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CONSTITUTION

or THC \j

CHURCH SOC IE TjY

OFTSK

PIOCESE OF QUEBEC,
^

Jhhptedat a general Meeting of the Socidy, duly cm
MinOnal, <m ike 2ltt July, 1843.

X

ARTICLE I.

The objects Iff the Society shall be cpmprehended in

the following distinct departments of Christian exertion,
viz;

fVrs/—Missionary labour, including the creation of a
fund towards the augmentation of the stipends of poor
Clergymen,—towards making a provision for those who
may be incapacitated by age or infirmity, and for the
widows and orphans of the Clergy.

-Second—Education, and Day and Sunday Schools.

7%ir(^Assistance> where it may be necessary, to

those who may be under preparation for the ministry of
the Ciospel. ^ ^

h\.

t
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-TdwrM-Circulation of the Holy Scriptures, the Book
of Common Prayer, arid such other Books and Tracts
as shall be approied by the Central Board,- herein^r
to be |)rovided for. ,

''
'

Fifth—Aid towards the erection of Churches, &c.,^
Parsonage Houses, and the management of all matters
relating to the endowment of the same.

ARTICLE 11.
'

^\
.

'
'

'

'

.
'.

'

\

""'':"''
'

"
-

The patrons of the Society shall be His Excellency
the Governor General, provided he be a member bf the
Church of England, and the incorporated Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel, and the Society for Promot-
ing Christian Knowledge.

^ ARTICLE in.

The President of the Society shall be the Lord Bishop
of the Diocesfe, or Bishop administering the Diocese,--and
the Vice Presidents shall consist of the Ch?iirmen of the
different District Associations, hereinafter provided- foiu
and such- other persons as shall bfe nominated at th6
General Annual Meetings of the Society.

ARTICLE IV.

The Treasurer or Joint Treasurers, the Secretary,
Auditors and other necessaiy Officers of the Society, shall
be appointed by the Central Board, the Secretaiy
shall be allowed a salary and travelling expences, under
4he direction of the C^entral Board, and may appoint an
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Assistant Secretary, subject to the approval of the Central

Board, provided that such appointment shall entail

no additional burthen upon the Society. The appoint-

ments of Treasurer and Secretary shall not be for any

specified period, but they may be removed at the pleasure

of the Central Board.

ARTICLE V. - '^

The Treasurer, or Joint Treasurers shall have the

custody of all the monies, deeds, bonds, &c., and other

property of the Society, and shall submit his or their

accounts to the Quarterly Meetings of the Central Board,

and shall pay no money without the authority of a reso-

lution of the Central Board, pertified by the Secretary^

ARTICLE VI.

The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all the pro^

ceedings of the Society, as well as of ||p|:Jentral Board,

and shaU h^ve the custody of, and bS ^accountable for

the safe keeping of the same, and he shall be subject

to the direction, ind control of the Central Board in

all his duties and proceedings.

ARTICLE VII.

The Society shall meet annually on the firstJWednesday

in July, alternately at Montreal and Quebec, whereof not

less thanfifteen days notice shall be given by the Secretary,

in at least one of the leading newspapers in Quebec and
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Mowrcal^ A Special Jftfrfring of the Society may beCM by .he Pre^cfen. or twi of 4e Vic^ PreL-i «

2i!11t\k
"*""«',«"''«'•'«» 4e Secretary, who

shall notify, tlie same as above.
, . v

* A11TICI.E Vlli.

The sanction of. the Lori Bishoj, ofiheDiqcese^shall
be ^nebessary for the completion of all imppHahi acts
of the Society, and especially for the rev^tion or
.Iteration of the standing rtrfes," and for making an,
addition to them.

'

^

ARTICLE IX. ,a*''*'»i *"— ~,..~

A subscription of 25s. per annum, shall constiiute amember of tj^e Society, and a contribution of £12 la
a life member. Contributors - may state the special
objects to which they wish

. their contributions to be
applied. ; .

''.,:.;..
r.

ARTICLE i.; .

*

,
Ofllie Cenlral Board. ,

There shall be a Central Board for the managemeitW
Ae general business of the Society, consisting of the

less ttan-Mye Clergyii^en. and not less.than twelU
L.ymin..M,ho shall 1^= chosen annually a. theGeneB.!-
Meeting of the Society ; they shall be permitted^o haVe
JlJesretanuuid Assistant Secretary, (if„g„ijj^ ^^^

\



. '

*^

««v

Treasurer or Joint Treasurers ; tW Board shaU meet

once a quarter, alternately »t Quebec and Montreal ;

—

Special Meetings may be called bjy t|ie President, or

in his absence, by twO^Of the Vice Presidents ;^and not

less than eleven members present at any meeting shall

form a quorum. The Centful Board ^1 have.authority

to make such By-Laws as ma^ be d^i^ed necessary for

- the regulation of its own affaurs, j^vided .that none of

Jem be contrary to, or inconsistent with, the spirit of

e Constitution of the Society.
.

\

Articucxi. ^

Of District Jissoeiatums. ^
*

In connection and correspondence with jhe Centra^ \

Board, there shallhe fqSned so many^I>istrict Association^'

as sh?^ be determined upo^^yfiT th^ first meeting of

that Board; *p be composed:of the Clergy, and all

oiher members of the So^ety resident within the bounds

of such Distric-tSt—a cohtributipp of ds. per annum,

cQQStitat^g roenjibership of such plstript Associations*

Th9 senior C^ergym^ holding ja Pastoral charjge withili

such Wimds st)^ be^ <»? officiq^ Ckmam of such

AflSQpijitiQ»—thpy mf Iwre » SApretwy ?m4 Treaswrer,

mdM W§At at ?wdi places $^ Aejr way themselFes

^t^nnin^ ; H oAe of "whicli meetings ike oflGkier? 9bidl

be appotpV^ md H'jrqKwt of H^b prpp^edipgsJpr Ibe

yiiW read. ?he Plstricl Assocwljlans fhall h»vp Autf^o-

n^ to m^ 3^-fcaw^for Ih^ rj^^fMrn f^ ^H^ \f>^^

K



»*** ^

t^

w^

>>^

affairs, provided sUch Dy-Laws be not contrary to, or
inconsistent with the Constitution of this Society. They
shall report arinualiy to the Central Board, at'least one
month before the Annual General Meeting of the Socjety,

-a statement of their proceedings, and a detailed account
_^of all the monies received and expended by them during
^heyear. v

*

^ ARTICLE xii.

0/ the Sub'CommUtces of the Society:

For the more effectually carrying out the designs
of^s Society, the Clergymen ^nd Church Wardens
iri^very Parish and Missionary Station, within the
Diocese, shall be a Sub-Oommittee of the Society, in
correspondence with the District Association within
whose bounds sUch. Parish or Missionary Station is

situated. This Committee shall meet as often, and a^
such^periods, as they themselves shall decide to be md#
convenient, inviting the co-operation of all the Parish-
ioners, in their deliberations and designs. They shill

coUe^ubscriptions and donations from the members of
the Church, in such manner as they shall deem most
effective, and endeavour, by every means in their power,
to augment Oie tejtouri^s of the Society, One sermon
at least, shall l^e preac|;ed during the year, -in favour of
the objects o£the'lnstliuion,on tfie Sunday next suc-
ceeding theADnualPubric J\feeting of such. Parochial
Associatioja. All monies raised by them shall be trans-
mitted tf the Treasurer of the District Association. -

i, (»

/¥•

e, I

,V '
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ARTICLE XIII.

One-fourth of all monies paid into the hands of the

Treasurer of the District AssociationS| respectively,

shall be transmitted to the '^treasurer of the General,

Society, to be at the disposal of theC/entral Board, and

the remaining three-fourths of all such collections shall,

when requur^d, be expended within the Parish or Distnct

in which they have been made, for su(^ objects^pily

as are specified in the Constitution oii^e Society—^

the allotment to be made at the Quartprly^eetings of

the District Branch Association. All monies not required

to be expended for local purposes and remaining unap-

propriated at the General Annual Meeting of the District

Association shall be forthwith transmitted to the Central

Board : it being understood that nothmg contamed in this

article shall interfere with any existing arrangement

personally between^ Clergyman and his people. .

ARTICLEXIV. -

Of the Lay Committee of the Church Society,

This Committee shall cpnsist of such Members as the

Central Boai;d shall appoint at their first meeting, and the

Committee so chosen shall elect a Chairman. The first

meeting of the Committee shall be on a daynamed by the

Cjsntral Board, and the Committee shall then take

measures for framing,. an(i submitting to the Society, for

their consideration, and approval, a Constitution regula-

ting the future composition, members, appomtment, and -^^-
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*'

proceedm^ ofthe Committee ^,hich Constitution, witi,
such modifications as the Society may then orafterwards
determme upon, shall govern the Committee in future.
Theproceedmgsof the lay Committee shall be subject
to the sanction of the Bishop of the Diocese. The clerical
and other members of the Central Board, may attend atany of the General Meetings of the Committee, and mayP2°-

a-^ djscuss matter therein, but shall have^
vote; and 4e Committee shall report their proceedings
'?.*•' ^;»"*' B-""! « their stated meeting.. Th^
objects of this Comiiittee shall be:

"g* lUe

sun»!^'7^t T""* *" '^"^ «M permanent

.heBS*1t.''K
^''*'"'^^-«"»^"'='. institutions asthe B,«,op or Bishops may consider if neceaanr ft* thegood of the Chnteh to attach to it; '

'^'^'^^

nu^T'^rf ^.^T'""""
'"'' ''<'«<l«««e support for suchnumber of Arch Deacons as die Civil and Ecclesiastical

anthoritiesmay cohsidft^ expfedfeW "
*"="^'"^'"='J

7%W-The placing the ClergSymeS. m>w resident anddoing duty m th. Province, upon aju.tfo«ing*„g^s
the sufficiency and permanency 6f their income*
/W<A-The providing for hib peM»afl««< aad aa^q-iate suppott of an inoreCsed n«tober of Ol«,^mZ

Church M evety portion of the Dfecm;- «iy Ha»6 *^meansofaccess.„,e»^,^Hil...j^;22^

+
s-*rV

, ^.i^



Fifth—The building in every place where it may be

required, a Church of stone or brick, upon a well-consi-

dered plan as to dimensions, external form, and internal

arrangement, keeping in view the probability of its

requiring enlargement.

Sixth—The building in a good situation, convenient to

the Churchy a comfortable Parsonage of brick or stone

upon an uniform plan, which should be carefully consi-

dered with reference to me and internal arrangement,

and should admit of additions being made, with the sanc-

tion of the Bishop.

Seventh'-the ihSiiiring such Churches or Parsonages

against losses by fire.

-
-

' . - • t

ARTICLE XV.

All meetings of the Society and of the Committees

shall be opened and closed with the prayers^us^d by the

two Societies in England, adapted to our situation, under

the direction of the Bishop.

No alteration or amendment in the Constitution of the

Society shall be made, unless such alteration or amend-

ment shall first be communicated to the Secretary, to be

submitted to a Special Meeting of the Society,at least one

month before a General Annual Meeting, and adopted

at such General Annual Meeting, and provided further that

such alterations or amendments be sanctioned ^the Lord

Bishop, as provided in article 8th of this Co^ution.
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\ ARficLt: XVI.

Whereas some members of the Church, who are

^ unmindful pf the great spiritual wants of their own
neighbourhood, still feel constraineU, in pious grati-

tude for the blessings they enjoy, to allot somethmg,
however small, from the means with which a Gracious
Providence has.blessed them, towards the spread of the
(^brfous Gospel among the nations whi^h sUU sit in
darkness

;
the Society will gladly receive arid forward

to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, the
Church Missionary Society, or the London Society for
Promotmg Christianity among the Jews, whatever sums
may be given for the conversion and instruction of the
Heathen, to which object such sums will be strictly

condned by the East India Committee of that Society.

11

-r'!'^
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