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VOYAGES AND TRAVELS.
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*rhe VOYAGE of Sir FRANCIS DRAKE
round the Globe. ij

">'»«

Anp^!H E learned Cianiden irifornis us, that fir Frart-

I cis Drake was the fon of a clergyman, who,

in the time of queetv Elizabeth, became vi-

car of Upnore, on the river Medway. But the irt»

duftrious John Stowe fays, that he was the eldeft of

twelve brethrenj all children of Edmund Drake, of

Taviftock, in the county of Devon, mariner •, land

that he was born in the year 1540. The only wjf
to reconcile thefe accounts, is to fuppofe that Ed-
mund Drake, being a zealous Proteftant, fuffering

much for his religion in the days of Henry VIII.

and, having likewife a competent ihare of learn-

ing, was ordained deacon in the days of queen Eli-

zabeth, and fettled at Upnore. As for our hero,

he received the Chriftian name of Francis from his

godfather Francis earl of Bedford : but it does not

appear, that he obtained any great benefit frOm that

nobleman's patronage in his youth ; for as foon as

he was able, he was fent to fca, apprentice to the

mafter of a fmall bark trading to France and Zea-
land i who, having a great affedion for the lad, and
being himfelf a bachelor, when he came to die, left

Vol, 111. j| hiiii



2 THE VOYAGE OF
him his bark. At the age of eighteen Mr. Drake
was made purler of" a fliip, which went to the Bay

of Bifcay •, and at twenty he made a voyage to the

coaft of Guinea. In all thefe voyages he diftin-

guiftied himfelf by his extraordinary courage, and by
a fagacity very unufual in perfons of his age. His
laudable defire of glory induced him to venture all

that he had in the world in a voyage to the Weft
Indies in the year 1565, but in this he had no
fuccefs. In 1567, he ferved under his kinfman fir

John Hawkins, in the bay of Mexico •, bui was ftili

unfortunate, returning from thence rich in point of

fame, but, as to his circumftances, in a manner
undone. Thefe difappointments ferved only to

, heighten his refentmcnt and therefore he made two
voyages more into thofe parts, the firft in 1570, with

two Ships, the Dragon and Swan -, the fecond in

1 57 1, in the Swan alone, purely for the fake of in-

formation, and that he might qualify himfelf for un-

dertaking fomething of importance in thofe parts,

which by his courage and perfcverance, he brought

to bear.

His character being now fufRciently eftablifhed,

he found enow ready to venture part of their for-

tunes in a voyage he propofed -, for which having

Mnade all things ready, he failed May the 24th, 1572,
^a the Pafca of Plymouth, which was of no greater

Burden than feventy ton ; having for his confort the

Swan, of two hundred fifty ton, commanded by his

brother John Drake, with feventy-three men and

boys, and provifions for a year. Such was the pre-

paration he made for attacking the King of Spain

in the Weft Indies, which he believed he had a right

to do, in order to make reprifals for what he had

fuffered by his fubjefts. In this voyage he facked

the famous town of Nombre de Dios, and foon af-

ter faw from an high tree, the South Seas j which

fight inflamed him with a violent defire of carrying

an Enghfh fliip thither, an attempt never made, per-

Jiaps never thought of, before that time. In this

. ^ 4 , .
expedition
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SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. )
expedition he acquired immenfe riches for his own-

ers, as well as himfelf ; being a man of fuch gcncro-

fity, that he fcorned to take even thole advanta-

oes, which any other man would have confiderecl as

his rif^ht -, of which we have a very remarkable in-

Itance in his behaviour, on a prefent made him by

a captain or prince of the free Indians inhabiting the

ifthmus of Daricn, who, in return for a cutlafs pre-

fented him by captain Drake, gave him four large

wedges of gold, wiiich he threw into the common
ftock : " iVIy owners, faid he, gave me that cutlafs,

•' and it is but jufl: they fhould have their (hares

" of its produce. His return to England was as for-

tunate as his foreign expedition ; for, in twenty-

three days, he failed from the cape of Florida, to

the ifles of Scilly; and arrived at Plymouth on
Sunday Auguft the 9th,- 157J, in fermon-time. The
news of captain Drake's return being carried into the

church, there remained few or no people with the

preacher, all running out to obferve the blefllng of

God upon the dangerous adventures of the captain,

who had fpent one year, two months, and fome odd
days, in this voyage. The wealth he had thus

acquired, he generoufly fpent in his country's fer-

vice, equipping no lefs than three frigates at his own
expence, which he commanded in perfon, and with

which he contributed greatly to the reduction of the

rebellious Irilh, under the condudt of that worthy

nobleman Walter earl of Eflex. After his death,

he chofe for his patron fir Chriftopher Hatton, at

that time vicechamberlain to the queen, and after-

Wards chancellor of England : by his intereft, not-

withftanding great oppofition, captain Drake ob-

tained the queen's commiflion for that voyage, which
he had fo long meditated. r>

He was no fooner thus provided, than his friends

contributed largely toward this glorious expedition -,

and captain Drake, on his fide, applied with equal di-

ligence to the getting every thing ready for accom-

,.}'. .
B 2 plifliing



% THE VOYAGE OF
plifliing his undertaking; and, with this view, equip
ped five fliips, viz. the Pelican, called by him after-

wards the Hind, admiral, burden an hundred tons,

Francis Drake, captain general *, the Elizabeth, vice-

admiral, eighty tons, John Winter, captain; the

Marigold, a bark, of thirty tons, John Thomas, cap-

tain ; the Swan, a fly- boat, of fifty tons, captain

John Chefter ; and the Chrifl:opher, a pinnace of fif-

teen tons, captain Thomas Moon. Thefe (hips he
manned with one hundred and fixty-four able men,
and furnifhed them with fuch plentiful provifion of
all things neceflary, as fo long and dangerous a voy-

age feemed to require : withal flowing certain pin-

naces aboard in pieces, to be fet up as occafion might
call for. Neither did he omit to make provifion alfo

for ornament and delight, carrying for this purpofc

•with him expert muficians, rich furniture, all the

vefTels for his table, and many belonging to his cook-

room, being of filver ; with divers utenfils of all

forts, of curious workmanfhip ; whereby the civility

and magnificence of his native country might, among
all nations, whither he (hould come, be the more
admired. All things being thus adjufled, captain

Drake failed out of Plymouth Sound November the

5th, 1577, about five in the afternoon ; but by a

fearful ftorm, wherein they fuftained fome damage,
he was forced to put back again ; when, having, in

few days, fupplied all defeds, on the 13th of Decem-
ber, the fame year, with more favourable winds,

he once more hoifted his fails and put to fea. He
avoided, as much as he could, falling in too early

with the land ; and the wind favouring his defign,

they rnade none, till the 25th of the fame month
they fell in with Cape Cautin, on the coafl of Bar-

bary, and, on the 27th, came to the ifle of Maga-
dor, lying one mile diflance from the main, between

which and the ifle they found a very fafe and conve-

nient harbour. Here the admiral direded a pinnace

to be built, having brought, as we obferved, the

hulks

1
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SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. 9

i

t

hulks of four ready framed from England. While

they were upon this work, feme of the inhabitants

came to the water-fide (hewing flags of peace : upon

which the admiral fent out his boat to know their

minds : one of his men ftaycd as a pledge amongft

them, and two of their company were brought a (hip-

board. They told him by figns, that the next day

they would furniih his Ihips with good provifions,

which civility he rewarded with linen cloth, Ihoes,

and a javelin, things very acceptable to them; andfo

they departed. The next day they came as they had

promiled, and one of the men, whofe name was Fry,

leaping out of the boat amongft them, thinking to

have leaped into the arms of friends, made himfelf

the prifoner of thofe perfidious wretches, who,

threatening to ftab him if he made any refiftancc,

prefently mounted him a horfeback, and carried him
up into their country •, from whence, however, af-

ter examination, he was fent fafely back.

rhe pinnace being finiflied, they fet fail Decem-
ber the 30th, and January the 17th they arrived at

Cape Blanco, where they found a Ihip at anchor

within the cape, having only two mariners in her :

this Ihip they took, and carried her into the harbour,

where they Itayed four days : in which time the ad-

miral muftered his men alhore, to prepare them for

land, as well as fea-lervice. Here they took of the

fifliermen fuch neceflaries as they wanted, and alfo

one of their barks of about forty ton, leaving behind
them a little bark of their own. They left this har-

bour January the 22d, carrying along with them
one of the Portiiguefe caravels, which was bound to

the iQes of Cape de Verd for fait ; the mafter of the

caravel affured the admiral, that in one of the Cape
de Verd iflands, called Mayo, there was a good ftore

of dried cabritos, < g' were every >(

made ready for fuch Ihips of the king's as called

th^re. They came to this place January the 27th -,

3 3 tiUi;
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« THE VOYAGE OF
but the inhabitants would drive no trade with thenf>»

the king's orders having pofitively forbade it : y^^
the next day they went to take a view of the iQand,

the admiral fending out a company of men for thac

purpofe. They marched towards the chief place of
the ifle, and, having travelled through the moun-
tains for three days, they came thither before day-

break : they found that the inhabitants were all run
away, but, as for the country, by the manuring,

it appeared to be more fruitful, than the other par^

of the ifland. They refted themfelves here a while,

and banqueted upon delicious grapes, and cocoa-

nuts, which were in their prime even at that feafon

^f the year, which is the depth of winter with us in

England.

Having fatisfied themfelves with thefe fruits, they

marched farther into the ifland, and faw great (lore

of cabritos ; but they could take none of them,

though, if they had pleafed, they might have fur-

nifhed themfelves with fome that were old, dead*

and dried, which the people had laid out on purpofc

for them : but, not caring for the refufc of the ifland^

they returned to their Ihips, with an account of what
they had fecn.

January tjie 21ft, they went from hence, and failed

by the ifle St. Jago ; in pafTing by which, the people

difcharged three pieces of cannon at them, but with-

out doing mifchief. The ifland is fair and large,

inhabited by Portuguefe •, but the mountains are pof»

fefled by the Moors, who, to deliver themfelves from
(lavcry, fled to thefe places of refuge, where; they

have fortified themfelves. Before this ifland they

faw two Ihips under fail, one of them which they

took, and found to be a good prize, laden with wines :

the admiral retained the pilot, but difcharged the

(hip and the men, giving them fome vi6tuals, a butt

of wine, and their wearing cloaths *. The fame night

* The Mafon of taking thefe fhips was, that at this time Portu-

gal was annexed to the c jwn of Spain.

they
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SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. 7

they came to the ifland Del Fogo, or the Burning

Ifland, which is inhabited by Portuguefe: on the

north fide there is a fort of vulcano, that is conti-

nually belching out fmoke and flame : on the fouth

fide lies a very delightful ifland, full of trees ever

green and fiourilhing, and refreftied with cooling

Itreams, that pour themfelves out into the fea. Here
was no convenient road for their fliips, the fea being

fo deep, that there was no poflibility of fixing an

anchor thereabout. Leaving thefe iflands, they

drew toward the line, being fometimcs becalmed

for a long time together, and, at others, beaten with

tempers. Tiiey had continually great plenty of fifli,

as dolphins, bonitos, and flying-filh, fome of which
dropt down into their fliips, and could not rife again,

becaufe their finny wings wanted moifture.

From the firft day of their departure from the

iflands of cape Verde, they failed 54 days without

fight of land ; and the firfl: which they faw was the

coaft of Brafil, in 38° of fouth latitude. April the

5th, the barbarous people on fliore, having difco-

vered the fliips, began to ufe their accufl:omed cere-

monies, in order to raife a fl:orm to fink their fliips :

For this purpofe they made great fires, and offered

fome facrifices to the devil •, but at prefent, it feems,

he was not able to ferve them. April the 7th, they

had lightning, rain, and thundei; ; in which ftorm

they lofl: the company of a little bark, the Chrifl:o-

pher; but the i ith they found her again j and the

place where all the fliips, that were diiperfed in the

Search of her, met together, the admiral called Cape
Joy, and here every (hip took in frefli water. The
country hereabouts was fair and pleafant, the air fweet

and mild, the foil rich and fruitful. The inhabitants

feemed to be only fome herds of wild deer, no others

being to be feen, though they difcerned the foot-

fteps of fome people in the ground. Having weighed
anchor, and run a little farther, they found a fmall

B 4 harbour



$ THE VOYAGE OF
harbour between a rock and the main, where the

rock breaking the force of the fea, the lliip rode

very fafely. Upon this rock they killed feveral feals,

keeping them for food, and found them wholefome,

though not pleafant. ,• •
>•

Their next courfe being to 36*' of fouth latitude,

they entered the great river of Plate, and came into

between 5^ and 54 fathom of frefh water •, but, find-

ing no good harbour there, they put out to fea

again.. Sailing on, they came to a good bay, in

which bay were feveral pretty iflands, one of which
was (locked v/ith feals, and the others, for the moft

part, with fowls, fo that there was no want of any

provifions, or of good water there. The admiral

being op Ihore in one of thofe iflands, the people

'

came dancing and leaping about him, and were very

free to trade ; but their cuftom was not to take any

thing from any other perfon, unlefs firfl: thrown down
on the ground. They were comely ftrong-bodied

people, very fwift of foot, and of a brifk lively con-

Hitution. The Marigold, and the Chriilopher, (be-

ing fent to difcover a convenient harbour) returned

with the happy news of fuch an one j into which
|:hey went with all their fliips. Here the feals aboundr
ed to that degree, that they killed more than 200 in

an hour's fpace. The natives came boldly and con-

fdently about them, while they were working on
ihore; their faces were painted, and their apparel

only a covering of beaft-fls:ins (with the fur on) about

their waills, and fomething wreathed about their

heads. They had bows an ell long, but no more
than t\yo arrows a-piece. They feemed to be not

altogether deftitute of martial difcipline, as appeared

by the method they obferved in prdering and rangr

jng their mpn -, and they gave fufficient proof of
their agility, by Healing the admiral's hat off from
his very head i which was a brave prize among them

:

Qfie taking tl^e ha^, ^nd another the gold lace that

\ '
. ..

'

was

.*f

''W(
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was on it -, neither of which could ever be got from

them again. They were the nation which Magel-

lan called Paragons.

Having difpatched all affairs in this place, they

failed ; and June the 20th, they anchored in port

St. Julian, fo called by Magellan. Here they faw

the gibbet on which Magellan had formerly executed

fome of his mutinous company : and here alfo admi-

ral Drake executed one captain Doughty, the moft

fufpeded aftion of his life. After which execution,

Auguit the 1 7th, they left St. Julian's port, and the

20th fell in with the ftreight of Magellan, going in-

to the South Sea. The 2 1 ft they entered the ftreight,

which they found to lie very intricate and crooked,

with divers turnings ; by which means, fhifting

about fo often, the wind would fometimes be againft

them, which made their failing very troublefome,

and not only fo, but dangerous too, efpecially if any
fudden blafts of wind came : for, though there be
feveral good harbours about, and frefh water enough,
yet the fea is fo deep, that there is no anchoring
there, except in fome very narrow river or corner,

or between " the rocks. There are vaft mountains,
covered with fnow, that fpread along the land on
both fides the ftreights -, the tops of which mount up
in the air to a prodigious height, having two or three

regions of clouds lying in order below them. The
ftreights are extremely cold, with froft and fnow con-

tinually : yet the trees and plants maintain a con-

ftant verdure, -and flourifh notwithftanding the feem-
ing feverity of the weather. At the fouth and eaft

parts of the ftreight there are various iflands, between
which the fea breaks into the ftreights, as it does
into the main entrance : The breadth of it is from
one league, where it is the narroweft, to two, three,

or four leagues, which is the wideft j and the tides

irife high through the whole.

September the 6th they entered the South Sea at

the cape or head ftiore, and the 7th they were driven

2 by
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by a fVorm back from that entrance more than 200
leagues longitude, and 1° to the fouth of the ftreight;

from the bay they were driven fouthwards of the

Streights, in 57^ oF fouth latitude, where they an-

chored among the iflands, finding good frefli water,

arid excellent herbs. Not far from hence, they en«»

tered another bay, where they found naked people,

ranging from one ifland to another in their canoes,

to feek provifions. Thefe traded with them for

fuch commodities as they had. Sailing northward

from hence, they found three iflands, in one of
which was fuch plenty of birds, as is hardly ere-*

dible. Odober the 8 th, they loft the company
of the fhip, in which was Mr. Winter. Being now
come to the other mouth of the ftreights, they put
away towards the coaft of Chili, which the general

maps place to the fouth-wefl, but they found after-

wards to lie to the north-eaft and eaflerly -, fo that

thofe coafls were either not fully difcovered, or at

leafl not faithfully defcribed. They proceeded flill

in the fame courfe, till, upon the 29th of November,
they came to the ifle of Mocha, where they cafb

finchor, and the admiral, with ten men, went afhore,

ilThe people that dwelt there, were fuch as the ex-

^eme cruelty of the Spaniards had forced from their

own habitation to this ifland, to preferve their lives

and liberties. They carried themfelves at firft very

civilly to the admiral and his men, bringing them
potatoes, and two fat fheep, promifing alfo to bring

them water ; for which they received Ibme prefents.

The next day two men were fent afhore with barrels

for water ; and the natives, having them at an ad-

vantage, prefently feized them, and knocked them
jic on the head. The reafon of this outrage was, be-

"^^jcaufe they took them for Spaniards, whom they ne-

ver fpare when they fall into their hands.

Continuing their courfe for Chili, and drawing

near the coaits of it, they met an Indian in a canoe*

who, millaking them for Spaniards, told them, that

L at
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at St. lago there was a great Spanifh Ihip laden fop

pern. The admiral rewarding him for his intelli-

gence, he very readily conduced them where the

Slip lay at anchor, which was port Val Parifo, in

33° 40' of fouth latitude. All the men they had in

her were no more than eight Spaniards and three ne-

groes i and they, fuppofing the Englilli to have been

friends, welcomed them by beat ot drum, and in-

vited them to drink fome Chili wine with them. But

they, refolving firft to fecure their prize, and then

drink, immediately boarded the Ihip, and, driving

all the Spaniards under hatches, took, pofleliion.

One of the Spaniards, feeing how they were fervcd,

defperatciy leaped overboard, and fwam to the town

of St. lago, to give them notice of the coming of the

Englilh; upon which, all the inhabitants prefently

quitted the town, and ran away, which they might

quickly do, there not being above nine houlhoids in

the whole town. The admiral and his men entered,

rifled the town and the chapel, taking out of it a fil-

ver chalice, two cruets, and an altar-cloth. Thef
found in the town alfo a good cargo of Chili winej

and boards of cedar wood ; all which they carried t<|

their (hips. The general then having fet all the pr"
foners on (hore, except one, whom he refcrved f^

his pilot, he left St. lago, and direded his courfe

Lima, the capital of Peru.

As they were now at fea, and had both leifure and
opportunity to examine the particulars of the booty

taken at St. lago, they found 25,000 pezoes of purft

gold of Baldivia, which amounted to fomewhat mor*
than ^7,000 Spanifh ducats : So, continuing thei^

courfe to Lima, they put into the haven of Coquim* '.^

bo, which lies in 29** 30' S. L. Here the admiral /k^'

fent fourteen men aftiore to fetch water : but thc_.*

Spaniards happening to fpy this fmall company, ar

being refolved, for the glory of their nation, to un*^^*''

dertake revenge upon fo daring an enemy, thc^^pi. *

with an army of 360 horfe, aixd 200 foot attack^|^:,

;

thefaL:.-si,
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thefe fourteen Englifh ; and, after fome difpute, by
the help of their guns, made a flaughter of one of
them, the other thirteen coming back to the ftiip.

After this, the Englifti going again on fhore to bury
their dead man, the Spaniards put out a flag of truce 5

but they, beheving their fidelity to be no greater

than their courage, did not care to trufl them, and fo

went off. From hence they came to a port called

Tarapaxa, where, being landed, they found a Spa-
niard afleep upon the Ihore, witfi eighteen bars of
filver lying by him, which came to about 4000 Spa-

nilh ducats : they did not difturb the Spaniard's re-

pofe, but, taking the filver, left him to take out

his nap. Not far from hence, going afhore for wa-
ter, they met a Spaniard and an Indian driving eight

Peruvian Iheep, laden with very fine filver, every

iheep having two leather bags (containing fifty pounds
weight each) on his back. They delivered the poor

animals from their irkfome burdens, and lodged the

bags in their own (hips : after which, the Indian and
Spaniard were permitted to drive on. They failed

hence to Arica, which is in 8° 30' of fouth latitude 5

?ind, in this port, found three fmall barks, which,

being rifled, yielded them fifty-feven wedges of filver,

each weighing about twenty pounds : They took no
prifoners in the barks ;

* for the men that belonged

to them, fearing no ftrangers coming thither, were
all gone on fhore to make merry amongft themfelves.

They did not aflault the town, having not fl:rength

enough for it : fo, putting out to Tea again, they

met with another little bark laden with linen cloth,

part of which the admiral took, and fo let her go,

difdaining to hurt others, where he could do him-
lelf no good. ;•. ^-: %>; • •: r > i cv

February the 13th they came to the port of Lima,
which lies in 1 1 ° 50" fouth latitude i and, having en-

tered the haven, found there twelve fail of fhips ly-

ing fafl; at anchor, with all their fails down, without

^atch pr guard, their mafters being all drinking and
caroufing

fi,

^

m
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caroufing aftiore : examining the contents of thefe

(hips, they found a cheft full of rials of plate, great

ftore of filks and linen -, all which plate they carried

to their own (hips, with part of the filks and linen.

The admiral here had notice of another very rich

fhip, called the Cacafuego, which was gone towards

Paita, which they purfuing thither, found that before

their arrival, fhe was gone tor Panama : btit, however,

though they miffed their intended prize, another

(which they took in their purfuit of her to Panamaf)

paid them the charge of their voyage : For, befides

the ropes, and other tackling for Ihips, which they

found in her, fhe yielded them eighty pounds weight

of gold, together with a fine crucifix of the fame

metal, richly adorned with emeralds •, all which, with

fome of the cordage, they feized : but refolving ftill

to proceed in th6 purfuit of the Cacafuego, the ad-

miral, to encourage his company, promifed, that

whoever firft faw her, Ihould have his gold chain for

a reward -, which fell to the (hare of Mr. John Drake,

who firft defcried her about three o'clock. About
fix o'clock they came up with her, gave her three

fhots, ftruck down her mizcn, and boarded her.

They found her full as rich and valuable as (he was
reported to be, having aboard her thirteen chefts full

of rials of plate, eighty pounds weight of gold, a

good quantity of Jewels, and twenty-fix ton of filver

bars. The place where this prize was taken, was
called cape San Francifco, about 150 leagues from
Panama, and in 1 ° degree of north latitude. Among
other rich pieces of plate, which they found in this

(hip, they met with a couple of very large filver

bowls gilt, which belonged to the pilot of her : the

admiral, feeing thefe, told him, that he had two
fine bowls, but he muft needs have one of them

;

which the pilot yielded to, not knowing how to help

himfelf ; and, to make it look lefs like compulfion,
he prefented the other of them to the admirars
Reward. Having ranllicked the Cacafuego, they

t calt



iH tHE V6YAGE OJF

caft her ofF; and, continuing their courfe to the

weft, they met with a (hip laden with linen clothj

China difhcs^ and filks of the fame country -, the

owner of it was a Spaniard, then on board, from
«om the admiral took a falcon, wrought with mafTy

d, with a great emerald fet in the bread: of it

;

Mfides this, chufmg what he liked of the wares

.ftboard this veflel, and feizing the pilot for his own
ibrvice, he turned off the (hip. This pilot brought

tthem to the haven of Guatulco, the town adjacent to

kwhich had but (as he faid) I'eventeen Spaniards in it

:

having, therefore, put to fliore, they marched di-

:te6lly to the town, and fo up to the public hall of
•juftice, where they found a court fitting, and a judge
l^dy to pafs fentence upon a parcel of poor negroes

^

iwat were accufed of a plot to fire the town : but
the admiral's coming changed the fcene of affairs at

rthis court; for he, being judge himfelf, pafled fen-

^tence upon them all, both judges and criminals, to

.become his prifoners ; which fentence was prefently

:cxecuted, and they were all carried away to the fliips.

^ere he made the chiefjudge write to the townfmen,

.|o keep at a difiance, and not pretend to make any
iilefiftance : fo the town being cleared, they ranfacked

lit all over, finding no other valuable pluiider than

about a bufhel of rials of plate *, only one of their

company took a rich Spaniard flying out of the townj

who paid him for his trouble in purfuing him, with

a gold chain, and fome jewels. Here the admiral

fetting aftiore fome Spanifli prifoners, and his old

Portuguefe Pilot, whom he took at the ifland of cape

de Verd, departed hence for the Ifland Canno : while

they lay here, a certain Spanifli Jhip, bound for the

Philippine iflands, came in their way, which they

only lightened of a part of the burden of her mer^

chandizc, and fo difcharged her.

The admiral, now thinking he had, in fome mea-
. fure, revenged both the public injuries of his coun-

try, as well as his own private wrongs, upon the Spa-

niards^
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niards, began to deliberate upon his return home

:

but which way he fhould take, was the queftion to be

refolved : to return by the ftrcights of the South Sea,

he thought would be to throw himfelf into the hands

of the Spaniards, who would probably there wait

for him, with a far greater llrength than he could

now cope with •, for he had at this time but one (hip

left, not ftrong, though it was a very rich one.

^ All things therefore confidered, he refolved to go
found to the Moluccas, and fo follow the courfe of

the Portuguefe, to get home by the cape of Good
Hope: but, being becalmed, he found it necef-

fary to fail more northerly to get a good wind.

Upon this defjgn they failed at lead 600 leagues,

which was all the way they made from April 1 6. to

June 3. June 5, being got into 43° of north lati-

tude, they found the air excefTive cold j and the fur-

ther they went, the feverity of the weather was more
intolerable : upon which fcore they made toward the
land, till they came into 38° north latitude, under
which heighth of the pole they found a very good
bay, and had a favourable wind to enter the fame.
Accordingly here they had fome correfpondence
with the people of the country, whofe houfes lay all

along upon the water-fide. They fent the admiral
a prefent of feathers, and cawls of net-work, who
entertained them with . fo much kindnefs and libe-

rality, that the poor people were infinitely pleafed.

Though the country be cold, yet they fo order the
matter in the framing their houfes, as to live out
of danger of ftarving -, for they furround them with
a deep trench, upon the outmoft edge of which
they raife up great pieces of timber, which clofe all

together at the top like the fpire of a fteeple •, their
bed is the bare ground fl:rewed with ruflies, and their
fire-place in the middle, about which they all lie.

The men go naked, the women wear a clofe gar-
ment of bulrulhes, dreflcd after the manner of
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hemp, which, fallened about their middles, hangs
down to their hips, and upon their fhoulders they

have a deer's fkin ; but their very good qualities

make amends for their ordinary drcfs and figure, be-

ing extremely dutiful to their hulbands. The admi-
ral had, quickly after, another prefent frorii them^
"^Vhich was feathers and bags of tobacco ; a cohfider-

able body of them waiting upon him at the fani^e

time : they were all gathered together at the top ot

an hill, from whence their fpeaker harangued the ad-

miral, who lay below in his tent pitched at the bot-

tom of the hill : when this was ended, they left their

weapons, and came down, offering their own pre-

fents, and, at the fame time, civilly returning thefe

which the admiral had made them. All the while,

the women who remained above^ poflefled with a

mad fury, tore their hair, and made dreadful howl-

ings, which is the common mufic at their facrifices,

fomething of which nature was then folemnizing.

The men below were better employed, attending

very diligently to divine fervice, then performed in

the admiral's tent. Thefe cireumftances, though
trivial in themfeives, are of confequence in aflerting

our firft difcovery of California.

The news of the Englifh being there, having

fpread about in the country, there came two ambal-

fadors to the admiral, to tell him, that the king was

comlpg to wait upon him, and defired a token of

peace to aflure his fafe condu6t. The admiral hav-

ing given this, the whole train began to march to-

wards them, and that in very good and graceful or-

der : in the front came a very comely perfort, bear-

ing the Sceptre before the king, upon which hung
two crowns, and three chains of a very great length

:

the crowns were made of net-work, and artificially

wrought with feathers of many colours, and the

chains were made of bones. Next to the fccptre-

bearer came the king himfelf, a very comely proper

perfon, fhewing an air of majefty in all his deport-

ment j

•if
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nient; he was furrounded by a guard of tall martial-

Jooking men, who were all clad in (kins. Next to

thefe came the common people, having, to make the

finer (hew, painted their faces, fome white, fome

black, and Ifome of other colours -, and all with their

arms full of prefents, even the very children not ex-

cepted. The admiral drew up all his men in line of

battle, and flood ready to receive them within his

fortifications : at fome diftance from him, the whole

train made a halt, and kept a profound filence, at

which time the fceptre- bearer made a fpecch of half

an hour long. This being ended, the fame officer,

of a Speech-maker, became a dancing-mafter, and,

at the fame time, (truck up a fong, in both which he

was followed by king, lords, and common people,

who came finging and dancing up to the Admiral's

fences. Being all fet down there, after fome pre-

liminary compliments, the king made a folemn offer

of his whole kingdom, and its dependences, to

the admiral, defiring him to take the fovereignty

upon him ; and profelTing, that he himlelf would be
his very loyal fubjedt : and, that this might not

feem to be mere compliment and pretence, he did,

by the confent of his nobles there preicnt, take off

the illuftrious crown of feathers from his own head,

and fix it upon the admiral's ; and, at the fame time,

inverting him with the other enfigns of royalty, did,

as much as in him lay, make him king of the coun-
try. The admiral accepted of his new- offered dig-

nity, as her majcfty*s reprefcntative, in her name,
and for her ufe; it being probable, that from this

donation, whether made in jeft or in earneft, by thefe

Indians, fome real advantages might hereafter re-

dound to the Englifh nation and intereft in thofe
parts. The common people difperfed themfelves up
and down every-whcre amongft the admiral's tents,

cxprefTing an admiration and value for the Englifli,

to the degree of madnels and profanenefs ; coming
before them with facrifices, which they pretended to

Vol. Ill, C offer
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offer with a profound devotion to them, till they, hj
force, kept them back, expreflTing their utmoft ab-

horrence of them i and directed them to the Supreme
Maker ^nd Frefervcr of all things, whom alone

they ought to honour with religious worfhip. The
admiral and his people travelled to fome diftance up
in the country, which they found to be extremely full

of deer, which were large and fat, and very often

looo in a herd. There was alfo fuch a vaft plenty

of rabbets, that the whole country feemed to be one
jntire great warren; they were of the bignefs of a

Barbary coney, their heads like thofe in our parts,

their feet like a mole's, and their tail refembling that

of a rat •, under the chin of each fide is fattened a

bng, into which the creature injefts what food it gets

abroad, and j^referves it for a time of neceflity. 1'he

flclh of them is a valuable difh among the natives,

and their fkins afford robes for the king, and all the

great men. The earth of the country feemed to

promife very rich veins of gold and filver, there be-

ing hardly any digging without throwing up fome of

the ores of them. The admiral called it Nova Al-

bion, partly in honour to his own country, and partly

from the profpecl of white Cliffs and Banks, which
'it yields to them that view it from the fea. At his

departure hence, he fet up a monument with a large

plate, upon which were engraven her majefty's name,

pidbdre, arms, title to the country, the time of their

arrival there, and the admiral's own name. In this

country the Spaniards had never fet footing, nor did

they ever difcovcr the land by many degrees to the

Southward of this place.

Sailing from hence, they loft fight of land till

Odlober 13,, upon which day in the morning they

fell in with certain iflands in 8° of north latitude;

from whence they met a great number of canoes

coming laden Vv'ith cocoas, and other fruit ; thefe

canoes were hollowed within with a great deal of

art, and looked fmooth and fhining without like bur-

nilhed

Hi J
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hifhed horn i the prow and ftcrn both yielded inwards,

circlcwife ; on each fide of them lay two pieces of

timber, about a yard and an half long, more or lefs,

as the veflcl was bigger or lefs i they were of a con-

fiderable heighc, and, for (hew, fet off in the infide

with white fhclls : the people that were in them, had

the lower part of their car » cut round, and ftretched

down a confiHerable way upon their cheeks, by the

weight of thole things they hang in them. They
feemed to defign fheir nails for weapons, letting

them grow a full inch in length. Their teeth are as

black as pitch ; and they have a way to preferve

them, by eating of an herb, with a fort of powder,

which they ever carry about with them for that pur-

pofe. October 1 8, they came to feveral other iflands

;

fome of which appeared to be very populous, and
continued their courfe by the iflands of Tagulada,

Zelon, and Zewarra; the firft of which had good
ftore of cinnamon, and the inhabitants of all of them
were friends to the Portuguefe. The admiral, without

making any delay, fteered the fame courfe dill. No-
vember the 14th, they fell in with the Moluccas, and,

intending for Tiridore, as they coafted along the

ifland Mutyr, which belongs to the king of Ternatc,

they met his viceroy, who, feeing the admiral's fliip,

without fear came aboard him. He advifcd the ad-

miral by no means to profecute his voyage to Tiri-

dore, but to fail diredly for Ternate, becaufe his

mafter was a very great enemy to the Portuguefe, and
would have nothing to do with them, if they were
at all concerned with Tiridore, or that nation, who
were fettled there. The admiral, upon this, rclblvcd

upon Ternate •, and early next morning came to an
anchor before the town : he fent a meflenger to the

king with a velvet cloak, as a prefenr, and to aflTure

him, that he came thither with no defign, but purely
that of trading in his country. The viceroy alfo by
this time had been with the king, and difpofed him
to entertain a very favourable opinion of the Eng-

C ?
.
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»ght fo far,wrougnt lo rar, tnat the king returned a

very civil and obliging anfwer to the admiraV's mef-

fage, affuring him, that a friendly correfpondencc

with the Englilh nation was highly pleafing to him

;

that his whole kingdom ihould lie open to them, and
whatever it yielded Ihould be at their fervice ; and,

moreover that he was ready to lay himfelf, and his

kingdom, at the foot of fo glorious a princefs, as was
the queen, whom they ferved, and to make her his

fovereign, as well as theirs : and, in token of this,

he fent the admiral a fignet, carrying it, befides,

with a very great refpeft to the Englifh meflenger,

who went to court, and had been received there with

much pomp and ceremony. The king, having a
mind to make the admiral a vifit on fhip- boards fent

beforehand four large canoes, filled with the moft
dignified perfons about him ; they were all drefled in

white lawn, and had an exceeding large umbrella of

very fine perfumed mats, borne up with a frame

made of reeds, fpreading over their heads, from one
end of the canoe to another ; their fervants, clad in

white, ftood about them ; and, without thefe, were
ranks of foldiers placed : in order, on both fides their

martial men, were placed the rowers, in certain well-

contrived galleries, which lay three of a fide all along

the canoes, and were decently raifed one above the

other, each gallery containing eighty rowers. Thefe
canoes were furnilhed too with all warlike provifions,

and the foldiers well accoutred, having all manner of

weapons, both ofFenfive and defenfive. Rowing
near the fliip, they all paid their reverences to the

admiral, in great order, one after another j and told

him, that the king had fent them to conduct him
into a fafer road than that he was in at prefent. Soon
after came the king himfelf, attended by fix grave

antient perfons : he feemed to be much pleafed with

the Englifli mufic, and much more with the EngUfii

generolity, which the admiral expreflTed to the full in

very large prefents made to him, and his nobles.
•

• The
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The king promifed the next day to come aboard again •,

"

and that fame night fent them in ftore of provifions,

as rice, hens, fugar, cloves, a fort of fruit they call

frigo and fago, which is a meal they make out of

the tops of trees, melting in the mouth like fugar,

but tailing like a four curd ; but yet, when made

up into cakes, will keep fo as to be very fit for eat-

ing at ten years end. The king came not aboard ac-

cordin<y to his promife, but fent his brother toexcufe

him, and withal to invite the admiral afhore, and to

be a pledge for his fafe return : The admiral declin<='d

going himfelf, but fent fome gentlemen of his reti-

nue, in company of the king's brother, and kept the

viceroy till their return. They were received afliore

by another brother of the king's, and feveral of the

nobles, and conducted in great ftate to the caftle,

where there was a court of at lead one thoufand per-

fons, the principal of which was the council, to the

number of fixty, very grave perfons, and four Turkifli

envoys, in fcarlet robes and turbans, who were there

to negotiate in matters of trade between Conftanti-

nople and Ternate : the king came in, guarded by
twelve lances, a glorious canopy, embroidered with

gold, being carried over his head. He had a loofe

robe of cloth of gold hung about him, his legs bare,

but Ihoes of cordovan upon his feet ; he had circlets

of gold wreathed up and down in his hair, and a

large chain of the fame metal about his neck, and
very fair jewels upon his fingers, A page ilood at

the right hand of his chair of ftate, blowing the cool

air upon him with a fan two foot in length, and one
broad, curioufly embroidered and adorned with fa-

phires, faftened to a ftaff three foot long, by which
the page moved it. He kindly received the Englifh

gentlemen, and, having heard their meffage, fent

one of his council to conduct them back to their

fliips. He is a potent prince, and has feventy iflands

under him, befides Ternate, which is itfelf the beft

C 3 of
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of all the Moluccas. His religion, and that of hi3

country, is Miihometanifm.

After this, the admiral, having difpatched all hi$

afi'airs here, weighed anchor, and put off from Ter-
nate, failing to a little iflai^a fouthward of the Ccr
lebcs, where they ilaid twenty- fix days. Thisifland

is extremely woody •, the trees are of a large, higli

growth, ftrait, and without boughs, except at top,

and the leaves fomething like our Enghfh broom.
Here they obierved a fort of fhining flies, in great

multitudes, no bigger than the common fly in Eng-
land, which Ikimming up and dowi> in the air, be-

tween the trees and buflbes, made them appear as if

they were burning. Here are bats alfo as big a^

hens, and a fort of land cray-fifh, which dig holes in

the earth like conies, and are lb large, that one of
them will plentifully dine four perfons. Setting faij

from hence, they defigned to have rijn for the Mo-
luccas ; bur, having a bad wind, and being amongfl:

a parcel of iflands, with much difiiculty they re-

covered the mouth of Celebes ; where, being not

able, for contrary winds, to continue a wefterii

courle, they altered to the fouthward again 5 whicl>

they found very hazardous, by reafon of the fhoal$

that lie'thick among the iflands. This they proved
by a dangerous, and almoft fatal experimjcnt, pri

Jan. 9, is79i when they ran upon a rock, in which
they ftuck faft from eight at night to four in the

afternoon of the next day. In this diitrefs, they

lightened their fliip upon the rock of three ton of
cloves, eight pieces of ordnance, and fome provi-

fions v v^ery quickly after which, the wind chopping
about from the (larboard to the larboard of the fhip,

they hoiiled fail ; and the happy ga}e, at that jnp-

menti intirely dikngaged them from the incum-

brances of the rock. February 18, they fell in with

the fruitful illand Baratene, haying, in the mean
time, fuffered much by winds and fhoals. The

peopk
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people of it are of a comely proportion in their

bodies, but of a far more beautiful difpofition of

mind, being very civil and courteous to ftrangers,

and pundually juft in all their dealings. The men
cover only their heads and their loins ; but the wo-
men, from the waid down to the foot: Befides

which, they load their arms with large heavy brace-

lets of bone, brafs and horn. Linen cloth is a very

good commodity here; thefe people being fond

of it, to make girdles and rolls for their heads.

The ifland affords gold, filver, copper, fulphur,*

nutmeg, ginger, long-pepper, lemons, cucumbers,

cocoas, frigo, fago, &c. particularly a fort of fruit,

in bignefs, form, and hufk, refembling a bayberry,

hard, but pleafantly tailed, and, when boiled, is

foft and of good eafy digeftion : in Ihort, except

Ternate, they met with no place that yielded greater

plenty of all comforts for human life than this illand

did.

Leaving Baratene, they failed for Java major,

Avhere they met with a courteous and honourable
entertainment likewife : The ifland Is governed by
five kings, who live in perfed good underftanding
with each other. They had once four of their ma-
jefties on ftiip-board at a time; and the company of
two or three of them very often. I'he Javans are a

flout and warlike people, go well armed, with
fwords, targets, and daggers, all of their own manu-
fadlure, very c jrious, both as to the fafliion and
temper of the metal. They v/ear Turkifli turbans
on their heads ; the upper part of their body is na-
ked ; but, from the waift downwards, they have a
pintado of fllk, trailing on the ground, of that co-
lour which pleafes them bell. I'hcy manage their

women quite after anothej rate than the Moluccans
do V for thefe latter will hardly let a ftranger fee

them, whereas the former are fo far from that nicety,

tjiat they will very civilly offer a traveller a bedfel-

Jow, And, ^s they are thus civil and hofpitable to

C 4 grangers,
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ftrangers, fo they arc pleafant and fbciable among
themlelves ; for in every village they have a public

houfe, where they will meet, and bring their feveral

Ihares of provifions, joining all their forces together

in one great feaft, for the keeping up good fellow^

ihip amongft the King's fubje(4s. They have a way
peculiar to themfelves of boiling rice j th6y put it

into an earthen pot, which is of a conical figure,

open at the greater end, and perforated all over. In
the mean time, they provided another large earthen

pot full of boiling water, into which they put this

perforated veffel, with the rice, which fwelling, and
filling the holes of the pot, but a fmalf quantity of
water can enter. By this fort of boiling, the rice is

brought to a very firm confiftency, and, at laft, is

caked into a fort of bread ; of which, with butter,

oil, fugar, and fpices, they make feveral very plea-

fant kinds of food. The French difeafe prevails

among them in this ifland ; but, inftead of fetching

out the poiibn by a falivation, they do it by a fort of
perfpiration through all the pores of the body, and
that by fitting naked in the fun for fome hours, whofe
fcorching rays open thofe paflages, and give free

vent to the noxious particles to difcharge themfelves.

The admiral here had news of fome great Ihips that

lay not far off; fo, not knowing what they might
prove, he would flay no longer. From hence they

failed for the Cape of Good Hope, which was the

firft land they fell in withal, neither did they touch
at any other till they came to Sierra Leona, upon
the coaftof Guinea. They pafTed the cape June i8,

and, by the pleafure of the voyage that way, found
how much the Portuguefe had abufed the world ii>

the falfe reprefentations of the horrors and dangers

of ir. July 22, they arrived at Sierra Leqna, where
they found great ftore of elephants. '

'*

After two days ftay, which they ipent in wooding,
!iyatering, and taking in refrelhments, they failed

^ from thence. July 25, they fqund themfelves un-
.'•"' -.-•,.
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der the tropic of Cancer, being then 50 leagues off

the neareft land. On the 2 2d of the fame month,

they were in the height of the Canaries ; but, being

fufficiendy ftocked with all neceffaries, they made np

ftay there, but continued their voyage to Plymouth,

where they arrived on Monday September 26, 1580,

but, according to their account, it was Sunday. In

this circum-navigation of the globe he fpent two

years, ten months, and a few days. The report of

his return was very foon fpread through the king-

dom ; and as that was an age when virtue might be

faid to be in fafhion, it made a great noife, efpecially

among fuch as affeded to diftinguilh themfelves

either as the patrons of arms, or arts, all of them

ftriving to exprefs their fenfe of his worth, by the

praifes, and other teftimonies of regard, which tbey

paid to captain Drake.

It was nor, however, reafonable to expeft, that

fp bold and brave an aftion, attended likewife by

fuch vaft applaufe, fhoiild pafs altogether uncenfured 5

and therefore we need not be furprifed, that there

were many who endeavoured to give a wrong colour

to this gallant adtion. They gave out, that his fur-

rounding the globe ferved only to ainuie common
minds, and that the main bufinefs of his voyage was

plunder, of which, they faid, he had acquired enough
to exempt the nation from taxes for feven years i

that as there was no war proclaimed againft Spain, it

- was a dangerous thing to own fuch an adventurer,

iince the public might come to pay dear for the

prizes he had taken : that our merchants had great

effefts in Spain, and therefore realbn to doubt, that

a handle might be taken tofeizeour merchants goods

to make good his depredations. Thefe objections

really weighed much with fome people, and others

thought fit to countenance them, thouo^h they did

not believe them. The Spanilh embalTador alio at-

tacked him by very warm memorials, his party filling

him the Mafter Thief of the unknown world. The
friends
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friends and patrons of captain Drake, howevtr, Who
found themfelvcs wounded through his fides, took
abundance of pains to vindicate his condud; alledg-

ing, on his behalf, that he had the queen's commif-
fion to JAjftify his making reprifals ; that the more
wealth he had brought home, the more the nation

was obliged to him •, that the Spaniards had already

done us very great injuries, and therefore they had
more reafon to fear us, than we them ; that, in fine,

Jf the king of Spain had a mind to feize our mer-
chants efFe:fs, the public would do well to receive

this Indian treafure by way of equivalent ; and that,

if they did not, it would break the fpirit of that fort

of men, who were otherwife moft like to break the

ipirits of the Spaniards. Such were the reafonings

on both fides, while the thing remained in fufpenfe,

as if queen Elizabeth intended to hear every body's

fentiments, before fhe decided the merits of fo great

a caufe.

Things remained for a confiderable time in this

fituation, during which captain Drake, no doubt,

was extremely uneafy, as not knowing, whether, af-

ter all his toils abroad, he might not be declared a

pirate at home. There is however reafon to believe,

that the queen delayed to difclofe her fentiments

from motives of true policy, as inclining to fee what

effefts this condufl of hers might have had upon the

court of Spain, which was certainly withheld from
meddling fo far a^ was otherwife intended in her af-

fairs, by the hopes of drawing fo great a treafure

out of our hands -, and, to keep them in this hope,

ftie very artfully confented to part with fome fmall

fums to Mendoza the Spanifli agent. At laft, when
things were come to a crifis, the queen threw off the

veil at once ; and notice being given to captain

Drake of her intention, i}ie, on the 4th of April

. 1581, went on board his fliip at Deptford, where

fhe was magnificently entertained ; -nd^ after dinner,

was gracioufly pleafed tp confer |he honour of knightr.

h9Q4
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hood on captain Drake ; telling him, at the fame

time, that his adions did him more honour than his

title. There was a prodigious croud attended her

majefty upofi this occafion, fo that they broke down
the bridge laid from the Ihore to the fhip, by that

time Ihe was got on board it j yet of 200 perfons,

who by this accident fell into the Thames, not one
was either drowned or hurt, which her majefty was
pleafed to attribute to the fortune of Sir Francis

Drake. After this public approbation of the fove-

reign, all ranks of people redoubled their congratu-

lations ; and Sir Francis Drake himfelf is faid thence-

forward to have given for his device the terraqueous

globe, with this motto, Tufrimuscircumdediftimey i. c.

'Thou firfi encompajfed me ; but not excluding his for-

mejr motto, Dwino auxilw, i.e. By the help of God.

This fhip was prcferved many years at Deptford,
as a very great curiofity ; apd when it was almoft en-
tirely decayed, a chair was made out of it, and fent

as a prefent to the uniyerfity of Oxford, wh^r^ it is

^ill to be fc.cn.
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PERFORMED BY

inWILLIAM DAMPIER.
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CAptain "William Dampier was defcended from z,

very reputable family in Somerfetlhire, where
he was born in the year 1652 *, and, during the life-

time of his father and moiaer, had fuch an educa-

tion, as was thought requifite to fit him for a trade.

But, lofing both his parents while he was very young,
thofe, who had the care of him afterwards, finding

him of a roving difpofition, and ftrongly inclined to

go to fea, refolved to comply with his humour in this

refped; and, about the year 16691^ bound him to a
mailer of a Ihip who lived at Weymouth in Dorfet-

ihire, with whom he made a voyage to France the

fame year, and, in the next, went to Newfound-
land. He was fo pinched by the feverity of that

climate, that, on his return, he went home to his

friends in the country., having loft much of that eager*

nefs, with which he had been poffefled for going to

lea. This, however, foon returned, on his hearing

of an outward-bound Eaft India Ihip, which was
fpeedily to fail from the port of London ; and there-

upon, in the latter end of the year 1670, he came
up to town, and entered himfelf before the maft on
board the John and Martha of London, captain

Earning commander, with whom he made a voyage
to Bantam in the illand of Java, and back -, by which

he acquired a great deal of experience. He re-

turned
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turned into England in January 1672, and rttired to

his brother's houfe in Somerfetlhire, where he (laid

all the nextfummer. In 1673, he entered himfelf

on board the Royal Prince, commanded by the fa-

mous Sir Edward Spragge, and was in two engage-

ments againft the Dutch that fummer; but, falling

fick, was put on board an hofpital-fhip a day or two

before the lad engagement, in which that, brave Eng-
li(h feaman was killed, and which Mr. Dampier faw

only at a diftance. After this, he went down again

to his brother's in Somerfetlhire, where, meeting

with one colonel Hellier, who had a large eftate in

Jamaica, he was perfuaded by him to go over to

that iQand, where he was to be employed in the ma-
nagement of it. With this view, he failed from the

river Thames in the fpring of the year 1 674, and
refided fomewhat more than a year at Jamaica;
where, not liking the life of a planter, he, at the

perfuafion of one captain Hodfell, engaged himfelf

among the logwood-cutters, and embarqued in Au-
guft 1675 for Campeachy, where he refided for fome
time, and followed that employment diligently, tho*

he underwent many and great hardlhips, before he
had an opportunity of returning to Jamaica, which
he did in the end of the year. In the February fol-

lowing, he embarqued again for Campeachy, being
now better provided for the trade of logwood-cutter
than before. He continued here a good while, and
acquainted himfelf perfedly with the manner of cut-

ting logwood, and trading in it i which enabled him
to form fome projeds for advancing his fortune:
This, however, made it neceffary for him to return

firft to Jamaica, and then to England, where he ar-

rived on board a fliip commanded by one captain

Loader, in the month of Auguft 1678. It was this

new fcene of life in the bay of Campeachy, that in-

troduced him to the acquaintance of fome Bucca-
neers, and gave him a notion of^ that fort of life,

in which he afterward engaged, and of which, it

*
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i^^ is certain, he was afterwards very much alhamed.

This was probably the reafon, that he has con-

cealed many circumftancef, with which, however,

the world has been made acquainted by others, who
had not, perhaps, the fame reafons for keeping them
fecret. But to proceed with the hiftory of our au-

thor's adventures.

In the fpring of the year 1 679, he embarked on
board the Loyal Merchant, of London, commanded
by captain Knapman, bound for Jamaica, where he
arrived in the latter end of April, the fame year,

with an intent to have provided himfelf in fuch man-
ner, as might have fet him up for a complete log-

wood-cutter, and trader in the bay of Campeachy,
But he afterward changed his refolution, and laid

out the beft part of what he was worth in the pur-

chafe of a fmall eftate in Dorfetfhire, of a perfon he

knew to have a good title ; and then made an agree-

ment with one Mr. Hobby, to take u trip to the

Continent before he went for England. Soon after

their fetting out, they came to an anchor in Nigral

bay, at the wefc end of Jamaica : They found there

the captains Coxon, Sawkins, Sharpe, and other pri-

vateers, with whom all Mr. Hobby's men prefently

agreed to go, and left nobdy with him but our au-

thor ; who, believing that hib alTiftance could not do
him much good, confented to go along with them
too. At the clofe of the year i Syg, they fet out

:

their firft expedition was againft Porto-Bello, which
being accomplilhed, they took a refolution to crofs

the ifthmus of Darien, in order to purfue their de-

figns in the South Seas. On April 5, 1680, they

landed near Golden Ifland, being between 3 and 400
ftrong, carrying with them fuch provifions as were

ncceffary, and toys to gratify the free Indians, through
•whofc country they pafTed. In about nine days time

they arrived at Santa Maria, which they took with-

out much difficulty, but found there neither gold

nor provifions, as they expeded j fo they ftaid there

6 only
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only three days, and then embarked «. oard cano€s,

and other fmall craft, for the South Se. >. Un A ^ril

23, they were in fight of Panama; an J, havir ; in

vain attempted Puebla Nova, before which caj.iain

Sawkins, then adling as commander in chief, was

killed, they went off to the ides of Quibo. On
June 6, they failed from thence for the coaft of Peru

;

and, touching at the iilands of Gorgonia and Plata,

they came to Ylo, which they took in the month of

Oftober. About Chriftmas, the fame year, they ar-

rived in the ifland of Juan Fernandez, which was

the fartheft they went towards the South : there they

depofed captain Bartholomew Sharpe, who had the

chiefcommand after the death of Sawkins, and made
choice of one captain Watling to command, under

whom they attempted Arica. Herethey were repulfed

with the lofs of twenty-eight men, among whom was

their new commander captain Watlingi when they fail-

ed for fome time without any commander; but, arriv-

ing in the ifland of Plata, their crew fplit into two
faSions ; when ir was refolved, before they proceeded

to the choice of a commander, that the majority,

with their new captain, fhould keep the (hip, and
the minority Ihould content themfelves with the ca-

noes and fmall-craft. Upon the poll, captain Sharpe

was reftored, and Mr. Dampier, who had voted

againft him, prepared, with his aflbciates, to return

over land into the North Seas. •

On April 17, 168 1, they quitted captain Sharpe,

and, without acknowl^ging any commander, refolved

to profecute their defign of repafllng the illhmus,

though they were but forty-feven men in all. This
was one of the boldefl undertakings that ever came
into the head of defperate men, and yet they per^

formed it without any confiderable lofs. On May r,

they landed on the Continent ; pad the ifthmus in

twenty-three days ; and, on the 24th, embarked on
board captain Triftrian, a French privateer, with

whom they joined a fleet of thofe fort of people,

con-
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confiding of njne veffels, on board of ivhich werf
near 600 men. This was a very great force, and
they flattered themfelves with the hopes of doing great

things againft the Spaniards : but through variety of
accidents, though chiefly through the difagreement
among their commanders, they were able to do very
little^ except that thefe people, who came over land,

made themfelves mafters of a tartan ; and, putting

themfelves under the command of captain Wright,
continued cruizing along the SpaniQi coaft, quite

down to the Dutch fettlement of Curacoa. Here
they endeavoured to fell a good quantity or fugar,

which they had taken on board a Spanilh fhip j but,

failing in that defign, they profecuted their voyage to

Tortugas, and from thence to the Caracca coaft, where
they took three barks, one laden with hides, another

with European commodities, and the third with

earthen-ware and brandy. With thefe prizes they

proceeded to the ifland of Roca, where they fhared

them, and then refolved to feparate, though they

were but fixty in all; of thefe, about twenty, among
whom our author was, took one of the barks, and,

with their fliare of the goods, proceeded diredtly for

Virginia, where they arrived in the month of July
1682. There they continued for fome time, and

then the beft part of them made a voyage to Caro-

lina, from whence they once more came back to Vir-

ginia; and, having fpent the beft part of their

wealth, were now ready to enter on any fcheme that

could be propofed for getting more ; nor was it long

before fuch an opportunity offered. Captain Cooke
coming thither with a prize, and declaring his refo-

lution to go into the South Seas, and cruife upon the

Spaniards ; Mr. Dampier, whofe old acquaintance he

was, and who knew him to be an able commander,
readily agreed to go with him, and brought moft of

his companions into a like difpofition -, which was

of greater confequence to that commander, as itfur-

niflied him with oof-third of his whole company. In
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this voyage it was that captain Cowley ti6lfd as maf-

tcr, though he was not irurtcd with the true dciign.

They lailed from Achamack in Virgin-a, Auguft 21,

1683, and (leered their courfe for the Cape dc Verd

iflands. In their pairige they met with a violent

ftorm, which lafted a whole week. We have now

ken our author embarked •, the remainder of hii

voyar^ ihall be given in his own manner.

1 i J Ifle of Salt, fays captain Dampier, is fituated

in 16^ latitude^ and in 19^ ^f longitude v/e(t from

the Lizard in England, it is in length from north

to fouth nine leagues, and in breadth about two

leagues •, has abundance of fait ponds, (whence it de-

rives its name) but no trees or grafs that ever 1 faw.

Some few poor goats feed upon flirubs near the fea-

fide. I have alfo fecn fome v.ild fowl here, and efpe-

cially the Flamingos, a reddifli fowl, of the (hape of

a heron, but much larger, living in ponds, or muddy
places: we (hot about fourttfcn of them, though they

are very (hy : their neds they build with mud, in the

(hallow places in ponds or (landing waters -, thefe

they raife up like hillocks, tapering to the top, two
feet above the furface of the water, where they leave

a hole to lay their eggs in, which when they do, or

are hatching them, they ftand with their long less

in the water clofe to the hillocks, and fo cover the

hollownefs only with their rumps -, for, if they Ihould

fit down on them, the weight of their bodies would
break them. The young ones cannot fly, nor do
they come to their true colour or (hape, lill they are

ten or eleven months old, but run very fafl : their

fiefli is lean and black, but not ill tafted : They have
large tongues, and, near the rcot of them, a piece

of fat, which is accounted a great dainty. 1 faw, at

another time, great (tore of thefe birds at the ille of
Rio la Hacha, near the continent of America, oppo-
fite to Curacao, but never could fo fully oblerve
their nefts, or young ones, as here. We found not
above (ive or fix men in the illand of fait -, the chief

Vol. III. P brgughc
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brought us three or four poor goats ; in return for

whicii, and fome fait we bought of him, we gave
him fome old cloaths.

We failed from the ifle of Salt to St. Nicholas, an-

other of the Cape Vend ifles, twenty-two leagues

well fouth-weft. From thence we came to an an-

chor on the fouth-eaft fide. It is of a triangular form,

the longcft fide to the eaft being thirty leagues in

length, and the other two twenty each: near the

iliore it is rocky and barren ; but has fome valleys

farther in the country, which produce vines and
grafs. The chief of the ifle, with two or three

gentlemen, brought fome of the wine aboard us,

which was of a pale colour, and tailed like Madeira
wine, but was a little thick : they told us, that the

principal village was in a valley, fourteen miles from
the bay, where we then were, and contained about

loo families •, they were of a dark fwarthy com-
plexion. After having fpent five or fix days here in

digging of wells for frefli water, we failed to Mayo,
another of the Cape de Verd iflands, forty miles eaft

by fouth from the lalt, where we came to an anchor

to the north-weft fide of ir. We would have pro-

vided ourfclves with fonie beef and goats here, but

they would not let our men come afiiore^ becaufe

one captain Bond, a Briftol man, had, not long be-

fore, carried off fome of the chief inhabitants under

the fame pretence. This ifle is but fmall, and the

coaft full of flioals; yet has a confiderable commerce
in fpxk and cattle *.

From the Cape Verd ifles we fl:ecred our courfe to

the fouth with an call north-cad v/ind dire6lly to the

ilreights of Magellan; but at 10° north latitude, the

wind blowing hard at fouth by wefl, and fouth fouth-

well, we directed our courfe to the Guinea coaft, and

came in a few days to an anchor at the mouth of

. Sherborough river, where there is an Englifli faflory

• See a particular defcription cf the C.\\e Verd iflands, in captain

Robots s Vujage, to be found in vol. 2.

I fouth
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fouth of Sierra Leona, whichdrives a confiderable trade

with camwood, yielding a red colour, ufed by the

dyers. Not far from the (hore we faw a pretty large

village, inhabited by negroes j the houfes were low,

except one in the middle, where they entertained us

with palm-wine, and brought aboard good ftore of

rice, fowls, honey, and fugar-canes. About the middle

jof November we profecuted our voyage to the

llreights of Magellan •, but, as foon as we got out to

fea, we met with tornadoes, three or four in a day,

which, together with calms, made us advance but

flowly, the wind veering at intervals to the fouth and

by eaft, and fouth fouth-eaft, till we were paft theequi-

nodlial line, about a degree to the eaft of the Ifteof St.

lago. After we were come 1° to the fouth of the line,

the wind turned to the eaft, which made us fteer fouth-

weft by weft -, and, the farther we got to the fouth, the

wind increafed upon us from the eaft. At 3° fouth

latitude, we had the wind at fouth-eaft; and at §"

at fouth-eaft, where it held a confiderable time, and

carried us the 1 8th of January, 1684, to ^6° of fouth

latitude, without any remarkable accident. The fea

hereabouts being of a palilh colour, we thought to

have found ground with our line, but found none

at 100 fathom. At noon I computed to be 48° 50'

weft from the Lizard, the variation 15° 5c/. January

28, we made three ifles of Sebald dc Wecrt, in 51"

25'' fouth latitude, and 57° 28" longitude, \veft from
the Lizard of England, the variati;m 33° ic/. We
came to an anchor within two cables hno-tji of the fliore

of the furthermoft of thofe three iflands, where wc
found foul rocky ground, and the illand barren, and
deftitute of trees, but fome dlldo-bufiies growing
near the fea- fide. We faw the fame day valt ftioals

of fmall red lobfters, no birger than one's finger;

but were perfedly like our lobfters, except in their

colour. / ^

As we found neither fafc anchoring nor frefii wa-
ter at thofe ifles, we made the beft of our way to-

D 2 ward
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ward the ftreights of Magellan. February i, wc
came in fight of the ftreight leMaire, which we found
very narrow, with high land on both fides. The
wind at north north-weft, we failed with a briik gale

till within four miles of the mouth, where, being

becalmed, we found a very ftrong tide letting out of
the ftreights to the north ; but whether it flowed or

ebbed we were not able to diftinguifh ; becaufe it

ran all ways, breaking on all fides, and tofiing our

ftiip at fuch a rate, as I never faw before or fince.

At eight o'clock at night we failed with a weft north-

weft wind to the eaft, in order to fail round the States

Ifle ; at the eaft end of which, anchoring the 7th at

noon, we found ourfelves at 45° 52' fouth latitude.

At this end are three fmall rocky illands, white with

the dung of birds. We fteered to the fouth, in

order to fail round to the fouth of Cape Horn, the

foudiermoft point of Terra del Fuego •, but the winds

running betwixt the north-weft and weft, we did not

fee the Terra del Fuego. After the firft evening,

we made the ftreight of le Maire : as I did not fee

the fun, at fetting or rifing, from the time we left

the ifles of Sebald de Weert, till we came into the

hiouth Seas, fo I am not able to tell you the variation

:

I made, indeed, an obfervation at noon in 59® 30'

longitude, the wind at weft by north'; and at night

the wind veered about to the fouth-weft at 60'', the

furtheft fouth latitude I ever was in. February 14,

we were furprifed by a moft violent ftorm in 57° lati-

tude to the weft of Cape Horn, which continued till

the 3d of March, from the fouth-weft, and fouth-weft

and by weft, and weft fouth-weft. March 3, it blew

afrefti gale from the fouth, and afterwards from the eaft,

which brought us into the South Sea. The 9th, we
found ourfelves at 47° 10', and the variation 15'' 30'

eaft. The 1 7th, we had a fair gale from the fouth-eaft

at ^6^ latitude, the variation 8° eaft. The 19th,

early in the morning, we difcerned a fail to the fouth

of us, which we fuppofed to be a Spanifli merchantman
bound

H
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bound from Baldivia to Lima -, but proved one cap-

tain Eaton, from London, who being bound to the

South Seas as well as we, we kept company with him

quite through the ftreights.

March 24, we got in fight of the ifle of Juan

Fernandez, and foon after came to an anchor, in a

bay at the fouth end, in 25 fathom water, within

two cables length of the (bore *. We fent imme-

diately to look after a Mulkito man we had been

forced to leave there three years before j and who,

notwithftanding all the fearch made by the Spaniards

after him, had kept himlelf concealed in the woods.

When he was left there by captain Watling (after

captain Sharpe was turned out) he had with him a

gun, a knife, and fome powder and Ihot, which be-

ing all fpent, he fawed his gun-barrel into fmall

pieces, and thefe he made up into harpoons, hooks,

and fuch-like inftruments ; all which, though it may
feem ftrange, yet is commonly pradifed among the

Mulkito Indians, who make all their inftruments

without either forge or anvil. And the other Indi-

ans, who have not the ufe of iron from the Europe-

ans, make their hatchets, wherewith they cut their

timber and wood, of a very hard ftone. In the hol-

lowing out of their canoes, they make ufe of fire

befide. Tlie ftone hatchets of the Indians, near

Blewfield River, are ten inches long, fourteen broad,

and two inches thick in the middle, ground away
flat and ftiarp at both ends -, the handle is in the

midft, being a deep notch, of a finger's length,

which they bind round with a withe of about four

feet long. Thus the Indians of Patagonia head their

arrows very artificially with ground flints : with

thefe before-mentioned inftruments our Muflcito man
ufed to ftrike goats and fifli for his fubfiftence ; his

hut being half a mile from the fea-fide, made of

* This ifland is accurately defcribei in Anfon's voyage j follows

Pa goat
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I

goat fkins ; as was his bed, the fame ferving like-

wife for his cloathing ; thofe he had, when he was
left, being quite worh out. We had no fooner

landed, than another Mufkito, aboard our fnip, ran

to meet his countryman, and, after he had thrown
himfeif on his face upon the ground, embraced him
with all the marks of tendernefs ; which ceremony
being over, he came to falute us his old friends.

His name was Will, and che other's Robert : For»

though they have no names among themlclves, they

love to have names given them by the Engliih. This
ifland has only two bays fit for anchorage, with a

rivulet of frefh water in each : both thefe are at the

eaft end, and fo conveniently fituated, that they

migiit be ftrengthened and defended by a (lender force

againft a powerful army, there being no accefs to

them from the Weil over the high mountains. Here
it was that five Englifnmen, left here by captain

Davis, fecured themfelvcs againft a great number of

Spnniards.

After flaying fourteen days at the ifland of Juan
Fernandez, we fet fail again April 8, 1684, in com-
pany with captain Earcn, for the Pacific Sea, pro-

perly fo called, being that part of the Mare del Zur
which extends from fouth to north, betwixt^go^ and
40° fouth latitude ; and, from the American ihore

to the weft, without limitation, as far as 1 know. I

have failed in this fea 250 leagues without any dark

or rainy clouds, tempefts, tornadoes, hurricanes, or

any other winds, except the trade-winds : notwith-

ftanding which, the fea runs high^t the new and full

moon, and makes landing very unfafe. I have,

however, frequently taken notice of hazy and foggy

weather in the morning, fo as to hinder the obferva-

tion of the fun. We continued our courfe towards

the line to the 24^ fouth ladtude, in fight of the

continent of America. This vaft track of land be-

longing to Chili and Peru being very mountainous,

we filled no nearer tjian twelve or fixteen leagues to

/ ^ it.

h
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it, for fear of being difcovered by the Spaniards

;

and the land, from" 24° to 10^ fouth latitude, ftill

exceeds the former in height, being inclofcd by three

or four ridges of mountains within one another, the

furthermolt within the country furpafling the reft in

height ; they exceed, in my opinion, in height, the

peak of Teneriff, and of St. Martha, or any other

in the world that ever. I faw. Sir John NarJDorough,

in his voyage to Baldivia, mentions very high lands

near that city, lying upon the coaft ; and 1 have been

informed from divers Spaniards, that from Coquim-

bo, at 30^ fouth latitude, to Baldivia, at 40" louth,

the (bore is alfo very high ; which makes me con-

clude, that thefe ridges extend all along the South

Sea coaft from one end of Peru and Chili to the

other, they are called the Andes. This I believe

to be the reafon why but few, and thefe very

fmall rivers, exonerate themfelves into the fea,

fcarce any of them being navigable, and fome drying

up at certain feafons of the year. Thus the river of

Uli runs with a briflc current from January to June,

and then decreafes till September, when it quite dries

up till January again, as I can fay on my own expe-

rience, and as I have heard the Spaniards affirm the

fame of other rivers on this coaft. So I look upon
them rather as torrents, occafioned by rain at certain

feafons, than rivulets.

We continued our courfe at fome diftance along

the coaft till May the 3d, at 9® 40' fouth latitude,

when we defcrying a veilel, captain Eaton took her,

being laden with timber. Afterwards we fteered our

courfe to the ifle of Lobos, at 6^ 24' fouth latitude,

five leagues from the continent. This iflc is called

Lobos de la Mare, to diftinguifti it from another

nearer the Continent, and, therefore, called Lobos
de la Terra ; Lobos fignifying as much as a feal in

Spanifh, of which there is great plenty hereabouts.

May 10, we anchored near Lobos de la Mare with

our prize. This is properly a double ifland, each of

D mile
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a mile in circuit, feparated by a fmall channel,

not capable of receiving any fhips of burden : A
little way from the Ihore, on the north fide, feveral

rocks lie fcattered in the fca: at the weft end of the

eaftermoft ifle, is a fmail fandy creek, where ihips

may be fecure from the winds -, all the reft of the

{hore being rocky cliffy The land is alfo rocky and

fandy, without any frelli water, trees or ftirubs, or

any land animal, except fowls, as boobies, but

above all, penguins, a fort of fca-fowl of the bignefs

of a duck, and having juft fuch feet, but the bill is

pointed : their wings are no more than ftumps, which

fcrve ihem inftead of fins in the water; and they are

covered rather with down, tlian with feathers : As
they i^i^A on fifli, {<i their fltfli is but of a;n indiffer-

ent tafte, but the eggs are very good. The pen-

guins are to be fecn all over the South Sea, on

the coaft of Newfoundland, and on the Cape of

Good ][-Iopc.

Upon examination of the prifoners, being convinced

that we were difcovered by the Spaniards, and, confe-

quently, that they wc. .Id keep all their richeft ftiips

in port, it was confidered, whether we fliould attack

fome place thereabouts ; and I'ruxilo. though a po-

pulous city, and of a difficult accefs in landing, at

the port of Guanehagno, nx miles hence, being

thought the moft likely place, we prepared for the

faid expedition -, and, May 1 7, found our whole

number to confift of loH found men ; but, the next

day, fome of our men defcrying three vefiels to the

weft, without the ifles, and one betwixt the ifle and
the Continent, vy-e gave them chace-, we in captain

Cooke's ftiip that towards the Continent, and captain

Eaton the other tvvo. They were foon taken, and
proved to be laden with flour from Guanehagno to

Panama : in one of them we found a letter from the

viceroy of Lima, to the prefident of Panama, inti-

jnating, that, having notice of fome enemies lately

fome int9 (hpfe ft^s, he had immediately fent away
thefe
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thefe three (hips to fupply their wants ; at the fame,

time, being informed by the prilbners, that thofe of

'I'ruxillo were ereding a fort near their harbour of

Guanehagno, we refolved to give over our defign of

attacking that place, and (leered with our three prizes

to the ifles of Gallipagos, fo called by the Spaniards

from their fuppofed cfifappearing. May 31, we came
to an anchor at the eaft fide of one of the eaftermoft

illes, a mile from the (hore, in fixteen fathom water,

clear, white, hard fand *.

There is no place in the world fo much (lored with

guanas and land tortoifes as thefe ifles. The firft

are fat, and of an extraordinary fize, and exceeding

tame ; and the land tortoifes fo numerous, that fome
hundred men may fubfift on them for a confiderable

time. They are very fat, and as pleafant food as a pul-

let; and of fuch bignefs, that one of them weighs

150 or 2CO pounds; and are from two feet to two
feet fix inches over the belly; whereas, in other

places, I never met with any above thirty pounds
weight ; though I have heard them fay, that at St,

Laurence, or Madagafcar, there are alfo very large

ones. There are three or four forts of land tortoifes

in the Weit Indies. After a fea tortoife gets a(hore

to lay, (lie is an hour before (lie returns, becaufe (he

always chufes her places above high water mark,
where (he makes a large hole with her fins in the
fand, to lay her eggs in; which done, (he r.vers
them up two feet deep with the fame (and xne had
raked out before : fometimes they will take a view of
the place beforehand, and be fure to return to the
fame the next day to lay. The tortoifes are taken in

the night, upon the (hore, when they are turned
upon their backs, above the high-water mark, and fo

fetched away the next morning ; but a large green
tortoife will find work enough for two able fellows to

turn her upon her back.

Thefe iflands are defcribed by Wpo4es Rogers.

After
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After a ftay of twelve days among thefe ifles, one
of our Indian prifoners, a native of Rio Lega, hav-

ing given ns an ample account of the riches of that

place, and offered his fervice to condudl us thither,

it was rclolved to take his advice-, and accordingly

we fct iiiil the 12th of June, with an intention to

touch in our way at the ifle of Cocoas : we took our
courle norrh 4"^ 40' latitude, with a fouth and by weft

and fouth louth weft winds ; and, as wc came weft

to the ifle of Cocoas, the wind fouth-weft and by Ibuth,

thus we continued our courfe to 5° 40' north latitude,

when, defpairing to make the ifle of Cocoa?, as the

wind ftood, wc direfted our courfe to the continent.

The ifle of Cocoas liLa in 5° 15' north latitude, its

circuit feven or eight leagues, but has no inhabi-

tants. Near the fea-fide it produces a certain plea-

fant herb in the low grounds, called Geamadael by
the Spaniards. As it is environed with fteep rocks,

fo there is no coming near it, except that on the

north-eaft end fliips may ride fifely in a fmall creek:

this is what I learn from the Spaniards, and was con-

firmed to me by captain Eaton. The fair weather,

and fmall winds, conduced us by the beginning of

July to Cape Blanco, on the continent of Mexico,
io called from two white rocks, half a mile from the

cape, in 9° ^6' latitude ; they are taper, high, and
fteep, like two high towers ; the cape itfelf is about

the fame height as Beachy-head, on the coaft of Suf-

fex, in England, being a full point jetting out with

ft:eep rocks to the fea, but having an eafy defcent on
both fides from the flat on the top, which, being

covered with tall trees, affords a pleafant profpedt.

On the north-v/eft fide of the cape, the land runs

in north-eaft for four leagues, making a fmall bay,

called the Caldera Bay -, at the entrance whereof, ac

the north-weft fide of the cape, a fweet-water rivulet

difcharges itfelf into the fea amongft the low lands.

Thefe are very rich, and abounding in lofty trees,

which extend a mile north-eaft beyond the rivulet,

where

w
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where the Savannas begin, and run fcvcral leagues

into the country; being hcre-and-there beautified

with fmall groves of trees, and covered with a fweet,

thick, and long grafs, fome of the beft I ever faw

in the Weft Indies. Deeper into the bay, the low

lands are ftored with mangroves ; bur, farther into

the country, the land is higher, partly woods, partly

hilly favannas ; the grafs whereof is not fo good as

the former, neither are the trees in the woods fo tall,

but fmall and Ihort. From the bottom of this bay,

you may travel over hilly favannas for fourteen or

fifteen leagues to the lake of Nicaragua.

On the coaft of the North Sea, captain Cooke,

who had been very ill ever fmce our departure from

the iQand Juan Fernandez, died as foon as we came

within two or three leagues of this cape, a thing fre-

quent at fea, for people to die in view of the land,

after a long illnefs : and as, in a few hours after,

v;e came to anchor a league within the cape, near

the mouth of the before-mentioned rivulet, at four-

teen fathom clear hard fand, he was immediately car-

ried on ftiore, under a guard of twelve armed men,

in order to his interment. While our men were bufy

in digging the grave, three Spanifii Indians came
to them, aflcing them feveral impertinent queftions

;

which our people having anfwered as they thought

convenient, they kept them in difcourfe till they

found means to feize them all three, though one of

them efcaped their hands again. The other two, be-

ing carried aboard, confeflcd that they were fent thi-

ther as fpies, to inform themfelves concerning us,

from Nicoya, a fmall Mulatto town, twelve or four-

teen leagues hence, feated upon the banks of a ri-

ver bearing the fame name, which being a place very

convenient for building and refitting of ftiips, the

prefident of Panama had fent advice of our coming
into thefe feas to their magiftrates.

Concerning the inhabitants of the country, they

told US) that they lived moftly by manuring of their

grounds
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<;roiinds for corn, and feeding their cattle in the Sa-

vannas or plains, of which they had great (lore ; and
that they f nt their ox hides to the North Sea, by
the lake of Nicatiagua ; as they did alfo a fort of red

wood, (which I fuppofe to be the fame, called at

Jamaica blood wood, or Nicaragua wood) ufed for

dying, vvhich they exchanged there for linen and
woolen commodities brought thither from Europe,

^'hcy added, that not far from thence was a large

beef- pen, where we might provide ourfelves with

what cows or bulls we had occafion for. As this was
a fcarce commodity amongfl: us at that time, twenty-

four of us were immediately difpatched in two boats,

who, under the condtidt of one of the Indians, landed

at a place a league from the fhip, and haled their

boats upon the dry land : thus, led by their guide,

they came to the pen, in a large favanna, two miles

from the boats, where, finding abundance of bulls

and cows feeding, fome were for killing three or

four of them immediately -, but the reft oppofed the

fame, alleging, they had better ftay all night, and
in the morning kill as many as they had occafion for.

Hereupon I, and eleven more, thought fit to return

aboard, which we did without the leaft oppofition,

txpedling the coming of the reft the next clay ; but,

hearing nothing of them by four o'clock in the af-

ternoon, ten men were fent in a canoe to look after

them. They were no fooner come into the bay where

they landed before, but they found their comrades

upon a fmall rock, half a mile from the ftiore, ftand-

ing up to the middle in water, whither they had
fled for refuge to efcape the hands of forty or fifty

well armed Spaniards, with guns and lances, who
had burnt their boat : they were got upon the rock

at low water j but it being then flowing water, they

muft have infallibly perifticd, had our canoes come
but one hour later, which now brought them fafe

aboard. We afterwards feized upon two canoes,

ready fitted, in this bay ; for ihips and barks they

have
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have none, nor any inftrument for filhing, there be-

ing fcarce any fifli thereabouts. This country abound-

ing in wood, called lance-wood, growing llruight, like

fo many allies, and very hard and tough, we cut a

<rood quantity of it to make handles or ftaves for

oars, and fcouring-rods for our guns, as being much
more durable than thofe made ot alh.

The 19th of July, the day before our departure

from the bay of Caldera, Mr. Edward Davis, our

quarter-ma Lie r, was conilituted captain, in the room

of captain Cooke, deceafcd : the next day we laiicd,

in company with captain Eaton, and one otour meal

prizes, towards Rio Leja, wu!i a moderate north

wind, which brought us, in thrtie days, over againil

the laid port. The country about Rio Leja is ea-

fily dilcovercd at fea, by reafon of an high, peaked,

burning mountain, called Volcano Vejo, the Old
Volcano, by the Spaniards. It is ealily diltinguilhed,

being very high, fo as to be feen twenty leagues at

fea; betides that there is no other mountain, like

this, on that coafl ; and it fmokes all day, and alfo

fends forth flames at night. If you will make the

harbour, the mountain muft bear north-eaft -, then,

fleering diredly with the mountain, that courfc will

bring you to the harbour, the entrance whereof you
fee about three leagues off it. You mull take the

advantage of the lea-winds to enter, which are here

at fouth ibuth-weil. 'i he harbour is incloftd by a

low iQe, of a mile in length, a quarter of a mile broad,

and one and half frorri the continent. At each end
is a channel j that on the call, being narrow, and
having a very llrong tide, is fcarce ever ufed -, but
that on the weit end, being much larger, is moll
frequented by (hips, which mull, however, have a
care of a certain fandy Ihole on the north-well point
of the iQe, which as loon as they are pad, they mull
keep clofe to the Ihore of the i(le, there being a fand-

bank, which runs above half-way out from the con-
tinent j after which, there is very good riding near

the
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the main Ihore, in feven or eight fatliom water, clear

hard fand. This point is able to contain 200 fliips.

About two leagues thence is teated the town of Rio
Leja, in a fenny country, full of red man-grove trees,

betwixt two narrow branches of the Tea, the wefter-

moft whereof reaches up to the town, and the eafter-

mod runs up near the backfide of it ; but no Ihip-

ping can come to the town ; the defcription whereof
I will give the reader in my return hither.

Being in fight of the Volcano Vejo, feven or eight

leagues from the Ihore, the mouth bearing north-

eaft, we took in our topfails, and made towards the

harbour; and then, fetting out our canoes, rowed
lip to the fmall town, that makes the harbour of
Rio Leja, by nine o'clock in the morning ; where
we difcoveied an houfe, and foon after three men
going into a canoe on the infidc of the ifland, and
making what harte they could to row to the conti-

nent ; which before they could reach, we overtook

them, and carried them to the little ifle. At the

fame time, we obfcrved one on horfeback on the

coniinent, riding away full fpeed towards the town.

They frankly conreHed, that they had been placed

there by the gnv^rnor of Rio Leja, who had been
advil'cd of our coming into thofe parts, to keep
waich day and night •, and that horfcman we faw rid-

ing away, wns placed upon the fame account on the

continent, within an hour's riding of the town. Thus,
finciin'T ourlelves diicovered, tiie honeman beini>:

gone three lioiirs beibre Hilton and his canoes came
to the iilar.d, the dL-i!i;n u]'On tlia: town was laid

afide for this tiinc. Thi5.fniuil iiland has a curious

fpring of frefn water, forne trees, ar.d good ftore of

grafs ; but no beails to feed upon it \ and is fituated
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This gulph is a large branch of the fea, entering

cicht or ten leagues deep into the country. On the

fouth fide of its entrance, it has a point, or cape

Cafwina -, and, on the north-weft fide, St. Michael's

Mountain, at 12" 40' north latitude. They both

appear very remarkable at fea -, for the cape is an

hi»h round point, the land near it being very low

;

and Mount Michael is a high peaked hill, not very

fte?p, at the foot whereof, on the fouth-eall, is a

low plain of a mile in length. This bay or gulph

has many ifiands, but uninhabited. One pretty large

we faw belonging to a monaftery, v/hcre four or five

Indians looked after the cattle, that fed there in great

numbers. This gulph has two channels, one be-

twixt cape Cafwina and Mangera, the other between

this laft place and Amapalla. The beft anchorage is

on the eaft fide of Amapalla, oppofite to the low

grounds, the reft being high lands. As you go in

deeper, you may ride on the north eaft fide of Ama-
palla, clofe to the main. This the Spaniards call

the port of Martin Lopez. The gulph extends a

great way beyond the ifle ; but it is not deep enough

to bear fhips of burden.

Captain Davis being fent before, with two canoes

into this gulph, to get fome prifoners, he came to

Mangera, where, finding a path from the creek, he

followed it towards the town ; but the inhabitants

no fooner had notice of his coming, than they ran

all into the woods, leaving only the prieft behind

them ; who being taken, with two boys his atten-

dants, captain Davis made them conduct him to the

ifle of Amapalla, where being landed, he marched
up to the before-mentioned place, a mile from the

landing-place, on the top of the hill. The inhabi-

tants, who faw them advance, were ready to retire

into the woods ; but the fecretary, an enemy to the

Spaniards, having perluaded them that they were
friends, who craved their alTiftance againft their

common oppreflibrs, they bid Davis and his men wel-

come. After the firft falutation, they marched to-

wards
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wards the church, (the prieft, brought along by cap-

tain Davis, at the head of them) their only place of

public meeting, whether for confultations or diver-

iions, where they kept their vizards, hautboys, ftrum-

llrums, (a kind of cittern) and other mufical inftru-

inents. Here they meet to make merry, efpecially

in the night preceding or next enluing any holiday,

where they dance, fing and play, with antic dreffes

and geftures ; though, to fpeak truth, their mufic

and mirth have fomething very melancholy in them,

fuitable to the yoke they groan under.

But to return to captain Davis : his intention was,

as loon as they were all got into the church, to en-

gage all their afliftance againft the Spaniards, to ac-

complifli which the prieft had promifed his good of-

fices ; but, juft as a few of the remaining Indians

were entering the church, one of captain Davis's

men puihed a man forwards, to haften him into the

church ; which the Indian being frightened at, let

up his heels, and the reft, taking the alarm, followed

;

fo that captain Davis and the frier being left alone

in the church, he ordered his men to fire at them ;

which being done, the fecretary was killed in the

fray : and lo the whole projedl vaniflied into fmoke,

by the foolinmefs of one inconfiderate fellow. The
fame afternoon, our ftiip being entered the gulph
between cape Cafwina and the ille of Mangera, came
to an anchor on the eaft fide, near the ifle of Ama-
palla. Captain Davis came aboard us with the frier,

who told us, that, fince the fecretary was killed, they

had no other way than to fend for the cafica ; which

being done by the prieft, he came, attended by fix

other Indians, who did us confiderable fervice in con-

ducing us whither we had occafion to go, efpeci-

ally to fetch beef i for which they were rewarded to

their fatisfadtion. On this ifland of Amapalla, a

company of Englifh and French landed afterward,

and thence came to the continent, and marched by

Land to the Cape River, which has got its name
from

I
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from its difchnrging itfelf into the north feas near

Cape Gratia. At the Iburce of this river they make

bark-logs, wherewith they pafled into the north feas.

However, they were not the firft who knew this

paflage, fomething of it having been difcovered

by fome Englifli thirty years before, who went up

this Cape River into the north feas in canoes, to the

fame place where the French built their bark-logs,

and thence to an inland town called Segovia. They
performed this not without incredible difficulty, and

in no lefs than a month's time, by reafon of the

many cataradls of this River, which obliged thein

frequently to hale their canoes afhore, and drag them

over land, till they were paft thefe water-falls. I

have fpoken with feveral, that were in this expedi-

tion, and, if I miftake not, captain Sharpe was one

of them. But to return to our voyage : after we had

careened, and provided our (hips with frefh water,

captain Davis and captain Eaton br. ke off confort-

ftiip; a,nd the laft left the gulph September 2.

September 3, 1684, having fcen the frier on Ihore,

we failed with the land-wind at weft north-weft, ouc

of the gulph of Amapalla through the channel be-

twixt Mangera and the ifle of Amapalla, diredling

our courle to the coaft of Peru. As the tornadoes,

•with thunder, lightening, and rains are very frequent

on thefe coafts from June to November, we had
our fhare of them, coming nioft from the fouth eaft -,

but afterwards, the wind veering to the weft, h
held till we came within fight of cape Sr. Francifco,

where we met with fair weather, and a fouth wind.

•This cape, being an high full point of land, lies

at 1° 20' north latitude, and is covered with lofty

"trees. As you pafs by it from the north fide, you
may eafily mill ake a fmall low point for the cape;

but, foon after you pafs it, you will difcover it with
triple points. The land near it is high, and the

mountains appear black. We plied along the fliore,

for the advantage both of the Tea and land-winds, the

Vol, III. E ^ firft
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firfl: blowing from the fouth, as the land-winds do

from fouth fouth-eaft, though fometimes, when we
.were' oppofite to a river's mouth, the wind would
turn to fouth-eaft. September 20, we came to an

anchor near the ifle of Plata, at fixteen fathom, be-

ing now fallen in with the places whence I began the

account of this voyage, after having compafled the

whole continent of South America. The ifle of

Plata, fituated at i " 10' fouth latitude, is about four

miles in length, and one and an half in breadth, of

a pretty good height, and inclofcd with rocky cliffs,

except in one place on the eaft fide, which is the

only place where a frefli-water torrent falls down
from the rocks. The top is flat and plain, the foil

fandy *, yet it produces three or four forts of low and

fmall trees, not known in Europe. Thefe trees

were much overgrown with mofs ; and pretty good

grafs is to be found here in the beginning of the

year ^ but here are no land-animals to feed upon it,

that vaft number of goats, which ufed to be here

formerly, being all deftroyed. However, they have

a great many boobies and men-of-war birds. Some
fay the Spaniards have given it the name of Plate

Ifland, ev^r fince fir Francis Drake carried thither

the Cacafuego, a rich fliip of theirs laden with plate.

The place for anchorage is on the caft fide, about

the middle of the ifle, clofe to the fliore, within two

cables length of the iandy bay, in eighteen or twenty

fathom of faft oufy ground, and very fmooth water-,

becaufe the fouth-eaft point of the ifle keeps off the

force of the fouth winds, which commonly blow

here. In this fandy bay, oppofite to the anchoring-

placc, is good landing, this being the only place

that leads up into the ifle. From the fouth-eaft point

runs out a fmall fliole about a quarter of a mile into

the fea, where, when it flows, you fee great rifing

in the water. The tide is ftrong, flowing to the

fouth, and ebbing to the north. At the fame point

arc three fmall, but high rocks, about a cable's

I length
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length from the ifle ; and as many, but much larger,
,

at the north-eaft end. All round the iiland there is

deep water, except in the before-mentioned road

;

and, near the (hole, there are great plenty of fmall

fea-turtles mentidned before: the ifland bears four

or five leagues wefl fouth-weft from cape St. Lau-

renzo.

After a day*s ftay here, v;e continued our voyage

to point St. Helena, bearing fouth from the ifle of

Plata, at 2° 15' fouth latitude. It appears high and

flat like an ifle, being furrounded with low grounds,

and covered on the top with thiftlesj but without

trees. As it jets out into the fea, it makes a good

large bay to the north fide, a mile within which, on

the very fca fide, flands a wretched village, called

alfo St. Helena, inhabited by Indians •, but the ground^

though low, being fandy and barren, they have nei-

ther trees nor grafs, or any corn or fruit, except

water-melons -, which are very good licre. They are

forced to fetch their water as far as the river Ca-

bnche, four leagues thence, at the bottom of the

.&,ne bay/ They live chiefly upon fifn, ^ind are fup-

plied witli maiz for Algatrane. Near this town,

about five paces above the high-water mark, there

ifTues out of the earth a certain bituminous fubftance,

called Algatrane by the Spaniards, which, by long

boiling, becomes hard like pitch, and is ufed as fuch

by the Spaniards. To the leeward of the point, di-

redly oppofite to the village, is good anchorage •, but,

on the wefl fide, very deep water. Some of our

men, being fent in the night-time to take the vil-

lage, landed in theif canoes in the morning, and
took fome prifoners, and a fmall bark fet on fire by

" the inhabitants, alledging, that they had done it by
fpecial order from the viceroy. Our men coming
back the fame evening, we returned again into the

ifle of Plata, where we anchored September 26,
which very evening, wc fent fome of our men to

Mama, an Indian village, two or three leagues v/cfl

E 2 of
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of cape St. Laurenzo, to get more prifoners, in hopes

af better intelligence.

Manta is a imall village, inhabited by Indians, on
the Continent* feven or eight leagues from the ifle

of Plata. Its buildings are mean, and fcattered ^

but, being raifed on an eafy afcent, afltbrd a very

agreeable profpedl towards the fea-fide. The c xh.

here is very fine, and adorned v/ith carved wc .k, oe-

caufe this place was formerly inhabited by Spanit*rds.

As the grounds about it are dry and fandy, tliey bear

neither corn nor roots, but only a few fhrubs. They
are fupplied with provifions by fea, this being the

firft place, where the fhips bound from Panama to

Lima, and other parts of Peru, refrefh themfelves.

They have an excellent fpring of frefh water be-

tween the village and the lea. Juft oppofite to the

village, one mile and an half from the fbore, is a

rock, which proves often dangerous, becaufe it ne-

ver appears above water , but, a mile within this

rock, is fafe anchorage at fix, eight, or ten fathom,

hard and clear fand. About a mile weft from the

anchoring-place, a fhole runs out a mile into the fea.

Behind the town, diredly fouth of it, a good way
into the country, ftands a very high mountain, rifmg

up into the clouds like a fugar-Ioaf ; and therefore

ferves for a good fea-mark, there being none other

like it on all that coaft. We returned to our men,
who landed about day break, one mile and half from
the village •, but the inhabitants, being already ftir-

ring, took the alarm, and fo got all away, except

two old women, who, being taken prifoners, declared,

that the viceroy, upon news brought him, that a

good number of the enemies were come over the

iltiimus of Daiieii into the South Seas, had ordered

the burning of their fliips, the deftroying of all the

goats in the ifle of Plata, and no mere provifions to

be kept than for their own prelent ufe.

We returned the next day to the ifle of Plata,
"
lid^ unre-

'3
"where we found our fliip. Ha;e we

folvcd
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fdved what courfe to take, till 06tober 2, when cap-

tain Swan, commander of the Cygnet of London,

a rich fhip, which was defigned to trade on that

ooaft, came to an anchor in the fame road; but,

being difappointed in his hopes to traffic thereabouts,

his men had forced him to take aboard a company
of privateers he met with at Nicoya, being the fame

we were told of at Manta *, for they were come by
land, under the command of captain Peter Harris,

nephew to the fame captain Harris who was killed

before Panama. Captain Swan's Ihip being unfit for

lervice, by reafon of his cargo, mod of his goods

were fold upon credit, and the reft thrown overboard,

except the fine commodities, and fome iron for bal-

laft. Then captain Davis and captain Swan joined

company by confent ; and Harris had a fmall bark
given him. Our bark, which had been fent three

days before cruizing, brought in a prize laden with

timber, which they had taken in the bay Guiaquil.

The commander told us, that it was credibly re-

ported at Guiaquil, that the viceroy was fitting out
ten frigates to chafe us out of thofe feas. This made
us wiih for captain Eaton ; and it was refolved to

fend our fmall bark towards Lima, to invite him to

join company with us. This done, we fitted up an-

other fmall bark into a firefhip ; and, Odober 20,
failed for the ifle of Lobos. The wind being very
flack, we did not pafs by the point of St. Helena till

the 23d, and the 25th crofled the bay of Guiaquil.
The 30th, we doubled the cape of Blanco, at 30*
48', the worft cape in the South Seas to double, be-
caufe you cannot here, as in moft other places, ftand

off at fea, by reafon of the ftrong current, which,
fctting north-weft, will carry a fliip off more in two
hours, than flie can get again in five. Thus we
were forced to keep near the fliore, which is not of-

ten performed without great difficulty -, for as there
are no land-winds here, it generally blows hard at

fouth fouth-weft, or fouth by weft. The cape is fur-

E 3 ~ rounded
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|-oundcd with white rocks on the fea-fidc, whence,

queftionlefs, it has got its name ; and the country

near it appears deep and rugged. ..;.,. ;-;•. . ^

November. z, we lay about fix leagues off Payta,

whence we fent feveraj canoes, manned with no
men, to attack the town, a fmall lea-port belonging

to the. Spaniards, at 5*" 15', built on a fandy rock

near the fea-fidc, under an high hill. It has two
churches, though not more than fcventy five or

eigluy houfes, low, an i meanly built. It is like moft

of the other buikiings all along the coaft of Peru.

They build their walls with a kind of brick made
pf earth and liraw, dried only in the fun, three feet

long, two broad, and one 4- thick. In fome places

they only lay poles acrofs, covered with mats inflead

qf roofs ; but fometimes they uled roofs. The rea-

fon why they build lb nieanly, is partly becaufe

they want materials of good (lone and timber, partly

becaufe it never rains, which only makes them loli-

citous of keeping out the iun -, and thole walls, tho*

never lb flight and brittle, yet will there hold firm

for a confidcrable time, as tlicy were at firil:, being

not fliaken or rnouldered by the wind and rains.

The timber the better fort make ufe of in their

buildings, is brought thither from other places.

Their walls, as well as thofe of their churches, are

neatly whitened, both within and without, with very

large beams, polls, and doors, all adorned with car-

ved work, befides good pidlures brought thither

from Spain, and rich hangin -js of tapeflry, or painted

calicoes. But the houfes of Payta were not of that

fort, though their churches were .'arge and handfome.

Clofe by the fea is a fmall fort, which, with muf-

quets only, commands the harbour, as another on

the top of an hill commands both that and this fort.

They are obliged to fetch their frefti water, as alfo

their fowls, hogs, plaintains, and Maiz from Colon,

^ town two leagues north north-eali from Payta,

where a frcfh-water river empties itlelf into the fea.

The
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The dry track of this country begins to the north

from cape Blanco, and reaches to Coquimbo, at 30®

fouth latitude, where I never faw or heard any rain,

nor of any green thing growing, either in the moun-
tains or valleys, except in fonie places watered con-

ftantly with divers rivers.

The people of Colon are much addifted to fifli-

ing, which they perform in bark-logs : thefe are

compofed of divers round logs of wood, like a

rafter, but in different manners, according to the

ufe for which they are intended. Thofe defigncd

for filhing are only three or four logs of light wood,

eight feet long, joined to each other on the fides

with wooden pegs and withes. The middlemoft is al-

ways longer than the fell, efpecially at the fore part,

which ends, by degrees, in a point, the better to

cut the waves. Thofe intended for carrying mer-
chandize are made after the fame manner and fhape,

of twenty or thirty great trunks of trees, joined

together, thirty or forty feet long. Upon thefe they

faften, with wooden pins, another fhorter row of
logs crofs-ways. From this double bottom they

raife a raft of ten feet, by the means of polls fee

upright, which are the fupporters of two thick trees

laid acrofs each other, jult like our wood-piles, but
not fo clofe as in the bottom of the float, and at

the end and fides only, the inner part being hollow.

In this, at four feet high from the beam of the bot-

tom, they lay fmall poles clofe together, which ferve

for a bottom of another room, on the top whereof
they make juft fuch another floor. The firfl: fl:ory

ferves for the hold, in which they ftow ballad, and
water-cafks, or jars ; and the fecond for the feamen,
and what belongs to them. Above this fecond floor

the goods are flowed, as high as they think fit, which
feldom exceeds ten feet. Some fpace is left behind
for the fteerfman, and before for the kitchen, efpeci-

ally in long voyages, becaufe they fometimes go 5
or 600 leagues. They have a very large rudder,

E 4 and.
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il! fitfi

and, in the midft of this machine, a malt, with 4
large fail, like our weft-country barges.

As they cannot go but before the wind, they arcs

only fit for thofe feas, where the wind blows con-

ftantly one way, fcldom varying above a point or

two in the whole voyage betwixt Lima and Panama,
If thereabouts they meet, as fometimes it happens,

with a north- weft wind, they drive before it till it

changes, having nothing elfe to do in the mean while

but to avoid the fhore ; for they never fink at fe^,

Thefe laft bark-logs carry fijcty or feventy tons of
wine, oil, flour, fugar, Qiiito cloth, foap, drefled

goat Ikins, &cc. They are managed by three or four

boatlrnen only, who after they come to Panama, fell

both the good:3 and veflel there, becaufe they can-r

not go back in them by the trade-wind. The fifli-

ing bark-logs are likewife furniflied with mafts and
fails, and are much eafier managed than the large

ones. Thefc get out at night with the land-wind,

and return in the day-time with the fea-wind. Thefe
fmall bark- logs are'ufed in a great many places in

the Weli Indies, and in feme in the E-aft Indies. On
the coaft of Coromandel they ufe only one, or fome-

times two logs, made of a light wood, without fail

or rudder managed by a fingle man, who, with his

legs in the water, lieers the log with a paddle.

The next town of confequence to Payta is Piura,

a fpacious place, forty miles thence, feated in a val-

ley upon a river, which diicharges itfeif into the bay

of Lhirapee, at •/
° north latitude. This bay, though

much nearer to Puna than Payta, yet is feldom vi-

fited by iliips of burden, being full of fholes ; but,

jndead thereof, they fail to Payta, one of the belt

harbours on the coaft of Peru -, being fheltered at the

fouth-wcil; by a point of land, which renders the bay

very fmooth, and confeqUvrntly fafe from anchorage,

from fix to twenty fathcm in clear fand. Moft fhips

bound either to the north or (outh touch at Payta

for frclh water, which is brought thither from Coloi>

at
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at a reafonable rate. November 3, early in the morn-

m^y our men landed four miles fouth of Payta, where

they took fome prifoners that were fet for a watch,

who told us, that the governor of Piura was come

with 100 men to their affi(lance : notwithftanding

this, our men attacked the fort on the hill, and took

it with little oppofition ; whereupon the governor and

inhabitants quitted the town : our people foon en-

tered it, but found it empty of money, goods, and

provifions. The fame evening, we came with our

ihips to an anchor not far from the town, a mile from

the fhore, at ten fathom water ; we ftayed fix days,

in hopes of getting a ranfom for the town ; but, per-

ceiving we were not likely to have any, it was laid

in afhes.

At night we fet fail hence, with the land-wind to-

wards Lobos. The 14th day we came within fight

of the ifle of Lobos de Terra, bearing eaft from us

;

and, at eight o'clock at night, came to an anchor

at the north-eaft end of it, at four fathom water.

The ifle of Lobos de la Terra is of an indifferent

height; and, at a diftance, appears altogether like

the ifle of Lobos de la Mare ; we anchored at the

north-eaft end of it, in four fathom water. It has,

at the north end, a rock, a quarter of a mile from

the fliore ; and, betwixt it, a channel of feven fathom

water. In the afternoon, we failed with a fouth- eaft

wind to Lobos de la Mare, where we arrived May
19. The 26th, in the evening, we difcovered a

bark at a diftance, which was fent to fee whether we
were ft ill in thefe feas ; but we, keeping clofe under

the ftiore, remained there undifcovered. The 29th,

in the morning, we fet fail for the bay of Guaia,

fnuated betwixt cape Blanco to the fouth, and point

Chandy to the north, twenty-five leagues from cape

Blanco. In the bottom of this bay lies a fmall ifle,

called St. Clara, extending eaft and weft, having
many ftioles to the Nore -, which makes the fliips,

bound for Guiaquil, to pals on the fouth f;de of it.

The
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The Spaniards fay, there lies a very rich wreck o»
the north fide ; but that there is very hard coming
at it, by reaibn of the great multitudes of cat«-fi{hi

which fifh is not unlike a whiting, but with three fins

on the back, and one on each fide, which have each
a bone; and, if they ftrike into the flefli, it proves
frc qnently mortal : they are met with all along the

Anitiican coalts and likewife in the Eaft Indies;

their iitih ir. Iiorli fweet and wholfome.

JbroUi rfu- iiles or St. Clara to i'unta Arena, the

I'andy poini bcp;.^ ihc wellcrmoll: point of the ifles of

Puna, IS ffVL-n l<'arriR-s call north-cart : here fhips,

bouna for (juiaquii take in th' ir pilots, which live

in a lown of the laid iQc, bearing the fame name, on
i! <• loath fide, fevcti leagues from point Arena.

'i he ille of Puna itfcif is low, ftretching fourteen

lea^rucs eall and welt, and five leagues broad : it has

a Urong tide round the fiiore, which is full of little

creeks and rivers : near this town is a fmall point,

where the inhabitants are obfiged to keep a confl:ant

watch. The inland part of the ifle is good pafture-

ground, intermixed with fome wood-lands, pro-

ducing divers, to us, unknown trees -, and, amongft
the rell, abundance of palmetoes. The houfes of

the town of Puna are built on ports ten or twelve

feet high, into which they go up by ladders, and
are thatched with palmeto-leaves : the like contriv-

ance I have feen among the Malayans in the Eaft

Indies. The bert place for anchorage is directly op-

pofite to the town, within a cable's length of the

Ihore, at five fathom water. From Puna to Guia-

quil is feven leagues, and one league to the entrance

of the river Guiaquil, which is two miles over, and

afterwards runs up into the country in a pretty ftrait

channel, the ground, on both fides marfliy, and full

of red mangrove-trees : about four miles on this fide

of the town of Guiaquil the river is divided by a

fmall low ifland, into two chnanels ; that to the fouth-

weft is the broadeft, though the other is as deep.

From
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From the upper end of this ifle to the town is nc if

a league, and the river thereabouts of the faa.e

breadth, where a Ihip of great burden may ride w tii

fafety, efpecially towards that fiJe where the town

ftands. It is feated clofe by the river, partly on an

afcent, and partly on the foot of a fmall hill, with a

great dtfcent towards the river- fide. It is defended

by two forts, erc<5led on the low grounds, and an-

other on the hill, being one of the bcft fea ports be-

longing to the Spaniards in the South Sea, under the

juriTdidion of a governor, and beautified with divers

fine churches, and other good buildings. They ex-

port cocoas, hides, tallow, farfaparilia, drugs, and

woollen cloth, called Qiiito cloth.

Hav'iti'j formed a defit^n a^rainll the town of Guia-

quil, we left our fliips at cape Blanco, and fleered

with a bark, and fome canoes, to the ifle of St. Clara,

in the bay of Guiaquil, and thence in two canoes to

point Arena, where we took, the next day, fome of,

the fifliermen of Puna, and afterward their watch,

together with the whole town and inhabitants. The
next ebb, we took a bark laden widi CHiito-cloth,

coming from Guiaquil ; the mafter whereof told us,

that there were three barks full of negroes coming
with the next tide. From whence we, lying near

the town of Puna, embarked all our men in canoes,

leaving only five men aboard the bark, with orders

not to fire at any thing till next morning at eight

o'clock, by which time we fuppofed we fhould have
taken the town. We had not rowed above two
miles, before we took one of the barks laden with
negro.s; the mafter whereof having told us, that

the other two would not come out till the next
tide, we rowed forward ; but our canoes being hea-
vily laden, it wns break of day before we came with-
in two leagues of the town, there being not above
an hour's flood : now we abfconded all day in an ad-
jacent creek ; and, at the fame time, fent orders by
qnc of our canoes to our bark left near Puna, not to.

fire
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fire till the next day ; but to no piirpofe ; for the b&-'

fore-mentioned two barks with negroes, being come
out of the harbour with the evening-tide, palfcd by
without being feen or heard by usj and, falling down
with the ebb towards Puna, our bark, feeing them full

Oi men, fired three guns at them, before our canoes

could bring them our laft orders. But we took the

mailers of both the barks, as they were making their

elcape on (hore. The firing of thefe three guns put

us all into great confternation, as not queftioning

but that thereby the townfmen had taken the alarm ;

and that therefore fome were for advancing tp the

town immediately, others for returning to our (hips

:

but as the ebb tide hindered us from going upwards,

ib captain Davis, with fifty of his men, relolved to

march by land to the place •, the reft, judging it im-

pradicable, remained in the creek to fee the ilTue

of the enterprife. After four hours captain Davis

and his men, having been almoft choaked in the

marches among the mangrove-woods, returned with-

out having been able to advance far on their way to

the town. It was then relolved to row up in fight of

the town *, and, if we found ourfelves difcovered,

to retire without attempting : fo, rowing through

the north-eaft channel, we got in the night in view

of the town, when, at the difcharge of a mufquet,

we faw, on a fudden, the whole town full of lights
^

where, as there was but one feen before, this ap-

peared almoft an infallible fign that we were difco-

vered ; but, as fome alledged, that thefe lights were

ufed by the Spaniards in the nights before holidays,

as the next day was, they upbraided captain Swan
and his men with cowardice : we landed in a place

two miles on this fide of the town, which being all

over run with woods, we were forced to cxpeft day-

light. We had two Indians guides ; one was run

away from Guiaquil, the other a prifoner we had

taken three days before ; the laft being led by a cord

by one of captain Davis's men, who leemed one of

the
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the mod forward m the entcrpri

haps, beginning to repent his rafhncfs, cut the rope

-wherewith the guide was tied, and fo let him make
his efcape into the town : when he judged him to be

0Ut of danger of being retaken, he cried out, thac

fomebody had cut the rope ; fo that, after we had

fearched in vain for our guides, it was unanimoufly

refolved to defift. However, about break of day, we
rowed up into the middle of the river, where we lay

Itill about half an hour, without being in the lealt

molefted from the town, though we landed on the

oppofite bank to a beef-clofe, and killed a cow.

We returned the ninth to Puna ; and, in our way,

feized upon the three before-mentioned barks, laden

with looo lufty negroes j out of them we kept about

fixty, and left the reft with the bap ks bi'hind -, \ here-

as, if we had carried them all to St. Maria, on the

ifthmus of Darien, we might, with tlieir ulFiflance,

have worked the gold mines on tLat fid, -, and,, by
erecting a fort or two at the entrance of the riv . of
St. Maria, and with the afllftance of the natives our
friends, and fomc thoufands of Englifl? .51: .1 French
privateers from all parts of the Weft Inces, have
not only maintained ourfelves there againft all the

power of Spain, but alfo extended our conqucfts to

the coafts and gold mines of Quito.

We fet fail again the 13th, and arrived at the irte

of Plata the i6th ; where, after having provided our-

felves with frelh water on the continent, we parted

our cloth, and refolved unanimoufly to direct our
courfe to Lovalia, a town in the bay of Panama.
Accordingly we fet fail Dece'^ \.r 23, with a brifk

fouth fouth-weft wind, towards the bay oi* Panama.
The next morning, we pafled in fight ofcape Paflrao,8'

fouth of the line, being a • jund point, but very high,
divided in the middle, bare towards the fea, but co-
vered with fruit-trees to the land-fide ; the land hilly

and woody. Betwixt this and the cape St. Francifco,
you fee abundance of fmall points, which inclofe fo
many fandy creeks, full of trees of feveral kinds.

As



62 THE VOYAGE OF

s'i'ii

defigr to look foriS our aeiign was ro iook ror canoes, in fomc river

or other unfrequented by the Spaniards, fo our In-

dian pilots were but of little ufe to us : however, as

we were indifferent for the reft what river we came
to, fo we endeavoured to make the river of St. lago,

by reafon of its nearnefs to the ifle of Gallo, in

which there was much gold, and where there was

fafe anchorage for our Ihips. We pafled by cape St.

Fraiiciibo -, whence, to the north, the fea-fide is full

of trees, of a vaft height and thicknefs : from this

cape the land runs more eafterly into the bay of Pa-

nama, this cape being its boundary to the fouth, as

the ifles of Cobaya or Quito are to the north. * Be-

twixt this cape and the ifle of Gallo are feveral large

rivers, but wc paffed them all to go to St. lago, a

large navigable river, 2° north : about feven leagues

up in the country it divides itfelf into two branches,

which inclofe an ifle four leagues in circumference \

the broadeft is the fouth-weft channel; they are both

very deep, but the narroweft has fandy banks at its

entrance ; fo that, at low ebb, a canoe cannot pafs

over them. Beyond "the ifle, the river is a league

broad, the channel ftrait, with a fwift current ; it

flows three leagues up the river, but to what height

I am not able to tell : it runs through a very rich

foil, producing all forts of the talleft trees ullially

found in this climate-, but efpecially red and white

cotton-trees, and cabbage trees, of the largefl: kind.

The white cotton-tree grows not unlike an oak,

but much taller and bigger ; the trunk ftrait, with-

out any branches to the top, where it fends forth

ftrong branches ; the bark is very fmooth, the leaves

of the bignels of a plumb-tree-leaf, dark-green, oval,

fmooth, and jagged at the ends-, they are not always

biggeft near the roots, but often in the middle of the

trunks. The cotton they bear is filk-cotton, which
falls in November and December upon the ground

;

but not fo fubftantial as that of the cotton ftirub,

but rather like a down of thirties -, they don't think

it worth their while to gather it in the Weft Indies,

but
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but in the Eaft Indies they put it into their pillows.

In April the old leaves fall off, which, in a week's

time, arc fupplied by frelh. The red cotton- tree is

fomewhat lefs ; but, for the reft, altogether like the

other; except that it produces no cotton, and its

wood hard, though both are fomewhat fpongy •, they

are found in the flat grounds, both in the Eaft and

Weft Indies.

The cabbage-tree is the talleft in thofc woods,

fome being above 120 feet high: it is likewife with-

out boiJghs or branches, except on the top, where

its branches are of the thicknefs of a man's arm, and

twelve or foiurteen feet long •, two feet from the ftem

come forth fmall long leaves, of an inch broad, fo

thick and regular on both fides, that they cover the

whole branch : in the midft of thefe high branches

Ihoots forth the cabbage itfelf ; which, when taken

out of the outward leaves, is a foot in length, and
of the thicknefs of the fmall of a man's leg, being

white like milk, fweet and wholfome : betwixt the

cabbages and the large branches fprout forth other

fmall twigs, two feet long, very clofe togechc^r; at

the extremities of which grow hard and round ber-

ries, of the bignefs of a cherry, which, once a year,

fall from the trees, and are excellent food for the
hogs. The trunk has rings half a foot afunder, the

bark is thin and brittle, the wood hard and black,

and the pith white ; as the tree dies after its head is

gone, they cut them down before they gather the

fruit.

As the coaft and country o£ Lima has continual

dry weather, fo this part of Peru is feldom without
rains ; which, perhaps, is one realbn why they have
made but fmall difcoveries on this coaft : add to this,

that when they go from Panama to Lima, they don't
pais along the coaft, but fail up to the weft, as far

as the Cobaya ifles, for the weft winds, and thence
Itand L er to the cape St. Francifco : in their return
they coaft it 5 but their (hips being then laden, are

not
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not fit to enter the rivers, which, as well as the fca^

fide, are covered with woods and bulhes, and there-

fore art fit places for the natives to lie in ambufcade.

Thefe Indians have fome plantations of maiz and
Plaintains, as alfo fome fowls and hogs.

We entered the river of St. lago, with four ca-

noes, December 27, by the lefTer branches, and met
with no inhabitants till within fix leagues of its

mouth, where we difcovered two fmall huts, thatched

with palmeto-leaves •, and, at the fame time, In-

dians, with their families and houftiold goods, pad-

dling againft the ftream much fafter than we could

row, becaufe they kept near the banks. On the op-

pofite fide to the weft, we faw many other hpts a

league ofi^; but, the current being very rapid, wc
did not care to venture crofs it. In the two huts,

on the caft fide, we found nothing but a few plan-

tains, fowls, and one hog, which feemed to be of

the European kind, fuch as the Spaniards brought

formerly into America, but efpecially to Jamaica*

Hifpaniola, and Cuba, where they feed in the woods
(being marked beforehand) in the day-time •, and
at night are called, and kept in pens, by the found-

ing of a conch- fhell. On the continent of America,

they don't turn their hogs into the woods. We re-

turned the next morning into the river's mouth, with

an intention to fail on to the ifle of Gallo, where wc
had ordered our fliips to meet us.

This ifle is but fmall, and without inhabitants,

featcd at 3^ north latitude, in a fpacious bay, three

leagues from the river Tomaco, and four leagues and

a half from an Indian village of the fame name : it is

indifferently high, and well Rored with timber-trees :

ac the north-ealt end is a good fandy bay, near which
is a line Ipring of ficfn water, and againft the bay is

very jnjcxl anchorage, at fix or fcven fathom water ;

there is but one channel to approach the ifle at four

fathom wat^i^r, but you niuit go in with the flood,

and comu out with the ebb. The river of Tomaco,
fuppofcd

ttjp
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ttippofed to have its rife amongfl the rich mountains

fof Qaito* has borrowed its name from nn adjacent

^village of tht^ fame name. Its banks are well peopled

by the Indians, and fome Spaniards, who traffic for

gold with them. It is fo lliallow at the entrance,

that only barks can enter it. The town of Tomaco
is a fmall place, featcd near the mouth of a river,

f,for the entertainment of thj Spaniards, who traffic

'
in thofe parts. From this place to the branch of the

river of St. lago, where we then were at anchor, is

five leagues.

. As the land here is low and full of creeks, we left

the river December 21, and crofled thefe fmall bays

in our canoes : in our way We faw an Indian houfe,

"whence we took the mailer, and whole family, and

lb rowed forward, and came at twelve at night to

Tomaco : here wc fcized upon all the inhabitants

;

and, among the reft, one Don Diego de Pinas, a

Spanilh knight, whofe Ihip was not far off, at an-

chor, to lade timber : fo we took her, and found

rfiirteen jars of good wine aboard her, but no other

lading. An Indian canoe came aboard us, with three

©f the natives, who were ftrait and well-limb*d, but
©f low ftature, with black hair, long vifages, and
ftnall nofes and eyes, and of a dark complexion.

The 3 1 ft, feveral of our men, who had been feven

r eight leagues up the river, returned with their

anoes, and brought along with them fome ounces

f gold they had found in a Spanifli houfe, but the

eople were fled.

January i, i6H^, as we were going in our canoes
_^om Tomaco towards Gallo, v/e took a packet of
fetters in a Spanilh boat, fent from Panama to Lima,
thereby we underftood, that the prcfident of Pana-
ftfia wrote to haften the plate-fleet thither from Lima,
the Armada from Spain being come to Porto-Bello

:

this news foon made us alter our refolution of going
to Lavelia; inllead whereof, it was refolvcd to ren
'ezvous amon

o

Vol. III.
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diftant from Panama, and by which all fhips, bound
to Panama from the coaft of Lima, muft of necef-

fity pafs. Accordingly we failed the 7th *, the 8th,

we took a Ihip of 90 tons, laden with flour, and

continued our voyage with a gentle fouth wind, to-

wards Gorgonia, an ifle twenty-five leagues diftant

from that of Gallo, where we anchored the 9th, at

the weft fide of it, in thirty-eighth fathom clean

ground, two cables length from the ftiore, in a fandy

bay, the land againft it very low *.

The 13th, we purfued our voyage to the King's

Ifle, being now two men of war, and two tenders,

one firefliip, and the prize : we failed forward with

the common trade- wind fouth, along low land on

the continent near the fea fide, but with a profped

of mountains deeper into the country. The 16th,

^ye pafled by cape Corientes, at 5° 10' latitude, be-

ing an high point, with fourfmall hillocks on the top-,

the current then running ftrong to the north. The
21ft, we came in fight of point Garachina, at 7° 20'

north latitude. The land is high, rocky, and with

out trees near the fea-fide : within the point is plen-

ty of oyfters and muflels. About twelve leagues

from this point, are the King's or Pearl ifles : betwixt

thefe and the before-mentioned point of Garachina,

is a fmall, flat, barren ifle, called Galleria, near which

we came to anchor for that time. The King's or

Pearl Ifles are a good number of low woody ifles,

feven leagues from the continent, and twelve leagues

from Panama, and fourteen leagues in length north

north- weft by north, and fouth-caft by fouth. In

the maps they are called the Pearl Ifles, though I

never could fee one pearl-oyfter, or any thing like it

near them. The channel, betwixt them and the con-

tinent is feven or eight leagues broad, of a moderate

depth, and has good anchoring all along : the ifles

though lying clofe together, yet have their channels

M

* This ifland is deferibed by Woodes Rogers.

fit



fliips, bound
luft of necef-

th i the 8th,

th flour, ami

uth wind, to-

agues diftant

d the 9th, at

fathom clean

re, in a fandy

:o the King's

two tenders,

forward with

low land on

ith a profpedl

. The i6th,

latitude, be-

lt s on the top;

north. The
lina, at 7° 20'

ky, and with

point is pkn-

welve leagues

ifles : betwixt

of Garachina,

ia, near which

The King's or

V woody ifles,

welve leagues

length north

by louth. In

fles, though I

y thing like it

1 and the con-

of a moderate

mg: the ifles

their channels

fit

CAPTAFN WILLIAM DAMPIER. ^/

fit for boats. At the end of St. Paul's ifle is a con-

venient careening place, in a good deep channel, in-

clofed by the land. You muft enter in on the north

fide, where tlie tide rifes ten feet perpendicular. The
25th, we brought our fhips in with a fpring-tidej

and, after having cleaned our barks firil, we fenc

them the 27th to cruize towards Panama: they

brought us, the fourth day after, a prize, coming

from Lavelia with maiz, or Indian corn, falted beef,

and fowls. Lavelia is a large town, feated on the

bank of a river, on the north fide of the bay of Pa-

nama, leven leagues from the fca-fide : as Nata is

another town, feated in a plain, near another branch

of the fanie river : thefe two places fupply Panama
with hogs, fowl, beef, and maiz. In the harbour

where we careened, we found abundance of fiicll-

fifli, with fome pigeons and turtle doves.

Our fliips being well careened by the 14th of Fe-

l^ruary, and provided with fuel and water, we failed

out from amonglt the illes the i8th, and anchored

in the g.eat channel, betwixt the ifles and the con-

tinent, at fifteen fathom water, foft oufy ground ; and
the next day cruized in the channel towards Panaima,-

about which the Ihore appears very beautiful, with

variety of fmall woods and hills i befides that, a
league from the continent, you fee divers fmall iflesy

fcattered partly with trees i and the King's Ifles, on
the other fide the channel afford a very tair profpe6t,

according to their various ftiapes and fituations. The
1 6th, we anchored within a league of the ifland of
Pacheque, in feventeen fathom water; and the i8th^

(leered our courfe with i north eafl: wind direcSbly to-

wards Panama, where we anchored diredtly oppofite

to Old Panama, once a place of note in thofe parts ;<

but the greatelt part thereof being laid in allies in

1673, by fir Henry Morgan, it was never rebuilt-

fmce.

About four leagues from the ruins of Old Pana-
ma^ near the river- fide, fl:ands New Panama, a very

F 2 handi'uaie



\>>

68 THE VOYAGE OF

I

§'

handfbmt city, in a fpacious bay of the fame name,
into which difembogue many long navigable rivers,

fome whereof are not without gold ; befide that,

it is beautified with many pleafant ifles •, the country

about it affording a delightful profped to the fea,

by reafon of variety of adjacent hills, vallies, groves,

and plains : the houfes are for the mod part of
brick, and pretty lofty, efpecially the prefident's;

the churches, monafteries, and other public ftruc-

tures, which make the beft fhew in the Weft Indies

:

it is encompaffed with a high wall of ftone, on which
are mounted a good number of guns, which for-

merly were only planted to the land-fide, but now
alfo to the fea. This city has a vaft traffic, as be-

ing the ftaple for all goods to and from all parts of

Peru and Chili ; befide that, every three years, when
the Spanifh Armada comes to Porto-Bello, the plate-

fleet comes thither with the king's plate, befide

what belongs to the merchants •, whence it is carried

on mules by land to Porto-Bello.

The 2oth, we anchored within a league of three

little rocky iflands, called the Perico iflands ; and,

the 2 1 ft, took another prize, laden with hogs, beef,

fowl, and fait, from Lavelia. The 24th, fteered

over to the ifle of Tobago, in the fame bay, fix

leagues fouth of Panama : its length three miles,

and. its breadth two. It is very rocky and fteep, ex-

cept on the north fide, where it has an eafy defcent

;

and, as the foil is black and good up to the middle

of the mountains, they produce abundance of fruit,

as plantains, bananas, and, near the fea-fide, cocoa

and mammee-trees ; thefe laft are large and ftrait,

without knots, boughs, or bunches, and fixty or fe-

venty feet high. At the tops fprout out fome fmall

branches, thick and clofe together-, the fruit is of

the bignefs of a large quince, round, and covered

with a grey rind, which, before it is ripe, is brittle -,

but, when come to maturity, grows yellow, and will

peel with eafe. The ripe fruit is of the fame co-

lour,
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lour, like a carrot, fmells and taftes well, and has

two rough flat ftones in the middle, each of the big-

nefs of a large almond. The fouth-weft fide is co-

vered with trees and fire-wood, but the north fide

has a very fine frefh-water fpring, which falls from

the mountains into the fea. Near it formerly flood

a pretty town, with a fair church, but the greatefl

part has been deflroyed by the privateers. Oppofitc

to the town, a mile from the fhore, is good an-

choring, fixteen or eighteen fathom water, foft oufy

ground. At the north north-wefl end lies a fmall

town, called Tobagillr, with a channel betwixt both ;

and on the north-eafl fide of Tobagilla, another fmall

one, without a name.

Whilll we were at an anchor near Tobagilla, we
were in great danger of being trepanned by a pre-

tended merchant of Panama, who, under colour of

trading privately with us, inftead of a bark, ad-

vanced with a fire-fhip, pretty near us, hailing us

with the water-word. Thereupon, feme of our men,
more fufpicious than the rell, bid her come to an

anchor ; which flie not doing, they fired at her •,

which fo terrified the men, that they got into their

canoes, after they had let her on fire, and we were

forced to cut our cables, to efcape the danger. At
the fame time captain Swan, who lay a mile from
us at anchor, faw a fmall float, with only one man
upon it, driving towards his ihip, but foon after dif-

appeared -, he fuppofed this to have been a machine,

made up with combuftible matter, to fatten to his

rudder, (as it happened to captain Sharpe near Co-
quimbo) but that the fellow, thinking himfdf dil-

covered, had not courage enough to go forward in

the enterprizej but captain Swan thought alfo fit to

cut his cables, and to k<*ep under fail all night. The
fire-fhip was framed and managed by one captain

Bond, who formerly run away from us to the Spa-

niards, without whole afTiftancc they could not have
fitted her out ; it being almoft incredible, how grofs-

ly ignorant the Spaniards, in the Souih Seas, are in

F 3 ki
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ft^a affairs. In the morning, whije we wpre bufy m
recovering our anchors, we difcovered a whole fleet

of curioes, full of men, pafs betwixt Tobagilla and

the OLhtr ifle, who proved Englilh and French pri-

vatjci ,, lately come out of the North Sea oyer the

Ilthnius ot Darien ; there were 280 in all, 200 French
and 80 Englifh -, thefe laft were taken aboard cap-

tain Pavis and captain Swan, and the reft put into

our flour-prize, under the command of captain Gro-

net, their countrymen ; in return for which, he of-

ferpd captain Davis and captain Swan, each a com-
mifiion trom the governor of Petit Goave, it being

their cuflom to carry along with them blank com-
miflions from the faid governor. Captain Davis ac-

cepted of one ; but captain Swan, having one from

thic duke of York, refufed it.

Every thing being thus difpofed, we fet fail, March
the 2d, towards the gulph of St. Michael, in quell of

captain Townley (v/ho, they told us, was coming
with 1 80 Englifh over the ^fihmus of Darien.) This

gulph lies thirty leagues fouth-eafl from Panama,
and you mult turn for pafTage betwixt the King's Iflcs

and the Continent.

March 3, as we were fleering for the gulph, cap-

tain Swan kept near to the Continent, as we did

nearer to the King's Ifles ; where, at two of the clock

in the afternoon, near the place where we had ca-

reened our Ihips, we met captain Townley with his

crew, in two barks which they had taken, one laden

with brandy, wine, and fugar, and the other with

flour. As he wanted room for his men, and had

occafion for the jars in which the Spaniards carry

their wines, brandy, and oil, in thefe parts, con-

taining fcven or eight gallons a- piece, he diftributed

part thcreor amongft our Ihips, being then all at an-

chor among the King's Iflands : but, as it was to-

wards the latter end oi the dry feafon, and all the

water dried up. we fdiied to the point of G;irr.ichin.i,

in hopes of hnding frelh water. The aiO", we an-

chored
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chorcd two miles from the point, and found the tide

very ftrong, coming out of the river Sambo. The
2 2d, we anchored at four fathom within the point

;

we found the tide to run nine feet, and the flood to

ict north north-eaft, and the ebb fouth fouth-weft

:

the natives brought us fome rcfrefhments •, but, as

they did not underftand in the leall the Spanifh

tongue, I fuppofe they had no commerce with the

Spaniards. Meeting with no frelh water here, we
fet fail for Porto-Pinas, lying feven leagues fouth-

ward by weft hence, at 7° north latitude, it de-

rived its name from the vaft numbers of pine-tices

growing there.

The country rifes, from the fea-fide, by a gentle

afcent, to a confiderable height, and is pretty woody
near the fhore : at the entrance of the harbour are

two fmall rocks, which render the pafTage into it nar-

row, and the harbour but of a flender compafs -, be-
fide that, it lies expofed to the fouth-weft wind.
This made us not go into the harbour, but fend our
boats to bring fome frelh water, which they could
not perform, by reafon of the high fea near the (hore

;

fo we turned towards point Garrachina, where we ar-

rived the 29th. In our way, we took a veffel laden
with cocoa from Guaiaquil : finding ourfelves here
alfo difappointed in getting of frefh water, we failed

the 30th for Tobago, with a fouth fouth-weft wind,
being now in all nine Ihips. April i, we anchored
at the ifle of Pacheque, and the 3d at Perico : our
men took a canoe, with four Indians, and a mulatto

;

who, being found to have been in the fircftiip that

was fent to burn our (hip, was hanged immediately.
\Vhilft we were employed in filling of water, -^nd

cutting of wood for fuel, we fent four canoes to the
Continent, to get fome fugar in the adjacent fugar-
works, to make our cocoa up into chocolate 5 but
efpecially to get fome coppers, which we much
wanted to boil our viduals in, fince our number was
fo confiderably incrpafed : they brought us three cop-

F 4 pers.
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pers. In the mean while, captain Davis fent his

bark to the ifle of Ottoqiie, feated in the bay of Pa-
nama, but uninhabited, except by a few negroc

flaves, who bred up fome fowls and hogs there.

Here our men met with a meflenger fent to Panama,
with an account that the Lima fleet was failed

:

mod of the letters had been thrown into the iea •, yet,

out of the remaining part, we underftood that the

fleet was coming under a convoy, compofed of all

the Ihips of ftrcngth that they had been able to bring

togetiier from Peru. Being informed that the king's

ihips always came that way where we now lay, we
failed the lotli from Tobago to the King's Ifles, and
the nth anchored at the place, where we careened.

Here we met with captain Harris, who had brought

along with him fome men (we had heard the Indians

mention before) from the river St. Maria, but they

were not near fo many as they reported. The 19th,

250 men were lent in canoes to the river Cheapo, to

furprife the town of the fame name. The 21ft, we
followed, and arrived the 22d at the ifle of Chepelio,

a pleafant ifland, feated in tlie bay of Panama, fe-

ven leagues from ti)o city of that name, and one
league from the ConLincnt, being about two miles

long, and as many broad, low on the north fide, but

rifing by an eafy afcent to the ibuth. The foil is

very good, producing in the low grounds 11 ore of

delicious fruits, fuch as plantains, fapadilloes, avo-

gato-pears, mammees, mainmee-fapotas, ftar- apples,

&c. On the north fide, half a mile from the fliore,

•is a good anchoring- place, where is aUb a very good
fpring of frefh water near the fea-fide. This ifle lies

cliredly oppoflte to the river Cheapo.
The liver of Cheapo has its rife in the mountains

on the nor:h fide, being inclofed afterward between

them and the mountains on the fouth fide. It turns

to the weP, and at lafl:, forcing its way to the fouth-

weft, makes a kind of a femicir';ie, and afterward

runs gently .to th*- fea, where it difcharges itfelf fe-

vcn
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ven leagues from Panama. It is very deep, and a

quarter of a mile broad ; but, by reafon of the fands,

that choke up its entrance, is navigable only by

barks. About fix leagues from the fea-fide ftands

the city of Cheapo, on the left bank of the river, in

a champagne country, afibrding a very pleafant view,

by rcalbn of divers adjacent hills, covered with woods,

though tlie greatclt part is good pafture-ground

;

but the fouth lidc of the river is all wood- land for

many leagues. The 350 men before-mentioned,

fent to this place, returned the 24th, having taken

the town without the lead oppofition •, but found

nothing worth mentioning there. In the way thi-

ther, they took a canoe with armed men ; fent to

watch our motions ; but the men efcaped for the mod
part. The 25th being joined by captain Harris, we
iailed the 26th, and arrived at Tobago the 28 th i and

finding ourfelves now 1000 Itrong, it was confulted,

whether we ftiould make an attempt upon Panama

;

but being informed by our prifoners, that they had

received a confiderable reinforcement from Porto-

Bello, that defign was laid afide. May 4, we failed

again for the King's Ifles, whereabout we cruifed

till the 2 2d, when we fent two canoes to the ifle of

Chepelio, to get ibmc prifoners. They returned the

25th, with three feamen of Panama, who informed

us, that, having ifT^jed a ftrid order there, not to

fetch any plantains from the adjacent ifles, this had
occafioned a great icarcity ; and that they cxpeded
every day the arrival of the fleet from Lima. On
the fouth fide of the ifle Pacheque lie two or three

fmall ifles, and betwixt them a channel not above

feven paces wide, and a mile in length. On the eafl:

fide of this channel we lay at anchor with our whole
fleet, confining of ten fail, but only two men of war,

viz. captain Davis, thirty-fix guns, 156 men; and
captain Swan, fixtecn guns, 140 men*, the refl: be-

ing provided only with fmall arms, making in all

960 mcnj we had alio one fiicfliip. Hitherto we
*

had
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had the wind at north north-eaft, with fair weather;

but, the 28th, the rainy feafon began. About eleven

of the clock, it beginning to clear up, we difcovered

the Spanilli fleet three leagues welt north- wefl from
the ifle of Pacheque, ftancfing to the eall, we being

then at anchor a league fouth-ead from the iQe, be-

twixt it and the Continent. About thiee in the af-

ternoon we failed, bearing down right before the

"wind upon the Spaniards, who kept clofe on a wind
to come up with us ; but night approaching, we ex-

changed only a few Ihot. As foon as it began to be
dark, the Spanifh admiral put out a light at his top,

as a fignal for the fleet to come to an anchor. In

half an hour after, it was taken down again •, but ap-

peared foon after as before, which we fuppofing to be

in the admiral's top, kept under fail, being to the

windward •, but found ourfelves deceived in our ex-

pectation, by a ftratagem contrived by the Spaniards,

who, having put this fecond light on the topmaft-

head of one ot their barks, fent her to the leeward ;

fo that, in the morning, we found that they had got

the weather-gage of us. They came up with full

fail ; fo we were forced to make a running fight of it

all the next day, almoft quite round the bay of Pa-

nama ; for we came to anchor againft the ifie of Pa-

cheque. Captain Townley, being hard preflTed by
the Spaniards, was forced to make a bold run through

the before mentioned channel, betwixt Pacheque and

the three adjacent fmall iflesj and captain Harris

was forced away from U". during the fight. Thus
our long projedled defign vaniflied into fir oke. Ti.e

Spanifli fleet, according to the report of fome pri-

foncrs taken afterwards by captain Wright, confilled

of fourteen fail, bcfides periagoes, or boats of twelve

or fourteen ours a- piece, among which were eight

fliips of good force *, viz. from eight to forty- eight

guns. I'hey were computed to have 3000 men
aboard the v/hole fleet, ai>d two firefliips. The 30th,

in the morning, we faw the Spanifli fleet three leagues

to
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to the leeward of us at anchor i and, at ten of the

clock, with an cafy gale from the fouth, milking the

befl of their way to Panama. We do not know
their lofs. We had but one man killed. Captain

Gronet, who was not in the fight, laid the fault

thereof on his men. He was ordered to leave us,

in a confultation held for that purpofe, where it waa

alfo refolved to fail for the ifles of Quibo, or Cobaya,

in queft of captain Harris.

In our voyage to Quibo, the wind bcirig conftantly

at fouth fouth-weft and fouth-wcft, we met with

very bad weather ; fo that we did not reach thefe ifles

till June 1 5, where we met with captain Harris *.
,

June 6, it being agreed, that, fince we had miffed

at fea, we fhould try our fortune by land, the city

of Leon was pitched upon, (on the coaft of Mexico)
as being ncareft to us *, but, wanting canoes to land

our men, we cut down trees, to make as many as we
had occafion for. In the mean time 150 men were
fent to make themfclvcs maftcrs of Puebla Nova, (a

town on the continent near thefe ifles) in hopes of
getting fome provifions there. They took the town
with much difficulty, and returned the 26th ; but
met with nothing there, except an empty bark.

July 5, captain Knight cdme to us, having been far-

ther to the weft, where meeting with no purchafe,

he failed to the fouth as far as the Bay of Guaiaquil,

where he took two bark-logs with wine, oil, brandy,
fugar, foap, &;c. The mafter declared, that the

merchant-fliips defigned to have been fent away by
the Spanifli fleet to Panama, did ftay behind at

Payta, till farther orders , and that, had he had
more ftrength, they might eafily have been taken.
In a month's time, our canoes being got ready, cap-
tain Harris, with his men, went on board captain
Davis and captain Swan (his fliip being rotten) j and,

* As the defcriptions in Anfon undoubtedly deferve the prefe-
rence, we refer to his voyage for an acsount of Quibo,

.4- July
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July 20, we failed from Qiiibo towards Rio Leja,'

the next port to the city of Leon, being now 640
rien, eight fail of (hips, three tenders, and a fire-

Ihip, the wind at fouth fouth-weft. Coafting along,

we pafied by the gulph of Nicoya, that of Dulce,

and the ifle of Caneo, the land low, covered with

wood, and almoft deftitute of inhabitants. We had
variable winds : but moft fouth-weft and weft fouth-

weft, the land-winds at north north-eaft. We were

much peftered with tornadoes. Auguft 8, at 11° 20'

north latitude, we difcovered tlie Volcano Vcjo, or

old Volcano, the fea-mark of RioLeja, bearing north-

caft by north •, and no Iboner had we brought the faid

mountain to bear north-eaft, but we made provifion

for landing the next day.

The 9th, we fent 520 of our men in thirty-one

canoes towards the harbour of RioLega. The wea-

ther was fair, and the wind favourable, till two in

the afternoon, when a tempeft, mixed with thunder

and lightning, had almoft buried us in the fea •, but,

after half an hour, it began to abate, and fo did the

agitation of the fea, it being obfervable, in thole

hot countries, that the waves loon rife and fail. At
ieven of the- clock at night it was calm •, but, finding

we could not be ready to lard before day, being five

Jeagues fro.m fhore, v/e ftuid thereabout till next

evening, for fear of being difcovered •, but, about

three of the clock, another tornado had like to have

put an end to our enterprize. However, as the fame

did not laft long, we entered the creek lying on the

fouth-eaft fide of the harbour, leading to Leva, in

the night ; but durft not go farther till day-break,

when we rowed deeper into the creek, which is very

narrow, and the land on both fides marfhy near the

banks, and full of mangrove-trees -, fo that there is

no pafling through them. Beyond the mangrove-

trees, upon the firm ground, they caft up a fmall in-

trenchment. We rowed as faft as we could, and landed

470
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470 men, leaving the reft (of which number I was

one) to guard the canoes.

The city of Leon Hands twenty miles in the

country, in a fandy plain, near a peaked burning

mountain, thence called the volcano of Leon, the

v^ay to it being through a champagne country, co-

vered with long grafs. Betwixt the landing-place and

the city were feveralfugar-works i and, about mid-way
a delicious fordable river, being the only thing they

met with in their way. Two miles on this fide the

city is an Indian town, where a pleafant fandy road

leads you to the city, the houfes whereof are (lone,

and large, with gardens about them ; but low, and
covered with pantile. It has three churches and a

cathedral. Its fituation is in a fandy plain, with fa-

vannas all round about it, which drink up the rain,

and afford a free paflage to the breezes from all fides.

This makes it both healthful and pleafant, though

it is not a place of great commerce, all their fub-

itance being in cattle and fugar-works.

Our men marched at eight of the clock, captain

Townley leading the van, at the head of eighty of the

brifkeft men. Captain Swan followed him with 100
more •, and captain Davis brought up the rear with

170, in conjunftion with captain Knight. Captain

Townley, being advanced two miles before the reft,

and having forced feventy horfe to a retreat at four

miles on this fide of the city, marched forward,

and, at three of the clock in the afternoon, with his

eighty men only, entered the town without refiftancci

but met with fome oppofitioa from five hundred foot

and two hundred horie, firft in a broad ftreet, and af-

terwards in the great market place •, but the foot, fee-

ing the horfe take to their heels, alfo retreated, leav-

ing the town to our people's mercy. Captain Swan
came not into the town till four o'clock •, Davis about
five; and Knight, with the remainder, not till fix.

The Spaniards killed one of our men, that ftraggled be-

hind, being very old, and rcfufing to accept of quarter;

and

/



1^ t.

y? THE VOYAGE OF . .

and took one Smith prifoncr. Next day, the gover-

nor lent word he would ranfom the town. We de-

manded 30,000 pieces of eight, and provifions for

1000 men for four months ; which he not relifliing,

we fet the city on fire the 14th, and marched toward

our canoes the next morning. Smith was exchanged

for a gentlewoman. We releafed another gentleman,

upon his parole to deliver to us 150 oxen for his ran-

fom at Rio Leja, the place we intended to attack

next.

The 1 6th in the afternoon, we came back in our

canoes to the harbour of Rio Leja, where our fhips

were come to an anchor by that time. The Creek,

that leads from Rio Leja, extends from the north

-

weft part of the harbour's mouth to the north, about

two leagues from the ifle in the harbour's mouth, to

the town. The firft two-third parts are broad •, but

afterwards clofes in a narrow deep channel, lined on

both fides with many cocoa-trees. A mile from

the entrance of the creek, it winds to the well.

Here it was, that the Spaniards caft up an intrench-

hient, fronting the entrance of the creek, defended

by loofoldiers, and twenty guards. Below it a boom
of trees was made acsofs the creek •, fo that they

might have kept off looo men, had they not wanted
courage to keep their poft ; but, at the firing of two
of our guns, they quitted it, leaving us at liberty to

cut down the boom. This done, we landed, and
marched to the town of Rio Leja, a fine borough,

feated a mile thence, upon a fmall river, in a plain.

It has three churches, and an hofpital with a hand-

fome garden to it, the place being feated in an un-

wholefome air, among the fens and marfiics, which
fend forth a noifome fcent. We took the town with-

out the leaft oppofition. The country about it has

many fugar-works, and inclofures for cattle; and

great quantities of pitch, tar and cordage are made
by the country-people. It produces alfo melons,

pine- apples, guavas, and prickle-pears.

The
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CAPTAIN WILLIAM DAMPIER. 7^,

The (hrub, that bears the guava- fruit, has long

and fmall boughs, a white and fmooth bark, and

leaves like the haQe. The fruit refembles a pear,

with a thia rind, and many hard feeds. It may be

eaten while green, a thing feldom obferved in fruits

cither in tlic call or wc;il Indies. It is yellow, fofr,

and wcll-tafted. After it is ripe, it may be baked

like peats, and will coddle like apples. There are

different forts, diftinguifhed by their Ihape, tafte,

and colour-, fome being red, others yellow, in the

infidc. Before it is ripe, it is aftringent ; but after-

wards loofening. The prickle pear grows upon a

fhrub five feet high, in many places in the Weft In-

dies. It thrives bcft in faltifh fandy grounds, near

the fea-ftiore. Each branch of this Ihrub has two
or three round leaves, of the breadth of a man's

hand, not unlike houfe-leek, edged wirh prickles of

an inch long. At the extremity of the leaf grows
the fruit, of the bignefs of a large plum, fmall to-

wards the leaf, and thicker to the end, v/here it opens

like a medlar. The fruit has alio fmall prickles, is

green at lirft, but turns red by degrees. The pulp

IS of the fame colour with the fubftance of a thick;

fyrup, with fmall black feeds. Its tafte is pleafant

and cooling. I have often obferved, that, if you
eat twenty or more of them at a time, they will co-

lour the urine as red as blood j but without any ill

:onfequence.

We found nothing confiderable in the town, ex-

cept 500 packs of flour, and fome pitch, tar, and
cordage. We received alfo the 150 oxen proniifed

by the gentleman we releafed at Leon, which, to-

gether with the fugar, and fome other cattle we
found in the country, was extremely welcome to us.

We ftald here from the 1 7th to the 24th. The 25th,

captain Davis and captain Swan parted, the firft hav-

ing a mind to return to the coaft of Peru ; the other

intending to go farther to the weft. As 1 had a cu-

riofity to be better acquainted with the northern parts

of
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tf the continent of Mexico, I left captain Davis, and
went aboard captain Swan. Captain Townley, with

his two barks, joined us *, but captain Harris and
captain Knight followed captain Davis. The 27th,

captain Davis with his fliip, went out of the har-

bour •, but we ftaid fome time behind, to provide

ourfelves with water and fuel.

By this time our men began to be much afflided

with fevers, which we attributed to the remains of
a contagious diftemper, that lately reigned at Rio
Leja ; for captain Davis's men underwent the fame
fate. September 3, we failed again, fleering to the

weft. We had bad weather all along the coaft, with

violent tornadoes, thunder and lightning. The tor-

nadoes blew from the north-weft. The tempeftuous

weather kept us out at fea -, fo that we faw no land

till the 14th, at 12^ 51' north latitude. We came
in fight of the volcano or burning mountain of

Guatimala. It appears with a double peak, like two
fugar- loaves, betwixt which fometimes break out

the fire and fmoke, efpecially before bad weather.

The city of Guatimala is feated near the foot of this

high mountain, eight leagues from the South Sea,

and forty or fifty leagues from the Gulph of Matique
in the Bay of Honduras in the North Seas. It is re-

puted a rich city, the country about it aboundmg
in feveral commodities peculiar to it, and tranfported

thence into Europe, efpecially the four noted dyes,

indico, otta or annatta, lilvefter, and cochineal. The
land near the volcano of Guatimala is low by the fea-

fide i but, by degrees, becomes higher and higher

for about ten leagues from the ftiore. We faw

abundance of drift-wood and pumice-ftones floating

in the fea. Thefe laft were thrown out by the moun-
tain, and wafhed by the rains into the fea. The
24th, at 14*^ 30' north latitude, the weather being

fettled, captain Townley went aftiore with ic6 men
to the weft, in hopes to find a landing place,

and fome refrefliments for our fick men. We lay

by
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by till the 26th, when, coafting along to the weft,

with a north-weft wind, we faw a track of high land,

beginning at the eaft, and running for ten leagues

within the land to the weft, where it finks by an eafy

defcent. On this fide of it, near to the fea, we faw

rich pafture-plains, mixed with pleafant groves. The
country near the fea-fliore was defended by fandy

hills •, but the boifterous waves would not let our

men land with their canoes; We were forced to

coaft ftill for eight or nine leagues farther •, but cap-

tain Townley, feeing no profpeft of landing, re-

turned aboard with his men October 2. But, being

refolved to try his fortune again, he forced his ca-

noes aftiore in a fandy bay, wlierc he landed with

the lofs of one man, and moft of the powder fpoiled

with the fait water. When they were got aftiorc,

they found the country full of torrents, and unford-

able rivulets ; fo they were forced to return to their

canoes. They were charged by 200 Spaniards and

Indians •, but thefe they fbon repulfed, and forced

them to take the way of Teguantapeque, the fame

town that captain Townley went to look for, but

could not get fight of k. Immediately after his re-

turn, we failed again, with a brifk north north-eaft

wind, ftill coafting to the ^^cft, within two miles of

the ftiore. At fix miles from the land we found nine-

teen fathom, and, at eight miles, twenty-one fathom,

coarfe fand. We could not difcover either creek or

bay for twenty leagues farther, till we came to the

ifie of Tangola, where there is fafe anchorage. It is

high, but fmall, yet well furniftied with wood and
water, about a league from the Continent, which has

pleafant pnfture-grounds near the fea, but high wood-
land deeper in the country. We failed a league far-

ther into tlie port of Guatulco^ one of the beft in

the kingdom of Mexico, at 15^ 30' north latitude.

On the caft fide of the entrance of the harbour, about
a mile from it, is a I'mall ifland adjacent to the fiiore,

and, on the weft fide of the faid entrance, a great

Vol. III. G hollow
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hollow rock, open at the top, through which the

waves of the fea force their paflage, as if through a

pipe, with a great noife, and to a great height, even
in the cahnelt weather-, fo that it affords a good
mark to fcamen bound tor this port. The whole
depth of the harbour is about three miles, and its

breadth one mile. It runs in north-weft. The weft

fide is the more fecure, becaufe the reft is expofed to

the fouth-weft winds, which are frequently on this

coaft.

Here captain Townley landed again with fome
men ; and, marching to the eaft, came to the river

Capalita, which has a very fwift current ; but is deep

at its entrance. A league from Guatulco, two of

our men fwam over the river, where they feized upon
three Indians, that were placed there to keep watch.

As they could not fpeak SpaniQi, fo they made figns,

that they could condud them to a village ; where-

upon 140 men were fent, under the condud of cap-

tain Townley, myfelf being one, who returned the

8th, having feen, after fourteen miles march, a fmall

Indian village, where they found nothing but fome
vinelloes drying in the fun. The vinello is a perfume
which communicates a delicate flavour to chocolate •,

it grows on a fmall kind of vine, creeping up about
the trees. This, at firft, bears a yellow flower, whi-rh

produces a cod of the bignt^fs of the ftem of a to-

bacco-leaf, and about four or live inches long. This
cod is green at firft, bur, when ripe', becomes yel-

low : the feeds are black. After they are gathered,

they lay theK', in the fun, which makes them foft,

and of a chefnut colour. They fquc<'7e it flat after-

wards v'ith theij fingers. The Spai.iUi'ds, who buy
this cc miouity very -:hcap of the lnv.lians, flake them
afterw; -ds with o.i. I never hear',! of any of the

vinelloes, ex'cept hereabouts, about Caiocha in the

bay of ''^mpeachy, and Bocco-toro. Near this laft

place, I gathered thetn myfelf, and endeavoured to

cure them, but could not i and, as I know other

Jt p'-rloiis.
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perfons, who have lived many years in thefe parts,

and have attempted the fame with no better luiicefs,

I am apt to believe the Indians have fome peculiar

way to cure them, that hitherto is uni<:novvn to us.

The I oth, we fent four canoes before to the welt,

to cxpedt our coming at Port Angels; and, in the

mean while, endeavoured to take fome prifoners.

The 1 2th, we failed with our fhips from Guatulco,

the land lying along to the weft, inclining to the

fouth, for twenty or thirty leagues, the fea-wiiids at

north. Wc coafted along as near as we could to

the Ihore, to take the benefit of the land-wind, the

fea wind being againft us, befides that we were kept

back by the current fcrting to the eaft ; fo that we
were forced to come to an anchor at Sacrifieio, an ille

half a mile long, a league to the weft of Guatulco,

and half a mile from the continent. To the weftof thel

ifle appears a irood bay, but it is rocky. The beft an-

chorage is bcLwixt the ifle and the continent, at five or

fix fathom water, though the tide is pretty ftrong here^

the fea rifing about lix feet. The 23d, we landed

100 men at Port Angels, who fubfilled three or four

days upon fait beef, and got ftore of fait rnaiz^

hogs, cocks and hens, in an adjacent houfe to the

plain -, but could carry but little aboard, by reafon

of the great diftance frotn the fea- fide. The 27th,

we failed in the morning v/ith the land-wind; about

noon the fea-wind blew ; and, at night, we anchored

at f'T'teen fathom water, near a fmall rocky ifle, fix-

teen leagues weft from Port Angels ; and half a mile

from the Continent. Tlie 28th, we continued our

voyage with the land-wind ; the fea-wind blew hard

in the afternoon, and, at night, we rnet with the

other two canoes v/e had lent out from Guatulco ;

they had been as far as the p jrt of Acapulco ; and,

in their return, took in frefli wnter in fpite of 150
Spaniards that vould have oppofed it. Thenc*^ they

came into a falt-watcr lake, or ptMid, on the banks of

which finding abundance oi' dry fifh, thty brought

fome aboard us. As we vv:rc juft ofi' thi;. lake, we
:• G 2 fent
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fent twelve men in a canoe for more fifli. The eir-

trance of the lake is clofely hemmed m with rocks

on both fides, that the paflage betwixt them is not

above a piftol-lliot over, but within the lake is a

confiderable compafs. The Spaniards, being alarmed

already, nov/ feeing our canoes before the kke, polled

themfelvcs behind the rocks, and fired fuch a volley

of (hot upon our canoe, at her entering into the

pond, that they wounded five of our men ; however,

our people rowed forward into the lagune, or pond,

out of gun-lhot, where they (laid two days and three

nights, not daring to repafs the fame way they came

:

at lad captain Townley, who lay nearer to the Ihore

than we, hearing the firing of fome guns that way,

manned one of the canoes, and beating the Spaniards

from the rocks, opened them a free paflage ; fo that

they returned aboard Odober3i. This lagune is

in 16'' 40' north latitude.

November 2, we pafled by the rock of Algatrofs -,

the land near it is high, woody, and mountainous in

the country ; fix miles to the weft of the faid rock,

lie feven or eight white cliffs to the fouth by weft,

whereof a large fliole runs out five miles at fea. Two
leagues to the weft of thefe cliffs is an handfome
river, having a fmall ifle at its entrance : the eaft

channel is fliallow and fandy, but that to the weft

will admit of canoes. The 3d, we came to an an-

chor oppofite to this river, one mile and an half to

ftiore, at fourteen fathoms. The Spaniards having

caft up an iiitrenchment along the weft channel, de-

fended by 200 foldiers, wc landed our men, and
forced them thence with little oppofition : we found

here a good quantity of fait, deligned for the faking

the fifh they take in the lake -, but we faw no nets,

hooks, or lines, nor any bark, canoe, or boat. March-
ing three leagues into the country, we took a Mu-
latto prifoner, who informed us, that lately there was

a ftout ihip come from Lima to Acapulco : captain

Townley ftanding in need of a better fliip than that

which he pofTefled, it was agreed, though not with-
6 ^QC
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f)ut fome oppofition from captain Swan, to fetch the

faid (hip out of that harbour. The 5th we continued

coafting to the weft toward Acapulco : the 7th, twelve

leagues from the (hore we faw the high land of Aca-

pulco, very remarkable for a round hill betwixt two

other hills; the weftermoft being the largeft and

higheft, with two hillocks on the top; but the cafter-

moft is higher and more peaked than the middle-

moft. The port of Acapulco is fo large and con-

venient, as to be able to contain fome hundreds of

fhips without danger. Acrofs the entrance of the

harbour is a low ifle, one mile and a half long,

and half a mile broad, ftrctching from eaft to welt.

At each end is a deep channel for the entrance

of their fhips, and their coming out, provided

they enter with the fea-wind, and come out with

the land-wind, and thefe blow at ftated times of

the day or night. The channel at the weft end is

narrow, but fo deep, that there is no anchorage:

through this the ftiips come in from Manilla, but
the fliips from Lima pals through the fouth-weft

channel. The harbour runs in eight miles to the

north ; then, clofmg up in a narrow channel, goes

a mile farther to the weft. At the enf-^nce of this

channel, on the north-weft fide, juft by the fea-fidc,

ftands the town of Acapulco, near v/hich is a plat-

form with a good number of guns ; and over-againft

the town, on the eaft fide, ftands a ftrong caftle, de-

fended by no lefs than forty great guns ; ftiips com-
monly ride within reach of this caftle, at the bottom
of the harbour. Captain Townley went with 140
men, in twelve canoes, to fetch out the Lima fhip

;

but by force of weather, was forced into Port Mar-
quis, a good harbour, a league eaft of the port of
Acapulco : ht re they ftaid all day, and the next night

rowed foftly to Acapulco, where they found the fhip

riding at anchor 100 yards from the caftle and plat-

form ; fo that, finding it impoffible to carry her off,

he returned much diffatisfied. The 1 1 th, we failed

farther to the weft, with the land-wind at north-eaft.

G 3 A'
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As the fea-winds are nere at foiith-wefl, we failed

along a fandy bay, twenty kagues in length, where
there was good anchorage two miles from the (hope

;

but the fea-waves fell with fuch violence againll it,

that there is no fafe landing-place. Near tlicfca-fide

the grounds are low, and abound with trees, elpe-

cially with fpreading palm-trees, which are fome-

times twenty or thirty feet high, but no bigger than

an ordinary a(h. The country is intermijccd with

many fmall hills, which arc, for the mod part, bar-

ren •, but the valleys very fertile. At the well end of

this bay, jets out into the fea the hill of Petaplan,

at 17^ 20' north latitude, being a round point, that

appears like an iQe at fea. A little farther to the

weft, is a little knot of round hills : we entered be-

twixt thefe and the point, where we anchored at the

north weft fide of the hill, at eleven fathom v/ater.

Here we fent 170 men atliore •, wh.o, Ujarching

fourteen miles into the country, came to a wretched

Indian village, left by the inliabitants ; fo that we
met with nobody but a mulatto woman, with four

fmall children : being brought aboard, (he declared,

that a caravan of mules, laden with flour and other

goods, defigned for Acapulco, had ftopt their jour-

ney on the road to. the weft of this village. So we
failed farther to the weil the 1 8th, about two leagues,

to a place called Chequetan, a pretty good harbour,

having the conveniency of a freili-vvater river, and

abunoance of wood : v;e landed ninety-five men the

9th, in fix canoes, having the mulatto woman for

their guide, at Eftapa, a league weft of Chequetan :

Hence they were carried by their guide through a

pathlefs wood, by a river- fide, into a plain, near

which, in a farm-houfe, they found the caravan,

Confifting of fixty mules, laden with flour, choco-

late, cheefes, and earthen-ware ; all this they carried,

rxcept the earthen veflels, with fome beef they had
killed, and brought to their canoes, and thence to

qur fhips, Captain Swaq vvent afterwards aihore.

'
'i

I
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and killed eighteen cows more witliout tlie leaft op-

pofition. The country is woody, but fertile, and

watered with many rivers and rivulets.

The 2 1 ft, we failed with the land-wind, which is

at north here, and the fea-wind at weft louth-weft,

coafting along to the weft. At firft the land appears

with ragged hills ; but, farther to the weft, with

fruitful valleys betwixt them. The 25th, we palTed

by an high hill, divided into peaks, at 18*^ 8' north

latitude : the Spaniards fay, there ftands a town, cal-

led the Cupan, not tar from it, but we could not find

the way to it. I'lie 26th, 200 men were fent to en-

deavour to find out the city of Colima, a rich place;

but, thougii they rowed twenty leagues along the

ftiore, they could not meet with any place to land in,

and law not the leaft fign of any inhabitants. At
two places they faw two horfemen, and our men fol-

lowed them, but loft the track in the woods ; fo we
returned the 28th on board; and, foon after, the

Volcano, or burning mountain, of Colima, very re-

markable for its height, at 18^36' north latitude,

fix leagues from the fa- fide, appeared, with two
high points, from each ot which ililies always either

fire or fmoke. The valley, in which it ftands, bears

the name of the mountain, as does the adjacent

town, the chief city of ail the country. If we may
credit the Spaniards, it is a moll delit^iitful and fer-

tile valley, abounding in cocoas, corn, and plantains,

being ten or twelve leagues wide to the fea, and
ftretching a great way into the country ; but there is

no landing-place near it, occafioned by the impetu-
ofity of the waters •, for, about two leagues from the

eaft fide, is low woody ground, and, at the end, is

a deep river, which difembogues into the fea ; but,

by reafon of a land-bank at the mouth, there is no
entrance, even for canoes. The 29th, 200 men
were fent again, to try whether they could find any
path or track leading to the town of Sallagua, feated,

as the Spaniards report, at the weft end of the bay of

G 4 the
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88 THE VOYAGE OF
the valley ofColima ; bur, the wav^ running fo high

there was no landing, they retiirned aboard Siq

30th.

Decembcf i, we came in fight of the port of Sal-

lagua at 18*^ 52' : It is a bay, parted by a rocky point

about the middle ; fo that it appears like two diftinfb

harbours, in either of which is fafe anchorage at ten

or twelve fathpm water, though the weft harbour is

the beft, having, befide this, the conveniency of a

frefli-water rivulet falling into the fea. We faw a

good numbpr of armed Spaniards, to whom we gave

a vifit, the next morning, with 2po of our beft men

;

but the foot never ftood one charge, and the horfe

ibon followed them : in the purfujt, our men, light-

ing upon a broad road, leading through a woody and

rocky country, followed it ^r four leagues ; but,

finding not the leaft footfteps of any inhabitants,

they turned back, and in their way took two (Irag-

gling mulattoes, who afliired them, that the broad

road led to the city of Oarrah, four long days jour-

ney from henpe, and that thefe men were fent from
that city to fecure the fhip from Manilla, that was

to fet paflfengers alhore there. The Spanifh maps
place the town of Sallagua hereabouts, but we could

fee no figns of if. December 6, we failed again, coaft-

ing to the weft towards Cape Corientes, in hopes of

meeting thereabout with the ftiip expe<ied from the

Philippines. The fea-winds are here north-weft,

and the land-wind at north ; the land indifl^erent

high, fprinkled with many ragged points, and woody.

Here I was afflidlcd with the dropfy, and fo were

many of our men : this being a common dileafe on
this coaft, the natives pretend to cure it with the

ftone or cod of an alligator (of which they have

four> viz. one near each leg within the flefti) beaten

to powder^ but we had not the good fortune to meet
with any of thefe creatures, though they are fome-

times found hereabouts. Betwixt Sallagua p,nd Cape
torientes are divers good ports we did not touch at.

'

'

"

As
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/Ls we approached the cape, ic appeared with many
J8^^hite cliffs, and, deeper into the country, with

peaked hills ; to the weft of thefe runs a ridge of

mountains, beginning with an high deep mountain

at the eaft end, with three peaks, refembling a
crown •, whence the Spaniards called it Coronada, the

crown land ^ but at the weft end it terminates in an

;cafy defcent. Tb": nth, we were in fight of Cape
Corientes, bearing nor^h by weft, and the Coronada

to the north. This cape 1$ pretty high, very fteep

and rocky towards the fea, but flat on the top, and

covered with trees; it is at 20^ 28' north latitude:

I found its longitude from Tener^ff 23*^ 56', keeping

thereby to the weft, according to our courfe ; purfu-

ant to which computation it is, from the Lizard in

England, 121'* 41', and the diflferenceof time eight

hours fix minutes. The (hip from the Philippines

being obliged to make this poipt in her voyage home-
wards, we took our ftations with our four fail, fo as

that we judged we could not well mifs the ftiips

:

but, as we wanted provifions, fifty or fixty men were

fent in a bark to the weft of the cape to get fome :

they returned the 17th without any purchafe, not

being able to get about the cape, the wind being ge-

nerally northwcft and fouth-weft on this coatt •, how-
ever, they left four canoes, manned with forty-fix

pien, behind, who intended to row to the weft.

The 1 8th, we failed to the ifles of Chametly, eigh-

teen leagues to the eaft of Cape Corientes: They are five

low, fmall, and woody ifles, furrounded with rocks, and
lying in form of an half-moon, within a mile from that

Ihore, betwixt which and thefe ifles, there is fafe an-

chorage. They are inhabited by fiftiermen, fervants

to fome of the inhabitants of the city of Purification,

a confiderable place, fourteen leagues up in the

country. The 20th, we entered on the fouth-eaft

fide, and anchored betwixt the ifles and the conti-

nent ; we found here frefli water, wood, and rock-

^1J> in great plenty. The 21ft, fixty of our men,
'

'

'

• under
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under captain Townley, were fent feven or eight

leagues to the weft, to furprife an Indian village.

The 24th, the four canoes, left thereabout by
captain Townley*s bark, returned to us near the

cape, having got beyond it by the help of their oars,

and landed in the valley of Valderas, or Val d'Iris,

the Valley of Flags, lying at the bottom of a deep
bay, inclofed between Cape Corientes on the fouth-

caft, and the point Pontique on the north-weft. The
breadth of the valley is three leagues ; the fandy bay

is level to the fea, and affords a good landing-place.

In the midft is a good frefh-watcr river, navigable

with boats •, but at the latter end of the dry feafon,

viz. in February, March, and April, it becomes
brackifii. On the land-fide, this valley is bounded
by a green hill, which, by its eafy defcent in the val-

ley, affords a delightful profpedl ; as do the wide-

fpread paftures, ftored with cattle, the pleafant groves

of guavas, orange, and lime-trees, which grow wild

here in vaft numbers. In this delightful valley we
landed thirty- feven men, who, advancing three miles

into the country, were attacked by 1 50 Spaniards,

horfe and foot : by good fortune there was an adja-

cent wood, which afforded an happy retreat to Our

men, who from thence fired fo turioufly upon the

Spaniards, that they killed their leader, and feven-

teen troopers, befides many wounded, with the lofs

only of four men, and two wounded : This made
the enemy retreat ; however, had the foot feconded

the horfe, fcarce one of our men could have efcaped.

The 28th, captain Townley returned aboard with

forty bufliels of maiz, which he had taken in an In-

dian village to the eaft of Cape Corientes, five leagues

in the country. We continued cruifing off this cape

till the firft of January, when we failed for the val-

ley of Valderas, to provide ourfelves with fome beef:

at night we anchored at fixty fathom water, a mile

from the fhore.

We continued here till the 7th, and landed 240
men (50 whereof were conftantly employed to watch

the



CAPTAIN WILLIAM DAMPIER. 91

the motions of the Spaniards:) we killed and faked

as much beef as would ferve us two months ; and,

had we not wanted fait, we might have had much
more. By this tinne our hopes of meeting with the

Manilla (hip being quite vanifhed, we concluded,

that, whilft we had been employed in looking for

provifxon afliore fhe had given us the flip to the eaft

;

which proved true, according to the account we had

afterward by feveral prifoners, The lofs of fo great

pnd rich a prize mull chiefly be attributed to the wil-

fulnefs of captain Townley, v/ho would needs at-

tempt the taking of the Lima Ihip in the harbour of

Acapulco, when, at the fame time, we ouglit to have

provided ourfelves, as we migiit then have done,

with beef and maiz for fuch an enterprize, whicli

whilit we were forced to feek, we lofl: this Ihip

;

whereas, had we not wanted necelfaries, we might

have gone even as far as Cape Lucas, in California,

where Sir Thomas Cavendiili formerly took one of

thefe Manilla fliips. Hitherto we had a double de-

flan in view; firft, the taking of the Manilla fliip;

fccondly, the fearch after rich towns and mines near

this coalt, not knowing that the wealth hereabouts

lies all in the inland country •, but now, finding our-

felves quite d'^ceived in our hopes, we parted, cap-

tain Townley going back to the eall, and we, in

captain Swan's Ihip, to the wefl:.

January 7, we failed from this valley, the land-

wind being at north-wefl:, and at night pafl*ed by
Pontique, the wefl: point of the Valley of Valderas,

ten leagues from Cape Corientes, at 20° 50' north

latitude. A league beyond it, to the wefl:, lie two
little ifles, called the Pcntiques : beyond thofe, the

Jhore runs ragged to the north for eighteen leagues.

The 14th, we came to anchor in a channel betwixt a

fmail, white, rocky ifle and the continent, at four-

teen fathom, at 21° 15'. The ifle is three leagues

from the main ; we anchored one league from it.

From this ifland the land runs in north, making a

jandy bay : V/c anchor€4 one league from the conti-

nent.
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fient, but there is no landing. We found the land-

wind all along here at north-eaft, and the fca-wind

at north-weft.

The 20th, we anchored one league on the eaft fide

of the ifles of Chametly, (different from the before-

mentioned) being a knot of fix fmall ifles at 23'
1 1', a little to the fouth of the tropic of Cancer,

three leagues from the continent : one or two of them
only have fome fandy creeks to the fea-lide, and pro-

duce a certain fruit, called Penguins : thefe are of
two forts, red and yellow ; the laft grows on a ftem,

of the thicknefs of a man's arm, a. foot from the

ground, with leaves of half a foot long, and one
inch broad, edged with prickles : the fruit grows juft

at the top of the ftalk in clufters ; they are round,

and of the bignefs of an hen's egg : the rind is pretty

thick, and the pulp full of black feeds, of a delight-

ful tafte. The red penguin is no bigger than an

onion, but of the (hape of a nine-pin -, it does not

grow on a ftalk, but immediately out of the ground,"

itanding upright, fometimes fixty or feventy in a

cluftcr, being encompaflcd with prickly leaves of one

foot and an half, or two fe^t long.

Captain Swan went with 100 men to the north, to

find out the river Cullacan, fuppoftd to lie at 24**

north latitude, in the province of Cullacan, with a

fair rich town upon its banks : but, though they had

rowed above thirty leagues, they could find no river,

neither was there any fafe landing-place. Seven
leagues north north- weft from the ifles of Chametly
is a lake, with a narrow entrance, at 23° 30', called

Rio de Sail by the Spaniards, it having water enough
for canoes to enter. Our nien landed on the weft

fide, and took fome maiz at an adjacent farm-

houfe, and, at another landing, an Indian, who in-

formed us, that five leagues thence there was an In-

dian town : fo our men marched toward it, and,

coming near the place, were encountered by a good
body of Spaniards and Indians 5 but thefe being

• beaten
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beaten back after the firft charge, they entered the

town, where they found only two or three wounded
Indians, who told them, that the town was called

Mafladtan, and that five leagues hence there were two

rich gold mines. We ftaid here till the 2d of Fe-

bruary, when eighty men were fent, and landed in

the River Rofario, about three leagues from the fea.

They came to a pretty little town, of the fame name,

where the prifoners aflured them, that the before^

mentioned mines were not above two leagues from

thence ; but, as we had prefent occafion for provi-

fions, we carried aboard ninety bufhels of maiz,

without fearching after the mines. The ^d, we an-

chored again ft the mouth of the river Rofario, one

league from the (hore, in feven fathom, at 22** 15'

north latitude. But as this fmall quantity of provi-

fions was not likely to do our bufmefs for our in-

tended voyage, we landed, the 8 th, forty men, to

feek the river Oletta, fuppofed to lie to the eaft of

the river Rofario*, but they returning without any

booty, or without being able to find it, we refolved

to go on the eaft, to the river of St. lago, where we
anchored the i ith, two miles from the ftiore, in fe-

venteen fathom water, foft oufy ground, three leagues

from the white high rock of Maxentelbo, bearing

north north-weft, as the high hill Zelifco bore fouth-

eaft of us.

The river of St. Jago, one of the moft confider-

able on this coaft, lies in 22" 15'. It has ten feet

water on the bar at low-water : its breadth, at the

entrance, is about half a mile •, but it is broader with-

in, three or four rivers difcharging themfelves into it

there: the water is brackifti; but, near the mouth,
on the fandy fhore, you may dig frefh water at three

or four feet. Captain Swan fent out feventy men to

look for a town, the country having a fair profpe6t«

After they had rowed up and down two days, they

landed in a corn field, where, while they were bufy

in gathering the maiz, they fcized an Indian, who
told
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tjold them, that four leagues farther there was a towrt

called S'" Pecaque. They were no fooner come on
board, but captain Swan, with 140 men, went in

eight canoes five leagues up the river, which was
thereabout not above a piftol (hor. wide, with high
banks; and, landing his men, marched through fer-

tile plains and woods for three or four hours : at

their approach, the Spaniards quitted the place ; fo

we entered it without oppofition.

The town of S** Pecaque is feated on the fide of a

wood, in a fpacious plain. It is not very large,

but neatly built, with a fquare market-place in the

middle, as moft Spanifli towns are, and has two
churches. There are filver mines five or fix leagues

from this town : the ore whereof is carried from this

place by mules to Compoftella, where it is refined.

Compoftella is the capital of this part of Mexico,
twenty-one leagues diftant from Pecaque, inhabited

by about 70 white families, and 5 or 600 Mulattoes

and Indians. As our men found plenty of maiz, fu-

gar, fait, and fult-fifh here, captain Swan ordered one
half of them to carry provifions aboard, whilft the

other took care of the town : this they did by turns,

having got fome horfes to eafe them in their labour.

Thus they continued for two days ; but, the r9thj

captain Swan, being informed by a prifoner, that

looo armed men had lately marched from St. lago

(a rich town upon the river, three leagues thence) to

attark our men, ordered his people to get all the

horfes they could, and to march all together, with

what provifions they could carry, to their canoes j

but they refufing tO obey him, till all the provifions

could be carried on board, he was forced to let one
half of them go on with 54 horfes -, but they had
not marched a mile, before the Spaniards, lying in

ambufh, attacked and killed them all upon the fpoi

:

captain Swan marched to their relief, but came too

late, being all flain and ftript, though, at the fame

time, they never attempted to engage him, having,

quefllonlefs.
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queftionlcfs, paid pretty dear for thfcir viftory. Cap-

tain Swan being returned aboard with the reft of his

men, with what provifions they had got, it was re-

folved to fail to Cape St. Lucas, on California, in

hopes of a commerce with the Indians there, and,

confequently, in the lake of California. This lake

is properly a channel, or part of the fea, betwixt the

ifle and the continent ; but either not much known
by the Spaniards, or elfe concealed by them, for fear

that ^e other European nations ihould find out that

way to the mines of New Mexico -, for they vary

confiderably about it in their charts *, fome make ic

an ifle, others join it to the continent, but not one

of them gives any account of the tides, the depth,

or harbours, in or near this lake ; whereas their hy-

drographical maps defcribe the coafts towards Afia,

on the weft fide of the ifle from Cape St. Lucas to

40*^ north. New Mexico, according to the report

of the Spaniards, and fome Englifli prifoners there,

lies near fifty leagues north-weft from Old Mexico,
where the richeft mines of all this country are fup-

pofed to be i though there are, queftionlefs, fome
alfo in other parts hereabout, as well as on the con-

tinent, near the main-land of California -, though, as

the Spaniards have mines enough to manage, they

have not taken the pains to difcover them •, and the

vaft diftance of this country has, no doubt, been

the occafion, that no difcoveries have been made by
others, or are like to be made, unlefs a rearer way
thither could be found, I mean by the north-weft.

I am nor ignorant, that divers unluccefsful attempts

have been formed for the difcovery of a north-weft

paflage : the realbn whereof I attribute to their fearch-

ing for the paflfage at the beginning through Davis's

or Hudfon's bay -, whereas, in my opinion, the fearch

ought to have been begun in the South Seas, and
thence along by California, and fo a paflage made
back into the Weft Seas. The fame rule might be

obferved in difcovering the north-eaft paffage, viz.

to
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to winter about Japan, Corea, and the north-eaft

part of China, and fo take the advantage of the ap-

proaching Spring and Summer to go along the coaft

of Tartary, whence you may have time enough to

reach Archangel, or fome oxher port on thefe coafts.

From hence we failed the 21ft towards California,

with a north-weft and weft north-weft wind. After
we came paft the ifles of St. Maria, we had ftrong

winds at north north-weft, and at north, the ufual

trade-wind, and confequently loft ground till Febru-
ary 6 •, fo that the 7th we were forced to the eaft

again, to the Marias, where we anchored the 7th, at

the eaft end of the middlemoft of thefe ifles, in eight

fathom, good clear fand. This ifle we call Prince

George's Ifle.. The ifles called Marias are three

iflands, ftretching north-weft and fouth-eaft fourteen

leagues of an indifferent height, ftony, barren, and
uninhabited, at 12^ 40' north latitude, forty leagues

diftant from Cape St. Lucas on California, bearing

eaft fouth-eaft, and twenty leagues from Cape Cori-

entes, bearing upon the fame points of the compafs
with Cape St. Lucas. They produce fome Cedars,

and, near the fea-fide, a green prickly plant, with

leaves not unlike the penguin-leaf, and a root like

that of the fempervive, but much longer. The In-

dians of California have a great part of their fubfift'

cnce from tliefe roots. We baked and eat fome of
them, and found them to tafte like the Englifti bur-

dock boiled. I had been long fick of the dropfy,

fo I was laid in the fand, and covered up to the head
for half an hour. I fweated exceedingly, and, I be-

lieve, with good effedl: ; for I began to mend foon

after.

We remained here careening till the 26thi but as

there is no frefli water to be gotten here in the dry

feafon, we were forced to fail to the valley of Valde-

ras, where we anchored the 28th, near the mouth of

the before-mentioned river ; which being alfo brack-

ifli at this time, we failed three leagues nearer to the

tj Cape

1
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Cape Corientes, and anchored by a fmall round ifle,

half a mile from the Ihore, four leagues to the nortfv

of the cape. The rivulet where we filled our water,

is on the continent, juft oppofite to the ifle. Being

by this time fufficiently convinced of our miftake

concerning the riches of this coaft, and the proba-

bility of finding fome fea-ports worth our taking,

founded upon an erroneous opinion we had con-

ceived, that the commerce of this country was car-

ried on by fea, whereas it is entirely managed by
land, by the help of mules, we were the fooner pre-

yailed upon to try our fortune in the Eaft Indies.

Our men, being encouraged with the hopes of bet-

ter fuccefs for the future, and through the perfua-

fions of captain Swan, failed from cape Corientes

March 31. In all this voyage, we faw neither fifli

nor fowl, except once, being then, according to my
account, 4975 miles weft from cape Corientes, in the

kingdom of Mexico, when we faw a vaft number of
boobies, fuppofed to come from fome rocks not far

off, and mentioned in fome hydrographical maps (but

we did not fee them.) After we had failed 1900
miles, our men began to murmur ; but, being en-

couraged with fair words by captain Swan, we failed

forward •, and, feeing fome clouds fctting in the weft,

they were looked upon as the forerunners of land.

May 20, at four o'clock in the afternoon, being in

12° 55' north latitude, and fleering weft, we difco-

vered, to our great joy, the ifle of Guam, at eight

leagues diftance. Guam is one of the Ladrone ides,

under the Spanifti jurifdiclion. Its length is twelve

leagues, and its breadth four, lying north and fouth,

defended by a fmall fort, with fix guns, and a garri-

fon of thirty foldiers, under a Spanifli governor, for

the conveniency of the Philippine Ihips, tha*t touch
here for refreftiments in their voyage from Acapulco
to Manilla. The foil is indifferently fruitful, pro-

ducing rice, pine-apples, water-melons, muflc-melons,

oranges, limes, cocoa-nuts, and a certain fruit called

Vol. Ill, H the
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the bread fruit, growing on a tree as large as onr

apple-trees, with dark leaves. The fruit is round,

and grows on the boughs, like apples, of the big-

iicl's of a good penny-loaf. When ripe, it turns yel-

low, foft, and fweet ; but the natives take it green,

and bake it in an oven, till the rind is black. This

they icrape off, and eat the inlide, which is foft and

white, like the infide of new baked bread, having

neither feed nor (lone ; but if it is kept above twenty-

four hours it is harrti. As this fruit is in feafon eight

months in the year, the natives feed upon no other

fort of bread during that time. They told us, that

all the Ladrone ifles had plenty of it. I never heard

of it in any other place. May 31, we came to an

anchor on the weft fide of this ifle, near the middle

of it, one mile from the fliore, there being no an-

choring on the eaft fide, by reafon of the trade-

wind, which forces the waves with great violence

againft it on that fide. The natives are ftrong limbed,

copper- coloured, with Jong black hair, fmall eyes,

high nofes, thick lips, very white teeth, and of a

{tern countenance, though they were very affable

to us. The air is accounted exceeding wholfome,

except in the wet feafon betwixt June and Oftober.

Theie Indians inhabit in fmall villages on the weft

fide near the fhore, and have certain priefts to in-

Itrud them in the Chriftian religion. By means of

fome prefents fent to the governor, and an obliging

letter from captain Swan, we obtained good ftore of

hogs, cocoa-nuts, rice, wheaten bifcuits, and other

refrefliments, befides fifty pounds of Manilla to-

bacco-, and, being informed by one of the friers,

that the ifle of Mindanao, one of the Philippine

iflands, inhabited by Mahomedans, abounded with

provifions, we failed June 2, with a ftrong eaft wind,

and arrived the 2 1 at the ifle of St. John, one of the

Philippine iflands.

The Philippines are a range of large iflands, reach-

ing from 5° north latitude to 19°, and to 16° lon-

'
, gitude.
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gitude. The chief of thrm is L,uconii, where Ma-
gellan was killed with a ^ iilbncd arrow, and is now
entirely under the Spanilli kibje6lion. Their capi-

tal city here is Manilla, a large town and lea-port,

feated at the fouth eall end, oppofite to the ille of

Mindora, a place of great llrengch, and vaft: trade,

bccaufe the two great fliips from Acipiilco fetch

thence vail quantities of India commodities, broiighc

thithe; by the Chinefe and Portuguefe, and fometimes

alfo by the Englifn of Fort St. Georj,e, though by

Health, the Spanifh allowing no commerce here to

the Englifh or Dutch, for fear they (hould difcover

both their weaknefs, and the riches of thofe ifles,

which abound in gold.

To the fouth of Luconia are twelve or fourteen

other large IQes (befides an liSr'.te number of kifer

ones) inhabited by Spaniards -, but the two fouther-

moft, viz. that of St. Jonn and Mindanao, are the

only ones not fubjedl to ihe Spanilli jurifdidlion.

The ifle of St. John lies between y° and 8° north la-

titude, on the eaft fide of Mindanao, about four

leagues from it. Its length, from north north-weft

to fouth fouth-eaft, is thirty-eight leagues, and its

breadth about the middle twenty-four leagues. The
foil is very flit and fertile. Mindanao is, next to

Luconia, the largeft of all the Philippine iQands,

its length being Sxty leagues, and its breadth forty

or fifty, the fouth end at 5° north latitude, and the

north-weft end reaching almoft to 8 ° north latitude.

The foil is generally fat ; and the ftony hills produce

many forts of trees, moft of which are not known
among us. The vallies are watered with frelh brooks

and rivulets, and ftored with divers forts of ever-

green trees and variety of fruits; but, above all the

reft, a fort of trees, which grow wild in groves fe-

veral miles long, called the libby-tree by the natives,

which furniihes the Sago. The poor people feed

upon it inftead of bread here for three or four months
in the year, ^

-i^- >
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The libby tree is not unlike the cabbage-tree;

the bark and wood hard, full of a white pith, like

that of the elder-tree. They cut down the tree, and,

fplitting it in the middle, take out the pith, which

they ftamp or beat well in a mortar or trough

;

which done, they put it in a cloth, and, pouring

-water upon it, ftir it well, till the water carries alfo

the fubitance with it through the cloth into the

trough ; this, after it is well fettled, they feparate

from the water (by drawing it off) and bake it into

cakes. The fago, tranfpor^ed hence into other parts

of the Eaft Indies, is dried into fmali pieces, like

Comfits, and ufed, with milk of almonds, as a good
remedy againft fluxes, being very aftringent. We
ihall only add, that the nutmegs here are extremely

large and good ; but they do not care to propagate

them, for fear the Dutch, who monopolize the trade

of the fpicc iflands, fhould be induced to give them
a vifit.

This ifle affords both wild and tame beads. Of
tame fowls they have only ducks and hens -, but, of

the wild kind, pigeons, parrots, paraquetoes, turtle-

doves, bats as big as our kites ; and of fmall birds

an infinite number. Their chief fifli are bonetpes,

fnooks, cavalies, bremes, mullets, and fea tortoifes.

Neither do they want harbours, creeks, and rivers.

The climate of Mindanao is not fo cxceflive hot, ef-

pecially near thefea-fide, confidering its fituation near

the line; fince the fea-breezes cool the air by day,

as the land-winds do at night, rhe wind blows from
the eaft from October to May, when it blows weft

to Odtober again. Thefe weft winds produce the

wet feafon, which is heavieft in July and Auguft,

and begins to remit, by degrees, in September, and

ceafes in Odober, when the eaft v;ind brings fair

weather till May. Though the inhabitants of the

ifle of Mindanao are generally alike in colour, fta-

ture, and in their religion, (being Mahomedans) yet

they differ in their language and government.
• The
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The Mindanyans, properly fo called, are of low

ftature, with fmall limbs, little heads, and ftraight

bodies ; imall eyes, fliort nofes, wide mouths, thin red

lips, and black teeth, but found. Their hair is black

and ftraight ; their complexion tawny, but fomething

brighter than that of other Indians. They are inge-

nious and nimble, but much addided to idlenels;

civil and obliging to ftrangers, but withal impla-

cable when once difobligcd. Their cloathings are,

a turban tied once round the head with cloth, the

ends fringed or laced, tied in a knot, and hanging

down. They wear alfo breeches, and frock^. over

them ; but neither ftockings nor fhoes. The woiiien

tie their black and long hair together in a knot, hang-

ing down behind. They are 1malicr-featu red than

the men, and have very little feet. Their garments

are only a piece of cloth iewed together at both ends,

and a frock reaching a little below the waift.

One peculiar cuftom they have in the city of Min-
danao, that as foon as any ftrangers arrive, the men
of Mindanao come aboard, to invite them to their

houfes, where they are fure to inquire, whether any
of them have a mind for a Pagally, or innocent fe-

male friend. The ftrangers, in civility, are obli-

ged to accept the offer made them of fuch a friend,

and to (hew their gratitude by a I'mall prefent, as

the continuance of the fame friendlhip muft be pur-

chafed by fome other trifles ; in return for which,

they have the liberty to cat, drink, and fleep in their

friends houles for their money. They have no other

entertainment there gratis, except a little tobacco and
betel, a mean way ot begging, though pradlifcd even
among the richeft of the place.

The capital of this ifle bears the fame name with

the ifland, and is feated on the fouth fide, two miles

from the fca, upon the bank of a fniall river, in 7**

20' north latitude. Their houfes are built upon
pofts, from fourteen to twenty feet high, having only

one floor, bu: many rooms or partitions. The ful-

H 3 tan's
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tan's houfe refts upon i^o great pofts, and was much
higher than the reft, with great broad flairs leading

up to it. In the hall ftood tv/enty pieces of iron can-

non, placed on field carriages. The general, and
other great men, have alfo fome guns in their houfes,

the floors whereof are generally well matted, they

ufing no chairs, but fitting crofs-legged. Their or-

dinary food here is rice, fago, and fome fmall fifh

;

but the better f;rt eat buffaloes and fowl, though a

great del of rice with them.

The chief trades in this city are goldfmiths, black-

fmiths, carpenters, and fliipwrights ; for they build

good fliips both for trade and war. Their chief com-
modities, exported, are gold, bees-wax, and tobacco.

The two firft they purchafe irom the mountaineers ;

and the lafl grows all over the i'^e in vaft plenty.

Thefe they exchange for calicoes, muQins, and China
filks. The Mindanao tobacco is reckoned no way
inferior to that of Manilla; yet you may buy ten or

twelve pounds of it for a rial. They have many wives

;

but I never could learn their marriage- ceremonies,

except that they feafl their friends for the mofl part

of the night. They are under the government of a

fultan, who is poor enough ; but fo abfolute, that he

even commands every private fubjedt's purfe at plea-

fure. He was between ftfry and fixty years old, and
had twenty nine concubines, befides his queen. When
he goes abroad, he is carried on a couch upon four

mens Ihoulders, attended by a guard of eight or ten

men. He has a brother called Raja Laut, who is

both chief miniilcr and general, a Ihrewd man, of

good converfation, who both fpeaks and writes Spa-

nifh very well. In their wars they make ufe of fwords,

lances, and hand-creflet?, a weapon much like a bayo-

net, which the grcatefl to the meanefl always wear

about them. They never fight any pitched battle

in the field, but make fmall wooden forts, defended

by guns, wherein they encamp, and endeavour to

furprizc
f
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furprize one another by fmall parties j and they nei-

ther give nor take quarter.

We came to anchor at the north eaft fide of the

iflej but, underitanding by fome of the natives, that

the city of Mindanao was on the weft fide, we fleered

to the fuuth-eatl with a fouth-weft wind. We ar-

rived July 1 8th, at the entrance of the river Minda-

nao, in 6° 22' north latitude, and 23° 12' longitude

weft from the Lizard of England, where we anchored

in fifteen flithoni water, clear hard land, two miles

from the (hore.

Soon after. Raja Laut, and one of the fultan's

fons, came aboard us, and demanded in Spanidi, who
we were j and, being told that we were Englifli, they

afked, whether we were come to fettle among them,

of which they had had fome promife before, and
were now in hopes to fee it effedled, and to ferve

them for a protedlion againft the Dutch, whom they

very much dreaded. Truly, had we confidered the

matter, it would have been much for our advantage

to have done fo, confidering the commodious fitua-

tion of the ifle of Mindanao, betwixt t'le fpice

iilands and the Philippines : neither did we want any
thing requifite for fuch a fettlement, being provided

with all forts of artificers, as carpenters, bricklayers,

flioemakers, taylors,. &c., as alfo with convenient

tools, arms, guns great and fmall, and ammunition
fufiicient for fuch a beginning : and, notwithftanding

the great diftance ot this ifland from England, we
needed not have been without hopes of feafonable

fupplies thence. But to return to Raja Laut and his

nephev/ : they invited captain Swan alliore, and pro-

mifed to furnifh him with whatprovifions he wanted,

defiring, that, in the mean time, we fhould fecure

our fhip in the river, for fear of the approaching

weft winds ; which captain Swan, after fome delibe-

ration, agreed to.

The tempeiluous weather now approaching, the

failors haukd the fliip up the river, 50 or 60 Mier-

H 4 men
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men lending their affiftance -, after which, they

moored her in a hole dug for that purpofe, where-

in flie was always a-float, and here many citizens

came on board of her, who foon provided the men
with Pagallys, and captain Swan being generally at-

tended at dinner with his trumpets. Raja Laut was

greatly delighted with the mufic.

During the wet feafon, the city of Mindanao,
which is a mile in length, and ftretches along the

bank of the river, was a perfed pond, and the

iiood^ frequently wafhed down large pieces of tim-

ber from the country, that would have endangered

the veffel, had not great care been taken to prevent

it. As foon as the floods began to fubfide, captain

Swan hired a warehoufe, in which he depofited his

goods and fails, in order to careen the fliip, when
it was furprifing to fee the multitude of worms that

had eaten into her bottom, during her ftay in this

harbour. But having new flieathed her, they (leered

put on the loth of December, wheii they began to

take in rice, and to fill their water. But the kingr*s

brother, who had his views in delaying the veflcl,

conftantly kept feveral of the men on fhore, hunt-

ing of black cattle, under the pretence of ftocking

the fhip with beef. However, in ten days, they met
with only four cows, none of which they were able

to run down.
At this time, captain Swan bad fome thoughts

of quitting Mindanao, in order to take in a lading

of fpice, in a neighbouring ifland, which is fince

fallen into the hands of the Dutch. However, moft

of his men expected that he would have continued

privateering, to which he had an utter averfion,

though he carefully concealed it from his people.

The day after Chriftmas-day, Raja Laut had a

hunting match, in fearch of black cattle, in which

he was accompanied by five or fix Englilhmen, and

all his wives : but in this hunting match they killed

but three heifers. However, he and his company
•

got
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trot drunk two or three times, with a pleafant extradt

of rice. 'i^

At this time, one of the Englilh failors happening

accidentally to find captain Swan's journal, in which

he had taken notice of the flighted offence of every

failor on board, and was even lavifli of invedives

again ft the whole crew in general, he (hewed it to

the reft of his comrades, who, upon this, refolved

to depofe captain Swan, which they accordingly did,

chuling Mr. Read captain in his room, and Mr.
Teate, mafter ; and leaving him with thirty-fix men
on fliore, fet fail on the 14th of January, 1687, in

order to cruize before Manilla.

February 3, we anchored in a bay on the weft

fide of an ifland without a name, in 9° 15', on the

weft fide of the ifle of Sebo, in 1 8 fathom water,

oufy ground. Its length is eight or ten leagues. In

the middle of this bay we faw a low, fmall, woody
ifle, haunted by a fort of bats, of the bignefs of a

large fowl, their wings, when extended, being feven

or eight feet long : every night we faw them, in vaft

Iwarms, take their flight towards the great ifle, and
return to the little one in the morning.

We failed hence February i o, with a north wind,

coafting along the weft fide of the Philippine ifles.

In our paflage by Panga, (a large ifle inhabited by
the Spaniards) we faw many fires, fuppofed to be
lighted to give notice of our approach, it being rare

to fee a ftiip on this coaft. The 18th, we came to

an anchor at the north-weft end of the ifle of Min-
dora, in ten fathom : it is a large ifle, the middle of
it lying in 13^ longitude. It ftretches in length

forty leagues north-weft and fouth-caft. A fmall

brook of water runs into the fea near the place where
we anchored, and we faw good ftore of hogs and
oxen, but they were fo wild we could catch or kill

none. Whilft we were here, a canoe, with four In-

dians, came hither from Manilla, who told us, that

the
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the harbour of Manilla was feltlom without twenty

or thirty vefTels, Chinefe, Portuguefe, and Spani-

ards i and that if we had a mind to trade, (clandc-

ftinely) they would carry our letters to certain mer-
chants there. The 2 1 ft, we fiiiled again, and, the

23d, came to the fouth-eafl end of tlie ifle of Luco-
nia. We look two Spanilh barks from Pagafianam,

a fmall town on the north-eaft of this ifle, bound to

Manilla: one of thcfe had goods aboard for the Aca-
pulco fliip.

The ifle of Luconia extends in length 6 or y° of

longitude, and its breadth, near the middle, fixty

leagues. The fouth end is in 12° 30', and the north

end in 90® north latitude. It is furrounded by ma-
ny other fmall ifles, efpecially at the north end.

Mindora is the chief, and the neareft to it, and im-
parts its name to a channel that runs between it and
the ifle of Luconia, called the Streights of Mindora.
The country is partly compofed of large pafture

plains, and partly of mountains. Thefe afford fome
gold, as the favannas or plains are well fl:ored with

buffaloes, bullocks, horfes, fheep, goats, and hogs.

The inhabitants, who live in little towns, are In-

dians, under the Spanifli jurifdidion, and inflrudted

in the Romilh religion by Spanifh priefts.

Manilla is the chief, if not the only city of the ifle

of Luconia, feated at the foot of a ridge of high

hills fronting the harbour, near the fouth-wefl: point

of the ifle, 'in 14° north latitude. It is defended by
a fl.rong wall ; the houfes are fpacious, ftrong, and
covered with pantile ; and the ftrcets large and re-

,gular, with a market-place in the midft. They have

many fair churches and convents. The harbour is

very large. Befides the two great Acapulco fliips,

they have abundance of fmall velfels of their own.

The Chinefe have commonly thirty or forty junks or

ftout vefTels here: and the Portuguefe have alfo li-

berty of commerce in this ifle. A league on this

fide
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fide the city is a ftrong fort to defend the harbour,

where the great fhips lay at anchor.

The time of the year being too far fpent for our

purpofe, we refolvcd to fail for Pulo Condore, a

knot of fmall ifles on the coaft of Cambodia, and to

return in May, to lie in wait for the Acapulco {hip.

Accordingly, February 26, we failed from Luconia.

Coming to 14** north latitude, we fleered fouth by

weft for Pulo Condore •, and, in our way thither, got

fight of the fouth end of the Prafel Iholes, of three

fandy ifles, or large fpots of fands, ftanding juft

above the water, a mile from us. March 13, we
came in fight of Pulo Condore, or the ifle of Condore,

and anchored the 14th on the north fide of the ifle,

in ten fathom, clean hard fand, two miles from the

fhore. Pulo Condore is the chief of a knot of

ifles, and the only inhabited one of them, in 8° 40'

north latitude, forty leagues fouth by eaft from the

mouth of the river of Cambodia. Two of thefc

iQes are pretty high and large, the reft very fmall.

That I fpeak of, is five leagues long, lying eaft and

weft, and three miles broad, but in fome places not

a mile. The other larse ifle is three miles lonor,

ftretching north and fouth : betwixt thofe two, at

the weft end of the largeft, is a convenient harbour,

the entrance on the north fide, where thefe two
ifles lie a mile afunder. On the largeft ifle o-rows a

tall tree, the trunk three or four feet diameter, which
the inhabitants cut horizontally half through, a foot

from the ground ; and then cutting the other part

aflope inwardly down, till it meets with the tranfverfe

cut, thence diftils a liquor into an hollow made in

the fmicircular ftump ; which, when boiled, becomes
good tar; and, if boiled ftill more, perfedt pitch,

and anfwcrs both ufes. Such a tree aflx)rds two
quarts ot juice every day for a month together, then

dries up, and recovers again. Here are alfo mango-
trees, the fruit whereof they pickle, while they are

green, with fait, vinegar, and a little garlick. Grapes

grow
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grow in this ifle on a ftrait tree, of a foot diameter,

in clufters about the body of the tree, like the co-

coas i they are both red and white, much like our
grapes, and of a pleafant tafte. This ifle alfo

abounds in wild nutmeg-trees : thefe are of the big-

nefs of our walnut-trees, and the fruit grows amongit
the boughs, like our walnuts. It is fmaller than the

true nutmeg, but grows like it, and is of the fame
Ihape, but without fmell or tafte. Befides hogs,

guanoes, and lizards, thefe ifles have divers forts of

birds, as parrots, parraquetoes, turtle-doves, pigeons,

and wild cocks and hens. The fea affords limpets,

mufTels, and tortoifes. They have many frefli-water

brooks, running into the fea for ten months in the

year, and lie very «:onveniently for trade with Japan,

China, Manilla, Tunquin, Cochinchina, &c.
The inhabitants of the iHe of Condore are origi-

nally Cochinchinefe, of a middle ftature, but well-

Ihaped, much darker than the Mindanyans •, their

hair is ftraight and black, their eyes of the fame co-

lour, but fmall ; and fo are their nofes, yet pretty

high i their lips thin, with a little mouth, and white

teeth. They are very civil, but poor, having no
other employment but to gather the juice for tar,

and draw fome oil from the fat of the tortoife, which
they tranfport to Cochinchina. They offer their wo-

men to all ftrangers for a very fmall matter j a cuf-

tom ufed alfo at Pegu, Siam, Cochinchina and Cam-
bodia i in the Eaft Indies, and on the coaft of Guinea,

in Africa, and alfo at Tunquin. They are Pagans,

and worfhip chiefly the elephant and horfe, befide

other images of birds and fifh. But I obferved none

of human fhape.

March 1 5, we looked for a place to careen in ;

jind, having met with one, we entered the fame the

16th, where we ftaid till the 6th of April, when we
went hence to the place where we anchored before,

on the north fide of the great ifle, to fill frefh water

;

"which being accomplifhed by the 2 ill, we failed

•;• again
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again from Pulo Condore, our courfe weft by fouth,

with an caft north-eaft wind, for the bay of Siam.

The 24th, wc entered the bay of Siam, which is very

deep i and went in among the ifles, at the bottom

of the bay. In one of thefe we found a fmall vil-

lage, inhabited by filhermen, but no filh : fo we
turned back ; but, being becalmed, did not return

to Pulo Ubi till May 13, where we caft anchor on
the eaft fide, and were detained by tempefts till the

20th. The 2 1 ft, we failed thence back for Pulo

Condore, where we came to an anchor the 24th:

here five or fix of our men, going aboard a Malayan
veflel, were llabbed by the fhip's crew.

June 4, being piovided with fuel and frefli-water,

we failed from Pulo Condore, with a fouth weft wind,

intending to make Manilla -, but the wind foon turn-

ing eaft and fouth-eaft, and continuing fo for ten

days, we were forced to alter our courfe, and fteer

for the ifle of Prata, a fmall low iHand, inclofed with

rocks, in the way betwixt Canton (a Chinefe fea-

port) and Manilla, in 20^ 4' north latitude -, but the

eaft winds continuing for five or fix days longer with

great violence, we law ourfelvss obliged to alter our

refolution once more, and to obey the wind, which
brought us near the Chinefe ftiore the 25th of June,

where we came to an anchor on the north-ealt end
of the ifle of St. John, lying on the fea-coaft of
Quantung or Canton, in China, in 22° 30' north la-

titude. The inhabitants live, for the moft part,

by cultivating their grounds, which produce rice.

Whilft we lay at anchor here, a Chinefe Junk lay

near us : ftie was flat both at the head and ftern, with

little huts on her deck of three feet high, covered

with palmetto-trees. She had a large cabin with an
altar, and lamp burning in it. The hold was di-

vided into feveral partitions, each of them fo tight,

that, if a leak ftiould fpring in one, the goods in the

next would receive no damage. Every merchant

has his particular room, where he ftows his goods,

and
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and fometimes lodges in it himfclf. Thefe junks
have no more than two marts, viz. a main-malt and
fore-maft : the laft has a iqiiare fail and fqiiare yard ;

but the main-mail has a fail narrow aloft like a Hoop's

fail. In fair weather they ufe alio a top-fail, which
they hail down on the deck in foul weather, yard

and all. The main maft of the biggeft junks are as

big as any of our third-rate men of war, but not

pieced, being all of one tree.

As we faw the forerunners of an approaching tem-

ped, we weighed anchor, not to want fearoom. It

"was not long before we found our guefs too true;

for the next day, being the 4th of July, the wind
coming to the north-eait, we were furprifed by the

moft violent tempeft I ever remember -, which lafted,

by intervals, till the 6th. We refitted our fhip;

but our men, being terrified to the higheft degree

by the laft ftorm, and dreading the approaching full-

moon, refolved to fteer towards the Pifcadores, or

Fifher Ides, in 23° north latitude.

Thefe are a good number of ifiands, lying betwixt

the ifle of Formofa, and the continent of China. Be-

twixt the two eaftermoft is a good harbour ; and, on

the weft fide of the eaftermoft, is a large town and

fort, defended by a Tartar garrifon of about three

hundred men. The houfes were low, but neatly

built. On the ifland, on the weft fide of the har-

bour, near the fea-fide, we faw another fmall town,

inhabited by Chinefe ; and moft of the other ifles

have fome Chinefe (more or lefs) living in them.

We came to an anchor in the harbour July 20, and,

fending our boat afliore, were civilly received by

the Tartarian governor, who fent us fome prefents,

(among the reft a heifer, the fineft I ever eat in my
life) but would not allow us either to trade there,

or come aftiore on that ifle. In return for which Mr,
Read (now our captain) fent him a filver-hilted fword,

a carbine, and a gold chain. •

"
' * We
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We failed from hence the 29th with a fouthweft

wind, fteering for certain iP.ands we had pitched

upon, that lie berv/lxt Forinofa and Luconia, being

known by no other namer, than the Five liles. We
failed by the fouth-weit end of T^orrnofa, a large ifle

fitiuited betwixt 2 i
° 20', and 25° 10' north latitude,

from fouth to north. Its longitude is from 142^ 5' •

to 143° 16' eafl: from the peak of TenerifF. It was

formerly well inhabited by the Chinefe, and fre-

quented by the Englifh ; but the Tartars have fincc

fpoilcd the harbour, for fear the Chinefe Ihould for-

tify themfelves there. Auguft 6, we came to an

anchor on the eaft fide of the northermoft of the

Five IQes in fifteen fathom water: they lay in 20^

20' north latitude-, and their longitude, according to

the charts, is 141° 50'. Contrary to our expecta-

tions, we found, on the ifle near which wc anchored,

three or four large towns. The weftermoll ille is

the bigQ-eft : this the Dutch amono; us called the

Prince of Orange Ifle, being feven or eight leagues

long, and two broad, (Iretching north and fouth.

There are two more large ides •, the ncrchcrmofl we
called Grafton Ifle : it flretches four leagues in ien^ith

north and fouth, and is one league and an half brn-.d

:

unto the third great ifle we gave the name of Mon-
mouth Ifle, lying to the fouth of Grafton Ifle, three

leagues long north and fouth, and one broad : the

other two ifles, lying eaft and weft, betwixt Monmouth
and the fouth end of Orange Ifle, are called the Ba-

fhee, (from a certain liquor we drink there) and the

Goatifles. •

-- '^^-'^-v^--- -.m-d':'- ^.>;.^ •« t-

Orange ifland is the largeft, but uninhabited, be-

ing rocky and barren, and no anchorage near it.

Monmouth and Grafton ifles are hilly, but well in-

habited. The Goat and Bafliee ifles are fat and even,

and the firft has one town in it. The hills of all thefe

ifles are rocky, but the vallies fertile in graf^, plan-

tains, bananas, pine-apples, pompions, fugar-canes,

potatoes, and fome cotton •, and arc ^/.'t:!l v-'a;ercd

with

-^

'

' \
•
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with brooks of frefli-water. They are alfo well ftored

with goats and hogs, but fcarce any fowl, either wild

or tame.

The natives are fliort and thick, round-vifaged,

with low foreheads, and thick eye-brows ; their eyes

of an hazel colour, andlmaU, but much bigger than

the Chinefe ; their nofes are both low and fliort i their

lip and mouth middle-fized, with white teeth, and
thick, black, lank hair, cut fliort to their ears ; their

complexion is of a chirk copper-colour. They go al-

ways bare-headed •, and the greateft part have no
cloaths, but a clout about the middle : fome have

jackets of plantain leaves, as rough as a bear-flcin.

The women have a fliort petticoat of coarfe calico,

(of their own making) which reaches a little below

the knees. Both fexes wear ear-rings made of a yel-

low metal, having the weight and colour of true

gold, but fomething paler : whether it were fuch in

cfFc6t or no, I am not able to fay ; for it looks of a

fine colour at firft^, but afterwards fades ; which made
us fufpcfb iti and therefore our people did not pur-

chafe much of it. We obferved the natives to be-

fmear it with red earth, and then, putting it into a

quick fire till it was red-hot, brought it to its former

colour again.

Their houfes are fmall, and fcarce five feet high.

They inhabit in villages, built on the fides of rocky

hills, three or four rows one above another. Thefe

rocky precipices are framed by nature into different

degrees, oc, as it were, deep fleps or ftories, upon
each of which they build a row of their houfes, com-
municating together gradually, by ladders fet from

each of thefe rows up to one another in the middle

of it i which if they remove, there is no coming at

them. They are alfo very expert in building their

boats, (for the men live moftly by fifliing) much like

our Deal yauls. They have alfo larger veflfels, ma-
naged with twelve or fourteen oars, two men on one

bank. They never kill any goats or hogs themfelves,

but
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but feed upon the guts or entrails ; and their fkins,

which they broil, after they have finged the hair off.

They make alfo a dilh of loculb, which come at cer-

tain fcafons to devour their potatoes. They take

them with nets, and broil or bake them in an earthen

pan. This dilh eats well enough. Their ordinary

drink is water; but, befides this, they boil a fort of

Jiquor out of the juice of fugar-tanes, mixed with

black-berries : this rhey put afterwards into jars,

and let it work four or five days. After it is fettled,

it becomes clear, and affords a ftrong and pleafant

liquor, in talte and colour not unlike Englifh beer.

The natives call this liquor Balhee ; whence our crew

gave this name to one of the ifles.

What language they fpeak, I know not, as not

having any affinity either with the Chinefe or Ma-
layan languages. The only arms they ufe are lances,

headed with iron ; and they wear a kind of armour of

a buffalo's hide, without any fleeves, which reaches

down below the knees, where it is three feet wide,

and as ftiff as a board, but clofe about their fhoul-

ders. I could not perceive them worfliip any thing

;

neither faw I any idols, or any government or prece-

dency among themfelves, except that the children

were very refpedful to their parents. However, it

is likely, they have fome ancient curtoms inftead of

laws :, for we faw a young lad buried alive, as we
fuppofed, for theft.

They have but one wife, and Ihe and the children

are very obedient to the head of the family ; the boys

are educated to fifhing, and the girls to work with

their mothers in the planxations, which are in the

vallies, where every man plants his own ground ac-

cording to the bignefs of his family. For the reft,

they are a fort of civil quiet people, not only to ftran-

gers, but alfo among thcmlelves ; for all the time
we were here, whilit they came frequently aboard

us, they ufed to exchange their yellow metal, their

goats and fruit, for iron. During our ftay here, we
Vol.. III. I had
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had provided ourfclves with feventy or eighty fat

hogs, and plenty of potatoes, for our intended voy-

age to the ifle of Manilla: but, September 25, be-

ing again furprifed witha mo!t violent temped, which
forced us out to the fea, we were every moment in

danger of being fwallowed up by the waves till the

29th, when the fury of the winds being fomewhat
allayed, we made the belt of our way back to the

ifle, of which we got fight the 30th, but could not

come to an anchor in the fame place where we werQ

before, till the ift of Oftober. This lafl ftorm fo

dilheartened our men, that they all refolved to lay

afide their defign of cruifing before Manilla ; but,

by the perfuafion of captain Read, and captain Teat
,ihe mafter, they refolved to go to cape Comorin,
and thence into the Red Sea. As the eaftern Mon-
foon was at hand, our neareft and beft way had been
to pafs through the fl:reight of Malacca ; but captain

Teat perfuaded them to go round on the eaft fide of

the Philippine ifles, and fo, keeping fouth of the

Spice ifles, to pafs into the Indian ocean, about the

ifle of Timor.

We failed Odlober 3, from the ifles to the fouth,

intending to pafs through the Spice iflands : we failed

on the eaft fide of Luconia, and the other Philip-

pine iflands, coafting to the fouth.

We arrived, November 9, at the ifland Celebes,

where we anchored at the north-eaft end. The ifle

extends itfclffrom north to fouth, in 7*^ latitude, and

in breadth 3°. It lies under the line, the north end

at I
° 30' north latitude, and the fouth end at 5® 80'

fouth latitude. At the fouth end of the ifle is a

gulph, eight leagues wide, and fifty long, running

diedily north into the country, having divers fmall

iflands in the middle of it. Near the fouth end, at

the well fide of the ifle, is feated Macaflar, a rich

and ftrong town belonging to the Dutch. By reafon

of the llrong current fetting to the Weft, we had

2 much
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much ado to get to the euft fide of the ifle ; and the

2 2d, being at, 1° 20' fouth, we faw a large opening

like a creek •, and, fix leagues to the fouth of it,

a range of large and fmall ifles, and many (hoals,

betwixt which and the ifle of Celebes we paffed, not

without trouble, and came to an anchor half a mile

from the great iiland, in eight fathom fandy ground,

in 1° 50' fouth latitude. We (laid there till the

29th, and the 30th fleered away fouth betwixt two
(hoals, at 3° fouth latiti.de, ten leagues from the

ifle of Celebes. Toward the evening, we faw two

or three fpouts : a fpout is a piece of a cloud, hang-

ing down, feemingly floping, and fometimes bend-

ing like a bow, but never perpendicular; after which

the fea begins' to foam, and you fee the water move
gently round, till, increafing in a whirling motion,

it flies upward, a hundred paces in circumference at

the bottom, but leflTening gradually to the fmallnefs

of a fpout, through which the fea-water appears to

be conveyed into the clouds, as is manifeft by the in-

creafe of the bulk and blacknefs thereof: then you
fee immediately the cloud (which was immoveable
before) drive along, and the fpout keeping the fame

courfe for half an hour, till the fucking is over, and

then breaking off, all the water that was below the

fpout, or pendulous cloud, falls again into the fea>

with a terrible noife and claftiing; however, thefe

fpouts are more terrible than dangerous.

December i, (leering fouth, with a fouth fouth-

eaft wind, at 3* 3+' fouth latitude, we got fight of

the ifle of Bouton, about ten leagues fouth-weft of
us : the 5th, we got clofe to the north- wefl: end of
Bouton Ifle, but the harbour is at the eafl: fide of it,

in 4° 54' fouth latitude. This ifland fl:retches twenty-

five leagues in length fouth-wed, and north-weft four

leagues from the fouth-eaft end of the ifle of Celebes

;

its breadth is ten leagues : within a league of the

harbour, and half a mile from the fca, is a long town

I 2 called
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called Callafufung, feated on the top of a fmall hill,

in a pleafant plain, inclofed with a walk of cocoa-

trees, and about thefe with a ftrong ftone wall. Tlie

inhabitants are not unlike the Mindanayans, but

neater, are Mohammedans, and fpeak the Malayan

language. The 6th, they brought us eggs, fowls»

potatoes, &c. aboard; and the fultan came after-

wards in perfon in a boat, guarded by ten or twelve

mufqueteers. We ftaid here till the 1 2th ; and then,

ffeering to the fouth-eaft, we pafled near four or five

fmall ifles, 5* 40' fouth latitude, fix leagues from

Callafufung harbour. The 28th, wefaw the north-

weft point of Timor, diftant eight leagues fbuth-eaft

by eaft. The iflc of Timor is high and mountainous,

ftretching in length feventy leagues north-eall a;;d

fouth-wcft, its breadth fixteen leagues, the middle

of it in 9** fouth latitude. The 29th, we flood off

fouth toward New Holland, part of the Terra Au-
flralis incognita.

The jj I ft, we flood to the fouth wind at weft, in

i2i*' 20' latitude; at night we flood in the north for

fear of a ftioal, laid down in the charts, at 23** 50',

bearing fouth by weft from the eafl end of Timor

:

in the morning we faw the flioal, being a fpot of

land appearing above the furface of the water, with

divers rocks about it, ten feet above the water. It

is of a triangular form, each fide one league and a
half long. This fhoal is reprefented in our charts

fixteen or twenty leagues from New Holland *, Dut

we ran at leaft fixty leagues afterward due fouth

before we fell in with it.

January 4, 1688, we fell in with the land of New*
HoUand, at 16*50' latitude; and, running along to

the eaft twelve leagues,, came to a point of land,

three leagues to the eaft of which is a deep bay. We
anchored a league to the eaft of this point, January

5> two miles from the ftiore, in 29 fathom, hard fand

and clean ground.

New
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New Holland is a vaft track of land, that neither

joins to Afia, Africa, or America *. It was even

low and fandy ground, the points only excepted^

which arc rocky, and fome ifles in this bay. This

part had no frefh water, except what was dug, but
.

divers forts of trees, and, among the reft, the dragon-

tree, which produces the gum-dragon, or dragon-

blood : we faw neither fruit-trees, nor fo much as the

track of any living animal, except one, which feemcd

to be the footftep of a beaft, of the bignefs of a large

maftiff-dog. The inhabitants are the moft miferable

wretches in the univerfe, having no houfes or cover-

ing but the heavens ; no garments, except a piece

of the bark of a tree, tied like a girdle round the

waifti no Iheep, poultry, or fruits, but feed upon

a few fiih, cockleS: muITels, and periwinkles ; with-

out religion or government, but cohabit promifcu-

oufly : tor the reft, their bodies are ftrait, thin, and

ftrong limbed, with great hands and eye-brows, and
round foreheads : Their eye-lids are conftantly half-

clofed, to keep the flies out, which are exceflive

troublefome here : they have large bottle-nofes, thick

lips, and wide mouths. Both men and women, old

and young, want the two fore teeth of the upper-

jaw*, but whether they draw them, I am not able to

tell. They have no beards, but black fhort curled

hair, like the African negroes, and are as black as

thofe. Their weapons arc a fort of wooden cutlafles

;

inftead of a lance, they have a ftrait pole, ftiarpencd

and hardened at the end. Of their language I can

fay nothing, but that they fpeak pretty much in the

throat. We landed feveral times, and at laft brought

them to fomething of a familiarity with us, by giv-

ing them fome old cloaths •, but could never prevail

with them to give us the leaft afliftance in carrying

* Sec Tafman's Voyage for difcoveries to the ibuthvvard i \A

the 2d vol.

1

3

water.
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water, or otherwife, they being very averfe to work-

ing.

March 12, we failed hence, taking our courfc

north. April 7, we got fight of the ifle of Sumatra,

bearing north, being then at 7° fouth latitude-, and,

the 8th, faw the well end of that ifle, being at 6°

fouth latitude. May i, we ran down by the north-

weft end of Sumatra, direfting our courle to the Ni-

cobar iflands -, we got fight of them the 4th, aclufter

of iflands lying fouth of the Audeman ifles ; but the

molt foutherly of them is properly called the Nice-

bar, lying four leagues north north-weft from the

north weft end of Sumatra. The inhabitants trade

promifcuoufly with all the European nations -, their

chief commodities being ambergrife, and fruits.

May 5, we anchored in a fniall bay, at the north-

weft end of the ifle of Nicobar, properly fo calied> in

eight fathom water -, its length is twelve leagues, the

breadth three or four, in 7° 30' north latitude. It

pro<iLces plenty of cocoas and mallories, a fruit of

the bignefs of the bread fruit at Guam (before-men-

tioned) which the natives boil in water in covered

jars. The inhabitants here are ftrait-limbed, long-

vifaged, with black eyes, and well-proportioned

nofes J their hair is lank and black, their complexion

of a copper-colour i the women have no eye-brows

;

I fuppofe they pulled them out, becaufe the men did

not like them : the men wear only a kind of fafh

round their middle. And the women nothing but a

petticoat from the waift to the knees : their language

had fome words of Malayan and Portuguefe in it
j

their habitations were built upon pofts near the fea-

fide, but I could find no fettled government among
them. Mr Hall, Mr. Ambrofe, and I, being defir-

ous to leave the unruly crew we failed with, were fet

aftiore on this ifle, with an intent to go hence to

Achin.

Accordingly we left this ifle May 5, with four

Malayans and ^ Portuguefe, in a Nicobar canoe, not

inuch
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much bigger than our below-bridge London wher-

ries i
we rowed to the fouth four at a time, by turns.

The 7th we looked out for Sumatra, fuppofing we
were within twenty leagues of it ; but, inltead there-

of, law Nicobar at eight leagues diftance ; at noon

we found 6° 55' latitude. The 18th, the wind in-

creafing upon us, we were forced to run before the

wind and fea •, the tempell was fo violent, that we
expeded every moment to have been fwallowed by
the fea waves. The 19th, to our great joy, one of

our Malayan friends cried out Pulo Way, i. e. the

Ifleof Way, fituated near the north-weft end of Sa*

macra, which, about noon, we difcovered to be the

very iile of Sumatra. The high land they had mif-

taken tor the iQe of Way, proved the Golden Moun-
tain of Sumatra. The 20th, we fleered with a weft

wind for the fhore ; and, in the afternoon, anchored

near the mouth of the river Paflange lonca (in the

ifle of Sumatra) thirty-fix leagues to the eaft of Achin,

and fix leagues to the Weft of Diamond Point. As
we were half dead with the fatigues of this voyage,

we were tarried to a fmall fiftier-town near the river,

where we were kindly treated by the inhabitants, and

ftaiJ till June, when we left this place; and, in three

days lail, arrived at Achin. In July following, I

went with captain Welden to Tonquin, and returned

to Achin in April 1689, where I fl aid till Septem-

ber; when, making a (hort voyage to Manacca, I

came thither againft Chridmas 1690. Soon after,

I went to Fort St. George ; whence, after a ftay of

five months, I came back to Bencoolen, an Englifli

faftory on the weft coaft of Sumatra. An Indian

prince, whofe name was leoly, was purchafed by
one Mr. Moody at Mindanao, together with his mo-
ther : Mr. Moody and I went together to Bencoo-

len ; where, at parting, he gave me half the ftiare in

this painted prince, and his mother, and left them
in my cuftody. They were born in the ifle of Mean-
gis, abounding in gold, cloves, and nutmegs, as

I 4 himielf
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himfelf told me : He was curioufly painted down to

the bre^ft, and betwixt his Ihoulders behind, but

ipoft of all on the thighs before, after the nature of

flower-work. By what I could underftand, this paint-

ing was done by pricking the fkin, and rubbing in it

a certain gum of a tree, called Damurer, ufed in-

(lead of pitch in fome part of the Indies. As to his

captivity, he faid, that, as one day, he, his father

and mother, were going in a canoe to one of the

two adjacent ifles, they were taken by fome Minda-

nayan filhermen, who fold them all to the interpreter

of Raja L^ut, with whom he and his mother lived

as flaves five years, and then were fold for fixty dol-

lars to Mr. Moody. Some time afterward, Mr.
Moody prefented me alfo with his (hare in them,

but the mother died not long after, and I had much
ado to fave the fon*s life.

During my flay at Bencoolen, I ferved in the qua-

lity of a gunner of the fort ; but, my time being ex-

pired, I got aboard captain Heath, in the Defence,

with my painted 'priqce, in order to my return for

England. January 25, we failed in company of

three fhips more ; but had not been long at fea, be-

fore a fatal diftemper raged aboard us, which we at-

tributed to the badnefs of the water taken in at Ben-

coolen during the land-floods, which is often impreg-

nated vyith the tinctures of poifonpus roots or herbs :

the befl: remedy we had, was to mix fome tamarinds

with the rice we eat, which I believe preferved the

lives of many of our men, having fcarce fo many men
left as were able, but with great difiiculty, to bring

ns to %ht Cape of Good Hope, where we came to

an anchor the beginning of April, by the afiiftancp

pf a Dutch captain and his men.
After a ftay of fix weeks hpre, we failed. May 3,

towards St. Helena, an ifle feated in 16° fouth la-

titude, where we arrived June 20. It b ;*hout ninr

leagues long i and, though 400 leagues iVom the con-

tinent, enjovs a ferene air, (except in (he rainy fe^-

' '

' fon)
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fon) and a temperate and healthy climate *, which,

together with the refreftiing herbs this ifland pro-

duces, is the reafon that our Eaft India (hips touch

here to recover their feamen from the fcurvy, which

they do in a little time. This ifle, after its firft dif-

covery by the Portuguefc, was pofleffed by the Dutch;

but thefe relinquilhing it for the Cape of Good Hope,
the Englifh fettled Here till 1672, when they were
beaten opt of it by the Dijtch, who were forced, foon

after, to furrender it again to the Englilh, under cap-

tain Monday^ We have now a fort there, with a

garrlfon, and a good number of great guns, to de-

tend the common landing-place, being a fmall bay,

not above 500 paces wide : within this bay ftands

a fmall Englifh town -, the inhabitants having their

plantations deeper into the country, which furnifti

jhe^i with potatoes, plantains, bananas, hogs, bul-

locks, cocks, and hens, ducks, geefe, and turkeys,

in vaft plenty. July 2, 1 691, we left this ifle, (leer-

ing our courfe for England. We took the niid-way,

betwixt Africa and the American continent, (till to

the north of the line ; and came to an anchor in the
Downs, September 16, following. After my arrival

in the Thames, being in want of money, I fold, at

firft, part of the property I had in the before-men-
tioned prince leoly, and by degrees all the reft. I

underftood afterward, that he was carried about for

a fight, and fhewn for money ; and that at laft he
.died of the fmall-pox at Oxford,

%'
THE
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VOYAGEofCapt. WOODES ROGERS
in the Duke, and Capt. STEPHEN
COURTNEY in the Duchess, round the

WORLD. - > f * '

IT has been univerfally allowed by thofe who are pro-

per judges of fuch expeditions, that there never

was any voyage of this nature fo happily adjufted, fo

well provided for in all refpefts, or in which the ac-

cidents, that ufually happen in privateers, were fo ef-

fedually guarded againft as in this : which was chiefly

owing to the perfonal abiliries of the gentlemen at

Briftol, who charged themfelves, not only with the

expences of this expedition, but with the care of all

things relating to it Their firft concern was the choice

of proper officers, in which they were very fortunate:

captain Woodes Rogers, who commanded in chief,

was a bold, aftive, indefatigable officer, one that

would not give up his opinion too readily to others,

and who was not to be flattered by other peoples

giving up their opinions to him. He had been a

large fufierer by the French, and was naturally no

great friend to that nation ; but his mofl: Angular

quality, and that which indeed recommended him to

this command, was a peculiar art he had of main-

taining his authority over his feamen, and his readi-

nefs in finding out expedients in the mofl: difficult

conjun<5lures. Captain Stephen Courtney was a man
of birth, fortune, and of very amiable qualities

:

he contributed confiderably to the expence of the

voyage,
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voyage, and took a (hare in it, that he might fee

how it was managed, and be able either to prevent

mifcarriages, or, at leaft to make a faithful report

of them. Captain Thomas Dover, who was third

in command, was a proprietor alfo, and went for

the fame reafon. He was by profeflion a phyfician,

and, toward the decline of his life, made a noife in

the world, by recommending the ufe of crude mer-

cury. He was a man of a rough temper, and could

not eafily agree with people about him : but his un-

toward difpofltion had one good efFedt, which was

this ; that it hindered his making any party to fup-

port him in his ill humours. As for captain Edward
Cooke, who was fecond to captain Courtney, he had

been twice taken by the French, once by four Dun-
kirk privateers, and again by two men ot war of fifty

guns. The pilot, in the larger (hip, was captain

William Dampier, who was now to proceed for the

fourth time into the fouth feas, where his name was
very well known, and, from his exploits, terrible to

the Spaniards ; and they were alfo extremely careful

in the choice of their inferior officers, and, as far as

it was poflible, even of their private men.

The proprietors, in the next place, undertook to

lay down rules for the condudt of the voyage ; which
were digefted and figned by a committee of the pro-

prietors, and llyled, very properly. The Conftitu-

tion.

We have two accounts of this voyage, one by
captain Rogers, the other by captain Cooke, and
both in the manner of a Jo4rnal. That of captain

Rogers will be principally regarded •, but, where it

is neceiTary, explanatory circumitances and defcrip-

tions will be borrowed from captain Cooke. To
proceed therefore : all things neceflary being pro-

vided, fays Mr. Rogers, we were tirft to fail for Cork,
in order to make up our complement of men ; our
force ftanding thus : the Duke, burden about 300
tons, 30 guns, and 170 men, captain Woodes Ro-

gers
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gcrs commander, captain Thomas Dover fecond cap-

tain, with three lieutenants, Sfc. and the Duchels,

captain Stephen Courtney commander, captain Ed-
ward Cooke fecond captain, with three lieutenants,

burden 270 tons, 26 guns, and 151 men : both fhips

had legal commiflions from his royal highnefs prince

George of Denmark, I^ord high admiral of England,

to cruife on the coafts of Peru and Mexico, in the

South Seas, againft her majefty*s enemies, the French
and Spaniards -, and to adt jointly, as belonging to

the fame owners, merchants in Bridol. On the 15th

of June, 1 708, we towed down from Hong-road to

King- road, in order to fit our fhip, and the better

to keep our feamen on board ; where we continued

till Monday Auguil the ill ; and then, at eleven in

the forenoon, unmoored •, and at two weighed, with

our confort the Duchefs, eight fail of other (hips,

and two floops. «
•" ^

On the 5th of Auguft, we had fight of the Irifh

Ihore i and, about eight in the evening, we weighed
with the Hood, a fmall gale at call : we had a Kin-

fale pilot on board, who endangered our (hip, it be-

ing dark and foggy. Before day, he would have

turned us into the next bay to t)>e weftward of Cork,

had not I prevented it -, which provoked me to chaf-

tife him for undertaking to pilot a (hip, fince he un-

derftood his bufinefs no better. We (pent the time

till the 27th of Auguft, in adjufting all things, and

taking on board our freili men provided for us at

Cork, and in difcharging feveral we had brought

from Briftol, and whom, by experience, we knew not

to be fit for our purpofe. We had now above double

the number of oflicers ufual in privateers, and a large

complement of men to each (hip. We took this

method of doubling our officers, to prevent muti-

nies, which often happen in long voyages -, and that

we might have a large proviiion for a fucceflion of

ofiicers in each fiiip, in cafe of mortality. Our (hip

was now fo full, that we fent our fiieet-cable, and

other
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other new ftore-cordage, to Mr. Noblet Rog s, if,

Cork, to make room for our men and providons

having three cables betide, and being willing i ither

to fpare that, than any thing elfe we had on board.

Our crew were continually marrying while we ftaid

at Cork, though they expected to fail immediately.

Among others, there was a Dane coupled by a Ro-

mifh prieft to an Irifh woman, without underftand-

ing a word of each other's language, fo that they

were forced to ufe an interpreter j yet I perceived,

that this pair feemed more afflicted at feparation than

any of the reft : the fellow continued melancholy for

feveral days after we were at fea. The reft, undfr-

ftanding each other, drank their cans of fiip till

the laft minute, concluded with a health to our good

voyages, and their happy meeting, and then parted

unconcerned. Moft of us, the chief officers, em-
braced this defign of privateering round the world,

to retrieve the lofTes we had fuftained by the enemy.

Our complement of failors in both fhips was 333, of

which above one third were foreigners from moft

nations; feveral of her majefty's fubjefls on board

were tinkers, taylors, hay-makers, pedlars, fidlers,

&c. one negro, and about ten boys. With this

mixed crew we hoped to be well manned, as foon as

they had learned the ufe of arms, and got their fea-

legs, which we doubted not foon to teach them, and
bring them to difcipline.

On the firft of September we took failing or-

ders, the better to keep company with the Haftings

and fleet ; after having agreed with our confbrt

"

captain Courtney, on fignals between us, and ap- •

pointed places of rendezvous, in cafe of feparation, ^

and how long to lie for each other at every place.

'

About ten in the morning we came to fail with the

Haftings, and about twenty merchant (hips bound
to the fouthward and weftward. On the 4th it blew
frelh in the morning: captain Paul made a fignal;

for me, captain Courtney, and captain Edwards, com-
mander

^
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mander of the Scipio; and, after fpeaking with him,

he lent his boat for us, being larger than ours : we,

with Mr. Dover and Mr. Vanbrugh, went in her,

and found captain Paul aboard his (hip. He pro-

pofed to me and confort, when he left the fleet,

which would be very foon, to cruife a few days to-

gether off cape Finifter. After having alked us what
we wanted, that he could fupply us with, he gave

us fcrubbers, iron fcrapers for the (hip-bottom, a

fpeaking trumpet, and other things that we had not:

but would accept nothing from us, becaufe our voy-

age would be long •, but told us, he (hould be well

pleafed, if our owners returned him the fame necef-

faries for his (hip when he came back. About fix in

the evening we returned to our own (hip, and hav-

ing Called all our crew upon deck, we acquainted

them whither we were bound, and what our defigns

were, that, in cafe any difputes hadarifen, we might
have lent the mutineers home in her majefty's (hip

of war ; but there was nobody at all di(ratisfied, ex-

cept one poor fellow, who was to have been tything-

man that year, and was apprehenfive his wife would
be obliged to pay forty (hillings for his default ; bur,

when he faw every body elfe eafy, with ftrong hopes

of plunder, he likewife grew quiet by degrees, and

drank as heartily as any body, to the good fuccefs of

the voyage.

On the loth, about fix in the morning, we faw a

fail, to which we immediately gave chacc : about

three in the afternoon we came up with her, and

then (he bore downright upon us, (hewing Swedilh

colours : I (ired twice at her, before (he brought to •,

then went aboard her with my yaul, captain Court-

ney's boat being Jul before me. We examined the

tnafter, and found he came round Scotland and Ire-

land) we fufpecbed he had contraband goods on

board, but we found it difficult to prove (he was a

|)ri2e ; and not being willing to hinder time by carry-

V . . - -
.

ing
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ing her into any harbour, to examine her farther*, we

Icl her go without the leaft embezzlement. ^ j 'j-r ->

While I was on board the Swede, our men mu-

tinied*, the ring-leaders being our boatfwain, and

three other interior officers. This morning, tlie

chief officers having kept with me in the after-

part of the ihip, we confined the authors of this

dilbrder, in which there was not one foreigner

concerned : we put ten of the mutineers in irons.

This mui ny would not have been eafily laid, were

it not for the number of our officers, which we began

to find very neceffary to bring our crew to order and

difcipline; which is always very difficult in priva-

teers, and without which i: is impofTiblc to carry on

any diftant undertaking like ours. The next day I

difcharged the priioners out of irons, on their hum-
ble fubmiffion, and mod folemn promifes of dutiful

behaviour for the futtire : fuch among them as were

petty officers, we reftored to their commands, and

all on board were forbid to difobey or reproach them,

on account of any pad: errors in their coiidufl ; fo

that now we were all quiet again, and the crew in

exceeding good humour, things having ended much
beyond their expeftations, there not beting a man in

irons who would not willingly have compounded for

a whipping •, and were therefore exceflive brilk and

diligent to (hev/ their gratitude for having efcaped it.

On the 1 8th, at five in the morning, we faw a

fail right a-head, between Fuerteventura and Grand
Canary : we chafed, and at ten came up with and
took her. She was a fmall Spanilh fhip, bound from
Teneriff to Futrrteventura, with feveral mcii and
women palTengers, and laden with fundry ibrts of

goods. The next day, at eight in the morning, bore

away for Oratavia road, where we ftood ofF-and-on,.

and fent away the prize's boat, with one of the.

owners agents, a pricft, and the matter of the prize,

.

to treat about ranfoming the veflelj and to get wine,

provifions, and other neceiT^ries, for both ffiips.

About
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About eight in the morning, of the 20th, a boat

came from the town, with a letter from the Englilh

merchants refiding there, wherein they expoftulatcd

with us for making a prize of the bark, alleging,

that there was a free trade agreed to in thofe iflands,

between her majefty of Great Britain, and the kings

of France and Spain, fo religioufly obferved by the

latter, that they had caufed an Englifh (hip, taken

there by a French privateer, to be reftored : and
farther, reprefenting the danger that might arife to

themfelves, living upon permiflion in the enemy's

country, if the faid bark were not immediately

given up, for I'vhich reprilhls would be made on
them ; as alfo, that we ihould be anfwerable at home
for interrupting the fettled commerce. Captain

Rogers, and captain Courtney, immediately return-

ed an anfwer ; importing, that, having no inftruc-

tions relating to the Spanilh veflfels trading among
thofe iflands, they could not juftify parting with the

bark on their bare opinions, without fome order

or proclamation of her majefty ; the Englifli being

prote«Sed there only on anchoring-ground, and the

bark being taken at fea : that, in cafe Mr. Vanbrugh
were not reftored, they would carry away all the

prifoners they had ; and, if they apprehended any

detriment to the fadlory, they might ranfom the

bark, and fetk their redrefs in England. They de-

fired difpatch, there being no time to lofe-, and,

upon fending back Mr. Vanbrugh, they would rc-

leafe their prifoners.

At night another letter came in anfwer to this,

from Mr. William Poulden, the conful j the effedt

whereof was. That the Englilh men of v/ar were

civilly received there, and never committed hoftili-

ties; and that it was ftrange we fliould infift on

ranfoming any Spaniards, v.' ho were never made pri-

foners in England, or elfewhere: and the governor

there delivered up to him any Englilh prifoners

that were brought in by privateers j wherefore hs

defired

M
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defired thofe in our cuftody might be difmlffedi'

and the bark difcharged, excepting a prefent of wine

in return. With this, from the aforefaid conful at the

city of Laguna, came another from the above-men-

tioned merchants at Oratavia port, much to the fame

purport with the others, only offering to pay the va-

lue of 450 pieces of eight, the fum demanded for the

bark, in wine, brandy, fugar, oil, barley, and greens^

to prevent incenfing the natives againft them, not

queftioning but reparation would be made them in

England. I'he captains Rogers and Courtney re-

plied at the fame time, threatening to cruile among
the iflands, to make amends for their loll time, and

to cannonade the town of Oratavia, unlcfs they re-

ceived fatisfadlion. On the 2 2d, at four in the

morning, we flood in for the Ihore, making a clear

fhip; but, foon after, we faw a boat coming, with

our owners agent, and Mr. Crofs, one of the Englilh

merchants, bringing live buts of wine, and other re-

frefhments. We lay by ofr the town, took the goods

out of the prize, fold the bark to Mr. Crofs for 450
dollars, and put the prifoners aboard her. Thus
ended this troublefome afl^air, and we were once more
at liberty to mind our own concerns* and to think of

profecuting our voyage, which we did, after firft

holding a committee^ where the whole of the late

tranfadion was candidly examined, and unanimoufly

approved; which method, for every body's fecurity,

we fleadily purfued through the whole voyage; and
felt the happy cfFed of it on our return^ when every

tranfaftion appears in its proper light to our owners.

On the laft of September we ran by Santa Lucia,

one of the cape de Verd iflands ; and, by eight in

the morning, being very near the weft end of the

illand of St. Vincent, we bore away between it and
the ifland of St. Antony, and then into the harbour

of St. Vincent; and, about eleven a clock, came to

an anchor in ten fathom water, within the rock

:

then feeing feveral men afhore, and knowing the

Vol. III. K ifland
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idand not to be inhabited, captain Cooke went in

the pinnace armed, to fee what they were, and found

them to be Portugucfe, co.ne from the idand of St.

Antony to catch Tea tortoife, or, as the feamcn call

them, turtles ; who told him, we might wood and

water here. This ifland lies in latitude of i6<* 55'

north, and 25** 36' longitude from the meridian of

London. There are on it great plenty of Guinea

hens, fome hogs and goats ; and, in the road, we
caught plenty of fifh. In the woods there are abun-

dance of large fpiders, as big as fmali walnuts ; and

their webs very troublefome to get through, being

as ftrong as ordinary threads, and very many of

them. While we lay here, new difturbances arofe

amongft the men in relation to plunder; for here we
had an opportunity of purchafing, things, and there-

fore every man wilhed, that he had fomething to

purchafe with. The effects taken in the late prize

occafioned thefe heart-burnings ; to put an end to all

which, and to fix the people in a firm refolution of

doing their duty, we determined to fettle this affair

at once, by framing fuch articles, as, without giving

our owners any ground of complaint, might infpire

the feamen with courage and conftancy, and make
them as willing to obey, as their officers were ready

to command. It coil fome trouble to adjuft and

fettle thefe articles; but that was thoroughly com-

penfated, by our finding, that they effeftually

anfwered our purpofej and that, among fuch a

number of people, there was not one who rcfufed to

comply.

We were at this time under fome difficulties upon

another account; we had fent our linguift on (hore to

get refrefliments, and after Itaying two days, in

which time we heeled and cleaned our (hips, and got

wood and water on board, our boat returned with

nothing but limes and tobacco, and no news of our

linguiit: but, loon after, there came another boat,

belonging to that part of the iQand where the go-

vernor
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vernor lives, with his deputy governor, a negro,

who brought limes, tobacco, oranges, fowls, po-

tatoes, hogs, bananas, mu(k, water-melons, and

brandy, which we bought of him, and paid in fuch

prize-goods as we had left of the bark's cargo, cheap

enough. They are poor people, and will truck at

any price for what they want, in fuch payments as

they can make. We were now ready to fail, and,

therefore, called a council, to confider what was to

be done with refpcd to our linguift, who had pro-

mifed the deputy governor to wait for him at the

water- fide, but was not fo good as his word •, and,

therefore, as this appeared to be intirely his o\vn

fault, the officers of both fhips came unanimoufly to

a refolution, that we had better leave him behind,

than fufFer two (hips to wait for one man who had

difobeyed his orders. We were the more inclined

to do this, in order to fet a proper example, that

other people might learn, when fent alhore, to com-

ply with their inftrudlions, and come on board di-

redlly when they had done their bufinefs; without

flanering themfelves, that fine words, and fair

excufes, would atone for breach of orders, and the

delay of the voyage, to gratify the humours and

fancies of private men. It was, indeed, but a very

indifferent place to leave him in -, but, on the other

hand, as he knew the language, was well acquainted

with the people among whom he was Icfc, and

might eafily find a paffage home, we perfifted in our

refolution, and gave the neceflary diredtions for fail-

ing as foon as pofiible, that we might not lofe the

advantage of the feafon, or be obfiged to double

Cape Horn at a wrong time of the year.
'

On the 8th of October, at feven in the evening,

after putting the deputy governor on alhore, where

he muft lie in an hole of the rocks, there being no
houfe on that part of the ifland, we failed-, our

confort having got before us, and lying with a light

for us. There were i'everal negroes on the ifland,

K 2 that
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that came from St. Nicholas, and St. Antonio, to

make oil of turtle, there being very good green

turtle at this time of the year, which I fometimes al-

lowed our men to eat •, they have likewife wild goats,

but in no great plenty, wild afles, Guiney hens,

kerlews, and abundance of fea fowl. Captain Dam-
pier, and others aboard our fhips, that had formerly

put in at St. lago, another of thefe Cape de Verd

iflands, told us, that though this ifland is not often

frequented by (hips, yet it is preferable to St. lago,

for fuch as art outward-bound -, becaufe it is a much
better road lor ihips, and more convenient for water

and wood, and has better landing. The ifland is

mountainous and barren ; the plainell part lies againO:

this fandy bay, where wc rode. The wood that

grows in it is Ihort, and fit for no ufe but firing.

The heats were exceffive to us, who came newly

from Europe*, fo that feveral of our men b^gan to

be fick, and were blooded. Some of our officers,

that went afhore to hunt, could meet no game, but

a wild afs, which, after a long chafe, they got

within fhot, and wounded; yet he afterwards held

out fo as to tire them, and they returned empty and

weary. Thefe iflands are fo well known, that I need

not fay much of them *. In our paffage toward the

coafl: of Brafi), fome new difputes arofe amongft

the men i and, after various confultations, it was

refolved, that one Page, who was a lecond mate on

the Duchefs, fliould be fent to ferve on board the

Duke, from whence Mr. Ballet was to remove on

board the Duchefs. Captain Cooke was fent to

execute this order; but Page refufed to obey it;

upon which a difpute followed, that ended in blows:

however. Page was at laft brought on board our fhip,

where, being charged with mutiny, he defired to go

to the head to eafe himfelf, before he made his de-

fence ; which being permitted, he jumped ovcr-

* See Robert's voyage to thefe iflands, in vol. ii,

board,
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board, in hopes of getting back to the Duchefs,

while both the captains were abfent; but he was

taken up, brought on board again, and punilhed,

which put an c.id to this diflention.

On the 1 8 th of November, we anchored before the

ifland of Grande in eleven fathom water. "While we
lay here, there were new quarrels, and things had

certainly come to a great height on board the Duchefs,

if captain Courtney had not put eight of the ring-

leaders immediately into irons ; which frighted the

reft, and, in all probability, prevented an attempt to

run away with the fhip: yet it did not quite free us

from ill humours-, for, on the 25th, in the after-

noon, two Irifh land-men dole into the woods, think-

ing to get away from us, though two fuch fparks ran

away the 23d from the Duchefs, and in the night

were fo frighted with tygers, as they thought, but

really by monkeys and baboons, that they plunged

into the water, hallooing to the Ihip, till they were

fetched aboard again. About four next morning,

the watch on the quarter-deck fpied a canoe, and

called her to come on board •, but they not anfwer-

ing, and ftriving to get away, made our people

fuiped they had either got our men that ran away,

or were coming, by agreement, to fetch them off the

ifland which was uninhabited. We immediately fent

the pinnace and yawl after them-, the pinnace, com-
ing up near the canoe, fired, to ftay them, but to no
purpofe; at laft, they wounded one of the Indians

that rowed in the canoe. He that owned and fteered

her was a friar, and had a quantity of gold, which
he got at the. mines, I fuppole by his trade of con-

fefling the ignorant. The friar had juft run the ca-

noe afliore on a little ifland, full of wood, as our

boats landed*, and afterward told us he had gold

there. A Portuguefe, that would not ru|i away with

the father, becaufe he had no gold to hide, knew our

people to be Englifli, and called the father back.

The man that was wounded could not move, and

. K 3 >^'as
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was brought by our men, with the father and fcveral

flaves, that rowed the large canoe, on board our Ihip,

where our furgeon dreffed the wounded Indian, who
died in two hours time. I made the father as wel-

come as I could; but he was very uneafy at the lofs

of his gold, and the death of his flave*, and faid, he

would feck for juftice in Portugal or England, The
next day, both our men were taken and put in irons-,

and the laft day of this month we left this place, of

which I Ihall give the reader a ihort defcription.

The ifland Grande is remarkably high land, with

a mall cliff and a tip ftanding up on one fide, in

the middle of the higheft land, eafy to be feen, if

clear And there is a fmall ifland to the fouthward

without it, which rifes in three little hummocks : the

neareft hummock to the ifland is the leaft; as we
came in-and-out we faw it, and it appears alike on

both fides. There is alfo a Angularly round white

rock, that lies on the larboard fide nearefl: to Grande,

between it and the main at the entrance going in.

On the ftarboard fide there are feveral iflands, and the

main is much like ifland , till you get well in The
belt way, when you open the coves that are inhabited

on the flarboard fide going in, is to get a pilot to

carry you to the watering cove within Grande; other-

wife fend in a boat to the frefli-water cove, which

lies round the inner wefl:ermofl: point of the ifland,

and near a league in the paffage is between fmall

iflands, but room enough, and bold : it is the fecond

cove under the firft high mount, and round behind

the firit point you fee when you are in between the

two iflands. This is the cove where we watered-,

there are two other coves very good, with fome flioal-

banks between them, but no flioal-ground before we
come to this cove. We founded all the paflage in,

and feldom found iefs than ten fathom water, but

had not time to know or found the reft of the coves.

The town bearK noriu eafl: about three leagues dif-

i 4ni, frop. this cove.

The
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The ifiand of Grande is near about nine leagues

long, high land, and fo is the main within : all you

fee near the water-fide is thick, covered with wood.

The ifland abounds with monkeys, and other wild

beafts ; has plenty of good timber, fire-wood, and

excellent water, with oranges and lemons, with gua-

vas growing wild in the woods. The neceflaries we
got from the town were rum, fugar, and tobacco,

which they fell very dear, though not good to fmoke,

it is fo very llrong. We had alfo fowls and hogs, but

the latter are fcarce •, beef and mutton are cheap,

but no great quantity to be had. Indian corn, ba-

nanas, and plantains, guavas, lemons, oranges, and

pine-apples, they abound with, but have no bread,

x'^xcept cafTada, (the fame fort as is eaten in our Weft

Indies) which they call faranada pan, bread of wood

;

they have no kind of falading. We had fine plea-

fan t weather moft of the time we were here, but hot

like ^n oven, the fun being right over us. The
winds we did not much obferve, becaufe they were

little and variable, but commonly between the north

and the eaft. I had Newhoff's account of Bra-

fil on board; and, by all the inquiry and obfer-

vation I could make, found his defcription of the

country, its product, and animals, to be juft *.

We continued our voyage, coafting very far to

the fouth, where we endured great cold, which
afFeftcd our men extremely, infomuch that a third

part of both fhips companies fell fick; and this in-

duced us to bear away for the ifland of Juan Fer-

nandez; which we, however, did not find very eafily,

on Account of its being laid down differently in all

the charts ; and captain Dampier likewife was at a

lofs, though he had been here fo often, and though
he had a map of the ifland in his head, that agreed

exadtly with the country when we came to fee it

:

which ought to induce fea-offiteri to prefer what is

• See NieuhofTs account of Brafil, in our firll volume, .

K 4 properly
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properly their bufinefs to idle amufements ; fince,

with all this knowledge, we were forced to make
^he main-land of Chili in order to find this illand, and

did not ftrike it witjiout difficulty at laft *.

On February i, 1709, we came before that ifland,

having had a good obfervation the day before, and

found our latitude to be 34*^ 10' fouth. In the af-

ternoon, we hoifted out our pinnace; and captain

Dover, with the boat's crew, went in her to go alhore,

though we could not be lei's than four leagues off.

As foon as the pinnace \yas gone, I went'*on board

the Duchefs, who admired our boat attempting going

afliore at that diftance from land. It was againft my
inclination •, but, to oblige captain Dover, I let her

go ; as foon as it was dark, we faw a light a{hore.

Our boat was then about a league from the ifland»

and bore away for the (hips as foon as fhc faw the

lights : we put our lights aooard for the boat, though

fome were of opinion, the lights we faw were our

boat's lights : but, as night came on, it appeared too

large for that: we fired our quarter deck gun, and

feveral mufquets, fliewing lights in our mizen and

fore-Ihrouds, that our boat might find us whilft we
were in the lee of the iftand: about two in the

morning our boat came on board, having been two

hours on board the Duchefs, that took them up a-

ftern of us j we were glad they got well off, becaufe it

began to blow. We were all convinced the light was

on the fhore, and defigned to make our fhips ready

to engage, believing them to be French (hips at

anchor, and we muil cither fight them, or want wa-

ter. While we were under thefe apprehenfions, we
flood on the backfide of rhe ifland, in order to fall in

with the foutherly wiqd.^ tiJl we were palTed the

ifland -, and then we came back to it again, and ran

clofe aboard the land that begins to make the north-

^afl fide. We ftill continued to reafon upon this mat-

t See this ifland particularly defcribed in Anfon's voyage.

tQY\
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ter-, and it is in a manner incredible, what ftrangc

notions many of our people entertained from the

fight of the fire upon the ifland. It ferved, however,

to (hew peoples tempers and fpirits •, and we were

able to give a tolerable guefs how our men would

behave, in cafe there really were any enemies upon

the ifland. The flaws came heavy off the (hore, and

we were forced to reef our top-fails when we opened

the middle bay, where we expedled to have found

our enemy i but faw all clear, and no fhips, nor in the

other bay next the north-eaft end. Thefe two bays

are all that Ihips ride in, which recruit on this ifland;

but the middle bay is by much the beft. We gueffed

there had been ftiips there, but that they were gone

on fight of us.

We fent our yawl afliore about noon, with captain

Dover, Mi*. Fry, and fix men, all armed: mean
while we and the Duchefs kept turning tog^t in, and

fuch heavy flaws came off the land, that we were

forced to let go our top fail ftieet, keeping all hands

to ftand by our fails, for fear of the winds carrying

them away : but when the flaws were gone, we had

little or no wind. Thefe flaws proceeded from the

land, which is very high in the middle of the ifland.

As our boat did not return, we fent our pinnace with

the men armed, to fee what was the occafion of the

yawl's (lay ; for we were afraid, that the Spaniards

had a garrifon there, and might have feized them.

We put out a fignal for our boat, and the Duchefs

(hewed a French enfign. Immediately our pinnace

returned from the (hore, and brought abundance of
cray-fifh, with a man cloathed in goat-flcins, who
looked wilder than the firlt owners of them. He had
been on the ifland four years and four months, being

left there by captain Strbddling in the Cinque-ports;

his name was Alexander Selkirk, a Scotfman, who
had been mafter of the Cinque-ports, a fliip that

came here laft with captain Dampier, who told me,
that this was th^ bed man in her. 1 immediately

agreed
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agreed with him to be a mate on board our (hip

:

it was he who made the fire laft night when he faw our
fhips, which he judged to be Englifh. During his

ilay here, he faw feveral fhips pafs by, but only two
came in to anchor: as he went to view them, he

found them to be Spaniards, and retired from them •,

upon which they fliot at him : had they been French,

he would have fubrnitted •, but chofe to rifque his

dying alone on the iQand, rather than fall into the

hands of the Spaniards in thefe parts ; becaufe he

apprehended they would murder him, or make a

flave of him in the mines ; for he feared they would
fpare noTlranger that might be capable of difcover-

ing the South Seas, The Spaniards had landed, be-

fore he knew what they were ; and they came fo near

him, that he had much ado to efcape -, for they not

only (hot at him, but purfued him to the woods,

where he climbed to the top of a tree, at the foot of

which they made water, and killed feveral goats

juft by, but went off again without difcovering him.

He told us that he was born at Largo, in the

county of Fife, in Scotland, and was -bred a failor

from his youth. The reafon of his being left here,

was a difference between him and his captain;

which, together with the {hip's being leaky, made
him willing rather to Hay here, than to go along with

him at firft ; and, when he was at laft willing to go,

the captain would not receive him. He had been at

the iQand before to wood and water, when two of the

fhip's company were left upon it for fix months, till

the Ihip returned, being chafed thence by two French

South Sea fhips. He had with him his cloaths and

bedding, with a firelock, fome powder, bullets, and

tobacco, a hatchet, a knife, a kettle, a bible, fome

practical pieces, and his mathematical inftrumencs

and books. He divert d and provided for himfelf

as well as he could -, but, for the firft eight months,

hftd i.iuch ado to bear up againft melancholy, and

L'h'w*. terror of being left alone in fuch a defolate place.

. : He

:
-.1

I
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He built two huts with pimento-trees, covered them

with long grafs, and lined them with the fkins of

goats, which he killed with his gun as he wanted, fo

Jong as his powder lafted, which was but a pound 5

and that being almoft fpent, he got fire by rubbing

two fticks of pimento wood together upon his knee.

In the lefler hut, at fome diftance from the other, he

dreflcd his vidluais -, and in the larger he flept, and
employed himfelf in reading, Tinging pfalms, and
praying ; fo that he faid, he was a better chriftian,

while in this folitude, than ever he was before, or

than, he was afraid, he fhould ever be again. At
firft he never eat any thing till hunger conftrained

him, partly for grief, and partly for want of bread

and farlt : nor did he go to bed, till he could watch

no longer; the pimento wood, which burnt very

clear, ferved him both for fire and candle, and re-

frefhed him with its fragrant fmell. He might have

had fifti enough, bui would not eat them for want

of fait, becaule they occafioned a loofenefs, except

cray-fifh, which are as large as our lobfters, and
very good : thefe he fometimes boiled, and at other

times broiled, as he did his goats flefh, of which he
made very good broth, for they are not fo rank as

ours: he kept an account of 500 that he killed while

there, and caught as many more, which he marked
on the ear, and let go.

When his powder failed, he took them by fpeed

of feet ) for his way of living, continual exercife

of walking and running, cleared him of all grofs

humours ; fo that he ran with wonderful fwiftnefs

through the woods, and up the rocks and hills, as we
perceived when we employed him to catch goats for

us. We had a bull dog, which we fent, with feveral

of our nimbleft runners, to help him in catching

goats-, but he diftanced and tired both the dog and
the men, caught the goats, and brought them to us

on his back. He told us, that his agility in purfu-

ing a goat had once like to have coft him his life

;

he
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lie purfued it with fo much eagernefs, that he catch-

cd hold of it on the brink of a precipice, of which he

was not aware, the bufhes hidiiig it from him ; fo

that he fell with the goat down the precipice, a great

height, and was lb llunned and bruifed with the fall,

that he narrowly efcapcd with his life j and, when
he came to his lenfes, found the goat dead under

him : he lay there about twenty-four hours, and was
fcarce able to crawl to his hut, which was about a

mile diftant, or to ftir abroad again in ten days. He
came at laft to relifh his menc well enough without

fait or bread -, and, in the feafon, had plenty of good
turncps, which had been fowed there by captain

Dampier's men, and have now overfpread fome acres

of ground. He had enough of good cabbage from
the cabbage-trees, and feafoned his meat with the

fruit of the pimento-trees, which is the fame as Ja-

maica pepper, and fmells delicioufly : he found alfo

a black pepper, called Malageta, which was very

good to expel wind, and againft griping in tlie guts.

He foon wore out all his (hoes and cloaths by run-

ning in the woods; and, at laft, being forced to

Ihift without them, his feet became fo hard, that he

ran every where without difficulty ; and it was fome
time before he could wear fhoes after we found him

;

for, not being ufed to any fo long, his feet fwelled,

when he came firfl to wear them a^ain.

After he had conquered his melancholy, he di-

verted hiinfelf fometimes with cutting his name on

the trees, and the time of his being left, and conti-

nuance there. He was at firft much peftered with

cats and rats, that had bred in great numbers, from

fome of each fpecies, which had got alhore from fhips

that put in there to wood and water : the rats gnawed
his feet and cloaths whilft aHeep, which obliged him
to cherifh the cats with his goats flelh, by which

many of them became fo tame, that they would lie

about him in hundreds, and foon delivered him from

the rats: he likewife tamed fome kids-, and, to divert

himfelf.
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himfclf. would now-and-then fing and dance with

them, and his cats : fo that, by the favour of Provi-

dence, and vigour of his youth, being now but

thirty years old, he came, at laft, to conquer all the

inconvenicncies of his folitude, and to be very eafy.

When his cloaths were out, he made himfelf a coat

and a cap of goat-fkins, which he ftitched together,

with little thongs of the fame, that he cut with his

knife. He had no other needle, but a nail ; and,

when his knife was worn to the back, he made
others, as well as he could, of fome iron hoops, that

were left afliore, which he beat thin, and ground

upon (tones. Having fome linen-cloth by him, he

fewed him fome ihirts with a nail, and ftitched them
with the worfted of his old ftockings, which he pull-

ed out on purpofe. He had his laft fliirt on when
we found him in the iftand *.

At his firft coming on board us, he had fo much
forgot his language, for want of ufe, that we could

fcarce underftand him ; for he feemed to fpeak his

words by halves. "We offered him a dram j but he

would not touch it, having drank nothing but water

fince his being there ; and it was fome time before he

could relifti our vidluals. He could give us an ac-

count of no other produdl of the idand, than what

we have mentioned, except fome black plums, whicli

are very good, but hard to come at, the trees, which

bear them, growing on high mountains and rocks.

Pimento-trees are plenty here, and we faw fome of

fixty feet high, and about two yards thick ; and cot-

ton-trees higher, and near four fathom round in the

ftock. The climate is fo good, that the trees and grafs

are verdant all the year round. The winter lafts no
^ ' - ^

* When Mr. Selkirk came to England, he put his papers into the

hands of the famous Mr. Daniel Defoe, to digell for publication ;

but that induftrious gentleman converted the materials into his w;;li

known hiftory of Robinfon Crufoe, and returned Mr. Selkirk his

papers again ; after thus defrauding him of the emolument he was (o

jullly entitled to hope from them, by this piece of craft.

longer



IsM

142 THE VOYAGE OF
longer than June and July, and is not then fevere,

there being only a fmall froft, and a little hail ; but

fometimes great rains. The heat of the fummer is

equally moderate ; and there is not much thunder,

or tempeftuous weather of any fort. He faw no veno-

mous or favage creature on the ifland, nor any other

fort of beads, but goats, the firft of which had been

put afhore here, on purpofe for a breed, by Juan
Fernandez, a Spaniard, who fettled there, with

fome families, till the continent of Chili began to

fubmit to the Spaniards ; which, being more profi-

table, tempted them to quit this ifland, capable,

however, of maintaining a good number of pec^le,

and being made fo ftrong, that they could not be

cafily diflodged from thence. * -:*
•

" •' " '^-^ ''

February 3, we got our fmith's forge on Ihore,

fet our coopers to work, and made a little tent for

me to have the benefit of the air. The Duchefs had

alfo a tent for their fick men ; fo that we had a fmall

town of our own here ; and every body employed, a

few men fupplied us all with fifh of feveral forts, all

very good, in fuch abundance, that, in a few hours,

we could take as many, as would ferve 200. There
were fea-fowls in the bay, as large as geefc ; but eat

iilhy. The governor (as we called Selkirk) never

failed of procuring us two or three goats a day for

our fick men ; by which, with the help of the

greens, and the wholfome air, they recovered very

foon of the fcurvy i fo that captain Dover and I both

thought it a very agreeable feat, the weather being

neither too hot, nor too cold. We fpent our time,

till the loth, in refitting our fhips, taking wood on

board, and laying in water, that which we brought

from England and St. Vincent, being fpoiled by the

badncis of the cafks. We likewife boiled up about

eighty gallons of fea-lions oil, as we might have

done feveral tons, had we been provided with ^eflels.

We refined it for our lamps, and to fave candles.

The failors fometimes ufe it to fry their meat, for

want
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want ^ butter, and find it agreeable enough. The

men, who worked on our rigging, eat young feels,

which they preferred to our (hip's vidtuaJs, and faid,

it was as good as Englilh lamb, though I (hould have

been glad of fuch an exchange. We made what

hafte we could to get all the necelTaries on board,

being willing to lofe no time ; for we were informed

at the Canaries, that five ftout French ihips were

coming together to thefe feas.

On February 13, we held a confultation, in which

we made feveral regulations for preferving fecrecy,

difcipline, and ftridt honefty, on board both veffels;

and, on the 17th, we fettled another matter of as

great importance, which was, that two men from on

board the Duke fhould be put on board the Duchefs,

and two men from on board the Duchefs on board

the Duke, in order to fee, that juftice was recipro-

cally done by each fhip*s company to the other. On
the 28th, we hoifted both pinnaces into the water, to

try them under fail, with a gun fixed in each of

them, and whatever elfe was requifite to render them
very ferviceable fmall privateers. We found the

nights very cold, and the days not near fo warm as

might have been expected in that latitude, where

there never falls any rain, but fuch dews in the night,

as are equivalent to it, though the air is, generally

fpeaking, ferene. On May 15, in the evening, we
faw a fail : our confort, being nenrcft, foon took her.

She was a little vefTel, of fixteen ton, from Payta,

bound to Cheripe for flour, with a fmall fum of mo-
ney to purchafe it •, the mafter's name Antonio He-
liagos, a Meftizo, or one begotten between an Indian

and a Spaniard \ his crew eight men, one of them
a Spaniard, one a negro, and the reft Indians. We
afked them for news; and they afTured us, that all the

French (hips, being feven in number, failed out cf
thefe feas fix months ago ; and that no more were to

return : 'adding, that the Spaniards had fuch an aver-

fion to them, that, at Callao, the fea-port for Lima,

. they
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they killed fo many of the French, and quarrelled

fo frequently with them, that none were fuffered to

come aftiore there for fomc time before they failed

from thence. After we had put men on board the

prize, he haled ofFclofe on a wind for Lobos, having

fhot within it ; and, had we not been better informed

by the crew of the prize, might have endangered our

fhips, by running in farther, becaufe there are Ihoals

between the ifland and the main. There is a paflagc

for boats to windward to come into the road, which

is to the leeward of thefe iflands, in a found between

them, it is not half a mile broad; but above a

mile deep ; has from ten to twelve fathom water,

and good anchor ground. There is no coming in

for ihips, but to leeward of the iOands. We went in

with a fmall weather-tide, though I never perceived

it to flow above three feet whilft we lay here. The
wind commonly blows foutherly, veering a little to

the eaftward. On the eaftermoil ifland (which was

on our larboard fide as we lay at anchor in the

found) there is a round hummock, and behind it a

fmall cove, very fmooth, deep, and convenient enough

for a fhip to careen in. There we haled up, and

fitted our little frigate. The highefl: part of the ifland

appears, in the road, not much higher than a large

Ihip's top- mail-head. The foil is an hungry, white,

clayifii earth, mixed with liind and rocks. There is

no frefli water, or green thing, on the iflands. Here
is abundance ot vultures aliaS carrion-crows, which

looked fo like turkeys, that one of our officers, at

landing, bleflTed himfelf at the fight, and hoped to

fare delicioufly here. He was fo eager, that he would

not fl:ay till the boat could put him afliore -, but leaped

into the water with his gun, and, getting near enough

to a parcel, let fly at them : but, when he came to

take up his game, it ftunk infufit;rably, and made
us merry at his mifl:ake. ' The other birds here are,

penguins, pelicans, boobies, gulls, and a fott of fowls

like a teal, that neftle in holes on the land. Oar
mert
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men got loads of thein, which they ikinned, and

praifed them for very good meat. We found abun-

dance of bulruflies, and empty jars, that the Spanifh

lilhermen had left alhore. All over this coaft they

ufe jars inftead of cades for oil, wine, and all other

forts of liquids. Here is abundance of feals, and

feme fea-lions. The feals are much larger than at

Juan Fernandez i but the fur not fo fine. Our
people killed feveral, with a dcfign to eat their livers

;

butoneofour crew, a Spaniard, dying fuddenly af-

ter eating them, I forbad the ufe of them. Our
prifoners told us, they accounted the old feals very

unwholfome. The wind always blowing frefli over

the land, brought an ugly noifome fmell aboard from

the feals Ihore, which gave me a violent head-ach

;

and every body elfe complained of this naufeoua

fmell. We found nothing fo offenfive at Juan Fer-

nandez. Our prifoners told us, they expedted the

widow of the late viceroy of Peru would fliortly em-
bu"': for Acapulco, with her family and riches, and

iV ' : ?ayta to refrelh, or fail near in fight, as cuf-

to. 1 ;, in one of the king's fhips of thirty-fix guns;

and that, about eight months ago, there was a ihip

with 200,000 pieces of eight aboard, the reft of her

cargo liquors and flour, which had pafled Payta for

Acapulco. Our prifoners added, that they left feig-

nor Morel in a ftout fliip, with dry goods, for Lima,
recruiting at Payta, where he expeded in a few days

a French built fhip belonging to the Spaniards, to

come from Panama richly laden, with a bifliop

aboard. Payta is a common recruiting place to thofe

who go to or from Lima, or moft parts to windward,

in their trade to Panama, or any part of the coaft of

Mexico. Upon this advice, we agreed to fpend as

much time as pofiible cruifing ofi^ of Payta, without:

difcovering ourfelves, for fear of hindering our other

defigns.

On April i, we took a galleon, by which I mean
no more than a (hip built in that manner, commanded
Vol. III. L by
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by two brothers, whofe names were Jofeph and John
Morel. She Was of the burden of 500 ton, laden

with dry goods and negroes. The next day we took

another prize -, and, on the 7th, Mr. Vanbrugh was

removed from the council. But here our authors

differ : captain Rogers fays, that captain Dover ac-

cufed him of great infolence to him ; but captain

Cooke fays, that it was captain Rogers himfelf that

accufed him, for offering to vote with him, right or

wrong, upon all occafions. It was a great pity thefe

difputes happened at that time, when all things were

preparing for adtion, and a refolution taken to at-

tack the town of Guiaquil, however provided ; in

order to which, it was determined to fend the Duke
and the Beginning to Payta, the latter to go in and

take a view of the harbour, to fee if there were any

Ihips in it, and afterwards to cruife with thirty men,

in hopes of falling in with the aforefaid bifhop. This

was a feafon of great confultation, which was foon

fucceeded by aftion. On April 1 1, there was a grand

council held on board the Duke, wherein all things

were fully confidered, the conqueft of Guiaquil re-

folved on, and a paper, in the nature of inftrudions

from the committee to the commanders in chief was

prepared ; which, however formal it might feem, was

undoubtedly a very right method, and kept, as well

as taught, every man in his duty.

On April 12, it was refolved in a committee,

not to fend the Beginning prize into Payta, as had

been agreed on, for fear of being difcovered ; but to

attempt the town of Guiaquil, the enterprize to be

conduced by the three captains -Eiover, Rogers, and

Courtney ; the firft to command a company of ma-

rines of feventy men ; the fecond a company of offi-

cers and failors, of feventy one men ; the third, fuch

another company of feventy-threc- men; captain

Dampier with the artillery •, and, for a referve, upon

occafion, twenty-two men: in all, 238. Captain

Edward Cooke to command the Ducheis, with forty-

two
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two men 5 captain Robert Fry, the Duke, with forty

men : total, ^ 20 men : the blacks, Indians, and pri-

foners, were about 266 more. On the 13 th, we
haled in for cape Blanco and at noon it bore eaft

fouth-eaft, diltant ten leagues. A committee being

held, certain articles relating to plunder were agretd

on, for the encouragement of officers and men.

On the 15th, in the morning, we faw a fail near

the (bore ; and, having little wind, the Duke's boat,

commanded by captain Fry, and the Duchefs's, by

captain Cooke, rowed dircdliy for her, going off in

luch hafte, that neither of us had the fwivel guns

we ufed to carry in the boats, nor our full comple-

men of men, only ten mufquets, four piltols, and

not much powder and fliot, nor any water ; and row-

ed very hard to come with the fliip for the fpace of

fix leagues -, the Duke's boat coming firfl: near her,

fhe put out Spanilh colours, fired a gun at them, and

hoifted a Spanilh flag at the main top-maft-head : the

Duke's boat then lay by for us to come up ; we faw

Ihe was French built, and, by the account the pri-

foners had given us before, concluded it mult be

the fliip we had been fo long cruifing for, which was

to carry the bifhop. Our fhips being almoft out of
fight, and the Spaniards fo near the coaft, and mak-
ing the beft of her way to run afliore in a fandy bay,

we refolved to lay her aboard in each bow, and ac-

cordingly made the be:l of our way, 1 being then on
her weather quarter, and captain Fry on her lee:

we defigned to have told them we were triends, till

got out of the way of their ftern-chace -, but the

Duke's men, thinking the Spaniards had been go-

ing to give us a volley, poured in their fliot a.iiong

them, then we laid in our oars, and fell to it : the

difpute was hot for a long time, we keeping a con-

ftant fire, and the enemy anfwering j who killed two
of captain Fry's men, and wounded one of his, and
two of mine. One of the dead m.en v;as captain

John Rogsrs, our fecond lieutenant, and brother to

L 2 captain
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captain Rogers, who behaved himfelf very well dur-

ing the adion. The Duke*s boat, finding the en-

terprize too difficult, bore away ; and fome time

after we did the like. Captain Fry having put fome

of his men aboard us, given us fome powder and

(hot, and taken in our wounded men, flood away

for the (hips, whilft I made again for the enemy, re-

folving to keep her from the Ihore, and, rather than

fail, to ciap her aboard ; the Spaniards, perceiving

what we defigned, edged off to fea, and we after

them. Our Ihips came up apace, and we kept clofe

to the Spaniard, fometimes firing at him. The Du-
chefs being come up, fired a fhot or two at himj

and then he flruck, and we clapt him aboard. The
men begged for good quarter ; and we promifed

them all civility imaginable. This fhip came from

Panama, and was bound for Lima, to be fitted out

for a man of war, the captain having his cpmmifTion

accordingly. There were feventy blacks, * and many
pafTengers, with a confiderable quantity of pearh

aboard ; the lading, bale-goods ; and fomething be-

longing to the bifhop ; but they had fet him on fhore,

with feveral pafTengers, where they touched laft.

The vefTel was about 270 ton burden, commanded
by Don Jofeph Arizabella, who told us, the bifhop

had been landed at point St. Helena, and gone by

land to Guiaquil. We found feveral guns in the

hold, for the fliip would carry twenty-four, but

had only fix mounted. Many of the pafTengers were

confiderable merchants at Lima, and the brifked

Spaniards I ever faw. When the French had this

vcflTel, fhe was called la Lune o'Oi;, the Golden

Moon. Captain Cooke (whole account we follow)

remained aboard her, fending the captain and prifon*

ers to our fhips.

On the 2 1 It, in the morning, the Beginning was

fent a-head towards point Arena, on the ifiand of

Puna, for fear of any danger; but fhe found there

only an empty vefTel riding clofe under the point:

fhe
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(he proved to be a new Spanilh bark, that had been

lent to load fait -, but the men having fight 01 us,

thought proper to abandon her : all apprehenfions

were now totally removed, and, at five in the after-

noon, the tranfports rowed for the town of Guiaquil,

and at eleven law a light in the town; whereuj'on

we rowed as eafy as could be, for fear of difcovery,

till within a mile of it ; then heard a ccntinel call to

another, and bid him bring fire. Perceiving we were

difcovcred, we rowed over to the other fide, againft

the town, faw a fire made where the ccntinels talked,

and, foon after, many lights all over the town ^ and,

at the water-fide, heard them rin^j the alarm-bell,

fire feveral vollies, and light a fire on the hill where

the beacon was kept, to give the town notu e that

we were come up the river. Hereupon the boats

came to a grappling, <tnd fuch an hot difpute arofe

among fome of our officers, that they were heard

a(hore ; but the Spaniards, not underftanding what

they faid, fetched an Englifhman, and conducted him

along the Ihore, to interpret what they heard. How-
ever, before he came, the difpute was over. T his

account we had from that very Englifliman, who af-

terward came over to us, and proceeded in the

voyage.

A council was held in the ftern of one of the boats,

to relolve, whether we ihould land immediately, or

ftay till day-break ; and the officers differing in their

opinions, it was agreed, fince we did not know the

ground, and the barks were not come up, which had

near half the men and the artillery, to ftay till day-

light, when it was hoped the barks would join. We
fell a little way down the river to meet them, hear-

ing feveral mufquet-ihots in our way, which, at firft,

we thought might be from the Spaniards along the

fhore. On the 2 2d, at break of day, we faw one of

our barks at anchor clofe under the fhore, within a

mile of the town, and at fiood, the other coming up
the river s we then rowed back to the bark which had

L 3 fired
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fired thofe mufquets at fome fifliermen pafllng by,

whom we took. When all our forces were joinedj

we hekl a council in the pinnace, proceeded up the

river, and fen t a flag of truce with the captain of the

French built (hip, the governor of Puna, and an-

other prifoner-, then towed up the barks a-breafc

againft the town, and came to an anchor. When
the captain of the French built Ihip came to the cor-

regidor, or mayor of the town, he afked our number,

which the captain magnified. The corrcgidor an-

fwered, they were boys, and not men : and the cao-

tain replied, he would find they were men ; for they

had fought him bravely in their open boats, though

he had killed one of the commanders brothers, and

wounded and killed others ; and, therefore, advifed

him to agree for the ranfom of the town ; for, though

he had 3000 men, he would not be able to witliiland

them : to which the corregidor replied, my horfe li

ready.

On the 23d, having towed the barks clofe up be-

fore the town, and brought them to the pinnace, we

went up the river after fome veffels, and brought fix

of them to an anchor by our barks : we alfo took pof-

feffion of two new, of about 400 ton each-, then

went alhore with a flag of truce, and the gover-

nor came on board one of the prizes, to agree about

the ranfom of the town and fliips; but it could not

be then concluded. He promifed to meet the cap-

tains again at feven in the evening ; yet he was

not fo good as his word. The boats went up the

river again to fee for more fhips, and returned with-

out finding any : however, we took feveral canoes,

with fome plate on board. On the 24th, in the

morning, the governor came oflT again to treat : our

captains thought to have feized him, becaufe he had

forfeited his word in not returning over night, and for

fending word that morning, that he had more people

pome into the town : but he, alledging that it was

contrary to a flag of truce, was fet on fliore again, anjd

had
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had an hour's time given him to get his men ready.

However, the boat went and came two or three times

wich the flag of truce ; but the governor and cap-

tains not agreeing, all things were m^de ready, and

we towed nearer the fhore, wearing our union-jack at

our main top- maft-heads.

At four in the afternoon the men landed, with fo

much bravery, that the Spaniards fired only iheir

firft volley, and fled, our people prefling them and

purfuing them to their cannon, which they foon

gained, the gunner only, who was an Iriftiman, (land-

ing by them till he was wounded in four places,

whereof he died foon after ; as we were informed by
fome prifoners we took. Our men marched in a

body through both towns, driving out the enemy,

pLced three guards in the three churches, and fet

fire to five or fix houfes in the old town, that ftood

adjoining to the wood, left the Spaniards (hould have

any cover from them to annoy our guard, which was
within piftol-lhot. All this night they kept firing

out of the woods at our centinels, or any other that

ftirred out of the guard, yet did no harm ; feveral

parties of horfe and foot came down, without making
any attempt : in the mean while the Duchefs*s pin-

nace, which was commanded by lieutenant Connely,

with twenty-two men, went up the river, landed at

every houfe, took their plate, and what elfe of value

they found, and had fome fldrmifhes with the enemy,
in which one of our men was wounded. On the

a 5th, the enemy appeared thick in the woods, fome-

times coming out j and our guards had fome ikir-

miihes with them, in which one man was wounded,
fo that they expeded to be attacked.

On the 26th, in the morning, captain Courtney
marched to his guard again, to cover the men who
were getting down provifions, &c. Several prifon-

ers were taken, and brought to the main guard.

Meflengers, with a flag of truce, came about ran-

foming the town,, but could not agree ; in the af-

L 4 ternoon
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ternoon brought one boat of provlfions aboard the

barks ; and at three returned to ranfom the town,

which was at laft agreed on for 30,000 dollars •, we
to have three hoftages, and to ftay at Puna till they

could raife the faid fum, the people having carried

their money out of town, and being fo difperfed, that

there was no raiftng it whilft we were there, the in-

habitants of the adjacent country having withdrawn

all their effefts. On the 27th, in the morning,

the hoftages for ranfom were put on board, as was

a boat's lading of brandy : we tooH down our union

flag, and hoiHed a flag of truce. Bring a gun for a

(ignal, that the Spaniards might come into the town,

and that no hoAilities fhould be committed on either

fide, during the time we had agreed to {lay for the

money, having before concerted with the Spaniards,

to make the faid fignal for them to come in to fe-

cure what we had left, that the Indians and blacks

might not rob : and, I am apt to believe, they had

plundered as much as we had taken ; for we took

feveral, as we went the rounds, laden with goods,

which they owned they had ftolen ; and were after-

wards informed, that, in the hurry, the inhabitants

had given plate and money to blacks to carry out of

the town, which they could never hear of after.

^' On the 29 th, in the morning, the barks weighed,

and got down to Puna, where they anchored off the

tbwn. Captain Rogers, in the Duke's pinnace, came

on board, and gave an account, that they had taken,

plundered, and ranfomed the town of Guiaquilj

that three of our men h:id been killed ; two by our

own people, and one by the Spaniards *, and four

wounded : that the inhabitants, while treating, had

carried off their money and plate, retiring to the

woods, and leaving their guns j four whereof were

taken, with a confiderable quantity of meal, peafe,

fugar, brandy^ and wine, which was coming down

|n the b^rks. What yit killed and wounded of the

• • • • ' enemy
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enemy could not be known, becaufe they carried

them off.

Having, from the fhip's fide, difcovered a fail

(landing up the river, with the tide of flood, we fent

both Ihips boats after her, and, at four in the after-

noon, fhe (truck to the boats. They bro..ght her

in at night. She was a fmall Spanilh bark from Che-

ripe, and bound up to Guiaquil, having on board

330 bags of meal; and 140 arrobas, that is, 35 hun-

dred weight of fugar; fome onions, quince, and pome-
granates; this, with the fix barks, and two great

fhips ranfomed with the town of Guiaquil, makes
fourteen prizes taken in thofe feas. Captain Woodes
Rogers, in his relation, blames captain Courtney for

being in a hurry to quit the place, though he ac-

knowleges, that his lieutenant Mr. Streton was (hoc

by accident in his leg, his own piftol going off un-

luckily, which rendered it necelTary to fend him in-

ftantly on board the fmall craft -, and that moll of

their men were grown carelefs, weak, and heartily

weary of their new trade of being foldiers. One cir-

cumftance he mentioned, which deferves notice for

its Angularity. As he was marching out of the town,

he happened to mifs one John Gabriel, a Dutchman,
who ferved in his own company •, and took it for

granted, that he was either taken or killed. Buc
the poor fellow had a better time of it : he happened
to take up his quarters in a certain houfe, where
there was fome excellent brandy, which the Dutch-
man attacked fo often, that, at lad, it laid him on the

floor; and in this condition he was, when captain

Ilogers and his men quitted the place. A little af-

ter, the matter of the houfe returned, and found
the Dutchman llretched at his full length, and fo

fad, that it was a difficult matter to diftinguilh whe-
ther he was dead or afleep. The Spaniard refolved

to make "the experiment-, but, firftofall, called in

his neighbours, who advifed him to fecure the Dutch-

ITian's arms ; which being done without any difficul-

ty.
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ty, they next raifed him up, and fet him on his feet,

when, after a little tottering, he opened his eyes,

and began to ftare about him, being fenfible that

he was not afleep, and not very well fatisficd to find

himfelf awake, and in fuch company. His landlord,

however, foon let his heart at reft, by reHoring

him his arms, and advifing him to make all the hafte

he could to join his companions, who were not yet

embarked. There did not need many entreaties to

fet the Dutchman forward -, he moved with all the

alacrity imaginable, and got iafcly aboard. If this

ftory be a little ftrange, captain Rogers adds an ob-

fervation that is ftill ilranger, which is, that, of all

the men who landed on this occafion, there was not

a foul that drank a cup too much but this poor Dutch-

man J which, if true, the town of Guiaquil had the

honour to be plundered by the foberell fet of people

that ever were of their profeflion. But it is now time

to come to the forms of capitulation, which the Spa-

niards, as perfons moft: deeply interelled in it, de-

firtd might be drawn up in proper form : and lb

they were, with the omiOion only of a fingle circum-

ftance^ viz that the place was taken by force of

arms, which the Spaniards infifted fhould be parti-

cularly fpccified, to demonftrate that they had been

beaten before they confented to treat. To this the

Englifh very willingly yielded, which produced the

following fcheme of articles, which fatisfied both par-

tics, procuring one the money they wanted, and fa-

tisfying the other as to the point of honour i a thing

no Spaniard ever willingly gave up.

Contraft for the ranfom of the town of GuiaquiL'

* TT 7 Hereas the city of Gutaquil, lately in fubjec-

* VV t'on to Philip V. king of Spain, is now
* taken by ftorm, and in the poffeflion of the cap-

* tains Thomas Dover, Woodes Rogers, and Stephen
* Courtney, commanding a body of her Majefty of

' Great
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* Great Britain's fubjeds; we the iinderwritttn a^e

» content to become hollagcs for the faid city, :ind

* to continue in the cuftody of the faid captains Tho-
« mas Dover, Woodes Rogers, and Stephen C(-^urt-

* ney, till 30,000 pieces of eight fhall be paid to

* them for the ranfoni of the faid city, two new {hips,

» and fix barks \ during which time no hoftility is 10

* be con^mitrtd on cither fide between this and Pu-
* na-, the fiid ium to be paid at Puna, in fix days

* from the date hereof-, and then the hoftages to be
« dilcha'ged, and all the pri loners to be delivered

* immediately : otherwile the faid hoflagcs do agree

* to remain prifiners, till the faid fum is difcharged

* in any other pirt of the world. In witncfs where-
' of, wc have voluntarily fct our hands this 27th day
' of April, O. S. and the 7ch of May, N. S. in the

* year of our Lord . 709.'

The plunder took here, ex lufive of the ranibm

received for the town, was very confiuerablt ; for

v;c found there 230 bags of flour, beans, peafe, unA

rice; fifteen jars of oil-, 160 jars of other j'nuori

fome cordage, iron wnrc, and fmall naib •, with uL out

four half jars of powder-, about a ton of pitch and

tar; a parcel of cloathing and neceflfaries ; and, as I

guefs, about 1200I. in plate, ear rings, &:c. and 150
bak^s of dry goods, four gun?, and about 200 Spanifli

ordinary ufelefs arms and mufquct-barrcls ; a few packs

of indico, cocoa, and anotto ; with about a ton of

loaf fugar. We^left abundance of goods in the town,

bcfide liquors of mod forts, and iea-ftorcs, with fe-

veral warehoufes full of cocoa, di^-rs (hips on the

flocks, and two new fliips unrigge^, .pwards of 400 .

ton, which coft above 80,000 crowns ; and then lay

at anchor before the town. Wc were alfo to deliver

four barks alhore, and Icav^ *. o here to bring down
the ranfom. By this it appears the Spaniards had a

good bargain ; but this ranfom was far better for us,

than to burn what we could not carry off. The hof-

tages informed us, that, during the treaty, 80,000

I pieces
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pieces of eight of the king's money were fent out

of tliC town, befide their plate, jewels, and other

things of the greateft value ; fo that it is certain, that

if we had landed at firil, and given them no tinne at

all, we had been much greater gainers than we were j

and I have great reafun to belie e that we might, in

that cale, have made 200,000 pieces of eight in ready

money, pla:e, and jewels ; and yet the place had ne-

ver bec;n fo poor for forty years part, as at the time

we tc.ok it, there having been a fire about a year and

an half before, which had burnt down htX part of

the town, and occafioned a very great expence in re-

building it. As it was, we thought ourfelves very

happy i and all imaginable care was taken, that every

man concerned in the expedition (hould find his ac-

count in it; by which the expediency ot the articles

before-mentioned fully appeared : and our people were

fo perfc6tly fatisfied with the ufage they received on

this occafion, that they exprelTed the greaieft ala-

crity in the execution of every enterprize that was

afterward undertaken. To fay the truth, this is a

matter of the utmoft importance with privateers, for,

if the men have the lead jealoufy of their being ill-

treated, fuch difputes arife, as do infinitely more
mifchief than the value of what can be gotten by

fuch practices can repair: but to proceed.

When May 2 came, which was the laft day ap-

pointed to wait for the mr>ney, and no boat arriving,

we began to be very uneafy. At length, however,

a boat arrived, and brought us 22,000 pieces of

eight; which we received ; and difpatched the boat

back again, telling them we defigned to leave the

place the next morning, and would carry away the

hoftages if they did not come time enough to pre-

vent it. We ftaid, however, till the 6th •, and then

captain Courtney was rcfolved to depart, being ap-

prehenfive that we fhould be attacked by the trench

and Spanifh fquadron. I endeavoured, but in vain,

to convince him, that as yet we were not in any dan-

ger
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ger of being attacked •, becaufe it was not pofTible

that the French and Spaniards could have received
'

notice by this time at Lima, and have fitted out a •

force fufficient to engage us. We failed however,

and came to an anchor about four in the afternoon^

a few leagues before point Arena.

The next morning, about two o'clock, we were

preparing to fail, when Mr. Morel, and a gentleman

from Puna, related to our prifoners brought us 3500
pieces of eight more towards the ranfom. This put

us in fo good an humour, that, in the afternoon,

we difcharged all our prifoners, except the Morels,

the three hoftages, and three or four more. The
gentleman that came from Guiaquil had a gold chain,

and fome other things of value, with which he bought

our bark the Beginning, which was now of no far-

ther ufe. We gave the captain of the French (hip

three negro women; Mr. Morel another i and to

mofl of the prifoners their wearing apparel ; fo that

we parted very good friends. They told us, that

one Don Pedro Cienfuegos, whom we put afliore at

Puna, and who was a man of great credit, had got

together a confiderable fum of money, and defigned

to buy goods of us ; for which purpofe he would be

down in twelve hours time : but the majority of our

officers would not believe them ; but conceiving this

to be a fcheme for detaining us till the French and

Spanifh fleet came, were in fo much the greater hur-

ry to get away. Bui, before we proceed, let me
give you a fhort defcription of the town of Guiaquil,

as we found it.

Guiaquil is divided into two parts, called the Old
and the New Towns ; both of them together confid-

ing of a out 500 houfcs, joined by a long wooden
bridge, tor people to pals over on foot, above half

a mile m I'-ngth, with fome houles on each fide at a

diftance. it is fituiitcd in a low boggy ground, fo

dirty in winter, thai without this bridge there would

be fcarce any going from one houfe to another:

there
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there is but one regular ftreet along the riv^^fide to

the bridg<', and from it along the Old Town. Be-
fore the church of St. lago is a very haridfbme pa-

rade; but the church itidf lies in ruins. There arc,

in all, four churches, viz. St. lago, or St. James
the Apoftle, which, as I faid, is dellroyed ; St. Au-
guftin, St. Francis, and St. Dominic; and before

this laft another parade, with an half moon, on which
fix guns may be planted ; but there were none when
we came. Befide thefe, there is a chapel, and there

had been a church of St. Ignatius, belonging to the

Jefuits, but burnt down. They were all decently

adorned witli altars, carved work, pidtures, an organ

in that of St. Auguftin ; but the plate belonging to

them was carried away, the priefts and fti.dents be-

ing all gone into the woods : fome of the houfes were

of brick, particularly about the parade, before the

fire ; the reft of timber, or bamboes fplit, and fome
of them decently furnifhed. In the merchants ftore-

houfes there were great quantities of meal, brandy,

fugar, cloathing, cordage, and iron. The inhabi-

tants had Ibme calafhes; but I know not of what ufe

they could be, unlefs to carry them a ftone's-throw to

church ; efpecially in winter, all about being lo foul

and boggy, that there could be no road made for

them. This morafs ground was full of the largefl:

toads I ever faw, fome of them as big as an Englifh

two-penny loaf.

There were 2000 inhabitants of all forts, including

Indians, Mulattoes, and blacks. This town is well

fituated for trade, and for building of fhips, as lying

fourteen leagues from point Arena, and feven from

Puna, Lip a large river, which receives feveral fmall

ones that fall into it ; with many villages and farm-

houfes round about. The water is frefh for four

leagues below it i and all along the banks grows

abundance of mangroves and iarfaparilla ; and, on

account of this latter, tlie water is accounted good

for the Frcncii diieafe : hovvever, when the floods

come

wet.
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come down from the mountains, the water is not

xeckoned lb whoHbme, by realbn it brings along se-

veral poifonous plants and fniits, among which is

the Manchinilla venomous apple, whereof all birds

that tafte die •, and we faw hundreds of them dead

on the water whillt we were theie. They have great

plenty of beeves, goats, fheep, hens, ducks, Muicovy

ducks, and fome forts unknown to us in England

;

as alfo horfes, and great numbers of carrion-crows,

which the Spaniards will not fuBer to be killed, pre-

ferving them to devour all carrion. The fliips here

arc built under flieds, to fhclter the men from the

fun. The town is governed by a corregidor, being

the fupreme magiftrate appointed by the king. The
accounts which have been given ct .iiis place by ihe

French buccaneers are fo falle, that there is not the

Icaft degree of truth in them ; inibmuch that, from

their defcriptions, it fcarce appears to be the Tame

place, had they not left infamous marks of their hav-

ing been here : for when they took the towi; cf Guia-

quil, about twenty-two }ears ago, they diicovered little

or no bravery in the attack, (though they loft a great

many men) and committed a deal of barbarity i.nd

murder after they had the place in tlieir power, which

was above a month here and at Puna. The fealbns

here are improperly called winter and fummer ; the

winter is reckoned from the beginning of December
to the laft of M ay ; and all that fealbn is Tultry hot,

wet, and unhealthy : from the latter end of iM ay to

December is ferene, dry, and healthy, but not fo vio-

lently hot as what they call winter. Their cocoa is

ripe, and moftly gathered between June and Augull -,

and of the other fruits natural to thofe climates, lome
are ripe, and others green, all tlie 'year. But, as our
prifoners furnifhed us with a ver)' full and exadt ac-

count of all the adjacent country dependent on the

government of Guiaquil, I have judged it requifite

to add to this account of the town, a viev; likewi e
of the prpvince, that the reader may perfectly appre-

hend
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hend the condition of the Spanilh inhabitants therein i

and judge from thence, as from a fample, of the

ftate of this great empire of Peru, at the time that

we were thus engaged in attacking its ports and coafti

where we a6led as became men who had legal com-
milTions, and did nothing that was not juftified by

the law of arms, which, in time of war, is the law

of nations.

The city or town of Guiaquil is the metropolis

of a province of that name in Peru, governed by a

prefident, with five or fix oiodors, which make a

royal Audiencia, or chief court of Judicature, ac-

countable only to the viceroy in military affairs •, every

province has a government of the fame nature. The
governors are commonly appointed, or, to fpeak more

properly, purchafe their offices, in Old Spain for life,

or good behaviour ; and in cafe any die or mifbehave

themfelves, the viceroy may name another during his

time, which ought to be but five years ; but fome-

times he gets thefe offices of his own placing con-

firmed by an order from Spain, which is a confider-

able part of the viceroy's unknown profits. The late

viceroy continued fourteen years, feveral new ones

having died by the way. The king of Spain him-

felf fcarcely lives in more fplendor than his viceroy in

the city of Lima, where the chief courts of judica-

ture are kept, and appeals are brought thither from

all courts and provinces of this extenfive kingdom.

The trade to and from Mexico is forbidden here, un-

der the feverefl: penalty ; efpecially tranfporting quick-

filver from Peru thither, becaufe quantities are brought

from Old Spain, which is impofed on the refiners at

great rates. Here are many lliips employed coafting

in this kingdom •, but a trade is fo fevercly prohibited

between tliem and Mexico, that all the commodities,

with filver and gold in returns, may have little other

circulation in thefe vaft countries, but by the flota and

galleons to and from Old Spain. Yet, notwithftand-

ing the feverity ufed againft private traders by the

viceroys
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viceroys and corregidors, there are fome yho run

the rifk. Thefe have no mercy (hewn them if de-

tc(5led, all trade being carried on in the king's name,

though his majefty has little or no (hare in it.

AH Englifli and Dutch goods, except what comes by

the galleons, are prohibited •, (6 that private traders,

after they have by ftealth purchafed them in the North

Seas, muft vend them in like manner all over Peru.

And if the wholefale merchants have not good cer-

tificates from the commerce of Seville, that their com-

modities come by the flota or galleons ; whenever the

goods are queftioned, they muft difcover them, for

fear of puniftiment', unlefs they have a good in-

tereft in the viceroy, which cofts dear to purchafe and

preferve: fo that the trader makes little profit but

where the chief officers have a feeling. Yet though

thofe mercenary viceroys are fo fevere on others, they

themfelves employ the corregidors to negotiate a trade

for them by a third hand, which cannot be done to

the purpofe without being publicly known •, fo that

(hips are conftantly employed on their account, and

carry quick-filver, and all manner of prohibited

goods to and from Mexico, out of bye-ports. Thus,
being their own judges, they get vaft eltates, and

ftop all complaints in Old Spain by bribes. The
goods they trade for have a free paflTaee, and fail

through the continent ; whilft others, if they do but

offer at it, are puni(hed» Their other ways of getting

money unjuftly are too many; but in (hort, in my
opinion, there is no country naturally more rich, no<

any people more terribly opprefTed. ^

The Spaniards fay, that a viceroy, after purchafing

his place with all that he has, and quitting old Spain

as poor as Job, comes hither like an hungry lion,

to devour all that he can •, and that every officer un-

der him in the provinces (who are ten times more than

neceflary) are his jackals to procure prey for him, that

they may have a fliare of it themfelves. ^ .; - - *

Vol. ill. M The
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The province abounds with feveral forts of good

timber, which makes it the chief country of Peru for

building and repairing of Ihips -, there are fcldom lefs

than fix or feven at a time on the ftocks before the

city of Guiaquil. The chief commodity this city,

and its chief province afford, is cocoa, which is To

plentiful as to Tupply moft places of the South Sea •,

they fay, there is never lefs exported in a year than

30,000 cargaus, each cargau 8 1 pound weight, and

Ibmetimes double the quantity : it was purchafed ge-

nerally at half a rial per pound, but now much cheaper,

fo that the cargau may be bought for two pieces of

eight and a half. Their coafting trade is for fait and

falt-filh from point Santa Helena, and moft vended

at Quito, and other diilant places within land : a vaft

quantity of timber is laden here for I'ruxillo, Ghana,

Lima, and other fea ports, where it is Icarce. It pays

a great freight, and is a profitable trade. 'They ex-

port alfo from hence, rice, cotton, and fome dried

jerked beef. There are no mines of filver or gold

in this province, but plenty of all ibrts of cattle, and

very cheap, efpecially on the ifland Puna, where we

fupplied ourfelves with what we could conveniently.

Here is no other corn but Indian j fo that all their

flour is brought from Tiuxillo, Cheripe, and other

places in the windward parts : it blows here always

Southerly. They are alfo fupplied with feveral forts

of woollen cloth, and very itrong good bays made at

Quito. Their wines, brandy, oil, olive?, and fugar,

&c. come from Piicola, Naica, and other places to

windward : all forts of European goods come hither

from Panama, whither they are brought over land

from Porto-Bello out of the North Seas ; ib that the

number of fliips that come and go from hence, with-

out including coafters, are no lels than forty fail ever]

year ; which fliews that the port of Guiaquil is no

mean place of trade in tliis part of the world. A mar
kct is alio kept on bark-iogs and boats in the river,

every
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every day, before the town, with all that the country

affords, in great plenty. The other towns of the pro-

vince are governed by lieutenants, deputed by the

corregidor ; above half of them border on the fame

river, and its branches ; fo that they can join thefe of

the capital in two tides, though at feveral leagues

diftance. Few of thofe prifoners that fell into our

hands were healthy and found ; near half of the Spa-

niards difcovered publicly to our dodors their malady^

in order to get phyfic from them againft the French

difeafe, of which they make very light. All the Spa-

niards allow, that this rich country is not a tenth

peopled, nor are half the Indians, far within land,

civilized •, though they affirm their king has, in the

"Weft Indies, more lubjeds of feveral colours, than

in all Spain, or the reft of his dominions in Europe •,

which mav be true.

On May 1 1, we had a ftrong gale at fouth fouth-

welt. We bore away for the Gallopagos iflands •, and in

a very melancholy condition we were : for we had up-

wards of twenty men taken ill on board the Duke,
and near fifty on board our confort, feizcd with a

malignant fever, contrafted, as I fuppofe, at Guia-

quil, where I was informed, that about a month or

five weeks before we took it, a contagious difeafe

which reigned there, fwept off ten or twelve perfons

every day for a confiderable time. So that the floors

of all the churches (which are their ufual burial-places)

were filled fo faft, that they were obliged to dig a

large deep hole, of about a rood fquare, clofe by the

great church, where I kept guard ; and this hole was
almoft filled with bodies half-putrified. The morta-

lity was fo very great, that many of the people had
left the town } and our lying fo long in the church,

furrounded with fuch unwholfome fcents, was enough
to infed us too. About this time captain Courtney
was taken ill •, and ciptain Dover went on board to

prcfcribe for him. In cwenty-four hours we had fifty

. - M 2 ... men
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men down, and the Duchefs upwards of feventy;

and in the following twenty-four hours, there were

ten men more down in each fliip.
''-'' ' •':;•

On the 1 7th we difcovered land i and on the i8th,

at day-break, we were within four leagues of two large

iflands, almoft joining together, having pafled the

other that we faw yefterday. We fent our boat alhore

to look for water, and agreed with our confort where

to meet, in cafe of reparation. They turned toward

the windward, and left us to try this ifland for water.

All our prizes were to flay near us under fail, by a

remarkable rock. But, in the afternoon, the boat re-

turned with a melancholy account, that no water was

to be found, the prizes we expedted lying to wind-

ward for us by the rock, about two leagues off fhore;

but Mr. Hatley in a bark, and the Havre de Grace

turned to windward, after our confort the Duchefs

;

fo that only the galleon, and the bark that Mr. Sel-

kirk was in, ftaid for us. We kept plying to wind-

ward all night, with a light out ; which they fol-

lowed. At five in the morning we fent our boat

afhore again, to make a further fearch in this iQand

for water. In the evening the boat returned, and re-

ported that there was no water to be found, though

the people went three or four miles up into the coun-

try. They likewife told me, that the illand is no-

thing but loofe rocks like cinders, very rotten and

heavy j and the earth fo parched that it will not bear

a man, but breaks into holes under his feet. This

makes me fuppoie there has been a volcano here : for

though there is much fhrubby wood, and fome greens

on it •, yet there is not the leafl fign of water, nor is

it poffible that any can be contained on fuch a fur-

face. In (hort, we found thefe illands vciy little an-

fwered either our expeftations, or the defcriptions we

had of them : and our lofs of Mr. Hatley, who, with

five ofour men, two Spanifli prifoners, and three ne-

groes, lofl us in a bark, where they were provided

only with water for two days, and fcarce any other

neceflaries,
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ncccflaries, together with many unlucky accidents,

made us wilh ourfelves from among thele iflands.

Therefore, on May 26, captain Dover and I went on

board the Duchefs, where, after a confultation, it was

refolved to run in for the illand Plata to water, and

fo come off again, for fear of meeting with two French

Ihips, one of fixty, and the otlier of forty-fix guns,

and the Spanilh man of war, who, we were ad-

vifed, would be fuddenly in fearch of us. But, if we
could find no water in any of thofe iflands going in,

we defigned to fit our ihips there, and not go near

the main, our Ihips being out of order, and our men
field/ and weak, and feveral alfo having been buried.

We failed on the 27th; and, on the 30th, we held

another council on board the Duchefs, where it was

agreed to go firft to Gorgona, to fee if there were

any Englilh fliips there, and afterward to Mangla,

Malaga, or Madulinar, where are fome Indians, ene-

mies to the Spaniards, who, as the pilots informed

us, feldom came thither, nor could thence get intel-

ligence of us ; and if we could trade with the Indians,

might have fwine and fowls, good bananas, plan-

tains, and other refrefhments.

In this courfe, the Duchefs took a prize, which

proved to be a veflel of burden of ninety ton, bound
from Panama to Guiaquil, called the St. Thomas
de Villa Nova, Juan Navarro Navaret commander.
There were about forty people aboard, including

eleven negro flaves ; but little of European goods,

except fome iron and cloth. The next we made the

ifland of Gorgona ; and, on the 8th, our boats brought

in another prize, which was a iiiiall bark, of about

fifteen tens, called ti\e Golden Sun. She belonged

to a creek on the main, and was bound for Guiaquil,

Andros Enriguis mailer, with ten Spaniards and In-

dians, and fome negroes ; no cargo, but a very little

gold-dull, and a large gold chain •, together about

500 1. value, which were fecured aboard the Du-
chefs. On June 19, in the evening, ihere was a con-

M 3 fukation
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fultation on board the ftiip above-mentioned, at which

fome of my officers and captain Dover affifted. Be-

ing difcompoled, I was not with them •, but refolved

to adt in confortfhip, according to their agreement.

After they had examined the prifoners, they refolved

to go to Malaga, an ifland which had a road, where

we defigned to leave our iliips, and, with our boats,

row up the river for the rich gold mine of Karbacore,

called alfo by the Spaniards, the Mines of St. Juan,

from a village about two tides up the river of that

name. There we defigned to furprize canoes, as fit-

ter than our boats to go agalnft the ftream •, for this

time of the year being fubjedl to great rains, which

make a ftrong frelh down the river, our pilot, an old

Spaniard, did not propofe to get up to the mines in

lei's than twelve days. 1 had often fufpeded his know-

ledge •, but, according to their refolutions on board

the Duchefs, we made fail about twelve o'clock that

night, and fleered north-eaft for the place.

In the morning, I difcourfed captain Morel, as I

liad done feveral times before, and all the rell of the

prifoners, who agreed, that this ifland called Malaga

was an unfrequented place, and not fit for fhips, that

ever they heard of. I had alio two prifoners on board,

that were taken in the laft prize, who had been at the

faid ifland very lately. I examined them feparately,

and they agreed that a fliip could not be fafe there i

and that the place being fo narrow, it was impoflible

to get in but with the tide ; which ran very ftrong

;

that the entrance was full of fhoals, and had not w^-

ter enough but at fpring-tides, for our Ihips to get

out or in : befide that, if a Ihip gets loole, (as we

mufl: moor head and ftern) fhe would turn all a-drift,

and very much endanger the whole. They added,

that the river was fo narrow, before we could get to

the mines, that the Indians and Spaniards might fell

trees acrofs, and cut off our retreat, there being thick

woods on the bank?! of the river, from whence the

Indians would gall us with their poifoned arrows ; for

thofe
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thofc about the mines were at amity with the Spa-

niards, and a bold and very numerous people.

Upon this information, I was furpriied, that the

council had not informed themfelves better, before

they rcfolved on going to this plare*, and immediately

fent Mr. White our linguift, with the two prifoners,

on board the Duchefs, to undeceive captain Court-

ney, and his officers, and to defirc his company,

with fomc of the reft, without lofs of time, that we
might agree how to z6t for our fafety and intereft,

and not to proceed farther on this hazardous en-

terprize. On a folemn confulcation, this was accord-

ingly refolved; and, in compliance of that refolution,

we came back to Gorgona, our condition being fo

bad at this jundure, that, if we had been attacked,

we (hould fcarce have been in a condition to have

defended ourfclves.

On the 13th of June, about four in the morning,

we anchored in forty fathom water, and refolvcd to

careen the Duchefs firft, and then the Duke : our

tick we removed aboard the galleon, and the fick

officers on board the Havre de Grace, where they

had all the conveniencies we could afford them. We
likewife fet up a tent alhore for the ufe of the ar-

mourer, and cooper's crew, and directed a place to

be cleared for our fick mens tents-, all which was

performed with fuch dligence, that, by the 28th,

we got our provifions on board, and mounted all our

guns : having in fourteen days caulked our (hips all

round, careened, rigged, and ftowed them again

both fit for the fea •, which was great difpatch, coo^

fidering what we had to do was in an open place, with

few carpenters, and void of the ufual conveniencies

for careening. The Spaniards, our prifoners, being

very dilatory Tailors, were amazed at our expeditbn

;

and told us, they ufually take fix weeks, or two
months, to careen one of the king's (hip6 at Lima,
where they are provided with all neceffaries, and ac^

count it good difpatch. On the 29th, we fet up a

M 4 ten)
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tent on fliore for the fick, who were, even by thii

time, much better than when we came to the ifland,

notwithftanding the Spaniards reprcfcnted it as ex-

tremely Tick and unwholfomej but the bare lying

^(hore, having their doctors with them, and an op-

portunity of walking about when they grew a little

better, had fo good an effed, that, while our found

men were employed in fitting our fhips for fea, our

fick men gathered ftrength enough to return to their

duty. Our Spanilh prifoners went into the woods

with us, (hewed us timber that was proper to be cut,

and gave us every other kind of afTiftance in their

power. We now fet out ground for a rope-yard, ered-

ed a tent for a fmith, another for a block, the third

for a iail maker; and each had his crew to adt undci

him, for the better difpatch of bufinefs. It is not

to be fuppofed, that thefe people were all excellent

in their profeffions •, but, however, they made a Ihift

to carry on things very well for our work, neceflity

and practice having taught them many refources,

which the ableft man, in their branches of bufinefs,

would never have thought of, or, perhaps, could

have been brought to believe pradlicable, if they had

been told of them by others. .
^

By this method of ading, we had fettled a plan-

tation, on the little ifland pf Gorgona*, and, as

every officer had his charge, and furveyed a parti-

cular fort pf artizans, we had bufinefs enough upon

pur han^s, and were all thoroughly and pleafantly

employed, pur Spaniih prifoners looked Pn with

Amazement at our wprking from break of day till

jiight in that climate, and in that manner; and, what

moft pf all furprifed them, was Pur finding put fpme

new expedient, when prefled by new difficulties, and

when, in the judgment pf pur Spaniards, it was im-

pofiible for us to proceed any further ; fo that our

diligence and fuccefs raifcd our credit with them pro-

jljgiuufly. Tiie natives pf Old Spain are accpunted
" ^ •

. '

'
but
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but ordinary mariners •, but here they arc much

worfc, all the prizes we took being rather cobbk\.,

than fitted out for the fea j fo that, had they fuch

weather as we ol'ten meet with in the European Teas in

winter, they could fcarce ever reach a port again.

While we were here, we agreed together to fit out

the Havre de Grace with twenty guns, and put men
out of each (hip aboard her under captain Cooke's

command, refolving to carry her home with us, and

to make a third (hip to cruife in our company whiltt

we were in thefe feas. This was the great work on

which we were employed from the 29th of June to

the 9th of July> when Ihe was completely finiflied;

and we gave her the name of the Marquis, having

provided a good entertainment : we faluted each of

the other (hips with three huzzas from on board her,

diftributed liquor among the company, drank her

maje(ly*s and our owners healtlis, and to our own
l*ucc?fs, in conjundlion with our new confort. "We
foon after fent two of our main-deck guns on board

the Marquis ; the Duchefs did the like-, which, with

lour taken at Guiaquil, and twelve that were in the

(hip, made twenty very good ones j the carriages all

new, or fo well repaired, that they were as good and

ftrong, as if mounted in England. The next thing

to be confidered was, how to provide her with men:
this was very foon fettled ; for I agreed to put thirty-

five on board her, and captain Courtney twenty-fix,

fo that her complement was fixty-one white men, and
twenty negroes, captain Edward Cooke, comman-
der, and our fecond lieutenant, Mr. Charles Pope,
to command under him. We agreed, that the cap-

tain, with his officers and men, (hould have equal

wages with ours in the like pofts, to encourage them.

The next thing of confcquence was to get rid of
our prifoners, who began to be a burden upon us,

and of no ufe at all. It was therefore determined,

that they (houid be all fet a(hore, after trying every

method poflibje to cpgage them in a fcheme for

trading
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trading with us. Wc had feveral times difcourfcd

the two Morells, and Don Antonio, about ranfotn-

ing the goods, and were in hopes of felling them to

advantage, but deferred coming to particulars til]

now ; becaufe we plainly faw, that unlefs they could

have the cargoes under a quarter value, they would
not deal with us. I propofed going to Panama, and

Jying fix days as near it as they pleafed, till they

brought the money we (hould agree for, at a moderate

rate, provided they left hoftagcs on board us, whom,
on failure, we would carry to England. To this

they would have agreed, provided we would take

60,000 pieces of eight for all the prize-goods. Then
I propofed their ranfoming the galleon, and putting

a great part of the goods aboard her, provided one of

thofe three, and another they could procure, would

be hoftages for the fum. They anfwered, that nei-

ther of them wouid go hoftage to England for the

world. I mentioned delivering the galleon and car-

go to them here, provided two of them would be

hoftages to pay us the money at any other place but

Panama or Lima, in fix days, if they would give us

120,000 pieces of eight, being the loweft price we

would take for all the prizes and goods, negroes,

&c. They told us, that trading with ftrangers, efpe-

cially the Englilh and Dutch, was fo ftridly prohi»

bited in thofe feas, that they muft give more than the

prime coft of the goods in bribes, to get a licence

to deal with us \ fo that thty could not affure us of

payment, unlefs we fold the goods very cheap:

therefore, not finding it worth our time, and know-

ing the danger we muft run in treating with them,

we defifted, and ordered them all alhore, ftill hop-

ing this would compel the Morells and Navarre to

get money for us, and prevent our burning the

fhips we could not carry away. Some of our peo-

ple were for keeping feveral others when they were

firft taken, but they were over-ruled : though now

every body leemed to confefs, that had been a better

method,
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method, becaufe it would have given us a greater

opportunity of tradings and of ridding our Ihips of

thofe goods which were of no value to us here, and

ferved only to hinder our failing.

Bu;: to proceed : on the 1 oth of July, we put

feventy-two pri Toners on board the bark, ^nd, wlih

our two pinnaces, ftie failed for the main. On the 1 th

in the morning. thefe velfels returned from landins

our prifoners, and brought off ieven (mall black

cattle, rvvelvc hogs, and fix goats, fome limes and

plantains, which were very welcome to us. They
met with litde elfe of value in the village they wer*;

at; and, the others being far up the river, they did

not think it worth while to vifit them. The country

where they landed was fo poor, that our men ga e

the prisoners five negroes, fome bays, nails, 6cc. to

purchase themfelves Aibfiftence. The inhabitants

alhore had notice of our taking Guiaquil, and were

jealous of our being at this ifland, becaufe they heard

our guns when we fired, in order to fcale them after

careening. According to the report of our people,

our prifoners were not extremely well pleafed with

the change of their fituation, or even with the reco-

very of liberty, in fuch a place -, and feemed to regret

the advantages they enjoyed on board us.

To fay the truth of the matter, 1 verily believe,

that Don Antonio, the Fleming, fig. Navarre, and

the Morells, did not exped to part with us fo fud-

denly; but, by continuing with us, and knowing we
could not carry away all the prizes and goods, they

hoped we fhould of courfe have freely given them
what we could not keep. They begged we would
delay burning the fhips, and promifed to raife what
money they could, and return within the time to fa-

tisfy us. One of the chief prifoners we now parted

with, was Don Juan Cordofo, defigned governor of

Baldivia, a bri(k man, of about thirty-five years of

age: he had ferved as a colonel in Spain, had the

misfortune to be taken in the north fcas by an Eng-
liih
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iifh privateer near Porto-Bello, and carried to Ja,
maica, from whence he was fent back to Porto-Iiello.

He complained heavily of the ufage he met with from
the Jamaica privateer; but we parted very good
friends, and he returned us hearty thanks, and a llone

ring for a prefent to one of the Duchefs's lieutenants^

that had lent him his cabin while he was fick on

board. We allowed liberty of confcience on board our

floating commonwealth to our prifoners; for, there

being a prieft in each Ihip, they had the great cabin

for their mafs, whilft we ufed the church of England
fervice over them on the quarter-deck.

On the 15th of June, came on board, in a fmall

canoe, one Michael Kendall, a free negro of Jamaica,

who had lived for fome time as a flave in the villace

our people had plundered : he happened not to be

there then; but, as foon as he had an account of it,

he fairly ventured his life to get away to us. From
him we received the following remarkable account of

an attempt made upon the gold mines, in which he

was himfelf concerned. His relation was to this ef-

fect: Ihat, when war was declared at Jamaica, he

cmbarqued under the command of one captain Ed-

ward Roberts, who was joined in commiflion from

the governor of Jamaica, with the captains Rafh,

Golding, and Pilkington. They had 106 men, and

defigned to attempt the mines of lago, at the bottom

of the gulph of Darien. There were more comman-
ders and men came out with them, but did not join in

this delign. They had been about five months out,

when they got near the mines undifcovered. They
failed fifteen days up the river in canoes, and travelled

ten days by land afterward: by this time, the Spa-

niards and Indians, being alarmed, laid ambufcades,

and fhot many of them. 1 he enemy having afltm-

bled at leaft 500 men, and the Englilh being dimi-

nifhed to about fixcy, including the wounded, the

Spaniards fent them a flag of truce, and ofit^red th^m

their lives, after a fmall Ikirmifhj \d;ierein the EnghUi

2 loft
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loft four, and the enemies about twelve men. The
Enc^liflij being in want of provifions, quite tired out,

and not knowing their way back, agreed to deliver

their arms, on condition to be ufed as prilbners of

war. Having thus yielded, the Spaniards and Indians

carried them in canoes three days up the river that

leads to the fame mines they defigned to attempt,

treated them very well, and gave them the fame

food that they eat themfelves. But the fourth day,

when tiiey came to a town beyond the mines, and

thought all danger had been paft, an order came from

diechiefSpanifh officer to cut them all off, which the

Indians and Spanifh troops did, as thofe poor difarmed

wretches fat at viduals; fo that in this barbarous man-

ner they were all malfacred in a few minutes, except

a Scots, a French, and an Englifh boy, with twelve

free negroes, which, at the interceffion of a prieft,

they kept for (laves.

This man, being one of them, happened to be fold

firft to the mines, where, he fays, he cleared at leaft:

three pieces of eight a day for his mafter; and from

thence he was fold to this place. We took notice of

this to thf* Morells, who came the next morning with

money to ranfom what they could of us, putting them

in mind of the dificrent treatment they had from us,

and how grateful they ought to be for it -, which they

feemed very readily to acknowledge, and, indeed,

behaved, upon all occafions, with much iionour. We
fold them good bargains, 'tis true; but, on the other

hand, they ran great hazards in trading witli us, and

tniftcd us always with tlieir perfons and money, at the

fame time that we had the efFeds in our hands they

came to purchafe.

On the I It of Augull, tlie officers we appointed to

appraife the plunder, met on board the galleon, and
valued the clothing, in order to divide it amongil the

officers and men of each, according to their rcfpedlive

fhares. On the 3d in the afternoon, they made an

end of appcaifmg the cloths, at a very low rate,

amounting
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amounting to four hundred pounds; and the filver-

hilted Iwords, buckles, TnufF-boxes, buttons, and filver

plate in ufe aboard every prize we took, and allowed

to be plunder, at four (hillings and fixpence per piece

of eight, amounted to 743 1. 15 s. befides 3 lb. 120Z,

which was in rings, gold fnuff-boxes, ear-rings, and

gold chains, taken about prifoners. This I believe

an exa6t account.

Early next morning we had like to have had a mu-
tiny amongft our men: the fteward told me, that

feveral of them had lad night made a private agree-

ment; and that he heard fome ringleaders, by way of

encouragement, boaft to the reft, that lixty men had

already figned the paper. Not knowing what this

combination meant, or how it was defigned, I fent

for the chief officers into the cabin, where we armed

ourl'elves, fecured two of thofe mutinous fellows, and

prelently feized two others • the fellow that wrote the

paper we put in irons : by this time, all hands were

upon deck, and we had got their agreement from thofe

who were in the cabin : the purport of which was, to

oblige themlelves not to take their plunder, nor to

move from thence, till they had juftice done them, as

they termed it.

i here being fo many concerned in this defign, the

captains Dover and Fry defired I would difcharge thofe

in confinement, upon their afking pardon, and fjith-

fully promifing never to be guilty of the like, or any

other combination, again 1 ufed all the arguments I

could offer, fhewed them the danger and folly of com-

binations, and exhorted ^hcm to believe, they would

have judice done them m England, fhouid any thuig

feem uneafy to them now, or m the whole courfe of

the voyage. Wi;h thele, and other healing ar?Li-

ments, all appeared ealy and uuiet, and every niaii

fecmed willing to Hand to what had been done, pro-

vided the gentlemen, that were officers, and not faiiors

amongft us, had not luch large (hares, which they

alledged were unreafonable ; and that they could not

poflibiy,
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pofllbly, in a privateer, deferve what they were al-

lowed, in proportion to the fliip's company. This

we did in part yield to, in order to appeafe thefe male-

contents ; for difputes about plunder are the common
occafion of privateers quarrelling amongft themfelves,

and ruining their voyages. Another paper was drawn

up, for every man to fwear what cloaths, goods, &c
he had received of the agents, and to reftore what-

ever he had taken without the agents knowledge, in

order to ajuft: diltribution of the plunder-, and every

one was to oblige himfelf in a penalty of twenty (hil-

lings for every (hilling value that (hould be found

about him concealed, befides the former penalty

agreed on, of lofmg his fhare of any prize or pur-

chafe, for concealing above the value of half a piece of

eight. And, for the encouragement of difcoveries,

the informer was to have halt the penalty, and the

protedion of the commander. This paper was ob-

jected to by feveral of the officers, who infifted, that

there ought to be a greater latitude allowed tiiem to

advantage themfelves, fmce they had ventured their

lives thither on fo difficult an undertaking. This

made us defer figning it till a better opportunity , for,

unlefs fuch agreements as thefe had been conftantly

promoted, as occafion required, the temptation of in-

terelt would have made us fall into irrecoverable con-

fufions aboard, which generally end in a feparation, or

worfe.

Some time after this, I propofed another thing,

which, I thought, would prove very advantageous

for our owners, and the common intereft ; and this

was, the fending captain Cooke, in the Marquis, with

a cargo of our prize-goods, to the Brafils -, which
commilTion he would have executed. By this I pro-

pofed to fave our provifions, fmce he would not have

required any great ftock for that voyage, and, conL'-

quently, might have remained longer in the South
Seas. In the next place, I propofed profit ; for thefe

goods would have comt* to an extraordinary market at

I the
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the Brafils, and have yielded twice or thrice as muc}i

as we could make of them any other way : and, hftly,

after fecuring, in this manner, fo confiderable an ad-

vantage on our voyage, as we muft have reaped from

the produce of thefe goods, our fliips had been fuffici-

ently provided for attacking the Acapulco (hip. But

my conforts did not underftand, or at lead would not

approve, thefe reafons j and fo the projefb fell to the

ground, which they, however, repented afterward^

when it was too late.

On the 7th, we gave fig. Morell and Navarre their

fhips, and all the goods we could not carry away, for

what money our agents received of them. As for the

effedls in the bark, we agreed for 12,000 pieces of

eight, which, with ^000 there remained of the old

debt for the ranfom of Guiaquil, made 15,000 in the

whole, and which were to be brought in twelve days.

Captain Cooke valued the money now on board, for

the ufe of the owners, 20,000 pounds, and the goods

at 60,000 pounds. We gave thefe gentlemen a pa-

per, which might ferve to protect them, in cafe they

fell into the hands of the Spaniards ; and we intended

to have taken an acknowledgment under their hands,

as to the particulars of the bargain-, but the bark

failed away from us in the night.

I cannot help taking notice b ;~e of the honourable

behaviour of our crew during the time th?fe prifoner^,

were on board, in order to fhew how inuch they re-

garded the credit of their commiflion, and of their

country. Amongll our prifoners taken on board fig.

Navarre'.s iliip from Panama, there ws a gentlewo-

man, a 1 i her family -, her eldeft daughter,^ a pretty

young W'jman, of abn *: eighteen, was newly married,

and had 1 t hur)snd with her. We alligned them the

great cabin aboard the galleon ^ and none were fuffer-

ed to intrvu'.e amongft them, or to feparate their com-

pany : yet the hufi^and (I was told) fiiewed marks of

jealoufy, the Spaniards epidemic dileafe. But, I

hope, he had not the leaft realbn for it amongft us.

Wc
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\Ve had notice thefe ladies had concealed treafure

about them, and ordered a female negro, that we
took, and who fpoke Englifh, to Tearch them narrow-

ly •, and (he found Ibme gold chains, and other things,

cunningly -hid under their cloaths. We gave them

moft of their wearing-apparel and neceflaries, with

three female mulatto (laves, and parted very friendly.

They confe(red to our people, who put them on

liiore, that we had been much civiller than they did

expeft, or believed their countrymen would have been

in the like cafe ; and fent back the hufband with gold,

to purchafe fome groods and two (laves of us.

Gorgona lies in 3° north latitude, about fix leagues

from the main, and is about 3 leagues in length, but

narrow. At a diitance it appears like three hills. It

is full of wood and tall trees, among them is the Palma

Maria, of which the Spaniards make mafts, and from

it a bilfam iffucs, that is efteemed efficacious in feve-

ral dileafes. It has a variety of trees and plants pecu-

liar to thefe hot climates. The animals found here

are monkeys, Guinea-p'.gs, hares, lizards, and lion-

lizards, which change their colours, and are fine crea-

tures.

Auguft 1 1 , we failed, and the next morninn; came
lip the bark which created 16 much unealinefs j and
put Mr. Selkirk and his crew on board her. As our

^lins were but very thinly manned, and there was
likely tc be more a»^ions than fince we had been in

rVfe feas, it was therefore thought advifeable to

recruit a little -, which, confidering where we were,

wi'i eem a httle extraordinary : but the myftery will

be very foon explained, by my telling the reader, that,

on the 1 6th, we multered the negroe*: on board the

Duke, and found them thirty-five, ftrong able fel-

lows, fit for fervice. When they were together, I

told them, that, if ihey would behave bravely and
aft faithfully, their flavery was at an end-, on which
thirty-two of them engaged, and defired they might
be improved in the ufe of arms, which fome oi thern

Vol. III. N already
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already underftood •, adding, that, if I v/ould allow

them arms and powder, thefe would teach the reft.

Upon this, I made Michael Kendall, the Jamaica

free negro, who deferted from the Spaniards to us at

Gorgona, their leader; and charged him to be conti-

nually exercifing them, becaufe 1 did not know how
foon we might meet with an enemy. I took down

the names of thofe that had any , and thofe that want-

ed, I beftowed names on them -, and, to confirm our

contra6l, I made them drink a dram all round, to our

good fuccefs. At the lame time, 1 gave them bays

tor cloathsi and told them, they mull look upon

themfelves as Englillimen, and no more as negro

(laves to the Spaniards -, at which tiiey exprefled

themfelves highly pleafed.
'

The next morning, we faw a fail; and both the

Duchefs and we gave chace, and took her in an hour's

time. She was a velfel of feventy tons, and had four-

and-twenty negroes, men and women, in her. After

this, we ftood over to the bay of Jecames, where the

Indians are free ; and, with much-ado, by the help

of a prieft, entered on trade with them. On the

27th, we began to heel and clean our Ihips bottoms;

and fcnt icveral of our beft failors, and two carpen-

ters, to afTift the Marquis afhore. Our men kept

one half at arms, wiiile the reil loaded the boats, left

the Indians, who are generally treacherous, fliould

watch an opportunity to fall on them. Our people,

that came off the lliore, took particular notice, that

the red paint, with which the Indians were firft daub-

ed, was a declaration of war; and, after we had

amicably treated with them, they rubbed it off; but

ilill kept their arms. We fent then tlircc large wooden

Spanifh faints, that we had out of Morell's fhip, to

adorn their church ; which they accounted a great

prefent : and 1 fent a feathered cap to the chief In-

dian's wife ; which was likewife very well accepted

:

and I had a prefent of bows and arrows in requit.il.

Jn the mean time, our linguift and prifoner managed
their
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their bufinefs beyond expe6bation, felling very ordi-

nary bays at one piece of eight and an half per yard,

and other things in proportion j fo that we had pro-

vilions very cheap*

On Septembv^r i , we failed from thence ; and, on

the 6th, captain Courtney, captain Cooke, and cap-

tain Dampier, dined on board of me, when captain

Cooke complained of his fhip being crank ; and that

We need not have tacked fo near tiie fhore, fmce we
might eafiiy have fetched the Gallapagos without

tacking. All agreed to this, except our pilot, Dam-
pier, who was pofitive of feeing other lands about

100 or MO leagues from the main, under the equinox.

He toid us, he was at them formerly, and has de-

Icribed them in one of his voya-^esi and that thofe

illands we were at, lay to the well of rhem : but wc
judged him millaken, or we had feen them in the laft

runs to and from thefe iflands. On the 8th, we ran

over and beyond where our pilot affirmed the iflands

were; fo that we all agreed, that the iflands he was

at, when a bucanneering, could be no other, but

thofe we were at, and were i>,oin ; to now, the neureft

part of tnem lying 165 leagues to the weilward of
the main-land.

'Hie fame day, we made one of the Gallapagos

iflands i and, the next day, hoifted out our pinnace:

captain Dover and Mr. Glendall went in for the fliore.

TJie Duchefs's pinnace returned very foon, laden with

turtles. \\\ the mean time, we came to an anchor in

about thirty fathom water, about two miles off fliore,

being rocky at bottom, in iettin^j; o the anchor, the

buoy-rope was immediately cut off, and our fliip

drove; lb that: we thought our cable was alfo cut:

but, after driving about half a mile, the fliip rode

very well. Wefent our yawl and Ibme men afliore,

to turn fome turtles in the night: but to no purpofe;

becaufe we afterward found, they only came afliore in

the day.

N 2 On
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On the 13th, the Duchefs's peo[)1e having informed

us where they got their land turtles, I fent our pin-

nace, which, at night, returned with thirty-feven, and

fome fait they found in a pond; and the yawl brought

twenty fea turtles: fo that we were very full of them.

Some of the largeft of the land turtles arc about 100

pounds weight-, and thofe of the fea upwards of 400.

The land turtles laid eggs on our acck. Our men
brought fome from the fhore, about the bignefs of a

goofe*s egg. white, with a large thick ihell, exaftly

round.

Thefe creatures are the ugliefl: in nature; the Ihell

not unlike the top of an old hackney-coach, as black

as jet; and fo is the outfide ikin, but Ihrivelled, and

very rough; The legs and neck are long, and about

the bignefs of a man's wrift; and they have club-feet,

as big as one's fift, fhaped much like thofe of an ele-

phant, with five thick nails on the fore-feet, and but

four behind; and the head little, and vifage fmall, like

fnakes ; and look very old and black. When at firft

furprifed, they Ihrink their neck, head, and legs, un-

der their fnell. Two of our men, with lieutentant

Siratton, and the trumpeter of the Duchefs, affirm

they faw vaft large ones of this fort, about four feet

high. They mounted two men on the back of one of

them, which, with its uiual flow pace, carried them,

and never regarded the weight, 'fhey fuppofed this

could not weigh lefs than 700 lb. I do not affeft giv-

ing relations of ftrange creatures, fo frequently done

by others; but where an uncommon creature falls in

my way, I cannot omit it. The Spaniards tell us,

they know of none elfewhere in theib feas; but they

ate common in Brafil.

On the 15th, we had a fine breeze, came up to the

reft, and agreed to lie by, with our heads to the eaft-

ward, till midnight, being in fight of the rock, where

we loft poor Hatley, when laft here. On the 1 6th

at four o'clock in the afternoon, we fent our yawl

for
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for capialii Cooke and captain Courtney, with whom
we agreed to bear away, feeing lb many jQands and

focks to the weftward, we did not care to incumber

ourlelves among them in the night. By fix, we found

the remedy worfe than the dileale, and, at maft-head,

could fee all low rocks, a)moll joining from illand to

ifland, that we feemed land-locked for three points of

the compafs, and no way open, but to the fouth-eaft,

from whence we came-, fo we relblved to return that

way, and made Ihort trips all night, keeping conti-

nual founding, for fear of Iholes, and had from forty

to fixty fathom water. In the morning, we had got

far enough to windward to return. We could have no
obfervation, the fun being in our zenith, tho* we found

the weather here much colder, than in any latitude

within ten degrees ofeach fide the equator. The Du-
chefs (not being fo well provided with turtle as we)

fent her boat alhore on another ifland, where they got

her lading of excellent turtle, leaving a vaft number
on Ihorc that they could not bring away. We had as

many aboard as we had room for. At feven we all

joined, and agreed to lie by till two in the morning,

whence we continued our courfe, with an eafy fail,

till break-day: we were abreaft of the Thorough-
fare, where we tried for water the laft time.

I ordered a gun to be fired at a venture, to fee if

it were pofllble Mr. Hatley could be there alive, and
then feeing, or hearing us, might make a fmoke on
fhore, as a fignal ; but we had no fuch good luck

;

fo that our hopes for him were all vanifhed, and, we
finally concluded, that we could do no more for him,

than we had done already. The i8th and 19th,

we faw feveral more iflands, one of them a large one,

which we fuppofed reached near the Equinoctial, and
abundance of fmall iflands betwixt us. The 19th at

noon, we had an indifferent good obfervation, lati-

tude 2*^ 2' north. We faw in all (fome that we
fearched, and others that we viewed at a diitance at

both times) no lefs than fifty, but none that had the

. N 3 leall;
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Icaft appearance of frefh water. Sig. Morell tells

me, that a Spanifh man of war, employed to cruife

for pirates, was once at an ifland that lies by itfclfin

latitude i" lo' or 30 fouth; they called it St. Maria

del Aquada, a plealant ifland, and good road, fnll

of wood, and plenty of water, and turtle of both

forts, with fifli, &c. lying about 140 Spanifh leagues

weft from the ifland of Plata; but, I believe, it is

at leaft thirty leagues more, and that it is no other

but the fame ifland where captain Davis, the Englilh

bucanneer, recruited; and all the light he has left to

find it again is, that it lies to the weftward of thefe

iflands he was at with the other bucanneers, which,

as I have before examined, can be no other than

thefe iflands we had been twice at. We had no oc-

cafion to look for this ifland the fecond trip, though,

I believe, it is eafy to find it out without farther di-

rcftions.

Here are moft forts of fea-birds among thefe

iflands, and fome land- birds, particularly hawks of

feveral forts, and turtle-doves, both fo very tame,

that we often hit them down with Iticks. I faw no

forts of beafts ; but there are guanas in abundance,

and land-turtle almoft on every ifland. It is llrange

how the latter got here; bccaufe they cannot come of

themfelves, and none of that fort are found on the

inain. Seals haunt fome of thefe iflands, but not fo

numerous, nor their fur fo good, as at Juan Fer-

nandez: a very large one made at me three feveral

times, and, had I not happened to have a pike-ftaff,

pointed with iron, in my hand, I might have been

killed by him ; I was on the level fand when he came

open mouthed at me, out of the water, as quick and

fierce as the moft angry dog let loofe: 1 (Iruck the

jpoint into his breaO, and woninded him all the three

times he made at me-, which forced him at laft to tt

tire, with an ugly nofe, fnarling, and fliew^ng his long

teeth at me out of the water. This amphibious beaft

was as big as a large bear.

7 P^
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On the firft of Oftobcr we made the main land of

Mexico. Our bufinefs now was, to look for the

iflands called Tres Marias, to procure fome refrefh-

inents •, and found this a work of difficulty, being

very uncertain as to their fituation. On the 4th in

the afternoon, Ca]^:e Corientes bore eaft north-eaft

about ten leagues : the next morning, being very

clear weather, we difcovered two iflands at the dis-

tance of fourteen leagues, one bearing north by weft,

the other north by eaft. At noon we had an obfer-

vation, and found ourfelves in the latitude of 20** 45'

north. The fight of thefe iflands was very fatisfac-

tory *, for, though our men had their fill of land and
fea-turtle, which kept them from the fcurvy, yet I

found them weak, it being but a faint fort of food,

except they had enough bread or flour with it;

whereas they had but a pound and a quarter of bread

or flour for five men a day ; which was done to pro-

long our ftock of bread againft we came to live wholly

on our fait provifions, and fhould be then forced to

allow more.

On the 6th, we fent lieutenant Fry, in the pin-

nace, on fhore, on the eaftermoft ifland, to try whe-
ther there was any good road or conveniency for us

to recruit there. At nine they returned, and told

me, the ifland had foul ground near half a mile from

the fhore, bad anchorage, worfe landing, and no
frefli water, but wood enough. A melancholy fate

to us, our water growing fhort. We haled on a

wind for the middle ifland, which captain Dampier,

I believe, can remember he was at, when he belong-

ed to captain Swan^ and found water. Having little

wind, we fent our boat towards the ifland, to view it,

before we couid get up thither with the fhip. The
Duchefs*s people, and our pinnace, had been afliore at

fcvcral places on the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland, an4

found better water at every place. On the 8th, thofe

that had been on the ifland reported, they faw no fign

pfany people having been lately there, but found a hu^

N 4 jpan
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man (kull above ground -, which we fuppofed to be one

of the two Indian captains Dampier tells us were left

here by captain Swan about twenty-three years ago

;

for victuals being fcarce with thefe bucanneers, they

woul4 not carry the poor Indians any farther-, but,

after they had ferved their turns, left theqi to make
a miferable end on a defolate ifland.

Wp kept a light out all night, and a fire in the

ifland, that, if the Marquis and bark, who had lefc

company, faw it, and had a gale, they might come
into anchor-ground : but, having no fight of therr^

at day-break, I went on board our confort, and pro-

pofed my going out to look after them ; but they

made light of it, and thought it necdlefs, believing

they would be in after us without any afliftance. The
recruit of cattle, hogs, and plantains, at Fccames,

held to the Gallapagos ; and we fed on the turtle

ever fince, excepting thofe two laft days. This ac-

cidental dock of frefli food was fome refrefliment to

pur men, and prolonged our flock of European pro-

vifions. On the 9th, I fent lieutenant Glendall to

view the other fide of the ifland ; and he told me,
on his return, thdt it was much better than this, had
feveral fandy bays, in which he faw the track ofmany
turtle. ' Upon this intelligence, 1 fent back the boat

thither in the evening, and next morning they came
aboard with a full load of turtle, and left another be-

hind them ready turned j and, which was of much
greater confequence, they found tolerably eoo^l water •,

whereas what we had hitherto drank was pnyfical, and
pj|]rged exccflively. As >ve wooded, watered, and
furniflieJ ourfelves with frcfli provifions here, and aq

thefe arc places very little known, I (hall defcrib9

them.
'

•
-

The iflands of Tres Marias lie north-wefl^, in a

range, about four leagues afunder. The largeft

ifland is the weftermoft, which appears to be high

double land, and above five leagues in length ; the

jjniddlc ifland about three leagues the longefl: way
^
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and the eaftermofl fcarcc two leagues : thefe are alfq

liigh lands, and full of trees. Near the leaft ifland

are two or three fmal), broken, white iflands. One of

the outermofl: of thefe appeared fo much like a (hip

under fail at a diftance, that we gave the ufual fignal

for a chace, but foor? found our miftake. Thefe

iflands have abundance of different forts of parrots,

pigeons, doves, and other land birds, of which we
killed great numbers, with excellent hares, but much
iefs than ours : we faw abundance of guanas, and

fome raccoons; the latter barked and fnarledat us like

dO;5S,* but were eafily beat off with (ticks. I think

the water more worthy of remark than any thing we
faw here -, b-caufe we found but two good fprings,

which ran down in large ftreams near others, that

were very bitter and difagreeable, which, I fuppofe,

might proceed from (hrubs and roots that grow in

the water, or from fome mineral.

The turtle here are very good, but of a different

(hape from any I have feen ; and, though vulgarly

there are reckoned but three forts of turtle, we have
feen fix or feven different forts at fcveral times •, and
our people have eat of them all, except the very large

whooping or loggerhead turtle, (as they are called)

found in Brafil in great plenty, and fome of them
above 500 lb. weight : we did not eat of that fort,

becaufe then our provifions were plentiful. Thofc at

the Gallap4gos idands, both male and female, I ob<

ferved, came aftiore in the day time, and not in thq

night, quite different from what 1 h^vc feen or heard

of the red. All that we caught in this idand, was
by turning them in the night, and were females which
came a(hore to lay their eggs in the dry fand ; one
of thefe nad 800 fg^s in its bplly, 150 of which were
feady for laying.

I could not imagine, that turde were fix weeks in

hatching, as fome authors write, confidering the fun

makes the fand fo very hot where-ever thofe eggs
are found ; and that indead of a (la^ll, they have no-
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thing but a very thin film : in order therefore to be
better informed, I ordered fome of our men on (here

to watch carefully for one, and fufFer her to lay her

eggs without difturbance, and to take good notice

ot the time and place. Accordingly they did fo,

and affured me, they found the eggs addled in Icfs

than twelve hours •, and, in about twelve hours more,

they had young ones in them, completely Ihaped, and

alive : had we ftaid a little longer, 1 might have given

myfelf and others, thorough fatisfadion in this quick

production of tortoifes : from whence I am inclinable

to credit the report of divers of our failors, who affcrr,

that where they have found eggs in the fand, and

looked for them in three days time after, in the fame

place, they found nothing but films : this Ihews, that

the young ones are hatched within that time. They
^ffured me alfo, that they had obfervcd, more than

once, that the young brood run out of the fand every

day, diredlly for the fea, in great numbers, and

quicker than the old ones. There was little fifli about

the (bores of this ifland, and of the fame forts men-

tioned at other places in thefe feas ; but the plenty of

turtle, at this time, fupplied the defedl. We found

good anchor-ground about this middle ifland, and

gradual foundings, from twenty to four fathom wa-

ter, clofe by the Ihore. Between this and the leaft

jfland, it is about the fame depth, as where we were.

Between them I found no ftioal, but v^hat was vifible;

^s a rock off the foyth-welt point, and a flioal off the

north-eaft point of th'e fame, with another at a great

(diftance from that point of the lealt ifland, but neither

runs above half a mile from the fliore.

On the ift of November we faw high-lands, which

proved the point of California, or that head-land

which the failors call Cape St. Lucas. It was now ne-

ccflTary to put in execution the rules we had formerly

laid down for cruifing*, as alfo to fettle our regulations

about plunder, and agaihlt gaming •, all which was

(dv>nc on the eleventh. According to our agrcemen:,

min$
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mine was to be the outermoft (hip, the Duchefs in the

middle, ard the Marquis next the land -, the neareft

{hip to be fix leagues at leaft, and nine at mod, from

the Ihore ; the bark to ply to-and-fro, and carry ad-

vice from (hip to fhip. By this agreement, we could

fpread fifteen leagues, and fee any thing that might

pals us in the day within twenty leagues of the fhorej

and, to prevent the fhips palling in the night, we
were to ply to windward all day, and drive all night.

On the fifth of No^?ember we changed our fituation,

and the Duchefs was next the fhore, and the Marquis

in the middle. It gave us great fatisfadtion, to con-

fider, that in this very place, and about this very

day, Sir Thomas Candifh took the Manilla (hip.

On the I dth, we lent the bark to look for water

on the main ; and the next morning they returned,

having feen wild Indians, who paddled to them on
bark- logs : they were fearful of coming near our peo-

ple at firft, but were foon prevailed with to accept of

a knife or two, and fome bays j for which they re-

turned two bladders of water, a couple of live foxes,

and a deer*s-fkin. Till now, we thought 'the Spa-
niards had miflionaries among thefe people -, but they

being naked, having no fign of European com-
modities, nor the leaft word of Spanilh, we concluded

they were quite favage. We difpatched the barjc

and boat a fecond time with trifles, in hopes to get

Ibme refrefhment from them.

On the 1 8th, biifore fun-fet, we could perceive

our bark under the fhore i and, having little wind,

fhe drove moft part of the night, to be near us in the

morning. We fent out our pinnace, and brought the

men aboard, who told us, that their new acquaint-

ance were grown very familiar, but were the pooreft

wretches in nature, and had no manner of refrefh-r

ment for us: they came freely aboard to cat fome of
our vi«5tuals, and by figns, invited our men afhore.

The Indians fwam aftiore to guide the bark-logs that

bur men y^ere on, there being ;oo much fea to land

out
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put of our boat. After they got fafe on fhore, the

Indians led each of our men betwixt two of them, up
the banki where there was an old naked gentleman,

with a deer (kin fpread on the ground, on which

they kneeVd before pur people, who did the like,

and wjpea thp wa^ef off their faces without a cloth.

Thefe that led them frpm the water fide, took the

fame carq of them for a quarter of a mile, and led

them very flowly, through a narrow pafs, to their

huts, where they founda<Jull mufician, rubbing two

jagged {ticks acrofs each other, and humming to it,

to divert and welcome their new guefts. After thefp

ceremonies were oyer, our people fat on the ground

with them, eat broiled fifh, and were attended back

in the fame manner, with the Indian mufic. The
favages brought a fample of every thing they hac^,

except their women, children, and arms, which we

find are not common to ftrangers. Their knives,

made of (h^rks teeth, and a few other of their curio-

fities, our people brought aboard to me, which \

prefcrved, to fhew what fhifts may be made.

On the 28th in the afternoon, we heard the Mar-

quis fire a gun, which was anfwered by the Duchefs,

who had the middle birth. We tacked immediately,

and made all poflible f^il, fuppofing they had fecn a

ftranger. The Marquis liood to us, toward thp

Ihore, and we foon met here : by four o'clock I was

aboard them, and inquired into the caufe of the

^larm ; was furprifed to hear they took us for the

Klanilla fhip, and the gun they fired, was to alarm

the Duchefs to give chace, as Ibe had done all the

day, though not regarded by us, who knew the

Marquis, and admired they could miftake the Duke,
immediately each fhip returned to his ftation. Soo^

after our main tie gave way, and our main yard came
<iown at once, but did no other damage. Next
morning we faw the bark coming off Ihore, where

fhe had been becalmed : being longer wanting than

iifual, we were afraid they were cut off by the Indian^.



CAPTAIN WOOt)ES ROGERS. 189

On the pthof December, Mr. Duck, the mafter of

the bark, came aboard, and prefented me with fome

dolphins he had from the Indians. I ordered our

mafter to go with him, and endeavour, if pofllble,

to difcover the Ihore along to the northward, to find

out a better harbour than that where the Indians

lived; and, if they met with the Duchefs, to tell

captain Courtney, I thought it convenient for one of

the Ihips to go into the bay we had already difcovcr-

ed, and there to take in water and wood, &c. fo to

fit our fhips by turns, to fave time, and, confe-

quently, provifions, which began now to grow fhort

with us. We were alfo fomething dubious of feeing

the Manilla fhips, becaufe it was near a month after

the time they generally fall in with this coaft where

we were cruifing for them ; but, what embarrafled

us moft was, the impoffibility of procuring any in-

telligence which might deliver us from this perplexi-

ty. To ad with judgment and fpirit info nice a con-

junfture, it was relblved on the 4th, that the Mar-
quis fhould go into the harbour, in order to refit

;

that 1 and the duke fhould keep the outward birth,

and the Duchefs remain between us and the fhore.

It was likewife fixed, that we fhould cruife but eight

days longer in hopes of this Manilla fhip.

On confidering our provifions, we found the bread

on board all the fhips, at our prefent fhort Pilowance,

for about feventy days at mofl. Our run ic Guam,
one of the Ladrones, could not polTibly be perform-

ed in lefs than fifty days; which added to the time

we were flill to remain here, made it evident, that,

on our arrival there, we fhould have bread only for

eleven days : and, even then, we ran two hazards

;

the firfl, that our voyage might be longer, and,

in that cafe, our bread muft fail, before we ar-

rived at Guam ; the other, that, in cafe we had fuch

a remainder of bread when we came there, it was
not quite certain, that we fhould obtain a fupply.

Yet, at all events, wc were obliged to refolvc upon
this
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this courfe, becaufe it was fimply impoflible for us to

go round by Cape Horn, and fo to the Brafils, where
we might have fold our goods to va(t advantage,

and made our voyage back to Great Britain in much
Icfs time.

The thoughts of all thefe difficulties naturally made
us a little melancholy: however, on the 21ft of De-
cember, we bore away for tfye port where the Marquis
was refitting; but, about nine in the morning, the

man at the rrtaft-head cried out, that he faw a fail,

bcfides the Duchefs and bark, didant about fcven

leagues from us. We hoiiled our enfign immediate-

ly, and bore away after her; the Duchefs did the

like; but, it falling calm, I ordered the pinnace to be

manned, and fent out, to n^ake what fhe was. In the

mean time, our (hip's company were ftrangely divid-

ed in their opinion : fome were very pofuive, that it

was the Marquis come out of port; and, to confirm

this, they aflerted, that the fail had no fore top-maft;

upon which we recalled the pinnace, put a cap aboard

her for the Marquis, and then fent her away again

;

and by this time it was noon. All the reft of the day

we had very little wind, fo that we made, no great

way ; and the boat not returning, kept us in a lan-

guifliing condition, not being able to determine,

whether the fail was our confort the Marquis, or the

Acapulco (hip. Our pinnace was ftill in fight, and

we had nothing to do but to watch her motions: we

could fee, that (he made towards the Duchefs's pin-

nace, which rowed to meet her : they lay together

fome time, and then the Duchefs's pinnace went

back to their (hip, which gave us great hopes.

In order to obtain fome certainty, I ordered Mr.

Fry on board the Duchefs, in our yawl, to know
what that (hip was, and to agree, if' Ii>e was not the

Marquis, how to engage her : as foon as the yawl

was gone, we hoifted French colours, and fired a

gun, which the ftranger anfwered ; and this in fome

mtafure, cleared the doubt. Mr. Fry, however,

quickly
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quickly returned, with the joyful news, that this was

really the Manilla Ihip, for which we had waited fo

long, and of feeing which we began now to dcfpair.

This revived all our courage, and every body was

as a6live in preparing for the engagement, as we
could poflibly defire. The thoughts of being made
at once, difperfed all our melancholy reflcdtions

on the fliortnefs of our provifions, and our long run

CO Guam.
We had now nothing in our heads, but being

mailers of the mighty treafure on board this India

(hip; and every moment feemed an hour, till we
came up with her. We agreed the two pinnaces

fhould tend her all night, and keep fliewing falfe

fires, that we might know whereabout they and the

chace were -, and if we were fo fortunate as to come
up with her together, we agreed to board her at once.

We made a clear fhip before night, had every thing

in readinefs to engage her at day- break, and kept a

very good look-out all night for the boat's falfe

fires, which we faw, and anfwered frequently. Ac
day-break we faw the chace upon our weather bow,

about a league from us, the Duchefs a-head of her

to leeward, near about half as far. Towards fix our

boat came aboard, having kept very near the chace

all the night, and received no damage ; but told us,

the Duchefs paffed by her in the night, and (he fired

two (hot at them,* but they returned none. We had

no wind, but got out eight of our fhip's oars, and
rowed above an hour i then there fprung up a fmall

breeze.

I ordered a large kettle of chocolate to be made
for our Ihip's company (having no fpirituous liquor

to give them) J then we went to prayers, and, before

we had concluded, were dilhirbed by the enemy's fir-

ing at us. They had barrels hanging at each yard-

arm, that looked like powder- barrels, to deter us

from boarding theiik About eight o'clock we began
to
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to engage her by ourfelves ; for the Ouchefs, being
to leeward, and having little wind, did not come up.
The enemy fired her ftern-chace upon us firit, which
we returned with our fore-chace feveral times, till wc
came nearer; and, when clofe aboard each other, we
gave her feveral broadfides, plying our fmall arms
very brilkly; which they returned as thick for a

while, but did not ply' their great giins half fo faft as

we. After Ibme time, we ftiot a little a-head of

them, lying thwart her hawfe, clofe aboard; and
plied them fo warmly, that (he foon ftruck her co-

lours two-thirds down. By this time the Duchefs

came up, and fired about five guns, with a volley of

fmall lliot ; but the enemy, having fubmitted, made
no return.

We fent our pinnace aboard, and brought the cap-

tain, with the officers, away; and, having examined

them, found there v. as another (hip come out of Ma-
nilla with them, of larger burden, having about forty

brafs guns mounted, and as many pattereroes ; but,

they told us, they loft her company three months

ago, and reckoned ihe was got to Acapulco before

this time, fhe failing better than this (hip. This

prize was called by the fwelling name of No(tra Sc-

niora de la Incarnacion Difenganio, fir John Pichberty

commander; ihe had twenty guns, twenty pattere-

roes, and 193 men aboard, whereof nine were killed,

ten wounded, and feveral blown up with powder.

We engaged them about three glailes ; in which

time, we had only myfelf and another man wounded.

I was (hot through the left cheek ; the bullet ftruck

away great part of my upper jaw, and feveral of my
teeth, part of which dropt down upon the deck,

where I fell : the other, William Powell, an Irilh

landman, was (lightly wounded in the buttock.

They did us no great damage in our rigging, but a

(hot difabled our mizen-maft. I was forced to write

what I would fay, to prevent the lofs of blood, and

becaufe of the pain I fuffered by fpeaking,

- On

commam
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On the 23d of September, after we had put our

(hips to rights, we ftood in for the harbour, whicK

was diftant about feven leagues to the north-eaft.

Our furgeons went on board the prize, to drcfs their

wounded men. About four in the afternoon we
came to anchor, and received the compliments of all

on board the Marquis, on our fudden and unexpefted

fuccefs, and which atforded us no fmall fatisfaftion

:

we found that (hip in good condition, ready to fail,

and all the men on board her very brifk, and eager

for action. At eight in the evening, we had a con-

fultation on the two great points •, firft, what (hould

be done with the hollages ; and, next, how we fhould

aft with refpeft to the other Manilla (hip, which we
thought there was at leaft a great probability of our
taking, if we could remain here a little longer. We
agreed that it would be bed, fmce we !iad good rea-

fon to believe the hoftages from Guiaquil, and the

commander of the Manilla (hip, who was a French
gentleman, viz. the chevalier Jean Pichberti, bro-

ther to the famous Mr. du Cafs, to be men of ftridb

honour •, to make the beft terms polTible, and then fet

them at liberty. As to the other, we met with

greater difficulty. I was very defirous of going out

with the Duchefs to cruife for the other Manilla (hip;

but there having been fome refledlions caft, on ac-

count of the Duchefs not engaging our laft prize fo

foon as it was thought (he might have done, captain

Courtney was abfolutely bent on going out witn the

Marquis : and the officers of both (hips voting for

this in the committee, my propofal was over- ruled,

and we were forced to (lay in the harbour againft our

will. It was, however, agreed, that we (hould put
ten of our beft hands on board the Duchefs, that (he

might be the better able to attack the Acapulco (liip,

if Ihe faw her; and, on Chriftmas-eve, (he and the

Marquis failed. As foon as they were gone, we put
part of the goods aboard the bark into the prize, in

order to fend away our prifoners. The agreement we

'

Vol, III. O made
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made with them was this : as there were ftill 4000
pieces of eight due for the ranfom of Guiaquil, we
agreed to fell them the bark and cargo for 2000
morci and to take the chevalier Pichberti*s bills,

payable in London, for the round fum of 6000
pieces of eight j which he very readily gave us, and

an acknowledgment under his hand, that he thought

it a good bargain. < n . : !:> ;

On Chriftmas-day we pofted two centinels on th
top of an hill, from whence they had a fair view of

t|ie fea, with inftru^tions, whenever they faw three

fail of Ihips in the offing, to make three wafts with

the\r colours, that we might have time enough to fe-

cure our prifoners, and to get rut to the relief of our

opnforts i \^hkh indeed we expeded, as having cer-

tain intelligence that this was a much ftronger Ihip

than the other^ better manned, and better provided

in all refpefts •, lb that, if fhe was carried, it mull

prove very hard work on both fides, for which we

were to prepare. On the 26th, in the afternoon, the

centinels made three v^afts, and we immediately fent

the yaul to them for better fatisfaftion, and found

there were three fail out at fea: upon which we in-

ftantly put all the prifoners aboard the bark, taking

away her fails, and fetched our men aboard, leaving

only twenty-two hands belonging to us aboard the

prize, to keep, aflift, and look after them. The
prifoners, who were about 1 70, being fecured aboard

our bark, without arms, rudders, fails, or a boat,

and moored near a mile from our prize, a few more

of our men than was fufficient to give them viduals

and drink, might have guarded them very fafelyj

yet for the more fecurity, we left a lieutenant of each

ihip, and the above men well armed, aboard our

prize, and immediately weighed, in order to go and

aflift our conforts to attack the great Ihip when Hic

came in fight. Captain Dover thought fit to go on

board the prize, and exchange pofts with one of the

'
•
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lieutenants that guarded the prifoners, and fent him

to us in his Head.

I was in fo weak a condition, and my head and

throat lb much fwelled, that I yet fpake in great pain,

and not loud enough to be heard at any diftance ; fo

that all the reft of the chief officers, and our furgeons,

would have perfuaded me to ftay in the harbour in

fafety aboard our prize. We weighed our anchors,

and got under fail at feven o'clock ; we faw lights fe«

veral times in the night, which we took to be our con-

forts boats making falfe fires.

In the morning, at day-break, we faw three fail to

the windward 01 us ; but were fo far diftant, that we
could not make which were our conforts, and which

the Chace, till about nine o'clock, when we faw the

Dutchefs and Chace near together, and the Marquis

Handing to them with all the fail Ihe could croud.

We made what fail we could, but were to leeward

of them three or four leagues, and having a fcanc

wind, made little way. At noon, they bore fouth-eaft

of us, being right to windward about three leagues.

In the afternoon) we faw the Marquis come up with

the Chace, and engage her pretty brifl-^ly •, but foon

fell to leeward out of cannon-fhot, and lay a confi-

derable time, which made us think fhe was Ibme way
or other difabled. I ordered the pinnace to be man-
ned, and fent away to her ; and, if what we fufpedt-

ed proved true, and we had no wind to get up with

them before night, our boat might dog the Chace with

fignals till the morning, that Ihe might not efcape us

and the other fhips ; but before the boat could gee

up with them, the Marquis made fail, and came up
v/ith the Chace j and both went to it again brifldy

for four glafies and upward. Then the fhip, whi^h
we took to be the Duchefs, fleered a-head to wind-

ward of the enemy, I fuppole to fix her rigging, or

ftop her leaks. Meanwhile the other fhip kept her

in play, till fhe bore down again -, and each firing a

broadfidc or two, left off becaufe it was dark. They
O 2 then
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then bore fouth of us, which was right in the wind's

eye, diftant about two leagues. -

By midnight we were pretty well up with them,

and our boat came aboard, having made falfe fires,

which we anfwered. They had been aboard the Du-
chefs and the Marquis, and told me the former had

her fore-maft much difablcd, and the ring of an an-

chor fhot away, with feveral men wounded, and one

killed, having received a fhot in the powder-room,

and feveral in their upper works, but all flopt : they

engaged the fhip by themfelves the night before, which

was what we took to be the boats lights, being out

of the hearing of the guns. At that time they could

perceive the enemy was in diforder, her guns not

being all mounted, and confequently their netting-

deck and clofe-quarters unprovided ; fo that, had it

been my good fortune in the Duke, to accompany the

Duchefs, as I defired, we all believed we might then

have carried this great fhip ; or if they in the Du-
chefs, had thought of taking mofl of the men out

of the Marquis, who did not fail well enough to

come up to their affiflance at firfl, they alone, very

probably, might have taken her, by boarding at once,

before the Spaniards had experienced our (trength

;

being afterward fo well provided, as encouraged them

to lie driving, and give us all opportunity to board

them when we pleafed. Captain Cooke fent me word,

that the Marquis had fired near all her fhot and pow-

der ; but had efcaped very well, both in mafls, rig-

ging. and men. I fent our boat with three barrels

of powder, and fhot in proportion, and lieutenant

Fry, to confult our conforts how to engage the ene-

my to the bed advantage at break of day. The
Chace had made fignals to our fhip all the day and

night, becaule fhe took us for lier confort, which

we had in pofTeffion ; and, after it was dark, had

edged away to us, otherwife I fhould not have been

up with her, having very little wind, and that againft

us. 4 -

- ^
'•..'
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In the morning, as foon as it was day, the wind

veering at once, put our fhip about, and the Chace

fired firft upon the Duchefs, who, by means of the

wind's veering, was neareft the enemy : flie returned

it fmartly : we flood as near as poflible, firing as our

guns came to bear: but the Duchefs being by this

time thwart the haws, and firing very faft, thofe fhot

that mifled the enemy, flew from the Duchefs over

us, and betwixt our mafts ; fo that we ran the rifle of

receiving more damage from them than from the

enemy, if we had lain on her quarters and crofe her

ftern, as I defigned, while the enemy lay driving

there : this forced us to lay along-fide, clofe aboard

her, where we kept firing round-fliot, and did not

load with any bar or partridge, becaufe the fliip's

fides were too thick to receive any damage by it •,

and no men appearing in fight, it would have been a

clog to the force of our round-ftiot. •

We kept clofe aboard her, and drove as ftie did,

as near as poflible: the enemy kept to their clofe-

quarters •, fo that we did not fire our fmall arms till

wefaw a man appear, or a port open ; when we fired

as quick as polfible. Thus we continued for four

glafles, about which time we received a fliot in tiie

main-maft, which much difabled it : foon after, the

Duchefs and we firing to;j;ether, came back clofe un-

der the enemy, and had like to have been all aboard

her : lb that we could make little ufe of our guns.

Then we fell a-fl:ern in our birth along-fide, where

the enemy ihrew a fire ball out of one of her tops,

which lighting upon our quarter-deck, blew up a

cheft of arms and cartouch-boxes, all loaded, and

feverai cartridges of powder in the fl:eerage •, by
which means Mr. V:inburgh our agent, and a Dutch-

man, were very much burnt. It might have done

more damage, had it not been quenched foon. Af^

ter we got clear of each other, the Duchefs flrood in

for the ftiore, where flic lay braced to, mending her

"ggingj &c. The Marquis fired feverai fliot, but

O 3 to
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to little purpofe, her guns being fmall : we were clofe

aboard leveral times afterwards, till at laft we re-

ceived a fecond fliot in the main-maft, not far from
the other, which rent it miferably, and the maft fet-

tled to it ; fo that we were afraid it would drop by
the board: and, having our rigging Ihattered very

much, we fteered off and brought to, making a fig-

nal to our conforts what to do : in the interim, we
got ordinary fifties for a fupport to the main-maft,

and faftened it as well as we could, to fecure it at

prefent.

Captain Courtney and captain Gooke came aboard

with other officers •, where we confidered the con-

dition the three ftiips were in, their mafts and rig-

ging being much damaged, in a place where wc
could get no recruit ; that if we engaged her again,

we could propqfe to do no more than what we had

already done, which was evident did her no great

hurt ; befide, our ammunition was very fhort, hav-

ing only enough to engage a few glafles longer : all

this being ferioufly confidered, and knowing the

difficulty we fliould have to get mafts, and the time

and provifions we muft fpend before we could get

them fitted, we refolved to forbear attempting her

further, fince our battering her fignified little, and

we had not ftrength enough to board her: there-

fore we agreed to keep her company till night, then

to lofe her, and make the beft of our way into the

harbour, to fecure the prize we had already taken.

We engaged firft and laft about feven hours, dur-

ing all which time we had, aboard the Duke, but

eleven men wounded, three of whom were fcorched

with gun-powder. I was again unfortunately wound-
ed in my left foot with a fplinter, juft before we
blew up on the quarter-deck ; fo that I could not

ftand, but lay on my back in a great deal of mifery,

part of my heel-bone being ftruck out, and all under

my ancle cut above half-through •, which bled very

inpch, and weakened me before it could be drefled

and
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and ftoppcd. The Duchefs had about twenty men
killed and >youndcd : three of the latter and one of

the former were my men. The Marquis had none

killed or wounded, but two fcorched with powder.

The enemy's was a brave lofty new fhip, the ad-

miral of Manilla, and this the firft voyage (he had

made. She was called the Vigonia, of about 900
tons, and could carry fixty guns, about forty of

which were mounted, with as many pattereroes, all

brafs i her complement of men on board, as we were

jnfCrmed, was above 450, befide pafiengers : they

added, that 150 of the men on board this great (hip

were Europeans, feveral of whom had been formerly

pirates, and having now got all their wealth aboard,

were refolved to defend it to the laft. The gunner,

who had a po(t in Manilla, was an expert man, and

had provided the (hip extraordinary well for defence,

which made them fight fo defperately. Thefe large

(hips are built at Manilla, with excellent timber, that

will not fplinter ; they have very thick fides, much
(tronger than they build in Europe.

Thus ended our attempt on the biggeft Manilla

(hip, which I have heard related fo many ways at

home, that I thought it neceflary to fet down every

particular circumftance of it, as it ftood in my jour-

nal. Had we been together at firft, and boarded

her, we might probably have taken this great prize

;

but after the enemy had fixed her netting-neck and
clofe quarters, they valued us very little. I believe

alfo we might have burnt her with one of our (hips

;

but that was objeded againft by all the o(Hcers, be-

caufe we had goods of value on board all our (hips.

The enemy was the better provided for us, becau(e

they had heard at Manilla, from our Engli(h fettle-

ments in India, that there were two fmall (hips fitted

from Briftol, that defigned to attempt fomewhat in

the South Seas, and that captain Dampier was pilot

;

which was the reafon they had fo many Europeans

aboard the great fhip, mod of whom having, as I

O 4 laid,

''li
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faid, their wealth aboard, they would fight to the ut-

moft *, and having agreed to pay no freight there, had

filled up all between the guns with bales, to fecurc

the men.
On January i, 1 710, we returned again into port;

and as we were now determined to make as quick

difpatch as poflible, in our pafiage to the Eaft indies,

wc immediately parted with our priibners, giving

them the bark, with water and provifions luificient

for their voyage to Acapulco. Then we applied

ourfelves to fettling our own aflfairs. We fpenc our

time to the 7th in refitting, wooding, and watering;

and very fatisfadory it was for us to find as much
bread on board the prize, as, with our old ftock,

might fupply us in our long run to Guam.
About this time, captain Courtney, and his offi-

cers, with thofe on board the Marquis, were too wil-

ling to compliment captain Dover with the chief com-

mand of the prize, which, till now, I thought he

would not have accepted, his polls already being

above a commander of any of our prizes ; but I and

my officers were againft it, becaufe we believed cap-

tain Fry, or others, were fitter perfons to take charge

of her. r
''

After a long difpute, Mr. Fry and Mr. Stretton

were appointed both to a6t in equal pods, to take

charge of the navigating the fhip, though under cap-

tain Dover, almolt in the fame manner I propofcd at

firft ; only he had the title of chief captain in that

fhip, which was fo fmall a difference, where tides

were fo common, that we all confented to it : and

at the fame time they chofe officers, agreeing, that

we ihould put thirty men aboard her, the Duchels

twenty-five, and the Marquis thirteen, which, with

thirty-fix Manilla Indians, called lafcars, and other

prifoners we had left, made her complement about

no men': fo that all our differences about this af-

fair were at an end, and we drank to our fafe arrival

in Great Britain, In the morning, we put thirty-

five good hands aboard her; the Duchefs and Mar-
quis
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quis put no more than their Ihare. The captains

Courtney and Cooke, and two or three more of the

committee came to me, where we figned a paper

for captain Dover and the two commanders, recom-

mending peace and tranquilHty amongll them ; and

that, in cafe of reparation, the place of rendezvous

was to be Guam, one of the Ladrone iQands, where

we defigntd to touch.

As I have not filled this work with a variety of

defcriptions, fo, before I quit America, it may not

be amifs to give the reader fome account ot Califor-

nia ; the rather becaufe mod of what I relate I was

eye witnefs of, and therefore it deferves the greater

credit. 1 have heard from the Spaniards, that fome

of their nation had failed as far betwbct California

and the main as 42° north latitude, where, meeting

with fhoal water, and abundance of iflands^ they

durfl not venture any farther; fo that, if this be true,

in all probability, it joins to the continent a little

farther to the northward : for Ihoal water and iflands

are a general fisn of being; near fome main land. But
the Spaniards, having more territories in this part

of the world than they know how to manage, are

not curious after further difcoveries. The Manilla

Ihips, bound to Acapulco, often make this coaft in

the latitude 40° north ; and I never heard of any that

difcovered it farther to the northward. What I can

fay of it from my own knowlege is, that the land

where we were is, for the moft part, mountainous,

.

barren, and fandy, and had nothing but a few fhrubs

and bulhes, which produced fruit and berries of fe-

veral forts. Our men, who went in our bark to view
the country, about fifteen leagues to the north-

ward, fay, it was there covered with tall trees. The
Spaniards tell us of feveral good harbours in this

country -, but we found none of them near this cape.

We frequently faw fmoke in feveral places •, which

made us believe the inhabitants were pretty nume-
rous. The bay where we rode, had but very indif-

.. ... ferent
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fercnt anchoring-ground in deep water, and is the

worft recruiting-place we met with fince we came
out. The wind, at this time of the year, generally

blowing over land, makes it good riding on the ftar-

board-fide of the bay, where you anchor on a bank that

has from ten to twenty-five fathom water: but the

reft of the bay is very deep • and, near the rocks,

on the larboard fide, going in, there is no ground.

During the time of our ftay, the air was fercne, plea-

fant and healthful •, and we had no ftrong gales of

wind, very little rain, but great dews fell by night,

when it was very cold.

The natives we faw here had large limbs, were

very ftraight, tall, and of a much blacker com-

plexion than any other people that I had feen in the

South Seas; their hair long, black, and ftraight,

which hung down to their thighs : the men ftark-

naked ; and the women had a covering of leaves or

little clouts made of filk-grafs, or the fkins of birds

and beafts, round their waifts. All of them that we
faw were old, and miferably wrinkled. We fuppofe

they were afraid to let any of their young ones come
near us ; but needed not : for, befide the good or-

der kept among our men in that refpeft, if we judge

by what we faw, they could not be very tempting.

The language of the natives was as unpleafant to

us, as their afpeft ; for it was very harfti and broad,

and they pronounced it fo much in their throat. I

defigned to have brought two of them away with

me, in order to have had fome account of the coun-

try, when they had learnt fo much of our language

as to enable them to give it ; but being ftiort of pro^

vifions, I durft not venture it. . .,.

,

Some of them wore pearls about their arms and

necks, having firft notched each pearl round, and faf-

tened it with a ftring of filk-grafs -, for, I fuppofe, they

knew not how to bore them. The pearls were mixed

with little red berries, (Hcks, and bits of ftiells,

which they looked upon to be fo fine an ornament,

3
that,
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that, though we had glafs beads of feveral colours,

and other toys, they would accept none of them.

They coveted nothing we had but knives, and other

cutting inftrumentsi and were fo honeft, that they

did not meddle with our coopers or carpenters tools

;

fo that, whatever was left afhore at night, we found

in the morning. We faw nothing like Puropean

furniture or utenfils about them. Their huts were

very low, and made of branches of trees and reeds

;

but not fufficiently covered to keep out rain. They
had nothing like gardens or provifions about them.

They fubfifted chietiy on filli while we were here,

which, with the miferablenefs of their huts, that

feemed only to be made for a time, made us con-

clude they had no fixed habitation here, whatever

they might have elfcwhere j and that this was their

filhing-leafbn.
•'

' . , : ;^

We faw no nets or hooks, but wooden inftru-

ments, with which" they ftrike the firti very dex-

trouQy, and dive to admiration. Some of our failors

told me, they faw one of them dive with his inftrU'

ment, and, whilft he was under water, put up his

ftriker with a fi(h on the point of it, which was taken

off by another that watched by him in a bark-log.

The reader may believe of this what he pleafes ; but

I give it the more credit, becaufe I myfelf thre.Y

fome rufty knives over-board, on purpofe to try the

divers, who feldom mifled catching a knife before it

could fmk three or four fathom, which 1 took to be

an extraordinary proof of their agility. Inftead of

breach, they ufed a little black feed, which they ground

with ftones, and eat by handfuls. Some of our men
thickened their broth with it, and faid, it tafted fome-

what like coffee. They have fome roots that eat like

yams -, a fort of feeds that grow in cods, and tafte

like green peafe ; a berry, which refembles thofe of

ivy, and being dried at the fire, eats like parched

peafe. They have another, like a large currant, with

a white tartilh pulp, a ftone and a kernel. This fort

of
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of fruit they fecm to value much. They have alfo

a fruit, which grows on the prickle-pear-tree, tatlcs

like goofeberries, and makes good fauce. They have

many other feeds and plants unknown to us -, but I

was not in a condition to view and defcribe them.

They fecm to have an hunting-feafon, by the fldns

of deer we faw among them. They paid much re-

fpcd: to one man, whofe head was adorned with

Kathers, made up in the form of a cap. In other

refpefts, they feemed to have all things in common •,

for, when they exchanged filh with us for old knives,

of which we had plenty, they gave the knives to any

that ftood next; and, after they had enough, we
could get no filh from them. They appeared to be

very idle, and feemed only to look after a prefent

fubfiftence. They obferved our men very attentive-

ly, while they cut wood, and filled water •, but did

not lend us a hand at either, or indeed in any thing

that required hard labour. Their arms are bows

and arrows, with which they can fhoot birds flying.

Their bows are about feven feet long, and of a tough

wood, unknown to us, with ftrings of filk-grals;

their arrows about four feet and an half, made of

cane, and pointed with filh-bones, that they fhape for

the purpofe. Moft of their knives, and other cutting

inftruments, arc made of Iharks teeth. I faw two

or three large pearls in their necklaces and bracelets

;

and the Spaniards told me, they had quantities of

them from the inner part of the gulph of California,

where they have miflionaries planted among them.

Our men told me, they faw heavy (hining ftones

alhore, which looked as if they came from fome mine -,

but they did not inform me of this till we were at feaj

otherwife I would have brought fome of them, to

have tried what metal could have been extradbed out

of them. The Spaniards likewife informed me,

that the country in ^;encral Svithin, on the main-land

of Mexico, is pleafant and abounds with cattle and

provifions of all forts. The natives grew very fami-
* * liar
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liar with us, and came frequently aboard to view our

(hips, which they mightily admired. We faw no

boats or canoes among them, or any craft, but bark-

logs, which they fleered with paddles at each end.

"We gave one of the natives a (hirt •, but he foon

tore it in pieces, and gave it to the reft of his com-
pany to put the feeds in, which they ufed for bread.

We faw no utenfils for cookery amongft them -, nor

do I fuppofe they have any •, for they bury their fifh

in an heap of fand, and make a fire over it, till they

think it fit for eating. There were in this bay all

the fifti ufual in thefc feas. The entrance into the

harbour may be known by four high rocks, which
look like the Needles of the ifle of Wight, as you
come from the weftward •, the two weftermoft in form
of fugar-loaves j the innermoft has an arch like a
bridge, through which the fea makes its way. Here
you ride land-locked from eaft to north back to the

ibuth-eaft by eaft : yet it is but an ordinary road, if

the wind fliould come ftrong out of the lea, which

it never did while we lay there.

I have now done with California, of which the

Spaniards would know very little, but for thefe an-

nual veflels that fail from Manilla to Ac?>pulco. As
I have mentioned thefe fhips, I fhall take occafion to

obferve, that, generally fpeaking, thofe that come
from Manilla are much richer than our prize •, for

(he waited a long time for the.Chinefe junks to bring

filk ; which not arriving, fhe came away with a cargo

mixed with abundance of coarfe goods. Several of
the prifoners afTured me, that it was a common thing

for a Manilla fhip to be worth io,coo,ooo pieces of
eight; fo that, had it not been for this accident, we
had taken an extraordinary prize indeed. After my
return into Europe, I met, in Holland, with a failor,

who had been on board the large fhip when we en-

gaged her ; and let us into the fccret, that there was
no taking her ; for the gunner kept conftantly in

the powder-room, declaring that he had taken the

facra-
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facrament to blow the (hip up if wc boarded her •

which nude the men exceedingly refolute in her de-

fence. I was the more ready to credit what this man
told me, becaul'e he gave a regular and circumftan-

tial account of the engagement.

January lo, we weighed from port Seguro, but
were becalmed under the fhore till the 12th in the

afternoon, when there fprung a breeze, which ran us

out of fight of the land. We took our departure

from cape St. Lucas, which bore north by cad, at

twelve o'clock, diftance fifteen leagues: we were

forced to go with little or no refrelhment, havina

but three or four fowls, and a very flender flock of

liquor : fevcral of our men were in a weak condition,

befide myfelf, Mr. Vanbrugh, and the reft that were

wounded. We were forced to allow but one pound

and an half of lour, and one fmall piece of meat to

five men in a mefs, with three pints of water a man,

for twenty-four hours, for drink and drefling their

vidluals. We ftruck down ten of our guns into the

hold, to eafe our fhip. On the i6th, the Batche-

lor made a fignal to give us fome bread, they hav-

ing found a good quantity of bread and fweet-meats

onboard her, but little of flcfh kind. We had one

thoufand weight of bread for our fhare, the Duchefs as

much, and the Marquis five hundred vveight ; in lieu of

which, we fent back to the prize two cafks of flour, one

of Englifh beef, and one of pork, they having but

forty-five days provifions aboard in flefh. On the

26th in the morning, the water was very much difco-

loured, at which being furprized, we immediately

founded, but found no ground. We fpoke with

the Duchefs, and agreed to go away weft fouth-weft,

till we got into the latitude of 13°, becaufc ourSpa-

nifh pilot told us, it was dangerous going into 14'',

by reafon of iflands and fhoals, where a Spanifti vef-

f-l was loft fome time ago. Ever fince, the Ma-

nilla fhip, in her return from Acapulco, runs in

latitude 13° i and keeps the parallel, till they make
the
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the ifland of Guam. On the 28th, the fteward mif-

fing Ibme pieces of pork, we immediately fcarched,

and found the thieves : one of them had been guilty

before, and forgiven, on promife of amendment;

but was punilhed now, lelt forbearance fhould cn»

courage the reft to follow rhis bad pradbice, pro-

vifions being fo fhort, and our runs fo long, which

might prove of lii <onlequtncc: I ordered them to

the main-jeers, and every man of the watch to give

them a blow with the cat-of- nine- tails i and their

mefs-mates, being privy to the theft, were put in

irons. - - - -t ^. :>iiii' /; ;ia:.'

March the i ith, we had fight of both iflands, the

northcrmoft bearing north north- weft, diftant abouc

fevcn leagues •, and the body of the weftermoft weft

fouth-weft five leagues. The Spaniards fay, there is

a great fhoal between thefe iflands, but neareft to

Serpana. We ran along the fhore, being fatisfied

it was the ifland of Guam, from whence there came
fcveral flying proas to look at the (hips •, they ran

by us very fwiftj but none would venture on board.

At noon, the weftermoft part of the ifland bore weft i

and at the fame time, we made a low fmall ifland,

joining to Guam, with a ftioal between it and Guam.
The ifland appeared green, and very pleafant : Off

it there runs a fpit of fand to the fouthward •, but,

keeping, it a good birch from you, as you come near

it, there is no danger, being gradual foundings to

the ftioal. After we were clear of it, we fprung our

loof, and ftood in for the harbour, which lies mid-

way betv/ixt this and the north part of the ifland j

and got to an anchor in the afternoon in twelve fa-

tnom water, about half a mile off fliore, where there

was a little village. The fmall ifland to the fouth

bore fouth of us, diftant about three leagues ; and
another fmall one to the northward bore north north-

weft, about two leagues.

The neceffity of our flopping at thefe iflands to

get a rcfreftimenx of provifions was very great, our

fca-
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fea-ftorc being almoft exhaufted ; and what we had
left was very ordinary, efpecially our bread and flour,

which was not enough for fourteen days, at the Ihort-

cft allowance. In order to recruit quietly, we en-

deavoured to get fome of the natives aboard, that

were in the proas to keep them as hoftages, in cafe

of lending any of our men to the governor. One of

them, as we were turning into the harbour with

Spanilh colours, came under our ftern : There were

two Spaniards in the boat, who, on our afluring

them that we were friends, came on board ; and,

foon after, came a meffage from the governor, to

whom we wrote a very refpedtful letter, and the next

day received a civil anfwer to it, with a generous of-

fer of any thing the ifland afforded ; which made us

very eafy. On the 13th an entertainment was pro-

vided on board the Batchelor for the Spaniih gentle-

men, to which 1 was carried, being not able to

move myfelf, but was hoifted in a chair out of the

(hip into the Batchelor -, where we agreed, that a de-

putation (hould be fent from each (hip, to wait on

the governor with a handfome prefenr, in acknow-

ledgement for his great civiHty, and the readinefs he

exprefled to fupply us. On the 15th, there was an-

other entertainment on board the Marquis, to which

I was carried as to the former •, and, after which, a

committee was held, in which our former refolution

was confirmed.
"

On the 1 6th, our pinnace went with feveral of

our officers to the governor's afhore, who received

them with all imaginable friendfnip and refped,

having near 200 men drawn up in arms at their

landing, and the officers and clergy of the ifland, to

conduS: them to the governor's houfe, which was a

very handfome feat, confidering where we found it.

They entertained them with at lead fixty difhes of

feveral forts, the beft that could be got in the ifland;

and when they took their leaves, each fired a volley

of fmall arms. They prefented the governor, ac-

cording
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cording as we had agreed, wit^ two negro boys

dreflcd in liveries, twenty yards of fcarlec cloth-

jferge, and fix pieces of cambrick j which he feem-

cd wonderfully plcared with, and promifed to aflift

us in whatever lay in his power. The next day

yfc got our dividend of provifions. On the 1 8th,

there was an entertainment aboard us, where we had

molt of our cScers, and four Spanifh gentlemen

from the governor. I made them as welcome as

time and place would peritiit, diverting them with

inufic, and our failors dancing till night, when we
parted well plcafed on both fides. We got fome
more bullocks on board, being fmall lean cattle,

but what we gladly accepted. It was agreed to make
iri handfome prefent to the governor's deputy, who
got our provifions together, wherein he ufed all pof-

fible di(patch. We gave him, and the reft of the

gentlemen, what they elleemed double the value of
what we received of them ; which they certified un-
der their hands, and that we had been very civil to

them : we alfo gave them the like certificate, figned

by all our officers, to fiiew to any Englifii that might
have occafion to recruit there, and parted very friend-

ly. Having finiflied that aflPair, it was agreed that

we ftiould iVeer from hence a weft by fouth courfe,

to go clear of fome iflands that lie in our way } and
then thought it proper to fteer direftly for the fouth-

eaft part of Mindanao, and from thence the clearefl:

Way to Ternate. In the mean time I put an old

Spaniiard aflaore, called Antonio Gomes Figuero,

whom wie took in the firft bark in the South Seas,

and kept in Order tb carry him to Great Britain, to

condemn all our prizes taken there y but he being

how not likely to livie, we agreed to difmifs him, he
^Ivipg MS a certificate, that he faw us attack and take

feverai prizes, all fubjefts to Phifip V. king of Spain,

&c. 1 gave him (bme cloaths, and other things to

help him in hjs ficknefs j then put him afliore to the

deputy governor, and the reft of the Spanifli officers,

who gave us a certificate, that they received fuch a

Vol III. P perlbn.
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pcrfon. The governor prefented us with one of their

flying proas or prows, which the Spaniards told me
would run twenty leagues in an hour, which I think

(exceeds the truth i but, by what I faw, I verily be-

lieve they may run twenty miles or more in the time-,

for, when they viewed our fhips, they paffed by us

like a bird flying *.

As foon as the boat returned from landing fignior

Figuero, we put under fail, having a fine breeze of

•wind at eaft north-eaft. April 14, in the afternoon,

we made land, which bore wefl: north-weft, diftant

about ten leagues ; and fuppofed it to be the north-

cafe part of Celebes. We faw three water-fpouts

;

one of which had like to have broken on the Marquis,

but the Duchefs, by firing two fliot, broke it before

it reached her. We faw a very large tree afloat,

with a multitude of filh about it, and two large iflands,

the fouthermoft bearing fouth-weft, diftant about

eight leagues, and the northermoft weft north-weft,

feven leagues, both being the fame land we faw the

day before ; and tlie latter we then fuppofed to be

the fouth eaft part of Moratay ; and the other, the

north part of Gilolo. In this condition, we failed

till towards the latter end of the month : with this

additional vexation, that ourfliip was fo leaky, that it

"was as much as four men \yere able to do to keep her

free half an hour.

Captain Dampier difcouraged us very much : he

had been twice here, and therefore what he faid

amongft the feamen paffed without difpute ; and he

laid it down as a thing certain, that if we could not

reach Ternate, or find the ifland of Tula, it was

impoffible for us to get any refreftiment, there being

-nothing to be met with on the coaft of New Guinea.

There were, in the mean time, great heart-burnings

on board all the fliips about the redudion of our al-

lowance, fo that we were obliged to enlarge it again •,

• See the conllruiliQnkOf thefe proas accurately dpfcribcd in An-

lb

/bn's voyage.
.g^^^^'f^ .^, *•
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fo little is reafon able to prevail againft hunger. On
the i8th of May, we pafled between the high-land

ofNew Guinea and the low-land of Gilolo : and, on

the 20th, we mide another high ifland, which we
tooktobeCeram.^ -^ ^'-'^ ''•*[

''r y' ^'^^

On May 24, being in the latitude of the iQand of

Bouro, we cxpedled to make that land, which is

about twenty leagues to the fouth-weft of Ceram,

and neaf the fame diftance, in a parallel with Am-
boyna, which we defigned to have touched at, if thfc

wind had proved favourable : but, as the fouth-eaft

monfoon was now fet in, we were out of hopes of

reaching it ; and, notwithftanding the (kill of cap-

tain Dampier, we were ftill very doubtful, whe-

ther the ifland we pafled by lafl: was Ceram or Bouro.

By an obfervation we had at noon, it appeared that

we were in 4" 30' fouth latitude, and 237** 29' lon-

gitude weft from London. As we were now in the

latitude of the fouthern part of Bouro, we imputed

our not feeing it to the currents fetting us to the

weftward of it. The next day we came to a refolu-

tion not to fpend any more time in fearching for

Bouro ; as alfo to drop our defign of going to Am-
boyna, and to make the beft ofour way for the ftreights

of Bouton i where, if we arrived fafely, we might
get provifions fufficient to carry us to Batavia.

In purfuance of this ;»greement, we haled away
fouth-weft by fouth for them, having a frcfli gale of

wind at caft •, but by two in the morning, we fell in

with a parcel of iflands to the eaftward of Bouton ;

and had certainly been afliore on one of them, had
not the weather cleared up at otice. We made a

ftiift, and wore : the ftiips then ftood off north-eaft

from the land till day-break, when we faw it trend-

ing front fouth by eaft, to fouth-weft by fouth, ^bout
fix leagues diftance, whicih made a fine large bay

;

but as we ftood In, we perceived an opening, and
that there were two; iflands, with three lying thwart

the outlet to the foiithward of both : we hoifted out

P 2 our
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our pinnace, and fenc her a(hore ; the Duchefs did

the fame, from whence they brought ofFfome cocoa-

i^uts, of which there were plenty there •, and told us

there were Malayan inhabitants, who feemed to be

very friendly. Up the bay we faw feveral boats,

houfes, and abundance of the native Malayans walk-

ing along the (hore : we fent in our boats for provi-

fions and pilots, and myfelf and the Marquis turned

up very near to the town 5 but founding feveral times,

found no ground. The natives informed us, there

was a bank oppofite to the town, where we might

anchor.

Abundance of people came off with Indian wheat,

cocoa-nuts, yams, potatoes, papas, hens, and feveral

forts of birds, to truck with us for cloaths, knives,

fciffars, and other toysj being very civil to all ap-

pearance. They are Mohammedans, of a middle

ftature, and tawny j but the women are fomewhat

clearer than the men ; having very long black hair,

their mouths, lips, nofes fmall : they wear a linen

waiftcoat, which reaches only to the lower part of

their brcafts ; and about their waifi a piece of cloth,

three or four yards wide, and a yard deep, which they

wrap about them inftead of a petticoat; The men

that came off were all naked, having only a eioth rol-

led about their middle i fome of the belter fort of

,
people had a loofe fort of waiftcoat, and a piece of

linen rolled about their heads, with a cap of palm*

tree-leaves, to keep the fun from fcorching. They

brought off feveral cicatoes and parrots, very fine

birdsk Along the Ihore-fide We faw feveral weirs

they had to catch filh. Iri turning up, we found the

current very ftrong againfl usj and the prize loft

ground confiderably ; wherefore, in the evening, the

DUckefs fired a gun ^ \^e ran out, and dnove all night.

The names of thtfe two iflands are Cambava and

'Wanftiut! thefe iflands lie in latitude 5" ij', lon-

gitude 238" weft. from Londoni^^ .; -H-j.r- ,_,^^^^

1 vMi S' llM'M H/ »»i<i'
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We ilood from thofc iflands to the weftward, an4

ran along-fhore, as near as we durft, to weat;her the

weftermoft point of land, where we expedted to f¥nc5=

an harbour •, but, as we ilearcd it, found a long ttiack

of high-land trending to the fouthward, as far as;

fouth weft and by fouth : we agreed in opinion, that

was the ifland Bouton, but that we had overfhot the

freights. We made fail to fee if we could difcove^

any land farther to the fouthward ; but finding nbne,

we failed on, keeping the wind as near as poflible,

becaufe of the current, which fets ftrong to the fouth-

weft. By two a clock in the morning we were near

a fmall ifland, that bore fouth fouth-weft of us about

two leagues; but having clear weather, we ftood

from it till day- break, there being no other land near'

It that we faw, except that we came from, which wd
had opened five points farther to the weftward. I

was unwilling to aft any longer without the con^fent

of the committee ; fo the major part of us met
aboard the Duchefs, where v^e agreed to ftand back,

and make the land plain, fo as to be fully fatisfied

what it was, and withal to find a recruit of water

and wood before we proceeded any farther, being in

want of every thing, being then In fouth latitude 5*
50', longitude 238' 38' weft from London.
In purfuance of this, agreement, we ftood back

the next day, and made little or no fail all night t

In the morning, we had very fine clear weather, and
made the land exceeding plain, >yhich was very high,

with iflands under it. It looked moft of it as if in-

habited, being pretty thick of wood, and promifing

us, in other refpeds, plenty of refreftimeiits ; but
our misfortune was, that we could not meet here

with any ground that would hold our anchors ; and
the next day, the Duchefs ftanding over to the other

fide of the bay, had no better fortune, but was forced

to return, without anchoring, to us again. A little

before ftie came back, our boat, which we had lent

on Ihore, returned ; the people on board having, by
P 3 prcfents,
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prefents, (engaged fome of the Malayans to come or
board with them •, in which they certainly judged
right, though we could make no ufe of their intel-

ligence for want of an interpreter •, I fent to the Ba-

chelor, who had one-, but captain Dover refufed to

let him come to me, notwithftanding he had no ufe

fpr him : then I fent a fecond time, that I might

know the beft anchoring-place for our ihips i and

treated the people with fweetmeats, and other thing?

they fancied, but could not keep them, or fend them

aboard the Bachelor to fecure her, feeinjg white Ihoal-

water near us -, but they pafled by us, in danger of

running on the fhoals, not knowing the beft anchqr-

ing-place for want of the linguift. At parting, they

made figns, and pointed to the land to the northward,

which they called Buroo. Our pilot, captain Dana-

pier, fays he has been formerly through the ftreights
\

and; in his book, tells us of a town near the fouth-

part of them where the king refided ; but he knew

nothing of it now, except the bare ftory. Upon this,

we agreed to fend one of the pinnaces and the lin-

guift along with him, to find out the town, being

willing to venture him to wait on his majefty the

king of Bouton, to folicit for a fupply of provifions,

for which we would gladly pay •, and, to make the

better appearance, we fent Mr. Vanbrugh and Mr.

Connely along with him. The water flows here above

fifteen feet. There are places near to the town,

which lie to the northward fix leagues, from whence

we rode, where a fhip might, on occafion, be laid

alhore to refit -, and we could have cairried the Duke

thither to flop her leak, but were not willing to lofe

time, fince we found it did not increafe more than

one pump could vent, which we had men enough to

keep continually going.

On the 30th, in the morning, a j>»*oa carpe from

the king, with a nobleman on bparJ^ who had nei-

ther ftioes nor ftockings ; and a pilot to carry us up

IP town. The firft qupftion this Indian lord afked,

after
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after he came oil board, was, how we durft come to

an anchor there, without leave firft had and obtained

.

of the great king of Bouton ? He brought each com-
mander a piece of Bouton ftriped cloth, a bottle of

arrac, fome rice in balkets, &c. as a prcfcnt from

the king; as alfo a letter from the officers we had

fent afliore, giving an account that they had been

very well received; and that the town where the

king rcfided is large, walled, and fortified, and had
feveral great guns; another prefent was returned,

and five guns fired by every fhip, at the meflenger's

going off, at which he feemed very well pleafed.

We wooded and watered at the ifland Sampo, and
feveral proas came off to us with fowl, Indian corn,

pompions, papas, lemons, Guinea-corn, &c. which
they trucked for knives, fciffars, old cloaths, &c.
The people were civil, but fold very dear ; yet our
officers making a longer (lay at the town than was
intended, we began to fufped they were detained,

thofe Moors being very treacherous: lioweyer, we
heard from them every day ; and, on June 5, the

Duchefs's pinnace camp down with Mr. Connely, who
told us there were four lafts of rice coming, which
was bought of the king, and coft 600 dollars, fifty

dollars in tale being allowed to make up the weight*

becaufe the royals were light ; and that Mr. Van-
brugh was detained for the payment. The next

morning it came, and was equally dil^ributed among
the four (hips ; ibme great men coming to deliver it,

and receive the money : a Portuguefe, fent by the

king, was detained till our boat returned, and
provifions began to come moVe plentifully and
cheaper.

The town of Bouton is feated on the afcent of an
hill; on the top whereof is a fort, inclofed with

an old Hone wall,' on which there are guns and pa-

tereroes mounted. The king, and a confiderable

number of people, live in the faid fort, where an

jjerb-market is kept every day. The king has five

wU ' • F 4 ^ wive*^
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^ives, btlide concubines, and four men, called Purf
BafTas, who carry great canes, with filver heads, to

manage their affairs. His majefty, on his long black

hair, wears a fort of green' gaufe, ftrewed with

ipangles *, goes always bare-footed and bare-legged •,

is (ometimes clad like a Dutch fkipfler ; but^ when
he appears in ftate, has a long calico gown over his

Inort jacket. In council, he fits on a chair covered

with red cloth *, is always attended by a ferjeant and

fix men, with match-locks; befide three others,

one of which wears a head-piece, and carries a large

fcimitar in his hand ; another holds a fhield •, and the

third a great fan.' Four flaves fit at his feet, one of

them holding his betel- box, another a lighted match^

another hi^ box to fmokcj and a fourth his fpitting-

bafon. The pietty kings and great men fit' on his

left-hand, and before him ; every one attended by a

flave in the council-chamber, where they chew to-

bacco and betel in the \iin^h prefence; and fpeak

to him fitting crofs-legged, joining their hands, and

lifting them up to their fore-headi The town \i

very populous ;; and by it runs A fine river 5 which,

they fay, comes down from ten miles up the country,

ebbs and flows confiderably^ and has a bar at the

entrance ; fo that boats cannot conde out at low-water.

At Icaft, 1500 boats belong tor this river; fifty where-

of are proas for War, carrying pattereroes, and forty

or fifty men each. ' About fifty iflands are tributary

to the king, "who fends fome of his proas, once a

year, to gather in the tribute, which confills of flaves^

each ifland giving him ten inhabitants out of every

hundred. There is one hiofque at BoUton, which is

fupplied with priefts from Moca, the people being

Mohammedans. They are great admirers of mu-
iic ; their houfes are built upon ];k)ils ; Dutch money
is current here, and Spanim dollars. On the 1 7th,

our pinnace returned, with Mr. VanbiHigh, and all

our men, having parted very friendly with his ma-

jellyi but could not get a pilot for money ; however,

i " '•'",.,
* w^
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^e rfefolvdd to (by no longer, and to truft wholly to

Almighty Providence for our future prefervation.

We difmifled the Pbrtugucfe linguift, and began to

unmoor our Ihips. The next day, we made thre^

ifllnds to the northward of Zalayer •, and the loom-*

ing of other land to the weftward of all which, we
took to be the fouthermoft part of Celebes.

On the loth, our pinnaces came up with a fmall

veflfel •, who told them they' were bounci for Macaffar,

i Dutch fadory on the fouth part of Celebes, Th^
jpinnace took the mafter of her on board, who pro-

hiifcd to pilot us, not only through the ftreights of

Zalayer, but to Batavia, if we could keep it lecret,

for fear of the Dutch. He fent his veflcl to lie in

the narrower paffage, between the iflands, till fucK

time as ouf ihips came up. About four a clock we
Icntered the ftreight, betwixt the iflands that are next

to Zalayer, and another little one to the northward of

that, being the middlemoft of the three •, having found

a good paffage, three leagues over, all deep water,

ftcering through north-weft by weft, to give the lar-

board lilaiids a good birth ; then we made the fouth-

Jermoft part of Celebes, The fame morning, the pi-

lot promifed to carry us through the channel the

great Dutch Ihips generally went for Batavia, and by

that means avoid the (hoals, called the Brill and

fcunker- ground.'
• The Brill has very uneven foundings ; and in ma-

py places, but three fathom water, and lefs j fo we
haled dway to die northward, keeping the iflarid

Celebes aboard, the fouth-weft part of which trends

iaway in low land, with high mountains at the back

of it J and off the point there lies a rock, pretty high

and remarkable. At four o'clock we came to found-

ing, dnd had tbn fathom*, and came to an anchor

under the idand, behind the fpit of land, in ten fa-

.^=\hom water, very good clean ground. The rock of
Celebes then bore nor<h-eaft by north four leagues,

the north€rmcrfl<rf the keys two leagues, and the
• middle-

]
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midcilemoft weft fouth-weft three leagues : the other

being lliut in with the long ifland, we kept the land

going all the way conftamly through ; and had never
lefs than fix fathom, nor more than ten.

As foon as it was day, we weighed, and went be-

twixt the two fmall keys, k.ccping neareft the north-

ermoft founding all the way, and had no more than

ten fathom. The water (i ill deepening, being <clear

of them, we haled away weft, and then fouth-weft,

having a frelh gale at fouth-caft, and fouth-eafl: and
by eaft •, no land in fight at noon, but part of the

high-land at Celebes, which bore eaft, diftant about

twelve leagues. It was very well for us that we met
with this pilot -, for, having no good charts, nor any

one acquainted with thofe feas, we had run greater

hazards. Qn the 14th, we ran by the ifland Madura,
which is about four leagues long, lying caO and weft,

on the north fide of Java, the land we niade in the

morning being the north-eaft part of it. In the af-

ternoon, we faw the fliips jn the road of Batavia,

betwixt thirty and forty fail, great and fmall ; and
got happily to anchor juft after fun-fet, bttwixt fix

and feven fathom water, at the long defired port of

Batavia, in latitude 6^ 10' fouth, longitude 252^
5 1' weft from London. '

By our reckoning here, we altered our account of

time, having, as is cuftomary, loft almoft one day
in running weft fo far round the globe.

When we came in fight of Batavia, and efpecially

after feme floops had been aboard us, I found, that

after failing fo long with them, I was abfolu^ely a

ftranger to the humours of our people. A fewd^ys
before, ihey were perpetually quarrelling and Jangr
ling ; a dilputed title to a lump of fugar would
have created a tumult, which could have been laid

by nothing but the profpe6l of a dram •, but now
there was nothing but hugging and fliaking by the

hand, and blefiing their liars, and queftioning if

^here wa$ fugh a paradife upon earth •, and all this

.4 becauf?



CAPXAJN WOODES ROGE ti^

becauie they had airack for eight-pence & gall jn«

and fugar at a penny a pound : the next miuite all

together by the ^ars again •, about who (hould put

the ingredients together; for the weather being

hot* ;and th^ n)aterials exceflively cheap., labour was

now become a very confiderablc thing.

We anchored here in five fathom water, the ground
{o foft and oufy, that the anchor finks above a fa-

thom ; fo that it cannot foul : and therefore (hips

always ride fingje. The town bore fouth by eaft,

diftant a mile and an half *, and the idand Onreft

bore north-weft by .north, diftant two leagues and
an half. At this ifland the Dutch clean and careen

all their fhips, and have two wind-mills on it to faw

timber. They hale their fhips along-fide of a wharf,

where there are two cranps to difcharge them, and
ftore-houfes to lay up the goods. The Duchefs

Bred thirteen guns to falute the Dutch flag •, but it

being night, he did not anfwer : yet the next morn-
ing he lent his boat aboard, to beg my pardon for

that omiflion, which he would then repair. Soon
after, the Duke fired thirteen guns •, and the Dutch
flag anfwcred both our fhips gun for gun. Between
twelve and pnej two Englifti gentlemen came aboard

us, the one captain of an Engliih fhip, there being

three and a floop in the road, all belonging to Ma-
drafs. All of us, who were commanders, went
alhore, and landed at Bomb-Key, whence we pro-

ceeded to the (habander, who conduced us to the

caftle, before Abraham van Ribeck, general of In-

dia, who received us very civilly -, but was very in-

qulHtive, and fhewed vifibly an intention to find

fome pretence for denying us what we afked, and
l?ad occafion for. To fatisfy him efFedually, and pre-

vent all difputes, we not onjy fliewed him our com-
milfions, which, in fadt, was all he had a righc to

demand ; bgt we likewife gratified him with an ex-

trafb of our journal and proceedings, that he might

^e convinced that we had adted fairly, $nd done np-

thing
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thing but what was juftiHed hf our comniiflloni.

After all, we were forced to bear, not only with his

haughty airs, and the natural flownefs ofDutch coun-

cils, but with many other difagreeablc circumftances,

that fhewed us plainly, we owed little, if any things

to friendfhip or good-will.

Soon after our arrival at Batavia, we went about fit-

ting the Marquis ; but, being firft ordered upon the

careen, the (habander having allowed us leveral Ma-
layan ciaulkers, when we came down to the bends,

we found them, as well as the ftern and ftern-poft,

fo much worm-eaten and rotten, the fliip being

very old, and having only a fingle bottom, that we
ordered a furvey of carpenters to view her, who all

agreed that there was no fitting her in tfiat place for

going about the Cape of Good Hope, her condition

being extraordinary bad ; which obliged us to hire a

veffel to take out her lading. Then we applied our-

felves to fitting of the o^her Ihips, but could not, at

any rate, obtain leave of the government to repair to

the ifle of Orneft j but were allowed to go to the

low fmall illand Horn^ which is near the other, in-

habited by a few Malayan fifhermen -, and on it was

abundance of cocoa-nuts, plantain, papa, guava, and

other fruit-trees. The government allowed us a

Irnall veilcl of that fort they call champans, to ca-

reen our (hips by. We th^n hove down the Duke
and Duchefs, and found their iheathing alfo very

much worm-eaten in fome places. When the (hips

•were fitted, we returned again to Batavia road, where

we rigged the three, and fold the Marquis, after tak-

ing out all the goods, and moft of the ftores, to cap-

tain Opie and captain Oldham. Then all the offi-

cers and men were dillributed among the other fhips,

except one Dutchman who ran away.

The weather was extremely hot during our flay

;

many officers and men fell ficli *, and I was one of

the number. The mafter of the Duke, the gunner

6f the Duchefs, and feveral of our men died of the

flux.
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flux. John Read, a young man belonging to the

Duchefs, venturing to f v im, had both his legs fnapped

off by a Ihark, which, at the fecond bite, before we
could get him on board, took off the bottom of his

belly, fo that he was dead before we could take

him up. n '• .' ,

The city of Batavia lies on the north-weft fide of

the famous ifland of Java, in the latitude of 5 " 50',

The eait nd weft winds blow all the year along the

jhore, befides the ordinary land and fea- winds, which

exceedingly cool the air, and make it pleaiant; other-

wife it would be intolerably hot. Their fummer be-

gins in May, with continual breezes from the caft,

and a very clear iky, till the latter end of Odtober, or

beginning of November, when the winter begins

with hard rains, which hold fomctimes three or four

days without intermiffion. In December the weft

winds blow very violently, fo that there is little

trade on the coall of Java. In February the weather

is changeable, with fudden thunder-ftorms. In March
they begin to fow. June is their pleafanteft month.

In September they gather in their fugar and rice.

And, in 06bober, they have plenty of fruit and flowers,

plants and herbs of moft forts. There is a large,

fenny, plain country before the city; but this is ex-

ceedingly well improved by the Dutch : and, to the

caft, it is very full of wood and morafles. The ciry

is fquare, with a river running through it, and fortifi-

ed by a ftrong wall, and twenty-two baftions.

About ten years paft, rhere was an earthquake,

which overturned p«rt of the mountains in the couri-

tryy and altered the cou; fe of the river ; io that the

canals in and about Batavia are not near fo commo-
dious as they have been, nor the entrance into the

river fo deep : and, for want of a ftrong current of
water to keep it open, they are forced to employ a

large engine to prefervc the mouth of the river navi-

gable, for fmall veflels to come into the canals of the

city„ It lies in a bay, in which there are fcventeen
*• ^T or
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or eighteen iflands, which fo break off th=e fea, that^

though the road is Very large, yet it is fafe. The
banks of the canals throtigh the city arc faced witit

.{lone on both fides, as far as the boom, which is fhut

xip every night at nine o'clock, and guarded by fol-

diers. There are channels cut put of the main rive^

for frnaller veffels 5 and every boom pays toll.

All the ftreets run in ftraight lines, moft of them
being above thirty feet broad on each fide, clear of the
chanels, and paved next the.houfes with bricks. All
the ftreets are very well built and inhabited, fifteen

of which have chanels; and they reckon fifty-fix

bridges on them, moft of them of ftone. The country-

feats and buildings round the city are generally neat

and well-contrived, with handfome gardens for fruit

and flowers, fountains, and ftatues. The vaft quan-
tities of cocoa-nut-trees every where afford delightful

groves. They have fine ftru6tureshere; particularly

the crofs church, built of ftone, and the infide very

neat. There are two or three churches for the Dutch,
and two for the Portuguefe proteftants, v/ho arc a

mixt fort of people. There is one church alfo for

the proteftant Malayans. The town-houfe is built of

brick, in a fquare, about the centre of the city, two
ftories high, and very finely built-, where all courts

are held, and all matters relating to the civil govern-

ment of the city are determined; and the fenators

and diredtors of the military affairs meet. There is

an inner court, inclofed with an high wall, and a

double row of ftone pillars, where the officers of

juftice live.

Here arc hofpitals, fpin-houfes, and rafp-houfes,

the fame as in Amfterdam, with all other public

buildings, equal to moft cities in Europe, The
Chinefe have alfo a large hofpital in this city for their

aged and fick perfons; and manage their charity fo

well, that you never fee a-.Chinefe that looks defpicable

in the ftreet. The Dutch women have greater privi-

leges in India, tlvan in Holland, or any-where elfei

for.
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for, on flight occaflons, they are divorced frorrt their

hiifbands, and fhare the ellate betwixt them. A law-

yer told me at Batavia, he has known, out of fifty-

eight caufes all depending in the council-chamber,

fifty-two of them were divorces. Great numbers oi

the natives, who are criminals, are chained by pairs,

and kept at hard labour, under a guard, perpetually

clearing the chanels and moai:s -ound the city, or any

other v/ork for the public. Three leagues weft from

the town is the ifland Onreft, where all the compa-
ny's (hips are refitted. There are magazines of naval

ftores, defended by platforms of guns.

The caflle at Batavia is quadrangular, lies in a

level, and has four baflions and curtains, faced with

white (lone, and provided with watch-houfes. In

this caflle, or rather citadel, the Dutch governor ge-

neral, and mofl of the members of the council of

India, with the other officers of Batavia, have their

refidence. The governor's palace is of brick, large

and well-built. In this palace is the council-cham-

ber, the fecretary's office, and chamber of accounts.

The general's hall is hung with bright armour, en-

figns, flags, &c. taken by the Dutch here. The
governor gives audience to flrangers, who are intro-

duced to him by the (habander, who is commiflioner

of the cuftoms. The garrifon on duty is generally

about 1000 ftrong; and all rhe outworks are faid to

be furnilhed with provifions, as well as can bej but

the Ibldiers are kept much under, except the gover-

nor's guards, who have large privileges, and make a

fine appearance. The governor general lives in as

great fplendor as a king : he has a train and guard,

viz. a troop of horfe, and a company of foot, with

halbards, in liveries of yellow lattin, richly adorned

"with filver-lace and fringes, to attend his coach,

when he goes abroad. The guards are as well equip-

ped as thofe of mod princes in Europe. His lady has

alfo her guards and train. He is chofen but for three

years, out of the twenty-four counfellors, called rads

—^v
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of India, twelve of whom muft always refide in tiui

dcy.

The Chinele have the greateft trade here,' farni

moft of theexcife and cuftoms, live according to their

own laws, and are allowed their idolatrous worfhip.

They have a chief, that manages their affairs with the
company, who allows them great privileges, and par-

ticularly a reprefentative in council, who has a vote,

ivhen any of the Chinefe are tried for life; But thefe

privileges are allowed only to fuch Chinefe as inhabit

here; for others are not permitted to ftay above fix

months in the town, oi* on the ifland Java. The
other ftrangers, befides Europeans, are Malayans,

with fome from moft parts of India.

The Javanefe, or antient natives, are numerous,
and faid to be barbarous and proud, of a dark co-

lour) with flat faces, thin, fhort, black hair, large

eye-brows and cheeks. The men are ftrong-limbed;

but the women are fmall. The former have a wrap-

per of calico three or four times round their bodies;

and the latter from their arm-pits to their knees.

The men have two or three wives, befide concu-

bines ; and the Dutch fay, they are much addicted

to lying and ftealing. Thofe on the coaft are gene-

rally Mohammedans; but the others Pagans. The
Women are not fo tawny as the men, and many of

them handfome ; but, in general, amOrous, and un-

faithful to their hufbands, being very apt to give

poifon, which they do very cunningly. The town is

very populous ; but not one-fixth of them Dutch.

•The Chinefe here go all bare-headed, with their haif

rolled up, and long gowns, carrying fans in their

hands. The Dutch fay, they are more induftrious

and acute in trade, than themfelves.

The difcipline and order of the Dutch here, both

in civil arid military affairs, is truly admirable. They

have all the necelTaries for building and careening

Ihips, as well as in Europe; arid their officers as re-

gular as in his majefty's yards ; whereas wc have ,no-

, 3 ^hi"S

tions m tl
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thing like it in India. They keep the natives very

mucn in awe» being perfedly defpotic in their go-

vernment V but they are more tender to the Chinefe,

becaufe of the great trade they have by their means

;

and that they pay great rents for their Ihops, befides

large taxes ; and from fixtecn to thirty per cent, for

money, which they frequently borrow of the Dutch.

I was told there are here about S0,000, who pay the

Dutch a dollar a he?.d each month, for liberty to

wear their hair, which they are not allowed to wear at

home, fince they were conquered by the Tartars.

There come hither from China fourteen or fivteen

large junks yearly, being flat-bottomed veflelf, from

3 to 500 tuns burden. The merchants come along

with their goods, which are lodged in rfiiFerent parti-

tions in the veflels, like warehou/es, for which they

pay a certain price, and not for the weight or mea-
jiire of the cargo, as we do ; fo they fill them with

what they pleafe. They come in with an eafterly

monfoon, and generally arrive in November or De-
ceirber, and return the beginning of June ; fo that

the Dutch have all Chinefe commodities brought to

them, cheaper than they can fetch them : and, being

conveniently fituatec' for the fpice-trade, they have

all in their own hands. Batavia wants no commodi-
ties that India affords. They have feldom lefs than

twenty fail of fhips at Java, from thirty to fifty and

fixty guns each, with men enough for them on all oc-

cafions. Their foldiers are very well trained, and
there is a company always on duty at every gate of the

city and citadel , and they have 7 or 8000 difciplinT

ed Europeans in and about the city, who can be

aflfembled and ready for aftion at a very fliort warn-

ing. It is the metropolis of their Indian fettlements,

and fends governors and officers to all the reft. The
late general, before we came hither, had war with

the Indians, which, I was informed, had like to have

fpoiled their fettlements ; but, at laft, they divided

the natives amongft themfelves, brought them to a

YoL. III. Q^ peace
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peace on advantageous conditions, and are no>v pret-

ty fccure of the fea^^coafts^ There arc many pleafant

feats about the city, and the adjacent country -^boundi

with rice, fugar-Cane^fields, gardens, and orchards^

Inills for fugar, corn, and gunpowder 5 fo that this is

One of the plertlanteft cities in the world. I do not

think it fo large as Briftol ; but it is more populous.

They have fchools for Latin, Greek, &c. and a print-

ing- houfe. They have lately begun to plant coffee

here, whici thrives very well; fo thatj in a little

time, they may be able to load a fhip or two : but I

am told, it is not fo good as th^t in Arabia.

On the i7thofOSober we arrived at the water-

place on the main, having failed from Batavia on the

i4th. On the 19th, at two in the afternoon, we

came to an anchor with our bell bower, in a buy

about a league to the weftward of Java head, in fif-

teen fathom water, oufy ground, about a mile from

the fhore j fent our pinnace for water, and then our

fail-maker, woodei^s, &c. captain Pike, and Mr.

Block, came in a boat from Batavia, the firft ofthem,

after his fteward, who had concealed himfelf, un-

known to mod of us, aboard the Batchelor. In the

evening, captain Pike lent us his boat and men; we

but into her feveral of ovlr men, with arms and pro-

yifions from each fhip ; and fent her away to Pepper

Bay, to buy fowls, and other frelh provifions, giving

theih for that purpofe knives, and other toys, which

khe natives there value above money.

In the evening we had much thunder, lightning,

and rain, which put us in fear for the men fent to

Pepper Bay *, continued wooding and watering till the

28th, and fent feveral men afhore to kill buffaloes,

ivhich being extremely wild, they could Ihoot none,

and durft not flay alhore at night, by reafiin of the

many tygers: one of them was very near feizing a

man of ours, who, to fave himfelf was obliged to

take the water -, at lead twenty fhots were made at

the tyger before he went off, and they faw feveral

others
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others at the fame dme. The Indian king, and his

people, dealt %ndly with us, trucking fowls, and

what elfe they had to fpare, for knives, and the like.

They generally came aboard every day, and, we giv-

ing them fome trifle at parting, they were kind to our

men alhore. The wind being cortirtionly at fouth-eaft,

and a frefh gale, we were under fome apprehenfions

for our men fent to buy fowh in Pepper Bay, having

heard nothing of them fmce their departure, and mi£
trufting the boat might be oveirfet, or the men de-

tained by the Javans. But, on the 25th in th^

evening, the boat returned, to our great fatisfaftion,

with the men, bringing about twelve dozen of fowl.

Tome mangoes, &c. captain Pike's fteward came on
board the Duchefs, hoping we would conceal him §

but was immediately fent on board the Batchelor tp

his commander, who gladly received, and promifed

to pardon him.

We made land the 15th of December, came in

with the fhore the i8th, and had founding in 60 and

70 fathom, the ground grey gret with fmall ftones

and (hells •, had a ftrong foutherly current, fouth lati-

tude 34° 2', longitude 334° 34' weft from London.
The fame day we had very hard flaws of wind off^the

high-land, till we came within fight of the lion's head

and rump, two hills over the Cape Town ; and this

day we arrived in the harbour of the cape, faluted the

Dutch fort with nine guns, and were anfwered by
feven. We anchored in fix fathom water, about a

mile off fliore, and found only one Englifti fliip, call-

ed the Donegal, Captain Cliff commander, home-
ward-bound trom Mocho, and two Middleburghers,

outward-bound for Batavia, in the harbour, befidc

the guard-ftiip, and two or three galliots. On the

29th, we moored our fhip, and got down our yards

and top-mafts, to guard againft the hard flaws of

wind off the table-land, which frequently blow very

frefli betwixt eaft fouth-eaft and fouth-eaft. We fent

fixteen fick men afhore.

0^2 On
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On the tft of February, I offered fome propofals,

in writing, to captains Dover and Courtney, with the

reft of the committee ; wherein I told them, it was

my opinion, we Ihould lofe too much time to ftay

for the Dutch fleet, in order to have the benefit of

her convoy to Holland i which would not only be out

of our way, but very tedious and chargeable ; and
we having large quantities of decaying goods on

board, the time we fliould lofe by waiting for the

Dutch, might be advantageoufly employed in Brafil,

where we could lie in very little danger of the ene-

my, and vend them at great rates, and thence get to

Briftol through the north channel, having the fum-

mer before us, continuing in the latitude of 55" or

56°, two or three hundred leagues before we got the

length of the north of Ireland ; and by that means,

might avoid the track of the enemy. I earneftly

preffed, that, if they could not agree to this, one of

our privateers might- take this alone, and the other

keep with the Batcheloi and Dutch fleet. But the

majority was againft any thing but going home with

the Dutch fleet all together ; fo that all I could do

more, was to remind them of examining the goods

aboard the Batchelor, and to take out of her fo much
goods in fafe package, as would lie in the like room

of European goods, on board the Duchefs; that, if

any accident fliould happen to the Batchelor, we

might have part of her value in another bottom. I

defired, if any amongft them were not of this opinion,

. they would give their reafons to the contrary in writ-

ing i but we could agree on nothing.

On April 5, at day-break, the flag hoifted a blue

enfign, loofed the foretop-fail, and fired a gun, as a

fignal to uniriOor: as we were heaving in our cable,

it rubbed againft the oakam, which had got into the

leak, and occafioned the fliip to be as leaky again as

ever, ftie having been indifferent tight for fome

time, and we were in hopes it would have continued.

About noon I came aboard very thin, and in no better

health
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health than I was when I went firft afhore at our ar-

rival here : prefently after I went aboard the flag,

there being a fignal made for all the Englifli com-
manders. We had before received our orders, which

were very particular, and to be pundbually obferved.

About four in the afternoon, the flag, vice, and rear-

admirals, weighed with part of the fleet, and fell-

down to Robins or Penguin ifland, where they lay for

the reft of the (hips. On the 1 6th, in the afternoon, we
all weigh from Penguin ifland, being fixteen Dutch,

and nine Englifli IhipSv having a fine frefli breeze

at fouth fouth-eaft. The Cape of Good Hope has

been fo often dcfcribed, that I do not think it necef-

fary to detain the reader with any account of it here*.

There happened nothi;ig remarkable in our voyage

till June 5, when the admiral made a fignal for all the

Englilh commanders, and fome of the Dutch flcip-

pers, to come on board ; where we found an excel-

lent entertainment 5 and the good humour of the

Dutch admiral foon made all the company underftand

pach other without a linguift, though we had much
ado to get one at firfl: meeting : we parted before the

fun fet, and had a fine day. The 28 th, being got

into the latitude of 5 1
° north, we had thick roggy

weather ; fo that the flag fired two guns every half-

hour, and each ftiip anfwered with one. This conti-

nued feveral days, which confumed a great deal of

powder-, but, by the noife of the guns, it was eafy

to keep company, though fometimes fo thick for

feveral hours, that we could not fee three fhips

lengths.

Un July 14, we faw two fliips in the afternoon;

one of which we fpoke with, being a Dane, bound
for Ireland •, fhe informed us of the Dutch men of

war that were cruifing for us off Shetland, (being ten

fail) whom fhe faw four or five days ago, and reckon-

ed herfelf now about forty leagues frotn the land.

* See Kolbein's account of the cape and its inhabitants, in vol. n.

0.3 We
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We had founding then in fcvcnty fathoni water,

brown gravelly ground. I juft had time to fend the

owners copies of my letters from the Cape of Good
Hope v and to let them know, that wc were now
got fo far fafe toward the conclufion of a fatiguing

voyage. ,

-

In the morning, we made Fair Ifland, and Foul

Ifland, lying off Shetland. Pi:efently after we faw

the men of war-, but, having little wind, and they a

good way diftant from each other, we could join but

one of them by noon. The next day all the men of

war joined us, except one or two, with the fifhmg-

doggers, which were cmifing off to the north-eaft of

Shetlajid. After mutual falutations, both by the

Englifh and the Dutch fhips, one of the men of war

was fent out to fee for the mifling fhips. The in-

habitants of thofe iflands came aboard with what pro-

vifions they had, being very poor people, who fubfift

inoftly by fiftiing. On the 17th, I wrote a fingle letter

to the owners in general, by a Scots filhing-boat be-

longing to Shetland, advifing them of our joining

the men ofwarwho were ordered with the fleet to the

Texel, where we hoped to meet an Englifh convoy.

The Dutch India admiral, though but a company's

fliip, wears his flag ; gives fignals and orders to the

Ehitch nfien of waf, which is not fuffered among the

Englifh; and, in the whole run from the cape, kept

an exa^ difcipline in the fleet, not fuffering any of

the commanders to go out of the fhips to vifit each

other at fea without a f^gnal, or leave.

Oh the 23d, the weather being clofe, the cotnmo
dore made a fignal about ten o'clock for feeing land;

pref^ntly all the fleet anfwered him with their colours.

The pilot-boats coming oflfaboard the fhips,' we part-

ed with the Rotterdam and Middleburgh fhips, moft

of the men of war going with them to fee them fafe

in. The flag, and all tne Englifli fhips, faluted the

commodore, and afterward we faluted the flag, to

welcome him in fight of Holland; and, as foon as

thcv
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they were got over the bar, the Dutchmen fired at

their fafe arrival in their own country, which they

verv affcftionately called Fatherland.

About eight at night we all came fafe to anchor in

Jx fathom water, about two miles off (hore. On the

24th, in the morning, the Dutch flag weighed, in or-

der to go up to the unlivering place : as he palTed by
us, we gave him three huzzas, and nine guns. In

the afternoon I went up to Amfterdam, where we had
letters from our owners, to dire^ us how to af^, and
proceed from hence.

On the 28 th, the Englifh Eaft India fhips had or-

ders to be in readinefs for failing with the firil Dutch
convoy for London. We got fome provifions aboard

from Amflerdam on the 30th. When I came aboard,

on the I ft of Auguft, by confent of our council, we
difcharged what men we (hipped at Batavia and the

Cape, and afterward went away frorn Amfterdam.
On the 4th, the Duchefs and Batchelor went up the

road called the Vlidler, being a better road than the

Texel. In the evening, we had news of fome of our

owners being at the Hildar: Mr. Pope went to wait

upon them, and, in the morning, came aboard with

them : after a ftiort ftay, they went for the Duchefs

and Batchelor, defigning thence for Amfterdam. We
welcomed them with fifteen guns at their coming and
going. The Englifti Eaft India ftiips, and othei's,

bound for England, weighed with the Dutch convoy

the fame day, having a fine gale at north-eaft.

On the 6th, we weighed from the Texel, and

went up to our conforts, it being by a particular or-

der from the owners, for our better fecurity, being

obliged to wajt here, fearing the India company
would be troublefome, altliough we had dealt for no-

tjiing but neceflaries in India. In order to obviate

this, and convince the world, as well as the Eaft India

company, of our honefty and good condudt in this

refpeft, the o|ficers firft drew up an affidavit, fetting

forth there never was any commerce carried on in the

0^4 Indies,
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Indies, or any tranfadions of buying and felling, but

for provifions, and other things, for the Ihips ; and,

that no fulpicion might remain, an abftraft of our

journal was drawn up, and the bcfl part of the fhip'^

con.pany voluntarily fwore to it. On the 19th in ihe

afternoon, we had news of our convoy lying without

the Texel -, which was very acceptable to the crews of

each Ihip, who were in the utmoft uneafinefs at our

long itay, being juft at home; fo that we had much
ado to keep the companies aboard, till now we got

every thing in readinefs, in order for falling down to

them. ' ' " '

' . :,
'* '

. '

''

Oil the 2oth, about five in the afternoon, we got

down to the Texel, where we found our convoy at

anchor, being the EfTex, Canterbury, Medway, and

Dulwich men of war. On the 2 2d in the morning,

the wind being at north-eaft, we weighed from the

Texel, and by ten of the clock got clear of the chan-

nel. In the afternoon, the commodore took the

Batchelor in tow ; and next morning, the wind being

againll us, we bore away again for the harbour-, as

did likewife four Dutch men of war, that came out

with us, bound for London : after feeing us fafe in,

he flood off to the northward, with the Canterbury

and Medway, but came in the next morning. On
the 24th, our officers met, where, confulting, that

our three fhips wanted necefTaries to keep the fea, in

cafe we (hould meet with bad weather, we requefled

captain Roffey our commodore, that he would pleafe

to flay, fhould the wind be fair, till fuch time as we

could be provided with the faid necefTaries from Am-
fterdam -, which was granted. On the 30th, at break

of day, we weighed, as did likewife four Dutch men
of war.

On tl;e I ft of Odlober, about eleven o'clock, we
came to an anchor in the Downs, where feveral of our

owners came on board, and, after they had vifited

every fhip, went on fhore with fome prifoners, to exa-

jjiine them about our capture, &c. At three this

morning,
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morning, the Eflex made a fignal to unmoor ; and

betwixt nine and ten weighed, he being ordered up
to the Buoy in the Nore, and we to make the beft of

our way to the Hope. Odtober 1 4, at eleven o'clock,

we and our confort got up to Eriff, where we came to

an anchor, which ends our long and fatiguing voyage.
' *

IT was owing to this expedition ofWoodes Rogers,

that the fpirit of privateering in the South Seas was

not totally loft in England, where abundance of art

had been ufed to propagate an opinion, that it was

fimply impoflible for any privateer fquadron to aft

with fuccefs, at leaft for their owners : and that, if

any thing was taken, it muft be in a bucannci ring

way, that is, for the fole advantage of the crew.

But, in all thefe refpefts, this voyage has undeceived

us, and plainly Ihewn, that, under proper command,
our people are able to do as great things now, as ever

they did in tb'* days of Elizabeth; and, indeed, it is

offering the greateft indignity to our feamen to think

othcTwife. Amongft the reft of the bug bears in-

vents' to terrify our people from going into thofe

feas, one was, the dreadful treatment they met with

from the Spaniards, when, by any accident, they

fell into thtur hands. As to this, captain Rogers has

fet the matter in its true light. He deplores the lofe

of Mr. Hatley in the moft affedting terms •, probably

^om an opinion, that he might be ftarved at fea, or

)rced to live alhore on fome of the barren Gallar-

)agos iflands: but he very fairly tells us, that, after

[hat gentieman fell into the hands of the Spaniards,

pic was very kindly treated, and fent up to Lima as a

iprifoner of war, which was what he had reafon to ex-

peft. It is indeed true, that, when he and his boat's

company landed at Cape Paflao, and furrendered

themfelves, they were very barbaroufly ufed, having

their hands tied behind them, hung up by their necks,

and almoft half-flayed with whips : but then, by whom
was this done ? by a mijced people, the off-fpring of

negroes
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regroes and Indians, who bore an implacable hatred

to every man of a white complexion, out of meer aver-

, lion to the Spaniards. In this dilrefs they had pro-

bably ended their days, but for a pried, who inter-

pofed, and preferved them.
' The next remarkable thing in this voyage, is the

prudence fhewn in the ceconomy of it, which ought
^o recommend it as a precedent on all fuch occafions

for the future. This excellent management ap-

peared particularly in the method taken of holding

(:ouncils before any tranfactions of importance, to

confider the proper means fof effefting it : and then,

when the thing \vas frefh in every body's head and

memory, to bring the conduct of the affair under ex-

amination, fo as to procure apother ^efolution of the

. committee, either approving or difapprpving it. By

this meafure all fafls were fo effedually fettled, that

they would admit of no dilputes after they came
home i and it is very plain, that the debates which

happened aboard, were hindered from growing to a

dangerous height by this very method : for, as no-

thing could be abfolutely determined while they were

aboard, every body was anxious and affidubus in

fettling properly the papers, upon the teftimony of

which, the fenfe of their owners, in regard to their

condu6l, was to be determined.

A third circumftance that deferves regard, is the

weaknefs of the Spaniards; for it appears plainly,

that they were not, at this time, in a much better

condition than when Drake and Candifli ravaged their

.colonies : and of this captain Rogers was fo fenfible,

$hat, in the preface to his book, he lays it down as a

thiiig extremely pr^dlicable, not only to plunder the

Spanifh iettlements on the coaft, but even to fix gar-

riibns there, which, he thinks, it would not be in the

power of the Spaniards to excel, before they received

a relief from Britain. It is not eafy to fay whether at

this time, fuch a fcheme as he recommends would be

practicable j but this may fafely be faid, that nothing

that has fince happened has ihewn fuch a defign to b^

impofrilj;l«'i
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impoflible. At the time captain Rogers wrote, he

had before his eyes the example of the French carry-

ing on, partly with, and partly without, the confent

of the Spaniards, fuch a commerce in that part of the

world, as enabled them to make head againft the reft

of all Europe : which is a circumftance that deferves

to be very well cunfidered. Since, if the wealth of

Spain, in the hands of France, may prove the ruin of

all her neighbours, it feems to be a natural inference,

that it is not only lawful, but abfolutely incumbent

upon us, to profecute the only method that can pofli-

bly prevent it.

Before this fubjeft i«5 difmiffed, we cannot but re-

mark the great utility of voyages to the South Seas,

but as thefe can never be undertaken but when we are

at war with the Spaniards, fo that opportunity ought

never to be let flip : fince, otherwife, we are in dan-

ger of lofing all knowledge of that navigation, to

which we have a right in common with the reft of

mankind ; and which, fome time or other, may turn

to the infinite advantage of the Britifti nation. All

the adventurers who haive vifited thofe feas from the

4ays of queen Elizabeth to this time, have intimat-

ed the mighty advantages that might be expedled

from our endeavouring to fix in fome parr, rather

than be continual wanderers in the South Seas. The
grand obgedioh has been, that it is very difficult to

furnifh provifions for fo long an expedition, or to keep

our fliijbs iufficiently manned, fo as to be in a condi-

tion o{ fettling when tliey come hither. But, per-

haps, we ought to enquire, whether thefe difficulties

really fpring from the defign itfelf, or from our me-

thod of managing it.

'I'he accurate voyage which immediately follows,

contains fo many valuable fafts, obfervations, and juft

feafoning, of later date, relating to the South Seas

;

that we may fpare any farther remarks thiin what the

judicipus compiler of that voyage offers, refpedling the

proper meafures to be taken to turn our knowlege of

th^t lemote navigation to a national advantage.
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By G E O R G E A N S O N, Efq;

Afterward LORD ANSON*,

Commander in Chief of a Squadron of bis Majefly's Ships,

As compiled from his Papers, by the Reverend

Mr. Walter, Chaplain of the Centurion,

THE fquadron under the command of Mr. An-

fon having undergone many changes in its

dcftination, its force and its equipment, during the

ten months between its original appointment and

its final failing from St. Helens i the hiftory of thcfe

alterations is a detail necefTary to be made public,

both for the honour of thofe who firft planned and

promoted this enterprize, and for the jullification of

thofe who were entrufled with its execution. - .-

"When in the latter end of the fummer of the year

17:^9, it was forefeen that a war with Spain was inevi-

table, it was the opinion of fome confiderable perfons

then trufted with the adminiftration of affairs, that

the moft prudent ftep the nation could take, was at-

• He was created lord Anfon in 1747, firft lord of the admiralty

in 1751, and in 1761, commanded the fquadron that brought over

the queen, which was the lalt'fervice his lordftiip 'performed. He
died June the fixth, 1762.

tacking
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tacking that crown in her diftant fettlements; as by

this means it was fuppofed that we fhould cut off the

principal refources of the enemy, and fhould reduce

them to the neceffity of fincerely defiring a peace.

In purfuance of thefe fentiments, George Anfon,

Efq; then captain of the Centurion, being at that

time abfent on a cruife, a vefTel was difpatched to his

ftation fo early as the beginning of September, and he

received orders to return with his fhip to Portf-

mouth, and to attend the board of admiralty. When
he arrived, he was informed by Sir Charles Wager
that two fquadrons would be immediately fitted out

for two fecret expeditions, which however would
have fome connexion with each other : that he, Mr.
Anfon, was intended to command one of them, and

Mr. Cornwall the other : that the fquadron under

Mr. Anfon was to take on board three independent

companies of a hundred men each, and BLnd's regi-

ment of foot: and that, as foon as this fquadron could

be fitted for the fea, they were to fet fail, with exprefs

orders to touch at no place till the/ came to Java
Head in the Eafl Indies : that there they were only

to flop to take in water, and thence to proceed di-

redlly to the city of Manilla, fituated on Luconia,

one of the Philippine i (lands : that the other fquadron

was to be of equal force v/ith this commanded by Mr,
Anfon, and was intended to pafs round Cape Horn
into the South Se:;s, to range along that coaft ; and
after cruifing upon the eneiny in thofe parts, and at-

tempting their fettlements, this fquadron in its return

was to rendezvous at Manilla, there to join the fqua-

dron under Mr. Anion, where they were to refrefh

their men, refit their fhips, and perhaps receive

orders for other confiJerable enterprlzes.

This fcheme was doubtleis extremely well pro-

je6led, and could Jiot but greatly advance the public

fervice, and the reputation and fortune of thofe con-

cerned in its execution : for had Mr. Anfon proceeded

for Manilla at the time and in the manner propofed by
Sir
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Sir Charles Wager, he would, in all probability, have?

arrived there before they had rteeived ahy advice of
the war between us and Spain, and cohfequently be-

fore they had been in the leaft prepared for the recep-

tion of an enemy. The city of Manilla might be
Well fuppofed to have been at that time in the fami
defencelefs condition with all the other Spanilh fetde-

ments, juft at the breaking out of the war : that is to

fay, their fottificatiohs negleded, and in many places

decayed ; their cannon difniouhted, or rendered ufe-

iefs by the mouldering of their carriages; their

magazines, whether of military ftores or prbvifiohs,

iill empty •, their garrifons unpaid, and confequently

thin, ill-affe<5ted, and difpirited ; and the royal chefts

in Peru, whence alone all thefe diforders could receive

their redtefs, drained to the very bottoiti. The con-

fcquence of this city, and the illand it ftands on, may
be in Ibme meafure eftimated, from the known
healthinefs of its air, the excellency of its port and

bay, the number and wealth of its inhabitants, and

the very cxtenfive and beneficial commerce which it

carries on to the principal ports in the Eaft Indies and

China, and Its exclufivc trade to Acapulco*, the

feturns foi* which, being made in filvcr, afe, upon

the loweft valuation, not lefs than three millions of

dollars per annum.

On this fcheme Sir Charles Wager was fo intent,

that in a few days after this firft conference, that is, on

November 1 8, Mr. Anfon received an order to take un-

der his command the Argyle, Severn, Pearl, Wager,
and Tryal floop -, and other orders were ifflied to nim

delating to the victualling of this fquadron. But Mr.

Anfon, attending the admiralty the beginning of Ja-

nuary.> was informed by Sir Charles Wager, that, for

Veafons with which he (Sir Charles) was not acquaint-

ed, the expedition to Manilla was laid afide. It may
be conceived, that Mr. Anfon was extremely chagrined

at the iofing the command of fo infallible, fo honour-

able, and, in every refpedt, fo dcfirablc an enterprizej

3 cfpecially
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cfpecially too, as he had already, at a very great

expence, made the neceffary provifion for his own
accommodation in this voyage, which he had reafon

to expert would prove a very long one. However,

Sir Charles, to render this difappointment in fome de-

gree more tolerable, informed him, that the expedi-

tion to the South Seas was ftill intended, and that he

(Mr. Anfon) and his fquadron, as their firft deftina-

tion was now countermanded, fhould be employed in

that fcrvice. And, on the loth of January, he

received his commiflion, appointing hirtl commander

in chief of the forementioned fc^uadiron, which (the

Argyle being in the courfe of their preparation chang-

ed for the Gloucefter) was the fame he failed with

above eight months after from St, Helens. On this

change of deftination, the equipment of the fquadron

was ftill profecuted with as much vigour as ever j and

the vidlualling, and whatever depended on the com7
modore, was foon fo far advanced, that he conceived

th ^'ps might be capable of putting to fea the in-

i u 1 i fhould receive his final orders, of which he

was m daily expeftation. At laft, on the 28th of

June 1 740, the duke of Newcaftle, principal fecrc-

tary of State, delivered to him his majefty*s inftruc-

tions, dated January 31, 17^9, with an additional in-

ftruftioilfrom the Lords juftices, dated June 19, 1740.

On the receipt of thefe, Mr. Anfon immediately

repaired to Spithead, with a refolution to fail with the

firft fair wind, flattering himfelf that all his diAcui-

ties were now at an end. For, though he knew by

the mufters, that his fquadron wanted three hundred

feamen of their complement (a deficiency which, with

all his alTiduity, he had not been able to get fupplied)

yet, as Sir Charles Wager informed hmi, that an order

from the board of admiralty was difpatched to Sir

John Norris, to fpare him the numbers which he
wanted, he doubted not of its being complied with.

Bur, on his arrival at Portfmouth, he found himfelf

greatly
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greatly miftaken and difappointed in this perfuafion:

. for, on his application. Sir John Norris told him, he
could fpare him none, for he wanted men for his

own fleet. This occafioned an inevitable and a very

confiderable delay, for it was the end of July before

this deficiency was by any means fupplied, and all

that was then done was extremely fliort of his necef-

fities and expedation. For admiral Balchen, who
fucceeded to the command at Spithead, after Sir

John Norris had failed to the wcftward, inftead of

three hundred failors, which Mr. Anfon wanted of his

comjilement, ordered on board the fquadron a hun-

dred and feventy men only, of which thirty-two

were from the hofpital and fick quarter. ..^.^v ,

But the commodore's mortification did not end

here. It has been already obferved, that it was at firft

intended that colonel Bland's regiment, and three

independent companies, of a hundred men each,

fhould embark as land-forces on board the fquadron.

But this difpofition was now changed ; and all the

land-forces that were to be allowed, were five hun-

dred invalids, to be colledled from the out-penfion-

ers of Chelfea college. Mr. Anfon was gready

chagrined at having fuch a decrepid detachment

alloted him; for he was fully perfuaded that the

greateft part of them would perifh long before the^

arrived at the fcene of a6bion, fince the delays he had

already encountered, neceflariIf confined his paffage

round Cape Horn to the moll rigorous feafon of the

year. Inftead of having five hundred, however,

there came on board no more than two hundred and

fifty-nine: ibr all thofe who had limbs and ftrcngth

. to walk out of Portfmouth, deferted ; leaving behind

them fuch only as were literally invalids. Indeed, it

. is difficult to conceive a more moving fee ne, than the

embarkation of thefe unhappy veterans, thus hurried

from their repofe into a fatiguing employ, to which

f^ -jieithcr the ftrength of their bodies, nor the vigour

^, of
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of their minds, were any way proportioned ; and

this too, after they had fpent the a&ivity and ftrength

of their youth in their country's fervice. - ^*w *: ..

And here it is neceflary to mention another mate-

rial particular in the equipment of this fquadron. It

was propofed to Mr. Anfon, after it was rcfolved

that he (hould be fent to the South Seas, to take

with him two perfons, under the denomination of

agent viftuallers. Thofe who were mentioned for

his employment had formerly been in the Spanilh

Weft Indies, in the South Sea company's fervice 5

and it was fuppofed, that, by their knowledge and

intelligence on that coaft, they might often procure

provifions for him by compad with the inhabitants,

when it was not to be got by force of arms. Thefe
agent viAuallers, were for this purpofe, to be allowed

to carry to the value of 15,000!. in merchandize on
board the fquadron : for they had reprefented, that it

would be much eafier for them to procure provifions

with goods, than with the value of the fame goods in

money. Whatever colours were given to this fcheme,

it was difficult to perfuade the generality of njankind,

that it was not principally intended for the enrich-

ment of the agents, by the beneficial commerce they

propofed to carry on upon that coaft. Mr. Anfon
from the beginning objefted both to the appoint-

ment of agent viduallers, and the allowing them to

carry a cargo on board the fquadron ; for he con-

ceived, that in thofe few amicable ports where the

fquadron might touch, he needed not their afllftance

to contract for any provifions the place afforded *, and

on the enemy's coaft, he did not imagine that they

could ever procure him the neceffaries he (hould

want, unlefs, which he was refolved not to comply

with, the military operations of his fquadron were to

be regulated by the ridiculous views of their trading

projeSs. All that he thought the government ought

to have done on this occafion, was to put on board

to the value of 2 or 3000 1* only of fuch goods, as

Vol. III. R the
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the Indians* or the SpanKh i>lanters in the lefs culti-

vated pare of the coaft, might be tempted with:

fmce it was in fuch places only, that he imagined it

would be worth while to truck with the enemy for

provifions; and. in thefe places, it was fuHiciently

evident a very fmall cargo would fulBce.

This cargo was at Hrft (hipped on board the Wager
flore-lhip, and one of the vidtuallers ; no part of it

being admitted on board the men of war. But,

when the commodore was at St. Catharine's, he con-

fidered, that, in cafe the fquadron fhould be feparat-

ed, it might be pretended that fome of the fhips were

difappointed of provifions, for want of a cargo to

truck with i and therefore he diftributed fome of the

leafl bulky commodities on board the men of war.

He left the reminder principally on board the Wager,
where it was loft; and more of the goods perilhing

by various accidents to be recited hereafter, no part

of them being difjpofed of upon the coaft; the few

that came home to England did not produce, when
fold, the fourth part of the original price. So truo

was the commodore's judgment of the event of this

projed, which had been by many conHdered as in-

fallibly produdbive of immenfe gains. But to return

to the tranfaftions at Portfmouth.

To fupply the place of the invalids which deferted,

as is mentioned above, there were ordered on board,

two hundred and ten marines detached from different

regiments. Thefe were raw and undifciplined menv
for they being juft raifed, had fcarcely any thing

more of the foldier than their regimentals; none of

them having been fo far trained as to be permitted

to fire. The laft detachment of thefe marines came
on board the 8th of Auguft, and on the loth the

fquadron failed from Spithead to St. Helen's, there to

wait for a fair wind to proceed on the expedition.

But the delays already fuffered had not yet fpent

all their influence ; for we were now advanced into a

feafon of the year, when the wcfterly winds are ufu-

4 ally
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ftlly very conftant, and very violent; and it was
thought proper that we fhould put to fea in company
with the fleet commandec^ by adnniral Balchen, and
the expedition under lord Cathcart. As we made up
in all twenty-one men of war, and a hundred and
twenty four fail of merchantmen and tranfports, we
had no hopes of getting out of the channel with fo

large a number of (hips, without the continuance of
a &r wind for fome confidenible time This was
what we had every day lefs and lefs reafon to expert,

as the time of the equinox drew near j fo that our
golden dreams, and our ideal pofTeifion of the Peru-

vian treafures, grew each day more faint : and the

difHculties and dangers of the pafTage round Cape
Horn, in the winter feafon, filled our imaginations

in their room. It wa? ^orty days, from our arrival

at St. Helen's, to our final departure from thence 1

and even then, having orders to proceed without lord

Cathcart, we tided it down the channel with a con-

trary wind. But this' interval of forty days was not

free from the difpleafing fatigue of often fetting faiU

and being as often obliged to return ; nor exempt
from dangers, greater than have been fometimes

undergone in furrounding the globe. On the 6th of
September, being returned to an anchor at St. He-
len's, after one of thefe fruitlefs etforts, the wind blew

fo frefli, that the whole fleet ftruck their yards and
topmafls, to prevent driving : yet, notwithflanding

this precaution, the Centurion drove the next evening,

and brought both cables a-head, and we were in no
fmall danger of running foul of the Prince Frederick,

a feventy-gun fhip, moored at a fmall ditiance under
our ftern ; though we happily elcaped, by her driv-

mg at the fatiie time, and fo preferving her didance

:

but we did not think ourfelves fecure, till we at lafl:

let go the fheet-anchor, which fortunately brought
us up. Our hopes of a fpeedy departure were even
now fomewhat damped by a fubfequent order, which
Mr. Anfon received on the 1 2th of September, and

R 2 by
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by which he was required to take under his convoy

the St. Alban'S) with the Turky fleet, and to join

the Dragon and the Winchefter, with the Straits and

the American trade, at Torbay or Plymouth-, and to

proceed with them to fea as far as their way and ours

lay together. This incumbrance of a convoy gave

us feme uneafinefs, as we feared it might prove the

means of lengthening our voyage to the Maderas.

However, Mr. Anfon, now having the command him-

felf, immediately fent directions to Torbay, that the

fleets he was there to take under his care, might be

in a readinefs to join him inftantly on his approach.

And at laft, on the 1 8th of September, he weighed

from St. Helen's -, and, though the wind was at firft

contrary, had the good fortune to get clear of the

channel in four days.

Having thus gone through the refpeftive fteps

taken in the equipment of this fquadron, it is fuffici-

ently obvious how different an afpedt this expedition

bore at its firfl: appointment in the beginning of Janu-

ary, from what it had in the latter end of September,

when it left the channel *, and how much its numbers,

its flirength, and the probability of its fuccefs were

diminiflied, by the various incidents which took place

in that interval : for, inftead of all our old and ordi-

nary feamen exchanged for fuch as were young and

able, (which the commodore was at firfl: promifed) and

having our numbers completed to their full compk-

ment-, we were obliged to retain our firft crews,

which were very indifferent; and a deficiency of

three hundred men in our numbers was no otherwife

made up, than by Tending on board a hundred and

feventy men, the greateft part compofed of fuch as

were difcharged from hofpitals, or new-raifed marines,

who had never been at fea before : and, in the land-

forces allotted us, the change was ftill more difad-

vantagdbus. But the diminifliing the ftrength of the

^uadron was not the greateft incpnveniency which

^j^ 4 ^,j ..
,

.,.,„,. attended
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attended thefe alterations j for the contefts, reprefen-

tations, and difficulties, they continually produced,

in which the authority of the admiralty was not al-

ways fubmitted to, occafioned a delay aiid wafte of
time, that, in its confequences, was the fource of

- all the difafters to which this enterprize was afterwards

expofed.
'

> r»

On the 18th of September 1740, the fquadron,

as we have obferved, weighed from St. Helen's with a

contrary wind ; the commodore propofing to tide it

down the channel, as he dreaded lefs the inconven'i-

encies he fhould thereby have to ftruggle with, than

the rifk he fhould run of mining the enterprize by an
uncertain, and, in all probability, a tedious- attendance

for a fair wind.

The fquadron alloted to this fervice, confided of
five men of war, a floop of war, and two vidlual-

ling fliips. They were the Centurion of fixty guns',

four hundred men, George Anfon, Efqj commander;
the Gloucefter of fifty guns, three hundred men,
Richard Norris commander; the Severn of fifty guns,

three hundred men, the honourable Edward Legg
commander -, the Pearl of forty guns, two hundred
and fifty men, Matthew Mitchel commander; the

Wager of twenty-eight guns, one hundred and fixty

men, Dandy Kidd commander ; and the Tryal floop

of eight guns, one hundred men, the honourable

John Murray commander : the two vidluallers were
pinks, the largeft of about four hundred, and the

other of about two hundred tons burdens.' Thefe
were to attend us till the provifions we had taken on
board were fo far confumed, as to make room for

the additional quantity they carried with them, which,

when we had taken into our fhips, they were to be
difcharged. The invalids and marines, under the de-

nomination of land-forces, were commanded by
lieutenant-colonel Cracherode. With this fquadron,

together with the. St. Alban's and the Lark, and the

trade under their convoy, Mr. Anfon tided it down
R 3 the
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the channel tor the firft forty-eight hours ; and, on

i|lic zoth, in the morning, we diftovered off the Ram-
Head, the i >ragon, Winchefter, South Sea Caille, and

Rye, with a numb r of merchantmen under their con-

voy: tbefe \^e joined about noon the fame day, our

oommodore having orders to fee them, together with

the Si. i^ltan'.*' ai d Lark, as far into the fea as their

coutfc and ours la> together When we came in

fight of this Lift meniioned fleet, Mr. Anfon firft

Jioifted his broad {.endant, and was faluced by all the

men of war in company. . -'..

When we had jomed this lafl convoy, we made up

eleven men of war, and about one hundred and fifty

fail of merchantmen, confifiing cf the Turky, the

Straits, and the American trade. Mr. Anion the

fame day made a fignal for all the captains of the

men of war to come on board him, where he deliver-

ed them their fighting and failing iiiftrudions, and

then, with a fair wind, we all flood toward the

fouth-weft; and the next day at noon, being the 25ft,

we had mn iorty Jeaguesfrom the Ram-Head. Be-

ing now clear of the iand, our commodore, to render

our vie'A' m*ore extrnfive, ordered captain Mitchel, in

the Pearl, to make fail two leagues a head of the

fleet every morning, and to repair to his ftation every

evening* Thus we proceeded till the 25th, when

tht Winchefter and American convoy made the con-

certed (ignal for leave to feparate, which being an-

fwered by the commodore they left us: as the St.

Alban's and the Dragon, with the Turiy and Straits

convoy, did on the 29th. After which feparation,

thfere remained in company only our own fquadron

and our own viftuallers, wiih which we kept on

our courfe for the ifland of Madera. But the winds

were fo contrary, that we had the mortification to be

forty days in our
i
aflage thither from St. Helen's,

though it is known to be often done in ten or twelve.

This delay was a moft unpleafing circumftancci

fince as we had departed from England much later

than
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chan we ought to have done, we had placed almoil all

our hope? of fucccls in the chance of retrieving, in

fome mtafure at Tea, the time we had fo unhappily

wafled at Spithcrad and St. Helen's. However, at

laft, on Monday, OAobcr the 25th, at five in the

morning, wc, to our great joy, made the land, and

in the afternoon came to an anchor in Madera«
Road, in forty fathom water; the Brazen-Head bear-

ing from us eafl by fouth, the Loo north north weft,

and the great church north north caft. The next

day, the confil of the ifland vifiting the commo-
dore, we falut: d him with nine guns on his coming
on board

This ifland of Madera, where we were now arriy-

ed, is famous through all our American fettlements,

for its excellent wines, which feem to be defigned by
providence tor the refrefhment of the inhabitants of
the Torrid Zone. It is lituated in a fine climate, in

the latitude of 32<> : 27' norths and in the longitude

fro.n London (by our different reckonings) of 18^ -r

to 19° T '^^^^ though laid down in the charts in

ij^, h is compofed of one continued hill, of a con*

fiderable height extending itfelf from eafttoweft:

the declivity of which, on the fouth-lide, is cultivated

and interfperfed with vineyards : and, in the midft of
this flope, the merchants have fixed their country-

^ts, which help to form a very agreeable profpedt.

There is but one confiderable town in the whole

ifland i it is named Fonchiale, and is feated on the

fouth part of the ifland, at the bottom of a large

bay. Toward the iea, it is defended by a high

wall, with a battery of cannon, bedde a caftle on
the Loo, which is a rocl^ Handing m the water at

a fmall diftance from the fhore. Fonchiale is the only

place of trade, and indeed the only place whtre it is

pofljble Hot a boat to land^ and, even here, the

beach is covered with large ftones, and a violent

furf continually beats upon it : ;o that the commo-
dore did not care to venture the fhips long-boats

R 4 to
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to fetch the water off, there was fo much danger

of their being loft. He therefore ordered the cap-

tains of the fquadron to employ Portuguefe boats

on that icrvicc. j-'?. at, *.;& •. t

J: We continued about a week at this ifiand, wa-

tering our (hips, and providing the fquadron with

wine and other refrefhments. Here, on the 3d of

November, captain Richard Norris fignified, by a let-

ter to the commodore, his defire to quit his com-
mand on board the Gloucefter, in order to return to

England for the recovery of his health. This requeft

the commodore complied with -, and thereupon was

plcafed to appoint captain Matthew Mitchel to

command the Gloucefter in his room, and to re-

move captain Kidd from the Wager to the Pearl,

and captain Murray from the Tryal floop to the

Wager, giving the command of the Tryal to lieu-

tenant Cheap. Thefe promotions being fettled, with

other changes in the lieutenancies, the commodore,
on the following day, gave to tlie captains their

orders, appointing St. Jago, one of the Cape de

Verd Iflands, to be the firft place of rendcizvous,

in cafp of feparation ; and direfting them, if they

did not meet the Centurion there, to make the beft

of their way to the ifland of St. Catharine's, on

the coaft of Brazil. The water for the fquadron

being the fame' day completed, and each ftiip fupplied

with as much wine and other refrefliments as they

could take in, we weighed anchor in the afternoon,

and took our leave of the ifland of Madera. But,

before we depart, it may be neceflary to give Ibmc

account of the proceedings of the enemy, and of

the meafures they had taken to render all our de-

figns abortive.

When Mr. Anfon vifited the governor of Madera,

he received information from him, that for three or

four days, in the latter end of Goober, there had

appeared to the weftward of that ifland fevcn or eight

ihips of the line, and a patache, which laft was fent

^verjr
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Fvery day clofe in to make the land. The governor

affured the commodore, upon his honour, that none

upon th*" itland had cither given them intelligence, or

had in any fort communicated with them •, but that

he believed them to be either French or Spanifh, but

was rather inclined to think them Spanifh. On this

intelligence, Mr. Anfon fent an officer in a clean

floop, eight leagues to the weftward, to reconnoitre

them ; and, if poflible, to difcover what they were

:

but the officer returned, without being able to get a

fight of them j fo that we ftill remained in uncer-

tainty. However, we could not but conjedure, that

this fleet was intended to put a ftop to our expedi-

tion ; which, had they cruized to the eaftward of the

iHand, inftead of the weftward, they co ild not but

have executed with great facility. For, as in tl'at

cafe they muft have certainly fallen in with us, *A'e

Ihould have been obliged to throw over board vaft

quantities of provifions, to clear our fhips for an en-

gagement -, and this alone, without any regard to the

event of the aftion, would have efFedlually prei t if^ed

our progrefs. This was fo obvious a meafure, tl it

we could not help imagining reafons which might
have prevented them from purfuing it. We after-

ward in the courfe of our expedition, were per-

fuaded that this was the Spanifh fquadron, om-
manded by Don Jofeph Pizarro, which was fent out

purpofely to traverfe the views and enterprizes of our
fquadron, td which, in ftrength, they were greatly

fuperior. ' As this Spanifh armament then was fo

nearly connefted with our expedition, > nd as the ca-

taftrophe it underwent, though not eireded by our
force, was yet a confiderable advantage to this nation,

and produced in confequence of < ur equipment ; we
will give a fummary accoui.t of their proceedings,

from their firft fecting out from Spain in the ye?ir

1 740, till the Afia, the only fhip of the whole fqua-

dron which returned to Europe, arrived at the Groyne
in the beginning of the year 1 746.

This

1:
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This fquadron (befidc tvfo Ihips intended for the

"Weft Indies, which did not part company till after

they had left the iMaderas) was compoied of the fol-

lowing men of war, commanded by Don Jofeph Fi-

zarro. The Afia of fixty-fix guns, and feven hun-

dred men-, the admiral*s ihip; the Guipufcoa, of

fcventy-four guns, and feven hundred men-, tlie

Hermiona, of fify four guns, and five hundred men;
the Efperanza, of fifty guns, and four hundred and

fifty men j the St. Eftevan, of forty guns, and three

hundred and fifty men : with a patache, of twenty

guns. Thefe fhips, over and above their complement
of Tailors and marines, had on board an old Spanifh

regiment of foot, intended to reinforce the garri-

fbns on the coail of the South Seas. When this fleet

had cruized for fome days to the leeward of the Ma-
deras, as is before-mentioned, they left that ftation in

the beginning of November, and (leered for the ri-

ver Plate, where they arrived the 5th of January 0.

S. and coming to an anchor in the bay of Maldo-

nado, at the mouth of that river, their admiral Pi-

zarro fcnt immediaicly to Buenos Ayres for a fupply

of provifions ; for they had departed from Spain with

only four months provifions on board. While they

lay here expelling this fupply, they received intelli-

gence, by the treachery of the Portuguffe governor

of St. Catharine's, of Mr. Anfon's having arrived at

that ifiand on the 21ft of December preceding, and

of his preparing to put 10 Tea again with the ut-

inoft expedition. Pizarro, notwithdanding his fu-

perior force, had his reafons (and as fome fay, hh or-

ders likewife) for avoiding our fquadron any where

(hort of the South Seas. He was befide extremely

defirous of getting round Cape Horn before us, as

he imagined that ftep alone would effeclually baffle

all our dcfifrns : and therefore, on hearing that we

were in his neij^hhoiirhuod, and that we fhould foon

be ready to \
r cced for Cape Horn, he weighed an-

chor With the five large fiiips, (the patache being dif-

abled
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abled and condemned, and the men taken out of

her) after a ftay of feventeen days only, and got un-

der fail without his provifions, which arrived at Mal-

donado within a day or two after his departure.

But, notwithllanding the precipitation with which

he departed, wc put to fea from St. Catherine's

four days before nim, and, in fome part of our

palfage to Cape Horn, the two fquadrons were fo

near togt iher, that the Pearl, one of our fhips, be-

ing feparatcd from the reft, fell in with the Spanidi

Heet, and miftaking the Afia for the Centurion, had

got within gun-fhot of Pizarro before fhe difcovered

her error, and narrowly efcaped being taken.

It being the 2 2d of January when the Spaniards

weighed from Maldonado, as has been already men-
tioned, they could not expedt to get into the lati-

tude of Cape Horn before the equinox ; and as they

had reafon to apprehend very tempeduous weather

in doubling it at that feafon, and as the Spanifh fail-

ors, being for the mofl part accuflomed to a fair

weather country, might be expected to be very averfc

to fo dangerous and fatiguing a navigation \ the better

to encourage them, fome part of their pay was ad-

vanced to them in European goods, which they were

to be permitted to difpofe of in the South Seas : that

fo the hopes of the great profit each man was to make
on his venture, might render him lefs difpofed to re-

pine at the hardfhips and perils he would in all pro-

bability meet with, before his arrival on the coaft of
Peru.

Pizarro with his fquadron having, toward the lat-

ter end of February, run the le»*igth of Cape Horn,
he then flood to the weftward, in order to double it

;

but in the night of the kfl day of February, O. S.

while with this view they were turning to windward,
the Guipufcoa, the Hermiona, and the Efperanza,

were fepar- "ed from ihe admiral, and the Hermiona
was fuppofea to founder at fea, for fhe was never

heard

i
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heard of more •, and the Guipufcoa was run alhorc,'

and funk on the coaft of Brazil. ^'^
i-

' ' ^'-i't ^

The calamities of all kinds which this fquadron
underwent, in this unfuccefsful navigation, can only

be paralleled by what we ourfelves experienced in the

fame climate, when bufFetted by the fame ftorms.

There was indeed feme diverfity in our diftrefles,

which rendered it difficult to decide, whofe fituation

was moft worthy of commiferation. For, to all the

misfortunes we had in common with each other, as

Ibattered rigging, leaky (hips, and the fatigues and
defpondency, which necefiarily attend thefe difafters

;

there was fuperadded on board our fquadron the ra-

vage of a moft deftru6tive and incurable difeafe •, and,

on board the Spanilh fquadron, the devaftation of fa-

mine. For this fquadron, either from the hurry of

their outfet, their prefumption of a fupply at Buenos
Ayres, or from other lefs obvious motives, departed

from Spain, with no more than four months provi-

fion on board, and even that, it is faid, at fhort al-

lowance only. So that, when by the ftorms they met
with off Cape Horn, their continuance at fea was
prolonged a month or more beyond their expedbation,

they were reduced to fuch infinite diflrefs, that rats,

when they could be caught, were fold for four dol-

lars a-piece «, and a failor, who died on board, had his

death concealed for fome days by his brother, who
during that time lay in the fame hammock with the

corpfe, only to receive the dead man's allowance of

provifions. •• » '.

In this dreadful fituation they were alarmed, (if

their horrors were capable of augmentation) by the

difcovcry of a confpiracy among the marines on board

the Afia, the admiral's fhip. This had taken its rife

chiefly from the miferies they endured : for though
no lei's was propofed by the confpirators than the

maflacring the officers and the whole crew, yet their

motive for this bloody refolution feemed to be no
more than their defire of relieving their hunger, by

appro-
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by

ro-

appropriating the whole fhips proviiions to them-

felves. But their defigns were prevented, when juft

upon the point of execution, by means of one of

their confeflbrs : and three of their ring-leaders were

immediately put to death. However, though the

confpiracy was fupprefled, their other calamities ad-

mitted of no alleviation 3^ but ^rew each day more
and more deftruftive. So tht^t, by the complicated

diftrefs of fatigue, ficknefs, ai.d hunger, the three

(hips which efcaped, loft the greateft part of their

men : the Afia, their admiral's (hip, arrived at Monte
Vedio, in the river of Plate, with half her crew only j

the St. Eftevan had loft in like manner half her hands,

when ftie anchored in the bay of Baragan : the Efpe-

ranza, a fifty gun ftiip, was ft ill more unfortunate,

for of four hundred and fifty hands, which ftie

brought from Spain, only fifty-eight remained alive,

and the whole regiment of foot periftied, except fixty

men. But, the reader will conceive a more diftinft

and particular idea of what they underwent upon
this occafion, from a (hort account of the fate

of the Guipufcoa, extrafled from a letter, writ-

ten by Don Jofeph Mendinuetta, her captain, to a

perfon of diftindlion at Lima -, a copy of which fell

into our hands afterward in the South Seas.

He mentions, that he feparated from the Hermiona
and the Efperanza in a fog, on the 6th of March,
being, as is fuppofed, to the fbuth-eaft of Staten-

Land, and plying to die weftward ; that in the night

after, it blew a furious ftorm at north-weft, which
fplit his main-fail, and obliged him to bear away with

his fore-fail j that he likewife fprung his main-maft,

and the ftiip made fo much water, that with four

pumps and bailing he could not free her : that on
the 9th it was calm, but the fea continued fo high,

that the fiiip in rolling opened all her upper works
and feams, and ftarted the butt ends of her planking,

and the greateft part of her top timbers-, the bolts

being drawn by the violence of her roll •, numbers
every

! .; V'l
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every day pcrifhing by the fatigue of pumping ; and
thofe who furvived, being quite difpirited by labour,
hunger, and the feverity of the weather, they havl
ing cwo fpans of fnow upon the decks : that then find-

ini^ thf wind fixed in the weftern quarter, and blowing
ftrung, and confequently their palTage to the we ward
im^ oH'bie, they refolved to bear away for the river

of Plate: that, on the 2 id, they were obliged to

throw over-board all the upper deck guns, and an an-

chor, and to take fix turns of the cable round the fhip,

to prevent her opening : that the (liip rolled fo much,
that the main-mad came by the board -, and, in a
few hours after, fhe loft in like manner her fore maft
and her mizen-maft ; and that, to accumulate their

misfortunes, they were foon obliged to cut away their

bowfprit, to diminifh, if poflUble, the leakage at her

head: that thofe who were capable of worki; g at

the pumps, (at which every officer without excep-

tion took his turn) were allowed only an ounce and
half of bifcuit per diem ; and thofe who were lo (ick

or fo weak, that they could not aflllt in this necedary

labour, had no more than an ounce of wheat; fo that

it was common for the men to fall down dead at the

pumps : that they could not immediately fet up jury-

mafts, but were obliged to drive like a wreck, be-

tween the latitudcii of 32* and 28**, till the i^ih of

April, when they made the coaft of Brazil, at Rio dc

Paras, ren leagues to the fouthward of the iflani of

St. Cathaiinc'3 . thai nere ihey came to an anchor,

and that ihe captain was very defirous of proceeding

to St. Catharine's : if pofTibie, in order to fave the

hull of the (hip. and the guns and ftores on board

her i but the crew inftantly left oflT pumping, and

being enraged at tlie hardlhips they had fuffereu, arid

the numbers they had loft, (there being at that lime

no l^Ts than thirty dead bodies lying on the deck)

they all with one voice cried out, On short, Oh
SHORE, and obliged the captain to run the Ihip in

direflly for the land, where, the §ih day af^er, flic

funk

funk with

whom hu
ber of fou

From tl

of the Gui
the manne
ofthediftr

of the fqu

Thefe latt

ging, and

lupply at '.

bouring fei

boat with ;

chafe what
at the fame
to St. Jago,
viceroy of J

had befaller

of 200,000
enable him
that he mig
paflage to

the year (ho
by the Spa
ftance, that

(though it

Cordilleras

the fnow) w
Buenos Ayn
are diftant t

of which ar
the Cordille

The retu

the viceroy

ftcad of 2C(
viceroy rem
that it was
procure him



ROUND THE WORLD. 255

funk with her (lores \ but the remainder of the crew,

vrhoni hunger and fatigue had fpared, to the num-
ber of four hundred, got fate on Ihore.

From this account or the adventures and cataflrophe

of the Guipufcoa, we may form fome conjcdure of

the manner in which the Hermiona wa$ lofty and

of the diitreifes endured by the three remaining (hips

of the fquadron, which got into the river Plate,

Thefe lait being in great want of mads, yards, rig-

ging, and all kinds of naval (lores, and having no
I'upply at Buenos Ayres, nor in any of their neigh-

bouring lettlements, Pizarro difpatched an advice-

boat with a letter of credit to Kio Janeiro, to pur-

chafe what was wanting from the Portuguefe. He,
at the fame time, fent an exprefs acrofs the continent

to St. Jago, in Chili, to be thence forwarded to the

viceroy of Peru, informing him of the difafters that

had befallen his fquadron, and deliring a remittance

of 200,000 dollars from the royal chells at Lima, to

enable him to visual and reHt his remaining (hips,

that he might be again in a condition to attempt the

palTage to the South Seas, as foon as the feauin of
the year (hould be more favourable. It is mentioned

by the Spaniards as a mod extraordinary circum«

ftance, that the Indian charged with this exprels

(though it was then the depth of winter, when the

Cordilleras are edeemed impaflable on account of
the fnow) was only thirteen days in his journey fronn

Buenos Ayres to St. Jago in Chili, though thefe places

are diftant three hundred Spanifh leagues, near forty

of which are amongd the fnows and precipices of
the Cordilleras.

The return to this difpatch of Pizarro's from
the viceroy of Peru was no ways favourable: in-

(tead of 200,000 dollars, the fum demanded, the

viceroy remitted him only 100,000, telling him,
that it was with great dilHculty he was able to

procure him even thAt.

The

1 '.'
i 1m
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I

The advice-boat fent to Rio Janeiro alfo executed

her commiirion but imperfectly ; for though flie

brought back a confiderable quantity of pitch, tar,

and cordage, yet (he could not procure either mafts

or yards : and, as an additional misfortune, Pizarro

was difappointed of fome mafts he expected from Pa-

raguay. In the October following, Pizarro was pre-

paring to put to fea with two Ihips, in order to at-

tempt the paflage round Cape Horn a fecond time

;

but the St. Eftevan, in coming down the river Plate,

ran on a flioal, and beat off her rudder ; on which,

and other damages (he received, (he was condemned
and broke up, and Pizarro in the Afia proceeded to

fea without her. Having now the fummer before

him, and the winds favourable, no doubt was made
of his having a fortunate and fpeedy paflage ; but

being off Cape Horn, and going right before the

wind in very moderate weather, though in a fwei-

ling fea, by fome mifcondudt of the officer of the

watch, the fhip rolled away her mafts, and was a

fecond time obliged to put back to the river of Plate

in great diftrefs.

The Afia having confiderably fuffered in this fecond

unfortunate expedition, the Efperanza,which had been

left behind at Monte Vedio, was ordered to be refitted,

the command of her being given to Mindinuetta,

who was capxain of the Guipufcoa when fhe was loft.

He, in the November of the fucceeding year, that

is, in November 1742, failed from the river of Plate

to the South Seas, and arrived fafe on the coaft of

Chili; where his commodore Pizarro pafling over

land from Buenos Ayres, met him. There were

great animofities and contefts between thefe two

gentlemen at their meeting, occafioned principally

by the claim of Pizarro to command the Efperanza,

which Mindinuetta had brought round; for Mindi-

nuetta refufed to deliver her up to him, infifting,

tliat as he came into the South Seas alone, and undei

2 no
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no fuperior, it was not now in the power of Pizarro

to refume that authority which he had once parted

with. However, the prefident of Chili interpofmg,

and declaring for Pizarro, Mindinuetta, after a long

and obftinate ftruggle, was obliged to fubmit.

But Pizarro had not yet completed the feries of

his adventures ; for, when he and Mindinuetta came
back by land from Chili to Buenos Ayres, in the

year 1745, they found at Monte Vedio the Afia,

which, near three years before, they had left there.

This Iliip, they refolved, if pofllble, to carry to Eu-
rope, and with this view they refitted her in the beft

manner they could : but th=:ir great difficulty was to

procure a fufficient number of hands to navigate her,

for all the remaining failors of the fquadron, to be

met with in the neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres, did

not amount to a hundred men. They endeavoured

to fupply this defeft by prcfling many of the inha-

bitants of Buenos Ayres, and putting on board, be-

fide, all the Englilh prifoners then in their cuftody,

together with a number of Portuguefe fmugglers,

which they had taken at different times, and fome
of the Indians of the country. Among thefe laft

there was a chief and ten of his followers, who had
been furprized by a party of Spanilh foldiers about

three months before. The name of this chief was
Orellana; he belonged to a very powerful tribe,

which had committed great ravages in the neigh-

bourhood of Buenos Ayres. With this motley crew,

(all of them, except the European Spaniards, ex-

tremely averfe to the voyage) Pizarro fet fail from
Monte Vedio in the river of Place, about the begin-

ning of November 1 745 : and the native Spaniards,

being no ftrangers to the diffatisfadtion of their forced

men, treated both thofe, the Englifh prifoners, and
the Indians, with great infolence and barbarity ; but
more particularly the Indians, for it was common
for the meaneft officers in the fliip to beat them moft
cruelly on the flightcft pretences, and oftentimes only

Vol, III. S to
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to exert their fuperiority. Orellana and his follow-i

crs, though in appearance fufficiently patient and fub-

miflive, meditated a ievere revenge for all thefe in-

humanities. As he converfed very well in Spanifh,

(thefe Indians having, in time of peace, a great intcr-

courfe with Buenos Ayres) he affcded to talk with

fuch of the Englifh as underttood that language, and

feemed very defirous of being informed how many
Englilhmen there were on board, and which they

were. As he knew that the Englilh were as much
enemies to the Spaniards as himfeif, he had doubt-

lefs an intention of ditblofing his purpofes to them,

and making them partners in the fcheme he had pro-

jected for revenging his wrongs, and recovering his

liberty : but having founded them at a dillancc, and

not finding them fo precipitate and vindictive as he

cxpedted, he proceeded no farther with them, but

relblved to truft alone to the refolution of his ten

faithful followers. Having agreed on the meafures

neceflary to be taken, they firft furniihed themfelves

with Dutch knives {harp at the point, which being

the common knives uled in the Ihip, they found no

difficulty in procuring : befide thefe, they employed

their leifure in fecretly cutting out thongs from raw

hides, of which there were great numbers on board,

and in fixing to each end of thefe thongs the double-

headed fhot of the fmall quarter deck guns. This,

when fwung round their heads, according to the prac-

tice of their country, was a mod mifchievous wea-

pon, in the ufe of which the Indians about Buenos

Ayres are trained frorn their infancy, and confe-

quently are extremely expert. Thefe particulars

being in good forwardnels, the executioh of their

fcheme was perhaps precipitated by a particular out-

rage committed on Orellana himfeif. One of the of-

ficers ordered Orellana aloft, which being what he was

incapable of performing, the officer, under pretence

pf his difobedience, beat him with fuch violence,

phat he left him bleeding on the deck, and ftupified

for
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for fome time with his bruifes and wounds. This

u<age undoubtedly heightened his thirft for revenge,

fo that, within a day or two after this incident, he

and his followers opened their defpcratc refolves in

the enfuing manner.

It was about nine in the evening, when many of

the principal officers were on the quarter-deck, in-

dulging in the frefhnefs of the night air*, the wafle

of the (hip was filled with live cattle, and the fore-

caftle was rnanned Avith its cuftomary watch. Orel-

lana and his companions, under cover of the night,

having prepared their weapons, and thrown off their

trowzers and the more cumberous part of their drefs,

came all together on the quarter-deck, and drew to-

ward the door of the great cabin. The boatfwain

immediately reprimanded them, and ordered them to

be gone. On this Orellana fpoke to his followers in

his native language, when four of them drew off, two
towards each gangway, and the chief and the fix re-

maining Indians leemed to be (lowly quitting the

quarter-deck. When the detached Indians had tak' n
po(r<;(rion of the gangway, Orellana placed his hands

hollow to his mouth, and bellowed out the war-cry

ufed by thofe favages, which is faid to be the har(h-

cft and molt terrifying found in nature. This hide-

ous yell was the fignal for beginning the malTacre:

for on this they all drew their knives, and brandifiied

their double-headed (hot ; and the fix with their chief,

which remained on the quarter deck, immediately

fell on the Spaniards, who were intermingled with

them, and laid near forty of them at their feet.

Many of the officers, in the beginning of the tii.-

muk, pufhed into the great cabin, where they put

out the lights, and barricadoed the door : whilft of
the others, who had avoided the firft fury of the In-

dians, fome endeavoured to efcape along the gang-
ways into the forecaftle, where the Indians, placed

on purpofe, ftabbed the greateft part of them as they

attempted to pafs by ; or forced them off the gang-

S 2 ways
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ways into the waiic. Some threw themfelves volunta-

rily over the barricadocs into the wafte, and thought

themfelves fortunate to lie concealed amongft the

cattle; but the grcaieft pirt cfcaped up the main

Ihrouds. Though the Indians attacked only the

quarter deck, yet the watch in the forecaftle finding

their communication cut off, and being terrified by

thofe wlio, not being killed on the fpot, had ftrengih

fufficient to force their paflage, and not knowing ei-

ther who their enemies were, or what were their num-
bers, they likewife gave all over for loit, and in great

ccnfufion ran up into the rigging.

Thus thefe eleven Indians, with a refolution per-

haps without example, pofieficd themfelves almoft

in an inftant of ihe quarter-deck of a (hip mounting

fixty fix guns, and manned with near five hundred

hands; and continued in peaceable pofleflion of this

poft a confiderable time. For the officers in the great

cabin» amongft whom were Tizarro and Mindinuetta,

the crew between decks, and thofe wiio had efcaped

into the tops and rigging, were only anxious for their

own fafety; and were for a long time incapable of

forming any project for fupprefllng the infurredlion,

and recover n^j. the pofleflion of die (hip. It is true,

the yells of the Indians, the groans of the wounded,

and the confufed clamours of the crew, all heightened

by the obfcurity of the nighr, had at firft greatly mag-

nified their danger, and had filled them with the

imaginary terrors which darknefs, difurder, and an

ignorance of the real ftrength of an enemy never fail

to produce. For as the Spaniards were fenfible of the

dif.ifiedion of their preft hands, and were alfo con-

fcious of their barbarity to their prifoners, they ima-

gined the confplracy to be generiil, and confidered their

own deftrudion as infallible ; (o that, it is faid, fome

of them had once taken the refolution of leaping

into the fea.

However, when the Indians had entirely cleared

thp cjuartcr-deck, the tumult in a great mcafure fub-
•^

fidedi
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fidcd i for thofe who had efcaped were kppt filent by
their fears, and the Indians were incapable of pur-

fuing them to renew the diforder Orcllana, when
he law himfelf mafter of the quarter-deck, broke
open the arm-cheft, which, on a flight fufpicion of
mutiny, had been ordered there a few days before,

as to a place of the greateft fecurity. Here he took

it for granted, he ftiould find cutlafTes fufficient for

himfelf and his companions, in the ufe of which wea-

pon they were all extremely fliilfiil, and with thcfe,

it was imagined, they propofed to have forced the

great cabin : but on opening the cheft, there appeared

nothing but fire-arms, which to them were of no
life. There were indeed cutlafles in the cheft, but

they were hid by the fire-arms being laid over them.

This was a fenfible difappointment to them, ?id by
this time Pizarro and his companions in the great

cabin were capable of converfing aloud through the

cabin-windows and port- holes, with thofe in the gun-

room and between decks, and from hence they learnt

that the Englifti (whom they principally fufpefted)

were all fafe below, and had not intermeddled in this

mutiny: and by other particulars they at laft dif-

covered, that none were concerned in it but Orellana

and his people. On this Pizarro and theofiicers re-

folved to attack them on the quarter deck, before

any of the difcontented on board ftiould fo far reco-

ver their firft furprize, as to refleft on the facility

and certainty of feizing the ftiip by a jun(5lion. With
this view Pizarro got together what arms were in the

cabin, which were no other but piftols, and for thefe

they had neither powder nor ball. However, hav-

ing now fettled a correfpondence with the gun-room,
they lowered down a bucket out of the cabin-win-

dow, into which the gunner put a quantity of piftol-

cartridges. When they had thus procured ammu-
nition, and had loaded their piftols, they fet the ca-

bin door partly open, and fired feveral (hot amongft
iht Indians on the quarter-deck, though at firft with-

S 3 out
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out cfFed : but at laft Mindinuctta, whom wc have
often mentioned, had the fortune to fhoot Orellana

dead on the fpot j on which his faithful companions
abandoning all thoughts of further refiftance, inftantly

leaped into the fea, where every man perilhed.

Thus was this inrurre(flion quelled, after the quar-

tcr-deck had been full two hours in the power ot-'

this great and daring chief, and his gallant unhappy
countrymen.

Pizarro having efcaped this imminent peril, fleered

for Europe, and arrived fafe on the coaft of Gaili-

cia in the beginning of the year 1746, after having

been abfent between four and five years, and having,

by his attendance on our expedition, diminilhed the

naval power of Spain by above three thoufand hands,

and by. four confiderable fliips of war and a patache.

Whoever confiders the very large proportion, which

this fquadron bore to the whole navy of Spain, will

confefs, that, had our undertaking been attended

with no other advantages than that of ruining fo great

a part of the fea-force of fo dangerous an enemy,

this alone would be a fufficient equivalent for our

equipment, and an inconteftible proof of the fervice

which the nation has thence ret-ived. Having thus

concluded this fummary of Pizarro*s adventures, wi

fhaH now return again to the narration of our own
tranfad:ions.

On the third of November we weighed from Ma-
dera, after orders had been given to the captains to

rendezvous at St. Jago, one of the Cape de Verd

iflands, in cafe the fquadron was feparated. But

the next day, when we were got to fea, the com-

modore confidering that the feafon was far advanced,

and that touching at Jago would create a new delay,

he for this rcafon thought proper to alter his ren-

dezvous, and to appoint the ifland of St. Catharine's,

on the coaft of Brazil, to be the firft place to which

the (hips of the fquadron were to repair in cafe of

fepar«tion.

In
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In our pafTage to the ifland of St. Catharine's, wc
found the diredion of the trade-winds to differ con-

fiderably frpm what we had reafon to exped, boili

from the general hillories given of thcfe winds, and

the experience of former navigators. For though we
met with a north-eaft wind, about the latitude of
28° north, yet from the latitude of 25° to the lati-

tude of 1 8" north, the wind was never once to the

northward of the caft, but, on the contrary, almofl

conftantly to the fouthward of it. However* from
thence to the latitude of 6** 20' north, wt had it ufu-

ally to the northward of the eafl, though not en-

tirelyi it having for a fhort time changed to ead
fouth-eaft. From hence, to about 4° 46' norths

the weather was very unfettled ; fometimes the wind
was north-eail, then changed tofouth eafl, and fome-

times we had a dead calm, attended with fmall rain

and lightning. After this, the wind continued al-

mofl invariably between the fouth and eafl, to the

latitude of 7* 30' fouth 5 and then again, as invari*-

ably between the north and eafl, to the latitude of
15° 30 fouth i then eafl and fouth-eafl, to 21* 37'

fouth. But after this, even to the latitude of 27°

44 fouth, the wind was never once between the

fouth and the eafl, though we had it at times in all

the other quarters of the compafs. But this lafl cir-

cumflancc may be in fome meafure accounted for,

from our approach to the main continent of the Bra-

zils* I mention not thefe particulars with a view
of cavilling at the received accounts of thefe trade-

winds, which are in general fufHciently accurate : but

I thought it a matter worthy of public notice, that

fuch deviations from the eftablifhed rules do Ibme-
times take place, to guard navigators againfl fuch un-

expedled irregularities.

On the 1 7th of November, the commodore made
a fignal for the Ihips to bring to, and to take on
board their fhares of the brandy from the Induftry

Pink 5 and in this the long-boats of the fquadron

S 4 were
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were employed the three following days, when the

Pink being unloaded, fhe parted company with us,

being bound for Barbadoes, there to take in a freight

for England. Mod of the officers of the fquadron

took the opportunity of writing to their friends at

home by this fhip ; but fhe was afterward unhappily

taken by the Spaniards.

On the 20th of November, the captains of the

fquadron reprefented to the commodore, that their

(hips companies were very fickly, and that it was

their own opinion, as well as their furgeons, that it

would tend to the prefervation of the men to let in

more air between decks -, but that their (hips were fo

deep, they could not poffibly open their lower ports.

On this reprefentation, the commodore ordered fix

air-fcuttles to be cut in each Ihip, in fuch places where

they (hould lead weaken it.

And on this occafion I cannot but obferve, how
much it is the duty of all thofe, who either by office

or authority, have any influence in the direftion of

our naval affairs, to attend to this important article,

the prefervation of the lives and health of feamen.

If it could be fuppofed, that the motives of huma-

nity were infufficient for this purpofe, yet policy,

and a regard to the luccefs of o ir arms, and the in-

tereft and honour of each particular commander,
fhould naturally lead us to a careful and impartial

examination of every probable method, propofed for

maintaining a Ihip's crew in health and vigour.

We croifed the equinoftial with a fine frefli gale

at fouth-eaft on Friday the 28th of November, at

four in the morning, being then in the longitude of

27*^ 59' weft from London ; And on the 2d of De-

cember, in the morning, we faw a fail but could not

come up with her. We were much chagrined at the

cfcape of this velfel, as we then apprehended her to

be an advice-boat fent from Old Spain to Buenos

Ayres, with notice of our expedition ; but we hiwe

. fince

once to i
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fince karnt that it was our Eall India company's pac-

ket bound to St. Helena.

On the lothof December, being by our accounts

in the latitude of 20° fouth and 36° 30' longitude

weft from London, the Tryal fired a gun to denote

foundiigs. We immediately founded, and found

fixty fathom water, the bottom coarfe ground with

broken Ihells. The Tryal being a-head of us, had

at one time thirty-feven fathom, which afterwards in-

creaied to 90 : and then Ihe found no bottom, which
happened to us too at our fccond trial, though we
founded with a hundred and fifty fathom of line.

This is the Ihoal which is laid down in moft charts

by the name of the Abrollos -, and it appeared we
were upon the very edge of it •, perhaps farther in it

may be dangerous. We were then, by our different

accounts, from ninety to fixty leagues eaft of the

coaft of Brafil. The next day but one we Ipokc

with a Porcuguefe brigantine from Rio Janeiro,

bound to Bahia del todos Santos, who informed us

that we were thirty-four leagues from cape St.Thomas,
and forty leagues from Cape Frio ; which laft bore

from us weft fouth-weft. By our accounts we were

near eighty leagues from Cape Frio •, and though,

on the information of this brigantine, we altered our

courfe, and ftood more to the fouthward, yet by our

coming in with the land afterwards, we were fully

convinced that our reckoning was much corredbcr

than our Portuguefe intelligence. We found a con-

fiderable current fetting to the fouthward, after we
had palfed the latitufie of 16'' fouth: the fame
took place all along the coaft of Brafil, and even to

the fouthward of the river of Plate, it amounting
fometimes to thirty miles in twenty-four hours, and
once to above forty miles. ......:. »1

If this current is occafioned (as it is moft pro-

bable) by the running otf of the water, accumulated

on the coaft of Brafil, by the conftant fweeping of

the eaftern trade-wind, over the Ethiopic ocean, then

. . it
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it is moft natural to fuppofe, that its general cbiiffc

is determined by the bearings of the adjacent (here.

Perhaps too, in almoft every other inllance of cur«

rents, the fame may hold true, as I believe no eji-

amples occur of confiderable cui^rents being obferved

at any great diftance from land. If this then could

be eftablilhed as a general principle, it would be al-

ways eafy to correct the reckoning by the obferved

latitude.

We now began to grow impatient for a fight of

land, both for the recovery of our fick, and for the

refrefhment and fecurity of thofe who as yet conti-

nued healthy. When we departed from St. Helen's,

we were in fo good a condition, that we loft but two
men on board the Centurion, in our long paflage to

Madeira But in this prefent run between Madeira

and St. Catharine's we were remarkably fickly. The
diforders, in generi^l, were fuch as are common to

the hot climates, and what moft fhips bound to the

fouthward experience, in a greater or lels degree.

Thefe are thofe kind of fevers, which' th.y ufually

call calentures : a difeafe, which was not only terrible

in its firft inllance, but even the remains of it often

proved fatal to thofe who confidered themfelves as re-

covered from it. For it always left them in a very

weak and helplefs condition, and ufually afflifted

either with fluxes or tenefmufes. By our continuance

at Tea, all thefe complaints were every day increafmg,

fo that it was with great joy we difcovercd the coalt

of Brafil on the 1 6th of December, at feven in the

morning
The coaft of Brafil appeared high and mountain-

ous land, extending from weft to weft fouth-weft,

and when we firft faw it. it was about feventcen

leagues diftant. At noon we perceived a low double

land, bearing weft fouth weft, about ten leagues dii-

• For an account of Brafil, fee NieuhofF's Voyage to Brafil, in

tht- preceding pan of this work,

6 tant,
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tant, which wc took to be the ifland of St. Catha-*

rine*s. That afternoon and the next morning, the

wind being north north-weft, we gained very little

to windward, and were apprehenfive of being driven

to the leeward of the ifland ; but a little before noon,

the next day, the wind came about to the fouthward,

and enabled us to fteer in between the north point of
St. Catharine's, and the neighbouring illand of Alvo-

redo As we ftood in for the land, we had regular

foundings, gradually decreafing, from thirty-fix to

twelve fathom, all muddy ground. In this laft depth

of water we let go our anchor at five o'clock in the

evening of the 18th, the north-weit point of the

ifland of St. Catharine's bearinnr fouth Ibuth-weft,

diflaiit three miles ; and the ifland of Alvoredo north

north-eaft, diftant two leagues. Here we found the

tide to fet fouth Ibuth-eafb, and north north-weft, ac

the rate of two knots, the tide of flood coming from

the fouthward. We could, from our fhips, obferve

two fortifications at a confiderable diftanee wichin

us, whrch feemed defigned to prevent the pafTage of
an enemy between the iflaiid of St. Catharine's and
the main. And we could ibon perceive that our
fquadron had alarmed the coall, for we law the two
forts hoift their colours, and fire feveral guns, which

we fuppoled were fignals for alfcmbling the inhabi-

tants. To prevent any confufion, the commodore
immediately fent a boat with an officer on fhore, to

compliment the governor, and to defire a pilot to

carry us into the road. The governor returned a

very civil anfwer, and ordered us a pilot. On the

morning of the 20th, we weighed and ftood in, and
toward noon the pilot came on board us, who, the

lame afternoon, brought us to an anchor in five fa-

thom and an half, in a large commodious bay on
the continent fide, called by the French Bon Port.

In ftanding from our laft anchorage to this place, we
every where found an ouzy bottom, with a depth

tf water firft regularly dccreafmg to five fathom,

aiid
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and then increafing to fcven, after which we had
fix and five fathom ahernately. The next mornincr

we weighed again with the fquadron, in order to

run above the two fortifications we have mentioned,

which are called the caftles of Santa Cruiz and St.

Juan. Our foundings now between the ifland and

the main were four, five, and fix fathom, with mud-
dy ground. As we pafled by the callle of Santa

Cruiz we faluted it with eleven guns, and were an-

fwered by an equal number; and at one in the after-

noon, the fquadron came to an anchor in five fathom

and a half, the governor's ifland bearing north north-

weft, St. Juan's caftle north-eaft 4- eaft:, and the

ifland of St. Antonio Ibuth. In this pofition we
moored at the ifland of St. Catharine's on Sunday the

2ift of December, the whole fquadron being, as al-

ready mentioned, fickly, and in great want of re-

freftiments : both which inconveniencies we hoped

to have foon removed at this fettlement, celebrated by

former navigators for its healthinefs, and the plenty

of its provifions -, as well as for the freedom, indul-

gence, and friendly afliftance there given to the fliips

of all European nations, in amity with the crown

of Portugal.

Our firll care, after having moored our fliips, was

to get our fick men on fliore, preparatory to which,

each (h\p was ordered by the commodore to erecft

two tents : one of them for the receptioii of the dif-

cafed, and the other for the accommodation of the

furgeon and his aOiftants. We fent about eighty

fick from the Centurion •, and the other fliips, 1 be-

lieve, fent nearly as many, in proportion to the num-

ber of their hands. As foon as we had performed

this necefliary duty, we fcraped our decks, and gave

our fliip a tliorough cleanfing •, then fmoked it be-

tween decks, and after all waflicd every part well

•with vinegar. Thefe operations were extremely ne-

ceflfary, for correcting the noifomc ftencli on board,

and fox deitroying the vermin.
Our
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Our next employment was wooding and watering

our fquadron, caulking our ihips fides and decks,

overhauling our rigging, and fecuring our mafts

againft the tempeftuous weather we were, in all pro-

bability, to meet with in our paflage round Cape
Horn, in fo advanced and inconvenient a feafon. But
before thefe tranfadions are entered upon, it will

not be improper to give fome account of this ifland

of St. Catharine's, and of the neighbouring country ;

both as the circumftances of this place are now great-

ly changed from what they were in the time of for-

mer writers, and as thefe changes laid us under many
more difficulties and perplexities than we had reafon

to expedl.

This ifland is efteemed by the natives to be no
where above two leagues in breadth, though about
nine in length : it lies in 49*^ 45' of weft longitude

of London, and extends from the fouth latitude of
27° ^5\ to that of 28°. Although it be of a confi-

derable height, yet it is fcarce difcerniblc at the dis-

tance of ten leajgues, being then obfcured un.ier tlie

continent of Brafil, whofe mountains are exceeding'

high : but on a nearer approach it is eafy to be diftin-

guifned, and may be readily known by a number of
Imall iflands, lying at each end, and Scattered along

the eaft fide of it.

The north entrance of the harbour is in breadth

about five miles -, the diftance from thence to the

ifland of St. Antonio is eight miles, and the courfe

from the entrance of St. Antonio is fouth fouth-weft

4- well. About the middle of the ifland the harbour
is contraded by two points of land to a narrow chan-
nel, no mor^ than a quarter of a mile broad ; and to

defend this paflfage, a battery was eredling on the

point of land on the ifland fide. But this feems to

be a very ulelefs work, as the channel has no more
than two fathom water, and confequently is na^'i-

gable only for barks and boats, and therefore feems

to be a palTage that an enemy could have no induce-

ment

t Ijl
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rncnt to attempt, efpccially as the common pafTage

5it the north end of the ifland is fo broad and fate,

that no fqiiadron can be prevented from coming in

by any of their fortifications, when the fea-breeze is

made. Befides the battery mentioned above, there

are three other forts carrying on for the defence of

the harbour, none of which are yet completed. The
firft of thcfe, called St. Juan, is built on a point of

St. Catharine-8 near Parrot ifiand ; the fecond, in

form of a half-moon, is on the ifland of St. Anto-

nio -, and the third, which feems to be the chief, and

has fome appearance of a regular fortification, is on

an ifland near the continent, where the governor re-

fides.

; I'he foil of the idand is truly luxuriant •, and the

ground is covered over with one continued foreft of

trees, of perpetual verdure ; which, from the ex-

uberance of the foil, are fo entangled with briars,

thorns, and underwood, as to form a thicket ablb-

]uti:ly impenetrable, except by fome narrow path-

ways, which the inhabitants ha\/e made for their own
convenience. Thele, with a f^'W fpots cleared for

plantations along the (hore, facing the continent, are

the only uncovered parts of the ifland. The wood?

are extremely fragrant, from the many aromatic

trees and Ihrubs w ith which thev abound ; and the

fruits and veojetables of all clima^t s thrive here, al-

moft without culture, and are to be procured in '^reat

plenty. I'he flefli provifions arc however much in-

ferior to the vegetables : there are indeed fmall wild

rattle to be purch^/ed, fcniewhat like bunaloes, but

thefe are very indifferent food, their flei'^i being of

a loofe cori^xture, and generally of a ciiaoreeable

flavour, wl ch is probriSJ' owing to the wild cala-

bafli on wh' 'h they fee J.

The x^-atcr both on the ifland and on the oppofite

continent is /rellent, and prolerves at fea as well as

that of the 'I hames ; for after it has been in the caflv

a day or two, it begins to purge itfelf, and is foon

^Qveiea
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tovercd over with a green fcum, which, in a few

days, fubfides to the bottom, and leaves the water

as clear as cryftal, and perfedly fweet. The French

(who during their South Sea trade in queen Anne's

reign, firft brought this place into repute) ufually

wooded and watered in Bon Port, on the continent

fide, where they anchored with great fafety in fix

fathom water ; and this is doubtlefs the moft com-
modious road for fuch fhips as intend to make only

a fhort ftay. But we watered on the St. Catharine's

fide, at a plantation oppofite to the ifland of St. An-
tonio.

Thefe are the advantages of this ifland of St. Ca-

tharine's ; but there are many inconveniencies attend-

ing it, partly from its climate, but mere from its new
regulations, and the late form of government efta-

blilhed there. With regard to the climate, it muft be

remembered, that the woods and hills which furround

the harbour, prevent a free circulation of the air :

and the vigorous vegetation which conftantly takes

place there, furniflies fuch a prodigious quantity of

vapour, that all the night, and a great part of the

morning, a thick fog covers the whole country, and
continues till either the fun gathers flrength to difli-

pate it, or it is difperfed by a brifk fea-breeze. This
renders the place clofe and humid, and probably

occafioned the many fevers and fluxes we were there

af^lc^^jd with. To thefe exceptions muft be added,

that all the day we were peftered with great numbers
of mufcatos, which are not much unlike the gnats in

England, but more venomous in their ftings. And
at ^jn-fet, when the mufcatos retired, they were fuc-

ceeded by an infinity of fand-flies, which, though
fcarce difcernible to the naked eye, make a mighty
buzzing, and wherever they bite, raife a fmall bump
in the flefli, which is foon attended with a painful

itchiiig. But as the only light in which this place

deferves our confideration, is its favourable fituation

for fupplying and refrefliing our cruizers iniendtd

for
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the South Seas : in this view its grcateft incon-

liencies remain ilM to be related. ',
.

for

veniencies

In the time of Frezier and Shelvocke, this place

ferved only as a retreat to vagabonds and outlaws

who fled thither from all parts of Br .nl. They did

indeed acknowledge a fubje(5lion to the crown of Por-

tugal, and had a perfon among them whom they cal-

led their captain, who was confidered in lome fort as

their governor : but both their allegiance to their

king, and their obedience to their captain, fcemed to

be little more than verbal. In this fituation they were

extremely hofpitable and friendly to fuch foreign

fhips as came amongft them. For thefe Ihips want-

ing only provifions, of which the natives had great

ftore i and the natives wanting cioaths, (for they of-

ten defpifed money, and refilled to take it) which

the fhips furnilhed them with in exchange for their

provifions ; both fides found their account in this

trafHck i and their captain or governor had neither

power nor intereft to reftrain it or to tax it. But of

late, for reafons which iliall be hereafter mentioned,

thefe honeft vagabonds have been obliged to receive

amongft them a new colony, and to fubmit to new
laws and new forms of government. Inftead of their

former ragged bare-legged captain, whom however

they took care to keep innocent, they have now the

honour to be governed by Don Jofe Sylva de Paz,

a brigadier of the armies of Portugal; whofe behavi-

our cannot but be extremely embarraflTing tofuch Bri-

tifli (hips as touch there in their way to the South

Seas. For one of his practices was placing centi-

nels at all the avenues, to prevent the people from

felling us any refrefhments, except ut fuch exorbitant

rates as we could not afford to give. His pretence

for this extraordinary ftretch of power was, that he

was obliged to prefervc their provifions for upwards

of an hundred families, which they daily exped:ed to

reinforce their colony. However, this, though fuffi-

cicntly provoking, was far from being the moft ex-

ceptionable
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ceptionable part of his condud. For by the neigh-

bourhood of the river Plate, a confiderable fmug-
gling traffic is carried on between the Portugucfe and
the Spaniards, efpecially in the exchanging gold for

filver, by which both princes are defrauded of their

fifths ; and in this prohibited commerce Don Jofe was

fo deeply engaged, that in order to ingratiate himfelf

with his Spanilh correfpondents (for no other reafon

can be given for his procedure) he treacheroufly dif-

patched an cxprefs to Buenos Ayres in the river of

Plate, where Pizarro then lay, with an account of

our arrival, the ftrength of our fquadron^ and every

circumftance which he could fuppofe our enemy de-

firous of being acquainted with. And the fame per-

fidy every Britifh cruizer may expeft who touches

at St. Catharine's, while it is under the government

of Don Jofe Sylva de Paz.

The governor of Rio Grande aflured us, that in

the neighbourhood of this iQand there were confider-

able rivers, which were found to be extremely rich,

and which was the reafon that a garrifon, a military

governor, and a new colony was fettled there. And as

the harbour at this ifland is by much the fee ureft

and the moft capacious of any on the coaft, it is not

improbable, if the riches of the neighbourhood an-

fwer their expectation, that it may become in time

the principal fettlement in Brafil, and the moft con-

fiderable port in all South America.

When we firft arrived at St. Catharine's, we were

employed in refrelhing our fick on fhore, in wooding
and watering the fquadron, cleanfing our Ihips, and
examining and fecuring our mafts and rigging, as

has been already obferved. At the fame time Mr.
Anfon gave diredions, that the fhips companies (hould

be fupplied with frelh meat, and that they fhould be

viftualled with whole allowance of all the kinds of

provifions. In confequence of thefe orders, we had
frefh beef fent on board us continually for Our daily

expence j and what was wanting to make up our al-

Vol. III. T lowance.
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lowance, we received from our vKfluallcr the Anna
Pink, in order to prel'erve the provifions on board

our rquadroii entire for our future fervice. The fca-

fon of the year growing each day lefs favourable for

our pafllige round Cape Horn, Mr. Anfpn was very

defirous of leaving this place as foon as poflible ; and

we were at firft in hopes that our whole bufinefs would

be done, and we Ihould be in a rtadinefs to fail in

about a fortnight from our arrival : but on examin-

ing the Tryal's mafts, we, to our no fmall vexation,

found inevitable employment for twice that time.

For, on a furvey, it was found that the main-mail

wa? fprung at the upper woulding, though it was

thought capable of being fecured by a couple of

fiflies -, but the foremaft was reported to be unfit for

fervice, and thereupon the carpenters were fent into

the woods, to endeavour to find a ftick proper for

a foremail. But after a fearch of four days, they

returned without having been -able to meet with

any tree fit for the purpofe. This obliged them to

come to a fecond contliltation about the old foremaft,

when it was agreed to endeavour tofecure it by cafmg

it with three fifhes : and in this work the carpenters

were employed, till within a day or two of our fail-

ing. In the mean time, the commodore thinking it

neccfiary to have a clean vefl'el on our arrival in the

South Seas, ordered the Tryal to be hove down, as

this wouk^ not occafion any lofs of time, but might

be compleated while the carpenters were refitting her

mafts, which was done on fhore.

On the 27th of December we difcovered a fail in

the offing, and not knowing but fhe might be a Spa-

niard, the eighteen oared boat was manned and armed,

and fent under the command of our fecond lieute-

nant, to examine her, before fhe arrived within the

prote6lion of the forts. She proved to be a Portu-

guefe brigan'ine from Rio Grande. And though our

officer, as it appeared on inquiry, had behaved with

the utmoil civility to the matter, and had reflifed to

accept

as mentioi
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accept a calf, which the mailer would have forced on

him as a prcfent i yet the governor took great of-

fence at our fending our boat, and talked of it as a

violation of the peace fubfifting b; twcen the crowns

of Great Britain and Portugal. We at firll imputed

this ridiculous bluftering to no deeper a caufc than

Don Jofe*s infolence ; but as we found he proceeded

fo far as to charge our officer with behaving rudely,

and opening letters, and particularly with an attempt

to take out of the vefTcl, by violence, the very calf

which we knev(r he had rcfufcd to receive as a prcfent -,

we had hence reafon to fufpe(5l, that he purpofely

fought this quarrel, and had more important motives

for engaging in it, than the mere captious bias of

his temper. What thefe motives were, it was not fo

eafy for us to determine at that time j but as we af-

terward found by letters, which fell into our hands

in the South Seas, that he had difpatched an exprefs

to Buenos Ayres, where Pizarro then lay, with an

account of our fquadron's arrival at St. Catharine's,

as mentioned before; we thence conjedlured that

Don Jofe had raifcd this groundlefs clamour, only

to prevent our vifiting the brigantine when fhe Ihoukl

put to fea again, left we might there find proofs of

his periidious behaviour.

It was near a month before the Tryal was refitted ;

for not only her lower malts were defed:ive, as hath

been already mentioned, but her main top-mail and

fore-yard were likewife decayed and rotten. While
this work was carrying on, the other fhips of the

fquadron fixed new ftanding rigging, and fet up a

fufficient number of preventer fhrouds to each maft,

to fecure them in the moft effcdual manner. And
in order to render the fliips ftifFer, to enable them to

carry more fail aboard, and to prevent their drain-

ing their upper works in hard gales of wind, each cap-

tain had orders given him, to flrike down fome of

their gyeat guns into the hold. Thefe precautions

being complied with, and each fiiip having taken in

T 2 as
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as much wood and water as there was room for, the

Tryal was at laft compleated, and the whole fqua^

dron was ready for the fea : on which the tents on

fhore were ftruck, and all the fick were received on

board. . And here we had a melancholy proof how
much the hcalthincfs of this place had been over-rated

by former writers ; for we found, that though the

Centurion alone had buried no lefs than twenty-

eight men fince our arrival, yet the number of her

fick was in the fame interval increafed from eighty

to ninety-fix. "When our crews were embarked, and

every thing was prepared for our departure, the com-

modore made a fignal for all captains, and delivered

them their orders, containing the fuccefllve places of

rendezvous from hence to the coaft of China. And
then, on the next day, being the i8th day of Jar m-

ary, the fignal was made for weighing, and the

fquadrort put to fea, leaving without regret this ifland

of St. Catharine's ; where we had been (o extremely-

difappointed in our refrefhments, in our accommo*
dations, and in the humane and friendly offices which

we had been taught to expeft in a place, fo much
celebrated for its hofpitality, freedom, and conveni-

cncy.

In leaving St. Catharine's, we left the laft ami-

cable port we propofed to touch at, and were now
proceeding to an hoftile, or at beft, i defatt and in-

hofpitable coaft. And as were to expe<5l: a more boif-

terous climate to the fouthward than any we had yet

experienced, not only our danger of fepardtion would

by this means be much greater than it had been hi-

therto, but other accidents of a more rtiifchievous na-

ture were likewife to be apprehended, and^ as much
as poflible, to be provided againft. Mr. Anfoh,

therefore, ill appointing the various ftdtions at which

the ftiips of the fquadron were to rendezvous, had

confidered, that it was poftible his own ftiip ntiight

be difabled from getting round Cape Horn, or might

be loft i and had given proper direction, that even

in

. /
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in that cafe the expedition fhould not be abandoned.

The orders delivered to the captains, the day before

wc failed from St. Catharine's, were, that in cafe of
reparation, which they were with the utmoft care to

endeavour to avoid, the firft place of rendezvous

Ihould be the bay of port St. Julian •, defcribing the

place from fir John Narborough's account of.it:

there they were to fupply themfelves with as much
fait as they could take in, both for their own ufe, and

for the ufe of the fquadron -, and if, after a ftay of
ten days, they were not joined by the commodore,
they were then to proceed through Straits le Maire
round Cape Horn, into the South Seas, where the

next place of rendezvous was to be the ifland of Nof-

tra Senpra del Socoro, in the latitude of 45** fouth,

and longitude from the Lizard "ji^ 12' wert. They
were to bring this ifland to bear eaft north-eaft:, and
to cruize from five to twelve leagues diftance from
it, as long as their flore of wood and water would
permit, both which they were to expend with the

Wtmoft frugality. And when they were under an
abfolute neceflity of a frefh fupply, they were to ftand

in, and endeavour to find out an anchoring-place

;

and in cafe they could not, and the weather made it

dangerous to fupply their fiiips by Handing off and
on, they were then to make the beft of their way to

the ifland of Juan Fernandes, in the latitude of 33**

37' fouth. At this ifland, as foon as they had re^

cruited their wood and water, they were to continue

cruifing oflf the anchoring-place for fifty- fix days •, in

which time, if they were not joined by the commo-
dore, they might conclude that fome accident had
befallen him, and they were forthwith to put them-

felves under the command of the fenior officer, who
was to ufe his utmofl: endeavours to annoy the ene-

my both by fea and land. With thefe views their

new commodore was to continue in thofe feas as long

^ his provifions lafted, or as long as they were re-

cruited by what he fliould take from the enemy, re?

T 3. . fcrvinj
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ferving only a fufficient quantity to carry him and the

fT)ips under his conlmand to Macao, at the entrance

of the river of Canton on the coaft of China, where,

having fnpplied himfelf with a new ftock of pro-

vifions, he was thence, without delay, to make tly;

beft of his way to England. And as it was found

impofTible as yet to unload our vidualler the An-
na Pink, the commodore gave the mafter of her

the fame rendezvous, ami the iame orders to put

himfelf under the command of the fame fenior

officer.

Under thefe orders the fquadron failed from St.

Catharine's on Sunday the i8th of January, as

hath been already mentioned. The next day we had

very fqually weather, attended with rain, lightning, and

thunder; but it foon became fair again, with light

breezes, and continued thus till Wednefday evening,

when it blew frelh' again j and increafing all night, by

eight the next mornihg it became a moft violent

ftorm, and we had With it fo thick a fog, that it was

impoflibk to fee at the diftance of two ftiips length,

fo that the whole fquadroh difappeared. On this

A fignal was made, by firing guns, to bring to

with the larboard tacki^, the wind being then due

efift. Wc ourfelves immediately handed the top-

fails, bunted the main-fail^ and ky to under a reef-

ed mizen till noon, when the fog difperfed, and

^ foon difcoveted all the (hips of the fquadron,

c^ept tlie Pearl, who did not join las till near a

toonth afterward. Indeed the Tryal (loop was a

great way to leeward, having loft her main mail

xn the fquall, and having been obliged, for fear

6f bilging, to cut away the mft. Wc therefore

bore down with the fquadion to her relief, and

the Gloucefter was ordered to take her in tow,

for tlvc foul weather did not entirely ^bate till the day

after, and even then a great fwell continued from
the eaftward, in confequence of the preceding

After
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After this gccident we ftoqd to the fouthward with

little interruption. And here we experienced the fame
letting of the civrcnt, which ^ye had obfcrved before

our arrival at St. Catharine's ; .that |$, we generally

found ourfcives to the fouthward of our reckoning,

by ajbout twenty miles each day. This deviation^

with a little inequality, lafted till wc had paffed the

ladtude of the river of Plate-, and even then we dif-

cav^red that thp fam^ current, however difficult to

be accounted for, did yet undoubtedly take pla^e;

for we were not i^tisfied in deducing it from tl)^ error

in our reckoning, but we ^ftyally tried it more thart

once, when a calm fnade it pra<^icable.

As ft>on as wq had paffed the latitude of the river

of Plate, we had foundings which continued all along

;he coaft of Patagonia. Thefe foundings, w^en well

afcerfained, being of great life in determining the

po^tioa of the ihip, and we having tried them morii

frequently, and in greater depths, and with more at^

teiytiqrij than Tbejieve hath been donp before us 5 I
(hall recipe our obfervations as fuccin<^ly as I can. la

the latitude of 3,6° : si* we had fixty fathom of wa*

ter, with a bottom pf fine black and grey fand •, from
thence, to 39* : S5\ we varied our depths from fifty

to eighty fathopi, taough we had conftantly the fimc

bottom as before j between the laft mentioned lati-

tude, a^d 43° : i(t\ we had only fine grey fand,

jvith the fan^ wiation of depths, except that wc
pnce or twicp leflened our water to forty fathom. Af^

ter this, we continued in forty fathom for abouc half

degree, having a bottom of coarfe fand and broken

fliells, at which time we were in fight of land, and

not above feven leagues from it, As we edged from
the land, we met with variety of ib^indings ; firft

Jbjapk fand, then muddy, and foon after rou^
ground with ftones y but when we had encreafed our

water to forty-eight fathom, we had a muddy bottom
to the latitude of46** : jq'. Hence drawing toward

jfae fhore, wc had firft thirty fix fathom, and ftill

T4 kept
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kept flioaling our water, till at length we came into

twelve fathom, having conftantly fmall ftones and
pebbles at the bottom. Part of this time we had a

view of Cape Blanco, which lies in about the lati-

tude of 47° : lo', and longitude weft from London
69**. This is the moft remarkable land upon the

coaft. Steering from hence fouth by eaft nearly, we,

in a run of about thirty leagues, deepened our water

to fifty fathom, without once altering the bottom;

and then drawing toward the fliore with a fouth weft

courfe, varying rather to the weftward, we had con-

ilantly a fandy bottom, till our coming into thirty

fathom, where we had again a fight of land, diftant

from lis about eight leagues, lying in the latitude of

48** : 31'. We made this land on the 17th of Fe-

bruary, and at five that afternoon we came to an

. anchor, having the fame foundings as before^ in the

latitude of 48° ; ^S\ the fouthermoft land then iri

view bearing fouth fouth weft, the northermoft north

one half eaft, a fmall ifland north weft, and the

weftermoft hummock weft fouth weft. In this ftation

we found the tide to fet fouth by weft •, and weigh-

ing again at five the next morning, we, an hour

afterward, difcovered a fail, upon which the|Severn

and Gloucefter were both directed to give chacej

but we foon perceived it to be the Pearl, which Cepa-

rated from us a few days after we left St. Catha-

rine's, and on this we made a fignal for the Severn to

rejoin the fquadron, leaving the Gloucefter alone in

the purfuit. And now we were furprifed to fee, that

on the Gloucefter's approach, the people on board

the Pearl encreafed their fail, and ftood from her.

However, the Gloucefter came up with them, .but

found them with their hammocks in their nettings^

and every thing ready for an engagement. At two

in the afternoon the Pearljoined us, and running up

Aindcr our ftern, lieutenant Salt haled the commodore,
'and acquainted him, that captain Kidd died on the

jift of January. H^likewifc informed us, that he

. .
• - . : hac|5 • '
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had feen five large fhips the loth inftant, which he,

for fome time, imagined to be our fquadron : fo that

he fufFered the commanding Ihip, which wore a red

broad pendant, exaftly refembling that of the com-
modore, at the main top-maft head, to come within

fhot of him before he difcovered his miftake •, but

then finding it not to be the Centurion, he haled clofe

upon the wind, and crouded from them with all his

fail, and (landing crofs a ripling, where they hefitat-

cd to follow him, he happily efcaped. He made
them to be five Spanifli men of war, one of them
exceedingly like the Gloucefter, which was the occa-

fion of his apprehenfions when the Gloucefter chaced

him. By their appearance he thought they confifted

of two fhips of feventy guns, two of fifty, and one
of forty guns. It feems the whole fquadron conti-

nued in chace of him all that day, but at night,

finding they could not get near him, they gave

over the chace, and directed their courfe to the fouth-

ward.

Had it not been for the necefTity we were under of

refitting theTryal, this piece ofintelligence would have
prevented our making any ftay at St. Julian's j but
iis it was impoflible for that floop to proceed round
"the cape in her prefent condition, fome ftay there was
inevitable -, and therefore the fame evening we came
to an anchor again in twenty-five fathom water, the

bottom a mixture of mud and fand, and the high

huriiniock bearing foiith weft: by weft. And weigh-

ing at nine in the morning, we fent the two cutters

belonging to the Centurion and Severn in ftiore, to

difcover the harbour of St. Juliah, while the (hips

kept ftanding along the coaft, about the diftance of a
league from the land.* At fix o'clock we anchored in

the bay of St. Julian, in nineteen fathom, the bot-

tom muddy ^refund with fand, the noithermoft land

in fight bearmg north and by eaft, the fouthermoft

fouth one half eaft j and the high hummock, to which

Sir John Narborough formerly gave the name of
' '

'
'
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Wood's-Mount, weft fouth weft. Soon after the

cutter returned on board, having difcovered the har-

jjour, which did not appear to us in our fituation, the

northermoft point ftiutting in upon the fouthcrmoft,

and in appearance clofing the entrance. .-

. Being omt o an anchor in this bay of St. Julian,

principally with a view of refitting the Tryal, the

carpenters were immediately employed in that bufi-

nefs, and continued fo during our whole ftay at the

place. The Tryal's main-maft having been carried

away about twelve feet below the cap, they contrived

to make the remaining part of ^he maft ferve again,

and the Wager was ordered to fupply her with a ipare

main top-maft, which the carpenters converted into

a new fore-maft. And I cannot help pbferving, that

this accident to the Tryal's maft, which gave us fo

much uneafinefs at that time, on aqcQunt of the de-

lay it occafioned, was, \n all probability, the means

of prefcrving the floop, and all her crew. For be-

fore this, her mafts, how well foever proportioned

to a better climate, were much too lofiy for thefe

high fouthern latitudes : fo that, had they weathered

the preceding ftorm, it would have been impoflibfe

for them to nave ftood againft thofe Teas and tempefts

we afterward encountered in pafling round Cape

Horn.
WJiilft we ftaid at this place, tlie commodore ap-

pointed the honourable captain Murray to fucceed to

the Pearl, and captain Cheap to the Wagier ; and he

promoted Mr. Charles Saunders, his firft lieutenant,

jCQ the command of the Tryal. But captain Saunders

lying dangeroufly ill of a fever on board the Centu-

rion, and U being the opinion of the furgeons, that

tjbe removing him on board his own fhip, in his pre-

sent condition, might tend to the hazard of his life,

Mr. Anfon gave an order to Mr. Saumarez, lirft lieu-

tenant of the Centurion, to a(^ as mafter and com-

mander of the Tryal, during the illnefs of captain

Saunders. ., - ,» >*.,

.....
' '' Here
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Here the commcdare too, in order to cafe the

expedition of all unaeceffary expences, held a farther

confultation with his captains about unloading an4
difciiarging the Anna Pink j but they reprcfented to

him, that they were fo far from being in a conditioa

of taking any part of her loading on board, that

they had ftill great quantities of provifions in the

way of their guns between decks, and that their

fliips were withal fo very deep, that they were not

fit for adtion without being cleared. This put the

commodore under a neccflity of retaining the Fink in

thcfcrvice: and, as it was apprehended we ftiould

certainly meet with the Spanim fquadron, in pafling

the cape, Mr. Anfon thought it advifeable to give

orders to the captains, to put all their provifions,

which were in the way of their guns, on board the

Anna Pink, and to remount fuch of their guns as

had formerly, for the eafe of their (hips, been order*-,

cd into the hold. '
"

This bay of St. Julian, where we are now at an-

chor, being a convenient rendezvous, in cafe of fe*-

paration, for all cruizers bound to the fouthward,

and the^whole coaft of Patagonia, from the river of
Plate to the Straits of Magellan, lying nearly paral-

lel to their ufual route, a fhort account of the frngu*

larity of this country, with a particular defcription of
Port St. Julian, may perhaps be neither unacceptable

to the curious, nor unworthy the attention of future

navigators; as fome of them, by unforefe? 1 acci-

dents, may be obliged to run in with the land^ and
to make fome (lay on this coaft; in which cafe the

knowledge of the country, its produce, and inhabi-

tants, pannot fou^ be of the utmoil confequence to

them.

To begin then with the trad of country ufually

%lcd Patagonia. This is the name often given to

the fouthermoft part of South America, which is

unpofleflied by the Spaniards, extending from their

fettlements to the Straits of Magellan. This coun-

..

"
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try, on the caft fide, is extremely remarkable for a

peculiarity not to be parallelled in any other known
part of the globe: for, though the whole territory

to the northward of the river of Plate is full of wood,

and ftored with immenfe quantities of large timber

trees i yet, to the fouthward of the river, no trees of

any kind are to be met with, except a few peach-

trees, firft planted and cultivated by the Spaniards,

in the neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres : fo that on the

whole ealtcrn coaft of Patagonia, extending near four

hundred leagues in length, and reaching as far back

as any difcoveries have yet been made, no other

wood has been found than a few infignificant Ihrubs.

Sir John Narborough in particular, who was fentout,

by king Charles the fecond^ exprefsly to examine this

country, and the Straits of Magellan, and who, in

purfuance of his orders, wintered upon this coa 1, ia

Port St. Julian and Port i>e fire, in the year 1670,

tells us, that he never faw a ftick of wood in the

country large enough to make the handle of an

hatchet. ' _- ...
^ But though the country be lb deftitute of wood, it

abounds with pafture. For the land appears in ge-

neral to be made up of downs of a light dry gravelly

foil, and produces great quantities of long coarle

grafs, which grows in turfs, interfperfed with large

barren fpots of gravel between them. This grafs, in

many places, feeds immen e herds of cattle : for the

Spaniards at Buenos Ayres, having, foon after their

firft lettling there, brought over a few black cattle

from Europe, they have thriven prodigioufly by the

plenty of herbage which they every where met, and

are now encreafed to that degree, and are extended

fo far into different parts of Patagonia, that they are

not confidered as private property •, but many thou-

fands at a time arc (laughtered every year by the hun-

ters, only for their hides and tallow. The manner

of killing thefe cattle, being a pradlice peculiar to

that part of the world, merits a more circumftantial

J defcription,
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dcfcription. The huntti s employed on this occafion

being all of them mounted on horleback, (and both

the Spaniards and Indians in that part of the world

are ufually mod excellent horfemen) they arm them-
fclves with a kind of a fpear, which, at its end, inftead

of a blade, pointed in the ufual manner, has its blade

fixed a-crofs : with this inftrument they ride at a beaft

and furround him, when the hunter that comes behind

him ham-ftrings him. And as after this operation the

beaft foon tumbles, without being able to raife himfelf

again, they leave him on the ground, and purfue others,

whom they fenre in the fame nAanner. Sometimes
there is a fecond party, who attend the hunters, to

ikin the cattle as they fall : but it is faid, that at

other times the hunters chufe to let them languifh in

torment till the next day, from an opinion that the

anguifti, which the animal in the mean time endures,

may burft the lymphatics, and thereby facilitate the

feparation of the fkin from the carcafe. And though

their ptiefts have loudly condemned this moft barba-

rous pradlice, and have gone fo far, if my memory
does not fail me, as to excommunicate thofe who fol-

low it; yet all their efforts to put an entire ftop to it

have hitherto proved inefFeftual.

Befide the number of cattle, which are every year

(laughtered for their hides and tallow, in the manner
already defcribed, it is often neceflary, for the ufes

of agriculture, and for other purpofes, to take them
alive, without wounding them : this is performed

with a moft wonderful and almoft incredible dexte-

rity, and principally by the ufe of a machine, which

the Engliih, who have refided at Buenos Ayres, ge-

nerally denominate a lafh. It is made of a thong of

fcveral fathoms in length, and very ftrong, with a

running noole at one end of it: this the hunters (who
in this cafe are alfo mounted on horfeback) take in

their right hands, it being firft properly coiled up,

and haying its end oppofite to the noofe faftened to

thefaddles and thus prepared they ride at a herd of

cattle.
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cattle. When they arrive within a certain diftance of

a beaft, they throw their thong at him with fuch ex-

aftnefs, that they never fail offixing the noofe about
his horns. The beaft, when he finds himfelf entan-

gled, generally runs ; but the horfc, being fwifter,

attends him, and prevents the thong from being too

much drained, till a fecond hunter, who follows the

game, throws another noofe about one of its hind

legs ; and this being done, both horfes (for they are

trained to this practice) inftantly turn different ways,

in order toftrain the two thongs in contrary direc-

tions, <m which the beaft, by their oppofite pulls, is

prefently overthrown, and then the hoiies ftop, keep-

ing the thongs ftill upon the ftrctch. Being thus

on the ground, and incapable of refiftance, (for he is

extended berween the two horfes) the hunters alight,

and fecure him in fuch a manner, that they afterwards

eafily convey him to whatever place they pleafc

They in like manner noofe horfes; and, as it is faid,

even tigers ; and, however ftrange this laft circum-

ftance may appear, there are not wanting perlbns of

-credit who aflert it.

The cattle which are killed in the manner alrea-

dy obferved, arc flaughtered only for their hides

and tallow, to which fometimes are added their

tongues ; but the reft of their flefti is left to putrify,

or to be devoured by the birds and wild beafts. The
greateft part of this carrion falls to the (hare of the

wild dogs, of which there are immenfe numbers to

be found in that country; origsnally fuppofed to

liare been produced by Spanifh dogs from Buenos

Ayres, who, allured by the great quantity of carrion,

and the fac'dity they had by that means of fubfifting,

left then: matters, and ran wild; for they are plainly

of the breed of the European dogs, an animal not

originally found in America. But though thefe dogs

are faid to be fome thoufands in a con^pany, they

hitherto neither diminifti nor prevent the increafe of

the cattle, not daring to attack the herds, by reafon

:::--. 2
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of the numbers which conftantly feed together, but

contenting themfclves with the carrion left them

by the hunters, and perhaps now and then with a

few ftragglers, who by accidents are feparated from

the mai" body they belong to.

Befide the wild cattle, which have fpread them-

fclves in fuch vaft herds from Buenos Ayres towards

the fouthward, the fame country is in like manner
furnilhed with horfes. Thefe too were firft brought

from Spain, and are alfo prodigioufly encreafed, and

run wild to a much greater diftance than the black

cattle : and though many of them are excellent, yet

their number makes them of very little value ; the

bed of them being often fold, in the neighbouring

fettlements, where money is plenty and commoditits

very dear, for not more than a dollar a-piece. But,

whatever plenty of flelh provifions may be found

here, there is one material refrelhment which this

caftern fide of Patagonia feems to be very defeftive

in, and that is frelh water -, for the land being gene-

rally of a nitrous and faline nature, the ponds and

ftreams are frequently brackidi : however, as good
water has been found there, though in fmall quanti*

tiei, it is not improbable, but, on a further fearch,

this inconvenience may be removed.

To the account already given, muft be added, that

there are, in all parts of this country, a good number
of Vicunnas, or Peruvian fheep ; but thefe, by reafon

of their (hynefs and fwiftnefs, are killed with diffi-

culty. On the caftern coaft too, there are found
immenfe quantities of feals, and a vaft variety of

fea-fowl, among which the moft remarkable are thd

Penguins -, they are in fize and fliape like a goofe;

but, inftead of wings, they have Ihort ftumps like

fins, which are of no ufe to them, except in the

water : their bills are narrow, like that of an albi-

trofs, and they ftand and walk in an ered pofture.

From this, and their white bellies, Sir John Narbo-
toUgh whimfically likened them to little children

ftanding up in white aprons.

The
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The inhabitants of this eallern coaft appear to b^

but few, and have rarely been feen more than two
or three at a time, by any (hips that h?ve touched
here. We, during our ftay at the port of St. JuJian,

iaw none. However, towards Buenos Ayres, they

are fufficicntly numerous, and oftentimes very trouble-

fome to the Spaniards -, but there the greater breadth

and variety of the country, and a milder climate yield

them a better proteftion ; for in that place the conti-

nent is between three and four hundred leagues in

breadth ; whereas, at Port St. Julian, it is little more
than a hundred : fo that I conceive the fame Indians,

who frequent the weftern coaft o^ Patagonia, and the

Straits of Magellan, often ramble to this fide. As
the Indians near Buenos Ayres exceed thefe fouthem
Indians in number, fo they greatly furpafs them in

aftivityand fpirit, and feem in their manners to be near-

ly allied to thofe gallant Chilian Indians, who havelong

fet the whole Spanifh power at defiance, have often

ravaged their country, and remain to this hour inde-

pendent. For the Indians about Buenos Ayres have

learnt to be excellent horfemen, and are extremely

expert in the management of all cutting weapons,

though ignorant of the ufe of fire-arms, which the

Spaniards are very follicitous to keep out of their

hands. And, of the vigour and refolution of thefe

Indians, the behaviour of Orcllana and his followers^

whom we have formerly mentioned, is a memorable
inftance. Indeed, were we difpofed to aim at the

utter fubverfion of the Spanifh power in America, no

means feem more probable to effedt it, than due en-

couragement and afliftance given to thefe Indians, and

thofe of Chill.

, Thus much may fuffice in relation to the eaftern

coafl cf Patagonia. The weftern coaft is of lefs ex-

tent ; and by reafon of the Andes, which fkirt it, and

ftretch quite down to the water, is a very rocky and

dangerous ftiore. However, we Ihall now return to

St. Julian ^ where it muft be remembered, that the

bar
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bar at the entrance, is often fhifting, and has many
holes in it. The tide flows here north and ibuth, and

at full and chanoe, riles four fathom.

We, on our firft arrival here, fent an officer on
fhore in order to procure a quantity of fait for the ufe

of the fquadron. Sir John Narborough having ob-

ferved, when he was there, that the fait produced in

that place was very white and good» and that in Fe-
bruary there was enough to fill a thoufand fhipst'

but our officer returned with a fample which was very

bad, and he told us, that even of this there was but

little to be got •, poffibly the weather had been more
rainy than ordinary, and had deftroyed it.

The Tryal being nearly refitted, which was our

principal occupation at this bay of St. Julian, and
the fole occafion of our (lay, the commodore thought

it necefijry, as we were now direiflly bound for the

South Seas, and the enemy's coafts, to fix the plan

of his firft operations : and therefore, on the 24th of
February, a fignal was made for all captains, and a

council of war was held on board the Centurion ; at

which were prefent the honourable Edward Legg,
captain Matthew Mitchel, the honourable George
Murray, captain David Cheap, together with colonel

Mordaunt Cracherode, commander of the land-forces*

At this council Mr. Anfon propoled, that their firlt

attempt, after their arrival in the South Seas, Ihould

be the attack of the town and harbour of Baldivia,

the principal frontier of the diftrid of Chili. Mr.
Anfon informed them, at the fame time, that it

was an article contained in his niajefly*s inftruftions to

him, to endeavour to fecure feme port in the South

Seas, where the (hips of the fquadron might be ca-

reened and refitted. To this propofition made by

the commodore, the council unanimoufly and readily

agreed; and, in confequence of this refolurion, ne^v

inllruftions were given to the captains of the fqua-

dron, by which, though they were ftill direcfted, in

cafe of feparaiion, to make the be ft of their way to

Vol. III. U the
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the ifland of Neuftra Senora del Socoro, yet (notwith-*

ftanding the orders they had formerly given them at

St. Catharine's) they were to cru?fe off that ifland on-

ly ten days ; from whence, if not joined by the com-

modore, they were to proceed, and cruife off the

harbour of Baldivia, making the land between the

latitudes of 40°, and 40° : 30', and taking care to

keep to the fouthward of the port : and, if in four-

teen days they were not joined by the reft of the

fquadron, they were then to quit ftation, and to di-

rect their courfe to the ifland of Juan Fernandes,

after which they were to regulate their further pro-

ceedings by their former orders. The fame direc-

tions were alfo given to the matter of the Anna
i'ink, who was not to fail in anfwering the fignals

made by any fliip of the fquadron, and was to be

very careful to deftroy his papers and orders, if he

(hould be fo unfortunate as to fall into the hands of

the enemy. And, as the feparation of the fquadron

might prove of the utmoft prejudice to his majefty*s

Service, each captain was ordered to give in charge

to the refpedtive officers of the watch, not to keep

their fliip at a greater diftance from the Centurion

than two miles, as they would anfwer it at their

peril : and, if any captain fliould find his ftiip beyond

the diftance Ipecified, he was to acquaint the com-
modore with the name of the officer who had thus

negledted his duty.

Thefe necelfary regulations being eftabliflied, and

the Tryal floop completed, the fquadron weighed on

Friday the 2 7th of February, at feven in the morn-
ing, and ftood to fea ; the Gloucefter, indeed, found

a difficulty in purchafing her anchor, and was left a

confiderable way a-ftern, fo that in the night we fired

feveral gUHs as a fignal to her' captain to make fail,

but he did not come up to us till the next morning

;

when we found that they had been obliged to cut

their cable, and leave their beft bower behind them.

Standing now to the fouthward, we had great expec-

tation
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tation of falling in with Pizarro's fquadron ; for,

during our ftay at Port St. Julian, there had gene-

rally been hard gales, between the weft north welt and
fouth weft, fo that we had reafon to conclude the

Spaniards had gained no ground upon us in that in-

terval. Indeed, it was the profped of meeting with

them that had occalioned our commodore to be ib

very felicitous to prevent the feparation of our fhips

:

for, had we been folely intent on getting round Cape
Horn in the fhortgft time, the propereft method for

this purpofe would have been, to have ordered eac!i

fhip to have made the beft of her way to rendezvous,

without waiting for the reft.

On the 4th of March we were in fight of Cape
Virgin Mary, and not more than fix or feven leagues

diltant from it. This Cape is the northern boundary
of the entrance of the Straits of Magellan ; it lies in

the latitude of 52** : 21' fouth, and longitude from
London 71°: 44' weft, and feems to be a low flat

land, ending in a point. Off this Cape our depth of
water was from thirty-five to forty- eight fathom.

The afternoon of this day was very bright and clear,

with fmall breezes of wind, inclinable to a calm, and
moft of the captains took tbr opportunity of this

favourable weather to pay a vi..«; to the commodore :

but, while they were in company together, they were
all greatly alarmed by a fudden flame, which burft

out on board the Gloucefter, and which was fucceed-

ed by a cloud of fmoke. However, they were foort

relieved from their apprehenfions, by receiving infor-

mation, that the blaft was occafioned by a fpark of
fire from the forge lighting on fome gun-powder and
other combuftibles, which an oflicer on board was
preparing for ufe, in cafe we fliould fall in with the

Spanifli fleet; and that it had been extinguiftied,

witiiout any damage to the ftiip. -^

We here found, what was conftantly verified by
all our obfervations in thefe high latitudes, that fair

weather was always of an exceeding (hort duration,

.. U 2 and
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and that 5^hen it was remarkably line, it was l cemirt
prcfage of a fuccecding Ilorm •, for the calm and fun-

fhine of our afternoon ended in a mofl: turbulent

flight. The wind freftiened from the fouth weft as the

night came on, and encreafed its violence continu-

ally till nine in the morning the next day, when it

blew fo hard, that we were obliged to bring to with

the fquadron, and to continue under a reefed mizen

till eleven at night, having in that time from forty-

three to fifty-feven fathom water, with black fand

and gravel: and by an obfervation we had at noon,

we concluded a current had fet us twelve miles to tht

fouthward of our reckoning. Toward midnight thft

wind abating, we made fail again *, and (leering fout!^

we difcovered in the morning, for the firft time, th^

land called Terra del Fuego, ftretching from thi

ibuth by weft to the fouth eaft one half caft. This

indeed afforded us but a very uncomfortable profpedlf,

it appearing of a ftupendous height, covered every

where with fnow. We fteered along this (hore aft

day, having foundings from forty to fifty fathom,

with ftones and gravel. And, as we intended to pafs

through Straits le Maire next day, we lay-to at night,

that we might not overlhoot them, and took this op-

portunity to prepare ourfelves for the tempeftuous

climate we were foon to be engaged in : with this

view we employed ourfelves good part of the night in

bending an entire new fuit of fails to the yards. At
four the next morning, being the 7th of March, we

made fail, and iit eight we faw the land j and foon

after we began to open the Straits j at which time

Cape St. James bore from us eaft fouth eaft. Cape

St. Vincent fouth eaft one half eaft, the middlemoft

of The Three Brothers fouth and by weft, Monte-

gorda fouth, and Cape St. Bartholomew (which is

the fouthermoft point of Staten-land) eaft fouth eaft.

If we had not happened to have coafted aconfiderable

way along ftiore, we might have miffed the Straits,

and have got to the caftward of Staten-land before

J*^ru> we
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we knew it. This is an accident that has happened

to many (hips ; particularly, as Frazier mentions, to

the Incarnation and Concord, who, intending to pafs

through Straits le Maire, were deceived by three hilk

on Statcn-lund, like The Three Brothers, and fome
creeks rcfembling thofe of Terra del Fuego, and
thereby ovcrlhot the Straits. >,.t^>i.i?q

On occalion of this mention of Staten-land, we
muft remark, that though Terra del Fuego had an
afpedl extren:iely barren and defolate, yet this ifland

of Statenland far furpalTes if, in the wildnefs and
horror of its appearance : it feeming to be entirely

compofed of inacccflible rocks, without the leaft

mixture of earth, or mould, between them. Thefe
rocks terminate in a vaft number of ragged points,

which fpiie up to a prodigious height, and are all of

them covered with everlafting fnow: the points them-
fclves are on every fide furrounded with frightful

precipices, and often over-hang in a moft aftonifliing

manner J and the hills which bear them, are gene-

rally feparated from each other by narrow clefts^

which appear as if the country had been frequently

rent by earthquakes ; for thefe chafms are nearly per^

pendicular, and extend through the fubftance of the

main rocks, almofl to their very bottoms : fo that

nothing can be imagined more favage and gloomy,

than the whole afped of this coaft. But to proceed:

I have above mentioned, that on the 7th of March,
in the mornins;, we opened Strajts le Maire, and
foon after, or about ten o'clock, the P6arl and Tryal
being ordered to keep a-head of the fquadron, we
entered them with fair weather and a brilk gale, and
were hurri/?d through by the rapidity of the tide in

about two hours, jchough they are between feven and
eight leagues in length. As thefe ilraits are often

efteemed to be the boundary between the Atlantic

and Pacific oceans, and as we prefumed we had
nothing before us from hence but an open fea,

u 3 m
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till wc arrived on thofe opulent coafts where all our
^opes and wifties centered, we could not help pcr-

fuading ourfelves, that the greatcft difficulties of our

voyage were now at an end, and that our moft fan-

gyine dreams were upon the point of being realifed.

Thus animated by thefe flattering delufions, wc
pafled thofe memorable ftraits, in fine ferene weather,

ignorant of the dreadful calamities which were then

impending, and juft ready to break upon us-, igno-

rant that the time drew near, when the fquadron

would be feparated never to unite again, and that

this day of our paflage was the laft chearful day that

the greateft part of us would ever live to enjoy.

We had fcarcely reached the fouthern extremity of

the Straits le Maire, when our flattering hopes were

inftantly loft in the apprehenfions of immediate de-

ftruftion : for, before the fternmoft fliips of the fqua-

dron were clear of the Straits, we obferved all the

prefages of an impending ftorm. Prefently the

wind fhifted to the fouthward, and blew in fuch vio-

lent fqualls, that we were obliged to hand our top-

fails, and reef our main- fail-, whilit the tide too, which

had hitherto favoured us, at once turned furioufly

againft us, and drove us to the eaftward with prodi-

gious rapidity ; fo that we were in great anxiety for

the Wager and Anna Pink, the two fternmoft vefTels.

And now the whole fquadron, inftead of purfuing

their intended courfe to the fouth weft, were driven

to the eaftward by the united force of the ftorm, and

of the currents •, fo that next day in the morning we

found ourfelves near feven- leagues to the eaftward of

Straits le Maire, which then bore from us north weft.

The violence of the current, which had let us with fo

much precipitation to the eaftward, together with the

fiercenefs and conftancy of the wefterly winds, foon

taught us to confidcr the doubling of Cape Horn as

an enterprize that might prove too mighty for our

efforts^ though fome amongft us had lately treated

the difficulties which former voyagers were faid to

have
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have met with in this undertaking as little better than

chimerical, and had fuppofed them to arife rather

from timidity and unlkilfulnefs, than from the real

embarraffments of the winds and feas : but we were
now feverely convinced, that thele cenfures were
ra(h and ill-grounded.

From the ftorm which came on before we had well

got clear of Straits le Maire, we had a continual fuc-

ceflion of fuch tempeftuous weather, as furprifed the

oldeft and moft experienced mariners on board -, and
obliged them to confefs, that, what they had hitherto

called ftorms, were inconfiderable gales, compared
with the violence of thefe winds, which raifed fuch

ihort, and at the fame time fuch mountainous waves,

as greatly furpafTed in danger all feas known in any

other part of the globe. It was not without great

reafon, that this unufual appearance filled us with con-

tinual terror j for, had any one of thefe waves broke

fairly over us, it muft, in all probability, have fent

us to the bottom. Nor did we efcape with terror

only; for the Ihip rolling inceffantly gunwale to,

gave us fuch quick and violent motions, that the men
were in perpetual danger of being dalhed to pieces

againft the decks, or fides of the fhip. And though
we were extremely careful to fecure ourfelves from
thefe (hocks, by grafping fome fixed body, yet many
of our people were forced from their hold ; fome of
whom were killed, and others greatly injured.

Thefe temped s, fo dreadful in themfelves, though
unattended by any other unfavourable circumftance,

were yet rendered more mifchievous to us by their

inequality, and the deceitful intervals which they at

fome times afforded. For though we were oftentimes

obliged to lie-to for days together under a reefed

mizen, and were frequently reduced to lie at the mer-

cy of the waves under our bare poles, yet now and
then we ventured to make fail with our courfes double-

reefed, and the weather proving more tolerable, would
.

perhaps encourage us to fet our top-fails ; after which
U 4 th?



296 ANSON'S VOYAGE
the wind, without any previous notice, would return

upon us with redoubled force, and would in an in-

ftant tear our fails from the yards. And, that no ci;-

cumftance might be wanting which could heighten

cur diftrefs, thefe blafts generally brought with them
a great quantity of fnow and fleet, which cafed our

rigging, and froze our fails, thereby rendering them
and our cordage brittle and apt to fnap upon the

flighted (train. This added greatly to the diffi-

culty and labour of working the Ihipj benumbing
the limbs of our people, and making them incapable

of exerting themfelves with their ufual adtivity, and

even difabling many of them, by mortifying their

toes and fingers. It were endlefs to enumerate the

various difalters of different kinds which befel us

during the courfe of this navigation. The fliip, by

labouring in this lofty fea, was now grown fo loofe

in her upper works, that flie let in the water at every

feam, fo that every part within board was conftantly

expofed to the fea-water, and Icarcely any of the of-

ficers ever lay in dry beds. Indeed it was very rare

that two nights ever pafled without many of them

being driven from their beds, by the deluge of wa-

ter that came in upon them. • -. !

On the 23d we had a mod violent ftorm cf winr^,

hail, and rain, with a very great fea ; and though we
handed the main top-fail before the height of the

fquall, yet we found the yard fprung ; and foon af-

ter the foot-rope of the main-fail breaking, them^in-

fail itfelf fplit inftantly to rags, and, in Ipite of our

endeavours to fave it, much the greater part of it

was blown over-board. On this the commodore
made the fignal for the fquadron to bring-to ; and

the llorm at length flattening to a calm, we had an

opportunity of getting down our main top-1'ail yard

to put the carpenters to work upon it, and of re-

pairing our rigging. After .which, having bent a

new mainfail, we got under fail again, with a mo-

derate breeze : but, in lefs than twenty-four hours.
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we were attacked by anotlier ftorm (till more furious

than the former -, for it proved a perfeft hurricane,

and reduced us to the necefTity of lying-to under

our bare poles. As our (hip kept the wind better than

any of the reft, we were obliged, in rhe afternoon,

to wear Ihip, in order to join the fquidron to

the leeward, which otherwifc we fhould have been

in danger of lofing in the night : and, as we
dared not venture any fail abroad, we were ob-

liged to make ufe of an expedient, which anfwered

our purpofe j this was putting the helm a-weathcr,

and manning the fore<-(hrouds. But though this me-
thod provea fucccfiful for the end intended, yet, in

the execution of it, one of our ableft feamen was
canted over- board ; we perceived, that, notwith-

(landing the prodigious agitation of the waves, he

fwam very flrong, and it was with the utmoft con-*

cern that we found ourfelves incapable of afllfting

him. Indeed, we were the more grieved at his un-

happy fate, as we loft fight of him ftruggling with

the waves, and conceived, from the manner in which

he fwam, that he might continue fenfi'ile, for a con-

fiderable time longer, of the horror attending his ir-

retrievable fituation.

Before this laft mentioned ftorm was quite abated,

we found two of our main-lhrouds, and one mizen-

ihroud, broke -, all which we knotted, and fet up im-

mediately. From hence we had an interval of three

or four days lefs tempeftuous than ufual, but ac-

companied with a thick fog, in which we were ob-

liged to fire guns almoft every half- hour, to keep
our fquadron together, On the 3 1 ft we were alarmed

by a gun fired from the Gloucefter, and a fignal

made by her ]to fpeak with the commodore. We im-

mediately bore down to her, and were prepared to

hear of fome terrible dilafter •, but we were apprifed

of it before we joined her, for we faw that her main-
yard was broke in the flings. I'his was a grievous

misfortune to us all at this jun(^ure •, as it was ob-

vious

s;
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vious it wduld prove a hindrance to our failing and
would detain us the longer in thefe inhofpitable h-
titiides. But our future fuccefs and fafety was not to

be promoted by repining, but by refolution and ac-

tivity, and therefore, that this unhappy incident

might delay us as little as pofTible, the commodore
ordered fevcral carpenters to be put on board the

Gbucefter from the other fhips of the fquadron, in

order to repair her damage with the utmoft expedi-

tion. And the captain of the Tryal complainino- at

the fame time, that his pumps were fo bad, and his

floop made fo great a quantity of water that he was
fcarcely able to keep her free, the commodore or-

dered him a pump ready fitted from his own (hip.

It was very fortunate for the Gloucefter and the

Tryal, that the weather proved more favourable this

day than for many days both before and after j fince

by this means they were enabled to receive the afiifl--

ance which feemed eflcntial to their prefervation,

4nd which they could fcarcely h ive had at any other

time, as it would have been extremely hazardous to

have ventured a boat on board.

The next day, that is, on the i ft of April, the

v/eather returned again to its cuftomary bias : and on

the third there came on a ftorm, which both in its

violence and continuation (for it lafted three days)

exceeded a 1 that we had hitherto encountered. In

its firft onfet we received a furious fhock from a fea

which broke upon our larboard quarter, where it

ftoved in the quarter-gallery, and ruflied into the

fhip like a deluge ; our rigging too fuffcred extreme-

ly from the blow : among the reft, one of the ftraps

of the main dead-eyes was broke, as was alfo a main-

fliroud and puttock-lhroud •, fo that, to eafe the ftrefs

upon the mafts and Ihrouds, we lowered both our

main and fore-yards, and furled all our fails, and in

this port u re we lay-to for three days, when the ftorm

fomewhat abating, we ventured to make fail under

our courfes only. But even this we could not do

long i
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long ', for the next day, which was the 7th, we had

another hard gale of wind, with lightening and rain,

which obliged us to lie to again till night. It was

wonderful, that, notwithftanding the hard weather

we had endured, no extraordinary accident had hap-

pened to any of the fquadron fince the breaking of

the Gloucefter*s main yard: but this good fortune

now no longer attended us •, for, at three the next

morning, feveral guns were fired to leeward as fignals

of diftrefs : and the commodore making a fignal for

the fquadron to bring-to, we, at day- break, faw

the Wager a confiderable way to leeward of any

of the other fhips, and foon perceived that fhe had
loft her mizen-maft and top-fail yard. We imme-
diately bore down to her, and found this difafter had
arifen from the badnefs of her iron-work ; for all the

chain-plates to windward had given way, upon the

Ihip's fetching a deep roll. This proved the more
unfortunate to the Wager, as her carpenter had been

on board the Gloucefter ever fince the 3 1 ft ofMarch,
and the weather was now too fevcre to permit hinx

to return. Nor was the Wager the only (hip of the

fquadron that fuffered in this tempeft j for, the next

day, a fignal of diftrefs was made by the Anna Pink,

and, upon fpeaking with the mafter, we learnt

that they had broke their fore-ftay, and the gam-
mon of the bowfprit, and were in no fmall danger
of having all their mafts come by the board ; fo that

we were obliged to bear away until they had made
all faft, after which we haled upon a wind again.

And now, after all our follicitude, and the nume-
rous ills of every kind to which we had been incef-

fantly expofed for near forty days, we had great con-

folation in the flattering hopes we entertained, that

our fatigues were drawing to a period, and that we
fliould foon arrive in a more hofpitable climate, where
we ftiould be amply repayed for all our paft fufferings.

For, toward the latter end of March, we were ad-

vanced by our reckoning near iO° to the weftward

of
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of the weftermofl: point of Terra del Fuego j and this

allowance being double what former navigators have
thought necelTary to be taken, in order to compen-
fate the drift of the weflern current, we cfteemcd

ourfclvcs to be well advanced within the limits of

the Southern Ocean, and had therefore been ever

fmce (landing to the northward with as much expedi-

tion as the turbulence of the weather, and our frequent

diladers permitted. And on the 13th of April, wc
were but a degree in latitude to the Southward of the

well entrance of the Itraits of Magellan ; fo that we
fully cxpefted, in a very few days, to have experi-

enced the celebrated tranquillity of the FaciSc

Ocean. . » - r n

Butthefe were deliifions, which only ferved to ren-

der our difappointments more terrible : for the next

morning, between one and two, as we were (land-

ing to the northward, and the weather, which had

till then been hazy, accidentally cleared up, the Pink

made a fignal for feeing land right a^hcad j and, it

being but two miles didant, we were all gnder the

mod dreadful apprehcnfions of running on (horcj

which, had either the wind blown from its ufual

quarter with its wonted vigour, or had not the moon

fuddenly (hone out, not a (hip amongd us pould pof-

fibly have avoided : but the wind, which fome few

hours before blew in fqualls from the fouth-wcft, hav-

ing fortunately (hifted to weft north-wed, we were

enabled to dand to the foqthward, and to clear our-

felves of this unexpeded danger; and were fortunate

enough by noon p have gained an offing of near

twenty leagues.

By the latitude of this land we fell in with, it was

agreed to be a part of Terra del Fuego, near the

fouthern outlet defcribed in Frezier's chart of the

Straits of Magellan, and was fuppofe4 to bp that

point called by him Cape Noir. It was indeed molt

wonderful, that the currents (hould have driven us

to the caftward with fuch ftrength j for the whol?

fquadron
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fquadron efteemed themfelves upwards of ten de-

grees more wefterly than this land : fo that in running

down, by our account, about nineteen degrees of

longitude, we had not really advanced half that dif-

tance. And now, inftead of having our labours and

anxieties relieved by approaching a warmer climate

and more tranquil feas, we were to fleer again to the

ibuthward, and were again to combat thofe weftern

blalls which had fo often terrified us ; and this too,

when we were greatly enfeebled by our men falling

fick and dying apace, and when our fpirits, dejeftcd

by a long continuance at fea, and by our late difap-

pointment, were much lefs capable of fupporting us

in the various difficulties which we could not but ex-

pe6t in this new undertaking. Add to all this too,

the difcouragement we received by the diminution of

the flrength of the fquadron ; for, three days before

this, we loft fight of the Severn and the Pearl in the

morning, and though we fprcad our fhips, and beat

about for them fome time, yet we never faw them
more. Full of defponding thoughts and gloomy
prefages, we flood away to the fouth-weft-, prepared

by our late difafter to fufpedl, that how large foever

an allowance we made in our weftins; for the drift of
the weftern current, we might ftill, upon a fccond

trial, perhaps find it infufficient.

The improper fealbn of the year in which we at-

tempted to double Cape Horn, anc* to which is to

be imputed the difappointment of falling in with

Terra del Fuego, when we reckoned ourfelves above
a hundred leagues to the wellward of that whole
coaft, and, confequently, well advanced into the

Pacific Ocean •, this unfeafonable navigation, I fay,

to which we were necefTitated by our too late depar-

ture from England, was the fatal fource of all the

misfortunes we afterward encountered. For, from
hence proceeded the feparation of our fhips, the dc«

fttu6tion of our people, the ruin of our projeft on
Bcildivia, and of all our other views on the Spanlfh

places

;
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places ; and the redudion of our fquadron, from the
formidable condition in which it pafled Straits le

Maire, to a couple of fhattered half-manned cruifers

and a floop, fo far difabled, that in many climates

they fcarcely durft have put to fea. To prevent
therefore, as much as poffible, all fhips hereafter

bound to the South Seas from luffering the lame ca-

lamities, we fhall infert in this place fuch direftions

and obfervations, as either experience . and refledionj

or the converfation of the moft Ikilful navigators on
board the fquadron could furnifh, in relation to

the moft eligible manner of doubling Cape Horn

}

whether in regard to the feafon of the year, the

courfe proper to be fteered, or the places of refrefh-

ment both on the eaft and weft fides of South Ame-
rica. , .

,

And firft, with regard to the proper place for re-

frelhment on the eaft fide of South America. For

this purpofe the iQand of St. Catharine's has been

ufually recommended by former writers, and on their

faith we put in there, as has been formerly men-

tioned : but the treatment we met with, and the

fmall ftore of refre(liments we could procure there,

are fufEcient reafons to render all fhips for the future

cautious, how they truft themfelves in the govern-

ment of Don Jofe Sylva de Paz. And though future

governors (bould themfelves deteft fo faithlefs a pro-

cedure, yet as fhips are perpetually paffing from fome

or other of the Brafil ports to the river of Plate, the

Spaniards could fcarcely fail of receivings by this

means, cafual intelligence. of any Britifh fhips upon

the coaft: which however imperfeft fuch intelli-

gence might be, would prove of dangerous import

to the views and interefts of thofe cruifers who were

thus difcovered.

For the Spanifh trade in the South Seas running

all in one track from north to fouth, with very little

4eviation to the eaftward or weftward, it is in the

power of two or three cruifers, properly ftationed in

different
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different parts of this track, to poffefs themfelves of

every (hip that puts to fea : but this is only fo long as

they can continue concealed from the neighbouring

coaft •, for the inftant an enemy is known to be in

thofe feas, all navigation is prohibited, and confe-

quently all captures are at an end. Since the Spani-

ards, well apprized of thefe advantages of the ene-

my, fend exprefles along the coaft, and lay a gene-

ral embargo on all their trade ; a mcafure, which they

prudentially forefee, will not only prevent their vef-

fels being taken, but will foon lay any cruifers, who
have not ftrength fufficient to attempt their places,

under neceflity of returning home. Hence then

appears the great importance of concealing all expe-

ditions ot this kind •, and hence too it follows, how
extremely prejudicial that intelligence may prove,

which is given by the Portuguefe governors to the

Spaniards, in relation to the defigns of Ihips touch-

ing at the ports of Brafil.

However, notwithftanding the inconveniencies we
have mentioned of touching on the coaft of Brafil, it

will oftentimes happen, that ftiips bound round Cape
Horn will be obliged to call there for a fupply of

wood and water, and other refrefhments. In this

cafe St. Catharine's is the laft place I would recom-

mend, both as the proper animals for a live ftock at

fea, as hogs, ftieep, and fowls, cannot be procured

there, (for want of which we found ourfelves greatly

diftrefled, by being reduced to live almoft entirely

on fait provifions) and alfo becaufe, from its being

nearer the river of Plate than many of their other

fettlements, the inducements and conveniencies of

betraying us are much ftronger. The place I would
recommend is Rio Janeiro, where two of our fqua-

dron put in after they were feparated from us in paf-

fing Cape Horn : for here any quantity of hogs and
poultry may be procured ; and this place being

more diftant from the river of Plate, the diffic jlty,

of intelligence i* fomcwhat inhanced, and confequent.-'

Ira
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\y the chance of continuing there undifcovered, in

fome degree augmented.

I next proceed to the confideration of the proper
courfe to be (Veered for doubling Cape Horn. And
here, I think, I am fufficiently authorized by our own
fatal experience, and by a careful comparifon and
examination of the journals of former navigators, to

give this piece of advice, which in prudence I think

ought never to be departed from : that is, that all

(hips bound to the South Seas, inftead of paffing

through Straits le Maire, fhould conftantly pafs to

the caftward of Statenland, and fhould be invari-

ably bent on running to the fouthward, as far as the

latitude of 6i or 62 degrees, before they endeavoured

to ftand to the weftward •, and that when they are got

into that latitude, they Ihould then make fure of luf-

ficient wefting, before they once think of fteering to

the northward.

But as diredtions diametrically oppofite to thefe

have been formerly given by other writers, it is in-

cumbent to produce reafons for each part of this

maxim. And firft, as to the paffing to the eaftward

of Staten-land. Thofe who have attended to the

rifque we ran in paffing Straits le Maire, the danger

we were in of being driven upon Staten-land by the

current, when, though we happily efcaped being put

on Ihore, we were yet carried to the eaftward of that

ifland : thofe who refledl on this, and the like acci-

dents which have happened to other fhips, will furely

not efteem it prudent to paf^ through Straits le Maire,

and run the rifque of ftiipwreck, and after all find

themfelves no farther to the weftward (the only rea-

fon hitherto given for this pradice) than they might

have been in thi fame time, by a fecure navigation

in an open fea.

And next, as to the diredions I have given for

running into the latitude of 61 or 62 fouth, befof

any endeavour is made to ftand to the weftward : ilit;

reafons for this precept are, that in all probability

•\ .4 ti^e
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ihc violence of the currents will be hereby avoided,

ind the weather will prove lefs tempeftiious and un-

certain. This laft circumftance we oiirfelves expe-

rienced moft remarkably. The air indeed was very

cold and fharpj and we had ftrong gales, but they

were fteady and uniform, and we had at the fame
time furiftiine and a clear fl^y ; whereas in the lower

latitudes, the winds every now and then intermitted,

as it were, to recover new ftrength, and then re-

turned fuddenly in the moft violent gufts, threaten-

ing at each blaft the lofs of our mafts, which muft
have ended in our certain deftruftion. And that the

currents, in this high latitude, would be of much
lefs efficacy than nearer the land, feems to be evin-

ced from thefe confiderations, that all currents run

with greater violence near the (hore than at fea, and
that at great diftances from (hore they are fcarcely

perceptible : indeed the reafon of this feems fuffici-

ently obvious, if we confider, that conftant currents

are, in all probability, produced by conftant winds,

the wind driving before it, though with d (low and
imperceptible motion, a large body of water, which

being accumulated upon any coaft that it meets with,

muft efcape along the (hore by the endeavours of its

furface, to reduce itfelf to the farrte level with the

reft of the ocean. And it is reafonable to fuppofe,

that thofe violent gufts of wind which we experien-

ced near the (hore, fo very different frorn what we
found in the latitude of fixty degrees and upwards,

ihay be owing to a fimilar caufe ; for a wefterly wind

dlmoft perpetually prevails, in the fouthern part of
the Pacific Ocean : and this current of air being in-

terrupted by thofe immenfe hills called the Andes,

and by the mountains on Terra del Fuego, which

together bar up the whole country to the fouthward

as far as Cape Hbrri, a part of it only can force its

way over the tops of thofe prodigious precipices,

whilft the reft muft naturally follow the direction of

the coaft. and muft range down the land to the fouth-

VoL. ill. X ward,
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ward, and fweep with an impetuous and irreguWi'

blaft round Cape Horn, and the fouthermoft pare of
Terra del Fuego. However, not to rely on thefe

fpifculations, we may eltablilb, as inconteftible, thefe

matters of fa(5t, that both the rapidity of the cur-

rents, and the violence of the weftern gales, are lefs

fenfible in the latitude of 6 1 or 62 degrees, than

nearer the Ihore of Terra del Fuego.

But though I am fatisfied from both our own ex-

perience, and the relations of other navigators, of

the importance of the precept I here infift on, that

of running into the latitude of 61 or 62 degrees, be-

fore any endeavours are made to ftand to the weft-

ward ; yet I would advife no (hips hereafter to truft

fo far to this management, as to neglefb another moft

eflfential maxim, which is the making this paflage in

the height of fummer, that is, in the months of De-

cember and January. Indeed, if the mere violence

of the weftern winds be confidered, the time of our

paflage, which was about the equinox, was perhaps

the moft unfavourable of the whole year; but then

it muft be remembered, that independent of the winds,

there arcj 'n the depth of winter, many other incon-

veniencies to be apprehended, which are almoft infu-

perable. As I would therefore advife all Ihips to

make their paflage in December and January, if pof-

fible ; lb I would warn them never to attempt the

doubling Cape Horn from the eaftward, after the

month of March.
As to the propereft port for cruifers to refrelh at

on their arrival in the fouth Seas, there is fcarcely

any choice; the ifland of Juan Fernandes being the

only place that can be prudently recommended for

this purpofe. For though there are many ports on

the weftern fide of Patagonia, between the ftraits of

Magellan and the Spanifli fettlements, where ftiips

might ride in great fafety, might recruit their wood
and water, and might procure fome few refrefh^

mentsj yet that coalt is in itfelffo dangerous, from
. . 'v

-
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Its numerous rocks and breakers, and from the vio«

ience of the weftern winds, which blow conilantl/

full upon it *, that it is by no means advifeable to fall

in with that land, at leaft till the roads, channels,

and anchorage, in each part of it are accurately fur-

vcyed.

To this we if^y add, that as all our ifuture expe-

ditions to the South Seas mud run a confiderable

rifque of proving abortive, whiift in our paiTage

thither we are under the neceflity of touching at

Brafil; the difcovery of fome place more to the

fouthward, where fhips might refrefti and fupply

themfelves with the neceflary fea-ftock for their voy-

age round Cape Horn •, would be an expedient which
would relieve us from this embaraflment, and would
furely be a matter worthy of the attention of the

public. Nor does this feem difficult to be effefted.

For we have already the imperfect knowlege of twa
places, which might perhaps, on examination, prove

extremely convenient for this purpofe : one of them
is Pepy*s ifland, in the latitude of 47" fouth, and
laid down by Dr. Haliey, about eighty leagues to

the eaftward of Cape Blanco, on the coaft of Pata-

gonia *, the other is Falkland's ides in the latitude of

51° 4 lying nearly fouth of Pepy*s ifland. The firfl:

©f thefe was difcovered by captain Cowley, in his

voyage round the world in the year 1686; who re-

prefents it as a commodious place for Ihips to wood
and water at, and fays, it is provided with a very

good and capacious harbour, where a thoufand fail

of Ihips might ride at anchor in great fafety -, that it

abounds with fowls, and that as the (hore is either

rocks or fands, it feems to promife great plenty of

fifh. The fecond place, or Falkland's ifles, have

been feen by many fliips both French and Englilh,

being the land laid down by Frezier, in his chart of

the extremity of South America, under the title of
the new Iflands. Woodes Rogers, who run along the

north-eaft coaft of thefe ifles in the year 1708, tells

X 2 us.
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us, th^t they extended about two degrees in length,

and appeared with gentle defcents from hill to hill,

and fcemed to be good ground, interfperfed with

woods, and not deftitute of harbours. Either of

thefe places, as they are iflands at a conliderable dif-

tance from the continent, may be fuppofed, from

their latitude, to lie in a climate fufficiently tempe-

rate. It is true, they are too little known to be at

prefent recommended as the moft eligible places of

refrelhmcnt for fhips bound to the fouthward : b\it

if, on examination, one or both of thefe places ftiould

appear proper for the purpofe intended, it is fcarcely

to be conceived, of what prodigious import a con-

venient ftation might prove, fituated fo far to the

fouthward, and fo near Cape Horn.

And as all difcoveries of this kind, though ex-

tremely honourable to thofe who direct and promote

them, may yet be carried on at an inconfiderable ct?

pence, fince fmall veffels are much the propercll to

be employed in this fervice ; it were to be wilhed,

that the whole coafc of Patagonia, Terra del Fuego,

and Staten-land, were carefully furveyed, and the nu-

merous channels, roads and harbours with which they

abound, were accurately examined. The difcovery

of this coaft hath formerly been thought of iilch con-

fequcnce, by reafon of its neighbourhood to the

Araucos and othtr Chilian Indians, who are generally

at v/ar, or at lead on ill terms, with their Spanilh

neighbours, that fir John Narborough was purpofely

fitted out in the reign of king Charles II. to iurvey

the ftraits of Masgellan^ the neighbouring coaft of

Patagonia, and the Spanifli ports on that frontier ; with

dir6dions, if pofTible, to procure fome intercourfe

with the Chilian Indians, and to eftabllfti a corre-

Ipondence with them.

It is true, fir John Narborough did not fucceed

in opening this commerce, which in appearance pro^

mifed fo many advantages to this nation. However,

his difappointment was inerely accidental, and his

tranf-
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tranfadions upon that coaft (bcfide the many valuable

improvements he fumifhed to geography and navi-

gation) are rather an encouragement for future trials

of this kind than any objeAion againft them j and it

appeared, by the precautions and fears of the Spani-

ards, that they were fully convinced of the pradtica-

bility of the fcheme he was fent to execute, and ex-

tremely alarmed with the apprehenfion pf its confe-

quences. 't - -» .: .• .r^
:

But to proceed on Qur voyage ;- ^^fter the mor-
tifying difappointment of falling in with the coaft of
Terra del Fuego, when we efteemed ourfelvcs ten

degrees to the weftward of it \ we ftood away to the

fouth-weft till the 2 2d of April, when we were in

upward of 60** of fouth latitude, and by our account

near 6** to the weftward of Cape Noir; in this run
we had a feries of as favourable weather as could

be well expcded in that part of the world, even in

a better feafon : fo that this interval, fefting the in-

quietude of our thoughts afide, was by far the moft
eligible of any w£ enjoyed from Straits le Maixe to

the weft coaft of Ameri,ca. But on the 24th, in the

evening, the wind began to blow frelh, and foon in-

creafed to a prodigious ftorm \ and the weather bet-

ing extremely thick, about midnight we loft fight

of the other four fhips of the fquadron, w{iich, not»-

withftanding the violence of the preceding ftbrms,

had hiriierto kept; in company with us. Nor was
this our fole misfortune ; for the next morning, en-

deavouring to hand the top-fails, the clue-lines and
hunt-lines broke, and the fheets being half-flown,

^vtry feam in the top-fails was foon fplit from top

to bottom, and the main top-fail fhook fo ftrongly

in the wind, that it carried a>vay the top lanthorn,

and endangered the head of the maft ; jjowpvpr, at

length fome of the moft daring of our men ve^itured

upon the yard, and cut the fail away clofe to the reefs,

^though with the ucmoft hazard of their lives ; whilft,

^tbf inim time,.the. foretop: fail beat about he yar4

«-> X
3
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withfo much fury, that it was foon blown to pieces:

nor was our attention to our top-fails our fole em-
ployment, for the main-fail blew loofe, which oblf.

ged us to lower down the yard to fecure the fail, and
the fore yard being likewife lowered, we lay to un-

der a mizen. In this ftorm, befide the lofs of our

top-fails, we had much of our rigging broke, and

loft a main ftudding-fail-boom out of the chains.

On the 25th, about noon, the weather became
more moderate, which enabled us to fway up our

yards, and to repair, in the beft manner we could, our

Ihattered rigging ; but ftill we had no fight of the

reft of our ^uadron, nor indeed were we joined by

any of them again, till after our arrival at Juan Fer-

nandes : nor did any two of them, as we have fince

learned, continue in company together. This total

and almoft inftantaneous feparation was the more won-

derful, as we had hitherto kept together for feven

weeks, through all the reiterated tempefts of this tur-

bulent climate. It muft indeed be owned, that we

had hence room to expcft, that we might make our

paflage in a ihorter time than if we had continued

togefier, becauie we could now make the beft of our

^ay without being retarded by the misfortunes of

the other fhips 5 but then we had the melancholy re-

flexion, that we ourielves were hereby deprived of

the affiftance of others, and our fafety would depend

upon our fmgle Ihip i fo that if a plank ftjarted, or

any other accident of the fame nature fhould take

place, we muft all irrecoverably pcriih: or fhould

we be driven on ihore, we had the uncomfortable

profpcft of ending our days on fome defolate coaft,

without any reafonable hope of ever getting oflF again

;

whereas, with another fliip in company, all thefc ca-

lamities are much lefs formidable, fince one ihip at

leaft might efcape, and be capable of preferring or

relieving the crew of the other. '> r> i-
.

* The remaining part of this month of April we had

generally hard gales, although t»c bad bccn^vciy
day,^T**
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day, fiiice the 22d, edging to the northward i how-
ever, on the laft day of the month, we flattered our-

felves with the expectation of foon terminating all our

fuffcrings ; for we that day found ourfelves in the la-

titude of 52*" 13', which being to the northward of

the ftraits of Magellan, we were afllired that we had
compleated our paflage, and had arrived in the con-

fines of the fouthern ocean , and this ocean being de-

nominated Pacific, fron the equability of the feafons

which arc faid to pre\ ail there, and the facility and
lecurity with which navigation is there carried on,

we hoped to experience fome kind of compenfation

for the complicated miferies which had fo conftantly

attended us for the laft eight weeks. But here we
were again difappointed -, for in the fucceeding month
oi May, our fuffcrings rofe to a much higher pitch

than they had ever yet done, whether we confider

the violence of the ftorms, the (hattering of our fails

and rigging, or the diminifliing and weakening of

our crew by deaths and ficknels, and the probable

profpedt of our total deftrudion.

Soon after our pafllng Straits le Maire, the fcurvy

began to make its appearance amongft us ; and our

long continuance at fea, the fatigue we underwent,

and the various difappointments we met with, had
occafioned its fpreading to fuch a degree, that at the

latter end of April there were but few on board who
were not, in fome degree, affli6led with it ', and in that

month no Itfs than forty-three died of it on board

the Centurion. In the month of May we loft near

double that number ; and as we did not get to land

till the middle of June, the mortality went on in-

creafing, and the difeafe extended itfelf fo prodigi-

oufly, that, after the lofs of above two hundred men,
we could not at laft mufter more than fix fore-maft

men in a watch capable of duty. -'•>' -

This difeafe, fo frequently attending long voyages,

and fo particularly deflTu6tive to us, is furely the

moft fingular and unaccountable of any that affeds

X 4 ,
th9



312 ANSON'S VOYAGE
the hyman body : its fymptoms are inconftant an4
innumerable, and it is not eafy to complcatthe long

roll of its various concomitants. It often produced
putrid fevers, pleurifies, the jaundice, and violent

irheumatic pains ; and ibmetime^ it occaPoned an ob-

ftinate coftiveiiefs, which was generally attended

with a difficulty of breathing, and this was efteemed

the moft deadly of all the fcorbutic fymptoms: at

other times the whole body, but more efpecially the

legs, were fubjedt to ulcers of the worft kind, at-

tended with rotten bones, and fuch a luxuriancy of

fungous flefh, as yielded to no remedy. But a

n:oft extraordinary circumftance, and what would be

fcarcely credible upon any fingle evidence, is, that

the fears of wounds which had been for many years

healed, were forced open again by this virulept dif-

temper : of this, there was a remarkable inftance

in one of the invalids on board the Centurion, who
bad been wounded above fifty years before at the

battle of the Boyne ; for though he was cured foon

after, and had continued well for a great number of

years paft, yet on his being attacked by the fcurvy,

his wounds, in the progrefs of his difeafe, broke cut

afrefh, and appeared as if they had never been healed.

Nay, what is ftill more aftonifliing, the callus of a

broken bone, which had beeri compleatly formed for

a long time, was found to be hereby diflblved, and

the fradture feemed as if had never been confolidated.

Indeed, the efFeds of this difeafe were, in almoft

every inftance, wonderful; for many of our people,

though confined to their hammocks, appeared to

.have no inconfiderable fhare of health, for they eat

and drank heartily; were chearful, and talked with

much feeming vigour, and with a ftrong tone of

voice; and yet, on their being the leaft moved,
^hough it was only from one part of the fhip to the

other, ?ind that too in their hamniocksi they have

immediately expired ; and others, who have confided

in tl)eir leeming ftrcngth, and have rcfolvpd to gpt

:.*:.
'

' -'
''

" '

.'
'

'
' oui



; I

ROUND THE WORLD. rj
out of their hammocks, have died before they could

yfcW reach the deck : nor was it an uncommon thing

jfor thofe who were able to walk the deck, and to do

fome kind of duty, to drop down dead in an inftant,

on any endeavours to aft with their utmoft effort.

We entertained hopes, that when \ye (hould have

once fecured our paflage round the Cape, we Ihould

put a period to this, and all the other eVils which had

fo conttantly purfued us. But it was our misfort ane

to find, that the Pacific ocean was to qs lefs hofpitable

than the turbulent neighbourhood of Terra del Fuego
and Cape Horn. For being arrived, on the 8 th of

May, ofl^ the ifland of Socro, which was the firft

rendezvous appointed for the fquadron, and where we
hoped to have met with fome of our companions, we
cruifed for them in that ftation feveral days. But here

we were not only difappointed in our expeflations of

beingjoined by our friends, and were thereby induc-

ed to favour the gloomy fuggeftions of their having

all periflied -, but We were likewife perpetually alarm-

ed with the fears of being driven on fliore upon this

coaft, which appeared too craggy and irregular to

give U5 the leaft prbfpedt, that in fuch a cafe any of

us could poffibly efcape immediate deftruftion. Ip

vfome places indeed we difeerned feveral deep bays

running into the land, but the entrance into them
were generally blocked up by numbers of little

iflands; and had we been driveh alhore by the wef-

tern winds which blew almoft conftantly here, we
did not expeift to have avoided the lofs of our Ihip

and ofour lives.

This continued peril, which lafted for above a

fortnight, was greatly aggravated by the difficulties

we found in working the fhip; as the fcurvy had by
this time deftroyed lb great a part of our hands, and
had, in fome degree, aifedted almoft the whole crew.

Indeed, during the greatcft part of the time we were

upon this coalt, the wind blew fo hard, that in an-

other fitu^tion, where we (lad fufficient fea-room, we
'

• '

'

fhould
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•Ihould certainly have lain to -, but in the prefent ex-

igency we were neocflitated to carry both our courfes

and top- fails in order to keep clear of this lee-fhore.

In one of thefe fqualls, which was attended by feve-

ral violent claps of thunder, a fudden fla(h of fire

darted along our decks, which, dividing, exploded

with a report like that of feveral pidols, and wounded
many of our tnen and officers as it pailed, marking

them in different parts of the body: this flame was

attended with a ftrong fulphureous ftench, and was

doubtlefs of the fame nature with the larger and

more violent blafls of lightning which then filled the

air.

It were endlefs to recite minutely the various difaf-

ters, fatigues, and terrors, which we encountered on

this coait •, all thefe went on increafing till the 2 2d of

May, at which time, the fury of all the ftorms which

we had hitherto encountered, feemed to be combin-

,cd, and to have confpired our deftru6tion. In this

hurricane almoft all our fails were fplit, and great part

of our flanding rigging broken; and, about eight in

the evening, a mountainous overgrown- fea took us

upon our ftarboard-quarter, and gav€ us fo prodigi-

ous a fhock, that feveral of our fhrouds broke with the

Jerk, by which our maCts were greatly endangered.;

our ballaft and ftqres too were fo ftrangely fliifted,

that the fhip heeled afterwards two ftreaks to port.

Indeed it was a mod tremendous blow, and we were

thrown into the utmoftconftcrnation from the appre-

henfion of inftantly foundering; and though the

wind abated in a few hours, yet, as we had no more

,fails left in a condition to bepd to our yards, thelhip

laboured very much in a hollow fea, rolling gunwale

to, for want of fail to fteady her : fo that we cxped-

cd our mails, which were now very flenderly fup-

ported, to come by the board every moment. This

was the laft effort of that ftormy climate; for in a

day or two after we got clear of the land, and found

the weather more moderate than we had yet experi-

:.... enced
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enccd fince our palTing Straits Le Maire. And now
having cruifed in vain for more than a fortnight in

queftof the other ihips of the fquadron, it was re-

iblved to take the advantage of the prefent favour-

able feafon and the offing we had made from tthis

terrible coaft, and to make the bed of our way for

the iQand of Juan Fcrnandes. For though our next

rendezvous was appointed off the harbour ofBaldivia,

yet we had the greateft reafon to fufped, that ^11 buc

ourfclves had periftied. Befides, we were by this

time reduced to fo low a condition, that inftead of

attempting to attack the places of the enemy, our

uimoft hopes could only fuggeft to us the poiTibility

of faving the fhip, and fome part of the remaining

enfeebled crew.

To fave time, which was now extremely precious,

and likewife to avoid being engaged with a lec-fliore,

we refolved, if pofiible, to hit the ifland upon a me-
ridian. And, on the 28th of May, being nearly in

the parallel upon which it is laid down, we had great

expedations of feeing it: but not finding it in the

pofition in which the charts had taught us to exped:

It, we began to fear that we had gone too far to the

wcftwardj and therefore, though the commodore
himfelf was ftrongly perfuaded, that he faw it on the

morning of the 28th, yet his officers believing it to

be only a cloud, to which opinion the hazinefs of the

weather gave fome kind of countenance, it was, on a

confultation, refolved to (land to the eaftward, in the

parallel of the ifland : as it was certain, that by this

courfe we fhould either fall in with the ifland, if we
were already to the weftward of it j or fhould at Icaft

make the main- land of Chili, from whence we might

take a new departure, and afTure ourfelves, by run-

ning to the weflward afterward, of not miffing thg

ifland a fecond time. • - - , . -
'

> . ,v

On the 30th of May we had a view of the conti*

nent of Chili, didant about twelve or thirteen leagues ^

ihe land made exceeding high and uneven, and ap-

peared

I' I,

^ i i
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peared quite white •, what we faw being doubtlefs. a
part of the Cordilleras, which are always covered with
fnow. Though by this view of the land we afccr-

taincd our pofition, yet it gave us great uneafinefs to

find that we had fo needlefsly altered our courfe

whcr^ we wci;e, in all probability, juft upon the point

of niaking the ifland : for the mortality amongft us

was now increafed to a moft dreadful degree, and

thofe who remained alive were utterly difpirited by

thir new difappointinent. In this defponding condi-

tion, with a crazy Ihip, a great fcarcity of frefli water,

and a crew fo univerfally Sifeafed, that there were not

above ten fore maft men in a watch capable of doing

iduty, and even Tome of thefe lame, and unable to

go aloft]: under thefe dilheartning circumftanccs, we
itood to the weftward *, and, on the 9th of June, at

day-break, we at laft difcovcred the long-wifhed foi-

^fland of Juaa Fernandes.

Though, on the firll view, this ifland appeared to

be very mountainous, extremely ragged and irregu-

lar ; yet as it was land, and the land we fought for,

it was to us a moft agreeable fight. Becaufe at this

place only we could hope to put a period to ihofe ter-

rible calaniities we had fo long ftruggled with, which

had already fwept away above half our crew, and

w'lich, lad we continued a few days longer at fea,

would inevitably have completed our deftruftion.

For we were by this time reduced to fo helplefs a

condition, that, out of two hundred and odd men
which remained alive, we could not, taking all our

batches together, mufter hands enough to work-the

ihip on an emergency, though we included the of?

ficers, their fervants, and the boys.

The wind being northerly when we 6r(l made the

iflaad, we kept plying all that day, and the next

night, in order to get in with the land •, and wearing

the ihip in the middle watch, we had a melancholy

inftance of the almoft incredible debility of our peo-

ple j for the lieutenant could mufter no more than
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twro quarter- mailers, and fix fore-maft merr capable

of working ; fo that without the afliftance of the

officers, fervants, and the boys, it might have proved

impofiible for us to have reach ^d the ifland, after we
had got fight of it; and even with this afliftance

tbcy were two hours in trimming the fails. To fo

wretched a condition was a fixty gun Ihip reduced ,

which had pafled Straits Le Maire but three months

before, with between four and five hundred men, al-,

moft all of them in health and vigour. - * ^

However, on the loth in the afternoon, we got

under the lee of the ifland, and kept ranging about

it, at about two miles diftance, in order to look out

for the proper anchorage, which was defcribed to be

in a bay on the north fide. J .eing now nearer in with

the fhore, we could dilcovcr that the broken craggy

precipices, which had appeared fo unpromifing at a

diftance, were far i'vc .n barren, being in moll places

covered with woods ; and that between them there

were every where interfperfed the fined vallies, clothed

wrrh a mo it beautiful verdure, and watered with nu-

meroui Itrcams and cafcades, no valley, of any ex-

tent, beinnj unprovided o^its proper rill. The water

too, as we afterwaiuj iound, was not inferior to any

we had ever tailed, and was conftantly clear. The.

afpedl of this country, thus diverfified, would, at all

times, have been extremely delightful j but in our

diftrefl!ed fituation, Linguifliing as we w«re for the

land and its vegetable productions, (an inclination

conftantly attending every ilage of the fea fcurvy) it

is fcarcely credible with what eagernefs and tranfport

we viewed the fhore, and with how much impatience

we longed for the greens and other rcfrefliments

which were then in fight, and particularly the water:

for of this we had been confined to a very fparing al-

lowance a confiderable time, and had then but five

ton remaining on board. Thofe only who have

endured a long ferics of thirft, and who can readily

lecal die defire and agitation which the ideas abne of

, , fprings

' H 'A
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fprings and brooks have at that time raifed in them
can judge of the emotion with which we eyed a large*

cafcade of the moft tranfparent water, which poured
itfelf from a rock near a hundred feet high into the
fea, at a fmall diftance from the (hip. Even thofe

amongft the difeafed, who were not in the very laft

ftages of the diflemper, though they had been long

confined to their hammocks, exerted the fmall remains

of ftrength that were left them, and crawled up to the

deck to feaft themfelvcs with this reviving profpeft.

But at laft the night clofed upon us, before we had
fatisficd ourfelves which was the proper bay to anchor

in i and therefore we refolved to keep in foundincrs

all night, «and to fend our boat next morning to diT-

cover the road : however, the current fhifted in the

night, and (et us fo near the land, that we were

obliged to let go the beft bower in fifty-fix fathom,

not half a mile from the fliore. At four in the morn-

ing, the cutter was difpatched with our third lieu-

tenant to find out the bay wfc were in fearch of, who
returned again at noon with the bo . laden with feals

and grafs j for though the iQand abounded with bet-

ter vegetables, yet the boat's-crew, in their fliort

ftay, had not met with them -, and they well knew
that even grafs would prove a dainty, as indeed it

was all foon and eagerly devoured. The feals tea

were confidered as frelh provifions ; but as yet were

not much admired, on account of the prodigious

quantity of excellent filli, which the people on board

had taken, during the abfence of the boat.

The cutter, in this expedition, had difcovered the

bay where we intended to anchor, which we found

was to the weftward of our prefent ftation ; and the

next morning, the weather proving favourable, we
endeavoured to weigh, in order to proceed thither

:

but though, on this occafion, we muftered all the

ftrength we could, obliging even the fick, who were

fcarce able to keep on their legs, to affift us ; yet the

capftan was fo weakly manned, that it was near four

hours

men were a!
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hours before we hove the cable right up and down

:

after which, with our utmoft efforts, and with many
furies and fome purchafes we made ufe of to increafe

our power, we found ourfelves incapable of ftarting

the anchor from the ground. However, at noon, as a

frefh gale blew toward the bay, we were induced to

fet the fails, which fortunately tripped the anchor-, and

then we fleered along the (hore, till we came abreaft

of the point that forms the eaftcrn part of the bay.

On the opening of the bay, the wind that had be-

friended us thus far, fhifted and blew from thence in

fqualls i but by means of the head-way we had got,

we loofed clofe in, till the anchor brought us up in

fifty-fix fathom. Soon after we had thus got to our

new birth, we difcovered a fail, which we made no
doubt was one of our fquadron ; and on its nearer

approach, we found it to be the Tryal Hoop. We
immediately fent fome of our hands aboard her, by
whofe afliftance fhe was brought to an anchor be-

tween us and the land. We foon found that the floop

had not been exempted from the fame calamities

which we had fo feverely felt •, for her commander
captain Saunders, waiting on the commdoore, in-

formed him, that out of his fmall complement, he

had buried thirty-four of his men ; and thofe that re-

mained were fo univert ally afflided with the fcurvy^

that only himfelf, his lieutenant, and three of his

men were able to (land by the fails. The Tryal

came to an anchor within us, on the 12th, about

noon, and we carried our hawfers on board her, in

order to moor ourfelves nearer in Ihore -, but the wind
coming off the land in violent gufts, prevented pur
mooring in the birth we intended. Indeed our prin-

cipal attention was employed on bufinefs rather of
more importance : for we were now extremely occu-

pied in fending on Ihore materials to raife tents for the

reception of the fick, who died apace on board, and
doubtlefs the diftempcr was confiderably augmented,
by the ftench and filthinefs in which they lay ; fbr

the
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the number of the difeafed was fo great, and To fe\^

could be fpared from the necelTary duty of the fails to

look after them, that it was impoffible to avoid a

relaxation in the article of cleanlinefs, which rendered

the fhip extremely loathfome between decks. Not-
withftanding our defire of freeing the fick from their

hateful fituation, and their own extreme impatience to

get on fhore, we had not hands enough to prepare the

tents for their reception before the i6thi but on that

and the two following days we fent them all on fhore,

amounting to a hundred ahd fixty-feven perfons, be-

lides twelve or fourteen who died in the boats, on their

being expofed to the frefh air. The greateft part of

our fick were fo infirm, that we were obliged to carry

them out of the fhip in their hammocks, and to con-

vey them afterward in the fame manner from die

water-fide to their tents, over a flony beach. This

was a work of confiderable fatigue to the few who
were healthy, and therefore the commodore, accord-

ing to his accuftomed humanity, not only afTiftcd

herein with his own labour, but obliged his officers,

without diftindlion, to give their helping hands. The
extreme weaknefs of our fick may in Ibme meafure

be coUeded from the numbers who died after they

had got on fhore ; for it had generally been found,

that the land, and the refrefhments it produces, very

foon recovered mofl flages of the fea-fcurvy ; and we

flattered ourfelvcs, that thofe who had not perifhed

on this firfl expofure to the open air, but had lived to

be placed ia their tents, would have been fpeedlly re-

lJore4 to their health and vigour : yet, to our great

mortification, it was near twenty days after their land-

ing, before the mortality was tolerably ceafed -, and

for the firft ten or twelve days, we buried rarely lefs

than fix each day, and many of thofe, who furvived,

recovered by very flow and infenfible degrees. In-

deed thofe who were well enough at their firft get-

ling on fhore, to creep out of their tents, and crawl

a^ot^ ^ftre foon relieved, artd recovered their health

6 and
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and ftrength in a very fhort time ; but in the reft, the

difeafed feemcd to have acquired a degree of invete-

racy which was altogether without example.

We fhall now proceed to give a diltin6t account

of this ifland, its fituatiorij produdtions, and all its

convenienciesj particulars we were well enabled to

be minutely inftruifted in, during our three months
ftay there ; arid as it is the only commodious place in

thofe feas, where Britifti criiifers can refrefh after their

paffage round Cape Horn, and where they may re-

main for fome time without alarming the Spanifli

coaft, Mr. Anfon was particularly induftrious iri

directing the roads and coafts to be furveyed, and
other obfervations to be made, knowing, from his

own experience, of how great confequence thefe ma-
terials might prove to any Britifh veflels hereafter em-
ployed in thofe feas.

The ifland of Juan Fernandes lies irt the latitude of
33° -.40' fouth, and is a hundred and ten leagues

diftant from the continent of Chili. It is faid to have
received its name from a Spaniard, Who formerly

procured a grant of it, and refided there fome time with

a view of fettling on it, but afterward abandoned it.

The ifland is of an irregular figure j its greateft ex-

tent is between four and five leagues, and its greateft

breadth fomewhat ftiort of two leagues. The only

fafe anchoring- at this ifland is on the north fide, where

are three bays j the middlemoft, known by the name
of Cumberland Bay, is the wideft and deepeft, and

in all refpefts much the beft ; for the other two, de-

nominated the eaft and weft bays, are fcarcely more
than good landing places, where boats may conveni-

ently put their caflcs ori fhore.

As Cumberland Bay h by far the mod commodi-
ous road in the ifland •, fo it is advifeable for all fhips

to anchor on the weftern fide of this bay, within little

more than two cables length of the beach. Here
they may ride in forty fathom water, and be, in a
great meafure, flieltered from a large heavy fca, which
comes rolling in whenever an eaftern or a wefterri

Vol. Ill, T wind
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wind blows. It is however expedient, in this cafe, to

cackle or arm the cables with an iron chain, or good
rounding, for five or fix fathom from the anchor, to

fecure them from being rubbed by the foulnefs of the

ground.

A northerly wind, to which alone this bay is ex-

pofed, very rarely blew during our ftay here ; and as

it was then winter, it may be fuppofed, in ether fea-

fons, to be lefs frequent. Indeed, in thofe few in-

ftances, when it was in that quarter, it did not blow

with any great force : but this perhaps might be ow-

ing to the high-lands on the fouthward of the bay,

which checked its current, and thereby abated its

violence -, for we had reafon to fuppofe, that a few

leagues off, it blew with confiderable ftrength, fince

it fometimes drove before it a prodigious fea, in

which we rode fore-caftle in. But though the northern

winds are never to be apprehended, yet the fouthern

winds, which generally prevail here, frequently blow

off the land'in violent gufts and fqualls, which how-

ever rarely laft longer than two or three minutes.

The northern part of this illand is compofed of

high craggy hills, many of them inacceflible, though

generally covered with trees. The foil of this part is

loofe and fhallow, fo that very, large trees on the hills

foon perifh for want of root, and are then eafily over-

turned; which occafioned the unfortunate death of

one of our failors, who being upon the hills in fearch

of goats, caught hold of a tree upon a declivity to

aflift him in his afcent, and this giving way, he im-

jmediately rolled down the hill, and though in his fail

he fattened on another tree of confiderable bulk, yet

that alio giving way, he fell amongft the rocks, and

was daihed to pieces. Mr. Brett likewife met with

an accident only by refting his back againft a tree,

near as large about as himfelf, which ftood on a flope;

for the tree giving way, he fell to a confiderable dif-

tance, thoiigli without receiving any injury. Our
prifoners (whom, as will be related in the fequel, wc

afterward
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afterward brought in here) remarked, that the ap-

pearance of the hills in fome part of the ifland refem-

bled that of ihe mountains in Chili, where the gold

is found: fo that it is not impoflible but mines might

be difcoveed here. We obferved, in fome places,

feveral hills of a peculiar fort of red earth, exceeding

Vermillion in colour, which, perhaps, on examina-

tion, might prove ufeful for many purpofes. The
fouthern, or rather the fouth weft part of the ifland,

is widely different from the reft, being dry, ftony,

deftitute of trees, and very flat and low, compared
with the hills on the northern part. This part of

the ifland is never frequented by fliips, being fur-

rounded by a fteep fliore, and having little or no frefli

water; and befide, it is expofed to the foutherly

wind, which generally blows here the whole year

round, and in the winter iolftice very hard.

The trees of which the woods on the northern fide

of the ifland are compofed, are moft of them aroma-

tics, and of many differenc forts : there are none of

them of a fize to yield any confiderable timber, ex-

cept the myrtle-trees j whi h are the largeft on the

ifland, and lupplied u'; with all the timber we made
ufe of i but even thefe would not work to a greater

length than forty feet. The top of the myrtle-tree

is circular, and appears as uniform and regular, as if

it had been clipped by art •, it bears on its bark an

cxcrelcence like mofs, which in tafte and fmell re-

fembles garlic, and v^as ufed by our people inftead

of it. We found here too the pimento- tree and like-

wife the cabbage-tree, though in no great plenty.

And. befide a great number of plants of various kinds,

which V e were not botanifts enough either to de-

fcribe, or attend to; we found here almoft all the

vegetables, which are ufually efteemed to be particu-

larly adapted to the cure of thofe fcorbutic diforders,

which are contracted by fait diet and long voyages.

Thefe vegetables, with the fifli and flefti we got here,

Y 2 were "Ji"
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were not only extremely grateful to ou r palates, after th?

long courfe of fait diet which we had been confined to

but were likewile of the moft falutary confequence to

our fick, and of no mean fervice to thofe who were

well.

To the vegetables I have already mentioned, of

which wc made perpetual ufe, I muft add, that we

found many acres of ground covered with oats and

clover.

The excellence of the climate and the loofenefs of

the foil render this place extremely proper for all kinds

of vegetation -, for if the ground be any where acci-

dentally turned up, it is immediately overgrown with

turnips and Sicilian radilhes; Mr. Anfon therefore

having with him garden-feeds of all kinds, and ftones

of different forts of fruits, he, for the better acccm-

modation of his countrymen who Ihould hereafter

touch here, fowed both lettuces, carrots, and other

garden plants, and fet in the woods a great variety of

plumb, apricot, and peach ftones : and thefc laft he

has been informed have fince thriven to a very re-

markable degree.

This may in general fuffice as to the foil and vege-

table produdlions of this place : but the face of the

country, at leaft of the north part of the ifland, is

fo extremely fingular, that I cannot avoid giving it

a particular confideration. I have already taken no-

tice of the wild, inhofpitable air with which it firft

appeared to us, and the gradual improvement of this

uncouth landfcape as we drew nearer, till we were at

Jaft captivated by the numerous beauties we difcover-

ed on the fliore. And muft now add, that we found,

during the time of our refidence there, that the in-

land parts of the ifland did no ways fall fhort of the

fanguine prepoffefllons which we firft entertained in

their favour. For the woods, which covered moft of

the fteepeft hills, were free from all bulhes and under-

wood, and afforded an eafy paffage through every par:

of them ; and the irregularities of the hills and preci-

I pices,
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plccs, in the northern part of the ifland, necefiarily

traced out by their various combinations a great num-
ber of romantic vallies-, molt of which had a ftream

of the cleareft water running through them, that tum-
bled in cafcadcs from rock to rock, as the bottom of

the valley, by the courfe of the neighbouring hills,

was at any time broken into a fudden fharp defcent

:

lome particular fpots occurred in thefe vallies, where

the fliade and fragrance of the contiguous woods, the

loftinefs of the overhanging rocks, and the rranfpa-

rency and frequent falls of the neighbouring ftreams,

prefented fcenes of fuch elegance and dignity, as

would with difficulty be rivalled- in any other part of

the globe. It is in this place, perhaps, that the Am-
ple produdlions of unaflifted nature may be faid to

excel all the fidtitious defcriptions of the mod ani-

mated imagination. I (hall finifli this article with a

fhort account of that fpot where the commodore
pitched his tent, and which he made choice of for his

ovvn refidence, though I defpairof conveying an ade-

quate idea of its beauty. The piece of ground which
he chofe was a fmall lawn, that lay on a little afcent,

at the diftance of about half a mile from the fea. In

the front of his tent there was a large avenue cut

through the woods to the fea-Iide, which floping to

the water with a gentle defcent, opened a profpedt

of the bay and the Ihips at anchor. This lawn was
fcreened behind by a tall wood of myrtle fweeping

round it, in the form of a theatre, the flope on
which the wood flood, rifmg with a much (harper

afcent than the lawn itfelf j though not fo much, but

that the hills and precipices within land towered up
confiderably above the tops of the trees, and added
to the grandeur of the view. There were, befide,

two ftreams of cryftal water, which ran on the right

and left of the tent, within an hundred yards diftance,

and were ihaded by the trees which Ikirting the lawn
on either fide, compleated the fymmctry of the

whole.

y 3 Former
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Former writers have related, that this ifland

abounded with vaft numbers of goats, and their ac-

counts are not to be q lenioned, this place being the

uiual haunt of the buccaneers and privateers, who
formerly frequented tholb feas. And there are two
inftances-, one of a Mufquito Indian, and the other

of Alexander Selkirk, a Scotchman, who were left

there by their refpedive Ihips, and lived alone upon
this ifland for forne years, and confequently were no

ftrangers to its produce, ^elkirk, who was the laft,

after a ftay of between four and five years, was taken

off the place by the Duke and Duchefs privaieers of

Briftol, as may be feen at large in the journal of their

voyage *. His manner of life, during his folitude,

was in mod particulars very remarkable ; but there is

one circumftance he relates, which was ftrangely ve-

rified by our own obfervation. He tells us, amonglt

other things, that as he often caught more goats than

he wanted, he fometimes marked their ears and let

them go. This was about thirty-two years before our

arrival at the ifland. Now it happened, that the

firft goat that was killed by our people at their land-

ing had its ears flit, whence we concluded, that he

had doubtlefs been formerly under the power of Sel-

kirk. This was indeed an animal of a moft vener-

able afpeft, dignified with an exceeding majeftic

jbeard, and with many other fymptoms of antiquity.

During ovir (\^y on the ifland, we met with others

pnarked in the fame manner, all the males being diilin-

guiflicd by an exuberance of beard, and every other

charatterillic of extreme age.

But the Spaniards being informed of the advantages

which the buccaneers and privateers drew from the pro-

yifions which goat-flefli here furnilhed them with,

have endeavoured to e^^tirpate the breed, thereby to

deprive their enemies of this relief. For this purpofe,

jhey ppt pi\ fliore great numbers of large dogs, who

• See p. 137 of this volume.

have
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have increafed apace, and have dellroyed all the goats

in the acccflible part of the coiintiy ; fo that there

now remain only a few amonglt the craggs and preci-

pices, where the dogs cannot follow them. By this

means we found it extremely difficult to kill them

;

and yet we were fo defirous of their flefh, which we
all agreed much refembled veniibn, that we got

knowledge, I believe, of all their herds, and it was
conceived, by comparing their numbers together,

that they fcarcely exceeded two hundred upon the

whole iQand. Thefe dogs, who are matters of all the

acceffible parts of the illand, are of various kinds,

fome of them very large, and are multiplied to a pro-

digious degree. They fometimes came down to our

habitations at night, and ftole our provifions j and

once or twice they fet upon fingle perfons, but affift-

ance being at hand, they were driven off without do-

ing any mifchief. As at prefent it is rare for goats

to fall in their way, we conceived that they lived

principally upon young feals -, and indeed fome of our

people had the curiofity to kill dogs fometimes an4
drefs them, and it feemed to be agreed that they had
a filhy tafte.

Goats-flelh being fcarce, and our people growing

tired of fi(h, they at laft condefcended to eat feals,

which by degrees they came to relifli, and called it

lamb. The feal, numbers of which haunt this ifland,

hath been fo often mentioned by former writers, that

it is unncccffary to fay any thing particular about

them in this place. But there is another amphibious

creature to be met with here, called a fca-lion, that

bears fome refemblance to a feal, though, it is much
larger. This too we eat under the denomination of
beef; and as it is io extraordinary an animal, it well

merits a particular defcription. They are in fize,

when arrived at their full growth, from twelve to

twenty feet in length, and from eight to fifteen in

circumference : they are extremely fat, fo that after

cut through the fkin, which is about an inch in thick-

Y 4 nefs.
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pefs, there is at leaft a foot of fat before you cz^ti

fcome at either lean or bones -, and we experienced

more than once, that the fat of fome of the largeft

afforded a butt of oil. They are likewife very

full of blood, for if they are deeply wounded in

a dozen places, there will inftantly gufh out as many
fountains of blood, fpouting to a confiderable dill

tance : and fo try what quantity of blood they con-

tained, we *hot one firft, and then cut its throat, and

meafuring the blood that came from him, we found,

^hat befides what remained in the veflels, which to be

iure was confiderable, we got at leaft two hogfheads.

Their (kins are covered with fhort hair of a light dun

colour, but their tails and their Qns, which ferve them

for feet on (bore, are almoft black; and are divided

at the ends like fingers ; the web which joins them

yiot reaching to the extremities, and each of thefe

fingers is furnilhcd with a nail. They have a diftart

yefcmblance to an overgrown feal, though in fome

particula,rs there is a manifeft difference between

them, elpecially in the males. Thefe have a large

ihout or trunk hanging down five or fix inches below

the end of the upper jaw ; which the females have

not, and this renders the countenance of the male and

female eafy to be diftinguifhed from each other -, and

befides, the males are of a much larger fi?e. Thefe

animals divide their time equally between the lan^

and fea, continuing at fea all the fumm^r, and com-

ing on fliore at the fetting in of the winter, where

they refide during the whole f^afon. In this interval

they bring forth their young, and have generally two

at a birth i which they fupkle, being at firft about the

fize of a full grown feal. During the time thefe fea-

iions continue on fliore, they feed on the grafs which

grows near the banks of the frefti water ftreams ; and,

when not employed on feeding, fleep in herds in the

moft miry places th^y can find oyt. As they feem to

be of a lethargic difpofition, and are not eafily

^wakened, eaph herd was obfervcd to place fome of
" " • '

'

their
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jheir males at a diftance, in the nature of centinels,

v?ho never failed to alarm, whenever any one attempt-

ed to moled, or even to approach them : and they

were very capable of alarming, even at a confider-

able diftance, for the noife they make is very loud

and of di^erent kinds, fometimes grunting like hogs,

and at other times Ihorting like horfes in full vigour.

They often, efpecially the males, have furious battles

with each other, principally about their females.

We were one day extremely lurprized by the fight of

two animals, which at firft appeared different . from

all we had ever obferved -, but, on a nearer approach,

they proved to be two fea-lions, who had been gor-

ing each other with their teeth, and were covered over

with blood; one of them, whom, from his fize and

luperiority, the fearaen ufed to call the Bafhaw, gene-

rally lay furrounded with a feraglio of females, which

no other male dared to approach ; and he had not ac-

quired that pre-eminence without many bloody con-

tefts, of which the marks flill remained in the nume-
rous fears whir^ were vifible in every part of his

body. We ki lany of them for food, particu-

larly for their i.^^iis and tongues, which we eiteemed

exceeding good eating, and preferable even to thofe

of bullocks: in general there was no difficulty in kill-

ing them, for they were incapable either of efcaping

or refilling -, as their motion is the moft unwieldy that

can be conceived, their blubber, all the time they

are moving, being agitated in large waves under their

(kins. However, a failor one day being carelefsly em-
ployed in fkinning a young fea-lion, the female, from
whence he had taken it, came upon him unperceiv-

pd, and getting his head in her mouth, Ihe with her

teeth fcored his (kull with notches in many places,

and thereby wounded him fo defperately, that, though
all poflible care was taken of him, he died in a few
days.

Thefe are the principal animals which we found

Ifipon the illand, : for we faw but few birds, and thofe

chiefly

i
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chiefly hawks, blackbirds vis, and humming bfrds.

We law not the Parc'-ia which burrows in the
ground, and which former /writers have mentioned to

be found here ; but as we often met with their holes,

we fuppofed that the dogs had deftroyed them, as

they have almoft done the cats : for thefe were very

numerous in Selkirk's time, butVe faw not above one
or two during our whole ftay. However, the rats

ftill keep their ground, and continue here in great

numbers, and were very troublefome to us, by infefl-

ing our tents nightly.

But that which furnilhed us with the moft delicious

repafts at this ifland, remains ftili to be defcribed.

This was the filh, with which the whole bay was moft

plentifully ftored, and with the greateft variety : for

we found here cod of a prodigious fize ; and by the

report of fome of our crew, who had been formerly

employed in the Newfoundland fifhery, not in lefs

plenty than is to be met with on the banks of that

ifland. We caught alfo cavallies, gropers, large

breams, maids,, filverfifli, congers of a peculiar kind,

and above all, a black fifli which we molt efteemed,

called by fome a chimney fwceper, in (hape refembling

a carp. Befide the filh we have already mentioned,

we found here one delicacy in greater perfedion, both

as to lize, flavour, and quantity, than is perhaps to

be met with in any other part of the world : this was

fea Cray fifli j they generally weighed eight or nine

pounds apiece, were of a moft excellent tafte, and lay

in llich abundance, near the water's edge, that the

boac-hooks often ftruck into them, in putting the boat

CO.and from the fliore.

Having thus given the reader fome idea of the fite

and circumftances of this place, which was to be our

refidence for three months; I (hall now proceed to

relate all that occurred to us in that interval.

The arrival of the Tryal floop at this iflandfo, foon

after we came there ourfelves, gave us great hopes of

being
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being fpeedily joined by the reft of the fquadron; and

we were for fome days continually looking oiitj in ex-

pecflation of their coming in fight. But near a fort-

night being elapfed, without any of them having ap-

peared, we began to defpair of ever meeting them
again-, as v;e knew that, had our (hip continued fo

much longer at fea, we fhould every man of us have

peri/hed.

But on the 21ft of June, fome of our people from

an eminence on fliore, difcerned a (hip to leeward,

with her courfes even with the horizon ; and they,

at the fame time, particularly obferved, that Ihe

had no fail abroad except her courfes and her maia
topfail. This circumftance made them conclude

that it was one of our fquadron, which had pro-

bably fuffered in her fails and rigging as fevere-

ly as we had done : but they were prevented from

forming more definite conjectures about her-, for,

after viewing her for a fhort time, the weather

grew chick and hazy, and they loft fight of her. Oit

this report, and no (hip appearing for Ibme days after,

we were all under the greate(l concern, fufpeiling

that her people might be in the utmoft diftrefs for want

of water, and fo diminifhed and weakened by fick-

nefs . as not to be able to ply up to windward : fo

that we feared that, after having been in fight of the

idand, her whole crew would notwithftanding perifh

at fea. However, on the 26th, towards noon, we
difcerned a fail in the north-eaft quarter, which we
conceived to be the very fame (liip that had been feen

before, and our conjectures proved true : and about

one o'clock (he approached fo near, that we could

diftinguifli her to be the Gloucefter. As we had no
doubt of her being in great diftrefs, the commodore
immediately ordered his boat to her afliftance, laden

with fre(h water, fifh and vegetables, which was a

very feafonable relief to, them ; for our apprehenfions

of their calamities appeared to be but too well

grounded, as perhaps there never was a crew in a

more

i
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more diftrefled fituation. They had already thrown
over-board two thirds of their complement, and ot

thofe which remained alive, fcarcely any were cap-

able of doing duty, except the officers and their fer-

vants. They had been a confiderable time at the

imall allowance of a pint cf frelh water to each man
for twenty-four hours, and yet they had fo little left,

that, had it not been for the fupply we fent them,

they muft ibon have died of third. The (hip plied

in within three miles of the bay ; but, the winds and

currents being contrary, fhe could not reach the road.

However, fhe continued in the offing the next day;

but as flie had no chance of coming to an anchor, un-

lefs the wind and currents fhifted •, the commodore
repeated his afliftance,- fending to her the Tryal's

boat manned with the Centurion's people, and a far-

ther fupply of water and other refrelhments. Cap^

tain Mitchel, the captain of the Gloucefter, was un-

der a neceffity of detaining both this boat and that

fent the preceding day ; for without the help of their

crews, he had no longer ftrength enough to navigate

the fliip. In this tantalizing fituation the Gloucefter

continued, for near a fortnight, without being able

to fetch the road, though frequently attempting it,

and at fome times bidding very fair for it. On the

.9th of July, we obferved her ftretching away to the

caflward at a confiderable diftance, which we fuppof-

ed was with a dcfign to get to the fouthward of the

iiland ; but as we foon loft fight of her, and (he did

not appear for near a week, we were prodigioufly

concerned, knowing that fhe muft be again in extreme

diftrefs for want of water. After great impati'^nce

about her, we difcovered her once more on the 16th,

endeavouring to come round thd eaftern point of the

iriand-, but the wind, ftill blowing diredtly from the

biy prevented her getting nearer than within four

leagues of the land. On this, captain Mitchel made

fionals of diftrefs, and our long-boat was fent to him

witli 2 ftore of water, and plenty of filh, and other

refrefhmems.
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refrelliments. And the long boat being not to be

rpared, the cockfwain had pofitive orders from the

commodore to return again immediately, but the

weather proving ftormy the next day, and the boat

not appearing, we much feared (he was loft, which
would have proved an irretrievable misfortune to us

all. However, the third day after, we were relieved

from this anxiety by the joyful fight of the long-

boat's fails upon the water ; on which we fent the

cutter immediately to her afliftance, who towed her

along fide in a few hours ; when we found that the

crew of our long-boat had taken in fix of the Glou-

ceft:er's fick men to bring them on fliore, two of

which had died in the boat. We nov/ learnt that the

Gloucefter was in a mofl: dreadful condition, having

fcarcely a man in health on board, except thofe they

received from us : and, number^ of their fick dying

daily, it appeared that, had it not been for the lalt

fupply fent by our long-boat, both the healthy and

difeafed muft have all periibed together for want of

water. Thefe calamities were the more terrifying, as

they appeared to be without remedy : for the Glou-

cefter had already fpent a month in her endeavours

to fetch the bay, and fhe was now no farther advanced

than at the firfl: moment flie made the ifland ; on the

contrary, the people on board her had worn out all

their hopes of ever fucceeding in it, by the many ex-

periments they had made of its difficulty. Indeed,

the fame day her fituation grew more defperate than

ever, for after Ihe had received our laft fupply of re-

frefhments, we again loft fight of her-, fo that we in

general defpaired of her ever coming to an anchor.

Thus was this unhappy veflel bandied about wichin

a few leagues of her intended harbour, whilft the

neighbourhood of that place and of thofe circum-

Itances, which could alone put an end to the cala-

mities they laboured under, ferved only to aggravate

their diftrefs, by torturing them with a view of the

relief it was not in their power to reach. But fiie was
at laft delivered from thi& dreadful fituation, at a

time
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time when we lead expeifted it ; for after having loft

fight of her for feveral days, we were pleafingly fur-

prized, on the morning of the 23d of July, to fee

her open the north eaft point of the bay with a flow-

ing fail ; when we immediately difpatched what boats

we had to her afliftance, and in an hour's time from
our firft perceiving her, (he anchored fafe within us ia

the bay. And now we were more particularly con-

vinced of the importance of the afliftance and refrefli-

ments we fo often fent them, and how impoflible it

would have been for a man of them to have furvived,

had we given lefs ^attention to their wants. For not-

withftanding the water, the greens, and frefti provi-

fions which we fupplied them with, and the hands we
fent them to navigate the ftiip, by which the fatigue

of their own people was diminiflied, their fick reliev-

ed, and the mortality abated ; notwithftanding this

indulgent care of the commodore, they yet buried

above three fourths of their crew, and a very fmall

proportion of the remainder were capable of aflifting

in the duty of the (ii'ip. On their coming to anchor,

our firft endeavours were to afllft them in mooring,

and our next to fend their fick on ftiore . thefe were

now reduced by deaths to lefs than fourfcore, of which

we expefted to lofe the greateft part; but whether it

was, that thofe fartheft advanced in the diftemper

were all dead, or that the greens and frtfli provifions

we had fent on board had prepared thofe which re-

mained , for a more fpeedy recovery, it happened,

contrary to our expectation, that their fick were in

general relieved and reftored to their ftrength, in a

much fliorter time than our own had been when we
firft came to the ifland, and very few of them died on

ihore.

After thus giving an account of the principal

events, relating to the arrival of the Glouceft^r, in

one continued narration, I fliall only add, that we
never were joined by any other of our Qiips, except

our vidualler, the Anna Pink, who came in about

the middle of Auguft.
• Our

water went
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• Our next employment, after fending our fick on

Ihore from the Ceneurion, was cleafing our (hip and
filling our water. The firft of thefe meafures was indif-

penfably neceflary to our future health; as the

numbers of lick and our deplorable fituatiori at fta,

had rendtred the decks moft intolerably bathfome.

The filling our wateV appeared not leA; eflential

to our fecurity, as we had realbn to apprehend

that accidents might intervene, which would ob-

lige us to quit the ifland at a very fhort warning.

For fome appearances we had difcovered on (hore

upon our firft landing, gave vis grounds to believe,

that there were Spanifh cruifers in thefe feas, which

had left the ifland but a fliort time before our arrival,

and might pofTibly return thither again. The cir-

cumftances, which gave rife to thefe reflexions were

our finding on fhore feveral pieces of earthen jars,

which appeared to bs frelh broken; we faw too,

many heaps of afhes, and near them fifh- bones and
pieces of fifh, befide whole filb, which were but

juft beginning to decay. Thefe were certain indi-

cations that there had been fhips at this place

but a fhort time before we came there * ; and as

all Spanifli merchant-men are inftruded to avoid

the ifland, on account o£ its being the common ren-

dezvous of their enemies, we concluded thofe who
had touched here to be fhips of force : and not know-
ing that Pizarro was returned to Buenos Ayres, and
ignorant what ftrength might have been fitted out at

Callao, we were under fome concern for our fafety.

For notwithftanding the rank of our fhip, which
would only have aggravated our difhonour, there was
fcarcely a privateer fent to fea, that was not then an

over-match for us. However, our fears on this head
proved imaginary.

Whilft the cleaning our fhip and the filling our

water went on, we let up a large copper-oven on

• See thefe appearances accounted for, in Ulloa's voyage, at the

latter end of our firft volume.

2 fliore
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fhorc near the fick tents, in which we baked bread
every day for the Ihip's company ; for being extreme-

ly defirous of recovering our fick as foon as pofllble

we conceived that new bread, added to their greens

and frefh fifh, might prove a powerful article in their

relief. Indeed we had all imaginable reafon to endea-

vour at the augmenting our prefent ftrength, as every

little accident, which to a full crew would be infifrnj,

ficant, was extremely alarming in our prefent helplefs

fituation : of this, we had a troublefome inftance the

30th of June ; for at five in the morning, we were

aftonifhed by a violent guft of wind diredly off Ihore,

which inflantly parted our fmall bower cable about

ten fathom from the ring of the anchor : the Ihip at

once fwung off to the beft bower, which happily

ftood the violence of the jerk, and brought us up

with two cables an end in eighty fathom. At this

time wc had not above a dozen leamen in the fhip,

and we were apprehcnfive, if the fquall continued,

that we fiiould be driven to fea in this wretched con-

dition. However, we fent the boat on (hore, to

bring off all who were capable of adbingi and the

wind, foon abating of its fury, gave us an opportu-

nity of receiving the boat back again with reinforce-

ment. With this additional ilrength we immediately

went to work, to heave in what remained of the

cable, which we fufpected had received fome damage
from the foulnefs of the ground before it parted

5

and, agreeable to our conjecture, we found that feven

fathom and an half of the outer end had been rubbed,

and rendered unferviceable. In the afternoon, we

bent the cable to the fpare anchor, and got it over

the fliip's fide ; and the next morning, July i, be-

ing favoured with the wind in gentle breezes, we

warped the {hip in again, and let go the anchor in

forty-one fathom -, the eaftermoft point now bearing

from us eaft one halffouth; the weflermoft north

well by vCTeft; and the bay as before, fouth fouEh

well i a fituation in which wc remained fecure for the

future.^
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future. However, we wcie much concerned for the

lols of our anchor, and fwept frequently for it, in

hopes to have recovered it ; but the buoy having

funk at the very inftant that the cable parted, we were

never able to find it.

And now as we advanced in July, fome of our men
being tolerably recovered, the ftrongeft of them were

put upon cutting down trees, and fplitting them into

billets; while others, who were too weak for this

employ, undertook to carry the billets by one at a

time to the water-fide ; this they performed, fome of

them with the help of crutches, and others fupported

by a fingle (lick. We next fent the forge on ftiore,

and employed our fmiths, who were but juft capable

of working, in mending our chain-plates, and other

broken and decayed iron work. We began too the

repairs of our rigging; but as we had not junk
enough to make fpun-yarn, we deferred the general

overhale, in hopes of the daily arrival of the Glou-
cefter, who we knew had a great quantity ofjunk on
board. However, that we might difpatch as fafl as

poffible in our refitting, we fet up a large tent on the

beach for the fail-makers ; and they were immediate-

ly employed in repairing our old fails, and making
us new ones. Thefe occupations, with our cleanl-

ing and watering the (hip, the attendance on our fick,

and the frequent relief fent to the Gloucefter, were
the principal tranfaftions of our infirm crew, till the

arrival of the Gloucefter at an anchor in the bay.

And then captain Mitchel waiting on the commo-
dore, informed him, that he had been forced by the

winds, in his laft abfeace, as far as the fmall iCiind

called Mafa-Fuero, lying about twenty-two leagues

to the weftward of Juan Fernandes ; and that he en-

deavoured to fend his boar, on fhorc there for water,

of which he could obferve feveral ftreams, but the

wind blew fo ftrong upon the fhore, and occafioned

iiich a furf, that it was impofliblc for the boat to

land; though the attempt was not altogether ufe-

VoL.IIl. Z lefs.
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Ids, for his people returned with a boat load of fi(h.

This iQand had been reprefentcd by former naviga-

tors as a barren rock ; but captain Mitchel aflurcd

the commodore, that it was almoft every where

covered with trees and verdure, and was near four

miles in length : and added, that it appeared to hini

far from impoffible, but fome fmall bay might be

found on it, which might afford fufficient flielter for

any (hip delirous of refrefhing there.

As four ihips of our fquadron were miffing, this

defcription of the ifland of Mafa Fuero gave rife to a

conjecture, that fome of them might poffibly have

fallen in with that ifland, and might have miftakcn it

for the true place of our rendezvous. This fufpicion

was the more plaufible, as we had no draught of ei-

ther ifland that could be relied on : and therefore,

Mr. Anfon determined to fend the Tryal (loop thither,

as foon as (he could be fitted for the fea, in order to

examine at all its bays and creeks, that we might be

fatisficd whether any of our mifTmg Ihips were there or

not. It was the 4th of Auguft before the Tryal was

in readinefs to fail, when, having weighed, it foon

after fell calm, and the tide fet her very near the

caftern fhorc; captain Saunders hung out lights, and

fired feveral guns to acquaint us with his danger

;

upon which all the boats were fcnt to his relief, who

towed the (loop into the bay -, where (he anchored

until the next morning, and then weighing again,

proceeded on her cruife with a fair breeze.

And now, after the Gloucefter's arrival, we were

employed in earn^H in examining and repairing our

rigging j but in the (tripping our foremaft, we were

alarmed by difcovering it was fprung juft above the

partners of the upper deck. The fpring was two

inches in depth, and twelve in circumference; how-

ever, the carpenters on infpedting it, gave it as their

opinion, that filhing it with two leaves of an anchor-

flock, would render it as fecure as ever. But, be-

fide this defed: in our ma(t, we had other difficulties

.-.-. _ ... . ia
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in refitting, from the want of cordage and canvas ;

for chough we had taken to Tea much greater quan-

tities of both, than had ever been done before, yet

the continued bad weather we met with, had occa-

fioned fuch a confumption of ihefe (lores, that we
were driven to great ftraits ; as after working up all

our junk and old fhrouds, to make twice-laid cord-

age, we were at lad obliged to unlay a cable to work
into running rigging. And with all the canvas, and
remnants of old fails that could be muftered, we
could only make up one complete fuit.

Toward the middle of Auguft our men being in-

differently recovered^ they were permitted to quit

their fick tents, and to build feparate huts for them-
felves *, as it was imagined, that by living apart, they

would be much cleanlier, and confequently likely to

recover their ftrength the fooner; but at the far-c

time particular orders were given, that on the firing

of a gun from the (hip, they Ihould inftantly repair to

the water-fide. Their employment on (hore was now
either the procuring of refre(!iments, the cutting of
wood, or the making of oil from the blubber ot the

fea-lions. This oil (ervcd us for feveral purpofes, as

burning in lamps, or mixing with pitch to pay the

ihip*s fides, or, when worked up with wood-afhes,

to lupply the u(c of tallow (ofwhich we had none left)

to give the (hip boot-hofe tops. Some of the men
too were occupied in faking of cod ; for there being

two Newfoundland fifhermcn in the Centurion, the

commodore fee them about laying in a confiderablc

quantity of faked cod for a lea (tore, though very

little of it was ufcd, as it was afterward though'- to be

as produdtive of the fcurvy, as any other kind .1 fait

provilions. ' r. <
•

I have before-mentioned, that we had a copper-

oven on (hore to bake bread for the fick - but it hap^

pened that the greateft part of the flour, for the ufe

of the fquadron, was on board the Anna Pink : but

the Tryal (loop, ac her, arrival, informed us, that on
... . Z 2 the



340 ANSON'S VOYAGEj jt

the 9th of May fhe had fallen in with our viclualler,

not far diftant from the continent of Chili •, and had
kept company with her for four days, when they were
parted in a hard gale of wind. This afforded us fome
room to hope that fhe was fafe, and that (he might
join us -, but all June and July being paft without any

news of her, we then gave her over for loft -, and at

the end of July the commodore ordered all the fhips

to a ihort allowance of bread. Nor was it in our

bread only, that we feared a deficiency •, for fince

our arrival at this ifland, we difcovered that our purfcr

had negleded to take on board large quantities of fe-

veral kinds of provifions, which the commodore had

cxprefsly ordered him to receive ; fo that the fuppol-

ed lofs of our vidualler, was on all accounts a morti-

fying confideration. However, on Sunday, the i6th

of Auguft, about noon we efpied a fail in the north-

ern quarter, and a gun was immediately fired from

the Centurion, to call off the people from fhore

;

who readily obeyed the fummons, repairing to the

beach, where the boats waited to carry them on

board. And being now prepared for the reception of

this (hip in view, whether friend or enemy, we had

various fpeculations about her : at firft, many ima-

gined it to be the Tryal (loop returned from her

cruife ; though as (he drew nearer, this opinion was

confuted, by obferving (he was a veffel with three

tnafts. Then other conje61:ures were eagerly can-

vaffed, fome judging it to be the Severn, others the

Pearl, and feveral affirming that it did not belong to

our fquadron : but about three in the afternoon our

difputes were ended, by an unanimous perfuafion that

it was our victualler the Anna Pink. This (hip,

though, like the Gloucefter, (he had fallen in to the

northward of the ifland, had yet the good fortune to

come to an anchor in the bay, at five in the after-

noon. Her arrival gave us all the grcatcft joy j for

each (hip*s company was immediately rcflorcd to

their full allowance of bread, and wc were now
freed
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freed from the apprehenfions of our provifions fall-

ing fhort, before we could reach fome amicabljc

port i a calamity, which in thefe feas is of all others

the moft irretrievable. This was the laft Ihip that

joined us ; and the dangers fhe encountered, and

the good fortune which fhe afterwards met, are

matters worthy of a feparate narration.

On the firft appearance of the Anna Pink, it

feemed wonderful to us how the crew of a velfel,

which came to this rendezvous two months after

us, Ihould be capable of working their fliip in the

manner they did, with fo little appearance of de-

bility and diftrefs : but this difficulty was-foon fcl-

ved when Ihe came to an anchor*, for we then

found that they had been in a harbour fince thf
middle of May, which was near a month before

we arrived at Juan Fernandes : fo that their fuf-

ferings (the rifque they had run of Ihipwreck only

excepted) were greatly fhort of what had been un-

dergone by the reft of the fqwadron. It feems, on
the 1 6th of May, they fell in with the land, which
was then but four leagues diftant, in the latitude

of 45'' 15' fouth. On the firft fight of it they wore

ihip, and ftood to the fouthward, but their fore

topfail fplitting, and the wind being weft fouth-weft,

they drove toward the Ihore •, and the captain at

laft, either unable to clear the land, or, as others

fay, relblvfid to keep the fea no longer, fteered for

the coaft, with a view of difcovering fome fhelter

amongft the many i(lands which then appeared in

fight. The Pink had the good fortune to come
to anchor to the eaftward of the ifland of Inchin

;

but as they did not run fuffi'ciently near to the eaft

Ihore of that ifland, and had not hands enough to

veer away the cable brifkly, they were foon driven

to the eafbvard, deepening their water from twenty-

five fathom to thirty-fi ^i and ftill continuing to

drive, they, the next day, the 1 7th of May, let go

their fheet-anchor. This, though it brought them
Z 3 up

i 1:,
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up for a (hort time, yet, on the i8th, they drove
again, and were now within a mile of the land
and expeded to be forced on Ihore every moment'
in a place where the coaft wa^ fo very high and
ftccp too, that there was not the leail prol'peft of
feving the fhip or cargo: as there was no appear-
ance of a landing-place, the whole crew confiding

of fixteen men and boys, ^ave themfelves over for

loft, apprehending, that if any of them, by fome
extraordinary chance fhoiild get on fhore, they would,

in all probability, be maflacred by the favages on
the coaft : for thefe, knowing no other Europeans
but Spaniards, it might be expedled they would treat

all ftrangers with the fame cruelty, which they had

fo often and fo fignally exerted againft their Spanifli

neighbours. Under thefe terrifying circumftances,

the Pink drove n^Rrer and nearer to the rocks which

formed the fliore-, but at laft, when the crew ex-

pe«Jled each inftant to ftrike, they perceived a fmall

opening in rhe land, which raifed their hopes •, and

immediately cutting away their two anchors, they

fteered for it, and found it to be a fmall channel

•betwixt an ifland and the main, that led them into

a moft excellent harbour, which, for its fecuritv

againft all winds and fwells, and the fmoothnefs of

its water, may perhaps compare with any in the

known world.

Here (he continued for near two months, and here

"her people, who were many of them ill of the fcurvy,

were Joon reftored to perfeft health by the frefli

provifions, of which they procured good ftore, and

the excellent water with which the adjacent ihore

abounded. As this place muy prove of the utmoft

•importance to future navigators, who may be forced

upon this coaft by the wcfterly winds, which are al-

mort pLTpetual in that part of (he world, I fliall, be-

fore 1 enter into any farther particulars of the adven-

tures of the Pink, give the beft account I could

collc(5l of this i>ort, its fitiiation, convcniencies, and

-
,

pro-

more accur
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productions. Its latitude, which is indeed a mate-

rial point, is not well afccrtained, the Pink having

no obfervation either the day before (he came here,

or within a day of her leaving it : but it is lup*

pofed that it is not very diftant from 45* 30' ibuth,

and the large extent of the bay before the harbour,

renders this uncertainty of lefs moment. The i(land

of Inchin lying before the bay, is though c 1:0 be
one of the iflands of Chonos, which are mentioned

in the Spanidi accounts, as fpreading all along that

coaft, and are laid by them to be inhabited by a

barbarous people, famous for their hatred of the

Spaniards, and for their cruelties to fuch of that •

nation as have fallen into their hands. There are

feveral fine runs of excellent frelh water, which fall

into the harbour, fome of them fo luckily fituated,

that the cafks may be filled in the long-boat with an
hofe. The principal refrefhments they met with

in this port were greens, as wild celery, nettle-tops,

&c. (which after lb long a continuance at fea, they

devoured with great eageniefs) fhell filh and good
ftore of geefe, fiiags, and penguins. The climate,

though it was the depth of winter, was not re-

markably rigorous •, nor the trees, or ^he face of

the country deftitute of verdure •, whence in the

fummer many other fpecies of frefh provifion, be-

fide thefe here enumerated, might doubtlefs be found

there. "With all thefe advantages, this place is fb

far removed from the Spaniih frontier, and fo little

known to the Spaniards themfelves, that there is

reafon to fuppofe, that by proper precautions, a Ihip

might continue here undifcovered a long time. It

is moreover a poft of great defence, •, for by poflM*s-

ing the ifland that clofes up the harbour, and which
is acceflible in very few places, a fmall force might
fecure this port againft all the ffcrength the Spaniards

could mufter in that part of the world. AH thefe

circumftances feem to render this port worthy of a

more accurate examination -, and it is to be hoped,

. Z 4 that
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that the important ufes which this rude account of

it Iccms to luggelt, may hereafter recommend it to

the ai tcntion of thofe who are more immediately en-

trulled with the conduct of our naval affairs.

As to the people belonging to the Pink, being

only a few in number, they did not dare to detach

any of their people on diftant fearches •, fo that their

excurfions were generally confined to tliat tra6l ot"

land which furrounded the port, and where they

-were never out of view of the fhip. 1 iiough had

they at firft known how little foundation tliere was

for their fears, yet the country in the neighbour-

hood was fo grown up with wood, and traverred

with mountains, that it appeared impradicablt-

to penetrate: whence no account of the inland

parts could be expected from them. Indeed

they were able to difprove the relations given by

Spanifh writers, who have repreflnted this coall

as inhabited by a tierce and powerful people : for

they were certain that no fuch inhabitants were there

to be found, at leaft during the winter feafon i fincc

all the time they continued there, they law no more

than one Indian family, which came into the har-

bour in a Periagua, about a month after the arri

val of the Pink, and confided of an Indian near

forty years old, his wife and two children, one three

years of age, and the other Itill at the breaft. They

icemed to have with them all their property, which

was a dog and a cat, a lifhing-net, a hatchet, a

knife, a cradle, fonic bark of trees intended for the

covering of a hut, a reel, fome worded, a flint and

ftecl, and a few roots of a yellow hue and a very

difagrccable tade, which fervcd them for bread.

The madcr of the Pink, as foon as he perceived

them, lent his yaul, who brought them on board ;

and fearing led they might difcover liim, if they

were permitted to go away, he took, as he con-

ceived, proper precautions for fecuring them, but

without any mixture of ill ufage or violence: for

in
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in the day- time they were permitted to go where

they pleaied about the Ihip, but at night were

locked up in the forecaftle. As they were fed in

the fame manner with the reft of the crew, and were

often indulged with brandy, which they feemed

greatly to relifh, it did not at firft appear that they

were much diOatisfied with their fituation ; efpecially

as the mafter took the Indian on Ihore when he went

a {hooting, (who always feemed extremely delighted

when the mafter killed liis game) and as all the crew

treated them with great humanity : but it was foon

perceived, that though the woman continued eafy

and chearful, yet the man grew penfive and reftlcls

at his confinement. He feemed to be a perfon ot

good natural parts, and though not capable of con-

verfing with the Pink's people, otherwife than by
figns, was yet very curious and inquifitive •, and
fhewed great dexterity in the manner of making
himfelf underftood. But the ftrongeft proof his la-

gacity was the manner of his getting away ; for,

after being in cuftody on board the Pink eight days,

the fcuttle of tlie fore-caftle, where he and his fa-

mily were locked up every night, happened to be
unnailed, and the following night being extremely

dark and ftormy, he contrived to convey his wife

and phildren through the unnailed fcuttle, and then

over the (hip's fide, into the yaul -, and to prevent

being purfued, he cut away the long-boat and his

own periagua, which were towing a-ftern, and im-

mediately rowed a-ftiore. All this he conduced
with fo much diligence and fecrecy, that he was not

discovered till the noifc of his oars in the water, af-

ter he had put off from the ftiip, gave notice of his

elcape •, and then it was too late either to prevent or

to purfuc him, their boats being all adrift. The
It dian too, by this effort, befide the recovery of
his liberty, was in fome fort revenged on thofe who
iuid confined him, both by the perplexity they were

involved in from the lols of their boats, and by the

terror

11

*
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terror he threw them iii at his departure : for on the

firft alarm of the watch, who cried out. The Indians

!

the whole fhip was in the utmoft confufion, believ-

ing themfclves to be boarded by a fleet of armed
periaguas. : ' i

As it was fuppofed that he flill continued in the

woods in the neighbourhood of the port, where it

was feared he might fufFer for want of provifions,

they eafily prevailed upon the mailer to leave a quan-

tity of fuch food, as they thought would be moft

agreeable to him, in a particular part where they

imagined he would be likely to find it : and there

was reafon to conjet^ure, that this piece of huma-

nity was not altogether ufelels to him j for, on vi-

fiting the place fome time after, it was found that

the provifion was gone, and in a manner that made

them conclude it had fallen into his hands.

Biit however, though many of them were fatis-

fied that this Indian ftill continued near them ; yet

others would needs conclude, that he was gone to

the ifland of Chiloe, where they feared he would alarm

the Spaniards, and would foon return with a force

fufFicient to furprize the Pink. On this occafion the

matter of the Pink was prevailed on to omin firing

the evening gun •, for it muft be remembered, (<ind

there is a particular reafon hereafter for attending to

this circumftance) that the mafter, from an oftenta-

tious imitation of the practice of men of war, had

hitherto fired a gun every evening at the fetting of

the watch. This, he pretended, was to awe the ene-

my, if there was any within hearing, and to con-

vince them that the Pink was always on her guard ;

but it being now reprefented to him, that his great

lecurity was his concealment, and that the evening

gun. might pofTibly difcover him, and ferve to guide

the enemy to him, he was prevailed on to omit it for

the futui** : and his crew being now well rcfrefhed,

and t!;eir wood and water fufficiently repleniflied, he,

in a few days after the efcape of the Indian, put to

lea,
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fea, and had a fortunate paflage to the rendezvous at

the ifland of Juan Fernandes ; where he arrived on
the 1 6th of Auguft, as hath been already men-
tioned.

The remaining fhips of the fquadron were the Se-

vern, the Pearl, and the Wager ftore-fhip : the Se-

vern and Pearl parted company with the fquadron off

Cape Noir -, and, as we afterwards learnt, put bacic

to the Brafils : fo that of all the (hips which came into

the South Seas, the Wager, captain Cheap, was the

only one that was mifllng. This fliip had on board

a tew field- pieces mounted for land-fervice, together

with fome coehorn mortars, and feveral kinds of ar-

tillery ftores, and pioneers tools, intended for the ope-

rations on (hore : therefore, as the enterprize on Bal-

divia had been refolved on for the firft undertaking of
the fquadron, caprain Cheap was extremely foUicitous

that thefe materials, which were in his cuftody, might

be ready before Baldivia; that if the fquadron (hould

poflibly rendezvous there, (as he knew not the con-

dition they were then reduced to) no delay nor dif-

appointment might be imputed to him.

But whilft the Wager, with thefe views, was mak-
ing the bed of her way to her rendezvous off the

ifland of Socoro, whence (as there was little proba-

bility of meeting any of the fquadron there) fhe pro-

pofed to fteer diredly for Baldivia, (he made the land

on the 14th of May, about the latitude of47° fouth

;

and the captain exerting himfelf upon this occafion,

in order to get clear of it, he had the misfortune to

fall down the after- ladder, and diflocated his (boul-

der, which rendered him incapable of acting. This
accident, together with the crazy condition of the

(hip, which was little better than a wreck, pre-

vented her from getting off to fea, and entangled her

mor; and more with the land i infomuch that the

next morning, at day break, (he (Iruck on a funken

rock, and after bilged, and grounded between two
fmall iflands, at about a mu(kct-(hot from the (bore.

In
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In this fituation the (hip continued entire a lonc>

time, fo that all the crew had it in their power to

get fafe on (hore ; but a general confufion taking

place, numbers of them, inftead of confuhing their

iafety, or reflefting on their calamitous condition, fell

to pillaging the (hip, arming themfclves with the

firft weapons that came to hand, and threatening to

murder all who fhould oppofe them. This frenzy

was greatly heightened by the liquors they found on

board, with which they got fo extremely drunk, that

fome of them falling down between decks, were

drowned, as the water flowed into the wreck ; be-

ing incapable of raifing thsmfelves up and retreat-

ing from it. The captain therefore having done

his utmoft to get the whole crew on fliore, was at

Jaft obliged to leave the mutineers behind him,

and to follow his officers, and fuch as he had been

able to prevail on : but he did not fail to fend back

the boats, to perfuade thofe who remained, to have

fome regard to their prefervation ; though all his ef-

forts were for fome time without fuccefs. However,

the weather next day proving ftormy, and there be-

ing great danger or the Ihip's parting, they began

to be alarmed with the fears of perilhing, and were

defirous of getting to land : but it feems theirjmad-

nefs had not yet left them, for the boat not appear-

ing to fetch them off fo loon as they expeded, they at

laft pointed a four pounder, which was on the quar-

ter-deck, againft the hut where they knew the cap-

tain refided on (hore, and fired two (hot, which paf-

fed but juit over it.

From this Ipecimcn of the behaviour of part of the

crew, it will not be difficult to frame (bme conjedure

of the diforder and anarchy which took place when
they at lait got all on Ihore. For the men conceived,

that by the lois of the (hip, the authority of the of-

ficers was at an end; and, they being now on a de-

folate coaft, where fcarcely any other provifions could

fee got, except what (hould be laved out of the wreck,

this
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this was another unfurmountable fource of difcord j

fmce the working upon the wreck, and the fecuring

the provifions, fo that they might be preferved for

future exigencies as much as poffible, and the taking

care that what was neceflary for their prefent fubfift-

ence might be fparingly and equally diftributed,

were matters not to be broughj about but by difci-

pline and fubordination. This mutinous difpofition

o{ the people, ftimulated by the impulfes of im-
mediate hunger, rendered every regulation made
tor this purpofe ineffedual : fo that there were con-

unual concealments, frauds, and thefts, which ani-

mated each man againft his fellow, and produced in-

finite feuds and contefts, and rendered them utterly

ungovernable.

Befide thefe heart burnings occafioned by petu-

lance and hunger, there was another important point,

which fet the greateft part of the people at variance

with the captain. This was their differing with him
in opinion, on the meafures to be purfued in the pre-

fent exigency: for the captain was determined, if

poflible, to fit up the boats in the beft manner he

could, and to proceed with them to the northward.

Since having with him above an hundred men in

health, and having gotten fome fire-arms and am-
munition from the wreck, he did not doubt but they

could mafter any Spanifli veiTel they could encounter

with in thofe feas : and he thought he (hould not fail

of meeting with one in the neighbourhood of Chiloe

or Baldivia, in which, when he had taken her, he

intended to proceed to the rendezvous at Juan Fer-

nandes. He farther infilled, that ihould they light

on no prize by the way, yet the boats alone would
eafily carry them thither. But this was a fchpme,

that, however prudent, was no way reli(hcd by
the generality of his people •, for, being quite jaded

with the diftreflTes and dangers they had already run
through, they could not think of proiecuting an en-

terprize farther, which had hitherto proved fo dif-

allrous.
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aftrous. The common refolution therefore was, to

lengthen the long-boat, and with that and the reft of
the boats to fteer to the fouthward j to pafs through
the ftraits of Magellan, and to range along the eaft

fide ofSouth America, till they fhould arrive at Bra-

fil, where they doubted not to be well received, and
to procure a paflag^ to Great Britain. This projed
was at firll fight infinitely more hazardous and tedi-

ous than what was propofed by the captain i but as

it had the air of returning home, and flattered thr^m

with the hopes of bringing them once more to their

native country, that circumftance alone rendered them
inattentive to all its inconveniencies, and made them
adhere to it with inl'urmountable obftinacy. So that

the captain himfelf, though he never changed his

opinion, was yet obliged to give way to the torrent,

and in appearance to acquiefce in this refolution, whilft

he endeavoured underhand to give it all the obftruc-

tion he could; particularly in the lengthening of the

long-boat : this he contrived fhould be of fuch a

fize, that though it might ferve to carry thern to Juan

Fernandes, would yet, he hoped, appear incapable

of fo long a navigation, as that to the coall of

Brafil.

But the captain, by his fteady oppofition at firft

to this favourite projedl, had much embittered the

people againft him -, to which likewife the following

unhappy accident greatly contributed. There was

a midlhipman whofe name was Cozens, who had ap-

peared the foremoft in all the refradory proceed-

ings of the crew. He had involved himfelf in brawls

with moft of the officers who had adhered to the cap-

tain's authority, and had even treated the captain

himfelf with great abufe and infolence. As his tur-

bulence and brutality grew every day more and more

intolerable, it was not in the leaft doubted, but there

were fome violent meafures in agitation, in which

Cozens was engaged as the ringleader: for which

rcafon the captain, and thofe about him, conftantly

kept
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kept themfclves on their gjuard. One day the purfer,

having, by the captain's order, flopped the allowance

of a tcUow who would not work. Cozens, though

[he man did not complain to him, intermeddled in

the atFair with great bitternefs •, and grofsly infultcd

the purfer, who was then delivering out provifions,

juft by the captain's tents, and was himfelf fuffici-

ently violent. The purfer, enraged by this fcurrility,

and perhaps piqued by former quarrels, cried out, a
MUTINY, adding, the dog has pistols*, and then

himfelf fired a piftol at Cozens, which however mift

him : but the captain, on this outcry, and the report

of th*: piftol, rulhedout of his tent -, and, not doubting

but it had been fired by Cozens as the commence-
ment of a mutiny, he immediately (hot him in the

head without farther deliberation, and though he did

not kill him on the fpot, yet the wound proved mor-

tal, and he died about fourteen days after.

However this incident, though fufficiently difplea-

(ing to the people, did yet, for a confiderable time,

awe them to their duty, and rendered them more fub-

miflive to the captain's autliority : but, at laft, when-

towards the middle of Oftober, the long-boat was
nearly compleated, and they were preparing to put
to fea, the additional provocation he gave them, by
covertly traverfmg their projedt of proceeding through

the Itraits of Magellan, and their fears that he might

at length engage a party fufficient lo overturn this

favourite mealure, made them refolve to mal^e ufe of

the death of Cozens, as a reafon for depriving him
of his command, under pretence of carrying him a

prifoner to England, to be tried for murder •, and
he was accordingly confined under a guard. But they

never intended to carry him with them, as they too

well knew what they had to apprehend on their re-*

turn to England, if their commander fliould be pre*

fent to confront them ; and therefore, when they

were juft ready to put to fea, they fet him at liberty,

leaving him and the few who cliofe to take their for-

4 lui.es
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tunes with him, no other embarkation but the yaul,

to which the barge was afterwards added, by the

people on board her being prevailed on to return

back.

"When the fhip was wrecked, there were alive on
boafd the Wager near an hundred and thirty per-

fons i of thefe above thirty died during their (lay

upon the place, and near eighty went off in the longV

boat and the cutter to the fouthward : fo that there

remained with the captain, after their departure, no

more than nineteen perfons, which however were as

many as the barge and the yaul, the only embarka-

tions left them, could well carry off. It was the 1 3th

of Oftober, five months after the (hipwreck, that the

long-boat converted into a ibhooner, weighed, and

flood to the fouthward, giving the captain, who with

lieutenant Hamilton of the land-forces, and the fur-

geon were then on the beach, three cheers at thei*

departure : and on the 29th of January following,

they arrived at Rio Grande, on the coaft of Brafil

:

but having, by various accidents, left about twenty

of their people on fhore at the different places they

touched at, and a greater number having perilhed

by hunger during the courfe of their navigation,

there werfr no more than thirty of them remaining,

when they arrived in that port. Indeed, the under-

taking of itfelf was a moft extraordinary one ; for

(not to mention the length of the run) the veffel was

fcarcely able to contain the number that firft put to

fea in her *, and their flock of provifion, being only

what they had faved out of the fhip, was extremely

llender : they had this additional misfortune befide,

that the cutter, the only boat they had with them,

foon broke away from the ftern, and was flaved to

pieces ; fo that when their provifions and their water

failed them, they had frequently no means of getting

on fhore to fearch for a frcfh fupply.

After the long-boat and cutter were gone, the cap-

tain, and thofe who were left with him, propof«i to

pafs
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plfs to the northward in the barge ajid yaul : but

the weather was ib bad, and the diiHculty of fubfifting

fo great, thar it was two months f;om the departure

of the long-boat before he was able to put to fea. It

feems, the place where the Wager was cad away was
not a part ot ihe continent, as was firft imagined,

but an idand at fome diftance from the main which
afforded no other fort of provifion but (hell-fifh and

a few herbs ; and as the j^reateft part of what they

had gotten from the fti'p was carried olf in the long-

boat, the captain and his people were often in ex-

treme want of food, efpeci illy as they chofe to pre«

ierve what little fea-provifions remained, for their

(lore when they fhould go to the northward. Dur-
ing their refidence at this ifland, which was by the

Teamen denominated Wager's Illand, they had now
and then a Itraggling canoe nr two of Indians, which
came and bartered iiwir fifli and other provifions

with our people This was fome little relief to their

neceflities, and at another feafon might perhaps have

been greater ; for as there were feveral Indian huts

on the Ihore, it was fuppofed that in fome years, dur-

ing the height of fummer, many of thefe favages

niight refort thither to fifh.

On this occafion it is much to be lamented, that the

Wager*s people had no knowlege of the Anna Pink

being fo near them on the coaft -, for as flie was not above

thirty leagues diflant from them, and came into their

neighbourhood about the fame time the Wager was
loft, and was a fine roomy (hip, fiie could eafiiy have

taken them all on board, and have carried them to

Juan Fernandes. Indeed, it is probable ll*e was dill

nearer to them than what is here eltimated -, for fe-

vcral of the Wager's people, at different times, heard

the report of a cannon, which could be no other than

the evening gun fired from the Anna Pink. But to

return to captain Cheap :

Upon the 1 4th of December, the captain and his

people embarked in the barge and the yaul, jn order

Vol. III. A a to
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to proceed to the northward, taking on board with
them all the provifions they could amafs from the

wreck of the fhip ; but they liad fcarcely been an
hour at fea when the wind began to blow hard, and
the fea ran fo high, that they were obliged to throw
the greateft part of their provifions over-board, to

avoid immediate deftrudion : and to add to their

diftrefs, about a fortnight after, the yaul funk at

an anchor, and one of the men in her was drowned.

As the barge was incapable of carrying the whole

company, they were now reduced to the hard necef-

fity of leaving four marines behind them on that

defolate fhore. Notwithftanding thefe difafters, they

ftill kept on their courfe to the northward, though

greatly delayed by the perverfenefs of the winds, and

the frequent interruptions which their fef^rch after

food occafioned, and conftantly ftruggling with a

feries of the moft iinfortunate events : till at laft,

it was unanimoufly refolved, finding the difficulties

infurmoimtable, to give over this expedition, and to

return again to V/ager Ifland, where they got back

about the middle of February, quite diiheartened and

almoft perifhing with hunger and fatigue.

However, on their return, they had the good luck

to meet with feveral pieces of beef, which had been

wafhed out of the wreck, and were fwimming in the

fea. This was a moft feafonable relief to them af-

ter the hardlhips they had endured : and to compleat

their good fortune, there came, in a fliort time, two

canoes of Indians, amongft which was a native of

Chiloe, who fpoke a little Spanifh ; and the furgeon,

who was with captain Cheap, underilanding that lan-

guage, he made a bargain with the Indian, that if he

would carry the captain and his people to Chiloe in

the barge, he fhould have her, and all that belonged

to her for his pains. Accordingly, on the 6tli of

March, the eleven perfons to v^hich ihe company

was now reduced, embarked in the barge on this new

expedition ; but after having proceeded for a few

4 duyij,
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days, the captain and four of his principal officers

being on fliore, the fix, who together with an In-

dian remained in the barge, put off with her to fca,

and did not return again.

By this means there were left on Ihore captain

Cheap, Mr. Hamilton lieutenant of Marines, the ho-

nourable Mr. Byron and Mr. Campbell, midlhipmen,

and Mr. Elliot the furgeon. One would have thought

that their dirtrefles had longr before this time been

incapable of augmentation ; but they found, on re-

flexion, that their prcfent fituation was much more
difmaying than any thing they liad yet gone through,

being left on a defolate coalt without any provifion,

or the means of procuring any. But when they were
perfuaded that they had no relief to hope for, they

perceived a canoe at a difiance, which proved to be

that of the Indian, who had undertaken to carry them
to Chiloe, he and his family being then on board it.

He made no difficulty of coming to them -, for it feems

he had left captain Cheap and his people a little before

fo go a fifhing, and had in the mean time committed
them to the care of the other Indian, whom the Tailors

had carried to fea in the barge. When he came on
{here, and found the barge gone, and his companion
miffing, he was extremely concerned, and could with

difficulty be perfuaded that the other Indian was not

murdiered ; yet being at laft fatisfied with the account

that was given him, he ftill undertook to cany them
to the Spanifli fettlements, and (as the Indians are

well ikilled in fiffiing and fowling) to procure them
provifions by the vvay.

About the middle of March captain Ciieap and the

four who were left with him fet out for Chiloe, the

Indian having provided a number of canoes, and

gotten many of his neighbours together for that pur-

pole. Soon after they embarked, Mr. Elliot the

furgeon died, fo that there now remained only four

of the whole company. At laft, after a very com-
plicated paflage by land and water, captain Chenp,

A a 2 Mr.
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Mr. Byron, and Mr. Campbell, arrived in the becrin.

ning of June at the iQand of Chiloe, where they were
received by the Spaniards with great humanity •, but,

on account of fome quarrel among the Indians, Mr.
Hamilton did not get there till iwo months later.

Thu:, was it above a twelvemonth from the lofs of

the Wager, before the fatiguing peregrination ended

:

and not till, by a variety of misfortunes, the com-
pany was diminiflied from twenty to no more than

four, and thofe too brought fo low, that, had their dif-

trefles continued but a few days longer, in all proba-

bility none of them would have furvived. After fome

ftay at Chiloe, the captain and the three who were with

him were fcnt to Valparaifo, and thence to St. Jago, the

capital of Chili, where they continued above a year

:

but on the advice of a cartel being fettled betwixt

Great Britain and Spain, captain Cheap, Mr. Byron,

and Mr. Hamilton were permitted to return to Eu-

rope on board a French (hip. The other midfhip-

man, Mr Campbel, having changed his religion,

whilft at Jago, chofe to go back to Buenos Ayres

with Pizarro and his officers, with whom he went af-

terward to Spain on board the Afia-, but having

there failed in his endeavours to procure a commil-

fion from the court of Spain, he returned to Eng-

land, and attempted to get reindated in the Britirti

navy. And now, after this account of the accidents

which beft'l the Anna Pink, and the catafl;ophe of

the Wager, I fliall again rcfume the thread of our

own llorv.

About a week afier the arrival of our viAualler,

the Tryal Hoop, that had been fent to the ifland of

Mafa-tuero, returned to an anchor at Juan Fernan-

des, having been round that idand, without meedng

any part of our fquadron. The following is the ac-

count given of this place, by the officers of the Tryal

fioop.

The Spaniards having generally mentioned two

iflands under the name of Juan Fernandes, (lyling

them
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them the greater and the lefs •, the greater being that

ifland where we anchored, and the lefs being the

ifland we are now delcribing, which, becaufe it is

more dillant from the continent, they have diflin-

guifhed by the name of Mal'a-Fucro. The Tryal

(loop found that it bore from the greater Juan Fernun-

des weft by fouth, and was about twenty-two leagues

diftant. It is a much larger and better fpot than has

been generally reported. They found too, that there

was a place where a fhip might come to an anchor on
the north fide of it, though indeed the anchorage is

inconvenient ; for the bank extends but a little way,

is fteep too, and has very deep water upon it, fo that

Ihips muft come to an anchor very near the lliore,

and there lie expofed to all the windj but a foutherly

one: and befides the inconvenience of the anchorage,

there is alfo a reef of rocks running off the eaftern

point of the ifland, about two miles in length

;

though there is little danger to be feared from them,

becaule they are always to be fecn by the feas break-

ing over them. This place has at prefent one ad-

vantage beyond the ifland of Juan Fernandes ; for it

abounds with goats, who, not being accullomed to

be difturbed, were no ways Ihy or apprehcnfive of dan-

ger, till they had been frequently fired at : and, upon
the whole, they fcemed to imagine, that though it

was not the moll eligible place for a fhip to refrefli

at, yet, in cafe of necelTity, it might afford fome fort

of fnelter, and prove of confiderable ufe, efpecially

to a fingle fhip, who might apprehend meeting with

a fuperior force at Fernandes.

The latter part of the month of Auguft was fpent

in unloading the provifions from the Anna Pink

;

when we had the mortification to find that great

quantities of our provifions, as bread, rice, grots,

were decayed, and unfit for ufe. And now, as we
had no farther occafion for her fervice, the commo-
dore, purfuant to his orders from the board of admi-

ralty, fent BOtice to Mr. Gerard, her maftot, that he

A a 3 dii*.
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difchargcd the Anna Pink from attending the fqua-

dron; and gave him, at the fanae time a certificate

fpecifying how long flic had been employed. But the

inafter reprefenting it as his opinion, that it was im-

poffible to proceed to fea with her before flie had

been thoroughly refitted ; he therefore requeftcd

the commodore, that the carpenters of the fquadron

might be direded to furvey her, that their judgmc.-it

of her condition might be known. In compliance

with this defire, Mr. Anfon immediately ordered the

carpenters to take a careful and ftrid furvey of the

Anna Fink -, purfuant to which, the carpenters im-

fnediately fet about the examination, and the next day

fnade their report : the amount was, that in confc-

quence of the defe6ls and decays they certified, in

their opinion fhe could not depart from the ifland

without great hazard, unlefs fhe was firft of all tho-

roughly refitted. But as che repairs propofed by the

carpenters were, in our prefent fituation, impoflible to

be complied with •, the commodore therefore agreed

with Mr. Gerard to purchafe the whole together for

300 1. The Pink being thus broken up, Mr. Ge-

rard, with the hands belon;';ing to the Fink, were

fent on board the Gloucefter -, as that fhip had buried

the greateft number of men,' in proportion to their

compliment.

This tranfa'5lIon brought us down to the begin-

ning of September, and our people by this time were

fo far recovered of the Icurvy, that there was little

danger of burying any more at prcfcnt; and there-

fore I fliall now fum up the total of our lofs fince

our departure from England, the better to convey

fome idea of our pad fufferings, and of our prefent

ftrength. We had buried on board the Centurion

fincc our leaving St. Helen's, two hundred and ninety-

two, and had now remaining on board two hundred

and fourteen. Tliis will doubtlcfs appear a moft

extraordinary mortality : but yet on board the

Glouceller it had been much greater j for out of a

much
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much fmaller crew than ours they had loft the fame

number, and had only eighty-two remaining alive.

It might be expected that on board the Tryal, the

flaughter would have been the mod terrible, as her

decks were almoft conftantly knee deep in water;

but it happened ctherwife, for flie efcaped more fa-

vourably than the reft, fince flie only buried forty-

two, and had now thirty- nine remaining nlive. The
havock of this difeafe had fallen ftdl feverer on the in-

valids and marines than on the failors i for on board

the Centurion, out of fifty invalids and feventy-nine

marines, there remained only four invalids, includ-

ing officers, and eleven marines : and on board the

Gloucefter, every invalid periftied ; and out of forty-

eight marines, only two efcaped. From this ac-

count it appears, that the three fliips together de-

parted from England with nine hundred and fixty-

one men on board, of whom Cix. hundred and twenty-

fix were dead before this time ; fo that the whole

of our remaining crev/s, which were now to be dif-

tributed amonglt three ftiips, amounted to no more
than three hundred and thirty-five men and boys ;

a number greatly infufficient for the manning the

Centurion alone, and barely capable of navigating all

the three, with the utmoft exertion of their ftrength

and vigour. This prodigious redu6lion of our men
was ftiil the more terrifying, as we were hitherto un-

certain of the fate of Piz.irro's fquadron.

In the beginning of September, as has been al-

ready mentioned, our men were tolerably well reco-

vered ; and now, the feafon for navigation in this

climate drawing near, we exerted ourfelves in get-

ting all our ftiips in rtadinefs ibr the fea. Thus
all hands being employed in forwarding our depar-

ture, we, on the 8th, .ihout eleven in the morn-

ing, efpied a fiil to the north-eaft, which conti-

nued to approach us, till her rourles appeared even

with the horizon. Whilft iHe advanced, we had

great hopes Ihe might prove one of our own fqua-

A a 4 dron*.
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s6o ANSON'S VOYAGE
dron i but as at length (he {leered away to the caft-

ward, without haling in for the iQand, we thence
concluded flie mull be a Spaniard. It was refolvcd

to purfue her, and the Centurion bein<^ in the great-

eft lorwardnefs, we immediately j^;ot all our hands

on board, fet up our rigging, bent our fails, and by

five in the afternoon got under fiil. We had at this

time very little wiiid, fo that all the boats were em-
ployed to tow us out of the bay ; and even wiiat

wind there was, lafted only long enough to give us

an offing of two or three leagues, when it flatted to

a calm. The night coming on, we loft fight of the

chace, and were extremely impatient for the return

of day-light, in hopes to find that (he had been be-

calmed as well as wci though her greater diftance

from the land was a reafonable ground for fufpedling

the contrary ; as we indeed found in the morning,

to our great mortification ; for though the weather

continued perfedily clear, we had no figlu of the Ihip

from the mall-head. But as we were now fatislied

that it was an enemy, and the firft we had feen in

thcfe Teas, we relblved not to give over the fearch

lightly. We continued on this courfe all that day and

the next, anil then, nor getting fight of our chace,

we gave over he puriuif, but on the i2th, at day-

break, we were agreeably furprized with the fight

of a fail on our weatlier-bow, between fo>)r and

five leagues diftant. We immedktcly croudcd all

the lail we could, and ftood after her, and foon

perceived it not to be the fame fliip we originally

gave chace to. Sl.e at firfl Lore djwn upon us,

ihewing Spanifli colon r.s, and making a fignal as to

her confort -, but olfe.ving th:L we did not anfwer

her fignal, llie in(1;.n y locjfed clof^ to die wind,

^nd ftood to the fout!i\^ard Our people were ncvv

^11 in fpirits, and pu: the Jhip about with great

brificnefs ; and as the r]iace aj^peared to be a large

fhip, and had miftaken us for her confort, we con-

ceived that file was a man of war, ai^d probably one
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of Pizarro's fquadron : this induced the commodore

to order all the ofHcers cabins to be knocked down
and thrown over- board, with feveral calks of water

and provifions which ilood between the guns ; lb

that we had foon a char (hip, ready for an engage-

ment. About ttn o'clock we were near enough to

difcover that (he was only a merchantman, without

io much as a lingle tier of guns. At half an

hour after twelve, being got within a rcalbnablc

diftance of her, we fired four (hot amonglt her

rigging i' on which they lowered their top-fails, and

bore down to us, buK in very great confufion, their

top-gallant fails and ftay-fails all fluttering in the

winds : this was owing to their having let run

their (lieets and halyards ju(t as we fired at them.

After which, not a man amongft them had cou-

rage enoU'.a to venture aloft to take them in. As
foon as the veflel c ,imc within hale of us, the com-
modore ordiTi d t lem t ) bring to under his lee-

quarter, and then hoiited out the bonr, and fent Mr.
Saumurez, his ti ft lieut' n.mt, to take polTefTion of

the prize. VVnen Mr Saumurez came on board

them, they received him at the fide, w^h the ftrong-

eft tokens of rhe moft abjtdt (ubmif ;on-, for they

vvere all of them (efpecidlly rhe palTengers, who were
twenty -live in number) extre ' ely terrified, and un-

der the greatelt apprchenfions of meeting with very

fevere and cvufl ulage •, but the lieutenant endea-

voured, with great courttfy, to dilfipatt their fright,

xfTurinf}- them *-hat their fears were altogether ground-

lefs. The priioi.crs who were fent on board the

Centurion infr.nned vis, that our priie was called

Nueftia Senoral del IVionre Carmelo, and was com-
manded by Don Manuel Zamorra. Her cargo con-

fided chiefly of fugar, and great quantities of bine

cloth made in th? province of C^iito, fomewhat re-

fcmbling our EngliHi coarfe broad-cloth, but infe-

lior to the in ; with a few bales of cotton, and
fame tobacco, which, though ftrong, was not ill

favoured.

m
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flavoured. Thefe were the nrincipal goods on
board her ; but we found bcfide, what was to us
much more valuable than the reft of the car-

goe ; this was Ibme trunks of wrought plate, and
twenty-three ferons of dollars, each weighing up,
wards of 200 pounds averdupois. She was bound
to the port of Valparaifo in the kingdom of Chili,

and propofed to have returned from thence loaded

with corn and Chili wine, fome gold, dried beef,

and fmall cordage, which at Calloa they convert

kito large rope. Our prize had been built upward
of thirty years ; yet, as they lie in harbour all the

winter months, and the climate is favourable, they

cfteemed it no very great age. Her rigging was

very indifferent, as were likewife her fails, which

were made of cotton. She had only three four-

pounders, which were altogether unferviceable, their

carriages being Icarcely able to fupport them : and

there were no fmall arms on board, except a few pif-

tols belonging to the paflengers. The prifoners in-

formed us, that they left Callao in company with

two other fhips, whom they had parted with fome

days before, and that at firft they conceived us to be

one of their company.

After this Ihort account of the ihip and her cargo,

it is neceflary to relate the important intelligence

which we met with on board her, partly from the

information of the prifoners, and partly from the

letters and papers which fell into our hands. We
here firft learnt with certainty the force and deftina-

tion of that fquadron, which cruifed off the Madeiras

at our arrival there, and afterwards chafed the Pearl,

in our paffage to port St. Julian. We had, at the

fame time too, the fatisfaftion to find, that Pizarro,

after his utmoft endeavours to gain his paffage into

thefe feas, had been forced back again into the river of

Plate, with the lofs of two of his largeft fliips : and

befides this difappointment of Pizarro, which, con-

fideringour great debility, was no unacceptable in-

telligence,
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tcUigcnce, we farther learnt, to our great fatisfaftion,

that though an embargo had been laid upon all ihip-

ping in thefe feas by the viceroy of Peru, in the month

ofMay preceding, yet it now no longer fubfifted. For

on the account lent over land by Pizarro of his own
diftrefles, part of which they knew we muft have en-

countered, and on their having no news of us in eight

months after we were known to let fail from St. Ca-

tharine's, they v/ere fully fatisfied that we were ei-

ther perifhed at fea. or at leaft had been obliged

to put back again -, as it wa<i conceived impoflfible

for any fliips to continue at fea during fo long an

interval.

We alfo learnt from the letters on board, that Pi-

zarro, in the exprefs ht- difpatched to the viceroy of

Peru, had intimated to him, that if any of the Kng-

liih fquadron did arrive in thofc feas,it muft be in a

very defenceU-fs condition ; he therefore advifed the

viceroy, to fend what (hips of war he had to the fouth-

ward, where, in all probability, they would intercept

us fingly, before we had an opportunity of touching

at any port for refrefhment ; in which cafe, he doubted

not but we fhould prove an eafy conqueft. The vice-

roy of Peru approved of this advice : and as he had

already fitted out four fhips of force from Callao -, one

of fifty guns, two of forty guns, and one of twenty-

four guns, which were intended to join Pizarro when
he arrived on the coaft of Chili : the viceroy now
Rationed three of thefe off the port of Conception,

and one of them at the ifland of Fernandes, where

tliey continued r.ruifing for us till the 6th of June ;

and then not feeing any thing of us, and conceiving

it to be impofiible that v/e could have kept the feas

fo long, they quitted their cruife and returned to

Callao, fully pel-fuaded that we had either perifhed,

or at leaft had been driven back. We alfo were told,

that thefe Spanifli fhips fent out to intercept us, had
been greatly fhattered b)t a florm during their cruife

;

and that, after their arrival at Callao, they had been

laid

tt
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laid up; and that whenever intelligence was jevcivpcj

at Lima, of our being in thcfe feas, it would be sc leait

two months before this armament could be again

fitted out.

The whole of this intelligence was as favourable

as we, in our reduced circumftances, could wilh

for. And now we were no longer at a lofs, as to

the broken jars, afhes, and Hfh-bones, which we had
obferved at our firft landing at Juan Fernandcs, thele

things being doubtlefs the relirts of the cruifers fta-

tioned off that port. H aving thus fatiafied ourfelves

in the material articles of our inquiry, and having

gotten on board the Centurion mofl of the prvfon-

ers, and all the filver, we, at eight in the evening,

made fail to the northward, in company with our

prize, and at fix the next morning difcovered the

ifland of Fernandes, where, the foUov/ing day, botli

we and our prize came to an anchor.

And here I cannot omit one remarkable inci-

clerit, which occurred when the prize and her crew

came into the bay, where the reft of the fquadron

lay. The Spaniards in the Carmelo had been

fufficiently informed of the diftrefles we had gone

through, and were greatly furprifed that we had

ever furmounted them : but when they faw the

Tryal floop at anchor, they were llill more afto-

nifhed, that after all our fatigues we had the indultry

(befide refitting our other fhips) to complete fuch

u veffel in fo fliort a time, they taking it for granted

that we had built her upon the fpot. IS or was it with-

out great difficulty they were at lad prevailed on to

believe that fhc came from England with the rell of

the fquadron , they long infiiting, that it was im-

poffible fuch a bauble as that could paft round Cape

Horn, when the beil fhips of Spain were obliged

to put back. . :' • » '' 1 '

; By the time v/e arrived at Juan Fernandes, the

letters found on board our prize were more minutely

examined : and it appearing from them, and from

I
the
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the accounts of our prifoncrs, that feveral other

iTJerchantmen were bound from Callao to Valparaifo,

Mr. Anfon difpatched the Tryal (loop the very next

morning, to cruife off the laft-mentioned port, rein-r

forcing her with ten hands from on board his own
lliip. He likewife refolved to feparate the fhips un-

der his command, and employ them in diftindt

cruifes •, as he thought that by this means we fhould

increafe our chance for prizes, but tnat we fhould

likewife run a lefs rifque of alarming the coaft, and

of being difcovered. And now the fpirits of our

people being greatly raifed, and their defpondency

difiipated by this earnt-il of fuccefs, they forgot all

their pafl diftrefles, and refumed their wonted ala-

crity, labouring indefatlgably in compleating our

water, and in preparin^^ to take our farewel of

the iQand. But as thefe occupations took us up
four or five days, with all our induftry, the com-
modore, in that interval, direfted that the guns
belonging to the Anna Pink, being four lix-poun-

ders, four four-pounders, and two fwivels, Ihould

be mounted on board the Carmelo, our prize : and
having fent on board the Gloucefter fix pallc'ngers,

and twenty-three feamen to afTift in navigating the

Ihip, he direded captain Mitchel to leave the

iQand as foon as poltible, the fervice demanding
the utmoft difpatch, ordering him to proceed to

the latitude of five degrees foudi, and there to

cruife off the high land of Paita, at fuch a dif-

tance from fhore, as fliould prevent his being difco-

vered. On this ilation he ^vas to continue till he
was joined by the commodore, which would be
whenever it fhould be known that the viceroy had
fitted out the fliips at Callao, or on Mr. Anion's

receiving any other intelligence, that fhould make it

neceffary to unite our flrength. Thefc orders being

delivercvl to [he captain of the Gloucefler, and all

our bufine s compleated, wc, on the Saturday fol-

lowing, bem^ the i9tli of September, weighed an-

chor
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Z^6 ANSON's VOVAGE
chor ill company with our prize, and got out of the
bay, taking our laft leave of the ifland of Juan Fcr-
nandcs, and fleering to tlie eaftward, with an inten-
4ion of joining the Tfyal floop, in her ftation off
Valparaifo.

Gn the 24th, a little before fun-fet, we faw two
fail to the eaftward ; on which our prize ftood di-

red:ly from us, to avoid giving any fufpicion of our
being cruifers, whilft we made ourlelves ready for an
engagement, and fteered with all our canvas toward
the two ihips we had difcovered. We foon perceived
that one ot thefe, which had the appearance of be-

ing a very ftout (hip, made directly for us, whilft

the other kept at a great diilance. By feven o'clock

we were within pittol-fhot of the neareft, and had
a broad-fide ready to pour into her , but as we knew
it was now impoffible for her to efcape us, Mr. Anlbn,
before he permitted us to fire, ordered the mafler to

hale the fhip in Spanifh j on which the commanding
officer on board her, who proved to be Mr. Hughs,
lieutenant of the Tryal, anlwered us in Englilh, and

informed us that fhe was a prize, taken by the Tryal

a few days before, and that the other fail at a dif-

tance was the Tryal herfelf, difabled in her mafls. We
were foon afterjoined by the Tryal, and captain Saun--

ders, her commander. He acquainted the commodore,
that he had taken this fhip the 18th inflant i that fhe

was a prime failor, and had cofl him thirty-fix hours

chace before he could come up with her ; that for fome

time he gained fo little upon her, that he began to

defpair of taking her-, and the Spaniards, though

alarmed at firft with feeing nothing but a cloud of

fail in purfuit of them, the Tryal's hull being fo low

in the water that no part of it appeared, yet know-
ing the goodnefs of their fhip, and finding how little

the Tryal neared them, they at length laid afide their

feans, and recommending themfelves to the blefiTed

Virgin for protetfbion, began to think themfelves fe-

cure* Indeed their fuccels was very near doing ho-

iv/^>
'
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jiour to their Ave Marias ; for altering, their comfe

in the night, and Ihutting «p their windows to pre-*

vent any of thdr lights From being feen, they had

fome chance of efcaping •, but a fmall crevice in one

of the (butters rendered all their invocations ineffec-

tual i
for through this crevice, the people on board

the Tryal perceived a light, which they chafed till

they arrived within gun-lhot, and then ci.ptain Sa\m-

ders alarmed them unexpectedly with a broadfidfe,

when they« flattered themfelves they were got out of

his reach : however, for fome time after they ftill

kept the fame fail abroad, and it was^ not obfervcd

that this firlt faUite had made any impreflion on

them -, but, juft as the Tryal was preparing to re-

peat her broadfide, the Spaniards crept from their

holes, lowered their fails, and fubmitted without any

oppoficion. She was one of the largeft merchantmen

employed in thofe feis, being about fix hundred tons

burthen, and was called the Arranzazu. She was

bound from Callao to Valparaifo, and had much
the fame cargo with the Carmelo we had taken be-

fore, except that her filver amounted only to about

5000 1. fterling.

But to ballance this fuccefs, we had the misfortune

to find that the Tryal had not now a mall left on
which fhe could carry fail, and the wind blew fo hard,

and raifed fuch a hollow fea, that we could not venture

to hoift out our boat, and confcquently could have
no communication with her j fo that wc were obliged

to lie to for the greateft part of forty-eight hours to

attend her, as we could have no thought of leaving

her to herfelf in her prcfent unhappy lituation.

The weather proving fomewhat more moderate on
the 27th, we fent our boat for the captain of the

Tryal, who, when he came on board us, produced
an inlirument, figned by himfelf and all his oflicers,

reprefenting that the Hoop, befide being difmaftcd,

wau fo very leaky in her hull, that even in moderate

weather it was ncceflary to ply the pumps conftantiy,

and

3!
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and that they were then fcarcely fufficient to keep her
free ; and, upon the whole, they apprehended her to
be at prefent fo very defedi c, that if they met witl%
much bad weather, they muft all inevitably perilh •

and therefore they petitioned the commodore to take
ibmt; meafures for their fuiur.- f fety. But the refit-

ting ofthe Tryal at prefent exceeded our power. The
commodore therefore had no choice left him, but was
und^r a neceffity of taking out our people and de-
ftroying her. When this was rcfolved on, Mr. An-
fon gave orders to captain Saunders to put it in t^xe-

cution, directing him to take out of the iloop every

thing that could be of any ufe to the other ihips,

and then to fcuttle and fink her. After captain

Saunders had feen her deftroyed, he was to proceed
with his new frigate, to be called the Tryal Prize,

now mounting twenty guns, and to cruife off the

highland of Valparaifo, keeping it from him north

north-weft, at the diftance of twelve or fourteen

leagues : for as all Ihips bound from Valparaifo to

the northward fteer that courfe, Mr. Anfon propofed

by this means to ftop any intelligence that might be

diipatched to Callao, of two of their fhips being mif-

fing, which might give them apprehenfions of the

Englifh fquadron being in their neighbourhood. The
Tryal's prize was to continue on this ftation twenty-

four days,* . \ if not joined by the commodore at

the cxpirativ.. of that term, flie was then to proceed

down the coaft to Pifco or Nafca, where fhe would

be certain to meet with Mr. Anfon. The commo-
dore likewife ordered lieutenant Saumarez, who com-

manded the Centurion's prize, to keep company with

captain Saunders, both to afllft him in unloading the

iloop, and alfo that by fpreading in their cruife, there

might be lefs danger of any of the enemy's fliips

flipping by unobferved. Ihefe orders being dif-

patched, tlie Centurion parted from the other veflels

at eleven in the evening, on the 27th of Septem-

Ijer, dire<5ting her courfe to the fouthward, with a

view



ROUND THE WORLD. 369

tIeW of cruifing for feme days to the windward of
Valparaifo.

By this dilhibution of our fhips, we flattered our-

ielves that we had taken all the advantages of the

enemy that we pofllbly could with our fmall force i

ioTy as we might fuppofe, the Gloucefter by this time
to be drawing near the highland of Paita, we were
enabled, by our feparate ftations, to intercept all

veflels employed either betwixt Peru and Chili to

the fouthward, or betwixt Panama and Peru to the
northward. i^-. rr : y

• /n
But the mod prudent difpofitions carry with them

only a probability of fuccefs, and can never infure

its certainty : fmce thofe chances, which it was rea-

fonable to overlook in deliberation, are fometimes

of moft powerful influence in execution. Thus in

the prefcnt cafe, the diflrefs of the Tryal, and our

.

quitting our ilation to afTift her (events which no
degree of prudence could either forefee or obviate)

gave an opportunity to all the. fhips bound to Val«

paraifo, to reach that port without moledation, dur«>

ing this unlucky interval. So that, after leaving

captain Saunders, we were very expeditious in re*

gaining our flation, where we got the 29th at noon«

yet in plying on and off till the 6th of Oftober, we
had not the good fortune to difcover a fail of any

fort : and then having loft all hopes of meeting with

better fortune by a longer flay, we made fail to the

leeward of the port, in order to join our prizes

:

but when we arrived off the highland where they

were directed to cruile, we did not find them, though
we. continued there for four or five days. We fup-

pofcd that fome chace had occafioned their leaving

their flation, and therefore we proceeded down tl]e

coafl to the highland of Nafca, which was the fecond

rendezvous where captain Saunders was direfted to

join us. Here we got on the 2 ifl, and were in great

expeftation of falling in with fome of the enepiy's

velTels, as both the accounts of former voyagers, and

Vol. III. B b the
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the information of our prifoners aflured us, that all'

(hips bound to Callao conftantly make this land, to

prevent the danger of running to the leeward of the

port. But notwithftanding the advantages of this

(Ution, we faw no fail till the zd of November,
when two ihips appeared in fight together : we im-

mediately gave them chace, and foon perceived that

they were the Tryal's and Centurion's prizes. We
foxmd they had not been more fortunate in their

cruifc than we were; for they had feen no vefiel

fince they feparated from us.

The little fucccfs we all had, and our certainty,

that, had any ihips been ftirring in thefe feas for

Ibme time paft, we muft have met with them, made
us believe, that the enemy, on mifling the two (hips

we had taken, had laid an embargo on all the

trade in the fouthern parts. We likewife appre-

hended that they might, by this time, be fitting

out the men of war at Callao ; as it was no uncom-

mon thing for an exprefs firom Valparaifo to reach

Lima in twenty-nine or thirty days, and it was now

more than fifty fince we had taken our firft prize.

Thefe apprehenfions determined the commodore to

haften down to the leeward of Callao, and to join

captain Mitchel, who was Rationed offPaita, as foon

as poffible, that our flrength being united, we might

be prepared to give the ihips from Callao a warm
reception, if they dared to put to fea. With this

view we bore away the fame afternoon, taking parti-

cular care to keep at fuch a diflance from the (hore,

that there might be no danger of our being difco-

vered from thence : for we knew that all the coun-

try ihips were commanded, under the fevereit pe-

nalty, not to fail by the port of Callao without (lop-

ping •, and as this order was conftantly complied with,

we ihould undoubtedly be known for enemies, if we
were feen to aft contrary to it. In this new naviga-

tion, not being certain whether we might not meet

the
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the Spanidi (quadron, in our route, the commodore
took on board the Centurion part of his crew, with
which he had formerly manned the Carmelo. And
now ftanding to the northward, we, before nighc
came on, had a view of the fmall iQand called St. <

Gallan, which bore from us north north-eaft, j. caft,

about feven leagues diftant. This land lies in the

latitude of about fourteen degrees fouch, and about
five miles to the northward of a highland, called

Morro Veijo, or the Old Man's Head. I mention
this ifland and the highland near it, more particu-

larly, becaufe between them is the moft eligible fta-

tion on that coaH, for cruiiing upon the enemy *, as

hereabout all (hips bound to Callao, whether from
the northward or the fouthward, run well in with the

land.

On the 5th of November, in the afternoon, we
had the fatisfaftion fo long wilhed for, of feeing a

fail. She firft appeared to leeward, and we all im-

mediately gave her chace; but the Centurion ib

much outfailed the two prizes, that we foon ran them
out of fight, and gained conQderably on the chace

:

however, night coming on before we came up with

her, we, about leven o'clock, loft fight of her, and
were in fome perplexity what courfe to fteer ; but

at laft Mr. Anfon refolved, as we were then before

the wind, to keep all his fails fet, and not to change

his courfe; for though we had no doubt but the

chace would alter her courfe in the night, yet, as it

was uncertain what tack fhe would go upon, it was
thought prudent to keep on our courfe, as we muft
by this means unavoidably come near her, rather

than to change it on conjedure. Thus then we
continued the chace about an hour and an half in

the dark, fome one or other on board us conftantly

imagining they difcerned her fails right a-head of us

;

but at length Mr. Brett, our fecond lieutenant, did

really difcover her, about four points on the lar-

Hoird-bow, fleering off to the fcaward : we imme-

B b 2 diately
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diatcly clapped the helm a-weathcr, and ftood for

her; and in lefs than an hour came up with her;
and having fired fourteen (hot at her, (he ftruck.

Our third lieutenant, Mr. Dennis, was fent in the

boat, with fixteen men, to take poflcfTion of the prize,

and to return the prifoners to our (hip. This ve(rel

was named the Santa Terefa de Jefus, built at Guaia-
quil, of about three hundred tons burthen, and was
commanded by Bartolome Urrunaga, a Bifcayer;

(he was bound from Guaiaquil to Callao •, her load-

ing con(ifted of timber, cocao, coco-nuts, tobacco,

hides, Pito thread, (which is very ftrong, and is made
of a fpecies of grafs) Quito cloth, wax, &c. The
fpecic on board her was mcon(iderabIe, being prin-

cipally fmall filver money, and not amounting to

more than 1 70 1. fterling. It is true, her cargo was

of great value, could we have difpofed of it: but

the Spaniards having ftrift orders never to ranfom

their (hips, all the goods that we took in thefe feas,

except what little we had occafion for ourfelves, were

of no advantage to us. Indeed, though we could

make no profit thereby ourfelves, it was fome fatis-

faftion to us to confider, that it was fo much really

loft to the enemy, and the defpoiling them was no

contemptible branch of that fervice, in which we

were now employed by our country.

Befide our prize's crew, which amounted to forty-

five hands, there were on board her ten pa(rengers,

eonfifting of four men and three women, who were

natives of the coiintry, born of Spanifh parents,

together with three black (laves that attended them.

The women were a mother and her two daugh-

ters, the eldeft about twenty-one, and the youngeft

about fourteen. It is not to be wondered at, that

women of thofe years fhould be exce(rively alarm-

ed at the falling into the hands of an enemy,

whom, from the former outrages of the bucca-

neers, and by the artful infmuations of their prieftSi

they had been taught to confider as the moft ter-

rible
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itble and brutal of all mankind. Thefe apprehen-

fions too were in the prefent inftance ftrengthened

by the fingular beauty of the youngeft of the wo-
men, and the riotous difpofition which they might
well exped to find in a fet of Tailors, who had
no: feen a woman for near a twelvemonth. Full

of thefe terrors, the women all hid themfelves upon
our officers coming on board, and when they were
found out, it was with great difficulty that he

could perfuade them to approach the light: how-
ever, he foon fatisfied them, by the hununiry of

his condud, and by his alTurance of their future

fecurity and honourable treatment, that they had

nothing to fear. NcJr were thefe afllirances of the

officer invalidated in the (equei: for the commo-
dore being informed of the matter, fent directions

that they fhould be continued on board their own
fliip, with the ufe of the fame apartments, and with

all the other conveniencies they had enjoyed before,

giving ftrid orders that they fhould receive no kind

of inquietude or moleftation whatever: and that

they might be the more certain of having thefe

orders complied with, or have the means of com-
plaining if they were not, the commodore permit-

ted the pilot, who in Spanifh fhips is generally the

fecond perfon on board, to ftay with them, as their

guardian and protestor. By this indulgent behaviour

of the commodore, the conflernation of our female

prifoners entirely fubfided, and they continued eafy

and chearful during the whole time they were

with us.

At the beginning of this chace the Centurion, as

has been obferved, ran her two conforts out of fight.

When they had joined us, we proceeded together to

the northward, being now four fail in company.
We here found the lea, for many miles round us,

of a beautiful red colour : this, upon examination,

we imputed to an immenfe quantity of fpawn fpread

upon its furface •, for, taking up fome of the water

B b 3 in
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in a wine-glafs, it foon changed from a dirty afpeft

to a clear cryftal, with only fome red glooules of
a flimy nature floating on the top. At prcfent

having a fupply of timber on board bur new prize,

the commodore ordered our boats to be repaired,

and a fwivel gun-ftock to be fixed in the bow both

of the barge and pinnace, in order to encreafe their

force, in cafe we fliould be obliged to have recourfe

to them for boarding ihips, or for any attempts on

Ihore.
"

As we ftood from hence to the northward, nothing

remarkable occurred for two or three days ; though

we ipread our fhips in fuch z. manner, tliat it was

not probable any vefTel of the enemy could efcape

us. In our run along this coaft we generally oo-

ferved, that there was a current which fet us to the

northward, at the rate of ten or twelve miles each

day. And now being in about eight degrees fouth

latitude, we began to be attended with vaft num-
bers of flying filh and bonjtos, which were the firft

we faw after our departure from the coaft of Bra-

fil. But it is remarkable, that on the eaft fide of

South America they extended to a much higher

latitude than they do the weft fide-, for we did

not lofe them on the coaft of Brafil, till we ap-

proached the fouthern tropic. The reafon for this

diverfity is doubtlefs the diflTerent degrees of heat

obtaining in the fame latitude on difl?erent fides of

that continent.

The comparifon of the heat and cold of various

climates, has as yet been veiy impcrfedlly confi-

dered. However, enough is known fafely to de-

termine this pofition, that all places between the

tropics are far from being the hotteft on the globe;

as many of thofe within the polar circles are far

from enduring that extreme degree of cold, to

which their fituation fhould feem to fubje6l them

:

that is to fay, that the temperature of a place de-

pends much more upon other circumftances, than

*\x ;
, ^ ^. VJ - _. upon
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upon its diftance from the pole, or its proximity

to the equinodtial. * '^''^'

This propolition relates to the general tempera-

ture of places, taking the whole year round i and
in this fenfe it cannot be denied, that the city of
London, for inftance, enjoys much warmer fealbns

than the bottom of Hudfon's bay, which is nearly

in the fame latitude with it; but where the feverity

of the winter is fo great, that it will fcarcely permit

the hardieft of oUr garden plants to live. And if

the comparifon be made be^een the coaft of Brafil

and the weftern Ihore of South America, as, for ex-

ample, betwixt Bahia and Lima, the difference will

be ftill more confiderable *, for though the coaft of

Brazil is extremely fultry, yet the coaft of the South
Seas in the fame latitude is perhaps as temperate

and tolerable as any part of the globe*, iince in

ranging along it, we dfd not once meet with fo

warm weather, as is frequent in a fummer's day in

England : which was ftill the more remarkable, as

there never fell any rains to refrefh and cool the air.

If this matter be examined by means of the ther-

mometers, which in refpeft to the abfolute degree of

heat and cold are doubtlefs the moft unerring evi-

dence-, the refult will be indeed moft wonderful.

Since it will hence appear, that the heat in very

high latitudes, as at Peterfburgh for inftance, is ac

particular times much greater than any that has been

hitherto obferved between the tropics -, and that even,

at London in the year 1746, there was the part of

one day confiderably hotter than what was at any

time felt by a ihip of Mr. Anfon's fquadron, in run-

ning from hence to Cape Horn and back again,

and pafllng twice under the fun.

If it ihould be afked, how it comes to pafs that

the heat in many places between the tropics is efteem-

ed fo violent and infufFerable, when it appears by
thefe inftances, that it is fbmetimes exceeded in very

high latitudes, the anfwer muft be, that the eftima-

B b 4 tion
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tion of heat ought not to be founded upon that
degree which may now and then obtain, but is ra-

ther to be deduced from the medium obferved in

a whole feafon, or perhaps in a whole year : and in

this light it will eafily appear, how much more in-

tenfe the fame de^e oi heat may prove, by being

long continued without remarkable variation. For
inflance, in comparing together St. Catharine's and
Peterfburgh, we will fuppofe the fummer heat at

St. Catharine's to be 76°, by Farenheit's thermo-

meter, and the winter heat to be twenty divifions

fhort of it. Upon this fuppofition then, the medi-

um heat all the year round will be 66^^ and this

perhaps by night as well as by day, with no great

variation : now thofe who have attended to th'-*rmo-

meters will readily own, that a continuation of this

degree of heat for a length of time would by the

generality of mankind be fliled violent and fuiFo-

eating. But at Peterfburgh, though a few times in

the year the heat, by the thermometer, may be con-

iiderably greater than at St. Catharine's, yet, as at

other times the cold is immenfely (harper, the me-
dium for a year, or even for one feafon only, would

be far Ihort of 66**.

Befides this eflimation of the heat of a place,

by taking the medium for a confiderable time to-

gether, there is another circumftance which will Hill

augment the apparent heat of the warmer climates,

and diminifh that of the colder. The meafure of

abfolute heat, marked by the thermometer, is not

the certain criterion of the fenfation of heat with

which human bodies are affefted. For as the per-

petual fucceilion of frefh air is neceflary to refpira-

tion, fo there is a fpecies of tainted or ftagnated air

often produced by the continuance of great heats,

which never fails to excite in us an idea of fultrinefs

and fuffocatjng warmth, much beyond what the heat

of the air alone, fuppoHng it pure and agitated,

would occafjon. Hence it fellows, that the mere

:i infpei^ion

I
•
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inrpeflion of the thermometer will never determine

the heat which the human body feels from this caufe

;

and hence it follows too, that the heat in mod places*

between the tropics muft be much more troublefome

and oneafy, than the fame degree of abfolute heat

in a high latitude : for the equability and duration of

the tropical heat contribute to impregnate the air

with a multitude of fteams and vapours not eafily

removed, by reafon of the regularity of the winds in

thofe parts; which only fhifx the exhalations from

place to place, without difperfrng them. Whereas in

the higher latitudes thefe vapours are probably raifed

in fmaller quantities, and the irregularity and vio-

lence of the winds frequently difper^ them } fo that,

the air being in general pure and lefs (lagnant, the

fame degree of abfolute heat is not attended with

that uneadfy and fufFocating fenfatiun. This may fuf-

fice in general with refped to the prefent fpecu*

lation.

In this climate every circumftance concurred, that

could make the open air and ciay-light defirable. For
in other countries the fcorching heat of the fun in

fummcr, renders the greater part of the day unapt

either for labour or amufement*, and the irequent

rains are not lefs troublefome in the more temperate

parts of the year. But in this happy climate the fun

rarely appears: not that the heavens have at any time

a dark gloomy look ; for there is conftantly a chear-

fiil grey fky, juft fufficient to fcrcen the fun, with-

out obfcuring the air, or tinging the day-light

with an unpleafant hue. By this means ail parts

of the day are proper for labour or exercife abroad.;

nor is there wanting that pleafmg refrigeration of
the air, which is produced in other climates by
rains; but is here brought about, by the frefh

breezes from the cooler regions to the fouthward.

It is reafonable to fuppofe, that this fortunate com -

plexion of the heavens is principally owing to the

neighbourhood of thofe vaft hills, called the Andes,

which

4., ;
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which running nearly parallel to the fhore, and at a
fmall diftance from it, and extending themfelves im-
menfely higher than any other mountains upon the
globe, form upon their fides and declivities a prodi-
cious traft of country, where, according to the dif-
ferent approaches to the fummit, all kinds of
climates may, at all fcafons of the year, be found.
Thefe mountdns, by intercepting great part of the*

eaftern winds, which generally blow over the con-
tinent of South America, by cooling that part of the
air which forces its way over their tops, and by
keeping befide a large portion of the atmofphere
perpetually cool, from its contiguity to the fnows
with which they are covered-, thefe hills, thus fpread-

ing the influence of their frozen crefts to the nei^h-

bouring coafts and feas of Peru, are doubtlefs the
caufe of the temperature and equability which con-

ilantly prevail there. For when we were advanced
beyond the equinodial, where thefe mountains left

us, and had nothing to fcreen us to the eaftward,

but the high lands on the ifthmus of Panama, which
are but mole- hills to the Andes, we then foon found

that in a (horf run we had totally changed our cli-

mate, pairing in two or three days from the tem-

perate air of Peru, to the fultry burning atmof-

phere of the Weft Indies. But it is time to return

to our narration. ^ '<^^ 3»«3 im rr
*

" On the loth of November >vc were three leagues

fouth of the fouthermoft ifland ot Lobos, lying . in

the latitude of 6° : 27' fouth : there are two iflands

of this name -, this called I.obos de la Mar ; and an-

other, which is fituated to the northward of it, very

much refembling it in fliape and appearance-, and

often miftaken for ir, called Lobos de Tierre. We
were now drawing near to the ftation appointed to

the Gloucefter; for which reafon, fearing to mifs

her, we made <tn citf/ ^ail all night. The next morn-

ing at day-break, we faw a fhip in fliore, and to

windward, plying up the coaft: Ilie had pafled by
'"

us
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us v/ith the favour of the night, and we foon per-

ceiving her not to be the Glouceiler, got our tacks

on board, and gave her chace •, but it proving very

little wind, fo that neither of us coulcl make much
way, the commodore ordered his barge, his pinnace,

and the Tryal's pinnace to be manned and armed,

and to purfue the chace, and board her. Lieute-

nant Brett, who commanded the barge, came up with

her firft, about nine o'clock, and running aiong-

fide of her, he fired a volley of fmali ihot between

the mafts, juft over the heads of the people on board,

and then inftantly entered with the greateft part of

his men •; but the enemy made no refiftance, being

fuinciently frightened by the dazzling of the cutlafTes,

and the volley they had juft received. Lieutenant

Brett ordered the fails to be trimmed, and bore down
to the commodore, taking up in his way the two
pinnaces. When he was got within about four miles

of us, he put off in the barge, bringing with him a

number of the prifoners, who had given him fome
material intelligence, which he was defirous the com-
modore fhould be acquainted with as foon as pof-

fible. On his arrival we learnt, that the prize was
called Neuftra Senora del Carmin, of about two
hundred and feventy tons burthen; fhe was com-
manded by Marcos Morena, a native of Venice, and
had on board forty-three marines : fhe was deep laden

with iteel, iron, pepper, cedar, planks, fnuffs, rofaries,

European bale goods, powder blue, cinnamon, Romifh
indulgencies, and other fpecies of merchandizes : and
though this cargoe, in our prefent circumftances,

was but of little value to us, yet with refpedl to

ihe Spaniards, it was the moft confiderable capture

we made in this pare of the world •, for it amounted
to upwards of 400,000 dollars prime cod, at Pa-
nama. X^^is Ihip was bound to Callao, and had
flopped at Paita in her pafTage, to uke in a recruit

of water and proviiions, having left that place not

above twenty-four hours, before fhe fell into our
hands.

7 I iiave
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I hav^ mentioned that Mr. Brett had received fome

important intelligence. The firft perfon he learnt it

from was one John Williams an Irifliman, whom he
found on board the Spanifh veflel. Williams was a

papift, who worked his paflage from Cadiz, and had
travelled all over the kmgdom of Mexico as a ped-
lar : he pretended, that by this bufinefs he had once
got 4 or 5000 dollars; but that he was embarrafled

by the priefts, who knew he had money, and was
at laft ftript of every thing he had. He was Indeed

at prefent all in rags, being but juft got cut of
Paita gaol, where he had been confined for fome
mifdemeanor •, he exprefled great joy upon feeing his

countrymen, and immediately told them, that, a few
days before, a veffel came into Paita, where the

mafter of her informed the governor, that he had
been chafed in the offing by a very large fhip, which

from her fize, and the colour of her fails, he was

perfuaded mull be one of the Englifti fquadron

:

this we then conjeftured to have been the Gloucef-

ter, as we afterward found. The governor, upon
examining the mafter, was fully fatisfied of his re-

lation, and immediately fent away an exprefs to Lima
to acquaint the viceroy therewith: and the royal

officer refiding at Paita, apprehenfive of a vifit from

the Englilh, had, from his firft hearing of this news,

been bufily employed in removing the king's trea.

furc and his own to Piura, a town within land,

about fourteen leagues diftant. We further learnt

from our prifoners, that there was a very confider-

able fum of money belonging to fome merchants

of Lima, now lodged in the cuftom-houfe at Paita

:

and that this was intended to be Ihipped on board

a veffel, then in the port of Paita, and was pre-

paring to fail with the utmoft expedition, being

bound for the bay of Sonfonnate, on the coaft of

Mexico, in order to purchafe a part of the cargo

of the Manilla Ihip. As the veffel in which the

money was to be fliippcd was efteemed a prime

failer,

*^ -
'..
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lliiler, had juft received a new coat of tallow on her

Ibottom i and might, in the opinion of the prifoners»

be able to fail the fucceeding morning ^ the character

they gave of her, left us little reafon to believe that

our fhip, which had been in the water near two years,

could have any chance of coming up with her, if-

Ue once fufFered her to efcape out of the port. There-

k)re, as we were now difcovered, and the coaft would
be foon alarmed, and as our ciuiiing in thefe parts

any longer would anfwer no purpole; the commo-
|dore refolved to endeavour to furprize the place,

having firft minutely informed himfelf of its ftrength

tnd condition, and being fully fatisfied, that there

was little danger of lofmg many of our men in the

attempt.

The town of Paita is ficuated in the latitude of
5'' : 12' fouth, on a moft barren foil : the extent of

it but fmall, containing in all lefs than two hundred
families. The houfes are only ground-floors ; the

walls built of fplit cane and mud, and the roofs

thatched with leaVes: thefe edifices, though ex-

tremely flight, are abundantly fufficient for a climate,

where rain is confidered as a prodigy, and is not

feen in many years : fo that it is faid, a fmall quan-

tity of rain falling in this .country in the year 1728,
ruined a great number of .buildings, which mouldered

away, and as it were melted before it. The inhabi-

tants of Paita are principally Indians and black flaves,

or at Icaft a mixed breed, the whites being very few^

The port of Paita, though in reality little more than

a bay, is efteem the beft on that part of the coaft

;

and is indeed a very fecure and commodious ancho-

rage. It is greatly frequently by all veflels coming
from the north •, fince here only the Ihips from Aca-
pulco, Sonlonnate, Realeijo and Panama, can touch

and retrelh in their paiTage to Callao: and the

length of thefe voyages (the wind for the greatefl

part of the year being full againit them) renders it

impoflible to perform them without calling upon the

coall

I' ,
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coaft for 1 recruit of frefh water. It ij true Paita is

ficuated on fo parched a fpoc, that it does not itfelf

furnilh a drop of frefh water, or any kind of greens
or provifions, except iifh and a few goats : but there

is aii Indian town called Colan, about two or three

leagues diftant to the northward, from whence water
maize, greens, fowls, &c. are conveyed to Paita orl

balzas or Aoats, for the conveniency of the fhips

that touch here •, and cattle are fometimes brought

from Piura, a town which lies about fourteen leagues

up in the country. This port of Paita, befides fur-

niftiing the northern trade bound to Callao, with

water and neceflaries, is the ufuai place where paf-

fengers from Acapulco or Panama, bound to Lima,
difembark; for, as it is two hundred leagues from
hence to Callao, the port of Lima, and as the wind

is generally contrary, the paflage by fea is very te-

dious and fatiguing, but by land there is a tolerable

good road parallel to the coaft, with many ftations

and villages for the accommodation of travellers.

* Mr. Anfon having informed himfelf of the ftrength

of the place, relblved to attempt it that very night.

Wc were then about twelve leagues diftant from the

Ihore, far enough to prevent our being difcovered

;

yet not fo far, but that by making all the fail wc
could, we might arrive in. the bay with our fliips

long before day-break: however, the commodore
prudently confidercd, that this would^ be an impro-

per method of proceeding, as our Ihips, being fuch

large bodies, might be eafily feen at a diftance, even

in the night, and might thereby alarm the inhabi-

tants, and give them an opportunity of removing

their valuable effeds. He therefore, as the ftrength

of the place did not require our whole force, refolved

to attempt it with our boats only, ordering the eigh-

teen oared barge, our own and the Tryal's pinnaces on

that fervice ; and having picked our fifty-eight men

to man them, well furnilhed with arms and ammu-
nition, . he intruited the command of the expedition
--- to
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to lieutenant Brett. And the better to prevent the

I

dirappointment and confudon which might arife from

the darknefs of the night, and from the ignorance

of the ftrcets and paflages of the place, two of the

Spaniih pilots were ordered to attend the lieutenant

;

and that we might have the greater fecurity for their .

behaviour on this occafion, the commodore took care

to affure our prifoners, that they (hould all of them

be releafed, and fet on fhore at this place, provided

the pilots afted faithfullv i but in cafe of any mif-

condudt or treachery, ne threatened that the pilots

jhould, be inftantly Ihot, and that he would carry the

reft "of the Spaniards, who were on board him, pri-

ibners to England. .,>,.,

On this occaiion I cannot but remark a Angular

,

drcumftance of one of the pilots employed by us in

1

this bufinefs. It feems, as we afterward learnt, he

had been taken by captain Clipperton above twenty

years before, and had been obliged to lead Clipper-

ton and his people to the furprize of Truxillo, a

town within land to the fouthward of Paita, where

however he contrived to alarqi his countrymen, and

to fave them, though the place was carried and
pillaged. Now that the only two attempts on (hore,

which were made at fo long an interval from each

other, ihould be guided by the fame perfon, and
he too a prifoner both times, and forced upon the

employ contrary to his inclination, is an accident

very extraordinary. But to return to the matter in

hand.

During our preparations, the (hips themfelves ftood

toward the port with all the fail they could make,
being fecure that we were yet at too great a diftance

to be feen. But about ten o'clock at night, the (hips

being then within five leagues of the place, lieuten-

ant Brett, with the boats under his command, put
off, and arrived at the mouth of the bay without

being difcovered ; though no fooner had he entered

it/ than fome of the people, on board a vefTel riding
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at anchor there, perceived him, who inftantly get-

ting into their boat, rowed towards the fort, fhouting

and crying. The English, the English dogs, &c.
by which the whole town was fuddenly alarmed, af>d'

our people foon obferved feveral lights hurrying

backwards and forwards in the fort, and other marks
of the inhabitants being in great motion. Lieute-

nant Brett, on this, encouraged his men to pull brilkly

up, that they might give the enemy as little time as

poflible. However, before our boats could reach

the (horc, the people in the fort had got ready feme

of their cannon, and pointed them towards the land-

ing-place ; and though in the darknefs of the night

it might be well fuppofed that chance had a greater

{hare than (kill in their direction, yet the firft (hot

pafTed extremely near one of the boats, whittling juft

over the heads of the crew. This made our people

redouble their elFortSi fothat they had reached the

ihore, and were in part difembarked by, the time the

fecond gun fired. As foon as our men landed, they

were condudted by one of the Spanifh pilots to the

entrance of a narrow ftreet, not above fifty yards

diftant from the beach, where they were covered

from the fire of the fort ; and being formed in the

beft manner the fliortnefs of the time would allow,

they immediately marched for the parade, which was

a large fquare at the end of this ftreet, the fort being

oae fide of the fquare, and the governor's houfe an-

other. The huzzas of this fpirited detachment, join-

ed with the noife of their drums, and favoured by

the night, had augmented their numbers, in the

opinion of the enemy, to at leaft three hundred;

by which perfuafion the inhabitants were fo greatly

intimidated, that they were much more iblicitous

about- the means of flight than refiftance : fo that

though upon entering the parade, our people receiv-

ed a volley from the merchants who owned the trea-

fure then in the town, and who, with a few others,

had ranged themfelves in a gallery that ran round the

governor's
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governor's houfe, yet that poft was immediately

abandoned upon the firft fire made by our people,

who were thereby left in quiet pofleflion of the

parade.

On this fucccfs lieutenant Brett divided his men
into two parties, ordering one of them to furround

the governor's houfe, and, if poflible, to fecure the

governor, whilft he himfelf at the head of the other

marched to the fort, with an intent to force it. But,

'

contrary to his expedtation, he entered it without

oppofition ; for the enemy, on his approach, aban-

doned it, and made their efcape over the walls:

By this means the whole place was maftered in lefs

than a quarter of an hour's time from the firft land-

ing, and with no other lofs than that of one man
killed on the fpot, and two wounded.

Lieutenant Brett, when he had thus far happily

fucceeded, placed a guard at the fort, and another

at the governor's houfe, and appointed centinels at

all the avenues of the town, both to prevent any

furprize from the enemy, and to fecure the efFefts in

the place from being embezzled. This being done,

his next care was to feize on the cuftom-houfe, where
the treafure lay, and to examine if any of the inha-

bitants remained in the town, that he might know
what farther precautions it was neceffary to take;

but he foon found that the numbers left behind

were no ways formidable: for the greateft part

of them (being in bed when the place was furprized)

had run away with fo much precipitation, that they

had not given themfelves time to put on their cloaths»

In this general rout the governor was not the laft to

fecure himfelf, for he fled betimes half naked, leav-

ing his wife, a young lady of about feventeen years

of age, to whom he had been married but three or

four days, behind him •, though (he too was after-

ward carried off in her ftiift by a couple of centi-

nels, juft as the detachment, ordered to inveft the

hoiife, arrived before it. This efcape of the gover-

VOL. III. C C pot
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nor was an unpleafing circumftance, as Mr. Anfon
had particularly recommended it to lieutenant Brett

to fecure his perfon, if poffibic; in hopes that by
that means we might be able to treat for the ranfom
of the place : but it feems his alertncfs rendered the
execution of thefe orders imprafticable. The few
inhabitants who remained Were confined in one of
the churches under a guard, except fomc (lout ne-
groes which were found in the town ; thefe, inftead

of being (hut itp, were employed the remaining part

of the night to afljft in carrying the treafure from the
cuftom-houfe and other places to the fort: however
there was care taken that they (hould be always at-

tended with a file of mufqueteers.

The tranfporting the treafure from the cuftom-
lioufe to the fort^ was the principal occupation of
Mr. Brett's people, after he had got pofleffion of the

place. But the tailors, while they were thus bufied,

could not be prevented from entering the houfes which

lay near them, in fearch of private pillage : where

the firft things which occurred to them, being the

cloaths that the Spaniards in their flight had left be-

hind, and which, according to the cuftom of the

country, were moft of them either embroidered or

laced •, our people eagerly embraced thefe glittering

habits, and put them on over their own dirty trowf-

(crs and jackets; not forgetting at the fame time, the

tye or bag-wig and laced hat, which were generally

found with the cloaths -, and when this praSice was

once begun, there was no preventing the whole de-

tachment from imitating it. But thofe, who came
lateft into the fafhion, not finding men's cloaths fuffi-

cient to equip themfelves, were obliged to take up
with women's gowns and petticoats, which (provid-

ed there was finery enough) they made no fcruple of

putting on, and blending with their own greafy

drefs. So that when a party of them thus ridicu-

loufly metamorphol'ed firft appeared before Mr. Brett,

ht was extremel}Turprized at the grotefque fight,

" / . and
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and could not immediately be fatisfied they were his

own people.

Thefe were the tranfaflions of our detachment on
fhore at Pait^ the Brft night : but to return to what
was done on board the Centurion in that interval.

After the boats were gone off, we lay by till one
o'clock in the morning, and then.fuppoling our de-

tachment to be near landing, we m^de an eafy fail

for the bay. About feven in the morning we began
to open the bay, and foon after had a view of the

town : and though we had no reafon to doubt of the

fuccefs of the enterprize, yet it w.?s with great joy

that we firft difcovered, by means of our perfpec-

rives, an Englifh flag hoifted on the flag-ftaff of the

fort, which to us was an inconteftable proof that

our people was in poffeflion of the place. We plied

into the bay with as much expedition as the wind,

which then blew off fhore, would permit us : and at

eleven, the Try^l's boat came on board us, loaden

with dollars and church-plate j' when the officer who
commanded her informed us of the preceding night's

tranfaftions, as we have already related them. About
two in the afternoon we anchored in ten fathoir and

a half at a mile and a half diftance from the town, and
wereconfcquently near enough tohave a more immedi-
ate intercourfe with thofe on (hore. And now we found

that Mr. Brett had hitherto gone on in collcdling and
removing the treafure without interruption : but that

the enemy had rendezvoufed from all parts of the

country on a hill, at the back of the town, where
they made no inconliderabie appearance. For amongft
the reft of their force, there were two hundred horfb

fccmingly very well arm-d and mounted, and, as we
conceived, properly trained and regimented j being

furnifhed with trumpets, drums, and itandards.

Thefe troops paraded about the hill with great often-

tation, founding their military mufic, and pradbiling

every art to intimidate us, in hopes that we might be

induced to abandon the place before the pillage was

C c 2 com-
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complcatcd. But wc were notfo ignorant as to believe^

that this body of horfe, which fcemcd to be what the

enemy principally depended on, would dare to ven-

ture in ftreets and amongft houfes, even had their

numbers been three times as large •, and therefore, not-

withftanding their menaces, we went on calmly, as

long as the day- light lafted, in fending off the trea-

fure, and in employing the boats to carry on board

refrefliments, fuch as hogs, fowls, &c. which we
found here in great abundance. However, at night,

to prevent any furprize, the commodore fent on (here

a reinforcement, who polled themfclves in all the

paffages leading to the parade ; and for their further

fecurity, traverfed the ftreets with barricadoes fix

feet high : but the enemy continuing quiet all night,

we, at day-break, returned again to our labour of

loading the boats, and fending them off.

By this time we were convinced of what confe-

quence it would have been to us, had fortune fe-

conded the prudent views of the commodore, by

permitting us to have fecured the governor. For

as we found in the place many ftore- houfes full

of valuable effefts, which were ufcleis to us at

prefent, and fuch as we could not find room for

on board: had the governor been in our power,

he would, in all probability, have treated for the

ranfom of this merchandize, which would have been

extremely advantageous both to him and us : where-

as, he being row at liberty, and having coUedtcd all

the force of the country for many leagues round, and

having even got a body of militia from Piura, which

was fourteen leagues diftant; he was fo far elated with

his numbers, and fo fond of his new military com-

mand, that he feemed not to trouble himfelf much

about the fate of his government. So that though

Mr. Anfon fcnt feveral meffages to him by fome of

the inhabitants, whom he had taken prifoners, offer-

ing to enter into a treaty for the ranfom of the town

and goods, giving him, at the fame time, an inii-

mation
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mation that we fhould be far from infixing on a rigo-

rous equivalent •, and threatning too, that if he would
not condefcend to treat, we would fet fire to the

town, and all the ware-houfes : yet the governor was
fo imprudent and arrogant, that he did not deign

even to return the lead anfwer to them.

On the fecond day of our being in pofleflion of the

place, feveral negroe flaves defcrted irom the enemy
on the hill, and coming into the town, voluntarily

engaged in our fervice : one of thefe was well known
to a gentleman on board, who remembered him for-

merly at Panama. We now learnt that the Spaniards

without the town were in extreme want of water, for

many of their flaves crept into the place by Health,

and carried away feveral jars of water to their maf-

ters on the hill : and tiiough fome of them were
feized by our men in the attempt, yet the thirft

among the enemy was fo prefling, that they conti-

nued this practice till we left the place. On this fe-

cond day we were a/Tured, both by the deferters

and by thefe prifoners we took, that the Spaniards

on the hill, who were by this time increafed to a

formidable number, had rcfolved to ftorm the town
and fort the fucceeding night ; and that one Gordon,
a Scots papift, and captain of a (hip in thofe feas,

was te have the command of this enterprize. How-
ever, we, notwithftanding, continued fending off our

boats, and profecuted our work without the leaft

hurry or precipitation till the evening •, when a rein-

forcement was again fent on ftiore by the commodore,
and lieutenant Brett doubled his guards at each of

the barricadoes : and our polls being conneAed by
the means of centinels placed within call of each

other, and the whole being vifited by frequent

rounds, attended with a drurp ; thele marks of our

vigilance, and of our readinefs to receive them, cooled

their refolution, and made them forget the vaunts of

the preceding day; fo that we paffed this fecond

C c 3 night
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night with as little tnoleflation as we had done the

former.

We had finiOied fending the treafure on board the

Centurion the evening before i fo that the third

jKiorning, being the 15th of Noven^ber, the boats

were employed in carrying off the moft valuable part

of the effcfts that remained in the town. And the

commodore intending to fail in the afternoon, he,

about ten o'clock, purfuant to his promife, fent all

his prifoners, amounting to eighty-eight, on ihore,

giving orders to lieutenant Brett to fecure them in one

frf" the churches under a ftrid guard, till the men were

ready to be embarked. Mr. Brett was at the fame

lime ordered to burn the whole town, except the

two churches (which by good fortune flood at fome
diftance from the houfes) and then he was to aban-

don the place, and to return on board. TheTe or-

ders were punctually complied with ; for Mr. Brett

immediately fet his men to work, to diftribute pitch,

tar, and other combuftibles, into houfes in different

iftreets of the town ; fo that, the place being fired in

ynany quarters at the famp time, the deftructioa

might be more violent and fudden ; and the enemy,

after our departure, not be able to extinguifti it.

When thefe preparations were made, he, in the next

place, commanded the cannon, which he found in

^he fort, to be nailed up j and then fetting fire to

thofe houfes which were molt to the windward, he

jcoliefted his men, and marched toward the beach,

where the boats waited to carry them off. As that

part of the beach whence he intended to embark was

an open place without the town, the Spaniards on the

liill perceiving he was rerreating, refolved to try if

they could not precipitate his departure, and thereby

Jay fome foundation for their future boafting. . To
this end a fmall fquadron of their horfe, confifting of

about fixty, picked out, as I fuppofe, for this fervice,

, marched down the hill with much fecming refolu-

tioni thlckeftpi
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§Oitn fo that, had we not entertained an adequate

opinion of their prowefs, we might have imagined,

that now we were on the open beach with no advan-

tage of fitiiation, they would certainly have charged

us: but we prelumcd (and wc were not miftaken)

that this was mere oftentation. ror, notwiihlland-

ing the pomp and parade they at firll canie on witli,

Mr, Brett no fooncr ordered his men to halt and fac?

about, than the enemy flopped aiiJ dared not to ad-

vance a ftep further.

When our people were arrived at their boats, and

were ready to go on board, they were for fome time

retarded, by milling one of their number -, and being

unable, on their mutual enquiries, to inform them-

fclves where he was left, or by what accident he was
detained, they, aftr^r a confidcrabJe delay, refolved to

get into their boats, and to depart without him. But
when the laft man was adtuaily embarked, and the

boats were juft putting off, they heard him calling

to them to take him in : the place was by this time

fo thoroughly on fire, and the fmoke covered the

beach fo effedlually, that they could fcarcely difcover

him, tho' they heard his voice. However, the lieute-

nant inftantly ordered one of the boats to his relief,

who found him up to the chin in water, for he had
waded as far as he durft, being extremely frightened

with the apprchenfions of falling into the hands of an

enraged enemy. On enquiring into the caufe of his

ftaying behind, it was found diat he had taken that

morning too large a dofe of brandy, which had
thrown him into lb found a fleep, that he did noc

awake till the fire came near enough to fcorch him.

He was ftrangely amazed at firft opening his eyes, to

fee the houfes all in a blaze on one fide, and feveral

Spaniards and Indians not far from him on the other.

The greatnefs and fuddennefs of his fright inltantly

reduced him to a ftate of fobriety, and gave him
fufficient prefcnce of mind to pufh through the

thlckeft Qi the fmoke, as the likelieCb means to efcape

C c 4 the
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the enemy, and making the bcft of his way to the
beach, he ran as far into the water as he durft, for he
could not fwim, before he ventured to look back.

It ought to be obferved, to the honour of our peo-
ple, that though there were great quantities of wine
and fpirituous liquors found in the place, yet this man
was the only one who was known to have fo far ne-

glefted his duty, as to get drunk. Indeed, their

whole behaviour, while they were afhore, was much
more regular than could well have been expeded
from failors who had been fo long confined to a (hip

:

and though part of this prudent demeanor muft

doubtlefs be imputed to the diligence of their officers,

and to the excellent difcipline to which they had been

conftantly inured on board the commodore; yet it

was no fmall reputation to the men, that they Ihould

generally refrain from indulging themfelves in thofe

liquors, which they found ready to their hands at al-

moft every warchoufe.

By the time our people had helped their comrade

out of the water, and were making the beft of their

way to the fquadron, the flames had taken poffeffion

of every part of the town, and had got fuch hold,

both by means of the combuftibles that had been

diftributed for that purpofe, and by the flightnefs of

the materials of which the houfes were compofed,

and their aptitude to take fire •, that it was fufficiently

apparent, no efforts of the enemy (though they

flocked down in great numbers) could poflibly put a

Hop to it, or prevent the entire deftrudlion of the

place, and all the merchandize contained therein.

Our detachment under lieutenant Brett having

fafely joined the fquadron, the commodore prepared

to leave the place the fame evening. He found,

when he firfl came into the bay, fix veflcls of the

enemy at anchor j one whereof was the fhip, which,

according; to our intelligence, was to have lailed with

the trearnre to the coaft of Mexico, and which, as we

were pcrfuadcd Ihe was a good failcr, vfc refolvcd tq

pl^9
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take with us : the others were two fnows, a bark,

and two row-gall ies of thirty-fix oars a-piecc. Thcfc

laft, as we were afterwards informed, with many
others of the fame kind built at divers ports, were
intended to prevent our landing in the neighbour-

hood of Callao : for the Spaniards, on the firft intel-

ligence of our fquadron and its force, expefted that

we would attempt the city of Lima. The commo-
dore, having no occafion for thefe other veflels, had
ordered the mails of all five of them to be cut away

at his firft arrival-, and on his leaving the place

they were towed out of the harbour, fcuttled, and
funk : and the command of the remaining Ihip, call-

ed the Solidad, being given to Mr. Hughs the lieu-

tenant of the Tryal, who had with him a crew of
ten men to navigate her, the fquadron, toward mid-

night, weighed anchor, and failed out of the bay,

being at prefent augmented to fix fail ; that is, the

Centurion, and the Tryal*s prize, together with the

Carmelo, the Terefa, the Carmin, and our laft ac-

quired veflel the Solidad.

It has been already obferved, that all the prifoners

taken by us in our preceding prizes were here put
on fhore, and difcharged ; amongft whom there were

fome perfons of confiderable diftin6iion, efpecially a
youth of about feventeen years of ^ge, fon of the

yice-piefident of the council of Chili. As the barba-

rity of the buccaneers, and the artful ufe the eccle-

fiaftics had made of it, had filled the natives of
thofe countries with the moft terrible ideas of Eng-
lilh cruelty ; we always found our prifoners, at their

firft coming on board us, to be extremely deject-

ed, and under great horror and anxiety. Particularly

this youth, who having never been from home be-

fore, lamented his captivity in the moft moving man-
ner, regretting in very plaintive terms, his parents,

his brothers, his fifters, and his native country ; of
all which he was fully perfuaded he had taken his

}aft farewel : believing that he was now devoted, for

the

If



f 394 ANSON'S VOYAGE
the remaining pj^rt of his life, to an abjed and cruel
fervitude. Indeed his companions on board, and all

the Spaniards that came into our power, had the fame
defponding opinion of their fituation. Mr. Anlbn
conftantly exerted his utmoil endeavours to efface

thcfe terrifying imprefllons they had received of us

;

j^lways taiiing care, that as many of the principal

people among them as there v/ere room for, (hould
4ine at his table by turns -, and giving the ftri6teft

orders too, that they (hould at all times, and in

every circumftance, be treated with the utmoft de-

cency and humanity. But notwithftanding this pre-

caution, it was generally obferved, that the firft day

or two they did not quit their fears, fufpedling the

gcntlenefs of their ufage to be only preparatory to

fome unthought-or calamity. However, being at

length convinced of our fincerity, they grew perfedt-

ly cafy in their fituation, and remarkably chearful , fo

that it was often difputable, whether or no they con-

fidered their being detained by us as a misfortune.

For the youth abovementioned, who was near two

months on board us, had taken fuch an afFedion to

Mr. Anfon, and feemed fo much pleafed with a

rnanner of life, totally different from all he had ever

feen before -, that it is doubtful whether, if his own
poinion had been afked, he would not have preferred

a voyage to England in the Centurion, to the being

fet on Siore at Paita, where he was at liberty to re-

jturn to his country and friends.

. This uniform condud of the commodore to his

•prjfoners gave them all the higheft idea of his huma-

nity and benevolence, and induced them likewife to

jcntertain very favourable thoughts of the whole Eng-

liih nation. But whatever they might be difpofed to

think of Mr. Anlbn before the capture of the Terefa,

their veneration for him was prodigioufly increafed

by his condi4«5t toward thofe women, whom he took

in that velTel : for the leaving them in the poffefTion

of their apartments, the ftritb orders given to prevent

all

,«.-,
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all his people on board from approaching them, and

the permitting the pilot to ftay with them as their

guardian, were meafures that Teemed fo difFerenc

from what might be expedted from an enemy and an

heretic ; that the Spaniards on board, though they

had themfelves experienced his beneficence, were
furprized at this new inftance of it, and the more fo,

as all this was done without his ever feeing the wo-
men, though the two daughters were both efteemed

handfome, and the youngeft was celebrated for her

uncommon beauty. The women themfelves too

were fo fenfible of the obligations they owed him, for

the care and attention with which he had protected

them, that they abfolutely refufed to go on (bore at

Paita, till they had been permitted to wait on him on
board the Centurion, to return him thanks in perfon.

Indeed, all the prifoners left us with the ftrongeft af-

furances of their grateful remembrance of his uncom-
mon treatment. A jefuit in particular, whom the

commodore had taken, and who was an ecclefiaftic of
fome diftinclion, could not help exprefllng himfelf

with great thankfuinefs for the civilities he and his

tountrymen had found on board, declaring, that he

fhould confider it as his duty to do Mr. Anfon juftice

at all times. He added, that his ufage of the men pri-

foners was fuch as could never be forgot, and fuch as

he could never fail to acknowlege and recite upon all

occafions : but that his behaviour to the women was
fo extraordinary, and fo extremely honourable, that

he doubted all the regard due to his o\,-n ecclefiaftical

charadler, would be fcarcely fufficient to render it

credible. Indeed we were afterward informed, that

he and the reft of our prifoners had not been filent

on this head ; but had, both at Lima and at other

places, given the greateft encomiums to our commo-
dore ; the jefuit in particular, as we were told, having,

on his account, interpreted in a lax and hypothetical

fenfe that article of his church, which aflerts the im-

poiTibility of heretics being faved.

When

1
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When we got under fail from the coaft of Paita, we

Hood to the weftward, and in the morning the com-
modore gave orders, that the whole fquadron ihould
fpread themfelves, to look out for the Gloucefter. For
as we then drew near the ftation where captain Mitchel
had been direded to criiife, we hourly expected to

get fight of him -, but the whole day pafled without
ieeing him.

And now a jealoufy, which had taken its rife at

Paita, concerning the appropriation of the plunder,

between thofe who had been commanded on (hore

for the attack, and thofe who had continued on
board, grew to fuch a height, that the commodore,
being made acquainted with it, thought it neceflary

to interpofe his authority to appeafe it. Thefe con-

tefts amongft our men, were carried on with great

heat on both fides: and though the plunder in quef-

tion was a very trifle, in comparifon of the treafure

•taken in the place, yet as the obftinacy of failors is

not always regulated by the importance of the matter

in difpute, the commodore thought it neceflary to

put a flop to this ferment betimes. Accordingly,

the morning after our leaving Paita, he ordered all

hands upon the quarter-deck •, where, addrefllng him-

felf to thofe who had been detached on fliore, he com-

mended their behaviour, and thanked them for their

fervices on that occafion : but then reprefenting to

them the reafons urged, by thofe who had continued

on board, for an equal diftribution of the plunder,

which he faid he thought very conclufive ; he there-

fore infilled, that not only the men, but all the offi-

cers likewife, who had been employed in taking the

place Ihould produce the whole of their plunder im-

mediately upon the quarter-deck •, and that it Ihould

be impartially divided amongft the whole crew, in

proportion to each man's rank and commiflion : and

to prevent thofe who had been in pofi'eflion of the

plunder from murmuring at this diminution of their

Ihare, the commodore added, that as an encourage-

.

;
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mcnt to others who might be hereafter employed on
like fervices, he would give his entire ihare to be dif-

tributed amongft thofe who had been detached for

the attack of the place. Thus this troublefome affair,

which, if permitted to have gone «i, might perhaps

have been attended with milchievous confequences,

was by the commodore's prudence foon appeafed, to

the general fatisfadlion of the fliip's company.

This important bufinefs employed the beft part of
the day, after we came from Paita. And now, at

night, having no fight of the Gloucefter, the com-
modore ordered the fquadron to bring to, that we
might not pafs her in the dark. The next morn-
ing we again looked out for her, at ten faw a fail,

to which we gave chace ; and at two in the afternoon

we came near enough to difcover her to be the Glou-
cefter, with a fmall veffel in tow. About an hour
after, we were joined by them j and then we learnt

that captain Mitchel, in the whole time of his cruife,

had only taken two prizes i one of them being a
fmall fnow, whofe cargo confifted chiefly of wine,

brandy, and olives in jars, with about 7000 1. in fpc-

cie -, and the other a large boat or launch, which the

Gloucefter's barge came up with near the fliore. The
prifonens on board this laft veflel alleged, that they

were very poor, and that their loading confifted only

of cotton ; though the circumltances in which the

barge furprized them. Teemed to infinuate that they

were more opulent than they pretended to be : for

the Gloucefter's people found them at dinner upon pi-

geon-pye, ferved up in filver difhes. However, the

officer who commanded the barge having opened fc-

veral of the jars on board, to fatisfy his curiofity, and
finding nothing in them but cotton, he was inclined

to believe the account the prifoners gave him : but the

cargo being taken on board the Gloucefter, and there

examined more ftri(5^1y, they were agreeably furprized

to find, that the whole was a very extraordinary pi?ce

of falfe package; and that there, was concealed

»

i

amongft
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amongft the cotton, in every jar, a confiderable quan-
tity of double doubloons and dollars, to the amount
on tbe whole of near 12,000 1. This treafure was go.
ing to Parta, and bciongcd to the fame merchants
who were the proprietors of the greateft part of the
money we had taKcn there : fo that had this boat
cfcaped the Gloucelter, it is probable her cargo would
have fallen infto our hands. Ikfide thefe two prizes

which we have mentioned, the Gloucefter's people
told usj that they had been in fight of two or three

other fliips of the enemy which had efcaped them

;

and one of them, we had reafon to believe from fome
of our intelligence, was of immenlc value.

Being now joined by the Gloucefter and her prize,

it was refolved that we fnould ftand to the northward,

and make the beft of our way either to Cape St.

Lucas on California, or to Cape Corientes on the coaft

of Mexico. Indeed the commodore, when at Juan
Femandes, had determined with himfelf to touch in

the neighbourhood of Panama, and to endeavour to

get fome correfpondence over-land with the fleet un-

der the command of admiral Vernon. For when we
departed from England, we left a large force at Portf-

mouth, whieh was intended to be fent to the Weft
Indies, tliere to be employed in an expedition againft

fome of the Spanifli fettlements. And Mr. Anfon
taking it for granted, that this enterprize had fuc-

ceeded, and that Porto Bello perhaps might be then

garrifoned by Britifti troops, he hoped, that on his

arrival at the ifthmus, he ihould ^afily procure an in-

tercourfe with our countrymen on the other fide. So
that Mr. A nfon flattered himfelf, that he might

by this means have received a reinforcement of men,

and that by fettling a prudent plan of operations

with our commanders in the Wert Indies, might

have taken even Panama itlcjf. This would have

^iven to the Britifh nation the poflenion of that

ifthmus, whereby we fiiould have been in efFedt maf-

ters of all the treafures of Peru, and fhould have had

4 in
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in our hands an equivalent for any demands, which

we might have been induced to have made on either

of the branches of the houfe of Bourbon.

Such were the projects which the commodore re-

vohred in his thoughts at the ifland of Juan FeJr-

nandes, notwithftanding the feeble condition to which

he was then reduced. But in examining the papers

which were found on board the CarmSo, the firft

prize we took, we learnt that our attempt againft Car-

thagena had failed, and that there was no probability

that our fleet, in that part of the world, would etigage

in any new cnterprize, which would at all facilitate

this plan.

The only feafible meafure which was then left us,

was to fteer as foon as polTible to the fouthern parts of

California, or to the adjacL-nt parts of Mexico, there

to cruife for the Manilla galeon, which we knew was

now at fea, bound to the port of Acapulco •, and

we doubted not to get on that ftation time enough to

intercept her. This fliip does not ufually arrive at

Acapulco till toward the middle of January, and we
were now but in the middle of November ; and not

conceiving that our paifage thither would coft us

above a month or five weeks, we imagined we
had near twice as much time as was neceflary foT

our purpofe. Indeed there was a bufmefs which We
forefaw would occalion fome delay, but we flattered

ourfelves that it would be difpatched in four or five

days, and therefore < ould not interrupt our projeft.

This was the recruiting of our water-, for the number
of prifoncrs we had entertained on board, fince our

leaving the ifland of Fernandes, had fo fiir exhaUfted

our ftock, that it was impoflible to think of ventur-

ing upon this pafiage to the coaft of Mexico, till we
had procured a frefli fupply : efpi ,.ially as at Paita,

whe'*e we had feme hopes of getting a quantity, we
did not find enough for our confumption during our

ftay there. It was for fome time a matter of delibe-

ration, where we Ihould take in this neceflary article;

but
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but by confulting the accounts of former navigatorj
and examining our prifoners, we at laft refolved for
the ifland of Quibo, fituated at the mouth of the bay
of Panama : nor was it but on good grounds that the
commodore conceived this to be the propereft place
for watering the fquadron. Indeed, there was a
fhiall iiland called Cocos, which was lefs out of our
"way than Quibo, where fome of the buccaneers have
pretended to find water; but none of our prifoners

knew any thing of it : and befide, by going to Qui-
bo we were not without hopes that fome of tlie

enemy's lliips bound to or from Panama, might fall

into our hands.

Determined therefore by thefe. realbns for Quibo,
we dire(5ted our courfe northward, being eight fail in

company, and confequently having the appearance of
a very formidable fleet-, and on the 19th, at day^break,

we difcovered Cape 31anco, bearing fouth fouth eaft,

one half eaft, feven miles diftant. This cape lies in

the latitude of 40° 15' fouth, and is always made bjr

Ihips bound either to windward or to leeward ; fo that

off this cape is a moft excellent ftation to cruife upon
the enemy. By this time we found that our laft

prize, the Solidad, was far from anfwering the cha-

jrafter given .-» -t of a good failer i flie and the Santa

Terefa delaying us confidcrably. The commodore
therefore commanded them both to be cleared of

every thing that might prove ufeful to the reft of the

fliips, and to be burnt : and having given proper in-

ftruftions, and a rendezvous to the Gloucefter and

the other prizes, we proceeded in our courfe for

Quibo ; and on the 2 2d in the morning, faw the ifland

of Plata, beaiing eaft, diftant about four leagues. At
three in the afternoon point Manta bore fouth eaft by

eaft, feven miles diftant *, and there being a town of

the fame name in the neighbourhood, capt. Mitchel

took this opportunity of fending away feveral of his

prifoners from the Gloucefter in the Spanifti launch.

The boats were now daily employed in diftributing

4 proyifions
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provifioris on board our prizes, to complete their

ftock for fix months : and that the Centurion might

be the better prepared to give the Manilla (hip a

warm reception, the carpenters were ordered to fix

eight (locks in the main and foretops, which were
properly fitted for the mounting of fwivel guns.

On the 25 th we had a fight of the ifland of Gallo,

bearing eaft fouth ea(t and one half eaft, four leagues

diftant; and from hence we croflfed the bay of Pa-

nama with a north weft courfe, hoping that this

would havp carried us in a direft lire to the ifland of
Quibo. But we afterward found that we ought

to have (lood more to the we(twardj for th?

winds in a (hort time began to incline to that

quarter, and made it difficult to gain the ifland.

After pafllng the ecjuinodlial, (which we did on
the 2 2d) and leaving the neighbourhood of the Cor-

dilleras, and (landing more and more toward the

ifthmus, where the communication of the atmofphere

to the eaftward and the weftw^rd was no longer in-

terrupted i we found in very few days an extraordinary

alteration in the climate. For inftead of that uniform

temperature, where neither the excefs of heat or cold

was to be complained of, we had now for feveral

days together clofe and fyltry weather, refembling

what we had before met with on (he coaft of Brafil,

and in other parts between the tropics on the eaftern

fide of America. We had befide frequent calms and
heavy rajns •, which we at firft afcribed to the neigh-

bourhood of the line, where this kind of weather is

generally found to prevail a( all feafons of the year |

but obferving that it attended us to the latitude of
feven degrees north, we were :^t length induced p be.

lieve, that the ftormy fcafon, or, as the Spaniar45

call it, the vandevals, was not yet oyer,

On the 27th, captain Mitchel having finiflied the

clearing of his largeft prize, (he was fcuttled, and {c%

on fire ; but we ftill confifted of five (hips, and were

fortunate enough to find them all good failers •, (b

Vol. in, pa that

.^-
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that wc never occafioned any delay to each other.

Being now in a rainy climate, which we had been
Ions difufed to, we found it neceffary to caulk the
decks and fides of the Centurion, to prevent the rain-

water from running into her.

On the 3d of December we had a view of the ifland

of Quibo ; the eaft end of which then bore from us

north north weft, four leagues diftant, and the ifland

of Quicaro weft north welt, about the fame diftance.

Here we ftruck ground fixty-five fathom of line, the

bottom of grey fand, with black fpecks. When we
had thus got fight of the land, we found the wind to

hang wefterly ; and therefore, night coming on, we
thought it advifeable to ftand off till the morning,

as there are faid to be fome Ihoals in the entrance of

the channel. But the wind ftill proving unfavour-

able, we were obliged to ply on and off for the

fucceeding twenty-four hours, and were frequently

taken aback. However, about three in the afternoon

we entered the Canal Bueno, paffmg round a fhoal

which ft retches off about two miles from the fouth

point of the ifland. This Canal Bueno, or Good
Channel, is at leaft fix miles in breadth ; and as we
had the wind large, we kept in a good depth of wa-

ter, generally from twenty-eight to thirty-three fa-

thom, and came not within a mile and a halfdiOance

of the breakers : though, in all probability, if it had

been neceffary, we might have ventured much nearer,

without incurring the leaft danger. At feven in the

evening we anchored in thirty-three fathom muddy
ground ; the fouth point of the ifland bearing fouth

eaft by eaft, a remarkable high part of the ifland weft

by north, and the ifland Sebaco eaft by north.

The next morning, after our anchoring, an officer

was difpatched on fliore to difcover the watering

place, who having found it, returned before noon

;

and then we fent the long-boat for a load of water,

and at the fame time we weighed and ftood farther in

with our ftiips. At two we came to an anchor in

twenty-
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twenty-two fathom, with a bottom of rough gravel

intermixed with broken fhells, the watenng place

now bearing from us north weft one half north, only

three quarters of a mile diftant.

This ifland of Quibo is extremely convenient for

wooding and watering ; fmce the trees grow clofe to

the high-water mark, and a large rapid dream of frefh

water runs over the fandy beach into the fea: fo that we
were little more than two days laying in all the wood
and water we wanted. The whole iQand is of a very

moderate height, excepting one part. It confifts of

a continued wood fpread all over the whole furface of
the country, which preferves its verdure the year

round. Amongft the other wood, we found there

abundance of calTia, and a few lime-trees. It appear-

ed lingular to us, that, confidering the climate and
the Ihelter, we (hould fee no other birds than parrots,

parroquets, and mackaws ; indeed of thefe lad there

were prodigious flights. Next to thefe birds, the ani-

mals we found in mod plenty were monkeys and
guanas, and thefe we frequently killed for food; for

notwithdanding there were many herds of deer upon
the place, yet the difficulty of penetrating the woods
prevented our coming near them ; fo that though we
faw them often, we killed only two during our day.

Our prifoners aflfured us, that this iQand abounded
with tigers ; and we did once difcover the print of a
tiger's paw upon the beach, but the tigers themfelves

we never faw. The Spaniards too informed us, that

there was frequently found in the woods a mod mif-

chievous ferpcnt, called the flying Ihake, which

they faid darted itfelf from the boughs of trees on
either man or bead that came within its reach;

and whofe ding they believed to be inevitable

death. Befide thefe dangerous land-animals, the

fea thereabout is infeded with great numbers of al-

ligators of an extraordinary fize ; and we often ob-

ferved a large kind of flat-fifli, jumping a confider-

able Tieight out of the water, which we fuppofed to be
the fifti that is laid frequently to dedroy the pearl di-
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vers, by clafping them in its fins as they rife from the
bottom : and we were told that the divers, for their

fecurity, are now always armed with a ftiarp knife,
which, when they are entangled, they ftick into the
belly of the fi(h, and thereby difengage themfelves
fVorh its embraces.

Whilft the fhip continued here at anchor, the com-
rttodore, attended by fome of his officers, went in a boat
to examine a bay which lay to the northward ; and
they afterwards ranged all along the eaftern fide of
the ifland. And in the places where they put on
fhore in the courfe of this expedition, they generally

found the foil to be extremely rich, and met with
great plenty of excellent water. In particular near

the north eaft point of the ifland, they difcovered a

natural cafcade, which furpafled, as they conceived,

every thing of this kind, which human art or induf-

try hath hitherto produced. All the neighbourhood
of this ftream was a fine wood ; and even the huge
mafles of rocks which overhung the water, and

which, by their various projedions, formed the ine-

qualities of the channel, were covered with lofty foreft

trees. Whilft the commodore, with thofe accompa-

nying him, were attentively viewing this place, and

were remarking the dift^erent blendings of the water,

the rocks, and the wood, there came in fight, as it

were ftill to heighten and animate the profpeft, a

prodigious flight of mackaws, which hovering over

this fpot, and often wheeling and playing on the wing

about it, afforded a moft brilliant appearance, by the

^ glittering of the fun on their variegated plumage : fo

that fome of the fpedators cannot refrain from a kind

of tranfport, when they recount the complicated beau-

ties which occurred in this extraordinary water-fall.

' In this expedition, which the boat made along the

eaftern fide of the ifland, though they difcovered no

inhabitants, yet they faw many huts upon the ftiore,

and great heaps of fliells of fine mother of pearl

fcaitered up and down in difl:erent places : thefe were

the remains left by the pearl- fiflicrs from Panama,

6 who
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who often frequent this place in the fummer fcafon i

for the pearl oyfters, which are to be met with every

where in the bay of Panama, do fo abound at Quibo,
that by advancing a very little way into the fea, you
might (loop down and reach them from the bottom.

They are ufually very large, and out of curiofity we
opened fome of them with a view of tailing them, but

we found them extremely tough and unpalatable.

And having mentioned thefe oyfters and the pearl

fifhery, I muft beg leave tc recite a few particulars re-

lating to that fubjcd:.

The oyfters moft produ£live of pearls are thofe

found in confiderable depths •, for though what are

taken up by wading near ftiore, are of the fame fpe-

cies, yet the pearls they contain are few in number
and very fmall. It is faid too, that the pearl partakes

in fome degree of the quality of the bottom on which
the oyfter is lodged ; fo that if the bottom be mud-
dy, the pearl is dark and ill coloured.

The taking up oyfters from great depths for the

fake of their pearls, is a work performed by negro

flaves, of which the inhabitants of Panama and the

neighbouring coaft formerly kept vaft numbers, which
were carefully trained up to this bufinefs. Thefe are

faid not to be efteemed complete divers, till they

have by degrees been able to protradl their ftay-fo

long under water, that the blood gulhes out from
their nofe, mouth, and ears : and it is the tradi-

tion of the country, that when this accident has once

befallen them, they dive for the future with much
greater facility than before ; and they have no appre-

henfion either- that any inconvenience can attend ijt,

the bleeding generally flopping of itfejf, or that there

is any probability of their being ever fubjed to it a

fecond time. But to return from this digrefTion.

> Though the pearl oyfter, as hath been faid, was

incapable of being eaten, yet that defedt was more
than repaid by the turtle -, a dainty which the fca at

;his place furnilhed us with in the greatcft plenty an^

, ,, P d 3
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psrfeftion. There are generally reckoned four fpe-

cies of turtle j that is, the trunk turtle, the logger-

head, the hawkibill, and the green turtle. The two
firft are rank and unwholefome ; the hawkfbill (which
affords the tortoife-fhell) is but indifferent food, though
better than the other two •, but the green turtle is ge-

nerally efteemed, by the greateft part of thofe who are

acquainted with its tafte, to be the moft delicious of all

eatables. At this ifland we caught what quantity we
pleafed with great facility ; for as they are an amphibi-

ous animal, and get on fhore to lay their eggj^, which

they generally depofit in a large hole in the fand, juft

above the high-water-wark, covering them up, and

leaving them to be hatched by the heat of the fun,

we ufually difperfed feveral of our men alon^^ the

beach, whofe bufinefs it was to turn them on their

backs when they came to land ; and the turtle being

thereby prevented from getting away, we brought

them off at our leifure. By this means we not only

fecured a fufficient ftock for the time we ftayed on the

ifland, but we carried a number of them with us to

fca, which proved of great fervice both in lengthen-

ing out our ftore of provifion, and in heartening the

whole crew with an almoft con(Ian t fupply of frefh

and palatable food. For the turtles being large, they

generally weighing about 200 1. weight each, thofe

we took with us lalted near a month : fo that before

our ftore was fpent, we met with a frelh recruit on the

coaft of Mexico, where in the heat of the day we often

faw great numbers of them faft afleep, floating on the

furface of the water. Upon difcovering them, we
ufually fent out our boat with a man in the bow, who
was a dexterous diver : and as the boat came within

p. few yards of the turtle, the diver plunged into the

water, taking care to raife clofe upon it, when feizing

the (hell near the tail, and preffing down the hinder

garts, the turtle was thereby awakened, and began to

rike with its claws, which motion fupported both it

and the diver tijl thr boat caine up and took them in.

By



ROUND THE WORLD. 407

By this iTianagement we never wanted turtle for the

fucceeding four months in which we continued at Tea.

In the whole feven months, from our leaving Juan
Fcrnandes to our anchoring in the harbour of Cheque-
tan, we buried no more in the whole fquadron than

two men ; a moft inconteftable proof that the turtle,

on which we fed for the laft four months of this

term, was at leaft innocent, if not fomething more.

Confidering the fcarcity of other provifions on
fome part of the coaft of the South Seas, it appears

wonderful that a fpecies of food, fo very palatable

and falubrious as turtle, fhould be profcribed by the

Spaniards as unwholefome, and little lefs than poifon-

ous. Perhaps the ftrange appearance of this animal

may have been the foundation of this fuperftitious

averfion, of which we had many inftances during the

courfe of this navigation,. I have already obfcrvcd,

that we had taken in our prizes fome Indian and ne-

gro (laves ; we did not difmifs them with their maf-

ters, but continued them on board, as our crews

were thin, to aflift in navigating our (hips. Thefe
poor people were aftonifhed at our feeding on turtle,

and feemed fully perfuaded that it would foon de-

ftroy us : but finding that none of us fuffered in our

health by this diet, they at laft got fo far the better

of their averfion, as to be perfuaded to tafte it, to

which the abfence of all other kinds of frelh pro-

vifions might not a little contribute. However, it

was with great reluftance, and very fparingly, that

they firft began to eat of it : but the relifh improv-

ing upon them by degrees, they at laft grew extreme-

ly fond of it, and preferred it to every other kind

of food, and often felicitated each other on the hap-

py experience they had acquired, and the luxurious

and plentiful repafts it would always be in their

power to procure, when they Ihould again return

back to their country. Thofe who are acquainted

with the manner of life of thefe unhappy wretches,

P^ed not be told, that next to large draughts of fpi-

P d 4 rituous
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rituous liquors, plenty of tolerable food is the greate(^

joy they know, and coniequently the difcovering the

means of being always fupplied with what quantity

they pleafed, of a food more delicious to the pa-

late than any their haughty lords and mafters could

indulge in, was doubtlefs a circumftance which they

confidered as the moft fortunate that pould befall

them.

In three days time we had compleated our bufi-

nefs at this place, and were extremely impatient to

depart, that we might arrive time enough on the

coaft of Mexico, to intercept the Manilla galeon.

But the wind being contrary, detained us a night
j

and the next day, when we got into the offing, which

we did through the fame channel by which we en-

tered, \VQ were obliged to keep hovering about the

iQand, in hopes of getting fight of the Gloucerter,

who was feparated from us on our firft arrival. It

was the 9th of December, in the morning, when we
put to fea

J
continuing to the fouth'ward of the

ifland> looking out for the Gloucefter, we, on the

1 oth, at five in the afternoon, difcerned a fmall fail

to the northward of us, to which we gave chace,

and coming up with her, took her. She proved to

be a bark from Panama, called the Jefu Nazareno.

She had nothing on board but feme oakum, about a

ton of rock-falt> and between go and 40 1. in fpecie,

moft of it confifting of fmall filyer money, intendecj

for purchafing a cargo of provifions at Cheripc, an

inconfiderable village on the continent.

And on occafion of this prize I cannot but ob-

ferve, for the ufe of future cruifers, that, had we
been in want of provifions, we had, by this capture,

an obvious method of fupplyiiig ourfelves. For at

Cheripe there is a conftant ftore of provifions pre-

pared for the vefTels who go thither every week Irom

ranama, the market of Panama being chiefly fup-

Elied from thence : fo that by putting a few of our

,
ands on board our prize, we might eafily have feized

a large



ROUND THE WORLD. 409

^ large quantity without any hazard, fmce Cheripe js

a place of no ftrength. As proyifions are the ftaple

pommodity of that place and of its neighbourhood,

the knowlege of this circumttance niay be of great

ufe to fuch cruifers as find their provifions grow fcant,

,and yet are defirous of continuing on that coaft.

On the 1 2th of December we were at laft re-

lieved from the perplexity we had fuflfered, occa-

fioned by the leparation of the Gloucefter -, for on
that day Ihe joined us, and informed us, that in tack-

ing to the fouthward, on our firft arrival, (he had
fprung her fore- top-maft, which had difabled her

from working to windward, and prevented her from
joining us fooner. And now we fcuttled and funk
the Jefu Nazareno the prize we took laft ; ahd hav-

ing the greateft impatience to get into a proper fta*

tion for intercepting the Manilla galeon, we ftood al-

together to the weftward, leaving the ifland of Qui-
bo, notwithftanding all the impediments we met
with, about nine days after our firlt coming in fight

of it.

Oil the 1 2th of December we ftood from Quibo
to the weftward, a.id the fame day the commodore
delivered freili inftrudtions, appointing the rendez-

voufes, and the courfes to fteer in cafe of a fepara-

tion. And firft, the veflcls were direded to ufe all

poffible difpatch in getting to the northward of the

harbour of Acapulco, where they were to endea-

vour to fall in with the land, between the latitudes

of 18 and 19 degrees; from thence to beat up the

coaft at eight or ten leagues diftance from the fliore,

till they came a-breaft of Cape Gorientes, in the la-

titude of 20* 20'. After they arrived there, they

were to continue cruifing on that ftation till the 14th

of February, when they were to depart for the middle

iQand of the Tres Marias, in the latitude of 21*

25', bearing from Cape Corientes north-weft by north

twenty five leagues diftant. And if at this ifland

^hey did not meet the Commodore, they were there

to
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to recruit their wood and water, and then immedi.
ately to proceed for the ifland of Macao, on the
coaft of Cliina. Thcfe orders being diftribiitcd to

all the (hips, we had little doubt of arriving loon

upon our intended llation -, as we expcdled upon the

incrc;ifiiig our offing from Quibo, to fall in with the

regular trade-wind. Bur, to our extreme vexation,

wc were baffled for near a month, either by tempef-

tuous weather from the wcftcrn quarter, or by dead
calms and heavy rains, attended with a fultry air

:

fo that it was the 23ih of December before we faw

the ifland of Cocos, which, according to our reckon-

ing, was only a hundnxi leagues from the continent

;

and even then we had tlu* mortification to make fo

little way, that wc did not lofe fight of it again in

five days.

This ifiand we found to be in the latitude of 5'^ 20'

north. It has a ifigh hummock toward the welUrn

part, which dcfcends gradually, and at laft terminates

m a low point to the eaflward. From the iflarsd of

Cocos we Hood well by north, and were till the 9th

of January in runninir an hundred leagues more.

We had at firft flatteretl ourfelves, that the uncertain

weather, and weftt rn gales we met with, were ow-

ing to the neighbourhood of the continent •, from

which, as we got more diflant, wc expected every

day to be relieved, by falhng in with the eaftern

trade-wind : but as our hopes were fo long baffled,

and our patience quite exhaufled, we began at length

to delpair of fucceeding in the great purpofe in view,

that of intercepting the Manilla ealeon. This pro-

r' iced a general dejet^ion amongft us, as we had at

fnll co.nlidered the proje«fl: as almoll infallible, and

had indulged ourfelves in the moll boundlefs hopes

of the advanryjTes we fhould thence receive. How-
ever, our defpondence was at lall fomewhat allevi

atcd by a favouniblc change of the wind ; for, on

the 9th of January, a gale fprung up the firft time

from the north- call, and on thjs we took the Car-

melo

were auvan
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mclo in tow, as the Glouccfter did the Carmin,

making all the fail we could to improve the advan-

tage, pecaufe we dill fufpeded tnat it was only

^ temporary gale which would not laft long

;

though the next day we had ti.e fatisfadtion to Hnd
that the wind did not only continue in the fame
quarter, but blew with fo much brifkncfj and lleadi-

ncfs that we no longer doubted of its being the true

trade-wind. As we now advanced a-pacc toward

our ftatlon, our hopes began again to revive, and
our former dclpair by degrees gave place to more
fanguinc prejudices ; infomuch that though the cuf-

tomary Icafon of the arrival of the galoon at Acapul-

co was already elapfed, yet we were by this time un-

reafonable enougli to flatter ourfelves that fome acci-

dental delay might, for our advantage, lengthen out

her pafliigc beyond it5 ufual limits.

When we got into the trade-wind, wc found no
alteration in it till the 17th of January, when we
were advanced to the latitude of 1

2^ 50', but on that

day it fhifted to the wcftward of the north : this

change we imputed to our having haled up too foon,

though we tiien cfteemed ourlelves full feventy

leagues from the coaft •, whence, and by our former

experience, we were fully fatislied that the trade-

wind doth not take place, but at a confiderable dif-

tance from the continent. After this the wind was
not fo favourable to us as it had been : however, we
ftill continued to advance; and, on the 26th of Ja-
nuary, being then to the northward of Acapulco,

we tacked and Hood to the eaftward, with a view
of making land.

When, on the 26th of January, we ftood to the

eaftward, we expet^lcd by our reckonings to have

fallen in with the land on the 28th ; yet though the

weather was perfcftly clear, we had no fight of it at

fun-le|: ; and therefore we continued our courfe, not

doubting but we Ihould fee it by the next morning.

About te:i at night we difcovered a light on the lar-

board-

i
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board-bow, bearing from us north north-eaft. The
Tryal's prize too, who was about a mile a-head of
us, made a fignal at the fame time for feeing a fail

;

as we had nOne of us any doubt but what we fav/

was a fliip's light, we were all extremely animated

with a firm perfuafion that it was the Manilla galeoru

which had been fo long the objed of our wifhes

:

and what added to our alacrity, was our expcdtation

of meeting with two of them inftead of one ; for we
took it for granted, that the light in view was cat-

ried in the top of one Ihip, for a direfbion to her

confort. We immediately caft off the Carmelo, and
prefled forward with all our canvas, making a fignal

for the Gloucefter to do the fame. Thus we chafed

the light, keeping all our hands at their refpedive

quarters, under an expectation of engaging within

half an hour. In this conftant and eager attention

we continued all night, always prefuming that an-

other quarter of an hour would bring us up with

fhis Manilla lliip, whofe wealth, and that of her

jliippofed cpnfort, we now eftimated by round mil-

lions. But when the morning broke, Midday-light

Came on, we were moft ftrangely and vcxatioufly dif-

appointed, by finding that the light which had oc-

caiioned all this bullle and expedancy, was only a

fire on the lliore. It mult be owned, the circum-

llances of this deception were extraordinary ; for, by

our run during tlie night, and the diftance of the

land in the morning, there was no doubt to be made
but this fire, when we firft difcovercd it, was above

twenty-five leagues from us ; and yet, no perfon oji

board doubted of its being a fhip's light, or of its

being near at hand. It was indeed upon a very high

mountain, and continued burning for feveral days

afterwards ; however, it was not a vulcano, but ra-

ther, perhaps, a tradt of ftubble or heath, fet on fire

for fome purpofe of agriculture.

At fun-rifing, after this mortifying delufion, we

tqund Qurfeivcs about nine leagues off the land,

which
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which extended from the north-weft to eaft, ' north.

On this land we obferved two remarkable hummocks,
fuch as are ufnally called paps, which bore north from
us : thefe a Spanilh pilot and two Indians, who were
the only perfons amongft us that pretended to have
traded in this part of the world , affirmed to be over

the harbour of Acapulco. Indeed, we very much
doubted their knowlege of the coaft -, for we found
thefe paps to be in the latitude of 17" 56', whereas

thofe over Acapulco are faid to be 17 degrees only

;

and we afterwards found our fulpicions of their fkill

to be well grounded.

Being now in the track of the Manilla galeon, it

was a great doubt with us, as it was near the end of

January, whether (he was or wns not arrived : but .

examining our prifoners about it, they aflured us,

that'ihe was fometimes known to come in after the

middle of February •, and ihey endeavoured to per-

fuade us, that the fire we had feen on fhore was a

proof that ftic was yet at iea ; it being cuftomary, as

they faid, to make ufe of thefe fires as fignals for her

dJreftion, when Jhe continued longer out than ordi-

nary. On this reafoning of our prifoners, ftrcngthened

by our propenfity to believe them in a matter which
fo plealingly flattered our wilhes, we refolved to cruife

for her for fome days •, and we accordingly fpread our

fhips at the diftance of twelve leagues from the coaft,

in fuch a manner, that it vvas impoffible (he ftiould

pafs us unobferved. However, not feeing her loon,

we were at intervals inclined to fufpedt that fne had
gained her port already -, and as we now began to want

a harbour to refrefli our people, the uncertainty of

our prefent fituation, gave us great uneafmefs, and

we were very folicitous to get fome pofitive intel-

ligence, which might either let us at liberty to con-

fult our neceflities, if the galleon was arrived, or

might animate us to continue our prefent cruife with

chearfulnefs if flie was not. With this view the com-
modore, aft?r examining our prifoners very particu-

.

' iarly,
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larly, rcfolved to fend a boat, under colour of the
night, into the harbour of Acapulco, to fee if the
Manilla Ihip was there or not. To execute this en-
terprize, the barge was difpatched the 6th of Febru-
ary, carrying a fufficient crew and two officers. Our
barge did not return to us again till the eleventh
when the officers acquainted Mr. Anfon, that, agree-
able to our fulpicion, there was nothing like a°har-

bour in the place where the Spanilh pilots had at firft

aflerted Acapulco to lie i that after they had fatisfied

themfelves in this particular, they fteered to the eaft-

ward, in hopes of difcovering it, and had coafted

along fhore thirty- two leagues; that at the end of
their run they could juft difcover two paps at a very

great diftance to the eaftward, which from their ap-

pearance and their latitude they concluded to be thofe

in the neighbourhood of Acapulco. On this intel-

ligence we all made fail to the eaftward, in order to

get into the neighbourhood of that port -, the com-
modore being determined to fend the barge a fc-

cond time upon the fame enterprize, when we were

arrived within a moderate diftance. Accordingly

the next day, which was the 12th of February, we
being by that time confiderably advanced, the barge

was again difpatched, and particular inftruftions gi-

ven to the officers to preferve themfelves from being

feen from the ftiore. On the 13th we efpied a high

land to the eaftward, which was firft imagined to be

that over the harbour of Acapulco ; but we after-

wards found that it was the high land of Seguateneio,

where there is a imall harbour, of which we (hall

have occafion to make more ample mention hereafter.

,

We waited fix days, from the departure of our barge,

without any news of her, fo that we began to be un-

eaf; for her fafety ; but, on the 7th day, that is, on

the 19th of February fhe returned : when the offi-

cers informed the commodore, that they had difco-

vered the harbour of Acapulco, which they erteemed

to bear from us caft Ibuth-eaft, at leaft fifty leagues

7 diftanc

;
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diftant: that on the 17th, about two in the morn-

ing, they were got within the ifland that lies at the

mouth of the harbour, and yet neither the Spanifh

pilot, nor the Indian could give them any informa-

tion where they then were •, but that while they were

lying upon their oars in fufpence what to do, being

ignorant that they were then at the very place they

fought for, they difcerned a fmall light near the fur-

face of the water, on which they inftantly plied their

paddles, and moving as filently as poifible toward

it, they found it to be in a filhing canoe, v/hich they

furprized, with three negroes that belonged to it.

The officers further added, that they had immedi-

ately turned the canoe adrift againft the face of a

rock, where it would be inevitably dafhed to pieces

by the fury of the fea : this they did to deceive thofe

who perhaps might be fent from the town to fearch

after the canoe ; for upon feeing feveral remains of a

wreck, they would immediately conclude that the

people on board her had been drowned.

On examining thefe negroes, we found that we
were indeed difappointed in our expectation of inter-

cepting the galleon before her arriving at Acapulco

;

but we learnt other circumftances which ftill revived

our hopes, and which, we then conceived, would
more than balance the opportunity we had already

loft : for though our negroe prifoners informed us,

that the galleon arrived at Acapulco on our 9th of Ja-

nuary, which was about twenty days before we fell

in with this coaft i yet they at the fame time told

us, that the galleon had delivered her cargo, and
was taking in water and provifions in order to re-

turn i and that the viceroy of Mexico had, by pro-

clamation, fixed her departure from Acapulco to

the 14th of March, N. S. Thislaft news was moft

joyfully received by us, (Ince we had no doubt but

fhe mud certainly fall into our hands, and it was
much more eligible to fcize her on her return, than

it would have been to hav*, taken, her before her ar-

rival j

III :E



4i6 ANSON'S VOYAGE
rival i as the fpecic for which (he had fold her cargo,
and which (he would now have on board, would be
prodigioufly more to be eftcemed by us than the

cargo itfelf i great part of which would have perilhed

on our hands, and none of it could have been dif-

pofed of by us at fo advantageous a mart as Aca-
yulco.

Thus we were a fecond time engaged in an eager
cxpeftation of meeting with jhis Manilla (hip, which,

by the fame of its wealth, we had been taught to

confider as the moft defirable capture that was to

be made on any part of the ocean. But fince all

our future proje(5ls will be in fome fort regulated

with a view to the pofCcfCion of this celebrated gal-

leon, and fince the commerce which is carried on
by means of thefe ve(rels between the city of Manila
and the port of Acapulco, is perhaps the moft valu-

able, in proportion to its quantity, of any in the

known world ; I (hall endeavour to give ibme ac-

count of the particulars relating thereto.
'"-'

Though Spain did not acquire the property of

any of the fpice iflands, yet the difcovery of the Phi-

lippines, made by Magellan, was thought too con-

fiderable to be negledted ; fince thefe were not far

dillant from thofe places which produced fpices, and

were very well fituated for the Chincfc trade, and

for the commerce of other parts of India. A com-

munication therefore was foon eftablifhed, and care-

fully fupported between thefe idands and the Spa-

ni(h colonies on the coaft of Peru : when the city of

Manila, (which was built on the ifland of Luconia,

the chief of the Philippines) became in a (hort time

the mart for all Indian commodities, which were

bought up by the inhabitants, and were annually

fent to the South Seas, to be there vended on their

Recount. The returns of this commerce to Ma-
nila being principally made in filver, the place by

degrees grew extremely opulent, and its trade fo far

incrcafcd as to engage the attention of the court of

SpaiUi
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Spain, and to be frequently controlled and regu-

lated by royal edids.

In the infancy of this trade, it was c.irried on from
the port of Caliao to the city of JVI..nih, in which
navigation the trade-wind continually favoured them ;

fo that notwithltanding thefe places were diiiar.t be-

tween three and four thoufand leagues, yet the voy-
age was often made in little more than two months

:

but then the return from Manila was extremely

troublefome and tedious, and is faid to have fome-
times lafted above a twelvemonth ; which, if they

pretend to ply up within the limits of the trade-wind,

is not at all to be wondered at. Indeed, thoui^h it

is aflerted, that in their firft voyages they were fo

imprudent and unficilful as to attempt this courfe

;

yet that route was foon laid afide by the advice, as

it is faid, of a Jefuit ; who perfuaded them to (leer

to the northward till they got clear of the trade- winds,

and then by the favour of the wefterly winds, wliich

generally prevail in high latitudes, to ftretch away
for the coafl: of California. This, we know, hath

been the pra(5lice for at leaft a hundred and fixty

years paft 5 as Sir Thomas Cavendifli, in the year

1586, engaged off the fouth end of California, a

Veflel bound from Manila to the American coaft.

And it was in compliance with this new plan of na-

vigation, and to Ihorten the run both backwards and
forwards, that the ftaple of this commerce to and
from Manila was removed from Caliao on the coaft

of Peru, to the port of Acapulco on the coaft of Mexi-
co, where it continues fixed to this time.

Such were the early regulations of this commerce •

but its prefent condition being a much more inter-

efting fubjed, it will be proper to give a delcrip-

tiort of the ifland of Luconia, and ot the port and
bay of Manila.

The iOand of LuConia, though fituated in the la-

titude of iij'^ north, is efteemed to be in general ex-

tremely licalthy, and the water that is found upon
Vol, 111, ' E e it

^
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it is faid to be the beft in the world : it produces all

the fruits of the warm climates, and abounds in a

mod excellent breed of horfes, llippofed to be car-

ried thithtr firlt from Spain : it is very well feated

for the Indian and Chinefe trade, and the bay and
port of Manila, which lies on its weftcrn fide, is

perhaps the moll remarkable on the whole globe

:

the bay being a large circular bafon, near ten leagues

in diameter, great part of it entirely land-locked.

On the eaft fide of this bay Hands the city of Ma-
nila, which is large and populous -, and which, at

the beginning of this war, was only an open place,

its principal defence confiding in a fmall fort, which

was almoft furrounded on every fide by houfes; but

they have lately made confiderable additions to its

fortifications *. The port, peculiar to the city, is

called Cabite, and lies near two leagues to the fouth-

ward i and in this port all the fhips employed for

the Acapulco trade are ufually ftationed.

The city of Manila itfelf is in a healthy fituation,

is well watered, and is in the neighbourhood of a

very fruitful and plentiful country : but as the prin-

cipal bufinefs of this place is its trade to Acapulco,

it lies under fome difadvantage, from the difficulty

there is in getting to fea to the eaftward ; for the

paflage is among iQands and through channels," where

the Spaniards, by realbn of their unfkilfulnefs in

marine affairs, wafle much time, and are often in

great danger.

The trade carried on from this place to China, and

different parts of India, is principally for fuch com-

modities as are intended to fupply the kingdoms of

Mexico and Peru. Thefe are fpices, all forts of Chi-

nefe filks and manufadtures •, particularly filk ftock-

ings,- of which I have heard that no lefs than fifty

thoufand pair were the ulual number (hipped in each

• This city was taken by the Englilh at the dofe of the late

war i and reltoreU at the eniuing peace.

... , ..
''

. :
cargo J

mitation to
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cargo ; vaft quantities of Indian fluffs, as callicocs

and chints, which are much worn in America, toge-

ther with other minuter articles, as goldlmiths work,

kc. which is principally wrought at the city of Ma-
nila itfelf by the Chlnefe ; for it isfaid, there are at

lead twenty thoufand Chinele who conftintly relide

there^ either as fervants, manufacturers, or brokers.

i\ll thefe different commodities are coL^ftcd at Ma-
nila, thence to be tranfportcd annually in one or

more Ihips to the port of Acapulco, in the kingdom
of Mexico.

This trade to Acapulco is not laid open to all the

inhabitants of Manila, but is confined by very parti-

cular regulations, fomewhat analogous to thole by
which the trade of the regifter fhips from Cadiz to

the Weft Indies is reftrained. The Ihips employed
herein are found by the king of Spain, who pays the

officers and crew ; and the tonnage is divided into a

certain number of bales, all of the fame fize : thefe

are diftributed amongft the convents at Manila, but

principally to the jefuits, as a donation to fupporc

their millions, for the propagation of the catholic

faith. The convents have thereby a right to em-
bark fuch a quantity of goods on board the Manila,

jliip, as the tonnage of their bales amount to •, or if

they chufe not to be concerned in trade themfelves,

they have the power of felling this privilege to others:

nor is it uncommon, when the merchant to whom
they fell their (hare is unprovided of a ftock, for the

convents to lend him confiderable funis of money on
bottomry.

The trade is, by the royal edids, limited to a

certain value, which the annual cargo ought not to

exceed. Some Spanilli manufcripts mention this li-

mitation to be 6oo,coo dollars •, but the annual car-

go does certainly furpafs this fum : and though it

may be difficult to fix its exa:t value, yet, from ma-,

ny comparifons, the return cannot be much lliore of

three millions of dollars.

E e ;>. As
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As it is fufficicntly obvious, that the grcateft fhare

of the treafure returned from Acapulco to Manila
does not remain in that place, but is again difperled

into different parts of India ; and as all European na-

tions have generally efteemed it good policy to keep
their American fettlements in an immediate depen-

dence on their mother country, without permitting

them to carry on direfbly any gainful traffic with

other powers ; thefe considerations have occafioned

many remonftrances to be prefented to tlie court of

Spain againfl: this Indian trade, allowed to the king-

dom of Mexico. Don Jofeph Patinho, who was

formerly prime minifter, and an enemy to the Je-

fuits, about the year 1725, refolved to abolifli this

trade, and to have permitted no Indian commodi-
ties to be introduced into any of the Spanifh ports

in the Weft Indies, except fuch as were brought thi-

ther by the regifter fliips from Europe. But the

powerful intrigues of the Jefuits prevented this re-

gulation from taking place.

This trade from Manila to Acapulco, and back

again, is ufually carried on in one, or at moft two

annual fhips, which fet fail from Manila about July,

and arrive at Acapulco on the December, January,

or February following ; and having there difpofed

of their effects, return for Manila fonie time in

March, where they generr'ly arrive in June -, fo that

the whole voyage takes up very near an entire year.

^» For this reafon, though there is often no more than

one Ihip freighted at a time, yet there is always one

ready for the lea when the other arrives •, and there-

fore the commerce at Manila is provided with three or

four llout iliips, that in cafe of any accident the trade

may not be fulpended. Thelargeft of thefe iliips is dc-

fcribed as little Icfs than one of our firft rate men ofwar-,

and indeed flie mufl: be an enormous fize, as it is known,

that when flie was employed with other (hips from

the faviie port, to cruile for our China trade, flie

had
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had no lefs than twelve hundred men on board.

I'heir other Ihips, though far inferior in bulk to this,

are yet ftout large vefllls, of the burthen of twelve

hundred ton and upward; and ufually carry from three

hundred and fifty, to fix hundred hands, pafTengers

included, with fifty odd guns. As thele are all

king's Ihips, commiflioned and paid by him, there

is ufually one amongft the captains ftiled general,

and he carries the royal ftandard of Spain at the main-

top gallant-maft-head, as we fliall more particularly

obferve hereafter.

And now having defcribed the city and port of

Manila, and the fhipping employed by its inhabi-

tants, it is neceflfary to give a more circumttantial

detail of the navigation from thence to Acapulco.

The fliip having received her cargo on board, and
bemg fitted for the fea generally weighs from the

mole of Cabite about the middle of July, taking the

advantage of the wefterly monfoon, wnich tr.en fers

in. The getting through the channel called the Boc-

cadero, to the eallward, is a rroublelome naviga-

tion, and in taft, it is iometimes iLe end of Augufl:

before they compleat it. When they have cleared

this palTage, and are difcntangled from the i (lands,

they ftand to the northward of the eaft, till they ar-

rive in the latitude of thirty degrees or upward,

where they expe(5l to meet with wefterly winds, be -

fore which they ftretch away for the coaft of Cali-

fornia. It is indeed moft remarkable, that by the

concurrent teftimony of all the Spanifli navigators,

there is not one port, nor even a tolerable road as

yet found out betwixt the Philippine iflands and the

coaft of California : lb that from the time the .v anila

Ihip firft lofes fight of land, jfhe never lets go her

anchor till llie arrives on the coall of California, and
very often not till ftie gets to its fouthermoft extre-

mity. As this voyage is rarely of lels than Iix

months continuance, and the fhip is deep laden witli

merchnndize and crowded with people, it may ap-

E e 3 pear
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pear wonderful how they can be fupplied with a ftock

of i'rclh water for fo long a time. • Tlie method of
procuring it is indeed extremely fmgular, and de-

Itrves a very particular recital.

It is well known to thole who are acquainted with

the Spanifh cuiloms in the South Seas, that their

water is prelervccl on (hipboard, not in cafks, but in

eartncn jars, which in foine fort refemble the larae

oil j-irs we ofc^n ice in Europe. When the NJti.

nila iliip ^ir'l put^ to fea, (lie takes on board a much
preatc,- quantity of water than can be (towed be-

tveen ^IcLks, and the iars v/hich contain it are huno-

aii aboui. the (hrouus arid (lays, fo as to cxhiiic at

a d; lance a very odd appL-'arance. Though it is one

c.'>nvtniencc ot their jars, that they are much more
manageable than calks, and are liable to no leakage,

unkls 'hey are broken -, yet it is fulBciently obvious,

that a fix, ^T even a three month fiore of water, could

never be (lowed in a fliip ib loaded, by any nianage-

ment whatever ; and therefore without lome other

fupply, this navigation could not be performed. A
fupi iy in^^ced they have, but the nliance upon it

feems at Hrft fight fo extremely preca.ious, that it

is w< nderful fuch numbers (hould rifque the peiifhing

by the moft dreadfiil of all deaths, on the ex; ec1:a-

tion of io cafual a relief. In (hort, their only me-

thod of recruiting their water is by the rains, which

they meet wjih between the latitudes of 30 and 40^

north, and v.iiich they are always prepared to catch.

For this purpole they tnke to fea with them a great

number ot mats, which, whenever the rain defcends,

they r.inge flopingly agiinft the gunvrale, from one

end of the (hip to the other, then* lower edges red-

ing on a large fplit bamboe i whence all the water

which fails on the mats, drains into the bamboe, and

bv t!iis, as a trough, is conveyed into a jar. And
this nutliod of furnifliino; th-mfelves with water,

iiowcver accidental and extraordinary it may at fir^l

fj^ht apnear, hath never been kiiown to fail them,

bu.
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but it hath been common for them, when their voy-

age is a iiide Icjngei taaii ulual, to lill ali their water-

jars fevcral times over.

However, thoui^h their diftrefles for frefli water

are much fhort of what might be expected in fo te-

dious a navigation •, yec there are other inconveni-

cncies generally attend .nt upon a long cor.tinuance

at fea, from which they are not exempted. The
principal of thefe is the fcurvy, which fometimes

rages with extreme violence, and defboys great num-
bers of the people ; but at other times their paflfage

to Acapulco (of which a^one I would be here under-

ftood to fpeak) is performed with little lofs.

The length of time employed in this paflage, fo

much beyond what ufually occurs in any other known
navigation, is perhaps in part to be imputed to the

indolence and unfkilfulnefs of the Spanilh lailors, and

to an unneceffary degree of caution, on pretence of
the riches of the velfel : for it is faid, that they

rarely fet their main-fail in the night, and often lie

by unneceflarily. Thus much is certain, that the

inftrudtions given •heir captains feem to have been

drawn up by luv, > vere more apprehenfive of too

ftrong a gale, though favourable, than of the incon-

veniencies and mortality attending a lingering and

tedious voyage. For the captain is particularly or-

dered to make his paflfage in the latitude of 30 de-

grees, if poflible, and to be extremely careful to

Hand no farther to the northward than is abfolutely

necefl^ary for the getting a wefterly wind. This, ac-

cording to our conceptions, appears to be a very ab-

furd rellridlion •, fmce it can fcarcely be doubted, but

that in the higher latitudes the wefterly winds are

much fteadier and briflver than in the latitude of 30
degrees. Indeed the whole condudt of this naviga-

tion feems liable to very great cenfure. Since, if

inftead of fteering eaft north-eaft, into the latitude

of 30 degrees, they at firft ftood north eaft, or even

fUll more northerly, into the latitude of 40 or 45 de-
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grees, in part of which coaft the trade-winds woul4
greatly aflill them, I doubt n* but by this manaoe-
menc they might confiderab\ cjntrad their voyaf>c,

and perhaps perform it in halt t.ic time which is now
allotted for it. This may in Ibme meafure be de-

duced from their own journals ; fnice in thofe 1 have

feen, it appears, that they are often a month or fix

weeks after tiieir laying the land, before they get in-

to the latitude of 30 degrees •, whereas, with a more
northerly couiie, it might eafily be done in lei.s than

a fortnight Now when they v\ere once well advan-

ced to the northward, the wellerly winds would foon

blow them over to the coaft of California, and they

would be thereby freed from the other embarairnients

to whicii they are at prefent fubjedted, only at the

expence of a rough lea and a ftiff gale. This is not

merely matter of fpeculation j for 1 am credibly in-

formed, that about the year 1721, a French fhip,

by puriuing this courfe, ran from the coaft of China

to the valley of Vanderas on the coaft of Mexico in

leis than fifty days.

However, to return to the afliml occurrences of

the prefent navigation. The Manila fhip having

Hood fo far to the northward as to meet with a well-

erly wind, ftretches away nearly in the lame latitude

for t!ie coaft of California : and when Ihe has run

into the longiiude of about 100 degrees from Cape

Efpiritu Santo, fhe generally finds a plant floating

rn the fea, which, being called Porra by the Spani-

ards, is, 1 prefume, a fpecies of fea-leek. On the

fight of this plant, they efteem themfelves fufHci-

ently near the Californian Ihore, and immediately

ftand to the fouthward, without endeavouring to ap-

proach the coaft, till they have run into a lower la-

titude. However, when they draw near its fouthern

extretnity, they venture to hale in, both for the fake

of making Cape St. Lucas to afcertain their reckon-

ing, and alfo to receive intelligence from the Indian

inhabitants, whether or no there arc any enemies

on
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ojithe coaft: and this laft circumftancej which is a

particular article in the captain's inttru6tions, obh-

ges us to mention the late proceedings of the Jeiiiits

among tht; Californian Indians.

i>ince the firll dilcovcry of California, there have

been various wandering miffionarics, who have vifited

it at different times, though to little purpole : but

of Lite years the Jcfuits, encouraged and lup^iorted

by a large donation from the marquis de Valero, a

moft munificent bigot, have fixed thtmlclves upon
the place, and have there eftablifhed a very confider-

able mifJion ; and being thus occupied in advancing

the intereft oj- their fociety it is no wonder if Ibme
fhare of attention is engaged about the fecurity of

the Manila (hip, in v,hic!i their convents at Manila

arc io deeply concerned. Fov this purpole there are

refreihments conftancly kept in readinefs for her ;

and tncre is befide care taken at Cape St. Luca^, to

look 0U-. for any (hip of the enemy v^nich might be
cruifing theic to intercept her, this being a Itation

where flie is conilandy expelled. The captain of the

paleon is ordered to iall in with the land to the north-

ward of Cape St. Lucas, where the inhabitants are

direded, on fight of the veflel, to make the proper

fignals with fires. If the captain finds that he has

nothing to fear, he is directed to proceed for Cape
St. Lucas, and thence to Cape Corientes, after which
he is to coaft it along for t'x port of Acapulco.

The moll ufual time of the arrival of the galeon

at Acapulco is toward the midale of January : but

this navigation is fo uncertain, that it is Ibmetimes

a month fooner or later. The port of Acapulco is

by much the fecureit and finelt in all the northern

part of the Pacific Ocean, being, as it were, a bafon

furrounded by very high mountains : but the town
is a moll wretched pUxe, and extremely unhealthy;

for the air about it is fo pent up by the hills, that

it has fcarccly any circulation. Acapulco is befide

4e(titute of frelh water, except what is brought from

a con-
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a confiderable diftance, and is in all refpedls fo in-

convenient, that, except while the Manila galeon is

in the port, it is almoft deferted.

When the galeon arrives in this port, fhe is gene-
rally moored on its weftern fide to two trees, and
her cargo ic, delivered with all polTible expedition.

The cargo being landed and difpofed of, the filver

and the goods intended for Manila, taken on board,

together v/ith provifions and water, the fhip puts to

fea with the utmoft expedition : for it is an exprefs

order to the captain to be out of the port of Aca-
pulco on his return before the firfl day of April.

The galeon being fitted in order to her return,

the captain, on leaving the port of Acapulco, fleers

for the la'itLidcof 13° or 14", and then continues on
that parallel, till he gets fight of the ifiand of Guam,
one of the L adrones. In this run the captain is par-

ticularly dircdled to be careful of the flioals of St.

B<.nholomcw, and of the ifland of Gafparico. He is

alfo told in his inflrudions, that to prevent his pafTing

the Ladrones in the dark, through all the month of

June, fires Ihall be lighted ev-ery night on the highell

part of Guam and Rota.

At Guam there is a fmall SpaniOi garrifon, (as will

be more particularly mentioned hereafter) purpofcly

intended to fecure that place for the refreHiment of

the galeon. However, the danger of the road at

Guam is lo great, that though the galeon is ordered

to call there, yet fhe rarely Ibiys above a day or t%vo,

but iljcers away directly for Cape Efpiritu Santo, on

the illand ofSamal. Here the captain is again or-

ck'red to look out for fignals, and more particular in-

telligence, purfuant to which, he is to regulate his

condue'^. .If tlierc is nothing to fear, he is to pur-

ine his courfe without inti^rruption, making the beft

of his way to the port of Cabite, which is the port

to the city of Manila.

It has been already mentioned that our barge had

furprifcd three negroe fifliermen, which gave us in*
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cxpreflible fatisfadlon -, as we learnt from our pri-

foners, that the galeon was then preparing to put

to lea, and that her departure was fixed, by an edict

of the viceroy of Mexico, t) the 14th of March,

N. S. that is to the^ 3d of March, according to

O'Ur reckoning at that time.

What related to this Manila fhip being the matter

to which we were moll attentive, it wai nccefiarily tlie

iirft article of our examination •, but having Jatisfied

ourfclvcs on this head, we then indulged our cu-

riofity in enquiring after other news j when the pri-

foners informed us, that they had received intelli-

gence at Acapulco, of our having plundered and
burnt the town of Paita •, and that, on this occafion,

the governor of Acapulco had augmented the forti-

fications of the place, and had taken feveral precau-

tions to prevent us from forcinpr our way into tlie

harbour ; thut in particul;:r, he had planted a guai'd

on the iQand which lies at the harbour's mouth, and
that this jriiard had been withdrawn but two nights

bcfor.- the arrival of cur barsie.

The withdrawino; of this o-uard was a circumftance

that gave us much plealure, fince it leemed to de-

mon I [r.^te, not only that the enemy had not as yet

difcpvered us, but likewife that they had now no tar-

the' a,-prehenfions of our vifiting their coail..

Satisfied therefore that we were undifcovered, and
that the day was fixed for the departure of the galeon

from Acapulco, v/e made all neceifary preparations,

and waited with the utmod impatience for the im-
portant moment. During this interval we were em-
ployed in fcrubbing and cleanfmg our fliips bottoms,

and regulating the orders, fignals, and politions to be

obferved when we flioukl arrive off Acapulco.

It was on the ifl of March we made the highlands,

iifually called the p^.ps, over Acapulco ; and got with

all poITible expedition into the fituation prefcribed

by the commodore's orders. The dillribution of our

fcjuadron on this occafion, both for the intercepting

the



428 ANSON'S VOYAGE
the galeon, and for avoiding any difcovery from the

fhor. , was fo very judicious that it well merits to be
deicribed. It was thus : the Centurion brought the
paps over the harbour to bear north horth-eaft, at

fifteen kague- diltance, which was a fufficient offing

to prevent our being: leen by the enemy. To the

weftwarJ of the Centurion was llationed the Car-

mclo, and to the eaftward the Trial's prize, the Glou-
cefter, and the Carmin : thefa were all ranged in a

circular line, and each fhip was three leagues uiftant

from tliC next ; fo that the Carmelo and the Carmin,
which w^rc the two extremes, were twelve leagues

•removed from each other : and as the galleon could,

without doubt, be dilcerned at fix leagues diltance

from either extremity, the whole fweep of our fqua-

dron, with n which nothing could pais undifcovered,

was at leaft twenty-four leagues in extent ; and yet

we were fo conneded by our fignals, as to be eaiily

and fpeedily informed of what was feen in any part

of the line. To render this difpofition ftill more com-
pleat, and to prevent even the poflibility of the ga-

Icon's efcaping us in the night, the two cutters be-

longing to the Centurion and Gloucefter, were both

manned and fent in fhore, and commanded to lie all

day at the dillance of four or five leagues from the

entrance of the port, where they could not poiTibly

be difcovered ; but in the night they were direded

to ftand nearer to the harbour's mouth.

Befide the care taken to prevent the galeon from

pafling by us unobferved, we had not been inatten-

tive to the means of engaging her to advantage when
we came up with her : for confidering the thinnefs of

our crews, and the vaunting accounts given by the

Spaniards of her fize and llrength, this was a con-

fideration not to be negledted. As we fuppofed that

none of our {hips but the Centurion and Glouceller

were capable of lying along fide of her, we took on

board the Centurion all the hands belonging to the

Carmelo and Carmin, except what was juft fufiicient

to
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to navigate thofe fhips i and captain Saunders was
ordered to fend from the TryaPs prize ten Englilh-

men, and as many negroes, to reinforce the crew of

the Gloucefter. At the fame time, tor the cncou-

raorement of our negroes, of which we had a confi-

derable number on board, we promiled them, that

on their good behaviour they Ihould have their free-

dom.
Being thus prepared for the reception of the ga-

leon, we expedted, with the utmoft impatience, the

often mentioned jd of March, the day fixed for her

departure. But, to our extreme vexation, both this

day and the fucceeding night paffld over without any

news of the galeon : however, we did not yet de-

fpair, but were all heartily difpofed to flatter our-

fclvcs, that fome unforefeen accident had intervened,

•vhich might have put off her departure for a few

days i and fuggeftions of this kind occurred in plenty,

as we knew that the time fixed by the viceroy for

her failing, was often prolonged on the petition of

the merchants of Mexico : and as the 7th of March
was Sunday, the beginning of Paffion-week, which is

obferved by the Papifts with great ftridneis, as a to-

tal ceflation from all kinds of labour ; fo that no Ihip

is permitted to ftir out of port during the whole week

;

this quieted our apprehenfions for fome time, and
difpofed us not to expefl the galeon till the week fol-

lowing. At length we began to fear that the enemy
had, by fome -accident, difcovered our being upon
the coall, and had therefore laid an embargo on t!ie

galleon till the next year. And indeed this perfua-

fion was but too well founded; for we afterward

karnt that our barge, when fent on the difcovcry of
the port of Acapuko, had been feen from the fliorc ^

and that this circumllance, no embarkations but ca-

noes ever frequenting that coaft, was to thein a luffici-

ent proof of the neighbourhood of our fquadron

;

On which they flopped the galeon till the fucceed-

ing year.

The

tU
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The commodore himfclf, though he declared not

his opinion, was yet in his own thoughts apprehen-
five that we were difcovered, and that the dcparturci

of the galeon was put off; and he had, in conic.

quence of this opinion, formed a plan for pofielTing

himfelf of Acapuico; becaufe he had no doubt but
the treafurc as yet remained in the town, even thouf-a

the orders for the dilpatching of the galeon were coun-
termanded. ...

But as this fcheme was formed by the commodore,
upon a matter of opinion only •, he thought it pru-

dent to continue cruifing on his prefent ftation, as

long as the nccelTary attention to his (tores of wood
and water, and to the feafon for his future pafiage to

China, v>'ould give him leave. And therefore, as the

cutters had been ordered to remain before Acapulco

till the 23d of March, the fquadron did not change its

pofition till that day ; when the cutters not appear-

ing, we were in fome pain for them, apprehending

they might have fuffered either from the enemy or

the weather : but we were relieved from our concern

the next morning, when we difcovered them though

at a great diitancCj and to the leeward of the fqua-

dron. We bore down to them, and took them up,

and were in!brriied by them, that, conformable to

their orders, they had left their ftation the day be-

fore, wit'iout having feen any thing of the galeon ;

and we found, that the reafon of their beina; fo far

to the lecvvard of us, was a ftrcng current which had

driven the whole fquadron to windward.

By irformation which was afterward received, ic

appeared that this prolongation of our cruife afforded

us no contemptible chance of feizing the treafure

on which we had fo long fixed our thoughts. For

after tiic embargo was laid on the galeon, the per-

fons intcreltcd in the cargo difpaiched feveral cxpref-

fes to r^-cxico, to beg that flie might flill be permit-

ted to depart : it feems they knew, by the accounts

fcnt from Paita, that wc had not more than three

hundred
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hundred men in all, whence they infilled that there

was nothing to be feared. And tiiough the viceroy

was inflexible, yet on the account of their repreicn-

tation, Ihe was kept rfidy for the fea near three

weeks after the firft order came to detain her.

When we had taken up the cutters, all the (hips

being joined, upon enquiry into our llot k of frelh

water, it was found to be fo very flendcr, tliat wc
were under a necefllty to procure a frclli llipply.

Gonfulting what place was the propereft for th:s pur-

pofe, it was agreed, that the harbour ot Segiiatanelo

or ',hequetan oeina; the iieareft, was, on that account,

the moft eligible •, fo that it was inimcdt.itely refolved

to make the beft of our way tluther: but thiu, evc/i

while we were recruiting our water, we might not

totally abandon our views upon the galeon, which

perhaps, from intelligence of our being employed iit

Chequetan, might venture to flip out to lea ; our

cutter, under the command of Mr. Hughes, tlie lieu-

tenant of the Tryal's prize, was ordered to cruife off

the port of Acapulco for twenty-four days •, that if

the galeon fliould fet fail in that interval, we might

be fpeedily informed of it. By the ill of April we
were fo far advanced towards Seguataneio, that v e

thought it expedient to fend out two boats to difto-

ver the watering-place : they were gone fomc day?,

and our water being now very fliort, it was a pr.rti-

Gular felicity to us that we met with daily fuppiies

of turtle; for had we been entirely connacd u> hk
provifions^ we mufr have fuiferej extremely in ib

warm a climate. Indeed we were appreht-nfivc of

being fbon txpoied to "a calamity, the moil t-nible

of any that occurs in the long difliearteiiing catalogue

of the diftrefles of a fea-tarin<2; life.

But thele gloomy fu'agefcions were at length hap-

pily ended : for our boats returned on the 5th of

April, havmg, a^"'out feven miles to the wellward of

the rocks of Seouataneio, met v-zith a uUce lit for

our purpofe -, and which, by the delcription they

gave of it, appeared to be the port of Ciisquetaa,

!,i
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mentioned by Dampier •, fo that on the 7th we flood
for it, and that evening came to an anchor in eleven fa-

thom. •
.

Thus, after a four months continuance at fca

from the leaving of Quibo, and having but fix days
water on board, we arrived in the harbour of Che-
quctan, which lies in the latitude of 17" 36' north,

and is about thirty leagues to the wcftward of Aca-
pulco. It is eafy to be difcovered by any fhip that

will keep well in with the land, efpecially by fuch as

range down the coaft from Acapulco, and will at-

tend to the following particulars.

There is a beach of fand which extends eighteen

leagues from the harbour of Acapulco to the weft-

ward, againft which the fea breaks fo violently, that

with our boats it would be impoflible to land on any

part of it : but yet the ground is fo clean, that dur-

ing the fair feafon, Ihips may anchor in great lafety,

at the diftance of a mile or two from the ihore. The
land adjacent to this beach is generally low, full of

villages, and planted with a great number of trees
j

and on the tops of fome fmall eminences there are

feveral look-out towers ; fo that the face of the coun-

try affords a very agreeable profpeft. It is a moft

remarkable particularity, that in this whole extent,

containing, in appearance, the moft populous and

beft planted diftridt of the whole coaft, there ftiould

be neither canoes, boats, nor any other embarkations,

cither for fiftiing, coafting, or for pleafure. This

cannot be imputed to the difficulty of landing ; be-

caufe in many parts of Africa and Afia, where the

fame inconvenience occurs, the inhabitants have pro-

vided a<2;ainft it by velfels of a peculiar fabric. It

is therefore probable that the government, to pre-

vent fmuggling, has prohibited the ufe of all kinds

of fmall craft in that diftrift.

The beach here defcribed is the fureft guide to

thole who are defirous of finding the harbour ofChe-

quetan •, for fvc miles to the weftward of the extre-

mity of this beach there appears a hummock, which

1 at
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?.t firfl makes like an ifland, and is in fh:ipe not very

unlike the hill of Pctaplan, hereat'tt^r mentioned,
t!i<)i)2,li mucli Inv.iller. Three miles to tlie wellwarcl

of this hummock, h a white rock nar the fhorc,

which can;iot cafily be palled by unoblerveJ ; it is

aboLU two cables length from the hnd, and lies in a

large bay about nine leagues over. The weft point

of this bay i; the hill of Petaplan, which, Jike the

forcmentioned hummock, may be at firft miRaken
for an iflaiid, though it be, in reality, a peninfula,

joined to the continent by a low narrow ifthmus. The
bay of Seguaianeio extends from this hill a great

way to tlie wcftward ; and at a fmall uiitance from the

hill, and oppofite the entrance of the bay, there is

an aflemblage of rocks, which are wJiite, from th"?

excretnents of boobies and tropical birds. Thd--

rocks bear vvcit by north from Petaplan ; and about
feven miles to the v/eftward of them lies the harbour

of Chequetan, whicli is ItiU m.ore minutely diilin-

guilhed by a large and fingle rock that riies out of

the water a mile and an half diftant from 4:!ie en-

trance, and bears louth i- welbfrom the middle of it.

It is to be added, that the co.iil is no ways to be

dreaded l:et'.veen ths middle of October and the be-

ginning of May •, thougli in the remaining part oF the

year there are frequent and violent tornaiioes, heavy

rains, and hard gales, in all dircdions of the compafs.

The harbour is invironed on all lides, except to

the weilward, with high mountains overlpread w^ith-

trees. The pafTage into it is very fafe on cither fide

of the rock that lies off the mouih of it, though we,

both in cominsi in and goinp; cut, left it to the .
•!'-

'v^'ard. The s;round without the harbour is eravel

mixed v/ith flones, but within it is a foft muc' : and

it mult be remembered, that in coming to -r- « anchor

a good allowance Ihouid be made for a large fwell,

which frequently caufes a great f;nd of the lea ; as

likewife, for the ebbing and Rowing of the tide,

, Vol. III. ". Ff which

ij 11
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which we obferved to be about five feet, and that rt

fct nearly eaft and weft.

As the country hereabout appeared to be well

peopled and cultivated, we hoped to have eafily

procured from thence fome frefh provifions, of which

we now ftood greatly in need. To facilitate thefe

views the commodore, the morning after we came
to an anchor, ordered a party of forty men, well

armed, to march into the country, and to endeavour

to difcover fome town or village, where they were

to attempt to fet on foot a correfpondence with the

inhabitants. Our people were direfted, on this oc-

cafion, to proceed with the greateft circumfpedion,

and to make as little oftentation of hoftility as pof-

fible ; for we were fenfible, we could find no wealth

in thefe parts worth our notice. Toward evening,

the party returned, greatly fatigued by their unufual

cxcrcife, and fome of them fo far fpent, that they

were obliged to be brought back upon the fhoulders

of their companions. They had penetrated, as they

conceived, about ten miles into the country, along

a beaten track, where they often faw the frefh dung

of horfes or mules ; till the heat of the day increaf-

ing, and finding no water to quench their thirft,

they were firft obliged to halt, and then refolved to

return -, for as they faw no figns of plantations or

cultivated land, they had no reafon to believe that

there was any village or fettlement near them. How-
ever, to leave no means untried of procuring Ibme

intercourfe with the people, the officers lluck up fe-

veral poles in the road, to which were affixed decla-

rations, written in Spanifh, encoiiraging the inha-

bitants to come down to the harbour to traffic with

us, giving them the ftrongeft alfurances of a kind

reception, and faithful payment for any provifions

they jfhoLild bring. This was doubtlefs a very pru-

dent meafure ; yet it produced no efFe(5l.

After our unfuccefsful attempt to engage the

people of the country to furnifh us with the ne-

ceffaries
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CcfTaries we wanted, we defifted from anv more en-

dcavours of the fame nature, and were obliged to

be contented with what we could procure for our-

felves in the neighbourhood of the port. We caught

fi(h here in tolerable quantities -, and here, and in no
other place, met with that extraordinary filh called

the torpedo, or numbing fifh.

The animals we met with on fhore were principally

guanas, . with which the country abounds, and whicn

are by fome reckoned delicious food. We faw no
beaft of prey here, except the alHgatoir ; feveral of
which our people difcovered, but none of them very

large. . However, we were fatisfied that there were

great numbers of tygers in the woods, though none of

them came in fight ; for we every morning found

the beach, near the watering-place, imprinted very

thick with their footfteps : but we never apprehended

any mifchief from them ; fince they are by no means
(o fierce as the Afiatic or African tyger.

The fruits and vegetable refrelhments at this place

v/ere neither plentiful, nor of the beft kinds : but

yet, upon the whole, it muft be owned to be a

place of confiderable confequence, and that the know-
lege of it may be of great import to future cruifers.

For except Acapulco, '^'hich is in the hands of the

enemy, it is the only fccure harbour in a vafi: extent

of coaft.

The next morning, after our coming to an anchor

in the harbour of Chequetan, we fent about ninety of

our men well armed on ftiore ; forty of whom were

ordered to march into the countrv, as hath been men-
tioned, and the remaining fifty were employed to co-

ver the watering-place, and to prevent any interrup-

tion from the natives.

Here we completed the unloading of the Carmelo

and Carmin, which we had begun at fca j here too

it was agreed, after a mature confultat?on, to d<;rtroy

the Tryal's prize, as well an. .he Carmelo and Car-

min, whofe fate had been before refolvcd on. Indeed
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the Tryal's prize was in ^^fxnl repair, and fit for the
il-a-, but as the vvliolc nunibers on board our fqu;il

dron did not amount to tlie complement of a fourtli

rate man of war, wc found it was impoflible to divide

ih' m into three (hips, without rendering each of
thofe riiips incapable of navij^ating in fafcty throurrh

the tempcftuous weather we had reafon to expedt on
the coafl of China, where we fuppofetl we fliould ar-|

rive about the tinV* of the change of the monfoons.
During our flay here, there happened an incident!

which, as it proved the means of convincing our

fr'cnds in Kne^land of our ihfety, which for fome time

they had dcfpaireil of, and were then in doubt abuur,[

J fliall beg leave particularly to recirc. From ihi^.1

harbour of Chequetan there was but one path-way

[

which led through the woods into the country. 'J hi.J

wc found much beaten, and we were thence convin-

ced, that it was well knov/n to the inhabitants. As ir

paflTcd by tlie fpring-iiead, and was the only avenue

by which the Spaniards could approach us, we, at fomr

dilbuice beyond the fpring-head, felled feveral larta*

trees, and laid them one upon the other acrofs tlie|

pathi and at this barricadoe we conftantly kept al

guard. Tliis alfo anfwered another purpofe, which wml
not in itielf lefs important : v/liich was to hinder ourl

own peo})le from ftraggling lingly into the country,]

where wc had realbn to believe they wouki be fur-

prifed by the Spaniards, who would doubtlefs be ex-

1

ircinely follicitous to pick up fome of them, in hopL'sl

of getting intelligence of our future defigns. Kut

I'iOtv/ithllanding this precaution, we mifled one Lewi:

Leger, who was the commodore's cook : as he wasl

a brenchmnn, and was fufpeded to be a papifl, i!|

was at iirll imagi.ied that he had deferted, wiih al

view of betraying all that he knew to the enemy i|

tliougli this appeared, by the event, to be an ill

grounded furmile j for it was afterward known, that!

he had been taken by fome Indians, who carried hini:

prifoncr to Acapuico, from wlience he was transfem-.i

I'M
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to Mexico, anil then to Vera Cruz, where he was

jliipped on board a vefTel bound to Old Spain. But

ihis velTel being obligetl by lonie accident to put in-

ro Lifljon, Legcr erca[)ed on fhore, and was by the

Britifh conful lent from thence to Kngland ; where he

brought the firll .uithentic account of the fafety of the

commodore, and of his principal tranfic^tions in the

Sourh Seas.

Toward the latter cm] of April, the unloadiriL"; of

our three prizes, our woodinp; and watering, an-a in

Ihort, every one of our propofetl employments at the

harbour of Chequctan, were completed : fo that, on

the 27th of April, the 'iryal's prize, the Carmclo
and tlie Carmin, all v;hich we here intended to de-

llroy, were towed 0:1 fliore and fcutikd, a quantity

of combuitible materials having been tiifbibuted in

their up[)er works. The next morning the Cen-
turion with the Gloucelter weighed anchor-, though
as there was but litde wind, ant! that not in their

favour, they were obliged to warp out of the har-

bour. When they had reached the offing, one of the

boats was dilpatched back again to let fre to our

prizes, v/hich was accordingly executed. After this a

(anoe was left fixed to a grapnel in the middle of the

harbour, with a bottle in it well corked, inclofing a

ktter to Mr. lluglies, who commanded the cutter,

which had been ordered to cruife before tlie port of

Acapulco, when we ourfelvcs quitted that Ration.

Mr. Hughes, the time of whole return was now
confiderably elapfed, was direded by this letter to go
back immediately to h.is former Ibation before Aca-

pulco, where he would find Mr. Anfbn, whorefolved

to cruife for him there a certain number of days

;

after which it was addetl, that the commodore would
return to the fouthward to join the relt of the fqua-

dron. This laft article was inferred to deceive the

Spaniards, if they got pofTefTion of the canoe, as we
afterwards learnt they did-, but could not impole on

Mr. Hughes, who well knew that the commodore
F f 3 had

\m



43 S ANSON'S VOYAGE
had no fquadron to join, or any intention of (leering

back to Peru.

Being now in the offing of Chequetan, bound
crpfs the vaft Pacific ocean in our way to China, wc
were impatient to run off the coaft as foon as pof-

fi^le i fihce the ftormy feafon was approaching apace.

As we had no further views in the American feas,

we had hoped that nothing would have prevented us

from fteering to the weftward the moment we got out

of the harbour of Chequetan : and it was no fmall

mortification to us, that our neceflary employment
^here had detained us fo much longer than we ex-

pelled. But now, when we had put to f-a, we were

further detained by the abfence of the cutter, and the

i^eccffity we were under of Handing toward Aca-

pulco in fearch of her.

By Sunday the id of May, we were advanced

y/ithin three leagues of Acapulco, and having feen

nothing of our boat, we gave her over as loft, which,

befides the compaflionate concern for our fhip-niates,

was in itlelf a misfortune, which, in' our prelent fear-

city of hands, we were all greatly ihterefted in : fince

the crew of the cutter, confifting of fix men and the

lieutenant, were the very flower of our people, pur-

pofely picked out for his fervice. However, as it

was the general belief among us that they were taken

and carried into Acapulco, the commodore's pru-

dence fpggefted a projedl which v;e hoped would

recover them. He wrote a letter to the governor of

Acapulco, telling him, that he would reieafe all his

Spanilh and Indian prifoners, provided the governor

returned the cutter's crew. This letter was difpatched

in the afternoon by a Spanifh officer, of whofe honour

we had a good opinion, and who was furnilhed with

a laqnch belonging to one of our priz.s, and a crew

of fix other pnlbners, who gave their parole for their

return. We did not doubt but the governor would

readily comply with Mr Anion's propofal, and there-

fore \ve kept plying on and off the whole night, in-

' ' .... > • - , tending
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tending to keep well in with the land, that we might
receive an anfwer at the limited time, which was the

next day, being Monday: but both on Monday and
Tuefday, we were driven fo far off fliore, that we
could not hope that any anfwer could reach us -, and
even on the Wednefday morning we found ourfelves

fourteen leagues from the harbour of Acapulco.

However, as the wind was ihen favourable, wc prefled

forward with all our fail, and did not doubt of get-

ting in with the land that afternoon.

Whilft we were thus Handing in, the centinel called

out from the maft head, that he faw a boat under fail

at a confiderable diftance to the fouth eaftward : this

we took for granted was the anfwer of the governor

to the commodore's meflaore, and we inftantlv edQ;cd

towards her \ but as we approached her, we found,

to our unfpeakable joy, that it was our own cutter.

And though, while fhe was ftill at a dillance, we
imagined that Ihe had been difcharged out of the port

of Acapulco by the governor j yet when fhe drew
nearer, the wan and meagre countenances of the

crew, the length of their beards, and the feeble and

hollow tone of their voices, convinced us that they

had fuffered much greater hirdfhips than could be

expefted from even the feverities of a Spanilh prifon.

They were obliged to be helped into the fhip, and
were immediately put to bed, where by reft, and

pourifhing diet, they recovered their health and vi-

gour apace. And now we learnt that they had kept

the fea the whole time of their abfcnce, which was

above fix weeks •, that when they had finilhed their

cruife before Acapulco, and had juft bfgun to ply to

the weftward, in order to join the fquadron, a ftrong

adverfe current had forced them clown the coaft to

the eaftward, in fpite of all their efforts to the con-

trary i that their water being all expended, they

were obliged to fearch the coaft farther on to thp eaft-

ward, in queft of fome convenient landing-place,

but found eve;y where fo large a furf, tha; there

F f 4 wa?
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was not the leafl polfibriity of their landing ; tliar.

at la r, giving up all h(>pe^ of fucconr, the ^he:ir of
the climate too augmenting their necerTitics, they
abandoned thcmfclvcs to defpair, but that a inoll

uncxpefted fhower of rain happily relieved them :

and being now luckily favoured by a ftrong cur-

rent, they joined us in lefs tlian lifty hours, from
that time> after having been abfcnt in the whole full

forty-three days.

Having thus recovered our cutter, the fole objc6l

of our coming a fecond time before Acapulco; the

commodore determined not to lofe a moment's time

more, but to run off the coait with the utmoil expe-

dition, both as the ftormy feafon on the conll of

IVJexico was now approaching a-pace, and as we v.ere

apprehenfive of having the welterly monfoons to

ftruggle with when we came upon the coaft of China

:

for thi^ reafon we no longer flood toward Acapulco,

as at prefcnt we wanted no anfwer from the governor.

However Mr. Anfon refolved not to deprive his pri-

foners (?f tlie liberty which he had promifed them

;

and therefore they were all immediately embarked in

two paunches, well equipped with mails, fiih, and

oars i with a Hock of water and proviaons put on

board them fufficient for fourteen days. There were

difchargcd c^"] perfuis, the greatcil part of them Spa-

niards, the reft being Indians and Tick negroes : in-

deed as our crews were very weak, we kept the

rnulattoes and fome of the itautcll of our negroes,

tvith a few Indians to affift us •, but we difmilfed every

Spanifli prifoner whatever. We have fmce learnt,

that thele two launches arrived fafe at Acapulco,

where the prifoners could not enough extol the hu-

manity widi wliich they had Ix'en treated. It feems

the governor, before their arrival, had returned a very

obliging anlwer to our letter, and had at the fame

time ordered out two boats laden with the choiceft

refrefhments and provifions that wt-re to be procured

at Acapulco \ wiiich he intended as a prcfent to the

corn-
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commodore : but thefe boars not having found our

fhips, ^vc^e at length obIi>vcd to put back again, atrcr

having thrown all their provifions over- board in a

ilorm which threateneil their dtilrLiftion.

Thus, on the 6th of May, we, for the laft time,

lofe fight of the mountr.ins of Mexico, perfuadcd,

that in a few weeks we fliould arrive at the river of

Canton in China, where we expected to meet with

many Englifh (hips, and with numbers of our coun-

trymen i and hoped to enjoy the advantages of an

amicable well frequented port, inhabited by a polifh-

ed people, and abounding v.'ith the convcnicncies of

a civilized life; blefTmgs which nov/^ for near tv/cniy

months had never been once in our power.

Af:er the recital of the tranfaftions of the commo-
dore, and the fliips under hh command, on the coafts

of Peru and Mexico ; it will be no ufcleis digrefTion

to examine what the whole fquadron might have been

capable of atchievifig, had it arrived on its deftined

fcene of action in fo good a plight as it would pro-

bably have done, if the paflage round Cape Horn
had been attempted at a more feafonable time of the

year. To begin then ; it v/ill be granted, that in the

iummer time we might have got round Cape Horn
without any material damage to our Ihips or men.

We might doubtlefs have appeared before Baldivia in

full ftrength, and in a condition of entering imme-
diately on action ; and therefore, as that place was in

a very defencclefs ilate, it v/as impoiTible that it could

have oppofed our force, or that its half ibu'ved inha-

birnnts, moll of whom are convicts banifhed thirhcr

from other parts, could hzxe had any other thoi'ghts

than that of fubmitting. This would have been a

very i;r,portant acquifiticMi -, fmce when Baldivia,

which is an excellent port, had been once in our pof-

feffion, v/e Hi-'juid imrn^'di.itely have been terrible t3

the whole kingdom or Chili, and llvjuld cloubtlcls

have av;ed the molt dillant parts of the Spr.nilli c;r-

pile in America, Indeed it is far fiom iniprc'-ahie,

tlut
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that by a prudent ufe of this place, aided by our
other advantages, we might have given a violent

fliock to .the authority of Spain on that whole conti-

nent ; and might have rendered fome at leaft of her

provinces independent This would certainly have
turned the whole attention of the Spanifh miniftry to

that part of the world : and thence Great Britain, and
her allies, ^night have been rid of the numerous dif-

ficulties, which the wealth of the Spanifli Indies, ope-

rating in conjundtion with the Gallick intrigues, have

conftantly thrown in their way.

But that 1 may not be thought to over-rate the

force of this fquadron, by afcribing to it a power of
overturning the Spanilhi government in America, it

is neceflary to obferve, that the conjundlure was the

moft favourable we could have defired : the Creolian

fubjcds were difaffe6lcd, their governors at variance

;

the countiy wretchedly unprovided with arms and

ftores, and th?y had fallen into a total negleft of all mi-

litary regulations in their garrifon^. The Indians on

their frontier were univedally difconteoted, and ieem-

cd to be watching with impatience fome favourable

moment when they might take a fevere revenge for

the barbarities they had groaned under during more
than two ages : fo that every circumftance concurred

to facilitate the enterprifes of our fquadron. Of all

thele articles wc: were ^mply informed by the letters

we took on board our prizes ; none of thefe veffels

having had the precaution to throw their papers

over- board.

The ill blood amongft the governors was greatly

augmented by their apprehennons of our fquadron •,

for every one being willing to have it believed, that

the bad condition of his government was not the effect

of negligence, there were continual demands and re-

monftrances among them, in order to throw the blame
upon each other.

By fea there was no force capable of oppofing us •,

for how foon foeyer we had failed, Pizarro*s fquadron

couk}
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could not have failed fooner than it did, and there-

fore could not have avoided the fate it met with. As
we Ihould have been mailers of the ports of Chili,

we could thereby have fupplied ourfelves with the

provifions we wanted in the greateft plenty -, and
irom Baldivia to the equinoftial we ran no rifque of
lofing our men by ficknefs, (that being of all climates

the moft temperate and healthy) nor of having our
ihips difabled by bad weather. And had we wanted
iailors to aflTift in the navigating of our fquadron,

whilft a confiderable proportion otour men were em-
ployed on (hore, we could not have failed of getting

whatever numbers of Indian failors we pleafed in the

ports we fhould have taken, and from the prizes which
Vould have fallen into our hands.

Having thus difcufled the prodigious weight

which the operations of our fquadron might have
added to the national influence of this kingdom, we
will follow the fhattercd remains of our force acrofa

the Pacific ocean.

When, on the 6th of May, 1742, we left the

coaft of America, we flood to the fouth weft, with a

view of meeting the north eaft trade-wind, which the

accounts of former writers taught us to expe(5b at fe-

venty or eighty leagues from the land. We had be-

fide another reafon for ftanding to the fouthward,

which was the getting into the latitude of
1
3 or I4»

north •, that being the parallel where the Pacific ocean

is moft ufually crofted, and confequently where the

navigation is efteemed the fafeft : this laft purpofe we
had foon anfwered, being in a day or two lufficiently

advanced to the fouth. But though we were at the

fame time more diftant from the Ihore, than we had
prefumed was necefl*ary for the falling in with the

trade-wind; yet in this particular we were moft
grievoufly difappointed ; it was feven weeks, from our
leaving the coaft, before we got into the trade-wind.

This was an interval in which we had at firft believed

we ftiould well nigh have reached the eaftcrmoft parts

II
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ofAfia; but we were (o baffled with contrary and
variable winds, that we were not as yet advanced
above a fourth of the way. The delay alone would
have been a fufficient mortification •, but there were
other circumftances attending it, which rendered this

fituation not lefs terrible, and our apprehenfions per-

haps ftill greater than in any of our paft calamities.

For our two ihips were by this time extremely crazy j

and many days had not pafied before we difcovered

a fpring in the foremait of the Centurion, which
rounded about twenty-fix inches of its circumference,

and which was judnjed to be at leaft four inches deep.

And no fooner had the carpenters fecurcd this malt

with fifliing it, than the GJoucefter made a figna' of

diftrefs, to inform us that fhe had a fpring in her

main-mafl:, twelve fi-et below the trufl^el- trees ; which
appeared fo dangerous that fhe could not carry any
fail upon it. Our carpenters, on a ftrid examination

of this mafl, found it excefllvely rotten and decayed

,

and it being judged nccefiary to cut it down as low

as it was defedive, it was by this means reduced to

nothing but a ftump, which ferved only as a Hep to

the top-maft. Theie accidents being added to our

other diftreiresoccafioned great anxiety about o'n* fu-

ture fafety. For the fcurvy now began to make
frefli havorlc amongit our people : and we too well

kncvr the elTeds of this difeafe, by fatal experience,

to iiippofe that any thing except a fpeedy pafiage

could fecure the greater part of our crew from being

deftroyed. Indeed, feveral amongfb us were willing

to believe, that in this warm climate, fo different

from what Ave felt in pafiing round Cape Hon,, the

violence of this dileafe, and its faiality, might be

in fbme degree mitigated. But the ravage of the

diftemper, ip our prel'ent circumftances, foon con-

vinced us of the fallity of this fpeculation •, as it like-

wife exploded certain other opinions which ufually

pais current about the caufe and nature of this difeafe.

For it has been generally prefumed, that fufficient

fupplies of water and of frefh provifions, are effeftual

pre-
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t)reventives of this malady ; but it happened that in

the prefent cafe we had a confiderable llock of frcfli

provifions on board, being the hogs and fowls which

were taken at Paita -, we befides almoft daily caught

great abundance of bonitos, dolphins, and albicores

:

the unfettled feafon, which deprived us of the be-

nefit of the trade-wind, proved extremely rainy

;

fo that we were enabled to fill up our water-cafks,

almoft as faft as they were empty ; and each man had

five pints of water allowed him every day during the

paflage. But notwlthftanding this plenty of water,

notwithftanding that the frefh provifions were diftri-

buted amonffft the fick, and the whole crew often

fed upon filh, notwithftanding the great attention

paid to cleanfmg and keeping the fhips airy and

iweeti yet neither were the fick hereby relieved,

or the progrcfs or malignity of the dileafc at all

abated.

However, I would not be underftood to aflert,

'that frefti provifions, plenty of water, and a conftant

fupply of fweet air between decks, are matters of no
moment: on the contrary, they are all of them ex-

tremely conducive to the health and vigour of a.

crew, and may in many cafes prevent this fatal mala-

dy from taking place. What I have advanced, is

only to evince, that in fome mftances, both the cure

and prevention of this malady is impoffible to be ef

fe6led by any management, or by the application of

any remedies which can be made ufe of at fea. In-

deed, when it has got to a certain head, there are no
other means in nature for relieving the fick but car-

rying them on fliore, or at leaft bringing tiiem into

the neighbourhood of the land.

It was at laft refolved by the commodore to tiy

the fuccefs of the pill and drop of Mr. Ward. For
however violent the operations of thefe medicines are

faid to have fometimes proved, yet in the prefent in-

• ftance, where, without fome remedy, deftru6tion

feemed inevitable, the experiment at leaft was thought

advile-
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advifeable. Out of the numbers who took them>'

one, foon after fwallowing the pill, was . feized with

a violent bleeding at the nofe : he was before given'

over by the furgeon, and lay almoft at the point of
death; bui he immediately fpund {liipfelf much betr

ter, and continued to recover, though flowly, till

we arrived on fhore, which was near a fortnight after.

A few others too were relieved for fome days, but the

diieafe returned again with as much virulence as

ever. The mod remarkable property of thefe me-
dicines was, that they adted in proportion to the vi-

gour of the patient ; fo that thofe who were within

two or three days of dying were fcarcely afFefted

;

and as the patient was differently advanced in the

difeafe, the operation was either a gentle perfpiration,

an eafy vomit, or a moderate purge : but if they were
taken by one in full ftrength^ they then produced all

the forementioned effeds with confiderable violence,

which fometimes continued for fix or eig-ht hours to-

gether, with little intermiffion.

When we reached the trade-wind, and it fettled

between the north and eaft, yet it feldom blew with

fo much ftrength, that the Centurion might not have

carried all her fmall fails abroad without the leaft

danger -, fo that, had we been a fingle (hip, we might

have run down our )or»gitude a-pace, and have ar-

rived at the Ladrones loon enough to have reco-

vered great numbers of our men, who afterward

perifhed. But the Gloucefter, by the lofs of her main-

maft, failed fo very heavily that we had feldom any

more than our top-fails fet, and yet were frequently

obliged to lie to for her : and, on the whole we loit

little lefs than a month by our attendance upon her,

in confequence of the various mifchances (he encoun-

tered. During all this run it was remarkable, that

we were rardy many days together without feeing

great numbers of birds ; which is a proof that there

are feveral iflands, or at leaft recks, fcattered all

along, at no very confiderable diRance from our

track.

The
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The trade-wind continued to favour us, without

any flu6tuation, from the end of June till toward tlie

end of July. But on the 26th of July, being then,

as we efteemed, about three hundred leagues froffi

the Ladrones, we met with a weftcrly wind, which
did not come about again to the eaftward in four

days time. In one part of thefe four days the wind
flatted to a calm, and the fliips rolled very deep ; by
which means the Gloucefler's forecap fplitting, her

fore-top maft came by the board, and broke her fore-

yard direftly in the flings. As flie was hereby ren-

dered incapable of making any fail for fome time, wc
were under a neceflity to take her in tow j and near

twenty of the healthieft and ablell of our feamen were
continued eight or ten days together on board the

Gloucefl:er to afliil in repairing' her damages; but

thefe things, mortifying as we thought them, were

only the commencement of our diialters •, for fcarce

had our people finilhed their bufinefs in the Gloucef-

tcp before we met with a mod violent ftorm from the

weft:ern board, which obliged us to lie to. At the

beginning of this ftorm our fliip fprung a leak, and
let in fo much watc that all our pt^ople, officers in-

cluded, were conftantly employed about the pumps

:

and the next day we had the vexation to fee the main-

top maft of the Gloucefter, which lately had hitherto

ferved her as a jury main maft, come by the board.

Indeed we were not as yet fully apprized of the de-

plorable fituation of the Gloucefter's crew ; for when
the ftorm abated, which, during its continuance,

prevented all communication with them, the Glou-

cefter bore up under our llcrn ; and captain Mitchel

informed the commodore, that befide the lofs of his

mafts, which was all that was vifible to us, the ftiip

had then no lefs than feven feet of water in her hold,

although his officers and men had been conftantly ac

the pumps for the laft twenty-four hours.

This new circumftance was indeed a moft terrible

accumulation to the other extraordinary diftrcilcs ot

the
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the Gloucefter, and required, if poflible, tl>e moff
fpeedy and vigorous alTiltance -, which captain Mitchel
begged the commodore to afford him : but the dcbi
Hty of our people, and our own immediate preferva-

tion, rendered it impradicable for the commodore to

comply with his requelh All that could be done.
Was to fend our boat on board for a more particular

account of the fliip's condition; as it was foon fbf-

pe6ted that the taking her people on board us, and
then deftroying her, was the only meafure that could

be profecuted in the prefent emergency, both for the

iecurity of their livcs and of our men.

Our boat foon returned with a rcprefentation of the

ftatc of the GlouceiVer, and of her feveral defects,

ligned by captain Mitchel and all his officers. The
commodore, on the perufal of this melancholy rcpre-

fentation, prefently ordered them a fupply of water

and provificns, of which they feemed to be in the

moft prefling want: and at the fame time fent his

own carpenter on board thtm, to examine into the

truth of every particular, and it was found, on the

llrideft enquiry, that the account was in no inftance

exaggerated. Indeed there was no room for delibe-

ration; the only ftep to be taken, was the fivino-

the lives of the few that remained on board the Glou-

cefter, and the getting out of her as much as we
could before flie was deltroyed. The commodore
therefore immediately lent an order to capt. Mitchel

to put his people on board the Centuriton, as ex-

peditio'idy as he could, now the weather was calm

and favourable ; and to take out fuch ftores as he

could gee at whilii the Ihip could be kept above

wat-r.

Mr. Anfon was extremely defirous to have faved

two of her cables and an anchor, but the lliip roll-

ed fo mucij, and the men were fo excefhvely fa-

tigued, that they were incapable of effeding it

;

nay, it was even with the greateft difficulty that '

the prize money, which the Gloucefter had taken

5 in!
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in the South Seas, was fecured and fent on board

the Centurion.

When (he was fet on fire, captain Mitchel and
his officers left her, and came on board the Cen-
turion : and we immediately ftood from the wreck,
not without fome apprehenfions (as we had only a
light breeze) that if (he blew up foon, tnt concuf-

fion of the air might damage our rigging; but (he

fortunately continued burning the whole night, fd

that though her guns (ired fuccelTively, as the flames

reached them ; yet it was fix in the morning, when
we were about four leagues diftant, before (he blew
up.

Thus periOied his majefty's (hip the Gloucefter.

And now it might have been expelled, that being

freed from the embarra(rments which her frequent

difafters had involved us in, we (hould have pro-

ceeded on our way much, brilker than we had hitherto

done, by the taking on board the Glouce(ler*s crew.

However we were loon taught that our anxieties were

not yet to be relieved ; and that, notwithftanding all

we had already fuffered, there remained much greater

diftrelTes, which we were ftill to ftruggle with. For
the late ilorm, which had proved fatal to the Glou-

cefter, had driven us tq the northward of our intend-

ed courfe ; and the current fetting the fame way,

after the weather abated, had forced us yet a degree

or two farther, fo that we were now in iy° I of north

latitude, inftead of being in 13'' -'-, which was the

parallel we propofed to keep, in order to reach the

jfland of Guam. As it had been a perfe6t calm for

fome days fince the ceflTation of the llornj, and we
were ignorant how near we were to the meridian of

the Ladrones, though we fuppofed ourfelves not to

be far from it ; we apprehended that wc might be

driven to the leeward of them by the current, with-

out dilcovering them. But when a gale fprung up, our

condition was ftill worfe ; for it blew from the fouth

weft, and confcquently was diredtly oppofiie to the

Vol. Ill, G g courfe
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courfc we wanted to (leer. However, on the 2 2d of
Auguft we had the fatisfaftion to find that the current

was fhifted ; and had fet us to the fouthward. And
the 23d, at day-break, we were cheered with the dif-

covery of two iflands on the weftern board -, which

proved to be Anatacan and Serigan. This gave us

all great joy, and raifed our drooping fpirits -, for till

then an univerfal dejedion had feized us, and we al-

moft defpaired of ever feeing land again. By the next

morning we were got fo far to the weft ward, that we
were in fight of a third iQand, which was that of

Paxaros. This was very fmall, and the land low,

fo that we had pafled within lefs than a mile of it, in

the night, without obferving it. At noon, being

then not four miles from the ifland of Anatacan, the

boat was fent away to examine the anchoring ground

and the produce of the place ; and we were not a

little folicitous for her return. In the evening the

boat came back, and the crew informed us that tliere

was no road for a fhip to anchor in, the bottom be-

ing every where foul ground. They further told

us, that when they had landed on the iQand, they met
with no water, and did not believe the place to be

inhabited •, though the foil was good, and abounded

with groves of coco-nut trees.

The account of the impoflibiHty of anchorii 1; at

tliis iiland occafioned a general melancholy on board j

for we confidered it as little lefs than the prelude

to our deftrudion; and our defpondency was in-

creafed by a difappointment we .".let with the fucceed-

ing night; when, as we Wv'tre plying under topfails,

with an intention of get ng nearti to the illand, and

of fending our boat on Kore to loiui v ith coco-nuts

for the rcfreftiment of iHir firk-, tiie wind proved

fqually, and blew fo ftrocg off fhore, that wc were

driven too far to the ibur ivard, to venture to fend

off our boat. And now the only pofiibie circum-

ftance that could fccurc the few which remained alive

from perilhing, was the accidental falling in with

fonic
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fome other of the Ladrone iflands, better prepared

for our accommodation ; but as our knowlege of
thefe iflands was extremely imperfefc, we were to

truft entirely to cliance for our guidance.

, It was on the 26th of Auguft, 1742, in the morn-
ing, when we loft fight of the ifland of*Anatacan,
dreading that it was the laft land we (hould ever fix our
eyes on. But the next morning we diicovered three

other iflands to the eaftward, which were between tea

and fourteen leagues diftant from us. Thefe were,

as we afterwards learnt, the iflands of Saypan, Ti-
nian, and Aguigan. We immediately fteered to-

ward Tinian, which was the middlemoft of the three

;

but we had fo much of calms, that though we were
helped forward by the currents, yet on the morrow,
at day-break, we had not advanced nearer than with-

in five leagues of it. However, we kept on our

courfe, and about ten o'clock we perceived a proa

under fail to the fouthward between Tinian and
Aguigan. As we imagined from hence that thefe

iflands were inhabited, and knew that the Spaniards

had always a force at Guam, we took the neceflTary

precautions for our own fecurity : and endeavoured

to prevent the enemy as much as pofllble from
making an "Advantage of our prefent wretched cir-

cumftanr^s, of which we feared they would be

fufficiently i ifomied by the manner of our working
the fliip. We flievjd Spanifli colours, and ftanding

toward the I ji.d, we were near enough, at three in

the afternoon, to fend the cutter in fliore, to find out

a proper birth ibr the fliip ; and we loon perceived

that a proa put off from the ifland to meet the cut-

ter, fully pf'rfuaded, as we afterward found, that we
were the Manilla ftiip. A", we faw the cutter re-

turning with the proa in tow, we inllantly lent the

pinnace to receive the proa a.id the priibners, and
to brinj, chem on board, that the cutter might
procftd on her errand. The pinnace came back
with a Spaniard and four Indians, whi(-h were the

G g 2 people
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people taken in the proa : and the Spaniard being

immediately examined as to the produce and cir-

cumftances of this ifland of Tinian, his account of

it furpafled even our moft fanguine hopes. For he

informed us, that though it was uninhabited, (which

in itfelf, confidering our prefent dcfencelefs condi-

tion, was a convenience not to be defpifed) yet it

wanted but few of the accommodations that could be

cxpeftcd in the moft cultivated country : and that

from the quantity and goodnefs of the provifions

produced here, the Spaniards at Guam made ufe

of it as a ftore for fupplying the garrifon.

This relation was received by us with inexpreflible

joy : part of it we were ourfelves able to verify on

the fpot, as we were by this time near enough to

difcover feveral numerous herds of cattle feeding in

different places of the ifland; and we did not any

way doubt the reft of his narration ; fmce the ap-

pearance of the fliore prejudiced us greatly in its fa-

vour.

The Spanifli ferjeant, from whom we received the

account of the ifland, having informed us that there

were fome Indians on fliore under his command, em-
ployed in jerking beef, and that there was a bark

at anchor to take it^on board ; we were defirous, if

poflible, to prevent the Indians from efcaping, flnce

they would certainly have given the governor of

Guam intelligence of our arrival. We therefore im-

mediately difpatched the pinnace to fecure the bark,

as the ferjeant told us that was ihe only embarkation

on the place -, and then, about eight in the evening,

we let go our anchor in twenty-two fathom. But

though it was almoft calm, and whatever vigour and

fpirit was to be found on board was doubtlefs exert-

ed to the utmoft on this pleafmg occafion, when,

after having kept the fea for fome months, we were

going to take poflefllon of this little paradife j yet

we were full five hours in fuiling our fails. It is

true, we were fom^what weakened by the crews of

the
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the cutter and pinnace which were fent on fhore

;

but it is not lei's true, that, including thofe abfent

with the boats and fome negroe and Indian pri-

foners, all the hands we could mufter capable of
{landing at a gun amounted to no more than fcventy-

one, moft of which too were incapable of duty, ex-

cept on the greateft emergencies. . . / .

In the morningaparty was lent on Ihore well armed,
of which I myfelf was one, to make ourfelves mailers

of tlie landing-place, fince we were not certain what
oppofition might be made by the Indians on the

illand : we landed however without difficulty ; for

the Indians fled into the woody parts of the ifland.

We found on Ihore many huts which they had in-

habited, and which faved us both the time and
trouble of erefting tents •, one of thele huts which
tlie Indians made uie of for a ftore-houfe was very

large, being twenty yards long, and fifteen broad

:

this we immediately cleared of fome bales of jerked

beef, which had been left in it, and converted it into

an hofpital for our Tick, who were brought on fliore,

being in all a hundred and twenty-eight i and it is

almoU incredible how foon they began to feel the

falutary influence of the land.

This ifland lies in the latitude of 15° : 8' north,

and longitude from Acapulco 114°: 50' wefl:. Its

length is about twelve miles, and its breadth about

half as much; it extending from the foutli fouth

welt to the north north eaft. The foil is every where

dry and healthy, and being withal fomewhat fandy,

it is thereby the lefs difpoled to a rank and over

luxuriant vegetation ; and hence the meadows and

the bottoms of the woods are much neater and

fmoother than is cuttomary in hot climates. The
land rofe in gentle flopes from the very beacli where

we watered, to the middle of the ifland, though the

general courfe of its alcent was often interrupted by

vallies of an eafy defcent, many of which wind ir-

regularly through the country. The woods confiiled

G g 3
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of tall and well fpread trees •, the lawns were ufually

of a confiderable breadth, their turf quite clean and
uniform, being compofed of a very fine trefoil, inter-

mixed with a variety of flowers. The woods too were

in many places open, and free from all bulhes and un-

derwood, fo that the neatncfs of the adjacent turf was
frequently extended to a conliderable diftance, un-

der the hoUuw Ihade formed by the trees. Hence
arofe a great number of the moft elegant and en-

tertaining profpeds, according to the different bind-
ings of thefe woods and lawns, and their various

interfeftions with each other. Nor were the allure-

ments of Tinian confined to the excellency ot its

landlkips only •, fince the fortunate animals, which dur-

ing the greatcll: part of the year are thcr fole lords of

this happy foil, partake in fome meafurtf of the ro-

mantic call of the ifland, and are no fmall addition

to its wonderful fcenery : for the cattle, of which it

is not uncommon to fee herds of fome thoufands feed-

ing together, are certainly the moft remarkable in the

world; as they arc all of them milk-white, except

their ears, which are generally brown or black. And
though there are no inhabitants here, yet the cla-

mour of domeftic poultry, which range the woods
in great numbers, perpetually excite the idea of the

neighbourhood offarms and villages; and greatly con-

tribute to the chearfulneL and beauty of the place.

'i'his place was not only extremely grateful to

us, from the plenty and excellency of its frefh pro-

vifions, but was as much perhaps to be admired on

account of its fruits and vegetable produftions;

which were moft fortunately adapted to the cure of

the fea fcurvy, the difeafe which had fo terribly redu-

ced us. In the woods there were inconceivable

quantities of coco-nuts, with the cabbages growing

on the fame tree : there were befides, guavas, limes,

fweet and four oranges and a kind of fruit peculiar

to thefe iflands, called by the Indians Rhymay, but

by us the Bread Fruit, for it was conftantly eaten by

us
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us during our flay upon the ifland inftead of bread,

and fo univerfally preferred to it that no lhip*s bread.

was expended in that whole interval. The fruit is

found indifferently on all parts of the branches-, it

is in fliape rather elliptical than round ; is covered

with a rough rind, and is ufually feven or eight

inches long •, each of them grows fingly, and not in

clufters. This fruit is fitteft to be ufed when it is

full grown, but ftill green, in which (late, after it is

properly prepared by being roaftcd in the embers,

its talle has fomc diltant refemblancc to that of an

artichoke's bottom, and its texture is not very dif-

ferent, for it is foft and fpongy. As it ripens it be-

comes fofter and of a yellow colour, when it con-

tra6ts a lufcious taftc and an agreeable fmell, not

unlike a ripe peach j but then it is eftecmed unwhole-
fome, and is faid to produce fluxes : it is delcribed

in Ray*s hiftory of plants.

It will eafily be conceived from what has been al-

ready faid, that our cheer upon this ifland was in

fome degree luxurious -, but I have not yet recited all

the varieties of provifion which we here indulged

in. Indeed we thought it prudent totally to abflrain

from fifli, the few we caught at our firft arrival hav-

ing furfeited thde who eat of them i but confidering

how much we had been inured to that fpecies of
food, we did not regard this circumfl:ance as a dif-

advantage, efpecially as the defeft was fo amply
fupplied by the beef, pork, and fowls already men-
tioned, and by great plenty of wild fowl.

It may now perhaps be wondered at, that an ifland

fo exquifitely furniflied with the conveniences of life,

fliould be entirely deftitute of inhabitants •, efpecially

as it is in the neighbourhood of other iflands, which

in fome meafure depend upon this for their fupport.

To obviate this difficulty, I mufl: obferve, that it

is not fifty years fince the ifland was depopulated.

The Indians we had in our cufl:ody aflTured us, that

formerly the three iflands of Tinian, Rota, and

G g 4 Guam,
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Guam, were all full of inhabitants •, and that Ti-
nian alone contained thirty thoufand fouls : but a

ficknefs raging amongft thefe iflands which deftroyed

multitudes of the people, the Spaniards, to recruit

their numbers at Guam, which were extremely dimi-

nifhed by the mortality, ordered all the inhabitants

of Tinian thither j where, languifliing for their

former habitations and their cuftomary method of

life, the greateft part of them in a few years died

of grief. ^
It may perhaps be doubted, if the number of the

inhabitants of Tinian, who were baniflied to Guam,
and who died there pining for their native home,

was fo confiderable as what we have related above

;

but, not to mention the concurrent aflertion of our

prifoners, the commodioufnefs of the idand, and

Its great fertility, there are ftill remains to be met
with on the place, which (hew it to have been once

extremely populous. For there are, in all parts of

the illand, many ruins of a particular kind : thefe

ufually confift of two rows of fquare pyramidical

pillars, each pillar being about fix feet from the next,

and the diftance between the rows being about twelve

feet. The pillars themfelves are about five feet fquare

at the bafe, and about thirteen feet high -, and on the

top of each of them there is a femi-globe, with the

flat furface upwards : the whole of the pillars and

femi-globe is folid, being compofed of fand and (lone

cemented together, and.plaiftered over. If the ac-

count our prifoners gave us of thefe ftru6turcs was

true, the ifland muft indeed have been moll extra-

ordinary well peopled •, fmce they aflured us, that

they were the foundations of particular buildings fet

apart fpr thofe Indians only, who had engaged in

fome religious vow ; monaftic inftitutions being often

to be met wjth in many pagan nations. However, if

thefe ruins were originally the bafis of the common
dwelling- houfcs of the* natives, their number? mu(t

,4 have
.i .0 nr:
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have been confiderable ; for in many parts of the

ifland they are extremely thick planted.

Having briefly recounted the conveniences of this

place, the excellency arid quantity of its fruits and
provifions, the neatnels ot its lawns, the ftatelinefs,

frefhnefs, and fragrance of its woods, and the variety

and elegance of the views it afforded; I mull now
obferve that all thefe advantages were greatly en-

hanced by the healthinefs of its climate, by the al-

moft conltant breezes which prevail, and by the fre-

quent (bowers which fell there : for thefe, inftead of

the heavy continued rains which in fome countries

render a great part oF the year fo unplealing, were

ufually of a very fliort and almoft momentary dura-

tion. Hence they were extremely grateful and re-

frefliing, and were perhaps one caule of the falubrity

of the air, and of the extraordinary influence it was
obferved to have upon us, in increafing and invi-

gorating our appetites and digeftion. This effe6t

was indeed remarkable, fince thole amongft our of-

ficers, who were at all otiier times fpare and tem-

perate eaters, were here, in appearance, transformed

into gluttons : for inft:ead of one reafonable flefti-

meal, they were now fcarcely fatisfied with three,

each of them too fo prodigious in quantity, as would
at another time have produced a fever or a furfeit.

And yet our digeftion fo well correfponded to the

keennefs of our appetites, that we were neither dif-

ordered nor even loaded by this uncommon reple-

tion, n h--i^ 'V* ''
"

As to the refidence upon the ifland, the principal

inconvenience attending it is the vaft numbers of
mufcatos, and various other fpecies of flies, together

with an infedt called a tick : this, though principally

attached to the cattle, would yet frequently faften

upon our limbs and bodies, and raife a painful in-

flammation. We found here too centipedes and fcor-

pions, which we fuppofed were venomous, though
none of us ever received any injury from them.

But II
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Butfthc^njoft important and formidable exception

to this place remains ftill to be tdd. I'his is the

inconvenience of the road^ and the little fecurity

there is in fome feafons for a fhip at anchor. The
only proper anchoring-plape for Ihips of burthen is at

the (outh-weft end of the iQand, Here the Centu-

rion anchored in twenty and twenty-two fathom wa-
ter, about a mile and a half diftant from the fliore,

oppofite to a fandy bay. The bottom of this road is

full of fliarp-poinied coral rocks, which, during four

months of the year, that is, from the middle of June
to the middle of Odobcr, render it a very unfafe an-

chorage. This is the feafon of the weftern monioons,

when near the full and change of the moon, but

more particularly at the change, the wind is ulually

variable all round the compafs, and feldom fails to

blow with fuch fury, that the ftouteft cables are

not to be confided in. In the remaining eight months

of the year, that is, from the middle of Odober to

the middle of June, there is a conftant feafon of

fettled weather; when, if the cables are but well

armed, there is fcarcely any danger of their being

even rubbed ; fo that during all that interval it is as

fecure a road as could be wiftied for.

Our firft undertaking, after our arrival^ was the

rer yal of our lick on fliore, as hath been related.

"Wu.ift we were thus employed, four of the Indians

on the ifiand, being part of the Spanilh ferjeant's

detachment, came and furrendered themfelves to us i

fo that with thofe we took in the proa, we had now
eight of them in our cuftody. One of the four who
fubmitted, undertook to- fhew us the moft convenient

places for killing cattle, and two of our men were or-

dered to attend him on that fervice : but one of

them unwarily trufting the Indian with his firelock

and piftol, the Indian efcaped with them into the

woods. His countrymen, who remained behind,

were apprehenfive of fufFering for this perfidy of

their comrade ; and therefor^ begged leave to fend

one
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one of their own party into the country, who, they

engaged, fhould both bring back the arms, and per-

luade the whole detachment from Guam to fubmit to.

us. The commodore granted their requeft ; and one

of them was difpatched on this errand, who returned

next day, and brought back the firelock and piftol,

but affured us, he had found them in a path-way in

tile wood, and protefted that he had not been able

to meet with any one of his countrymen : this re-

port had fo little the air of truth, that we fufpeded

there was fome treachery carrying on ; and therefore,

to prevent any future communication amongft them,

we immediately ordered ail the Indians who were in

"our power on board the Ihip, and did not permit

them to go any more on Ihore.

When our fick were well fettled on the ifland, we
employed all the hands that could be fpared from
attending them, in arming the cables with a good
rounding, feve?-al fathom from the anchor, to fecure

them from being rubbed by the coral rocks which

here abounded. This being compleated, our next

occupation was our leak, and in order to raife it out

of water, we, on the id of September, began to get

the guns aft to bring the Ihip by the Item ; and

now the carpenters^ being able to come at it on the

outfide, they ripped off what was left of the old.

fheathing, caulked all the feams on both fides the

cut-water, and leaded them over, and then new-
fheathed the bows to the furface of the water. But
this and fome farther attempts at fecuring it proved

unavailable ; for the water, notwithftanding all their

care, continued to force its way in. We, on this, de-

fiftqd from all farther efforts » being at laft well affured

that the defed was in the ftem itfelf, and that it was
not to be remedied till we (hould have an opportu-

nity of heaving down.

In the firft part of the month of September, feveral .

of our fick were tolerably recovered by their refi-

dence on Ihore j and, on the 1 2th of September, all

,

" thofe

i
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thofe who were fo far relieved fince their arrival, as

to be capable of doing duty, were fent on board the

Ihip : and then the commodore, who was himfelf ill

of the fcurvy, had a tent ereded for him on fhore,

where he went with the view of Haying a few days

to eftablilh his health.

As the crew on board were now reinforced by the

recovered hands returned from the ifland -, we began
to fend our cafks on fhore to be fitted up, which till

this time could not be done, for the coopers were

not well enough to work. We likewifc weighed our

anchors, that we might examine our cables, which

we fuipecled had by this time rect-ived confiderable

damage. And as the new moon was now approach-

ing, when we apprehended violent gales, the com-
modore, for our greater fecurity, ordered that part

of the cables next to the anchors to be armed with

the chains df the fire-grapnels ; befide which they

were cackled twenty fathom from the anchors, and

feven fathom from the fervice, with a good round-

ing of a four one half inch halfer : and, being per-

fuaded that the dangers of tliis road demanded our

utmoft forefight, we, to all thefe precautions, added

that of iowermg the main and fore-yard clofe down,
that in cafe of blowing weather, the wind might have

lefs power upon the fhip, to make her ride a ftrain.

I'hus, effectually prepared, as we conceived, we
waited till the new moon, which was the 1 8th of Sep-

tember, when riding fafe that and the three fucceed-

ing days, (though the weather proved very Iqually

and uncertain) we flattered curlelves (for 1 was then

on board) that the prudence of our meallires had fc-

cured us from all accidents; but on the zid, the

wind blew from the eaftward with fuch fury, that wc
foon defpaired of riding out the florm. All commu-
nication with the thore v/as now abfolutely cut off;

for there was no poflibility that a boat could live,

fo that we were neceflfirated to ride it out till our

cables parted. Indeed we were not long expeding
^
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this dreadful event, for the fmall bower parted at

five in the afternoon, and the Ihip fwupg off to the

belt bower ; and as the night cjtme on, the violence

of thewindftillincreafed, though, notwithftanding its

inexprefllble fury, the tide ran with fo much rapidity

as to prevail over it. About eight the tide flackened,

but the wind not abating, the bcit bower-cable, by
which alone we rode, parced at eleven. Our Iheet-

anchor, which was the only one we had left, was in-

ftantly cut from the bow j but before it could reach

the bottom, wc were driven from twenty-two into

thirty-five fathom -, and after wc had veered away
one whole cable, and two thirds of another, we could

not find ground with fixty fathom of line : this was
a plain indication, that the anchor lay near the edge
of the bank, and could not hold us long. In this

prefTing danger, Mr. Saumarez, our firft lieutenant,

who now commanded on board, ordered feveral guns
to be fired, and lights to be fhewn, as fignals to the

commodore of our diftrefs ; and in a fliort time af-

ter, it being then about one o'clock, and the night

exccflively dark, a ftrong gult, attended with rain

and lightening, drove us off the bank, and forced

us out to fea, leaving behind us, on the ifland, Mr.
Anfon, with many more of our officers, and great

part of our crew, amounting in the whole to a hun-
dred and thirteen perfons. j *-!/'

The dorm which drove the Centurion to fea, blew
with too much turbulence to permit either the com-
modore or any of the people on fhore to hear the

guns, which fiie fired as fignals of diftrefs ; and the

frequent glare of the lightening had prevented the

explofions from being obferved : fo that, when at

day-break, it was perceived from the fhore that the

Ihip was miffing, there was the utmoft confternation

amongft them : for much the greateft part of them
immediately concluded that fhe was loft ; and en-

treated the commodore that the boat might be fent

round the ifiand to look ufccr the wreck ; and thofe

who
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who believed her fafe, had fcarcely any expedatlort
that (he would ever be able to make the ifland again

:

fince the wind continued to blow ftrong at eaft, and
they well knew how poorly (he was manned, or
provided for ftruggling with fo tempeftuous a gale.

In either of theFe viev/s, their fituation was indeed

, mod deplorable : for if the Centurion was loft, or
fhould be incapable of returning, there appeared no
po(ribility of their ever getting off the ifland ; as they

were at leaft fix hundred leagues from Macao, which
was their heareft port -, and they were maftcrs of no
other ve(rel than the fmall Spanifh bark of about fif-

teen ton, feized at their firll arrival, which would not

even hold a fourth part of their number. And the

chance of their being taken off the ifland by the ca-

fual arrival of any other fliip, was altogether defpe-

rite. Nor was this the worft they had to fear ; for

they had reafon to apprehend that the governor of

Guam, when he (hould be informed of their circum-

ftances, might fend a force fufEcient to overpower

them, and to remove them to that ifland : where if he

once had them in his power, he would make their

want of commiflions (all of them being on board the

Centurion) a pretext for treating them as pyrates,

an ] for depriving them of their lives with infamy.

In the midft of thefe gloomy reflexions, Mr.
Anfon, though he always kept up his ufual com-

pofure and fteadinefs, had doubtlefs his fliare of dif-

quietude. However, he foon projeded a fcheme for

extricating himfelf and his men from their prefent

anxious fituation : this was to hale the Spanifh bark

on (hore, to faw her afunder, and to lengthen her

twelve feet, which would enlarge her to near forty

ton burthen -, and would enable her to carry them all

to China.

This indeed raifed their fpirits, by (hewing them

the polTibility of their getting away, of which they

had before defpaired-, but then, from their confi-

dence in this refource, tliey grew lefs apprehenfive

of
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of their fitOation, gave a greater fcope to their hopes,

and flattered themielves that the Centurion would be

able to TLgain the ifland, and prevent the execution

of a I'ch me, which they could eafily forefee would

be a work of confiderable labour. Hence it was
fome days before they were all of them heartily en-

gaged in the projeft; but at lalt, being convinced

of the impoflibility of the (hip's return, they betook

themfelves zealoully to the different talks allotted

them, and were as indullrious and as eager as their

commander could defire.

If we examine how they were prepared for going

through with this undertaking, we (hall find, that,

independent of other matters which were of as much
confequence, the lengthening of the bark alone was
attended with great difficulty. Some of the tools

were to be made, manv of the materials were want-

ing, and it required no fmall degree of invention to

fupply all thefe deficiencies. Nay, when the hull of

the bark fhould be compleated, this was but one ar-

ticle *, and there were others of equal weight which

were to be well confidered : thefe were the rigging

it, the vidualling it, and laftly, the navigating it>

for the fpace of fix or feven hundred leagues, through

unknown feas, where no one of the company had
ever pafied before : and in thefe particulars fuch ob-

ftacles occurred, that, without the intervention of

very extraordinary and unexpefted accidents, the

whole enterprize would have fallen to the grorixd.

It fortunately happened that the carpenters, both

of the Gloucefter and of the Tryal, with their chefts

of tools, were on lliore when the (hip drove out to

fea ; the fmit{i too was on (hore, and had with him
his forge and feveral of his tools, but unhappily his

bellov/s had not been brought from on board -, fo

that he was incapable of working. The firft atten-

tion therefore was to make him a pair of bellows

;

but in this they were for fome time puzzled by
want of leather : however, as they had hides in fuf-

7 ficient

I
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ficicnt plenty, and they had found a hogfhead o^
lime, which the Indians or Spaniards had prepared for

their own ufe ; they tanned a few hides with this lime j

and the leather they thus procured anfwcred the
intention tolerably well, anJ the bellows was coin-

pleated, a gun-barrel ferving for a pipe. ; . .r.;.

I
Whilft the fmitli was preparing the neceflfary iron-

work, others were employed in cutting down trees,

and fawlng them into planks ; and this being the

moft laborious tafk, the commodore wrought at it

himfelf for the encouragement of his people. But
there being neither blocks nor cordage fufficient for

. tackles to haul the bark on fhore, this occafioned a

new difficulty j however, it was at length reiblved

to get her up on rollers, lince for thefe the body of
the cocoa-nut tree was extremely well fitted ; as its

> fmoothnefs and circular turn fuited it to the purpofe

with very little workmanlhip. A number of thefe

trees were therefore felled, and the ends of them pro-

perly opened for the infertion of the hand-fpikes

;

in the mean time a dry dock was dug to receive the

bark, and ways were laid from thence quite into

the fea to facilitate the bringing her up. Neither

were thefe the whole of their occupations, fmce,

befide thofe who were thus bulled in preparing mea-
fures toward the future enlargement of the bark, a

party was conftantly ordered to kill and provide pro-

vifions for the reft. And though in thefe various

employments, fome of which demanded confiderable

dexterity, it might have been expefted there would

have been great confufion and delay •, yet good or-

der being once eftablifhed, and all hands engaged,

their preparations advanced apace. Indeed, the

common men might not be the lefs tradable for their

want of fpirituous liquors : for, there being neither

wine nor brandy on fliore, the juice of the cocoa-nut

was their conftant drink ; and this, though extremely

pleafant, was not at all intoxicating, but kept them
very temperate and orderly.

The
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The main work now proceeding fucccfsfully, the
officers began to confider of all the articles which
would be neceflary to t'^e fitting out the bark for

the Tea: on this confultation it was found, that the
tents on ihore, and the fpare cordage accidentally

left there by the Centurion, together with the fails

and rigging already belonging to the bark, would
ferve to rig her indifferently well when (he was
lengthened. And as they had tallow in plenty, they
propofed to pay her bottom with a mixture of tal-

low and lime, which was known not to be ill ad-

apted to that purpofe : fo that, with refpeft to her

•quipment, ftie would not have been very defeftive.

There was, however, one exception, which was her

fize : for as they could not make her quite forty ton

burthen, Ihe would have been incapable of contain-

ing half the crew below the deck, and if they were
all at the fame time ordered upon deck, there would
be no fmall hazard of her overfetting : but this was
a difficulty not to be removed, as they could not aug-
ment her beyond the fize already propofed. After

the manner of rigging and fitting up the bark was
confidered and regulated, the next effential point to

be thought on was a fufficient ftock of provifions

for their voyage ; and here they were greatly at a

lofs what expedient to have recourfe to, as they had
neither grain nor bread of any kind on (hore ; their

bread-fruit, which would not keep at fea, having all

along fupplied its place ; and though they had live

cattle enough, yet they had no fait to cure beef for

a fea-ftore, nor would meat take fait in that climate.

Indeed, they had preferved a fmall quantity ofjerked

b<:ef which they found upon the place at their land-

ing -, but this was greatly difproportioned to the run

of near fix hundred leagues, which they were to en-

gage in. It was at laft, however, refolved to put on
board as many cocoa-nuts as they poffibly could, to

prolong to the utmoft their jerked beef, and to en-

deavour to fupply their want of bread by rice. To
Vol, III. H h furnilh
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furnifli thcmfelves with this, it was propofed, when
the bark was fitted up, to make an expedition to

the illand of Rota, where they were told that the

Spaniards had large plantations of rice under the

care of the Indian inhabitants : but as this lad mea-
fure was to be executed by force, it became neceflary

to examine what ammunition had been left on fhore»

and to preferve it carefully ; and on this inquiry,

they had the mortification to find that all the powder
that could be colleifted, by the drilled fearch, did

not amount to more than ninety charges, which was
confiderably Ihort of one a-piece to each of the com-
pany, and was indeed a very flender dock of ammu^
nition for fuch as were to eat no grain or bread dur-

ing a whole month, except what they were to procure

by force of arms. ,,n^ r.:,':r; . ;.
' '-. '

But the mod alarming circumdance, and which,

without the providential interpofition of very impro-

bable events, would have rendered all their fchemes

abortive, remains yet to be related: this was, that

there was neither compafs nor quadrant on the iiland.

^t lad, after eight days perplexity, in rumaging a

ched belonging to the Spanifli bark, they difcovered

a fmall compafs, which, though little better than

the toys ufually m^de for the amufement of fchool-

boys, was to them an invaluable treafure : and a few

days after, by a fimilar piece of good fortune, they

met with a quadrant on the fea-ftiore, which had been

thrown over-board amongd other lumber belonging

to the dead. The quadrant was eagerly feized j but

on examination it unluckily wanted vanes, and there-

fore, in its prefent date, was altogether ufelefs ; how-

ever, fortune dill continuing in a favourable mood,
it was not long before a perfon, through cviriofity,

pulling out the drawer of an old table which had been

driven on ihore, found therein fome vanes which

fitted the quadrant very well ; and it being thus com^
pleated, it was examined by the known latitude of

the
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the place, and upon trial anfvvered to a fufficicnt de-

gree of exaftnefs.

When now all tliefe obftacles were in fome degree
removed, the bufinefs proceeded very vigoroufly:

the neceflary iron-work was in great forwardnefs

;

and the timber and planks which, though not the

moft exquifite performances of the fawyer's art, were
yet fufficient for the purpofe, were all prepared

;

10 that, on the 6th of Odober, being the 14th day
from the departure of the (hip, they hauled the

bark on fhore, and on the two fucceeding days fhe

was fawn afunder, with the caution not to cut her

planks : and her two parts being feparated the pro-

per diftance from each other, and the materials be-

ing all ready beforehand, they, the next day, being

the 9th of October, went on with no fmall difpatch

in their propofed enlargement of her •, whence by
this time they had all their future operations fo fairly

in view, and were fo much mailers of them, that

they were able to determine when the whole would
be finiihed, and had accordingly fixed the 5tli of

November for the day of their putting to fea. But
their projedls and labours were now drawing to a

fpeedier and happier conclufion ; for on the 1 1 th of

OtStober, in the afternoon, one of the Gloucefter's

men being on a hill in the middle of the ifland, per-

ceived the Centurion at a diftance, and running down
with his utmoft fpeed towards the landing-place, he,

in the way, faw fome of his comrades, to whom he

hallooed out with great extafy. The (hip, the fhi^)

!

By five in the evening the Centurion was vifible in

the offing to them all -, and, a boat being fent off

with eighteen men to reinforce her, and with frcfh

meat and fruits, fhe, the next afternoon, happily

caft anchor in the road, where the commodore im-

mediately came on board her, and was received with

the fmcereft and heartieli acclamations.

The Centurion being now once more fafely arrived

at Tinian, to the mutual refpite of tlie labours of

H h 2 our
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our divided crew •, the reader* after the relation al-

ready given of the projects and employment of thofe

left on fhore, fliould be apprized of the fatigues and
diftrefles to which we, whom the Centurion carried

off to fca, were expofed, during the long interval of
nineteen days that we were abfent from the ifland.

It has been already mentioned, that it was the 22d
of September, about one o'clock, in an extreme dark

night, when, by the united violence of a prodigious

ftorm, and an exceeding rapid tide, we were driven

from our anchors, and forced to fea. Our condition

then was truly deplorable ; we were in a leaky ftiip,

with three cables in our hawfes, to one of which hung
our only remaining anchor ; we had not a gun on

board lafhed, nor a port barred in ; our Ihrouds were

loofe, and our top-mafls unrigged, and we had

ftruck our fore and main-yards clofe down, before

the hurricane came on, lo that there were no fails

we could fet, except our mizen. In this dreadful

extremity we could mufter no more ftrength on board

to navigate the fhip than a hundred and eight hands,

feveral negroes and Indians included : this was fcarce-

ly the fourth part of our complement ; and of thefe

the greater number were either boys, or fuch as,

being but lately recovered from the fcurvy, had not

yet arrived at half their former vigour. No fooner

were we at fea, but by the violence of the ftorm, and

the working of the fhip, we made a great quantity of

water through our hawfe-holes, ports, and fcuppers,

which, added to the conftant effedb of our leak, ren*-

dered our pumps alone a fufficient employment for us

all : yet we had other dangers then hanging over u%
which occafioned this to be regarded as a fecondary

ccnfideration only. For we all imagined, that we
were driving diredly on the neighbouring iQand of

Aguiguan, which was about two leagues diftant •, and

as we hdu lowered our main and fore-yards clofe

4own, we had no fails we could fee but the mizen,

which



ROUND THE WORLD. 469

which was altogether infufficient to carry us clear of
this imminent peril. Urged therefore by this prefT-

ing emergency, we immediately applied ourfelvcs to

work, cndeavduring with the iitmoft of our efforts

to heave up tl^e main and fore-yards , in hopes that,

if we could but be enabled to make ufe of our lower
canvas, we might pofRbly weather the ifland, and
thereby fave ourfelvcs fromthis impending (hipwreck.

But after full three hours ineffeftual labour, the jeers

broke; and the men being quite jaded, we were ob-

liged, by mere debility, to defift, and quietly to ex-

pert our fate, which we then conceived to be un-

avoidable. Nor did the terrors of inf^antly ftriking

and finking, end but with the day- break -, when we
with great tranfport perceived, that the ifland we
had thus dreaded was at a confiderable diftance, and
that a ftrong northern current had been the caufe of
our prefervation.

The turbulent weather which forced us from Ti-

nian, did not abate till three days after, and then we
fwayed up the fore-yard, and began to heave up the

main-yard ; hut the jeers broke again, and killed

one of our people, and prevented us at that time from
proceeding. The next day, being the 26th of Sep-

tember, was a day of moft fcvere fatigue to us all

;

the bufinefs of this day was no lefs than an endeavorr

to heave up the (heet-anchor, which we had hitherto

dragged at our bows with two cables an end. This
was a work of great importance to our future pre-

fervation •, for we laboured at it with the feverefl ap-

plication for full twelve hours, when we had indeed

made a confiderable progrefs, having brought the

anchor in fight : but it growing dark, and we being

exceflively fatigued, we were obliged to defift, and

to leave our work unfinifhed till the next morning ;

and then, refreflied by the benefit of a night's reft,

we compleated it, and hung the anchor at our bow.
The fame day we got up our main-yard -, fo that

having now conquered, in fome degree, the diftrcfles

H h 3 and

Ui
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and diforder which we were neceflarily involved in it

our firft driving out to fea, and being enabled to

make ufe of our canvas, we fet our cpurfes, and for

the firft time flood, to the eaftward, in hopes of re-

gaining the ifland of Tinian ; fince, by our accounts,

\ye were only forty-feven leagues diftant to the fouth-

weft. Hence, on the i ft day ofQdober, having then

run the diftance neceflary tor making the ifland ac-

cording to pur reckoning, we were in full expectation

of feeing it: but here we were unhappily difap-

ppinted, and were convinced, that a current had
driven us confiderably to the weftward. However,
we were delivered from our uncertainty the next

day, having then a fight of the ifland of Guam ; and
hence we computed that the currents had driven us

fprty-four leagues to the weftward of our accounts.

Belig now fatisfied of our fituation, by this fight of

land, we kept plying to the eaftward, though with

excefiive labour •, for the wind continuing fixed in thp

eaftern board, we were obliged to tack oftep. This
fevcre employment lafted till the nth of Oftob^r,

being the nineteenth' day from our departure; when
arriving in the offipg of Tinian, we were reinforced

£om the (hore, as hath been already related. ,.!.„'.

When the commodore came on board the Centu-

rion, after her return to Tinian, he refolved to (tay

no longer at the ifland than was abfolutely neceflary

to compleat our ftock of water. But the lofs of our
long-boat, which was ftaved againft our poop, be^

fore we were driven out to fea, put us to great in-

conveniencies in getting our water on board. Nor
was this our only misfortune; for, on the 14th of
October, being but the third day after our arrival,

a fudden guft of wind brought home our anchor,

forced us off the bank, and drove the ftiip put to fea

a fecond time. The commodore, it is true, and the

principal officers, were now on board j but we had
near feventy men on ftjore. Thefe had with them
our two cutters ; but as they were too many for the

Li-
'

,

' cutters
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cutters to bring ofF at once, we fent the eighteen^

oared barge to aflift them ; and at the fame time made
a fignal for all that could embark. The two cutters

foon came off to us full of men ; but forty of the

company, who were bufied in killing cattle in the

woods, and in bringing them down to the landing-

place, remained behind. However, as the weather

was favourable, and our crew was now ftronger than

when we were firft driven out, we, in about five

days time, returned again to an anchor at Tinian,

and relieved thofe we had left behind us from their

fecond fears of being deferted by their fhip.

On our arrival, we found that the Spaniih bark»

the old object of their hopes, had undergone a new
metamorphofis : for thofe on fhore, defpairing of our
return, and conceiving that the lengthening the bark,

as formerly propofed, was both a toilfomc and unne-

ceffary meafure, confidering the fmall number they

confifted of, they had refolved to join her again, and
to reftore her to her firft ftate ; and in this fcheme

they had made fome progrefs.

Thefe people we had left behind informed us, that,

juft before we were feen in the offing, two proas had
ftood in very near the Ihore, and had continued there

for fome time ; but, on the appearance of our fhip,

they crowded away, and were prefently out of fight.

And, on this occafion, I muft mention an incident,

which, though it happened during the firft abfcnce of

the Ihip, was then omitted, to avoid interrupting

the courfe of the narration. • ' *h
'-

It hath been already obferved, that a part of the

detachment fent to this ifland under the corr\mand of

the Spaniih ferjcaot* lay concealed in the woods : in-

deed we were the lefs folicitous to find them out, as

pur prifoners all afilired us, that it was impoffible

ifor them to get off, and confequently that; it was irii-

poflible for them to fend any intelligence about Uo to

Guam. But when the Centurion drove out to fea,

and left the commodore on fhore, he one day, at-

H h 4 tended,

\m
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tended by fome of his officers, endeavoured to make
the tour of the idand : in this expedition, being on
a rifing ground, they obfcrved in the valley beneath
them the appearance of a fmall thicket, which, by
attending to more nicely, they found had a progref-

five motion : this at firft furprifed them •, but they
foon perceived that it was no more than feveral large

cocoa bulhes, >which were dragged along the ground
by perfons concealed beneath them. They imme-
diately concluded that thefe were fome of the fer-

jeant's party •, and therefore the commodore and his

people made after them, in hopes of tracing out

their retreat. The Indians, remarking that they

were difcovered, hurried away with precipitation

;

but Mr. Anfon was fo near them, that he did not lofe

fight of them till they arrived at their cell, which he

and his officers entering, found to be abandoned,

there being a paflage from it, which had been con-

trived for the convcniency of flight, and which led

down a precipice. They here met with an old fire-

lock or two, but no other arms. However, there

was a great quantity of provifions, particularly falted

fparibs of pork, which were excellent j and it being

about noon, the Indians had laid out a very plenti-

ful repaft, confidering their numbers, and had their

bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts prepared ready for eating,

in a manner too which plainly evinced, that with

them a good meal was neither an uncommon nor an

unheeded article. The commodore having in va?h

fearchcd after the path by which the Indians had ef-

caped, he and his officers contented themfelves with

fitting down to the dinner, which was thus luckily

fitted to their prefent hunger ; after which they re-

turned back to their old habitation. t

On our coming to an anchor again, after our fe-

cond driving off to fea, we laboured indefatigably

at getting in our water ; and having, by the 20th

of.Odtober, compleated it to fifty tons, which we fup-

pofed would be fufficient during our paflage to Ma-
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cao, we, on the next day, fent one of each mefs on
ihore to gather as large a quantity of oranges, le-

mons, cocoa-nuts, and other fruits of the idand, as

they poflibly could, for the ufe of themfelves and
their meflmates when at fea. And thefe purveyors

returning on the evening of the fame day, we then

fet fire to the bark and proa, hoifted in our boats^

and got under fail, fteering away toward the fouth

end of the ifland of Formola, and taking our leaves,

for the third and laft time, of the iQand ofTinian.

And now, poflponing for a Ihort time our run to

FormofJi, and thence to Canton, I fhall interrupt the

narration with a defcription of that range of ijlands,

ufually called the Ladrones, or Marian iflands, of

which this of Tinian is one.

Thefe iflands were difcovered by Magellan in the

year 1521 j and from the account given of the two
he firft fell in with, it (hould feem that they were

thofe of Saypan and Tinian ; for they are defcribed

as very beautiful iflands, and as lying between 15 and
16 degrees of north latitude. Thefe charadberiftlcs

are particularly applicable to the two above-men-
tioned places ; for the pleafing appearance of Tinian

hath occafioned the Spaniards to give it the additional

name of Buenavifla; and Saypan, which is in the lati-

tude of 15° 22' north, affords no contemptible pro-

fpcA when feen at fea.

There are ufually reckoned twelve of thefe iflands

;

but if tITe fmall iflets and rocks are counted, their

whole number will amount to above twenty. They
were formerly, mofl: of them, well-inhabited ; but
now Guam alone can properly be faid to be inha-

bited. This ifland of Guam i& the only fettlement of
the Spaniards ; here they keep a governor and garri-

fon, and here the Manila fliip generally touches for

refrefliment, in her paflage from Acapulco to the

Philippines. The Spanilh troops employed at this

ifland conflfl: of three companies of foot, betwixt

forty and fifty men each i and this is the principal

ftrength
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ftrength the governor has to depend on ; for he can-
not rely on any afliftance from the Indian inhabitants,

being generally upon ill terms with them, and fo ap-

prehenfive of them, that he has debarred them th«

pffi of both fire-arms and lances.

The reft pf thefe iQands, though not inhabited, do
yet abound with many kinds of refrefhment and pro-

vifion ; but here is no good harbour, or road amongft
them all : of that of Tinian we have treated largely

already*, nor is the road ofGuam much better; fmcc

it is not uncommon for the Manila (hip, though (he

propofes to ftay there but twenty-four hours, to be

forced to fea, and to leave her boat behind her.

From what has been faid it appears, that the Spa-

niards on the ifland of Guam are extremely few, com»
pared to the Indian inhabitants ; and formerly the

difproportion was ftill greater, as may be eafily con-

ceived from the account given of the numbers here-

tofore on Tinian alone. THefe Indians are a bold^

llrong, welUlimbed people ; and, as it fhould feem

from feme of their practices, are no ways defedivc

in underftanding -, for their flying proas in particular,

which, during ages paft, have been the only veflels

employed by them, are fo fingular and extraordi-

nary an invention, that it would dp honour to any

nation, however dextrous and acute. As former na-

vigators, though they have mentipnejd thefe vefTels,

have yet treated of them imperfedkly, and as, befide

their curlofity, they may furnifti both the fhip-wright

and feaman with no contemptible obfervations •, I

fhall here infert a defcription of the built, rigging,

and woricing of thefe veflels, which I am the better

enabled to perform, as one of them fell into our

hands on our firfl: arrival at Tinian, and Mr. Brett

took it to pieces, that he might delineate its fabric

and dimenfions .with greater accuracy.

The name of flying proa, appropriated to thefe

veflels, is owing to the fwiftnefs with which they fail.

Of this the Spaniards aficrt fuch ftorics, as muft ap-
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pear altogether incredible to one vrhf> has never fecq

thcfc veffels move j noy are tjicy the only people who
recount theie extraordinarv tales of their celerity.,

iFor thofe who fhalj have th.e curiofity to enquire ac

jPortfmouth dock^ .?bout ail experiment trica there

fome years fince, yirith | very imperfeft ope built ac

that place, will meet with accounts not lefs wonder-
ful than any the Spaniards have related, tfowever^

from fome rude eftima^ons made by us, of the vcr

locity with which they crofled the horizon at ^
didance, while we lay at Tinian-, with a brifk trade-

wind they will run near twenty miles an hour.

The conftrudion of this proa is a dired contrar

di(5lion to the pradlice of all the reft of mankind.
For ao it is cuftomary to make the head of the veflel

different from the ftern, but the two fides alike ; the

proa, on the contrary, has her head and ftern exadly
?ilike, but her two fides very different : the fide, in-

tended to be always on the lee-fide, being flat •, whilft

the windward is built rounding, in the manner of

other veffels : and, to prevent her overfetting, which
froni her fmall breadth, and the ftraight run of her

leeward fide, would, without this precaution, infalli-

bly happen, there is a frame laid out from her to

windward, to the end of which is faftened a log,

faftiioned into- the ftiape of a fmall boat, and made
hollow : the weight of the frame is intended to ba-

lance the proa, and the fmall boat is by its buoyancy
(as it is always in the water) to prevent her overfetting

to windward ; and this frame is ufually called an out-

rigger. The body of the proa (at leaft of that we
took) is formed of two pieces joined end-ways, and
fewed together with bark, for there is no iron ufed

in her conftruflion : ftie is about two inches thick at

the bottom, which at the gunwale is reduced to lefs

than one. On the middle outrigger the maft is fixed

;

and is fupported by a Ihroud, and by two ftays.

The fail is of matting, and the maft, yard, boom

,

pd outriggers, are all made of bamboo : the heel of

the
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the yard is always lodged in a (bcket, according to
the tack the proa goes on-, and when (he alters her

tack, they bear away a little to bring her ftern up to

the wind, then by eating the halyard, and raifing the

yard, carrying the heel of it along the lee-fide of the

proa, they fix it in the oppofite focket -, whilft the

boom at the fame time, is mifted into a contrary fitu-

ition to what it had before, and that which was the

ftern of the proa, now becomes fhe head, and (he

is trimmed on the other tack. When it is nece(rary

to reef or furl the fail, this is done by rolling it

round the boom. The proa generally carries fix or

(even Indians , two of which are placed in the head

and ftern, who fteer the vcfkl alternately with a paddle

according to the tack (he goes on-, he in the ftern be-

ing the fteerfman ; the other Indians are employed
cither in bailing out the water which (he accidentally

(hips, or in (etting and trimming the fail. From the

defcription of thefe ve(rels it is fufficiently obvious,

how dextroufly they are fitted for ranging this col-

ledion of iflands called the Ladrones : fince as thefe

iflands bear nearly north and fouth of each other,

and are all within the limits of the trade-wind •, the

proas, by failing moft excellently on a wind, and

with either end foremoft, can run from one of thefe

iflands to the other and back again, only by (hift-

ing the fail, without ever putting about i and, by
the flatnefs of their lee fide, and their fmall breadth,

they are capable of lying much nearer the wind than

any o; ler vefliel hitherto known, and thereby have

tin advantage, which no veflfels that go large can ever

'pretend to •, that of running with a velocity nearly

as great, and perhaps fometimes greater than what
the wind blows with. This, however paradoxical it

may appear, is evident enough in fimilar inftances

on (hore: fince it is well known, that the fails of a

wind-mill often move falier than the wind j and one

great fuperiority of common wind-mills over all

others, that e\^r were, or ever will be contrived to

move
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niovewith an horizontal motion, is analogous to the

cafe we have mentioned of a veflel upon a wind and

before the wind : for the fails of an horizontal wind-

mill, the fafter they move, the more they detradt

from the impulfe of the wind upon them ; whereas

the common wind-mills, by moving perpendicular

to the torrent of air, are nearly as forcibly adted

on by the wind, when they are in motion, as when
they are at reft.

Some obfcure refemblance to thcfe veflcls are to be

met with in various parts of the Eaft Indies, but none

of them to be compared with thofe of the Ladrones,

cither for conftrudbion or celerity. im

On the 2 ift of October, in the evening, we took

our leave of the ifland of Tinian, fteering the proper

courfe for Macao in China. The eaftern monfoon
was now, we reckoned, fairly fettled ; and we had a

conftant gale blowing right a-ftern : fo that we ge-

nerally ran from forty to fifty leagues a day. But
we had a large hollow fea purfuing us, which oc-

cafipned the fhip to labour much ; whence our leak

was augmented, and we received great damage in

our rigging, which by this time was grown very

rotten : however, our people were now happily in

full health -, fo that all went through their atten-

dance on every duty of the fhip, with eaie and chear-

fulncfs. . ,

Before we left Tinian we fwept for our beft and
fmall bower, and employed the Indians to dive in

fearch of them ', but all to no purpofe : hence except

our prize-anchors, which were too light to be de-

pended on, we had only our fheet-anchor left. How-
ever, two of our largeft prize-anchors being fixed

into one ftock, placing between their Ihanks two four

pounders, ferved as a beft bower: and a third prize-

anchor being in like manner joined to our ftream«

anchor, with guns between them, made us a fmall

bower: fo that, befide our fheet-anchor, we had

4

I

'

*-
again



47* / ANSON'S VOYAGE ^

again two others at our bOws, one of which weighecf
3900, and the other 2900 pounds.

. The 3d of November, about three \h tlie after-
ftOOii, Wv; faw an ifland, which at firft w* imagined
10 be Botd Tobago Xima: but on our nearer
af>pft)a€h we found it to be much fmaller than that
h ufually reprefentcd; and about an hour after we faw
another ifland, five or fix miles farther to the well-
ward. The next morning, by eleven, we got a
fight of the fouthwn part of the ifland of Formofa.
This fatisfied us that the fecond ifliahd we faw was
Botel Tobago Xima, and tht firft a fmall iflct or
rock, lying five or fijt miles due caft of it, not
fiientioned in any of our books or charts.

When we had made the ifland of Formofa, we
iteercd weft by fouth, in order to double its extre-

mity, and kept a good k)ok-out for the rocks of
Veie Rete, which we did not di(cover till two in the

afternoon. To give thcfe rocks a good birth, we
immediately haled up fouth by weft, and fo left them
between us and the land. Indeed we had reafon to

be careful of them •, for though they appeared as

high out of the water as a fliip's hull, yet they arc

environed with breakers on all fides, and there is a

fliaal ftretching from them at leaft a mile and a half

fo the fouthward, whence they nmy be truly called

dangerous. The fouth end of Formofa, off which
they lie, is in the latitude of 2 1 °

: 50' north, and,

accardihg tO our moft approved reckonings, in 23*
50' weft longitude from Tinian. From Formofa we
fteered weft north weft, and fometimes ftill more
nonherly, propofiing to fall in with the coaft ofChina,

to the eaftward of Pedro Blanco; as the rock fo call-

ed is ufually efteemed an excellent dircftion for fliip*

bound to Macao : but it was the 5th of November,
at nine in the morning, before we ftruck ground, and

then we had forty-two fathom and a bottom of gray

fand mixed with fliells. About midnight we got

figh^
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fight of the main land of China, bearing north by
weft four leagues diftant. We then brought the fhip

to, with her head to the fea, propofing to wait for

the morning ; and before funrifc we were furprilcd

to find ourfelves in the midft of an incredible num-
ber of filhing-boats, which feemed to cover the fur-

face of the fea as far as the eye could reach, moft

of them manned with five hands, and none of thofe

we faw with lefs than three. Nor was this fwarm
of fifhing veflcls peculiar to that fpotj for as we ran

on to the weftward, we found them as abundant on

every part of the coaft. We at firft doubted not

but we ftiould procure a pilot from them to carry

us to Macao*, but though many of them came clofc

to the fhip, and we endeavoured to tempt them by
Ihewing them a number of dollars, a moft alluring

bait for Chinefe of all ranks and profefHons, yet we
could not entice them on board us, nor procure any

directions from them ; though, I prefume, the only

difficulty was their not comprehending what we
wanted. But what furprifed us moft was the inat-

tention and want of curiofity, which we cbferved in

this herd of fifhermen. A fliip like ours had doubt-

lefs never been in- thofe feas before •, and perhaps

there might not be one, amongft all the Chinele,

employed in that filhery, who had ever i'cen any Eu-
ropean veflel; fo that we might reafonably have

expelled to have been confidered by them as a very

uncommon and extraordinary objed. But^ though

many of their boats came clofe to us, yet they did

not 'appear to be at all interefted about us, nor did

they deviate in the leaft from their courfe to regard

us. Which infenfibility, efpecially of maritime per-

fons, in a matter relating to their own profefiion,

is fcarcely to be credited, did not the general beha-

viour of the Chinefe, in other inftances, furnifti us

with continual proofs of a fimilar turn of mind. ..

;

Not being able to procure any information from,

;h€ Chinefe filhtrmen about our proper courfe to

., -» Macao,

I' 1
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Macao, it was neceflfary for us to rely entirely on our
ownjudgment. And for the alTiftance of future navi-
gators, it may be obfcrvcd, that befide the latitude of
i'edro Blanco, which is 22* 18', and the depth ofwa-
ter, which to the weftward of that rock is almoft every
where twenty fathoms, there is another circumftance
^hich will be greatly afTiftant in judging of the po-
fition of the fhip : this is the kind of ground •, tor,

till we came within thirty miles of Pedro Blanco, we
had conftantly a fandy bottom j but there the bottom
changed to loft and muddy, and continued fo quite

to the idand of Macao ; only while we were in light

of Pedro Blanco, and very near it, we had for a
Ihort fpace a bottom of greenifh mud, intermixed

with fand.

Pedw) Blanco is a rock of a fmall circumference,

but of a moderate height, refembling a fugar-loaf,

both in lliape and colour, and is about feven or eight

miles diftant from the fhorer. We pafTed within a
mile and a half of it, and left it between us and the

land, ftill keeping on to the weftward -, and the next

day, being the 7th, we were a-breaft of a chain of
iflands, which ftretched from eaft to weft. Thefe,

as we afterwards found, were called the iflands of

Lema -, they are rocky and barren, and are, in all,

fmall and great, fifteen or fixteen ; but there are, be-

fide, many more between them and the main land

of China. Being ftill furrounded by filhing boats,

we once more lent the cutter on board fome of them,

to endeavour to procure a pilot, but we could not

prevail ; however, one of the Chinefe directed us by
ugns to fail round the wcftermoft of the iflands or

rocks of Lema, and then to hale up. We followed

this direction, and in the evening came to an anchor

in eighteen fathom. :

Alter having continued at anchor all night, we,

on the 9th, at four in the morning, fent our cutter

to found the channel, but before the return of the

cutter, a Chinefe pilot put on board the Centurion,

and
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ttnd told us in broken Portugucfe, he would carry

the (hip to Macao for thirty dollars : thefe were im-

.

mediately paid him, and we then weighed and made
fail. Soon after, feveral other pilots came on board,

wlio, to recommend themfelves, produced certificates

from the captains of many European (hips they had
piloted in, but we ftill continued under the manage-
ment of the Chinefe whom we at firit engaged. By
this time we learnt, that we were not far diftant from
Macao, and that there were* in the river of Canton,

at the mouth of which Macao lies, eleven European
fliips, of which four were Englifh. Our pilot car-

ried us between the iflands of Bamboo and Cabouce;
but the winds hanging in the northern board, and
the tides often fetting Itrongly againft us, we were
obliged to come frequently to an anchor ; fo that we
did not get through betv/een the two iflands till the

1 2th of November, at two in the morning. On the

1 3th, at ten o'clock, we happily anchored in Macao
road, in five fathom water, the city of Ma^ao bear-

ing weft by north, three leagues diftant; the peak
of Lantoon eaft by north, and the grand Ladrone
fouth by eaft, each of them about five leagues dif-

tant. Thus, after a fatiguing cruife of above two
years continuance, we once more arrived at an ami-

cable port, and a civilized country-, where the con-

eniencies of life were in great plenty; where the

naval ftores, which we now extremely wanted, could

be in fome degree procured ; where we expefled the

inexpreflible fatisfad:ion of receiving letters from our

relations and friends; and where our countrymen,

who were lately arrived from England, would be

capable of anfwering the numerous enquiries we
' were prepared to make, after the long fufpenfion of
• our correfpondence with our country.

The city of Macao, in the road of which we cam«
to an anchor on the i2tK of November, is a Portu-

gucfe fettlement, fituated in an ifland at the entrance

of the river of Canton. It was formerly very rich

Vol.. III. li , and
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and populous, and capable of defending itfelf againft

the power of the adjacent Chinefe governors : but at

prelent, though it is inhabited by Portuguefe, and

hath a governor nominated by the king of Portugal,

yet it fubfifts merely by the fufFrance of the Chinefe,

who can ftarve the place, and difpoflefs the Portu-

gviefe whenever they pleafe. The river of Canton,

off the mouth of which this city lies, is the only

Chinefe port frequented by European fhips; and is,

on many accounts, a more commodious harbour

than Macao : but the peculiar cuftoms of the Chi-

nefe, folely adapted to the entertainment of trading

ihips, and the apprehenfions of the commodore, left

he fhould embroil the Eaft India company with the

regency cf Canton, if he fhould infift on being

treated upon a different footing than the merchant-

men, made him refblve rather to go to Macao, than

to venture into the river of Canton. Indeed, had

not this reafon prevailed with him, he huiifelf had
nothing to fear. For it is certain that he might have

entered the port of Canton, and might have continu-

ed there as long as he pleafed, and afterward have left

it again, although the whole power of the Chinefe

empire had been brought together to oppofe him.

The commodore, not to depart from his ufual

prudence, no fooner came to an anchor in Macao
road, than he difpatched an officer with his com^
pliments to the Portuguefe governor of Macao, re-

quefting his excellency, by the fame officer, to ad-

vile him in what manner it would be proper to aft,

to avoid offending the Chinefe ; which, as there

were then four of our fhips in their power at Canton,

was a matter worthy of attention. The difficulty,

which the commodore principally apprehended, re-

lated to the duty ufualiy paid by fhips in the river

of Canton, according to their tonnage. For, as men
of war are exempted in every foreign harbour from
all manner of port charges, the commodore thought

it would be derogatory to the honour of his coun-

.. -
. try i;:r.-
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try to fubmit to this duty in China : and therefore

he defired the advice of the governor of Macao, who,
being an European, could not be ignorant of the

privileges claimed by a Britifli man of war. Our
boat returned in the evening with two officers fent by
the governor, who informed the commodore, that

it was the governor's opinion, that if the Centurion

ventured into the river of Canton, the duty would
certainly be expeded •, and therefore, if the commo-
dore approved of it, he would fend him a pilot, who
Ihould conduct us into another fafe harbour called

the Typa, and where, in all probability, the above-

mentioned duty would never be demanded.

This propofal the commodore agreed to, and in

the morning weighed anchor, under the diredion of
the Portuguefe pilot, and (leered for the intended

harbour; where we moored in about five fathom wa-

ter. This harbour of the Typa is formed by a num-
ber of iflands, and is about fix miles diftant from
Macao. Here we faluted the caftle of Macao with

eleven guns, which wasreturned by an equal number.
The next day the commodore paid a vifit in perfon

to the governor, and was faluted at his landmg by
eleven guns, which were returned by the Centurion.

Mr. Anfon*s bufinefs in this vifit was to folicit the

governor to grant us a fupply both of provifions and
of fuch naval ftores as were neceffary to refit the

fhip. The governor feemed really inclined to do ys

all the fervice he could; but he, at the fame time,

frankly owned, that he dared not openly to furnilh

us with any thing we demanded, unlefs we firft pro-

duced an order for it from the viceroy of Canton :

fmce he himfelf neither received provifions for bis

garrifon, nor any other neceflfaries, but by permifTion

from the Chinefe government j and they took care

only to vidual him from day to day.

On this declaration of the governor, Mr. Anfon
refolved himfelf to go to Canton, to procure a li-

cence from the viceroy •, and he accordingly hired a

1 i 2 Chiuefe?i
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Chincfe boat for himfelf and his attendants •, but

juft as he was ready to embark, the Hoppo, or

Chinefc cuftom-houfe officer of Macao, refufed to

grant a permit to the boat, and ordered the water-

men not to proceed at their peril. The commodore
at firft endeavoured to prevail with the Hoppo to

withdraw his injunction, and to grant a permit •, and

the governor of Macao employed his intereft to the

fame purpofe. But the officer continuing inflexible,

Mr. Anfon told him, the next day, that if the per-

mit was any longer refufed, he would man and arm

the Centurion's boats -, afking him, at the fame time,

who he imagined would dare to oppofe them in their

pafTage. This threat immediately brought about what

his entreaties had endeavoured at in vain : the permit

was granted, and Mr. Anfon went to Canton. On
his arrival there, he confulted with the fuper-cargoes

and officers of the Englifh fliips, how to procure an

order from the viceroy for the neceflaries he wanted

:

but in this he had reafon to fuppdfe, that the advice

they gave him, though well intended, was yet not the

moll prudent: for as it is the cuftorn with thefe gentle-

men, never to apply to the fuprerne magiftrate him-

felf, but to tranfad all matters relating to the govern-

ment, by the mediation of the Chinefe merchants;

Mr. Anfon was perfuaded to follow the fame method
upon this occafion. Indeed, when the Chinefe mer-

chants were fpoke to, they readily undertook the

management of this bufinefs, and promifed to an-

fwcr tor its fuccefs ; but after near a month's delay,

during which interval they pretended to be often

upon the point of completing it, they at laft, when
they were prefTed, and meafures were taken for deli-

vering a letter to the viceroy, threw oflf the mafk,

and declared they neither had made application to the

viceroy, nor could they •, as he was too great a man,
for them to approach on any occafion : and not con-

tented with having themfelves thus grofsly deceived

the commodore, they now uled all their perfuafion

' $ " '
' with
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with the Englilh at Canton, to prevent them from in-

termeddling with any thing that regarded him ; re-

prefenting to them, that it would in all probability

embroil them with the government, and occafion them
a great deal of trouble.

Mr. Anfon then told them, that he would proceed
to Batavia, and refit his (hip there; but informed
them, at the fame time, that this was impoflible to

be done, unlefs he was fupplied with a ftock of pro-

vifions fufficient for his palTage. The merchants, on
this, undertook to procure him provifions, though
they aflured him, that it was what they durft not en-

gage in openly, but propofed to manage it by putting

a quantity of bread, flour, and other provifion, on
board theEnglifh fhips, which were now ready to fail;

and thefe were to (top at the mouth of the Typa, where
the Centurion's boats were to receive them. This
article, which the merchants reprefented as a matter

of great favour, being fettled, the commodore, on
the 1 6th of December, came back from Canton to

the fliip.

But Mr. Anfon (who never intended going to Ba-

tavia) found, on his return to the Centurion, that

her main-maft was fprung in two places, and that the

leak was confiderably increafed-, fo that, upon the

whole, he was fully fatisfied, that though he Ihould

lay in a fufficient ftock of provifions, yet it would be
impoffible for him to put to fea without refitting

:

and therefore, notwithftanding the difficulties he had
met with, he refolved at all events to have her hove
down, before he departed from Macao. He was
fully convinced, by what he had obferved at Canton,

that his great caution not to injure the Eaft India

company's affairs had occafioned all his perplexity.

For he now faw clearly, that if he had at firft carried

his (hip into the river of Canton, and addreflfed him-

felf to the Mandarines, who are the chief officers of

(late*, he would, in all probability, have had all his

requefts granted. He had already loft a month by

the wrong meafures he had purfued, but he refolved

lis «• *
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to lofc as little more time as poflible ; therefore, the

1 7th of December, being the next day after his re-

turn from Canton, he wrote a letter to the viceroy of
that plnce, acquainting him that he was commander
in chief of a fquadron of his Britannic majefty's fhips

of war which had been cruifing for two years paft

in the South Seas againft the Spaniards, who were

at enmity with the king his mailer ; that on his way
back to England he had put into the port of Macao,
having a conliderable leak in his ftiip, and being

in great want of provifions, fo that it was impoflible

for him to proceed on his voyage till his fhip was
repaired, and he was lupplied with the necefTaries he

wanted: that he had been at Canton, in hopes of

being admitted to a perfonal audience cf his excel

lency, but being a ftranger to the cuftoms of the

country, he had not been able to inform himfelf

what fteps were neceflary to be taken to procure fuch

an audience: that therefore he was obliged to apply

in this manner, to defire his excellency to give orders

for his being p rmitted to employ carpenters and
proper workmen to refit his (hip, and to furnilh him-

felf with piovifions and floras, that he might be
enabled to purfue his voyage to Great Britain. Hop-
ing, at the fame time, that thefe orders would be
ifli-ied with as little delay as poflible, left it might oc-

cafion his lofs of the feafon, and he might be pre-

vented from departing till the next winter.
'''"'"'

. This letter was tranflated into the Chinefe lan-

guage, and the commodore delivered it himfelf to the

Hoppo, or chief otiicer of the emperor's cuftoms at

Macao, defiring him to forward it to the viceroy of
Canton, with as much expedition as he could. The
officer at firft feemed unwilling to take charge of it,

and raifed many difficukies about it ; therefore the

commodore, not without ioaiC refentment, took back
his letter, and told him, he would immediately fend

it to Canton in his own boat, and would give his of-

ficer poficive orders not to return without an anfwer

2 from
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from the viceroy. The Hoppo perceiving the com-
modore to be in earned, and fearing to be called to

an account for his refufal, begged to be entriifted

with the letter, and promifed to deliver ir, and to

procure an anfwer as foon as poiTible.

A nd now it was prefently feen how juftly Mr. An-
fon had at laft judged of the proper manner of deal-

ing with the Chinefe -, for this letter was written but

the 17th of December, as hath been already obferv-

ed; and on the 19th in the morning, a Manda-
rine of the firfl: rank, who was governor of the city

of Janfon, together with two Mandarines of an in-

ferior clafs, and a confiderable retinue of officers and
fervants, having with them eighteen half gallies

furnilhed with mufic, and decorated with a great

number of dreamers, and full of men, came to

grapnel a-head of the Centurion ; whence the Man-
darine fent a meffage to the commodore, telling him
that he was ordered by the viceroy of Canton, to

examine the condition of the ftiip. The Centurion's

boat was immediately difpatched, and preparations

were made for receiving him ; in particular a hun-

dred of the mod fightly of the crew were uniformly

dreffed in the regimentals of the marines, and' were

drawn up under arms on the main-deck, againd his

arrival. When he entered the ftiip he was faluted by
the military mufic there was on board , and palling

the new formed guard, he was met by the com-
modore on the quarter-deck, who conduced him
to the great cabbin. Here the Mandarine explained

his commiffion, declaring, that he was directed to

examine all the articles mentioned in the commo-
dore's letter to the viceroy ; that he had every head

of enquiry feparately wrote down on a dieet of paper,

with a void fpace oppofite to it, where he was to in-

fert fuch information as he could procure by his own
obfervation.

This Mandarine appeared to be a perfon of confi-

derable parts, and endowed with more franknefs and

I i 4 honedy
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honefty than is to be found in the generality of the

Chinefe. After the neceflary infpcdions had been

made, particularly about the leak, which the Chindc
carpenters reported to be to the full as dangerous as

it had been defcribed j the Mandarine expreffed him-

fclf fatisfied with the account given in the commo-
dore's letter. And this magiftrate, as he was more
intelligent than any other perfon of his nation that

came to our knowlege, fo likewife was he more
curious and inquifitivej viewing each part of the (hip

with extraordinary attention, and appearing greatly

furprifcd at the largenefs of the lower deck guns, and

at the weight and fize of the fhot. The commo-
dore, obferving his aftonifhment, thought this a pro-

per opportunity to convince the Chinefe of the pru-

dence of granting him all his demands in the mod
fpeedy and ample manner. He therefore told the

Mandarine, and thole who were with him, that, be-

fide the requeft he made for a general licence, to

furnifh himfelfwith whatever his prefent fituation re-

quired; he had a particular complaint to prefer againft

the proceedings of the cuftom-houfe of Macao. That
at his firft arrival the Chinefe boats had brought on
board him plenty of frefh provifions for daily ufc

;

that though they had always been paid to their full

fatisfa6lion, yet the cuftom-houfe officers at Macao
had Toon forbid them •, that as they, the Mandarines,

had informed themfelves of his wants, and were eye-

•witnefTes of the force and ftrength of his ihip, they

might be fatisfied it was not becaufe he had no

power to fupply himfelf, that he defired the permif-

fion of the government to purchafe what provifions

he ftood in need of-, fince he prefumed they were

convinced that the Centurion alone was capable of

deftroying the whole navigation of the port of Can-

ion, or of any other port in China: that it was

true, this wns not the manner of proceeding between

nations in friendfliip with each other; but it was

Jikcwif? true, ^hat it was not cuftomary for any i-jrioa

to
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to permit the fhips of their friends to ftarve and fink

in their ports •, when thofe friends had money to pur-

chafe neceflaries, and only defired liberty to lay it out

:

that they mud confefs, he and his people had hitherto

behaved with great modefty and referve j but that

neceffity was fuperior to every other law •, and there-

fore it could not be expefted that his crew would
long continue to ftarve in the midft of that plenty to

which their eyes were every day witnefles. The firft

Mandarine acquiefced in the juftnefs of this reafon-

ing, and told the commodore, that he fhould that

night proceed for Canton -, that on his arrival a coun-

cil of Mandarines would be fummoned, of which he
was a member, and that, by being employed in the

prefent commifTion, he was of courle the commodore's
advocate. That with regard to the commodore's
complaint of the curtom-houfe of Macao, this he
would undertake to redify immediately by his own
authority. Then defiring a lift to be given hini

of the quantity of provifion neceflary for the- ex-

pence of the (hip during one day, he wrote a permit

under it, and delivered it to one of his attendants,

directing him to fee that quantity fent on board early

every morning; which order, from that time for-

ward, was punftually complied with.

When this weighty affair was thus in fome degree

regulated, the commodore invited him, and his two
attendant Mandarines, to dinner, telling them at the

fame time, that if his provifion, either in kind or

quantity, was not what they might exped, they muft
thank themfelves for having confined him to fo hard
an allowance. One of his difhes was beef, which
tHie Chinele all diflike, though Mr. Anfon was not
apprized of it : this feems to be derived from the

Indian fuperftition, which for fome ages paft has

made a great progrefs in China. However, his guefts

did not entirely faft ; for the three Mandarines com-
pletely finilhed the white part of four large fowls.

They were indeed extremely embarrafl^ed with the

koives
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knives and forks, and were quite incapable of makiiijy

ufc of them. But whatever difficulty they miglit

have in complying with the European manner of eat-

ing, they feemed not to be novices at drinking. In

this part of the entertainment the commodore excuf-
cd himlclf, under the pretence of illnefs ; but there

being another gentleman prefent, of a florid and jo-

vial complexion, the chief Mandarine clapped him
on the fhouldcr, and told him by the interpreter, that

certainly he could not plead ficknefs, and therefore

infifted on his bearing him company : and that gen-

tleman perceiving, that after they had difpatched four

or five bortles of Frontiniac, the Mandarine dill con-

tinued unruffled, he ordered a bottle of citron water

to be brought up, which the Chinefe feemed much to

relifli ; and this being near finiflied, they arofe from
table, in appearance cool and uninfluenced by what
they had drank.

After their dvpnrture, the commodore with great

impatience expedcd the refolution of council, and
the proper licences to enable him to refit the fliip

:

for he could neither purchafe ft:ores nor neceflaries,

nor did any kind of workmen dare to engage them-

felves in his lervice, until the permiflion of the go-

vernmc^r was firft obtained. And in the execution

of thefe particular injunftions, the magiftrates never

failed of excrciling great feverity.

A fliort time before this, captain Saunders took his

paflage to England on board a Swedilh fliip, and

was charged with difpatciics from the commodore -,

and in the month of December, captain Mitchel,

colonel Cracherode, and Mr. Tafwel, one of the

agent victuallers, with his nephew Mr. Charles Har-

riot, embarked on board fome of our company's

fhips i and I, having obtained the commodore's leave

to return home, embarked with them. I muft ob-

fcrve too, that whilft: we lay at Macao, we were

informed by the oflicers of our Indiamen, that the

Severn and Pearl, the two fliips of our fquadron

which
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tvhich had fcparated from us off Cape Noir, were hfc^

ly arrived at Rio Janeiro on the coaft of Brafil : it

was with great joy we received the news ot their fafe-

ty, after the ftrong perfuafion, which had fo long

prevailed amongft us, of their having both pcrifhed.

Notwithllanding the favourable dirpofition oi the

Mandarine governor of Janfon, at his leaving Mr.
Anfon, feveral days clapfed b».fore there was any ad-

vice from him ; and Mr. Anfon was privately inform-

ed there were great debates in council upon his aliair •,

partly perhaps owing to its being fo unulual a cafe,

and in part to the intrigues of the French at Canton.

Indeed this oppofition of the French was not merely

the effect of national prejudice, or a contrariety of

political interefts •, but was in a good meafure owing
to vanity. For, the French pretending their India-

men to be men of war, their officers were apprchen-

fivc, that any diftindtion granted to Mr. Anion, on
account of his bearing the king's commiffion, would
render them lefs confiderable in the eyes of the Chi-

nefe, and would ellablilh a prcpoflTefllon at Canton in

favour of ftiips of war, by which they, as trading

veflels, would fuffer in their importance And it

would have been well if the fear of finking in the

cftimation of the Chinefe, if the Centurion was treat-

ed in a manner different from themfelves, had been

confined to the officers of the French fhips only.

However, notv ithftandingall thefe obllacles, it fhould

feem, that the reprefentation of the commodore to the

Mandarines, of the facility with which lie could

right himfelf, if juflice were denied him, had at lail

its effed : fince on the 6th of January, in the morn-
ing, the governor of Janibn, the commodore's advo-

vate,fent down the viceroy of Canton*s warrant for the

refitment of the Centurion, and tor fupplying her

people with all they wanted. Having now the necef-

fary licences, a number of Chinefe fniiths and carpen-

ters went on board the next day to treat about the

work

I
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work they were to do •, all which they propofed to
undertake by the great.

The commodore next exerted himfelf to get the

mod important bufinefs of the whole compleaced j the

heaving down the Centurion, and examining the flate

of her bottom. The firft lieutenant therefore was
difpatched to Canton, to hire two junks, one of them
being intended to heave down by, and the other to

ferve as a magazine for the powder and ammunition

:

whilft at the lame time, on one of the neighbouring

iflands, a large tent was pitched for lodging the lum-
ber and provifions, and near a hundred Chinefe caulk-

ers fet to work on the decks and fides of the fhip.

But all thefe preparations took up a great deal of
time; for the Chinefe caulkers, though they worked
very well, were far from being expeditious. Befide,

the neceflary materials, which were to be purchafed

at Canton, came down very flowly •, pardy from the

diftance of the place, and partly from the delays and
backwardnefs of the Chinefe merchants. And in

this interval Mr. Anfon had the additional perplexity

to difcover, that his fore-maft was broken afunder

above the upper-deck partners, and was only kept
together by the fifties which had been formerly clapt

upon it. ,.i.;ri;

However, the Centurion's people made the moft of

their time, and exerted themfelves thj beft they

could ; and as, by clearing the fliip, the carpenters

were enabled to come at the leak, they took care to

fecure that cfFedually, whilft the other preparations

were going forward. On the 22d ofFebruary, in the

morning, they hove out the firft courfe of the Centu-

rion's ftar-boird fide, and continued heaving down,
and often righting the ftiip from a fufpicion of their ca-

reening tackle, till the 3d of March, when, having

compleated the paying and ftieathing the bottom,

which proved to be every where found, they, for the

laft time, righted the ftiip, to their great joy i- fince

. . ,. • V not
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in

not only the fatigue of careening had been i "idcr-

able, but they had been apprehenfive of being . .act-

ed by the Spaniards, whilft the fhip was thus inca-

pacitated for defence. Nor were their fears altogether

groundlefs •, for they learnt afterward, by a Portugucfe

veflel, that the Spaniards at Manila had been informed

that the Centurion was in the Typa, and intended

to careen there; and that thereupon the governor

had fummoned his council, and had propofed to en-

deavour to burn her, whilft fhe was careening -, an
enterprife, which, if properly conducted, might have
put them in great danger. It was further reported,

that a captain of a veflel had actually undertaken to

perform the bufinefs for forty thoufand dollars, which
he was not to receive, unlefs he fucceeded : but the

governor pretending that there was no treafure in the

royal cheft> and infifting that the merchants fhould

advance the money, and they refufing to comply with

the demand, the affair was dropped.

It was the beginning of April when they had new
rigged the Ihip, flowed their provifions and water on
board, and had fitted her for the fea •, and before this

time the Chinefe grew very uneafy, and extremely

defirous that Ihe lliould be gone; a point the com-
modore was as eagerly fet on as they could be. At
length, about the third of April, two Mandarine
boats came on board from Macao, to prefs him to

leave their port •, and this having been often urged
before, Mr. Anion, at this laft meflage, anfwered
them in a determined tone, defiring them to give him
no further trouble, for he would go when he thought
proper, and not fooncr. After this rebuke the Chi-
nefe (though it was not in their power to compel him
to depart) immediately prohibited all provifions from
being carried on board him, and took fuch care their

injunctions fliould be complied with, that from
thence forward nothing could be purchafed at any
rate whatever. .,. ..._^' ..

Tbs
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The 6th of April, the Centurion weighed from

the Typa, and warped to the fouthward ; and, by
the 1 5th, fhe was got into Macao road, completing

her water as (he pafled along : and her whole bufi-

refs being finiflied by the 19th, Ihe, at three in the

afternoon of that day, weighed and ftood to fea.

The commodore was now got to fea, with his (hip

well reBtted, his (lores repleniihed, and an additional

(lock of provifions on board : his crew too was fome-

what reinforced; for he had entered twenty-three

men during his (lay at Macao, the greated part of
them Lafcars or Indian failors, an(f the reft Dutch.

He gave out at Macao, that he was bound to Bata-

via, and thence to England. But his real de(ign was
of a very different nature. He fuppofed, that inftead

of one annual (hip from Acapulco to Manila, there

would be this year, in all probability, two ; (ince,

by being before Acapulco, he had prevented one of

them from putting to fea the preceding feafon. He
therefore, not difcouraged by his former difafters, re-

folved again to rifque the cafualties of the Pacific

ocean, and to cruile for thefe returning veflels off

Cape Efpiritu Santo^ on the ifland of Samal, which

is the firll land they always make at the Philippine

iflands : and as June is generally the month in which

they arrive there, he doubted not but he (hould

get to his intended (lation time enough to intercept

them. Indeed, at Macao ic was incumbent on him
to keep thefe views fecret ; for there being a great in-

tercourfe and connexion of interefts between that port

and Manilla, he had reafon to fear, that, if his de-

figns were difcovered, intelligence would be imme-
diately fent to Manilla, and meafures would be taken

to prevent the galeons from falling into his hands.

But being now at fea, and entirely clear of the coaft,

he fummoned all his people on the quarter-deck,

and informei them of his refolution to cruife for the

two Manila Ihips, of whofe wealth they were not ig-

norant

:
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norant : he told them he fliould choofc a ftation,

where he could not fail of meeting with them ; and

though they were ftout fhips, and full manned, yet,

if his own people behaved with their accuftomed

fpirit, he was certain he fhould prove too hard for

tnem both, and that one of them at lead could not

fail of becoming his prize.

The fpeech of the commodore was received by his

people with great joy. Since no fooner he had end-

ed, than thcv exprefled their approbation, according

to naval cullom, by three ftrenuous cheers : and de-

clared their determination tofucceed, or perilh, when-

ever the opportunity prefented itfelf. And this confi-

dence was fo univerfally fpread through the whole

fhip's company, that the commodore, who had taken

•fome Chinefe Iheep to Tea with him for his own provi-

fion, enquiring one day of his butcher, why he had

lately feen no mutton at his table, and afking him if

all the fheep were killed •, the fellow ferioufly replied,

that there were indeed two fheep left, but tliat if his

honour would give him leave, he propofed to keep
thofe for the entertainment of the general of the ga-

leons.

When the Centurion left the port of Macao, flie

flood for fome days to the weftward -, and, on the

firft of May, they faw part of the iQand of Formofa

;

and, fleering thence to the fouthward, they, on the

4th of May, were in the latitude of the Bafhee iflands,

as laid down by Dampier. After getting fight of
thefe iQands, they flood between the fouth and fouth

weft for Cape Efpiritu Santo ; and, the 20th of May
at noon, they firft difcovered that cape, which about

four o'clock they brought to bear fouth fouth wefl,

near eleven leagues did ant. It appeared to be of a

moderate height, with feveral round hummocks on it.

As from this time there was but fmall employment for

the crew ; the commodore ordered them almoft every

clay to be exerciled in the working of the great guns,

and in the ufc of their fm^ill arms. Indeed this had
been I

I

I
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been his pradice, more or Icfs, at every convenient

feafon during the whole courfe of his voyage ; and
the advantages which he received from it, in his en-

gagement with the galeon, were an ample recom-
penfe for all his care and attention. They were alfo

conftantly trained to fire at a mark, which was ufual-

]y hung at the yard-arm, and where feme little re-

ward was given to the moft expert •, and the whole
crew, by this management, were rendered extremely

ikilful.

It was the laft of May, N. S. when the Centurion

arrived off Cape Efpiritu Santo-, and confequently

the next day the month began in which the galeons

were to be expedted. The commodore therefore

made all neceflary preparations for receiving them.

All this time too he was very folicitous to keep at

fuch a diftance from the cape, as not to be difcovered.

But it hath been fince learnt, that notwithftanding his

care, he was ieen from the land*, and advice of him
was fent to Manila, where, though it was at firil dil-

believed, yet, on repeated intelligence, the merchants

were alarmed, and the governor was applied to; who
undertook (the commerce fupplying the neceffary

fums) to fit out two (hips of thirty-two guns, one of

twenty guns, and two (loops of ten guns each, to at-

tack the Centurion on her ftation. With this view

feme of thefe vefTels aflually weighed; but the prin-

cipal Ihip not being ready, and the monfoon being

againft them, the commerce and the governor difa-

greed, fo that the enterprife was laid afide.

As the month of June advanced, the expeflancy and

impatience of the commodore's people were each day

increai'ed v and it may eafily be conceived how anxi-

ourty they pafied the latter part of their cruife, when
the certainty of the arrival of thofe veffcls was dwin-

dled down to probability only, and that probability

became each hour more and more doubtful. How-
ever, on the 20th of June O. S. being juft a month
after their gaining their ftation, they were relieved

out
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dut of this ftate of uncertainty ; for, at fun-rife, they

difcovered a fail from the maft-head, in the fouth eaft

ijuarter. On this, a general joy fpread through the

whole Ihip -, for they had no doiibc but this was one
of the galeoris, and they expecfled foon to defcry the

other; The commodore inftantly ftood toward her,

and at halfan hour after feven they were near enough
to fee her from the Centurion's deck ; at which time

the galeon fired a gun, and took in her top-gallant

fails : this was fuppofed to be a fignal to her confort %

and therefore the Centurion fired a gun to leeward,

to amufe her. The commodore was furprifed to find,

that during all this interval the galeon did not change
her cdurfe. But continued to bear down upon himj
for he hardly believed, what afterward appeared to

be the cafe, that flie ktiew his (hip to be the Cen-
turion, and refolved to fight him.

About noon the commodore was little more than a

league diftant from thie galeon, and could fetch her

Wake, fo that fhe could not now efcape. Mr. Anfon,

in the mean time, had prepared all things for an en-

fagement. He picked out above thirty ofhis choiceft

ands and beft markfmen, whom he diftributed into

his tops, and who fully anfwered his expectations.

And as he had not hands enough remaining to quarter

a fufficient number to each great gun, in the cuftoma-

ry manner ; he therefore, on his lower tire fixed only

two rhen to each gun, who were to be folely employ-

ed in loading it, whilft the reft of his people, divided

into different gangs of ten or twelve men each, were

Continually moving about the decks, to run out and
fire fuch guns as were loaded. By this management
he was enabled tO make ufe of all his guns •, and in-

ftead of broad-fides, he kept up a conftant fire with-

out irttermilfioh •, whence he doubted not to procure

very fignal advantages.

Toward one o'clock, the Centurion hoifted her

broad pendant and colours, (he being then within

gun-fhot of the enemy -, and the commodore perceiv-

ing the Spaniards to have negle(flcd clearing their

Vol. III. K k Ibip
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ihip till that time, a$ he faw them throwing overboard

cattle an4 lumber, he gave orders to fire upon them
yiifh the chace-guns, to diliurb them in their work*
Soon after,. the Centurion came a-breaftof the enemy
within piftoi-ftiot, keeping to the leeward of them,

witl> a view of preventing their putting before the.

wind, and gaining the p6i:t of Jalapay, from which

they were about Icven leagues diftant. And now the

engagement began in earrieft.. On the commencement
of the aftion, the mats, \yith which the galeon ha4
ftuffed fier netting, took fire, and burnt violently,

blazing up half as high as the mizen top. This ac^

cident, fuppofed to be caufed by thp Centurion'^

wads, threw the enemy into the utipoft terror, and al-

fo alarmed the commodore, left the galeon Ihould be
burn|:, and hp himfelf too fuffeF by her driving on board

him. However, the Spaniards at laft freed themfelye^-

from the fire, by cutting away the netting, and tumb-
ling the \yhole mafs into the i'ea. All this interval the

Centurion kept firing her cannon with great regularity^

for at lead half an hour; but then the Centurion loft

the fuperiority arifrng ftom her original fituation, anct

was clofe along-fide the galeon,. and the enemy conti-

nued to fire brifkly for near an hour longer. Yet evea
in this pofture the commodore's grape- fhot fwept their

decks fo efFedually, that they began to fall into great

dilorder, elpecially as the general, who was the life ok
the adion, being wounded, was no longer capable of

exerting himfelS Therefore, after,having, as a laft

effort, fired five or fix guns with more judgment than

uliial, they yielded up the conteft ; and the gale6n*s

colours being finged ofi:' the enfign ftaff in the begin-

ning of the engagement, fhe ftruck the ftandard ac

her main-top-gallant maft-head.

Thus was the Centurion 'pofl^eflTed of this rich prize,

amounting in value to near a million and a half of
dollars. She was called the Noftra Signora de Caba-
donga, and was commanded by general Don Jero-^

nimo de Mentero, a Portugueftr, who was the mpft

sjpproyed officer for fkill and coufagp of any employ-

V f ^^
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td in that fcrvice. The galeon was much larger than

the Centurion -, had five hundred and fifty men, and
thirty- fix guns mounted for adtion, befide twenty-

eight pedreroes in her gunwale, quarters, and tops,

each of which carried a four pound ball. She was
very well furnilhed with fmall arms, and was particu-

larly provided againft boarding, both by htr clofe

quarters, and by a ftrong net-work of two inch-rope,

which was laced over her waift, and was defendeii by
half-pikes. She had fixty-leven men killed in the ac*

tion,and eighty-fourwounded, whilft the Centurion had
only two killed, and a lieutenant and fixteen wounded,
all of whom but one recovered: of fo little confe-

quence are the moft deftrudive arms in untutored

and unpra6tifed hands.

The treafurc thus taken by the Centurion hav-

ing been, for at lead eighteen months, the great

objeft of their hope, it is impoffible to defcribe the

tranfport on board, when, after all their reiterated

difappointments, they at laft faw their ivifhes accom-
plifhed. But their joy was near being fuddenly

damped by a moft tremendous incident: for no
fooner had the galeon ftruck, than one of the lieu-

tenants coming to Mr. Anion to coiigratulate him
on his prize, whifpered him at the fame time, that the

Centurion was on fire near the powder-room. The
commodore received this dreadful news without any

apparent emotion, and taking care not to alarm his

people, gave the neceffary orders for extinguifhing

the fire, which was happily done in a Ihorr time.

The commodore appointed the Manila veflel to be!

a poft fhip in his majelty*s fervice, and gave the com*
mand of her to Mr. Saumarez, his firft lieutenant; who^

before night, fent on board the Centurion all the Spa-

ll ifh prifoncrs, except fuch as were thought the mofl*
proper to be retained to aflift in navigating the galeon.

And now the commodore learnt, from ibmc of thefe

prifoners, that the other fhip, which he had kept in

the port of Acapulco the preceding year, inftead of

returning in company with the prize, as was expcdteJ ;*

K k 2 had
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had fet fail from Acapulco alone much fooner than

ufual, and had, in all probability, got into the port of

Manila long before the Centurion arrived offCape Ef-

piritu Santo.
^

The commodore, when the a6bion was ended, re-

folved to make the bed of iiis way with his prize for

the river of Canton, beihg in the mean time fully

employed in fecuring his prifoners, and in removing

the treafure, from on board the galeon into the Cen-
turion. The laft of thcfe operations was too impor-

tant to.be poftponed •, for as the navigation to Can-
ton was through feas but little known, and where,

from the feafon of th° year, very tempeftuous wea-

ther might be expedl^d, it was of great confequence

that the treafure Ihould be fent on board the Centu-

lion i which Ihip, by the prefence of the commander
in chief, the larger number of her hands, and her

other advantages, was doubtlefs better provided

againft all the cafuakies of winds and feas than the

galeon ; and the fecuring the prifoners was a matter

of ftill more confequence, as not only th^ poffeflion

of the treafure, but the lives of the capt(>rs depended

thereon^ This was indeed an article which gave the

commodore much trouble and difquietude, for they

were above double the number of his own. peopl©

;

and fome of them, when they were brought on board

the Centurion, and had obferved how flenderly fhe

was manned, and the large proportion which the

ftriplings bore to the reft, could not help expreffing

themfelves with great indignation to be thus beaten

by a handful of boys. The method which was taken

to hinder them from rifing, was by placing all, but

the bfRcers and the wounded, in the hold, where, to

give them as much air as polTible, two , hatch-ways

were left open ; but then (to avoid any danger that

might happen, whilft the Centurion's people might
.be employed upon deck) there was a fquare partition

of thick planks, made in the lliape of a funnel, which
cnclofed each hatch-way on the lower deck and reach-

ed to that diredlly over it on the upper deck ; theff

6 funnels
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itmnels lerved to commimicatc the air to the hol4

better than could have been done without them, and,

at the f^me time, added greatly to the lecurity of the

iHp*, for they being feven or eight feet high, it

would have been extremely difficult for the Spani-

ards to have clambered up ; and ftHl to augment that

difficulty, four fwivel guns, loaded with mufquet-
bullets, were planted at the mouth of each funnel,

and a fentinel with lighted match was pofted there

ready to fire into the hold among them, in cafe of
any difturbance. Their officers, who amounted to

feventeen or eighteen, were all lodged in the firft

lieutenant's cabbin, under a guard of fix rnen ; and
the general, as he was wounded, lay in the commo-
dore's cabbin with n fentinel always over him j every

prilbner too was lufficiently apprifed, that any violence

or difturbance would be punilhed with inftant death.

And, that the Centurion's people might be at all

times prepared, if, notwithftandfng thefe regulations,

any tumult fhould arife, the fmall arms were con*

llantly kept loaded, whilft all the men went armed
with cutlaffes and piftols -, and no officer pulled off

his clothes when he llept -, or, when he lay down, omxtr

ted to have his arms always ready by him.

Thele meafures were obvioufly neceffary, cpnfiderr

ing the hazards to which the commodore and his peo-

ple would have been expofed, had tihey been left

careful. Indeed, the fufferings of the poor prifoners,

though impoffible to be alleviated, were much to b^
commiferatcd ; for the weather was extremely hot,

the ftench of the hold loathfome, beyond all concep-

tion, and their allowance of w^ter but juft fufficienE

to keep them alive : it not being practicable to fpare

them more than at the rate of a pint a day for each,

the crew jhemfelves having only an allowance of a

pint and a half. All this confidered, it was wonderful

that not a man of them died during their long con*

finement, except three of the wounded, who expired

fhe fiime night they were taken ; though it muft b^

^onfcfled, that the greateft part of them were llrange-

K k 3
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ly metamorphofed by the heat of the hold ; for when
they were nrft brought on board, they were fightly

robuft fellows i but when, after above a month's im-

prifonment, they were difcharged in the river of .

CantoQ, they were reduced to mere fkeletons.

Thus employed in fecuring the treafure and the

prilbners,. the commodore, as hath been faid» ftood

for the river of Canton -,. and, on the nth of July,

having token on board two Cliinefe pilots, one tor

the Centurion, and the other for the prize, they came
toao anchor off the city of Macao. ,. ,,, ,.

Thia being the commodore's laft prize, it appears*

that all the treafure taken by the Centurion was not

much, ihort of 4DO,ooo1. indepentlejat of the faips

andmerchandize^ which fiie eixlier burnt or deftroy-

ed-, and which, by the moft reafonable ellimation,

could not amount tO; fo little as. 600,000 1. more : fo.

that the whole damagjs done the enemy by our fqua-

dron^ did doubtlefe exceed a million fterling- To
which if there be added the great expence of the

pourt of Spain, in fitting out Pizarro,, and in. paying

the additional charges in America, incurred on our

account, together with the lofs o their own men of
war •, the total pf all thefe articles will be a moft ex-

prbitant fum, and is the ftrongeft conviftion of the

utility of this expedition, which, with all its nume-
rous difadvantages, did ye^ prove fo extremely preju^

dicial to. the enemy.

^hilft the Centurion and her prize were thus at

ihchor, a boat with an officer was fent off from the

Mandarine, commanding: the forts at Bocca Tigris to

examine what the fhips were» and whence they came;

Mr. Anfon informed the officer that his own (hip was

a man of war belonging to the king of Great BHtain^,

and that the other in company with him was a. prize

he had taken ;. that he was going- into. Canton river

|L0 ll..elter himfelf again ft the hurricanes which wer^

then approaching, and that as foon as the monfaon
ihifted he ftiould fet fail for England. The officer

|ken defired an.accountof what men^ guns, and am-
munition
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tirmnkiofi were on bo^rd, . a lift of which he faid was
to bfe fent to tht governor of Canton. But when
thefe articles were repeated to him, particularly upon
his being told thak there were in the Cehiurion four

hundred firelocks^ arid between three a(nd four hun-
dred barrels of powditr, he fliruggcd itp his fliouldery,

arid fterhed to be terrified with the bare recital

;

faying, that no fhip ever came into Canton river

a'rmed in that rhanrief-? adding, that he diirf! not fet

dbwrt tht wh6le of Kis forte, left li fhould too much
adarm tlie regency. After he had finrflied his enqui-

ries, arid was preparing to dt^art, he defired to leaVe

two cuftom-houfe officers behind him-, 6n which the

cotamodore told him, that though as af man of war
he was prbliibitcd fromi trading, arid had nothing to

do with cuftbms or duties of any kind -, ye^ for the fa-

tisfaftiori of the Chiriefe, he would ^ernhit two of their

people to be left on' board, wlilo might th'emfelves be

witriefles how punftually he fliould comply with his

iriAfriflions. The 6fficer feemed arhazed when Mr.
Anfori nieriitioncd being exempted from all duties, and
arifwered, that the emperor's duty muft be paid by

evet'y fhip that cariie into his ports : and it is fuj)p6i-

ed, that on this occafioh, private dirc6lions were given

by him to the Chinefe pilot, not to' Carry the comrho-

dore through the Bocca Ti'gris j which makes it ne-

ceffary, more pafttcuiarly, to dtfcribe that entrance.

The Bocca Tigris is a narrow paflage, little more
than mufquet-lhot over, formed by two pointsof land,

on each of which there is a fort, that on the ftarboar^'

fide being a battery on the water's edge, with eigh-

teen embrafures, but where there were no more than

twelve iron cannon mounted, feeming to be four or

fix pounders ; the fort on the larboard fide is a large

caftie, fituated oil a high rock, and did not appear

to be furnifhed with more than eight or ten cannon,

none of which were fuppofed to exceed fix-poun-

ders. Thefe are the defences which fecure the ri-

ver ofCanton ; and which the Chinefe imagined were

Efficient to prevent an enemy from forcing through.

K k 4 But
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But it is obvious, from the defcriptipi> of theiij

forts, that they could have given no obftrudion tq

Mr. Anfon's paflage, even if they had been ^^cll ibp-

plied with gunners and ftores j and therefore, thougl^

the pilot, after the Chinefe officer had been on board,

refufed at firft to take charge of the (hip till he had
leave from the forts ; yet, as it was necelTary to get

through without any delay, for fear of the bad wea-

ther which was hourly expeded, the commodore
\veighed on the 1 5th, and ordered the pilot to carry

him by the forts, threatening him, that if the Ihip

ran a-ground, he would inftantly hang him up at the

yard-arm. The pilot, awed by thefe threats, carried

the (hip through fafely, the forts not attempting to

difpute the paflage. Indeed the poor pilot did not

efbape the refentment of his countrymen ; for when
be came on (bore he was feized and fent to prifon,

and was rigoroiifly difciplined with thp bamboo^
However, he found means to get at Mr. Anfon af-

terward, to defire of Him fome recompence for the

chaftifement he had undergone, and of which he then

carried very fignificant marks about him : Mr. An-
fon, in commileratlon of his fufFerings, gave Jiim fuch

a fum of money, as would at any time have enticed 4
Chinefe to have undergone a dozen baftinadings.

Nor was the pilot the only perfon that fu(Fered on
this occafion ; for the commodore foon after feeing

(pme royal junks pafs by him fpm Bocca Tigris to-

ward Canton, he learnt, on enquiry, that the Man-
darine commanding the forts \^as a prifoner on board,

that he was already turned out, ^nd was now carrying

to Canton, where it was expedled he would be feverely

puni(hed for having permitted the (hips to pafs.

On the 1 6th of July, the commodore fent his f<?-

cond lieutenant to Cantop, with a letter for the vice-

roy, informing him of the reafon of the Centurion's

putting into that port •, and that the commodore
himfelf foon propofed to repair to Canton, to pay a

vifit to his excellency. The lieutenant was very fi-

villy received, and waspromifed that an anfwerihoulcj

be
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be fent to the commodore the next day. In the

mean time Mr, Anfon gave leave to fevcral of the .

officers of the galeon to go to Canton, they enga-

ging their parole to return in two days. When ,

thefc prifoners got to Canton, the regency fent for

th..em, and examined them, enquiring particularly,

by what me^ns they came into Mr. Anion's power.

It luckily happened, that on this occafion the pri-

fonprs were honeft enough to declare, that as the

kings of Great Britain and of Spain were at war, they

^ad propofed |o themfelves the taking of the Centu-
rion, ancj had bore down upon her with that view \

but that the event had been contrary to their hopes.

And being queflioned as to their ufage on board, they

frankly acknowleged that they had been treated by the

commodore much better than they believed he would
have been treated by them, had he fallen into their

hands. Thjs confeffion from an enemy had great

\vpght with the Chinefe, who, till then, though they

revered the commodore's military force, had yet fut
^

pe6led his ptiorals ; and had confidered him rather as ^
iawlefs free-booter, than as one comrailTioned by the

jftate for the revenge ofpublic injuries.

On the ?Qtb of July, in the morning, three Man-
darines, with ^, gre^t number of boats, and a vaft

retinue, can^e on board the Centurion, and delivered

to the commodqre the viceroy of Canton's order for

^ daily fuppjy pf provifions, and for pilots to carry

the mips up the riv/?r as far as the fecond bar •, and
at the lame time they dehvered him a meflage from
the viceroy, ip anf>yer to the letter fent to Canton.

The fubftance of the meflage was, that the viceroy

defired to be expufed from receiving the commo-
dore's vifit, during the then exceflive hot weather •,

|)ecaurc the aflembling the Mandarines and foldiers,

necefiary to that ceremony, would prove extremely
inconvenient and fatiguing : but that in September,

when the weather would be more temperate, he fhould

be glad to fee both the commodore himfelf, and the

|ipglifli captain pf the pther Ibip that was with him*
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As Mr. Anfon knew that an cxprefs had been dif-

patchcd to the court at Pekin, with an account of
the Centurion and her prize being arrived in the ri-

ver of Canton •, he had no doubt but the principal

motive for putting off this vifit was, that the re-

gency at Canton might gain time to receive the em-
peror's inftru6tions, on this unufual affair.

When th6 Mandarines had delivered their nneflagcf,

they began to talk to the commodore about the du-

ties to be paid by his (hips ; but he immediately told

them, that he would never fubmit to any demand
of that kind -, that as he neither brought any rhtt-

chandize thither^ nor intended to carry a'ny away^

he could not be deemed within the mdanitlg of the

cnljperor's orders, which were d'oubtlefs calcuTated for

trading veflels 6nly : adding, that no duties v^ere ever

demanded of men of war, by nitions accuftomed to

their reception, and that his mafter's orders exprefsly

forbade hiili from paying any acknovvlegmdnt for h\^

ihip's anchoring. in any port whatever. -? ' ii,.;>Y3'

* The MandaHnes being thus cut Ihort on the iiib-

jfift of the duty, they faid they had another matter to

mention, which was the only remaining one they had
in charge y this was a requell to the cOn1nr>odore,

that he would releafe the prifoners he hyid taken on
board the galeon : for that the viceroy of Gant'dh ap-

prehended the emperor,- his matter, might be dif-

pleafed, if he fhould be informed that perfons, wh6
were his allies, and carried on a great commerce with

his fubjefts, were under confinerAent in his domi-
nions. Mr. Artfon himfelf was extremely defirous to

get rid of the Spaniards-, however, tb enhance the

Kvour, he at firft raifed fome difficulties i but per-

mitting himfelf to be prevailed on, he at laft told*

the Mandarines, that to fhew his readinefs to oblige

the viceroy, he would releafe the prifoners whenever

they, the Chinefe, would order boats to fetch them
^ff. This matter being thus adjufted, the Manda-
irines departed ; and on the 28th of July, tWo Chi-

' ncfe junks were, fcnt from Canton, to take on board
' h- the

ihj

wi
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the priibners, and to carry them to M^cao; send the

commodore, agreeable to his promiie, dilmifled them
all

Though the Ihips, in confequencc of the viceroy**

permit, found no difficulty in purchafmg provitions*

i\Ljr their daily confumption •, yet it was impoffiblo

that the commodore could proceed to England^
without laying in a large quantity both of provifions

and naval Itores for his ufe during the voyage. The
procuiing tliis fupply was attended with much per-

plexity i for there were pei)ple at Canton who had
undertaken tofurnifh him with bifcuit, and wh-^.tever

elfc he wanted. But a fortnight being elapfcd, and
nothing brought, the commodore fent to Canton la
enquire mure particularly into the reafons- of this dif-

appointment : and he had foon the vexxition to be in«

fornr:ed that no order had been procured from the?

viceroy to furnilh him with his fea-ftores •, that there

was no bifcuit baked, nor any one of the articles in

readineis which had been promifed him •, nor did it

appear that the contractors had taken the leaft ilep

to comply with their agreement. .: ^ >,
•

It may perhaps be impofllble for an European,
ignorant of the cuftoms and manners of that nation,

to be fully apprifed of the real incitements to this

behaviour. Indeed, thus much may undoubtedly

be alTerted, that in artifice, falfehood, aitd an attach^

ment to. all kinds of lucre, many of the Chinefe

are difficult to be paralleled by any other people.

But then, the particular application of thefe talents,

and the manner in which they operate on every

emergency, are often beyond the reach of a foreign-

er's penetration.

It were endlefs to recount all the artifices, extor-'

tions, and frauds, which were praftifed on the com-
modore and his people, by this interefted race. The
method of buying provifions in China being by
weight, the tricks the Chinefe made ufe of to aug-

ment the weight of what ihcy fold to the Centurion,

were almoft incredible. One time a large quantity

of
w«
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of fowls and ducks being brought for the Ihip's (lore,

«he greateft part of them prefently died : this fpread

a general alarm on board, it being apprehended thac

they had been killed by poifon : but on etaminatioa

it appeared, that it was only owing to their being

crammed with ftones and gravel to increafe their

weight ; the quantity thus forced into n;oft of the

ducks being found to amount to ten ounces in each:

The hogs too, which were bought ready killed of the

Chineie butchers, had water inj Lifted into tiiem for the

lame purpofe «, fo that a carcafe, hung up all night

that the water might drain from it, had loll above

a ftone of its weight. And when, to avoid this

cheat, the hogs were bought alive, it was difcovered

that the Chinelc gave them fait to increafe their thirft,

and -having thus excited them to drink great quan-

tities of water, they then took meafures to prevent

riiem from -difcharging it again by urine, and fold

the tortured animal in this inflated iiatc. When the

commodore firft put to fea from Macao, tb.ey prar-

tiled an artifice of aiiother kind i for as the Chinefe ne-

ver fcruple eating any animal that dies of itfelf, they

contrived, by fome fecret pradices, that great part

of his live fea-ftore Ihould die in a fnort time after it

was put on board, hoping to make a fecond profit

of the dead carcafes which they expedled would be

thrown over-board ; and two third of the hogs dying

before the Centurion was out of fight of land, many
of the Chinefe boats followed her, to pjck up the

carrion, Thefe inftances may ferve as a fpeeimen of

the manners of this celebrated nation. But to return :

The commodore, toward the end of September,

having found out (as has been faid) that thofe who
had contra6led to fupply him with fea-provifions and
llores, had deceived him, and that the viceroy had
not invited him to an interview, according to his

promife ; he faw it would be impoflible for him to

furmount the difficulties he was under, without go-

ing to Canton, and vifiting the viceroy. And there-

fore, on. thp 2yth of September, he fcnt a meflage

1^ to
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to the Mandarine who attended the Centurion, to in-

form him, that he, the commodore, intended, on

the I ft of Oftober, to proceed in his boat to Can-

ton i
addinw, that the day after he got there, he

(hould notify his arrival to the viceroy, and fhoiild

defire him to fix a time for his audience. This mef-

fage being delivered to the Mandarine, he returned

no other anfwer, than that he would acquaint the

viceroy with the commodore's intentions. In the

mean time all things were prepared for this expe-

dition : the boat's crew which Mr. Anfon propo-

fed to take with him, were clothed in an uniform

refembling that of the watermen on the Thames i

they were in number eighteen and a cockfwain •, they

had fcarlet jackets and blue filk waiflcoats, the whole

trimmed with filver buttons, befides filver badges on

their jackets and caps. As it was apprehended, and

even aflferted, that the payiPiCnt of the cuftomary du-

ties -for the Centurion and iier prize, would be de-

manded by the regency of Canton, and would be

infifted on, previous to their granting a permifTion to

victual the Ihip for our future voyage ; the commo-
dore, who v/as rciblved never to eftablilh fo dilho-

nourable a precedent, took all pofTible precaution to

prevent the Chinefe from facilitating the fuccefs of

their unfeafonable pretenfions, by having him in their

power at Canton. And therefore, the better to fe-

cure his (hip and the great treafure on board her, ho

appointed his firft lieutenant Mr. Brett, to be cap-

tain of the Centurion under him, giving .him proper

inftruftions for his condu6i:, if he, the commodore,
fliould be detained at Canton on account of the du-

ties in difput?. Thefe neceffary fteps being taken,

which were not unknown to the Chinefe, it fhould

feem as if their deliberations were in fome fort per-

plexed thereby •, and fome dirty cunning arts were •

made ufe of to obftrnd his going up to Canton. f

On the 13th of October, however, the commo-^
dore' continuing firm to his refolutioii, all the fuper-

cargocs of the Englilh, Danifh, and Swsdifh (hips

;,Iv /^

^
came
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came on board the Centurion to accompany hiir! t6
Cantx)n i for which place he fet out in his barge the
fame (Uy, attended by his own boats, and by thofc

of the trading (hips, which, on this occafion, fcnt

their boats to augment his retinue. As he pafled by
Wampo, where the European vefiels lay, he was
faluted by all of them but the French, and in the
evening he arrived fafely at Canton.

When the commodore arrived at Canton, he was
vifited by the principal Chinefe merchants, who af-

fefted to appear very much pieafed that he had met
with no obftrufikion in getting thither, in the con-

verfation which pafled upon this occafion, they took
care to infinuate, that as foon as the viceroy (hould

be informed that Mr. Anfon was at Canton, which

they promifed (hould be done the next morning, they

were perfuaded a time would be immediately ap-

pointed for the vifit, which was the principal buli-

nef? that had brought the commodore to that city.

The next day the merchants returned to Mr. An-
ion, and told him, that the viceroy was then fo fully

employed in preparing his difpatches for Pekin, that

there wds no getting admittance to him at prefent

;

but that they had engaged one of the officers of his

court to give them information, as foon as he fhould

be at leiliire, when they. propofed to notify Mr. An-
fon*s arrival, and to endeavour to fix the audience.

The commodore was already too well acquainted with

their artifices not to perceive that this was a falfe-

hoodi and had he confulted only his own judgment,

he would have applied directly to the viceroy by

other hands. But the Chinefe merchants had fo far

prepoflelll-d the fupercargoes of our fhips with chi-

merical fears of being embroiled with the govern-

ment, if thofe meafures were taken, which appeared

to Mr. Anfon at that time to be the moft pruden-

tial-, that he refolved to continue paflivc as long,-

as it fhould appear that he loll: no time by thus fuf-

pending his own opinion. In purfuance of this"

refolotion, he propoild to the Englilh^ that he
would
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would engage not to take any immediate ftep hini-

ielt for getting admittance to the viceroy, provided

the Chinefe, who contracted to furnilh his provi-

fions, would let him fee that his bread was baked,

his meat falted, and his (lores prepared with the wt-

moft difpatch. But if, by the time when all was in

readinefs to be fhipped off, which it was fuppofed

would be in about forty days, the merchants (hould

pot have procured the government's permiflion to

fend it on board, then the commodore was deter-

mined to apply to the viceroy himfelf. However,
at laft, the contract being paft, it was fome fatisfac-

tion 'to the commodore to be certain that his prepa-

rations were now going on •, and being himlelf on
the fpot, he took care to hadcn them as much as pof-

fible. JJut when all was compleated, and wanted

only to be (hipped, which was about the 2 2d of No-
vember, at which time too the north-eaft monfoon was

fet in, he then refolved to demand an audience, of
the viceroy, as he was perfuaded that, • yithout this

ceremony, the grant of a permifTion to take his (lores

on board would meet with great difficulty. On the

24th of November, therefore, Mr. Anfon fent one
of his officers to the Mandarine who commanded the

guard of the principal gate of the city of Canton,

with a letter dire/^ed to the viceroy. When this let-

ter was delivered to the Mandarine, he received the

officer who brought it very civilly, and took down
the 'contents of it in Chinefe, and promifed that the

viceroy (hould be immediately acquainted with it. v

When Mr. Anfon firft determined to write this let-

ter, he was under great difficulties about a proper in-

terpreter, as he was well aware that none of the Chi-

nefe, ufually employed as linguifts, could be relied

on i but he at lad prevailed with Mr. Flint, an Epg-

V(h gentleman belonging to the fadlory, who fpoke

Chinefe perfedly well, to accompany his officci;.

Two days after the fending the abovementioned

\etter, a fire broke out in the fuburbs of Canton.

pn the firft alarm, Mr. Anfon went thither with his

;-
'

' '^
officers

<•'
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bfficefs arid his boat's crew to aid the Chinefe. Wheb
he came there, he found that it had begun in a failor's

fhed, and that by pulling down fome of the adjacent

fheds it might eaflly be extinguiflied ; and particu-

larly obferving thftt it was then running alono- j
Wobdeii cornice, which blazed fiercely, and would
immediately conimunicite the flame to a great dif-

tance, he ordered his people to begin with tearing

away that cornice : this was prefently attempted, and
would have been foon executed j but, in .he mean
time he was told, that as there was no Mandarine
there, who alone has a power to dired on thefe oc-

cafions, the Chinefe would make him, the cbmmo-
dore, anfwerable for whatever Ihould be puHed down
by his command. Hereupon Mr. Anfon and his at-

tendants defifted ; and he fent them to the Eriglifh

faftory to afllft in fecuring the company's treifure and
effefts, as it was eafy to forefee that no diftance was

a protedion againft the rage of fuch a fire, where fo

little was done to put a Hop to it j fince all the while

the Chinefe contented themfelves with viewing it, and

now and then holding one of their idols near it, which

they feemed to expeS ihould check its progrefs. In-

deed, at laft, a Mandarine came out of the city,

iattended by four or five hundred firemen : thefe

made fome feeble efforts to pull down the neighbour-

ing houfes ; but by that time the fire had greatly ex-

tended itfelf, and was got amongft the merchants

warehoufes -, and the Chinefe firemen, wanting both

(kill and fpirit, were incapable of checking its vio-

lence. In this general confufion the viceroy himfelf

came thither, and the commodore was fent to, and

was entreated to afford his alTiftance, being told that

h^ might take any meafures he fhould thihk moft

prpdent in the prefent emergency. Upon this mef-

fige he went thither a fecond time, carrying with him
about forty of his people ; who, in the fight of thd

whole city, exerted themfelves after fo extraordinary

a manner, that the fire was foon extinguiflied, to the

amazcmeijt of the Chinefe : and it fortunately hap-

pened
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petied too, that the buildings being all on one floor,

and the materials flight, the Teamen, notwithflranding

t their daring behaviour, efcap^d with no other injuries

than fome bruifes. ':^

' •"'Whilfl: the commodore and his people were la-

bouring at the fire, and the terror of its becoming
general poflfeflfed the whole city, feveral of the moft
confiderable Chinefe merchants came to Mr. Anfon,
to defire that he would let each of them have one
of his (bldiers (for fuch they ftiled his boat's crew,

from tlie uniformity of their drcfs) to guard their

warehoufes and dwelling- houfes, which, from the

known diftionefty of the populace, they feared would
be pillaged in the tumult. Mr. Anfon granted them
this rcquefl: ; and all the men that he thus furnifhed

behaved much to the fatisfadlion of the merchants.;

The refolution of the Englifli in maftering the

ftre, and their trufty and prudent condud where they

were employed as fafeguards, were the general fub-

jeds of converfation amongft the Chinefe. And,
V' next morning, many of the principal inhabitants

> .V 1 on the commodore to thank him for his af-

lalv-dnce, frankly owning to him, that he had pre-

ferved their city from being totally confamed, as they

could never have extinguifhed the fire of themfelves.

Soon after too a meflage came to the commodore
from the viceroy, appointing the ?oth of November
for his audience ; which fudden refolution of the vice-

roy was aifo owing to the fignal fcrrvices performed
by Mr. Anfon and his .people at the (ire.

The fixinor' this bufmefs of the audience wa**? on

every account, a circuniftance with which A^r. An-

ion was much pleafed; fince he was licisfied the

Chinefe government would not have determined this •

point, without having agreed ?/tiong themfelves to
^

give up their pretenfions to the duties they claimed,
,

and to grant him all he could realbnably afk. Being

therefore himfelf perfectly eafy about the refult of

his vifir, he made the neceflary preparations againfl: ,

the day •, and engaged Mr. Flint to att as interpre-

Vol.. III. L 1 • tsr

^
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ter in the conference ; and Mr. Flint, in this affair,

as in all others, acquitted himfelf much to the com-
modore's fatisfadtion ; /epeating with great boldnefs,

and doubtlefs with exattnefs, whatever was given him
in charge { a part which no Chinefe linguift would
have performed with any tolerable fidelity.

At ten o'clock in the morning, on the day appoint-

ed, a Mandarine came to the commodore, to let him
know that the viceroy was prepared, and expeded
him *, on which the commodore and his retinue im-

mediately fet out. As foon as he entered the outer

gate of the city, he found a guard of two hundred
Ibldiers ready to receive him ; thefe attended him to

the great parade before the emperor's palace, where
the viceroy then refided. In this parade, a body of

troops, to the number of ten thoufand, were drawn
up under arms, who made a very fine appearance,

they being all of them new clothed for this ceremo-

ny. Mr. Anfon, with his retinue, having paifed

thro' the middle of them, was conducted to the great

hall of audience, where he found the viceroy feated

under a rich canopy in the emperor's chair of ftate,

with all his council of Mandarines attending. Here
there was a vacant feat prepared for the commodore, in

which he was placed on his arrival. He was ranked .

the third in order from the viceroy, there being above

him only two chiefs of the law, and of the treafury,

who in the Chinefe government have precedence of

all military ofiicers. When the commodore was feat-

ed, he addreflcd himfelf to the viceroy by his inter-

preter, and began with reciting the various methods
he had formerly taken to get an audience-, adding,
that he ixnputed the delays he had met with to the

infincerity of thofe he had employed j and he had
therefore no other means left, than to fend, as he
had done, his own ofilcer with a letter to the [^ate.

On the mention of this the viceroy interrupted the
interpreter, and bid him affurc Mr. Anfon, that the
firft knowlege they had of his being at Canton, was
from that letter. Mr. Anfon then proceeded, and

told
t**̂*•.-
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told him, that thefubjefts of the king of Great Britain

trading to China, had complained to him, the com-
modore, of the vexatious impoficions both of the

merchants and inferior cuftom-houfe officers, to which
they were frequently neceffitated to fubmit, by rcafon

of the great difficulty of getting accefs to the Man-
darines, who alone could grant them rcdrefs ; that ic

was his, Mr. Anfon's, duty, as an officer of the king
of Great Britain, to lay before the viceroy thefe griev-

ances of the Britifh fubjedls, which he hoped the

viceroy would take into confideration, and would give

orders, that hereafter there (hould be no juft reafon

for complaint. Here Mr. Anfon paufed, and waited

fome time in expedation of an anlwer ; but nothing

being faid, he alked his interpreter if he was certain

the viceroy underftood what he had urged ; the in-

terpreter told him, he was certain it was underftood,

but he believed no reply would be made to it. Mr.
Anfon then reprefented to the viceroy the cafe of the

ihip Haflingfield, which having been difmafted on
the coaft of China, had arrived in the river of Canton
but a few days before. The people on board this

veflel had been great fufferers by the fire •, the cap-

tain in particular had all his goods burnt, and had loft

befide, in the confufion, a cheft of treafure of four

thoufand five hundred Tahel, which was fuppofed

to be ftolen by the Chinefe boat-men. Mr. Anfon
therefore defired that the captain might have the

affiftance of the government, as it was apprehended

the money could never be recovered without the

affiftance of the Mandarines. To this requeft the

viceroy made anfwer, that in fettling the emperor's

cuftoms for that Ihip, fome abatement ftiould be

made in confideration of her loffes.

And now the commodore having difpatched the

bufinefs with which the officers of the Eall India com-
pany had entrufted him, he entered on his own affairs -,

acquainting the viceroy, that the proper feafon was

already fet in for returning to Europe, and that he

wanted only a licence to (hip off his provifions and

L 1 2 ftores.
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ftores, which were all ready •, and that as foon as this

fliould be granted him, and he {hould have gotten his

neceflaries on board, he intended to leave the river

of C anton, and to make the bed of his way for Eng-
land. The viceroy replied to this, that the licence

fhould be immediately ifllicfd, and that every thing

fliould be ordtred on board the following day. And,
finding that Mr. Anfon had nothing further to infift

on, the viceroy continued the converfation for fome
time, acknowleging in very civil terms how much the

Chinefe were ohlioed to him for his fjgnal fervices at

the fire, and owning that he had faved the city from
being deftroyed : then obferving that the Centurion

had been a good while on their coaft, he clofed his

difcouiic by wifhing the commodore a profperous

voyage to Europe. After which, the commodore,
thanking him for his civility and affiftance, took his

leave.

As foon as the commodore was out of the hall of
audience, he was much preffed to go into a neighbour-

ing apartment, where there was an entertainment pro-

vided ; but finding, on enquiry, that the viceroy him-
feif was not to be prefent, he declined the invitation,

and departed, attended in the fame manner as at his

arrival ; only on his kaving the city he was faluted by
three guns, which are as many as in that country are

ever fired oii any ceremony. Thus the commodore,
to his great j(;y, at laO: finiflied this troublefome affair,

which for tlie preceding four months, had given him
muc-h difquietude. " ;?

in purfuance of the promifes of the viceroy, the

provifions were begun to be fent on board the day
lucceeding the audience; and, four days after, the

commcdore embarked at Canton for the Centurion.

And now all the preparations for putting to fea

were purfued vvith fo much vigilance, and were {o

foon completed, that the 7th of December, the Cen-
turion and hir prize unmoored, and ftood down the

river, p fling through the Bocca Tigris on the lOfh.

On this occafion the Chinefe had taken care to man
the
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the two forts, on each fide ofthat paflage, with as ma-
ny men as they could well contain, the greateft part of

them armed with pikes and match-lock mufkets.

Thefe garrifons afFefted to (hew themfelves, as much
as poffible, to the fhips, and were doubtlefs intended

to mduce Mr. Anfon to think more reverently than

he had hitherto done of the Chinefe military power

:

for this purpofe they were equipped with extraordi-

nary parade, having a great number of colours ex-

pofed to view •, and a foldier of unufual fize, drefled

in very fighrly armour, ftalked about on the parapet,

with a battle-axe in his hand, endeavouring to put
on as important and martial an air as poiTible though

fome of the obfervers on board the C jnturion fhrewd-

Jy fufpec^ed, from the, appearance of his armour, that

infteadof fteel, it was compofedonly of a particular

kind of glittering •"'per. ^

The Centurion and her prize being now without

the river of Canton, and confequently upon the point

of leaving the Chinefe jurifdidion, I beg 1'. ave to

fubjoin a few remarks on the difpofition and gtnius

oi that celebrated people.

That the Chinefe are a very ingenious and induf-

trious people, is fufficiently evinced, from the great

number of curious manufadtures which are e'a-

blifhed amongft them, and which are eagerly fought

for by the moll diftant nations -, but though flvill in

the handicraft arts feems to be the moft valuable qua-

Hfication of this people, yet their talents therein are

but of a fecond rate kind •, for they are much out--

done by the Japanefe in thoiC manufaftures, which
are common to both countries j and they are in nu-

merous inftances incapable of rivaling the mechanic

dexterity of the Europeans. Indeed, their principal

excellency feems to be imitation •, and they accord-

ingly labour under that poverty of genius which
conltantly attends all fervile imitators. This is moft

confpicuous in the works which require great truth

and accuracy, as in clocks, watches, fire-arms, &c.
for in all thefe, though they can copy the different

parts.
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parts, and can form fome refcmblance of the wholf^
yet they never could arrive at fuch a juftnefs in their

fabric as was ncceflary to produce the defired efFedb.

If we pafs to artifls of a fuperior clafs> they ieem to

be ftill more defeftive, their paintings being more
indebted to the native briehtnefs and excellency of
the colours than to the fkill of the painter.

The Chinefe government having alfo been the

fiibjeft of boundlcis panegyric -, on this head I muft
obltrve, that by their tranfadions with Mr. Anfon,
we have feen that their magiftrates are corrupt, their

people thicviih, and their tribunals venal, and abound-
ing with artifice. Nor is the conftitution of the em-
pire, or the general orders of the ftate, kfs liable to

exception : fince that form of government, which
does not in the nift place provide for the fccurity of
the public againft the enterprifes of foreign powers,

is certainly a mofl defective inftitution : and yet this

populous, this rich and extenfive country, fo pom-
poufly celebrated for its refined wifdom and policy,

was conquered about an age fince by a handful of
Tartars ; and even now, through the cowardice of
the inhabitants, and the want of proper military re-

gulations, it continues expofed, not only to the at-

tempts of any potent ftate, but to the ravages of every

petty invader. It has been already obferved, on oc-

caiion of the comniodore's difputes with the Chinefe,

that the Centurion alone was an overmatch for all

the naval power of that empire : this perhaps may
appear an ex':raordinary poiition *, but their junks,

though fome of them are of great burden, are coarfe

unmanageable vefTels ; and the mads, fails, and rig-

ging are ruder than the built ; for their mafts are

HKtde of trees, no othcrwife fafhioned than by bark-

ing tiiem, and lopping off their branches. Each maft

has only two Ihrouds of twifted rattan, which are of-

ten both fhifted to the weather-fide ; and the halyard,

uhen the yard i> up, lerves inftead of a third fhroud.

The fails are of mat, ftrengthened every three feet by
iiii horizontal rib of bamboo j they run up the maft

with
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with hoops, and when they are lowered down they .

fold upon the deck. Thefc traders carry no cannon,

and are utterly incapable of refitting any European

armed yc;llel. Nor is the ftate pmvided with (hips of
confiderable force, or of a better fabric, to protect

their nicrchantmen : for at (^anton, where doubtlefs

their principal naval power is ftationed, we law no
more than four men of war junks, of about three

hundred tons burthen, being of the make already dc-

fcribed, and mounted only with eight or ten guns,

the largeft of which did not exceed a four-poUnder.

But it is time to return to the commodore, who,

with his two Ihips, on the 12th of December, an-

chored before the town of Macao.

While the (hips lay here, the m.erchants of Macao
finiflied their purchafe of the galeon, for which they

refufed to give more than 6000 dollars : this was
greatly Ihort of her value, but the impatience of the

commodore to get to fea, to which the merchants

were no ftrangers, prompted them to inlift on thefc

unequal terms. Mr. Anfon had learnt enough from
the Engliih at Canton to conjefture, that the war
with Spain was ftill continued 5 and that probably the

French might engage in the afliftance or Spain, be^

fore he could arrive in Great Britain : and there-

fore, knowing that no intelligence could come to

Europe of the prize he had taken, and the treafurc

he had on board, till the return of the merchantmen
from Canton, he was refolved to make all pofliblc

expedition in getting back, that he might be himfelf

the firft meflenger of his own good fortune. For
thefe reafons, he, to avoid all delay, accepted of the

fum offered for the galeon ; and fhe being delivered

to the merchants the 15th of December, 1743, the

Centurion, the fame day, got under fail, on her re-

turn to England. On the 3d of January, flie came
to anchor at Prince's Ifland in the ftraits of Sunda,

and continued there wooding and watering till the

8 th J when fhe weighed and ftood for the Cape of

I Good
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Good Hope, where, on the nth of March, ihc an-
chored in Table-bay.

Here the commodore continued till the beginning
of April, highly delighted with the place, .which, by
its extraordinary accommodations, the healthinefs of
its air, and the pidurefque appearance of the coun-
try, the whole enlivened too by the addition of a ci-

vilized colony •, was not difgraced on a ''omparifon

with the vallies of Juan Fernandes and the lawns of
Tinian *. During his ftay he entered about forty

• new men-, and having by the 3d of April, 1744,
completed his water and provifion, he, on that day,

weighed and put to fea. The 19th of April they faw
the ifland or St. Helena, which however they did

not touch at, but flood on their way -, and arrived in

foundings about the beginning of June. They, on
the roth of that month, Ijpoke with an Englifh Ihip

bound for Philadelphia, rrom whom they -received

the firft intelligence of a French war. By thc.wth
of June they got fight of the Lizard; and the 15th,

in the evening, to their infinite joy, they came fafe to

an anchor at Spithead. But that the (ignal perils

which had fo often threatened them in the preceding

part of the enterprize, might purfue them to the

very laft, Mr. Anion learnt on his arrival, that there

was a French fleet of confiderable force cruifing in

the chops of the channel, which, from the account

of their pofition, he found the Centurion had ran

through, and had been all the time concealed by ,

a fog. Thus was this expedition finifhed, when it had

lafted three years and nine months, after having, by
its event, ftrongly evinced this important truth, that

though prudence, intrepidity, and perfeverance unit-

ed, are not exempted from the blows of adverlc for-

tune i yet in a long Teries of traniadlions, they ufuaily

rife fuperior to its power, and in the end rarely fail

of proving fuccefsful.

• See Kolbein's voyage to the Cape, in vol, 3.
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