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VOYAGE OF

CAPT. HENRY WILSON,

PRINCIPALLY RELATING TO HIS SHIPWRBCJC

ON THB

PELEW ISLANDS,
\

AND SUBSEaUENT PROCEEDINGS*

'EW narratives have attrafled a more confi-

derable iliare of the public attention, than

bis. Other voyages are more fertile in import-

it dilcoveries, and embrace a wider range of
don } but this is marked by features that in-

ured the heart of fenlibility, and give it a claim

the regard of the philofopher, the patriot, and
le ChriSian. A people have been brought to

Ight by accident, whofe amiable, manners, and
l^rtuoas qualities, evince no fmall progrefs in

nal refinement, and whofe humanity, to our
^untrymen in diftrefs, muft ever endear them to

ritons.
.

It is but juftice to fay, tliat the work from
^hich the follo^ying pages are abdrafted, is coxa*

>fed by the ingenious Mr. Keate, from the mod
Lthenlic documents furnilhed by Captain Wil-
m, and verified by the coincident tellimony of
Vol; IX. . B th«
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the principal perlbns concerned in the tranfac-

tions recorded. The original account of the

Pelew Illnnds will not be fuperfeded by this epi-*

tompj yet th^ narrative was too captivating, and
too valuable, not to be included in our colledtion^

and to be given at as great length as the nature

of 6ur plan would permit. Though the fubfe-

quent volume will be more particularly appropri-

ated to Shipwrecks, we were unwilling to throw
this into the general mafs of nautical difaflers;

and, indeed) in many refpe^ts, it differs from their

common tenor. For whatever Captain Wilfon
and his crew might fuifer, at'the moment of im«
minent danger, we are convinced that, in the

event, they fcarcely conlidered that as a misfor-

tunci which was inftrumental in bringing them
acquainted with the natives of Pelew. •

It is fomewhat remarkable, that although thefe

iilands lie at no veiy great diflance from the

common track to China, yet it does not appear

that any Europeans ever landed on them. They
were not, however, totally unknown. In thd
'* Lettres edifientes et curiettfes^* we find an account

of this Archipelago, of which the Palos, or ?t\tw

Iilands conftitute the fifth divifion ; the other

fbur confifiing of the iilands which are liow

known by the name of the New Carolines. Le
Pere Cantoya tells us, that a boat with twenty-

four natives of the Caroline Iilands, being driven

byfirefs of weather, on thecoail of Guahan, he

had ufed every method to get information irom

them concertiing the reil; and that he was in-

formed, ** that the people of the Pelew Iilands

were' inhuitian and iavagej that both men and

women were entirely naked, and fed upon human
fle^ii that theinhabitftnt« of the Carolines looked

{



Wilson's totasv. M
on them with hbrror, as die enemies of mankind,

and with whom they held it dangerous to have

any intercourle." From this and every other in-

formation (hat can be procured, it appears^ that>

i

for a long feries of years, the inhabitants df the

{pelew IHands have been feparated frbm the reft c^

mankind, even thofe moft contiguous to them*

felves. Their ignorance of the exiftence ofwhite

people, abundantly evinces their being total

I

llrangers to Europe, at any rate.

] The name given by the Spaniards to thtife

liilands, is the Palos Iflands} which indeed, is tbk

[name by which all the Caroline lilands formerly

rent; probably owing to the number of tall palni

[trees with which they are covered, having the

[appearance of mafts of ihips at a diftance. The
^panifh wotdipalot iigaifies a maft.

But to proceed. Captain Wilfon, of the Ante*
l9pe Packet, in the fervioe of the Britifh £aft

India Company, about three hundred tons bur-

then, failed from Macao in China, where flie hftd

irrived a few weeks before, on her paffage home*
rard, on Sunday the 20th of July, ] 783.

As, in the fequel of this narrative, there will be
^caiion to mention the names of the ihip's com*

>any, the following lift of tthemmay be ufdful tp

explain their fituations.

Names.

Tenry Wilfon, '

*hilip Benger,

'eter Barker,

Fonn Cummin,
Fohn Sharp,

\rtl>ur William Devis,

[Jojio Blanch^

B a

Station/^
<,

Commander.!
. Chief Mate.
Second Mate^
ThiydMate
Surgeon.

Paftengcr.

Gunner.
William
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Willam Harvey
John Polkinghoron^

John Meale,
Bichard Jenkins^

James Swift»

Richard Sharp,

Henry Wilfon, junior.

John Wcdgcboroqgb,
Robert White,
Albert Pierfon,

Godfrey Minx^
Thomas Dutton,

Names. Stations.

Boatfwain.

Carpenter.

Cooper and Steward.

Carpenter's Mate.
Cook, ^^
Midlhipman.
Midfhipman, fon to

the Captain.

Midihipman.
Midfliipnian.

Quarter Mafter.

Quarter Mailer.

Captain's Steward.

Thomas Rofe, native of Bengal, Linguift.

And, Matthias Wilfon, the Captain's brother;

Thomas Willfon, Dedrick Windier, Zachariah

Allen, John Cooper, James Bluitt, Thomas Cafi>

ties, William Roberts, Nicholas Tyacke, William
Stewart, Madan Blanchard, Thomas Whitfield,

William Cobbledick, and James Duncan, Seamen.
Befides thefe. Captain Wilfon was allowed iixteen

Chinefe, to keep the ihip's complement of hands
complete.

Pn Monday the 21ft, they got clear to fca,

having dilbharged the pilot, and taken leave of

feveral gentlemen, who accompanied them a few
leagues. From the 23d of July, to the 8th of

Auguft, they had very ftormy unCbttled weather,

<during which their foretop-maft fprung, and all

their liye cattle died. On the 9th, the weather be-

came more mod^ate; fo thai opening their ports
' they dried the ilvp> examined their ftores and prd^

viiions, and proceeded cheerfully on their voyage,

figttering themielves their diftrel^ ^nd danger

. . ' werfl
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were now fairly pad; little apprehending the

misfortunes that were fo quickl/ to overtake

them.
Early on Sunday morning, the 10th of Auguil«

ft flrong breeze fprung up, attended with much
rain, thunder, and lightning. Captain Wilfon
had gone to bed about twelve, and Mr. Benger>

the chief mate, commanded on deck. While th«

feamen were buiied in reefing the fails, the man
on watch exclaimed, breakers ! which he had
fcarce pronounced, when the (hip ftruck. It ii

I not eafy to exprefs the confternation which enfu^

cd ; all wha-were in bed below, were immediate^
lly on deck, efiqninng the occaiion of the noife

[and confufion. Too foon they learned their dif^

!mal iituation. In lefs than an hour the ihip

bulged, and filled with water up to the lower
deck hatchways. During this Icene of horror/

and difmay,the feamen eagerly befought the cap*
tain to dired them, and his commands would b«
[obeyed with alacrity.

Captain Wilfon*8 firft orders were, to fecure
[the gunpowder and fmall arms, and to get on
[deck the bread, and fuch ojther provifions as wera
liable to be fpoiled bv the water, and cover them

I

from the rain. As the ihip took a heel in fiUing^^

there was feme reafon to rear ihe might overfetc

Ito prevent which they cut away the niizen-maft*
[the main and fore-top-mafts, and lowered the
|fore and main yards, to eafe her. The boats were
then hoafted out, and filled with provifions j H
[compafs, and feme (mall arms, with ammuition»
[«nd two men, being put into each, with direc-
tions to keep them under the lee of the ihip» and
to be ready to recdve their ihip-inates« in cafh

Il|w TOffel fimU part by the vloleaco of the wind
fi3 and
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and waves, as it then blew an exceeding drong
gale.

Every thing being now done, that prudence
could di6tate in fo trying and diHrefsfu) a (itua-

tion, the officers and people affembled on the
quarter-deck, that part being highell out of the
water, and beft fheltered from the rain and. fea by
the quarter^boardsj and waited for day-light, in

hopes of feeing land} for as yet they had npt been
able to difcern any. During this dreadful inter-

val, the anxiety and horror of wliich is much
eaiier to be imagined than defcribed. Captain
Wilfon endeavoured to revive the drooping fpiriti

of his crew, by reminding them, that ihipwreck
was a misfortune to which navigators were al-

ways liable; and that although theirs was ren-

dered more difficult and diflreiiHng, by its hap-
pening in an unknown and unfrequented fea, yet

he wiSied to remind them, that this confideration

^ould only roufe them to greater aftivity, in

endeavouring to extricate themfelves : and, above
all, he begged leave to imprefs on their minds
this citcumflance, that whenever misfortunes,

fuch as theirs, had happened, they had generally

been rendered much more dreadful than they

would otherwife have been, by the defpair of the

crew, and by their difagreement among them-
felves. To prevent which, he moft eameftly re»

queued each of them, feparately, not to tafle any
fpirituous liquor, on any account whatever; and
he had the fatisfadion to find a ready confent

given to this mod important advice.

This difplays, in a moft remarkable manner,
the prefence of mind which was preferved, abd
the prudence that was exerted by Captain Wilfon,

in, one pf the moil trying fitudtions^ to which
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human nature can be expofed. It (hews alfo, in

the moft unequivocal manner, the temper and dif-

pofition of his officers, and the whole crew, and

pronounces their eulogium in the moft impreffive

terms.

As they were almoft worn out by the exceffive

labour they had undergone, two glalTes of wine

and fome bifcuit were given to every man aboard

;

and they waited for day-break with the utmoljk

anxiety, in hopes of difcovering land. Mean-
time they endeavoured to fupport each others

fpirits as much as poffible, and, by the captain's

direction, p at on as many clothes as poffible to

carry with them, in the event of getting fafe

from the wreck. And, let it not be forgotten,

among many other remarkable inftances that oc-

curred in the courfe of this voyage, to the honour
of this crew, that the- utmoft cordiality prevailed

amongft them. None attempted, in the hour of

confulion, to touch his neighbour's property, nor

to make free withwhat had been interdi^ed them.
The dawn difcovered to their view a fmall

iiland, at the diftance of about three or four

leagues to the fouthward ; and as the day-light

Increafed, they faw more idands to the eaftward.

They now began to feel apprehenfions on ac-

count of the natives, to whqfe difpoiitions they
were utter ftrangers. However, after manning
the boats, and loading them in the beft manner
they were able, for the general good> they were
difpatched to the fmall idand, under the diredion
of Mr. Benger, the chief-mate, who was earneftly

requefted to eftablifh, if poffible, a friendly inter-

courfe with the natives, if they found any; and
carefully to avoid all difagreement with them,
unlefii reduced to it by the moll urgent iieceffity,

M
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As foon as the boats were gone, thofc who
were left in the Ihip began to get the booms- over
^oardi and to make a raft for their fecurity, if the

Ihip Ihould go to pieces, which was hourly ex-
pefted. At the fame time, they were under the

moll painful apprehenlions for the fafety of the

boats, on which all depended, not only with re-

gard to the natives, but with regard to the wea-
ther alfo, as it'continned to blow very hard*

But in the afternoon, they were relieved from
their fears on this head, by the return of the

boats, with the welcome news of their having
landed the ftores in fafety, and left five men to

take care of them ; and that there was no appear-

ance of inhabitants being on the idand where
they landed : that they had found a fccure har-

bour, well llieltered from the weather^ and alfo

fome frelh water. This favourable account re*

vived them, and they proceeded in completing

their raft with frelh vigour, having been allowed

another glafs of wine with bilcuit. A very dif-

treliing accident, however, happened this dayj

the ml2en-mali: being found near thelhip's llem»

and part of therigging entangled with the mizea
chains, Godfrey Minks was employed to clear it,

and while he was thus employed, unluckily Aipt

overboard. The boats were immediately feat to

his aliiHance, but without effeft.

Having finilhed the raft, they loaded it^ toge*

ther with the jolly-boat and pinnace, with as

tnany fiores and provi lions as they could bear, con«
liftently with the fafety of the people who were
to be carried off; and, as the day was advancing,

the captain fummoned all the people aboard.

Jndeed> fo bulily were they employed in bringing

«« oauch as poifible witU them, that it coft tomo
i^ -

. paini
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»ains to get them all collefted. Their feelings*

m quitting the Antelope, going they knew not

rhither, were of the moft diftrefling nature. The
louteft of the hands were put on board the pin-

lace, which took the raft in tow and moved
lowly on, till they ha4 cleared the reefj while

the jolly-boat, which was of little fervice to the

raft, proceeded along to the Ihore, and joined their

jompanions that had been left in the morning.

'hey found a tent ready for their reception, and
fpot of ground cleared for the llores.

The fituation of thofe aboard the pinnace and
[he raft, tiJ they cleared the reef, was terrible

ideed. The great fwelling of the fea was fuch,

[hat they repeatedly loft fight of each other, and
ihofe on the raft were obliged to tie themfelves to

(he planks with ropes, to prevent their being
vaihed ofFj whilft the horror of the fcene was in-

ireafed by the fcreams of the Chinefe, who were
lot accuftomed to the perils of the deep.

When they had fwrly cleared the reef, they

fot into deep fmooth water, in the channel run-
ling between the reef and the iilands ; but, on
ipproaching the land, they found a very ftrong

:;urrent, which drove them confiderably to lee-

ward. They foon found that they could not refifl:

[ts impetuofity, and therefore, having brought the
[aft to a grapnel, all the hands got aboard the
pinnace, to relieve the rowers j mean while, the
irgo of the jolly-boat being unladen, Captain
nifon was returning in her, to aflift thofe aboard
le pinnace. The night was by this time dark^

^nd the captain overhearing them at a diftance,

lailed them. Thofe aboard the pinnace, over-
)yed at the near profpe6t of relief, returned the
mlloo^ in a manner fo unufual> that Captain

Wilfoa
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Wilfon immediately concluded they were natlvcu.

He was the readier to form this idea, as he had
juft learned from thofe on Ihore, that, fro;n vari-

ous circumdances, they had reafon to conclude
there had been natives on that fpot very lately

;

he therefore retreated to the ihore with the ut-

iDoft precipi tation . Happily, however, they were
foon relieved by the arrival of the pinnace, when
all the company iliook hands together (need it be
added) with great cordiality. They made a
homely fupper, and having lighted a match by
the diicbarge ofa pillol, they kindled a fire in the

cove,by which they dried their clothes andwarmed
themfelves. The night proved very uncomfort-
able, as the weather was exceedingly tempeftuous;

while the fear of the Ihip going to pieces, before

they could fave other neccflaries from the wreck,

not a little heightened their -diftrefs. Left they

ftould be forpHfed by the natives, they fet a

watch^ and ilept on the ground by turns.

Next forenoon, being the 11th, proved very

ftormy ; they attempted to bring off the raft in

vain, and were obliged to leave it; carrying with

them, however, the fails and the remainder of the

provifions.

In the afternoon, the weather was more mode<^

rate, and the boats were difpatched to the ihip to

bring off what they could; while thofe on ihore

were employed in bruihing up the fmall arms.

The evening fet in very fqually, and as the

boats did n(n return from the ihip^ till about ten

o'clock, thofe on Hiore were not a little alarmed

about their iafety j nor were they much eafier,

when, on their return, they learned, that the veffel

was in fuch a iituation; as made it exceedingly

probable Ihe could not hold together till morning.
Whptt
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When we conlider their fituation with this

)rofpe6k before them, it muft be granted, that

ihe viciflitudes of human life have feldom pro-

duced a coincidence of circumHances more pecu-
Karly diilrefling. The only hope they had, of
yet floating and repairing the veOfel, fo as. to re-

Wn to China, now to all appearance impra^ica->

)le—ignorant where they were, or among whom,
i^feparated not only from wives, children, and
)ome, but from all mankind,^ except, perhaps, a
ace of favages, as they naturally fuppofed-—with*-
int any prolpcd of relief-«-ana at the fame time
niveringunder a ilorm Hill more tempefluousthan
le former night, thefe combined, bring to view
iituation, which humanity cannot, think o]^

irithout commiferating their lot.

In the morning it blew exceedingly ^ong, fo
lat the boats could not go off to the wreck.'
?he men, therefore, employed tbemfelves in dry-«

ag their provifipns, and forming better tents,
rem the materials which they had brought from
lie ihip the day before. About eight o'clock in the
lorning, the people being employed as above,
|nd in clearing the ground from the wood which
Vas behind the tents. Captain Wilfon, with Tom-
Lofe, being on the bjeach, colleding the frelh
rater which dropped from the rocks, faw two ca-;

oes, with men in them, coming round the point
ito the bay. This gave fuch alarm, that thc>
eople all ran to their arms;: however, as thero^
kre but few of the natives, Captain Wilfon de*
Ired them to keep out of iight until they Ihould
lerceive what reception he met with, but to bC'
prepared for the worft. They foon perceived that
he natives had feen the captain and Tom Role,
p)r they converfed together, and kept their eyes

fteadfattfy
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fleadfaftly fixed on that part of the fhore where
the Engliih were. The natives advanced very
cautioully tovt^^ards them, and wheii^ they came
near enough to be heard, the captain diredted Rofe
to ipeak to them in his own language, the Ma-
lay, which they at firft did not feem to under-
hand i but they flopped their canoesj and foon
after one of them alked, in the Malay tongue,

who the flrangers were, and whether they were
friends or enemies ? Rofe was direded to reply,

that they were Englifhmen, who had loA their

ihip on the reef, but had faved their lives, and
were friends. On this they feemed to confer to-

gether for a fhort time, and then ftepped out of
t;he canoes into the water, and went toward the

lliore. Captain Wilfon inftantly waded into the

water to meet them, and embracing them in the

ipoft friendly manner, led them to the,ihore, and
prefented them to his officers and i/nfortunate

companions. The natives were eight in number,
two of whom, it was afterwards known, were
brothers to the rupack, or king, of the neigh-

bouring iflands, and one was a Malay, who
had been ihipwrecked in a veiTel belonging

to a Chinefe, refident on the Ifland of Ter-
nate, one of the fame group of iilands : he had
been kindly treated by the king, who, he faid,

was a good man j and that his people alfo were
courteous. He told them farther, that a canoe

having been out a fiihing, had feen the iliip's

V mad ; and that the king, being informed of it,

fent off thefe two canoes at four oclock that

irorning, to fee what was become of the people

who had belonged to her ; and they knowing of

the harbour which the Englifhineu were in, had

come directly thither.

I Being
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Being about breakfaft hour, Captain Wilfon,

Tom Rofe, and only a few others breakfafted with

them to prevent fufpicion j and in the courfe of

their fhort converfation, a wiih was hinted to be
informed, by what means the Malay they had
brought with them, had reached their iflands. The
Malay, who could indiftindly fpeak a few fen-

tences both in broken Dutch and Englifli, gave

fome farther account of himfelf 5 but from his

future conduct and behaviour, there was great

reafon to fufpeft his veracity. > It was, however,

fortunate that they found a perfon with whom
their linguift could converfe.

The natives were of a moderate lize, but ad-

mirably proportioned and very mufcular. Their
hair was long and black, rolled up in a peculiarly

neat manner clofe to their heads. Except the
younger of the king's two fons, none of them
had beards. They in general plucked out the
hairs by the roots. They were quite naked, and
their Ikins of a deep copper colour.

They were conduced round the cove, and, to

the great furprife of the Engliih, walked oii

broken rocks, Ihells, and thorny plants, with the
greateft eafe.

They were now enabled to fupport a mutual
converfation, by means of the Majaj: man, on the
part of the natives, and Tom Rofc on that of
the Engliih, and thus had an opportunity of ex-
amining one another as to the different appear-
ances, which occafioned mutual furprife.

From this firft interview," as well as what hap-
pened afterwards. It' was evident that the natives
had never before feien a white man, and were ig-

norant of the exillence of any fucJi. The natural

. Vol. IX^ Q furprifo
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furprifo at feeing theiQ may therefore be viell >

conceived. '

The appearance of clothes was quite new to

them. At firft, indeed they were at a lofs to de-
termine, whether the man and his drefs were not
of the fame fubftance.

Nothing affordedthem greater lurprife than the
fight of two dogs belonging to the fhip, which
immediately on their approach fet up a load bark,

to the great delight of the natives, who anfwered
them in a (hout almoft as violent. In thefe ani-

mals they took great deliglit, as, except a few
grey rats, there are no quadrupeds on the ifland.

Captain Wiifon was exceedingly anxious to

keep them ignorant of the nature and ufe of fire-

arms ; but one of them accidentally picking up a
fmall leaden bullet, furprifed at? its weight, ex-

amined the Mialay about it, whd reque^d one of
the muikets to explain its ufe and effe^. : They
feemed very delirous tha<i one of tWe Englilh

Ihould go with them in thetr canois to their

king, that he might fee what fort of people they

were. Every one agreed that this ftep would be?

advifable } but. as diffiouUioS atofe concerning^

who the perfon mould be that (hould venture him^:

felf, the captain requefted hi9 brother, Mr. Mat-
thias Wiifon to undertake the office,,who readily>

confented } and ahout noon one of the canoes left

the harbour, having Mr. Wiifon with themi The
other canoe, with four perfon^, among whom was;

Raa Kook,, the elder of the king's brothers, and^

who was alfo general of his armies, remained
with the EngliOi of their own aooor^ aotil the
eanoc returned with Mr. Wiifon.

Th«



VrXL-SOV's TOYAct. 1$

. The captain dire^d bis brother to acquaint

the king who they werej to relate to him, as

•well as he could, iht naJturc of their misfortune j

to folicit his frientdlftiip and protection, and per-

miirion to build a veffcl to carry .them back to

their own country. He adfo fent a prefent by him
to the king,ofa froall remnant ofbWbroad cloth,

acanifterof tea, another of fugan-candyy and a
jar of ruik. The laft article was added at the

particulat rcqueft of the king's two brothers.

. During the abfence of Matthias Wilfon, ihcf

had an opportunity of getting more intimately

acquainted with Raa Kook, whom they found a
Imoft amiable cbara^er indeed. Obferving i

piece of polifhed bone around his wrvA, they took

occaiion to enquire into the meaning of it. He
infprmed them, it was axmark of great difi;in6Kon,

conferred only on the blood royals and principal

oflScers of iiate ; and that be enjoyed it as being

the king's bFotberaod cominanderizi chief of the

forces both by fea and land. JR^aa -Kook's friend*

ihip was thereifore cultivated with a^ imaginable
eifiduit^ and he, in rettim, ihewed himielf at-^

tached to them by a moft attentive politenefs

;

he imitated them in'dl their adions,and on every

fNTcaiion ihewed ^lem how high an opinion he
had formed of tliem. The Malay on his iirit ar-

rival had requeued to be indulged with a jacket
jandtrowfers, w^hich were readily granted, and an
jtmiform coat with'trowfers were at the fame time
given to Raa Kdok, wbo pot them on, but was
Joon wearied of them, as he found them cumber-
fome. He examined into the moft minute ac«
lions, and was srt^no little pains to learn from the
Gook the method of blowing up the fire with a
lidlows, :

Ca In
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In the morning of the fourteenth, two co'n'oet

arrived, in which were Arra Kooker, the king*g

other brother, and one of the king's fons. They
informed Captain Wilfon that his brother was on
his way back ; but that the canoe in which he
was, could not make fo much fpeed againd the

wind as theirs, which occafioned tlie delay. The
king, by their meanti offered them a hearty wel-
come to his territories, and allured them of his

friendlhip and protedion ; he alfo defired them to

build a vefTel in any part of the ifland they in«

clined, and that he and his fubjeds would, will-

ingly afford them every afliftance in their power.
Raa Kook then took his nephew and introduced

him particularly to the captain and his officers, and
conduced him round the cove, explained every

thing agreeable to the information he himfelf had
jufl: received, and feemed mightily pleafed with
his friend's aftonifliment. This young man was
very well made, but had a flit in his nofe, probably

the confequence ofa wound in battle, or a fcrophu-

lous taint which was common among the natives.

In the forenoon two boats were difpatched to the

wreck. They found a number of the natives, in

about twenty canoes, bufied in examining the

veifel ; thefe Raa KoOk foon difpatched, and on
this, as well as on every occalion, did every thing

in his power to convince the Englilh of his pro-

tedion and friendfliip.

Meantime the people were highly entertained

with Arra Kooker, who proved to be a moft fa-

cetious entertaining man j poflfeliing uncommon
talents for mimickry and humour. Hedefcribed,

by many diverting figns, the terror of Matthias

Wilfon while at Pelew j who it feems had been
under very great apprehenfion. But they were

aU
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til reyired -with bis appearance, and the account

he gave them of his embafly, to the following ef-

F ftCt:
" On the approach of the canoe in which I

went to the ifland where the king lives, a vaft

concourfe of the natives ran out of their houfes to

ice me come on ihore. The king's brother took

me by the hand, and led me up to the town,

where a mat was fpread for me, on a fquare pave-

ment, and I was direded to fit down on it. In,

a little time the king appeared, and beiilg pointed

-out to me by his brother, I rofe and made my
obeifance after the manner of eadern nations^ by
lifting my hands to my head, and betiding my
body forward} but he did not feem to pay any at-

tention to it. I then offered him the prefents

which my brother had fent by me, and he received

them in a very gracious manner. His brother

now talked a great deal to him, the purport of
which, as I conceived, was to acquaint him with
our dilader, and the number of us ; after which
the king ate fome of the fugar^candy, feemed to

reliih it, and difiribnted a little.of it to feveral of
his chiefs ; and then directed all the things to be
carried to his own houfe. Thia being done, he
ordered refrefhments to be brought for me.

*' A great crowd of the natives had by this time
furrounded me, who were curious and eager to

examine my clothes atid peribn. But as it began
to be dark, the king, his brother, myfelf, and fe-

deral others, retired iiito a large lioufe, where
fupper was brought in, coniidtng of yams boiled

whole, and others boiled and beaten together, as

we fometimes do potatoes. There were likewiie

fome ihell-filb; but I ccmld oot determine what
thcyVcrc. ;

C 3 «' I fpent
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** I fpent the next day in walking about the

ifland, and oblerving its produce, which coniiiled

chiefly of yams and cocoa-nuts j the former they

cultivate with great care, in large plantations,

which are all in fwampy, watery ground, fuch as

the rice fields in India. The cocoa trees grow
very near the houfes, as do alfo the beetle-nuts,

which they chew as tobacco."

Matters proceeding in this favourable train, the

captain, with great prudence, fuggefted the pro*

priety of ftaving the liquor calks on board the

wreck, lell either the natives or the mariners, by in-

dulging to excefs, might be thrown off their guard,

and give occalion to mifunderflandings. This
advice was inflantly complied with, and nothing
can give us a higher idea of the regular condu£t of

the crew, and the affedion they bore their com-
mander, than their readinefs in giving up their

favourite indulgence, which they did without a
murmur.

In a (hort time after this, the Englifb were in-

formed that the king was coming ; and in lefs

than an hour, they faw a great number of canoes

turning the point which formed the harbour. But
the king flopped as foon as he got within the bay>

and direded one fquadron of the canoes, >vhich

were all armed, to retire to the back of the ifland;

thinking, probably, that fo great a number of

armed people would create an alarm among the

ilrangers.
,

-

He then advanced with the reft in great form,

and with much parade, as far as the tide, which
was then low, would permitthem; audit was fig-

plfied to Captain \^^lfon, by the king's brothers*

that he ihouid theo go and meet him*

Accordinglyf
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Accordingly, two of his own people took him

lOn their ftiouldcrs, and carried him through the

water to the king's canoe, which he was requefted

to enter j- and he and the king, whole name was

Abba Thulle, embraced one another.

The captain then related the nature of their

misfortune to Abba Thulle, by means of the two

Malays, and repeated his requeft to be permitted

to buiW a velTel to carry them home; and the

king again, in a very courteous manner, ^ave his

permiiiion for them to build it, either where

they were, or at the ifland where he refided; but

recommended the latter j adding, that the ifland on

[which they had landed was unht*althy, which wai

the reafon it was not inhabited j and that he ap-

prehended they would be ill, when another wind
began to blow, which he faid would be in two
moons. The captain informed him, that they

jiad a perfon with them, whofe bufinefs it was to

cure difeafesj and that it would be very incon-

venient to them, if they removed farther from
the wreck of their veflel, becaule they could not

then procure from her, fuch things as they might
want, without much trouble apd lofs of time. To
thefe reafons the king aflented; and making iigns

that he wiftied to land, the captain was carried on
Ihore by his people, and Abba ThuUe, ftcpping

into the water, followed him.
On his landing, he looked about him with a

good deal of apparent fufpicion, which, however,
was foon removed. Raa Kook made up to him,
and a fail being fpread for him, agreeable to their

pra6lice, the chiefs of his company fat alfo dowrt,

forming a fquare;*and his other attendants, to this

ani^ount of about three hundred, inclofed them iti

a circle^ fquatting down at the fame time in fuch a
pofiticm,
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pofition, as that they could rife in a twinkling*

Captain Wilfoii offered him fome tea, which he
did not feem to relilh, and then made him a pro-

fen t of a piece of cloth, and fome ribbons, which
pleafed him very much. He was quite naked, as

well as his brothers, and without any bone on
his wrift, or other ornament. He carried a
hatchet of iron on his flioulder, which was fo

adapted to it, that it gave him no inconvenience.

Abba Thulle, the king, was introduced by
Captain V/ilfon to the officers and all his men ;

and upon being told that Mr. Benger was fecond
in command, he deiigned him theJiickaray ru-

pack, fuppoling Captain Wilfon to be the kii\if

of fome country j but when he was made to un-
derfland that he belonged to a mighty fovereign,

and that he was only his captain, he readily got
#iold cithe word captain, by which name he con-

ftantly faluted him afterwards, and Mr. Benger,

he called kickaray captain, as fecond in com-
mand.
The king then enquired for Captain Wilfon*s

badge of fupremacy, which put him to a.ftand.

Luckily Mr. Benger flipped his ring into his

hand, which being produced, and the manner of
wearing it fl^ewn, pleafed Abba Thulle not a
little, as it carried fome affinity ta their own
mark of dignity.

Raa Kook having, as before mentioned, exa-

mined every thing belonging to the Engliih very

minutely, took much pains in pointing them out

to the king
J
they went through the tents, in

which every thing furprifed them j nor did the

difference between the Chinefe and Englifh

efcape their notice. Raa Kook, at tjhe fame time«

gave his brother to underil;%nd, that thexe were
many
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many difFerent nations and claifes of mankind on

the earth j who were frequently at war with one

another, as he often was with his neighbouring

iflanders. Abba Thulle appeared to- defpife

the Chinefe exceedingly, becaufe they had no
muikets.

But nothing feeroed to ftrike Abba Thulle

>»rith more aftonifhment than the firearms, with

which Raa Kook endeavoured to make him ac-

quainted. He exprefled much anxiety to fee

them nfed, which Citptain Wilfon ordered im-
mediately to be done. He defired Mr. Benger
[to caufe the bailors to go through their exercife

[drawn up on the fea beach, being then low wa-
[tcr, while he explained their motions to the king,

[The itien went through various evolutions, with
'great readinefs, marching backwards and for-

I

wards, and concluded with three voUies, in diffe-^

I

rent pofitrons.
'

v

The aftonilhment and furprife of the natives,

ipn hearing the report of the muikets, is not eafily

[conceived j indeed, their hooting and hallooing

produced a noife little inferior to it. Captain

I

Wilfon judged it expedient to be guilty of a lit-

tle profufion of their powder, on this occafion,

in order to imprefs the minds of the natives with
iSL more eiilarged idea of the power of the Eng-
m(h 5 a defign which v/as fully anfwercd by it.

iBut ftill farther to fliew them the effeas of their

mrcarms, Mr. Benger ordered one of the live

[doves, which they had, to be let loofe, at which
je fired, and immediately brought it down, with

|a leg a!id a wing broken. This furnjflcd every
[thing in their eilimationj indeed, they now
rieemed to be loft in wonder and amazement.

Haa
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Raa Kook was, by this time, pretty well ac-

quainted with fuch articles as the Engliih had
about them, which he took great pains in point-

ing out to the king his brotlier j that which
feemed principally to draw their notice, v^s a
grind-ftone, which they turned round with great

latisfa€tion, obferving the eife£t it had upon
pieces of iron j they alfo examined the tents, and
the culinary utenfils. But the dogs were the

greated fund of entertainmeni: to them, with
whofe barking they were fo much delighted, that

they kept a continual uproar with them, and it

was found neceflary to confine them. The king i

examined tlie Englifl'i as to their provifions^ ana
was prclented with a piece of ham and a live

goofe which had been faved.

Abba ThuUe was vaftly pleafed with what he
had feen, and proppfed going away. This was
notified to his attendants by a loud ibriek from
one of liis officers, which gave not a little alarm

to the Engliih. It was inftantaneoufly obeyed,.

They all rulbed to their canoes with gjeat alar

crity, and tlie king, with the greater part of the

natives, took leave of them.

Raa Kook remained with the Englifh all night*

as did the king's fon, and a few of their attend-

ants. Captain Wilfon ordered two tents to be

pitched, one for the principal people, and the

other for the commonalty. He continued hira-

felf with Raa Kook and his party, after the guard
was fet for ibme hours. The natives in the dif-

tant tent, anxious to pay all attention to their

vifiters, prepared to fing a fong, according to

their country mode.

.

Their method of tuning their voices for this

purpofe, was attended with founds fo very ditro-
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wilt and har(h, that the Englifti thought they

'ere beginning their war-hoop, or giving a lig-

jal to the king, and thofe with hind, to attack

{hem. Imprefled with this idea, every man
feized his mulket and ran to the tent where Cap-

Jain Wilfon was, fuppoling him to be in the moft

iminent danger. But they were foon agree-

tbly undeceived, and attended to the fong, which
Vas conduced in the following manner. A
shief gave out the line, which a company next

lim took up und completed the verfe. The laft

ine they repeated, and it was taken up by the

text party, who alfb fung a verfe. They conti-

nued their fong fome tinic, and made figns for

people to repay them in kind^ which was
[one by a lad, named Cobbledick, to their great

itisfaftion. The manner of this kd's finging

ras afterwards mentioned to the king, who, upon
iearing him, was fo much pleafed, that he never

^ict with him afterwards, without defiring him
ling, which, of courfe, was complied with.

We come now to mention a circumi^ancC

^hich prefents thefe natives of Pelew in a light

lat could not have been preconceived'} a cir-

umftance which difcovers fuch nice feelings, a*^

the one hand, difplays human nature in a very

leafing attire, ill this her native drefs ; while,

the other, it rtiay put to the blufli enlightened
itions and individuals. The Englilh had no
^her means for again revifiting their native

)mes, but by conftru6ting a fmall fchoonerj
\d, for this purpofe, had only a few inftrument*
ived from the wreck. Thefe they carefully

>ncealed from the- natives, who had fliewn a
[atricular attachment to iron, and inftrumentit

ladc of that metal. Accidentally a chief had
, 3 obferved
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obferved where they were, and requeued a cut-

lafs from Captain Wilfon. The captain was loth

to part with it, but fearing worfe confequeoces

in cafe he refufed, thought it bed to give it. As
they went out of the tent, Raa Kook obferved it

with great difpleafure, took it from him^ and re-

turned it to Captain Wilfon.
In a few hours the Malay coming afhore^ told

the captain he had given great offence by offer-

ing a cutlafs to an inferior officer, and negleding
the king and his brothers. In order to make up
matters. Captain Wilfon thought it beft to pre-

fent each of the king's brothers with fome cloth

and ribbons, which were very coolly received—
they feemed to be unhappy. In the afternoon

the king came round from the back part of the

ifland, where he had fpent the night, and Cap-
tain Wilfon went out in the jolly-boat, with Tom
Jlofe, to meet him. Now Abba ThuUe, who had
been fo happy and pleafed the day before, ap-

peared with a gloomy referve, and the poor Eng-
liflimen trembled in anticipating the dreadful

effe6ts of his difpleafure, which they thought he
was meditating. But the real caufe of the un-
eaiinefs, which evidently depreffed them all, was
nothing more than a ftruggle in their own breafts,

how they fliould aik a favour from ftrangers al-

moft wholly in their own power, without having
the appearance of a command. This marks a

delicacy of mind, which ranks the natives of Pe-

lew high in refinement.

It appeared, a neighbouring nation had injured

them, and as they meant to attack them in battle

in a few days, they very juftly fgrefaw the advan-

tages which would arjie from the prefence of a

few of the £ngUih failor« with firearms. At
length,
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sngtli, with much evident confufion, Abba
liuUe hinted it to Captain Wilfon, who imme-

[iately affured him, he might at any time com-

laiid his men *, who were entirely at his fervice.

[o fooner was this anfwer notified by the inter-

[reter, than every countenance brightened up, and

)rdiality and happinefs were reftored. The king

amediately dubbed the captain « brother rupack,

[ntreated him to fend fome of his people to the

^art of the ifland where he lived, to carry him
whatever proviiions they needed, and concluded

dth afluring him, that the natives were entirely

It his fervice, to affift in conftru6ting their velfel,

any thing elle in their power.

He immediately retired to the oppoiite fide of

le ifland, promiling to return next morning for

le men. Nor was the happy fettlement of this

Iffair lefs agreeable to the Englilh than the na-

lives. The fear of having incurred the difplea'

[ure of thofe, whofe favour was fo neceflary, bad
liftreired them not a little j and each ftrove to

lew his zeal by wifliing to be felefted for the

5xpedition propofed, At lafl five young men
^ere chofen and properly equipped. They were
leaded by Mr. Cummin, the third mate.

Meanwhile every preparation was made to

)uild a fchooner, in which they might return to

^/hinaj and the alacrity every perfon Ihewed to

fend his aflifiance in this important bufinefs, was
m earneft of their future fuccefs. Mtiny necef-

faries were recovered from the wreck, and trees

were felled to fupply the reft.'

* Ni)thing but the peculiarity of Captain Wilfon*s fituation,

kould juiTify him in joining in hostilities againlt a people who
nad done him ho wrong ; but circuniltances lAfluence the beft

}f us.

Vol.. IX. On
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On the 25th, the five Englifh warriors return-

ed in fafety, after acquitting themfelves to thef

fatisfa6tion of the king, and putting his enemies
to flight by the eiFe6t and terror of tTieir firearms,!

For this fervice, the liland of Oroolong, where
^

they then relided, was gVen to the Englifh bf!

Abba ThuUe.
On the 3lft of Auguft, Captain W'lfon paid a|

vifit to Pelew. Mr. Devis, Mr. Sharp, and Harry
|

Wilfon, accompanied tlie captain on thisvilit.'

The Englifh went in their jolly-boat, attended by
|

Baa Kook, and other natives, in a canoe.

About one o'clock they reached Pelew, fired fix

mufkets, and fixed their colours in the ground,

at the end of the caufeway where they landed.

Eaa Kook conducted them to a houfe, where they

waited the arrival of Abba Thulle. Meantime
the natives thronged into the houfe to have ai

view of the Englifh^ bringing along with them

!

various refrefhments and fweet-meats. In a little

it was notified that the king was at hand, when,
notwithftanding the multitude then prefent, th«

greateft filence prevailed. On his arrival, Cap-
tain Wilfon embraced him as at firft meeting,

and prefented him with a few trinkets, which
were very agreeably received.

Abba Thulb now propofed to conduft them to

the town, which is about a quarter of a mile from

the landing place, where they were. The Eng-
lifh, in order to alfume fome little formalit'

%

carried their colours before them. They pafTed

through a wood, and then came to a fine pave-

ment or caufeway. There are large broad ftones

laid in the middle for the eafe of walking, and

lefTer ones on the fides. This led them to the

town, where they were conducted to a large

fquare pavement^ furrounded by houfes. In the I

cetitre
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;ntre ftood a larger houfe than the reft, which

ras allotted to the Englilh for their accommoda-

)n. In it there was a number of women, of

[fuperior rank, being wives to the rupacks, or

rincipal officers of ftate, who received them very

)litely, and prefented them with cocoa-nuts and
^eet drink, of which all partook.

In a little the king, after a fui table apology to

Japtain Wilfon, retired to bathe, and a melfage

ras fent from the queen, expreffing a wiih to be
ivoured with 'the company of the Engliili at her

bufe. Thither they all repaired, and werefeat-

in a little iquare before the houfe. It appear-

that this lady was the principal wife of Abba
fhulle, and great attention was paid to her by
11. The king refided almoft conftantly at her

ioufe. She appeared at the window, and) by
leans of Raa Kook, examined into the various

;culiarities in the appearance of the Englilh
^hich ftruck her. She fent them a broiled pi*

son, which is the greatcft rarity the ifland pro*

ices, and is held in the higheft cftimation. It

unlawful for any but rupacks and tlieir wives
tafte them.

After fatisfying her curiofity, they were con*
iuded by the general to his houfe, where they
let with a moft gracious reception, and had an
Opportunity of obferving the benevolent heart of
his worthy man in domeftic life. In his houfe
Jiey were treated with the greateft kindncfs, and
nth the moft expreffive tokens of real welcomej
mt what particularly warmed their hearts on this

)cca(ion, was the endearing behaviour of Raa
look to his wife and children. Thefe laft he

fondled on his kuees, and carefted with all the
genuine marks of parental afFeaion. The night
;iog now pretty far advanced, they retired to

D2 their
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their honfe, where their friend the general (pared

no pains to render their accommodation comfort-
able. He procured plenty of mats for them to

fleep on, kmdled fires to defend them from the

mofqttrtoes and damps, and ordered fome of his

own men to fleep at. the oth«r end to protect them
from any of the natives, who might be led to dif-

turb them from motives of curiofity. Next morn-
ing they were attended, as ufual, by Raa Kook,
and after walking about for fome time, were or-

dered to attend the king to breakfaft in the queen's

houfe, where they had been the day before.

They were received with a peculiar etiquette,

which was never afterwards pra6tifed. The houfe

was all in one apartment ; at the one end of which
hung a fcreen of mats, which, when drawn up,

difcovered the king and queen feated. They
breakfafted on yams and fiHi very agreeably. Af-
ter breakfaft Mr. Sharp, the furgeon, accompani-

ed by Mr. Devis, fet out to vifit a child of Arra
Kook's, which was fick. His houfe was about

three miles diftant. This gave them an oppor-

tunity of examining the country, which they had
.not before done. This vifit was very acceptable,

and the rupack thought he could not fuflficiently

repay them. Mr. Sharp examined the child's

body, which was almoft covered with ulcers, but

could not prefcribe any thing, having no medi-

cines. He approved of the mode of cure they

had adopted, which was chiefly fomentation.

Arra Kook then laded feveral fervants with pro-

vifions, ScC, in baikets, to be fent to the boats,

and affured them, when they left the ifland, they

Ihould have his whole rooft of tame pigeons.

This, by the way, was the greateft compliment

he could oifTer them, in his eftimation ; and fuf-

lficiently fhews the uncommon gratitude with

"V which
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Fhich his bofom was warmed.—Indeed, thp

readers will, on many occalions, have anticipated

le remark, that the finer feelings and virtues

rhich adorn humanity, flione in thefe natives in

\o common degree. They returned to Captain

'^ilfon, at Peiew, the fame evening.

The requell which had been previouily hinted

iy the king, was now formally made to Captain

llfon, by defire of a council of rupacks, that he
rould allow them ten men to accompany them
^o a fecond engagement at Artingall ; which was
noil readily complied with. Captain Wilfon
lentioned, at the fame time, that it would be
|bliging were the men detained as ihort time ag

>lhble, not to hinder the progrefs of their

ihooner. To this Abba Thulle moft engaging-
replied, " That it was not his wifli to detain

fhem longer than was abfolutely neceflary, but
iftcr doing him fo much fervice, he behoved to

teep them a day or two to rejoice with him.'*

^he council had met in the forenoon on this bu-
inefs. Every rupack, or chief, was feated on a
lone, that for the king being higher than the reft,

^nd difputed from fide to fide as it happened,
dthout any regular order of fpeakers. It ap-
)eared that every thing was decided by a niajori-

r, fo that tlieir government bears no fmall afii^*

^ity to our own.
The remainder of the time the Engliih fpent
Pelew, was very agreeably employed. One

lay, when in company with a grqat number of
pe natives, Mr. Devis, who was an excellent
(raughtfman, took out his pencil, and was bufily
^mployed in taking the likenefs of a woman who
Irew his attention. The lady obferving him, and
-^norant of his int^^on^ retired in great confu*
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iion. A chief befide him, noticing the drawing;
was greatly pleafed, and Ihewed it to the king,

who immediately ordered two women to come
forward and ftand in a proper poiition for Mr.
Devis to take their likenefs. Mr. Devis foon fi-

nifhed his Iketches and prefented them to the

king, who was highly entertained, and calling

the women, Ihewed them their portraits, with
which they were much pleafed. Abba Thulle
defired Mr. .Devis to give him his pencil and
paper, on which he fcratched a few figures, very

rudely, hut fufficiently to (hew his conception of

what had been done. So that while he thus dif-

played his own inferiority to the artift, he, at the

lame time, gave evident proofs of the fenfehe
had of it, and his wilhes to poflefs thefe qualifi-

cations which fo pleafed him.

Captain Wilfon and his companions were car-

ried to fee their method of building canoes, and
obferved fome canoes which were juft^returned

from a ikirmifli, in which they had piroved viQ:o-

rious. They had captured a canoe, which was
confidered as great a trophy as a firft rate man of

war would be in Britain. On this occafion the

Englifli had an opportunity of obferving their

method of celebrating fuch exploits, or keeping

a day of feftivity. There was a great feafl: pre-

pared for the warriors, previous to which they

danced in the following manner: they ornament-

ed themfelves with plantain leaves, nicely paired

.into ftripes, like our ribbons, -which, being of a

yellowiih colour, had a good eflfe^t on their dark
j

ikins; then forming themfelves iiito circles, one
|

within another, an elderly perfon began a {otig,

or long fentence, and on his coming to the end of
j% all the dancersjoiaed in concert^ dancing aloug



WIL80NS VOYAGE. »1

at the fame time j then a new fentence was pro-

Inounced and danced to, which continued till

jvery one had lung, and his verlc had been danc-

led to.

Their manner ofdancing does not confift fomuch
)f capering and leaping, or other feats of agility,

IS a certain method of reclining their bodies, and
[yet preferring their balance. During the dance,

,

Ifweet drink was handed about, and when it wag •

[finilhed an elegant fnpper was brought in. •—
Mr.. Sharp carried Captain Wilfon, one after-

[nooti, to fer. his favourite Arra Kook, who re-

:eived them with^reat joy, and entertained them
rery kindly. They went through many planta-

tions on their way, and were much furpriied to

ind the country fo highly cultivated. They ob-

ferved a tree, named by the natives ri'a'mall,

[which the Engliili fuppofed to be a fpecics of the

[bread-fruit. After enjoying plentifully this good
[man's bounty, they returned to Pelew, highly de*

lighted with their agreeable excurfion. In the
[courfe of fuch obfervations as they had an oppor-»

Itunity of making, they found the employment of
[the men generally to-be making darts, hewing
tree's, and building canoes, while the womeri
looked after the yams, wrought the mats and
Ibaikets, nurfed their children,- and drefled the
|vi£tuals. T*

On Thurfday the 4th of September they left

IPelew, loaded with prefents, and amidll: thelpud
pcclamations of a vaft number of the natives.

iThey arrived fafe at the cove about nineiin the
1 evening, and found all their companions well,
and proceeding in their work with the utmoft
alacrity. The captain immediately informed them
of the vequeA the natives had made fgr ten men,

and
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and every ooe was again anxious to be of the
party. At length they were determined upon,
and ordered to be in readinefs on a call from the

king.

. Soon after his majedy paid them another vilit

at Oroolong, and after infpeding the progrefs

they made in their velTel, which delighted him
greatly, he returned with the defired reinforce-

ment of ten Englifhmen.
As the king had fome days before fent infor-

mation to Artingall of hispropofed attack, which
is cuflomary here, and at the fame time terms of

peace, he now ordered a canoe, with four men
in it, to proceed to the idand, and enquire whe?
ther they were to fubmit or to fight.

The meifengers foon returned, informing that

they refufed the terms offered them. Immediately
Abba Thulle ordered the conch to be founded,

and waved his chinam dick in the air> the iignal

for forming the line ofbattle.
Meantime the enemy colle£ted their canoes,

but kept clofe by the fhore, {hewing an evident

diiinclination to come to battle.

Abba Thulle had dreifed himfelf in the fcarlet

coat which Captain Wilfon had given him, and
kept one of theEnglilhmen in his canoe. The
other nine were difperfed through the fleet in

nine different canoes, armed with mulkets, cut-

laifes, bayonets, and pidols.

Finding the enemy would not advance, and
their prelent lituation being very unfavourable

for the attack, the king ordered a party of ca-

noes to go round a neck of high land, and lie

there concealed. He then ordered the remainder

to exdiange a few darts in their prefent poiition,

and retreat with apparent precipitancy y by thefe

means
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leans he expefted to draw t he enemy from their

lores, and the concealed Iquadron could then

tet betwixt them and the land, and thus hem
lem in on all hands.

He difiKitched his orders with great readinefs,

W means of feme very fwift failing canoes, which

[ut the water wijh aftonifliing velocity. His

kratagem took cffed as he wi(hed. The enemy
iflied out to purfue the apparent fugitives, and
le canoes coming round the high land, furround-

kd them on all fides. Thofe who flfd now turn-

ed about, and, by means of the firearms, threw
je enemy into terror and confufion. The noife

the mulkets, their friends dropping they knew
)t how, and the triumphant ihout which the

itives of Pelew fet up, totally difcomfited them.
I'hey retreated with precipitation, rufhed through
le canoes that were betwixt them and the land;

there- were but few of them, and by that

leans all efcaped but fix canoes, and nine natives

^ho were captured. The victory was, however,
)nfidered as very complete. It is very feldom
hat any canoes are taken, and two or three pri-

)ners are generally the greateft number. The
fead bodies are carefully carried off 'the field of
Rattle, left they Ihould fall into the hands of the
)nquerors to expofe them. It grieves us to be
)liged to fay, that the prifoners are conftantly

ilpatched. This is the only trait of inhumani-
that difgraces a people otherwife mild and

;ntle.

A little before this engagement, Mr. Sharp
ras requefted by Raa Kook,.to go along with him
Pelew, to ini'peft his fon's foot, which was

rciy dangeroufly hurt by a fpear, which having
[unk deep into the flefh, was broke off in attempt-

ing



34 \VILSONS VOYAGE.

m

i|

ing to pull it out j and the barb of tlie fpcar, hav-
ing got in among (he fmall bones, they could not
extract it. Meantime, his foot fwelled amazingly,
to the great dilh'cfs of the young maq. One of

the natives, reputed among them as a man of
ikill, began to cut away the flefli. But, after

mangling his foot in a terrible manner, he was
obliged to defift, as the elfuiion of blood became
fo great that he could not continue the operation.

They, therefore, had recourfe to their fomenta-
tion, of which Mr. Sharp much approved, and
delired it to be continued till he faw him* which
he could not propofe at that tiaie, three of the

9h\e& men being fick.

Mr. Sharp's account of his excurlion to fee

him fome time after is as follows:

Immediately on his landing, he. went directly

%o bis father's houfe, who met him with vifible

diHrefs in his countenance.

, Mr. Sharp ^acquainted him, that he was come
to fee faisfon, and had brought fuch inHruments
with him as would enable him, he hoped, to ad-

minifter relief. He fmiled approbation, and con-

ducted him to his houfe, where Abba Thulle and
icveral of the principle people were aflembled.

After paying his refpeds to them, Mr. Sharp

was informed, that during Raa Kook's day at

Oroolong, th€ fwelling had fubfided by means of

tlic foo^entation, and they had forced the fpear

through his foot, as the only method of extract-

ing it. At this time, the whole army was fetting

out on f third expedition, which the young man
hearing, could net bear the thoughts of being ab-

fent from. He therefore infifted upon being car-

lied to his canoe, whe«*e, though be could not ftand

on his feet to fights he could raife himfelf fo mi)ch

up
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irdon to fee

ip as to throw a fpear. He, therefore, went along,

md very early in the engagement fell a facrifice

to his magnanimity j a fpear entering through

his throat, occafiohed his immediate death. It

is impoflible to pafs over in filence the unhappy

Tate of this gallant youth. A fpirit more truly

leroic, hiflory has not left on record j nor need

re hefitate to fay, that there was more real valour

iifplayed in this a6tion, which accident only hat

)rought on record, than in many feats which
lave attra6ted the admiration of ages. Succefi

igain crowned the natives of Pelew, by the affift-

fnce of the Englifli, though the enemy behaved
^ith great refolution.

Soon after, Raa Kook deiired Mr. Sharp and
le boatfwain to accompany him to the Water

pde, where two canoes were waiting, into which
pey went, accompanied by about twenty rupacks,
rhom they had not formerly feen, as they belong-

ed to another iilaild, though friendly to Abba
?hulle. Mr. Sharp knew not whither they were
foing, but fuffered himfelf to be conducted by
lis friend. They land;.d upon an ifland about
four miles diftant from Pelew. They went a
[ittleway up into the iiland, to a fmall, uninha>
nttd village, where there were four or five

^oufes, furrounded by a neat pavement.
After refting about an hour here, they fet for**

rard to a town about h^lf a mile diilant, where a
[reat many people of both fexes were affembled,
id an entertainnient prepared. Immediately

ffter this the women retired j and foon after

leir attention was drawn to the found ofdriftrcfs
ind weeping at a little diftancej the voices appear*

M to be principally thofe of women. Raa Kook
mmcdiately led Mr, Sharp from the compair/

10
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to the place whence the noife proceeded. They
found a great multitude of women attending a

dead corpi'e, which was neatly wrapped in a mat,

and fupported by four men. They kept up a

conflant lamentation, and were juft about to lay

it down, when the ftrangers joined them. The
body was immediately depolited in the grave

without any ceremony, while the men who had
borne it on their ihoulders, proceeded to cover it

quickly with the dull. The women then kneeled

down, and their cries increafed fo much, that

they appeared as if they were anxious to tear up
the very body again whi^h had been juft bu-

ried.

A heavy fliower of rain obliged Mr. Sharp to

leave this intcrefting fcene to feek Ihelter, but

be never could learn the caufe of Raa ,Kook's

iehaviour on this occalion j as, notwithftanding I

the uncommon regard he had for his late fon,

whofe body they were convinced it was, he pre-

ferved the molt profound filence on the fubjed;

nor did he appear particuVirly interefted. The
inoft probable conjedure tliey could form was,

that he coniidei:ed it to, be below that dignity of

mind, which he, on all occafious, wiihed to flip-

port, to appear concerned on an occafion which

generally produces thofe feelings that betray what ^

they confider as human weaknels.

The night proved ver}*^ llormy, fo" they could

not return to relew, but fpent the evening with

Raa Kook. In the morning Raa Kook carried |
Mr. Sharp and the boatfwain to a little hut con-

tiguous to the place where his fon had been bu-

ried. Here they found only an old woman, toj

whom the general ipoke for fome tinie. ,
She

tken went out> but returned in a little/ )»rlnging

Ll • Willi
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/ith her two old cocoa-nuts, fonie red ochre,

md a bundle of betel-nut with the leaves. He
)ok the cocoa-nuts and crofled them with the

jhre, placing them one on each lide by him j

[fter which he repeated romething to himfelf,

rhich they fuppofed to be a prayer. He then

relied the betel-nut in the fame manner, and

It mufing over it a little, when he gave them to

le woman, who carried them out, as Mr. Sharp

ippofed, to the grave j he wilhed to follow her,

iut as Raa Kook appeared under great agitation,

ind npt inclined to rife, he did not leave him,

|or enquire farther.

Mr. Sharp entertained his friends with the in-

^e6tion of his watch and furgical inftruments,

fith which they were greatly pleafed, as well as

rith the defcription he gave them of the mode
performing various operations.

Their countrymen they had left it Pelewwere
great diftrefs about their abfehce. They had

;en witneffes to the funeral of another young
ian, who had been flain in the fame battle.

ks they were accidentally ftraggling through the

slds, about two miles from Peiew, they obferved

great number of the natives going towards a
illage, with Abba ThuUe at their head. They

le to a large pavement, where the king was
bated, and a great crowd furrounded him. Thofe
Iho bore the corpfe, moved llowly on before the

]ng, who addrelfed them in a fpeech, probably
^capitulating the qualifications of the deceafed.

This eulogium he delivered with great folem-*

ity } and the refpedful filence of all around him,
Ided a degree of affefting grandeur to the fcene.

phe body was then carried to the grave, attend-
' by women only, and t'nther Mr. Matthias Wll-
VoL. IX. R foa



if'

3iB WltSON's VOYAGE.

fon followed. He obferved an aged wdinan get*

ting out of the new-made grave, whom he fuppol-

•ed to be the mother or fome near relation of the

deceafed, who had been examining if every thing

was properly prepared to her mind.

The laft offices they always commit to the wo-
men, as the men who are nearly interefted, or

relations, might be led to difcover fome exterior

marks of grief, which they conlider as derogato-

ry to the dignity of manhood, immediately on

the body being laid in the grave, the women fet

up loud lamentations, as in the cafeof Raa Kook's

fon, and Mr. Wilfon left them.

Their graves are made in the fame manner as

in Europe. Some have a flat Hone laid horizon-

tally on the grave, to prevent any perfon from
trampling upon it. They have alfo particular

fpots of ground fet apart for the purpofe of bury-

ing their dead.

It exceeds our limits to relate all the various

turns which took place during the contefts be-

tween the natives of Pelew and thofe of Artin-

gall. Suffice it to fay, that Captain WilfOH lent

every aid to his friends, and obtained and de-

ferved their efteem. Soon after his return to

Oroolong, he found it neceffary to ufe difcipline.

During his abfence, the cook had milbehaved
exceedingly, appropriating a great part of the

Imall portion of meat they were allowed, to him-
felf.and his afliftant.

As it was requiiite, in their prefent fituation,

that the ftriftelt difcipline Ihould be exercifed,

Captain Wilfon, by a court martial, ordered him
a cobbing.

The native tendcrnefs of Raa KooVs difpoii-

tion^ who was prefent^ appeared eminently on

this
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\h{9 bccafibn. When he faw the man ftripped

to the waift, and his hands tied againft a tree to

:eep them extended, he entreated Captain Wil-

)n to pardon him : this, however, could not be

[ranted.

The punifliment of cobbing is infli6ied by a

thin flat piece of wood, like a battledore ; which,

Raa no iboner law exercifed, and the man bearing

it patiently, than he was reconciled, ftanding by

[and encouraging him all the time.

A Chinefe was alfo punilhed in the fame man-

ner, fpr woundingone of his countrymen with a

le. But he fet up fuch a hideous cry, that

Laa Kook was greatly entertained with his cow-

ardice, or rather delpifed him for his want of

fortitude.

The fchooner now was confiderably advanced 5

land every circumftance confpired to brightea

[their profpeas. On the 17th of Oftober, Abba
?hulle arrived with the agreeable news, that the

[chief minifter of Artingall had been at Pelew,

[with offers of peace, which had been concluded

[upon, to the great joy of Raa Kook, and the other

natives. Abba ThuUe brought his youngeft

[daughter with him, named Erre Befs, of whom
he appeared to be exceedingly fond. He con-

|du6ted her through all the cove, and explained

the ufe of every thing with much attention. Be-
ides her be alfo brought with him, on this vifit,

.ttdee, one of his wives j a very beautiful woman,
fyoung, and greatly fuperior to any they had hi-

itherto feen. Her genteel deportment and grace-

ful /lep, drew the attention of every beholder.

She had with her eight or ten females, who were
all efcorted by Raa Kook, and Ihewn the forge,

Ycflel, guns, teintSj and other curioHties, with

E 2 which
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which they were greatly furprifed. The king
had alfo brought Ibme of his artificers with him,
or tacklebys, as he called them, to obferve the
progrefs of the veflel, and the manner of work-
ing. He feemed peculiarly anxious that they
fliould pay attention to the fchooner, which all

ranks agreed in conlidering as the ne plus ultra

of human mechanifm.
After their curiofity had been fully fatisfied,

the captain prepared an entertainment for them
in the te^t, confiding principally of fiih, and
boiled rice, fweetened with molafles, of which
tjiey appeared very fond.

A. good deal of converfation took place on this

vifit, between the king and Captain Wilfon, on
various fubje6ts. Abba ThuUe acknowledged that

the Englilh mulkets had now procured him peace

with almoft all his neighbours j he at the fame
time requefted, that the captain would leave

ten mulkets with him when he left the ifiand.

This Captain Witfon told him would not be in

his power, as Britain was at prefent engaged in

war with feveral different nations, with whofe
veflfels they might fall in on their return home-
ward, and fo require defenfive weapons j but he
promifed him five, which greatly pleafed him.

Abba Thulle then enquired what quantity of

powder they had; but, obferving that Captain

Wilfon was not difpofed to anfwer him readily,

he very politely changed the fubje6fc.

The captain then defired he would affure his

neighbouring illanders, that the Englilh, deeply

fenlibleof the kind ufage they had received from
the inhabitants of Pelew, were determined to re-

turn very foon, in a much larger lliip, and with

s greater number of men, and fully avenge any
infult

%
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linfult that might be offered to the Pelewites,

[cither by the people of Artingall, or any other

liiland. . ^
,

Agreeable to a former promife of Captain Wil*

ion's, Abba ThuUe then informed him, he had

:omc, at this time, to get the guns from the

Teck, which fliould either be placed at OroO'

long or Pelew, as the Englifli pleafed.^ Captain

Willbn, having previoufly confulted his officers,

lelired him to take tTiem all to Pelew, except

me, which they might perhaps need in the

fchooner. Accordingly, next day, the king or-

lered fome of his people to go to the wreck in

/rder to remove them. Having no tackle, they

Found ita very dillicult job, and were forced to

fend for affiftance from their friends. The £ng-
Ijfhmen fpeedily lodged them in the canoes to

the furprife of the natives, who could not con-

:eive it poflible to handle thefe heavy pieces with
[fuch apparent eafe.

The king lodged at the back, of the ifland, car-

[rying with him all his attendants, that the En^lifti

[might be as little interrupted by them aspoQible«

'He had not been long there, when he feht for

Captain Wilfon, to ^ive him ten large fifh, part

I

of a quantity his people had taken. Of thefe he

j
would only receive four, which would fully ferve.

[all his people for fupper j and fuch is the nature

ipf the climate, that no filli will keep frefti above
pve or fix hours. The king then ordered the re-

[maining fix to be dreft for keeping, and fent to

[the cove in the morning. Their method of clean-^v

ing and dreffing them is as follows j the fifh i»

firil well cleaned^ waihed, and all the fcales taken
off

J then two flicks are placed lengthways of the
filh, itt oxder to keep it ftraight^ in the fame
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manner as (licks are placed acrofs falmon in this

country when kippering. It is then bound round
with broad plantain leaves, and fmoked over a

flow fire. In this ftate it will be eatable for at

leaft two days, though not very pleafant to thofe

unaccuftomed to luch a mode of preferving.

In the morning, the ears of the £ngli(h were
faluted with the noife of linging in the woods,
which proved to be Raa Kook and his attendants

coming acrofs the country, with the fix dried fiih.

This morning the king went to the wreck, and
returned tp the cove, and breakfafted on tea with
Captain Wilfon, three Artingall people being al-

fo of the party. After breakfaft, the ftrangers

were led through the works, and their furprife

was nothing inferior to any that had yet been
exprefled. The guns particularly interefted them,

as the means by which fo many of their coun-

trymen died, in a maimer then incomprehen-
fible.

In a few days they had a farther opportunity of

feeing the effefts of the mulkets, by Mr. Benger's

killing fome pigeons while on wingj they ran

to the carcafes, and examined them very atten-

tively, and, upon noticing the wounds, obferved,

it was with fuch holes as thefe their countrymen
died. On this occafion the Pelewites feemed to

exult a little over their neighbours, on the igno-

rance which they Ihewed of the ufe of firearms.

The people of Artingall, however, retained no
animofity on this account, but feemed quite hap-

py and at eafe. Thus thefe people, though fierce

in battle, as foon as peace is concluded, wifely

ff>rget the pafl. Happy would it be for more pb-

|1 (hed nations to iniitate them in this refpe£t

!

The

fe
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The veflel, being now nearly completed, a coo-

fultation was held, to fix on the fafell method of

launching her, which was agreed to be lay-ways.

They had neither pitch nor rolin to pay her with.

This want, neceffity, the mother of invention,

taught them to fupply by burning coral ftone in-

to lime J
then fifting it thoroughly, they mixed

it up with greafe, and found it an excellent fuc-

cedaneum.
Some time before this, Madan Blanchard, one

of the common failors, who had accompanied the

natives in their different expeditions, had ex-

prefled his delirc to fome of his comrades to be

left behind. At firft it was fuppofed he was not

in earned : but when the captain was apprifed of

his real inclination, he endeavoured to difluade

him from fuch an unaccountable ftep. Finding,

however, that no arguments could make any im-

preffion on his mind, or Ihake his refolution, he
determined to make a merit of necellity 5 and,

therefore, when Abba Thulle came down to

Oroolong, to attend the launching of the fchoo-

ner, he fignified to his majefty, that as a return

for the hofpitality with which the Engliih had
been treated, they would leave one of their com-
rades with him as a perpetual refidenter, who was
fully qualifed to manage the great guns and
other things, that were to be prefented to him at

their departure. The< idea was by no means
thrown awayj the king was gratified beyond
meafure.

This night Blanchard fpent with the king, and
Wcis well entertained. All the crew regret-

ted much to part with Blanchard. His agree-

able behaviour, made him regretted by all his

companions^ who loll no opportunity to ipeak in

^^i hii

}^
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his behalf to the natives. This refohitlon of his,

however, was inexjilicable ; as it is difiicult to

conjecture what motives could urge him to for-

fake that clafs of mankind, among whom he had
hitherto lived, and be feparated from them, per-

haps forever. As Abba Thulle, Raa Kook, and
the natives in general, conlidered his remaining
among them as a very great compliment, they
were refolved to render him happy ; and promif-

ed to make him a rupack, to give him two wives,

together with a houfe and plantions.

Blanchard was about twenty years of age, of
rather a grave turn, but poffelfing much native

humour. What rendered bis refolution the more
extraordinary was, its being known that he had
formed no particular attachment on the ifland j

but man often difplays fingular freaks, and per-

haps his real motives will ever be unknown. He
certainly was courageous in an eminent degree,

and no quality is more valued among the

natives. Unfortunately he could neither read

nor write; elfe, fhould fucceeding navigators

fall in with him, he might have been able to fur-

nilh memoirs which would have intcrefted every

admirer of fimple nature j and every heart of fen-

fibility will have an anxious defire to know the

fate of a man, who made himfelf a voluntary

reclufe from the reft of the world.

We come now to contemplate a fcene peculi-

arly interefting. Next morning the Englilh pro-

ceeded, before day-break, to make ready for the

launch j it need fcarcely be mentioned, that un-
common pains were taken to put every thing ii>

the raoft favourable train for getting the vefTel

afloat. About feven, the king- and attendants

were defijxd to be pr«reat^ and in a little time
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the fchooner was fafely launched, to the general

tjoy of every fpeftator, and. by Abba Thulle's de-

;lire, was named the Oroolong. Never was there

a more affedingly happy fcene.—Every eye leem-

!ed to fparkle with a luftre borrowed for the oc-

Icaiion.—Every countenance looked animating

I joy and heartfelt fatisfaftion 3 but few among
them could utter their feelings ; looks of congra-

tulation circulated around, while every one fhook

his neighbour's hand with warmeft fervor. Home,
wives, parents, children, friends—all— all feem-

ed as within grafp.—But defcription is unequal

to this taik. Let not, however, the behaviour

of their Pelew friends be forgotten. In their joy^

which was alfo unbounded, real philanthropy

was to be feen.—They faw, by this occurrence,

thofe friends whom they valued, about to leave

them J
thofe friends by whom they had been fo

much benefited, and from whom they had learn-

ed fo much.—But they faw them happy.—They
knew their whole comfort depended upon the

fuccefs of this event, and therefore their benevo-
lent hearts participated in the general joy.

After a very happy breakfaft indeed, they pro-

ceeded to carry every thing aboard, with all pof-

fible expedition, and in the afternoon, the flood

tide coming in, the Ihip was hauled into the ba-

fon, a deep place of four or five fathoms water

;

and, in the courfe of the day, they got on board
all the provifions and (lores, .fuch only excepted
as were to be given in prefents to the king ; and
in the morning took on board their anchors, ca-

bles, and other neceffaries, making bitts, ,and
fitting a rail acrofs the ftern of the veflel.

The weather and wind appearing favourable,

the captain informed Abba Thulle, that they

purpofed
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purpofed {ailing the next day. This very much
diftrclVed him j tor he had fent word to the neigh-

bouring rupacks, that the day following that now
mentioned by the captain, was the day the Engliih
meant to fail. In confequence of which they were
to come to Oroolong the next night, to furnilli

them with provifions, and bid them farewell.

This information determined the captain ftill

more to fet fail in the forenoon, as the number of

canoes to be expefted, would greatly incommode
them. He therefore apologized in the beft man-
ner he could to the king, who appeared greatly

difappointed. He then begged that the captain

and officers would dine with him and his bro*

thers on ihore. With this they cheerfully com-
plied, and after dinner, the king fignified his in-

tention of invefting the captain with the order

of the BONE, apd making him a rupack of the

firft rank. The captain exprclTed his acknow-
ledgments for the intended honour, when the

bone was drawn over his left hand, with great

folemnity, by the chief minifter and Raa Kook,
on which the whole aflembly teftified their joy.

The king, then addrefling the captain, told him
** that the bone lliould be rubbed bright every

day, and preferved as a tettimony of the rank he

held among themj that this mark of dignity

muft, on every occasion, be valiantly defended,

nor fufi'trt?d to be torn from his arm, but with the

lofs of life."

Our readers may perhaps fmile at this iimple

badge of dignity; but they fhould recollect, that

the objedt and the end are every \yhere the fame;

and that a ftar on the breaft, or a bone on the armi

\n themfelves are equally infignificant. All public

hongursf
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lonours hold out a prize to merit, and in thig

ight only Ihould they be regarded.

As a farther proof ofAbba Thulle's confidence,

le propofed intruding Captain Willbn with the

L^are of his fecoud fon, Prince Le Boo, whofe

|ffe6ting ftory will foon be recorded. The king's

)bjed in this, was to improve the young man in

the knowledge, which he faw the Englilh poflcfs

In an eminent degree, and to render him uftful

to his native country in future. Raa Kook alfo

folicited pcrmiflion to accompany themj but this

requeft was refufed by thq king, from very pru-

lential motives of policy.

Arra Kooker, who from the firft, fcemed to

jave fet his heart on the Newfoundland dog, fo

^al-mly importuned the captain for his favourite,

Rbac they could not reiift his folicitations. But
the general's intention was far otherwife employ-
id. He was already building a ihip in imagina-

[tion ; and, to realize his delign, wiihed them to

leave their launching ways, faying he would go to

[work on the fame place.

The king had laughed at the infignificance of

I

Arra Kooker's requeft of the dog ; but the fubje6t

of Ihip-building caught his mod ferious attention.

it was of nation:il importance, and of courfe de-

[biandcd the patronage of a good prince.

In the midft of their difcourfe, a battle on board
the fliip between two failors, called for the pre-
fence of the captain. The damage proved no
"greater than a bloody nofe, which being fettled,

Tr. VVilfon again returned. When the circum-
fftance was explained to the king, he obferved
that there were, no doubt, bad men in all coun-
[tries.

^efaiiifioa
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Permiffion was afked, and obtained> to hoift an
Englifli pendant on a tree near the cove, with an
inlcription as follows, on copper^ to be placed on
another tree adjacent

:

THE HONOURABLE
ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY'S SHIP,

THE ANTELOPE,
HENRY WILSON, COMMANDER,

WAS LOST UPON THE REEF NORTH OF THIS ISLAND,
IN THE NIGHT v

BETWEEN THE 9TH AND lOTH OF AUGUSTJ
WHO HERE BUILT A VESSEL,
AND SAILED FROM HENCE

THE XZTH OF NOVEMBER, xySs*

Captain Wilfon explained the purport of thif

infcription to Abba ThuUe, who was greatly

pleafed with it ; and, having explained it to his

people, he affured the Englifli, that it ihould

carefully ftand there in remembrance of their vi-

liters.

The converfatioii this day was principally con-

fined to ihe approaching feparation. *' When
you are gone," faid the king, " I much dread that

the Artingalls will redouble their attempts againft

me: and, deprived of your aid, I (hall probably

feel the effefts ofthat animofity they have always

had towards my people, and having no more the

Engliih to fupport me, I Ihall not be match for

them, unlefs you leave the few mulkets you pro-

mifed me.
The captain was quite fatisfied to comply with

the requell immediately j but moft of the officers,

who ftill had apprehenlions, were unwilling to

give up the arms till the laft moment. That un-

Iiicky fufpicion, of being detained, which had fo

ungcncrouily
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tingcr.eronfly taken poirellion of them, had been

lb rivetted in their minds, that it was not eafily

diflodged. It is neceffary, however, not to con-

demn our countrymen too haftily. They had
barn accuftomed to lee roguery fo generally, and
fo fcientilically pradifed, that diflruft and fufpi-

cion are naturally inftilled among the firlt princi-

ples of education j audit ';^'as not eafy for them
to conceive, that the fame fpecies Ihould be {o

"very different, even at oppofite quarters of the

globe; but here they faw the open, undifguifed

aftions of nature, knowing no deceit^ and dread-

ing none.

Abba ThuUe was too quick-fighted not to

obferve their diftruftj and it is not eafy to exprefs

the agitation which laboured in his bread, on find-

ing that doubts were harboured of his lincerity.

" Why," laid he, " iliould you diftruft me ? I

never refufed you my confidence. If my inten-^

tions had been hodile, you would have known it

long ago, being entirely in my power. But, on
the contrary, you have had my utmoft aflifiancc}

and yet, at the very laft, you fufped me of bad
defignsl"

The earneftnefs of his manner, fpoke his feel-

ings more than his words; nor need it be doubted,
that a little recolledion brought the blufli into

the countenances of thofe whom he addrelfed.

The man who had uniformly behaved w ith fucli

difinterefied, unfufpe6ting benevolence—the man
who freely committed his own fon to their care,

to be doubted within a few hours of their parting,
was a ftab, which the fenfibility of Abba Thullc
could not fnpport. The feverity and truth of his

reproach, and the noble dignity with which he
fui>ported himfelf, brought the daring thought,
Vpt. IX. F which
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which fome had entertained, of butchering him
and his brothers, to view, and gave a moft capti-

vating pi6ture of the mild, yet forcible triumph
of virtue.' They found themfelves guilty, and
faw evidently, that virtue will flourifii in what*
ever foil fhe is implanted. Without further hefi-

tation, they fent on board for all the arms that

could be fpared ; and on the boat's return, prefent*-

cd him with five mufkets, five cutlafles, more
than half a barrel of gunpowder, and flint and
ball in proportion. Once more harmony waa
reftorcd, and the generous AbbaThulle forgot, or
feemed to forget, their fufpicions.

The king's fecond fon, Lee Boo, arrived in the
evening from Pelew, under the care of his eldet

brother. Abba Thulle prefcnted him to the cap-
tain, and then to the officers. He advanced in

fo eafy and polite a manner, having much good
humour and forcible expreflion in his afpe6J:, that

every one was prepoflefled in his favour. As it

was now growing dark, title oflScers went on board,

leaving the captain behind, at the king's requeft.

Next day Mr. Wilfon informed them, that nei-

ther he, the king, nor the rupacks, enjoyed much
reft J the affectionate father employing the mo-
ments in giving advice to his fon, and in recom-
mending him to the care of the captain j not,

however, from the fmalleft fear that he would be

ill-treated : " I would wifh you," faid he, '* to

ihew my fon every thing that is'ufeful, and make
hira an Englifhman. The fine things he will fee

may probably induce him to flip away from yoa
in fearch of lefs confined gratification ; but I beg
that you will contrive to calm and fubdue the

raihnefs and impetuofity of his youth. I well

know^ from the dilfereat countries he muft pafs

I tlirough,

t'

m
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through, that he will be liable to dangers, and

even to difeafes that we never heard of, which may
kill him j but I alio know that death is the com-

mon lot J
and whether he dies with you, or at

Pelew, is of no moment. I know you are a man
of humanity i

and am, therefore, confident, that

if my fon be iick, you will look oh him with

kindnefs. But fhould that happen, which your

utmoft care cannot prevent, let it not deter you or

jour brotlier, or any of your countrymen from

returning, for I (hall rejoice at the fight."
' The captain 'Tured the king, that he nugbt

jreft fatisfied of r :;>re and affe^ion with which
his fon would l ' treated.—Before Mr. Wilfoa

came on board, he adraonifhed Blanchard (tuQ

Oian who had refolved to renounce his country)

as to his condu£t among the natives. He defired

him to be watchful of the arms and ammunition
that would be left behind, that they might de-

lend themfelves from their enemies. He begged
$im not to go uaked, like the natives, as it might
leifen his importance with them as an Engliihmany
and countenance an evident indecency 3 and that

he might have no excufe from the want of clothes,

all that could be fpared was left him; in order,

that if he accepted the king s offer of wives, he
inight be enabled to drefs them fomewhat after his

own cudom. The captain did not forget to en-
force on him the abfolute neceffity of continuing
his religious duties, and to be particular in keep-
ing Sunday. After this, he was requefted to elk
any favour that might tend to his future comfort;
on which he begged to have one of the (hip's

compaifes, and the mafls, fails, and oars, belong-
ing to the pinnace, which alfo was intended to be
left behind,

Fa Wednefday
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Wednefday morning early, an Engliili jack
was hoilled at the maft-head of the Oroolorig,

and a iwivel fired as a lignal for failing j which
being explained to the king, he ordered all the
provifions on board, which he had brought for

the voyage. A great number cfcanoes furround-

ed the velfel, loaded with prefents, fo that it was
with difficulty they could avoid being overftocked.
When juft ready for fea, a boat was fent on Ihore

for the captain, who then took Blanchard and the

men of the boat into a temporary hut that had
been erefted j and making them kneel, offered up
thankfgivings to that Power, who had fupported

their fainting fpirits through fo many hazards

and toils, and had at laft opened to them the door

of deliverance. He repeated his advice to Blan-

chard, earnellly begging him nol to forget his

religion.

When Lee Boo came to the watering-place,

there were fent with him three or four dozen ofa
very fine fruit, limilar to the Englifli apple. It is

of a fine crimfon colour, and oblong ihape. This
is a very rare fruit at Pelew, though there are

plenty of them in the different South Sea Iflands.

One of them was given to every oScer, and tho
remainder kept for Lee Boo.

About eight o'clock the captain went on board,

attended by Abba Thulle, Lee Boo, the rupacks,

and Blanchard. It being doubtful, as the veflTel

was heavily laden with J)rovifion, whether (he

would be able to get over the reef, it was refolved

to land the two fix pounders, and leave the jolly-

boat behind, as they had nothing wherewith to

repair her, and Ibe was almofl worn out. la her

room Abba Thulle was at great pains to procure

them a proper canoe.

/ 1 Captain
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Captaiu Wilfon had recommended Mr. Sharp^

the furgeon, to Lee Boo, as his fucalic, or friend,

and the young man ftuck-by him with the great-

eft attention, attending him to whatever part of >

the veflel he moved, as his Mentor on all occa-

fions. Blanchard now got into his pinnace, in

order to take the veflel in tow, and parted from

bis old fi^ip-mates with as much compofure, as if

they were to meet again after a ihort abfence.

He Ihook hands with them with the lame indif-

ference, as if they were to fail down the Thames
on a coalling voyage—a ftriking contraft fo what
followed

!

The veflel now proceeded towards the reef,

deeply laden with Abba Thulle's bounty, to a

degree of fuperfluity, and furrounded by great

numbers of the natives in their canoes, who had
every man brought his prefent, for their good
friends the Englees—What a luxurious flght to a

feeling heart I
—^I'here was no room for them, yet

every one exclaimed, " only this from me, only

this from me i" and, if refuted, ;hey repeated their

requefts with fupplicating countenances and tears

in their eyes. Indeed their generofity and aff^ec*

tion were fo urgent, that a few trifles from the

neareft of them were accepted ; while the others,

unable to bear the fecmingnegled, paddled ahead,

and put their little prelents into the pinnace.

Several canoes went before the veflel, to point

out the fafett track j and others were waiting at

the reef, to ihew them the deepeft water: from
all thefe precautions, which were direfiked by the

king, the reef was fortunately cleared without
9hy accident.

Tl^c king now. ijantu? along-fide, and gave Leo
Boo his bleiiring, which the youth rcceive4 with

Fa great
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great refpeft and tendernels. He next embraced
the captain, in much apparent dillrel«, and then
cordially ihook hands with all the officers, crj-

ing—** You are happy becaufe you are going
home, and J am happy becaufe you are fo j but
ftfjl very unhappy at your going away." Once
more renewing his aflurances of regard and 'good'

will, he left the vcifel, and went into his canoe.

The natives who were to return with the king,

looked up to the; veflel eagerly, with the mod ex*
prellive countenances, and half diflblved in tears.

This proof of delicate fenlibility, and of proved
affe6\ion, operated Co ftrongly on the fefelings of
all aboard, that it was with much difficulty they

fummoned refolution en6ugh to give three cheers

at their final departure. Raa Kook remained,

with a few of his attendants, to fee them out of
danger beyond the reef; but was fo highly de-

je6ted, that the veflel had gone a great way before

he thought of fumnioning his canoes to return.

As he had been their firft friend, the captain

gave him a braes of piflols, ^nd a cartouch-box
with cartridges; and the moment of feparation

being now come, he appearad fo much affisded,

that it was fome time before he could fpeak.

Pointing to his heart, he faid it was there he felt

the pain of bidding them adieu. He endeavour-
ed to converfe with Lee Boo, his nephew; but
being unable to proceed, he precipitately went
into the boat, and giving them an expreflive

glanfce, as if his mind was convulfed, he inftantly

dropped aftern; and thus terminated the connec-

tion with the natives of Pelew, after a refidence

among them from Sunday the 10th of Auguft,
i;83, to Wednefday the 12th of November, fol-

lowing. .
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It may not be unfeafonable, while the amiable

behaviour of thefe two refpe6table chara6ters,

Abba Thulle and Raa Kook, is frelh in the recol-

le6tion of the reader, to make a few r .eral ob-

fervations on their different chara6lers.

Never was a prince more formed to attraft and

retain the love and admiration of his fubje6ts, than

Abba Thulle; his appearance majeftic, he com-
manded with authority ; while his affability and

eafy accefs, rendered him almoft an obje6t of

adoration to all his fnbje6ts. In one of his coun-

cils, there was as much refped paid to his naked

unadorned perfon, as to an European potentate,

amidft all his trappings and pageantry, from the

furrounding fycophants. His nice honour, and
quick feeling were very difcernible on many
occafions ; never was there a reproof more deli-

cate, and yet more poignant, than what he gave
the Englifli, on occafion of the late atfair with
the mulkets. He was far from one of thofe

barmlefs nothings, who hurt nobody becaufe they

have not a fenle of injuries; while the warmth
and fenfibility of his heart, won the love of all

around him^ his dignity of manner, and proprie-

ty of conduct, taught them to approach him
with refpeft. He poffefled a contemplating*-

mind, and few obje6ts came within his obferva-

tion, without being attentively conlidered. The
profperity of his fubje6is, was the principal objeft

with him. It was this that led him to part with
his fon Lee Boo, whom he tenderly loved—for
this he was at fo much pains in examining every
thmg about the En glilh, that might be ferviceable

to his peopde—ia»«Sne, his whole attention was
engaged in forming and executing plans, for the

good of the nation and individuals. lu domedio
life
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life he (hone remarkably, and took a partictilar

charge of all his own relations; the mifbeha-
viour of his nephew, in an affair of fonoe im-
portance, feemed to give him the greateft pain

;

while, as the hufband and parent, his heart feetn-

ed awake to every finer ifeeling which adorns hu-
manity.

Accident only has made him acquainted with a
few of the reft of mankind ; and that accident he
confidered as the happieft of his lifej we may
perhaps never her^r of him again, but, judging
from what is already known, he may juftly be
confidered as otie of the be ft of men and of
kings.

His brother Raa Kook was a prince of *fo uni-

verfally engaging demeanour, and whofe every

a6tion expreifed fomething fo truly valuable, that

Englilhmen or natives equally admired him. He
was fo much a friend to the Englilh, that it may
be fufpedfced their account of him is partial;

therefore little Ihall here be faid, and that little

not exaggerated.

His natural temper was cheerful and pleafant,

though without that mimickry and humour for

which his brother Arra Kooker was remarkable

;

at the fame time be was far from averfe to a good
hearty laugh when a proper occafion offered. As
commander in chief, he »was beloved by them
all : he difpenfed his orders calmly and fmoothly,

but would not tolerate negleft. No man better

underiloed the neceflity of ftrid •difcipUne ; fo

that while he encouraged his inferiors to ufe all

becoming freedom with hjm, he kept them at

that proper diftance,which is the true key to cheerr

ful obedience. In principles of honour, he was

by no means inferior to hiii brother > and not only

; . wifhed
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wiihed that the Engliih ihould hold him in an ho-

nourable point of view, but all the nation j| thus

it was, that he could not bear the leaft idea of

pilfering among them, and if any thing was miff-

iijg, Raa Kook foon difcovered and puniflied the

delinquent. One day, a chief rupack fought a

cutlafs from Captain Wilfon in his hearing ; the

frown inllantly appeared, nor would he fulfer it

to be given him. He was exceedingly delicate

in receiving favours himfelf 5 and though, from
his particular difpofition in enquiring after caufeS

and effetts, many things about the Englifh were
highly prized by him, he was particularly atten-

tive, that nothing ihould betray any defire for

what he thought might not be proper to be given*

His deportment in his family was remarkably
pleafant, even to a degree which many in this age
of diliipation and ftoicifm might reckon lilly j

but let it be noticed, that though the liner feel-

ings ihone in the natives of Pelew, to a length

many in Britain would call effeminate—yet in

fatigue, pain, diftrefs, and death, they appeared
as heroes indeed.

Before we proceed to mention the future for-

tunes of our navigators, the following obfervations,

on the manners and cuftoms of thefe amiable
people, may not prove unacceptable.
As the Antelope was not a velfel fitted out far

^ifcovery, and furniflied with fcientific gentle-
mea, qualified for making many philofophic-ob-
feryations, the naturalift; or philofopher, muft
wait the iffue of more particular difcoveries and
enquiries. Men difirefled with the dread of perpe-
tual exile, and whofe attention was almoft wholly
occupied about their deliverance, were not the

perfgna
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perfons for tracing nature accurately lii her vari*

ous appearances aud effedbs.

The Pelew Iflands, or, as fome call them, thd
Palos Iflands, are lituated between 130 and 13^
deg. ofealt longitude from London, and between
5 and 9 deg. north latitude. They are loug bul
narrow, and of a moderate height, encircled on
the north by a reef of coral, of which no termina-
tion could be feen.

They are plentifully covered with wood of va^

rious kinds ; fuch as the cabbage tree, ebony, and
a fpecies of tlie manchineel, the fap of which*
when it touches the ikin, occafions an immediata
fwelling and bliftering. This tree they confidcr

as unlucky.

But their three moft remarkable trees, Europe-
ans are utter ilrangers to. One is a very hand-
fome tree, and upon boring a hole in it, a thick

fubftance like cream diftils from it. Another is

very like a cherry tree, in its manner of branch-

ing. It has a very thin cover, which is not pro*

perly a bark, being as clofe in the texture as the

inner wood, which is very. hard. None of tho

£ngliih tools could Aand to work it. In colour

4t is very like, though Aill prettier than mahcH
gany. The lafl is like an almond tree ; the na<t

tives call it carambolla. Betel-nuts, yams, cocoa*

nuts, and bread-fruit, are their ftaple article* of
livelihood, about which they are principally coo*

cerned ; and a few oranges, lemons, and the jam-
boo apple are their delicates. They have no
grain. The iflands are in general well cultivat-

ed, as the natives fpare no pains. All their la-

bour coniifts in fiihing and the cultivation ^of

their grounds. Every man had his own piece of

:, ground

<i
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ground fo long as he inclined to dwell there; but
it he Ifft it for another, it returned to the king,

as clrief proprietor, who bellowed it on the next
that applied for it. One thing was very difcerni-

ble, that every man had his own canoe^ which he
kept farred.

It has already been mentioned, that there are

no quadrupeds on tlie iiland, except rats. Birds

of diff^'f-rent kinds were obferved flying about,

fome of them very beautiful, but the greater part

of them are thofe which are known by the name
of tropic birds. Whether from their peculiar

kinds, or the echoing in the wood, is not eaflly

determined, but the Englifh were ready to think
their notes had a very peculiar melody. One, in

particular^ was uncommonly fweet ; but though
the found appeared quite at hand, none of thefe
fongfters could be feen.

But we muft not omit to mention, that the
Englifh have probably taught them a leflbn which
may be of great fervice to them. The iilands

abounded with common cocks and hens, which
the natives confidered as a very ufelefs animal,
and therefore took no pains about them, but left

them to wander wild through the woods. At
times they would have eaten their eggs, provided
they were to their tafte, that is, not frelb or late-
ly laid; but if containing an imperfe6t chicken,
they were delicious. They were now, however,
taught to eat the fleih of fowls, which they foon
found to be a very palatable food.
Few parts of the globe are fo well fupplied with

fllh of all kinds, particularly mullets, crabs, oyfters,
mufcles, &c. but the filh moft cfteemed among
them is the fliark, the greater part of which they
rcckoa Uelicious. Several kinds of ibell filh thejr

eat
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eat quite raw, in preference to clreiTed. The^
have few freih-water filli, as there are no rivers on
the iflands, only a few pools and fmall fprings.

They have no fait, and have little conception of
fauce or feafoning to any thing they eat. Some-
tlmt'fi they hoil both filh and vegetables in Ailt

water, but this was no improvement j but when
they cat any thing raw, they fquceze a little orange
or lemon juice upon it.

They rife early in the morning, and their firft

work is to bathe. There are particular places

appointed for this; and a man dares not approach
the women's bathing places, without previoufly

giving a particular halloo, of which, if no notice

is taken, he may proceed j but if they halloo in re-

turn, he mult ipimcdiately retire. They break-

fa ft about eight, and proceed to public bufinefs or

any other employment till noon, when they dine j

they fup about fun-fet, and very foon after retire

to reft.

The reader will have obferved frequent men-
tion is made of fweetmeats in this narrative, a

more particular account of which may be proper.

They had various forts. One was prepared by
fcraping the kernel ot the cocoa-nut into a pulp,

and then mixing it up with orange juice and fweet

drink. This fweet drink is a coinpofition of the

juice of fweet canes, which the illand produces

plentifully. This mixture they generally lim-

mered over a flow fire, which when warm they

made up into lumps. It foon turned fo hard that

a knife would fcarce cut it. This the EnglLfti

called choak-dog, but the natives called itwoolell.

Another fort is made up of the fruit of the tree

juft mentioned, like the almond tree; and on one

occafton they prefented Captain Wiifon with foms

2 li(juid
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!if|U!d fwcatmeats, whicli they prepare from a root

I'omewhat limilar to our turnips.

The natives are in general Itout, well made, and

athletic. JMany of them appeared to be uncom-

nionly llrong. They are
_
in general about the

niiddle lize, and univerfally of one tinge as tQ

icoloi^r, not wholly black, but of a very deep

copper colour. The men have their left ear

bored, and the women both. They wore a parr

ticular leaf, and at times an ornament of ihell in

the perforated car. Their nofes are alfo orna-

linented, by a flower or fweet ftirub, ftuck. through

[the cartilage between the noltrils. This cufton:^

[is not peculiar to Pelew, but is found in many
icalkrn nations, and probably proceeds from their

l^reat deli re for fweet fcents ; and though at lirft

jit appeared rather difagreeable, from want of ufe^

it is certainly a more pleafant and becoming re-

fi\ihment to the nofe, than the ufe of tobacco, ei-

ther in fubllance or in fnuff.

Their teeth are died black ; but the Engiifb
could never learn the method by which it was
done, nor farther, than that it was accompli Ihed
by means of fome herbs when young, and the

operation was very painful. The tatooing the

body is alfo done in youth, though not altogether
in childhood.

The only appearance of any thing like Orel's

[among thefe natives is in the female fex '/ho in
general wear a piece of mat, or the hulks of
[cocoa-nuts died, about nine oi ten inches deep,
[round their waift. Some t)f thefe aprons are
[very neatly made, and ornamented with a kind
of beads. Abba Thulle's daughter, Erre Befs, g^ve
Henry Wilfon a prefent of a very neat one to car-
|ry to his little lifter.

Vol. IX. G From
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From the moft attentive obfervations and en-

quiries the Englilh could make, they were able

to collect, that the inhabitants of Peiew believed

in one Supreme Being, and a future Hate of re-

wards and puniflimeuts, but had few religious

xites or ceremonies.

It was very clear that they had fome ftrong

fixed ideas of divination. When Lee Boo fet out

to fea, he was, for feveral days, uncommonly
fick ; and he then told Mr. Sharp, he was fure

his father and friends were very forry for him,

for they knew what he underwent. He was
alfo prepoffefled with the fame notion when
near his diifolution.

That they underftood the fpirit exifted after

death, Lee Boo declared, while he was in Bri-

tain. For when Captain Wilfon informed him,

that the intention of going to church was to re-

form men's lives, and that they might go to hea-

ven ; he replied, that, at Pelew, bad men ftay on
earth, and good men grow very beautiful, and
afcend into the iky.

One particular mode of divination was obferv-

ed, and conlidered to be peculiar to the king, as

none but he ufed it. They have a plant, not un-

like a bulrulh, by fplitting the leaves of which,

and applying them to the middle finger, he

judged of the fuccefs of any occurrence of mo-
ment. Before the firft expedition to Artingall,

it was noticed that the anfwcr was very favour-

able } but, when about to fail on the fecond, the

oracle did not appear altogether fo agreeable.

Abba Thulle, therefore, would not fufFer them to

enter their canoes, until he had twilled his leaves

m fuch a manher, as he thought they appeared

more favourable,
i • The
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The general chara6ter of thefe natives of Pe-

Icw is now pretty well imprinted on the reader's-

mind, a very few additional obfervations will

fviffice. Humanity is the prominent feature in

the pi6ture. The Engliih were caft upon their,

territories, in a ftate the moft belplefs that can
well be conceived J twenty-feven men, without
even common neeeflliries of life, entirely depend-
ent on their bounty j fed, fupported, aflifted in

their labours, and every thing done f(3r thena that

was in their power. Let us only for a moment
confider tb^ hourly bounty which was poured in

upon them, not of their ufelefs provender, but, as

the Engliih had many occafions to obferve, their

beft provifions were given to their ftrangers,

while many,, perhaps, were fcanty enough at

home. Only recoiled the parting fcehe. See
the crowding canoes holding out prefents, not
the diftant effc6ts of complaifance, but the warm
effufions of philanthropy I—Could oftentation,

pride, or the hope of retribution influence them ?

By no means. It was kindnefs to men they never
expeded to fee again.

Their natlVe politenefs was conftantly obferv-
able

; poflefling a degree of curioiity beyond any
of the South Sea natives. They never, knowing-
ly, intruded, when it was inconvenient. In
them it was evident that good manners are the
natural refult of good fenfe.

The attention paid by the men of Pelew to
their wives, is very uncommon in moft parts of
the world

; and gives a very amiable idea of their
domeftic' lives.

Their marriages feemed to confift in a ferious,
folemn contraft, without any formal ceremony

;

but they are ftriaiy faithful to one another, and
G2 • the
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the utmoft decency of behaviour is uniformly
fupported. A plurality of wives is allowed,

though they generally confine themfelves to two,

a rupack three, and the king five. They name
the children foon after they are born, without
any ceremony. One of Abba Thulle's wives bore

him a fon while the Englifh were there, which
he named Captain, in honour of Captain Wilfon.
They are far from being naturally lafcivious, and
the utmoll decency is preferved among them.
One of the Engliih, endeavouring to Ihew a

marked attention to a female, was rebuffed in a
manner that prevented any farther attempts.

They are, in general, an a6tive, laborious fet

of people, poffelnng the greateft refolution in

cafes of danger, patience under misfortunes, and,

refiffnation at their death.

Except a few rupacks» there was little fubor-

dination of rank ; confeqnently their employ-
ments were pretty much the fame. Fencing
their plantations, planting their yams, making
hatchets, building houfes and canoes, mending
and preparing filbing tackle, forming darts and
warlike weapons, with domeilic utenfils, and
burning chinam, may be faid to comprife the

whole routine of their avocations.

Thofe who had a particular turn for mechani-
cal operations, or any uncommon pieces of work,
they call tacklebysj it was to them the king
often gave particular orders to obferve the build-

inff of the fchooner. Idlenefs was tolerated in

none j the women were as laborious as the men,
and the king and rupacks were as much employ-
ed as any. Abba Thulle was the beft maker of
hatchets in the iiland ; and generally laboured

at them when difcngaged from aflTairs of fiate.

They
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They had no idea of unemployed time, and thcn;-

fore it is, that without the proper tools for finifli-

ing a line piece of work, practice had taught

thcfm> even with their coarfe implements, to ex-

ecute what a Britilh artift could not have con-

ceived pra6licable. Their mats, balkets, and or-

naments are fo curioufly wrought, that, when
their limple tools are confidered, the ingenuity is

more to be admired than much fuperior produc-

tions, executed under the advantages which Eu-
ropean mechanics enjoy. •

That equality of ftation which appeared evi-

dently among them, and ignorance of thofe lux-

uries which civilization introduces, proved no in-

con (iderable fources of their happinefs. The one
prevented that ambition which is often fo de-

ftractive to fociety, and the other thofe cares

which affluence awakens. In all the connection

which the Englifii had with them, robbery or

rapine was never named among them. Nature,
it is true, allowed them little, but that little they
enjoyed with content. Human nature fiere ihone
in moft ami-able colours. Men appeared as bre-

thren. Uninformed, and vmenlightened, they
grafped at nothing more than competency and
health. Linked together as in one common
caufe, they mutually fupported each other. Cour-
teous, affable, gentle, and humane, their little

llate was cemented in bonds of harmony.
Abba Thulle, the king, was the chief perfon

in the ftate, and all th6 homage of royalty was
accordingly paid to his perfon. He was fupreme
in the greater part of the illands which came
within the obfervation of the Englifli ; but Ar-
tingall, Pelelew, Emungs, and Emellegree, ap^
{>eared to be independent, though, fxow^a^y thing

G3 that
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that could be obferved or heard, their form of
government was fimilar.

The general mode of making obeifance to the

king, was by putting their hands behind them
and bowing towards the ground 5 and this cuftom
prevailed, not only when palling him in the ftreets

and fields, but when they pafled the houfe in

which they fuppofed him to be. His carriage and
demeanour was ftately and dignified, and he fup-

ported his ftation very becomingly. He devoted
the forenoon to public bufinefs, and decided every

matter of ftate by a council of rupacks. They
alfembled in a fquare pavement in the open air

j

the king being placed in the centre, on a ftone

of larger fize than thofe of the rupacks. They
fcemed to deliver their minds with freedom, as

matters occurred ; and the afTembly was diflblv-

ed by the king rifing up.

The afternoon was devoted to receiving peti-

tions, hearing requelts, and deciding controver-

fies. Thefe, it may eafily be fuppofed, feldom
occurred j for as their property was fmall and of

little value, and as there were no lawyers nor

their emiffaries to foment difputes, the proper

barriers of right and wrong were eafily defined.

Wrangles and fighting feldom happened, for

even a difpute between children was checked by
a fevere frown, and their impetuofity bridled.

When any real injury was done by any one to his

neighbour, it was a pleafing fight to fee how
juftice was adminiftered. Their laws were the

fimple didtates of confcience, as to right and
wrong, between man and man. No artful elo-

quence, or enticing words of wifdom, werd em-
ployed to malk vice under the cloak of virtue.

None of thefe fubterfuges could be employed,
ii ' whereby
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whereby fraud and oppreffion could be fcreened.

Oaths were unknown, and the iimple diftates of

tr'uth direaed the judge j nor were there any pu-

nifliments of a corporal kind. To be convict-

ed of injuring a neighbour, was to tKem more,

galling and difgracefal than any pillory yet in-

vented by BritiSi ingenuity.

Meflages were tranlmitted to the king withv

great ceremony. The meflenger never was ad-

mitted into the prefence, but delivered it to an.

inferior rupack, who reported the mefllige to th6

king, and brought his anfwer.

The general was next in authority to the king*

and a£ted for him in his abfence. He fummon-
ed the rupacks to attend when needed, and had
the chief command of ail the forces ; though it

was obferved, that in a6taal engagement, whert

the king was prefent, he himfelf took the lead.

The general was to fucceed the king in cafe

of his death, and on his demife, Arra Kooker

;

when the fovereignty would again revert to Abba
Thulle's eldeft fon, then to Lee Boo, and fo oni

The king had always an attendant, who, though
not fo high in, office as the general, was more
conftantly about his perfon. He was conlidered

as the principal rainifter, and a man cf judgment.
He never bore arms, nor went on the warlike
expeditions. It was remarked, that he had only

one wife, and never invited any of the Englilh to

his houfe.

The rupacks were very numerous, jind cohii-

dered in the fame light as the nobiHty are in!

Britain, They were of different orders. They
all attended the king on command, every one
bringing with him a certain number <of depei)-*

dautSi with their canoesi fpears^ and darts.
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The reader will be apt here to trace a iimili-

tude to the feudal fyftem j but as the knowledge
the Engliih acquired of thefe matters was very

fuperficial, nothing very conclufive can be afcer-

tained. Thefe, and many other matters, mull
be left for time to develope. All that can be
faid farther at prefent is, that, whatever was
their precife mode of government, it was won-
derfully adapted for the people.

C^'* All the illands appeared populous, but the num-
ber is not ealily conjectured. There were four

thoufand a6tive men in the expedition againft

their enemies j and it was evident, many more
were left at home, whofe fervice was not required.

The method they took for building houfes,

was very ingenious.. They raifed them three

feet frofti the ground, in order to prevent damp.
This fpace they filled up with folid (lone, and
overlaid it with thick planks as a floor. The
walls were built of wood, very clofely interwoven
with bamboos and palm leaves, fo that no cold

pr wet could poflibly come through. The roof

was pointed in the fame manner as village-houfes

are in this country. Their v^'indows come down
on a level with the floor, anfwcring alfo the pur-

pofe of doors 5 and have a fort of flmtters, which
are occafionally ufed. Their fires are kindled in

the centre of the room, for all the houfe is in

one room, the fire-place being funk lower than

the floor.

Their canoes are admirable workmanlfeip.

"They are made of the trunks of large trees, in

the fame manner as thofe throughout the South

Seas, but with furprifing neatnefs. They brna-

ment them with flaelis, and paint them red. They
are of different fizes> but the largefl will not

'J. - carry
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carry more than thirty people. The natives row-

with great ability, infomuch that the canoes,

made on purpofe for fwift failing, feem fcarcely

to touch the water, moving with a velocity al-

moft inconceivable.

Their domeltic implements are few in num-
ber, and very limple. They are the evident pro-

dui^ions of neceflity, well calculated to anfwer

the ends intended, without much ornament.

Their knives are made of Ihells, which they

iharpen to fuch an edge as fully anfwers all com-
mon purpofes. Their drinking cups are made of

cocoa-iliells, which they poli ill with great art.

Their articles for ornament were far from be-

jing numerous. The king had a very fine tureen,,

Ibmevvhat in (hape of a bird, and finely orna-

mented with various devices, very neatly cut out
upon it. This he made a prefeut of to Captain
Wilfon. It held about thirty-fix Englilh quarts. >

The tortoifelhell they wrought into various lit-

!tle difiies, fpoons, trays, and other veflels. The
fhell they have in thefe iflands is of a very beau-
[tiful kind, but their manner of workin^jf it the

Engliih could never get an opportunity of ob-
[Jferving.

The Engliih were now once more on the way
to China j and, having wiped away the tear of ai

tfriendly farewell, proceeded on their voyage with
Ithe cheerful hope of being reftored to all they
(held deiar. '

;

The principal perfon that will figure in th$
[few remaining pages of this narrative, is Prince
fCe Boo, a youth of the moft promifing qualities^

jnd in whofe Uiftory every reader muft feel in-
ftere/led.

Ho
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He had thrown himfelf freely into the protec-

tion of ftrangers, deferting hfs native country,

his friends, his allj triifting to the honour of a

handful of men, concerning whofe exiftcnce he
had, but a few weeks before, been utterly igno-

rant.

"Captain Wilfen inftru6led hira as to decency

In his appearance, and deiired he would drefs as

they did. He did fo ; but foon threw off the

coat and jacket, as infupportably cumberfome.
He ftill, however, retained the trowfers, as de-

cency required, and would never afterwards part

with them. As they ^egan to advance into a

colder climate, he foon refumed the coat and
jacket.

- His notions of delicacy, from what had been
told him, and from what he obferved among the

Englifl), gradually increafed, fo that he would
not fo much as change any part of his drefs, un-

lefs when by himfelf. He wafhed himfelf fe\'e-

ral times a day, and kept his clothes and every

thing about his perfon very clean.

Not far from the Ifland of Formofa they fell

in with feveral Chinefe fifhing veifels and fmall

craft, and foon after anchored near the high land

called the AfTes £ars. Having engaged a pilot

to condudt them to Macao, they arrived there

next day.

The Portuguefe governor paid Captain Wilfon

and his crew all manner of attention, and fent

plenty of provifions, of all kinds, fo the men on

board the Ihip j , informing them, at the fame

time, that peace was now re-eftabliIhed in Europe.

Captain ^A ilfon, Lee Boo, and the ofHcers,

Bad lodgings appointed them on fhore, exbept

Mr. Benger, who took the command on board.

An
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An exprefs was immediately forwarded to tlie

company's fupercargoes at Canton, informing

them of their arrival and (ituation.

Mr. M'Intyre, an old acquaintance of Captain,

Wihbn's, paid them uncommon attention, and

infiftedon their lodging in his houfe. He had a

Portuguefe gentleman in company with him, who
invited them to his houfe, in their way to Mr.
M*Intyre's, principally on Lee Boo's account, with

whom he was greatly taken, and wifhed to intro-

duce him into his family. His houfe was there-

fore the firft into which Lee Boo entered, anjd hia

furprife on this occalion cannot be eafily defcrib-

ed. The rooms, the furniture, and ornaments,

all feverally crowded fo many new objefts on his

mind at once, that he was perfeftly loft in amaze-
ment. It was remarkable, however, that, amidft

all his confufion, his behaviour was to the great-

eft degree e^fy and polite j aind as he obferved,

that he excited the fame curiofity in others that

they did in him, he very politely permitted them
to examine his hands, defcribed the tatooing, and
appeared pleafed with the attention paid him.

On their way to Mr. M'Irityre's, Lee Boo dif-

played his native benevolence very remarkably.

Obferving the poor TartaV women, with their

children tied to their backs, begging, he diftri-

buted among them all the oranges and other
things he had about him.
When they reached Mr. M'Intyre's it was late,

[fo that the table was covered for fupper, and the
[room elegantly illuminated. A new fcene here
burft upon him—the whole fecmed to him a

• fcene of magic. It is impoffible to particular-

ize every thing with which he was remarkafbljr

fafcloated. A large zoirrorj at the upper end o£

thf
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the room, rivetted his attention for a while. He
faw his coniplete perfon, and fuppofed it to be

Ibmebody behind, very like himl'elt'. Ke looked,

laughed, and looked again, not knowing, what
to think. Indeed the mirror had a furpriling ef-

ftiX on more than Lee Boo. The Englilhmcn had
leen every one his neighbour's face, durhig all

their diftreis, but noSody had fcen his own. The
hollow-eyed, long-vifaged appearance they now
n^ade, to what they formerly recollefted, call ra-

ther a melancholy impreliion upon their minds.

. Next day Lee Boo fpent moftly in examining

Mr. M*Intyre's houfe, in which he found abun-

dance of new objects to furprife him. . The other

gentlemen in the mean time went about purchaf-

ing fuch little commodities as they i\ood in

need of, and every one brought in Ibme little

trinket with him for Lee Boo. Among the reft

w,as a ftring of large glafs beads, which almoit

diftraded the poor prince with furprife and joy.

He conceived himfelfpolfefled of greater treafures

than all the Pelew Illands could attbrd j he ran

to (.'r-ptain Willbn, enraptured with his property,

and begged that a fmall Qhinefe vcifel might be

hired to tranfport them to Pelew, anu deiired his

father might Ue informed the Englees had car-

ried him to a fine country, from whence he

woul4 foon fend him fome other prefents j at, the

fame time adding, that, if the perfons Captain

Wilfpn Ihould employ, faithfully and expeditiouf-

ly executed their truft, he would reward them
witj^ two glafs beads. Happy ftate of innocence,

where the utmoll ambition can be fo eafily fatil-

lied ! But this plealing delulion cajj only exill

witli au ignorance of luxury^*

;^ )
While



While at Macao, Leefioo had frequent oppor-

tunities of feeing people of different nations, but

foon gave a decided preference to the £ngli(h,

efpecially the ladies. It has been already men-
tioned that there are no quadrupeds at the Pele^

lilands, and that the Newfoundland dog left there

was the firft of the fpccies they had feen. They
called him Sailor, which name Lee Boo now ap-

plied to every quadruped he faw. Horfes weire

his great favourites, he called them clow failo'r,

or great failor. He would often go to the ilabie

and firoke their mane and neck, and foon ventui'-

ed to mount them. He entreated Captain Wilfcte

to fend a horfe to his uncle Raa Kook.
In a few days Captain Wilfon received ietterg

from Canton ; the fupercargoes deiiring him to
draw for what money he needed, and ordering the
men to be fupplied with every ncceflary in abun-
dance. The kindnefs ihewn them on this occa-
sion by all ranks, at Macao and Canton, alt the
officers and men fpeak of in the warmed terms.

Captain Wilfon and his company embarked for

Whampoa in the Walpote^ Captain Churchill,
leaving Mr. Benger to take care of the Oroo-
long, and difpofe of her.

In a few days they arrived at Canton, having
been entertained all the way by Lee Boo, whofe
admiration at every new obje6t^ and fenfible re-
marks at the fame time, aftonillied ^l who had
an opportunity of converiing with him. He was
greatly furprifed at the various di(hes of meat
which he faw fucceffively fet before them, alle^*-

ing, that his fether,^ tl^ough a king, was happy
to ferve himfelfwith a few yams and cocoa-nuts;
while here the gentlemen had a gre^t many dif-
ferent dainties, and fervants attending them

Vofc IX. H
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while they were eating. Obferving a Tailor

drunk, he faid he would not drink Ipirits, as

. they were not fit for a gentleman.

An indance of Lee Boo*s (Irong attachment to

thofehe knew, may be here mentioned,which will

ferve to point out this Uriking feature, not in his

charader only, but in all the natives of Pelew.

One day, while fitting at a window which look-

ed towards the Tea, he obferved a boat making
towards ihore, in which were Mr. Benger and

Mr. M*Intyre. His joy was fo great, that he did

not take time to tell Captain WiUbn or any other

in the room..tli0 caufe of his emotion, but fpring*

ing from hisftat, flew to the ihore in a twink-

ling. Immediately on their landing, he ihook

hands with them to heartily, and with fuch ex*

preffions of afiedion, as fenfibly afieded them.

They had difpofed of the fchooner for feven hun-

dred Spaniih dollars, which was confidered as a

Very good price.

Lee Boo became an univerfal favourite where-

ever he appeared. His agreeable, good-natured,

pleafant behaviour, made him acceptable in every

company. He one day very much furprifed a

company 0/ gentlemen with his dexterity in

throwing the dart. A party was formed to have

a trial of ikill in the factory hall. They hung
tip a gauze cage, and a bird painted in the mid-

dle. They ftood at a good diftance, and with

much difficulty hit even the cage. When Lee

Boo*s turn came, he took up his Ipear very care-

lefsly, and, with the greatefi eafe ilruckthe lit-

tle bird tlirough the head. He had one dav an

opportunity of. feeing fome blue glafs, which

. gi^tiy Righted himc It was a colout he had

; mji before feen. The gentlemsuii in whofe houfc

.
,' U
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It was, made him a prefent of two jars of the

fame colour, which greatly delighted him. *' Oh

!

j

were it poflible," he exclaimed, " that my friendt

I
at Pelcw could fee them

!"

As the time was now near at hand when the

company's ihips wouldvfail for England, Captain

Wilfoniaid before his people an account of the

produce from the Oroolong, and other articlea

which had been fold } and giving to every one

an equitable ihare, he addrefled the whole com*
pany nearly as follows : " Gentlemen, the mo-
ment being now arrived, when every one may to

advantage follow his own inclination, I cannot

part with you without teHifying mr approbation

at the fpirited, the judicious, and the manly con*

du£t you have preferved, amidft our trying diffi-

culties; and be aiTured, that, on my arrival in

England, I will reprefent you to the company
as entitled to their particular regard, and I make
no doubt but they will reward your toils.**

If mutual adverfity will reconcile the moil in#'

veterate enemies, furely the fufferings^f friends

muft rivet a more forcible alfedion $ and every-

one now appeared to feel the weight of there^
mark, for a tender concern was manifeil in every
countenance. The conduct of Mr. Wilfon han
been fo mild and prudent, and his example fo ani-

mating, they ftill wiilied him for their command-
er. But it was not now a time for choice. Ne-
ceflity and reafon pointed out their courfe. Lee
Boo and the captain came > home in the Morfe,
and the furgeon in the Lafcelles } while others
embarked in different ihips.

What has already been mentioned concerning
the amiable Lee Boo, has no doubt interefled

Ha cv^ry
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every reader in his hiftoryj wc fliall therefore

ptarfue it to its unfortunate clofe.

^ The Morfe was commanded by Captain Elliot,

with whom Lee Boo made himfelf very happy.

His fpirit of enquiry, concerning various objeds
which he faw, began now to be direded more to

their utility than formerly ', and he ihewed no
fmall anxiety to ptcl^ up as much knowledge as

po^le, with regard to fuch articles as would be
u&fu] at Pelew. His method of keeping his

jeurnal was (Ingular. He had a firing, on which
he caft a knot for every remarkable objed he
wi^ed to ipiprimt on his memory. Thefe knots
he examined daily, and, by recolleding the cir-

cumfiances which occaiioned their being cafi, he
fixed the tranfadions on his memory. The of-

^cers of the Morfe humourouily remarked, when
they faw him referring to his hempen tablet, that

iie was reading his journal.

He was not forgetful of the crew of the Oreo-
long, about whom he made frequent enquiries.

Early in the voyage, he alked for a book, that

with afliftance, he might learn the Engliih alpha-

bet, which was given him. At St. Helena, he
was furprifed at the light of the foldiers, and the

cannon on the fortifications j and four men. of
war arriving during his Hay there, afforded new
matter of aftonifhment.

On being taken to fee a fchool> he appeared fo

confcious of his own deficiency, that he begged
he might learn like the boys. While here, he
had^alfo opportunities of riding on horfeback, of
which he was very fond. He galioped with great

cafe, and fat his horfe very gracefully.

Before the Morfe failed from St. Helena, the

Lafcelles arrived there, fo that he had an inter-

view
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view with his ifirft friend^ Mr. Sharp. He was
exceedingly happy with that gentleman, for

whom he had the greateii regard.

When theMorfe approached theBritiih Chan-
nel, the number of Ihips that paifed, confounded

his journal, and he was obliged to difcontinue

his memorandums. But, on landing at Portf-

mouth, the objeAs which met his view were fo

ilupendous and grand, that he was involved

in filent aftoniihment, and ceafed to alk queftions.

The captain proceeded to London, impatient

to fee his family, and left Lee Boo under the

protedipn of his brother j who, however, foon

after fat off in a ftage-coach, with his charge,

Defcribing his journty, he faid he had been put
into a little houfe, which horfes ran away with,

and that though he went to deep he did not ftop

travelling.

On his arrival in London, he was not a little

happy to meet with his mentor, his new fathei,

whom he was afraid he had lod. Being (hewn
his chamber^ he could not conceive the ufe of the

bed, it being a four-poft one, and of cour(e dif»

ferent from what he had feen on board. Before
he would repofe himfelf, he jumped in and out of
it feveral times, to admire its form, and intimated
that here there was a houfe for every thing. It

was all fine countrvj fine ftrectf^, fine coach, and
houfe upon houfe up to the Ikv } for the huts at
Pelew being only one ftory, he confidered every
floor here as a diftin€t houfe.

Captain Wilfon introduced Lee Boo to fome
of the Eaft India Directors, and to moft of his

friends, and at the fame time fliewed hinr: the moft
confpicuous public buildings j but his prudent
condndor kept him from ftagc and other cxhibi*

H 3 tiont
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tionsy left the heat of the place might communi-
cate the fmall-poxj but the fequel will lliew

that all his caution was vain.

He was fent to an academy at Rotherhithe,

where he wps very adiduous in learning to read

and write ; and he foon became the favourite of
all his fchoolfellows, from his gentlenefs and affa-

bility. During the hours of recefs, he amufed his

benefa6tor's family, by mimicking fuch peculiar-

ities as he obferved in the boys at fchool. He faid

that when he returned to Pelew, he would keep
an academy him(elf j and he imagined the "great

men of his cour*ry would think him very wife

when he fliewed them their letters.

He always called his patron, captain, but he
would adflrefs Mrs. WiUbn no otherwife than his

mother, although he was told to the contrary,

conceiving it u tender exprcflion.

When he law the young aiklng charity, he was
highly offended, faying they ought to work ; but
the fupplication of the old and infirm met his

natural benevolence—** Muft give poor old man 5

old man no able to work."

About this time he appeared to be about twen-
ty years of age, and of a middle fizc. His ex-
preffive countenance, ^reat fenfibility, and good
humour, inflantly prejudiced every one in his

favour. His eyes were lb ftrikingly expreflivc,

that, though he knew very little Bngliih, his

ipeaning was eafily underftood.

Thi? quicknefs of manner and readinefs of ap«
prehenflon were aftonilhing. A young lady,

with whom he was one day in company, fat down
to the harpfichord, in order to diCcover how it

affected him. To the mufic he paid little atten-

tion, but he was greatly intereite4 to difcover

how
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how the (bunds were produced. He at the fame
time lung a Cong in the Pelew ftyle, but it was
very harlh.

He; was naturally polite. One day, at dinner,

Mrs. Wilfon deiired hira to help her to fome
cherries, when Lee Boo very quickly proceeded

to take them up with his fingers. She pleafantly

hinted his error, when he immediately took up
a fpoon, his countenance at the fame time being
fuffufedwith a blufti.

Captain Wilfon, one day, happening to rebuke
his fon for fome trifling negle6t, in the prefence

of Lee Boo, the generous youth was not happy
till he had joined their hands, which he did with
the tears of fenfibility ftrearaing from his eyes.

He preferred riding in a coach to every other

conveyance, as it allowed people, he faid, an
opportunity of talking together.

He was fond of going to church, becaufe he
knew it was a religious duty, the obje6l and final

end being the fame both at Pelew and in Eng-
land.

He was prefent at Lunardi's aerial afcenfion j

and remarked, that it was a ridiculous mode of
travelling, as it could be done fo much eafier in

a coach.

He narrowly obferved all plants and fruit

trees, and faid he iliould take tome feeds of each
to Pelew. Indeecl, in all his purfuits, he never
loft fight of what fervice they might be in his

own country.

Being fliewn a miniature of Mr. Keate, to
whom he was. introduced, he immediately recog-
nifcd the fa^ ; and as a proof that he under-
fiood the intention of the nairpetic arts^ be ob>
^ - (erved.
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fervcd, " that when MiiTer Keate die, this MiiTer

Keate live." The utility of portrait painting

could not be better defined. His. own likenefi

was taken by a daughter of that gentleman.,

In the midft of Lee Boo*s innocent refearches,

he was taken ill of the dreaded fmall-pox. Dr,
Carmichael Smith immediately attended him,
who, in the firft ilage of the diforder, predi^ed
the fatal confequences which enfued. He cheer-

fully took the medicines that were adminiftered,

and willingly difpenfed with the light of Captain
Wilfon, when he was told that he never had the

diforder, and that it was infectious. In the

midd of his illnefs, hearing that Mrs. Wilfon was
confined to her chamber, he cried—*' What, mo*
ther bad 1 -—Lee Boo get up to fee her :'* which he
{l6tually did. Mr. Sharp, the furgeon of the An*
telope, alio attended him.
Viewing himfelf in a glafs juft before his

death, he turned his he^d away in difguft at the

appearance of his face, wnich was much fwelled

and disfigured. Getting worfe, and fenfible of

his approaching fate, he fixed his eyes attentive-

ly on Mr. Sharp, and faid—" Good friend, when
you go to my country, tell my father, that Lee Boo
take much drink to make the fmall-pox go av/ay,

but he die—that captain and mother very kind

—

all Engliih very good men—was much forry he
could not tell Abba ThuUe the great many fine

things the Englifh got." He then enumerated
all the prefents he had received, which he begged
the furgeon to diflribute among his friends and
the rupacks.

The dying difcourfe of this child o^ nature fp

sffe^ed Tom Rofe^ who attended hiip> that he
could
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could not help fobbing moft piteoi>fly> which Lee
Boo obferving, aiked—•* Why ihould he cry fo,

becaufe Lee Boo die ?"

Thinking Mrs. Wilfon's illnefs arofe from his

own, he would frrquently cry out, ihc being only

in an adjoining ch^mber^ '^ Lee Boo do well,

mother.".

The dreadful moment of feparation being notv

arrived, he told M]f. Sharp he waj» going ^way

;

and yielded his lad breath without appreheniion,

and with that native innocence and iimplicity

which had marked his every adion.

The family, the fervants, and thofe who knew
him, could not withhold the tears of afJFedionatp

regard, when informed of the melaqpholy eyent*

The £aA India Company ordered Lee Boo to

be buried in Rotherhithc church-yard, with every
poffible mark of refpe£t. All who knew him,
with the pupils at the academy,, attended the fu-

neraU 3nd the concQiu^e was otherwife fo great,

that it might be fupppfed his good qualities had
been publicly proclaimed, inltead of being pri-

vately communicated. A totnb, with this |n«

fcripticn, was foon after ere^ed by the £aii In •

dia Company

:

To the Memory
Of Prince Lee Boo,

A Native ot the Pelevv oi- Palos Iflands j

And fon to Abba Thuiie, Kupack or King
Of the Ifland Coorooraa *

j

Who departed this Life on the ;^7th of December, x 7S41
'

Aged £0 Years,

This Stone is iiifcrlbed,

By the Honourable United £dli India Company^

* Coorooraa is the proper name of the Ifland, of wlilch Pe«
lew is the capital town,

Aa
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As a Tettimony of Efttem

~-

For the Humane and Kind Treatment
Afforded by his Father to the Crew ofthtlr Shipf

The Antelope, Capt. Wi lsom.
Which was wrecked oiF that Ifland

In the Night ofthe 9'h of Augvft, 1783*

< Stop) ReadcTi ftop ! Let Nature claim a Tear j -

A Prince of mine* Lee Boo^ lies bury*d here*

This amiable young prince> whofe reiidence

here was only five months, conformed himfelf to

the Engliib drefs in every inftance, except his

hair, w^^ich he continued to wear after the faihion

of his ov u country. His countenance was fo ex*
prefiive, that it depided the beft qualities of a
virtuous mind. His eyes were lively and intelli-

gent ; and his whole manner gentle and intereft-

ing. He had the natural politenefs of a gentle-

man, without the drudgery of fiudy, or the ob-

iervance of eftablifhed forms of ceremony. After

hi^. death, it was found that he had laid by all

the feeds or ftones of fruit he had eaten sfcer his

arrival, with a view to plant them at Pelew.

When we reflet on the unhappy fate of poor
Lee Boo, with which the reader is new acquaint-

ed, the mind ranges to the habitation of his fa-

ther Abba Thmie, who, on a cord, had tied thirty

knots, as a meml|nto that his fon would return m
thirty moons, or^perhaps, a few more, for which
he was willing toinake allowance. Thofe moons
have long lince p^formed their revolutions. The
knots are untied; ^nd yet no gladdening (ail

hovers round Pele^. Lee Boo is dead in reality

;

and though no i|iore, perhaps, even in the tor-

tured imaginatiota of his expeding family, yet

the light of an,European veflel, even at fome
diflant psriod^ would animate their hopes, and

recal
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recal the fondnefs of pad endearments. How it

would have gratified the heart of feniibility to

know, that this benevolent and confiding "king

had feen his fon reftored to his embraces ; how
will every reader lament that he probably mud
ever remain ignorant^ that Lee Boo can return
no more I

VOYAGg
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VOYAGE OF IfjM.

GOFERNOR PHILLIP,
TO

BOTANY BAT;

WITH A NARRATIVE OF THE SETTLEMENT

OF THE COLONIES AT

PORT JACKSON jind NORFOLK ISUND.'

wm

FOR a ferics of years, thofe who had forfeited n
right to enjoy the bleflings of fociety in their

own countiy, and yet, whofe crimes did not call

down ca]|>ital punithment upon them, were tVanf-

ported to the Britiih plantations in America.
After the imfortunate conteil between the col€)-

nies and the mother country, which, it is well

known, terminated in the independence of the

former, it became neceiHiry for Britifh convifts,

not fentenced to die, to be employed in fome
way that might make them fenlible of the crimes
they had committed, and free the community
from the dread of their future depredations. Ba-
»ilhment to the coaft of Africa was generally

found to be a harsher ientence than death in

their own country, and the hulks on the Thames
were little adapted to improve the abandosed.
Vol. IX. . . i cr
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or prevent a repetition of crime. Penitentiarjf

houfes were foon Teen to be equally inefficacious

to anfwer, at once, the purpofe of punlfliment and
reformation; arid, therefore, government pro-
jedked the fcheme of eftablilhinij a colony of con-
victs on the coaft of New Holland. To this plan
of wifdom, policy and humanity united, the le-

giAature gave its fanCtion in the beginning o£
the year 1 7Q7, and preparations were immediate-
ly fet about to carry it into execution.

Captain Arthur Phillip, of the navy, was ap«
pointed commodore of the voyage, and governor
of the new colony ; and it appears, that a more
prudent choice could not have been made. This
gentleman was born in London in 1738 ; and at

the age of iixteen began his maritime career.

He went through the ufual routine of fervicc

with applaufe, was at the capture of the Havar-
nah> and in 1761 was promoted to a lieutenaacy

by Admiral Sir Greorge Pococke.

By the fucceeding peace his fervices were rea«

dered ufelefs to his country, he therefore engaged
•in the Portuguefe navy, in which he (erved with
great reputation, till war again breaking out be-

tween Britain and France, he returned to fight

for his king and countty; and was foon after

made mafter and commander. In 178I his merit

procured him the rank of poll captain, and he
was appointed to the Europe, of iixty-four guns,

towards the clofe of that year. In 1/83 he
failed with a reinforcement to the Eall Indies,

where he remained till the concludon of the

war. •

Prudent and a&ive, a perfect mailer of his pro*

I'tflion, and edimable as a man and an officer,

thofe (qualities could fiot fail to recommend him
^^ - '

. 1 .:. ' to
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to the attention of bis fuperiors, and to point him
out as a proper perfon to conduct an enterprife

of 110 ordinary difficulty.

The feet began to rendezvous about the mid<-

dle of March J 78;. It confided of the Sirius

frigate. Captain Joho Hunter j the Supply, arm-
cd tender. Lieutenant H. L. £all$ the Golden
Qrove, Fifliburn, and Borrowdale, (lore ihips;

and the Scarborough, Lady Penrhyn, Friendilup,

ChariottCj Prince of Wales, and Alexander^ tranf-

ports.

As th's was' a voyage of uncommon lengthy

and its obje£t was not of a temporary nature, a
coniiderable time was necelTary to equip and
provide the iliips, and to make fuch arrange-
ments as might prevent miibarriage or avoidable
danger. Befides the ufual complement of failorsy

a party of two hundred and twelve marines, in-

cluding officers, were diftributed in the different

ihips to keep the convids in awe j and thefe

marines had twenty-eight wives and feventeea
children allowed to accompany them. The whole
number of convi£ts amounted to eight htmdred
and twenty-eight, ofwhom five hundred and fifty-

eight were males.

Governor Phillip having hoided his flag on
board the Sirius, as commodore, gave the fignal

to weigh on the I3th of May 1787, and was ac-*

companicd to fome diftance by the Hysena fri-

gate,, to carry back difpatches, if neceffary.

The wind having wafted them along at a
great rate, on the 20th the Hyaena returned, and
brought intelligence, that the convifts in the
Scarborough had formed a plan for getting pof-
feiiion of that ihip,, which the officers had timely
deteded and prevented. This was the only at-

1

2

tempt
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tempt of the kind made during tlie voyage:
when thefe vi6tim8 to juitlce fotiHd themTelves at

a diftance from their native &ores, it is probable*

they gave up all thoughts of liberty, and yielded

to their fate.

During their paffage to Santa Cruz, wlierethe'

fleet anchored on the 3d of June, they had gene*
rally favourable gales, and experienced nodifafter

deferving mention. The chief obje£b that induc*^

ed Governor Phillip to touch at Teneriffe, was to

procure a freih fupply of water and vegetables*

Hete the crew and convi^ Were indulged wUh
every article of food that could tend to promote
health and remove difeafe ; and the judicious

and humane plans of Captain Cook were uni«

formly obferved during the voyage, and, in gene-

ral, with the bed eflfeSs. It cannot, indeed, be
iaid, nor was it reafonable to be expe6ted, that

the mortality was fo fmall, ia proportion to the
numbers, as under that able navigator. Num-
bers of the convidts were advanced in years, and
their conftitutions had been previouily broken by
their dlilipatcd liabits, or the long confinement ai
a prifon.

They fpent a week at this place, and during
their ftay, the Governor of the Canaries paid the

moft police attention to the £ngli(h officers, and
exerted himfelf to render their vi(it agreeable.

Thefe iilands were certainly known, in fome
degree, to the ancients, who dignified them witli

the title of Fortunate ; and invented many fables

refpe^ing them, which had little foundation in

truth or nature. But the moderns are not wholl/
free from the fame imputation. For a long time»

the Ifle of Ferro was celebrated for producing a
iniraculous trce^ round which mids were faid

perpetualljr
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perpetually to hover, and, dillilling into rain,

fupplied the \ihole iiland with water. This fic-

tion, it is almoft needleis to fay, can only be
equalled by the accounts with which the public

have been amufed, refpefting the poifon tree of

Java. The Canaries, indeed, produce no won-
ders but what are common to volcanic countries.

The Peak of TenerifTe, one of the greateft natu-

ral coriofities, has had no eruption, of any confe-

qiience, for near a century; nor, 'with all ita

boafled height, is it equal to Mount Blanc in

Switzerland*.

Finding vegetables lefs plentiful here than

they expe6ted, they weighed anchor on the 10th

of June, with an intention of making a ihort day
at Port Praya ; and in eight days they came in

light of the CapeVerd lilands,when the fleet (leer-

ed for St. Jago. Unfavourable winds, however,
rendered it likely to prevent their getting into the

harbour ; and that no time might be lolt, the

governor altered his plan, and proceeded dire^y
to Rio de Janeiro. This was a fenfibledifappoint<A

ment to many on board, who were naturally

deiirous of embracing every opportunity of en-
joying the refreihments of the fhore. But influ-

enced by expedience alone and a regard to his

duty, he determined not to lofe time, which, in

every point of view, was an important confidera-

tion.

They had already fuffered fome inconvenience
firom heat, attended by heavy rains s but before

they reached-the equator; contrary to what might

^ irhe elevation of Mount Blanc above the level of the fea

is calculated at fifteen thoufand fix hundred and feventy-three

fett, thatof Tencriffe at twelve thoufand one hundred and fifty.

13 reafonab)/
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reafonal>ly have been looked for, the temperatnm
became more moderate, and the crews happily

continued in tolerable health.

On the whole, the weather was moft propUiouf,

and they made Inch progrefs that, on the 5th of
AuguH, they came to an anchor off the Harbour
of Rio de Janeiro. This city, otherwife called

St. Seballian, is lituated on the* weft lide of a
bay, fomewhat lefs than a degree from the tropic

of Capricorn. It has long been confidered as

the capital of the Brafils, and is the refidence of
the viceroy. The diamond mines in the vicinity

have procured it this diftin6tion; and its port

muft be allowed to be one of the fineft in the

world. It is well fortified, and furnifiies a moft
eligible and fafe ftation for ihips. The port

dues are pretty high j but thefe are never exa6t«

cd for kihg's fliips, and as Governor Phillip al-

leged, that the tranfports were laden with ro}^l

Hores, the whole fleet efcaped this cullomary

payment.
Don Lewis de Varconcellos was viceroy. Ho,

belonged to one of the nobleft families in Portu-»

gal, and was not quite unknown to Governor
Phillip, who had been fome years in the fervice

of that nation. The reception he gave the Eng-»

lifti was the moft polite and flattering imaginn

able, nor was it tinftured with that jealous cau-

tion, which fome other voyagers feemed to have

had great caufe to complain of, when they tpmch-*

^d at the fame place.

As foon as the viceroy was informed of the

nature of Governor Phillip*s cpmmtftioi^ hp^five

orders that military honours fhotlld be paid him;
atid the pfiicers, in general^ were indulged wi^h

permiilion to vifit all parts of the city, and even
: -

1

to
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to make excurfions into the country, without the

prying vigilance of guards.

Provifions of every kind are fo exceflively

•cheap here, that the men were liberally vi6tual-

led at lefs than four pence a bead per day, in-

cluding nieatj rice, vegetables, and firing. Wine
"was not plentiful at that feafon j but a confider-

able quantity of rum was laid in j and fuch feeds

and plants were procured as appeared adapted to

the climate of New South Wales. And lell

bread ihould become fcarce, one hundred facks

of caflfad^ were purchafed as a fubfiitute. This
root is very gefherally ufed for bread in theJtro-

pical climates, and proves wholefome and nu-
tritious. Neverthelefs,' in its crude ftate, it is

highly poifonous; but by waihing, preifure, and
evaporation, becomes not only innocent but i'alu-

brious. The art of man triumphs over nature in

many inftances, as well as this.

At almofl every corner of the ilreets, in this

city^ are images, to which an external devotion,

at leaft, is paid by every catholic paiTenger.

Sometimes the votaries offer up their prayers

aloudj and the air refounds with the notes of
bymns. But notwithftanding this appearance of
fan£tity, the morals of the people do not pdlTefs

correfponding purity j fo much eafier is it to per-

form outward rites, than to acquire internal prin-

ciples of religion. The greateli devotees are

commonly the moft abandoned; and the catho-
lic profeinon, in particular, is fo obfcured by idle

ceremonies, that an attention to them naturally

draws off the mind from eifentials.

Though no time was lod in expediting the
neeefikry buiinefs, a month elapfed before they
w«^« ready for failing* •> At len^tli^ on the 4th

ofin
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of September they weighed anchor, and paffing

the fort at the mouth of the harbour, interchan^^

ed a falute of twenty-one guns.

Having once more fet forward on their deftinecl

'voyage, they were favoured with fuch propitious

weather, that their progrefs to the Cape of Good
Hope was unproduSive of any events worthy of

being recorded. A profperous voyage, like a
peaceful life, though moft delightful to the par-

ties concerned, is leaft favourable for the purpofes

of narration. It is the ftorm of the elements, or

the conflid of paflions, that furniibes difplays

to rivet the attention. This long run, of about
four thoufand miles, was performed in thirty-

nine days.

It was the 13th of Odober, when they arrived

in Table Bay at the Cape. Here they took in

their final refrelhments, and fupplied themfelves

with fuch neceffaries as were to be procure^.

Table Bay is a Very unfafe itation, particularly

in the winter months j and at that feafon of the

year, Falfe£ay, on the fouth-eall Udeof the Cape,
is generally preferred, as being more fecure.

Our voyagers found provinons in lefs abun-
dance at the Cape than they had reafon to e%pe€t,

and at confiderably higher prices. Board and
lodging, in private houfes, coft the officers about

nine (hillings a day, and every thing was proper-

tionably high. But, it is probable, the necelfity

foreign (hips are known to be under of touch-

ing here, teaches the natives extortion. Moft
people are inclined to improve the advantages of

their fituatioa, when they are fenfible there is i^d

alternative but to fubmit to their demands.
In the fpace of a month no lefs than five hun-

dred animals^ of diiffennt Imih were pro^Vf^d
and
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-find put on board the (hips, and an equal dock of

other neceifaries was laid in ; but at a high
price. The country indeed had previoully fuftcr-

ed from a dearth, and this naturally increafed the

difficulty of obtaining an adequate fuppiy at any
price* The governor of the Cape paid them the

moft refpe£lful attention^ and entertained the

officers at his table.

On the 12th of November, they again fet fail,

but owing to contrary winds, they found thcm-
felves no farther advanced than eighty leagucss on
the 2^th of that month. At this time Governor
Phillip went on board the Supply, in hopes of
reaching $ Botany Bay before the red of the fleet

arrived, and of gaining time to explore thecoun*
try, that a debarkation might take place without
delay. Major Rofs, the commandant of marinesi,
went on board the Scarborough) and with that

ihip, the Alexander and Friendihip, reputed the
beft failers, had orders to proceed, and to leave the
xeft of the convoy under the condud of Captain
Hunter.

From the date of this arrangement, to the
3d of January, 1788, the weathet was as favours-

able as H^ould be wilhed, and the winds wafted
them on with little impediment. The Supply,
however^ turned out but an indifficrent failer to

what had been expected; neverthelefs, flie per-
formed this voyage of feven thoufaud miles in

^fty-one days.

The govem^or having landed at Botany Bty> on
the 18th, after experiencing fome contrary winds
on the coaft, an interview with the natives took
place. They twere all armed; but feeing Go-
vernor Phiilip approach alone, and without wean
foils, making figh^ of friendibip, they returned

- his
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his confidence, by laving down their arnns. Theie
people were perfedly naked; but appeared fond
of ornaments, and were plea fed to wear whatever
was given them. Amity was foon eftabliihed^

which happy efTe^k was owing to the perfonal

addrefs of the governor. His orders, indeed, en*
joined the utmoft attention to conciliate the af-

fection of the natives; and his own humane con-
dud: rendered it delightful for him to obferve

them.
He now proceeded to examine the bay; but it

was found in every refpeft lefs eligible than had
been reprefented, both in itfelf, and in the fur-

rounding country, which was low and fwampy.
He then reconnoitred Point Sutherland ; but to

this part of the harbour ihips could not approach*
nor was the foil more tempting than before.

While engaged in this neceifary buiinefs, the

whole fleet arrived. The Supply had not fo

much outfailed the other ihips, as to give the

governor the time he expeded. The lad divtfion

arrived only two days later than himfelf.

Finding Botany Bay unfit for the intended fet-

tlement, he refolved to examine Port Jackfpn,

which lay to the north, about three leagues dif*

tant: and here all difficulties were found to be
at an end. The port was deep and fecure, and
after exploring the different coves, he fixed on
one which had tlie fineft fpring of water, and in

which fhips could anchor clofe to the iliore.. This
the governor named Sydney Cove, in honour of
the noble lord of that title, who was then in ad-
ininiftration.

Soon after the boats arrived at Port Jackfon,

another party of the natives made their appear-

ance. They, were armed with lances, and at firft

ihewed
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Ihewed an hoftile difpofition} but by gentle

meana were prevailed on to lay alide their lulbi-

cionsy and to accept fome prefents. A perlon

who appeared to be a chief among them, fbewed
Tery (ineular marks ofconfidence in the ftrangers,

and at the fame time much refolution. He fin-

gly attended the governor, went lo a part of the

beach where the men were boiling their meat,

examined the contents ofthe pot, and feeing him-
felffepara^ed from his friends, advanced to a party

ofmarines, and by his gellures feemed to threaten

revengC} if any advantage ihould be taken of his

cxpofed fituation. It is probable he might profit

by what he fawj and as the natives of this coait

have no other mode of dreiiing their food than

by broiling, a new plan of cookery could not be
a fmaUacquifition to them.
As they kindle fires with much labour, when

once lighted they generally keep them burning,

or at leaft never extinguifh them; but convey
them from place to place even in their canoes.

In examining a different part of the harbour^

they fell in with about twenty of the natives,

who, fearlefs and unarmed^ approached to view
the boats. Pleafed with their confidence, the

f^vernor called the fpot Manly Cove, in teflimo-

ny of the manly behaviour they fhewed. Thefe
people afterwards joined the £nglifh at dinner.

One of them had a kind of white clay rubbed
over the upper part of his face, as a mark of dif-

tindion not unufual amongfl them* A woman
had been feen on the rocks thus ornamented, who
made a moft difguiiing appearance; but in the
eyes ofher countrymen^ ihe probably had fuperior

attradions*

Having
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Having fufficiently explored Port Jackfon, an^
found it replete with conveniences, the governor

was determined to hefitate no longer, and immc
diately ilfued his orders for the whole fleet to

proceed to this place. '

y^ That Botany Bay fhould be fo highly extolled

by Captain Cook, may eafily be accounted fori

He had no views of a permanent ftay, and did
not fcrutinize its advantages. The land has cer-^

tninly a pi^urcique effedt, and the ample harved
of botanical curioHties it turnilhed, might entitle

it to tbe commendation of the fcientific; buff

fomething more than beauty of appearance and
philolbphical riches were to be reg^rded/>in a
place where numbers were to be eftabliQied, an4
ti lading fettlement formed, ,-

Juft as preparations were making for a general

removal to the intended flatioh, two French fhtps

appeared, and fpread confternation through thd

whole fleet. Accident, it was fnppofed by many;
could not bring about fuch ati ovent; and conjee*^

ture as to a motive was loH: in uncertainty.

While imagination was thus bufy in'painting idlc^

' fears, or forming ufelefs JTchemes, the governor
t<)rtunately recollefted, that the French were e»-*

gaged in a voyage of difcovery, and concluded
that tlieie two mips had been on that bufinefj^.-

Bat the wind and currents preventing the Frencb
from appi^oaching the harbour, and even driving'

them oil the' coafl* he did not delay proceeding to

Port Jackfon on their account. *

Scarcely, however, was the Supply, which led

the fquadron, out of fight, when the ftrangcrs'

again made their appearance ofl^the mouth of the

harbour, when a bolt was difpatched with^flerso^

any aififtaQQc or information in the power of the

Engliih
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fenglifh to give. The governor's opinion wan-

how verified, it was found that ih^fe veflels were

the BoiilTole and the Aftrolabe, under the com-
mand of M. de la Peyroufe.

On the 26th of January, all the tranfports and
ftore ihips finally evacuated Botany Bay, and in

a ihort time alTembled in fafety at Port Jackfon,

The French ihips had anchored in the former,

before the departure of the Sirius, and Peyroufe

had exprefled his wi(h, that letters might be for-

warded to Europe tiirodgh the medium of the

Englifli. Governor Phillip being apprized of

this, readily accepted th6 intendfed charge, with
aflnrances of t)un6tual delivery.

M. Peyroufe having failed from France, in Jime
1785, touched firft at St. Catharine on the coaft of
Brafil, and entered the Pacific Ocean by Cape
Horn. Coafting alortg Chili and California, he
afterwards vifited Edfter Ifland, Nootka Sound,
Kamtlchatka, the SandAitach and Friendly lilands.

In this tedious voyage He had Toft none of his

men by ficknefs 5 l^ut the crew of two boats had
unfortunately periflied In the furf on the north-

vtft coaft of.Americii ; and at Mafuna, one of the
Ides de Nayigateurs, where they had touched,

M. TAngle, captaih of the Aftrolabe bad been cult

off by treachery. That unfortunate officer had
gone ailiore with the long-boats, on a watering
expedition, accompanied by forty men. The na-
tives had hitherto ihewn the moft marked civility

and good will; and no change of difpolition, or

Caufe for it being kno>vti, the French truftlrig t6

the unbroken (late of amity, had fuffered the
boats to lie aground. This want of precaution,

it is probable, tempted the natives to attack the

party, which they did in prodigious numbers,
Vol, IX. K throwing
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throwing vollies of fiones with great force and
EreciHon of direction. M. TAnele and twelve of
is men fell a facrifice to their fury, and the reft

with difficulty efcaped in their I'mall boats.

The (hips being under failf and out of fight of
this melancholy cataftrophe, received the firft

tidings of the affray from thofe who efcaped; and
it was too late to attempt revenge. The fate of
Be rAngle, added to other recorded in(lances of
the fudden and fanguinaiy.refentments of favages,
gives a leflbn of prudent caution to all navigators}

for though policy and humanity recommend the

practice of mild forbearance, and the ftudy of
conciliating the affedions of the natives, prudence
requires that defenfive plans (hould not be neg-
leded, and that a certain degree of awe fhould be
kept up*.
The debarkation being completed at Sydney

Cove, the ground was immediately cleared for an
encampment, and (lore houfes and other tempo-
rary buildings were begun. The labour attend-

ing this was not fmall : the whole coaft is co-

vered with wood, and though 00 this fpot the

trees were lefs thick, and not much encumberol
with underwood, vet their magnitude was fuch>

as to render the felling, and removal of them af-

terwards, a very arduous talk, had the convi^
been more adive workmen than they really were.

In the evening of the 26th, the Britiih colours

were difplayed on {hore, under which the kinff's

health was drank, and other appropriate toam,
with much glee. The buiUe of bufinels facceed*

I
f

* The iflue of this Toyage is ftill unknown. M. de la Pe^o
roufe never returacdi nor li^av^ apy tnccv of h^s f4c btco 4if-

fovered.



PHILLIP*8 rOTAOB. ^f
ed, and till the end of the firft week in February^

all was a fcene of hurry and exertion.

The materials and frame work, ofa temporary

reHdence for tht governor, had been brought from
England; and this was fpeedily ere6ted. Hofpi-

tal tents were alfo fitted up, >^ith all the fpeed

that the exigency of circumlUnces began to de-

mand. During the paHaee from the Cape, the

Aeet had been tolerably healthy} but foon after

landing, the dyfen try prevailed, and the fcurvy

broke out with its molt virulent fymptoms. In
the former complaint, the red gum, which is

abundantly produced on the coaft, was found very

efficacious.

The tree which yields this valuable gum, is of
coniiderable iize, and grows to a great height
without branches. The gum is pert'edly foluble

in water, and is drawn from the tree by incifion^

or taken out of the veins of the wood when dry.

The leaves fomewhat refemble thofe of a willow

:

the wood is heavy and fine-grained, but fo fatu-

rated with the gum which runs through its num-
berlefs channels, that it is applicable to few pur-
pofes, particularly when green.

A yellow gum, or rather relin,is alfo fdiind here,

the produce of a low fmall tree, with a kind of
gramineous leaves. From the centre of thefe

leaves, the frudification proceeds on a iingle ftem,

in a very fineular manner, to the height of twelve
or fourteen feet. OfthisHem^ which is Arong
and light, the natives form their fpears, and fre-

quently point them with bone. The refin is moft
commonly dug out of the foil at the root of the
tree, and feems to be what Tafman calls the gum
lac of the earth.

K2 February
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February commenced with a violent ftomi of
thunder and rain, during which the lightning

ftruck and ihivered a tree, under which was a
iiieep pen, and five oft^efe animals were deHroy*
ed by its efFeds.

It may be proper to obferve, ttat Port Jackfon
was not vifited by Captain Cook, but only feen

at a didance, or it is probable he would have done
jullice to fuch a noble harbour, which, in the opi-

nion of Governor Phillip, is fuperior to any in the
known world forexteut and fecurity. The en-
trance is only about two miles acrofs ; but it foon
ipreads into a noble and capacious bafon, with
foundings fufficient for the largeft veflels. It

^contains not lefs than one hundred fmall coves^

formed by projediohs of the land, which afford

ihelter from all winds. Sydney Cove lies on the

fouth fide, about fix miles from the entrance.

^Trees cover even the moft rocky fpots. The foil

is of various qualities^ confiding of woodland,

heath, and fwamps; but in general the country is

pne continued forefi.

Some parts of the iliores of this noble harbour

prefented a promifingfoil for cultivation} but in-

tentfplelyon providing thebefiand carliellaccom*

modations for the colonifis, the governor ufed all.

goflible expedition in fixing the fettlement at the

ead of Sydney Cove, where landing the ilores

.was eafy, and carriage unnecefiary.

By aifiducus application, they had made fuch

progrefs, that by Mie 7th of February, a fpot being

"previoufly deared, and the whole colony affem-

bled, the governor began to aiTume his powers.

Tb give all due folemnity to the proceedings, the

military were drawn up under armsj the convids

^tioned apart, and the pjincipal oflicers fur-

rouinded
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rounded the governor. The royal commiflion was
then read by Mr. Collins, the judge advocate, by
which Arthur Phillip was conttituted Captain

General and Governor in Chief of the territory of

New South Wales, from lat. 10 deg. 37 rain,

fouth, to 43 deg. 39 min. along the coaft, and of
all the interior country as far as 135 degrees of

caft longitude trom Greenwich, including the ad-

jacent iflands in the Pacific^ within the above la-

titudes.

The aft of parliament eilabliihing the courts of

judicature, were next read; and laftly, the patents

under the great feal, empowering the perfons

named to a6l, whenever it ihould be found requi-

fite. Major Rofs of the marines was appointed

Lieutenant Governor; and a triple difcharge of
mulketry concluded this preliminary ceremony.
The governor then advanced, and addrefling

the military, thanked them for their commendable
conduft hitherto ; and then turning to the con-

vi£b, explained to them the nature of their pre-

fent (ituation and future profpefts. He reprc-

fented, that by the lenity of the laws, their lives

had been prelerved, and that on their fubfcquent
behaviour it would depend, to gain a re-eftabliih-

ment of the rights and advantages of civil fociety.

To proper conduft and commendable exertion, ht
told them they had every inducement; and oil

the contrary, mould they milbehave, their crimes
in fuch a fmall community could not efcape detec-

tion, nor punifhment. AH that mercy could do
for them had already been experienced, and againft

futurb offences the laws would be enforced with
rigour. But while his duty obliged him to hold
out the rigours of puniihment, it would be his hap-
pinefs to graot every encouragement to the me-

K 3 ritorious>



. 5 I

102 PHILLIP S VOYAOB.

ritoriom, proportioned to their deferts. As a bat
Bgainft profligacy of manners, he llrongly recom-
mended matrimony, and promifed every counte-

nance to fuch as Ihould enter into that ftate, and
ilicw their promptitude to conform ta the laws of
morality and religion. He concluded with ex-
preiling his earned defire, to promote the happi-

nefs of the colony over which he was placed, and
to render the fettlementhonourableand ufeful to

his country.

This harangue was received with univerfal ap«

plaufej and it was foon feen, that it was not
wholly lod; for in a few days fourteen marriages

took place among the conyids.

The company being difperfed, the governor
proceeded to review the troops, after which he
gave a dinner to the officers j and thefirftevfcning

of his entry upon the offices of his government,
was fpent in innocent feftivity, aniidft reiterated

wilhes for its profperity.

A6live, intelligent, and perfevering, withfirm-
nefs to make his authority refpetted, and mild-

nefs to render it plealing, no perfon feemed better

adapted than Governor Phillip for the arduous

office he had undertaken. As much depended on
being at peace with the natives, it was his deter-

mination to avoid difputes, if poffible, and to con-

ciliate their good will. But the fequel will ihew,

that all his exertions in this refped could u^t

effe6): the end propofed.

While M. de la Peyroufe reitnained in Botany
Bay, he was unfortunately obliged to have re-

courfe to firearms againft the nativesj a^d t|iis

atfair, joined to the fubfequent iIl)Qondu6^ offon^e

of the eonvi6ts, produced a fliynefs .whicl^ it was
Ipund difficult to remove. Periiaps^'tai^^al ills

i .. tlie,.*^;.
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the aborigines fufTered, might be added their in-

dignant feelings at feeing their ihores ufurped by
ftrangers, who deprived them offome of their beft

fiihing places. Such circumdances could not be
pleaiing: even the mod unenlightened haye fome
ideas of natural and original rights, which ther

either reluctantly part with, or Drenuouily defend.

As February advanced, the rains began to fall

with greater violence, and the neceflity for pro-

curing ihelter became the more urgent. To the
carpenters, all the convidts of this profeffion were
lidded,andone hundred more ofthem as labourers,

to expedite their temporary buildings. Yet it

was fome months before they were nniflied, or

the governor could leave his firft houfe, whiqh
was neither impervious to the winds nor rains.

Captain Cook having difcovered an illand^ in

lat. 29 deg. fouth, longitude 168 deg. 10 min.
eafl, which he named Norfolk lAand, and fpoke
of in terms of high commendation, a party wat
fent out in the Supply, about the middle of Fe-
bruary, to fettle there, to be^ fuperintendent of
this fubordinate colony, the governor appointed
Lieutenant Philip Gl^ley King^ of the Sirius, an
officer of approved merit and fidelity. As the

iiland was uninhabited, this gentleman had only
fix marines under a fubaltern officer, a n)idfiup<«

mnn, a furgeon, two men who underfiood the
cultivation and drefiing of flax, nine male, and
fix female convifts. Due regulations were efta-

bliilied for the conduct of this enterprife; and
every precaution was taken to render this finall

colony at once fa£e and happy.
The governor had not been long eftablifiied at

Sydney Cove, before he fgund, that many indivi*

^]iSkU under kis ,care were fo' loll to all fei^'e of

., right
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Tight ancl wrong, and fo regardlefs even of life

|tfelf, that they could not be retrained from of-

fences againll their countrymen^ or kept from ex-

i)oiing tnemfelves to the favages. Milder means
having been tried, and proved to be ineffectual, a
criminal court was convened, ip which fix of the
convi6bi were condemned to die. One of the

mod daring was executed the fame day, another
was pardoned, and the remainder were baniihed
to a fmall ifland within the bay, where they wei^e

fubfiiled on bread and water. Thefe people had
been convi6ted of frequently robbing the ftorcs,

though they had a liberal allowance of provifions;

but it feemed as if habit had confirmed the necef>

fity of their following their former nefarious prac-

tices, without the leafl temptation or cxcufe.

On the 2d of March, the governor fet out in

the long-boat and cutter, to examine the coafl.

He proceeded firfl to Broken Bay, about eight

miles to the northward of Port Jackfon. Here
be fell in with a few of the natives. Who appeared

friendly J dnd pa fling a bar, failed up an exten-

sive branch of water, which ended in a large la-

goon. The land in the upper part of this branch
jvas low and fwampy.

Croffing the bay, he failed up the fouth-weft

branch, which be alfo found very extenfive,

and fulficiently deep for fhips of any burthen;

Wt the inceffant rains prevented him from tak*

ing an accurate furvey. The land here pof-

felfes more elevation than at Port Jackfon, and is

well wooded. Large trees appeared on the very

fummits of the mountains, inacceilible by roan.

A third branch prefcnted a very fine piece of

waier, which the governor named Pitt Watei;, in

l^onour of the premier. This was found deep and

very
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very extendve. Some iituations ia tliQ viciuit

j

appeared well adapted for agriculture.

During this excurfion, feveral interviews wit|i

the natives took place. At one place they were
viHted by a few women, in company witli the

men. One of thefe females was renoarkably

cheerful and talkative, which is not ufual, at

Icaft in the prefence of their countrymen, of
whom they (land in great awe, and from whoni
they experience little indulgence. Frequently

have the wonien been (een labouring in Uie ca«

noes, encumbered with infants at the breaft.

On another occalion, as the governor and his

^
company were drawing the feine, a number of

'
the natives again joined thejn j when it was for

the firft time obferved, that the women in gene-

ral had loft two joints of the left hand little fin-

ger. What could occadon fuch a lingular ampu-
tation they could not fatisfadorily learn : for it

was found in young girls about five or fix years

of age } and fome who were far advanced in life

had this finger entire. It therefore cannot be a
diftinguiftiing mark of puberty or marriage ; nei-

ther is it uuiverfal, though wholly confined to

females*.

Al remarkable peculiarity, however, attendt

the men, for, though their fingers are entire, moft
of them want the right front tooth of the upper
jaw. Governor Phillip refembling them in this

refpe&4 pointed out the agreement, which occa*

* A traveller of credit informs us, ^hat a tribe of Hotten-
tots, Q^ar Orange River, have all loft the firft joint of the
little finger ; but aoiong them a reafon ^r this is given) that
it is a cure for a particular diforder to which they are fubjed*
it would be a Angular coincidence} to find that the natives of
New Holland ufe this amputation on tl^e fame account^

fioned
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iioned a general clamour; and it is probable he
derived feme confequence^ in their eyes» from
this correfponding defe6t. The cartilage of their

noflrils is alfo perforated, as defcribed by Cap-
tain Cook, and through this they thruft a long
bone or flick, by way of ornament, which the

failors ludicroufly call their fprlt-fail yard. Some
of the old naen, however, had neither this orna-

ment, nor wanted a tooth ', fo that thefe may be
the marks of diftin6tions. Where clothes are

not worn, the body mufl bear the badges of dig-

pity.

"Several of thefe people had their Ikin raifed

Into fn.all velicles, appearing full of wind; and
their bodies were artificially fcarred in various

parts. Even the head is fometimes marked with
thefe difgufting fears, and one perfon feemed to

take a particular pride in fhewing his acquired

deformities, as if they entitled him to honour.

The females had a degree of timidity about

them, which kept them generally at a diflance

;

not that they appeared to feel any impropriety in

being in a flate of nature, but probably from the

natural referve of the fex, or the fear of offend-

ing the men, by whom they were evidently kept

|n great Inbordination.

The natives were obferved to fifli with books
made of the internal furface of a (hell, refem"

bling mother of pearl, and they are not deficient

in de&terity in this art, from which they derive

Iheir principal fubfiftence.

In exploring a part of Broken Bay, the boat

found fome difficulty in landing, which being

obferved by an old man and a youth, they ap-

peared felicitous to render the Grangers any_af-

£fiance, and ran and fetched fome fire to warm
them.
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them. As it rained hard, the old man beckoned
two of the officers to a cave, which he entered

himfelf, and invited them to follow; but his mo-
tives being fufpeded, though probably without
reafon, they declined his invitation. He after**

wards, however, ihewed his friendly attention^

and in a fliort time, when the governor came to

^e fame fpot, he entertained him with a dance
and a fong. Several prefents were made this fo-

ciable favage, which he received with abundant
fatisfa^ion ; but he foon found means to ileal a
fpade, and was caught in the fa6t. The gover-

nor, thinking it neceifary to evince his difplea*

fure, pulhed him away in feeming anger, and
pointed to the fpade as the caufe. This at once
deitroyed their harmony. The old man inllant-

ly feized a fpear, and advancing to the Governor*

feemed determined to ftrike; but teeing his

threats occaiioned no alarm, he perhaps refieded

on his temerity, and defifted from the attempt*.

His courage, however, was eminently confpicu-

ous J for, when he meditated the aifault, the go-
vernor was not alone. Indeed, from feveral oc-
currences, the natives of this coaft do not appear
deficient in natural bravery. Next day the old
man repeated his viilt, in company witK feveral

of his Countrymen ; but, to convince him of his

fault, he was little noticed, while his compani-
ons were prefented with various articles agree-

able to them.
Having thus gained fome partial knowledge

of the counti^'^d inhabitants, the governor re-

turned to the f^ttlement by fea, though it was
his intention to have proceeded, by land, had
Uot iln^ incelTant rains rendered this unpleafant,

I On
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K;

On the 10th of March, M. de la PqToufc left

Botany Bay. He had previbully forwarded let-

ters to Governor Phillip, to be delivered to the
French ambaflador at the Englifli court. Both
parties were toobufy to have much intercourfe j

but fomc friendly vifits were paid the French,
^'ho behaved with their ufual politenefs and hof-

pitality. A few of the convicts found means to

prefent themfelves to the French commodore,
and requefted admiffion into his ihips ; but with
a due lenfe of honour, he reje6tcd their fviit.

While thefe veflels lay at Botany Boy, they loft

Father le Receveur, who was engag':d^ as natu-
talift ou board the Aftrolabe. He had receiv-

ed fome wounds in the unfortunate affray, in

t^'hich the captain of that ihip was killed, which
afterwards proved his death. A llight monu-
mental infcription was put up to his memory,
tvhich the natives foon deftroyed 3

^ but Governor
Phillip caufed the fame words to be engraven on
copper, and affixed to a neighbouring tree. It

feeras that M. de la Peyroufe had paid a limilar

tributeofrefpeft to the memory of Captain Gierke

at the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, in Kan^t-
fchatka. It is with pleafure we record thefe in-

^ances of generous philanthropy between rival

nations. Would they were more frequent

!

On the IQth of March, Lieutenant.Ball, in the

Supply, aiTived from Norfolk Ifland, which the

detachment had reached on the 2gth oif Febi'uary

;

but were five days before they could find a proper
landing place for the fiores and provifions. This
lilaud being environed by rocks, it is difficult

even for a man to get on fhore. However, at lafl

they found a propet ilation^ and the command-
2 ant
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int wrote a very favourable account of the ap-

pearance of his new territory..

Norfolk Ifland is about feven leagues in cir-

cumferencre, and is evidently of volcanic origin.

Of the crater there are Hill fome traces on tho

Summit of a fmall mountain, near the centre of
the iOandy which obtained the name of Mount
Pitt. Its whole extent is covered with the no-
bleft pines in the world, and the richnefs of the

foil is almoft'beyond belief. Grain and gardea
feeds vegetated moil luxuriantly, except fuch as

^jad been injured by carriage or the weevil.

This ifland is extremely well watered, and
near Mount Pitt, a ftrong and copious flrean^

takes its rife, which is capabfe of turning mills.

The climate is mod delightful and falubrious^

and the winter is fo mild, that vegetation re-

ceives no ch^ck from it, but one crop fucceeds

another. Verdure is perpetual j but not a blade

of grafs was to be feen. fThe animals, however,
throve very well on the leaves of plants, trees,

and ihrubs.

The trees were fo bound together by fupple-jack,
that it was difficult to penetrate them : never*

tlielefs the commandant and his little party fooq.

cleared a fmall fpot, where theneceiTary buildings

were erefted, and efculcnt plants fown. Barley
and wheat, as far as the foil had bee:i cleared,

profpered beyond defcription j but the feed of
the latter having been injured, a deficiency in

quantity was the natural confequence. At this

period, however, it is probable, that every incQn«
yenience of that kind is done away, and that the
natural fertility of the foil ia not impeded by ac-

cidental caufes.'

Vol. IX, Fiih
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«^ Fiib and turtle abound on the coaftf and ihut

woods are peopled ]ay innumerable tribesof bircU

of the mod beautiful plumage. Guinea-fowll,
generally white^ ^re plentiful and tame. T^
principal efculent vegetables are mc.x:9!bh^%p
palm> the wild. plantain> the fern tree; and a
kindof wild fpinacfa, . ^
But the moit valuable produ^ions, by f^r, are

the pines and the flax plant. Tlic pines arrive ajt

a magnitude unufual in ^any other parf orf ti)re

world : fomeofthem are one hundred and iixty^

or even one hundred and eighty feet in'hcign|,

and nine or ten feet in diameter,, attbe bottom
of the trunk. Tliey frequently /rife to eighty,

feet^itbout a branch ; and the w,ood is faid; tp

be of the be(| quality, and adapted for mads (»r/

fpnrs. The turp»itine obtained from then| |p
jremarkable for its purity and whiten^f^* "

;^i

The flax plant is Hill more extraordinary. Itf

leaves refemble flags," and , of them, with yc^
little prq>aralion, cordage and appar6) may ]||
,fnade. This valuable plant is pereimiflfA^fl jbf^

n buplbous root. li is very comm^^in |fcw Zea-
land as well as in Nqiff))k J^t^^y fud Jias^beo^
particu3iM'Iv defcribed injQapf^ Voyifg)^ ,

>- OfeKP 4i»dYantage, l^owever, attexidsO^^erfo]^

IJQand, wMch is thewant ofa @oo4 laiu|ii)g plic^^

A midfliipttiai^ and.iourineii;were unf^^ti^af^iij^.

)oil in the furf, foon alter peut<snam'l^ln|gi|^3C^

nve/i ^ictKis fppt 5 but it j* probate tl^ %^i^
^u^nlr'^xaniinf^tipQSr^f the coafi hjave ^r^p|t|^
%b^^ fM^ter^Qt tt;K^^|9M> at tban wtm^ w^^

"

difi^!^##:ipi#^iBdi;;:,r;^^:,- ;
-

: .'i^:. ;,.
-'^^'

.

- JUits are^^cn^ ffiii^n^iedfrifttnjd^)^

froni thei<$ and the m^lome d^n^apJ^||^^_
ferent crops w^sreauma% appreltead^j but pi ,.

« '^sAi. 1 « Jf
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tlie wlio\cf this ifland promifcs to be ad ac(|aifi-
tibri of fomfe confequence. ^ .

„ ^nJ>J8 l^aiftge to Norfolk Ifland, Lieutenant
Ball dlfcdvcrcd an uninhabited ifland in latitude
3* ^cflr. 36min. fouth, which he named aftet
Lord Howe. On examination, the ihons Were
found to abound iii turtic, but to furnifh no good
anchorage. Part of this new difcovery rifes to f
^^* 5*1?^** ®"^ ™*7 be feen at a vaa'diftance:
To facilitate the cultivation of Norfolk Ifland.

a farther detkchiijcnt was feht out from Port'
Jackfon, confining of aii officer and eight ma^
naes, twenty niale, arid ten ftmalc, convia»ir
But from this di^reflion we muft return to the'
fettlement at %dney Cove.
During the month of March; fome ofthe tranf-

ports i?W5i^ unloaded; and difcharged
J and -the

rfeft werc©fcoitrfQ detained, till the ttore boufcs*
were compicted to receive the cargoiis.
On the tith of April, the govern<?r fet outonr

r"^ ?r w*^**^^°» into tMe country, attended by
fe^tfal afcert afnd i parfy <^ marines. They
landed at SfiMrC6ve,iiear the tiorthern entranci
of the harbour. Proceeding in this dimaion;

S ^'l^^^i?^ ^ ^^ ^^^^^ furrounded by mo-
"Ir** 04 thi? lake they obferved a black fwanr
^^'lilch, |}rli|igb proverWally rare in other coun-
i*"l^5/i»^?^^*^comriionliet«. It is a veiy beaiiti:.i

^ fe?' •.^^'^ fittgi are edged with white, and
tne bill IS tuiged with red*

- |?^S *V^amp^ and bog^ inajeded &eir pro-.

S^^r^^^^' thaf itifrasthreedays bel^^^m^^brm. Aliiioftallthemorafles

"^ P^% ^0^ fbUy <^ibc^ the^nSprJe'tmm Mi«^faij^ti^ aiida|fitttUa^iiitr&uce.
J^^ thaa
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than the contemplation of fuch fcenes, where the
labour and ingenuity of man have never been ex-
erted to reclaim the foil. In procels of time,
there is no doubt, that corn may wave and cattle

feed, where at firft it was Icarcely poflible for

inan to penetrate.

Behind thefe low marlhy grounds, they came
to rocks and barren tracks. The hills, however,
were covg-ed with flowering llpubsj and at the
dillance of fifteen miles from the fea coall, they
had an enchanting view of the mountains in the
interior. The various ridges of thefe obtained
the appellations of Carmarthen, Landfdown, and
Richmond Hills. It appeared probable, that a
confiderable ftream flowed between thefe moun^^
tains ; but the ftock of proviiions being fpent, the

governor returned without farther examination.
The governor made another tour of the coun-

try foon after, landing in a diflerent part of the

harbour. At firft they had open country j but in

a Ihort time arrived at thickets, which rendered
their paflage, in that diredion, impracticable.

They were now obliged to keep clofe to the

banks of a fmall creek, by which means they

pafled the cover, and for the three fucceedingdays.

pwrfued a weftward courfe. The country was de-

lightfully fine, for the moft part champaign, or

rifing into gentle eminences, which had a very

elegant and pi6turefque appearance. The trees

grow at confiderable intervals, and were entirely

free from underwood.
On the ^th day they reached the top of an af-

cent, from which they had a profpeft <if Carmar*
then and Landfdown Hills. This landfcape was

fo beautiful, that the governor called it Belle-

vue. Being fUU^ as they ponjedured, about thirty
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miles from the mountains, which. they purpoied

to reach, and being furnifhed with no more than

fiK days proviiionsj it was again found necelTary

to return. ,

They had now experienced the difficulty of
making any diliant excurlions in this country.

Deep ravines, and other unexpe6ted obftacles, fre-

quently diverted them from their courfe, and U
was found impoilible to "afcertain what time

might be required in pafling a certain track.

The prefent/ excurfion had taken up five days,

and, in a dire6t line, it was fuppoled they wer^ not

more than thirty miles from the coaft. They
were able, however, to return in a day and a
half, from having marked tl^e trees as they paifed,

and purfuing the fame path.
*

Prepoflefled with a belief, that the knoufledge
of the country would well repay them for farther

attempts at exploring it, another expedition was
proje<^ed, in which it was determined, if pollible;

to reach Landfdown Hills, where they thought
it probable they might fall in with a river of
fuch magnitude as would facilitate their commu-
nication with the inland parts j but the indiffer-

ent health of the governor, who had been injur-

ed by ileeping on the wet ground, delayed the
profeculion of the journey.

The country laft explored, appeared fo well
calculated for cultivation, that it wasrefolved to

fend a detachment to fettle there as foon as cirr

cumftances would permit. But though the foil

was naturally lo fertile, it was matter of allo-

nilhment, how the natives could procure fubfift-

ance, as they were ignorant of the means of de-
riving any advantages from local fituations, how-
ever propitious. On the coaft, indeed, they prin-

.k.^ ^-.. '•tipally



114 railLlPV VOYAGE.

dpally fiibfift on fifti j but in the interior partly

the EngUlh, with the afliftance of fireaims, could

fcarcely procure game for more than half their

neceflary fupport. Yet the appearance of tem-

porary huts, proved beyond a doubt, that thefe

parts were frequented by the natives. Near one
of the huts the bones of a kanguroo were difco-

vered, and a piece of a root, refembling that of

the fern tree, was picked up, which feemed as if

it had been recently chewed. None of the in*

liabitants, however, were feen in thefe excur*

fions} they either fled the approach of the

Grangers, or concealed themfelves.

Indeed it is likely, that the natives are few in

Bumber, in the inland places ; and exiled from
the fociety on the coafts : for it can fcarcely be a
inatter of choice, to fix their habitations where
the fupplies of life are fo few and precarious.

The huts were conftrnftcd of fingJe pieces of
bark, about eleven feet long, and from four to

i5x broad, bent in the middle, and let up fo

as to form an acute angle. Thefe may perhaps

afford ihelter from the rain, or concealment from
the beafts for which they lie in wait. The bark

of many trees appeared deeply cut, to facilitate

climbing, and in feveral of them were holes, which
had been originally formed by fome animal, and
enlarged by the natives. The kanguroo, the opof*

fum, and the fquirrel, take refuge in thefe places^

(ind the natives lurprife them in their retreats.

The remains of iire<; were vifible in feveral

places
J
but no bones of fifh near them, oii which

thp natives hail fed. How they fubfift, therefore,

inuft be left to future difcovery. Kanguroos
were frequently feen, but tlitgy were very fhy,

Ai(id 4i$ciill to be ihot. Yet thefe ^nimals wero
morQ
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mbre numerous near the encampment than in

liny other place.

This lingular animal refembles the^ jerboa, in

its progrciiive motion j but the pouch of ihe fe-»

male conne6ts it with the opoiTum genus. The
different fpecimens brought to England, vary

much in fize. One has been fhot that weighed
one hundred and forty pounds. The longeft

meafured eight feet five inches from the tip of the

nofe to the extremity of the tail. The greateft

circumference is round the bottom of the belly

and hips, the upper parts gradually tapering.

The fore legs meafured nineteen inches j the hind

ones three feet feven inches. The tail was two
feet and three quarters, pretty thick towards the

rump, and tapering downwards. The ears, for

the moft part, ftand ereft, and the head fome-
what refembles that of a fawn. The fore legg

are furniihed with five toes, armed with claws,

but being fo much fhorter than the hind legs, are

of no ufe in walking, but are merely employ-
ed in digging holes, and bringing food to the

mouth. The hinder legs are very flrong j and
when fitting, the animal refts on them, the

rump being elevated^ fome inches from the

ground. The hind toes are only three in num-
ber, the middlemofl: of which is very long. Ifhe

tail is generally carried ere6t j and the general

colour of the Ikin is a pale brown inclining to aih.

There is reafon to believe, that this animal
is peculiar to New Holland, and being the largeft

of its quadrupeds, hitherto difcovered, a more
particular defcription of it is neceflary, than of
the other parts of animated nature.

From the very conformation of the k^ngurot>i

|t appeals, that its progreHivc motion can only be

by
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by leaps, which have been known to exceed
twenty feet at once, and this fo.oficn repeated,

as ahnoft to diftance a fleet greyhound. It is

capable of bounding over obftacles ten feet high,

with the greateft eafe; and when overtaken by a
dog, its ftrength is fo great, and its refolution fo

firm, that it generally releafes itfelf. In encoun-
ters of this kind, it ufes its tail with great force.

It is therefore generally ihot by Europeans ; but
the nalives have the art of catching it. It feems
to be gregarious, feeding in flocks of twenty or

thirty
J
and one is obferved to be always flationed

on the watch, at fome diftance, when the reft are

thus employed. ,

Young kanguroos have been taken, which in a
few days grew very tame, but they feldom lived

long ; probably froxn an ignorance in fupplying

thtm with their, proper food.

In the laft-mentioned exciirfion, the dung of a

graminivorous animal was feen, which, it was
fuppofed, could not be lels than a horfej but no
traces of the animal itfelf were perceived. It is

not probable, however, that this could not belong

to the kanguroo,^ unlefs it arrives at a fize beyond
what has hitherto been obferved.

• Though the natives of New Hollared have

made fo little progrefs in the ufeful arts, as

not to attempt to clothe themfelves, they are

not without fome ideas of fculpture. In every

excurlion governor Phillip made, he faw figures

of men, animals, and weapons, engraved on the

rocks with chara6terittic rudenefs. On the top

of one of the hills, the figure of a man in a

dancing attitude was not badly expreiTed. ' That
the imitative arts fhould precede thofe of utility,

is a phenomenon in the hiftory of man; but the

prcigrefi
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progrefs of the human mind is fometimes fo dc-

faltory, as to fet theory at defiance.

It was feldoni found, that they could proceed a

quarter of a mile, without feeing trees that had
been on fire. As violent thunder ftorms are not

uufrequent, fome of thefe may have been fired

by the lightning; but it is certain, that the na-

tives never are at the trouble of ^xtinguilhing a
fire they have once kindled, fo that it either com-
municates its flames to the tree, or accidentally

goes out.

On his return from this expedition, the go^

vernor had the nnortification to find, that five

ewes and a lamb had been killed very near the

camp, in the middle of the day. This accident*

it was conje6tured, arofe from the dogs of the

natives; but the real caufe was never known.
The lof^, however, was ferious, as it could not be
foon replaced.

In the beginning of May, three of the tranf-

ports which had been cleared, failed for China

;

and the Supply was fent out to Lord Howe's
Ifland for turtle, in hopes of checking the fcurvy*

which made a rapid progrefs among the fettlers.

By this time, with great labour and afliduity,

eight or ten acres had been cleared, and were fown
with barley and wheat. Such was the lirft agri-

cultural attempt, in a country where, we are

now told, volunteer fettlers are likely to make a

competent fortune in a few years, by the tillage

of the ground alone.

On the 25th of May, the Supply returned, but
had failed in procuring any turtle. She had met
with fqually weather, and had fuftained fome da-

mage, but not of great importance.

About
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About this time, one of the convI<5ls, AVho had
ilrayed to Ibme diftance in fearch of vegetables,

returned dangeroufly wounded. He reported that

one of his allociates, 'vt'ho had gone out on the

fame errand, had been wounded in the head, and
carried off. A iliirt and hat, both pierced with
fpears, were afterwards found in one of the huts
of the natives j but no farther intelligence could
be procured. It is too probable that the Gonvi6ts

had been the original aggreifors, though this was
ftrenuoully denied by the perfon who made his

efcape.

On the 30th of May, two men employed in

collecting ruflies for thatching, were found dead.

One of them had four fpears in his body : the

other was without ajiy external marks of violence.

Thefe vidims, of their own indifcretion, had been
feeu with a canoe, which they had taken from one
of the lilhing ftations. Sach misfortunes were
feelingly lamented bythe governor, as they fruf-

trated his plan of conciliating the alfe6tions of the

natives, and eilablilhing a friendly intercourfe

with them.
. The tools which the rufli cutters iifed being

carried away, the governor thought they might
lead to fome difcovery. He therefore went out
with a fmall party, and landed at the foot where
the men were killed ; but after traverfing the

country for twenty miles, he arrived at Botany
Bay, without fo much as procuring a fight of any
of the natives. Here, however, they perceived about

twenty canoes engaged in fifliing; and when the

fires were made and preparations fet about for

encamping during the night, it was fnppofed that
' fome of the pf;ople would have joined them j but

none appeared. Next morning, though fifty ca-

noes
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noes were drawn up on the beach, not an indivi-

dual perfon was to bo feen.

The governor had now refolved to return j but
as he was proceeding along the fea-coaft, he fell

in with a numerous party of the inhabitants, near

tlie mouth of a cave, and was within ten yards of
ilieni belbre they were perceived. The natives

Avere armed, and one of them advancing, fecmcd
to qaution the Englifli to retire ; but when Go-
vernor Phillip ftepped forward to meet him alone

and without weapons, he affumed a friendly con-
fidence.

In a few minutes they were furrounded by
more than two hundred men j but no figns of
treachery were perceived in this interview, nor

any with to take advantage of the fuperiority of
humbers. The moment friendlhip was offered,

they laid down their wenpons and joined the par-.

ty in the molt amicable manner. Numbers of
women and children \yere afterw-ards brought
down by the men, and accepted fuch prefents as

were given them.
Among thefe people nothing was obferyed

that could point them out as being concerned in

the murder and robberj'^ of the rulh cutters : and
the governor had a freili proof of the propriety

of treating them with a proper degree of confi-

dence. For had he hefitated a moment in iliew-

ing a friendly difpofition, a rencounter muft have
enlued, and the confequences might have been
fatal.

Near this place they faw a fuperipr ftream of
water to any hitherto difcovered.

An old man, feeing the Englifli purpofed to

advance, made figns that he might be allowed to

go before them. ' Having afcendeda hill he call-
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ed out, holding up both his hands, the ufual ex-

prelTion of amity, to fignify to his countrymen in

the next cove, that friends were coming. The
governor, however, did not defcend to that cove,

where he faw about forty men aflembled. The
caufe of fuch numbers being collected was un-
known ; for it was calculated that they conftitut-

ed a very condderable portion of the inhabitants

of a great extent of coaft.

In croffing the hills in their way to Port Jack-
fon, fmoke was feen on the top of Landfdown
Hills, a proof that the country is inhabited fo far

back, which was calculated to be fifty miles from
the fea.

On a farther inveftigation of the fate of the

rufli cutters, there appeared reafon to fuppofe

that one of the natives had been murdered and
feveral wounded before the cataftrophe took

place. This belief induced the governor to offer

emancipation to any convift who (hould difcpver

the aggrellbrs j but nothing farther tranfpired.

It has been mentioned that feveral (^ the fheep

were deftroyed; and they now experienced a

heavier lofs in two bulls and four cows flraying

into the woods ; where they were traced to fome
difiance, but never recovered.

His niajefly's birth day, was kept with due fef-

tivity, and all were indulged with a remiflion from
labour. At fun rife the fliips of war fired a roy-*

al falute, and at noon the marines, being drawn

pp, faluted with three vuUies. At fun-fet the

fame honours were repeated by the (hips, and
bonfires threw a luflre on the night. That every

perfon might participate in the general joy,

the four convi^s, who had been banifhed

to a fmali ifland in the ceiitre of the harbour^
' received
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received a full pardon j and it is prpbable there

was not a heavy heart among them in this diHant

part of his majefly's dominions.

On the 22d of June, they felt a flight fhock of

an earthquake, which lafted only two or three

feconds. The governor at firft took it for the

report of guns fired at a great difiance ; but from
the teftimony of all, the rqal caufe was foon dif-

covered.

Two days after, a convid, who had been guil-

ty of a robbery, abfcondedj but foon after re-

turned, as he found it impolfible to fubfifi in the

woods. ?Ie faid that one of the natives gave him
a fifli, and made figns for him to go away j that

afterwards he fell in with a party of the natives

who would have roafled him j but that he made
his efcape. He actually pretended to have feen

a human body lying on the fire -, but little credit

ought to be given to fuch an authority.

With more femblanc© of truth, he reported

that the inhabitants werfe in great diftrefs for

food, and that he had feen four of them apparent-

ly periihing of hunger, who made figns for

fotilething to eat. This man was tried for hit

offence, pleaded guilty, and fuffered with an*

other criminal.

The fcttlers had now been long enough here to

afcerj^in, that though the necefiity of fubfifiing

fo long on fait provifions, and their expofed fitu-

ation, had brought on the fcurvy, yet that the

climPle In itfelf was mild and falubrious. Heavy
rains nad indeed fallen about the changes of the

moon in the winter months ; but there had been
no feafon that could be called rainy. Violent

!(lorms of thunder and lightning fometimes hap-

pened
-J
but as the country bteios to be cleared*

Vofc. IX, M thefc
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thefe will be lets frequent, and the general healthii

nel's of the place will be increafed.

The variation of the thermometer in the fliade,

frequently amounted to 33 deg. between eight in

the morning and two in the afternoon. It fome-
times flood at upwards of 80.

An account of the flate of the colonifts health

being c'elivered in, on the lalt day of June, by the

furgeon,itwas found thateight marines .arideighty-

one convifts and children, had died from the time

ofembarkation J
that thivty-fixofthemilitarywere

under medical treatment, and lixty-lix of the con-

vitts. He farther ftated, that fifty-two convi^a
were unfit for labour, from old age or infirmities.

Many of the fick, however, were in a convalefccnt

ftate.

When they firft landed, as may be well fup*

pofed, the chief care of the governor was to ertSt

temporary accommodations on the fpot that prc-

fented itfelf as frdcft from impediments. No
regularity could be expededj but the idea of

convenience united to order, was foon at liberty

to expand J and by degrees large fpaces were
opened, lines marked, and a plan drawn out, for

future operations.

The lines of ftreets and public buildings were
now traced, in fuch a fituation as to admit of a

free circulation of air, the convenience of water,

and other comforts which are requifite in a per-

manent fettlement. <

The firft huts, of courfe, were of perifliable

materials, being chiefly conftru6ted of the foft

wood of the cabbage palm, or even of pofts, wat-

tled and plaillered. Barracks and hiUs were af^

tcrwnrds formed ofmore durable materials. Stone

buildings might eafily have been raifed j but the

want
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want of Hme to make mortar w: ^ a great hin-

drance. They found Hone of three different

kinds : one was equal to that of Portland, a fe-

qond fort was fand or tire-llone, and the third

had a mixture of iron.

. No- chalk or lime could be found. A fmall

building for the governor was cemented with oy-

Iter iliells burnt j but there were too few to an-

fwer any general purpofe. Good clay for bricks

is produced near Sydney Cove, and has been fuc-

celsfully ufed for that purpofe. The wood ap-

pears not ill adapted for building : it is heavy in-

deed, but fine-grained, and free from knots.

. Sydney Cove lies open to the north-eaft, and
extends in a fouth-well direction for near one
thoufand yards, gradually decreafing from the

width ofone thoufand four hundred feet, till it ter-

piinates in a point, wJbere it receives a fmall liream

pf freih water. The anchorage extends a conlider-

able way up the Cove, and is iecure from all winds^

Ships can lie almoft clofe to the iliore ; nor are

there any rocks or (hallows to render the naviga-

tion dangerous. Thus the lituation on the whole
is as eligible as can be defired j and- ihews the

difcernment of the governor in making the felec-

tion.

Metals of various kinds appear to abound in

the vicinity of the fettlement ; but the want of
fome fcientific perfon, to defcribe and arrange the

natural productions, both animate and inanimate,

was fe^iibly felt at firft. A convi6t, who had
worked in the lead mines, politively atlirmed,that

the ground which they had bfeen clearing, con-

tained a large quantity of that ore; and copper
was fuppofed to lie under fome rocks, which had
been blown up in finking a cellar, .

.

U 2, WhcrQ
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Where they dug for water^ in fome places thcf
found a fubftance which was taken for a metal)

but after fubmitting it to tlie long-continued ac-

tion of fire, it was fufpe6tcd to be black lead.

The pigment, called Spanilh brown, is 'found ia

great abundance, and the white clay with which
the natives ornament themfelves, in the opinion

of the Abbe Receveur might be formed, with
fome previous care, into porcelain.

Sydney Cove feems to polfefs every local ad-
vantage that can arife from a fine climate, a foil

naturally good, and an exception from whatever
can ihorten the period of life, or lefTen its plea-

fures. All the plants and fruits that had been
brought from Bralil and the Cape, without da-

mage, flouriihed as in their native beds. Euro*
pean vegetables likewife arrive at great perfec-

tion. The vine, it is probable, with due culture,

may In time produce the choiceft juice, and ia

future ages it may perhaps be reckoned a luxury

at the tables of European opulence.

The rank grafs under the trees, had a deleteri-

ous e,ffe&. on the 0ieep that were fuffered to graizo

on it j but fuch as were kept clofe to their pens

and fed there, were preferved. Hogs and poul-

try not only thrive, but multiply very faflj and
there is no reafon to apprehend but every fpecies

of domedic animals will profper and become pro-

du6tive.

When matters were fettled in the immediate
vicinity of Sydney Cove, the governor fent a

fmall detachment to cultivate the ground at the

upper end of Port Jackfon, which in one of hia'

excuriions he had found fo well adapted for that

purpofe. This fpot has obtained the appellatioa

ofRofeHiU.
After
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• After vsTfious unimportant trania6tIons, thougli

uniformly beneficial to the interefts of the infant

colony, the natives who had always been treated

with the greateft indulgence, as far as the authori-

ty of the governor could pre\ ail, but whofe entire

confidence it was found impoliible to gain, made
8n attempt to wreft by force, what certainly did

not belong to them. On the Qth of July, a tilh-

ing party of the Engliih having drawn the feine,

the natives violently feized the greateft part of

the fifh. while a more numerous body of them
ftood with their fpears ready poifed. The cock-

fwain very prudently permitted them to fatisfy

themfelves, and thus hoftilities were prevented.

Orders had been given to allow the natives a

ihare of whatever might be caught when they

were prefent, and till this time they had been ap-

parently well fatisfied with what had been volun-

tarily given them. Hard necellity and the refent-

ment they felt for the encroachments made on
their filhing ftation, might drive them to this def-

perate a6t. No notice was taken of the aggref-

fion ; but a ftrouger force in future was always

fent with the boat, which tended to prevent a
repetition of the injury.

About the middle of July, the governor went
out with a fmall party to examine the land be-

tween Pbrt Jackfon and Broken Bay. In this

quarter, many hundreds of acres were iVet?' from
trees, and in a flate favourable^ -to cultivation.

Proceeding as far as Pitt Water, he faw feveral

of-- the natives, but none of, them joined himi
Wiien the party, however, returned to the boats,

they found about fixty men, women, and child-

ren allembled there. In thjs fociety fome hours
were fpent in a peaceful and amicable manner j

; * M 3 but
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but though the natives did not appear.uneafV in

the company ofthe Engliih, they always manifeil:-

cd latisfadion when they were about to leave

them. At this time many of the women were
employed in filhing, a fervice they commonly per-

form. Two of thefe were obferved to be fcarrcd

or tatooed on the Ihoulder like the men ; a cir-

cumftance not hitherto obferved in any other fe-

males on this coaft.

While the governor and his party were out on
their excurfion, the failors, who waited to guard
the boats, obferved two bodies of the natives,

confiding of about one hundred men each, who
drew up on oppolite fides, and at firft feemed to

be amufing themfelves with I heir fpears, which
they hurled at each other by way of exercifc,

uling their ihields as a defence. In a (hort time,

however, matters affumed a more ferions afpe6t,

and the women were feen running up and down
in great diflrefs, and Ihrieking violently. After

all, it did not appear that any of the men were
killed ; and it is likely the fears of the femalds

might mifinterpret the intention of the exercife

in wliich the men were engaged.

Soon after his return. Governor Phillip fet out

again to explore the coail towards Botany Bay,

In this journey, few of the inhabitants were feen«

but many proofs were obferved of the diftrefles

they lab6ured under from a fcarcity of food. In
the fummer feafon they ihewed a dainty taftc in

fifli, rejecting fome kinds with difdain j but no\r

a young whale, which had been driven on the

coaft, had been greedily devoured by them. They
barely fcorch the outfide of their filh before they

eat it ; and they prepare tl>e fern root in a fimi«

\af mannpr,

'

.

From
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From various obfervations, it appcj|f*i!, that the

natives frequently change their iituati )n ; but it

has not been perceived that they perform periodi-

cal migrations either in fummer or winter. In-

tent I'olely on procuring the means of fubfiftence,

a taik more than fnfficient, at times, to employ
all their ingenuity and exertion, they feem to

have no local attachments, except when lilli and
food may be had in the grcateil abundance and
with the greatert eafe.

The few fpccimens of arts they poflcfs, arc ge-

nerally fuch, as the ueceiiity of their lituatiouf

have forced upon them. Their filhing tackle is

not without marks of ingenuity. The twine of
which thc^ir nets is made, appears to be compofed
of the fibres of the flax plant, with very little

preparritionj but twifted fo as to render it firm

and ftrong. The mellies of thefe nets confift of
large loops, very artificially inferted into each

other, but without any knots. It has been faid,

that they are formed on the very fame principle

as the ground of point lace, except that there is

only one turn of the twine, inftcad of two in eve-

ry loop. Their filh-hooks, canoes, and other im-
plements, are not ill adapted to their refpedive

defiinations. »

Thefe people have few ornaments, except what
are imprefl'ed on the body itfelf, or laid on by way
of paint. The men keep their beards ftiort, as is

fuppofed, by fingeing them. Thry fometimes

hang the teeth of dogs and of other animals in

their hair, and even the claws of lobfters.

Though deftitute of clothes, they are by no
means infeniible to the cold, and have a great

diflike to rain. During a (hower, they have

been obferved to cover their heads with bark^'

and
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and to fhiver extremely. The governor, fronj

thcfe circumftances, was led to think, that clothes

would be very acceptable to them, (liould thejr

ever be brought to terms of fecial intercourlc

with the Engliih.

From the habitual Ihynefs of the natives. Go-
vernor Phillip found it difficult to acquire any
perfed knowledge of their inltitutions and cuf-

toms. It appears they burn their dead j for, on
opening a kind of rude grave, a jaw bone was
found unconfumed j and on a farther invefliga-

tion of thefe barrows, aflies were generally feen.

From the manner in which thefe alhes were de-

pofited, it appeared that the body rauft have been

laid lengthways, and only raifed fufficiently to

allow fire to be put under it. Fern is ufually

fpread on the furface, and prefled down by a fewr

ftones.

. The New Hollanders feem to praffcife the

virtue of honefty to the full, in their inter-

courfe with «ach other. They leave their

fpears, implements, and canoes on the beach with.

•the moft unfufpeding confidence; a proof that

they have not been ufed to be defrauded. Some
of the convicts, however, early taught them that

they had now another kind of people to deal

with. Thefe frequently carried off-' articles be-

longing to the natives, in defiance of the ftri£t

regulations that were eftablilhed ; and to their

condutt, the i'cferve of the inhabitants may rea-

fonably be a fori bed. It is likewife probable, that

they foon learned to diftinguiih thefe free-booters

by their blue and yellow jackets, as they did the

foldiers by their red clothes j and on ftragglersof

the former defcription, they occafionally wrecked
their vengeance. '
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No attempt, however, was made to fire the

graft or corn, which mull have brought down de-

ltru6tion on them For though policy and hu-
manity recommended the mildeft conduct towards

the natives, and a degree of forgivenels for flight

offences j an attempt of this kind was of too fe-

rious a nature to have been overlooked, and would
have juftified the fevereft meafures. Let us

hope, however, that the natives, of this coaft, will

live in peace and amity with our countrymen,

and in the revolution of years, be brought to civiliz-

ation and refinement, by the generous exertions

and examples of Britons. Let us hope too, that

the outcafts of fociety among ourfelves, may be
induced, by their condu6t in a place where they

are removed from the ufual temptations, to en-

deayour to redeem their charader, and regain

their forfeited rights.

From the moft recent accounts received from
this quarter, it appears that the fettlers are rapid-

\y advancing in agriculture and rearing of cattle,

and that the colony promifes not only to repay the

original expence and riik, but to be ultimately

beneficial and advantageous to the mother coun-

From a piece of clay imported from Sydney\

Cove, the ingenious Mr. Wedgevvood caufed a

medallion to be modelled, reprefenting Hope, en-

couraging Art and Labour, under the influence

of Peace, to purfue the means of giving fecurity

and happinefs to the infant fetUement. The fol-

low!' g exqui fitely beautiful verfes, i - allufion to

this medallion, were written by Dr. Darwin, and
we cannot deny ourfelves the pleafure of copying
them.

I

VISIT
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VISIT OF HOPE TO SYDNEY COVE.

Where Sydney Cove her lucid bofom fwells.

Courts her young navies, and the ftortn repelsy

High on a rock, amid the troubled air

HoFB flood fublimc, and vtravM her golden hair;

Caliii'd with her rofy fmile the toffing deep,

And with fweet accents charmM the winds to fleepj .

To each wild plain (he flretchM her fnowy hand)
High-waving wood, and fea-encirclcd (Irand.

** Hear me," fhe cried, ** ye rifing realms! record
** Times opening fcenes, and Truths unerring word.—

•

*' There ihali broad Areets their (lately walls extend^
** The circus widen, and the crefcent bend;
** There ray'd from cities o*er the cultur'd land,
'* Shall bright canals, and iblid roads expand.-—
** There the proud arch, Coloflus-like, beftridie *

<< Yon glittering flreams, and bound the cha|ing tide 9 ,

** EmbelliihM villas crown the landfcape fcene,

** Farms wave with gold, and orchards blyfli between.—*
•* There fliall tall fpires and dome-capt towers afcend»
*< And piers and quays their mafly ftrufturcs blend ;

** While with each breeze approaching veflels glide^
** And northern treafures dance on every tide !"

Here ceafed the nymph—tumultuous echoc§ roar,

And Joy's loud voice was heard from ihore to fliore- -

Her graceful fteps defcending prefs'd the plain,

^d Pbacb; and AkT) and LAiouRijoinM her train*

TOYAGl



VOYAGE AND piSCOVERIES

OF

LIEUT. SHORTLAND,
BETWEEN

PORT JACKSON and BATAVIA.

LIEUTENANT John Shortland, of the navy,

having been appointed agent of the tranf-

ports, (leftined to carry over the firft fettlers to

New South Wales, after difcharging his duty iti

that capacity, was intrufted with difpatches tor

government ; and the Alexander, Friendihip,

Prince of Wales, and Borrowdale, l^eing cleared

about the beginning of July, were put under his

care and conduct, on their return home.
As the feafon was thought to be too far ad-

vanced for them to attempt the fouthern courfe

by Van Diemen's Land, and the paffage by Cape
Horn was deemed ineligible j it was, at laft, una*
nimouliy agreed, that they (hould proceed to the

northward, eitjier through Endeavour Straights,

or round New Guinea

.

Unfortunately, thefe fhips were 111 adapted to

encounter the ditficulties which were to be ex-
peded in every courfe, during fo long a voyage

:

the complement of men was very ihort j they

had no furgeon
i and were totally unprovided

wiiU

•1
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with fach articles as had been found efl{;ntial to

the prelervation of health in fuch tedious expe-
ditions. It is not, therefore, to be wondered at,

if in exploring an unknown pafllige, where they

had no opportunity of obtaining a fupply of fa-

lutary. refrelLments, the fcurvy made dreadful

hjivock among the men.
Mr. Shortland, in the Alexander tranfport,

left Port Jackfon on the 14th of July, and dire6t-

ing his courfe to the eaftward, intended to touch
at Lord Howe's liland, where a place of rendez-

vous was to have been fixed, in cafe of feparation.

This ftep, indeed, ought to have been previoully

taken J
but owing to hurry, it was negledted

till too late. The Alexander was fcarcely ready

to fail, when the jlignal was given for the other

tranfports to put to fea ; and the fwell fetting in

towards the fhore, they were obliged, for two
days, to carry a prefs of fail, to keep the ihipg

from being wrecked on the coaft.

On the morning of the l6th, the rocks off the

entrance of Port Stephens were diftant about
three leagues j but as that place had not been
furveyed, Mr. Shortland was ftiU induced to keep
the fea, amidfl a combination of unfavourable

circumftances. That evening he loft fight of the

Prince of Wales and Borrowdale, and they never

more rejoined^ having taken a different courfe.
' Suppofing, however, they might proceed to

Lord Howe's IHand, Mr. Shortland determined

to touch there, and wait for them a day or two.

With this view he fteered a direft courfe for

that illaiMi^ but the wind proving' moft unfa-

vourable for his defign, he was obliged to aban-

don.it, and to alter his courfe, in company witii

the Friendfhip,

1 Oa
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On the 21ft of July, the mafter of the Friend-

ihip having gone on board the Alexander, Carte-

ret's Harbour, in New Ireland, was fixed as the

place of rendezvous. • Same day they defcried a
fmall ifland, in latitude 29 deg 10 min. fouth,

longitude 159 deg. 50 min. eaft, which was
named Middleton's Illand. It appeared to be
about fix or fcven leagues in length, the land
very high in general, and' had a remarkable peak.

It is probable, this ifland'is of confiderable extent.

By an accurate obfervation of the fun and
moon on the 24th, they found the efFe6t of a

current fo ftrong as to fet the (hip two degrees of
longitude to the eaftward of the dead reckoning.

Froin this it feems that Middleton's iiland Ihould

be placed farther to the caft.

On. the 27th and 28th, many land birds were
in fight, and according to the reckoning and ob-

fervation, they muft have been off part of the

coalt of New Caledonia, though they did not <li£^

cern land. On the 3 lit, however, land was feen,

diftant about five leagues, which Mr. Shortland"

at firft Gonje6tured was Egmont Ifiand 5 but it

proved he was miftaken. He now purfued a

weft courfe, in which direction the land trended j

and failing along the coaft, about fix or feven

leagues, found it formed into an illand by two
points, one of which was named Cape Sydney,

the other Cape Phillip. In the evenin^g, be^re
it grew dark, land was fortunately difcovercd di-

reSly in the ihip's courfe. This occafioned them
tobring to for the night. In the nrforning they had
a view of a very mountainous coaft, which fuffici-

ently convinced them that this could not be Eg-*

mont Ifland, though Mr. Shortland thinks it.

might join it,

VoL.IX. N Bearing
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Bearing away along the ihore, at five or fix

leagues diftance, they came to a point, which
was named Cape Henflow, while another, to the

weft, was called Cape Hunter. Between thefe

two points, the mountains feem to reach the

clouds. This day the latitude was 9 deg, 58 min.
fouth, and longitude 16O deg. 21 min. eaft.

More land ftill opened as they advanced, of a
mountainous afpei^, and the moft diftant part in

light was called Cape Marlh. In the evening
the fliips lay to for the night, the weather being
fqually, with violent thunder and rain.

In the morning of Auguft 2, the Iky was hazy,

which intercepted the view of land; but they

faw many flying fifli. Before noon it cleared up,

when Lieutenant Shortland continued to fteer

north-weft, to afcertain if he had reached the

utmoft extent of land. Early next morning they

fell in with it again. At firft light it appear-

cd like feveral iflands, and an attempt was made
to pafs between them to the north, but it was
foon difcovered that there was no disjunctive of
parts. This fpot was called Nine Hummock
Bay, from its appearance.

Proceeding to the fouth-weft, they came in

fight of two points, which were named Cape
Nepean and Cape Pitt. On the 4th, it was ima-
gined they had paffed the land, but again they

were deceived, and from this circumftance a cape,

which they had juft defcried, was called Cape
Deception.

At day light on the 5th, land was again difcor

vered, and not knowing how far it might trend

to the north-weft, Mr. Shortland now flood tp

the fouth. The latitude was now found to be 9
deg. 44 min. fouth,longitude 157 deg. 30 min. eaft;

'^ Early
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Early next morning they made fail again to

the north-weft, and foon difcerned a rock, which
had exa6tly the appearance of a fliip under fail.

So ftrongly were the people on board the Alex-
ander prepofleffed with this imagination, that

the private fignal was made, under an idea that

it might be either one of the French Ihips, or

one of the tranfports which had parted company
off the coaft of New Holland. Nor was the

miftake dete6ted till they approached within a
league of the fpot.

Soon after, fome canoes came clofe up to the

ihip, without any appearance of fear. Ropes
being thrown over the ftern, the Indians fuffered

themfelves to be towed along, and in this fitua-

tioni exchanged a kind of bone rings, which
they wore on their arms, for nails, beads, and
other trifles ; but iron was manifeftly preferred.

The natives dealt very fairly, and fliewed no
propenlity to fteal. They would not, however,
fufFer themfelves to be drawn along-fide j but at

the fame time, feemed delirous that the Englifti

fhould anchor on the coaft, and by way of in-

ducement, held up the. rind of an orange or

lemon, and the plumage of fowls and other arti-

cles, which they iignified might be had on fhore.

They alfo prefented the lieutenant with a fruit,

which he conceived to be the bread-fruit.

Of the leaves of the plantains^ thefe people

made boxes, or fmall cafes, in whidh they carried

their curioftties. At noon, this Englifti came to

a poitit of land, which was named Cape Satisfac-

tion, and the rock, which had been miftaken for

a iliip, obtained the appellation of the Eddyftone.

As the land now began to trend northward, they
were in hopes of finding a paflage.

Na The
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The nntivcf? called the ifland,from whence they

came, Simboo, a word which they frequently rcr

peatcd. Thete men were remarkably ftout and well

built, from which, it is probable, that they have
plenty of food. Their canoes, which contained

fiom fix to fourteen men, feemed to be well con-

ftni6ted, and carved with various figures, fiained

or painted red. In (liort, their veflels were built

on the fame principle as thofe of Otaheite.

Their ornaments were rings of white bone oa
the wrift, and a (hell, with a feather, tied on the

head. They were not willing to part with any
of their lances. After accompanying the (hips

as far as they thought proper, they left thea^

and returned to the Ihore.

Lieutenant Shortland regretted that he could

not accept their invitation to land, where, doubt-

lefs, refre(hments might have been procured;

but the length and uncertainty of his voyage

forbade the lead delay.

After lying to in the night, the ihlps made
fail early in the morning of the 7th^ and in a

ihort time came in fight of feveral fmall iflands,

of a ^moderate height, and apparently fertilCj

which were named the Treafury Illes.

The. (hips had now run for feveral degrees in

iigbt of land ; and as proceeding farther in the

fame direftion might have entangled them with

New Guinea, they determined to try a paifage

which then lay before them; and were fortunate

enough to fucceed, though with difficulty and
danger. This paffage obtained the name of

Shortland's Straights, and, it is probable, the

fame as M. Bougainville failed through in 1769*

A (hiaU diflference in the longitude is the only

reafoa
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reafon to doubt the identity j but this might
arife from an imperfe^St obfervation.

Lieutenant Shortland now congratulated him-
felf on having cleared this large track of land,

which he had the greateft reafon to fuppofe was
united the whole way, from where he nrft fell in

with it. If any other paflages really exift, he
thinks they mull be between Cape Phillip and
Cape Henllowj or between Capes Marlh and
Pitt. To afcertain this point will be the bufinefs

of future navigators. To the whole traft of land,

the name of Ne^ly' Georgia was given.

On the weftern fide of Shortland's Straights

the land continued to be very high, and extend-

ed as far as the eye could reach. In the after-

noon of the 9th, they defcried two iilands, but
various caufes prevented them from giving them
any examination. It was now determined to

fail round New Ireland, and they dire6ked their

courfe accordingly.
'

Till this period the voyage had been enliven-

ed by difcovery, though their progrefs had been
retarded ; but now that dreadful fcourge of ma-
riners, the fcurvy, broke out with fuch viru-

lence, and increafed to fuch a degree, from the

want of proper remedies, that it was found ne-

ceflary, in the fequel, to facrifite on^ of the Ihips,

and the united crews were foon reduced to fuch

a ftate of weaknefs as to baffle all defcription.

On the 13th of Auguft, five feamen of the

Alexander were already fo much afFefted with the

fciirvy, that they could not, witliout diflSculty,

cat even flour or rice. The weather was no\y

very variable, and, it is probable, they were not

far from land. On the l6th it was actually de-

fined, and the lame day they palled the line.

N 3 Notvvith-



138 8H0RTLANDS VOYAGE.

Notwithftanding every precaution which their

(ituation would permit them to ufe, the fcurvy

continued to make new inroads among the creW
of the Alexander ; nor was any thing found ef-

fedtual to coun terabit its malignity.

On the 10th of September, they were in fight

of land, which, from its fituation, muft have been
one of the Pelew Iflands, fo juftly celebrated for

the hofpitable reception of Captain Wilfon. Un-
fortunately the hiftory of that voyage had not
been publifhed, and Lieutenant Shbrtland con-
ceived he was got among the New Carolines.

Next day, they failed between two iflands.

Many cocoa palms were feen on the fliore, and
excited an earnelt longing among the fick to taiie

this falutary refrelhment. The natives approached
in their canoes, and invited the Englifli on fhore;

and many perfons of both fexes fwam off to

them, holding up bamboos full of water, which
they imagined the (hips to want.
Mr. Sinclair, the mafter of the Alexander, be-

ing engaged in founding, with the boats ahead,

refolved to land amidlt a concourfe of people,

and to endeavour to make them fenfible that co-

coa-nuts, and not water, were wanted. He made
an old man, whom he concluded to be a chief,

from a bone ornament on his arm, a prefent of

fome nails and beads, which were accepted with
evident pleafurej and the chief now exerted

himfelf in repreffing the infolence of his people,

who endeavoured to fteal whatever they could

lay their hands on. Not more than thirty cocoa-

nuts were obtained by Mr. Sinclair, and thefe

were green. The natives were armed with lances

and a kind of ^dze^ evideDtly of European ma-
nufaiSture,
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In return for the prefent he had received, the

chief complimented the mailer with a mixture
of filh, yams, and other articles, the very odour
of which made it difagreeable. At flrfl landing,

many of the natives repeated the word Enslees,

and being anfwered in the affirmative, they ihook
their heads, and called out Efpagnol.

From thefe circumHances, it is probable, that

the £ngli{h had now fallen in with the people of
Artingall, againil whom our countrymen had fig-

nalized themfelves; and if fo, their knowledge
of the Spaniards muft have been pofterior to that

event. Had the reception of the Antelope's

crew been known, Lieutenant Shortland would
have prefented himfelf before the beneficent Ab-
ba ThuUe J and himfelf and crew, by means of
ready refrefliments, might have efcaped much of
their fubfequent diftrefs. But their ignorance pf
the relief at hand, and the danger of landing an
enfeebled crew among a numerous people, whofe
difpofitions were not known, made them unwill-

ing to rilk the event.

Towards the latter end of September all their

ills were exacerbated j and agues and intermit-

tent fevers began to prevail. Some deaths hi^d

happened; and few on board tlie Alexander
were free from complaint, or could go through
their duty without ditficultv and pain. The
Friendfhip had been hitherto more fortunate j

but the rapid progrefs of the fcurvy on board

that (hip made a fatal compenfation for the delay

of its commencement ^
On the 27th of September, the land of Minda-

nao was feen. In all this iea, a ftro g current

conftantly fet the (hip confiderably to the fouth

of his reckpning. On the 3d of Odober> the

. wind
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\i'ind fuddenly fell, and the Alexander was in

the greatcll danger of driving with the current
* on the coaft of Sangnir liland. In the evening
of the ifth, the Friendlhip adually ftruck on a

reef off the coaft of Borneo ; but, by the affift-

ance of her confort, was fortunately got off with-
out material damage.
The Alexander, by this time, had loft eight of

her ftiort complement, and only four men and
two boys were fit for duty. The Friendihip had
no more than fire men not difabled, and was
likewife fliort of provifions. In this diftrefting

dilemma, the weftern monfoon being expedted to

fet in, it was indifpenfably neceffary to concen-

trate their crews, ^he Friendlbip being the

fmallcr veffel, and moft eafily cleared, Mr. Wal-
ton, her mafter, confented (lie ihould be eva-

cuated and funk, on condition that he Ihould be
allowed half freight of the Alexander. This
being agreed on, the crew was transferred to the

Alexander i yet ftill there was fcarcely half the

proper complement j nor was it more than was
abfolutely neceffary to work, that fliip to Batavia.

It was the 29th of Odober, before the Alexan-
der was ready to fail from the coaft of Borneo,

within a few miles of which ihe had lain at an-

chor ', and owing to a foutherly wind and a ftrong

current, llie did not get round the Ifle of Pulo

Loot till the 5th of November.
Sickiiefs ftill continued to fpread among them,

ahd, at this period, only one man, befides the

ofticers, was able to go aloft. In this fttuation,

four large boats bore down upon the ihip, appa-

rently with hoftile intentions, and gave them no
fmall degree of alarrti. Lieutenant Shortland

hoifted Englifli colours when Uiey were about a

mile
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ro'ile dldant ; and the boats (hewed Dutch and
Portngucfe enligns. They continued in chace
for feveral hours, during which all the (Irenglh

that could be raifed was ufed on board the Alex,-

ander, and the guns were pointed. To try the

courage of the purfuers, Mr. Shortland ordered a
Ihot to be fired over them, which fortunately had
the defired eifed, as they hadily made for the
ihore.

But though they efcaped this impending dati-

ger, nothing but their vicinity to Batavia could
have faved them all from dedrudion. On the

17th of November, only one man, beiides the oiE-

cers, was fit for work, and had they been obliged to

keep the fea a lew days longer, they had no other

profped than of being tolfed about at the mere/
of the winds and waves.

On the evening of that day, however, they ajv-

proached Batavia; and fired a gun and made
(Ignal for affiftance. With infinite difficulty they
got into the roads,'' and were indebted to the
Dutch for help in furling their fails, which fee-

vice the crew was in too reduced a ftate to he
able to perform themfelves. Never, perhaps,

did any fhip arrive in more forlorn circumltances,

that had neither fuffered from the winds nor
waves.

Next morning, after they came to anchor, the

Dutch commodore humanely fent off a boat
laden with refrelhments, and men to affift in re-

fitting the ihip for fea. The fick were conveyed
to the hofpital, where feveral of them died ; and
a fre(h crew was made up from fome Englifli

Eafi Indiamen, then lying at Batavia, in which no
more than four of the original fcamen remained.

On
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On the 7th of December, the Alexander again

Jput to'fea, and the remainder of her voyage be-

ing in a track well known, and unmarked by any
extraordinary events, does not deferve a detail.

At the Gape of Good Hope they found the Sirius,

Captain Hunter, who had been there fix weeks
before. Lieutenant Shortland now learned, that

the Prince of Wales and Borrowdale tranfports,

which parted from him on the coaft of New Hol-
land, had returned by the fouthern paflage, and
had touched at Rio de Janeiro.

After a ihort ftay at the Cape, the Alexander
again fet fail, and arrived off the llle of Wight
on the 28th of May.
The melancholy fate of this ihip's crew, will

warn future navigators to furnilh themfelves

with antidptes againll the malignant poifon of

the fcurvy, and the track Lieutenant Shortland

purfued, as it opens a new pnflTage, will be of

fervice to them in another refpe6t. This voyage,

indeed, is not unimportant, either to the mariner

or the geographer, and ranks Lieutenant Short-

*land among difcoverers.

;;U VOYAGE
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VOYAGE OF

CAPTAIN MARSHALL^
FROM

PORT JACKSON

u
TO

CHINA.

VOYAGE

THE different tracks which the tranfports,

engaged in the firft expedition to New South
Wales, purlued in their way home, have furni (li-

ed and multiplied valuable materials for informa*

tion and entertainment. ,

Captain Marfhall, in the Scarborough tranfport,

left Port Jack fon' on the 6th of May, 1788, and
proceeded towards China, to )ade with teas on
account of the Eaft India Company. For fome
days they, had very variable and unpleafant wea-
ther. In the afternoon of the 1 6th, they were
clofe in witli the land of Lord Howe's liland; and
next morning Captain Marfliall fent his chief

mate in the boat, to endeavour to procure fome
turtle; but after the moil diligent fearch, they
were unfuccefsful. However, they brought ofFa

quantity of fine birds, refeipbUng Guinea fowlSy

and very fat, — Having
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Having taken in iiich refrelhnnents as the Iiland

afforded, they made fail in company with the

Charlotte tranfport, which they found here, and
on the 22d came in %ht of Norfolk Ifland, but
did not land,

After leaving this ifland, they proceeded to the

north and eaft^yard, and on the 26th defcried a

fmall iiland, which proved to be a barren rock of

fmall magnitude, bat covered with birds. A
frightful furf fnrrounded the coaft, which ren-

dered it impoftible to land. It was named Mat-
thew's Ifland.

Nothing particular occurred till the 4*h of

June, when the water appearing coloured, they

founded, and found ground in fifteen fathoms
^vaterj and perceived they were in the vicinity of

a fhoal. Vail numbers of birds of different kinds

were fcen flying to the weftward, fVom whi<^ it

was fuppofed that land lay in that diredion.

How far this flioal extends was uncertain; no
termination could be feen from the maft*$ head^

as far as the eye could reach.
,

On the morning of;the l6th, they faw :an jfland

Tight ahead, about nine miles diflant ; and fooB

after feveral canoes put oft' towards the ftiip, but
did not venture to come up. This land is low and
level, and was-named Hopper's Ifland, It lies

almofl under the line, in 173 deg. 43 min. eail

longitude.

Soon after they defcried another fmaller ifland,

called Henderviile's, and prefently a third, which
•was named Woodle's Ifland. From the latter,

five large canoes put offj but when they had ap-

proached within a few miles of the fljip* they

tacked about and returned. The wind blowir^g

off ti}£ ]|ind^ prevented the Bnglifli from going
|

-
'

©n
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on fhore. Large fires were lighted along the coaft,

and a vad concourfe of the natives w^s feen col-

ie£ted on the beach, many of whom pointed to

the ihip, as in token of wonder and furprife.

Several canoes appearing to advance from ono
of thefe iilands. Captain Marihali determined to

lie to; and at laft two of them came up without
the leail hefitation. The Indians began to talk»

and to make iigns for them to bring the (hip

nearer the land.

To ingratiate himfelf with his vifiter^, the cap*

tain ihewed them fome nails and glaA> which
they feemed very ddirous to v-'^lain, but none of
them would venture on board aving receive^

fome little prefents, they appea 'v auch pleafed^

and made the captain a return in a kind of beads>

and the teeth of animals, which they wore about
their necks by way of ornament.

Finding that the captain would not liden to

their folicitation of bringing the Ihip nearer the

^fland, they took their leave, and returned to

the iliore. It is highly probable, that thefe

iflands afford a variety of tropical fruits and re-

frefhments. The natives appeared plump and in

good condition; a proof that they are not llinted

in the article of food, ^hey are a perfonable race,

of a copper colour, with long black hair, expref-

iive black eye$> and fine teeth. Many of them
had their faces painted white.

Their canoes were iugeniouflyconftru6ted, and
capable of holding* twenty people. They were
furnifhed with outriggbi^s, by which contrivance

they were in little danger of being overfet in any
weather. They had a large fail, which appeared

to be made of raw £lki neaUy fewed together;

Yo^.IX. and
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and in ihort, managed their canoes with much
dexterity, and appeared a lively, ieniible people.

Quitting theie new difco^refies, whichj hud
circumftances permitted, would moll likely have
repaid the labour of fotne examination, the cap-

tain ftood to the northward, and on the 20th faw
an ifland, which appeared low, and almofl level

with the water. When they got in with the
land, it appeared to bea cbaiu of iilands, extend^

fng nK>re than thirty leagues. As they ran along

the coaft, feveral canoes followed the ihip, but
none would approach. Numbers of the native*

a^embled on the beach,.to gratify their curiolity

at the fight of a ihip, perhaps the firft they had
ever feeu. At one time, the captain propofed

jfending a boat onihore, in qi»tefit of refreihments ^

but the crew being miKhafHided with the feurvy,

the fcheme was dropped, as being too dsangerous;

The centre of thefe iilands is in 1 deg. 50 min.
north latitude^ 172 deg. eafl longitude. They
are very low» and had a deep fea round them,
with the appearance of fome^ne harbours.

Seeing no profpe^ of procuring refreihmentt

from the natives, without diking too much, Cap^
tain Mariball made faiU dnd on the 22d came up
to an i0«nd, on the coaft of which many canoes
were failing; but none of them couid be enticed

to approach the ikip. In running along, fix ad-
joining iilands were difeovercd, extending about
^^fteen leagues. Thefe obtained the names of
^\et)% Gillefpy'8,Touching's, Oarke^V, Smith's,

and Scarborougii's Iflands. *£hef feem toabound
with cocoa an^ cabbage trees%

Next4^ snort knd made its^ appearance, and
on jiJif fttcc«edi^^11ier>^ilid -alon^ a chain <if
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iilands. A canoe putting off from a part of the

coad, the captain 1^ to, in hopes tlie natives

would come up; but when they had advanced
within one hundred yards of the ihip, they put
back in apparent fright. Thefe people had ikins

wrapped round their waift^, and their hair was
ornamented with (Heiis and beads.

In a ihort time ieveral canoes went along-iide

ihe CharliJtte, which was at fome diilance allern»

and fome of the natives going on board, made
free with every tiling they could lay their bands
on. They appeared, however, to have fome ideas

of civilization : all of them had decent coverings

round the waift, and necklaces made of beads, to

which a crofs was fufpended in the catholic llyle.

Thefe were named Lord Mulgrave's Iflands.

They lie between 5 and 7 deg. north latitude, an<|

171 and 172 deg.eaft longitude. They abound ii|

tropical fruits; but none Was offered in barter.

At noon, on the 25th, they fuppofed they had
got clear of tlie land, and next night they i^oo^

under an eafyfail; but to their furprife at day-
light, faw land again in different direftiohs, rnd
had evidently patted between two iilands in the

dark. A clufter of fmall iflands were foon per*

ceived ; but no ligns of inhabitants.

On the 2Sth, more idands were feen, and the

weather being hazy, they ftood off from the Isndj

but as foon as it cleared up, they bore up to the

mod wedern iiland. Two large canoes were
lying on the beach, but no inhabitants appeared.

A variety of iflands prefented themfelves almoil

In fucceflion: the lafl in latitude 9 dtg, 34 min«
north, longitude l6g deg. 22 min. ©aft, were fup»-

pofed to be the Barbadoes Iflands> difcovered by
Lord An(oiXs

02 Havlos
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Having now a clear navigation, they profccnted

their voyage without any remarkable occurrence,

till the 31ft of July, when they defcried Saypan.

Next morning Captain Marlhall fent a boat on
ihore, to procure refrelhments, and to look for

anchorage. In a iliort time (lie returned, laden

with cocoa-nuts and cabbage j but as no conve-

nient ftation for the fhip was difcovered, the cap-

tain determined to make the beft of his way to

Tiniah, to put the (ick on (bore ; the number of
which was now increafed to an alarming degree.

On the 5th of Auguft this was put in execu-

tion, an^ a tent ere6ted for the accommodation of
%he men. Here they found a great number of
cattle, hogs, and fowls j but could fcarcely fecure

any of them. Next day the chief mate was fent

to look for water. The well, mentioned iil

Anfon's voyage, was found quite dryj and no
water was to be had within two miles of the land-

ing place. The boat, however, came back laden

with various fruits.

Towards evening, the wind Wowing a ftrong

gale, Captain Marlhall, fearful of consequences,

with much difficulty got the lick on board j and
after riding out a ftorm during the night, in which
they were in the momentary expe6tation of being

driven on ihore, at day-break the wind iliifted,

on which they cut their cables and got clear of
Jand. Scarcely had they effe6ted this, when it be-

gan to blow a complete hurricaflft, fo that it was
moft fortunate they were got into the open fea, or

they mud inevitably have been daihed on the coaft.

The remainder of the voyage prefented nothing
new or worthy of remark. On the 7th of Sep-

temh'^r they came, in fight of the Lema Iilands>

and next day anchored in Macao Roads.

VOYAGE
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LIEUTENANT WATTS,

TO

OTAHEITE AND CHINA^

LIEUTENANT WATT?, who fiad accom-
panied Captain Cook in his laft voyage,wheA

the fettlement at New South Wales was deter-

mined on, folicited and obtained leave to join in

that expedition. He failed on board the Lady
Penrhyn tranfport. Captain Sevcrj and when that

Aip wasdifcharged, on the 5th of May, 1788, he
left Port Jackfon and returned in her.

In a few days after they fct fail, the fcurvy be-
•gan to make its appearance. For fome days they
nad unfavourable weather, with thtmder, light-

ning, and rain. On the 14th, they came iuiight

of Lord Howe's Ifland, and (landing off and on,

during the night, next morning a boat was hoiftcd

-out, and Lieutenant Watts and a party M»ent on
ihore in fearch of turtle; but after exploring the

different bays, they found no traees of-any. Ano-
ther effort, howevcir, was made, as turtle would
have been t» valuable acquifition, but they faw
only one. However, to make amends for this

difappointmcnt> they were very fuccefsful in filh-

03 Wbca
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When Lieutenant Ball iirft difcovered this

ifland, he caught a quantity of fine green turtles;

but it is probable, that the change of the feafon

had caufed them to emigrate. About three

leagues from this ifland, is a remarkably high
pointed rock, which was named Ball's Pyramid^

from the original difcoyerer.

They explored Lord Howe's Ifland in various

diredions, which had every appearance of having
undergone a volcanic revolution. The feathered

tribe are the fole inhabitants of this fpot, and
from the fecurity they enjoy, they are amazingly

numerous. Ganets were mod plentiful: there

were likewife large pigeons, and beautiful parrots

4nd paroquets, .-

Though the foil in moil places is fandy, the

liland is well covered with wood, in which the

mangrove, the bamboo, and the cabbage prevail.

The efculent vegetables are fourvy-grafs, fpin^ch,

endive, and famphire.

After quitting this ifland, they profecutcd their

voyage without any material occurrence, till the

Slit, when they difcovered two iflands, from the

appearance ofwhiph, at a diflance, it was fuppofed

fome refrefliments might have been procured;

but on approaching one of them, they found
themfelves greatly difappointed. However, Cap-
tain Sever ordered a boat to be hoifled out, and
with extreme difficulty a party made good their

landing on the rocks, which enyiroii the fhores.

The whole ifland evidently appeared to be a vol-

canic produfiion. Part of it ^as covered with a
long coarfe grafs, and the wild mangrove grew in

great plenty.

7he extent of this ifland is about two mile^ apd
a. half. It was well Apcked with birds^ rats, pnd

mice;
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mice J but no frefli water was found, though, from
the gullies feen in dijfferent parts, it is certain that

it muft be fubjeft to very heavy rains. It was
called Macauley's Idand, and two others, to the

fouthward, which were not examined, obtained

the name of Curtis's Illands.

The fcurvy, by this 'time, made the moft alarm-
ing progrcfs. Swelled gums, the ikfh black and
hard, a contradion of the iinews, and total debi-*

lity were the prevailing fymptoms of this danger-
ous malady. Wine was daily ferved outj but
though that valuable antifceptic, four-krout, was
on board, the lick at iirft refufed to eat it. At
laft, however, they were? glad to fubmit to any re-

gimen that was likely to alleviate their fuffering$;

for, in a Ihort time, only ten perfons on board,,

officers included, were capable of doing duty.

To add to their diftrefs, they had a feries of unfet-

tled weather, and contrary winds, which delayed
their progrcfs.

At laft, on the 7th of July, they fell in with
the fouth-eaft trade wind, when it was determined
to be the moft eligible courfe, in their deplorable

Situation, to proceed toOtaheiteforrcfreihments.
In a few days they were off Oaitepeha Bay in

that iiland, when feveral canoes came along-fide

with proviftons. In ftanding in for Matavai Bay,
the Ihip. was in great danger of ftriking on the

Dolphin Bank -, but at laft Ihe was brought fafe

to an anchor, thpugh not exactly in the ftation

wiftied.

No fooner had they fecurcd the fhip, than the

natives, who had watched their motions from the
beach, furrounded them, crying out, '" Tayo,
Tayo," that is fn'endtj and ^' Pahi no Tutti,"

QQoiCs Jhif, Jhey did aot cpnie empty bonded.
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but had broughtplenty of the choice preclusions

of the place. They feemed' rejoiced to fee the

Engltflii and difpofed of their various commodi-
ties on moderate terms, and in a very amicable
manner.

In the evening, the chief of Matavai came on
board, in whom Mr. Watts recollefted an old

friend, and they mutually recognifed each other.

The chiefs name was Mona, and from him they

learned that Otoo was dill alive, but then abfent.

He alfo informed them, that Maheine, the chief

of Eimeo,after the laft departure of Captain Cook,
had landed at Oparree, and deftroyed all the ani-

mals and fowls within his reach, while 0*too was
obliged to take refuge in the mountains.

• - Next day Ocdiddee, a former friend of the

£ngli(h, paid them a viiit, and in a very affec-

tionate manner enquired after his acquaintances.

He took great pleafurc in reviewing his excur-

iion on board the Refolution; and as it appeared^

no ihip had touched litfre (ince Captain Cook*s>

they concealed the death of that officer, and
made Oediddec a prefcnt, as if coming from him.

Oediddee confirmed the report of the deftruc-

tion of the cattle by Maheine, and farther inform-

ed them, that Omai and the two New Zealand
youths were dead.

In the evening of the 13th, a meflcnger brought

a prefent from O'too, confifting of a pig, a dog,

and fomc white cloth. Next morning a prodigi-

ous concourfe of the natives was obferved on the

beach, when they were informed that O'too was
among them. On this intelligence. Captain Se-

ver and Mr. Watts immediately went on (hore,

and found him furrounded by his people, among
whom were icvcral women catting their fore-

heads
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heads with the fhark's tooth. But what pleafed

and furprifed them mo(l> was to fee the portrait

of Captain Cook, carried by a man in the train of

O'too, and to hear that he was never without this

memorial of his friend.

Nothing can more fully prove the tender and
inviolable friendihip of O'too for Captain Cook»
than the care hehad taken to preferve this pi6ture>

which was painted by Mr. Webber in 1777* ^"d
given to the chief, as a remembrance of a man
whom he had fo often Hudied to oblige. A cha-

ra6ter in which fuch a fteady affection is difplayed,

xnuft be an amiable one

!

After the firft falutations were over, Mr. Watts
invited O'too to accompany him on board, which
was readily complied with, and the portrait of the

lamented , navigator was carried with him. He
vifited every part of the fliip, and feemed afto-

niihed to fee fo many men in a debilitated ilate.

He confirmed the account they had heard of the

death of Omai; adding, that there had been a
ikirmiih between the people of Ulitea and thofe

of Huahcine, in which the former were vidto-

tious ; in confequence of which they had carried

off a great part of Omai's property.

O'too appeared much improved in his perron,

and preferved his original chara6ter, of paying a
liberal attention to the wants of the £nglilh.

During their ftay at Otaheite, he daily paid them
a vifit, and was always accompanied by a woman,
whofe advice he alked on every occalion. This
female was neither fo handfome nor fo elegant in

her manners, as the generality of her countrywo-
men are, nor could they difcover whether il)e was
a^ually the wife of O'too *.

* See Captain Blights voyage, where O*too Is called Tlnah.

The.
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The king and all his chiefs were very, urgent
with them to go to Eimeo, and revenge their

quarrel ; but to this requefl a politive refufal was
prudently given.

Though, from the feafon of the year, a fcarcity

of vegetables might have been expelled, they had
the pleafure to lee them brought in the greateft

pcrfc6lion and abundance. Hogs were amazingly
multiplied, and fowls were tolerably plenty. Some
goats and cats were alfo offered for barter, and
Captain Sever purchafed a male and a female
miich goat with two kids.

The bread-fruit was now exceedingly plentiful*

fts was the Otaheite apple. The natives likewife

produced feveral pumpkins and chilipods, the

produce of the Refohuion's garden. They could
not, however, be prevailed on to eat any of the

pumpkins themfelves ; and as for the chilipods,

they reckoned them poifonous. Many of the

vegetables, introduced by Captain Cook, nadbeen
loft for want of care.

As no iliip had touched here for fome years^

iron began to be exhaufted; and their avidity to

to procure articles in that metal was extreme.

Ked feathers, which had formerly been held in

fuch high eftimation, were now little regarded.

Thus we fee the flu^uations of faihion arc th*

fame in kind, in all countries, though not in de«

gree.

As the iituation the (hip lay in, was not a very

eligible one, and it was thought difficult or unfafe

to feek for a. better, the officers did /not venture

much on ihore ; and of confequence the informa-

tion they received refpefting paft events, or the

prefent ftate of theifland, was much more limited

than might have been wiihed or expe6Mi ^rom
Mr.
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Mr. Watts in particular^ who was no (Granger to

the place.

There was, however, great reafon to fuppofe,

that mod of the European animals were delCroy*

cd, except goats, which had evidently increafed*

The crew having recovered here, in a furprifing

manner, and being fit to attend to duty, Captaia

Sever thought it advifable to run down among
the Society Iflesj and accordingly they got under
way, very early in the morning of the 23d.
Though they wiihed to keep their departure a

fecret, left they ihould be incommoded by tlie

numbers of the natives 'in taking leave, it feems
thefe friendly people had taken the alarm at the

motions they obrerved, and Ihewed much concern
that they were about to lofe their vifiters fo loon,

Oediddee regretted their departure very feelingly,

and importuned the captain to take him to Ulitea;

but O'too interpofed his authority, and begged
he might not be taken from Otaheite. On this

Oediddee ihed abundance of tears, exprefled how
unhappy he was, and when he put from the Ihip^

never once took a parting look.

O'too, with much feeling, remarked what a
long period had elapfed fiuce the Refolution and
Difcovery were at Otaheite, and begged that the

Engliih would not abfent themfelves fo long any
morei he defired much to have focoe horfee

brought him, and as he was quitting the Ihip,

aikcd for a ^w guns to be fired> which tlje caj^-

tain readily complied with.

On the 2^th at noon, they faw the IHand of

Huaheine; but owing to light winds, it was many
hours before they cauld reach it. The ihip kept
ttanding oif and on till the 29th, Yluring which
period^ th« lutiTes brought oft plenty of refreih-

ments^
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inents, but were lefs moderate in their demands
than the Otal^eiteans.

On the 29th, they brought to ofFOwharre har-

bour: the natives every where Ihewed them the

moft friendly attention, and liberally fupplied

them with provifions. In the evening of this day,

an elderly chief, named Tutti, whom Mr. Watts
recognifed as an old friend of Captain Cook's,

confirmed the intelligence they had previoufly

received refpeding Omai. It feems that he was
conftantly purchafing, either neceflaries or fuper-

fluities} and that he was as conftantly impofed on
by his countrymen. Had he lived much longer,

from his weak extravagance, it is probable, he
might have been reduced .to want. He died,

however, a natural death at his own houfe. On
his deceafe, the men of Ulitea attacked them on
account of his property, alleging, that as he was
a native of their illand, they were his lawful heirs.

Tutti faid, that thefe people having prevailed by
force, carried away a confiderable part of his re-

maining effects, particularly his mulkets, the

ftocks of which they broke, and buried the gun-
powder in the fand.

The houfe, which Captain Cook had caufed to

be ere6ted for Omai, was Hill in good repair, and
had been covered by a very large one built after

the country faihion, in which the chief of the

illand had taken up his refidence.

Having recruited the health of the crew, and
taken in a competent fupply of provifions, confid-

ing of hogs, foiwls, and fruits of various kinds,

they took their leave of thefe hofpitable people,

on *he 2d of Auguft, and ftood to the north-weft.

On the 8th, they defcried a low flat ifland, appa-

rentier well wooded, whidi was called Penrhyn
• ' liland.

. Iftand,

•latitud
• In t

foppol

reafon

bank;
the ilh

' Int]

of an
chart,

jgannet

ihipj h

Proc

markal
when t

Tinian
on flio

which
:

illand.

and ne;

a party

Fori
qucnt
matear
accurat

Soon
and dre

port ha
on Ihor

caiks, (

cumftai

had bee

and una

From
it appea

nor Ion

Vol.



demandf!

larre har-

them the

fapplied

F this day,

Ir. Watts
n Cook's,

previoufly

at he was
or fuper-

npofed on
2h longer,

>bable> he
He died,

)ufe. On
I them on
as he was
vful heirs,

availed by
of his re-

kets, the

. the gun-

caufed to

epair, and
juilt after

ef of the

crew, and

IS, confift-

>us kindSj

)le people,

orth-weft.

and, appa-

Penrhyn
Xiland.

WATTS*S VOYAGE. 157

_ Iltand. It IS fituatdd in g deg. 10 mm. fouth

•latitude, 202 deg. 15 min. eaft longitude.
• In the afternoon of the 20th, land was again

foppofed to be in light, but there was afterwards

reafon to think that they were deceived by a fog-

bank; for after lying by all night, next morning
the illulion was no more.

In the evening of the 23d, being in the vicinity

of an ifland and a reef, as laid down in Anfon's
chart, they brought to for the night. Next day
gannets and various other birds flocked round the

ihip J but no traces of land were perceived.

Proceeding with profperous gales, nothing re-

markable occurred till the 15th of September,
when they came inflight of Saypan, and next day
Tiniau faluted their view. Mr. Audis was fent

on ihore, to endeavour to procure a bullock, of
which great . numbers were feen grazing on the

ifland. In a few hour^ he returned with one;
and next morning, having caft anchor in the road,

a party landed to hunt.

For fome days they had light winds, with fre-

quent fliowers over the land, and found the cli-

mate anfwer Commodore Byron's defcription very
accurately.

Soon after they anchored, they obferved a buoy,

and drew up an anchor which the Charlotte tranf-

port had been obliged to leave here. The party

on fliore alio found fome fpars, and three water-
calks, one of which was full. From thefe cir-

cumftances, they conjectured that the Charlotte

had been driven out of the road byadverle winds,

and unable to regain her flation.

From the concurrent tcftimony of navigators,

it appears that the Road of Tinian is never fafe

nor long tenable, The liady fcnrhyn met with
Vol. IX. P * implcalant,.
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unpleafant, fqiially weather, and was obliged to

ihift her ground. On the 29th, the wind appear^

ing favourable, they weighed anchor, and cooti-

nued their voyage.

The well at Tinian did not afford more thaii

three tuns of water a day, nor was this of a goodl

quality, being foraewhat brackilh. They obtainr

ed here two bulls, eight hogs, and about a dozen
fowls. Thefe animals were numerous, but fliy.

.

The bread-fruit was not quite in feafon, and
the fame may be faid of the guavas, which are

very abundant. The mean ftate of the thermor
meter, during their flay, was 87 deg. they were
peflered with flies to the laft degree.

From Tinian, the voyage v/as unproductive of
remarkable events : theyr anchored in Mscao
Ro^ds on the 19th of Odober, and in due titam

viiited their native land.

VOYAGE
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CAPTAIN BLIGffy

TO THB

SOUTH SEA,

ffOR THE PURPOSE or CONVEYING THB BREAD*

FRUiT TREE TO THE WEST INDIES.

FEW royagcs, in the prefent age, have excit-

ed more intereft or regret than that which
is now under coniideration. The bright pro«

fpeds of >t$ commencement, and the fuccefs that

sttended it, till danger alid defeat w^re little to

be apprehended, only ferve to throw a deeper

Ihade over its melancholy clofe. In its various

fcenes, it prefents features to allure and repel $

it records events that alternately infpire hope and
chill with defpair ; and yet it feems as if the

drama mnft ever remain incomplete, for the ca-

tafirophe, to this day, is only partially known.
In confequenpe of a petition to his majefty,

from the Weft India planters and merchants,

that the bread-fruit tree might be introduced

into thofe iflands, the king was gracioufly pleaf-

«d to condefcend to their requeft, and a veifel

of two hundred and fifteen tons, named the
Bounty, was purchafed and equipped for this

piupoi'e. The command of her was given to

P 2 Lieutenant
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Lieutenant William Bligh, of the navy, wlirtt

having formerly liiiled with Captain Cook, and
having a local knowledge of the iflands from
which this valuable plant was to be obtained,

was juftly confidered as a proper perfon to be in-

trufted with the conduct of fuch an enterprifc.

A confiderable time was fpent in fitting up
the ihip in fuch a manner as to anfwer the prin-

cipal purpofe of the voyage, and no care or cx-

pence was fpared in the general equipment.

She was provifioned for eighteen months, and ad-
ditionally fupplied with every article that could

preferve the healths of the crew, or tend to pro-

mote a friendly intercourfe with the natives of
the South Sea Iflands.

The complement of officers and men amount-
ed to forty-foijir, befides Mr. Nelfon, a botanilt,

and an ailiftant under him, both recommended
by Sir Jofeph Banks.
On the 4th of November, the Bounty arrived

at Spithead, and on the 24th, the captain receiv-

ed his final in(tru6tions-; but the wind proving

extremely unfavourable, fome time elapfed be-

fore they could proceed on their voyage.

At lafl, on the 23d of December 1787, they

failed from Spithead, but in palling down the

Channel, they experienced very flormy weather^

in the courfe of which they fuffcred feverely.

On the 29th, the gale abated, and the weather

became moderate, and in this (late it generally

continued till they reached TcncrilFe.

As they were approaching this iiland, on thf
4th of January 1788, they fpoke a French (hip

bound to tLs Mauritius; and next day they aa*

chored in the Ro^d of Snnta Crux*

As
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As foon as the (hip was fecured, the captain

ftnt Mr. Chriftian, who makes*fuch a confpicu-

oas, but unfortunate, figure in t^e hiftory of this

voyage, to wait on the governor, to folicit re-

freChments, and liberty to repair the damages the

ihip had fuilained in paflfmg down the Channel.

The governor fent a very polite reply, and offer-

ed whatever accommodations this idand afforded.

On its being intimated to him, however, that the

Engliih meant to falute* provided he would re-

turn the compliment with an equal number of
guns, his excellency, from too pun61ilious an ob-
iervance of etiquette, obferved, that he did not
return the fame number but to perfons of equal

rank with himfelf ; and, of confequence, this

ceremony was wholly omitted, though without
occafioning any mifunderilanding.

Soon after, feveral officers came on board to

compliment Captain Bligh on his arrival; and, as

foon as it was convenient, he landed and paid his

perfonai refpe6ts to his excellency.
' The buiiners of the fliip was carried on with
•11 due difpatch, and leave was folicited and ob-
tained for Mr. Nelfon to examine the country

for plants and natural curiofitieB. As there «'as

• ftrong furf on the ihore, the captain contraded
for every thing to be brought off to the fliip, and
agreed to give five Ihillings per tun for water.

Very good wine was purchafed at ten pounds the
pipe J but this was the moft unfavourable feafon

for refrefhmcnts in general, and the price, of
courfe, was high. The corn was full five fhil-

lings a bnfbel, and beef was not only dear, but
very poor. From March to November, however,
fupj)lie8 may be had here pri reafonable terms

;

•lid wine, at every feafon, is good and moderate.

P 2 Teneriife,
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TencriiFe, though confiderably without '.the

tropic^ is fo nearly within the limits of the trade

wind, that navigators generally (leer to it from
the eaftward. The Road of Santa Cruz lies on
the eafl Ade of the ifland, at the extremity of
a range of barren, craggy, hills.

The landing on the beach is generally imprac-
ticable, or, at lead, dangerous with iliip boats j

but there is a fine pier where this may be effetSied

without much rilk> when the fwell in the road
is moderate.

The lower clafs of the inhabitants exhibit at

great degree of want and wretched nefs ; but the

governor had benevolently taken fome pains to

alleviate their ills. He had intiitutcd a charitable

focici^, which fupported and employed one hun-
dred and twenty poor girls, and as many boy^
The captain was ihewn this afylum by his ex<xjl-

lency, and he had the pleafure to remark, that

cheerfulnefs and content brightened every coun*
tenance.

The decency and neatnefs of the females, and
the order in which they were arranged at their

fpinning wheels and looms, were Worthy of ad-

miration. They were engaged in the manufac-
ture of ribbons, coarfe linens, and tapes, under
the fuperintendence of a governefs, and appeared

to execute their work in the moft perfect ftyle.

Thefe girls are received for five years, at the ex-

piration of which they are at liberty to marry,

and, as a portion, are allowed the implements of
their trade, and a fum of money proportioned to

the richnefs of the fund.

The men and boys are employed in coarfer fa-

bricks, fuch as blanketing and woollea cloths of

nil kinds. If they become infirm^ they are al-

lowed
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lowed to fpend the remainder of their days in

this afylum, and are carefully attended by a vigi-

lant infpeftor, and daily vifited by the governor
and a clergyman.

By this humane inditution, a number of people

are rendered happy and induftrious, in a country

where the climate naturally difpofes them to in-

dolence^ and brings its conlequent poverty along
with it.

The whole number of inhabitants of this iiland

is eftimated at from eighty to one hundred thou-
fand. They annually export about twenty thou-
I'and pipes of wine, and half that quantity of
bi!andy. Teneriffe; indeed, is coniidered as the

moft valuable of all the Canaries ; but as tlie

cultivation of vines is chiefly attended to, they
are fometimes obliged to have recourfe to the
neighbouring inlands for corn.

The town of Santa Cruz is about half a mile,

each way, in extent, and is regularly built ; but
the Hreets are very ill paved. The natives are

fabjeft to few difeafes j but if any epidemic
cotnplaint breaks out, it makes terrible ravages;

for which reafon they are very cautious in admit-
ting ihips to have any communication with the
ihore, that cannot produce bills of health.

leaving finiflied the neceffary bufinefs at Te-
neriffe, they failed again on the 10th, in good
health and fpiritsj and to render the duty as
eafy as poflible, the captain divided the people

into three watches, a regulation which he thinks

might be advantageouily introduced intQ the ma-
rine fervice.

Next day, they loft fight of land, when the
captain fully acquainted the fliip's company with
•the nature and end of the voyage, and gave them

aifurances
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affurances, in the name of the i\dmiralty, of cer-

tain promotion to luch as ihoald endeavour to

defcrve it.

For Ibme days, nothing material happened.
Fidiing lines and tackle were diilributed among
the men, and large Ihoals of hih frequently fur-

rounded the (hip.

On the 7th of February, they pafled the line,

when the weather, which had been rainy, be-
came fine, and the trade wind wafted them od at

« confiderable rate to the fouth.

On the l6th, at day-break, they faw a fail to

the fouthward, and next day came up with her;

when (he proved to be a whaler from London,
bound to the Cape of Good Hope. By this (hip

the captain wrote to England ; and foon loft fight

of her.

After paffing the eqiiinoftial, the weather had
been fine and clear, but fo fultry, as to occafion

faintnefs and laditude. The thermometer ranged
firom BO to S5 degrees.

In palling through the northern tropic, the air

was generally temperate ; but a thick haze far*

rounds the horizon, which generally cleared

away at fun fet. Between the north>ea{l and
fouth-eaft trade winds, the calms and rains, if of

long duration, are apt to produce ficknefs, unlefs

great attentioti is paid to ventilation and other pre*

cautions 5 but, by the endeavours uied, they pa(£*

ed the low latitudes without a Angle complaint.

In the evening of the 21ft, they faw a fail at a

diftance, but could not diftinguifti what country

flje belonged to. Next day, they got out of the

trade winds, and had fome heavy (hower?, by
which they profited, and obtaiTied a tun of watcf*

They were now about one hundred leagues dif«

tant
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tant from the coaft of Brafil) and as the wind
blew from that quarter, fome buttfrflies and
©ther infeds were wafted thence, and fell on the

deck.

On the 2d of March, Mr. Fletcher Chriflian,

mate, who had charge of the third watch, was
appointed lieutenant. From every part of Cap-
-lain Bligh's conduft, it appears, that he particu-

larly favoured this infatuated young man.
In a ihort time, the change of temperature be-

came very perceptible, the variation of the therf

mometer, in the courle of one diy, being no lefs

than eight degrees. That the health of the peo-
ple migiit not fuffer by this fudden tranlition,

the captain ordered them to put on their thicker

clothing, which had been provided on purpofe
before they left England.
On the 10th, being in latitude 40 deg. 8 min,

fouth, longitude 55 deg. 40 min. weft, they found
foundings at eighty-three fathoms depth. Next
day, they faw many whales of an immenfe lize,

with two fpout-holes on the back of the head.

At intervals they had been pretty fuccefsful in

fifliing, and about this time they caught a por-

poife, which was eaten with good relilh.

On the 19th, it was calculated they were with-
in twenty leagues of Port Dcfire; but as the

wind blew frefti, with foggy weather, they did

not attempt to make land. They paiTed a good
deal of rock weed, and faw many whales, alba-

trolTes, and other marine birds.

In the morning of the 23d, they difcovered the
coaft of Terra del Fuego, and foon after came off

Cape St. Diego. As the wind was unfavourable,

the captain judged it moft advifablc to go round
by
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by the e^ftward of Staten Land, rather than to

attempt the Straights of La Maire.

They kept fome leagues dillance from the

coaft, to have the advantage of a regular wind

;

and coming in fight of New Year's Harbour,
Captain filigh was almoft tempted to put in ^

but the latenefs of the feafon, and the good l^ate

of health the men enjoyed, determined him, at

laft, to proceed to Otaheite dire^.
' For fome days, they (Iruggled with llorms and
contrary winds off this perilous coaft j but, on
the 31 ft, the wind changing into a favourable

quarter, gave them hopes of accompliihing their

paffage round the Cape without much difficulty.

This favourable appearance, however, was of
ihort duration : the wind veered round again,

and foon increafed to a gale more fevere than ever

the captain had witnefted before, and the waves
broke with mountainous violence and height.

Hail and fleet fell at,intervals, and a conflant fire

could fcarcely keep the crew either warm or dry.

In this inhofpitable region they were furroond-

ed by albatrofles, the blue petterel, and the pin-

Cada. A great many of thefe were caught with
baited hooks.

- On the 6th of April, the weather again became
moderate and the wind fair, of which they took
all the advantage in their power. On theQtb,

the ftorms recommenced ; and the ihi|> began to

labour and to become leaky. The decks being

wet, the captain humanely allowed thofe wl^
had bad births the ufe of the great cabin to hang
their hammocks in ; and an unremitting atten-

tion was paid to keep the clothes as dry as poifi-

ble^ which is found eileotial in preferviog health.

Notwith-
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NotwUhftanding all their exertions, they had

the roortiflcntion to find that, owing to the

fiorms and contrary winds, they were daily loling

ground. On the 13tb, the ihip rolled fo much,
that one man broke a rib, and another diilocnted

his fhoulder by a fall. The gunner, who had
the charge of a watch, was confined by the rheu-

xnatifm, and this was the firft fick lift that had
appeared.

The period of the full moon approaching, it was
hoped that the weather might prove more favour-

able } but this defirable event did not take place.

During this confli6t with winds and ftorms,

.

having caught many birds, which were naturally

lean and iiihy tailed, they tried the experiment
of cramming them with ground corn, and found
that it^fucceeded admirably. The pintadas, by
this management, became as fat as ducks, and
the albatrofles not inferior, to fine geefe. Some
of the Utter birds noeafured feven feet betweea
the extremities of their wings.

On the 20th, the wind died away in the morn-
ing ; but towards noon, it fprung up again from
the \*. efiward, and foon blew firong, with fnow
and hail.

Next day, the latitude was found to be 58 deg.

31 mii^. fbuth, longitude 70 deg. 7 min. weft,

which was nearly feven degrees to the eaftward

of their ftation on the 9th.

Reflefting on their prefent fituation and paft.

inefPe^tual toils. Captain Bligh faw how hopelels

it was to perfitt longer in attempting a paflage

in this direction. Already they had been beating
about for thirty days in this tempeftuous ocean,
and, for forn^ .t|me, inflead of advancing, found
themfclves ftill farther from carrying their point.

On
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On the other hand, from the general preva-
lence of the wellerly winds in high foutliern lati-

tudes, there was a great profpeft of having ah
eKpeditious voyage to the Cape of Good Hope^
and, from thence to the ealtward, round New
Holhind. Moved by thefe conHderations, in the
evening of the 22d, the wind tlien blowing ftrong

from tlie well, tlic ihip was ordered to wear, and
they dlre6tcd their courfe to the Cape, to the
great joy of all.

The lick lift was, at this time, increafed to

eight ; but as the complaints were chiefly fuch as

arofe from the inclemency of the climate, and
the fevcre toils of the navigation, they were not
confidered as very ferious or lading.

The paflage round Cape Horn, in the fummer
fcafon, has feldom been attended with much
danger, and is certainly to be preferred to the

more ditlant routes to the eailward, round th«

Cape of Good Hope and New Holland. Captain
'

Bligh thinks that had they arrived here only a
month earlier, they could have effected their paf«

fage with eafe. ,.

The wefterly winds anc( Hormy weather cbnti-

iiuing, convinced the captain of the propriety af*

his determination. They were foon rafted to

tlie latitude of Falkland Iflandsj b\it as their

ftock of water was fufficient to carry them to the

Cape, and little elfe was to be expected on thoid

iflands, they continued their courfe,

On the 9th of May, they were near the (itua^-

tion of Triltan de Cunha, according to the bed
authorities i but though the weather was fuftifci-

ently clear to fee land at fome diilance, and they

lie by during the nighty this illaad did not fall

within their view,

2 ._ 'Being'
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Being convinced that there muft be fome mil-

take iii the charts, they gave up their fearch of

this iiland, and relumed their courle towards the

Cape of Good Hope. On the 22d, they came in

fight of Table Mountain, and ftecred for Falfe

Bay, and anchored in that part of it called Si-

mon's Bay on the 24th.

After faluting the fort, the captain went on
fliore, and forwarded difpatches to the Cape, to

announce their arrival. . By a Dutch fliip, then

lK)und for Europe, letters were fent to England ;

and the repairs of the velfel, and the watering

and provitioning bufinefs were expedited as

much as poifible. The crew waa daily fupplied

with foft bread and vegetables j and the atten-

tion of the governor co-operating with tlie zeal

of the captain, to render their iituation as com-
fortable as could be wished.

Captain Bligh fays, that Cape Town is confi-

derably enlarged fince his laft vifit to it, and that

every thing was much advanced in price. Mut-
ton coH four pence a pound, and other articles in

proportion.

During their ftay here, they took in feeds and
plants adapted to the climate of Otaheite, In
this they were greatly aflilled by Colonel Gordon,
the commandant of the troops. This diftinguifh-

ed character mentioned, that in his travels into

the Caffre country, he had met with a nativef,

who told him there was a white woman and
a child among his countrymen, fuppofed to be
one of the unfortunate perfdns belonging to the
Grdfvenor Eall Indiaman, which had been wreck-
ed on the coail$ and that Ihe frequently embrac-
ed the child and wept bitterly. The colonel be-
ing then on his return home^ and his health

Vol. 1^^ GL much
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much injured by the fatigues he had undergone^
could only make a friend of the native, and bj
prefents and future promifes, engage him to carr

Ty a letter to this wonaan, and bring back an an-
fwcr. Accordingly he wrote in EngliQi, French
and Dutch, dedring fome mark or iign might be
returned to fatisfy him that there was a perfon

of her unfortunate defcription ; and that on re-

ceiving fuch token, every effort ihould be made
to procure her liberation. The Caffre was appa-

rently delighted with his commiflibn, but never

returned ; nor had the colonel ever heard any
thing farther refpe6ting him. From vnrioat

floating reports, which had reached Colonel Gor-
don, it appeared probable, that fome of our

countrymen had been feen among the Caffres 5

but nothing certain could be affirmed on that

melancholy fubje6t.

After lying thirty-eight days at this place,

durin;- which the health of the crew was com-
plete! reftored, and ample fupplieawere procur-

ed for the reoiainder of the voyage, they left the

Cape on the Ifl of July, and loon loft fight of
land. For the firft week they had varifsble winds,

with much thunder, lightning, and rain; and
afterwards they had generally llrong gales be^

tween the fouth and weft.

On the morning of the 28th they defcried the

Iftand of St. Paul, and before noon were within

a league of the ihore. The highc^r parts of the

iiland were covered with verdure, fnppofed, hov/«

ever, to be nothing more than mofs. Its extent

is about five miles in length, and between two
and three in breadth. It appears there is good
freih water on this fpot, and a bot fpring, which
boiU food to as great perfeetioa as fire. The

, , • wad
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road lies in 38 deg. 39 min. fouth latitude^ and

^n deg. 39min.eaft longitude.

• Captain Bligh paifed this iiland without com-
ing to an anchor; and on the ipth of Auguft
they came in fight of Van Dieman's Land. Next
day they attempted to fleer into Adventure Bay,

but were prevented by contrary winds. At lalt,

however, they found a fafe and fecure ftation,

where they moored the Ihip.

Captain Bligh now went in the boat to fearch

for a convenient place to wood and water at,

which he had the iatisfadion to find at the weft

end of the beach. The water, though entirely

fuppHed by the clouds, was good and well tailed,

and eafily acceffible : in the fummer months the

gully which contains it is peifeStly dry.

There were no figns of the natives having late*

\y vifited this part of the coaft, or of any Euro-
pean vcflel having touched here, fiijce the Rcfo-

lution a<id Dii«:»very in 1777. From fome of the

trunks of trees, then cut down, ihoots had arifen

twenty-five feet high, and fouitcen inches in cir-

cumference.

On the 22d a wooding and watering party was
fcnt out, under the command of Mr. Chriftian

and the gunner. The furf was very ftrong near

.

the beach, fo that the wood was obliged to be
rafted off in parcels to the boat. In the courfe

of his excursion this day, Mr. Nelfon found a
tree in a thriving flate, of the enormous fize of
thirty«three feet and a half in girt, and of a pro-

portionable height.

Moll of the foreft trees were k% this time (bed-

ding their bark, which the botanift was convinC"

ed they did annually. Many of them were one
hundred and fifty feet high^ but were frequently
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decayed at the heart, and on account of their
weight were, Jittle adapted for the purpofe of
mafts, though convertible to almoft every otherufe.
They had pretty good fuccefs in fiihing with

hooks and lines on board the ihip j but in haul-
ing the feine on lliorc, they were lefs fortunate.

They faw a variety of beautiful birds, among
which paroquets were the chief 5 but difcovercd

few that were fit for food.

The weather was unfettled for fome days, but
the bufinefs v/as carried on with alacrity. In
one of their rambles on Ihore, they faw the trunk
of a dead tree, on whic^ had been cut A. D,
1773' This muft have been done by fome of
Captain Furneaux's people, lifteen years before.

Such traces, of thofe united to us by the ties of
country or of kindred, have a very impreflive ef-

fect, when difcovered at a dillance from home.
A man muft have a very infenfate heart, who
will feel no emotion on fuch an occ^fion.

The eaft lide of the bay, having a good foil^

and being pretty clear from wood, was fixed on
as the molt proper lituation for receiving fome of
the fruit trees which had been brought from the

Cnpe of Good Hope. Accordingly, in the moft
fele6t and fafc fpots, Mr, Nelfon planted a variety

of the moft eftf emed fruits congenial to the cli-

mate, with two forts of Indian corn; and it is to

be hoped, that future navigators will reap the

b<'nefit of this benevolent a6t.

On the ift of September, for the firft time,

they oblbrvcd ligns of the natives being in the

vicinity. As it was expected they would come
up, the captain remained all day near the wood-
ing and watering parties, ready to receive them;
bat they did not approach, and the furf would

not



Dot permit a boat to land on tlie part where they

wcrefeen.
Next day Captain Bligh determined to court

an interview with the Indians^ and advanced to-

wards Cape Frederick Henry,where they had been

obfervcd. In a ihort time, about twenty perlbns

came out of the wood> and the men, in number
about twelve, defcended to fome rocks, where the

boat might get near thenoi, while the women re-

mained behind.

The Englifti approached within twenty yards

of the fpot
'f
but dnding it impoifible to land,

the captain threw fome prefents aihore, which
they viewed with a timid caution, till con-

vinced that they were intended for them. Cap-
tain Bligh made figns for them to go to theihip,

and they returned the compliment, by inviting

him to land, which was at prefent imprac-
ticable.

In this party the captain recolle^ed a man difr

tinguiOied for his humour and deformity, who
had been fsen in 1777* on the fame coaft. None
of thi^m had offeiifive weapons j they fpokc with
great volubility; and talked fitting on their heeli,

with their knees clofe to their arm-pits. They
were pcr{e&\y naked; their ikin is fcariiied about
the ihoulder and breaft, and is of a dull black
colour. One of them was painted with red

ochre, probably to mark fuperiority.

Brown, the aififtant to the botanift, having

made an excuriion in fearch of plants, fell in

with an old man, a young woman, and two or

three children. The old man, though at fird

qlarmed, was reconciled by a prefent of a knife.

He, neverthelels, fcnt away the female, who ap-

peared to obey with relu^auce* In his botani*

a 3 Q9X
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cal tour, Brown oblerved fome miferable wig*
warns, with fcarcely any furniture in them.
The New Zealand tea-plant, as it is called,

grew here in great abundance. It has a I'mall,

pointed leaf, of a plealant fmell, which, being
gathered and dried, anfwers the purpofe of t«a*.

Its feed is contained in a berry about the lize of
a pea, quinquefid at the top.

On the 3d of September every preparation was
made for failing, but a calm prevented. The
natives feemed deftitute of curiolity: they did

not even deign to look at the fliip, nor Ihew a
difpofition to profit by an intercourfe with the

llrangers.

• Next day they left Adventure Bay, with a fa-

vourable breeze, and foon pafled Maria's Iflands,

which appeared woody, and likely to furnifli con-

venient nations for iliipping.

In 1789, Captain Cox, of the Mercury, found
a harbour here, which he called Oyfter Bay, per-

fedtly fecure from all winds.

Having got clear of the land, they direfted

their couri'e, with an intention of paffing to the

fouthward of New Zealand, and with a profpe^
of having conftant wefterly winds j but experi-

ence convinced them that their expe£tations

were ill-founded

On the 14th, they were in the latitude ofNew
Zealand, and frequently faw fea weed ; but pur-

pofely kept at a diftance from the coaft. On the

19th they difcovered a clufter of fmall rocky

* As the Chlnefe tea has nothing but fafhlon to recommend
it, might not the New Zealand tea, by the ianftion of autho-

ri'-y, or the prevalence of example, foon fuperfcde its u'c?

We could wilh to tw the experiment tried,

iilaadsj
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iflands; 'but the wind was unfavourable for ap^

proaching them, and the weather was too thick

to fee them diftinftly. No verdure was perceiv-

ed on any of them 5 there were, however, whit^
patches, refembling fnow or marble. The lati-

tude of thufe ftenl Ipots, is 47 deg. 44 min. fouth*

longitude 179 deg. 7 min. eaft.

On the 2d of 06tober, during a ftate of calm,

a number of blubbers were obferved round the

inlp., which in the night emitted a luminous ap-

pearance, as bright as the blaze of a candle, while

the body itfelf remained opake.

About this time the people caught albatrolTeg

of a very fuper or lize, and fattened them in the

fame manner *s they had done off Cape Horn,
and with limilar fuccefs.

On the 9th, one of the moft robuft feamen died

of an afthmatic complaint, ofwhich he had Ihewn
no fymptoms before they landed in Adventure
Bay. This was the firft natural death in the
courfe of the voyage, and proves that, with pro-

per management, man may pafs through every

variety of climate with little danger. ^
Nothing material occurred till the 25th, when

they difcovered the liland Martea, or Ofnaburg,
which they paffed on the noirth lide, and found
it remarkably fteep. They faw but few habita-

tions. One, however, on a fmall eminence, de-

lightfully iheltered by a grove of cocoa- trees, par-

ticularly attracted their notice. A few of the
natives ran along the fliore, waving large pieces

of cloth J but the furf rendered any communica-
tion with them impra6feicable,

Oii the morning of the 26th, they came in

fight of Point Vepus, in Otahiete, and foon after

anchored iu JMatavai Bay* Thp natives immedi-
ately
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•tcly came off in their canoes, and when they
found they were Britiih friends, exprefled great

joy, and foon covej'ed the deck of the (hip. Many
enquiries were made rcfpe6king their former
friends. It feems, notwithftanding the care of
Lieutenant Watts, in the Lady Penhryn tranf-

port, which had been here a few months before,

that the natives had obtained fome knowledge of
the death ofCaptain Cook j but as they were igno*

rant of the circumftances attending it. Captain
Biigh flri6tly cautioned his men from acquaint*

ing them with pai 'culars.

On the part of the Englilh, it is naturafto fup-

pofe they Aiould be folicitous to know the fate of
Omai) and all accounts agreed, that he had died

SI natural death, about thirty moons after Captain
Cook*s departure. The New Zealand boys had
Sikewife paid the debt of nature. This was a

fenfibie mortification to Captain Biigh j but th^

great good-will which the natives difplaycd, ferv-

ed to alleviate the lofs.

Next day, feveral chiefs came on board,

and manifefted their friendly regard. Among
thefe were Otow, the father of Otoo the king,

•who was then abicnt, Orce Pyah, his brother, and
Poeeno, a Matavai chief. All thefe received fuit*

able prefents.

The Ihip being fecured, the captain went on
iliore with Poeeno, by whom he was conduced
to the fpot where the tents had been pitched in

1777 and the fame place was again appropriated

for that purpofe, The chief introduced the cap-

tain to his wife and fifter, who were employed

In ftaining a piece of cloth red, and thefe females

received him with n^uch kindnefs, A number
of peoplt »iow thronged roundthc houfc, to pay

their
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their congratulations j but when they found th«

heat afFeSed him, they politely drew back.

The captain now made enquiries about the

cattle J but the accounts he received were by no
means favourable. After a fliort ftay, he prepar-

ed to take his leave, when the women dreffed

him in the Otahe.ite falhion^ and taking him by
the hand, condu6ted him to the beach. In this

walk, he had the pleafure to obferve, that thp

illand had received fome benefit from the former
vifitsof the Englilh, as fevehU fruits, introduced

by them, had arrived at perfedtion, and were now
oftered for fale.

The fame day the picture of Captain Cook wa«
brought on board to be repaired. The frame was
broken, but the painting had been well preferv-

cd, as has been mentioned in a former voyage.

On the 28th, the captain was informed, by a
meifenger, of the arrival of Otoo, who was now
called Tinah, and a boat was fent to conduct him
on board. He came with many attendants, and
fliewed great fatisfa6tion at feeing the Englilh.

He introduced his wife, with whom the captain

joined nofes, the cuftomary falutation. She was
named Iddeah. The name of Otoo with the title

of Earee Rahie had defcended to their eldeft fon,

a mi'ior, as is ufual in this country.

Thefe perfonages had brought a prefent, and
the captain did not fail to make an adequate re-*

turn, which was highly gratifying. Tinah dc«
fired fome great guns to be firtd, and as the (hot
fell into the fea at a great diftance, the native*

expreited their furprife by loud acclamations, .

Tinah and his friends ftaid to dinner. This
perlbnage was no lefs di.ftinguilhed for his fiis^

tlian his rank, being about lix feet four inches

high.
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high, and proportionably flout. His wife'wag
likewile of a very filpciior fize,with an animated
end intelligent countenance, and appeared to be
about twenty-four years of age. They all eat ve-

ry heartily j but the women apart.

Provifions were brought off to the fliip in the
greateft abundance j and to prevent any difputes,

Mr. Peckover, the gunner, was appointed to ma-
nage the traffic with the natives. In a ihort time
they became {o intimate with the crew, that al-

tnoft every man on board had his {yo, or friend,

who fuppiicd his wants.

Mr. Nelfon and his afllftant being fent to look

for the bread-fruit, reported that the objeft of the

miflion was likely to be accompliihed with cafe;

but to prevent impofition or difficulty, the real

defign of the voyage was enjoined by the captain

to be concealed, till he could found the chiefs in

the manner he wiflied.

Next morning the captain returned Tinah's vi-

fit, and made him a more liberal prefcnt than be-

fore, diOributing, at the fame time, different ar-

ticles to the principal people about him. The
children in arms were not overlooked 3 and the

natives feeing this, with much humour,, took up
boys of ten or twelve years of age, that they

might come in for a fhare of the beads and other

trifles.

In his return. Captain Bligh called on Poeeno,

and an elderly chief related to him, named Mo-
annah, the principal man in the diftridk, with

vhom it was prudent to be on good terms. As
their (Ituation was eligible for a garden, he

planted fomc cucum' er, melon, and fallad feeds,

and ^romifed thcna fruit trees, which pleaf-

cd
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ed them not a little. At this time the bread-fruit

and cocoas were in high pcrfedion.

In the afternoon, Captain Bligh received a
magnificent prefent from Tinah, which was con-

ferred with all the ceremonies of an offering. It

confifted of hogs, bread-fruit, and cocoa-nuts.

TheOtaheite breed of hogs feems to be fupplanted

by the European, on account of their larger fize.

To particularize the unimportant tranfadiontf

of every day would be tirefome. The inter-

changes of civility, however grateful to thofe who
enjoyed them, can give little entertainment to

readers, particularly when they relate to a peo-
ple whofe manners are lb well known as thofe of
Otaheite. We fiiall, therefore content ourfelvef

with felefting the moft fingular or novel occur*
rences.

On the 3 1 ft, the captain went to Oparee, the

neighbouring diftrift, in reality to fee what fuc-

cefs Mr. Nelfon had in finding the bread-ffuit

plants thcie, but oftenfibly to pay a vifit to young
OLoo, the fon of Tinah. For this youth he pre-

pared a magnificent prefent, not unfuitable to his

dignity, and proceeded with his father to the
place where he lived. In the courfe of this ex-

curfion, the captain obtained more particular in-

formation refpe^ting the cattle, and found that,

after they had become produdive, feveral of
them had been killed and eaten by the Eimeo
people, or carried away into that iiland.

Tinah obferved the concern Captain Bligh ex-

prelTed at the deftru^ion of tliefe animals, and
feemed pleafed, rather becaufehe hoped he would
execute revenge on the men of Eimeo, than be^

caufe he valued the cattle. On learning, how-
ever, thstt he iatstided to vifit fome Qf tbe neigh-

1 bouring;
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bouring iflands, Tinah earneftl/ advifed liim not
to leave Matavai, obferving that they were all

friends to King (Jeorge, and would liipply the
£ngli(li with every thing they wanted.
The captain replied, that on account of their

good-will, King George had lent out Ibme valua-

ble prefents to him, " and will not you Tinah,"
added he, '* make fome return." ** Yes," rejoined

the chief, " I will fend him any thing I have."

He then began to enumerate the different irtich s

he poffefled, and among the reft, mentioned the

bread-fruit. This was the point to which it was
willied to bring the converfation, and the captain

feizing the opportunity, which appeared inciden-

tal, told him that the bread-fruit would be very

acceptable to King George j on which Tinah pro-

jmifed that plenty fliould be put on board, and
leemcd delighted that he could gratify the King
of Great Britain at fo cheap a rate.

They now proceeded to vilit Otoo the Earee
Rahie. Tinah told the captain that no peifon

could fee his fon who w^as not uncovered down to

the llioulders. Captain Bligh replied that he had
no objeftion to pull off his hat, the fame as he

would do to his own king j on this, Tinah threw

a piece of cloth round his fhoulders, and they

both "vve:vl in. The young king, who appeared

to be about fix years old, was brought out on a

inan's fhoulders, clothed in a piece of fine white

cloth, and a prefent was made him, and to fomc
of the other children of the royal family, who
were brought up together.

Tinah himfelf had uncovered his fhoulders, as

did his attendants io this vilit. In their return,

they were cLtertained at Tinah*s houfe with k

isoiicert of a drum and three flutes. The per-

I formers
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formers were complimented by the captain with
fonie prefcnts ; and wheii he was about to depart,

this fociable chief dcfired him to fire his pocket
piftol, the pof^pooe ete ete^ as he called it. The re-

port gave an ele6iric ihock to the crowd j but

finding no harm done, they ihewed figns of appro-

bation.

On the 2d of November, Mr. Chriftian was
fent with a party to ere£t the tent j and with the

confent of the chiefs, a boundary line was drawri

round it, to prevent thp intrufion of the natives.

None were to pafs this without leave. This par-

ty confided of feven perfons, befides Nelfon and
his alliftaht.

After dinner, at which Tinah was a gueft, the

captain was invited to accompany him with a
prefent of provifions to a focicty of ih6 Arreoys,;

whofe licentious manners, in promifcuous com-
merce with the lex, and in killing all the child-

ren which are the produce of itj have been men-
tioned in Cook's Voyages.

On arriving at the beachj a large Quantity of
bread'fruit> hogs ready dreffed, and cloth was feeii

collected < At a few yards dillance fat the prin-

cipal Arreoy, who was addreffed by one of Ti-,

nah's people ill a pretty long fpeech. The pre-

fents were theti laid before the Arreoy with much
form, and Captain Bligh Was inftrufted to repeat

feveral leniences didated by Tinah, the meaning
of which he did not underfi:and< This being fi-

nifiied, he was introduced to another Arreoy from
Tjlitea, and delivered an otation in the fame
manner. Tinah, ufiderltnnding that the captain

had children in his own country, defired him to

make another offering sin favour of them. To
this he complied^ witliout kuovving the meaning
Vol. IX, R ' - Qi

''im ^'ai-'-*!'.







IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

1.0

1.1

I

bi|28 |25

lli

L25 III 1.4

woo

m
I

1.6

Hiotograiiiic

Sciences
Corporalion

23 WKT MAIN STRHT
WfBSTn,N.Y. 145M

(716)t72-4S03





I.
" 182 BLIOH S VOYAGE.

of what he was doing, or how his children could
be concerned in the tranfaftion. His pronuncia-
tion of courfe not being very exafit, occaiioned

much mirth among the natives; but the Arre-
oys preferved a fteady gravity,

. It appears this inhuman fraternity Is highly re-

fpefted, and is compofed of men diftinguiflied for

their valour or fome other merit. Tinah confeff-

ed that he once belonged to it^ and that his firfl

born was killed 3 but that he afterwards quitted

the fociety.

As an excufe for a praftice, fo difgraceful to hu-
man nature as infanticide, the natives fay they are
too populous, and that it ferves to keep the num-
bers down. However, none of the lower ranks
are ever admitted into the Arreoy fociety, fo that

the increafe of them, it feenis, is not regarded as

an evil.

As the ftrongeft inftance of the barbarity of
of this inliitution. Captain Bligh fays he was in-

formed, that the chief of the diftri£t of Tettaha,

vho had married a lifter of Otow, had deftroyed

eight children as foon as they were born, and af-

terwards adopted a nephew as his heir. We Ihud-

der at the recital of fuch a tragedy j and execrate

the foil that fupports fuch monfters.

On mentioning thefe circumftances, Captain
Bligh fuggefts an idea, and to thofe who have
power to give it effed, it fceras very worthy of

contideration. He thinks that the fuperflux of

the natives of Otaheite might be advantageouHy
tranfported to New Holland, and thus not only

people a defert, but preferve the life of numbers.
On the 5th, they began to take up the plants, and

were cheerfully ailifted by the natives, who per-

fectly underdeod the bufinefs of railing and prun-

ing them.
^ The
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The inhabitants ilill reforted to the (hip and
broaeht proviiions in abundance. Some of the

chieS conllantly dined on board* and feemed to

relifh the wine. About this tinie a ludicrous in-

cident happened. The Ihip's barber had brought

a painted female head^ well dreflTed^i and having

given it a body, it was partially exhibited, and
the rumour was foon fpread that an Engliihwo-

xnan was on board. This excited their curioiity^,

and when they were introduced to the dolI» they

gave a general fhout of approbation. Many of
them were deceived, and alked the captain if it

was his wife. One old woman ran with prefenta;

ofcloth and bread-fruit, and laid them at her feet.

The joke was at lad difcovered, and all feemed to

enjoy it, except the old lady who had made the

prefents, which expofed her to the ridicule of her
countrymen. Tinah and all the chiefs made
many enquiries refpeding the Britifh ladies, and
importuned the captain next time he came to

bring a ihip full of them. Even the Otaheitean
femalesjoined in the requefl: with themjealoa-
fy is little known.
While the captain was at dinner on the 8th.

Tinah folicited permiffion for a man, he called

his taowah, or pried, to come down into the cat
bin. This being granted, a religious converfation
was brought on. They faid their great god wa9
named Oro ^ and that they had many inferior dei-

ties. They then enquired, if Captain Bligh had
a god ? if he had a fon ? and who was his wife ?

The captain told them, he had a fon, but no wife.

The next queflion was, who was his father and
mother? The captain replied he had neither j al
which they laughed exceedingly j obferving*
" You have then a God who had {tever a fatheif

H 2 oj:
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or mother, and has a fon without a wife !" This
ihews that the fublime myfteriesof divine revela-

tion are incomprehenfible to a people who are fo

Jittle enlightened j and it is probable they thought
their own fyftem of theology more rational than
the ideas the captain gave them of his. The
winds o( ignorance ftiould be illuminated by de-

grees. A few general principles are as much as

they are qualified to receive at once.

The weather now being fine, the captain was
invited to a heiva, which was performed by two
girls and four men. This con lifted of fuch wan-
ton geftures and motions as have been defcribed

in former voyages. After this a wrettling match
took place, and a fcene of riot and confuiion be-

gan. A party of the Arrcoys exercifed a privilege

they are allowed, of ftripping the females of fuch
clothes as they think proper, and fome of them
were left in a ftatc of pure nature. One young
woman made a refolute defence, and feemed to

befpeak the captain's interceflion,who immediate-

ly refc!,ied her from being ftripped. In all the

contefts, Iddeah was umpire, and her decifions

gave univerfal fatisfaftion.

In the courfe of the captain^s converfation

with the'^ natives, he found there was ftill a bull

and a cow on the Ifland of Otaheite j but that

they were in different diftrifts, and thus rendered

ufelefs. Before his departure, he found means to

bring them together, and to leave them in fuch

hands a^ were likely to take due care of them ; fo

that the breed of cattle may ftill increafe here.

The colle6tion of bread-fruit plants continued

to accumulate, and a few were fent on board to

fee how they would thrive. The major part,

}xoTffcyerf werp kept pn Ihore by the advice of the
'."' - botap^t,
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botanifl, who thought they would be moil
healthy, and fooneH llrike in this fituation.

In the afternoon of the 2lfi, Captain BHgh
was prefent at another heiva, which feemed in-

tended in compliihent to the Grangers. Twelve
men were divided into four ranks, with two wo^
men in the front, and behind them all, ilood a
prieft who made an oration. Dufing thi/, the

pidure of Captain Cook was placed by Captain
Bligh's fide ; and when the prieil had finilhed, a
piece of white cloth was wrapped round the por-

trait, and another round the captain. A cocoa^

nut leaf was then laid at his feet, and the fame
ceremony was paid to the pi6ture. After this, the
dancing began in the cudomary fiyle.

Tinah and his wife were conftant viiijters on
board. The lady, it appeared, had a cor ne£iioii

with the fervant who fed her huiband ; and when
this was mentioned in her prefence and that of
her hulband, it only afforded them occalion for

merriment. Buttpthelicentiouspi£tureoftheman-
ners of this diiiipated iile, which has been drawn
by fome in too glaring colours, we will not add a
fingle touch. It (hall only be obfcrved, that in-

clination feems to be the only binding law of
marriage at Otaheite.

On the 25th, the celebrated Oberea, or, as Cap-
tain Bligh calls her, Qberee-roah, paid them a vi-

iit. She was now old and corpulent, and with
difficulty was helped intothe Ihip. As foon as

ihe faw the captain, ihe clafped his knees, and
expreffed her happinefs at this meeting, by a flood

of tears. Her lervants then produced ibme pre*-

fents, and (he was accommodated with a mat to

deep on at night. She had with her a favourite cat*

bred from one given her by Captain Cook in 1 777*
R 3 With
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With much feeling, ilie recited the misfortunes
that had befallen herfelf, her fon^ and friends^

fince the Englifli had left Otaheite.

While they lay here, fome petty thefts were
committed by the natives j but the chiefs always
exerted themfelves to reprefs this pilfering difpo-

iition, and to re(?bver what was loft. About the

l)eginning of December, Tinah had begun to

build a new houfe, and the Englilh carpenters

were allowed to affift him. Soon after, the wea-
ther became very unfavourable, and the rain de-

fcended in torrents. The river was fwelled fo

much with the rain, that the point of land, where
the tent was fixed, became an idand. The fea

broke fo high on the beach, that all communica*
tion with the Ihore was fufpendcd : however, Ti-

|iah and his wife ventured off, and came on board,

and cxprefled their appreheniions for the fafety

of the Ihip. The fritndjy attention of the na-

tives on this occafion deferved every praife.

From the appearance of the weather, it was
judged unfafe to remain longer in Matavai Bay,

<ind preparations were made tor failing as fcon as

poflible.

On the 0th, the furgeon died. He had fcarce-*

}y €ver ftirved out of his cabin of late, but was
pot apprehended to be in a dangerous ftate.

However, on being removed into a *nore airy fi-^

iuation, he died immediately, l^his unfortunate

pan was much addicted to drinking, and was {o

indolent, that nothing could prevail on him to ufe

proper exercife. He was buried on ihore, by the

ponfent of the chiefs* and the natives attended

Ills funeral with due folemnity. Some of them
were very inquifitivc what was to be done with

l^e f\)rgeQn'3 c^bin^ qa agpoun^ of apparitions;
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for they fuppofed that the dead is always fur-

rounded by fpiritH, that would devour any perfoii

who came near them by night.

On the 1 7th of December, the weather being
fine, the captain took a walk into the country,

attended by Nelfon and Moannah. In the courfe

of this excurlion, through a beautiful and fertile

country, they came to a morai, >5vhere the priells

were performing their devotions. Sixteen men
were fitting on their heels, and in the front was
a pole covered with a plaited cocoa-nut branch.

After various prayers and refponfes, an offering

of plantains and bread-fruit was left for the Ea-
tua. Thefe people alked the captain and his

friends to partake of a baked hog j but he declin-

ed their invitation, that he might have more time
to fee the country. Continuing their progrefs up
a valley, they came to a cafcade fuU two hundred
feet high, which the natives confider as the great-

eft curiofity in the illand. Underneath is a pool

eight or nine feet deep, in which they make a
rule to bathe at leaft once in their lives, probably

from fome fuperftitious motive. '

The hills here converge in fuch a manner, that

they are only a few yards apart 5 but they are

well covered with wood. Seeing the difficulty

of proceeding farther, the captain returned, and
dined with an old friend of Nelfon's, who ferved

them with fhaddocks, which the botanift had
planted here in 1777*
As the captain had not determinedwhether ho

fhould proceed to the Ifle of Eimeo, or to Toah-
roah Bay, hear Oparee, Tinah and his otlier

friends Ihewed much folicitude, and by the mod
endearing attentions, endeavoured to perfuade

\l\m pot to proceed ^0 ^loieQ, To cojmj^ly with
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their wifhes as far as was fafe or prudent. Captain
Bligh had explored the bay near Oparee, and
finding it proper for his purpofe, fignified his in-

tention of proceeding thither, which diffufed a
general joy.

, On the 24th, feven hundred and feventy-four

^ots of the bread-fruit tree were taken on boards
all in a healthy Hate ; and next day the ihip was
unmoored, and proceeded to ToahroahBay, where
they anchored, after being in fome danger from
the veifel grounding.

Immediately, the principal people welcomed
their arrival, and prefents were oftered with much
folemnity to the God of Brittannee, to King
George, and to the captain. A fpeech was then
returned by one of his friends in the captain*8

pame, iignifying that he accepted the prefents,

and giving advice to the natives to abftain froni

theft, to trade in a friendly manner, and to con-
form themfelves to the ufual regulations which
had been eftablilhed.

This proved a delightful fitnation, and the
iliip lay in fecuri ty. The plants were landed, and
the fame party went on fliore as at Matavai.

Early in the morning of the 5th of January

1789, the fmall cutter was miffing 5 and on niuf-

tering the (hip's company, four men were found
wanting. It appeared that they had deferted,

and taken with them eight fland of arms and am-
munition ; but their obje6i, or the place of their

retreat, was unknown. In a fhort time the cut-

ter was brought back by the people of Matavai,
and the captain was informed- tliat the deferterg

had departed in a canoe for the lile of Tethuroa.
On receiving this intelligence, the captain foli-

jcited the amdance of the friendly chiefs to bring

ibem
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them back, adding that he was determined to re-

cover them. They readily engaged to fcxert

themfelves in thid fervicej and after fome time,

the deferters, finding themfelves purfucd, made a
merit of neceiiity, and returned and furrendered

themfelves.

One of the officers having inadvertently pluck-

ed a branch from a tree called tutuee, which hears

the oil-nut, and was growing at a mprai, had tix-

ed it to the pods of the houfe, on whi6h the na*

tives all retired. They faid the houfe was taboo,

and that none might approach it till this inter-

di^ion was taken off, which could only be done
by Tinab, The captain was much dilpleafed at

this piece of wanton indifcretion, as the effect it

had upon the natives was not unknown j and ufed
his intereft with Tinah to get the taboo taken off,

on which the natives reforted to them as before.

In taking a walk with Tinah, on the l6th, near

a burial place, the cries of grief reached the cap-
tain's eara; and approaching, he found a number
of women, one of whom was the mother of a
young female child that lay dead. On feeing

llrangers, they not only ceafed their mourning,
but burft out into an immoderate fit of laughter.

The captain obferved to Tinah, that they could
feel no real forrow, on which he jocofely told

them to cry again j but they did not refume tjieir

mourning at his command. Unfeeling as this

condu6t may appear, they are in general very af-

fe£tionate parents : but death, among theie, live-

ly people, is ftrjpped of many of thofe terrors in

which the ferious and iiefle^ing drefs it.

About this time one of the feamen was punifli-

fed with nineteen lalhes for ftriking an Indian,

TJie chiefs made great intercelllon 'for hi^ par-
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don ; but it would have been unfafe to grant \U
as it was a dired violation of the moft pontive or-^

ders, and might have led to dangerous confer

quences.

On the lad day of January, all the chefts were
taken on ihore, and the infide of the fhip waihed
with boiling water, to kill the cockroaches, which
would have been fatal to the plants, if fufTered to

increafe. Mice and rats were kept down by good
cats and traps. When Captain Cook was laft

bere^ the rats were fo numerous and fo tame, that

they flocked round the people at tl\eir meals for

the fake of the offals ; but iince the introdudion
of cats, they are much reduced^ and driven to

their holes.

After breakfaft> the captain took a walk to

Matavai) to fee the cattle and the gardens. Tinah;^

who accompanied him, was already perfe£tly ftu?

pitied with a too potent doze of ava. Iddeah was
alfo of the party, and on all occafions (he appear-

ed to be one of the moft intelligent perfons Cap^*

tain Bligh had met with at Otaheite* In the vit

cinity of Poeeno's houfe, they faw the bull and
cow. To his and Tinah's care they had been
intruded by the captain^ who having purchafed

and brought them together, had a right to com-
mit them to thofe who were mod likely to regard

his recommendations^. Though many* things

hard failed in the gardens, fome Indian corn and
various fruits w;ere in a thriving date.

Having returned on board to dinner, Tlnah«

to the captain's furprife^ fenouily propofed that

*' Though the goats had mttlt'iplted, the natives could not

be induced to ufe their milk> and aiked the fngliih why they

did not alfo milk fows.
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h.. wifte. to hi. «^W^J. and tZ""/.fP^'^'="'again, he would brini /uZt 7?' '^ *« <=«">«
nor accommodation. TintI?' *'P "^^^ ftpe-

enemies, a»foon.,tl,in.^'»"acked by J,i,

•hat they wo^d b^ t^o:Sttt ''i?'''"'''''"^wdeed too much tob^d^ f" *""• It is.
of their new friend, fS t ""? ""entions
among thofe who wireT^^- "="e jealouf/
hey would unite alfSltt oh^r'^j '"^ "'"'^

t'cular regard. ^ "* "''J**^ of their par-

|natcfLfc*"!^' » rouHR «;„, i„ a wreftling
bow. Thr«. r.f u

" ""* of joint at the *.i

took hotei^, t t^ofT" 'r^^^«4'
fee againfthi, ribs. redu«d fh^i???'

*^'''« *''''^
captain being prefe„th,^r.^'''°^»''on. The
hut before hifaSaU was "',f""

"«= ''"'•««'" ^ng occafioned by th- r^J-'^'^'fJ^Ptafwelll
Weed, have flcill^n„

f^^on. Thefe peonle
Wfs, aid i„'L„"^L'" ^"^ fi^aureH h
P^'-forming ampuuSon td'r?'""'.''^ 'heir
'n a mafterly manner? ^"'"•« ">« wound

/witK^^:^^2^^«^^^^^^^^^
the Ihip rode, hSS «,/ L^^'*"^' ^X which
f%e. in fuch a manner th«

**1''^ '" 'he water"
left entire. AsThe wTnd

\
' "m^ °"^«««'<» was

f.ght, the danger thly had S "*? ^""^ « «he
'^J'h juft alarm. T?mhtS'^^'^ '"''^ them
after this was pe;ceired=..JT °" ^'i foon
««W not Af^''S;*tf S^w'^S'' »''« «P'ai»r "uo oj being priyy to this dia.

*
bolical
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bolical a^lon, he inlifled, in peremptory termsi

on his dilcovering tlie otFender. The anger he
expreired created i'o much dread, tliat feveral of
the chiefs, and their familiesi immediately fied

to the mountains. Tinah, however, and his wife>

uith the confcioufiiefs of innocence, remained,

and endeavoured to convince the captain of (he

unreafonablcnefs of his anger againit tliem, pro-

mifrng to ufe every, pollible means to bring the

guilty perfon to juftice.

Tins occurrence filled Captain Bligh with the

moil unpleafant refledions. The behaviour of
the natives, where they lay, had been to uniform-

ly friendly, that it feemed cruel to fufpe6t them

;

and, therefore, he was willing to fuppofe that

fome flrangers had been guilty of this deed.

Tinah kept his promife of exerting himfelf to

trace the offender, but in vain ; and the captain^

;inxious not to violate the friendihip which bad
fo happily fubiided between him and the chiefs,

fent to invite them back ; but (till urged them,

as they valued the favour of the King of Eng-^

land, to endeavour to deteft the guilty*

from fubfequent events, however, there is too

much reafon to imagine, that fome of his own
men had attempted to run the Ihip on iliore;

which would have anfwered their -criminal de*

iigns, without expo(ing them to the d<rnger they

afterwards incurred. But, from whomfoever
this attempt arofe, due precautions were taken

to prevent a repetition pf it, and a reconciliation

took place with the natives.

This afternoon. Captain Bligh received an in-

vitation from the Earee of Tiarrabou, the ealtera

divilion of Otaheite, to pay him a vi(it j but, on

ac^'ouut of the dlAance^ he was obliged to ex-
•

* - cafe



fldfehirnfelfti^^hich he accompanied with a hand-
fume prcfent, at the i'uggelUon of I'inah. 1 his

chief appeared delireus that others ihould parti-

cipate iu the bounties of the Knglilh} and, in

,i\m, he jDot only coi^fulted friendilup and pet-

fonal attachment, but alfo political cunHderationy.

:..vOn the 11th, the captain was enteri<iined with

B heiva. It began with a dance of two young
girlB to the nnulic of drums and flutes } and, at

liie conclM^on, they fuddenly dropped their dreis,

and left it as a prefent. After this, the men
danced, and, in the indecency of their gcHures^

they exceeded all be had feen before, and, on
this account> were much applauded by their

countrymen. •"

After this entertainment, he went to pay hi^

refpeds to the widow of Towah, the late Earee
of Tcitaha ; her name was Wono\V-oora. She
was feated on the beach , and, after an inter-

rhange of offerings, called otee, between her and
Tinah, the latter advanced and embraced her in

a very affedionate manner. The old lady return*

ed his kindnefs with tears, and many exprellions

of regard. The captain invited her on board;

but ihe excdfed herfelf on account of age and in-

firmities.

On the 13th, the captain was informed by Ti-
nah, that many Grangers had arrived from ditV

ferent parts to be prefent at a grand heiva, wliich

he had prepared in honour of him. On landing,

he found a great concourfe of people, and Tinah
and feveral chiefs advanced tp meet him. The
company being feated, the heiva commenced by
women dtmcing j after which a prefent of cloth

and a breaft^plate were laid before the captain.

This ceremony Wi^ng over, the men began t9

Vox,iX, S wrelHc,
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wreftle, and coDfuiion enfuec*. Old Otow re-

quefted the captain to intertiere, as there were
people from different di(b:i£ts> who harboured
animoiity againft each other. In an inftant

all was tumult: every man took his arms;
and the captain retiring to his poU, put his men
in hoiiile array, and immediately gave orders for

two guns to be fired from the Ihip without (hot.

This, had a good eife6t ; and as all the chiefs ex-
erted themfelves to reftore order, the affray was
foon at an end.

During this tumult, Tinah and Iddeah iliewed

the moft amiable folicitude for the captain's fafe-

ty; and when it was over, returned with the

pleaiing news.

Tinah had ordered three hogs to be drefled,

and-a quantity of bread-fruii, which he dire^ed
the captain to didribute in fuch a manner as was
calculated to give fatisfadiion tq the natives.

Thi^ was certainly an inflance of true politenefs

:

he wiihed to give the captain the credit of the

bounty without the expence of it. Indeed, Ti-
nah (liewed many proofs of liberality, both to the

Englilh and the natives ; and his hofpitality was
witliout oftentation.

In a few days. Captain Bligh was Invited to

be prefent at a wreftling match by women. Tliey

challenge and attack in the fame manner as tlie

men ; but ihew lefs temper and more animoiity.

They art faid fometimes to engage in this exer-

cife with the men ; and Iddeah is confidered ^s

a champion among her fex.

About the end of February, a native died at a

fmall diftance from the Englilh poll. The cap-

tain, curious to fee the funeral ceremoniesi, was
defirous to attend j but before he could reach the

ii)ot,
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fpot, the corpfe was carried to. the toopapow. It

lay bare, except a piece of cloth round the loins,

and another round the neck. The eyes were
clofed, and one of the hands was placed on the

pit of the fiomach, and the other on the breaft.

On a finger of each hand was a ring, made of the

fibres of the cocoa-nut tree, with a fmall bunch
of red feathers lying near. Under the toopapow,

a hcde was dug, in which, at the expiration of a
month, the body was to be interred. In confor-

mity to the European cuftom, which they have
copied, the dead of the higher clalies are, fome-
timet, put in oblong wooden boxes.

A theft being committed on the night of the

ift of March, the natives, who had been apprized

of tt» and fearful of the captains refeutment,

fied to the mountains. Tinah was made ac«

quainted with thefe eircumftances ; but, iniiead

of coming on board, he inftantly fet out in pur*

fnit of the thief j and, in a fhort time, th6 prin-

cipal articles that had been ftolen were recovered,

and tbe culprit put into the captain's hands, with
orders to kill him. The captain expatiated on
the enormity and ingratitude of this offence, ob-

ferving, that the leaft trcfpafs againft the natives

was puniihed with feverity, and that friendfliip

required they ihould not fcreen offenders againft

the Bnglilh. In the midft of this harangue,

Tipah came up and embraced him^ and the wholo
crowd cried out, " Tyo mity," or good friend.

The thief belonged neither to Matavai nor
Oparre, and as his pardon could oblige none of
their friends, he was taken on board and fiogged,

by way of example.

They now began to make preparations for

their departure. Tinah, wht;>fe afliitance facilit

S2 tated
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fated every part of their bufinefs, had frequerrtlf

expreflbd a ddire of obtaining fome firfarms and
ammiuiition, to deff^nd himlelf from the attatrki

of his enemies, wliich he dreaded as foon as the

iliip was gone. To oblige and proteS him, the

captain promifed to leave him a brace of piilols,

which he preferred to miilkets ; obferving, thi^t

Iddeali would tight with one and Oediddec with
the other. Iddeah, indeed, appeared to ha\'e

more martial courage than her hulband, whole
Ipirit was by no means equal to his lize.

For feveral days the weather proved very im-
favourable, and little occurred worthy of remark.
On the loth of March^^ a number of canoes ar-

rived from Tethuroa, in which was a large tribe

of the Arreoys. Among the reft was an Arreojr

woman, of fome diliinttion, on whofe arrival

a ceremony was performed, called hooepqjpec,

which feemed defigned as a public vilit to att

their friends who were collefted on the occafioi!.

The Arreoym^n, as ufual,took their opportunity

to plunder all the females who were near them.
After this, a prelent of hogs, fruit, and different

Kinds of puddings, was prepared for young Otoo,
the earee rahie, which his mother accepted in hii

name. Captain Biigh, not chufihg to cotiform

to the cercmoi^y of uncovering his Ihouldees, htid

very little intercourfe with this young perf<>na§c,

except by fpeaking to him Ibmetimes acrofs a
river j but as he feldom failed to fend him fome
iittle preCents, his appearance always feenled to

give nleafure.

On the 14th, they were vifited by a very old

man, uncle to Tupia, the perfon who failed from
tbefe iflands with Captain Cook in lyGg, and

wi)0 died at Batavia* Tl^is aged iire was treet^sd

witk
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with mnch refpeft by the natives. He made fe-t

Teral enquiries after his nephew, and delired»

when they came again, they would bring his

hair. When Tinah had requefted to be carried

to England, and the captain aiked what account

he ihould give his countrymen, in cafe he did not

live to return, he replied, that he mull cut off

his hair and carry thein> and then all would be
right.

For fome days paft Tinah had been bufied in

getting two parais, or mourning dreffes, made,
which he intended as a prefent for King Greorge.

When finished, they were hung up in his houfe as

a public exhibition, and a long prayer made on
the occafion; the purport of which was, that

the King of England might ever remain his

friend, and not forget him. When he prefented

the parais to the captain to be taken on board,

he could not refrain from tears. Indeed, all the

natives feemed to lament that their friends were
fo foon about to leave them, and redoubled their

hindnefs and attention.

On the 31ft, the plants were all taken on
board, confifting of feven hundred and feventy-

four pots; thirty-nine tubs, and twenty*four boxes.

Bxcludve of the bread-fruit plants?, they had col-

le£led feveral others, indigenous here. Among
the reft were the avee, one of the fineft flavoured

fruits in the world ; the ayyah, an excellent fruit

likewife; the rattah, not very diftimilar to a
chefnut; the orai-ah,'a fuperior kind of plan-

tain ; the ettou and matte, with which the na-
ttves dye a beautiful red; and the peeah, of
which they make a delicious pudding.
The captain now made his farewel prefents to

feveral of his friends -, but Tinah and his wif<Q re*'

S3 mained
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tnained with him till the laft. On the 3d of
April, the eve of their departure, the ilitp wai
crowded with vidters; but mirth and dancing
«n the beach were no more : all was filent aod
folemn.

Next morning, at day light, they weighed,
and foon got out to fea. For fome lime the il)ip

ilood off and on, and many canoea ftill attended

them. Tinah and Iddeah preffed them much
to anchor in Matavai Bay, and flay one night

longer j but having taken leave of moll of their

friends, they were unwilling to undergo this pain

a fecond time.

After dinner, the captain ordered the prefents

intended for Tinah to be produced. They con*
iifted of the promifed piilols, two muikets, a
good ftock of ammunition, and other articles.

He tihen pointed out the neceliity of their bid-

ding each other adieu. The chief and his wife

took a mod affectionate leave, and at parting ex-

claimed, Yourah no t' Eatua tee cveerah :
'* May

the Deity prote6t you for ever and everl" Oa
their going overboard, they manned ihip, and
gave three cheers.

Thus, after a ftay oftwenty-three weeks, on th«

4th of April 1789, they took their farewel ofOta-
heite, where they had been treated with the ut-

jno(t affedion and regard ; and that fome of the

£ngli(}i were too feniible of the endearments, tlie

following events demOnftrably proved.

Next morning, they came in fight of Hua-
heine, and foon after brought to pff the Harbour
of Owharre. It was fome hours before any ca-

poes came off, as the natives expedcd the (hip

was coming to an anchor. In the afternoon,

it^y were vi/ited by fevfial canoes, and in on6

Qi was
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wa» a young man, who called the captain by
name, and who had.livcd with Omai. He gave
the fame account as has been formerly dated of
the death of his friend, and informed them> that

of all the animals which had been left with
Omai, only the mare was alive ; and that moft
of the fruits were deftroyed. Thefe people preir-

ed the captain to anchor, and Omai's companion
fequefted to be taken to England. Neither de-

mand could be granted.

At fix o'clock they made fail, and ran between
the Iflands of Huaheine and Ulitea. Next morn-
ing they directed their courfe for the Friendly

Jilands.

On the gth, the weather became fqually and the

iky overaift, and foon after they perceived a wa-
terfpout, which palfed within tien yards of their

ilern without doing them any damage. It feem-
cd to be moving at the rate of ten miles an hour>
and in fifteen minutes after, it difperfed.

As they failed nearly in the track of former na-
Tigators, new difcf)veries were not much to be ex-
pected ; however, on the 1 1th, they came in fight

of an ifland^nd feveral low keys; THe ifland had
a ver}' fertile afpeft, and_,was covered with cocoa-

DUt and other trees, inter(J>ferfed with beaatiful

lawns. The wind being unfavourable, they could

not approach it; but next day, being off the
moft fouthern key, they faw a number of people,

and foon after a cianqe came aloag-fide, without
the natives (hewing either furprife or apprelien-

fion. The captain gave them a few beads, on
ivhich they came on board. One of thefe people,

who feemed to have an afcendency over the t-eft,

joined nofes with the captain, in token of friend-

Ibipj and prefented him with a large mother of
pearl
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pearl (hell, v/h'ich he took from his own neck,

and faftened round the captain's.

Thefe people fpoke a dialect of the language
of Otaheite. They faid the large ifland was
named Wylootackee j and that it was fubjeft to

an earee, called Lomakkayah. They pretended
that they had neither hogs, dogs, nor goats in

their country j and though the captain fufpe6ted

them of a fallacy, he ordered a young boar and a
fow to be put into one of their canoes, together

with feveral articles of iron and a looking-glafs.

It was obfcrved that the chief monopolized the

whole, on which one of the people exprefled much
diflatisfadion j but after a little altercation, thej

joined nofes and were reconciled. Several of
them wiihed to flay on board all night ; but this

requell was thought improper to be complied with,

left the ihip (hould be driven off from the land.

Juft as they were going away, they made the

captain aprefent of a wooden fpear> pointed with
the toa wood.
On the 23d, they reached the Ifland of .Anna-

mooka, when feveral canoes came along-iide of
them J but the captain could not rccognife any of
Ills old acquaintances. Next day, however, he
faw an old man, panied Tepa, whom he immedi«
ately recollefted. With this perfbn he could
converfe fo as to be underftoodj and from him he
learned that Poulaho, Feenow, and Tub|ow were
ftill alive at Tongataboo; and that the cattle left

here had all bred.

Soon after, the captain landed with Nclfon, to

replace fome bread-fruit plants, that were cither

dead or fickly. A number of the natives fu rround*
cdthemj and Tepa thinking they meant to make
fome flay Uere^ offered the ufe ofa large bo9 t-houfe

for
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for tT»elr accommodation . In tlicir walk, they

found fome plants and feeds, introduced here by
Captain Cook, in a very thriving (late, particu-

larly pines, which tl»e natives admired very much.
In returning to the watering-place, the captain

was prefented witli fome bundles of cocoa-nuts*

and though this fell iliort of his expe6tations, he
appeared fatisfied, and iftadedue returns.

The chiefs went on board to dinner, and a

brifk trade was carried on for yams and bread-

fruit. In the afternoon, more failing canoies ar**

Ttved, fome of which contained not lefs than

ninety perfons,
'

On the 25th, the wooding and Watering parties

vfent on (liore, and the former were cautioned

againft meddling \yith the exccccaria agallocha

of Linnaeus, called, in the Malay language, caju

mata boota, which iignifies the tree that wounds
the eyes. It blinded, for fome time. Captain
Cook's wood cutters in i777' Severalthefts were
foon committed by the natives; but by the inter*-

ference of Tepa, the greateft part ot the (lolen

articles were recovered. A boat's grapnel being
purloined, the captain, after unmooring, threat-

rned to carry away fome chiefs whom he had on
"board, nnlefs it was reftorcd. Canoes wfere im-
mediately difpatched in fearch of it} but it was
diffci)vered, that it had been carried- to another
ifland and could not be brought back till nest day.

As evening came on, the unhappinefs of the cap-
tive chiefs incrcafed: they beat their faces, and
cried bitterly. Their diftrefs was greater than
the injury fuftaincd ; and as there was no reafon

to fuppofe that they were privy to the theft, they

Wi^e iii at liberty witd foine prefents^ for which
the^
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they made the molt profufe and grateful acknow«
ledgments. k

Next day, proceeding on their voyage, thcjr

found Ihem I'elves between Tofoa and Kotoo; and
thus far fuccefs had attended the expedition, and
tlic captain anticipated a happy completion of his

lahours. But a fcene, as unexpe6ted as deplora-

ble, foon opened. A fecret confpiracy had been
formed, which involved him, and fuch as adhered
to his fortune, in the deepeft diftrefs, and render-

ed all his exertions abortive.

Ov/ing to light winds, they had not got clear

of the iflandsj and the watch being fet for the

night, the captain retired to reft. Juft before

fun rifing, Chriftian, who had charge of the morn-
ing watch, with the mafter at arms, gunner's

mate, and a feaman, entered Captain Bligh's ca-

bin while he was ftill aileep, and feizing him,
bound his hands bdiind his back with cords,

.threatening inftant death if he made refiftance or

noife.

Not intimidated, however, he tried to alarm
the officers and crew ; but the confpirators had
taken care to fecure or confine fuch as were not

engaged in their nefarious defign,* The captain

was forced on deck in his fhirt, before he could

recover from the confternation of this rude attack;

end when he began to demand the caufe of fuch

violence, he was iilenced by menaces of death.

The boatfwain was now ordered to hoift the

launch out, when Meffrs. Hayward and HaHet,
midihipmen, and Mr. Samuel were ordered into

it, together with fuch as the confpirators could

not rely on. In vain did Captain Bligh exert

himfelf to recal the crew to a i^nfe of their duty.

He
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He was farrounded by armed villains, who cut off

liis communication with the well-aiTefled or wa-
vering; and to the endeavours of fome of thofe

who were doomed to be partners in his misfor-

tunes, he was indebted for the prefervation of his

commiflion and the journals. The unfortunate

party in the boat were allowed to collet feveral

inlignificant articles, and to carry off a quadrant
and a compafs ; but on pain of death, they were
forbi4den to touch either map, ephemeris, or any
of the captain's drawings and furveys, which were
numerous, and had been accumulating for fifteen

years.

In this dilemma, the captain difplayed abun-
dant refolution. Though he laboured without
elfed, to bring back the confpirators to order and
duty, he did it in defiance of their menaces, which
he braved. It was evident, that a few who were
detained on board, had either never cordially en-
tered into the plot, or began to repent of it. Thefe
were anxious that their captain fhould know they
were kept contrary to their inclination. Chrif-

tian, the ringleader of the mutinous gang, feemed
to hefitate whether he fhould fuffer the carpen-

ter, or his mates to depart; but at lafl the carpen-

ter was allowed to leave the fhip with his cheft,

though not without altercation, fome of them
fwear.ing, *' that the captain would find his way
home, if he was allowed to carry any thing with
him." Others, on the contrary, laughed with a
favage malice, at the helplefs fituation of the
company in the boat ; and when the captain de-
manded arms, they joked him, and told him " he
was well acquainted where he was going, and
therefore did not want them." However^ they at
Ua threw in four cutlailes.

He
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He was now told that the boat was ready, nri^

* .that he mud quit the Ihip. As they were forcing

film overboard, the reaiembraiice of pall kind*
nefles agitated Chriftian with the pangs of re*

venge. When alked if this was a proper retura
for the friendlhip that had been fliewn him, he an-
fwered, with much emotion, *' that. Captain Biigh
•—that is the thing—I am in hell—1 am in hell.'*

With fuch deep laid policy and fecrecy was
this confpiracy conducted, that neither the captain

nor any of the men, who accompanied his fate,

had the raoft diftant fufpicion of fuch an event.

No grievance was Hated, no complaint was al-

leged : it is therefore probable, that the fole

temptation was the fenfual pleafures of Otaheite.
*• The women there," to ufe the words pf Captain
Bligh, ** arc handfome, mild, and cheerful in

their manners and converlation, poflefled of great

feiilibility, and have fufficient delicacy to make
them admired and beloved." The chiefs, too,

were much attached to the Englilh, and had even
promifed them large poflelVions, if they would
ilay among them. It is not, therefore, much to

be wondered at, if young men, hurried away by
palTion, and free from any particular ties in their

native country, (liould prefer Otaheite to England,

Every reader of fenlibility will feel an intereft

in the fortunes of thofe unliappy men, wh «vere

thus turned adrift in the wide, and almoil bound-
lefs ocean, and will naturally dcfire to know their

names: to gratify this dii'politiou, we fubjoin a lilt

of the boat's crew.

William Bligh, Captain.

Thomas Ledward, Ading Surgeoo,

Payid rsejfon^, Botauilt.

William

i^
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William Pcckovcr, Gunner.
William Cole,

.

Boatfwaln.

William Purcell, Carpenter.

William Elphinfton, Matter's Mate.

^:!'e"rLr„r«er. }
a«arter.ma«6r*

;

Lawrence Lcbogue^ Sailmaker. i

John Smith, ) ^ ,

Thomas Hall, J
^^'^^^'

^

George Simpfon, Quarter-mafler's Mate..

Robert Tinkler, A Boy.

Robert LamJ), Butcher^

Mr. Samud, Clerk.

On board the Bounty there remained twenty-
Ifive perfons, the moft able men of the fhip'i

I

company i but we feel no vvifh to preferve their

names.

When Captain Bligh found himfelf abandoned

I

in this manner, the poignancy of his regret mull
[have been extreme. But it was a duty he owed
himfelf and alfociates, to makethebeftof prefent

circumflances, and to plan for the future with as

much difcretion as poiiible. The firft determina-

tion wa« to feek a fupply of bread-fruit and wa*
ter at Tofoa, and afterwards proceed to Tonga-
taboo, and folicit his former friend Poul^aho, for

Ifuch ailillance as might enable them to proceed
Ito the Eaft Indies.

The whole quantity of provifions found in th«
Ihoat, when they were turned adrift, amounted to

Ino more than one hundred and fifty pounds of
[bread J fixtcen pieces of pork, each weighing two
|pounds| lix bottles of rum> fix of wine; and

Vol. IX; X twenty-

^- -

1/
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twenty-eight gallons of water : a flock fcarcely

more than I'ufficient for five days confumptionk
The afternoon being favourable, they reached

Tofoa the fame evening; but the fhore proved too

Heep to land, and they found no anchorage. In
the morning, they coafled along in queft of a land-

ing place, and difcovered a Itony cove at the

north-weft part of the iiland, where they dropped
the grapnel of the boat, and with fome difficulty

a party got on fliore to look for fupplies. To-
wards noon, they returned with only a few quarts

of watier, which they,had collefted from the holes,

but had neither found a fpring, nor feen any in-

habitents. The captain, not knowing to what
farther neceffities they might be reduced, refolved

to hulband the prefent ftock of provilions, and
diftributed only a morfel of bread and a glafs of

wine to each perfon for dinner. He had the con-

folation to find, that the fpirits of his companions
did not (ink, notwithftanding their forlorn and
almoft hopelefs iituation 3 and what added to his

own comfort, they could neither reflect on him,

nor could he charge himfelf with being accelTary

to their misfortunes.

A.S the wind rendered it impoffible to put to

fea, they fet about examining the iiland, with a

view of deriving what refources from it they

could
J but found little water, and only a few

cocoa nuts. In the courfe of their excurlion,

they faw fome of the huts of the natives, but hi-

therto none had made their appearance. To af-

certain whetjier Tofoa was aftually inhabited, or 1

only occafionally reforted to, a ftrong party was

fent out on the I ft of May, by a different route,

which foon fell in with two men, a woman, and

a childj aud coada^ed them to the cove. The
' A captainl
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captain ingratiated bimfelf with thefe people, and
difpatched them to procure him a fupply of bread-

fruit, plantains, and water. Soon after, about
thirty of the natives came up, and traded for the

few articles they had to difpofe of, in a fair and
amicable manner ; but as provifions feemed fcarce

here, the captain refolved to put to fea as foon as

the wind and weather would permit.

Next day was very llormy. The natives, how-
ever, were coming and going all day, and the

flender ftock of provifions was fomewhat increaf-

cd. As it was fuppofed enquiries would be made
after the fhip, it was agreed to fay that (lie had
been loft, and no more faved than what they faw.

On this intelligence, the natives {hewed neither

joy nor forrow j and towards evening they retired,

and left the Englifb in quiet polfeifion of the cove.

After a very moderate fupper, they fet a watch>
and lay down to reft.

Next morning thefe unfortunate men feemed
a little revived, and the anxious folicitude of their

looks was changed for a certain degree of cheer-

ful reftgnation. In the courfe of this day, they

were vifited by an aged chief, named Maccaacka-
vow, and the foraging party returned with ano-

ther called Eefow, and were foon joined by a

young man "whofe name was Nageete, who being
perfonally known to the captain, expreffed great

plea fure at feeing him. Of thefe people he en-

quired after Poulaho and Feenow, who, they told

him were at Tongataboo, and they agreed to ac-

company him thither, as foon as the weather
would permit.

Thefe promiiing appearances of cordiality,

were, however, of fhort duration. Some fymp-
toms of treachery were foon perceived -, they at*

T3 tempted

A
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tempted to haul the boat on fliorej and the beach
was foon lined with numbers ofpeople; knocking
ftones together, which they carried in their hands,

the ufual prelude of an attack.

The captain and a party were on iliore, and he
was very much importuned by the natives to (it

down, but he was now on his guard, and watch-
ed their motions with the mod anxious attention.

Confultations were held among them, and every

circumftance announced a meditated aifault.

Having given orders, that every thing fhould

be put on board, about fun-fetting, the captain

with his attendants refolutely fet forward to the

boat. The chiefs were earneft to keep him all

night J and when they found he would not yield

to their infiduous advice, feveral of them quitted

him, when " mattie," *' we will kill you," was
dillindly heard.

The captain, taking Nageete by the hand,

walked down the beach in a hlent kind of horror,

while the ftonii feemed ready to burtl, and this

treacherous acquaintance appeared to be encou-

raging the attack. Nageete flipped away, and the

men being all on board, fave one, who ran up the

beach to caft the ftern faft off, the captain ftepped

into thei^boat ; and in an inftant, this unfortunate

man, who was named John Norton, paid the for-

feit of his life for his zeal in the faithful difchargc

of his duty. Stones flew like a ihower of ihot

;

many of the natives had got hold of the ftern

rope, and were hauling the boat on iliore, in

wjfiich they muft have fucceeded, had not the

captain cut the rope with his knife.

Scarcely, however, was the boat got off*, when
feveral canoes were filled with ftones, and purfu-

cd her with great refolutiop. The Englilh were
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foon almoft wholly difabled by the ftones which
flew round them, without being able to defend

themfelves. In this critical lituation, the cap-

tain, with much prefence of mind, threw fome
old clothes overboard; and while the natives

were bufied in picking them up, the boat got to

fome dillance, and the darknefs fetting in^ th9

canoes gave over the purfuit.

Their lituation was now more deplorable than

ever j they faw that the peaceable behaviour of
thefe people had formerly proceeded from fear of
the firearms; and that they had little to hope from
their mercy-, when the m6ans of annoyance or de-

fence were wanting. ' '

Perhaps it is impoflible to conceive any thing

more diftreffing than their prefent fate. Cut off

from all hopes of finding either afiiilance or fe-

curity among thefe people, at an immenfedif*
tance from home, or even any European fettle-

ment, the fiouteft heart maft have been daunted
at the profpeft*-.

While/he captain was revolving in his mind
what courfe to purfue, he was earneftly requefted

by the whole company to take them towards
home ; and when he told them that no hopes

of relief remained but at New Holland, or

* It occurs to the writer of tfiis, that it might have been
advifable to have returned to Otaheite. The captain left thefe

people on fuch terms as would have fecured a good reception

pmong them } an4 if he could not, by their aflillance, recover

his fhip, he might have found an. afylum there, till govern-
mei^t had fent oi^t another veflfel in queft of him, or fome £u->

ropean Hiip touched there : bqt the idea of home moft proba<«

bly prcfTed on his mind as well as that of his people ; and
made them defpife every danger that gave them a chancy of
QRC? mere being reftored to the bofom of their country,

T 3 Timor

I
II

i!

i \
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Timor, a Dutch fettlement full twelve hundred
leagues diftant, they all confented to live on an
ounce of bread a day, and a quarter of a pint of
water. The flock was then examined, and re-

commending this reftri6tion in food as a facred

promife, which they were never to forget, he
bore away acrofs an ocean but little known, in a
fmall boat, only twenty-three feet long, deeply
laden with eighteen men, without any chart to

guide him, and with no alliftance, fave a general

recolle6tion of places, and a book of longitudes

and latitudes. However, he had the pleafure to

obferve, that his men were better fatisiied with
his knowledge than he was himfelf.

They now returned thanks to the Almighty
for their miraculous prefervation from the na-
tives of Tofoa

J
and well might it be called mira-

culous, for had they been attacked before they

reached the boat, nothing could have faved them
from dcftru6tion.

Next morning the fun rofe with a fiery afpe61:,

a fure indication of a ftorm, which foon over-

took them. Their danger and dii^refs were mofl:

imminent : the fea curled over the ftern of the

boat, and they were obliged to bale with all their

might, to keep her from finking* After this

temped fomewhat abated, each perfon was ferv-

ed with a tea-fpoonful of rum, and a fmall quan-
tity of bread-fruit, fcarcely eatable. This was
their dinner. Their engagement was now ttrid-

ly to be obferved, and it was determined tomake
their flender llock of provKions ferve them eight

weeks, however fmall the daily proportion might
be.

To particularize the painful labours of every.

day, where only diftrefs marked the hours, would
i , . - attbrd
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afford little information, and certainly could be
no entertainment. We Ihall therefore only men-
tion the mod extraordinary occurrences, whether
of patient fortitude or aggravated miferyj whe-
ther of difcovery or relief.

They now (leered their coiirfe towards the Fee-

jee Iflands, which they hoped to come in fight

of. On the 4th of May they difcovered a fmall

low illand, and next day they defcried feveral

more, through which they failed.

Hitherto they had not been able to keep any
particular account of their run j but having now
provided themfelves with a log-line marked, by
a little pradlice they could note their progrefs

with tolerable exa6tnefs.

On the 6th they difcovered feveral other

illands, about latitude 17 deg. 17 min. fouthy
and, from appeaiances, they were fertile and in-

habited.

It may well be fuppofed that they were mifer-

ably confined for want of room to repofe. To
remedy this inconvenience as far as poffible, they
were put to watch and watch j but even with
this, they had not fpace to ftretch their legs,

which were dreadfully cramped ; and being con-
ftantly wet, after a few hours reft, they were al>-

moli incapable of moving. Heaven was their

only canopy in the moft inclement weather.

On the 7th, two large canoes were feen failing

along fliore, oft' one of the illands, as if purfuing
themj which made them row with all their

might, being fenfibleof their weak and defence-
lefs ftate againft the mpft infignificant enemy,
torn the appearance of thefe canoes, and the vi-

cinity to the Friendly lilands, it was probable the

^ihbabitdnts were of the fame race; but they were
juftly

f I

«i
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juftly fearful of coming to an interview with
them. The illands they had lately feen were
fuppofed to be the group known by the name of
the Feejee lilands. At leaft their iltuation cor-,

refponds with the information fjrmerly received.

On the 9th, the weather being fine, they clean-

ed out the boat, and employed themfelvesin get-

ting every thing dry and in order. To keep up
the fpirits of the men, the captain amufed thekxi

with defcribing the fituation of New Guinea and
New Holland, and gave them all the information

in his power, that in cafe any accident happened
to him, the furvivors might have fome idea of
the route they were to purfue to Timor, which
fome ofthem did not know even byname.
Next day ibere was a dreadful ftorm of thun*

der and Ugntning, with much rain. During this

they caught twenty gallons of water; but fpent

91 wretched night, and the wind increaling, the

(Jay brought no farther relief than light. A tea-

fpoonful of rum was the only cordial they could

ise allowed to enable them to fupport the cold

9nd wet, For fome time the tempell did not

abate of its violence j and b^ipg inceflantly

drenched with water, fome began to complain of
violent pains in their bowels, and all had nearly

iofl the ufe of their Ifmbs.

On the 13th, feeing little profpe6t of getting

their clothes dry, the captain advifed them to

flirip and wring, them through the fait water, by
which means they received a degree of warmth,
In the afternoon, Mr. Nelfon obferved the Bar-

ringtonia of Fofter floating on the water, and
fome men of war birds convinced th^Qi they were
jiQt far frpm lan4»

Next
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Next da.y they cnme in fight of feveral iflands.

The latitude, as oblerved, was 13 deg. 2() min.
foiith, and about 167 or l6s dcg. eaft longitude.

This fight increafed the mifery of their iituation 1

they felt themfelves llarving in view of plenty j

yet it was thought better to pmlong life in the
midft of niilery, than rilk it by attempting to

land. Thefe iflands appear to be new difcoveries;

but they are fo near the New Hebrides, that they

may be confidered as part of the lame group.

The night of the l6th was extremely dark,

not fo much as a ftar was feen ; and the fea was
conftantly breaking over them. They now found
it necelTary to a6l as much as poflible again ft the
foutherly winds, to prevent being driven on the

coaft of New Guinea, which probably would
have terminated the voyage and their lives.

Next day, in addition to the miferable pittance

of the twenty-fifth part of a pound of bread for

dinner, the cf.ptain allowed each perfon about
an ounce of fait pork. For this pork he liad oft-

en been importuned; but he wilhed to hulband
it well.

The fucoceding night was dill more horrible,

and their fteerage was quite by chance. At
dawn every perfon was complaining, and an ex-
tra allowance was warmly folicited, but fteadily

oppofed from hard neceflity. However, a tea-

fpoonful of rum was generally ferved, when the
nif^litr were particularly diftreHing, and even the

thoughts ofobtaining this difFufed a general fatif-

j

tadion. The captain had now fully determined to

make New Holland, to the fouth of Endeavour
Sraights, and dire6ted his courfe accordingly.

After feveral fuccellive nights of darknefsand
Idifipay, on the morning of the 20tli, the men

., begau

i
!
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began to appear mod ghaftly. Extreme hunger
was now manifeft, but few complained of third.

Perhaps the almoft inceflant wet leffened their

defire. At noon the fun broke out, and ihed a
momentary gleam of comfort.
On the 23d their mifery feemed to have reach-

ed almoft its higheft fupportable pitch. The fuc-

ceeding night was horrible j and from the me-
lancholy ftate the company was in, the captain
began to beapprehenfivethat fuch another night
would conclude the fufferiiigs of feveral. All
complained of pains, and thofe of hunger were
not the leaft.

Providentially, however, *the weather changed
for the better, and produced fome cheerful looks.

They now, for the firft time during fifteen days,

felt the genial influence of the fun.

On the 25 th they examined the ftock of bread,

pnd found it, according to the prefent iflTues, to

be fuificient for twenty-nine days. As it. was
uncertain whether they might reach a friendly

port in that time, the captain refolved to propor-

tion the allowances to fix weeks ; and hard as it

feemed to abridge them of the little they had hi-

therto received, his arguments were heard with
ratience, and they readily fell into his meafures,

T'his day they were fortunate enough to catch a

noddy, and the following day a booby was caught

by the hand. Thefe were divided into eighteen

parts, entrails, claws, and all ; and with the ufu-

al allowance of bread, they comparatively fared I

in a liberal manner to what they had done before.

The blood was referved for the more fickly. The]

appearance of thefe birds alTured them of the vi-

cinity of land, and from lituation they knew it|

, muft be the coaH of New Holland.
• The
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The weather now was fine; but the heat

brought on fuch a languor and faintnefs, as made
life indifferent. On the 27th they caught two
more boobies, whofe (lomachs were well filled

with flying and cuttle fiih, all which were equal-

ly divided. Providence now feemed to be fup-

plying their wants in a very unexpedted manner.
Early in the morning of the 29th, before day,

theperfon at the helm heard the found of break-

ers, which were foon feen within a quarter of a
mile diftant 5 but altering their courfe, in a few-

minutes they were out of danger. At day-light

they bore away again for the reefs, over which
the fea broke with great fury j but within they
faw fmooth water. In failing along, they happi-

ly difcoverecl a break in the reef, and within it

an iiland of a moderate elevation. This obtain-

ed the appellation of Dire£tion Iiland, as its iitua-

tion ferves to point out the opening in the reef.

It lies in 12 deg. 51 min. fouth latitude.

As they advanced within the reefs, with an
intention of landing on the firll convenieht fpot,

they began to forget their pail calamities, and
having returned their thanks to the Supreme, for

his gracious protection of them fofar, they enjoy-

ed their miferable dinner With a fatisfa^^ion ta
which they had been long ilrangers.

The coaft now began to Ibew itfelf diftinftly,

and prefented various features. On a fmall

iiland near* the main tjiey found a bay, and a fino

fandy point to land at. Here they remained all

night, without much apprehenfion from the na-

tivies J for, though they difcovered fome old fire

places, there were no iign» of any having lately

been on this fpot.

After
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After 4. righrji repole on land, their llrcngtii

and ri>irit& were wonderfully recruited, and this

gave the captain the mod favourable hopes *of

their being able to furmount the difiiculties

wliich they had Hill to encounter.

Parties were now fent out to fearch for fupplies,

and the artificers were employed in putting the

boat in order, and repairing the rudder; one of
the gudgeons of which had come out in the

courfe of the night, and had this been lod at fea,

it moft probably would have been fatal to them
ftll. Thus the hand of Providence was again vi-

fihle in their prefervation.

The foraging parties foon returned with plenty

of oyfters and frelh water. By this time they

had been able to make a fire, by the help of a

fmall magnifying glafs, which the captain always
carried about with him j and having a copper

pot in the boat, they were provided with the

means of drefling a ftew, which might have beeo
reliibed by nicer palates.

At this time complaints were very general.

They were chiefly dizzincfs in the head, great

^'eaknefs in the joints, and a violent tenefmus,

from a long want of the natural evacuation.

On the whole, however, all of them Ihewed
remaining marks of itrength and fortitude to iin-

dergo more fatigues. *

Two miferable wigwams were difcovered on
this fmall illand, but no inhabitants were feen.

The track of forae animal was difcernible, which
was fuppofed to be the kanguroo. The extent

of the illand might be about two miles. It pro*

Uuced the manchincal and fome palms, belides

Other trees. Mr« N^^I^VP difcpyered lump fern

roots.
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rootSt which were roafted, but they proted a
very indifferent fubftitate for bread.

The captain had ditttioned his men againft

eating any berry or fhiit they were not perfefil/

acquainted with ; but no fooner were they out
of hit fight,' than' the>itnpalfe of hunger made
them gfMdily' devour three difierent kinds of
fmall fruit w|uch they found here. By overloading

their weak ftomtchs, they quickly began to feel

the effects of their impradencei and dreaded they

might be poifondd. For fome time the alami
iv*as confiderable i but^ at laft they were convinc*

ed that it was the quantity, not the quality, ofthe
fruits that had occafiohed thdr nnpleafant fymp-
torns, and that th^ might ufe them in modern^
tioii M^thout dagger.

They faw ibveral kinds of birds here, but with*>

out firearms H #as impoifible to kil! any of
them. Oyftersand watdl weie the principal fup-

plies Rtlftortftian Bland, as it was called, afford-

ed; and to perfons in their fituation, thofe arti-

cles were of'the higfaeft iinporHinoe and the ut-

mo^ vftltfe. Reft, and a fuffioieney of food to fzr'

tlify the cravings of natore, in t ihor^ *imehad an
•Aonflfhingefi^ on all.

Being |>retty well refretiedi and every thing

readyfor fea, on the 31ft of May tbey were prt-

paring to embarkv when twentf nativesappeared
on thti oppbfitd fkdlt, running and fkontin^
They were all armed with a fjpeai' 6r '^nce, and
mad^ii|ns€»finvitati<Kh The captain, howevei^,

^feeing-^at thcyweie difcoViereidi made haik ib

put to fea, and paiTed the natives aar near at

pofl^ble, wh«» were naked and "blaick; Num-
heWifrtte dbfwted jnfl pei^iiigdv^r tti^ hills, ib

hIvWa view 4>f the ftvangemio^ pirdb^b^ kc^t

batk,kftiiieyihooklaliii»«itH«tti. ^ >

' V01..JX. U The
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Tlic coafl, for fonie fpace, was Jiigh and woody,
but in the courfe of the night it ciianged, all at

once, and exhibited nothing but a low Tandy
i^rand, with little verdure, ur any indicatious qiIl

its being habitable by man. Several Imull idandg

lay near the (hore, fome of which were beautiful

ibots, well covered with trees and lurrounded by
d)oalsof fiih. ^ .* ,

*

In pairing between one of thefe iAands and the

•main, they law a fmall party of Indians running
and waving green branches of trees, in lign of

friendlbip. At a little didance a more numerous
body of them was perceived coming down to ikt

beach, but though the captain laid the boat clofe

Xo the rocks, none of them would venture wi.thin

two hundred yards of the l!^ngliih. It it, likely

they feared that treachery w:hich» it was too pro-

bable, they meditated themielytes. •

Soon after Captain ttigh came up to an liland

of a pretty conliderable eleya^on, wher^ he re-

folv.ed to land. Thh Hvas Q|fe6ted without much
A^itl^culty, and two^ parties were fent out to feek

for fnpplies. On .their return, theiir fatigue and
flillrefs got tlie better of tb^ir reafon and tbnix

duty : they began to murmurand compjaitXi atv^

•oncperlbn^ wHh afjniptinons looki,tol(| tbo cap-

tain 4)ctliou^thimi«lf as good a man as he.*. To
xurb thi^ lic^ntioiju^Jpirit at.on^te, wa» a duty in-

cumbQpt on the r^mman^r. |ie feized a cut-

lafs, and ^d the mutineer defend himf^lf^ This

refolutecou/duifl in t>he captain h$(i;the.happi.e(l

,^e^. Con«^ons were 4niiaivtly .m$4f> and
•liarmony reftoicd*. M h., : ii.ic ,.->i ii^^Ufi

, . On tl^is4flandiT .wliich- was about, two nuies .in

.circuil^ |jb9yjfpu»<J ajconfidetableqwautHy .Qf^lfSiP

•»W4^er> a.ttdjipniie.4.06 oyi^rs and clau)S.roun4, the

Itorei with a iJBW ft»^;4og-6llj. , Um^ ^^^'

p.'T \'j ..Zi _i«ftcd
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le^ed whatever it fupplied, t hey now began to

think of departing ; and after a hearty dinner of
flowed oyllers, clams, and a kind of fmall bcan>

which they difcovcied here, a fpecies of dolichos,

they named this place Sunday Tfland, and pro-

ceeded to a key in the northweft quarter.

Here they obfervcd recent tracks of turtle, and
were not without hopes of finding fome. Innu-
merable birdi of the noddy kind reforted thither,

and, on the whole there Was an appearance of
more abundant fupplies than had yet fallen in

their way. Parties were accordingly font. out;

but they returned mortified and difappoi'ut^d;

Mr. Nehbn, who headed one, was brought back
in the moll alarming condition. He complained
of a Violent heat in his bowels, a lofs of figl^f»

and univerfal lallitude. It feems he had exerted

himfelf beyond his flrehgth j but on giving hiiti

a little wine, and laying 4iin)- in the (hade to risfl;

he began'to recover. Others complained of iick-<

nefs, and were fliockingly difireifed with the te-

nefmus. An idea began to'prevail that fome had
poifoned 'themfelves with eating the dolichos^

and as they gorged themfelves "With alnoofl everji

things thiat fell in their way, it was really provl*

dential tliat they efcaped fo well.f • • • -^

In their walk round this fpot, they faw thtf

remains of a wigwam and f<mie cocoa-nuts and
turtle fhells, from whence it was dear, that thtf

natives fometimeS' reforted thitheVj and thnugis

none were now obferved in the vicinity, the cap-

tain thought it prudent to order the fire to be
made under cover, left they ihoutd be difcovered*

However, while he was taking a Walk along th6

beach, on a fudden the illand appeared inablaze^

and-running to the ftation, he found that one of
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the men bad been obflinate, and imprudent
finough ,to ioHft on having a fire to hinifelf, in

making which> the flame caught the graft and
fpread rapidly. This might have been attended
with the moil fatal confequences^ had the natives

been on the coaflr. —•
—

; In the evening, a turtling party was fent out,

which underwent the utmoft fatigue mmthou t the

l^ft fncpefs. Thofc, however, who had been
^t out to catch bird^j i^turned with about a do'"

^n noddies ; but fo little difcretion had they uf-*.

e^jin keeping quiet, and attending to ordersi^

fhat they certainly defeated their own^purpofei

OnQ man, who had ieparated from the refl, after

j^e arrived at Batayia, owned that he had a^ually

canght and eaten nine birdsJn private.

J^ly in the morning of June 2d, they pro«

fC^ed on thfiir voyage, aftd pliTed feveral keys,

clothed with fmali trees and bruih wood, which*
contraiied with the Tandy hills «)n the fnaan land,

bad a very pi^urefque efft€t. As they advanced^

Ihe coait aflumeda variety of featurex, and they

pafled many keys and ilUinds before they could

^t iiioar pf the main. On the evening of the

4th of June, they were once itiore launchied into

the open oc'eanl ^nd miferable as iheic fituatinn

W$S>Mbit had reconciled them to it, and brought

Ihftm; to icoofider their boat as adapted to any
navigation thiey had to encounter. This conii-<

^nce was a, fortunate circumflancej. they had
the ttttnoft reliance on the captainj ikill, and
when he' would have been inclined lb doubt of
hftmfelf, the favourable opinion of his men in^

fp^red him with hew resolution to ferve them^by
p^feveranCe. .;hn*tii '>^h n-iUhm -n lin ,u ••

' They had beeq ii^ ds^ oo the<!08ft of New
t*j lioltand.

\ *
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Holland, in the courfe ofwhich they had procur-*

ed feme temporaEy fupplics j and what was of no
lels confequence, they had enjoyed reft, towhitb
they had-long been ftrangera. Their ftrength was
lomewhat increafed, and as it was frtppblcd that

they might reach* the friendly Port of Timor int

eight or ten days mbre, this idea gave new vigour-

to their efforts, and new hope to their profpefis; '

On the 6tb" they -were vifitcd by feveral boo*'

bies, one of which was caught, Tand the blood was
divided, as a cordial, among three of the men Who'
wiere moil feeble. ' Thefielh was ihared for din-

ner nexUday. Even fuch a reliefas this was not
unifnportant. ..»*..;.

The night of the 7th was miferably wet arid'

cold, and the Tea broke over them with great fii-^

ry. The comp&ny; unable to' fupport the; incle-

mency of the weathdr, fo well as at firft, werfc

evidently giving Way to the prelfure of calamity.'

Soiat be^an to feel Bnutlconqiierable inclination

to lleep, a proof that nature ivasexhatifted; and*^

others' fliewed a ftupid apathy. - The captain/

feeing their melancholy fituationj diftributed ii

few teft-fpoonfuls oftvhie among therh^ and hav^'

ing the profpe6t of a fpeedy v6yHge, their fcanty-

allow^nce i of bread' was Ibmewhji t increafed . . ^

Qo/iht e)th they hadt^€ good fortune to catch^

a ffnall dolphin, of >^hidk each perfon hadtwtol

ounces, including the* offals) and the reft w^asr^
ferved for another meal. ' "' 'ip

The Succeeding night was extremely uhfavoiiri'

ablei and the complaints of the crew increafedi'

The fur^eon and Lebogue,i an old hardy feaman,
were almoft ready to drop j and anxioufty as he-

wiflied it, the captain had lio means of alleviat-

ing their diftrelfes, except by giving them a very

* U 3 frosOl
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ihl^U quantity of wine at long intervdls; a^ ba
wifl»«d to ufe the only cordial they had with the
9)p(i frugal economy.
Ahout this timc^ ganncts, boobies, men ofwar

9nd tropic birds, conftantly furrounded them* and
90ck weed began to appear. TheCe unerring
%ns of iand affifted to fopport them under theit

prefen tills. Indeed, had this profped been very

diftantt it was iropoiiiblc they could hai^ hdd out.

The moft alarming fymptoms of approaching dif-

^iDtion were obferved. Fatuity, debility, and a
propenfity to Aeep, were the melancholy prefage*

of death not remote. . *.

The captain ftill poiTeifed a great (hareof fpi*

lits} but it feems he looked as ill as the red.

The boatfwain innocently told him he thought
he appeared worfe than any of them> but he had
fortitude and good humour ertpugh to return this

honeft man a better compliment^
At laft, yery early in the roorninsf of the 12th

of June* to their unipeakablejoy, they difcovered

the land of^impr. They r ^re almoi^ fmnlio
vith the tranfports of delight; and had this }fcen

the iight of their native land* inHead of pne>of
the moft remote fettJements of the eaft, it could

fcarcely have given them more pleafurable fenfa^

tions. It was now fortynone dayi iiace they had
left Tofoa, during which Ihey itad run through
eyery peril and diftref^' without a iingle deaths

By their log, the didance app^rcd to be three

tiioofaod fin hundred and ei||;hteen miles} a fpace

that perhaps was never pafled before in fo fmaU
a veflelj and with focfa a ilender fupply of every

neceflary.

The captain had but an indifiin£t ideain wb»t
part of Timor the Dutch fettkmeot lay i bal ho

fortunately



fprttjnately fuppofed it was in the fouth-wcfi part

ofth^iiland. , *

In running along the (liore, the country exhl*

bited many ci4iivated and beautiful fcenesj and
next day they faw feveral imokes. ^.

. The crew became impatient , to land, T&ey
forgot that the Indians of Timor might be juit

as dangerQuB as thofe oiany othor coall ; and it

required aH the arguments the captain. could ufe

to allay their impetuous, deiire^ l^vitxy iign of'

GuHivation, every bay where a landing was prac-

tipable, they eyed with riegret as they paifed.

I-Iaving iuroDounted the dangerfodf. a fea that
ran v«*ry high, on the 14th they came in fight of^
fpacious found with an entrance two or three miles

wide. No plac^e could appear more eligible far

i))ippit)g> or more likely to be chofen for an Ki^-

fopean fettlement than this. Th? c|ptain thereT

fore refolved to examine \tt and came to a grap-r

pel on the eait ii^e of the entrance, near which
he fawa but,a dog, and fome cattle.

Theboalfwatn and gunner immediately landed

in fearohof the inhabitants^ and in a Htbrt time
returned with fome Indians* ^^ho treated them
with European politenefs. From theie people it

was difcoveredj that thie governor reiided at a
place palled Qoi^pang, and one of tliem was pre->

vailed on> by the prom^fe of a rewardi to ftep iptQ

the boat ai^d d^re^ them to the fpot.

Tbefe Indif^ns wer^ of a dark tawny colour,

arid had long black bair. They wore a fquare

pieee of doth roupd their loins* and had a hand-r

kerchief wrapped routvd the he^d. They pre-

fented the Epglifh with a few ears of Indian corni,

and fome dried turtle : it is|>robable they woulj
itave brought olher fu;ipUe8A 1^4 Um« been al-r

: J8 iowe4
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lowed them j but the captain relblYcd to pulh on
under the guidance of th« native who had un--

df^taken to conduct them, dnd'Hfter a few hours
of the fweeteft fleep that man ever«njoyed, they
proceeded to Ccapang^ -

The firings of two cunnon gave them riQiW life,

and in the morning of the 14th, they crtme to a

grapnel off a fmall for* and town, Vhich their

pilot told them was Coupangi *

' Having hoifteda lignal of diftrefs, a faldier harl-

edithem to land j and they had the good fortune to

meet an Engllfli failor who belonged to one of

tlie fliips in the road. Thftca-ptain, he faid,«was

the fecondperfon in the town, and to him Captain*

liligh defired to be introduced, 9[$ he heard the

governor was extremely' ill. z*
.

v ,,.

^^Captain Spikerman received them with the

gireateft humanity, and immediately gave direc-

tionsfor their reception at hisownhoufe, and went
IwmfeJf to inform the sfovernor of their misfor-

tunes, «nd prefent melancholy iituation, ' .

No po\yers of imaginatioi^ could ^aint with
due effect the mixture of hqrror, furprife,*iand

pity with which^he people of Timbr beheld

them, or the ghaftly looks of the Englifh, and the

eyes of famine fparkling at theprofpe6t of relief.

Their"bodies were nothing but Ikln and bones

j

their4imbs were fullof fofisj they were covered

\vith rags
J and in fa6l, thedifmal fpe^acle they

exhibited, mud have inlpired the mingled fenfa-

tions of pity and difguft.

The governor, William Adrian van Efte, was
dying of an incurable dileafe, arid he had only at

intervals a fewmoments of eale,when he was capa-

ble ofattending to any thing. Neverthelefs he adr

mitted Captain Bligh^iind fympaUiizing in his dif-

trefs.
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trefs, expreifed the fatisfadion it gave him to live

to have it Hill in his,power to alleviate the cala-

mities of the £«glilh. He recommended the

captain to the^bell offices of ins ibn-in-iaw, Mr.
Wanjon, who was fecond of CoupaQg, and 'not)

Captaiw Sptkermanjastbefailor had reprefeofid.

The ovif vacant houie in the town was hired for

their reception, and was provided with everjr

thing that could rend^sr tlieir 6tuatioa comfort-

able. The governor prefled Captain Bligh to

fiate his wants without referve, and thisy mould
be gratified. In a word» this gentleooan feema
to have pofleifed every feeling tlHH can do ho*

nour to human nature ; and forry we are^ that

he did not live to know the grateful fenfe which
th«£ngli{h nation entertained of his seal in the
caufe of their diftreiTed countrymen. Bat his re-

ward has attendedJiim : theconfcioiurnefs of bfr-

nevolencej perhaps foothedthe dying hour.
When the captaki returned from this inter*

view with the governor, he had the pleafure to

find) that the fufgeon of the place had,been fe^^

dulots in his atten|ion to the iick« and that tho
generoHty^of different pepple had enabled the

company to make a decent appearance. Th^
were all provided with a hatidfome dinner; >anda

coniidering tl^ir fiarving lituatioii» they ufitd as

much moderation in eating and drinking as •ould
be expected.

The captain dined with Mr. Wanjon, who ful-

ly entered into the benevolent vi^^s of th&^o<^

vemor, and proved, by his manner, that he did
not conlider the Offices ofhumanity as a talk« but
a pleafure.

Notwithftandingthe fmall quantityofprovifions
with 'V(rhi9li« tfiey fet out fropfi Tofoa* when they

} r^apUed
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reached Coupang, they had enough remaining to

have laded for eleven days more, in whicrh^fpacc

they might have reached Java,htd they failed here.

This prudent ecoitomy of the captain defervcs

every praife ; for had it been lefs ltri6tly obferv-

ed,»however painfni the taik mnft have hcert to

him, it is improbable that any of them ctJtild have
ever reached a port. Indeed there is every Visa

-

fon to believe, that the mutineers thought them-
felves infallibly Iccure from dete6tion, and co^d
liedft of allexpe£t that the account of their vflla-

hies Ihould fo foon reach their ^native land. : '

f* When IH^ecV fays Captain Bligh, " how
providentially our lives were laved at Tofoar, atid

that,with fcarce a% thing to fupport life,virecroflr-

ed a feaofmorethan^ twelvehundred4eafuee, witli-^

out -any flieltetfrom the iiifelcmencv of the wea-
ther j when I refltft, thatihanopen boat, #ith'

fo much ftormy weather, we efcaped founderidg?

that not 6ne of us was takemoff by dffijafe, and
that we had the good fortune to pafs the un-
friend^" natives of other countfie*, without ac-

cident, and at laft to meet wl|h the nio{jt fri^dly
and beft*of people to relieve our diftrcmisj when
I refle6t, I fay, on all thefe »Avonderful efcapes,

the i?cmemb^Qce ofinch lignal m^mies; enabJcs

me to bear with cheerfulnefs and r^goatibn, the
failia* of an expiedttion,^' whofe i^dccefs I^had
much at heart, and which was fruftrated at H-

timfe» V?'hen I- w'ks congratulating myfelf on' the

ftireft profpelStof being able to complete it in a-

manner that would fully have^anfwelPed the be-

nevolent intentebn of his majedy, and the bo-*-

nourable promoters of fuch a beneftcial'plan." .

By the ^umaifte attention of the' pritioipal^p^r-

fowk at CotipalHg, the^ wer&^net'loiigi without

J- ^ ^ * evident

L
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tvident flgns df convaJefcencej'and ^o fecure

•th&|rflnrival at Batavia before the departure of

tbe-.Oftobef fleftt for Europe, Captain Bligh

purchafed g {malf fchooner for one thouliand rix

dollars, and fitted her for fea under the naiile of

theR^oorce. •
r .^ ^

On the 20th of July, de|«r(ed this life, Mr.
David Neli'oq j a man univepfally relpe6ted tor

his fcienttiic knowledge, and his patient forti-

tude. He Was cut oflTby an in^mmatory fever,

after furmounting fo many difhculties, and4n the

midft of thankfultiefs ^r his deliverance. Next
day he was interred with all po(|j|^Ie folemnity,

iii4hii£uropeani;|utiaVground belonging to Cou-
-pang. V

•
' :? •>?> '

^vexy thing being ready fof the profecution of
their VYwage, on thiflOth of Au^ft, they too^c

leate of^ their be^fa|tors, an^r failed from this

port, i Mr; Wahjon4iad Aipplied the captain

withmom^ on govprnmelit account, to enable

hint to proceed to Batavia \ aodf Mr« Max, th«

town furgeon, behaved with fuch difinterefted

hiittifinit^^ that' heirefufed any gratuity for his

attemdand^, and oBfervfi# that he had done no
more than hi* flu^. To record- fijchiaftanceg

of generolitji to thofe in dilirefs, |s.llie mo£k d&-

li'ghtft^ |>rQV<iiice of the hiiiorian.^ *

On the. lH of ; Od^ber ^hey arrived., iiirfafe-

ty ^t Batavia: but fcarcely had th(^ captain

adjufii^d mAttery^or landing hi;^ tn^n, wh«?Q he
waslbftsed wpAh atiolenX; fever. Oh the 7tl| he
was cdrrie^iiUo i^e couotry} to the phyfician

generar»houf0,(«tvvhere the ^ovesnor general af-

iired Wfli tl^^hPil^Pul.^ be aqpomnjpdated with
every attendance and comfprt that jcauld acce-

lerate hi» ropoygy. He was, hoWev«r, advifed
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Coqait the unhealthy climate of BataviB without
delay, and to ' facilitate this, the governor gave
him leave to embark on board the Ubjdt Packet^

together with Mr, Samuel and a fervant.

Having taken all due care of the unfortunate

partners in his calamities, and obtained a pro*

mife that they ihoold be fent to Europe as loon

•ss poiiible, file captain left Mr. Fryer to fuperin^

tend them, and to fettle tlie accounCa with the

fabandar5 and on the l6ih of Odober went on
board the packet, which arrived at the Cape of
Good Hc^ on the l6th tdf December.
Next morning Captain Bligh went on ihore,

and was recdv^ in the took polite and fitendly

manner by M. VanderGraaf, tne governor. H^e
he began to feel his uAial health utarniiig, and
hav^ing difpacehed letters to the ditferaiit orien-

tal fettlements of the Enoliih, containing a%fief

accdbnt of his tranfadkiora, and a defcriptioli' of

the [Hratesy on the 2d of Jantiary 1^90^ he re^

embarked on Ifoafd tb^ packet, and without any
memorable occurrence sxrht^ in the Britiih

Oiannel, and was landed ftt PintAnoaith kjr a

boat frftm the lile of Wight tun thel<f ollfardi.
i Ofthe ofic^ and men, left lit B«tavia> two
died, and Ihe furgeon never retar^^j iMM^did

not li^e to reach Snrope i but of nineteen^ whdhi
the mutineers forced into thb: llklncib, twelve

revi0tc(i their native land. Such wis thc^ iiliie

of anttyage which, in its genetrftl cireumlbinces,

ia iilttiofl without paralld; its ol^eift ws# noft
benevnolent, the ereot difa^odi ^^ a)K The
ways of Providence ar^ darii; andunfetrdiablef
binr the un^t^nate intaoceMttfialf'lie «fibi«d^

tii "- ' ' ^ %
' HISTO-



HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

N.
OF.

LORD MACARTNEY'S

EMBASSY TO CHINA.

THE ofiidlal account of iLord Macartneyli
flmbafiy to China, fo long aDnounced ibr

publication, being iUll delayed, it becomes ne«
ce^vy fm us to nfe the molt futlientic materials

Cliat circumftances will allofw. Fortunately, tbo
great outline of the narrative w6 have foUow^d,
has been confinned by tbofe who4iave trod in the
fame path, !ine^weii& embarked in the fame voy-
age. %ery man may defcribe what he faw, and
detail what he knew. j^Iore is not pretended to

be done. This explanation we thooght due;
and» yre flatter ourielves, it may f«ve to remove
prejudice auiLnft what has not the ftarop of au*
thority, an4tp conciliate attention;

Every arrangement having been made to enfure

the fuccei^ aid add to the fnlendorand accom-
motNition of aii emba% which had long engaged
a coniiderable ihare of the public attentioivLord

Ma<^rtney, with liis' whole fuite, went oti board

the Lion, at Spitfaead, September 2itV 1^92; and^

on thfr29th of the fame month, fays our narra<*>

tor, -wia^' took' our imal departure, accontpant*

Vol. IX, X ed
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ed by the Hindoftan^Kflft Ipdiaman,; and th«
Jackail brig.

Nothing particular happened for feme days,

except that the Jackallparted company in a ^alc

of wind, in the Bay of Bifcay, and did not rejoin

jis till after wd had left Batavia. .'
,

On the 10th of 0£tober, we made lai^d j paflect

the Defert Illand and Porto Sanfto j and next day
cad anchor ia Funphal Bay, in the liland of
Madeira.

Lieutenant Campbell having been fent to the
Governor of the Madeiras* to notify the ambafla-

dor's arrival, faiutes of guns were interchanged be-

tween the Lion and the garrifon. Soon after, the

£ritilh conful, attended by fevcral Englilb gentle-

men and merchants, came to pay their refpe£ts to

his excellency, and to invite him on ihore.

Having accepted the invitation, the yard arms
were manned, during his lordfhip's parage from
the iliip to the ihore ; falutes were repeated ; and
at the landing-place> theGovernoroftheMadeiras,
the Britiih conful, and the principal inhabitants,

received the ambalTadorwith every mark ofedeem
and congratplation. During his day, he yras fplen-

didly entertained by the Britiih conful and the

governor^ oafuccellive days, and before his de-

parture, had the honour of a vifit, in return, on
board the Lion, froni all the moii didinguiihed

peffons of the ifland.

We tdok our leave of Madeira on the 18th of

Oftober, and on the 2 id anchored- in Santa Crus
Bay .'iri. :the Xde of TenerifFei

. The Peak of Teneriffe is well known to be ond
ofthe hi^hedmountains in the worldf and it pre*

fents. a number of objeds^ which the curious en-
quirer into nature can never:cesi& to contemplate

1^ * .-:
, <• with
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with admiration. It rifcs in the centre of the

iiland, nnd its afcent from Santa Cruz may be
about twenty miles. Some of the principal gen-

tlemen»of the embafly, with attendants, relblvGd

to vifit the Pcab. I happened to be of the party.

AVe fet out on the morningj of the 24th, prepared
and equipped for the expedition, and lurnilhed

with guides j but after encountering a feries oi-

dangers, night coming on, we determined to taltfe

up our lodging at the bottom of the peak, to

which wc were now advanced, and to renew our
journey in the morning. At an early hour wc
agam let out j but were obliged, by the innu-

merable difficulties and dangers we encountered,

to rclinquifh the gratification of reaching the

fummit. After a fatiguing excurfion of two
days, we returned to Santa Cruzj and, on the

27th, we bid adieu to the Canaries.

The Cape de Verd Iflands lay next in our'

route J and Port Praya Bi^y, in the lile of St. Jago,

received us on the 2d of November.
The town of Praya is chiefly remarkable for

the advantage of its port, where outward-bound
ihips of all nations frequently touch* •

On the 1 ft of December we came to anchor in-

Kio Janeiro harbour, in the Brafils j where we
found an opportunity of tranfmitting letters to

England by a South Sea whaler.

'

Next day, an officer >V3S difpatched to an-

nounce the amhaflador's arrival to the viceroy.

Being then at his country refidencci theiffual fa-

lutes were fufpended} however, the dcput^r vice-

ro^rc^me in ftate next morning, to compliment
Lord Macartney j but ' his lordlhip being muchi
iodifpofed, was iMiable to receive him in perfon.

Sir George Staunton and Sir Erai^mus Gower,'
»
"^ X2 therefore^
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therefore, reprefented his excellency on thst

eafioD. The day tbllowing, the deputy vicerof«

ill the nanie of hU principal, coogratulated hii

excellency, the anibalTHdor, ou his arrival^ and
made a tender of a houfe for his reiidence dnriii^

lus ftay.

This obliging oiTer being accepted, oa the 7th*

%t noon, his lordlhip proceeded on (bore with
the ufual formalities, and was received with all

poflible dillin^ion bvr the viceroy, attended by hia

guards, and the nioit diiltnguiihed perfoos of the
place. After taking fome refreihment at the

viceroy's palace, the ambalfador, and the princi-

pal gentlemen of his fuite, were accommodated
with carriages to convey them to the hoofe de-

fined for their reception, about two miles difiaat

irom the city.

On the IOtb> Lord Macartney, with his whole
iuite, paid a ceremonial vifit to the viceroy. In
the evening, bis lordOiip and attendants took a
walk in the public garden, the ufual amu(ement«,

and the foeoe of the principal entertainment of
tjbe inhabitanta of the place.

The fblbwing day, the viceroy, in grand pro*

oeffion, returned Lord Macartney's viiit. A dif-

charge of artillery announced the moment of hif

departure from his palace. The ambalTador Aood
feady to receive him on his arrival ; and after

conducting him to the chief apartment, prefentrd

the principal gentlemen of the embaify, who
were all refpe^tfuUy noticed by the viceroy. An
elegant repaft concluded the viiit.

The viceroy's drel's was very fplendid. It wat
fcarlet cloth embroidered with gold and precioui

itones. His attendants^ in geueiali woj:^ a liveqr

of^rccftaod^oidf
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Ijbtd MacarthcVi beirtg Hill undet indifpofition,

privately returncfl on board the? Lion, on the af-

ternoon of the l.Sth } and every preparation hav-

ing been made for renewing our voyage, we left

the Harbour of R'ro Janeiro on the 18th.

f>ii the laft day of the old year we renclied the

Ifland of Tritbn de Cunha, a barren and ahnolt

inaceelHble Fock> near the centre of the Southern
Ocean. Uninhabited by men, it is the refort of

a prt>digious Variety of ' marine fovl^ts ; and its

furrounding feas abound in whales and other te-

nants of the deep. An officer being> fent on
fhore in the cutter, reported that thetq^ath Was
fevoiirable, afitJ that frcfti water was plenty.

Next, morning, January 1,
' 1793, it Was in-

tended to fend out a watering party j and an-

other on' natural and phiiof^biphical refearches.

Both fchennes were friiftrated. A heavy gale

came on at midnight ; and had not the wind pro-

videntially changed, at a moment of imminent
danger, our 4eilru6tion would have been inevit-

aWe.' > .

iJuring many fucceffivc days the weather was
generally moderate ; and a month paifed away'
without our feeing landi On the lA of February,

however, we difc6vered the lile of Amflerdam,
in latitude 30 deg. 43 tnin. fouth, aii:d longitude

77 deg. 20 min. eaft. We came to anchor on the

ead fide of this illand ; and found here five feail

hunters from the Ifle of France. They had mu-
tually en^gaged 'tp f})eDd eighteen months on this

Tinpropitious fpot ; fix* were already elapfed ; and
during that periocj* it' feems, they had killed no
fewer than eight tlidufand feals. Thefe men,
with «lte utmoft civility, efeorted us to a h»t they

bad biiUft5 and fej^ed as our condu<5tor& round
X;i theix
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their ufurped domain, Tb^y had formed a p«tfi«

-with incredible bbour, over a mouotaia, crown-
ed with a volcano, which throws out a Cob^oco
reCenibling laltpetre. In afcending thi» path*
we ^ound a fmall fpring of boiling hot watef* in
which fome^fiih were perCe^y drefled in a few
minute. The whole iiland* which is about eight
miles long aqd (ix bro«d, has a voloanic appear^'

itncei and producer neither tree nor ibrub, Va^
quantities of iifli wer^ caught here, and falted

for ufe i ma«y /pedes ^tt^ very delicate* parti*

cularly lobfterj.

The night of oar departure being dark, aflFord-r

ed us an opportunity of cp^tempVating one of the

mod 9wfi4;fpe6^acle< in nature. The ^n\esi>£
the volcano were feen riling from fix diitant

qpeningg. Whether this wa3 it^ ufual appearance,

or only one of its occaHoiial eruptions, w( ha4 no
opportunity of afcertajning.

On the jath, we came in fight of the Trial

Rofiks, They fcarcely rife above the furfaceof
the deepi but the waves dafli againft them witH
fo amch impetuQlityt^ that they nio mountains
high. This fortunately mfirks tho iituatiop of
thefe formidable rocks, and io r-ea)|ty ^eflciia ^ho
danger by magnifying its appearance^

Soon aftoTf we entered the Straights of Sunda]
andj on the 0th of March, arrived m the R(^ of
Baiavia, where we immediately received the far

lutes of all the Engliih flups, aod of one French
veiTel. Early oent morning, the gaNrijfbn tired a
£«lute, whi^o was returned i and foon afcer^i n
deputation from the governor general waited Oil

J^ord Ntacartoey, to invite him on 0)ore. ; r

Hii lordihip having refolved to land on tho

|th^ whiCi^ WM the annivet^iiry of (be hiiili-daj
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©f thp Prince of Orange, a roya) lalutc was fired

in honour of the day) and afterwards the ambaf*
fador went on iliore, with the nfual ceremonies

and attendants. The Royal Batavian Hotel was
^xed on for the residence of the fuitej and, in

the afternoon> the baggage was Aifely landed
before tlie door. This hotel is an eleglnt and
fpacious firudare, and wlis built at the public

txpence, for the accommodation of occaiional vi*

inters of diftindtion. The ftyle of living here is

e»penfive ; Enropean liquors of every defcription

being at a very high price j but when it Is con*

lideredi that the landlord is obliged to import
them from Europe, and pa^ an annual rent to

government of iixty thoufand rix dollars, it may
itafonably be fuppofed, that the profits mnfl be
great, to tiottnterbalaoce his rilk and certain out*

golngi. . ^
The Prince of Orange's birth-day was kfcpt

with thofe demonilrations ofjoy, which are juft*

\y paid to the fupreme head, m every country in

which fociety has been formed, and eiviliKatlon

iias taken place. The governor general gave a

fpldfidid entertainment to the principal perfbns

In Batavia, at his country' reiidence, to which
Lord Macartney wetit by invitation. A ball and
iupper concluded the itte, and mirth and feflivi*

iy were prolonged beyond the hours of night.

The uninterefting occurrences of every day,

4nriag our llay at Batavia, would fail to enter<«

tain :' they were marked with little variety.

Bataviftk the oriental emporium of the Duteh^
is th|i6 principal city in the litand of Java : it is

•liQoft fqoare, furroonded by high walls and
gatc^f and prote^ed by forts, which are well gar<«

Tii^SjK^. The dreets are fpaciousji and well fRivedi
i I. thp
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the hullcllng.^, }n general, are uniformly elegant:?

and through every principal -ftreet runs a can^
of confiderable width, lined on both fides witk

trees of perennial leaves. 'In a climate fo intplerr

ably hot, this furnifhes an ggre^able refreflimenti

but, perhaps the quantity of ftagnant, or flow

movin|, w^ter, thus colJeifted, increafes the natu-

ral infalubrity of thopj^ce. Indeed, fo fatal is

the climate of Batavia tchEurppeans, tli^tfc^rcely

one in twenty revifits hi§ pative land^ and thpC^P

whp-^fcape death there, carry, with tliem emacir

ated foi^s and debilitated conftltutions to the

grave. From the regiliers of ,tbe public hofpital*

it appears, that thof^ average number of deaths*

annually, in that fingle receptacle of mifery, does

not amount to much lefs than five thoufand,
*

But what dpinioii Ihall we jfprm pf Dutch poHcyj,

when we learn, that no means are ufed to pre^

veojt the fatal efFeds of the climate j that, pn the

contrary, filth and put(id fubllance^ every where
lie unremoved and unreg^ded, partiqularly in '

the fuburbs, till the air is contatninated to the hi^
degree, and deAru6tipn alraoft inevitable. Jt has,

however, beep faid, tliat this negligence arifes

from political confiderations ; and that a cUmate*
naturally unpropitious, is purpofely rendered

more deleterious, by a total inattention to closflr

linefs, left top many adventurers fliould be temptr
cd to fliare the gulden harveft .which this coontry

fo abundantly prefenta. The population of Ba*
tavia, however, is nevqrthclcfs very confider-ables

amounting, at a moderate, calcidation, it9i two
hundred thoufaod fouls, of whom a majori4y^ar0

Uliinefe. Thefe chiefly inhabit the fuburbfo pr
Chinefe Town, and appear to be an itiduj^ipus

and regular people. They carry on a varif^.of
trades
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trades and manufaftcnfes ; fibr Europeans think it

beneath them to engage in mechanical opetati^ns.

The Malays are alfo very mimerous in«Batavia^

and pofiefs all the malignant qoaltlies that (6

vniverfally adhere to that ft^ocioas race of men*
•Nothing but conftant feverity.it isfaid^can keep
them within the bounds of duty; and wi^ wit*

netfed fome initances of rigour in p<liii(liment>

almp^ carried to barbarity. «

Adapted to the depravity of the people, in ge»
neral, is the nature of the ^vernment ii Batiriai

j[t is arbitrary in a high degree 5 and the rigoufk

with whic!) •T^f fpeciai of deltaqoeney is pu«
niihed, car > nd a jn^iilcation m the feroci*

ous difpoiitiou, and the bafe propenfities of the
natives.

Soon after his landing. Lord Macartney being
feized with a ^t of tl^e ^out, pint a (Ibp to all th«

feftivities which wiere intetided to fill up the tiin#

of our ^»f» Several gentlemen of his fuite flf<^

fell ill, in lefs than a week after our arrival ; and
to facilitate their reoorery, they were oWered'oll
board their refpe6tiva fliips.

During our ftay here, a party of us attended
the theatre. The play was the tngedy of Maho*
met; and the entertainmiiit, Barnaby Bfittlel

The audience feeaiid vailly amufedj but not
nnderdanding the laaguage, we could form no
idea of the merits of the performance, except
from the attitudes and exprellion of ^e a^ors^

which feemed.to be corre^ and^impreflive*

We left BataTia on the l6th.

The Jackall brig being now gi^en up for lofl^

Lord Macartney had purchafed a French veflel

at fiatavia to fupply her plaee, and gave her th«

iMime of the Clarencef The Clarcnc^ however*
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had only joined us the day before we received

fome iotelligence vof the Jackall, by a ihip from
Oflend to Batavia i and this intelligence wascon-
firmed by |he brig joining us.on the 23d, to the
great joy of the whdle embafly.

On tlie 29th, we loft one of our crew, of the

nameiof Leightoni He had gone adiore to waib
his linen, ftt Sumatra beach« and was found co-
vered with woiijids, and murdered by the Malays.
To the favage difpolition of thefe people, this

evoiit ga^e an a4ditipnal, though melancholy/

teftimony; * The laftjites were paid to the body
of the deceaTeiil with thf utmoft decency and re«

fpedfcj ahd thefeelings Of the whole (hip's com-
pany^op the occafion, were the beft eulogium oa
t^is character and condu6t.

Lord Macartney figftificji his intention of going
on fhore4n the alilernoon of this day, to view the

^pot wheresthe Honourable Colonel Cathcart was
bufiedf This gentleman had been honoured with
a fimilar appoiotment, to negotiate with the fim**

p^rbr of China for the intereils of his country

;

but his premature death put an end to that diplo?

niatic attempt,' ...
Faffing aviMri^ty of iflands, without any occur*

jreneS wqrthy of reoiirk, we canie to anchor in

Pulo Coridore Bay, May iQ/i^ Soon after our ar-

riv£^ a party of gentlemeua accompanied by one
<rf tfce Chinefe interpretersj went on Ihore. Some
or the natives met us on the beaipb, with whom
we proc^ded till we came, at a fmall diftante^

to a village of bambeo huts; one of which was
the refidenoe of the chief, whofe authority Ex-

tended over the whole iiland. . Like the reft, bit

habitatiorwwas formed ofbamboo, raifed on four

i|>gfts, a ffiwJeet from the ground. Here-v:^

I .

^ ^ found
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found fcvcral natives of Cochin China, who wore
no other drefs but a piece of linen round thdr
waifts, and a black turban on their heads. Thrf
chief was habited in a loofe black gown, and ai

pair of black filk trowfers. »He wat^alfo decorat-

ed with a lilver Cord thrown over his ihouldcr, ^

from which a fmall bag of elegant workm^lhip
was fufpended. In common with the reft, he
wpre a turban, but no ftioes. H^^appeafed to be
the objed of very gieat refpcft.

• Near his palace, if it may >be fo <*jftled, ftbod

tjie temple. Externally, it refembled the other

buildings} but the inlid# was adcn'nedwith va-^

rious military weapons of Eurofte, pafficularly

feme old firearms, of which they evidently did

not know the ufe, and feemed to* confider tliem ^

only as objefts of ven^?ation. The dilcharge of
a mulket againft a tree, excited the moft lively

alarm and aftonifliment. They eager^ exSmined i

the place where the ball^entered j thej^'even c^-
trived to extraft it, and then prdfented. it to each
Qther, with the moft vifible emotion. %
'Having entered into a treat/ with the chief ^or

a fUpply of buffaloes, poultr}', and ft^it, 'With

which he was to furnifli us thii* Melt da^, w^
were regaled with rice and* fifti. Finding Hiat

cocoa-nuts would be ^acceptable, he immediately ^
ordered fome to be procured for us. The dex-
terity thefe people ihewed in climbing the tree^ <»

that produced them, is aftoniihing. On our re-

turn to the ihip, we obferved caves on the beach
very ingenioully conftruded^

Pulo Condore is but thinly peopled. The
means of lubfiftence are difficult j and population,

of courfe, muft be influenced thereby. Thi*
ifland istlrtucft to the King of Cochin China. -^

To

*
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To Qiir utter a^mfhment, on landing next
tuoroing, to receive the (Upalat^ fupply of pro*

.^ilipns, we found the village defertedy an^ every

moveable carried off, A letter, in Chinefe cha-

raders* left in the hut of the chief* explained the

rea(bns of this fudden and unexpeded movement.
It feoms^ they \t^tm appreheniive we meditat^
hoftilitiea agaipil thjem* from our ihips coming
to anchor in thoir'1>ay j they earnelUy implor-

ed us to /pare their humble dwellings, .whicH
the/ inteMed to re-oecupy on our departure;

and dwelt on their poverty, which they, perhaps^

concluded was thcur beft prote6lion, and the
iirongellargument Co allay European rapacity.

Being obliged to (bt fail without our exposed

I
:|^ppiy> we left Pulo Condore on the, iBtb, and
pflhng feveral ^iflandft of different forms and
ntagnitudes, we" anchored in Turon Bay> In Co-

# chin Oiin% on the evening of the 26th.

^on after our arrival, the ambalTador received,

a vifit frotp fevo^l mandarins, who came in great

^te. ThcyVere liberally entertained j but at

fifft feemed averfe to taiio the wines and other

liquorsWliich were fet before them. This referve

appeaffing toiirife fr^m^fear. Lord Macartney fet

the^i ian example, when they indulged very free*-

]y i fhewing a particular predilection for cherry

andMra(berry brandy. Thefe chiefs wore nearly

§ the ianie kind of drefs as we have defcribed at

^> Pu^o Condore, except that they had a girdle of
1^1ver cordage. Their domeAics were clad in ti

fancy drefs, refembling tartan 5 and their le^s

and feet were wholly bane. \
Intelligence of our arrival having reached th«

court, in the evening of the 29th, the prime mi-
nifter of the lining of Codhin Chioa^ attend^ by
I i feveral
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feve)ral mandarins, camei in his qr)aje%*8 liaroef

to invite the ambatfador to^ dinner* ^is excel*

lency obHglng;ly accepted the invitation^ but polt^

poned the day to the '^th of Jum.
In the interim, he received a prefent ,»om the

king* confiding of a great number of buffaloes,

hogs, fowls, aucks, feme bags of rice, and ibme
jars of famptfoo^ a Chinefe liqiwr, nckoned very

delicious-^ * '

.

We vifited .the town of Fie-Foo, whilii#e kiy

here. It is nothing but an affemblageofwretched
bamboo huts; but it has a good market -, and were
the induftry of the natives equal to il^^ fertility of
the foil, this pla(ie would b&cemarka^ly abundant.

They feem, however, to have little knowledge of
agriculture: they fublift, therefore, chiefly on tlie>

fpontaneoui produce of the earth ; ind make their

women a principal braqrh of their trade, ^pr »
certain coniideration, they are always ready tq

confign them to the fociety of Europeans who
touch here, without any ^parent ftnfii of i^ipro*,

priety. In one of our exeurfions to the (hore, we
fawfiiL elephants performing a variety ofr|inwicl-

dy (eats, for the^cntertainmcnt of tfi^ tnandarint

:

who had aiTembled here. »
^

The 4th of June, the birth-day ofour moft gra-

cious fovereign, was obfei^ed with evfify mark of
loyaity and attachment. The morning was u(h-

ered ia with a ialute of twenty^one guns*, the

royal itandard of Great Britain^ the St. Gcorge't

enligti, and..the union, were all difplayed at thdr
appropriate ^tiuns. In honour of this day. To
dear toBritorM, wherever placed, Loi'd Macartney
had fixed his landing. Several mandarins waited
his arrival on (hore ^and attended him, under an
efcort of hin own troops, /o the rcfidcr.ce of tha

Vol. IX. Y prime
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prime mkiifter. A epilation was here provided
for him, coniifting of all the dainties* the country
i^ffotded', after partaking of which, he feturnei

" on board, interihanging mntual ci^litie#C^ith

his hofttf*'

%• Thus far affairs proceeded to tl^afatisfadioh of
all parties in Cochin CWna ; but the mjfller of the

Lion^ who Had giMie in the cutter to take found-
ings in the bay, having' unrcflei^iugly. begun to

fiirvey the cqaft, was immediately, feizfed, with
feven men who stccompaliied him, and carried

p^rifoners to tiie capital.

^ Whfea \ve fitft leceived this difagreeable intel-

liig^nce, the'impreffion it mafle is not eafily coh-

ceiVedi* It^Rras iliot only the danger to Whfch otfr

cotmtryraen had expofed thenrielvci/ that affe6led

the embaffy ; ^ut as"this kingdom is tributafy to

1^ "Chisa, it was feared, thalla reprefentation of this

inconiiderate conduct, as to them it might appear
crimmal, would have an injurious effe6t on all 6ur
futui|^ proobedlngs; an^ that the objedt fo much
at heart—to infpire confidence, would be changed
into'fuf|ticion and alarn^ . The good offices of the

>> friendly .ma:idailns were Inftantly and eameftly

folicited. CHie of the interpreters was fent on
ihore, to promote <in enquiry and furnffli art %x-

planation#^nd on* the 13th* we had the happi-

nefs to fee the matter and his men return in fafe^

i ty, after an abfence of iixdays^ What thby fuf-

fered, during this |)eriod of fufpenfe, cannot well

b^ defcribed. Nothing but a refpe^ far the

e6untry to which they belonged, and a regard to

^r the toiliioh on which they were employed, could

have faved them ffomiccrtain di^th,
^

This was not the only unpleafant event *that

.' befel us herc# We Idfc a refpe^table gentleman, I
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the purfcr of th^ Lion, who died, after a few day^

illut-rs, on the llth, ^nd iwas interred oi>ihore

with all pQiiible fdfemnity ^nd reipe6t. An in-

fcrtpiion, cut in wood, was (flactsd on his grave.

Having left Cochin Cliina on the l6th of

June, the JackqiU and Clarence bri|;, with Sir

George , Stauntciii and fine of Lord Macartney's

^cretaries, were jdifpatched 40 Macao, on the
*

2()th. Tli^fe gentlemen were cfeiarged with let-

ters to 15lie commillioners fent from Englandj^to
notify the intended ^ib^lTy., The two Chinefe
interpreters4ook this dpportunitytof proceeding

to,;revifit their relations and f|jiends> fron^ whom
,

they had been loiig fepargted. In taking le^e
of oilr countryrnen> they difpljiyed a li^nfiMirty

worthy of tl^e n|ofl: enlightened minds. ^,.4^ t ^,

JJrom the int^genc^ brought by Sir George'
Staunton, '^ho^ejoij^q^ ^s on tke 23d, very fia|^

tering hopes were entectained of the fuccefs of

the eftihaiVy, At a tiqoc when we were ap^6ach«-

ing\the fcene of negotiatio;n> this^e^s was^highly

gratifying. •

;t

'

Dulling ou;t paflage-tip flie YelJ|)W; So«, we
palled nu{]fierovis iil|i|dds. Se^ral of the head-:

lands, which in our qharts were a^ vet without a

ntn^, receivecV the appellations orfoj^ie of the

moft diftinguilhed members ofthe CjOabairy* $,

,

July ?,llt, we cali anchop: in Jangajjfoe Bjiy/

Several offi^rs were Immediately i^nt in the cuSu-

ter to Metto\Y', to reconnoitre the coail, and to

arcq^ai%Jti .there were any,|)ra6ti^i;>,l6 means of
approaching nearer the capjial on ihi]^))oard. The
cuttefreturned oh the 25tn. They^ave » very

favourable rei^ort of thefrecej^ion they had expe-

rienced from the.Chinefe 5^but reported, that it

was abfolutely hiipra6ti^^ble to proceed f^rthei;i

:.
"

Y2 : on
'

'* *»
*
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pti account of (hoid* and otbfir natural iaipedi*

menti. It was therefore fefolved to difcmbark)
and a gentleman* ac^mpanidd by an interpreter,

failed in t-he cutter tb Mettow, to make arrange-
ments for this purpofqi The mandarins promif*
ti to provide large junks fur thq reception of the
fulte and baggage, as ioon as the wind proved
favourable. y^ '

^

Soon after, wm re<feived a prefent of fome bul-
locks and ifieep, feveral hogs, poultnr, vegetables,

and other productions pf the coufitry. A princi-

pal mandarin alfo canilb on board the Lion, who
finally fettled the mode, ami the day of the dt*
b^rkation. He was invited^ dinner } but not

beiilg provided \alth his ufual table appeniageai

be feemed to feel himfelf in an i|nplealan| litua-

tioa. The Chinefe neither ufe knives nor forks:

whether we appeared mofi ridiciilou& to him, or

be to Uf, it may be difficult to decide. He ex-
prefTed the greateft admiration Of the (hip, aild

tlie various arrangements and conveniences he
faw on board; but w^at Teemed to delight him
mofl,^was hi» being hoifled into one of oiir boats

iir th^ accommodation chait.

Th6 greate^ft^part of the baggage having been
previouily put on^boafd the junks, fent^to receive

it, on tbe Mh of Auguft'^ feveral more came
0King-fide the Lion |d receive the remainder, and
the foite. Before his excellcbqy diferabarked'^ the
captain ordered the company to man ihip; he was
fainted with three qhters from the feamto, ind a
difcharge «/guns fro^ii the fhips.

Thfc jtink intwded fot bis lordihip s recei^tioni

being found inconi^ieM and filthy, as "indeed

they 411 were, he Quitted it and went on board

Che Onroncd bri^;,

On
1.
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On this bcc^fionj we occupied no fewer tlian

twLivty junks, of al^puta hundred tons burden^

and proceeding ilowlyt from the various difficul-

ties of ihe river, the whole fleet anchored oppotite

the palace of the princioal mandarin in Mettow,
in the afternoon of the lame ctey.^

This town, the firft which we had feen in

China, polTefled none 6£ tlwfe attra6tions that

arife from the elegance of buyding, or the beauty

of lituatjon. It ftands on ft fwampy fppt, fre-

quently overflowed by the fea,^which no precau-

tion of the inhabitants is ^ble to prevent j irtidthc

houfes or hiits^ are wholly conftr'i^tcd of mud;
covered with bamboo[,^ without eitiicr floors or

pavements. liTie refidonces o( the mandarins,
however, which lie nt a fmall diflance from the

town, arp built bf flone and wood, three llories

high, an^ are adorned with painting, gilding,

and piazzas. They appear to contain a con-
liderable number^f apartments 3 each palace ))e- .

ing furniflied wiui proje6tin§^ wings, which are

generally of i^rioully pilnted wpod.
*

Guards, of both iafantiy.and caviilr}', attend

each mandarin, and environ.his palace with their

tents. ^/

The river here is of corifiderabl* breadth, but
of fmall and unequal jjepth. Abrofs.its entrance

runs a bank of fand. The furrounding country
prefeuts a ^at expanfe of rich foil and great fer^

Van Tadge^In, a mandarin of the firft clafs,

bein]^ defegate^by the emperor, to fuperintend

the progrefs, and provide for the accommodation
of th^ embaffy, during its continuance in China,
began the ex^rcife of his functions, by furnifhing

us witli junks, y^hihh were to convey ul to Pekin,

Ya ;, The
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The important trull with which he was invefle^

proved his country's opinion of his abilities to

execute it; and we Had every reafon to confirm the

favourable deciiibn it had paifed. This dillin-

guiihed perlbnage /was nbout the middle fi2e, ro-

bull> and finely formed. The darknefs of his

complexion was relieved by a fet of features ex«
prefiive of intelligetlce and feeling; and his man-
ners were at once conciliating and corre6^.

On the 0th of A&gufl» we received from the

mandarin a quantity of beef, bread, and fruit.

The beef was well flavoured, but not very fat.

The bread, not being baked in the European
mode, though made of etcellent. flour, was led
ugreeable to our taflc. Ft was in fli6t little better

than dough, being baked without an intermixture

ofyeafl, which the Chinef(; are either unacqu»int<^

ed with, or reiedt itsufe. In fliape and fize, the

loaves refemble a common walh'ball, divided in

two. They are baked on ban ranged acrofs an
iron pan, in whichis a certain quantity ofwiter,

and placed on an? eartheiMove, Wiien the water
begins to boil, the fte^m is Confined by a Ihallow

tub for a few minutes; and thus the buiinefs ends.

This curious method of baWngjOr rather boiling,

rendered it ne^^^ry for us to flice and toafl the

bread b^ore we could relifk it.

In the afternoon of ^he fame day, we received

a variety of meats, both roaft and boiled. The
rpail meat appeared as if coVered with an oily

varnifh, and tafled accordingly) the boiled was
much more agreeable to oar palates.

Perhaps we were a little prejudiced again^
Chinefe cookery, fron\ the accounts we had he^d
of their indifference in regard to animals killed

m purpofej ox by accidenta or (l}^ing of difeafe.
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It fecnis all are equally ufed. The reports that

h^d reached our ears, in this refpe^, were con*
firmed by the evidence of our eyes. Some pigs,

being iiifeded with an incurable diforder, were
thrown overboard} but th^ frugal Chinefe f,n-

fiantly picked them up and dreifed them j and
while they were enjoying their unenvted fcait,

appeared to laugh at the Englilh, for their falti«

dious delicacy.

The fquadron received orders on the 7th, to rec-

tum to Chufan* harbour, and to wait for farther

lnftru6tions.

That attention to eftablifhed habits, which,
though inimical to improvement, is a fource of
peace, has prevented the Ohinefe from making
any alterations in their naval archite£ture for ages.

Their junks are built of l^ech wood and bamboo*
flat-bottomed, and of various iizes ; and nearly a
fourth part as broad ds they are long. On the
firft deck of the larger veflels, employed in ih6

navigation of rivers, is a range of apartments,

confif^ing of bed rooms, parlour, and kitchen.

The floor, from'one end of the junk to the other*

is full of hatches, which being lifted up by a
brafs ring, open a flowage below for immenfe
quantities of flores or goods. The windows are

formed of fmall fquares of tranfparent paprr : and
the faihes may be taken out on occalion for the
admiflion of air, A cblourcd curtain on the out*
flde extends the tt^hole length of the juiikj and
this it either furled or drawn, according to the
pleafure or convenience of the paflengen*

The main, deck is laid out into chambers for

the ufe of the crew. A gangway runs on both
iides the veflelf* fo as to render the apartments
private.

.><m/:^
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It is aftonilliing how little water thefc junks
draw. Some of two or three hundred tons may
be navigated with fafety on the mod flioally rivers,

IVIoll of them have only one mart, which, as well

as the rudder, is clumfy and inelegant.

A very wife precaution is ufed in the naviga-
tion of the rivers of China. No fooner docs it

become dark, but a lighted lamp is fufpended
from the maft's head, as a fignal of approach,

Thus the danger of veflels running foul of each
other is prevented. Befides, thefe lamps being
formed of tranfparent paper, infcribed with Chir-

Mefe characters, ferve to announce the name of the

junk, or the rank of its paflengers. Other lights

Jikewife are diftributed round the veflel at night.

During the day, filken flags are difplayed, which
being tlamped with letters, anfwer the purpofeof
notification, the fame as the lamps. Thefe lights

and flags have fometimes ,9 grand and a novel

cflea.

The mandarin and his fuite occupied five junks^

,

and took the lead of the proceflion. His excel-

lency the ambaflador, and the principal gentle-

men, had Ceyen junks for their accommpdation*
The foldiers, mechanics, and fervants, brought up
the rear.

Every thing being ready. Lord Macartney took
his leave of the principal mandarin at Mettow^
on the morning of the 8th ofAuguft; and having
received a vfery liberal fupply of provifions, tea,

fugar, vegetables, and fruit, together with a quan-
tity of wood and charcoal—for ipineral coaMs
uot known here, nor did we find it was ufed in

any part of this eiupipe—the embafljr proceede<4

np th-s river.

Words
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Words cannot cxprefs the effe^k the novel fcene

produced on our minds, as we palTed through a
country rich in the charms of nature and of art^

Cultivation every where feemed to have exhaufted

its diligent refourccs. The fields were enriched

with its toils, and prefented a view of various

crops, lis luxuriant as fancy can conceive. Abun*
dance ofiheep und the molt beautiful cattle were
feen gracing in the meadows.
The gardens, on the courfe of the dream, ap«

peared equally adapted for pleafure and utility

;

and however much Europeans may plume them«>

felv0s on their fuperior knowledge of agriculture,

gardening, and ornamental delign, the Chinefe,

in mod refpe^s, would bear away the palm.
Their tafte, to our eyes, may be lefs chaftej but
their diligence overcomes difficulties, which lA

mpft countries would appear infurmountable.

In this delightful voyage, the mandarin's guards
marched by day along the banks of the river, and
at night pitched their tents, where the junks lay

at anchor. Both the fronts of the huts on land,

and the veflTdso^ the water, were decorated with
lamps, ahd together formed an attractive fight.

The fentincls, who kept a regular watch dur*-

ing thl( night, were furniihed with a piece of
hollow bamboo, which theiy (Irike with a mallet

at regular intervals, to flgnify their Tigilance nnd
adivity. This cuftom, the payings, or foldiers,

informed us, was univerfally adopted by the Chi*
pefc army.
At an early hour nett morbing. the gongs gatd

the fignal for failing. Thefe inftruments are.

made of bra{%, foiiiething refembling the cover of
a large culinary veifel; and when firuck with a
litrge mallet, covered with leather, produce $,

found
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found that may be beard farther than the EiTro-

pean trumpet or bell, in the room of which they

are fubftituted.

With the ufual fupply of provlfions, for the

firfl time, we received a jar of the country wine.

It pofleflbs a good body j but the tafte is iliarp and
unpleafant. In colour it refembles Lijfbon wine.

Military honours are not unknown in China.

In pa fling fevefal populpus to\yns, wljere foldiers

were quartered, they were drawn up on the banks
to receive the ambaifador, while crowds of fpedla-

tois filled every acceflible fpot of view.

The uniform of a Chinefe foldier deferves de^

fcription. It confids of black nankeen trowfers«

over which a kind of cotton llockings are drawn.
Their ftioes, which are alfo made of cotton, are

extremely clumfy, broad at the toes, and furni(hed

with immoderately thick foles. From the top of
their trowfers is fufpended a purfe, for their mor
iiey. They have neither Ihirts nor waitlcoats,

but only a large black nankeen mantle with loofe

fleeves, turned up and fringed with red coloured

clbth of the fame fabric. A broad girdle confines

this loofe robe, ornamented in front with a kind

of plate, faid to be a compofition of rice. A pipe,

and h^g for tobacco, hangs from this cinCture

on one fide, and a fan on the other. Thefe apr

pendages, and a fupply of tobacco, arc allowed by
the emperor. They wear their fwords on the left

fide, with the point forwards. A bow is ^ung
under^the left arm, and a quiver on their backs

generally contains twelve arrows^ Many, how-
ever, carry firearms ; and though it is impc^flible

for the Chinefe to teach Europeans any improve-

ments in the arts of defirudion, in the caution

Ihey employ to prevent jiccidents with artillery

and
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The foldiers have a tuft of hair on the back of

their head, which is plaited down the back, and
tied at the extremity with a riband. The reft

they (have. They cover their heads with fhallow

ftrawhat?, bound under the chin, and decorated

with a red plume of camel's hair. According to

our ideas, little that looks like military, enters in-

to the compolition of a Chinefe foldier's drefs.

' Their colours are commonly of green (ilk, edg-
ed with red, and painted with chara6ters in gold.

Of thefe they employ a great number.
In failing up the river, we faw numbers of

ruftic 'habitations, chiefly conftnided of mud,
with fome few of ftone. The country women^
with the curiofity natural to their fex, advanced
to fee the proceflion. They feemed to walk with
difficulty; having their feet and ankles bound
with a red fillet, to confine their growth. Their
front hair is combed back on the crown of the

head; and clubbed, and decorated with artificial

flowers and filver pinsj the hind hair is then
brought upland fecured under tlie club. Except
in regard to the decorations of the head, and the

bandages on their feet, the drefs of the Chinefe
women differs little from that of the foldiers.

Our progrefs was by no means rapid 5 but w©
were every moment attracted by fome new obje^ts^

which prevented our wifli for greater expedition .-

In the Courfe of, one«iay's failing, which could not
exceed twenty-^nr miles, we paffed fuch an im-
menfe number of junks, and faw fuch crowds of
people, as would almoil exceed belief, did we at^

tempt calculation. Independent of the moving
fccne.
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fcene, the river itfelf, Ipacious and meanderthg*
^va8 a noble objed ; and the diverfity of its banks,

and the views which occaiionally opened over a

irich and varied country, would have! afibrded a
fcope to the tnofl glowing pencil.

For the firft timet we faw the plantations of the

tea-tree> on the loth. Thi« plant* fo injurious to

the con(litution, and fo captivating to the tafte»

which, from being originally ^'in u(eier»luxury,ba8

now become a hectHary in fo many countries, haa

been well defcribed by botaniDa, and a repetition

tere would be needlefs, Wc ihalli however, ob*

ferve that it is of a low fize^ with a narrow leaf,

fomewhat like myrtle* it tyas now the feafon

>ivhen the tea^tree was in bloflbm. The bloifohis

are picked when young, and n^ixedwith the tea,to

which they coniniunieatea more agreeable flavour*

Plentiful as tea appeals to be in this proi^%ce, it is

not withih the reach of the lower daQes^ as the

crew of the junks Were glild to receive our tea

leaves, which they dried and then boiledi to pro-

cure their favourite beVerage* Tea is univerfally

vfed in China without fugarj and as the natives,

particularly the lower orderS| frequently dry and
reboil the leaves for fome weeks fucccdively, they

unite economy with gratification) which would
be falutary, if copied in Europe.

On the morning of the 1 Ith, we approached the

city of Tyen-Sing. The banks of the river here

prefented fields of millet and rice. The number
of fpe6tatcrs that met us, both in vefTelt and by
land» exceeds all calculation. For nearly twomilea
we obferved a range of fait heaps, difpofed in co*

lunrns, and covered with matting; but whether
maav^C^ored on the fpot^ or for what purpofei

lucb
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The noife and fhoiits of an jnntimdrabte multi-
tude ofpepple attended our entrance into the citys

This is a very populous and extenfiv^ place. The
houfes are built of bricks and are in' general twd
ftories high* covered with tiltis ; but the want of
regulahrity offends the eye $ and the ftreets are fb

uncommonly narrow, that not more than two
perfons can walk abreaft.

\ Soon after our arrival, the ambaiTador, whd Wa9
received with military honours, Went ih ftdl foriii

to vifit the chief mandarin «
- His palace r»4afge

and lofty, palifadoed in front, gilt and painted iii^

very fanciful and CKpeniive form^ Even the tx-^

ternal wallsare decorated with pointings ; and the

roof is coated with a yellow yarniih of brilliant

tffe&. Here the ambalTsfdor and fuit^ psirtook of
a cold collation, at which all the dainties of. the
country Were colieded.

In honour of the diftinguiih6d viiiter, a Chinefe
play .was performed. The theatre is a fquare

wooden ilrudure, in the front of the mandarin^
palace. The fiage is furrounded with galleriesi

which were decorated with ribands and iilken

ihteamers.

The reprefentations confifted of warlike ma-^

nceuvres, varied byilightrof-hand deceptions, and
a difplay of perfonal agility^ in which the per-

formers acquitted themfelves with admirable

adroitnefs. A band of mulic, confifting of wind
inftruments, enHvened the fcene. The novelty'

of both pleafed the eye, rather than delighted the

car. The female characters were perfoririiJd by
eunuchs: the delicacy of the ^inefe would be

Vox.. IX, Z ihocked
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ihocked at. the pubHc exhibition of their wo^
men.
. When the ambaflfador and attendants returned

on board, fuph an immenfe number of people ac-

oonDpanied them^ in every kind of conveyance ca^'

pab^e 'Pf floating^ that accidents appeared inevit^r

^ble. We were witnefs to one, where part of the

dfeck of an old junk giving way, fronoi the cnor-:

inous preifure of fpd^atprs, couiigned feyeral per-

ions to a watery grave.

, Averyltberal fupply of provifionshad been fent

^.before we embarked, indeed, from the fuper-

abuadAnce> we entertained the crews who. navi-
gated the junks ; thus converting the liofpitality

of the country to the relief of the natives i for

which mark of attention tliey teliitied a due fenfe

of gratitude.. /
-^ A prefent^having beej) made of fomc parcel*

of (ilk by the mandarin, Tyen-Sing, to the embafr
iy, an otHcer, by the diredion oi^ the ambaflador,

dif^ributed them among his fuiie; but it not be-

ing poilible for every one to have an equal fliare,

;t was deternained, after two pieces were diftri-

buted to each of the gentlemen, the remainder

Should be difpofed of by drawing lots, by which
means every perfon, whether mechanic, iervauit,

tnutician, oi^ foldi$;r, had axi equal chancre.

The weather had been exx:ellively hot for fome
days ; and at ,an early hour on the morning of the

12th of Auguft, we were vifited by a molt tre-

mendous ftorm of thunder, lightning, and rain»

which is not unufual in this clinpte. <t

: It was found neceffary, during feveral hours?

this day» to employ men to tow the junks aloftg.

In: QU^9^ mml^ ^<}Uow.thi$ tal^rivus VQCatioo*

* •' - '*i ,.A . tk .. . . .. * 'to
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to which they are called, whew the wind or tide

•fails. A rope is fixed to the maft^and another to

the head of the junk. Tliefe are of a' length pro-

portionable to the breadth of the river, and are

tixedy one at each end, to a Hick of about thirty

inches long. This is thrown over the head and.

refts on the breaft,' forming a' kind of harnefs.

Every draughtfmaii is furnillled with a fimilar

apparatus, and when all are ready, the kade^
giVes.the fignal to advance. The towers a6b iii

c^oncert, and proceed with a mealured ftep, which
is regulated by a kind of mufical tone, conftantly

repeated. The fatigue thefeufeful drudges uii^

dergo would appear exccffive to any but the Chi-
nefej they wade through marihy banks, -and ftalk

through muddy foil, with a perfeverance thai

claims at bncei our pity^ and admiration.' '

'

'

Next day, when we received the ufu^l f^pply

of provifions,we fet about cooking-themourfdviBs)
bein^ perfeaiy difgufttd ii(^itft: Chinefe filthiriefs,

in regard to their victuals.' • "Withjref^eft tO;ricei

however, they doferve ther^ratfe of cleanlineiPt;

They waih it wcil ito cold waiter, hnd dr^1t< ' U
through a ficve, then throw>it<tntd boSling Wat!fer^

and when pulpy, take it outrmth'a ladle> and pu'i

it into another clean veflel, A^fctereiit ifSlRilflfered td
remain till it b>;coihe^ quite White and dry. ' • Iff

.

thisiforon-it is ufedibr bread. Ihdeed,"^^boiled rtcei

and fometimesmiUet* with vegetiiblesi fried in eil^

conditute the ufual food of the lower>ela^i Th@f
eat regtilarly cveify fbnrhtFurs of the day, and fel-

dom vary their hum^bleirepad.'' Their tables affe

about a fopt high i on>them a large VeiTel c^'ride

is placed ;9iid e«ch< peHbir, iitting on thw-flodr)

help& hii^fdf taa^nmlt-bskibil; r The vegetable^

are taken. 'up! with^ coiii^e^bltbhop-ftlc^si'tdltld

Z 2 . eatei)^n
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fgten.withihe Tice. On particular days a morfe

gp^i^I.diet is uied, Theulual beverage is a >^eak
infufion of tea.

"Amid the new and extraordinary things wliich,

in fiiph rapid fucceflion, caught the view, perhaps

ii^^ number of the inhabitants that every where
prefented themfclves, was the moft wonderful. «It

niay b? th<^ught to border on the marvellous, but
ItisflC certain fa6t that we could hot pafs fewer
thajH fouir thoufand junks in the courie of this

~ "W0 arrived at the cHf of Tong-tchew on the

16th afAngud^. and here pur voyage ended.

T^is place ijs diilant oiily twelve miles from Pc*

](in.. . JSxpe^ation was now roufed^ and fome de*

^ree Qf anxiety awakened. We found an inclo"

fure here, ptirpofely fcre6ted, for the latidin^ of

chejbKggagQ and prefebts. It occupied nearly the

fpacje'«f anf«€re^. .:(-??*^

,::A t,ttttpl<i was allotted for thie rcfideiice of the

'^Vfi^affyi duringi its ftay at this place vs^nd the

whpli^lftite, of eL^ryjdcfcriptioai received an inyi-

tatipn froft)! the grand. mandariin to partake of a

public bre^kfdit,' 'Which Was to; be provided next

ppriiirng. Accordingly, Lord Macartney and Sir

Gieprg^jSeaiintlon ^t otit intwo palanquins, and
19lere. efdofted to the temple by a party of Cbi-

j>^Ost ^oldi^r^. The break£sft was compofed of

yarif^u^ made diflies, mlsat, tea^ wines, fruity and

*] >j)very exdrtibri^wasrtniide to hind the baggage

ifld prefents ^ith fp^ed and iafetyj and fach

c^latiM Was dii()lay.edin.tliis fbrvice, that moii

of..it w4s lodged in tlie»idep6t before night. Two
iChinf^j^ .officers in^fbbd' every eaf<^ arid package

Atrfthfi^aiUi ^' ithdinc^ure,. of whjlch they ap-

4J-;*;a ^^1 peared
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peared to take a written acbount, and pafted

murks corresponding with tlieir minutes on dvcvjf

fcparate article. This.we umlerftooid,'wa»^doh«

with a ^iew of certifying.the emperor of! dll thafe

was brought into his dominions. . .«.. >m. u.,.: ^ v

The temple, as.it was called, appropriateid,£6t

the refidence of the embaiTy, thoughiinifa^ itwat
the l>al«ctation of a timber-merchaittj^hllred.bylh^

Chiuefe government for' this 'purp6ilf,> ia hbont ^
mile diftant from the cityi It is « nedt, low
b^uilding, of one ftory high}, and .cpnliftftrof rfeJVe-

i\\ courts, which were feverally occupied byithij

foldiers,, feivants, • ambaiiador jiidrfuite*^ iTka
foldiers court was jiea^t the entrance."beyond
this was, the ierv;ants, quarter,, ^oj>pg|fi3tieJ» wirich

is a fquarc; building, of ^ne. room, Ic^i^craltedjjUi

rdigiou^ wor.ihip. In the.middle of' this vAandl

an altar^ i^ppprting three pprQclaiUjw^nWaa
)arge a^ life,; and on each iide*are^candlefticki^

which are lighted whenever any perlbn is payiia^^

his devotion, and regularly :at;nwmao^«veii 36?
fore the images itand^ d pot, full Of duAj^jnto
which a ^numb^r of long $aat(^ie(^ ai^ A^ifift,

w^iich ?t;rf^ UH^wile ligj^ipd:jd)ftj?ing tbectdebration
of wprli^ip. The devotes, hdvliig fini'jftieii/Il^hfc

x:apdl<?s ai^4 th& matq^ies ^rj^rextingDiihed^ffndjiiil.

flttendant on tlir^.altajrjftrik^a'bsJUhiicewiihm
raallct. All periods prefent thenlknnciidelbcs
the imag:esk inclining f(|l;teir heaf^% tHrdb'-tiHUes,

with their hands clapfed, which, tthe^ltffrrovef

their heads as they rift>. Smb. istterfioiphsjceccf

mony of- the daily wi^riKipiof the Chinele^ihvtaf
riablyobfervedfrora thi$ hpHi^l^fti^
from the peafant to the emperor. This! wor^tp
obtains the appellation of Chin-chin-jofll# or the
;l£rvice ofGod. The meaneH hut has its altar and

Z*3
"

i»
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hsiimagb; nor is there a junk without thofe ap-

pendages. From the' number of images, in places

wheWthe rites of religion are regularly perform-
ed, and the ^beiiances' being thrice repeai'jd, may
•we not difcover a fymbollic acknowledgment of

the Chriftiatt Trinity ? Truth, though obfcured,

isaot qmte iol^iter^tetl, even in countries reputed

Pagan. We fee'faint traces of revelatioti in In-

ditL aiid in Ciiina> though wrapped up in the veil

of inyftery and allegory. ,

- Thecoiirt appropriated to the Ufe of the ambaf-
iador kiidfuite,"vvas handfomeand fpacious, deco-

sait^d withlampSt gildings, and other Chinefe em-
belli^hmentsr A hundred various diihes were
fecTied up atihis exGellei!iey*s table for dinner. A
•uifai)iter><3if • Chinefe crowded round, and Teemed
iiigblydiverted t;(rith the difplay of European man-
tier^,. ib-6pp6fite to,their bwn. Indeed Chinefe

^irdhtB were diftributed in the dilFereiit apart-

ments^ to be ready at any hour of the day, to fup-

ply the^embafiy with the variousi beverages of the

conintr^^ Thdfe^ Are chiefly tea, cold or warm.
,..Xht city of Tong-tcbew is dbout fix miles in

cirftiitiif(brencbj altaenoft fquarei fuirrbunded by a

Idghiwallt to which an esiternal ditch is added« in

lihd^moU acceflible fpots. It has thriee gates, each

jwetl ibrtitied^ and may/altogethter^ be (ionfidered

«t)4 ftr6ng plaee.' ' ^

.^ The faoufea are almoikuniverfany of wood, of

vmeftory high, pretty with exterior^ decorations in

tiu» Cfaineib ifylei; but^ioft of thicm are d^ditute

<if/iurmtare. ' The (hop is the principal room,

before this al^e high piltol-^^ fupporting tfri awn-

<|ir^pc(ivered with painting ^nd gilding, and deco-

rated*with ilreattiersi Thcfeftreamers indicate the

,vu i<5ji ccmmodiiiesi
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commodities to be fold ; and fometimes a wooden
figure is fuperadcied, to dire6t to the fpot«

In the form and fize of the houfes and (hops

there is very little variety j the fame plan prevails

throughout the city in almoft every refpeft. The
ftreets indeed are of different breaaths ; but all of
them have a pavement on each fide for the accom-
modation of foot pailengers.

As a fubftitute for glafs, a thin glazed paper 19

<iniverfally ufed in China ; however, fome of the

palaces of the higher clalTes are furnilhed with (ilk

to admit the light.

Tong-tchew feems to carry on a very extenfive

trade.. An immenfe number of junks refort to it.

The population is computed at nearly half a mil-

lion. •

The fummers in this climate are very hot ; but
the winters are in proportion fevere, as appears

by ice of vaft thicknefs being preferved to cool

the drink during the hot months. In China, ice

is efteemed a peculiar luxury.

The (hortnefs of our flay, and the ignorance of
the language, rendered it extremely difficult to

obtain any corre6k idea of the nature of the mu-
i)icipal government. It was, however, underilood
that civil caufes were decided by a bench of the

lp#er mandarins; but their judgment^was fubje6t

t6 the review of the principal mandarin, and even
an appeal lay from him to the vicert}y of the pro-

vincev

The ultimate fate of capital offenders depends
bn the emperor alone, but death is feldom indi6t-

M in China. Perfons far advanced in years, con-
fefled they had never feen or know^n a capital ex-
ecution take place in their province* The mild

manners.
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manners, the fober virtues, of the Chlnefe in ge-
neral, render punilhments neither frequent nor I'e-

vcre. An exad police, however, is kept up, and
delinquencies are expiated with promptitude and
unerring certainty, if detedled. Thus the hopes
of pardon does not infpire a vicious confidence j.

and the extreme difficulty ofpreventing dete6tion,

operates as a powerful diirualive from crime. The
Chinefe, however, feem to enjoy as much Jiberty

of atSlion as is reconcileable to the well-beinff; of
fociety ; and peace and contentment blefs their

lives. '

The curlofity of the people was very trouble-

fome during cAir excurfionjound the city. Wo
were frequently obliged to feek an afylum, in thj^

ihops till the gazing multitude had difperfed.

The feCond day after our arrival, the ordnance

and (lores were examined, and a trial made of the

gwm in the prefence of the ambaffador. They
"were found to anfwer perfectly well.

In the evening his excellency was vifited by the

chief man(iarin, accompanied by Vati-Tadge-In.

A band of muiic performed during his (lay, with
which the vifiters feemed vaftly pleafed.

We had hitherto efcaped without a death, orany
very ferious illnefs, in the embalfy fince we entered

China j but this evening we loft Mr. Eades, one
«f the mechanics, by a violent flux: To impreis

the natives with a favourable idea of the folemni-

ties of our funerals. Lord Macartney was pleafed

to dired that the deceafed lliould be interred with
military honours. In China, coffins are kept ready

made. They are chiefly of the fame iize for aU
grown perfons ; are ftrong and very heavy; in

thape fomewhat like a flat-bottomed boat. The
UJ U fccured witU a c^rd inftead of nails. Having

procured
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procured one of thefe receptacles of mortality, we
placed the corpfc in it with all poHible decency.

Next morning, orders were iflued for the troops

to appear with their lide-arms, except a fergeant

and lix privates, who were appointed to iirc a vol-

ley over the grave j and as there was no clergyman
attached to the embady, an attendant on his lord-

fhip was called on to officiate on thiit mournful
occaiioh.

The proceflion, having been previduily mar-*

{hailed, proceeded ilowly to the burying-ground,

about a quarter of a mile's diftance from the am*
baiTador's refidence. An immenfe concourfe of
fpe£tators were allured by the novelty of the fcene

to accompany us. Perhaps the moi\ fplendid ex-

hibition would npt have procured a larger alTem-

bly. The body was committed to the ground with
due folemnity ', and the proceflion returned in the

fame order as it went.

'

In this country we obferved that the graves

were very {hallow. They have memorials of

marblt; and ftone as with us> charged with infcrip-

tioDs. Some of the monuments here exhibited

traces of.no ordinary fculpture. This receptacle

of duft was of very confiderable extent, but with*
out walls. £ccept in the vicinity of large towns,
there are no public burial grounds : in the coun^
try, thedeceafed repofe within theprecinftswhbr^
they lived.

Several mandarins paid a vifitof refpe^ to the
ambaifador, and notified that the day following
was appointed for the embafly's departure to Pe<^

kin. '

At ar very early hour, on the morning of the
21ft of Auguft, the iignal was given by beat of
drum, to prepare for our defmrture. The- foldi^ri

were
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werefirft marched off, and then the fervants j for

both of whom covered waggons had been provid-

ed. The gentlemen of the I'uite followed in light

ca;rts, and Lord Macartney, Sir Grcorge Staunton^

and the interpreter, had eaqh a palanquin. In
^oint of equipage and appearance, this proceflion

was by nt> means equal to the diplomatic dignity

of a great and powerful nation.

After leaving Tong-tchew. we entered a line

champaign country, through which we travelled

on a road of uncommon breadth and beauty. A
foot pavement, about fix yards wide, occupied the

centre, and on each fide feveral carriages had room
to run abreaft. Roads of a fimilar defcription co'a-

du6t to the capital from the principal towns of the

empire j and thefe are kept in perfect repair by
labourers regularly difpoled, and conftantly en!i4

ployed. /
'>

We reached the town of Kiyeng-Foo by fevcn

in the morning. This is a . large and populous
place, and exhibits thq appearance of commercial:

opulence. As it was moll probably a matter of
general notoriety, when we were to enter Pekin»

the concourfe of people, who filled every acceflible

fpot of view, and even crowded on us, notwith-*

ftauding all the exertions of the mandarins, con-

lidcrably impeded our progrefs, and. exceeded

what we had hitherto fcen of Chinefe population.

Yet, to our mortification, we obferved, that our

iippearance e^fcited rather ridicule than refped

;

and burils of laughter accompanied every tranii^

cnt fight ofus ffom our humble vehicles.

\Ve (lopped nearly an hour at Kiyeng-Foo, and
received fome refreihments of meats, tea, and
fruits. Van-Tadge-In likewile ordered fome jor

9u« an .unpl;eaf4Ut Chinefe muG, to bie diiirlbuted

to

I (>•«• -
ds.
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to the attendants of the embafly. This he did

fiom the benevolent motive of enabling them to

refill the calls of appetite till another opportunity

offered of gratifying them, which at pret'ent could

not be afcertained. Of. the face of the country,

between this town and Pekin, it is impaflible to

fpeak. Myriads of people intercepted our view.

We palfed beneath feveral beautiful triumphal

arches, on entering the fuburbs of the metropo-

lis. The magnificence thc^ difplayed, ferved on-

ly for a contrail to the unavoidable meannefs of
pur appearance^

The houfes in the fuburbs are built ofwood, two
ftories high, varioulxy painted in front. The Ihops

make a very refpe6table appearance. The llreets

are fpacious; and on this occafion they were lin-

ed with foldiers, without whofe aHillauce it

would have been impolfible for the cavalcade to*

have advaniced* •

At two in the afternoon we reached the gates

of the imperial city of Pekin, or Pit-chin, as pro*

nounced by the natives. The Avails inclofe a cir-

cumference of twelve leagues. At ten every night

,

the gates are Ihut, and till dawn of day all com-
munication is fufpended between the city and
the fuburbs. During that; fpace, a fpecial order
from the principal mandarin of the city is ablb-

lately necelTary to procure ingrefs or egrels. . ,

The walls are of great height, and of malTy
thicknefs ; the foundation is of litonq, btttthe fu-

perllru6ture is, "wholly of briiCk. Outworks and

I

Batteries, at ihort intervals, increafc the llrength
cf the Mfalls, and forts.are very i'requcnt, but ex-,

cept at the gates, there are\ neither cautions iior

Ir- :ds, Hif imperial niflj«ily;§cocrally.reiidqa

here
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here from 06tober to April; and daring that

period, foidiers patrole the walls every night.

On the mod moderate coinputation, from thcf

fouth gate to the eaft gate is a Q>ace of ten miles.

This was our route through rekin ; and eveiy

Hep prefented fome new obje& to arreft our at-

tention. The ilreets are ^acious, clean, and
commodious, well paved^ and well regulated. An
exa^ police is kept up ^^ and as erery public

fundiooiary, from the higheft to the loweft^ is at-

tentive to the diicharge of his duty, order> neat-

nefs, and a£tivit^ are every where perceptible:

Large bodies of Icavengers are employed in fepa-

r^te diiiridts in removing every fpecies of filth

;

and aLJther dafs of men fprinkle the ftreets, to

^event the duft from incommoding paiTengers,

or injuring the gaudy wares and elegant manu-
fadures which every Ihop prefents for fale.

In the capital, and, indeed, in almoft every

town in China, the pride of arcbitedural ele-

gance and embellifhment feems to be chiefly dif-

played In the Aiops. The trad^meii wifely 2ay|

out the greateH expenoe in that apartment which
brings them in the moft profit j hence the {hops,|

in general, are magnificent, while their domefiic

accommodations are neither numeihous nor gn^nd.l

The houfes here are low, but highly ettibelliihedl

in frontr with galleries, paintings, and goldenl

charader3. Fine pillars are ereded at the doorsl

of the {hc^s, fupporting a ^s, which ifidicatesj

th^ name iind profetiiott- of ^ the mailer of the

hovffe. Thefe fiagB>wichthe interfftixtitrrof gild'j

ing, fculpture^ and valuable commodities, whicl

attrad the eye every moment, sive an idea o|

iplendori which.faoc}L cis^ fo^rfiiJy folarge.

Tli
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The butchers ihops appear to be fupplied with
excellent meat. On enceriiig one of thenij to

fatisfy our curiofity in regard to the pieces of

meat, and the mode of cutting it up, which laft

is nearly the fame as our own, we obferved an
earthen ftove with a gridiron. The butcher, con-

ih'uing our iigns into a want of meat, began cut-

ting off and broiling fmall flices^ which he con-

tinued to fupply us with till we were fatisfied.

perhaps, we might confume about a pound ; and>

9n producing a firing of caxee, the only coin al-

lowed to be current in China, he took off one
conderon, or ten, ,&s the price of his meat. In

this manner 1 faw numbers fearing on beef and
mutton.

^; In Pekin, as in every populous place in the

. world, numbers mull be engaged ick humble,
though ufeful, trades, in theftteets. Many thou-

iands here derive their livelihood from this fource.

Thefe itinerant tradefmen, acoordiug to the na-

ture of their bufinefs, either bear baikets over

their fhoulders, or carry a kind of pack. Street

barbers arc very numerous. Thefe carry with
tliem the implements of their trade, together

with a chair, a fmall dove, and a water bafon.

Their cuftomers lit down in the ftreet, where the

operation is performed with difpatch, and a mace
i» the general compliment to the operator. A
pair of large fieel tweezers, fnapped with force,

gives the iignal that the barber is at hand; and,

in a counti^^ where it is impoilible that any per-*

fon can entirely fhave himfej*', if he complies

with the eftablilhed mode, this niuft be a lucra*

tive trade.

Vol. IX. A a Street
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' Street au£lioneers, apparently poflefled of all

the low eloquence and the vociferous exertiofis

of that cfaft, prefent ihemlelves frequently on a
kind of platform.

The principal flreets being of enormous length,

are fubdivided by arched gateways, under each of
•which the name of the partial ftreet is written in

gilt characters. Thefe arches continually appear-

ing, ferve as central objects for the eye to repofe

en. The crofs llreets are terminated by fmiill

latticed gates, fhut during the night j -while Uie

princi^.^1 ones are inceflantly guarded by foldiers,

who are armed with fwords and whips, to quell

any difturbance, or to corre6i: flightefr irregulari-

ties.
.

' *

Palanquins are the fashionable vehicles of the

great, while covered carts, drawn by a horfe or

a mule; ferve for the inferior claffes.

An opinion has prevailed in Europe, that the

Ghinefe women live fecluded from vi'^w. The
fkft is otherwife :' they frequently prefent them--

felves from the galleries in front of their houfes ;

and amid the immenfe eoncourfe that were a f-

fembled to view our procellion, perhaps, there

were moni women in< proportion than we fhould

have feen in any principal town of Europe;

The females of PekiU) in general, >p«')flefs deii-'

cate features^ the eife6ts of wliicK they heighten^

by cofmietics. They alfd apfply vermilioi> to the

middle of their lips, whidi dertainly iis not in.

unattraAive addition to their beauty. "Theit'^

eyes are fmally but v^t^ expreflive}^and their

brilliance is contrafted by » peak of blttck velvet,'

. or (ilk, let with (lones, which depends from ib&
Jtjrehead to the infertion of the iiofe. Their

:.,, ;^ •
- - • feet . iA
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.feet appear to be of the natural fize. In faft,

the women feem to enjoy as much liberty as is

confiilent with the delicacy of the fex ; nor is

iealoufy, as far as we could judge, a predominant
paiiion among the men. On obferving a crowd
of \romeU) we addreflfed them with the word
chou-au, or beautiful, on which they gathered

round us with an air of modeft politenefs, ex-

amined the make and texture of our clothes, and
appeared to be vaftly entertained. They did not

decline a gentle ihake of the hand, on one of our
party taking leave ; nor did the men, who were
prefcnt, feem diflfatisfieid with our attention, or

their condeijpenfion.

In our way through the city, we met a funeral

proceffion. The coffin was covered by £i rich

canopy, with (ilk curtains, highly ornamented^
and hung with efcutcheons. It was placed on a
large bier, and had a great number of men to

fupport it, who advanced with a flow and folema
ftep. A band of mulic followed, playing a kind
of dirge

J
and after them came the friends and

relations of the deceafed> in drefles of black and
white.

Pafling the eaflern fuburbs, we again entered a
rich and beautiful country, and foon arrived at

Yeuroenmanyeumen,i one of the emperor's pa»

Jac^pSjidiftant about five miles from the city. Here
we. found rather a fcanty atid indifferent refrefli-

roent j but being much fiitigued, the idea of reft

IBras purrno(! acceptable gratification.

/TMs palace is low, both in Situation and build-

ing. We entered it by a common Hone gateway,
guarded by foldiers j beyond this is a kind of pa-

jade# m the centre of M^hich is a fmall.lodge for

. ii A a 2 the
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•l

the accommodation of the mandarins in ^raiting.

The body of the palace is divided into two fquarfe

courts, equally dettitute of elegance and conveni-
ence j the windows of the apartments are form-
ed of lattice, covered with glazed and painted

paper; and throughout the whole range there

was no other furniture than a few ordinary tables

and chairs. Not a bed or bedftead was any-

where to be feen. Indeedi the natives ileep oft

a kind of matrefs, and cover themfclves with *
culhion of ftufFed and tjuilted cotton. They un-
drefs only partially, when they retire to reft, and
increafe the number of their coverings according

to the feverity of the feafon. Inftead of bed-

heads, they ufe a large wooden bench, raifed about
two feet from the ground, and bottomed with
bamboos or wicker work. On one of thefe fe^

veral perfons may fpread their niatrefles.

Every thing about this rfefidencfe evinced that

it had been long deferted or negleded j and, in-

deed, a more unpromifing (ittiation for a royal

rcfidence could no where be found. It wis na^

turally fwampy, and two ponds of ftignant watet

communicated their mephitic oddurs to everjr

apartment. Some fmall grafs fields belong to

the place ; but thefe too were an exception to

the general cultivated appearance of the country.

In mort, centipedes, fcorpions, and niofquitoes*

infefted every part of this palace j and for fuch

Jnhabitanls it was folely adapted.

Yet, diCagreeable as the internal ftate <Jf oar

rcfidence was, we were put off from all external

communication. Soldiers and mandarins guard*

ed every r venue ; and the embafly could be con-

fidered in no other light than as pri Concurs of l^ste^

Hit
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H« excellency, the anibalVador, jnftly conceiv-

ing a difgull at a iitivation lb unfavourable to

health or accommodation, as well as dtrcgatory

to his peribnal dignity and the honour of his

country, made a fenous remonftrance on the oc-

cafion. His application was^ at laft, prodii6tivc

of a changeiof reiidence; it was not, however,

till the 2(ith, that we were fuft'ered to quit this

dreary abode.

During this interval, feveral unpleafant alter-f

cations took place between the members of the

cmbaiTy and the foldiers on guard. I'he former

could ill brook the difgracefol reftraints laid on
them by coiifinement wiUiin the M'alls of their

prifon J and the latter pertinacioully oppofed
every attempt at greater liberty.

Sq much pleafure did every perfon attached to

the embaffy feel, at the profpe6t of leaving this

wretched place, that every necelliiry preparation

was matle for the purpofe in the iliortell pofiible

fpace of time. Some of -the prefents, and the'

jDore delicate articles of art or manufacture,

were left here, left they ihould be injured by
frequent removal.

The proceflion fet out on its return to Pekin,

with the fame accommodatioixs as it came j and
the arrangements having been made more per-

fe^ly than before, we arrived, without any acci-

dent or confufton, at the north gate of Pekiii

about one in the afternoon of tlie 26th of Auguft.
This was the counter-gate to v/hat we had en-

tered in our former proceflion through Pekin,
aild prefented new views of llreets and buildings,

A pagoda attracted pur notice in our progref?,

being the jirll we had found an opportunity of

obferving. It ftands in the centre of a beautiful

Aa^ garden^
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garden ; is fquare, (lone built, and gradually di-

miniihes from the bottom till it terminates in «
fphere. It rife^ to the height of feven ftories,

and has a gallery near the top, encompalTed by ft

rail.

•As it is probable our return was unexpe6ted,

we paffed with facility through the ftreets, and
foOn arrived at a princely palace, belonging to

the Viceroy of Canton, who, *
t feems, was a ftatc

prifoner here for fome mifcondud in office. Thia
palace confids of twelve large and (ix fmaller

courts : it is built of a grey-coloured brick, of
mod elegant workmanfliip, but, except two de-

tached edifices, which were occupied by Lord
Macartney and the fecretary to the embalfy, th6

palace was only one ftory high, though this wa«
of unufual elevation. Every thing without an

i

within convinced us we now lodged in a palace

:

the embellilhinents were in the firft flyle of Chi-
nefetafte; and in regard to the beaut;^ of co-

lours and the brilliant effect of houfe painting*

no nation can enter into competition with this*

The glofly efFeft of japan is every where percep-

tible, without the intervention of varnilhj for

we were convinced, i.hat the beauty produced
arofe from fome ingredients in the original coni-

polition.

The apartments were very fpacious, and hung
with the moft elegant paper, enriched with gild-

ing. Lord Macartney's refidence was fihgularly

fuperb, and, moreover, had ah elegant private

theatre belonging to itj and, in a word, al!

ranks and defcriptions were accommodated in a

iiyle that gave fatisfadion, and deferved acknow-
ledgment. Here, however, the furniture was
.^eiiher valuable nor in any quantity. Chairs

and
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Shd tables, a few platforms, covered with bam-
boo matting and carpets, were the only move-
ables in a palace, whofe decorations, both exter*

nal and internal, would not have difgraced the
reiidence of the emperor himfelf.

Under the floor, in each of the principal apart-

ments, M a ftove, with a circular lube, which con-»

vcys warm air to every part of the room above.

"Wc faw no chimnies in this country j and un-
derftood that ftoves, fupplied with charcoal, were
the vniverfHl cuftom.

The fupplies for the table were in the bed ftyle

of Chinefe living j which confifts more of ftews

and haihes than folid joints. In this refpeft,

however, we had lo reafon to complain 5 but the

fame vigilance was employed to keep iis within
the limits of our refidence sis ever j and on no

,

]>retence could we pafs the gates, or even fcale

the walls, which were (ionftantly guarded by a
tnilitary force.

We were told that the palace in which we
were confined, was built by the Viceroy of Can-
ton, chiefly frorti the fruits of Jiis exadtions on
the Englifli, during his continuance in oflice, at

theexpence of near one hundred thoufand pounds
llerling.

Though we wi(bed that our cohtinuiince in

this place might be of no long duration, as it was
Impoflible to make any progrefs in the grand ob-

jcft of our miflion, till we had an interview with
the emperor, yet every arrangement was made to

add -to the dignity of the embafly, or promote its

convenience. Having fettled this bufinefs, we
waited with anxious expc6tation the return of a

tnandarin, who had been difpatched to learn his

ioiperial majefty's plcafure, whether we fliould

proceed
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proceed to Tartary, where he was then refidiept^

or wait till the period of his ufual return to Pekin.

] On the morning of the 28th of Augufi, the

conducing mandarin came to acquaint the am-
baffddor, that it was his imperial majef^y's plear

fqre to. receive him in Tartary.

A new arrangement imniedi^tely took place.

The principle gentlemep belonging tp the em-
baiiy w6re telexed to accompany, his excellency

into Tartary } feveral of the fcientific gentlemen*

mechanics, and lick, were to remain in charge of

the baggage, and prefents.

The guards, mui^cians, and {ervants, received

orders to holdthemfelves In readinefs, with Qnly

indifpenfable neceiraries; and even the gentle-

men of the fuite vrere to be as little encumbered
9s poffiblc. They were to carry with them only

the uniform of the embaily, and a common fuit

of clothes : the muficlans and fervants were to

be drefled oUl in a fuit of ftate liveries, which,

9n being unpacked, it was ,ey^ept that this was
hot their idru appearaqce^ in^ public. But whe-
ther they yirtvt- of diplomatic .origin, or derived

their exigence froiifi a meaner ,^ufe, is of little

importance to'thp reader. With thefc habiHf
ments/fuch^s they were, every man fitted him-

felf out in, the beft jnapnerrh^ could,, though

there was a general want of^qUable fnaall qlpthes;

and had the '^':lrty appeared as ridi<cu)bus to the

Chineire ais ¥hey did to one another, they might
have fuppofed we wiOiect to. acquire money by aa
inhibition, hot to add dignity to an embai|^i«

The ambaiTadbr and Sir George Staunton were

to travel in an old chaife belonging to theiatter*

which, on be^ng .unpacked, had none of that

gaudy appearance whigh diftinguilhed th^ worku

1
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4if art in this countr}* ; and feme of the natives

did not hefitate to exprefs their difapprobatioo of

its external appearance. , • ^^ ,,^

Such of the fuite as preferred riding on horfe-

back were to be accommodated, on giving in thtir

names; and carts were to be provided far the

reft.

The baggage and prefent's, whidh were to ac-

company us, having been previoufly fent off, the

ambaffador*s carriage, was to be driven by a cor-

J)oral of infantry, who fortunately had 6nce been
a poftillion, and a light horfeman, who was to a^
as his affiftant. A man who has learned two
trades is frequently nfeful to himfelfand to others:

this humble corporal was the only man who could

have headed the ambaifador. He and his ailill*

ont were permitted to exercife the horfes in the

ichaife for a fliort time through the ftreets of Pe-

kin. Under a giiard of matidarihb find fdldiers)

and fttch crowds aifembled to fee this' Extraordi-

nary fj^e^acle, that authority w^s abfolutely ne-

cefTary to rettrain the impertinent trefpa^Tes of
CUrioiity.

,
/ ,

"
> A nurtiber of horfes having been already

Inrottglit tn the palace, and tlie riders having made
B fele6tIon, very early in the morning of Septem-
ber 2d, we began our march ; but meeting with
frequent interniption» it was fome time before we
jbduld pa fs the city gate. This being effeded, we
foofi dfdve thrbngh the fuburbs, and etitered a rich

jiad beanttful country by a roadof gfedt width*

but without any central pavement. After travel-

ling itbout iix miles* we reached the village of
Chtn-gihe^ where we were allowed our morning
refreihroents. In our route we palfed ^ great

number ofpopulous villages^ and took up our firit

*% night's
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2iight*s lodging at one of the emp^ror^s palaces^

liamed Nanffaighee. i

Our benevolent conduftor, Van-Tadge-Ih,
feenied to redouble his activity as we approached
the imperial prefence. We were now furniihed

every day with the bed accommodations, and re-

ceived an allowance of famtchoo and Ohinefe
wine ; the former is a fpirit diililled from rice

and millet, and may deferve the a|)peUation of
Chinefe gin.

From Pekin i^ Jehol, whither i*e were bound,
Uie diftance is one hundred and fixty niUes, which
was divided into feven days joUmies, that we
might have the advantage ofileeping in an impe^
rial refidence every night. This flattering mark
of diftinfUon, is the higheft, it feems, that can be
paid ; and is never conferred even on the tirft man-
darins. The palace where we paifed the Arft

night had but little tq demand attention, either ia

its external appearance or its internal decorations.

It was environed by a fpacipus garden; but to this

we were denied accefs.

We refuihed our journey at four next momingt
and took. our ^rl^ refremment at ,the towrx of
Wheazon, a place of fome confequ^nce. FroDl

thence we proceeded through dudy roads, beneath

a burning fun, till we reached the palace of Chan*
Chin, where we halted for the night. This is a
fpacious ftrudure, covering a great extent of
ground^ apd is adorned with gardens and planta*

tioQs. The furrounding country is inclofed ; and
ill point of fertility is equal to anr we had feen.

It fed immenfe herds of cattle. The iheep herift

are fmall, but very fat; thev have a thick ihorfc

tailj Weighing feveral pounas,

'

. .
'

Am
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A« we proceeded on our journey the next morn-
ing, the didant country aifumed a mountainous

afped; fertility was fentibly diminithed, and the

'villages became more thin. About noon we faw
the city ofCaangchumfoa. It feems to be a large

place, and is walled in the nianner ofPekin.

We met nothing worth remark in this day's

march, except about two hundred .camels and
dromedaries, carrying wood and charcoal, entirely-

under the dire^ion of one man. The docility of
thefe aninkals, ahd^their various nfeful qualities ar^
too well known to be enumerated.

The palace ofCaungchumfoa received us at an.

early houf of the afternoon, after the moft fa-

tiguibg and difagreeable journey we had hitherto

experienced. The palace itfelf has little to dif-

tinguifli it from thole we alrrady occupied, and"

the treatment whiqh the ambaifador and his at-

tendants received, correfponded in every refpeft

with what they had experienced beforci in tndr
journey to and from Pekin.

Very early the next morning we were fum-
mdned together, and foon after departed.

The roads now became indifferent, and the

country difplayed a mountainous appearance.

At a fmall diftance from Waung-chanyeng, we

'

pafled a prodigious arch, which united two hills,*

with a parapet of maify ftrength on both fides.

The farther hill is clowned with a fort, wbofe
ramparts dretch to a very great diftance. Beneath
this fort is a ponderous arch-way, condu6tih^'

down the hill, fo deep as to render travelling

dangerous. In a romantic valley, at the bottom,
appears the town of Waung-chanyeng. ' It i» ir-

regularly built, about a mile in length, and dif-

plays a considerable fhare of commerce and opu-
'•'

I lence*
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lence. At the extremity of this town> a^terofio*

xary triomphal arch was erected to the honour of
tjie embafly, finely ornamented with iilk ftreamers.

Here the ambaifador received a falute from fooie

cans, and paifed between a double line of fol-

diers, whq difplayed a martial appearance and
military parade, beyond what we had hitherto wit-

x^eiied in China. Tl)ey were regularly 4rawo up
iii companies; and each regiment- was diftin-

guiihed by a different drefs. They aUworea
kind of coat of m^'il:, and h^d tlxeir liisad and
ihoulders covered with ileel helmets. Their ar-*

mour was Riatchlock^}, fabres, fpears* lances, and
bows apd arro,vvs, together with fome weapons of
which we knew not the appropriate name. AK
moil every diviiion varied in its armour as weUas
its drefs. i

'

We now approagbed one of the wonders of the
world, tlie wall that feparates China from Tar<p>

tary, the mod (lupendous work ever pl^uced by
man. In the vicinity are cantonments for an
army of coniiderable magnitude} at the ej^tremity

of which is a malTy gatevyay ofAoACj defended by
three iron doors^ which guard the pafs between

, countries formerly dillin£t. This wall, the prlda

of human labour, is fuppofed to .be Upwards of

twcly^ hundred miles in lengthr^its height varies^

according to the drcumitanccs of the furface.

Wjiiere one pf u^ contrived tp get tb the top, it

was upwards^ of thirty feet high, and £^bout twen-

ty -fo^r bro^d. The foundation is lai^ on large

fquare ,0ones; the ,fuperiiru^ure is Isrick; the

centre ip a kin^ of mortar, covered with flag-

donies. A parapet of no ordinaiiyjbrength ru&f

on cacl^ ficie of an embattled wall.

:M<i t> i V'L" •

¥
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If we confider that thii iromenfe fabric croifcs

t^e wideft rivers, on arches of proportionate lize,

0^^ in the fame form conne£ts mountains together^

ocpafionall/ afcending the higheft hills» or de-.

fc^nding into the deeped vales, the mod active

powers of inu^gination will be required to realize

this effort of man ! I<i every fituation, however,

the paflage along it is eafy and uninterrupted

;

and it ferves as a niilitary way from one extre-

mity of the kingdom to the other. At proper in-

tervals there ^re i|rong towers placed,. -from
whence iignalsf are repeated, and any alarm may
be communicated to the molt dlftap^ parts of the

empire, with the es^peditlon of the telegraph.

From th(B beft accounts we could receive, this

wall has been built full two thoufand years; nor

can its traces be removed but with the confum-
ma[tion of all things.

The CQuptry ou ^e o^her iide aifume^ a new
appearapcej^ven the climate was changed. In*

ft6adpf€i:|liivatedclisuEnpaign,theabodesofwealth,

and thQ bq(Ue,of comoQerce, we ^ow encountered

barren wafie^, w^re ah has not yet dirplaye,d

hfiV magic ppwers. However, the lover of nature
wojqild pri^r this fcepe. ' ^Tlte grand, the fub-

linie« *m fiUf (li^eir pi^urefque forms, enchanted

the eyes... J..i )r:...

Abom fcv^ftliftU^p frpna thct gi;cat wsjU, w:c

c^e do a mountain, which exhibited an addi-

tLpfl^l proof q| ithe ind^falig^blc lal^p^r^ of tij^

Qhifieie, tii work$ ipf fliblic iitility. A road,

tfeif^y ^t wide, is cwjt through tl^e foffd rook

;

andido>ie^i\.tbe declivity, |t is Cunk no lefs than
a biij^jdr^dfofM^^fr^ga^ibf ..(^l^l9it of the :moun-
tain. Yet ftiU the afcent has a trciroencious ap-

IX. fi b pearan^e;
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pearance; and without this vaft labour^ it could
not have been furmounted by man.
At a moderate dillance, on the other lide of

this deep mountain, (lands the palace ofChaung-
Shanuve. It confifls, like the reft^ of a number
of courts, furrounded by a high wall. In the

palaces, at leaft in this countnr, pi^urefqa«
beauty is either unknown or difregarded. No
dillant profpefts glad the eye: nature, though
frequently enchanting; is excluded from the fight.

Here a confiderable number of the emperor'^

ladies are lodged, guarded by eunuchs. Our
apartnAents of courfe were diftind; but we faw
feyeral of them peeping over the partition that

feparated their apartments from ours* A few
trufty mandarins have the fuperintendence of this

feraglio. Extehfive gi»rdens environ the i})ot*

From Chaung-Shauuve the road takes the cha-

rafter of the cotmtry, Vlikh was' tvery wh^re
broken and mountainous. Yet fieri^ its it now
appeared, this evidently did not proceed frem any
want of aaivity In the native Evtfry'fpot cAj^tt-

ble of cultivation ivas coX'wed with tewr-n j and in

one plage we faw feveral patches of tillpgi^:Where
the declivity feemed to be Wholly Hfttteoeflifete.

'

This eicifcMbiir idttiiratlSlk? ^at^j^dg* dttr Ibf-^

prife, when we obferved a peafant labouring on ^

one of thfeni; vt^here w<S al Iril doiftl^lW^ dMiCfeivte

how he^was capable of (landing; Thfte poor xttBtti'

whoft hut was crcafcd At'thb1k)ttdm tof tftc pi-^-

cipice, let himfelfddwn firoitt itS'4elp by' il cor^

tied tBunii' his i^dle. I)fep<6ftding im Yh^ (liien^h

of this^^ic li^Vi^d fot hi^ daily f^irb/ amid tm-'
tihual daii^ieifi^kii<>{^^^<^

«fdr^fbJ\i«fc«^' - -•'
'^ ''• - -'>*-^

av-tsti.j^i
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. . The wife policy of tlie Chinefe government is

in nothing more perceptible,thah in its receiving

the greated part of the taxes, necelTarily impofed,

in the produce of the country. This fenxs as a

four to the exertions of both body and mind'.'

The landlord alfo is paid his rent in tlie produce

of his faribs ; and the farmer again pays his la-

bourers by an allotment of fmall portions of land,

from whence induilry, with a little occaiional

encouragement, may derive a comfortable fubiiil-

ence. The only real wealth ofnations is agricul-

ture,-which is here perfe6tly underitood. . . A re-

gular chain is eUabliHied between all ranks for

its encouragement 5 and the artificial and unna*
tural medium of money, the fource of wretched-
nefs and ofcrimes, is only employed as the cement^
not as the materials, pf the building.

. Being now near the termination of our journey,
the ambaflador gave orders to praftife the pro-

cefiion and ceremonies with which we were to

appear before the imperial court. His^xcellency
was pleafed to approve of the rehearfal; during
the performance of which, the band played the
favourite march, known by the appellation of tl^e

Puke of York's.

On the nejtt morning, being the 7tli of Sep-
tember, we continued our route over a hilly

country, where the air was piercingly cold. W^
pafifed feveral well'peopled villages i but neither

the country nor the people wero the fame, as on
the other fideof the (Chinefe wall.

. Early in the afternoon we reached the palace pf
Callachotrefhangfu, in extent and form equal to

any we had lately feen ; but we found it tenanted

x>nly by fquirrels, which bounded ^ound the courts

Idnd l)4unted the apartil^ents.

Bb» NcM
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Next morninff we arrived at one of the empe.«
ror\s pagodas, wliere we found an abundant fup-
ply of proviiions. Here we rtade a Ihort ftay, to
arrange our drefs and equipnge.

Next we came to the villaKe of Quoangcbo,
within a mile of Jehol, the imperial refidenct.

Here we were marfhalled, and proceeded amid ait

Immenfe concourfe of fpe£tators, with all the pa^
rade that circumilances would allow. The lol-

diers of the royal artillery led the way—-the light-

horfe and infantry fucceeded—ambaflador's fer-

i
vants two aild two-<-couriers—mechanics two and
two—muficians two and two—the gentlemen of
the fuite two and two-~Sir Georee Staunton, ^n a
palanquin—the ambaifador and Mr. Stannton
clofed the cavalcade in the poft-chaife, behind
which iiood a black boy in a turban.

The military made a itioft refpe6iable (how^
and the gentlemen of the fuite, it may be reafon-

ably fuppofed were n6t forgetful of their dignity;

and drove to fupport it by every external difplay j

but the genera}it)r were a motly group, without
even the advaiitage bf a tolerable uniformity in

drefs or appearance. The Chhiefe mieht pofli*

bly.be amufed by the novelty of the fcene, but
tliey could not be impiefied with rts grandeur.

Proceeding with a flow pace, In this ftate wc
reached Jehol about ten in the morning, and
drew op before the palace provided for the reWp-
tlon of the ertibaffy. The Britiili militarj' formed
a line for the ambaifador as he paiTed } but not h

mandarin was in waitii^g to receive him; and we
took poiTeflion of the palace without the welcoine

of an addrefs.

ThB palace we now inhabited is fltuated on th6

declivity of a hill. We entered it by a woodeii
" ' *

.

""^ gatewayj
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gateway, which con4u6U to a large court. Each
ude of this court has a long gallery, fupportcd by
wooden pillars, and roofed with black glofly tiles,

That on the left was converted into a kitchen^ the

other ferved for the foldiers to exercife in. At
the upper end was another gallery of more ele-

gance, from which a door opens into a fartheir

court, the principal apartments of which were ap-

propriated for the ufe of the ambaifador and Sir

George Staunton* the reft for the military gentle-

men attached to them : a third court was occupied

by the gentlemen of the fuite, the romikians^ ier-

vants, and mechanics. The whole fabric is fur-

rounded by a high wall ; but owing to the decli'*

yity of the fituation^ the view was not wholly
confined.

Such was ourfituation at Jehol; we had plenty

within qur walls, but no one had liberty ofegrefs.

The fecond day ^fter our arrival, the ambaifa-

dor received a vifit from a mandarin, with a nu-
merous retinup. He remained nearly an hour in

conference with his excellency and Sir George
Staunton. During his ilay, his attendants amufed
themfelves in examining the drefs of the £ngli(h
fervantsj and on robbing the lace on their clothes

with a llonej toafcertain its quality, fmiled when
|hey found it lefs valuable than brilliant.

What paflecj at tbi^ conference could not be
generally kppwn) but a fpirit of conje^ure was
conjured up among the attendants on the embafly,

and the prefages they foruied were by no ineans

favourable.

Inilead of that profuflon which had, hitherto
prowned our board, the lower clafles in the em-
baify found fcarcely enough at dinner this day to

fatisi^ o^e jialf of them. They had, however,

Ifba l)een
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been prfcvioufly inllru£ted, that if their provifiontf

fliould be defective in quantity or in quality, they
were to intitnate the grievance to his excellency

alone, itid leave theiti untouched. An Knglitli-

tnan tannot eaiily be reconciled to confincroent^

and miidh lefd to famine. We could perceive

fomethinff, too> of a meditated difrefped, and of
courfe felt fome alarm. According to our in-

ilru6Uons> tht meat was left untouched k but his

excellency having remonHrated to the mandarin,
by means of his interpreter, in a few minutes
every table Mras ferved with hot diihes, in the
ufual variety and proiiilidn. Why this enter-

tainment, which mull have been nearly ready>

was thus withheld, and fo fpeedily produced, ferv-

ed as an enigma to exerclfe our ingenuity, but
which we could never folve.

Next day, the prefents brought from Pekin
were unpacked; they confided of a great number
of pieces of coarfe cloth, principally black and
blue, two telefcopes, two air-guns, two richly

mounted fowling-pieces, two pair of faddle piftols,

two boxes of Iriih tabbinets^ two large boxes of
Britifh carpeting, and two mod elegant faddles

with furniture complete. Sentinels were placed

to guard thefe fpecimens of Britiih art and manu«
fndure, till the itnperial pleafure rei'pe£ting them
iliould be known, which was' afterwards notified

by the atlfendant mandarin, with as much civility

as could be expeded from the fuppofed greatnefi

of his office. .

A mandarin of the firft order, on the 12th of
September, came to acquaint the ambaflador, that

his imperial majefty would give him an audience
on the 14th. This intelligence diffufed hope and
fpirits through the whole embaflV.
r Ordera
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Orders

Orders were iflfued that the fuite fliould be
ready on the morning of the day appointed, to

accompany his excellency to the imperial palace.

The attendants were to appear in their belt live-

ries; and the foldiers, and fervants, after having

efcorted the ambalTador, were to return immedi*
ately to their quarters; his excellency informing

them, that he had reafon to hope the redridions

impofed on them, which were fo irkfome to all,

would in a few days be removed, by his endea*

vours.

His excellency was fplendidly drelTed, in mul-
berry velvet, with bis diamond ihr and riband,

and over the whole he wore the full habit of th^
order of the Bath. Sir George Staunton Was in a
full court drefs, over which he wore the gown and
hood of a doabrof laws, with the academical cap.

From the darknefs of the morning, a confider-

able cohfulion arofe in the intended order of the
cavalcade; but as parade is ufelefs when no ono
can fee it, the failure was oflittle confequence.

As early as five in the morning, the ambaifador
alighted from his palanquin, amid an immenfe
number of the populace. Sir Greorge and Mr.
Staunton fupported his train.

In our return, being now day light, we had
a view of the city. It is large and populous; but
very irregularly built. The hoitfes are low, and
chiefly ot wood. Except in the quarter contigu-
ous to the imperial palace, none of the ftreets ato
paved.

The principal fupport of this place fee'ms to

be iierived from the dnperor*s partiality for it.

No river conneas it with remote fituations j the
fplendid expence of a^ court, however, renders it

rich and bufy. The furroundin^country, though
not
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not comparable to China, is in the bcft ftate of
Tartary cultivation. .

'

His excellency's vifit, being merely a matter
of forrti and prefentation, did not engage him
long. He returned before noon. The emperor]|

it is faid, received the credentials with all the
dignity ofform. He appeared to be vaftly flriick

with the manners and abilities of Mr. Saunton,
to whom he prefentedj with his own hands, a

beautiful fan, and fome embroidered purfes.

Soon after the ambafladors return, a number
pf valuable prefents were received from court,

confining of velvets, iilks, and purfes, and fome
of the fineft tea of the country, made up into fo-

lid cakes of about tiye ppunds each. li^xcept fuch
^s were addrefled for their Britannic Majefties,

thefe prefents were proportionably divided among
the gentlemen of the fuite.

Next morning, the ambaflador, attended only

by his fuite, paid a fecond vifit to the emperor,

in order, as we underftood, to attempt to opei;

the wiihed-for negotiation. On this occ$fion he
flopped feyeral hours, The interpreter gj^vp s^

very favourable repprt of the afpe£t of the nego-

tiation, as far as it ha(J advanced ; andourhopesj

for it? fuccefs feemed to derive fome confirma-

tjon from a fecond cargo qf prefents, confifting

of filks as before, Chinefe laipps, apd valuably

porcelain ; to tliefe were added a number of pali--

baili boxes of the mo ft exquifite fabric. A diftri^

biition was mjide as before ; and mirth and fefti?

vvity, arifing frqm fanguine hopes fif fuccefs,

crowned the evening of the day.

Several mandarins vifited the ambafifador on
the l6th of September, and invited him and
the whole embafly to attend the anniverfary of

the
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tfjc crrtpcror*s birth-day at court on the morrow.
Accordingly his excellency fet out very early

in the morning, and the whole cavalcade reach-

ed the imperial palace about four o'clock. This pa-»

lace commands an elevated fituatlon and exteniive

views : it contains a numerous range of courts,

none ofwhich, however, appear very magnificent>

though fome of them arc highly decorated with
painting and gilding. The gardens fiirround it

for fevefal miles j thefe are bounded by a wall

thirty feet high. In the front of the palace is i
fine lawn, with a lake in the centre.

When the emperor approached, the mandarins
in waiting proftrated themfelves, or it would have
beenimpombleto havediftirtguiihed his palanquin

from one of theirs. No external pomp or badge*

of dignity marked his drefs or equipage. It is af

favourite maxim of his government, to check fu-

perfluous expence, and to encourage frugality and
induftry in every department of his government.
Actuated by the fame wife and patriotic princi-*

pie, he has forbidden any public rejoicings on his

birth-day, in this lefs flourifliing part of his em-
pire ; but fuch unfeigned homage is paid to hi^

dignified and amiable chara6ter, that except in h^
immediate prefence, and under his perfonal view,

all ranks and defcriptions of men, throughout hii

extenfive dominions, give a loofe to joy-on this

aufpicious day. He had now completed tho
eighty-fifth year of his age, and the fifty-feventh

of his reign. In the palanquin we could only ob-

ferve his countenance, which was animated, and
little expreflive of his advanced years ; his eyes

were dark and piercing ; and his whole air bord
the imprelTion of the confcious dignity of virtue;

rather than of rank and Hate,

Qur
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Our return was. followed by a repetition of this

fame kind of prefents^ varied in pattern and co-

lour. A profufion of fruits and confectionary

accompanied thofe exprellions of imperial muni*
ficence.. In the confectionary art, the Chinefe
feem capable of giving a lelTon to the moft emi**

nent in that line among the Europeans,
; y,

Next day the ambaflador went in a more pji-

vate manner to have an audience of leavC) as the

court was foon to return to Pekin. At the fame
tiiQC he tranfaCted certain official bufinefs, the

refult of which was generally fpokeu of among
the fuite in the following terms

That the emperor declined entering into any
written treaty with Great BritJiin, or indeed with
any nation, as being contrary to ancient ufage s

at the fame time he expreifed the highell refped
for the Brililh nation and the kingj and was
flrongly dilpofed to give them a preference in all

commercial concerns j but that ne could not fa-

crificc the interefts of his own people to any fo-

reign connections, and would on}y continue his

avowed partiality^for the Engliih, while he found
they conducted tnemrelves in their commercial
intercourfe in fuch a manner as todeferve it.

To evince his high , perfonnl regard for the

King of Great. Britain, he delivered to the am^*

baifador, with his own hand, a box of great V^*-

lue, containing the miniatures of all the preced*!*

Ing emperors, with a (hort character of each in

verfe, written by themfelvcs 5 accompanied with

the fubfequent addrefs.

" Deliver this calket to the king your inafter,

and tell him from m.c, that fmall as the prefent

fnay appear, it is the mo(t valuable I have to be-

itpw> or my empire can furpii)i. It has beei>

tranf-

were
pay t

viiits

ternal

never

dreflesB

babiliJ
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traafmittcd to me through a long line of ancef-

tors ; and I had referved it as the laft token of
atfedion I had to bequeath to my fon and heir,

as a tablet of the virtues of his progenitors, which
I (liould hope he had only to perufe to be indue-

^d to imitate ; and to make it, as they had done>

the grand object of his life to exalt the imperial

honour^ and advance the happinefs of his peo-

ple."
.

ARer dinner the ambaffador returned with his

whole fuite and attendants, to fee a play per-

formed in the imperial palace, on a temporary
ilage. The dramatic entertainments coniified of
mock battles, vaulting, tumbling, rope-dancings

and other gymnaftic amufements, which would
have done no difcredit to any performers. A va-*

riety of deceptions concluded the theatrical f6te.

One of which was the exhibition of a large bowl,

in every poflible pofition ; which was immediate-
ly placed on the ftage,. bottom upwards^ and on
being lifted up again, difcovered a large rabbity

V^hich efcaped from the performer by taking re-

^ge among the audience. Other (imilar tricks,

very dexterouily performed, amufed us by their

novelty and apparent difficulty. The theatre-'

made a fpAcMia appearance> being well filled

with perfons of diftin6tion.

Next tidy, pipes atld tobacco, fufficicnt to fup-

ply every individual belonging to the embafly
were receivecl; and feveral mandarins came to

pay their rerpe6b to the ambailador. In thefo

vints we bbferved how little regard is paid to ex-
ternal^ Appearance in China. The mandarins'
never varied their habits ; and even the court->^

dreffes here differ very little from the ordinary

habiliments. It vAy be faid to confift of a looie

robe-
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robci ftilJing half way down the leg, and drawn
round the neck with ribands. Over the brealt

Is a piece of embroidery, about five inches fquare,

jiniihed in gold, or (ilk of various colours, with
an exa6t counterpart on the back ; which badges

denote the r^nk of the wearer. The falb, which
9t other times is ufually worn round the waiH, 19

difpenfed with at court.

O On our approaching the coaft of China, Ldrd
Mac&ttney had communicated the general orders

by which the conduct of the embally was to bd
regulatea : thefe feemed to be di6bted by good
l^nfe, and a regard to the fuccefsful profecutioii

pf the grand >obje6b in view.

I Among the orders given out^ was an exprefs

Injundtion, forbidding any traffic^with the natives,

7his we believe was pun6tually obferved, as far

98 ggin was concerned ; but a private in the in-

fantry, compofing part of the ambaifador's guards
paving been reported to have procured a fmall

quantity of famtchoo by the affiftance of a Chi«
xiefe foldier, he was immediately confined j and
being brought to a court martial, of which a cor-

poral was preiident) he was fentencedtq receive

vxtylaihes.; .-*.<^-fV^-V

_ Thisientence being approved by thecommand-
ing officer, theBritiih JColdier$ were drawn up iti

form, in the outer ccmrt of the palace where we
reOd^d ; and the poor culprit being faflened to

one of the pillars of the great portico, .^received

liis puQilhment without mitigationr

.

The abhorrence excited in the breads of the

. Chinefe, at this cruel condudt, as it appeared to

them^ 'Wiap demonftrably proved by their words
and laolEi. They exprefled their aftoniilimentt

that a people profeifing the mildel^^ the rool^ be-

2 nevolciJt
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oevolent religion on earth, as they wiihed to have

it believed, could be guilty of fuch flagrant inat-'

tention to its merciful dictates. One of the prin-

cipal mandarins, who knew a little Englilh, ex-
prelfed the general fentiment, *< £ng}ifliman too

much cruel, too much bad."

But it feems the commander of the Lion went
a Hep farther towards aliena.ting the afie£tidns of
the Chineie from our countrymen. When that

iliip lay at Chufan, a native brought a bottle of
famtchoo on board, intending to exchange it for

feme European article. His d^fign being difco-'

vered, the captain ordered him to be feized and
pvinilhed with twelve lathes, in the prefence of
numbers of his countrymen ; though a complaint
preferred to a mandarin would have obtaine4

the fatisfadion neceifary, and faved the appear-

ance of arbitrary and cruel condu£t.

The mild manners of the Chinefe, indeed, re-

volt at the public exhibition of punifliments;

they are at a lofs to reconcile European behaviour

with European profeflions. Our faith and prac-

tice, in almoil every inftance, appears to them to

be oppoiite ; and thefecircumftances we have had
the pain to record, as well as feveral others which
occaflonally happened, indead of removing un- >

favourable prejvidices, fe^med to legitimate and
fan£tion their continuance* /

Having previoufly been informed that the em-
balTy was to proceed to Pekin, where its final

ilTue was to be determiqed, we fet out from Je-

hol on the mornrng of the 21ft of September,

after a Hate imprifonment of fourteen days ; for

the > liberty we had been encouraged to expe^,
was never granted.

Vol. IX. Cc Soon
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: Soon after we left Jehol, we paffed the cra-

peror'a pagoda, where we faw the tributar^r

king of Cochin China's ambaifador and fuite^ ad-

vancing with the annual acknowledgment.
We llept at the imperial palace of Callachottu-

cng, mentioned before, where we loft an artil-

lery-man, of the bloody flux ; ofwhich alarming
rnalady feveral others among the military were
ill. The attendant mandarin expreifed great ap-

prehenfion left the emperor ihould hear of this

circumftance, and an alarm of contagious difor-

ders be given him.
' Next morning we received intelligence/ that

the emperor had left Jehol, and that it would be
tieceffary to advance two ftages this day, in order

that the palaces might be at liberty to accommo<-
date his majeftyV attendants.

Purfuing the fame route as we had done before,

and retracing the fame objeds, our journey to

Pekin was barren of incidents or novelty. We
arrived there on the afternoon of the 26th, and
took up our residence in the palace which had
been appropriated for our ufe before we fet out

for Jehol. The arrangements which had been
made, during the ambaftador's abfence, feemed
to meet his entire approbation ; and as our ftay

here» £M; this period, was likely to be of fpme con-

tinuance, every- preparation and provifion was
made for the domeftic comfort of the eftabliili-

nient, and the l^lendbr of theicmbaify.
' The ftate canopy'was created in the principal

room of the ambaiTador's apartments. It was
made of flowered crimfon filk, and fringed with
gold. The b«i:k difplayed the arms of Great Bri -

tain. Under its cdver five chairs of ftate were
placed J the centre one being devated above the

i ^ reft
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reft for the ambaflador. At the other end of the

apartment were hung whole^ length. portraits of

their Britanniq Majeltiesv The whole formed an
appearance for-an audience chamber, equal to tht

-confequence of the country reprefented.

•^ The arrival of the emperor was announced by
a grand difcharge of artillery on the ?,8th. ?t

N0xt day his excellency was viiited by feverol

mandarins 5 and fome packages of Britiih manu-
fadure were prepaiied for prefentation to the em-
peror.

On the iftofO^ber, a mandarin requefted^

in the name 1 of the emperor, that the ordnance
prefents might be fent to the palace of Yeumenr
manyeumen, where the Chinefe themfelves were
to prove and examine them* The chariots and
other prefents were alfo removed to the fame
place. . 7

The following day the ambaflador received a
formal invitation to wait on the emperor on the

morrow. His excellency went in a private man«>

ner, and tranfa£ted bufinefs with the officers of
ftate. The conference lalied for two hours ; anil

there were no apparent reafons for fuppoiing that

the objects of the miflion >yere not in a progref-

five ftate of fuccefs.

The imperial palace, in Pekin, fiands in the

middle of the city, and is fnrronnded by a very

high wall. It is faid to occupy a circumference

of about feyen miles, containing gardens both for

pleafure and utility, repleniihed with all that is

rare in art or nature. Our view, however^ of
the whole was very confined : and from a^ual
obfervation we can fay nothing of the internal

fplendor of the palace,^ or the beauty of its ap^

^udages^ We mud, however^ confefs, that tnis

C c 2 royal



royal reiidence bad fomething bf an impodn^
appearance, corfi^ared with the furrounding ob-

jeos J but there is great reafbn to doubt whether
it deferves the extraordinary chara6ter c.nd de-

fcription it has received id feveral accounts of

t^ina. The entrance into > the paiace is by a

ilrong ftone arched way. The range of builditig^

ifronting it is three llories high, and much tm-
^iliflied with galleries, gilding ^nd painting.

~£he roof is covi^red with mining tiles, of a yel-

low colour; the walls are variouily painted and
decorated. A krge body of foldi^rs guard the

gate J and feveral mandarins, of the %rft clafs,

are in coniiant waiting.
' The ambalfador now fettled the order and
^ifpofition of the tables for the different depart-

ments ot the houfehold ; and every thing feemed
to indicate a reiidence of fome permanency at

iPekih.

-'More prefents were unpacked, confifting of
plated goods, hard'ware, and cutlery ; and the

whole was equally divided between the emperor
and the grand Choiilaa. '

j^ On the 5tli(, the emperor vifited the palace bf
-Yeumenmanyeumen, ' to infpe^ the prefents

which were lodged there j and was plea Ted toor-

-dielr leveral ingots Of filver ta be dittributed to

every perfon attending. The Englifli artificers,

who were the immediate objefts of his generofity,

and had a complete view of him,- defcribed his

maje^ as being about five feet ten inches high 3

iof ^{lender form, but well proportioned j and
that his countenance prefented a regularity of
features, free from the deGrcpitude of age. His
deporment was attrai^ively affable j and the dig-

ai^iof the prince was only difplayed in the fu-

I v.: perior
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perior manners of the man. He was habited in

a robe of yellow filk, and a cap of black velvet,

furmounted with a red ball, and adorned with a
peacock's feather. He wore iilk boots, embroi-
dered with gold, and a blue filk fa{h«

The opinion his majefty formed of the prefents

could only be coUeded from, their being gener-

ally received. Two camera obfcuras were, how-
ever, returned, as being fuited only to the amufe-
ment of children. Our interpreter explained to

the mandarins, the nature and ufe of a variety of
articles.

Prefents were this day received from the em-
peror for their Britanoic Majeliies. Tlie am^
baffador and fuite had likewife their proportion.

At noon, on the l6th, the ambaiTador again

went to vifit the emperor; but on his arrival at

court he fainted away, and being conveyed home,
continued indifpofed during the day. In the
meanwhile, ^ir George Staunton and Colonel

Benfon diftributed to each of the foldiers and fer-

vants, foilie pieces of filk, others of dongaree, (a

kind of nankeen) and a junk of filver, of confi-

derable weight, as a prefent from his imperial

majdttyi : \ ,.

The optical, mechanical, and mathematical in*

Uruments being removedlfrom the palace of Yen*
menmanyeumen, the gentlemen and mechanics

' were difmii&d from their attendance there. On
a trial of the powers of fome of the articles, be-

fore the iftandarihs,' they failed in the effe^
afcribed to them, and.others excited little fur<•

priie or admiration in the Chiuefe literati, who
viewed them.
A report, began to circulate, that we were foon

to^uit Pekln. It occafioned a couiiderable ihare

Cc 3 Qf
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of fpeculation, though it obtained lefs credit than
afterwards appeared to be due.

This report, which at firft met with only a faint

belief in general^ was fqon confirmed by an order

from the ambalTador, to prepare for our departure

on Wednefday. Our furprife and concern may
eafily be conceived. After a variety of fatigues,

we confoled ourfelves that we ihould now have
enjoyed fome repofis ; but all perfonal conHdera-
tions were abforbed in public afi^irs, in which
the humbled individual felt an intereft. The
grand objedts of the embaffy were evidently un-p

accompliihcd ; and in our attachment to the good
ofour country, its honour, its advantage, we for^

got every other care.

To gain a little refpite* till the baggage was
packed up and arranged, feemed a reafouable de-

mand. The attendant mandarin made the re*

quilition : an order arrived from the grand Chou-
Jaa to fufpend our departure till Friday : but
judge our aftonifliment, when this was counter^

maQded by the emperor himfelf> and we w^re
exprefsly ordered to depart on the day fir& intii"

mated.
To fpeculate on the policy that a6tuated the

court of Pekin on this occa^on, would be vain.

We ihall neither prefume to afcribe it to any
mifcondu^ or raifmanagoment, from which the

ilpll and abilities of the principal condu&ors
jpavL&, preclude fufpicion j but the manner in

whidh the ambafiy was • difmiHTed was certainly

ungracious, and mortifying in the extreme.

dn this llate of affairs, Lord Macartney fent

the carriage of ceremony, as a prefent.to tlie

graQ4 ChQiU^^ which was decli0ed> a^d after
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we had left Pekin, we found it returned on our
way.
The confuiion ariiing from this fudden and

unexpected event, rendered it impoflible to ar-

range the baggage with any order. We huddled
it together in the beft manner that circumftances

would permit. Some articles, which could not
be packed up, or were now ufelefs, were given

to the mandarins J the natives took care to pur-
loin a ihare, and Lord Mi)cartney*8 fervants had
the canopy of date.

We fet out on the road that leads to Tong*
tchew at a very early hour on the morning of the

9th, and reached that town in the evening.

Even the thoughts of being on the return to our
country failed to relieve the gloom of difap-

poiotmenti and to incrcafe our unpleafant fen-

fations, we met with negledt and humble accom-
modations, compared to what we had experienc-

ed before. We were lodged here in temporary
iheds, hung with ftraw matting.

. Next morning, on proceeding to the fide of the
-river, we found the junks intended for our re-

. ception. The baggage was put on board with
all poflible expedition, but not without a degree
of confufion beyond what we had yet known.
The amba0ador and his ^uite occupied feven

junks ; the attendant mandarin and his party fol-^

•lowed in feparate veifels; Soon after the em-
barkation was perforppied, dinner was ferved up 1

and at an' early hour we iretired to reft, after a
liioft fatiguing day. i/»ki

-n Nothing occurred for fome days } we ftill -at-

tracted the notice of the natives, but received

lefs of the ceremopiopi attentions of our former
voyage,

/ . Oil
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On the l6th we left the channel of the river,

find entered a canal of infinite labour and expence.
The fides are mafonry throughout its extent j and
at certain difiances locks, in the forna of a cref-

cent, are ere6ted, -which, confining the water to a
narrow paiTage in the middle of the canal, occa-

fions a moderate fall of about three feet. The
motion of the junks is accelerated in palTing thefe

locks, and continues to. fome diftance ; and to

prevent veifels receiving damage from (Iriking

againft the walls of the lock, men are always
ready to let down large leathern pads^ which ef-

fe6tually break the ihock.

For fome days we failed through a country
rich in agriculture and population. We obferved

plantations of the (hrub which produces the im-
perial and gunpower tea. In fize and figure it

refembles the goofebernr-buih. Imperial tea is

the produce of the firfi bloflbms )
gunpowder tea

is a coUedtion of the fucceffive bloflbms^ a? they

appear.

On the 20th we paifed numerous plantations of

tobacco; a plant cultivated here in the great-

eft variety, and to the greateft extent, of any
country in the world. Indeed, fmokin^ being the

univerfal praftice from infancy to old age, the

quantity of tobacco confumed in China, muft ex-

ceed all moderate calculation.

Several confiderable cities appeared at a fmall

diftance from the canal; the garrifons from
wlrich advanced to the bank?, to give the ufual

falute.

- Several corn-mills, worked by water, and appa-

rently on the fame conftru6tion as in Europe, aiv

refted our attention in our progrefs.

'i^ Alpfty
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A lofty pagoda, of eight fiories, opened to our

icwon'the morning of the 23d. Next day we
fa\V the Chinel'e poft pals along the road on the

margin of the canal. The letters are inclofed in

a large bamboo balket, hooped with cane ; it is

then locked, and the key if given into the cuftody

of one of the foldiers, who delivers it to the pod-
maHer. The balket is then (trapped on the' cou-

rier's ihoulders, and being decorated with a num-
l^rof little bells at the bottom, they make a loud

jingling, when ihaken by the motion of the horfe,

and announce the approach of the poft. Five
light-horfemen efcort the courier; and as (he

ileeteft horfes are fele6ted, and chaneed at every

hage, the mails in China^are conveyed with extra-

ordinary expedition* '

The junks anchored oi^ the evening of the fol-

lowing day, in the heart of a large city, through
•which the canal pa^es* A continual fucceifion of
bridges conneiSts the banks. Thefe are guarded
by foldiers, who fuffer no veflel to pafs till a man-
darin has infpe&ed it. The fleet-here received a

falute of three guns,' ftnd a numerous body of fol-

diers lined the banks.

After pafiing feveral large cities in the courfe

of this day's voyage, we anchored for the nigjit at

Lee-yaungoa, which was illuminated in honour
of the ambaiTador* Public attentions indeed be-

gan again to be more frequent, and cercmonioufly

paid.

Every fpot in our palTage gave teftimony to t}\e

exiftence of art, and the effects of induftry. On
the 29th, we obferved the peafants ploughing.
Theyworked with oxen ; and though their ploughs
were of a very clumfy form^ the labour (eemeatcr
be neatly and properly executed.

A fuccefliom
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A fucceffiou of towni, locks, bridges, anc| p.i<

godas, occurred for feveral days, the detail of
which, wanting variety and incident, would pro-

bably be tedious.

As it was intended to forward the heavy bag-
gage from Hoang-tchew to Chufan, in order to

its being conveyed by fea to Canton, arrange-

ments were made for this purpofe. A party of
the gentlemen ofthe embaify, and feWants, were
to accompany it; the ambaiTador and the remain-
der were to proceed over land, with only this ab-

folute neceffaries of apparel and travelling.

On the 9th, the grand mandarin vifited every

junk, the owners of which he briefly examined ;

and thet) ordered them to.fufFer the puniihment of
the bamboo. Their crime we could never learn.

Faffing feveral plantations of tallow trees, we
arrived at Hoang-tchew, on the afternoon of the

10th ; when thejunks were all faftened together,

and every perfon belonging to the fuite was for-

bid to land. Indeed a body of Chinefe foldiers

pitched their tents oppoiite to us, as if to awe us
into compliance. During the time We lay here>

no circumftance happened worthy of being re»-

corded. The mandarin of Hoang-tchew had ac-

companied us from Pekin, and being fuperior to

Van-Tadge-In, of courfe aflumed the fupreme

dire6tion during this part of our voyage. Here
he was to remain.

The heavy baggage, which was to be fent to

Chufan, being feparated from the light articles we
were to carry with us to Canton, Colonel Benfon^

Captain Mackintolh, and party, fet off to join the

Hindoftan at Chufan, on the fifth day after our

arrival; and fame day alfo we left Hoang-tchew.

The
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The ambaiTador, accompanied by his retinue,

proceeded, on the 14th of November, for the

Green River, where we were again to etnbark in

fmaller junks. On pafling the city gates, the

embafly received the cuftomary falute* Between
the two rivers the diftance could not be lefs than

feven miles; and the whole fpace was covered by
the city and fuburbs, and lined with foldiers, who
fecured us from the preflure of an i-nnumerable

multitude ofpeople. The ftreets are narrow, but
well-paved; the houfes two and three (lories high j

and the magnificence of the ihops was beyond any
thing we had hitherto feen. In commerce ana
population, Hoang-tchew irf a city of the firft

magnitude.

At noon we reached the Green River, where
the ambaifador was received With milita^ ho-

nours. The troops were armed with helmets,

s^nd made, with their accompaniments, a fplendid

appearance. ,., ; .

A triumphal arch, with a platform defcehdihg
to the ambaffador's jutik, had been erected fdr

the occalion. Our embarkation was attended by
myriads of people. Some were mounted on buf*
faloes, which animal c^jrried Ibveral at a time on
its back, and appeared very docile.

Our voyage was continued between ranges of
mountains, prefenting the moft romantic fcertery.

The valleys were covered with tallow and mul-
berry-trees. . The former is called the latchoo,

and is remarkably beautiful, having fcarlet leaves
edged with yellow, and purpliih bloiToms.

The river, on which we now failed, v/as, at a
mediuni, about three feet deep. I'he water has
a green caft, and the bottom is gravelly.

la
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In the evening of the I5th, the city of Zan-
guoa made a naoil brilliant appearajice with its

illuminations. The efte6t was increafed by nu-
merous bodies pf foldiers ranged along the bank?
of the river, with paper lanterns.

Next day the features of the country, through
which we failed, were ftill mountainous a^nd pic-

iurefque; and the forts and falutes, henceforward,
became fo, frequent, that they grew abfolutely

tirefome.

• Our provifions had for fome time been very in-

different; not from negled> but the nature of the

country. In proportion as we fared worfe, our
Chinefe junk-men fared better; they received

not only our fuperfluity, but fometimes.almoil the

whole.
The 27th prefented a novel fcene—a village

entirely built ofmud, with inhabitants as wretch«

ed in appearance as their habitations were mean.
For this fight we were unable to account.

Th^ river bad npw aiVwned a formidable

breadth ; and as the wind was high, the waves and
iiirf refembled thofe ofthe lea. We paifed num*
bers of iiihing-boats, which ferved to vary the

navigatio^i of the ftream.

The. city of Tyaung-fhi-fennau appeared in

view on the 28th. We palled it in the afternoon

;

0nd for extent and the advantages of fituation, it

unqueftionably deferves to be reckoned one of the

firft in China. Not lefs than a thoufand junks

Uy at anchor before it. It is built near the con-

flux of feveral rivers, and enjoys a mod exteniive

commerce. The grand mandarin paid a viiit on
board his excellency's junk, and made a variety oif

prefeuts, in filk, porcelain^ and tea*

Tbt Voi



of Zan-
; with its

d by nu-

Lhe banks

, through

& ^nd pic-

leforward,

ablblutdy

)n very ia-

ture of the

^vorfe, our

y received

almoft the

^a village

\ a$ wretch-

«rere mean.

ant.

formidable

5 waves and

)affed nura-

to vary the
I

ippeared in.

5 afternoon;

fituation, it

d one of the

ifand junks

ear the con-

oft extenfivc

id a viiiton

J a variety of

JiACASTN£Y*S EMBASST. SOt

Theoiily novelty that prefented itfelf^ in the

courle of our voyage OD' the 29th« was a village

built with blue bricks, and covered with tiles of
th9 fame colour. Pagodas and the palaces of
mandarins were now become familiar objeds.

/The following day we paflcd a city, lying amid
beautiful meadows and orchards, about two mil^
difiance from the river. Beyond this the profpe6b

became as delightful as fancy can conceive.

Mountains rofe into the horizon, foreds waved on
the ilopes, and flocks and herds covered the vales.

The river was now expanded to a great breadth

;

and as the wind blew frefh, the junks fometimes
appeared in danger of being overfet. At this time
the thermometer had funk to 40; and the fields

were covered with froft.

It has been previoudy remarked, that there are

no public cemeteries, except in the vicinity of po-
pulous places. Hence the country becomes a
continued burial-ground. Which ever way we
turned our eyes, fome trophy of death appeared;

and the degree of einbelliihment it had received

marked the rank of the deceafed. Indeed it is

not UDufual for the Chinefe to ered their funeral

monuments in their lifetime; and as the choice
of iituation is free, many of them become pic-

turefque objeiSts.

On tlifei ft ofDecember, we failed by the town
of Saunt-yo-tawn, where feveral fuperb pagodas
Tofe above the furrounding groves. Numerous
timber-yards occupied the banks of the river; and
a large quantity of timber was immerfed in the
ftream, whicr. as we were told, was in a ftate of
preparation for tlie building ofjunks^ the princi*

pal bufinefs of the place.

Vol. IX. Dd la
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In the evening we reached the city of Chihga*
foo. Here illuminations^ thei^ing of rockets
and of artillery, took place in honour of the am*
baflador. We received alfo a prefent of fruit and
confe^ionary from the maiid^rin of the place. .

To note every objectwhich arreted and pleafed

the eye of the travelleri would fatigue the reader
without informing him. Every bend of the river

opened a new prpfpe6t that gratified the fights to

which no defcription, however vivid, could do
juftice. The feafon ofthe year was now the moft
unpropitlousfor landfcape beauty; yet the charms
of nature, intermixed with the veftiges of art, im-
parted fuccedive impulfdi'df delight. >' .

On the 2d of December, ' we obferved numbers
of fiftiermen employed in their vocation with rods

and lines. In lakes aAd large rivers, the fame
kind of bait is frequently ufedas at fea. Nets too

are in very common ui'e. In fome places bamboo
canes, fupporting a curt^n of ftrong gauze, are

placed acrofs the ftreams; and then the fi(h, being

allured to the fpot by baits, are caught in nets

with great fuccefs. :

On enquiry, we found that the rights offifliery,

as in Europe, are private property. In thofe ri-

vers we navigated, a kind c^ whiting and trout

were the moft plentiful. Thefe are fold to the

crews of the junks, and the demand for them is

very great. • •

^ii-'While on the fubjed of fifliing, a mode pedu-

Jiar to the Chinefe, of catching them by a fpeciea

of birds, trained up for that purpofe, fliould not

pafs without notice. The fowls are called looau,

and are faid to be indigenous here. They are

about the fize of a goofcj of a grey colour; web-

footed; and furniihed with a long flender bill,

X incurvated
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incurvated

iftcurvated at the extremity. This bird builds

jmiong the reeds, or in the hollows of cliiTS) ad-

joining the ihores. When trained for fifliing, to

vhich nature gives them an extraordinary degree

of aptitude and docility, a certain number.of them
are taken out in each boat, and at ^ given fignal

they dive, and bring up their prey with unerring

certainty, and with equal certainty deport it in •

the boat towhich they lefpedively belong, though
liundreds may be mixed. Thefe altonlihing

«qua/tic birds will foon fill a boat, where fiih is

plentiful ; and it is poflitively affirmed, that when
one of them feizes a fiih too large to manage
iingly, its companions join in affording afiifiance.

A ring paifed round the neck, prevents them from
fwallowing what they catch.

Vi We have frequently had occafion to remark the

improved flate of agriculture in this country. In
our paifage down the river on the 6th of Decem-
ber, we obferved a number of machines^ with
which the Chincfe water theif grounds. They
confift of a wheel of bamboo, turned by a fiream,

which throwing the water into large refervoirs,

it is from thence difiributed by iluices into a thou-
iand channels.

"

' Next day was the moft remarkable we had yet

experienced. During our whole progrefs we faw
neither city, town, nor village. A few farm-
honfes were, however, difperfed over the face of
the country. The banks of the river were lofty,

and formed of a perpendicular barrier ofred earth,

fhreaked with horizontal veins of fione, in a direc-

tion perfectly re£tilinear. This natural curiofity

continued for feveral miles.

The ihallownefs of the river obliged us again

to ihift the baggage into, junks of leifer byrden;

D d 2 and

:|!'
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and in the courfc of the evening we found oor^
felves in the vicinity offome town or village, from
the number of paper lanterns we faw exhibited

by the Ibldiers, and the complimentary falute tHe^
paid us.

The weather had for fomc' days -been tcttipci-

rat€} but the face of the country was no longer
the iame. Barren mountains, feparated by plainn

that feemed to defy the labour of mai. to produce
fertility, now prefented themfelves on all hands.

Some dwarf-trees, however, amonj^ which the
camphire is faid to predominate, broke the ab-
ruptness of the llopesj and here and therb a vil-

lage or a pagoda animated the fcene.

In this place we obferved feveral fepulchral

monuments, with excavations in the rocks be-

nea^Ti, as receptacles for the dead^ The itiofl

elevated fpotSi themoft abrupt precipices, we g^
nerally obferved, were appropriated for therepbfc

of the dead. Whether this choice was deter-

mined by notoriety, or from any fuperftitious opi*

nlon, that the body might be placed as near at

poffible to that heaven, where fpirits wing their

•flight, we could obtain no fatisfa6l6ry inftona?-

lion. The amiable virtues, however, of the Chi-

nefe, were rendered more confpicuous by the

feeling regard they uniformly appeai: to (hew to

the remains of thofe they have once loved or rcr

fpeded. '
• /'

On the 9th, we arrived at the city of Nauog-
aum-foo. Here the embafly was to make a day'»

march over land j and accordingly we difembark^

ed. The landing-place was adorned with a tri-

umphal arch, highly decorated with filken ftrcam^

crs, and conne^ed,by a platform, with a circular

court, furrounded by a icreep of filk* In thin

Blac«
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place a number of horfes were coUefted, with the

choice of one of which, every perlbn in tbeluite

was indulged, for the journey of the day. The
anabaifador, with two or three gentlemen of his

fuite, were to proceed as ufual in palanquins.

The horfes being feleded, the cavalcade com-
menced their progrefsj and perhaps fuch an ex-

. hibition of equeftrian exercife and grotcfque drefs,

never before amufed a Chinefe populace. The
horfes were fpirited, many of the riders were new
to this mode of travelling. The cries of fear, and
the ihouts of ridicule, were every where heard j

and fcarcely could we attend to the palling fcene;

io much were we engaged by the peculiarities of
our own iituation.

We arrived at the gates of Naung-chin-oa, juft

as the fun had funk beneath the horizon.

SoJdiers lined the llrcets, to facilitate our paf-

fage to the mandarin's palace, a very noble build-

ing, confining of feveral courts. A fplendid en-
tertainment was provided for the whole fuite'j and
fnch a profuiion of lights decorated the principal

apartments, as are never difplayed in Europe on
any occafion. Indeed, illumination, we may fafe-

iy affirm, conftitutes the grand appropriate fea-

ture of Chinefe magnificence.

We began embarking in the morning of the

5llth of December, on hoard the fmall junks, cor-

rcfponding with the depth of the river ; and be-

fore noon we resumed our voyage.

The grand mandarin ordered the fleet to Hop
on the i5fch of December, to indulge the embaf-
fy with a leifure view of the Mountain of Koan-
yengruaum, one of the natural curiofities of Chi-»

na. It has a perpendicular afcent from the

water^ terounating in a peak -,. and frem the face

. M J) d 3 toward

Ifi

{ !
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towards the river, fuch enormous niafles prtjeft*

as menace every moment to fill up the ctianacl of
the Ilreara.

But art has heightened the curious circutn-

flances of this extraordinary mountain. It con-
- tains feveral caverns. One of them is about forty

feet above the level of the water. To this there

is accefs by a flight of fteps, guarded by a rail.

On reaching the top of the flight, we enter a room
of good dimen lions, excavated from the rock $ in

which flands an image facred to Chioefe devo«
tions. An artificial flaircafe conducts to two
other fuperior apartments j and the whole is fit-

ted up by the mandarin to whom the mountain
belongs, in a ftyle of rude magnificence, corre*

fponding to the character of the place.

Proceeding through a country, where a perpe-
tual I'ecurrence of towns, bridges, ]ock»,<and

junks J treats, falutes, and illuminations, give no
• room foi' new remarks j we arrived at length at

Caton, the termination of our voyage.

Our arrival being notified at Canton, feVeral

mandarina waited on his excellency ; and thete

were foon followed by the gentlemen of the Eng-
lifli fadory and Colonel Benfon. This officer

brought with him the public difpatches for tho
ambaflador, and a packet of private letters from
our friends ip England. Thofe only who ha\T5

been fo long cut off from any communication
with the land, which contained all that was dear

• to them, can form an adequate idea of the anxi-

ous joy we felt at opening a letter from the rela*

• live or friend we loved.

Next day we were moved into larger junks.

/The magnificence of the river at this place baffles

^efcriptiou; lU furface was alniofl covered with

vcflels.
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!*tfk\B, engaged in trade, or attradted by curfoiity.

I'he banks were lined with foldiers, and covered

^ith elegant houfes; and a fuccellion of forts

thundered out falutes with almoft iDceifant ra«

pidity. . .

We reached the Endifh fa6tory about one ia

the afternoon ; and both it and the Dutch fadory
)>aid bis excellency the ufual falute, hoifting at

the fame time the ftandard of their refpeSive

countries.

For fome days it had been a common, though
aifeding light, to fee the boats generally rowed
by women.' We fometimes obferved a child tied

to hs mother's back, and anothei! at her breaft*

'while fhe was plying the oar. To a feeling mind
this fpe£tacle could not fail to give pain ; and it

«nay be remarked, that in Tartary, and the
northern provinces of China, where the women
«re lamed, either by iaihion or policy, from their

infant years, fuch laborious occupations can never
fall to their lot. Five inches and a half was
found to be the length of a full grown woman'a
foot, where the pra6tice of compreifion was in

life : it is, however, by no means univerfal.

yi A temporary refidence for the ambaifador and
fuite Jaad been provided by the £aft India Com-
pany's fupercargoes ; and in point ofaccommoda-
^tion and domeftic arrangement, we found it fupe*

rior to the iirft palaces in which we had lodged^
during our long peregrination in China. ^..

Canton being the only city in China' whefe
:£tiropeans are fuffered to trade, it is comparative^
ly well kiiown. A brief deftription will thert^

fore fuffice.

This city is walled, drongly fortified, and gar-

rifoned with numerous troops. The ilreets ^re

2 generally

'ij
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generally narrow, but well-paved j and the houfei^

which are conflru6ted of wood and &onc, feldom
rife above one ftory high.

The viceroy's palace is exa6kly on the model
of that in which we refided at Pekin. Triumphal
arches are numerous and fplendid ; and thele are
the only public buildings in the place.

The population has been eftimated at a million

of Umls : the fuburbs cannot contain lefs than
half that number.
The river at Canton is noble and deep ; the

water, however, is not wholefome for Grangers,
till its fediment has been allowed to fubfide. In
rthis refpe^ the natives give themfelves no con-
cern. The river that flows by Tong-tchew was
found tp contain half a pint of yellow fand in

every gallon of its water j and yet no one ever

thought it neceffary to purify it by filtrj^t'on.

" The fuburbs of Canton, iii which indeed, pro-

perly fpeaking, all the European commerce is car-*

ried on, are very extenfiv6, and every where exhi-»

bit commercial opulence j but they have no prei

teniions to grandeur or elegance. The warehoufes
are nobte repoiitories of the manufa£tures of the

country : they are, however, rather great thaq
grand. England, Holland, France, Sweden^ Dei)

mark, Portugal, Spain, and America have their

refpe6tive faSones here, which are fitted up on
the. banks of the river, in the European Hyle oi

architedure; and<their general diftindion, is the

ilagof theip different nations dtfplayed on Ibme
confpicuous part of the building. The Englifh

^pear*to.engrof8by far the greatefi fhare of the

Chinefe trade.

The Viceroy of Canton only once vifited the

^mbalfador during his ftay. Large prefents of

V , fugar-
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fugar-candy, porcelain, and nankden, were diftri-

buted ro the whole embairy.

Fur Icvcral days, during the time of dinner, the

mbaflador was entertiained with Chinefe plays*

performed on a tlage ere£ted before the windows
of his apartments.

On the firtt day of the new year, l7m» h» ex-

cellency and fuitc were fplendidly entertained by
the gentlemen of the Britifli fa6tory. The band
^f mufic which had accompanied the embalTy, on
ihe requeft of the factory, was permitted to enter

into its fervice ; aiid in a country where amufe-
ments are fo few and confined^ it could luot fail to

be a valuable acquiiition.
-' Degeneracy of manners evidently marks the

chani6ters of the inhabitants of Canton, and this

refle6tion is the more melancholy, as there is too

much reafon to (uppofe the contagion of European
example has infe&ed the iimplicity and houeily

«f the Chinefe general chara^er.
• On the 8th ofJanuary the ambaflador proceed-

ed to Whampoa to join the ibips. At the fame
iime a deputation of the retinue was diipatched to

Macao, to make preparations for his excellency's

reception at that place.

Whampoa, beyond which European fhips are

never permitted to pafs, is an elegant and popu-
lous village, about eighteen miles below Canton.
The river, near this place, is defended by a fand
bank, which prevents the paifnge of large iliips,

except at high water ; and two necks ofland, pro-

je6ing on either fide of it, form the celebrated
Straight of Bocca Tigris.

At this place Van-Tadge-In took his farewel
leave of the ambaflador. It is impoflible for the

praife or ceofure of the writer of this to reach a
perfoB,

1
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perfon of hit diftingoiihed rank ; but in beftoir*

jng praife on the defenring, we gratify the beft

feding of the human heirt, and at the fame time
do honour to ourfelves. This amiable man can
never be forgotten by thofe who experienced hif

alTiduous care, his mild condefcenlionj and his enr
lightened c6ndu£t, during a long and troublefome
attendance on the emba^. He held an exalted

rank in the Chinefe army—perhaps the higheft »

but no dignity of iituation had rendered him inat*

tentive to the minutefl offites of duty. His mind
feemed capable of refleding honour on any rank;
with the moil benevolent heart, he attached him-
felf to the interefts of thofe in whofe fervice he
was employed ; he had even cbntra6^ed a friend-

ihip for fome ; and the tear of a£fedion accom«
panied the laft adieu.

On the 14th, Lord Macartney landed at Maeao;
and took up his refidence with Mr. Drummond»
one of the fupercargoes of the Eaft India Com*
pany. Here the gentlemen of the feVeral Euro-
pean fadories have their houfes; as they are not
permitted to remain at Canton longer than is ab*

iblutely neceflary for the purpofe of trade.

Macao fs a place of fome magnitude, built in the

European tafte. It ihay be faid to belong to the

Pokuguefe, but the Chinefe exercife a paramount
jurifdi^tion. Indeed the Portuguefe territory

does not exceed four miles in length, and one and
a half in breadth ; nor can the barrier be pafled»

without the utmoft rifk. A governor and jddge^

appointed by the court of Lifbon, reiide here ; and
about two hundred and fifty European foldiersare

permitted to guard the place.

The long intercourfe.which has fubfifted be^-

tween Europeans and the Chinefe Jn this places
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has not altered the el^nbliihed cuftoms and habits

of the latter. The Chinefe never deviate from
the ufages of their country, which may be coa-
£dered as invariable.

Without the wall is the common burying-

ground of the Chinefe ; and in it we faw fevcral

memorials of our countrymen, whofe aflies repole

here. Thofe who die in the Roman Catholic

faith have feparate cemeteries : the Chinefe, more
liberal, we will add^ more chriflian, than the Ca-
tholics, fuffer their dull to mingle with ours.

Here Mr. Plumb, the interj.reter, though of-

fered a handfome eftablilhment, if he chofe to re-

turn to Europe, quitted (he fervice of the embaf-
{y. He left his Englifh friends with fenfible re-

gret 'y but naturally preferred pading the remain-
der of his days in the bofom of his nimily and hi^

country. ^

On the 8th of March, Lord Macartney and re-

tinue embarked for £urope, amid the falutes of
forts and Ihips ; and being joined by a large homer
ward-bound fleet of Indiamen, on the 17th pro-
ceeded to fea.

Nothing of any particular confequence hap-
pened during our voyage. We arrived at St.

Helena on the 19th of June, and remained there
till the 1ft of July.

In the afternoon of the 3d of September, we
anchored fafe at Spithead, after an abfence of lit-

tle lefs than two years from our native land.

'
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