DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUREK

OTTAWN

HHEALTIT OF ANIMAILS

BUI.LIST'IN No. 11

MALADIE DU COIT

By

J. G. RUTHERFORD,

Veterinary Direct

MARCIHL, 1906

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE,



1
I1i:
irs h
Y
I
ren, 1
il
beer
ns 1
\I‘Z
nterested
ter of
h Owl
Ma
he Loy
nown {
This
luriy tl
port hows
n Vj\*' 'v‘ I
v'l“
the cept
rus.  Som
ther rapidl
nfortun
lH'y ( 1

ich as the

partial, abs
[ reg ir
pear fo
T'he dur

the averag,
Iteeted ani
multiply raj,

disay




I'} d |
ntiner 1SN & | |
111 1"
irs had elapsed
d e <
(
rch, 1904
\
Maladie (
rested
I |
Maladie du ( ]
e hor
wn' as the Tryy
I'l |
f 1
port he [
the hor nd
I'he p
h \"("H‘:‘\' { tl
ru Some ( s, 1l
ither rapidl nd tl
["nfortun h 1
hronie, insidi ( (
nfeetion, a most s ¢ h
In readi tl |
wes of tl lads
ch as th \ppearan I (
partial, absence in another I"h
" regular durati i
disappear for a time nly to 1 ]
l'l n],r""my | «l | |
the average ne, however, being \
infeeted animal, the germ, ha | | mitted

multiply rapidly or tardi

MALADIE DU COIT,



the favourable or unfavonrable condition of its surroundings in the
I'his constitutes the incubative period, which may last from one

much longer.

THE PRIMARY STAGE

germs have deve \u]u.l suflicient

et to produce irritation in the adjacent ( whether observable or not.  In
1 tallion the mueo embrane of the urethral eanal (passage through which urine
ledy exhib the first sign of irritation; i xternal op ning at the end of the

| mied by swelling,

ent (Mea Urimarius) a mi v bright red ecolour, accomy

whi v CAalUS t to bulge out prominently, followed by a discha at first almost
prereeptible, but inereasing in quantity as the disease progr

H»w above mention “ ymptoms are ‘-'.'vh very meagre, .H:“ fre que M]\ overle r'\\wl
necially vith the 1 Dl During this period, however, the stallion is a
posit infeetive rent, | desire for serving mares being greatly increased and i

hility to perform thi funetion not T lv 1 ;U‘u]
I'he p bility of widespread infeetion, if ch a ease is not deteeted and immedi

itely placed und rest t, « be readil ppreciated
As the di lvances th ' n » generative ( 1 1se, frequent
erections of the vet follow. ¢l rean often attaining unusual proportions, and
nally swelling to such an extent to prevent 1ts complete return to the sheath
[Trination is performed often and incompletely, the urine being mixed with a mucous
discharze varying in « tity, and the aet is often accompanied by switching of th

il or stamping of the feet. due the irritable eondition of the part

Red spots may appear on the penis and adjacent parts; these may disappear
nidlyv with a tend to retun r they m imerease in virulenee, forming di

et o

Whit pots, due to loss of pigment (colouring matter of the skin), may indieat
eV P { n the p heath and surrounding tissues. This condition
ften well marked. in some cases the spots forming large patches, which may involve
the major portion of the penis, changing it to a dirty yellowish white, rough and un
healthy looking orean. while in othe they are only slightly perceptible or altogether
1bgent

A gradual swellin ol the heath hecome noticeable, il frequently the first
vimpton observed tl welling ft ] testicles, and may

g 18 generally cold,
doughy and passiy ind it may obstinately persist, disappear rapidly, remain absent,
v return frequently. Oececasionally it is hot, tender and painful and shows a tendency
to the formation of vesicles and erosions of the tissues, accompanied by a purulent

discharge

The penis, in many cases, becomes protruded from the sheath eontinually, the
animal being unable to retract it, owing to the loss of sueh power, or to the excessive
amount of swelling present The appetite still remains unimpaired, and no serious

mstitutional disturbances e vet observable

In the mare the mptoms are omewhat similar, differing only in accordance with
the anatomieal and 111' iological structures of the generative organs The same vari
\ble ineubative per d follows infeetion as in the male The pre “'n‘vuu_\ ptoms are

lso of a very imperfeet type, and diffieult to detect, unless suspicions have been pre

viously aroused. They are most frequently insidious, and consequently very dangerous,

as in the stallion, every preeaution, where the slightest cause for

suspicion exist

On elose observation, however, a discharge may be noticed from the vulva (external

opening), the mueous membrane lining it and the vagina (canal from external opening
to the womb) gradually assumes a discolonred, thickened and rough appearance, giving
evidence of inereasing irvitation and the consequent inflammatory result Red spot
may make their appearance on the vaginal membrane, and when present, are « pecially

noticeable in the region of the already thickened and ereet elitoris (the part commonly
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4 one « persistently present throughout the course of the discase
An abnormal sexual desire is intermittently present, the manr it ‘interval on
=N inually exposing the clitoris, Urine, mixed with mu , 18 frequently led in et
ficient ['his causes inereased irritation, followed by stretehing, stamping the feet, and switeh
t. In ng the tail. An extremely irritable condition 1 been observed accompm g these
w[||tw mptoms, the animal rubbing itself v lently against any hicot
‘ll.”" I'he discharge from the vulva becomes sticky and irritating, adher
ing, rt nd sealding the cor { I'he discharge may iner * e
Imost santity. and become 1 purulent the disease lvance | \ 1 UL
in the stallion, 1 f the d imnd 1
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nt ntl 4 npean ’ nd 1
In th talli he appetite may be eaprici but rarel \ 1. T roan
h lullness replace | forme rour, occeasional trembling may be noticed over tl
& faee of the bod cially when other horses are approachin Altl hostup
ks nd apparent] { 1 ] vioundii he frea I ' ‘
n nt, 1 hard and chronie, the ticles erither 1 |
th hein lue to the thickening of the membranes enveloping th r .
i I ihstan proper) rophied t hangi normall
T ] pt tl 1bdomen
¢ on may now show its presence ale the course of the Iwn
s, the formation of uleers in the varions glands, which may discharge a pmn
5% r, on the other hand, marked swelling and thickening of the glands may exist in
clnding the bh-maxillary nder the lower jaw
1] Rather peculiar, but charaeteristic elevations make their appearance at irregular

xposed by mares in season), a condition of this organ which. to a greater or less extent

o ntervals during 1l f the dis nd have been ealled, very appropriat

. ‘plaques.” They vary larg in dimensions and may appear rapidly, disappear a
quickly, show a tendeney persist, remain absent r break out in other localitic
v They are, in the matority of case neither hot nor painful, but oceasionally may assume

an irritable aspeet



PPlaques may appear singly, or in groups, and are

the croup, abdomen, chest, shoulders and neck, and

flat elevationsy raising p the skin, with defined edges, in some ease ‘1|ilr prominent,
n others only perceptible by taking a position alongside, in front of, or behind the
nimal, and viewing the outline of the body Marked alterations in the animal’s gait
m become apparent, when standing he maintains h P tion imperfeetly, moves his
weight from one limb to another, keeping one limb in a = flexed position, and ofter
raising it from the ground. When walking, eklin er, or the dragging a hind
limh e ften distinetly notiecabl I"'pon 1 H | imd swaving motion
auit wrent. 1l mal ofter iy | | ng a general in
Il ) mtrol | IOV I 1 \ nd | 1
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The patient, at this stage, has difficulty in maintaining tanding p 11 o1
erally requiring pport. When movi t | de and st the 1
The knees and pasterns finally give way, tl i 1 fall nd i nable to 1 1
General paralysis, pneumoni r otl I It f sept fod n infervene nd haster
he end

("ases have been known in which animals have reached the tertiary stage and have
then mad pparcent recovery In all ch « however, the disease has ag
nanifested itself in a most severe form, ending in the death of the affeeted animal

An apparent recovery, therefor | 1d be looked upon with grave suspicion

CONGENITAL EXANTHEMA

Maladie du Coit is frequently confounded with anothe

1naee 101 r. much more common but.
fortunately, far less dangerous venereal diseas f horses known as Coital or Con
ital Exanthema I'his affeetion, which is not at all unecommon in Canada, gener
Hy makes its appearance during the breeding s n, attention being dirveeted to it by
the faet of various mares served by the me horse becoming affec at onee
Such mares show the presenc nal 1 n by frequent attempts to
rinate and by switeching of the tail.  Examination shows the vagina inflamed and

lded with small vescieles which break leaving uleers which, however, heal readily
caving temporary scars, These |

vesiele lso appear frequently on the external surface
tuation small white spots about the siz

which gradually become recovered with

of the vulva leaving in this of grains of shot,
pigment I'here

during the acute stage,
more or less muco-purulent discharge from the vagina, which, however, soon ceases
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i!lv!.Hmu | Al ] liw dise not ol . g mt nature, thou l\ 1
ndoubtedly contagion It vields 1 lily to simple treatment id, except when
‘.M‘||<, co-exister frangi her dis ( erally run = ¢course 1n trom tw
four weeks
In the stallion th esieles appear on the PenLS nd sheatl nd pr nt character
ties similar to those deseribed a COUTTIT in the mar Nometine when the horse
kept at serviee by an ignorant or unserupul groom, the ule ] ne greatly
ritated, with the It tl prolonged rest nd eare treatment are necessitated in
‘ (} rt y normal conditios
h f a | { rincipal 11l effeet ben the | due
‘ ' braadia , thie prober scason. While no areat alatn
ba falt | i Ton emciacs ‘ mended. in viey
he « n ( | I \ \ e du ( hat owners of
I or st n I | tive or hould
mediat b1 he f { t 1l nd f lified vete 1
ry practitioner Af h nation 1f loubt 1 th iture of the
{18¢ the 1 er sk Id nee reported | partment and to the nearest
$0 iry inspeetor
DOMINION OF CANADA.
ReGuraTions Revatineg 1o Maranie pu Corr.
{uthorized y Ord in ( { dated the 22nd day of July, 1905, in virtue r:/‘ “Th
{inimal Contag ) 1ses Act, 1908.
1 N mmim 1 | | pect d ben ffected th \]w]ml:-- 'l,
Coit shall be permitted t lar r me in contact with any animal which is

not so affected, and no such animal shall, in any case, be used for breeding purposes.

2. Any veterinary inspector may declare to be an infected place within the mean
ng of < The \n il Contagio Disease Act, 1903, any common, e Id, stable or
ther M‘-'-‘ or pren wl ¢ nimal re found which are affected or ‘A‘lrl""‘l ol

being affected with Maladie du Coit
3. No animal sh
by an inspector.

ill be removed out of an infected place without a license signed

4. The Veterinary Director General may, from time to time, order the slaughter,
astration, or other disposition of animals affected with Maladie du Coit.

5. Every veterianry inspector shall have full power to order animals affected, or
~H~]v'1‘l4,‘1] of being affected with Maladie du Coit to

be collected for in-[nw!]-vn, and,
when necessary, to be detained and isolated

ir otherwise dealt with in accordance with
the instructions of the Veterinary Director General, and no indemnity shall be allowed
to the owner in case of damage arising out of or resulting from such actions, except as
hereinafter provided.

6. The expenses of and incidental to the collection, isolation, seizure, castration or
otherwise dealing with horses for the purposes of these regulations shall be borne by
the owners of the animals.

7. No entire horse or ridgling more than one year old shall be permitted to run at
large on unfenced lands in the province of Alberta or in that portion of the province of
Saskatchewan lying west of the third principal meridian.

8. Any entire horse or ridgling more than one year old found running at large
within the area defined above may be seized and held on the order of any duly authorized
veterinary inspector of the Department of Agriculture, who shall forthwith whenever




possible notify the owner ind the said horse, if not

ind no indemnity shall be

claimed within thirty day

allowed to the owner in ¢a 1. yut of or resulting from said castration,
cizure or detention

9. Animals affe \ Maladie du Coit may, on an order signed by a duly
ppointed veterinarg ‘tor acting under special instructions from the Veterinary
ind the e i 1 sed of as in such
paid to the ]

Director Gene l. be forthwith slaughtered,
order provided, and compensation may b
when the Aet so provides.
in order is a i the payment
Y

t P to Mini report,

in mspector,

HeaLTn oF ANiMALs Branci,
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
(TTAWA.




