless lie found
it to possess greater advantages than
the line already laid out. lie had
stated last Session that lie was not dis-
posed to view the construction of this
work from a local or sectional stand-
point, and, if the lion. gentleman hon-
estly intended to carry out the scheme
of opening up communication between
the railways of Ontario -and Quebec
and the waters of Lake Huron, whether
lie adopted the Boniochôre or the
northern route, ho would gladly give
his humble support to the carryoing ut
of that scheme.

Mr. 3MAC i ENZIE: In nothing else?

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) said he did
know what the hon. gentleman meant
by that. The hont. gentleman, ho
dared say, looked upon any humble
assistance he miglit be able to render
him with a great deal of contempt;
but lie could only repe-at that lie would
support either of the schemes if the
hon. gentleman intended to carry them
out. But it seemed to him quite evident,
from the course pursued, that the Gov-
ernment did not intend to carry on this
work. He could come to no other con-
clusion than that the scheme had been
abandoned. With reference to the
payments made to Mr. Foster, for sur-
veys upon the Georgian Bay Branch,
he could not see how the Goverrment
could avoid making them, for the con-
tract stated that the cost of surveys
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'was to be a part of the subsidy granted
to that gentleman. But he did think
that the money paid for the rails was
paid without the authority of Parlia-
ment. The Order in Council, which
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
gave as his authority, stated that the
rails should be delivered along the line
between the village of Douglas and a
certain point in the vicinity of Lake
Nipissing, which was fixed as the ter-
minus of the Georgian Bay Branch.
.dut instead of that they were delivered
ut Renfrew, ten miles away from the
commencement of the road.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he was sur-
prised to hear the hon. the First
Minister speak of the speech of the hon.
member for Terrebonne as a long
speech, and one which was not required
in this discussion. He was not so
much surprised to hear the hon. mem-
ber for North York say that, because
that hon. member was in the habit of
dispising everything but what came
from himself. The hon. member for
Terrebonne certainly made a speech
which was a eredit to himself and to
the Opposition side of the House. The
hon. the Minister of Public Works and
the hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue
had complai'ned of the tone and violence
of the discussion. The hon. the Minis-
ter of Public Works said: " No public
man can conduct public affairs in this
country withoit being subject to per-
sonal abuse of the most outrageous
kind. Why should we not follow the
parliamentary custom in England ?"
He (Mr. Langevin) had no fault to find
with that desire-every member of
the House would join in it. But the
hon. member for North York had fol-
lowed a very different cour-se. That
hon. gentleman, without any cause
whatever, had thought proper to
repeat a slander that had already been
repudiated by himself (Mr. Langevin);
he had made a defence which the press
and the country thought was sufficient,
and was the only one he could make
under the circumstances. The hon.
gentleman had no right to bring this
matter up in this discussion agan, and
he would not drag him into it. It
would be very easy for him to answer
the hon. gentleman in the same way,
and to make allusions to matters that
would not be very pleasant to the

M1r. WRITE.

hon. member for North York, and to
speak of parties that came to this coun-
try and were most happy to find refuge
here. But it was not his habit to attack
hon. members personally, although
the hon. gentleman had thought
proper to attack him personally, which
he had no right to do. He (Mr.
Langevin) had not spoken on the
subject. There was no reason what-
ever for the attack; and, therefore, it
was a mere act of malice on the part of
the hon. member to make the attack.
Raving said so much, he would pass
to another matter. The hon. the
Minister of Inland Revenue had denied
the statement of the bon. member for
Terrebonne that the Liberals of
Quebec had opposed all the great
schemes that would make the future
greatness of this country. That state-
ment was perfectly correct. TheLiberal
Party of Lower Canada had opposed
the Grand Trunk, the scheme which
had made Ontario and Quebee what
they were; the Victoria Bridge, one
of the wonders of the world; the Con-
federation, which had made us one
united people, enjoying all the benefits
of the constitutional monarchical
system of England alongside the great
Republic of the United States; and the
Intercolonial Railway, which was an
other bond of union between the Mari
time Provinces and the Western
Provinces. It was the same now. The
Liberal Party of Quebec opposed the
Pacifie Railway. The hon. the Minis-
ter of Public Works had referred to it
as the most insane seheme which ever
engaged the attention of any Legisla-
turc. He (Mr. Langevin) hoped that
hon. gentleman would live long
enough to see that he was a
bad prophet. That was a work
which would be one of the glories of
Canada. It would make this country
one of the greatest countries in the
world, and bring hither the trade of
Asia and Europe, and make us one
people from one ocean to another. The
acquisition of the lNorth-West was a
pet question with hon. gentlemen OP-
posite, especially with those from
Ontario, previous to Confederation.
The Province of Quebec was found not
to be very warm on that question. The
reason was, it was thought that the
acquisition would only increase the
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troubles already existing between Up
per and Lower Canada. But, when the
scheme of Confederation was placec
before the people of Quebec, and they
saw it was not desired to acquire the
North-West merely for the benefit ol
Tpper Canada but of the general coun.
try, the objection ceased. Then they
said that was the time to ask for the
annexation of that country, because it
would not be a danger for the future of
their own Province or of this country;
but, on the contrary, it would make this
country a great country; it would give
us the country we wanted from one
ocean to another. That territory had
become our territory ; it had been ac-
quired, and now the question which
arose was what would be done with
that country? Having acquired it,
were they to leave it there; were they
not to build a railway? They required
a railway to unite it with the old Pro-
vinces of the Dominion, because they
must have a means of going from one
ocean to the other. He was glad to
hear the hon. member for North York
(Mr. Dymond) express himself on that
question as he did, because on that he
was perfectly right. That country,
and the country west of it, be
meant British Columbia, were great
countries; they were full of wealth, and
they would be great sources of wealth
to the Dominion. Ie need not go into
the details of the resources of British
Columbia, the hon. member for North
York had ]ndicated some of them.
They were great and real. He for one
had had an opport unity of seeing
with bis own eyes wbat that Province
was, and he stated that it would be one
of the most beautiful Provinces of this
Dominion. There might be, as un
hon. member, whom he regretted not
to see in his place on account of sick-
ness had said, " a sea of mountains" in
that country. But that hon. gentle-
man would change his views, ideas,
and convictions were he to go there
and see that country for himself. He
would find that it was a country worth
annexing, that it was full of resources,
and only required a railway which
would bring it population and wealth,
and the money that we would expend
there would go back to the coffers of the
Dominion tenfold. The North-West
was near to us. le knew the rO-

- sources of 'that country, and ho was
glad to hear his hon. friend the member

1 for Terrebonne (Mr. Masson) mention
yesterday the fact that wheat was
grown a thousand miles north of Otta-
wa. The hon. gentleman had shown
them a sample of that wheat which
had been sent to him, he believed, by
Mr. Malcolm McLeod, of Aylmer,
who had writton about that country.
The hon. the First Minister had said
that it was obligatory upon this coun-
try to build the railway; he (Mr. Lan-
gevin) had been glad to hear him say
so. It was true it was an obligation,
and if they had not contracted that
obligation with British Columbia they
would have had to build the railwa
nevertheless. The member for North
York seemed to indicate the same
conviction in his mind. He (Mr. Lan-
gevin) had been sorry to hear the
First Minister speak of a waste
of money as to the railway from
Lake Superior to Lake Nipissing.
He had said that that country had no
settlement, but let them take the
whole line of the railway from Lake
Nipissing to the Pacifie ocean, and see
how much of the whole country was
settled. There were very few settle-
ments, but, nevertheless, who spoke of
that? The Premier did not say how
long it would be before this portion of
the road from Lake Superior to Lake
Nipissing would be built; but evident-
ly, according to the boit. gentleman,
they could not see the date when it
would be built. That portion of the
line was a portion that ought to be
built as much as any other portion of
the Pacific Railway. It was the con-
necting link between the Pacifie Rail-
way and the lines of railway through
Ontario and Quebee. They must have
a line of that kind in order to have
the benefit of the Pacific Railway.
The hon. the First Minister said : "We
build the railway from Fort William
to British Columbia, and that is suffi-
cient." That, however, was only a
railway from the head of Lake
Superior to British Columbia, and did
not connect with the railways of the
old Provinces of Canada. The portion
of the line east of Fort William was
a necessity. Of course the First
Minister had a majority of this House
behind him, and perhaps ho could do
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with that link as he pleased, but the
time would come, perhaps, when tie
public opinion of this country would
be felt and made known, when that
portion of the railway would have to
be built. He (Mr. Langevin) had no
doubt that the railway would be built,
as well as the remainder of the Pacifie
Railway line, and then only would
Lower Canada be satisfied that justice
had been done to it. They were now
contributing a large share to the build-
ing of the railway, and they did
not grumble or complain, but they
said: " Give us also the benefit of that
railway; why should we be deprived of
it ? " The first section of that line, by
the Pacifie Railway Act, was from
Lake Nipissing to the junction with
the line which went from Lake Su-
perior towards Winnipeg. The branch
from Fort William to the point where
the railway would connect with the
first section from Lake Nipissing would
be probably fifty or sixty miles in
length. That was not contemy lated
by the Railway Act of 1874, by which
the first section was from Lake Nipis-
sing to Lake Superior to connect with
the line towards Winnipeg. In that
Act only two branches were mentioned,
and this branch, from Lake Superior
to the junction of the Nipissing line,
was not menfioned. He need not re-
peat what had already been said in the
House in reference tc the scheme of
the Government to use the water
stretches until a through line by rail
was obtained. H1e, for one, did not
agree with that policy. We should
have a road built from one end to the
other in conjunction with the railways
in Ontario and Quebec. We should
have a through route by rail, not one
partly rail and partly water. They
knew that the portion by water could
be used only, he supposed, for five or
six months during the year at the ut-
most, and what would be the result?
The road would be used during that
time, but in the winter the rail-
way would be inactive, there
would be no traffic upon it, and
how could they expect a large revenue
from a railway in that position? It
was the same thing when they came
to Lake Superior. What benefit would
be derived from a railway which
would come to the end ofLake Superior

Mr. LANGEVIN.

in the winter months ? He would
not discuss that policy at any length
as it had been discussed by others
before him, but he would speak
now of the two roads which had
been mentioned by the First Minister
as being the lines between which the
Government would have to decide the
route of the Pacifie Railway through
British Columbia. The first route was
by the valley of the Fraser River, and
the other by Bute Inlet. Of course he
(Mr. Langevin) might have his pre-
dilection in favour of one route over
the other, but he did not intend to
show that predilection, but merely to
show the advantages and disadvantages
of both lines. By the Fraser route
the ion. the First Minister said they
might bring a railway down to Yale,
and then Yale would be accessible by
water all the year round. That was a
statement which he had no doubt the
First Minister had good grounds for
making ; but he could assure him that,
were he to go to British Columbia, lie
would find that the Pacifie Railway
could not end at Yale, but must go
down to Burrard Inlet, because he
would see if he were there in the
winter months that Yale could not be
reached by that means.

Mr. DECOSMOS : Hear, hear.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he did not
make this statement as a reproach to
the Firsi Minister. It was quite natu-
ral that he might make a mistake of
this kind about localities which he had
been unable to visit, but those who had
visited British Columbia, or had come
from that Province, would all tell him
the same as lie (Mr. Langevin) had,
and he was sure his hon. friend from
Victoria(Mr. DeCosmos)would support
him in'that.

Mr. DECOSMOS: Hear, hear.

Mr. LANGE VIN said the other ob-
jection to that route was that the lino
went too near the American frontier.
Of course it was said that there was no
danger of a war with the United
States, and that that ·should not be a
question. Well, there might be no dif-
ficulty now, we might be at peace for
sixty or a hundred years ; but, when a
work of this magnitude was being
built, when they were to expend large
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sums of money, they should put the
railway at the proper place, they
should adopt the proper line, they
should look to the future and say: " Is
that the line the railway should follow
were we an independent power, were
we in difficulty with the United
States ? " because, of course, though
one smiled when we spoke of war be-
tween Canada and the United States, it
must not be forgotten that Canada in
a hundred years' time would not be the
Canada of to-day, that instead of four
millions, as we had to-day, we would
have a hundred millions or more in a
hundred years, and would be a great
country, a great power on this conti-
nent. We should therefore locate our
line where that great empire of the
North would require to have its rail-
way built. Another reason against
that line was that with a short road, a
short branch, the Americans on the
other side of the line could tap our
Pacifie Railway, and we would put the
terminus within their territory, and
build up a great city there at our ex-
pense. We would have built a railway
and spent millions upon it, and finally
the great terminus of the road would
be on American territory.

Mr. DECOSMOS: Hear, hear.

Mr. LANGEVIN said that was a
great objection. There was another
reason also. When they went down
to Burrard Inlet, there they required,
according to the report which had
been p'aced in their hands lately, in
order to bring ships to Burrard Inlet,
a towage of 70 miles, and when they
went into the interior of Burrard Inlet,
of nearly 90 miles; at all events it was
a long distance, and that was another
objection. Further on their way they
would have to pass under the guns of
the Island of San Juan.

Mr. DECOSMOS: Hear, hear.

Mr. LANGEVIN said it was a very
Unhappy day when we lost San Juan;
but, of course, the matter had been left
to an arbitrator, and he had decided
against us. He had no doubt he
decided according to his conscience,
but it was a very sorry day for Canada.
It was true that going by the Fraser
River they would pass through a set-
tled portion of the country. On the

main line tbey would go through a
territory where, according to the First
Minister's statement, the grade would
not exceed 52 feet in a mile, and they
would obtain perhaps a shorter route
than the Bute Inlet route and, conse-
quently, it might cost less than the
latter. These were the objections to
and disadvantages of that route.
Coming to the Bute Inlet route,
there they had a more direct
route. They might have heavy work,
and they had the crossing of the Straits
to go to the Island of Vancouver, and
they had a railway to build from
Nanaimo to Esquimalt, but was it
worth still having a difficulty yet exist-
ing with British Colunbia about that
railway, when they did not hesitate a
minute in building a branch of fifty or
sixty miles from Lake Superior to the
junction of the Lake Nipissing Rail-
way ?

Mr. DECOSMOS: Hear, hear.

Mr. LANGEVIN said if they had
spent the money to build that railway
from Nanaimo to Esquimalt it would
have avoided all the difficulty and all
the heart-burnings which had been
created. He was sure that if hon.
gentlemen could visit British Columbia
and see both lines they could find
advantage in both ; but they could not
help sceing that if the Fraser route
would cost less, if it would be less in
length, if the grades would not exceed
fifty-two feet in the mile, on the other
hand, the Bute Inlet route would be
further from the frontier, and
would have as its terminus either
the harbour of Esquimalt or the
great harbour of Hartley Sound,
in which case they would not require
to pass under the guns oftheAmericans,
and they would have access to the
ports all the year round. He believed
that Burrard Inlet was also open
throughout the year. From this Inlet
they could cross in a ferry to Nanaimo,
and go by the Nanaimo Road either to
Esquimalt or Hlartley Sound. At the
latter place there would be a very
short line indeed, and, therefore, in
both cases, whether they selected the
Fraser River or Bute Inlet route, they
could reach the harbour of Esquimalt
or the harbour of Hartley Sound, and
have the harbour open during the
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whole year, where protection could be
afforded by the British fleet in the
event of a war. Besides, the railway
would be far enough off from the
Americans at Bute Inlet to 'be pro-
tected. The contrary was, perhaps,
the strongest reason urged against the
Fraser route, but it might not be an
insuperable difficulty. He bad donc
his best to be as impartial as possible
between the two lines. The
First Minister had alluded to
the passage of the Bill relating to
the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway
through the House, and its defeat
by a majority of two in the Senate.
They knew of whom this majority
was formed, being composed of
friends of the hon. gentleman, who
had just been appointed to seats in the
other Chamber. Nevertheless, these
hon. gentlemen had acted independent-
ly and very properly, because the Sen-
ate was established for the purpose of
controlling too hasty legislation. The
hon. gentleman said hle would have
been censured had he resigned on that
Occasion, but he (Mr. Langevin) did
not think that a member of the Oppo-
sition had ever stated that the hon.
gentleman should then have resigned.
If, however, that measure was such as
should have received the sanction of
the House, why had not the hon. gen-
tleman re-introduced it the following
Session ? Nothing had happened in the
interval to cause the hon. gentle-
man to believe that the Bill
was an improper one; and during
that period the hon. gentleman
had appointed other Senators. What
reason did the hon. gentleman have
for having three years previously,
before a vote had been given in the
Senate during the present Administra-
tion, asked the Imperial Government
to empower him to appoint six addi-
tional Senators-not in accordance
with, but in violation of, the Constitu-
tion, which only provided for such
nominations in cases of extreme
emergency, when the Senate had re-
peatedly refused to allow public
measures to pass ? There was no neces-
sity for the step proposed by the hon.
gentleman. The Railway Act of 1874
required that contracts should be given
out after tenders were asked for, and
after lines were surveyed; but the

Mr. LAINEviN.

hon. gentleman had awarded the con-
tract for the Georgian Bay Branch
before the line had been located and
surveyed. Nevertheless, the Govern-
ment, for some reason or other,
were in great haste to award the con-
tract, and they called for tenders.
What was the result? An American
firm obtained the contract, but the
Americans very soon disappeared, and
they found that the Hon. A. B. Foster
was the contractor. Very little work
was done before Mr. Foster abandoned
the undertaking, and finally the Gov-
ernment had given him full value for
all he had done, paying him in cash
$100,000. The contractor was to have
received so muci money and so much
land per mile; and, though this was
the case, and though Mr. Foster had
not fulfilled his engagements, that
amount was paid in hard cash. In
what position was this line to-day?
The First Minister had not placed a
dollar in the Estimates for this road,
though last year about a million of
money had been voted for this purpose.
He supposed that the First Minister
would yet tell them that it would be a
waste of money to build this road.
Nevertheless, the line from Fort
William westward and another portion
was under contract. What had Quebec
donc to be refused justice by hon.
gentlemen opposite. The Ministry,
during their first year of office, had
controlled a majority of votes from
that Province ; and was it because this
majority, during the present Session,
had abandoned the Government, that
an injustice was committed towards
Quebec ? Not one of the hon. gentle-
men opposite would say that the votes
in the Estimates were just towards
that Province, and he was glad they
were silent on the subject, because it
showed that they felt that the Govern-
ment was acting unjustly in this
relation. The hon. member for
North York had spoken of sectionalism.
This was the term used when the repre-
sentatives of the Province of Quebec
alluded to such matters, but it was not
sectionalism when such remarks re-
ferred to Ontario. The representatives
of Quebec were to keep their mouths
closed and not say" boo,"though treated
with the greatest injustice by the'
Government. He was not disposed t»
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submit in silence to this treatment.
At all events, he was bound as a mem
ber of the flouse and the representa,
tive of a constituency to raise his voice
in protest against it. They had done
nothing to merit this treatment, or
the deprivation of their just rights.
But, when the term of this Parlia-
ment expired, the electors of the
Province would speak and let the Gov-
ernment know how they appreciated
the course pursued towards them. The
majority of the represen tatives opposed
to the Government would then be
largely increased. Under the Pacifie
Railway Act, tenders should have
been asked for the construction of the
Fort Frances Locks, but this had not
been done. The work bad been carried
forward by day's labour. The reason
for acting so was said to be owing to
the distance of this region from the
settlcments, preventing the letting of
it out by contract; but the portion of
the Pacifie Railway north of the canal
bad been let out by contract, and there
was no reason why this could not have
been done in the other case. The
Superintendent was instructed to be
guided by the wages paid to labourers
and mechanics on the Pacifie -Railway
to the east and west of this point, and
if this coild be done by the Superin-
tendent, it could surely have also been
done by a contractor. Then the Rail-
way Act would have been observed
instead of baving been violated. Be-
sides, this work was not required, and
the money spent on it was wasted.
There were seven feet of water on the
Bills, while above or below it, the
water was only 4j feet deep, or less.
Ralf a million would have to be spent
to secure the same depth of water all
through; and when would this be
done? This work was being built,
according to the hon. gentleman oppo-
site, only for the purposes of the rail-
way, and it was not required. The
Railway Act contained a special clause
relating to the telegraph line, as fol-
lOws:-

'A line of electric telegraph shall be con-
structed in advance of the said railway and
branches, along their whole extent respective-
li, as soon as practicable after the location of
the line shall have been determined upon."

(Jonsequently it was not to be built
for the purposes of an ordinary line,

but along the line of the Pacific Rail-
way; but the hon. gentleman opposite
had not located one foot of the road
when they gave out the contract for
the construction of this line; 100 or
200 miles from the route might be fol-
lowed by the Pacific Railway. The
hon. gentleman had discovered bis error
last year, and had stopped the work.
The contractor, who was a worthy
man, had been put to great expense, and
no doubt would have a large claim
against the Government. This con-
tract had also been awarded
in violation of the terms of an
Act of Parliament, and it was
not authorized by the House.
The fourth reckless expenditure of the
Government was in connection with
the purchase of steel rails. le would
not enter into the details of this trans-
action. The Government knew when
the rails were purchased that they
would not be required for three years,
indeed only 2,295 tons had been
used up to the lst January, 1877.
About 10,000 or 11,000 had been used
on the Intercolonial, which was in
direct violation of the Act of Parlia-
ment. The hon. gentleman said the
Chief Engineer recommended the pur-
chase. Mr. Fleming could give proper
advice on engineering matters, but
this was a matter on which any good
business man could decide, and there
was no reason why the Chief Engineer
should be made the scapegoat for the
mistake of the Government. The Gov-
ernment wore responsible for the trans-
action, and the country would hold
them responsible for it. When pressed
about expending money without the
authority ot Parliament, the hon. the
Minister of Public Works said the hon.
member for Kingston (Sir John A.
Macdonald) expended $350,000 on the
Lower St. Lawrence wharves without
parliamentary sanction. That was a
mistake. That expenditure took place
one or two years previous to the
accession of the hon. member for
Kingston to offce. It was in Septem-
ber, 1854, when that hon. gentleman
entered the Government, and the Min-
ister who had expended the money,
the Hon. Mr. Shepherd, went out in
the following January. The hon.
member for Kingston was only two
or three months in the Govern-
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ment before Hon. Mr. Shepherd
went out, and it was under the
administration of the latter that
the money was spent. le could not
agree with the hon. the Minister of In-
land Revenue that Quebec was being
looked after in regard to the Pacifie
.Railway ; every fair-thinking man in
the Province must see that it was being
neglected by the Government. The
Administration had not dealt with this
work according to the spirit or letter
of the law, and hence the great dissat-
isfaction in regard to their course. The
hon. gentleman (Mr. Mackenzie) de-
clared that the late Government did
not accept the lowest tender in giving
out a contract for harbour improve-
ments somewhere west of Goderich.
1f that were so they had good cause
for it. The man's securities probably
were not good, or the Government
were dissatisfied with his ability; but,
ut any rate, an Order in Council would
be passed in accordance with the law,
before this step was taken. Although
he could not remember the circum-
stances, the hon. gentleman would
have the papers in his office and he
could easily ascertain the facts. He
thanked the House for the attention
they had given him, and would simply
say that lie would support the motion
of the hon member for Cumberland.

Mr. IAGGART said, before he ans-
wered any of the remarks of the hon.
inember for North York (Mr.Dymond),
he might state that lie was in no way
connected with the Pacifie Scandal;
that he received no money to assist him
in any election; that to his knowiedge
no money had ever been spent to influ-
ence the electors whom he represented;
and, therefore, the tu quoque argument
would not apply to him. If the report
of the Immigration Committee was
correct, if the evidence given by gen-
tlemen to that Committee was borne
out by the facts, there were 300,000
square miles of good arable land in the
North-West, or in the neighborhood of
245,000,000 acres, which would give a
farm of 250 acres to 1,000,000 farmers,
and maintain a population of 40,000,-
000. If, independent of Manitoba, we
had such a reserve as that, he main-
tained that the Government were
wanting in energy and enterprise in
not pushing the railroad into that sec-

Mr. LIANGEVIN.

tion. This was of double importance
in view of the fact that to the south of
this land there was a country rapidly
increasing in population, and it might
shortly become difficult for us to hold
any of that territory if steps were not
taken to colonize it. What bad the
Government done towards building the
road. They had let contracts for the
portion from somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of Fort Garry or Selkirk to a
place called Keewatin, and from Thun-
der Bay in the direction of Keewatin.
The hon. the Minister of Publie
Works, when asked if it was the
intention to let the contracts this year
for the intervening portions, said he
was not prepared to do so. The proba-
bilities were, as remarked by one of the
members of the Government in the
Senate, and by hon. m2mbers of this
House, that there would be no railway
communication to that country for the
next seven years. That was not ful-
filling the hopes and wishes of the
country. The people were willing to
embark in the enterprise, and would
take all the risk on their own shoul-
ders, and the Government which would
accomplish this work most rapidly
would have the confidence of a great
portion of the people of the country.
To his astonishment, the hon. the Min-
ister of Public Works, in his speech on
this subject, made no refèrence to the
charge he (Mr. laggart) made a short
time ago-that there had been impro-
per contracts and transactions in regard
to constructing the Georgian Bay
Branch of the Pacifie Railway and
Canada Central connection. No ans-
wer was made to the charge preferred
by the hon. member for Cumberland
in regard to the extravagant price paid
for the carriage of rails from Duluth
to Fort Garry ; but the hon. gentleman
interlarded his remarks by referring
to the interest the hon. member for
Selkirk had in this transaction. That
was a portion of the charge which was
denied. If the hon. gentleman had
considered a little he would not have
thought that any British subject would
have a direct interest in boats sailing
in American waters. If his informa-
tion was correct there was no difficulty
in the way of making a contract with
the railway running from Duluth to
Moorhead for the transportation of
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these rails at $5 a ton ; and
for carrying them from Moorbead
to Red River, $2 to $3 per ton would
be a lair charge. But $15 per ton had
been paid for the transportation of the
rails, which was about double what
ought to have been. In comparing
the dates of the opening and closing of
navigation at the proposed terminus on
the Kaministiquia, the hon. member
for Cumberland was quite right in
reading the report as he did; it could
not be read in any other way. There
was a debate on the subject in the
Senate a few days ago, and the report
was read in exactly the same way.
With regard to the claims of Prince
Arthur's Landing, ho would read the
following portion of the petition of
Peter Nicholson and 100 other residents
in that section :-

" It is an undisputed fact that the Kamin-
istiquia River is closed by ice several weeks
earlier than the Bay, the average time of the
river freezing up being the first week in
November; this is a disqualification affecting
the river for being made the final terminus
of the railway on Lake Superior, the impor.
tance of which cannot be over-estimated, as
the fall of the year is the period during which
the heaviest shipments are made ; therefore,
if the railwav terminate at Fort William, ail
late freight xvould have to go by Duluth, thus
losing a large amount of money to Canada,
besides building up American lines in oppo-
sition to ours; in the same way shippers in
the West would ship viâ Dnluth, rather than
risk having their freight left over for an
entire season at Fort William."

He had also a letter from Captain
Dick, who had been a shipowner and
sailor in that district, and who was
quite competent to speak on the sub-
ject, and would be heard with respect,
in which he said:

" Another point to be considered is the
earlier freezing of the river ; the first frost
closes it. I have seen people skating on it
in the end of October, and in the bay there
is never a particle of ice to be seen, outside
the bar, before December is well advanced,
and rarely enough to im pede vessels before
the end of that month. Six weeks longer of
navigation may prove to be a matter of infi-
Dite importance to the North-West, when
agricultural produce comes to be carried."

If the information he had was cor-
rect, the finest bay on Lake Superior
was that on which Prince Arthur's
Landing was situated. It was strange
that the terminus of our Pacific
Railway was not there situated, in-

stead of five miles up that creek, the
Kaministiquia, which never could be
made available unless by a large
expenditure for dredging, and even
then the narrowness of the stream pre-
cluded its being used by vessels
to the extent expected from the
great traffic of the North-West.
The price paid for the land at this
place for railway purposes was most
extraordinary. It was a price which
the Premier could not at all justify.
The Act declared how these lands were
to be valued, and it would be found at
the registry office that lots for which
the Government paid from $250 to $300,
on the average, were purchased a few
years ago at $4. But he now came to
the matter upon which he desired par-
ticularly to dwell. A short time ago,
when moving for papers, he had made
a statement in reference to the con-
tract with the Hon. A. B. Foster and
the Canada Central and Georgian Bay
Railway. He would, in the first place,
deal with the Georgian Bay contract.
He took exception to the manner in
which that contract was granted. It
was true Parliament gave the power
to the Minister of Public Works to
award the contract. But the Govern-
ment took powers which had never
been taken in any other case. It was
one of the stipulations that contracts
let should be submitted to Par-
liament. The contracts were laid
upon the table of the House for one
month, but it was impossible to
get a debate upon the matter. The
peculiar part of the arrangement was
this: That no person who was a con-
tractor, or who proposed to be a con-
tractor, could know when the Govern-
ment intended to take the line off his
hands. This road, particularly during
the winter months, must be running at
a dead loss to the contractor, unless
the contractor had confidential rela-
tions with the Government, so as to
know when they would pay the full
cost of the road and ten per cent. of
the amount expended. It was useless
to tender, consequently no well-known
names in connection with railway
building tendered for the construction
of this line. There were three tender-
ers, It was first given to a man
named Musson and afterwards to the
Hon. A. B. Foster. But that gentle-
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man did not complete the line, giving as
a reason that a practicable route could
not be found. He believed, however,
that a favourable route had since been
found from Cantin's Bay to a place
called Burnt Lake, situated within the
four townships mentioned by the hon.
the First Minister as the terminus of
the road. Some hon. members seemed
to think that the road would touch
Pembroke. But if it were built in that
direction it would never reach Pem-
broke. The road from Pembroke was
impracticable, as the line was now lo-
cated, and the connection would be by
Ottawa and Renfrew. The contract
with the Hon. A. B. Foster was can-
celled. -He was to have deposited a
certain amount of money for the secur-
ity of the fulfilment of the contract.
lHe was also to show that he was pos-
sessed of a capital equal to $4,000 per
mile of the road to be constructed, and
to deposit one quarter in cash. But
there was no evidence that he had
shown to the Government that he had
any capital at all. The amount of
cash security, $85,000, was deposited in
the Ontario Bank. There was an or-
der made that he was to have bis
amount returned, and also the amount
which he had expended upon the road
as far as it could be shown that it would
be useful in the building of the Geor-
gian Bay Branch. He (Mr. Haggart)
was now coming to the extraordinary
payments made to the Hon. A. B. Fos-
ter. The account which he presented
for payment on the 1st February, was
in the neighbourhood of $38,000, be-
side office expenses, the fee of the con-
sulting engineer and ten per cent.
for contingencies, which three
last items were disallowed and
struck off by the hon. the Premier.
The amount he actually received, how-
ever, was $41,000. It might be inter-
esting to notice some of the items.
One of them was $9,000 for building
a wharf and store house at the mouth
of the Krench River. The me-
ohanics' and labourers' account was in
the neighbourhood of $4,800, of which
a mechanical engineer received $2,500
for superintending, being at -the rate
of $250 per month. The whole account
was the most extraordinary ever pre-
sented to any Committee. Mr. Poster
could not furn ish vouchers enough for

Mr. HAGGART.

even the amount lie received from the
Government. They had really paid
him $1,500 more than was shown by
the vouchers he presented. But the
most extraordinary portion of this
transaction was the following :-The
Government issued a Minute in Council
or memorandum, whereby they agreed
to give so much per mile to a connect-
ing road with this branch. This was
given to the Canada Central Railway
Company, which, in its turn, was to
enter into a contract with a capable
person. This they did through their
President, Mr. Redhead, with the Hon.
A. B. Foster. He (Mr. Haggart) mon-
tioned this to show that the Govern-
ment in no manner of way was
connected with the lon. A. B. Foster.
The contract was with the Canada
Central Railway Company. When
the Public Accounts came down there
was an item of $ 109,000 paid to the
Hon. A. B. Foster for rails at Renfrew
for the Georgian Bay Branch of
the Canadian Pacific Railway, Ren-
frew being a distance of 132 miles
from such Branch. The House was
afterwards told that a mistake was
made; that it was a payment on behalf
of the Canada Central Railway. He
(Mr. laggart) knew there was no such
quantity of rails there. He knew there
were no rails delivered along that line
of the route as contemplated by the
contract. He asked the hon. the
Premier across the floor of the House
whether he did not know that there
was not a ton of rails delivered over
the line, that there was not a rail within
sixteen mi les by waggon ro, te of where
the rubsidized line of the Canada Cen-
tral commenced. The hon. the Premier
said he did not wish to be insulted by
the hon. member for Lanark, and that
he had paid this amount on the certifi-
cate of an Engineer. He (Mr. Haggart)
would say there was no such certifi-
cate. The certificate of Sandford
Fleming for the payment of these rails
was to the effect that the Hon. A. B.
Foster had delivered a certain quan-
tity of rails at Renfrew, and Foster said
they were for the Canada Central Ril-
way. There was no enquiry as to the
quality of the rails. The enormous
price of $48 a ton was paid, and they
were of the same kind as in his bank-
ruptcy case Mr. Foster was contending
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were worthless. They were not one
size of rails even. One kind was set
down for 601b. to the yard and another
kind 561b. to the yard. By informa-
tion he received these alleged 56 lb.
were only 54 lb. to the yard. The Hon.
A. B. Poster was paid on that transac-
tion $68,000. He (Mr. Iaggart) be-
lieved that there was a decision in the
Courts that, where advances were made
by the Minister of Public Works on
supplies for the purpose of carrying on
a contract, unless the property
was on land belonging to the Govern-
ment, or in some way transferred to
them, they ranked the same as any
other creditor. This was on property
belonging to the Canada Central
Railway, twelve miles away from the
commencement of this road. The
Government had no control over the
property any more than any of the
creditors of the Hon. A. B. Poster,
the Canada Central, which had the
contract with the Goverrnent, not
appearing in the transaction. But it
seemed Mr. Foster was in a hurry for
the mioney, and he got it. Another
peculiarity about the matter was this:
An enquiry was instituted by the
Department into the alleged difference
between the rails at Renfrew and
those paid for. It then appeared that
the Hon. A. B. Foster, for the purpose
of finishing the road to Pembroke, bad
borrowed 100 tons of these rails.
When the Deputy Minister of Public
Works asked for security for these rails,
Mr. Poster gave South-Eastern Railway
bonds, although the Deputy Minister
did not know their value, which were
now known to be worthless. The
Deputy Minister admitted that this was
the first transaction of the kind the
Department had ever entered into.
But Mr. Poster not only took 100 tons
of these rails on a nominal security,
but he took 127 tons more without the
knowledge of the Department. Even
if the Government had any claims on
the rails, and they had been delivered
on the subsidized portion of the Canada
Central Railway Company, they had
no right to pay the Hon. A. B. Éoster.
Their contract was not with him but
with the Canada Central Railway Com-
pany. This accounted for the strange
-entry in the Public Accounts. It
anight be presumed that before pay-

ment could be made the account had
to pass the Audit Department. When
an account on behalf of the Hon. A. B.
Poster came for rails to the amount of
$68,000, the Auditor-General could not
pass it as a payment to the Canada
Central Railway Company; and it
could pass through the Audit Depart-
ment in no other manner than as a
payment for the Georgian Bay Branch.
It was a most extraordinary circum-
stance. He could not see how the
Auditor-General, who was so very care-
ful in other matters, could ever allow
such a thing to be done, for it was the
payment of a sum of money to the bon.
A. B. Foster to which that gentleman
had no claim whatever. He (Mr.
Haggart) wished to draw particular
attention to the case of the Hon. A. B.
Poster. He was one of the parties con-
nected with the celebrated "Pacifie
Railway Ring." fIe was the gentle-
man who furnished the noted letter at
the time of the McMullen developments
a few years ago. He was a strong
supporter of the right hon. member for
Kingston. If there was anything
wrong in the whole transaction he was
as much to blame as any of the others.
His reason for turning round and sup-
porting the present Government then
could not have been because he was
shocked at the developments which
took place at that time. Shortly
afterwards the Hon. A .B. Foster pro-
posed the hon. the Postmaster-General
for election, although, up to that time
they had been political opponents. It
was a notorious fact that the informa-
tion used to turn out the late Govern-
ment was furnished by the Hon. A. B.
Poster, and everybody in the country
expected that the hon gentleman
would receive his reward for the same.
And he did. The manner in which the
contracts for the Georgian Bay Branch
and the Canada Central Railway were
let showed it. No man not in
the confidence of the Government so as
to know when the Government would
take the work off his bands could
make a satisfactory contract; and it
was here that Mr. Poster had the ad-
vantage. These extraordinary trans-
actions in reference to the Canada
Central Railway and the Georgian
Bay Branch of the Canadian Pacifie
Railway could be accounted for in no
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other manner than that the Hou.
A. B. Foster was entitled to consider-
ations which no other contractor
could have, and he got those conside-
rations, too. It migbt be supposed that,
at some future time, the connection
with the Carada Central Railway would
be made. The hon. the Premier had
denied that Douglas was the commence-
ment of theroad. In his evidence be-
fore the Cominttee, that hon. gentle-
man wanted to make the point that the
120 miles might overlap the village of
Douglas, and come over to the town of
Renfrew. In bis speech, when asked
where the commencement of the road
would be, ho replied that it would be
in the vicirity of Douglas, or on a line
between Douglas and Pembroke. That

Soint would be still further from Ren-
frew than Douglas was itself, But the

measurenent made by the Hon. A. B.
Foster showod that this distance from
Renfrew to the Georgian Bay Branch
was 132 miles. The contract with the
Hon.A.B.Foster was for 120 miles. The
commencement of the subsidized por-
tion of the Canada Central Railway was,
therefore, two miles westward of Doug-
las. The whole 1,900 tons of rails would
only lay seven miles of the subsidized
portion of the Canada Central Railway
Company along with the portion from
Renfrew to Douglas, which was twelve
miles. The Government ought not to
have paid one cent on these rails. The
whole transaction was most disgrace-
fui. 1e had taken particular pains to
enquire into it on account of the in-
sulting statement of the hon. the
Premier to him. lie had a perfect
right to ask the question which he
had. He asked it in a civil ma-nner
and was entitled to a civil answer.
The hon. the Premier had tried to,
bluff him, but he had not succeeded.
These payments ought only to bave
been made on the certificate of the
Engineer appointed by the Govern-
ment. Mr. Sandford Fleming, the
Engineer, stated in his evidence before
the Public Accounts Committee that
he made out no such certificate. The
hon. the Premier had stated that lie
would ask for Committees next Session
to enquire into what he called the
" slanders" circulated at pic-nies by
the Opposition. Had there been a
graver charge against the Premier

Mr. HAGGAT.

than this? Let him appoint a Com-
mittee to enquire into it. le (Mr.
Haggart) hoped to see the tine when
there would be a Governinent in power
who would answer the wishes of the
people, and would proceed in a proper
manner with the construction of that
great work which they desired so much
to see accomplished.

Mr. DEWDNEY said that, when the
hon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
Tupper) submitted his motion to the
House, he was under the impression
that the debate would be co. fined to
the British Columbia view of the case;
as, however, that hon. member had
opened up the whole question of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway policy, he
would take that opportunit y of offering
a few remarks, and stating the position
he proposed to take with regard to it.
As a British Columbian, knowing his
country thoroughly, probably as well
as any man in it, knowing the diffi-
culties that had to be contended with,
both on account of the engineering
problems to be solved and the unrea-
sonableness of a portion of their popula-
tion, he had always taken a fair and
moderate view of the situation in
British Columbia, not only when the
late Government was in power, at a
time when they were attacked for not
commencing construction on the 20th
July, 1873, but sinec the present
Administration acceded to office. If
the question were confinod to British
Columbia alone, he would probabiy be
found voting with the Govern-
ment. He did that last year when
the hon. member for Victoria (Mr.
DeCosmos) brought forward the
resolution which was justly character-
ized by the right hon. member for
Kingston as a purelv selfish motion;
but, if on this occasion ho (Mir. Dewd-
ney) voted against the motion of the
hon. member for Cumberland, he
thought he would be laying himself
open to the same accusation that was
made against the hon. member for
Victoria last year, viz., that of selfish-
ness; for, however satisfactory the
position of affairs in British Columbia
might be to him personally or to
the district ho had the honour to re-
present, in view of the course adopted
by the Government, lie would not be
doing his duty as a Canadian if he voted
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against the motion. It was very true
that on more than one occasion the
hon. the Premier had given his opinion
very decidedly as to bis wish to ses
the Canadian Pacifie Railway con-
structed. And, although that hon.
gentleman had on several occasions
spoken of it as an enormous undertak-
ing, and also estimated the cost at a
very high figure, he still believed he
was in earnest when he stated that it
was a necessity and must be con-
structed. But what was the course fol-
lowed by the lion. gentlemen who sat
bebind the Premier ? Whenever a
point was made adverse to the road,
whenever an enormous estimate was
put upon the cost of construction, it
was cheered, and those significant
cheers and cries of "hear, hear " so
frequently occurred from hon. gen-
tlemen behind the hon. Premier
as to lead to the belief that,
whatever sincerity there might be
in the expressions of the leader of the
Government with regard to thatunder-
taking, there was very little among
the large majority of his supporters.
He (Mr. Dewdney) had listened very
attentively to every word uttered by
the hon. member for Cumberland, and
had also listened to the remarks of
hon. gentlemen opposite, and he must
say he bad failed to see that the Gov-
ernment had answered the accusations
made by the hon. member for Cum-
berland. He had never wished or
intended that it should be supposed
that he held any ideas implying dis-
honesty in the actions of the Govern-
ment; whatever mistakes they had
committed he had always consid-
ered as mistakes of judgment,
and thought of them as noth-
ing else. But they were respon-
sible for those mistakes of judgment,
and if they were continued it would be
very long before they saw a sod turned
in British Columbia. The hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland had referred to
the estimates made of the cost of the
Canadian Pacif c Railway by hon. gen-
tlemen opposite. Last year when ad-
dressing the House, he (Mr. Dewd-
ney) also gave his ideas of what he
thought the Railway would cost. He
was glad to observe that the estimate
of the hon. Premier for the railroad
through the section of country between

Lake Superior and Red River was very
nearly the same as he (Mr. Dewdney)
laid before the House at that
time. In an article published in
the Globe on August 31st last
year, he found an estimate in which
the whole length of the road froi Lake
Superior to the Pacifie Ocean was di-
vided into sections, very similar to
thos e adopted by himself, and the whole
cost was placed at three millions less
than he estinated it last year. His
estimate was $54,000,000, while that
gave by the Globe was $50,900,000. He
mentioned the circumstance to show
that the Globe must have received that
information from the Goveriment-for
no one else possessed it-and, further,
to show that beyond a doubt the road
could be built from Lake Superior to
the Pacifie Ocean for from $50,OOOOOO
to $54,O00,000. He would now ask the
attention of the Hlouse for a few mo-
ments while he referred to the question
of the route in British Columbia. It
would be within the recollection of
hon. members that on several occasions
he had discussed the subject. His action
in that direction had been characterized
very unfairly by hon. members from
his own Province, and not only by them,
but, when last spring ho wrote a letter
to the hon. the Premier setting forth
the advantages of the Fraser River
route, he was characterized in the news-
papers as being sectional. In that let-
ter he stated as follows.-

"In mv endeavours to bring to your
notice the clains of the Burrard Inlet and
Fraser routes, I would disclaim any intention
of arguing that the line should be made to
run through such portion of the country as
is already settled, because of such settlement.
I hold that the interest of the Dominion as a
whole should be looked to in a matter of
this kind, and that it would not be at all fair
for a small 1population such as ours o
attempt to dictate a route to a people who
must for al time to come bear the conse-
quence of any mistake that may bc made in
selecting a line."

Those we sentiments he had always
advocated when he brought the ques-
tion before the House, and, if anything
further was required to vindicate him-
self before Parliament, he asked hon.
members to refer to the report of Mr.
Sandford Fleming submitted during
the last few days. It was not
worth while to read several pages, but

The Canadian [Arai 24, 1877]



1792 The Canadian

ho would read one or two extracts to
sho* that the Chief Engineer to-day
took a similar view to what he (Mr.
Dewdney) did in his letter to the hon.
the Premier last spring. Mr. Fleming
said:

" The cost, however, of one line is of little
use in making a comparison of routes; but
as estimates, even if only rough approxima-
tions, if the other lines are denanded it
becomes expedient to adopt some method by
which the information may be obtained."

He had always contended that the
Fraser River route should be surveyed
before estimates could be made. Mr.
Fleming further said:

" The only way in which estimates can be
formed of the other lines is by a study of the
profiles and the other data of the surveys;

comparing the various portions of each
line, the one with the other, and with a coin-
mon standard; and by applying the rule of
proportion to sections which correspond in
general character, but are different in length.

" Some difficulty has been experienced
in making this comparison, owing to many
important documents and memoranda con-
nected with the survey having been destroyed
by the fire of 1874, when the ofices of the
survey were burnt. It has not been possible
to replace many of the plans and papers
which were lost; consequently the precise in-
formation then recorded, which lias not since
been reproduced, is not now available. Every
care bas, however, been taken with the data
at comnand to arrive at as accurate results
as possible.

"A comparison of the estimates which
have been formed shows that Route No. 2,
from Yellow flead Pass to Burrard Inlet
may, with a judiciously selected location, be
,established and completed for about
$2,000,000 more than Route No. 6, termninat-
ing at Waddington Harbour. No. 2 has a
much greater length of very heavy works,
but the extrenie length from Yellow Head to
the tide water is some fifty-three miles
shorter, and thus the common mileage
charges, embracing permanent way, rolling
stock, and varions other services, form a
reduction in the cost of the line to Burrard
Inlet."

Mr. Fleming went on to say:

" The characteristics of a railway have
much to do with its capacity for business,
and the cost of maaintainng and operating it.
The route which will, in the highest degree,
admit of low gradients, easy alignment, and
permanent1y firm road bed, at the least
annual outlay, is the one most capable of
transporting cheaply. In this respect, there
can scarcely be a doubt as to Route No. 2,
terminating at Burrard Inlet, being the be-t."

That was the route he (Mr. Dewd-
naey) had urged for adoption. Those

Mr. DiwDNEY.

were some of the recommendations
made in Mr. Fleming's report, and
they were quite sufficient to vindicate
the position ho (Mr. Dewdney) had
taken in years gone by. But certain
misstatements had been made with
restect to that route to which he wish-
ed to refer. The hon. member for
Victoria (Mr. DeCosmos) the other
evening had endeavoured to show that
the population on Bute Inlet route,
which that hon. member had been
advocating, was larger than the
population of the Fraser River
route, and, in order to prove his asser-
tion, ho read from the Voters' List in
British Columbia. But, whether there
were only two or three thousand peo-
ple on the Fraser route, ho (Mr. Dewd-
ney) could tell the House that from
the summit of the Rocky Mountains to
Bute Inlet, outside of the Hudson
Bay Company's posts, there was not
a white man living within from fifty
to one hundred miles of the proposed
line. He held in his hand the land re-
turns of British Columbia showing the
number of entries made under the Land
Act, and found that, even including
Vancouver Island and the whole of the
Bute Inlet route, the number of records
made was, in 1875, 89, while on the
Fraser River route the number was
551, out of which there were in the
New Westminster and Yale districts
through which the Fraser route
ran, 479. In 1876 there were
in Vancouver Island 42, on the
mainland, 378, of which 312 were
in the district of Yale and New
Westminster. Thus, he had show-n
that, so far as land was concerned, the
facts were against the contention of
the hon. member for Victoria, and the
records showed that immigrants went
in the direction of New Westminster
rather than along the route advocated
by that hon. member. He (Mr.
Dewdney) stated the other day that he
had statistics to show that a line
through British Columbia by the
Fraser River route would be able to
contribute something in the shape of
local traffic. He did not know whother
hon. members were acquainted with
Columbia River; if not, ho would tell
them that a large quantity of grain
was transported down that river and
shipped to foreign markets every year.
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From Portland to Astoria, wheat was
transported a distance of 404 miles,
partly by water and partly by rail, and
was handled eight times, for $6 per ton.
From Okanagon to Burrard Inlet it was
358 milesand the present rate of freight
was $51 per ton.With a railway through
the canyons of the Fraser, they could
carry wheat from Okanagon to Burrard
Inlet for $6 per ton; and in the
Okanagon and Kamloops country they
could raise for exportation, after sup-
plying their home demand, some 50,000
tons. Every one must know that the
southern portion of British Columbia
was the only section where large grain
crops could be grown, and it only re-
quired an opening to the seaboard not
only to raise sufficient grain for their
own consumption; but also to transport
to foreign markets. He was now speak-
ing of the country to the east
side of the Cascade Mountains, a
large extent of country on the
Lower Fraser not being taken into
consideration. When the lion. the
Premier spoke of commencing work
at Yale he gave it as his opinion that it
would be advantageous to do so on ac-
count of having the river navigatioen
for a hundred miles ; but he made a
mistake when he said the river was
open all the year round. It was gen-
erally closed during two or three
months ; though sometimes it was
open all the year to steamships. An
advantage he (Mr. Dewdney) saw in
commencing the construction of the
railway from Yale was that as soon as
the road pierced the Cascade Moun-
tains the wheat growing country to
which he had referred would be opened
up, from whence grain could be export-
ed not only to foreign markets, but
supplies could be furnished for the
road during const'uction from Yale to
Burrard Inlet. The question had
been raised, and he had heard it before,
in regard to the Fraser River line run-
ning close to the American frontier.
le had always considered that would

be an advantage rather than otherwise.
He had always contended that easy
communication with the system of rail-
ways in Oregon and Washington Ter-
ritory would be an advantage.
With reference to the commercial
aspect of the case, the lion. member
for Charlevoix had said there would

113

be many miles of towing at Burrard
Inlet. He (Mr. Dewdney) contended
that when sailing vessels entered the
Strait of Fuca they should always be
taken in tow, and whether they were
towed 70, 50 or 60 miles made very
little difference. The eastern trade
would all be done by large sized
vessels. If they were to bave a rail-
way at all, they must have one that
would compete with other roads.
There was a chance of the Northern
Pacific Railway being built, and there
were other American linos, and this
road must be placed in a favourable
position to compete wiih them. It
would be much better to locate the
line where it would command some
business than where it would secure
no business at all ; and, if the
terminus was fixed at Waddington
Harbour, it would get none. If, on
the other hand, the Northern
Pacific Railway was not built, this
route would obtain all the business of
Washington Territory and Oregon-a
very great advantage. He knew some-
thing about the more northerly, the
Port Essington route. Seven or eight
years ago, he had been engaged by the
Local Government to make explora-
tions about the mouth of the Skeena
River and the Peace River country.
He knew this section thoroughly. He
did not object to the explorations pro-
posed by the Premier in this quarter,
and he was quite sure that a great deal
of valuable information would be ob-
tained, and the Government would find,
he believed, that, next to the southern
portion of the Province, it was the

est part of British Columbia. There
were very large tracts of magnificent
land in this section, capable
of sustaining a very numerous
population. But as to its being suit-
able for the Pacific Railway, he thought
that the Premier would discover that
it was not as favourable for this pur-
pose as the lion. gentleman might now
expect; and that it would be impos-
sible to leave the Skeena River at a
less distance than 130 or 140 miles
from its mouth to strike into the lake
country of which the hon. gentleman
had spoken. If this was the case
and he was confident of it-the line
if built in this quarter must be some
75 or 100 miles longer than if located
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to Burrard Inlet. He thought that,
when the contract for the telegraph
line was awarded, from Cache Creek
to Edmonton, this was the proper
route. It was a great pity that the
contractor had not been allowed to
proceed with it. He believed that,at the
time this contract was let, the Govern-
ment favoured the Fraser River route.
The Premier knew that the telegraph
line must be connected with the present
system of telegraph lines in British
Columbia. The distance from Edmon-
ton to Bute Inlet was 833 miles, and
an additional distance of 75 miles
would be required to connect with the
present line, making a total of 908
miles, while the distance from Edmon-
ton to Burrard Inlet was f744 miles,
and 200 miles of the telegraph
line had already been built by
the Western Union Telegraph Com.
pany, leaving only 544 miles on the
Fraser River route to be constructed,
as against 908 miles by the other
route. This he considered a very
strong argument in favour of the con-
struction of this line to where they all
believed the terminus of the railway
would ultimately be located. Last year,
he had stated that, if he found that the
Government were prepared so to con-
tinue their Pacifie Railway policy as
to satisfy British Columbia, he would
give them his support in the House
and in the Province on that question.
He was sincere when he made this
promise on the 5th of April, last
year; but, two days subsequently,
during his absence, the hon. mem-
ber for West Middlesex moved a
resolution which he considered
to be very unfair, unnecessary
and calculated to arouse feelings of
animosity in the breasts of all British
Columbians. The hon. member for
Cumberland had referred to this reso-
lution as having been written by a
Minister and passed to the hon. mem-
ber for Middlesex. He found that, at
the time, neither the right hon. mem
ber for Kingston nor the hon. member
for Cumberland were in the House;
it was near the close of the Session
when the House was disorganized, and
the motion took the members by sur-
prise. He doubted very much whether,
if these hon. gentlemen had been pres-
ent, this motion would have been sub-

Mr. DEWuNEY.

mitted. He concluded by stating that
he should support the motion of the
hon. member for Cumberland.

Mr. PLUMB said, when the present
Government took office, the question as
to the construction of the Pacific Rail-
way was the most important matter
before them. They had chosen to adopt
a policy entirely different from that
adopted in this relati9n by their prede-
cessors; and now, after three years had
elapsed, Parliament was called upon to
review this policy. This great project
was one which the Parliament and the
people of Canada had ratified and adopt-
ed, and they would never be satisfied
until it was carried out to completion.
A large expenditure of money had been
made on surveys; and at the present
time about 240 miles were under con-
tract. The line between Fort William
and Red River had been located far
north of the original location ; and be-
tween the eastern and western ter-
minus was supplemented with water-
stretches, which would be closed up
in winter. One of the great objects for
which the road was projected in the
first instance was to people the exten-
sive and fertile lands in the North-
West. Hon. gentlemen opposite had
opposed the construction of the road in
every possible manner ; and had ex-
aggerated the engineering and finan-
cial difficulties in the way. The reso-
lution proposed by the hon. member for
Cumberland was one which might very
properly be submitted to the favour-
able consideration of the House. Dur-
ing the past three years, the whole
course of the Government in this regard
had been one of hesitation and vacil-
lation, their policy had been half-
hearted, and bore evidence that they
were not inclined to fulfil the great
trust placed in their hands, by building
this road. Many of the arguments
used against this scheme had been
brought forward against the Interco-
lonial Railway, which, notwithstanding
the great depression in commerce, and
the fact that this was one of the most
unfavourable seasons for railways that
had been kpown for twenty or thirty
years, had shown that it would not be
the great burden on the country
that had been predicted. The loss in
working it the last six months had been
but thirteen thousand dollars and
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lie believed that, if properly managed,
having no rivals, the Intercolonial
Railway would not only pay expenses
and for repairs, but also yield a revenue
besides. Hon. gentlemen opposite had
thrown every obstacle in the way of
the building of the Pacific Railway,
and the expenditure that would entail
had been enormously exaggerated.
The North-West Territories could not
be settled until this line was con-
structed. They had been told by the
Premier that it was originally pro-
jected to serve a temporary political
purpose, and that there was no good
faith in regard to it on that side of the
House. They were also told that it
would be impossible to build the road
with any resources Canada could com-
mand, and the speeches of the hon. the
Finance Minister tended to depress
and understate the resources of the
country and to create a distrust of any
plan which might be necessary for the
construction of this great work. They
had an admission from the hon. the
First Minister that the line from Fort
William to Red River might be a mis-
take with respect to utilizing the water
route, and also in regard to one prom-
inent act with reference to this road-
the large purchase of steel rails. He
supposed the hon. gentleman claimed
that the latter was a commercial
transaction, and that he purchased
the rails according to the best
of his judgment. But his side
of the House urged that wben
the rails were bought there was no
prospect of their being required for a
long time to come. It was stated that
the Chief Engineer recommetnded the
purchase. The Chief Engineer was
but an instrument in the hands of the
Government; he knew nothing as to
the speed with which the construction
of the line was to be prosecuted, and
wae,therefore, not in a position to judge
as to the advisability or inadvisability
of the purchase. They claimed that the
rails were purchased in a falling mar-
ket, and, moreover, that the Govern-
ment was not a speculator, and had no
right to say " We will buy this or that
because it is at a low price." If that
principle were carried into other
Departments, it would result in
a worse state of things than
was indicated by the purchase of

113k

steel rails. This whole matter was a
speculation, and he for one protested
against the Goveriment managing the
affairs of the country in this way.
The Government claimed credit for
letting certain contracts on favourable
terms. Now there was little ground
for such a claim, as the low price for
which the work was taken was the
inevitable result of the depression of
trade and manufactures, aid the con-
sequent cheapness of material and
labour. But there was another question
involved in the purchase of the rails
which had not been dealt with. It was
found from a return made to the House
that 11,000 tons had been laid upon
the Intercolonial without the authority
of Parliament. For himself, he did
not think the rails could be legally
used for that purpose. The purchase
was made on account of the Pacifie
Railway, and to apply them to any
other use was a violation of
a principle which both sides of
the House should be anxious to pre-
serve; and that fact was sufficient in
itself to justify hon. members in sup-
porting the motion of the hon. member
for Cumberland. The question of the
Georgian Bay Branch had been so,
ably treated by the hon. member for
Lanark that he would not press it
further. But there was another sub-
ject, which was intimately connected
with the best interests of the country,
and that was the pushing forward of
the railway as an immigration agent.
It was the most important and would
prove the most effectual means of-
settling our western lands. The fact
that we lad far northward and west-
ward of Manitoba a country of the
greatest farming value, capable of pro-
ducing the finei cereals, ought to be an
incentive for proceeding rapidly with
the railway; and, if this Governnent
were apathetic in this matter, which
affected the interests of the whole
Dominion, the people would probably
find a Government which would build
the railway and so open up this valu-
able country. The construction of a.
line from Lake Manitoba westwards
towards Edmonton was a compara-
tively easy task, and it would be imost
valuable as a means of settling the
country. In his Budget speech the
hon. the Minister of Finanee made some
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very discouraging remarks on the
imniigration question. The bon. gen-
tleniýn said it was not desirable that
imnugrants should be brought into
-Canada for the North-West, as the
,grasshoppers might ravage their crops
year after year and make it necessary
to auply the publie money to the relief
of the settlers. Now he thought there
was little reason for those remarks
-of the lion. gentleman. If that
section could be colonized by
the building of the Pacifie Rail.
way, and that alone would colonize
it, there need be no fear of the people
requiring Government aid, as suggest-
-ed by the hon. the Finance Minister.
If it were understood that the Govern-
ment would undertake the construet-
tion of this road with earnestness and
singleness of purpose, it would do a
great deal towards stimulating and
encouraging the people, who were now
so depressed by the financial cloud
which hung over Canada, and, indeed,
the whole world. But every pretext
was ruade for delay; every excuse for
delaving the construction of this great
work was eagerly seized upon by the
Govcinment; and to-night, one of the
.most remarkable excuses given for the
procrastinating policy of the Adminis-
tration was the war which had broken
out in Europe. When they heard the
hon. member for North York give that
as an excuse, there was a laugh on that
side of the House; but the hon. gen-
tleman (Mr. Dyin nd) should not infer
from that that they under-estimated the
vast consequences of the war. No
lhon. member would undervalue a mat-
ter fraught with t1e gravest consequen-
ces to Europe; but the statement that
a war declared to-day had delayed the
construction of the railway was so
ludicrous that hon. members could not
help smiling. It was the duty of every
hon. gentleman who recognised the
importance of this great work to sup-
port the resolution of the hon. member
for Cumberland. The speech of the
hon. the First Minister was no
reply to the masterly argument
with which the hon. member
for Cumberland introduced his motion.
To the manly, statesmanlike and com-
prehensive speech of the hon. member
for Cumberland, the hon. the Premier
should have made a better response

Mr. PLUMB.

than the one he had made. The speech
in reply did not in any way meet the
salient points brought forward by the
hon. member for Cumberland. There
were no arguments in the reply; it
was merely a feeble attempt at sarcasm
and a repetition of the old jokes, which
always brought down the applause of
the faitbful followers of the hon. the
First Minister. lHe (Mr. Plumb) had
yet to learn that any hon. gentleman
had done anything towards removing
the charges of delay, mismanagement
and incompetency which had been
brought forward against the Govern-
ment. It was deeply to be regretted
that the discussion should have taken
place so late in the Session, aid that
the hon. the Minister of Public Works
doubtless, through the great pressure
of work which he had to labour under,
had not been able to bring down to the
House a statement of the plan of the
Government as to the survey and con-
struction of the Pacifie Railway with
as much particularity and comprehen-
siveness and geographical knowledge
of the country as was required. The
Government had shown great reluct-
ance in approaching the subject. The
Hlouse had waited week after week for
a statement as to the condition of the
work and the intentions of the Govern-
ment. And now the policy had been
brought down, what was it ? It was
the most meagre bill of fare that
could be placed before the House.
It had disappointed even the hon. the
First Minister's friends. On former
occasions that hon. gentleman
constituted himself a whole corps of
engineers. He had a mastery of the
whole details. Then he had no
hesitation in regard to gradients,
curves, lines, &c., and he had led the
House to expect thathe would continue
in possession of such full and accurate
information. But the information now
given to the House by the hon. gentle-
man was meagre and vague. Canada
was bound by all sacred obligations to
carry out this work. It was admitted
by all sides that Canada was bound to
do this. It had its political, financial
and physical difficulties, and it needed
the united efforts of men of all parties
to carry the project through to a
successful issue. But there could not
be this union of sentiment unless they
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were all clearly and distinctly and
fully taken into the confidence of the
gentlemen having the work in charge.
The House was groping in the dark.
Unless there was a very different
policy pursued, the people of Canada
would become restive under the delay.
One of the most important items was
the construction of the line of
telegraph, in anticipation of the
location of the line of the road. He
undertook to say that it was impossible
to fix the line of telegraph, for a
distance of 1,100 or 1,200 miles, which
would cover the ground to be occupied
by the line of railway. It was
impossible to lay the telegraph until
the final location was made, for the
least deviation-and it was very natural
to suppose that there would be
many deviations from the lino
ultimately to be fol] owed - would
render all the work in that
respect wasted. Such had been
the arguments ofthe hon. member for
Cumberland that no fair-minded man
who had listened to the debate, and
who was not bound to be one of the
" mechanical majority "-to use the
happy phrase quoted by that hon.
member on another occasion-could
refuse to vote for the amendment,
which he sincerely trusted would be
carried.

Mr. SCHULTZ said that he did not
propose at this late hour to occupy
much of the time of the House in dis-
cussing the present motion, but he felt
that he would not be doing his duty to
the Province, a portion of which it was
Lis honour to represent, if he did not
give some consideration to the railvay
policy of the Government as affecting
Manitoba, and the policy of the Gov-
ernment generally towards that Pro-
vince. He would frankly state, at the
outset, that he had always felt that the
small representation which Manitoba
enjoyed in Parliament, together with
the fact of any new and struggling
community needing all the assistance
that could legitimately be given by the
Govern ment, would render it extremely
desirable not only that its representa-
tives should offer no factious opposition,
but that the Government of the day
should have a fhir and liberal support,
where that support could be given
without prejudicing the interests of

the Province. Believing this to be the
true policy to be pursued by Manitoba
members, it would be found that since
the present Government came into
office many more votes had
been given by him with than
against the Government, and that,
when the votes had been adverse,
it was because he (Mr. Schultz) could
not, in the interests of his Province,
endorse the action of the Government.
The Pacifie -Railway, at least that por-
tion of it between Lake Superior and
the Rocky Mountains, was of vital im-
portance to the people of the North-
West, and the portion between Fort
William and the Red River was particu-
larly so to the people of Manitoba.
From the very first he had denounced
the water-stretch scheme as propounded
by the Premier, and he regretted to see
that, notwithstanding the clear manner
in which its utter futility was shown,
the Premier still looked upon it as an
important factor in the great question
of railway communication with Lake
Superior. In all human probability,
next year would see a surplus of grain in
the Province, and, with their own road
uncompleted to Fort William,they must
ship, if they shipped at all, thi ough the
United States. To do this the people
of Manitoba were at the mercy of the
river and railway monopolies, which
barred the possibility of cheap transpor-
tation to the head of Lake Superior. As
regarded the prospect of their own rail-
way they m ere told that the lino from
Red River to Rat Portage and that from
Fort William to Lac des Mille Lacs were
under contract,and might be finished in
two or three years; and that the inter-
vening distance would be united by the
navigable waters of the region till the
connecting railway link could be com-
pleted. If two or three years were re-
quired for the completion of these ends,
why wait till thon to commence the con-
necting link ? Why not consider the
evidence that was accumulating on
every side as to the utter impossibility of
shipping grain over a route that would
need eight transhipments ? Why not
spend the money which was now being
thrown away on the St. Frances Canal
on some portion of this connecting
line ? And why not place under con-
tract at once that work which the
Government admitted it mustsooner or
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later, build. Again, they had the Pem-
bina branch graded two years ago, its
rails, carried at an enormous expense
from Duluth, left to rust on the banks,
while the grading itself was being wash-
ed away. The Government, by a proper
policy in regard to this line, might
have relieved the situation much, and
made people more content to wait for
the slow progress of the Lake Superior
and Red River line. It would be remem-
bered that all the representatives from
Manitoba, both in the Commons and
Senate, waited on the Premier to ask
him to lay the rails on the Pembina
branch, and thus save thom from the
river monopoly, which was draining
Manitoba of its money by their high
rates of freight, and increasing, conse-
quently, the cost of all imported goods
to their people. It would have been
thought that the request was reason-
able, but it had not been granted, and
the condition remtined the sanie. As
regarded the railway west of the Red
River, it seemed that many years must
elapse before that was even comnenced,
and when it was taken into considera-
tion that its importance as a colonization
road could not be overestimated, it
would be readily seen how great a dis-
appointment this announcement would
cause. Here, again, they found the bane-
ful effect of an affected consideration
of the water stretches, and thougi it
had repeatedly been urged that,not only
was the Saskatchewan River not navi-
gable for a considerable portion of the
summer, but that, emptying three hun-
dred miles north of Winnipeg, it was out
of the way of the use of immigrants
who wished to settle in the North-West.
In matters of general policy, Manitoba
had many real grounds of complaint,
and, although it had often been brought
up against her that enormous sums
had been charged to her in the Public
Accounts, yet it had invariably been
found that the charges were for pur-
poses other than that which related
specially to the Province, and were
chargeable to the North-West, and to
other headings of expenditure. On
the other hand the revenue from the
Province had been increasing at a ratio
much greater than that from any other
Province, and while this would continue
to increase it would be found that, since
the public buildings had been built,

Mr. SCHULTZ.

their expenditure would decrease al-
mo3t to a minimum which would cover
their subsidy and the usual and proper
charges of management. From re-
turns brought down this Session it
was shown that they contributed to
the general account-

Customs.
In 1874.... $66,464
4 1875.... 171,493
"1876.... 253,351

Excise.
$4,246

7,971
19,716

P. Office.
$ 733

3,612
7,897

Showing that last year, from Custome,
Excise, Post Office, the sale of Bill
Stamps, fines and forfeitures, Manitoba
had contributed to the General Revenue
no less than $281,846.20, and this did
not include the sum from the sale of
lands. This enormous increase simply
showed the progress of the country; it
was a country where a fostering care
would produce good results, and he (Mr.
Schultz) regretted that this had not
always been the case. At this moment,
there existed a very great grievance
in the Province. As soon as the line of
the Canadian Pacifie Railway west of
the Red River had been determined
upon, twenty miles of land on each
side were withdrawn from sale or
settlement. Time passed, and no far-
ther work was done by the Govern-
ment on the line. If work had been
proceeded with, the people would have
been satisfied; but, in the Province of
Manitoba, and particularly in the
county of Lisgar, this reservation had
produced the worst of consequences.
It had crowded in the new settlements
which had been formed east and
west of the Red River, outside of
the Half-breed reserves, and now
threatened to strangle these in their
infancy. This grievance was so great
that he (Mr. Schultz) had urged it on
the Government for two Sessions in
succession before this, and last year ho
had attained his object when the Gov-
ernment introduced a Bill to allow of
homestead settlement on certain con-
ditions on this reserve. This Bill,-
having passed to its final stage, was sud
denly withdrawn. and ail bis efforts had
been powerless to induce the Goveru-
ment to reintroduce it. In the mean-
time, many persons, believing in the
good faith of the Government as
evinced by their admitting the prin-
ciple by introducing the Bill, had gonO
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and settled upon these lands, and he
believed that they had the right to
hold them, and trtisted that no attempt
would ever be made by the Government
to dispossess a single individual of his
right. In the matter of these reserves
generally there had been the most
vexations and causeless delays. The
scrip to Half-breed heads of families
should have been issued three years
ago, and, had it been, the recipients
might have placed it on lands near
them, which would have been of some
use to them, but on which it was now
impossible to place them in conse-
quence of tbis Railway Reserve. Again,
there had been the equally causeless
and vexatious delay in the issue to the
minors of land to be allotted to them.
Hlad this been done three years ago,
those of them old enough might have
now had cultivated farms, or had they
sold the land it would have afforded an
opportunity for others to do the sane
thing. This delay has been a serious
matter both for the natives of the
country and the newcomers, and
equally prejudicial to both. In fact
in Manitoba everything seemed to have
been delayed, the adjustment of the
hay question, the tardy issue of
patents, the settlement of disputed
claims, and in proportion, as these
had been and were delayed, so
much was the country thrown
back in its advancement. On
matters of general policy, there was
not so much to complain, although it
was an undoubted fact that the fiscal
policy of this year was veryprejudicial
to their interests,and he had hoped that,
when a change was announced to be
necessary in the tariff, the increase of
duty had not been so arranged that
agricultural products from the United
States had been made to bear a
portion of the burden instead of a direct
tax being laid upon tea, which pressed
upon every one without promoting or
protecting any home industry. In
Manitoba it was found that, not only did
the Minnesota farmers send in immense
herds of cattle and large quantities
of flour, but butter, eggs, chickens
and a h ost of minor articles which would
in consequence of our low tariff, con-
tinue to come, to the detriment of our
own farmers, who were able tu produce
all that Manitoba wanted of these arti-

cels, and who found that they were shut
off from the United States market by
their heavy import duty. In the
speech of the hon. member for Cum-
berland was to be found the statement
that ten thousand tons of steel rails
were carried by the Kittson line from
Duluth to Red River at an enormous
cost and without the usual formula of
tenders being asked; the consequence
being, that the line in question pocket-
ed over two hundred thousand dollars
of the money of this country. The
hon. member also stated that he had
learned that the member for Selkirk
owned one-half or one-third of the
stock of this company and drew general
inferences which seemed to have in-
duced the member for Selkirk to deny
that he had any connection with the
line in question whatever. Now, an
enquiry in the facts of the case was
worth a few minutes' attention, and,
fortunately, the return to an address of
the House of Commons, dated 2nd
March, 1876, threw what little light

t here was to be had on this matter,
On page 58, of this return, would be
found the following letters :-

OFFICE OF THE RED RIVER
TRANsPORTATION COMPANY,

" No. 92, THIRD STREET,
"ST. PAuL, MisN., 21st April, 1875.

"SiR,-In accordance with your wish
expressed to our Mr. Hill during his recent visit
to Ottawa, I now desire to put in writing the
offer made by him to transport railway iron,
chairs and spikes from Duluth to a point in
Manitoba.

" With reference to the improvements of the
rapids mentioned in my offer, I beg leave to
state that from the information I have received
I am of opinion that it could be made at a very
small cost to the Government.

"Very respectfully,
" Your obedient servank,

(Signed,) "N. W. KITTSON,
" General Manager.

"Hon. ALEXANDER MACKENZIE,
Minister of Public Works,

" Ottawa "

"OFFICE OF THE RED RIVER
"TRANsPoRTATION fiOMPANY,

" No. 92, THIRD ST;,EET,
"ST. PAru, MINN., 21st April, 1875.

"S1,-I hereby offer to transport railroad
iron, chairs, fish-bars, spikes and other material
for track, from Duluth,Minnesota, to Winnipeg,
Manitoba, or any point on the Red River
between Pembina and Winnipeg, at rate of
$15.00 U. S. currency per ton of 2,000 lbs; and
I further offer that in case the channel of the
Red River at the rapids at St. Andrews,
between Winnipeg and the Stone Fort, is
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improved so as to make a channel of sixty feet
in width, free from rocks and boulders, so as to
enable boats and barges to pass with ordinary
safety, to make the same rate, namely :-
$15.00 per ton from Duluth to the point of
crossing of the Canadian Pacific Railway,
ncrth of said Stone Fort, or in case the said
rapids are not improved, I will allow the
barges loaded with such material to be run
down to said crossing, provided that the
Canadian Government will receipt for the
material, at Winnipeg, and will assume all
risk of danger of navigation arising from said
rapids on down trip to both boat and cargo.

" The above rate to hold gond and be in
force during the season of navigation on the
Red River, as long as there is two feet of water
on the rapids and shoals in said river.

" This offer includes all labour in handling
above material from the dock at Duluth, to the
bank of the river at point of delivery.

"Very respectfully,
" Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) "N. W. KITTSON,
'' General Manager.

"To the Hon. ALEXANDER MACKENZIE,
"Minister of Public Works,

" Ottawa.
"[Note I-Write and say Mr. Hill's offer

covered all wharfage or other charges at
Duluth, and ask that this be also put in
writing. A. M."

Nowhere in the return was there
found to be any mention of tenders hav-
ing been asked for, or information
sought for as regarded the chcapest
inode of shipment, nor did there
appear the report of any engineer
declaring these rails to be necessary
at Red River, and so a very short
time afterwards they found the bargain
concluded for the transport of five thou-
sand tons on the following term :-

IOTTAWA, 22nd May, 1875.
"SiR,-Referring to your letter of the 21st

ulto., and Sth inst., on behalf of the Red River
Transportation Company, offering to transport
rails and accessories from Duluth, Minnesota,
to a point in Manitoba, on the conditions here-
inafter mentioned, 1 beg to inform yon that
the Honorable Minister of Public Works
accepts of said offer, viz -

" To transport railroad iron, chairs, fish-bars
spikes and other material for track, from
Duluth, Minn., to Winuipeg, Manitoba, or any
point on Red River between Pembina and
Winnipeg, at ra e uf ,$15.0) fifteen dollars,
U. S. currency, per ton of two thousand
pounds, and in case the channel of the Red
River at the Rapids at St Andrews, between
Winnipeg and the Stone Fort, is improved so
as to make a chinnel of sixty feet in width free
from rocks and boulders, so as to enable boats
and barges to pass with ordinary safety, to
make the same rate, namely, fifteen dollars per
ton from Duluth to the point of crossing of the
Canadian Pacitic Railway, north of said Stone
Fort, or in case the said rapids are not
improved, to allow the barges loaded with
such railway material to be run down to said
crossing, provided that the Canadian Govern-

Mr. SCHULTZ.

ment will receipt for the material at Winnipeg
and will assume all risk of damages of naviga-
tion arising from said rapids on down trip to
both boat and cargo.

" The above rate to hold good and be in
force during the season of navigation on the
Red River, as long as there is two feet of water
on the rapids and shoals in said river.

" This offer to include all labour in handling
above material from the dock at Duluth to the
bank of the river at point of delivery, also, ail
wharfage or other charges at Duluth, but not
charges which might arise in the United States
Customs Department.

" The transportation of these rails, about five
thousand tons, to take place within one month
from their arrival at Duluth.

" The point of delivery of these rails, &c., to
be indicated by the Government.

" I have, &c.,
(Signed), "F. BRAUN,

4 Secretary.
"N. W. KITTON, Esq.,

"General Manager,
"Red River Transportation Co.,

" St. Paul, Minnesota, U. S."

Now it would be noticed that the
agreement at this exorbitant rate only
covered five thousand tons, and yet they
foundfrom a return to an address of the
Senate dated 15th February, 1877, that
there was delivered at St. Boniface
12,008 tons, and at Selkirk 918 tous,
at a cost to the Government, accord-
ing to the contract quoted, of nearly
two hundred thousand dollars, and this
rendered easy the explanation of why
the Kittson line could divide eightv per
cent. on its stock among its share-
holders. But how came about this
enormous waste of the public money ?
How was it that, when an opposition
steamboat lino was known to be in
operation on the Red River, ten-
ders were not asked for ?-and why was
it that the enormous price only origi-
nally promised for 5,000 tons, should
have been extended to 12,926 tons ?
The hon. member for Selkirk said he
had nothing to do with the Kittson
line; but certain it was that rumour
gave him the credit of owning indi-
rectly a large quantity of its stock.
Certain it was that Mr. Kittson merged
the agency of the Hudson Bay Com-
pany into the management of the Kitt-
son line, which was commenced mainly
with the boats of the Hudson Bay
Company. Of coui se. it was not at ail
likely that the name of the hon. mem-
ber for Selkirk appeared in the stock
books of the Kittson Company, for that
would vitiate the right of the company
receiving bonded goods; yet there were-
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other ways of holding stock than the,
open one of having names in full
in the stock books of the company. If
no one deeply interested in the success
of this line vouched for Mr. J. J. Hill,
who so deftly manipulated the contract,
how was it that the Premier chose to
jump at the offer of a stray American,
who came along with his offer to carry
rails at twice the price the transporta-
tion was worth, and at least one-third
more than it would have cost the Gov-
ernment had tenders been asked for
from the rival line on the Red River,
and others ? He regretted that he
could not support the Government on
their railway policy, and ho saw little
hope of their plan succeeding in mak-
ing the western portion of the road the
great means of colonization, which it
was capable of, and felt deeply grieved
when, in the cross fire with the momber
for Cumberland about the value of the
lands which the Govenment had to
offer to aid in building the Pacific
Railway, the Premier should have
felt called upon to sneer at the value
set upon them by that gentleman, and
to express a doubt of their being worth
to contractors one dollar an acre, which
taken in connection with the statement
of the Minister of Finance, that wo did
iiot want immigrants, because there
-was a doubt of the country being able
to support them, was not calculated to
rejoice the hearts of those who, like
himself, believed that we had in the
North-West the richest agricultural
country in the world, and the
source of any future greatness which
our country might attain. He
(Mr. Schultz) would say now that
he firmly believed that the hon. mem-
ber for Selkirk was just what the hon.
member for Cumberland had stated-
a participator in the profits of that
line.

Mr. SPEAKER called the hon gen-
tleman to order, and said that the hon.
inember for Selkirk had positively
denied that he was a shareholder in
the company referred to and that he
participated in the profits; and no
hon. gentleman,therefore,should under-
take to say otherwise, unless he was
prepared to make a formal charge.

M1r. SCHULTZ said he had no wish
to dispute the statement of his hon.

friend from Selkirk (Mr. Smith). He
was aware that the statement of hon.
gentlemen in this House must be re-
ceived as the truth, no matter what
other hon. members might believe;
but, as his hon. friend from Cumber-
land (Mr. Tupper) had derived that
information from him, he (Mr. Schultz)
must state why ho arrived at that
belief. He based it mainly on public·
documents and especially on the letters
he had read. le believed Mr. Hill
had a very strong backing in his deal-
ings with the Government, and, as Mr.
Speaker had stopped him, he would
not, of course, say where that backing
was.

Mr. DYMOND: Doos that prove the
partnership between the hon. member
for Selkirk and the firm of Kittson ?

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) : Might I ask
if the hon. gentleman would be per-
mitted to give a-ny authority for it.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I think I am
called upon to state that I nover did
have a conversation of any kind what-
ever with Mr. Smith regarding this
matter.

Mr. SCHULTZ: Then I would be
glad if the Premier, as ho is in a mood
of explanation, would explain how lie
gave the contract to Mr. J. J. Hill
without asking for tenders on a matter
which would be likely to cost so much
-comparatively unknown as Mr. J. J.
Hill was ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said they received
two tenders. One was for $13.50 in,
gold, but they declined to pay the
charges at Duluth and other places.
The other was for $15 in American
currency, the tenderers taking all the
charges and transhipments until they
reached the points of destination near
Winnipeg. These were the two ten-
ders, and the Government chose the
lowest. He was not aware whether
he saw Mr. Hill himself or not. ilis
impression was that it was his deputy.
He had no doubt it was the latter who
made the arrangement.

Mr. SCHULTZ said the explanation
did not refer to his question at all. It
did not state that tenders were solicit-
ed. In the same return from which
he had quoted there was a tender for
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.$13.50, from some parties in Hamilton,
who had no means of transportation
unless they built boats on the Red
River. -But had his bon. friend taken
the slightest precaution, he would have
found that a rival line to this Kittson
Company, with two magnificent boats
and barges, were in existence in open
and avowed hostility to the firm which
got the contract, and he could not con-
ceive why tenders were not asked for
from them.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Were
there any tenders ?

Mr. SCHULTZ said he had never
seen any asked for in the publie prints,
and he believed there were none. He
contended that there was no excuse
for the action of his hon. friend the
Premier, particularly in increasing the
amount of rails contracted to be carried.
He considered it was the duty of every-
one to vote for the amendment of the
hon. member for Cumberland.

Mr. YOUNG said hon. gentlemen
opposite certainly manifested courage
in moving the vote of want of con-
fidence now in the Speaker's hands.
If there was one question more than
another which those gentlemen ought
to be ashamed to bring before this
House, it was the question of the
Pacifie Railway, for there was no
question in which had been more
clearly exhibited, not only the extrava-
gance, but the corruption and wild
recklessness of their schemes to keep
themselves in power. He, for one,
had always been favourable to the
construction of the Pacific Rail-
way. He had felt that, if these different
Provinces were to be united together
under one Govern ment, it was absolutely
necessary that railway communication
between the most distant Provinces
should be supplied. But he had always
considered the scheme of the late G-ov-
ernment one of the maddest projects
ever propounded by a Government to
an intelligent assembly. There was
only one rational way to account for
the extraordinary bargain with British
Columbia, and what this was he had
pointed out when the question was
brought before Parliament in 1871.
Subsequent events had shown
that he was correct, and that hon.
gentlemen opposite had deliberately
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undertaken to degrade this great publie
work-the greatest publie undertaking
ever commenced on this continent-
into a mere engine to effect political
purposes; and their whole scheme,
from beginning to end, was framed
with a view to surround themselves
with a gigantic ring of railway and
political speculators, in order to keep
themselves in office. A leading mem-
ber of the late Government had stated,
when the Intercolonial Railway was
proposed, that the hon. member for
Kingston must have lost his usual
astuteness, if, with the expenditure of
$15,000,000 or $20,000,000 on that line,
lie did not hold office for ten years,
and with the expenditure of three
times that amount on the Pacifie Rail-
way, the late Government majority
naturally concluded that they would
be able to retain office for the re-
mainder of their natural lives. He
approved of the present Government's
Pacifie Railway policy, in undertaking
to build the line only as fast as the
resources of the country admitted.
One section of it, however, might,
with great propriety, be carried forward
-the portion between Lake Superior
and Manitoba. Considerable progress
had already been made in the con-
struction of this section, the whole dis-
tance, with the exception of 182
miles, being under contract. He
believed he spoke the sentiments
of the majority of the commercial peo-
ple of the country when he said that
the best interests of the Dominion
would be promoted by building this
section with all convenient speed. It
was all important to pour immigration
into the magnificent territories of the
North-West,and, to attain this desirable
end, the country would support the
Government in completing an all rail
route from the head of Lake Superior
to Winnipeg at the earliest possible
moment. Us was of opinion that the
Georgian Bay Branch was conceived in
the interests of the Dominion, and
that it was wise policy to construct
a straight lino from the Canada
Central to the mouth of French
River, leaving it the Provinces of On-
tario and Quebec to connect their rail-
way system with the Pacific Line in
the neighbourhood of Burnt Lake.
The hon. member for South Lanark



Pacific Railway. 1803

had endeavoured to torture certain
facts relating to the Georgian Bay
Branch, so as to tell against the Gov-
ernment; but these circumstances,
when properly explained, would not
bear the construction put on them by
the hon. gentleman. It was a common
thing, when contractors failed to carry
forward public works witb sufficient
speed, to cancel the contracts. They
knew that the late Government
had quashed the contract granted to
Sir Hugh Allan and Co., and also re-
turned the $1,000,000 put up as
security.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario):
you found fault with them.

And

Mr. YOUNG: The hon. gentleman
is debarred from attacking the Govern-
ment on this ground when the late
Government pursued a similar policy,
and to a larger extent.

Mr. GIBBS: And now it justifies
you.

Mr. YOUNG: All I have to say is
that I do not think fault ought pro-
perly to have been found with the late
Government for the return of the
million so put up by Sir Hugh Allan's
Company.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Did
you not find fault with it, though?

Mr. YOUNG: I am not aware that
I did. There were much more impor-
tant and darker features in the trans-
action to find fault with.

Mr. WHITE (East Hastings): But
Sir Hugi Allan did not get $109,000.

Mr. YOUNG maintained that the
Government had pursued a reasonable
policy. They took the course usually
followed by Governments under similar
circumstances, and blame could not be
properly attached to them on that
account. The hon. member for South
Lanark had asserted that the amounts
paid to the contractor (Mr. Foster) had
been handed over without certificates
from the Chief Engineer as to the value
the country received from the work
done. This was an entire misrepre-
sentation of the facts. Mr. Fleming
had affirmed before the Publie Accounts
Committee that he (Mr. Fleming)
believed the country had obtained
value for the work done.

Sir JO LIN A.MACDONALD: There
was no certificate, though.

Mr. HAGGART: What I said was
that Mr. Sandford Fleming, in his evi-
dence before the Public Accounts
Committee, stated that ho had given
no certificate as to the $41,000.

Mr. MACKENZIE: He said nothing
of the kind.

Mr. YOUNG said the hon. gentle-
man had distinctly stated in his first
remarks that these payments had been
made without any certificates. If
hon. gentlemen would turn to page 3
of the official return brought down,
they would find the first certificate
given by Mr. Fleming for the payment
of $23,346 on iron rails, and on page
8, the certificate for the payment of
$45,289, these two sums making the
868,000 paid for iron rails-not at $48
per ton, as the hon. gentleman had
alleged, but at only 75 per cent. of this
price, as the certificates proved. Re-
garding the payments for surveys Mr.
Fleming stated that good value had
been obtained. The Engineer's letter
ran as follows:-

" CANADIAN PAcIFIC RAILWÂY,
" OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-OHIEF,

" OTTAWA, 28th April, 1876.
" With respect to that part of the Order in

Council of March 8th, touching the value of
the works of exploration, survey, and construc-
tion performed by the Hon. A. S. Foster, I have
made every enquiry into the subject, and I feel
assured that in the event of the Georgian Bay
Branch being proc .eded with, the expenditure
incurred will generally be available in the
prosecation of the work."

Mr. Fleming had advised the Minister
of Public Works in every stop taken
with regard to this matter, and it was
on the Chief Engineor's recommenda-
tion the payments had been made.
Mr. Foster had not been paid one cent
save on duly certitied vouchers, show-
ing that the money was actually ex-
pended in the service of the country.
They had also the further statement
made by Mr. Fleming that, after adding
on the amount since paid to complete
the surveys, those of the Georgian Bay
B, anch had been performed as cheaply,
if not cheaper, than on any other por-
tions of the Pacifie Railway.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONIALD: Allow
me to read from the evidence of Mr.
Fleming :
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"Q. You say you have not seen the vouch-
ers for the payment of $41,000 ?--A. I have
not seen them except on the outside.

" Q. Are yon aware that an Order in Coun-
cil requires payments on the certificate of the
engineers, and do you hold yourself respon-
sible for the payment of the $41,000 dollars?
-A. I have not certified at all for the pay-
ment of the $410,00.

"Q. You have not seen the vouchers and
you have not certified the payments ?"

Mr. MACKENZIE: That refers to
two distinct things. Here is a letter
stating that the amounts to be paid on
these surveys would be for value
received; but the vouchers therefor
were presented to the Accountant in
his Department. The Accountant dis-
tinctly testified before the Committee
that there were vouchers in bis pos-
session for every Iarthing of the out-
lay, excepting some $1,200 or $1,300.
The hon. gentleman misrepresents the
case.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
read the evideice.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The bon. gen-
tleman only read part of it. He read
what suited hima and kept back the
rest.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
will lot allow you to state that. You
say what is not-it would not be parlia-
mentary to say what it is.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I can refer to
nany parts of the hon. gentleman's

parliamentary career which are very
mueh worse than what he intended to
Bay.

Mr. YOUNG said he was present
when both Mr. Fleming and the
Accountant were examined. The
latter afflirmed that he had vouchers
for everything except a trifling sum,
and this he expected to get shortly.
Mr. Fleming could not certify as
to the accounts, because they did not
properly come before the Chief En-
gineer ; but the Accountant, the proper
officer te audit them, testified that he
examined them minutely and found
them correct. The hon. member for
South Lanark bad said that not a single
rail had been laid down on the Canada
Central Extension, and yet the Govern-
ment had paid Mr. Foster for rails said
to be delivered. If the bon. gentleman
was present before the Committee when

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

Mr. Fleming made his statement, he
could not acquit him (Mr. Haggart)
of disingenuousness in making this
assertion. Mr. Fleming had said that
the terminus was to be between Ren-
frew and Douglas, and that, when it
was uncertain which of these two routes
the terminus would be nearest, the
proper place to lay down the rails was
Renfrew, where railway carriage ter-
minated. Ie alleged, further, that the
usual course in delivering rails was to
take them to the nearest point by water
or rail, and that, if the rails had been
taken to Douglas, it was possible they
might have had tobe conveyed afurther
distance back again than if left at Ren-
frew. This statement had not been con-
tradicted. It was well known the Min-
ister of Public Works had had nothing
whatever to do with fixing the price
of the rails. Mr. Fleming, who was
entirely responsible for them, had
given to the Committee the data on
which he lad determined the price
paid as being fiair and just. There was
no evidence to prove that the rails
were bad. One witness had merely
stated that a few of them were
worn out, having been used in ballast-
ing. The only argument of the hon.
member for South Lanark in this re-
gard was that Mr. Foster, in the course
of a law suit, had pleaded that the rails
were not good; but this was evidence
of a very indefinite eharacter; no proof
had been adduced before the Public
Accounts Committee to show that they
were not a fair sample of iron rails.
Very great stress had becn laid by the
hon. gentleman on the fact that Mr.
Foster had asked for the loan of 100
tons of rails; but in this there was
nothing extraordinary. The people of
Pembroke were anxious to secure the
opening of the Canada Central to their
town; and it was very natural, when
much delay was likely to arise for
want of a few rails to complete the last
mile or two, that the loan of
one bundred tons should be requested.
Neither did he sec anything very
wonderful in the fact that iIr. Foster,
finding this quantity insufficient for
the purpose, had taken 117 tons more
to finish the work. This circumstance
was afterwards communicated to the
Department, and an officer had been
sent to come and take charge of the
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rails; but,.before any whatever were
taken, £5,000 worth of bonds of the
South Eastern Railway were deposited
with the Government, which bonds, it
was reasonable to suppose, would be
sufficient security for the return of the
rails. The hon. member for South
Lanark went on to say that Mr. Foster
seemed to have been favoured, because
he had given the Government in-
formation which led to the exposures
connected with the Pacific seandal.
He was not aware that this was the
case; but, if Mr. Foster had given such
information, was it not possible that
this w:.s the very reason why he was
hounded down by the hon. gentlemen
opposite. The general feeling in the
country would be that, if Mr. Foster
had been the means of exposing the
transactions with Sir Huglh Allan, he
had donc a real service to the people
of Canada.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario): And
he was well paid for it.

Mr. YOUNG said that, if such in-
formation had not been obtained, and
if the railway scheme of the late Go-v-
ernment had been carried out as pro-
posed, the prosperity of the Dominion
migbt have been ruined. The policy
in regard to the Pacifie Railway at
present being pursued was far superior
to that of the late Government, and
without entering at length into the
subject, lie would briefly draw a few
points of contrast between them. Hon.
gentlemen opposite solemnly under-
took to complete the 2,700 miles
of railway in ten years, and
ho did not hesitate to say, on his
responsibility as a representative of
the people, that if such an attempt
had been earnestly made it would have
been fraught with disaster and ruin to
the interests of this country; the policy
of the present Government, on the
other hand, was simply to carry on the
railway and build it as the finances of
the country would permit. The late
Government undertook to construct 260
miles additional railway, from Bute
Inlet to Esquimalt, the estimated cost
of which, by Mr. Marcus Smith, includ-
ing the bridging at Seymour Narrows,
was $27,500,000 ; the present Govern-
ment had abandoned that portion of
the scheme, and at one stroke saved

that large amount of money to the
country. Another contrast between
the two schemes would not be un.
noticed by the people of Canada. The
road was to be begun at both ends,
and completed from ocean to ocean
simultaneously-than whieh nothing
more reckless could be conceived; the
present Government bad adopted the
wise course of constructing the
line in parts, and proceeding first with
those sections which would tend to
settle and develop the North-west Ter-
ritories. The late Government took
away from Parliament and assumed
themselves the power to select the
route, name the Pacific Railway Com-
pany, and give them any charter they
pleased-and their trafficking with Sir
Hugh Allan proved why they did so.
UJnder the present policy the route had
to be submitted to Parliament, and
the work had to be let by tenders
asked for publicly, and the sanction of
Parliament had to be obtained for
every contract.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: How
about the St. Frances Locks ?

Mr. YOUNG : That was one of those
works which it was almost impossible
to contract for, and it was being done
by day's labour. Tne hon. gentleman
(Sir John A. Macdonald) spent
$1,00,000 himself on day's labour for
that line.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Not
against the Act of Parliament.

Mr. YOUJNG said the contract for
the Georgian Bay Branch was subnit-
ted to Parliament, which was also
asked to sanction the letting of the
contracts for the road from Fort
William westwards- the portion from
the Kaministiqua River to Lake
Shebandowan-and from Rat Portage
to the Red River country, and the
House would also be asked to sanction
any contracts made in the future.
Looking at it from every point of view,
the policy of the present Government
on the Pacific Railway must commend
itself to the wisdom and good sense of
the people of this country. By the
overthrow of the late Government and
the termination of their absurd and
ruinous bargain with British Columbia,
Canada was rescued from one of the
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greatest dangers that ever threatened
it; and he felt assured that the policy
of constructing the railway in parts,
and only as the finances of the country
would warrant, was one which com-
mended itself to the people, and would
do much to ensure a continuance of
that confidence which the present Gov-
ernment had so largely enjoyed during
the past four years.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said he
thought that the clear and enlightened
views expressed by the hon. member for
Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) must have
convinced the House that the policy
of the Government had not been satis-
factory, notwithstanding the fact that
the hon. member for Waterloo (Mr.
Young) had lauded them for the able
and intelligent manner in which they
were prosecuting this great work.
That hon. gentleman had tried to
throw every obloquy he could upon the
scheme of the late Government; but
lie believed that, at the next general
election, the people would show by
their votes that they had the utmost
confidence in the ability of the mem-
bers of the late Administration to
complete the Pacifie Railway. After
waiting anxiously for weeks and weeks,
they were favoured, at the close of the
Session, with the announcement of
the hon. the Premier's policy for this
year; and they found that the course
laid down for the coming season was
only a repetition of the indefinite delay
which had charaeterised this Govern-
ment in regard to this undertaking.
Last year the hon. gentleman said the
work would be ready for contract by
this time; but now he came forward
and made the same statement. He
told them again that lie hoped to be in
a position to complete the surveys this
year; and Lord Carnarvon, in his des-
patch, entreated the people of British
Columbia to wait another year, so that
the Government might be in a position
to determine the route. Patience
might be a virtue, but the people of
British Columbia had borne tle taunts
and contumely cast upon them for
years long enough. It was time
something more tangible than
surveys should be shown. Why
could not the Government of this
country take an example from
the -United States. That country built

Mr. YouG.

a line from Omaha to Sacramento, a
distance of 1,800 miles, through as wild
a country as the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way would pass through. That road was
built by private companies, in the same
manner as the late Government pro-
posed to build our railway. The hon.
the Minister of Inland Revenue stated
thatthe UnionPacific cost$215,000,000.
He would like to know where the hon.
gentleman got that information, be-
cause he believed he (Mr. Laflamme)
was the only man outside the ring that
constructed the road who knew what
it cost. But that road, as far as expen-
diture was concerned, was no guide for
us, as it was placed in the hands of a
ring, and the contracts were let at
enormous prices to the directors them-
selves. The bon. gentleman at the
head of the Government did not seem
to appreciate the results which would
follow the construction of the Pacifie
Railway. If it were earnestly pro-
ceeded with it would prove a source of
wealth to the country, inasmuch as it
would cause a speedy influx of immi-
grants to the fertile prairies of the
west. Although he agreed in some
respects with the hon. member for
Yale (Mr. Dewdney), yet he rather
favoured the northern route, if it were
practicable to carry it out. According
to the estimate of Mr. Fleming, the
Bute Inlet route would cost $2,000,000
less than the Burrard Inlet route. It
was true that compensating advantages
were supposed to exist in favour of
the latter, but, for himself, he thought
the Bute Inlet route would be-
found the more preferable of the two.
He could not believe that the Ministry
were as sincere as the Premier would
lead them to believe ; at least he be-
lieved that a large portion of the fol-
lowers of the Government did not ever
expect and did not wish that the road
would ever be built. The Pacifie Rail-
road would not be for the benefit of
British Columbia alone, but ot the
whole Dominion. He trusted that the
gentlemen would have sufficient fore-
sight to spare no effort to carry on this
great national work, w.hich was essen-
tially necessary for binding the country
together, building up a mighty empire,
and making Canada a rival of the
United States. But, as long as the road
was only built in little pieces, and
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water-stretches were depended on, and
rails were piled up for years, no good
would be done. Taking all the circum-
stances into account, he considered it
his duty to vote for the amendment
of the hon. member for Cumberland.

Mr. BANNATYNE said that, at this
late hour, he trusted the hon. members
of this House would excuse him for
making a few remarks regarding this
Pacifie Railway. He was pleased to see
the great interest taken by all mcm-
bers in this House to have that iron
link fairly commenced which would
bind all the Provinces of this Domin-
ion, as they should be, in one great
nation. He bad much pleasure in
hearing the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland and others, who
said that the great North-West was to
be the garden of this country and one
of the finest wheat-growing countries
in the world, with a soil and climate
as good as any. Now that they
had an immigration pouring into that
country from all parts of the globe,
they trusted that road would be pushed
forward as rapidly as could be done
and he must say that, from what the
hon. Premier had said, he believed
he intended doing so; and he trusted
that he would reconsider the report
of the Chief Engineer and have
that road go by the south of Lake
Manitoba instead of by the Nar-
rows. Although a great national
highway, in Manitoba they believed it
to be the shortest, with 60 per cent.
better land and easier of construction.
They sincerely trusted and begged
that the Minibter of Public Works
would have a survey made of this
southern route this summer. He felt
justified in saying that overy man in
Manitoba to-day was anxious for it,
and, if they were determined not to do
80, he might say that he had had a
petition sent to him for His Excellency
the Governur-General, praying for a
grant of land for the Western Railway
Company who were willing to build
that road by the south of Lake Mani-
toba. Regarding the Fort Frances
Locks, ho did not object to the work so
long as it did not delay the great
Pacifie Railway, and he believed it an
earnest of the anxiety of the Govern-
ment to do all they could to open
up that country. They haI a fine

section of farming and timber country
there. He was sorry to hear the
remarks made by the member for
Lisgar (Mr. Schultz) respecting a
gentleman who was not a member of
this House, and had no means of
answering him as he would do were he
here. That gentleman was Mr. J.
J. Hill, of St. Paul, Minnesota, a mem-
ber of the Kittson Transportation
Company. Mr. Hill was a gentleman
and one who knew the hon. member
for Lisgar very well. He had known
both Mr. Kittson and Mr. Hill
for many years, and these gentlemen
were doing far more to-day to assist
the Dominion Government to improve
and colonizo that great North-West
than the hon. member for Lisgar.
Only the other day this Mr. Hill, a
Canadian born and brought up, now in
the United States, like many others of
his countrymen, was doing all he could
to assist us to build up that great
North-West, and the Kittson Lino was
the only company which could receive
contracts for bringing in those famous
steel rails. There was no other lino of
boats, and certainly they could not do
so by flat boats-the only other means
they had. And, when the merchants
of that country did try to get up a
lino of boats to oppose these parties, he
believed the hon. member for Lisgar
was not there. The member for Lisgar
asked if he (Mr. Bannatyne) was a
member of that Transportation Com-
pany. That was his affair. He did
say that the hon. member for Selkirk
was not a partner of that company.
lie believed the hon. member for Cum-
berland was perfectly satisfied that
such was the case after hearing the
remarks made by Mr. Smith. He
sincerely trusted the Governmont of
the day would push forward the Pacifie
Railway with all haste, and they would
find the money would be well invested,
and he believed the Government of
the day would do all they could.

Mr. DECOSMOS said his constitu-
ents did not approve of the policy of the
Government with respect to the Paci-
fic Railway, and he should, therefore,
feel bound as representing their views,
to vote for the motion of the hon.
member for Cumberland. However,
before the House went into concur-
rence upon the item, ho should take,
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an opportunity of expressing his views
more fully.

Question put, and amendment (Mr.
Tupper) negatived, on the foIlowing
division:-

Messieurs

Baby
Benoit,
Blanchet
Bowell
Brooks
Cameron
Caron)
Cimon
Costigan
Cuthbert
Daoust
DeCosmos
Desjardins
Dewdney
Domville
Donahue
Farrow
Ferguson
Flesher
Fraser
Gaudet
Gibbs (North Ontario)
Gibbs (South Ontario)
Gill
Haggart
Harwood
Hurteau
Jones (South Leeds)
Langevin
Lanthier

Little
Macdonald (Kingston)
McDonald (CapeBreton)
McKay '(Colchester)
Macmillan
McCallum
MeQuade
Masson
Moffat
Monteith
Montplaisir
Mousseau
Orton
Ouimet
Pinsonneault
Platt
Plumb
Robinson
Robitaille
Rochester
Rouleau
Roy
Schultz
Stephenson
Thompson (Cariboo)
Tupper
Wallace (S. Norfolk)
White (East Hastings)
White (North Renfrew)
-59.

NAYs :

Messieurs

Appleby
.Archibald
Aylmer
Bain
Bannatyne
Barthe
Béchard
Bernier
Bertram
Biggar
Blackburn
Blain
Borden
Bourassa
Bowman
Brouse
Brown
Buell
Burk
Barpee (8t; John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Carmichael
Cartwright
Casey
Cauchon
Cheval
Christie P
Church
Coffin
Cook
Coupal

Mr. DEO'sMos.

Holton
Horton
Irving
Jetté
Kerr
Killam
Kirk
Laflamme
Lajoie
Landerkin
Laurier
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Macdonald(C.Toronto)
Macdougall (E. Elgin)
McDougall (S.Renfrew)
MacKay (Oape Breton)
Mackenzie
McCranev
McIntyre'
McLeod
McNab
Metcalfe
M!ills
Oliver
Patersen
Perry
ickard

Ray
Richard
Robillard
Ross (East Durham)

Delorme
De St. Georges
DeVeber
Dymond
Ferris
Fiset
Fleming
Flynn
Forbes
Fréchette
Galbraith
Geoffrion
Gibson
Gillies
Gillmor
Goudge
Greenway
Guthrie
Hagar
Hall
Eiginbotham
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SUPPLY.

House resolved itself into Committee
of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

Progress ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Progress reported.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT delivered a
Message from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General, which was read by Mr.

Speaker, and is as follows --

"DUFFERIN.

" The Governor-General transmits to the
House of Commons, Supplementary Esti-
mates of sums required for the service of the
Dominion for the year ending 30th June,
1877; and, in accordance with the provisions
of the British North America Act, 1877,
he recommends these Estimates to the
Elouse of Commons.

"GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
" OmTAwA, 24th April, 1877."

Message and Supplementary Esti-
mates referred to the Committee of
Supply.

House adiourned at
Twenty minutes before

Three o'clook.

Business.

Ross (West Middlesex)
Ross (Prince Edward)
Ryan
Rymal
Scatcherd
Scriver
Shibley
Skinner
Smith (Peel)
Smith (Selkirk)
Snider
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thompson(Haldimand)
Thomson (Welland)I
Trow
Vail
Wallace (Albert)
Wood
Workman
Young.-104.



Business. 1809,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 25th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

MANITOBA JUNCTION RAIL-
WAY BILL.-[BILL No. 117.]

( Mr. Thonpson, Ilaldinand.)

BILL WITHDRAWN.

Mr. HOLTON moved that the order
of reference of the Manitoba Junction
RailwayBill to the Standing Committee
on Railways, Canals and Telegraph
Lines be discharged, and the fees
thereon be refunded.

Motion aqreed to.
Mr.TIIOMPSON(Haldimand)moved

for leave to withdraw said Bill.
Motion ag.reed to.

BILL INTRODUCED.

The following Bill was introduced
and read the first time

Bill (No. 122) Respecting the Act
further securing the Independence of
Parliament.

TiE SEAT FOR MONTREAL
WEST.

MOTION TO REFER.

Mr. MOUSSEAU made the following
statemen t:-

" That it appears from the Public Accounts
laid before this House in this Session of 1877,
that some time in the year 1876 the sum of
$272.21 was paid to the firm of Frothingham &
Workman out of the public monies, for hard-
ware supplied for repairs, furniture, etc., to
the Penitentiaries of the Dominion. That it
also appears, and that he is credibly informed
and believes that he can establish, that divers
sums of money were also paid during the same
year, and during the ensuing nine months ex-
piring on the 1st day of April, instant, out of
public monies, to the said firm of Frothingham
& Workman, for hardware and other goods
supplied to the Department of Public Works
for repairs and other works made and to be
made on the following Canals, Lachine, Caril-
lon and Grenville, Beauharnois, Chambly,
Ste. Anne's Locks, and St. Ours Lofks. And
that he is credibly informed and believes lie
can establish that the monies so paid to the
said firm of Frothingham & Workman were so
paid under contracts and agreements between
the said firm and public officers representing
the Board of Directors of Penitentiaries and
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the Department of Public Works, and that
Thomas Vorkman, Esq , a Member of this
House, was, at the time when the said contracts
and agreements were entered into, and the
said payments made, a member of the said firm,
and also a Member of this House for the Elec-
toral District of Montreal West."

He moved:
" That, whereas it appears from the Public

Accounts laid before this House in this Session
of 1877, that some time in the year of 1876, the
sum of $272.21 was paid to the firm of Froth-
ingham & Workman, out of the publie monies,
for hardware supplied for repairs, furniture,
etc., to the Penitentiaries of the Dominion ;

" That, whereas it also appears, and that Mr.
Mousseau, a Member of this bouse, bas stated
in bis place in the House that he is credibly In-
forme , and believes, that lie can establish that
divers sums of money were also paid during
the same year, and during the ensuing nine
months expiring on the lst day of April, in-
stant, out of public nionies, to the said firm of
Frothingham & Workman, for hardware and
other goods supplied to the Department of
Public Works for repairs and other works made
on the following Canals, Lachine, Carillon
and Grenville, Beauharnois, Chambly, Ste.
Anne's Locks and St. Ours Locks ;

" And, whereas the said Mr. Mousseau, a
Member of thii House, has also stated in his
place in the House that he is informed, and be-
lieves he can also establish, that the monies so
paid to the said firm of Frothingham & Work-
man were so paid under contracts and agree-
ments between the said firm and public officers
representing the Board of Directors of Peni-
tentiaries and the Department of Public Works,
and that Thomas Workman, Esq., a Member of
this House, was at the time when the said con-
tracts and agreements were entered into, and
the said payments made, a Member of the said
firm, and also a Member of this House for the
Electoral District of Montreal West ; be it
therefore

"Ordered, that the matter therein stated.
be referred to the Select Standing Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections, and that
they be directed to enquire into the facts, to
search for precedents, and to report the result
of their enquiries, and whether the said Thomas
Workman bhas vacated bis seat."

Mr. WORKMAN: Mr. Speaker,
before the motion is put I beg to say a
word or two in explanation. In refer-
ence to this transaction, Sir, I have
merely to say that I have no personal
knowledge of it whatever. The amount
the hon. gentleman mentions probably
has been paidto my firm. I never saw
the party who made ttie purchase; I
never spoke to him. I never saw the
goods laid out, as we call it. I never
saw the invoice until this morning.
I would not know the gentleman who
purchased the goods if I saw him; and
therefore, I am quite willing to submit
the whole of this matter to a Committee
of this House. If I have unintention-
ally erred, of course I must submit to
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the consequences, but I bave bad no
personal knowledge of those facte. If
this system is to be carried on, the only
plan for bon. members to adopt here-
after is to phce a detective or police-
man at the doors of their offices and
warerooms to prevent people going in
to buy goods. They would be safe
under that provision, and that provis-
ion only.

Motion agreed to.

THE SEAT FOR HOCHELAGA.

MOTION TO REFER.

Mr. CASEY made the following
etatement:-

" That lie is credibly informed, and believes
ho can establish, that in the years 1874, 1875,
and 1876, the newspaper Le Nouveau Monde,
published at Montreal, was paid divers sums
-out of the public monies for advertising, print-
ing and stationery printed and doue by the
-said paper for pubi offices, to wit:-the De-
partment of Militia, the Post Office, the In-
spectors of Peniteutiaries, and the Public
Works, per agreement, and under contract
with the officers of the said Departments, and
that at all the times above mentioned Alphonse
Desjardins, Esq., a Menmber of this House for
the Electoral District of Hochelaga, was the
.sole editor of the said newspaper, and publish-
.ed the samne for his sole benefit and advantage,
and that the said Alphonse Desjardins was
then and is now a Member of this House for the
.Electoral District of Hochelaga."

He moved:
" That, whereas it appears in the years 1874,

1875 and 1876, the newspaper Le Nouveau
ifonde, published at M4ontreal, was paid divers
sums out of the publir monies for advertising,
printing and statione y, printed and done by
the said paper for pulitic offices, to wit :-The
Department of Militia, the Post Office, the In-
spectors of Penitentiaries, and the Public
Works, per agreement 'nd under contract with
the officers of the said Departments, and that
at all the times above mentioned, Alphonse
Desjardins, Esq., a Meinher of this House for
the Electoral District of Hochelaga, was the
sole editor of the said newspaper, and published
the sane for his sole benefit and advantage,
sud that he said Alpionse Desjardins, was
then, and is now, a Member of this House for
the Electoral District ;f Hochelaga; be it
therefore

" Ordered, that the matter herein stated be
referred to the Select Standing Committee on
Privileges and Elections, and that they be
4irected to enquire into the facts, to search for
precedents, and to report the result of their
enquiries, and whether the said Alphonse Des-
jardins ha vacated his seat."

Mr. DESJARDINS: I have no rea-
sori to thank tho hon. member for
Elgin for the courtesy ho bas shown~m
any regard in this instance. I have

Mr. Wonrinx.

not had the advantage, like others, of
receiving notice that he was going to
move against me. I think that the
courtesy extended to others under the
circumstances ought to have been
exhibited towards myself. No notice
was given me of the intention of the
hon. member to make this childish
accusation against me to-day. The
only answer I have to give is this: In
the first place I am not the proprietor
of the Nouveau Monde; I am only a
shareholder in the company that owns
it, and my experience has been some-
thing like that of others regarding
political papers. I have expended money
on it, but I failed to receive any. I am
ready to abide by the decision of the
Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions.

Motion agreed to.

NORTIIERN R AfTT WAY COMPANY.

GOVERNMENT NOTICE OF MOTION.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved that to-
morrow the House go into U'ommittee
of the Whole to consider the following
resolution :-

I1. Resolved, That it is expedient to pro-
vide that the sum of £50,000 stg., second pre-
ference bonds now held by the Government of
Canada, part of a certain sum of £283,000 stg.,
of second preference bonds issued by thxe
Northern Railway Company of Canada, shall
hold equal rank and priority with other bonds
of the samte character in any re-arrangement
that may be authorized by an Act passed during
this Session ; and, further, that the sum of
£50,000 stg., part of a certain sun of £100,000
stg., of third preference bonds issued by the
saud Company, and now held by the Govern-
ment of Canada, together with the interest
thereon, be extinguished on the following con-
ditions:-

"1st. That tne said Company shall, within
one year from the first day of May, 1877, psy
to the Government the sum of £45,000 stg. in
cash, with interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per
annum.

"2nd. That the said Company shall within
the sanie period, pay the Government of Canada
the sum of twenty-seven thousand four hundred
and fifty-eight dollars and eighty-seven cents,
in satisfaction of the sums improperly applied
by the Company out of the moules payable to
the Government of Qanada, and also assign
the mortgage now held by the said Company
on the Couchiphiàg Hotel for monies advanced
thereon."

He said that at present the Govern-
ment held two distinct sums of£50,000
each, in claims against the Northern
Railway Company; one consisting of
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Second Preference Bonds, and the
other, of Third Preference Bonds.
They proposed, regarding the former,
which were part of a sum total of
-283,000, of Second Preference Bonds,
to accept the same terms as the
najority of the holders of the bonds

were willing to accept, that was to say :
to allow themselves to rank after the
issue of the bonds, the House had lately
authorized, on the conditions specified.
As to the second £50,000 of Third
Preference Bonds, with interest there-
on, they proposed to accept £45,000,
sterling, payable within one year, and
drawing interest at the rate of five
per cent., from the lst of May next, in
satisfaction of their claim. The posi-
tion of the Third Preference Bonds
was this: no interest had been paid on
these £50,000 by the Company, and a
sum of about £17,000 sterling was
due thereqn. It was not at all easy
to form an exact estimate of their
value. The Second Preference Bonds
were selling in London during the
past year, at a rate varying from 88
to 90, or thereabouts, in the open
market. The rate that would be paid
under this proposition would be in
the neighbourhood of some 70c. on
the dollar, and he thought that this
was as near the value of the Third
Preference Bonds as possible, and
considerably more, he had every
reason to believe, than they could be
sold for in the open market. Under
the terms of the Act, if the company
did not choose to accept this proposition
-providing it were passed-the rank
and priority of the Government
bonds would remain undisturbed.
Certain other claims, detailed in the
report of Committee submitted to the
House, made in all about $27,000, and
they deemed it right that the company
should refund this to the Government,
that amount having been paid out of
monies which otght to have been used
in liquidating the interest due the
Government. These sums would be
found detailed ini the first eleven sec-
tions of the report. About $13,500 had
been paid on aceount of the steamer
Chicora ; this might be said to have
been advanced for the legitimate pur-
poses of the company, and therefore
he had not thought it proper to make
any claim for it.

Mr. CAMERON said he would like to
ask the Minister of Finance if the sum
of $27,000 included the $2,000 reported
as paid to Mr. Moberley.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Yes.
Mr. CAMERON: Will the hon.

gentleman state the principle on which
this is considered an improper payment,
if there is any principle about it?

Mr. CARTWRIIT : I accepted
the report of the Committee regarding
it. This was, I think, not entitled to
be charged to legitimate working ex-
penses.

Mr. CAMERON said that surely a
bonus paid to an officer of the road
could be rightly charged as a legitimate
expense. The practice was common
among public companies and private
individuals. The Government also
gave gratuities to persons when retir-
ing from service after having served
the country for many years. This was
an every day occurrence. Ho
was entirely at a loss to conceive
how the Committee could come
to any such conclusion. He was
equally at a loss to discover the prin-
ciple on which the company was
ordered to refund the $27,000. The
company, according to the Com-
mittee's report, had misappropriated
$27,000, and the Government told them
that because they were unfortunate
eno,ugh to lose this, they must pay it
over again; because, if any one, the
company had been defrauded of this
money.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : No.
Government was defrauded.

The

Mr. CAMERON said that, if this
money had not been so expended, it
would not have been paid to the Gov-
ernment, but to the reduction of the
floating debt, which at present, ho be-
lieved, exceeded $200,000. To his own
knowledge, during the last six or seven
years, the company had owed one
gentleman who had supplied them
with iron four or five times, $27,000
continually. How this sum could have
been paid the Government passed his
comprehension. After an investigation
of weeks and months, the result re-
lated to this paltry $27,000 as having
been misappropriated during a period
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of nineteen years, extending from 1858
to 1877, when the company's receipts
had exceeded $11,000,00, the com-
pany having carried on a very large
business. He could only say it was an
instance of a mountain having labour-
ed and brought forth a mouse. The
investigation might have served
political ends, but it had been
of no benefit to the country.
It had led to a waste of time and
money. It was as if the Government
said to the company: " You want some
legislation in order to get your share
capital on a proper basis, and we wili
make you pay blackmail to that extent
to let the Bill through." The investiga-
tion had been proceeding here fbr
weeks past; fifteen or twenty tons of
books belonging to the company had
been brought down, and the time of
the House and of members had been
continually occupied with it. Not
only so, but the Government were
willing apparently to go into the busi-
ness of hotel keeping, because a
mortgage on a hotel property belong-
ing to ihe company was asked for.
He knew that the Minister of Public
Works was a very efficient public ser-
vant, who could carry through almost
anything he undertook; but he would
apply to this case the old Yankee
saying: " You may bo a mighty smart
man, but you cannot run a hotel." He
doubted that the hon. gentleman was
so very able as to be capable
of running the Couchiching Hotel.
The whole result had been to make
a farce of the proceedings, and the
report of the Committee was very
unjust and partizan. If certain trans-
actions were reported, why were not
others? While they were reporting
lawyers' fees, why did they not state
that Mr. Biggar received $15,000 of
the company's money, and the pre-
posterous sum of $2,500 for carrying
one little Bill through Parliament?
Why did they not report that the firm
of Morrison, Wells and Gordon had
received $10,000, which was equally
out of all proportion for the services
rendered ? The explanation as to why
these facts were not mentioned in the
report lay, no doubt, in the fact that
Mr. Biggar and the active member
of the firin of Morrison,Wells & Gordon
were friends of the hon. members op-

Mr. CAM1CRON.

posite. The $1,000 paid to Mr. Gordon
Brown, Mr. Cumberland admitted, was
given with the view of greasing the
wheels of the Globe newspaper. But
not one word was said about that.
It was beneath the dignity of this
House to take a mortgage upon the
Couchiching Hotel property on account
of the alleged defalcations of $27,000.
HUe did not think such action would
raise Canada in the eyes of the stock-
holders in England.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said for a con-
siderable number of years the com-
pany bad paid the interest on the three
preferential bonds with the exception
of the interest on these bonds belong-
ing to the Government.

Mr. TUPPER: What is the amount
of interest each year ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: £3,000, mak-
ing about £17,000 in all. Had not that
been the case there might be some force
in what the hon. member for North
Victoria (Mr. Cameron) had stated.
There had been large amounts mis-
appropriated which otherwise might
have gone to the payment of the Gov-
ernment interest. The company itself
did not dispute that these moneys were
improperly applied.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said, without
entering fully into the merits of the
report, there were one or two points
raised by the hon. membor for North
Victoria (Mir.Cameron) which deserved
some attention. It should be remem-
bered that the enquiry had been ex-
tended to the point ultimately fixed
upon by the motion of the right hon.
member for Kingston. -He could not
see that the report was unjust. It was
carefully cdrawn so that it should not
contain one single word which was not
fully, and sometimes more than fully,
borne out by the evidence. He chal-
lenged hon. gentlemen opposite to say
that one single particular in the report
varied from the facts as brough t out in
evidence. The $2,000 paid to Mr.
Moberley was held to be improperly
paid on the same ground as the other
payments. It appeared not to have
been anything new for some of the
officers of the company to overdraw
their salaries. When the new eleva-
tors were constructed, Mr. Moberley
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received in addition to his salary
large commissions, and yet over-
drew his account by $2,000, which
was balanced by making the sum
appear as a bonus. It was complained
that the charges against Messrs. Mor-
rison, Wells and Gordon had not been
enquired into. They were enquired
into by the Royal Commission, which
reported that a certair sum was paid
for certain services, and pretty well
paid too he thought. But the Commit-
tee had other matters to consider
which fully occupied the whole of
their time. The enlargement of the
enquiry rendered it necessary that
they should not undertake more than
they could get through and thus defeat
a report being made, but should en-
deavour to ascertain the facts of each
case which they took up. It was also
complained that the $1,000 paid to Mr.
Gordon Brown was not included in the
report. It was not his (Mr. Archi-
bald's) fault. He consulted a gentle-
man belonging to the Opposition who
was a member of the Cominittee, who
candidly admitted that there was no-
thing in it.

Mr. BOWELL: Who was that ?
Mr. ARCHIBALD: Mr. McCarthy.

The report omitted to state that Mr.
Bernard had been paid the money re-
ceived by him, but mention was made
of the transaction because it was held
to be an improper act.

Mr. BOWELL said he neither com-
plained of the remarks made by the
Chairman of the Committee (Mr.
Archibald), nor was he prepared to
say that the facts as stated in the re-
port were not borne ont by the evi-
dence taken before the Committee; but
the manner in which the report was
drafted and presented to the House
left an impression upon the minds of
those who read it, without hav-
ing read the evidence before, that it
was neither fair nor equitable. He
complained not so much as to what
the report contained as to what was
left out, which, if inserted, would, to a
great extent, explain conclusions and
deductions which must be drawn by
anyone not familiar with the facts.
The hon. member for Stormont (Mr.
Archibald) had statel that the reason
the Committee did not examine into

the matters connected with payments to
Messrs. Morrison, Wells & Gordon, was
because they had not time. He (Mr.
Bowell) concurred with him in that
respect. But the hon. gentlemen also
gave, as an additional reason, the fact
that they Lad been deaIt with fully by
the Royal Commission.

Mr. ARCIIIBALD : I did not say
that. I said we lad not time, and re-
marked that the Royal Commission
had examined into the matters.

Mr. BOWELL : An equally search-
ing investigation was made into the
accounts of the late President, Mr.
Beverley Robinson ; and yet all the
facts and figures connected with the
amount he drew were embodied
in the report, while not a single
reference was made te the transaction
of Morrison, Wells & Gordon. He
objected, not so much that the figures
were placed in the report, but that the
explanations which were given by Mr.
Cumberland and Mr. Robinson as to
drawing these amounts wore not aliso
embodied in the report. The report
left the impression that Mir. Robinson
overdrew his account, and that the
amount so overdrawn should have been
appropriated for the purpose of reduc-
ing the amount due to the Government.
The explanation of Mr. Robinson, whe-
ther right or wrong, was that he had
expended more in the service of the
company than lie was given credit for,
and that he was entitled to and de-
manded a larger salary than had been
paid to him; and he produced a letter
from Mr. Cumberland which must
leave the impression upon the mind of
anyone that read it that this claim was
proper and legitimate. Mr. Cumber-
land, moreover, stated that he intended,
as soon as an opportunity presented
itself, te recommend the payment of
this money to Mr. Robinson, in con-
sideration of the services rendered as
the Superintendent and servant o the
company. That was also stated in
the report of the Royal Commission
laid before the House. Sa that the
Committee had not only constituted
themselves a Committee of enquiry to
examine into the mal-appropriation of
money of the Company, but alsojudge,
jury and hangman. They had arro-
gated to themselves the right to say
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whether a dispute that still existed
between the President of that com-
pany and the company itself should be
decided in a particular way, a question
which could only be legitimately and
properly decided by a Court of
Law. He had no doubt that,
if Mr. Robinson and Mr. Cumberland
were to give the same evidence before a
judge and jury, the award of that sum
of money would be made to Mr. Robin-
son. Several other amounts which had
been spent had been omitted in the
report. It was rather sigificant that
not one member of the political party
of gentlemen opposite was mentioned
in the report, except to justify the
expenditure of money. Mr. Chisholm
received $1,000 for the purpose of pro-
moting certain bonus by-laws, and Mr.
Robinson received a certain sum for
the same purpose; yet the former was
nlot mentioned in the report. The
$ 1,000 given to Mr. Gordon Brown for
the patent nut-lock was evidently
placed in the same category by Mr.
Cumberland as the $1,000 subscribed in
.Mail stock. He was bound to say,
however, that the purchasing of the
nut-lock had no influence upon the
Globe. Mr. Patteson of the Mail had
sworn that he was never asked to
write an article in favour of the
Northern Railway, and that no control
over the columns of the paper
had been sought by Mr. Cumberland.
He had expected that the Chairman of
the Committee would have moved the
adoption of the report at an earlier
day, when he (Mr. Bowell) would have
been prepared to state his objections
more fully. The objections he enter-
tained to the reductions drawn in the
report ho had stated in the Committee,
and, being the only dissentient in the
Committee, ho had bis reasons entered
on the minutes. His reasons were
these : While there was a floating
debt which was sworn to in evidence
of from £20,000 to £50,000 during the
whole of the time in question, which
had been incurred for the rolling stock
and various purposes, if any portion of
the current expenditure could be includ-
ed in that floating debt, that money was
equally applicable to the payment of
those expensts as to payment of the
Government debt. According to,
his reading of the law, it would

Mr. BOWELL.

be applicable first to the payment
of the floating debt. Mr. Cumberland
had stated very frankly that they had
paid interest to the bondholders in the
old country for the purpose of main-
taining their credit in the English
market. It was open to fair and
legitimate criticism whether that pro-
ceeding was right or wrong, but he
contended that the liability of the
company with regard to its floating
debt was the first amount which should
have been paid. He did not under-
stand the principle' on which the
mortgage for the CouchichingHotel had
been taken. It appeared to have been
the best managed speculation for stock-
holders of any enterprise connected
with the line. The managers appeared
to have obtained from the coffers of
the Northern Extensions Railway Com-
pany the sum of $30,000 or $40,000,
which did not appear to have been
accounted for, and they also obtained
a large amount from the Northern
Railway Company, believing that the
establishment of what would prove to
be a summer resort or watering place
would compensate the road for money
invested in it. Hie would not be pro-
pared to say that that was not a per-
fectly legitimate expenditure. Any
one who had seen the use to which
railways put their money in order to
create traffic over their roads would
consider that this might be legitimately
and properly expended. But, on
taking over the Northern Extensions
Railway, they were to pay over a
certain sum of money and receive all
the property belonging to the road.
They did talke over the Couchiching
Ilotel property, on which they
held a mortgage, but they took
no stop to prevent the stockholders,
whose principal mouth-piece was i Mr.
J. D. Edgar, when this property was
burnt down, from getting the insurance
money into their coffers. On the con-
trary, they permitted the misappro-
priation of that money, and allowed
the directors to put it into their own
pockets instead of paying with it their
debts. It was true, they paid a
certain proportion of the amount for
which they were personally liable ý
but there was from $15,000 to $19,000
remaining, which they divided among
themselves, and allowed their debt to
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the Northern Railway to continue.
Reference was made in the report to
two drafts of $500 each, drawn by Sir
John A. Macdonakd, which were
charged to parliamentary expenses.
No explanation was given of that
amount, and a misapprehension would
be left in the minds of any person
who read the report. It had boen,
however, denied that Sir John A.
Macdonald knew, when he drew the
money, that it came from the Northern
Railway Company. He had stated
distinctly and positively in evidence
that he had not such knowledge; but
that, on the contrary, he thought the
contribution was made by Mr. Cumber-
land himself. As to that money, said
to have been misappropriated, which
went to Sir John A. Macdonald's testi-
monial fund, it had been explained
that Sir John A. Macdonald knew
nothing whatever of the subscription
coming out of the funds of the com-
pany; but it might have been said
that he had no knowledge that a sub-
scription of that kind was made at all by
those parties, for such view was con-
firmed by the evidence of the Hon. Mr.
Macpherson. The complaint he (Mr.
Bowell) had to make was that no ex-
planation was given with respect to
the first paragraph of the report. It
was precisely the same with respect to
the clause in the report which treated
of two amounts having been paid to
the Mail newspaper. With regard to
this subscription for Mail stock made
by Mr. Morrison, Mr. Barlow Cum-
berland suggested the mode in which
they should be entered. It had been
contended that it was done with the
consent, knowledge and approbation of
the conductor of that newspaper, but
Mr. Patteson had sworn positively
and distinctly that ho knew nothing of
the transaction, that he would never
have permitted it, that it was an im-
proper transaction, suggested by Mr.
B. Cumberland himself and carried out
by the book-keeper and collector, of
which he did not approve. The same
objection applied to the paragraph of
the report, with respect to the sub-
seription given to Mr. J. C. Campbell
of Toronto, for, on reading the report,
any one would come to the conclusion
that Mr.Campbell knew, or had reason
to believe, that the money was appro-

riated out of the funds of the Northern
Rilway Company. Mr. Campbell had

sworn distinctly that he had no know-
ledge of its having been so paid. On
the contrary, he thought that it was a
private subscription on the part of Mr.
Cumberland. Mr. Cumberland, how-
ever, stated that, if those persons who
drew on him thought that the money
was all coming out of his own funds,
they must have considered him a much
richer man than he was. That, no
doubt, might have been the case.
Whether that was the case or not, there
was no doubt a most wasteful expendi-
ture in many respects, which was not
embodied in the report, or the amount
would have been swollen to an enor-
mous extent. Those were the reasons
why he objected to the wording of the
report,-not so much to what it con-
tained as to what was omitted. With
regard to Mr. Moberley, he appeared
to have free entry to the coffers
of the company. lie, as the engineer,
had received large commissions while
employed superintending the erection
of elevators, for which he was liberally
paid; and Mr. Cumberland stated that
the $2,000 mentioned, was given to
him for a bonus in consideration of
services as a faithful servant of the
company. -He quite agreed with the
hon. member for North Victoria (Mr.
Cameron) that that was not an item
which could be called misappropriation
or a malappropriation of the company,
for they knew that, in ordinary busi-
ness affairs, efficient employés of long
service often received bonuses on re-
tiring. It was well known that both
the present and the late Government
had carried out that principle in deal-
ing with many faithul officers; and,
therefore, in entering the $2,000 as
a misappropriation ot money, the
Committee did not do justice to
the company and its management.

Mr. LITTLE said that any measure
affecting the interests of the Northern
Railway met with considerable atten-
tion from his constituents, for his
county was a large stockholder in the
Northern Rtailway. At the time when
the Government first instituted an in-
vestigation into the financial affairs of
the line, it was viewed as a political
movement, and ho had not changed
his opinion-but he did not see what
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political capital was made out of it.
He could not agree with the report ol
the Special Committee, for it had
glossed over the sums paid to certain
parties, and made special reference to
payments to others of a certain politi-
cal bias. There was no reference dis-
paragingly to Mr. Edgar, who it appear-
ed received a very large sui for parlia-
mentary and other services. The Com-
mittee must know what those services
were, but the report never mentioned
them; and there was no reference at
all to the money paid to Mr. Gordon
Brown for ostensibly a patent nut
worker, which was afterwards.found
to be next to worthless. He (Mr. Lit-
tie) was not there to speak, and he
did not speak, to defend Mr. Cumber-
land in paying these sums mentioned.
In his opinion these sums were not ja-
diciously paid; but he (Mr. Little) was
not a railroad man, and it must be re-
mnembered that Mr. CL mberland stated
that as managing director of the road,
he had paid these sums in the interest
of the line. At the time when he first
entered Parliament, the Grand frunk
and Great Western Railroads were
largely represented in this House; the
Hudson Bay Company and others af-
tervvrds and since; and, if any assis-
tance was required for the Northern
Railway, and it was, and was now still
required, it vas right that the line in
question should have an influence as
much as others. He did not think
Mir. Cumberland was altogether right
in paying these sums, but his
constituents recognized Mr. Cum-
berland as a vei y succassful rail-
road manager, perhaps the best in
the Dominion. Mr. Cumberland had
been manager for over twenty years.
There had been no crash-ups or break-
downs like other lines. When he first
had charge the road was in a shocking
condition, no rolling stock to speak of,
and the wages of the working hands
months upon months in arrears. Al
this was now changed; the line could
compete favourably with any other ;
but his county still required more.
The line was isolated ; it was the
broad guage, whilst the Grand Trunk,
Great Western and others were the
narrow guage. lis people could not
ship a bushel of grain either to the
east or west without breaking bulk.

Mr. LITTLE.

But to change the guage of the North-
ern a large suin was required, and the
Government, instead of helping his
county, were demanding better terms
from the Northern Company, and con-
sequently from the people who were
large stockholders. To him it seemed
that the Government could not fairly
do so in the face of the agreement
entered into in 1875, and since ratified
by the Government last year in accept-
ing the sum from the Northern Rail-
way Company, as agreed upon. He
looked upon the action of the Govern-
ment as too tardy. Why did not the
political spy who was in the service
of the company give his information
before. He supposed that this party
also was looking for better teris from
the Railroad Board, and, being refused,
made terms with the Government. It
was unfair for the Government now to
exact further money; if it was exacted,
it should, if possible, be paid by the
bondholders, and not by the stockhold-
ers, for the stockholders had no voice,
and were not consulted in the disposal
of these sums. It was unfair for the
Government, who should look to the
interests of the people, to put the
brakes on and demand further sums
from the company, which, after all,
would injure the interests of the line,
and consequently the people who made
use of it, and required assistance to
have the guage changed.

Mr. GUTHRIE said he did not wish
to go at length into this discussion,
which would be more appropriate when
the report came to be considered; but
he would call attention to one or two
things which had fallen from the hon.
member for North Hastings (Mr.
Bowell). That hon. gentleman sought
to croate the impression that the
report was unfair in what it left out-
that certain facts had been suppressed.
He was prepared to challenge the hon.
gentleman, when the evidence came
clown, to point out a single instance in
which anything had been suppressed
that ought fairly to have been placed
in the report. He was prepared to
say that not one important fact in
explanation of any of those improper
payments had been omitted by the
Committee without just reason.

Mr. BOWELL: I accept that chal-
lenge.

Company.[COMMONS.]
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Mr. GTJTHRIE: One of the matters
-to which the hon. gentleman referred
was in reference to Mr. Robinson's
salary. That salary was paid in
regular monthly instalments, and had
been changed to varions amounts. The
Committee felt that, Mr. Robinson
holding office at a fixed salary, they
could not, as sensible business men,
allow any claim that his services were
worth more than that salary. The
salary due to him was properly credit-
ed to him, and they could not justify
the over-drawing of his account. With
regard to the fact that the report said
nothing abeut Mr. Gordon Brown, the
hon. member for North Hastings never
suggested that that was a proper sub-
ject for mention in the report. Any
one who read the evidence must come
to the conclusion that there was no
impropriety on the part of Mr. Brown
in relation to that transaction. The
distinction between the case of the
Mail and that was obvious. Taking
stock in the Mail was an illegal trans-
action ; the purchase of a patent
nutlock for the use of the rail-
way, which was recommended by
the Engineer, and which, if it had
answered the expectations, would have
been worth the money, was a legiti-
mnate transaction. With regard to the
Chisholm matter, there was no evi-
dence whatever before the Committee
that the money had been applied to an
improper or illegal purpose. It was
admitted that this system of obtaining
bonuses was an expensive inatter, but
Mr. Chisholm was exactly in the same
position as the other gentlemen who
received money for similar purposes.
It was unfair for the hon. gentleman
to come down to the louse, when he
had said nothing about the matter in
Committee, to say other hon. members
had acted unfairly. They were charged
that, in two or three instances, the re-
port did not say that misappropriations
had taken place without the knowledge
of the gentleman concerned. There
was nothing in the report which
claimed that Sir John A. Macdonald or
Mr. Campbell knew that the money
came out of the company's funds. It
was true that those gentlemen said
they had no knowledge, but the cir-
cumstances pointed the other way.
Mr. Cuimberland stated that his private

subscriptions were of a smaller charac-
ter, and that no one could regard those
subscriptions as anything but railway
subscriptions. Furthermore, ho under-
stood Mr. Cumberland to adbere to his
impression, notwithstanding Mr. Camp-
bell's denial that he did not know the
money had come out of the railway
funds. The Committee had stated
the undeniable facts which had
been proved, and had not re-
ferred to the controverted facts.
There was no reason to believe that
Mr. Patteson of the Mail had personal
knowledge of the transaction witlh that
newspaper. The financial clerk of the
Mail made out the accounts and col-
lected the money. When the evidence
was examined, it would be found that
the charges of the hon. member for
North Hastings were utterly ground-
less.

Mr. TUPPER said he did not pro-
pose to go elaborately into the charac-
ter of the report, as ho must confess
that it did not fairly realize his expec-
tations. Hon. members on the other
side of the House had challenged the
Opposition to formulate their charges,
but when they did so those hon, gen-
tlemen seemed rather to complain
about the course they adopted; but, if
there was any person who was under
the impression that it was the duty of
the Op osition to formulate charges in
this House, this report would be a
sufficient answer to him. The hon.
member for Stormont (Mr. Archibald)
said it must not be forgotten that the
resolution was extended in its character
by the right hon. member for Kingston
(Sir John A. Macdonald). It should
also be remembered that, when the
House was called upon to deal with the
resolution, hon. gentlemen opposite
exercised the power wbich they pos-
sessed by packing the Committee with
six of the strongest partizans to be
found on that side of the flouse; and
ho quite admitted that, in defence of
their privileges,the Opposition selected
partisans to serve on the Committee.
He wanted to draw attention to the
tribunal to which they must submit in
formulating charges in this louse, and
the power of that majority of two to one
had been exercised in a way ho was
not required to advert to after the
statements of the hon. members for
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North Hastings and Victoria. Those
hon. gentlemen had shown the char-
acter of the report, and had given to
the House and the country a thorough
exemplification of what might be
expected from charges formulated in
this House in reference to any ques-
tion. -He agreed with the hon. member
for Victoria that the Government, in
going outside of the report altogether,
and in bringing this question before
the House, had adopted a course
unworthy of them. It was the duty
of the Government, in bringing busi-
ness before Parliament, to accomplish
the object in view without the intro-
duction of any irrelevant matter
that could possibly be avoided.
The hon. gentleman asked them
to pass a resolution which he
thought was not true in point of
fact. It asserted that this $27,000,
which was declared to have been im-
properly expended, was a debt to the
Government. Hie denied that this was
the case. The Government were
asking the House to accept a compo-
sition with the company, and yet
demanded the payment of the $27,000
in full. The hon. member for North
Victoria (Mr. Cameron) had shown
that, during the period in question,
the company were indebted to other
parties in connection with the expen-
diture for the necessary operations of
the road. The hon. gentleman, in his
anxiety to introduce this matter, and
-this action was unworthy of the hon.
gentleman, actually asked them to
accept a resolution which, he con-
tended, was, in part, not true in fact.
The hon. gentleman admitted that the
Government was not in a position to
exact full payment on their loans;
and if this was the case, all this
$27,000 was not payable to the Gov-
ernment, but only the same moiety
demanded in the other case. The
Ion, gentleman had been induced,
for party purposes, to state a thing
which was a total fallacy. The hon.
gentleman said that about £17,000 as
interest was due on the £50,000 Third
Preference Bonds, making in all
£67,000, and the very extraordinary-
he would not say, absurd-proposition
was made to accept for this, £45,000
plus the $27,458.57. This was ludic-
ious when examined. The bon. mem-

Mr. TUPPER.

ber for North Victoria (Mr. Cameron>
seemed to think it was a great hard-
ship for the company to be called upon
to pay this $27,000; but he did not
agree with this view. The louse was
asked to delude itself into the im-
pression that this $27,000 was being
paid back, when £45,000 was to be
accepted for £67,000. He wished to
call attention to a very extraordinary
thing which had occurred in connection
with the Committee of investigation.
The Commission had the services of
one of the ablest accountants in the
publie service placed at their disposal.
The accountant discharged his duty,
and informed the Committee that he
bad made a report. The whole essence
of the Governmental investigation was
contained in this report, and yet the
power of the Government or the Com-
mittee had been used to prevent this
report from being submitted. It was
suppressed from the Committee and
Parliament. This was a startling fact
connected with the mode in which the
Committee had discharged the duties
entrusted to tbem. The Minister of
Finance had not shown his usual saga-
city in dealing with this question, but
had framed the resolutions in order to
serve small party purposes, and to put
the resolutions on the Journals in their
present form.

Mr. HOLTON said the hon. member
for Cumberland had made out a very
strong case for the exaction of more
stringent terms respecting the bonds.
In Committee it would be for the House
to consider whether more stringent
terms should not be made. If the hon.
gentleman and the hon. member for
Victoria (Mr. Cameron) were of the
same opinion in Committee, he was
quite sure that a large number of the
members were disposed to exact the
letter of the bond. This $27,000 which
had been improperly expended un-
doubtedly belonged to the Government
after the payment of prior claims. It
ranked before the Government lien.
There was a great deal to be said in
favour of the view that too liberal a
settlement was proposed. It had been
the lot of the company to be represen t-
ed in the House, and it had been the
hard lot of the company to be repre-
sented in the House by wise friends,
among the wisest of whom he would
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place the hon. member for Cumberland
(iMr. Tupper), who exceeded, perhaps,
in wisdom the hon. member for Vic-
toria (Mr. Cameron) and even the hon.
member for West Toronto (Mr. Robin-
son).

Mr. TUPPER said the hon. member
for Chateauguay was rather illogical.
How could the statements of his com-
plaining that the terms were too lib-
oral, and of his being a representative
of the company be reconciled? H1e had
never had any connection, direct or
indirect, in the most remote character,
with the company. He had not com-
plained of the terms offered to the
company. He had assumed that the
Government had investigated the mat-
ter, and decided upon proper terms, but
lie had said that if the Government
declared that a. certain amount was
sufficient compensation, they should
not delude theinselves into taking
money out of one pocket and putting
it into another, and supposing that
they were thus obtaining money which
would not otherwise have been secured.

Mr. BERTRAM said it was some-
what unfortunate that the bon.
member for North Hastings (Mr.
lBowell) did not agree with the report
submitted by the Committee. The hon.
gentleman had not said that the report
was not borne out by the evidence, but
that in his estimation it was unfair. If
the hon. member held these views, be
should have offered an amendment in
Committee, and placed them on record.
If the minutes of the Committee were
examined, it would be found, he
believed, that only in one instance,
or at most in two instances, had the
hon. gentleman offered an amendment
to the report; and this he considered a
sufficient answer to any charge the
hon. gentleman might make as to
the unfairness of the finding.
He was somewhat surprised to
hear the hon. member for Cumberland
charge the House with appointing
nine of the strongest partizans in the
louse on the Committee. In a matter

of this kind, he thought that the bon.
member should speak for himself
alone; whether hon. members were
strong political partizans or otherwise
had nothing whatever to do do with
the question. If there was anything

wrong in the report, it would be quite
proper to take exception to it, but it
was not right to charge any hon. gen-
tleman who performed a duty placed
on his shoulders by the House with
partizanship in the matter. He did
not think that the bon. member for
Hastings would say that he was in any
instance prevented from making any
enquiries he thought proper to make
in the Committee.

Mr. BOWELL: That report ex-
cepted.

Mr. BERTRAM said he intended to
allude further on to this matter. The
bon. member for Cumberland had said,
that the part of the resolutions
relating to the $27,458.87 was not truc
in fact. The same subject had been
touched upon by the hon. member for
North Hastings (Mr. Bowell), but ho
considered that this hon. gentleman
had rather hazy ideas as to that of which
a floating debt consisted. No man or
company could possibly do business
without having a floating debt of some
kind, and the Northern Railway Com-
pany must have a floating debt. In
1868, this debt was paid off by money
borrowed, and the company again
started in that year with a clean sheet.
It was in evidence that, after that time
and up to the tinie of amalgamation,
most of the floating debt then existing
had been incurred by advances made
to the Northern Extensions Railway
Company. From 1863-4 to 1874-5, no
less a sum than £200,00) or £300,000
sterling had been thus paid out of the
profits of the company over and above
the working expenses, for rolling stock
and new works; and it was in evidence
that it was with the tacit consent of
the late Government that this money
was used for that purpose. In the
Act of 1860, and the Act of 1868, it was
set forth that the first charge on the
road was the working expenses, and
the next the payment of interest on
the First Preference Bonds; the next in
order being the Second Preference
Bonds. In 1868, £150,000 sterling were
U ut before the Government lien, and the

ailway Company expended some
£30,000 or £40,000 sterling on new
-works. Interest was payable on tho
3rd A and 3rd B Bonds, and after them
on the Government lieu, and during
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this time the Company expended be-
tween £200,000 and £300,000 sterling
out of their revenue for purposes of the
kind mentioned. It was manifest that,
if the Government had demanded it, a
part of this money should have been
paid them instead of being expended
for new works and rolling stock, &c.
No one seemed to say that this $27,000
had not been improperly expended,
and if it had not been so paid out
it could have been paid either on
the Government lien or on the 3 B
Bonds. It was an extraordinary thing
that interest on these bonds had never
been paid, because-as the manager
stated-it had never been demanded
by the Government. The company
had money to use for all the purposes
2mentioned, but not one dollar had been
paid to the Government, simply because
they had not asked for it. When it
was taken into consideration that such
large amounts had been paid for other
purposes than those mentioned in the
Act, they must be held liable in this
regard. If any facts had been sup-
pressed by the company, then it was
certainly equitable that the company
should be still so held liable. The
Government had not been informed of
this improper expenditure, and they,
therefore, held that these sums were
properly applicable to the payment of
the Government lien. With reference
to the remark of the hon. member for
Cumberland that the Committee did
not use the report made by the gentle-
man who accompanied the Commission,
the facts were these : le did not have
the books of the company to examine,
but only based his report on the state-
ments of officers of the company. Hie
admitted also that he was not a rail-
-way man, but merely an accountant.
The memorandum or report he
,prepared was not in evidence as part
of the Royal Commission. The
Committee thought they had much
better take the books of the company
than this gentleman's report as evi-
dence.

Mr. COOK said he agreed with the
observation of the hon. member for

.South Simcoe (Mr. Little) that this
case had a political application. But
the hon. gentleman forgot that the
motion for the Committee originated
awith the Opposition side of the fHouse.

Mr. BERTRAM.

The hon. gentleman must know the
way in which the road had been
managed for political objects for a
number of years. In 1874 he (Mr.
Cook) made a motion for the investiga-
tion of the affairs of this rail way, some-
thing similar to that made a short
time ago. He was satisfied from what
others had told him that a great many
misappropriationshad taken place. He
then asked the hon. the Premier to allow
an investigation into the books of the
company before any legislation was had
as to the reduction of the Government
lien upon the road; but, as he was not
able to make any specific charge, the
Premier said he did not think the Gov-
ernment were justified in taking the
matter into their hands without some
tangible evidence, and the motion was
withdrawn accordingly. In 1875 a
Bill was introduced to reduce the Gov-
ernment lien. He heartily supported
the Bill, because the road was in a
crippled condition, and the Bill would
much enhance the value of the road to
that part of the country through which
it passed, and especially through the
constituency he himself represented.
He noticed with a great deal of amuse-
ment the way in which the hon. mem-
ber for North Hastings (Mr. Bowell)
referred to the money given by the
company towards the testimonial to
the right hon. member for Kingston.
That gentleman stated that this was
not the money of the Government, but
of the company. He (Mr. Cook) had
an extract he would read from a Conser-
vative paper published in Toronto, the
Telegram, published by Mr. Robertson,
the gentleman who was so brutally
knocked down by the member for
West Toronto, one of the gentleman
party, on the streets of that city. The
Telegram said:

" Every dollar taken from the funds of the
Northern Railway was a dollar taken from
the public funds, the company being at that
time a debtor to the Government to the
amount of several hundred thousand pounds.
It follows, therefore, that when Mr. Beverley
Robinson was paying his election expenses
out of the moneys belonging to the Northern
Railway, and was spending the funds of the
road in excess of his salary-when Mr. Angus
Morrison was subscribing for stock in a
political journal, and throwingmoney about,
lobbying for a railway corporation, instead
of protecting the interests of the -people-
and when Sir John Macdonald was levying
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on the company for the election of poor
young men who were ruuning for Parliament
under his protection (Sir Francis Hincke
being one of them), lie and they were
despoiling the people o1 Canada of money
which should have gone into the public
treasury."

Mr. BOWELL: Do you call that a
Conservative paper?

Mr. COOK said that such was the
gentleman who had accused him (Mr.
Cook) of having fraudulently obtained
his election ; that was the gentleman
who, with his virtuous and innocent
smile, which he always wore when he
meant mischief, had been putting his
hands deep up to his elbows in the cof-
fers of the Northern Railroad. Who
would have thought that the hon. gen-
tleman would have done this when le
had stood up in this Flouse and present-
ed a petition against bis (Mr. Cook's)
return in 1872 ? Who would have
thought that Sir Francis Hincks, who
had also accused him of corruption,
would have been the recipient of $1,000
from the Northern Railway to promote
his own election in the county of Ren-
frew ? But such was nevertheless the
fact. If le (Mr. Cook) did expend
money at elections it was merely to
fight the enemy with their own weap-
ons, and to meet on an equality those
who had their election expenses paid
by the Pacifie Railway ring and the
Secret Service money. He was pre-
pared to prove by a Committee of the
House, if it was granted, that larger
sums of money had been expended by
his opponents in his constituency than
by himself and his friends ; and when
he did spend noney be took it from his
own pocket and not from the public
Treasury, which had been swindled by
the Northern Railway Company for
years. He had taken some notice of
the manner in which the investigation
had been conducted. The honorable
member for Cardwell (Mr. McCarthy),
who was attorney for the county of
Simcoe, and whose duty it was to ex-
tract as much information as possible
from the witnesses, seemed to try to
keep baqk evidence which might be
damaging to the party of which le
Was a member, although of benefit to
the eounty ofSimeoe. He ([Mr. Cook)
had had some experience of the way
the Northern Railway was used as a

political engine in favour of the late
Government. He had had the com-
pany's navvies for the construction of
the Extension follow him about the
constituency with the view of breaking
up his meetings, and he believed they
were instigated by the leaders of the
road. A gentleman of undoubted
reputation and truthfulness, for many
years holding a high position in the
Northern Railway Company, stated in
a letter written to him : " Reformers
on the Northern Railway were almost
porsecuted at election times." The
hon. member for North Victoria (Mr.
Cameron) had characterized the act of
the Government, in securing a portion
of the illegal expenditure of the
Northern Railway Company, in the
resolutions now before the House, by
making them refund $27,000 and
securing a mortgage on the Couchi-
ching Hotel property, now held by the
company, in terrms of disrespect, and
wisbed to know if the Government
intended to keep a botel. He would
advise the hon. the Premier to engage
the services of the hon. member to
manage the botel, as he had for a num-
ber of years been practising at the Bar.
When the Bill for the relief of the
Northern Railway was introduced in
this fouse, it contained a clause to
cancel the county of Simcoe stock. He
succeeded in Committee in having that
objectionable clause expunged, thereby
preserving intact the rights of the
county; a part of which he had the
honour of representing in Parliament.
Ie took special credit for this to him-
self, and he thought it would be appre-
ciated in the proper quarter, and at the
proper time, as no doubt this stock
would soon become valuable from the
course of events in connection with
that road. ]HIe would probably take
another opportunity of referring at
greater length to the political character
of the Northern Railroad.

Mr. McCALLUM said, on a former
occasion, he had opposed the passage of
the Northern Railway Bill. At that
time a report was made by the Trea-
surer of Ontario, Mr. Crooks, who
showed that the company was able to
pay its indebtedness to the Government,
and yet have enough money to keep
the road in working order. Is (Mr.
McCallum's) opinion was that the
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political character of the company
would change with the change of par-
ties, and his expectation was realized.
In looking at the names of those
who obtained money from the com-
pany, he observed the name of the
gentleman who was sent as a Commis-
sioner to British Columbia, who was a
great favourite with the Government.
That gentleman received more than
all the others put together; but his
name was not mentioned in the Com-
mittee's report. Even the Royal Com-
missioners in their report went so far
as to say that the gentleman in ques-
tion did not receive any money for
payment of election expenses. He
had, however, been useful, and might
prove useful again to the Government,
and it was therefore advisable that he
should be whitewashed by the Com.
mission or the Committee. The Com-
missioners in their report said:

" In consequence of runours that other
parties had received sums of noney for
improper purposes out of the funds of the
Northern Railway Company, and that Mr.
J. D. Edgar had been the recipient of some
for his election expenses, it was considered
proper to have Messrs. Cumberland and
Edgar examined in relation thereto; and
this having been done, we find that there is
no ground for such rumour; but that whatever
moneys Mr. Edgar received from the
Northern Railway Company were so received
in his professional capacity, for legal and
parliamentary services rendered the
conpany in 1874-75. when he had no seat in
Parliament, and that the remuneration for
his services had the sanction of the Board of
Directors for the time being."

In regard to the charges made
against the hon. member for West
Toronto (Mr. Robinson) in connection
with having taken money from the
company, ho found the following, the
evidence of Col. Cumberland-and he
(Mr. McCallum) was not present in the
House to defend that hon. member
who would be able to defend himself:-

"Q.-But you were not paying Mr.
Robinson the same as Mr. Justice Morrison ?

" A.-No, but it was my intention that he
should be paid the same as his predecessor.

" Q.-And on account of that intention
you paid him these amounts ?

" A.-I won't say that it was an absolute
intention ; but I saw and recognized his
claim, and wher the time' arrived when I
could exercise my influence, I would see that
he was paid.

" Q.-And therefore you gave him these
.notes from time to time?

Mr. McCAun:VM.

"A.-Yes, that was the reason."
He believed when Mr. Robinson took
that money he thought he had a right
to it; that lie was as much entitled to
it as was his predecessor. He did not
think Mr. Robinson was any more
guilty than many other public men.
The Government were much to blame
in connection with the matter, for they
voted down a motion submitted by
him (Mr. McCallum) on the general
subject. In regard to the political
aspect of the question, ho would state
that, when a new Government came
into power, the Northern Railway
changed its politics, because Mr.
Morrison bad given evidence that he
was removed from the Board on
account of his politics, and that a gen-
tleman was placed there who was in
political sympathy with the Govern-
ment. The hon. member for North
Simcoe (Mr. Cook) appeared to have
a great grievance because $2,500 was
subscribed by the Northern Railway
Company to the testimonial to Sir
John A. Macdonald, because of the
Northern Railway Company's influence
in his county, and because $1,000 had
been subscribed by the company to-
wards Sir Francis Hincks' election
fund; and, at the same time, the hon.
member for South Simcoe had loudly
boasted that he had never spent money
in such a direction. But the House
knew that that hon. gentleman had
spent money in such objects, that ho
made a " big push" and " came down
handsomely" to the tune of $80,000
for election purposes.

Motion agreed to.

It being Six o'clock the Speaker left
the Chair.

After Recess.

AUDITING OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 118.]

(Mr. Cartwright).

THIRD READING.

Order for third reading read.

Mr. MITCHELL said ho had offered
some objections to this Bill in Com-
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mittee, but lie had withdrawn bis oppo-
sition in deference to the explanations
which the hon. the Minister of Finance
had] made. He would say, however,
that ho saw no good reason for the
change proposed.

Mr. HOLTON said he had very con-
siderable doubts as to the expediency
of the proposed change. He took it
for granted that his hon. friend (Mr.
Cartwright) was satisfied that he could
get the supplies needed in time under
this Bill. One great advantage result-
ing from this measure, however, would
be the repeal of a Bill which ho never
regarded favourably, and that was the
Act authorizing the over-lapping of
appropriations. He apprehended that
spme inconvenience and confusion
would result during the transition from
the present system to that proposed.

Mr. MASSON said in this, as in
many other things, ho would follow
the lead of his hon. friend for Chateau-
guay (Mr. Holton). He thought some
inconveniences would result from the
new system. If* the fiscal year ended
31st March, Parliament might sit be-
yond that time, and the Government
would have to bring in Estimates in
advance or pay money that was not
provided for. Sometimes a weaker
Government might be in power, and
great embarrassments would be caused
them.

Mr. YOUNG said Parliament, in a
matter of this kind, must defer very
much to the opinion of the Minister of
Finance, who had the practical man-
agement of the Finance Department.
and who, from his experience,
must know the proper period
at which it was advisable the year
sbould end. He must say, however,
that ho did not look upon the change
with great favour. If the hon. the
Finance Minister had not absolutely
made up bis mind that this measure
was necessary in the interest of the
public, and he could see bis way to de-
fer the final passage of the measure
Until next Session, he believed that
niany hon. members would be glad to
have that time to consider whether
they would like the Bill to become law
or not. One great objection to the
mfeasure was, that it would put the
-Public Accounts still fur ther back, and

the attention of Parliament would be
directed to accounts in regard to
which all interest had ceased.

Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said there was
considerable force in what the hon.
member for Chateauguay and other
hon. gentlemen had urged. He had
consulted officer» of his Department as
to the practical working of this change,
and believod that it would work satis-
factorily. One result would be the
earlier meeting -of Parliament, which
he believed would meet the wishes of
many hon. gentlemen. With regard
to the objections of his hon.
friend for Northumberland (Mr.
Mitchell), he might state that
much fuller information was pro-
vided for by the Bill than had ever
been laid before Parliament before.
One of bis chief reasons for proposing
the measure was to get rid of the in-
accuracies in the Public Accounts,
which ho thought it would tend to di-
minish. He would carefully note the
remarks that had been made, and would
feel doubly bound to take all possible
precautions, so that none of the evils
apprehended might occur.

Mr. LANGEVIN said, if Parliament
met earlier, it would not be before the
15th or 20th of January, and he was
afraid that the Session would frequently
extend beyond the lst April. The
result would be that the hon. the Fi-
nance Minister would be pressing the
House to pass the supplies, and the
system might lead to difficulties. He
thought Parliament should have the
Supply Bill in hand as long as it sat,
and he did not think it advisable to
make this change in view of the incon-
veniencies which might result there-
from.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the House
would have from 75 to 80 days in
which to transact the public business,
but he did not think any serious ob-
jection would be raised if such an
emergency as the hon gentleman sug-
gested should occur.

Mr. TUPPER said certainly a great
many hon. gentlemen sitting on that
side of the flouse were determined to
avoid anything approaching to a fac-
tious opposition to the Government of
the day. They were prepared, perhaps,
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to accept without very close criticism
many measures presented to the
House. He had the day previous at
once said that, if the objection taken by
the hon. member for Chateauguay (Mr.
Holton) was not distinctly met by the
Minister of Finance, he would regard
it as fatal to the Bill. He confessed
that, having since turned it over in bis
mind, the more be examined it the
greater did the difficulty seem. If, as
the Minister of Finance had frankly
admitted, the effect of the Bill would
be to oblige them actually to provide
Estimates for another year ahead, then
its object would be entirely defeated
and matters had better remain in their
present position. He would even now
suggest to the Minister of Finance
whether under the circumstances it was
not advisable to allow things to remain
as they were at present until next Ses-
sion.

Mr. HOLTON: There would then
be this very great advantage-that it
could be carefully considered before
the Public Accounts Committee. It is
a non-party matter.

Mr. TUPPER said he was sure he
spoke for almost every gentleman on
that side of the House in saying that
there was no disposition to deal with
the Bill save with the view of promot-
ing the public service. This question
could be more closely investigated in
the Public Accounts Committee than
in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. CARTWRIGIHT said he thought
there would be no difficulty as to pro-
vision being made in the Estimates for
another year.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought that there was a great deal
in the suggestion of the hon. member
for Chateauguay. The matter could
be fully considered before the Com-
mittee on Public Accounts next year,
and it could very properly be left over
until next Session.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that they
would have a great deal to do next
year, which would require a good deal
of attention. Ie thought it desirable
that the Bill should be passed and sent
up to the Senate.

Bill read the third time and passed.
Mr. TUPPERp.

INDIAN ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
[BILL No. 120.]

CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE.

flouse resolved itself into Committee
on Bill (No. 120) To amend the Indian
Act of 1876.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. LANGEVIN objected to the
execution of the law in the form of
distraint for a fine, or imprisonment in
lieu thereof, being left in the hands of
the Superintendent-General, or any
person appointed by him. The Super-
intendent was not ajudicial officer, but
was the complainant, and he should not
have the power of issuing a warrant
for the collection of a fine imposed upon
trespassers by a Magistrate or Justice
of the Peace. The law as it stood con-
tained a si milar provision, but that was
no reason for increasing the powers of
the Superintendent or his subordinates.
The warrant should be issued by the
judicial officer, as in other cases.

Mr. MILLS said it would have been
more satisfactory if the hon. gentleman
had looked at the general prcvisions
in the Indian Act before taking the
exceptions. Those portions of the Bill
to which objection had been made were
all in the existing law. The observa-
tions of the hon. gentleman might
have some force, but in order to meet
the suggestions it would be necessary
to re-cast the whole Bill. As Indians
were unable to take any steps for their
own protection, it was necessary that
large powers should be given to the
Superintendent and his officers. At
the same time, it was right to see that
these powers were not abused.

Mr. PATERSON said no doubt the
remarks of the hon. member for
Charlevoix (Mr. Langevin) had much
force, and the power referred to was
too arbitrary; but, as it existed in the
present law, it would not be practi-
cable at this stage of the Session to
re-cast the Bill.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he could not
see what objection the-e was to the
adoption of his suggestion.

Amendment Bill.(COMMONS.]
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Mr. MILLS said if he intended to
recast the whole Bill ho would be pre-
pared to consider the objoction; there
would be no propriety in altering this
power as to one secti.on and not in the
others. It was very extraordinary
that the hon. gentleman had not dis-
covered these serious defects in the
Bill while the late Administration were
in office.

Bill ordered to be reported.
louse resuied.

Bill reported.

WEIGHTS AND MEASUTRES ACTS
A MENIDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 119.]

(Mr. Laflamme.)

THIR READING.

fHouse resolved itself into Committee
on Bill (No. 119) To amend the Acts
respecting Weights and Measures.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) asked
if the bon. the Minister of Inland Rev-
enue had considered the suggestions
made in regard to the proposal of the
Bill to permit the use of two sets of
weights and measures.

Mr. LAFLAMME said lie did not
propose to make any alteration or
amendment in that respect.

Mr. FLESHER said it would be
a serious objection to the measure
if the inspector did not go round to the
places where scales were.

Mr. LAFLAMM"E said it was the
duty'of the inspector to go where the
scales were fixed. Parties who had
portable scales would not be obliged
to travel more than five miles to have
them inspected.

Mr. BLANCHET asked what redue-
tion on the fees would be made.

Mr. LAFLAMME: About 30 per
cent.

Bill ordered to be reported.
flouse resumed.
Bill reported.

Mr. LAFLAMME moved:
"That the Bill be now read the third time."

115

Mr. JONES ([Ialifax) moved in
amendment:

" That the Bill be re-omritted to a
Comnmittee of the Whole, with an in) truction
to the Conmittee that thev have the power
to anend the same, by providing that the
wine gallon of 3151 cubie inches, and the
Winchester bushel of 2150 41 cubic iches,
shall be the only standards of weights and
measures, with repect to those arucles to
which they apply.'

le said itwas manifesty more con-
venient for us to have the samne stand-
ards as the people alongsido of us. Ho
thought it unwise to have two standards
in existence at the saine time, and that
return to the Winehester bushel and
wine gallon would be in the interests
of the country. He hoped the amend-
ment would receive the sanction of
the House.

Mr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said the
Imperial measure might be a great
inconvenience in Nova Scotia, but in
British Columbia they had used nothing
but that standard, and the change would
be a great inconvenience to the people
of that Province. He thought the Im-
perial measure should be adopted
throughout the whole of the British
domains, with the alternative of allow-
ing the wine measure to be used by
special agreement between the parties.

Mr. WOOD said, a change having
been made to the Imperial measure,
which to some extent had been made
in Ontario, it would be unfair to put
parties to the expense of purchasing
new measures. He agreed with the
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue in
allowing both measures to be used.

Mr. YOUNG said one of the difficut-
ties in the way of adopting this
amendment was that the Imperial
gallon had gone extensively into use
in a large portion of the Dominion.
The provision allowing either that
standard or the old one to be used until
1881 would prevent any injurious conse-
quences where the people preferred the
Winchester bushel and the wine gallon.
One reason urged for a return to the
old system was that we dealt exten-
sively with the United States, and it
was therefore necessary to have similar
measures to those in use in that coun-
try. Now he believed that, in regard
to the class of articles in which the

Weights and Measures
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-wine gallon was used, our transactions
-with Great Britain were greater than
with the United States. Looking at
the whole of the cirucumstances, he
thought that the amendment should
.not receive the sanction of the House.

Armendrment negatived on a Division.
Bill read the third time and passed.

SUPPLY.

Hiouse resolved itself into Committee
of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

XXXII. MINOR REVENUES.

195. Estimate of amount for
wthich a vote is required... .s10,000

CHARGES OF MANAGEMENT.

(Additional amount re-
quired for Seigniorial

196 Tur Commission.. $1,000 00
TQ pay for professional
services in connection
withSeigniorialTenure 2,100 00

$3,100 00
Mr. CARTWRIGHT said a small

number of claims yet existed, and
counsel were employed in Montreal by
the Department of Justice to investi-
gate the titles of such persons as were
paid off.

Vote agreed to.

CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.

197. For arrears of salary of
Deputy.Head, from the lst
Sept., 176, to 30th June,
1877.................... $333 33

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (PENITENTI-
ARIES BRANCH).

198. In.pectors, Manitoba
and British Columbia.... $175 00

OFFICE OF THE QUEEN'S PRIVY OOUN-
CIL.

199. Increase to salary of
Private Secretary....... $200 00

Mr. YOUNG.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTÍiC.

200. Increase of salary of
Messenger, Supreme Court
of Canada and Exchequer
Court, from 19th January
to 30th June, 1877, at $30
per annum .............. $13 50

PENITENTIARIES.

201. Kingston., maintenance $6,762 63
Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he regret-

ted to state that the number of convicts
had, of' late, cInsiderably increased in
the several penitentiaries. Taking the
whole Dominion over, the number was
1,324, against the supposed iumber of
1,000.

Vote agreed to.
( St. Vincent de Paul:-

Adjustient ofsalar-
ies, and pay of ad-
ditional officers.... $1,807 29

202 Maintenance ....... 9,487 17
Tramway in Quar-
ries........ . . . . 7,365 00

$18,659 46
203 St. John, N. B.-

Maintenance...... 82,150 00

204

205

f(Manitoba:
Fencing, farming
and garden imple-
m ents...... ...... ..

Expenses ofremov-
J al to -new Peniten-

Stiary............
Rent of old Prison,
from1stMay,1876,
to lst February,
1877 .................

Maintenance........

$350 00

1,000 00

750 00
2,000 00

$4,100 00

LEGISLATION.

For salaries ofOfficers
(additional) and con-
tingencies of Library $3,835 00

ARTS, AGRICULTURE AND STA-
TISTICS.

206 To meet increased ex-
penditure in connec-
tion with issue of
Patent Record........ $1,500 00

(COMMONS.] Supply.
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Mr. LANGEVIN said he supposed
that provision wou«d be made for this
office in the new building.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they had not
as yet distributed the Departments in
the new building, though the precise
distribution would be determined upon
very shortly. It was likely that the
Post Office Department would be
moved into it, a large number of clerks
being here employed, and spacious
rooms being required for their accomo-
dation, in order that they might be
more casily supervised. The hon.
gentleman would reneinber that, in
the original buildings, most of the
rooms were too small, and only two or
three, or at most four or five, clerks
could be placed in a room. The
rooms were made pretty large in the
new block, so that the entire Depart-
ment could be contined to a single
large room. The archives of the
Public Works Department would be
placed up stairs in the second flat. A
large room on the lower flat would
be occupied by the Post Office Depart-
ment. Considerable changes had
been made in the Patent Office, which
had been fitted up with a number of
cases, bought for the Exhibition at
Philadelphia, and it was tolerably con-
venient, even in its present situation,
though it might be more so in the
upper storey and attics in the new
blocks. These rooms were quite as
good as any in the second storey of the
old block.

Mr. McDOUG-ALL (Renfrew) said
ho had visited the Patent Office during
the present Session, and had found the
ventilation extremely bad. He had
also understood froni an official that
this was contiriually the case. It would
be only right, ho thought, to make an
inprovement in this respect.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho would
call the attention of Dr. Taché to the
complaint at an early day.

Vote agreed to.
207. Expenses in connection

with Exhibition at Sydney,
N.S.W ........................ 825,000

Mr. TUPPER said ho hoped that a
statement would be made regarding
this expenditure.

115½

Mr. MACKENZIE said that two
vessels had been chartered to convey
goods at a certain rate of freight, £2 per
ton h- believed, to New South Wales.
He was under the impression that the
expenditure before these vessels left
amounted to $8,000 or $10,000. They
had further to fit up a building at the
Exhibition and pay the expenses ofthe
Cominissioner, besides furnishing such
assistance as might be required. It
was somewhat difficult to make an
exact estimate in this regard, but they
did not expect it to reach $20,000.
Nevertheless, they asked for $25,000
to be perfectly sure of a sufficiency.
A general desire had been shown when
the Australian Commissioners had
visited Canada in favour of. this
country being reoresented at this Ex-
hibition, in order to find whether
Canadian could compete with American
manufacturers in that particular mar-
ket. It was tolerably evident that the
manufacture of a great many articles
of competition could be carried on
with advantage in this country. At
all events, it was considered from an
intercolonial point of view worth while
to spend a small amount in ciltivating
amicable relations between the great
Southern Colonies and ourselves. This
feeling was so apparent that the Gov-
ernment had ventured to make this
appropriation in anticipation that
Parliainent would sanction the
course they had taken by voting
this sum of money. A considerable
portion of the amount appropriated for
the Philadelphia Exhibition was unex-
pended. He was not quite certain of
the precise amount because various
claims for damages of one kind or
another had been brought before the
Commissioners from time to time, and
they were not ail yet adjuste I. By the
last statement it was expected that
$15,000 or .20,000 of the vote would
be unused, so that the combined vote
for the Philadelphia Exhibition and
the Sydney Exhibition would not be
much more than the anticipated cost of
the former exhibition.

Mr. BABY enquired whether it was
the intention of the Government to
ask a vote for the Paris Exhibition.

Mr. MACKENZIE replied that it
was. The Government had not had
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time to mature a plan. They had been
notified some few weeks ago as to
taking part in the Paris Exhibition,
and they had decided that they would
do so. The particular mode of doing
so, and the style of goods to be sent
had not yet been decided upon. They
proposed to ask a vote of $30,000, be-
lieving that that would be a sufficient
sum to meet all expenses until -Parlia-
ment met again.

Mr. TUPPER: What is the total
amount expended for the Philadelphia
Exhibition, so far as ascertained ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was about
$80,000. The Canadian exhibition at
the last Paris Exhibition cost some-
where about $50,000, but he tbought a
much better exhibtiion could be made
for a less sum this time. The Govern-
mont proposed to have some models of
the principal hydraulic works sent to
Paris, as it was found that we com-
pared very favourably with the best
French designs. It was also proposed
to furnish the French Public Works
Department with designs and plans of
our principal public works, reciprocat-
ing a li ke courtesy paid Canada by the
French Government. They would first
be placed in the Canadian department
at the Exhibition, and when the
Exhibition closed they would be left
with the French Government.

Vote agreed to.

MILITIA.

NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

Expenses connect-
ed with the con-
centration of the
SMounted Police
Force in the vici-
nity of the boun-
dary line,rendered
necessary by the
disturbed condi-

208 tion of Indians
in United States
Territory......$27,500
To pay for four
7-pounder guns,
carbines and am-
munition, and for
the transport
thereof............. 6,250

-$33,750
Mr. MACKENZIE.

Mr. CARTWIGHT said this vote
was rendered ne ssary chiefly by the
concentration of the Mounted Police
at one or two places close to the bor-
der, for reasons that were well known
to the House, instead of being scattered
in five or six places over a consider-
able area of the country as before.
The Department advised him some
time ago that this would involve con-
siderable additional expense. Large
numbers of the men had to be marched
600 or 700 miles, and stores had to be
bought in place of those that could not
be transported. As the American
Government had taken nossession of
all the boats on that part of the Mis-
souri and Mississippi rivers for military
purposes, the cost of transportation
had been considerably increased. A
large expense had also been incurred
in sending some of the force with the
Lieut.-Governor to make treaties with
the Indians.

Mr. LANGEVIN said the expense of
the force was very large, and enquired
the number of the force.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said there were
320 men.

Mr. LANGEVINexpressed the hope
that next year the officer in command
would make a full report both as to the
current year and that which had
passed.

Mr. MITCHELL said we were play-
ing soldiers. He did not see any ne-
cessity for this expensive force in the
North-West, as there was nothing to
fear from Fenian invasions or Indian
troubles.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the Moun-
ted Police were the sole representatives
of law and ôrder in that great territorY.
They were not playing Poldiers. It
should be remembered that, a short
time ago, one of the finest, American
regiments had been totally destroyed,
not more than a couple of hundred
miles from our frontier, by Indians.
A- considerable number of those Indialns
had since crossed our lines, but had as
yet behaved themselves peaceably. It
was, however, necessary to be on the
look-out.

Mr. MITCHELL said that was no
argument in favour of the mainten-
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ance of an expensive force. The
Indians were hostile to the American
Government on account of broken
faitb, but they were at peace with the
British Government.

Mr. BROUSE said a large number
of the Sioux Indians had, in moving
before the American troops,penetrated
into the domain of Ier Majesty and
we had to send troops out to Fort
Walsh, in the Cypress Mountains, to
see that order was maintained. There
,could be no better appropriation than
in securing law and order in that sec-
tion of the country. The force had
driven away a large numbor of Ameri-
cans who were engaged in our territory
in selling intoxicating liquors to the
Indians. This result, if nothing else
had been done, warranted the expendi-
ture. He could not see how anybody
could object to the item.

Mr. MITCHELL said he agreed that
it was desirable to maintain friendly
relations with a warlike tribe like the
.Sioux. The bistory of the North-
West for the last half century showed
that friendly relations had been main-
tained with the Indians, both by ler
Majesty's Government, through the
Hudson Bay Company, and the
Canadian Government. The amount
now appropriated for the Mounted
Police Force was far in excess of the
requirements, but it was not necessary
to expend $340,000 in order to drive
some American marauders and whiskey
dealers out of the country. Canada
was now maintaining a military force
beyond its resources.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said that
while he was prepared to admit that
the Mounted Police Force had very
efficiently discharged their duty, yet
he held the opinion that it could be
'done for less money than was expend-
ed, and by a reduced force. The cost
of maintenance should not reach $1,000
per man.

Mr. CART WRIGHT said that, if the
people of Canada chose to take upon
themselves the work of maintaining
law and order over a territory 1,000
miles long by 300 or 40(b wide, it
would undoubtedly prove an expensive
businesa. That was a matter, how-
ever, to be considered before we put

an end to the rule of the Hudson Bay
Company, and before we became our-
selves the guardians of the Territory of
the North-West. No comparison could
be taken between the state of affairs
now, when certain portions were
settled, when railroad surveys required
to be made through it, when the Gov-
ernment had attempted to extinguish
the Indian title, and the state of things
which prevailed during the Hud-
son Bay Company's administration.
Americans of doubtful character fre-
quently came over and endeavoured to
take up Indian lands, and it was
necessary to keep both the whites and
Indians in check. Moreover, the Half-
breeds of Manitoba were pushing more
and more into Indian territory, and it
was necessaryto have a force in the coun-
try to keep the peace. The expense
of providing rations for the Mounted
Police Force was very large.

Vote agreed to.

PUBLIC WORKS AND BUIL-
DINGS.

CHARGEABLE TO CAPITAL.

Railways.

209. Intercolonial Railway,
completion..................... $200,000
Mr. MACKENZIE said that some

other sums were required in connec-
tion with the railway. It was proposed
to take $370,000 for the purpose of pur-
chasing 700 cars, with which the rail-
way would be able to do additional
business, and be able to dispense with
the use of the- Grand Trunk cars.
There was an expense of $8,000 for
removing the clay nar the crossing of
the river; increased siding accommo-
dation, $50,000 ; snow shedding
$ 100,000; extra ballasting to make up
the banks, which had settled during
the winter, $45,000, &c. Those
varied items consumed all the appro-
priation of $500,000 voted last year,
and they were obliged to ask this
additional amount in order to sectire
the completion of the line.

Mr. MITCHELL said there had been
many complaints, and particularly
from the constituency represented by
Mr. Speaker, that a great deal of work
had been given out without asking for
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tenders. lie would like to know what
system the Government had followed
in this regard. He had just received,
from gentlemen owning a grist and
saw mill in his own constituency, a
short distance from Newcastle, a com-
plaint that a great portion of the stream
which drove their mill had been
appropriated by the Intercolonial Rail-
way. This was a fair case for compen-
sation, and he would ask the attention
of the hon. the Minister of Public
Works to the matter.

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said the road
had also encroached on the shipyard of
a man named McPherson at Halifax,
and had destroyed the value of his pro-
perty for the purposes for which it had
been used. This was a case that should
be looked into.

Mr.MACKENZIE said Mr.Schreiber's
instructions were to let everything that
could be let by contract. A great many
complaints had come to the Department
about this matter; some were not well
founded, and in others there was more
or less reason for complaint, but very
little compared to the character of the
complaint. Of course, in such a remote
quarter, it was impossible to have per-
sonal supervision over the work ; but he
bad full confidence in Mr. Schreiber's
ability and integrity, and he believed
that, wherever it could be, the rule was
carried out. With regard to the ship-
ya rd at Halifax, he might explain that

Mr. McPherson owned a piece of land
'bordering on the bay, and the railway
passed on one side of it. As much
land as was required for the railway
was bought, but Mr. McPherson com-
plained that he was subject to danger
from fire, owing to the proximity of
the road to his shipyard. It was a
very peculiar case, and the Department
had it under consideration. With
regard to the matter mentioned by the
hon. member for Northumberland (Mr.
Mitchell), he beard it for the first time
to-night, and would look into the cir-
cumstances.

M'r. SPEAKER said some remarks
had been made in regard to the con-
stituency which he represented, and he
would briefly explain how matters stood,
as far as he knew of them. There had
been several complaints about work
nkot being let by tender, and he had

Mr. MITCHELL.

reported the facts to the hon. the Min-
ister of Public Works. On some occa-
sions, where it was said there were
invitations for tenders, he found that
hand-bills had been distributed, adver-
tising that the work was to be let.
He had communicated with Mr.
Brydges, who, on one occasion, showed
him tenders-as his constituents
thought that the work was unfairly
disposed of-and that the person who
obtained it had sent in the lowest
tender. It had been alleged all over
the country that a great deal of the
work was not let by tender, and, per-
haps, a number were too unimportant
to render this necessary. Structures,
such as station-houses, were built, as
far as he could learn, without tender;
but he did not pretend to say that the
country had, in consequence, suffered
loss. The general feeling was that the
work should be left open to competition
in all cases. The circumstances had
been such as to create the suspicion
that undue favouritism had been shown,
and he had taken good care to call
the attention Ôf the Minister of Public
Works to all these complaints, and
long and full correspondence had
passed on the whole subject-so much
so that the Government must have-
considered him an unpleasant sup-
porter. if he might use the term.
He had felt it to be his
duty to present the case as
strongly as possible to the Minister of
Public Works and the Superintendent
of the Railway.

Mr. MITCHELL said he was awaie
of the steps taken by Mr. Speaker in
this regard. The construction of snow-
sheds involved the expenditure of
thousands and thousands of dollars;.
and the system pursued bad been a
crying scandal throughout the country.
Opportunity for public competition
should be given in this regard.

Mr. SPEAKER said Mr. Brydges
had shown him a very large number of
tenders received for some of the snow-
sheds, and how the contracts were
awarded. For all he knew, this was
also the case in other instances.

Mr. MITCHELL : Were the bon.
gentleman's constituents satisfied ?

Mr. SPEAKER : No, they were not.
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Mr. MITCHELL said public compe-
tition should be invited, and no room
should be left for favouritism. It was
not sufficient to ask for three or four
or half a dozen tenders.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was quite
sure that the work had generally been
done very cheaply. He had examined
into the complaints, and he found that
Messrs.Brydges and Schreiber had done
the work faithfully. In some instances,
tenders which were too high had been
received, and Mr. Mann had done the
work cheaper than the price named in
the lowest tender. Such transactions
had taken place. He did not think that
the public had suffered any loss. At the
same time, there could be no doubt of
the soundness of the general principle
that wherever it was possible these
works should be let by tender ; such
were the general instructions sent
down. Mr. Schreiber would be able to
give particular explanations on partie-
ular points.

Mr. PLUMB said that the time had
come when this road should be put on
a commercial basis. It was no longer
a tentative experiment. He wisbed to
know whether the amount put down
for"old material, $79,688.67, included
$44,500 odd, value of old rails on hand;
and, as $200,000 was to be voted in
these Estimates, chargeable to capital,
whether these sums were to be added
to it as part of the expenditure for the
current year on capital account; also,
whether any part of this $200,000 was
to pay for the steel rails, purchased
for the Pacifie Railway, and laid on
this road. He was glad to sec that it
was necessary to add to the number of
engines and cars employed on the line,
the business of which was, so far, very
salisfactory, despite the great depres-
Sion in trade. The capital account
should now be closed, if possible, in
order that they might understand ex-
actly where they were in the future.
Large sums had been lost in the United
States owing to the false system
according to which the accounts were
kept regarding railway traffic and ex-
penditure. Working expenses and re-
pairs of a temporary nature had been
charged to capital account, and no one
consequently knew what the actual
value of the properties were. In New

Jersey recently with respect to a rail-
way that had paid a dividend of frorm
10 to 15 per cent., it was found that
from 10 to 12 millions had been charged
to capital account. The debt of the
railway had consequently been increas-
ing constantly, and, owing to the cor-
rupt management revealed, the stock,
which had sold at 120 or 150, fell to
8 or 9.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that this ex-
penditure was wholly made on capital
account. The renewals on the road
were paid out of its revenue
and charged to inoome. Where-
roads were once completed, it was as-
sumed that the capital account was
closed. A portion of the cost attending-
change of gauge had been charged
to income, and a portion to capital.
The relaying of the steel rails was
charged to income, and taken out of
the annual vote. Last year the vote
for railways was $1,600,000 ; and what
were usually termed working expenses
were somewhere under $900,000, no
portion of which was charged to capital
account. The old rails sold were treat-
ed as so much cash received on the
ordinary yearly expenses of the road.

Mr. DOIVILLE said the old rails
were credited as cash, but no cash was
shown to be received; at least, this was
his interpretation of the accounts. le
had complained again and again of the
management of this line ; and, if they
knew what was going on in this regard,
he thought that many hon. mcmbers,
perhaps on both sides of the House,
would not be sure of sitting in the
flouse next year. Seats were already
challenged-they might be declared
vacant-and their present occupants
might not return. He had complained
year after year that the reports brought
down regarding the Intercolonial
Railway were vague, meagre and
unsatisfactory. They could not tell
what was going on; and the people
were entitled to this information.
Large sums were voted, and the man-
ner in which they were expended was
not disclosed. No person should be,
allowed to give out contracts when-
ever he pleased, and control the expen-
diture of large sums. This bestowed
patronage which might be allotted as
such a person saw fit. They could not
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get at the facts and details under the
present system; all the items should be
furnished the Hou e. He knew of old
uaterial which had been sold and de-
livered on the Friday previous to the
Mondav on which the tenders sent in
for them were opened. This was not
a right state of things. They required
honest and reliable men to run rail-
ways. It was improper for any person
in the employ of the Government to
make blind bargains regarding the
purchase of material, as was
at present the case. He had
seen old and rusty iron bolts
placed in new cars on the Intercolonial
Railwav. He asserted this to be a fact.
He thought, before any such sum of
money as that proposed was voted
away, the hon. the Premier should
give some assurance that the Intercol-
onial Railway would be better managed
in the future than in the past. He
maintained that, as the House was vote
ilg an amount for the completion of
the railroad, it was strictly in order
that all the expenditure should com-
up for discussion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon.
gentleman must confine himself to the
item under discussion. Merely because
the hon. gentleman held a seat in Par-
liament, ho ought not to take advan-
toge of it to asperse people's characters
in the way he had done. There was a
Company called the Cold Brook Roll-
ing Mill Company which hud made
sales to the Government of $113,788.22,
and the railway had purchased to the
amount of $42,256. When ho (Mr.
Mackenzie) came into office, ho found
the hon. gentleman himself a contrac-
tor with the Government.

Mr. DOMVILL E : You never did.
Mr. MACKE NZIE: Well, it was

the firm of James Domville & Com.
pany.

Mr. DOMVILLE: You. never did.
Mr. MACKENZIE: For nails and

spikes. I mention this to show that,
if any person has the right to complain,
it is not the hon. gentleman. I main-
tain that the Intercolonial Road has
been well and economically managed.
The best proot is that the Govern-
ment are paying about one-third the
price for iron that was paid by the late

.Mr. DOMVILLE.

Government to the hon. gentleman
himselt; less than half the price for
rails; and exactly one-third for springs.
Every department is managed with
the utmost possible economy. I ex-
amined all the tenders myselt.

Mr. DOMVILLE said ho did not
asperse anybody's character. As re-
garded the alleged contract, ho most
distinctly denied that the firm of James
Domville had any contract, and the
hon. the Premier knew this. Be knew
ho was stating what was incorrect.
In regard Io the spikes, whoever the
firm were that supplied them, they
were supplied at $90 a ton, while
English firms had tendered at $135 and
$140 a ton. It was unfair to say that
rails then ought to be as cheap as now,
when iron was now so very cheap.
As to the coipletion of the Intercol-
onial, he hoped that the hon. the Pre-
mier would see that thore were no
unfair rates over different portions of
the line. The Lower Provinces were
not satisfied with the line. Discrimi-
nations in favour of friends of the Gov-
ernment had been made, which was
not right. He believed there was a
good deal of extravagance, and the hôn.
the Premier should give a guarantee
that the money now being voted would
be spent judiciously. It was possible
that a large portion of the appropriation
would go towards putting up residences.
If so, ho was entirely opposed to it.

Mr. LANGEVIN asked for explana-
tions in regard to the freight cars.

Mr. MACKENZIE stated that 200
freight cars, costing $52£ each, were
being made at Cobourg, and 100, cost-
ing $530 each, at London. The rest
would be made at the Government
works.

Mr. DOMVILLE: Platform or box
cars?

Mr. MACKENZE : Box cars.
Mr. DOMVILLE : Are they deliv-

ered on the Government road ?
Mr. MACKENZIE': Yes.
Mr. DOMVILLE said ho thought

the price was rather high.
Vote agreed to.

210. Construction of 700
freight cars. ................... $370,000

BupplZy.[COMMONS.]
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Mr. DOMVILLE said he understood
that there were a large number of the
cars now on the road, standing .on the
sidings, there being no use for them;
lie should like to know where the new
cars would be delivered.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they would
be delivered at Rivière du Loup or
Moncton.

Vote agreed to.
213. Lachine Canal ............ $250,000
214. Welland Canal ............ 200,000

Mr. MACKENZIE said the additional
amount required for canals was due,
as he had already explained, to the
fact that the work was proceeded with
more rapidly than was originally
expected.

Vote agreed to.
215. Culbute Canal............ $25,000

Mr. WRIGHT (Pontiac) said lie
hoped a portion of the vote would be
devoted to constructing a drawbridge
from Calumet Island to the mainland.
A bridge was built at that point in
1867, at a cost of $1,500, a large por-
tion of which sum was paid by the
Quebec Government. The island had
a population of from 700 to 800, and,
as the parish church was on the island,
inhabitants of two or three surround-
ing municipalitios were prevented from
attending Divine service. ,He believed
the Dominion Government had no
right to remove the bridge as they had
done, the plea for which was that it
crossed a navigable stream, but it was
the Dominion Government that had
made it navigable.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was not
the duty of the Dominion Government
to bridge the Ottawa; that was a local
work. If the bridge had been built
over a navigable stream without the
authority of tie Dominion Government
having first been obtained, the munici-
pal or other authorities who had con-
structed it must take the consequences.
He would then sec what claims, if any,
they had upon the Dominion. Ris
impression was that there was no
claim.

Vote agreed to.
216. St. Peter's Canal...... 15,000

In reply to Mr. TuPPER,

Mr. MACKENZIE said that, on con'
sultation with the Engincer, he had de-
cided to recommend to Counci l to deep-
en the canal to 17 feet or 18 feet.

Vote agreed to.
217. Grenville Canal.............$30,000

Buildings.

218. Ottawa Buildings, Library$25,000
219. Buildings at FortsM cLeod,

Walsh, Calgarry, Saskatch,-
wan, Tail Creek, Qu'Appelle
and Shoal Lake.........,........$15,000

CHARGEABLE TO INCOME.

Improvement of Rivers.

220. Removal of Beaver Rock,
Victoria, B.C.....................$ 9,800

Harbors and Breakwaters.

221. South Ingonish, Cape Bre-
ton, K.8.......................$ 1,600
Mr. CAMPBELL said he would like

to know the object of this vote.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is for balance
of contracts.

Mr. CAMPBELL said this work was
one of the most corrupt jobs ever
entered into in this Dominion; the
Pacific Scandal and steel rail transac-
tion dv indled into insignificanco in
comparison with it. The trouble about
such matters was that two-thirds of
the House were pledged to back up
the hon. the Premier, without reserva-
tion. There was an hon. gentle-
man on the other side who
promised him, if he could make
out a case against the Ministry
in regard to this matter, lie would with-
draw his support from thom. He (Mr.
Campbell) wold endeavour to do so,
and he hoped the hon. gentleman
would keep his pledge. The contract
for this work was given to Mr. Wm.
Ross, who was at the time a member
of the House. There were so many
strange features about the whole
arrangement that he was constrained
to ask whether it was simply for politi-
cal purposes, or whether a combina-
tion like the Tammany Ring had been
formed. He would be able to show the
House that money had been paid for
work which was never done. H:e
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looked at it in this light: that the
Government were in office merely to
carry out the wishes of Parliament
and not to set Parliament at defiance,
acting tyrannically. He protested
against such conduct, and he
wished these papers to be printed.
If the statement made by the hon. the
Minister of Public Works, in February,
was true, why did the hon. gentleman
ask for more money for this work ?
The sum of $50,000 had been spent,
and $1,600 was denanded. In March,
1875, it was stated that the contract
would be finished in the following
August. He had applied for the papers
within the last two months, and ne had
not obtained the information he requir-
ed. He desired to have the items,for cer-
tainly this 884,000 had not been paid in
a lump sum. He had asked for the cer-
tificates of the Engineer, advising the
payments, but none had been submitted;
and he believed that none existed.
Though $84,000 had been expended,
the contract was not half finished. The
pier was to have been 700 feet in
length, with a depth of 15 feet at low
water, but only 565feethad been built,
and only 12 feet of water had been
provided. Two years' extra salary,
$1,900 had been paid Mr. Mc-
Leod, and extras, besides the con-
tract price, had been advanced to the
contractor. It was well known that it
was easier to build two feet of a wharf
near shore than one foot in deep water,
aid that a foot dredged in a depth of
fifteen . et of water would cost more
than the dredging of one foot near the
surface of the water. The Engineer
did not certify the payments, but the
reverse. There was nothing to show
that over sixty feet had been dredged.
The eigineer was very cautious, and
had sent in this communication since
this subject was broached in the House.
The engineer could not so stultify him-
self as to certify to the payments
This contract had not been finisbed in
two years, as had been agreed upon,
but it had cor sunmed four years. If it
was not completed by the 31st
December, 1874, any extra cost
for superintendence was to have
been puid by the contractor; but
this had not been done, and
$1,900 or $2,000 had been paid the In-
spector during the last two years. The

Mr. CAMPBELL.

contractor had not paid a penny of this
sum. The interest besides on the
money expended was to be considered.
They had proof positive that this Mr.
Ross haa been opposed to the Govern-
ment in 1874, in the correspondence
which had taken place with theMinister
of Militia, and political reasons must
have induced the Premier to trifle away
the people's money in this man-
ner, for he did not believe that this.
was due to incompetency on the part
of the First Minister. He was person-
ally interested in every dollar voted,
as he paid bis share of it ; and his con-
stituents occupied a like position. The
engineer merely stated that only 60
feet in plaoe of 200 feet had been
dredged ; and the work had not been
taken out of the hands of the contractor.
Extras to the amouint of $50,000 had
been charged, and of this $3,700 had
been already paid. The Government
should explain why they had treated
Mr. Ross differently since he wrote to
the Government. Why had sums of
money been handed over to this con-
tractor ? It was evident that Mr. Ross
l'ad come up in the nick of time to look
after the matter, and tell the Govern-
ment that, if they were not prepared to
he carry out their bargain with him,
beld the whip-hand of them and would
expose them, as he (Mr. Campbell) had
been looking into the question,
and then was the time to secure
as much as was possible. Mr. Ross
had the, Government on the hip.
In Mardh last the contract was not
half finished, and two-thirds of the
wood work had not been done. He
denied that the hon. the Minister of
Public Works had a right to pay out
large sums of money without the con-
sent of Parliament. If he could do 80,
there was no use in baving Parliament;
and the bon. the Premier would be-
come a dictator if be followed out that
policy. He (Mr. Campbell) did not
know of the circumstances of the case
until his attention was directed to them
on the occasion of the visit of the bn.
the Minister of Militia during the
election. He was grieved that such a
putrid transaction should take place.

Mr. TUPPER said it could hardly
be expected that the House could pass
this item, after the statement made by
the hon. member for Victoria (Mr.

\'COMMONS.) Supply.
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Canpbell), unless the hon. the Premier
gave some explanation. That hon,
gentleman seemed disposed to treat
the matter as one of amusement, but
he (Mr. Tupper) did not so regard it.
He wanted to know what this vote
was for.

Mr. MACKENZIE: I have already
stated.

Mr. TUPPER said a contract was
made with one or two parties by the
Government to build a breakwater at
South Ingonish, Cape Breton. The
work was to be 700 feet long and 15
feet deep. That work had been
reduced to 565 feet long and 15 feet
deep since the contract was made. The
original contract price of the work was
$78,428.60. To this $3,643 had-been
added, and now it was proposed to
increase it by $1,600. Altbough the
work had been greatly decreased, the
cost had been largely incroased.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It was not this
Government which gave out the con-
tract.

Mr. TUPPER: I know that.
Mr. MACKENZIE said it was given

out in May, 1873, and the contract was
signed July 23rd,,1873. The contract
was given to W. F. Mackenzie for
$78,428, although Thomas Evans
tendered at $74,110. In other words,
the contract was given to a party who
tendered to the amount of 84,117 above
the last tenderer. The contract was
afterwards assigned by Mackenzie to
John Ross, and the work was carried
on under the superintendence of the
Chief Engineer of the Department for
the Lower Provinces. Tho foundation
of the pier, to the full length, was laid,
but it appeared that it was
destroyed to a considerable extent
by a storm. The evidence of the
Engineer went to show that it was
destroyed because it had a square end.
The engineer recommended that the
pier for the last 150 feet should present
an acute angle. This was partially
done, when the work was destroyed by
a second storm. These were accidents
beyond, ho presumed, the control of
human power. He had not the de-
tails of the Engineer with him, and he
spoke entirely from memory, not ex-
pecting this item would be discussed

to-night. Iow ever,, the calculations
of the Engineer were based upon what
he conceived to be the proper interpre-
tation of the contract and of the work
performed. The contractors, as
could be seen by papers laid before the
House, had presented claims amount-
ing to $13,000. le had no means of
knowing what the Engineer would
report, as that gentleman had taken
the papers in the case with him,
but he would report as soon as
possible. As to the dredging, his
(Mr. Mackenzie's) opinion was that
the contractors had no claim upon the
Government. In the meantime, the
Engineer had sent the Government his
certificate for the amount now asked
for, and there could be no doubt but
they would have to pay it, unless
they resisted the claim without any
evidence from their own officials on the
subject to warrant them in so doing.

Mr. TUPPER said he understood
that the work Lad been completed for
some time. The contract placed
all hazards, sueh as storms, upon
the contractor. It was a peculiar fact
that, while the amount of work was
largely decreased, the cost had in-
creased at an inverse ratio. There was
another point. The hon. member for
Victoria (Mr. Campbell) had referred
to the harbour breakwater being car-
ried away and obstructing navigation,
and therefore destroying the very o bject
for which it had been erected.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was utterly
impossible for the Government to do
anything more than issue general
directions to the Engineer. which had
been done. He had every confidence
in the Engineer, who was an able and
upright man.

Mr. TUPPER: Yes, very.
Vote agreed to.

222. Goderich, Lake Huron... $32,000
Mr. MACKENZIE said this was the

final estimate of Mr. Page.
Vote agreed to.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

223. Furniture for house of
Lieut.-Governor, N.W. T... $5,000 00

Rents, Repairs, &c.
224. Gas, Public Buildings,

Ottawa.......................... 6,000 00
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MISCELLANEOUS.
225. Miscellaneous printing. $5,750

For translating intoFrench,
the rules of the Supreme
Court .......... ..... ... 84

226. Expenses in connection
with the Grasshopper Re-
jief Committee, Manitoba

227. To provide for the pur-
chase of 350 copies of the
Parliamentary Companion

228. To provide for expendi-
ture in connection with the
Survey ofthe StickineRiver

229. To meet expenses al-
readv incurred, and those
which will probably yet
have to be incurred before
the termination of the cur-
rent fiscal year, in the Dis-

$5,834

00

80

80

2,500 00

525 00

3,000 00

trict of Keewatin............ 12,000 00
COLLECTION OF REVENUES.

EXCISE.

230. Preventive Service...... 2,500 00
WEIGKTS AND MEASURES.

231. To pay Deputy Inspect-
or's expenses incurred in
distributing circulars con-
taining information as to
the operation oftheWeights
and Measures Act............ 2,000 00

INSPECTION OF STAPLES.
232. To pay expenses of

Boards of Examiners....... 3,000 00
DOMINION LANDS.

' To meet expenses for this ser-
vice:-

Surveying certain In-
dian Reserves....... $1,000 00

Survey ofPublicRoads
for Icelanders; also
of a number of
Townships for the
Icelandic Colony... 6,000 00

233. < Probable expenses of a
Commission for the
settlement of con-
flicting claims....... 1,500 00

Survey of nine certain
roads or leading
trails in the Pro-
vince, pursuant to
the Statute 39 Vie.,
cap. 20................ 1,000 00

$12,500 0
Mr'. MAcrziz.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, 26th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

ELECTION CASES.

MOTION TO EXAMINE WITNESSES ON OATH.

Mr. IRVING moved:
" That it is desirable that any witness to

be examined bv the Select Standing Coni-
mittee on Privileges and Elections, to whom
it has been referred to enquire into, and re-
port upon the allegation of Mr. Mousseau, a
Member of this louse, niade in his place, on
the 25th instantthat public moneys had been
paid to the firm of Frothingham and Work-
man, at a time when Thomas Workman, a
Member of this House, was a member of the
said firm, in pursuance of a contract or agree-

1836 Routine Business.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

MESSAGES FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT delivered the
following Messages from His Excel-
lency the Governor General, which
were read by Mr. Speaker, and are as
follow :-

"DUFFERIN.

"The Governor General transmits to the
House o( Commons, Supplementary Estimates
of sums required for the service of the Dominion
for the year ending 30th June, 1877, for Fish-
eries ; and in accordance with the provisions
of the British North America Act, 1867, he
recommends these Estimates to the House of
Gommons.

"GOVERNMENT HoUsE,
"OTTAWA, 25th April, 1877."

"DUFFERIN.
" The Governor General transmits to the

House of Gommons, Supplementary Estimates
of sums required for the service of the Dominion
for the year ending 30th June, 1878 ; and in
accordance with the provisions of the British
North America Act, 1867, he recommends
these Estimates to the House of Commons.

"GOVERNMENT HoUsE,
" OTTAwÂ, 25th April, 1877."

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved that
said Messages and Supplementary Es-
timates be referred to the Committee
of Supply.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned at

FifLeen minutes to
Two o'clock.
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ment theretofore entered into between the
said firm, and certain Public Departnents,
should be exanined on oath."

Motion agreed to.

Mr. IRVING moved :
"That it is desirable that any witness to

be examined by the Select Standing Commit-
tee on Privileges and Elections, to whom it
has been referred to enquire into the allega-
tion of Mr. Casey, a Member of this Honse,
made in his place on the 25th instant, that
Alphonse Desjardins, a Member ofthis House
had been paid public moneys for ad vertising,
printing and stationery for certain Public
Departnents while such Member, in pur-
suance of certain contracts theretofore
made by him and the said Public Depart-
ments, while lie was a Member of this House,
should be examined on oath."

Motion agreed to.

BILL FOR THE RELIEF OF
ROBERT CAMPBELL.

MOTION.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said he
desired to bring up the motion of which
he had given notice two days previous.
It was as follows:-

" That the Standing Orders of this House so
far as they affect a Bill brought down from the
the Senate intituled An Act for the relief
of Robert Campbell be suspended, and that
the said Bill be placed on the Orders of the Day
for a second reading."

Mr. MACKENZIE said he thougbt
the motion could not be made un-
til they reached it on the notice paper.
If it had any priority over the Orders
of the Day, then this would equally
apply to any other notice. It was
extremely irregular, and wholly out of
order in his opinion to make the mo-
tion then, as there was nothing in it
which entitled it to any precedence.

Mr. TUPPER said the motion had
been nlaced on the notice paper on the
suggestion of the Chair,so that if the de-
cision on the point at first raised was
unfavourable, the hon. member from
South Ontario (Mr. G;ibbs) might not be
precluded from moving it in the ordi-
nary way.

Mr. SPEAKER said that the ques-
tion raised the other day was as
to the necessity of giving notice
of motion for the suspension of
Standing Orders. Ie had since
satisfied himself that this was actually

necessary. It had been given, and the
question now was whether it should be
treated as a notice regarding a Bill, or
as an ordinary notice of motion. It
was requisite as a preliminary to the
introduction of a Bill that notice of
such intention should be given ; but it
was not necessary to wait until they
reached the notice in the ordinary no-
tices of motion before it could be
moved. The only question was : did
a motion concerning a Bill already be-
fore the House, placed on the Orders
of the Day, hold a position analagous to
a motion for the introduction of a Bill
of which an bon. member had given
notice? Of course, there was another
element in this case with reference to
the suspension of Standing Orders, but
his own impression was that the
motion should now be allowed to be
made, as being equivalent to a motion
for the introduction of a Bill. Rule
No. 69 ordinarily governed the
action of the House respecting
the suspension of Standing Orders, but
this motion, ho took it, was of sufficient
scope to suspend the operation of that
rule also. It was an extraordinary
motion, and should so be dealt with by
the flouse.

Mr. ROBITAILLE said ho wished
to know whether the Government
would allow an opportunity for moving
the notices of motion placed on the
notice paper.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the motion
now moved by the hon. member from
South Ontario was an entirely different
motion from the one introduced the
other day.

Mr. GIBBS said that both motions
were substantially the same.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that in the
other motion the hon. member had
drawn his pen through the part relat-
ing to formal suspension of the Standing
Orders or Rules, and now this formed
a substantive part of the motion. The
other was a motion for proceeding
with a Bill, in short, but the rules
declared that such a motion as this
should only be granted in a specific
way. It was the most sweeping
resolution ever submitted to the House;
nothing was allowed to stand in its
way. As te the point raised by the hon.

Bill for the -Relief of ( ARa1n 26, 1877.]
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member for Bonaventure, he would
say that the Government had not the
sligbtest objection to let the notices of
motion pass in conformity with the
usual practiee. They might be reached
that evening.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said,
lest he should move for the suspension
of the wrong rule, he had determined
to cover the whole of them in his
motion. His impression was that the
Committee on Standing Orders had
done a grave injustice to certain par-
ties who had come before the House
for relief, and, lest there might be any
obstacle of the kind at which the Pre-
mier had hinted, he had made his
motion in its present shape. He be-
lieved that the Standing Orders Com-
mittee came to an improper conclu-
sion. and that the proceedings of the
Senate ought to have been taken notice
of by the Comnittee. le was pre-
pared ·o show that the step he now
proposed should be takeri was in accord-
ance with the practice in the old Par-
liament not more than -en or twelve
years ago.

Mr. HOLTON said, if the course pro-
posed to be taken by the bon. gentle-
man was adopted, it would give rise to
a very important constitutional ques-
tion, and it might be clearly doubted
whether at this stage of the Session
such a discussion should be had.
Nothing, therefore, in point of fict,
would be gained by overriding t- e
ordinary practice of Parliament. The
hon. gentleman proposed a suspension
of the Rules in a way that was contrary
to the rule and practice of Parliament
The rule was that no suspension should
be granted in respect to Private Bills
without the concurrent report of the
two Standing Committees on such
Bills. They had no such report, and
indeed, one of those Committecs had
reported adversely to the Bill on the
ground of insufficient notice. His own
conviction was that, without the unani-
mous consent of the House, this mea-
sure should not be proceeded with.

Mr. SPEAKER said a question of
considerable importance was involved
in this motiun. If by accident the
order for the second reading of the
Bill or proceeding with any other
stage should disappear from the Order

Mr. MAOKENZIE.

paper, it being still before the House,
it was manifest that this would be the
proper time for a motion to replace it
on the Order paper.

Mr. HOLTON said a motion to re-
store a Bill to the Order paper was a
kind of notice and should, like any
other notice, be dealt with when it
was reached on the notice paper.

Mr. BLAIN said if Le understood the
position assumed by the hon. member
for South Ontario (Mr. Gibbs) it was
this : Assuming that by some inistake
the Bill had gone to the Standing
Orders Comrnittee, and they had ruled
upon it by mistake, the Bill was sent
there to decide a point which ought
not to be determined because the
rules ought not to apply in a case of this
kind. He thought this was a case in
which the Standing Orders should be
suspended and the Bill put on the
paper.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said he
contended that, the Senate last year
having made certain progress on this
Bill, and having given notice that at
this Session they would take it up in
the position in which it was left, was
a notice to all the world, and the Com-
mittee on Standing Orders ought to
have accepted it as sufficient notice.

Mr. SPEAKER said he was inclined
to think that this was a motion anala-
gous to one relating to the introduc-
tion of a Bill.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said the
question had been asked if anything
had occurred in the Parliament of Old
Canada which would bear on this
point. In the Session of 1865, held in
the city of Quebec, he found that cer-
tain Bills passed during the winter
Session were taken up at the faIl Session
and dealt with without the notice which
the Standing Orders Committee seemed
to think necessary in this case. When
the House met in August, 1865, the
motion was made " that the reso-
lutions of last Session relative
to Bills thon before the -House be now
read," which was done. It was then
resolved that any further proceedings
upon every Bill whioh had been pre-
sented during that Session should be
suspended on the day Parliament pro-
rogued, in order that the promoters

Robert Campbell.
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might proceed with them at the follow-
ing Session. Accordingly a Bill was
introduced by the Hon. Mr. Simpson
entitled "Sylvester's Relief Bill,"
which was read a second time on the
8th day of March, 1865, and was
referred to the Comnittee on Standing
Orders and Private Bills. The House
met again in Augrust and dealt with
and passed that Bill, taking it up at
the point at which it was left when the
previous Session closed. In some cases,
the H-ouse asked that the petitions on
whi h the Bills were founded should be
read in the popular branch, which was
done, and they proceeded to legislate
upon them. The proceedings could be
found in the Journals of the Legis-
lative Assembly of the old Province
ofCanada. He foand that the Clerk
of the Legislative Council brought
down to the House of Assembly, atter
the Bill had passed the Upper House,
a Bill intituled " An Act for the
relief of Robert Sylvester." The Bill
thon went through the various stages
in the lower branch and becane
law. In some cases, the Bills were pro-
eeeded with without a petition being
received at al]. The fact that the Legis-
lative Council adjourned the case from
one Session to another and took on at
the precise point where it was left off,
was considered as sufficient notice. He
could cite a number of cases ail ln the
same direction. Twenty or thirty dif-
feront acts were laid over from March,
1865, until the next Session in August
or September, and were dealt with in
precisely the same way as the one
above quoted; just as if notice had been
given in the papers.

Mr. HOLTON asked for a statement
of what was done on that occasion.

Mr. GiBBS said the proceedings were
analagous to those which took place
in the Senate upon this very Bill.

Mi. HOLTON: But in 1865 this
House, or the flouse corresponding to
this fHouse, resolved that business
should be taken up at a certain stage.
The hon. gentleman now asks that the
legislation of the Sonate in respect to
this Bill shall bind this House, which
never came to any such resolution.

Mr. GIBBS: The popular branch, as
far as I know, never came to any such
resolution in the first Session of 1865.

Mr. HOLTON: Oh, yes. I an quite
sure the House could never have pro-
ceeded otherwise. The spring Session
of 1865 came to a sudden close. Busi-
ness was unfinished, and it was doter-
mined, either by Statute or resolution
of both Houses, that it should be taken
up in the ensuing Session at the point
it had reached the previous ession. We
bave done nothing analagous to that in
respect to this Biil or any other Bill.
It comes before us as an entircly new
Bill, to be introduced according to our
Standing Orders.

Mr». GiIBBS said that the Senate, by
resolution last year, had detormined
that the Bill should be taken up at the
precise point it had reached then. This
House should recognize the act of the
Senate in determining that due notice
had been given.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho regretted
that the hon. the Minister of Justice
was still too ill to attend in his place.
The objection which he (Mr.Mackenzie)
entertained was the fact that the Bill
was intended now to deal with a matter
which could be dealt with by the
Courts. He had no objection to
affording relief to Mrs. Campbell if the
proper forms were observed-nothing
would give him greater pleasure.

Mr. TUPPER rose to a point of
order. He did not think the merits of
the case should now be discussed.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It is quite com-
petent for me to speak as to the merits
of the case.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think so.

Mr. GIBBS, referring to the proceed-
ings of th.- Sonate, said it would have
been much better had the Chairman of
the Committee on Standing Orders ai-
lowed the petitioner on behalf of Mrs.
Campbell to read these proceedings,
instead of'himself (Mr. Rymal) reading
the minority report.

Mr. RYMAL said the Hon. Mr.
Macdougall had every opportunity of
reading the proceedings. In fact, it
was that gentleman's reference to them
which led him (Mr. Rymal) to read
the minority report.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the usual
rule of notice should only be suspended
in urgent cases, under which head he
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did not think the pre-ent case came.
lie would accept the suggeqtion of the
hon. menber tor Cumberland, and not
speak on the mnerits of the Bill.

Mr. CAMERON said it was within
the powers of the House to suspend
the Standing Orders. The question
was, whether this was a fit case in
which this should be done. The Qther
night, very late, the Rules were sus-
pended in order to rush a Railway Bill
through for the accommodation of a
gentleman, and he certainly thought
the House should do the same for the
accommodation of a lady. He held
that suficient notice had been given
last Session. The fact that Mr. Camp-
bell recognized the notice, in appearing
before the Sonate this Session as wel
as last Session, left him no right
to claim insufficiency of notice. The
case was still in Court, and, as Mr.
Campbell had acquiesced in the juris-
diction of the Senate, it was not open
to him to object to the jurisdiction of
this louse.

Motion negatived on a division.

NORTHERN RAILWAY AR-
RANGEMENT BILL.

FIRST READING.

Bouse resolved itself into Committee
to consider the following Resolution :-

" 1. Resolved, That it is expedient to
provide that the sum of £50,000 stg., Second
Preference Bonds now held by the Govern-
ment of Canada, part of a certain sum of
£283,000 stg., of Second Preference Bonds
issued by the Northern Railway Company of
Canada, shall hold equal rank and. priority
with other bonds of the saine character in
any re-arrangement that may be authorized
by an Act passed during this Session; and,
further, that the sum of £50,000 stg., part of
a certain suin of £100,000 stg., of Third
PreferenceBonds issued by the saidCompany,
and now held by the Government of Canada,
together with the interest thereon, be
extinguished on the following conditions :-

"l Ist. That the said Company shall,
withn one year from the First day of May,
1877, pay to the Government the sui of
£45,000 sterling in cash, with interest at the
rate of 5 per cent. per annum.

"2nd. That the said Conpanyshall, within
the same period, pay the Government of
Canada the sum of Twenty-Seven Thousand
Four Hundred and Fifty-Eight dollars and
Eighty-Seven cents, in satisfaction of the
sums improperly applied by the Company
out of the moneys payable to the Governinent

Mr. MAoKENZIE.

of Canada, and also assign the mortgagenow
held by the said company on the Couchicli-
ing Hotel for nonieys advanced thereon."

(In the Committee.)

Resolution ordered to be reported.
House resumed.
Resolution reported, read the second

time and agreed to.
Mr. CARTWRIGHT introdueed a

Bill (No. 123) To provide for the
arrangement of certain claims of the
Government of Canada upon the
Northern Railway Company.

Bill read the firsi, second and third
times and passed.

INDIAN ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 120.]

(Mr. Mills.)

BILL WITIDRAWN.

Order for the third reading, read.
Mr. MACKENZIE said ho had ex-

amined the Bill, and foµnd that it was
quite consistent with the provisions of
the Act. While he admitted there was
a good deal of force in the objections
taken to the Bill by hon. gentlemen
opposite and the hon. member for Cha-
teauguay, it was quite impossible to
make the changes suggested without
reconsidering the whole Bill and recon-
structing many of its sections. No evil
had arisen from the operation of the
Act, so he hoped the House would
allow the Bill to pass in its present
form, and he gave the promise that the
Government would reconsider the res-
pective clauses during the recess with
a view to amending them in the direc-
tion indicated. If hon. members would
not agree to that proposition, the Bill
would have to be withdrawn ; it would
not be possible to amend the Act in the
manner suggested at the present lato
period of the Session.

Mr. HOLTON said the hon. the
First Minister had himself suggested
the best reason for not proceeding with
the Bill, viz., that the fouse was un-
able at that stage of the Session to
reconsider the Act which was passed
only a year ago, and which it was prO-
posed to amend in a sense which might
operate very injuriously and vexations-
ly to the people living in counties
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adjacent to Indian Reserves in the old
settlements of the country. That was
the point he (M. Ilolton) took. The
county he represented was contiguous
to an Indian reserve, and was in inti-
mate relutions with it., and the people
had to pass through the lIdian reserve
on their way to the market of Mon-
treal. The Bill was introduced at so
late a stage of the Session that no op-
portuni ty was afforded to communicate
with parties who would be affected by
it. The legislation of last Session on
the subject was considered, if not final,
as likely at al events to stand for
some little time. No intimation was
given of any purpose to change the law
during this Session. On Friday last the
Bill was introduced, and he had not
had, therefore, an opportunity to com-
municate with those who knew more
about the operation of the measure
than le could pretend to know. The
hon. the Minister of the Interior had
made out a case-which he was not
prepared to dispute-for legislation in
regard to the wild tribes of the great
North-West, and in the largely waste
country of» British Columbia; but, in
dealing, as it was, perhaps, necessary
to deal, with the Indians, subject to
those conditions, the hon. Minister pro-
posed to deal in the same manner
with Indians residing in the centre of
settlements in the old Provinces of the
Dominion. Al things being considered,
the present Bill might fairly lie over
until next Session. It should be
remembered that the Bill was an
amendment of the measure, dealing
with the whole subject of Indian
affairs, introduced by the Government
itself last Session, and hon. members
had been afforded no opportunity of
seeing its working, and no possibility
Of comparing the proposed amendment
with the general law, and no interests
would be injuriously affected by the
Bill being allowed to lie over until the
hon. the Minister of Interior, who was
bringing his abilities and great industry
to bear on the duties of his Department,
had the opportunity to consider the
whole subjeet of the Act of last Session.
The practice of officers of Department
urging their views on their political
chiefs and having them carried into
effect by legislation was one which
ahould not be carried too far. Great
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questions of polity ro.se with respect
to the treatment of Indians a i their
relations with the whites in he sur-
ro0unding country, and, at the closing
of a most laborious Sesion, it was ask-
ing rather too niuvh to invite tie liouse
to consider the Indian Act, wich was
atopted with so mucli deliberationi ne
year ago, with a view to remove some
possible detects.

Mr. MITCHELL said lie concurred
in the opinion expressed by the hon.
member for Chateauguay (Mr. Hlolton)
that there was a imischievous tendency
to force on Ministers the vicws of
officers of the iDepartment, and much
firmness was required to resist the
attempts made to change legislation
in accordance with the opinion of'such
officers. It was too late in the Session
to deal with the Indian question, and,
instead of having patch-work legisla-
tion, it should be dealt with at a subse-
quent period in a comprebensive
manner.

Mr. MACKENZIE said, as it was
evident there would be a long discus-
sion on the Bill, and as the hon. the
Minister of Interior was unable at that
period of the Session to make a general
amendment in accordancc with the
views urged by hon. members, for two
reasons: First, because of the late
period of the Session, and, second,
because the hon. gentleman had not
had time to consider the wisdon of
some of those suggestions, he would
move that the order be discharged.

Order discharged and Bill withdrawn.

CUSTOMS AND EXCISE
AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 109.]

(Mr. Cartwright.)

SECOND READING.

ACTS

Mr. CARTWRIGHT' moved the
second reading of the Bill.

Mr. MASSON said he desired to di-
rect the attention of the bon. the Min-
ister of Finance to an irregularity
which had occurred in regard to the
introduction of the Bill. It was well
known in England as well as in this
country that any irregularity in deal-
ing with resolutions affecting the im-
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position of taxes or Bills relating to
the tariff was jealously watched by the
people. They had been deprived of
one of the important stages in the dis-
cussion of the me'asure bv the omission
.of the second reading of the resolu-
tions, at which stage ho; niembers bad
a right to discuss the wLolo question
on its merits and not on the details of
the measure. The Journals of the
House for 1868-69 and 1874 showed
that the resolutions were submitted
from the Committee of Ways and
Means, they were read a second time
and aft erwards concurred in. When a
similar irregularity had occurred in
Engiand, the proceedings had been
quasbed, and a like course should be
adopted in the present case, and the
proceedings should bc recommenced.
If the Journals remained as they were
to-day, this would evidently be invoked
in the future as a precedent.

Mr. SPEAKER said that his recol-
lection of the matter was very distinct,
as he had given a grea t deal of attention
to it. The apparent irregularity arose
entirely from 1 he fact that, departing
from the old mode of proceeding, an
-endeavour was made to adopt the more
correct English mode. The custom
-followed in the House ever since he
Lad been a member of it had been
that when the resolutions came up the
question was put on each resolution,
and not on the resolutions as a whole,
as was th e proper English practice. On
thi's particular occasion he had followed
the old rule,and he had asked the House
whether they wished that the first
resolution should be read a second time
and concurred in. The right hon.
member for Kingston objected to this
mode of proceeding, and read a passage
from May bearing on the subject. He
felt satistied that the hon. member had
made Iimself familiar with the rule-
,of course he was quite aware of the
English practice-and he at once
assented to the objection as being a
good one, and he was mach pleased
to find that it was proposed to take what
he believed to be the more correct
mode of proceeding. May laid down
very cl early what was the proper course
to follow; in the first place, the question
was on the first reading, as a matter of
-course, and, on the second reading being
proposed, it was open to any member

Mr. MAssoN.

to propose an amendment of a general
character; but when that motion was
once disposed of, hon. members were
confined on the several resolutions to
the motions affecting the questions
immediately under consideration. Un-
der their old practice they had arrived
at nearly the same results by a differ-
ent process. On the question for the
first resolution to be read a second
time and concur1ed in, it was open to
hon.' members to propose any general
amendment and- discuss it as they
pleased, but this amendment once dis-
posed of, hon. members were held to
the particular amendment and particu-
lar resolution subsequently moved.
On the occasion in question, he re-
membered, verydistinctly, putting the
question thus-and it turned out to be
the correct English form :-" Is it the
pleasure of the House that the reso-
Jutions be read the second time." The
right hon. meniber for Kingston objec-
ted, and stated that the question was
on the first resolution. The right hon.
member had a book in his hand, having
just consulted an authority; and Le
had said: "Very well." The matter
stood in that position. He had really
put the question on the general reading
of the resolutions, and objection being
taken to this, he presumed that the
right hon. member had made himself
familiar with the subject, and he re-
marked: "Very well; " and let the
matter remain so. He supposed that
it was so recorded by the clerk. This
was the exact position in which the
matter stood. He felt, on further con-
sideration of the whole question, that
no practical injustice had been done.
General discussion was not admissible
afterwards, both aqcording to the Eng-
lish practice and their own old practice.
The general discussion was confined
to the first resolution. He had looked

.into the English practice very care-
fully. If there was any error in the
proceedings on the former occasion, it
could, certainly, not be taken as a pre-
cedent, when all the other rulings, and
the practice on all subtequent reports,
were in correct form.

Mr.,IHOLTON said the Speaker had
placed the matter very plainly before
the House. They were at a period of
transition from the old and former
practice to a better practice. Perhapa
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-ome little irregularity, or what seemed
to be so, had arisen; but Mr. Speaker
might instruct the Clerk, or the Clerk
taking note of the discussion might sec
that the Journals were prepared accord-
ing to the English practice in this re-
spect, which they had better follow.
It was wise to do so. Great care
was taken in the mother country in
this regard, as this related to dealings;
with the pecuniary interests of the
people. He reinembered an occasion
when that distinguished Parliamen-
tarian, Robert Baldwin, who had had a
good deal to do with giving tone to our
earlier proceedings under the consti-
tutional regime, had a Supply Bill
thrown out because of some irregula-
rities, the exact natureof which lie had
forgotten, and proceedings were taken
de novo. le thought that the hon.
mem ber for Terrebonne was quite right
in calling the attention of the Ilouse to
this matter.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
would be a very hard precedent indeed
if any one was permitted to alter or
tamper with the Journals, whether for
good or ir ili, after the entries were
made. It would be dangerous
to give such a power to any person.
As a matter of fact, not one of the reso-
tions, except the first, had been read
the second time.

Mr. CART WRIGHT: The Journals
state that they were read the second
time and concurred in on a division.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the resolutions were reported from the
Committee, and the Minister of Finance
had moved that they be read the second
time. He objected, stating that the
first resolution should be read the se-
cond time, and this was done.

Mr. SPEAKER said that if, when
he put the question, the right hon.
member for Kingston had not inter-
jected his objection, and if ho had not
thon said-" very well," there would
be no room for doubt whatever. He
had, in the first place, put the question
on the second reading correctly.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT called attention
to page 246 of the Votes and Proceed-
ings.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI) said
that in such matters no irregularity
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at all shouild be allowed to exist. He
would suggest that the matter be
settled between bis hon. friend and the
-Minister of Finance. It could be de-
clared on the Journals of the House
that this should not bo a precedent,
and this would settle the whole dif-
ficulty. It was agreed that the follow-
ing entry should be made in the
Journals:-

Mr. MASSON, having drawn the attention
of Mr. Speaker to an irregularity in the pro-
ceedings upon the concurrence by the
House in the Resolutions reported from the
Committee of Ways and Means, viz.:-that
the queition for the second reading of the
said Resolutions does not appear to have
been put to the House, but only the second
reading of t--e first Resolution,--it was Re-
solved, That the said informality shall not in
future be quoted as a precedent.'

Mr. CARTWRIGHT then moved
the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. DESJARDINS said that before
the Bill was read the second time ho
wished to make a few remarks on a
subject to which he had drawn the
attention of the House at the opening
of the Session, when he had asked for
a return regarding the importation of
different grades of sugar. He had
called the attention of the Minister of
Finance to the importance, from a coin-
mercial point of view, for Canada, of
securing direct communication with
the Antilles. It was impossible to ob-
tain this trade and the benefits accru-
ing from it, if they did not keep in
operation the sugar refineries which
had already been established in this
country. The financial policy of the
Government was not known at the
time, and the Minister of Finance
stated then that it was not proper is
that stage of the Session to raise that
discussion. The hon. gentleman lad
not afforded him subsequently an oppor-
tunity to return to the subject, but he
considered that the moment the House
was called upon to vote on the Bill,
by which the tariff was changed and
new taxes of a temporary character
were imposed to meet the needs of the
country, he should be allowed to ob-
serve to the Minister of Finance that
it was natural, perhaps,for them to hope
and ask that, when obliged to alter the
tariff, this should be done in such
fashion as to benefit the industrial
interests of the country. The expec-
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tation that this would have been done
by the Government was so much the
more natural, owing to anterior decla-
rations made by members of the Cabi-
net. He would, in particular, quote a
statement made by the First Minister
in the course of a speech which the
hon. gentleman had delivered in the
city of Hamilton on the 22nd January,
1874, when he said:

"The parties have adopted the principles
which I maintain ; to wit, that our revenue
should be obtained by means of duties levied
on our importations, and that the distribution
of these duties ought to be always made in such
a manner as to confér the greatest possible
advantage on our population. Sir Francis
Hincks bas said that he was in favour of
incidental protection. I have made the same
declaration, and that simply signifies that, as
long as it will be necessary to levy duties on
importations, those duties ought to be levied on
articles identical with those which our people
can produce. I will add a word on this subject,
and that is to say that, even if it were possible,
which I do not believe, to reduce the duties ou
imported goods, thie would not be just with
regard to the manufactures which have been
established, counting upon the permanence of
the present system."

The occasion seemed to him to be
favourable for the carrying out
of the policy indicated by the
Premier, and, when they were
obliged to impose duties to meet
temporary necessities, he believed that
the Government should consider favour-
ably the sugar refining interests of the
country. One of the great hindrances
and obstacles which prevented the
establishment of sugar refineries in
Canada arose from the fact that the
duty levied on refined sugar imported
into this country was less than that
which was imposed on the inferior
grades, and. as the levy of new
imposts was in question, it seemed to
him that the Government should have,
instead of increasing duties on tea or
malt, so re-adjusted the tariff regard-
ing these qualities of sugar and the
refined sugars imported from the
United States and elsewhere as to
favour and contribute to the suc-
cess of Canadian refineries. This
question-as indeed he had remarked
on a previous occasion-ought not to
be considered as one which concerned
private interests. It related, in point
of fact, to a most important commercial
question. One of the greatest
problems whioh they had at present to
solve was to find markets for the pro-

Mr. DESJARDINS.

ducts of this country ; and everybody
would admit the correctness of the
statement made by hon. mem-
bers who had made of this
subject a special study,-that the only
means by which we could open foreign
markets to our products was to estab-
lish direct communication with the
West Indies and other meridianal
countries. The great obstacle-as the
First Minister, and he believed, also
the hon. member for Waterloo had
observed-to the establishment of this
direct communication was that, when
we expor ted our products to these mar-
kets, it was difficult to procure return
cargoes, and, in consequence, the pro-
ducts exported Lad to bear all the
weight of the charges made for trans-
port. It had been objected by the hon.
the Prime Minister that they had to-
contend with the competition of the
United States, the ports of which were
in greater proximity than those of
Canada to the countries in question ;
and that the principal product that we
could procure in the West Indies, and
these meridianal countries, in exchange
for what we sent them,was sugar, which
was brought into the United States
at an expense reduced to the lowest
possible limit. He believed that, taking
into consideration the cost of breaking
bulk, repacking and transhipment, the
exchange of cargoes would compensate
for any increased expenditure attending
the transportation of the percentage
of the useless matters contained in the
inferior qualities of sugar, which
was in the raw state when im-
ported. It was known that the pro-
portion of waste attending the process
of refining was scarcely more than
four per cent.; and, if this percentage
was considered in connection with the
advantages connected witb this impor-
tation, he believed that the objection
made in this relation could not be con-
sidered to have any great force. It had
been suggested to the Government
that they should grant a subsidy to a
line of steamers to ply between Halifax
and the West Indies, but no matter
what aid was given, this would still
remain insufficient to guarantee the
success of such a line, if, prior to its
establishment, they did not decide upon
the conditions of trade necessary to
render an exchange of products be-
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tween these two countries successful.
It was stated that, under present cir-
eumstances, it was impossible to com-
pete in this regard with the United
States, owing to the amount of the
drawbacks and bounty granted by the
American Government on sugar ex-
ported froin that country. On the
other hand, the Committee appointed
last year to consider this question had
denied in their report the existence of
such a bounty, but placing in compari-
son the percentage admitted by the
Committee and that recognized by all
who had looked into the question, out-
side of interested parties, it would
be seen that such was the case.
Taking the point that the United States
Government was awarding drawbacks
,60 or 70 per cent. of refined sugar, as
the only quantity capable of being
made out of 100 per cent. of the raw
material-and this figure the American
experts and the Committee of the

louse had accepted as being the pro-
portion adopted by the United States
as the amount upon which they based
the amount of the drawback on exports
in favour of their refiners-they would
ind that there really existed a bounty,

and that this bounty was quite con-
siderable. He saw it stated in a speech
delivered by M4r. Leatham in the
House of Commons, in 1864, that
in England, after experiments had
been made with nineteen varieties
of sugar, the percentage of crys-
tallizable saccharine matter ob-
tainable was found to be from
85 to 90 per cent.; and at Cologrie,
in experinents which had been
made, relative to arrangements to be
made between England, Holland, Ger-
many and France, a percentage of 83
to 85 had been obtained. Tbere was
no reason to believe that the American
refiner was inferior in any way to the
refiner ofary of the European coun-
tries. The American Government,
therefore, in granting a drawback on
the percentage of 70, not only gave a
drawback equal to the duties paid at
the port of entry, but a considerable
bonus besides. There were few per-
sons who now dared affirm, that the
American refiner, was not in receipt of
a real bounty; and this was admitted
by the best informed amongst the
4ommercial journals of the United

States. It was also recognized in all
the reports made on the subject by
those who had investigated into the
matter, as well as by many others. In
the course of an interview with many
senators and members of the Assem-
blée Nationale, M. Tesserence de
Bort, Minister of Agriculture, in
reply to stateinents made in the in-
terest of the French refiners, admitted
that the United States must be ranked
amongst the countries which granted
bounties in favour of sugar refiners.
A doubt had been sought to be raised
as to the interest we could have in
maintaining our sugar refineries; but,
he believed that, if such a theory was
adopted, it might equally be held that
we had no interest in maintaining any
of our manufactures. We would be
running counter to the policy which
prevailed in the most important and
prosperous countries of Europe and
America. It had been established
that about 100,000,0001b. of sugar were
consumed in this country, and to refine
this quantity it would require not less
than ten of such establishments as the
one existing at Montreal, giving per-
manent employment to at least 6,000
people; and the consequent consump-
tion of coal from our own mines would
be at least 50,000 tons a year. It
seemed to him that, under these circum-
stances, the Government had no right
to despise, or set aside as unworthy of
consideration, any proposal of a nature
to encourage the establishment and
progress of such industries, in order
to aid in the maintenance, and to sup-
ply work to a considerable number of
individuals. They ought to consider
that the benefits flowing from such
a poliey were not confined to the re-
finers and the men whom they em-
ployed, bat they extended in a very
great degree to the rest of our popula-
tion. The importance of this question
was sucli that in England very serious
complaints were made on the part of
the Eugiîsh refiners, owing to the
competition fron countries like
France, Gernany, and even Russia,
with which they had to contend.

Mr. CACION: They give more
aid to this industry, I suppose?

Mr. )ESJARDINS said this was
due to the protection extended by the
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Governments of these countries to this
important interest. He would ask
permission te refer to a speech deliver-
ed on this subject by Mr. Ritchie in the
Imperial Pailiament, for he found that,
despite the superiority of England
with reference to capital and wealth
compared with Canada, they seemed to
suffer in a corresponding proportion
from the competition the English re-
finers had to contend against from
France, where this industry was en-
couraged by means of drawbacks and
bounties, so that the position of these
two countries was pretty much the same
as the position occupied by the re-
finers of Canada and the United
States on this question. Mr. Ritchie,
in the course of a debate, said:

" The question was one of great commercial
importance to this country as the flouse would
see when he stated that the quantity of sugar
refined annually amounted to 650,000 tons, and
was of the value of from £15,000,000 to
£20,000,000 sterling. Until within a few years
past the English refining sugar trade had been
growing and prosperous, but it had now fallen
into decline. That decline was not owing to
any want of skill or of enterprise on the part
of the refiners, but to the unfair competition
which France was enabled to carry on by the
system of bounties."

This opinion was admitted to be
correct by those who replied to Mr.
Ritchie on the part of the Govern ment.
They agreed that it was impossible for
the English refiners to compete with
the French refiners, if France did not
change her tariff, and so readjust it as
to place these refineis on the same
footing. The objection raised here
was also made on this occasion to the
claims of the English refiners, and it
was this: that the consumers benefit,
ted from this system, and that they
ought not to complain if drawbacks
were given by the French Government
on sugar exported by the refiners, as
it affected the price of this article in
favour of the pecuniary interests of
consumers. To this Mr. Ritchie made a
reply,wbich in his opinion was equally
applicable to the same objection thatwas
raised in this relation in this country.

Mr. CARTWRIGIT said he did not
think they could enter into the discus-
sion which his hon. friend had raised,
as to the expodiency of giving in one
shape or another a bounty to sugar re-
finers. He would waive the merits of
the case, as it was not possible to con-

Mr. DEsJARDINs.

sider it at this period of the Session,
for the simple reason that whichever
way such a thing was donc, it would
involve of necessity either the loss of'
a very large amount of money in the
revenue, or place on the people a very
considerable burden in the shape of a
large increase in the price of an article
which, though not a necessary of life,
was still so universally consumed that
such a step would impose a heavy tax
on the people. The question had been
at various times pretty extensively
discussed, and he would remind his hon.
friend, that, as it at present existed,
their policy, as modified, had been un-
doubtedly changed in the interests of
the sugar refiners. It was a very large
and difficult question which he did not
then propose to discuss.

Mr. TUPPER said that the question
so fully and ably brought up by the
hon. member for Hochelaga was one of
great magnitude. 11e attached very
great importance to it, but he would
then merely reply to a statement made
by the Minister of Finance, who seemed
to think that this was a question which
he was precluded from entertaining at
all.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: At this time.

Mr. TUPPER: At this time. The
hon. gentleman took it as his premises
that the establishment of sugar
refineries in Canada could only be
attained by a large increase of taxation.
He (Mr. Tupper) was disposed to,
question the soundness of the hon. gen-
tleman's view in this respect. He
believed it could be donc by lowering
the tariff on raw sugars, which would
not necessarily decrease the revenue.
When Sir Robert Peel, in England,
reduced the duty on sugar £10 a ton,
it was followed by an increased
revenue from sugar, as the consumption
of that article was enormously increas-
ed. Sugar, while a necessary of life,
was indulged in according to the
means of the people. By a large re-
duction of the duty on the raw material,
refineries could be established, and then
the people would use more sugar as it
would be cheaper than it was now. It
was not simply a question of the
amount of labour employed in sugar
refining, but the enormous trade with
the West Indies, as we had large
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quantities of those articles suitable for
exportation to the West India Islands.
The misfortune now was that ports in
the United States did almost all the
trade of Canada with the West Indies.
He also joined issue with the hon.
gentleman in the statement that the
change made was in favour of the in-
dustry in this country. The change
was not sufficient to meet the change
in the United States. The hon. the Minis-
ter of the Interior had laboured to show
that there was no bounty upon sugar,
but the evidence which had come be-
fore the House on that subject must
convince all that there was a large
bounty. The Secretary of the Treasury
of the United States had made a care-
ful investigation and reported to his
Government that the drawback was
largely in excess of what it ought to
be, and the Government ordered it to
be reduced. The refiners, however,
got a commission appointed, which
examined nobody but experts in the
refining business, and even their evi-
dence went to show that on a draw-
back of $3.60 per hundred, there was.
60c. more than it ought to be, or this
amount of bounty, and some witnesses
showed that it was from 60c. to 75c.
per hundred pounds. He believed the
United States would be glad to see a
countervailing duty here which would
meet the enormous hourty which
sugar refiners there got. He read
several extracts from a letter from a
planter in Jamaica, Mr. Solomon,
written to Mr. George Gordon Dunstan,
which he thought contained the argu-
ment in a nut shell:

" It must be explained that the chief export
from this island is Muscovado sugar. We have
not the skilled labour or the capital to refine it,
and it is, therefore, shipped in the raw state to
the United States and to Europe, where it
undergoes the necessary manipulation to man-
ufacture it into what iE termed refined or loaf
sugar.

" Upon examination of your customs' tariff, it
is observable that your duty upon the raw ar-
ticle of sugar is far beyond what it should be as
compared with your duty upon the refined ar-
ticle, and until there be a more appreciable
difference either by the duty on the refined
being increased, or the duty on the raw being
decreased, it would prevent the exportation of
the raw article to your country, as the only
form practicable under the circumstances
would be to send it to you in a refined state,
and, as before brought to your attention, the
difficulties in our way cannot be surmounted.

"The sugar duties are now abolisbed in Great

Britain, but wbile they were exacted there,
there was a low scale for the low quality of
muscovado ; there was a bigher scale for the
grocery description, and stili higher scale for
the refined article, and such a system was con-
sidered fair and just, not at all encroaching
upon free trade principles, for it was allowed
that there is foreign matter in muscovado
sugar, and there is also a large percentage
of molasses, and when it is manufactured into
refined sugar there is a large percentage defi-
cient In sugar, and it was deemed unfair to
charge as high a rate of duty upon impure
sugar as upon the pure article.

"You might as well charge as high a duty
upon a weak spirit as upon a strong spirit that
will admit of adulteration, but in this respect
there is a fair allowance, and the same princi-
ple should be adopted in regard to the weaker
sugars.

"If the scale of duties were grounded upon
the basis of the Dutch Standard above and
below, with a fair additional duty upon the
refined, I am firmly convinced the revenue de-
rivable from your sugar duties would increase
year after year by the large increase of con-
sumption from ordinary causes, as well as ex-
traordinary causes, in the preservation of an
abundant fruit crop and divers other accessa-
ries which can scarcely be enumerated.

" Trusting that this subject will have careful
attention of your Government, and boping to
hear from you soon, that the great impediment
to a large commercial intercourse between
this Island and the Dominion has been re-
moved."

He trusted that the hon. the Finance
Minister would give a careful consider-
ation to this subject during recess,
and see whether some means could
not be devised, consistent with the
interests of the country, which would
bring back and increase tenfold the
large business we had with the West
Indies, a trade which no member
could appreciate who had not given
attention to it.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT remarked that,
when the reduction on sugar was made
by Sir Robert Peel, the duty was 6c.
per pound.

Mr. TUPPER said he knew this.
He only meant to point out the princi-
ple.

Bill read the second time.
House resolved itself into Committee

of the Whole to consider the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

On the 5th Section, as to tubing,
Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he had

made the announcement when the
subject was under discussion that tub-
ing, when used in a particular way,
was subject to a drawback. It was

Customs and Excise



1848 Customs and Excise

then suggested by the right hon. mem-
ber foïr Kingston that it should be
expresly so stated in the Bill. He
(Mr. Cartwright) had taken the matter
into consideration, and had adopted the
suggestion by providing in this section
that ail tubiug used for boilers should
have a drawback on the duty paid for
admission into Canada.

Mr. DOMVILLE enquired whether
the law would cover the case of brass
and copper tubing on locomotives,
which, however, were not for boilers.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said al] tubing
which properly belonged to boilers
would be subject to the drawback. No
doubt bis hon. friend referred to ships
built in Canada and going to an Ameri-
can port, having the full duty charged
on the various materials entering into
their construction, whereas vessels
built in the United States came here
free of duty.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he had this
injustice in his mind when he asked
the question.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the atten-
tion of the Government had been direc-
ted to this matter, and when such a case
occurred it would be dealt with.

Mr. DOMVILLE said lie was satis-
fied with the explanation.

Mr. T UPPER said the change was an
improvement. The hon. member for
Hamilton (Mr. Wood) had questioned
the accuracy of some statements he
rrade on this subject, his authority
being Mr. J. H. Killey, of the Mona
Iron Works, Hamilton. He had receiv-
ed a letter from that gentleman, from
which lie would quote :

" The duty on pipes or tubes is a great mis-
take. There are noue made in Canada, nor
likely te be, as the plant is very costly. The
whole consumption in Canada of iron pipes, if
turned into oue factory, would not pay for
working it, so that duty is and will be a direct
tax againsi the manufacturer using pipe, which
means all the manufacturing operations of this
countr y, because it enters into everything in
which steam, water or gas is used. Now it
would appear, say in steam boilers, that one
half the cost of a tubular or ordinary steam
boiler. as used in the factories of this country,
is on the tubing alone, so that steam boilers
imported ai 17î per cent. duty would be prac-
tically reduced to half that sum, as against a
Canadian manufacturer paying duty on the
tubes. Nuw anotner article, steam or water
heaters, radiators, or articles made entirely
out of tubes, four-fifths of the cost is the

Mr. CARTWRIOHT.

material, the labour required to put them
together being smaller in proportion than
boilers, but still employing a larVe number of
men in all the large cities. Now on those
articles the duty will be practically repealed,
and the Americans placed on a better footing
than Canadians, their facilities for the
manufacture being greater in proportion to the
greater field of operations. * * * I may
add that the least cost of plant to make iron
tubes would be from $150,000 to $200,000, a
sum which no capitalist or capitalists would
invest under the regime of the present Govern-
ment."

Mr. YOUNG said he would prefer to
see the matter remain as it was than
to see the proposed addition to the
Bill, expressly declaring that the tub-
ing must be for boilers to make it sub-
ject to the drawback. Tubing entered
into the manufacture of a large num-
ber of machines, and should in that
respect be regarded as a raw material.
He thought, however, that tubing
used for handsome residences, &c.,
should be taxed. A discrimination
should be made, and all tubing for ma-
chinery ought to have the drawback
allowed. As it was proposed,the Custom
House officer was circumscribed,
while, before, he could judge of each
case as it came up.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said,
while he agreed with h is hon. friend that
the duty on tubing should be taken off
altogether, yet, as the hon. the Fin-
ance Minister did not see proper to do
this, lie thought it better that, where
a drawback was allowed, it should be
expressly stated in the Bill rather than
left to the discretion of the Government.

Mr. WOOD stiid, in explanation of
his remarks to the hon. member for
Cumberland (Mr. Tupper) on a former
occasion, that he had heard Mr. Killey
complain of the enormous expense at-
tendant upon the manufacture of
boiler pipes, and not as to gas and
water pipes.

It being Six o'clock, the
left the Chair.

Speaker

After Recess.'

Committee resumnted.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. YOUNG said, since the rising of
the House, be had consulted with the
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hon. member for Hamilton (Mr. Wood),
and found that the understanding was
that the concession made by the hon.
the MNinister of Finance only referred
to tubing used in boilers. In view of
that concession, he felt he would not
be justified, at this late period of the
Session, in introducing a motion
which might give rise to considerable
discussion.

Section, as amended, agreed to.
Bill ordered to be reported.
House resuned.
Bill reported.
Amendments read the second time,

and agreed to.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved the
third reading of the Bill.

Mr. ROCHESTER moved, in amend-
ment :

'' That the Bill be re-committed te a Com-
mittee of the Whole, with instructions to the
Committee that they have power to amend
the first section of the said Bill, by striking
out after the words 'on every pound of
malt,' the words 'two cents,' and substi-
tuting therefor the words ' one cent.' "

He said the news that the hon. the
Finance Minister had imposed an ad-
ditional duty on malt was heralded
from one end of the Dominion to the
other, and a large deputation of persons
interested in the trade waited upon
the hon. gentleman to protest against
the act of gross injustice he was com-
mitting upon their interests. The
hon, the Finance Minister, however,
was impregnable, and subsequently a
petition of the manufacturers was pre-
sented to the House, praying that the
duty on malt should not be increased.
That petition deserved the respect of
the House, as the gentlemen engaged
in this trade would compare favourably
in point of respectability with any
other portion of the manufacturing
community of the country. There
were some hon. members who thought
the brewing trade should be put down.
Now, the Government had a perfect
right to suppress it if they chose ; but,
while the business was legalized,
and the Government derived a large
amount of revenue from it, those
engaged in it were entitled to the
same amount of protection as was en-
joyel by persons eugaged in other
pursuits. le quite agreed with the

views enunciated by the hon. member
for Toronto (Mr. Macdonald) in regard
to prohibiti m ; lie was prepared at any
moment to vote for a prohibitory
law as soon as the people were edu-
cated up to it, and as soon as the Gov-
ernment could find ways and means to
supply the $6,000,000 revenue derived
from the liquor traffic. In making
this motion he was not advocating the
interests of the drunkards. He held
that, in taking the course he was pur-
suing, he was advocating the cause of
temperance, rather than of intemper-
ance. A few figures that he would
quote would bear out this statement.
Last year the increase in the consump-
tion of ardent spirits amounted to
$122,67t.96, while there was a decrease
in the consumption of malt liquor of
$15,788.28. This showed conclusively
that the course pursued by the
Government was contrary to the
policy of other countries in this regard,
which always fostered the beer pro-
ducing interest as compared with the
manufacture of ardent spirits. Our
manufacturers paid 100 per cent. more
duty than those engaged in the same
business in the United States did ; they
paid 30 per cent. more duty than was
imposed in England, and 40 per cent.
more than those in Scotland and
Ireland. But the agriculturists of
this country were directly inter-
ested in this question. If times
were good in the United States, our
farmers could find a market for their
products by paying a duty of 15c.
a bushel. That duty, however>, pro-
hibited our farmers from taking their
products to the United States, while
the farmers of that country had no duty
to pay in importing to Canada. and
could, therefore, flood onr markets with
their products. We imported 4,000,000
bushels of corn from the United
States, from which all ardent spirits
were made. A few years ago our dis-
tilleries were supplied bv our own farm-
ers, but that was ail changei now.owing
to the negligence of the Government
in not affording our agriculturists the
protection they needed so much. This
4,000,000 bushels of corn represented
somewhere in the neighbourhood of
83.000,000, and no one could claim that
if this amount was distribated among
the agriculturists it would not be a bene-
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fit to them. The additional duty pro-
posed was not only an injury to the

rewers, but it affected the agricultur-
ists ol Canada. He had no hesitation
in saying that this additional duty on
malt would increase the consumption
of ardent spirits, and would in no wise
tend to the elevation of public morals
as far as temperance was concerned.
If our farmers were not afforded the
protection that they needed,they would
leave this country for the United States
and help to swamp the Canadian mark-
ets. He did not expect this amendment
would be carried, but he thought a
certain amount of respect was due to
that respectable class of gentlemen
who had petitioned this House. He
did not believe the Finance Minister
would be in any better financial posi-
tion if the amount expected to be de-
rived from that source should be
obtained. The hon. gentleman would
then fail to real ize the sum required,
because, as they had heard from the
hon. the Minister of Inland Revenue,
the staff would have to be increased
about two-fold. In four years the
expenses of that Department had in-
creased by the nice little sum of
$50,000. It was imagined by some
hon. gentlemen that lie had some
peculiar animosity to that Depart-
ment, but such was not the case. It
was evident, from the remarks of hon.
mem bers, that t he deputy heads of the
Departments bad too much to say in
the management. It could not, of
coui r,. be expected that every Minister
could be fully posted in regard to the
afliairs of bis Department, and he had,
accordingly, to depend to a certain
extent upon bis deputy, the result of'
which practice was that the deputy
was viri ually head of the Department,
and this was the reason why there were
so many abuses in connection there-
with. He wished that the Government
could see their way clear to reduce the
duty on malt, and allow the trade to
have the benetit of it for a
few yenari. and so benefit the
agriculturi ,s throughout the country.
The cours- which was being pursued
by the Government was one which
could not fai 1 to militate sorely against
the agricultural community.

Mr. PLATT said he desired to hear
the reasons which led the hon. the

Mr. ROCHESTER.

Finance Minister to increase the duty
on malt. Ie had not heard any
reasons given by the Government for
the action taken. Ie was an old
distiller and brewer and he thought he
knew something about the trade.
When in the distilling business twenty-
five years ago, they used barley, rye
and oats and did not import corn from
the United States. This tax was an
indirect tax on barley, and would tend
to drive the people from the country.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he was
afraid if it were necessary to give
satisfactory reasons to the parties
taxed for the taxes which the Govern-
ment found it necessary to impose, it
would be extremely difficult to satisfy
them. He could only hope they
would succeed in recouping themselves
sufficiently from the parties to whom
they sold the articles. In response
to the hon. member for Carleton (Mr.
Rochester), he desired to say that he
and other hon. gentleman who -had
spoken on the subject had very much
exai.gerated the difference between
the duty in Canada and in England.
In England until very lately the duty
was 65c. or 66c. per bushel, whereas
the duty in this country was computed
at 62c. per bushel-that was the bushel
of barley, or its equivalent in malt.
When the English Chancellor of the
Exchequer found it necessary to raise
additional revenue he did not hesitate to
increase the duty from 2s. 8½d. to 4s.,
which was done in 1852, and on other
occasions. That was equivalent to
about 100c. per bushel, which was con-
siderably higher than the dutyhe (Mr.
Cartwright) proposed to levy. It must
be remembered that this duty only
inflicted an additional 21c. per
gallon, as far as he could reconcile
the somowhat varying statements of
gentlemen in the trade and officers of
the Departnent, the latter being
based on actual experiments. He did
not think a tax of 2½c. or 3c. per gallon
would seriously affect the brewing
community.

Mr. PLATT: It has done so al eady.

Mr. CARTWR [GHRT said there were
few articles which were retailed at a
larger advance on the cost of manufac-
ture than beer and whiskey. He had
already stated reasons why he thought
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it impossible safely to augment the tax
on whiskey, and he might remind hon.
members that when ho first had to
levy taxes he levied them on
whiskey instead of on beer or
malt; but having, on grounds of
public policy, a strong aveision to dis-
turbing the existing Customs tariff,
he was necessarily confined to a large
degree to articles and taxes which ap-
proached to direct taxation. Malt was
one and tea was another of such
articles. His best attention, during the
recess, would be given to working out
those taxes, and, if ho should finu, on
examination and careful investigation
of the subject, that the evils spoken of
by hon. gentlemen did really exist or
were likely to accrue, then, no doubt,
it would be bis duty to consider the
matter very carefully and to call the
attention of the Government to any
error into which they might have
fallen. But ho must state that this
duty was not imposed without very
careful consideration, and it was not a
heavier duty than had been very fre-
quently imposed in England, where
beer was an article of vastly more
general consumption, approaching
more to the rank of a necessity than it
could be said to be here.

Mr. ROCHESTER: As to Germany.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I do not dis-
pute the accuracy of your statement as
to Germany.

Bill read the third time and passed on
a division.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIA-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

[BILL No. 122.]

(3fr. Mackenzie.)

SECOND READING.

Order for second reading read.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this Bill
required very little explanation. The
Government had adopted almost the
exact wording of the English Act,
which had the same object in view.
They had f ollowed literally that Act in
its general provisions. It would be
observed that they did not pretend to
do anything except to indemnify those

members who had sat in the House
under a bond fide belief that they were
qualified to sit. The Bill did not affect
the Statute at all, and ho hoped it would
meet with the general assent of the
flouse.

Mr . BOWELL : How about those
who have no bond fide belief ?

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD said
he regretted that lie could not make up
his mind to vote for the Bill. le could
quite understand that there might be
occasions when a Bill of Indemnity
might pass when some one had unwitt-
ingly committed a breach of the law,
in regard to which they had two or
three precedents in England. But this
Bill set aside the law of the land, and
provided that a person who sat in this
Ilouse wrongfully, if ho had a bond #ide
belief that he had a right to sit there,
should still retain his seat. The country
would say there was no use in Parlia-
ment passing laws to preserve the
independence or purity of Parlia-
ment, or to protect the people against
having improper representatives in
the House, persons who had forfeited
their seats, if this Bill were to pass. It
would be said " What is the use of pass-
ing laws of this kind, if the moment
persons are found to have violated the
laws they are i epealed ?" He tbought
it would greatly weaken the confidence
of the country in this House. There was
also an objection to passing a general
whitewashing Bill, as compared with
one for the relief of a person who was
proved to have unwittingly broke the
law and suffered hardship therefrom.
Cases brought before the louse, in
which the seat of a member was attack-
ed,were referred to a Special Committee
or to the Standing Committee on Privi-
loges and Elections, and,after the Com-
mittee had taken evidence and reported
that, in any particular case or in any
given number of cases, there was
a hardship inflicted, thon, and not
before, could this House interfore. By
the first clause of the Bill, if a person
was sued for the penalties under the
Independence of Parliament Act, and
it was proved that he had made him-
self liable to al] the penalties, the then
defence would be that he had acted
under a bond de belief that he con-
tinued to be qualified. How was that
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to be proved ? It could only be proved
by the person charged going into the
witness-box aind swearing that he so
believed.

Mr. SMIITHI (Westmoreland): The
second clause provides for that.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the second clause provided that he
ahould be a witness. Then, it
amounted to a man going and swear-
ng himself clear. . Such a measure

would weaken the moral sense of the
people of the country. It appeared to
him that the Bill had not been pre-
p ared with any degree of consideration.

nder the present law, any person
who chose could bring an action,
and actions had been brought;
and, indeed, a gentleman had called
him out of the louse to-day and hand-
ed him a writ in the name of a gentle-
man whom he had never heard of
before. That gentleman had a vested
right in him (Sir John A. Maedonald);
he had stock in him; the law had told
that gentleman that, if he chose to sue
him (Sir John A. Macdonald), and
prove the case, he had a right to get
a judgment. That gentleman trusted
in tbe law. But here was a Bill of
Indemnity, by which not only would
men be deprived of the right acquired
under the law, but, if it passed, no one
need trouble himself about penalties
hereafter, for no gentleman would be
patriotie enough to bring actions against
corrupt Members of Parliament at his
own expense. If a case was enquired
into, and it was shown before a Cmi-
mittee of the House that a party had
unwittingly brokei the law, there
might be reason for passing a Bill of
Indemniity ; but to pass a whitewash-
ing Bill of that kind would bo to make
Parlianeut the laughing stock of the
whole c intry.

Mr. CAMERON said the question of
vested rights involved a serious prin
ciplie: either those who had brought the
suits had a right to the mnmey or they
had not. If the present Act was to be
enforced, they had their rights; and if
previous legislation was bad in giving
rights to certain individuals, they were
now asked to take away those rights
without comp >ensation or consideration.
The House should not pass the Bill as
it now stood. The costs at present

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.

were not very serious, unless a man
went into the matter wholesale, as he
believed some persons had done, for
he had seen some two or three dozen
suits entered by one man. He had
previously seen legislation enacted
which took away vested rights, but
there was always a provision at least
to prevent any person being out of
pocket. In this Bill, however, there
was no provision even for the
class of unfortunate men who
were relying on the validity of
an Act of Parliament. Ie granted
that a penalty of $2,000 a day for every
day a member might sit or vote in the
liouse was preposterous, but it was the
law under which they had lived for
many years. And the law must have
been that a member of this
House was liable to the penalty if he
did so even innocently or only if ho did
so knowingly. He confessed there was
very great doubt as to what the proper
interpretation of the present law was
in that respect. But there must be a
right and a wrong interpretation of the
law, and it seemed to him that this law
would have been much more consistent
with the true principle upon which
legislation should proceed if it had de-
tined what the law was, and if there
were doubts removed ther, and then
provided that only in cases where the
lawv was wilfully violated should it
apply. This Bill seemed to assume
that the opposite interpretation was
correct. It had been very ably argued,
lie thought, in the other branch of
the Leg slature, that a iman was only to
be held liable when he erred knowingly
and wilfully.

Mr. MILLS: The case is different.

Mr. CAME RON said he was speaking
of no particular case, but only ot the
geneial principle of the law. As a
lawyer, he must say that he had very
great doubts whether under the exist-
ing law any knowledge of the act or
of the consequences was necessary to
make the person so acting subject to
the penalty; and he could not say his
doubts had been quite removed by
what had been said on the present
occasion. There was a clear distine-
tion between civil and criminal
proceedings. Where a man was
subject to be criminally convictod, the

1852 Independence of
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law implied that a knowledge of the
act was necessary to be proved-he did
not mean a knowledge of the law, but
ofallthefacts. But, in a civil case, the
law imputed knowledge. The present
class of cases, however, came between
the two. In another place, all those
cases in which it had been held that
knowledge was essential to constitute
the elements of the offence, were cases
in which a penalty was imposed, the
alternative being imprisonment ; they
consequently, being quasi criminal
cases. But, under the Independence of
Parliament Act, there was no imprison-
ment. If there were no goods or chat-
tels on which to collect the penalty,
there was an end of the matter. He
failed to see, therefore, that knowledge
was an essential element to make the
violators of the Act subject to the pen-
alty. The Bill also proceeded upon the
presumption that knowledge was
necessary to entitle the party inform-
ing to recover. The other alternative
was that, because a man was ignorant
of any law which he violated, there-
fore he was to be relieved of the
penalty imposed. That surely was not
a principle of law which the House
would sanction. The law presumed
that every man knew the law, and this
should be pre-eminently the case with
members of Parliament, who were law-
makers. He thought the Bill was far
too broad in its terms, and involved a
princip[e of a very grave character. It
also interfered with the vested rights,be-
cause recognized rights,of a certain class
of persons who might choose to put the
law into operation, but rights which he
was bound to say could not meet with
the sympathy and encouragement of
hon. members. Nevertheless, they had
these rights, and the House should be
careful to see how it was proposed to
take them away. Hon. members who
voted for the Bill stood in the position
of being liable to be taunted with
having white-washed their political
friends.

MÏr. IRVING said the principal objec-
tion of the right hon. member for King-
ston and the hon. member for Victoria
Was that the measure emanated from
the Government. The alleged infrac-
tions of the law were a surprise to the
House and to the country, and, instead
of making fish of some and flesh of

others, it would te better to treat all
alike, where there was no knowledge
of the Independence of Parlia ment Act
baving been broken. The Bill would
receive the approbation of the country.
If the two hon. members referred to
could not make up their ninds as to
the risks, how was it to be expected
that commercial men could do so. lion.
members seemed to forget that the
right hon. member for Kingston,
amongst others, had an Act of Indemn-
ity passed with reference to bis holding
an official position while a member of
Parliament.

Mr. MACDONALD (Toronto) said
he bad no difficulty in making up bis
mind on the Bill, no matter froma
whom it emanated. Hon. members
came to the House at a very inconven-
ient time to attend to the business of the
country, and also at much personal
sacrifice; and while he was absent
from his business house it was likely
one of bis clerks or agents might make
a sale to the Government which
would not only vitiate bis seat, but also
subject him to a very heavy fine. He
thought the Government would have
been culpable had they neglected to
bring in this Bill.

Mr. MITCHELL said bis name had
been personally associated with acts
,which had led to the introduction of
the Bill. It was said that he himself
was subject to the operation of the In-
dependence of Parliament Act. He
believed he had done nothing which
placed him in that position. Therefore
he could challenge any attacks which
might be made upon him, and he did it
with a thorough feeling that ho was
perfectly safe. The steps taken against
Mr. Speaker had been followed by a
close scrutiny not only of the Act but
of the Publie Accounts. The position
taken was a strained position. Most
of the members were the leading
commercial and professional men in
their several districts. The bon.
member for Restigouche had facilities
for carrying out public contracts, but
he would not enter into any, but gave
the use of his lighters and tug boats to
persons who did, and did not receive a
dollar benefit himself. He (Mr.
Mitchell) was charged with having
leased a building to the Government
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of Canada. le did it; he acknowledged
it. If that would unseat him he was
willing to go back to his constituents,
and own that njine years ago be leased
a building to the Government of Canada
for oficos for the Intercolonial Railway
staff, at Newcastle, one of the head
depots for the construction of the
work. For two months the staff used
the Court House. Then they were

given notice to quit; and, not being
able to get any building in town,
application vas made to him to rent
them one of his houses. le did it,
and signed an agreement for three
years. The building was occupied
until the present Government came
into ofiice, aid then, without any
notice, he was informed that the lease
had expired. Although great darnage
was done to the premises, he was only
allowed $200 for damages and lack of
notice, the rent being paid up to the
date to which the house was occupied.
He was presumably liable to a penalty
of $2000 a day, and two actions had
been brought against him, one for
$500,000 and the other for $300,000,
under the Independence of Parliament
Act. le detied those who were bring-
ing the suits. He had not violated the
Act, and lie was not afraid to go back
to his constituents. He had a right to
his seat in Parliament and to give free
expression to his opinions. He had
made that statement because misstate-
ments had been circulated throughout
the country in the Press in reference
to his position. It had been said that
lie had solicited gentlemen on the Min-
isterial benches not to press the claims
against him. He stood ready to resist
any attack which might be made upon
him. He was afraid of no one, and
was ready to meet any charge. In

justice, however, to gentlemen on the.
Government side of the House,he would
say this: that from the time of the first
attack being made on the seats of hon.
members, before he knew his own seat
was attacked, he expressed the opinion,
that it was an unjust thing to attack
the seats of hon. members who, from
circumstances beyond their control,
might have their seats impugned
because they had sold a claw-hammer
or a jackknife to a Department of the
Government. Ie disapproved of the
proceedings that had been taken, not

Mr. MITCHELL.

because his own seathad been impugned,
but because he did not believe hon.
members should be piaced at the mercy
of every scoundrel in Lower Town to
have writs issued against them, as had
been done. He approved of the policy,
from whichever side of the louse it
came, of taking measures wlioreby hon.
members would be relieved of responsi-
bility for acts done unintentionally and
in ignorance of the construction placed
on the Independence of Parliament
Act. He was ready to go before a Court
of Lawand lie delied any one to obtain
a conviction against him for a viola-
tion of that Act. le was, therefore,
perfectly free to express an indepen-
dent opinion, and that independent
opinion was that a measure should be
passed to relieve hon. members who
had, through inadvertence or ignor-
ance, violated the Act, from charges
brought against them by social pirates
who instituted the prosecutions in order
to make money. A dozen members of
the House had been served with writs
for from one-half to one million dollars,
and it was not right that they should
be made subject to annoyance, trouble
and expense, and even danger, during
nine or twelve months, in consequence
of a certain construction having been
placed on the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act. The feeling of justice en-
tertained by Parliament and the coun-
try would sanction and ratify the pro-
posed measure. He cared not for
party, but he wished for justice to be
donc.

Mr. ORTON said that, notwitlistand-
ing the statements which had been
made by political friends as well as
political foes, he thought the Bill, if
passed, would establish a precedent
which would be fraught with danger
to the country. They were familiar
with the great evils which had arisen
in the United States from the laxity
there of a just regard to the people's
rights. If that Bill were passed, the
only protection the public possessed
against a corrupt Government using
their partizan majority to override any
Act of Parliament would be removed.
He thought the Government might
have found other means for relieving
those lion. members who had uninten-
tionally offended against the Indepen-
dence of Parliament Act. If there was
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one thing Canadians were proud of
more than another it was the purity
of their legislative bodies; but, when
the people found that in the principal
legislative body of the country there
were hon. members who were every
day infringing one of the most
important safeguards, the example
thus established would be followed
by other legislative bodies, down to
municipal councils. When ignorance
of the inw was pleaded in this House,
lie was led to tlink there were very
few hon. members who were not aware
of the law that no employé of a nu'ui-
cipal couicil could hold a seat in that
council. But, if it were established
that a member of the House of Coma-
mons could not only sit and vote in
violation of the law, but that, when, in
the interest of the public, attention
was direeted to the fact, the Govern-
ment could bring down a whi te-washing
bill, the precedent would be a
dangerous one for the country. He
hoped the Bill would not be allowed to
pass. While entertaining a feeling of
regret for hon. members who had been
placed in an unfortunate position, and
one in which they had no intention to
place themselves, lie thought they
should suffer, rather than suclh a prim-
ciple should be established. He de-
sired also to call attention to the laxity
displayed by the Government in the
management of the Publie Works. If
instructions had been given to officials
that it was contrary to the Act to
make contracts with, or obtain sup-
plies from any firm, any member of
which was a member of the House,
many of those cases would have been
avoided.

Mr. BOWELL said that before the
question was put to the House he de-
sired to offer a few remarkshe being one
of those who occupied the enviable or
unenviable position of having had a writ
served upon him, whether by a whis-
key informer, a social pirate, as these
informers had been termed by the
hon. member for Hamilton, or some
one else he knew not. But holding the
opinion that lie occupied a position
somewhat, though not altogether, sim-
ilar in regard to his seat to that of
some other hon. members who had been
served with writs, ho was not afraid to
go into Court and contest the question

with the so-called " whiskey informer"
or "social pirate." If the truth wore
known, those " whiskey infbrmers "
or ' social pirates " were not so much
to blame as gentlemen who held high
positions in the Governmeînt of this
country, who threatened members on
this side of the House with what they
would or would not do if they dared to
act in the manner which they thought
was in the interests of th ecountry in
exposing the hypocrisy of the promises
of the Government as exhibited during
the past three or four years. The
Hlouse would be surprised at the re-
marks of the hon. mem ber fIor Hiamil-
ton (Mr. Irving). That hon, gcentle-
man was not satisfied with giving his
opinion in reference to the
reasons which actuated the Op-
position in the course they pro-
posed to take on this question, but
stated it was quite sufficient for the
Opposition to know that the Govern-
ment proposed a measure to vote
against it. Perhaps it -would have
been much more truc if the hon. gen-
tleman had said it was suffieient reason
for him to vote for any measure, no
matter what its character, that it was
proposed by the Government. The
hon. meniber for HIamilton went
further, and said it was well such an
Act should be passed in order to pre-
vent the case being sent to the Com-
mittee of Privileges and Elections
which might make fish of one and flesh
of another. That imputation on the
Committee certainly should not come
from its chairman. He (Mr. Bowell)
could not conceive it possible that hon.
members composing that Committee
were not prepared, on all occasions, to
decide every question coming before
them on its merits and the law which
governed the case. But the hon.
member for Hamilton (Mr. Irving)
perhaps knew better the course the
majority of the Commi ttee in tended to
pursue than other hon. meimbers.
This action, according to his own
statement, depended largely upon the
political complection of the gentlemen
brought before the Committee and
what the causes to be adjudicated upon
were. That hon. member, in answer
to a remark made by the hon. member
for Victoria (Mr. Cameron) had said
"l he blushed for his profession." An
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interei(-1ng subject for exhibition at
the iext Paris Exhibition would be a
photograph of the lion. gent leman, who
was a lawyer, blushing when speak-
ing of the costs imposed upon a client.
The hon. member for Victoria suggest-
ed that the hon. member for Hamilton
blushed because the amount of fees
was ro snall; probably that was the
case, as it would be more in accord
with bis feclings. lie (Mr. Bowell)
was not a littie amused at the hon.
member's remarks in extenuation when
the hon. the Premier sent over to him
the Act passed in 1868. Every hon.
gentleman who had read the law must
know that the two cases were not at
all analagous. When a new Govern-
ment under Confederation bad to be
formed, there was no provision in the
then Independence of Parliament Act,
which afterwards exempted certain
executive officers, created on the form-
ation of the new Government, from the
penalties of the law. It was true the
Attorney-General for Upper Canada
and the Attorney-General for Lower
Canada were exempt from those penal-
ties, but there was no exemption of the
hon. the Minister of Justice, who occu-
pied the same position as an Attorney-
General for the whole Dominion. The
hon. member for Hamilton, when ho
made that illustration, must have
known that he was deceiving hon.
members who did not know the facts.
The hon. member for Centre Toronto
should be commiserated with under
the circumstances. That hon. gentle-
man had shown himself to be a martyr
in leaving bis business and coming to
the capital to legislate for the country
at great inconvenience to himself and
at the risk of his health. It was true,
though strange, that scarcely would
the dissolution of Parliament have
taken place before hon. gentlemen
who had been sacrificing themselves
and injuring their bealth in
the country's service, would be
occupying their whole time in endea-
vouring to secure again their return to
Parliament, to sacrifice themselves
again. Because, forsooth, hon. gentle-
men did that, they must be released
from the operation of the law, which
provided certain penalties in case they
violated it, was an argument the force
of which he was not prepared to admit.

.Mr. BOWELL.

He believed none of the I social
pirates" would have endeavoured to
prey upon the members of the House
by serving writs, had they not been
instigated to go to certain lawyers, to
sue oul. writs with which to frighten
hon. members on the Opposition
benches, from doing what they believed
was their duty. In his own case he
had the honour of being served with a
writ, endorsed with the name of the
attorney, lawyer or agent of the hon.
the Minister of Justice. Whether it
was the action of the Government he
neither knew nor cared. He knew it
was intimated to him by an hon. Minis-
ter that ho (Mr. Bowell) would have
an opporlunity of defending his right
to sit in the House. The hon. gentle-
man must have known when he gave
that intimation and made the threat,
that he was either instituting
it or was acting on behalf
of those who were instituting it. He
believed the same hon. gentleman had
told the leader of thA Opposition that,
if certain steps were taken against cer-
tain hon. members, his seat would be-
attacked. If the hon. member would
visit the Library, and read a little
more of the parliamentary history of,
and parliamentary practice in, Eng-
land, he would flnd it was considered,
a very serions breach of the privileges
of the House to attempt to threaten
any member for either doing an act
or leaving undone that which he con-
ceived it his duty to do. In these days,
however, Ministers of the Crown occu-
pying high social and executive posi-
tions, thought that, because they were
supported by a large majority, they
could use any amount of threats they
pleased with impunity, and perhaps
they could do so as far as their own
action was concerned. His (Mr.
Bowell's) own conviction was that the
issue of writs against members of the
Opposition, against whom there was no
real cause of action, was instigated by
Ministers themselves for the purpose
of endeavouring to frighten those
served with them into voting for the
present Bill to whitewash some of their
own friends. He was not prepared to
record his vote in favour of the mea
sure. If the hon. memberwho had the
papers in bis desk desired to test his
(Mr. Bowell's) right to sit in the flouse
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and thought pr*per to formulate the
charges, he would be quite prepared to
meot him, and those who had insti-
gated him, and lie was also quite pre-
pared, though it might be at somek0
inconvenience, to test the. rights of
Levi Cane, the complainant in his case,
to collect the penalty, and ho chal-
lenged the Minster of the Interior and
those whowere acting for him to proceed
as soon as they pleased, and test the
question and he would meet them.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton): A
hurricane.

Mr. BOWELL said that what was
done did not create a hurricane on the
Opposition benches; but the hon. gen-
tteman from the sea-board kiew
pretty well what this Bill meant, and
its objects, as the hon. gentleman
might also have an opportunity yet of
testing his right to sit in the House.
Ie would vote without the slightest

hesitation against this whitewashing
Bill. The fact of his having been
served with a writ was not going to
prevent him-nor any threats that the
Minister of the Interior or any one else
in the future might think proper to
hurl at him, would prevent him from
doing what he believed to be correct and
proper.

Mr. BLAIN said he thought it would
be a very great pity if the hon. mem-
ber for North Hastings was not taken
at his word, and excepted from
the operation of the Bill, for othorwise
an injustice would be done to the hon.
gentleman, who it was quite clear had
buckled on his armour for the fight.
He hoped that some hon. gentleman
would move an amendment in this
sense. The hon. gentleman felt cer-
tain that the Bill would be carried,
shielding himself, and this accounted
for the position the bon. gentleman
had taken. He was exceedingly
amazed-if it were possible to be
anazed, after having had a seat in the
House for six years-in observing the
course taken by the right hon. the
member for Kingston who knew that,
over and over again, Legislatures had
to resort to Bills of this character. The
fact of it being agreed that the law was
in a state of uncertainty-and who
Would deny it-was one of the
strongest reasons in favour of the Bill.
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When hon. gentlemen who held
prominenit positions at the Bar of this
country told thom that even now they
were not preparod to say what the law
was, and when a Conmittee of the
House had sat from day to day con-
sidering the subject, and yet the mem-
bers of it were not prepared to state
what construction should be put
on the Statute, he thought it the
most natural thing in the world, that
they should come to tho rescue of
these menwho,under no circuistances,
could have known that they wore sit-
ting in the House contrary to the
terms of the Act. Members instoad
of beiig censured should rather be
praised for their generosity in boing
wiIling to take the responsibility of
voting for this Bill, which violated no
principle of legislation. Resort was
had to such measures over and over
again. Bills of indemnity wore num-
bered by the score ; and if over a fair
case for indemnity was presented this
was one, siice it was stated that
between thirty and forty members had
inadvertently violated the letter of the
law. Were thoy, under these circum-
stances, to allow these writs to go on,
and permit men who had served the
country to be prosecuted under the
provisions of the Independence of
Parliament Act ? The cases re-
ferred to as far as ho could
remember and, recognized as stand-
ing cases for fifteen years back,
were, in his opinion, sufficiently strong
to exonerate every member of the
House. So far as he had been able to
ascertain the facts alleged, if they did
not pass some such Bill, the law would
be brought into contenpt. It was
their duty to place rational laws on the
Statute-book; and, if this law was cor-
rectly construed by many of the first
legal minds in this country, they should
nbt only pass this Bill but go beyond
it, and pass a Bill interpreting the
meaning of the law, which was now
misunderstood by nearly everybody.
The proposition before the House was
a fair one. If the law were carried out
to the letter, a member durst not take
a $5.00 bill out of his pocket lest ho
might find it to be a contract on the
part of the Government to pay him
gold for it. Constructions so perfectly
absurd should never be put on
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the Act; this Bill was merely
intended to relieve those who
had innocently violated the law, and it
was the duty of every member to vote
for it. He, for one, would do so with
pleasure.

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said he was
one whose name had been bruited
through the country as having in-
fringed upon the Independence of Par-
liament Act. This statement had
appeared in the Globe, and in a news-
paper published in South Leeds, which
announced that there would likely be
a new clect:on in the constituency. It
was not a very pleasant matter to have
writs served for large sums upon one,
and to have them hanging over one's
head for a whole lifetime. The Inde-
pendence of Parliament Act was a
nost extraordinary Act. He was very

much surprised that, when it was in-
troduced by Robert Baldwin in 1843,
it was not made to correspond exactly
with the English Act, for the words
" knowingly and wilfully," which
appeared in the English Act,
were omitted. The law was
very stringent as it stood, and particu-
larly so for a new country like this.
The words he had mentioned should
certainly be inserted. He did not ac-
knowledge in any way that he had
contravened the Independence of Par-
liament Act, and ho did not intend, by
any vote he would give that night, to
acknowledge that he had done so in
any way or shape; therefore he would
vote against the Bill.

Mr. HIGINBOTHAM said that, ai-
though this subject, properly speaking,
should be eonsidered from a legal point
of view, yet, as a business man, he wish-
ed to state his views on the subject.
He was a little surprised at the remarks
of the hon. member for Centre Welling-
ton who should not forget that in 1875
he occupied just about the same position
that certain other hon. members now
occupied ; and, if it had been necessary
at that time to introduce a Bill to have
allowed the hon. gentleman to retain
his seat, no objection would have
been taken to it from that side
of the House. He thought his hon.
friend should have exercised a little
more charity in this regard. On March
8th, 1875, the Committee on Privileges

Mr. BLAM.

and Elections had presented a report
in which it was stated:

"The Cominittee instructed by the House
to consider and report on the proper course to
he pursued as to the case of Mr. Orton, memaber
elect for the Electoral District of Centre Wel-
lington, having sat and voted in your Honour-
able House during the present dession without
having qualified hiasself to ait and vote by
taking and subscribing the oath prescribed in
the 128th Section of the British North America
Act, 1867, report as follows :-

" The 128th Section of the British America
Act of 1867, enacts that any member of the
House of Commons of Canada, shall, before
taking his seat therein, take and snbscribe the
Oath ot Allegiance contained in 5th Schedule
to that Act, but no direct forfeiture or penalty
is provided by this Act for the omission ; and

" The Act for the independence of members
of Parliament, 31st Victoria, chapter 25, while
it makes provisions for disqualifications, for-
feiture of seats and payment of penalties by
members in certain cases, makes no provision
for such a case as this ;

"Your Committee are, therefore, of opinion
that the seat of Mr. Orton, the member for
Centre Wellington, is not affected by his hav-
ing sat and voted in your Honourable House
before he took the oath provided as aforesaid ;

" Your Committee is further of opinion that
the votes of Mr. Orton before he took the pres-
cribed oath, should be struck out of the Divi-
sion List and Journals of your Honourable
House, as lie had no right to sit and vote until
he had taken that oath."

It was well understood at the time
that, if it had been necessary to pass
an Act to relieve the hon. gentleman
from the penalty of $2,000 a day, no
objection would have been taken to it
from that side of the House. The hon.
member forNorthHastings(Mr.Bowell)
had had a fling at the Government
bouches, and had stated what he (Mr.
Higinbotham) would be very sorry to
believe to be true : that the informers
in these cases were not so much to
blame as those who sat on the Minis-
terial benches, having been urged to
issue the writs by the hon. gentlemen
who occupied the Treasury benches.
He did not believe that this was true.

Mr. BOWELL: I do-and that is
the diflerence between us.

Mr. HIGINBOTHiAM said he
would ask the hon. gentleman who
issued the writ against Capt. Norris.
They knew that this came from a high
source in Toronto. Several writs had
been issued-he would not say by
whom-but they had not come from
that side of the House at any rate. He
believed that a writ had been issued
against the Minister of Customs, and
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he would like to know who issued if.
The hon. member for North Hastings
(Mr. Bowelly had'shown- himself par-
ticularly brave, but he did not beheve
that there was the slightest necessityfor
exhibition. No attempt had been made
to show--or if it had, it had been unsue-
cessful-that anymember against whom
such a charge had been made had
known that he was really doing wrong
in occupying a seat in the House. He
knew that the Bill would commend
itself to the general publie And business
men outside of the legal fraternity,
and no vote of his on record he would
regard with more confidence or be bet-
ter prepared to explain to his constit-
uents than the one ho intended in the
performance ofhis duty to cast in favour
of the Bill.

Mr. ORTON said that he had rot
implied that ho was opposed to reliev-
ing those gentlemen who were unwit-
tingly involved in this matter; but ho
believed that the Government should
relieve them without taking away the
privileges of the public, by making the
penalty merely nominal.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said it seemed
to him that they were placed in a very
peculiar position. When laws were
broken, ail hon. members expected that
the violators of the law would be
brought to justice. They were bound
by the law, and such was the position
in which they foundthemselves. Law-
makers should not be law-breakers.
He who had entered into these con-
tracts and performed this work was
not one whit more responsible than the
Government which was a party to the
transaction; both were involved in it.
It was the duty of the Government to
have considered what they were about
before they had given out these con-
tracts, or involved those in them who
knew nothing about the transactions.
They knew how necessary it was to
purge Parliament of any influence
brought to bear by the Government on
any member of the House. The
Government had the patronage
of the House and country to
distribute, and they knew how
dangerous it was to leave that patron-
age in the hands of the Government,
who might. by means of it, influence
members to act in a manner not, per-
haps, in accordance with the feelings
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of their constituents. This was the
fundamental principle on which the
Independence of Parliament Act was
based. They should be aware how they
made precedents which would last till
the end of time. Hon. members
ought to be clear and free from any
entanglement with influences which
the Government Taight bring to bear
upon them. A great principle was at
stake. -They should not forget the
duty which they owed to the people
of this country. While it might ho felt
that, the action of the law was harsh,
and while they might wish to relievo
the hon. gentlemen in question--and
no one could desire to do so more than
himself-yet he would not like to in-
fringe upon a great principle. They
were asked to say:

"1. Any person who has, at any time since
the passing of the said Act, been elected a
membet of the House of Commons, and who,
acting under the bond fide belief that he was
or continued to be qualified and capable of
sitting or voting as a member thereof, has sat
or voted therein, shall be and is hereby
indemnified, exonerated, freed and discharged
from all pecuniary penalties or forfeitures
whatsoever (if any) which may have been
incurred by him by reason of haing so sat or
voted at any time up to the end of the present
Session of Parliament."

Who- was to say whether an hon.
member acted with bona fdes, except
that hon. member ? Ever since ho
could remember, he had heard that no
member of Parliament should have
transactions with the Government
to the extent of a single dollar. He
did not believe there was a single man
ignorant of those principles, and that
being the case, while he regretted that
any hon. member was placed in that po-
sition, he felt justified in voting against
the Bill. If they allowed the indepen-
dence of Parliament to be infringed,
and if they took the ground that mem-
bers of this House, who ought to know
what the law was, were to be excused,
the resuit would be disastrous, and
there was no knowing where the
thing would end. Se did not believe
that the common sense of the country
looked in that direction, and, although
he regretted that those cases had oc-
curred, and he would do everything
he could to relieve the hon. members
concerned, yet he must support atiy
measure which was calculated to con-
serve the independence of Parliament.
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Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) said
if the hon. member had learned whe
be was a boy that no member of Pai
liament should receive any Govern
ment patronage, he would never forge
it. But that hon. gentleman was
member of a Government which occa
sionally gave emoluments to certaii
members of Parliament; the hon. gen
tieman was an ardent supporter of th
Administration which employed Col
Gray. On an occasion of this kind bot]
sides should have sonme degree of sym
pathy for persons who unwittingl:
subjected themselves to the penaltie
ofthe law inthisregard; but he thoughi
that the moR concerned had nothing to
complain of. If the House allowed
those men to gain money in this way
it woqld be putting a premium on i
practice which ought not to be tolor
ated.

Mr. WALLACE (Norfolk) said he
was one who had been served with a
writ, but he thought that none of the
hon. members who had offended in this
particular intended to violate either the
spirit or the letter of the law. The
money penalty, ho thought, was alto.
gether too great. He would vote for
this Bil, but ho considered the serving
pf a writ on himself an absurdity; and
he regretted to be in the position in
which it might be said that he was
voting to relieve himself from any re-
sponsi ality. Still, in his opinion, hon.
members had unwittingly contravened
the law, and ho felt he would be doing
an injustice to them if he did not sup-
port this measure.

Mr. MTTTS said the hon. member
for Kingston (Sir John A. Macdonald)
had declared that this measure was an
unprecedented one-that no such le-
gislation had ever before been at-
tempted in Canada. He thought the
hon. gentleman was mistaken in that
particular, for he himsqlf introduced a

ill to exempt Sir George Cartier for
having accepted a certain position ;
and the hon. gentleman adopted
similar measures to exempt other
members of this House who were re-
ceiving monoy from the Government
for various services. A few years ago,
an hon. member, still in the House, sub-
jected himself to the penalties of the

Mr. POPE.

I, faw by holding a seat in the local Par-
n liament of Prince Edward Island
- while ho was a member of this House,
à- and a Bill was introdueed to exempt
t that hon. member. It was evident
a from those instances that the principle
- was not a new one. This Bill was to
ii exempt hon, gentlemen from penalties
L- to which they wero subjected under
e the law. If the parties wexe not sub-

ject to the provisions of the law, there
i would ho no necessity for the measure.
- When the writ was served on Mr-.
7 Norris, late member foir Linicoln, the
s Mail had an article in whieh it was

Éclaiined thet it was a just and legal
)proceeding; but, w-hon hon. membors

1 on that side -of the flouse moved
against miembers of- the OppDosition,

tthe tune was changed; when lhe other
-ox was gored, it w-as an entix-ely differ-

ent thing. The Speaker was attacked
w-hen hoe had flot an opportunxty to
say a word in defence; and ho (Mx-.
Milis.) told the hon inember for
Kingston thon that ho must ex-
pect his own side to ho attacked.

iThon ho informed the hon, gentleman
that it w-as his intention to move
against him. The motion w-as not
immediately made, and the right hon.
gentlemen complained *that he did not
receive notice. The hon. membor re-
ferred to said hoe would not nove

against the x-ight hon. member for
Kinston. if no motions were made
against the Governmont side of the
flouse. It w-as not a fact that nom-
bers to the right of the Speaker took
the initiative in this, matter. If hon.
mombers on bis side of the Iflouse saw
their friends attacked and did not at-
tack hon. gentlemen opposite on the
samie grounds, they would be unworthy
of sitting there. -They repx-esentod a
party that, at ail events, was not want-
ing in courage, and thoy would not
see their friends attacked unfairly and
impropex-Iy without attacking in re-
turn. Hie gave the right hou. gentle-
man the notice not by way of a threat
-for ho wouid not prosume to, threaten
him-hut ho merely inforined the
right hon. gentleman that ho w-onld ho

trocee ded against in this respect. Rie
opdhon.-gentlemen wore sa.tisfied

with the oxplanations ho had given.

Mr-. BOWIELL: Speak the truth.

1Wð lndependence of
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Mr.-MILLS,said he .aver prevari-
cated there or e1sewhe~re. He could
apþeal1 to those who had associatod
with him, whether his friends or politi-
cal oppnets, iWhether hedid not
seakêe truth always, and ho dd in
tis cs.

Mr. BOW»L1 No, you don't.
*r. MILLS said hé thought the

measure a prope one under the cir-
cumstancos. The seat of hon. gentle-
men were' attacked for acts that liad
been notoriously permitted to pass
with impunity ever since-Confederar
tion, and, if a new rule and a new prin
ciple was to be laid down, at all eveftts
one that had not hitherto been sup-'
posed to be binding upon members, it
was only fair to the House thaý for
this Session at all events, there should
be a relief from the penalties.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said ho
considered the communication of the
hon. the Minister of the Interior as de-
cided a threat as over was offored him,
and as G breach. of the privileges of
this vouse. He eo felt the iunsult
offered him that he at first thought of
bringing the matterup before theffouse,
but, after consult ation with some of hie
friends, he determined not to do so.
The hon. Miinister met him in one of
the halls outside, and said': " I under-
stand sorne of your frionds are going
to ihove againt some gentlemnen on'
our side." He (Sir John A. Macdon-
ald) said: "It may be so." " Well,
then," said the hon. gentleman, "Igive
you notice that, unless your friends'
stop theiremotions .against our side, we
will attaek your seat." That was a
distinct threat

Mr. DYMOND said, in justice to the
hon. the Minister of the Interior, ho
felt it hie duty to state, in the first
place, that he had facts placed. before

im which he: Intended to formulaté
and bring before the House, constitunt
ing a charge of a breach of the Inde-
péndence of Parliament Act against the
right hon. membér for Kingston. fe,
comtmunicated the fact to the hon. the
Minister -f the Interior thât morning.
Ie toldhim at the same tima, just as

the hon. Miniter had stated, that h
did -ot fee lt alf disposdto givé aný
beouraneàt fo ssàait of te kind,

bhithetho eleved hé had evidoe of

a most flagrant breach of the law on
the part of the right hon. gentleman,
and that be was not going to allow him
to escape if gentlemen où the Governi-
ment side of the lousé were attaoko
fHe was not, nor had he eer been, on
such terms wit thë righliton. gentle-
man as wôuld justify h ajpioaehing
him -Ipersonally on thé suNeot. e
had nover spoken tolthe, right hon.
gentleman ezcept across the floor'of
the House.. fe !wag, peihaps, the only
member of thi fouse -who had not
been introduced to the rigit hon. gen-
tieMani and Le did not thihk, under
thôse ciruYnstances, thit it would be
becalnintg on hie partt io aßproseh him
witif a eommànnidatio f ws kina
verbally. At the sinte -tirne, until
ho ivaS assurede tikli jbes hos-
tilities were to continue,' he did
not think it proper or wisp to address
tbd right hon. géntlmoran in writing,
a.nd thus give him forrna notice. Hà
did not know exactly ihat fi ssed e-
tween the right' hon. geùtIenian and
the lion. thexiiiéter of the Interiori
but h wais s8irè n inteition 9 iisted ot
the part ofhtneric rofhiinslf thèt"
anything should "bsa !h e natur
of threa;t. They reghd. the right
hon. gentleman as the leader of a party,
an4 one who no doubt hae great influ-
enee among his frionds ai to the course
threy generally pursued, and they
desired to lot him know that he, witli
others, would be placed on the list of
accused persons, in order that he might
take the whole situation into account,
and pursue such a course asin his judg-
ment eeomed best. Ktowhig that the
Minister of the Interior Wäs7on-speak-
ing terms with the right hon. gentle-
man, he asked him to be the mèans of
communication:

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: And
as to Mr. REochester, as w914 I sup-
pose ?

Mr. SMITH (Sellirk) said ho w
sorry to se party freiing öarried
such an extent 'this Sessiot tatery
bëdy rust be ashamed of i. Àltiho
irregularities had amerioööritd
both sides, thé présgnt ë 1eè1ig wà"
gr.etly owing to tI ètio aikon
th* Conservátivê Paîtv-thos# wli
p-ofesed toe h oneervstvé eit onhl

f thé righta and - priilee of tIà
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members of the House, but of the]
people at large. And yet this Con-
servative Party desired that Mr.
Speaker should. be punishod without
his being heard in bis own defence.

Mr. BOWELL: No suh thing.
Mr. SMITH: It was known before

hand that that case was- to be brought
up, and no doubt a feeling of great
bitterness was engendered accordingly.
People of not very macli character
were issuinir writs to the modest sum.
of $500,000 and costs, as in his own
case. It had come to bis knowledge,
and ho believed it was pretty generally
known in the House, that a member
of the Huse had been directly instru-
mental in serving a writ upon him.
That was the only case of the kind.

Several HON. MEMBERS: Name.
Mr. SMITH: It was hardly worth

while naming him. He believed it
would be acknowledged on both sides
of the House, and ho trusted it was
the case, that of 206 members of this
louse, only one member was found
capable of doing so, although it could
not possibly affect himself.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he wished to
make a personal statement, having had
a writ served upon him for a large
amount. If an'y inducement were
necessary to make him vote for the
Bill, it would not be bis own case. It
was stated in the St. John Telegraph
that the hon. member for Arthabaska
(Mr. Laurier) intended to proceed
against him and the hon. member for
Cumberland tMr. Tupper.) He begged
now to say before the House and coun-
try that ho knew no such charge which
could ho made against him (Mr. Dom-
ville). He disclaimed having had any
contract with this Govdrnnent. He
had, however, a contract in bis own
name with the late Government, in
1872, before ho entered Parliament,
and bofore he anticipated coming into
Parliament. If ho had in any way
placed bis seat in jeopardy, he distinctly
wished to state, as it was, perhaps, his
last opportunity, that ho hoped the
hon. member who was proceeding
against him ·would bring the case on
without delay, and ho piedged himsolf
that, if any charge could be brought
against him, in which his legal adviser,

Mr. SIT.

or his triends in- whom ho placed con-
fidence, considered he had committed a
breach of the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act, he would vacate bis seat,
and do it at once. He did not hide
himself behind the plea that ho did not
know the law. He was fully aware
yhte à wae. He had known it

'for soio years, and ho knew it to-day;
and, if ho had violated that law,
intentionally or unintentior.ally, he
would go back to bis constituents.

Mr. BERI "rM said ho fully expect-
cd that thBllUwould pass the House
unanimously. He did not think it
could be considered a party measure,
but ho would suggest, now, that, as the
Bill had created so much opposition,
the Government should withdraw it.

Mr. RYAN said the hon. member for
Selkirk (Mr. Smith) had said what was
almost equivalent to the statement
that the hon. member for Lisgar (Mr.
Schultz), who was not now in his place,
had served a writ upon the hon. mem-
ber in his own name. As he (Mr.
Ryan) knew something of the circum-
stances connected with the case, ho
thought it was only right and due to
bis hon. friend from Lisgar, in bis ab-
sence,that ho should make them known.
He had the honour of being on very
good personal terms with bis hon. friend
from~fLisgar, although they happened
to hold different political opinions,
and he thought it was only right that
ho should do the justice to that hon.
gentleman which he believed ho would
do to him. A couple of days before
the hon. member for Provencher (Mr.
Bannatyne) was served with a writ,
the bon. member for Lisgar came to
him in the smoking room and told him
ho had information that the bon. mem-
bers for Provencher and Selkirk had
instigated the issue of a writ against
him (Mr. Schultz). He (Mr. Ryan)
expressed bis surprise and regret,
as ho did not believe that any
momber from Manitoba would be
guilty of such intolerable meanness.
Hie asked him if the information was
correct, and the hon. member said he
believed it was, and that the writ
would be served upon him the follow-
ing day. And he was served with a
writ the following. day. The hon.
member, at the stie time, saidi, if he

1862 .Independence of
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found that the information given him denied.they wure culpable in the oyes
was correct, ho would retaliate, and of the law of giving contracts, though
would issue writs against the hon. they were in the eyes of the commun-
members for Selkirk and Provencher ity-and that was s vicious principle,
in his own name. le (Mr. Ryan) and the chiefelement and source of the
knew nothing about the tacts of the wron and if it was possible that the
case, and hoped that the hon. members Goverment might influence individ.
for Selkirk and Provencher had not uais by giving them contracta, and if
éansed the issue of the writ. He the principle was once eïtablished that
Inerely, in the absence of his friend, the Govornment could introduee and
gave this explanation of his conduct, carry a Bill te whitewash their fél-
and, if it was true that the hon. mem- low-sinners, then tho law for the Inde-
bers for Selkirk and Provoncher had pendence of Parliament would be com-
instigated the issue of the writ, ho letely violated. Ho was certain the
thought the hon. member for Lisgar Bih would net meot the approval of
was perfectly justified in causing the the people at large. le rcgretted that
issue of the writs against them; and a masure had net been introduced to
ho thought it was much more manly amend the law, which was wrong in
to do so in his own name than in the ts details and utterly disprepertionate
name of a third party. in ita provisions, as a man who receivod

Mr. SMITII (Selkirk) disclaimed all $ might ho punished to the same ex-
participation in the issue of a writ tent as one who received $50,00). This
against the hon. momber for Lisgar Bil, however, proposed to rolieve an

(Mr.Schltz)aItou~hho ad hardoffender on the ground of ignorance,
(Mr. Schultz) although he had heard l
it mentione i that the hon. member a in to i t furnh a
was te be served with a writ.teptinocmitpju. ewas o b seved itha wit.ceuld flot vote for the Bill in its present

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) said sha
that those hon. members who had RYMAL said that, whon he
been charged with violation of the heaid that sucb a Bil as that undor
law, but had protested their innocence, discussion was about te be introduced,
could have their sincerity tested by ho understood that hon. gentlemen on
availing themselves of the second sec- both aides of the Lousc had concurred
tion of the Act, which was as follows: in the opinion that it was a vcry pro-

" This Act may be pleaded as a bar and dis- per thing to do; ho had, inded, heard
charge to any action, suit or proceeding pend- that hon. gentlemen opposite had said
ing or which may be brought against any they would support a measure of that
such person, for any such pecuniary penalty kind. le bolieved he was justified in
orforfeiture as aforesaid."

When this House met at its next thinking they did so. But now, whon
Session, they would be able to see the objeet was about te be accomplished,
whether those hon. gentlemen had for the purpose 0fmaking a litt!o poli.
availed themelves of the provision of tical capital, they became very pure,
the measure which they now declare and attacked the Gove nment and its

theywereabou tevoteagaist. frienda for resorting te the whitewash-they were about to vote against.he was aware,
Mr. FLESIER said ho fulJy recog- gentemen on both sides of the fouse

nised the responsibility which rested were charged with whitewashing their
upon the Government to meet a diffi- frionds. Lot them take a couple of
culty of the kind which had occurred. thom. The llrst, ho believed, was
But it seemed to him that the Bill was Captain Norria. Did any hon. mem-
predicated on an error and was vicious ber believe that that gentleman had
in principle. It assumed that every ontered into a centract with the Gev-
one who had transgressed had done so ernmont by Which ho thouglt ho was
unknowingly. He could readily under- vacatinghisseat? ledidnetbeliove
stand that some principle should ho any be on. member thouglt se. What
applied to future Sessions, unless the followed? The whiskey informer,
measure was made to apply only to the the social pirate endeavoured te collect
past, as it was, according to the third the penalties mentioned in the Act
section. Supposing the Government frhm Captain Norris. Thon therewas
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another case-that of bi4 hop. friend
from Ottawa (Mr. Currier), who let
the Government have some lumber at
a time when, as he understood it, some
of the bulkheads about the slides At
Ottawa were likely to be carried away
by the freshets. Ife presuged that
gentleman had done a favour to the
Government and a public servi e in
letting them have the lumber. Was
there any corrupt act in that ? He under-
stood, however, that Mr. Currier had
been sued for the penalties. Now, was
it reasonable, was it common sense,
fair play or justice, that those men
should be made the victims of whiiskey
informers or social pirates ? He be-
lieved that Parliament should be just
as pure as possible, but le did not be-
lieve that men who, unwittingly of
without any corrupt intent, had en-
tered into contracts or performed work
for the Government, should be liable
to be prosecuted for such vast sums.
He presumed ho was one of the iew
against whom a charge would not lie
of having been implicated in any con-
tract with the Government. He might
have been implicated, however. A
gentleman was sent into his neigh.
bourhood to purchase horses for the
Mounted Police Force. He opened an
office in the city of Hamilton. Forta-
nately, or unfortunately, for him (Mr.
Bymal), ho had no horses to sell, but
he presumed that, if that gentleman
had bouglt one from him for $80 or
$100, for which ho would have given

alue,he would have been in a nice mess.
Let them exercise a little common
sense, let them do to others as they
Would liko others to do unto them, and
let them not for a little cheap political
capital keep a couple of their colleagues,
who were, ho believed, as innocent as
a'child unborn, on the rack, liable to
be followed by whiskey informers and
gocial pirates. He admired the
M anner in which one bon. gentleman
4uad defied his foe, but ho faudied that,
wJ'en the time came, that hon. iaember
'ould sereen himself beliind the enUct-
luent he so mucli objected to now,
Ue would make a eugstdiq,' whi>;

Uold, perhaps, mee tdk esse.l QoQU
tere not be a rider a .ppend4d, bh
tuýbion, to this effct :-" lycwp
igerthelesu, that we, thq ag@mgp-
tPCd.ngstBers of th 4 r at

Mr. RTE".

our own reuest, e.¥empted fom t4o
operation of tis Bill." H1e fapc
that, if such an opportunity were givç%
thore would be a rush of members to
affix theiisignatures. lis imaginatioüu
pictured the hou. member for Nogrtâi
Hastings (Mr. BoweIl) running up to
the paper saylTlg: "I write a pretty
fair hand, and I will put iuy narpA tg
that." lie appealed to the lIoiue to
act as sensible and fair men in dealiag
with the subject.

Question put, and motion agreecl tg,
on the following Division:-

TCAS:

Messieurs
Archibald Laflamme
Aylmer Lajoie
Bechard Landerkin
Bernier Laurier
Biggar Macdonald (Centre
Blain Toronto)
Bolduc McDonald(CapeBreton)
Borron Macdougall (E. Elpin)
Bowman McDougall (S. Rentrow>
Brooks MacKay (Cape Breto)
Brown McKay (Colchester)
Buell Mackenzie
Burpee (Sunbury) McCraney
Carmichael MeIntyre
Cartwright McLeod
Casey McNab
Canchon Metcalfe
Cheval Mills
Christie Mitchell
Church Paterson
Coffin Perry
Cook Pickard
DeCosmos Power
Delorme Ray
De St. Georges Richard
Dymond Robillard
Ferris Rois (East Durham)
Fiset Rous (Prince Edward)
Fleming Ryan
Flynn Rymal
Forbes Scatcherd
Fréchette Scriver
Galbraith Shibley
Gibson Sinclair
Gill Smith (Peel)
Gillmor Smith (Selkirk)
Goudge Smith (Westmoreland)
Greenway Saider
Guthrie Taschereau
Hagar Thompson (Cariboo)
Hall Thompson (Haidimn4à
Higinbotham Thomson (Well4ad)'
Hfolton Trow
HR16ton Vail
Unntington Wallace (Albert)
Irving Wallace (. Norfolk),
Ke'ré White (North
killiam Wod
Eirk rYougt-97.

MesÊurs
Jnés (Sont* Leeds
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t Little
Macdonald (Kingston)

àeron laénillan
Caron McQuade
cinon xasson
Costigan Nontelth

ouai Montplaisir
Cuthbert Mousseau
Daoust Orton
Dewdney Pettes
Domyile Pinsonneaalt
Donalue riatt
Farrow Plumb
Plesher Pope (Compton)
Freer Robinson
Gaudet Robitaille
Gibbs (North Ontario) Rouleau
Gibbs (South Ontario) Roy
Harwood Stephenson.-45.
Hurtean

Bill read the second time.
House resolved itself into Committee

on the said Bill.

(In the Committee.)

On Section 1,
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said

this clause was highly objectionable.
It did not say that an innocent man,
but one who believed, not that he
was innocent, but that he had
mianaged the matter so that he
had not broken the Independence of
Parliament Actwas to be released from
his difficulty. Thongh he was a con-
tractor under the influence of the Uov-
ernment, though he had knowingly
made the arrangement with the Gov-
ernment, yet, if he believed that un-
der the oieration of the Statute he was
clear, he was to be clear. The Bill
provided that, if by some construction
of the Statute an hon. member believed
he had not broken the law, no matter
how flagitious his conduct had been,
he was to be exonerated. Other hon.
gentlemen could not claim to be in-
demnified, because, in order to claim
that, they must adinit they had broken
the law and were ·disqualified. They
muet have vacated their seats before
they could claim the indemnification;
they must confess their guit before
they could get the discharge. So that
men who honestly. believed they had
not broken the law would not benefit
by the Bill. Others miglit say: " It is
true I entered into contracts with the
Government, but this acquits me. On
my honour, while knowing I was mak-
ing a contract with the Government
from which I was to deiive large pro.

fits, yet I thought I would manage
to keep my seat."

Mr. MACKENZIE said the clause
was similar to the one in the English
Act of Indemnity.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
in that case a hardship had been made
out.

Mr. MACKE NZIE said it was a very
remarkable circumstance in connection
with the Bill that four members, two
of whom asked him to introduce the
Bill and two volunteered their assist-
ance, happened to be absent from the
House to-night. Another member who,
he had reason to believe, held the same
opinion. had taken an active part in
opposing the Bill. It was qmte evi-
dent that a large number of hon. gen-
tlemen opposite seemed to be quite
satisfied that the Bill would pass, and
they, therefore, thought it would be an
easy matter to speak and vote against
it. That was the whole root and
branch of the opposition to the Bill,

Mr. MITCHELL said that he did
not interpret the first clause in the sane
manner as the right hon. member for
Kingston. He was satisfied that his
own case did not come within the
spirit of the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the
Bill was only intended for those whose
cases came within the meaning of the
Act.

Mr. MITCHELL said the clause
read as follows:

" Any person who has, at any time since the
passing of the said Act, been elected a mem-
er of the House of Commona, and who, act-

ing under the bond fide belief that he was or
continued to be qualified and capable of sitting
or voting as a member thereof, has sat or voted
therein, shall be and is hereby indemnified, ex-
onerated, freed, and discharged from aIl
pecniàry penalties or forfeitures whatsoever
(if any) which may have been incurred by him
by reason of haviug so sat or voted at any
time up to the end of the present Session of
Parliament."

Nothing in the Act implied that a
man must himself be satisfied that his
case came within the meaning of the
Independence of Parliament Act. He
could not see the force of tbe objection
taken by _ the hon. member for
Kingston.

2ndependence of -Parliament
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Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the relief was intended for those who
had, innocently and unwittingly,
violated the law. It could be pleaded,
in the first place, that a member had
not violated the law'; and, in the
second place, that, if he had violated
the law, he had donc so unintentionally.
Thon the provision would inure to his
benefit.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Elgin) said it
was competent, in such cases, to raise
the question as to whether or no a
member had acted in bona fides, when
this would become a question of fact.
The wrong or offence was only created
by Act of Parliament. The pleas must
necessarily involved a question both
of law and fact.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that a member, under such circum-
stances, must prove his bona fid, s, which
could bc donc by no one save himself.
The defendant must also, in the plea,
admit the transaction and that ho was
a contractor.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Elgin) said
that, as in civil cases, regarding the
Statute of Limitation, for instance, wit-
nesses could be called to show bona
fides or otherwise.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
no one could prove what a man be-
lieved except the man himself.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Elgin) said
that the question of intention arose
and was proved in commercial cases.
This would be determined bythe Judge
or jury from the facts and circum-
stances of the case.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
that suroly the question as to the bona
fides of a transaction was one capable
of proof.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: It is
not the bona fides of the transaction,
but the bonafides of the belief of a man
that is to be established.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
malice was proved in cases of malici-
ous prosecution. The intent became
evident from the facts and circum-
stances .surrounding a case.

Mr. CAMERON asked whether the
Bill applied to the case of a-nan who

Mr. MITCHELL.

deliberately signed a contract with the
Government, but who at the time did
not know that it forfeited his seat.

Mr. SMITiL (Westmoreland) said
that this law was intended to cover
every case of unwitting violation of
the Independence of Parliament Act.
He presumed that no hon. member
would wish to sec any hon. gentlemi
condemned under such circumstances
to pay $2,000 a day for the period in
question.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked
what was the use of an Independence
of Parliament Act if a law was to be
passed rubbing it out? He was glad to
hear the Minister of Justice say that
ho would introduce a Bill next Session to
amend the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act, doing away with the ex-
cessive nature of the penalties and
removing some of the anomalies con-
nected with it. A general election
would follow, and then there would be
a crop of such cases,and another white-
washing. The same argument applied
now would apply to such other cases,
if a new Bill were introduced. If this
argument was carried out, they had
better.wipe out the Independence of
Parliament Act altogether.

Mr. FLESHER asked how would the
law apply to a member who might be
inviied to enter into a contract with
the Government and who would deny
that the provisions of the enactment
applied to his case, and swear to it.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): That
is a question of fact.

Mr. FLESHER: Such a member
would rest on his own interpretation
of the Statute. He would whitewash
himself by his own act.

Mr. BLAIN said the logic of the
hon. member for Kingston was very
singular. The leader of the Govern-
ment had referred to a case which met
the approbation of the hon. gentlemen
-in which a man had acted deliberately
and with his eyes open in such rela-
tion-and yet the hon. gentleman held
that persons who.knew nothing what-
ever of these matters must be held
?osponsible for them. This was ab-
surd.

Section agreed to.
On the Preamble,
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Mr. PLUMB asked why was not the Light" might be decreased. He de-
law made general in its character and sired to know the probable cost of the
its effect continued. actual repairs.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland): Hon. Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
members now have knowledge of the the Govenment had juat roceived a
Act. telegram stating that the oost would

Mr. PLTMB said that hon. mom}erm ho -6,0000. 'The n
were not better .acquainted with the under :Aa obligation to keep up steani
law now than previously. Hon. gentle- communitation -with Prince Edward
men had been sitting in Committee for Island. He considered the enterprise
twelve or fourteen days, and yet were had been very successfal1 jwd the peo-
unable to decide what constituted a ple of Prince Edward Island were very
contract. The difficultylay in the dis- much satisfied with it, aithougl he ad-
proportionate penalty attached to the mitted the expense was rather heavy.
mufringement of the Act.

Preamble agreed to. Mr. SINCLAIR said ho thouglt the
Bill ordered to be reported. hon. the Minister of Marine and
House resumed. Fisheries had doue lis duty very cred-
Bill reported, read the third time, and itably. Lt was desirable that the vessel

passed on a division. should be repaired for service next win-
ter. Commun ication was not kept up as

SUPPLY. much as was desired, but stil1 whatwas
done was very mucli appreciated. Hie

louse resolved itself into Committee believed that a considerable part of
of Supply. the expenso in carrying the mails

UNPROVIDEDwas on account of ice-boats wich were
TJNPOVIED IEM 0F 87576. absolutely nocessary during- a certain

234 Capital...........$ 73.967 60 portion of the year.
LConsolidated iFund. 80,589 67 Vote ayreed to.

$ 154,557 27 LIGHTHOTJSES AND COAST

OCEA.N AND RIVER STEAM SERVICE.

SERVICE. (To provide additional

DOMINION STEAMERS. amont rquired for

To provide for extraordi-
nary expenditure in-
curred for this service 815,000

Pay for repairs, mainten-
ance and balance due
for construction of
"lNorthern Light"... 16,000

$31,000
Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the ex-

penses had been eut down as low as
possible. Under the heading " Extra-
ordinary Expenditures" was included
the use of the Gorernment steamer on
the proposed visit of Ris Excellency
the Govornor-General to Manitoba.

Mr. MITCHELL said he objected to
Ris Excellency's trips costing the
country so much. He also thought
the expenditure as to the "Northern

236

maintenance, viz.:-
Amount expended in
repairs at Amet
Island Breakwater,
N .S. . .................. 7

Replace buildings and
fog-whistle at Digby,
N.S. (destroyod by
fire).................. 5,

Purchase of land at
Point Pleasant, Ont.

Purchase of Isle à la
Pierre .................. 1

Cost of building pier at
Isle aux Prunes...... 1

Excess of costs for re-
pairs at St. Paul's
Humane Establish-
ment, N.S., over Es-
timates ............... 2,

,275 004

000 00.

750 00>

575 00

,000 00'

400 00,

$18,000 -0

2351i.
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237. To provide amount re-
quired to complote con-
struction of Lighthouses
and Fog-Whistles com-
menced in 1875 and 1876
(re-vote) ............... $39,000

FISHERIES.

rFarther amount re-
quired for Fisheries
Overseers' salaries

238 and disbursements.
Further amoünt re-

quired for fish-breed-
( ing .....................

00 1

9,500 00

8,000 00

$17,500 00

CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

Department of Justice.

239. To provide for the sal-
ary of an Inspector of In-
dian Agencies, &c., with
the rank of Chief Clerk
of the 2nd grade.......... $1,800 00

Department of Secretary of State.

240 One 1st Class Clerk... $1,400 00
One 3rd do .. 600 00

$2,000 00

Department of Agriculture.

241. Private Secretary...... $600 00

LEGISLATION.

242. Expenses of Commit-
tees,extraSessiona:Clerks
&c., House of Commons.. 4,500 00

243. Salaries of Officers
(additional), and contin-
gencies of Library...... .. $3,500 00

ARTS, AGRICULTURE
STATISTICS.

AND

244. To provide for expen-
diture likely to be ' igr
curted in connection with
the Exhibition to be held
aU-lm,..................... 825,000 0U

Mr. SwcLm.

PUBLICWORKS AND BUILDiNGS.

CHARGEABLE TO CAPITAL.

Railways.

245. Prince Edward Island
Rlailway, including stores $42,000 00

246. Pacific Railway Sur-
vey ................ 130,000 00

247. Pacifie Railway Con-
struction,Pembina branch
extension .................... 860,000 00

Canals.

248. St. Lawrence canals
and rapids ................. $20,000 00

249. St. Peter's canal....... 49,500 00

CHARGEABLE TO INCOME.

Public Buildings.

250. Post Office and Cus-
tom fouse accommoda-
tion, St. Johns, P.Q....... $4,000 00

ffarbours and Breakwaters.

251. Campobello, N. B.,
(Wilson's Beach)..........

252. St. Peter's Bay,
King's Co., P.E.I.........

$1,000 00

5,000 00

OCEAN AND RIVER STEAM
SERVICE.

253. To provide for Mail
Subsidy beiween Halifax
and Cork, if necessary... $39,541 67

LIGHT-HOUSES AND COAST
SERVICE.

254. Towards possible ad-
ditional construction of
light-houses and fog-
whistles ..................... $30,000 00

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY AND
OBSERVATORIES.

255. To aid in the con-
struction of a telegraph
line from Matane to Fox
River......................... $10,000 00

STEAMBOAT INSPECTIOli.

256. Rxpenses in connec.
tiop with re-measure-
;nent of steamers in

iniand waters ........... #800 00

[C IOMMjONS.] Supply.



[AIRIL 27, 1877.]

INDIANS.

Manitoba Superintendency.
257. To provide for the

payment of salaries to
certain medical officers
within that Superinten-
dency......................... $4,000 oo

Manitoba and the North- West.

258. To provide for such
expenses as may be in-
curred in prosecuting

the survey of Indian
Reserves during the year $15,000 00

259. To provide for the pur-
purchase of seedgrain and
implements of husbandry
to he given to bands of
Sioux Indians in the
neighbourhood of the
Q'Appelle Lakes........3,000 00

MISCELLANEOUS.

260. Miscellaneous printing
261. To provide for the ex-

penditure likely to be in-
curred in connection with
the proposed visit of His
Excellency the Governor-
General to Manitoba...

262. Towards paying cost of
enquiries respecting dis-
posal of saw-dust and mill
rubbish in navigable
waters.................

263. To meet expenses of
Halifax Commission......

COLLECTION OF REVENUES.

EXCISE.

264. Preventive Service.... 2,500 00

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

265.1

2,000 00

8,000 00

600 00

266.

DONIroN LAxns.

To provide for fur-
ther expenditure
in this serviceviz.,

Surveying remain-
ing portion of
boundaries of
Manitoba........... 8 4,000 00

Survey of Battleford 3,000 00
Fixing the precise

latitude andlongi-
tude of some point
in the North West
Territory, tofacili-
tate systematic ex-
tension of surveys 2,500 00

Copies of maps ...... 1,000 00
Surveying of leading

post trail or stage
route from Mani-
toba to Battleford 2,500 00

L $13,000 00
Resolutions ordered to be reported.
Hlouse resumned.
Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at
Fifteen minutes after

Oue o'clock.

HIOUSE OF COMMONS.

Friday, 27th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

CIVIL SERVICE.
30,000 00

REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mr. CASEY presented the report of
the Select Committee appointed to
enquire into the present condition of
the Civil Service, and the method of
nominating and examining candidates
for appointments, with a view of ascer-
taining the general efficiency of the
service.

COAL TRADE.

REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) pre-
sented the report of the Select Com-
mittee to whom was referred the peti-
tion of Henry Mitchell and others,
with instructions to enquire into the

To provide for the
travelling expen-
ses, rent and sal-
aries ofInspectors,
P.E.I.....-..........$ 3,100 00

To provide for addi-
tional Inspection
Divisions............ 3,000 00

8 6,100 00

Routine Ëusinesg.



[COMMONS.J
allegations as to the state of the coal
trade contained in the said petition,
and into the best means of promoting
Inter-Provincial trade.

CIVIL SERVICE.

MOTION TO PRINT REPORT OF COM-
MITTEE.

Mr. CASEY moved that the report
of the Civil Service Committee and the
evidence taken before it be printed,
and that the rule enquiring reference
to the Printing Committee be sus-
pended. He considered that the report
and the evidence was of considerable
importance to the House and the
public. When he moved for the Com-
mittee ho felt that the result of the
investigation would justify the labour
taken and the expense incurred, and he
was sure that hon. members would
agree with him when theyperused the
report and the evidence. The return
to an address that he had the honour of
moving for did not contain as full in-
formation as ho desired, and the infer-
ence was that something was lacking
in the Departments which had not res-
ponded, as nearly ail the information
he asked ought to have been on the
books of the Departments. Owing to
this, the Committee had to depend
almost entirely on the oral evidence of
gentlemen of high standing in the ser-
vice, all of whom gave evidence with
great clearness,frankness and courtesy.
The general result of the evidence he
might state to be this. The Committee
found that political influence had been,
and was, to a considerable extent, at
work in all Departments of the service,
and that that interference had almost
invariably been injurious to the service
and led to violations of the law regu-
lating it. The actual state of the ser-
vice he could not say had been found
good; but, on the other hand, it was
not found scandalous. In some instan-
ces the heads ofDepartments stated that
their men were as good as could be
wished; butin one instance it was testi-
fied that the employés were not of as
high quality as were to be found in
banks. fe thought when the louse saw
the report they would agree with him
that the labour and expense of the Com-
mittee had not been spent in vain.

Mr. MAcKÂY.

Service.

They had been unable to go into the
points brought out in the evidence at
any great length in the report, and he
thought the ipsissima verba of some of
the witnesses .vould carry groat weight.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he
thought the printing of the evidense
would be valuable to hon. members.
He would like to ask the hon. chair-
man of the Committee whether the
report dealt with the service as a
whole.

Mr. CA SEY: Yes.
Sir JOHN A. MA

it deal with the mod
higher officers.

Mr. CASEY: It do
that question. The
the method of selec

CDONALD: Does
of selecting the

es not deal with
report dealt with
ting mon for ap-

pointruents, the modes of making ap.
pointments, the question of promotion
and the discipline in the Departments.
The Committee did not deal with the
question of the appointments of higher
officials, because that was considered a
matter which, under all circumstances,
should be left to the responsibility of
the Government of the day. The report
recommended a double process of selec-
tion for employés-a means of selecting
men to be taken on trial, and a further
trial by probation before the appoint-
ment was confirmed. The selection of
men on trial was recommended to be
made as in England, that was to say,
there should be first a qualifying ex-
amination to test the ordinary educa-
tion and intelligence of men applying
for appointments; and, secondly, com-
petition between those who showed
themselves to be qualified for the pri-
vilege of being taken on trial. Those
who succeeded in competition were to
be appointed conditionally to places in
the Departments; but they were to have
no claim to permanent employment un-
til they had earned a favourable report
from their immediate superiors before
the close of a certain term-one year,
or two years, or whatever it might be.
Subsequent proceedings regarding pro-
motion should take place on the prima
facie ground of seniority. When a
vacancy occurred, the senior qualified
officer should be promoted unless a
junior was especially recommended to
the post by those under whom ho
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worked from year to year; This pro-
vision was intended to remedy existing
evils. The practice of compelling a
man to stay for a certain number of
years in a certain grade, before he was
promoted, they considered injudicions.
It appeared that this took away any
stimulus to be afforded by the hope of
promotion; it kept employés for a
very long time at mechanical work,
sometimes thus unfitting them for
higher duties, and too long on lower
salaries, which affected their self-res-
pect, their character and the support
of their families. The Committee
thought that these employés should
be promoted when their turn came,
although they might not have served
a specified term, provided such persons
were reported efficient by their
superior officers. Regarding discipline,
they made no distinct recommendation,
but they called attention to the system
in vogue in the Province of Victoria,
Australia, where the official head of the
Department was allowed to inflict a
limited fine as a penalty on subordi-
nates, in addition to suspending them,
and this was sometimes found to be of
very good effect. The only points they
distinctly recommended related to the
selection of men for trial in the service
by some other means than political
favouritism; and the adoption of qual-
fying and competitive examinations.
Their strongest recommendation con-
cerned probationary appointments,
which, if strictly carried out, would
remedy a great many of the
evils which now existed. This
alone would work a great re-
form as to the class of men admitted
into the service, without any change
being made in the manner of making
the first appointments. They strongly
insisted on promotion according to
some fixed rule, and not favouritism.
This should take place primd facie by
seniority, and should extend both to the
inside and outside service. They found
that at present promotion hardly exist-
ed in the outside service in the Depart-
ment of the Minister of Customs-
though it prevailed to some extentinthe
Inland Revenue Department-where
vacancies as to the higher places were
generally given to outsiders. They
hoped to avoid this by making pro-
motions general in both services.

There were many other minor points
in which he could not go unless ho
read the vhole of the report.

Mr. TUPPER said he regretted
that the report had been present-
ed at so late a period in the
Session. Hon. gentlemen would, how-
ever, have opportunity and leisure to
examine it during recess, and conse-
quently they would be better able to
take the question up next Session than
they were now. He was inclined to
think that the Committee had sub-
stantially come to the conclusion which
was long since arrived at, and the
recommendations of the Committee
rather pointed to the rigorous enforce-
ment of the law and practie which
had been adopted by Parliament with
regard to this service, than to the
introduction of any new system.
There was no novelty in the probation-
ary system, as it had already been
anthorized by Parliament. The prac-
tice was, that every person who entered
the service was obliged to do so as a
probationary clerk, at $ 00 a year;
and he so remained for one year before
he obtained an additional $100, and
before he was appointed by Order in
Council a member of the service at all.
Clerks were obliged to shew themselves
worthy of their positions before they
could be appointed. This system
might, to a certain extent, have fallen
into desuetude, but it nevertheless ex-
isted. The hon. gentleman had himself
admitted that the Government must
have the power to go outside of the
service, in certain cases, to secure
qualified officials. He was afraid that
there was too much necessity for the
action recommended with regard to
the present Government, because
he believed it would be found
that very little regard had been paid,
during the last two or three years at all
events, to the rules relating to these
appointments. He had endeavoured
to conform to them when head of two
or three Departments, and he thought
that the hon. gentleman would search
in vain for any violation of the law in
this respect. He regarded the
decision at which the hon. gentleman
had arrived with reference to the
system of promotion as the very
foundation of an efficient Civil Service,
which could not be made so while
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capable and experienced officials were
neglected and outsiders appointed over
their heads. He did not think that
the late Government had always
observed the rule regarding promotions
as closely perhaps as they ought to
have done, but he believed that
they had observed it much more
closely than their successors.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved that the
report be referred to the Joint
Committee of both Ilouses on the
Printing of Parliament, with a view to
its being printed, with the evidence
accompanying the said Report.

Mr. CASEY said that the presentation
of the report had been delayed because
they desired to make it as full as
possible. They had found that the
law to which the hon member for
Cumberland had referred had not been
carried out. This was the testimony at
least of members of the Civil Service.
Men had been nominally appointed on
probation, but they had never been
dropped when found to be inefficient.
They had obtained no testimony to the
effect that the rules relating to promo-
tion had been more closely observed by
the late than by the present Govern-
ment. Mr. Fleming had stated that he
had felt the grave evils of political nomi-
nations in his Department; and that
this had been the case in connection
with the construction of the Inter-
colonial Railway.

Mr. ROCHESTER rose to a point of
order.

Mr. SPEAKER said that, as objec-
tion had been taken by the First
Minister to the proposed resolution, it
must, in its present shape, be dropped,
while the suggestion of the Premier
was not a debateable resolution. It
was simply a mode of referring the
matter to the Printing Committee.

Motion to refer report agreed to.

PILOTAGE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.-[BLL No. 108.]

(Mr. Smith, Westmoreland.)

SENATE AMENDMENTS coNcURRED IN.

Amendments read the first and second
times and agreed to.

Mr. TUPPER.

THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES
BILL.-[BILL No. 74.]

(Mr. Mils.)

SENATE AMENDMENTs CONCUIRE IN.

Mr. MILLS moved that the amend-
ments made by the Senate to the Bill
relating to the North-West Territories
be read the first time. One of them,
he stated, provided for the publication
of the proceedings of the North-Weet
Council in English and French, and for
the use of both languages in the Courts.
They had thought that this was a mat-
ter which had better .be left to the
Council in question. le regretted that
the amendment had been made, but it
would be impossible to get the measure
through at this late period in the Ses-
sion, unless the amendments were
accepted. The action taken by the
Sonate would add very considerably to
the expense. Almost every one in that
part of the country spoke Cree, though
some spoke, in addition, English or
French, and, if the proceedings were
to be published in the most prevalent
language, Cree should be chosen for
the purpose.

Amendments read the first and second
times and concurred in.

THE ALBERT RAILWAY
PANY BILL.

MOTION TO CONSIDER.

COM-

Mr. DOMVILLE moved:
" That the Order of the House, referring

the amendment made by the Senate to the
Bill (No. 48) Respecting the Albert Railway
Company, to the Select Standing Committee
on Railways, Canals and Telegraph Lines, be
discharged, and that the said amendment be
considered this day."

He said he was informed that the
Committee would not meet again, and,
as prorogation was near at hand, some
action must be taken in the matter.

Mr. KERR said that he felt it would
not be right to let. the motion pass
without considering whether it had
not botter lie over. He was a mem-
ber of the Committee, and he knew
that there was a diversity of opinion
as to the expediency of granting the
legislation asked for.

[COMMONS.] Business.
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Mr. BURPE E (Sunbury) said
he considered that 'the Bill as it
stood was very objectionable, and
it was quite important to Albert
County in two or three aspects. The
Bill, as a whole, was a local Bill. The
only provision sought by the Bill at
first was to allow the issue of deben-
tures ut 8 per cent. instead of 6 per
cent. There were other provisions
which had been sought for, however.
One objection to the Bill as it now
stood was that it did not give sufficient
guarantee to parties having claims
against the company as to land dam-
ages. Another ground on which he
objected to the Bill was that it allowed
the company to issue promissory notes.
So guarded were the Local Legisla-
ture as to this power, that they altered
a former Act so as to reduce the issue
of bonds from $700,00 to $600,000.
But the present Bill gave the company
power to issue promissory notes as
well as debentures at 8 per cent.

Mr. DOMVILLE: No.
Mr. RURPEE: And of course this

added toc the liability of the company.
He was informed that the company
had no paid-up capital at all. Under
these circumstances the promissory
notes issued under this Bill would be
very deceptive, and liable to lead to
serious difficulties. Another reason
why he objected to the Bill was that it
was not put on the Order paper, but
passed through the House without
proper notice being given. From all
these considerations he must pro-
test against the passage of the Bill.

Mr. HOLTON said lie moved the
reference of this Bill to the Railway
Committee because lie knew that it
had engaged the serious attention of
gentlemen from New Brunswick, al-
though of course he had no local
knowledge of the objections. It was
considered at two or three sittings and
subsequently amended in the appropri-
ate Committee of the Senate in the
interest of the parties concerned in
the Bill. Theseamendments, so made,
were overruled by the Senate. The
Bill came back to the flouse amended.
Of the precise purport of the amend-
ments he was not in a position to
judge, and he was desirous that the
Bill should be considered anew; he,
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therefore, moved its reference to the
Railway Committee. The quorum of
that Committee was very large, and
no douht there was a difficulty in get-
ting a quorum together. HIe thought
the motion just made with reference
to the Bill was perfectly in order. It
was for the House to pass not only
upon the merits of the amendment,
but upon the merits of the Bill itself.
His suggestion was that, as the time
of the House was so short, it should
be put upon the Order paper to be dis-
cussed in the evening during the hours
for Private Bills.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ap-
proved of the suggestion.

Motion agreed to.

COAL INTERESTS.

MOTION AS TO PRINTING REPORT OF
COMMITTEE.

Mr. MACKAY (Cape Breton) moved
that the report of, and the evidence
given before, the Select Committee to
whom was referred the petition of
Henry Mitchell and others, relative to
the coal interest, be referred to the
Joint Committee on Printing.

Motion agreed to.

SUPPLY-CONCURRENCE.

flouse resumed the further con-
sideration of Resolution 124, completion
and construction of Lighthouses and
Fog-alarms, as reported from the Com-
mittee of Supply.

Mr. TUPPER said he wished to
avail himself of that opportunity to
direct the attention of the louse to the
mode in which the hon. the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries had failed in
the discharge of his duties. The
flouse would remember that, at an
early period of the Session, when lie
(Mr. Tupper) made a few remarks in
connection with that Department, he
was met by a very prompt and authori-
tative denial on the part of the hon.
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
with regard to the question raised, and
a challenge to bring forward, at any
time, proof that the hon. gentleman had
failed in the discharge of his duties.
He now undertook to produce, from
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public documents brought down
to the House by the hon.
Minister, evidence of the most
gross neglect of public duty that any
hon. gentleman administering a public
Department could be charged with.
Parliament had voted money for the
purpose of establishing a fog-whistle
at a very important point, viz.,
Cape D'Or, having come to the con-
clusion that such protection to ship-
ping was necessary. The point in
question was much exposed to fog
during a considerable portion of the
year, and, as much shipping passed off
the point, the fog-whistle was ex-
tremely necessary. When Parliament
provided money to maintain a fog-
whistle at a certain point, and the
Department afterwards failed to keep
it in operation, the expenditure became
a snare and a delusion. He would
show the House that the most gross
neglect had taken place with respect
to keeping the fog-whistle in oper-
ation, for the correspondence submitted
showed that, at one time, there was no
water and at another time no coal.
le had no hesitation in saying that, if

a valuable vessel was wrecked under
such circumstances, a petition of right
would compel the Government to pay
the amount of loss; and, if lives were
sacrificed, they would have to suffer an
extreme penalty on account of their
neglect. If, from accident, a fog-alarm
became useless, then due notice should
be given ; but, as lie would show by
quotations from the returns, no pre-
caution was adopted by the Depart-
ment, and duming several months the
Department was aware of the condition
of affairs at that point, but took no
action. It appeared that, on the 16th
August, 1875, the person in charge of
the fog-whistle at Cape D'Or wrote to
the agent of the Department in Halifax,
Mr. H. M. Johnson, in the following
terms: -

"I am clear out of water and had to
stop yesterday at 10.30 a.m., in thick
fog, alter running fifty-two and a half
hours, and we havemothing else but thick fog
this month. I have been running 171 hours
this month already, and if it had not heen for
the rain we had last week I should have had
to stop before. The fog cleared about three
hours after stopping, and the weather looks a
little clearer now, and the wind to the east-
ward."

The next paper of the series was a
Mr. Tupp.

letter from Mr. Johnson, agent at Rali
fax, to the Engineer, dated 12th Octo-
ber, 1875, in which he stated:-

" As it is just possible some change may be
made in the location of the fog whistle, no
steps will be taken at present to have another
tankxnade, burtneanwhile,you will make every
possi le exertion to secure and keep on hand a
suficient supply of water."

The Department had been informed
that there was no water at the point,
and that the only means of obtaining
a supply was by constructing an addi-
tional tank at a cost of less than $ 1,000.
After an investigation was made he
was told on the 12th October, 1875,
that it was possible some change might
be made in the location of a fog alarm,
and, therefore, the Department was not
prepared to construct the tank required.
The next document was dated 18th
October. It was a letter from Mr.Short,
the Engineer, concerning an advertise-
ment which appeared in the St. John
newspaper, and which was a complaint
from private individuals with regard
to the fog alarm not being in opera-
tion. Mr. Short wrote:

''I have tried every possible means in My
power to keep her going. Myself and my
assistant have bucketed rain that fell from the
dwelling; but without rain I can get no water,
for there are no sprin gs here, and I have to
depend solely upon rain. If there was another
tank built, as you mentioned in your last note,
I could catch sufficient water to last the whole
season, for there was more water run waste
last season than would fill four or five tanks
like the one that I have; and I sent you due
notice when I had to stop : but I have been
blowing all along since I have got water, and
I have plenty of it now."

On the 31st May, 1876, the Engineer
wrote :

" I had to stop on the 9th of this month on
account of a rivet blowing out of the boiler
while the whistle was going, and I had to
screw a bolt and put in, and it was thick fog
at the time, and I hear there were vessels in
the bay at the time ; but I soon got her running
again. I would thank you to send me some
coal as I am getting short."

On the 19th June, 1876, lie again
wrote:-

"I have been obliged to stop blowing the
whistle, in consequence of ny supply of both
coal and wood being entirely exhausted. I
stopped blowing on Sunday morning at seven
o'clock. It was then very foggy, and it is
now clear."

The Engineer at that time called the
attention of the Department to the dif-
ficult position in which lie was placed
on account of the want of fuel. On the
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14th July, 1876. having had no fuel
since the 19th June, he wrote, stating
that Captain Smith had arrived with a
supply. On the 26th July, 1876, there
was a letter from the agent of the
Marine and Fisheries Department at
Halifax, to the Department at Ottawa,
which ran as follows:-

" The water supply at the station is very
uncertain. There are no streams or springs,
and it can only be obtained in the spring of
the year from the melting snow running down
the cleft, and from what cean be secured from
the roof of the whistle bouse. The tank can be
filled in the spring but cannot be replenished
after that,except from the rain supply. I would
strongly recommend the buildinz of another
tank alongside the first one, by which means a
constant and sufficient supply of water can be
maintained. When I was at the station there
was only enough for about 100 hours sounding,
and had the whistle been in operation during
the foggy weather at tbe end of June and the
first part of July, when the fuel was out, the
water supply would have been exhausted
before this date."

In the Department, with respect to
the administration of which the hon.
Minister had challenged him to point
out any want of diligence,it appeared by
the reports of the offiers, that the only
reason why there was not enough water
on the 26th July was because they bad
to stop the log whistleduring the most
dangerous period of the year for want
of fuel. It would be difficult to imag-
ine a case of more culpable negligence
in any Department. The reply sent
by the hon. the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries to the agent of the Depart-
ment at Halifax was as follows :-

"Your report received in this matter. I am
glad charges against the Engineer are un-
founded. I don't feel inclined to authorize
expenditure this season for the tank you re-
commend. What will be the probable
cost ?"

The hon. Minister on the 5th August,
1876,-one year after the engineer
had been asking for water-obtained an
estimate which placed the cost of
building the improvements at $992,
which was afterwards reduced to $815.
On the 8th of August, Mr. Johnston
wrote to Mr. Short:

" I am in receipt of your letter of 1st inst.,
inclosing estimates and offers lor building
tank, coal-shed and wood-house at Cape
D'Or. I sent these papers to the Minister of
Marine and Fi3heries, and he instructs me
that these improvements will have to stand
until next year, as there is no appropriation
to meet expenditure."

ls

On 24th August Mr. Johnston wrote
to the Minister:

'' I have the honour to forward copy of letter
from the engineer at Cape D'Or, stating that
the supply of water there was exhausted. I
did not advertiso this whistle as stopped be-
cause, between the date and receipt of the
letter, we had had very heavy rain, which will,
I trust, both clear the fog and give usa supply
of water."

The Department had certainly shown
unlimited faith in Providence. On
the 19th August, Mr. Short wroto to
the agent at Halifax, to the effect that
the water had given out, and that the
whistle was silent. Now, if any ships
had gone ashore, under the cireum-
stances every fair and just-minded man
would consider the Govern men t respon-
sible for any loss of life and property
that might occur. On the 19th
December, 1876, Mr. W. M. Smith, the
In.spector, wrote to the Department,
statmg that he proposed building an
addition to the reservoir, so as to insure
a supply of water, and they had a
memorandum by Mr. Joseph Tomlin-
son to the effeet that this would involve
an expenditure of $700. Without
taking up any more time of the louse,
ho submitted that, if there was any
question which demanded careful con-
sideration, it was the ono to which he
had referred.

Mr. SMITHI (Westmoreland) said he
did not think it Was right that, at this
late momentwithout giving him notice,
his hon. friend should make such a
violent attack. He thought the con-
duct of the hon. gentleman on this
occasion was unworthy of him. If any
hon. member examined the papers he
would find they did not reflect on either
himself or his Department. It was
impossible to manage 400 lighthouses
and 30 or 40 fog-whistles without oc-
casionally some mistake happening ;
but he did not think that there was
sufficient ground in this instance for
the hon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
Tupper) to make a personal attack. He
did not object to any fair criticism of
his Department, but the hon. gentleman
rather overstepped the mark in this
particular. Any one who read the
papers would find evidence to exculpate
both himself and the Department. The
appropriation for this fog-whistle was
made during the incumbency of his
predece.sor, and it was finished in the
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autumn of 1875. It was thought by
the inspector at the time there would
be an insufficient supply of water. Pro-
vision was made for the construction
of a light on the Isle of Hope, and the
agent advised the Department that it
would be desirable and expedient that
the fog-whistle should be transferred
there, but it was decided that it should
not be removed. In the month of
August, last year, his attention
was drawn to the fact that there
was a deficiency of water ; but he con-
cluded, as there was no appnopriation,
that it would be botter, before doing
any work, to wait until Parliament
met and voted a sum for the purpose.
He did not think that he had been
fairly treated in this matter. He
would read the following letter:-

" HALIFAX, 9th May, 1876.
" Your note of 5th inst. offering to supp]y

Cape D'Or Fog-alarm with 100 tons of coal
during the month of June, was submitted to
the Minister to-day, and he directs me to say
that the Department will give you the sum of
two hundred dollars ($200) for landing 100
tons of Spring Hill coal at the Whistle-house,
Cape D'or, during the month of June next, or
earlier if you desire. The coal will be pro-
vided at the wharf, Dorchester. Please inform
me if you accept this offer, as otherwise we
will probably send the coal by our own ves-
sel."

'I am, &c.,

WILLIAM SMITH, '' H. W. JOHNSTON,
"Master 8chooner Ada,

" Advocate Harbour."

This was the contract, and the coal
was to be delivered at the wharf at
Dorchester. The coal was to be fur-
nished in the month of June, or earlier
if the captain chose. The captain, on
the 13th of May, 1876, wrote the fol-
lowing letter :-

" CAPE D'OR, May 13th, 1876.
" DEAR SIR,-I received your letter to-day,

and contents duly noted. I think your offer
is too low, but I wiIl take two hundred and
fifty dollars ($250), as that ie as low as I
could do it for ; and it ou choose to send me
the order for the coal, I will accept it with
pleasure, and be very much obligea to you.

"It i very bad freight to deliver and very
epqensive.

"It is of no use of our seying any more
about the place, as it is well known to you all.
When you Let this, if you send the order,
please send it at once, as I want the best of
weather to land the coal.

"I remain, etc.,
" CAPT. WILLIAM SMITH,

1 Schr. Ada.
" To H. W. JOHNsTOs, Esq."

Mr. SMITH.

Then followed this memorandum by
himself (Mr. Smith, Westmoreland) :

"II Perhaps this offer liad better be accept-
ed. See that it is clear that coal is to b
landed at whistle."

Then Mr. Johnston wrote the follow-
ing letter :-

"H HALIFAx, 20th May, 1876.
"Sin,-Your offer to land one hundred

tons of coals at the Whistle-house, Cape
D'Or, for the sum of two hundred and fil y
dollars, is accepted, and the work can be
done at once. The coal is Sp ring Hill, and
I suppose you can best take if from Dor-
chester.

" Let me know when you will be ready to
load and I will send an order for its delivery
to you.

" It must be clearly understood that the
coal is to be landed at the Whistle-house.

Yours, etc.,

" H. M. JOHNSTON.
" Capt. WILLIAM SMITH,

" Schr. Ada,
" Cape D'Or."

This closed the correspondence. It
was supposed that the coal would be
delivered on the 20th of May, but un-
fortunately this was not done. He
thought that the attack made on him
by the hon. member for Cumberland
was ungentlemanly and not warranted
by the faets. In the matter of the fog.
alarm, he was not to blame. He did
not object at any time to fair criticism
from friend or foe, but ho did object to
the unfair manner in which ho had
been attacked in this regard.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution 78, Pacifie Railway,
$1,524,000,

Mr. TUPPER said ho wished to call
the attention of the Minister of Public
Works to a point regarding which he
thought the hon. gentleman had mis-
apprehended the views expressed by
his right hon. friend and himself. It
related to the exploratory survey of
Pine Pass, and the country about Peace
River. As this season was to be con-
sumed in the further examination of
the Fraser River District, with a view
to ascertain whether the line could be
taken down the Burrard Inlet, no time
should be lost in making the explana-
tions to which ho alluded. The As-
sistant Chief Engineer was a man
of great ability, and he could be
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wimply directed to go with a smal-
ler staff, and see whether, without
materially lengthening the line, the
road could be carried from Edmonton
to Fort George, through a valuable and
productive country, instead of through
a section which, as ho believed, they
were all agreed was unfortunately
very unproductive. The expenditure
this exploration would occasion would
be comparatively small.

Mr. MACKENZIE said ho had quite
understood the point when made. He
had,however,been misunderstood. They
had now, they might say, a complete
line from Lake Superior to the Pacifie
Coast by Dean Inlet and Bute Inlet;
and, therefore, they would be in a
position when the profiles were
finished-which would be very soon-
to ask for offers based on the Act of
1874. If the surveys of the season
proved that the Burrard Inlet route
was the best, a supplementary tender
could be only received in this regard. If
they laid on their oars altogether
during the wholeof the summer, and
surveyed a complete route for two-
thirds of the distance from Lake
Superior, some 1,100 miles, they could
not possibly be ready for tenders for a
year and a half to come. Their
intention was that, as soon as the
profiles were finished, they would take
the necessary steps to bring the matter
before the publie.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the work to which his hon. friend
from Cumberland had alluded could be
done during this summer.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that, if Mr.
Fleming's report of 1874 and appen-
dices were examined, it woild be
found that they had got a pretty good
exploratory survey from Fort George
on the Saskatchewan, to the neigh bour-
hood of Smoky River, where it joined
the Peace River, and from that point
to Pine River Pass, though this was
no pass at all, but a flat portion of the
country.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: So
much the botter.

Mr. MACKENZIE said they knew
this section of the country tolerably
well. No doubt there was a fair route
here for a railway, but they had to con-

tend continually with the impatience
engendered in British Columbia by the
policy of hon. gentlemen opposite.
He was afraid that if they undertook
to make an instrumental survey-
which they would have to do, if any-
thing was done-they could not pos-
sibly ask for tenders for two years to
come.

Resolution read the second time, and
agreed to.

On Resolution 56, Lowards assisting
immigration and immigration oxpen-
ses, including estimated expenses of
transport of Mennonites, $110,000,

Mr. POPE (Compton) said that an
item concerning public health appeared
in the Estimates improperly. It was
placed there in 1873, and it had remain-
ed there ever since. This had then
been done because balances were due
under the old state of things; but this
Parliament had nothing whatever to
do with the publie health. This was
a matter entirely beyond their jurisdic-
tion. ,

Mr. CARTWRIGHIT said ho was
not prepared to express an opinion on
the constitutional question; but ho
thought there was fair ground to as-
sume that they might flairly be held
responsible for taking measiros with
regard to the public health in the
North-Wost Territories. One reason
for the retention of the item was
that they dreaded the breaking
out of epidemies, such as small-
pox in that region. This had, un-
fortunately, been the case during the
past few months, and they had been
absolutely obliged to use a certain por-
tion of this vote to check the spread of
smallpox among the settlers and the
Indians. The ravages of the epidemic
among the latter had been terribly
destructive.

Mr. MACKENZIE said another case
had occurred in British Columbia,
where they had been obliged t- cx-
pend $4,000, Judge Gray and another
gentleman having held that the epide-
mie had broken out owing to negligence
on the part of Dominion officials. The
Local Government had tried to make
them pay $12,000 or $14,000, but the
arbitrators reduced the amount to
$4,000.
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Mr. TUPPER said he rarely differod
from his bon. friend, the member for
Compton, but he felt that the view
taken by the Minister of Finance was
correct. It might be quite true that
the question might be raised as to how
far the matter came under the surveil-
lance of the Dominion Parliament.
But there was no doubt that they had
to do with quarantine. It would be
monstrous to suppose that 1,000 immi-
grants could come into this country

ringing coniagious diseases with them,
as immigrants coming into the port of
Halifax had introduced cbolera, which
caused the death of 300 persons. He
would suggest that the Government
take it into consideration whether it
would not be advisable to see that all
immigrants were vaccinated.

Mr. CARTWRIGRT expressed his
obligation for this suggestion, although
it might not be practicable to carry it
out. lie wou'd, however, communicate
it to the head of the Departmeut.

Mr. POPE (Compton) said he was o f
opinion that this question should be
under the power of the Local Govern-
ment.

Resolution read the second time, and
agreed to.

On Resolution 208, Supplementary
Estimates for North-West Mounted
Police, $33,750,

Mr. MITCHELL asked whether the
amount could not be reduced 50 per
cent. by next Session.

Mr. MACKENZIE said a reduction
to as great an extent as possible had
been made, although he hoped That
further reductions could be made in a
short time. It should be remembered
that it was absolutely necessary to give
a feeling of order and security before
immigrants could be invited into the
North-West.

Mr. TUPPER said he was glad that
attention would begiven to this matter,
and he hoped that the expense for
forage would be decreased by the force
grow'ng oats, potatoes, &c., themselves.

Mr. MACKENZIE said this had
been attempted for two years, but the
experiment failed. owing to the incur-
sions of grassboppers. However, it
was thought that the North-West

Mr. MAcKMxrzM.

would not be again afflicted witb this
scourge for a good many years to
come.

Mr. TUPPER enquired why this
force had been transferred to the De-
partment of the Secretary of State, and
not placed under the Militia Depart-
ment.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it had been
removed from the Department of Jus-
tice because of the large amount of
work there. He did not think it was
advisable to place it under the Depart-
ment of Militia as it was a civil force,
and the rules applicable to the Militia
would not apply to it. The Depart-
muant of the Secretary of State trans-
acted much business with the North-
West, and having less pressure than
the other Departments as to the
amount of work, it could control the
force with advantage and convenience.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution 235, Dominion steam-
ers, $31,000,

Mr. TIUPPER asked the attention of
the Government to the importance of
exhausting every means in their power
of discovering the best point of com-
munication between Prince Edward
Island and the mainland in winter.
The elfoi ts of the Northern Light dur-
ing the past winter had only been par-
tially successful. He was informed
that during the whole winter there had
been clear passage, free from ice, be-
tween the Island and Oak Island, at
the mouth of Wallace Harbour. He
hoped that would be investigated and
the Northern Light put on that route
next winter. The Ports of Pugwash and
and Wallace presented the best point
of communication with Prince Edward
Island as a short line of railway would
bring either of those ports to the In-
tercolonial about mid-way. between
Halifax and St. John, forming the
shortest connection with the Island
both in winter and summer.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

.It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left
the Chair.
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After Recess.

ALBERT RAILWAY COMPANY
BILL.

(Mr. Domville.)

SENATE AMENDMENT POSTPONED.

Mr. DOMVILLE moved:

" That the amendments made by the Senate
to the Bill No. 48, to grant additional powers
to the Albert Railway Company, be now taken
into consideration and conctirred in."

Mr. BURPEE (Sunbury) said thero
were some grave considerations why
the amendments should not be con-
curred in. Their adoption would place
certain persons in the county of Albert
in a very awkward position. The Bill
also enabled the company, which had
not one dollar of stock paid up, to issue
an unlimited ainount of promissory
notes which would add to the liabilities
of the corporation, while the Local
Government had limited the borrow-
ing powers to $600,000. le moved:

" That the consideration of the amendments
to the Bill be postponed till this day three
months."

Mr. TUPPER said ho thought the
House would hardly be disposed to
concur in the amendment just moved.
The Bill had been carefully considered
by the Railway Committee, and the
Minister of Marine, a representative of
the adjacent county,took great interest
in its promotion ; and that Committee
reported it to the House with such
amend monts as they though t necessary.
The Bill passed through its different
stages, and was sont to the Senate. It
was open, of course, now, to consider
the amendments made by the Senate,
but ho thought their criticisms should
be limited to those amendments, which
diminished instead of increased the
powers granted by the Bill. The
Senate had merely added the words
" or others." He hoped the House
would feel that the general morits of the
Bill ought not now to be taken up.

Mr. HOLTON said that the question
before the House was, of course, that
of the Senate amendments. This Bill
had, however, been brought in at the
early part of the Session in a form in
which the Railway Committee abso-
lutely refused to consider it. It was

taken up again and to a considerable
extent remodelled so that it was hardly
in any sense the Bill which was first
introduced. He understood the Bill
was objectionable on its merits. Gentle-
mon from New Brunswick assured him
that it was a vicious Bill, ab initio. He
did not know anything about the
company or about the country which
it was proposed the railway should
traverse; but whon gentlemen from the
neighbourhood, in whom he had confi-
dence, gave him such an assurance, he
had no option but to act upon it.

Mr. DOMVILLE said the best leal
advice had been obtained as to the
absolute necessity of the proposed
legislation. The hon. the Minister of
Marine had been firmly of the opinion
that the Bill was a good one; it had
bee a delayed on account of some
teeanicalty, and New Brunswick
mm bers, through the hon. member for
Albert, had agreed to the new Bill
which that hon. gentleman had in-
flormed him had his hearty approval.
Only three or four members were
opposed to it, among whom were the
hon. members for Kent and Sunbury.

Mr. CAMERON said ho was
astonished at the argument of the hon.
member for Chateauguay (Mr. Holton)
who said that, because certain members
of the House had represented to him
privately that the Bill was vicious in
principle, ho had such confidence in
their private representations that he
was prepared to oppose it. The House,
however, had already affirmed the Bill
and passed it. The Senate had added
words which did not alter the principle
in any way, andyet, on concurrence in
those amendments, it was proposed to
defeat the whole Bill.

Mr. MITCHELL said the House
wo uld be stuItifying itself if it ref used
to pass the Bill.

Mr. McLEOD said his object in
seconding the motion of the hon. mem-
ber for Sunbury (Mr. Burpee) was
this: that there were few members
from New Brunswick in this House
who regarded this Bill in any light but
as pernicious in its effect.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD rose
to a point of order. The debate must
be confined to the amendments from
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the Upper House and the consideration
of the motion to postpone the consider-
ation of the amendments for three
months. There could be no discussion
on any portion of the Bill, because
it had been assented to by both Houses.
To consider the Bill de novo was con-
trary to common sense and principles
of justice, and being contrary to both
was contrary to the law of the land.
The authorities laid down the principle
that whenever either House had passed
on a matter they could not go back on
their tracks.

Mr. SPEAKER susI ained the point
of order.

Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) moved
in amendment to the amendmont:

" That ail after the word ' that ' in the am-
endment be struck out and the following words
substituted 'the amendment to the Albert
Railway Bill be not agreed to.' "

Question put and amendment to the
amendment negatived on the following
division:-

YEAS:

Bowell
Cameron
Caron
Cuthbert
DeCosmos
Desjardins
Doiville
Flesher
Fraser
Gibbs (North
Gibos (South
Haggart

Messieurs
Killam
Langevin
Macdonald (Kingston)
Masson
Mitchell
Platt
Plumb
Rochester
Rouleau

Ontario) Thompson (Cariboo)
Ontario) Tupper

Wallace(Norfolk).-24.
NAYS:

Messieurs
Appleby Holton
Archibald Horton
Aylmer Irving
Bain Kerr
Biggar Kirk
Blackburn Laflamme
Blain Mlacdonald (Cornwall)
Borron Macdonald (Centre
Bourassa Toronto)
Bowman Macdougall (E. Elgin)
Burk Mackenzie
Burpee (St. John) McLeod
Burpee (Sunbury) McNab
Cartwright Metcalfe
Casey Mills
Christie Oliver
Church Paterson
Coffin Pickard
Cook Ray
1>e dt. Georges Ross (East Durhan.)
Dymond Ross (Prince Edward)
Fleming Rynal
Flynn Sinclair
Forbes Smitu (Peel)
Fréchette 8nider

Sir Joux A. MACDONALD.

Galbraith
Gibson
Gillies
Goudge
Guthrie
Hagar
Higinbotham

1880

Question put on the amendment.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said

he did not see how the House could
agree to this amend ment. This House
passed a Bill and the Senate chose to
amend it; and they had now voted
that they would not disagree with the
amendment.

Mr. BURPEE (Sunbury) said that
the Bill passed through the flouse
without being put on the Order paper
at all. If this had not been the case,
it would have been amended.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it was a libel and a slander on Mr.
Speaker and the officers of the House
to say that any such irregular pro-
ceeding was allowed.

Mr. HOLTON said his hon. friend
from Sunbury merely meant that the
Bill was considered on the same day
on which it was reported, not having
been previously placed on the printed
Orders; therefore the hon. gentleman
did not blame Mr. Speaker.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, if the hon. gentleman's
remarks did not convey a cen-
sure, they were intended to
justify the hon. gentleman's motive in
making such a motion. His hon. friend
(Mr. Gibbs) had moved that the
House should disagree with the amend-
ment made in the Upper House, and
an enormous majority of the members
had voted the motion down, and had
declared that they agreed with the
anmendment; and, alter doing so,
a motion was made to consider the
amendment three months hence. This
was really a most absurd position, and
it only showed what spirit induced
hon. gentlemen to so act, and to what
lengths the spirit of patriotism-

Mr. MITCHELL: Say spirit of party.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that both ternis ought to mean the
same thing. The hon. member for
Northumberland called it spirit of
party. This was a short word, and
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it sounded very much like the other;
but the action of the majority showed
how a spirit of patriotism actually in-
duced the House to stultify itself by
voting down the motion.

Mr. HOLTON: My right hon. friond
ought not to charge the House with
stultifying itself in any act the House
may take. This is out of order.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that, if the Bouse had not stultified
itself, it had passed a resolution which
stultified itself. This was quite in
order.

Mr. HOLTON : No proceeding of
the Bouse must thus be characterized.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he would take back what he had stated;
and would discuss the matter in the
freer atmosphere outside of the House.
lu this instance, they had the House
passing a Bill unanimously, and, when
the other Bouse ventured to amend
it, and they were asked to disagree
with the amendment, a majority of the
House had declared that the amend-
was quite right, and that they would
not disagree with it; and, after doing
so, a motion was made to consider the
Bill this day three months. To what
extent and to what length would not
the spirit of party carry men.

Mr. TUPPER said he wished to
make a few remarks with relation to
the very extraordinary position in
which the question before the House
then stood. The case had been stated
strongly by his right hon. friend, but
not strongly enough. It was not the
çase of au ordinary Bill introduced by
an hon. member, and which, without
undergoing careful consideration in
the place on which the House relied
for the treatment of such questions,
had come before the House for
consideration ; but a case in which
strong exception had been taken
to the Bill by leading members
of the Railway Committee, to whom
it had been sent. The hon. member
for Sunbury had just told the House
that he biought before the Railway
Committee the strong objection he had
to the measure receiving its approval.
The Minister of Justice also took
exception to the Bill, and it was very
well known that the hon. gentleman

(Mr. Blake) and one of his colleagues
on the Treasury benches differed very
strongly in opinion upon this measure.

Mr. HOLTON: Will my bon. friend
permit me? My right hon. friend
from Kingston called an hon. member
to order for discussing the Bill.

Mr. TUPPER said he was not going
to discuss the Bill, but the conduct of
the hon. gentlemen who had deaIt with
it. He did not wonder at his hon. friend
trying to prevent his taking this
line of argument by raising a point of
order; but before he sat down he
would place that hon. gentleman in a
very equivocal position before the
louse with relation to this Bill. The

Minister of Justice, the hon. member
for Chateauguay, and other hon. gen-
tlemen had taken exception to the
mode in which the Bill was presented,
and they had undertaken to remodel
it. The Committee did so ; and, after
the most careful and exhaustive exami-
nation, they made-notwithstanding
the objections of the hon. member for
Sunbury-such changes and altera-
tions in it that he believed that he was
correct in saying that it passed the
Committee without dissent. At all
events, the Bill was so changed as to
induce the hon. member for Chateau-
guay-as the hon. gentleman had just
stated-to move that the Bill should at
once receive the sanction of the House.

Mr. HOLTON: Al the Bills.

Mr. TUPPER said he did not care
how many there were of them. The
hon. member stood before the Bouse
as the father of this idontical Bill. It
was then, in fact, a new Bill, prepared
by the Committee to meet every ob-
jection after every objection had been
taken to it; and the Ion. member for
Chateanguay, than whom no member
of the liouse gave more careful con-
sideration-this lie was bound to say
in compliment and in just compliment
to the hon. gentleman-to moasures
before Committees, or discharged his
duties on leadinz Committees of the
Bouse with greater fidelity, in-
sisted that no measure should
pass the Railway Committee or
any of the most important Standing
Committees until it was made to square
with the public interests; and the
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hon. gentleman, having, accomplished,
in Oommittee, all that was necessary to
obtain its entire support to and ap-
proval of this Bill, presented himself

efore the House as the father of the
Bill, and asked the House to accept it,
he and otlher members of the Commit-
tee having bestowed upon it the most
careful and exhaustive consider-
ation. He felt, when the hon. member
for Northumberland had ventured to

rinsinuate that night the motives which
actuated hon. gentlemen in placing
themselves in the extraordinary pos-
ition-he would not say of stultifying
the flouse, because that was unparlia-
mentary-but of unanimously passing
a Bill and sending it to the Senate, and
then, by their vote, declaring that the
amendment of the Senate should not
be agreed to, for the purpose of pre-
venting the Bill becoming law at all,
that-and he believed he would be sus-
tained in the assertion by hon. gentle-
men on both sides of the House-in the
bistory of legislation, they would search
in vain to find a parallel to a proceed-
ing such as this.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : It
is disgraceful.

Mr. TUPPER said he would say
nothing like disgraceful. He did not
want to use strong terms. The Act
itself spoke in terms so loud to the
country, as to the action of the flouse
in regard to this Bill, as to admit of
his dealing with it in a very subdued
manner indeed. When the hon.
member for Northumberland had
ventured to insinuate that the
motives behind this extraordinary
change of position and right-about
face-the fact of gentlemen being pre-
pared to vote down that night what,
after careful and deliberate consider-
ation, the Railway Committee had
accepted as a wise and judicious law-
he was called to order, and justly so,
because it was not parliamentary to
impute such motives; but, whilo they
were bound to consider that the action
of hon. gentlemen in the flouse had
not been influenced by improper
motives, and while they were prevented
from impugning motives to any hon.
member, it would be impossible, out-
side of the flouse, to prevent the con-
viction being widespread throughout

Mr. Tupa,

the country as to the cause of the
defeat of the measure of his hon.
friend from King's; this -was the
policy adopted in the House; to what
would it bring the Legislature ? HEle
could tell hon. gentlemen opposite that,
if those who sat on the Opposition
benches had treated them as they were
now treating these hon. gentlemen in
relation to their legislation, Parlia-
ment could not have risen for another
month. Had not the Opposition assis-
ted these hon. gentlemen in passing
over, as rapidly as possible,
the most grave and important
questions, and aided then in bringing
the business of the House to a con-
clusion, it would have been impossible
for them to prorogue the House for
another month. If the principles of
disintegation had gone on, and if the
difficulties that could have been raised
legitimately and constitutionally had
been pressed, hon. gentlemen opposite
would have found themselves in an-
other month in an attitude still worse
than that in which they were that
night. Never was there an Oppo-
sition less deserving of such treatment
as his bon. friend had received, and he
would tell hon. gentlemen opposite
that this treatment was accepted by
him, as it would be by every member
of the Opposition, as treatment not
extended to an individual but to the
whole Opposition as an Opposition.
fie said that the course taken and the
example set was a baneful example,
dragging down into the lowest mire of
partyism all questions of publie
import which had a right to
be considered on their merits alone
and aside from all party considera-
tions; and this was an example which,
if it was followed, was going to be at-
tended with the most baneful results
in the House; and no persons in the
House were going to feel these baneful
results more than the hon. gentlemen
on the Treasury bonches, who had lent
themselves, he would say, unworthily
to crush a measure in which his hon.
friend was interested, simply because
it was a measure in whieh this hon.
gentleman did take an interest.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he wished to
make an explanation to the House to
put himself right in this matter. When
he found that there was opposition tO
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the Bil, he had gone to the various
New Brunswick members, and to the
hon. member for Sunbury (Mr. Bur-
pee) and asked the reasons for this.
With his usual diffidence, the hon.
gentleman did not give him an ans-
wer, but, being pressed on the point,
told him that lie would give his answer
that or the next day. The hon. gentle-
man afterwards communicated his
objections, and he had the Bill drawn
to meet these objections. Neverthe-
less, now, at the eleventh hour, the hon.
gentleman stated he had objections to
the Bill. He could prove, by the hon.
member for Albert, that the hon. mein-
ber for Sunbury had stated that he
would agree to the Bill. He was called
away on private business, and when he
returned he found that it was altered
in the Senate. He complained that
the bon. member for Sunbury had com-
mitted a breach of faith; and, had the
hon. member witb candour and honesty
of purpose told him that there was
anything more to which he objected,
he would bave been the last man to
bring anything before the House to
which objection was taken. The Bill
was drawn a third time and agreed to
by the hon. member, and he contended
that the bon. member had committed
a grave breach of faith.

Amendment agreed to on the follow-
ing division :-

Messieurs

Appleby
Archibald
Biggar
Blackburn
Blain
Borron
Bourassa
Burk
Burpee (St. John)
Burpee (Sunbury)
Cartwright
Casey
Cauchon
Christie
Church
Coffin
Cook
Dymond
Flynn
Forbes
Fréchette
Galbraith
Gibson
Gillies

Goudge
Guthrie
Hagar
Higinbotham
Ho ton
Huntington
Irving
Kerr
Laflamme
Macdonald (Cornwall)
Mackenzie
McLeod
McNab
Mills
Pickard
Ray
Ross (Prince Edward)
Sinclair
Smith (Peel)
St. Jean
Taschereau
Thompson (Haldimand)
Trow.-47.

Bowell
Cameron
Caron
DeCosmos
Domille,
Flesher
Fraser
Gibbs (North
Haggart
Killam
Langevin

NAY8'

Messieurs
Macdonald (Kingston)
McDonald(Cape Breton)
MacKay (Cape Breton)
Moffat
Plumb
Pope (Compton)
Rochester

Ontario) Rouleau
Thompson (Cariboo)
Tupper.-21.

Main motion, as
on a division.

amended, agreed to

SUPPLY-CONCURRENCE.

House resumed the consideration of
the remaining Resolutions, as reported
from the Committee of Supply.

On Resolution 239, to provide for the
salary of an Inspector of Indian Agen-
cies, &c., with the rank of Chief Clerk
of the second grade, $1,800,

Mr. MILLS said it had been found
necessary, in consequence of alleged
irregularities, to appoint an Inspector
to examine the books of the different
agencies throughout the country. The
officer would, ho believed, save the
amount of his salary ten-fold.

Mr. LANGEVIN pointed out that
there was no provision for travelling
expenses, for, of course, the Inspector
could fnot stop in one place all the
time.

Mr. MILLS said the travelling ex-
penses would be taken out of the
$1,000 for contingencies. Charges had
been made against Agents, but he
would not like to make any statement
to the House until he had had them
verified, and this examination could
best be made by a special officer.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Department had got on for a long
time without such an officer, and, in
view of the present commercial depres-
sion, it was advisable to do without
these additional officers. If the present
audit system was not correct, another
system, that of inspection, should be
introduced. It was impossible for one
officer to travel all over this vast
country and inspect the different
Indian agencies.

Mr. MILLS said he had asked this
appointment on the recommendation
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of mon familiar with the subject. In-
spection was certainly needed, and his
pi oposal would provide that inspection.

Mr. LANGEVIN said that, under
the old Government, when any charge
was made against an agent, an officer
of the Government was sent up to
examine into it. le did not think the
appointment necossary.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said ho agreed
with this to a certain extent, but the
rule could not very well apply to the
distant North-West.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the appointment seemed only to be for
the benefit of some political friend, and
ho would take the sense of the House
upon it.

Question put, and motion agreed
on the following Division:-

TEAS:

Messieurs

to,

Appleby Goudge
Archibald Hagar
Biggar Higinbotham
Blackburn Huntington
Blain Irving
Blake Kerr
Borron Killam
Bourasba Laflamme
Burk Macdonald (Cornwall)
Burpee (St. John) MacKay (Cape Breton)
Burpee (Sunbury) Mackenzie
Carmichael McLeod
Cauchon Mills
Christie Ray
Church Ross (Prince Edward)
Ooffin Sinclair
Cook Smith (Peel)
Dynond Smith (Selkirk)
Fleming Smith (Westmoreland)
Flynn St. Jean
Forbes Taschereau
Fréchette Thompson(Haldimand)
Galbraith Thomson (Welland)
Gibson Vail
Gillies Workman.-50.

NAYS:

Messieurs
DeCosmos McDonald(CapeBreton)
Dewdney Mottatt
Domville Plumb
Flesher Pope (Compton)
Gibbs (South Ontario) Robitaille
Langevin Rochester
Lanthier Thompson (Cariboo)
Macdonald (Kingston) Tupper.-16.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution 242, expenses of Com-
mittees, extra Sessional clerks, &c.,
House of Commons, $4,500,

Mr. MILLS.

Mr. ROBITAILLE asked, as to
the mode of distributing reports,
which he observed were being packed
up and dispatched in large numbers,
while some mombers could not obtain
copies.

Mr. BOWELL said ho had seen
bushels being packed.

Mr. PLUEB said the reports ap-
peared to consist of largo pamphlets
published by Mr. Spence and Mr.
Trow.

Mr. FARROW said the hon. mem-
ber for Perth (Mr. Trow) deserved
great credit for the way in which he
had acted on the Immigration Com-
mittee. It was the unanimous wish of
the Immigration Committee that those
pamphlets should be printed.

Mr. BOWELL said hon. gentlemen
seemed to have lost sight of the ques-
tion. What ho wanted to know was
why some hon. members could get
bushels of those pamphlets and others
did not know whore to get them.

Mr. MILLS said the pamphlets could
be got at the Immigration Office.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed Io.

On Resolution 214, to provide for
expenditure likely to be incurred in
connection with the Exhibition to be
hold at Paris, $25,000,

In reply to Mr. LANGEVIN,
Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-

ment had not yet matured their plans
in regard to the manner in which the
exhibition of Canadian goods at the
Paris Exposition should be conducted.
It was the intention of the Government
to make it as creditable as possible.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution 245, Prince Edward
Island Railway, including stores,
$42,O00,

Mr. MACKENZIE said the amount
was altogether for stores. They re-
quired to keep a quantity of coal, iron,
wheels, &c., on hand.

Mr. LANGEVIN said he thought
this should not be charged to capital.
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT said it was
necessary, in the case of new railways,
to have a certain amount of stores on
hand. He thought the amount was
properly charged.

Mr. TUPPER said he was satisfied
that these stores should not be charged
to Capital, but to Revenue Account, as
the road had been in operation for
more than a year.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: Everything
that is actually used goes to revenue;
and, if, at the end of the year,
this asset is diminished by $15,000 or
$20,000, it will be charged against rev-
enue.

Mr. TUPPER said he could quite
understand the dosire of hon. gentle-
men to reduce the enormous deficit on
this railway, which had been stated
by the Minister of Public Works at
about $96,000.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: It is $100,000
a year.

Mr. TUPPER said that, under these
circumstances, the deficit would really
be $150,000 instead of $100,000 ayear.

Mr. DOMVILLE said he entirely
agreed with the hon. member for Cum-
berland. Stores should not be bought
until required, instead of being placed
in large quantities at various stations
and store-houses. He knew of a large
quantity of articles having been pur-
chased for the Intercolonial which had
been sold for old iron, though never
used.

Mr. MACKENZIE: When were
they bought ?

Mr. DOMVILLE said he did not
know when they were bought, but he
knew when they were sold.

Mr. SINCLAIR said he was very
glad to hear the explanation of the
Premier regarding the vote. The road
was about 200 miles long, and a large
amount of stores was required. A
station was greatly needed at Breadal-
bane, and he was glad to hear that
one was to be built there at a
cost of $2,000. It was mach needed.

Mr. TUPPER said it would be found
on page 42 of the Minister of Public
Works' Report, that 836,594.38 had
been paid for general stores for this

railway. This, then, was not opening
this account, but it was to supply the
annual demand.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said they did
not expect to expend 8240,000 a year
on this railway, for if they did, the
deficit would be $140,000. They only
anticipated an expenditure of $200,000
a year. The officer charged with this
account had considered that this vote
should be charged to Capital Account,
and, therefore, it had been so entered.
He would, however, look into the
point that had been raised, and revise
the matter.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution 246, Pacific Railway
survey, $130,000,

Mr. MACKENZIE said that an item
of $100,000 under this head had been
placed in the regular Estimates; but
Mr. Fleming, who had been absent at
the time, had pointed out on his return
that the vote was quite insufficient for
the work of the year. Mr. Fleming
reported that $180,000 would be
required fbr the Fraser Valley survey,
and $5,000 with relation to superinten-
dence of telegraphie construction from
Edmonton to Tête Jaun e Cache and the
revision of the location near the Sas-
katchewan. The sum of $30,000 was
also required for the revision of the
location between Keewatin and Eng-
lish River. This had been instru-
mentally surveyed, but it was thought
that the distance might be shortened
by a slight deviation from the ascer-
tained line. Some 40 or 50 miles from
Pic towards French River, on a lino
which had been nearly explored,
remained to be surveyed, and in this
regard $15,000 was required; a direct
line was to be laid out to the point
where the road would ultimately cross
French River. The sum of $230,000 in
all was needed, and $100,00 had
already been voted.

Mr. PLUMB: How far north of the
Sault does the line from Pic to French
River run ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said he would
judge, in looking at the map roughly,
that the distance was probably 70 or
80 miles.
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Mr. PLUMB: I suppose that a pre-
liminary lino is being run.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Purely so. The
original line reached pretty far north
-to Troublesome Lake. One line ran
north of Nepigon Lake and a second
to the southern corner of this lake,
insteal of the north corner. If the
road can be run in a direct line from
Lake Nipissing to Pic it will be very
much shorter than the other line pro-
posed. A great deal of the country is
favourable, but the Engineer is not able
to pronounce at present very positively
upon its capabilities for the supp->rt of
a line, and the obtaining of an easy
gradient. This cannot be done until a
preliminary exploration is at least
completed.

Mr. PLJMB: Is the line, as it crosses
the Pic River, very far from the lake ?

Mr. MACKENZIE said the line, he
believed, ran quite close to the mouth
of this river, which there would be
no difficulty in crossing. The banks
were low and sandy, but the river was
not quite approachable for heavy ves-
sels.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

On 247, Pacifie Railway construc-
tion, Pembina Branch Extension,
$60,00,

Mr- MACKENZIE said it would ho
remembered that the Pembina Branch,
which was to join the main line, was
graded to a point opposite Winnipeg;
a distance of 22 miles to the main line
was still to be graded, and Mr. Fleming
said this could bedone for about $60,000.
The Engineer strongly recommended
that it should be done this summer,
chiefly with a view to the easy trans-
p ortation of rails. Immediately below
Winnipeg the water was too shallow,
except for a week or two in the
spring, for loaded vessels to descend it
with cargoes. The recommendation
in question was made particularly
because the line passed through the
o:ily gravel bed obtainable in that
qutarter. Mr. Fleming estimated that
it would cost about half this sum to
have the rails taken down otherwise
to Selkirk. The Government had not
actually adopted the. suggestion, but
they, nevertheless, placed the sum in

Mr. MACKENZIE.

the Esti mates to be used in case they
did so, and Mr. Whiting, who was
the contractor for and interested in
No. 15, was the contractor for the
Pembina Branch, and the Engineerre-
ported that this person was willing to
continue the contract at the same
rates which had been paid for work
performed between Winnipeg and
Pembina; and these were very low,
twenty-two cents a yard. Mr. Flem-
ing was of opinion that the contract
should be continued, but nothing was
settled in this regard.

Mr. TUPPER onquired what pros-
pect there was for a connection from
Moorehead to the border of the Pro-
vince at Pembina.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had ob-
tained several reports on the subject.
He had endeavoured in various ways to
stimulate the building of the road by
showing that the Government were in
earnest about it. There were now only
19 miles to grade and 63 miles to cover
with rails.

Mr. TUPPER: Th ere would be very
little for the road to do unless this con-
nection was mado ?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Very little.
Resolution read the sccond time and

agreed to.
On Resolution 248, St. Lawrence

Canals and Rapids, $20,000,
Mr. JONES (Leeds) asked permis-

sion to refer to the vote for the Gren-
ville Canal, $30,000, passed the other
night. The hon. member for Cardwell
asked why so small a sum was placed
in the Estimates, and the hon. the Minis-
ter of Public Works said it was for the
reason that the canal could not be used
because of the non-completion of the
Carillon Locks. The hon. the Minister
of Public Works had, he thought, been
misled on the subject. The locks at
the lower end of the Grenville Canal
were of the old size and had never been
put under contract, and nothing had
been done towards the deepening.
Therefore, if the hon. Minister of Publie
Works waited for the completion of the
Carillon locks, it would be years before
the canal could be used all the way
through. Nothing also had been done
with respect te St. Anne's Locks, to-
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wards Montroal, except that the chan-
nel below had been deepened, but the
channel above was still in the same
state as the Carillon Locks. The
fault was not with the contrac-
tors, and ho felt assured that the
hon. the Minister of Public Works had
been misled. He felt a little delicacy
in speaking about the matter, as his
brother was a contractor. He would
hand the hon. gentleman plans and
specifcations which would show him
that, in damming the river four or
five timos, a larger amount of timber
had to be used than was credited by
the Department.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution '250, Public Buildings,
$4,000,

Mr. FLEMING said, in the absence
of the hon. member for South Brant
(Mr. Paterson) he would remind the
the hon. Miinister of Public Works that
ho had promised to consider the advisa-
bility of building a post office at Brant-
ford.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Govern-
ment did not consider it an absolute
necessity to take a vote for that place
this year, but there would be, most
likely, a vote taken next year.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution 251 and 252, Iarbours
and Breakwaters, $6,000,

Mr. LANGEVIN expressed regret
that the Government had not thought
proper to comply with the opinion
given iu the House that something
should be done for the Province of
Quebec in this respect. He must say
that the Province of Quebec was nearly
forgotten.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the remarks
of the hon. gentleman were sectional.
Although there mlght not be much
given to the Province of Quebec this
year, sometimes it might receive
five times the amount given to other
Provinces. Since Confederation, Que-
bec had received $13,895,492 ; On-
tario, $14,379,299 ; New Brunswick,
816,398,207 ; Nova Scotia, $9,544,239.
For public buildingsthere was expended
in Ontario, exclusive of Parliamentary

Buildings, $883,000 ; in Quebec,
$1,162,243; in New Brunswick,
$354,328; in Nova Scotia, $144,749.
They found in other services similar
anomalies. They could not possibly
expect, however, that in any Province
there would be every year an equal
distribution of the public money, be-
cause the expenditure was in accord-
ance with the necessities which arose.
The hon. gentleman would find, if ho
examined the votes for harbours and
piers, that for Ontario there was voted
this year $28,500, and for Quebec
$22,000, which did not embrace nearly
$20,000 expended on Rimouski Pier,
which was charged to the capital
account of the Intercolonial Railway.
To the Province of New Brunswick
$97,000 was voted, but $80,000 was
really for work undertaken for the
benefit of commerce in the harbour of
St. John. The sum of $31,500 was
voted to Nova Scotia, which, undoubt-
edly, required more than any other
Province in the Dominion, in conse-
quence of the extent of its sea coast.
lis hon. friend, however, would fnd
that no neglect whatever had been
shown to his Province, and ho did not
like to hear a leading member of the
House speak as if there was a refusal
to do justice to any Province.

Mr. LANGEVIN said ho did not
complain of the amounts voted to the
other Provinces, but he affirmed that
the Province of Quebec, though its
members had made its wants known
to the House, could not obtain justice.
The hon. gentleman had quoted the vote
for harbours and piers in the different
Provinces. Last year the vote stood
as follows :-Ontario, $62,200 ; New
Brunswick, $86,000 ; Nova Scotia,
$36,500; Prince Edward Island,$24,750;
Quebec, $5,000. The representatives
from Quebec had repeatedly asked
for improvements. A vote had been
asked for improvements at the entrance
to Chicoutimi harbour, but there was
nothing for it in the Estimates; never-
theless, it was important that some-
thing should be done. There were
reports made in regard to the Lower
St. Lawrence, but no sums were placed
in the Estimates for works there. Why
was the Province of Quebec placed in
that position? le did not suppose it
was purposely doue, but still the Pre-
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vince was neglected. Its coast line
was as long as that of any other Pro-
vince, a large portion of it being on
the Atlantic. He insisted on this
point, because he was satisfied that,
after the attention of the hon. the
Premier had been called to it, he would
be prepared to take the claims of the
Province into consideration next year.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he hoped he
would always take into consideration
the public interests, whether they
were connected with his own or any
other Province. He claimed that the
Govornment had carried out that
policy, and that the hon. member for
Charlevoix (Mr. Langevin) had no
ground at present for complaint. He
remembered the time when over half
a million had been spent on piers in
the Lower St. Lawrence and nothing
in Ontario ; and when an equal amount
was spent on slides and booms in Que-
bec and nothing in the other Province.
No person had complained of that ex-
penditure.

Mr. LANGEVIN: The elections
were carried against us on that ques-
tion.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Let us see what
we spent.

Mr. TUPPER: I do not think we
can balance the accounts of all the
Provinces to-night.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he ad not
raised the question; that was done by
the hon. member for Charlevoix (Mr.
Langevin), who had endeavoured to
make political capital out of it. lie
could not, however, pass by the subject
altogether without assuring the House
that no injustice had been done to the
Province of Quebec. With regard to
what the hon. gentleman called the
harbour of Chicoutimi, it was at the
upper end of a large, deep river. It
was not a harbour, but a more landing,
and there was a great difference
between a landing place in a river, and
a similar place for shipping in a har-
bour. He did not think it was the
duty of the Government to build
wharves at that point. He protested
against the allegation that the Pro-
vince of Quebec had been neglected.
The Government would fulfil its duty
without regard to any local or section-
al consideration whatever.

Mr. LANGEVIN.

Mr. MITCHELL said ho objected to
the hon. the Premier referring to
matters which took place fifteen or
twenty years before Confederation,
when the Provinces of Ontario and
Queboc were flying at each other's
throats. The county which he repre-
sented had not had justice.

Mr. TUPPEIR: We are not coming
down to counties.

Mr. MITCHELL: I represent a
county which has not had justice done
to it.

Mr. TUPPER: I can compare
favourably with you in that respect.

Mr. MITCHELL said then the hon.
member for Cumberland had not done
his duty. He entered his protest
against such a large expenditure being
made on the harbour of St. John, when
he was informed that nothing was to
be done this year at Miramichi. He
contended that a breakwater should be
built at Point Escuminac, which was
one of the most exposed points on the
shores of New Brunswick. He had
asked that a small sum be put in the
Estimates for erecting a breakwater
at that point.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

On Resolution 261, to provide for the
expenditure likely to be incurred in
connection with the proposed visit of
Ris Excellency the Governor General
to Manitoba, $8,000.00,

Mr. MITCHELL said this was an
item new in its character, and, as its
adoption would establish a bad prece-
dent, the House should give it some
little attention. Too much money was
spent in paying expenses connected
with the Government; the highest and
the lowest official seemed to have his
travelling expenses paid by the country.
He thought this would be an improper
appropriation of public money; it was
highly improper to vote sums of money
for the pleasure trips of His Excellency.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said this item
was put in at the suggestion of hon.
gentlemen opposite, who objected to
such expenses being charged to " un-
foreseen expenses" He thought the hon.
gentleman underrated considerably
the real practical value that had been
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derived to Canada at large from His
Excellency's visit to various portions
of the country under his. care and
charge. Wherever His Excellency
went, he did fulljustice to the resources
of the Provinces, and his words had
great weight in England and elsewhere,
and were largely commented upon by
the British press. But, while this was
important as an immigration agency,
there was another consideration. The
distant Provinces were apt to think
they were overlooked by gentlemen
here, and he thought a good feeling
was engendered in the minds of the
inhabitants of those Provinces by tho
personal visit of such a person as His
Excellency. He thought money ap-
propriated in this manner would, even
in a mere pecuniary sense, bring con-
siderable advantage to the country at
large.

Mr. MITCHELL: What did the trip
to British Columbia cost ?

Mr. CARTWRIGHT: I think the
total expondituro will be within
$20,000.

Mr. MITCHELL: I simply protest
against the priuiciple of such a grant.

Resolution read the second tine and
agrced to.

On Resolution 262, to meet expenfses
of Halifax Commission, $30,000,

Mr. TUPPER asked for an explana-
tion as to the object of this vote.

Mr. CARTWRIGIIT said it was
for the purpose of meeting the expen-
ditures incurred by Sir Alexander Galt
and the varions persons they would
have to employ to prepare the case
which was to be submitted to the Com-
mission. The fees of the legal gentle-
man and the sums which would have
to be paid w'ith regard to the witnessos
they would have to produce would
amount to a considerable sum. In any
case, the expenditure must necessarily
be rather considerable ; and,if thev suc-
ceeded in recovering even a moiety of
the amount which the hon. member for
Northumberland held these fisheries
to be worth to the country, this would
be a very small percentage on the sum
total.

Mr. TUPPER said he regretted this
last remark, as was an intimation of a
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divergence of sentiment between the
gentlemen who occupied the Treasury
benchs and their predecessors such as
was not calculated to promote the
objects of the C'mmission. It was an
unfortunate remark. Aside from
this, he did not understand why
they were called upon to pay anything.
This Joint Hligh Commission which
sat at Washington was an Imperial
Commission. It was very true that
the Government of England had very
properly given to the Government of
Canada an opportunity of having ro-
prosentation on the Commission. They
deferred to the wishes of the Govern-
ment of Canada. He took it for
granted that Sir Alexander Galt was
not going there as an officer of the
Govornment of Canada, but that ho
was appointed by the Imperial Gov-
ernment as a sequence to their former
action, and a means of carrying out
the objects of the Joint High Commis-
sion. He held that the expenses of
the sequence should be deait with in
precisely the same way by the Im-
perial Government as was done in
connection -with the expenses of the
Joint ligh Commission at Washing-
ton, by the Imperial Government,whici
was bound to protect Canadian inter-
ests, and provide the means of defray-
ing the expenditure in connection with
this matter.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that, if the
hon. gentleman would turn to page
183 of the Public Accounts, ho would
find an item of $11,307 which was
paid in consequence of an arrangement
made by the late Administration in
this relation.

Mr. TUPPER: At Washington?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Yes.

Mr. TUPPEiR: That may bc an
incidental expenditure.

Mr. MACKENZIE: It was not in-
cidental. It was by virtue of an exact
agreement; one-half was to be paid by
each Government.

Mr. MITCHELL said he did not
recollect such an arrangement having
been madc. It ivas spent,he presuned,
to secure desirable preliminary infor-
mation.
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Mr. MACKENZIE said thattbis oc-
curred in the fall of 1873 and in the
winter of 1874. It relatedto Mr. Roth-
ery's expeises; not to those of the Joint
ligh Commission.

Mr. MITCHELL: Have we paid
those expenses ?

Mr. MACKENZ[E : Yes.

Mr. MITCHELL said that not one
dollar of this sum should ever have
been paid. H1e now learnt of it for the
first titre ; a more useless expenditure
had never been made. le could not
understand why it was necesssary to
employ four legal gentlemen in pro-
paring this case for the Commission,
as the consequent expenses would be
very great. Hle believed that the
:Bill which would have to bepaid would
be such as would not only astonish the
British, but also the Aierican Govern-
ment. The Minister of Finance had
chosen to refer in a jocular way to the
amount he had had the honourto claim
t hat these fisheries were worth to
Canada. He made it on statis-
ties and facts furnished by officers
of the Department, and he
did not believe that the value was at
all exaggerated. He aiso believed
that this va]luation had been confirmed
by the present Minister of Marine and
Fisheries. Hie did not object to the
rate asked, but ho did not think that
they should be extravagant. le knew
that (oficers ini the Department pos-
sessed more information and talent,
serviecable in this regard, than any
outsido talent in the whole of Canada.
One or two solicitors were sufficient.
Hle recollected, however, that fault had
been fbund with hiîm for paying some
$400 to ie lIon. Wm. Mcl)ougall for
gathering information in the archives
of London. Ie had been attacked for
tins bv the hon. member for North
York, who was backed up by the gen-
tlemen ou the Treasury benches, bc-
cause that sam had been appropriated
in advance ; and yet lie found in the
Public Accounts that sums had already
been paid in this relation for prelimi-
nary meetings.

Mr. T UPPER said lie was open to
correction, but lie was satisfied that
the hon. gentleman was mistaken in
the statement that hud becn made.

Mr. MITCHELL.

Mr. Rothery had come to Canada dur
ing the crisis in which the late Gov-
ernment fell; he had not visited Wash-
ington at all; and ho (Mr. Tupper)
believed it would be found that not
one dollar of the expenditure mon-
tioned had been incurred by the late
Administratipn.

Mr. SMiITH (Westmoreland)
ai-rangement on which he was
was made by your Govern mont.

The
paid

Mr. TUPPER said he would be sat-
isfied of this when the hon. gentleman
gave evidence of it. Ie knew of no
such arrangement. lie spoke, how-
ever, from memory on the point. As
far as the Joint High Commission pro-
per was concerned, the expenditure
was borne by the Imperial Govern-
ment ; and the expenditure attending
this sequence should also be so borne.
This, however, would not preclude
them from spending money in getting
up the case, in order to pi-osent it as
strongly as possible. The amount in
question was insignificant compared
with the results aimed at. le wished,
while upon this subject, to draw atten-
tion to an important error into which
the First Minister had fallen with
relation to the Washington Treaty.
The hon. gentleman had declared, in
the most emphatie term s, in the House,
thai the Washington Treaty surren-
dered the canals of Canada irretriev-
ably, and placed their control entirely
beyond our jurisdiction. The hon.
gentleman was entirely mistaken. The
hon. gentleman had stated:

" We find ourselves, in consequence of that
Treaty of Washington, placed in an invidi-
ous position in regard to several matters.
There is a direct advantage given to theUnited
States in regard to the canal navigation that
no legislative and no administrative action
of ours can ever possibly overcone. When
the lon. gentleman came back from Wash-
ington, lie boasted that hbe lad obtained the
free navigation of the Yukon, the Stikeen and
the Porcupine, and fbr this lie gave away tne
free navigation of the magnificent St. Law-
ence ; he beng actually in a state of suprene
ignorance of the fact that we had the naviga-
tion of those rivers before. then, by a Treaty
with Russia in 1825, and in a more conplete
way too. We had the navigation of the
northern rivers of this continent, not only
for corinercial purposes, but for every other
purpose; and yet the hon, gentleman gave
away the free navigation of the St. Lawrence
to obtaiu navigation of these rivers for con-
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mercial purposes, and the immnediate result
is already a quarrel between the two coun -
tries as to whether er not a prisoner can b?
conveyed down the Stikeen River. We are
bouind by one of the clauses of that treaty to
give the United States the free use of ail the
canals of the Dominion, and they are bound
only to use their influence with the individual
States to secure for us the navigation of the
canals of the States contiguous to us, travers-
ing the bounldaries of the two countries. So
they placed as actually in a position of
inferioritv in Iis respect from which no nego-
tiation cau possibly deliver us; and the suc-
cessors of the lion. gentieman's Government
have been obliged to take a stand upon other
grounds in vindication of the rights of this
country to certain privileges in connection
with the navigation of these waters."

The hon. gentleman was entirely
nistaken with regard to the common

use or free navigation of the St. Law-
rence. So long ago as 1826, a most
elaborate discussion of the subject took
place, and the Imperial Government
then offered it to the United States as
a concession; but the offer was refused,
the United States demanding it as a
right, and stating that,unless they so
obtainei it, they would not accept it
at ab. And this was the reason and
the only reason why the free naviga-
tion of the St. Lawrence was not part-
ed with so long ago as 1826. Whether
the Treaty with Russia gave us these
rivers or not, on the face of this Treaty
appeared the fact that the United
States abandoned the position they
maintained in 1826, and accepted it as
a concession from the Government of
Great Britain. Every person under-
stood that the common use or right of
navigating the magnificent St. Law-
rence was a mere phrase without any
meaning in it whatever, as the navi-
gation of the St. Lawrence did not
amount to anything apart from the
navigation of the canals. He would
read a clause in the Treaty to show
the hon. gentleman that, by an Order
im Council to-morrow, notwithstanding
the Trenty, he could close every canal
in Canada against United States bot-
toms whilst leaving them open for the
free use of Canadian subjects ; there-
fore the hon. gentleman was under a
complete misapprehension when he
eupposed that legislative and adminis-
trative action regarding these canals
had been taken out of the hands of the
Government by this Treaty. The 27th
Article of the Treaty was as follows

" The Government of Her Britannic Majesty
engages to urge upon the Governmnent of the
Dominion of Canada to secure to the citizens of
the United States the use of the Welland, St.
Lawrence and other canals in tbe Dominion on
terms of equality witli the inhabilants of the
Dominion ; and the Governmsent of the United
States engages tiat the subjects of Her Britan-
nic Majesty shall enjoy the usc of the St. Clair
Flats' Canal on terms of equality with the in-
habitants of the United States; and,further,en-
gages to urge upon hie State Governments to
secure to the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty
the use of the several canals connected with
the navigation of the likes or rivers traversed
by, or contiguous to, the bouîndary-line between
the possessions of lie high contractinsg parties,
on terms of equality c ith the inhabitants of
the United States."

Then this was furtier provided:

I The Government of the United States may
suspend the right of carrying granted in favour
of the subjects of lier Britannic Majesty under
this article, in case the Dominion of Canada
should, at any time, deprive the citizens of the
United States of the use of the canals in the
said Dominion on terms of cquality with the
inhabitants of the Dominion, as provided iii
Article XXVII.'

So, in the first place, all that the
Imperial Government bound itself to do
was to use its influence with the Gov-
ernment of Canada to obtain the use of
these canals for the people of the
United States, in precisely the same
manner as the American Government
bound itself to use its influence wi th
the States' Governments, iii order to
secure to the people of Canada the use
of State Canals; and the proviso fol-
lowed that, if certain concessions with
reference to the carrying trade wero
withdrawn, other concessions inade by
the United States could be suspended.
It was, therefore, evident that the hon.
gentleman night, to-morrow, by a
stroke ofhsis pen in an Order in Council,
close our canals against the people of
the United States. This was an inpor-
tant point, and, deprived of the right
of dealing with the speeci of the lion.
gentleman on the occasion, in conse-
quence of the ruling of Mr. Speaker,
he now desired to correct the grave
and serious error into which the hon.
gentleman had fallen, because it led the
Canadian people to suppose that we
had deprived ourselives of the lever
which, at any time, we might use if
we desired it, for the purpose of obtain-
ing botter trade relations with the
United States.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had not
fallen into error, but had stated what
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was exactly, technically and literally
correct, and ho now reiterated it. The
article stated

" The Government of Her Britannic
Mnjesty engages to urge upon the Govern-
nent of the Dominion of Canada to secure to
the citizens of tie United States the use of'
the Welland, St. Lawrence, and other Canals
in the Doniiion on ternis of equality with
the inhabitants of the Dominion, adnd the
Grovernmîent of the United States engages
that the subjects of Her Britannic Macjesty
hmall enjoy the use of lte St. Clair Flats

Canal on terms of equality with the inhabi-
tants of the United States, and, further,
engages to urge upon the State Governments
to secure to te subjects of Her Britannie
Majesty the use of the several State Canals
connected with the navigation of tie lakes
or rivers traversed I)y or contiguous to tie
bondary line between the Possessions of
the iligi Contractinîg Parties on terms of
equailny with the inhabitants of the United
States."

There was a distinction at once. If
the cana!s on the Jpper Ottawa coild
be reached by American vessels, they
could be used, while the United States
only promisedt to use their influence
with the several States to allow us to
use the canals contiguous to the boun-
dary or waters traversed by the boun-
dary.

Mr. TUPPER: None of them lave
been con ceded. All that has been done
is that the Government of England bas
agreed to use ber influence with us.

Mr. MACKENZIE : I said that.
Mr. TUPPER: You said we were

placed beyond any administrative or
legislative action on our part.

Mr. MACKENZIE said his point was,
while certain canals only were to be
conceded to us by the United States,
we were to concede to the United
States the whole of our canals under
the same condition. He and the pre-
sent Government had taken the ground
that the canals connetting the Hudson
River with the lakes ough t properly to
come under these terms. They had
some difficulty in getting the right
ceonceded, and, when it was, it was so
hampered with conditions as to make
the use of the canal of very little good.
By the 30th Section of the Treaty, if
Canada refused the Americans the use
of our canals, they could refuse us the
riglt of transportation over their terri-
tory. The hon. gentleman had not

MIr. MACKENzIE.

shown that he was wrong about the
rivers. Our right to navigate theStikeen
and the Yukon Rivers was not so
great under the Washington Treaty
as ià was under the Treaty with
Russia, the conditions of which liad
not been altered by the purchase of
Alaska by the United States.

Mr. TUPPER held that he had
shown that under this treaty Canada
had the same right to close its canais
against the Americans whenever it
considered it desirable to do so.

Mr. MITCHELL: I have something
to sav.

Mr. IIOLTON rose to a point of
order. The discussion should be con-
fined to the item upon which concur-
rence was asked.

Mr. SPEAKER took the same view.

Mr. MITCHELL said England had
never protected our rights, and there-
fore the Treaty with Russia was of no
practical use.

Mr. HOLTON again rose to a ques-
tion of order.

Mr. MITCHELL objected to the
Canadian Government paying for Mr.
Rothery's mission as well as half the
expenses of the Commission.

Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) said
the payment was made on the basis of
an arrangement made with the Imperial
Government before the present Gov-
ernment here came into office.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
think not.

Mr. MITCHELL said lie had no
recollection of such an arrangement.

Resolution read the second time and
agreed to.

Resolutions referred to the Committee
of Ways and Means.

House resolved itself into Committeo
of Ways and Means.

(In the Committee.)

Resolutions agreed tò as follows:
1. Resolved, That towards making

good the supply granted to Her Majesty
for the financial year ending the 30th
June, 1877, the sum of $1,625,39.99
be grantel out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Canada.
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2. Resolved, That towards making
good the supply granted to Her Majesty
for the financial year ending the 30th
June, 1878, the sum of $16,286,576.52
he granted out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Canada.

Resolutions ordered to be reported.
Ilouse resumed.
Resolutions reported, read the second

time and agreed to.

THE SUPPLY BILL.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT then introduced
a Bill (No. 124) For granting to Iler
Majesty certain suns of money requi red
for defraying certain expenses of the
Public Service, for the financial years
ending, respectively, the 30th June,
1877, and 30th June, 1878, and for
other purposes relating to the Publie
Service.

Bill read the first, second and third
tines and passed.

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIA-
MENT.

EXPL ANATION.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALI) said
the hon. the Minister of the Interior had
called his attention to a report of his
remarks in the Mail on the Indepen-
donce of Parliament Act. Ie was re-
ported in that paper to have said :

The hon. gentleman (Mr. Milis) came up
to hiini and said 'I understand that some
of your friends intend to move against nem-
bers on this side, and I give you notice that
you and Mr. Rochester will be sued.'"

That was inaccurate. The remark
was " I give you notice that Mr. Ro-
chester vill be moved against." There
was no threat at al]. It was simply
a notification that, if pi-oceedings were
taken on that side of the House against
hon. members on the other, hon. mem-
bers on that side would be moved
agrainst.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD AND
CROWN SUITS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the following notice of motion by
the niember for North York had been
on the palper for somie days:-

" That an Order of the House do issue for a
statement of the suits and legal matters in
which the legal firrn of the Honourable Sir .John
A. Macdonald, M. P., or any partner of bis said
firm was instructfd by his Department to act
on behalf of the Crown, during the tenure of
bis office as Minister of Justice and Attorney
General of Canada, with the dates of such in-
structions and of the last action in each case."

le would ask the lion. gentleman to
mo-ve it, as he would like to obtain the
staternent for his own information.
le also desired to secure ihe dates.

Mr. DYMOND said le had been
anxious to make the motion. Ie
now moved it without remark.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
would like the hon. geniflemnan to in-
clude in the motion, the dates of the
commencemnent and end of the pro-
ceedi ngs.

Motion, as amended, agreed to as
follows:-

" Tiat an Order of the House do issue for a
statenent of the suits and legal matters in
which the legal firm of the Honourable Sir John
A. Macdonald, M.P., or any partner of bis said
firm was instructed by bis Department to act
on behalf of the Crown, during bis tenure of
office as Minister of Justice and Attorney Gen-
eral of Canada, with the dates of such instrue-
tions and of the last action in each case ; with
statements of the dates of the beginning and
conclusion of such suits and legal matters."

House adjouraed at
Fifty minutes past

One o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Saturday, 28th April, 1877.

The Speaker took the Chair at five
minutes before Three o'clock.

THE WASH INGTON TREATY AN)
FISHIERIES COMMISSION.

EXPLANATION.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he wished to
call attention to a conversation which
had taken place the night previous in
the House, when he had stated-and
his hon. friend the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries was of the same impres-
sion-that an arrangement was made
by the late Administration to pay one-
lalf of the salary of a spocial agent in
connection with the Fisheries Commis-
sion, and of the expense with relerence
to the Halifax Commission. He was
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not authorized to lay those papers on
the table, but ho might say that the
proposition was made on June 16th,
1873, in a despatch, to pay £1,000 in
addition to the usual travelling expen-
ses to this agent. One-half of the ex-
pense was to be borne by the Colonies
and one-half by the Imperial Treasury.
The Colonies were to bear the expense
relating to the preparation of the case,
and the Imperial Goverrnent the ex-
pense connected with the memorandum
of England, while the Colonies were to
share the expense of the proceedings at
Halifax. A telegrai of a subsequent
date from Sir John A. Macdonald stated
that the propositions were accepted,
and, on the Sth July, 1873, a formal
Order in Counicil was passed sanction-
ing the arrangement; and, under that
arrangement, the amount mentioned
in the Public Accounts in this regard
was paid. le brouglit down this state-
ment, in compliance with the request of
hon. gentlemen opposite, and in order
to put themselves right.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that the circumstances connected with
this expenditure had, the previous
evening, utterly escaped his memory,
as he had mentioned at the time. He
was quite satisfied with the statement
of his hon. friend. lie furtherdesired,
on behalf of an absent member-the
hon. member for King's, to make a
personal statement. His hon. friend
was charged, in the Montreal Witness,
with having made certain charges
against the seat of his bon. friend the
Minister of Customs, and with holding
them over the hon. gentleman's (Mr.
Burpee's) head for the purpose of
naking him uncomfortable during
recess. He desired, on bebalf of the
hon. member for King's, to say-
and his hon. friend the Minister
of' Marine and Fisheries would
verify the statement-that the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Domville), at the per-
sonal request of the Minister of Marinc
and Fisheries, had postponed the
motion with reference to which he had
given the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries notice; and the hon. gentle-
man did this with the distinct under-
standing that opportunity would be
given him to bring the case before the
Committee. The hon. gentleman as-
sented to this, and the witnesses were

Mr. MACKENZIE.

at once sumnmoned, and they would
have been here that night had it not
been ascertained that day that the
Committec would not sit to try the
case. He considered it due to the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Dornville) to
make this statement.

Mr. MITCHELL said that, when, on
the previous evening, ho had stated
that ho had no recollection of the ar-
rangement made touching the Fish-
eries Commission, he had stated what
at the time, and now, he believed to
be truc. He had never been aware of
such an arrangement; and this was
due to the fact that the arrangement
proceeded from the Department of
Justice. HUis hon. friend (Sir John A.
Macdonald) had assumed the responsi-
bility, and it was done in his absence.
le did not think that ho had ever
before up to this day seen the Order
in Council ; but the way in which the
question had been dealt with would
explain how, in a matter of fact so im-
portant in its character with relation
to the Department of Marine and
Fisheries, ho should have been so
ignorant. He rarely forgot a matter
of fact though ho might forget con-
versations.

GEORGIAN BAY BRANCH.

QUESTION.

Mr. TASCIIER1EAU said, before
the Session closed, lie would like to ask
the hon. the Premier a question touch-
ing the interests of the Province of
Quebec, on aceount of the disquieting
effect which had been produced in that
Province, owing to the rumours that
were provalent that the Government
intended to abandon the extension of
the Ottawa Valley Railway, which
would connect the Quebec railways
with the Canadian Pacifie Railway
system. This work had long been
expected by Quebee, and in this
expectation the Province had contract-
cd heavy obligations; and ho wanted
to know if the Government still
intended to subsidize the Canada
Central and build the Georgian Bay
Branch.

Mr. MACKENZIE: With reference
to the question put by the hon. mem-
ber for Montmagny, I have mereiy to

Georgian Bay Branch.
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say that I stated in the House, in reply
to the hon. the member for Terrebonne
(Mr. Masson), that the policy of the
Government with relation to building
the railway up the Ottawa Valley was
in no way changed, and that we con-
sidered tliat the subsidizing of the
Canada Central or some other road
running in the same direction was
essential to the scheme. The misfor-
tunes attending the contractor who had
the contract for the Georgian Bay
Braneh, and the subsequent exami-
nation of the country with a view to
making botter arrangements, if we
could, have occupied the time, so that
we have not been able to present to
Parliament at this Session the details
as to the manner in which the connec-
tion should be made, but the scheme
or plan originally proposed is still the
scheme of the Government. I stated
on a former occasion that the Govern-
ment would be prepared to recommend
to Parliament the importance of afford-
ing a junction at Portage du Fort
wherever it is proposed for the Quebec
system to cross the river. It is need-
less to say that many representations
have been made about the superior
capabilities of the Pembroke route and
the Pembroke Railway constructed
from that town. The Government arc
bound to consider what advantages that
may have, and, while they were
very anxious to consider this subject,
they have not at present been able to
make such progress which would
justify the Government in bringing
down any further proposition to Par-
liament at this Session, but they hope
to be in a position to do so next Ses-
sion. I cannot say anything more
definitely to the hon. gentleman, but
I believed what I said on a former oc-
casion to the hon. member for Terre-
bonne would be quite satisfactory.
The statement I now make is, perhaps,
a little more full and explicit than the
former one.

MARITIME CONTRACTS ACT.

QUESTION.

Mr. KILLAM said ho would like to
enquire of the hon. the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries if the Govern-
ment had any definite information with

regard to the Bill before the Imperial
Parliamentlast Session, which was, ho
believed, being also considered during
the present Session, relating to Insur-
ance and entitled Maritime Contracts
Act. He understood that it was the
intention of the Imperial Parliament
to make this Bill applicable to the
whole of Her Mijesty's Dominions.
The Bil, as it appeared before the Im-
perial Parliamont last year was radi-
cally bad in principle. But ho did not
objeet to it so much on this ground
as on the principle that the Imperial
Parliament had no right to interfere
with private contracts in this country.
The Bill was much more objectionable
than the one introduced in this House
last Session. Englishmen could legis-
late for themselves in any way they
chose, but it was entire}y too much to
expect the people of Canada to accept
legislation from the English Parlia-
ment in those matters which wero
under control of our own Parliament.
He hoped representations would be
made by the Government to the Im-
perial authorities to the effect that this
Bill, supposed to be in the interest of
Englishmen, would not be applied to
Canada.

Mr. SMITII (Westmoreland) said
the Government had made a remon-
strance in the sense indicated by the
hon. gentleman. The Bill was now
pending before thlinperial Parliament,
and the Government had sent a des-
patch protesting against any interfor-
ence with the riglits of Canada in this
respct.

THE SEAT FOR GLOUCESTER.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRIVILEGES
AND ELECTIONS.

Mr. IRVING presented the flrst and
second reports of the Select Committeo
on Priviloges and Elections.

The Sergeant-at-Arms announced
that a Messenger from His Excellency
was in attendance.

Sir JOHN A. MiACDONALD: This
is too bad. I object to the door being
opened until the report is read. IL is
very important, and it should be read.

Mr. SPEAKER: The door must bQ
opened. Admit the Messenger.

Routine Busines.
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Several lION. MEMBERS : Privi-
loge, privilege.

A Message froin His Excellency the
Governor General, by ihe Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod :-
"Mr.. SPEAàKER,-

" His Excellency the Governor General
commands this Honourable House to attend
immediately in the Chamber of the Senate."

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the
House, went up to attend lis Ex-
cellency.

In the Senate Chamber.
is Excellency was pleased togive,in

ler Majesty's name, the Royal Assent
to the following Bills, viz.:-

An Act to amend the Act respecting
Larceny and other similar offences.

An Act to amend the Act respecting
the Salaries of certain Judges.

An Act to make provision for im-
provements in Prison Discipline.

An Act to make better provision re-
specting the Geological and Natural
History Survey of Canada and for the
maintenance of the Museum in con-
nection therewith.

An Act to extend to the Province of
Prince Edward Island, certain Criminal
Laws now in force in other Provinces
of Canada.

An Act to extend the provisions of
section fifty-six of the Act thirty-four
Victoria, Chapter five, intituled an
Act relating to Banks and Banking
to the Bank of British North America.

An Act to authorize the Union For-
warding and Railway Compaiy to re-
duce its paid-up capital.

An Act respecting the Canada South-
ern Bridge Company.

An Act to change the name of the
Saint Francis and Megantic Interna-
tional Railway Company, to the In-
ternational Railway Company, and
for other purposes respecting the sanie.

An Act to amend the Act to incor-
porate the Globe Printing Company.

An Act concerning the Ottawa,
Vaudreuil and Montreal Railway Com-
pany.

An Act respecting the transfer of
Rockwood Asylum to the Province of
Ontario, and to amend the Peniten-
tiary Act of 1875.

An Act further to amend the Act to
Mr. SPEAKER.

incorporate the Canada Mutual Marine
Insurance Company.

An Act respecting La Banque
Jacques Cartier.

An Act to authorize and provide for
the winding-up of the Metropolitan
Bank.

An Act respecting the Niagara Grand
Island Bridge Company.

An Act respecting Procedure and
Evidence in -Oriminal Cases.

An Act to amend the Act respecting
Offences against the Person.

An Act to amend the Act to make
further provision in regard to the
Supreme and Exchequer Courts.

An Act to incorporate the Domin-
ion of Canada Civil Service Mutual
Benefit Association.

An Act to authorize the Royal
Canadian Insurance Company to re-
duce its Capital Stock; and for other
purposes.

An Act to amend the Act to incor-
porate the Ottawa Agricultural
Insurance Company.

An Actto provide for the safe custody
of prisoners in places where the Com-
mon Gaols become temporarily in-
secure.

An Act to amend the Railway Act,
1868.

An Act to extend the Act respecting
Trade Marks and Industrial Designs to
the Provinces of British Columbia and
Prince Edward Island.

An Act to incorporate the Union
Marine Insurance Company of Halifax,
Nova Scotia.

An Act to amend the Act for the
suppression of Gaming Houses.

An Act to revive and amend the Act
incorporating the Canada Atlantic
Cable Company.

An Act to incorporate the St. Law-
rence and Pacifie Railway Ferry Com-
pany.

An Act for - the Prevention of
Gambling Practices in certain Public
Conveyances.

An Act respecting the boundaries of
the Province of Manitoba.

An Act to niake provision for the
Extradition of Fugitive Criminals.

An Act to amend the Act relating to
the Inspection of Steamboats.

An Act to amend the Act incorporat-
ing the Montreal, Portland and Boston
Railway Company.

Assented to.(COMMONS.]
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An Act to incorporaie the Dominion
Grange of the Patrons of Hlusbandry
of Canada.

An Act to incorporate the Union
Atlantic Cable Company.

An Act to authorize the Town of
Kincardine, in the County 1f Bruce, to
impose and collect certain Tolls at the
Harbour in the said Town.

An Act to amend the Coteau and
>Province Line Railway and Bridge
.Act.

An Act to remove doubts as to the
iright to vote of Sharcholders in certain
Ban ks.

An Act to grant, additional powers
to the Springhill and Parrsborough

-Coal and Railvay Company (Limited).
An Act to amend an Act to impose

License Duties on Compounders of
;Spirits, to amend the Act respecting
the Inland Revenue, and to prevent the
.adulteration of' Food, Drink, and
Prugs.

An Act to authorize the ti ansfer of the
'Truro and Pietou Branch of the Interco-
lonial Railway to the person or cor-
pany constructing a line of railway
from New Glasgow to the Strait of
<Canso, and providing a proper ferry
4across the Strait.

An Act to provide for the employ-
-ment without the walls of Common
Gaols of prisoners sentenced to im-
prisonment therein.

An Act to 'make further provision
for the payment of the Active Militia
when called out in certain cases in aid
,of the civil power.

An Act to amend the law respecting
appeals from convictions before or
)rders by Justices of the Poe:ie.

An Act to amend the Act respect-
ing the Canadian Engine and Machin-
ery Company.

An Act respecting the Beaver and
-Toronto Mutual Fire Insurance Corn-
ipany.

An Act to amend the Act to incor-
,porate the Bridge Company of Rivière
,du Loup in the County of Maskinongé.

An Act respecting Tolls in the Har-
tour of Montreal.

An Act to amend the Act to incor-
porate the National Investment Com-
pany of Canada (Limited).

An Act to make provision against
the improper use of Firearms.

120

An Act to repeal certain laws mak-
ing breaches of contract of service
criminai, and to provide for the pul-
ishment of certain breaches of contract.

An Act to transfer the management
of certain harbours, piers and break-
waters from the Department of Publie
Works to the Departnent of Marine
and Fisheries.

An Act to amend the Post Office
Act, i875.

An Act to anend the Act respecting
the Culling and Measuring of Timber.

An Act to provide for the paymient
of travelling allowanees to the Di.trict
or County Court Judges in the Pro-
vince of British Columba.

An Act respecting the Measurernent
of Steam Ships registered under the
repealed Act of the late Province of
Canada.

An Act to amend an " Act respecting
the Inland Revenue."

An Act to amend and consolidate
certain Acts respecting Insurance.

An Act to amend the Act incorpo-
rating the Union Life and Accident
Insuirance Company of Canada, and to
change the name thereof to the " Union
Assurance C(ompany of Canada."

An Act respeeting the Great Seals
of the Provinces of Canada, other than
Ontario and Quebec.

An Act to amend the Act intituled
An Act to incorporate the London
and Ontario Investment Company
(Limited).

An Act to incorporate the Pickering
larbour Company (Limited) and to

authorize it to collect tolls.
An Act to establish a Court of Mari-

time Jurisdiction in the Province of
Ontario.

An Act to amend the insolvent Act
of 1875, and the Act amerding the
same.

An Act to amend the Act thirty-
seven Victoria, chapter fifty, respect-
ing Permanent Building Societies in
Ontario.

An Act to incorporate La Société de
Construction de St. Jacques as a
Permanent Building Society, and for
other purposes.

An Act to incorporate the Cana-
dian Securities Company (Limited).

An Act to amend the Act to make
further provisions for the management

Bills& [APrai 28, 187-7.]
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of Permanent Building Societies carry-
ing on business in the Province of
Ontario.

An Act to amend the Act incorporat-
ing the British Canadian Loan and
Investment Company (Limited).

An Act to a'mend and consolidate
the Acts respecting the Customs.

An Act for the repression of Betting
and Pool Selling.

An Act to amend the Law respect-
ing the incorporation of Joint Stock
Companies by Letters Patent.

An Act to amend certain Acts
respecting duties of Customs and
Excise.

An Act respecting the claim of the
Dominion on the Northern. Railway
Company of Canada.

An Act respecting the Act further
securing the Independence of Parlia-
ment.

An Act to incorporato the Domin-
ion Building Society under the name
of " The Dominion Mortgage Loan
Company."

An Act respecting the Northern
Railway of Canada.

An Act to amend the North-West
Territories Act, 1875.

An Act to amend the Pilotage Act
of 1875.

An Act to make further provision
respecting the constituting and man-
agement of Building Societies in the
Province of Quebec.

An Act further to amend the Acts
to provide for the management of the
Hiarbour of Quebec and the Pilotage
Act of 1873.

An Act respecting certain Ordnance
and Admiralty Lands in the Provinces
of Ontario and Quebec.

An Act to provide for the inspection
of Petroleum.

An Act to amend the Act respecting
Weights and Measures.

The Titles to the following Bills
were then read:-

An Act for the relief of Mary Jane
Bates.

An Act for the relief of Walter
Scott.

An Act for the relief of Martha
Jemima lawkshaw Holiwell.

To these Bills, the Clerk of the
Senate, by Ris Excellency's command,
did therènpon say:

"Hie Excellency the Governor Generall
doth reserve these Bills for the significatiot.
of Her Majesty's pleasure thereon."

The Speaker of the House of Com-
mous then said:

"MAY IT PLEASE YouR EXCELLENCT:-

"The Commons of Canada have voted the-
supplies required to enable the Government?
to defray the expenses of the Public Service

" In the naine of the Conimons I present
to Your Excellency a Bill intituled an Act
for granting to Her Majesty certain suns of-
nioney requied for defraying certain ex-
penses of the Public Service for the financial
years ending respectively the 30th June,
1877, and the 30th Jurie, 1878, and for uther-
purposes relating to the Publie Service, o-
which I humbly request your Excellency's
assenit."

To this Bill the Royal Assent was-
signifie I in the following words :-

"In Her Majesty's name, His Excellency
the Governor General thanks Hei loyalX
subjects, accepts their benevolence, and
assents to this Bill,"

His Excellenc-y the Governor-Gen-
eral was then pleased to address the-
two flouses in the following Speech

"Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate:
" Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

"In relieviug you from further attendance-
in Parliament, I beg to convey to you my-
thanks for the diligence with which youx
have applied yourselves to the performauce-
of your duties.

" Amog the numerous measures you have-
paseed are eeveral of considerable public;
importance.

" The improved provision for the incopor-
ation of Joint Stock Companies will, I trust,
tend to the establishment of such companie.
under the operation of sound general rules,
ratber than by special and exceptional legis-
lation.

" The law an to Insurance Companies wili,
add to the existing securities of Canadiamw
insurers.

" The alteration of the duties on petroIeur
will confer a great boon to the masses of ibe-
population.

" The vast shipping intereets of our great
inland seas will be benefitted by tLe exten-
eion to the trade on those waters of rights.

and remedies, the utility of which has bee.

recognized by long experience.

Sp-eech.[COMMONS.]
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" The law providing for the extradition of

fugitive criminals vill enable Canada to

discharge efficiently her part of the engage-

ments ol the Empire in this important par-

ticular.

8 Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

"In Her Majesty's name, I thank you for
the Supplies you have so cheerfully voted. I
will take care that they are expended with
due regard to econony.

4c Hionourable Gentlemen of the Senate:

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

" The Conmissioners named under the

Treaty of Washington havirg been at lengti

appointed, the Commission will shortly be

organized at Halifax. I have taken steps to

ensure a full and fair presentation of the

case of Canada. I trust the negotiations

may realize all our expectatioi s.

"I have now only to give expression

to my earnest hope that on your return

to your several homes you may meet with

evidences of growing prosperity, and

that, before you are again called upun to

meet together in your representative capacity

the passing cloud ou our Trade and Coin-

merce will have disappeared."

The Parliament of the Dominion of
Canada was then prorogued to Thurs-
day, 7th June, next.

The Speech. 1899
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Baddeck, Defalcations at.
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1072.
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Administration of Montreal Harbour Board,

Sorel, 1530.
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1Q, 796; 20 ordered, 876; 20, 949; 30,

1040.
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Btyield Hf rbour, Lake Huron.
Question, 98.

Beaver and Toronto Insurance
Company ±3iiu.

10, 122; 2°, 353; 30, 948.

BECHARD, Mr.
The Address, 8.
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Richelieu, 73.
Le Crédit Foncier du Bas Canada, 114.
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BENOIT, Mr.
Richelieu River Fisheries, 1074.

BERNIER, Mr.
Commercial Agencies, 367.

BERTRAM, Mr.
Trent River Works, 338.
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The Tariff, 591, 592.
Government business, 1440.
Supply, 1499, 1589
Intercolonial Railway, 1519.
Northern Railway Company, 1819.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1862.

BILLS.
Bill (No. 1) Respecting the Administration of

Oaths of OJice.-(J1r. Mackenzie.)
10, 2.
Bill (No. 2) To repeal the Insolvent Acts now

in force zu the Dnminion of Canada.-(JIr.
Barthe.)

1, 24; 2c proposed, 83, 279, 353.
Bill (No 3) Respecting Procedure and Evi-

dence in criminal cases.-(Mtr. Irving.)
10, 42 2-, 201 3; , 574.
Bill (No. 4) To repeal the Act 37 ictoria,

Chapter 49, intituled: "An Act to authorize
Corpoations and institutions incorporated
without the limits of Canada, to lend and
invest moneys threin."-(Mr. Blain.)

1, 42; 20 postponed, 204 2° 1043;
Bill (No. 5) To annd the Act relating to

Criminal Procedure, by allowing persons
charged with crime ta give evidence as
witnessenfor the defence.-(iMr. Dymond.)

1, 42; 20 postponed, 204 ; 2° proposed, 574;
Bill withdrawn, 584.

Bill (No. 6) To incorporate the M4laitland
Marine Insurance Company.-(iMIr. Goudge.

1, 78 ; 20, 98.
Bill (No. 7) To amend the Act respecting

Weights and Measures.-(Mr. Bolduc.)
10, 96 ; Order discharged, 368.
Bill (No. 8) Respecting the St. Francis and

MIegantic International Railway Company.
1( r. Brooks.)

10, 96; Urder discharged, 122.
Bill (No. 8) To change the name of the St.

Fr ncis and Megantic International Rail-
way Company, to the International Railway
('ompany, and for other purpose.-(JIr.
Brooks.)

10, 247 ; 2c, 351 ; 30, 596.
Bill (No. 9) Respecting the Canada Southern

Bridge 'oimpany.-( ir. Casey.)
10, 96; 20, 257; 30, 596.
Bill (No. 10) To amend the Act incorporating

the Lon:ion and Canada Bank.-(Mtr.
Bark.)

10, 96 ; 20, 257.
Bill (No. 11) To anend the Insolvent Act of

1875, with reference to liabilities between
traders and non-traders.-(Mr. Landerkin.)

l, 96; Order discharged, 368.
Bill (No. 12) To grant addttional powers to

the Springhill and Parrsborough Coal and
Railway Company (Limited).-(Mr. Dom-
ville.)

10, 96; 20, 352; 30, 1042
Bill (No. 13) To incorporate the Dominion of

Canada Civil Service Mutual Benefit Asso-
ciation.-( Mr. Woo-I.)

10, 122; 2°, 257; 30, 540.
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Bill (No. 14) To amend the several Acts incor-
porating the Montreal, Portland and Boston
Railway Company.-(lr. Baby.)

10, 122; 20, 257; 3Q, 596.
Bill (No. 151 To amend the Insolvent Act of

1875; and to make the said Act operative
within the temporary Judicial District of
Nipissing.-(fr. White, North Renfrew.)

10, 122; Order discharged. 552.
Bill (No. 16) Respecting the Beaver and To-

ronto Mutual Fire Insurance Company -
(Mr. Bowell.)

10, 122; 20, 353; 30, 948.
Bill (Na. 17) To extend the provisions of sec-

tion 56 of the Act 34 Victoria, chapter 5,
intituled: " An At relating to Banks and
Banking," to the Bank of British North
America.-(M1r. Frazer.)

1o, 122 ; 20, 257 ; 30, 540.
Bill (No. 18) To ma/ce better provision respec-

ing the Geological and Natural listory
Survey of Canada, andfor the maintenance
of the Museun in connection therewith.-
(Mfr. M/ills.)

10, 122; 2Q, 311; 30, 488.
Bill (No. 19) To amenn and consolidate as

amended the Arts respecting the Customs. -
(Mr. Burpee, St. John.)

1Q, 643;- 20,' 1021; 30,' 1117.
Bill (No. 20) To amend the Act of incorp -

ration of the London and1 Ontario Investment
Company (Limite).- (3fr. Macdonald,
Centre Toronto.)

1°, 184 ; 21, 257 ; 3', 1042.
Bill (No. 21) To amen I the Act 37 Victoria,

chapter 57, respecting Permanent Building
Societies in Ontario.-(M)fr. Hall.)

1", 184; Order postponed, 369 20, 702; 3°,
1395.

Bill (No. 22) To incorporate the "Dominion
Grange oj the Patrons of lHusbandry."-
(jfr. Rymal.)

10, 184; 20, 257; 30, 889.
Bill (No. 23) To extend to the Province of

Prince Edvard Island certain of the cri-
minal laws now in force in other Provinces
of Canada.-(Mr Blake.)

10, 184; 21, 317 ; 3°, 400. Senate amend-
ment agreed to, 684.

Bill (No. 24) To amend the Act respecting
larceny and other simiar offences.-(Mr.
Blake.)

10, 184; 20, 319; 3°,400.

Bill (No. 25) To amend the Act incorporating
the Canada Atlantic Cable Company.-3fr.
Thomson, Welland.)

10, 202; 20, 351; 3, 619.
Bill (No. 26) To vest the property and powers

of the Pickering Harbour and Road Joint
Stock Company, in Joseph Harris fc-
Clellan.-(JMr. Gibbs, South Ontario).

10, 202 ; 2°, 351 ; 3-, 1042.

Bill (No. 27) To amend the Act respecting
Qfences against the Person.-(Jfr. Blake.)

10, 202; 2-, 319; 3°, 401.

Bill (No. 28) Respecting the Niagara Grand
Island Bridge Company.-(MJr. Thomson,
Welland.1

10, 247 ; 20, 351 ; 30, 619.

Bill (No. 29) To amiend the Act passed in the
39th year of ler Jajesty's Reign, intituled:
'- An Act to incor-porate the British Cana-
dian Loan and Inivestnent Company (Limit-
ed).">-(1r. Young)

10, 247; 2°, 351 ; 30, 1042.

1½.

Bill (No. 30) To incorporate the Union Marine
Insurance Company of Halifax, Nova Sco-
tia -(Mr. Jones, Haliax.)

10, 247; 20, 351 ; 3, 698.
Bill (No. 3l) To aulh orize and provide for the

windinq up of the Metropolitan Bank.-
(4fr. Workman.)

10, 247 ; 20. 352 ; 30, 698.
Bill (No. 32) Respecting La Banque Jacques

Cartier.--(Mr. Jette).
10, 247; 20, 351; 3, 698.
Bill (No. 33) To incorporate La Société de

Construction St Jacques, as a permanent
Building Society, and for other purposes.

10, 247 ; 2°, 351; 30, 1138.
Bill (No. 34) To amendi the Act to incorporate

the Ottawa Agricultural Insurance Com-
pany.-(Jfr. ,Rochester.)

10, 247; 20, 352; 30, 812.
Bil (No. 35) Concerning the Ottawa, Vau-

dreuil and Montreal Railway Company.-
(3fr. liHagar.)

1°, 247 ; 20 351 ; 30, 596.
Bill (ŽNo. 36) To amend and consoliclate the

several Acts respecting Insurance.-(MIr.
Cartwright.)

1, 248; 20, 32( ; 30, 1194.
Bill (No. 37) Relating to the protest of Inland

Bills, in the Province of Nova Scotia.-(Mr.
Jones, lalifaix.)

10, 269; 20, 369 ; Bill withdrawn, 1360.
Bill (No. 38) Respecting proce lure in criminal

cases in New /Jrunswick.-(Jlr. Palmer).
1°, 269: Bill withdrawn, 540.
Bill (No. 39, To repeal the Insolvent Act of

1875, and all Acts passed in amendment
thereof-(Jr. Palmer.)

1°, 269; Bill withdrawn, 511.
Bill (No. 40) Respecting the transfer oj the

Rockwood Asylum to the Province of Ontario
and to amend the Penitentiary Act of 1875.-
(.Mr. Blake.)

1°, 271 ; 2°, 489; 30, 588.
Bill (No. 41) To establish a Court of Maritime

Jurisdzction in the Province f Ontario.-
(Mr. Blake.)

1°, 271; 20, 640; 30, 1441; Senate amend-
ment concurred in, 1710.

Bill (No. 42) To authoriz3 the Town of Kin-
cardine, in the Coun/y ot Bruce, ta impose
and collect certain tolls at the h.crbour in the
said town.-( jfr. Gillies.)

10, 310; 2°, 409 ; 31, 889.
Bill (No. 43) To authorize the Union Forward-

ing and RailwayCompany to reduce itspaid-
up capita.-(JMr. Currier.)

1°, 310; 2-, 409; 30 619.
Bill (No. 44) To amend the Art to incorporate

the Bridge Company of Rivière-lu-Loup, in
the County qf Maskinonge.-(Jfr. Boyer.)

10, 310; 2°, 409; 30, 1138.
Bill (No. 45) To incorporate th St. Lawrence

and Pacific Railway Ferry Comtpany.-(Mr.
Jetté.)

10, 310; 20, 409; 3>, 698.
Bill (No. 46) To incorporate the Union Cable

Company.-(Mr. Jetté.)
10, 310; 2ç, 409; 3°, 197.
Bill (No. 47) To amend the Dominion Elec-

tions Act of 1874.-(Mr. Richard.)
14, 310 ; 2° pioposed, 557; Bill withdrawn,

559.
Bill (No 48) To grant additional powers to the

Albert Railway Conpany.-(Mlr. Domville).
1 , 310; 2Q, 409; 30, 1042; consideration of

Senate amendment postponed, 1879.

[INDEX.]
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Bill (No. 49) To amend the .4ct respecting the
Election of Members to the Rouse o Com-
Mons.-(.ir. Cook.)

10, 311; Bill witbdrawn, 902.
Bill (N o. 50) To amend the Act 37 Victoria,

chapter 4.-(r. Blake.)
13, 321; 2°, 401; 30, 488.
Bill (No. 51) l'o extend the Powers of the

Montreal Loan and Mortgage Compan y.-
(Ai'. lton.)

101 337; 211, 409.
Bill (,N o. 52) To further amend the Act to in-

corporate the Canadian Mutual Jiarine In-
surance Company.-(,Mr. Domville.)

1o, 337; 2°, 409; 3°, 797.
Bill (No. 53) l'o make Jurther provisions for

the estabsishment and management of
Building ÀSocieties in the Province of
Quebec.-(Mr. Jetté.)

1'>, 337; 20, 699; 30, 1395.
Bill (No. 54) To authorize the construction oj

Waterworks by Joint Stock Uompanies.-
(Mr. Jetté.)

1° 337; 20, 1043.
Bill (No. 55) To make further provisions for

improvements in Prison Discip-'zne.-(Mr.
Blake.)

10, 337; 20, 488 ; 30, 552.
Bill (No. 56) For the Prevention of Gambling

in certain public conveyances.
10 , 338; 20, 488; in Committee, 553; 30, 640.
Bill (No. 57) To authorize the Royal Canadian

Insurance Company to reduce ets Capital
Stock, andfor other p urposes.-( Mr. Jetté.)

10, 367; 20, 409; 3', 797.
Bill (No 58) To change the name of the Do-

minion Building Society to that of the City
Mortgage Loan Company, and to change,
amenI, and, in certain cases, to increase the
powers of the said Society.-(Mr. Ouimet.)

1°, 367 ; 2-, 540 ; 30, 1138.
Bill (No. 59) To amend the Act incorporating

the Union Lufe anl Accident Assurance
Company of Canada, and to change the
name to the Union Assurance Company of
Canada.-(1r. irkpatrtck.)

1", 367; 2', 409; 30, 1208.
Bill (No. 60) lo amend the Insolvent Act of

1875, and the Act in amendment thereof.
(Air. Blake )

1, 400 ; 20, 641; 30, 1146; Senate amend-
ments con curred in, 1710.

Bill (No. 61) T, incorporate the Canadian
Secarities Company (Limited.)-(MIr. Cas-
grain.)

1, 435; 2', 540; 30, 1208.
Bill (No. 62) Respecting the Northern Rail-

way oj Canada.-(Mr. Macdonald, Centre
Toronto.)

10, 436 ; 20, 1375; 30, 1755.
Bill (N o. 63) To authortze municipalities kto

pass by-laws to provide means of escape for
personsgfalling into the water in the vicinity
of wharves and docks.-(Mr. Cook.)

10 , 436 ; 20, 1077.
Bill (No 64) To a mend the Acts relating to the

Supreme and Exchequer Courts.-(Mr.
Blake.)

10, 436; 20 and 3", 588.
Bill (No. 65) To make provisionfor the Extra-

dition of Fugitive Criminals.-(r. Blake.)
1O, 524; 2o, 710; 30, 783.
Bill (No. 66) To repeal certain laws making

breaches of contracts of service criminal, and
to provide for the punishment o certain
breaches of contrac.-(Mr. Blake.)

1°, 524; 20, 855; 30, 1054.

Bill (No. 67) To ameni the law respecting
the Incorporation of1Joint Stock Companies
by letti rs patent.-( Mr. Cartwright.)

1", 524; 20, 711 ; 30, 1145.
Bll (No. 68) Por the better protection af life

ana property in the Mines o British Colum-
bia.-(Mr. Bunster.)

10, 524; bill withdrawn, 889.
Bill (No. 69) To declare Lije Assurance policies

non-forestable.-(Mr. Trow.)
10, 525; Bill withdrawn, 700.
Bill (No. 70) To preserve to the electors of the

village of Stoujville the continuance of their
representation en Parliament, to the respec-
tve electoral divisions in which they were
piaced bejore the incorporation of the said
village.-(Milr. Metcalfe.)

10, 618 ; 20, 892 ; Bill withdrawn, 1139.
Bill (No. 71) To repeat the Act 36 Victoria,

chapter 47, intituted, " An Act respecting
Weights and Measures."-(MIr. Jones, Hals-
ax.)

10, 618.
Bill (No. 72) To amend the Act to incorporate

the Globe Printng Company.-( Jr. Blain.
1o, 684; 20, 798; 3', 889.
Bill (No. 73) Relating to Stamps on Promis-

sory Notes and Bills of Exchange.-~Mr.
Irving )

10, 684.
Bill (N o. 74) To amend the North- West Terri-
jtories A4ct, 1875 -(Mr. Mle.) aeaed

1", 685; 20 1065; 30, 1085 ; Senate amend-
ments concurred in, 1872.

Bill (No. 75) l'o extend the Act respecting
traae marks and industrial designs to the
Provinces of Prin e Edward Island and
dritish Columbia. -(Ar. Jilake.)

10, 685; 20 and 30, 848.
Bill (No. 76) To amend the Railway Act of

1868.-(Mr. Blake.)
1, 685; 2Q and 30, 848.
Bill (No. 77) To provide for the safe custody

of prisoners en places where the common
gaots become terporarily insecure.- Mr.
Blake.)

19, 685 ; 20 and 3', 848.
Bill (No. 78) To amend the law with reference

to appealsfrom convictions made by Justices
of the Peuce.-(Mr.lake.)

10, 685; 2-, 849; 3, 1165.
Bill (No, 79) To make provision against the

improper use of firearms.-( dlr. Blake.)
10, 685 ; 2", 849; 30, 1222.
Bill (No. 80) lo amend the Act for suppress-

ing gaming houses.-(Mir. Blake.)
10, 685; 2o, 853 ; 30, 904.

Bill (No. 81) To amend the Act respecting
larcenly and other sinilar ofences.-(Mr.
Guthrze.)

1>, 685; 21, 892.

Bill (No. 82) To authorize the transfer of the
Truro and Pictou Branch of the Intercolo-
nial Railway to the person or company con-
structing a line of ra>/way tromi New Glas-

gow to tie Sti ait of Canso, and providing a
proper ferry across the ,Strait.-(Mr
Mackenzie.)

1, 710; 3', 1020; 3', 1051.
Bill (No. 83) To anli nd the Acts relating to e

inspection 0 1 seamboats.-(Mr. Sm ,
Westmoreland.)

1°, 785; 29, 905; 30, 1020.
Bill (No. 84) For the relief of Walter Sctt.--

(Mr. McCarthy.)
1, 811; 20 ordered, 875; 2°, 948; 3%, 1039.

[INDEX.]
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Bill (No. 85) For the relief of Mary, Jane
Bates.-(Mr. Trou.).

1°, 796; 2Q ordered, 879; 20. 949; 80, 1040.
Bill (No. 86) To amenI "An Act to impose

license dues on compounders of spirits; to
amend the Act respecting the Intand Reve-
nue, and to prevent th aduiteration of food,
drink and dru ."-(Mr. Laßeimme).

10, 854; 20, 1064; 30, 1084.

Bill (No. 87) Res pecting the boundaries of the
Province of Janifoba.-(Mr. Mills).

10, 874; 20 and 3. 1021.
Bill (No. 88) To requlate the floatinq of cord-

wood on the River St. Francis -(Mr. Gill).
10, 875; 2Q, 1139.

Bill (No. 89) To provide greater convenience
and safety for isenqers on railways in
Cnda. -(lr. Trow.)

10, 875 ; 20, 1139.
Bill (No 90) R"s'.etn toJll in the Hfar-

bour of Montrea.-(Mr. Snith, Westmore-
lani.)

10, 904; 20 and 3", 1064.

Bill (No. 91) To amen the Act respecting the
Inlani Revenue -(f r. Laflamme.)

10, 904; 20, 1064; 30, 1404.
Bill (No. 92) burthr to amend the Act to pro-

vide for the insp-ction of gas and gas
meters.-(Jir Ladimme.)

10, 905; Bill withdrawn, 1769.

Bill (No. 93) For the Relief of Martha Temima
Ha vkshaw Holiwell.-( Ir. Caneron.)

10, 936; 20. 978; 30, 1138.
Bil (No. 94) T) provide for the employment

without the walls of commo-n gaols, of
prisoners sent--nce i to imprisonment therein.
-(Mr. lake.)

1O0, 977 ; 2°, 1062 ; 3°, 1116.

Bill (No. 95) For f he r-pression of betting and
pool-sellinq.-(Mr. Blake.)

10, 977; 20, 10132; 30, 1441.
Bill (No. 961 To arn-nd the Post Office Act,

1875.-(Mr. R/ake.)
10, 977 ; 2P, 1063; 30, 1084.
Bill (No. 97) To amen' the Nataional Tnvest-

ment Comoany Incorporation Act.-(Mr.
Blain.)

10, 1051; 20, 1065 ; 30, 1375.

Bill (No.- 98) To amen i the Côteau and
Province Line Railway and Bridge Act.-
Mr. Currier.)

10, 989; 20, 1042; 30, 1208.
Bill (No. 99) To amend the Act respecfing

the Canadian Engine and ilMachinery Com-
panyv -(IMr. Workman.)

1Q, 1009; 20, 1042; 30, 1375.

Bill (No. 100) To incorporate the Canada
Traffic Companyl.-(Mr. Workmaa.)

1Q, 1009; 2', 1042; 30, 1645.
Bill (No. 101) T> amend the Act respecting

Permanent Building Societies.-(Mr. Wood.)
20 postponed, 1078 ; 20, 1144.

Bill (No. 102) To make further provision for
the payment of the Active Militia when
called out in certain cases in aid of the civil
power.-(Mr. Blake.)

10, 1061; 20 and 30, 1152.
Bill (No. 103) To amend the Act respecting the

culling of timber.-.-(Mr. Laflamme.)
In, 1081; 20, 1166; 30, 1441.

Bill (No. 104) To provide for the aimiesion qf
fish and fish-oil into Canaia, inspected in

ewfoundland.-( Mr. Laiamme.)
10, 1083 ; 20 and 30, 1168.

BIL BIL

Bill (No. 105) Tofurther ameni the Acts to
provi le for the ma rnaqement and improvement
of th erirbour of Qu>'b-c, an t "l the Pilot-
aq. Act of 1873".-(MKr. Smith, Westmore-
lan'?.)

1°, 1083; 2°, 1628 ; 30, 1666.

Bill (No. 106) Respectinq the measurement of
ships reqitered under the repeale Act of
the late Province of Canad'.-(ifr. Smith,
Westmoreland )

10, 1164; ?0, 1317 ; 30, 1396.
Bill (No. 107) T> remna doubts as to the riqht

to vote of shareholders in certain Banks.-
( r. Cartwrig7ht )

1, 1164; 20 and 3° 1222.

Bill (No. 108) To amend the Act fuirther to
amend the Pilotage Act of 1875.-(Mr.
Smitth, Weetmor-land).

1°, 1164; 20, 1317: 30, 1397 ; Senate amend-
mentse >ncurred in, 1872.

Bill (No. 109) To amend the Acts respecting
duties of Customs and Excise. - Mr.
Cartwright).

1q, 1192; 2°, 1841 ; 30, 1851.

Bill (NTo. 110) To tranqfer the management of
certain hartbours, piere and breakwaters
from the Department of Public Works to the
Department of Marine and Fisheries.-(Mr.
Smitht, Westmoreland?).

10, 1192 ; 20 ad 30, 1317.
Bill (No. 111) Resoecunq certain Ordnance

an? Admiralty lanjs in th Provinces of
Ontario and Qutebec.-(Mfr. Mills).

10. 1396; 20, 1664; 3°, 1760.

Bill (No. 112) To provide for the Inspection of
Petroleum.-(Mr. Lalamme).

10, 1404; 20, 1628; 30, 1760.
Bill (No. 113) To provide for the payment qf

traveilinq allowances to certain Judges of
British Colimbia.-(3Mr. Blake).

10, 1404; 20 and 30, 1498.

Bill (No. 114) Pcr defininq and rendering
uniform the powners of rertain loan companies
therein mentioned -(Wr. Cartwright).

10, 1438; 20, 1661.
Bill (No. 1l,) Respectinq the Great Seais of

the Provinces of Canada. other than Ontario
and Quebec.-(iMr. Riake).

10, 1438; 29 and 3°, 1666.

Bill (No. 116) To mke provision for the more
e ffectual securinq the observance, by Railway
Companies, of the law requirinq equality of
treatment in the manaqement of traffîc, and
imposition of rates and tolls.-(Mr. Irving).

10, 1529.
Bill (No. 117) To amen the Act to incoraorate

the Manitoba Tiunction Railway Company.
-(Mr. Thompson. ITaldimani).

10, 1529; 20, 1569; Bill withdrawn, 1R09.
Bill (No. 118) To amen? the Act 31 Victoria,

chapter 5, intitued : " An Act r especting the
au iiting of the Public Accounts."-(Mr.
Cartwright).

10, 1595; 20, 1765; 30, 1822.

Bill (No. 119) To amend the Act respecting
Weiqhts and ifeasures.-( Mr. Lafßamme).

10, 1611 ; 20 and 30, 1825.
Bill (No 120) .To ameni the Indian Act, 1876.
-(Mr. Mills).
10, 1627 ; 20, 1764; Bill withdrawn, 1840.

Bill (No. 122) Respecting the Act further
securina the Independence of Parliament.-
(Air. Mackenzie).

1, 1809; 20, 1851 ; 30, 1867.
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Bill (No. 123) To provide for the arrangement
of certain claims of the Government of
Canada upon the Northern Railway Com.
pany.-(Mr. Cartwright.)

1, 2° and 30, 1840.
Bill (No. 124) For granting to lier Majesty

certain -ums of money required jor defray-
ing certain expenses of the Public Service,
jor the financial years ending respectively
the 30th .June, 1877, and 30th June, 1878,
an i for other purposes relating to the Public
Service.-(Mr. Cartwright.)

10, 20 and 30, 1893.

Bills assented to, 1896.
Bille reserved, 1898.

BLAIN, Mr.
Foreign Corporation Loans,

42, 204, 1043, 1045.
Hour of Adjournment, 99, 102.
Supply, 249, 806.
Insolvent Act repeal, 288.
insurance Act Amendment Bill, 320, 1084,

1211, 1222.
Ontario Building Societies Bill, 369.
The Tariff, 524, 588.
Globe Printing Company Bill, 684, 798,

889.
Quebec Building Societies Bill, 699.
Non-forfeitable Life Assurance Policies, 701.
Welland and St. Lawrence Canals, 837,

1046, 1050, 1051.
Breaches of Contracts, 860, 864, 867, 1014,

1017.
National Investment C ompany Incorporation

Act amendrnent, 1065, 1375.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1759, 1838.
Indepenidence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1857, 1866.

BLAKE, Mr.
Report of Penitentiaries, 4.
Official Ucport of the Debates, 32.
Changes in the Government. 34.
Petition of Mr. Justice Loranger, 40, 399.
Insolvent Act Amendment or Repeal, 40, 83.
Disallowance of Provincial Acts, 68.
Administration of Justice in the District of

Richelieu, 73, 76, 77.
Reception of Private Bills, 78, 96.
Amendment and consolidation of the Insur-

ance Acts, 83.
Insolvent Act Repeal, 83.
Prayers in the flouse, 95.
North-Western Boundary of Ontario, 98.
County Court Judge of Leeds and Gren-

ville, 99.
Hour of Adjournment, 101.
Extension of jurisdiction of Vice-Admiralty

Courts, 103.
Le Crédit Foncier du Bas Canada, 114.
Agricultural Committee's Report, 115, 118.
Returning Officer at the Dorchester Elec-

tion, 118, 119.
The Budget, 151, 179.
Bil to extend Criminal Laws to Prince

Edward Island, 184, 317, 318, 400.
Larceny Act Amendment, 184, 319, 400, 892.
Bill respecting Offences against the Person,

202, 319, 401.
Procedure in Criminal Cases Bill, 204, 571.
Criminal Witnesses Bill, 204.
Dismissals from Office, 220, 221, 236, 243,

585, 586, 588.
Jnland Revenue Bill, 248.

BLAKE, Mr.-Con.
Nova Scotia Judges' Salaries, 248, 320, 321,

401, 488.
Supply, 248, 249, 250, 254, 255, 256, 257, 258,

259, 261, 264, 265, 266, 267, 268, 1432, 1668.
New Brunswick Criminal Cases Procedure-

Bill, 269, 541.
Insolvent Act Repeal Bill (Mr. Palmer), 270.

do do (ir. Barthe), 288,
299.

Rockwood Asylum Transfer Bill, 271, 489,
588.

Ontario Maritime Court Bill, 271, 273, 274,
640, 641, 642, 643, 1054, 1057, 1059, 1060,
1397, 1441, 1443, 1710.

Prison Discipline Bill, 337, 338, 488, 552.
Gambling in Public Conveyances Bill, 338,

488, 553, 554, 640, 1062.
Springbill and Parrsboro' Coal Company

Bill. 352, 813, 814.
Charlevoix Election Judgment, 366.
Commercial Agencies, 367.
Grand Trunk Strike, 368.
Coal Interest, 394, 395, 398.
Insolvent Act amendment, 400, 401, 641,

1085, 1086, 1089, 1090., 1098, 1102, 1103,
1109, 1115, 1146, 1147, 1150, 1710.

Supreme and Exchequer Courts Act
Amendment Bill, 436, 588.

Secret Service Fund, 440, 441.
New Bruns ick Orange Incorporation Act,

444.
Northern Railway inquiry, 449, 452, 457,

458, 459, 465, 471, 477, 479, 480, -84, 554,
1374.

Extradition of Fugitive Criminals, 524, 710,
783, 781.

Breaches of Contracts, 524, 855, 872, 1010,
1011, 1012, 1013, 1014, 1015, 1016, 1017,
1018, 1019, 1054.

Rules respecting Private Bills, 525.
Miramichi River, 526.
International Exhibition, 526.
Bay des Chaleurs Railway, 526.
Rivers Verte and Cabaneau Bridges, 526.
Special Tariff for British Columbia, 532.
Protestant Indians and the Seminary of

Montreal, 555.
Election Act amendment, 558, 559.
Quebec Graving Dock, 566.
Crinnal Procedure amendment, 582.
The late Edwin Larwill, 622.
Returns of Harbour-41asters, 628, 629.
Grand Trunk Railway Strike, 629.
Wm. Graham, the late, 634.
Great Seal of Nova bcotia, 636.
Trade Marks Extension, 685, 818.
Providing for safe custody of Prisoners, 685,

848.
Convictions by Justices of the Peace, 685,

849, 1165, 1166.
Improper use of Firearms, 685, 849, 851, 852,

1222, 1509.
Suppression of Gaming Rouses, 685, 853,

904.
Railway Act amendment, 685, 848.
Quebec Building Societies, 699.
Non-forfeitable Life Assurance Policies, 701.
Bates Divorce Bill, 797, 876.
Scott Divorce Bill, 811, 812,·876.
Pickering Harbour Bill, 812, 813.
Ingonish Harbour, 815.
Representation of Minorities, 832.
Harbours of British Columbia, 837.
Canadian Pacifie Railway, 837.
Superannuation of Whitby Customs Collec-

tor, 840.

[INDEX.]BIL ELA
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BLAKE, Mr.-Con.
Veterans of 1812-15, 841.
Prncedure with Government Orders, 842.
Quebec Harbour and Pilotage acts Amend-

ment, 848.
Floating Cordwood on River St. Francis,

875, 1139.
Questions put by Members, 877.
Audit of Advertising Accounts, 877.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 880.
David H. Waterley, Case of, 882, 883.
Protection of British Columbia Miners,

890, 891, 892.
Election Law amendment, 902.
Holiwell Divorce Bill, 937.
Emoloyment of Prisoners outside of gaols,

977, 1062, 1116.
Repression of Betting and Pool-selling, 977,

1062, 1397, 1441.
Post Office Law amendment, 977, 1063, 1084.
Washington Treaty and British Columbia,

979.
Dismissal of Mr. Colwell, 983.
Alaska boundary line, 984.
Supplies for Mounted Police, 985, 986, 987.
Postmaster of Montmagny, 989, 990.
Ontario Bank Government Deposits, 1000,

1002.
Political Custom House Officers, 1035.
Appointment of County Court Judges for

New Westminster, 1037.
Rivière du Loup Bridge Bill, 1041, 1042.
SWouffville Representation, 1043, 1139.
Payment of Active Militia, 1061, 1152, 1153,

1156, 1157.
Joint Stock Companies' Incorporation, 1065.
Ontario Permanent Building Societies Act

amendment, 1075.
Means of Escape from Drowning, 1077.
Permanent Building Societies ct amend-

ment, 1078.
Insurance Acts Amendment Bill, 1084.
A Defective Rieturn, 1193, 119+.
Government Printing in 1\ew Brunswick,

1243, 1246, 1309.
Extradition of Fugitive Criminals, 1317.
Voting by Ballot on Dunkin Act, 1368,

1372, 1373.
British Columbia Judges' travelling allow-

ances, 1404, 1498.
North-West Troubles, 1418, 1423.
Provincial Great Seals, 1438, 1666.
Privileges and Elections C ommittee-Exami-

nation of Witnesses, 1497.
Quebec Judges' Salaries, 1510.
Resignation of Mr. Currier, 1516.
Goderich Harbour Works, 1548.
Ordnance and Admiralty Lands, 1664.

BLANCHET, M1.
Weights and Measures Act, 49.
Reception ut Private Bills, 96.
Supply, 264, 786, 1561, 1616, 1651.
Insolvent Act Repeal Bill (Mr. Palmer), 270.
Georgian Bay Branch, 349.
Quebec Graving Dock, 376, 562, 569, 570.
Coal Interests, 398.
Justice Loranger, 399
Select Standing Committees, 399.
St. Charles Railway Line, 436.
Form of Questions, 437.
Mails in Beauce and Dorchester, 444, 445.
Rivers Verte and Cabaneaa Bridges, 526.
Canadian Ship Sales in France, 537.
Election Act amendment, 558, 559.

EX.] BLA BOW

BLANCHET, Mr.-Con.
Intercolonial and Prince Edward Island

Railways, 635.
Bates Divorce Bill, 797, 876.
Winter Mail Carriage below Quebec, 841.
Quebec Harbour and Pilotage .A cts amend-

ment, 847, 848.
Audit of Advertising Accounts, 877.
Ways and eans-The Tariff, 960.
Departmental Printing, 989.
Postmaster of Montmagny, 989, 990.
Quebec School of Navigation, 1066.
Calling of Timber, 1081, 1082, 1167, 1399,

1400, 1401.
Pilotage Act amendment, 1158, 1160, 1163.
Quebec Harbour Improvements, 1529.
Works at River St. Charles, 1529, 1530.
Weights and Measures Act amendment,

1604, 1610, 1825.
Ordnance and Admiralty Lands, 1763.

BOLDUC, Mr.

Bill to amend the Act respecting Weights
and Measures, 96, 368.

Weights and Measures Act amendment,
1610.

Booms and Piers on the Gatineau.
Motion for Report, 1533.

BoRR.oN, Mr.
Annuities to Indians, 186.
Fort Frances Locks, 194.
The Tariff, 778, 967.
Lake Huron and Superior Indian Annuities,

1075.

Boundary Line of Alaska.
Question, 44.

Pounty on Coal.
Petition, 39.
Motion to receive Petition, 51.

BOWELL, Mr.

Official Report of Debates, 4, 32.
Iron Rails loaned to railways, 68.
Northern Railway Commission, 77, 457. 458,

462, 482.
Extension of Jurisdiction of Vice-Admiralty

Courts, 103.
Steel Rails for the Pacifie Railway, 112.
Post Office Printing, 112, 113.
Expenses of Advertising, 114.
Agricultural Committee's Report, 115.
Bill respecting the Beaver and Toronto

Mutual Fire insurance Compa-y, 122, 353,
948.

Dominion Elections Bill, 311.
Appointment of Senators, 376.
Coal Interest, 393, 395, 398.
Volunteer Militia, 444.
The Tariff, 512, 615, 616, 721, 779, 1175, 1190

1192.
Seizure of Schooner " Napier," 529
Protestant Indians and the Seminary of Mon-

treal, 554.
Dismissals from Office, 586, 587.
Insolvent Act amendment, 641.
Supply, 795, 796, 798, 1346, 1347, 1349, 1351

1356, 1357, 1358, 1359, 1360, 1434, 1477
1508, 1587, 1591, 1622, 1626, 1884.

Bates Divorce Bill, 796, 797.
Superannuation of Whitby Customs Collec-

tor, 839, 841.
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BOWELL, Mr.-Con.
Improper use of Firearms, 851, 852.
Breaches of Contract, 864, 865, 866, 867.
Postmaster at Little Narrows, 939.
Northern Railway Commission, 980, 1374,

1518, 1519.
Government Bank Deposits, 995, 999, 1000.
Section 15 of Pacific Railway, 1005,
Post Office Act amendment, 1063.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1083.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1098, 1099, 1100.
A Defectiv.e Return, 1116.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1134, 1379.
Safety of Railway Passengers, 1142.
Payment of Active Militia, 1153, 1155, 1156,

1157.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1222, 1236, 1237, 1263, 1302.
Seat for Gloucester, 1311.
Old Rails Distribution, 1396, 1570.
North-West Troubles, 1425.
Queen vs. Wilkinson, 1482, 1509, 1540.
Employés of the House, 1541.
Northern Railway of Canada Bill, 1755.
Northern Railway Company, 1813, 1819,

1821.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1851, 1855, 1r,58, 1860, 1861.

BOWMAN, Mr.
Postage on newspapers, 1029.

BOYER, Mr.
Rivière du Loup Bridge Bill, 310, 409, 1042.

Breaches of Contract Bill.
10, 524; 2°, 855; considered in Committee,

1010; 3°, 1054.

Breakwater at Point Escuminac.
Motion for Papers, 1069.

Bridge at Long Island.
Motion for Correspondence, 629.

British Canadian Loan and In-
vestment Company Bill.

10, 247; 2°, 351 ; 3°, 1042.

British Columbia Customs Stations In-
spection.

Motion for correspondence, 621.

British Columbia, Immigration to.
Question, 1511.

British Columbia Judges'
Travelling Allowances Bill.

10, 1404; 20 and 30, 1498.

British Columbia Mails.
Motion for Tenders, 638.

British Columbia, Special Tari for.
Resolution proposed, 531.
Motion for correspondence, 1373.

British North America Bank
Bill.

11, 122; 20, 257; 30, 540.

BRO BUR

BROOKS, Mr.
Bill respecting the St. Francis and Megantie

International Railway Company, 96, 122,
247, 351, 596.

Criminal procedure, 580.
Breaches of contracts, 856, 1012.
Quebec Judges' salaries, 1510.

BROUJSE, Mr.
Canadian Surgeons in Allan Steamships, 24.
Recognition of Volunteers of 1837-38, 52, 55.
Vital Statistics, 199.
Protection of Fish, 339.
St. Lawrence and Welland Canals, 837, 1047.
Lareeny Act amendment, 892.

BROWN, Mr.
Payment of Active Militia, 1155.
Supply, 1353, 1357, 1507, 1625.
Ways and Means-the Tariff, 936, 940.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1102, 1148.
Safety of Railway Passengers, 1140.
Sunday Traffic on Canals, 1520.
Supply, 162, 1829.

Brydges, O. J., Mone.y paid to.
Motion for:Return, 838.

BUDGET, The, 123.

BUINSTER, Mr.
Supply, 255, 268, 810, 1359, 1360,1561, 15631

1566, 1588.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 413, 415, 416,

512, 1189.
Protection of Life and Property in British

Columbia Mines, 524, 889, 891, 892.
Special Tariff for British Columbia, 531, 532,

533, 534.
Gambling Prevention, 553.
Customs Act amtendme::t, 653.
Canadian Pacifie Railway, 693.
Representation of Minorities, 831, 832.
Alaska Boundary Line, 984.
County Court Judges for New Westminster,

1038.
Means of Escape from Drowning, 1077.
Inland Revenue Act amendment, 1171.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1395.
Pacifie Railway Sirveying Staff, 1510.
Immigration to British Columbia, 1511.

BURK, Mr.
London and Canada Bank Bill, 96, 257.
Newcastle Fish-breeding Establishment, 838.

BURPEE, Mi. (St. John).
Report of Trade and Navigation, 4.
Dismissals from office, 89, 208, 585, 586.
Supply, 333, 803.
Insolvént Estates, 443.
Imported Coal, 527.
French Repatriation, 527, 528.
Seizure of Schooner " Napier," 528, 529.
Defalcations at Baddeck, 529.
Live Cattle Imports and Exports, 536.
Appointment of J. G. Norris, 621.
Customs Act Amendment Bill, 643, 644, 645,

647, 649, 652, 1021, 1022, 1023, 1024, 1025,
1079, 1081, 1117.

Emigration Agents in Ireland. 836.
Superannuation of Whitby Customs Collec-

tor, 839, 840.
Sale of Postage Btamps in St. John Post

Oflice, 880.
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BURPEE, Mr. (St. John)-Con.
London Emigration Agency, 981.
Dismissal of Wm. Colwell, 983.
Political Custom House Officers, 1034.
Settlement of Claims, 1361.
Transportation of Mounted Police, &c.,

1513.
Seat for St. John, 1709.

BURPEE, Mr. (Sunbury).
The Tariff. 609.
St. John River Navigation, 636.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1149.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1382.
Supply, 1499.
Albert Railway Company, 1873, 1879, 1880.

Business of the House.
Special Order, 1193.

By-wash at Long Island.
Motion for Correspondence, 635.

CAMERUN, Mr.
Insolvent Act repeal, 307.
Criminal Law Extension Bill, 318.
Northern Railwy Ioquiry, 459, 462.
Gambl'ng Prevention, 554.
Election Act amendment, 558, 903.
Criminal Procedure, 579.
Customs Act amendinent, 646, 648.
Civil Service, 899.
Holiwell Divorce Bill, 936, 978, 1065, 1138.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1212, 1221.
Ontario Maritime Court, 1443.
Resigna:on of Mr. Cnrrier, 1516.
Booms and Piers on the Gatineau, 1533, 1535,

1537, 1538, 1539, 1540.
Queen vs. Wilkinson, 1540.
Goderich Harbour Works, 1553, 1554.
Manitoba Junction Railway Act amendment,

1569.
Supply, 1612, 1613.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1760, 1840.
Northern Railway Company, 1811.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1852, 1866.
Albert Railway Company, 1879.

Campbell Divorce Bill.
Motion to place on the Orders, 1757, 1837.

CAMPBELL, Mr.
Dismissals from Office, 88, 89, 238, 587, 588.
Great Bras d'Or Postmastership, 106, 107.
Appointment of Mr. Tremain to a Judge-

ship, 121.
Seizure of Schooner " Napier," 528, 529.
Defalcations at Baddeck, 529.
Coal Interest, 5î7.
Removal of Malcolm Matheson, 632.
Aspy Bay Harbour, 632.
Ingonish Harbour, 815.
Postmaster at Little Narrows, 938.
Supply, 1833.

Canada Atlantic Cable
pany Bill.

1°, 202 ; 2c, 351 ; 30, 619.

Canada Central Extension.
Motion for Returns, 1117.
Motion for Engineer's Report, 1375.

Com-

CAN CAR

Canada Civil Service Associa-
tion Bill.

10, 122 ; 2°, 257 ; 30, 540.

Canada Mutual Marine Insur-
ance Company Bill.

10, 337 ; 2(, 409 ; 3, 797.

Canada Southern Bridge Com-
pany Bill.

10, 96 ; 20, 257 ; 30, 596.

Canadian Engine and Machin-
ery Company Bill.

10, 1009 ; 20, 1042 ; 30, 1375.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.
Message from His Excellency, 339.
Motion for Committee, 686.
Motion for Correspondence and Despatches,

837.
Motion for Papers in regard to Employés,

884, 1075.
Motion for Papers respecting Section 15,

1005.
Motion for Reports, 1118.
Question respecting Surveying Staff, 1510.
Motion for Statement of Surveys, 1517.
Notice of Motion, 1570.
Ministerial Statement, 1629.
Motion of Want of Confidence, 1668.
Adjourned Debate, 1711, 1769.

Canadian Securities
pany Bill.

10, 435; 2°, 540 ; 30, 1208.

Com-

Canadian Ships in France, Sale of.
Motion for Return, 536.

Canadian Surgens in Allan Steamships.
Question, 24.

Canadian Traffic Company
Bill.

10, 1009; 20, 1042; 3c, 1645.

Canal Tolls.
Question, 202.

Carillon Dam.
Question, 339.
Motion for Correspondence, 1026.

CARMICHAEL, Mr.
Coal Interest, 387, 338, 548.
Pilotage Act amendment, 1159.

CARON, Mr.
Superannuated and Retired Officials, 72.
Prayers in the House, 95.
Supply, 256, 1352, 1358, 1429, 1560, 1623.
Quebec Graving Dock, 377, 378, 563, 564,

565, 566, 572.
Dufferin Improvements at Quebec, 437.
Rifle Regiments' Arms, 686.
Militia Generl Orders, 686.
Queh-c Ho bjur and Pilotage Act amend-

ment, 843.



CAR CAR

CARON, Mr.-Con.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 879.
Ways and Means-the Tariff, 949, 952.
Ordnance Property at Quebec, 981.
Lachine Canal Staff, 981.
Unprepaid Letters, 1038, 1039.
Ontario Maritime Court, 1059, 1060.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1146.
Pilotage Act amendment, 1160, 1161, 1318. .
Culling of Timber Act amendment, 1166,1167, 1398, 1401.

CARTWRIGHT, Mr.

Public Accounts, 24.
Reduction of Petroleum Duties, 41.
Salt Interests, 44.
Importation of Sugar, 72.
Superannuated and Retired Officials, 72.
Amendment and Consolidation of the Insu-

rance Acts, 78, 79, 81.
Mes from His Excellency, 93.
The l.siimates, 96.
Revenue paid by Provinces, 104, 105.
The Loan of 1875, 106.
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure, 123.
Ways and Means-the Budget, 123, 156, 182,

184.
Ways and Means-the Tariff, 401, 598, 1174,

1177, 1180, 1188, 1189, 1192.
Foreign Corporations Loans Bill, 204.
Dismissals fiom Office, 237, 245, 246, 587.
Insurance Acts Amendment Bill, 248, 320,

1084, 1194, 1202, î1L07
Supply, 250, 251, 252, 253, 254, 264, 323, 324,

328, 329, 330, 332, 33?, 336, 785, 786, 788,
789, 794, 803, 806, 810, 1346, 1430, 1432,
1434, 1435, 1436, 1504, 1505, 1506, 1561,
1562, 1571, 1574, 1576, 1577, 1578, 1580,
1585, 1587, 1588, 1612, 1615, 1616, 1651,
1652, 1654, 1668, 1826, 1828, 1867, 1877,
1878, 1884, 1885, 1888, 18S9.

Geological Survey Bill, 313.
Inland Revenue Act, 322, 1170.
Twenty Cent Pieces, 368.
Ontaio6 Permaient Building Societies

Bi 1, 369.
Amounts carried over by Orders in Coun-

Coal Iuerest, 383, 392, 396, 543.
Incorporation of Joint Stock Companies, 524,

711, 1064, 1065, 1145, 1146.
Dominion Notes in Blritish Calumbia, 526.
French Repatr ation, 528.
Special Tariff for British Columbia, 532, 534,

1374.
Customs Act amendment, 649.
Quebec Building Societies, 700
Non-forfeitable Life Assura- ce Policies, 701.
Canadian Pacific Railway, 837, 1651, 1652.
Superannuation of Whitby Castoms Collec-

tor, 839, 840.
Civil Service, 898.
Supplies for Mounited Police, 987.
Ontario Bank Government Deposits, 997,1000.
Foreign Corporations' Loans, 1045.
Culling of Timber, 1081.
Bank Sharehol iers' Votes, 1164, 1222.
Customs and Excise Acts amendment, 1192,

1841, 1843, 1846, 1847, 1848, 1849, 1850.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1222.
Northern Railway of Canada, 1375, 1755.
Loan Companies, 1438, 1664.

CARTWRIGHT, Mr.-Con.
Government Business, 1440.
Loan of 1876, 1445, 1448, 1449, 1450, 1462,

1463.
Queen vs..Wilkinson, 1482, 1540.
Royal Canadian Insurance Company, 1517.
Auditing of Public Accounts Act amend-

ment, 1595, 1765, 1767, 1768, 1769, 1822,
1823, 1824.

Supplementary Estimates, 1808, 1836.
Northern Railway Company, 1810, 1812.
Northern Railway Arrangement Bill, 1840.
Supply Bill, 1893.

Cascumpec farbour.
Motion for Reports, 1068.

CASEY, Mr.
Bill respecting the Canada Southern Bridge

Company, 96, 257, 596.
The Civil Service, 119, 196, 696, 899, 1869,

1870, 1872.
Fort Frances Locks, 193, 198.
Insolvent Act repeal, 309.
Live Cattle Imports and Exports, 536.
Eagle flarbour, 536.
Representation of Minorities, 828.
Parliamentary Representation Commit-

tee, 875.
Govi-rnment Printing in New Brunswick,

12 -1.
Seat for Gloucester, 1311, 1312.
Supply, 1624, 1625.
Seat for Hochelaga, 1810.

CASGRAIN, Mr.
Canadian Securities Company's

540, 1208.

CATJOHON, Mr.

Bill, 435,

Official Report of Debates. 4.
Changes in the Government, '4.
Prayers in the House, 95.
Agrieultural Comittee's Report, 117.
Geoogical Survey Bl, 313, 314
Qnebec Graving Dock, 378, A62, 563, 564,

565, 570, 572.
Coal Interests, 398.
Northern Railway Inquiry, 485.
Scott Divorce Bih1, 812.
Qebec Harbour and Pilotage amendment,

843, 844, 846, 847.
Ways aud Means-The Tariff, 953, 957, 960.
Culling of Timber, 1082, 1167, 1399.
Supply, 1613.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1758
Customs and Excise Acts amendment, 1845.

Changes in the Government.
Ministerial Explanations, 32.

Charlevoix Election.
Judgment of Supreme Court reported, 366.

CHARLTON, Mr.
Geological Survey Bill, 314.
Coal Interest, 391.
Ways and Meaus-The Tariff, 435.
Secret Service Fund, 439, 1484.
The Tariff, 489.

CAIR CHA[INDEX.]



CHE COF

CHEVAL, Mr.
Registration of Shipping, 25.
Canal Tolls, 202.
Twenty Cent Pieces, 368.
Montreal Wharfage Dues, 535.
Quebec Harbour and Pilotage amendment,

847, 848.
Pilotage Act amendment, 1163.
Appointment of Haibour Commissioners,

1361.
Payment by Steamers at St. Ours Lock,

1517.

Chicoutimi Mails.
Motion for Correspondence, 1367.

CHRISTIE, Mr.
Carillon Dam and Slide, 1026.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1580.

CHURCi, Mr.
Lunenburg Shipping Master, 278, 279.

CIMON, Mr.

Railway from Quebec to Lake St. John,
638, 1117.

L'Anse St. Jean Lighthouse, 979.
Fishing Regulations in Chicoutimi, Sague-

nay and Charlevoix, 979.
Navigation on North bhore of St. Lawrence,

979.
L'Anse St. Jean Wharf, 979.
Piers at Baie St. Paul, Malbaie and Eboule-

ments, 981.
Wharf at St Anne du Saguenay, 1025.
Insolvent Act arnendment, 1149.
Chicoutimi Mails, 1367.
Supply, 1498.
Postmaster of Jonquières, 1533.

City Mortgage Loan Company
Bili.

1, 367 ; 2°, 409, 540.

Civil Service.
Motion for Return, 119, 196.
Motion for Committee, 696.
Committee appointed, 893.
Report of Committee, 1869.
Motion to Print Report, 1870.

Coal Interest.
Motion to refer Petition, 379.
Adjourned Deba te, 541.
Additioi to Committee, 584.
Report of Committee, 1869.
Motion as to printing Report, 1873.

Coal Owners' Petition.
Speaker's Rulings, 77, 396.

Coal Shipments on the
Railway.

Motion for Returns, 104.

COCKBURN, Mr.

Georgiaa Bay Branch, 344.
Parry Sound Harbour, 1005.

COFFIN, Mr.
Dismissals from Office, 246.

Intercolonial

Cooin's Island Fog- Whistle.
Question, 438.
Report of Committee, 1869.
Motion to print Report, 1870.

COLBY, Mr.
Reduction of Petroleum Duties, 40.
Insolvent Act repeal, 288, 355, 364, 365.
The Tariff, 513.
Customs Act amendment, 1021, 1022, 1079,

1080.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1098, 1094, 1113.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1197, 1222.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1608.

Commercial Agencies.
Question, 367.

Controverted Election.
Glengarry, 1.

Convictions for Capital Offences.
Motion for Return, 108.

COOK, Mr.
Dominion Elections Bill, 311, 902.
Georgian Bay Branch, 348.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 408, 607.
Wharves and Docks Protection Bill, 436,

1077, 1078.
Pacific Railway Survey Employés, 884, 1075.
Political Custom House (Officers, 1034, 1035.
Culling of Timber, 1082, 1400.
Northern Railway Bill, 1757.
Northern Railway Company, 1820.

COSTIGAN, Mr.
The Civil Service, 119.
New Brunswick Orange Incorporation Act,

444.
Tobique Indian Agency, 637
Dismissal of Postmaster at Upper St. Fran-

cis, 815.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1265, 1266.
North-West Troubles, 1405, 1410.
Supply, 143>, 1501.

Coteau and Province Line
Railway and Bridge Act
Amendment Bill.

1, 989; 2°, 1042; 30, 1208.

County Court Judge of Leeds and Gren-
ville.

Question, 99.

County Court Judges for New West-
minster.

Motion for Correspondence, 1036.

Court House and Gaol for Kamouraska.
Motion for Statements, 1069.

Crédit Foncier du Bas Canada.
Motion for Statement, 114.

Criminal Law Extension Bill.
1, 184; 20, 317; 30, 400; Senate amend-

ments agreed to, 684.

[INDEX.] COF CRI
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Criminal Witnesses Bill.
1o, 42; 20 postponed, 204; 20 proposed, 574;

Bill with drawn, 581.

Culling of Timber Bill.
10, 1081 ; 24, 1166 ; in Committee, 1398 ; 30,

1441.

CUNNT NGI3AM, Mr.
Canadian Pacific Railway, 690.
Appointment of Utounty Court Judges for

New Westminster, 1036.

Currier, Mr.-Seat' for Ottawa.
Motion to reter, 1482.
Resignation of Mr. Currier, 1513.
New Writ for Ottawa issued, 1511.

CURRIER, MP',
Navigation of American Waters, 25.
Prayers in the House, 94.
Fort Frances Locks. 193.
Supply. 265.
Insolvent Act repeal,'296.
Union Forwarding Company Bill, 310, 409,

619
Election Act amendment, 559.
Rideau Canal, 627.
The Tiriff, 724, 1189.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 878, 879.
Civil Service, 897.
Coteau and Province Line and Bridge Bill,

989, 1042, 1208.
Carillon Dam, Lock and Slide, 1026, 1028.
Rise of Ottawa waters, 1029, 1031.
Culling of Timber, 1082, 1167, 1401, 1402,

1403.
Resignation of Seat, 1513.

Customs Act Amendment Bill
10, 643, 653 ; 20, 1021; in Committee, 1079

30, 1117.

Customs and Excise
Amendment Bill.

14, 1192; 2°, 1841 ; 3O, 1851.

Acts

DAOUST, MHr.
St. Placide Wharf, 1066.
St. Augustin Parish Post Office, 1066, 1067.

DAvIES, Mr.
Weights and Measures Act, 51.
"Northern Light" Steamer, 84.
Insolvent Act repeal, 308.
Criminal Laws Extension to Prince Edward

Island, 400.
Northern Railway Inquiry, 481, 482, 483,

484.
Truro ana Pictou Rail way Transfer, 709.
Deep Sea Weirs or Pounds, 885.
Intercolonial and Grand Trunk Tariffs,

1008.
Customs Acts Consolidation, 1025.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1088.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1293.

Dawson Route Subsidy.
Motion for Return, 1541.

DEC DES

DECosMos, Mr.
The Address, 19.
Prayers in the House, 41.
Telegraph Line on Vancouver Island, 43.
Pacific Railway Surveys, 43.
Boundary Line of Alaska, 44.
Mail Service between Victoria and San

Francisco, 72.
Geological Survey Bill, 314.
British Columbia Mails, 638, 639, 610.
Pacific Railway-Mo tion for C ommittee, 686,

688, 695, 696.
The Tariff, 771.
Representation of Minorities, 830.
Harbours of British Columbia, 837.
Esquimalt Graving Dock, 837.
Pacific Railway, 837, 1717, 1721, 1733, 1807.
Protection of British Columbia Miners, 891.
Washington Treaty and British Columbia,979.
Life-Saving Stations in British Columbia,

1070.
Means of Escape from Drowning, 1077.
Special Tariff for British Columbia, 1373,

1374.
Supply, 1558, 1573, 1574, 1577, 1589, 1594,

1636, 1633, 1616, 1617, 1657.

Deep Sea Weirs or Pounds.
Motion for Returns, 884.

Defalcations at Port of Badleck.
Motion for Correspondence, 529.

Defective Return.
Remarks, 1116, 1193.

DEL ORME, Mr.

Veterans of 1812-15, 438.
French Exhibition of 1878, 1025.
Tne Tariff, 1181.
Supply, 1502.

Departntental Contingencies.
Motion for Return, 538.

Departnental Officials.
Motion for Return, 538.

Departnental Pay Lists.
Motion for Copies, 1541.

Departmental Printing.
Motion for Return, 989.

DESJARDINS, Mr.

Importation of Sugar, 68, 70.
PrayerF in the House, 94.
Free Postal Delivery, 186.
Georgian Bay Branch, 349.
Post Offices at Notre Dame de Grace and

Ste. Cunegonde, 442.
Quebec Graving Dock, 566, 568.
Criminal Procedure, 581.
Breaches of Contracts, 1019.
Payment of Active Militia, 1152.
Supply, 1499, 1502, 1504.
Logan's Farm at Montreal, 1510.
Pacific Railway, 1751.
Seat for Hochelaga, 1810.
Customs and Excise Acts amendment,

1843, 1845.

DE ST. GEORGES, M3r.
Montreal Harbour Commissioners' Tariff,

1517.
Quebec Harbour Act amendment, 1628, 1666.
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DEVEBER, Mr.

Criminal Procedure, 581.

DEVLIN, Mr.

Geological Survey Bill, 312, 313.
Northern Railway Inquiry, 482.
Extradition of Criminals, 784.
Representation of Minorities, 816,

832, 836.
Emigration Agents in Ireland, 836, 837.

DEWDNEY, 31r.

824,

Special Tariff for British Columbia, 534.
Appointment of J. G. Norris, 621.
British Colunibia Customs Stations Inspec-

tion, 621.
British Columbia Mails, 639, 640.
Canadian Pacifie Railway, 688, 695.
Pacifie Railway Route in British Columbia,

978.
Indian Lands in British Columbia, 1075.
bettlement of Claims, 1361.
Supply, 1438, 1500, 1501, 1564, 1573, 1574.
Pacifie Railway, 1790.

Dewe, John, Appointment of.
Motion for papers, 881.

Disallowance of Provincial Acts.
luotions for Correspondence, 68.

Dismissal of Arnprior Slide Jfaster.
Motion for Correspondence, 1361.

Disnissal of Postmaster at Erin.
Question, 1026.
Motion for Papers, 1073.

Dismissal of Postnaster at Upper St.
Francis.

Motion for Correspondence, 815.
Dismissal of William Colvell.

Motion for Return, 982.

Dismissals fromt Office.
Motion for Returns, 88.
Motion for Correspondence, 89, 204.
Explanations and Remarks, 585.

DIVISiONS.
Albert Railway Company Bill.-(Mr. Dom-

ville.)
Motion in amendment to concurrence in
Senate amendment (Mr. Burpee, Sunbury.)
Yeas, 47; nays, 21 ; p. 1883.

Motion in amendment to amendment (Mr.
Gibbs, South Ontario.) Yeas, 24 ; na s,
63; p. 1880.

Bates, Mary Jane, Divorce Bill.-(Mr. Trow.)
Motion for first reading (Mr Trow.) Yeas,

74; nays, 37; p. 796.
Motion for second reading (Mr. Trow.)

Yeas, 88 ; nays, 52; p. 949.
Motion for third reading (Mr. Trow.) Yeas,

69; nays, 45 ; p. 1040.
Breaches of Contracts Bill.-(Mr. Blake.)

Motion in amendment to second reading
(11r. Jrving.) Yeas, 46; nays, 125 ; p.
874.

Fort Frances Locks.
Motion of want of confidence (Mr. Kirk-

patrick.) Yeas, 59; nays, 107; p. 1345.

DIVISIONS.-Con.
Golerich flarbor Works.

Motion of want of confidence(Jfr. Farrow.>
Yeas, 62 ; nays, 103; p. 1554.

Governnent Printzng in New Brunswick.
Motion of want of confidence (3fr. Bowell.)

Yeas, 72 ; nays, 111; p 1310.
Holiwell, Martha Jemima fIawkshaw, Divorce

Bill.-(Mr. Cameron.)
Motion for first reading (Mr. Cameron.)

Yeas, 94; nays, 54 ; p. 936.
Motion for second reading (Mr. Thompson,

Jlaldimand ) Yeas, 91 ; nays, 48; p. 978.
Independence of Parliament Act Amendment

Bill.-(Jr. JIackenzie)
Motion for second reading (Mr. Mackenzie.)

Yeas, 97; nays, 45; p. 1864.
Insolvent Act Amendment Biil.-(Mr. Blake.)

Motion in amendment (Mr. Gibbs, South
Ontario.) Yeas, 58; nays, 113; p. 1114.

Motion in amendment to the amendment
(Mr. White, North Rienfrew.) Yeas, 57
nays, 112 ; p. 1113.

Motion in amendment (1r. Blake.) Yeas,
25; nays, 141 ; p. 1115.

Motion in amendment (J)r. Caron.) Yeas,
56; nays, 10i ; p. 1150.

Insolvent Act Repeal Bill.-(Mr. Barthe.)
Motion in amenduient (Mr. Wood). Yeas,

103; nays, 41; p. 366.
Insurance Acte Amendment Bil.-(fr.

Cartwright.)
Motion in amendment (3fr. Toung). Yeas,

77; nays, 104 ; p. 1221,
Motion in amendment to the amendment

(Mr. Colby ) Yeas, 23; nays, 157; p.
1220.

Loan of 1876.
Motion of want of confidence (3fr. Gibbs,

South Ontario). Y eas, 60; nays, 111;
p. 1471.

North-West Troubles-W. D. O'Donoughue.
Motion of want of confidence (Mr. Cos-

tigan.) Yeas, 60; nays, 105 ; p. 1429.
Pacifie Railway.

Motion of want of confidence (.fr. Tupper.)
Yeas, 59 ; nays, 104 ; p. 1808.

Prohibitory Liquor Law.
Resolution (3fr. Schultz).

Motion in amendment (3fr. Ross, West Mid-
diesex). Yeas, 104; nays, 59; p. 1394.

Scott, Walter, Iivorce Bill-(1r. MfcCarthy.)
Motion for first reading (Mfr. McCarthy .

Yeas, 92; nays, 47; p. 8 1 1.
Motion for second reading (fr. Olver.)
Yeas, 69; nays, 44; p. 948.

Motion for third reading (Mr. Oliver.) Yeas,
58; nays, 39; p. 1039.

Secret Service Fund.
Motion to adopt report of Public Accouuts

Committee (Mr. Young.) Yeas, 82 ; nays,
60; p. 1497.

Supply-Concurrence.
Motion to adopt resolution providing for

Indian Agencies Inspector. Yeas, 50;
nays, 16; p. 1884.

The Tarif.
Motion to concur in Resolution 1 (Mr. Cart-

wright.) Yeas, 120; nays, 69; p. 976.
Motion in amendment (Sir John A. Mac-

donald.) Yeas, 70 ; nays, 119 ; p. 976.
Motion in amendment to amendinent (Mr.

Wood.) Yeas, Ï8: nays, 109; p. 771.
Motion to adjourn debate (Mr. Borron.)
Yeas, 75 ; nays, 112 ; p. 778.
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DIVISIONS-The Tarif-Con.

Motion in tmendment to amendment (Mr.
Orton.) Yeas, 74; nays, 113; p. 975.

Motion to concur in Resolution 3 (Mr. Cart-
wright.)

Motion in amendment (Sir John A. Mac-
Jonall.) Yeas, 67 ; nays, 119; p. 1185.

àlot on in amendment (ilr. Wallace, South
Korfolk.) Yens, 65; navs, 114; p. 1187.

Trruro and Piciou Railway Transfer Bdl (Jfr.
Mackenzie.)

Motion in amendment (Mfr. Xitchell.)
Yeas, 44; nays, 88; p. 1054.

Dominion
Bil .

Building Society

10, 367; 20, 409, 540; 30, 1138.

Dominion Dam on Devil Lake.
Motion for Returns, 28.
Motion to print Report, 628.

Dominion Elections Bill, (M1fr.
Richard.)

10, 310; 21 proposed, 557 ; Bill withdrawn
559.

Dominion Grange Bill.
1°, 184; 2c, 257; 3°, 889.

Dominion of Canada Civil
Service Mutual Benefit As-
sociation Bill.

In, 122; 2-, 257.
Dominion Notes in British Columbia.

Motion for Return, 526.
DOMVILLE, Mr.

Lighthouse at Palmer's Point, 43.
Intercolonial Railway, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61,63, 64, 65, 66, 634, 635.
Springhill and Parrsborough Coal and Rail-

way Company Bill, 96, 352, 619, 813, 814,1042.
Coal Shipments on the Intercolonial Rail-

way, 103, 104.
Insolvent Act repeal, 300.
Albert Railway Company Bill, 310, 409,1042, 1872, 1879, 1882.
Canadian Mutual Marine Insurance Company

Bil, 337, 409, 797.
Exemption from Duty, 338.
Miramichi River, 526.
Horsesboe Bar Channel, 527.
Prince Edward Island Railway, 634, 635.
St. John River Navigation, 637.
Customs Act amendment, 644, 645, 1023,1025.
Truro and Pictou Railway Transfer, 710.
.Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 880.
David H. Waterley, case ot, 883.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 924.
Purchase of Old Rails from Intercolonial, 988.
Dismissal of Wm. Colwell, 982.
.3upply, 1356, 1358, 1430, 1478, 1555, 1556,

1561, 1562, 1567, 1664, 1831, 1832, 1833,
1885.

Transportation of Mounted Police, &c., 1513.
Militia Staff Officerp, 1533.2Seat for St. John, 1709, 1710.
Customs and Excise Acts amendment, 1848.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1862.

Dredging in Cape Breton.
Question, 620.

Dufferin Improvements at Quebec.
Question, 437.

Dundas Post Oflee Savings Bank.
Motion for Papers, 1071.

Dunkin Act, Voting by Ballot on.
Resolution proposed, 1367.

Duty on Malt.
Instructions to Inland Revenue Officers-

Motion, 629.
Question, 940.

DYMOND, Mr.
Praveis in the House, 41, 94.
Bill'relating to Criminal Witnesses, 42, 204,

574, 584.
Recognition of the Volunteers of 1837-1838,

55.
Convictions for Capital Offences, 108.
Agricultural Committee's Report, 117.
Supplv, 260, 323, 1652, 1692.
Insolvent Act repeal, 306.
Coal Interest, 393, 551.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 409, 411, 412,

413, 414, 415, 780.
Gambling Prevention, 553.
Representation of Minorities, 824, 825.
Pacific Railway Survey Employes, 884.
Northern Railway Comrnission, 980.
Rivière du Loup Bridge Bill, 1041, 1042.
Stouffville Representation, 1043.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1131, 1137, 1376,

1384.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1213, 1219.
Fort Frances Locks, 1335.
Goderich Harbour Works, 1553.
Pacifie Railway, 1742, 1754, 1769, 1772, 1777,

1801.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1861.
Sir J. A. Macdonald and Crown Suits, 1893.

Eagle Harbour.
Motion for Report, 536.

Easter Adjourinent.
Resolution, 1051.

Election Cases.
Motion co examine Witnesses on Oath, 1836.

Election Law Amendment Bill
(Mr. Cook.)

10. 311 ; 'Bill withdrawn, 902.

Emigration Agents in Ireland.
Motion for Correspondence, 836.

Employés of the House.
Motion for Statements, 1541.

English Mail Train.
Question, 1510.

Esquimalt Graving .Dock.
Motion for Correspondence, 837.
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Estinates.
Message from His Excellency, 93.
Motion, 96.

Exemption from Duty.
Question, 338.

Expenses of Advertising.
Motion for Statement, 114.

Extension of Jurisdiction of Vice-Admi-
ralty Courts.

Motion for Correspondence, 103.

Extradition of Fuqitive Criminals.
Address to Her Majesty, 1316.

Extradition of Fugitive Crimi-
nals Bill.

10, 524 ; 20, 710; 30, 783.

FARROW, Mr.
Salt Interests, 44.
Prayers in the House, 94.
Goderich Harbour Works, 186.
The Tariff, 720, 754, 1182.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 880.
Goderich Harbour Return, 1009, 1541.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1097.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1130, 1131, 1135,

1388.
North-West Troubles, 1428.
Supply, 1508, 1884.
Slide Mastership of Black River, 1510.

FERRIS, Mr.
Supply, 1502.

FISE T, Mr.
Grand Trunk and Intercolonial Traffic, 815.

Fish-Breeding Establishment in Cape
Breton.

Question, 619.

Fisheries Commission.
Question, 814.
Ministerial Statement, 981.

Fisheries in the Napan and Black Rivers.
Motion for Reports, 1531.

Fishery Clauses of the Washington
Treaty.

Motion for Correspondence, 28.
Fishery Regulations in Restigouche.

Motion for Papers, 881.
Fisiing Regulations in Chicoutimi,

Saguenay and Charlevoix.
Question, 979.

Fishing Rights in New Brunswick.
Motion for Returns, 1003.

FLEMING, Mr.
Accidents caused by Railway Frogs, 102.
The Tariff, 618, 653.
Supply, 1887.

FLESHER, Mr.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1394.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1825.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1863, 1866.
Floating Cordwood on the

River St. Francis Bill.
10, 875 ; 20, 1139.

FL YNN, Mr.
Weights and Measures A ct, 49.
Arichat Breakwater, 445.
Fourchi Harbour, 620.
St. Peter's Canal, 629.

Fog-Whistle at Cape D'Or.
Motion for Correspondence, 1003.

FORBES, Mr.
Mail to West Indies, 98.
Nova Scotia Indian Commissioners, 120.
Coffin's Island Fog-Whistle, 438.
Customs Act amendment, 652.
Deep Sea Weirs or Pounds, 888.
Supply, 1557, 1561, 1562, 1664.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1758.

Foreign Corporations Loan
Act Repeal Bill.

10, 42 ; 20 proposed, 204; 20,1043.

Forn of Petitions.
Mr. Speakei's Ruling, 268.

Form oj Questions, 339, 437.
Fort Frances Locks.

Motion for Papers, 186.
Resolution proposed, 1319.

Fourchi Harbour, N.S.
Q uestion, 620.

FRAZER, Mr.
Bill to extend Section 56 of " An Act relat-

ing to Banks and Banking," to the Bank of
British North America, 122, 257. 436, 540.

Refunding of Fees on Bill No. 17, 525.
Insalvent Act ameadment, 1090.

FRÉCHETTE, Mr.
Quebec Graving Dock, 25, 569.
Winter Navigation of St. Lawrence, 1375.

Free Postal Delivery.
Question, 186.

French International Exhibition of 1878.
Question, 1025.

French Repatriation.
Question, 488.
Motion for Correspondence, 527.

Gambling in Public Conveyan-
ces Bill.

10, 338; 20, 488; in Commaittee, 553;
640.

EST FLE [INDEX.]
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Gaming Houses Suppression
Act Amendment Bil.

1c, 685 ; 20, 853; 30, 904.

Gas and Gas Meters Inspection
BiH.

Resolution, 248, 854 ; 10, 905.
Bill withdrawn, 1769.

GAUDET, Mr.
The Tariff, 974.

Geological and Natural
History Survey Bill.

10, 122; 20, 311; resolution considered in
Committee, 399; Bill in Committee, 401;
30, 488.

Georgian Bay Branch.
Question, 43.
Motion for Reports, 339.
Question, 1894.

GLBBs, Mr. (N. Ontario.)
Weights and Measures Act, 50.
The Budget, 173, 174.
Coal Interest, 382, ;183, 390.
Ways and Means-Ttle Tariff, 427, 433, 497.
Government Bank Deposits, 620.
Custows Act amendnent, 650, 1079, 1080.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1208.
Railway Companies Traffic Rates, 1527.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1609.

GIBBS, Mr. (S. Ontario.)
Bill respecting Pickering Ilarbour, 202, 351,

812, 1042.
Insolvent Act repeal, 285, 365
Ways and Means-The Tarif, 411, 716, 717,

718, 721, 1190, 1192.
Superannuation of Whitby Customs Collec-

tor, 838, 840.
Ontario Bank Government Deposits, 998, 999,

1002.
Insolvent Act amendment. 1086, 1098, 1103.
Goverument Printing in New Brunswick,

1303.
Inspection of Petroleum, 1404.
Government Business, 1440.
Loan of 1876, 1443, 1453, 1454.
Weights and Measures Act amendment,

1607, 1825.
Pacific Railway, 1723, 1803.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1757, 1760, 1837,

1838, 1839.
Albert Railway Company, 1880.

GILLIES, Mr.
Immigrant Sheds for Southampton, 202.
Kincardine Harbour Dues Bill, 310, 409, 889.
Mail Service in County of Bruce, 1510.

GILL, Mr.
Téte-de-Brule Indians, 98.
Floating Cordwood on River

875.
Supply, 1586.

GILLMOR, Mr.
The Tariff, 758.
supply, 1354.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1390.

St. Francis,

GLO GUT

Globe Printing Company Bill.
1, 684; 20, 798 ; 3n, 889.

Goderich Breakwater.
Question, 686.

Goderich Harbour Works.
Motion for Papers, 186.
Remarks on Return, 1009.
Resolution proposed, 1541.

GOUDGE, Mr.
Bill te incorporate the Maitland Marine In-

surance Company, 78, 98.
Supply, 330. 1584, 1595.
Ways and Meaný-the Tariff, 433.
lmported Coal, 527.
Coal Interests, 548.
Customs Aet amendment, 651, 1081.
Windsor Branch Railway, 978.
Light Dues on Canadian Shipping, 1036.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1102, 1150, 1151,

1152.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1390.

Government Bank Deposits.
Motion for Returne, 620.

Government .Bysiness.
Motions for Precedence, 552, 1193, 1439.
Remarks, 812.

Government Life Insurance.
Motion withdrawn, 88.

Government Printing in New Bruns-
wick.

Resolution proposed, 1222.
Adjourned Debate, 1266.

Graham, Wmi., the late.
Motion for Correspondence, 633.

Grand Trunk and Intercolonial Railways.
Motion for Correspondence, 815, 1006.

Grand Trunk Strike.
Question, 368.
Motion for Orders in Council, 629.

Granville .Mail Route.
Motion for Correspondence, 1375.

Great Bras d'Or Postmnastership.
Motion for Correspondence, 106.

Great Seal of Nova Scotia.
Motion for Correspondence, 636.
Question, 981.

GREENWAY, Mr.
Bayfield Harbour, Lake Huron, 98.
Ways and Meas-the Tariff, 434.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1389.
Supply, 1507.

GUTHRIE, Mr.
The Address, 5.
Criminal Procedure, 581.
Larceny Act amendment, 685, 892, 893,
The Tariff, 775.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1101.
Voting by Ballot on Dunkin Act, 1372,
Northern Railway Bill, 1645.
Northern Railway Company, 1816.
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Ottawa, Vaudreuil and Montreal Railway
Company, 247, 351, 596.

Rise of Ottawa Waters, 1029, 1031.

HAGGART, Mr.
Fort Frances Locks, 195.
Supply, 264, 266.
Georgian Bay Branch, 343, 344.
Rideau Canal, 624.
Pacifie Railway, 1786, 1803.

Half-Breed Lands in Manitoba.
Motion for Correspondence, 109.

UIALL, Mr.
Bill respecting Permanent Building Societies

in Ontario, 184, 369, 1075.

Harbour Improvement.
Motion for Papers, 105.

Earbours of British Columbia.
Motion for Papers, 837.

HIGINBOTHAM, Mr.
Live Cattle Imports and Exports, 536.
The Tariff, 775.
Supply, 1353, 1354.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1609.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1858.

Holiwell, Martha Jemima
Hawkshaw, Divorce Bil.

10, 936; 20, 978 ; in Committee, 1065; 30,
1138.

HOLTON, Mr.
Prayers in the House, 28, 41, 94, 95.
Official Report of Debates, 31, 40.
Representation in Parliament, 49.
Intercolonial Railway, 59.
Importation of Sugar, 70.
Reception of Private Bills, 78.
Amendment and Consolidation of the Insur-

ance Acts, 81.
Petitions from U. S. Citizens, 93.
The Loan of 1875, 106.
Justice Loranger, 202.
Supply, 266, 1626, 1681, 1682, 1892.
Montreal Loan and Mortgage Company

Bill, 337, 409.
Insolvent Act Repeal 355.
Charlevoix Election Judgment, 367.
Coal Interest, 393, 394, 398.
Refunding of Fees, 525.
Weights and Measures Act repeal, 619.
Bates Divorce Bill, 796.
Inland Revenue Act amendment, 853.
Scott Divorce Bill 876
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 878, 879.
Montreal Harbour Tolls, 904.
Holiwell Divorce Bill, 937.«
Ontario Maritime Court, 1058.
Permanent Building Societies Act amend-

ment, 1078.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1083.
Insolvent A ct amendment, 1101, 1112, 1152.
Incorporation of Joint Stock Companies,

1146.
Transfer of Public Works, 1165.

DEX.] IIOL IMM

HOLTON, Mr.-Con.
Ways and Mean.-I Tariff, 1190, 1192.
A Defective Return, 1194.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1225.
Fort Frances Locks, 1344.
Queen vs. Wilkinson, 1482, 1540.
Resignation of Mr. Currier, 1516.
Sunuay Traffic on Canals, 1521.
Northern Railway Bill, 1645, 1755.
Ordnance and Admiralty Lands, 1665.
Indian Act amendment, 1764, 1840.
Auditing of Public Accounts, 1765, 1766,

1767, 1768, 1823,*1824.
Manitoba Junction Railway, 1809.
Northern Railway Company, 1818.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1838, 1839.
Customs and Excise Acts amendments, 1842.
Albert Railway Company, 1873, 1879, 1880,

1881.

ffomestead Settlement-Railway Reserve.
Question, 1511.

Iorse-Shoe Bar Channel.
Motion for Correspondence, 527.

HORTON, Mr.
Goderich Breakwater, 686.
Supply, 1508.

Hour of Adjournment.
Resolution, 99.

HUNTINGTON, Mr.
Changes in the Government, 39.
Report of Postmaster-General, 39.
Tampering with Registered Letters, 44.
Mails on Canada Southern Railway, 44.
Mail to West Indies, 98.
Great Bras D'Or Posmastership, 107, 108.
Mail on the London, Huron and Bruce Rail-

way, 186.
Free Postal Delivery, 186.
Supply, 251, 253, 1565.
Mails in Beauce and Dorchester, 445.
Northern Railway Inquiry, 468, 469, 470.
Postal Union, 537, 538.
Removal of Malcolm Matheson, 632.
British Columbia Mails, 638, 640.
St. Isidore Mail, 815.
Dismissal of Postmaster at Upper St.:Francis,

816.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 878, 879, 880, 881.
D H. Waterley's case, 882.
Postmaster at Little Narrows, 939.
Loss of a Mail Bag, 988.
Postmaster at Montmagny, 989, 990.
Dismissal of Postmaster of Erin, 1026, 1074.
Mail Service between Campbelltown and Pas-

pebiac, 1033.
Unprepaid Letters, 1039.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1261.
Newspaper Postage, 1510.
English Mail Train, 1510.
Mail Service in County of Bruce, 1510.

Immigrant Sheds for Southampton.
Question, 292.

Imigration and Colonization Committee.
Explanation, 97.
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Imperial Board of Trade and Canadian
Surgeons.

Motion for Correspondence, 30.

importation of Sugar.
Motion for Return, 68.

Imported Coal.
Motion for Return, 527.

Imports from the United States.
Motion for Return, 25.

Improper use of Firearms Bill.
10, 685; 20, 849; 3P, 1222; Senate, amendment

considered, 1509
Improvement of the Miramichi River.

Questions, 1360.

Int.ependence of Parliament
Act Amendment Bill.

10, 1809; 20, 1851; 30, 1867; Explanation,
1893.

Indian Act Amendment Bill.
10, 1627; 20, 1764; in Committee, 1824; Bill

withdrawn, 1840.

Indian Lands in British Columbia.
Motion for Correspondence, 1075.

Ingonish IIarbour.
Motion for Plans and Report, 815.

Inland Revenue Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Resolution in Committee, 247, 321, 85--; 10,
904; 20, 1064; in Committee, 1168; 30,
1404.

Insolvent Act Amendment
Bill. (-Mr Blake.)

1Q, 400 ; 20, 641 ; in C ommittee, 1085 ; 30,
1146; Senate amendments concurred in,
1710.

Insolvent Act Amendment
Bill. (Mr. Landerkin.)

10, 96; Order discharged, 368.

Insolvent Act Amendment
Bill. (Mr.White,North Renfrew.)

JO 122; Order discharged, 368.

Insolvent Àct Amendment or Repeal.
Question, 40.

Insolvent Act Repeal Bill. (Mr.
Palmer,)

10, 269 ; Bill withdrawn, 541.

Insolvent Acts Repeal Bill.
(Kr. Barthe.)

24; 20 proposed 83, 279; adjourned De-
bate, 353, 365; bivision on Mr. Wood's
amendment,-" That the Bill be read the
second time this day tour months," 366.

Insolvent Estates.
Motion for Returns, 442.

inspection of Gas and
854, 904, 1769.

Gas Meters, 248,

Inspection of Petroleum Bill.
10, 1404; 20, 1628 ; 30, 1760.

Inspection of Steamboats Act
Amendment Bill.

1, 785 ; 20, 905 ; 30, 1020.

Insurance Acts Amendment and Consoli-
dation.

Considered in Committee, 78.

Insurance Acts Amendment
Bill.

10, 248 ; 20, 320 ; in C ommittee, 1083 ; 3O,
1194.

Intercolonial and Grand Trunk Tarifs.
Motion for Return, 1006.

Intercolonial and Prince Edward Island
Railways.

Motion for Return, 634.

Intercolonial Railway, Coal Shipments
on.

Motion for Returns, 103.

Intercolonial Railway Employés in North
umberland.

Motion for Return, 443.

Intercolonial Railway.
Motions for.Returnas, 56, 1519.

International Exhibition.
Question, 526.

Iron Rails Loaned to Railways.
Motion for Return, 68.

IRvIG, Mr.
Imports from the United States, 25.
Procedure and Evidence in Criminal Cases

Bill, 42, 203, 552, 574,
Stamps on Promissory Notes or Bills of Ex-

change Bill, 684.
Breaches of Contracts, 857, 864, 865, 870.
Privileges and Elections Committee-Exami-

nation of Witnesses, 1497, 1498.
Resignation of Mr. Currier, 1516.
Railway Companies' Traffic Rates, 1521,

1529.
Supply, 1613.
Seat for Restigouche, 1700.
Election Cases, 1836.
Independence of Parliament Act amendment,

1853.
Seat for Gloucester, 1895.

Issue of Writs during Session.
Mr. Speaker's Ruling, 436.

Jacques Cartier Bank Bill.
10, 247; 2-, 351 ; 30, 698.
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Jesuit Barracks.
Question, 97.

JETTÉ, Mr.
La Banque Jacques Cartier Bill, 247, 698.
La Societé de Construction St. Jacques Bill,

247, 351, 1138.
St. Lawrence and Pacifie Railway Company

Ferry Bill, 310, 409, 698.
Union Cable Company Bill, 310, 409, 797.
Supply, 332.
Quebec Province Building Societies, 337,

699, 700, 1395.
Waterworks Joint Stock Companies Bill,

337.
Georgian Bay Branch, 348.
Royal Canadian Insurance Company Bill,

367, 409, 797, 988.
Rivière du Loup Bridge Bill, 1041, 1138.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1094.
Incorporation of Joint Stock Companies,

1146.
Ontario Maritime Court, 1441.

Joint Stock Compames Incor-
poration Bill.

10, 524; 2°, 711; in Committee, 1064; 311,
1145.

JONES, Mr. (Halifax.)
Post Office Printing, 113.
Dismissals from Office, 217, 218, 246.
Bill to Incorporate Union Marine Insurance

Company, 247, 351, 698.
Supply, 256, 257, 329, 1473, 1475, 1561, 1562,

1591, 1594,1652, 1663, 1830.
Bill respecting Protest of Inland Bills, 269,

369.
Ontario Maritime Court Bill, 273.
Springhill and Parrsboro' Coal and Railway

Company Bill, 352.
Coal In terest, 384, 385, 387, 388, 544.
Gambling Prevention, 553.
Tariff, 611, 615, 616, 617, 618, 676.
Weights and Measures Act repeal, 618, 619.
Customs Acts Amendment Bill, 644, 647, 648,

651, 652, 1024.
Truro and Pictou Railway Transfer, 705.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 878, 880.
Deep Sea Weirs or Pounds, 888.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1601,

1602, 1603, 1825.

JONES, Mr. (South Leeds).
Supply, 253, 266, 267, 1431, 1432, 1593, 1654,

1886.
Postal Union, 537, 538.
Rideau Canal, 624.
Dominion Dam, Devil Lake, 628.
Customs Act amendment, 645, 651, 1021,

1024, 1081.
Civil Service, 899.
Intercolonial and Grand Trunk Tariffs, 1007.
Joint Stock Companies, Incorporation of,

1064.
The Tariff, 1181, 1189.
Fort Frances Locks, 1327.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1858.

Jud es' Salaries, Nova Scotia,

Resolution, 248; 1, 320; 20, 401; 30, 488.

Judicial Staff of Montreal District.
Motion for Correspoudence, 815.

KERR, Mr.
Supply, 265.
Insolvent Act repeal, 358.
Criminal Procedure, 582.
Breaches of Contracts, 869.
Government Printing in New

1284, 1285, 1286.
Albert Railway Company, 1872.

KILLAM, Mr.

Brunswick,

Canadian Ship Sales in France, 536.
Truro and Pictou Railway Transfer, 707.
Insolvent Act amendment, 108, 1090.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1
Pilotage Act amendment, 131i.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1393.
Culling of Timber, 1400.
Inspection of Petroleum, 1404.
Maritime Contracta Act, 1894.

Killing of Cattle on the Intercoloniaj
Railway.

Motion for Return, 1005.

Kincardine Harbour Dues Bil.
10, 310; 20, 409; 3O, 889.

KIRK, Mr.
Coal Interest, 551.
Truro and Pictou Railway Transfer, 709.

KIRKPATRICK, Mr.
Fort France% Locks, 186, 192, 193, 194, 1319.
Supply, 249, 259, 262, 263, 1353, 1360, 1474,

1624, 1626, 1627, 1633.
Georgian Bay Branch, 345.
Charlevoix Election Jud gment, 367.
Union Life and Accident Insurance Company

of Canada Bill, 367, 1208.
Coal Interest, 390, 395.
Breach of Contracts, 524.
The Tariff, 615, 1190.
Weights and Measures Act repeal, 619.
Ontario Maritime Court, 642, 643, 1054, 1058,

1059, 1060.
Customs Act amendment, 651, 652.
Boliwell Divorce Bill, 937.
Welland and St. Lawrence Canals Improve-

ments, 1047, 1048, 1050.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1086.
Payment of Active Militia, 1153, 1156, 1157.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1276.
Voting by Ballot on Dunkin Act, 1372.
Inspection of Petroleum, 1404.

Lachine Canal Enlargement.
Motion for Correspondence, 1035.

Lachine Canal Staff.
Motion for Return, 981.

LAFLAMME, Mr.

Report of Inland Revenues, 24.
Changes in the Government, 37.
Weights and Measures Act, 50, 51.
Inland Revenue Aet amendment, 247, 321,

322, 853, 904, 1064, 1168, 1169, 1170, 1171,
1404.

Adulteration of Food, 248, 854, 1064, 1084.

JES JUD xix[INDEX.]
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LAFLAMME, Mr.-Con.
Inspection of Gas and Gas Meters, 248, 854,

855, 905, 1769.
Iiisolvent Act Repeal, 362, 363, 364, 365.
Seizure of Distilling Apparatus, 439.
Quebec Graving Dock, 568.
Duty on Mult, 940.
Culling of Timber, 1081, 1166, 1398, 1399,1402,

1403, 1441.
Admission of Newfoundland Fish and Fish

Oil, 1083, 1168.
Inspection of Petroleum, 1404, 1628, 1760.
Supply, 1587, 1588, 1589, 1611, 1612, 1613,

1614.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1595,

1605, 1610, 1825.
Pacific Railway, 1746, 1748.

LAJOIE, Mr.
Rivière du Loup Bridge Bill, 1042.

Lakes Buron and Superior Indian An-
nuities.

Motion for Correspondence, 1075.

LANIDERKIN, Mr.
Bill io amend the Insolvent Act'of 1875, 96,

357, 368.
Goderich Harbour Works, 1550.
Weights and Measures A ct amendment, 1606.

LANGEVIN, Mr.
Military College at Kingston, 30.
Piers at Bay St. Paul, Eboulements and Mal-

baie, 40.
Intercolonial Railway, 64, 65.
Sessional Paper No. 96, 66.
Quebec Marine Hospital, 66.
Prayers in the louse, 94.
Telegraph Lines in British Columbia, 103.
Supply, 265, 261, 1429, 1430, 1431, 1476, 1478,

1479, 1480, 1481, 1500, 1502, 1504, 1506, 1507,
1555, 1556, 1557, 1559, 1561, 1566, 1567, 1568,
1572, 1585, 15-6, 1611, 1612, 1613, 1662, 1663,
1827, 1828, 18,3, 1884, 1887, 1888.

Introduction of Mr. Roy, 328.
Culling of Timber, 1081.
Pilotage Act ani ndment, 1159, 1162.
Fort Frances Look, 1323, 1324, 1325, 1326.
Sunday Traffic on Canals, 1520.
Ordnance and A dmiiralty Lands, 1664, 1665,

1763.
Indian Act amen 'nent, 1764, 1824.
Pacific Railway, 1780.
Auditing of Publie Accounts, 1823.

L'Anse St. Jean Lighthouse.
Question, 979.

L'Anse St. Jean W/tart.
Question, 979.

LANTHIER, Mr.
Appointment of Harbour Masters at Quebec

Ports, 1068.

Larceny Act Amendment Bill.
(Mr. Blake.)

10, 184 ; 20, 319 ; 30, 400.

Larceny Act Anendment Bill.
(Air. Guthrie.)

10, 685 ; 20, 892.

Larwill, Edwin, the late.
Motion for Correspondence, &c , 621.

LAURIER, Mr.
Disallowance of Provincial Acts, 68.
Prayers in the House, 94
Election A et amendment, 558.
Loranger Committee, 685, 686.
Judicial Staff of Montreal District, 815.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 920, 952.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1148, 1149.
Appeals from Justices of the Peace, 1165.
Mr. Currier's Seat for Ottawa, 1482, 1515.

Le Crédit loncier du Bas Canada.
Motion for Statement, 114.

Life Insurance Bill.
10, 248; 2Q, 320; 3°, 1194.

Lifellnsurance Policies Bill.
lu, 525; Bill withdrawn, 700.

Life Saving Stations in British Columbi.
Resolution proposed, 1070.

Light Dues on Canadian Shipping.
Motion for Correspondence, 1036.

LITTLE, Mr.
Tampering with Registered Letters, 44.
The Tariff, 966.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1292.
North-West Troubles, 1414.
Northern Railway Bill, 1755.
Northern Railway Company, 1815.

Live Stock.
Motion for Return, 68.
Imports and Exports, 536.

Loan Companies Bill.
10, 1438; 20, 1664.

Loan of 1875.
Motion for Return, 106.

Loan of 1876.
Resolution proposed, 1443.

Logan's Farm at Montreal.
Question, 1510.

London and Canada Bank Bill.
10, 96 ; 2°, 257.

London and Ontario Invest-
ment Co. Bil.

10, 184 ; 2, 257 ; 3-, 1042.

London*Emigration Agency.
Question, 980.

Long Island Bridge.
Motion for Correspondence, 629.

Loranger, Mr. Justice.
Printing of Petitions ordered,,40.
Motion for Reference, 202.
Motion to refer Petition, 399.
Motion to print Evidence, 685.

LAIR LOIR[INDEX.]
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Loss of a Mail Bag.
Motion for Return, 988.

[INDEX.]

Lunenburg Shipping Master.
Explanation, 276.

MACDONALD, Mr. (Centre Toronto.)
Prayers in the House, 26, 41, 94.
Bill to amend Act of Incorporation of Lon-

don and Ontario Investment Company,
184, 257, 1042.

Insolvent Act repeal, 295, 296.
Northern Railway Bill, 436, 1375, 1644, 1645,

1755.
The Tariff, 521, 606.
Toronto Harbour, 534, 535.
Customs Act amendment, 650, 1024.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1090, 1095, 1098.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1383, 1384.
Secret 3Service Fund, 1489.
Independence of Parliament, 1853.

MACDONALD, Mr. (Cornwall.)
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1267, 1269.
Sunday Traffic on Canals, 1520.

MACDONALD, Sir John A.
Official Report of Debates, 4, 24, 31.
The Address, 11.
Prayers in the House, 27, 94.
Dominion Dam on Devil Lake, 28.
Fishery Clauses, Washington Treaty,,29.
Changes in the Government, 33.
Mails on Canada Southern Railway, 44.
Secret Service Fund, 44, 48, 439, 440, 441.
Recognition of the Volunteers of 1837-38,

55.
Intercolonial Railway, 65.
Administration of Justice in the District'of

Richelieu, 73.
Amendment and Consolidation of the In-

surauce Acts, 79, 81.
Insolvent A ets Repeal Bill, 83.
Dismissals from Office, 93, 204, 585, 586.
Reception of Private Bills, 96.
County Court Judge of Leeds and Gren-

ville, 99.
Hour of Adjournment, 100, 101, 102.
Mails between Sydney and Cow Bay, 122.

'-The Budget, 178.
Fort Frances Locks, 191, 192, 193, 1340, 1341,

1343, 1345.
Northern Railway, 196, 469, 471, 472, 473,

479, 485, 488, 554.
Civil Service, 197, 1870.
Vital Statistics, 200.
Port Hope Postmastership, 201.
Inland Revenue Bill, 247, 248, 1170.
Supply, 250, 252, 253, 254, 255, 260, 263, 265,

266, 268, 323, 324, 325, 327, 328, 337, 1346,
1357, 1430, 1473, 1574, 1576, 1577, 1579,
1580, 1612, 1614, 1615, 1616, 1642, 1662,
1877, 1883, 1884.

Insolvent Act repeal, 270, 309.
Ontario Maritime Court Bill, 271, 274, 641,

642.
Lunenhurg Shipping Master, 279.
Albert Railway Company Bill, 310.
Geological Survey Bill 314.
Offences against the Person Bill, 319.
Salaries of Nova Scotia Judges Bill, 321.
Inland Revenue Act, 332.
Introduction of Mr. Roy, 328.
Prison Discipline Bill, 338.
Georgian Bay Branch, 350.

MAC MAC xxi

MACDONALD, Sir John A.-Con.
Ottawa Agricultural Insurance Company

Bill, 352.
Springhill and Parrsboro' Coal and Railwaf

Company Bill, 353, 813, 814.
Charlevoix Election Judgment, 366, 367.
Appointment of Senators, 373, 374, 375, 378.
Coal Interest, 394, 395.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 401, 404, 411,

416, 517, 519, 592, 616, 617, 716, 719, 772,
773, 957, 977, 1171, 1172, 1173, 1174, 1175,
1180, 1188

New Brunswick Orange Incorporation Act,
444.

Special Tarif for British Columbia, 532, 534.
Government Business Precedence, 552, 1439,

1441.
Gambling Prevention, 553, 554.
Election Act amendment, 558, 559.
Quebec Graving Dock, 570, 572.
Criminal Procedure, 582.
The late Edwin Larwill, 622.
Rideau Canal, 627.
Mr. Graham, the late, 633.
Customs Act amendment, 645, 646, 648, 649,

650, 1021 1022, 1023 1024.
Printing of Votes and Proceedings, 684.
Stamps on Promissory Notes and Bills of

Exchange, 684.
Non-forfeitable Life Assurance Policies, 701.
Procedure with Government Orders, 842.
Quebec Harbour and Pilotage amendment,

845.
Improper use of Fire-arms, 850, 851.
Inspection of Gas and Gas Meters, 855.
Floating Cordwood on River St. Francis,

875.
Scott Divorce Bill, 876.
Questions put by Members, 877.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 877, 880.
David H. Waterley, case of, 883.
Montreal Harbour Tolls, 904.
Holiwell Divorce Bill, 937.
Nova Scotia Great Seal, 981.
Dismissal of Wm. Colwell, 983.
Postmaster of Montmagny, 990.
Ontario Bank Government Deposits. 1001.
Breaches of Contracts, 1011, 1015.
Rivière du Loup Bridge Bill, 1041, 1042.
Stouffville Representation, 1042, 1043.
Foreign Corporations Loans, 1045.
Welland and St. Lawrence Canal Improve-

ments, 1051
Ontario Maritime Court, 1057, 1059, 1060.
Payment of Active Militia, 1061.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1151, 1152.
A Defective Return, 1193, 1194.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1234, 1238, 1252, 1263, 1284.
Port Colborne Harbour Claims, 1361, 1532.
Dismissal of Arnprior Slidemaster, 1364.
Voting by Ballot on Dunkin Act, 1369.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1386.
North-West Troubles, 1422, 1425.
Loan of 1876, 1466, 1468, 1469, 1470.
Seat for Lincoln, 1483
Privileges and Elections Committee-Ex-

amination of Witnesses, 1497.
Transportation of Mounted Police, &c., 1512.
Resignation of Mr. Currier, 1516.
Sunday Traffic on Canals, 1520, 1521.
Goderich Harbour Works, 1547, 1554.
Northern Railway, 1645.
Ordnance and Admiralty Lands, ]665, 1762,

1763.
Provincial Great Seals, 1667.



MAC MAC

MACDONALD, Sir John A.-Con.
Pacific Railway, 1713, 1717, 1718, 1720, 1777,

1802, 1803, 1804, 1805.
Indian Act amendment, 1764.
Auditing of Public Accounts, 1824.
Customs and Excise Acts amendment, 1843,

1848.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1851, 1852, 1861, 1865, 1866, 1893.
Albert Bailway Company, 1873, 1879, 1880,

1881.
Sir John A. Macdonald and Crown Suits,

1893.
Washington Treaty and Fisheries Commis-

sion, 1894.
Seat for Glou cesier, 1895.

MACDONNELL, Mr.
Ontario Maritime Court Bill, 271.
Insolvent Act repeal, 356.
Coal Interest, 381.
Weights and Measures Act repeal, 618.
Port Hood Harbour, 620.
Truro and Pictou Railway Transfer, 706,

710, 1053.
Breaches of Contracts, 863.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 880.
Protection to British Columbia Mines, 892.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1104, 1151.

MACDOIGALL, Mr. (East Elgin.)
Insolvent Act repeal, 286, 288.
The Tariff, 679.
Improper Use of Firearms, 853.
Breaches of Contracts, 869.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1100.
Stouffville Representation, 1139.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1758.
Independence of Parliament Act

ment, 1866.

MACKAY, Mr. (Cape Breton.)

amend-

Bounty on Coal, 39, 51, 379, 541, 584, 1869,
1873.

Partridge Harbour Improvement, 105.
Great Bras D'Or Postmastership, 107.
Mails between Sydney and Cow Bay, 122,

123,
Dismissals from Office, 241, 243.
Ontario Maritime Court Bill, 273.
Insolvent Act repeal, 307.
Protest of Inland Bills Bill, 369, 370.
Seizure of Schooner " Napier," 529.
Defalcations at Baddeck, 529.
Gambling Prevention, 553.
Fish-Breeding in Cape Breton, 619.
Dredging at Cape Breton, 620.
Quarantine Station at Sydney, 620.
Returns of Harbour Masters, 628.
St. Peter's Canal, 631.
Customs Act amendment, 652.
Truro and Picton Railway Transfer, 707.
Improper Use of Firearms, 851.
Breaches of Contracts, 857.
Protection of British Columbia Mines, 890.
Pilotage Act amendment, 1163, 1318.
Ways and Means- -The Tariff, 1189.
Supply, 1346, 1347, 1476, 1477, 1624, 1652,

1656.
Measurement of Registered Ships, 1396.
Goderich Harbour Works, 1550.
In lependence of Parliament Act amend-

m.ent, 1863.

MACKENZIE, Mr.
Oaths of Office Bill, 2.
Consideration of Speech from the Throne, 4.
Printing of Votes and Proceedings, 4.
Select Standing Committees, 4, 25,39,42,399.
General Report of Public Works, 4.
Official Report of Debates, 4, 24, 31.
The Address, 17, 21.
Quebec Graving Dock, 25, 377, 378, 562, 566,

568, 569, 571, 572, 573,
Prayers in the House, 27, 95
Changes in the Government, 32.
Adjournment for Ash Wednesday, 40.
Naturalized Aliens, 43.
Georgian Bay Branch, Pacific Railway, 43,

1894.
River Sydenham, 43.
Telegraph line, Vancouver Island, 43.
Pacific Railway Surveys, 44, 1517.
Boundary line of Alaska, 44.
Welland Canal Works, 44, 202, 1048, 1051.
Secret Service Fund 46, 49, 440.
Recognition of the 'Volunteers of 1837-1838,

54.
Intercolonial Railway, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61,

62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 1519.
Sessional Paper, No. 96, 66.
Accidents on the Intercolonial Railway, 68.
Northern Railway, 77, 460, 462, 464, 465,

472, 473, 483, 485, 487, 554, 585, 1517, 1518.
Reception of Private Bills, 78, 96.
Dism'issals from office, 89, 91, 93, 209, 215.
Jesuit Barracks, 97.
Bayfield Harbour, Lake Huron, 98.
Steamers between Ontario and Cape Breton,

98.
Reply to the Address, Message from His Ex-

celiency, 99.
Hour of Adjournment, 100, 101, 102.
Accidents caused by Railway Frogs, 103.
Coal Shipments on the Intercolonial Rail-

way, 104.
Partridge Harbour Improvement, 105.
Agricultural Committee's Report, 116, 117.
Manitoba Land Claims, 120.
Banking and Commerce Committee, 122.
The Budget, 170.
Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba, 185.
Fort Frances Locks, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192,

193, 194, 1320, 1321, 1323, 1324, 1325, 1326,
1330, 1331, 1341, 1342, 1343, 1344, 1345.

Vital Statistics, 201.
Port Hope Postmastership, 201.
Immigrant Sheds, Southampton, 202.
Inland Revenue Bill, 247.
Supply, 252, 253, 257, 263, 267, 324, 325, 326,

327, 328, 331, 334, 335, 795, 796, 810, 1346,
1352, 1354, 1360, 1430, 1431, 1432, 1435, 1436,
1437, 1438, 1472, 1473, 1474, 1475, 1476, 1478,
1479, 1480, 1481, 1482, 1498, 1500, 1501, 1502,
1503, 1504, 1505, 1506, 1507, 1508, 1555, 1556,
1557, 1558, 1559, 1567, 1584, 1589, 1590, 1591,
1592,1593,1594, 1595, 1611, 1613, 1614,1615,
1616, 1624, 1627, 1629, 1646, 1647, 1662, 1663,
1686, 1692, 1694, 1698, 1701, 1702, 1704, 1709,
1827, 1828, 1829, 1830, 1831, 1832, 1833, 1835,
1877, 1878, 1884, 1885, 1886, 1887, 1888, 1889,
1890, 1891, 1892.

Insolvent Act Repeal Bill (Mr. Palmer) 270.
Lunenburg Shipping Master, 279.
Albert Railway Company Bill, 310.
Dominion Elections Bill, 311.
Introduction of Mr. Roy, 328.
St. Rocne Post Office, 338.
Trent River Works, 338.
Exemption from Duty, 338.
Protection of Fish, 339.
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MACKENZIE, Mr.-Con.
Carillon Dam, 339.
Georgian Bay Branch, 342, 343, 344, 348, 35

351
Pickering Harbour Company Bill, 352.
Ottawa Agricultural Insurance Compan

Bill, 352.
Quebec and Lake St. John Railway, 367.
Insolvent Act Repeal Bill (Mr. White, Rei

frew) 368, 369.
Ontario Permanent Building Societies Bil

369.
Appointment of Senators, 373, 375, 376.
Coal Interests, 388, 393, 396, 397, 399.
Truro and Pictou Railway Transfer, 400, 70:

704, 707, 710, 1020, 1051.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 404, 405, 40(

408, 502, 519, 773, 778, 781, 782, 964, 97,
1171 1173 1174.

St. Charles hailway Branch, 436.
Dufferin Improvements at Quebec, 437.
Intercolonial Railway Employés in North

umberland, 443.
French Repatriation, 488.
Horseshoe Bar Channel, 527.
Rondeau Harbour of Refuge, 531.
Toronto Harbour, 535
Precedence for Government business, 552

1439, 1440, 1441.
Dismissals from Office, 587, 588.
Dredging in Cape Breton, 620.
Quarantine Station at Sydney, 620.
Breakwater at Main-à-Dieu, 620.
Fourchi Harbour, 620.
The late Edwin Larwill, 622.
Rideau Canal, 627, 628.
Dominion Dam, Devil Lake, 628.
Long Island Bridge, 629.
St. Peter's Canal, 632.
Aspy Bay Harbour, 633.
Wm. Graham, The late, 633.
Bywash at Long Island, 635.
St. John River Navigation, 637.
Customs Act amendment, 649, 650.
Printing of Votes and Proceedings, 683.
Goderich Breakwater, 686.
Pacifc Railway, 691, 1123, 1124, 1126, 1570,

1629, 1637, 1640, 1642, 1711, 1713,1717, 1723
1724, 1728, 1730, 1801, 1803, 1804.

Montreal Harbour Tolls, 904.
Postmaster at Little Narrows, 939.
Pacific Railway Route in British Columbia,

978.
Purchase of Old Rails from the Intercolonial,

978.
Windsor Branch Railway, 979.
L'Anse St. Jean Wharf, 979.
Northern Railway Commission, 980, 1117.
Great Seal of Nova Scotia, 981.
Ordnance Property at Quebec, 981.
Section 15 of Pacific Railway, 1005.
Intercilonial and Grand Trunk Tariffs, 1007,

1008, 1009.
Goderich Harbour Return, 1009, 1545, 1554.
Customs Act amendment, 1021, 1022, 1023,

1024, 1079, 1080, 1117.
French Exhibition of 1878, 1025.
Wharf at Ste. Anne du Saguenay, 1025.
Carillon Lock and Slide, 1027, 1028.
Rise of Ottawa waters, 1030, 1031.
Introduction of Mr. H. L. Langevin, 1032.
Political Custom House Officers, 1035.
Lachine Canal enlargement, 1036.
Foreign Corporations Loans, 1046.
St. Placide Wharf, 1066.
Malt taken out of Bond, 1068.
Oascumpec Harbour, 1069.

MACKENZIE, Mr.-Con.
Court House and Gaol for Kamouraska, 1069.

0, Life Saving Stations in British Columbia,
1070.

Pacific Railway Sù'rvey Employés, 1076, 1510.
.y A Defective Return, 1116 1193

Railway from Quebec to Lake St. John, 1117.
Safety of Passengers, 1140, 1141, 1143.

2- Culhing offimber, 1168, 1402,' 1403.
Inland Revenue Act amendment, 1171.

1) Business of the flouse, 1193.
Goverument Printing in New Brunswick,

1232, 1266, 1302, 1303.
Seat for Gloucester, 1315.

3, Improvement of Mliramichi River, 1360.
Port Coîborne Harbour dlaims, 1361, 1532.
Newspaper Postage, 1361.

r, Dismissal of Aruprior Sldemaster, 1365.
Voting by Ballot on Dunkin Act, 1373.
Northern Railway of Canada, 1375, 175

1756, 1757.
Prohibi tory Liquor Law, 1385, 1388.
Old Rails distribution, 1396, 1571.
Inspection of Petroleum, 1404.
North-West Troubles, 1425.
Loan of 1876, 1468, 1469, 1470.
Seat for Lincon, 1434, 1569.
Slidemastership on Black River, 1510.
Logan's arm at Montreal, 1510.
Immigration to British Columbia, 1511.
flomestead Settiement Railway Reserve, 1511.
Transportation ofMouted Police, &c., 1512.
Resignation ofMr. Currier, 1514, 1515.
Sunday Traffic on Canais, 1520.
Railway Companies' Traffic Rates, 1527,1529.
Works at River St. Charlep, 1529.
Administration of Montreal.Harbour Board,

Sorel, 1530.
Booms and Piers on the Gatineau, 1535, 1536,

1538, 1539.
Departmental Pay Lists, 1541.
Manitoba Junction Railway amendment,

1569.
Weights aud Measures Act amendment, 1602.
Ordnance and Admiralty Lands, 1665, 1763.
Campbell Divorce Bi, 1759, 1837, 1839.
Indian Act ameodment, 1840, 1841.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1809, 1851, 1865.
Civil Service, 1872.
Washington Treaty sud Fisheries Commis-

sion, 1893.

iMwACMLLaN i Mr.
Mail on the London, Huron ad Bruce Rail-

wy, 186.
Northern Railway Inquiry, 479.
Proposed Bil regarding the Agricultural

Insurance Company of Canada, 525.
Insolvent Act amendnent, 1092.
Govt-rnm'ýnt Printing in New Brunswick,

1283, 1302.

Mail-I ag, Loss of.
Motion for Return, 988.

-Mails belween Sydney and Cow Bay.
Explanation, 12,1.

ai Service below Quebec n 1876.
Motion for Retrn, 841.

ail Service between Campbellton and
.Paspebiac.

Notion for Correspondence, 1032.
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Mail Service between Victoria and San
Francisco.

Motion for Correspondence, 72.

Mail Service in the County of Bruce.
Question, 1510.

-Mail Service on Lakes Huron and
Superior.

Motion for Advertisement for Tenders, 112.

Mails in the Counties of Beauce and
Dorchester.

Motion for Correspondence, 444.

Mails on the Canada Southern Railway.
Question, 44.

Mails on the London, Huron and Bruce
Railway.

Question, 186.

Mail to West Indies.
Question, 98.

Main-à-Dieu Breakwater.
Question, 620.

Maitland Marine
Company Bill.

1°, 78; 20, 98.

Insurance

J<colm RoIheson, lRemoval oJ.
Motion of Correspondence, 632.

Malt taken out of Bond.
Motion fur Return, 1068.

Managenent of the Library.
Committee appointed, 40.

-Manitoba Battalion Clains.
Question, 25.

Manitoba Boundaries Biti.
lu, 874; 29 and 3°, 1021.

Manitoba Junction Railway
Company Act Amendment
Bill.

10, 1529 ; 20. 1569; Bill withdrawn, 1809

Manitoba Land Clains.
Motion for Return, 119.

Manitoba Lands.
Motion for Return, 438.

Manitoba, Lieut.-Gov. of.
Explanations, 185, 274.

Manitoba Railway Reserve.
Motion for Correspondence, 67.

Marquette Wood Lands.
Motion for Return, 538.
Debate Resumed, 555.

MAR MCC

Marine Hospital at Sydney.
Motion for Return, 31.

Maritime Contracts Act.
Question, 1895.

MASSON, Mr.

Changes in the Government, 36.
Administration of Justice, District of Rich-

elieu, 73.
Amendment and Consolidation of the Insur-

ance Acts, 82.
Prayers in the House, 94, 95.
Jesuit Barracks, 97, 98.
North-Western Boundary of Ontario, 98.
Agricultural Committee's Report, 117.
The Budget, 156.
Fort Frances Locks, 189, 193, 1323, 1329, 1337,

1343.
Supply, 257, 258, 259, 266, 267, 325, 326, 330,

331, 332,801,803,810,1346,1356,1359,1360,
1437, 1438, 1478, 1479, 1481, 1499, 1505, 1555,
1579, 1584,1585,1586,1587,1614,1615,1623,
1626, 1640, 1643, 1646, 1651.

Geological Survey Bill, 312, 314.
Georgian Bay Branch, 348.
Appointment of Senators, 371.
Quebec Graving Dock, 378, 566, 567.
Coal Interest, 392.
Form of Questions, 437.
Seizure of Distilling Apparatus, 439.
French Repatriation, 488, 527.
Dismissals from Office, 586, 587.
The Tariff, 671, 676, 712, 714, 1172, 1173,

1175.
Bates Divorce Bill, 796.
Improper use of Firenrms, 853.
Montreal Harbour Tolls, 904.
Breaches of Contracts, 1014.
Rivière du Loup Bridge Bill, 1042.
Pacific Railway, 1122, 1124, 1722, 1728, 1730,

1731, 1749, 1752.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1152.
Government Printing, New Brunswick, 1278.
Seat for Gloucester, 1312.
Extradition of Fugitive Criminals, 1317.
Old Rails Distribution, 1396.
North-West Troubles, 1412, 1421.
Government Business, 1440.
Ordnance and Andmiralty Lands, 1664.
Au liting of Public Accounts, 1823.
Customs and Excise Acts amendment. 1841.

MCCALLUM, AIr.

Supply, 268, 799, 1479, 1480, 1657.
Georgian Bay Branch, 347.
Coal Interest, 387.
Ways and Means-The Budget, 417.
Northern Railway Enquiry, 463, 1117.
The Tariff, 658, 944.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1249, 1289.
Secret Service Money., 1493.
Northern Railway Commission - A ccoun-

tant's Report, 1517, 1518.
Port Colborne Harbour Master, 1532.
Goderich Harbour Works, 1552.·
Northern Railway Company, 1821.

MCCARTHY, Mr.
Mail Service on Lakes Fluron and Superior,

112.
Georgian Bay Branch, 339, 350.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 418, 424, 425,

427
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MCCARTHY, Mr.-Con.

Appointment of Officials, 443.
Sott Divorce Bill, 811, 812, 875, 1039.
Political Custom House Officers, 1033, 1035.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1097, 1098, 1149.
Ontario Permanent Building Societies Act

amendment, 1144.
Government Printing in New Br unswick,

1294.
Transportation of Mounted Police, 1511.
Canadian Pacifie Railway Survey, 1517.
Northern Railway Commission, 1519.

McCRANEY, Mr.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1392.

McDONALD, Mr. (Cape Breton.)
Marine Hospital at Sydney, Cape Breton, 31.
Steamers between Ontario and Cape Breton,

98.
Great Bras D'Or Postmastership, 107.
Dismissals from Office, 237, 238, 243, 586.
Pilotage Authorities, 378, 379.
Coal Interest, 382, 543.
Breakwater at Main-à-Dieu, 620.
Returns of Harbour Masters, 628.
Truro and P'ictou Railway Transfer, 706.
Pilotage Act amendment, 1160, 1163, 1317.
Goderich Harbour Works, 1549, 1551.
Supply, 1558.

MCDOUGALL, Mr. (South Renfrew.)
Live Stock, 68.
Civil Service, 198, 895.
Geological Survey Bill, 313.
Carillon Dam, 339, 1026.
Georgian Bay Branch, 347.
Wm. Graham, The late, 633.
Canada Central Extension, 1117, 1375.
Culling of Timber, 1166, 1167, 1402, 1403.
Dismissal of Arnprior Slide-Master, 1362,

1364, 1366, 1367.
Supply, 1613, 1827.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1759.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1860.

MCGREGOR, Mr.
cal Interest, 381.
ondeau Harbour of Refuge, 531.

MCINTYRE, Mr.

" Northern Light" Steamer, 85.

McISAAC, Mr.
" Northern Light" Steamer, 86.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1151.
Supply, 1475.

MCKAY, Mr. (Colchester.)
Loss of a Mail Bag, 988.
Intercolonial and Grand Trunk Tariffs, 1008.

MCLEOD, Mr.

ply, 1478, 1501, 1555.
ert Railway Company, 1879.

MCNAB, Mr.

The Tarif, 747.
Rise of Ottawa Waters, 1029.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1380.

McQUADE, Mr.
Ontario Bank Government Deposits, 999.

Neasurement
Ships Bill.

of Registered

10, 1164 ; 20, 1317 , 30, 1396.

Merchant Shipping Act.
Motion for Correspondence, 55.

METCALFE, Mr.
Coal Interest, 550.
Stouffville Representation Bill, 618, 792, 1042,.

1139.
The Tariff, 662.

Netropolitan Bank Bill.
10, 247; 20, 352; 3Q, 698.

Military Qollege at Kingston.
Motion for Return, 30.

JMilitia General Orders.
Question, 686.

Militia Staff Officers.
Motion for Orders in Council, 1533.

MILLS, Mr.
Manitoba Railway Reserve, 67.
Prayers in the House, 94.
Tête de Brule Indians, 99.
Half-breed Lands in Manitoba, 111, 112.
Manitoba Land Claims, 120.
Nova Scotia Indian Commissioners, 121.
Bill respecting the Geological and Natural

History Survey of Canada, and mainte n-
ance of Museum connected therewith, 122,
311, 316, 399, 401, 488.

Annuities to Indians, 186.
Supply, 263, 264, 326, 1571, 1572, 1573, 1574,

1575, 1576, 1577, 1578, 1579, 1580, 1581, 1584,
1585, 1586, 1614, 1615, 1662, 1693, 1883, 1884.

Appointment of S-nators, 374.
Coal Interest, 388, 395, 549.
Northern Railway Inquiry, 486.
Woodland in Marquette, 557.
The Tariff, 616, 712, 714, 716, 717, 718, 719,

720, 721, 725, 726, 1'90, 1191, 1192.
Customs Act amendment 650.
North-West Territories Act amendment,

685, 1065, 1085, 1872.
Scott Divorce Bill, 812.
Boundaries of Manitoba, 874, 875, 1021.
Protection of British Columbia Miners, 891.
Preservation of Buffalo, 993, 994, 995.
St. Augustin Parish Post Office, 1067.
Dundas Post Office Savings Bank, 1072.
Lakes Huron and Superior Indian Annuities,

1075.
Inland Revenue Act amendment, 1170.
A Defective Return, 1193.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1207, 1208.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1260, 1263, 1303.
Voting by Ballot on Dunkin Act, 1369, 1371.
Granville Mail Route, 1375.
Ordnance and Admiralty Lands, 1396, 1664,

1665, 1760, 1761, 1762, 1763.
Loan of 1876, 1465, 1468.
Indian Act amendment, 1627, 1764, 1824,

1825, 1840.
Pacifie Railway, 1723, 1724.

Miramichi River.
Question, 526.
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MITCHELL, Mr.

Fishery Clauses, Washington Treaty, 28.
Prayers in the House, 41.
Intercolonial Railway, 61.
Accidents on Intercolonial Railway, 67.
Revenue paid by Provinces, 105.
Fort Frances Locks, 191.
Dismissals from Office, 234, 586, b87.
Supply, 251, 252, 255, 256, 267, 268, 323, 328,

334, 799, 1349, 1354, 1356, 1360, 1429, 1432,
1437, 1475, 1476, 1477, 1479, 1481, 1500, 1501,
1504, 1505, 1507, 1508, 1557, 1558, 1616, 1625,
1626, 1638, 1642, 1652, 1828, 1829, 1830, 1831,
1867, 1878, 1888, 1889, 1890, 1892.

Insolvent Act repeal, 270, 301, 363.
Ontario Maritime Court Bill, 271, 272, 273,

274, 1058, 1060, 1397, 1442, 1443.
Georgian Bay Branch, 349.
Smelt Fisheries in Bathurst Harbour, 442.
Intercolonial Railway Employés in North-

umberland, 443.
Quebec Graving Dock, 562, 573.
Civil Service, 698, 893, 895, 898.
Pictou.and Truro Railway Transfer, 705, 707,

708, 710, 1020, 1021, 1051.
The Tarif, 754, 7'3, 783.
Inspection of Steamboats, 785.
Bates Divorce Bill, 797.
Fisheries Commission, 814.
Representation of Minorities, 836.
Quebec Harbour and Pilotage amendment,

842, 843, 844, 845, 846, 847, 848, 1020, 1666.
Superannuation of Whitby Customs Collec-

tor, 840.
Inland Revenue Act amendment, 854.
Inspection of Gas and Gas Meters, 854, 855.
David H. Waterley, case of, 884.
Postmaster at Little Narrows, 939.
Fishing Rights in New Brunswick, 1004.
Killing of Cattle on Intercolonial, 1005.
Intercolonial and Grand Trunk Tariffs, 1008,

1009.
Breaches of Contracts, 1011.
Customs Acts Consolidation, 1022, 1023,

1024.
Rise of Waters on Ottawa, 1031.
Rivière du Loup Bridge Bill, 1041.
ttouffville Representation, 1043.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1089, 1090, 1095,

1102, 1104, 1147, 1149.
Transfer of Portage Island, 1118.
Pilotage Act amendment, 1158, 1161, 1162,

1163, 1317,1318, 1397
Transfer of Public Works, 1165.
Improvement of the Miramichi, 1360.
-Culling of Timber, 1403.
North-West Troubles, 1415.
Government Businese, 439.
English Mail Train, 1510.
Fisheries in Napan and Black Rivers, 1531.
Ordnance and Admiralty Lands, 1761.
Auditing of Public Accounts, 1768, 1769,

1822.
Inspection of Gas and Gas Meters, 1769.
Indian Acis amendment, 1841.
Independence of Parliament A ct amendment,

1853, 1865
Albert Railway Company,1879.
Washington Treaty and Fisheries Commis-

8ion, 1894.

ORMFFAT, Mi.
Seat for Restigouche, 1711.

Money paid to 0. J. Brgdges.
Motion for Return, 838.

Montmagny Postmaster.
Motion for Return, 989.

MONTEITH, Mr.
Supply, 789, 1351, 1352.
The Tariff, 971.

Montreal Hiarbour Commissioners' Pilot-
age Tarif By-Law.

Motion for Order in Council, 1517.

Montreal Harbour Tolls Bill.
10, 904; 2° and 30, 1064.

Montreal Loan and Mortgage
Company BUll.

10, 337; 20, 409.

Montreal, Portland and Boston
Railway Company Bill.

10, 122 ; 20, 257 ; 3°, 596.

Montreal Wharfage Dues.
Motion for Return, 535.

-lorris, Lieutenant- Governor.
Explanation, 185, 274, 275, 276.

MoUsSEAU, Mr.
Petition of Justice Loranger, 4.
Administration of Justice, District of Rich-

elieu, 76.
Insolvent Act repeal, 359.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 905.
Seat for Montreal West, 1809.
7V"apier," Seizure of.
Motion for Correspondence, 528.

National Investment
pany of Canada Bill.

1°, 1051 ; 2", 1065; 30, 1375.

Naturalized Aliens.
Question, 43.

Com-

Navigation of American Waters.
Motion for Correspondence, 25.

Navigation on the North Shore of the St.
Lawrence.
Question, 979.

New Brunswick Criminal
Cases Procedure Bill.

10, 269; Bill withdrawn, 540.

New Brunswick Orange Incorporation
Act.

Motion for Correspondence, 444.

Newcastle Fish-breeding Establishment.
Motion for Return, 838.

New Members Elected, 2.

New Members Introduced, 2, 24, 328,
1032.
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NEW NOV

Xew)Westminster, County Court Judges,
Appointment of.

Motion for Correspondence, 1036.

-Newspaper Postage.
Questions, 1361, 1509.

New Writ, 1541.

Niagara Grand Island Bridge
Company Bill.

10, 247; 20, 351; 30, 619.

Non-forfeitable Life
rance Policies Bill.

10, 525; Bill withdrawn, 700.

Assur-

NoRRIs, Mr.
Welland Canal Works, 44, 202, 1047.
Customs Act amendment, 653.
Resignation of, 1568.

<'Northern Light " Steamer.
Motion for Return, 83.
Explanation, 186.
Motion for Return, 379.

Northern Railway
ment Bill.

Arrange-

10, 20 and 30, 1840.

Northern Railway Bill.
1°, 436; 2°, 1375; in Committee, 1644; 30,

1755.

Northern Railway Commission.
Question and Report, 77.
Motion for Instructions, 196, 445.
Question, 980.
Question, 1117.
Motion for Return, 1374.
Motion for Accountant's Report, 1517.

Northern Railway Committee, 554, 585.

]Yorthern Railway Company.
Government Notice of Motion, 1810.

North- Western Boundar
Question, 98.

Ontario.

North-West Territories
Amendment Bill.

Act

10, 685; 20, 1065; 30, 1085; Senate amend-
ments concurred in, 1872.

Yorth- West Troubles-W. D.
oughue.

O'Don-

Resolution proposed, 1405.

Nova Scotia Great Seal.
Motion for Correspondence, 636.
Question, 981.

Nova S otia Indian Commissioners.
Motion for Return, 120.

Oath
10, 2.

OAT ORT

s of Office Bill.

Offences against the
Bill.

1°, 202; 20, 319; 30, 401.

Official Report of the Debates.

xxvii

person

Questions and Observations, 4, 24.
Appointment of Select Committee, 31.
Motion and Report of Committee, 39.
Concurrence in Committee's Report, 40.
Second Report of Committee, 42.

Old Rails Distribution.
Question, 1396.
Remarks, 1570.

OLIVER, Mr.
Insolvent Act repeal, 284.
Northern Railway Inquiry, 451.
Departmental Contingencies, 538.
Departmental Officials, 538.
Customs Act amendment, 652.
The Tariff, 662.
Quebec Building Societies, 700.
Scott Divorce Bill, 948.
Intercolonial and Grand Trunk Tariffs, 1007.
Safety of Railway Passengers, 1141.
Ontario Permanent Building Societies Act

amendment, 1144.
Northern Railway of Canada, :1375, 1644,

1756, 1757.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1383.
Railway Companies Traffic Rates, 1523.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1608.

Ontario Bank Government Deposits.
Motion for Correspondence, 995.

Ontario Maritime Court Bill
10, 271; 20, 640; Resolutions in Committee,

641, 1054, 1397; 30, 1441 ; Senate amend-
ments concurred in, 1710. -

Ontario Permanent Building
Societies Bill.

10, 184; 20, 702; considered in Committee,
1042; 3°. 1395.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT, 1.

Ordnance and Admiralty
LandsBill.

10, 1396; 20, 1664; 30, 1760.

Ordnance Property at Que'ec.
Motion for Return, 981.

ORTON, Mr.
Agricultural Committee's Report, 115, il1

117.
Coal Interest, 383.
Northern Railway Inquiry, 480.
The Tariff, 512; 600, 606, 726, 772, 773, 774,

775, 778.
Dismissal of Postmaster of Erin, 1026, 107,

1074.
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ORTON, Mr.--Con.

Supply, 1354, 1435.
Voting by Ballot on Dunkin Act, 1373.
Goderich Harbour Works, 1551.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1854, 1859.

Ottawa Agricultural Insur-
ance Company Bill.

10, 247; 20, 352; 30, 812.

Ottawa Vaudreuil and Mon-
treal Railway Company Bill.

10, 247; 20, 351; 30, 596-

OUIMET, Mr.

Dominion Building Society Bill, 367, 409,
540, 1138.

Coal Interest, 381.
City Mortgage Loan Company, 367, 409,540.
Quebec Graving Dock, 563.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1262, 1263.

Pacgfic Railroad Survey Employés.
Motion for Papers, 884, 1075.

Pacefic Railway Route in British 6(olum-
bia.

Question, 978.

Paciftc Railway Surveys.
Question, 43.
Motion for Statement, 1517.

PALMER, Mr.

Supply, 249, 332, 336.
New Brunewick Criminal Cases Procedure

bill, 269, 540.
Insolvent Act Repeal Bill, 269, 298, 299, 541
Ontario Maritime Court Bill, 271, 273, 274,

1056,4058, 1060.
Albert Railway Company Bill, 310.
Form of Questions. 437.
Northern Railway Enquiry, 485.
The Tariff, 591, 598, 1181.
Pictou and Truro Railway Transfer, 703.
Springbill and Parrsboro' Company Bill,

814.
Money paid to C. J. Brydges, 838.
Improper Use of Firearms, 852.
Audit of Advertising Accounts, 877.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 877, 878, 879, 880.
Floating Cordwood on St. Francis River,

875.
Fishery Regulations in Restigouche, 881.
David H. Waterley, case of, 881, 882, 883,

884.
Holiwell Divorce Bill, 937.
Dismissal of Wm. Colwell, 983.
Ontario Bank Government Deposits, 1002.
Fishing Rights in New Brunswick, 1003,

1004.
Breaches of Contracts, 1010, 1013, 1019.
Postmaster at the Mouth of the Neripis,

'1067.
Breakwater at Point Escuminac, 1069.
Transport of Rails in New Brunswick, 1074.

eans of Escape from Drowning, 1077.

PAL PIE

PALMER, Mr.-Con.
Permanent Building Societies Aet amend-

ment, 1078.
Customs Acts Consolidation, 1080, 1081.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1097, 1102, 1115.
Pilotage Act amendment, 1318
Voting by Ballot on Dunkin Act, 1371, 1372.
North-West Troubles, 1416.

Palmer's Point Lighthouse.
Question, 43.

ParliamentaryRepresentation Committee.
Committee Appointed, 875.

Parry Sound Harbour.
Motion for Report, 1005.

PArERSON, Mr.
Insolvent Act repeal, 305.
Coal Interest, 392.
The Tariff, 740, 742.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1092, 1094, 1098.
Inland Revenue Act amendment, 1169, 1170.
Supply, 1580.
Indian Act amendment, 1765, 1824.

Payment by Steamers at St. Ours Lock.
Motion for Statement, 1517.

Payment of Active Militia Bill.
1°, 1061; 20 and 30, 1152.

Permanent Building Societies
Act Amendment Bil.

20 postponed, 1078; 29, 1144.

PE RRY, Mr.
" Northern Light " Steamer, 83.
Northern Railway Enquiry, 487.
Deep Sea Weirs or Pounds, 889.
Purchase of Land in P.. Island, 1067.
Cascumpec Harbour, 1068.

Petition of Elizabeth Sullivan.
Motion for Correspondence, 623.

Petition of Mr. Justice Loranger.
By Mr. Mousseau, 4.

Petitionsfron United States Citizens.
Speaker's Ruling, 93.

Petitions lnvolving Expenditure.
Speaker's Ruling, 42.

Petroleum Duties, Reduction of.
Resolution proposed, 40.

PrCKARD, Mr.

St. John River Navigation, 636.

Pickering Harbour and Road
Company Bim.

1o, 202; 2°, 351; 30, 1042.

Piers at Bay St. Paul, Eboulements and
Malbaie.

Motion for Return, 40, 981.
Senate amendments concurred in, 1872.
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Pilotage Act Amendment Bil.
Resolutions in Committee, 1164 ; 10, 1164;

2°, 1317 ; 30, 1397.

Pilotage Authorities.

Motion for Returns, 378.

PLATT, Mr.

The Tariff, 972.
Inland Revenue Act amendment, 1171.
Supply, 1588.
Customs and Excise Acts amendment, 1850.

PLUMB, Mr.

Weights and Measures Act, 51.
Dismissals from Office, 241.
Coal Interest, 395.
The Tariff, 501, 502, 503, 1183, 1184, 1189.
Customs Act amendment, 653, 1024, 1081.
Supply, 805, 1358, 1559, 1560, 1566, 1567, 1568,

1589, 1615, 1623, 1624, 1831, 1884, 1885, 1886.
Inspection of Gas and Gas Meters, 855.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 879.
Preservation of Buffalo, 993.
Foreign Corporations Loans, 1044.
Welland and &. Lawrence Iniprovements,

1048.
Means of Escape from Drowning, 1077.
Permanent Building Societies Act amend-

ment, 1078.
Safety of Railway Passengers, 1143.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1210.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1308.
Fort Frances Loeks, 1337.
Transportation of Mounted Police, &c., 1513.
Port Co1borne Harbour Master, 1532.
Purchase of Iron, 1533.
Northern Railway Bill, 1645.
Ordnance and Admiralty Lands, 1666.
Pacific Railway, 1794.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1867.

Political Custom House Officers.

Motion for Correspondence, 1033.

POPE, Mr. (Comptoin.)

Weights and Measures Act, 50.
Supply, 253, 327, 328, 329, 332, 333, 334, 335,

336, 785, 789, 1615,1652, 1656, 1829, 1877,
1878.

French Repatriation, 528.
Bates Divorce Bill, 797.
Scott Divorce Bill, 812.
Representation of Minorities, 836.
Supplies for Mounted Police, 987
Breaches of Contracts, 1013, 1014.
Customs Aet Consolidation, 1022.
Closing of a Post Office, 1028.
Truro and Pictou Railway Transfer, 1053.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1148.
The Tariff, 1173, 1179, 1180.
North West Troubles, 1414.
Government Business, 1440.
Railway Companies Traffic Rates, 1527.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment 1859.

POP POU Xxix

POPE, Mr. (Queen's, P.E.1.)
Changes in the Government, 34.
" Northern Light" Steamere 84, 186, 379,.
Victoria Breakwater, Wood Islands, Prince

Edward Island, 112.
Criminal Law Extension Bill, 317, 318.
.Vorthern Railway Inquiry, 482, 483, 484, 485.
Truro and Pictou Railway Transfer, 709.
Supply, 810.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 879.
The Tariff, 972.
Legal Expenses in Prince Edward Island,

1028.
Government Officials in Prince Edward Is-

land, 1028.
Goverument Printing in Prince Edward Is-

land, 1032.

Port Colborne Harbour Master.
Question, 1361.
Motion for Orders in Council, 1532.

Port Hood Harbour.
Motion for Reports, 620.

Postage on Newspapers.
Motion for Statement, 1029.

Postal Union.
Motion for Return, 537.

Postmaster at Little Narrow.
Explanations, 938.

Postmaster at klontmagny.
Motion for Return, 989.

Postmaster at the Mouth of the
Motion for Papers, 1067.

Neripis.

Postmaster of Jonquières.
Motion for Correspondence, 1533.

Postmastershp of Port Hope.
Question and Remarks, 201.

Post Office Act Amendment

10, 977·. 20, 1063; 30, 1084.

Post Office and Custom -House Buildings.
Motion for Return, 444.

Post Office at -Notre Dame de Grace and
Ste Cunègonde.

Motion for Return, 442.

Post Offce Printing.
Motion for Return, 112.

POULIOT, Mr.
Reef near Rivière-du-Loup, 437.
Supply, 801, 1347, 1652, 1655.
Intercolonial and Grand Trunk Tariffs, 1006.
Court House and Jail for Kamouraska, 1069.
Insolvent Act ameadment, 1089.
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POWER, Mr.
Safety of Railway Passengers, 1140.
North West Troubles, 1409.
Supply, 1558.

-Prayers in the fouse.
Resolution, 26.
Committee Appointed, 41.
Report of Committee concurred in, 94.

Preservation of the Buffalo.
Motion for Papers, 990.

Prince Edward Island.
Communication with, 43.
Legal Expenses in, 1028.
Government Officials in, 1028.
Government Printing in, 1032.

Printing Committee.
Message sent to Senate, 42.

Printing of Votes and Proceedings.
Resolution, 4.
Report of Committee, 682.

Prisoners Employment Bill.
1o, 977; 2°, 1062 ; 39, 1116.

Prison Discipline Bill.
10, 337 ; 29, 488 ; 30, 552.

Privileges and Elections Committee.
Motions to Examine on Oath, 1497.

Procedure in Criminal Cases
Bill.

10, 42 ; 20, 203; Considered in Committee,
552; 3, 574.

Procedure with Government Orders.
Remarks, 842.

Prohibitory Liquor Law.
Resolution Proposed, 1126.
Adjourned Debate, 1375.

PROROGATION OF PARLIA-
MENT, 1899.

Protection of Fish.
Question, 339.

Protection of Life
perty in British
Mines Bill.

and Pro-
Columbia

10, 524; Bill withdrawn, 889.

-rotestant Indians and the Seminary
of Montreal.

Question, 554.

Protest of Inland Bills Bill.
10, 269; 2P, 369; Bill withdrawn, 1360.

Provincial Great Seals Bil.
13 1438 ; 20 and 39, 1666.

PUB RAY

Public Accounts.
Motion for Reference, 202.

Purchase of Iron.
Motion for Return, 1533.

Purchase of Lands in Prince Edward
Island.

Motion for Papers, 1067.

Purchase of Old 1Rails from the Inter-
colonial.

Motion, 978.

Quarantine Station at Sydney.
Question, 620.

Quebec and Lake St. John Railway.
Question, 367.

Quebec Building Societies Bi1L.
10, 337; 20, 699; 30, 1395.

Quebec Graving Dock.
Question, 25.
Motion for Return, 376.
Adjourned Debate, 559.

Quebec Harboiur and Pilotage
Act Amendment Bill.

Resolution considered in Committee, 842,
1020

10, 1083; 20. 1628; 30, 1666.

Quebec Harbour Improvements.
Motion for Papers, 1529.

Quebec Judqe:' Salaries.
Question, 151ù.

Quebec Marine Hospital.
Motion for Report, 66.

Quebec School of N\avigation.
Question, 1066.

Queen vs. Wilkinson.
Motion to Grant Leave of Absence, 1482,

1509, 1540.

Railway Act Amendment Bill.
1, 685; 2° and 30, 848.

Railway Companies Traffic
Rates Bill.

Resolution, 1521; l>, 1529.

Railway from Quebec to Lake St. John.
Motion for Correspondence. 638.
Question, 1117.

Railway Passenger Protection

1°,y 875; 2°, 1139.

RYA, Mr.
Dismisals from Office, 238.



REC REV

Receptton of Private Bills.
Motion to Extend Time, 78, 96.

Reception of Reports.
Time Extended, 1051.

Recognition of the Volunteers of 1837-38'
Resolution, 52.

Reef near Rivière du Loup.
Question, 437.

Refunding of Fees, 525.
Registered Letters, tampering with.

Question, 44.

Registration of Shipping.
Question, 25.

Removal of Malcolm Matheson.
Motion for Correspondence, 632.

Repairs to Breakwaters on the South
Shore of the St. Lawrence.

Motion for instructions, 988.

Repatriation of French Emigrants.
Motion for Correspondence, 527.

Reply to the Address.
Message from Ris Excellency, 99.

Reports.
Public Works, 4.
Librarian, 4.
Penitentiaries, 4.
Marine and Fishries, 4.
Trade and Navigation, 4.
Inland Revenues, 24.
Public Accounts, 24.
Postmaster General, 39.
Militia, 122.

Representation in Parliament.
Motion, 49.

Representation of Mînorities.
Motion for a Select Cdmmittee, 816.
Appointment of Committee, 875.

Repression of Betting and
Pool-Selling Bill.

10, 977; 20 1062 ; 30, 1441.

Restigouche, Fishery Regulations in.
Motion for Papers, 881.

Returning Officer at the Dorchester Elec-
tion.

Motion for Correspondence, 118.

Returns of Blarbour Masters.
Motion for Copies, 628.

Revenue paid by Provinces.
Motion for Return, 104.

RICHARD, Mr.

Dominion Elections Bill, 310, 557, 559.

Richelieu River Fisheries.
Motion for Papers, 1074.

Rideau Canal.
Motion for Returns, 623.

Rifle Regiments' Arms.
Question, 686.

Rise of Waters on the Ottawa.
Motion for Report, 1029.

Rivers Verte and Cabaneau Bridges.
Question, 526.

River Sydenham.
Question, 43.
Motion for Returns, 198.

Riviere du Loup Bridge Bill.
10, 310; 20, 409; Considered in Committee,

1041 ; 30, 1138.

ROBINSON, Mr.
Recognition of Volunteers of 1837-38, 54.
Prayers in the House, 95.
Northern Railway Commission, 196, 445, 450,

488.
Georgian Bay Branch, 348.
Coal Interest, 383, 549.
Printing of Votes and Proceedings, 683.
The Tarif, 769.
Breaches cf Contracts, 868.
Voting by Ballot on Dunkin Act, 1367, 1373.
Northern Railway Bill, 1757.

ROBITAIL LE, Mr.
Bay des Chaleurs Railway, 526.
Quebec Graving Dock, 566.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 879.
Mail Service between Campbelltown and

Paspebiac, 1032.
Supply, 1478, 1479, 1561, 1568, 1586, 1884.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1837.

]ROCHESTER, Mr.
Weights and Measures Act, 50.
Bill to amend Act of Ottawa Agricultural

Insurance Company Bill, 247, 352, 797, 812.
Inland Revenue Act, 322.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 407, 408, 512.
Rideau Canal, 627, 628.
Bridge at Long Island, 629.
Duty où Malt, 629, 940.
By-wash at Long Island, 635.
The Tarif, 669, 960, 964, 965.
Quebec Harbour and Pilotage amendment,

843, 844.
Breaches of Contract, 1013, 1016.
Carillon Lock and Slide, 1026, 1028.
Seizure of Illicit Stills, 1029.
Rise of Ottawa Waters, 1030, 1031.
Malt taken out of Bond, 1068.
Culling of Timber, 1082, 1398.
Booms and Piers on the Gatineau, 1535, 1536,.

1539, 1540.
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ROC ROU [INDEX.] ROY So

RoCHFITER, Mr.-Con.
Damau Route Subsidy, 1541.
Departmental Pay Lists, 1541.
Supply, 1587, 1588, 1589.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1605.
Customs and Excise Act amendment, 1849,

1850.

Rockwood Asylum Transfer
Bil.

la, 271 ; 2Q, 489; 30, 588.

Rondeau Hlarbour of Refuge.
Motion for Return, 530.
Motion for Correspondence, 1531.

RoscoE, Mr.

Alaska Boundary Line, 983.
Supply, 1573, 1643.

Ross, Mr. (East Durham.)
Repeal or amendment of the Insolvent Act,

40.
Superannuation of Whitby Customs Col-

lector, 840.
Ontario Bank Government Deposits, 999.

Ross, Mr. (Prince Edward.)
Weights and Measures Act, 50.
Recognition of the Volunteers of 1837-1838,

55.
The Tariff, 617, 618, 1185.
Customs Act amendment, 650.
Breaches of (ontracts, 870.
Insolvent Aet amendment, 1085, 1086, 1096,

1105, 1149.
Payment of Active Militia, 1157.
Supply, 1351, 1358, 1436, 1508, 1623, 1625.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1382.
North-West Troubles, 1414.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1607.

Ross, Mr. (West Middlesex.)
Official Report of Debates, 31, 39, 40, 42.
Joint Committee on Printing: Message sent

to Senate, 42.
Agricultural Committee's Report, 117.
Insolvent Act repeal, 308, 353.
Supply, 323, 328.
Northern Railway Enquiry, 449, 450.
The Tariff, 505.
Government Bank Deposits, 620.
Printing of Votes and Proceedings, 682, 683,

684,
Veterans of 1812-1815, 841.
Bates Divorce Bill, 876.
A Defective Return, 1117.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1132, 1133, 1134,

1390.
Goverument Printing in New Brunswick,

1304, 1305.
Seat for Restigouche, 1710.

ROULEAU, Mr.
Returning Offeer at the Dorchester Election,

118.
Quebec Graving Dock, 559, 562.
St. Isidore Mail, 815.

Royal Canadian
Co. Bill.

Insurance

1°, 367; 20, 409; 30, 797; Senate amend-
ments agreed to, 988.

Royal Canadian Insurance Company.
Motion for Reports, 1516.

Roy, Mr.
Repairs to Breakwater on South Shore of St.

Lawrence, 988.

Rules respecting Private BÎis, 525.

RYAN, Mr.
Half-Breed Lands in Manitoba, 109, 111.
Manitoba Land Claims, 119, 120.
Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba, 186.
Supply, 255, 267 785, 806, 808.
Wood Lands in karquette, 538, 555, 557.
Preservation of Buffalo, 992.
Pacific Railway, 1118, 1122.
North-West Troubles, 1409, 1410, 1411.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1862.

RYMAL, Mr.
Reception of Private Bills, 78, 96.
Bill to Incorporate Dominion Grange of the

Patrons of Husbandry, 184, 257, 889.
Dismissals from Office, 243.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1281.
Pacifie Railway, 1742.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1758, 1839.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1863.

Safe Custody of Prisoners Bill.
10, 685; 2° and 30, 848.

Sale of Postage Stanips in St. John Post
Office.

Motion for Return, 877.

Salt lnterests.
Question, 44.

SCHULTZ, Mr.
Manitoba Railway Reserve, 67.
Half-Breed Lands in Manitoba, 111.
Manitoba Land Claims, 119,.120.
Supply, 254, 255, 263, 267, 790, 1432, 1435,

1436, 1437, 1438, 1498, 1502, 1503, 1567,
1579, 1581, 1583, 1656.

Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba, 274.
Geological Survey Bill, 315.
Dominion Government Lands in Manitoba,

438.
Inspection of Steamboats, 785.
Boundaries of Manitoba, 874, 875.
Supplies for Mounted Police, 986.
Preservation of Buffalo, 990, 994, 995.
Welland and St. Lawrence Canal Improve-

ments, 1048.
Pacific Railway, 1121, 1797, 1801.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1126, 1132, 1133,

1137, 1392.
Homestead Settlement-Railway Reserve,

1511.
Manitoba Junction Railway amendment,

1569.

xxxii



SCO SIN

Scott, Walter, Divorce Bill.
10, 811 ; 20 ordered, 875; 20, 948 ; 3°, 1039.

SCRIVER, Mr.
Grand Trunk Strike, 368.
Breaches of Contracte, 864.
Customs Acte amendment, 1021, 1079.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1610.

Seat for Gloucester.
Referred to Committee, 1311.
Report of Committee, 1895.

Seat for Hochelaga.
Motion to Refer, 1810.

Seat for Lincoln.
Motion for New Writ-Referred, 1483.
Resignation of Mr. Norris, 1568.

Seat for fontreal West.
Motion to Refer, 1809.

Seat for Restigouche.
Motion to Refer, 1710.
Motion to take Evidence on Oath, 1760.

Seat for St. John.
Motion to Refer, 1709.

Secret Service Fund.
Explanations, 44.
Reference to Committee, 439.
Motion to adopt Report of Committee, 1484.

Seizure of Distilling Apparatus.
Motion for Correspondence, 439.

Seizure of the Schooner " .Napier,"
Motion for Correspondence, 528.

Seizures of Illicit Stills.
Motion for Return, 1029.

Select Standing Committees.
Motions, 4, 25.
Report of Committee, 39.
Lists Concurred in, 42.
Motion to Substitute, 399.

Sessional Paper No. 96.
Motion to Print, 66.

Settlement of Claima.
Question, 1361.

SHIBLEY, Mr.
Rideau Canal, 623, 626.

SINCLAIR, Mr.

Communication with Prince Edward Island,
43.

"Northern Light " Steamer, 87.
Agricultural Committee's Report, 117.
Northern Railway Enquiry, 485.
Supply, 785, 1589, 1867, 1885.
G6,oternment Printing in New Brunswick

1302.

SIR SMI

Sir John A. Macdonald and Crown Suits.
Motion for Return, 1893.

Slidemastership of Black River.
Question, 1510

Slide Masters on the Ottawa River.
Motion for Return, 636.

Smelt Fisheries in Bathurst JHarbour.
Motion for Returns, 442.

SMITH, Mr. (Peel.)
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 947.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1392.

SMITH, Mr. (Selkirk.)
Fort Frances Locks, 195.
Supply, 803, 808, 810, 1434, 1438, 1500, 1579,

1580 1581, 1582.
Civil Service, 897.
Supplies for Mounted Police, 988.
Preservation of the Buffalo, 992, 994, 995.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1105.
Pacific Railway, 1118, 1125, 1753, 1801.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1217.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1293.
North-West Troubles, 1413.
Loan of 1876, 1471.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1861, 1862, 1363.

SMITH, Mr. (Westmoreland.)
Report of Marine and Fisheries, 4.
Canadian Surgeons in Allan Steamships, 24.
Registration of Shipping, 25.
Fishery Clauses, Washington Treaty, 29.
Imperial Board of Trade and Canadian Sur-

geons, 30.
Lighthouse, Palmer's Point, 43.
Communication with Prince Edward fsland,
43.
" Northern Light" Steamer, 87, 379.
Dismissals from Office, 91, 234, 235, 236, 237.
Canal Tolle, 202.
Lunenburg Shipping Master, 276, 279.
Pilotage Authorties, 379.
Reef near Riviére du Loup, 437.
Coffin's Island Fog Whistle, 438.
Rondeau Harbour of Refuge, 530, 531, 1531.
Canadian Ship Sales in France, 537.
Fish Breeding in Cape Breton, 620.
Qoderich Breakwater, 686.
Inspection of Steamboats, 785, 905, 1020.
Springhill and Parraboro' Company Bill, 814.
Fisheries Commission, 815, 981.
Quebec Harbour and Pilotage amendment,

842, 843, 844, 845, 846, 847, 1020, 1083, 1628,
1666.

Deep Sea Weirs or Pounds, 888.
Montreal Harbour Tolls, 903, 904, 1064.
L'Anse St. Jean Lighthouse, 979.
Fishing Regulations in Chicoutimi, Saguenay

and (harlevoit, 979.
Navigation on North Shore of St. Lawrence,

979.
Fishing Rights in New Brunswick, 1004,1005.
Quebec School of Navigation, 1066.
Pilotage Act amendment, 1158, 1160, 1161

1162, 1163, 1317, 1397.
Measurement of Registered Ships, 1161,1317,

1318, 1396.
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Smi, Mr. (Westmoreland.)-Con.
Transfer of Public Works, 1165, 1192, 1317
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1264.
Appointment of HarbourCommissioners,1361.
Supply, 1509, 1559, 1560, 1561, 1566, 1567,

1568, 1867, 1875, 1890, 1892.
Fisheries in Napan and Black Rivers, 1532.
Independence of Parliament Act amend-

ment, 1852, 1866, 1867.
Maritime Contracts Act, 1895.

SNIDER, Mr.
Manitoba Battalion Claims, 25.
Larceny Act amendment, 892.

Société de Construction St.
Jacques Bill.

1O, 247 ; 2°, 351;, 3°, 1138.

SPEAKER, Mr.
Controverted Election, 1.
Vacancies, 1.
Writ issued, 1.
New Members Elected, 2.
Speech from the Throne reported, 2.
Report of Librarian, 4.
Petitions involving expenditure-Rulings,

42.
Official Report of Debates, 42.
Bounty on Coal-Ruling, 52.
Recognition of Volunteers of '37'38, 54.
Administration of Justice in the District of

Richelieu, 73, 76, 686.
Northern Railway Commission, 77.
Coal Owners' Petition-Ruling, 77, 541, 551.
Reception of Private Bills, 78.
Message from Bis Excellency, 93.
Petitions from United States' Citizens, 93, 94.
Prayers in the House. 94, 95.
Reply to the Address, Message from His

Excellency, 99.
Agricultural Committee's Report, 115, 116,

117.
Mails between Sydney and C ow Bay, 122, 123.
Northern Railway, 196, 554.
Port lope Postmastership, 201.
Form of Petitions-Ruling, 268.
Insolvent Act Repeal Bill, 270, 283, 288.
Supply, 323, 324, 1613, 1830.
Form of Questions, 339, 437.
Charlevoix Election Judgmen t, 366, 37.
Twenty-Cent Pieces, 368
Protest ot Inland Bills Bill, 370.
Quebec Graving Dock, 378, 56G, 568, 570.
Pilotage Authorities, 379.
Coal Interest. 388, 395, 396, 398.
Ways and Means-TheTariff, 411, 413, 512,

714.
Issue of Writs during Session, 436.
Northern Railway Enquiry, 470, 477, 479, 482,

483, 484, 485.
Rules respecting Private Bills, 526.
Rondeau fHarbour of Refuge, 531.
Special Tariff for British Uolumbia, 532, 533.
Dismissals from Office, 586.
Weights and Measures Act repeal, 618, 619.
Intercolonial and Prince Edward Island

Railways, 635.
Printing of Votes and Proceedings, 683.
Bates Divorce Bill, 796, 797, 877.
Scott Divorce Bill, 811, 812, 875, 876.
Representation of Minorities, 832.
Questions put by Members, 877.

SPE STE

SPEAKER, Mr.-Con.
Holiwell Divorce Bill, 937.
Postmaster at Little Narrows, 939.
The Tariff, 965, 1171, 1172, 1173, 1174, 1190,

1192.
Ontario 'ank Government Deposits, 999.
A Defective Return, 1116, 1193, 1194.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1152.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1267, 1303.
Measu renient of Registered Ships, 1396.
Secret Service Fund, 1493, 1495.
Queen vs. Wilkinson, 1509.
Booms and Piers on the Gatineau, 1539, 1540.
Goderich Harbour Works, 1551.
Seat for Lincoln, 1568.
Northern Railway Bill, 1755.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1759, 1838.
Pacifie Railway, 1801.
Customs and Excise Acts amendment, 1842,

1843.
Civil Service, 1872.
Albert Railway Company, 1880.
Seat for Gloucester, 1895.

Special Tarif for British Columbia.
Resolution proposed, 531.
Motion for Correspondence, 1373.

Speech from the Throne, 2.
Springhill and Parrsboro' Coal

and Railway Company Bill.
10, 96 ; 20, 352; in Committee, 619; 30, 1042.

St mps on Promissory Notes
and Bills of Exchange Bill.

1°, 684.

St. Ane du Sagucnay Wharf.
Question, 1025.

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure,
123.

St. A-ugustin Parish Post Office.
Motion for Correspondence, 1066.

St. Charles Paicay Line.
Question, 436.

Steanboats, Amounts paid by.
Motion for Return, 535.

Stcamcers between Ontario and Cape Bre-
ton.

Question, 98.

Steel Rails for the Pacific Raila'ay.
Motion for Return, 112.

STEPHENSON, Mi'.
River Sydenham, 43, 198.
Rondeau Harbour of Refuge, 530, 531, 1531.
The late Edwin Larwill, 621, 622.
Supplies for Mounted Police, 985, 988.
A Defective Return, 1116, 1117, 1193, 1194.
Supply, 1481, 1482, 1508, 1625.
Railway CompanielTraffic Rates, 1527.
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St. Francis and Megantic In-
ternational Railway Com-
pany Bill.

10, 96; order discharged, 122: 10, 217; 20,
351 3°, 596.

St. Isidore Mail.
Question, 815.

St. Jean 1' Evangelistc Post-Office,
Closing of.

Motion for Correspondence, 1028.

ST. JEAN, Mr.
Veterans of 1812-1815, 811.
North-West Troubles, 1428.

St. John Post-Ogrce, Sae of postage
stamps in.

Motion fur Return, 877.

St. John River Ka'igation.
Motion for Reports, 636.

St. Lawrence and Pa Rail-
way Ferry Company Bill.
O, 10 ; 2°, 409 ; 3, 698.

Stouffville RepresentationBill.
10, 618; 20, 892; In Comimittee, 1042; Bill

withdrawn, 1139.

St. Peter's Canal.
Motion for Orders in Council, 629.

St. Placide Village Wharf, Ottawa River.
Motion for Papers, 1066.

St. Roche Post Office.
Question, 338.

Sunday Traffic on Canals.
Resolution proposed, 1520.

Saperannuated and retired O0b i .
Motion for Returns, 72.

Superannuation of Collector of Customs
at Whitby.

Motion for Correspondence, 838.

Supplementary Estinates.
Messages from His Excellency, 1808, 1836.

Supplies for the Mounted Police.
Motion for Returns, 935.

SUPPLY.
Resolution, 23.
Civil Government, 97,248, 1826, 1868.
Administration of Justice, 254, 1826.
Police, 257.
Penitentiaries, 257, 1826.
Legislation, 323, 1826, 1863.
Arts, Agriculture and Statistics 37, 1826.
Immigration and Quarantine, 785, 798, 1651.
Pensions, 1310, 1345.

SUPPLY.-Con.
Militia, 1346, 1429, 1828.
Public Works and Buildings chargeable to

Capital, 1472, 1629, 1829, 1868.
Public Works and Buildings chargeable to

Income, 1481, 1498, 1554, 1833, 1868.
Ocean and River Service 1559, 1867, 1868.
Lighthouse and Coaat &ervice, 1567, 1867,

1868.
Fisheries, 1567, 1868.
Geological Surveys and Observatories, 1568,

1571, 1868.
Marine Hospitals and Sick and Distressed

Seamen, 1571.
Steamboat Inspection, 1571, 1868.
Inspection of Insurance Companies, 1571.
Indians, 1571, 1869.
Miscellaneous 1586, 1836, 1869.
Collection of Revenue-Customs. 1587.
Collection of Revenue-Excise, 1587, 1836,

1869.
Culling Timber, 1589.
Weights and Measures, and Gas, 1589, 1836.
Inspection of Staples 1589, 1836.
Adulteration of Food, 1590.
Public Works, 1590.
Post Office, 1595.
CONCURRENCE, 123, 1611, 1657, 1668, 1873,1883.
Pacific Railway, 1629, 1646.
Dominion Lands, 1657, 1836.
Minor Revenues, 1826.
Charges of Management, 1826.
Arts, A griculture and Statistics, 1826, 1868.
Public Buildings, 1835.
Supplementary Estimates, 1867.

Supply Bill.
1°, 20 and 30, 1893.

Suppression of Gaming Houses
Act Amendment Bill.

10, 685 ; 20, 853.

Supreme and Exchequer
Courts Act Amendment
Bill.

10, 436.

Sydenham River.
Question, 43.
Motion for Returns, 198.

Tariff Bill.
1%, 1192 ; 2c, 1841 ; 31, 1851.

TARIFF, THE.
123, 401, 409, 489, 583, 712, 905, 940, 919, 1171.

TASCHEREAU, Mr.
Quebec Graving Dock, 566.
Wm. Graham, the late, 633.
Georgian Bay Branch, 1894.

Telegraph Line on Vancouver Island.
Question, 43.

Telegraph Lines in British Columbia.
Motions for Returns, 103.

Téte-de-Brule Indians.
Question, 98.
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THIBAUDEAU, Mr.
S;. Roch Post Office, 338.
Quebec and Lake St. John Railway, 367.
Quebec Harbour and Pilotage amendment,

843, 844, 845.
Cullinz of Timber, 1166.

THOMPSON, Mr. (Cariboo)

The Address, 1.
Dominion Notes, 526.
North West Territories Act amendnent, 685.
Canadian Pacific Railway, 689, 1806.
The Tariff, 768, 1180.
County Court Judges for New Westminster,

1038.
Supply, 1574.
Weights and Measures Act amendment,

1825.

THOMPSON. Mr. (Haldimand.)

Manitoba Junction Railway Act amendment,
1529, 1569, 1809.

THOMSON, Mr. (Welland.)
Canada Atlantic Cable Company Bill, 202,

351, 619.
Grand Island Bridge Company Bill, 247, 351,

619.
The Tariff, 520, 934.
Coal Interest, 544.
Customs Act amendment, 652.
Supply, 799.
Port Ûolborne Harbour Master, 1532,

2obique Indian Agent.
Motion for Correspondence, 637.

Toronto Harbour.
Motion for Return, 534.

Trade Marks Act
Bill.

Extension

10, 685; 2° and 3°, 848.

Transfer of Portage Island.
Motion for Papers, 1118.

Transfer of Public Works Bill
Resolution considered in Committee, 1164.
10, 1192; 20 and 3Q, 1317.

Transportation of .Mounted Police, Emi-
grants, &c.

Motion for Orders in Council,'1511.
Transport of Rails in New Brunswick.

Motion for Papers, 1071.

Trent River Works.
Question, 338.

TROw, Mr.

Naturalized Aliens, 43.
Immigration and Colonization Committee,

97.
Fort Frances Locks, 196, 1328.
Life Insurance Policiez, 525, 700, 702.
Supply 786, 788, 1354, 1499, 1654, 1656.
Bates Divorce Bill, 796, 797, 949, 1040.

TROw, Mr.-Con.

Provision for greater convenience and safety
of Railway Passengers Bill, 875, 1139, 1140,
1143.

Preservation of Buffalo, 994.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1148.
Newspaper Postage, 1361, 1509.
Transportation of Mounted Police, &c., 1513.
Railway Companies Traffic Rates, 1527.

Truro and Pictou Branch Rail-
way Transfer Bill.

Motion to refer Resolution, 400.
Resolutions considered in Committee, 702.
1°, 710; 2°, 1020; 30, 1051.

TUPPER, Mr.
Imperial Board of Trade and Canadian

Surgeons, 30.
Merchant Shipping, 55.
Intercolonial Railway, 59, 61, 63, 61.
Amendment and Consolidation of the In-

surance Acts, 79.
Dismissals from Office, 90, 92, 212, 244, 246,

585.
Partridge Harbour Improvement, 105, 106.
The Loan of 1875, 106.
Great Bras D'Or Postmastership, 108
Agricultural Committeei's Report, 115, 117,

118.
The Budget, 147, 156.
Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba, 185.
Fort Frances Locks, 189, 190, 1344.
Vital Statistics, 200.
Supply, 248, 250, 254, 1431, 1436, 1472, 1473,

1503, 1507, 1571, 1578, 1580, 1584, 1587,
1593, 1594, 1595, 1632, 1633, 1634, 1635,
1637, 1638, 1640, 1641, 1668, 1683, 1827,
1828, 1835, 1873, 1876, 1878, 1885, 1886,
1888, 1889, 1890, 1892.

Amounts carried over by Orders in Council,
370.

Appointment of Senators, 373.
Coal Interest, 384, 386, 387, 388, 389, 392,

393, 543, 548, 551.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 433, 777, 778,

779, 780, 781, 782, 1172, 1175, 1188, 1190.
Northern Railway Enquiry, 464, 465, 468,477,

480, 486, 554.
Defalcations at Baddeck, 529.
Rondeau Harbour of Refuge, 531.
Postal Union, 538.
Weights and Measures Act repeal, 619.
Government Bank Deposits, 620.
Grand TrunK Strike, 629.
St. Peter's Canal, 632.
Wm. Graham, the late, 633, 634.
Great Seal of Nova Scotia, 636.
Ontario Maritime Court-Salaries of Judges,

641.
Customs Act amendment, 648, 1022, 1023,

1024.
Pictou and Truro Railway Transfer, 704,

705, 710, 1020.
Veterans of 1812-15, 841.
Breaches of Contracts, 870, 1017.
Fog Whistle at Cape D'Or, 1003.
Unprepaid Letters, 1039.
Stouffville Representation, 1043.
Insolvent Acts amendment, 1106.
Pacific Railway, 1126, 1570, 1668, 1711, 1722,

1772.
Transfer of Public Works, 1164.
Iniand Revenue Act amendment, 1168, 1170.
A Defective Return, 1193.
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TUPPER, Mr.-Con.
In'suranee Acte amendment, 1204, 1207, 1222.
Government Printing in New Brunswick,

1253, 1305.
Granville Mail Route, 1375.
Inspection of Petroleum, 1404.
Loan of 1876, 1450, 1459, 1465.
Slidemastership on Black River, 1510.
Goderich Harbour Works, 1551.
Distribution of Old Rails, 1570.
Weights and Measures Act amendment,

1598, 1602.
Northern Railway of Canada Bill, 1755.
Auditing of Public Accounts, 1767, 1823,

1824.
Inspection of Gas and Gas Meters, 1769.
Northern Railway Company, 1812, 1817,

1819.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1837.
customs and Excise Acta amendment, 1846,

1848.
Civil Service, 1871.
Albert Railway Company, 1879, 1881.

Twenty-Cent Pieces.
Question, 368.

Union Cable Company Bill.
10, 310; 20, 409; 30, 797.

Union Forwarding Company
Bill.

1, 310; 21, 469; 30, 619·

Union Life
Insurance
Canada Bill

1, 367; 20, 409 ; 30, 1208.

Union Marine
Company Bil.

1-, 247; 20, 351 ; 30, 698.

Unprepaid Letters.

and Accident
Company of

Insurance

Motion for Correspondence, 1038.

Vacancies, 1.
VAIL, Mr.

Manitoba Battalion Claims, 25.
Dismissals from Office, 91, 92, 207, 240, 211,

244, 585, 587.
Report of Minister of Militia, 122.
Weights and Measures Act Amendment Bill,

368.
Veterans of 1812-15, 438, 554, 841.
Great Seal of Nova Scotia, 636.
Rifle Regiments' Arms, 686.
Militia General Orders, 686.
Supply, 1346, 1354, 1355, 1356, 1357, 1358,

1359, 1360, 1429, 1430, 1431, 1432, 1434, 1435,
1616, 1617.

Veterans of 1812-15.
Motion for Return, 438.
Ministerial Statement, 554.
Motion to print (5fr. St. Jean), 841.

VIC WEI xxxvii

Vice-Admiralty Courts, Extension of
Jarisdiction of.

Motion for correspondence, 103.

Victoria Breakwater, Wood
Prince Edward Island.

islanls,

Motion for Reports, 112.

Vital Statistics.
Motion for Select Committee, 199.

Volunteer filitia.
Motion for Return, 4.4.

Voting by Ballot on the Dunkin Act.
Resolution proposed, 1367.

WALLACE, Mr. (South Norfolk).
Coal Interest, 396, 542
The Tarif, 734, 1186.
Supply, 786, 788.
Breaches of Contracta, 1017.
Independence of Parliament Act amendment,

1860.

Washington Treaty and British Colum-
bia.

Question, 979.
Washington Treaty and Fisheries Com-

mission.
Explanation, 1893.

Washington Treaty, Fishery Clauses of.
Motion for correspondence, 28.

Waterley, D. -R., case of.
Motion for Papers, 881.

Waterworks Joint
Companies Bill.

10, 337; 20, 1043.

Stock

WAYS AND MEANS.
Resolution, 24.
The Budget, 123.
The Tariff, 401, 409, 489, 588, 596, 653, 712,

905, 940, 949, 1171.

Weights and .Measures Act.
Motion for Inspectors' Instructions, 49.

Weights and Measures Act
Amendment Bill.
(Mr. BOLDUC.)

1, 96, Order discharged, 368.

Weights and Measures Act
Amendment BI.
(Mr. LAFLAMME).

Resolutions, 1595; 1°, 1611 ; 20 and 30, 1825

Weights and Measures Act
Repeal Bill.

10, 618.
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Welland and St Lawrence Canals.
Motion for Returns, 837.
Adjourned Debate, 1046.

Welland Canal Works.
Question, 44.
Question, 202.

Wharves and Docks
tion Bill.

Protec-

1, 436 ; 20, 1077.

Whitby Customs Colector, Superannua-
tion of.

Motion for correspondence, 838.

WHITE, Mr. (East Hastings.)
The Tariff, 742
Representation of Minorities, 824.
London Emigration Agency, 980.
Prohibitory Liquor Law, 1381, 1362.
North-West Troubles, 1410.
Transportation of Mounted Police, &c., 1512.
Pacific Railway, 1803.

WIIITE, Mr. (North Renfrew.)
Georgian Bay Branch of the Pacifie Railway,

43, 346.
Bill to amend the Insolvent Act of 1875,

and make said Act operative within the
temporary Judicial District of Nipissing,
122, 368, 369.

Fort Frances Locks, 195.
Dismissals from Office, 211.
Petition of Elizabeth Sullivan, 623.
Slidemasters on Ottawa River, 636.
The Tariff, 766.
Breaches of Contracts, 868, 1010, 1013, 1054.
Carillon Dam, 1027.
Culling of Timber, 1082, 1167, 1399, 1402,

1403.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1085, 1094, 1101,

1106.
Dismissal of Arnprior Slidemaster, 1361,

1366, 1367.
Supply, 1489, 1558, 1589, 1590.
Pacific Railway, 1778.

Windsor Branch Railway.
Question, 978.

Winter Mail Carriage below Quebec.
Motion for Return, 841.

Winter Navigation of the St. Lawrence.
Resolution proposed, 1375.

WooD, Mr.

Weights and Measures Act, 51.
Amendment and Consolidation of the Insur-

ance Acts, 81 82
Government Life Insurance, 88.
Bill to Incorporate the Dominion of Canada

Civil Service Mutual Benefit Association,
122, 257, 436, 540.

The Budget, 184.

WOO YOI
WooD, Mr.-Con.

Insolvent Act repeal, 283, 281, 288, 1086.
Coal Interest, 382.
The Tariff, 510, 512, 513, 66), 1189.
Customs Act amendment, 647, 651, 1022,

1025.
Breaches of Contracts, 1010.
Ontario Maritime Court, 1059.
Permanent Building Societies Act amend-

ment, 1078, 1144.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1216, 1222.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1825.
Customs and Excise Acts amendment, 1818.

WORKMAN, Mr.
Weights and Measures Act, 50.
Bill for winding up Metropolitan Bank, 247,

352, 698.
Insolvent Act repeal, 297, 299.
Geological Survey Bill, 313.
Coal Interest, 391, 392.
Customs Act amendment, 649, 652, 1023.
The Tariff, 752, 754, 1188.
Sale of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 879.
Civil Service, 899.
Canada Engine and Machine Company, 1009,

1042, 1375.
Canada Traffic Company, 1009, 1042, 1615.
Insolvent Act amendment, 1104.
Joint Stock Companies Incorporation, 1145.
Inland Revenue Act amendment, 1171.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1212.
Secret Service Money, 1493, 1494.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1599,

1603.
Seat for Montreal West, 1809.

Works at River St. Ctarles.
Motion for Papers, 1529.

WrIGT, Mr. (Ottawa County.)
Rise in Ottawa waters, 1031.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 1189.
Resignation of Mr. Carrier, 1514, 1515.

WRIGHT, Mr. (Pontiae.)

Criminal Procedure, 581.
Ways and Means-The Tariff, 934.
Supply, 1618, 1627, 1652, 1833.
Pacific Railway, 1748, 1752.

YEo, Mr.
Northern Railway Inquiry, 487.

YOUNo, Mr.

Official Report of Debates, 31.
Public Accounts, 202.
British Canadian Loan and Investment Com-

pany Bill, 247, 351, 1042.
Insôlvent Act repeal, 302.
Protest of Inland Bills Bill, 370.
Coal Interest, 388, 389, 390.
Secret Service Fund, 441, 1481, 1492, 149',

1495.
Insolvent Estates, 442.
Northern Railway Inquiry, 475.
The Tariff, 512, 1188.
International Exhibition, 526.
Printing of Votes and Proceedings, 684.
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'OUNG Mr.--Con.
Sale. of Postage Stamps in St. John Post

Office, 880.
Foreign Corporations Loans, 1044.
Joint Stock Companies, Incorporation of,

1064, 1065.
Insurance Acts amendment, 1084, 1194, 1217,

1219.
Insolvent Act amendrent, 1083, 1103.
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YOUNG Mr.-Cn.
North-West Troubles, 1428.
Northern Railway of Canada, 1757.
Campbell Divorce Bill, 1757.
Pacifie Railway, 1802, 1803, 1804, 1805.
Auditing of Public Accouats, 1823.
Weights and Measures Act amendment, 1825.
Customs and Excise Acts amendment, 1848.


