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AN EMINENT HISTORIAN'S OPINION OF THE
UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS.

" There wore brave ;iii(l honest men in Amerieii who were pi'uud

of the ^'reat and fre(^ Empire to whieh they l)eh)nge<l, who had no

desire to shrink from the burfh>n of maintaining it and

w'ho, with nothing to liope for from the Crown, were preimred to face

the most l)ruta] mob violence and the invectives of a scurribus press,

to risk their fortunes, their reputations, and even theii' Hxcs, to avert

civil war a?id ultimate separation. .Most of them ended their days in

pi)\-erty and exile, and as the supporters of a beaten cause, history

has paid a scanty tribute to their memory; but they composed some

of the best and ablest men .America has ever produced, and they were

contending foi- an ideal which was at least as worthy as that for

which Washington fought. The maintenance of one free, industrial

and pacific Empire, comprising the whole of the English race, may
have been a dream, but it was at least i\ noble one."

—

Prof. Le'-ky,

''IlUiorijot thi- ISfh rout (try"



PREFACE.

Tlic exact nrv/u\ of tln' name " irnited Einpiiv Loyalists,"' api)iic(l

to those persons who iviiiained faithful to the British Crown duriri"

and after the Ivevohitionarv War in America is involved in some
obscurity. The earliest available record states that, at the su<,f,i,'estion

of General (hi'^o, a number of loyal persons met to^^ether in Boston,
on October 28th, 17";"), and formed a society called "The Loyalist

Associators desiring tlH> Unity of the Empire."

Some time after the peace, on Monday, *)th Noxcmber, ITSiJ, tiiere

met at the Co^ncil Chamber at Quebec, under the i>residency of Lord
Dorcljester, the Go\(.rnor-General, the Privy Council for Canada. The
Minutes of Council states : "His Lordshij> intimated to the Council
that i^ remained a question u[)on the late regulation for the disjiositiim

of th(> waste lands of the Crown, whether the Boards constituted foi-

that |uirp;)se were authorized to make locations to the sons (»f Loyal-
ists on their coming of full age, anrl that it was his wish to put a
mark of honor upon the families who had adhered to the unity
of the Empire, and joined the lloyal Staiidai-d in America bt^foi-e the
Treaty of Separation in the yeai' 17S;i.

The Council concurring with his Lordship, it is accofdinglv (.r-

dered :
—

"That the several Land Boai'ds take course for preser\ini,' a i-etjis-

try of the names of all\ i)ers(jns falling undi'r the description afore-

mentioned, to the end tli^at^ their posterity may be discriminated from
future settlers, in the Parish Registers .and {{oils of the Militia of

their respective districts and other public ivmembrancers of the

Province, as prop;'r objects by their persevering in the fidelity and
conduct so honorable to their ancestors, for distinguisherl beneiits

and i)i'ivileges.

" And it is als;) ordered that the said Land IJoards may in every
case i)ro\ide not only for the sons of those Loyalists as they arriv(> to

full age, but for their daughters also of that age, or on their marriage,
assigning to each a lot of two hundred aci'es, more or h^ss; jirovided,

nevertlieless, that they respectively comply with th(> general regula-

tions, and that it shall satisfactorily appear that there has been no



.Ict'iuilt in the due ciiltivjit ioii ;uu\ inipruvcnicnt i>t' tlic liiiids iissi^iiril

to the head of tlu* ffiinily ot' \vl:icli tlu'V ai-c iiiciiiltcrs."'

'Pliis Ofdi-r-iM-Cniuicil may !)(> styled tlic (loyalists' eliartei'.

The wai- of lS|i'-|5 one,, more l)roui,dit the Tiiited Eiiii»ire

Loyah"sts to the front. They and their sons were the l)aekhoiie uf

the rpjier Canadian army. It may also he saiil that even to (lav

the descendants of the old Fioyalists take to the militia naturally.

Loi-enzo Sal)ine and K^(•l•ton liyerson haxc written works whieli

reeoi'd tiie griefs, tlie sulTei'ini^s, the iiohle dexotion to principle and
to the Kmpiri' of the Loyalists, so that when the centennial of their

niiifi'ation approached, many of their descendants were lo he found

an.xious and willing to do their mein(»ry honor.

On Xox-emher •2:'n'd, 1SS:{, a meeting was held at the Canadian

Institute to i-onsider the steps necessary to he taken to celehrate the

centenary. There were ])resent Dr. CannilV, Lieut. -Col. (Jeoi'^e T.

iJenison, Messrs. \V. A. Foster, D. 15. Head and C. E<;erton Hyerson,

Di". K. W. Sprao^e, Di-. (J. Sterliiiii liyerson and Rev. Dr. W'ithrow.

The m(H'ting resolved on the centenary celehratictn of 1H8;, which

was successfully cai'ried out at Adolphustown, June IGth to ISth;

Tt)ront(j, .July ."ii'd, and Nia,<,'ara, Auijust 14th, (;f that year. A sui,^-

gestion for jx-rmanent organization was I'ejected. On Octoher 1st,

1894. Di'. (i. S. I^ivei'son proj)osed in the columns of the Empire to

reA'ive \\\v Association, hut for \arious reasons the idea was not

carried into ellect.

On Fehruary I'Sth, lSi)(>, a meeting called by Mr. Wm. Hamilt(»n

Merritt and others, was held at the Caiuulian Institute. Mi". A.

McLean ilowai'd was ai)pointe(l Chaii'inan, and Mr. Merritt, Secretary

pro tern. The following connnittee was appointed to draft a constitu-

tion, and I'eport at a subseipient meeting: .Mr. A. McLea,n Howard,
:\li-. W. 11. Merritt. Mrs. Hicks, Miss Merritt, Mr. S. C. IJiggs,

Lieut. -Col. (;eoig(> A. Shaw, Mr. C. Kgerton liyerson and Dr. (i. S.

Kyerson.

At the tii'st general meeting of th(> reoiganized United FiUipire

Loyalist Association, held at the same place on May 11th, ISIXI, the

Hon. John Beverley Kobinson was unanimously elected President,

and Mr. William Hamilton Meri-itt, Secretary A constitution and
by laws which had been draAvn u[» by the special connnittee wei'e read

and approved.

Much was e.vpected from Mr. liobinson in this })ositio?i, as it was

known that he was well versed in the early history of this country,

and that he took a keen interest in e\erything connected therewith,

also on account of In's gr(Vit ability and long experience in public life.

I
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I'liit it n-iis uthcrwisc .(rdficd, and under circuinNtain'i'^ (if u most

iimisual nature, and whilst cnyaucd in |ii-c|>aiinu- to speak at a i;reat

[•u5>lie meetin;;- on a yiave constitutional (|uestion, lie was su('denlv

called hence on June I'.'Mi, h'^UG. 'p him the Association lost ;i

learned unti([uarian, a patriittic Canadian and an eminent president.

He was succeeded by I >r. (!. Sterliiiii- I'veism, .M.L.A.

The constitution and in-laws were rf\ised in Apiil. lS!t7. I)\' a

special committee, c<msistin<i of the President, Messrs. II. II. Cook.

li A. Maclauriii. A\'. Koaf, C. K. IJyersoii, Stephen .M. .Iar\is,

Lieut. -Col. Shaw, and the i{e\. .Messrs. I'.all and C. K. Thomson.

1
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS.

Xamk a\i> Ciiikf Skat.

I. The orgunizatioa shall he known ;is tin " rnited Empire
Loyalist Associatit)n of Ontario," liereinaftcr retV'ired to as the

<ji'ii('ral Association, and its chief seat shall he at Toi-onto.

l>l{AN"('Hi:.S

II. i>i'anch;'s of tlu' AssoL-iatiou ni;iy be estal*lished at any ]>lace

in the Province of Ontario, where, in the opinion of the Executive

C innnittee, i<- is deemed advisable, and the President of such Bnmcli
sliall be ex officio a N^'ice-President of the (Jeneral Associatioi;. Mem-
bers of sui'h IJi-anches shall l)e entitled to the sanic privileges as

i<

.\sso;/latr Ab'nibi the ((.'ueral Association.

( )l!.IKOTS.

111. The objt'cts of this Association shall be •

(a) To unite to,u;etlu'r, irrespective of creed or political party,

ihc descendants of those families who, during,' the American .Revolu-

tionary War of !77"t to 17S-"), saoriliced tlieii- homes in retaining

their loyalty to the IJritish Crown, and to perpetuate this spirit of

loyalty to the Empire.

{/)) To preserve the liistory and traditions of (hat important

epoch in Canadian histoiy, i)y rescuing from ol)livion the history and

traditions of the loyalist families before it is too late.

(c) To collect together in a suitable |)lace tlie portraits, relics and

documiMits relating to the I'nited Empire lioyalists which are now
scatten-d thi'oiighout the Dominion.

('/) To publish an histerical and geneah)gical journal, oi' annual

transactions.

<^)( AI.IKK'AIION I'OK ^Ii;MHKHSniI'.

1\ . All persons of either sex, resident in Ontario, who can trace

their lineal cle.scent, by either the male or female line, from the United

Empire Loyalists, shall be eligible foi' ordiiuiry membership. The
wixcs oi' husbands of ordinary meml)ers, and wh(» are not otherwise
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<|U;iIintMl foi membershii), may l)e elected Associate menil)ers, but are

not entitled to vote. Charter members shall be those members who
joined prior to and includin<,' the regular meeting in Ai)ril, ISOT.

They shall have the letter "C" |)laced after their names on the

l^tll of Membei-s. Members of Branches l)ecoine ip'^o /acfo associate

members of tiu; General Association. Tliey may liecome orchnary

meiiil)tMs (111 payment of fifty cents annually to the (Jeneral Asso-

ciation.

Election of Mi;mhf'{s.

V. A ' )i'm of rcconmiendation for admission, sijjjned by two
members, .-,hal] be foi'warded to the .Secretjuy, sind by him laid l)efo!'e

ihe committee api linted foi- the jnifpose of in\-esti,i,'atiii.i; the (piali-

fications of applicants foi- membei-sliip. If at tl;.- next or any sul)-

se.pKMit i-e,<>;uhir meeting the Import of this conmiittee is sat isfactor v,

tiie person siiall he declared electe(|. unli'ss a liullot is called for, and
a majoi'ity shall elect. Members of briinches do not re(|uire election

to the (Jeneral As.sociation ; the payment of the fee is suHicient. 'J'tie

A.ssociation shall have i)o\ver at special <;eneral meeting called for

that purposi". to e.xpel any member, fo!' caus(> shown, by a three-

fourths majority of those jjresi'nt.

I'^KKS.

v'l. 'rh(> annual meinbei'ship and associate membership fee shall

be one dollar. A family, viz., husbiiK', wif(> and children residing at

home, shii.ll pay two dollars jier annum ; noii resident membershi]) fee,

fifty cents, payable in advance. P.ut any member or associate mem-
ber being one year in arrears may b(> struck oil" the list of members by

the E.vecutive Counnittee. Any ]»ers()n eligible for membership may
become a life-member by p.uing the sum of .^1 ."».()(), and shall be

exempt fi'oiii further paynient'^. Xo mi'uiber shall l)e entitled to vote

at election of olhcers wh;» is nioi'e than one y(>ar in arrears of dues,

'i'he aiuuial fees shall he due on the second 'riuirsday in .March in

each y< .ir.

( )K1'1('KI{S.

VII. The ollice he.u'ei's shall consist of a l^residen*^, live V\iv-

Presidents, .me of whom shall he a lady, and the PresidiMits of

lirandies, who are e.>; ojiclo Vice Pi-esidents, Secretary-Treasurer and
Assistant Secretary; either of the latter may be a, lady.

lioN'onAifv N'rci; Pkksioknts ami .Mkmmkks.

Vlir. (»r) .Ml sons and d;iugliters of I'nited lOmjiire Lovalists

now living shall bi> Ilonorarv Vii'c-I'residents of the Association.
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(//) I )Ist iiiiiuislicil iiii'ii auil woincii, dcscoiulaiits of Unit('(I Fiinj)ifi'-

Litviilists, rcsidiMit or iioiircsidt'iit in tlic Proviiu-c, Jiiav he elected hy

a inujoi-ity of those ])i'(>seiit at a meetiiiif, as l[ouoi'ary Viee-Presi-

deiits : siu-h \'ice- Presidents shall not he liahle for th(> annual fe(>.

('•) ^Ienlhel^s of th(^ Association, ifentleiuen or ladies, 'vlio, in tiie

(i|>i"i.(ii of a two-thirds majority of the nieetinif hav(> r'-ndei-ed dis-

t inuuished se)'\ ice to the Assoeiatioii, may he elected honorary mem-

hers. The name of such memher or honoi'ai'v \'ice-President must

he projiosed and seconded at a regular meeting' at least four weeks

Ix'foi'e t h" date of elect ion.

TlIK lv\i;( LTIVK CoMMITTi;!;.

IX. ShaU consist of seven memhei's. to i)e elected at tlie annual

meetiiiir, thi'ee of whom shall form a (|Uoriun, which shall manaj^e all

such atlairs of the Association as ai'e enti'usted to them. The

President and \' ice- Presidents (actual and ex <>[fi('iu) and Secretary-

Treasurer shall 1)1' f\v o/firio memhers of this Committee. The two

mend)ers of this Kxecutixc Connnittee, whose names aj-peai' lirst

(rinht and left) in the list, shall retii'e aniuially. hut shall he eliuil)le

for reelection at the next followiiiii" meetini;'.

TiiK I Nvi:sri(;AriN(; CoMMirn;}-;.

X. Shall consist of three memhers, two of whom shall form a

i|Uoi'nm. .Ml persons nominated for memhership sliall he faxorahlv

I'eported upon hytheii hefoi'(> heini;' elected to memhership hv the

Associat ion.

Tin; r.ADiKs' CoMMrn'Ki:.

XI. Shall consist of twelxc memhers, fnc of whom shall form a

(piorum. They shall arranu'e all mattei's suhmitted to them hv the

Association or hy the lv\ccuti\(' C'onunittei". to whom thev shall

respectively I'eport.

I'iMX'TroN Ol' OkKICKKS and CoMMrriKKS.

-Nil. .\ll ollicei's and standing connnittees of the Assoi-iatiitn

shall he elected at (he aiuiual meeting, oi' so soon t hereafter as con-

N'eniently may he. if for any reason se.cli election cannot take place at

the amnial meeting'. And such oHicers and I'ounnittees shall hold

otlice until the next annual meetinii', or until their successors ai'e

elected: \ acancies occurrin;,;' diU'in.y the year to he lilled hy election

as may he retpiireil. Special connnittees may he appointed rA any,

ve,i,'ular or special i^'enera! me<'tiny'.
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Where it is not otherwise stated, the utheers au,l uu'uA>n: of
committees shall l)e gentlemen.

iJUTUvS OF OfFICRRS.'

Xni. The President shall be chairman of all meeti.i-s at which
he shall l)c present, and in his absence, one of the Vice-Presidents
shall take the chair. In the absence of the Vice-Presidents, the
members present shall elect a cliairman for the meetin-.

XIV. The .Secretary-Treasurer shall hold in trust the funds of the
Association, which shall be deposited in the name of the Associati.mm a bank api)roved by the committee. He or sh.- shall receixc all
moneys and pay all accounts that are properly certified as correct
and shall present, when re(,uir,.d, from time to tinu, a statement
of the Jtccounts.

XV. The .Secretary-Tivasurer, or tlu> Assistant .Secretary, shall
attend all meetings, shall take the minutes of the proceedinos shall
he respcmsible for the sate custody of all paj.ers, bo.>ks an.l .,th.n-
property, and under direction of the Hxecutive Connnittee shall con-
<luct th(> general business (.f the Associatioji.

.Mi:i:tin(;s.

X\'l. The Annual (General .Meeting for the election of otlie..-
iH'a-vrs, an.l the transacticm of the business of the Association, shall
''<'l'"ld u, the City of Tor.mto, on the date of the regular meeting in
March m each y,.ar. The regular meetings shall be h.-ld ,„,

'^the
•second Thursday in ev,>ry mouth, ,>xcept .luring such sunnnc-r mo.iths
as may be thought .lesirable not to meet by (h.- m.mil)ers pr.'sent at
the regular meeting in May. Meetings shall be hel.l at such h..ur an.l
place as the K.vecutive Connnittee appoints, of whi.O. .lu,- n..tin. shall
be sent to every member.

XVII. General meetings oth.T than the regular monthly m.'.-t
nigs may l,e called fo, tl... r.-ading an.l .liscussion of pap.'rs, a-ul for
the transaction of business. Th.> busin.>ss or subject for discussion
shall be specified in th," sp.vial notic ..,nv, ,iing su.-l, a me.'tin-
Avhicli shall be sent to every member.

Such sj)ecial general meetings may be call.'.! at any time by th.>
President, or in his absence, by the E.xecutiv.« Connnittee.
XV [II. Kxtraordinary or urgent l)usiness mav b.> transact.>d at

any meeting without special notice when considere'd absolutely neces-
sary by a three-fourths majority of those present.

XrX. At all general meetings, whether sjiecial ..r annual, fifteen
membei's shall form a .piorum.
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XX. Papers on siil)j(>cts rolatin<( to the objects (tt" tliis Association

and to connate subjects may bo read by niembt>i's, oi' by others who

may be re<iuested to (h) so, at any i'e;;;uhii' meetin,<f or any s])ecial

meeting,' caUed foi' tliis purpose. Papers sliall not exceed twenty

minutes in h'nytli, l)ut the time for reading,' .nay be extended bv vote

of the members. AH j)apers read shall l)ecome the propi-rty of the

Association.

Order of P)Usixkss.

XXI. 1.— Keadini;' of miruites of last meeting.

'2.— Ileadinj,^ of corresptrndence.

•"i.— Passing;" of accounts.

I.—Propositions foi' niembershi[).

").— lU'ports of conmntti>es

(J.— Klection to memb(>rship.

7.—-Notices of motion.

S.— (Jeneral business.

9.— -pjlection of otticers.

10.— Reading of papei's.

AmKNDMKNTS to CoVSTITt'TlOX AND P>V-TjAWS.

XXTT. The foregoing Constitution and By-laws may be amended

by a two-thirds vote of any meeting, but notice of nioti(m for sueli

amendment nuist be given at least four weeks j)revious to the disci. s-

sit)n of the same, of which notice the Secretary shall duly inform

every member.

Thcso pages were printctl at the expense of Sru Kodkkick W. ('aaii:i!on.

an tronorarv N'icc-I'resident, t(. whom the AsEoeiation is yreatlN' indohtcil.

.A.
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