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REPORT

OF THE

TORONTO PRISONER'S AID SOCIETY,

In the year 1867, a few Christian friends in Toronto formed 
themselves into an Association or Society for the purpose of „ 
establishing a Sunday School in the Toronto Jail. That 
Sunday School has been in successful operation ever since.

In the year 1873, the Association extended its labours to the 
then newly opened Central Prison under very encouraging 
auspices. Their work has been steadily maintained m both 
institutions during the past year, and the Managers have every 
reason to feel thankful to Almighty God for the measure of 
success which has, with His blessing, followed their humble

The teaching staff in the Central Prison consists of a Super
intendent and 25 teachers, and in the Toronto Jail of a Super
intendent and 10 teachers. .

The Manageis know full well (as they expressed themselves
last year) the force of character, and even correctness in many 
cases, of the popular objections against the genuineness of the 
profession of prisoners, that they are changed in heart, feeling, 
or practice. But they also know equally well that, while under 
punishment, some may act the hypocrite, yet in the case of a 
large number of the younger prisoners who have been convict
ed for thoughtless or sadder crimes, the sorrow or repentance 

B of such is not the less sincere and genuine. The Managers 
have been careful to distinguish between the two classes of 
deliberate crime and of men “ overtaken in a fault, and their 
references in the following paragraphs have been only to the 

1 more hopeful class, who, so far as evidence satisfactory to them 
goes, have shown themselves worthy of confidence and sym
pathy. The Managers would, therefore, earnestly solicit the 
continued confidence of those kind friends who have volun-
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words of advice. Relieved 16 families, chiefly those ofn the 
have 

ses as

more
prisoners, which 1 have found while visiting. Found employ
ment for 65, and boarding for 31. Given 290 meals and found 
lodgings for 101. Given 38 Bibles, and 62 New Testaments, 
also several Prayer Books, and 60 pairs of spectacles ; 91 have 
signed the temperance pledge. Held 73 services in the Jail. - 
I often visit the sick and dying in the General Hospital, and 
find some who have been in prison. I also visited the prison 
hospital during the time so many were suffering from typhoid 
fever ; three poor fellows died, one of whom had given me a 
written testimony of his conversion a few months previous. 
Another had given his heart to God only about two weeks 
before. The third I could not learn any particulars of, only 
that he was fond of attending the S. S. A poor Indian also 
died of consumption, I believe, trusting in the Saviour. I visit
ed him several times before he died ; 69 have professed to 
have been converted in the Central Prison. I have received 
many interesting letters from prisoners who have left the city ; 
the following extracts are from a few of them.

“ One young man writes from Ottawa :1 We have the family 
altar set up in our house since my return home, and we always 
remember you in our prayers. I am endeavouring to lead a 
new life. I am often tempted to do wrong, but I feel as if 
something draws me away. Do not forget me at your prayer- 
meetings. I have a hard trial to bear, but with God’s help I 
hope to stand it all. I often think of those in prison, and daily 
pray that the efforts put forth by you and the teachers may be 
crowned with success.’ Another writes from Leamington :
‘ My son is quite a different man since his return home, and 
goes regular to church ; he has also joined the temperance 
lodge.’ Another writes from Philadelphia : ‘ I have the Bible 
you gave me, and God has helped me in a great many things;
I pray that He will still keep me in the right way. Do not for
get me at your meetings. I am going to see my aged mother 
for the last time, and to tell her what a friend I have found in 
Christ. I have not tasted one drop of liquor since I left 
Toronto.’ Another writes from Brantford : ‘ I got a job at my 
trade for the winter the very day I got back. I firmly believe 
that God answered your prayer that day for me. I never was 
so glad for anything as for signing the pledge that day I came 
out of prison. I meet with many temptations, but I pray to 
God for strength to resist it, and He helps me. I earnestly hope
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kind friends for cast-off clothing, boots and shoes, &c. Any 
donations of this kind will be thankfully received at my resi
dent «a Queen St. West, or Mr. Nasmith, baker, comer of 
Jams and Adelaide Sts., or Mr. Kinsinger, confectioner, cor- 

of Bay and Adelaide Sts.”
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REPORTS OF TEACHERS.

A F , a teacher, writes : “ I have continued steadily to take 
an active part in the Sabbath school labor in the Central Prison 
with varied success. My duties have not been confined to one 
particular class, and therefore I cannot speak so definitely oi 
the apparent fruits as otherwise I might have done ; however,
I can say, that by God’s blesçing, I have been greatly cheered 
and encouraged by manifest signs of repentance, contrition 
and regret for the past, and in a number of instances by (I 
believe) a sincere determination on the part of those to whom 
I have spoken, to lead a new life and, with God s help, a Chris
tian one. Some cases have come before me of men hardened 
in sin and callous to all outward influences, but I am not 
without hope, that to even those ‘the word m season may 
have been spoken,’ and sooner or later, my humble efforts 
may redound to God’s glory in their ultimate conversion. 
In the class I am now teaching I have good reason to hope 
that several men had really been converted. I put the ques
tion to them personally, and five or six of them intimated to 
me, that they would lead a new life. Some of these men are 
again in the world, and their subsequent conduct is known only 
to the Searcher of hearts. Others again have taken their 
places in the class, and with similar results; on the whole, 1 
am greatly encouraged to persevere, more especially as my 
heart is thoroughly in the work, and my only desire is (by 
God’s grace) to see His great name glorified m the conversion 
of many precious souls within those prison walls.”
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R. S„ a teacher, writes : “ In my class have experienced a 
number of conversions, and great benefit and encouragement 
to all connected therewith.”SOFTLEY.’’

Tract Society 
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T. M., a teacher, writes : I have taught in the Central 
Prison for the past two years, have found the prisoners always
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and satisfaction of their hearts ; and my earnest prayer to.God

,hee«l,tdt:r ES, and prove^ faith fuTtotheenth 
I feel beyond the power of a doubt that the Lord, y 
holy Spirit, is doing a great work in the Prison.

T. R. K., a teacher, writes : “ I have never met with my
class but found expressions from one or more of ^ desire 
flee from the wrath to come. Nearly all such attribute the 
conversion, in most instances, to Bible-class teaching . 
are* very few infidels, and few scoffers. A very large number 
attribute their condition to the effects of intoxicating iq - 
Some have made good resolutions, have sown and asked Gods 
bSngTpoTboth seed and ground, that the harvest might be 
abundant Consider the Central Prison one of the richest cor- 

of the Lord’s vineyard in Toronto to work in.
MPa lady teacher, writes : “ Ever since I began to teach 

in the Central Prison Sabbath-school I have found the blessed 
work peculiarly interesting. The prisoners, without an excep 
tion have been respectful and attentive, and I have met with 
far more readiness to receive than to reject the Fnend of sin
ners. Making all due allowance for momentary and eaSlly f^
gotten resolutions, I have good reason to believe hat some
have found, and others are seeking, salvation throughi Jesus 
Christ I may just add, that I never engaged in any Christian 
work, in the performance of which my own soul has been so

much blessed.”
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I A a lady teacher, writes : “Since I taught in the Prison 
I have been much encouraged by the attention of <h=P"s°ncr= 
and by the earnest questions they sometimes ask. .0ne young 
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j. M., a teacher, writes : “I have been very ple^ed with 
the marked attention of the prisoners, and I firmly believe 
îet th see(i that has been sown has taken deep root, for 
manyof my pupils have promised me they ’“d a

Sœ found a?Jew from Joppa, who told me 
he had found the Lord Jesus Christ, and he was now deter-

CwTthi goSd that has been done until the day when the 

secrets of all hearts will be revealed.
EC a lady teacher, writes: “ I rejoice to say that four

Wïïïsr « S/hTpe'tSÏÏTtif&
thatVrison free men in Christ Jesus. I found others anxmus
tvat . •_ „n..is T feel greatly encouraged in the work. My
own soul was blest while speaking to them of a Saviour's love.

« T a teacher writes : “ I believe at least five who are, or 
havebUn h my’class, are serving the Lord. I have never 

dêeolv interested or richly blest in any work for Christ 
Vipfnre I have tied to teach them the Word of the Lord and

than any opposition I have met with.
A. S., a teacher, writes : “ I never 
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TORONTO CITY JAIL MISSION.

The Toronto City Jail Mission, which
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TORONTO COUNTY JAIL MISSION.
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From the fact that there is a short pe-
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TREASURER’S ACCOUNT.

Cr.Toronto Prisoner’s Aid Association.GEO. HAGUE, Treasurer, in Account with the
Dr.

*—* 3°,h

Oct. 6—H. Softley, on acct. salary and arrears.. $ 79° 26 

Sundry disbursements on account of 

discharged prisoners, &c., per

To sundry Receipts, as follows :
£■

1875-
June 30—Balance on $ 253 23hand at this date.

1876. , .
Oct. 6—Sundry amounts

Softley, collected by him tc date ..
received direct from

101 18 £

126 00

received from Mr. do.
698 58

Cab hire to and from jail..................

Lovell Bros., on acct. hymn books..

Dudley & Bums, printing..................

Globe, advertising..............................

Balance on hand...............................

)1 - i $
40 00 

16 65
„ __Sundry amounts

subscribers....

„ —St. James’
„ —Knox Church Sunday-school

41 00

66 14
.A

Cathedral Sunday-school. 2 00

12 25 1 86

6 75 $1077 95- Bank interest Total
1 86$Total To balance
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Rev. J. G. Baylis ...
A Friend..................
E. Coatsworth...........
A. W. Z.....................
Mrs. Geo. Laidlaw..
Dr. D. Clark ........
John Wardrop ......
Thomas May & Co..
David Millar...........
Angus Mathers ....
Davis Bros .............
Rev. S. Jones.........
J. Lumbers.............
F. H. Medcalf.........
W. ...........................
A Friend ................
O. Walton...............
S. R. Hart .............
Ed. Tyner ............
John Young .......
James Mitchell.... 
Thos. McDonald...
M. Gervy...............
John Wincrt .......
James Mewclim ... 
A Friend .............
T. M. Wood...........
Rev. G. Broughall 
Rev. J. Hunter .. 
Rev. W. H. Poole 
Rev. J. H. Castle 
William Kempthor
F. V. Taylor.........
Rev. Dr. Scadding 
A. Piddington....
(J. B. Stock.........
Alex. Rattray .... 
Charles Potter.... 
0. Constable ....
Ed. Becket.........
A. Robertson ....
A Friend .............
Cash ..................
John McKeown ., 
Rev. J. Outtery .. 
J. C. Hamilton . 
W. Sheppard ...
A Friend...........
Mrs. McDonald . 
Mrs. Whitter .. 
Rev. R. D. Frase 
8. Marshall ....
Win. Butler.......
Rev. John Potts. 
Wm. Adamson 
John Robertson
A Friend .........
John Fiaken .. 
Jos. Powell .... 
Donaldson, Sincl 
R. Henry Brett 
W. Pearson .... 
W. M. Reid .... 
John Leamen .. 
H. C. Stace ....

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

4 2 00
*10 00 i W. Williamson ...........
* ' j. W. Mason ...............

William Davies ...........
A. S. Nordheimer.......
E. Morphy....................
John Holmes........... ...
A Friend....................
G. N. Yarker .............
R. Hay & Co ..............
C. Witmer ...............
John Riddell .............
H. H. Clark ..............
W. T. Mason 
Hunter, Rose A Co
A. H. Campbell.........
C. Page & Sons .........
Fred. Perkins............
Mrs. Pollard ............
Dr. McConnell .......
Ridout, Aikenhead & Crumble ...
Samuel Scarlett.......................
W. H. Knowlton ..................
Jas. H. Rogers .....................
Elisha Palmer.........................
Bronsdon & Paton ..............
Rev. J. D. Cayley..................
Masim!1RkK'h&Newcombe...
D. Cowan....................
H. Wickson................
Wm. Galbraith .........
T. Dixon Craig .........
Jas. Proctor.....-----
Gray, Rennie & Co ............

LSrfaïü.».-
Brown Bros...........................
Rinfuge&Son......................
H. A. Elson & Sons .............
Mrs. Judge Wilson ............
Rev. Dr. Wood ....................
Rev. A. Sutherland ............
R. Gilmore .........................
J. H. McCollinee ...............
Dr. W. Oldright ...............
Hodgson & Boyd ..............
Jas. Campbell & Son...........
R. Merrineld ...
Miss Noverre ...
W. W. Copp.......
Sheriff Jarvis ...
Rev. W. Barnhill 
J. W. Sillman ..
Ed. Stephenson
H. Langley.......
W. O. .................
p. Paterson ....
A Friend .........

2 00
Hon. W. Cayley................
Chief Justice Hagarty......
Blake, Kerr & Boyd.........
John Clements ................
E. Leadlay .......................
P. G. Close...................
Perkins, luce & Co .........
D. McLean .......................
A Friend . .....................{^aifstew:
John Nasmith..................
Lyman Bros .....................
Robt. Baldwin..................
R. Carswell ......................
John Macdonald...............
Goderham & Worts .........
Dr A. M. Rosebrugh ...
Bishop of Toronto..........
Rev. Dean Grasett.........
B. Homer Dixon............
Hon. Wm. McMaster.... 
J. Gillespie & Co ..
B. Walton ....................
G. Crombie •... ,.........
S. C. Duncan-Clark •• ••
c. S. Gzowski................
John Green...................
B. J ..•••■•..................
Angus Morrison............
James Leslie ................
John Kerr ...................
Cramp Torrance............
Thomas A. Thomson.. •

Andrew Hamilton.......
J. C. M ...........
R. Walker, Junr ....
Thomas Short.............
Rev. C. R- Matthew ... 
Rev. Canon Baldwin...
O. T. Kingston ..........
Hon. O. Mowat ..........
A. Speers...................
Wm. Elliot................
E. Fitzgerald .............
Hon. G. W. Allan .... 
J. Rowsell 

Do -
Judge Duggan ... 
Rev. Dr. Topp... • • 
Henderson & Stork
A Friend ..............
H. C. Brien...........
8. Taylor ...............
A. W. McCord.......
Mrs. Briggs..... • • 
Withrow it Hillock

2 00.... 10 00
.... 10 00 2 00

2 0000
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00

.. 2 00

.. 2 00
2 00i
2 0000
2 oe5 00

....... 2 00......... 5 00
2 00ft 00

5 00 2 00
5 00 2 00

2 006 00
2 00......... 5 00

5 00 . 2 001 I 5 00 2 00

I I

2 00
00 2 00

3 00
00 2 00

2 00
2 00
2 00

00 2 001 2 00
00 2 00

5 00 .... 2 00.. » •• ■5 00 2 00
5 00 ....... 2 00
5 00 2 00
5 00 2 00
6 00 2 00
5 00 3 00
5 00 2 00
6 00 2 00
5 00 2 00
4 00 2 00
4 00 2 00
4 00 2 00
4 00 2 00
4 00 2 00
4 00 2 00
4 00 2 00
4 00 2 00

m . 00 2 00Donation 2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00

.... 2 00
2 00
2 00
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SUBSCRIPTIONS. -Continued.

Rev. Dr. A. Green.......
William Morrison-----
W. S. F. & Sons.........
Peter McDonald .........
A Friend ...............•
John Blake................
Rev. A H. Munroe ... 
Proctor & McCaul
W. Frauel ................
W. Bee .......................
Samuel Rogers...........
Rev. R. Greene .........
A Friend ...................
W. Clark ..................
D. G.......... .................
Mrs. Croft..................
Rev. J. Cameron ... 
Rev. Professor Caven
James Brown...........
J. M. .........................
A. Bums..................
R. Coons....................
A Friend..................
Dr. George Wright 
Mrs. A. Miller...........

% 2 00Rev. J. G. Baylis ............
A Friend...........................
E. Coatsworth....................
A. W. .................................
Mrs. Geo. Laidlaw............
Dr. D. Clark ..................
John Wardrop ..............
Thomas May & Co...........
David Millar....................
Angus Mathers..............
Davis Bros ......................
Rev. S. Jones..................
J. Lumbers......................
F. H. Medcalf..................
W. ....................................
A Friend .........................
G. Walton.......................
S. R. Hart .....................
Ed. Tyner ....................
John Young ................
James Mitchell...............
Thos. McDonald............
M. Gervy.......................
John Winert ................
James Mewclim............
A Friend ...............• •••
T. M. Wood....................
Rev. G. Broughall.........
Rev. J. Hunter ............
Rev. W. H. Poole.........
Rev. J. H. Castle .........
William Kempthorn ...
F. P. Taylor..................
Rev. Dr. Seadding.......
A. Piddington..............
G. B. Stock.........................
Alex. Rattray.....................
Charles Potter....................
U. Constable ....................
Ed. Becket .......................
A. Robertson ....................
A Friend ...........................
Cash ..................................
John McKeown................
Rev. J. Guttery................
J. C. Hamilton ................
W. Sheppard ....................
A Friend ...........................
Mrs. McDonald ................
Mrs. Whitter ..................
Rev. R. D. Fraser............
8. Marshall ......................
Wm. Butler......................
Rev. John Potts..............
Wm. Adamson ...............
John Robertson..............
A Friend .........................
John Fisken ..................
I,.u PowpII ...................
Donaldson, Sinclair & Co
R. Henry Brett..............
W. Pearson....................
W. M. Reid....................
John Leamen................
H. C. Stace ....................

2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 00
2 CO
3 00
1 00
1 00

.... 1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 00

.... 1 00
1 01)
1 00

. 1 00
1 00

.... 1 00
1 00 ...........................
1 00 A. Magill ..............
1 00 Rev A. Gilray...........
1 00 John Boulton..........
1 00 8. Frisby ................
1 00 John Wood.............
1 00 H. Pellatt................
1 00 A Friend ......... •••

Rev. F. H. Marling.
1 00 H J. Matthews ....
1 00 W. L. .......................
1 00 E. fi C ....................
1 00 E. B .......................
100 F. D. Berwick......
1 00 Miller & McClelland 
100 J. Davids & Co....
1 00 J. H. Hayard.......
1 00 W. Malmist...........
1 00 Wm. Rennie.........
1 00 W. G. Mutton........
1 00 A. Brown...............
1 60 R. & W...................
1 00 Thos. Thompson ..

Mrs. McCutcheon
Rev. A. H. Baldwin...........
Rev. R. Griffith..................

1 00 M. Munroe .........................
1 00 T. Eaton .............................
1 00 Kent Bros..........................
1 00 G. H. Haymes...................
1 00 W. A. M ...........................

Notman & Fraser .............
1 00 John Fenson ....................
1 00 Wm. Brand.........................
1 00 James Cox...........................
1 00 — Shears...........................
100 James Dobson....................
1 00 J. Boyd...............................
1 00 A. J. Mason ......................

John Smith.......................

. 1 00

1 00
1 00
1 00

1 00

.... 1 00

2
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SUBSCRIPTIONS.-CoXTlXiFD.
Rev. H. C. Maddoch..................
W. B. Thompson........................
Rev. John King...........................
George Verrai!.............................
Peter ..............................................
II. Viper .......................................
A. W. Godson.............................
A Friend .....................................
A. Friner.....................................
J. J. G .........................................
M. Callender................... •
H. W. ....................... ;
Rev. Geo. Wood.........................
A Friend .....................................
J. C. McMillan...........................
John Bills ...................................
Rev. W. Millard.......................
C Jones.....................................
D. Walker.................................
J. Henderson...........................
W. E. Cornell...........................
Thos. Hodgins.........................
Mrs. Faulkner.........................
D. Amott...................................
L. Duncan.................................
Mrs. Forey................................
J. Etherington .......................
John Bond.................................
John Robertson.....................
W. H.........................................
A. S. Irving.............................
James Little...........................
H. ..............................................
Rev. F. H. Wallace .............
G. A. Bateman .....................
Thos. Ferguson.....................
G. l’earsou .............................
W. Beauchamp ....................
J. Harvard ...........................
W. Maloney...........................
H. L. & Co ...........................
S. Atkinson...........................
J. Damp . ...........................
W. Hammond.......................
A. N. Weselburg ...............
G. Brown...............................
W. Bird..................... ........
F. H. Torrington .............
G. Bell............. .................
Hillock & Kent .................
C. Janes...............................
J. Norwich

St. James’ S. School.....
KJfflfÜfbÆs'.'éohiü:.

St. Stephen’s 8. School ...................

Students of Knox College ..............

00
00$ 1 00 

1 00
...... 1 00

Rev. A. Williams....................
Jas. Lumbers...........................
J. Wallam.................................
W. Ramsay..............................
W. B. Hamilton......................
A Friend .................................
Wm. Brown.............................
Rev. Wm. McLaren ............
Joseph Bell.............................
J. J. Woodhouse..................
Jas. Michner...........................
M. Sweetman.........................
A Friend ................................
Rev. G. Robb........ ................
Rev. T. W. Jeffery ............
Thos. McConker....................
W. D. Matthews..................
H. Horsley.............................
J. Gooderham......................
J. Fulton...............................
T. J. Wilkie...........................
W. Warwick ......................
Rev. D. Mitchell................
A Friend ...............................
G. Booth ...............................
Rev. E. Dewart..................
A Friend ..............................
A Friend .... •• ..........
Rev. Dr. McDonnell..............
Mrs. Knox.................................
John Knox................................
Dr. Cowdry...............................
W. Philps .................................
A Friend ..................................
W. Bruce & Co ....................
George Duncan ....................
A. M. Black...........................
F. B. Miles .............................
Thos. Griffith........................
A Friend.................................
F. W. Kingston.....................
John Leys ...............................
Jacob Kinzinger ..................
Edward Terry........................
W. Spanner ................
Samuel Jackson....................
A. F. Cameron .................
Rev. A. Sanson......................
Miss Haight..........................
W. H. Knowlton ... ........
Henderson & Phillipps..............
A Friend .......................................
G. Pike...........................................
A Friend .......................................
Francis Richardson ..................
Dr. Ogden.......................................
W. Bothwell................................
G. Bawden....................................
John Grier ...............................
C. ...................................................
A Friend .....................................

00
00 I001 00
001 00 

. 1 00 00
001 00
25. 1 00 

. 1 00
0000

1 0000
1 0000
1 0000
1 0000

! 1 0000
1 0000
1 0000
1 0000
1 00oo

0000 oo1 00
001 00

1 00
001 00
001 00
001 00 oo1 00

1 001 001' 11 .. 1 oo 
.. 1 00 
.. 1 00 
.. 1 00

.......... 1 00
1 00

.. 1 oo
001 1 0000

1 0000
1 0000
1 0000
1 00
1 0000

if 1ill 1 1 0000
1 0000
1 oo00
1 001 00
1 001 00
1 00;; 1 00

1 00 1 00
. 1 001 00

1 002 00I 1 001 00
1 001 00I . 1 00

.. 1 00
1 00

J* .... 1 oo
1 00 Small sums

:

. 1 00 
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